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1948-1967

) “Tahell, O Zlcmistsl" .
" fc.'aver of Syrian army weekly, “The People’s Army’"s
May 30, 1967)-




"Frorn that first dav onwards the quest for peace has been a perma
] "nent part in the pollcv of every Gpvernment of lsrael
i _‘_of. : sra’el“ w’as;invaded!bv-a the_ r'ega.ila'r armies of Egypt,-.Tr_ans'

i aq, Svrla and Lebanon and a'Saudi- Arablan contlnge :'_The polley pf the Arab Statas has heen 5yrnmetr|callv eppomte tp'

: Israel 3

g '.'- They haue not reconcded themselves to lsrael‘s exlstence and
haue refused to recoqnize Israel; Sn L .

m be a wer' uf exi‘ern‘unanan and e mprnentaus maSsaer
:whlch_ will be spoken of like tfie Mengolran massacres and th :
; C‘rusades R

: The Egyptlan arrnv reached a polnt 20 i south of Tel Avw Ara o
farces besueged Jerusalem The: lI'EIQI army- traversed the ‘coasta
plam ‘taa- polnt 15 km: from’ the: Mediterranean. and threatened:.
o7 cut Israel in: two. The. Syrran army, advancing westward ifito"

Upper Galllee threatened to amputate Israel’s 'flnger ln the north :

bmld up destgned to carry that aim into effect;

lsrael s isolation in the family of nations;

Israel; thh'a populatlon then of only 650,000, drove back the'

mvadlng forces but at'a cost of 6,000 lives. That was the price pald: . 0” the economic ‘9‘-'E| they have pursued a P0|ICV of bDVCOtt o

T agalnst Israel"

e On the propaganda Ievel they have pursued a systernatlc pollcv E
.- of. instigating hatred towards Israel, distorting Israel’s lmage by

ratlon to a struggle whose abjectwe is the destruction {)f Israel

'mlne the people 5 mprale

' ;movement of vessels to or from israel.

; _f.THE 1956 WAR THE TH REAT RENIOVED AND THE
BLOCKADE BROKEN 3 :

1958; the hostile actlnns in whlch Egypt played a central role,-' :
: reached therr clrmax . -

Vi The USSR began a rnasswe supply of mllltary equlpment to_" .
©. Egypt and Syria, and, within a year, there was a srgmfucant increase o
- in the milltary strength of the two States; :

’ thl"l to and from israel;

States : araund us and to their peoples, and we calf upon them to
ceaperate in mutual helpfu!ness with the Independent Jewish

_matjon in its Land - o - sent by Egvpt from Sinai, the Gaza Strip and elsewhere -

- They have. not" abandoned the aim  of destreylng !srael even lf SR
‘o occasron they admlt that it is not within their power. to reahze

. On the rnllltary level they have pursued a pollcv of unceasrng' e :

‘ "« On the pclltlcal level they have constantly sought to brmg about" SRR

":"means of, ant1 Semitic steréatypes and by educating the young gene- A

_-_. On the borders thev have pursued a policy of attrltlon by means:. -
of terrorist acts designed 10 dlsrupt normal life i in lsrael and under— RO

. At sea, Eg\,rpt adopted a pollcy which attempted 'to. blockade
:'._'Esrael it closed the Suez Canal to all movement of israeli shipping,’ Lo
and ‘the Tiran Strails at the entrance to the Gulf of Ellat to all

.= The Suez Canal and the Gulf of Eilat were still harred te nawga».-_ o

: ""- There was a steep rise in the number of attacks bv fedavun umts": ol




. The estabhshment of a UN Emergency Force in Slnas and the:_
Gaza Strlp the purpose of the Force was to 5Eparate Egypt and
Israel and i in that way prevent war' o .

LY mlhtarv pac:t was s:gned by the Arab States with the one and :
onlv practlcal purpose of actron agamst !srael : : :

ﬁTowards'the end of Ocmber and the hegmmng of November 1956
- he Israeir Army occupled the Slrlal peninsula. and the Gaza StI'IIJ:
This gave Israel the foilowmg ad\rantages

- . Non return of Egvptlan forces to the Gaza Strrp lsrael was given” .
. promlses that Egyptian forces would not return to the Strip, but, :
" despite the promises, they did return — one day after |srael had left ;-

It' put an end to concentratrons of the Egyptran army in Smal - the Strrp in March 1957;

: "hlch had threatened Israel; o c ay
. Openlng of the Suez Canal for transit of goods ta and frorn :

) Israel: Israel was given promises that the Canal would be open for

' such trans:t but the promrses were never honoured.

!,t put an end to terror|5t acts that had plagued Israei from Slna|
and: the Gaza Strrp, L

i'j'_lt opened the Tlran Stralts to nawgatlon and rrlade possub|e a

_"marmme link between {srael nd the countrles of Africa and Asra 1957"1967 A DECEPTNE CALM

: “hro o For ten years, the UN Emergency Force remained in its posmons'
. 1957: WiTHDRAWAL IN'RETURN FOR PROMISES AND L ©w " petween Egypt and Israel. Throughout that period, that was the .
"'_.ARRANGEMENTS ' L quietest of Israel's borders. Throughout the same period, the Gulf -
At the beginning of 1957, Israel wrthdrew its forces frorn Srnar and Y50 of Eilat was open to the movement of ships to and from Israel.. '

: the Gaza Strip.. This it did in return for promises and arrangements, . '
: hlch the USA flgured prlncupally These promises were finalized :

But it was an illusory calm.

_se_.'l'he_St.nr._ol Diguid: : .

' {Iraqr “daily “Al-Manar™: lune 8, I.‘JG?I

he vanaus -Unrted Natrons resolutrons refarmg td

arran ments and prormses of 1957 concerned

.Free passage through the Gulf of Eilat: the promlses given by the.--_'_.'
"USA were reinforced by a declaration of eleven other maritime. -
States acknowledging lsrael's right to free passage. France was one. -
of the. eleven, and its UN delegate, Georges Picot, so affirmed in the:

eral Assembly on 1 Nlarch 1957




DESTRUCT[ON OF ISRAEL REMAINS THE ARAB AIM y
'oment in. ‘Al that decade did: the. processes of Arab‘-
hostlhty and hatred slacken Egvpt contmued to be'the chaef nstry

men g processes and; they were spait out” forthrlghtly

speeches and letters of its Presadent Gamal Abdel Nasser We sha.ll
quote Uniy three examples s R

sent to ng Hussem on 13 March 1961 he wrote,_
referrlng to |5rae| . . RE

We: 'beheve Ihat the ewl whfch Was placed in the hearr of rhe'-
rab world shauld be eradwared ' :

spoee h broadcast frum Calro an 24 Februarv 1964 hE sald :

he pmspects are for war “with fsrael. It is we whu wH‘! dictare;.
irhe nme It is we wha wn’l drctare the place

:Dn: 25 Mav 1965 Nasser publlshed a staternent 1omtlv w!th :
Bi Aref of Iraq . '

: :'revolutlun took place in Svrla the nmth smce_
ath party, whu:h enloved the actwe backmg of

Ievels' it preached 'thiﬂ, Waging of'.é p'e'opls':_’s Wa:_r' .of' ibigra:"
agamst Israel and the avowed purpose of the war wis::

PRRT nuu'. |

 THE THREE weeus*i;--

15 may to 5june 1967

Caver itlustration for “Salem in the Army*, a reading and ufrr'ﬂ'ng .
primer for the Syrian army.




¥ 'm Dav War are i the unremlttmg hdstllltv of the
raly States tuwards lsrael and thetr constant inciterrient to destrdy

ntr he [mmedlate ‘catises of the: war are to- be found:in

ned campalgn of war upon Israel. Each partner; had it wished;
Id hav topped the escalataon at any one of its successive stages :

wh'ch 'duld helghten the cr:s:s and bnng lt nearer to war.

FIRST STAGE DF ESCALAT!ON FALSE REPORTS OF

CG_N_CENTRAT!ONS OF ISRAELI FORCES ON THE svaN
~BORDER. .

eated regorts. about the eoncentration of thirteen  Israel: brl

tUrked: to Egypt on 14 Mav- R

rnment was, alrnost certamly aware" fro

‘Badran;: Egypt 5 former Mm:ster of Defence early
estlmony was grven

Syna shortly V¥ befdre the war to-check:

ed'_ (Mrddfe East New.s Agency, 24 February 196‘8}

':the Syrian:|sraeli bdrder'-zone could — and did:— - verify. that ‘there

reports received fromi the. Chief:

i
rr:h shauid grue rise to undue r_'cmcem “(A/6669).

han eafflrrned thls rebuttai the next dav

sides of the line.* (8/7896‘}

atit tieh: took place durlng the secand half of May and.
M n that escalatmn ‘the USSR; Egypt and Syria- were‘
e start, Dther Arab States eventualtv also joined the

o- attémpt. of. that knnd was' made. On the contrary, at every'.
Fy an unrestramed zeat was evinced to proceed to the next one

inithe:first furtnlght of May, the USSFI and Syna began ta spread-'f'--"-' '

gades on the Syrian-israeli border. These were also communicated. . .
) Eq ian 'parlramentary de!egatron whlch Wis then wsat:ng the"

risis; that ‘the’ repurts were false At the al'ln :

nd:Saviet aifegatmns of fsrapif m:hrary concentrations on..
yrian; fmnner He dfscavered that these: affegations were :

uperwsorv Orgamzatmn (UNTSO) whu:h had observers if

of: UN: T.S‘O in Palestme rhere have been no recenr indicat
mevements or concenrranons a!ong any of the':

,eports fmm UNTSO _observers have canfrrmed the absence of P
0o cancentrat:ons and’ significant troop movements on both !

i 'Had the USSR Egvpt and Syna acted on the basrs of the authentm :
--_mformatlon provided for' them by the UN and. by theif’ own

sources, the escalatnon might have been halted at an. early stage

. Their Governments however preferred to ignore the facts.’ The
" Soviet* Ambassador to israel, Tchubakhin, even declined ane -

" Minister- Eshkol’s: offer to go out to the Syrian horder so as to .
- verify for himself that there really WEre no concentrat:ons Df Israelt
-forces there IR :

Why did these Governments refuse to use the UN assurance that
there were no concentrations of Israeli forces on that horder asa
means: of arresting the process of escalation? Almaost certainiy, be

* caiise they had not the sltghtest interest in arrestmg it.

_ 'ESCALATEON SECOND STAGE — EGYPT MOVES A LARGE

' E}(PED[TIONARY FORCE INTO SINAI
- The trumped -up tales of concentrations of Israeli forces Dn “the .

Syrian border were used by Eavrt as a pretext for moving its army
‘into Sinai. On- 14 May, Field-Marshal Amer issued Battle Order. )
. No.1- callmg for the mobilization of all Egypt’s armed forces, pro-
. clalmmg a state of total alert throughout the army and depldylng alt -
unlts 10 forward positions. On 15 May, Egvpt|an armour and in-

' fantry slarted moving from: Cairo to the Sinai desert, and’ Egyptlan
: Mlgs were transferred to ferward airfields in Sinai. :

Aftogether two armoured and five mfantry dwlsmns tdtaﬂmg -
S 90 000 men and 900 tanks, were assigned to enter Smal :

R _-.ESCALATION THIRD STAGE EVACUATION OF THE UN
" EMERGENCY FORCE ON EGYPT'S DEMAND -

- On 16 May, the Egyptian Chief of Staff, General Faw2| mstruc:ted :
L General F{tkhye Cdmrnander of the UN Emergency Furce to with-"
“draw his troops frdm thair pDSItIDI“IS along the international frontler .
-:and frem Sharm -el-Sheikh, as quptlan forces had been’ posted
afong ity ready for action against Israel. General Fhkhve mforrned e
the UN Sacretary General of this Egyptian demand. That same - ° .
* evening, U Thant summoned the Egyptian delegate to the UN and -
. told him that the' UN' would regard the demand for a partial with: "
drawal of its troops as a demand to withdraw the entire Emergency -
~ Force from its pasitions. Thereupon the Egyptian Fareign Minister,-
Mahmoud Riad; wrote to the Secretary-General on 18 May reqmru_ '
ing that an end be put to the presence of the Emergency Force'in
- Sinai and the Gaza Str:p and that it be wuthdrawn 5 soon as
. pdssuble




same; day, the UN Secretary General . after cnnsultmg
ep 5entat|ves.'of-?‘ tha:. States: with: contmgents in the:

thdrawali of’ the UN Furce from; the Egyptlan lsraell
bordér:zone:and: Sharm ei Shelkh tnok ptace cm 19 May, the: pns:
el

ee*called up,. and there: was: a: second still! partla[ call
‘ of reserve- units. on’ 19: May: after the: withdrawal of the: UN
Force ndfthe entrv ofia: further Egyptlan furce mto Smac

e Demannrarmr.m.{:airo callinyfan war.ﬁgainn:fsf-&e! »-
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' EGYPT S POSITION FREPARING FOR AGGRESSION i
-.-_-Among ‘the secret: documents that fell into the hands of the lsrael
-::.Defence Fr:)rces inJupe. 1967 was a Battle Order of the Egyptlan air
' force dated 'IB Nlay the eve of the wnthdrawal of the UN Fnrce

Here |__ |ts flrst paragraph

. 'Top Secret L
TRt UAH Eastern Command HQ e
Offlce of thi Chief of Staff. No. td/3/‘|967/T24
. < Datet 18 May 1967 - :
Battle Order No. 3!57

quer Eu’ar

' The Order then spemﬁes huw air units W|l| be ass:gned in support of
_'-_-’the ground trnops '

Tms Grder fora m.v!rtary operation a.'mmg to cut off the Sauth
erri-Negev. from fsrael and take Eilat, was issued on the selfsame
day: when the Secretary-General af the UN informed Egypt that
1€ 'had gmen instructions for the withdrawal of the Emergency’

frere wel na !sraelr caneentratrans on the .S‘yrran border

ot out its entire pre.-;ence in our holg) land.” Egyprran' :
sts -kept cal/mg ‘fora’just lrberatfon war of the ‘Pales
Ahmad Shukem leader of “the: Palestme Libetatian

w:/! be tatah'y destroyed ’

: ESCALAT!QN FOU RTH STAGE EGYPT CLOSES THE

of wa:t:ng for him, Nasser chose to present him with a further stage
‘of esca|at|0n He took no notice of U Thant's specific appeal to hlm'
o ahstam from any new measures L[r]tl[ hns own arrwal in CHII‘D

A An affensrve is p.’anned ro cut off rhe Sauthem Negev and r:an- :

CEfron rts Pomrans and- that UN observers had confirmed : sl

rgamzat:on ‘fn-d’ broadcast on Radro Carm procla.'med ‘!srael R O

hat:gny.ship that trled o' runthe blockacfe would"-_' L
unk.-When' he ‘made” this® announcement, he knew: that the -
ry-GeneraI of'the United Nations would be visiting Cairo. -
|ght houirs later in an endeavour to'settle the conflict. Instead'-

i us, with: war they are welcome

Ca1ro Hadlo repor‘ted Nasser addressmg hls troops thus."

: pass !hmugh the Guif of Aqaba

: _._On 24 May, 1he Egvptlans made it knewn that heavy guns had heen:_ n
~mounted: on' the: istand ‘of Titan at the entrance: to. the: Gulf of'
; Agaba: dnd! that: Egyptian: submarines: were: patrolling: the: area.” &.-
- Liberians vessei on: its: way: to: Eilat,. reported’ that ﬁre had been‘- :
' opened upon lt from the Egyptlan side:

.' ISRAEL S POSITION F’ATIENCE AND FORBEAHANCE

‘ By international law: the: steps. that were  taken by Egvpt in: the'_:

B embark on: total: war thh lsrael.’.

T Stralts were: cause- enough: for the threatened State tg start: war R
Even. so; and. notwithstanding; the: fact that |srael had, in the past oo
“declared: that it would: regard closure: of the. Straits as a casus befli,. o
the: Government of Israel decided: to adopt a- pohcv of for'_:'_‘.

- bearance: On: 23" May; the Foreign Minister, Abba Eban;, feft fori
- Parig; London: and: Washington: Israel's purpose was to-try and per=;
i slindi these — and: other — capitals to:act 5o a5.t0 put an-end’ta: the: -
4 -_:clusure of the: Straits and:bring about the withdrawal, of Egvptnan-' S
" Torees: fromy Smal ‘where: they: constituted’ a direct menace tai theg__}'
_"’suulh of Israel :

i 'EGYPTS POSITION ‘A CALL FDR WAFI TO DESTROY
SUISRAEL SRR
- While: Israei waite: for the: Great Powers, the mar|t|me States andé'-- )
o the UN to: induce: Egypt to: reverse: the: steps. that: it had: taken: and:

. thati were: leading: to: war, Egypt's. President and: its mass’ medla_s S
' fu!mmated 1hat war was; Egypt $.consuming-desire;.. : e

Calro Radlo c)n 25 May::

T Arab,i peuple s, frrmiy resofved: to’ wrpe lsrael aff the map*'
. afid resrar'thn honourof Palesting:! : S

Pres:clent Nasser |n a speech on.26: N]ay

“The: Arab: peaple wants to fight. Wa fiave- been wafrmg for the::_.: VL
right: day: when: we: wouldl: be fully prepared, . . Recently, we liave:

felt; strong; enough to- triumph;. with God’s help, if we'enterintos

- Battle: with: lsrael: On: thiat basis, we: Have decided to: take: the 3

- actual! measures. Sharm: el-Sheikh: implies. a confrantation: with:" "

2 Israel; Taking: this: step-makes; it imperative that we: ber ready to:’ '

W' williin no Gircumstances: whatever permit the ﬁag of Israef ta o
AF rhe lsraelfs w.vsh ra threaren' T




Israel s exrstence in itself i is an act of aggress:on
i f 'coexrstence wrth !sraef “

natfon: agal_nst Israel two other events ought to be recorded

_.on -'_25 May,". headlng an’ Egyptlan delegatlon to dlscuss mrhtary
: rnatters wnth the Kremlm e B

_.:On 27\3_May, Egypt asked that the Securlty Counml be convened

f. Agaba

Agaln the Presndent of Egypt at a press conference on 28 May : :

- We accept o
'Wh_lle Nasser was agutatmg Arab publlc opinion ta a war of exterml :

F Egyptlan Mmuster of War,; Shams Badran, arnved in Moscow f

Was: reported that Saudl troops were dep[oved in. the: :

A dlstance of fo more than 40 kllometres SEparated the Egyptlan; e
___forces in. the Gaza Strlp frorn the Jordanlan forces on Mount_

; The Egyptuan air force had 450 planes and rts prmmpal air flelds"_
: in Sinai were within twel\.re minutes flvmg-tume frorn Jerusalem and-
_ﬁ':TeI Avw- _ .

- 'On the Jordanlan Front

_ Pract:cally the entire strength of the seven |nfantry and two' i
. armoured brlgades of the Jordanian army was cancentrated in the b
'_West Bank and the Jardan Valtey. By way of remforcement two
Egyptian commande battalions were deployed in the Latrun area, "
midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. Both thiose cmes were o
" W|th1r| range of the Jordanian artlllery : '

A0 East Bank.and was making its way to the West Bank. An lraql___-
i squadron was attached to the Jordanian air force. : )

: Saudl forces were concentrated in the vicinity of Aqaba facmg
Ei[_ N . . . '

On the Syr:an Front

.A!most the whole Svrlan armv was concentrated on the Golan
,gHe[ghts it was a force of Five infantry and five armoured brlgades. SR
The Syrlan air force had ahout 120 planes. :
_:- DPEF{ATIONAL OBJECTIVES

: Egvnt

" e The Egvpt:an air force Battle Order No. 3/67 of 18 May, clted R
" above, -sets. Egypt's operatlonal target as the severing of the South S
ern Negev and the seizure of Eifat. By that seizure, Egypt presum it
bly hoped to comp!ete the rnarltrme blockade of the Gulf

On 3 .fune the Commander-m Ch|ef of the Egyptian Iand forces e
B _General Nlurthaga issued the following declaration to hls troops:. o

“The hrsrorrc moment has arrived . .. You must put your heart._ S
‘and your body into the holy war in which you are about to:: -
gngage for the restoration of the plundered Arab r.vghrs in Arab_ SR
Paiestme : SR

‘e In a speech on 4 June Masser said:

SR ‘We are. burning with impatience for this barﬁe m avenge the .
¥ _'_'treachery of 1956, .

An lram dwlsron mcludmg 150 tanks was concentrated |a1 the ISR




An Drder bv the cornmander of the Jordaman 27th brlgade =
am Ali |bn Abu Taleb = to the commandlng offlcer of its reserve
'battallon fell mto Israel 5 hands after the war. 1t instructs the Bat-
ahon o attack Motza a village in Tsrael territory, s[aughter alt the
populatlon and raze it to the ground This village is six kalometres s
west: of Jerusalern on. the haghwav to Tel Aviv, and the Order for its:

not many af them wrll sirvive.*

ATTETUDES OF THE POWERS AND THE UN Tl
"For’ three weeks, from 15 May until § June 1967 fsrae! walted-"

'-ﬁ_f ’Those who survive will i remam in Palestme bur I esrrmate that o)

¥ 'patlentiv for the Powers and the UN to induce Egypt 1o reopen the ..

ttack f:ts in wnth a desngn ta cut off Jerusalem

___advance beyond Lod, Israel’s only internationat airport, and prevent

.--uniy e!even kllometres east of the alrport

'e_battle of Elberatson RS

of. w.rpmg Israel of f the map . .. This is the day to wash away thef
. od" wrﬂ.rng, we shall meer in Tel Aviv and Harfa "

hie qu:darfan of the Zfomst State,”

' In an :nterwew on 4 June the leader of the Organtzation Ahmad :

an’ Arab vrctory HIS answer was thls

i Accordlng ta the Lebanese paper al- Hawaderh of 7 June 1968, '
._the operatronal target of the' Jordanian forces in June 1967 was to'

tits:use. In 1967, the armistice: line between Jordan and Israe] ran Lo

r.include a plan to drive into Israel along two lines, through-_ S e
ayarden to Safad and. Nazareth and from the south of__‘_

ay, the: Presudent of Syrla declared 'The tlmB has come'

We are resofved determined and umted m achreve our clear ain -

edam of the e entire homeland must b v won rhrou_qh S

Shukeln, was gliestioned as to the fate of native-born Israells after . L

: 'Tlran Straits to navigation and withdraw’ its forces from Slnal where'_ |
their presence, - within so short a range of Israel’s horder; repré- 0 |
. 'sented g constant threat The wamng produced nothmg but dls L

G appolntment

' :"USA ~ For all its open frlendship and its understandmg of lsrae[ s. ;
:* distress, the USA could not find any practical method of maklng".

good the promises which it had given lsrael in. 1957. Even the
attempt to get a number of maritime States 1o sign a‘joint declara~

tion an the right to freedom of navigation in the Stralts ended |n_; o

faulure

'France and Great Bm‘ran - Both were concerned flrst and fdre-_'_ -
S most, to ‘annpunce. that they no longer considered themselves-_
" “botnd by the Tripartite Declaration of May 1950 but were depend- ...
'ilng on’ the UN In the Tripartite Declaration, Great Britain, Frarice -
“and-'the: USA" had undertaken to ‘guarantee the armistice Ilnes S
'_against any attempt to alter them by force. France every abstalned;. R
-+ from . association; with those Western countries which expressed-
support of the principle of free passage through the Straits;’ and'-_'

: contented :tself wnh descnbmg the situation as comphcated‘

s A French proposal to refer the handling of the matter to the B:g.---

~ Powers won the backing of the USA and Great Britain, but: the._ L
'.__USSH opposedlt e :

-‘USSR The Sowet Unlon contlnued to charge Israel wnth eggres-: g
'f-desugns On: 23, Mav,_followmg Egypt's clostre of the Tiran =

Stralts -, the: USSR .published a- statement that -whoever’ started'f'

- aggression wolild encolinter not only the resmtance of the Arabs but: o
“also the. USSR's ‘strong opposition. No attempt was made by the "
T Soulet Union to help in restoring the previous situation: ‘On.the ;
contrary, the' reception of an Egyptian delegation [ed” by the',"
- Minister 'of War at tha height of the crisis, the spreadmg of anti- "

" Israel propaganda that grew increasingly violent, and political sup:, "
o port for the Arab States — all these gave rise to an unmlstakable -

impression that the USSR was unreservedly committed to the Arab._:~.'_ B |
' '5|de : :
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: UN The part taken by the UN in thls perlod may be summarlzed
as, follows ' - '

The: Secretarv Generals hasty acceptance of Egvpts demand_'
_ that: he w:thdraw ‘the Emergencv Force allowed Egypt to. escalate'- i
- the crrsrs wrthout anv hindrance.”

dsser’ s retort to the Secretary General‘s attempt to halt further" :

escalat:on by: paylng a’visit' to Cairo was the c[osure of the Tiran
-_Stralts on the eve of. U Thant 5 arnval

g :1The Secunty Counc:l meeting on 29, 30 and 31 May and on 2_" :
; -and 3 .June dld not succeed in formulatlng any practlcal resolutlon

'_mRAeusmTUAﬂoN

" After waltmg for three weeks, Israel could sum up its situation as
i fOllOws : : : :

On the Strateglc Plane

_whtch'.:' !srael ‘would be destroyed The' rmrumum oblectwe ;
hev set themselves was to cut off certam parts of lsrael

\llew of the concentratmn of Arab forces along its borders and .

r:that, tho gh manv natmns were offerlng svmpathy, not :
nent.was prepared to take any: practlcal steps that
duc Egypt to'reverse it actlons of escalatlon Israel was
‘only alternatwe was 10 act or to throw jtsalf upon:;
the: mercy of other States. lsrael chose the way of mdependenr:e '

"WARBREAKSOUT
. War broke out on the morning of 5 June 1967

_Ohserver Corps G_eneral Odd Bull, a message from™its Prime-

EQVP’E had rmposed a blockade on Israels southern maritlme- L

-That morn:ng, Israel delivered to the Chief of Staff of the UN .

B lVllnlster to Klng Husseln ln |t Israel made it clear that it would not
- start any operation against Jordan unless Jordan attacked, but, if _
“Jardan did attack, Israel would counteragt with aII its might. (In his :

-~ memaoirs published after the War, King Hussem aoknowledged that s
: he recewed the message )

Jordan 5 reply was to upen art|liery flre atl along the armistice '_ o
llne Its guns shelled Jerusalem mainly, but other urban centres;
inéluding Tel Aviv and its suburbs, were alsa bombarded. On that
same morning, a Jordanian force crossed the armistice line in Jeru
salem and occupied the headquarters of the UN Ohserver Corps.

" Thus, 'on 5 June, Jordan symbolically brought to a climax in Jeru :
P salem what Egypt had begun on 15 May in Sinai.

To recount the course of the wir, which lasted only 5|x days is not.
the concern of this pamphlet. The lessons to be learnt from the war.
are, likewise, the principal concern of military experts. But, far

"lsrael @s a nation, there is still a series of lessons that reflect its .

experience during the period of the three weeks that preceded the. -
war. We shall try to summarize those lessons, - '

e C-mnon rnuzzlr-s ol alglu Amb States: Sudan; Alge.na Unxwd Arab Flepuhhc Saud;
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”*‘ms 'liESSnns

 PRET THREE

:FIRST HDSTIE_ITY AND HATRED ENCOURAGE E
: AGGFIESSION

The crisis of May. 1967 would not have developed 50 swn‘t!v mto '

: . war hysteria in” the Arab States; had not hostility and hatred 1o~ -
. wards Israel been persnstentw fanned by the Arab Gevernments L

: THE LESSONwIsrae! musr r:anstanﬂy examine whether. any
) change has takeri place’ in- Arab enmrty and Arab’ incitement ta. i
hatréd of Israel. It mist especially examine what the Arab leaders ©

tell therr people in’ ‘their own language, and not ner:essarrfy what

' they say to farergn represenratrves in a foreign Ianguage TP

SECOND SHORT TERRITORIAL RANGES ARE A

X TEMPTATION FOR AN AGGRESSOR

Egypt was tempted to close the Tiran Straits because it was there, .

' -' on the spot. |t was tempted to plan an operation that would cut off. -

the Southern MNegev and seize Eilat because its army was at a- dls- g

- -tance of one to three hours from those targets.

» lordan was tempted to open war in Jerusalem and to bornb Tei
e Avw because those two cities were within the operatlona! range of -
- :-'lts unlts.. . . :

_' - Syna attacked the Israell wllages in the Jordan Vallev because S
g thev were wuthm the range of its guns. : i

'-jThe mlhtary force whach the Arabs had concentrated and the short' D
o range. of the targets against which that force was deployed mspired
U the® Arabs with the conviction that, whatever happened, they ‘would:
o be able -at the very least, to achieve important partial gams |f not

s the total aim of Israel’s destruction.

; THE LESSON The boundaries of Israel, whu:h wilf be determmed_

i negarranans with the Arab States, must be secure and defensible:

.S‘ecure baundar.res are. such as will not again expose fsrael to.

temptarmns of Arab ‘aggression ‘or give an Arab aggressar demsrve o
advantege in vanaus sectars -

L .THIRDLY THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION AND
. UNITED NATIONS FORCES ARE INEFFECTIVE N

S RESOLViNG A CRISIS : .
"= The UN'Emergency Force was withdrawn from its posuttons. o
L within four days of the start of the first serious crisis in the reglcm :
where it was stationed. - B

‘. The personal intervention of the Secretarv Genera[ could not :
: prevent further escalatuon




e 'I'he Securrty Counml d|d not get BvVeEn as far as decu:lmg what_
S should be done . . .

ta.'m'y nor of any small nation. This lessdn has been driven home:_
v stilt-moré ‘pointedly in the sequel of crises that have arisen since
- 1967 in other régions of the world, {An’ outstanding exarple of the

: : rneffecrrveness of the Securrty Coum:rl was the Ind.ra Pakrstan war
'}':.m 19.71} SR . . -

"_FOURTHLY INA CFHSES GUARANTEES AND PROMISES

7 GIVEN BY THE POWERS IN THE PAST LACK CREDIBILITY

* I the test of the 1967 crisis, the Trlpartlte Declaration of 1950 and
v -'_'the promrses made by the USA in 1957 were shown to be futlle. _

'__.THE LESSON Guaranrees may perhaps come after the deter-

mination’ of secure and defensible borders, but cari certainly not

_.sup,olant them. Such guarantees must be the result of agreement. -
. between the partres

G/ RDS EGYPT : : I :
Fenmsu!a and the Gaza .S‘rnp Three tlrnes m nmeteen_:_
ears he :Smal desert and the Gaza Strip. have served as the area-of. -
oncentratlon of Egyptran forces preparmg to mvade Israel L :

E.S‘SON fsrael will not dgree to Egyptran forces returmng'
r-.'Egj/pt vwli not return to the Gaza Strip. Thatpart of Sinaji: "
hat. woild be restored to Egypr under an agreement with fsrasl will ..
ave. o be. “demilitarized: Demr!rtanzanon can be assured by a

: mrxad Israel Egyptran forr:e

.Sharm eI Sheikh — Twice in naneteen years Egypt has’ explolted its- :

o

s to deny Egypt the temptation to exploit it once
: r:lose the Straits. I order that Sharm el-Sheikf remain in.
Asrael’s hands rhere must be territorial continuity between it ano‘ -
'lsrael N :

AS REGAHDS JORDAN : i
i The West Bank — Twice in nineteen years thls has been used as an
_area for the concentration of Arab forces meant to attack lsrael

THE LESSON Ne.vrher the Un, rhe Secunty C.‘ouncrl nor a UN. E
. Foree. is'a re!fable guarantee of the security of any State, and cer-

presence in:Sharm. el»Shelkh for. the purpose of i |mposlng a maritime
'Israel 5 south n_approaches. It has no: other usa’ for :

-'Practlcally all the populated areas of Israel were wnthm the range of
:the Arab artlllery emplacemenm in the West Bank

"'.THE LESSON  The. Rrver Jordan wr!/ ng Ianger be apen ta cross- 3

__fng by Arab troops To assure that Israel must have a foothold in
the Jordan Vaﬂey. T : S :

AS REGAHDS JEHUSALEM

:.,'__Twme in ‘nineteen’ years the c;t\'r' has been the objectlve of a war _5
~launched by Jordan. [t was Jordan's aggression that led to the crtv R
: bemg spllt in two

'THE LESSON Jerusalem will remain umfred as part of Israel and
- :as its caprral

; AS HEGARDS SYFIIA : o
. The Golan’ Heights — These have served Syria as a base for attack- L
= upon the Jewish villages in the Jordan Valley. :

. THE LESSON — Israel must stay on the Golan Heights that corm- e

rriaad_ the Valley.

concLUSIoNS. e
-These are the lessons derived by Israel from the perrod when it

stood-alone’, facang a coalltlon of Arab Governments whlch had ey
ecadeci that tsrael should be destroyed : i

_-' The lessons constitute israel's positions, riot Isras|’ s condltlons

-in:the:negotiation ‘of secure borders between israel and the: Arab
3 States.: Israel does not lay down any prior conditions, and accepts' i
: that in negotratrons everything will be open for discussion. .

Israel announced in the Knesset on 4 August 1970 its readmess

peace treatv between the parties,

Cogr

f'carrv out Secunty Council Resolution 242 of 22 November 1967 . _
in. allits"parts, with the object of reaching a bsndmg and agreed._-

Israel has‘expreesed its readiness, wrth:n that framework to W|th-:' > g
draw its,armed forces from the areas administered by it since the _. " -
: 1967 ‘fighting, and as & result of that fighting, to securs; reeognuzed- R
' and agreed borders that will be determined in peace treatles o
% The need for secure, recognized and agreed borders. i is Israel s
-'*-prmclpal lesson from the events that preceded the war of June-

' 1967 :

. The need for negotlatlons between Israel and its Arab neughbours_' " )
S _|s the chlef !esa.'on of the years that have since elapsed ROS
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