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A STUDY TOWARDS THE SOLUrION OF LNI’EISERIAL’
PROBLEMS. IN THE NEW ZIONIST COMMONWEALTH.

by Emile Berliner

Some vesrs ago there cssurred in the Enlted atates
ons m those periodic monstary parslss which seriously affect-
ed every indusiry,and irade in generzl, throwing meny workmen
and mechanics out of employment, and checking new en‘terp'flses
thet had been ‘bﬁgam in the hope of gsim and of future success-
ful apsrat:mnss.

Meny thousands of honesi mechanlcs ana workmep -
walkea the streets in search of something to do, in order that
they might keep their wives and childrer from want and suffer-
ing. Almost zny wages were accebied because in those years
living expenses wers not high and good food was obia mab e g5t
what would todey bs considered ridiculously low prices., .

The well-toc~do and those who had substantisl savings
s¢counis, e&s:u.y weathered the stevm, but the spectacle of so
meny fathers of families willing %o work but unable fo find
employment showed a lack of adjustability in the sociasl and
. economic fsbric which appealed tc every thinking person whs
 dssired the reazl progress of the race towsrds a betisr sccial

justice.-

Whet was at that time unsmployment on a large and
thrsatening scale is a continuous menace sven undsr our more .
improved moedern financisl conditions and credit systems. %hen
not long ago I approached the labor leaders at the Headquariers
of the Americsn Federation of Labor in Washington for the pur-~
posg of getting such advice as might bs applied to future. in-
dustrial legislation in the new State of Judea, their spokes=
z&m admitted that they had ho defimite progrem which would -
cons yd.tn%;e a general panages fer the solution of industrial ..
lebor problems. He said, hevsaver, that if we could do sway
with unemployment it .would ge far-under reasonabls good wages
and labor comditiens - to bring about peace and conteniment
among those who toiled with their hands in order to earn sn
honest living, He also peinted out that one means for sitizin-
ing the reducing of unemploymen‘c consisted undoubtedly in the
stimuleting, by the State, of farm development, by offering
evory inducement %o draw people away from the Ciiies that they
might become producers of food and of raw products in the
CouUntry. :

he ;391: that an orgeni zs";:.an, which had made the

solution of industrisl lsbor conditions a life study for so
many years, had not arrived at a definite program which might
be applied t¢ a new staie, proved thei some mew iack had 1o

be suggesied and tried. Any Ship of State which was sseking
a satms&actory method of adjusting the clalms of the different

elsments that sonstiiuls the body pelisic, has 1iitle %o hope
from past exDeriences. . The whole fisld is s5till g blenk in
spite of an ensrmous amount of study vhich scme of the great-
o5t thinkers of the world havedeveted in attsmgts te find a
preper lsbor adjusiment in that turmeil ef muscles and brains,
theorists and praciical men which logether :aeam. what is known
ag Civiiization.

Based on these assumpiions and without consider-
ing sritically all previously atiempied theoraticsl solutions
towards the same goal, I desire w submit ~ what may net be a
compliete panacea -~ but the diresiion whiclh may porkaps open
up new view peints or new visitas, or new cembinstions of 218
advices put together diffsrently inte whst seems to me 1o
yrcm&sa some kimi of & success on whick further progress may
e bassd

From the start I accept the dictum given me by the
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American Federation of Labor thet the redustion of industrial
unemployment and the favoring,by the State, of a movement to-
wards the ‘farm. are desirable trails to follow, '

To this I would join csvtaln axioms, some of which
have been’many times laid dowm by writerzs and students of
lsbor problems in the .past. Ist me ea&mera%e some of them:

i1, = mhe~mater1al success obdainable Ev any in~
dividuyal is based:=

{a) On his persensl ability,

(b} On the existence, in the world around kim, of
msny people who will buy the. prsducts of his
»ablﬁl ty and pay him a profit over the dost of
making them. -

2. - The prestige and success of every State amd
Sommonwealith rests on the labors of comparatively few leaders,
‘ef eXceptional men, who Yave the sbility to rise above their
fellow-citizens by virtue of supsrior wxsaomg greater initiative
‘and more evident erlglnallty of %ﬂough

.3, = It is a desirable policy of every Szatv, or
anﬁ@ﬂW@&i*h to recognize, encouragé arnd reward supsricr abi-
1ity, the possession of which smong its citizens alo one sdvances
‘the progress of the 5%8*3 and ite pres»lge among the nstions of

the Zarth. '

4, = Any system of social or industrial legisiation
‘whick 1s so paterhal that it dempens or discoursges personal
initiative or opposes the rising, in the commmiiy, of execép-
tional individuals who may bemefit the State by their leader-
ship, entervrise or applied genius, lacks fereszcht~aﬁa
wisdom and is of very doubtful sxpedisncy

. B. = All nsture revels in variety, snd any attempt
to leviel humsn beings by ultra-social and paternal legisistion
is unnatural snd therefors éaomed te'ulilmata failure; it is
opposed to the best interesis of the commmnity because it would
depress people inte a mass of commonplzce individuals whose
minds wonld become stunted because their native origimality
snd imitist iv'= remains UNGRSOCUrage d and tzreﬂ'avéeé

Tt is irue that there will be, under psternal legis-
1atloﬁ,;eas care and struggle for ths zﬁé_?*dﬂaig bat will any
thinking ge“son assumes that the struggie for existense is of
necedsity a2 disadvantage? When we take cere of public ubilities
and in ad ﬁl%”sﬁ thersetc provide for the neglecied or widowed
mother and her children, when we look after old age fellowing
a 1ife of honest toil, and when we, maybe, provide nolt only
for State controlied sanitation, but for medicsal aid =zs well,
we have gone, I think, ss far as is expedient. Tt go beyond
this is to make sstialism and Date*nallsm a2 curse instead of
a blessing to the .people.

, I subscribe most emphaticelly to that part of the
Pittsburg Zionist program which advises. t?a*“all public
utilities be State-owned and State-controlled. I would go
further and punish unloyaliy of State employees sever rely, I
would designate for instance sn organized strike or ctﬁel
action which would cripple & public-utility =5 treason
agzinst the State, amd I would place participants under Statutes
that would operaie ss n%empt ¥ and sevey ely as Msrtial Law. On
the other hand I shoald compensate loysl services to the State
by specisl annual premiums aﬁd by distinctions and marks of

noNor.
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I take 3% that the adoption of the complete Pitisburg
program is not nrescrlbed. a5 a necessary premise to the work of this
committes, It is toc radical in its scoPe and would irighten many
é&sua‘ble pecple from setti:mg in Pelestine. ITits provisions cater
too much to those radisals who are dnclined at all times to throw
sverboard well iried and proved instituiions because not everyihing
ot the present is as.:,‘ast -and equitable as it might be.

T submit- thsﬁ‘ +o stmggie under handicap and té achisve
oy goeal of disltinction by St?&ldmg o08°s Initiative and fighting
quaiity is pref erabje and gives g'z‘eater satisfaetion thar when you
ars pampered, and. thrown overboard with a lifelime around.your waist.
On the other hend we must preovide that superior ability may not
become a menacs s that groups of men may net moniepolise capital or
necessities and dema:aa #n unjust tribdute or prafit from thelr fellew-
pitizens,. -

In the case of Palenis which sre an smcouragement and

- stimaius tc the developmenti of new contirivances of vajue, the -
Stats shoudd heve the right of purchase when inventions becoms

pablic utilities or practicsl necesities. I would, however, further
provide that after, say, ben or twenty years from such purchase ih
inventor shall have the privilege, in 3&'&21’@2?, te demand a further,
& final compensetion should his patenied idea have proved &f greater

‘imporiance sud pablic service then the State conceived it to be at

tbs tims of pﬁ* chase.

. £
45 4o all else thet may conmcern the senterpriss of

’ izzdwvn.duals would rsly on the present Jaw of supply and demsnd
.and on free competition for carb_rg abnormal profits, snd I should

subscribs to subh messures against restraint ¢f trads and unfair
compstition as have proved themselves ixm accord with justice beth
to the crssting individual and the consumers benefited By him,.

¥ow thus far I have proposed m""hing which would
nreveﬁt the sccumulstion of pvivately held largs fortunes end of
unesrned or mnjustly earned Incrementig, And I would here

 introduce, in & modified form, the remedy which hes often been

submitted, which has been inm =z messure a2pplisd already and which

‘will opersate whemever an individual dies, leaving a large fertune

benind. I propese either thet nebody be permitied to leavs by
¥ill more then & cerisin maxisum smount, or that & certain per-
captage, of incrsasing proporiions as s for rtune 13 Isrger, be
ueciuctaﬁ and. be turned over tc the Siasts,.

AT further ?regese that the Stats accumzlate
these inceomes infc 2 special fund to be used enly for the com~
struction of public works or @itilities, and that whenever 2.
worker,or s slass of them, find themselves caughi by enemploy-
ment’ bhe;: shall be able ‘bﬁ immediately obtain work from the
State at 2 miniwom wage far §ifferent sctivitises or labor which
wage smount, am-'sver, shall always be less than the average wags
for similar work psid by privats citizens. And & permanent
Specisl Commission shall be competent te iterminste such employ-
ment by the Stale, after due notice given in advense, i such
notice and termination appesayr to such commission to be warranted.
Thers remsins the possibility ne »ably gt the beginning
of onsragwg such & 1aw, thet the 5tzte may 2ot possess the funds
€0 help out aﬁsmplagmenﬁ This is to be. remedied by special taxstion
or by the c¢reation.of an emergﬁnsy fund &5 psrt of the Bidg-st of the
Stete whepsver the Industrisl Commission sbove menmtioned reports the
sdvisdbility of ﬂﬁea“f.mg or adding te such emergency fund.

‘Paraliel with such a2 pelicy, ths endsavor, by the
State, to stimulate the davels apment of farms will no doubt
minimize the danger of anempl@men‘tg This I am told, hss been
the effect in Hew Zsaland, whers industrizl reforms have been




tried on a largs scals. !

: To recapitulater I am against the slightest. check ;
put on individunal initiative and ambition., "I would allow full i
scope to. enterprise and have the individual enjoy the fruits : g
of his laber while he is .living. But I would have the State
take over a. large portion of his earnings above a certain , ;
amount afier his death and use them for the produection of

pablic works and wtilities and primarily for the purpose of :
tiding over the honest imdividual who is caught for a while ~
in the net of unemployment Without any fault of his own.

This preposiiion is a mere sketeh submitied for
the consideration of ithis Commitiee and I beg to sugpest
that it be carefully measured es to what it might lsad to

| when applisd and embodied in the legislative sysiem of the
new Zionist Commonwealth..

Washingien, D.C. June-191S.

NORRIS PETERS. INC.. LITHC., WASHINGTOR, B. C. I
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