: Nothing could sursly be furthel( from the lush mozmtains : af K:mi pione.erlsm

' Israel 's longest with an Arab nalghbmn‘.
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KTBBUTZ LOTAN: 4 PEARL IN THE ARAVA 5‘ A g "

Yehonathan Tommer

than Kibbutz Letan - a new agrmultura.l vzllage in Israel'.a Arxd.‘Aeaya regien. (. H

Today, however, the Arava is a showcase of 8 agrigulture where

abundant quantities of winter-grown vegetables are being produced with

advanced technology to furthez I.srael*s agricultural experis drive.

Through the Jewish National Func;}.wof New Ze‘a,l‘.anfi‘;_; the txranny of wilderness has
now been abollshed. by a cemzu : 14

Lotan.- Thls is o 1nclude the ifrastrugture for hous-

ing and :Lndnstry, a s well as tree plantmgs 'bo prete 'bh,e vxllage from the

extremes oi‘ elimate in an area seme 200 meﬁ:as 'belQH _,s a

" Development of Kibbutz Lotan 18 an exhilerating departnrae from JKE -Hew ‘

Zealand ‘s tradltz.onal cooperatlen mth JNE-Australia, : :Lch b.as helped o L

greer Israel's bare hllls — netably ay Kere.m Haharal, ‘near Halfa. Desplte

its small Jewish communlty, though, J NF-BeH xealand. IS eonfld,ent of ralszng

the necessary funds to promete Lotan as 1‘# P

Lotants young community is also a. sucaessful mf:del fer mgrant ahserpt;en,

similar to nearby Kibbuiz Ketoura thch was a:ceated, a deaaée age. Amerlsan
singles form the majority of the communlty, though other Engllsh—siaeakizg
unlverslty—tralned people have also Jjoined the ls.lhbutzg Several ga__g

(nucleus groups) of lsraeli bigh school graduates h,a,ve als;g decided to make 3
.the kibbutz their home, and thej are anr_.egt;g Living there m the context of

Nakal, an IDF program which combines milijta_xfy servics withpa.oneerl:ggmcﬁnty.f»

O
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Kibbutz Lotan recently meved. 1;0 1ts germanent s::.he

founded by thé Mwemeni fczr P:agre331ve J’udalsm, :

0 at thei;: :

ntent Qf :

see fit. Harman v1suillzes Lota.n as an 1n1;e11e ‘,:tua,lly mgmlsltzva commum:ty

eommemed on the eenstru&tl

Future plans 1nclud.e the est

school for the children of Loi;an a.mi neighh ng ¥ hel Harm tmuld also

like a certlﬁed. Progreasnre Rabbl te eff e af. we dd.mgs amt t«o adm:.mster

the communiiy?’s other rellglous needs. But thls, h' : axa 'olv;ously‘ epends

upen the agreement of the Israelz. Ch:r.ef B.abbmate

Kibbutz Lotan has reached a major landmark, With inaug ;,.‘_,;?Lj‘v":iﬂn day alrgadj
behind it, the pioneering commumity has its eyes rivgﬁbe&__on fature growth

and developmen,
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