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CORRESPONDENCE
. On the Advisability of Calling a Conference

for the Purpose of Combating Zionism

During the annual meeting of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis at Chicago in July, 1918, a number of
those present expressed a. desire to see measures taken to
combat “the menace of Zionism.” A committee of geven,
later enlarged to thirteen, was appointed, with the
Reverend Doctor David Philipson as Chairman, to take
such steps as might be deemed necessary in the premises‘v.
The committee decided it to be advisable to hold a confer-
ence of a number of prominent American Jews, rabbis and
laymen, to discuss the subject, and determine what action
should be taken to counteract the activities of the Zionists.

At the end of August the Chairman wrote to a number
of persons for permission to append their names to the call
for such a conference.

The following letters give the reasons of three of those
addressed for declining the invitation to participate in the
call.
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Mr, Oscar S. Straus to the Reverend
Doctor David Philipson

' New York, September 2, 1918,
RasB1 Davip PHILIPSON,
3947 Beechwood Avenue,

Avondale, Cincinnati, O.

DzuAr SIR:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of August 80,

Permit me to say that I regard the holding of a confer-
ence to counteract the activities of Zionists as distinetively
unwise and harmful., In view of the fact that Great Britain,
France and the other allied nations through their highest
officials, have given assurances for the welfare of the Jews
in Palestine, regardless of the fact whether one is a Zionist
or not, to oppose such a beneficent purpose on the part of
a section of our people can only be hurtful and show a lack
not only of unanimity, but of appreciation for these wel-
come assurances, which should receive the gratitude not
only of Jews as such, but as Americans, for this first sig-
nificant and econcrete move on the part of the allied nations
to assure freedom of development for subject nationalities.

I do hope that your committee will recall its. proposed
action, which to the extent it may enroll a protest, can only
do harm. I make this suggestion, yea, request, not as a
Zionist, as I'am not affiliated with that organization, but as
an American and as a lover of our people,

In every ecrisis of our history, from the destruction of
Jerusalem, there has always developed a fractional few who
have prevented that solidarity so necessary to achieve
beneficent results. ‘

Do you wish Palestine to remain under the tyranny of
Germans, or, what is equivalent thereto, under the subjec-
tion. of their brutalized tools, the Turks? The purpose of
your committee, could it be successful, would have no other
result than to further this most deplorable end.

I write you thus frankly and emphatically because of my
high respect for you, with the hope that you and your
eolleagues will reconsider your proposed action.

Very truly yours,
OscAR S. STrAUS,

Mr. Jacob H., Schiff to the Reverend
Doctor Dawvid Philipson

Bar Harbor, Me., Sept. 5, 1918.

My pmAr Docror PHILIPRON:

Replying to your communication of August 80th, I regret
I cannot see my way to give permission for my name to be
used in connection with the eall of the Conference in oppo-
sition to the Zionist Movement.

I believe I have already heretofore explained to you the
reéasons which, soon after the outbreak of the Russian Revo-
lution, have induced me to ehange my former attitude
towards the Zionist Movement and I have since become

. more and more convinced that it was in the best interests
- of our People that I did this.

Greatly more than I did when I first eceased my oppo-
sition to the Zionist Movement, do I feel now that the
creation of a Jewish Home Land in Palestine is most
desirable, - :
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I am very much afraid that conditions in Russia, Poland,
Roumania, Austria, perhaps even Germany and elsewhere
are such that the outlook for the Jews there—and these
form a vast majority of the Jewish population of the world
—is far from being a favorable one and that for reasons
which would lead too far to go into here, but which by all
those who want to use their eyes, can be well seen, consider-
able unhappiness, if not suffering, is likely in store, in the
countries I have named, for the Jewish population.

American Israel alone, in co-operation with its English
and ‘French co-religionists, is in a position to effectually
help this proposed creation of a center where the Jew,
forced out by impossible conditions under which he may
have to live in the diaspora, shall be able to go with the
agsurance that he shall find very sympathetic surroundings
and conditions under which he and his posterity shall be
willing to live. '

There can be no doubt that the success of these endeavors
will have the most healthy and refreshing effect upon entire
Israel, wherever in the world its members may be located,
and the proposition which you bring forward that American
Israel combine to oppose these efforts, is, in my opinion,
nothing less than preposterous.

Your proposition, in the nature of things as these have
developed, cannot be successful and will only bring forth
bitterness, recrimination and marked division among the
Jewish People of this country, which, I am sure, is greatly
to be deprecated, '

Believe me, dear Doctor Philipson, that I continue to
have the highest esteem for you and I am unhappy to feel
that you are about to place yourself at the head of a move-
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ment which is certain to fail, as it should fail, and bring
moreover hurt to the Cause which you represent in your
ministry and to which, ag you know,-I feel personally much
attached. ’

Baithfully yours, -

Jacos H., ScHIFP, -

P. 8.—With you I deplore the grievous error the Zionist
Organization, of which I am not a member, had
made in its questionnaire sent to members of
Congress, but it would be a mistake to endeavor
the pouring out of the child with the bath.

Bwtract from o Letter Addressed by Mr. Louis Marshail
to the Beverend Doctor David Philipson
under date September 5, 1918

“I do not see what can be gained by embarking on &
campaign of controversy and polemics, especially at this
time. The Jews should be united, with their minds intent
upon but one thing, and that is, the winning of the war, I
am afraid that you do not give due weight to the ideas
which underlie the Balfour Declaration. They are of great
political importance so far as the interest of the allied

. nations is concerned. Mo combat Zionism at this time is to

combat the Governments of England, France and Italy,
and to some extent our Government in so far as its political
interests are united with those of the nations which it has
Joined in fighting the curse of autocracy.’’
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Correspondence on the Same Subject between
Mr. Louis Marshall and Mr. Max Senior

Mg, MArsmALL 70 MR, SENIOR
New York, September 26, 1918.
My pEar Mg. SENIOR:

I am informed that it is contemplated to hold a
convention in Pittsburgh in the near future for the
purpose of protesting against Zionism, and that you
are to take a prominent part in the gathering., 1 feel
a delicacy in making any suggestions on the subject, espe-
cially where my opinion has not been asked and the in-
trusion of my views may be regarded as offensive. I
trust, however, that my entire freedom from partisanship
and my great interest in all that pertains to Judaism may
be considered as in some degree warranting me in saying
what I am about to say.

A few weeks ago, in common with many others, I re-
ceived from Dr. David Philipson a request to become a
signatory of a eall for a conference to be held in New York
City for the purpose of combating Zionism. In declining
to become a participant in the movement I wrote to Dr.
Philipson a letter of which I enclose copy.

The reasons which I then urged have been emphasized

by the rapid march of events since that time. The Allied -

armies have now swept the Turks and the Germans out of
Palestine. There is every reason to believe that within
the next month the advaneing armies will be in possession
of Syria and a considerable portion of Asia Minor. It is
significant that Jewish units constitute a part of the vie-
torious army. '
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Subsequent to the time when Dr. Philipson wrote his
letter, President Wilson expressed his personal views in
support of the principles laid down in the Balfour Declara-
tion. France, Italy and Greece have formally adopted the
terms of that Declaration. There is, therefore, a unanimity
in sentiment on the part of the Allied Powers, which make
the Balfour Deeclaration a part of their united policies.

The American Jewish Committee, although its members
are in the main non-Zionists, recognized the political im-
portance of the Declaration, and its strategic significance
as a factor in the effort to defeat the Central Powers and
for strengthening the cause of the Entente. Ior that rea-
son, and as a result of the most careful deliberation, the
committee adopted, with practical unanimity, at a general
meeting of all the members, the statement of which I en-
close a copy. Major Lionel de Rothschild, who is the
President of the League for British Jews, informs me that
that organization is in practical agreement with the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, although he has suggested some
changes in phraseology which, under the circumstances, are

- not feasible.

I am confident that the Balfour Declaration and its
acceptance by the other Powers, is an act of the highest
diplomacy. It means both more and less than appears on
the surface. Zionism is but an incident of a far-reaching

. plan. It is merely a convenient peg on which to hang a

powerful weapon. All the protests that non-Zionists may
make would be futile to affect that policy.

If that were the sole consequence of a protest, I would
stand mute, but I am confident that action in hostility to
the carefully formulated pronouncement of the Allied Gov-
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ernments would be resented, the Jews as a whole would be
the sufferers, and those engaged in combating what these
Governments would regard as their policy would place
themselves in serious jeopardy. It would be at once
charged that their act tends to give aid and comfort to the
enemy. It would subject them individually to hateful and
obnoxious investigation. It would put them under sus-
picion. I could give concrete examples of a most impressive
nature in support of what I have said. T am not an alarm-
ist, and even my enemies will give me credit for not being
a coward, but my love for our people is such that even if
I were disposed to combat Zionism I would shrink from
the possibilities which might be entailed were I to do so.
I have never been identified and am not now in any way
connected with the Zionist organization. T have never
favored the creation of a sovereign Jewish State. My in-
terest in Jewish affairs is largely from the religious point
of view. Yet I am so impressed with the reasons which I
have sought to present to you, that I would regard public
antagonism. to Zionism at the present time as an act of
treachery to the welfare of Judaism. I'm not attempting
to eriticize anybody else’s act, I am only telling you how
I would regard my own action in the present circumstances.

Finally, let me say to you as one who has for many years
studied Jewish conditions in America and who understands
the beating of the public pulse, that nothing would so
greatly tend to strengthen the Zionist cause at this time
as the holding of a convention whose purpose it is to attack
that cause. The Zionists, whether their views be sound or
otherwise, are the advocates of an affirmative policy. "1t

is one that appeals to the imagination. Tt is replete with .
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poetry. It is regarded by the religious-minded of e{,ll creeds
as tending to bring about the fulfillment of anelexilt pro-
phecies. It aims at the reconstruction of a land which }.1as
been under the oppressor’s heel for centuries gnd Yvhleh
inspires enthusiasm in the hearts of those not easily stlrrgd.
At this moment the entire eivilized world is on fire W%t;h
the inspiration that follows in the wake of a dramatic mili-
tary vietory. What can a handful of men, whose program
must be one of megation, accomplish against so positive
a program as that of the Zionists, endorsed as it is by the
great liberal Powers of the world? The outcom? would be
pitiable from the standpoint of the anti-Zionists. If I
belonged to the Zionist organization I would ask for
nothing better than that such a convention as tI‘lat
which you have in mind be held. It would be like
Mrs, Partington seeking to keep back the Atlantic Ocean
with a broom—you would be simply overwhelmed.

But even that would not concern me. I believe ordi-
narily that every man should be permitted to seek happi-
ness in his own fashion. Bul what does concern me is the
welfars of the Jewish people, not only in America, but in
‘foreign lands. Knowing as I do the sacrifices that you
have made for them, the splendid service that you ren-
dered while abroad in the interest of the Joint Distribution
Committee, I regard it as my duty to ask you to do all that
lies in your power to defer the holding of any convention

. of the kind proposed until the war is over. Give me the

ccredit of believing that I am speaking advisedly.
Very cordially yours,
Louis MARSHALL,
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Mg. SENIOR TO MR. MARSHALL
‘Washington, D. C., Sept. 30, 1918,

Mr. Louts MARSEHALL,
Guggenheimer, Untermyer & Marshall,
120 Broadway, New York City.

My pmar Mg, MARSHALL:

I have your favor of the 26th inst. You need make
no apologies for addressing me on the Zionist matter.
We are hopelessly apart. But I have long foreseen the
danger in Zionism and I welcome the opportunity you
afford me to express my views.

I have always regarded Zionism as incompatible with
Nationalism. I have no divided allegiance. I repudiate
any connection on national, religious, racial or cultural
grounds, with a ‘‘national home land for the Jewish people
in Palestine.”” We have seen how demoralizing a divided
allegiance was to the Germans in this country. I do not
want to have the Jews repeat that experience. I want to
be an American Jew, if the Zionists will let me—I abso-
lutely refuse to be a Jewish American,

I do not pretend to know the inside political history and
the intricacies of policy at which you hint. President
Wilson has declared for the - utmost publicity in state
matters and so I know only what is public property. But
I cannot see the eonnection between Zionism and the cap-
ture of Palestine. In my opinion the Allies captured
Palestine as they are now capturing Bulgaria and redeem-
ing France. Having found that Palestine was a weak
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point in the German-Turkish line, they took it, regardless
of Zionism or non-Zionism.

I am not to be intimidated into silence by either of the
threats you mention; first, that I may incur danger to my-
self; second, that I may injure the Jews. The former is
too trivial to notice. I regard the real danger to Jews to
lie in silent acquiescence to the Zionist claims. To my
mind, it would be a erime to be silent now.

I had hoped that the Zionists would postpone their
political activity until after the war, for T wished to pre-
serve the Jewish solidarity for relief purposes. You recog-
nize that the non-Zionists did not precipitate the rupture.
The break was bound to come, of course, but the recent
Tammany-like circular to Congressmen was certainly the
breaking point,.

Ag to being on the losing side, that presents no terrors to
me. I have been on the losing side all my life, I have
fought for free trade, municipal reform, Jewish rights, in
Russia and Roumania, better housing and similar matters
for over twenty years, and have always been defeated. But

. 'I continue to protest in these matters and, similarly, I re-

fuse to accept the Zionism coup d’etat as an accomplished
and sacred fact. ,

Finally, you and I and the Zionists know that Palestine
offers no solution for the Jewish question in Russia, Galicia
and Roumania. Six million Jews in these lands of oppres-
sion cannot be removed to Palestine under any circum-
stances. I certainly have no objection to Jews moving to
Palestine, or Persia, or Patagonia, if they can secure free-
dom in those lands. But emigration is only a palliative.
The Jewish question must ultimately be worked out in
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Russia, Galicia and Roumania and can be solved only by
the adoption of the admirable doctrine of President Wilson,
who declared a few days ago that ‘‘there shall be a common
standard of right and privilege for all peoples and nations.

Yours very truly,

MaAx SmNIOR.

Mzr. SENIOR TO MR. MARSHALL

October 14, 1918,
Mr, Louils MARSHALL,
New York,

DeAr SIR:

The Zionist agitation in the United States and the
criminal silence of non-Zionistic Jews have brought us
quick and bitter fruit. A leading article in the New Re-
public of October 5, 1918, characterizes Jews as ‘‘aliens
among more or less friendly peoples, restricted by law or
custom to a narrow range of vocations, ever conscious of

a separatist solidarity instead of the general solidarity of .

which members of a compact nation are conscious.”’
" This is the logical, and, in fact, inevitable deduction fro

the Zionist argument. Will you, as an individual Jew,#

as a loyal and devoted American, as President of the
‘American Jewish Committee, allow this statement to go
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unchallenged? T hope not, And I trust it will open your
eyes to the terrible menace of Zionism to the Jews through-
out the world, to which you have been most unaccountably
blinded.

Yours truly,

Max SENIOR.

Attitude of the Reverend Mr. Nathan Krass

AN Opexy Lorter 1o DOGMATIC ANTI-ZIONISTS

What will you do if Zionism becomes a reality? You
have constantly maintained that the Jews are only a relig-
jous denomination. You have reiterated most emphatically
that the Jews do not constitute a race. You have mini-

 mized almost to the zero point the ethnic aspect of Israel.

You have vociferously urged that Judaism is a religion
only and that Israel merely means those people who believe
in Judaism. You have maintained that inasmuch as the
Jews are not a people, they cannot be a nation.

I am very much concerned as to what will become of
you in case the Jews under the aegis of the Allies are
granted not only full domiciliary rights but also some
measure of autonomy politically in Palestine. Will you
resign from the Jewish race? Will you change Judaism
into monotheism and call yourselves monotheists? Will
you deny historical relationship or any other kind of rela-

* tionship with the Jews who may live as a separate nation-

ality in Palestine?
You have maintained that it is God’s will that Israel be
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eternally scattered among the peoples of the earth. If
Tsrael should return to Palestine what will you do with
your theological asseverations? There are many like myself
who, looking into the future, are not only curious but
anxious to know what you have in mind in regard to the
progress of Judaism in case Zionism becomes a reality.
There are many of us who are not as enthusiastic about

the Palestine commonwealth as others are. Nevertheless,

we see that such a state of affairs is not only possible, but
probable. You evidently deny not only the possibility, not
only the probability, not only the desirability, but algo the
international aspect of restored Zion. What will become of
your theological theories, of your philosophic phrases, of
your self-assurance in the possession of the seeret of God
as regards the destiny of Israel? These questions are asked
you in good faith. There is no desire to arouse contempt-
ible controversies or to stir up raucous hostility. We want
to have clear thinking on all important subjects and I
believe a clear and dispassionate answer to the guestions
I have propounded will be of invaluable interest to those

of us who are deeply concerned in the future, not only of

Judaism but of the Jews.
Cordially yours,

NaTaAN KrASS,
RBabbi Central Synagogue.

New York City, October, 1918,
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