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On that Sabbath

When the parchment was burned

The letters were scattered around me
And a suffocating scream choked me

[ saw it crumble, scatter

Almost escaping

Nothing remained but an image of Man.

Since then, within the flood of futile slogans
I gather up letters

Sewing together words,

Trying to unite within me

0°7%K 0% NN The image of God.
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am not a supporter) has been focused primarily
on issues that, whether you support or oppose,
serve only to exacerbate pre-existing divisions
in society. Their focus on promoting their
ideological interests or demonizing their
political opponents has come at the expense
of doing what they were tasked to do.

And, when the crisis came, they were not and
are still not able to respond in a way that the
citizens deserve. The only bright spot through
this failure is the incredible work that the
Israeli citizenry took upon itself to organize,
to unify, and to aid those in need. As my good
friend and colleague Rabbi Galit Cohen-
Kedem wrote, “this awful government does not
deserve its wonderful citizens”.

The third conception which has shaken me
and so many of my Jewish friends and family
is the stunning silence of so many that we
considered friends and ideological partners.
Many of the same people with whom we had
marched, prayed, and cried out in the face
of injustice in recent years fell silent. When
it was Jewish lives that were stolen, when it
was the Jewish State that faced threats from
an enemy who abhors the West and all of
the progressive values we cherish, we heard
silence. And it was stunning and damning.
Those who we look to for moral leadership
from university presidents, journalists,
politicians, and other public figures, for so
many of them a simple statement that ‘Hamas

is a terrorist organization and we condemn
their actions’ was suddenly an impossible
challenge. As images and videos of killings,
abuse, and kidnappings were published, there
were people who contextualized those acts,
some even celebrated them. Even worse, they
cast doubt that they actually had taken place,
as if the Jews had invented them for our own
nefarious purposes. Perhaps the writing has
been on the wall for some time now. In so
many so-called progressive spaces there was
room for all, except for Jews. Iwill admit that I,
like many of you perhaps, tried to overlook this
reality because of ideological convenience.
But no longer. The antisemitism that has
been allowed to perpetuate in these spaces
can no longer be tolerated and there must be
concerted efforts to weed it out.

So much has been broken, shattered in the last
week. The seventh of October, 2023, will go
down in history as an inflection point in Israeli
history and in Jewish History. What was is not
what will be. While we may be shattered in this
instant, we will build and begin to collect the
many scattered pieces of our People. As our
tradition teaches, we are commanded to put
as many of the broken pieces of the vessels of
creation back together as we can in a process
known as tikkun olam - repairing the world.
May Shabbat Bereshit present us with the
opportunity to begin to build the world anew.
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SIX DAYS AND EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED
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This past week we read Parashat Bereshit,
which recounts the creation of the world.
The Kabbalists teach that in the moment of
creation, God filled ten vessels with divine
light. However, these vessels were too fragile
to contain such an overwhelming powerful
light. They broke open and all the holy sparks
of light were scattered like sand, like seeds,
like stars.

Just as these vessels shattered due to the
sheer power of their contents, so have so
many Israelis and Jews around the world been
shattered by the indescribably horrific reality
of the attacks that began only six days ago.
Every conversation opens the same as it did
before this war: mah shlomcha how are you?
But that question has become rhetorical. We
are all broken in a manner that we have not
been before.

Much has been written about the atrocities
carried out, the loss of life, the shattered
families and communities that can never be
put back together. These must be known to the
world. I would choose to share with you some
thoughts about something else that has been
shattered in the past days. Many deeply held
conceptions and paradigms that Israelis and
Jews around the world held, have been turned
upside down. The spiritual wound caused will
play a central role in all that comes next.

The first conception that was shattered is that
the defense establishment can, and will, defend
Israeli communities on sovereign soil. The
names of communities like Nahal Oz, Be’eri,
Kfar Aza serve as terrifying memorials that
this may no longer be the case. Families hid
for hours, as terrorists moved with impunity
through their communities, texting friends,
even journalists, begging for intervention by
the army. No help came.

In effect, for the first time since the 1948
Independence War, Israeli communities fell to
an invading force. The horrific price for this
failure was paid by women, men, and children.
People of all ageswere tortured, murdered, and
brutalized by Hamas terrorists. What can the
Israelis do if the “strongest army in the Middle
East” fails? What can the Israeli nation do if,
when a crisis comes, the response is not swift
and devastating from those tasked to protest
them?

The second conception is that of the
responsiveness of the Israeli state to its
citizens' needs. What we have seen is that
the government with all its resources and
ministries, who are supposed to be the ones
responding to a crisis, simply are not. The
level of incompetence has been appalling.
Since its establishment earlier this year, this
government (of which Iwill readily admit that I
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DAY 11 OF THE WAR | 100707 11731 D1l
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It is day 11 of the war. Eleven days of hell —
of terror, of anguish, of death. October 7, 2023
marked the first time I ever heard the ringing
of the siren announcing an airstrike. The
first time I ever felt the boom of an airstrike
colliding with the Iron Dome. [ amvery grateful
to be in Tel Aviv, in the center of the country,
where I feel relatively safe. Since the war
began, there have been at least two airstrikes a
day. Per usual, I run into my bedroom, which
doubles as a shelter, and fiddle on my phone
or embrace my partner until the last airstrike
has passed. The other day, I looked out the
window as an airstrike loomed over the city.
I watched as hundreds of birds flew around
in circles seeking safety. I could feel their
fear, the adrenaline pulsating through their

bodies as they searched for a place to land.
Their flight struck me as a reminder of my
own physiological response, which in the past
two or three days has felt subdued — perhaps
a testament to the sheer power of human
adaptability. Or perhaps I'm dissociating. Or
perhaps the risk of death is really not so great
from where I stand. I'm not sure. In the past
11 days, airstrikes have become a regular
occurrence here — we wake up, we eat, work
a bit, doom scroll on Instagram, boom, back
to the scrolling, and so forth. Yet in watching
the birds, I felt the gravity of the moment we're
living in. The way in which war and violence
affect every being on this land. The way we are
all just trying to survive.
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Mothers stand guard at night.

Belief and love strengthen their rejection

Of the terrible news.

Preventing it from infiltrating

The fortress of Home,

The heart's inner sanctuary.

Alert in body. muscles tensed,
Waging nightly wars on fears for their
Existence.

Closing accounts with God and his
messengers,

Making promises,

Prostrating,

Pleading,

Not my daughter

For sacrifice.
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leadership by many young adults who grew up
in our movement and call for a ceasefire: are
they first affirming “I am your brother/sister,
now, please hear what I have to say?”; When we
have serious criticisms to share, we ought to
begin by establishing our bonds. Let’s begin
by expressing from familial love our criticisms
and demands.

This matters for a few reasons:

It is important as a show of solidarity with our
brothers and sisters in Israel to say to them
first, before articulating your critique of their
prosecution of this war: “You are our siblings.
We care deeply about you, and we share the
devastation you feel from the murders and
hostage-taking. The "Simchat Torah" massacre
left us all scarred and traumatized, and we
know that you must respond with force to
eliminate the threat of Hamas to the people
of Israel. We know that there are (at the time
of writing) 133 of our siblings still being held
hostage in treacherous conditions, and we
have to seek to get them released and home.
And, just as we were taught to love you as
our siblings, we were also taught to fight for
justice for all of God’s creatures. That is why
we feel so strongly that the killing of innocent
Palestinians must stop...” Sincerely doing this,
would have a much different effect.

It matters because starting out acknowledging
the close bonds we share as American Jews,
changes your argument from an “Usvs. Them”
dynamic. When Joseph says, “I am your
brother” he changes the “them” to an “Us.” He
fully intended to care for his family. Without
that intention and assurance, it is hard for
many of us to distinguish between those
within the family who critique from anger and
disappointment from those in the progressive

political space who wrongly regard Israel
as a puppet state of the United States, and a
settler-colonialist entity, and an essentially
illegitimate state - for which every act of
legitimate Israeli self-defense is regarded as
aggression and violence against the powerless.

Israelis are feeling isolated and alone. They/we
are feeling the gas-lighting of the international
community that has accused Israel of acting
with genocidal intent against the Palestinian
people, when it is Hamas that has openly and
explicitly expressed its genocidal intent to
kill all Jews in repeated actions on October
7. On the other hand, Israel articulated
in its Declaration of Independence that it
wishes to live with all its neighbors in peace.
Hamas has stated clearly the exact opposite.
Back to your message: By stating before you
offer a critique of Israel’s positions vis a vis
this war and a ceasefire “I am your sibling,”
you can say to Israelis, you are not alone, and
we North American liberal Jews see you and we
love you as our brothers and sisters. We can
then argue with each other, as family argues
about tactics, strategy, and Israel’s and Hamas’
conduct in the war.

I say to all those who have been reaching out to
us regarding the UR]’s position I see you and
hear you. I feel your pain at this very difficult
and unprecedented time in modern Jewish
history, and I agree with you on much. You are
my brothers and sisters and I love you. But I'm
afraid I have to disagree with your approach.
Yet, [ welcome you to a conversation. I invite
you to join me in listening to Israeli AND
Palestinian voices - to better inform our
perspective. I invite you to come with me to
visit Israel, to listen to the stories, and to bear
witness to all that has taken place. Your voice
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Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come
forward to me.” And when they came forward,
he said, “I am your brother Joseph, he whom
you sold into Egypt (Genesis 45:4)

During a time of crisis and desperation, the
sons of Yaakov decide to turn to the major
world power and appeal for help and support
from the top leadership of the Egyptian empire
to the South. Soon after the brothers’ arrival,
Joseph, as the second in command of the great
empire, unveils himself and reveals his true
identity as their brother whom they sold into
slavery a lifetime ago.

The power of this moment cannot be
understated. We read in the previous verses
of Joseph’s inability to contain his emotions
having come face to face with his brothers
after years of being separated from them. We
must assume that the brothers experienced
shock and disbelief and then relief to learn
not only that their long-lost brother was alive,
but in a considerable position of power to help
them in their time of need.

While the drama of Genesis is a literary
masterpiece based on long-held familial
bonds, this episode in our people’s narrative
teaches us a valuable lesson for this moment.

What is the inherent value and significance of
looking at another person or group of people,
and before anything else saying to them
plainly and simply: “I am your sibling.”

When we Jews experience together times
of crisis and we turn to others for help and
support, we so often look to our brothers and
sisters for comfort, support, and assistance.
Joseph did not hold back from his brothers'
tough demands. Yet, his demands come not
as a consequence of his holding political and
governmental power, but from his being part
of a family.

Over the past weeks and months, much
attention has been dedicated to many among
our younger generation of North American
Reform Jews who have raised their voices in
serious critique of the UR]J’s position on the
Israel-Hamas war and specifically questioning
why the UR]J leadership has not insisted on a
ceasefire along with the release of the Israeli
hostages being held by Hamas.

I laid out my argument in detail about why
we can’t call for a ceasefire. As we look
toward the end of the book of Genesis and
are presented with the stressful example of
Joseph confronting his brothers, there is one
important question that immediately comes
to mind in light of the letters sent to UR]
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is important in the Jewish community, and we
are in this together.

What is needed now is to say, “I am your
sibling, I love you and please hear what I am
saying.” We must acknowledge that the rising
death rates of Palestinian civilians and Israeli
soldiers are of grave and urgent concern to
our community. At the same time, we have to
acknowledge that we in the Reform Movement
are part of a big tent with a wide range of
political points of view. Also, as a North
American religious Jewish organization, we
are not positioned to offer military strategy
or expertise to Israel - it is inappropriate for
us to intervene in those decisions or call for
a ceasefire with a unified voice. We are in the
position only to say “I am your sibling. I love
you, and here’s how this looks and feels to me.”

Today we observe the 10th day of the month
of Tevet (Asarah B’Tevet), known in Israel as
the “general kaddish day” (Yom haKaddish
ha’klalli). Just weeks after the worst tragedy
to befall our people since the Holocaust, we
have a heightened sense of mourning for our
people and are searching for our siblings and
for the comfort of our people.

Shabbat Shalom.

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN UR] BLOG, ARZAWEEKLY,
DECEMBER 22ND, 2023
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When [ was in the fourth grade, it was required
that all students take up a string instrument.
Most parents, like mine, didn't run out to buy a
new instrument, in my case a violin, knowing
that there was a high degree of likelihood their
child wouldn't stick with it in the long term.
So, our local music store had a program called
“rent to own.” Parents would start out renting
the instrument and after a certain number of
payments, the instrument was yours to keep or
trade-in for a nicer one. After ayear of lessons,
most parents realized whether their child was
going to continue playing or give it up, whether
the violin was merely a temporary rental or a
longer term investment. In many ways, this is
the best metaphor I can come up with for why
on December 27, 2023, I boarded an El Al flight
from JFK to Tel Aviv with a one-way ticket, and
landed in Israel not as a tourist, but for the first
time, as a citizen.

My first trip to Israel as an adult was exactly ten
years prior, on Birthright. In the subsequent
ten years, I would have the opportunity to
return to Israel nearly 50 times for long visits
and short ones for conferences, meetings,
vacation, and to study. With each visit came
a stronger connection to Israel, a deeper

appreciation for the simultaneous miracle and
complexity of the State, the people, and the
land. In February of 2023, while in Tel Aviv for
a conference, I had my “rent to own” moment
as it related to Israel.

That same night, I went to Jerusalem. It was
the second week of the protests to safeguard
Israeli democracy. The protest movement
helped clarify my thinking about making
Aliyah. Jews around the world have two types
of relationship with Israel - one covenantal
and one contractual. Until making Aliyah,
like millions of Jews outside of Israel, my
relationship with Israel was covenantal. The
judicial overhaul posed and continues to pose
a threat to Israel’s half of the covenant to be
a Jewish and Democratic state for all Jews:
the challenge with covenants is one party can
break their side of the agreement, but doing so
does not relieve the other party from upholding
their side. For the last year, I have felt caught
in the middle of American Jews and Israeli
Jews, who both feel the other side is walking
away from the agreement.

A contractual relationship, like that of a citizen,
is different. It affords you rights and privileges,
and with it comes duties and responsibilities.
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Israeli Jews by virtue of being citizens are in
a contractual relationship with Israel, some of
whom entered into it by birth, others, like me,
by choice. The change in status from covenantal
relationship to contractual one, for me, was
the rent-to-own paradigm personified. For
me, that change in status comes with a greater
sense of connection to Israeli life, a heightened
obligation to contribute to Israel’s wellbeing
and democratic nature, and an opportunity to
make good on Israel’s relationship with Jews
around the world.

“You made Aliyah in the middle of the war?” -
after hearing it more than a hundred times, the
best answer I can come up with goes back to
the metaphor of the violin. For those of us who
stuck with violin, and eventually came to care
for the rented violin as our own, it represented
a new level of commitment: to more practice,
to harder music, to more intense learning.
I feel the same about making Aliyah - the
decision for me had nothing to do with timing
or relative ease, but rather an outgrowth of
nearly 50 different opportunities to experience
Israel over a decade.

Still, October 7 for many strengthened “the
terms” of the "agreement". We have seen the
profound response of Jews around the world
and in Israel to recover from the worst attack
on Israel. I have felt a change in the level of
patience and compassion with which people
treat each other and an unspoken heightened
level of connectedness. It's a changed and
different Israel, one that I am figuring out daily
how to meaningfully contribute to.

“You made Aliyah in the middle of the war!”,
It’s a turn of phrase but one that I think about
daily. I made Aliyah on day 82 of the war, today
is day 162. I sincerely hope that everyone who
said this were right, and that soon the war will
end, but unfortunately there are no indications
of that. My fear is that in retrospect I made
Aliyah at the beginning of the war.

I pray for a speedy end to this war, the return
of the hostages to their families, the courage
of our leaders, and for the resilience of the
country I now call home, and the people I now
call fellow citizens.
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come to Israel as a tourist... He kept his un-
used return ticket for the rest of his life.

By the time this campaign reached its goal
and prisoners like Natan Sharansky, [da Nudel
and Yuli Edelstein were released, I was twenty,
and my grandparents and great uncle had long
since passed away.

A fewyears later, many of our relatives realized
the dream and made Aliya.

Today again, in horrible circumstances, this
call has become relevant. Not in front of a king
in his palace or a dictator in the Kremlin, but to
the leaders of a terrorist organization wherever
they hide, with the help of dubious mediators.
On October 7, Hamas terrorists abducted some
250 people, young and old men and women,
soldiers and civilians, Israelis and foreigners,
Jews and Arabs, healthy, sick, wounded and
raped. 101 days later, 136 people are still
held hostage. The numbers keep changing
according to intelligence updates. Three
young men were shot to death mistakenly by
our own army as they were trying to escape.
In our Parasha during the plague of the first-
borns, the Mezuzot are marked so that the
angel of death will not harm the Israelites.
These young men, on theirway to freedom, did
not have such protection.

The signs on the streets nowadays address
our own leadership to do whatever they can
to bring the captives back home. There is a
grave crisis of trust in them. Sovereignty in
our homeland doesn't solve all problems, as we
keep learning in the most painful ways. And
still, itis our home, our base, our own creation
and responsibility. And we have seen in these
difficult months the strength and spirit of our
civil society.

And from here we go, we come, we stand
before those who took our people away from
us. Wherever they hide, however stubborn
they may be, we demand: !"ny nX n>w

Let my people go! Let them come home.

A SERMON GIVEN AT A SHAHARIT PRAYER AT THE
HUC JERUSALEM CAMPUS ON JANUARY 15TH, 2024,
DURING A SOLIDARITY MISSION BY OUR AMERICAN
CAMPUSES' STUDENTS AND FACULTY.
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LET MY PEOPLE GO | "NV NN NI
YAEL SCHWEID | T'10 )"

Our Parasha begins with the words:
Ay DX N3 ,7wn DX 719987 - come to Pharao.

It is not the first, but indeed the last of nine
times along three Parashot that God orders
Moshe to confront the mighty ruler of Egypt,
using different verbs:

N3 ,2¥°ni1 ;7% 127 127 82,7107

Go, come and speak, speak, go, stand before,
come! 1 was surprised to find out that King
James' translation to English chose not to
translate X2 to come, but rather to go or go in.

Rabbi Yaacov Ben Asher of the 14™ century
says: "Come to Pharao - when He told him to
come to his home he would say 'come', and
when he told him to go to him to the river, he
would say 'go"".

I had a similar thought - when Pharaoh is
moving, Moshe is sent to go and meet him
wherever he is at that moment, but when
Pharaoh is seated in his place, Moshe must
come to him. He is more threatening when
he's there. Unmovable.

God addresses Moshe in the singular, but right
from the start it's clear that he cannot go on this
mission on his own. He takes his big brother
Aharon at his side - Aharon is his mouth, as

Moshe stutters. But maybe no one can go on
such a mission alone.

Each and every time when they come to great
Pharaoh, they have the same request:

Let my people go! - !’ny NX oW

Now, I don't know what about you; I cannot
read or hear this verse without getting chills.

I was ten years old when the campaign to free
11°% *7°ON, Prisoners of Zion, from The Soviet
Union began. This was its slogan: ’ny NX 12w -
Let my people go!

I clearly remember the demonstrations in
Israel and the USA, with the big signs in both
languages: !"ny NX M7w - Let my people go!

It carried a deep meaning rooted in our
national history, of solidarity, of Zionism
that was ingrained in me; and it was also
relevant to my personal family: all four of
my grandparents had left behind brothers
and sisters in Ukraine, Belarus and Poland
when they made Aliya in the 1920s. Those who
remained there and survived the Soviet horrors
and the Holocaust, got stuck behind the Iron
Curtain. My great uncle Aharon spent 6 years
in prisons and Gulags as a prisoner of Zion.
Only in 1967 he managed to get permission to
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learned about the funerals they have officiated
and the pastoral services they have provided
to comfort mourners and help the families of
hostages. They are showing up, even for those
beyond their congregations.

The lesson to share grief is not only for those
comforting the afflicted but also for the
afflicted themselves. As Brous points out,
when we admit we're feeling bad, we give
people a chance to help us. Our trip was the
brainchild of one of our Israeli colleagues. She
knew itwould help morale among her students
and colleagues to share their stories with their
American counterparts. Initially I was wary
that our mission would be seen aswar tourism,
foreigners gawking at bereft Israelis and then
returning to the safety of our cities. On the
contrary, every Israeli we spoke to expressed
gratitude that we showed up.

We heard a heartening story of bridging
from Elana Kaminka, a peace activist who
lost her son Yannai on October 7. Some
of her Palestinian friends expressed their
condolences by phone, sad that they were not
allowed through checkpoints to attend shiva.
One gave her dates - a traditional Muslim
gift for a house of mourning - passing them
through the security fence. Elana wrote to her
Palestinian neighbors, “Dear neighbors, I am
in pain now, deep pain, but I want to tell you
that within this pain my heart is open to you.
I don’t blame you for the deeds of the Hamas,
and I hope this cursed situation will somehow

bring our two nations to at last learn how to
live together, with mutual respect, so there
may be no more parents, Israeli or Palestinian,
that must grieve for their sons and daughters.
There is no other way.”

In Brous’s call for dialogue across divides,
she emphasizes safety as a prerequisite -
something that is clearly not possible between
Jews and Gazans at the moment. Among
those we spoke to, there is little hope for
such dialogue in the near future. However,
coexistence groups like the Parents Circle,
Combatants for Peace, and A Land For All are
still operating, and Rabbis for Human Rights
is still helping Palestinian farmers in the West
Bank plant olive trees - glimmers of hope in
these months of darkness.

We can also observe hope in a discourse
pattern that has spread beyond religious
circles since October 7. Israeli Jews now tend
to end conversations - spoken and written -
with Besorot Tovot, meaning [may we hear
only] good news. I even heard this from the
El Al flight attendant as we landed in Tel Aviv.
So much of the news Israelis are hearing is
devastating, and Besorot Tovot expresses
an expectation that better times will come
soon. My wishes for Besorot Tovot are a quick
resolution to the war, healing for Israelis and
Palestinians, and a lasting peace in the region.
And let us say “Amen.”

(EXCERPTED FROM THE TIMES OF ISRAEL)
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-12-01/ty-article-magazine/.highlight/i-lost-my-son-to-the-war-with-hamas-force-and-violence-arent-the-solution/0000018c-21f1-dc03-a9ec-3dfb54630000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_Native
https://www.theparentscircle.org/en/pcff-home-page-en/
https://cfpeace.org/
https://www.alandforall.org/english/?d=ltr
https://www.rhr.org.il/?lang=en
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-amen-effect-in-action-israel-solidarity-missions/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-amen-effect-in-action-israel-solidarity-missions/

THE AMEN EFFECT IN ACTION:

ISRAEL SOLIDARITY MISSIONS
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In January, I participated in a trip to Israel, a
solidarity mission with Hebrew Union College
- Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC), where I
serve as Vice Provost. On the flight from Los
Angeles, I read Rabbi Sharon Brous’s powerful
new book, The Amen Effect: Ancient Wisdom
to Mend Our Broken Hearts and World.
Unexpectedly, I found the book’s lessons
reflected in every meeting and presentation
we attended with Israelis in this time of war
and heartache.

Avoid loneliness through connection. Get to
know your neighbors.

Social capital among Jewish Israelis is quite
high. They tend to have strong social networks
from school, military service, workplaces and
so on. These networks - and the small size
of the country - made the October 7 attacks
and subsequent war so difficult. Everybody
knows someone. But those networks also
enabled the country’s resilience, as we learned
from a leader of Brothers in Arms in one of
their distribution centers. For the past year,
hundreds of thousands of Israelis had tapped
into their strong networks to organize protests
against the Netanyahu government’s judicial
reforms. Starting on October 7, those networks
became crucial in responding to urgent and
evolving needs. This amplifies another one of
Brous’s lessons:

Identify and carry out your unique
contributions to society, starting with small
acts of service.

13 /7 WA DY

Since October 7, Israelis have contributed
their time, talent, and treasure to help Israelis
affected by the war. Companies lent out space
in their buildings. Some offered artistic
contributions: new prayers and songs, clever
graffiti on city walls, moving installations
in the Tel Aviv plaza that has been renamed
“Hostage Square,” and the striking red and
black Bring Them Home posters that have
raised awareness about the hostages around
the world (and, even in Israel, are written in
English - geared, it seems, to an international
audience).

Our hearts can hold both sorrow and
celebration.

Even as Israelis are mourning, worried about
the hostages and soldiers, and fearing the next
attack, they have returned to regular life - to
some extent. The streets of Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv seemed quieter than on my previous
visits, but the restaurants and food courts I
saw were bustling. Teens socialized happily as
teens do on field trips to Har Herzl (the military
cemetery) and ANU: Museum of the Jewish
People. A rabbi we met shared a photo of a
bittersweet bat mitzvah: despite the absence
of her dad - murdered on October 7 - she read
Torah beautifully.

Show up. Share grief and joy. Go to the funeral
or shiva.

Israelis are showing up at funerals and shivas,
as are busloads of diaspora Jews. We met with
two HUC alumni - Israeli Reform rabbis - and


https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-amen-effect-ancient-wisdom-to-heal-our-hearts-and-mend-our-broken-world-sharon-brous/19997305?ean=9780593543313
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-amen-effect-ancient-wisdom-to-heal-our-hearts-and-mend-our-broken-world-sharon-brous/19997305?ean=9780593543313
https://media.bringthemhomenow.net/
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every single person in Israel fears that the
same thing might happen to them and their
children. That fear, I think, will have dramatic
implications going forward, reshaping ideas
about defense spending, about the so-called
two-state solution, and about what it means to
live side-by-side with people who want to kill
you.

The most utopian Israelis I know were those
who lived in Kibbutzim like Be’eri and Holit.
They maintained ties with Gaza’s workers
and promoted, as famed peace activist Vivian
Silver did, “joint ventures for peace”. Vivian
Silver was murdered on October 7, and so were
the idealistic daughter and son-in-law of my
distinguished emeritus colleague, Prof. Ilan
Troen. Other Israelis who shared the beautiful
dreams of these kibbutzniks witnessed
unspeakable crimes againstinnocent civilians.
In the years ahead, it will be hard to persuade
them or most other Israelis that “joint ventures
for peace” represent a realistic path forward.

Jews here in the United States have also seen
longstanding hopes punctured. Since World
War II, decade by decade, antisemitism had
declined. A whole generation raised in the
1990s felt that antisemitism was no longer a
serious factor in American life. Only people
of color now suffer in America, some of my
own students insisted; Jews are now white
and powerful. Well, since the 2017 incidents in
Charlottesville, followed by Pittsburgh, Poway,
Colleyville, and elsewhere we have come to
appreciate that, as Mark Twain might have
said, rumors of antisemitism’s death were
greatly exaggerated.

Antisemitism in our day has been stoked
by the digital revolution, but for a time
could still mostly be blamed on right-wing
extremists such as the White Nationalists in
Charlottesville and Pittsburgh, or fanatical
Islamists in Colleyville. Nothing adequately
prepared us for the tsunami of hatred now
emanating from the left: from so-called
Progressives, from college campuses, from

human rights advocates. Nor did anyone
expect hundreds of American synagogues to
be targeted by bomb threats - so many that a
new term was invented, swatted (shorthand
for forcing the police to send in a swat team).
Antisemitic incidents have swelled by almost
400% this year according to the ADL. Unlike in
Tsarist Russia or Nazi Germany, antisemitism
here in America is not state-sponsored. The
US government has actually spent millions of
dollars on security for Jewish institutions and
as I know at first hand, having testified at a US
Senate roundtable on antisemitism, many in
Congress are deeply concerned about it. But
the dream that America, the goldene medinah,
would be the one diaspora country where Jews
can “sit under their own vine and fig tree
and none shall make them afraid.” has been
punctured. Indeed, the most vile antisemitism
imaginable - threats like that of a Cornell
student to stab, slit the throat and rape Jewish
students on that campus - have become more
common than most of us can ever remember.

Beneath the surface - in a trend that actually
began long before October 7 - Jews in the
United States have also experienced a decline
in status, reduced in number from lofty
positions that they had previously achieved.
A generation ago, about a fifth (21%) of Elite
American academics were Jewish. Today the
percentage of elite American academics under
30 who are Jewish is just 4%. The number of
Jewish editors at the prestigious Harvard Law
Review is down roughly 50% in less than 10
years. Guggenheim, Marshall, and McArthur
fellowships mysteriously go to far fewer Jews
than a decade ago. And top universities today
accept fewer Jews. Harvard, for example, has
gone from being 25% Jewish in the 1990s
and 2000s to under 10% today. The Jewish
population at Yale went from 19.9% in the
2000s to 11% in 2022. Princeton, Columbia, and
Cornell have also seen smaller but significant
declines. If you have children in high school,
they probably know these trends, which may
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HOW HAS OCTOBER 7 CHANGED US?

INND D11 " MX DT INpe

11NN A1'D 1118011 AV1D TN
JONATHAN SARNA | 10 In11')

Shabbat Shalom!

I wanted to start by reminding everyone that
in our Parsha this week, we are reminded of
the shivim nefesh, the seventy descendants
of Jacob who went down to Egypt. The
commentators debate who was and was not
included in the number 70, but what is really
important as my Father z”l observed in his
commentary is that in the Bible the number
70 is used time and again “to evoke the idea
of totality, of comprehensiveness on a large
scale.”

I think of that number, 70, in contemplating
the almost 1200 Israeli men, women, and
children murdered on October 7 - that is more
than 17 times 70. Since then, our losses have
only increased. Not since the Shoah have we
Jews experienced such losses.

When the organizers requested my thoughts on
“Israel and American Jewry on the Day After,”
they and I thought that by today, January 5, “the
metaphorical “day after” October 7 would long
since have passed. In fact, the war is ongoing.
It is difficult to know what “will” happen. As an
historian, I am much better at predicting the
past than at predicting the future.

The first thing to say is that we have to come
to grips with the fact that we have lived
through a turning point, a watershed (as a new
journal calls it) in modern Jewish history. The
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famous year 1881 marked such a watershed:
that was the year when Tsar Alexander II was
assassinated, pogroms overspread Russia, and
restrictive laws limited the ability of what was
then the world’s largest community of Jews to
live in major urban areas as well as many other
restrictions. This punctured longstanding
Jewish hopes that Russia would change for
the better and resulted in two new movements
that would eventually transform the Jewish
world: Hibbat Zion, lovers of Zion movement,
a precursor of Zionism; and mass migration to
the United States. Today, some 90 percent of
world Jewry live in Israel and North America.
That is the kind of complete transformation
that characterizes a true watershed.

Since 1881, we have experienced other
watershed moments: one thinks of the Shoah
first and foremost, but also the 1967 Six Day
War. Both had dramatic and long-lasting
implications that only became clearer with
time.

As for October 7, it has already punctured
several longstanding Jewish hopes and
assumptions. We thought that with the
establishment of the State of Israel and the
strengthening of its armed forces, the mass-
murder, rape, and kidnapping of innocent
Jews, as in the pogroms, was a thing of the
past. That myth of security was shattered on
October 7. Now and for the foreseeable future,



Jewish Learning’s daf yomi program. Hillel
& Chabad rabbis report new interest in their
worship and learning programs on campus,
and enrollments in Jewish Studies courses
on campus have begun to trend upward. One
of the great paradoxes of Jewish life, known
already in antiquity, is that antisemitism
seems to steel and strengthen us as Jews. That
may well be happening once again.

There are signs that more Jews are also
contemplating Aliyah to Israel. The Nefesh
B’Nefesh organization, which tracks and
encourages Aliyah from America, claims that
applications are up 140%. The Jerusalem Post
cited a poll claiming that 35% of Orthodox
Jews, 16% of Conservative Jews, and 11% of
Reform Jews in the US are contemplating
Aliyah. That seems very high to me and there
is also movement in the other direction. But
it is not hard to understand why, in the face of
attack, young Jewswant to be able to fight back
and not just play defense. That’s the allure of
living in Israel; in a way it is what Zionism is
all about.

Let me turn now to developments on
American college campuses. Everybody here
has heard about developments at Harvard,
Penn, Columbia & MIT since October 7. The
Department of Education is also investigating
about twenty other colleges and universities for
complaints of discrimination and harassment.
Remember, free speech is not an unlimited
right; threats, harassment, intimidation and
discrimination are all illegal.

In the past, university DEI (diversity, equity,
inclusion) offices usually focused on defending
people of color against such threats. Many
DEI officers paid no attention to antisemitism,
which for ideological reasons they hardly
recognized as hatred at all (how can it be
hatred if Jews are white and powerful, said
they). The result has been awidespread rise in
reported antisemitic incidents on campuses
- the most recent Hillel-ADL study shows
that almost three quarters of all American

Jewish college students have experienced
or witnessed antisemitism since the start of
the 2023-4 school year. All studies agree that
antisemitic hostility varies dramatically from
one campus to the next. Much depends on
the school’s culture (Catholic and Evangelical
colleges have been better than secular ones),
on the character of its leadership, on the
number of Jewish and foreign students on the
campus, and on the presence of incendiary
groups like Students for Justice in Palestine.
My own university, Brandeis, has acquitted
itselfwell, precisely because the president and
the trustees so publicly condemned Hamas.
The take-away here is that those who donate
to colleges and universities should not just
withhold funds from colleges, like Harvard
and Penn, that allow Jews to be mistreated.
They also need financially to reward colleges
and universities that protect Jews. Money can
be a powerful incentive in the battle against
antisemitism.

On that note of empowerment, I want to return
to the word watershed, with which I began.
We have seen that the Jewish world changed
dramatically on October 7. Some changes
were forced upon us, but many others - like
the longterm changes following 1881 and the
Shoah and 1967 - are actually ours to shape.
Even watersheds born of tragedy conceal
within them seeds of opportunity. So as we
contemplate the lessons of October 7, mourn
all those that we have lost, and begin to plan
for the “day after,” let us resolve above all
else to build a better and stronger and more
connected Jewish life for ourselves and our
children.

Shabbat shalom.

A SERMON GIVEN AT KEHILLAT KESHER
(COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE OF TENAFLY &
ENGLEWOOD), FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22ND, 2023
10N NI017,'W' 0 W) N7 IRYID AT
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also have something to do with rising overt
antisemitism at those same institutions. Both
in Israel and in the US - which amounts to
almost 90% of world Jewry -dreams of a world
free of anti-Jewish discrimination have now
been replaced by grave disappointment.

The word one hears most commonly both
in Israel and in pro-Israel American Jewish
circles nowadays is “betrayal.” Look how
many of our allies deserted us in our hour of
need! Politically progressive Jews who support
Israel feel this betrayal particularly strongly.
Progressives in Congress have attacked Israel;
leaders of the environmental movement like
Swedish activist Greta Thunberg have attacked
Israel; Black Lives Matter attacked Israel;
feminists attacked Israel, ignoring the horrific
rapes of Hamas ; and much of the mainstream
media has attacked Israel. Academic
associations including some that I belong to
like the American Academy of Religion issued
horrific statements. Even some scholars of
Jewish Studies betrayed Israel, noticing only
Palestinian civilian deaths but not the horrific
events beforehand.

As a result of all of this, pro-Israel Jews today
often describe themselves as lonely. Jews who
lived through the Shoah also used that word a
lot; so did Jews in the wake of the destruction
of the Temple - Eicha Yashva Vadad! Since
the days of Bilaam we have been known as a
people that dwells apart, Hen Am Levadad
Yishkon.

In the past, lonely Jews have frequently
concluded that they can ultimately rely only
upon one another during difficult times (think
of Jacob Glatstein’s famous Yiddish poem,
“Good night world”). We see evidence that
many Jews feel exactly the same way now. The
remarkable Israeli story - how divided Israelis
pivoted to unity once the war began has been
much discussed. Israelis also now appreciate
American Jewry more than before.

US Jews have likewise learned that we must
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rely upon one another in difficult times like
these. In Boston, where I live, Jews turned
out in significant numbers on October 9"
to demonstrate for Israel: the event brought
together Jews from across the religious and
political spectrum. At Brandeis - students
arranged one of largest gatherings of its
type in years - that similarly brought the full
spectrum of Jews, from Orthodox to secular,
under one roof. The rally in Washington DC
on November 14" was the largest-ever Jewish
rally in the capitol. Estimated at 300,000, itwas
larger than the famous ‘March on Washington’
in 1963 led by Martin Luther King Jr.. Israelis
felt reassured when they saw that their Jewish
brothers and sisters in America supported
them. Washington politicians also took careful
note of the march: it persuaded them that the
majority of Jews supported Israel, contrary to
what some in the anti-Israel camp contended.

The question is how long this turn toward
reliance on fellow Jews will last. Will Jewish
polarization return? The most interesting
news, which I hope will be confirmed by
data, is that programs for Jewish singles have
proliferated. Singles report that the non-Jewish
singles they meet don’t understand their
concern with Israel; so they now look to meet
fellow Jews who do share that concern. When
we recall that over 70% of the non-Orthodox
Jews who got married since the year 2000 are
married to spouses who do not identify as
Jewish, the news of a trend back to in-marriage
is potentially very significant.

The bigger question is whether, in the face of
renewed antisemitism, Jews will experience a
spiritual revival, renewed interest in Jewish
prayer and learning, akin to what took place
in the 1970s. There are certainly reasons to
be optimistic. Previous bouts of antisemitism
going all the way back to ancient Persia
spurred spiritual revivals. So did 1881 and later
the rise of Hitler. Even before October 7, there
seemed to be stirrings of revival - witness
the astonishing non-Orthodox interest in My
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Praised are You, Adonai our God and God of
our ancestors,

Who loosens the bonds of sleep,

Who preserves and protects me like the eye’s
pupil,

Who opens the gates of the east,

Who causes the pillar of dawn to rise,

Who gloriously causes light to shine on all
the world,

Who causes sleep to pass from my eyes and
slumber from my eyelids.

NORYM "NMPWw XN NN 90N Mnbh b vn

Incline my heart to learn Your Torah, and may
Your Torah be the substance of my discourse
and my labor.

IPMIAN PR 11TDR 7 21090 0O NET O 1D
SNET W 0¥ NN PSR INNY

May it be Your compassionate will, Adonai
our God and God of our ancestors, that our
portion be with those who study Your Torah
and perform Your will.

:TIDERY 72779 172 *21p ynwn Tpa M

Hear my voice, Adonai, at daybreak; at
daybreak I plead before You and wait.

To awaken every morning to a new day is a
miracle, even (or especially) in these difficult
times: another opportunity to experience the
wonders of nature, to do something positive,
to learn something new---and may the ideals
of our Torah and our tradition be a source of
inspiration and comfort.

Here is one of many poetic versions of the
morning Yoser benediction (an alphabetical
acrostic for Shabbat, published originally by Israel
Lévi, Revue des études juives 53 [1907]: 241):
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With great and abundant wisdom
You designed and made the brilliant sun.

Your right hand spread out the stars and the
moon.

By the light of Your lamp, You established
Your world.

Those who perform Your righteous deeds,
Those brought near to You in compassion--
We will offer up to You sweet songs of praise
When You proclaim to Zion: Arise! Shine!

As it is written:

Arise! Shine! For your light has dawned,
And God’s Presence shines upon you.

Praised are You, O God, Fashioner of the
luminaries.

(The translation intentionally replaces the
Hebrew’s third-person description with a

second-person address to avoid gendered
language.)

On display here is the linguistic ingenuity
of our anonymous poet, who takes on the
encumbrance of an alphabetical acrostic but
manages to produce something surprising and
vibrant: creativity within a fixed framework;
another poetic tribute to the order of the
universe as manifest in the daily sunrise. It is
characteristic of Eretz-Yisraeli versions of this
blessing that they draw an analogy between
the daily dawning of the sun’s light and the
messianic dawning of the light of redemption,
which today has Zionist overtones for many

people.
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We must begin on October 7. My wife and I
were in Atlanta for our son Yoni’s wedding, for
which I was m’sader kiddushin. At 7 am we
were awakened by a text message and phone
call from our cousin, the retired head of the
CBS Radio News Bureau in Washington, DC..
He told us what had happened in Israel. Were
we going to proceed with the wedding that
weekend? We were. It was the elephant in the
room all weekend, which we all acknowledged,
but the wedding was an affirmation of
intergenerational Jewish continuity in the face
of tragedy. After that weekend, we contacted all
our friends and colleagues in Israel to indicate
our solidarity and to share photos of the bride
and groom, which were appreciated as a kind of
hatsi nehamabh.

At a Minhah service during the HUC mutuality/
solidarity mission to Israel, when the student
leading the prayers began to sing Neomi
Shemer's "Lu Yehi", I simply broke down and
couldn't restrain my tears.

For decades, I have been fascinated by the vast
treasure-trove of Eretz-Yisraeli liturgical texts
from the Cairo Genizah and have routinely
taught some of these materials in my Liturgy
classes at HUC. In 2014, as a contribution
to a week of Israel exploration on campus,
I compiled a 30-minute weekday morning
service from Eretz-Yisraeli Genizah texts and
led the service in our College Synagogue. My
model was a 1972 Balfour Day service that my
colleague Larry Hoffman had compiled while
a graduate student in Cincinnati, for which
I had supplied the English translations and
co-led---but by now there were many more

M

published texts on which to draw (including
some published by our Jerusalem colleague
Dalia Marx).

The service was repeated four years later. Now
it felt important to revisit and lead it once more
for a new generation of rabbinical and graduate
students, as a symbolic gesture of solidarity with
our extended family in Israel, and as a model
for what our students could do in their student
pulpits (I had also taught these and other Eretz-
Yisraeli liturgical texts at a rabbinic alumni
study kallah in Cincinnati earlier that month
and suggested to my colleagues that itwould be
timely to use them in their own congregations
as a symbolic gesture of solidarity.)

This time, I included as an instance of hashirah
ha’ivrit shel yameinu Naomi Shemer’s “Lu
yehi,” which has become a kind of anthem for
the people gathered daily at Kikar Hahatufim.
Once again, I had trouble restraining my tears.
After the service, several rabbinical students
expressed their enthusiasm for these texts and
indicated that they would try to use them at
their student pulpits.

I will present some of these texts here, with
my own reflections. I should note that Tefillat
Ha-Adam, the Israeli Reform Siddur edited by
my colleagues Dalia Marx and Alona Lisitsa, in
fact includes seven Eretz-Yisraeli Genizah texts
as liturgical options (pp. 79, 180, 184, 185, 210,
296, 415), three of which also appear in Saadia’s
Siddur.

I begin with a brief selection from the Eretz-
Yisraeli morning blessings, as published by
Dalia Marx (Ginzei Qedem 4 (2008): 11-15):
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The following version of the morning Ahavah
blessing, published originally by Jacob Mann,
Hebrew Union College Annual 2 (1925):

295, also appears in the North American
Reform movement’s 1978 Mahzor, Gates of
Repentance due to Larry Hoffman’s presence
on the CCAR Liturgy Committee at that time:
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Our God, You brought up avine from Egypt
You expelled nations and planted it.

With Sinai’s waters You irrigated it,

With flowing streams from Horeb.

Praised are You, Adonai, Lover of Your people
Israel. Amen.

This short poem, drawing on the language
of Ps 80:9, compares the people Israel to a
young shoot, planted, watered, and tended
by its loving God (the theme of the standard
benediction); the water from Sinai, of course,
is Torah, a standard rabbinic metaphor. While
Babylonian tradition prohibits responding
“Amen” to one’s own benediction, this practice
is often attested in Eretz-Yisraeli liturgical
texts.

Here is the poetic version of Hashkiveinu,

originally published by Shimon Fogel and Uri

Ehrlich in Tarbiz 84 (2016): 89ff., that appears
in Tefillat Ha-Adam (185):
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May we lie down in peace
and may we arise in peace,
and may night terrors

not have sway over us.

Praised be You, Adonai, Spreading Your
tent of peace over us,

and over Your people Israel,
Comforter of Zion and Rebuilder of
Jerusalem.

This text feels particularly relevant and
poignant in this time of war.

And finally, the conclusion of a version of
the weekday Yoser benediction (leading into
the hatimah), originally published by Jacob
Mann, in HUCA 2 (1925):293-294, note 63,
that I used to conclude the service compiled
for the HUC Synagogue in Cincinnati in 2014.
It could never be more relevant than today, and
it expresses my fervent prayer for everyone
reading this piece and beyond:
7% DY 7782 RN
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Shine forth Your light on Zion;
Your glory on Jerusalem,
Shine out upon the storm-battered city:
Arise! Shine! for your light has dawned;
The Presence of God has shone upon you.
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Our God and God of our ancestors, during
these times of trouble and torment, watch over
us and over our loved ones.

Give us the strength to overcome the pain,
suffering and fear that engulf us. Give us a
sound mind and a tenacious spirit to maintain
our physical and mental health and care for
those around us.

Give our defenders on the front lines and on
the home front wisdom, strength, courage and
resourcefulness. Fortify and guard their hearts
and souls facing the battles and the sights that
the mind can barely endure.

Give our leaders reason and wisdom to
navigate our people toward security, hope and
peace.

Please watch over the souls and lives of those
being held hostage, minimize their suffering,
strengthen and embrace them with Your love
and ours. May they return soon to their loved
ones. Guard and protect those who cannot
protect themselves and help us support and
defend them as best we can.

Heal, strengthen and give courage to the
injured. Give patience and spiritual resources
to their caretakers.

May the Shechinah be revealed like a merciful
ray of light, hope, holiness and life. May it
strengthen our hearts and minds and open
paths of healing and recovery, and may we
fulfil the verse: "Jy7n AAX M0A 1YY 0032 A0
manx?" “Choose life so you and your offspring
would live by loving” (Deuteronomy 30).

Baruch are you Adonai, who in compassion
restores the Shechinah to Zion, bringing life
and shalom to all who dwell in Her midst.

Translated by Rabbi Levi Weiman-Kelman
and Rabbi Efrat Rotem.
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Harahaman hu yashiv leshalom et hahatufim
vehahatufot, veyotzi'em me'afelah le'orah

The Merciful One will draw the kidnapped
from darkness to light in health of body and
soul.
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Harahaman hu yevarekh et medinat yisra'el,
reshit tzemichat ge'ullatenu.

The Merciful One will bless the state of Israel,
the start line of our redemption.
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Harahaman hu yishmor al hayaley ve-hayalot
tzva hahaganah leyisra'el, Haomdim al
Mishmar Artzenu

The Merciful One will shield the soldiers of the
Israel Defense Force protecting our country.
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Harahaman hu yanheh leshalom ulehayim
tovim et benei Yitshak veYishma'el ve'et kol
yoshvey tevel.

The Merciful One will guide onto peace and
good life to the sons of Issac and Yishmael and
all inhabitants of earth.
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