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WORDS OF PEACE AND TRUTH.

Trus speaks the man, who has been an eye-witness of the trouble

and afliction of Jerusalem. I, the humble Mosur Israrr Hazaw,
son of the honoured author of the work wa+ -wpn (““ Research of
Matter”), grandson of the late Chief Rabbi of the holy city of Jeru-
salem, and author of the book 25 »pn (*“ Investigation of the Heart”),
the fifth Lineage of the pious Rabbi, author of the book w1 mm
(* Encampment of David”’), the sixth descendant of the author of the
work-mwn maw (“Years of Life”), and the seventh of theeminent Rabbi
of the holy city, and author of thebook npymyy (“ Well of Joseph),”
and of the tenth lineage of the celebrated poet, one of the grandees
of Andalusia, Rabbi Abraham Hazan, author of the well-known hymn
mwpmme (chaunted on the eve of the new year), by all congrega-
tions of Israel, wherever they are scattered.

1, the least meritorious of the learned predecessors, hereby venture
to appear before my brethren, the sons of Israel, with the following
lines, dictated neither by ambition of my self, nor for the honour
of my ancestral house, nor to boast of my noble extraction. Far
* be such vain arrogance from me. .

These lines are the offspring of the’ fear of God, which is the -

beginning of wisdom, leading to the firm adherence to His Law in
private as well as in public. :

I will now state the circumstandes which induced me to publish
this pamphlet. With the causeand purpose of my mission from the
Holy Land to this city, you are, no doubt, already acquainted.* The
immediate cause of that mission is “the fury of the oppressor,” which
is come upon the dwelling place of Mount Zion,” and ¢“the craftiness
of the seducers who seek to entrap the souls of Israel.”” Tocounteract
this baneful tendency, the learned Rabbies and Elders of the holy
city, both Sephardim as well ns Ashkenasim (German and Portu-
guese), charged me to lift up my feet, however wearied, and to pub-
Lish through m%speech, however feeble, their anguish and affliction ;
throughout all Europe where our brethren are scattered, and espe-

. clally to these of this exceeding great city, whose chiefs are the
honourable of the earth, whose renown spreads over the whole
inhabitable globe; peradventure their humanity and benevolence
may stimulate them to devise a remedy for tlis crying evil. And
here I must not omit to offer a tribute of gratitude to the editors of

“* Vide ¢ Jewish Chronicle,” vol. i.
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the “ Voice of Jacob,” and ¢ Jewish Chronicle,” whose exertions on

behalf of our afflicted community, the Lord may remember for good, -

‘and cause them to behold the comfort of Zion.

Since my arrival at this city, an address to the J ews of Britain has®
come under my notice, The epistle was signed by the initials wyww* -
and although it avowedly and. apparently breathes a spirit of peace

and love for the welfare of the nation at large, yet on'a careful
investigation and minute examination, we shall discover that its ten-

dency is disadvantageous to the interests of Israel, and the stability of -
her tradition. I therefore could not turn away my eyes nor refrain
from spealking out on the subject; since it is obligatory upon even.

the least of Israel openly to state his opinions on religious matters,
were they even of importance, far less than that which the epistle in

question involves; (wide Sw reply 12), the contents of which I -

will now endeavour to analyse and argumentatively to treat upon,
The writer in speaking of prevailing evils, says, * Another evil
has arisen amongst you.* Hitherto the Portuguese and Germans
were as two distinet families, between whom there was no amalgama-~
tion. Boundaries were set that wereimpassable ; each thinking that

divisions for the sake of God were to remain for ever, And so ye.

did remain two parties until a #hird rose up to arbitrate between
both,” &c., &c. I humbly confess that I am at a loss to conceive
the meaning of the words ““between whom there was-no amalgama-
tion;” and what he alludes to, speaking of thie ¢“boundaries that
were impassgble,” and ““the two parties” that were to remain, If
he refer to the customary observances of wmwm wor*® in many of
which the Germans are- more rigid than the SBephardim, whilst in
others the lattér are more rigid than thé fovmer, why does he
vent his wrath upon the Jews of Britain, and not upon the Jewish

inhabitants of other countries? - Surely these differences may easily -

be traced back to the various opinions of tlieir respective spiritual
instructors, whose sincerity of motive is beyond question, and whose
decisions were adopted and carried out by their then respective con-.
gregations, and lawfully adhered to by their successive generations
up to our present ones.t

This variance in observances prevails even among the German -

Congregations between one another, and likewise among the Sephar-
dim Congregation between one, another : thus, for instance, many
religious customs are more rigidly followed by the Jews of Turkey
and Western Palestine than by those-of Jerusalem, according to the
traditions handed dowuw by the various Rabbics of . the respective
places’ to which their jurisdiction extended. This variance is inei-~
dental to traditional law. And is it because of these unessential

* The technical term by which part of the Jewish Code of Law'is understood.
+ Vide the Preface of Rabbi Joseph Caro of blessed memory, where the subject,
as well as in v Jore Deal, section 244, is fully treated, and hoth decisions are
the words of the living God, :
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variances of customs that the peace-loving writer imagines thé

existence of “boundaries irpassable, and divisions to remain for

from the one inexhaustible source of ‘the Talmud, and the decisions
founded thereori by the authorised Judges of the Sephardim and

Ashkenasim respectively—those sources which serve to quench our - h

thirst for knowledge and instruction, TEven our great teacher,

Rabbi Joseph Caro, (%0v r+2) although himself a Sephardi, emphati- - '
cally enjoins, in his celebrated work, < Abkath Rochel,”” (*¢ Powders -

of the Merchant,”) p. 126, on every Jew, be he Ashkenasi or

Sephardi, to look up to the decisions of Rabbenu Ascher gene-

rally termed Rosh (a Glerman), especially in all matters touching
9 o, which decisions are not allowed to be altered, and no one
has the power to act against. ’

Thus Rabbi Joseph Caro, a Sephardi, loudly: and distinctly

declares Rabbi Ascher’s (an Ashkenasi) authority so binding, that the -

Sephardim, as well as the Ashkenasim, must indiseriminately abide
byit. And can there bea union more indissoluble than this between
the Sephardim and Ashkenasim? Still more difficult is it to coneeive

how the author of the letterin question could load with the reproach of .

disunion a whole nation, whose communities, whether Sephardim. or
Ashkenasim, do not hesitate to eat and drink together—intermarry
with each other—and, in their whole intercourse from days of yore,
have preserved; and still preserve, such harmony-as that now existing
between them? Rabbi Joseph Caro, the Sephardi of hlessed
memory, was united by marriage to the daughter of Rabbi Zecharia
Sechschin, (Vide reply as above.) And the author of * The Two
Mables of the Covenant,” (m5w;) an Ashkenasi, was married to the
daughter of Rabbi Moses Galanti, a Sephardi; and also the son,

the author of “The Gate of Ephraim,” was married to the daughter
of a Sephardi; and to this day in Jerusalem the two bodies inter-.

marry with each other. May God grant. that death shall not
separate us ! '

If the author allude to a law formerly enacted among the Sephar-
dim Congregration of London, which prohibited the Intermarriage
with the Germans, he is greatly mistaken ; since this prohibition
was enacted at a time when the Sephardim were just settling in
England, after their exile from Spain—at a time when the Germang
also emigrated into this land, ¢ one from a city, and two from a
family,” —whose extraction and lineage were unknown, and who
were looked upon with suspicious eyes, as it always is the unhappy

fate of exiles who, as our sages remark on the blessing of our .

Patriarch Abraham, (Midrash Rabba, Genesis, c. 39,) are not only
deprived of their homes, but also of their wealth and good name.
From those German strangers the Sephardim observed a distance,
which sprung not from prejudice of the latter, but from the want of

ever?” Tar be such thoughts from us! We are all children of one 3
Father ; we all have but one written and one oral law ; we all draw
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identity of the former, We also read in the Talmud, (Treatiset

Kidushin, ¢. 4,) that Rabbi Juda hesitated to allow his son to inter-
.marry with the families of his place, because he suspected the cha-
racter of their extraction ;, which is a cdse in point, to show that if. is
by no means a novelty nor s separation from the law to be scrupu-

lous in the choice of matrimonial alliance, as to extraction and

character of the family. '

Another reagon for that law might be found in the necessary pro-
.vision they deemed it expedient to make for their daughters in case of
the demise of the husband without issue, who would thus be pre-
cluded from marrying again on account of the remote absence of the
Iabam (brother-in-law), who has to perform the rite of Chaliza.
(¥ide Deuteronomy, c. xxv., v. 5—10.)

When, however, in the course of time, the body of Ashkenasim
had settled in the country——increased in numbers and moral worth
—their character become more stable and {rustworthy, and thus
the above grounds of suspicion had been removed—the prohibitory

resolutions were annulled--and Sephardim and Ashkenasim joined -

in marriage. (Pide the book, * Investigations of the Heart,” by my
honoured father of blessed memory, Choschen Mishpat, vol. 1.)

If the writer of the letter allude to the exclusive appointment of
men for spiritual guides of the respective congregations—which
admit no Sephardi for the German, nor German for the Sephardim
Congregation, ag is the cage in this city, at Amsterdam, or at
any other place where there. are Sephardim and German Congrega-
tions—he has no right either to stigmatize it with the term of *“sepa-
ration ;”” since this appointment i¢ but in accordance with the laws
of society, which always more ineline towards our own townsman,
wlio speaks our tongue ; still more so are we inclined to follow, and
therefore ought to select, aleader in our religious affairs from the midst
of us, whose office it is to be scquainted with the language, customs,
sacred melodies, political history, and to adlere closely to all the
observances in the ceremonial worship and liturgy of the congrega-
tion over which he is to preside.

Another reason for ‘the exclusive appointtent of -the spiritual
leader we may trace to the law, which enjoins on every congrega-
- tion to maintain its learned officers and ministers with the honour
and ‘respect due to the dignity of their station (Choshen Mishpat,
~section 9) ; and also to the law of charity, which teaches to prefer
the poor of our own city to those of other cities. (Joreh Deah, sect.
251, par. 3). Consequently every congregation which is enabled
to maintain a spiritual guide, and is fortunate enough to meet with
one of their members capable for the-oflice, is in duty bound to give
the preference to that member. And should it happen that there
are two communities (German and Portuguese) in one city, over
one of which presides a Rabbi, who is formally ordained, and skilful
in judgment, whilst the other congregation has none, nor is able to
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meet. with one suitable to the office amongst its own memberé,,

the law incontrovertibly prohilfits this congregation to carry on their
ecclesinstical affairs without an appointed minister. (¥ide Shulcan
Aruch Orach Chaim, sect. 53, par, 24. - Choshen Mishpat, sect, 40,
par. 1.) And the congregation is bound to fill up the vacancy
with no regard to his being a Sephardi or an Ashlkenasi, for we
have one law and one judgm,ent,, and the Judge, if learned, will

surely know to administer instruction to every congregation, ac-.

Judges, ‘
These premises being indisputably settled, I would fain ask the

cording to their respective customs ordained by.their authoriged

author of the epistle how he dares to call brethren so closely united -
by the ties of faith and social intercourse “two distinct families, -

with whom there was no amalgamation?” I would ask him what
he means by saying o third rose up to arbitrate between both 1"
I'would ask him whether that may be called ‘“arbitratich’ which

permits that which both parties prohibit—a prohibition which has

been strictly observed among all Tsrael? Is such presumptive pro-
ceeding to be called arbitration? Alas, that such expression should
eseape our lips, which would perpetuate the separation and widen
the breach to an extent which beggars description !

Again, when I read in this strange letter, ““ Ye therefore in your,

great wrath replied, ‘Behold, we are the majority ; and besides, they
are but unlearned seceders, therefore they have no portion with us.’
Thus did ye thrust them away, and numbered them not amongst ye.

These are part of your ways—isit not so? . . . . Have you done -

well in what you have said and done ?—in not- remembering tlie
bond of brotherhood ?—though their God is your God, and Him

alone they serve. "And why should those who transgress the oral °

law be accounted worse than those who transgress the written law ?

Do you not honour many who publicly break the commandments,

if they are but lavish of their gold? And in order that they may
present gifts, partioular respect is shown to them, by calling them
to the reading of the portion, &ec.,” the hair of my flesh stood up,
and I shuddered at the perusal of these words, the fallacy of which
I now proceed to lay bare.before the public.

First, the expression, “ Therefore, in your great wrath . ... did
ye thrust them away, and numbered them not amongst ye.”

I ask, does it at all depend upon ws, is it at all in our power

to draw the seceders near or to remove them? What is the Israelite
to -do, who follows tradition which teaches us to remove them?-

And if law and tradition command their ejection, of what avail is
the fraternal covenant? Does not Scripture laud the tribe of Levi,

" “who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen
(Deut. xxxiil, 7), and imiplicitly complied with the call of Moses, him,”"

““and glay every man his brother, and every man his companion,
and every man his neighbour ?”’ (Exodus xxii. 27.) What could
their brethren do when the royal decree dictated their removal? = As
to the plea, ““their God is your God,” surely this cannot be of any

M 5 e mrb MDRT RD JREDY R N
SD T D BT A TS D X3 9D I P D N
by wrEp v e oy Saph Srpm e
R T 1 Y DD DY ISR N BTN
Y P FNEM N5 P I RN ST TN
P PRI YBY ML B3 1P b b 2

by amo e mm amamn ama oD e mwn 53

et mp a pepn w5 00 mens ab e
NI pesw —mymonn me mn o (b
s b Mnem b DN B D3 Reow
N 3 B mpon mew man S ban pow
mazan b MG D peo &b 1 P omb

aana DAY MY R I P N nibane e

PO b et BN B2 DIEN PN Bns 3 OM M
W1 DIDT PP N N BRTPD MOV D
" DT VR BRR3E MO DR W PN ERawr
BRIPR WA PR I N P BN BN
AR b £Ta90 BRN NG SRR IR PR
N I MY B o obr f e e o b
TWHN LN Y NG YD DN DN D mm
D Mol oM BT ethh twa AP Cmon
EAMPT B3 DB MITHD 2N PN DEDTEN oo
P Bpr e Baoph B WOR A ) P )
Wb M B DYPDIET MapR YBY T D ey
MR T DD MRV RO9PM R N PR
Soraw MO LW MARPY MR N M DN v
W FI SN PNt 8D ey b i vy

DN PAEYY Ao M A2 RN R PR PN

e S s e A Y v R T
e v o S b oeb b ab oo
sby Snaw Ty MR name s Oapnes nov
PO ONPBN T MY PN PN DR DA




7
use to them, when we consider the Mahomedan faith, which, altﬁough
it admits the unity of God, indeed so strongly admits it, thgt

Maimonides in his “More Nebuchim” remarks, “there is no unity
as strong as that according to the Mahomedan faith,”” yet those that

believe in it -are a distinct and separate nation from ours. The -
reason for this separation is obvious; vur faith embraces three great

principles: 1st, ‘the belief in the unity; 2nd, the belief in the

Prophets ; 3rd, the beliefin traditions which have been dieseminated

all over Isracl; and whoever is deficient of the faith of any of these
three doctrines”is guilty of death. This is also the opinion of

Rashba (vol. i. sect. 9), who says, “ Whatever is handed down to us -

traditionally by the Elders, we must abide by ; and we have no right
to reject their tradition, unless we have substantial proof that it is

spurious, which God forbid! What right have we to reject a

tradition because it has not spread among our people, after that

tradition may be traced upwards, from generation to generation, to

Moses our teacher, of blessed memory, or to the Propheta? Often

is the substance of the tradition typically embodied in a scriptural .

passage ; not that such typical allusion is decisive, but it bears out
the truth thereof, and thus oral and written law corroborate each other ;
the doctrine of the resurrection, for instance, the scriptural proofs of
wlich are not decisive unless strengthened by ¢ tradition,” (¥ide the
chapter in the Rashba, where this subject is fully treated on). The
same author (sect, 414-~419) relates the numerable afflictions which
befel the men of Provence, because it appeard to the learned men of
Sepharad, that they stretched out their hands against the sanctuary
of tradition ; how they agitatéd the world, and resolved not to pursue
any non-biblical studies, except medicine, until the pupil had arrived
at the age of twenty-five. He also relates the awful anathema signed
by forty Rabbies of Barcelona, inthe year 65 of the fifth thousand,
4.M., which was promulgated throughout the world, and how they
were despised for it, Yet you will read there (sect, 419) the letter
of defence written by the Philosopher .Rabbi Jedajah Bedrashi, of
blessed memory. Whoever reads this letter, the hair of his flesh
must stand wp on perceiving the mighty wisdom in all sciences and

natural philosophy, and yet how he weeps, entreats, and defends .

himself before the Rashba, O that these questions and replies were
translated into English, that the people might hear that this separa-
tion is nothing new ! that there were also in former times men great
and learned in all wisdom and sciences, who have suffered great
hardship and contumely, and yet how they supplicate and submit to

their brethren of the House of Israel. It is my firm belief, that

whoever has Jewish blood in him, and reads the letter of the ‘Philo-

sopher Rabbi Jedajah, B.M., will have many a doubt dispelled, and -

arrive at many a conviction in the truths of veligion; and if his
heart were of iron, it would bend beneath the force of thesge truths
lie would abandon his way and his thoughts, perceive the extent
of his error, return to his brethren, and no doubt embrace them and
their tradition in love and brotherhood. '
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After these statements, I would again ask the writer of the )

epistle, what have this holy flock, the inhabitants of Britaln, done -

T

unto thee, and what could they have done, since they firmly believe
in all which we just quoted ! What remedy could they have devised

for their brethren, who obstinately persevere in their error ! Is this .

a mere money matter to be settled by arbitration ? or does it touch

their personal honour merely, that it might easily be forgiven ? It -

is with their sorrow and their grief that they are compelled to

remove them !

And as to the question, “Why should those who transgress the -

oral law be accounted worse than those who trangress the written

law 7 I reply that, should even the writer vainly imagine that he

has read and read again ever go much, yet I maintain that what he
read was not properly explained unto him, = Because there is a vast
difference between him who transgresses a written law and him who
transgresses an oral law; because the latter substitutes another
interpretation to Seripture, and denies tradition ; whilst the former,
however great his offence, into which he is carried by the over-
whelming torrent of passion, yet does not dare deliberately to gain~
say any part of tradition. Maimonides also says, “I have come to
the decision, that if 4 man transgress any of the statutes, even such
as eating 'meat with milk, &e., but in & manner to evince a preme-
ditated opposition and deliberate antagonism to the divinity of the
law and its truth, of him Scripture says, The same reproaches the
Lord.” (Numbers xv. 30). : .

According to this decision of Maimonides, Rashba acted in the
case of the men of Provence, although these men.did not go half the
length as did the people in question. Here we have another proof
that the setting up of new principles, be the innovation material or
trivial, is considered more destructive in its purpose than the com-
mitting of a capital offence on the impulse of the moment. We,
therefore, are justified in ejecting those who sever themselves from
the body of Israel; not so, however, those transgressors who act
not from deliberate opposition to the law—they are permitted to be
called up to the reading of the portion of the law. (#ide Tashbatz,
Vol. ii. sect. 261 ; and also the later writera.)

The same applies even to transgressions of greater magnitude, as
that of idolatry, &c.

Having cited such weighty evidence in -gupport of my argument,
I call upon the writer of the epistle to explain what led him to
stigmatize a whole community, including more than 10,000 heads
of families, Sephardim and Ashkenasim, by reproaching them with

“ honoring many who puhlicly break the commandments, if they are. -

but lavish of their gold? and, in order that they may present gifts,
particular respect is shown to them by calling them to the reading
of the portion.”” . No, my brother, this is not a good report, and it
does not become a man pretending to integrity, publicly to calum-
niate a whole body ; against such a calumny the King David long
gince cried out, “Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother ;
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thou slanderest thine own mother’s son” (Psalm x1, 20); rior is it -
becoming to make the press the medium for spreading abroad the |

failings of our fellow-men, Did not even Moses, the lord of all the

Prophets, draw punishment. down uport himself by saying to the
Israclites, ““Ye are rebellious,” although they ‘had committed the.

capital offence of worshipping the molten calf, an offence which has
left a stain behind, which is not yet entirely effaced. = -

Let us bear in mind what Scripture says of the friends of Job, *

(xxxii. 8) ; “also against his three friends was' his wrath kindled
because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.”
Our sages of the Mishna also quote facts yet abundance in corrobo-
ration of the above. I will quote but one, which occurs at the
conclusion of Treatise Bidjoth, on which Rabbi Obadiah of Bartenura

observes, ““The author of the Mishna gpares the character of the -

people, and forbears mentioning the name of the family which
disgraced itself, in order to teach us how cautious we ought to
be before we speak condemnatory of the character of our fellow-
creature, and that we should rather cover the disgrace. If we arc to
observe this caution with those who did disgrace themselves; how
much more with those who did no#.”” (Vide Reshal, sect. 12; and
also the Tosephoth Jomtob, of the same Mishna,)

All these quotations I make to prove that, were even the

writer justified in finding fault with the body, he is wrong in
the manner in which he publishes it, and ¥violates the rules of
good society. But, in truth, the writer of the letter is no# justi-

fled in the charge he brings; for I am a stranger in this land, -
yet I call Teaven and eaith to witness, that from the day

that I have set foot on this ground, I have heard my breth-

ren of the Sephardim Congregation again and again lament and .

bewail the separation of their brethren; ¢ And as one that mourneth
for his mother, they bowed down heavily,” especially when they

consider that the seceding portion consists of some of the worthiest

of the congregation, and the most benevolent among the people ;
nor do our brethren of the German Congregation look with indiffe-
rence upon the secession synagogue, And I, although I do not
know them personally, weep day and night when I reflect on the
division in the House of Isrnel, Are they not all our brethren by
birth and yet so widely estranged from us? -

But although the greatbody admits them to be wealthy and benevo-
lent, yet have they separated themselves from them according to the
law: for how could we act otherwise unto them ? Does not the merit
of the two holy congregations of Portuguese and Germans consist in’

the very consistency we observe, that we do mot invent from our .

own heart every day statutes and judgments; but whatever our
faithful tradition admits, we admit, and what it rejects, we reject !

We are like a servant who has to obey the behests of his master, in .
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whatever that master commanded him, whether he comprehends the

justice thereof or not.

I will now proceed to that pafﬁ of the letter ;vhich states, ‘o .
you, brethren, I therefore call. Let your.eyes distinguish rightly: .,

there is a time to keep and a time to cast away; a time to plant
and a time to uproot.. .. .. Let there be a council of peace between
you, even a]l of you together. Empower him who has been chosen
from among the people to minister unto you*.. .. .. to set fences in
Tudah, pointing out, ** Thus far mayest thou go and no farther.”” Let
me ask what he wishes us to cast away, and what to uproot? and
how the is chief Rabbi to interfere? But I would advise him to leaye

the chief Rabbi in peace, 'and as it was customary in the debates -

of the Sanhedrin, for the junior in rank to open the argument, so
would I, who stand so much bencath the great man, who am but a

humble messenger of the Rabbis of Jerusalem, Sephardim, and -

Ashkenagim, invite him to enter into a controversy ;with me, and. to
explain his meaning and his object.

If it be the object of the writer to diminish aught, or to allow
aught which has hitherto been considered unlawful throughout all
Israel, and which they and their descendants have received and
abided by ; indeed, his time is wasted and his efforts,are vain, for
he will not find any one to listen to and follow him, since that cus-
tom, however trivial, has already spread and taken root in the hearts
of the community, ' .

Ifthe object of the writer be to induce both Congregations, Se-
phardim, and Ashkenasim, to unite in all their laws and customs, to
induce the one congregation which may perhaps be more rigid in a
ceremonial observance, to relax that rigour in order to go hand in
hand with the sister congregation : I have already proved that the

customs handed down by the ancestors are binding for ever upon °

their deseendants, in which I am fully borne out by several Rabbinical
‘writers ; and what authority has a Chief Rabbi of the present time
to oppose the decision of the ancients without being sufficiently sup-
ported by still greater authority, If this privilege be once conceded,
we shall be on a]evel with those who daily invent new laws, which,
however, will not enjoy any stability with a nation, without overseers
and ruler; where every one is his own master, the weak boasts, 1

am a hero,” and the ignorant says, “ I am a sage.”” The writer will -

not find any among the wise men of Israel, upright and skilful 'in
judgment, who will concede this pointto him. If he perhaps fondl
imagine that the election of one Chief Rabbi may remedy the evif,,
2z he will be empowered ¢ to uproot the plant,” I am bound to tell
him that no Chief Rabbi is invested with such power in matters of
2 pw but only in money matters, as it is well known to every
one veised in our Code of Law., ‘ :

"% Alluding to the Reverend Dr, Nathan Adler.
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Should the author allude to those matters, which are not clearly
stated in the Poskim (Judges) or about whose tradition prevails some
uncertainty, or such as rest upon points, which may be turned in
favour of permitfing that which was considered prohibited, by de-
ducing it frora andlogous cases which oceur in the Talmud and Poskim,
(as mentioned by the “Rosh,” who says, we have the power to follow
thé system of the ancient, to deduce matter from matter, subject
from subject, inasmuch as the sages of the Talmud could not possibly
provide for every case—Reply 69)—surely if this be the purport of
the epistle, the writer need not to conceal so studiously’ a fact which
is generally admitted amongst all Isracl, where every Hacham assi-

duously seeks to penctrate the fundamental principles of the law,.

with the view of mitigating its severity, (Vide Tashbatz, vol. i., s.65),
and after having arrived at certain comclusions, he communicates
them to his fellow Rabbies, both Sephardim and Ashkenasim,
and, if they meet with their approbation, become the law of the land
among Isracl. And now, when, alas! the mind for learning has de-

creased, nor have we a perfect collection of books requisite for our -

researches, no Rabbi, however great, is authenticated to depend
upon his inferences, but requires either the plain statement of the
case, or the concurrence of his contemporaries,

One thing however is evident from the general tendency of the

epistle, that it aims at the eradication of the principle of tradition
from Israel; I therefore tell the writer that his silence would have

been more becoming than his speaking, and why should ‘he turn

away the heart of the people of the Lord; have we not suffered
enough by the late secession? ¢ If the heavens above were mea-
sured,” we shall not find any wise man who fears the Lord; and is
versed in Jewish jurisprudence, who will dare to decide upon his
own judgment ; such presumption is only met with in men who are
not ordained, unacquainted with Rabbinical -Law, and who are.

inclined to libertinism, but he who has the fear of God in his heart -

will surely not depend upon his own opinion, if it be opposed to his
teachers, even in the least point, much less in the principles. of
tradition.

If even the Rashba, of blessed memory, who is admitted on all
hands to have been thoroughly acquainted with all branches of know-
ledge and science, says,  that even the mest unessential traditions
which have spread in Israel elaim from s lawful observance, in what
consists our superiority to entitle us to make innovations in any
matter of religion, conscious as we must be, that we are, in.compari-
son to him, as a drop to the ocean, either in theological or philoso-
phical lore. Lven Maimonides, the prince of philosophers, is never-
theless the head of the supporters of tradition, which breathes
through the numerous pages of his works, especially his work

¢ Letters frqm the South.” ~ Who can presuine to doubt where he
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decides ! Let us rather join in the beautiful lines of Rabbi Jedajaly -

Bedrashi :—

« The end of all phiilosophy is this—
Turi neither to the right norto the left
Trom the principles of the creed laid down
By the greatest and worthiest of the Gaonim,
Our great teacher and philosopher, Rahenu Moshe,
Son of Mamion, of hlessed memory,”

I now address myself to you, who have on your own accord separated
yourselves from us. What could we do? Ilowever great our mutual
affection may be, are we to give up our certainties for your doubts,
which: are neither founded on tradition, as we stated before, nor on
rational philosophy? 7%de Ribah, sec. 276, who states, that if in
commercial affairs man ought to contrive to find out the safest place
celebrated for wealth and commercial knowledge, much more careful
ought we to be in the selection of the road leading to the service
of God. Why, then, my brethren, should we, who are anxious to
serve the Lord according to his precepts— according to the traditions
of the great sages of Israel, who were famous for their wisdom in all

branches of knowledge—why, then, should we abandon their estab-

lished decisions, and embrace groundless and tottering doctrimes?
Were even—which God forbid there should be—any of our cus-
toms improper;, yet the guilt. is not ours, for thus have we inherited
them from our fathers before us, and tlhus have they received them;
we therefore, have a satisfactory ples, and a substantial defence,
should we be accused of it before the divine throne of justice.

Not so if we should walk in the way you have chosen! Who
guarantees us for the safety of that path? ‘Who can appease the
wrath of the Lord? What plea can we adduce in justification to
escape the deserved punishment? .

This reasoning, be it remembered, I resort to in reply to your
notions, which cling to the rational only ; as to our own concep-
tions, not the least doubt enters our minds as to the truth, genuine-
ness, and stability of our traditions, and with our heart and soul
embrace and depend on them, specially or collectively, more or less

ancient. '

I therefore beseech you, my brethren, do not deal so wickedly ;
return, ye backsliding children ; why should you not bestir yourself
to reflect on your children, who will rise after you; who will not
observe even that which you observe; who will ‘be without a head
and guide to lead them in the way. You will then be the least of
all people; even.the glimmering spark of fraternal love which yet
bings us together will be extinguished by the rush of time; they
will feel the pangs which your estrangement and alicnation: enfails
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upon them stronger and stronger; they will go from their evil to
ane ‘still greater, to serve other gods, which ncither ye nor your
fathers knew ; rouse yourself while it is yet time, spare your off-
spring, you may yet provide for the redemption of their souls ; re-
member the admonitionn of the poet—

“ When thon deest thy brother caught in’a snare,
s Iasten to his deliverance
Redeem his soul from the ensnaring rief,
For thou knowest not ‘what a day may bring forth”

O, my dear brethren, take courage, and return to your brethren
in love and affection; walk after the Bternal, your God, and His
Law as interpreted according to the tradition bequeathed to us by
our ancestors ; follow it steadily and unconditionally, without swerv-
ing into any byeways ; neither add to nor diminish from it. TFor
my brethen and companion’s sake, I will now say, Peace be
within thee.”* Linger not to return; gird yourself with moral

valour, then you will be valiant men ; rest assured that you may -

sooner make an entire concession to us than we.could concede a
jot to you. No, my brethren, it does not become men of mind and
experience, as you are, to embrace doctrines unsupported by tradi-
tional research and philosophical argument. Come, my brethren ;
draw near, my friends ; let us be one people, and the day of that
happy reunion we will make a day of feasting, rejoicing, and dis-
pensing charity to the needy; and so it shall remain througheut
all generations. 'We are ready to afford you every means and oppor-
tunity for investigation, if you will submit to the decision of the
wise men of Israel, founded upon the Talmud and Poskim, to whom,
and to whom only, we shall appeal for advice. Thus shall we repair
the breach in our nation—a reparation which will be mutually bene-
ficial in its results. Do you not yourself desire union and friend-
ship among Israel? Above all, let me remind you that it is incum-
bent upon every Israclite, male and female, to have his children
instructed in the language of your nation, viz. the sacred tongue.
The social intercourse of a people consists in three things:—1,
Joining together in eating and drinking; 2. Intermarrying;
3. Speaking the same language,

As to the first and second, we have no cause to complain ; but.as
to the third, we are grieved to see that we are not closely united in
language. What nation is there on earth who have themselves neg-
lected their language as, alas! we have neglected onrs? If you were
to open schools for instruction in the Hebrew and Chaldee languages,

* According to the Talmud, this declaration of peace is addressed both to the
irghteous and penitent. \
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which are both indispensable to Judaism, how strongly would you
cement the union and enhance the felicity of faith and peace. Do
not our Christian brethren, (to their eéredit be it mentioned,) after a
‘thorough knowledge of their native tongue, still eagerly pursue the
study of the Latin and Greek languages, because of the technical and
philosophical terms met with in their literature?  Much more so we,
whose faith and literature is closely interwoven with those two
languages ; why should we not rather cultivate those precious plants

in preference to vain toys of imagination, which bear no fruit of joy

but deep-rooted discord and implacable hatred.

I trust in God that this will be an acceptable time when my
words will meet with a favourable reception, and that you will again
join your brethren, the children of Isracl. We will then have an
opportunity, with the help of God, to consult together about
the necessary improvements for the national welfare; you will
thus furnish the means for renewing our youth *like the eagle;”
and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto
them, ¢ Ye are not my people,” there it shall be said unto them, “ Ye
are the sons of the Living God.”” Do not fear, nor be affrighted, for the
gates of repentance are open unto you, (vide Ratbash Duran, sec.
69,) and our vocation is not to remove you still further from us, but
to draw yon near unto us in love and kinduess ; and God Almighty
give you mercy! - : ) '

In taking leave of the reader, I would besecch his indulgence and
. forbearance with any mistakes, small or great, or with any harshness

of expression which might have unintentionally escaped my pen ;
-and I have a faithful witness in Heaven’ that it is far from my
desire to give any provocation or offence to any man. T am fully
conscious of my, inability and insignificance, and only take credit for
the purity of my motive. "And whoever judges me favourably may
be also favourably judged before the throne of God, This is the
prayer of one who bitterly beweeps the exile in spirit, and deeply
bewails the separation of brother from brother, May the Lord grant
to bring back the outcast, and exalt the horn of his anointed. Amen,

MOSHE ISRAEL HAZAN,

© Samuel Meldola, Printer, 18, 5t MavyAxc, City.
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