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PREFATORY REM ARKS. 

'I'm:: tr:n-els of Rabbi Petachia (by Bartoloccius and 
Pluutavitius,caUed 1IoscsPctachia) took place in the twelfth 

century, for he was a brother of Rabbi Yizchak Ifallaban 
(the White?) ben Yacob, of Rabbi Nachman, of Ratisbon, 

aud a cotempornry of Rabbi Y chooclnh hen Samuel, sur
named the Piou~, all of whom flourishccl in the latter half 
of the twelfth century. 'l'hc last-namccl rabbi, teacher of 

Rabbi Yizchak, died, according to Shalsheleth Hakka
bnlah, .\. M , 4977 (1217, c.E. ). We have in vain searched 

for clnta which might guide us in fixing the exact period 

of Pctachia's travels. All that we can show is that he 

visit.?d Bagdad at least one year after bis cotemporary 
Benjamin. For this latter, namecl Rabbi Daniel as the 

chief of captivity at the time of his visit to the capital of 
the khaliphs, whilst the former speaks of him as having 

beeu dead one year ( see p. 17) before his anival there. But 
o,·en this approximate date is somewhat invalidated by the 

discrepancy in the name of the father of this functionary, 

whom Benjamin calls Hasdai, and Petachia Shelomob, as 
. it is possible that one of the immecliatc successors of Rabbi 

Daniel ben Hasdai, of the time of Bettjamin, might bavo 



iv PREF.I.TORY REMARKS. 

been Rabbi Daniel bou Shelomoh, who might lilm 1ise 
have been dead at the visit of Pataehia at Bagdncl. 

Although a native of Ratisbon, which, at that time, 
from its numerous congregation distinguished for learning, 
deserved the epithet of Jewish Athens, yet Petnchia, like 
his brother Yizchak, lived, according to Zunz, at Prague, 
from which city he set out on his travels, probably between 
1170 and 1180, certainly prior to 1187, since he described 
the Holy Land as still in possession of the Crusaders. 

From the title of tho A.ltdorf edition, publisheci by 
Wagenseil, from a manuscript/' it is clear that om· rabbi 
wrote o.n itinerary. But it is equally clear, from the work 
before us, that this is not his production, but only nu 
abridgu1ent thereof, probably made by Rabbi Yehooclah 
the Pious, to whom Petachia, after his return, had giyeu 
an account of his travels, and to whom, perhaps, he also 
enu:usted the original notes. This is evident, from the 
fragmentary character of the work, and especially from 
pp. 13, on which it is stated "But R,i.bbi Yehoocl:lh 
the Pious would not write this down;" 53, where wo read, 
" He (Petnchio.) told us the names of all the cities, ancl 

• The trnnslnlion runs thus:-" Circuit of tlie n1bbi, Rnbbi 
Pctnehm, of Rntisbon, brother of Rnbbi Isauc the White, author 
of the Tosephoth (additions, or rawer glosses to the'Tnlroml), l\lld 
the rnbbi, Rabbi Nachman, of Ratisbon. And Rabbi Petach.ia 
went round all the conntrie$ ns fnr llS tlie ri\'Cr Snmbntiou, nutl 
t\ll the news and all the wonderful things of the Holy One, praised 
be he, which ho saw or heard, ho wrote <lown as n memorial to 
tell it 10 his people, the house of Israel, thus to bring hidtlcn 
things to light." 
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how many days he had had to trnvcl from one city to the 

other, but it is not necessary to write this down ;" 36, 
stat:iug that "ho (Petachia) had a record of all the graves, 
but forgot it in Bohemia." 

According to the spirit of tho age, descriptions of the 
graves of saints , and the miracles pcrfonncd by them, 
occupy a prominent position. It is the same spirit which 

gave rise to the Acta Snnctorum, the fifty-three volumes 
of which arc devoted to the lives of s:.l ints ancl personages 

reputed holy." 
No render ot' tl1e itinerary can doubt its authenticity, 

cvci-y 1mgc of which bears eviJenco that tho tr:woller 
actually described what he snw from person:11 knowledge, 

aml when nnytlting is reported from hearsay, he was 
careful to gi,·e us notice tl1ereof. There are, moreover, 

accounts in it, tl1e t.ruth of which b:i.s been ascertained 
in co1upnrntively modern time, nud which nobody in the 

age o( our tl':lveller could have given, unless he spoke 

from individual experience. Among them we reckon that 
of tho Karaites in the Crimea, whose religious practices 

have only become b.etter ln1own to the West in the seven
teenth century, through the exertions of Triegland ; of 

their sojourn iu the Crimea, called by hinl Chazaria ; 
his representation of the klinliphs, . who about that time 

had freed themselves from the tutelage of the Atabegs, 

and once more held sway over the neighbouring sultans 

(see p. 14), as may be learned from Lebrecht's disserta

tion on the subject inserted in Asher's edition of Benjamin 
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of Tudela, and which traveller, who, according to Yu
chasin, died in 1173, was, as stated before, llet.'lchia's co

temporary. Nor is extemal evidence wanting fot· est.'lb· 
lishiug the authenticity of the work, it having been recog

nised as such by the authors of Yuchasin, Shnlsheleth 
Hakkabalnh, and other early writers well acquainted with 

ancient Hebrew litemture. 
J 'l'hc object for which the rabbi travelled is neither re

corded by him nor by any cotempor:iry. It may, how
ever, be conjectured, from the tenor of the book, that he 
was impelled thereto by a strong desire to visit his 

distant brethren, and to become acquainted with their 
fate. From p. 10 we may further infer that he was in 

easy circumstances, aud even supposed to be affluent. 
It is in vnin that we search the pages of his cotempo

mrics, to learn wliat became of him after his return. H e 
disappears from the stage of history without le.·wing any 

further trace behind l1im. 
It would be superfluous to speak of the worth of t.his 

itinerary. Those who feel nn interest in this kind of lite

rature will know how to assign their proper value to the 

observations of a traveller of the twelfth century, who 
felt, saw, and described in the spirit of his age, and thus 

holds up one mirror more reflecting the image of a timo 

in many respects most remarkable and instructive. 

The following editions of this production, originally 

composed in rabbinical Hebrew, hnve, as far as we can 

learn, appeared on tile continent; 1, at Prnguc, 1595, 
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with a German translation ; 2, at Altdorf, in 1687, and 

:1gnin in 1691, with a Latin translation by Wagenseil, and 

reproduced in Ugolini's Thesaurus, Ant. Sacr. ; 3, at 

Altona, in the reign of Christian VII. (who ascended the 

Danish throne in 1766), and is a reprint of the Prague 

edition; 4, Paris, in the Journal Asiatique for 1831: it 

is ttccompanicd by a F1·ench tmnslation, and explnuatory 
notes by Dr. Carmoly. This Hebrew text differs mate• 

rially from every other edition; but as many consider it 

ns interpolated, we abstained from profiting by the colla

tion which we iustituted; 5, at Furth, in 1844, with a 

Geiman translation, and accompanied by n°otes, by David 

Ottensosser. ,v c have, however, not heard of its ever 

having been rendered into English. To tl1e best of our 

knowledge, this is the first version into the vcrrmcular. It 

was originally made for the Syro-Egyptian society before 

which it was read, and the members of which found it so 
interesting, that we were encoumged in the idea of pub

lishing it. 
Our edition follows that of Furth, confessedly a reprint 

of that of Altdorf, which is considered the most correct. 

We have adopted a few of the emencbtions of Ottcnsosser, 

put between brackets, but in most cases we have restored 

the text of W agenseil. We were a.n.·dous to collate the 

printed text with some manuscript, but could not learn 

whether there was any in e:tlstence, althougb Wolnus (Bib

liotbeca. Heb., tom. i. p. 888, sub R. Moses Peta.chia.) speaks 

of one in the Bibi. Spizeliana., and of another in the Oppen-
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heim Library. For the elucidation of the subject, explana• 
tory notes have been added, for some of the most Yaluable 
of which we are indebted to Wm. F. Ainsworth, Esq., the 
learned honomry sec1·et:n·y of the Syro-Egyptian Society, 
whom his travels in the East so well qualify for such 
laboUIS, and to whom we take t.his opportunity of returning 
our sincere thanks. 'Mr. Ains'\\'.orth's notes will be fonml 
to be marked by the letter A, 

Having, in compliance with the suggestion of some 
friends, added the 01·iginal text, we have rendered our 
translation, in as far · as the genius of the English Ian• 
guage would permit, as literal ns possible, and so placed 
the te:s:t and version on opposite pages, that the corrc• 
sponding lines in the two laugnnges nlmost face each 
other. ID this anangemeut we were guided by the 
wish to render this little publication also available for 
those who wish to become acquainted with the rabbinical 
dialect for which this composition is well adapted, by the· 

happy medium which it holds between the pure biblical 
Hebrew, and the mhed Chaldnic idiom. 

I B~fore we conclude, it may not be amiss to make a 

remark on the terms mile ( 1,"lt,) and para.sang, (:i'Oi5'), 
used by our traveller in measuring distances. Supposing 
that he employed them in the sense in which they a~e 
taken in the Talmud, (Yoma, 67 a, Baba Metsiah, 33 a), 
the mile would be equal to seven stadia and a half, aud 
the parnl!ang to four such miles. 
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TRAVELS OF RA.BBi PETACHIA, 

OF R.\TlSBO~. 

Tm::sE arc the travels undertaken by Rabbi Petachia, who 

travelled through all the countries. He set out from 
Prague, which is in Bohemia, going to Polaud, from Poland 

to Kieff in Russia, and from Russia he went in sL"'t days to 
the river Dnieper. On the other side of the river he 

commenced his travels in the land of Kednr.1 They. 

have uo ships, bot sew together ten extended horse Irides, 

and a thong on the border round; they then seat them
selves on the bides, placing there also the waggons and 

all luggage. 'fhey then tie the thong, on the border of 

the hides, to the tails of the horses, which swim, and tlJUs 

they pass over the water. They eat no bread in the lo.nd 

of Kednr, but rice and millet boiled in milk, as well as 
milk and cheese. They also put pieces of flesh under the 

B2 
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saddle of a horse, which they ride, and, UJ:ging on the 
animal, cause it to sweat. T he flesh getting warm, they 
eat it. They only travel in the land of Kedar under es
cort. This is the rummer iu which the sons of Kedur 
pledge their faith to each other. One thrusts a needle 
into his finger, and invites the intendecl companion of his 
journey to swallow the blood of tho wounded finger. He 
then bccom~, with the person, as it were the same blood 
and flesh. There is also another 111odo of taking :in oath. 
T hey fill a vessel of cast coppe.r of tl1e shape of n human 
face, then the tr:i.vellcr :i.nd his escorter drink thereout, 
after whicl1 he never proves faitltless to Jilin. They have 
iw king, but only princes and (noble) fan1ilies. 

Rabbi Potachia passod through tho Jund of Kedur in its 
breadth in sixteen days. The inlmbitants live in tents, 
they :tre far-sighted, and htwc beautiful eyes, because they 
eat no s:tlt and enjoy fmgmnt pfa.nts. They are good 
archers, bringing down the bird whilst 0 11 the wing. They 
JJCrccive and recognise (objects) at more tlian a day's dis
tance. Thero are arc no mountains in their country, but 
all is level. And a day's journey behind the land of 
Kcdar extends a gulf' intervening lJCtwecn the land of 
Kedar and the land of Chazaria.• There it is customary 
for women the whole day and night to bemoan a.na lam<Jnt 
their deceased fathers and mothers. This they continue 
until any of their sons or daughters or other members of 
the family die,. and ilie last lament those that preceded 
them in death. They t~ch their daughters lamentations. 
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In the night they groan nud howl. The dogs also whine 
aud bark at their Yoice. 

He thou travelled about eight days, and at the ex• 
trem.ity of the land of Chnzaria. seventeen 1ivers' sur
rounding it unite, and whoever wishes to undertake 

a distant jo1u11ey repairs hither.• There is a sea there 
0 11 one side, from which there atiscs a. great stench/ 
whilst on the other side th.ere (is a sea) which does not 
emit any offensive smell. There is about a clay's journey 
between the two seas. If auy individual passed the 
stiu1.-y sea, be would die immediately. Wl1en the wind 
blows from the stink-y sea to that not emitting any offen
sive smell many die. People only go there when the 
wind blows in a different direction.' 

Rabbi Petachia passed into the land of Togarma.• From 
thence, and furthe1· on, people believe in the lo.w of 1\'Ia.
homet. From Togarma he entered the colllltry of Ararat. 
In eight clays he journeyed as far as Nisibis, leaving the 
high mountains of Ararat' at the right. 

In the land of Keclar there are no Jews, only heretics.•• 
ruid Rabbi Petachia asked them, Why do you not believe 
in the words of the sages ? They replied, Because our 
fathe1'S did not teach them to us. On the eve of Sabbath 
they cut all the bread which they eat on Sabbath. They 
eat in the dark, nnd sit the whole dily on one spot. Their 
prayers consist only of psalms. And when Rabbi Pe
tachia imparted to them our ritual and prayer after meals 
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they were pleased. They also said, We hnve never heard 

what the T almud is. 

In the land of Ararat he travelled in the mo\wtains of 

Ararat ns far as Nisibis aud the city of Chosen Capha11 ( that 

is, Strength of n Great Rock). At the extremity of t.be 

mountains of Ararat he travelled two days to tl1e opposite 

side. At Nisibis there is n large cougregntion, also the 

synagogue of Rabbi Yehudah, sou of Betl1em, and two 

synagogues which Esdm the scribe built." In one of them 

is a. red stone fixed in the wo.11, which he had brought 

with him, being from the stones of the Temple. From 
Nisibis and fw·ther extends tl1e land of Assur. Chazaria 

bns a. Io.ngwige of its own; Togarma. has a lnn,,"llage of its 

own ( they pny tiibute to the King of Greece1
') ; and Kedar 

has a language of its own. 

From Nisibis he went in three days to New Nineveh." 

The river Tigris flows before Nineveh. On tlle other 

side of the 1iver he went a journey of three days in n 
different direction; there is Old Nineveh, which is deso
late. The whole land of Nineveh is black like pitch. 

The site of Nineveh Proper, where a. forest was, is over
turned like Sodom." There is there neither herb nor any 
vegetation what.ever. New Nineveh, opposit.e, is on the 
other side of the river. At New Nineveh is :i. large con
gregatio~ numbering more than six tl1ousand souls. It 
J1as two princes. The name of the one ~ Rabbi David, 
and of the other Rabbi Samuel. They are sons of two 
brothers, nnd of the seed of King Do.vid. Everyone pays 
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there annually a. gold florin ; of that coming from the 
Jews half belongs to the king sultan (whom they do not 
call king, but sultan), who stands uncler the King of DabeJ.1G 

The other half of the tribute belongs to the princes ; they 
have fields ancl ,ineyards. 

In those countries there arc no precentors ;17 nor ham 
they any in the land of Persia, Mccl.ia nncl Damascus. 
But among the householcl of the princes there are u1any 
disciples of the wise. Sometimes they call upon this, and 
sometimes upon the other, to say the prayers. The prince 
bns nlso n prison, wherein he locks up the wicked.'" If a 
Gentile and a Jew have a dispute, whether the Jew or the 
Islunaelite•? be the guilty, he locks him up. 

R. Petnchia fell sick at Nineveh, and the king's J)hysicians 
said that be would not live. It is customary there that 
when n travelling J cw dies, the sultan takes half of his pro• 
perty ; and because R. Pctnchia was dressed in beautiful 
clothes they thought that he was 1icb; therefore the scribes 
of the sultan were there to take possession of the property, 
should he die. But R. Petachia gave clirections, sick 
as he was, to carry him over tl1e river Tigris. The river 
is broad, o.nd not crossed over in boats, for the river is swift 
and impetuous, o.nd would upset the boat. Therefore they 
make rafts of reeds, which are called floss," upon which 
they put man and luggage. The waters being healthy, he 
recovered immediately. 

At Nineveh there was an elephant. Its head is not at 
all protruding. It is big, eats about two waggon loads of 
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straw at once; its mouth is in its breast, and when it 
wants to eat it prot111des its Lips nbout two cubits, takes 
up \\ith it the straw, and puts it into its mouth. When 
the sultan condemns anybody to death, they say to the 
elephant, This person is guilty. It then seizes him with its 
lip, ~1sts him ::iloft, and kills him. Wh11teve1· a human 
being perfonns ,,;th his h::iud it perfonus with its lip; this 
is exceediugly strange nud marvellous. Upon tbe ele
phant is the stn1cture of a city;' upon wllich there are 
~welvo mmed wnITiors; when it stretches forth its lip they 
ascend as over ,~ bridge. 

At Nineveh there was an astrologer whose name was R. 

Shclomoh. There is among all the sages in Nineveh, and 
the land of Assm·, none :ts expert in the planets as he. R. 
Petncbia asked him when Messiah would come. He re· 
plied, I have seen this often distinctly in the planets. But 
Rabbi Yehudah, the Pious, would not write it down, lest 
he sliould be suspected as a believer in the words of Rabbi 
Shelomoh.22 

He then embarked on the Tigiis, aml went with the current 
of the river, in fifteen days, to the garden" of the head of 
the ncademy21 in Babel. The journey takes one month. 
Fl'Om Nineveh, and further ou, there are congregations in 
every city and village. He came to n garden of the head 
of the academy. In the garden there arc nil kinds of fruit.. 

'rhe garden is very large, there are mandrakes') in it. They 
have tl1e face of a human being, their foliage is broad. 
From thence he went, in one day, to Bagdad, in Babylon. 
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Nobody ascends the river Tigris, because its waters are 
swift and impetuous, but they employ camels and mules on 
dry land, tying the inflated skins on the backs of the 
camels.20 

Bagdad is a metropolis. It is the scat of the khaliph 
the sultan. This is the great king who roles and governs 
nations.~' Bagdad is very large, more than a day's joul1ley 
from end to end. Its circuit is more than tlrree days' jour
ney." In the city of Bagdad there ai;e a thousand Jews. 
They walk about wrapped in cloths. Nobody sees there 
any wonum, uor does anybody go into the house of his 
friend, lest he should see the wife of bis neighbour. He 
would immediately say unto bim, Insolent man, whe1·efore 
art thou come? But he knocks with a tin (knocker), when 
the other comes forth and speaks to bim. '!'hey arc all 

wrapped in praying scarfs of wool with fi:inges, in which 
they walk about.~ The head of the academy at Bagdad, 
is R. Samuel, the Levite, son of Ilai, head of the academy.30 

He is the superior, full of wisdom, both in the written and 
01111 law, and all the wisdom of Egypt. Nothing is hidden 
from him. He knows the names,31 and is profoundly versed 
in the Talmud. There is no one so iguorant in the whole 
of Babylon, Assyria, Media, and Persia, but he knows 
the twenty-four books, the punctuation, the grammar, the 
superfluous and omitted letters, for the preceutor does 
not read the law, but he that is called up to the scroll of 
the law reads himself.': 

And the head of the academy has about two thousand 
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disciples simultaneously, nncl more thnn five humlred sur• 
1·otmd him, and they are all well i)tfo11ned. But before 

they are ripe for the ncndemy they stucly in the city tmclct· 

other teachers, nod when ripe ~hey are brought before the 
head of the academy. The head of the captivity is Rabbi 

Eliescr, and under him is the head of tl1e academy. The 
he,td of the ncn,lcmy occupies a large house, which is 

cv,·erecl with tapestry; he himself is clothed in ga1111ents 

a,\ornccl ~;t11 gold. He sits above, whilst the disciples 

arc sitting on the ground. He discourses to tl1e inter. 

p1·eter , and the interpreter to the disciples. The disciples 
address their queries to the interpreter,:i:s and if the inter
Jlrcter docs not know anything, he ftddresses himself to the 

h<:.td of the academy. Au interpreter expounds a treittise"·' 

0 11 one side, and another interpreter expounds another 

treatise on another side. . The whole study is with an in

ton.".ltion,3,5 and after the delivery he expounds it to them. 

A yea.r before the nn-ival of Rabbi Petachia, Rabbi 
Daniel , the l1catl of the captivity, died. He is a higl1e1· 

authority than the bend of the academy. They nil possess 

a book of genealogy, up to the founders of the tribes ; Rabbi 

Daniel descem,led from the house of Davie\. '!'he monm·ch 
dues · not appoint a bead of the ca1>tivity, Sll,Ve at the re

commendation of the principal men among t.]1e Jews. There 

is no one there eligible to be head of the captivity, exc\?pt 
thll two princes of the house of David, nnd some of the 

])lincipal men prefer Rabbi David, and some Rabbi Snmuel.:ia 

They. hnve not yet come to an understanding. They nre 

0 • 
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both of the disciples of the wise. Rabbi Daniel hnd no 
sous, only dnughtors. Rabbi Smuuel has a book of gene
alogy going back as far as Smnuel t.l1e Ramathcan, son of 
Elkauah. lie hns no sous, but only one daughter. She 
is expert in the Sctiprure and Talmud. She gives instruc
tion in Scriptm·e to yo1wg men, through a window. She, 
herself, is within the building, whilst the disciples arc b~
low outside, nncl do not sec her. In all the lnnd of .Assyrin 
am! Damascus, in the cities of Pe1-sia and i\Ieclia, as well ns 
in the land of Babel, they have no other ju°3'ge, unless ap• 
pointed by Babbi Samuel, the head of the academy. It is 
he that gives license in every city t-0 judge and to teach. 
His authority is acknowledged in all countries, nnd also in 
the land of l smel.37 They all respect him ; he has about 
sixty beaclles, who holcl the people in submission by means 
of rods. After the leaving of the disciples, the elders 
detive instruchon from him in the science of the planets, 
and other branches of knowledge. 

There are large cities in the land of .Amrat.:ss There are 
few Jews there. In ancient times many Jews lived there. 
However they slew each ot.he1· aucl se1iaratecl, and went to 

the cities of Babel, Media, and Persia.'0 But in the land of 
Gush'0 and Babel there are more than sixty myriads of 
Jews ; as many m-c in the ln.nd of Persia. But in Pe1-sia 
the Jews are subject to ho.rd bondage and sufferings. 
Therefore Rabbi Petachia visited only one city in Persia. 
Every Jew in Babel pays a gold fio1in annually to the 
head of the ucademy, as a poll-tax. For the monarch re-

c 2 
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qui.res no taxes, but only the head of the academy. 'fhe 
J'cws in the laud of Dnbcl liYe in pence. 

The monarch who reigned in the days of Rabbi Shc
lomoh, father of Rabbi Daniel, was n friend of Rabbi She
lomoh, because the monarch was of the seed of Mahomet, 
and the hC:ld of the captivity descended from King DaYid. 
Ancl he said to Rabbi Sbclomoh that he wished to sec the 
prophet Ezokiel, who performed mimcles. Ami Rabbi 
Shelomoh said to him, Thou caust not see him, fo1· he is 
holy, nor must thou 1u1co,·er b.is gra.vo. The monarch 
replied that he would explore it. Then Rabbi Sheloruoh 
and the elders said to hi.in, i.\Iy lord and king, Bmuch, 
SOD of Ne1inh, his disciple/ 1 is buried near the enclosure of 
the prophet. If ii. be thy will uncover his gmvc. If thou 
canst see his disciple then thou mayest try to sec his mas
ter. He then assembled all the princes, and commanded 
them to dig. But every one that dug into tho gmve of 
Bn111ch, son of Ne1iah, fell down immediately and ctied. 
There was there nn old mnu, au lshmnelite, who said to 
the monarch, Tell tl1e Jews that they shoulcl dig. The 
Jews replied, We are afraid. But the king said, If 
you keep the law of Bnruch, son of Ncriah, he wiJJ not hurt 
you, for every lshmnelite that dug fell down dead. Then 
Rabbi Shelomoh said, Give us time, tln-ee days, that we 
may fast in order to obtain his pardon. After three <htys 
the Jews dug, and were not hlll-t. The coffin of Bnruch, 
sou of Neriah, wns between two mnrble stones, he being 
between the two. A portion of his praying scru:f~2 pro-

• 
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truded between the stones. The king said, No two kings 
make use of the same crown.'3 I t does not become this 

righteous man to be near Ezekiel. I will h-ai1sfer it to ano

ther loc..'\lity. They then carried away the marble stones 
together with the coffin. When they came at the di~tauce 
of o. mile from tllC grave of Ezekiel, they coulcl not stir from 

the place. Nor coulcl any horses or mules move the coffin 
from its pl:l.ce. Then said Rabbi Sbelomoh, Herc the 

righteous mau wishes to be buried, and they bmicd there 
the coffin, and b11ilt a beautiful pal:l.ce oYer his grave. 

R\bbi Samuel, the heacl of the academy, gave Rabbi Pe
l:lchia a document wiili bis seal, tJint they should give him 

safe conduct whithersoever he should go, aud that they 

should show him the gmvcs of the disciples of the wise, 
and of the righteous. Iu the laud of Babel they stucly 

the commentary of Rub bi Snafiiah, '' which he mtlde on tJ1e 

,vhole of Scripture, and. on the sL't volumes of the Mislma ; 
as also the commentary of Rabbi Hai G:ton.4' Doth of 

them, ,,iz., Rabbi Saadinh and Rabbi Hai, are buried 

under l\fount Sinai. They say that from thence to Mount 

Sinai it is all one mountain. It is near Bngdad. Rabbi 
Petnchia carried the seal of Rabbi Samuel with him ; aucl 

the people did all that he required ; and they feared him. 

And Rabbi Petacbia travelled to a city the name of which 
is Polos,'8 a day's journey from Bugdad. There lives a 

distinguished priest, and all testify that be is of tl1e seed 

of Aaron the priest, boih from father's mid mother's sicle, 

without o.ny blemish. He also possesses o. book of gene• 
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,1logy. Before that city is a grnve over which a beautiful 

huu!Se is built. He was told that some l'icb man suw in 
his dream an nppurition, saying to him, l nm a Jew whose 

nnme is Ilrosak, one of the princes that w<Jnt into c.1p1ivity 
with Jcconi,,h. I am righteous. Thou hast 110 children. 

If tlwu wilt built! a beautiful house over my gmve thou 
wilt hm·e children. He built o,·er it n house, aud ho hall 

childreu. They then put the qu~ tiou in a dre;im;11 to leurn 
who w,is but:ied there, and he sait!, l am Brosak, I have 

110 0 1 her unmc. 
And the pl'iest appointed about futy youths, ti.rmed with 

spears and other weapons, who escorted hiru; for there is,~ 
people iu tho ueighbotu·hou<l of Babel which does not 
respect the king's authority It lives in the ,lesert; and is 

called Chnmmim;• because it robs aud plumlcrs every nation. 

Their face is like the herb grona.4u They only believe in 

the Gud of Ezekiel, and thus itll the Ishmaelitcs call them. 

About a day's or half a day's j otu·ney .f.rom Bagdad, in the 

desert, is the gr:we of the prophet Ezekiel. It is in the 

possession of the Chanunim. The city is about a mile 
from the grave. The J ews possess the keys. Rolllld the 

gmve of Ezekiel is a wall, and a large town, and a large 
enclosure. The Jews open the wicket, which is so low 

that those entering have to crawl on hancls ancl feet. On 
the festiYal of Tabernacles people from all countries reso1't 

hither, when the entrance becomes eularged by itself, so 

that they can enter it even on eiimels. About 60,000 or 

60,000 Jews meet there, besides Ishmaelites. Tabernacles 
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are erected in the enclosure of Ezckiei. Aficnvards tbe 

eutrnnce sln'inks to its former dimensions. All can see 
that. Vows and free-will offorings take place over his 

i,rrnve. And whoever is barren, or whose cattle is ba1Ten, 
makes a vow, or prays over his grave. Rabbi Petach.in 
was told that some person of distinction had a mare which 

had become barren,$<) and he vowed tJiat if the mare woulcl 

bring forth a foal lie would give it to Ezekiel. His desire 

was gratified. But as the foal was beautiful, he wished to 
keep it for himself. But the foal left him of its own ac

cord, and went into the enclosure of Ezekiel, through the 

gate, which was enlarged for the purpose. '!'he master 
searched for the horse everywhere without finding it. At 

last he considered that having vowed it to the lighteous 

Ezekiel, it might l1ave gone there, and indeed he found it 
there ; but when he desirecl to take it away he ~ouhl not, 

for the entmnce was too low. Then n Jew said to him, 

'l'he horse came l1ere in n miraculous manner ; you may 

pe1·haps have vowed it to the saint. He confessed it, and 

said, Yes, I have vowed it to him, and what shall I do to 
be able to bring it ~,ut? The J ew sai.d, Take money and 

lay it on his grave. If you Jay down its value the horse 
will be able to go forth. He gradually increased tlie 

a..-nount of the money until it reached the value, when the 

enn-nnce became enlarged, nnd it could go forth. 
RnbbiPetachia went to tJ1c grave ofEzekiel,nnd tookwith 

him gold, and gold grains, and the grains fell from his hands, 

n.nd he said, My Lord Ezekiel, for thy honour have I come, 
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anll now the grnins have dropped from my hands and are 

lost. Wherever they may be they are thine. Aud he saw 

sometluug, at some distnnce, like a star. He thought it 
might be a precious stone. He then went there and found 

the grains, when he plnced them on t.he tomb of Ezekiel. 

Every lslnuaelitc that goes in pilgrimage to the tomb of 

Mahomet takes his w:iy ove1· the tomb of Ezekiel, and 

makes some present or free-will offering to Ezekiel, making 

a vow and praying, Om· Lord E zekiel, if I return I will 
gil·c thee such and such o. tiling. By way of the desert 

they go in forty (fays, from the tolllb of Ezekiel to 

the river Sambaiion.$1 Whoever wishes to go to a distant 

lan~I deposits his purse, or any valuables, with Ezekiel, 

saying, Our Lord Ezekiel, take charge of tltis valuable for 

1ue until I return, and let nobody take it but its heir. And 

many purses with money lie there rott.ing because they lay 

there many years.$': There were books there, and a wortl1-

lcss person wished to carry away one of the books, but 

could not, for pnin anu blindness seized him ; therefore 

every one fears Ezekiel. Whoever has not seen the beauti

ful large st,ructtu·e over his grave has never seen a fine' 

building. It is inside overlaid with gold. Over tl1e grave 

i ; n mass of lime, us high as n man, and ro1md the lime, 
and over it, is a st111ctw·e of cedar wood, which is gilded ; 

the eye never saw the like. There are windows in it, 

through which people pass their heads and p111y. At the 

top is a large cupola of gold, and beautiful carpets cover 

the inside. There are also iu it beautiful glass vases, and 
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thilty lamps fed with olive oil bum there dny and night. 
They supply the olive oil from the gifts deposited for the 
lighting of the thirty lamps. There are about 200 over
seers appointed for the adminisb:atio11 of the gifts deposited 
011 his grave, who discharge their office one after the other. 
From the money deposited on bis grave the synagogue re
quiring repair is repaired, orphans receive marriage por
tions, and destitute disciples are supported. 

At Bagdad there are three synagogues, besides that built 
by Daniel 011 the spot on which the angel stood on the brink 
of the river, one on each bank, as is written in the book of 
Dnniel. 

Whilst Rabbi Pctachia was on the grave of Ezekiel he 
saw in the building a bil·d the facd of which mis like that of 
a human being," at which the overseer acting as doorkeeper 
grieved, for he said, It is a tradition with us, from our fa. 

thers, that every house wherein such a bird is found will 
become a ruin. But when the overseer observed that as 

the bird was going to quit the window it turned and died, 
he rejoiced greatly, for he said that since the bird was 
dead the doom was annulled. The head of the academy 
told Rabbi Pet..-ichia that formerly a column of fire rested 
over the grave of Ezekiel/' but that wicked persons had 
come and desecrated it, since the1·e had come about 80,000 
individuals to the feast of Tabernacles, among whom there 

• were unworthy persons, and the column of fire was re• 
moved. The Tabernacles are erected in the same enclo• 
sure, close to the bwfal ground. 
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'£he river Euplmltcs and the river Chabor>$ join; they 

can nevertheless be distinguished. Ou the otl1er side of 
the river Euphrates, about a mile, opposite to the grave 

of Ezi!kiel, are the graves of Han::u1iab, 1\fishael, and 
Esariah. Each is separate. Ezra, the scribe, is also 
buried there.~ He (Rabbi P etachia) theu returned, and in 
two days went as far as Nehardeah.17 The city has a cir
cuit of about tlu·ee clays ; but everytJung is desolate. 

There is a congregation in a portion of the city. An<l 

when he produced the seal of the head of the acaden1y 
they showed him the synagogue Shaf-Wyat.lli.b.u Its three 

walls are of stone, nu<l the western wall is on the river 

Euplu.,tes. No portion of the wall is built of either stone 

or brick, but consists entirely of the dust which Jechaniah 
brought with him. T he synagogue has no roof, for every

tlli.ng is desolate. And U1e J ews told him that in the 
night they see a column of fire issue from it, exten<liug as 

far as the grave of Brusak, which he mentioned before. 

H e then rehtrue<l, and came to a city calle<l Mclln.,69 where 

the grave of Rabbi Meir is, the same Rabbi l\'Ieir men

tioned in the l\lishnab.GO Before the town, by the water, is 
a. field, and in that field is the grave. And as the Eu

phrates, when it rose, inunclatcd the gi-ave, they took of 

the money vowed by Jews and l shmaelites and built a city 
round his grave, with towers in the nli.<lst of the water. 

There is a beautiful house over his gi-ave, which the l sh

maclites call Chinuk ( Choking). The reason thereof is 

that one clay tho sultan crune and took away one of the 
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stones forming one of the steps leading to his grave. But 

in the night Rnbbi Meir appeared to him in a dream, 
seized Jilin by the throat as though he was going to choke 

him, saying to Jilin, Why didst thou carry away my stone? 
Dost thou not know thnt I am righteous, and beloved by 

Goel ? The sultan then begged the rabbi's pardon. But 
he replied, I will not do so until thou canicst it back on 

thy own shoulder, before the eyes of all, saying, I was 
wicked io robbing my lord tlie righteous. In the morrow 

he carried the stone on his shoulder :mcl put it on its 
fonner place, saying, I was wicked in robbing my lord the 

righteous. Thereforn the Ishmaelites fear him, worship on 
his grave, make him presents, and vow that if they should 

retm11 in peace they wonlcl give him tJtis or that. Where
ever Rabbi Petachia showed the seal of the head of t,J1e 

academy, men armed with spears came immeclfately for

ward and escortecl Jilin. 
From the gr:we of Ezekiel to that of Ba111ch, son of 

Neriah, is a distance of a mile, and from the graye of 

Ba111ch, sou of Neriah, to that of Nahum, the Elkoshite,'1 

is about four parasangs. Between them, in the middle, is 

the grave of Abba Ariclia.'~ The length of his grave is 

eighteen cubits ; five of the Amoraim63 are buried there. 
The mill which Raba61 had erected for the disciples is 

thoce, but it hlls no water. In his days they grow1d in it. 

There is a beautiful house over it. They have a tradition 

whereby they know graves of prophets and Amoraim, 550 

in number, like the number of Sarim.°' Where there ex, 
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ists n congregt\tion near the grave of a righteous man they 
spread a costly cloth over the grove, and when they re

move thence they spread a mat over tho grave, on which 
there is no building. Underneath most of the cloths or 
mnts covering the graves a serpent is coiled, which gunrds 

the gr-.i.ve.co Thereforn they say to everyone, When thou 

misest the mat beware of the serpent. The hcncl of the 
academy wrote down for him who the Amoraim buried 

there arc. Rabbi Pctachin, however, forgot the list in 
Bohemia, for he came from Bohemia h.ither.c7 He re
lated that ever sinco he set out fi:om Bohemia it was nil 
towards the cast. Bohemia being to the east of Ra
tisbon, Russia to the east of Poland. From thence he 

turued to the cast, and came in sb, days to the gmve of 

our lord E:1.r-.1, the scribe. They said that in the dnys 

of old the grave of Ezra, the scribe, was nunous. Once 

a shepherd came, who saw a mound nnd slept on it. 
Some one then appeared to lum in a dream, saying to him, 

Tell the sultan I am Ezm, tl1e scribe. Let him tak~ 

me up through the instnllllentality of Jews, and pince me 
in such and such n spot; if not all !us people will die. 

Ho,veve1·, he did not attend to the matter, nnd so many 

people died. Now Jews were called upon, who buried 

!um with honour. The grave was of marble stone, and 
upon the miuble was a. tablet, upon which was engraven, "I 

am Ezr-a, the scribe." They b11ried lum on the spot 

named to the shepherd, and erected n fino structure over 
his gr.we. In the eleventl1 hour a colulllll of firo ascends 
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from his gmve to the sky. Tb.is continues during the 
eleventh nod twelfth hour. It is also seen in the fu-st 
hour of the night. People can walk three or four para.

sangs by the light of the pillar. All the Islunaelites wor
ship there. The keys of the houses over the graves nre in 

the hands of the Jews. They employ the proceeds of tl1e 
vows in giving marriage po1·tions to 011>hnns, supporting 

disciples, and repairing synagogues of the poor. 
Before Rabbi Petachia set out for the grave of Er.rn., tl1e 

scribe, he journeyed in eight days to Shushan/8 tl1e fonuer 

capital. There are only two Jews there, who arc dyc1-s. 
And he showed them the seal of the head of tho academy, 
and they showed him the coffin of Danicl.ij~ Originally he 

was burie(l on one side of the river, and t.here was there 

great plenty, prosperity, and blessing. Then tl1ose on the 
other side of the riYer said, Because the righteous man is 

not buriecl in our portion therefore om· district is not 

blessed. And there were constantly great wars between 
the two districts , during wltlch the coffin was violently 

transferred from bank to bank. At lo.st some elders came, 
who having brought about a settlement between them, they 
took the coffin an(l suspended it by iron chains, on ltlgh 

iron pillars, erected in the middle of the river. The 

coffin is made of polished copper conspicuous in the middle 

of the river ten cubits above the water. At the distance it 
looks lustrous like glass. The J ews told Jilin that any 

vessel passing underneath the coffin will proceed in safety 

if those in it be pious, but will founder if tltls be not the 

-·--------- --- --
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case. He was further told that underneath the cofliu 
there are fish with goldeu pendants in their ears.70 He, 
however, did not pass underneath the coffin, but stood on 
the brink of the rirer looking at the coffin. 

He then retm11ccl to Bngdad. There he was shown a 
flying ca.me!." It is low, and its legs arc slender; and if 
anybody wishes to ride on it, he must tic himself to it lest 
he should fall down. The 1;der h-averses u1 one day the 
space o,·or which a man on foot would have to pass fifteen 
days. Oue might go e,·eu s\\ifter if the rider only could 

stand it. In one second it gallops a mile.. They also 
showed him the gates of Bngdad. They ure a hunclred 
cubits high and ten cubits wide. They are of polished 
copper, and omnmented with figures, so that no one cau 
produce the like. A nail once fell out, and no artificer is 
able to fix it again. Formerly the horses used to be 
startled back at tho sight of the gates, for seeing the 
brightness of the gates they perceived as it were other 
horses running tow:trds them, whereby they took fright 
nnd started off. They therefore pourecl boiling vinegar 
over the gates, and thus deadened the brightness of the 
polished copper, so tl1at the horses should enter. How
ever, the polish of the copper is still partly perceived at 
the top, where no vinegar was poured. These gates are 
of the gates of Jerusalem. The head of the academy has 
many servants. They flog any one not immediately ex
ecuting his orders ; therefo1·e people fear him. He, how
eyer, is righteous, hlllllble, all(! full of knowledge of the 
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law. He is clothecl in golden and coloured garments like 
the king ; his palace also is bung with costly tapestry like 
that of the king. 

Rabbi Petachia tr:wcllecl in two days from Bagdad to 
the boundary of Old Babylon." The house of Nebuchacl• 
nczznr is all desolate. Near his house is a pillar, and the 
house of Daniel looks as if it were new. On the place 
where Daniel used to sit there is a stone, and where his 
feet rested a marble stone. Thero is also n stone at the 
top, upon which the book lay out of which he usecl to 
write. In the wall between the house of Daniel and that 
of Nebuchadnezzar is a small window through which he 
threw writings. There are steps below, upon which three 
pious sages used to sit before him. On bis right, by his 
scat, o. stone is fi.."tecl, and they declarecl that there was it 

tradition that there the vessels from the holy temple were 
hidden. One clay rulers who had heard of it c:une for 
the purpose of digging there ; but when they laid hold on 
the stone they all fell down dead, therefore they did not 
remO\'e anything. They then went from that room, ancl 
took him· through tbe thickness of the wull to an upper 
room, wherein Daniel used to offer up his prayers. The 
entrance is so inclined that it is e."tactly opposite J enlsalem, 
and it is so artificially made that nobody could point it 
out. 

He then returned. He stated tho.t he did not see any 
woman whilst staying in Bo.bylon, because they were all 
veiled and modest. Everyone has a bath in his court• 

. . ---
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yl!l'd ; and no one offered up his pmyer before he had 
bathed. All travelle1·s there tl'avel ili.t.he night, ou ac
count of tho heat. Everything grows there ill winter as 
l1ere in summer. l\fost of tl1eir labours nre pel'formed 
during the night.. Babylon is, ill fact, quite a difleront 
world. The Jews are devoted to the study of the law and 
the fear of God. The Isbmaelites also a1·e t1:ustworthy. 
When a merchant arrives there he deposits his goods in a 
house and goes away. The goods are then oftered for sale 
in tho market-places. If the price demanded by the mer
chant is given, it is good. If not, the goods are shown to 

all the brokers. Should they become spoiled they are 
sold. All that is done with honesty. 

In Babylon there are thirty synagogues, besides tl1at of 
Daniel. Howe\·er, there is no minister there, and he 
whom the head of the academy bids to do so acts as pro
centor. It is done in this manner. Some one recites the 
hundred benedictions, and those present say Amen ; then 
some one recites the prayer of Baruch Sheamar13 with a loud 
\'Oice, another rises and recites all the Praises, who is 
joined by the whole congregation ; ltls voice, l1owever, is 
heard above them all that they should not recite too fast, 
and they all follow hlm. He recites the pr-ayer of Y eshta
bach before Vayosha, and then goes on with the other 
prayers. Thus the prayer is divided between several pre
centors. No one talks to his neighbour at synagogue; all 
stand decorously, and they are all at synagogue without 
shoes, barefootecl. When, wltllst r,ro.ctising, they should 
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S,p ,., t:?'t:? ,,n:i t:?'' : tU')M N,:i iwn C')'~' 
,~m~ St:? ,S,n:i : O'V) S1p::i ,,btb ~,~, • 0'11) 
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ilt.)::J t:?' '1)blb S:, S11, • C')U') m,bt:? ti'.l'b~n 

: C'.l)l') 
,S )Nin SN'),, :,,r,,S,l.l:i n1nn=1 1::i, ;,,:,rv:,, 
NS.b ,,~n t:?Nn 1rv::i:,, . ,,Nb p,b11 n,,,~ :it1 
. tl S::m~, r n,, nn,p ,s,n ,s t:?'t:? 1b) : C'b 

: N.=)it,b ~):,) 

,:iSb St:? 01n,St:? nNi ni)::,::, n1:,t,:i ,w, 
• C'b' :,,rvv 7Snb:J Ct:?b p,n, )Ub ,:, • ,rvt.) 
,~n ,,nS -,::,171.)) • ,rv,n ,,n ,11 7t')b riNM) 
7Ni.,b N:i 7t:?.b ,:,i.,t.) ·nl,l:irvS, : :i:,, 1:i :i,J,, 'J:l 
n,,n:i ,rv.E>n,, on,n,p,1"1, t:lli'li-r ,n,J1rv ~ c,Sn:i 
: ci,N liN ,:i,,n, NS cN, , tlibl.' t::i ntt1b 
; ci,N J"\N nnrvS 1NSbii S,nr,:,rv ,11 ,;,nrvJ, 
rvN,S ,n,rv, • ci,N S:i, 1tt'b ,:,Sb ,.,"JMJ) 
'b S:i, : tl'b:,n ,,,bSn cnS n~,rv ;,:i,rv1:, 

r.tt, oibSS ; nw 7,,n c:in i 1bSn, 1J11 N)i'1W 
0 1-ub f"'lNb) : ,',:i::in ,,bSn, :i,,n:i c;,1J:i 
Cl MN'1 N,n, :iibS, ;,w 01,,bSnn o,:iS,n 
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be mistaken in a tune, the head of the ac..'ldemy gives 
them a sigu with his finger ; they then Wlderstaud what is 
the tune. If there be o.ny young mo.n having a pleasing 
voice he recites a psalm. On the half-holidays" they recite . 
the psahns "ith the accompaniluent of musical instruments, 
aud they know by tradition with what tuues.u For the Asor 
they ha,·e ten tunes, anJ. for the Shemiueth eight tunes ;1• 

they h.we several tUDcs for each psal.w. When Rabbi 
Petachia was in the 1·oom of Daniel they showed him a 
very deep lions' den, nud also a lime-kiln half fillecl with 
water. Whoever is attacked by fever bathes therein a!ld 
is he.,lecl. 

Whilst at Ba.gclad he saw ambassadors from the kings 
of i\Ieshech, for Magog is . about ten days' jo1u·11ey from 
thence." The laud extends as far as the l\fountains of 
Darkness.18 Beyond the Mountains of Da1·kncss are the 
sons of Jonaclab, son of Recbab.7' To the seven kings of 
:Mesbech au angel appeared in a dream, bidding them to 

give up the hl.ws and statutes, and to embrace the law of 
l\Ioses, son of Amram. If not, be threatened to lay waste 
their country. However, they delayed until tl1e angel 
commenced to lay waste their country, when the kings of 
:Meshech and nil the :inhabitants of their countries became · 
proselytes, and they sent to the head of the academy a 
request to send them some disciples of the wise. Every 
disciple of the wise that is poor goes there to teach them 
the law and Babylonian Talmud.1° From the land of 
Egypt the disciples go there to study. He saw the aru• 
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bassadors visit the grave of Ezekiel when they heard of 
the miracles, and thnt they who prayed there were hcanl. 

Rabbi Peta.cilia. said that the mountains of Ararat are 
five days' journey from Babylon. The mountains of 
Ararat are high. There is one high mounmin, above 
which there arc fom· others, of which two arc opposite 
two. The ark of Noah was caniccl between these mouu- . 
tains and could not get out. However, the ark is not 
there, for it has decayed. The mountains are full of 
thorus and other herbs; when the dew falls upon them, 
manna falls upon them, but when the sun shines warm it 
melts. Wbntevc1: portion of it is gathered in the night, if 
it be kept, likewise melts. They therefore carry off the 
mnuna. together with the thorns and herbs, which they are 
obligccl.to cutoff, since they 1u•c very hard. It is white like 
snow. The herbs and nettles are very bitter. However, 
when boiled together with the manna they become sweeter 
than honey and every othe1· sweet stuff. Were it boiled 
without the nettles the limbs of the partaker thereof 
would become disjointed for excessive sweetness. They 
look like small grains. They gave him a few to taste ; 
they melted in his mouth ; they were sweet ; penetrating 
into all his limbs, so that he could not bear the sweetness!' 

Wnen Rabbi Petnchia visited the grave of Ezekiel he 
saw the tower of the generation of the dispe1'Sed ; it is 

all fallen in, forming a. high mountain, n mound for ever.63 

The lrlng, contemporaneous with Rabbi Sl1elomoh, 
futher of Rabbi Daniel, head of the captivity, having seen 
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),, il'1'1''')7 ,.,,n~, : ,.,.::ip Svw "ll"'lil:"1 ')~b 
,~.::iii Ol u'ibW J"il' O'"'lbM,"'1, • i"l~) o,i!) 
• t:lli~ r.::ib i"l'i"l bl7b CW il'ilW <Ubb) 'bi : iSt:, 
,,.,, fU:> • o,)ir,', iN U)iw',', Ni:, ::i,.,p ,:, 
::i:,m ',;J ,N'S1bW' f~~::i, : Olj~ t::lin', , ':j1.1. 
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the brightness ascending from the grave of Bnmch, sou of 
Ncrinh, aud whose beautiful aud splendid praying scarf 
w;1s faintly Yisible between the u1arble stones, went nfter
wanls to the city of 'Meccah, to the tomb of Mahomet;"' 
nncl behold there was n decayed and putrefied corpse, from 
whom grave such n disagreeable smell 1nose that nobody 
could bear it. He then said to his people that there was 
nothing substantial either in Mahomet or his religion, 
for they knew that the body of Baruch, son of Noriab, 
w:1s proserYed, that his praying scarf protruded from his 
tomb, that ho was (~ disciple to a. prophet, and that the 
Islunaelites who dug up his gmve perished, whilst the 
Jews were not hm·t; therefore we may )mow that the 
Jews hold by the law kept by Bnrnch, son of Nerinh. 
He, however, could not gain t.ime to conYcrt himsell' 
and his people before he died, and thus the resolution of 
conre1ting all his people became void. 

Ezra, the scribe, is bmied on the bom1dnry of the 
land of Babylon.81 When tho pillar of fu-e is over his 
gr,we, the strnct\n·e erected on it is not visible, on accotwt 
of the brightness oYer his grave. Behind the upper 
c~mmber of Dnniel is o. beautiful plea.stn·e garden, wherein 
the palm trees, as well ns his well, arc still in existence. 
Whoever of us stays in the pince some little time u11de1'
stands their language, for it is nearly allied to ours, or 
the Targum: for instance, derec/1 becomes droch, lechem, 
lechom.0 In the laud of Islunael the gold gt·ows like 
herbs.!$ In the night its brightness is seen, when a mark 
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is ma.de with dust or lime. They then come in the 
morning nnd gather the herbs upon which the gold is 
found. Therefore gold coins a.re fouud there, and they 
possess much gold. 

He then turned to the west, en.me ba.ck to Nineveh, 
from Nineveh to Nisibis. There is the synagogue which 
Ezra. built ; upon the stone is engraved " Ezra, the 
Scribe." He then went to Hara.n, a.ncl to A.mm Nuha
i::tiiu, situtlte between two rivcrs.67 At Nisibis there m·e 
about 800 Jews from thence he went to Hemoth.55 He 
uametl :ill the cities; und stated how muny days it took 
him to 11·,wcl from city to city. However, there is no oc
casion to write it clown. From U1ence (he went) to Haleb," 
that is A.mm Zobah. Why is it called Haleb? Decause 011 

the molllltain was the flock of Abraham our father. Steps 
led down from the mountain, whence he was aceustomecl 
to reach milk to the poor. From thence he went to 
Daniascus. This is a large city ; the IGng of Egypt 
rules over it. There are there about 10,000 Jews, who 
have a prince. The l1ead of their academy is Rabbi Esra, 
who is full of t.l1e knowledge of the law, for Rabbi Sa
muel, head of tl1e acn.demy of Babylon, ordained him. 
Damascus has goodly lands; it lies in the midst of 
gardens aucl pleasm•e grounds. There arc nlso bigb 
fountains fro1u wbich the water pours, aml many L·u-ge 
pools. The Ishmaelites say, If Paradise be on earth tl1e11 
Damascus is the Paradise, and if it be in heaven, then Da
mascus is opposite on the earth. W11osoevcr goes to Do.-
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mascus secs mount Scir on the side, as also mount Hermon,!JO 

and mount Lebanon. In the laud of Sihon and Og there 
is neither grass nor plant, as though it l1a(l been over

turned like Sodom and Gomor1:a. He saw there a gra.ve 
80 cubits long. He was told that it was the grave of 

Shem, sou of Noah. But the Jews did not tell him so. 
There is about two days' journey to Syria. The Jordan 

passes thrnugh 11 caYe, as they said, from tl1e cave of 

Panc:ts. He then came to Tiberias ; at which place 
there is a congreg,itiou, for there are also congregations 
in the lancl of Israel, which, however, only nmnber one 

hundred, two hundrccl, or three hunched families.01 At 
Tiberins tl1ere is a synagogue which J oshua, son of Nun, 
built. 1\.t Scpphoris there is btuied our holy rabbi.9' A 

pleasing odour ascends from his grave. This odour is 

smelt at the distance of a mile from his grave. The g1-aves 

in the land of Israel are in hollows, but not those of Baby
lon. For in Babylon water appears, and therefore they 

cannot dig deep caves. Of the posterity of Rabbi Yehoodah 

a descendant exists, whose name is Rabbi Nehomi, who 

has a son whose name is Yehoodah, after Rabbi Yehoodah, 
the prince.n He possesses a book of genealogy going back 

to Rabbi Yel1oodah. Rabbi Nehomi is a physician, and sells 

spices in _the market. His clril<,lren are with him in the 

shop. They are wrapt in that they should not look about. 

He is a disciple · of the wise and righteous. Tibcrias, 

Se1>phoris,°1 nnd all the cities in the plain, belong to Lower 

Galileo.. He also saw Usha and Shifrem, where Rabbi 
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Gnmliel lived at the seat of the Sanhediin.'~ 'fhere nre 
Jews at Acco.~ 

At Yabneh U1ere is a spring wl1ich flows all SL\'. days, 
but on Sabbath not a single drop is found iu it.01 In 
Lower Gallien there is a eave which inside is spacious 

nnd high. Ou one side of the cnve are bm·ied Shamai 
and his disciples ; and on the other Hillel and his disci
ples. Li the midclle of the cave there is a large stone, 

hollow like a cup, which is capable of contai11ing more 
than forty seah.'i ,vi1en men of worth enter, the st.one 
appe.'11-s full of sweet water. One may then wash his 

hands and feet, and pray, imploring God fo1· what one de

sii-es. 'fhe stone, however, is not hollow from below, 
for the water does not come from the bottom, as it only 
occurs in honour of a man of worth, since to an uuworihy 

man the water docs not appear. '!'hough ouc should 

draw from the stone o. thousand jugs of water, it would 
not be diminished, but would remain fall as before. 

He then wcut to Upper Galilea aml stayed among the 

mountains. There is Nithai, the Arbelite, buried at 
Arbel." Mount Go.asb100 is very high, ou it Obadiah, the 

prophet, is buried. 'fhe mountain is ascended by means 

of steps formed in the mounto.in. In the midst of the 
mountain Joshua, son of Nun, is buried; and by his side 

Kaleb, son of Je11hunah. Close by, o. spring of good 

water gushes from the mountain ; there are beautiful 

palaces erected near the graves. Every building in the 

laud of Israel is of stone. Near one of the palaces a foot-
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Sue- t::iNi, :iN,, : ::iP'-"' Ctr!' t:iN:, Su pipn, 
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• n~ n,Nb r:,Se-:, p,bv -iN::i:i, : ,b,p~ :,r,,N 

: Ctr!' O")~b C'b J'N' 
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print is perceptible, like that of a human being treacling 
on snow. This is that which the angel imprinted after 

the death of Josh~m, son of Nun, when the land of Israel 

was shaken.'0 ' Rabbi Petachia s:ifrl that a. circuit of the 
whole land of Israel might be made in three <lays. From 
thence he went to the gi~we of J onah, sou of Amittai. 

There is a. beautiful palace built over it. Near it is a 

pleasure garden wherein all kinds of fruit are found. 

The keeper of the pleasure garden is n Gentile. Never
theless, when Gentiles come there he gives them no frnit, 

but when Jews come he gives them a f1ienclly reception, 

s.'lying, J onah, sou of Amittai, was a Jew, therefore it is 
due to you to pai·take of what is his, ancl then gives to 

the J ews to eat thereof. He then came to Rachel's 
gi-:we, at Eplu-oth, hnJf a clay's j ourney from J erusalem. 

Upon her grave are eleven stones, according to the ntun• 
be1· of tho eleven tribes ; nnd because Benjamin was only 
born at her death there is no stone erected for him. 

They are of marble. The stone of Jacob, however, con

sisting of one piece of marble, above all of them, is very 
large, n. loacl for many p01-sons. A mile from hence are 

priests who took awo,y the large stone from the grave and 
plnce<l it in a building for strange sen'icc.103 In the mom• 

ing, howe,•er, it was seen on the grave as before. This 

was repeated several times, until at last they abstained 
from c.arrying it away. On the stone is engraved the 

name of Jacob. He also sa.,v the stone over the well 

near Haran. Fo~ty pci-sons could not move it from its 
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place. The well is about thirty cubits deep; there is, 
however, no water in it. 

He then went to J emsalem. The only J ew there is 

Rabbi Abraham, the dyer, 103 and he pays a heavy tax to the 
king to be permitted to remain there. They showed him 
l\1011nt Olivet, and he saw tlint the pavement was three 

c11bits high, which is the breadth thereor.i0 1 There is 
also there a beautiful palace which the Ishmaelites b11ilt 

in ancient times, when Jerusalem was still in the hands 

of the l shmaelitcs. Then came worthless persons who 
brought to the king of the I slllllaclites t.he slandero11s re

port, s.'lying, There is :m old man among us who knows 
the loc.'llity of the temple and the cotu·t. Then the Icing 

urged him until be pointed it out. The Icing was a friend 
of the J ews, and said, I will build here a temple, and 

none but Jews shall pray tl1erein. He built the temple of 
marble stone, a beautiful structm·e consisting of red, green, 

and vatiegnted marble. Then came Gentiles and put 

images in it; but they fell down. They then fixed the 

images in the thickness of the wall ; but in the holy of 

holies they could not place any.105 The hospitru1°' where 
the poor are is on another side. The gt·ouncl is cleft, and 

is called Valley of the Son of Hinom, where their bw-ial ., 

place is. 

The circuit of the land of Israel may be made in about 

three days. He saw the salt sea of Sodom and Gomon-a. 

There is no herb there. As to the pilliu· of salt, he said 

that he did not ~cc it, nnd thnt it no longer existed. Nor 
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did he seo the stones which Joshua. erected.'07 He then 
went to Hebron. He s..1.w over the cavo n lnrge palace, 
which Abral1am, our father, built. There arc in it large 
stones of twenty-seven or twenty-eight cubits. Every 
corner stone is about seventy cubits. He ga,·c to the 
keeper of the key of the c.we a gold piece to take him to 
the graves of the fathers; and be opened it, aud behold 
there was over the entrnncc au image,103 ,md inside tlmie 
ceUs. The J ews of Acco ha(! told him pre,riously, Be
wru·e, for they have placed three corpses at the entrnnce 
of the cave, saying tbnt these were the patriarchs; but 
they are not. But the keeper of the cave s..iid that they 

. were. He, therefore, gave him another golcl piece to 

take him insillo the ~we. He then opened it, S<'l.)ring, I 
never permitted a Gentile before to cuter this gate. He 
then brought lights aud they went inside, and had to de
scend steps, and before he entered the cave he had out
side to descend fifteen steps. They then came to a vory 
spacious cave. In the midst of the cave there is an eu
tr.mce in the ground. The ground consists all of rock; 
and all the graves ure in the hollow of the rock ; and Qve1· 
that entrance, in the middle, are placed very thick iron 
bars, the like no man can make unless through heavenly 
instrumentality, and a storm-wind blows from ·between 

the holes between bnr nnd bar. He coulcl not enter there 
with lights. Then he understood that the fathers were 
there, and he prayed there. Whenever be bent towards 
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the mouth of the c.·we a stonu-\1iud weut forth and cast 
him backwards. 

At J e111salem there is a gate, its name is, Gate of 

Mercy.U,. The gate is full of stone and lime. No J ew, 
and still less a Gentile, is pe11nitted to go there. One 
day the Gentiles wished to 1·cmove the rubbish ancl open 

the gate, but the whole land of Lm1cl shook, and there 

was a tumult in the city until they left off. There is a 
tradition nlllongst the J ews that the divine glory appeared 
through this gate, and that through it it would return. It 

is exactly opposite i\Iount Olivet. i\'Iount Olivet is lower 

than it. Nevertheless, whoe,er stands on that mountain 
may see it. His fact "ill stand that day on Mount 
Olivet. no They shall see distinctly when the E ternal will 
retw·n to Zion tlu·ough that gate. Prayers are oft'ered 

up there. The Tower of David still exists. 
At Damascus there is a synagogue which Elihsa built, 

also one built by Rabbi Elieser, son of Asaiiab ;m it is 

large, and service is perfo1·med in it. 
Among the oaks of Manu·e, at a distance from the1·e, 

dwelled an old man, who was near death when Rabbi 

Pet.1chia an'iYed there, and he told his son to show Rabbi 
Petachia the tree under which the angels rested. He also 

showed him a fine olive tree cleft into three parts with n 

stone in the middle. They ha.ve· a tmdition tha.t when 

the angels sat down the tree was cleft into three parts, 

each resting under one tree whilst sitting on the stone. 

T he fruits of the t.L·ee are very sweet. By the tree is the 

F 
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WcU of Sarah; its. waters arc clear and swcel. By tLe 
weU is the teut of Sarah. Close by i\C:imre is n. plniu, 
and on the other side there are about a lnm<lred cubits 

from the well of Sarah to the well of Abraham ; its water 
is very agreeable. They also showed him a stone of 

twenty-eight cubits, upon which Abmham,. our father, 
was circumcised. The old man affirmed, with nn oath, 

tht\t now that he w,\s quitting the world aucl would not 
say a falsehood, that one day, on the fast of the Day of 

Atonement, he S.<\W a fiery angel and a fiery horse by the 

well of Sarah, who was offering up his devotion. 

ln Greece the Jews are subject to g1·e:1t op11ression ; 
and even compelled to perfo11n menial work personiilly. 

There are youths among them who are expert in the use 

of the divine name, and conjure evil spirits, which are 
compelled to serve them like shwes.112 There are there 
many congregations, so that the land o( Israel could not 

cont.<\in them were they settled therein. 
In tl1e village of Usam is buried J onah, son of Amittai, 

in Bosi-a, of Babylon, Ezra, the scribe. Rabbi Chana, 
the Bagdadian,11

• who wrote in the Talmud, was of Bag

dnd, the great city as mentioned before. At Babylon 
there are no stones, but everything is of brick. 

End of the words of Rabbi Petachia, brother of Rabbi 

Yizchak, the White, author of the Tosephoth, and of Rabbi 

Nachman, of Ratisbon. 

F2 



NOT ES. 

(! ) The country descrilm l by Rabbi Petachia under 
thi~ name of Kedn.r appears to be Little Russia, at that 
time also known ns Little Tartary, aud the land of 
Ch.1zar$ con-espouds with the Crimen. The Chazars sub
jugated Taurida iu .\.D. 07!!, and were themselves in 
their turn subjugated by the Petscheneges between 894 
and 1050, but a large portion of the peninsula bore the 
name ofChaiaria for many centuries afterwards. (Historical 
Sketch of the Crimea, by ·A. Grant, D. C. L., p. 55.) 
W. Burckhardt Barker tells us that the original name of 
the Chazars, Kasa.rs or Cosars, a branch of the Western 
Huns, was Cusa, a name still given by the Turks to 
sparsely bearded men with r/Jd hair. The same writer 
suggests that tl1e uame of the Pet.scheueges, another Hun
uish tribe typified their being the vanguard of the immense 
an-o.y of Seythia.u tribes, when they fi.rst moved in com• 
biuation with each other from east to west. The worcl 
Pich means " front ;" and Nik " good," " brave,'' and 
thence used substantively, as we might say, "our foremost 
braves." (Historical Account of the Crimea, pp. 112 and 
121.) The seventeen rivers that surround the land of 
the Clwars are the rivers that flow into the Black Sea, and 
the Stinking Sea is evidently the Sivash or Putrid Sea.-A. 

The rabbis generally apply the denomination Kednr to 
Arabia. Later rabbis, however, applied it also to Tar• 
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tary (Elias Levitn Tishbi, 1>. 201, Pomis Tsemach David, 
p. 197, col. 4), although the !'Cason of this departure fl'olll 
the fonuer conventional meaning is not clear. The mode 
of pledging their faith to each other existed nlrencly in the 
hnes of Herodotus, who ascribes it to the Scythiaus. 

The mode of pnssing t.bc rivers, · as described by Rabbi 
Petachia, is very ancient. Xenophon already alludes to it 
(Anabasis v. 10). Quite in the ~ame way docs the Tnri.kh
el-Kamil describe the passage of the Djil1on by the 
l\'Ion~ols in the y<'nr 617 of the Hegirn. 

( 2) The description given, as well as lhc four rnb
sequent notes, show that Rabbi Petnchia. is speaking of 
the Black Sea, the Sea of Azoff, their gulfs and the 
1ivers flowing into the northern po11ions thereof. The 
gulf here especially alluded to seems to be that which is 
now called the Gulf of Perekop. 

(3) It being now admitted by all modern Je\lish 
histo1ians that tho reigning dynasty of the Chazars at one 
period professed the J ewisl1 relir,<ion, which had also been 
embraced by most of the inhabitants of Chazariu, although 
all other religions enjoyed equal freedom, a few remarks 
on this people and t-beir country may not be deemed 
superfluous, especially as we shall have further on to re
tum to the subject. (See note 77.) The Chazars had 
their seat at the mouth of the Wolga, and further south 
seven days' journey. The capital was called Amil, and 
was situate above the city of Semender, ,._hlcb, according 
to Sheriff Edrisi, belonged to the Chazars. The re
markable wall near Derbend, which extends from the 
Caspian sea towards the cast, was their southern frontier. 
Tho wall, we are informed, was erected by the Pe1~ians 
in order to check the inroads of their warlike neighbours. 
(Cyclopredia of Ertch and Gruber, Chazar and Derbend. 
Karamsin History of the Russian empire, vol. i. pp. 34, 
35.) The Cl1azars extended their rule also over the 
Crimea, for a tribe of them bad settled there, and ~ub
dued the other inhabitants. This penin..qiJn was in the 
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13th ccutul'y still caUecl Chazmin. Rabbi Pctachin called 
the kings of Chazaria, " kings of i\Ieshech" (p. 47). The 
Crimeans, liowcver, were 11ot subject to the b.ws of the 
Chaznrs, but had only to pay a. tribute, for in ro:llity they 
were subjects of tl10 Greek emperors, and the tribute wus 
in o.11 probability only a ransom, paid iu order to be pro
tected from the incursions of tlwse hordes, and imleell tho 
more southern pnrt of tho peninsula paid no t1·ibute what
ever. The kingdom of the Chazars was destl'oye(l by 
Genghis Khan. (Rapaport in Kerem Chemed, vol: v. letter 
17). Chazarin has, according to Zurin (Di i\'larco Polo c 
degli nltri Vi:tggiatori Venezinni piu illnstri Disscrtazioni 
dcl p. ab. D. Placido Zurin, vol. i. cap. ii, J>. <16), the 
following derivation: the Crimea. was ancicnlly called 
Cbm':lOnesus Taurica, which was abridged into Cassaria or 
Cessaria, ns it was called in the time of Rub1ibrius. On 
the conversion of the Chazars, see i\fassoudi, as t ran slitted 
by De Sacy, and D'Ohsson, Des Peuples du Caucase, pp. 
35, 179, 187, 205; see also note 77. 

(4) This desc1iption is applicable to the Dnieper, which, 
together with its t1·ibutaries and the numerous branches into 
which it is dhrided and subdivided before it is clischnrgcu 
into Dnieper or Che1-son Bay, may, in Rabbi Petachin's 
time, have consisted of seventeen channels, See also 
note l. 

(5) The ease with which the Dnieper, together with its 
branches and tributaries, give access to the Black Sea 
accounts for the opinion of Rabbi Petachia,, expressed in 
th~ passage to which this note refers. ' 

(6) This is evidently the Putrid Sea. See end of the 
first note. 

(7) '£he insalubrity of the regions adjacent to the 
Putrid Sea, as well ns of the isthmus of Perekop, is well 
known, and has been painfully illustrated by the sickness 
which prevailed among the Russian troops, who, in the 
late war, were stationed there. 
. t 8) Toga.rm.a and the counti-y of Ararat correspond 
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with Al'lnenia. There is a great deal wanting in this part 
of the Rabbi's narrative. He coui<I not have travelle,1 
from the frontiers of Anueuia to Nisibis in eight days. 
•rhere is a site called Nisib in North Syria, renowned for 
the battle fought there between the 'f1u·ks and E~'J'.P!ia~ 
in 1839 ; !mt the Rabbi evidently means here Nmbis m 
Mesopotamia.-A. 

It may be observed that the Georgians and the Ar
menians consider themselves clesceud:1nts of Togarma. 
(Gen. x. 3.) 

(9) Petachia. seems to have indiscriminately applied the 
denomination mountains of Ararat, both to the isolated 
mountain of that name (Gen. viii. 4) iu A.xmen.ia, ancl to 
the range of mountains extending from the banks of the 
Araxes opposite E1ivan, westward of tl1e Euphmtes. 
They are in Turkish, callee! Kus-Dagh. Mount Ararat, 
properly so called, is situated at the eastem e.xtrem.ity of 
this chain. (Compare the account of this mountain on p. 
48.) The land of Ararat, mentioned in Kings (2 Kings 
xb:. 37, and Is. x..xx.vii. 38), is rendered by Jonathan ,.,,p V~~. the land of the Ktu·ds. 
If (10) By heretics Petachia here means Caraites (Scrip

turalists ), a Jewish sect which rejects the Talmud, 311d 
professes to adhere to Scripture only. The Caraites have 
from time immemorial been established in the Crimea. 
Their stronghold was Dshufut Kaleb (Jewish fortress), in 
the vicinity of Bakchi Semi. Congregations of them are 
to this day established in the principal towns of the C1-imea, 
and are by the Russian govemment much more favoure<l 
than the rabbinite Jews. (See Peter Beer's Gesehichte, 
Lehren und Meinungen aller bestandenen and noch beste
henden religiosen Secten der Juden, vol. i. from p. 125 
to 197.) According to M. Munk (Jewish Chronicle, 
June, 1856), these Caraites are not of Jewish origin, but 
mostly descended from the ancient Chazars, who were con
\'erted to Judaism. (See note 77.) · 

(11) This place was the So.pile of Ptolemy, and Supba 
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of Plutarcl1, who describes Cleopatra, daughter of Mithri-
1lates, and wife of Tigranes, as erecting scpulchxal mo
numents there to the memory of Metrodorus the Stcpsian, 
:lnJ of Amph.icrates the Sophist. It is still called Hisn 
Capha, Castle of the Rock, n well known castle on the 
Tigris between Dyarbekr and Jezirah ibn Omar.-,\.. 

t!/ (12) Nisibis W,'lS at an early period one of the centres 
of Jewish learning out of Palestine. Here Rabbi Yehoodnh 
B. Ilethyr.:i. (most prob:lbly n descendant of the family 
Bene Bntl1y1:a, which directed the Sanhedrin under king 
Hcrodes) taught. According to Grretz (History of the Jews, 
vol. ii, chap, iii. p.75), Rabbi Yehoodah flow·ished dtu'ing 
the reigns of tJ1e emperors Trajan and Hadiian. Benjamin 
describes Nisibis as a very large city, the sent of one 
thous:ind co-religiollists. Several other congi·cgntions, be
sides that of Nisibis, ascribed the origin of their syn:i
gogues to Ezm, who, tradition says, founded them on his 
1·eturn from Babylon to Jerusalem. (See Benjamin, p. 90.) 
At present Ollly a few nuns attest the former existence of 
the celebrated Nisibis. This at least is the account of 
Rousseau, who visited it in 1812. (See also note 38.) 

(18) By the King of Greece is meant the Emperor of 
Constantinople. The Hebrew having no term for emperor, 
Petachi:i. used the word generally rendered king. 

(14) The rabbi here describes Mosul under the name 
of New Nineveh. That the whole land of Nineveh is 
black like pitch, is o.n exaggeration, no1· are there any 
traces of a forest having existed in the same neighbour
hood.-A. 

Benjamin calls Mosul Ashur. 
(15) Although in general opposed to conjectural emen

<lation yet we cannot resist the temptation of suggesting a 
slight alteration in the reading of the te."Ct, which would 
at once obviate the difficulty stated in the preceding note, 
viz., that there exist no traces of a forest in the neigl1-
bourhoo(l of Nineveh. If we read instead of 'oip?.:l:ii 
1 c,'10:::, itim ,,~ii ii.,iiW ii,J.,J ~u, ,p.,,;i 



. 7-1 

The site of Nineveh proper, where a forest was, is over• 
tumed like Sodom), i";i;n j1'1jjU), transposing the 'I, 
and ::, the meaning, would then be : " 'I'he site of Nineveh 
proper, where the city was, is overtlu·ned like Sodom." It 
will be perceived at once how easily a copyist may h:wc, 
by mistake, transposccl these letters. It is true that i\i' 
is feminine, and properly so tJ1e verb should be iin'I:,, not 
i1'i1- But Petncbia hns throughout but rarely pnid uue~
tion to the biblic.'11 genders of the nouns. I n fact, tlus 
disregard of biblic11l genders is one of the chnracteristics of 
the rabbinical clialect. 

(10) King of Babel. By this name Petachia under• 
stands the Khalipb of Bagdacl. Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
Babylon, haying destroyed the fu-st temple, and carried 
into exile the royal family, together with the principal 
men of t.he nation, and settled them in the provinces 
between and along the Euphrates and Tigris, the rabbis 
designated these disbicts Babylon, irrespective of t.he mce 
and dynasty which bore the sway over them, and the rnler 
was called IG_ng of Babel, although tl1e Chnlcleans had 
long ago disappeared from the stage of history, and al
though Babylon had been destroyed long prc\"iously. The 
term Babel, however, as used by the robbis, was takeu 
in three different senses. In the widest sense it com
prised the whole large oases between the mountains of 
Zagra end the Euphrates, from the origin of tlie twin rivers 
Euphrates and Tigris till near the Persian gulf. In t,his 
wide sense it comprehended o. portion of South Armenia, 
the whole of Mesopotamia, Clialclca, Mcscne (o. large is
land) formed by the Tigris, and ago.in at the east of the 
Tigris, as far as the Median mountains, the <listricts of 
Cereduene ; Assyria, together with Adiabene ; Susinna, 
together with Elymnis, and lastly Chusistan(Be-Cbu..c:ai). 

· In a narrower sense it only comp1ised the district between 
the two rivers where they begin to approach each otllcr, 
as far their junction. This district was anciently i.ntc1·• 
sected by numerous canals uniting the two rivers. This 
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fo11us tl1e southern pai·t of 1\Iesapotamia, the site of ancient 
Bnhel and Chaldea. This Babylonia was mostly inha
bited by Jews, for which reason it was also called the 
land of Is111el. Its. boundary may be considered to the 
north Isi-Dakira (formerly Ayopolis, now Hit). Io the 
south, J ewish Babylonia extended ns far ns the city of 
Apamia, on the island of l\'Iesene. In the east the 
boundary was formed by the river \Vnin (Nahar Wain, 
Naharowan) beyond the Tigris. On the west the 
Euphrates formed the natural boundary. In the nar
rowest sense of the term it ,.ns npJ>lied to the small 
district on the eastern side of the Euphrates, the cent.re 
of which was fonued by Pumbaditba. Nahnrdea is some- • 
times comprised in, and at other times excluded from this 
di.strict (Grrotz History, &c., vol. ii. chap. iii). We have 
deemed it desirnble thus to lay before the rcaclers the clis
quisitiou of the learned doctor in a condensetl form, in 
order to save us the trouble of repeated notes expl(l.llatory 
of the various allusions made by Petachia to Babel and its 
clistlicts, which be takes in the rabbinical senses. 

(17) Petachla appears to indicate by the terms Paras and 
l\Iada.i, the countries of Media or northern ·Persia, ancl of 
Persia i,roper.-A. 

(18) The Jews at that time enjoyed in the East to 
some extent the 1ight of self-goYermnent. To this clay the 
Chacham Basbaws ( chief rabbis) in the Turkish do
minions enjoy an authority in the internal affairs of their 
communities, nowhere else conceclccl to the beads of the 
congregations. On the nature ancl origin of this authority 
see note 24. 

(19) Ishmaelito is the rabbinical term for Mahomctan, 
in allusion to Ishmael, the supposed founder of the tribe 
from which 1\fahomet sprang. 

(20) Floss is an old German word meaning raft. 
Petachia, being a nntiYe of Ge11nany, borrowed the ex
planatory word from his mother tongue. 

(21) The term, rendered here city, is in the original 
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j'I;) which we translated litel'ally. It is, however, clear, 
from the frequent npplication n1adc by Petachia of thls 
wo1·d iu reference to a vatiety of stmctures which had uo 
pretence whatever to this designation, that he used it in a 
very vague and loose manner, expressive of any kiud of 
edilice, although not destined for the lmbitatioa of any iu
dividual. 

( 22) P1·cdictions or computations ns to the probable period 
of the advent of Messiah were discountenanced by the 
rabbis ; and although astrologers and interpreters of pro
phecy not rarely aunouuced the period when this cveut in 
their opinion would take place, yet Ol'thodox Judaism con
sidered it sinful to lend au ear to these staterneuts. Hence 
the refusal of Rabbi Yeboodah tho Pious to record the 
assertion of Rabbi Shelomoh. 'l'hus Rabbi Abraham, son of 
Chiya the prince, who lived in the 11th century, stated iu 
his work, Megiloth Hamagleh (Scroll of the Re,•ealer), 
that Messiah would come at the time of the grea.t junction 
of Jupiter and Saturn in Pisces, which was the case at the 
exodus from Egypt, and which, according to his calculation, 
wo.s to take place in the year 5118, A.M., i. e., 498 years 
ago. See also the protest of Rabbi A..~l"ia, as recorded in 
his i\ieor Enayim (Light of the Eyes), chnp. xliii. 
✓ (23) It is difficult to form ao idea as to where the 

garden of tho hoa.d of the academy was situatod, as no 
namo is attached to the place ; there are several sites on 
the Tigris with.in one day's journey of Bagdnd of remark
able fertility, and others that were once so, but are so no 
longer, from changes that have taken place in the direc
tion of the canals of irrigation.-A. 

(24) As Petachia makes ft•equent mention of the head 
of the academy and of the head of the capth'ity, and al
ludes to tl1eir functions, dignity, and colleges, we shall 
collect here, in one body, all the infonnation which we 
have to offer on these interesting subjects, instead of dis• 
tributing it into several unconnected notes. 

It is known that but a comparatively small number of 
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Jews availed themselves of the permission of Cyrus and 
some of his successors to return to the land of their fore
fathers. During the Second Temple, and after its de
struction, the Jewish Babylonian settlers hnd received nu
merous accessions from the land of Isro.el, as many co-re• 
ligionists either emigrated voluuto.rily, being attracted by 
the prosperity of their brethxen on the Euphrates, or fled 
hither to escape the persecutions which the parent stem in 
Palestine had not rarely to endure. Although the study 
of the lnw must have been cultivated nt nn early period in 
these colonies, as we may infer from the elevation of 
Hillel (a. contemporary of the J ewish king, Herodes) to 
the dignity of c.hief of the Sanhedrin (prince), and the 
honourable mention of Nahum, the Median, o.1nongst the 
teachers of the Mishnah, yet do their scholo.rs not appear 
in the foreground as long as the Holy Land had its San
hedrin. After the extinction of this supreme cow·t tho 
Bnbyloninn schools gradually emerge from their obscurity ; 
anJ although, no doubt, these J ews hnd an organisation 
ever since they were carried into exile, and probably had 
an heredit:lry chief, descended from the house of David, 
of its own, whose dignity and office were acknowledged 
by the successive kings into whoso po.wer the fortune of 
mu had delivered those regions, yet did it probably only 
receive its full development in the time of the chief of the 
captivity (this is the title under which this functionary is 
lmown in rabbinical writings), called Rabbi Huna, who was 
born about the y041' 212, and died in about 297, c.E. The 
institution, which we shall presently describe, mo.intained 
itself, under all changes of dynasties, for nearly 800 years, 
and, although on the brink of extinction under the last 
Persian kings, revived under the khaliphnt.e, with which it 
also wandered to Bngdad, the new capita.I of the Islam, 
Altboogh shorn of much of its former splendour, yet it 
continued to exist in the time of Petnchia, was recognised 
by the khaliphs, nnd respected in all neighbouring countries 
(B. pp. 100 to 105). This organisation of the eastern 
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safety in general. They appointed officers for the pur
pose. Their revenue is uowhe1-e intimated. It is only in 
Inter times that we hear of the income which they de
rived from certain cities and districts. In public they 
enjoyeJ 11. distinction only shown to priuoos of the house 
of David. They enjoyed the privilege of having carried 
the scroll of the law to their seats in the synagogues when 
called upon to read a portion, whilst every other had to go 
to the place where it lay. They not only possessed ex
tensive lands, had many slaves and att.endants, but many 
freemen of their own accord placed themselves under 
their patronage, who wore the badges of their lord on 
their garments. 

According to the testimony of Abeu Ezra., Benjamin and 
R.'\bbi Isa..'\c Arama, the chiefs of the captivity of the 
twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries were in pos
~ sion of genealogical tables, which traced buck their 
pedigrees to Kiug D;i.vid. ( Aben Ezra, Com. on Zecharia 
xii. Arama in Akedath Isaak, chap. xx:x:iii. p. 88, col. 4). 

The head of the captivity, however, did not exercise 
his authority direct. There were several other fuoction
mies through whom he governed the people, and who, 
according to their ranks, may be thus classified. They 
took their titles from one of the princii;al offices which 
they had to discharge, and which consisted in the su• 
perintendence of the colleges, which fanned the mainstay 
and life-blood of the authority of the head of the captivity. 
The highest functionary, next to the head of captivity, 
was called Resh Methibta (head of the session), he being 
charged with making the u.rrangements, carrying them out, 
and superintending them for the meeting of the disciples 
in session, which t.ook place twice a. year in the months 
of Adar (February and April), and Elul ( August and 
Sept.ember), for the recapitula.tion of the studies prescribed, 
,md the exnmination of the students. Subordinate to him 
were the Reshe Knllah (heads of the totality), whose 
number at a Inter period amounted to seven, and whose 
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duty it was during the first tlu·cc weeks of the ICaUah 
mouths (Adnr nncl Elul) to expom1CI to t.he disciples the 
U1eme on which the Resh l\fo!ltlbta ,ms to deli,,e1· dis
coimies. Subordinate to these were the Chaberim (fellows) 
and Synhcdrists. Distinct from tJ1e office of a Resh 
Jllethibta was t.hat of tl1c judges, who, ns anciently in 
the Holy Land, sat at the gates in order to dispense 
justice, and were therefore C,'lllecl Dayani Debaba (gate 
judges). They were appointed jointly by the Hcsh 
Ga.lutha and the Resh l\'Ietbibta. The subordination of 
offices seems to ha,·e been canied still farther, as we 
.find mentioned a Resh Sidra (head of the order), 
Resh Perka (bead of the chapter), and Resh Kerustha 
(head of the meeting or syuagogue). Interesting allusion 
to these offices will be found in the pmyer iu.se.rtcd in 
the Sabbath ritual, beginning " Yekmn Pw·k(U1." Sec 
also Grretz, vol. h·. cl1ap. vi., and Benjamin, pp. 100 w 
105. 

(25) :Mandrake (i\'fandrngora Officinalis). This plant 
has acquired great notoriety from the resemblance the 
1·oots bear to the humnu form. In old herbals the figures 
display the male mandrake with a long benl'd, nnd the 
female 1dth a prolix head of bail-. i\fodical charlatans 
and mowitcbanks used to sell them t.o produce happy 
births, &c. They were also among tl1e imaginary in
gredients of the witch's caulclron.-A. 

The Biblical student will recollect that it was man
drakes which Ruben brought from the field. (Gen. 
xx.x. 14.) 

(26) The use made by Orientals of inflated shins for 
the purpose of crossing 1ivers and transporting burthens 
aJong them, has been rendered familiar to the Occidentals 
by sculptures on Nineveh marbles and by accounts giYen 
b,v re~nt travellers. The ancient mode of navigntini the 
nvers is also described by Herodotus (book ii. c. xciv J, 
✓ (27) Petachia visited Ba«dad after Benjamin. It is pro• 

bable that the khaliph here :illuded to was 1\'lostadhi, Beem-
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rillnh, Ben Mouslllnshed Billah, the 33nl of tho Abassidos, 
who reigned from 1170 to 1170. Ho was just nm\ 
libeml, nud the kbo.lipho.te in his timo still retained the 
splendour and dignity which had been so successfully 1·c
asserted by ltls immccliatc predecessors ( sec Lebrecht's 
Essny on the State of the Khnliphnte of Bagdnd, inserted 
in vol. ii. of Ashees edition of Bcujautln of Tudela). 
D'Herbelot (i\fostaclhi) has given au account of the lifo 
of this khnliph. i\'l. Oarmoly, however, thinks that the 
khaliph alluded to was Abonel-Abbns Ahmed, sW1U1med 
Nasir-Lidin-Allah, who succccdecl to the khaliphate in 1190 
c. £ . 

(28) D'Hcrbclot (under Babel) observes that Bagcla<l 
and ancient Babel arc often confounded by enstem writers, 
although they arc two clays' journey llistant from each 
other. In describing Bagdad as a city of extraordinary 
dimensions, it must be borue in miutl thnt Petachin snw it 
in its splendour before its destruction, wltlch took place by 
Holngu, t.l1e Mongol, in 1258. It was then quite round, 
and modern researches, as recorded by the explorer him
self in the Penny Cyclopredia, unde1· the article Bagdad, 
yield the following 1·esult :-" The ruins and foundations 
of old buildings, nud even the lines of streets, may be 
tl'llced a great distance bcyoncl the i;resent walls of the 
town. On the western side these remains extend nearly 
t-0 Azerkuf, or the mound of Niml'Od, ns it is called by 
the natives. This structure must originally have stood 
at no great distance beyond the present walls of tl1e 
town." 

The inundation nnd plague of 1831 reduced the popu• 
latiou from 75,000 to 25,000. At the zenith of its power 
800,000 men of Bagdad, according t-0 D'Herbelot, nccom
pnn.ied the corpse of a distinguished wnrrior to his grnve. 
We take this opportunity of chronicling here the present 
state of the Jews of Bngdad, and the fate of the prince 
of the captivity, communicated to us by a recent immi
grant from Ba.gdad, who had held the office of chief rabbi 
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in the conunuuity there, and who is now staying in 
London. His name is Rabbi Moses Katzin. 

In D:igdacl there are about 15,000 Jewish souls; they 
have seven synagogues, four of which arc lnrge, each 
boing capable of nccommoclating 500 persons; in addition 
to these there are places of study, in which prayers arc 
read. Each of the synagogues ht1s a sepnrntc name ; one 
of them is calted the synagogue of the Shach Isaac, 
because in its immediate vicinity lies buried Rabbi 1 $..UC 
Gaon (the Eminent), of blessecl memory, who lived in the 
time of the Khaliph Ali Abu Taleb. That khaliph highly 
esteemed the above-mentioned Rabbi Isuac, and conferre,l 
011 him the highest honours ; he likewise bestowed many 
favours on the J ewish commm1ity. F rom time immc
moiial tl1ere have been in Dagdad Nassiim (princes), 
who were empowc1·ed by the government to enforce 
obedience to the law, which power they exercised in 
accordance with the instructions of the Beth Din (Jewish 
court of judges). This state of affairs coutinued till the 
year 5605 A.ir., in which year the office of Nassi was 
discontinued. This cl1ange was brought about by the 
following circumstances. The Nassi bad always been a 
very wealthy man, and superintendent of the royal trea
sury. H e wa.s styled Zara.ph-BMbi, which means the 
chief banker; all the iteu1s of governmental income and 
expenditure were subject to l1is revision. In tJ1e year 
5605, the govemor of the city, who was named Weli 
Mohamed Tcib Pasha, farmed the revenues from his 
majesty the sultan, by undertaking to pay to his majesty a 
fixed sum annually, and to meet all necessary expenses, 
on condition of being allowed to retain tJ1e produce of the 
various taxes. Under these circumstances the governor 
considered that he alone was entitled to control the in
come and expenditure, and that he could therefore appoint 
whomever he pleased to fill the office of Zaraph-Bashi ( chief 
banker); the Nassi being thus dep1ived of his most im
portant privilege, the office entirely ceased since that period. 
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The community was then governed by the warde.ns 
until the year 5608, when, at a general meeting, they 
resolved to appoint a Chachnm-~ashaw, and their choice fell 
ou Rabbi Raphael Katzin, whose appointruent w,as con
fu·med by a fu·man from the sultan, whereby ''he was 
invested with the same degree of authol'ity as is enjoyed 
by the Haham-Bashi of Constantinople; he enjoyed his 
dignity till the year 5612, in which year a. new pasha 
having been appointed, oue of his enemies, whose hostility 
he had unavoidably inc111Ted in the discharge of his 
duty, bribed the newly anived 1>nsha, who wrote c.-ilum
nies against him to the divan, by whom he was in conse
quence removed from his office. 

( 29) The praying scarf to which Petachia alludes, are 
the shawls with fri.ugcs (Numbers xv. 38) used to this day 
by the Jews whilst reciting their morning pmyers. In 
ancient times these, as weJ,l as the phylacteries, consti
tuted portions of the µsual_ wearing n11parel of the male 
Jews. • 

(30) This Rabbi Samuel; head Qf the academy, must not 
be confouncled with Rabbi Samuel mentioned later as a com
petitor of the office of the head of the captivity, for which 
lte contended with his cousin, R. Davie\, These cousins 
clain1ed to be descendants of King David, whilst R. 
Samuel, the head of the academy, was a Levite, and 
traced Iris pediffl'ee back to the prophet Samuel, a Levite. 
This R. Samuel is mentioned by his· contemporary, Mai
monides, in the treatise on the Res1irrection of the Dead. 
There is also an epistle extant from him, inserted in 
Egereth Rambam (pp. 52, 53). 
/ (31) He knows the names. Already tl1e Esseans pre
tended to be acquainted with certain myste1ious names 
both of the Deity and angels, through the combination of 
which with their t111e meanings supernatural effects could 
be produced in the order of natlu·e. (Grretz's History of 
the Jews, vol. iii. p. 100.) This pretended secret and 
sacred doctrine was subsequently developed in the system 
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of the Kabbnlah, and in subsequent ngcs found nclherents 
both among the l\iahomctans a11d Cluistians. Among the 
Jews this system has in modern times given rise to the 
formation of several sects ( the followers of Sabntya Zehe, 
the Sohariles, and Chassidim ), and given bir th to a 
number of religious ceremonie:s, and some superstitious 
customs. Lane, in his Modern Egyptians (vol. i. c. xii. 
p. 361 ), sn.ys, " 'fhe liighest attainment in divine magic 
consists in the knowledge of the Ism-el-Azrun. This is 
the most great name of God, which is generally believed 
by the lcamed to be known to none but prophets n11d 
apostles of God. A person acquninted with it can, it is 
said, by merely uttering it, mise the deacl to life, kill the 
living, transport himself instantly wl1erever he ple.1ses, 
and perform any other miracle." It is known that to this 
day the tetragrammat.on is not pronom1cccl by the Jews ; that 
the high priest only once a year, on the day of atonement, 
when entering the holy of holies, was pern1itted to give it 
utterance ; and that its true pronunciation is supposed to 

)
e lost. 

(32) Every Eabbath, and also on other occasions, por• 
tious of the law are 1·cad publicly in the synagogue dming 
i;ervice. At present it is customary for the precentor to 
call by name the iudividua:s selected for the purpo~e, one 
after the other, to each of whom he reads a number of 
verses, until the whole JJOrtion prescribed is read. For
merly, however, the individuals thus called ( or called np, 
as the phrase is) read themselves the verses ap1iortioned 
to them, and it is this custom to which Petachia alludes. 
k. the scrolls of the law used in the synagogues have no 
vowel points, and as, moreover, the portion is re.'lcl with a 
certain intonation, the knowledge of which presupposes 
long practice, and intimate acquaintance with some most 
complicated grammatical rules, tho corroct public reading 
of the law is no cnsy performance ; hence the eulo~ristic 
tenn.s in which Petaclrin speaks of the scholarship of 
these Jews. 
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✓ (33) The term interpreter, although the faithful render
ing of the rabbinical metm·gem:m, must not be lle1·e taken 
in its common sense, since teachers and disciples spoke the 
same language ; it rather means here expounder, as this 
oilicer had been chargell with the duty of expounding to 
the disciples the theses proposed by the head of the 
academy. 

(34) I t is well known that the Talmud tnmts of a 
variety of matters, and is accordingly divided into sections 
called treatises, each of which has a distinct name, as, for 
instance, the treatise of Bemchoth (Blessings), treating of 
the various benedictions or thanksgivings to God; Succoth 
(Tabernacles), treating of the festival of Tnbcrnnc!es, ,lll<I 
all the ceremonies connected with it. 

(35) The Talmud is to this clay studied with a certain 
fixed intonation, so that one who should not be acquainted 
with the <!ontents of a portion studied by a Talmudist, 
would, on hearing h.inl re:ul, know at once whether it be 
a question, a reply, a syllogism, &c., provided the auditor 
be acquainted with the intonation. 

(36) We have in note 30 cautioned the reader against 
confounding this R. Samuel with R. Samuel the hen<! of 
the acaclemy. 

( 37) Laud of Israel. It is thus that the rabbis in
Yatiably call the Holy Laml. It must be borne in mind 
that Palestine, in our authoes time, was in possession of 
the Christians, and that, therefore, the political connexion 
between it and Babylon was severed. It is for tlris reason 
that it is mentioned that, despite the political severance, 
yet the religious union of the Jewish inhabitants with 
their Babylonian brethren continued. 

(38) We have already explained that by the land of 
Ararat, Petachia weans Armenia. In note 9 we have 
shown that large numbers of Jews were anciently settled 
at Nisibis. We now abridge from Dr. M. Raphall's Post
Biblical History of the Jews (vol. i. c. x. pp. 66, 67) a few 
1>a1ticulars concerning those Jews alluded to by Petachia. 

,t 
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" The J e"ish colonies in Armenia, the origin of which may 
be tracecl to the last clays of A.ntioclms Epiphancs, gradu
ally extended into the mountain l'ic\ge of the Caucasus. 
Tigranes, IGng of Armenia, sb,ty years Inter, greatly in
creased their numbers by bringing many J ewish capti,·es 
from P alestine. Their chief scat was Nisibis. Dul'ing 
the persecutions of Trajan, nmnerous fugitives swelled 
theil" 11mks. By these means the J ews in that cow1try 
augmented to such a degree, th:it Ritter, in his ErdJ..·unde 
(Geography) (vol. xi. p. 558), quotes n notice of the four th 
century, in which several cities arc named where 8000, 
10,000, and even 30,000 J ewish families resided." We 
have, however, not been able to meet with any notice of 
the internal feuds between those settlements to which 
Petachia alludes, and which led to their destruction. 

(39) It will scarcely be necessary to remind.the reader 
that the names of these countries can only be considered 
as general terms, and by no means defined by a fb:ity of 
boundaiies, as a modem geographer would do. All 
Petachia meant to say was, that the Jews of Armenia 
emigrated into neighboming countries. 

(40) We are doubtful whethe1· Petachia means by 
Cush, Ethiopia, or some pa1't in A1-abia. If the former is 
meant, Petachia must have alluded to tl1e Abyssinian Jews, 
a colony of whom, under the name of the Fnlnshnhs, 
exists to this day. (See Jewish Chronicle, new se1ies, 
No. 76.) If so, Petachia was tl1e first who made Em-ope 
acquainted with their existence. If Petachia alluded to 
Ai'abia, he must have been misinformed ; for although it 
is historically established tlmt a Jewish kingclom had for 
several centuries flourished nt Yemen, yet it no longer 
existed at the time of Mahomet, it having been subverted 
in the fifth century; and although down to the time of 
.Mahomet powerful and numerous Jewish tribes were to be 
met with in the Peninsula, who constituted the bitterest 
enemies of Mahomet, yet it is equally certain thnt ulti• 
mntcly he conquered them, and pe11nittecl only his own 
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l'cligion to be practised in A1.1bia, as mny be seen from 
the dissertations prefo,ed by Sale to his translation of the 
Koran. 

(41) The Bible represents Bamch, sou of Nerial1, as a 
disciple of Jeremiah, and it is not clear to us why he is 
here spoken of ns the clisciple of Ezekiel, unless the legend 
be credited which describes him to have ultimately immi
grated into Babylon, and to have closed there his days ; 
for in this case he might also have become a disciple of 
Ezekiel. 

(42) It is customary, at least among the modem Jews, 
to bury their adult males in their praying scarfs, described 
in note 29. 

( 43) This is a rabbinicn.l saying, ancl means as much 
as to say that two dignities, with like powers within the 
same jm·isdiction, cnnnot co-exist. 

( 4.4) Rabbi Saadiah was one of the most celebrated 
heads of the Babylonian schools who flourislJed in the 
year 927, c.E. Notices of the eventful life of this great 
scholar have been published by lw.ppaport, in Bil.,.·m·e 
Haittim, and by :M. l\funk, in a special publication. 

( 45) Rabbi Hai, the last of the Gaonim (Excellencies) 
(this was the title given to the later heads of the Baby
lonian academies), died in 1039. His writings, as well 
as those of Saadfah, were very extensively studied by the 
eastern Jews. (S. Wol.fil Bibliothecn Hebrnea, tom. i. p. 
343.) 

( 46) The site of the nearest Greek city to Bagdad 
would have been Seleucin ; " Ambitiosum opus Nicatorii 
Seleuci," says Ammianus . Ma.rcelllnus, and generally cle• 
signated by Polybius, Plutarch, Strabo, and others, as 
" Seleucia ad Tigrim." There a.re also tw:o other sites, 
the names of which terminated in polis, in Babylonia ; 
one wns Izannesopolim, according to Isidorus Cha1-aeenus, 
twelve scl1reni from Ala.bus and Aipolim, where were 
fountains of bitumen, sixteen sebreni from Izannesopolim. 
Is, .lzannesopolim, and Aipolim, refer evidently to the 
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~ame or contiguous places, nnd nre 1·eprescn_tcd in _tho 
present day by Hit and its neighbouring fountams of b1tu
men.-A. 

(47) This was n common practice during the middle 
arres. M. Carmoly states Umt a whole book, composed 
by a rabbi named Jacob Le,;, aml containing questions 
nod answers propoundecl in dreams, is still in existence. 
It is well known that mathemnticnl problems, and other 
difficult theorems, have been solved in dreams, which were 
nfterwards recorded. 

( 48) Chtimmim is probably derh·ed from the Arnbi~ 
chnram, meaning a thief. We do not know whnt parll· 
culnr tribe is here nlluded to. 

( 49) We were not able to _ascertain what herb Petachi:l 
designates gl'Ona {i1)~7)). M. Cnrmoly giyes the fo). 
lowiDg nccount: - " ii)17l (grona). Sous-arbrissenu 
rampant de la CocbiDcbine ~ feuilles altemes, petiolees 
ovales, enti~res nccompagn~es de deu.x stipules subulees 1\ 
f!eurs pourpres port<!es, aigiies, bcflores, lequel forme uu 
genre dans la diadclphlc decandric." (Voy. Nouv. Diet. 
d'Histoirc Naturelle, Art. Grone.) We must, however, con
fess that this explanation does not satisfy us, for how 
should Petachfo. have been ncquaiDted with o. plant grow• 
ing at Ceylon, and speak of it as one the cololll' of which 
was well l"'Oown to those to whom he gave account of the 
Charamim. We are much more disposed to believe tlmt 
Petacbia represented by the letters ~n,.:i, the German 
word griin (green), even as elsewhere he expressed the 
German floss (raft) by equivulent Hebrew characters 
(s~c note 2~); and the proper rendering of the passage is 
thu;--« therr faces ore green like grass." As we are, how
ever,. opposed to all conjectural emendations, we have 
abstained from altering the text accordingly. 

(50) The estimation in which mares nre bold by the 
~bs, and the care with which the pedigree of the horses 
15 preserved by the sheiks, has been recorded by several 
travellera. Considering, therefore, the value set upon 

,-
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the horses, it can be nccouuted for why the absurd legenJ 
hl)re related should have atto.cheJ itself to animals so 
highly prized in those regions. 

(51) This riverncts u. conspicuous pnrt in the legcndnry 
geography of the rabbis, beyond which and the mountains 
of darkness ( note 78) the ten tribes, or some other 
J ewish descendants, were supposed to reside in inde
pendence, and to await the time of the advent of Messiah. 
Marvellous were the powers of tltis deep, brond, and 
impetuous river, which only rested on the seventh ch\y 
(hence its name), nncl did not permit any intruders to 
penetrate into their happy nbodes. As geographical know
ledge enlarged its field, this imaginary river hnd to recede 
farther and farther into the most d.istnnt regions, until it 
was fairly thrust beyond the boundaries of our globe. 
For the origin of this legend, nuJ its gradual distortion ns 
it floated dowu the tide of time, see the article Snm
butiau, in Bekkure Hnittim, for the year 55S8, A.M., 

p. 49, written by the late Reggio. 
( 52) 'l'rnJitiou relates that Eiekiel was killed at 

Babylon, and ti.int he was bm-ied in the field of Mam, in 
the tomb of Shem nud Arphaxad. Carpzov (Introd. pp. 
203, 204) rel:i.tes several traditions respecting the gre:1t 
prophet's death nnd sepulclu·e, priueipnlly from the treatise 
De Vitis Prophet. erroneously attributed to Epiplmuius. 
It is eYideut from reference to page 58, that Petachin 
associates the grave of the prophet with the river Chebnr 
or Chabar, where he dwelt with the captive Jews the 
greater part of his life.-A. 

A similar account of the grave is given by Benjamin 
in pp, 108-110; Aleharisi has likewise tlescribed it. 
The custom of depositing treasures in sacred places 
for safety's sake, and thus making use of them as 
banks, is very ancient. The history of the Seeoud 
Temple, and the sacrileges of the Seleucidae practised 
on several temples, curiously illustrate this institution of 
antiquity. 
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The grave and synagogue, according to the account of 
modem travellers (Niebuhr, Rousseau, Kinueir, &c.), are 
still in existence, but sadly shorn of their former splendour 
and opulence; and are now, according to Niebuhr, under 
the custody of an Arab family, although Jews still by 
thousands 1·esort to them in pilgrim:ige, by whose voluntary 
contributions they are kept in repair. They nre pointe~ 
out between Imam-Hosseini and Imam-Ali, to the south• 
west of Hillah, twelve miles in the desert. 

(53) Petachia seems to speak here of a bird of tl1e 
owl species. The superstition here alluded to is neither 
strange to Europe nor to modern time, and may perhaps 
have been imported from the east~ 

(54) These columns of fire are on several occasions 
alluded to by Petachia.. We will not enlarge here on a 
phenomenon on which we expatiated in another note 
(56) ; we will here only make a quotation which will 
show that an analogous belief also p1·evails among the 
Mahometans even in our own age, leaving the solution of 
the pl'Oblcm to natural philosophe1-s and 1ihysiologists :-
" The pilgrims who leave El-Medeeneb, relate that there 
is seen every nigl1t a ray or column of faint light rising 
from over the grave of the prophet to o. considerable 
height, appo.rently to the clouds, or as some say, to the 
Paradise; but that the observer loses sight of it when he 
approaches very near the tomb. It is also saicl that similar 
phenomena, although not so brilliant, distinguish some 
other tombs of El-Medeeneh lllld elsewhere. This is one 
of tl1e most remarkable of the miracles which are related 
as being still witnessed. On my asking one of the most 
grave and sensible of all my Moslem friends here-who 
had been on a pilgrimage and visited El-Medeeneh
whether tlus assertion were true, he averred tbo.t it was ; . 
that he had seen it every night of bis sw.y in that city, 
and he remarked that it was a most striking n.nd im
pressive proof of God's favour and honour for our Lord 
Mohammed." (Lane's Modem Egyptians, vol. i. c. x. p. 
323.) 
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(55) The river Chebar or Chabar, Chaboras and 
Aborns of the Greeks and Romans, and Al Klrnbur of the 
Arab, uuites with the Euplu·ates at the site of Carchemish 
of Scripture, and is Cu·cesium of the Romans and Karki
sigah of the Arabs. 

(56) The Tuhnudic statement is, that Ezm died at 
Zam Zumu, a. town on the Tigris, while on his road 
from Jel'Usa!em to Suoa, whither he was going to converse 
with Artaxerxes about the affairs of the Jews. Tradi
tion points in the present day to a mausoleum on the 
Tigii s, about twenty miles above its junction with the 
Euphrates, as that of the great Jewish sc1ibe. This tomb 
is figured fi·om l\iignan in the Pictorial Bible, &c.-A. 

Both Benjamin and Charisi mention the tomb. Modem 
trnvellers have done so likewise, and describe it as being 
held in great veneration by both Jews and Mahometans. 
The fo11ner, especially those of Bassornh, pcrfonn annually 
a pilgrimage to it. Mignan (p. 8) states that there arc 
over the doorway two _tablets of black marble full of 
Hebrew inscriptious. As, however, fwthe1· on (p. 37), 
au account of t11e tomb quite in a different situation is given, 
agreeing with that assigned to it by the afore-named 
travellers, we believe that the abbreviator of the work 
has introduced here the tomb by mistake. Benjamin and 
Charisi ( chap. xxx. p. 53) call the locality of the tomb 
Ni!lO jMj (river Samara) in Hebrew Ni ii~- It may 
not be uninteresting to translate the rema.rks of Charisi 
in full:-" A report was current that between the land of 
the Cbaldeans and that of Shushan, there was a place 
called the river Samara, in Hebrew Ahava, at the distance 
of three pru:asangs from which there was, ever since the 
establishment of the Second Temple until the end of the 
thirteen hundred yea.rs of our captivity, the grave of Ezra 
the scribe. In process of time, however, the place became 
desolate, the country became a desert, the abode of 
osniches, whilst he was hidden there in the ground like a 
peal'l in the dark depth. We further heard that, about 
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160 years bnck, it was disclosed to a shepherd iu a clream, 
that a messenger of the Most High was encamped there. 
The dream was repeated twice and thrice, and a sign was 
given to him, that whereas he w,is blind of one eye, his 
eyes would be opened. U11ou which the shepherd as
sembled all the inhabitants of the place, told them his 
dream, and the sign given to him, saying, Behold, my eyes 
are opened. The people at Inst believed, dug in the 
grouud pointed :out to them, nucl fouucl an iron coffin shut 
containing an inscription, which their sages declared to be 
Heb1·ew. A J ew was then called to reMl it. It was 
then fouud written on it that it was tho grave of Ezra the 
priest. There was further recorded bis pedigree up to 
Aaron the priest. The people who feared Goel took it 
(the coffin) and can-iecl it the way of its bounclnry, to the 
place prepared for it. Ever since that time there nppem-s 
o,•er his grave in some nights a light cleaving tl10 dark
ness, and people believe that the glory of the Eternal 
shines upon it, and aU the nations crowd hither. Round 
about are the gt-aves of seven other righteous men. In 
some nights dazzling lights appca1· upon them, so that the 
fame thereof is spread far. The na1Tator says, When I 
heard these account~ I considered them as fictitious, and I 
did not believe tl1em until I came, nncl my eyes themselves 
saw them, my mind believed, and I knew that the Etemnl 
is amongst us. In former times I used to say in my heart, 
how should there have remained to the Jews a name and 
a remnant ; has not the glory of Israel fallen from the 
day that the temple of the Eternal was laid waste ? 
Therefore I said, if there be any tmtl1 in this_ 1·espect, I 
will go and see it before I die. I girded my loins and 
wandered from land to land, until I cnmo to the locality 
of Ezra the saint of the Eternal, and prostrated myself 
upon his grave before the Eternal. And in some nights I 
went out with a large concourse of the people to see his 
light and to enjoy the splendour of his glory, ancl even 
when I 11aw it I would not believe it, for I said, perhaps 
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the inhabitants of the ncighbotu"ing villages wish to mock 
and deceive us, and therefore light lofLy piles. I then 
considered the matter, and I obscrvccl that tho light of fire 
is red, whilst the light of glory was clear like the sun. 
People also testified to me that a multitude bad gone 
forth iu the night to the foremost village, and there stayed 
a long while, until tl1ey saw light iu the darkness, for 
from thence it (tl1e light) m·i~es, ancl there it shines. Some 
unbelievers sa,y that God, having cut ofl' the inhabit/lots of 
that l:md, had turned its rive1-s into pitch, anti the dust 
thereof into brimstone; when the brimstone is kinclled 
a flame like o. splendid tlu·ead arises. This, however, is 
quite groundless. None but the wicked and tmnsgressors 
of tho covenant will believe it. For a flame :uisiug f1·om 
brimstone cannot conceal its <lulness, as blnck smoke Sill'· 
rounds it; its light therefore is neither bright, nor has it a 
clear splendour. But this light is clear and bdght, illu· 
mining the darkness, skipping to the right and loft, rising 
and sinking, whilst a flame from brimstone only rises with 
hea,iness, and not to any height. I saw also a fearful sign 
of truth, which no creature can deny, for I saw the light 
visibly arising, swiftly moving from the west to the east 
on the face of heaven, as far as the gmvc of Ezra, and 
this is a true sign as clear as the cleamess of the stars, 
that it is not the work of man, but the work of God. 
After I had inquired and investigated, and come to the 
truth, then I believed and I praised God." No reader of 
this chapter of Charisi will feel disposed to assert that 
he did not see what he described. For the explanation 
of the phenomenon we must look to natural philosophers. 

(57) Petachia agrees here with Benjamin of Tudela, by 
making Nebardea two days' journey from Circesiuru. It pro• 
bably, therefore, corresponds with the ruins at the model'Il 
W erdi or Irzah-the name of which has been associated 
with that of the prophet Ezra. Josephus (Ant. Jud. Lwiii. 
chap. xii.) describes Nearda as a populous city in Baby
lonia, in a fertile, cultivated region, which would cone• 
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city of the Jews in olden time, and in the middle ages.-A. 

Nehnr Deah, mentioned by Josephus, and so frequently 
alluded to in the Talmud, was one of the principal strong
bolds of the Babylonian Jews, in whose histo1·y it nets n 
prominent part. It was destroyed in 289, c.E., by the 
o,dventurer, Emperor Papa, ben Nnzo.r. (Gnctz, c. iv.) 
J (5S) The ruins of this ancient synagogue nre also 
mentioned by Benjamin. This synngor,•ue is also men• 
tioned in the Talmud (Rosh Hnshnnall 24, b; MeghilJnh 
29, g). Its named is explained to u1cnu " demoHshed and 
rebuilt," in allusion to its supposed origin, its materials 
having, as stated, been derived from n sacred buihtiug in 
Palestine. 

(59) This nau1e, being associated witl(tl1at of tltis Rabbi 
Meir, may be represented in modern times by l\Iayerthein 
or ofoirthin, not far from Ch·cesium, but on the other 
side of tl1c Euphmtes. Rabbi Petnchia is described as 
returning from Nchnrdeah, towards the Chnb:u- to :Mella. 
Not far from Mayert.hein is n tomb designated as that of 
Shaikh Hannes. Can this have any reference to the 
grave of Hananiah, alluded to by Rabbi Fetncbin? There 
are three persons of that name mentioned in Scripture. 
Hannaniah, a false prophet of Gibeon; Hannauiah (Shad
rach) and Hannaniah, one of the keepers of the gates of 
Jerusalem.- A. 

As Benjamin, in connection with tl1e grave of Rabbi 
.Meir, mentions tbe city of Hillab, we believe that the early 
transcribers ofit by mistake substituted the reading of l\'fellah 
for Hillnh. It is also mentioned by Abulfedn. (p. 256). It 
is fut1ber identified with the Aeyanopolis of the ancients. 

(60) This Rabbi Meir, often quotecl in the Mislma, was a 
disciple of the celebra.ted Rabbi Akiba, the zealous follower 
<,f tl1e fulse M:essiul1, Bar Kockba, nn<l consequently a con• 
temporary of the Emperor Hadt·ian. 'l'he mbbi was a 
native of Asia :Minor, to which he probably retumed 
before bis death. His chief resi<lence, however, was in 
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the Holy Laud, where lie was an influential me!nber of 
the Synhcdriu (for au account of his life see the History of 
Grrotz, c. x. pp. 203 to 213). He was buried, acco1:d
ing to the J erusalem Talmud (see tl1e end of treatise 
Kilayim), on the shore of the sea, which certainly does not 
agree with the nccountofPet:1cltia, which is also confirmed by 
that of Beujamiu (p. G5), who names Hilla (the Acyauopolis 
of the ancients) as his budal place. We have no doubt tliat 
the name of ?-Iellah, in Petachia (also found in Wagenseil's 
edition), is only an error of the tmnscriliers. 'fhe feat here 
ascribed to R. Meir, together with the belief in several 
fubulous miraculous interpositions of the rabbi, which have 
procw·ed him in Poland the name of Rabbi i\Ceir Bangnl 
Hanissiru (the worker of mu·acles), originated, we sup
pose, in the Talmudic account (see Grretz) of the extra.
ordinary manner in which he succeecled in rescuing his 
sister-in-law from a house of ill fame, to which she ha<l 
been condemned by, the Roman authority, in consequence 
of the p.u-ticipation of her fathe1· in the rebellion of the 
Jews under Bar Kockba, and the extraordinary, almost 
1uiraculo~, manner in which he escaped the power of the 
Romans. (Ou Rabbi Meir Bangol Hanissim, see Sepher 
Kinath Hnemeth, Vienna edition, 1828. 

(61) T radition points to the tomb of the prophet at the 
Chaldean town of Al Kosh, near Nineveh, and close by 
which is the monast.ery of Rabban Onnuzd.-A. 

Benjamin desci-ibes this tomb as situated at Ain 
Japhata. Of modern travellers Laynrd has seen it. 
Colonel Shiel (Journal Geogr. Society, viii. 39) found a 
tomb, which will! described by the natives as that of 
Nahum, near Elkosh, east of the Tigris, on the foot of the 
mountains which border Kurdistan. He then says,. " I 
then proceecled to view the synagogue. No Jews now re
side at Elkosh, but it is much frequented by them as a 
place of pilgrimage." The synagogue is a large building, 
c1uite as substantial as the church, and, like all synagogues 
which I have seen, perfectly plain. No Jews iue now 
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at.tached to it, but at certain seasons they asscm blc from 
the neighbouring districts to view the tomb of Nalrnm 
Peizbembel', "the prophet Nahum," whose tomb is in the 
synagogue. The walls nre covered with smnll Hebrew 
inscriptions on paper ; there was n large Bible on two 
rolls of parchment, inlaid in a wooden cylindrical case 
which opened in the middle ; the writing was bc.'lutifuJ, or 
the printing, for I could not distinguish which it was ; 
there wns nu abunclance of books in the syuagogue in 
beautiful Hebrew characters. 

(62) The sw·umue of that rabbi (Arnka) being by 
mistake derived from j ~i~ (tall), the name was ge-

nerally translated to the tall Abba. And as he was a 
celebrated rabbi (he floudshed at Babylon, from about 
165 to 247, o.E.), legend soon reared a vast supersh·uc
ture on this slender foundation, describing him as exceed
ingly tall (Tal. Jer. Trent. Niddah, 24, b; Chuliu, 137, 
b), assigning him a grave of proportionate climensions. In 
truth, however, Abba, or Rnb (master), as he is called in 
the Talmud, probably derived his surname from his native 
place, Areka, a city situate in Susiami, on the Tigris 
(Orient, year 1847, N. 2, LiteraturblattJ. Ow· rabbi wns 
greatly esteemed by the last Parthian king of the Anacidcs, 
Artaban. According to Benjamin he was buried at Pum
peditha. 

(63) Amara is explained by Rappaport (Ercch l\iulliu, 
art. Amara), as an " expounder," which was the title 
given to all disciples of the wise, from the time of Rab, to 
the age of Rabini and Rabbi Ashe (from the year 265 to 
478, c.E .. ), as successors of the Lanaim, or authors or tho 
Mishna, who wrote tho Amaraim, explainecl or expow1<led. 

(64) This Amarai was born in 299, and diccl in 
852, c.E. He taught at Pumpcditlia (Grrotz's History, 
c. ii. p. 414). Nothing is known of the mill to which our 
traveller alludes. 

Baba. was one of the Amarnim often mentioned in the 
Talmud. We are unable to state to what particular 
mill Petachia alludes. 
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(65) It is well known that i,n modern Hebrew the 
lctt1irs of the nlpbabet serve nlso as figures. Thus iD sig
nifies 300, 1 200, ~ 10, nnd i.'.) 110. These letters speU 
s.lriin, which Wl)rJ means princes. 'I'hc point is that one 
and tho same word should convey both their dignity, ns 
spiritual chiefs i\ll(l their number. 

(6G) 'l'lie origin of this superstitious belief may pcrhnps 
be thus ncc\luuted for. Serpents, ns known, are fond of 
retiring into dark l1iJing pin.cos, and therefore are apt to 
g lide un,ler Lhese corer:;. Considering the superstitious 
belief as;;ocinted at nll times in the E ast with serpents, the 
vulgar oliscrving this phenomenon, regarded the hiding 
~erpeut us the g11nnlian of the g1~1,·e. It cnn hnrdly be 
ncces~ary to remind a classical render of an nunlngous (if 
not identical) superstition of the Homans, when they 
transported from EpiJnurus to Rome a serpent as tho 
represeotat i,·e of 1Tisculapius. 

(67) We lmvo rcfcrrnd in the preface to this passage as 
one of the principal proofs that this is only :m abridgment 
of the dinry of Rabbi Petacbia, and that the original may 
still be in existence. 

(68) Shusbnu is also mentioned by Benjamin (p. 73); it 
is now iu ruins. Sh- Henry Rawliuson describes the latter 
in the 9th volume of the Geographical Society, and be
lieves that Shusbnn is tl.ie present Susan, on tho Kw·an, or 
Eul::cus, the Ulni of Scripture. T his river washes the 
very ruins which the traveller considers to have been t,he 
castle or the palace of the Persian kings. 

(69) Tomb of Daniel at Susa., Shushnn, or Susan. 
Few questions have caused so much discussion ns the 
site of Su..sa, Shuslum, or Susan. Renne!, lGoneir, Ken· 
Porter, u.nd Ritter, identify it with the spot now occupied 
by the village Sims ; Vincent;. and Von Hammer identify 
it with the modern town oC-Slmster. This latter view o( 
the subject was com batted in the "Researches ju..Assy1in, 
Bnbylonia,.nnd Chaldren, p. 205, et seq." Colonel l{aw
linson argues the existence of two .cities of the name llf 
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Susau or Su5a in Susiana. The more ancient, which is 
the Shushan of Scri11ture, being situated at Susan, on th<: 
Kal'lln or Eulreus ; the other the Susa of the Greeks, ucar 
the Kerknh or Choaspcs. Tho ancient tomb of th1: 
greater Daniel must also be taken into account, aud the 
cuneiform inscription~ Oil it, ho says, are certain evidences 
of antiquity. 

That the tomb of Daniel has changed its site is sup
po1'tcd by V ou Hammer, 1vho quotes n passage from 
Ahmed of Sus to that effect, and the tradition of tbe fish 
is in Benjamin of Tudela, and iu a Persian MS. (Nuz 
hatu e lfalub) quoted by Rawlinson. Tho latter describes 
a largo reservoir at the foot of the tomb of tho great.or 
Dnniel-Daniyali Akbar, in contradistinction to nnotlier 
tomb at Sus, which is called Daniyali Asbg-ar, or the lesser 
Daniel,-as containi11g a lnrge number of sacred fish, 
which are regarded with the most superstitious attach
ment. (Jom·n. of Roy. Geog. Soc., vol. ix. pp. 83, 88.) 
~Ir. Laynrd found no sacred fish at t.he time of his visit. 
(Jom·n. of R. G. S., vol. xii. p. 104.) Nor was the tomb 
of white marble, as bad been described to Rawlinson; but 
there was an inscription, which he was not permitted to 
see. Baron de Bode since found saci·ed fish at Taslmn, 
also in Khuzistan.-A. 

Petacbia, in reporting the traditions which ho found 
cu1Tent at Shusan, on the S..'l.nctity of the tomb, its mimcn
lous powers, the contest and ultimate ngreeruent to which 
it Las given rise, is by no means guilty of exaggeration. 
Older l\fahometan tmvellers (Ibu Hau.kal, in the 10th 
century) give similar accounts. Most of the h,aditions 
are also alluded to by Benjamin (p. 117). 

(70) In addition to what is stated in the preceding note 
in reference to the sncrecl fish, it deserves notice that i11 
the east a ring passed through the nostrils of :m animal 
is considered a5 the mark of subjection, and that it is cus
tomary to keep in a basin of water fish provided with one 
of these rings in honour of the owner, or of some saint 
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vonerated in tho ncighboul'hood. See l\<L Ilcinaud, iionu
ments Arahes, Persans, ct T ures, t. i. p. 32, and the 
Tt-aYels of Chn.rdin, Parisinn edit. of 1811. t. iii. p. H)l) 
(Carmoly). Classical readers will remember the account 
given hy Herodotus of the sacred crocodile in Egypt, 
which he described as decked with golden ornmucnts 
(B. IL LXIX.). . 

(71) Its rabbinic.'!.! nn.me (sec J. Trent. 1111:l.ccoth, 5, b) 
appears to be only n tmnsh\tiou of its Persian name, 
wltich we are told signifies bird-camel (no doubt from its 
swiftness). The Latin, struthio-c..1mclus, is a similar 
.:ompound. This camel is dese1·ibed as shorter, but more 
-spirited than the other species, being also able to trot and 
gallop, which the other cainels cannot accomplish. 

(7 2) Our readers must bear in mind that eastcm authors 
•>ften confound Bagdad with Babylon. Hence Petachia 
rinds it necessn1-y to designate the real Babylon by the 
epithet " Ohl," c.1!ling it Old Il:i.bylon. The palace of 
Nebuchadnezzar, to which Petachia. alludes, seems to 
be represented by the mount of the llfujellbe. Benjamin 
likewise visited these ruins, who also mentioned that (p. 65) 
20,000 J ews livecl in the vicinity. Pet..'\chia, however, 
does not mention here the very ancient synagogue of 
Daniel, unless he identified iL with the upper room, 
wl1erein Daniel used to offer up his prayers. He, how
ever, alludes to it further on (p. 44). 

(73) The prayer, "Daruch Shcamer,'' (Blessed be he 
· who said) is a. portion of the momiug serYice, and is so 
called from the first two words with which the prayer 
begins. It being reconu11ended by some rabbis as a meri
torious net to praise God eve1·y day with a hundred benedic
tions, tlie reli«ious recite them clailv. The names of 
"Yeshtaba.ch" (.Praised be) and "Vayosha" (He delivered) 
are also portions of the moming service, so called from 
the first words with which they begin respectively. 

(74) By half-holid,1ys are mennl the intermediate 
days between the two first and two fa.st days of the festi.-
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vats of Passover aucl Tabernacles, the rest in the inter• 
medialc period being less strict than on the two preceding 
ancl two following days. 

(75) This statement deserves Ilic full :utention of 
archreologist.s, as it would appear that in the time of l'eta
chia at least, the knowledge of the ancient Hebrew music 
was not quite ext.inct. Benjamin also makes a similar 
statement. Might thnt knowledge not still be presen·cll 
fraditionnlly by some individuals in the unvnryiug East, 
and among tenncious J ews ? 

(76) The words" Asnr" and "Sbcmiuith,'' prcfLxetl to 
se\·eral psalms, mean respectively "ten" and " eight.," or 
rather "eighth." 

(77) Rappavort considers the kings of l\'fcshech to be 
identic.11 with the kings of the Chozars (sec note 3). 
Their conversion to Judaism took place under their king, 
Bulan 01· Bula, about the year 74.0 c.E. The particulars 
are relate(l in the reply of one of their kings, Joseph tthe 
twelfth Jewish king), given to Rabbi Husdni Ben Isnac, 
minister of the Spnuish Mnurish king, Abdorrnhmau I., in 
912. This remnl'kahle epistle, together with the letter of 
Rabbi Hasd,ti, nre preserved in the book of the Chosri by 
Rabbi Yehoodah Ifalevi. Criticism hns neYer doubted 
the authenticity of the letter of the rabbi, all(l modern iu
vesti!,llltors sec no reason for doubting the authenticity of 
the king"s reply. 

(78) Zurla obscrYes, speaking of Jagioug nnd l\fa
gioug, (Gog and l\Jagog), that it was the tendency of tbc" 
East to place secluded nations on mountains, and to de
scribe them as shut up by walls, often near the Caspian 
sea. See Abulfc<la, and other Arabs and Eastern wl"iters, 
also tbe commentators on Ezekiel and the Apocalypse. 
These mountnius of darkness act a prominent part in 
the legendary geography of the rabbis, beyond which, 
as_ well as the fr:cr Sambation, they placed the ten 
tn~s. Bashi, in his comrnentary on Amos, iv. 3,. ex
plams "Hannon" (enoneously reuderc<l in the Anglican 
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,·ersion "pnlncc ;" :;co Dr. Benisch's trnnsl:i.tiou in loco) as 
" mountains of darkness," whilst Rappaport identifies it 
with Anucniit (sec E rech i\lilin, _sub. Y. Armenia). To 
the same Armcuin the Talmud (JGdushin, 72, a) assures us 
mnny of the ten tribes were carded ('aptivc, placing there 
also the regions of i\Ieshech and 'l:):liD1r.l-

(79) The sons of Jonadnb, sou of Hechnb (Jer. xxx,·. 
c. 10), arc often meutiouctl in conjunction with the ten 
tribes, as located beyond the mountains of darkness, or 
the 1-h-er Snmbation (sec J oseph bcn Gorion, book ii. c. 9). 
They seem to ba,·e 1uloptcd the mode of living of the 
Arabs, and to have joined the Nabathe;ins, or perhaps to 
be identical with them. At all events the Nabathcans 
obeyed the st.cm laws of Joundab (Co11f. Diodor. lib. xix. 
s. 94). 

(80) From the account given of the conversion of t.hc 
king of the Chazars, iu the book of Chosd, as well as from 
other ,tllusions mntle by contempomry authors, there can 
bi, little doulit but the statement of Petachia is subst!\U• 
tinily correct. The converts, eugros.5cd by commerce and 
wars, hnd little leisure and inclination to acquil'e n k M W· 
led~e of the religion which t.11ey had embraced. I ts cul• 
tirntion they nbaudoned to the disciples of the wise, who 
immigrated from foreign countries in the East. 

(81) Marco Polo ancl other t1:avclleL'S likewise describe 
Ammt as abounding in vegetation. The accoWlt of the 
nrk, however, as given of Petachia, does not agree with 
that of Be1uamin (p. 52), who desclibes it ns still existing, 
a mosque having been made of it by Omar Ben Al Khatab. 
\Ve have, however, not been able to ascertain to what 
particu\ar vegetable production Petachin alludes, and 
-which he calls manna. 

(82) Benjamin likewise mentions this tower, and cle
sc1ibes it as being provided with a spiral staircase, from 
the summit of which there is a prospect of twenty 
miles. 

(S3) The lcgcntl retailed by Pctacbia here evitlently 
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confounds Mecca with Medina, as it is the latter w11ich 
shelters the tomb of Mahomet. 

(84) We have, in :mot.her note, enlargccl on the subject 
to which we refer our readers. W c will only state here 
that Josephus (Aut. ii. s. 9) reports Ezra to have been 
buried at Jemsalem. 

· (85) Derech aud lechem mcnn, in Hebrew, respectively 
" way" and " bread," and Pctachia. quoted those words to 
exemplify how closely allied the langungc spoken in those 
regions was to the Hebrew, since t.hc words, with a slight 
alteration, expressed the same objects. The Oriental 
~cholar will easily trace the two Arabic words, correspond
ing with the two Hebrew both in sound m1Cl meaning. 

(86) We should say that Petachia. here alludes to tlJe 
particles of gold which axe sometimes found on the surface, 
which may glitter in the night, and which, from the igno
rance of the age, may have been supposed to grow like the 
plants among which tho grains were found. 

(87) Charan or Haran, supposed to have been so called 
from Haran, the father of Lot, and brother of Abrnh~m, 
and where Abraham tanicd till his fat.her Terah died, 
was called by the Greeks Chnrran, an.I by the Romans 
Cbarrre aml Can-as. " Car~, clade Crnssi nobiles," s.,ys 
Pliny ; and Lucan alludes to the same melancholy C\'ent 
in verse 104 of his first book. 

. , . Miserando funerc Crassus Assyrias Latio macu
lavit sanguine Carras.-A. 

Aram Nahnraim, means literally, Syria. of two rivers, 
which, of course, is our :Mesopot.,mia. 
/ (88) Hemoth, or Hamoth, w11s anciently a distinguished 
city of Syria, on tl10 northern frontier of Palestine (Num. 
xiii. 21 ; xxxiv. 8). It was called by the Greeks Epi• 
pliania. Abulfeda was prince of this city. At present it 
contains nothing worthy of notice. Benjamin also men
tjons it (p. 49). 
✓ (89) The rabbi's etymology for Chelob--the modern 
Aleppo-is a curious one. It makes the older designation 
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for the pince correspond with its modern Arabic one, 
Httleb, " milk." 

Sereral pas.~ges in older writers nttcst the identity of 
Aleppo with the Dercea, Berccro, Bcrroia, and Bcrrma of 
older writers. Nicolas Chomates, for example, says (in 
J oalllle Comneno, c. vii.) he went to Chalep, which 
WtlS also formerly called Berrien. Nicepl1orus Callistus 
(lib. xiv. c. xx.tix.) also speaks of BcrrreD., formerly 
Clmlep. 

Jewish traclition, probably correctly, bns identified Zobah 
with Aleppo ( sec the Itinerary of Benjamin of Tucfola), 
where.ls Syrian tradition identifies it with Nisibis. But 
Nisibis is iu Aram Naharnim, that is, Mesopotnmia, while 
Aleppo is in A.ram Zobah, the highlands or districts of the 
king, who wngcd war ugttinst Snul,David, and Solomon.-.A. 

(90) Hermon, so often named in the Bible, is, properly 
spettking, n spur of Antilihauus. It is now callee! Jcbel
esb-Sbcikh, aud towards the south Jcbel-cl-Heish. 

(91) Petnch.ia probnbll deemed it desirnblc to mention 
the existence of Jews in I alcsti:no, since theh- massacre Ly 
the Crusaders nfter tho taking of Jerusalem might have 
led to the supposition tbnt lhey were excluded from the 
country. 

(92) By l1oly rabbi, is meant Rabbi Yehoocluh, tho 
prince, the compiler of the Mishnn, and head o'f tho 
Sanhedrin, who flourished about tl1e year 180 o.E. 

(93) The preceding note ~-plnins who this indiridual is. 
/(911) Scpphoris is the same pince which was cnlled by 
tho Romans Dioccsarca. 
✓(95) After the destruction of the Temple, the Sanhe
drin became migratory. The Tnlmud mentions ten cities 
iD Palestine to whlch the seat of the Sanhedrin was suc
cessively transferred. The cities hel'e named are among 
those which formerly sheltered tlte highest Jewish trib11• 
nal. Hence the specinl interest which they had in tho 
eyes of the Jewish trovoller. 
✓( 97) Acco is the scriptural name for the later Ptolemnis, 
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:md the present St. Jean D'Acre. The part which this im• 
portant fortress at all times acted in the history of Pales
tine is well known. 

(97) YaLnch is tbc rabbinical name for Yawnia, now~ 
village, anciently a city not far from tho coast of tho 1\fod1-
termuean, between Joppo and Ashdod. At the rcq!tes~ of 
Rabbi Jochuu:m, son of Sakkni, Vespasian spared tlus city, 
and per01itled lhe Sanhedrin to establish there, after the 
destruction of the Temple. · 

Springs which periodicnlJy .flow and dry up ~re p~1C• 
nomena not unknown to science. The lake of C1rke111Lz, 
in the Austtinn empire, not rarely enables tho same indi• 
vidunl, in one and the same season, to pasture his flock 
and to catch his fish therein. A s1>rin" of a similar kind is 
mentioned. by Josephus and Pliny. Itis conjectured, wit.h 
great probability, t.J1nt tlte legend of the Sambation or1· 
ginate<l in a similar phenomenon. 

(98) The measme here alluded to is of Biblical origin, 
and, according to the mbbis, a third part · of an cphah. 
The gradation of Biblicnl mcastu·es, according to the 
rabbis,. is this:- " An ephah is equal to three scah, a seah 
to sL\'. kab, a knb to four lug, a lug to sh: eggs, that is, to 
the quantity of water which six eggs coulcl displnce." 
This cave is also mentioned by Benjamin, Sbamai and 
Hillel were celebrated chiefs of the Sanhcclrin contempo• 
ral'ies of King Herod, frequently mentioned in the Mishun, 
and founders of two antagonistic scl1ools, which exercised 
a ~erceptible influence on the fate of the nation. 
-.,(99) Nitai is a very nncient Misbnaic doctor (men
ti~~ed _in Abboth, c. i. 6); through whom the cbnin of tr-~
dition 1s traced to the succeeding generations. Arbcl 1s 
mentioned in Hos. x. 14, situated between Scpphoris nud 
✓Tiberias, perhaps the present Irbid. (Robin. iii. 282.) 

(100) Mount Gaash is several times mentioned in tho 
Bibi~ (Josh. xxiv. 60; Jud. ii. 9, &c.), tlm nallle is 
applied to a mountain in Mount Ephmim. The book of 
Joshua, however, evidently distinguishes between the 
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mounfain Guash and 1\Iount • Eplm1im, ou which tho 
J e\\ish captain ,vas buried. 

(101) '!'his legend (Treat. Sabbath, 109, b) probably 
origiuatod in the name Gnash, which, in Hebrew, means 
to sbake. 
/(102) Pctachio. evidently allncles here to some Christian 

church or monastery, the Holy Lund having been tht'n in 
possession of the Crusaders. 

(103) lo Ileujnmin's time there lived there 200 Jews. 
/ (104) We cnudidly confess that the account of the 

pn,·emeut is unintelligible to us. i1:::l,TJ'!) is a talmu
dicnl teclmicnl tenu, which is explained in the Aruch 
under :::liY!l, which, however, does not seem to be 
applicable to tho sense in which Petnchia seems to have 
taken it, since he identiftell it with a pavement. Nor 
can we understand how its height of three cubits could 
fo1111 its breadth. 'l'hese difficulties (\l'e not solved by 
either the Lat.in, German, or French translators, who did 
not even advert to them. The text he1·e is p1-obably cor• 
rnpt. Perhaps it would be better to road rechabah, instead 
of rochbab, and to tra.nslate accordingly, " And it (the 
p,w cment) is broad." 

,/ (105) There is eYidently some confusion in the ac
count, as the Temple, of which Petachia clem·ly speaks, 
was not on 1\fount Olivet, but on Mount Moriah. 

(106) I t must be borne in mind that, anciently, hos
pital signified a pince of shelter or entertainment for 
travellers upon the road, more especially for pilgrims; and 
it is in this sense that Petacbia uses the te11n. There is 
no doubt that ho alluded to the building established by 
the Knights Hospitallers at Jerusalem, destined for the 
use of pilgrims going to the Holy Land, and dedicated to 

:=St. J oho the Baptist. 
(107) Petachia probably alludes to the stones taken 

=:::::rom the Jordan, and erected by Joshua at Gilgal (Josh. 
-\". 20). I. 

(108) The Hebrew, rendered by us "image," is C :;1:1 
I 
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In the rabbinical dialect, however, it is often used for 
cruciflx, an<l this we.are dispose,l to believe is the meaning 
which Petachia wished to convey. 

(109) This gate is also mentioned by Benj~mi~. 
Carmoly snys--" 'rhis gate seems to be the same wluch 1s 

callecl the Golden Gate. It is to the cast, leading into 
the court of the Temple. The Turks have walled it up. 
According to Benjamin it is rt remnant of the Temple well 
known by the name of the Gate of Mercy, where the 
Jews offer up their prayers. 

(110) These are quotations from Zachariah xiv. 4; 
Isaiah Iii. 8. 

(111) Rabbi Elieser, sou of Asariah, was a celebrated 
Mishuaic doctor, and for a short time the head of the 
Sanhedrin, in the generation closely following the destruc
tion of the Second Temple. Particulars about him are 
detailecl in the second chapter of the often quoted History 
of tl1e Jews, by G1·::etz. 

· (112) The belief in such a power over spirits, as 
that alluded to by Petachia, was common chu·ing the 
middle ~ges. The Puck of Shakespeare was not 1m 
invention of the poet. But very lately it was believed by 
numbers that a certain chief mbbi of P111g11c hacl a 
drudge of that class, known by the name of the golcm 
(raw matter) which, as the legend asserts, consisted of a 
human figure mo.de of clay, into which the cabalistico.l 
know'ledge of the mbbi forced au evil spirit, and which 
served him the whole week, except on the Sabbath, when, 
by the removal of the mysterious divine mime, the form 
became again a lifeless clod of clay; and numerous ru:e 
the tl-aclitions current to this day about the feats of this 
spirit. 

(112) Tmdition points out Jonah's grave in the vicinity 
of Nineveh, where Tavernier had seen it. 

(114) This Rabbi Chana is mentioned in the Treatise of 
Berachoth, 54, b, and in other places of the Talmud. 

PRISTED .\T TH£ OFflCE OP TU£ "1£\VISII CIIROSICL&." 



I'· 87, line 35, .for Alabus read Olabus. 

J•· 91, line 4, for K.wkisigah read Karkisiy:1h. 

p. 103, !~st line, for (!>7) read (96). 
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'rHE OFFICE OF THE "JEWISH CHRONICLE," 
7, Bevls Ma1·ks. 

'ii n,1, i~O JEWISH SCHOOL A.i.~D FA.1'\'ULY 
BIBLE, Hebl'ew and English, in opposite pages, in il 
t.mnslation uearly literal, so us allllost to eonespon•i 
line for lin<,. Newly translated by Du. BENISCH, 
uuder the su1iervision of the Rev. the Chief Rabbi of 
tl1e United Conf,•Tegations of the British Empire. 

Vol. I. contains the Pentateuch, Hebl'ew and Eng
lish, p1ice 15s. ; English alone, 6s. Gd. 

Vol. II. contains the Historical Parts, Hebrew and 
English, price 15s.; English, 6s. 6d. 

Yol. _Ill. containing the books of Isaiah, J eremiah, 
Ezekiel, and the twelve minor prophets. Price H,s.; 
Euqlish alone, 6s. 6d. 
" We thiuk th,,~ it is very useful to the critiol\l stuclcnt to know 

iu wh:ll way the Jews understnu1l the Hebrew Scriptures, it often 
ser.·es to clucid111c doubtful pnssn~os; and in the present trnnsl11• 
tion it is scrupulously ende11vourc11, in all inst.ances, to render thc 
same Hebrew word by the same English word, nu emctness wWrb 
our trnnslntors expressly disclaim, out "'bich we think a decille<l 
advantage; ns the literal meaning is certainly the first thing to 
think of; where the literal is depro-teclfrom in the text, it is given in 
a fooL note.'-Church of England Quarterly l{cview. 

" The work is e,•iclentl)' executed with great cro-e, an<I by a man 
kuo\YU to be well versed m the Christian ns well as in the Jewish 
criticisms of the Old Test11111cut."-Kiuo's Journal of Saottd 
Litera\ure. · 

"Were we &Sked which is the best translation or the Books of 
Moses, we shoulcl say, Dr. Bcnisch's, published in 18.>1."-Educa
tional Times. 

N.B. Subscribers to the whole of the Bible (in four 
vols.) may still have the published parts at the Subscrip
tion price, viz., 10s. Gd. each. Subscribers' names are re
ceived at the office of the " Jewish Chronicle." 
"i1D~i1 'lji:JJ. Being a PRIMER and PROGRES

SIVE READING BOOK, with an Interlinear Trans
lation, preparatory to the study of the Hebrew Scrip• 
tures. Price 2s. 6d. ; school edition, ls. 6d. 

" Hebrew it not generally studied at a very elll'ly age; but if ii 
ahould be thought de.irable to deviate from the ordi.narf pnctice 
Dr. Beniseh'B Primer will be found very useful An easter intrO· 
duo\ion to t~ aucient Jangulll!O could hardly be prepared, Be• 
ginning with ■ingle letters, it treate of words of one, two, and three 
aud 1nore •1llablea, in gradual succe~on of the Sheva 11Dd the 
Daguh ; concludln11 witn a Deleetus composed of briet clauaet or 
sentence■ from Soripuare, arranged so u to exemplify particular 
rulea."-Atheneum. 


