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Introduction.

HAVE written this book some twenty years ago. A
I German publisher intended at that time to issue a book of

“Shatz and his work”. There was correspondence ex-
changed at that time between me and Mr. R., the well
known arts critic, who was entrusted with the. writing of
the text to the said book. This book has however not been
published and the letters, without those lost, have been
afterwards, owing to their privacy, printed in 25 manuscripts
and distributed amongst my most intimate friends.

I have now decided to publish these letters. At an
advanced age we all feel that everything done im our
younger years is dear to our memory, even admitted that
those things are of little importance. May the serious readers
excuse this. I promise instead to wrile in my next book
the continuation of my biography as a Jew whom destiny
has transferred to Palestine and Jerusalem, the Holy City.

Jerusalem, [925. THE AGTHOR.

My dear BE. A. B.

Had you lived in Russia, and had you the opportunity of thus
acquainting yourself with the greatest Jewish prison, humanity had ever
known, within the bounds of the so-called “Limit of residence”’—then to

vour request of furnishing some material for my biography, I should reply

very briefly: “1 was born in Russia, of pious parents, in the year so and -

2

so”. The rest would have been self-evident, just what I was put through
in order to become an artist, in order to retain my human likeness at all.
But you are Gentile; you live in constitutional Germany, for you the vale
of tears in which my brothers live, think, struggle and die, is "a region
dark and unknown.

I endeavoured to give you a few melancholy pictures out of my
reminigcences, 1 feel that they pale, because the pen—is not my line; but
fjhey are true, everyone is deeply stamped by experience, and time has
failed until now to erase their trace from my memory. Let these impotent
lines serve as a cry for help from ome of the many tormented souls
in Dante’s Inferno, where the righteous are tortured body and soul, as
well as the sinners. And you, you can use your mighty pen to tell it to
the entire civilized world . .. I continue to believe that our sorrows are
caused by those who do not know us, by those who do not want to know
us. I believe that what is true of one can be true of a whole people and
in my own case I enjoy the regard and friendship of persons of various
nationalities, faiths and social position. We have been drawn together by
our common love of art, through which they have learned to know and to
like me. I want to trust, that upon reading your book more than one
honest soul will admit: *“Yes, we have acted unjustly, but we have done
so through ignorance”.

Accept my sincerest regard and respect.

Sofia, 1. May, 1905. B. Scratz.




Pfoi B, Schatz

By Prof. Dr. JosepH KLAUSNER.

WARMLY appreciated gift, the Monography of Prof.
A B. Shatz, was donated by the B'nei Bezalel edition.

Critics of art will review his work and the art he gave
to Lumanity, and they will pass their judgment from a purely
artistic point of view; this, however, is nob my task, it is a
specialty which is not wine. I shall consider the artist and
his art from a different aspect, which, I am quite sure, will not
be touched upon by them, because it is not their specialty and
therefore it is not within their sphere.

In plastic arts, like in music, poetry and science, there
are two kinds of talents; ope we call the personal talent, the
other, the universal talent. The personal talent is capable of
receiving an impression, a desire to gratify his ambition will
urge him on to express the impression in artistic form: he will
create something exceptionally good : something that has much
of the artistic and aesthetic values, but not more; he is not a
path finder, he can show 1o new roads, no new tendencies and
no new style to the world of art. It is quite different with the
universal talent: he is not only the producer of arts that
remain everlasting, he is also the creator of propensities, he is
a builder of new roads, a discoverer of new lines of new per-
spectives, and new vistas of thought. The universal talent
digs new canals to bring forth to the surface certain streams,
which were heretofore hidden, deep in the people’s soul, waiting
there tobe discoyered by a creative & organizing force. It matters
little that the canals are narrow, the stream will break through
and like a tidal wave it will give life to the spiritual desers.

Professor Boris Schatz belongs to the universal class of
artists: he is possessed of creative genius and organizing ability :
le is not only the artist of exquisite and beautiful paintings
and scalpture: he is also a discoverer of new tendencies, a
founder of new highways and by ways in the realm of art. He
is a ploneer wh invaded new and untrodden territory in Art’s
domain. His splendid Moncgraph with forty photographs of
his art productions, recently published in Jerusalem, reveals
to us his creative spirit as an artist, as well as the new spirit
he perpetvated in his works of «art. Before us is a long list of
the work of his creative spirit; we divide them into four
different classes, as follows :

T. The broken sonl in the Diaspora. There is no other
man who shares as deeply in the individual and national fee'ings
to which the Jew gave expression in the Diaspora, as Professor
Schatz. These feelings bear witness that the spirit of God,
which revealed itself to us on Mount Sinai and at the Jordan,
still illumines the depths of the Jewish soul even in the Dias-
pora, where it sank low and it became degraded. These feelings
he expressed in the following works: The Scribe, the Penitent,
Blowing the Shofer, the Marriage Broker, This is my portion
of all my labor, the Blessing of the Lulav, the Yemenite Scribe,
the Rabbi’s Blessing, a Grandmother, the First Mitzwah, the
Blessing of the Sabbath Candles, Havdalah, a Jewish Mother
and One of the people of the book. If the Jewish soul is not
completely manifested through all these works art, it is because
much of its lustre and brilliancy was lost in Goluth, but many
fragments remained intact, in spite of the persecution and the
darkness of the Ghetto walls. His autobiography, which is pro-
bably the only one of its kind, he begins with a deep and tragic
sweetness, until the lines grow light and hnmorous; in this vo-
lume we perceive that only one who suffered the Goluth as
vehemently as Schatz, can love as strongly as he loves. He is
far from those artists who stand aloof, they look upon Judaism
from a di tance, and they produce Jewish art as if they were
strangers, who belong to a different sphere. Schatz dwells among
the masses: the things that are sacred to them are also sacred
to him, he gathers their sorrows into his soul: therefore his
art is so close to us and his langunage so forcefully appears to
our hearts. And yet Schatz does not idolize; his eyes are open
to our faults and vices; in his autobiography he enumerates
many of them: and his criticism of them are severe and even
harsh. He believes that the great Jewish soul, the sufferings
and broken soul found a temporary outlet, or shelter, in the
religious and national thoughts and meditations; it preserved
the last Jewish spark, it was kept from a total extinction until
the arrival of the national flame which was o bring light and
warmbh.
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II. The longing for our redemption. The strength to

endure and to survive the great sufferings of the Diaspora was.

acquired by the Jewish people only through their intensiv

longing and yearning for a deliverance. TLis thonght is ex-
pressed by Schatz in his wonderful collection of : Reguiem, The
Wailing Wall, the Year 1918, the Ninth of Ab, Midnight
Prayer, and When Will Come the Miraculous End? In this
collection Professor Schatz conveys most emphatically the spirit
of an endless longing of a people to be redeemed from slavery.
These works of arb can be trapslated in the following words:
When will the long night of the Diaspora disappear? When
will the sun of redemption shine on us? When will arrive the
miraculous end ? How long shall we weep for Zion and mourn
for Jerusalem ? Is it too soon to have compassion for the people
and their land ? Will God’s wrath rest forever on His chosen
people and the holy land?... In many variations, new and
old, the artist reveals through his master pieces all these quest-
jons which have been on the lips of the Jewish people for a
thousand years: and in times of disaster (like in the late world
war) these interrogations break out with greater force. This
great artist was capable of giving real artistic expression to
grave national problems. His relief in bronze, “When Will
Come the Miraculous End ?” is rightfully considered his. most
serious production.

11. Historic figures. The hope and expectation to be
redeemed was too deep-rooted in our hearts to forget the historic
character of our past; Schatz sought in the souls of our great
men either their burning desire for our independence, or their
heart stirring lamentations for our national misfortune. Schatz
won worldwide distinction by creating : Mattathia, Judith, Elija,
the prophet, and Jeremiah; they were all prophets, three of
them are known as the “Avengers,” they killed the enemies to
avenge the God of Israel and for the national glory of -their
people: the fourth was the great lamentor, he wrote the greatest
lamentations that were ever produced. However, Jeremiah
was not contented with te s and sighs alone, while he mourns
and weeps for the terrible misfortune of his people he spurs
them on to action and he urges them on fo fight for freedom.
Schatz conceives Elija, the prophet, not only in the Light of one
who kills the priests who are servants in the temples of the
false deities, but also as one who proclaims the coming of Mes-
siah, he blows on the great horn, “the shofer of the redeemer”
to announce the advance of freedom and independence.

IV. Our present great men. Schatz believes that in addit-
ion to the great men of the past it is of much Importance to
have great men at present, who are devoting their genius and
ability to the cause of their people, thus he shows us a galaxy
of great men of the present era, they are writers, publicists,
poets and artists. Twice he modeled Doctor Herzl; he also
modeled Wolfsohn, Prof. Warburg, Prof. _H. Schapiro. Ben
Yehudah, Imber, Schechter, the artists, Hirschenberg and Lil-
lien and Joseph Trumpeldor, the young hero who protected our
border with the last drops of his young blood. In the big Jew-
ish heart of Prof. Schatz there is enough room for all our great
men, of all times and climes; he revives in all of them the one
thought, the thought of redemption: this thought can be read
in all their faces, they reflect the spirit of God which shines on
a new nation. The creative spirit of Schatz the artist gives him
a first place in our national temple of art, but he deserves a
place of equal distinction as a co-builder of a new nation.

All the trials and tribulations which Professer Schatz en-
dured in Palestine during the twenty years did not weaken his
faith in the Jewish people, nor in the land of the people. To
Schatz, like to all creative spirits, the word “failure” 1s un-
known. With a purefate, a clear vision, and the imagination
of a poet and an artist, Schatz goes on dreaming the greatest
of all dreams : the sublime dream of the resurrection of a whole
nation. In a most confidential form he reveals to us this dream
in his Utopia: “The New Jerusalem.” His faith is clear, pure
and firm, it cannot be conquered, and it will admit no doubt.
His is the creative spirit of a real hero arbist, of a genius, whose
mind is bent to create the great and colossal. That he accom-
plished this we need only consider the time, place and the
meager means which he possessed at his disposal; only then
will we realize the real greatness of Schabz.
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" WAS born in 1867, on the second day of “Hanu-
kah”, in a little town of Vorno, of pious parents.
My grandfatber on father’s side was a “Hazen”,
{a cantor of a synagogue), and mother’s father—a
rabbi, famocus for his learning, rhetoric and piousness.
Time and again I have heard mother say that there
had been ‘“Yichus brief” (ancestral papers) in his
possession passed down from generation to generation
of learned rabbis and famous scholars, but that these
papers had been destroyed during a fire catastrophe.
My maternal grandfather has played an important
part in the early years of my life.

From dimmest childhood I remember him as an
ancient old man, with long, snow-white, “‘Peyes”
and beard, the tip of which bad grown yellow, as
if about to become young once more; with a beauti-
ful, dry, regular face, high well-rounded brow, and
youthful black eyes; — altogether vesembling the

"Maccabee I have modeiled later on. He had a host

of great-grandsons and great-grand-daughters, out of
which he distinguished me for my quick ability, fore-
seeing in me the continuation of the line of rabbis in
his family. Of his own sons not one had chosen the
career of a rabbi, although all were brilliant Talmudic
scholars. Because of these hopes vested in me by
grandfather, I enjoyed particular care at the hands
of my mother, and a thoughful bringing up on the

part of my father. Even in my tenderest childhood -

father constantly impressed upon me the féct that
I was already a Jew and must act accordingly, while
from my good mother, all I heard was: “Do as
grandfather does”. The slight difference of some
eighty years in our ages seemed to have slipped her
mind entirely. Generally speaking, age didn’t seem
to carry any weight with her. As far back as the
second year of my life, when nursing me at her breast,
she deemed it proper to make me say a prayer over
my food, as befits a pious Jew. My own memory,

-of course, doesn’t reach that far, but many was the

time she reminded me of it in later days, declaring,
whenever I had neglected to say my prayer, that
the older I grew, the worse I became.

The spirit of piety and learning reigned in our
house, and I remember, that at the age of six, on
entering the “Heder” (the private school of a Jewish
community), I could already read quite smoothly,
as well as relate with a great deal of animation
various stories from the Bible, phantom tales of
ghosts, apparitions, miracles and such stuff, which
excited and frightened my childish fancy.

Well too do I remember my pre-‘“Heder” days,
and in my memory this time is divided into three
periods, according to the style of pantaloons I wore.

The first, when my thoughtful mammy, for the
sake of greater safety and comfort would make a
slit in the rear of my pants, through which inevitably
my shirt would protrude in the shape of a tail.
Those were the days when I could only eat and play,
and was as yet unspanked. The second period came
after I had earned the complete confidence of my
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mother, and my pants would button in the back,—
“pants with shutters” they were called. It was then,
that I felt for the first time the awakening of
higher needs, such as joy-rides astride our billy goat,
exploration jaunts out in the fields, on French leave,
of course,—all of which would not infrequently result
in a sound thrashing. And the third period—in
real pants, at last, all grown up, with suspenders
criss-crossing, and pockets filled with all sorts of
junk; and oh, the thrill of pushing one’s hands into
their depths, and, hat cocked to a desperate angle,
and whistling like blazes strutting down the street.
I was then the proud bearer of the name “‘Berka
Eli dem Rov’s”, was highly praised for my “Smart
head”, and would even be lead to the town baths,
so that young Jewish wives coming back from the
“Mikveh” would meet me first on their way, and
praise such a clever offspring. And notwith-
standing all this, I was shunned and frequently
thrashed for being a desperate young rascal; a stray
stone finding its way into a neighbouring window,
a chick with its leg broken, would immediately and
unhesitatingly be ascribed to my doing, and mother
would inevitably receive a long list of complaints.

Besides my physical preoccupations at this time,
there were my mental interests as well. 1 was a
passionate lover of tales, and could listen to them
by the hour, fascinated beyond words, with heart
failing and mouth open, a finger of questicnable
cleanliness not infrequently stuck into its depths.
But above all else, I was fond of telling stories
myself. I remember times, when having gathered
an audience of my own imposing size in a cosy dark
corner behind our house, I would begin drawing on
my enormous repertoire of spookie stories, adding
on the spur of the moment details that have just
occurred to my fertile imagination. Voices grow
hushed and broken, eyes dim and widen, breath
comes short..... Suddenly we catch sound of a
rustle and shrieking wildly, I am the first to fiy,
the squealing gang hard at my heels. Mother would
scold me for having frightened the children and
would frequently accuse me of lying. But so vivid
was my imagination, and so real everything suggested

by it, that I would cry bitterly, insisting that I
was telling the truth, that I had seen it with my

own eyes. | remember once, while playing hide-
and-seek with the children, I hid myself in a dark
clothes closet. The feel of my father’s fur coat gave
me “the creeps”; on the instant everything became
bright and I saw before me the Evil One; he was
entirely covered with iron scales; the head with its
horns was like a chicken’s and so were his feet and
the horrible curled up tail. Mother rescued me from
there more dead than alive, having been attracted
by the thump of my falling body; I had fainted.
Strange to say, in my student years in Paris, I saw
a picture of the identical devil in the Cathedral of
Nosre Dame.

It was about that time that my little brain
began to be puzzled by universal questions: what is




God? man? animals? Where is the sun at night?
Where do the moon and stars’ go? Where does the
earth end. To these 1 would receive vague or unintel-
ligible answers, or else I would be told that it was
sinful to be asking about such things. This would
not satisfy me at all, and lying on my back, staring
at the slowly drifting clouds, I would try to think
up my own explanations. The astronomy problem
I settled very quickly and easily; the sun climbs
up to heaven to sleep- at night; and the pretty Ii/otlé
stars are the little holes which the light of the sun
leaks through. The proof of my hypothesis was
served by the fact that rain comes down in drops,
leaking through the little holes as if through a sieve.
This theory left me most content. But exploring
the edge of the earth came more difficult, and T
pretty nearly shared the terrible fate of many a
courageous explorer. One foggy night I noticed
through the window, that the heavens came down
to earth in the meadow just beyond the group of
trees which I know so well. I made up my mind
to set out immediately, I could see very elearly how
just a little way off the sky joined the earth, but
to my consternation, no matter how quickly I run,
I couldn’t manage to reach the spot. Finally, tired
out with my lengthy walk and seeing that there
seemed to be no end to it, I grew irightened. This
was surely nothing but the trickery of the “Letz”
(a sort of mocking spirit). I knew for certain that
he was just the one to be up to such devilry; didn’t
I hear Zorach, the “baal-agala’ {driver) tell, how, on
his way from the fair, he wandered and wandered
in a circle all night, and only toward morning, at
cock’s crow, found himself and his waggon standing
in the marsh behind his own barn? In alarm I
turned right about to go back, and to my horror
perceived, instead of the town in the distance,—the
same lowering sky. In sheer madness I began run-
ning about, now rushing wildly onward, now flinging
myself on the earth and filling the air with desperate
cries. It was only toward midnight that my folks
found me exhausted and prostrate and led me back
to the safety of the house. '

Shortly after this incident I was sent to “Heder”.
Of the ““Heder” I had often heard before, and
thought of it as some thing horrible and greatly to
be feared. More than once after some particularly
mischievous prank on my part, mother would threaten:

" “Now you just wait, you ‘“‘shegetz” (scape-grace),

wait till you are sent to the “Heder” and Osher-
Leib gets hold of you”. This Osher-Leib and his
“nine-and-a-half” fingers served as a veritable “bogey”’
for all the children of the town, and the mere
mention of his name sufficed to send a chill down
our spines. We were frightened of his peculiar
nickname, of his legendary whip of four “lokshen”
{lashes), and of the mysterious “birdie” which spies
on everything his pupils do at home and always
tattles. And now it came to pass that one day mother
gave me a thorough scrubbing, smoothed my hair,
dressed me in my Sabbath suit, with my new “tales-
kotn” on top, and “‘tzizis” on the side, kissed me
“special strong” and handed me over to father. He
wrapped me in his own “tales”, lifted me in his arms
and carried me to “Heder”. All the way down the

street, the shop-keepers, who were pretty near all
my aunts or otherwise related, showered me with
“candle-sugar” {a kind of sweet) in pretty coloured
wrappers, kissed me fussed over me, declared that
my face reflected the Holy Spirit, and vowed that
I should become a great rabbi like my grandfather.
I was greatly flattered with all this attention, but
my heart faltered at the thought that I was being

carried to “Heder”.

Even yet I see before my eyes the long table,
at either end of which were seated little boys, an
open book before each. At the head of the table
sat, as it seemed at the time, a terrifying old man
with a long white beard and an enormous shining
brow, wearing a sharb-cornered ‘‘Yarmolkeh” (scull
cap) pushed to ome side. Before everything else I
caught sight of his “nagaykah” (an instrument of
chastising) lying at his right as if in readiness for
action. It had a stout well worn handle, around
which was wound a twisted leather thong, from which
in turn four pliant lashes issued and writhed snake-
like on the table.

Father stood me up on the bench right next
to this hideous thing. I was all a-tremble, hardly
able to stand on my feet. The “Rebe” opened a
large “Humesh” (Bible), pointed a thin tapering
stick at the letter “alef” and asked: “What’s that?
My stare met the horribly protruding, mutilated
finger with its thick glossy end and I trembled with
terror. ‘“What is that?” he repeated in a severer
tone, and here I could stand it no longer. Tears
choked me, my throat contracted, I rubbed my eyes
with my little fists and burst into sobs. When after
a great deal of effort my father soothed me, I suc-
ceeded in reading quite fluently several lines. Sud-
denly a “grosh” (a very small coin) fell on the page
from above, and the “Rebe” kindly explained it
was dropped by an angel who always rewarded di-
ligent children. At this he smiled so wonderfully, and
such darling little wrinkles encircled his gentle child-
ish eyes, that suddenly I felt very happy. I under-
stood that it was not the angel that was responsible
for the ciin, but refrained from voicing my scep-
ticiszn,—the “‘nagaykah” with its snake-like lashes
was too close for comfort. The ordeal over, I was
duly wrapped into the “tales” once more, and carried
back home. My first words to mother were: I
bave been to the “Heder” and the “Rebe” didn’t
hit me”! ‘

Contrary to all my misgivings I was quite happy
in the “heder”. I had a number of school fellows
with whom' I became intimate in a very short while,
and who soon passed on to me the art and science
of games, fights and other accomplishments neces-
sary for becoming a full fiedged “Heder bocher”.
Moreover, I actually enjoyed studying the Bible.
True at the time of the lessons with the “Rebe”,
I understood, as a rule, nothing at all, merely re-
peating parrot like the words and transiations and
keeping a furtive eve on the ever present stimulus

‘to learning—the whip. But once in the safety of the

home, I would delight in repeating the lessons by
myself, singing and swaying to the rhythm of the
words. Only then I would begin to understand, and
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question the various contradictions in the Bible,
- while father sat there, in rapture, becoming daily
more convinced that I was destined to become a

* * great rabbi. And finally, it was while in the “Heder”

that I experienced for the first time the joy of ar-
tistic creation. I had got into the habit of drawing
~on the fly leaves of the Bible and the prayer books
“all sorts of fanciful designs. Another opportunity
" for decoration was offered by the “asher-yozar” pa-
pers distributed to us for hygienic purposes. These
became exceedingly popular with my school fellows
and even served as exchange coins among the pupils
of other “Heders””, thus raising my prestige in the
eyes of my comrades. The “Heder” also enriched
the repertoire of my stories, which thronged my
childish fancy with such horrors, that were it not
for various ingenious cpnjuries which I had mastered
at the time, I could not have borne a maoment’s
solitude; every dark corner, every nook was peopled
for me with ghosts, spectres and such ghastly shapes.
I was particularly haunted in the winter time,
when I was obliged to return from my “Heder” in
the dark. We used to leave school in a crowd, with
many a shout, and snow-ball fight, and sliding con-
test over every frozen puddle. We would attack on
our way every uniortunate pig and dog, who person-
ified for us the treacherous Philistines, to be fought
with courage and valour. But the farther we went,
the smaller the crowd grew, until finally T would be
left all alone to plod my way to our house situated
on the outskirts of the town. Pigs and dogs held
no terrors for me; I had confidence in my strength,
and even enjoyed the reputation of the strongest
chap in the “Heder”. But the trying spot on my
way was an old wooden church, black with age, sur-
rounded by tall swaying poplars, sheltering narrow
pointed windows, in and out of which continually
flitted black and ominous birds. Breathless and
faint, tightly clutching the little lantern to my breast,
hardly trusting to the magic of my whispered charm,
I would slip by this frightful spot and breathe once
more only upon reaching the little hall of our house,
where I felt completely safe under the protection of
the “Mazuza” (a sacred charm, nailed above the
entrance) on the door.

This church and the prison, walled in by a tall
fence of heavy tapering logs, were the only samples

: of Christian architecture and institutions in our
. purely Jewish town, containing besides its Jewish
' population only the “Shabes goy™ (a non-Jew doing

the necessary Sabbath chores in the Jewish homes).

" This latter spoke Jewish fluently, faltering only at

the word ‘‘Vachlaklakus”, which, despite all his
efforts, in the hope of getting a “Chala” (special
Sabbath bread) as a reward, he could not succeed
in pronouncing. - Christian peasants from the neigh-
bouring villages would come to town only ox Friday,
the market day. They wore uncouth sheepskin coats,
enormous leather caps and ungainly home-made
shoes; they would wrangle on top of their voices in
" a, to me, unintelligible, barbarous tongue over their
buying and selling operations; and would invariably
get drunk toward evening. In- comparison with
them I could not but feel proud of my Jewish des-
cent, and looked down upon them as Philistines,
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Amalekites and other wild tribes, with whom our

ancestors fought, it seemed to me, only a short while

ago. For the “stanovoy”, the “sotsky’” (officials)

and the two policemen, the only government officials

in the town, I had nought but abomination and

contempt. Whenever my kind mother would insist

on their partaking of the Sabbath ,“gefilte fish” or

the holiday ‘“‘matza”, and I heard her add in Jewish,

so that they would not understand: “Here you are,

eat and burst!” I felt particularly exhilirated. In
secret I yearned: Oh, that Messiah would come and

we could get rid of all the “Eshevim”. And in spite .
of the fact that our town was purely Jewish, and
my own grandfather, the local rabbi, a veritable
ruler, I was comscious at all times that we wers in
“Qolus” (exile) and longed with all my soul for the
Messiah to come and lead us all inte the Promised
land of which I constantly heard both at home and
in the “Heder”. :

We felt the weight of the “‘Golus” not only
at the hands of the officials, not only in the derision
of the peasant shepherds out in the country, who
would spur their hounds at wus with the shout:
“There goes a sheeny!”; but we were constantly :
reminded of the fact by the round of our holidays
and fast days. Thus, we celebrated the harvest,
although we had no bread to glean: during “Sukes”,
we sat shivering in our chilly “Sukah”(tent), and
remembered with pain the palm covered tents under
the cedars of Lebanon which once were ours. With
wistful pleading the voice of the cantor prayed for
“Pa] U-motor” (the prayer for rain) at a time when
our wretched little town was sinking in mud, its
helpless little dwellings soaking with the eternal
rain. So keenly did we feel the loss of our father-
land, so conscious were we of the transcience of our
Golus existence, so ready at a moment’s notice to
start on the journey to the land of promise waiting
only for the sign of Messiah, that we hardly noticed
the unbearable conditions of our existence, and far
from trying to improve the present, directed all
our hopes and dreams towards the future in “Eretz
Tsrael” (The land of Israel). Our parents would
give vent to their sorrow in anguish and tears;
prayers were their only means for bringing about
the desired millenium. But our childish fancy would
not be content with that. True, we wept bitter
tears on “Tisha B’0Ov”, (the day of mourning for
the destruction of the Temple), and on “Yom Kipur”,
(a fast day) would put our whole soul into the cry—
“I’shana haba BiYerushalaim!” (next year in Jerus-
alem). Still, it was the Now that we could not
accept. We dreamed of other times, the time when
a Jew could handle a plow as well as a bow and
arrow, the Golden Age of the Bible, that lived so
richly in our imagination. How glorious on “Log
B’omer” carbour day), to march forth, armed with

bow and arrows and wooden swords, to fight the

boys of the other camp, or some stray pigs on o
way, while we were for the moment the pupi’
Rabbi Akivah of the army of Bar Kochba’
fought and died for their native land! ¥
vellous to us the day of “Purim”, truly -

holiday. With desperate youthiul p’

twirled our ear-splitting racket make
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