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SYNOPBIS. 

I dnte the beginning of modern Jewish History from 1791, 
when the Jews of France were given full pol iticn.l and civic equnl
ity, which wne the first cn.ee of its kind in Europe, n.nd I divide 
my subject, after n.n introduction, into four po.rte. 

1. The evolution of the politico.I condition. 
2. The evolution of the intellectual life. 
8. Religious development. 
4. The Jews in the general culttire of the world. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Thie part is devoted to the demonstration of how the misery 
produced by the war of thirty yen.re fostered religious toleration 
and created the philosophy of the Deists, and how, furthermore, 
the mercantile activity of the J ewe, t ended to improve their posi
tion. 

Thie part ie illustrated by the following five pictures. Two 
reproductions of the seventeenth century engravings, showing n. 
case of pillnge and wholesale execution during the war of thirty 
yea re. A portrait of Sir John Locke; a contemporary caricnture 
of a J ewish moneylender, which is matched by the portrait of 
Samuel Oppenheimer, the famous financier. 

PART I. 

The political de<rJelopmeni of the Jews. 

The influence of the deistic philosophy on the legal treatment 
of the Jews is illustrated by a portrait of Joseph II of Austria ; 



by a portrait of Count 1\-Iirn.benu; of Prince von Hardenherg; the 
Prussian statesman, whose work wns the edict of 1812; nnd finnlly 
n picture of the Vienna Congress, which introduces the period of 
reaction. 

The next division shows the struggle for political emancipa
tion, 1815-1848. 

It is illustrated by a scene from the French .Jnly rr.volut,ion, 
the entrance of Louis Phillippe into Pnris, Gnbriel Riesser. the 
champion of Jewish rights, whose portrait is preceded by tlrnt of 
his grandfather, Rnphnel Kohen, in order to show the evolution 
through which .Judaism hnd passed within three generations. The 
next is n. portrait of John.nu Jacoby, the vn.linnt. champion of 
democratic id ens; and a session of the Frankfort Pnrl in men t of 
1848, and in order to show the opposition to the demands of the 
Jews, the portrait of Robert von Mohl is added. 

The next part is devoted to the achievements of the Jews in 
public service. It is illustrated by the picture of Adolphe 
Cremieux to represent France; while England is represented by 
Manasseh hen Israel, the worker fortheemn.ncipntion of the Jews; 
and by David Salomone, the champion of the political rights of the 
Jews; and by Lord Rothschild, the first peer of England. Adolf 
Fischhof, represents Austria; and Samuel Alatri, Italy. Condi
tions in Prussia are represented by Frederick William IV, the 
romantic believer in the Christian state, and by Ferdinnnd 
Lassalle, the pioneer of Socialism. . 

The next division showi · _ .,he development of Antisemitism 
since 1878, beginning with -Yirn Berlin Congree!!I, which forced the 

_ Balkan states to grant the Jews equnl rights. 

This division is nlso illustrated by the portrait- of Alexnnder 
II, whose assnseination innugurnted tlrn persecution in Russia; 
and by Count Ignntieff, the author of the May lnws iu 1872; nod 
Prince Bismarck, whose change of front largely encouraged anti
semitism in Germany. The theoretical side of antisemitism is 
represented by Ernest Renan and by a scene from Sudermann's 
Drama, Johannes der Taeufer. The height of antisemitism is 
represented by Captain Dreyfus, and by n. scene in the courtroom 
during the triul of Zola. 

AR consequences of antisemitism after its climax in the Drey
fus affoir, the following pictures are given: Theodore Herzl, the 



first Zionist Cong1·ess in Ilneel, n fnrm m Po.Jestine, a form m 
Americn; and, ns n humorous ending for thie period, a young 
Ruesio.n hoy peddling notions nnd the same boy ten yenrs later, 
wheu he made his wny, under the respective titles of "Young 
l\lerchnnt '' nnd "Succeeeful Merchant." 

PART II . 

The lntelledual De<velopment of the Jews. 

The ideas of the culturncl movement nre represented by Bnee
dow, t.he educator, nnd by LeeE!ing, the poetical advocnte of huma
nitnrinniem; and on the Jewish side, l\loAee 1\-Iendelseohn. 

As illustrnt.ione of the intellectunl life of the Jews in the 
eighteeuth century, Rabbi Ezekiel Laudau, and M. E. Bloch, the 
ichthyologist nre shown . 

The educational development ie represented by Iernel Jncob
eon, by the seminary of Breslau, nnd by the nornrnl school of 
1\1 uenstAr. The educntionnl work ie further repreeentQd by a scene 
from n school in l\Iogndor, and the residence of the Wunderr:ibbi 
in Sndngorn on t.he one hand, nnd by the Baron de Hirsch school 
in Snnngorn nnd the educational Alliance on the other. 

"\.Vissenschnft dee Judenthume"· nod Haekalnh are repre
sented by the followin1t : I. B . Lewineohn, S . D. Luzatto, Zunz, 
1\1. Steinschneider, I. H. Weiss, H. Graetz, D . Kaufmann, Abrnhnm 
Mnppu, L . Philippson. 

PART III. 

Religious De<velopmenf. 

The contrast between orthodoxy and reform in ite earliest 
struggles is represented by the portraits of Moses Sofer and his 
euccee-sors, and of Anron Chorin. Nao-orthodoxy is represented 
by S . R . Hirsch; historical Judaism by Z. Frankel; Reform by 
Geiger; nnd, in order to give the lecture a distinctly American 
interest, the portraits of Samuel. Adler, David Einhorn, Snmuel 
Hirsch and Isnac l\L Wise nre ndded. 



PART IV. 

· Th.~ Jew as .a Fador of G~ner.al Ci<vilizafion. 

Poetry is represented by Heinrich Heine; and by o. scene the 
shrine of Kevelno.r ia .added. Meyerbeer represents music; Anto
kolski, sculpture; Rn.chel and Sonnen tho.I, dramatic art, the latter 
pictured also in his role of Nathan the Wise; Max Liebernrnnn 
n.nd one of his pictures from lowly life represent painting; 
Steinitz and Zuckertort o.t the chessboard represeut another fea
ture of intellectual life. Jo.cob Roen.nee, the mo.tbemnticinn, is 
chosen n.s representatives of science, been.use, being· presented 
with his grandfather, Akiba Eger, he like Riesser, clearly shows 
the evolution of modern Judo.ism; n.nd .finn.lly, two modern 
ateo.mers n.nd n. portrait· of Albert Ballin, show the po.rticipn.tion 
of the Jews in the highe·st activities of commercial life. 

A ghetto scene introduces two Ghetto poets, Bernstein and 
Perez, showing how romantic interest is Cl'()ated, by the passing of 
n. certain aspect of Jewish life. 




