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CHAPTER 1 1 INTRODUCTION 

Very little is known about t he "School of Rashi .. or 

about the documents which this scnool a l l egedly produced . 

Only a handful of serious studies concerning Rashi and the 

Jewish community in Northern France in the 11th and 12th 

centuries have appeared . Even less has been written concerning 

the three liturgical documents which will be examined in this 

thesis . Outside of the introductions to the published editions 

of the Mahzor Vitry. Siddur Rashi , and Sefer HaPardes, and a 

couple of articles specifically dealing with the Mahzor Vitry. 

there i s vi r tually no secondary literature on these books . 

Despite the paucity of scholarly research in t his particular 

a rea, it has been hypothesized that Rashi had a circle of 

discj ples who learned f rom, and worked closely with , their 

master. 1 Af ter he died , they a r e said to have c ontinued the 

work which he had begun . It is believed that members of this 

group produced a ser ies of liturgical compi lations, based 

l ~r gely on Rashi ' s teachings, of which Mahzor Vitry, Siddur 

Rashi and Sefer HaPardes are said t o be among the primary works . 

So scarce is the information concerning these three 

compilations , that we are still a t the elementary level of 

trying to ascertain which manuscript s of the Mah zor Vitry 

are currently extant . According to the Encyclopedia Jur ~ica, 

four different manuscripts of this wor k are available . 2 These 

lsee Conclusion, pp. J14- J20 
2Ernst Goldschmidt, "Mahzor Vitry,•• Encyclopedi a Judaica , 

Vol ume 11 , p.737 
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include an edition which was published by S . Hurwitz. (1889, 

1923), from the London manuscript. (Margolioth, Cat. no. 655) . 

This document is said to reflect the status of the Mahzor Vitry 

in the 1Jth and 14th centuries , and contai ns material added by 

Isaac b . Durbal , and extracts from a work by Baruch b. Isaac 

entitled Sefer ha- Terumah. The Oxford manuscript , found in the 

Bodleian Library, Ms . Opp. 59 , supposedly contains units of 

material which are unrelated to the original manuscript . The 

Reggio manuscript, now housed in the Rare Book Room of the 

Jewish Theological Seminary of America , though not s pecifically 

dated , is apparently the most original of the manuscripts. 

Another version is the Parma manuscript (B . Pal . 25?4). The 

published edition of Siddur Rashi was edited by Solomon Buber 

in 1911. The current edition of Sefer HaPardes is taken from 

t he Constantinople manuscript of 1807 , edi ted by H. L. 

Ehrenreich in 1924. 

In the following chapters , I will compare a por tion of the 

Hurwitz and Reggio editions of the lt'lahzor Vi try, and the 

published editions of Siddur Rashi and Sefer Ha.Pardes . In 

t his way I will attempt to ascertain whether these manuscri pts 

were compiled by members of the so- called "School of Rashi," 

or whether they were a r r anged by individuals who had little 

or no connection with each ot her. I will a lso try to determi ne 

if any of these texts w~s in any way dependent on any of the 

other manuscripts . In this way it wil l be possible to test t he 

validity .of t he theor y that the close-knit group of disciples 

who comprised t he "School of Rashi~ was r esponsible for these 



three works, and to answer a related question. why in any case 

three separate books dealing with much of the s ame subject 

matter were compiled around the same time in the s ame general 

loca t i on. 

The section of the text which I have chosen to compare 

comprises the entire introductory chapter of Siddur Rashi, 

and over half of the introductory chapter in the Mahzor Vit~~. 

In SefAr HaPardes. a significant portion of the text is scattered 

in a series of consecutive chapters, po inting up an important 

distinction between Sefer HaPardes and the other two works. 

This chapter was also chosen because it deals with the 

basic rubrics of the daily worship service. a s well as the 

blessings before and after meals. It was thought t o be more 

important to analyze a chapter which concerned itself with 

basic l i turgical elements, than wi th a chapter on the l aws 

r elating to a specific holiday or ri tual practice. 

The chapters of this thesis are arranged in the following 

order . Chaptar 2 is a presentation of the texts themselves. 

Chapter J i s an analysi s of the comp"trison bet we en the two 

manuscripts of the Mahzor Vitry. In Chapter 4 , t he text of 

Siddur Rashi is compared with the Reggio and Hurwitz documents. 

Chapter 5 analyzes tne rela tionship between the text of Sefer 

HaPardes and the other three manuscripts. In Chapter 6 , the 

tables of contents of SiCjur Rashi, Sefer HaPardes and the 

Hurwitz edi tion of the Mahzor Vi t ry are compared a~d analyzed . 

Chapter 7 contains the conclusions which can ~e made based on 

the information a cquired in Chapters 2-6. 



CHAPTER 2i THE MANUSCRIPTS 

The fo l lowing textual presentation has been compiled 

from the Reggio manuscript of the wahzor Vitry, pages lb- 12, 

the tturwitz edition of the ~or Vitry, pages 4 -43 , the 

Buber edition of Siddur Rashi , pages 3- 64, and the Ehrenreich 

edition of Sefer HaPardes , pages .:>e-6tc,tr-')c - .le,~-t.:>4ep.,, 

I•~ -n;n, j:>(••.::>e••18~ c3? ,nai\ ~~, a'.>i»f• l.)f ,tar,11~. It contains 

a comparison of the Reggio manuscript of the Mahzor Vitry, 

(which is written out in full a t the top of the page) , with 

each of the other three texts . The f i rst set of footnotes , 

designated by the letters <-I• 1111-i>).,.µ and the corresponding 

page number, is a comparison of the Reggio manuscript a~d the 

Hurwitz edition of the Mahzor Vitry. The second set of 

footnotes , designated by the letters -1•0 and the corresponding 

page number , is a comparison of the Reggio manuscript of the 

Mahzor Vitry and Siddur Rashi . The third set of footnotes , 

deoignated by the letters •#~ , O and the corresponding page 

number, is a co~parison of the ~eggio manuscript and Sefer 

HaPardes . Due to the poor condition of ~he first page of the 

Reggio manuscript, the presentation begins in the middle of the 

second side of the first page 1J f the manuscri pt . 

Methods Used to Indicate Variant s 

Each line of the Reggio manuscri pt i s numbered along the 

right- hand margin. In each set of footnotes, 'the number of the 

l ine which conta ins the word or phrase to whic~ ~he var i ant 

corresponds , appears first . Then the word or phrase us ad in 
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the Reggio manuscri pt for wh ich there is a variation , is l isted, 

followed by a col on ( a) . I f the text citation is longer t han 

three words , the first and l ast words are generally cited 

( axxx • •• xxx) r eading f r om right to l eft . The variant fol lows 

the colon. A ver tical line ( l ) is used to separate one l emma 

from the other . Any word or phrase which appears in the Reggio 

manuscript but not in the text to which it is being compared is 

i ndi cated by the Hebrew letter het ( n ). Any word or phrase 

w~ich does not appear i n the Reggio manuscript but is incl uded 

in the text to wh ich it is being compared is indica ted by the 

Hebrew letter ~ ( l ) , followed ·oy the additional wor ds . 

Whenev er an addition is i nd i cated , the text word in the Reggio 

manuscri pt which precedes the addition is cited ~efore the 

col on. Whenever an editor made a correction in the text to 

which the Regg i o manuscript is being compared or when a word 

in the Reggio manuscript was unclea r and I guessed at what it 

should be, the word or phr a se is enclosed by two slanted lines , 

(/ • •• /) . When an editor felt that a word in h is text was 

incorrect , he placed it in parentheses , (( • . • )). After all 

of the lemmas were given for a pa rticular line of the text , 

a number appears indicating the beginni ng of the series of 

lemmas for the next line of t ext . 
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CHAPTER )a COMPARISON OF THE REGGIO AND HURWITZ MANUSCRIPTS 

In order to analyze the Reggio and Hurwitz manuscripts 

of the Mahzor Vitry, I quantified the following data , the 

number of times there were variant spellings of the same word, 

how many times a word was written in the~ form in one 
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text and the malay form in the other, the number of times a 

word appeared in Hebrew in one text and Aramaic in the other, 

how often synonyms appeared, how often there was a different 

word order, how often there were minor additions and deletions 

in one manuscript or the other other, how many times completely 

different words or phrases paralleled each other, and how many 

times there were variant grammatical forms of the same word or 

phrase. In addition , I listed the places where there were 

major additions or deletions in one text or the other . In 

these ways I attempted to ascertain the extent to which the 

two texts are parallel a:,d if they contain significantly 

different material . 

The results of this comparison demonstrated that, despite 

the large number of variations between the two texts and the 

major differences which occur in certain sections, their 

contents are bas~cally the same. ThP. inconsistent nature of 

the variations revealed that neither text could be characterized 

as being di stinct from the other in any important way. 

Some generalizations can be made as to specific stylistic 

aifferences between the two texts. There were 714 occasions on 

which the same words were spelled differently in the two documents. 

Of these , the word was ab~reviated in the Reggio manuscript and 

, 



written out in its full form in the Hurwitz edition 54 times. 

In h08 instances, the word was written in abbreviated form in 

the Hurwitz.edition whereas it appeared in its full form in 
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the Reggio text . It can therefore be concluded that the styles 

of the two versions differ in that in the Reggio version the 

words tend to be written out in their full form, whereas in 

the Hurwitz manuscript words are often abbreviated . 

As far as determining whether one text consistently 

favored Hebrew or Aramaic, the results were far less conclusive . 

Though there were 40 occasions on which the Hurwitz edition 

used the Hebrew form of a word when in the Reggio manuscript 

the word appeared in Aramaic , there were 26 occasions on which 

the reverse was true . By comparing the length of t he texts 

under consideration with the number of times a word appeared 

in each language, it must be concluded ~ha t neither text 

leaned more toward the use of one language or the other. 

In 153 instances , synonyms appeared in the two documents . 

Many of these synonyms were for words for God, -as it is wri tten , " 

and " time. " Here again , there were no consistent differences . 

Therefore, no conclusion can be drawn concerning word usage. 

Similarly inconclusive are the results for differences 

in grammatical forms . There were 959 pl aces where diff erent 

verb forms , noun forms, adjectives and prepositions were used 

by the twr manuscripts . Though more often than not the more 

grammatically correct form would appear in the Hurwitz edition , 

in a large number of instances the reverse was true . For th i s 

reason it must be said that neither version of the Mahzor Vitry 
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is more precise in terms of grammar. 

In 66 instances, totally different words were used in 

the two versions . In many cases, the difference can be 

accounted for by the mispelling of a word in one text , 

). Here again , it can not 
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be said that one text appears to be core accurate than the 

other. Both contain words which were ooviously scribal errors . 

There were also a few places in which the different wora or 

phrase may not have been due to scribal error but to a different 

tradition, {,t1•l> .NIJ~ ~•Ur, ~"4):(r.:,). Though these variations 

are significant, they appear only on a few isolated occasions. 

As far as different word orders is concerned , variations 

occurred only in a statistically insignificant 17 cases . Once 

again we note how similar the two t2xts are. 

The last major category of comparison is that of additions 

and deletions. Li ttle can be said concerning the nature of 

the minor additions to and deletions from the two works except 

perhaps to surmise that the missing words or phrases may 

frequ&ntly be due ~o scribal err or, alternatively one editor 

assumed that the reader would understand a quotation or a 

sentence without including all of the words while the other 

editor disagreed. The editorial decisions need not have been 

at the advanced level of those who compiled or copied our final 

mamascripts th1,mselves. I shall later that original editors 

had before them independent works on this or that halakhah or 

sets of halakhoi; , modules of material, so to speak , and that 

it is such copied modules which constitute t he building bl ocks 
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of our f inal texts . Though al l three authors saw at least 

some common building blocks , it is not clear t hat they all 

saw the same manuscripts of them. Thus the textual variations 

may go back to an earlier stage of alternative recensions of 

the original modules . On t he other hand we are here comparing 

not two separate works but two vers ions of one work so the 

l atter alternative , though possible , i s unli ke l y. It would 

presuppose a scribe correcting , as it were , his received text 

of Mahzor Vitry on the basis of having before him both that 

r.lahzor Vitr y text and an a l ternative module with differing 

readings which he , r ecognizing the module as ear lier and thus 

more "authentic , " preferred . 

One consistent addition in the Hurwitz edition is the 

citing of biblical passages. Whereas the Reggio manuscript 

never mentions the specific source of a quotation, Hurwitz 

frequently cites each passage of the biblical locus by book 

and chapter . The fact that there were 602 minor secti ons of 

the Hurwitz edition which are not found in the Reggio text 

as opposed to 487 words or phrases i n the Reggio version which 

are not found in Hurwitz , indicates that the Hurwitz edition 

is a slightly more complete text. 

Thes e data must be considered along with the fact that 

there are 19 major s ections, (i.e., a sentence or paragraph) , 

wh ch arP not included in the Hurwi tz edition. Of these , 9 

of the 19 sections not includ~d in the Hurwitz text were also 

missing from Siddur Rashi . Of the 14 major s ections not 

included in the Hurwit z edition , five were a lso missing i n 
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Siddur Rashi. Three of these five sections were a lso excluded 

from Sefer HaPardes . All together , there are 10 sections of 

material i n the Hurwitz edi tion and nine sections of material 

in the Reggio manuscript which are not found in any of the 

other three texts . This indicates t hat neither Mahzor Vitr y 

text can be said to contain significantly more unique material 

than the other. Again , we have evidence that no s i ngle book 

was the basis for the others . They a re all , as it were , 

collections of modular material which share a grea t deal given 

the f act that common concerns of a given time and place tend 

to generate a plethora of modules on certa i n topics , and to 

omit others. We shall return to a consideration of these 

concerns in a later chapter. 

"nother observation regarding the major sections found 

in the two texts is that these a r e often clustered around 

specific subjects . For example, on pages 141, 142 , :ind 14 4, 

there a re major additions in the Hurwitz manuscript concerning 

the prayers in the t ' f ilah, and the conditions under which 

one must pray in a minyan. On pages 172, 178, 179, 180, 182, 

and 184, material which is unique to one text or the other 

i s found conceroi ng the laws of r eciting prayers at a meal. 

The same principle also applies to pages 222, 223, and 226, 

regarding discussions as to when prayers should be recit ed 

dur~ng a ~eal.i From these data it can be concluded th~t 

ther e are certain parts of the two texts which were subject 

to greater variations than other parts . Presumably, the 

modules available to t he ~uthors varied. 
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A number of conclusions can be orawn from the comparison 

of these two texts. First of all , there are no significant 

consistent differences between the Hurwitz edition and the 

Reggio manuscript . Aside from the fact that words tend to be 

wri t ten out in a more complete form in the Reggio manuscript 

and that biblical references are consistently given in the 

Hurwitz edition whereas they do not appear at all in the Reggio 

manuscr ipt , t he many differences between the two texts seem 

to be inconsequential in nature , and rando~ in their occurrence . 

The fact that there are so many grammatical differences and 

minor deletions from each text i ndicates that both texts are 

incomplete and, to a degree, corrupt from the perspective of 

there existing s ome hypothetical "perfect" original text. 

On the other hand no such original corpus need be postulated 

if we assume a modular model of composition, as is being argued 

here . In theory, each text may be equally true even 

totally in agreement with -- the ~odules preferred by the 

original scribe . Only the modules differed. 

The l arge number of deletions and variations of both a 

major and minor nature appearing on each of the pages s urveyed 

indicates that the wording of the texts is seldom identical 

for more than a sentence at a time. Despite these differences , 

however. it must also be stated that each text consistently 

covers t he same subject matter in roughly the same manner . 

The Reggio manuscript and the Hurwitz edi tion of the 

Mahzor Vitry are two different versions of the s ame material. 

Having been copied again 3~d again over the centuries, a~d 
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having fallen into the hands of numerous editors, it is not 

surprising that the texts would vary somewhat in form and 

content. There can be no doubt, however , that both documents 

originated from the same raw material. 

It appears that this raw material was not one sustained 
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and self- sufficient "book" such as a modern author would 

produce, but a series of halakhic modules which the author 

collected . Our manuscript variations , therefore, may reflect 

not only the usual scribal error, but actual scribal preference 

f or an independent module which he recogni zed as more 

authoritative than the completed text before hi m and which he 

therefore used to emend the latter . If so, in a sense neither 

manuscript is older, more original or more valid as a witness . 

30th may be secondary accounts of older modul ar materials . 

Therefore, a "true" reading must be determined on the basis 

of an ad hoc judgement in each instance as to the probable 

validity of the reading contained in the specific module under 

discussion . This comparison of the two Mahzor Vitr y manuscripts 

has turned up no consistent grounds for preference. 

-



CHAPTER 41 COMPARISON OF SIDDUR RASHI AND THE TWO 
MAHZOR VITRY EDITIONS 

In order to analyze how the first sec~ion of Siddur Rashi 

compares to both the Reggio and Hurwitz texts of Mahzor Vitry. 

I used basically the same categories of comparison as in 

Chapter J. These categories included differences in t he 

spelling of the same word, how often synonyms appeared , the 

number of times a different word order was used , how often 

completely different words were substituted, the number of 

occasions on which vari ant grammatical forms appeared, and 

the frequency of minor additions to or deleti ons from the 

text . I also listed the places where major additions or 

deletions or.curred. With this system, I surveyed the first 

100 pages of Chapter 2 to determine how closely Siddur Rashi 

parallels the Mahzor Vitry documents and to see whether two 

of the three texts are more closely all i gned. 

The results of this comparison indicated that , with few 

exceptions, Si ddur Rasni closely parallels the two Mahzor 

Vitry texts . It also demonstrated that t he Siddur Rashi 

manuscri pt is more diss imilar from the two Mahzor Vitry texts 

than the Reggio and Hurwitz texts are from each other . 

These conclusions were the most clearly delineated in 

the comparison of t he spelling of words. All in all , there 

wee 557 instances in which one of the three texts listed a 

variant spelling of a word. Of these , 310 words were spelled 

the same way in t he two Mahzor Vitry edit i ons but differently 

in Siddur Rashi. The only consistent spelling change in t his 

-
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category included a change in the spP.lling of Adonai from '' 

in the Mahzor Vi try texts to 1
•-, in Siddur Rashi . In lJl 

cases, Siddur Rashi agreed with the Hurwitz edition. In 

this comparison, Siddur Rashi is far more different from the 

two versions of the Mahzor Vitry than the two Mllhzor Vitry 

editions are from each other, or than the Siddur Rashi text 

is f rom either of the two Mahzor Vitry texts individually. 

The same results were found in the survey of the 

differences in the grammatical forms of words and phrases. 

Of the 501 cases of differing grammatical styl es among the 

three manuscripts , 257 of them were instances in which the 

two Mahzor Vitry t exts agreed with each other but differed 

from Siddur Rashi . In 142 instances , Siddur Ras hi agieed 

with the Hurwitz edition and disagreed with the Reggio . In 

104 instances , Siddur Rashi agreed with the Reggio and 

disagreed with the Hurwitz. In this survey, Siddur Rashi 

appeared to be slightly more similar to the Reggio manuscript 

than the Hurwitz edition . 

The number of times that completely different words or 

synonyms appeared in the various texts also indicated that 

~here were significantly more occasions on which the two 

Mahzor Vitry texts agreed and Siddur Rashi differed than 

times in which one of the Mahzor Vitry t exts agreed with 

Sid •ur Rashi and disagreed with the other Mahzor Vitry text. 

In 21 instances , a totally different word appears in Siddur 

~ than is in the two versions of the Mahzor Vitry. In 

14 cases, Siddur Rashi and the Regg io manuscript disagreed 
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with the Hurwitz edition. I n 13 cases, the word in the Reggio 

manuscript totally disagreed with the word found in Siddur 

~ and the Hurwitz manuscript. In 27 cases , a synonym for 

the word used in the two versions of Mahzor Vitry is found 

in Siddur Rashi . On 19 occasions, a Sj'!lonym for the word 

used in Siddur Rashi and the Reggio manuscript is found in 

the Hurwitz edition. In 16 cases, a synonym for the word used 

in Siddur Rashi and the Hurwitz edition is used in the Reggio 

manuscript . These two comparisons confirm the fact that 

Siddur Rashi differs from the two Mahzor Vitry manuscripts 

more than they differ from each other . They also show that 

Siddur Rashi is to a small degree more similar to the Reggio 

manuscript than it is to the Hurwitz edition. 

The results were more striking in the comparison of 

which text had the same minor omiss ions as Siddur Rashi. 

In the clear majority of cases , (95), Siddur Rashi agreed 
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with the Reggio manuscript and disagreed with the Hurwitz 

edit ion. In 76 instances , Siddur Rashi agreed with the Hurwitz 

text and disagreed with the Reggio manuscript . On 57 occasions, 

the two Mahzor Vitry texts presented material which was not 

found in Siddur Rashi. In thi~ comparison, it appears that 

Siddur Rashi is significantly closer to the Reggio manuscript , 

(95 instances), than it i s to the Hurwitz edition, (76 instances) . 

The que •tion i5 whether the r atio of 95176 is statistically 

significant, especially given the r esults of the other 

comparisons. If so, and if we ignore the other comparisons, 

we would have to conclude tha t the Reggio manuscript and our 
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printed text of Siddur Rashi are somehow directly interdependent, 

the latter perhaps being a shortened version of the former. 

On the other hand, we would then wGnder why no such inter

dependence is displayed generally throughout our comparisons . 

Given the inconclusive nature of the other comparisons , then, 

t he fact that Siddur Rashi is not demonstrably more similar 

to the Reggio manuscript , we may decide that the 95176 ratio 

here is not determinative in terms of linking Siddur Rashi 

to the Reggio manuscript rather than to the Hurwitz. This 

conclusion becomes more probable as we proceed. We shall 

see later for example that in terms of major deletions , Siddur 

Rashi favored Reggio and Hurwitz equally siding with each 

exactly 5°-' of the time. 

In comparing the extent to which the manuscripts agreed 

in terms of which text had the same minor additions as Siddur 

Rashi , the results were different once again. As was the 

case with most of ~he comparisons made of the three texts , 

there were far more instances in which the Mahzor Vi try texts 

agreed witn each other and differed from Siddur Rashi, than 

t here were of Siddur Rashi agreeing with one Mahzor Vitry 

text or t he oth6~. On 197 occasions, Siddur Rashi added 

material not found in either Mahzor Vitry text, whereas in 

91 cases Siddur Rashi and the Reggio manuscript included 

m~terial not found in the Hurwitz edition, and in BJ cases, 

Siddur Rashi and the nurwitz edition included words or phrases 

not found in the Reggio manuscript. In this survey, the 

differences between the number of times in which each 



Mahzor Vitry text differed from the other is negligible, 

indicating once again the greater s i mi l arity between the two 

Mahzor Vitry texts . 

The results of the comparisons of which manuscripts 
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added and deleted major sections of the text were di fferent 

again. In 8 cases , Siddur Rashi lacked the same material which 

was missing from the Hurwitz edi t i on , but included in the 

Reggi o manuscript . In 8 instances, Siddur Rashi and the 

Reggio manuscri pt lacked the same information which was found 

in the Hurwitz edition. On only three occasi ons did Siddur 

Rashi fai l to i nclude significant sections which were found 

in both versions of Mahzor Vitry. The survey of wh i ch texts 

added signifi cant secti ons of material demonst~ated tha t there 

were 12 instances in which mater ial was present in Siddur 

~ but absent in both Mahzor Vi try texts , and that there 

were 12 other instances in which material was i ncluded only 

in the Reggio manuscript . I n only two cases was significant 

information not included in the Hurwitz edition. 

In looking through the pages on which the major 

variations between the texts occurs, certain patterns can be 

found , revealing the fact that differ ent secti ons of the t ext 

were sub ject to a grea ter degree of variat ion t han others . 

For example , between pages 6 and 17, when the text discusses 

which blessings a person must recite in his daily regimen of 

prayers , the order in wh i ch they should be recited, and at 

what time they should be recited, there are five places in 

which Siddur Rashj and the Hurwitz manuscript both di sagree 



with the Reggio manuscript through significant additi ons or 

deletions . Prom page 59 through page 61, 1J lines of text 

in both versions of the Mahzor Vitry dealing with the reasons 

·.vhy the Ten Commandments are not included in the Shema and 

the reasons why the paragraph on the monition of the tzitzit 

is included in the Shema is missing from Siddur Rashi . On 

pages 142 and 144, significant passages , (descr ibed in the 

previ ous chapter) , are included in t he Hurwi tz edition which 

are f ound neither in the Reggio versi on nor i n Siddur Rashi . 

On pages 186, 189, and 192 , there are relat i vely sm'lll but 

significant pRssages included in Siddur Rashi whi ch :u-e not 

L'-1 either of the two Mahzor Vitry texts, dealing wi th which 

secti o:1s of the Birkat Hamazon may be recited when different 

numoers of people a r e present ~ta meal. On pages 271 , 272, 

and 27) , the Reggio manuscript adds material found ~n neither 

the Hurwitz edi tion nor Siddur Pashi concer~ing the l aws 

about the recitation of prayers during Minhah and Musaf . 
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Perhaps no absolute conclusions can be drawn concerning 

the relationship between Siddur Rashi , the Reggio manuscript 

and the Hurwitz edition. But a working hypothesis might be 

that a l l thr ee t~xts must have originated from similar modular 

sources. As they were recopied, moreover, different edi tors 

alter ed the texts in minor ways ei ther on their own initiative, 

ir by favoring alternative modular sources before them. It 

i s clear , however , that none of these three vers i ons is an 

exact dupl i cation of the other. None of these versi ons can 

be a ssumed to be an expansion or abridgement of another . 



Siddur Rashi is simply not a shortened version of Mahzor 

Vitry; nor the other way a r ound. 
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CHAPTER 5, COMPARISON OF SEFER HAPAiIDES , SIDDUR RASHI , 
AND THE TWO MAHZOR VITRY EDITIONS 

In order to compare Sefer HaPardes wi th the other three 

texts, I isolated those pages in Chapter 2 which paralleled 

sec~ions of Sefer HaP§rdes . There were 85 such pages 

scattered throughout t he text. I divi ded these pages into 

the 10 groupings in which they appeared. I compared the 

word forms . the grammar , the synonyms, and the additions and 

omissions of Sefer HaPardes with those in the two Mahzor 

Vitry texts and Siddur Rashi in nine of the ten groupings . 
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In the final grouping of pages, I noted any significant 

sections of text which Sefer HaPardes added to the other texts, 

or s ections which were found in the other texts, but not in 

Sefer HaPardes . 

The results of this comparison are per fectly congruent 

with conclusions stated thus fa~. All of the texts are 

similar to each other, but none is significantly more s imilar 

to one vers i on than another . Relatively speaking, however, 

on a general level Sefer HaPardes differed more often from 

the other three texts , t han any one of t he other texts differed 

with each other. 

In terms of the form in which words were presented , 

(whether they appeared in a malay or~ form, or whether 

they were spelled differently) , it was most often the case 

that Sefer HaPardes agreed with Siddur Rashi but differed from 

both Mahzor Vit ry manuscripts. What a ccounted for the 

similarities bet·veen these two particular texts was that 



unlike the Mahzor Vitry texts , neither text abbreviated words 

such as 11'~, and that both texts spelled the word Adon.al 

with a hay instead of with two yuds . I n 51 cases,~ 

HaPardes agreed with Siddur Rashi and differed from the other 

texts. I n 22 instances , Sefer HaPardes agreed with Siddur 

Ras hi and the Hurwitz edition, but differed with the Reggio 

manuscript . On 20 occasions , Siddur Rashi and the Mahzor 

Vitry manuscripts agreed with each other, but differed with 

Sefer HaPardes. In 12 cases, Sefer HaPardes agreed with t he 

two Mahzor Vitry editions a.~d differed with Siadur Rashi . 

Seven times.Sefer HaPardes agreed with the Reggio manuscript 

alone. In five instances , Sefer HaPardes agreed on ly with 

t~e Hurwitz edition . There were two occasic~s on which all 

f our texts dif fered from each other. 

The results of the survey of which texts used different 

grammatical forms of the same word were very different . This 

comparison showed that there were far more occasions on which 

~11 t~e texts except Sefer HaPardes agreed , than occasions 

on which Sefer HaPardes agreed with any of tne other texts. 

In 72 instanc<:s , Siddur Rashi agreed wi th the two Mahzor 

Vitry texts but differed with Sefer naPardes. In 34 cases , 

Sefer HaPardes agreed with Siddur Rashi and the Hurwitz 

edi t ion but disagreed with the Reggio manuscript. Mfil: 

HaPardes agreed wi th Siddur Rashi 31 times . On 12 occasions , 

Sefer HaPardes agreed with the Reggio text and Siddur Rashi , 

but differed from the Hurwitz edi tion. There were 11 words 

which appeared in va r ying grammatica l forms in all fo1.u· 
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versions. In eight ca ses, ~efer HaPardes agreed with the 

Reggio manuscript alone. In seven instances , Sefer HaPardes 

concurred with the two Mahzor Vitry editions , but not wit h 

Siddur Rashi . On three occasions, Sefer HaPardes agreed with 

the Hurwitz edition a lone. 

In the comparison of words whose meaning differed 

substantially in diff erent texts , I found that in 10 cases 

the Mahzor Vitry and Siddur Rashi texts would differ with 

Sefer HaPardes. In three instances, Sefer HaPardes agreed 

with Siddu.r Rashi and the Hurwitz edition. On two occasions , 

Sefer HaPardes agreed only with Siddur Rashi . 
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Very similar results were found in the survey of synonyms. 

In 10 cases , Sefer HaPardes used a synonym t~ the word which 

appeared in the Mahzor Vitry texts and Siddur Rashi . In 

five i nstances , Sefer HaPardes agreed with the Hurwitz 

editi on and Siddur Rashi. On three occasions each, Sefer 

HaPardes agreed with Siddur Rashi alone, and Siddur Rashi 

and the Reggio manuscript alone . Twice , Sefer HaPardes 

agreed wi~h both M8hzor Vitry texts and differed with 

Siddur Rashi . 

In the surveys of how Sefer HaPardes compared t o the 

other texts in terms of words or phras~s which it may have 

omitted or added , it appears that i n the ma j or i ty of cases, 

S1ddur Rashl and Ma hzor Vitry agree with each other and differ 

from Sefer HaPardes. In J? cases, Sefer HaPardes omitted minor 

parts of the text which were found in the three ot her 

manuscripts. I n 26 instances, Sefer HaPardes agreed with the 



two Mahzor Vi try manuscripts , but not Siddur Rashi . On 19 

occasions, Sefer HaPardes omitted the same material as the 

Reggio manuscript and Siddur Rashi. The same words or 

phrases which were omitted in Sefer HaPardes were also omitt ed 

from the Hurwitz edition and Siddur Rashi on 17 occasions. 

There were 10 t i mes when the Reggio manuscript omitted the 

same material as Sefer HaPardes, and nine times when the 
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Hurwitz manuscript omitted the same material as Sefer HaPardes. 

On only e ight occasions did Sefer HaPardes agree with Siddur 

Rashi alone . 

The results were more striking in the comparison of 

which texts added the same words or phrases as Sefer HaPardes. 

In 72 instances, Sefer HaPardes added informati on not found 

in any of the other three manuscripts. In 24 cases , it 

added the same portions of text a s both the Hurwitz edition 

and Siddur Rashi. There were 20 places where Sefer HaPardes 

agreed only with Siddur Rashi. On 17 occasions, Sefer 

HaPardes added the same material as the Hurwitz edition and 

Siddur Ra~hi. Both Mahzor Vitry texts concurred with Sefer 

HaPardes eight times. On three occasions Sefer HaPardes 

agreed with the H,.ll'Witz editi on only. On one occasion, 

Sefer HaF~rdes agreed wi th the Reggio manuscript . 

It can be concluded from t his information e i ther that 

t he original editor of Sefer HaPardes used recensions of 

modules which diff erej in a more substantial way from the 

other recensions , or that later redactors changed the text 

based on a more uni que version of the module , or as a way of 
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making the text suit their specific heeds. 

The major additions and omissions which occurred in 

Sefer Ha?ardes were almost always unique to that manuscript . 

In 11 instances , major sections which were not found in Sefer 

Ha?ardes appeared in the three other texts . There were only 

three occ3sions on which the Hurwitz edition and Siddur Rashi 

agreed wi th Sefer HaPardes , and one occasion on which Sefer 

HaPardes agreed with the Reggio manuscript and Siddur Rashi . 

The results of the compari son of the major addi tions to the 

text were even more dramatic. In 13 places , major sections 

which appeared in Sefer HaPardes did not appear in any of the 

other three manuscripts . In one case , a m~jor secti on of text 

corresponded to that found in Siddur Rashi . In another 

instance , a portion of the text found in Sefer HaPardes was 

also included in both the Hurwitz edition and Siddur Rashi . 

These results are further proof that the editor and/or later 

redactors of Sefer HaPardes used very different versions of 

the same modules, or intersper sed modules whi ch were unknown 

or w,need~d by the editors of the other texts. 

Though major additi ons and/or omissions apoeared in 

all of the 10 groupings of pages in which Sefer HaPardes 

appeared , the extent to which Sefer HaFardes was unique from 

the other texts varied from secti on to section . The largest 

~umber of major text variations a ppeared in pages 80- 90. I n 

this one s ection, hav:ng to do with the recitation of the 

~ prayer, there are two major omissions and f i ve major 

addit i ons , ( one of which is over a page lont) , which appear 
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only in Sefer HaPardes . In the section of Sefer HaPardes 

which appears on pages 14- 18 , there are four places in which 

major omissions occur , and one place where there is a major 

addition . all of whi ch are unique to this manuscript . In 

contrast to these large numbers of major variations , in the 

u5 pages of text between pages 221 and 265 . there are only 

six plar.es where major additions or omissions occur involvi ng 

Sefer HaPardes. f our of which also appear in one or more of 

the oth~r manuscr i pts . I n the section between pages 130 and 

1)2 , there are no s i gn i ficant variati ons rela ting t o Sefer 

HaPardes . Once again. it is apparent that certain halakhot 

were subject to greater vari a tion than others , based either 

on the nature of the origina l module used or later r evisions. 

When seen as a whole. a distinct pattern emer ges as to 

the degree of similar i ty between the vari ous texts . There 

were a total of 245 instances i~ which Sefer HaPardes 

disagreed with the word. phrase , or ma jor section wh i ch 

appe:u-ed i n the ot her three texts. In sharp con trast . there 

are 116 cases where Sefer HaPardes agreed onl y wi th Siddur 

Rashi . Tn 109 places , Sefer HaPardes agreed wi th the Reggi o 

manuscript . In a t otal of 6) instances . Sefer HaPardes 

agreed with the Reggio :md Siddur Rash1 . On 55 occas i ons . 

Sefer H'l.?ardes agreed with both manuscri pts of t he Mahzor 

Vit ry . but not with Siddur Rashi. I n 26 inst~ces . Sefer 

HaP~rdes agreed only wi th the Hurwit z edition. There were 

16 places where all four manuscripts disagreed with 

each other. 
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I t can thus be concluded that Sefer HaPardes differs 

more significantl y from the other three manuscripts t han any 

of those manuscripts differ from each other. This is fur t her 

supported by the fact that sections of the Sefer HaPardes 

text only paralleled the other texts on 85 out of 277 pages . 

In addition , the paral l e l sections found on these pages appear 

under different chapter headings in Sefer HaPardes , while 

they all appear as part of the first section of the other 

three documents . Despite the l arge number of variation$, 

however , the similar ities between the basic contents of the 

sections of Sefer HaPardes which parallel the other t hree 

texts indicates that these sections of Sefer HaPar des must 

have had s i milar origins as those sections of the M~hzor 

Vi try and Siddur Rashi. What we can not know for sure , is 

the degree to which the original modules used by the editor 

of Sefer HaPardes agreed with those u~ed by the editors of 

the other texts , and the extent to which l a ter editors of 

Sefer HaPardes changed the text based on different recensions 

of the same halakhot . The significant finding in this 

comparison , however , is that a module of material could be 

as small as eight or ten lines of text , or as large as an 

entire chapter. 
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CHAPTER 6 1 TABLES OF CONTEiiTS 

The comparison of the tables of contents of the Mahzor 

Vitry, (the Hurwitz edition) , Siddur Rashi and Sefer HaPardes 

provides a broader pic~ure of the similarities and differences 

betwe~n the three works . ?rom Table 1, a comparison of the 

table of contents of the Mahzor Vitry with the order in which 

parallel subject headings appear in Siddur Rashi , ( 10) and 

Sefer HaPardes , ( ~o) , a number of interesting observations 

arise. 

First of all , of the 44 chapters in the Mahzor Vitry, 

there are 15 parallel chapters in Siddur ~ashi1 and 19 

?arallel chapters in Sefer HaPardes ; parallel meaning that 

these chapters contain sub ject matter deali ng with the same 

~eneral topic . Moreover , 10 chapter headings appear in 

all three works . We should note a pattern by which parallel 

material is arranged in all three books. For example , the 

chapters on Hannukah , Purim and Tisha B' Av are the 10th , 11th 

and 12th cha? ters in Mahzor Vitry. The same chapters in 

Sefer HaPardes appear as chapters 40, 41 and 42 respectively. 

In Siddur Rashi , the chapters on Hannukah and Purim are 

chapters 7 and 8 . Even more parallel are the chapters 

deal ing with Rosh Hashanah, Yorn Kippur and Sukkot. In the 

Mahzor Vitry these chapters a re ordered 18 , 19 and 20, while 

in Siddur Rashi they appear as 4 , 5 and 6 , and in Sefer 

HaPardes as J6 , 37 a nd J8 . Another such similarity occurs 

1This includes the very first section of the two books , much 
of which appears in Chapter 2 of this thesis , a nd is untitled . 
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with the chapters on tzitzit, t'fillin and m'zuzah. In 

the Mahzor Yltry these are chapters JO , 31 and J2. In 

Sefer HaPardes they appear as chapters 2 , J and 4. In 

Siddur Rashi, the section on tzitzit is chapter 10 , a nd t he 

section on m'zuzah is chapter 11. There are two more groupings 

of chapters which are parallel in the lllahzor Vi try and Sefer 

HaPardes , but not in Siddur Rashi . The laws dealing with 

~ and Passover whi ch appear as chapters 14 and 15 in the 

Mahzor Vitry, a re listed as chapters 7 and 9 in Sefer HaPardes. 

The laws dealing with sh ' hitah and treyfut which are chapters 

40 and 42 in the Mahzor Vitry, appear as chapters 26, 27 and 

28 in Sefer HaPardes. 

That there are a significant number of sub jects in Siddur 

Rashi and Sefer HaPardes which are covered also in the 

Mahzor Vitry, should not surprise us . But the common 

patterning suggests that the compilers had access to independent 

preexistent modules of material dea ling with certain specific 

areas of law which correlated with communal need . The fact 

that there are three groupings of 2 or 3 chapters which appear 

consecutivel y in a ll three books, while the books as a whole 

do not follow a common order of topics indicates further that 

certain groupings of material on different subjects already 

existed and could be copied independently b y the authors of 

all three compilations. 

Is any one book the original of the others in that the 

other two editors knew of it as a completed volume and drew 

f rom it? We may arrive at an answer to this important question 



by comparing the contents of each book against the other two. 

Thus , there is an even greater similarity between the order 

of the chapters on certain holidays between Siddur Rashi 

and Sefer HaPardes , than there is between these two works 

and Mahzor Vitry. Chapters on Rosh Hashanah , Yorn Kippur, 

Sukkot , Hannukah, Purim and Tisha B' Av which appear as 18, 

19, 20 , 10 , 11, 12 in the Mahzor Vi try, a r e ordered 4, 5, 6, 
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7, 8 , (Tisha B' Av is not included), in Siddur Rashi, and 36, 

37, JB , 40, 41! 42 in Sefer HaPardes . The Mahzor Vi try and 

Sefer HaPardes seem to have a greater number of chapters in 

common than the Mahzor Vitry and Siddur Rashi . Proportionately, 

however, Siddur Rashi contains a greater percentage of 

chapters which are also found in the Mahzor Vitry, (15 out 

of 24) , than does Sefer HaPardes, (24 out of 51 ) . I n addition, 

the intr oductory chapter of the Mahzor Vitry corresonds much 

more closely to the first chapter in Siddur Rashi than it does 

to the var ious comparabl e s ections which appear throughout 

Sefer HaPardes . 

The results of the comparison in Table 2 reinforce the 

relationships between the three books which were r evealed in 

Table 1. The "x"'s in the column marked .J,p (r.tahzor Vitry) , 

indicate the number of chapters which not only are parallel 

in terms of s ubject matter, but also contain the s ame specific 

information . This was true in 12 of the 15 chapters which 

appeared in both books , (as well as the f i rst section of 

Mahzor Vitry and Siddur Rashi which is not listed). The 

numbers in the column marked ,ae,, 'j)-1 ? indicat e the number of 
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the chapters in Sefer HaPardes whi ch are parallel to chapters 

in Siddur Rashi and which are not found at all in the Mahzor 

Vitry . In that there a re only t hree such chapters , it can 

be concluded tha~ Siddur Rashi and Sefer HaPar des share a 

tota l of 1) chapters. With this information it can be 

concluded that the closest relationship between any sets of 

two books in terms of general contents is that of Mahzor 

)07 

Vi trv. to Siddur Rashi . Sefer HaPardes is closer to Siddur 

Rashi than i t is to ·Mahzor Vitry. But once again , the evid ence 

i ndica tes t hat while these three books parallel each other to 

a grea ter or lesser degree in terms of the nature of the 

s ubjects they cover , all of them seem to draw upon similar 

already existent independent sources of infoi'mation for the 

chapt ers which they have in common. I have called this raw 

data available to all, "modules." No single book \\ a s copied 

by any other . All authors copied the s a me , (or similar 

r ecensi ons of t he same ) , available modules. Presumably, 

out of "n" modules available, each author shared some, but 

incl uded others which may have been chosen for t heir relevance 

to l ocal communal issues, thus r esulting in different books . 

Table J indicates the chapters in Sefer HaPardes which 

conta in sections parallel to the introouctory chapter in the 

Mahzor Vitry and Sefer HaPardes . It is apparent that though 

t nese passages appear in different chapter s in Sefe r HaPardes, 

all of t he chapters except for one are i n consecut ive order . 

Th i s disti nction between Sefer HaPardes and the other t wo 

cooks is on e more indication of t he fact that Sefer HaPardes 



differs more f r om the other two books than the other t wo 

books differ from on e another . 
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CHAPTER 7• CONCLUSION 

The results of the compar ison of the Mahzor Vitry, 

Siddur Rashi , and Sefer HaPardes do not support the current 

theories concerning the relationship between e~ch of these 

three works and t heir connection with the "School of Rashi ." 

After examining these theories , it will be possible to 

demonstrat~ why the evidence seems to point to a very 

different hypothesis . 

Foremost among the theories set forth in the secondary 

litera ture is that these works were compiled by Rashi ' s 

disciples who based most or all of their texts upon Rashi ' s 

teachings. As Israel Moses Ta- Shma stat~s in his a r ticle 

•~ashi" in the Encyclopedia Judaica, 

To such an extent was he /Rashi/ regarded as a halakhic 
authority tha~ shortly after his death his responsa, 
t eachings, communications, b.nd practices were assembled 
in different collections . This literature , the 
greater part of which has survived , both published and 
in manuscript , is very ramified, and has acquired the 
general title of ' the school of Rashi .' The published 
collecti ons are a Sefer ha- Pardef••• • Sefer ha- Or ah ••• , 
Siddur Rashi •• • , Mahzor Vitry •• • 

Aron Owen , in his book Rashia His Life and Times , 

supports this theory oy stating, "Rashi ' s decisions on ritual 

matters were hel d in almost unquestioned authority which 

resulted in a definite and unusual homogeneity of r eligious 

~sage in Norther n France." 2 

A. z. Idelsohn a lso concurs. " •. • Rashi , the grea t 

· Israel Ta-Shma, "Rashi ," Encyclopedia Judaica , Vol . 13,, 
pp. 1558-1565 2Aron Owen, Rashia His Life and Times,(London; Jewish 
Religious Educational Publications) , p. 27 
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commentator of the Bible and Talmud , devoted himself likewise 

to the liturgy. His decisions and regulations were collected 

by his disciples, four compilations have been retaineda 

Mahzor Vi try ••• Siddur Rashi. •• Sefer Happardes ••• ~ 

~ ... " ) 

In his Encyclopedia Judaica article "Shemaiah of Troyes ," 

Israel Moses Ta-Shma further indicates that it was Shemaiah, 

one of Rashi 's disciples , who made his master' s materials 

accessible to the compilers of these works . "Shemaiah served 

as the main source for knowledge of Rashi ' s teaching, and his 

collec~ions were the basis of most of the extant anonymous 

books of the ' school of Rashi ,' among them, Sefer ha-pardes , 

Mahzor Vi try , S iddur Rashi , and others ." 4 

A variation of this theory is that while most of the 

material found in these books was wri tten by Rashi , 

contributions were also made by others . Solomon Zeitlin 

s~id that Sefer HaPardes , Mahzor Vitry, Siddur Rashi and 

other compilations were all attributed to Rashi . "However ," 

he stated, "not all the material contained in them was written 

by him , but was compiled by his disciples who made many 

additions of their own." 5 

Ernst Daniel Goldschmidt explained the authorship of 

r,tahzor Vi try in similar terms . 

)A . z. Idelsohn , Jewish Liturgy and its Development (N . Y.1 
Schocken, 1960) , p . 60 4Israel Ta- Shma, "Shemaiah of Troyes ," Encyclopedia Judaica, 
Vol . 14, p. 1175 

Szei tlin , Solomon , "Rashi ," American Jewish Year Book , Vol. 
5700, 1939, p • . 13~ 
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Mahzor Vitry belongs to the group of works from the school 
of Rashi (e. g., the Pardes , Safer ha- Orah, Siddur Rashi) 
which are based upon Rashi' s rulings and usages , but 
which a r e expanded with additions from other authorities , 
sometimes even discussing and cri t !cising their views , 
in order to defend those of Rashi . 

In his introduction to Siddur Rashi , Solomon Buber 

indicates that there are many passages which Rashi ' s students 

wrote down while listening to him lecture , other passages . 
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which are attributed to Rashi , and still other places where 

Rashi's name appears in one form or another. 7 The implication 

seems to be that other people contributed material to Siddur 

Rashi , though Rashi is responsible for the bulk of the contents.a 

Similarly, Hurwitz ' s introduction to the Mahzor Vitry 

st~tes that many of Rashi ' s hal akhot and respo~sa are included 

along with those of the gaonim and the g ' dole hador before 

and during the time that it was compiled. 9 

A final theory concerning the origins of these books was 

set forth ·oy Tovia Preschel in his article "Arnram Ben Sheshna" 

in the Encyclopedia Judaica . He beli eves that the liturgical 

orders which appear in all of these books are founded upon 

the liturgy of Seder Rav Amram. He writes , "The ~ 

enjoyed a very wide circulation and was extensively quoted 

by the leading scholars of Spain, Provence, France and Germany . 

I~ served as the basis for later orders of service , such as 

Sidcur Rashi , Mahzor Yitry , and especia lly the liturgy of 

l>Ernst Goldschmidt , "Mahzor Yitry," Encyclopedia Judaica , 
7 Vol. 11 , p . 7J6 
Rashi , •~-, , l.>';a7 

Bsuber , Solomon , ea ., Siddur Rashi (N . Y . 1 Meno:::-ah Institute , 
1959) , pp. 9- 11 

%urwi t z , s ., ed. , Mahzor Vitri (N . Y. , Lyons Press , 1923) , 
p . 1 
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countries which came under Babylonian influence ... l O 

Though little has been mentioned about the compilers of 

Siddur Rashi or Sefer HaPardes , other than that they were 

from the "school of Rashi ," there are many proponents of the 

theory that Simhah b . Samuel of Vitry was the edi tor of the 

Mahzor Vitry. 11 In each instance , Simhah is described either 

as being Rashi's pupil , or Rashi ' s disciple. This is another 

indication of the widespread belief that Rashi wa s responsible 

for much of the material which appears in this book. 

In terms of the relationship between the compilations 

themselves , the most popular theory seems to be that both 

the Mahzor Vitry and Sefer HaPardes are based, at least in 

part, on Siddur Rashi. In the introduction to Siddur Rashi , 

Solomon Buber states that Siddur Rashi was written before 

!,lahzor Vitry, and t hat Simhah relied heavily upon it, Buber 

continues to state that sometimes Simhah would add on to the 

contents of Siddur Rashi and that at other times he would 

correct its language, 12 

Goldschmidt agrees with this theory. 13 Though Maurice 

Lj ber does not say explicitly that the Mahzor Vitry i s 

dependent upon Siddur Rashi , he does state that Simha h 

" ••• availed himself , moreover , of the works of other pupils 

TOPreschel , Tovia , "Amram Ben Sheshna," Encyclopedia Judaica, 
ll Vol . 2, p . 892 
1loldschmidt, " Mahzor Vi try, "p, 736 
13owen, Rashi, p . 28 

Goldschmidt, "MahzorVitry,•• p . 737 
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of the master." 14 

Solomon Buber is the sole proponent of the theory that 

Sefer HaPardes is also dependent upon Siddur Rashi . He 

states that parts of Sefer HaPardes originated in Siddur Rashi , 

and that Sefer HaPardes must therefore have been ~ompiled 

after Siddur Rashi . 15 

Liber is the only one who indicat es that i~ is extPemely 

difficult to draw any conclusions concerning tne origins of 

these books cased on the nature of the manuscr i pts which are 

available to us today. Of the Mahzor Vitry he writes the 

following , 

••• this material must be used with the utmost cauti on; 
for it has come to us in a sad condi t ion , disf igured by 
t he compilers and copyis ts , who int r oduced elements from 
v~r ious s ources and different epochs . The original works 
disappeared during the persecutions and autos- da- fe which 
fo l lowed one another in France and Gerriny. The redactions 
now extant com~ from Spain and Italy. 

So the secondary literature on Rashi, the Mahzor Vitry. 

Siddur Rashi , and Sefer HaPardes appears to agree that the 

halakhot in these three works originated either with Rashi 

or his disciples , that they were all compiled by Rashi ' s 

students, and that Siddur Rashi not only preceded the other 

two books , but·was used as the basis f or their compilations. 

My comparison of the texts of the three works , however , 

ir.dic~tes clearly t hat they could not have been dependent on 

i4Liber, Maurice , Rashi ( Philadelphia, J . P. S., 1948) , 
pp. 171 - 172 

~~Buber , Siddur Rashi , pp. 51 - 52 
Liber, Rashi , p. 172 
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one another . Considering the large number of inconsistencies 

and disparities between the texts themselves and the chapters 

which comprise each work , it seems improbable that one unified 

school could have been responsible for all three of these books . 

The most lagical theory seems to be that each of these 

books was compiled independently of each other, by individuals 

who may have lived a t the time of Rashi , but h~d little or 

no contact with each other. The compilations were produced 

in the following manner . Each edi t or had before hi m a series 

of ha lakhot on a variety of topics. These modules of laws 

could range in sjze from a coupl e of halakhot dealing wi th a 

very specific subject, to an entire chapter covering a wide 

range of rit uals . It is possible that some of these modules 

may have been written or collected by Rashi himself or by one 

of his co-workers . Considering the variations between halakhot 

dealing with the same themes , however , it would seem more 

likely that each editor possessed different r ecensions of the 

same material which originated long before Rashi began to 

influence the Jews of Northern France . The fact that the 

texts are parallel to a recognizable degree would indi ca te 

that ther e were core vers ions of these ha lakhot as opposed 

t o there having been innumerable halakhot which originated 

from a variety of different sources. The disparity between 

the nature of the chapters included in the three works could 

be explained by the fact that each editor l i ved \ n a different 

community in Northern France wh i ch had different l egal needs 

and a different availability of halakhic modules. 



It is also possible t hat many of the variations between 

the texts can be accounted for by scribal errors and the 

work of later editors . A later editor may have also had a 

di fferent version of a module at his disposal, this would 

account for the variations between the different works, or 

even between the t wo manuscripts of the Mahzor Vitry. Yet 

another possibility is that a l ater editor had an independent 

module at his disposal which he included due to the changing 

needs of hi s particular community. A later editor may have 

also altered the text on his own, again based on local 

practice and local concerns. 

Due to the substantial lapse of time since the original 

co~pilation of these docume~ts , it i s impossibl e to reach any 

definitive conclusi on concerning their origins or the 

relationship between them. The evidence does suggest , 
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however , that the two versions of the Mahzor Vitry , Si ddur 

Rashi and Sefer HaPardes which have come down t o us are the 

result of the redaction of different recensi ons of some modules 

of the same material and some modules of completely di fferent 

mater i al by individuals who lived in communi ties around 

~orthern France and who worked independently of each other. 

For this reason , it seems unlikely tha t i f ther~ ever existed 

a group called the "School of Rashi ," i ts mem:>ers did not 

compile different vers i ons of the l i turgical halakhot of 

t he i r teacher. 
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