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CHAPTER 1:+ INTRODUCTION

Very little is known about the "School of Rashi" or
about the documents which this scnool allegedly produced.
Only a handful of serious studies concerning Rashi and the
Jewish community in Northern France in the 11th and 12th
centuries have appeared. Even less has been written concerning
the three liturgical documents which will be examined in this
thesis. Outside of the introductions to the published editions

of the Mahzor Vitry, Siddur Rashi, and Sefer HaTFardes, and a

couple of articles specifically dealing with the Mahzor Vitry,

there is virtually no secondary literature on these Dbooks.
Despite the paucity of scholarly research in this particular

area, it has been hypothesized that Rashi had a circle of

disciples who learned from, and worked closely with, their

master.! After he died, they are said to have continued the

work which he had begun. It is believed that members of this

group produced a series of liturgical compilations, based

largely on Rashi's teachings, of which Mahzor Vitry, Siddur

Rashi and Sefer HaPardes are said to be among the primzry works.

So scarce is the information concerning these three
compilations, that we are still at the elementary level of

trying to ascertain which manuscripts of the Mahzor Vitry

are currently extant. According to the Encyclopedia Juciica,

four different manuscripts of this work are available.2 These

‘£§ee Conclusion, pp. 314=320
Ernst Goldschmidt, "Mahzor Vitry," Encyclopedia Judaica ,
Volume 11, p.737




include an edition which was published by S. Hurwitz, (1889,
1923), from the London manuscript, (Margolioth, Cat. no. 655).
This document is said to reflect the status of the Mahzor Vitry
in the 13th and 14th centuries, and contains material added by
Isaac b, Durbal, and extracts from a work by Baruch b. Isaac

entitled Sefer ha-Terumah. The Oxford manuseript, found in the

Bodleian Library, Ms. Opp. 59, supposedly contains units of
material which are unrelated to the original manuscript. The
Reggio manuscript, now housed in the Rare Book Room of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, though not specifically
dated, is apparently the most original of the manuscripts.
Another version is the Parma manuscript (B. Pal, 2574). The

published edition of Siddur Rashi was edited by Solomon Buber

in 1911, The current edition of Sefer HaPardes is taken from

the Constantinople manuscript of 1807, edited by H. L.
Ehrenreich in 1924,
In the following chapters, I will compare a portion of the

Hurwitz and Reggio editions of the Mahzor Vitry, and the

published editions of Siddur Rashi and Sefer HaPardes. In

this way I will attempt to ascertain whether these manuscripts
were compiled by members of the so-called "School of Rashi,"

or whether they were arranged by individuals who had little

or no connection with each other. I will also try to determine
if any of these texts wns in any way dependent on any of the
other manuscripts. In this way it will be possible to test the
validity of the theory that the close~knit group of disciples

who comprised the "School of Raghi" was responsible for these
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three works; and to answer a related question, why in any case
three separate books dealing with much of the same subject
matter were compiled around the same time in the same general
location.

The section of the text which I have chosen to compare
comprises the entire introductory chapter of Siddur Rashi,
and over half of the introductory chapter in the Mahzor Vitry.

In Sefer HaPardes, a significant portion of the text is scattered

in a series of consecutive chapters, pointing up an important

distinction between Sefer HaPardes and the other two works.

This chapter was also chosen because it deals with the
basic ruorics of the daily worship service, as well as the
blessings before and after meals, It was thought to be more
important to analyze a chapter which concerned itself with
basic liturgical elements, than with a chapter on the laws
relating to a specific holiday or ritual practice,

The chapters of this thesis are arranged in the following
order, Chapter 2 is a presentation of the texts themselves,
Chapter 3 is an analysis of the compirison betweean the two

manuscripts of the Mahzor Vitry. In Chapter 4, the text of

Siddur Rashi is compared with the Reggio and Hurwitz documents.

Chapter 5 analyzes the relationship between the text of Sefer

HaPardes and the other three manuscripts. In Chapter 6, the

tables of contents of Sicdur Rashi, Sefer HaPardes and the

Hurwitz edition of the Mahzor Vitry are compared awd analyzed,
Chapter 7 contains the conclusions which can »e made based on

the information acquired in Chapters 2-6,



CHAPTER 2:+ THE MANUSCRIPTS

The following textual presentation has been compiled

from the Reggio manuscript of the liahzor Vitry, pages 1b-12,

the Hurwitz edition of the lMahzor Vitry, pages 4-43, the

Buber edition of Siddur Rashi, pages 3-64, and the Ehrenreich

edition of Sefer HaPardes, pages Se-é'e ke ~de,de~ (€ A3,
ﬂ
1€ =N Soe-15¢9) (3 | (“’?l”?r 29)- P?(Ci]‘lf". It contains

a comparison of the Reggio manuscript of the Mahzor Vitry,
(which is written out in full at the top of the page), with
each of the other three texts., The first set of footnotes,
designated by the letters ('!""’137ol-ﬂ and the corresponding
page number, is a comparison of the Regglo manuscript and the

Hurwitz edition of the Mahzor Vitry. The second set of

footnotes, designated by the letters +0 and the corresponding
page number, is a comparison of the Reggio manuscript of the

Mahzor Vitry and Siddur Rashi. The third set of footnotes,

designated by the letters .2),0 and the corresponding page
number, is a comparison of the Reggio manuscript and Sefer
HaPardes. Due to the poor condition of the first page of the
Regzio manuscript, the presentation begins in the middle of the

second side of the first page uf the manuscript.

Methods Used to Indicate Variants

Each line of the Reggio manuscript is numbered along the
right=-hand margin. In each set of footnotes, the number of the
line which contains the word or phrase to whiei the variant

corresponds, appears first, Then the word or phrase used in




the Reggzio manuscript for which there is a variation, is listed,
followed by a colon (:). If the text citation is longer than
three words, the first and last words are generally cited

(XXX eexxx) reading from right to left. The variant follows
the colon., 4 vertical line (] ) is used to separate one lemma
from the other. Any word or phrase which appears in the Reggio
manuscript but not in the text to which it is being compared is
indicated by the Hebrew letter het (f1). Any word or phrase
which does not appear in the Reggio manuscript but is included
in the text to which it is being compared is indicated by the
Hebrew letter nun (J ), followed oy the additional words.,
Whenever an addition is indicated, the text word in the Reggio
manuscript which precedes the addition is cited hefore the
colon. Whenever an editor made a correction in the text to
which the Reggio manuscript is being compared or when a word

in the Reggio manuscript was unclear and I guessed at what it
should be, the word or phrase is enclosed by two slanted lines,
(/ess/)e When an editor felt that a word in his text was
incorrect, he placed it in parentheses, ((...)). After all

of the lemmas were given for a particular line of the text,

a number appears indicating the beginning of the series of

lemmas for the next line of text.
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