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DIGEST

It is the purpose of this thesis to examine the relationship
between Leon Trotsky and Judaism. In doing so I have made no
attempt to chronicle his life in detailed biographical fashion.

Instead, I have tried to focus in on the aspects of Trotsky's

=

life which relate in some way to his unique Jewish identity.

The thrust of the thesis is to try and show that Trotsky had
little choice other than to choose the way of life for which
he opted and that given that choice he represented a unique
development within Junaism rather than a rejection of it. To
this end it was necessary to point out the particular nature
of Trotsky's early background and the failure of the Judaisms
avajilable to him at the time of his development to of fer any-
thing but restrictive parochial outlooks on life and belief.
Thus his international socialism is in reality one aspect of
an international Jewish identity that was unrecognized by the

vast majority of the world's Jews.

The problem in isolating Trotsky's views on Judaism was that
he rarely dwelt on it as a separate and distinct subject. More
often than not his ideas are contained within larger contexts
such as in responding to the requests of the BUND in 1903, or
of Stalin in the 1920's and 30's. This latter confrontation

repeatedly forced Trotsky to confront his Jewishness for it was
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the use of anit-Semitism by his enemies which brought home

the need for Trotsky to take up a consideration of the Jewish
problem. Despite adversity, persecution and repeated failure,
Trotsky never lost hope.in his internation2l vision and he died

with this thought still paramount to his entire system.

The Judaism of Trotsky was an international Judaism, a Jewish
identity that was based on a view of man that saw in national
loyalties only roadblocks to progress. Jews and Judaism are
to prosper in an er2 of an organic international community
based on a process of a permanently evolving civilization. It

is a view that is still unfilfilled, but in the words of Trotsky,

"while there is life, there is hope'.
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The life and tines of Leon Trotsky reflect in nany ways
the :=ragic couedy that is huwman existance, for here was a

)]

wan born with keenness of mind, tongue and vision, wicrrored

against times cof catastrophic excitement and penctrating
frustration. His victories, as nnls deleats, were aonumentdal

in size, affecting his civilizaticn as well as sell. He was,
in almost every sense of the word, a giant plaver in an epic
drama of hopes, ambitions, despair and deleat, played on 2
stage as huye as the world itself. This 1is fitting, for
Trotsky ransceﬂdcd harriers of nation and time. te wviswed
humarity on a world scale and lived with a@8n ever present glo-
bal dream. It is to the world's pisforture that he died with

e
i

s dream still unfuliilled.

e

Much has bheen written on the pclitical aspect of Trotsky's

life. 1In the context of those discussions, his relationship

to Judaism and to Jews has keen treated only in vassing. The

4]
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accepted belief that Trotsky was a Jew by birth

v, reject-

-

ng all vesticves of his faith, was held to be sufficient to

deal with his Jewishness. While it is true that Trotsky's

)]

Judaiswm was, for the most part, subsumed under the banner

]

!

of developing socialism, it is not valid to assume that Trot-

sky and Judaisw parted company never again to meet or effect

o2
r_l.

eaclt other. Ind

©

ed, this is one of the interesting and ircnic

elements in Trotsky's life, the fact that despite repeated
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D
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protestations an overt Jewish identity, his being
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Jewish influenced

cgquite often during his life, 2nd plaved




on him to an ever increasing degree as his life drew clos-

whe fonlish atteapt on the part ~0 aany to cfead Trotsly ouvl
- oy \T;i{a i SR thon e raTma Na T we e 5L
take of acceptiryg Trotsky's so-called nor-Toewishness Iusl
because it was not @ Judad chat hacworlized with accephtsd
wasnT It woelld 2 2 pintake Lo Jo 50, yoin o owould
s £ ider him a pioneer cathers thaw heretic, A
Gar Sarel to stand on the Ifronclier thar In the
SWRLDS .
; ,
; The shaping of that identity began with the foundations of

the society into which Trotsky was born. The years preceed-

ing his bircth produced in Russia the dynawmic societal stres-

§
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ses LAt gave rise to varieties of identity structures, each
vying with the other as well as with the established order
for influence. For the Jew, in particular, the years ot
&iexander II, Alexander III and Nicholas II, were years of
nope and frustration, of guiet victories and tumultuous pen-
secutions. ost of all, they were years of rapid change
where the arena of ideas was never without comkatants. The
years that inmediately followed the Crimean wWar were, for

russia, years of spring. Under the liberating intluence of

Czar Alexander II, major steps were taken on the road to

social reforw, steps designed to hasten Russia's surge into

enlightened culture. #lexander treed the serfs yielding an




expanded econimic base and allowed for a greater tolerance
toward Russia's minorities. "Great as was the cause for
rejoicing among the Russian people...even dgreater was that

of the Russian Jews. They saw in the new rule a promise

of redemption, not alone from the oppression which they
shared in common with the Russian masses, but also from

the additional disabilities and terrors they suffered as
Jews."l wong the new reforms granted to the Jews we can
cite the opening, without discrimination, of the high schools
and universities, and the opening up of areas outside of the

Pale to Jewish scholars, professional men, artisans and mer-

chants.2

The effect of such liberaiism on the Jewish population was
immediate. Russian Jewry progressed as never before as the
desire to be "Russified” became a major force especially
within the larger Jewish communities like Odessa, St. Peters-
burgh and Moscow. Heretofore cooped up, choking each other
in the Pale as in a Black Hole, they were now wild with an

excessive desire for Russification."> The attempts at 1lib-

eralization on the part of the Czar did rejuvinate great
masses of Russian Jewry. Yet one must keep in mind that the
granting of these freedoms were neither all-encompassing nor
free of ulterior motives. 2lexander was responding to a
definite need within his country, and he granted freedom bhe-

cause he knew that not to do so would endanger his power,

given the flux in Russian and European society. It is safe




to say that the liberal treatment of the Jews was more a
function of political and economic necessity than moral-
ity. 'In 1858, the Minister of Finance, Brock, suggested
ro the Jewish Committee that a number of discriminatory
laws, which limited Jewish commercial activities in certdin
brands of Russian industry, be abolished. He urged the
lifting of such restrictions because he believed that they
had an adverse effect upon manutfacture and comwerce, and

retarded the progress of social development of the country. 4

The year 1863 marked an important turning point in Russia's
liberal thrust. The Folish uprising was viewed as a barom-
eter of runaway liberalism and therefore reaction to that
liberalism began to cut short the modest gains of the Czar's
regime. We can note that the liberal dreams of Russia began
to fade with increasing rapidity in the years following 18b3.
Alexander, like many a politician in times of flux, found
hiwself between two diverse extremes. ©On the one hand were
the radicals who slowly but surely realized that they were
never going to see the liberty and freedom which the edicts
of the Cczar had promised. They thus began to entertain
thoughts of taking that freedom for themselves. On the other
hand were the extreme reactionaries consisting wostly of nobles
who had become inmpoverished by the ewmancipation cf the serrs,
and who grasped at the opportunity to point out to Alexander

the evils of his liberal policy.”



As the 1870's dawned, the reaction of nativist Russian
sentiment grew. Outbreaks of anti-Semitism (pogroms and
the revival of ritual murder charges) began to rise. Yet,
the Jews still maintained a loyalty to the Czar and to his
rapidly vanishing dreaw. The drean continued to vanish as

reaction to Western liberal ideas grew. Slowly the banner

-

of Slavophilism became transformed from a glorification of
the honest and positive qualities of the Russian peasant
and land to a national policy of political, social and
econonic oppression. The major event in the tightening
noose of reactionary nationalism was the tragic assasina-
tion in 1881 of Alexander II. With the rise of Alexander
III to power, the fate of Russia's Jewry became cerented in
defeat.

By the time 2lexander III assumed the throne

in 1881, Slavophilism was transforiwed alto-
gether frow a uniquely Russian form of nation~-
alism into a deliberate rationale for reaction.
Personally, the Czar hardly needed to be per-
suaded that Russia's long-range interests and
his own were best served by a policy of un-
compromising autocracy, and of equally uncom-
promising nationalism...he was a man endowed
with a grimly insular view of the world. 'We
can have no other policy', he announced in April
1881, ‘except one that is purely Russian and
National'.®

The architect of Rlexander III's &lavophilisn was his forner
teacher, and the Procurator of the Holy Synod, Pabyedonostsev.7
In his desire to promote his reacticnary nationalisw, Pobyed-

onostsev took special aim against the Jews about whom he

pledged to force one-third to emigrate; one-third to eribrace
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Christianity, and one-third to dile of starvation. Such
a policy of oppression seemed assured as Alexander's re-

gine progressed. Disakilities were heaped upon the Jews.

In 1881, Kinister of the Interior, Ignatiev, went to work -
- with the formation of the Central Committee for the Re-

vision ot the Jewish Question. 1In 1882, the infamous May
Laws were adopted limiting Jewish wmigration from the cities
and placing restrictions on education and Jewish life in

S
general.”

Thus the vices of politically sponsored anti-semitisu
tightened around the necks of Russia's Jews forcing undue
hardship, and helping to fuel the tfires of various movemwents
which saw their salvation either in the absolute destruction
of the Czarist regime or autonomous regions outside of the
regime's control. Any hoped for reversal of the reactionary
tide with the death of Alexander III was dquickly put to rest.
In 1894, Nicholas II came to power and made no atteupt to
alleviate the restrictive trend. 1If anything, the trend was
heightened as outrages against defenceless Jews increased.
“The closing years of the 19th century wiped out the prouise
of its opening years. Blood accusations followed by riots

- 10
became of frequent occurrence.’

Econoinically, life for the Russian Jew was no less bleak.
Flux 1s perhaps the word that best describes the eccononic
conditions of life during the reign of the Rlexanders. The

attempt to create a larger economic base by the abolition of



serfdom was more often than not sabotaged by poor manage-
ment and aristocratic resistance. The agrarian problem

was compounded by the rise in industrialization and popu-
lation. Vvarious reforms allowed Jewish businessmen to
advance, however, as soon as their successes allowed themn

to be successful competitors with Russians, “they were uet
with shouts of protest demanding that this Jewish ‘'exploita-

11 .
" As was noted earlier, these

tion' be effectively curbed.
advances on the part of certain Jews did not stem so much
from Alexander's reforms as from the general economic con-
ditions of expansion that were evident during the early
reform period. "A new Jewish plutocracy came into being,
and its growth excited jealousy and fear among the Russian
mercantile class. The government, filled with enthusiasw
for the cultivation of large industries, was not yet pre-
pared to discriminate against the Jews whenever big capital
was concerned. But it leant an attentive ear to the 'origi-
nal' Russian merchants whenever they complained abaut Jewish
competition in petty trade, on which lower Jewish classes

depended for their Livelihood.’12

Economically, as well as politically, the Jews found them-
selves caught in the wmiddle of a society in transition.
Folitical liberalisiwi on the one hand (abolition of serfdom
in 180l and the granting of minority rights) was not met
with economic liberalism on the other (failure to abolish

the Pale and to integrate the Jews into the full industrial



economy) . Indeed those reforms that were granted can be

seen to have worsened the overall economic position of
Russian Jewry.

Thus a considerakle nuwber of Jews who had

nitherto eked out a living serving the land \
owners and Lhe pedsancs were now lefit with-

out weans or subsistence...Ilt should be noted

that though these social and industrial re-

forms had an unsettling erfect upon the ai- -
ready ricxkety economic structure of Russian

Jewry, the changes could have been beneficial

had the Pale been removed and opportunity given

tc Jews to adapt themselves to the new condi-

tions...A comparative study ot the potential

opportunities for livelihood outside the FPale,

in contrast to the intolerable competition

within the ghetto, leads one to the inescapable

conclusion that the lifting of all residence

restrictions was the reform wost imnperatively

and immediately needed rfor the improvewent of

the sorry econonic state of Russian Jewry.

Thus, despite the beginnings of expansion, the Jews were

not permitted to participate fully. There was an absence

of the one ingredient needed to maximize the potentials for
development. That ingredient was the freedom toc fully take
cart in the development of the expanding econony. 2As long
as restrictions, like the Pale, existed, the Jews were pro-
hibited from becowming full participating members in the soc-
lety. As long as those restrictions rewained, the possibil-
ities for renewed oppression continued in the event that the
dreams of development were not realized. The increase of

restrictions in 1881 and 1882 resulted in greater econonic

hardship amonyg Jews, especially within the Pale. "The Jews
of Russia were driven steadily toward pauperism. By the end
of the 19th century, 40% of Russian Jewry were conpletely



dependent on charity; while in the province of iinsk,
fully one-hali the Jewish populaticn lived on the dole

14

provided by their wore rortunate brethren. For the

Jew growing up in this period of political and economic
fiux, there were presented a wultiple of options around
which to develop varying identity structures. ultiple
options, other than the ever-present traditional ethnic-
religious, continued to present thenmselves to Jews through-
out the Alexandrian period. The first of the najor struc-
tures that have a bearing on our subiect is the nmoveuwent

ained great strength in those first yvears of Alexander

It was in these years of liberalisii that the dream or
Russification became, to wany, the roundation for their
existence. They saw in the first liberal steps on the part
oL the Czar the beginning of an era when the Jew would Le
alrle to fully participate in the general Russian society.
With every small victory, hope for a new era of acceptance
yrew, and that hope recognized no limits and discounted the
negative factors. To the leaders of the assimilationist
woverent, Russificaticon was the only solution to the Jewish
problewm. The more ruthlessly life wa@s stifled in the Prale,

and the higher mounted the wall of legal restrictions, the

J

wore powerful grew the desire to pull the ghetto Gown. t

The atteupt to Russify was ma@rked by intense desires to foster

on to the couanunity all things Russian. The language and




culture of the Fatherland was to become ingrained within
the Jewish coumunity and culture. As the Haskalah publi-
cation Razvet (Dawn) declared: ~'Cur Fatherland is Russia.

And just as her air is ours, so, too, must her ianguage

p—t

L
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ne ours.’

The Haskalah movenent wade significant headway among the

upper classes of Russian Jewry. There, the first breezesg

of enlightennent carried enthusiastic Jews out into the
secular culture in a rapid and determined desire to enijoy

the fruits of the long-forbidden Russian culture. Such
childlike exuberance is noted by one historian in the follow-
ing analyses of the Russian Jewish Haskalah:

In their pathetic eagerness to bridge the gult
which separated thew from their Christian neligh-
bors, Jews interpreted a friendly gesture on the
part of non-Jews as evidence oif a couplete change
of heart. Every minor concession granted by the
government was hailed as an assurance of cowing
civic emancipation. The mere phraseclogy of a
governuent order pertaining to them, notes a Jew-
ish journalist, in which the invariable 'It is
forbidden' of the pre-hlexandrian period was re-
placed by 'It is perwitted', was a source of great
enccuragenent to the Jewish people, regardless of
the insignificance of the new concession.l?

Yet, even though these victories were small, the Haskalah
seized upon them as indicative of a greater kreak-through in
the future. To these Jews, there could be no return to the
non-Russian past because the government would not allow itc.
it was this encouragenent from the government, combined with
the exhortations of the Jewish press, that produced a new gen-

ews who regarded theuwselves no lonwer nerely as

'
)

—
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subjects or the Russian government, but as part and par-

i . ‘ .18
cel of Russian culture and the Russian people.'l°

we can therefore identii, the rirst .ajocr opticn for the

Jews o Alexandrian Russzia

cenit, 1t drew the liperal element of Pusaian Jewry into a

actualily way have been, let loose & bridled desire to enter
into the 1ainstrean of general Kussian culture regardless

of consequences. ‘e irony orf this aspect of histcrv is
the ract that despite the overt desire ior Russification,

and despite sowe gains, the dreamn of total acceptance was

! never realized. As the era progressed, and as the politi=-

cal and economic fLreedows faded rfrom reality, old prejudices
and systems were reinstituted which curbed the reach for

equality. ZAs one author has commented:
H

It was natural that the Jews that had becoue com-
pletely ussified should erlist in the vanks of

| the extreme liberals. They found themselves in

' every way as progressive and patgictic as the
Christian Russians. The language of Russia be-
came their language; its manners and aspirations
becanme their wanners and aspirations. Thev con-
tributed wore than any other naciocnality to Russi-
fying cdessa, which, owing to its great roreign
population, was known as the un-Russian city in
Russla. Proportionally to their nunbers, they
promoted the trade and industry, the science and
literature of their country wore than Russians
theiuselves. Yet, the coveted equality was denied
them, and the emancipation granted the wuzhiks wag
withheld from thewm because of a relision they hardiy
professed.
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The second major option that developed within Russian Jewrv
at this time, developed in direct reaction to the Haskalah
and the society that spawned such thoughts of assiwilation.
Jewish Nationalisn was regarded by the Russifiers as the
parrier to their longed-for fusion of Jew and Russian. It
was exactly this fusion which provoked the nost fear in the
heacts of the Hationalists. They saw no golden drean in the
fusion of cultures; rather they saw a growing rejection of

a Jewish identity, and an inexorabhle drift toward total

i assimilation.

; There were a variety of causes that one could point to that
aided in the developument of Jewish Nationalism within Russia.
There was the growing disappointment among Jews at the fail-
ure on the part of the government to grant tull equality;
there was the reaction to the growth, in Eﬁrope as well as

in Russia, of anti-Semitism growing out of various political

and econowic collapses (a series of bad harvests in Russia,
| the Polish uprising, etc.); and there was the reaction within
the Jewish community to the gradual surge of nationalism that

. . N - N . "y
i was sweeplng Europe in the latter half of the 19th Century.zb

Egainst this background, and under the leadership of men like
Ben Yehuda and Peretz Smolenskin, Jewish Nationalism began
to ewerge as a viable option for great segments of Russian

Jewry.
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It dawned upon nany that the only salvaticon for
tiie Jews lay in Lecoiing @ nation once nore. &
yearning ior a new Fratherland, and a new country
seized young and old. The tiwmes were suspicious.
Cosmopolitaniswm was everywhere, giving place to
nationalisw. The little Balkan states had broken
the voke of Ottoman rule...In P.liand, Hungary and
Ireland, nome rule was advocated with a fervor tnat
threatened a revolution. jtaly and Gernany becane
united under their own king or ewmperor. ~And the
Russian Jews, tired of the constant conilicts with
the surrounding peoples, experienced the desirve
which had prompted their ancestors to be like all
the other nations.2l

Growing out ol the sawe soil as the Haskalah and National-

iswm, a third option emerged. Jewish Socialisws and revolu-

1

tionary activisw that developed out of the econowic, poli-

%
o

b

tical and cultural ferment of those days, becape viakle
potential identities for Jews. The revolutionary novenmnents

in Russia arose as a result of frustration and failure.
Frustration at the refusal on the part of Alexander II to
grant a constitutional regine, and the failure to solve the
peasant problemn despite the abolition of serfdom. Add to
this the previously-mentioned frustrations over Poland and

the continuing f£lux within the economic and political spheres,
and one can see the power of those forces making for growing

discontent.

The ewphasis within the early revolutionary movements was on

the plight of the peasants. This

9!
o3}

use drew the attention of
wany of the newly-ermerging Jewish student class as they began

to come in contact with elements of the Russia

[

1 Intelligentsia.

The Jewish revolutiocnary of the period openly spurned his




Jewishness. The ewmancipation of the Jew was tied to the
emancipation of the Russian masses. Upon his own people,
the young revolutionary looked with contempt “"stigmatiz-
ing them as bourgois and orthodox", casting aside Jewish
Nationalisw as having no raison d'etre, and religion as

being a “retrogression.”22

Characteristic of the early revolutionary wmovement were the

views of one such as Aaron Lieberman who was active in the

formation of Socialist organizations. He pointed to men
like Marx and LaSalle as products of the Jewish spirit. He
advocated the formation of Jewish Socialist groups, and urged
their alliance with the peasants. Judaism, as he knew it,
was to advocate assimilation; vet not through Russification,
but through the solving of the overriding economic concerns
of the country. It was the failure to solve this problen
that accounted, according to Lieberman and his ilk, for the
resurgence of anti-temitism. He urged Jews to take up the
battle and not be detracted from the fight by nonsense such
as nationalistic propaganda. To this end he voiced what was
to become a recurring theme and point of view:

At a tirme like this when the cry on every tcngue

is bread and work, when the probler of the knife

and fork is of greater importance than all other

problems put together, at such a time our litera-

ture finds nothing more important to discuss than

the question of religion and nationality, and othexr

such worthless things which every sensible person
has ceased to be interested in.2:

_



icnary groups did little to

cf

Jewish involvement in revoelu
eiiect a betteruent of conditions for the Jews, wmuch less
the peasants. Jewish participants were easy targets Ior
arti-revolutionar, propaganda. £ report to the governor

OL insk 11

pointed to such activity ard called for

N = ey o - 3 o e
J1G The Jewighn

indirectly, wasg
cate the Jewish situation, and add arother vexinyg problew

to those already i existence.

The revolutionary movement in Russia was not long in growing

and changing euphasis. With the tounding, by Gewrge Tlekhanov

)

-

oL the CGroup for the Lrancipation of Labor in 1882, parxian
philescophy gained a tenacious foothoid on Russian revolution-
ar ideology. This new thrust broke drasatically with the

< M P

01d movements which had loched to the peasant cliass to be the

spearhead of the new order. According to these Narodni.ii
fussia was Lo pass frow its sewmi-ileudal econcwmy directly into
ist soclet, without the intermnediate stage of indus-
trial capitalisn. The new Harxian novenents, however, looked
to the rising industrial proletariat as the class destined to
the great revolutionary struggle. "The founders of the
pmdncipation of Labor disavowed both the prograw and nethods
of the Narodniki. Former Narodniki theuselves, the, now sub-

jected that revolutionar, philosophy to a critical analyses

and found it completely out of date, not only with scientifi

r~
|-

1
£
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socialism, but 2lso with the industrial and econoric

deve lopment of Russia. 4°

As wight be expected, the rise of such Marxist groups

within the general socialist movement, soon sparked a rise

. of similar groups within the Jewish cowmunity. Marxian
socialism ifound a receptive ear within that comwunity,
for, by the 1890's, the Jews of the Pale had become more
urbanized, impoverished and proletarianized than any other
ethnic group within Russia. "Marxian was now the panacea
for the nightmare of Czarist oppression...and far more ap-
plicable than agrarian populism to the needs of the harassed

Jewish working class.2°

VWiithin these Marxist circles, there was little that was dis-
tinguished between what was Jewish and what was not. 1In the
edarly vears of these groups, Jewish problems received no
special attention. The leaders of such circles, ofter under
police supervision, often came from assiwilated families and
sought to spread the revolutionary word through regular neet-
ings of such circles. Since their aiw was socialist acti-
visa, they had not the slightest interest in training workers
for special activity among Jews.?? rs far as these wen were

oncerned, the Jewish problem would cease to exist once the

n

coning class revolution destroyed the apparatus of Czarist
oppression. Such a philosophy is expressed vigorously by a

typical Jewish revolutionary of the day:



We Jews repudiate all our naticnal holidavs and
fantasies which are useless for huwan society.

we link ourselves up with armies oi Socialisu

and adopt their holidays. CQur holida. s, which

we have inherited from our ancestors, will vanish
together with the o0ld system...Although the major-
ity of us are convinced that Socialisw nust in-
evitably come, it will not come by supernatucal
miracles. The Torah of socialism will not descend
from the heaven of Siani in thunder and lightening,
and the Messiah will not cowe riding on a white
horse .28

@ith such sentiments, we can see the crystalization of this
option of socialism and revolutionary activity. Fromn this
option would grow such diverse variations as the BUND, the
rPoale-Zion and Social zionism.2% From this option would
also come the Jewish leaders of the 1917 Revolution, and
primary among such leaders would be the Jew, Trotsky. The
choices open tc the young Trotsky are thus clear. There was
the parochial security of traditioral religion; the path of
assimilation into an increasingly hostile Russian culture;
the headlong flight into Jewish Nationalism, or the rush
irto the radical new socialist—revolutionary movement. How-
ever, given the special environment in which Trotsky round
himsels, especially in his early years, it seews that for hiw,
no other choice than Marxism, was really nokle. It 1s well
to keep in mind the various strata of Russian soclety, and
their influence during his adolescence, and to note his re-
actions to them. Trotsky did not emerge in a vacuun; he was
a product of a definite tiwe and environiment, both of which

fused to produce a renarxable genius. The beginnings of that

fusion, Trotsky's youth, will be our next ccnsideration.
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It is popularly held that Trotsky rejected his Judaism for
revolutionary socialisw, thereby spurning his religiocus
heritage and negating his past. WwWhat this fails to con-

sider is the type of environwment fron which Trotsky emerged,
and the types of Judaisit open tc hin during his formative
years. From such a consideration, it becomes clear that there

was no form of Judaism that could have accommodated itself to

the views that Trotsky gradually developed.

During the 1850's, in the reign of Czar Nicholas I, Leon
Bronstein, Trotsky's grandfather, left a srall Jewish town
near Poltave and settled in the Kherson province. When his
sons and daughters grew, they remained on the land, yet only
one, David, became prosperous enough to detach himself from
the wain colony and establish arn independent farm at Yanovka.

At his home not viddish...but a wixture of Rus-

sian and Ukranian. Unlike most mushiks, however,

the Bronstein's had no mwemories of serfdow...David

Bronstein was a free and ambitious, tough, hard

working farwer of the frontiersmwan type. He was

determined to develop his farm into a flourishing

estate, and drove himself and his laborers hard.

His opportunities still lay aheadé when he woved

to Yanovka, he was only about 30. 0
‘rotsky notes in his autobiography that in the provinces of
Kherson and Ekaterinoslav, there were sowe rtorty Jewish agri-
cultural colonies. The Jewish farmers were, until 1881, on

an even par with the non-Tewish farmers so far as legal and

property rights were concerned. It was into such a setting

that, on October 26, 1872, David Bronstein's scn, Leon, was




porn, and it was in such an idyllic setting that the
Bronstein spent his early childhood. On the boundless
steppes of Kherson, and all of south Russia was a kingdom

ot wheat and sheep, living by laws all its own. It was
firmly guarded agBinst the invasion of politics by its great

>
open spaces, and the absence of roads. =1

Cne can now kegin to understand the unique environment frow
which Trotsky cawe. iiis grandparents had taken advantage

of favorable circuistances to liberate themselves frow the

4

crush of the Pale. His father had carried on this trend by
becoming a successful farmer, and he even proved successtul
in the face of legal restrictions on the part of the govern-
went on property rights of Jews in the early 1880's. The
elder Bronstein and his wife were totally conmitted to their
agricultural holdings around which their lives totally re-
volved. Likerated from the intense contact with fellow Jews,
it is not surprising to £ind the intense religiosity of the
Fale missing as well. Judaism was nﬁt rejected, vet neither
was 1t resolutely embraced. BRs Trotsky himself recalled:

In my father's house, there was no strict cbkservance
of religion. P2t first, appearances were kept up
through sheer inerti2: on holy days, wmy parents
jeurneved to the Synagogue in the coliony. Mcther
abstained from sewinyg on Sagurdays, at least within
the sight of others. But all this ceremonial ob-
servance of religion lessened as years went on--as
the children grew up and the prosperitv of the fawmily
increased. Father did not believe in God from his
vouth, and in later years, spoke openly about it in
front of Mother and the children. 1 ther preferred
to avoid the subject, but when the occasion required,
would raise her eyes in praver. 32




Trotsky's parents did, however, wish that their child be
exposed to environments other than the one at Yanovka.
Their decision was tc send him to nearby Gromokley to live

with an aunt and uncle, and to attend school. There he was

2
]

w

taught Russian, arithmetic, and the 0ld Testament in Hebrew.
The experience must have been harrowing for the seven-vear-old
fresh from the open bliss of the steppe. The strange environ-
ment and depressing living conditions could not have helped
color his thoughts.

The school was almost certainly a dirty and fetid

hole where the boy, accustoned to roaming the [ields,

must have been choked. The ways of the adults also

bewildered him. Once he saw the Jews of Gromokley

driving a woman of loose morals through the street

of the village, pitilessly humiliating her and shout-

ing vehement abuse...le also noted a strange contrast;

on one side of the village stood the wretched hovels

of Jewish colonists - on the other shone the neat and

tidy cottages of German settlers. He was naturally
attracted to the gentile quarters.-%

Thus the voung Trotsky's f[irst contact with the general Jecwish
world was negative. It represented such an unwelcome change
from what he had been used to that the experiwent was short-

lived and, in retrospect, doowmed fron the very beginning.

The next great adventure for Trotsky beaan two years after

the Gromokley experience. In 1888, M4rs. Bronstelin's nephew,
Filippovich Schpentzer, visited Yanovka. The effect on the
voung Bronstein was immediate. ‘He enraptured we, but at the
same time, disquieted we. One sensed in hin the element of a
nore exciting discipline in life--the element of city civil-

ization.jb

The cool, confident coswmopolitan atiosphere of
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Schpentzer slowly weaved its magic onto the waiting wind

of Trotsky. Trotsky credits Schpentzer with prying loose

the first tfeelings of concern for the wisfortunes or others.
He notes that on one occasion the two observed an overssesr
striking a shepherd for keeping horses out late. “How
shameful" shrieked the uncle. “"And I felt that it was
shameful. I do not know if I would have felt the sane way

if he had not made his rewark--1 am inclined to think I would.
But in any event, he helped ne to feel that way, and this alon

was enough to instill in we a lifelong sense of gratitude.”jg

The Bronsteins saw in Schpentzer a perfect vehicle for the
growth of their child. Thus, following his uncle's marriage,
Trotsky was sent to live with the newlyweds in cosmopolitan
Odessa. With this move, Trotsky left forever the isolation
of the land and discovered, in slow but steady doses, the
magic of the city. ‘Every day there was revealed to me sone
aspect of a cultural environment greater than that in which
I had passed the first nine years of my life. Even the shop
at hone began to dim, and to lose its madgic as compared with

the spell of classical literature and the charm oi the theatre

u-37

1

I wa

n

ecoming a little urbanite.

The home into which Trotsky moved is pictured by him, as well
as his biographers, as typical of the cosmopolitan, assimila-

ted Jewish family of the time. It was a home where the Pale

was far removed and long forgotten, where Russian culture and

e

-
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western ideas wixed freeliv. ¢till, there was a request
that Trotsky maintain some contact with his religious heri-
tage. The result of the attempt was catastrophic as well
as quietly prophetic.

In the Schpentzer family, religion was not ob-
served at all, not countinyg the o21ld aunt who

did not matter. My father, however, wanted me

to know the Bible ir the original, this being

one of the marks of hig parental vanity, and
therefore I tooxk private lessons in the 3ible
frow a very learned old man in Odessa. My stud-
ies lasted only a few months, and did little to
confirm me in the ancestral faith. A suggestion
of a doukle meaning in the words of my teacher
concerning sone text in the Bible which we were
studying, promnpted me to ask a guestion which I
worded very cautiously and diplomatically: 'If
we accept, as some do, that God does not exist,
how did the world cone to be?! ‘Hin', muttered
the teacher, ‘but you can turn this questicn
against him as well.' In this ingenicus way did
the o0ld man express himself. I realized that the
instructor in religiocn did nct believe in God, and
this set my mind completely at rest.2<

Cnce again, Judaism had tfailed to spark his wind or speak to
his emerging life style. Again it remained out of touch with
the reality of life in Odessa, and as such, out of touch with

a precocious boy such as Trotsky.

Despite the failure of Jewish education to reach nim, 1Trotsky

was still affected by his beiny Jewish. Due to an existing
ten percent quota for Jewish students, he was prohibited frow
inwediately entering the £t. pPaul realshule, and was sent to

a preparatory school attached to St. Paul's from which he would

be subsequently transferred. Trotsky had little acadeniic

trouble in school. He learned to further his appreciation ol




art, theatre, literature and discussion. He did not shirk

involvement in school issues despite his acadenic superior-

ity as evidenced by his disciplinary record which included
expulsion. From his autobiography, it seens clear that his
total experience in the Odessa environuwent was the nmajor
factor in this period of his life, far overshadowing his

routine at schc

G
i

The color of my wmewory of the school, taken as a

whole, has rewained if not qguite hlack, 3t least

decidedly grey...IL certainly did teach ne a Ifew
p Y

things: elenentssy knowledge, the habvlt of meth-
odical work, and outward discipline. 21l these

came in advantageously in s 1A The same
school, howeveir, sowed in G its direct

purpose, the sceds of erwi
These seeds, at anv rate,
ground .39

ing oxrder.
-

Larren

It was, then, the rlux, the excitewent of the society and the
times that played most on the emeryging rind of Trotskyv. The
affect of a cosmopolitan environment on nis fertile mind in
that time of transition, crumbled ocld truths, &and destroyed

traditions, Trotsky's soul stood open, caressed by the ex-

ER

citement of 1ife itself. With this in mind, we can appreciate
the energy of the following:

T had an intense hatred of the existing order, ot
iniustice, of tyvranny. WWhence did it cowe? It

came from the conditions existing during the reign

of Rlexander III; the highhandedness oi the police;
the exploitation practiced by landlords; the graft-
ing by officials; the nationalistic restrictions: the
cases of injustice at school and in the street:; the
close contact with children, servants and laborers in
the country; the conversations in the workshcp: the
human spirit in the Schpentzer family: the reading of
Nekrassov's poers, and cof all kinds of other bocks,
and, in general, the entire social atmosphere or the
tirme .40




Trotsliy entered irte nis activiasn

favnred, instead,

owed the ypeasant

ast--an ofifer.ce to

ial circuomstances, the plavthing of ancnvrous oproductive
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ists who sparked ", ané provided Tiu

with 2n outlet for his developing soecial concern. Cradually,
as a spider weaves his web, the group at Shvigovsky's zarden
began to 's life. When his father found cut
what his =or was deing, he hurried to tikclavev. XHe had in
mind for & degrece in c¢ivil engineering

return to the carw. Trotsky, however, was far

. He was such too irvoelved at Shvigovsk i 's
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against the social systern: now hecawe united. To ascert
10 as a grown man was to assert the cevolution. Jle

pade no remonstrance against the terms ol the ultimatun.

La

e gave up the lodging that had been rented for hin, ad-

vertized hiwselr as a private tutor, and woved over to
o e ; 42 . .
hvigoveky's gardern. From that wmonent he increa2ased nig
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rec s
iny a successful protest against restrictive policies of the

Mikolavev library. He organized a free school, read, stud-

ied, and gradually turned to sccial activism.

It is most interes ncte the parellel in this stage of
Trotsky's life with the social activist studenrt of the United
States of today. They both emerge against a hackground oi
transition, frow an envircenment of abundance and robt scarcity.

Thev both bring good schooling, @ reijection of superstitious

pasts that do nnt speak to & changing present. Both are im-
A

a meaningfuvl identity. OCne cannrot help but wonder i

something nmore than mere colncidence operating here.

Trotsky did return brieflyv to Odessa in an attempt to study
mathematics. This was short-lived, however, and he found him-

self using the trips to the city to obtain reveliuticnar. doco-
wents which he prowmp:ilv brought kack to Wixkolayev.”™@ wrinally

in 1897, Trotsky took the first giant step towards bhecoming a
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Frow 1902, when he appeared in London at Lenin's door, un-
til his death by assassination in 1940, Trotsky remained a

. q .

ilcated tfighter for internaticnal socialism. [is career

QJ
(]

=

"
'
Oy

C.

e
>

38 yedrs was a cowpound ol viciories [ollowed

J)

K P T
..L il

by defeats, and defeats [ollowed Lv s ir

victoric

o
o

rapid suc-
cession. "hroughout it all he rewained constant to the ideal
of internaticnal socialisi: as the answer for the world's prob-
lems. The Jewish problew, as part of the total international
preblew, would inevitably be scolved by the victory of sociali-

RGN

Upon his arrival in London, Trotsky was introduced by Lenin
to his fellow workers "lartov and Avelrod. Trotsky cooperated
with these wen in the editing of the focial Democratic Jourrnal

ISw,.

‘a. He also embarked on lecture tours of Zurope prowmoting

Social Democratic ideals and waking interesting and important
contacts with other Social democrats. The year 1903 saw hin

as a vita in the Social Democratic wheel so that he was

[
}
LC}

sent to the 2nd congress of the Russian Social vernocratic

Party as a trusted and intense menber of the pParty elite. It

into the vival Bolshevik and Menchevik factions. For our pur-
poses, however, the Congress 1is significant for the conflict
that broke out between the Iskra establishwent and the renegade

Rundist faction. It was during this debate that Trotsky's

position or Judaiss was enunciated for the first tive in public.
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ories ol interndtional Zocialisn,

thie Jewish people could not help Lumt advance [:
PEOL ¥

ol matiocnalism could solve the problems of

o yen VEv " i} . B P ., £ L2 L 3 o 3 SR T S, v o

Jews . e saw Cthe solution oo the Jewlsn prodlewm not
AR e At iman A7 A Tawsockh oo badees o 17 T o v Fea I
RS Ll 020N G aewlisn gLacce ’ e b d PRGREEENE W SO T O G E N - T8 L=

cion af Jewlsh states within the non-Jewilsh ones, nub in 2

. . L. . - . s
coensistently internationalist reshaping of society. T Some
5% vears later, Ty e words stIll ring prophetic, still
vearn to be realized.

Trotsky waintaired a wore or less independenc status with
respect to the rival Socialist Iaction werking through pen

and tongue for some forwm of reconciliation. Ir 1905, he
returned to Russia to join the Revoluticn and becape a lead-

ing figure in the Petersbury Soviet. Prrested, he was asgain

ent to Eiberia. rollowing a fawiliar path, he escaped, and

U‘

nce again found his way to London. For the next decade he

@]
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spent his time writing, speaking an nking in variocus cen-
ters of the world. The outbreak of World War I found nin in
Switzerland. FProwm there he went to Facis only to be ex-
pelled in 1%15. His nevt stop was Vew York Citv. . ith the
ovtihrealk of the Revolution in 1917, Trotsky returned to Zuscia
ard a hero's welcome. Ue joined forces with ILenin, and to-
jether they set out to build a new Russia. flis i

itial ac ctiv-

]

ity brought hiw into disrfavor with the provisional governuwent

0% Kerensky which arrested him, albeit for 2 short duration.

Aiter hig release, Trotsky lost little time in rejoining his
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revolutionary friends. Elected to high office within the
Rolshevik Party, he helped direct the arred uprising in
November of 1917. Following the successful seizure of power

by the Rolsheviks, Trotsky hecawme, next to Lenin, the fore-

'ost leader of the RBolshevik Party.

The vears frow 1917 to 1924 were vears of great challenye

3 3 o am " k] o 4= N e PR Uy g
acitewent for 2. These were tie yedrcs o Lthe

height of hig power and influence. These were the jyears dur-
ing which he reorganized the Red Arwmy and led it te victory

the Civil var. These were alsc the vears when he restruc-

tured not only t entire trarnsportation svstem of Russia,

but much of its ideclogical foundations as well. 2t the
heignts of his power and influence, Trotsky wfs only mar-
ginally concerned with his Jewish identity. IHe suffered neo
attacks becauvuse of it and, with the exception of some periph-
eral encounters, had little to do with it. Typical of those

encounters is the following case which took place immediately

fnllowing the Rolshevik wvictory:
P

Lenin came to Trotsky to offer him the Ministry of the Inter-

ivr to head olf various c¢ounter-revelutionary trends. In
what obviously was a surprise, Trotskhy refused. 1In his

o
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Liography he gives the following account. objected, anc
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nrought up aimony other arguments, the guestion of raticnality.
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tenper. 'We are having a great international revolution.

c . 50
0f what importance are such trifles?' " Lenin, however,
evidently saw sorme logic in Trotsky's protests and newed hiiw

ircstead to head the Foreign Service Ministrw,

“ionvars idceals wer:s being tenmpered to
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coality. Trotsky and his fellows wera of the =are cut

educated and idealistic. ¥ , the nass Russia, still had
to catch un. DM Soutonhar points out: 'Puh, so far, the
ravolutinn had bheor an uchan affairo, Pussia's most ad-

vanced city its wain scene. Xow the Bolsheviks had to fe
thewmselves into new roles, those of zulers of rural Russia,
which was still wrapped up in Greek Crthnodoxy, distrust of

the cities and racial prejudice.’

As Pecple's Comwisar for Military Affairs, Trotsky was 1p

4

total charge of the mnovements of the Red 2ruy. +“ithin the
arwy were nuiicers of regiwents made up of the miinorities

Ta
W

thin the Soviet Union. Trotsky, true to his international-

e

ist ideals, desired that all should share egually in respon-
sibilities at the front. Jewish units were, of course, to be
included. To assure such participation, Trotsiky did his best
to insure equal placewent for minority divisions. Various

instances concerning Jewish reginents illustrate the point.

sne such is @ telegram from Trotsky to Military Headquarters

in Kiev, May 10, 1919:




Since the Jewish S.R. (Socialist Revolutionary
rarty, 'Fecale Zion', and other Jewish workers'
organizations announced their readiness to or-
ganize sections of the Jewish workers to defend
the revolution, I propose to organize such forma-
tions under the authority of the (military) Head-
quarters. Blong with this proposal, I suggest
that the Jewish battalions enter those regiments
where there are also battalions ol other nation-
alities. 1In this way we can avcid the chauvinism
which results frowm the estrangement of the differ-
ent nationalities, and which, unfortunately, arises
when entirely independent national military units
are forwed.?

Again, Trotsky's desire for equality of responsikility is

evident. There were to be no favorites, especially since

there had obviously been rumblings of preferential treatwment
within the ranks. 1In another letter on the subject of troop
Lovenents, Trotsky noted that"strong chauvinist agitation on
this subject was being carried on awmong the Red Aruy wen and
finding a certain response there."53
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The 1917-1924 period marked the height of Trotsky's power.
Vith the death of Lenin, Trotsky found himself locked in a ’
life-and-death struggle with Stalin for control of the Prarty
and the State. Given that struggle, and given the beginning
of conservative reaction to the Revolution within Russia, it
should not come as a surprise that the issue of Trotsky's
Jewishness would cowme into question. Trotsky himself gives
the best outline of the flow of events during this period.
In the years of the revelutionary ascendancy, this
question never had the slightest iwportance...The
question of ny Jewish origin acquired importance
only after I had become & subject for political bait-
ing. Anti-Sewitisw raised its head with that of anti-

Trotskyisin. They both derived from the same source--
the pett; bourgeois reaction against October .24




The ideas of the revolution were gradually losing hold over
the stratum of the party that held direct power over the
country. As reaction set in, that power stratum developed
its own independent aiws, and tried to subordinate the

oy~ L. - e a- -
revolution to ¢l

)

ieim. The division grew slowly, as the mewnory
of 1917 was still powerful. “'But under cover of traditional
forms, a different psychcoclogy was developing. The interna-
tional prospects were growing dim. The every-day routine
was completely absorbing the people. HNew wethods, instead

of serving old aiwms, were creating new ones and, most of all,
a new psychology. In the eyes of many, the temporary situa-

tion began to seew the ultimate goal. 2 new type was being

fungt oy
evolved. °°
17ith the death of Lenin, the future of the Soviet state rested
on the outcome of the Trotsky-Stalin battle. It was a battle
that pitted the internationalism of the Trotskyites against
the restrictive, nationalistic views of Stalin and his plan

DR
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Socialism in one country. The nationalism of the new right

appealed to the deep-rooted nationalism of the Russian
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"The distrust of the alien was, after all, only a reilex of

that Russian self-centeredness, of which socialism in one

it

. . 55
country was the ideological abstract,”

Such a faction would
not let the fact of Trotsky, and later Zinoviev and Kamenev's
Jewish origin to go unexploited. Though assimilated and di-

-

rectly opposed to forms such as Zionism "they were still marked

Ly that 'Jewishness' which is the quintessence of the urban




way ot life in all its wodernity, progressiveness, rest-
lessness and onesidedness...They were, in a sense, the

'rootless cosmopolitans' on whom Stalin was Lo turn his

wrath openly in his old age. MNot for thewm was the ideal
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The scene was now sef ifor the battle that would cccupy

Trotsky for the next several vears, a battle that, in many

ways, was never resolved. It was Trotsky, with Zinoviev

)

and Kanmenev, as the Cpposition againsit the sociad
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country faction headed by stalin. Operating as an ever-
present shadow would ke Lhe political anti~Semitism of the
Stalinist faction nurtured in the ifertile soil of the Russian
psyche. It is frow that scil against the kackground of scc-
ietal stress that the pattecn of Russian anti-Semitism
formed. 2s author raul Lendvai analyzed:

If it is true that the fate of Jewry has alwavs
been emkedded in the structure o7 Soviet society,
then the rekindling of latent anti-Sewitism is a
concomitant of the rise of social tensions in a
conservative society which, for a variety of rea-
sens (loss of inner dynamisrn, evasicon of major
unsclved problews, a political vacuumn at the top,
the threat of Chira and the growing strains in
Eastern Europe). in periods of insecurity, whips
up party discipline and heroic traditions, nation-
alism and xenophobia, racialism, and the hatred
of the alien.29

The stage now set, we turn to Trotsky's fall and final exile
[

all the while noting that his Jewishness contirues to cast

its ominous shadow on Trotsky's tragic destiny.
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In January of 1928, Trotsky was convicted of counter-

revolutipnary activities and exiled to Alma-Alta in Tur-

kestan. The years tfrou 1924 had been years of steady de-

jo;

cline as Trotsky, leader oi the Opposition, was gradually
read out of the Bolshevik party. Despite all his atteupts

to obstruct the gradual ctalinizacion of Russia, Trotsky suf-

fered defeat after deifeat. The various biographies of Trotsky,
as well as the numerous histories of the period, all deal with

the various political, social and econcmic wmachinations of

(4 — » .
the Treotsky-Stalin battle. #What we nust focus 1n on here is
the particular role Trotsky's Jewish origin played in this

battle, and the particular way Stalin used that Jewish origin

to his advantage.

Robert Conduest's work on the purge trials of Russia cpen the
door to understanding the way Stalin worked. His anti-
Sewitism was a matter of policy rather than belief. Accord-
ing to Conquest, Stalin was an expert in cawouilage. He kKnew
how to use anti-Sewitism, while creating a facade of non-
discrimination. “The anti-Sewmitisw, thus disguised, was in
accord with Stalin's genreral exploitation of prejudices, and

of the gullibility andé pliability ¢f wan in general."a(

2

Stalin's utilization of the facade was perfectly suited for
the times. As we noted above, key ingredients were present

within Russian society allowing for a rebirth of nationalistic




Cever. fThere was political struggle at the top, reaction
to the revoiution, and economic uncertainty within the
country. 'Stalin, never fastidious in the choice of means,

dic¢ not shrink from exploiting anti-Jewish tendencies in

Yvmm by T vaaa dia A M i de 4 omaa N = A ot SivrrvAarntasdsaanae 1o
045 STfuggaee wWitii T UppOsitidn. 30 LArST SUrreptliclilusay,
by dark hints and illusions, Stalinist agitators stirred up /

anti-Sewmitic prejudices, brought it nearer to the surface,

until, in the period of the Great FPurges, it reached its

.. . L0
first climax. -

The realization that anti-sewitisw was being used against

»

him must have shocked Trotsky greatly. 2As a youth, he had
repudiated Jewish dewands for cultural autonony, and had

cstriven for the nerging of the Jews within the socialist camp.

P

Judaiswm and Jewish identity was to be subsupmed under the vic-
torious banner of international socialiswm. Now, however, as

he makes his wesy from woirker's cell to worker's cell, he 1is
followed by the haunting shadew of anti-semitiss. In a lettor
written by Trotsky to fellow pPolitbureau wewber Bukharin in 1920,
there is the suggestion that they try and investigate, first
nand, the reason for Trotsky's inabkility to speak freely in
groups that were previously open to him and to his views.

I think that you and I--two mewmbers of the Polit-
bureau--have, after all, a few things in comnon;
enough to calmly and conscientiously verify: whether
it is true, whether it is possible that in our party,
in Moscow, in a workers' nucleus, propaganda is be-
ing conducted which is vile and slandercus on the one
hand, and anti-semitic on the other; and that honest
workers are arfraid to question or to verify or to try
to refute any stupidity lest they be driven into the
street with their fawilies. Of course you can refer
we to the ‘'proper bodies'. But this would signify only
closing the vicious circle.®l




Trotsky rarely confronted open cases of anti-Sewmitism.

This, after all, did not rfit in with the facade that stalin
was trying to create. If Stalin wished to refer to the Jew-
ish crigins of the Opposition leaders, he would not openly
bring attention to it, but would bring light on it through
the use of cleverly worded slogans and statements. For ex-
anple, he published a statement that he [Lfought Trotsky,
sinoviev and Kamenev not because they were Jews, but because
they were Oppositionists. "It was absolutely clear to every-
one who thought politically, thathis deliberate equivocal
declaration was aimed merely at the 'excesses' of anti-
Semitism, while at the same tiwe bhroadcasting throughout the
entire Soviet IPress the very pregnant reminder, 'Den't forget
that the leaders oi the Cpposition are Jews'. Such a state-

. . . s
went gave carte blanche to the antl—semlte.”’z

Stalin rewmained adept at being publically against the spread
of anti-Senitism while evoking its use to £it his purposes.
Like the egquivocal statement above, Stalin used the arts and
wedia to produce similar thinly-veiled anti-Semitic pieces.
‘The Bolshevik-Jewish Tribuna found itself compelled to recog-
nize sowme 'strange' features in plays which, purportedly, had
been produced to conbat anti-Semitisin. One of the plays, 'The
Crime of Citizen Surkev”...cont2ined a peculiar portrayal of
Eviripadov, the leading anti-Senite...Pnother play...gave a
tender-hearted representation of anti-Semitism. The same news-—

paper went on to coument that anti-Semitisin was portrayed as
&3

nothing more than a minor nisunderstanding.”




truggled in vain. His

U

Against such a background, Trotsky

W
£

tragic destiny seened assured when a mass Opposition pro-

test, scheduled for the 10th anniversary of the Revolution,
went awry. On Lovewber 7, 1927, Trotsky was surveying the

descow situaticn as the hoped-for protest developed. “AT

kevolution fquare, he stopped and attempted to harangue & -
column of workers warching towards the Lenin Mausoleum. 2t

once policemen and activists assailed hiw. Shots were fired.
There were shouts: 'Lown with Trotsky, the Jew, the Traitor.'

The windscreen of his ' car was smashed. The umarching coluwn
'

watcched the scene uneasily, but moved on.

Throughout the Trotsky-stalin struggle, stalin maintained his

th

CT

icial policy of denouncing anti-Semitisw. The official

version was readily accepted as the true picture of what Jew-
ish life was like in the Soviet Union. ttalin, of course, was
happy to reconfirm the rosy picture. When asked to compent on

the state of the Jews in Russia, Stalin gave the following reply:
National and racial chauvinism is a survival of the
barberous and cannibalistic period. 2Anti-Sewitism
serves its exploiters as a lightening rod to protect
capitalism from the attack of the working people, 2
wrong path to divert the latter from the right one,
and lead them intc a jungle. BS consistent interna-
tionalists, Communists, therefore, cannct be but
irreconcilable and sworn enemies of anti-Semitismn.
Anti-Semitism, a phenonongn prOLQUhéJY hostile to the
Soviet regime, is sternly repressed in the USSR. Un-
der the laws of the USSR, active anti-Sewites are sub-
ject to capital punishment.©d

It is interesting to conktrast Stalin's view of the period with

iy

that of his daughter Svetlana regarding anti-Sewitism in the
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In the Soviet Union only during the tirst decade
aiter the Revolution was anti-femitisn dormant.
But with the expulsion of Trotsky, and the exter-
minaticen during the yeare of the purges of 21d
Party mnembers, nany of whom were Jews, anti-
Sewitism was reboern in new grounds, and first of
all in the Farty itself. To this wy father not
only ga¢& his support; he even propogated a good
deal of it himwself. In Soviet Russia, where anti-
Semitism had old roots among the middle classes
and the beaurocracy, it now spread throughout the
width and breadth of the land with the speed of a
plague .6

AN
The Furge Trials of the 1930's plagued Trotsky for a nurkber
of reasons. There was, of course, the obvious falsifica-
tion of charges against him as leader of the conspiracy
against stalin and thus the State. Trotsky spent much of his
time during this period of his life writing piece after piece
defending himself against the charges, and trying vainly to
warn the world of the anti-Semitism that was growing as a can-
cer within stalin's Russia. The eifect of stalin's purges in
Russia was to virtually terminate much of the organized life
of Jewish communities. Trotsky set out to sound the alarw,
especially in socialist circles, that the true causes oif the
wovement were being replaced by sta2lin's own designs. Despite

warning after warning, Trotsky's ch on deaf and dis-
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believing ears.

one such reaction saw no anti-Semitisw in the purge trials.
The purges, according to this view, reflected a conflict in

personalities with religion or ethnic crigin having no place

at all in the fight. gSuch an opinion would state: "It is not




anti-temwitism that is "ehind this move to drive the opposi-
tion away from the center of government...it is a clash of ¢

)
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perscnallities 1n quest OL power. !

ry

¢imilar thoughts were vciced in an article in the Philadel- '

phia Jewish Exponent in February, 1937. This piece, entitled

"The Russian Enigna , expressed the view that there were no

grounds to foster the belief that anti-Semiftism had flared up

7}

again within Russia. The author saw no difficulty in be-

lieving Stalin's charges of collaboration between the accused

w

Bolsheviks and the Nazi's for the purpose of destroying the
Stalinist system. The defendant's Jewishness was not to be
considered, for, he notes, they had long ago shunned their

Judaism and were ‘never anything but mere Jews by birth,

nothing more.

Even the 5socialist press rejected Trotsky's warnings. Deut-

scher notes the following which appeared in the New York Yid-

.

dish Daily Der Tag. This 1is the first tiwe that we or the
Jewish Fress have heard such an accusation. We have been ac-

customed to look to the Soviet Union as to our only consola-~

ticn, as far as anti-Semitism is corcerned...lt is unforgivalkilce
zhat Trotsky should raise such groundless charges against

. . 69 P . - .
talin. Similar amazeuwent was volced by such famous liter-

ary luminaries as Thecdore Dreiser, Granville Hicks and xax

Lerner.70

pDespite official banishment, conspiracy charges and little
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he world to the evils

ol oHtalin and to £talinist-sponsored anti-Semitism.

In an interview with correspondents oI the Jewish Telegraphic

£

ency, and the iexican Ler Jdeq in January, 1937, Trotsky

2

flatly asserted that anti-senitisw was being used by the
Stalinist regiue.

You ask me if the Jewish question still exists in
the USSR Yes, it exists...The ownipotent bureau-
cracy Stl “les the development of national culture
just as it does the whole of culture. Worse still,
the country of the great proletaLlan revolution is
now pas;1ng through a period of profound reaction...
To reinforce its doy1natlon, the burecucracy does
not even hesitate to resort in a scarcely cawrouflaged
manner to chauvinistic tendencies, above all to anti-
Senitic ones The latest Moscow trial, for example,
was staged w1th the hardly concealed design of pre-
senting internationalists as faithless and lawless
Jews who are capable of selling themselves to the
German Gestapo.

Since 1925, and above all since 1926, anti-Semitic
dewagogy, well camouflaged, unattackable, goes hand
in hand with symbolic trials against avowed pogromni-
ists...An important part of the Jewish petty bour-
geoise has been absorbed by the Lormldable apparatuses
of the state, industry, commerce, the cooperatives,
etc., above all in their lower and middle layers.
This fact engenders an anti-Sewitic state of feeling,
and leaders manipulate it with a cunning skill in
order to canalize and to direct especially against
the Jews the existing discontent against the bureau-
cracy.

rerhaps the most stunning attack by Trotsky on the anti-

Semitic trend in Russia was written in February, 1937 entit-

led Therwidor and Anti-Semitism. The article systematically

sutlined Trotsky's position. He used the term Therwidor to

designate the seizure of power by the conservative Stalinist

pbureaucracy. The terw Thermidor was the wonth of the French
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Revolution when a reactionary force overthrew the radical
Jacobins. Trotsky saw this being paralleled within the

Soviet Union.

3
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I beainning of this article, Trotsky notes the reaction
o ] Py

by wany to his charges of anti-Semitism in Russia. He re-
inds us as well that we should not be shocked at his charges
of apti-Semitism for it has a long and devilish history with-
in Russia which he briefly outlines. To this end, he notes
that it is folly to think that the inbred anti-Semitism ot
Russia would disappear within twenty yeérs sinply because
legislation was passed. This fact established, Trotsky goes
on to outline the social situation in Russia that paved the
way for a rebirth of prejudice.

The Soviet regime, in actuality, initiated a series

of new phenomena which, because of the povertyv and
low cultural level of the population were capable of
generating anew, and did in ract generate anti~-Semitic
moods. The Jews are a typical city population. They
comprise a considerable percentage of the city peopula-
tion in the Ukraine, in white Russia and even in Great
Russia. The Soviet, were than any other regime in the
world, needs a very great nunber of civil servants.

Civil servants are recruited frow the more cultured

city population. Naturally the Jews occupied a dis-
proportionatly large place among the bureaucracy and
particularly so in its lower and r.iddle levels. Gf
course, we can close our eyes to that fact and limit
ourselves to vague generalities about the equality and
brotherhood of all races. But an ostrich policy will
not advance us a single step. The hatred of the pea-
sants and the workers for the bureaucracy is a funda-
mental fact in Soviet life. The despotism of the regiue,
the persecution of every critic, the stifling of every
living thought, firnally the judicial frame-ups are merely
the reflection of this basic fact. Even by a priori
reasoning, it is impossible not to conclude that the
hatred for the bureaucracy would assuwe an anti-semwitic




color, at least in those places where the Jewish
functionaries cowpose a significant percentage of
the population and are thrown into relief against
the broad background of the peasant wmasses...

He who attentively observes Scviet life, even if

only through cfficial publications, will, frowm tiume

to time see bared in various parts of the ccuntry,

hidecus bureaucratic abscesses: bribery, corruption,
embezzlement, murder of persons whose existence is

enbarrassing to the bureaucracy, violation of women

and the like. Were we to slash vertically through,

we would see that every such abscess resulted from

the bureaucratic stratum. Sometimes Moscow is con- /
strained to resort to demonstration trials. 1In all

such trials, the Jews inevitably comprise @ signifi-

cant percentage, in part because, as was already

stated, they wake up a large part of the bureaucracy

and are branded with its odium, partly because, in-

pelled by the instinct of self preservatiocn, the lead-

ing cadre of the bureaucracy at the center and in the

provinces, strives to divert the indignation of
working wasses frowm itself to the Jews. This fa
was known to every critical observer in the USSR
far bkack as ten years ago when the Stalin regime
hardly as yet revealed its basic features.

the
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The struggle against the Cppesition was, for the ruling
clique, a guestion of life and death. The program,
principles, ties with the masses, everything was rooted
out and cast aside bhecause of the anxiety of the new
ruling clique for its seli-preservation. These people
stop at_nothing in ovrder to guard their privileges and
power.72

Trotsky goes on to list the variocus instances of slurs that
were used against hiw, his fawily 2nd his friends. e out-
lines the growing anti-gemitic style of the government hetween
the vears 1923 and 192¢ and dwells on the use by Stalin of
camouilaged preiudice.

Under the direction of Stalin, Uglanov in Moscow, and
Kirov in Leningrad, carried through this line system-
atically and alwost fully in the open. In crder the
mwore sharply to demonstrate the differences between
the 'old' course and the 'new', the Jews, even when
unreservedly devoted to the general line, were renoved
from responsible party and Soviet posts. Not only in

Y/
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the country, but even in the Moscow factories the
baiting of the Cpposition back in 1926 often assumed

a thoxoughlv obvious anti-Semitic character. Many
agitators spoke brazenly: 'The Jews are rioting'.

I received hundreds of letters deploring the anti-
Cemitic methods in the struggle with the Opposition...

Again; if such methods are practiced at the very top
where the personal respon51u¢ll”y ct StallP is abso-
lutely ungquestionable, then it is not hard to iwagine
what transpires in the ranks, at the factories, and
especially at the kolkhozes. And how can it be other-
wise? The physical exterwination ot the older genera-
tion of the Bolsheviks is, for every person who can
think, an incontrovertible expression of Therwidorian
reaction, and in its most advanced stage at that
History has never yet seen an example when the reac-
tion following the revolutionary upsurge was not
accompanied by the most unbridled chauvini ¢ passions,
anti-Semitism amonyg them.

The Thermidor represented the comwplete Trotsky attack on the
evils of Stalin and his regime, and its use of anti-Semwitisii.
The reaction to it by confirwmed Stalinists was, as was to be
expected, negative. Among the Trotskyites, it served to
heighten their hatred of the conditions in Russia. In 1938
Trotskyites convened at a convention in Switzerland to estak-
lish a Fourth International which was to be independent ot

the Moscow centered Third International. The attewpt rfailed

Q

to create the support that Trotsky and his followers desire

The Stalinist clique had successfully cut Trotsky ofl Zrow
~ontrol, and pressed their cawpaign to discradit him througn
the various charges and trials that were held in Hoscow. The

Thermidor fell on dea: ears and, in spite of its prophetic

undertones, rema@ined buried under the weight of stalipist

opaganda.




s writings in the 30's is

to he constantly noted. Tirelessly he fought for the world
shcialist revolution. With uncanny perception he isolated
trends that would spell danger for the world and the world's
Jews, and urged them to unite around the bannrer of interna-

ionalism.

Let us now consider how the Jewish juestisn Lound its way into
Trotsky's other writings in that turbulent decade of global
uncertain The 1930's saw Trotshky fighting the kattle flor

international socialiswn on a varviety of fronts, but the ob-

~

stacles to be overcome were just Ltoo stubborn. The decade

saw decaying capitalism in the west; ctalinism and its parti-
cular brand of socialism in one country threatening to destroy
shat which he held dear in Russia, and a general tendency to-

wards FaBcist totalitarian solutions. Trotsky struggled val-
iantly against all these trends, and in decing so frequently
concerned himself with the fate of the Jew withir each situa-
+ion. As the thirties advanced, and the Nazi takeover was
consolidated, Trotsky more and wore had to deal with the Jewish

question.

Trotsky saw in Nazi Germany a confrontation that involved the
future direction of mankind. Hitler's ultra-nationalisu,
racism and coercive technigues threatened wan with a return
to the Dark Ages. Jith Hitler, the rationalism of the 19th

and 20th centuries was being challenged by the medieval wyths

of race and blood; myths that served to bolster the sagging




—DL—

spirits of the Gerian lower-middle classes. Thus Trotsky
wrote: Everything which society, 1f it had developed
noriwally (i.e. towards socialisw), would have rejected...

as the excrement of culture is now kursting out through

RIS SRR canitalis P T I P S sl i >
its Lhroat; capitalist CivillizadcLion 1S discouraging un-

digested barbarity--such is the psychology of National
P

ociaiism.“7
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Naturally Trotsky saw the rise of Nazism over against the
decaying capitalisw of Gerwany, and naturally he saw, in

the victory of international sccialism, the answer to the
problem of threatening Fascism. He called on the wenbers
of the Fourth International to disclose the root causes of
anti-Senitism so as to prevent its recurrence. Yet, when
it came to the threatened Jews of Cermany, e realized that

-

the/ would not be saved Ly it
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ng for Trotskyite victories.
‘fruediate practical neasures were required to save the Jews
from NMazi butchers. With the defeat of the socialist revolu-
tion in Europe, nothing could have helped cxcept 2 poweriul
international cawmpaign to spotlight Hitler's actual plans,

and to force open the doors of the Western countries most acle
to give asylum, especially the United 5States and England.
Trotsky called for nass action and denanded asylum now for

the threatened Jews. &Such a demand, Trotsky argued, could

unite all genuine opponents of Fasciswm - scocialist or not -

in @ mass movernent which imicht have saved millions from the

gas chambers."75
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The work of the Rmerican Fund for Political Prisoners proved
o be a failure. The "realistic®" approaches of labor, re-
formist, Ctalinist and Zionist wovements in favoring less

active weasures, dooned the wovement to ineffectiveness.

Despite Yrotsky's concern for the lmwediate rescue of

)
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threatened Jews, no socialist unity was forthcoming. Once

again his optimisw was sorely tested, his [aith viciously
. 76

tried.

The rise of Wazism, the victories of Stalinism, the entire

spe®cre of uncertainty that engulfed the world, plus the

‘rugtration of his own positicn, allowed Trotsiy

I

continuing
to consider, in greater depth, his views on Jews and Jewish-

ress. The realit; of virile anti-Sewitism was not to be de-

nied. Yet the political :acts only caused toc breed continuing

despair.

i

iJnat then of Trotsky's stand —»n Palestine? Did he go through

a change of mind; did he finally see sowe value in 2 territor

i

{

ial-nationalistic soluticon to ke Jewish guestion? In an

Sid [

interview in February of 1934, he tock up this question:

The question was put to Trotsky as to the possibility ot

Palestine as a Jewish homeland now that the anti-fewitisn ot

Germany was a reality. He replied in the [o

,_—l

lowing manner:

Both the fascist state in Gernany, as well as the
Arabian-Jewish struggle, bring forth new and very
clear verifications of the principle that the Jew-
ish question cannot be solved within the framework
of capitalism. I do neot know whether Jewry will be
built up again as a nation. However, there can be
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no doubt that the waterial conditions for the
existence of Jewry as an independent nation could
e brought about only by the proletarian revolution.
There is ro such thing on our planet as the idea
that one has uwore claiw to land than another.

The estal 0f a territorial base for Jewry
in ralest any other country, is conceivalkle
only with ¢ srations of large human masses.
Only a tr'tmpnant socialisw can take upon itself
such tas It can be forseen that it may take
place ci orn the basis of a mutual understand-
1rg, O

the aid of a kind of international
tribunal which should take up this ques-
tion anu sulve it.

The blind allev in which German Jewry tinds itself,
as well as the blind alley in which Zionism finds
itself, is inseperably bound up with the blind alley
of world capitalisr, as a whole. ©Onrly when the Jew-
ish workers clearly see this interrelationship will

thev be forewarned against pessimism and despair.77

hree vears later in Mexico, Trotsky returned to the question
cf the Jewish homeland. 1In this interview, he reiterated his
belief that Lioniswm was incapakle of solving the problewn op-
erating under the uwbrella of 'rotting capitalisw” and Brit-
ish imperialisi.” 2gain he puts his trust in socialisw and
the attendant collapse of nationalism.

Socialism will open the possibility of great migra-
tions on the basis of the wost devei\ped tecnnigue

and culture. It geces without saving that what is

here involved is not cowmpulsory displacewments, that
is, the creation of new ghettos for certain ration-
alities, but displacements freely consented to, or
rather deuwanded by certain nationalities or parts of
nationalities. The dispersed Jews who would want to
be reassembled in the sauwe cowwunity, will find a suf-
ficiently extensive and rich spot under the sun. The
same possibility will be openred for the Arabs, as for
all other scattered nations. National To)ag raphy will
become part of the planned economy. This is the grand

)

s

historical perspective that I envisage. To work for
international sccialisuw mcansoalso to work for the solu-
tion of the Jewish question.’”
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iflow ironic that his dream of decades ago is being brought to
light under the banner of international capitalism. In July

of 1940, a mwonth before his death, Trotsky wrote again on the

=

possibility of Jewish salvation in Palestine.

The attempt to solve the Jewish dJuestion through

the migration of Jews to Palestine can now be seen
for what it is, a tragic mochkery of the Jewish people.
Interested in winning the sympathy of the Arabs who
are more numerous than the Jews, the British govern-
went has sharply altered its policy toward the Jews,
and has actually renounced its promise to help them
found their 'own home' in a foreign land. The future
development of military events uway well transform
ralestine into a bloody trap for several hundred
thousand Jews. HNever was it so clear as it is today
that the salvation of the Jewish people is bound ug
inseperablv with the overthrow of the capitalist svs-
tem. /Y

Much of the ideology voiced by Trotsiy with respect to rales-
tine, can be found to be in line with Trotsky's views on the
experimental national Jewish colony set up by Stalin in the
area called Sirobidjan. ¢£talin opened this area up for Jewish
colonization in the late 1¢920's, and tried to populate it with
Jews. The area, remote and hardly suitakle to large-scale
agricultural enterprises, never really amounted to the prom-—
ised land within the Soviet Union, despite attenpts b, various
international organizations to interest imwigrants. In Octo-
ber of 1934, Trotsky replied fto a letter sent to hiw by 2 group

of Jewish Left Oppositionists which asked his views on the

ot

pirobidjan project.

In his reply, Trotsky noted that a worker's government is duty

bound to credte for its citizens the hest possibl

D 2 .

conditions

16}




Por cultural development. LI this involved the wish of

zhe inhabitants to credte their own schools, press and

other institutions, then so e it. The key, of course,
is that this be voiuntary. 1In other words, people should
have the freedom cof wobkility Lo chuwse arels of living and

the right to develop institutions oif thelr own once that

area is found. This is the basis e international soo-

restrictions. Again, the key is i{reedomn. In the s

(9

the national question there wust be no restraint; on the
contrary, there must be an all-sided material assistance for
the cultural needs of all nationalities and ethnic ygroups.
17 this or that rational group is doowed to go Jdown (in the
national sense), then this must proceed 1in the sawe way as

a natural process, but never as a consedguence cl any terri-

torial, economic, or adrinistrative difficulties.

Trotsky, it would seen, would have no obiection to such &

~slony provided that it was freely arrived at and not created

o)
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tional peclitical-econcnic notives. fuchh & suczplcion
seel:s evident when he wentioned the colony in the course ox
his Mexican interview in 1u37.

On Birobidjan I can give you nu wore Lhan
sonal evaluations. I am not acqwaiﬁteﬂ with this
region, and still less with the conditions in which
the Jews have settled there. In any case it can be

no wove than a very limited experience. The USSR
alone would still be too pocr to resclve its own
Jewish guestion, even under a2 regice wuch wore social-

e v -
pex

mn

5
ist than the present one. The Jewish question, I
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repeat, is indissclubly bound up with the complete

emm@ncipation of humanity. Everything else that is

done in this domain can only be a pallative and

often even a two;edged blade, as the example of

Palestine shows.®
Thus, Trotsky seened to view the creation of Birobidjan with
congidevalble suspicion. He did not seem opposed to it in
theory, but he is opposed to any type of non-voluntary unit.
The true salvation will come only in an international mesaic

5
e

voluntary groupings.

Tnroughout the turmoils of the thirties, and in the face ot
the disintigrating world situation, Trotsky remained faitnful
to his basic belief in the validity of international socialisw
as the solution to the Jewish question in various countries.
2wong the groups that responded to his pleas were Yiddish-

speaking Communist workers in France and the United States.

Tn contrast to the leftist Zicnist Factions in these countries,

\

I

the Trotskyites saw the Jews as part of a revolutionary forc
which had a definite role to play in the kattle for socialisn's
victory within their own countries. In letters to the workers
within these countries, Trotsky urged them not to becone a sep-
arate entity but to join with other workers as part of the in-
ternational proletariat. In 1932 Trotsky wrote a letter to the

viddish language Opposition paper in New York called Unser Kami.

The English language Militant published the same letter on June
11, 19¢32. 1In it, Trotsky urged the cooperation of Jewish work-
ers with like-minded non-Jews sc as to build a ketter interna-

-

riornal movement. Each group would bring its own unigueness and

tiivs build a greater whole.




The Jew1&h workers in the United States are a large
and important part of the whole proletariat in the

country. IHistorical cenditions have wade the Jewish

workers susceptible to the ideas of scientific Com-
munism. The very fact of the dispersenent of the

Jewish workers in a number of countries should in-
ctill ir thewm, and does instill in them, the ideas

of interrationalism. In view of just this alone, the
Comnunist Left Cpposition has every reascn to count

on @ big influence auwong the Jewish proletarians in
the Unikted ctates. what characterizes the Left Oppo-

sition primarily is its profound international char-
acter. rrecisely hecause of this, it wust speak in
every national larnduage. The existence of an inde-
pendent Jewish publication serves not to separacte the
Jewish workers, but on the contrary to nake availahle
to them those ideas which cowkine all *}e worxers in

sne international revolutionary fawily. VYou, 1t is
anderstood, reject decisively and intransigently the
01d pundist principle of federation of the national
srganizations. The Jewish workers won over by your
paper must struggle within the gerneral ranks oL the
Communist League ard the mass organizations of the
paper will de-

0

Americarn proletariat. Insofar as y
velop and strengthen, it way also a
beyond the boundaries of the United
in South Ruerica, in Burope and ral

2s Trotsky surveyed the world situation in the late thirties,

he could not help but grow increasinzly alarwed. Ko amount

“H

of effort seemed to be enough to stem the growing tides ol
reaction and persecution. Anti-Seritism was runnping rampart
throughout Europe, and signs of its enveloping the United
ctates were becoming ever wore sinister. ¢Shortly arter the
fermation of the Fourth Irnternational, Trotsiky issued ar ur-
~<ent appeal to the American Jewish community. Ustensibly the
appeal was for funds to help his movement conbat the growing
~eactionary menace. In the course or :that agpeal, he sounced
ayain his call for an international worker' alliarce. Now,

however, the call was even more pronounced, the lavel of fear

aven nigher.




In Lppeal To hmnerican Jews Menaced by Facism and Anti-

{T

Semnitisw, written in Decenber of 1638, Trotsky cites the

rising tide ol anti-sewmitiswm throughout the world, and even
in the United States. As the world situation declined, so
cuntries willing to aid the Jews. The
e of the drama can only be the physical extermin-
action of the Jews . All attempts to aid them have failed.
“tlow more than ever, the fate of the Jewish people -- not
only their political but also their physical fate -- is
indissolubly linked with the emancipating struggle of the

4 . N : .83 . . .
international proletariat.'’ Nothing short of wmassive

world-wide organization and action would be akle to save the

Jews from a grim fate.

Unfortunately for the world, as well as for Trotsky and the
Jews, there was to be no mass internaticnal movement of action,
funds, or revolution. The world had already careened too far
along its road to global conflict to stop for a breath of
reason. The second world war found Trotsky still clinging to
his ideals. In May of 1940, the Fourith International convened
an Emergency Conference out of which came treatises on the re-

lationship between imperialisw and the world proletarian revol-

e}

ation. In this work, Trotsky attewpts to see the dilewwa of

the Jews as a consequence of decaying capitalisw. One nav won-

£

Q

er if Trotsky does not feel something more than academic kin-

<

ship to the Jewish problem. Like the Jews, Trotsky was an

eternal refugee, bidden to wander the face of the earth in
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search of a home and an identity, struggling, in the face
of =z decaying world to live, only to be viciously cut down.
Does Trotsky's tragic life symwbolize the historical exper-
ience of the eternal Jew? Ever searching for a home, for
acceptance, for an ideal? He writes:

The world of decaying capitalisw is overcrowded.

The question of adicitting a hundred extra refugees
becowes a major probklem for such a world power as
the United States. In an era of aviation, tele-
graph, telephone, radio, and television, travel

fron country to country is paralyzed by passports
and visas. The period of the wasting away of for-
eign trade and the decline of dowestic trade is at
the same time the period of the monstrous intensi-
fication of chauvinism, and especially anti-GCemitism.
In the epoch of its rise, capitalism took the Jewish
people out of the ghetto and utilized them as an in-
strument in its commercial expansicn.

Today decaying capitalist society is striving to
squeeze the Jewish people frow all its pores; seven-
teen million individuals out of the two billion pop-
ulating the globe, that is, less than one percent
can no longer find a place on our planet! Amic the
vast expanses cof land and the marvels of technologvy,
which has also conquered the skies for man as well
as the earth, the bourgecis has menaged to conver
our planet into a foul prison....%

v

On Bugust 21, 1940, Leon Trotsky was assassinated in ‘exico,
a victim of Stalin's tenacious deterwination to rid hnimself

of his mwost hated rival...the eloquent spokeswan for inter-

national socialism and tragic svrbol of Jewish destiny

¥ 1Y .
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A story of Rabbi Mair the saint and sage and Elisha ben Abiyuh,
the heretic, called sometimes Akher (the stranger).

Oonce on a Sabbath Rabbi Meir was with his teacher,

and as usual they became engadged in a deep argument.

The heretic was riding a donkey, and Rabbi Meir, as

he could not ride on a sabbath, walked by his side

and listened so intently to the words of wisdom fal-

ling from his heretical lips that he failed to notice

that he and his teacher had reached the ritual bound-

ary which Jews were not allowed to cross on a sabbath.

The great heretic turned to his orthodox pupil and

said: 'Look, we have reached the boundary-we must

part now; you must not accompany me any farther--go

back.:' Rabbi Meir went back to the Jewish community,

while the heretic rode on--beyond the boundaries of

Jewry .85
Leon Trotsky spent his life beyond the boundaries of the estab-
lished order. Be it the Czars, Stalin, the BUND or Zionism,
Trotsky went beyond parochial definitions of movements and civ-
ilizations to the frontiers of creativity. He saw socialism's
victory within an international permanent revolution and a new
Jewish identity as an emerging element in that dynamic process.
The traqgedy was the gap between the frontiers of Trotsky's im-

agination and the reality of twantieth~-century history.

The realities of history placed Trotsky within a civilization
of extreme flux where men and their ideologies clashed openly,
and where the tools of repression and persecution were the norm.
Anti-Semitism followed Trotsky to the frontier as it had fol-
lowed his brothers into the Pale. The Jew, Jewishness and anti-
Semitism were too much imbedded within the fabric of Russian
culture to allow Trotsky & vacuum-like existence. Jews have

never lived unaffected by the general culture; there are no

- -
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vacuums in Jewish history.

The struggle that resulted betwsen Trotsky and Stalin brought,
as we have seen, nagging confrontations between Trotsky and
his Judaism. Despite his staunch faith in the ultimate strug-
gle and eventual salvation of international socialism and of
Judaism's solution within that struggle, Trotsky was to die
never seeing even a glimmer of his fought-for dream. Content
with his vision of & global upheavel that would transform man-
kind, he suffered the despair of similar futurists when the
reality of glorified nationalism transfarmed his vision into

a throbbing hightmare. There are no vacuums on the frontier

@either.

The tragedy and frustration of Trotsky has been noted by Schol-
ars for years. Consider now, however, one man's reaction to
Trotsky's struggle, The following is from a letter written hy
a lifelomng Trotskyite who devoted much time and energy to the
vision of the Fourth International in England:

Parhaps the element of Graek tragedy in Trotsky's
1ife which is always noted is to be found, not in
the fall of a titan and the death of 2ll near to
him, but in his attempt from the earliest days to
ignore his Jewish heritage and all that entails,
only to find it increasingly impossible to do so

due to the unscrupulous use of anti-Semitiswm by his
arch enemy (from aboutil925). At the very end of
his life...hé discavered,..the unique danger threat-
ening the Jews--less than 1% of the globe's popula-
tion being squeezed qut 'from al}l its pores.' This
after & lifetime of believing the Jewish problem to
be only a componant of the larger and infinitly more
significant one of the decay of capitaliam; and one
that could only be solved in the larger framework of
'‘socialism or barbarism.' The moment one admits that
Jewish survival, Jewish participation in the history

A |—



of the revolution, anti-Semitism, etc., are unidue,
the whale of the Marxist structure collapses......

Poor Trotsky tried so desperately to achieve assjim-
ilatjon-not as is usually the case into the estab-
lished society--but to create a new society into
which he could assimilate., Unfortunately you cannot -
erase the old so easily. Popular anti-Semitism, in-
terested anti-Semitism (Stalin etc.), the unsolicited
fact that most of his friends were Jews...and damned
by him by their support, all weant that he wore the
yellow star despite himself. By 1940, he was recog-
nizing the irrational nature of anti-Semitism and the
unigueness of the Jewish tragedy, but then his own
tragedy ceme to a sharp end.3®

And what of Trotsky's place in Judaism? As 2 prophet of an in-
ternational cooperative society held together by an evolving
economic order, he opened up new possibilities for as yet un-
realized Jewish identities. The banishment of Trotsky from

the ranks of Jewish heroes-nb}y served to confirm a view of
Judaism that sees as its legitimate definitions the identity
structures of & present or a past. Within such narrow lines,
Trotsky never was comfortable. His concern for a new future,
while never realized, nonetheless allowed him to serve as a

spiritudl catalyst for possible new Jewish futures, futures

that saw the entire world as home, and 21l mankind as equal
gharers in that home. The evils of nationalism, and for him
capitalism, served only to comstrict the possible emergence of

an international identity.

Trotsky appears then as the prototype of the Midrash's Elisha
ben Abiyah; the Jew who transcends the present systems, and by
doing so, confirms the dynamism of being Jewish. Trotsky, like

Elisha, traveled beyond the posted boundary, on to an uncharted



frontier from a Judaism that he found too narrow, too archaic
and too constricting. Yet, to deny Trotsky's Jewishness he-
cause of his passage beyond the boundary would be to negate
the evolutionary creativity that has indeed heeg\thc charac-

teristic of all Jewish history. Trotsky and his parallels

remain unique in their ability to break new ground into new
civilizations creating new Judaisms. To break that new dground,
to forge the new identities regquired the ability to function
é on the frontiers of civilizations, beyond the Pale of secure

pasts and presents.

Protsky, like Jewish revolutionaries of all ages, functioned

not within @ society, but on the borderlines of several. The
genius to survivé and create in such an environment marks Trotsky
as the real revolutionary thinker that he was. Never content to
make peace with the present, Trotsky lived and died on the intel-
lectual frontiers of an internationalism that is still to be

realized.

Deutscher brilliantly sums up the place of men like Trotsky,
Marx, Spinoza and Freud within the continuum of Jewish history
in the following manner:

They were 2 priori exceptional in that as Jews they
dwelt on the borderlines of various civilizations,
retigions and national cultures. They were born and
brought up on the borderlines of various epochs. Their
minds matured where the most diverse cultural influences
crossed and fertilized each other. They lived on the
mdrgins, or in the nooks and crannies of their respec-
tive nations. Each of them was in society, and yet, not
in it....They are all determinists because having watched
many societies and studied many ‘ways of life' at close
quarters, they grasp the basic regularities of life.



Their manner of thinking is dialectical, because,
living on the borderlines of nations and religions,
they see society in a state of flux. They conceive
reality as being dynamic, not static. Those who

are shut within one society, one nation or one re-
ligion, tend to imagine that their way of life and
their way of thought have absolute and unchangeable
validity, and that all that contradicts their stand-
ards is somehow ‘unnatural’, inferior, or evil. Those,
on the other hand, who live on the borderlines of var-
jous civilizations, comprehend more clearly the great
movements and the great contradictoriness of nature
and society .87

\
| Seen in this light, we can now appreciate Trotsky as being re-

presentative of that type of liberating personality that extends
the possibilities of Jewish jdentities to new and more challeng-
ing directions. Rather than symbolizing the destruction of

Judaism, Trotsky can be seen as @ man who laid the foundations

t for the creation of an international Jewish identity, an identity
that would be freed from the destructive trappings of national
loyalties and emotions. 1In many ways, Trotsky represents the
still-to-be discovered Jew, the Jew that views no land as home,
but sees all lands as home. The international Jewish identity

is still a vision, an inhabitant of the frontiers of decaying
national civilizations. It‘still awaits discovery; it still suf-

fers from parochial fears that confuse freedom with assimilation.

The vision of Trotsky inéernationalism still awaits man. As the
twentieth century turns toward its final quarter, most of the
elements that drove Trotsky to defeat remain. Yet, to deny pro-
gress would be to deny hope. The uniqueness that is Jewish
survival has always clung to hope allowing the Trotsky's of

every age to move beyond the boundaries of the present to search
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for and create new Jewish futures. As lang as this persists,

the vision of Trotsky will live.
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