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DIGEST 

The purpose of this thesis is to list and comment upon 

in detai.l autobiographies of American J·ews living in the nine­

teenth and/or twenti.eth century. While the Amgj,can~ish 

Y~~Q..~ and J§Ni~lL!?..9_Q~wj\ll!ll!§:1 have listed autobiographies 

published i.n any given year, the annotations are rather sparse. 

This work should be viewed as an initial attempt to annotate 

the more than two hundred autobiographies already publtshed. 

Because of the tremendous number of volumes available, a 

selection was necessary in order to fit into the format of a 

rabbinic thesis. The books were arbitrarily selected and rep• 

resent Jews in theatre, art, journalism, education. social workw 

the rabbinate, law, and politics. They represent divergent 

political, religious, and philosophical attitudes along with 

different positions on the social ladder. 

Each autobiography was read and annotated with an eye to 

Jewish content. Did the author associate himself/herself with 

the Jewish community and if so what was the nature and extent 

of his/her association7 Did the author illuminate any issues•­

anti .. Semi.tism, immigration, economic life, or Jewish idfmti.ty 

in the United States? The commentary also attempts to prov:i.de 

information as to the character of the times which the volumes 

cover. Care was taken to be objective and to note PFeJudices 

of the authors. 

It is hoped that this thests can be used by the student 

of history as a tool to locate relevant material for specific 

investigations in nineteenth:- and twentieth .. century American 

Jewi.sh history. 
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Isadore Jacob Provis 1 "7' 

Anna Berman Alpert 
Jacob Alpert 

ii 
!I 

:I 

'i 
I 

' 

I 
I 

I 



PREFACE 

It seems to me that there are several quest:l.ons which 

must be asked before preparing an annotated selective bib .. 

liography of autobiographies of American Jews. Does man shape 

history or does history shape man7 Undoubtedly, man and his­

tory mold each other, but what is history? History is inquiry, 

the study or record of personalities, events, and phenomena, 

but what is its purpose? The goal of history is to better 

understand the nature of man and the influences which act up• 

on him such as economics, politics, society, culture, etc. 

There a.re multitudes of approaches and tools which the his­

torian can utilize. In this thesis I wish to develop more 

fully autobiography as a tool for the historian in general 

and the American Jewish historian in particular. 

Why use autobiographi.es7 What are their advantages and 

disadvantages? Autobiographies are eye .. witness accounts and 

personal reminiscences of people, events, and phenomena which 

the author has seen or experienced in his/her lifetime. The 

disadvantage is that all too often the author cannot or will 

not be totally objective in order to present himself/herself 

in the best possible light. Further, the autobiographer may 

change names and locales or be ambiguous i.n order to protect 

individuals or memories of 1.ndividuals. Desptte tl}ese dj.sad ... 

vantages, autobiographies are primary sources whi,;h depict 

the contemporary world of the author. The styles, values, 

mores, li.kes, dislikes, state of the economy, intellectual and 

social life of a given period emerge as well as the personality 
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of the author. Backed up with materials in other &1tobiographies, 

bi.ographies and histories, the autobiography is an excellent 

source of documentatton. Also i.n and of themselves most auto .. 

biographies are intrinsically interesting. 

Generally, students of American Jewish history begin their 

studies with the use of secondary matc1rials such as encyclo·· 

pedias and general histories and examine the ever abundant bib .. 

liographies closely. Then for further study, if one wanted to 

read autobiographical books of American Jews for further study, 

he/she could consult the JeltlJih...JlQQ!s...A.P-...illJ:fil. and find lists of 

autobiographies of American Jews which, however, have scant 

annotation. If the student di.d not know the particular per ... 

sonality he/she might i.gnore him/her. Tus, it is the purpose 

of this thesis to bri.ng some American Jewish autobiographies 

to the attention of those interested in American Jewish his ... 

tory and for use as a reference work. The annotation of each 

autobiography is designed to provide succint essential features 

of the book. 

It must be noted that this is a pioneering work1 Due to 

the scope of the thes i.s, twenty-five individuals and thirty .. one 

books were selected on an arb:l.trary basis from over two hund­

red such autobiographies in print. It is hoped that eventually 

the other volumes will be included. 

Based on twenty ... five indi.viduals, it is diffic\.tlt to come 

to any real conclusion about the American Jewtsh community 

other than to note its diversity. What is quite striking ts 

that many appear Jewish only in that they were born so. There 

is not a single wri.ter who could be considered Orthodox. 
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Outside of the rabbis, if Judaism has a central meaning for 

them, it is largely or mainly by association with the Jewish 

people. 

Lack of Jewish content in some of these autobiographies 

(and i.n Jewish autobiographies in general) offers many di.ffi ... 

culties. Unless one is familiar with the author, it may not 

be ascertainable whether he/she really identifies with Judaism 

as a religion~ system of ethics, or the Jewish people. Many 

times autobiographers only desire to present their roles in 

thetr work whether i.n law, medicine, education, politics, art 

or any other field. It may still be possible that the author 

may worship i.n a synagogue with some regulari.ty, be a Zionist:, 

or contribute to Jewish causes§ Thus, it becomes important 

to read all available sources of information either written 

about or by these people in order to attempt to understand 

them as fully as possible. 

******************** 

In any work there are always people in the background 

who contribute in a signif:tcant way to that work. Often 

these people remain in the background but it is my intention 

to bring some of these people to the forefront. I would 

11.ke to do so now. 

First I would 11.ke to thank all those who encouraged me 
-

while at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 'rReli.giont 

I have been inspired by my teachers, especially Rabbi Samson 

H. Levey ..... a true saint and scholar in Israel. His tutelage 

and friendship have been and will continue to be a source of 

inspiration. 
V 



Next, the staffs of the Hebrew Uni.on College Klau Ltbrary 

and the American Jewish Archives who were most helpful i.n 

locating materials used in thi.s work. The staff of the A~chives--.,_ 

Jeanette Weiss, Fannie Zelcer, Reva Rolnick, Marion Goldberg, 

and Rose Doty ..... were always cheerful and encouraging. 

Finally, I wish to acknowledge a debt. of gratitude to two 

peoplf~ who were vitally essenti.al to the complf.?tion of this ··; 

work ..... my thesis advisor Dr. Stanley F. Chyet and my wife Anna. 

Undoubtedly this thesis was inspired by Dr. Chyet•s love of 

history, literature, and most important, people both past and 

present. Translating an inspiration into the written word is 

not an easy task. Throughout the entire process, from formu .. 

lation to finished product, Dr. Chyet was there full of interest 

and enthusiasm. His suggestions were most helpful and provided 

me with a real educational experi.ence. After worktng with Dr. 

Ct~et, I hold him in the highest respect as a man, rabbi and 

scholar, 

As for my wtfe Anna, this thesi.s is covered by her love 

for me and for learning. Her perceptiveness was most helpful. 

I reli.ed upon many of her suggestions at every stage of writing. 

Further, she sacrificed many hours of her time and effort to 

read, re-read, type, and proof-read the thesis. She was always 

there wi.th her interest, enthusi.asm, and encouragement0 I only 

hope that I may be able to help her as much as she.has helped 

me- ... may we li.ve to one hundred and twenty so that 'I may have 

enough time: 
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CYRUS ADLER (1863-1940) 

1 ... J-~.Qon.a_ide.r&.the D~Y.§. ( Philadelphia: Jewi.sh Publicati.on 
Society, 1941) 

Cyrus Adler was a giant on the American Jewish scene, 

From the late nineteenth century through the fi.rst thi.rd of 

the twentieth century, he seemed to be 1.nvolved in all things 

Jewish. He had i.mportant roles in the American Jewish Com .. 

mittef:?, Dropsie College, the Jewish Theological Semi.nary of 

America, the Jewish Publi.cati.on Society i the American Jewish 

Historical Society, J!z!:f.is~t.~rl_y__B§_yj.~~ ( New Series), 

~.!Ilfil'J~~.§ll_Y~~r_B.p.oK~ etc. Further, Adler gained the 

reputation of bei.ng a first rate scholar, He was the fi.rst 

person to receive a degrc-~e of Doctor of Philosophy in Semitics 

from an American university (Johns Hopkins). Because of his 

scholarly ski.1.ls he found positions with the promoters of the 

Chicago Exposition of 1893, and the Smithsonian Institution. 

Adler's prominance as a scholar secured for him the presi.d­

ency of Drops ie Col':L·ege and the Jewish Theological Semi.nary. 

Throughout his lifetime he published numerous scholarly art ... 

i.cles and books. 

Adler writes well in the style of his times. His auto• 

biography is full of interesting eptsodes. Howeveri he is not 

prepared to provide the detai.ls which would gi.ve us a better 

understanding of his time period. Perhaps he was living too 

cloSE-) to the events which he was wri.ting about. 

Adler comes across as a bit stuffy but relatively modest. 

His autobiography, while not terribly illuminating, is nonethe­

less important because it shows Adler as he wanted to present 
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CYRUS ADLER (Continued) 

himself. He is the nineteenth century patrician gentleman who 

is firmly committed to both secular modernity and tradition ... 

oriented Judaism. 
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CHARLES ANGOFF (l 902- ) 

Wht:myL w:a§ !!. ~.9L.in..Ji2§.ton (New Yorki The Benchurst Press, 
191.,-7 

It is di ff tcu 1. t to determine if :WQ!ill....L.¥...Q.l?-_UQL.1:.tL]QlL-: 

,:ton is an autobi.ography veiled in the form of fiction or out .. 

right fiction. This book is a collection of episodes in the 

life of the young son of a recent immigrant from Russia. Un ... 

like his father, the boy is Americanized. He goes to a co ... 

educational public school where he encounters children from 

all different backgrounds* It is i.n the school, where he learns 

and plays with the other children, and after school, when he 

continues to play with his friends, which help him,to adjust 

to the ways of the new world, To his father's horror the boy 

developes interests in baseball, boxing, and going to the 

movtes. He'll eat such new world food as ice cream, ketchup, 

lettuce, and even chew gum. 

The book is useful in describing the lives of recent and 

not so recent East European .Jewish i.mmigrants in America, 

Angoff inserts enough individuals to refute the picture of a 

stereotyped Jewish immigrant. I 
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CHARLES ANGOF'F (1902.. ) 

.Ih!LJQU~ .... Q.L . .t!:uL..Tu.ent_i~§. (South Brunswi.ck, New Jersey i A. S. 
Barnes & Co., 1966) 

Ihf1_JS1!llLQ ... { th!Lifil?..tUJ,e!i is a description of the fabulous 

ninet~en twenties when art and culture were in their heyday. 

Charles Angoff participated in the flowering of literature 

as a writer and editor. It was chiefly in his capacity as 

an editor for :the A!!.!!tt:.i.caq_:t1,~,rcuz:y that he came into contact 

with the grE-1at and the not ... so-great writers of the twenties. 

Angoff divides his book into chapters based on personalities 

of that era such as H. L. Mencken, Robert Frost, Sinclair 

Lewis, William Saroyan, Dorothy Thompson and others. He also 

provides an introductory and a closing chapter. These selec .. , 

ti.ans are well written. 

Angoff discusses very few Jews in this book. The men he 

points to are nominally Jewish, e.g.i George Jean Nathan~ 

Philip Goodman, and Mike Gold. The Hearst columnist Sokosky 

was a Zi.onist at heart, intellectually Reform, and emoti.onally 

Orthodox. While Angoff was tmpressed by the famous Rabbi 

Joshua Liebman as a preacher, he was not moved by the early 

manuscripts of P~acsi_g.f_~ (Liebman's book). In fact, An­

goff states that the finished product, which was to become a 

best seller, was rewritten by someone other than Liebman. 

Angoff says little about himself as a Jew. He ke~ps 

kosher to some degree and likes Yiddish~ He geneially likes 

Jews and defends Judaism as a religion which is opposed to 

oppression. Finally he makes the important observation that 

rabble rousers while claiming Jews are communi.sts, at the same 
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CHARLES ANGOF'F (Continued) 

time claim Jews are the big bankers who are controlling the 

United States. 
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MARY ANTIN (1881 .. J.9l1-9) 

1'.Jl~L,!2;:omisecLLA.UQ. (Boston & New York, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1912) 

J.llsL.£.r..Q!!ll,§,.e.Q._!&llil is a moving account of one of the millions 

of Jewish immigrants who made the journey from Eastern Europe 

to America::.,.in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

Whi.le not bei.ng the archetypical immigrant, the author, Mary 

Antin, who was just thirty, must nonetheless have been repre-­

sentative of many such newcomE-)rs. 

Antin's description of the Pale of Settlement is one of 

the best ever written (pp. 2 .. ,162). She depicts the difficult 

conditions under which the Jews were forced to live. She blames 

the Russian government and the church for such conditions and 

for inciting the ignorant peasants against the Jews. She is 

also careful to point out that there were some gentiles who be­

friended the Jews. The Jewish community itself remained med­

ieval,. It was extremely orthodox and adhered to the strict 

rules of Jewish law. If anyone had doubts about God or Judaism, 

he or she kept silent. 

Antin's family moved to America to begin li.fe anew. Her 

father, like many others, preceded the rest of the family there 

in order to set up a home. She describes the agoni.es her mother, 

brothers, and sisters endured during that period. Even the trip 

to join the :father was filled wi.th peril. 

In the new country there was change. To avoid being looked 

down upon as "greenhorns", the immigrants shed the Old World 

clothes and anglicize their names. They tried to learn Englj_sh 

as soon as possible and adopt American mannerisms. 



MARY ANTIN (Continued) 

Mary Antln's autobiography is a story of a successful 

Americanization in that she feels herself to be completely 

accepted by all those around her as an American$ Despite 

the fact that her family li.ved in poverty ln the Boston slums, 

she advanced quickly in school and even had a poem publi.shed 

in the newspaper while still in grammar school. 

For the American Jewish historian or the American historian 

in general, this autobiography gives important insights into 

the "melting pot process$" Antin describes the changes made 

in clothes, language, manners and even food by the immigrants 

in their e:ffort to become Americans. The parents usually 

couldn't make it, but sacrificed everything so that thei.r 

children could. She further describes the disintegration of 

the home. For many Jews the external forms of Jewi.sh ortho•• 

doxy were done away with even though most fundamentals were 

kept. While this volume emphasizes the "melting pot ideals," 

i.t i.s nonetheless important in understanding East European 

Jewish immigrants before and after their coming to America. 

As a historical footnote, lhsL..f-1:omi.~Lfillll was enormously 

successful and catapulted Mary Antin to national prominence. 

However, her later works were not received as favorably, her 

fame diminished, and she eventually suffered financ-ial hardships. 

The Antin of later years retracted from some of he:i;:~ positions 

i 11 . . 1' . 1 espec .a. y on·re 1g1on. 
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BERNARD BERENSON (1.865 .. 1959) 

Many times it appears that autobiographtes are written by 

their authors for themselves rather than any possible reader­

ship. Such is the case of .3.ru£h ... f9.I'--I!..-~..filf.:::fQttt:fl..1t by the 

famous;art hi.storian and critic Bernard Berenson. He is a 

private man at home with the best of art, literature, music 

and philosophy to which he devotes considE:~rable space tn this 

volume. He feels out of touch with the present. His world is 

in the past; he does not seem to relate well to the living. 

Yet, he is very much alive and striving to learn more about 

the 1totaltty of life. 

It is difficult to learn much about the Berenson who 

lives in the outside world. He is rarely direct. Born in 

Lithuania, he spent his childhood in an "aristocratic ~epublic" 

under Russian rule (p. 50). Later he mov(~d to Boston and then 

attended Harvard. There was some type of Judatsm practiced 

at home •. He is very familiar with the Bible and somewhat 

familiar with rabbinic literature. However, he calls himself 

a "Christianity·graduate" and feels that Christianity is the 

best form of religion for whi.tes. 

Berenson is introspective. A good deal can be learned 

about the inner world of the man Berenson in this book~ but 

there is next to nothing to shed l:i.ght on history rier se or on 

Jews and Judaism. 
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BORIS BOGEN (1869~1929) 

Born a Jew wr:i.tten in collaboration with Alfred Segal (New York: 
The Macmillan Company,, 1930) 

.B..Q.rn LJ@ is an excellent account of the life of the 

Eastern European Jew both in the old country and in America in 

the late nineteenth aod twentieth century. Boris Bogen is in 

an uni.que position to understand his people because he had 

been at the highest and. lowest rungs of the Jewish social 

ladder. Further., his work as educator and social worker gave 

hi.m the opportunity to see East European Jewish problems on a 

day to day basis. 

As a member of Moscow's privileged Jews (those permitted 

to live outside the Pale and have residence in Moscow), he was 

not very close to the other Jews. It was only in hi.slate 

adolescent years, after years of anti-Semitism, that he developed 

a loyalty to Jews .... but not to Judaism, After the birth of his 

first child, he finally concluded that it was hopeless for 

Jews to remain in Russia. When he chose to come to America, 

friends and fami.ly tried to di.scourage him because America, they 

contended, was the refuge of th(~ lowest elements of society. 

When Bogen and his famtly arrived i.n Amert.ca, they found 

themselves at the lowest rung of the socio .. economic ladder. 

Like other immi.grants, he was poor, not conversant in English, 

and without a trade, trying to find work both inside and out-
~ 

side New York City. Life was further complicated because he 

didn't know Yiddish .. -th.e language of most: of the newcomers and. 

the language in which English classes were taught. He quickly 

learned Yiddish and Engltsh. His escape from poverty was through 

i ,, 
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BORIS BOGEN (Continued) 

his knowledge of Russian which allowed him to be an instructor 

and student at New York Uni.versity. 

After New York University, he became a reporter, then a 

teacher at the Baron de Hirsch Trade School in New York, and 

finally the principal of the Baron de Hirsch Agricultural School 

in Woodbine, New Jersey. In a short time, he learned the atti-­

tude of the ph'ilanthropists toward the immigrant ..... they were 

children who had to be kept in their place because they didn't 

know what was best for them. Disagreement w:1.th supc➔riors led 

him to reslgn and eventually take an active role in Jewish char­

itable work. 

Bogen first enters organized Jewish social work with the 

United Jewish Charities of C:i.ncinnati and subsequently with 

the Joint Distribution Commi.ttee. In Ci.ncinnati he instituted 

a series of programs i.n which poverty:.»stricken Jews could not 

only receive help but also help themselves. Soon those programs 

were serving as models for other ci.ties. 

Bogen's work tn the Joint Di.stri.buti.cm Committee covers 

the period both during and after World War I. In response to 

the plight of the East European Jews, various segments of the 

American Jewish Community set up relief organizations. In 

order to promote efftc,iency, Orthodox, Zionists, Reform, and 

Radical groups combined to form the Joint Di.stri.bu}:ion Committee. 

Bogen vividly describes the problems the Committee encountered, 

including the political in-fighting of the Jewish communtty both 

in America1 and Europe and a lack of support by the United States 

llf 
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BORIS BOGEN (Continued) 

government. The Committee found conditions in Poland to be 

terrible, while in the Soviet Union they were inconsistent. 

Some of the problems in the latter arose because of persecu .. 

ti.on of Orthodox Jews. These Jews claimed that, while they 

were being fed, they were dying of spiritual malnutriti.on. 

For the Jewish historian of the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century this book helps one to understand Jewish life 

both in Eastern Europe and America4' For the American Jewish 

historian, Bogen describes the sociological conditions of the 

Jews and important personalities i.n the Jewish community. Among 

others he highly esteems Judah Magnes, Felix Warburg, Bernard 

Flexner and Israel Friedlander, Sociologically, there is a 

good deal of material which shows the difficulti..es in unifying 

the American Jewish Community. Distrust reigned between Reform 

and Orthodox, religious and socialists, philanthropists and re ... 

cent immigrants. 



.. 12-

HOWARD FAST ( 191fi... ) 

,Ib._,e_JS<l.k~rl .. Jlod (New Yorks Frederick A. Praeger, 1957) 

Ih.~eg_QQQ. is Howard Fast' s confession of being a 

member of the American Communi.st Party from 19Li-3-1957. The 

book is not so much an autobiography as it is a description 

of the American Communtst Party during the years he was a 

member. He describes the structure of the party, its philoso .. 

phy, and its power to control the thinking of its members. 

Fast makes interesting comments about two of his works which 

the party did not completely appreciate- .. MY . ...fil_Qiliy_s __ 1},;r.~~ 

( 1 91-19 ) and §_.Jl~~- ( 1952 ) • 

Fast says nothing about the fact that he is .Jewish. 

However, he is disturbed by anti-Semitism in general and 

communist anti .. Semitism in particular,. It was Khrushchev's 

denunctation of Stalin with the revelat:l.on of communist anti .. 

Semitism which helped drive Fast out of the party,. 

i. I 
I I 
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER (18 6 6-1959) 

~brah~l!L...El~Ap~rs ~Y (New Yorki Simon and 
Schuster, l 960~ 

!.\.QJ.'.s:tlf!.!!LL.!li~D~~,kl..Q&:.fil?llY. is an important ac -

count of education, particularly medical education, in the 

United States. Abraham Flexner was a man who passionately 

pursued excellence and sought to tnstill this ideal into 

American education. In his work wi.th the Carnegie Foundation 

and the General Education Board, he directed the expenditure 

of millirms of dollars to improve education in general and 

revolutionize the tratning of American doctors. After retiring 

from the General Education Board, he established the Institute 

for Advanced Studies at Princeton. 

Flexner does not devote much time to Jews or Judaism. 

His parents immigrated to America from Germany in the eight­

een fi.fti.es. The parents were "pious Hebrews, attending the 

synagogue regularly and observing rel i.gious feasts.'' ( p. 8) 

For the children, science replaced religi.on· •and· they drifted·:: 

away from Judaism. The parents never forced their religious 

beliefs on their nine children many of whom went on to become 

eminent doctors and lawyers. It is strange to note that Flex .. , 

ner doesn't mention anything about his brother Bernard who was 

active in Zionism. 

This volume i.s useful in trying to understand Ameri.can 
~ 

education in the first part of the twentieth century, How .. 

ever, it contains very little Jewish content. 
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FELIX FRANKFURTER (1882-1965) 

E.e..~!J.t..tQ!_Rfiln.in.i.§.£.§.fl• Recorded in talks with Dr. F.larlan 
B. Philips (New York• Reynal and Company, 1960) 

.f. e 1 tllJI'mk f u;r;:t.,~.~rn in is Cl:).§. cone erns itself with the 

events in the life of the distinguished scholar, teacher, 

lawyer, public servant, and jurist from boyhood unti.l his 

appointment to the United States Supreme Court in 1939. This 

book grew out of Columbia University's Oral History Research 

Offi.ce to gather rem1.nisces of distinguished Americans through 

the medium of tape .. recordings. The histori.an Harlan Philips 

directed questions to Frankfurter based on Philip's research 

on the jurist, Arrangements were made to verify dates, names, 

places, and other bits of information to guarante.e accuracy$ 

While the questions are good, Frankfurter's replies and 

digressions are more interesting when he is given abundant 

time to speak. 

Most of the book deals with Frankfurter's secular life, 

although there are some chapters of Jewish interest~ He 

discusses thE-".l Paris Peace Conference (which concluded World 

War I) and the Zionist movement. He describes the different 

attitudes and temperaments of Brandeis and Weizmann who were 

d~stined to clash. 

Frankfurter was not a synagogue goer@ In fact, he called 

himself an "unbelieving believer'' (p. 290). Also he states, 

" ••• I was not a Jewish professor at the Harvard Law School, 

but a Harvard Law School professor who happened to be Jewish." 

(p.37) 



FELIX FRANKFURTER (Continued) 

Nonetheless, Frankfurter was very interested in Palestine 

and did not allow himself to be affected by anti .... Jewish or 

anti-Semitic sentiment, Upon graduation from the Harvard 

Law School he applied to an important New York law firm 

knowing full well the firm had never hired Jews nor did i.t 

plan to. 

I 
I 
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MOSS HART ( l 90l~ .. 1961) 

!£LQn~ (New York: Random House, 1959) 

In this engrossing autobiography, J.l.Q.LPne, Moss Hart 

traces his life from birth and days o:f poverty to the open ... 

ing of hi.s first successful play, PnP~ ... in .. ,{LL.~, written 

i.n collaboration with George Kaufman. The autobiography focuses 

on the process of writing a Broadway "hit" .... a long and arduous 

task. 

A.9:t: .. Qne is wtthout any Jewish content, We learn that 

Hart's maternal grandfather and his father immigrated to Amer-­

ica from England (p. 9). In this volume he has little or no 

association with .Judai.sm and in fact celebrat:ed Christmas 

(pp. 23--25). As a Broadway office boy, as di.rector of small 

theatre groups, and as social director of the "Borscht Belt", 

he obviously had contact with Jews, however he doesn't allude 

to anyone being Jewish .. --not even Georges. Kaufman and Dore 

Schary who was later to become nation.al chairman of the Anti ... 

Defamation League. 

This book is valuable to a student of drama, It is well 

written and provides an intimate view of the toil and some of 

the glory of playwriting. 



BEN HECHT (1894-1964) 

A_Qhllg....Q.f. tt!.~ Q,fillt..l}.!'Y ( New Yorks Simon and Schuster• 1954) 

Ben Hecht' s autobiography is interesting because he i.s 

not only a good writer but i.s also a colorful person. In 

dealing with his childhood, Hecht lovingly describes his parents, 

aunts, and uncles. It might be interesting to note that the 

men of the family were all i.nvolved in the garment i.ndustry 

in one form or another. The family was not particularly re­

ligi.ous in their home, and Hecht forgot that he was Jewish 

after he left home. In 1910 the sixteen .. year .. old began his 

career as a journali.st in Chicago. He remained there for 

fourteen years wtth only one i.nterruption from 1918 to 1920 

to_ cover Germany during World War I. It is very tnteresting 

to note that Hecht encountered no anti .. Semitism there$ He 

spends most of the rest of his life in New York and Hollywood. 

Fol'." the Jewish reader, the last section of this book is 

:i..mportant. Hecht awakens to the fact that he is a J1:~w when 

Hitler comes to powert Prior to 1939 he wasn't interested in 

Palestine or Jews per se, With his new interest in Jews he 

begins writing columns abmit them. Members of the rightist­

terrorist lrgun contact Hecht in 1941 to help them raise money. 

From that point on, the Irgun keeps him informed as to the 

"true picture" of the status of the Jews i.n Europe. and Pales•"' 

tine. He is not overly effective in aiding Europeran and Pal­

estinian Jews because of the oppositi.on by some and apparent 

indifference by other influenci.al American Jews and Jewish 

organi.zat.ions. In response Hecht attacks Stephens. Wise, 

:1. 
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BEN HECHT ( Conti.nued) 

the American Jewish Committee, Felix Frankfurter, Weizmann, 

and Ben Guri.on. Hecht is observations and point of view of the 

events of the Holocaust and the establishment of the State of 

Israel are heavily influenced by his association with the 

Irgun. 
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BEN HECHT (18 9Li- .. 19 6li-) 

~-~ (Garden City, New Yorkt Doubleday and Company, 
1963) 

Ben Hech 11 s QillY .... Gai.1.;y\is an amplification of some of 

his Chicago exploits which are included in his major auto ... 

biography A Qh.J-1..<L~~. Here he paints a colorful 

picture of Chicago from 1910 to 1919 from the eyes of a young 

newspaper reporter, Hecht•s only comment about Juda:i.sm1 "I 

forgot thatv·I, myself, was a Jew, and remained forgetful of 

that oddity for thirty years." (p. 152) 

'I 
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LILLIAN HELLMAN (1905- ) 

A.n.1J.~flrl.i~ou1.sn (Bqstons Li.ttlf), Brown, and Comp.a.py 
19691 

Lillian Hellman is not a conventional woman. She ex• 

periences life to the fullest. She was in Spain during the 

Spanish Civil War and in Russia during World War II when it 

appeared that the Germans would conquer Russia. She has writ ... 

ten numerous successful movie scripts and plays. In her book 

she pulls no punches. She talks about her abortion, her days 

of heavy drinking, the seedy sides of the publishing bustness, 

Hollywood, and Broadway. Among her friends she writes a good 

deal of Dorothy Parker and Dashiell Hammett. 

Unfin.i§...q.rul..Ji9...!Di!n is void of almost any Jewish content~ 

About the only thi.ng we learn is that one set of Hellman's 

grandparents were German Jews who came to the United States 

in the late eighteencf;.orttes.. The:i..r daughter~ Hellman•s 

mother, was taught religi.on from the black help. Lillian 

Hellman says that she was born a Jew, but that's her only 

comment about Judaism. 

l'ii,11 
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LILLIAN HELLMAN (l 905- ) 

.f.fill.S..i!A~ .. ntg (Boston1 Little, Brown, and Company, 1973) 

,fep;t_:im.fillt.Q is the second volume o:f Lilli.an Hellman*s 

autobiography. The term pentimento comes from the lexicon of 

the artist$ It is the original lines of a picture over which 

the painter has pa.intc~d but which after some time reappear. 

Lillian Hellman wishes to go back to the original lines of her 

life and reexamine her thoughts about people and places in her 

past. Her style of writing is strai.ghtforward and at times 

blunt. Like An-_lJ.!l.(in,tfillecLJiQfil.q,Q, ~m.e.ot.Q. is ful 1 of in­

teresting people, episodes 1 tangents and anecdotes which sur­

rounded her life. Here she adds new information about herself 

whicih did not appear in £\,p_ .JJnij..ni_sgeci,Ji.Q~.n. She spends more 

ti.me describing her plays from the writing stage to the tran ... 

sition into living theatre. 

There ts slightly more Jewish content here than i.n the 

first volume. She relates three episodes which concern 

Jews, In the first, she smuggles money into Germany which 

she eventually finds out is to help Jews and Hitler's polittcal 

prisoners. The second episode concerns an actress who quits 

one of,'Jlel lman' s plays because she doesn't like Jews. Hellman 

wryly comments that in the theatre you can't take anyone 

seriously. Finally she tells about distant relativ.es who leave 

Germany in 1938 and do not want to admit they are ,~:Jews or even 

related to her. Lillian Hellman regarded them with bitterness. 



MORRIS HILLQUIT (1869 .. 1933) 

The MacMi.llan 

1.Q.Q§_~J~™LFrQ!!L~Y.-Li f ~ i. s the story of the 

socialist movement in the United States from the eighteen 

eighties through the nineteen twenttes through the eyes of 

Morris Hill.quit. Apart from Socialist ideologies and prac ... 

tice and labor problems, there is little else that the author 

wishes to discuss. 

Morris Hillquit was born in Latvia and immigrated to 

America at the age of seventeen with his mother, younger broth­

er, and sisters after his father and older brother established 

resi.dence in. New York, The Hill.quit family was poor and Morris 

was forced to worka Eventually he works for the soci.alist 

movement which proved to be a life time job. He went to law 

school, became a membc~r of the New York Bar and married, These 

facts are all the details Hillquit gi.ves us about himself out­

side of his socialist activities. 

Hillquit makes few comments about the Jews. When he 

first arrived in America, he spent the summer evenings dis .. 

cussing radical politics with immigrants who were mostly Jew­

ish ... born but culturally Russian. They had prepared for pro­

fessional careers in Russia but because of language difficulties 

and economic hardships, they were unable to pursue their career 

plans. Because they had no trade skills, they ended up as frus­

trated., µ,hs~•illed J.aborers w In another comment Hillquit says 

most Jewish workers were " ••• long suffering, meek, and submis.., 

s t ve • " ( p , 1 3 0 ) 

:: ,, 
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MORRIS HILL.QUIT (Continued) 

Also, Hill.quit makes the claim that for the f:i..rst time Jews 

evolved into a solid proletarian block. (p. 17) 

This book is extremely valuable in dealing with radical 

politics and ideologies, labor problems and union activities, 

evoluti.on and organization of socialisti.c and labor groups i.n 

the last part of the nineteenth century and first part of the 

twentieth. Only a limited amount can be learned about Jews 

in the time period covered by this volume. It is important 

to note that Hill.quit, as well as many immigrants who were 

born Jewi.sh, was totally involved in Socialism. It became 

his religion and way of life, 



HORACE KALLEN (1882-1974) 

~L~-]~~!!z.Y·~-~Usl..libY~:Mru~, Edited by Alfred Marrow 
(New Yorks Horizon Press, 1971) 

tion of essays by Horace Kallen along with an intervi.ew with 

Ira Eisenstein. Autobiographic details only form the inter.., 

view and the essay *'What I Have Learned, Being My Life." 

Kallen~ the son of an Orthodox rabbi, came to Boston with 

hts fam:i.ly when he was five years old. He received an Ortho ... 

dox Jewish upbringing and experienced some anti. ... Semitism. He 

was not happy with Orthodoxy. In his studies in high school 

and at Harvard he rejected ha.la.cha, Jewish ritual, and most 

Jewish theology without deny:ing that he was Jewisho At Har ... 

vard he was influenced by Barrett Wendell, William James, and 

George Santyana. He became a secularist but discovered that 

he couldn't reject his Jewishness. He formed an idea of cul ... 

tural pluralism where all men were equal to be diverse➔ and be 

true to themselves. The value of the autobiographic details 

is in how Kallen can reconcile his role as a di.stinguished 

modern educator and philosopher with being Jewish. There ts 

only scant mentton of his involvement with Zionism which :i..s 

not enlightening. 



ALFRED KAZIN (1915- ) 

A Walker i.n the....Q.ity ( New Yorks Harcourt, Brace • and 
Company,'"1959) 

New York's Brownsville "ghetto" is the setting for the 

walks of Alfred Kazin 1.n £\~JJ&.~.r ...... iLL.t.h.Q~ty. The "ghetto" 

of Brownsville was inhabited by Jews and it was the sign of 

success to move awa:y from it. Kazinws autobi.ography is very 

insightful about the Jews of that area. 

Kazin was a son of Poli.sh immigrants. His father was a 

house painter and hi.smother was a dressmaker. They were poor 

but never starved. The mother was religious and saw to it that 

Alfred had a Bar Mitzvah. The father was a Social Democrat 

who was tolerant of religion. Sabbath was a special day to 

the Kazin family but they were not orthodox and allowed them­

selves certain liberties duri.ng that day. 

Kazin comments about the family unitt The word "love" 

was rarely used. "Marriage was an institution people entered 

into- ... for all I could ever tell ... -only from immigrant loneliness, 

a need to be wtth one's own kind that mechanically resulted in 

the family. The 'family' was a whole greater than all the 

indiViduals who make it up, yet make sense only tn their un•• 

tiring solidarity," (p. 55) 

Immigrant parents were somehow ashamed of what they were. 

According to Kazin, they •• ••• looked upon themselves only as 

instruments toward the ideal •American' future that would be 

lived by their chi.ldren." (p$56) The youngster was not only 

expected to shine and make a good impression for himself but 

also for his parents~ Foremosti he had to know English whtch 

was paramount for success. 

I 
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ALFRED KAZIN (Continued) 

Among other i.nsightful observations he states, " ••• we 

were a peoples I was of that people. Unthinkable to go one's 

own way, to doubt or to escape the fact that I was a Jew. I 

had hearrt of Jews who pretended they were not, but could not 

understand them. We had all of us lived together so long that 

we would not have known how to separate even if we wanted to'~" 

(p. 60) Further he debunks the myth that all Jews are rich 

and to be found in commerce and banking. All the Jews that he 

knew were exceptions to this myth ..... they were all workers. 

Many of the immigrants became socialists and commun:i.sts 

and rejected the Jewish religion but they still were part of 

the culture. Fathers would introduce their sons as thei.r 

"Kaddish," the prayer which they would say for the parents 

after they died. It wa.s a scandal for a Jew to date a non .. 

Jew. These Jf:Mi.sh immigrants feared and disliked Gentiles but 

it was the goal of the Jews to become similar to the native 

American Gentile. 

In this very well organized and written book much can be 

learned about .Jewish sociology and psychology. Thi.s is one 

of the best books that deals with early twentieth,;;.century 

Jewish life in America. 

, , 
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ALFRED KAZIN (1915.. ) 

filJlrtin11..Qut i,n.....J;.!~Jbir.tifill (Bostons Little, Brown and 
Company, 1962) 

~t§:..:i;:tlJ1g___Qut_j,...Q_~_Jhi,rti_~ is a sequel to ~~lk.~.rJ.n 

.t.!.lli.....Q.in. Kaz.in has matured. He is no longer the kid who 

lived in the world of the Brownsville Jewish ghetto. His 

world has expanded0 Hi.s concern for Jews and insights into 

thei.r character which he di.splayed in ,t..Ja1.,kf;?r_irl.Jh~~ Cit_y 

have sharply dissj}pated~ He writes now about college, the 

literary world, radical politics. and the new writers of the 

thi.rties. He includes, among others, Otis Ferguson, John 

Chamberlain, Malcom Cowley, James Tq Farrell, William Saroyan, 

V. F, Calverton, Max Eastman~ Sidney Hook and Mary McCarthy 

as important personalities. 

In his attempt to break into the literary world, Kazin 

entices Otis Ferguson, the Assistant Editor of the Ne~Y...sill1!Q"' 

lie, to have an exotic evening with Jewish people and thetr 

food, Ferguson is not i.mpressed with the exoticness of the 

Jews. This is a blow to Kazin who feels Jews are at the center 

of all events. Their sufferings would create a new future 

and save the world. 

Later on it appears that the radical politics becomes a 

substitute for religion. He i.s in the new world of writers 
. 

and critics; reli.gion plays a minor role. When he marries 

he does so not in the synagogue but i.n the court. ~ His wife 

is Russian, but he doesn't :lndicate whether or not she's Jew .. 

:lsh. 
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ALFRED KAZIN (Continued) 

At the end of the book Kazin i.s bitter. He sees the 

thirties as the end of an era with no new one in sight. He 

is disillusioned when the Commun:i.sts join :forces wi.th the Fas,.. 

cists. The Depression comes to an end, but the pri.ce for 

economic recovery i.s enormous. The war puts people back to 

work, but i.t deprives them of their humanity. Kazin closes 

the book wi.th an account of a newsreel which shows the lib .. 

eration. of a concentration c~mp~ The inmates are no longer 

human beings$ The audience watching the newsreel i.s embarrassed 

and in its embarrassment laughs. 

' 
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MEYER LEVIN (1905- ) 

In_j,~.z:ch (New Yorks Horizon Press, 1950) 

From the very beginning of his autobi.ography~ Meyer Levin 

characteri.zes his book as being about a Jew. He is always 

searching to find a balanee between being an American and 

being a Jew. From childhood memories of fear and shame of 

being a Jew to the establishment of Israel, he travels through 

and observes the three major centers of Jewish life--America, 

Israel, and Europe, 

As a writer, Levin wanted to express his Jewishness. 

He was flatly told that books about Jews or containing Jewish 

characters would not sell. Many ttmes he was urged to change 

his name to avoid being identified as a Jew. However, he 

refused to do this or do away with Jewish themes or charac ... 

ters. 

As a Jew, Levin had many problems. He wasn't a religi.ous 

Jew in thE:1 traditional senses in fact his first marriage was 

with a non-Jew. He asked himself the question whether he was 

an Ameri.can or a Jew and came to the conclusion that he was both. 

This question of "dual loyalty" i.e. American and Jew, was un­

real and unnecessary because everyone has many different loyal .. 

ties. Levin is a Jew by his identifi.cati.on wi.th the Jewish 

peop1.e9 He accepts the folklore and folkways of the Jews even 

without a god, He is at ease with his J;ewi.sh i.den.ti.ficati.on. 

It ts a given fact that he is an American by birth, language 

and education. 

,I 
.'I 

i 
I 



-31--

MEYER LEVIN (Continued) 

l!L~ch is an extremely important work for the American 

Jewi.sh historian for the fi.rst half of the twentieth century. 

Levin i.s important because he was an eye .. witness to most of the 

important events concerni.ng Jews during this period. He had 

been to Israel as early as 1925 when he covered the opening of 

the Hebrew University as a reporter. He was later a member of 

a kibbutz situated around Mt. Carmel. As a reporter during 

World War II, he covered the European theatre looking for 

stories of Jewish interest. Shortly after the Normandy invasion 

he joined the American forces whi.ch eventually defeated the 

Nazl.s and liberated the death camps. Further he reported on 

the illegal Jewish immigration to Palestine and the establish~ 

ment and growth of Israel. 

In dealing with Israel, it is interesting to note that 

Levin takes Ben Hecht to task for his propaganda on behalf of 

the lrgun which he viewed as self .. defeating. Levin takes a 

pro .. Hagannah stand that vi.olence should be used only when 

absolutely necessary as opposed to the vi.ew of what he con­

sidered terrorist organizationss Irgun and the Stern Gang~ 

l.D..li.fil.y;ch is an autobiography which is at the same ttme 

personal and historically important. 

:1 



LUDWIG LEWISOHN ()882-1955) 

11.P.-~t:.rulliLL-fu:Ll\Jnertc.€;1.!L.QhnmlQlg, ( New Yorks Boni and 
Ltveright, 1922) 

Ludwig Lewisohn is a most unusual man. In the late 

nineteenth- and early twentieth-centuries most Jewish im­

m:i.grants came from l¼~·stern Europe, sailed in cramped 

quarters, and landed in New York only to find themselves 

in the Jewish ghettoes. The Lewisohn family. on the other 

hand, were from Germany and had never known flagrant anti_ .. 

Semitism or government pogroms. They were thoroughly Ger ... 

man and in Berlin celebrated Chri.stian as well as Jewish 

holidays (pp. 18 ... 19). When they sailed to America they 

went first-class and ended up in a small village in the 

South. In "St. Marks" (St~ Matthew) they were helped by 

both .Jews and gentiles, and learned the American language 

and mannerisms (pp. 37-56). He was so successfully inte ... 

grated into American.life that. he considered himself "•11• 

an American, a Southerner, and a Christi.ane" (p, 77). 

Later, the family moved to a larger town, "Queenshaven" 

(Charleston), where social barriers kept the Lewisohns iso .. 

lated. They were not accepted on an equal footing wi.th 

the Amert.cans, yet they refused to associate with declasse 

Germans and Jews. He states that his parents1 

• ~. saw no reason for associating with North Ge:m1any 
peasants turned grocers (although they had tbe kind­
li.est feelings toward these sturdy and excelt'ent peo­
ple), nor with rather ignorant, semi--orthodox Jews 
from Posen. They had not done so in Berlin. (pp. 58-
59) 

Ludwig Lewisohn did well in school and continued up the 
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LUDWIG LEWISOHN (Continued) 

educational ladder until he learned that as a Jew he could 

not take the last step- .. that of be1ng a professor of Eng-­

lish li.terature (p. 1li6). Further, his literary works were 

rejected because he was a Jew. Through the help of Charles 

Town the editor of ~f!;i;.:.t __ §.Sit_ and Theodore Dreiser he fin­

ally was able to publish a novel which was a critical suc­

cess but failed to sell because it was denounced as not be­

ing "wholesome". (pp. 141-145) His assimiltation did not 

help htrn 1 yet he couldn't return to being a Jew. When he 

finally became a professor, it was after a tremendous bat·• 

tle, and even then it was German studies .. -not English--he 

was given access to. 

In his first autobiography, he traces hi.s life from 

birth to his less than enthusiastic support for World War I. 

The book's chief value is not for its Jewish content, be"' 

cause he ceased being Jewish after living in America for a 

few years. Later in his life he rejected the concept of 

assimilation and instead stro,ngly identified with Jews and 

Jewish content. What is important is the discriminati.on 

he encountered because he was born Jewish, especially in 

higher tnsti.tutions of learning. Hts comments on American 

society and education of his day are important to tpe Amer ... 

ican social historian. 

Lewtsohn sees American education as woefully i.na.dequate. 

He finds the professors cowardly and trivial, especially in 

i.nsti.tutions of higher learning. The students are not interested 



LUDWIG LEWISOHN (Continued) 

in bettering their minds~ Their only interest is to become 

skilled so as to achieve economic success. 

Finally Lewisohn, who at first assimilated quite read ... 

i ly i.nto the American environment, rejects Americanization. 

He questi.ons to what newcomers can assimilate. American 

culture is too new and narrow .. minded. It needs expansion, 

it needs to accept ideas and literature from other cul ... 

tures. 

11.Q.ru-~m. is well written and is especially useful when 

read with its sequal .M..i.:!l .. --ClJ.9-pnel. There is one problem 

whi.ch the reader may be unaware of ..... Lewi.sohn changes the 

names of person$ and places and at times leaves out interest­

ing detail. For instance, the College of Queenshaven is 

the College of Charleston, his teacher, Ferris, is Lancelot 

Minor Harris and his teaching positions in Monroe and Central 

City were in actuality the University of Wisconsin and Ohio 

State University in ColDmbus respectively. 1 

1 While reading 11.Qg_tr~.f!!!l, it is helpful to have the following 
acti.cle in order to discover the proper names of people and 
places a Stanley F. Chyet, "Ludwig Lewisohne The Years of 
Becomi.ng w" f\mer:ic,?.rL.J .. ~wi.§...h~,/j.£chi ves XI ( October 19 59) s 125-156. 

!i ., 
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LUDWIG LEWISOHN (1882-1955) 

Mi!!.:.Ql@.nJJgl (New York I Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1929) 

In Mid:Channel, a sequel to J1.12st;r.~amt Ludwig Lewisohn 

continues to reject Americanization and assimilation of the 

Jew into any culture whereby he loses his own identity. In 

eiten stronger words he rejects the ethos of America and repud ... 

iates his previous years of being an assi.mi.lated Jew. 

!':1.i!l.:1!JJ.fl.Jl~l deals with Lewisohn' s life in the early post­

World War I era. The book begins wi.th him as an associate 

editor and drama cri .. tic for Th..!t..B!!tiQ.U• However, a greater 

part of this volume goes on to depict his self ... imposed extle 

in-Europe (pp~ 79 .. 229). The reasons for this exile are not 

stated explicitly, but Lewisohn implies that disillusionment 

with Amertca and legal difficulties involved in living with 

the woman who ultimately was recognized as his second wife 

were major contributlng factors (P1 ll~5).. In Europe he 

visits Italy, Austria, and Germany before taki.ng up residence 

in Paris. He discusses Jews and their contributions to the 

above ... mentioned countries. 

In !J..J:llU:...t:fil!:.1], he rejected assimilation, but could not fall 

bacl< on Judaism. Here, however, he evinces a strong emotional 

tie to the Jewish people and their mores but is not consistent 

in his practi.ce of Judaism. He writes 1 

Our house, Thelma's and mine, is a Jewish h0t,1se, wherein 
appropriate symbolical t:okens .... hard enough to find, alas, 
so far have these things fallen into neglect ...... of our his­
tory and i.ts memories and i.ts pieties are plain for al 1 
men to see$ We try to avoid over .. emphasis and even the 
shadow of going beyond our needs and convictions. So we 
have placed no mezuzah at our door, though we might eas­
ily have done so ••• Nor do we, like the Italian ritornati, 



LUDWIG. L:EWISOHN ( Cont i.nued) 

practise the mitzvoth, the good acts of obedience to the 
halakoth, the decisions of the sages. But we are very 
sure that the spirit of the decisions of the sages, pro~ 
foundly applicable to modern li.fe as i.t happi.ly is, is 
the dominant spirit of our house. (p. 244) 

The trans,fo:rmation from assi..milati.onist to Jew is not elaborated 

upon. Perhaps this is &o because 1) Americans would not let 

him forget his Jewishness and subsequently he began to study 

Judai.sm to see who and what he was and 2) h:i..s griowing involve ... 

ment with Zioni.sm ( pp. 56-57 L He spends much time in des­

cribing his studies of the Torah and rabbinic literature (pp. 

267 ... 303). 

The book is valuable to students of literature who wish 

to see the mind of a great man of the arts in his struggles to 

find hts i.dentity both as a writer and as a human being$ For 

The American Jewish historian or an American social historian 

in general, this volume serves as a balance to those writers 

who saw assimilation as a panacea to complete acceptance. 

l'I 
I 
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CHARLES REZNIKOFF' (1891+ ... ) 

.E..wn.i1Y.....QJ1ror.u_gl~ (New Yorks By the Author, 1963) 

F'amil.y_J~.ht'.QJ.ll . .QJ..e. is Charles Rezni.koff' s presentation of 

hi.s parents, Sarah and Nathan Rezni.koff, to the reading pub-

lic, The book is divi.ded into three sections 1 11 The Early 

History of a Seamstress" by Sarah Reznikoff, "The Early His .. 

tory of a Sewing Machine Operator" by Nathan Reznikoff, and 

.. Needle Trade" by Charles Reznikoff himself. 

There are very few dates given in this book but it is 

evident that we are dealing with America of the eighteen 

eighties up to the nineteen twenties. The parents' auto ... 

biographles deal primarily with life in Russia. Sarah left 

Russia because she felt stiffled, Nathan left to avoid mili­

tary service. Further, they were attracted to America where 

everyone had an opportunity to become rich. In the new country, 

the language was difficult and the immigrants, who seemed all 

to be tailors or in the garment industry, worked ten to fif~ 

teen hours a day, six days a week for stx dollars or less, 

Despite the difficult times there was hope for Sarah and 

Nathan which is reflected in their writing, They are both 

strong and inventive.,. Sarah ReznikofP s style :i.s more drarp.a .. 

tic than her husband's and she gives greater detaila She ap­

parently was more reli.gious than he i.n the old coun:try. She 

didn't want to work on Saturday, but finally does,work on the 

Jewish Sabbath. Whereas religion played a somewhat i.mportant 

role in their lives, the longer they stayed in New York, the 

less tmportant reli.gion seemed to become. 
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CHARLES REZNIKOFF' (Continued) 

This book is valuable in showing young Eastern European 

Jewish immigrants w:ith the dreams of the future, hard work in 

the present, and memories of their families who '$'till remain<~d 

i.n the old country ( and to whom they sent money to help them 

out). It also is interesting to see the change in religious 

habits. When Sarah and Nathan get marri.(~d by a rabbi, some 

of their friends make fun of them. Perhaps it is peer group 

pressure and the working condi.tions in America which brought 
-~ 
1 about a profound change on the Jewtsh religion. Jews lived 

with Jews and helped each other not for religious reasons but 

rather for survival. 

Charles Rezni.koff continues his parents• story with their 

success in finally owning a business. However, the success 

is precarious and full of pi.tfalls. Fashions change, seasons 

are either busy or slack which doesn't allow much security. 

Further, the dream of America dims for the immigrants. For 

the majority, lifecwas bett(:ir in, America than in the old country, 

but the 0 rags to riches" story was not often repeated. The 

true picture might well be summed up in the last few lines of 

the book by Charles Reznikoff after the death of his mother. 

"A week or so after the :funeral, I was taking a walk. When 

I came to where the Artistic Millinery Company had.peen the 

buildi .. ngs were gonec torn d'own to make room for a~~wi.der, but 

no less dingy street~" (p. 311) 

'I I 
I 



ELMER RICE (1892-1967) 

MiuQ.tl:t.Y....Bm;i.QI.t. (New Yorka Simon and Schuster, 1963) 

Why was Mi.~U. R~J.?..QL.t written? Elmer Rice states he 

wrote the autobiography for himself 11 
••• to attempt a modest 

contribution to the study of certain aspects of American 

life in the twentieth century 11 particularly the state of the 

theatre and the relation of the writer to it, and the function 

and status of the political and social noncomformists ••• 11 

(p. t.i-62). Rice's attempt is most successful. He skill.fully 

interweaves his life history with actual events, descriptions 

of his plays, and social and political commentary. While not 

presenting a psychological study of himself, Rice seems to be 

fairly open and accurate in his descriptions of the twentieth 

century. 

Rice doesn't say much about Judaism. Therewasn•t much 

religion in the Rice home$ His father, who had a German• 

Jewish background~ looked down upon the recent Jewish immi ... 

grants from East Europe. Rice changed his name from Reiznstein 

for professional reasons. He statesa "I have never paraded 

my origin, but I have never tried to deny it either." (p® 164). 

Like many Jewish intellectuals of the twentieth C!entury the 

Jewish religion played a very small role in his life. 

I, 
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RICHARD RUBENSTEIN (1924• ) 

.Eo'l.i.~ Stru_ggle, (New Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 1974) 

For a lifetime, Richard Rubenstein has been struggling 

with himself and the outside world. These struggles and the 

searches for identity and integrity are reflected on almost 

every page of his autobiography, £mi~£." S.J:.ruggl52, The book 

is loaded with a great deal of Jewish content and written i.n 

a style whi.ch commands admiration. 

Rubenstein' s childhood in various secti.ons of New York 

was unhappy. There was always tension in his home between 

his parents, both native Americans. His mother Sarah had a 

college'education which was unusual for women in the early 

twentieth century. She wanted the status which education 

bestowed, but was never able to achieve it because of her 

husband's meager income. As a boy Richard Rubenstein had to 

compensate for his family's poverty by being better than 

anyone in school. 

Ruben:s:teifi,'had little religious education, While his 

grandmother was still orthodox~ both of hi.s parents rejected 

traditional Judaism, They even served him ham and bacon to 

liberate him from religion. Rubenstein wanted a Bar Mitzvah 

like other boys not only for gifts but to mark his passage to 

manhood. He didn't have a Bar Mi .. tzvah, which both~red him for 

a good deal of his adult life. 

Rubenst$in was apparently never a stable individuals When 

he was intimidate by Irish poli.ce after being attacked by Anti.­

Semitic Irish drunks, his father was silent" Thereupon by his 

I 
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RICHARD RUBENSTEIN (Continued) 

father~s silence and seeming impotence he saw Judaism as also 

being impotent. He then turned to the Unitarian Church where 

he became active and wanted to become a mi.nister. He wanted 

the power and magic of the pri.est for his own internal needs. 

However, he rettturned to Judaism because not to do so required 

too much self-rejection and deception. Still needing the power 

and mag:i.c of the clergy, he trained to be a rabbi first at the 

Hebrew Union College ( 191.~2) and then the Jewish Theological 

Seminary where he was ordained in 1952. While at the semin­

ary he discovered Orthodox Judaism and lived an Orthodox life 

for a decade. 

An unhappy childhood and an unhappy marriage molded him 

into a pessimist. That along with the influence of Paul TiJ. ... 

lich, psychoanalysis, and the Holocaust led him to espouse 

"death of God" theology which few Jews could accept. Finally 

he feels the pressure to leave-:_the;_activ'e rabbinate and be ... 

come a full time theologian at a secular college. 

~.tlJ-1~ is a most distur,bi.ng book. Rubinste:i.n 

was and possibly is a si.ck man. He is courageouf-l in writing 

thi.s book and openi.ng himself to public ridicule and rejection0 

He is one of the few autobiographers who uses psychoanalysis 

to explain himself to himself and the readers. Hi~ observations 

of the American Jewish community are not comf orti.p-g. Amerl<~an 

Jews are impotent and their rabbi.s are even worse. By becoming 

a university theologian, he can believe and practice his ideas 

of Judaism without being restrained by the Jews of money. 

I 
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RICHARD RUBENSTEIN (Continued) 

This book is extremely valuable for a study of the middle 

twentieth century. He has many good insights into the rab .. 

binate. He, li.ke Phi.lip Roth, is critical of American Jews. 

He is unable to be an Orthodox Jew but not quite comfortable 

with non:.-iOrthodoxy. He represents the world of the Jewish 

intellectual who has difficulties in personal and group 

identification and can find relief only in psychoanalysis and 

psychotherapy. 

ii; 
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MAURICE SAMUEL (1895-1972) 

1,llil..~_lli_q....l__~Q!Y (New Yorks Alfred A. Knopf, 1963) 

Maurice Samuel was born in Rumania, moved to England as 

a child and then immigrated to Ameri.ca in order to avoid mili­

tary service in World War I. As it turned out, he joined the 

American Army and at wars' end was assigned to the Morgenthau 

Pogrom Investigation Commission in Poland. Samuel's sojourn .. 

ings and "change of mind" are typical. He is a citizen of a 

hi.ghly Jewish world which nonetheless is cosmopolitan. From 

this one of hts autobiographical volumes, the reader feels 

that Samuel is somewhat opinionated and almost prone to b~~ 

dogmatic but at the same time is opeQ and at times very flex~ 

ible. 

littl~ __ J)J.st. l. l'illQN concerns i.tself with Israel and the 

galut, especially England and Rumani.a, A good deal of his 

autobi.ography is intensely personal, He wrestles with the 

conflicting views and attitudes of the Jewish and non?.Jewish 

world~ About the ti.me of his Bar Mitzvah he made an abrupt 

change to socialism and atheism. In stages he returns to Jud• 

aism which, while not being Orthodox, is somewhat traditional. 

Samuel feels that Judaism regards peoplehood ... -the group'"'cultural 

personality--as an expression of religion. 

F'or the twentieth••century Jewish historian, this book is 

a treasure mine. Samuel includes remarks about hi!i numberous 

works and translations. He devotes a great deal of time to re .. 

marks on three important personalities of this century, Chatm 

Weizmann, Shmarya Levin, and Chaim Nachman Bialik. He demonstrates 

'I 
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MAURICE SAMUEL (Contined) 

the importance of Yiddish and how it was the alter ego of the 

Yiddish-speaking Jews He seems to have captured the spirit of 

the Shtetl both in its romance and harshness. Samuel can be 

objective because he is both of the Shtetl as well as the sec­

ular world. 

Samuel in this volume makes only a few observations on the 

American Jewish scene. He notes that after fifty years 9 Amer­

ican Jews are not troubled by the question of dual loyalty. 

The "Melting Pot" ideal has been replaced by cultural plural ... 

ism. As a response to depersonalization, the Holocaust, and 

the emergence of the State of Israel, Jews are taki.ng a greater 

interest in things Jewtsh, 

:1 
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MARTIN SIEGEL (1933- ) 

tim.eru_Th~_J2.ifily-9f_fu!~!D-. ..?-.ie_g_~l ed i. t ed by Me 1 Z i. e g 1 er. 
(New Yorks World Publishing Company, 1970) 

,!\.mJ~.UJ._J'lJ§,..12.i!g:y_oJ_Bs!.Q.Qj.~Ma~_[j~ covers the per"' 

iod from December 12, 1968 through September 29, 1969, with 

an epilogue written in 1970. This volume provides us with 

revealing insights into American Jewry, American Jewish in­

stitutions and organizations, and the rabbi.nate. 

At the time of publication i.n 1970, Siegel's career had 

covered the Marine Corps, West Virginia, and finally Long 

Island. He sti.11 could not fully understand himself as rabbi 

or man. Indeed part of this book is his search for his own 

identity. 

The entr:i.es in the diary are vari.ed in length, mood, and 

attitude* The diary records h:i3 frustrations, his belief that 

he hadn't been too successful, weakppoi.nts and good points in 

hi.s character as well as hi.s idealism. The tone of the book 

is bitter primarily due to the nervous breakdown and hospi.tal­

ization of his wife which he blames on himselfe His activities 

in and oot of the synagogue are all ... consuming. Unlike Wheeling, 

West Vtrginia, there is little sense of community on Long Island ..... 

religion is a business. Consequently, Martin Siegel is the 

profesaiom.i1 Jew. Outsi.de the synagogue, the Si.egels are some ... 

what isolated and lonely. When his wi.f e is going through a 

breakdown no one from the congregation really helps hi.m, 

Siegel has a love-hate relationship with his profession. Yet, 

despite all the frsutrations; artd difficulties he still want to 

continue in the rabbinate. 
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MARTIN SIEGEL (continued) 

He makes very interesting comments about American Jews. 

He divides his suburban Long Island congregants into two 

categortess old guard and newcomers. The old guard consists 

of the senior business executives, l·awyers, doctors, and gar­

ment manufacturers with strong Jewish identification. Thei.r 

children are well educated and somewhat more ostentatious. 

Members of this category are wealthy but don't flaunt their 

wealth. The second category is that of the nouveaux riches 

who "t•thave lost their Jewish humanity, and haven't yet 

achieved their Anglo-Saxon polish." (p. 87) The two groups 

do not mtx. 

Siegel further divides the Jewish community into three 

generations. The first generation, the grandparents, beli.eved 

in the traditional i.dea of God. Their reverance for God helped 

them to be humanitarians. The children (second generation) 

were humanitarians like their parents but had problems in 

believing in God. They accepted the Jewish religion externally 

but not i.nternally. Finally there is the youth who don't see 

the need to accept Judaism even externally. It is this same 

youth which Siegel feels provi.de all the things, i.n life and 

beyond li.fe whieh God used to prov,ide. 

Si.egel sees American Jews as being afrai.d. They feel that 

everyone is persecuting them. They haven• t f orgot;.~ten the Holo­

caust or anti••semitism throughout the agesf This fear is ex­

ploited by indi.viduals and Jewish organizations for their own 

purposes, 

I 



MARTIN SIEGEL (Continued) 

On the whole Siegel has little use for Jewish i.nstitutions 

and organizations including the synagogue$ He feels thei.r 

main concern is to perpetuate themselves0 They have lost touch 

with reaU.ty and need to change or be eli.minat.ed. 

Atnf.?Jl.L_'.[.he_Qiq!'.y_.Q.(_.fu!l>l,J.-1::l~.X.tJn.~§.~ is useful in se­

curing a counter--balance to the rosy (pre-October, 1973) pro­

nouncements of the rabbinate, Ameri.can Jewry and American .)'ew .. 

. ish insti.tutions and organizations. It is extremely valuable 

in contemporary Jewtsh studies t:o try to understand thf~ Amer ... 

ican Jewish Commun.tty or segments of that community, One should 

be extremely careful, however, not to be overawed by Siegel's 

bitterness and frustration. 

'I 



RAPHAEL SOYER (1899- ) 

~~l(::..~lm..ent. (New York: Random House, 1969) 

~~lf~~aJ.J.1!.!fill! seems to be two books in one. The 

first book is a collection of paintings and sketches of the 

noted American artist Raphael Soyer~ The second is his diary 

from 1966 through 1968 with memories stretching back to the 

beginning of the twentieth century. 

When Soyer was a youngster, his father brought him, his 

mother and four brothers and sisters to America. Avrohom 

Soyer, who achieved some rehown as a Hebrew and Yiddish 

w:r.iterf left his family in Philadelphia while he looked for a 

job as a Hebrew teacher in New York. All of the Soyer ch:i.ldren 

were entered in a public school which angered Raphael who had 

already begun a Russi.an gymnasium. The new language (English) 

provided difficulties for Soyer who still retains a Russian 

accent even to this day, The Soyer family eventually moved 

to New York where Isaac, Raphael and his twin brother Moses 

became disti.nguished artistsa 

In his lifetime, Soyer joined several schools and clubs 

including the Jewish Art Center which included Abraham 

Walkowitz, Jennings Tofel, and Benjamin Kopman. 

joined socialist oriented clubs. 

Later, Soye.:t:' 

While Soyer left the impression that his art .wasn't 

Jewish ( p. 6911"}0), he nonetheless painted his par,ents :i.n a 

Jewish setting at least twice. Seyer doesn't say whether 

he is religious or not but he is interested in Israel pa~tly 

because his father, a lifetime Zionist, brought his children 
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RAPHAEL SOYER (Continued) 

to all the Zionist meetings. In Israel, Soyer introduces 

himself to s. Y. Agnon, the recipient of the Nobel Prize 

for literature, as the son of a Hebrew writer. Thus, from ~.:.>., 

his family background, he has retained at least some roots 

i.n Judaism. 
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ISAAC M. WISE (1819®1900) 

~m.i.Difill.~QQ.~ Translated and Edited by David Philipson 
(Cincinnati, Leo Wise and Company, 1910) 

The early struggles in America of the leader of American 

Reform Judaism is the subject matter of ~em.inifil~~~ Th.is 

volume deals with the events :i.n the life of Isaac M, Wise 

from his arrival to New York in 181+6 to 1857 as it was publish­

ed in numerous issues of !2.ML]1~h (Wise's German-language 

newspaper) in the eighteen seventi.es. Wise records such im­

portant events as his arrival in America and his struggle to 

be a rabbi here, hi$ election as rabbi of Albany, the many 

Christian attempts to convert the Jews, his move to Cinci.n .. 

natl, the beginnings of the newspapers .I!:.llLl.~..t:..~t..!L,and 

P.J.fLDfil.QI:aQ,, and(ithe publication of ~Jit;...A!!l~J!. He paints 

interesting pictures of cities he visited in during the decade 

such a.s New York, New Havc-m, Syracuse, Baltimore, Washington 

D.c.,.Charlestown, Chicago, Detroit, Cincinnati, Louisvtlle, 

Milwaukee, St. Louis and others. He registers his shock as ··· 

to the low cultural and educational level of American Jews 

as wel 1 a.s the absence of .. all ~Jewish public insti:tutions 

except the synagogue. He discusses his attempts to educate 

Ameri.can Jews by running more schools and wri.ting books and 

articles. He reports the bitter opposition of Orthodox 

Judaism to his idea. 

This book i.s a must for American Jewish hist'orians. Wise 

not only paints a picture of ante .. bellum American Judaism but 

also a portrait of America. 

I 
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ISAAC M. WISE (Continued) 

B~min1~J:!~D~..§. i.s also a saga of a great religious leader. 

Wise shares with us his loves and dislikes, frustrattons and 

successes, confi.dence and self doubt. The Wise of &.JJlinll...:. 

cences is complex and human, 
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ISAAC Mf WISE (1819-1900) 

fh.e_~..9.i;:l.,d_.QL~-~QP~§ Translated by Albert Frietllander, 
incinnati: American Jewish Archives, 195l1.) 

This little volume is based on a series of articles of 

the sa.me name ("Meine Bucherei.") which appeared in~~ 

in 1896 and 1897. ~ld_,9.f.~s contains the material in 

J.tem.i.ni.§..~~ in an abridged form along with short descrip­

tions of Wise's life before and after the events of the pre­

vious autobiography. Wise describes his life in Europe and 

provides us with i.nformation about three organizations with 

whose founding he was associateds Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, Hebrew Union College, and Central Conference of 

Ameri.can Rabbis. 

This work was written some twenty years after Reminiscences. 

Wise is somewhat less vivid here because of the abridgment which 

allows :for few details, and his advancement in years. None ... 

theless,; he retains a sense of humor and is sttll a dynamic 

i.ndividual who commands respect. 

Ii ,,.I 



STEPHENS. WISE (1874-1949) 

g11.~l.le1J£..i!J.s._Yef:U:§. (New Yorks G. P. Putnam~s Sons, 1949) 

No twentieth ... century American Jewish history can be com .. 

plete without including Rabbi Stephens. Wise, certainly one 

of the most important American Jews of this century. Not only 

was he a great Jew, but also a great Americant He was listen­

ed to by both the masses and the important people of his day. 

The power and personality of Wise, whi.ch have the aura of a 

bi.blical prophet, are very much in evidence in his autobiography 

Cl},§:l:t~.lliil..Q&..,1-e.~.t'§.. 

Wise's involvement in the Jewish and non ... Jewish world 

grows from his roots in Judaism and in his faith in America. 

He is a representative of the new American Jew who is at home 

with both his fellow Americans and fellow Jews. The abundancf~ 

of material in this volume demonstrates the impossibility of 

~ryi.ng to compartmentalize hime. 

Wise was a leader of social justice in Portland and New 

York, In particular chapters one, four, and six deal with his 

work in this field, Among activities in Portland, he partici.., 

pated in crusades against gambling and prostitution (pp. 8, 9), 

protested the MitcheJ.1 ... Kahn Bill which was flagrently anti­

Japanese and anti-Chinese (p. 11.0), and fought for dhild :Labor 

laws ( pp. 56 f 57). In New York he worked for the r.ight of wo·• 

men to vote ( p. 110), and helped to found the Nati~onal Associa­

tion for the Advanc()ment of Colored People ( p. l 17). He also 

traded jabs with Tammany: Hall as well as trying to end corrup­

tion in city government :ln New York (pp. 10-22). He supported 



STEPHEN s. WISE (Continued) 

organized labor and social reform to alleviate the terrible 

conditions of the working man. who was being exploited by the 

bosses (pp. 56~81). 

Wise's devoti.on to speak the truth as he saw it and the 

ideals of democracy followed him throughout the years. He 

refused to become rabbi of New York's Temple Emanu .. El because 

Louis Marshall and his Associates insisted that the rabbi could 

· not be allowed complete freedom of the pulpit (pp, 82 ... 91+). For 

the principle of freedom of the pulpit and the desire to serve 

the newer immigrants from Eastern Europe, Wise founded the Free 

Synagogue i.n 1906 (PP0 95 .. J.08). In 1922, he :founded the Jewish 

Institute of Religion to serve as an alternative rabbinj;cal sem ... 

inary to that of the Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox which 

he considered dogmatic and narrow..,minded (pp. 129•·142). Both 

these institutions, the Jewish Institute of Religion and the 

Free SynagogtH~ 1 are discussed in great detail in this volume. 

Wise was one of the earliest political Zionists in this 

country. He describes the difficulties of the Zionist move .. 

ment in America and the attacks on that movement and its adherents 

by other American Jews. In 1898, he helped to found the Fed ... 

eration of American Zionists (later reorganized as the Zionist 

Organi.zation of America), and that same year atten.qed the first 

of many Zioni.st Congresseso At subsequent Congre~ses, he met 

such leading Zionists as Herzl, Weizmann, Nordau, and Ben Guri.on. 
' 

He was impressed by the ~anner in which these Congresses were 

run and succeeded in mai.nt:atning this democratic format over 

the years. (pp. 307, 308). 



STEPHENS. WISE (Continued) 

Along with others, Wise was unhappy with the control that 

the earlier German Jewish immigrants exercised over the American 

Jewish community~ With Brandeis, Mack, Lipsky, Frankfurter, 

Rutenberg~ and Nathan Straus, he founded the American Jewish 

Congress to deal with questions of World War I, and the plight 

of the Jews in Central and East:errt Europe, and Ottoman ... ruled 

Palestine. Tht:~ first Congress was a temporary body which was 

to disband after the Versailles Peace Treaty. In 1922, the 

permanent Congress convened its first meetingm From its incep• 

tion the Congress worked to help .Jews both at home and abroad. 

In spite of oppositton by most respected J~ws of German antece­

dents and American Jewish organizations-•the American Jewish 

Committee, for instance ..... the Congress quite early protested 

against Hitlerism. 

Wise had a great deal of contact with American presidents, 

especially Wilson and Franl<l.in Roosevelt$ These two, seen by 

him as believers in the American ideal of decency and fairness, 

did much to help the Jewish people in Wi.se' s opinion. He defends 

Roosevelt against the clai.ms that he allowed millions of Nazi.­

threatened Jews to die without lifting a finger. He writes, 

It pains me as a Jew to tell that while Roosevelt, from 
the beginning and even before the actual beginning, saw 
and understood what was happening, influences.were at 
work to blur his vision and to confuse his understanding. 
Chief among such influences, one is grieved to admit, 
were some German Jews of status and wealth who constantly 
sought to reassure Roosevelt that things •are not as bad 
as Wise and others describe themi' seeking thus to counter­
act not e the atroci.ty tales' but thf~ atrocious facts that 
shook Roosevelt. (p. 238) 

In placing the blame for the lack of American humanitarian con.., 
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sideration. he cites Henry Morgenthau's indictment of State 

department bureaucrats in cooperation wi.th the Briti.sh Foreign 

office (pp. 276-279). In addition, Wise is disappointed with 

the Christian community which as a whole did so little. 

This book is extremely valuable to the historian of twen .. 

tieth-century Zionism, American Jewry, and the United States@ 

Since Wise was well informed, participated in most important 

events of Jewish and American history from 1900-1948, and was 

acquainted with the leading personalities of those years, he 

has much to con.tributet However, one is disappointed by vague ... 

ness and lack of' details at times. Wise states, for examples 

The groups that had always opposed a democratic Jewish 
body withdrew from the Congress at the 1919 session. 
Since that time, they have for the most part continued 
resolutely to oppose and sabotage every effort to estab­
lish a representative Jewish body for the democratic 
management of the internal affairs of the Jewish community. 
(p. 208) . 

Who these groups are and how they oppressed and sabotaged the 

establishment of a "representative Jewish body" is not made clear. 

This vagueness is evident throughout the sections of the book 

concerned with Zionism and the American Jewtsh Congress. 
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ANZIA YEZIERSKA (1885-1970) 

.B.ruLfil.,bbon on_9_ilJ1it~fi.QD~ (New Yorks Charles ,Scriber's 
Sons , ~ 

Anzia Yezierska's autobiography might have been a "rags 

to riches story." She came from Poland to New York with her 

family. Her father was a talmudi.c and biblical scholar who 

constantly studi.ed and neVf)r brought home money thus leaving 

his family i.n poverty. For the father poverty went hand in 

hand with being a Jew. In raising his daughter, he would 

quote from the Midrash .. -Leviticus Raba 35s6s "Poverty befits 

a daughter of Jacob like a red ribbon on;,a,.-whi:te~1horse. 11 

Yezi.erska rebels against her father and his attitudes, leaves 

home, and tries to become a wri.ter. She writes the novel 

Hu!l,.€;_:r::y___ijg§3.rt.,.0920), which becomes a critical success. When 

Hollywood wants to buy her book, she has to pawn her mother's 

shawl for bus fare to get to her agent. Hollywood buys her 

book and she goes to the West Coast where she will become weal­

thy. However, she cannot accept Hollywood and instead of being 

"successful" she becomes less prosperous and finally wtth the 

Depression she is povertystri.cken again. With work in the WPA 

and an inheritance from a friend, she is ready to begin to. 

cli.mb again. 

g~iLBl!JJlQ .... 11....Q!l..1!_~~-Ho:r;-g is not a "rags to riches " 

story but it is a story of a search for identity. It is not 

only the story of Anzia Yez,i.erska but of many young Eastern 

European immi.grants of the early twentieth century., Many of 

the parents never "Ameri.canized 11 in terms of customs and mores 

of the new country. Children rebeled not only against parents, 
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reli.gion, Judaism, which seemed to prevent entry i.nto American 

Society. 

Many times Yezierska discovered "Jews need not apply." 

As a result of the discrimi.nation she became aloof from the 

rest of the world .... afraid to be hurt. She hides her identity 

as a Jew. Finally at the end of the book she is able to accept 

herself as a human being and a Jew and finds peace of mind. 

This well written book is an important statement about 

the Eastern European Jewish immigrant of the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuriese It provides a picture of anti­

semitism on a day to day level. Finally it paints a picture 

of the United States and her people who allowed immigration 

but ·made little attempt to understand the new immigrants or 

their children. 
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