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I 

rrhe name,. Isaac Harby, is relatively unknown both 1n 

Jewish and in non ... Jewish circles o The question a;r,ises, 

therefore, of what importance was this man, that he should 

be the sub.iect of an ordination thesis? The answer is very 

simple. Harby was one of the few Jews in the early 1800 1 s 

who attempted to enter and 7 to be successful in the field 

of li tera tul'."e. He also was one of those rar•e ind1 viduals 

who trj.ed to improve and modernize his Judaism, despite 

the fact that he was a laymano 'rhis thesis endeavors, 

therefore, to discover the intricate workings of Har•by' s 

mind, as well as to offer a critique of his works. 

Harby wr·ote tr.wee plays, all of which were box off ice 

failures. The finest of his plays was a.122ril, which 

Preside·nt James Monroe had the pleasu:r-e to witness. The 

paramount reason why Harby failed as a playwr1ght can 

be traced to his idealism, in that he wrote a play f'or the 

sake of drama, and not for the whims of his own uncultured 

generationo 

H:ts essays, drama tic emd 11 ter•ar y cr•i tic lsm, and 

newspaper• editors hip, poJ:"tre,y a man full of sparkling wit, 

of bi ttel'." sarcasm, and of ge:nt,111 ty. Har•by, in all of his 

wrl tj .. ngs, tri.ed to be honest and obj ec t:l.ve. Many times, 

however", his emotions interfered, and made hir~~subjectiveo 

'11he prime example of' Barby's wit, objectivity, and 

sub,jectivj.ty can be observed. when he discussed Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 



Harby 1s finest contr·ibution to humanity was his 

organization of the f'ir,st liberal Jewish movement in the 

United States • He led 1111he ·neformed Society of Israelites 11 

in its campaign to refor·m and modernize the Spanish

.Por•tuguese liturgy of Beth Elohim, Charleston, South 

Carolina. In conclusion., Harby was e, good example of the 

early American Jew, struggling to eke out a living by a 

career in belles-lettres. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In college, I had. two focal points of 1.nteres t ~ One 

was Re:t'or•m J'udaism and the ,rabb.ina te, and the other• was the 

f .ield of literature o My interest in the r•abbina te was 

evidenced by the fact that I enrolled in the Hebr'ew Union 

College-Jewish Ins ti tu te o:t' Religion e Those who knew me 

well. also realized that despite a heavy schedule both in 

college and seminary, I managed to ,squeeze in the study 

of Amer•ican literat,ure. Thus, when it came time for me 

to pick a thesis topic, I wanted a topio which would 

incorporate both of my major interests. 

As I scanned the field of .Amer1can Jewish his·tory, 

the name of Isaac Harby suddenly seemed to captivate my 

interest.. Here was a relatively unknown author, cr•itic, 

essaylst, and playwright, and the leader of the first 

Refot"m Jewish movement on American soil o In errnence, the 

deeds and actions of Isaac Harby had ar•oused my two main 

interests so much, that I was motivated to write my thesis 

about h:i.m o 

Unfortunately, there has been no book dealing w:l.th 

every aspect of Barby's aocomplishmentso Thus, few people 

have ever heard of hlmo Charleston, Sou.th Carolina, for 

E3Xample, boasts of having the fir11 st Reform temple in the 

[Jnited States, yet glvef3 little credit to Harl?¥• When one 

roads a criticism of William Shakespeare, one seldom r•efers 

to Harby 1 s me,sterful comment.s. I have attempted, U10refore, 



to rectify the injustice done to him by writing what I 

believe to be the first complete biography of Harby'a 

life. 
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Q !:fA:PTffiR ONm 

A BRIEF PICTURE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND OF CHARLESTON, 

SOUTli CAROLINA, DURING HARBY' S LIFETIIVJE--•l 788-1828 

The state of South Carolina was peculiar from its 

origin, both by its situation and by the nature of its 

inhabitants. Isolated by vast stretohes of trackless 

country from the more populous centers of even her sister 

states, South Carolina was left to the tutelage of her 

mother ceuntry, England, more so than any other state. 

Thus, South Carolina for many decades was, of all the 

colonies, the most accessible from England. Many English 

ships would berth at Charleston Bay and transmit 11Bl"itish11 

l 
culture, ideas, and attitudeso 

After the Revolutionary War, life in anteQbellum South 

Carolina. was not static, but it was resistant to any change 

tending to cause it to conform to the ide@logy and practices 

of the industrial North. "Tne generality of the people of 

South Carelina and, indeed of the entire South, was superior 

to the industrial civilization of the North in that the 

former conserved and perpetuated a way <Df' life which ennG)bled 
2 

the individual." 

Agr1oulture was the backbone of South Oarol1na'e 

economy. The great staples of the state were rice, ind1g0, 
3 

and tobacco. However, when Whitney I e cotton g1ti, invented 

in 1792, became known and. available to the South Carolina 
4 

planter, oott.on became the ma.in agrioul tural p;c-oduot. 

F. J. Turner, a noted historian of this period, wrotea 



"Never in history, perhaps, was an eoonom1o foroe more 

influential upon the life o:t a people •• oThe price of 

cotton was 1n these yea.rs the,barometer of southern 
5 

prosperity and of' southern die content. H By 1826 

man:ufaoturing in South Carolina. had declined. It waa 

far more profitable tor South Carolina to be a plantation 
6 

state and raise cotton, than to spin it. 

The decade 1820 ... 1830 was critical for South Oarolina. 

Her uprush of prosperity from cotton subsided as states to 

the West glutted the market. O.otton entered a long depression 

lasting until 1832. From her founding up to 1815, South 

Carolina had steaa.1i:v drawn immigration. The white w.ajority 

o:r 31,283 in 1790 had been supplanted in 1820 by a black 

majority of' 27,861. South Oiarolina was fighting a losing 

eeonom:l.o battle, unt:l.l 1n later yea.rs she would develop new. 

eoonom1o resources. This economic loss South Carolina 

suffered along with most of the old seaboard states, but she 
7 

was one of those most severely afflicted., 

Into this somewhat sketchy picture of' South Oa.rolina, 

we now insert Charleston, and turn to a detailed exam:l.nat1on 

of her society, economy, and cul twe. Charles ton in Harby I s 

day appeared as a quaint and old fashioned port city. It 

bore the imprint of English influence and usage. It had 

na:rrow streets paved w:l.th cobblestones, the old·mal:'ket over 
. 

which hovered turkey buzzards, the graceful oliuroh spires 

weathering in mist and sunshine, and of course, the 

venerable live oaks and magnolias sheltering stately homes 



8 
adorned with balconies. It was a social and political 

meeting place in colonial times. The governor, the 

colonial legislature, the oour•ts, and the minor royal 

officials resided at Charleston. Northern South Carolina-

the up country or the back country, as it was then called-

was shut off from the rest of the world. Overland 

communication was very slow and expensive. The low country, 

of which Charleston was a part, had the advantage in wealth, 
9 

in intelligence, and in political powero 

Charleston, indeed, in 1795 was already an 

international city. A large portion of the inhabitia.nts 

exhibited a great variety in their language. At this time 

Charleston was the most aristocratic city in the Union. 
10 

There was complete nobility 1n everything but title. 

"'I'he small society of rice and cotton planters at 
-

Charleston, 11 says Henry Adams in describing the America of 
" 

1800, "with their oultivated. tastes and hospitable ha.bits 

delighted in whatever reminded th.em, of European 

civilization. They were travelers, readers, and scholars; 

the society ot Cb.a;rleeton compared in refinement with that 

of any city of its size in. the world, and English visitors 
11 

long thought it the most agreeable in America.." Indeed, 

the planters lad the town. Their life as semi-military, 

semi-patriarchal masters of men and land made them leaders, 

if there was any m~1,ter1a.l within the man on which to build. 

J. Hee tor St. J'obn De or'eveooeur sadly noted: 

While all is joy, festivity and happiness 



in Charles-Town, would you imagine that 
scenes of misery overspread in the 
country. Their ears by habit are become 
deaf, their hearts are hardened; they 
neither see, hear, nor feel for the woes 
of their poor slaves, from whose painf'ul 
labours all their wealth proceeds. Here 
the horrors of slavery, the hardships of 
incessant toils, are unseen; and no one 
thinks with compassion of' thome showers 
of sweat and of tears which from the bodies 
of Africans, daily drop, and moisten th$ 
ground they till. The cracks of the whip 
urging these miserable beings to excessive 
labour, are far too distant f:r-om the gay 
capital to be heard. 1rhe ohoeen race 
eat, drink, and live happy, while the 
unf'ortuna.te one grubs up the· ground, 
raises indigo, or husks the rice; exposed 
to a sun full as scorching as their 
native one; without the support of good 
food, w:l,thout the oordials of' a.ny cheering 
liquorol2 _ 

The political professions of her leading men in those 

days were of the Jefferson school, but their practice was 

that of an aristocracy-•a. planter aristocracy.· However, as 

the yea.rs rolled on into the 1820 1 s, titles of nobility 
13 

disappeared along with he:r-edity estates. This type of 

aristocracy was carried on to the extent that it was held 

disreputable to attend to business of' almost any kind; even 

the learned professions were admitted into the front rank in 

society only to a limited extento 

The commerce of Charleston during this period of time 

exceeded anything of later years, as her exports were great, 

and he:r imports were equal, not only to her own oc:.msumption, 

but to supplying a large portion of Georgia on the one hand, 

and North Oarolina on the other. The smuggling trade in 

British manufactures to the then Spanish and Portuguese Sou.th 



Atnerioa.n oolon1ea waa immense and extremely lucrative, 

bringing in return large qu.antities of specie, and ,. 

innumer·&ble cargoes of coffee, cocoa, and sugar, whioh 

were then reshipped to European ports. Many merchants 

accumulated large fortunes, which enabled them to compete 
14 

with the planters in style of living. 

By 1830, the decay of Charleston, the decline of her 

commerce and consequent decreases of population and wealth 

were seen and felt. The cause of this depression was due 

to the introduction of steam navigation. Before 1830, the 

produce of' the interior was brought on wagons by the growers 

to Charleston, and afforded business and employment to a 

great number of merchants and laborers. The former had 

erected, at a sreat expense to themselves, both warehouses 

and dwellings in which to house the produce. Now, with the 

introduction of' steam navigation, both warehouses and 

buildings were unnecessary. The produce was collected at 

Auguete1., Hamburgh, and other places in northern South 

Carolina, and brought to the wharves in Charleston on boats, 

towed by steamboats. At Oharleaton, the produce was received 

by a few foreign and A.tnerican agents who thus were en~bled to 

transact a business which previously he.cl. given life and 

wealth to every part of the oity. 

The oonaequences of this change in the syiqtem o:f' trade 

wel"e financially ruinous to many, while its benefits were 

felt by few. Many,whose rents in. CharJ.eston gave them an 

entire independence, were reduced to poverty; houses, for 
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example!; that rented for from ten to fifteen hundr-ed 

dollars a year, beo&1.me terua.ntless, or were rented fo.r one-
15 

fourth the.a.moun.t. 

As far as cultural patterns went in South Oaro.lins,, 

Oharleston wa.s pr11-em1nently th6 culturq1,l C$nter. It hii,d 

the Charles ton Theater, many playwrights, music, and a 
16 

great many men of literary ability. If one were to title 

Charleston am a eultural center between 1800-1830, an 

adequate description might be, 11 the Athenf.! of South 
17 

Carolina." If we can title Charles ton thum, the important 

question arises, what was the, l1terQtture like of this 

period? 

Ludwig Lewisohn partially answered this question: 

What di:t'fer@ntia tes the 11 t~iu·•ary origins 
of South Carolina from the literary origins 
in other Stlil.teis is the f'aot that on 63.0count 
of (1.) the isolation of the province from 
1 t@ 1 is ter provinces and 1 ts oompa.ra ti'vely 
easy aooessibility from England, and on 
account of (2.) the liberal character of 
its inhabitants, we :find hEare a somewhat 
more perfect development of pure llterature 
of th$ eight$enth century type, espeo1ally 
in prose, than in any other liter.w.ture 
producing States ••• The history of literatUl:"e 
in South Carolina :ts praotioa.lly the record 
of what was wri tt,en in one city. What Athen1 
was to Att1.oa, Charleston was to South 
Oarol1na, •• It was h8re that literature 
originated, developed, &1,nd deolined.18 

The style of writing wae extremely ponderous and 

l!I t11 ted within this period of' 1800-1830. F1ore1gn · 

expreesiona W(!lre regularly em,ployed when th$ exao.t idea 

could be expressed in En5lish. La.tin ~nd Greek words were 

evidently more admired and p:refe:rr,,ed than .Anglo-Saxon ones, 



and this, it muet be noted, is the general genr$ of 
19 

lj.terature found in Charleston and in South Oarolinao 

One e..rea. which up until this time, h~s not been 

touched, is thlil.t of the position ot the J'ews in South 

Carolina. Were they treated as equals or as se,oond-olasrs 

citizens? Could they have developed a literature which 

would include their deepest thoughts, or was there even 

any ind:tos,tion of their feelinss and r1•.iua.ctions? Were they 

happy with their surroundings, or just biding their time 

until something better Olil..m@ their way? In other words, 

what was the role of the J'ew in South Carolina in general, 

Oh~rle,ton in particul~r? 

The constitution of South Carolina was written by the 

gr•ea t English philosopher, ~:rohn Locke, who in his l1beral1 ty 
20 

arranged toler.'9.tion for 0 J·ews, Hes.thens, and Dissenters. u 

Here indeed was a glorious invitation for the J'ewsi to 

settle in an English colony whioh would gr~nt them the 

rights, from which they were so often deprived in Europe. 

The Jews showed. their appreolatj.on of the 11'bera.li ty 

of South Oarolina during the Revolutionary War. '11:b.e largest 

group of J'ew1sh soldiers from any one colony was that of 

South Carolina,_ b~oause tb.at colony had a regular m1li tia 1n 

which every able-bodied man was emrolle(l. Twenty-six Jews 

served in the company of a Captain Lush1ngton, wl~o oomm'1.nded 
. 

the men from a certain section of' Oharleua ton. They did 

excellent, service p~rt1cularly during the siege of 

Charleston by the British; after the oity's capture, aome of 
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them were imprisoned and many expelled from it. Because of 

the large number of Jews enrolled, Captain Lushington's 
21 

command was often ):"le:f'erred to as the "Jews I company. 11 

The Oha):"lleston sentiment toward the Jews was a fine 

· refleo tion of' the liberality of the United States 

Gonst1tut1on regarding religious toleration. Contempt was 

shown to the German cruelty towards the Jews. Maryland was 

ridiculed :for her bigotry 1n denying full political rights 
22 

to the Jews. The Jews, indeed, enjoyed certain rights in 

Cha:rleeton and in South Carolina, which had been denied to 

them for many centu):"liae on the European continent. 

With the South Carolina Jews possessing first-class 

citizenship, one might expect a tremendous outpouring or 

publication of Jewish li terat,ure. However, Isaao Lees er 

wrote in his Occident and Ame;r,ioan J'ewish Advocate tha.t ~-~--~ _,,..,.ii, www _._ ~v ,. _,,..,,..,,,,. -"""'""' 

J'ewish literature wam not at home in the United States, 

and that higher education was a thing neither sought nor 
23 

valued, He was unhappy in the 1860 'a that so few Jews, 

in proportion to their numbers, enrolled in colleges or 

universities. Hence, although tb,er® might have been. a great 

many who w):"lote. for newspape,r,s and magazines, few indeed 

devoted their time to composine; a book or some type of 

Jewish lite,r,ature. 

The next step in this thesis is to b:rief'ly examine the 

lit'e of Isaac Ha:rby., and see how it fits into the colorful 

world of' Charles ton between the years of 1800 ... 1830. 
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OHAPTER TWO .....-..................... __ 
ISAAC I-IARBY'S BIOGRAPHY 

Sometime during the fifteenth century, Nicholas Harby 

lived in the County of Cambridge, Englando 1rhe son of 

Nicholas was William, who in turn became the father of 

Thomaso Thomas' son was Clement, and Clement, Jr., 
24 

represented the next generationo 

Clement, Jr., was the first to introduce the J'ewish 

element into the Harby blood strain. After be:1.ng knighted 

at Whitehall 1n 1669, he took the ocmsulship of Morea in 

1681 c, There he married a Jewess,o The couple later moved 

to Morocco, where Clement, J'ro, became secretary to the 
25 

king and filled the post of' Royal Lapidary. 

Clement, Jr., had a son, Isaac Harby, the grandfather 

of the Isaac Harby with whom this thesis deals. Isaac, to 

all intents and purposes, was raised as a Jew. His first 

name, Isae.c, was a fine blbl:tci:il one, and. it is probable 

that, his religious beliefs were to a great extent 

influenced by his mother. We know about him that he was 

"about the middle of the eighteenth century employed in the 

business of a lapidary at Fez in Morocco and in his 

barbarian majesty's good confidence, Some threat of his 

life, either on account of his wealth or doubt of his 

conversion to Islamism, induced hlm to attempt, a·nd effect 
. 26 

his escape to England .. He there married an ltGClian lady." 

From this marri.age, six children were conce1 ved, the 

youngest of whom was Solomon, born in London, 1762. Solomon 

.I 
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Harby left England bound for America. He remained in 

Jamaica from 1'778 to 1781, before embarking for Oharleston, 
27 

South Oarolina. In 1787, he married Rebecca Moses 1.n 

Charles ton. · She was the daughter of Myer Moses, a weal thy 

and patriotic Jew who had assisted the thirteen colonies 
28 

during the Revolutionary War. Isaac Harby, the first born. 

of this union, humorously remarks, 11My fat,her died without 

leaving me anything but a decent education and sufficient 
29 

honour and virtue to bar my prefer.men t, in this world. 11 In 

his will, Solomon Harby mentioned Isaac only, of all his 

children, appointing "my dearly beloved son Isaac Harby to 

be my successor as Trustee to the New BUJ:"ying Ground at 

Hampstead," and bequeathing to him his desk and all his 
-. 

books, 11 they having been originally purchased for him in the 
30 

Pursuit of his educationo 11 

L. c. Mo:tse makes mention of a manuscript in which 
31 

Isaac Harby pokes fun at his surname. It is evident that 

he did not know his complete aneestral history, otherwise he 

scarcely would have joked about the possible Hebraic 

derivation of the name. He states 1n the family Bible: 11:My 

great ancestor Ieaao ben Solomon was distinguished by the 

appellation of 'herab' (a swordsman), whence I suppose the 
32 

family name Harby, 'ill !J• 11 terally 'my sword' • 11 Harby 
' . 

had no idea whatsoever that his surname originated from a 
-

nonll'IIJewish source. He Pl"Obably thought that it~ was a 

b1bl1oa.l word,_J_ 7 f1 , which one of his a.noes tors chose o 
•' I "I . , 

Let us, however, continue with the background 

1nformationo Isaac Harby was born in Charleston, Sou.th 

I: 
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33 
Carolina, November 9, 17880 He received all the advantages 

. of a liberal education from one of the most renowned and 

distinguished classical scholars of his day, Dr. Best. Harby 

w~s such a precocious student that he repeatedly acted the 

part of a tutor to the rest of his class, preparing them, in 

his leisur•e, for serious examinations. He also possessed a 

happy mirthful nature, which made him the center of a bright, 

animated group of companionso 

While a t:tll extremely young, he obtained a position as 

an 1.nstructor in Charleston Oollege, for he had impressed 

the public through various articles that were printed in the 

local press. Losing no opportunity to improve his mind and 

increase his knowledge, he was a voracious reader. The best 

literature of the ages was always before his eyes, and 

translations from Latin, Greek, and :b,rench were never 
34. 

necessary. Harby had a re ten ti ve memory plus a quick and 

acute perception of things~ He seldom had to read a thing 

twice, and what he onoe committed to memory, he never forgoto 

His jude;ments of both men and th:tnge were not of patient 

investigation, rather they were formed at first impression. 

Harby' s biographer sadly notes that he was too eager for the 

11 immediate rewards of' success" to undergo the pains and 
35 

unremitting labors that bring the very highest achievements. 

In 1805, at the age of seventeen, he began ·the study of 
-

law with a distinguished fellow townsman, Langdon Cheves. 

But before he was able correctly to es•timate the lli:l.w 

profession, he abandoned the study, and turned to journalism 
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and teaohins. Harby found these vocations more congenial 
36 

and enjoyable to his brilliant and imaginative nature. 

With the death of hie father in 1809, Isaac found 

himself the sole support of his mother as well as a large 

family. Depending upon the faith and generosity e>f his 

friends, Harby decided to open a school on Edisto Isl,nd, 

and to do the only thing he knew how to do ...... to teach. He 

was so successful with his school that he was induced to 

move 1t to Charleston, due to the demands of his many 

gratified follower■• His biographer remark•: 

As a teacmer, he had few equals, probably no 
superior in this State(i. e., a. Carolina). 
His method was peculiar to himself. He pa.id 
little attention to rules and none to torn1er 
systems. Ho instilled knowledge more by 
verbal explanation and familiar conversation 
not unlike the admirable plan of Sooratee, 
than the ordinary modes of' 0 taxing 11 the memory 
with the weight of long and.tedious exerc~ses.37 

Harby first studied the student and never lost interest in 
38 

the material he had to mold. One of Harby 1s flnest 

.qualities ae a teacher was his sense of fairness. He loved. 

to participate in sporting events with his pupils. He would 

soundly tb.r-ash the boys who were not perfect in their 

preparation. "But in the very next hour'' he was playing 
39 

with them during the recreation perlodo Harby, it. 

appears, would not carry over the mistakes a pupil made 1n 

one class, to another class or activity. He tqok each class 

and activity as a new and separate event in the life of a 

pupil. His qualities of affability, patience, and industry 
40 

made this teacher a first rate school mano 
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Im 1810, while ■ till teaching, he married Rachel, the 

only daughter or Samuel Mordecai, of Savannah. 

Unfortunately, little is known or, writtsn al:>out Mrs. Harbyo 

It appeara that the marriage was a happy one, 'becau1e it 

produced eight living child.rem. Mrs. Harby died at the 

young age of rorty ... five in the year 1827. Isaac, lamenting 

the loss of his beloved wife, wrote tersely in the family 
41 

Bible, 11Mysteriou■ and unsearchable Providence." However, 

the attraction• of the family circle and of social life 

were not alluring enough to make Harby cease 0r neglect his 

studies or the classics or literature. He was constantly 

storing in his memory information which would enable him t& 

write w1tty·and ingenious essays on the current subjects of 
42 

the day. 

In 1804 he became a.member of the Philomathian Society, 

a literary and debating club made tam(.!)us by a membership 

which in later years occupied commanding stations in 

society. The membership of this aelect group aided in 

arousing Harby's pride and ambition for status in the 
43 

11Sooiety 11 and to stimulate his hope to.r future renown. 

From this period and onward, we find Harby emerging 

as a public writer. He first undertook the editorial 
44 

department of!!!!. Quiver, a weekly Ohat1leston periodical. 

This paper did not have a long life, and not a foingle copy 
45 

of it 1e available. 

He was almost without means, but in association with a 

friend, Harby ptlt"chaaed the Investigat2t,, and proceeded te 

I 
I 
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edit it. His editorial policy brought him into the public 

eye as the eloquent champion of the Republican cause. Thia 

venture of He.rby 's was a gamble, for if t,he 11 tera.t'y ta.s tes 

of the Oharleston populace had not approved, he would soon 

have been bankrupt. However, due to his energy, leadership, 
46 

and genius, it appears tnat the I,,nv~s t:J.ga t,a,t prospered. 

Yet Harby was not satisfied. with the character and 

policies of the Investigator. "He took upon himself the 

heavy charge of changing the whole character of an 

es,tablished papet', and by altering its name to that of the 

Southern Patriot, and diversifying its celumns with the 

effusions of his lively and felicitious pen, the offspring 

ot' hie creation seemed at once to rise like a pheenix from 
47 · 

1 ts own ashes.'' In 1 t he ably supported the 

administration of President Madison. Publlo e@nf1dence 

rapidly increased so much in the E2£~ Patriot that 1n 

less than a year, the number of subscriptions had grown 

sufficiently to insure long life and establish the oharaote1~ 
48 

of the pap~r. In May, 1817, he sold his interest to 

Rebert Howard, whom he had taken into partnership in 1816, 
49. 

and returned to teaching. However, due to the increase 

of the publio and private schools, Harby was soon induced 

t0 return to the editorship of the CitX Gazette in 1822. 

He also wrote the editorials tor the Charleston M!rcury 
50 

d~rin5 the absence of its editor. 

As an editor and wr:tter, he wrote easily and brilliantly. 

Nothing escaped him which would el1oit a lively o@mment or an 



1,ns true ti ve truth. Al though he wrote almost daily, never 

were his eff~rts labored or inappropriate. In fact, 

Barby's dictien was beautiful, his style elegant, and his 

imagination ever alive to vivify the ridiculous and the 
51 

sublime. 

Harby, moreover, was not only a teacher and a gifted 

newspaper editor, but he also was an exceptional dramatist, 

critic, essayist, and journalist. Yet, with the majority 

of his lifetime consumed by his literary efforts, he still 

round the time te become an outstanding and gifted leader 

in matters of religion. Each <'ime of the aforementioned 

things 1s an integral part of Harby'• life, and is too 

important to be lightly explained 1n this biographioa.1 

chapter. Therefore, the ensuing chapters will examine in 

detail Harby' s dramatics, cri tieism, essays, Journalism, 

and 1nvalvement 1n Judaism. 

In June, 1828, Harby resolved to lea.ve Oharlesten. He 

had Ju.st lost hia wife, whose lemg sufterings he had been 

helpless to alleviate. His means of 11velih0od were 

sradually bec~m1ng more slender and preoa.rioua. His health 
52 

was ser1oualy impaired by some chronio a.ff'liction. 

Harby took up residence in New York City, and with his 

sister as aesistant, he began to teach a.gs.in in a school 
53 

whioh was established in hia h0me. He also became an 

0ecaaional contributor to the New York Evening~• The 

~venin,&.~.J1sed the w0rds of Harby's "Defense of the 

Drama": 



We oann~t omit to ask the attention of 
our reader■ of taste to the follow1n5 
beautiful, and learned, and mast.erly 
d1scu11.t,(l)n of our elegaRt oerrespc.i>ndent, 
1:n defense and recommendation @f 
theatrical exhibitions. Its per-usal, we 
think, must dissipate the most inveterate 
prejudice, and oono111ate the g0od will 
and approbation Gt the most honest but 
mistaken oppositi@n.54 

A tribute to the h1gh. regard in which Harby was held 

1n New York was when the new Bowery Theater was about to 

be opened. Dr. DeKay, Isaac Harby, and Ogden Hoffman were 

the committee appointttid to decide on the merits of the 
55 

poetical address offered tor the Qpening of the theater. 

The name of Isaac Harby appearing on a committee proudly 

called uSQ very competent," scarcely three months after h111 

arrival in New York, attests to the high regard and respect 
56 

others gave to him. The Evenine; Post_desc.r1bed Harby as 

an "esteemed personal f'r1emd and aoo@mplislaed seh(l)la.r ••• 

whe oeoasionally hone.red ou.r- eolumns with proofs of his 

learning and gen1us ••• d1et1ngu1shed and eminent scholar and 
57 

wr1 ter ot n0 ordinary tas tt and intell1genoe 11 ; "a friend 
58 

and. impartial or1t1o or the drama"; 11 th• ~1pe and 

refined scholar, the respectable citizen, and the upright 

and moral man, who fulfilled in an exemplary manner the 

various duties he felt himself called upon to discharge 1n 
59 

the relations of father, brother, and f'.riend. 11 

In little m0re than six months or his New·xork career, 

Harby became seriously ill and died Deoembar 14, 1828. Ho 
60 

died a.t the age or fe>rty-@ne 1n the prime e:r his man.hood., 



A sad eommenta,r.y an his 11:t'e 1s that he died in abjeet 

poverty. In :f'aet, the Bewery Theater announced promptlJ 

after his death that it would devote the proeeeds of' a 

certain performanoe to his 0rphan ehildl'-en, 11wh0lly 

dependent upon the charities of the world f~r 
61 

su.baistenoe. 0 

When the news of Harby's death reached Charleston, 

Miss Pen1na Moise, the blind poetess, wrote a toueh1ng 

poem "on Isaae Harby's Death." 

••• Light er my youth, shall net my t1m1d muse 
In tributary verse her woe effuse? ••• 
Wert not thau he from whom my spirit caught 
Its proudest aspiration to high thought? 
Whose genial beam chased intellectual g1oe!>m, 
Whose mental radiance cherished fancy'• b1Qom, ••• 
Whose bueyant brilliancy OQUld e'er dispense 
V1vao1t;y and vigor to the sense, 
W1tk flexible and ingenious art could spread 
R1oh ola.es1e gems o'er the colloqulal thread, 
W1th frolic humer laugh 1& SW1ny glade11, 62 
or walk with science 1n mer deepest shades ••• 

Isa.ao Harby, as we can now imagine, was no ordinary 

hack writer. He was a. man of' gen1u.s, o:r imae;1nat1cm, ot 

courage, and of ideas. He absorbed as much.of the 

Charleston literary and culturai atmosphere as he eould. 

However, it was not a one way tra~k, for Harby responded 

by airing h1s wit, brilliance, and though.ts to a hi13h.ly 

literate people. It 1s this literature ot Harby's t0 

which we now turn and examine. Within Harby •s prose, we 
. 

will begin to find some of his views on life, 'people, 

and politics. 
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CHAPTER THREE --· 
HA.RBY'S PLAYS 

Aaer1oan drama 1n the :t'1rst half mt the 
n1m:•teenth 0entury has little o:r aesthetie 
worth to offer to the moder-n reader, scholar 
or oritic. Our professional theatre waa 
young and 1mma tu.re; 1 t.s roving tr~upes and 
local stock companies clung to the cultural 
oentere• ... New York, Philadelphia., Balt1mere, 
R1emnond, Charleston tor precarious reasons; 
the staple repertoires cona1eted et Ene.;li1h 
importations and a.daptions of Frenoh and 
German meled.ramas •• The tradi t1on of ;f'Gre1e;m 
plays was so strongly established with both 
managers and the publie that American writers 
either ignored the stage alt©gether ll>r, as 
sometimes happened, a1.iu1u.med pseudonyms and!. . 
passed themselves ott as British playwrishta.63 

These were some ot the problems which were persGnally 

experienced by Iaaac Harby, a dramatist who wa11 no better or 
64 

w0rse than any or his contempories. In fact, Ludwig 

Lewisolm, in hie i~pres§!en .. .!!!,"America, d1d n.ot deal in any 

~eat detail wlta early Amer1ean playwrights or dramatlijts 

ot Harby' s era. He wr0tt.u "I repudiate on<Ht1 mara the 

antiquarian argument that we must oonoern ourselves wita 

bad plays and poems and s.tories, work meaningles.s in itself' 

and witheut fruitfulness for the future, because the age 

in wh1eh those plays and poems were written, produced 
65 

WC1>rks even woreeo 18 Therefore, it was not supr1iil1ng that 

Isaae Harby, a young talented American author, should have 

encountered g.reat d1:ff1oulty in c,bta1n1ne; a hearing fo.r his 

plays. H~rby ., in :fact, was to experience many·~~heartaohes 

and rebutrs as an early .American playwright. His first 

play, fo.r example, was a. fai.lw:-e. He was more auocesstul 

w1 th his s eeond play• wh1eh was produced :1.n 1810. Nine 



·years later, President Mowoe attended the performance of' 

his Alberti, which was moderately successful. Harby 1 s 

struggling efforts to become a promising playwright can be 

seen 1n his first play. It is this play to which we now turn. 

ALEXANDER SEVERUS 

Alexander Severus was Isaac Harby's first play. He 

wrote lt at the early age of' eighteen, after having made 

successful efforts at criticism. 
66 

Messrs. Fagin and Le O. 
67 

Moise, on the one hand, oall thi.s play a comedy, while 
68 69 

A. Moise and Harby, on the other hand, call it a 

tragedy. Which @pinion is the correct one, cannot be 
70 

determined, because no copy of' the manuscript is available. 

Yet, if Harby called his play a tragedy, one would assume 

that the author certainly knew what type of dramatic piece 

he wroteo 

Harby told us that the hours given to this play's 

composition were "the intervals between the drudgery of an 

attorney's office, and the time allotted to rest and repast." 

Childishly he remarked that he was buoyed up, not by 

.expectations of' success, but 'by the belief that his play 

would be presented on the Charleston st,age. As as after

thought, Harby saw no reason why 1.t should not run as good 

a ehanoe of success as did several plays recently presentedo 

But, so frail are men's hopes. Alexander Placide, 
the manager, to whom I was necessitated ·~o submit, 
what he could not understand, very kindly informed 
me that 'de englese vas not veri coot, dat de 
play ad not de incidents, des avantures, de 
something to catch de people, dat Mona. Harby 

I 
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Tish to write like Shakespeare, a.nd dat va.s 
wrong, because Shakespeare v~s old, but .b!, 
vaa young, and he make de peQple l!ia.ue;h, just 
after he make dem cry.' Finally, he gave the 
trae;e.dy general praise as a vire;in performance, 
and told me if I would write another with more 
adventu.res and better Engl1sh(tti) he would 
have it perf~rm•d,71 

M. Placide s):l.ould have remembered that the play upon 

which he pron~uneed his oruel veto was the work of an 

eighteen-year .. old b@y. Alexander,Sevorua doubtless la.eked 

the expert stageoraft needed to bring it any measure of 

suooeas. Still, it must have possessed some remarkably 

strong and eloquent passages, which merited high 

commendation, rather than unqualified censure, or lukewarm 

praise. As in his other plays, Harby used the blank verse 

or iambic pentameter, echoing that of Shakempeare. Here are 

a0me• of the lines spouting forth from the mouth or an 

eighteen-year-old bQy as he described Sicily, Aetna, and 

Rome: 

Sometimes I'd wander through 
The trackless woods to hunt the tamish'd wolf, 
Or cheat the dweller of the limpid stream 
With luscious bait, to woo his own destruot14lm. 
Sometimes I've seen the blushing grape invite 
The eager lip, or the luxurious corn, 
Tipt with the golden tinge of' autumn's sun, 
Bend like a suppliant to the reaper's band, 
And the next hour 0bserved the furious Aetna, 
From hie blaok Jaws spout e;uil.t&..raets of fire, 
And in a smoking deluge o:f' hot sulphur, 
Drown all these riches or 1ndu1trious nature. 
B~t even these scenes have lost their pleasur-e to me, 
And t1r'd of farms, of solitude, and book•, 
The winds have blown me into bustlin5 Rome, 
Where in this mart of varieus motley contrasts, 
I may observe the oaaraoters of men, 
Amuse my fancy with their rare oomm1xtu.re, 
And feast upon variety foraver~72 

He did not, however, permit himself to become 
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discouraged by Mr o :Pla.c1.de' 1 remal';'tks. In 1807 he completed 
73 

a second play, The gs>~dian_ ~ !£. Causes __ a.md Effects• 

THE GORDIAN KNOT OR CAUSES AND EFFEO~S - ----~-~ ............ -·--·· . ._,__,.. )[ 

This play in f'1ve acts is a romantic melodrama 'based 

upon Mr. William Henry Ireland's novel, Ia!, Abbeas. Harby 

writes in the preface to his play: 

TA• origin of this essay ••• in the Drama 
is the Secret0 Mali5no of some unknown 
Italian novelist. The ground work of whioh 
furnished the imagination of Mr. Ireland 
(though he does not own it) with the materials 
f'o:r his "Abbess," and by the aid and 
cireumstancee of-midnight assasinations, 
dreary vaults, mysterious wa.rninfs, horrors, 
and the inquisition, he has deok d out his 
terrible story in the true spirit of 
Germanic romance. The principle scenes in the 
two first aots of this play, are taken from 
that novel, but no rarther,--for, in pursu.ini 
NA'l'lfmE, I found my road to be widely different 
from the path fQllowed by Mr. Ireland ••• As for 
what I myself have thought and wr1tten, let the 
play speak for iteelf'-~had I believed it 
needed any other apology than youth, I should 
have never Q~eferred it before the eyes of 
the publie ;r4 

Thi& play achieved a longer and more glorious history 

than its predecessor. Upon its completion 1n 1807, it w~e 

submitted to M. Placide, of Charleeten, and Mr. William 

Warren, of Philadelphia. Both managers at .first accepted 

and then later rejected the manuscri.pt. ·aa.rby describes 

his trials and tribulations in this humorous way: 

When I presented 1 t to the manager of ·our 
Charles ton Theatr•e, after I had wa.1 ted, a month, 
I called upon him and was informed he lrad 
forgot to read it, but would make 1t hie 
business to do so the ensu.ing week. At the 
end or which, he met me in the street, said 
he had read the play, but would defer giving 
me hie opinion of it till to-meirrow. Having 
a shrewd oonceJtien, that to-morrow ••• , as 

i' ,1-



Shakespeare says, would creep in this petty 
pace from day to day, I requested that the 
prince of comedians, the excellent HATT_ON ••• 
to use his interest for me; and, as he 
expressed a high opinion of my drama, its 
stage effect, and the certainty of its 
Q~ingj,.116, ~ ~· h,OU.,!!~~the Manager, (after 
some owious demurres) designed to accept it •• , 

He f.Mr. Plaoidy mentioned first its beauties; 
the ·plot on e,ooount of· its bustle, pleased him 
very muoh, the oharaoters more; the speeches wer•e 
passionate, and he was glad to find I had left 
none of my persons in the lurch, but had bestowed 
them, in. some shape or other, etc. eto, He then 
enumerated the faults and commented on them in a 
very singular manner; he observed in reading the 
manuscript, much false grammar •• ,Mr. l?lacide, who 
is always sociably disposed wa.s kind enough to 
consult me with regard to auoh speeches as were 
to be cut out, and such dialogues as were to be 
shortened." .Thus smooth the current was runn,.ne; ...... 
the characters were cast, etc. When all of a 
sudden the benefits began, and so did the suml'fl.t!r- ... 
which made the actors scamper as f"as t as they 
could to more northern climes. 

When things had arrived to this crisis, I sent 
for my manuscript, and feeling no 1ncl1na tion t:o 
offer 1t again to the Manager, I had the very 
gracious alternative of making a bonfire, or of 
making a publication (I I decided for the latter ...... 
how wisely, time will show. But in the very heat 
and progress of typography-.... a,n actress ••• req1,\es ted 
of the manuscript to be performed for her benefit. 
After some demurs., I consented. Well the parts were 
wr:ttten., cast, and studied; and the unlucky wight 
of' an authov was called upon to exhibit what the 
players term 11a reading, 11 before their august 
highnesses., .All were seated ...... and Mr-. SULLY having 
well shook and amalgamated his ignorance and his 
impudsnoe together, began to read the part of 
"Hubert, 11 for which he was unfortunately and 
unnecessarily oast. Such reading! But it passes 
deaoription. Then 11.1:r. GREEN began his 111\IIar•cello, 11 

· 

interlin:\.ng sneer•s and jeers, to the infinite 
amusement of his audience, Then Mr. SULLY read, 
ever and anon utter:l.ng such sheer wit, ae the 
taste of the gallery has rendered him celebrated 
for. Then Mr, GREEN replies, Then J.VJr. '~SULLY 
re,joinders. Till, at last, the "acting manager" 
cried out, t•vamn it SULLY, you'll keep us her:e till 
twelve o t cloak; let ]1.1):o. HARBY read his own play. u 
Accordingly, t,he patient HARBY ••• began to read. But 
11.1.r'. SULLY preferred reading himself; and when the 
author• good ... na.turedly 1nf·ormea."'"fi.1m; that e. word. 

I 
i' 



containing ~syllable@, logically contained more 
than .9.B!_, the 11etcting manager" started upon his feet, 
and with the utmost pomp and magnificence of manner, 
said, 11Sir, .I am manager here; a.nd it you are 
determined to teach an actor in m.Y. presence, I am 
determined not to submit~" Upon uttering which he 
weni ill• The confusion and disme,y this excited might 
suit HOGARTH to describe, or some future comedy, ••• 
but here I shall not attemp·~ it. For, although I 
kept pursing up my lips with ~111 the nerve I was 
maa ter o:f', I could hardly refrain from bursting into 
a fit of laughter. However, I must compliment my 
philosophy; for taking up my hat and manuscript, very 
calmly, I bid the gentlemen and ladies 11'buenos noohes," 
and came home. to my supper."{5 

Professor Anthur Hobson Quinn believed that 11
~ Q2.t._~ 

76 
1£..ra-.21 deserved a better fate. 11 In reading this play, one 

oannot help reeling that its author was a promising young 

playwright. Harby's poetic sensitivity and dramatic ability 

show a mature young man with cons1de.ra.ble talent. lie aped 

Shakespeare's style in the writing of this playo 1though 

~hf!~!~~ cannot be placed in the same category or 

class as Sha'kespea,re I s works, it was, nevertheless, a well ... 

constructed and eloquently expressed vehicle for a stage 

which was given to abs~d heroics and ear-splitting 

bombasts• 

The play was a romant:l.c melodrama, full of' revenge and 

of' Gothic scenery. Yet, in the hands of Harby, this play, 

wi'th emphasis upon its characters, became humanized and 

almost believable. Professor Quinn pointed out ~hat its 

two pairs of lovers "are a refresh:1.ng depa.x-turae, ~from the 

usual lovers of' romantic plays of the period in being almost 
77 

real. 11 Fagin sa,id: 11 The feat of' o:i;-,eat1.ng even 'almost• 

.r-eal characters in a plot and a t:r.ad1t:ton which reek with 
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melodrama is a surprising achievement. Harby was able to 

aooomplish it because he had the wisdom and the artistic 

impulse to use the Italian story••or Ireland's adaption of 

it-... enly aa a starting point and to depart from it, after 

the sec@nd aot, in search of truth rather than mere 

mystification and the thrill of ho~ror ••• His high 

ambitions, at eighteen, may not have resulted in the 

creation of another Macbeth or Othello~ but his Xhe 

Gor,.QJliJ! &l9,1 is certainly many outs above the mediocre 

product 0t a dramatic period which wallowed in blo0dy 
78 

claptrap and unspeakable :f'uotian.u 
" 

Althou.1h. one oan aSjree with Fagin's theory of HarlDy 

using the Italian story as a sprinsooard, through which he 

could make his characters seem 11real, 11 Fagin has completely 

neglected the influence of drama 1~ the United States upon 

Ha.rby. At the end of the eighteenth century the Amer1oa.:n 

theater was pretty well established, but an original 

Amer1oa.n drama was still far in the future. Repertories 

were ma.inly foreign; it would have been folly tG1 expect a 

mati ve drama to eompete w1 th royal ty-:rree plays .suoh as 

.Macbeth or R1ehard ill• In the beginning, however, many 

Americans experimented with the dramatic form, all the tim• 

trying to make thei:r characters seem less wooden and more 

lifelike. After the Revolutionary War, the El~zabethan 

drama.tie influence began to disappear. In 1te place, 

patriotio, nat1enal1stio, and local. color plays began to be 

written. On the one hand, none of these plays were of any 

I, 
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dramatic worth, but, on the other, they did point out the 

strivings of the American dramatist, to create human 

situations and oharaeterso However, it must be noted, 

the process of Americanization was a gradual one, and the 

influence or the English playwrights, as well as the 

Oontine~tal ones, still held a str0ns grip on the American 

dramatist. 

Harby, thus, was influenced by both the English 

writers and also by the birth pains of American drama. He 

no doubt understood and participated in the strug$1e of 

the American playwright, who constantly was trying to make 

his ehara.oters more human, or in the words of Fagin•-"real 

eharactera. 18 Harby, however, was not that n~tionalistio 

or steeped in local color to write a play about his native 

eountry, or situations found therein. Rather, he chose to 

turn to Italy and to write plays about the looal habitat 

and dilemmas. Yet, 1n the meantime, the grow1n1 American 

drama was striving to give ol'l.araeters and plays more of a 

human, believable quality. This influence oan now be see~ 

in Harby's two pairs ot lovers, who present an "a.lmest 

real" picture of reality. 

N. Bryllion Fagin gave a summary of the plot, which 

was so eoonomioal, yet so exacting, that it seems best tC9 

summarize it. Abbess Vittoria, head of her convent, 

suddenly comes upon Oount Marcello, a Florentine nobleman. 

Upon gazing at him, she believes Marcello to be her long

lost son. In order to determine this, she sends the monk 



Ubaldo to summon Marcello to meet her at midnight in the 

secrecy of the cloisters" On his way to see Vittoria, 

Marcello meets and speaks with Madalena, a nov1t1s,te 1n the 

oonven t. Ubaldo rep or ts the conversation to her father•, 

Duke Betrooo1. 1rhe latter immediately summons Mada.lena 

homeci 

Meanwhile, the Duke's niece has fallen in love with 

a knight named Alphonso. The knight is upset, belie~ing 

that hi.s father does not love him11 In reality, his father 

is the Duke, whom Alphonso is being trai.ned to murder 11 

The ending is happy 1 however, for• Alphonso fumbles the job o 

Father and son are united; Alphonso marr·ies Clara; Marcello 

gets his Madalena; and, vir·tue, innocence, and gallantry 
79 

triumph over• evil. 

In oritiolsing his own play, Harby concluded by 

remarking: 11 Drama tis ts too often think their task completed, 

if they have justly described the ioca,J,, !l@...nnel",!E. of mano I 

have prefe.rr,ed to picture him in his genera,l nature o On 

that basis has r•ested the immortality of Shakespeare; and I 
80 

am proud to own, I write for fame o 
11 

Harby indeed was a promising young playwright to be 

reckoned with. Out of rather shoddy materials he was able 

to c'.r'eate a play which contained. tension, "human oharaoters," 

moving scenes, skillful wit and humor, and word .... play1; 

However, these decorative f'eatur'es have little ~or no value, 

unless they aid in bringing forth the message of the author. 

In this particular play, Harby comments on love and hate, on 



revenge, on the shedding of blood, on religion and marriage& 

Here are Harby's comments on marriage as shown by the 

dialogue between Marcello, who is in love with Madalena, 

and Hubert: 

Marcello: Aye, but if for.tune smile upon my hopes, 
My hand in m~rriage~~ ••• 

Hubert: Marr1aget 

Marcello: Certainly. 

Hube:r-t: You jestt 

Marcello: As serious as Plato in his lectures. 

Hubert: Why then, adieu, Whatt will you 
siacrifice the freedom.of' frequenting 
where you please, '.rhe right of toying 
with each pretty girl, The liberty of 
looking with your eyes, Of taking 
looo ... motion w1 th yout• feet, W1 thout a 
shrill tongue ringing in your ear. 
Domestic discord? Will you giv~ up 
these for a babe's brawling, and 1ta 
mother's rrete? When you are married, 
or rather, when you are marr'd.81 

Harby had a keen insight into the emotions of man as 

can be seen when he speaks through Ferdinand on the subject 

of anger and revenge: 

Ferdinand: They say that time blows feverish 
ange.r oool, 
And that revenge will slumber till 
new wrongo 
So think the mil11on- ... judging by 
themselves. r.rhe Grecian bard knew 
human nature better, 
And says that insult, to a noble soul, 
Will never be forgiven. I shall prov9 
A striking comment to that text of truth. 
But this Alphonso~~I htave l~bor'd hard 
To pluck this stub born ki.ndn-ess from 
his heart ... ~ 
Yet he is modest, gentle, delicate, brave; 
Enraged, a wounded lion at h:ts prey~ ... In 
peace, as gentle as the spring-time doveo 



Hal Yes, in the tenderest point will I 
assa.11 him. Vengeance most perrecti He 
shall dtal the blow. But soft! he 
comes ...... ts2 

Ha.rby'a genius is quite evident when he tries to answer 

one of the meet eommonly asked questions, 11What is love?" 

Madalena: Pray what is love? 

Love! 'tis a'non ... descript, a head~aoh, 
Heart ... aoh; 
A painful pleasure and a plceasina; pain; 
A something, nothing, that torments, 
delights us; 
Shot, like a basilisk, on the spell bound 
eye, It heats the blood, and mt!tlts the 
hearts away, In sighing out-•he1gho~83 

Within the following oonversatiem between .Madalena and 

the Abbess, Harby has expressed his own personal view or 

.religion: 

Madalena: I pray you, m~dam, pardon my default 
That I have spoken on this sacred morn, 
With one who wears no veil. 

Vittoria: Nay, Madalena, It every breach 0f our 
rigid rules Deserv'd reproach, .I shQUld 
myself be guilty, Religion is not harsh; 
her ways are mild. Her hand ne'er shuts 
us aut from sGoial joys Wha.tever bigots 
say.84 

Harby's attitude toward convent life 1n 1810 reflected 

the a.nt1-0athol1o feeling held by Protestant Charleston,, as 
85 

well as the America of the early 1800 8s. 

Madalena: Heigho t neither mo.rn, n,oon, nor evening 
have o:19.arD,ls for me. Hid. here, in a convent, 
like money in an iron chenJJt, I neither 
m1n$le with the world, nor am enjoyed of it. 
Our catholic Fathers think their daughters 
mere merohand1ze, and set them oyt 'till 
some pUl"ohaser calls tor them ••• Bo 

Although !ill!. Gordian Jeno~ .2.!:, Q!~s~s !!:ru! Effec~ was 

finally presented in Oharleston by a professional cast, Harby 

i 
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probably realized that he must wait maturer years before 
87 

writing more dramao And so, in 1819, the promise 

indicated in The Gordian Knot was realized when Alberti was 
-· - 88 

produced at the Charleston Theatre. 

ALBERTI 

Harby's preface gave the sou.roe of' his :f'ive-aot play: 

The original object in the composition of 
the following Play, was the •11indioa tion of' 
the character and conduct of LORENZO 
D1MEDIOI, from the calumnies of' ALFIERI, 
in his tra~edy, called "The oonsp1:racy of 
the Pazzi.n89 _ 

Yet again, as in the preface to~ Gordian Knot, he stated 

why and to what extent he departed from his source: 

I was soon, however, obliged to abandon the 
above named; for truth is at least one of the 
essent:l.als in a Historical Drama, and I could 
not, without perverting facts, have formed 
incident and aharacter, o:r that unity of 
design and execution so necessary for effect 
upon the stage. Still in the chronology of 
11 ALBIOO!J.1I, 11 and some of its allus:1.ons as well 
as names, the traces may yet, be seen of my 
first design. But I was obliged to invent 
a story o. o 

Instead of adding another revenge play to a stage already 

cluttered with stories of gory deeds, Harby preferred to 

create a drama which elicited "moral feeling from the 

struggle of natural passl.on, and the picture of greatness 

of soul. 11 He modestly ad.mite that he may not have 

succeeded, but then, "who has not found it much easi.er to 
90 ,· 

conceive than to execute what is excellent?" ~ . , .. ., ..__....,,. .,..,.. __ ..,, __,...._.,...._ 

There were various objeoti.ons raised against his play, 

which Harby read.ily answerB in his prefacc1. The f i.rs t one 
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he cheerf'ully conceded: Alberti 11 has neither thunder, 
-

lightning, assassination, band1tt1, battles, scenery, nor 

song to recommend j_ to Probably my aim was higher, or my 

taste not exactly conformable to the admirers of Melo-
91 

Dramatic extr•avaganza. 11 The second objection which he 

named was the belief of certain critics that his heroine, 

Antonia, should have committed suicide when she learned 

that she could never marry the man she loves, 'ro this 

objection, Harby replied: 

I am aware that fil:1.J.~oid~, (dramatically speaking) 
is quite the fashion; and that a species of 
atheistioo poetical refinement has lately 
usurped the plaoe of ma,ny of our vulgar 
notions. But ........ if I am allowed to know 
anything corice.r•ning beings of' my own creation ....... 
I can assure the reader, (who is of course a 
critic) that Antonia. happened to be brought 
up religiously and morally; and, h.owever 
unhappy she might have been, she reflected 
too oorreotl;y.to have ever contemplated 
such an aot.92 

'rhe third and final objection-.... that his play is an 

American produotion•-Harby accepts as a very great 

compliment: 

'I'o this charge, (as I do not know how to get 
over it) I must plead guilty. I have even 
the hardihood openly to acknowledge, na.y, be 
proud of the accident of birth, which has 
placed me under the prot~otion of laws 
that I revere, and in the bosom of a 
aountry that I love.93 

L. c. Moise, with one minor exception, gave a. f'ine 

summary of the plot. Because of ite brevity, ;tis worth 

summarizing. Brotherly hatred between Alberti and Ridolpho 

causes Alberti to insist that his eon Ippolito stop seeing 

R1dolpho 1 s daughter. Finally, he explains the reason why 

111 , 

1! 

Ii 

1:1 

I 

I 



he gave such an odd order to his son. While Alberti was 

off at, war, Ridolpho I a wife died and the latter took 

Albert,1 • s wife,. When Alberti l"'eturned from war, a fight 

ensued a.nd he wa.a left as dead. He recovered from his 

wounds, however, and stole his son back .. Thus, the love.r-a 

were half-brother and sister. When identities are made and 
94 

proved, forgiveness and reconciliation occuro 

Fa.gin, however, pointed out one oorreotion, which it 

was necessary to make in ·this summary. He noted, that when 

the play begins Alberti is not 11bitterly hated" by his 

brother Ridolpho o •
10n the contrary, Rid.olpho suffers from 

the pangs of conscience and would gladly accept forg1venesso 

This err-or on the part of Mr. Moise was carr:ted over probably 

from hie source, an unpublished thesis by Robert Duncan Bass 
95 

of the University of South Carolina." I tend to agree with 

l.t"1ag1n I s observation because of this speech which Ridolpho 

gives: 

I must meet him s tra:l.ght ...... 
Albert1,-... thou posses'st an influence o'er me, 
That startles my belief in nature's laws. 
To all men else, open at!ld bold and oordial--
To me alone mysterious; like some magician 
To whom my inmost thoughts were known, thou 
stand'st, And pouring forth the secrets of my soul 
In mine own ears, 'till I shrink back appall'd 
At hor,r,id recollectione--How I dread, 
Yet long to meet himt96 

Alberti, even more than ~ §:._o,r..9:.iap. ~' ma:kes 1 t clear 

that Harby refused to write plays merely to provide vehicles 

for actors, for theatrical entertainment for the public, or 

for lining his pockets with money, On the contrary, he 

respected the stage as one area through which man could 
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transmit moral and philosophical ideas. As Fagin said: 

Being a good playwright, he avoided burdening 
his play with didaoticism, but his char&oters 
were conceived as human beings torn by the 
tensions of good and evil, capable of growth 
and development, and of-arriving at moral 
responsibility. General Alberti is dominated 
by a passion for revenge, but after a lifetime 
of seeing war and bloodshed, conspiracy and 
rebellion and betrayal, he rises to the 
nobility of returning good for the evil done 
to him, He resolves the disorder of his world ....... 
which is but a reflection of the disorder in his 
mind--and achieves harmony and tranquillity.97 

Harby contrived to end his play on a high optimistic 

note• He made Genera.l Alberti I s final speech a logical 

poetic overflow of a strong and. courageous man, who 

celebrated his greatest victory•-that over himself, It is 

as if Harby is saying to the entire human raoe-- 11man's 

greatest enemy is himself, but the moment that he overcomes 

his bad habits or immoral thoughts, the wor•ld is but his 

for the asking • 11 As Alberti said: 

Bless thee, my children. 
My brother ... -friends .... -my country too at peace ...... 
And Florence independent stilll Why then 
Let monarchs wage their wars--truoes be made, 
And arms break down the policies of peace;•
Let empires rise and set; as do those stars 
That glitter in the milky way awhile, 
And then are lost in dark oblivion!w~ 
The present day is ours .... -the storm is past, 
.In safety we have buf:f'etted the billows, 
And trust we've reaoh'd the harbour of good 
welcome, 
Where we may moor seourelyo98 

Ha.:rby's eloquent and animated description of General 

Alberti ca.nnot be withheld from this thesis: 

The smile of patienoe on his lips, when toil 
And parohing heat upon the plains of Italy 
Have melted. down the hardiest of his troops• 
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Then he was dazzling, great, his mind and body 
Form'd for stern war, and hazardous achievements 
And yet, when peace and midnight came upon us, 
I've seen him sit and meditate; the while 
Flashes of anger~waye, and traits of mercy 
Came mantling o'er his facew•that noble face, 
Like some pure stream reflecting every object;99 

When Ippolito found out that Antonia was his sister, 

he bitterly said: 

The instant gone, 
I trod a path where the mild morning light 
And odorous zephyra breath 1d around;--the earth 
Strew'd with sweet flowers, and each bush and grove, 
A choir of melody; and now my steps are cross 1 d 
By serpents coil'd-• 
Mine eyes are blasted with a sulphurous flash 
That comes from hell. What! To have lov'd my sister, 
Affianc'd to have married her!lOO 

And then, in a few momenta, he spoke with Alberti about 

the irony of honor: 

Ippolito: O cruel fortunet 
Not for love that I did bear Antoniaw@ 
For sure there is no guilt in ignorance ..... 
But that the oloae affinity of bleod 
Makes her a being whom I dare not loveo 
Strange and unprecedented destiny! 
Religion, custom, law, the world's deoree~
Honour itself conspires to make me wretched. 

Alberti: To make thee happy rather; to be honourable 
Is to be happy; for honour is our own. 
The world cannot take that away, IppolitG. 
'Tis the proud self~love of superior 
natures, The fire Pl'-omethean 'breathed by 
virtue's self, In bosoms cultured. My 
Ippolito, Honour is virtue's champion.101 

What can be more eloquent than Alberti's reproach to 

tyranny: 

By heaven, methinks, 
-Dear as I love the soil on which I live, 
If tyranny were planted here, I'd cross 
The yet unblemished wave of the Atlantic, 
Find some green virgin spot, some wild 
retreat, And there court Independeno$.l02 
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The,r,e can be no doubt that this play was ....... for its day ...... 

beautifully and elegantly composedo As Mr. L. a. Moise so 
' 

expertly observed: 11 The blank verse is flexible and there 
103 

is symmetry and. unity in 1 ts cons truotion." Harby 

proudly said that Alberti 11 has neither thunder, lightning, 

assassination, banditt1, battles, scenery, nor song to 
104 

l"eeommend it. 11 In effect, he was saying that Albert1 1s 

greatness rested in the realm of both the play's dialegues 

and the element of' human passion. Harby refused to use any 

type of dramatic t1gimm1ck 11 in order to achieve popularity. 

Rather, he intended Alberti to be accepted on its verbal 

merits, and not upon anything else. In this respect he 

succeeded, for Mr. Lewisohn called Alberti a "very st1:f'::f 
105 

and colorless tragedy., 11 Evidently, 1-'lr. Lew1sohn was 

displeased with Albarti's turgid style of sustained dignity, 

long speeches and soliloquies, and lack of humo1•. However, 

he added that Alberti was typical of the plays o:f that time, 

and as such was "nearly valueless, but as presenting a phase 

in the development of South Carolinian and, therefore, of 

American literature," it fully deserved "the notice that has 
106 

here for the first time been given o 
II Thus, it was to 

Harby 1 s credit that he did not believe in being an. 

opportunist, and uplaying up" to audiences. Rather, he 

preferred to bring the audience up to his level.· 1.rhis 

idealism of Harby was a fine thing, but sadly enough, the 

public did not feel the same way the author did. In short, 

Alberti was Harby's last attempt at drama. His play has 
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provided a somewhat interesting link in the chain of the 

development of American drama~ 

Mbe,rn was produced in 1819 at Charleston by a.m 

English a.otor named Olea.:ry and his p:rofessional ea.st. The 

Southern ,J!~l:.!:,+ot __ f,3_ays: "This play went off' with the highest 

'ecla.t' and fulfilled the expectaticms entertained f.r-om the 

talents of the author, who received the most flattering 
107 

proofs or the approbation and pleasure o:f the audience." 

Before the play was performed, announcements of 1ta 

performance were published in the daily papers. For some 

odd reason Ha.r1oy•s name was not .mentioned as the author ot 
108 

Albert;"'.'. ... rather, "written by a gentleman of this c1tyo 11 

In fact, the author was known to ·~he public 

as a person of literary taste and talent 
whi~h have been advantageously directed 
into the channel of drama. He has shown 
considerable ori11na.11ty of incident, 
skill and ingenuity in its combination 
and evolvment of plot without complexity 
or confusiqm. The author will nave the 
whole power of the present company at 
his command, esteemed ••• to be the 
richest in the United States.109 

One of the proudest days 1n Harby's brief life took 

place cm April 30, 1819. President Monroe, who was then 

on tour through the United States, showed up at the second 

performance 0f this play. As A. Moise wrote: 

The house was on that occasion filled with 
many of our most d1st1ngu1$hed citizens, 
and a large number of respectable st.r-e.ngers. 
The performance went off with considerable 
ep1r1t, and the production itself received, 
as far as we could judge frem loud and 
frequent peals of applause, the unqualifiea 
approbation of all preeent.llO 



The Southern Patriot said: .....,......,__~~ ,.. - -~ 
The theatre la.st evening was again attended by 
the President o;f' the United States. Not 
withstanding the warmth of the weather, and the 
dread of pr•essure ••• upwards of a thousand per'sons 
attended to w1 tness t,he second pe;r,formanoe of 
Alber-ti .111 

The Sout;hern ~triot could not cease boasting about 

Harby. It st:r-ongly urged that "the claims of dramatic 

geni.us should be felt with ten ... fold force by a free 

people"; that under "such a government as ours, the 

influence of the drama must be good--next to the Press 
112 

in importance." 

Arthur Hobson Quinn and his early nineteenth century 

predecesso.r William .Dunle,p are probably the two most, 

import,an t c.ri tics of the literature of this period. Quinn 

wrote that Harby was "one of the wri.ters of the time whose 
113 

work has the touch of inspiration, 11 while Dunlap had 

written about Harby .that 11 the author of th:ts tragedy died 
. J.14 

in New York much regretted o 
II Harby never became 

wealthy by virtue of his playso On the contrary, he-""' 
lJ.5 

as did many of the authors of his da.y ....... died in poverty, 

Just why he stopped writing plays cannot be known., 

However, we can postulate that Harby had to eat and so did 

his family, and he did not receive enough royalties for 

support of a household o Then agai.n, Harby was an idealist• 

He, in fact, refused to prostitute himself to t?e 

sensualized taste of his generation, preferring rather to 

write for artistic purposes. It is somewhat ironical that 

a man of Harby 1s caliber and potential may ha.ve had to cease 
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being a playwright, simply because he was too advanced for 

hie generat10no The realm of American literature has 

always had men like Harbyo However, where Harby tailed, 

others earried on. Harby became too quickly discouraged 

and stopped wr1tini plays after his third one. Authors 

like 81nola.1r Lewis, Ernest Hemingway, or Ludwig Lewisohn 

faced the sutme type c;,f situation, but t~ey continued te 

write, aetualiz1ng their potential promise. Harby could 

probably have been one of the greatest nineteenth century 

American playwrights, had not his idealism and the need 

to support a :family cancelled out his p<r>tential sraatnesso 

I . 
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0 HAFTER l.QYii 

HARBY'S LITERARY AND DRAMA'rIO CRITICISM 

In his "Essay on. Cr1 tioism," wrl tten in 1810, Harby 

stated that the law of cr1tio1sm 

is to avoid, as muoh as possible, all hum.an 
passions, and their dominion in any degree; 
and to apply the powers of intellect, and the 
sentiments of .J.y§.!f.±~ to the analysis and 
sensation of outward objeotso Criticism, then, 
1s the right perception of things; and li'ke 
every other faculty, can arrive at perfection 
only by practice. and the chastest attention 
to truth and delioacy.116 

Harby was very grateful to Aristotle for formulating the best 

canons, but he readily understood that these canons were 

based on the practice of the ancient Greek dramatists, and 

were not a prescription for later writers. Harby showed 

that Aristotle took Homer as his model, and from there we 

are led through the history of the improvement of criticism. 

Harby took his reader through from the time of Homer to the 

fall of' Constantinople when "literature was suffered to 

shake the poppies from her brow," on to 11 the age of Louis 

the 14th, and Francie the let, whose faults have long been 

forgiven them for their emoouragement of literature," into 

consideration of Voltaire, Bossuet, Boileau, and other 
117 

modern ori tios • 

The benefi ta of or•1t1c1em appealed to Harby _so muoh, 

that he readily admitted that Shakespeare had gl'."-eat genius• 

Yet, "it must be conceded cm all aides, that had 

Shakespeare, great as he is, applied the powers o:f his fine 

understanding to the rules of composition, or rathel:" to the 
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laws and effects of nature and the passions~ with more 

attention; in. fine, had he been more of' a gr:.!_tJ..£ and less of 

an ~c.~ot,, his works would have been free from· many of their 
. 118 

imperfect;1.ons." And then, in ascribing the cause for the 

mediocrity of the wr•iters from the time of Lucan to that of 

Milton and Racine, he observed: 11 rrhe standards of excellency 

were before them in th<» poems and tragedies of the ancients; 

but the books to d1r·ect them to those standards, and to point 

out, the qualifications of every department of literatu.t'e, 
119 

were either wanting or rejeoted. 11 

Harby concluded hi.s "Essay on Cr1.t1c1sm 11 by saying that 

the critic must "scrupulously search into the nature of his 

own feelings" and weed out any suggestions of bias or 

pl:•ejudice. He also must,, on the other hand, thr·ough "the 

perception of the human mind, 11 be able to underst,and the 

sensations of the human body an_d the working of the heart in 
' 

order to a.r.r-ive at the trutho Homer and Shakespeare, for 

example, were great because of their ".Q.t:1w~.+c,a,l knowledge of 

nature and of ma.no" Likewise Columbus, for his genius lay 

in "the adoration of truth, and the most aoute .Q.riticl§\,m in 

astronomy and ma thematics • 11 Thie in turn ena'bled him 
. 

fearlessly ''to dil"ect and impel h:1.s gallant ship upon the 

yet green and unpolluted bosom of the ocean; and to confound 
120 

malignity and ignorance with the discovery of' a new world." 

Perhaps the best insight into this essay is that 

nowhere do we find Harby slavishly insisting that what was 

500d enough for the ancient Greek critics is good enough for 
I 

II I 
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the critics of his day. On the contrary, he used these 

great writers of the past as a springboard by which to show 

the present critics of his day some guideposts to use in 

being a crit1e. It must be noted that Harby did not ot:f'er 

anything new or original in his view on criticism. All 

that he has done is to modernize and make meaningful the 

techniques of the famous critics of earlier generations. 

Oscar Wegelin, an important liter~ry critic, wrote 1n 

1900 that ''Harby is said to have been the finest dramatic 
, 121 

critic o:f' his time in America." L. a. Moise, endorsing 

Wegelin's opinion, wrote that Harby 

was a precise critic. He was fond ot 
pure argumentation, but h.e was also a 
controversialist of no mean parts. 
His clear logic was backed by facts, 
the source of which he was ever ready 
to give and their weight was heavily 
bol:'ne upon the head of his opponent. 
There was no device of rhetoric to 
which he did not, resort. H1ll!lor, satire, 
ridicule. indignation were his faithful 
weapons, though candor and calm reasoning 
were never beyond reach of his pen.122 

William Gilmore Simms, an important South OarG11nian 

11 tterateur of the nineteenth century, said: 11 He wrote 
123 

essays and orations with spirit, graoe, and effecto" 
.. , 

In fact, the highest praise of Barby's efforts comes from 

the Deoember 27, 1828, edition of the New York M~t~or: 

The death of this accomplished $Cholar· 
and able writer has awakened great and 
merited regret in the circle of his ·p 

friends and admirers. Possessing vast 
acquirements in classical learning, 
endowed with a chaste and refined 
sensibility and gifted with a lively 
and active imagination, he was highly 



successful in his literary pursuitso 
As a orit1o he was considered 
unrivalled in this country. 

However, as great as Moise, Wegelin, and the New York 

~<2.t portray Harby to be, there 1s room for d1sagreemen to 

Harby, indeed, was a critic of 11better than average" ability, 

but definitely not "the finest critic of his time." Rarely, 

if ever, is Barby's name mentioned in the annals of literary 

achievement. If he had any exceptional ability, his name 

certainly would have been inoluded among the literary giants 

of' h:ts day. It, however t was not o Fagin summed up Harby' s 

true literary oharaoter~ 

He lacked the hardiness of a Poe to use 
the rapier or the sledgehammer--both of 
which are useful and necessary ins t,ruments 
in an age when the temple of the dramatic 
muse harbors a great many mountebanks. 
His mind was first rate, his taste excellent, 
and his knowledge of his craft oomprehensive, 
but his temperament was gentle. Thus after 
oritioiz1ng a play which deserved demolition, 
we find him apologizing. "I have stated my 
objection, 11 he wri t,es, 11pointing out what 
I conceived an excellence, and part1oulariz1ng 
what I esteemed a :f'ault(why and wherefore) 
with perhaps more candour than politeness.~ 
He hopes that the author will "prefer one 
just remark that may correct a~ error to 124 
the indiscriminate praise of a thoufi)and. 11 

There is 11 ttle doubt that Wegelin, Simms, the New York 

Mirror_, and Fagin have ·painted in rather glowing terms a 

fairly comprehensive picture of Harby, the critic. Yet, all 

of them have neglec tad one impor ~ant area deal:1.n~ with Harby, 
~ 

the oritic ... -his per•sonality. In short, we first must gain an 

insight into Barby's many-faceted personality, be:t'ore we can 

begin to realize the worth of his literary and dramatic 

i!1:1' 
1,1,!i 
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e:r1t1c1sm. 

As an author, especially a playwright, Harby had been 

subjected to severe criticism. He knew intimately the pains 

~f remorse and sorrow, brought on by the harsh words ot a 

critic. He was aware, there:t'orEt, that a. critic must be 

gentle, yet, at the ea.me time, completely honest and 

objective. It was this "code'' o:f honesty, <Objectivity, 

and gentility, that caused Harby t.0 write his essay im 
125 

11 terary or1 t1o1sm, 11The Qua:i:-terly Review and Melmoth. 11 

~ 

William Gifford, critic and editor o:r the ~arter.ly 
126 --

Review in 1809, ga.ve an unfair x-evlew or Charle• RQbert 

Ma.turin's play, Melmoth, in the Quarterly Review. Harby, 

being a playwright himself, empath1z&d with Maturin, and 

thus sought to publicize the untruth ~f Gifford's unjust 

article. He realized that Giff©rd did not believe in the 

Harby policy of being honest, objective, and gentle, and 

so Harby bluntly stated: 

Gifford, as far as hie head is concerned, 
would have made an excellent critic; but as 
far as his feel1ns 1s oonoerned, he appears 
to have been intended by nature for an 
executioner.,0127 · 

N~t being content, however, simply to rebuke Gifford, 

Harby ialso turned his wrath. upctm the non ... objeotive ~uarterli,: 

It 1s curious to traee the names and 
characters of those who are hated by 
the conductors 0f the ~uirt'erly Review,· 
a.nd of those who ape beloved. For thepe 
is no gentlemanly or dec©rous medium~-no 
literary candor towards those who differ 
from themti•no liberal allowance of this 
kind.128 

: :: 
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Afte.r Harby had ceased chastising G:1.f'ford and the 

~ar_!e.rl;y::Review for not following his own personal "code," 

he commenced defending the play, Melmoth. He noted that 

GiffGrd was not honest in hie criticism because he unjustly 

compared passages having no connection with each othe.r. 

When these passages were brought together, most definitely 

the results would show a poorly written play, thereby 

vindicating Gifford's cr1t1oism. In fact, Gifford 

attempted to point out the profanity used in }fj!l~oth, b~ 

listing every passage which he considered obscene language: 

--
11 •0 Oh._st,' ejaculated the housekeeper." ..... 

vol .. 1, p,. 21,. 

--''There stop, f0r holy J_e's sake,."--vol. 1, 
P• 154. 

--"'You lie, you b_h,' growled the dying man." 
- ... vel • 1, p • 2L • 

....... 11 'Ye lie, ye roundhead son of a b_h,' 129 
roared the oa,valier tailor.u--vol. 1, phll8. 

Harby, however, easily refuted Gifford by saying: 

Now, in reading the work, nobody would be 
struck with these bla.sphemie11if. They a.re 
vulgar and passionate expressions belonging 
to the situations and characters of persons 
in the romanceo The 1st, is the exclamation 
of a drunken Irish housekeeper--the 2nd a 
prayer, not a bla.sphemy--the 3rd, the 
exolamation of a dying and morose miser, ••• 
and the 4th, the imprecation of a. bedlamite~ 
Taken in alliance with those portions of the 
text, to which they legitmately belong, 
they ~re appropriate and characteristio·, or 
at least are "full of sound and rw:~y, 
s ign1fy1ng no t,hing • 0 130 

Although he gave a complete criticism of the~~ 

and W.£1:', Gifford, Harby failed to use his barbed tongue and 

caustic wit, Rather, he methodically, and with a great 



deal of dullness, plowed through all of the errors made 

against Maturin, correcting the injustices done to the 

latter. 1rh1a should appear to make the reading of this 

critique quite boring, but this is not the oaee. I:f' one 

underst,ands Ha.rby's ''code, n the points brought out are 

saliento 

Harby's 11 code 11 recurred as he criticized Sir Walter 
-

Scott's poem, .'.J:he ~ o:t:, ]1!1t,erJ.oo o In the following quote, 

Harby was gentle, yet, ext.1:•emely objective: 

The "Field of Wa ter•loo II is a very tame 
and jejune production, .quite below the 
usual pitch of its author, who, though 
not remarks.'ble for his invention, has 
always been conspicuous for his taste 
and judgmento 

As a battle~soane, it possesses neither 
order nor distinctness of arrangement in 
the beginning, nor that selection of gr•oups, 
that fixing of the attention upon some 
conspicuous individuals, in the conduct of 
11Marmionn so highly interesting,131 · 

Ha.rby's intellectual honesty was so acute, that he 

strongly objected to Scott, ''making Bounaparte~ and 
132 

ruin synonymot\So 11 He considered the author to be 

perverting the facts of battle, in his description and 

~ ... CQmparison of the French and English troops. Harby noted 

that: 

Lord Well:i.ngton himself has been 
infinitely more candid than the poet. 
In his letter to his mother he expressly 
mentions, in terms honourable both to 
himself and his antagonist~ the skill,: 
and courage of Bounapar ·ta[iJ.,iJ and the 
excellent disposition of his troops.133 

Having also been influenced by the classic writers like 

i :: 
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Homer, Harby found Scott's descriptions of the battle, 

"a.2, descriptions~ all," since no individuals were 

particularized. "We are instituting no comparison between 
. 

Homer and Walter Scott," wrote Harby, but suoh description 

was highly effective only "in propo:ration as the objects 

presented excite 12J:, !!U association of ideas, the eubauditum 

of human feelings ••• the poet can never engage our attention, 

if he does not awaken our sympathy for some particular 

group ••• And what ''field' presented more interest and variety 

--more self-devotion and heroism, than the great battle 
134 

which decided at once the fate of Franca and o:r Napoleon? 11 

In concluding his criticism of The Field of Waterloo, 

Harby shed his mantle of 11gent1lity 11 fol:' the first and only 

time in his career as a cr1tic,-and bitterly attacked Scott. 

He observed that Scott had added a footnote to the eff'eot 

that Napoleon had shown no cowardice, nor lack of poise, nor 

self' control. Harby angrily retorted: "Thank you, M.r. Soott 

--we really should have thought Bounapa;•teL!!sV" a coward, but 
135 

tor this seasonable explanation." 

Following his w1:1athful- chastisement of Scott, Harby 

wasted little time in 1:1eturning to his old familiar role as 

the kindly, but objective c.t"itio. Perhaps, feeling some 

twinges of conscience due primarily to his scathing attack 

on Scott, Harby concluded his critique of The Fi!ld of 

Waterloo on an optimistic note. He praised Scott for 

great animation and fire; a rapidity 
in the measure, which echoes, as 1. t 



were, the spirit and energy of the 
tight; and an exaltation of tone. 
and dignity of manner, which evince 
how capable 1s Mr. Scott to succeed 
in the sublime as well as the bea.utiful.136 

It is important to observe that within this poem, part 

of _Ha.rby's personality as a critic h&s been clearly a'ketchedo 

He, rarely if ever(as in the case of this poem), ,ould 

venture from the confines of his personal critic's "oodeoll 

Harby was rigid in his devotion to a belief that the critic 

must be gentle, yet, inta~lectually honest and objective. 

However, as this literary criticism has pointed out, the 

crit1o was allowed to stray from the 11 code 11 for an instant 

o.r two, but then had to return to it immediately, becoming a 

"maverick" only on the rare occasion, as illustrated below• 

William Shakespeare was Harby's literary idol. The 

former was, however, not above being criticized for any slip 

which he had made. Harby' e sharp eye was e.ver ready to take 

Shakespeare to task for any character, scene, or action that 

was misrepre.sented. Usually Harby remained true to his "code" 

as he gave critio1em. Onoe, however, he searingly criticized 

Shakespeare for the creation o:f the cha.ra.c·ter Shylock 1n the 

play, 1.g~ Merchant 91. Venice. Harby, as a Jew, was 

personally affronted by the play. It affected him so much, 

that he deoided to prove to the literary world that 

Shakespeare's Shylock was a complete misrepresenyation of 
~ 

the typical Jew during the Elizabethan era. He could not 

rest until he had proven this. Thus, Harby bitterly wrote: 

I 
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... othere is a certain unnatural. 
atrocity abou.t the character er 
Shylock, which renders disgust 
s0 prevalent over our admiration 
that the effect of the whole is 
• • oalmoa t destroyed. o • When we 
ebserve in drama, an Irishman 
represented as a rosue, .... a 
Frenchman a mon~~z, and a Jew 
an usurer, we evidently are 
aware, that the autho:r• 's sole 
0bjeotive is t0 gratify the 
malignant passions of mankina.137 

56 . ., 

Harby found in Shylock 11 'nc redeemin5 spirit,• which 

can possibly elicit our fo;r,giveness of his bloody' and 

desperate des1gn ....... or give to his actionei the plausibility 
138 

of human motives. 'Tis all d~moniaeal ar:i.d black atrooity. 11 

He did not believe that an Israelite of Venioe, a state 

notorious for its harsh laws and prejudices, "would 

confidently enter a court of juatioe with a knife in his 

hand, and demand 'the penalty of his bond 1 a. pound of flesh!" 
139 

from one of its powerful citizens. 

In this coux-t scene, with scales and knife, as well m.e 

that of the extrusion of Glouoester•s eye or the strangling 

of Cordelia (,Kins, £i~aJ:.) was there to be found the work of a 

great playwright? Harby painfully concluded that Shakespeare 

"suffered his mighty mind to be swayed by the passions and 

the false taste of an age he was destined t0 :tnstruet and 
140 

1mmorta.11ze." In short, Har•by, as a Jew, was bitterly 
' 

stung by Shakespeare's 6bylock. Ha..rby, therefore, was 

compelled to show to both the secular world and~a.lso to the 

literary one, that the typical Jew was not a cunning usurer~• 

rather, that the Jews of the Elizabethan era were something 



far different than Shakespeare had characterized, and that 

mankind should understand the mistake whioh was made in the 

creation of the character, Shylock, the J·ew. 

As a critic of dramatic performances, Harby was honest 

and as objective as possible. He took the actor, Thomas 

Abthorpe Cooper, to task for the poor way in which he 
141 

portrayed the character Othello, in Shakespeare's ,Othello. 

·"Mr.Cooper rather read than a~ Othelloo He threw a 

tameness and equanimity about the character, which were 
142 

quite foreign to it ••• 11 Harby belittled Cooper for 

wearing a Turkish costume in the role of Othelloo He said: 

11A man would hardly wear the costume of a people whom he held 

in abhorrence. When we mention costume, we mean something in 

the shape of ia. 1ru.rkish gown, which hung from Mr. Ooa,per 's 

shoulders to his feet, and which not only hid all his 

attitudes, but even impeded his motions, 11 and whioh ''tends to 
143 

hide Mr. Cooper's grace of figure and energy of attitude." 

The mee:t1ng between Othello and Desdemona, Harby scored 

as "rehea1"'sed, not acted." Then, in order to soothe the 

bitter feelings which Oooper might bear toward him, Harby 

said of Cooper that t 11 he has departed from his usual µiethod, 

and suffered him@elf to be biassedL.i!2,7 by some model, by 

no means so true to nature as the decisions of' his own 
144 

judgment and feeling." Finally, in order that he could 

end his oritioism on a high optimistic note, Harby praised 

Oooper 's ability for making ''us forget the fa.ta of' 

Desdemona," in the outpouring of sympathy for 11 the noble and 
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unhappy Moor •" 
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Since Harby was a white South Carolinian, the questi~n 

might arise or his objection to Othello, on the grounds that 

he was a non-white. Nowhere within hie writings, however, 

did Harby reveal his attitude toward a non-white. Probably, 

his attitude was that the Negro slave was part of a 

Southern gentleman's way of life, and that the colored man 

was simply a chattel. As far as the field of literature 

was concerned, Harby regarded the non-white, namely Othello, 

with as much respect as he would give to King Lear, 

Desdemona, or Coriolanuso 

If one were to examine Harby's critique of Edmund 

Kean's Othello, one would immediately discover that the 

criticism was quite scathing. Cooper's Othello, in 

comparison with Kean's, received a mild scolding. Cooper, 

Harby found, presented a tame and misdressed Othello. Kean's 

vers:1.on, he noted, rose as high at times ... -and at times, fell 

lower than any presentation he had ever witnessedo 

The apology of the Moor befor•e the 
Senate was s sketchy, hurried and 
ineffective, as the meeting with 
Desdemon.a(in the next act, after 
escaping shipwreck) was fu.11 of 
the tenderest pathos and most 
natural look and intonation ••• 
Thus with Mr. Kean; his acting is 
!J:!! generis ••• the style of Kean owes 
its vigour and brilliancy to the . 
impulses of an ardent mind that 
overcomes the disadvantages of nature~~.146 

Harby, in essence, found flaws and negligence in Kean's 

Othello, However, he said opt1m1sti.cally: 11As in some 
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production of Rafaelli or Michael Angelo, if accident has 

injured the canvas, the picture is still invaluable, because 
147 

Lit 1iJ glowing with touches of genius." 

The reason, perhaps, as to why Harby harshly criticized 

Kean's Othello, was its variance of levels. Cooper's Othello, 

on the on.e hand, was played at the same mediocre level. 

Kean's, on the other hand, was brilliant at one time, and 

ineffective at another. 

In Thomas Abthorpe Cooper's characterization of 

Shakespeare's Oor1olanus 11 Harby could only bring forth the 

warmest of praise. This critic ism, therefore, was qui·te 

different from the one concerning Cooper's Othello. Harby 

prided himself on being an impartj_al critic, and as such, 

accepted each new play and actor as a new experience. He 

was always willing to praise an actor when the latter 

deserved the proper kudos. In fact, Harby glowingly wrote: 

Indeed, we consider him in this 
oharacter to be, comparatively, 
faultless ••• In the scene in 
which Coriolanus solicits for 
the consulship, ~lb. Cooper gave 
a forcible expression of the 
anti-democratic patrician. He 
begged, as if he would demand. 
In. the last act, the supplication 
before the walls of Rome, was a 
scene we have never seen excelled. 
The workings of his countenance, 
the restraint which pride and false 
honour lay upon nature and humaniti, 
were inimitably pourtrayedL[W.14cS 

Harby reached the summit of his extolling Cooper's 

characterization of' Coriolanus by saying that 11.M):>. Cooper 

exhibits rather than masters emotion. There is much strength 
ii. 
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and nature in this manne.r- ••• that he takes us in spite o:f' the 

cold dictates of judgment, and hurries us along in the 
149 

rapidity and glow of his own conceptions." 
.. 

Another example of Harby's eagerness to praise an 

actor for a :role well-played was Kean's Sir Giles Overreach. 

The plot of this little known play, Sir Gil~ Oyepr~~aj]., 

written by Philip Massinger, dealt with an extortione.r-, 
150 

who wanted to elevate his status position. To do this, 

he cheated his nephew, Wellborn, defrauded a widow of her 

estate, and hoped to marry his daughter to a peer of the 

land• When his daughter eloped with her lover, and Wellborn 

recovered some of his wealth, 81!' Giles went mad; he was 

potently insane, since he was giving money away to everyone 

he met. In essence, the play, written in the seventeenth 
151 

century, was an amusing satire on the acquisitive instinct. 

In acting out the role of Sir Giles Overreach, Kean 

was given more praise than he received in the role of Othello. 

Harby described Kean's acting as "a clear, decided, almost 
152 

rig:l.d chasteness• 11 He lauded Kean for his dialogue, so 

intelligently and studiously conceived. A typical example 

of Harby's praise was: 

The looks, the tones, the very postures 
of the worldly-minded father, gave 
emphasis and power to the whole, and 
the discrimination Mr. Kean displayed · 
in his interview with Wellborn, when ~ 
he discloses Sir Giles secr•et nature,'~ 
were as worthy admiration, as the 
highest exhibition of passion in any 
succeeding scene.153 

In contrast to the praise or his Si!' Giles Overreach, 
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Harby scolded Kean for his performance of King Lear. In this 

criticism, one can again observe Harby I s obj ecti vi ty aa a 

critic. He was ready, willing, and able to reward Kean with 

praise when he performed well, but when the actor was poor, 

the latter received his just punishment. This objectivity 

of Harby made him one of the outstanding critics of his day. 

In Kean's characterization of King Lear, Harby found 

that it "loses in comparison with his other performances. 

Lear should melt an audience into the tenderest sympathy. 

Mr. Kean was rather too hard,(shall we say too cold?) with 
154 

few exceptions, throughout." Harby discovered the 

instinctive fire and passion typical of Kean, lacking in 

this perfol:'mance" Yet, he held out a.n 011 ve br•anch by 

saying: "If .Mr. Kean will bestow the same pains, 

discrimination and study, on the character of Lear, as he 

has upon Richard and Sir Giles, he may yet find a triumph 

in his art beyond anything he has yet achievedo .. the intense 

application and study of an actor can alone bring them 
155 

wi thj.n his power to conceive or to exh1bi t." 

Another insight into Harby 1s personality was his great 

love for scholarship and puzzles. All his life, Harby 

enjoyed any type of challenge that required the use of logio. 

In the 11 ter•ary or1 tic:1.sm, "Lesage and DeSolis, 11 the power 
-

of Ha.rby's logical and intellectual personality w~s revealed. 

Through r•esearch and scholarship, he dlscovered. that a 

problem existed concerning the true author.ship of the novel, 

Qil ~la~. Immediately, his curiosity got the better of him. 



Harby was determined to reveal to the literary world that 

either Lesage or DeSolis was the correct author of the novel, 

fill fil.!! • As he himself' wrote about this problem: 11 It is a 
156 

heavy attempt to unravel what nobody cares to see exposede II 

He began 11LeSage and DeSolis II by noting J. F. De Isla I s 

view that G11, ~l~e. 

was robbed from Spa.in, and adopted in Franca 
by Monsieur Lesage ••• we ·are therefore inclined 
to cons :lder it as, on the whole, nearly 
certain that Gil Blas is a translation from 
the S~anish; and asno such work had been 
printed in Spain before the time of Lesage, 
he must have made it of course from an 
unpublished Spanish manuscr•ipt of which he 
had in some way obtained possession.157 

Harby immediately rejected this idea of plagiarism by sayins: 

The inferences drawn from internal evidence 
appear to us to rest upon very tottering 
foundat1ons--What are the premises? Language-
His.2_a11:\.Q..±.fil!!!: '!1hel:'efore, the original wri tar 
was not a Frenchmano He has also used many 
Gallioisms--therefore the writer was a Spaniard, 
and Lesage only the translatort Is this fair 
logic? In the splendid work of Gibbon we 
dis.cover several Gallicisms ••• But will posterity 
take this peculiarity as a proof that The~ 
and Fall of the Roman Empire was a production of 
a·FrencE: autiiar?lsa · ··- - . 

Thus, Harby intimated that E.G. Lesage was dramatically 

correct in using the language of the country where his story 

was located. And so, Harby said concerning ill llif!: 11 Its 

spirit is essentially Frenoh-... though the scenes and persons 
159 

are in Spain." At this point, Barby's true leanings were 

revealed~ He definitely thought that Lesage was•~he author 

of Gil Blas, because of the latter's topographical and --
phraseological errors. Lesage, according to Barby, 11 1s 



evidently ••• unacquainted with certain minutiae of which the 
160 

most ignorant citizen of Madrid could inform us." Harby 

contended that if fill~ had been written by a Spaniard, 

there would not have been these topographical and 

phr'aseologica.l mista'.keso Yet, there were; therefore, Lesage 

could have been its author. Harby stubbornly refused to 

accept the theory that "wherever Gll fil2 displays the 

finest tact and excellence, he shows a Spanish original; 

and where the wol"k exhibits error or ignorance it shows 
161 

the carelessness of' the transcriber .11 He would not 

accept the weak idea of a "transcriber's error, 11 because 

this was the only remaining reason by which Messrs. Isla 

and Llorente could prove that DeSolis, and not Lesage, was 

the correct author of' Gil Ela.so --
To prove without a doubt that Lesage was the author of 

fil BlaJil.t Harby examined Antonio DeSolis' literary life; 

Antonio de Solis retired at the age of 57, 
into a convent. His previous life was 
engaged in public affairs, and his productions 
in the drama, and in history were fil published 
with his ~o Why should he not avow the author
ship of Gil Blas?.oo 

The hypothesT's, that the Marquis de Lyone, 
Ambassador of Louis XIV, at the court of 
Madrid, prooured(either tb.t"ough love or 
money) the manuscript of Gil lli.!; that he 
bequeathed it with the rest of his library, 
to his son the Abbe Jules; who at his death 
in .1721, bequeathed it to Lesage, his 
intimate friend--that is merely an ingenious 
idea of Llorente which he supports(as he 
does many others) by bare-faced assert1&~; 
not a jot of Rroof. The situation of 
DeSolis forbids the idea of his selling 
his fame.162 



Thus, Harbyt using the skill of logic, proved 

conclusively that Lesage, was the true author of ill Blaso 

He has left no doubt in the mind of his reader as to whom 

the correct author of Gil Blas waso --
Harby's great love for challenges reappeared in the 

criticism of Lord Byron's poem, 110de to Napoleon Bounaparte 

Harby was not altogether certain "whether 
163 

Bounaparte be such a being as Lord Byron has desc.ribed him. 11 

He decided, therefo.t'e, that the only honorable thing f'o:r- him 

to do, was to examine the poem and show proof either 

supporting Byron's description or his own beliefs. 

Hal'.'by noted that many United States citizens tended 11 to 

stamp the character of Bounaparte with every feature of 
164 

villainy, m~anness, and ty;r-anny. 11 Lord Byron, he 

contended, was no different. In fact, Harby sadly s·aid that 

"the subject of' this poem may not be so 'ignobly brave• as he 
- 165 
is charged withal." He could not understand why Lord 

Byron would accuse Napoleon of cowardice and of meanness. 

And in refutation, Harby wrote: 

Not to "hoard his own," but to spare the 
blood of his sold1ers;.not to save his 
life, but to save his Country did 
Bounaparte abdicate his proud and extensive 
dominion. To accuse of oowa:r-dice the man 
that dared death in every shape--to say 
that~ would shrink from danger who has 
marched up to the blazing cannon, and in 
the smoke and thunder of battle , has sought · 
the bubble, honour--1s absurd and unbecoming.166 

However, Harby agx•eed with Lord Byron I s execration. of 

Napoleon's military despotism: 



We regard Bounaparte as the scourage of 
his country and of Europe--and no motive, 
but that his powerful mind should wield 
~he energies of a powerful nation, acting 
as a counterpoise and check to the cupidity 
and tyranny of England, and balancing the 
gl:"eat interests of mankind, could make us 
wish him success ••• we view him not as an 
emperor--but a man--as one whom fo1:>tune 
has wearied with her tugs, but still 
exhibiting some natural feature of 
greatness, which the loss of the empire 
could not eclipse.167 

Unfortunately, nowhere within Harby's criticism of 

Lo1:>d Byron's poem, was his own opinion about Napoleon 

revealed,. The only place where Harby's actual thoughts 

about Napoleon were made public, was in the Southe1:>n Patl:'iot 
-- ==rtne,-J --------

of Septembel:' 5, 1815. Be told his public that he did not 

gt-eatly admire Napoleon, but that he did not hate him. He 

1:>espeoted Napoleon because of what he did for the cause of 
168 

11 1:tbel:'ty. 11 

In r-asol ving the challenge br•ought on by Byron' a 

description of Napoleon, Harby did clarify fol:' his readers 

the fact that Bonaparte was neithe!' a oowat-d nor a tyre.nt; 

1:>at,her, he was a man who felt ded1oated to save his count1:>y. 

Harby was also saddened by the fact that Byron, a possessor 

of poetical genius, was not above 11national prejudices," 
169 

in castigating Napoleono 

The "Defence of the Drama" was perhaps the best 

dramatic criticism Harby ever wrote. This essay was, 

howevel:', more than just a learned. and masterly dlsoussion 

of what the theatre had to offer the civilized communityo 

It clearly presented the idealistic side of Harby's 
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personality as a critic. He must be respected because of bis 

optimistic outlook toward the literary community, but at the 

same time, be criticized because of his impractical idealismo 

The 11Defence of the Drama" was published in the New York 

fQ!!, and it was written because of the opening of the 
170 

Bowery Theatre. Harby would have liked to have been 

given the honor of making the keynote address at the opening 1 

of the Bowery Theatre, he, however, was appointed to the 

committee responsible to select the speaker. Th@refore, 

since he could not submit an address, the occasion stimulated 

him to write an essay on "the cultural values of the theatre 

as a social institution." The editors of the J?of!1 accepted 

his essay with a great deal of enthusiasm, and printed it 
171 

with high praise. 

Harby decided that the·sta.ge and drama "are not merely 

to supply curious critics with subjects tor comparison and 

analysis, to sum up the tremendous diff'erenoe between the 

styles of A and of B; these amusing themes are to be 

considered only as the auxilliaries of' ambition--the flank 

companies to stir up talent and keep in countenance the 

advance of enterprise and talent." He, however, did not 

utterly disregard the idea of using the stage and drama for 

mere amusemen-t. Rather, he found it 11 of no considerable 

consequence • 11 He definitely was aware that the tl1eatre was 
~ 

more than "the source of a people I a .r•a,tional entertainment. 11 

It was 11 th~ sphere where .!.h,! ~ lives and enacts his wonde.r11 s." 

Harby viewed a play like "the gr-eat masters of Grecian 
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Tragedy and of Roman Comedy viewed it~•it 1s a speotaole of 

life, as it is, and was, and ever shall be. A representation, 

more vivid than any other art can create, of passion and of 

sentiment. The mirll"or of man 'held up to na.tut"ed I a living, 
172 

moving picture, pregnant with truth and a.nimationo 11 

Harby then proceeded to cite the works of Aeschylus, 

Sophocles, Euripides, Aristophanes, Foote, and Lesage, who 

1n some way or another influenced civilization. The stage, 

he pointed out 11 1s, indeed, a powerful engineoo.a moral 

lever .. 11 It molded public sentimento lt made a strong and 

a direct appeal to the hearts of people. In fa.ct, its 

political significance had been proved in the pasto 11 It 

speaks with such fidelity, it is so direct in its passion, 

so vivid in its portraits, so full of life and mobility, 

that 1t can lift a weight quicker than, if it cannot sustain 
173 

1 t as long as, the press o" 

Str1.king a contemporary note, Harby turned to the 

possible effect of the stage and of the drama upon young mano 

As he said: 11 If' they pay no regard to what passes .Q.ll ~ stag€?,, 

they cannot entirely escape from what Hume calls 'the 

contagion of opinion. 1 " Harby asked, "r:r the d1ss:1.pations of 

a city cannot be restrained and broken up in every ohannel•H 

:1.s 1t not well to d1reot the torrent which we cannot oppose?" 

Realistically viewing the wo:r•ld and human nature,_ he urged 

men overcome by fastidious religious scruples to ~reflect 11 that 

our feelings and propensities and passions will exist, and 

that by turning them into an intellectual course decorat,ed 
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attractions, we !'£1B. what we cannot command, and metamorphose 

the brute sensualist into a reasoning and polished member of 
174 

soo1ety c" Harby pleaded: "Let the temples of the 

dramatic muse become not only the rendezvous of fashion, and 

of taste, but let them redeem our youth from the dull 

excitement of the tavern, the poisonous contact of the 
175 

gaming tables.u 

L. C, Moise correctly diagnosed that Harby closed his 

;,Defence of the Drama" in a. tone of tacit resignation te 

the opp0rtunism he had deplored but a few yea.re back in the 
176 

play, Alberti.. Harby candidly said: 

The eccentricities or the stage are but 
the eccentricities of public taste: the 
applicat10n of it to other purposes than 
those ts which 1t was peculiarly or 
originally intended, is but in obedience 
to the public will. He who ~ppoeea that 
will, weds his ruinol77 

"Defence e>f the Drama" appeared to have been more ideal1stio 
178 ~ 

th.an !'@alistio. Harby's dream was that the theatre 

would n~ longer accept the 1nter1@l' type of literary 

productions which the public demanded. Rather, he yearned 

f0r the day when the m~stere of drama, like Shakespeare, 

would be common household w0rds. He knew that better plays 

could be written and produoed. In effect, Barby's keen 

sense of literary and moral values forced him to try and 

arouse some type of literary standard among the writers of 

his day. His idealistic plea was unheard and unheeded, and, 

sadly enough, too·rar advanced for his generation of writers. 
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CHAPTER l.m 
HARBY t S ESSAYS AND LET1rERS 

L. c. Moise made mention or two essays which Harby 
179 

wrotet but which were never fo.'r'mally printed. The.'r'efore, 

in order to do justice to Harby, these two essays can.not 

go unnoticed. 

The f'1.'r'St essay was called "Discovery o~ the Art of 

Printing. 11 Moise says about this eernay the following: 

Prior to the advent of Laurentius Haarlem 
/Ji German printe£7, 'the most enlightened 
quarter of the globe 1 was enveloped in a 
thick mist of superstitiono 'Intellect was 
'kept in close confinement, science (knowledge) 
was construed as sacrilegeo •• Science, who 
so long had slumbered, at length raised her 
drooping head, hand in hand with printingo 
And to this invention must be ascribed. the 
ultimate cause of' human progress, the most 
important, of all considerations. 1180 

His second essay was on retaining the study of classics 

in the universities. Harby was overly enthusiastic in 

putting forth his arguments. He mentioned .the general 

unfitness of translations. He pointed out, for example, 

11 1n the translation .of Herodotus, Gillies is held up to 

scorn for egregious errors, and JYb:>. Murphy in his work 

commits a 'faux pas which a child at school would have 
181 

been flogged for ••• There· are no tr•anslations.' 11 Ha.:t•by 

no doubt saw the errors of scholarship in t:t"anslations of 

classical works, and probably wrote thi.s essay as_ .a plea to 

the universities and to the intellectuals to be mol:"e careful. 

Isaac Harby's Letters 



From I-Iarby's lite1:-ary works, we have discovered him to 

be a playwr•ight, an editor of a newspaper, an essayist, a 

literary and dramatic critic, and a religious rebel. And, 

in all of these wor·ks, we have had to sift and examine his 

pr•ose and his poetry to gain a keen insight into lia.t-'by 's 
~ 

basic personality, thoughts, and attitudes. 1"wo of Harby's 

letters help us to understand this complex man a little 

better. It is these two important letters to which we now 

turn. 

The first letter, written to Langdon Cheves on 

February 8, 1815, concerns Barby's business interests. In 

those days, it was the practice of the Federal government to 

print all the laws that it passed in two of the leading 

newspapers of each State. Harby wrote to Langdon Cheves: 

11 In most of the States~ }2§!,pers are employed for that 

purpose, but 1n this State, almost of equal importance to 

any in the Union, but one paper is employed. It is well 

known in So. Carolina that the 'Southern Patriot' circulates 

in parts of the States where no other paper doeso It is 

generally acknowledged as the leading Republican paper 

being cherished under the wing of the most influential 

members of the Republican familyo My application therefore, 

is not to divest another of what he may be entitle¢!. to, but 
182 

to circulate, in a paper friendly to the Union, the laws." 

We can see from this letter that Harby had a 11 head 

for business," and that he would not hesitate to go after 

something and make his views on a matter known. The question 
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now 1a, did Harby have his request granted? 

In a letter- dated February 13, 1816, wr1tten to James 

Monroe, Harby said: "we have the honour of acknowledging 

the receipt of your official favor dated the let January t 

and shall accordingly oommence this day to republish the 

LG1.ws or the present session of Congr•ess, and shall oon•~inue 

to do so from the 'National Intelligencer.' We shall also 

pay attention to the instructions contained in your 
183 

commun:1.oationo" Harby had indeed succeeded in obtaining 

what he had origin.ally desired. 

The second letter shows Harby as an angry man, who 

is W!'iting to tell James Monroe, then Secretary of State, 

his bitter feelings about the Mordecai M. Noah case. 

Before this letter can be fully understood, some background 

material is necessaryo In the summer of 1815, Mordeoai M. 

Noah, Uni·ted States Oonsul at Tunis, was reoalled by James 

Monroe, President Ma.d:tson's Secretary of State. Alllong tlle 

reasons given for his dismissal was the fact that Noah 

was Jewish. As Mon.roe wrote: 11At the time of your 

appointment as consul at Tunis, it was not known that the 

religion which you profess would form any obstacle to the 
184 

exercise of your consular functions<lu 
,._ 

It was this last statement of Monroe's which aroused 

Harby's w!'ath so much that he wrote a letter to James 

Monroe concerning that statement and his overall attitude 
185 

toward.a Jews. Harby wasted little time in rebuking 

Monroe: 



••• r do think that the successful termination 
of Mr. Noah's negooiat:1.on&sJ generally, his 
zeal and 1ndt1stry for the interests of his 
country-men, his manners so well rA.dapted to 
win his w9..y among str&1.ngers--these, taken 
together, should at least have entitled him 
to a full and impartial hearing, before your 
sudden fitat had issued, to hie injury and to 
the aston:l.sh.ment of his friends" 

He, in fact, could not overcome his amazement th.at Monroe 

would actually say that ".RE.fh1S~9'G. disqualifies a man from 

the exercise of' his political functions. 11 Once Harby 

'brought his emotions under control, his rationii.l mind began 

to function with its accustomed clarity and he tried to 

argue logic@.lly with Jamee Monroe: 

J'ews • •• are by no me9.ns to be considered as a. 
reli5i9.u.@. .!.!.Q!, tolerated by the government; 
they oonetitut(i) a portion of the people. ':Chey 
at•E!J, in ev~ry respect, woven in fil.nd compacted 
with the citizens of the Republio ••• I do, 
therefore, appeal to you, not only ia.s a 
philanthropist, but 61..S a pol1 tio:l.an, not only 
a.a a ju~.:t. ~' but as the lS?.9.retar.z .2f State 
to this free government, to erase the 
sentence in your letter above alluded to ••• 

Should the die tum by whioh JY.Iro. Noah was 
reoa.lled stand among the archives of 
the government, the 9.,:Qin1on will, in a 
s:t).ort time, amount to 12re9,~de:qtt., and 
I)reoedel;l.,~ become law 1 What innumerable 
evils would spring from™ qast~ 
sentence\ 

After calmly re&soning with rv:rr. Monroe, yet at the 

same time bawling him out, Htia.rby, with the skill a.nd tact 

of a seasoned politician, deliberately emded his letter on 

a high note of optimism. Thia, Harby calculated; would 
-

cause Monroe to gravitate to his own point of vi-ew: 

With respect to Qny ,r.,eparatigt1:(not on 
account o:t' M!:• 'li~; he ts only ~eoo119-a_r;x: 



1n the affair), for the sake of a large 
portion of the American people from whom 
such a transaction should be f'or ever 
buried, for the sake of justice, of the 
constitution, of your own cause, I 
certainly must leave everything .t.!!_~~1al 
to your well-known candour and your better 
judgment, suggesting, however, at the 
same time thato •• honourable mention of Mr. 
Noah, would be highly satiafaotory to his 
feelings, to the feelings of all his 
co-religionaires, and, I doubt not, to the 
feelings of your bosom. 

In writing this letter, Harby placed himself in the 

select group of individuals like Roger Williams, James 

Madison, Thomae Jefferson, and Thomas Kennedy, who fought 

for religious li'berty in America. He would not accept 

the idea that the Jew was a seoond ... class citizen, and 

this latter has shown Harby 1s vigor in combating such a 

76. 



179. 

1800 

181. 

182. 

183. 

184. 

Moise, PP• 22-23. 

Ibid..,, p • 22 • -
Ibi~., PP• 22-23. 

77 0 

MS., National Archives, General Records of the 
Department of State, Miscellaneous Letters, January 
to Maroa, 1815, Washington, D. 0., 11 Isa.ao Harby' s 
Letter t<0 Langdon Cheves of Febo 8, 1815 11 (to be cited 
hereafter as National Archives) o 

Ibid., January, February, 1816, "Isaac Harby's Letter 
IoJames Monroe of' Feb O 13' 1816. II 

uisaao Harby on Religious Equa.11 ty, 11 ~erican ~tl!.!'! 
!,.~chives (0:1.no1nnat1), VII (J'anuary, 1955)68 • 

National Archives, April, May, 1816, '~saao Barby's 
Letter to James Monroe of May 13, 181,6.., 11 



78. 

CHAPTER SIX ....... _......,. __ -
HARBY AS A JOURNALIST 

In order to complete the full literary picture of the 

man, Isaac Harby, it is necessary for us to view h:1.m in the 

light of his work as a journalist. This phase of his labors 

will enable us freely to observe Harby's attitudes and 

opinions towards people, 11:t'e, government, and politics .. 

Ha.r'by was a. "better than average journalist, 11 whose 

talents were sought after. In the issue of the Charleston 

City Gazette of October 18, 1822, John Geddes, the 

publisher, stated that 

he is happy to relate he has made an 
arrangement with Mr. Isaac Harby, 
Esq., where that gentleman is enabled 
to devote all his time and talents 
to the advancement of- the political 
and literafy character of the 
establishment, in the conduct of 
the Editorial department~ 

In order not to confuse the readers of the 01 u Gazett&., 

Harby, in the same article, set forth the editorial 

framework out of which his opinions would spring: 

Mr .. Harby's character is known through 
his conduct. He is a Republican, pure, 
consistent, constanto We advocate not 

·all the present administr.ation has 
sanctigned, nor all that it would 
advocate ••• But we advocate many measures 
that have been opposed by the thought
less, the disappointed, the factious. 
No man, and consequently no set of men 
are i.nfall:tble; we ther.efore advocate 
measures, not meno And neither the 
warm pressure of friendship nor the 
thr-eats of hostility shall move us. 

At the age of thirty ... three, we flnd a. matwer, a more 

responsible, a public spir:tted editor in Harby. Speaking 

1·'' 



as the editor of the City Gazette, he urged the South 

Carolina Legislature to seriously consider the revision 

of the South Carolinian "Code Noir-a matter of vital -----,, 
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importance to the happiness of the slave, and the tranquility 
186 

of the maste:r-. 11 He wanted the South Ca.!'olina Legislature 

to legislate 11with humanity and tempel:"ance, but at the same 
-

time with foresight and decision,.'' Harby complained also 

about the lack of 11 justioe 11 found in South Car•o.lina: 

The frequent collisions between our 
OoU!"ts of Law and of Equity; the 
reversion of sentences; the 
reoonsidel:"ation of decrees; the 
conflicting claims of two co-equal 
powe.!'s, al:'e evils too long felt, and 
too deeply deplored, not to be 
looked into, and their remedies 
applied.o.give us, in the best 
manner possible, a prompt, efficacious, 
and final award of Justice. 

He argued for better• roads and finer police protection. 

Harby waxed hot on the severities against debtorso He 

bitterly wrote: 11The Congress of the United States have 

done~ for them. Let the States, and partioularly 

South Carolina, soften the rigOU!"S of imprisonment for debt, 

or abolish the practice altogether. It is at variance with 

theo •• olaims of justice and humanity." 

During the year that Hal:"by was editor of the .QJ.tx 

Gazette, he never signed his name to any printed editorial, 

except in one instance. Th:l.a one exception was .~ religious 

poem, under• which there appeared the signature 11Edo QUo 
187 

Gazetteo 11 

October, 1823, Isaac Harby retired from his duties 
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as editor of the ~~ty Gazetteo Yet, one month later, we 

find that Harby had become the editor of an afternoon paper, 

~ Examiner. William Gilmot'e Simms told us in The XIXth 

OenturJ, that this paper was launched especially to support 

the candidacy of J'ohn a., c·alhoun for the Presidency. If this 

plan failed, then the second choice, Andrew Jackson, would be 

pushed for the Presidency in the 1824 national election. He 

also said that Harby, in 1823, had another journalistic 

venture,~· Pi,_g !ill! Whistle, whose political design was the 

same as !h2 ~~m~n§J!o Both papers were published in 
189 

Charleston, and enjoyed only a short existenoeo 

Evidently, there was a conflict between what Mr. Simms 

told us about Harby's Presidential choice, and the latter's 

actual one., Barby's political beliefs for the Presidential 

election in 1824 were clearly set forth in his essays on "The 

Presidency," in that he favored Jackson over Calhoun. It 

was quite probable that Mr<) Simms was mistaken about Harby's 

first choice, and that due to an over-sight on the former's 

part, incorrectly considered Calhoun to be the latter's 

candidate. 

Real wit combined with spicy and animated language were 

characteristic traits of Barby's two year- editorship of the 

Soutp.e:r._'Q_ Pa~o In January, 1815, about two hund.red 

British soldiers landed on John's Island, where tpey burned 
~ 

a house near a battery and stacked their guns. 1rhe 

detachment of troops ordered out to reconnoiter, .returned 

and reported that the enemy had retired so precipitously as 



to leave behind a new hat. Harby then humorously remarked, 

"We t.t"ust at their next visi.t they may leave behind them 
190 

some of their heads o 
11 

He reported with capricousness the Baltimore marriage 

of' Mr" Hugh Campbell and Miss Maria T. Dea.th: 

For Death he zealously prepared, 
Nor wished ·the trial to be sparedo 
The moment came, his Death he met, 
And Joyful paid great Nature's debt. 
Clasped in the arms of Death he lay, 
Nor wished a resurrection day.191 

In criticizing a contributor to the press, who 

subscribed himself "Cincinnatus," Harby with droll sarcasm 

remarked 

that it would at first blush seem 
presumptuous for such a writer to 
use·the pen name of so gl"eat a hero., 
but the observant eye would easily 
see tbat the appellation was to show 
the public that he had been more 
accustomed to the plow than to the pen.192 

Harby'e capabilities as a business manager left much 

to be desired. He was oaught up in his 11 idealism11 of' 

e:x:peo tin.g people to honor their payinen ts to his newspaper. o 

Thus, eoonomioally the ~ J?a_~r.l.2.~ in 1815 was not 

prospering, and so Harby wrot,e that nothing could make the 

s taf'f' of' the ~~ J:?,,tpiQ.il happier, than the payment of 

debtors. 11Then ••• the hear•t made light will clear t,he head, 

and the columns of the Southern Patr•iot will exhi·bi t -~-.. -........ 
selected as well as original ma ter:lal of in teres:t and 

ins true t.1on. 11 

Evidently, the debtors did not indulge in 11punotua.1 

payment, 11 for soon we read that Har•by has associated with 
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himself a Mr o Robert Howard, "whose praotioa..l knowledge and 

experience" would pe.r-mit the former greater opportu.n1ty in 

the ed1ter1al department. Harby probably needed H0ward's 

capital to stay 1n business. This new combination 

immediately prooeede9d to a.nueunc@ its polioy of looking to 

the "glorious vista @f futur1 ty wl11eh <!>pens upen. a>ur 

t " coun.r10 Isaae Harby, due to the partnership of Robert 

Howard, also ohs.nged the format, "Published by Isaao 
193 194 

Harby" t0 "Published by Isaac Harby & 00. 11 

~ 

If Harby had r$raad his ed1t@r1al Gt N0vember 15, 1815, 

1n the Southexan .. Patri(ilt; "What a. man makes ·oy his 'business 

is the surest proof of his ably discharging his duties.,'' ha 

would have recognized his failure as a businessman. In this 

editorial, he mentioned the high fees charged by Dem0sthenes., 

wh1oh, Harby added, were th$ causes of his independence and 

$f his celebrity. Doubtless, Harby was influenced by 

Demosthenes, but he lacked the latter's keenness to earn 

high feeso Had Harby recognized his weakness in 1815, he 

most likely would not have had to enter into a partnership 

with Robert Howard. 

As the editor of' the §.S>uthera, Patrio.~, Harby was very 

oosmopolit1an and quite versatile. The arts, politics, 

patriotism, and champ1en1ne; the just cause were :1.mpc:>:rtant 

components of his editorial policy. 

Fearless 1n vind1oat1ng what was just, Har~y oared 

little what his Oharlestonian society would say or do. In 

his denunciation ot bigotry, he supported Father Phillips, 

r 1,,1 
11111, 

ii 
• Ill 



a Catholic priest, who condemned the "gentlemanly" ar•t of 
195 

duelling. Harby could not understand why people would 

support such a foolish sport, and thus, he was very rigorous 

in his censure of it. 

Harby was also a fir-m believer in the es tablisbmen·t of 

a United States National Bank, because it would help 

stabilize the national economy. When the Congress refused 

to renew the charter of the National Bank in 1811, Harby 

thought that the 'last resort to str•engthen the arm of 

government had disappeared like a vision of hope. He was 

sickened by the thought that the banking business of the 

country had passed into the hands of numerous state 

corporations and concerns of varying strength and soundnesso 

Harby sorrowfully lamented: "The Bank 'bill has been 

negati vedtiJ:il •• • we arie comparatively without an army, and 
196 

actually without money, 11 He had enough awareness to 

comprehend the fact tha..t without a National Bank, inflation 

would and, in fact, had set in. He hoped that soon the 

Oongress would awake from its deep slumber and pass a 

National Bank bill. 

Faren the tically, in the J"ariuary 17, 1815, issue of the 

~thern. ~ ~.~~ we f'ind Harby campaigning for the 

discontinuation of paper curr·ency. He felt that "paper 

criedi t 11 was not the proper way to keep America out of its 

economic problems. The best type of specie, he noted, was 

coin, for it was longer lasting, did not depreciate as 

much, and would fortify our national economy. 

I' 

I 
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Harby also placed his faith in a strong central 

government. "Union in the days o:.f;' Greece and Rome," he 

wrote, 11r·esul ted from local causes. We shall give it life 
197 

from moral oneso 11 He publicized this view to his readers 

because of the infamous Hartford Convention of 1814. The 

Hartford Oonvent1on bluntly stated that the "Union was a 

balance of economic powers and that the commercial states 

were in mor•tal danger of being dominated and ruined by a 
198 

combination of southern planters and western farmers." 

Harby bitterly ·resented what the Hartford Convention 

proposed to do; that it 11will resist the government and 
199 

dissolve the union''; that "no summary means of relief 

can be applied without recourse to direct and open 
200 

resistance" .to the government. 

In order to neutralize the effect of the Hartford 

Convention upon people, Harby spoke out with prophetic zeal. 

He claimed that a strong national government would bring 

both the blessings of a harmonious domestic and fol:"eign 

commerce, and also preserve us from an internal civil war. 

To nullify any major threat posed by the Hartford 

Convention, Harby pleaded with Oongreslil, "Amend yo\.U" 

constitution where it is too weak for national defense, and 
201 

give the Executive discretionary power." 

On the national and international scene, the War of 

1812, which was waged between the United States rand Great 

Bl:"itain, greatly ar•oused Harby. The latter's fiery and 

intense patriotlsm would not pe,r,mit him rest until all the 
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current details of the War were printed. Harby became so 

emotionally caught up in his zealous patriotism, that he 

wrote a bitter invective against the ant1-conscriptionists 

towards the close of the war, "Theory against the militia 

draft bill, •• appear13 to us after maturest cons•idera tion ....... 

unfound and unjust. Will Americans never consent to give up 

a small portion of personal libertyo 11 Man, he wrote, can 

find strength only in union: 

The object of this draft is to secure 
yourselves by forestalling the approach 
of' the enemyo Meet; unite; learn and 
prac tioe obed1.ence and systematic 
movement ... -enure yow-selves to the 
habits of camp •• ,ithenJyou will ba 
aroused to a sense of your danger• and 
the necessity of resistance when 
your cities are in flames, your 
brothers slain by your side.202 

In the F'ebruary 21, 1815, issue of the~ Patriot, 

Harby rejoiced that the Treaty of Ghent, ending the War of' 

1812, was signed December 24, 1814, He was overjoyed with 

hope that the ruptured ties between Great Britain and the 

United States would be healed. He passionately begged: 

11Unlock the sluices of commerce and l'."enew the intercourse of 

civilized stateso 11 Harby's optimism, however, fizzled out. 

When he heard of the maltreatment of American prisoners at 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, he angrily screamed at the B:r-itish, 

"Shame, where is thy blush? Manhood and Honour, ·where have 
~ 203 

ye fled?" "No land or wave can remain unpoll\.1.ted by the 

touch of' Britain. But we trust tha·~ her blood will be 
204 

sacrificed to the genius of the West o 
11 
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Harby had another reason for castigating Great Br•itain. 

In the 1rreaty of Ghent, there was no clause forbidding Great 

Br•itain to seize and to impress American sailors aboard 
205 

British ships. He detested the idea of a forced labor of 

American seamen. "Compare," he wrote, "Britain's tyl:'anny 

and impressment, leading to desertions. They will ride ·the 

seas in vain if the hands and hearts of her men are not 
206 

~J:,..lJ..E,B. • II 

In the same editorial, Harby pans the efforts of' the 

British Admirality to ·search out the secret of the 

construction of the American war•boat, 11 The President," In 

regard to this secret which the British Admirality sought, 

he dryly r·emarked, 11 The Admira11 ty may examine the secret, 

but until they imitate i•t, they will have only to wonder 
207 

and despair• 11 

After the Treaty of Ghent had been signed, and the 

British had been given a verbal tone;ue lashing, Harby 

turned his editorial sights upon the most flamboyant 

personality in the early l800's, Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Harby admired Bonaparte for what he t:r,ied to do for the 

Fr•ench people, but he did not 1dol1z,e him. His great 
208 

fault, said Harby, was "presumption .• u Harby, during the 

Napoleonic Wars, also sympathized with France, because of 

England.' s continued insults and impr·essment of American 
209 

seameno He grs.:vi ta ted to the point where he felt that 

the Eu'.r'opean nations assembled their troops and emptied their 

treasuries "not against France, not against F'renchmen •• o 
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but against Napoleon Bounaparte@.gl' alone." Harby 
-, 

gallantly defended Napoleon by noting: 11Swely the absurdity 

of' the idea will never escape the honoux-able indignation, 

the profound contempt with which every f.t"iend of Libex~ty 

must regard. the despotic o, .p:riosoript:1.on which the tyr•ants 
210 

of Eul'."ope would assume." 

The-German and British p;raess, Ha;r,by reflected, we.t"e 

delighted in pointing out the indifference of Napoleon's 

second wife, Marie Louise, to him. Harby, however, did not 

agree with the German and British press attitude toward 

Marie Louise. He noted. that when Napoleon slipped quietly 

away from the isle of Elba, Marie Louise returned "to the 
211 

bosom of her vie torious spouse. 11 When Napoleon was 

defeated on June 18, 1815, on the field of waterloo, Mar:i.e 

Louise still insisted on his conjugal devotion. Harby thus 

proved his case--for the time being ... -that there was a bond 

of love between Napoleon and Marie Louiseo He bluntly wrote, 

after all, "Is not Napoleon the father of her son? And has 
212 

he not fas o ina ting manner, s and personal beauty? 11 Harby I s 

argument oonoerning the true love between Marie Louise and 

Napoleon lasted only a few months after June 18, 1815, 

History bequeathed to us the fact that it was only a sho.t" t 

while after Napoleon's defeat at Wa.tel:'loo, that Marie Louise 
213 

deserted him, and that his only son was reared i? Austria. 
~ 

History has also told us that Napoleon, in March, 1815, 

secretly left Elba, and t:r-iumphantly marched on Pariso 

Louis XVIII was overthrown, and for ,a b)'."ief "Hundred Days, 11 
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Napoleon enjoyed a return of his form.er glol"y. Harby 

seriously asked his reader•s the question of why should the 

European powers be angry with the r•eturn of Napoleon? Will 

he not provide decision, beauty, and order, which the 
215 

Congress of Vienna totally lacked? If Napoleon was the 

"scourge of his count.r-y and of Europe, 11 still Harby pointed 

out, as a counterpoise and chec·k to the cupidity &nd tyranny 
216 

of England, his case was not so bad. He acidly questioned 

the guilty verdict ascribed to Napoleon by many people of 

the world,. 11 Is there nothing in his patronage of science, 

nothing in the internal impr•ovement of France, in his 

mathematical aequirements and achievements ••• Nothing in 
217 

the height of grandeur to which he raised France?u The 
-

Southern ,;?a,tr.i.2..~ proclaimed to the mass es 11Napoleon 's 

magnanimous and liberal. policy as regar·ds Religion would 
218 

alone embalm his memory to posterity." Harby, however, 

sadly lamented that Napoleon 11must be given up to political 

damnation because he did not die in the field, struggling 
219 

for a forlox11n hope. 11 

Ha:rby had become so identified with Napoleon's ideals 

and actions, that he chastised anyone who dared to speak 

untruths about Bonaparte. He severely cr•it1oized Lord 

Byron in his poem, 11 0de to Napoleon Bounaparte, 11 because 

the latter had called Napoleon a mean and cowarQly person~ 

Harby sourly remarked that a man of Lo:i:-d Byron's power and 
220 

genius should have been "superior to national prejudices." 

He our.-sed England fol"' the mean advantage she took in sending 

I. 
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Napoleon to St. Helena Island. Harby lashed out with 

disdain "that the sentiments of malignant pleasure with 

which she seems to contemplate her prize, give horrible 
222 

augury of her.• intentions." Harby, therefore, had no 

real affection for England. When the Boston G~e~1! 

published the account of the battle of Waterloo under the 

byline of "Defeat 9f Bounapa.rte, 11 he suggested that a better 
- - 223 

title would be "Immense loss of the British.'' 
' 

Harby• s political essays were pu'blished in the Ci 'tr 

Ga~et.1_! of 1824 and were called 11The Presidenoyo II In 

essence, they were written to promote the Republican 

policies, and advocate the Presidential candidacy of General 
224 

Andrew Jacksono As L. 0. Moise correctly observed, these 

essays "are fea:r-less and profound discussions, displaying, 

besides their heat of patriotism and love of truth, an 

astounding grasp of the situation and the sure possession 

of an unlimited number of facts by wfiich his arguments were 

supportedo They exerted a very positive influence upon the 
225 

people." 

The question of why Harby would suddenly choose to 

become a political commentator is an interesting oneo 

~owever, there is little need for us to speculate, for he 

tells us his reasons: 

I design to discuss, briefly, yet boidly, 
some few points, intimately connected with 
the interests of our country. The state of 
parties, the temper of the times, the 
character and tendency of certain political 
opinions, and the all•important question of 
the Presidency, are subjects, I think, which 

- -- - - -- ---- ---------
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ought to be regarded, not in the spirit of 
a partizan, but in that of an American; in 
this spirit I shall speak.226 

Yet, it is not enough to know Harby's :reasons for 

writing these political essays. We must know also about 

the political turmoil going on in 1824. Two famous 

historians, Charles and Mary Beard, give us keen insight 

into the developing political crisis of 1824. 

When the election of 1824 arrived, there was no 

outstanding Presidential candidate to replace the outgoing 

James Monroe. New men., therefore, were jostling one another 

for place and power in the political ring. Puz,zled by this 

state of affairs, the Congressional caucus nominated for the 

l?r·esidency, William H. Crawford of Georgia, a man of ability, 

but not a commanding personality. However, the caucus' 

decree could not be enforced, because three other candidates 

insisted upori entering the Presidential race. John Quincy 

Adams, son of the second President, regarded himself as heir 

apparent, by virtue of his service as Secretary of Stat,e; 

while the frontier brought its fist down on the political 

t,able, announcing the rights of Henry Clay of' Kentucky and 

Andrew Jackson of 1renn.esse to seek the Presidential 
227 

nomination. 

Before deal:l.ng with the Presidential candidacy of 

General Andrew J·ackson, Hal:'by, in his essays, first decided 

to comment on the South Carolina pblit!toaJ.; p:1.otuve of' 18240 

He was rather upset over the depreciation of property and 

wealth in Che.rleston. Harby, in fact, blamed "the 



Representatives of the People" for this, and bitterly 

assailed them: 

Let these Representat:lves be~. not 
fictitious. Let them stand for•th as the 
true-and legitimate expression of public 
sentiment; not the agents and abbettors 
of faction whether nat:tve or !.9reign; 
whether the satellites of a tottering 
ambition, ox, of an in.satiable famil _ _y_ 
2art~; ••• Let your Representatives 
regard the interest of the City~~the 
Dis t.r·io t--the Sta te--the Republic .228 

910 

Barby was also an anti-F'ederalist., beU.eving in the 

individual autonomy of each State. He feared that a strong 

:B"ederal government could impose its laws and statutes upon 

a state, thus forcing the state to do something whlch was 
229 

against its will. 

Har•by was not the type of man to criticize something 

without off'eroing an alternative solution~ Thus, standing in 

direct opposition to a strong Federal government, he 

presented h1s own solution to the 11States' Rights" problem: 

o •• the independent States of America, 
each jealous of its own rights, stand 
as centinals [fi1s7 against unconstitutional 
encroachmem ts, and checks, as well as 
guardians over each other. Mean.while, 
the national government devotes itself 
to great powers and purposes of war, 
and peace, and commerce, and treaties, 
and foreign relations.230 

After discussing South Carolina's pol1t1oal problems, 

Harby turned to the main point of his essays, "who shall be 

the next J?resident? 11 He noted that the PresidenJ:, of the 

United States should be a man of candor rather than of 

learning; a man fuJ.l of the pux·ity of patriotism than of 

- - --- --- -------- -~ 
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ingenuity; rather of openness and elevation of character 

than a rna.n of doubts and scruples of conscience and opinion. 

11Such a character would be known; his sentiments being as 
' 
'fair as day' whether right or wrong, the representatives 

of the people would be met, not as insolent opposers of 

his authority, but'as fl:"iends to council blessings on the 
231 

community." 

Harby, then, with little hesitation, began his 

campaigning for General Andrew Jacksono He regarded Jackson 

as first among the candidates for the Presidency. Harby 

praised Jackson's qualities of greatness by noting he had 

had fine military achievements, 11 a cultivated mind, sound 

legal knowledge, an eloquence of no common grade, and a soul 
232 . 

of truthe 11 

Harby noted. that Jackson's candidacy was welcomed with 

a great deal of enthusiasm. Yet, he was very wary of this 

attitude of the people, for he said: ."Some of those who ll£li 

pre·tend to advance his claims to the Presidency, were in 
233 

J.821, the most clamourous a.gains t him. 11 In fact, Harby 

with a vengeance called Jackson's enemies a "chorus of 

lisping c:i.vilians, and unfledged reasoners on the laws of 
234 

nationso 11 He explained that these same people, who, in 

1821, had been most anti ... Jackson, were now most forward 

in their praises o 
11Wi th them the former tyrant_ .has become 

a present patr.•iot, the military usurper, an heroic 
235 

statesman." 
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Harby now turned to answer the challenges against 

J·ackson's candidacy. The first objection was that soldiers 

should not be statesmen, to which he retorted: "as' if 

Washington were less worthy to be trusted, because he was 

the soldier of liberty; as if Jackson evinced military 

talents alone; as l.f courage were incompatible with wisdom 

or genius, at variance with virtue; as if glory wer•e not 

consonant to elevated views, or the smoke of the cannon 
236 

could tarnish the purity of Republicanism." 
~ 

Many people pr•otes ted a.gains t General Jackson I s 

choice of Colonel Drayton, a Federalist, as Secretary of 

War. Harby, however, pointed out the honesty of General 

J·ackson, because the latter refused to be caught up in 

the "spoils I sys tern. 11 J·ackson, Harby contended, would 

choose a man on his merits and not because of a 

patronage commitment. As Harby said: 

Colonel Drayton was one of the few-
the precious few, among those 
Federal1.s ts, who pref'erred the:l.r 
country to their party. He abandoned 
a lucrative profession for the pursuit 
of' arms, and the honour of serving his 
native land :i.n any capacity j_n which 
the Government, chose to employ him•<>• 
General Jaokson ••• would have discovered 
talents of a superior grade, unsullied 
honour, and that which he par•ticularly 
desir•ed in the War Department .237 

Ha,rby was f'ar-seeing enough to r·ealize th!:l,t General 

Jackson might not win the Pr•esidential election, and thus, 

he would have to give his readers a "second choice": 



••• should General J·ackson fail ...... should 
masem~~1 overcome merit,~ the 
contest lie between John Qulncy Adams, 
Secretary of State, and William H. 
Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury; 
should i.t come to this point .... that 
Scmth CaroU.na be compelled--§l,nq n2.:!2. 
j:,.111 the,n, to ma'ke her. 11 second. cho1ce 11 

- ... who that wisely regards her interests, 
her j_nstitutj.ons, or her population, 
would hesitate between Mr. Crawford 
and Mr. Adams•, To consider it even as 
a ch~ Qf ~..Yll~, we could no·t hesitate 
to take the least.. Our path lie.s right 
before us ••• ws may yet find a torch to 
guide us on our way.238 

Har-by t,hen began a comprehensive examination of the 

two leadi.ng candidates. He flrs t examined John Quincy 

Adams. 

Harby bluntly said: 

When I pronounce Mr. ADAMS to be 
neither their first nor "second 
ohoi.oe 11 --I truly speak the 
sentiment of both the Carolinas 
l)outhey oppose him on the 
public ground of political 
PRINCIPLES, and form their 
opini.on.s f;r,om his acts and 
writings.239 

He noted that Adams was a good scholar, but his books had 

11never conquered his sectional prejudices• 11 As a ma t,ter 

940 

of fact,, Harby caustically obse:r-ved, Adams 11appears to be 

better suited for a oommemtator on what others do, than fo.r 

do:tng aught himself." In fact, Adams "plays his game, too 

obser,van:t of his .Q.il.£ m,9ve£!_1 to be of ten checkmated ••• Mr. 

Adams slowly captures pawn after• pawn, and leave-a the king 

almost exhausted, to shift around as well as he can. He 
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wins the game by the 'fortiter in rei' never by the 

'suaviter in modo'M•and thus he leaves his adve~sary 
240 

in an angry mood. 11 

Besides describing Adams as a poor diplomat, Harby 

decided to .t"uin Adams' chances of being elected f.t•om 

south Carolina by speaking out on the slave status 

question. He addressed himself to the merchants., 

mechanics, farmex-s, and planters, and in particular, the 

slave ... holding states. He asked of these i.ndividuals: 

Are they willing to support, as the 
;pr•es:tdent of these United States, a 
man who has looked so unwisely on the 
"temper of the times, 11 the character 
of our population, the __ guards, and 
bolts, and centinels !§1il' and principles 
necessary to our prosperity .21..1-1. 

.Harby was definitely afraid that Adams would destroy 

"States' Rights, 11 and as such 11 destr,oy the e;l.!§1,r~~ 

w:hj.ch secures the possession of slaves to their 
21.~2 

owners., 11 And so, he said: 

Mr.. Adams is far from being unexceptionable 
in the South; IV~. Crawford has been tried 
by the fiery · ordeal o:t' his ~~, and 
is found sufficiently pure to be put into 
circulation. 'rhe people rnay, therefo:r,e, 
deem him preferable to lYfr. Adams, and. be 
willing to take him, 11With all his 
:l.mperf'ec tions on his 11.ead" 11 21+3 

Having cr•eated sevc➔ral solid arguments against the 

candidacy of John Quincy Adams, Harby deci.ded to deal the 

final blow to Adams' hopes by saying: 

How far IVlr'. Adams, :tf chosen, would venture 
to risk his popularity tn t,he South, by 
endeavouring to effect the abolition of 



slavel:'y ••• will depend much on the reality 
of hls moral and religious pr•inciples o o., 

Instead of using his talents to promote the 
peace, and prospe.rity of intex•i.2,t,, and to 
maJ.n tain honour, and independence in all 
.Q~J: x•ela tions- ... he murd, busy himself 
in satisfying the demands of his rapacious 
adher·ents, .. -:he must .also use his public 
trust, to compensate individual partizans. 
If he refuse to do this, he must quarrel 
with his own supporters--and having 
brought this to pass, his dis tur,bed and 
comfortless distinction,_ will end with 
his first fou:r• years e244 

Evidently, Harby considered John Quincy Adams the 

most serious challenger to G-eneral J"ackson. He went to 

great lengths to persuade his readers that J·ackson was 

the man for the Presidency, and not Ad.ams. .This ls 

perhaps the basic reason why he picked William H. 

Crawford as the best "second choice .. 11 In fact, Barby's 

material on Adams completely overshadowed what he wr-ote 

about Or•awford o 

As he himself said: 11 I have never. been an admirer of 

Mro Crawford. I have opposed his elevation to the 

presidential chair, l?_efope G~eneral J·ackson was a candidate, 

under the opinion of his unworthiness ••• But, the nearer I 

examine the character and public life of Will;lam Ho 

Crawford, the more my prepossessions vanish, and my respect 

is won~ I did say that the people may take him in. the 
245 

second choice 1wi th all his imper fee tions on his head.' 11 

Crawford was better than John Quincy Ad.ams, according 

to Harby, because his sentiments, emotions, and feelings 

were more Republican, more Southern, mo1"e 
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cons ti tu tional. Harby praised Orawfor.-d as the 11s eoond 

best" candidate for the Presidency on the basis of h:ls 

being a Southerner, a Republican, and a very capable 

Secretary of the 1I1reasury: 

With regard to his conduct as Secretary of 
the Treasur•y of the United. States, it must 
be admitted that Nr. Crawfo1~a. is an enemy 
to extravaganoe ••• he has saved the nation 
several millions.247 

To the unenlightened reader, Har•by' s essays proposed 

that General Jackson was the best Presidential timber to 

be found in the United States, that Crawfol"d was "s_econd 

best," and that AdamfJ was 11 th1rd-rateo 11 Yet, the moment 

the reader paused to reflect with deep introspection on 

what Harby had. said, he found a profound message. Harby, 

1n effect, was saying, 11.At all costs, for the betterment 

of' the United States, Adams must not be elected. 11 

However, Harby was too shrewd a politician to come out 

and openly say this, for it would definitely influence to 

· a negative deg,ree his candidate I s chances of being elected 

:President of the United States .. 'rhus, what he did was to 

speak between these following lines the above thought. 

Har•by beautifully praised Crawford, and at the same tlme 

sa:l.d, 11Ilaect Adams and we wlll all sink together." 

I should. not hesitate to take the democratic 
candidate, Mr. Crawford, with hls sober good 
sense and republican habits, :Ln prefer_ence 
to his rival, lVJ:r. Adams, with all his r 

ar1.stocraoy of cou.1:>t,s, and all the learning 
of the Uni ver•s i ty of Leyden. The Treasur.er 
has less scholastic acquirements, but then 
he has a better knowledge of' men and things, 



whioh, if he does not look at through the 
"spectacles of books, 11 he perhaps observes 
more accurately and palpably, in the temper, 
1•eal fitness, and consistency of our·' · 
1nst1.tutions 0248 

What Harby, in effect, did.in his political essays 

was to show himself a skillful politioano He told Ul!il 

11 ttle about the mer::1. ts of G@nere,1 Jackson, or about 

William H. Orawfor•d.; rather, Harby told us all that was 

wrong w:tth J"ohn Q,u:1.ncy Adams. 1'he result is that while 

Harby was busy condemning A.dams, he left the reader from 

the outset of his essays with the idea of Jackson's 

greatness. Thus, the reader fell into a trap whereby he 

thought that A.dams was not the man to be elected, but that 

Jackson was. The a.ma.zing thing is that Harby failed to ·tell 

the reader what Jackson's policies were! He briefly 

showed Jackson in a positive light, and then spent the 

major part of his .essays showing Ad.a.ms I negative qualities o 

A fourth candidate for the Presidency was Henry Olay 

of Kentucky. Harby, mincing no words, said this about 

OJ.ay: 

If I have not taken Mr. Olay into the question, 
it 1s not that I do not appreciate his wox•th. 
His genius 1a peculiarly Amer1can~-a combination 
of vast but irregular powerso •• Mr. Clay's chance 
will not even oarry him into the House of 
Representatives; and as h1s system of domestic 
policy is at variance with the interests of the 
great majority of the people, they have never 
contemplat,ed him as one among the probable 
tm::ae,.249 

The questions whiah n@w must be asked are: who was 



elected as President, of the United States ln 182L~?-... and 

did Harby' s poli tj_cal essays help the cause of ,Jackson? 

Charles and Mary Beard supply us wi•th the answers. '11he 
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re turns from the polls were so d:l. vided, th.at neither 

Jackson, Adams, Crawford, nor• Olay had a .majority of the 

P.r•esidential electors as :required by the Constitution. Yet, 

Harby's political E"::issays must have had some influence, for 

Jackson.received the most electoral votes and Clay the 

least~ ~Chus, since Jackson did not r 1ece:l. ve enough of t;he 

electoral votes to be declared the President, the election 

was tb:r•own into the House of Representatives, w.here each 

state could only cast one vote. When Olay, as Speaker 

of the House, heard the c:r•1es of the Jack.son hot•des, he 

turned over h1.s small number of electoral votes to Adams, 

thereby giving Adams the Presidency, with himself getting 
250 

the Secl"etary of Statf3 1 S jobo 

Harby did not cease campaigning for Jackson after the 

latter's defeat 1n 1824. In a letter to tTonathan Roberts, 

gsq~, quondam Senator in Congress from Montgomery County, 

Pennsylvania, in 1826, he sai.d: 11.A President of the 

Un1 ted States should be a man 11.ke J'aokson, of immense 

energy, of exalted candour, of the olea.res t judgement., 
251 

of the pur•es t public virtue. 11 In H328, Harby' s 

po Lt tioal campaigning paid off. On March I+, lQ.29, 

General Andrew Jackson took hiB oath of office as 
252 

President of the United States. 



One of Harby' s finest editorials appear•ed in the 

~_.t,her1n J?atr:1.ot of F'ebruary 22, 1816. Harby' s local 

pride influenced him to the extent that he admitted 

that Washington was easi.J.y one of the greatest figures 

of history. It was, however, unfair to call him the 

father of his country, when Fl"'anklin, Adams, Hancock, 

Jefferson--and he now added to the list these South 

Carol:tnians--Governor John .Rutledge, Hen..'r'y Laur•ens, 

and Gove;r>nor Arthur• Middleton 11 dared the front of. 

dangel:" and continued., •• to stand firm to the standards 

of' thej.r countryo The American Republic has a host of 

fathers o tt Hat~by st.l'."ongly felt that South Clarolin:lans 

Rutledge, Middleton, and Laurens deserved. to be included 

among the fathers of the American RepubU.c because of 

the:lr contribution to the Conttn.ental Congress, the 

Declaration of Independence, and above all, their service 

to the s tat,e of South Carolina o All three men, he noted, 

risked their 1.i ves in the se:r•vice of their country; all 

three men were imbued wit,h white hot pat.r-lotism. Harby, 

th€1r•efore, proudly wrote that these men should be 

r•ecogn:tzed for their brave and noble actions, and be 

accorded. the proper 1•espec t and honor due them, which 

had been neglected by historianso 

Within tb.e same ar-•ticle, one w.il.1 find. the. true 

optimism of Harby. He had hoped that fallen ]'ranee would 

conquer her invader•s by her J.i•terature. "'l1his would be 
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the noblest of victories." This ln tu:rn led him to this 

inspired emotional outpouring: 

After ages will begin a new era 
from the date and declaration of 
Ame;r>ican Independence. The 
foundation cm which our Constitution 
is bu.ilt are the laws of Nature and 
of Natur,•e 's God. Until tb.ese are 
overtht•own • ., .we may easlly expect 
perpetul ty to our ins ti tut,ions. 
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CHAPrER S.EVEN ----- ----
ISAAC HARBY AND 11 TH1t REFORMED SOCIE11Y OF' ISRAELITES 11 

Previously, we have observed that Isaac Harby was a 

very capable playwright, critic, essayist, and journalist. 

His real value, however, actually lies 1n the realm of 

religion, specifically--Re:f.'orm Judalsm ~ Isaac Harby was 

the father of the first Reform Jewish institution to be 

establislJ.ed on North Amari.can soil ... - 11 The Refor•med Society 

Of Israelites, 11 which began officially on ]1 ebruary 15, 

1825, when forty-four Charleston Jews broke away from the 

Spanish-Portuguese synagogue, Beth Elohim, to reform and 
253 

liberalize some concepts and rituals found therein. 

It predated Isaac M. Wise's national movement by at least 

fifty years, and was purely local .. Sadly enough, many 

historians have neglected to give Ha.rby his pr,oper place 

:1.n the Reform J·ewish stor'Y• Indeed, in his capacity as a 

religiou.s leader, one can find the most important role he 

played during his lifetime. 

Before we can fully comprehend what Harby 

accomplished, an important question must be asked: What 

motivated Harby, a layman, to help create "The Reformed 

Society of Israelites? 11 1rhe answer is two-fold, one part 

deaJ.j.ng in the secular vein, while the other, the relie;iouso 

Secularly speaking, Charlei.:i ton, during I-Ia~by' s 
r 

lifetime, was one of the greatest ur•ban and cul tu.ral 

centers to be found l.n the United States. 1l1he Charles ton 

- - - ------ -- - - -- -- - -- -- - -- ---- - ~~ 
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Jews, in fact, had won a position of' respect, sometimes 

even of distinction, having greatly profj,ted by the civil 

and religlous freedom they enjoyed. from their f1rs t 
254 

entrance into South Oa.t"olina. Obviously, therefore, 

the Charleston Jews did not feel tweatened by any 

detrimental external influences. 1rhus, we can assume 

that co,'t"dial .relationships existed between the Jewish 
255 

and Gentile communities. In fact, the social 

intercourse was such between tl'.iese two communities, that 

probably many Jews assimilated into the predominately 

Protestant community, due to the fact of the rigid quality 

o:f J'udaism found at Beth Elohim. Harby, in an effort to 

eliminate this unfo.r•tunate situation, helped form 11The 

Refo,ttmed Society of Israelites. 11 Theref'ora, "The Reformed 

Society of Israelites" was created to close the flood 
.256 

gates of assimilation. 

A second reason as to why Harby led the movement to 

form 1111he R(1formed Society of Israel:l tes II had to do with 

the J'ewi.sh religious community. L. C • Moise wrote that, 

"the autocratic Spanish and Portuguese community of Bevis 

Mar.ks, London, wh.ich was the real parent of Beth Elohlm 

of Charleston, still wleld.ed its iron hand in the lives of 

its members. Strict or•thodo:x:y demanded uncompr.,;:,mising 

obed:i.ence to dictates whose severity could only be 

explained by the civil and political disabilities under 

which England fot•merl.y labored, and the consE-)quent 

- - --- - - --- - - ---------------~- ---~ 
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necessi.ty of those in authority to :r·equire rigid 
257 

conformity of conduct, to laws of chu:r"ch and state. 11 

The wo1~•ship service at Beth Elohim was about thr•ee 

hours :1.n lengt,h. ~P.he en t11"e li tu.l:"gy was in Hebrew, and 

i.f read and chanted dist:l.nctJ.y, would last about f1ve hours. 

Yet, in actuality, the r•itual was chant,ed. and read 

without clarj. ty and very rap:tdly, so that the congregation. 

was often noisy and irreverent. Offerings were rendered 

in the Spanish language, and wer·e not necessary ln the 

support of the synagogue. English, in fact, was never 
258 

used wi.thin the synagogue ritual. Abraham J)l.ioise, in 

addre:rnsing 11 The Reformed Society of Israelites" ln 1826, 

noted that 11 
••• substance has yielded to for•m, the 

relj_gion of the hear 4 to tb.e observance of unmeani.ng . 

forms and cer•emoni.es ~ While we ar•e forced to wj_ tness the 

impious exchange of the hon.ors of the Synagogue for• a 

consideration in pounds, shillings and pence .. " Ee 

complained that instead of the true religion of Moses and 

the Prophets, J"udaism had, thr·ough the trad:t tions of the 

Cabal:i.stic and Talmudic writings and. 11 the erroneous 

doc tr•ines of the Rabbins, 11 been corrupted into a sys tern of 
.. 

"mental thraldom ••• so full of sophistry, 11 that Reform must 

come unless Israel was to be 11 enveloped in utter darkness." 

A. Moise finished his clmr•at"}terization of' Beth .Elohim by 

noting that 11 their whole form of' worship might have been 

regarded by the indiffer•ent spectator as the idle and 

- - - - - -- - - -- - ------- - ---- - ------~ ------------
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unmeaning utterance of mere sound, r,ather than those pious 

appeals to Heaven, that uplifting of the soul to G-od, · 

which bespeaks a heart filled with meekness and piety., and 

a mind deeply penetrated with the sacred responsibilities 

of religion • 11 In fact, the youth became pa.r•tially 

insensible to other considerations connected with their 
259 

duties to society. Isaac N. Cardozo, addressing "The 

Reformed Society of' Israelites" in 1827, completed the 

true picture of worship practice at Beth Elohim. He 

observed that ther·e was no semblance of order and decorum 

in the serv:l .. ce. In fact, he strongly resented the 

prayers beh1g read only in Hebrew. Cardozo wanted to use 

the language of h:ts own country, English, within the 

worship service, English, he said, "would open the eyes 

of all to its {£'he religious servicy great worth and 

utility: a proper piety would be felt; an a,'t"dent and 

devotional love excited; and our faith become st,rengthened 
260 

in the affection and fortitude of its followers." Thus, 

Harby, due to the above two reasons, was unable to contain 

himself.' within Beth Elohim, and therefore led the fight 

to establish a truly Amerj.can form of Judaism. 

Secure in their belief that the president and the 

members of the Adjunta LBeth Ii:lohim' s board of trus teey 

would. seriously consider removing some of' the defec ·ts of 

Beth lt:lohim's worship service, forty ... seven members of the 

congregation formulated a "memori.al II in 1824 and presented 
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it to the congregation. 
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In pointing out these defects 

of Beth Elohim's worship service, the memorialists sought 

11no other end, than the fu tur•e we1far•e and respectability 

of the nation LYewish community." They could "not consent 

to place before their· chilclr•en examples which a.r•e only 

calculated to darken the mind, and withhold f.:r•om the rislng 

gener.•at:i.on the mor•e rational means of wor•sh1ppj.ng the ·true 
262 

G-od • 11 

The :memorialists PX'Oposed the following: l.) to 

abridge the serv:i.ce, thus removing mere l'epeti tion, he,s ti:), 

and improper reading; 2.) to repeat, in rmglish any 

important Hebrew prayer, r.es ting this pt•oposal on the plea 

that there must,first be underatanding, lf any lmprovement 

of the mind or heart was to b~~ hoped for•; 3.) to supply an 

.F;nglish discoursE~ through wh:l.ch the people, could become 

acquainted w:tth the ideals of their fathers; 4.) to 

eliminate the custom of giving offerings in support of the 
263 

synagogue; and 5.) to curb all attempts at assimilationo 

In formulating their, creed, they omi tt,ed the belief in the 
261+ 

coming of the personal messiah, and also the tenet 
265 

concerniug bodily .r-esul."'r•ec tion o 

In order to soften the :i.mpact of the ttmemorial II upon 

the adjunta, j_ t was cor:iclud.ed w1 tJh thls soul.-s t,i.rring 

appeal: 

We wi.sh not to over•thr-ow, but to rebu.1.ld; 
we wish not to destroy,-·but to r..~!21:!fl and 
revise the evils complained of; we wish 



not to abandon the institutions of Moses 
but to }dD.9.-.,§~~a and £bS0l:''.Y2 ~; in 

1 

' 

fine, we wish to worship God, not as 
E!Ja.ve_@_ 9:f' }?).e,1;;9_tr.,y !?-.llii 2r•ies tcr•aft, but as 
the enlightened descend.ents of that chosen 
race, whose bl.esslngs have been scattel:'ed 
thr•oughout the land of' Abpaham, Isaac, and 
,Jacob .266 

This 11 m<:=)morial II was r•eturned with the following 

Sir--The J:-:remorial f'or'vi·arded by your 
author,i.ty to the .Parnass:tm and Adjunta, 
was submit.tea. by the:, former to the 
cons:tdera tion of the !'.r :i.Y,?., te ~dj_un~ o 

On its b(:,ing r•ead and gone through by 
the Secr•etax•y, the Par•nass I1resid.ent 
declared it his duty to pr•onounce the 
same contr0 ar,y to Cons ti tut ion; and 
therefor•e could ~j_ t £,Q. ~. o o 

I am directed by tbs Parnass to 
communicate to you the :r.oree;oing, and 
to ~11:!rn th.§. Memorial; and acc~~~ingly 
enclose the same without delay,267 

In short, this "memorial" was rejected without discussion 

or right of appeal. This petition was declared 

uncom-J ti t,ut;ional II inasmuch as the cons tl t;uti.onality ot sald 

petltion depended. upon the r:1i.e;natur0 0El of a certain number• 

of subsm:-uib:i.ng m(;,mbars of the Congregation, which number :l.t, 

was impossible t,o obta:Ln, without inolud.:i.ng a large po:r0 tion 
268 

of' the very body before whom lt was to be la1do 11 'l'he 

F'ourteenth Oonsti tutional Law was the one used b.Y the 

Adjunta to show how thh~ 11 mE,morici,1 11 could be r•ejeoted: 

l:1hould any law of thiB Com-i tl tution prove 
detrimental to the interest of this Oorigregation, 
or requ:i.re an altera·\~ion; or Lf. any n@w law bE:1 

found necessar,y, t.he Par.'nass:lm and the i.1.d.junta, 
shall have power· to call, or by a peti.tion of 
two, .. thirds of all the subscribing Ya.chidim 
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Lmembe:r-s in good. s tandine7' ex.elusive of the 
members of the Public or, J?r-ivate Ad.junta, the 
General Ad.junta j_n, connection wH,h the Pr:l.vate 
Adjunta, who shall convene to take lnto 
consideration, such alteration, amendment, or 
new l&i.w; twenty of whom shall f'or'm a quorum, 
e,nd. 1:.>elng adopted by two-t,bJ.rds of them, and 
not otherwise, shall become binding and of full 
force in this Con3r'ega tion ~ 269 

Evidently, both the J?ubU .. c and P,t"ivate Ad;junta 

thought that th1.s 11memor1al. 11 could be rejected and that 

the forty-seven Israelites, who submitted it, would cease 

to :rebel and complain. They were conv1nced that these 

rel 1gious insuborcUna tes would gladly rr:1 turn to J:ie th 

Elohim, licking their wounds, and thereafter be meek and 

,subser•vient to the adjunta author:lty. ~~his, .however', d:\.d 

not happen. 

After this genuinely peaceful attempt at refol:"m .had 

failed, the d.issente.r-s formed a riew cong:r1egation o Thus, on 

November 21, 182J+, 11 The He formed Society of Isx-aeli tes 11 

. 270 
came into existence~ It openly proclaimed a faith 

wh:1.oh could gr•ow as well as be in ha:rmony with the countr,y 

where t,hey l:L ved o No longer woulcl. they su.bmi t to a. 11blir1d 
-

observance of the Cf,remonial law, 11 but would 11devise ways 

and means from ti.me to t;trne, of r,evising and alter,ing such 

par·t,s. o ~of worship, as are inconsi.stent with the pr'esen.t 

enlightened state of society, and not in accordance with 
271 

the li'ive Books of' Moses and the Propht'i~t,s • 11 

. 
The new cone;rega tlon began at once :t ts woJ?k of refox11 m. 

Early i.t was reallzed that the leader•sh:lp should not; 



ll2o 

remain in a layman's hands. Accordingly, 1t was decided 

to ''educate a youth or youths or the Jewish persuasion, 

classically in the English, Latin, and Hebrew languag1Js, 

s~ a.a to render him or them fully competent to perform 

Di vine Service •• caooording to the tru.e sp1r1 t of 
272 

Judaiam. u 
. 

uThe .Reformed Society of Israelites" wa.s soundly 

influenced by the Ha.mbu.rg Reform movement of l817~18l9o 

In ta.ct, both the :former and the latter were in agreement 

on the following points: l.) the cleansing of the liturgy 

from needless repetitions and certain late accretions; 2.,) 

the introduction Qf a sermon and prayers in the language 
273 

of the land ; 3o) mus1o would take plaee within the 
274 

liturgical service ; 4.) the ceremony of Confirmation 
275 

was to be introduced. It must be noted, however, that 

where the Hamburg group CE)ased reforming, the Charleston 

one did not. ''The Reformed Sooiety of Israeli tea H took 

four more majox, steps, which were qui ta rad1oa.l fot• their 

time. In the reforming of the liturgy, they omitted, on 

the one. hand, the traditional tenets that declared belief 

1n the coming of a personal messiah, and on the other 

hand, rejected the tenet concerning the bodily 

resurreotiono The third new change was the resistance to 
276 

rabbinical interpolations• The ''Society, 11 as· a result 
-

of this, was probably both a.nt1--Talmu.die and an't1"" 

Falaet1ne in attitudes. The :fourth and most radical step 

I I 

i 

I 
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was that the congree;at:i.on worshlpped with uncovered 
2'77 

heads o This was, indeed, fa.r· too modern a step 

:for t.he modest German re.former•s. 

In passing, i.t ls well to note that 11 'I1he Reformed 

Society of Israel:i.tes 11 added 'to the l:"Gjected "memo.rial" 

the ideas o:t" having i.nstr•umental music in the set"vi.ce as 

well as the ceremony of Confirmation. In fact, the 

"society" went so far as to be hostile to any rabbinical 

interpolationso It dropped the idea of preventing any 

people assimilating, because it would itself provide 

the nec:ldr:,d stop-gap. 

"'rhe Hef'ormed Bocie ty of Israel1 tes II reached another 

mllestone when Isaac Har0by, Abr•aham Iv1.0ise, and David No 

Car•valho, in 1830, compl(Jted i_ts prayerbook, Sabbath 

Services anc1 iY1iscellaneous Rr:~. j\.q,22ted 12.Y. ~ 

Refor•med So~y of Isl:"aeli tes.. L. G. Moise wrote about 

this pr0 a.ye:r11book that 11 :lts language :i..s classic. It has no 

similar•ity to the He,mburg Refo.rm Ser•vice published in 

1819 o 
II He noted tl:'.1.a t 1 tB au thor"s followed the Beth 

Elohim service, except :Ln "the Articles of Faith, Services 

for Weddings, Conf1rmation, Circumcision, and the Naming 

of' a Daughter. And for• the first time, JL'nglish hymns 
278 

were included in a Jewish Prayer• Book • 11 Wi t,h all due 

s i.nceri ty, the authors, in the preface of' this ~prayerbook, 

sald that U~ey did not want "to restr•ict the faith or 

conscience of any man. Let each one believe or reject 
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what his heart and undertaking ••• may rationally dictate 
279 

to be believed or• rejected." 

1rhe most influential man in. this movement was Isaac 
280 

Harby., His finest piece of writing was a "Discour·se'' 

deli ver•ed in Charles ton, November• 21, 1825, befor•e 11 '11he 

Reformed Society of Israelites" on their first 

armi versary. Here are a few exce_r,pts of the man I s genius 
281 

in speaking out for the causes of a "reformed Judaism": 

In the short revolution of a single 
year, what a spectacle does your society 
pr•esentt Y'ou began your career with only 
a handful of men; some of them not yet 
determined how far their fears or their 
wishes rn:Lght cr:i.rry them. Your opponents 
falsely prophesied that this 11 har:idfu1 11 

would soon melt away, and the "Hefor•rned 
Society of Israelites" d.:Lssolve into alro 
But the spirit of the constant among you 
has been d.iffused throughout the whole 
mass, and'you can now enumerate a 
re spec tablE:;1 number o •• 

'What 1s it that we seek? 11 he establishment 
of a new sect? No; never ••• 

What is it then that we ask of the Hebrew 
Vestry LAdjunt§.IJ•, The abolition of the 
ancient language ,and fo.r1m of J'ewish worship? 
B'ar• fr•om it o •• Our des ire is ••• to tb.l'."ow away 
rabbinical interpolations; to avoid useless 
repetitions; to _r,ead and ob.aunt with solemnJ.ty; 
to recite such portions of the Pentateuch and 
the Prophets as custom and pr,,actice- have 
appo::i.nted to be r·ead in the 9.tj,_gig.?'~· lJ.§C!~, 
but to follow such selections with a 
tr•anslation in E115~, and a lfwture or 
dj,,scours e upon the law ••• ins true ti ve to 
every age and every class of society ••• Is 
this sapping the foundations of our 
venerable faith? No ••• this is strippi~g 
it of' foreign and unseemly ceremon~Les •• o 

beautifying that simple Doric column.~. 
which raises its plain but rnassy head amid 
the ruins of time and the desolation of 
empires~ ••• 

- - - - --- - - --- - - ---- ---~-- - - --~ ~- ---~ 
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'.rhe bigot tells you seek not to 
1.md.er~ t;an~. what :l.s ab~ve your, comprehensi.on; 
see.k not for reason, wb.er•e you have only 
t2, exercise falth. But the lear•ned king 
li3olom.on,7 har.➔ said, 11Wisdom is too hie;h 
fot• a foolf, but those who seek wisely >she,11. 
find good, and the pr•overb of the heaven 
gift,ed Solomon i.s con:f':l..rmed by the doctrine 
of philosophy, which tells you t,hat fal th is 
the result of rational demonstration, not 
of blind acquiescanceo•• 

The te.mper.atur0 e of out" proceedings shall 
dise,:t"m hor:--i t,ili ty; and the author:l ty, the 
true legitimate authority of the BIBLE on 
which we act, will lull the vigilance of 
b:le.;otr0 y to sleep. e .we wish to abstract, 
not to add--to tak.e away whatever :ts 
offensive to the enlightened .mind; but 
to leave in l tB OX"i.ginal grandeU!" whatever' 
ls worthy to be ut·teJ'."ed. by men or to be 
listened to by the Deity. 

This is the course of things which every 
politic, eVf:)T'Y moderate man must pr,·efer' to 
the most successful schismo •• It would prove 
a victory over ignorance accidentally 
possessed of power, a victory over prejudices 
the r'esul. t of long h,1bi·t: a vie tot'Y indica tl ve 
of the moral influence of' the J·ews of Ca_r,oU.na: 
a vict,ory that would make 11AMBITION, VIH'FUE .'11 

115 .. 

Harby' s II Dlscourse rr i.mmedia te1y evoked praises fx"om 

outs tandine; men of M.s day~ Thomas J eff'er,son wrote to 

Harby upon hi.s recei vi.ng his copy of the 11 Discouroae 11: 

11Nothing i.s wlser than that all our, j_ns t,:1. tutlons should 

.keep pace with the advance of t.1.JnEi and. be impX''OVEld with 
2El2 

t,he 1mpr"ovemen t of' the human mind o 
II Edward Livings ton, 

an important Ame:raican statesman between the yea1:-as 179L~-
28:.3 

1836, wrote Harby tha·t 11 1 should be ungr'a t.eful., j_f I 

d:1.d not express my thanks for the pleasure 1 have recel ved 

in perusing the I Discoul'."Se I you have been so good as to 

send me; a pleasur,e somt,What j_ncr•eased by findlng the most 

1, 
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l1beral sentiments expressed in elegant and classical 
28L~ 

language ••• 11 In :fact, Edward Rutledge o:f South 

Carolina, then Y.'f:;1c·t;or' of Obrist I s Church at Stratford, 

Connec ti out, wrote as king the author for mor•e :Lnf'orma tion 

in behalf of hlmself and all other 01.1.ris tian minis te.rs in 
285 

the State of Oonnec·t;:1.ou to The Charles ton New,& and 

~.±.fil:, in reporting on the 11 Discoursca, 11 quoted an 

anonymous critic of' a northern paper: 11 I:f' l,vlr. Harby had 

neve.r wr•i tten anyth:lng but that address, his name would 

deserve to descend to the latest, posterlty as that of a 
286 

superio:r• and independent thinker. 11 Dr. Samuel G·ilman, 

in reviewing the 11 Discourse 11 fo:r• the Nor•th ~ 

Review, called the movement a "spontaneous impulse towards 

better things, not, produced by foreign v:tolence o.r• 

solicltati.on." His keen insight required him also to add: 

11what all the power and cruelty of all the potentates of 

Europe could nevex• have wrung, by f'or•ce or br,ibery, f"r•om 

the persecuted r•emnant of Is:r'ael, ii:) now taking place 

1..m.der• the :1.nflu.ence of gentler." c:1rcums tances." Dr. Gilman 

ref'ex•red to Har•by as c~ fine liberal thinker and sald that 

11 he has all the a:rd.o.r and co.nf'idonce of a r'1:~formet" to whom 
287 

obstacles are stimulants r•ather than clJ.scoLtr'agements • 11 

Ha1"'by and his uDiscourse, 11 however, wer•e not above 

Bevere cr,iticismo .A Oongr·egatlonalist of' H:i.chmond., 

Vir·ginta, tore Harby and his 11 D:i.scou:r.•se" apar,t by bluntly 

charglne; that: 

- ---- ---- - --- -- - --- ----~--------~---- -------~----------
- ' ~ "'= .... ~ -- ~ "-"" - • < ' 
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'rhe zeal o:e this gentleman(who pr'esents 
hi.msel.f to notice :i.n the character of e, 
reformer) :i.s to us a little paradoxical 
for. i.f we at'® rightly informed he has 
not been a member of the Jewish 
congregation fol'." the last Ton Years or 
su·bj ec ted himself to any inconvenience 
by conformi.ng to either• 1v1osaic o;ru 
Rabbinlcal laws o We fea:r• he knows too 
little of the citizens, t,heir orlgi.n, 
force, or valu1:.1 and/or· that l:'.Lttle is 
indebted to Hebrew writers.288 

J?robably, this Oongr'egatlonalist was a fi:Pst-class 

f'undamentallst Chr:Lstian.. He most. likely d1d. not oar•e to 

e,ee any t'eliglon refor•mE.~d or made relevant. He could no 

doubt, sense t.l-10 raU.onallty of m3..rby 1s appr."oach to 

Juda:\.sm, and thus he wrote: "The author, of thE, addt'Erns has 

unmasked the canon of l'.'eform agaios t the f'ort.r.es s of 

Judaism. He advances with the banner of skepticism 

displayed with intent to weaken the force of prophecy and 
289 

to clestroy ancestral customs that e;r0 ow out of the Law." 
~ 

In :t'ac t, th:i.s anonymous author called Har•by "an a theist of 
290 

the :eirs t or.'cler.• ••• cUssa tis f ied wj_ t,h his own reli.gion." 

It cannot be claimed that Isaac HaJ."by was the 

originator• of the :modern J?efol"'m in Jewlsh worship. 'I'he 

t,r•ue founder, of the Hef'or~m movement had. been Is:rael 

Jacobson, a successful German buslnessman* He had 

es tabli:shed a temple at Oas sel, Wef:1 tphalj_a, whc:,,r•e his new 

.ideas, re ,j ec ted by the orthodox r'abb:ls, w,3.'t'."e incorporated 
291. 

in to the wors.h:1.p serviee. L:Urn Ha.rJb.Y, Jacobson was a 

layman 1 and. s lm:1.larly, was :Ln tores t,ed in the welf'ar'(-l of 

his fellow J·ews in an enllghtened age. 

I 
' i 

" I: 
i 
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David Philipson, i.n bJ.s The Reform Movement in. 

Juda1sn!, clai.med that the Char•leston movement had no 
292 

leade:r. e If. he referred to the lack of a r,abbi, b.e was 
293 

cor,rect, because laymen read the services and delivered 
294 

the s ermon.s 111 In fact, Harby was its first appolnted 

spokesman, the first chairman of its most important 

committae--the committee on correspondence--and its third 

president (1827) e L. C. Moise has accurately observed that 

Isaac Ha:r•by was II the leacU.ng spirit and the grea teat moral 
295 

force of the refox"ma tion. 11 

In 1826, ,ius t two year•s after• it was formed, 11 'rhe 

Refo:r.med Society of Isr·l-'1.el i. tes" dee 1ded to build a house 

of worship. It appealed to the clty of Charleston for 

help to er1ec t a "new temple to the s e.'t"vice o:f the 
296 

Almighty. 11 Evident,ly, the "Society ff dl_d not ~•ecei ve 

enough contrj.butions to build their· hou.se of wor-ship, tor 

on May 7, 1833, a meeting was h<-3ld for th<➔ dissolu t:Lon of 

11 'I'h<➔ Reformed Society of Isr11 aeU. tes. 11 ~t1hus, after• eight 

years of" uninterrupted and i.nspir·ed effort, a meetine; wari 

held for w:Lnding up the 11Socie ty 11 's aff a.:l.r's, at which j_ t 

was decided to return the original bu.ilcUng donat:l.ons with 
297 

accrued interesto And so, the first organized strug3le 

for r0 eform amonc tb.e J·ews of Arner:1.ca was over. The 

principal causes for t,he 11 ;3ocj.ety 111 s d:Lssolution ·were 

tb.l'."'ee-fold. Perhaps the paramou:n. t cause fot• ·the "Society 11 

having failed was the loss of its leader, Isaac l~rbyo In 
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1828, he left Char•leston for• New Y-ork. Ci.ty, bErnause he 

could no longer pr,operly suppor·t his family. 'I1he 

11Society 11 continued to function for• :f.i ve mor•e years, but 

with the leaving of Harby for .New Yo:t:"k City, it lost its 

guiding lie;hto The second and third causes L. C. Moise 

cor,rectly noted. He per;ceived, on the one hand, that 

pressUY."e was exerted upon tl1e "Society 111 s members from 

those connected by family ties; and., on the other' hand, 

the fact that the movement, was ahead of lt.s time, because 
298 

the masses were afraid to risk the experiment. 

Although the 11Socj_ety 11 was disbanded ln 1833, wj_th 

the former' .r-eformex•f..~ retur,ning to Beth Elohim, by 1836 

they wielded so much lnfluence, that they managed to elect 

as Rabb:i. o:e Beth Elohim, lVJr .. Gustav :Poznanski, whose 

oonvlctions were :i.n hat11mony with the refor,ms of the 
299 

1-Iambu:r.g '11emple. L. C. :Moise was qui.te right when he 

observed that 11 su.ch an event clearly attests the 

persistence of the movement eJ.ght yea.r's aft,er the death of 

Isaac Barby and thr'ee years after the dissolution of the 
300 

Refor.,med Society,. 11 

It is somewhat of an enigma that little attenM.on has 

been paid to this early Reform Jewish movementq All of 

the sal:tent points whtch the Charleston ReformEH'S used 

have been j_noorpo:t>ated into the later Ref'o1:"rn J·ew:l.sh 

movement of Isaac 1v1. Wis 0 and Da v:1..d .Einhor•n. It is 

evident, therefore, that the giants of the later Reform 
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movement- ... Davld Einhorn, Isaac lVi. Wise, 1vrax Lilienthalt 

Ber•nard Felsenthal, Emil G. Hir,sch, and Samuel Acller--

knew little or nothing of what had previously ocurred 

in Charles ton. It is rather dlff:1.cul t to explain this 

fact, because Isaac M. Wise, following his application 

and vis 1 t to Charles ton, was elected JYllnis ter· of Beth 
301 

Elohlm i.n J.850 .. 

L. c. Moise corr.·ectly noted that, 11 the Ohar•leston 

movement was of minor importance because it lived but 

eight years and was isolated from 3reater achievements 
302 

that followed," It must not be forgotten, however, 

that the leader1s of this early J;~.merican Reform movement 

wer•e heroic pioneers. 'l1hey breathed the spirlt of 

Arner.'ican freedom anc1 libe.ra11ty ~ They were caue;ht up in 

a new era, where a man was given the :might to speak and 

think as he pleased. Thus, tbJ.s Li. tt,le group of men 

dared to revolt, to have a "minor r•evolution, 11 against a 

stringen-t Orthodox Judalsm, which took no co3nlzanc0 of 

tr.le changing times nor of the enlightened masses., 11 2~:b.e 

Reformed Society of Israelites,'' in its constitution, 

ereed, and prayer•s, def'ini tely re:t'leo ted much of the 

Republic's new laws and institutions. The leaders of the 

Cha.r•leston movement were businEHrn men, who knew li.ttle 

about their• relie,;ion. Ye·t, due to the inf"lu0n9e of the new 

and :Lnvigora ti.ng :\..deals of Amer:Lca, these men exhibited a 

cUs t1nguished Jewish leao.ers hlp o 

rrhe controversy s tLr.•red up by the Charles t.on ,t"ef'ormers 

-- -- - -- ---- ---- -- ----~ - -- - -- ----- - -----------
-- ,.! "~ cc.~ •,-- ~'- ~ -~~ _..,,_ 
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throughout America was reflected in a letter by Abraham 

Moise to Isaac Leaser, the epokesma.n of the Orthodox 
303 

Jewish oauae in America. Leeaer, in trying to nip the 

bud of Reform Jud.a.ism, attempted to establish an 

ecclesiaatica.l authority e;overning every J·ew in America • 

. A.o Moise, full of wrath and disgust, cauatj.cally roared 

back a.t Leeser's opinion concerning the setting up of a 

pan~American ecclesiastical authority: 

What chance do you think our voice would 
stand in a multitude of sticklers for the 
old system with all its defects and 
blemishes? I would not, however, have 
you to understand from these rema:rkm, 
that I regret the institutien of your 
plm.n: on the contrary, I am rejoiced at 
it~-r am highly pleased to discover that 
you have ta.ken the ala.rm, that you regard 
our p~ogress as of sufficient 1mportanee 
to eause your apprehension, by inducing 
the efforts you are now making to bind 
the people still st,r,onger and :1.n such a 
way as may hereafter effectually prevent 
them, as you may suppose, from following 
in our footstepe.304 

Moise cunningly insulted Leeser by inferring that the 

latter ought to be a.shamed in permi.ttins the use of his 

name "to build up a tot,ering system, that f'rom ita very 
305 

nature, cannot be lasting." Indeed, these early 

American reformers did not suffer from guilt feelings as 

muoh as their German counterparts did. 1rhe American 

spirit of liberalism was truly felt by. theme Charleston 

reformers, and no one man or idea could cause them to 

cease their activities. Isa~e Laeaer, the death of Isaac 

Harby, and the dissolution @f 11The Reformed Society of 



122. 

Israelites II were only impedj.ments in the way of' American 

Reform J·udaism. These Oharlestonian reformers faced these 

challenges, and in the long run were the victors. We need 

only to see that in 1836, when lYir. Poznanski was elected 

as Rabbi of Beth Elohim, the reform element of the 

Span:tsh-Portuguese synagogue had. succeeded in electing a 

man whose convictions were in harmony with 11Reformed 11 

306 
Judaism. Although Harby was not alive to see his 

movement falter, yet then succeed, he was the genius 

behind the movement. He gave it the impetus that it 

sorely needed, as well as his enthusiasm and hie gifted 

leadership, We therefore can truthfully say that Isaac 

Harby was the founding father of' American Reform Judaismo 

- - - - -- -- --- ----- - ----- --- - ----
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C ONOLU§,I,Q! 

We have now concluded the investigation into Isaae 

Narby's life and his writings. The time has arrived, 

therefore, when we must distill and crystallize sGme @f 

the key 1ns1gh't,s about the character (l)f Isaac Hal"by-.. ... 

. author, critic, teacher, religious rebel, husband, and 

man. 

Harby was the pr~ud poesesser 0f an above average 

intellect. He was keenly aware 0f this situation and 

therefore capitalized up.on it durine; his entire lifetime. 

Using the full force of his intellectual p@wers, Harby 

tried to be a creative ind1v1dualo He was not satisfied 

with the typical dramatic wGrks of the early ninet.'1J.enth 

century playwrights, so he tried to create what he 

thought was a better pr@duct. He was not pleased with the 

Orthodox Jewish ideology of Beth El@him 1n Charleston, 

Sou.th Carolina, so he led the movement to constitute a 

true i'orm 0:f' American Juda1sm4) 

Harby was also a. tireless worker. It is difficult 

to imagine an individual of today deing all the things 

which Harby did in the early nineteenth century. Harby, 

11 ving in a less organized society than ow:•s of today, 

managed somehow to teach, write playm, essays, and 

articles, edit a newspaper, make speeohee, organize a new 

form of Judaism, and still be a husband and father. 

Evidently, he was so highly organized, that Harby knew 
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how to make the ultimate use of h:ls daily schedule, and 

still have time t,o lead a fairly normal life. 

Another insight about Harby was his love of a puzzle, 

challenge, or• fight. He was always ready to solve any 

problem or difficult situation. Ha leaped with great 

pleasure into the literary criticism of "LeSage and 

.De8oU.s II or 11 Ode to Napoleon Bou.napart,e • 11 One ce.nnot 

dismiss the battles that Harby and his cohorts had againsti 

the adjunta of Beth Elohim or• his editorial remarks about 

conscrlption in 1815. His white hot patr•iotism pl.Ufl the 

immediacy of the great, events of his day offered Harby 

much meat upon which to fatten his caustic wit and chid.:i.ng 

sarcasm. Har•by I s fighting spirit, mad.e hlm a very 

opinionated individual, and gave him a definite 

personality. 

On the debit side of the ledger, Ha1:~by had two weak 

points. The f1rs t one was that he was a 11 qui t,tex• • 11 After• 

his third play had proved to be his tM .. rd successive box 

office failure, he quit wr-itine; plays .. Harby ceased 

being a playwright because the playwr1ght's path was too 

rocky for him to tread" Harby had talent, and if he 

would have continued his efforts in the r•ea,lm of drama, 

he probably would have been successful., 

r11he second weakness of Harby was that he did not 

always abi.d.e by his 11oode 11
; namely that his obj@ot:tvity 

was often diluted by his emotions. Had Harby been less 

![ 
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apologetic and far more honest with his dramatic and 

literary criticisms, he would have risen to greatnesso 

Harby was too gentle and too kind in dealing with 

personalities. He could not separate himself from his 

emotional leanings long enough to become aloof and coldly 

objective. 

In essence, Harby could be compar•ed to the acorn that 

·never f'ully ripened into the oak tree. He had many 

potential qualities of greatness, but they never became 

actualized. One can point his finger and note that his 

early death, his "quitter" attitude, his emotionalism, all 

contributed to Barby's slow ripening process. Had Harby 

lived longer, perhaps he would have grown into a man of 

some gr-eat literary stature. This question can never be 

answered, for his untimely death cut off any possi'ble 

answere 

"' 
II 
11 
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