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DIGEST

Hashomer -Hatzair is a Socialist-Zionist youth movement
with ‘brﬂh&hll‘ih Igracl and many coﬁ?tri.: of the Diaspora.
Founded in Eastern Europe during and immediately after the
Firsﬁlworld Nar; it w#s established in the United States and
Cénadai in 1923. The mqv.mnnt‘placnl a strong emphasis on
aliya to q‘kibbutg.of the bebutz Qrtii Hashomer Hatzair; and
ifsjvémnkiean ﬁrédu;t§s h§Va Hﬁlp.d to establish a number of
kibsﬁtzim in Israel. Vi | |

Founded in New York by a han&fgl of immigrant young

people from Kishinev, the movement soon grew. In 1932, it was

the first movement to bring a shaliach (emissary) from Pales-—

“tine to work with its members. By 1936, the movement reached

itmrhi§h point7of approximitcly three thousand members.

In  the yuirs immndfatélyv pri@r to World War II,
Hashomer Hatzair was rife withAintarnnl coﬁflict over the
proper approach to the coming war. éowe members, influenced
by th.b Trotashyist moyemcnt, advocated a policy of
"revolutionary daefeatism, " viewing the fight as a

continuation of other imperialist wars. Others, eventually to

Vconstituta the majority, advocated a policy of "fighting

fascism within and without.” With American entry into the
war, leaders of the Trotskyite faction were ejected from the
movemeant. Many shomrim (members of Hashomer Hatzair) served
in the U.8. and Canadian military forces.

After the war, shomrim participated in illegal
immigration to Palqstiﬁe and subsequently in smupggling arms

to the new State of lsrael. Many immigrated to Israel, and

¢




the concommitant leadership vacuum severely weakensd the
movement. During the HKorean War and the McCarthy period,
Hashomer Hatzair and its adult affiliates (Progressive Zion—
ist L.anuﬁ, Americans for Progressive Israel) were investi-
gated by the FBI. The movement was suspected of violations
including advocacy of draft evasion and being a foreign—
controlled political organizationy; the movement was alsa
suspected of being a Communist front. None of these charpges
cdu;d be substantiated. Hﬁwever, the éftermath of the Red
Qcar., when combined with the above-mentioned leadership
vacuum, almost killed the move#gnt.

In subsequent years the movement recovered somewhat,
but never excesded 500 members. In 1985, it was in a pericd
of severe d.éliné, with a total membership of under g25@.
Although there have been repeated calls for the Kibbutz Artzi
to close down North American Hashomer Hatzair, it stili

exists and continues to form parinim (settlement grdups)

deatined for the Kibbutz Artzi.
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DEDICATION

Yarorn  Zamir of Kibbutz Ein Dor was the son of American

- shomrim. - His parents, - Yehoshua (from Rochester, N.Y.) and

Rama (from Chicago) were memberas of Noerth American Kibbutz

. Ql:ya Daled ahd fouhders of Ein Dor.

Yaron WaS a- praduct of Bhomer edueat1on. Taught to love

.'peace,: ‘he ~answered his country's call to war. In October

1978, He wrote a poem in his diary. The final stanza read:
o And that same small detail —-— world of hatred
With' the same peaple and melody of protest
They can now arise and . scream te the world:

Engagn Billzmn L

L One June 6, 1982, the first day of the Lebanon War, Yaron
Zamir was Killed during the Israeli conquest of the Beaufort.
He - ‘was among the first: -of more than 69@ young Israelis to be

"*sacrzficed ‘intthis vain and unnecessary war, the brainchild

of “an-Isvaeli leadership totally opposed to all that Yaron,

._his ‘family and -his- movement stocd for.

_hass«'than~awmonth~1ater,~“on July 3, 102,000 Israelis
gathered in Tel Aviv to protest the continuation of the war.
The - rally was called-under the slogan taken from Yaron's
poem, “Dai L'harog, Emough Killing!" I was present at that
rally, ‘and I remember crying. as Yehoshua Zamir's open letter
to-the prime minister, “in.which ‘he guoted his san's poem, was
read to the gathering. Yehoshua's letter, and the outcries of

many other parents whose sons were taken from them for no

potd reason,. surely had their impact in eventually putting an
end to the madness.

Yarorn Zamir was a shomer, and he well represented the
Jewish and human values of his movement. His death was a loss
not only to his parents and his k:bbutz, but to the future of
Israeli society.

This thesis is dedicated to his memory.
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HABHOMER HATZAIR: THE EUROFPEAN AND PALESTINIAN BACKGROUND
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gggnJ Commurnity to Revaluticnary Marxism) E1lkanah Marpalit

L writes:

" The subject of my work is Hashomer Hatzair in

Eretz Yisrael. But even at the begirming of my
research I came to realize that it is simply
impossible  to. understand the phraseclogy of
members of Hashomer Hatzair in Palestine, and
the mamer of their reacticon to their rew
reality, without - clarifyirng the characteris—
tics of the "ecollective character’ which crys—
tallized in Hashomer Hatzair abroad, ‘in Gali~
cia and Poland,  duririg - the years 1913 - 13&@;
that 1is  tao say,  without urderstarmding the

Jorigins - of. Hashamer Hatzair iw Palestine - fram.
a free and exclusive youth mavement abroad.l

'whét Maréalif sé;d onHashamer Héfzéir iﬂrﬂaiestiﬂe isg
equaliy true of the mqbeﬁaﬂt in the Urited States and Carada.
The histoary and ideclagy of Hashomer Hatzair in Narfh America
carn only be uﬂderstood if &ﬂe bears iv mind that the movement
heré .was but dﬁe (and ome of the smallest and weakest, at

that) of many brarnches throughout the world. Although there

~were some local variations in aspects of Hashomer Hatzair!s

ideclogy and praogram, the maovemernt throughout the world“was
remarikably uniform. (This was particularly true after the
establishment in Palestine of the Kibbutz Artzi Hashomer
Hatzair in 1927, and the subsequert decision of the Kibbutz
From the world headquarters of the movement, first in Warsaw

and then at Kibbutz Merhavia, there flowed a contivuous

stream of ideclogical and educatiornal publications, magazires




and the like. At the same time, the movement in the Diaspoﬁa‘
saw itself always as directed towards Eretz Yisrael, and
indeed a steady stream of aliya served to replenish‘ and
strengthen the Kibbutz Artzi. Thus, despite cbvious differ-
ences im local realities, Hashomer Hatzair was ard is &
rémaﬂkably-unifﬁrmlworld movenerit.

~,

- This chapter-will serve as a brief survey of the origins

Cand ideclaopy: of the Hashomer Hatzair world movement. I will

. .. v
describe the origins of Hashomer Hatzair in Central  and

Eastern Eurcpe during the First WOrldAWar, the early idinflu-~
erice. of the‘Eadew~paw911”8cauting"movement, the German Wan-—
gggxgggl’and."Free Yaouth Mdyement", and Martin Buber and his
circleu Then I will discuss the first aliya of shomﬁim, part
of  the Third Aliya which begarn im 1819, This period was
highligﬁted by the foundirig of the Kibbﬂtz Artzi . Hashomer
Hatzair in 1987 and the c¢rystallizatiom of Hashomer Hatzair
ideology as a separate and distinct trend within Labor Zion-
ism. OF particular interest at this time is the rew orienta-
tiorn away from the mysticism and romance of the early years
and towards a distivnctly Marxist and Borochovist ideoclany.
More tanpgenmtial to the North American youth movement,
but wtill of importance in uwnderstanding the iddeoclogical
develapmert within Hashomer Hatzair, wered: the fournding of
the Socialist League (1836), the Hashomer Hatzair Worker's
Farty, and everntually of MARAM (Mifleget Ha-Foalinm Ha-Mewche-
det, the United warkerg’ Farty) inm 1348. Urigue to Hashomer

Hatzair among Zionist youth movements was its support of a

bi-maticmal Jewigh-Arab state ivn Falestire ard covsisternt
?




cpposition to partition.

I 'Haahmmer Hatzairs The Early Years

The institutioﬂs of the Hashomer Hatzair movement regard
1913 as the year of the movement's foundivrg, and armiversa-—
ries  of the movement are célebrated and commemorative publi-

cations issued according to this assumptiorn. Thus, im 13243
' [

the world movemernt celebrated thirty years of its existerce

oy

3 ‘
f ' and in 1963, 5@ years. But in recent years, Elkanah Margalit

hag  cast doubt on the movement's gererally self-accepted
accaunt of its own origins. ﬁﬂf
Accerding  to the "officlial"” version of the early years,

Hashomer Hatzair grew out of two separate groups, Hashomer, a

Jewish scouting group alaong the line of the BEritish Bay

Becaouts organized by Bader—Faowell, and Zgirei~Zion, "a study
‘ 4

grouwp  orn Zionmism and for Jewish cultuwral activities.” The

two supposedly merged in 1913, arnd thus, combining elements
of both rnames, Hashomer Hatzair was born.

Margalit’s recent researqh into Hashomer Hatzair, haw--
ever, indicates that the chrorology that is gererally accept-
y ed within the movement is incorrect. Margalit discovered that

the Galician precursors of "what would later be called Hasho—

meyr Hatzair'” were "scattered asscciations for sports  and
scouting, which were founded ga. 15311, amd in 1913 united and
took for themselves the name '"Hashomer!', iﬁspiréd by "Hashao~—

mey " {garly self-defernse orgarnization of Falestiniam Jewish

picresrs - CLA) - [land] asscociations that called themselves

¢
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Tzeirei Tziornn (rot to be confusedeith the party of that
mame) which arose ca, 1903 éhd were educational civeles for
the improvemert of Judaic krowledge.!" The groups merged,
according to Margalit, irvn Vierma inm 18163 at first they@wgﬁ
called‘ theﬁselves "Shomrim Tzeirei Tziew”" and later simply
"Haghomer, " The name Hashqmer Hatzair was not, it seems,
e

adopted until 1919, at the group!'s cornvertion in Lodz.u

The. social backgraund of bath proups was similar. Mem-—
bers of the two orpganizations were primarily the sang and
daunghters of middle class Galiciarn Jews wha tended taward
assimilation. They were students of the Folish gymrmasium or,
more rarely, the German. Their parents might er might not
have spokern Yiddish at bome, but the larmguane of the childfen
was Folishs indeed, scome of them considered themselves "Paoles
of the Mosaic faitﬁ.“ Very few of the early. S8homrim were
children of Hasidic or other Orthodox pgroups; few were WGPH*
ing youth or ather.méﬂwstudents. THeir parents were mostly
from the established sectors of Galicianm Jewry: merchants,
agents, free professionals (dcctars; lawyers, etec.) and even
some who were owrers of rural agricultural estates. RAs might
be expected fram tﬁis sacial backpround, most of the early
literature of the moavement —; even publicatioris that appeared
in Vierma during the World War I pericd -~-- was in the Folish
1aﬂguage.6 The appeararnce of what would later become Hashamer
Hatzair

must be understaod first and foremost against

the backgrouwnd of the Ziomist awakerning in

Galicia, against the backgraound of the varied
literature and Jouwrnalism of the [Ziecrnistl

v




‘mevement in Yiddish, Hebrew, Folish and Ger-
mary- - and specifically against the background

of the studert societies ~— the Ziocnist gymna-
sreiasts  and . the coarps of Zionist academics
which arcge in Galicia from the '8@s, anrd
cwhose . members came. from abservant as well as
free-~thinking homes. The youth from the obser-—
~vant o haomes: received,: obvicusly, a religicus
o education and learned Hebrew. From among them
~. came - the  first group leaders who began to
- spread  the Hebrew larguage and drew the chil-
“esdren of the free~thinkers/assimilationists to
- ,Judaism.vlThe Zicrist movemernt in Galicia suc—
ieoeeded ever atoits begivmring to win cover  the-
best. of the studerts, ircrnically ercugh from

»Qz5;~the“assimilatianist»hames, evern though part of

this. yauth tended toward the Folish socialist
o mavemert: Yo toward: assimilation ir the style
“of "Poles of the Mosaic faith.,"7
o These early groups were, on the Whole, not party-oriernt-—

edj most of  their activity consisted of study of  classic

Jewish and Zionist literature, sporting activities, and cul~-

ture programs. They did pay the Zionist "shekel! and support—~

ed  the Hasel pragﬁam; but they did rnot in any way actively
encoulrage or support the aliya aof their hembers. In many
ways, these early graubs were Jewish imitations of the (Gen-
tile) ﬁolish'Bcouting movement , with its stress o military
discipline, physical health and development, emphasis on
order and cleanliness, and development of self-reliarce.

The ﬁutbreak of the first World War shoaﬁ Galician Jewry
ta the core.k Its homeland became a battlefield; at the very
begirming of the war the Russians invaded and reached the
cutskirts of Cracowy they dia rnot withdraw entirely from
Balicia wntil 1917. About half of all Galician Jews fled: to
Hurngary, Moravia, Czechoslavakia ~— but principally to

Vierma.

Ever after the war, conditions could hardly be said to

]




have improved. The war of the non—Commurist powers against
! §

 thé_H0lsheviks continued until 1320, Galician Jewry was split
v'béfﬁéewiwtﬁé_Poles and the Ukrainiana, who were at war with

éééh";thér. ﬁqgﬁﬁms broke out on both sides of the dividing
 iiﬁé; a{ few hundred Jews were killed,‘ many more ingjured,

VvaﬁPESted"and exiled. Thqag Galiciar Jews who remained in

Vienna krew, of course,  of the fate of their friends and

'rélativeé.\They'themselves’ccnfrmnted unemployment and severe

pqverty in Vienna; families were left permiless when Fathérs»
;ﬁd Holaef ”brotheré werarmobilizéd.intm the Austrian arny.
fﬁ;% Q;s thé backgrouﬁd thch gave rise to Hashomer Hatzair.

Qcco;diﬁgv 50 Margalit, thé Vienﬁé Feriod (or Vierma-—
Galicia Pefiod, simce caﬂtacf witH Galicia was never com—
plefely rcuti off) was the formative cone in ‘the, grawth of
Hashﬁmer Hatéair and its particular characteristics. In Viern—
na, Balician Jewish youth came‘into cmﬁtact with "the West"
-~ avery though they contirued to pgo teo Peolish-language
schools and héd little‘success in attracting natiQe Viermese
to their group. The Western influernces of Vierma contirumed to
be felt for a long time.

In Vienﬁa, Galiciarm Jewish ycuth erncountered the "Blau—
Weiss!, the German Zionist youth group. The Galiciarm Jews
were both'attraﬁted and repelled; attracted by the "freedom"
arnd '"matuwralness’” of the German youth, but repelled by their
minimal Jewishress and Ziornism. Alsa in Vierma, the eariy
shomrim were influenced by the German "wandervopgel!” and their

idealagy of a youth culture in opposition to the decadent
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mores  of adult society. Of more lasting impact was their

cortact with Martin Buber, his circle and his pericdical Der

Jude. . Buber lectured at the ken (lit.: nrest, the term for a

 logal chapter of Hashcmer Hatzair) in Vierma and, after the

wary - visited the kern in. Lvav as well. His influernce would be

felt. et only in Eurcope but also in the early days of Hasho-—

mer-Hatzair in Falestine. ?Indeed, even though Hashomer Ha-

tzair would later turn fram mysticism to Marxism, EBuber had

ar - engeaing relationship with it and with MQQQM urtil the end

of  his life.) By mid—1918 the Vierma ken rumbered about 40@

shomrim; it is possible that at the height of the refugee

influx the Vierra Ker achieved a mehbership af 1@09@. With the

'vend of the war, the facus of the movement shifted ta Galicia

proper; 1argest and most prominent of the kKinim was that at

a8

Lvov.

Yaakav Chazan, orne of the early leaders of Hashomer
Hatzair, described the early days of the movement in the
Diasporas

While we struggle stubbornly to master the
ability to converse in Hebrew amorg curselves,
we dare to be in the fromt rarks af those then
fighting for the revival of cur Hebraic cul-
ture. The "Kinim" where we meet become lively
springs of Hebraic atmosphere, exciting is-
lands of Falestiniam exuberarnce in the dismal
Diaspora’s sea. 8till juvenile, our Galician
movemert fights am cobstirnate battle for Hebrew
irn the schools, crganizes the students! strilke
in Lwow and is its mainsprirng. In Paoland, we
become omne of the leading supparters of the
Hebraic schaol, of "Tarbut”. 8o it is wherever
the Movemert appears.S :

The movemert grew anmd spread throughout Eastern Eurape.

Im 1924 the first World Assembly of Hashomer Hatzair was




held, brinping together shomrim from Poland, Galicia, Lithua-
nia, Latvia, the Soviet Uniorn, Rumania, and the Free City of
Damzig - (Bdansk). At the time the world movement numbered
vll;mﬁm. The Ehropean movement comtinued to exband; by 1933,
an-the eve of the destruction of Européan Jewry, there were

7@, 388 . shomrim, mostly concentrated in Easterrn and Central
' 1@
Eurcpe.

o~

~As indicated above, the early European Hashcmer Hatzair
WaS hot the socialist orgénization familiar today. But al-
ready in those years, the first stirrings of é socialist
- Zignist viewpaint were felt:

Frggm  our earliest days, we possessed a deep
hFstorical, natiocnal and sccialist intuition.
Evern before we were fully acguainted with
Ziemist theory, we were orthodox Zionists
craving for accomplishmernts. Noat kriowing Marx,
we already surged with a socialist enthusiasm
that demanded actiocrm. Even before Borachov was
revealed to us in all his greatrness anmd depth,
we pguessed at the rnatuwre of Jewish labor's
decisive task in the remnascence of e
naticnal and scocial life. il

Already at the begirming of the twerties, the PRalish
movement in particular stressed the study of Marxism.
It would rnat be altogether true to say that
at the begirming of the twenties, Hashomer
Hatsair was still completely strange o Marx—
ismy it would be more exact to say that Marx—
ism had rot yet become a general thecretical

starting point and guide in choosing its path,
as it is today. 1&

II. The First Shomer Aliya
The Third Aliva was a comparatively large wave of

immigration which followed or the heels of the World War, the




Balfour Declaratian, and the award of the mandate over
Falestine to GBreat Britaim. The begirming of Hashomer Hatzair
immigration to Palestine was a Third Aliya pherncomernorn. The

very first shamrim arrived in 1919y in 1880 and 18321, about

ERE  arrived, although many of them subsequently either left

the country or goined non-ghomer frameworks. For the founding
corvention of the Hiatadrut: in 1921, Hashomer Hatzair ran a
Jﬁiﬂt list, cal}ed "The New Immigrarts", with Tzeirei Tzion
ard Hechalutz. #here were 4 Hashamer Hatzair delegates to the
second conventionm of the Histadrut in 1823, which would
translate into about 200 Hashomer Hatzair vaters.ld

The early strength of the Hashomer Hatzair immigration
was dissipated somewhat due to the lack of crganizational
ties bétweem Hashomer Hatzair groups in  various countries.
(As roted earlier, the foundirng convention of the Hashomer
Hatzair weorld movemernt was rot held urtil 1984.) Groups of
Hashamer Hatzair immigramts dispersged throughout the country.
It was rot until 1924, the same year that the world movement
was orgaﬂiied in Ewrope, that Hashomer Hatzair in Palestine
united. Even at this‘poiﬂt, there was same objectioriy rnumbers
of  shamrim  had  in the meanwhile been absorbed into other
political frameworks (such as Ahdut Hafvoda and the Gdud) and
demanded freedom of actionm for rnew shomrim arriving in  the

14

Country.

The most commorn employment for Hashomer Hatzairvr  dimmi-

pgrarts durirg the Third Aliya was in road-building. This was

a urigue and formative experiernce rmot only for  shoameimy  the

Bdud HaRvoda and the Kibbutz HaMeuchad also grew owt of  the
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period of road~building. Jewish youths, mastly urban and
oftern urnused ta physical labor, fouwd‘themselves remaste fram
civilization and engz@ed im hard physical endeavor. No fagi-—

lities were availabl®, and thus cammunalism was a recessity

of life: - coammumal kKitchens and dining halls, whatever social

and cultural 1ife was aVailaple, and pay equality. The shom—
rim, whether they were alore in their roaadbuilding crew or
together with immigrants frcm other groups, formed an inde—
pendeﬂt éommunity with its owrn particular style and esprit de
ggﬁgg. Shamrim wofRed o the Haifa ~ Jedda, Tiberias - Tabha,
and Mazareth - quia roads. Dnbthe Haifa - Jedda rocad, thaough
working together with the Gdud HaRvoda, they fqrmed an auto—
romous grouwp (Gdud "Shomria") under the leadership of Morde—
chai‘ _ 8hernhavi and PAbba Khoushi, later tmo become mayor of
- :

Haif‘a.jﬁJ

Orne of the smallest groups, but (at least in Hashomer
Hafzair legend) the most influential, was the commure of 26
settlers at Betania Ilit. ‘This periad, in the eyes aof those
who went through it anmd thase who wished they had, was
"wrapped in mysteries, and pgave rise to worder.” The Betania
flit commune was rnoted for the intensity of its proup 1ife,
and iwv particular for the intimate and confessional sichot,
oy group discussions, that often lasted all night. This firsg
commune was considered the “eagle’sbﬂest”, (kerr n!sharim, a
pur  ort  the word "kKen'" which conrictes a branch of  Hashaomer

Hatzair) and the source of the commural ideals and lifestyle
16
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A literary product of Hetania Ilit was the first edition
af  the "Hashomer Hatzair” jJowrnal to be published in Eretz

Yisrael. Called HKehilliateru ("Our Community") it was a 20@-
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plus page collection aof diary entries, poemns, letters and
esgays by the members of the Hashomer Hatzair settlemernt. The
sfrang ties to Martinm Buber and his circle are evident fram
some of the pieces; included in the publicatiorn are a letter
from Buber's associate Bhmuel Hugo Bergman, as well as  a
letter to Buber fram one of the settlers, "Eliyahu.” In his
letter, addressed to "the belaved Martin Buber, my companicarn
and{ ny teacher” (re-i virabi) and written im an artificial
and difficult bto'understand Hebrew, Eliyahu describes the
daily lifé at Betania Ilit. He expresses regret that, al-
though "I Kriow how greét is your place in the life of our
community, I alsa krnaw —~ ta the point of pain - that marny of
My comrades who are here do ﬂaf rec;gnize the solid bridge
which cormects cur ways, and do not see you as the bearer of
the burden. . . the burden which you bear for us, whose
weight we were able to shake off cnly because of you. But I
da recognize you as such ~ not the famous author, Just the
marn whose pitcher overflows fram his reality to my reality,
wha ecalls for freedom of the peaples out of the cormcerr’ and

the love that is in salitude, wha buwrns with the flame of
17
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Hasidism « . .

The group at Betaria Il;t, Joeined by others, crystal-—
lized by the mnid—-192as ag the first kibbutz «of Hashomer
Hafzair, Beit Alpha. %he three ather eérly kibbutzim which

were involved irn the founding of the Kibbutz Artz were Merha-

?
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via, Ein Shémer, and Mishmar HaEmek. Other kibbutzim Ffounded

- earlier by wnon-shaomrim, such as Garm Shouwel (1921), alsa

Joined othe HKibbutz Artzi and adopted Hashomer Hatzair

ideclagy..

' iIi.>The Kibbutz Artzi Hashomer Hatzair

The ramantic pericd af the early shomrim was not to last
long.  As  the rnew immigrants became absorbed in the counmtry
and j#ﬁ 1abqr.Fcrce; they were confronted with the conmflicts
in Palestinian society betweer worker and employer, between
various pﬁlitical streams, and between Jew and Arab. They
cduld no longer be concerrned only with the internal rieeds of
their own group. This period led to tﬁe developmént of Hasho-
mer Hatzair's - unique Marxist Zionist viewpeoint. The late
FPeretz Merhav, one of the leading Marxist theoreticiarns of
the Kibbutz Art=zi, saw this development as a natural oaut—
grawth of the ther—prevailing conditioms in Palestire:

In the same way that Hashomer Hatsair had
earlier tried to apply arnalysis and scierce to
subjects like pedagogy, psycholagy, philasc—
phy, etec., it row attempted to answer the
prablens of sociology and politics. Wher it
attacked these problems scientifically it
caunld only come to a socialist outlook and
Marxist conclusions: class strugple, interna—
tional solidarity (with workers thraoughout the
world and with the reighboring Arab laborers),
support for the socialist comstruction in the
U.8.9.R.y, etc. As alert youths seekirg the
rocts of things and believing iv complete
realization, they were less apt ta choocse the
compramising reformist version of socialism
than the revolutiocnary one. 18

Merhav's viewpoint is essentially verified by Elkawrmah

Margalit, a mnor—-Marxist (though scocialist) chrormicler of the
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Israeli labor movemert:
* - LHashomer Hatzair’sl platform presented its
Taown  type . of Marxist Zicornist Socialism. This
cinterpretation was the fruit of much practi-
" cal, bitter experierce in Palestirne . . . dur-
ing the Fouwrth Aliya, and not the praoduct of
Cany consisternt indoctrination. It was more of
a reacticnr on  the part of a unique youth
- movemernt that  was disappointed by the harsh
~reality in the country during the twenties. 19
VV*Iﬁ many: ways, the ideclagy that Hashomer Hatzair arrived
' ' ' ~ 20
at. was crthodax Borochaovism. The relatiernship betweern the
two aspects of Borochovism, revoluticnary socialism and pic-
neering  Zicnism, rwas explairned by the Hashaomer Hatzair-
developed "Theory of Stages."

Hashomer  Hatzair did mot like to call itself Boeialist
Zionist,'but rather bath Reanutionary Bocialist and Picneer—
ing Zianist;' The two aspects were not iderntical, but rneither
were they in conflict., Rather, they were complementary. Ac—
cerding to the Theary of Stages, differernt aspects of the
averall ideclagy would predominate at differernt times. In the
firgt stage, the Zionist aspect would predominate; this waould
be a time of constructiorn, of immigraticr, and establishment
af a Jewish majority in Palestire. This is rat to say that
the scocialist aspect would be forpotten entirely, but it
wonld take a back seat to natiomal scolidarity. Ornce the
Jewish majority had beern achieved, however, the soccialist
stage would be reached. This would be the period of class
struggle and socialist revalytion. The Thecry of Stagpes was

importarnt irn allowing' Hashomer Hatzair to participate in

Zigmist constructivism and to cooperate with other parties




withinm +the Palestirian labor movement without abarndorning
altogether (as Hashomer Hatzair would ofter accuse MARAI of
daing) its commitmeﬁt to eventual revolution and the estab—
lishment: of wofkers’ hegemc-ny.dl

A unique third aspect, besides revaluticrnary sacialism
and pioneering Ziocnism, of the develaping Hashaomer Hatzair
ideclany was "Kibbutzism." This was not a substitute for
clags struggle; it was-ﬂﬁt encugh merely to create a social-—
iét society withinm the kibbutz while igrovring the capitalist
mature  of the surrcunding society. Irdeed, creation of the

kibbutz was irn and of itself tao "swim against the stream"

given the capitalist rature of society, but the kibbutz was

ta play a raole in the larger society as well. Maximum deve—
lopment of the kibbutz ideal was made possible by education
frém childhood and by the "orpgamic kibbutz” which would allaw
for maximum perscomal freedam and democracy. Each kibbut:z was
ta enyoy & great deal of autonomy; but the kibbutz as a whole
was an "internticrnal cammunity" whose members should share a
though +the HKibbutz Artzi Hashomer Hatzair did everntually
coaperate with ron—kibbutz elements that shared its pgerneral
approéch, life in a Palestinian kibbutz was seen as the ornly

rnatural and correct ocutcome aof participation in the educa-

ticmal yauth mavement, whether in FPalestine or the Diaspora.

IV. Later Developments
With the crystallization of the ideclogy of the Kibbut=

Artzi Hashomer Hatzair by 1327, cne pouwld say that the pro-
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cess of developing arn ideclogy was completed. What followed

was, thern, not development of an ideclogy but rather applica-

:}ition,véf"that ideolcgy to events and developments of the day.

applicaticrn would lead to the founding by the HKibbutz

- Hashemer Hatzair of the Socialist lL.eague in Palestine,

ftHe5HésHQMEﬁ Hatzair Worker's Farty, and of Mapam, all prier

thé:éreatiaWJmF'%he State of Israel. These developments

‘fhétfhave—a,direct organizational impact on the Hashomer

zair movement in Nerth America; but the stands and tactics

adopted by these proups would be reflected in the positions,

arid

Hashamer Hatzair.

'Qlﬁeady by the early 193@5 many urban left socialists in -

Daleétine were disabpwiwted by the '"reformist!" (i.e. I
Marxist, mcn—rerlutionary) tendencies of the main labor
party, - MARAL, FSame af them began to form themselves into
groups afv”Hashmmer Hatzair sympathisers, " and the Hibbutz
Artzi council of 1935 de&ided to support and erncourage these
mnoves, but wot to the extent of forming a rew pmlitical
party.

A party organizaticon did come into existerce two  years
later, haowever, when the "Sccialist League in Falestirne' was
founded as an uwrbarn political ally of the Kibbutz Artzi, to
spread its ideclogy among city workers and to garner  their
support forr Hashomer Hatzair stands iv the Histadrut and
cother arms of the Yishuv., The Scocialist lLeague served only as

a temporary step, and there were soorn demands withim  and

“the werk withirn American Zicnism, of North American
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withaut the Mibbutz Artzi to abandom the dual-orgamization

appraach and create one unified Hashomer Hatzair paolitical

péﬁty;' These demands internsified wher, i 1841-42, Hashomer

CHatzair wom over 20% of the vetes to the Fifth Confererce of

the Histadrut. Hashomer Hatzair was now the largest opposi--
tionm party, second in size‘mnly to MARAT. It was clear that
thé bulk af Hashomer Hatzair's political support was coming

ffom outsidéAthélkibbutzim. 8till, there was hesitaticn on

the paft of the kibbutz léadership; omly when it became clear

b(through ‘the expulsion of the left-leaninpg "Siah Bet") that

MARAI  had becqmé a refarmist and rnon-revolutionary party was
full unity agreeﬁ to;‘ In February 1946 the Boeialist League
and  the Kibbutz Artzi Hashomer Hatzair topether qumed the
v e .

Hashdmer Hatzair Workers? party.hh

vThis framework was to last only two years, but'they were
twoe oruecial and stormy years in the development aof the Yi-
sHLlv. The Hashomer Hatzair Workeris FParty set  itself in
oppositicon  to bath thé BEritish Mandatory power and ta calls
for a Jewish state in part or all of Palestine. Opposing

=3

Partition, as it bhad aopposed the FPeel plan in 1937,h it
supported irnstead a planm for a bi-national state with power
to be shared equally by Jews and Arabs. 1t supported, aleowmp
with the Ihud group of Bﬁber, Magrnes and Ernst Simon, the
"League for Jewish - Arab Rapprochement.” It created Sifriat
Foalim (Worker's Library, one of the largest Israeli publish-—
ers) amd the Center for Frogressive Culture, headed by the

poets Avraham Shlonmsky and Leah Galdbern.

Ircomically, that part of the Falestinian labor mavemenrnt
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that was closest to Mashomer Hatzair ir its social outlook
was distant from. it in its view of the solution to the Arab-
Jewiéh ponflict. Ahdut Hafvaoda {(the former MAFAI "Siah Bet!)
éﬂd Left Poalei Zion (a pricr MARAT splinter) ccpposed the
bi*ﬁatianalism of Hashomer Hatzair and proposed instead a
&
"Jewish soccialist state {h all of Falestine." : This was
based en the assumpticon that canflict betweer the two maticns
Was inevifable and that na attempt at compromise would prove

workable in practice.

With the adopticnm by the United Natiorms of Fartitiom in

1947, arid the subseguent outbreak of war between the Yishuv

and the surrcurnding Arabs, both the bi-nationalism of Hasho—
mer Hatzair and the demand of Ahdut Hafvada for a state in
all of Palestirne became thearetical at best. This being the
case, the twao groups mergea or the basis of their Marxist
Socialism. Thus was borr MQPQM, the Urited Workers' Farty,
which was to win 19 seats in the First Kresset and become the

largest appesition party.
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THE EARLY YEARS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN MOVEMENT
The Backmpround

The Europearn Hashomer Hatzair mavement, as we saw in the

previous chapter, grew up as an independent and auwtormomous

youth movement. It was not the "youth section” of am  adult
party, and thus was free to develop its own ways —— many of
which remained urnique to Hashomer Hatzair. The growth of the
Eurcopearn moavemert was prompted by the conditiorns in  which : ;
Jewish youth found itself, and was an attempt at responding
to these conditions. Ewropean Hashomer Hatzair developed, in k
af the Baden—Fowell S8Scout movemethaﬂd the BGerman 'Free
Youth', for the most part there was little for the mavement
ta imitate in creating itse own character, There were no real
models to follow. |

The American movement arrived on the scene some five to
tern years, depending orn the chronology ore accepts, after the
birth of the warld movement. By this time there was a well-—
developed symbolism and sense of group identity. There were
shamer caommures in Falestirme, arnd the distirctive picreering
Zimist and revolutiornary socialist idecloagy of the Hibbutz 1
Artzi was begirming to develap. There was already a "shaomer
well” from which the new moavement could driri.

North American Hashomer Hatzair at its founding, besides
havirg something of a model to emulate, differed significant-
1y fram its Eurapearn counterpart in cne important respect.

While the Eurcpean movemert was seen by its founders as a

e




response to conditions of the surrouﬁdimg society, the North
Qmeriéan movement started as an attempt to recreate something
that..had beern left behind ﬁverseas. Viﬁtually all of the
éérly‘éhcﬁrim were immigrarnts who had beer in the movement im
‘Eﬁédﬁe; indeead, mast  of theﬁ had beer shamrim together in
‘HiShiﬂEV. Irn some respects, in its early years the American
moveﬁenf résembled a young p;aple’s landsmanshaft. This would
réhéﬁge “with'éimeg as the gateé of immigration closed, the
Qmeriéan mavement had to reach out to raen—immigrant Jewish
yduth ar'if would die. Yat, in adapting to Americarn Jewish

society, Hashomer Hatzair refused to give up its distinctive

character.

I. fhe First Shaomer Group

The history of Hasﬁamer Hatzair in Qmericé is pgenerally
dated from the establishment of a kenn in  the Brownsville
secticn of Brmaklyn‘in late 1383. However, prior to this ken,
the lowmpgest corntirually operating Hashomer Hatzair group in
N&rth America, there was at least orne earlier attempt at
establishing a Hashaomer Hatzair group in New York. Umtil
recently, almast nothing was known about this group, which
left behind only orne document -~ the oldest North-American
related document in the Hashomer Hatzair Archives, Givat
Haviva, Israel.l

The dacument in question is an urnsigred letter, on the
letterhead of the "Hashaomer Organization of New York" to a
Bernyamivm Dror of Haifa. Iw this letter, dated 15 Octaber,

1922, the writer tells of a donation of $233 which the organ—
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5iiafion:59ﬂt to Hash@mer Hatzair in Falestine for the support
< Qf;?§s~§ql1thives. The doratiorn was sent through the Actions
vﬁgéhﬁifﬁe?, of the Histadrut;~ but no ackrnowledgement was re-
v;éggv%dlu aﬁdvthe aéﬁderé were tfaubled. Perhaps the money had
‘;QQELEéeg beceived? ‘Had‘samething govie wraorng?  The writer was
V‘Wiiliﬁ§ t; éaﬁd a fgrther donatiorn, but would rot do so until

'aﬁ 5ckﬁ0wIedgemen£ of the first donmation had been received.

The' writer alsg tells Dror that He has heard rumocrs of

the anthology recently published by the shomrim in Eret:z

Yisrael (the reference is apparently  to Kehiliatenuw, the

publicatiaﬁ of the Eifanya Ilit commurne). He requests Dror td
send twﬁ‘capies of thé anthuiqu, and closes with the tradi-
tional Hashomer Hatzair greeting hazak y'ematz (be strong and
af good cﬁurége). There is no re&ard af Dror's response  to
the-graﬁp cr aof any further corresponderice.

.It will be rnoted that the argarnizational letterhead, in
bath Hebrew and Ernglish, refers to the sernding pgroup as
"Hashomer” and rnot "Hashomer Hatzair.!" However, the use of
the égmg; tinua (movement symbol combining Jewish and scout-
ing elemernts) on the letterhead, the ;homer greeting  "hazak
viematz" and the fact that it was‘addressed to a Hashomer
Hatzair group iv Haifa leavé ricx doubt that the sernder was
somecre  who was familiar with aﬁd identified himself as part
mf the Hashomer Hatzair world movemewnt.

Writers dealing with the origins of Hashomer Hatzair in

North America have besw puzzled by this sclitary document,

writtern aover a year before the establishmert of the first




MW Hashqmer Hat=air group. The transcript of an interview

with are of the founders of the Brownsville gQroup, Yaakov

s

Leverberg, may solve.the mystery. Levenberg states that a
DE. Ham%or, a dentist who had beern in Hashomer Hatzair in
Eufdpe, tried to arganize_a group in New York a year o so
before _the Brownsville kern got off the ground. This graoup
lasted a few months and then disintegrated; ore of its mem—
bers, Qafow Kafp, later found his way inta the leadership of
the BFGwﬂSVilleikEﬁ. Ferhaps it was this early, ursuccessful
group which corresponded with the Palestimian movement and

sent it Financial support.

I11. The Brownsville Ken

The Ileaders of whaf would become the first successful
Hashomer Hatzair grwuﬁ in North America shared a similar
backgraourd. Fof the maost part, they were very recent immig-
rants to the United States. They were in their middle-to-late
teens, and thus were a few years younger than the founders of
Eurcpearn Hashomer Hatzair. Most of the members of the Browrns-—
ville ken had beern members of Hashomer Hatzair in Euwrape;
though they often dreamed of aliva, they were still nder
parental cantral anmd thus, willingly or rot, followed their
parents to the United States. Most of these shomrim hailed
arigiﬂally fraom the Ukraine or cther parts of Czarist Russia,
and had spent time durirng the Russian civil war as refupees
i Bessarabia, which was then urnder Romanian corntrol. In

Ressarabia, particularly in Hishirnev, they came imto contact

with slightly older youths who had beer in Hashomer Hatzair
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in wother parts of Easternm Europe. At least three of the
eventual leaders of the Americarn mavemernt -- Yosef Wilfand,
Yosef Farber and Avraham Zeiger —— studied together ivw  the
same class in Kishinev, ir a schoal finarced by the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.u

The‘ immigrants of 1323 represented the last wave in the
flood of Easterrn Euwropearn immigratian that radically reshaped
Qﬂd redirected American Jewry. The first restrictiQe immigra—
tion act had beern passed im 19213 the Immigration Act  of
13924, passed shortly after the arrival aof these yourng immig~
rantg, would all but seal the pates.

The PAmerica that the rnew immigrants fournd was that of
the "Roaring Twerties." The intermatiornalism of Wilsorn had
been rejected in faver af the '"normalcy” of Warren G. Hard-—
ihg. Frohibitiorn was the order of the day, but it was honored
as much in the breach as in the observance. American society
was beirg pulled inm many directions; simultanecusly with the
isolationism of Harding and the sacial conservatism of the
Eighteenth Amendment, America experierced a flowerimg of arts
and letters and a rerewed fascination with the Left.

The Jewish world, tao, was sending out mixed messages.
Althaough for most Jews the desired goal was accoulturation
into American scciety, New York Jewry and that of other large
cities witressed the continued flowering of Yiddish amd He-
brew literary and artistic creativity. The Zionist mavement,
especially im the wake of the EBalfour Declaration and its

subsequent ratification by the League of Nations, flourished




e but it was that particuiarly Americarn type of Zicrnism
fepresented by Justice Lowis Brarmdeis. Though Bramdeis and
hié slate had been defeated at the 1321 cenventiocnm  of the
Zi%nist Orgarmization of America (ZOAR), he continued to set
the  tarne. "In the 128@s Zionism was American because it was
buginesslike, acultuwral iv emphasis, and philanthropic. By
tailoring its appfuach to fi% the temper of the decade, the
Z0R Eénd the Zionist mmvemént as a wholel was able fo irmsure
its own éontinuity."4

O0f eroursge, the Broawnsville that these nrew immipgrants
faund ;thEMSelves iv was rot typical America; the rewcomers
lived iw neighborhaods which were almost entirely Jewish,
where VYiddish was the lingua franca, where one could, and
aften did, exercise leadership (as did Zeiger upon his arri-
val) Withaut kriewing a werd of Evglish. (Activities  were
cafried avr ivm Yiddish ¢r Hebrew, and movement records were
képt entirely in Hebrew.) But as much as Browrnsville was mot
mid-America, it was alsa rnot Kishirmev, There were difficul-
ties in adjustivg to Americar societyy there was lormeliress,
there was ncstalgias

It was matural that the first thing which

wonld happen on ouwr coming to a new land would

be that a maostalpia wauld arise for the prior

courntry. And more tharn anmything, it was natu-

ral that there would be stronpg longings for

Hashomer Hatzair, for the youth movemert.S

In responmse to these pangs of nostalgia, the immigrant
yourngsters sought each other out. One of the founders, Yosef

Farber, recalls:

We got to America at the begirming of 1923, It
was actually on New Years, the begirming of




the year. It?'s difficult to say how we disco—
vered each other, but it seems that all the
iramigrants concentrated in the ald sectiorn of
Browrsville, on Osborrne Averue, Blake Avenue,
etc. In that year (Yaakav). Leverberg, (Yosef)
BGalub arnd I organized Hashamer Hatzair, and
the kerm in Browrnsville was established.&

Euwrgpean Hashomer Hatzair in the early 1920s, the move-
ment with which these younpg immigrants were familiar, was
essentially a scouting movemernt:

In order to emphasize this, it is erncugh to
tell that even the greeting hazak vienatz
appeared only inm the year 13921i-3&, and before
that the orders were still given in the
Scouting style: heivei wnachon! (be prepared)

and the response was: tamid muchan (always
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ready). And I must note, that we abserved

faithfully all +the details of scouting and

placed a great emphasis on it.7

This emphésis continued in the early years of the North
American movement. Feulot (activities) corsisted of hikes,
trips to parks, games,Aexcercises, and the like; The larnguage
af activities waé pernerally Yiddish. Inn retrospect, the
founders of the American movement realized that there was a
marked lack of specifically Jewish conternt to their activi-
ties, because it was felt that there was rna reed for "Jewish!
activities:

There was no proablem with anythinmg cormected

to "Yiddishkeit!: our. daily language was

Yiddish anmd it tuwrwed out in a wmnatural way
that we all krew Hebrew as well, a pgood and

beautiful Hebrew which we were fortunate
enaugh to learn inm the excellent Hebrew
schaols. HKrnowledge of the history of the
pecple and Jewish self-comsciousness ~—— all

this was mnot a praoblem for us . « . we did rot
doubt the fact that we were Jews. This was
self~evident. 8

The origirnal core group numbered forty to Fifty shomrim,

virtually all aof them recenmt immigrants. At first they did
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mot blerd imto their surroundings. "Althouph we were residing

irn the United States, we contimued to live in Kishirnev. There

was a sart of wall arocund us, arnd we did mot turmel under it

9
te the world beyond it." As the shomrim maintaired conmtact

with the movement they had left behind in Euwrope, rew ideas
begarn to seep in. The American shamrim read the same litera-
ture as did their comrades in Europe: Tolstay, Rolamd, A.D.
Gordor. Iﬂterestiﬂgly; one of the most widely-read authors
among the Brownsville shomrim was James Fenimore Caoper; he,
toc, was read in Hebrew.im

There was great interest in Palestinian affairs in thase
early times, and it seems that there was an unspoken assump-
tion that the eventual goal of the shomrim was aliya. How-
ever, there was rnao formal Ziocnmist activity. ﬂayiﬂg‘dues of 1@
to 15 cents weekly, the shomrim were able tao rent an wlam on
Thatford Avenue (the term "ken" had not yet come inta use).
The shomer ulam was located in the mnext building over from a
brarich of Tgeirei Tzicn, a Ziocnist crpanization whose members

coven SV (0% CToke oy Ry e s > atets W seme

were only slightly older tharn the shomrim. Friendly ties
develcoped, but na formal cormecticorns. Through Tzeirei Tzion
the fledgling shomrim were led into the New York Zionist
world and took part in the gerneral Ziocmist rallies, fundrais-—

ing for the JNF, etc. I 1924, two members of Hashaomer Ha-—

tzair in  full tilboshet (urniform) presented world Zionist
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leader Chaim Weizmarm, thern on a U.S. speaking tour, with a

bouguet of flowers at a Zionist rally in his hornor,

As successful as the Browrnsville group might have beewn




in meeting the reeds of its crigirnal members, it scorn became

clear that if the movement were to cortirue it would rieed rew

blocd., The madrichim decided ta try armd ocrpgarnize within the
‘TalmUd Tarah schaols,‘ but met with resistarnce. Eventually,
| ore teacher in thé Stone Avernue Talmud Torah allowed Hashomer
‘Hatzair to attempt to Qrganizé in his class. The experiment

succeeded, and the first "American’, i.e. mnative-borrn, proup

of Hashomer Hatzair was formed. When the aolder, ocriginal

| nucleus broke up ~- aﬁ.we“shall see below —— this '"American
‘ : i1

greaup, "M*vutzat Shual," cormtirued on its cwn. The members

! of this group, who were 11 or 12 years old when they joined

Hashomer Hatzair, would eventually be the moving force behind

the founding of the first American kibbutz, Ein Hashofet.

iII. The Marnhattan Ken

The origirn and develcpment of the Browrsville ken "has
beern well documented in recenmt years throupgh the reminiscern—
ces of its founders. Unfarturnately, very little is krown
about the begirmirgs of the second gwoup of Narth PAmerican
Hashomer Hatzair - the kern inm Manmhattan, which came to be

kriown as Gdud (Troop) BErermer.

7

|

i Although accournts of the origiv of this group conflict,
; all agree that the two main leaders were Avraham Karp (who
i had been in the first, failed Hashaomer Hatzair group in
Eraoklyrn) and Yitzchak 8Slonimsky (later  krown as  Irving
Blaar) . Slonimsky and Karp had both been i the European

mavemernt; they met at a meeting of Tzeirei Trion and decided |

to see 1if they cowld crpgarnize a Hashamer Hatzair group in

! :
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Mamhattan. They placed an advertisemernt in cre of the Yiddish
wawspaperé, asking all those who had beern im  the Euwrcpean
movement to come to a meeting at the Tzeirei Tzion clubhouse
o Brand Stfeet. Out of those who respoﬁded ta the advertise-
mewf, a mew group was formed; this group was later reinforced
by FPolish and Galigian immigr\_&mts.ih

The Mawmhattar group, §Gdud Brermer, aoperned an affice on
Grand Street. The Brooklyn group, distinguishing itself from
its Marhattan compatricts, called itself Gdud Trumpeldor.
"Trumpeldor in thosé days had not yet beern adopted by the
Revisionisté. In our eyes he was one of the herces of (the
Palestinian self-defernse group) Hashomer armd it was natural
that we greatly admired him.“iﬁ Comtacts were estéblished,
between the two groups, and Joint programs took place. Evern—
tually, as the arigirnal Brawnsville group grew smaller, the
mlder shomrim from Gdud Trumpeldor goirned Bdud Brermer, and
newer, larger guarters wefe Fouﬂa bl ) Heﬁry Street in
Mamhattan.
IV. Birth pangs

By 13885 a uwnified leadership of the New VYork shamrim
was establisheds Aaron Karp became the first mazkir (secreta-

ry). The first ‘Yeircular letter! (chozer) of the New York
mazkirut, dated mMay 4, 1985, lists ?hwee brarnches of the
crganization:  Gdud Trumpeldor, in Brownsville, headed by
Yosef Farber, numbering two plioet (divisioms) and six  kKyu-

tzot (groups) rarnging ivn age from 11 te 173 Gdud Hahashmormaim

ir Boro FHark, Bracklyn, headed by Moshe Fax, ore pluga and




two kvutzot, rangiﬂg‘in ages fram 1@ to 165 and fimally the
Marmhattan group, Gdud Brermer, with a pluga of "m?vugarim"
(adults, but perhaps the writer means what were later called
bagrim, i.e. those irm their late teens and corwards) called
Madima, and a group of tzofim (scouts). Other movement rews
ivcluded the first city-wide meeting of all group leaders, a
Lag‘H'Umer cutimg to Forest Fark, and the rews that the group
"Shomer Halufz” had disbarnded but that its members would stay
irn the orpanization as irudividuals.14

Ancther  impartant event for the shomrim was the arrival
im  the spring of 1985 of the Ralestiniar youth delegation,
urder the auspices of the Jewish Matiormal Fund., Two of the
three members of this delegation, Elieszer Rieger anmd Shalom
Spiegel, had beem amorng the founders of Hashomer Hatzair
about a decade earlier irn Galicia. Although thé time the
delegaticn, which was esserntially a fund-raising mecharnismn,
counld spend with the shomrim was limited, the cpportunity to
hear of the early years in Ewrope and the develapment aof the
Walestiﬂiaﬁ movement was appreciated. In their farewell let-
ter, the delegation expressed regret at not having Had move
time to spend with those "whao are cluse to Eretz Yisrael (and
alsa close tao us from the shomer point of view,)" However,
what they had seern convinced them that even in the United
States "the flame had beev kinmdled -— albeit for row iv &
small group =- which sparked that youthful gpirit which
created owr Ziownist youth movement and the labor movemewnt im
Eretz \/i«.«:frﬁae-l.”hJ

These three years also saw the establishment of Hashomer
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Hatzairrbraﬁches cutside the New York metropolitan area. The
vfirst tentative steps in Montreal were takern in 19845 Toronto
and Qiﬂﬂipeg followed in 1985. The Wirmipeg ker, so distant
%rom the metropolises of Montreal and New York, soorn folded,
él£hqﬁgh it did last long - encugh to send a delegate tao the
maQément’s first national cmnyentioﬁ in 19&7.16

Tha.Bostoﬁ KHern was founded by Yosef Wilfarnd, orne of the
group that had studied together in Kishirmev. 0On his arrival
ir the United Btates in 13283, he had govne directly to‘Hoston,
wherer he attempted almost immediately to create a nucleus of
Hagﬁomer Hatzair., Thig origirnal attempt did rot succeed.

‘By 1986; Wilfand had received Hebrew teacher’s certifi-

cation and was teaching in the "lIvriah” Hebrew schoal. There

he received permissionm from his prircipal tao orpanize a

MZiorvist anmd scouting group’ from among the sermicr students.

This experiment won the support of the head of the Baston
Bureauw of Jewish Eaucatioﬂ, Louis Hurwich, who sought tao
expand the program into the other schools under his aepgis.
Hurwich wanted the program to be an official part of the Bay
Seouts of America, which allowed for troops affiliated with
churches ard religious institutions.

Negotiations took place betweer Hurwich and Wilfand, on
the one hand, and the Boy Scouts organization, on the other.
It was agreed that activities could be conducted in  Hebrews
the rame Hashomer Hatzair could be retairmed; but that boys

and girls would have to be corganized in separate uwnits, as

was the Americarn and British patterrn. The New York office of




Hashomer Hatzair vetced this agreement, though under what
auvthority it did so is urclear, since a maticornal framewaork
would rot be set up Qﬂtil 1927. At any rate, the program in
Boston went on without the Boy Scout sanction. Despite Hur—
wich’s support, it was difficult to pet the program off the
ground because few teachers whoa had not beern active in Hasho-—
mer Hatzair were willing takunderga the nrnecessary '"scout-
master training."

Degpite the difficulties, the Boston ken did comduct the
typical Hashomer Hatzair activities of the day: scouting pro-
grams, hikes, singing, participationm in JNF fundraising, etc.
In early 1927, a rumber of studernts from the Boston Hebrew
Teachers Callege jJjoined the movement, brivging with them
their students from orme of the Roxbury Hebrew séhaals. In
February 1327, an assembly was held marking Tel Hai Dayj; this
assembly, addressed by the New York Hashomer Hatzair leader
Yosef Farber, was accounted a great success, and has sirnce
beerr regarded as the official starting point of the Boston

i7
ker.

At the same time that rew Hashomer Hatzair groups were
gettiﬂg of f the ground, the origirnal Browrnsville nucleus was
going through difficult times. In 1926, most of that criginal
group had reached the age of 18 and begur to wornder what the
future would brirng. I order tao prepare themselves for evern—
tual aliya and kibbutz life inm Eretz Yisrael, a number of the
core members sought to study agriculture. Some wert to  the
Natiomal Farm 8School inm Doylestown, Rermsylvania, but did rnot

last lerpgs "we did not want to be agronomists, but tillers of
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the scil,”

Turming te the Jewish Agricultural Socciety, the organi-
zation founded by Barorn Hirsch to assist Jews in settling the
land, the shomrim obtained places for hachshara (agricultural
training in vpreparatian for aliya) with Jewish farmers in
Cormecticut.  About twenty ot~twentwaive young pecple parti-
cipated 4in the hachshara in éne form cr ancther; of these,
eight were involved FullFtime for a period of two years., The
members of this group styled themselves the "Shomer Halutz
K'vutza. "

During the hachshara pericod, an ironiec develocpment took
place. Though preparing for speedy aliya to Falestine, the
yourg immigrants became, in their own eyes, more Americarn—
ized, Theugh living and working with Jewish farmers, they
begarn to abandon  their attachment to  agricultwe and to
specificallleewish problems. These developments seem para-
doxical, particularly as those who participated in the hach-
shara  do not téstify to close comtacts with rorm—-Jews or with
proletarians. Fewrhaps the relationship with the farmers irn-
valved turned sour, thouwgh again there is yno indication that
this 1is say or perhaps it was due ta the influernce of the
literature that the would-be Ralestiniarns were readirg. At
any rate, it was duwring the farm experierce that many of the
founders began to stray from the ideclogy of Hashomer Ha-
tzair. As Farber told it:

. « « it can be said that this was the first
time we had discovered America. We ro longer

walked the way we had in Kishinev. We started
to read a different literature, which told of

)




American history. We discovered that the "salt
of  the earth" is rnot the favrmer but the
praoletariat. We were still dedicated tao  the
ideals of working the land and negation of the
diaspora, but here we began to be wor aver by
the idea that the orne who would realize the
liberation of manm and the world would be the
worker, the proletariari. It was rnecessary to
save the world, not just one tiny corrmer of
the great big world.

Thus began the drift towards the left. A pap

- had beeri cpered between myself and the ideas
of the movement, and the rift grew comtirnually
wider, I saw before me a world full of troub—
les anmd  suffering, and it was nat Hashamer
Hatzair which would brivg the solutiorn. . . We
became Americarns. I was the first to pave the
way towards the American Left. 19

Yaakov Levernberg tells a similar tale of leftward drifi,
but he points to the lack of specific Jewish content in the
movement as a cause af this tendewrcy:

Wherr we returred fraom the farms in 198728,
most of those who had been there had already
marnaged to plimpse other ideclogical paths.
And since at that time cammunmism had started
to spread in the Jewish streets anmd to
increase its influence; and sivice we were
members of a movement whose main aspiration
was not specifically ta see the purely Jewish
aspect of life, but rather to seek a way to
make a better world (emphasis added), many of
us began to see this [communisml as the only
way, and they paid the price -— especially the
leadership, aur oldest group. They left the
movement. Some immediately, some a few years
later, and they went to other movemenrts. Thus
was cut the tie with the Hashaomer Hatzair
movement until many years later.Z@

By the time the repercussions of this pericd had fully
worked themselves through, the vast majority of those whao had
been orn hachshara left the movement. Thus, most of those wheo
had beern instrumental ivn fournding the Hashaomer Hatzair in
America were na longer invalved in the movemert. Hawever, by

this time there had appeared a rew leadership figuwe, one who
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V»Qhad beer in Kishinev with the founding group, one whea weold

‘help set the tQﬁE that Hashomer Hatzair would take inm America

h9~next-sevewal decades.,

vrahamAZeiger
.,aham 291ger (19@6—1?33) was an unlikely person to
cire nf the dom1nant, almost iegendawy figures of the
Qmefican »Haﬁhamer Hatzair. Zeiger was born in  the
aﬁd Vwas a sickly child fraom the Flrst days of his
Whlle stlll é toddler, he suffered a severe fall that
. e ,
him a hunchback. =t Krnowing that because of his pre-
riﬁusfbhy51cal state his livelihood would depend on the use
 7oF his mental abilities, eraham s parents did their best to
/iﬂsuwe their_san wanld receive the best education‘ possible.
in >1917 he was errolled in the rew "Hebrew Gymrmasium’” which
" had beer operned in his haome shtetl of Stoishe; he was espe-—
.ciélly drawn to the study a% gecnraphy, the adventure rnovels
of  Jules Verrne, and the Hebrew larguage. in thqse days of
palitical  ferment, socialistirevalutimh and rising Zionist
coﬂscibusness, the twelve-year—old Zeiger and same of his
friends organized themselves irto a Ziormist scociety: "lopgic
decreed that if there was 'Tzeirei Tziorn! (Yourg Feople of
Ziorn) and ‘B'vail Tzion'! (Childrern of Zion) then there should

also be ‘Nechdei Tzior?! (Granmdehildren of Zicor) " and this is

. 2
the rmame Zeiger and the others gave to their group.

In 19281, Zeiger and his family maoved to Hishirnev, joirn-

ing the Ukrainian refugee community there. Avraham studied in




the Jﬁlﬂt*spaﬂsored school and geoined the Hashomer Hatzair
vtruop that had been ocrganized by sliphtly mlder FEfugEFS whis

“had been shomrim in Russia, Hls shyress, brought om by his

171*fra11ty arnd physical difficulty, at first irhibited him; but

”thev'souw became cne of the most active and dedicated of the

3vyhuﬂg shmmrim. It was here that Zeiger first met and became

vi'frleﬁdly w1th Yosef Wilfand, Yosef Farber and others who

wmuld be amoﬂg the founders of Hashomer Hatzair in New Yﬁrk.
e hfﬁe‘ K1sh1nev days, which most of the foundivg group
'”“Qéﬁldtﬁiater loak back on as "The BGoldern Age" (tor hazahay)
"didr mot last large The Hashomer Hatzair group dispersed as
.itéw members,  with fheiﬁ.families, left -~ some for Eretz
Yisraeal, same fér Argentina, most for the United States. In
19 thé Zeigers moved to Bucharest, the Rumarniarn rcapital, to
>

wait their turn for an entry visa ta the United States. Wher
their turn for inspectiom came, however, the U.S. corsnl
rejected Avraham as wifit to enter the United States because
of  his paor physical condition. The family split, with the
father armd Avraham’s two yournger sisters going to the United
Htates. Zeiger stayed Eehiwd with his hmther, hoping for an
improvement inm his health which would eventually allow him to
enter the United States.

Although Zeiger was cut off from his shomer friends, he
did not remain idle. Eventually a Bucharest ken was founded,
wifh Zeiger as mazkir and "spiritual guide for those group
leaders whao were remote from the Jewish souwrces.’ hé During

this period, Zeiger maintairned contact with his former com-

rades irn the Urnited States. As mazkir of the Bucharest ke,
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he: was alsa in contact with‘the other Euwrapean brarnches of
the movemernt as well as with the developing kibbutzim in
Palestine.

| Soﬁetime pricor to 1986, Zeipger's mcather set sail for MNew

York, © and: the youwrg mar, not yet 2@ years old, was left

‘alaﬂé.‘EVEﬂtually, hig. father was able to abtain the rnecessa-—

wry”.emtﬁyxpeﬁmits for him, and in late 1986 Zeigér left faor

the United States. His coming was enthusiastically awaited by

“the shamrim in New Yark, as Zeiger not only represented an

)

. experienced movement leader but alsa symbolized a living

cortact with the Ewropean and, especially, Falestinian move-

ments.,  He arrived inm the United Btates on December 23, a few

airan 20 ST 2 50

days before the acpering of the first vegida (national cornver—
tion) of Hashomer Hatzair.

Zeiger's contemporary, Yosef Wilfand, recalls the rew
arrival's impact at the‘first conventiomns

Zeiger's appearance. was not that of a typical
leader (certainly nat accoerding to the
accepted patterns of leadership in  America.)
Yet there was samething in his rich voice and
fresh, crigiral Hebrew style that brought a
wealth of mew and irnspiring concepts from his
experience as an active leader for the past

three years with the growirg Rumariian
movemernt. His report on "The World Movement
and the Development of the Bhomer Idea’” was

received with rapt atterntion, even if it did
not excel in very logical order.i4

At  the convention, Zeiger was elected rnatiormal mazkir,
the most important office of the maovemernt. The mazkirut
consisted of severn members, twa each from New York and Mort--
real arnd one each from Bosten, Fhiladelphia and Wirmipepn. The

hachlatot (decisions) of the velda stated that the unified

v




organization was to be:

1. . » a federation with multi~faceted inde-—

pendent educatiorn, which strives to educate

Jewish youth in this courmtry in  accordarnce

with the values of our people's maticomal 1ibe—

raticom moavement.

2. The federation strives to educate and guide

the young pecple inm all aspects of their

national, social and cultural lives, and

to prepare them for a life of significant

labor and productive construction.

3. The federation creates for Hebrew youth the

appropriate atmosphere to supply all the

various needs and wants in their lives. 25

The first veida concretized the educatiomal setup of the
movement amcong Eurcopean lihes. There were to be three dis-—
tinct shohavet (stages) in the educational movement: k! Ffirin
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(cubs) for ages 1@ - 133 tzofim (scouts) for ages 13 - 173

and yotzrim (producers) for ages 17 and clder.

Other decisions included the statement that Hashomer
Hatzair saw itself as arn irtegral part of the Zionmist move-
ment, but ror-partisan and neutral as regards the various
labcr—oriented parties competing for support on the Zionmist
seene, Hashamer Hatzair was to maintain friendly relations
with all Zionist parties anmd organizatioms and with oather
Jewish yaouth groups. Hashomer Hatzair was to participate
actively in the '"matiomal funds'" such as the JNF anmd Hapai
(furmd for labeor Palestine). The conference also expressed its
sorraow  at the death of the Zionist thinker and writer Ahad
Haam, word of which reached the confererce in its closing

minutes. It is imteresting to rnote that mo mention is made of

aliya, hachshara, or socialism (though the cormection with
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the Zionist labor movement is clear) in any of the confererce
dacisiqws.

Although Zeiger was mow the mazkif and thus, at least on
papef, the chief leader of the movememt, apposition to his
leadership saoﬁ developed. Iﬁonically, tﬁe chief seat of ﬁ
opposition ‘to Zeiger’s "Eubopaan~style“ leadership came from
the”membebsbqfrtha Shomet Hafﬁtz K’vutaa —= mary of wham, it
shauld be rémembéred,_wehe Zéiger’s bdyhood friends in Kishi*
nev., These nawFQmeriqaﬁized shamrim felt that the Eurcpearn—
type youth movémewt wauld ﬂdt wonr i inrﬁmeﬁica, that it would
not succeed in atfracting large numbers of Jewish youth.
Also, as noted abave mawny of the hachshara returnees had
moved towards the general American left and were less can-

cerned thar Zeiger with particularistic Jewish concérws.

The ocppeosition to Zeiger’s leadership was not without
basis. Although ro ore guestiorned his devotion —— because of
his frailty he could rnot take a full time job and s was free

to devete most of his time to the movemernt —~— it was | perhaps

this very devation that contained the seeds of the problem.

It was wmat urmtil much later that Zeiger fourd the time to

devate himself to the task of learning Erglish —— arnd this at
a time wher it was generally felt that the future success of
the movement depended on beiwg able to recruit large rumbers
of American—borr and Americarn—educated young Jews. The anti-
Zeiger group gained centrel of the movement and, for the time
beiwng, leiger' s bopes for a Hashomer Hatzair summewr camp had
to be postponed. =

The second maticomal veida was held in  January 1528,




Zeiger was not re-elected to the mazkirut., It was sugpested

te him that he nonetheless stay on as secretary, comtiruing

B 'pewfgrm the clerical duties but without the authority he

formerly exertised, but he replied that he did rot wish Lo be
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a "typewriter.”
Qf the second canventiog it was reaffirmed that the goal

of the movemert was to educate Jewish youth in the values of

~the national liberation movemert and "apainst the forces of

S , ‘ , =8
assimilation  and disintegraticon.” Again there was no nen-—

tian Qf-halutziuf o aliya,‘ mainly because it was felt that
éﬁchvnatidﬁéAwoﬁld nat strike a réspoﬁsive chard amﬁng 9meri~
éan JeﬁiéhAyouth.' With the Falestire ecaramny sevérely cle-
pressed,:aliya would have to wait.

The lack af é firm commitment to aliya, like the failure
ta re-elect him to the mazkirut, represerted a setback for
Zeiger, oan a personal as well as ideclogical level. His
baoyhood friends, those he had hoped for so 1oﬁg to wark with
énd build a movement with, had not only rejected him. They
had rejected the ideals to which he had devoted his 1life.
Only Wilfand fraom amorng the Kishirnev group remaired loyal +to
what Zeiger comsidered the true shomer idea.

However, Zeiger's defeats wauwld prove tao be temporary.
Freed of his administrative chores, Zeiger threw himself with
renewed erergy into the educatiornal activities of the New
York Rirvdm. Additionally, most of those who were prominent in

cpposing him soon left the movement altogethery many made

their way into the Communist Party and would lose all contact




with Hashomer Hatzair.

In the summer of 1328, Zeiger was able to see his dream

Cof a European—style shomer camp on Americarn scil become a

‘reality. A site was found in Highland Mills, New York, not

Far “from the Yiddish socialist Unser Camp.‘ Four leaky tents
were pitchad and a.primitive dirving hall and kitchern were
built. Although there was an\inordiﬂate amcunt of rain during
the‘ two weeks the camp lasted, Zeiger and his co—-leaders
succeeded in building é high level of morale. The primitive
aﬂd unéamfortable conditions may even have helped, to the
extent - that they provided a more "authenmtic!" PRalestinian
atmosphere. (Orne  must keep in mind that this was the era of
the 6'dud HaRvodah and similar groups of the Third aliyad)
The Palestinian aura was heightered as well through the pre-—
serice of Yehuda Ya'ari, orne of the criginal members of the
first shomér kibbutz in Palestine, Bitawia Il;t. (Ya ari had
left the eammuﬂe after five years and was sert tao New York by
Shmuel Hugo Bergmanr, director of the Naticrnal and University
l.ibrary iT‘Jerusalem, to study Library Scierce at the Fratt
Iﬂstitute.hg) Ya'ari, later to become a writer of some rnote,
introduced Palestinian sorngs and tales of the shomer settle-
ments to the group.

Yet by all accounts the guiding spirit of the camp, its
daminant force, was Zeiger:

The sight of Zeiger preparing for Bhabbat at

moshava is something which carn never be forpo-

ttern. On Friday evening, at sundiowrn, all the

shomrim assemble clothed in white ~— am im—

pressive sight. The spirit of Shabbat pervades

gverywhere and even the trees in their whis—
pering seam to await the start of the sabbath.
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At o last Zeiger appears. He leads us about in
"hakafot" style. Later he speaks in beautiful

rew:about cuwr strong ties with the past,
th. former generations... L[abeutl the rnew
al and raticnal values that we are creat-
riancient Hebrew foundationms inm cur home-
He' caritirnues) the sabbath is ere of the
which is furndamental to the existernce
“ipeaple, - to whigh it always cleaved.
alues were rot relinguished even in  the
the greatest danger —— theri they chose
For them. . .

e wf us feels that he speaks tm us with
deep erthusiasm because he himgelf is
i a thousand ways with our Hebrew cul-
reim o its early begirmings until today, We
drawn. together by his words and  feel as
After the lighting of the candles, we
Chassidic scngs expressing the hopes and
: sof our- people. Zeiger receiving the
sabbath = is a scerne so indelible that cre can
ver:forget it. 3@

v The third veida was held during Fassover 1989. Ry this

"time Zeiger~was tlearly the leading forece in the movemenrt

hié opponents had either left or beern worn over. At the veida,
the represehtatives were presented with a problem born of the
suctess - of their movement. Hashomer Hatzair was wnow  fairly
well-egtablished and was rno longer struggling merely to sur-
vive., SBhamrim were moving up thraugh the rarmksj; but orce they
reached adulthood, they were last to the moavement. There was
o adult organization for them to "graduate! into, nor were
there any corncrete expectations stated.

Zeiger arocse and asked the guestion —-— what is

ourt goal? His answer was clears our poal is

the same as the rest of the world movemernt. It

is +to crganize Jewish youth inm all parts of

the gola, to educate it and brivng it to

participate in the rebuilding of our homeland

in the spirit of Eretz Yisrael Haovedet (Labor
Falestine). . .31

fnd thus the veida took the fateful decision: at the age
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‘ iéaQ#?Lthé‘havement ' With thls decision, Hashomer Hatzair

’“LdlfFEPPhtlatEd 1tself fram all cther Zionist youth movemnerts,
‘¥ ¥wh1mh:
'"m che1r mambers. By giving’their movement arn exclusively ha-—

'.1ut de arlentatian, the Hashamer Hatvalr delegates rejected

'path _different from that of cther Ziorist youth groups?

The:  answer seems to lie in the specifiec characteristics of

_

of  elighteerr every shomer was to embark onm a couwrse of hach=-

shara iwm preparation‘For everntual halutzic aliya, or else

1supported or eneouragedvbut did wot demand aliya of

otherwlse uhlversal Qmerlcaﬂ Zlaﬂlst assumption  that

“Qmerlca 15 dlfferent.

What“Was it that led these young Jews to embark om &

Haaﬁohérﬁ'Hatzair duriﬁg this pewiad. Unlike other Zicrist
yauthvpgraups ther mperatlwg in the United G8States (Tzeirei
Tﬁiaﬁ, Y@Qﬂg Judea aﬂd Qvukah,‘the Culleglate Zlaﬂlst Orgarni-
2atiun) Hashomer Hétzair had no adult group spmnsmringv it.
fhis meant that the goal of Hashomer Hatzair could rot be
geern as developing yourng leadership cadre for the adult
party. The classic contention that aliya drained the hame
organization of leadership rnever arocse. Quite the oppuosite
was trues if there were ro framework (i.e. hachshara and
kibbutz aliya) for graduates of the mavement tao furmel into,
their strength would be laost altogether.

Arnother factor in the development of Hashomer Hatzair’s
halutz exclusivity lies irn the fact that the Nevth American
prarmch perceived itself to be and furnctiorned as a part of a
worldwide movement. Throughout the world, halutzic aliya was

seer as the wltimate goal of all shoameim. Although there is

¢




) ﬁu 1nd1cat10n that the leadershlp of the world movemert ever

“{wattempted “force  the issue, ultimately the "moment of

a;trvth” had to arrive.* Either Nerth American Hashomer Hatzair
; w0Q1d cowfarm tc thxs bas;c tenet of shomer 1deolagy, or it
iwould develap; aé most other Ziomist youth movements did, its
ﬂvoww‘ Qaf510n of the "Qmériéa;is different" idea. The latter
.* ;féﬁ‘ could iny be cdnéideﬁéd'deviatimﬂist by the rest of
' Qa%ﬁomer:Héfzéirt ~hdwévef, arnd would surely have meant that

the thth,gﬁmerican section would cease to be part of the

‘werld movemert.

VI; Héchshéré and‘the First Kibbutz Aliya

| Implementatiqﬁ of the decision reached ét the veida
during ﬁesach iéeg‘was éivew strahg impetus by the everts
that took place in Palestine shaortly thereafter. Weord of the
Hebron and Safed massacres reached America during the second
weaek of the second arrual summer camp, once agaiy held in
Highland Mills, New York; The shomrim present responded . by
traveling en masse to New Yﬁrk City to participate in the
Ziovnist protest rallies. In addition, the clder shomrim pre-
sent took the step of establishing themselves as a Hibbutz
aliya with conerete plans to make aliya as a group.

With the establishment of the kibbutz aliya it became
recessary to establish some sort of hachshara. At firgt the
Hashamer Hatzair leadership turrned to the same farmers among
whaom the first, unsucecessful group had trained. However,
these farmers proved to be Yiddishists and non-Zionists, and
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the shbmkim.*Rachwarg agreed.

' N
so it was decided to look elsewhere. Eventually Judah Lapsan,

core . of the founders of Avukah and a supperter of Hashomer

Hatzaih,v ashed New Yaork pharmaciét Eliyahu Rochwarg to put a

part of his ﬁlainfield, New Jersey farm at the disposal of

S

There. were tew. shaomrim in the Flainfield hachshara

group,  "all inexperierced arnd without leadership,”" as ore of

-
T

» fhéiv nuhbér,‘ Avraham Fein, recalls. They attempted to

.éﬁpbbrtz tsehéél;es bpr;&duciﬂg énd selling vepnetables and
éggs,:‘aﬁd ‘thmugh the ﬂeﬁphytes Qere successful  inm  raising
their agricuthﬁalypraducts they were not successful in mar-
Refing them. Th;s failure they attributed rot only to the
ecomanic depressioﬁ Eut alsa to their great distance Frdm New
Yérk City, which was their'market. They ernded the year with a
deficit of about $&5@@,.which Rochwary c@vered. Ar urexpected .
result of the hachshara year was that Rochwarg's daughter
Simeha fell in love with onme of the shomrim and Joined the
kibbutz aliya.

Im late 1238 the shaomrim decided to try and find a
different, more suitable lacation for their hachshara. Again
Lapéaﬂ was instrumental. This time he convinced ancther Jew-
ish farm owrer, Elias Coher, to make his Earlteorn, New York,
farm available. Accocording to Feirn, wha was presewt‘at the
meeting during which Cohen agreed to allow the shomrim to use
his farm, "he tald us that he was not a Ziornist, but that he
liked Jewish yaouth who wanted to learm to work the land, afd
he put at cwr disposal everything he had at  the Farm.“d4

Coherr covered the cost aof buildimg a rew chicken coop and

]
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ever provided the food for the shomrim during their period of
hachshara.

In the early 193@0s the North Americanm maovement was faced
Qith the guestion of its place on the world Hashomer Hatzair
scene., During the late 'Z2és, fensions began developing in the
Euraopean movement over the political direction of Hashomer
Hatzair and the Kibbutz Artzi Federation. The bulk of the
world  moavement supported the separate poalitical pragram of
the HKibbutz Artzi as it had developed in Eretz Yisrael. The
Lithuanian, Latvian movements and parts of the Austrian did
nat agree with this political direction and favored integra-
tigm inta the "mainstream’” of the Labor Zionist movement,
represented at the time by Mapai ana the HKibbutz Meuchad.
This ternsicn came to a head at the 13930 WO;ld Convertiaor,
where the mavement split. The Latvianm and Lithuamian move—
mernts left the majority organization and formed Hashomer
Netzah (Noaf\ Tzafi Halutzi);A the Hashaomer Hatzair HKibbutz
USSR (taday Kibbutz Afikim) refused to Join the Kibbutz Artzi
and Joirmed Kibbutz Meuchad instead.

The asplit in the world movement did wnot immediately
affect the situation in North America, and for a while the
New York head office mairmtained corresponderce with both the
majority and mincrity headquarters. Eut with the first Kib-
butz aliya rapidly approaching the time wher it would at last
set sail for Palestine, a decisian was reeded. Wonld the

American movement affiliate with the Kibbutz Art=zi o with

Mapai ard the HKibbutz Meuwchad?




The Americarn Hashamer Hatzair cornvention held in  early
‘1931 . corcentrated primarily ocn the questiorn of affiliatior.
vThis veida was distinguiéhedkby the presernce of [srasli’'s
futgre Prime Minister, David EBen Guricn. Fein recalls:

‘At that time Ber Buriorn was visiting the
‘United States as a representative of the

Histadrut. Wheri he found out about  the
covivention he invited himself to speak before
USw He came out very, very strongly against
what he called "Warsaw," which was a symbol
for him of the separatism of Hashomer Hatzair.
If we really want to make aliya, he claimed,
we had to jJjoin the great mainstream camp, the
Histadrut arnd Mapai, rot to isclate curselves
irvi a factiemalist way. . < It is interesting
to note that B.G.'s sharp words influernced us
Civ Cthe cpposite divectiern . o (after he
gspake) I asked him a confrontatiornal question.
In his respornse he got so angry, and contirvided
to pound on the table and repeat that "this is
vt Warsaw', that he succeeded only in
straengthening our cpposition. 35

By a vote of about Ba%, the veida decided to affiliate
with  the Kibbutz Artzi arnd the magority Hashomer Hatzair
movement. In the spring of 1931, the first North American
shomer halutzim set sail for Palestine. The American kibbutz
first spent a few morths in Kibbutz Mishmar HaEmek, then went
to Hadera while it waited for its allocaticm of land. Even-
tually this group would go on, in 1937, to settle on its own
larmd and found Kibbutz Einm HaShofet, named ivn hornor of the
American Justice Louié D. Brandeis.

In early 1938, Avraham Zeiger passed away at the age of

268. At  about the same time the first ghaliagh (emissary) of

the Kibbutz Artzi, Mordechai Bertaov, arrived in the United

States. North Americarn Hashomer Hatzair was now firmly estab-

lished as a part of the world movemernt.




In the first rmine years of its life, Hashomer Hatzair in
America Vhad grown from a handful of teenage immigrants frem
Kishirmev into  a mavement with\bramches in a number of U.S5.
éﬂd Canadian cities. It had gfawﬂ confident encough inm  its
messaée to proclaim its goal of halutzié aliya, and had taken
ity first steps tokard converting interntion imto action. The
movemert had survived the defectiorn of mast of its early
leaders, and the death of its most promivent figure. The
arrival of Berntov was an indicatiorn that the Palestinian
leadership of the Kibbutz Artzi took sericusly the possibili-
ty of building a socialist-Zicnist youth movement in PAmerica.
8till, the movement must have been guite small, though no
membership figures weﬁe kept pricr to the arrival aof Bentovs
the 1931 veida, for example, was not covered in any of the
New York Yiddish or Arglo—-Jewish newspapers. The spurt in

riumbers, and with it the movement'®s grawth in influerce, was

vet tao come.
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GROWING NUMBERS AND INFLUENCE
I. Laying the Groundwork ,
In 1932, the North American Hashomer Hatzair movement
embarked on a period of growth and expansion that would nrot
level off until five years later. Although reliable figures
are hard to come by, at Zeiger's death in early 1932 the
movement almost certainly rnumbered less than a thousand shom-
rim, who were organized in a dozen kinim. By 1936, there were
23 kinim with a probable membership of nearly 3@@@.1 The
first American kibbufz, Ein Hashofet, was about to settle on
its own landy aliyah by members of the second kibbutz, Kfar
Menachem, had already begun.
Several factors combined to account for these successes.
Some of them were external tb Hashomer Hatzair. The Gréat
Depression, for example, led to intense ideclopgical ferment
in American sociéty, Jewish no less than Gentile. With the
collapse of the American economy, the material attractiveness
of the U.S. decreased, while at the same time the Palestinian
economy was doing fairly well. Also, the advent of Nazism and
the feeling that perhaps "it gan happén here"” helped to make
Zionism a much more widespread phenomenon in American Jewry
than it had been heretoforae.
No less important, there were internal factors which
contributed to Hashomer Hatzair's ability to take full advan—

tage of the new cpportunities presented it. As we saw in

Chapter Two, the first leaders of the American movement were

foreign—born and unfamiliar with the American scene, but by




1932 most of them had left the movement. Their American—born
replacements could reach other American Jewish youth on their
own terms. In addition, the movement had itm first Pales—
tinian shaliach, Mordechai Bentov, who arrived in the United

States toward the end of 1931.

II. The Bentov S8hlichut

Mordechai Bentov (1900 - 1984) served as the first sha-—
liach to the North American movement. Polish-born, he was
multi~lingual, had attendad»a Britiash Mandatory law school
and was a member of Mishmar HaEmek, the second kibbutz of
Hashomer Hatzair and one of the founding kibbutzim of the
Kibbutz Artzi. In Zionist history, he is perhaps better known
for his roles in the leadership of the pre—state Lgague for
Jewish—Arab Rapprochement and his membership in the Provi-
sional Goverrment and several cabinets of the State of Israel
than for his American shlichut.

Upon arrival, Bentov was faced with the task of single-
handedly developing the concept of shlichut in America, of
writing his own "job description.” Although there were some
prior examples from which to learn —— the Palestinian youth
delegation described iﬁ chapter 2, Ben—Burion's and Ben-Ivi's
stay in 'New York during the World War and Yehuda Yaari's
garlier activity in Hashomer Hatzair —-— never before had any
Zionist movement or party sent a representative o a  long-
term basis to work full-time in its American bram:h.2

The arrival of Bentov was seen by the shomrim themselves

-
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as the begirming of a new era for their movement. First, it
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served to strenéthen the movement's identification with the
majority faection of the world Tqvement and with the HKibbut=z
Artzi, following the 193@ split in the world movement. The
mﬁveﬁent had already rejected in that same year a suggestion
to send two shlichim, one from the majority and one from the
minoritysy - Bentov's arrival was perceived as closing off any
possibility of a change in the American movement's atand.

Despite the pgreat hopes which the American shomrim
placed in Bentqv, it would rnot be correct to term the pericd
of his service "the Bentov era” or anything of the sort. The
movement continued, in accordance with its self-perception as
a yauth movement, to be largely run by the shomrim thém—
selves, particularly thdse in the older age group. Bentov's
greatest impact was in helping to develop norms and standards
for the movement, which up until then had operated largely on
an ad-~hoc basis. The movement office moved to newer and more
spacious quarters at 305 Broadway in Manhattan, where it was
to remain for many years. UOffice procedures were modernized.
Previously, Zeiger had served as a one-man office and most
materials were written by hand. Records and corresponderce
were filed haphazardly if at all. Under Bentov, procedures
were streamlined; better and more thorough contact was kept
with the various branches in the United Btates and Canada.
Though corregspondence and records continued to be primarily
in Hebrew, use of English became more common. |

The educational program of the movement was standardized

according to the patterns known in Europey at the same time
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modifications in content were made fo fit American realities,
taking into account the fact that the movement was row large—
ly 'Qmerican—born. The pattern''adopted divides shomrim into
three major subdivimionss

1. Blnai Midbar (éhildrew of the desert), ages 11-14.

2. Iggfiﬂ (soouts), ages 14-17.

3. Eggnim (5du1¥s); apes 17-up.

The symbolism used in Eﬁrope for the youngest pgroup was

esgentially that of the forty years' wandering in the desert,

the' Dor ha-Midbar. Far from carrying the negative connota-
tions one might expect, the deﬁart peridd was seen as one of
ideal Biﬁplicity and egalitarianism. In Qmeﬁica, this was
combined with American Indian lore, and the experience of the
halutzim .in Evetz VYisrael was compared with that of the
American pioneers.4 It should also.ba noted that previously
this yourgest group had been termed k'firim, cubs; in accor—
dance with Boy Scout usage. The system adopted under Bentov
thus élso indicates a subtle move away from total adherence
to the Scouting progranm.

The European-born Palestinian shaliach gave strong impe-
tus and endorsement to the "Americanization" of the movement.
Perhaps it took an outsider, one whose "shomer authenticity"
was above question, to see the possibility of adapting some
axternals to better fit the American scerne without sacri-
ficing the integrity‘of the movement's content. At any rate,
Shmuel ben Zvi believed that

. ironically it was the shaliach from

Eretz VYisrael who pave the push for the
"Americanization” of the movement. Urder his

v
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influence, the process of hachshara and aliya
of the veteran generation was speeded up, and
the movement began to be built by the younger
madrichim. Systematization was intraoduced into
the foundations of (the movVement's) education,
a nationwide leadership camp was establ ished,

work - programs  and bulletins appeared in
English. The movement appeared in public for
the first time, in a Lag B'Omer procession in

the streets of New York., It began a strupgpgle

for its place in the public (i.e. Jewish and

Zionist) institutions. . .5

The wsarliest atatistical picture of the united North
American Hashomer Hatzair appeared, in English, during Ben-—
toy’s shlichut.6 The statistical summary gives a report of
each of the 15 kinim extant in Ndvamber, 1932: overall number
of‘rmémbers; "519159195 (sub-groups within the Kken), group
laaders, and a break~down by the three age—levels. It also
indicates the percentage of members in each ken who have paid
the Zionist shekel as required by Hashomer Hatzair rules. The
statistical study'revéals that there are 1083 sHomrima 410
R firidm (the movement was #til]l using the old terminoclogy at
this point)y 487 tzofim and 192 bogrim. They are organized
into 92 kvutzoth under the direction of 112 "mernahalim,"” as
group leaders were then called. Each kvutza was composed
of one age group and was led by one or more menahalim. In a
large ken that might be several kvutzoth of each age-level.
On the average, 77.5 per cent of shomrim had paid the shekel,
ranging from highs of 108 per cent in PRPortsmouth, N.H. (a ken

consigting of 1 menahel and 7 kfirim) and Rochester, N.Y., to

a low of 22.5 per cent in Toronto. The statistical summary

-aleo contains a bar graph representing the composition of

each kern as well as a curve representing percentage of shekel

o
2




payments for the various Kinim. Tﬁe explanatory material
notes that figures for new members since the program of
ﬁigrggngggt (expansion) are not: included, and that the cur-—
rent number of shomrim in the U.8. and Carnada actually was
nearer to 14@Q.

Also during the period of Bentov's shlichut Hashomer
Hatzair began publishing an English—-language monthly maga—
zine, called Hashomer Hatzair. The purpose of the magazine
continually served as the focus of debate during the 1938s
and even beyond, since there were varying opinions as to the
magazina's primary function: education, recruitment of new
members and supporters, or a forum for ideological debate
within Hashomer Hatzair.7

'in May, 1833, Bentov returned to Palestine. His contri-
bution was evaluated shortly thereafter by one of the members

of the Hanhaga Rashit:

In ahort, it can be maid that our first

Shaliach strengthened the internal and
external positions of the Histadruth [i.e. the
movementl, systemized the educational and

organizational work, and helped us clarify our
ideclogical standpoint.8

In evaluating the Bentov shlichut over fifty years lat-
er, one is struck by the repeated statements that Bentov was
helpful in terms of organization and ideclogical clarifica-
tion. In recollections of shomrim from this era, there is no
mention of a warmth or admiration that was felt for Bentov,
or of the sense that he served as an example to be imitated.

Althaough there is no criticism of his role, neither is there

effusive praise or excessive affection. This might not be




noticeable were it not for the fact that in accounts of many
of Behtov's successors this sense of warmth and respect does
cﬁmo through. It is oniy by Eomparisoﬁ with the feelings
toward others, especially Bentov's immediate successor Moshe
Furmansky, thét one formas the impression Bentov's chanichim
ware damming him through faint praise. Documentation on this
Aquestion is laéking, but perhaps this is the reason that
there was an "interregnum" of some eleven months between

Bentov'a departure and Furmansky’s arrival.

III. Moshe Furmansky

Moshe Furmansky was, like Bentov, Polish~born and a
member of Mishmar HaEmek. He lacked the formal qualifications
that Bentov had brought with him, but seemed to the leaders
of the Kibbﬁtz Artzi tb poassaens thé personal qualities which
would make him a success in America. Indeed, it was the
American kibbutz aliya, while underpoing training at Mishmar
HaEmek, which had first suppested Furmansky as a shaliach to
the American movem-nt.g Furmansky spent two periods of shli-
chut in North Americajy during the asecond, he was trapped here
by the outbreak of World War Il and the subsequent closing of
the Mediterranean Sea. Returning to his kibbutz after the
war, Furmanaky fell in 1948 during the defense of Mishmar
HaEmek.

Upon arrival in the spring of 1334, Furmansky perceived
that conditions were ripe for the expansion of Hashomer
Hétzair. Hitler's ascension to power in Germany, combined

with the continued economic depression, caused many young
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Jews to turn to radical solutionss many of them could no

dpubt find their place in Haqumer Hatzair if the movement
wéru in a position to absorb them. RAdditionally, Furmansky
aﬁdi,th' local rloadars waere impressed by the support and
asgiétance ~they had been reéeiving in Talmud Torahs and

Hebrew schools throughaout the country. Furmansky succeeded in

-perasuading the: Kibbutz Artzi to send two more ahlichim to aid

him in his work. In the summer of 1934, the two arrived:
Chaqavérunwald and Yonah Yarmai, both members of the American
Kibbqtz 'which was then at Hadera while awaiting its alloca—
tion of land by‘the Jewiah National Fund. Grunwald went to
Montreal, bacomiﬁg the first full-time shaliach (actually in
this case shlicha) in Canada, while Yarmai remained in the
national office in New York, freeing Furmansky to travel
axtensively to the kinim in other citias.lm

In the early and mid 1930s, the Hashomer Hatzair move-

ment experienced phenomenal growth. Moat of the members who

Joined at this time, at least in the New York kinim, shared

some important characteristics. In general, they were Ameri-

can—born but the children of immigrantas; the language spoken
at home was Yiddish, but they studied in English-speaking
public schools and thus werwe perfectly bilingual. They tended
to come from working—classa homes that were traditional if not
Orthodox in character. 8ome of the parents were truly Ortho-
dox but momst were what can be termed "non-observant drthodox"

ar "marginally Orthodox'"; the home was kosher, the children

received a supplementary Jewish education in an Orthodox




Talmud Torah, and the father attended an Orthodox synagogue
== hbut only on holidays. In general, the parents were pro-—
»Zionist, But not to the extent' ‘that they would have desﬁred
to see their children ge on aliya rather than participate in

tha American Dream. Interestingly, few of the shomrim in this

pnriod Qéem to have come from homes where Jewish secularism

was’ the norm, even though secularism was widnsphnad in the
Himmigrant J.wish communitxos from which they hazled. . Perhaps
7 thosa com;ng from secular homes were put off by thc Jewish
partiéul#rilm ‘of Hashomer Hatzair and turned instead to more
vuni?érsalistic causes. Additionally, new members were pene-—
raily  h§cruit¢d thrdugh community Hebrew schools and Talmud
Torahﬁ, _Whicﬁ néturally were not attended by children of

R B |
secularists.

The various rneighborhoods which had flourishing kinim ——

Williamsburg, Brownsville, Bansoﬁhurst and Boro Park in
Brooklyn, as well as the East Bronx, were not all-Jewish,
Benerally there was an admixture of other immigrants as well:s
Italians, boles, perhaps Irish, but ethnic solidarity and
attendance at supplementary Jewish schools meant that most
young Jews socialized primarily with other young Jews. In the
early and mid 1930s, the urban street, especially among Jews,
was a Jumble of rival ideolopies: Stalinism, Trotskyism,
various shades of socialiam, Yiddishiam, Zionism, and reli-
gious Judaism of variocus stripes. The advent of Hitler and,
subsequently, the Spanish Civil War, served to turn many
young Jews to the Left. Thus, the socialism of Hashomer

Hatzair served as a drawing factor and not the recruiting
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disability it would become in subsequent decades. The chal-—

lenge came, instead, from thﬁinon~ and anti~Zionist Left,
which criticiz.d Hashomer Hatzair for its alleged parochial-
ism. Vét-ran Hashomer Hatiair laader QVraham Schénker, today
Mapam member of thé Zionist Executive, recalls that many
shomrim of the time weré torn between the desire to pgo to

Spain and fight with the Abraham Lincolw Brigade, and the
- 12
desire to make halutzic aliyah. But for many, who Joined

the movement in their early teens, Hashomer Hatzair seemed to

solve their questions of identity:

During the Hitler period, in the period of the
aenge that something was terribly wrong in the
world and there was a need for some sort of
action, I debated with myself whether I was a
Zionist or a socialiat and I really didn't
know what to jgoin. One day a friend . . .
invited me to a meeting with a halutz . . . He
told us about Hashomer Hatzair, about Bor-
ochov, about the synthesis between socialism
and Zionism, and it made a great impression on
us. Suddenly we saw the figure of a person
only slightly older than us, and we saw in him
the challenge that it was possible to mend the
warld, to change things by oneself . . . we
decided to join Hashomer Hatzair.13

For many shomrim in this era, the ken became a second

home. Most of the neighborhoods were quite compact and the

moadonim were centrally located, often in close proximity to
the neighborhood Talmud Torah where the majority of members
studied. Whether or not formal activities were scheduled on a
particular day, shomrim would gravitate to the moadon and
spontaneous activities would be organized. The moadornn was
continually open and was rarely empty. Recalling his days in

the East Bronx ken, VYehuda Sela of Kibbutz Hatzor says "it
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weems to me that the moadon didn't have a key at all. At any
rate it Qas never locked."l4 In all‘ things a:  Palestinian
atmosphéra brevailed; the shémrim evern toock pains ta play
rocer rather than baseball, even though the pame was virtu-
ally - unknown to American youngsters, :ince soccer was the
priméry sport played in Eretz Yisrael;iu

In thé early years of the American movement, the empha-
Bi8 @anebrew wag as much out of rnecessity as ideologys; most
of the first shomrim in America were much more comfortable in
Hébrew than English. By the 19308 this had changed, since
English was rnow the primary tongue of the vast majority.
Nevertheless, the emphasis on Hebrew remained strong, with
many of the older shomrim teaching in Hebrew schools and
Talmud Torahs. Jewish educatofs, including even some Orthodox
rabbis, ‘agreed td auppart the group because of its stress on
Hebréw; %here was also an attempt, supported by the Reform
rabbi and Zionist leader Stephen Wise, to organize Hashomer
Hatzair in his Free Synagogue, but this experiment lasted
only a year. In return for permission to recruit in the
Orthodox achaols, Hashomer Hatzair agreed to abide by certain
religious strictures, shifting its main activities away from
the sabbath, and observing kashrut in its camps. (The latter
was not a great problem as Hashomer Hatzair could rarely
affaord to aserve meat in any case.) Although the leaders of
the movement were willing to accommodate religion to some
extent, there was a limit. A heated debate took place to
determire whether two shomrim with pood voices might accept

pogitions as hazan sheni for the High Helidays. Permission
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was ultimately granted, on condition that the honoraria be
ﬁaid over to the group's traasury.ls

The wemphasis on Hebrew was so strong that meetings of
th; ‘Haﬁhaga Rashit were conducted entirely in Hebrew. One
newly-elected Harnhaga Rashit member whose Hebrew was weak had
to wait for an entire year until he was able to speak at a
mnetingr17
o Knowledgn of Hebreﬁ was also used as a tool to open new
kinim. An "older" shomer (oftén in his late teens) would be
sent to énother city on "shlichut”, equipped with a feQ
dollaré and the addresses of a friendly family or two. 8ince
most of these ﬁshlichim“ were excellént Hebrew teachers, many
of  them trained at the Teachers' Ingtitute of the Jewish
Theclogical Seminary or of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theologi-
cal Beminary, they had little trouble finding pﬁsitions.
These Jobs then served to maintain the shaliach as well as
give him access to potential recruits.

A recurrant theme in reminiscences of these years is the
solidarity and group Qpirit of the shomrim. Physical condi-
tions in the camps were often primitive, but no one com-
plainad;ie On one occasion, the person in charge of buying
provisions for a camp miscalculated and bought too many corn-
flakes. As a consequence, there wasn't enough money to buy
other food and the shomrim had nothing to eat but cornflakes,

apples picked from a nearby orchard, and water for the last

five days of the camp. Loyalty to the pgroup was so strong,

however, that not one camper in attendance mentioned the




incident to his or her parents. Comparing this with the
spirit of American Jewiuh youth of the 1980s, RAvraham Schen—
ker said, "today if we missed\ deassert af one meal we would
hear about it.“lg

An  important element in maintaining the spirit of the
movement, in keeping the level of enthusiasm high, .was Fur—
manshky himself. He was especially in his element at Hashomer
Hatzair camps, for he was ta;ented as a singer, dancer and
storyteller. Furmansky came from a Chassidic background, and
it was through bim that Chassidic songs became popular in
Hashomer Hatzair. For many young shomrim, he symbolized all
their idealsy: the kibbutznik-worker, the Eastern European
intellectual, and the fully actualized Jew. Rt the same time,
through his travels,  his reading and his contacts with major
Zionist and Jewish leaders on downn to the youngest shomer, he
came to thoroughly understand the American scene. One of his
chanichim recalls thinking, "Chle understands us better than
we do qurselves."e0 Furmanaky was loved and respected by the
members of the movement, who viewed him as someone older and
to be relied upon, an authority but one whglused persuasion

and reason rather than rank and compulsion.

During this period of his first shlichut, Furmansky was

a prolific writer and theoretician. Hardly a month passed

without a fairly lengthy article by the shaliach in the
Hashomer Hatzair magazine. Furmansky devoted many of his
articles to defense of the movement against Communism, which
was known in Hashomer Hatzair as "red assimilation.” At the

same time, Furmansky was often called upon to defend Hashomer
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Hatzair apainat charpges that it was Communist.v In a passage
typical of his polemical stylf, Furmansky attacks Jewiszh
communista for their opposition to Zioniaem, based on the
claim that no Jewish problem exists, while at the same time
they support Biro—Bidjan as a solution to the Jewish problem:

[The Jewish Communiats repeat] the old self-
certain declaration that no nation can s=solve
its problem through emigration. And this is
said to the Jewigh people in one of those
publications [New Masseslthat proclaim from
the housetops the importance of Biro—-Bidjan
and the territorial concentration for the
Jewish people. It would be intereating to know
how Biro—-Bidjan is going to be built without
emigration. Won't the Jews of Berditchev,
should they wish to participate in the build-—
ing of a Jewish republic in Biro-Bidjan, pack
their belongings and migrate to a far off land
in Boviet Asia . . . . Now, now, friends and
aditorga of the New Masses, can the Jewish
question be solved where the Jews live, or
~must the majority of them migrate in order to
find their national, social, economic and
cultural salvation?

And, therefore, if we are already migrating,
why is migration to Eretz Yisrael reactionary,
chauvinist, and "Nazi"?. . . [Blecause this
development is coincident with the historical
line of the Jewish peeople, which was desirous
of continuing its future in the land of its
past, and in doing so did not wait for the
Comintern to "permit" it to do so and has gone
ahead row for years with its work ' in
Palestine . . . 22

Furmansky also devoted considerable thought to the fu-
ture of American Jewry. w;iting after Hitler's ascension to
power, he was influenced by the failure of the German Jewish
community to successfully assimilate. Furmansky was convinced
that American Jewish attempts at assimilation were gsimilarly
bound to fail. Though aware that assimilationism held sway in

much of American Jewry, Furmansky felt that the impact of the

v
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national revival in Palestine when combined with the con—
tinued vitality of/antisemitisT would prevent any branch of
world Jewry from fully assimilating. Furmansky recogniznd the
difficulties inherent in trying tc attract American youth to
chalutzic Zionism, In particular, the highly individualistic
character (as opposed to emphasis on the group) of American
society would prove to be a stumbling~block. However, there
was no alternative but to educate and propagandize for the
preservation of Judaism. It was wrong to present primarily
theoretical arguments, however correct those arguments might
in fact be. ‘'"Jewish youth," wroate Furmansky, "can be drawn
back to Judaism primarily through the living, contemporary
vision and endeavor of a common national future in the
homeland.PE3

In 1936, Furmansky returned toc Mishmar HaEmek, only to
come back to the U.8. just prior to the ocutbreak of the
Second World War. Following Furmansky came many other shli-

chim. However, no cther shaliach would leave as profound a

stamp on the movement as he did.

IV. Chalutziut: Problems and Successes

In 1835, a problem cropped up for the first time which
would come back to haunt Hashomer Hatzair throughout its
history. This was the question of university education. In
1929, .it will be recalled, the movement passed a resolution
requiring a shomer reaching the age of 18 to proceed to

hachshara or leave the movement. Post high—school education
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wam permitted in certain circumstances, ‘especially if it was
felt that‘the education would prove of benefit to the kib-
butz. Earning a degree was out' 'of the questionj it was bour-—
geocis and contradictedv the ideals of either wvocational
training or learning for its own sake. Nevertheless, there
were a number of active shomrim whd sought to go to college
rather than hachshara. At the 1935 Moshava (camp) in Bridge-

water, Coﬁn., the conflict came to a head. Five madrichim

were told not to proceed with their college plans. "You will
write history,"‘they were told, "but we will make it." Three
24

of the five left the movement.

It is difficult to get a thoroupgh statisticai picture
af the movement in the mid-193@0s. Statistical presentations
were made for movement ve;idbt, which contained news on the

formation of riew kinim, progress of collections for various

highlights of the year's activities in each ken as well as in
the Hanhaga Rashit =— but no indication as to the total
amount of shomrim in any ken or in the maovement as a whole!

8till the impression is created of larpe-scale grawth,
even if exact numbers are hard to pin down. From the 15 kinim
in 1932, Hashomer Hatzair had grown to 23 in 1936. Growth was
especially stronp in the midwest, with new kinim in Akron,
Cleveland, Toledo, VYoungstown, Chicago, Detroit ard Milwau-
kee. Hashomer Hatzair also reached the west coast as Kinim
were founded in Los Angeles and San Francisco.as

During the early 193@8s moshava attendance alsc grew by

leaps and bounds; besides the original camp in upstate New

]
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funds, statistics of the various moshavot (summer camps), and




York, others were started by 1936 in the Midwest, Canada, the

Philadelphia — Baltimore region,

and the West Coast. Moshava
LY

attendance figures are not directly indicative of the size of

the movement as

position  to attend moshava.

would probably

movement,

rather primitive.

a whole sirnce nmot all shomrim were in a

Indead, attendance at moshava

indicate a high level of commitment to the

at least in the early years while conditions were

(In later years Camp Shomria became a

profit-making venture and even accepted non-shomrim as cam—

pers.) Thus, the number of shomrim in any given year was at a

minimum equal to the rnumber of camp attendees, and prdbably

much higher:
Year

1928
1929
1932
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936

During the
chalutz Zionism

Hatzair.

movement which then existed in the United Gtates,

15@
325
385
400
702
1100
170@

firgat half of the 1930s, the influerce of

was felt far beyond the ranks of Hashomer

In 1933 Young Judea, the only other Zionist youth

included

chalutziut in its program and, for the first time, encouraged

its members to make aliya.

with the Gereral

Organization of

The movement, which was cornnected
Zionist proups Hadassah and the Zionist

America, called on its members who were

eligible to join the Hechalutz Orpganization (see below) and
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ge on hachshara. (It should be noted that at this time the

General Zionists were not nearly as antagonistic to Hashomer
Hatzair and socialist Zionism in general as they would later
become. Irma Lindheim, the second president of Madassah, who
had been the first woman rabbinic student at the Jewish
Inatitute of Religion but did not finish the program, was an
active supporter of Hashomer Hatzair and eventually became a
member of Mishmar HaEmek. Charles Cowen, Educational Director
of the ZOA, was similarly pro-Hashomer Hatzair and spent the
lagt year of his life at the second American Hashomer Hatzair
kibbutz, Kfar Menahem.)

In Young Judea chalutziut was now an option, even a
priority, but was not the entire focus of the movement as it
was in Hashomer Hatzair. In 1933-34, another youth movement
appeared on the North American scene which shared Hashomer
Hatzair's total coﬁmitmnnt to chalutziut and Bocialist Zion—
ism and which used tzofiut (SBcouting) as a main educational
tool. This movement, Habonim (The Builders) was an outgrowth
of, and eventually replaced, the Young Poale Zion ﬁlliaﬂce
(YPZA), which had been the youth section of PFPoale Zion but
not a youth movement in the classic senae.

The gernesis of Habonim came at the 1933 Convention of
YRZA, which called for the establishment of a GSocialist-
Zionigt "tzofim" movement (a8 opposed to what the YPZIA was, a
youth branch of an adult pdrty) in North Qmerica.ee This
maovement copied the organizational pattern of Hashomér Ha~

tzair, with three sections (shchavot) based on the same age

divisions as in Hashomer Hatzair. The groups were Solelim

¢
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(Rathfinders), ages 11-143 Tzofim (Scoufs, the same term as
in Hashomer Hatzair), ages 14ﬁ{7y and Bonim for ages 17 and
older. The movement greeting was aleh, (ascend), which was
Enspoﬁdud»to by aleh u-v'neh (ascend and build). By December
1934 . the term Habonim came to stand for the entire movemént
as well as.the old&st shichva.29

| At about the same time thevnmerican branch of the most—
ly—-Barman moveﬁant Gordonia was founded' by German Jewish
immigrént youth. This movement in 1935 adopted the rule of
Mandatofy hachqﬁara at age 21.3@

Although the concépt of chalutziut was growing iﬁ Ameri-
ca at this time, there was no success in creating a united
Hechalutz Organization. |

Hechalutz had been.fdunded in Eastern Europe‘after the
first World War as an é-political coalition of all echalutzic—
Zionist ‘youth groups. Ita main goal was tb purchase and
maintain bhachshara farms, to obtain and allocate certificates
for immigration to British Mandatory Ralestine, and in gene-
ral do anything necessary to strengthen chalutziut and aliyah
among diaspora Jewish youth. In 1926, Hashomer Hatzair en—
tered the world Hechalutz on the basis of an agreement which
would preserve its autonomy. The most important points of the
six—point apreement preserved the right of shomrim to train
on their own hachsharot and not be dispersed among non—
shomrim; preserved the right of a shomer garin or kibbutz

aliya to maintain its own identity and determine its own form

of aliyah; and made the stipulation that while shomrim were
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cobligated to be active and cooperative members of Hechalutz,
their first loyalty was to remain Hashomer Hatzair.SI

In 1932, Poalei Zion began'the formation of Hechalutz in
America. However, the American branch was not to be based on
a coalition of autonomous youth movements as in Europej
rather, Hechalutz was itself to be a youth movement, the aonly
chalutz youth movement. At the time, there were no Poale
Zion—ofiented chalutz movements, and the creation of Hecha-
lutz along this pattern seemed to present Poale Zion with the
opportunity to control and ensuré the loyalty of the nascent
movement. Hashomer Hatzair was the only chalutzrmovement then
extant in North PAmerica, and acceptance of the proposed
‘conditiona would have meant its demise, its members being
merged into an organization run by others. Hashomer Hatzair
rejected theae conditions andfdnmanded'the right of antry
into Hechalutz based on the conditionas agreed to in Eurcope
(the Danzig agreemant), which they considered binding
throughout the world. In 1933, an American Hechalutz organi—
zation was founded, dominated by the newly-created Poale Zion
youth movement Habonimj Hashomer Hatzair stayed cutaide.

Throughout the next two years, Hashomer Hatzair con-
tinued to insiat on the right to join Hechalutz based on the
Danzig conditions. 8Secret negotiations took place in 1934
when a high-level Histadrut delegation came to New York.
Represent ing Hashomer Hatzair were Furmansky and Yermiyahu
Hapggai, while the Mapai-dominated Histadrut was represented
by Zalmap Rubashov (later Zalman Shazar, third President of

Israel) and David Ben—-Burion, in whose room the meeting took
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32
place. The issue was even brought to the World Zionist Con-

gress.

On. January 5, 1935, agrenm;ﬁt was reached between Mercaz
Hechalutz (the American Hechalutz governing body) and Hasho-
mer Hatzair on essentially the same terms as the Danzig

agreement. Two members of Hashomer Hatzair were co-opted

onto Mercaz Hechalutz. However, the reservations that Hasho-

mer Hatzair had can be seen from the fact that the Hashomer

Hatzair members requested to serve onlyvas observers until

the convention of the newly-united American Hechalutz organi-
33
zation, when elections would be held.
The agreesment did not hold for long. OFf the members of

the newly—unified Hechalutz, fifty per cent were from Hasho-

‘mear Hatzair while mqst of the rest were from Habonim. Hasho—

mer Hatzair thus demanded that two shlichim be sent to Hecha-
lutz in the United Btates, one of them to come fraom the
Kibbutz MArtzi. This demand was rejected and Enzo Sereni of
Mapai (later to achieve fame as one of the Haganah parachut-
ists captured and executed by the Nazis during World War 1II)
was sent to America as the only Hechalutz shaliach.

Relations between Sereni and Hashomer Hatzair were poor.

Hashomer Hatzair charged that SBereni was out to destroy it.

.Rumors and charges were rife throughout the Zionist movement

that Hashomer Hatzair was essentially a Communist front.
Hashomer Hatzair maintained that Sereni was behind these
attacks. The movement restated its demand that a second

shaliach be =ment. Sereni, for his part, maintained that




sending another shaliach would indicate lack of confidence in
his work, and would thus oblige him to resign his post and
return home. '

After several months of accusations aﬁd counter—accusa~
tions, Hashomer Hatzair brought the question to the Histadrut
mishlachat (shlichim in the United SBtates). The mishlachat
agreed that Sereni had acted improperly toward Hamhomer. Ha-—
tzair, but postponed action on a second shéliach. At this
peint, Hashomer Hatzair left Hech;lutz.

Shortly thereafter, the Histadrut reversed the decision

of its mishlachat and decided to send another shaliach. Upon

hearing this news, Sereni resigned, stating in his final:

report that he asaw no future for chalutziut in the . U.S.
Ultimately, no one was aent; neither the "second shaliach®
which prompted Sereni’s resignation nor a new shaliach to
replace Sereni. The organization collapsed, not to be farmed
again until waell after the outbreak of World War 1l. Hashomer
Hatzair éharged that "Sereni left the Hechélutz in a very bad
coﬁdition" and ;Zat his failures "were the real reasons for

his departure.” Sereni for his part charped that bhe was

forced out unfairly by Hashomer Hatzair.

V. Summation

The five—year period covered in this chapter represents
one of the most successful and active eras in Hashomer Ha-—
tzair history. During this period, the movement more than
doubled, both in. rnumber of members and number of Kinin.

Conditions were ripe for this expansion, and the movement was

v
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able to capitalize on these conditions to a large extent. The
Depression and subsequent radicalization of many Jews, com—
bined with Hitler’s ascansio; to power in Germany, made
Hashomer Hatzair's combimation of roialism and Jewish na~-
tiomaliem attractive to many young Jews.

The essential kernel of the Hashomer Hatzair idea spread
to other pgroups as well. Even though relations with these
other groups, particularly as they related to the Hechalutz
organization, were often poor, the very existence of these
other.groups had to be seen as a plus for the shomer idea if
not the shomer organization.

At the same time, the'first waters of wﬁat would ever—
tually become a flood appeared. Loyal and valuable shomrim
challenged the policy of mandatory hachshara énd were ulti-
mately -forced to choose between their education and their
youth movement. Most opted for college. In later decades, as
we shall see, the trickle became a flood arnd significant
numbers were lost by Hashomer Hatzair and by the Zionist
movement as a whole.

In the late thirties, the focus would shift from rapid
growth to concentration on political issues. In 1937 ¢the
movement would become involved in the fight over Partitior.
Shortly thereafter, the guestion of Hashomer Hatzair's atti-
tude toward World War II would serve to split the movemert,

which would be further weakened by the conscription of most

of its male members after the U.S. entered the war.
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CHARTER FOUR
"FIBHT FASCISM WITHIN AND WITHOUT"

I. A Youth Movement Faces the L?rgnr World

By the late 1936, the Hashomer Hatzair youth movement
in North America had reached its high water mark. With the
outbreak of the second World War, the movement began a period
of nrnumerical decline from which it would not recover. Para-
doxically, at the same time that it was beginming to shrink
as a youth movement, Hashomer Hatzair found its influence in
the larger community growing. Hashomar Hatzaif began for the
firat time to take stands, and publicize them, on the politi-
’cal issues facing world Jewry. Although not yet having the
featureas of a political party, Hashomer Hatzair began to
carve out its own unique identity within the larger bloc of
Labor Zionism.

The year 1937 may well be said to mark the begivwming of
Hashomer Hatzair's entry into the larger Jewiash political
arena, when it published and distributed its polemic against
the Peel Commission plan for the partition of Palestine.
Shortly thereafter, world political issues would strongly
impinge on the youth movement itself, as Hashomer Hatzair was
nearly térn apart over its position on the approaching World
War 11. Even after the actual ocutbreak of the war, some
shomrim favored the Trotskyist position of "revolutionary
defeatism"y they maintained that victory for either side
would be disastrous for the proletariat, and that the social-

ist’'s true task was to coppose both the Axis and the "bour-

geois democracies." The majority faction, however, adopted




the slogan of "fight fascism within and without", helping the
Allied war effort but opposing at the same time at least the
move cgrngious aspacts of Qlliad'policies (such aa the Brit-
ish White Paper).

S8homrim participated actively in the war effort. The
kibbutzei aliyah and hachsharot were severely disrupted as
hundreds of male shomrim entered the military. Even prior to

Y

that, the American movement was engaged in sending what help

it eould to its counterparts in Nazi-occupied Eurocpe. Rfter

the war, contacts were made with European shomrim who had
survived the war, and preparations would scon begin for
aiding in illegal aliya and circumventing the embargo on arms
shipmants\to Palestine.

By the end of the war Hashomer Hatzair found itaself
numerically smaller, and internally weakened by the disrup-—
tiona of the war effort. Young men who had spent years facing
death thousands of miles away from home found it difficult to
return to their roles in what was still, after all, largely a
Scouting movement. The "backldg“ of older shomrim who should
have made aliyah long ago, but were prevented from doing BO
both by British policy and the closing of the shipping
routes, did not contribute to the health of the situation.

Another paradox was presented, Bowever, by the fact that
daspifa entering into a periocd of decline the North American

branch was no longer a backwater of the world Hashomer Ha-—

.tzair movement. The huge Eastern European branches were no

more; the 70,000 shomrim of pre—war Poland, including such

heroes as Mordechai Anielewicz, had mostly disappeared into

)
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mass graves or the smoke of the crematoria. America now
possessed the largest intact ?iaspora branchea of Hashomer
Hatzair; and as the action canéers of world Jewry were now
inereasingly America and Eretz Yisrael, the American movement
wWa s exﬁécted to make its presence felt at Zionist confarénces
and the like. In Palestine, the Kibbutz Artzi had piven hirth

to a political partyjy perhaps it was time for America to

follow suit.

I11. Consolidation
As we saw in the previoué chapter, the years  1932-36
were a period of rapid growth for Hashomer Hatzair. In 1932,
the movement had 15 kinim with 1089 registered shomrim, of
whom 385 attended moshavot. By 1936 there were 23 kinim, and
1700 moshava attendees; although there were ﬁo membership
“figures published for that year, shomrim then active place

1
the number of members at about 3000.

The next year saw a rather curious phenomenon. The

> movement had further expanded to 26 kinim, but moshava atten-

E .
dance fell off somewhat to 1500. The movement leadership

recognized the fact that there were marginally fewer shomrim,
but felt that far from indicating a problem this was actually
a plus for Hashomer Hatzair. As was perhaps to be expected,
IOMEe meﬁbers who were not really suited to the group were
sloughed off3

Hitrachavuth [expansionl may be carried on in

two ways: intensive and extensive. In the last

two years, although our numbers have not
increased to a startling amount, we still can

v
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say that hitrachavuth has gorne on steadily and
consiatent ly. The jintensity C(emphasis irs

e siins wy St S et

originall of the activities and the irmer
strength developed by the Shomrim themselves
show the strength as well as the actual number

of kinim and membership ligtg-—-femphggIs
added].

LTlhe type of hitrachavuth which we have been

carrying through now is one of slow, organic

growth, orne of intensification from within and

alow, proportionate expansion to new points.

Thus kinim, gnce larpe with the inflation of

first enthusiasm (emphasis addedl, have become

matured and sclidified in their strength. This

is true hitrachavuth.3

In an attempt to streamline the administration of the
mdvement, glilet (sing. galil), or regions were established.
The palil was to be an intermediate framework between the
naticoral movement and the local keny by formalizing this
arrangement through creation of galil-wide institutions, it
was hoped that cooperation between the variocus kinim in a
geographical area would be improved. The first glilet formed
were New York (including the nine kinim within the City of
New York plus Plainfield, N.J.) and New England (Bostaon,
Providerce, and Lyrn, Mass.). By 1937, Galil Midwest (Cleve-
land, Chicago, Detreit, Milwaukee, Toronto and Montreal! had
been cocreated on paper but had not yet begun to functiaon.
(Eventually the twao Canadian kinim would be takerm out of
Balil Midwest and would form their own region.) Montreal was
the larpgest kern in the movement, although again no exact

figures are extarty the Harhaga Rashit merely rnoted that the

Montreal peshef pumbi (public recital) was attended by 170@
4

pecple.

In 1937 the mavement exparnded its publishirng activities.




The ﬂagngmgn Hatzair monthly continued to appear, serving
more and more as a vehicle for publicizing the movement and
its activities and paining outaside suppdrt. A new publica-
tion, El1 Al, was launched as an internal organ for the inter-—
mediate age group, tzofim. Niv bg:&éggg, an interrial ideolo-—
gical‘ periodical which had first appearedusome years previ-
ously, wés issued more frequently as wtf.ﬂll.hJ

Also in 1937, Hashomer Hatzair published its first Eng-
lish-~language book, Deep Furrows. Written by shaliach Avraham
Ben—8halom, the book was an account of kibbutz life and of
the Hashomer Hatzair movement in Palestine. Among its twenty
chapters wefe "Kibbutz and Class Btruggle, " “Kibbutz and the

6
Family" and "Kibbutz and the Child." Unlike most other

Hashomer Hatzair publication ventures, which generally ran

deficits, Deep Furrows immediately sold out itsffirst edition
of 700 and went into a second printing. Concerning the book;s
successy, the Hanhaga Rashit asked rhetorically: "What more
need we say than that from far off South Africa comes first
an order for bocks and then a letter of praise?"7

Alsc in 1937, Hashomer Hatzair in a pamphlet it pub-
lished tcocok a stand tﬁat put it in opposition to the majority
of the Zionist wmovement. The Case Against Partition was
written by Joshua Leibrner, a member of the first American
kibbutz who had returned to the U.8. on shlichut. In his
pamphlet, which represented the views of the Kibbutz Artzi in
Palestine as well as the movement here, Leibner argued a-

gainst acceptance of the 1937 Peel Commission proposal to

partition Palestine into Jewish and Arab States, with stra-
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tegic areas remaining in the hands of the British.
Leibner arpues that the Peel Commission plan, formulated
. '
in  the aftermath of the Arab riots of 1936 and 1937, is '"a

scheme on the part of Great Britain to safeguard her own
a
interests in Palestine.” It would free Britain of her res-

ponsibilities to world Jewry under her League of Nations
mandate and give her permanent control over Jerusalem, the
Lydda airport, and other strategic areas or holy places --
probably to include the H#ifa port. Rccording to thevborders

plarmed, the Jewish 8State would be "neither ‘State’ nor
9 ,
Jewiah. " Its 2300 square miles would at an absolute maximum

absorb & million more Jaws, but the figure was likely closer
to 1 million. Leibner asks: "How can we, despite the unques-—

tioned reed of Jews in Poland, Roumania and Germany, take a
12

step for which future generations may curse us?"

lLeibner also makes some arguments which foreshadow the
bi-nationalist stand later to be taken by Hashomer Hatzair
and its affiliated parties:

Something is happening to Zionism! We no
longer have ocur feet on the ground. For years
we preached that the building of Palestine was
a slow, difficult processy; that it required
all the preparation, stamina and devoction that
Chalutzim have put to the task. We have been
proud of the fact that our ‘"congquest" today
has been one of toil and not of the sword, as
in Joshua's time . . . That is why the Emek is
today much more a symbol of true Zionism than
Tel Aviv! But Messianic sentiments are liable
to pull down the entire structure which took
us years to build up. . .

Iz rnot the idea of "transfer" or "evacuation”
of the Arabs from the "Jewish State"
aymptomatic of the new state of mind creeping
into the Zionist movement? Does it not invite

¢
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a sentiment of isclation and segregation which

is nothing short of suicidal? We are told that

the prospects for peace will be much brighter

if beth the Arabs and Jews will live in

separate '"states” ., . . ‘'Will the result be

peace?1@

Leibner answers his own question by predicting that the
result of partition would not be peace but an eventual war,
as the tiny Jewish state would inevitably feel the need to
expand its crowded borders even by force. Leibner closes by

stating that Hashomer Hatzair, while remaining generally

loyal to the Zionist leadership, would continue its struggle
11

~against partition and for "a real Zionism" by arguing

againat the ascheme in Zionist public opiﬁion and urging its
rejection by the next Zionist congress.

Hashomer Hatzair's public opposition to the proposed
Jewish sﬁaég placed the organization at odds with the majori-
ty of the Zionist movement, and was the cause of criticism
from .other Zionist groups. The criticism was apparently s=so
severe that the 1938 Veidah, while reitafatihg the mavement's
st and, issued a protest againmst "the attempt to identify the
anti—ﬁartitionists with the anti-Zionists."iE

If the movement's opposition to Partition served to make
it a focus of criticism, another 1837 event served to focus
more positive attention on Hashomer Hatzair. On July 4 of
that year (the timing was apparently coincidental) the first
Amarican Kibbutz Aliya, which had spent five yearé on tempo-
rary settlement in Hadera while waiting for its permanent
land allotment, took possession of its new home. The kibbutz,

thé first Jewish settlement in the Juara region of northern

8
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Palestine, was named Ein HaBhofet (8Spring of the Judge) in
honor of Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis. Brandeis,
who was attracted by the pioneering spirit of Hashomer Ha-
tzair (often comparing them to the early American pioneers),
had - made a major contribution to the Jewish National Fund to
help underwrite purchase of the Juara 'I:vnau:ﬂt:.l'3

Shortly aftef the kibbutz settled the land, two of the
ex—-American shomrim were killed by Arab snipers. This event
had a sobering effect on the American movement and served to

bring home the dangers and sacrifices that chalutziut might

entail.

Il1I. Preparations for War

The . late 1930 saw world fascism gaining ground with
frightening speed. In 8pain, Republican forces were on the
verge of defeaty socialists from all over the world came to
aid in the struggle againat Franco, but the capitalist demo-
cracies stood aside as an elected, but left-wing, gpvernment
fought for its life. Franco's Phalange, on the other hand,
was aided by both Hitler's Oermany and Mussolini’s Italy.

Throughaout tﬁe world, the conviction was growing that a
new world war was likely., Hitler's 1939 dismemberment of
Czechoslovakia, and his further territorial demands on other
fronts, pave impetus to this view. Socialists could not help
but view faacism, be it in its ltalian, German or Spanish

incarnation, as an abhorrence. But socialists were alsa com-—

mitted to the elimination of the capitalist system as found




in the Western democracies. The West's failure to aid the
8S8panish Loyalist cause and Chamburlaiﬁ's appeasement policies
were not likely to cause excessive confidence in their abili-
ty or even desire to oppose fascism. 8till, perhaps Western
capitalism;. though evil, was truly the lesser of two evils,
and rthus to be supported until after fhn defeat of fascism.
Like othar groups, Hashomer Hatzair was faced with the gues-
tion: What should the socialist position be towards the
coming war?

For Hashomer Hatzair, this question was to be further
complicated by Jewish and Zionist considerations not faced by
othey ﬁociaiist groups. Although implementation of the "Final
Solution” wa; not to begin until 1941, the Hitler regime was
making life increasingly unbearable for those under its rule.
The "Kristallnacht" of November 1938, when millions of dol-
lars .worth of Jewish property was destroyed and over 2@, 20Q
Jews arrested and placed in concentration camps, emphasized
for Jews the world over the need to contain if not defeat
Hitler. But a few months later, the West would prove itself
an unreliable ally. British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain, meeting with Hitler at Munich, sacrificed
Czechoslovakia for the chimera of "peace in our time." Then,
the British povernment in May 1939 issued the infamous White
Papar severely restricting Jewish immigration to Palestine.
Thisa was a orushing disappointment for many in the Zionist
movement who had placed much trust in Great Britain. Only a

month later the refugee boat 8t. Louis with over 200 German

‘ Jews seeking safety was turned away from the United States.

¢

84




»

U

As early as October 1938 the American movement began
thinking through its position\on the coming war. In that
month, the Misrad Bogrim (section of the national office
responsible for programming for the oldest age—-level) issued
a discussion paper on "The Labor Movement and War." Though
the piece was written originally in 1935, the Misrad Bogrim
states that "[iln spite of the chanpes that have taken place
14
in world affairs we find this material still actual. (sic)”
According to this discussion paper, war will be inevita-
ble because of the contradictions inherent in fascism. Prom—
izses are made which cannot be kept, and thus scapegoats must
be found. Once internal enemiems have been exhausted, external
anemies are needed; "the entire nation is drugged into chau-
15
vinism and anxiously awaits its ‘salvation’ through a war."
In the event of war, the democratic countries of the West are
likely to adopt an appeasement policy and leave the Soviet
Union exposed to danger. Rlthough the Soviet Union
iz not the fatherland of the workers of the
world (as the Stalinists would like to be~
lieve) because each working class must fight
for its rights in its own country, [neverthe—
lessl] everything that carn weaken the Soviet
CUrnionl and help in its downfall is
counterrevolutionary. 16
Thus:
it is the task of the world labor movement to
be the vanguard and champion of world peace.
Within each country Socialist forces must
fight fascism and reaction to hirnder their
growth. They must prevent the spread of

fascism to demoeratic countries and bring
about the isolation of fascist countries. 17

The discussion paper outlines three possible policies




that  would be open to sSocialists in the event of wary it is
startlingly accurate,; because these thrée pelicies did indeed
become those debated within Hashomer Hatzair following the
outbreak of war. The three policies were the social democra—
tic "class peace” approach, Trotskyite "revolutionary defeat-
iam", and the "centrist position" which was exemplified by
the slogan "fight fasciam within and without."

The "class peace" approach, identified in the discussion
paper - with ‘“reformism” or "social democracy” as opposed to
revolutionaﬁy gocialiasm, held that fascism was in essence the
only immediate threat. It advocated total abandorment of the
class setrugple and loyalty to bourgecis democratic govern—
ments in order to support the war effort against fascism.

"Ravo;utionary defeatiam”" was its polar opposite. 8So-—
cialists could not abandon the class struggle under any
circumstances. The coming war was merely a battle between two
imperialist line—ups. Fascism was in any case only the logi-
cal extension of capitalism, and thus the victory of the
capitalist democracies would not leave the workers any better
off than their defeat. The socialist objective in America
remained the overthrow of American capitalism, irresgspective
of whether or not this might lead to America's military
defeat. Indeed, military defeat might provide the spark
needed to light the bonfires of revolution, as had beewn the
case in Russia during the first World War.

The centrist position tried tao steer a course between
the Scylla of "collaboration" and the Charybdis of '"defeat—

ism" which might well lead to a Nazi-Fascist dominated world.

4

BE&




ﬂccokding to this view, Nazismband fagecism did indeed consti-—
tute a greater threat to the w?rking clas§ than did capital~-
ist democracy, and thus it was permissible ¢to tamporariiy
unite with liberal democrats in order to prevent the spread
of fascism into the democracies. While supporting the war
effort against the fascists,

[tihe warking clams must protect its
independent existence and its freedom of
decisiona in democratic countries. It must
remain free and independent from bourgecis
government in its country -- even if that
country is8 an ally of Russia. Its policy at
the beginning of a war should be only a
temporary policy and a transition to
revolutionary policy . . . should take place
as the war continues. The goal of the war for
the bourgecisie is not the same one which
exista for the proletariat. Booner or later --—
these two pgoals will confliet with one
another. When the country is busy with its
axternal enemy workers must struggle fraom
within: and seize contral at the opportune
moment. 18

This third policy was the one advocated in the discus—

sion paper. However, this stand was not mandatory for shomrim

and there continued to be a significant percentage who sup-

ported revolutionary defeatism. The "class peace" position,
though often mentioned in discussion papers, does naot seem to
have garnered any significant support.

Prior to the outbreak of World War 1I, Trotskyites,
though a minority, played a significant role within the
movement., At the 1938 Veidah, twa factions ran candidates for
Mazkir of Hashomer Hatzair. Avraham Schenker was considered
the “pro-Soviet" candidate and Meyer Rabinowitz the "Trot-

skyist" candidate. Schenker won, but Rabinawitz and his sup-—
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‘ porters stayed in the movement. At the time, it was felt

that since Hashomer Hatzair was not a political party ideo—
logical differences within reastn were acceptable; breaches
of ggﬁign, which would later develop, were ancother story.

An article from the December 1940 isaue of the Hashomer
Hatzair monthly indicates the great extent of pro-Trotsky
feeling but also the widespread ambivalence about that feel-
ing within the movement. Written by Arthur Rosenberyg, a non-
movement Marxist scholar, the article is essentially a poli-
tical obitua#& of the recently-murdered revolutionary. Rosen—
berg notes Trotsky’s failure in hig later years to rally
people around him, criticises his lack of "understanding for
the special national tasks of the Jewish working class" but
nevertheless praises him for his "remarkable courage, " hail;
him as "the cutstanding socialist personality of our time"
and states that "workers of‘the.future" will ‘'"praise and
follow his true msocialist mind."ea Interestingly, the article
was run with a disclaimer stating that it does not necessari-
ly reflect the opinion of the editorsj this sort af disclaim~
er was exceedingly rare in the publication, but even rarer
was the publication of pieces with which the editors did nrot
agree (except perhaps in a symposium or for purposes of
dissection of the objectionable piece, neither of which is
the case here). We can only conclude that the editors were
pro-~Trotsky enough to want to take some positive note of his
death, but wary enough of some of his policies or of hig
followers to avoid total identification with him.

In late 1948 and 1941, the debate in the movement aver
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the war came to a head. A %ull—scala debate was scheduled for
the Ninth Veidah, in April igii, and in preparation for this
debate position papers were circulated.

The "official”" discussion paper issued in 1340 indicates
the begirming of a fear within the movement that a government
crackdown on "subversive' elements was about to begin. One
copy was sent to a trusted individual in each ken, and it was

not to circulate. Every boger was to be given an opportunity

to read the position paper, but it was to remain in the

21
possession of the shomer who had received it.

Tha 1940 pomition paper recognizes that "the spread of
Nazism spells the greatest tragedy of the working class" but
sfates that "the only effective fipht against Fascism can be
led by the socialist movement using socialist means, and
through the struggle for theivictory of socialism.“ea R war
between the fascist powers and the capitalist nations was
merely a clash of two imperialisms; only a SBocialist Europe
could effectively check the aspread of fascism.

In Palestine, the role of the Haganah was to protect the
interests of the Yishuv and not become totally idertified
with British interests. Temporary cooperation with the Brit-
ish should not be ruléd out entirely, but only if an indepen-
dent political policy is followed. The American shomrim note
that‘ "the Yishuv has expressed clearly and often its readi-

ness to defend itself" and they express their "readiness to

Join the ranks of the Haganah in Ralestine in order to defend
23
it. "




In a 1941 position paper this policy was reinforced and

the slogan "fight fascism within and without" made its first
23
appearance. Concretely, this policy meant temporary co-—

operation with the bourgeocis democracies and service in their
armies while at the same time being ready to seize power
should the opportunity present itself.

The palicy of support for the allied war effort was
bittérly attacked by the Trotskyist faction in a subsequent
Yeida Bulletin. Publishing their position under the title
"Why Revolutionary Defeatism”, they claimed that America had
already become a fascist country, basing their claim on the

alleged trend toward "state capitalism” which had accompanied
v - 23
the gearing-up of the economy for war.

According to the advocates of revolutionary defeatianm,
it was impossible to cooperate with the bourgeocisie while at
the same time seeking to overthrow it:

The experience of past wars and the present
one up to date has shown that war demands that
the ruling class suppress the oppressed class.
Class collaboration is merely falling into the
hands of the bourgeoisie who utilize this
weapon to corush the independent organizations
of the workers under the barmer of national
unity in the ‘'"war crisis."” Realizing that
revolutions must be prepared for, renunciation
of training of a revolutionary party with
roots in the masses for the sake of waiting
and provoking a revolutionary gsituation is
merely to lead the workers blindfolded to
massacre and defeat.

Therefore we discard the poisonous defensist
policy . .« . fwle maintain Revolutionary
Defeatism to be the correct revolutionary
strategy in the present imperialist war.26

The debate over palicy toward the war was repeated at

the Veidah which took place in April of 1341, The centrist
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positidn was-presented this time by Moshe Furmansky, shaliach
froﬁ 1934 to 1936, who had re?ently returned to the United
Stateé for his second period of shlichut.27 The centrist
position and the slopan "fight fascism within and without"”
were adopted by majority votej; there is no record of the
exact tally.

The extent of Trotskyite support in the movement at this
time is urnclear. Certainly Trotskyites were either numerous
enough or articulate enoughAto make their voices heard and to
present their poliéies whenever ideclogical debate was en—
gaged in. Avraham Schenker, who was Mazkir of the movement

for much of this time, believes that the Trotskyite movement

in the United States made an orpganized effort to infiltrate

and take over Hashomer Hatzair, seeing it as an organization:

that was well-organized and tightly—-disciplined, and ripe for
takeover since a revolutionary socialist ideology was already
deeply ingrained in the movement.ae This claim, however, is
rot made in any other sources or reminiscences of the period.
Yehuda Sela (Silverman), who was also a member of the Hanhaga
Rashit at this time, maintains that the Trotskyite influece
was simply the influence of a number of shomrim who had
arrived at a Trotskyite position on their own and, believing
it ¢to °be the correct policy tao follow, sought to persuade
others.hg

The Trotskyite influernce in the movement and the debate

over the war were terminated with U.S. entrance into the

conflict fallowing the Pearl Harbor bombing of December 7,




1941. Immediately subsequent to U.8. entry into the war, the
Qm@rican' branch of the Jewish National Fund adopted the
slogan "Land for Victory" (based on the Allied "V for Victo-—
ry"”) and sought to tie in the JNF collection to the allied
war effort. Hashomer Hatzair, which had as one of its majgor
activities and traditions participation in JNF campaigrs,
decided to support this collection. Three shomrim who had
beernn leaders of the Trotskyite factior within the movement
refused to participate in the collection, denocuncing the JNF
for its allepged collaboration with British imperialism.

This viaolation of movement discipline was not toleratedy
a distinction was drawn between theoretical disagreement on
the one hand and action contrary to movement palicy on the
ather. 0On Decémber i2 the three shomrim (David Scheck, Yis-
Paél Beinin and Natan Brown) were expelled. According to the
Mazkirut's announcement of the decision, the action of the
three was not a matter "which deals alone with KKL C[JINF1. It
i3 a matter which goes to the very roots of Hashomer Ha-
tzair."éw Although there was some protest at this decision31
it soon died down. Nao other shomrim foliowed the fhree whao
were expelled Ffom the movement and Hashomer Hatzair's flir—
tation with Trotskyism came to an end.

Another 1941 development that would foreshadow later
steps was the foundation in Los Angeles of an adult group,
Vaad Lemaan Hashomer (The Commitee for Hashomer). The Vaad
was essentially a fundraising and political support oroup

consisting of adults who had no youth movement backpround.

From the pgroup's corresponderce with the New York office, it
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seems that members of the group were not personally interest-—
@d in chalutzic aliya but wantei to help the.Hashomer Hatzair
youth movement pgrow, and to spread its message and distine—
tive ideology in adult Zionist circles.

In the spring of 1941, the Vaad cbtained a plot of land
which they felt was suitable either for a Hashomer Hatzair
moshava 6r'fur a hachshara farm. However, nothing seems to
have come of this plan, appa:ently due to a lack of resources
 to fund needed impw:vvemew'dm.‘:’2

During the finamcial year 1940-41, the Vaad disbursed
*1158.33; some of this was sent as a subvention to New Yaork
while most of it was disbursed on direct expenses for Hasho-
mer Hatzair activities in California.33 The money was mostly
raised through educational activities: lectures, plays, con—
. certs and the like. This type of activity, it was felt, not
ornly served to bring in funds but also to fulfill the educa-
tional migssion of Hashomer Hatzair in the Jewish community.

Although there had been other adults who devoted much
time and money to helping Hashomer Hatzair, the Los Angeles
Vaad is the first recorded grganized adult group associated
with Hashomer Hatzair. In it8 combining fund—-raising and
educational activities, the Vaad established the pattern
later to be followed by other Hashomer Hatzair—associated
adult organizations. Los Angeles, in particular, would prove

to be fertile pground for the later develcopmert of adult

support.
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IV. Hashomer Hatzair During the War

The period of World War I1I prdved to be one of great
challenge and difficulty for Hashomer Hatzair. With American
entry into the war, and especially as word began to reach
here of the sufferings of European Jewry at the hands of the

Nazis, opposition to the war vanished and Hashomer Hatzair

“threw itself wholeheartedly into the Allied war effort. If

the movement was strengthened by its newly-restored unity,
however, it was greatly weakered by other factors. The entry
of Canada into the war, as a pért of the British Common—
wealth, had already made it impossible for Canadian shomrim

to come to the U.8. for hachsharaj; cooperation in peneral

‘with the Canadian kinim was'made more difficult as it became

harder to routinely cross the border. The closing of the
Mediterranean and the British White Paper prevented the few
remaining members of Kibbutz Aliya Bet and those of Kibbutzei
Aliya Bimel and Daled from reaching Palestine. Additionally,
as military conscription grew more widespread, male members
of the movement were taken from hachshara, from studies and
from movement activity into the military. The burden of
maintaining the movement fell on the female members of the
movement and on shlichim of ron—American origin (notably
Furménsky) trapped here by fhe closing of the Mediterranean.
If the situation of the American movemert was difficult,
it was still as nothing compared to overseas branches. In
Eastern Europe, many of the branches continued to function,

often underpground, despite the Nazi occupation. The American
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movement took it upon itself to aid its European counterparts

to the extent that it was possible. Contact with underground
: \

European movements was maintained via Palestine and the Pal-

: 34
estinian shlichim sent clandestinely to Europe. Nearly

#3000 was raised and sent to the underground movement, again
35
via Palestine. In addition, the Kerern Hagana (Defense Fund)

was @@t up in the summer of 1942 to amsist in the defense of

thae Yishuv in case of an attack by Rommel's forces. In a

matter of weeks, over $1600 was raised which waz '"sent to
36

Palestine for special purposes.”

In order to keep shomrim aware of developments in Europe
the Hanhaga Rashit would from time to time translate and
distribute some of the correspondence it maintained hith
Hashomer Hatzair in Nazi-occupied Europe. This correspondence
was written in a type of codey "the family” referred to
Hashomer Hatzair, "brothers and sisters” or "cousins' were
other kinim, Meir (a reference to Meir Yaari) was the Kibbutz
Artzi and "seeing Meir" meant aliya. Even in the midst of the
war, 6ne of the Polish kinim wrote that they were sending
"birthday gifts" to "Grandpa Ussishkin”" (Menachem Ussishkin,
head of the JNF). From occupied Belgium came news of a
government decree which hindered the movement:

there are still some cousins whom no one knows

anything about. Uncle Gzerah (Hebrew for

decree) arrived here some weeks ago, and you

know how bad he is and how he bothers the

children. But one can do nothing here and one

wan hardly change such an old gentleman. Above

all, there is the great difficulty of having

to gsupport him . . .+ no matter what one does

he humiliates us all the same. [Howeverl he
takes care not to po too far, because outside
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the family be is not much liked . . .

There is no record of the total number of American
shomrim who served in the U.S. \military; the April 1944 Din
!Cheshbon (report) of the Hanhaga Rashit stated that there
were approximately 120 members of Kibbutzei RAliyah BGimel,
Daled and Heh in the U.8. military at that time.38 This does
not account for shomrim whd were not yet members of Kibbutzei
Aliyah or who mobilized lateb than the date of the report;
shomrim on hachshara often found it possible to abtain tempo~
rary draft deferments as hgricultural workers but were even-
tually mobilized. Thera'iﬁ also no record of the number of
éhomrim in the Canadian army..

Most shomrim serving in the military attempted to keep
up their contacts with the movement. A speecial office in the
New York headquarters was set up to handle correspondence
with soldiers, send them merment publications, etc. Soldiers
were almo expected to keep their dues current and pay a small
percentage of their salaries to the movement. Soldiers serv-
ing in Europe were given addresses of Hashomer Hatzair
branches in the countries to which they were sent, and many
succeeded in establishing contact with non-American shomrim.
In England, a rnumber of veteran American shomrim helped the
relatively new English movement organize its moshavot, and in
other ways helped it develop its educational program.39

Evenn those shomrim who were not overseas found the army
experience to be broadening. A8 products of urban areas and
of a largely-Jewish milieu, contact with rural BGentiles often

proved a source of amazement:
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I came down here [an air base in Laredo,
Texasl with a fellow from Randolph Field and
we got to sleep next to each other. He's a
married man of 30 and comes from Oklahoma ——
a nicer guy than he I've never met and for a
country man he's quite intelligent . . . [but
he hknowal hardly anything about the ocutside
world. The interesting part . . . is that he's
a descendant of the Cherokee Indians and he’'s
practically all Indian on his father's side. .
~ meeting this guy, a real Indian sure was a
surprise +to me, Back home we think that
Indians live in reservations but from my
conversations with this fellow I find that a
good deal of them live in the cities and
although they still participate or hold these
ancient festivals he laughed at me when I
mentioned scalpings and some more of those
things from the books. When I told him that my
folks had been born in Europe he could hardly
believe me, and then when I said to him that I
myself came here from Europe only a few years
ago he couldn't conceive of the idea. At first
he didn't believe me and said that I was
Joking with him but I convinced him and you
should have heard all the questions he asked
about Europe . . . He knew very little about
the Jews and wanted to know how many there
were in the world and was completely ignorant
of the persecution by Hitler of the Jews . . .
I'm going to learn a lot from him about the
American Indians, then I'll be able to teach
it to the B'nai Midbar. 4@

Towards the end of the war, soldier shomrim participated

in the liberation of the Bergen—Belsen concentration camp,
41
where among those liberated were 198 shomrim. One shomer

wrote to New York of his encounter with Chaike Grossman, a
shomeret who was commander of the Bialystok Ghetto revolt
(and who is today a Mapam member of Krnesset):

Quite casually she told us of a few incidents
to illustrate her point; for example, the tine
she had to drive a wagon—-load of guns through
the entire town to the ghetto. The town was
filled with Nazi patrols on the lookout for
suspicious looking vehicles or people with any
packages in general. Calmly she drove through
the town, singing a Polish song. Sighting one

¢

9T




Mt

patrol she didn't wait for it to investigate

her, but approached it and coolly asked for

directions to a certain part of towny another

patrol astopped her further on and asked for

her papers (which were Ffalse, of course);

without haste or trepidation she showed them,

o that the Nazi didn't even look closely. . .

it seemed natural that she should have acted

the way she did, for as she said: it was

inevitable since she was a shomeret, 42

In some of Hashomer Hatzair's correspondence during the
war, security issues and concerns cropped up. In one case, a
shomer whoe had applied for Officers Candidate School ex—
pressed concern that his candidacy might be rejected if it
were known that he was in Hashomer Hatzair. Therefore, he was
preparing to state, if asked, that he had left the movement
and bhad, in the course of his military service, given up many
of hig previocus beliefs. He was requesting the movement to
back him up in this regard, if asked, to cease sending him
mailings of movement publications (he would read those sent
to other shomrim on the base), and to remove his rname from

43
the movement mailing list.

The influence of Hashomer Hatzair was felt in the adult
Jewish community during the war to a greater extent than ever
before. In 1942, the right-wing Revisionist Zionist movement
began agitating for the establishment of a Jewish Army, and
would appear at public meetings with this demand throughout
the United States. Hashomer Hatzair took am active rale in
opposing the Revisionist move, not so much cut of opposition
te a Jewish Army per se as out of fear that it would be

controlled by the Revisionists and used for their own paoliti-

cal purposes. In Baltimore, a leaflet was distributed by
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Haghomer Hatzair accusing the Revisionists of, inter alia,
sabotaging JIJNF collections, trying to éxterminate the Hista—
drut and endangering Palestihian Jews by inciting Arab
riots.44

A watershed eventvin Zionist history was the 1942 Bilt-
more'Conference, an across—the—board pathering of all shades
and @tripes of Zionist opinion in America and, as if by
proxyy throughout the world -- since America was perhaps the

only place in the world where ail Zionist parties and groups

could gather freely to debate and discuss. Hashomer Hatzair

~was the only youth movement to have a full voting delepgate,

probably because it represented the stand not only of the
youth movemant per ggrbut of the Kibbutz Artzi and Socialist
League  in Palestine; Furmansky represented the movement in
the adult plenum and Schenker in the youth plenum. The Bilt~
more Conference was thé first multiparty Zionist gathering
since the advent of the British Mandate to demand a Jewish
state and not Bome other less than fully sovereign arrange-
ment. Only Hashomer Hatzair dissented from this demand; while
applauding both the democratization of Jewish life represent—
e@d by the mass pathering, as well as the increasing Zioniza-
ﬁion of American Jewry, Furmansky abstained in the vote,
stating that Hashomer Hatzair did not accept the principle of
a Jewish Commonwealth but supported instead a bi-national
state:

Had Palestine been an empty unpopulated

country there would have been na controversy.

However the presence of a million Arabs in

Palestine compels the Zionist movement to seek
a political formula which would safeguard the
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full realization of Zionism and promote
permanent political cooperation of the Arab
masses in Palestine as well as in the Near

 East. )

It is our deepest conviction that the Jewish

Commonwealth conception does not answer this

important problem. 45 :

Despite the concrete accomplishments of the World War II
period, processes were set in motion that would eventually
prove to be of sericus detriment to the movement. In particu-
lar, the loss of so many older shomrim to the army would
prevent the movement from growing normally and deprive young-
er pgroups of their leadership. This was recognized at the
time, of course, but there was little that could be done to
prevent the problem short of massive draft evasion:

The calling of our bachurim [young menl into

the armed services meant a radical depletion

in the ranks of our menahalim. Plugot boagrim,

formerly leading community contacts for the

kirnim, were suddenly depleted and the

remaining chaverim assumed many additional

responsibilities. In many Hinim, the effects

were felt in general atmosphere in the ken, in

decline in numbers and educational activity,

and weakening of the structure. 46

A number of kinim folded or were merged with others. In
New York there was a decline from ten kinim to s8ix, and from
cloge to a thousand shomrim to about five hundred. Even Ken
Brownsville, the first North American kern, disappeared, merg—

47
ing with East New York to form Ken Masada. This decline in
numbers was reflected in other regions as well, ‘although
again accurate figures are lacking.
In sum, the periocd 1937~1945 represented a high—

water mark for Hashomer Hatzair in terms of concrete accom-

plishment though not in rnumbers. Three new kibbutzei aliya
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- were formed, shomrim participated concretely in the anti-

fascist war effort, overseas sh?mrim were aided and the world
movement’'s policies enunciated. At the same time however, a
savere erosion of the movement began. Without older leaders
it was next to impossible to recruit or train rnew blood; in
particular as soldiers were demobilized, the movement became

top-heavy with many "chiefa" and very few "YIndiansg." This

problem was not unique to Hashomer Hatzair. Habonim leaders,

too, took note of the havoc that military conscription was
causing in its shichvat Qggrggng48 and other youth movements
must have been similarly affected. But because there was no
paid staff in HashomerbHatzair, it would prove more difficult
in later years to recoup the losses.

Although there would be hercic days to come, with shom-
rim playing imbortant raleg in iilegal immigration and in
arming the rnew state of Iasrael, the movement was in a severe-
ly weakened state. The outbreak of the Korean war, and in
particular the McCarthy "red scare' which lead to infiltra-
tion of the movement and the exclusion of its shlichim from

entry intao the United States, soon drove the movement into a

rnearly comatose state. Though it did not die, it was, as we

shall see, barely a shadow of its former self.
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CHAPTER EIVE
ALIYA, COLD WAR, AND DECLINE

I. Facing New Challenges

Thn pericod between 1945\and 1953 was one of sericus
challenges to the continued existernce of Hashomer Hatzair.
Several factor combined to impede the movement's growth and
made it increasingly difficult for it to function, despite
the fact that the American Jewish community was becoming
increasingly "Zionized." Indeed, by the mid—1950s the move—
ment, though still extant, was barely functioning. Conven-
tions were no longer held and movement publications were not
issued.

A recurring motif throughout much of this period was the
sudden and massive aliya of the entire leadership stratum of
Hashomer Hatzair. These aliyot, as we shall see, were caused
by several reasons, but all had the effect of severely imped-
ing smooth functioning of the movement. Another problem faced
by Hashomer Hatzair was the atmosphere of McCarthyism and the
Red Scare in the United States, which went sma far as to cause
FBI surveillance and infiltration of the youth movement and
ites adult affiliates.

By 1946, when the North American movement held its first
post—war Ve'ida, signs of Hashomer Hatzair’'s decline were
already present. As older shomrim went on aliya, legally or
otherwise, there were few madrichim left behind to take their
place;y and in many cases, some of the small number ®still
available were called to New York in order to staff the main

office of the movement. The result in some cases was outright
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closure of the kinimgy in others, consmolidation. The two

Chicago kinim merged, and the ten New York-area kinim of 1937
1
shrank to four by 1946. Maanwhile, between the end of the

war and November 1946, exactly 10@ shomrim from North America
2
made aliya.
Taking cognizance of the numerical situation, the Ve’ida
formally "recognizeld]l the basic inadequacy in the tnua
: 3
(movement) " but at the same time it pomited that the coming
y.irs would offer renewed opportunitiea for the movement’s
growths:
The threat of economic depression and politi-
cal reaction and the inability to offer the
secure life which youth fought for in the war
will characterize the coming years. We may
safely expect that these changes will bring
forth from the vanguard of American Jewish
youth the same revolt and idealism which was
the main attribute of the European youth move-—
ments during the last decades.

This period will almso underline the particular
weakness of the American Jewish position.

In this atmosphere Hashomer Hatzair can grow

into a strong youth movement encompassing

large numbers of the best of American Jewish

youth. 4

B8ince it was U.8. entry into World War II that really
brought the American economy out of the depression, many
socialists assumed, as did Hashomer Hatzair in the above
statement, that the end of the war would bring a return to
the mcarcity and depression of the 19303. In fact, the oppo-
site of almost everything predicted by the 1946 Ve'’ida oc-
curred. The U.8. economy pgrew more and more prosperouss

college wducation grew ever more common; and, with increasing

auburbanization and the rise of Jewish acceptance epitomized

]
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by the "Protestant - Catholic -~ Jew”" phenomenon, the "weak-
ness" of the American JQwish Rosition became less and less
apparent. Thus, the increased effort at hitrachavut (expan—
sion) called for by the Vo'idas would not meet much success.

At the same time as the youth movement continued to
shrink, steps were taken toward the formation of an adult
organization or political party which, while not participat-
ing in American elections, would compete in partiman elec-
tions to the World Zionist Congress as an ally of the Pales-
tinian Hashomer Hatzair Worker's Party. The 1946 Ve'ida
hailed the creation of the Palestinian party, which had taken
place sarlier in the year, and called on the Kibbutz Artzi to
send ahlichim here for the purpose of creating an American
gquivalent. Until the arrival of those shlichim, older shom-
rim and friends of the movement were to begin laying the
groundwork.s

A degree of reticence was noticeable, however, in the
call for establishment of a party. Hashomer Hatzair bhad
alwayas prided itself 6n its independence and freedom from
adult control, and would often chide other youth movements
for their dependence. Furthermore, there may have been a fear
that with the establishment of a party, the role of the youth
movement would be chanped from producing chalutzim to produc—
ing Diaspora cadres and members of the adult group. Thus the
Va!ida insisted that the party to be established "muat in no
way interfere with the political and structural nature of the

7
yauth movement.

124




The call to organize an American party was soon met.
Various groups of Hashomer Hatzair adult supporters had been
meeting on an ad hoc basis in various locations for same
timey among these were the Vaad L.emaan Hashomer in Los An—
geles;, mentioned in Chapter 4, and a group of younﬁ adulta in
New York City. In June 1947, the New York body held an organ—
izing conference and formed thé "proéressive Zionist Group -
Hashomer Hatzair”. This was seen as a temporary measure, and
the conference passed a resolution proclaiming its desire to
contact similar groups "in order to create an American Hasho—
mer Hatzair Party affiliated with the World Union of Hashomer
Hatzair partins."e

The New York group seems to have quickly changed its
name from Progressive Zionist Group to Progressive Zionist
League. R group by that name was issuing press releases from
the Hashomer Hatzair office by Auguat of 1947.9

The national party was established sometime later, in
March, 1948, adopting the New York group’s name: Progresasive
Zionist League - Hashomer Hatzair. Chapters existed at the
time of the founding conference in New York, Rochester,
Toronto and Montreal; there was also a local group in Los
Arngeles but it bhad rnot ratified the decision to Join the
PZL.10

The founding conference expressed support for the orea-—
tion of a Jewish state in Palestine upon termination of the
British mandate; at the same time, it looked forward to the

ultimate solution of the Palestine problem through the crea-

tion of "a bi-national mocialist society in a reunited Pales-

¢
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11
tine." fimong other resoclutions were encouragement of PZL

members in making aliya throuPh the Hechalutz and through
agencies of the Hiltadrutia and a call to "join in the strug-
‘pgle against reaction and fascism in the U.8. and on the
international scnn-."is

The Progressive Zionist League - Hashomer Hatzair soon
took itm place in the Zioniat and Jewish organizational world
as the Zionist membership organization representing the Ha-
;homnr Hatzair viewpoint. BShortly after itas establishment,
tge -Palastinian Hashomer Hatzair party merged with another
Marxist Zionist group, Achdut Ha'avodah, to form Mapam, the
United Workers Party.14 The World Union of Hashomer Hatzair
Parties was replaced by the World Union of Mapam. However; in
the United States the marger was never effectuated because
Achdut Ha' avedah supporters preferred to remain in the large
vLabor Zionist organization, Poale Zion.15 Thus, the adult
organization, though affiliated with the World Union of Ma-
bam, continued to use only the Hashomer Hatzair name in its
title. |

Although the Los Angeles group was invited to jJoin PZL -~
HH, it did not do soj it seems to have seen its function as
fund raising and philanthropy rather than political involve~
ment. It adopted the name Americans for Propressive Israel.is
Eventually both APl and PIL - HH became nationwide organiza;
tions gsupporting the overall Hashomer Hatzair movement and

the Kibbutz Artzi. PZL - HH members paid the shekel and were

members of the World Zionist Organization, while API members

11w




ﬁr

did not neceasarily define themselves as political Zionimts.
Starting in May 1948, Hashomer Hatzair made a rare foray

into domestic American politicst. The Hanhaga Rashit decided

" to engage in "critical support" for the third party movement

of Herry Wallace, who had preceded Harry Truman as Roose-—
velt’s vice president. Hashomer Hatzair was not enthusiastic
about Wallace per se, but viewed his movement as the only one
capable of keeping the United States out of war with the
Soviet Union and the Eastern bloe. In the opinion of Hashomer
Hatzair, Wallace was not stridently anti-Soviet as were most
other candidates. The movement believed that the Communist
Party comstituted the backbone of the Wallace campaign, and
aé Hashomer Hatzair was largely pro-Communist, this was an
added inducement to back wallacn.17

At the same time as support for Wallace was indicated,
fear was expressed lest the youth movement become overly
jnvolved in American politics and lose sight of the fact that
it was, after all, a Palestine-oriented movement.le Thus,
although the PZL - HH did publicly endorse Wallace, the youth
movement refrained from doing so. It did, bhowever, educate

19
its own members about the bernefits of the Wallace campaign.

II. Aliya Chofshit, Medina Ivrit!

While adult supporters were busy organizing a Hashomer
Hatzair political party, shomrim themselves were active in
helping illegal immigrants seek entrance to Paléstine deaspite

the British White Paper restrictions. Shomrim and members of
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other Zionist youth movements, particularly those with naval
experience, were scught to man boats for what came to be
known as Aliyah Bet. The purpose of these sailings was not
merely, or even always necessarily, to bring a few hundred or
thousand Holocaust survi?ors into Eretz Yisréel. In cases
where the ships were caught and entrance to Palastine dernied,
it was hoped to embarrass the British and shame them into
ending the White Paper and opening the pates to large-scale
Jewish immigration. The world, it was felt, would not lang

stand for scenes of Holocaust survivors being herded by the

. British into detention camps or shipped back to the European

sites of their suffering.

' One of the more famous exploits of the Aliya Bet, later
memorialized _albeit inaccurately in a novel and a motion
picture, was the voyage of the President Warfield in  1947.
This surplus Qméricaﬁ ship, which was originally a Chesapeake
Bay steamer and served as a troop carrier in World War II,
was refurbished in Baltimore over a period of several months
by a crew including many shomrim. The first time the crew
tried to =sail the ship it rearly sank, but after further

20
repairs it was deemed sea-worthy. Re—~named Exodus 1947, the

ship set sail for Europe to pick up its. load of passengers.
Although the ship was commanded by the Haganah/Jewish Qgéncy
and not by Hashomer Hatzair itself, revertheless the youth
movement and the PZL were active in publicizing the role
played by shomrim in the events to follow. The herocism many

shomrim displayed in this episode became extremely important

in the movement's self-understandinmg of the contributions it

@
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made to the nascent State of Israel, and in depicting the
bravery of shomrim and their cqgl—headed acceptance of duty.

About 450Q displaced persons were crammed into the ship

"at the French port of Marseilles. Among the passengers were

1220@ children; there were also about 8@@ shomrim, veterans of
21
the European movement who had survived the war. The vast

majority of the pasmengers, however, were described by one of
the crew as "animals" due to the effects of their war—-time
ekperiences:

I wmay that the pecple are animals and a lia-
bility to Palestine, but they must be taught
once again to live like men and their self-
respect muat be reatored to them. They sur—
vived because of their animal intelligence and
ingenuity but their fight for individual exis-
tence is over and they must now be re—
created. 22

As the aship neared the coast of Palestine, it was
tracked by the British. The ship was warned not to enter
Palemstinian coastal waters, but kept mailing. Well before the
ship even crossed over the coastal water line, it wam at-
tacked and boarded by the British. Passengers and corew,
including the Americans, were imprisoned and then transported
on prison ships back to France. One of the Hashomer Hatzair
crew members, a medic, described the "battle":

We found ourselves 48 odd miles from the
Palestine coast. We were surrounded by ®8iX
destroyers (one of which, ironically enough
was HaM. 8. Charity) and the cruiser Aiax. We
were told that we would be arrested if we
entered Palestine waters "illepally." Night
fell . . . At 3:30 a.m. the first destroyer
rammed into our port side without warning. HWe
were 15 miles outside Palestine coastal waters
and the destroyer had attacked with none of
heyr navigation lights an ({international
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viclation on two counts), Ddr deéks nere

crowded with women and children as well as

men. The British immediately hurled smoke and
tear pas bomba.  This as followed by the
boarding of what appeared to be masked men
from Mars —-— soldiers and sailors with heavy
white helmets, pas maska, lead, weighted
sticks, arm protectors, revolvers and tommy
guns. Against 8 warships with armed men the
Jews fought back with tin cans and sacks—-full
of raw potatoes . . . an even battle . . .

I remember running along a deck with a two

‘day old baby in my arms (one of the two born

on the ship) while several "limeys" started
throwing some bombs at me. I looked up and for
the first time saw the "Mogen David" flying
from the aft mast, while the smoke billowed
around it along with noise and confusion. The
steam whistle from the ship let out a long
wail like some stricken animal.

All morning long the wounded and injured were
brought in. Total inventory of those injured,
etc. included one fourteen year old boy dead
with two bullet holes through his head. He
kept pgurgling blood until he diedy eight
pecple with bullet wounds including a number
of teen—agers; several people unconscicous from
blows on the head (one of whom, an American
crew-man, died later in Haifa)j; and a number
with opened heads. Of those shot one man was
an American with a bullet through his mouth.
The British had taken command finally by
driving & number of people for cover with the
uae of Sten guns.

It was a very fair fipht. Potatoes against
guns. Another victory for the gallant heroes
of Dunkirk. The victors stood without remorse
or humility.

I gsaw Haifa for four hours before being
transferred to the prison ship "Ocean Vigor."
The details are urmecessary. It bore all of
the trade—marks ofa prisoner—of-war camp or
worse. 23

When the prison ships returned the displaced persons
Europe, moat of the passengers, at the advice of the Exodus
crew members, refused to disembark. As the American shomrim

with their passengers in the cramped prison ships

¢
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the coast of France, their previocua harsh view of the surviv-
ors turned to one of respect:

Standing that afterncon in the almost airtight
hold packed with men, women and children,
watching them as they were told the news [that
they were to be returned to Francel and
listening to the tremendous Hatikva with which
they responded, I was, for the firat time in
marny years, reduced to uncontrollable sobs.
Those who are leading the massea out of Europe
generally speak in terms of the utmoat
contempt for the same masses who are truly
enough selfish, grasping, etc. But they are a=s
glorious as any band of pioneers in history.
Bhorn aof every vestipe of human dignity by the
Nazis and now even by the British, they have
learned how to live in the jungle and to "look }
out for the wildlife." But they are animals |
with a dream —-— a dream of coming to a place
where they can have real homes again . . .

all they want to do is to live like human
beings. And then we told them that the whole
trip was to be made over again, that they were
being sent back, and that even though the
Freanch would offer them refuge and citizen—
ship, they must refuse and remain in their
cages, with the barbed wire, the armed guards
and the constant humiliation in spite of
everything. When they sang that Hatikva, it
wasn’t a song of excited Zionists in New York,
but the trapic response of those who were
living out the pathos of the Zionist epic with
their bodies and the sick bodies of their i
pregnant wives and sick. children. A dozen ‘
times I've foupht against myself and wondered
whether we had the right to make politics with
the bodies of our people. . .

There are a large number of Shomrim on board,
both Kibbutzim and Batei Noar (Youth Aliyah- b
organized groups of teenagers too young to N
form their own garin, and destined to be j
_absorbed by an older kibbutz). The most won—
derful is a large group of Hungarian kids who
came out of Hungary together, and carry on t
sichot and thair ken life even on the ship. 1
More than ever before, I believe that we are a 4
wonderful movement. 24 ‘

The French pgovermment refused to disembark the Jewish k-
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passengers against their will., Eventually, the priscn ships

wers brought to Hamburg, Germany, in the British occupation

zone and the passengers were fSkeibly disembarked and placed
in British internment camps. This event had the hoped-for
cffuct orn world opinion.

Participation in the illegal immigration struggle was
not the only way in which shomrim helped the yet-to~be-born
Jawish state. Female membcrs of Hashomer Hatzair traveled to
Mexico in order to smuggle out gold which would be used to
purchase weapons from Cz.phoslovakia.es Shomrim were also
active in the effort to procure and ship weapona from this
country, in violation of the Neutrality Act and the embargo
that the United States had placad on arms shipments to the
Middle Eamst. Although during this epoch members of Habonim
were caught by FEI agnnts'crating--xplosiv.u at their Cream
Ridpe, N.J. hachshara, the FBI was unable to turn up congéu-

sive evidence implicating Hashomer Hatzair in the_matter.

During the montha leading up to the end of the British

Mandate, the American movement was stunmed by the deaths of.a‘

number of its chalutzim in‘thn as—yet unofficial war against
the Arabs. Alsc among those killed was Moshe Furmanshky, the
shaliach who had spent two terms of shlichut, including the
entire duration of the second World War, in America., The
movement published a memorial book containing tributes to
Furmanskys; the respect he had enjoyed from many sectora of
American Jewry can be seen from the fact that among the
contributors was a leading Conservative rabbi and Reconstruc-

27
tioniat thinker, Ira Eisenstein.
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On the Palestinian scene, the s;cond American kibbutz at
Kfar Menachem, whose @arliest q.mbnrs had settled on its site
by 1939, was consolidated and permanently mettled by 1947.
Hatzor was settled by members of Kibbutz Aliya Gimel starting
1mmndiatc1y after the war, while members of Kibbutz Aliya
Daled were undergoing hachshara at Ein HaShofet. This group
became the first kibbutz established after the creation of

28
the State of Israel, settling Ein Dor on May 17, 1948.

" IIl. Aliya and Orpganizational Difficulties
During the period between the end of the World War II

"and the creation of the SBtate of Israel, aliya of shomrim

continued. Some of it was legal but most was not, and due to
that fact there are fcw‘rgcord: concerning the marnmer of

aliya or exact numbers. However, from the number of members

reported by the various kibbutzei aliya of the movnﬁunt, it

can be assumed that over EGG‘Amcrican shomrim made aliya
during this period.

This rapid aliya served to a certain extent to riormalize
the aituation in the movement; the closing of aliya during
World War II, along with military service in that effort, had
created a situation where many of the leaders of the "youth
movemént" were pecple in their late 208 or early 30s. By
early 1948 this backlog had been all but e@liminated, and due
to the concommitant opening of hachshara slots at Hightstown
the March 1948 Moatza Rashit (an intermediate body between

the occasional Ve'ida and the permarnent Harhaga or Mazkirut)
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was able to look forward to a situation whereby '"chaverim
going on hachshara or aliya spould be of a younger age" in
fhe naar future and that "in order to insure adequate prepa-—
ration for our chaverim, hachshara [wouldl not be less than a
ynar."ag

Howaver, the normalized situation that the Moetza looked
forward to was of short duration., On May 15, 1948, the Brit-—
iah Mandate expired and the Btate of Israel came into being.
Although Hashomer Hatzair had long opposed the idea of a
Jewish state, favoring instead a bi-national solution, crea—
tion of the State of Israel and the subsequent attack orn that
state by ®8ix PArab armies led to a closing of the Zionist
ranks. Hashomer Hatzair threw itself wholeheartedly into the
effort to keep the young atate alive.

One of the earliest decisions taken after the oreation
of the State was to cause a serious drain on the leadership
of the new movement and turn the hopes of the Moetza of a few
months earlier on their head. Due to the need for manpower,
militéry and civilian, created in Israel by the War of Inde—
pendence, the commitment to a full year’s hachshara had to
be reversed. At the begirming of June it was decided that all
members of Kibbutz Aliya Heh would either be in Israel or on
their way by October 1.3@ Thia meant an interruption of
hachshara for membera of that kibbutz aliya. Responsibility
for the hachshara farm and many key leadership roles in the

youth movement now fell on members of Kibbutz Aliya Vav, who

were mostly in their late teens. Thus, in the period of a few
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months +the leadership asituation of the movement was com—
plétely reveraed. Previously, leaderahip had been exercised
by a group that was far older gﬁan what would be the norm for
a grbup like Hashoﬁer Hatzairjy suddenly, it was baing exer—
cised by a group that was younger than the norm and, due to
thé prior lsadership backlopg, inexperienced as well.

It was also at this time that Qashomer Hat zair began ac—
cepting into the Eanks of its kibbutzei aliya younpg people in
fheir late teens or early twenties who had not grown up in
the movement but who had in some way arrived at the decision
that they asought to become chalutzim. The Hanhaga Rashit
decided to send potential chalutzim of this type directly to
hachshara, and there combine the normal program of learning
agriculture and collective living with a modicum of "Social-
ist—Zionist aducation."31 No records are available indicating
how many people aventually joined Hashomer Hatzair kibbutzim
in Israel as a result of this program. However, several
former Americans who have bean interviewed for the oral
history progject of the Hashomer Hatzair archives either men—
tion that they are products of this program or recall other
members of their kibbutz who were.

In early 1949, another aliya "Bpeed—ub" became necessa-—
ry, and this time it was Kibbutz Aliya Vav which bhad to
shorten its term of hachshara and leadership of the youth
movement. Upon the heels of the War of Independence, the
Israeli goverrnment felt it was imperative to create as many
new settlements as possible. Kibbutz RAliya Heh, which as

atated above was then a hachshara unit at Ein HaBhofet, set
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up its own kibbutz at Sas#, an abandoned Arab village in the
Upper Galilee near the Lebaneﬁn border. The povernment was
desirous that Kibbutz Vav, which already had a nucleus of 4@
or 58 members in Israel, alaso establish its asttlement as
#oon as possible., In orﬁ.r to facilitate settlement of such a
Qmall group, it might bmscome necessary to unify it with
another group. Thim in itaself would rnot be a problems moat of
the previous Kibbutzei Aliya had unified with Hashomer Ha-
tzair groups from other countries in establishing their per—
marnent settlements. In this case, howaver, it might mean a
aplitting of the American Kibbutz Aliya, with those now in
Israel helping to form one settlement, while those arriQing
later would belong to a differant settlement, In order to
@liminate this threat, as well as tﬁ enable the movement to
do its share in meeting the manpower shortage in Israel, it
waa decided to sp..d up thnAaliyah of Kibbutz YVav and shorten
the length of hachshara given its m.mbers.aa

During Passover of 1949 Hashomer Hatzair held its
Twalfth Va'ida. This convention dealt to a large extent with
ideoclogical matters, including the relationship of the Ameri-—
can yaouth movement to the PZL - HH and that of Hashomer
Hatzair as a whole to Mapam. The continued adherence of
Hashomer Hatzair to the principle of "cgllectiviut rayonit"
(ideclogical collectiviam) was stressed:

The Kibbutz Artzi, am a collective organiza-—

tion, is also a political movement which ex—

presses the political and ideclogical beliefs

of ita chaverim. Within a party, or ocutside of

a party, the collectiviut rayonit of Hashomer
Hatzair always exists and functions. (Although
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there are problems in clarifying the relation—
ship of the Kibbutz Artzi to the now relative—
ly diversa Mapam Party theyl are not of suffi-
cient importance to nullify or to disregard
the fundamental and basic principles of Hasho-
mer Hatzair: the collectiviut rayonit. 33

This was the last Ve'ida the movement would held until
1963. The reasons for this, 8o clearly symptomatic of the
decline of the movement as a whole, will be discussed below.

With the mass aliya of Kibbutz Vav now underway, leaders
of Hashomer Hatzair recognized that the movement was in a
difficult condition. Howaver, now that the storm of sudden
aliyof had, it seemedy, been weathered, it was time to once
again go about organizing a more soundly structured movement.
Thg Moetza Rashit evaluated the situation:s

We may consider this periocd that we are under—
going today the most trying period in our
existence. And when, if not under difficult
situations, is the worth of a movement proved
and confirmed?

We may face aven more difficult situations in
the future and we will have to learn how to
meet them. Larpge numbers of our madrichim are
going on aliya, and this situation meems to
perpetuate itself. Therefore, we must undergo
a process of readjustment to the new
conditions which confront us today. . . .

Our education schedule must be readjusted to a
quicker rate of development. I purposely say
gquicker because it does not mean that would
the present situation not have precipitated
this conflict, we would not be moving the same
wayj; towards earlier aliya, earlier hadrachaj
happier and more fully developed pecople in the
fire of self-realization.

The problem i3 that what may have taken
perhaps years to achieve had to be done
overnight . . . 34

At the same time that Hashomer Hatzair was rcoming to

grips with the aftermath of the previcus half-decade’'s
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crises, it developad a realization that the European youth
movement experience was not dirnctly translatable to post-war
American realities. Although in fact the classic Borochovian
analysis of the “inverted pyramid" nature of the Jewish
economic structure was '"more acute in America . . . than in
other countries in the Galut", the lack of overt antigsemitiasm
in American society served to hide this fact:

The irmer contradictions of Jewish existence
in America do not affect directly the life of
the Jewish Community to the extent of creating
a feeling of insecurity, or a reaction against
the abnormality. The Jew in America is
psychologically secure in his middle class
pogsition . . . to the extent of preventing the
action of the community towards forming a
movement or identifying themselves with an
ideology. 35

Thus, success in America would be more difficult to

acﬁieve than it had been in Europe, with its large and rela-
tivaly class—conscious Jewimh proletariat. 8till, the move~
ment leadership felt success would be possible with suffi-
cient preparation and effort on the part of shomrim.ss
Typically, there is no record of what the actual member—
ship of Haghomar Hatzair was during the late 194013 or early
195@0ws. However, a 1952 report by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation estimates that there were a thousand or fewer mem-—
bers, while Hashomer Hatzair claimed two thousand for outside

37
consumption.

iV. Korea and Red 8Scare
As we have seen, by the late 19408 Hashomer Hatzair

leaders were aware fhat sustaining their movement in America
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wduld be an uphill struggle. Two factors were mocon to combine
and make conditions even more difficult than anticipated. The
"Cold War"” betwesn the United Btates and the Soviet Union,
with the attendant hysteria generally known as "McCarthyiasm”
helpad make the mstill pro—Russian Hashomer Hatzair anathema
to most of the Jewish community, despite the movemant's
record of concrete achievemnnts.38 It also became difficult
if not impossible to send new shlichim to the U.S. Because
of Mapam's pro—Soviet stand, U.8. entrance viszsas were rou-
tinely denied to its members, including 6f course prospective

39
shlichim from the Kibbutz Artzi.

~

In addition, the outbreak of the Korean war in 195m'

cauied, once again, the problem of massive and unplanned—-for
aliya. Shomrim of draft age wére faced with the choice of
conscription into the U.8. army or immediate aliyaj in either
case, ithay would be loast to the educational work. The move-—
ment was thrown into a quandary. It did not want to lose
shomrim to a war with which, after all, it had little sympa-—
thy. On the other hand,.it would be risky to go on record as
advising its adherents to violate the U.S5. Selective Service
Act.

Reconstructing the history of the movement from about
1958 on is difficult, because few documents from this period
are extant. Accounts of debates and decisions were, it seems,
not written downj or if they were, they were subsequently
destroyed in fear that the FBI might eventually get hold of
them. At any rate, a substaﬁtial gap exists in the archives

g o
aitie]




of tﬁe movement. Recently, with the release of FBI files
under the Freedom of Information Act, some light can be shed
on the period. \

ARlthough there is no written record of an official
movemaﬁt decision on participation of shomrim in the Korean
War, it is clear that many shomrim of Kibbutz Aliya Zion
chose to evade their American militéry obligations and pgo
earlier than planned to Israel. It was this draft evasion, so
it seems, thét first prompted the FBI investigation of Hasho-

4@
mer Hatzair, which began in earnest around 135Q2. At the

same time, the PZL - HH was being investigated for possible

vioclations of the Registratioﬁ Act (regquiring registration of

foreigrn agents) as well as for "aubversive activities” due to

its alleged "foreign control.” By belonging to international

political organizations, such aé the World Union of Mapam,
PZL -~ HH may have beenAin technical violation of American law
as it then stood. The FBI agent recommending prosecution
referred to the PRPZL - HH as "a seditious conspiracy."41
Eventually the investigation was broadened beyond the ques-
tiorm of draft evasion and the question of foreign control
inte a thorough inquiry into the history, membership, and
idealogy of the organization. In Los Angeles, API was alsoc
being investigated as a possible Communist front organization
because, the FBl believed that "of its known local officers,
directors, speakers, or entertainers, twenty-eight are krown
ta be Communist4garty membersa or spouses of Known Communist

Party members." The files on API in Los Angeles are par-

ticularly thorough, being complete reports af almost every
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API activity held in Los Angeles between 1348 and 1953,
including attendance fimures.4?

The FBI cites several instances of similarity between
ARPI views and those of the Cohmunists. It notes, for example,
that one of the speakers at an API meeting shortly after
creation of the state of Israel criticised Great Britain and
U.N. mediator Ralph Bunche, an nmerican.44 Also, both API and

the Communist Party, the FBI noted, advocated separation of

religion and the state in Israel, and opposed the Korear

43
War., However, it was unable to substantiate allegations

that military training was being provided at Camp Shomria,
the Hashomer Hatzair-run summer camp.46 The FBI file also
contains a lengthy article from the American Communist publi-
cation Jewish Life which was critical of Hashomer Hatzair and
Mapam and urped "progressives" not to support or jJoin ARPT or
the PIL -~ HH.47 Although surveillance would be continued Just
in case, the FBI concluded by 1953 that ARPI's activity "ap-
pears to be limited to meetings addressed by speakers on
Israel."48 Thizs seems to have ended the matter as Far'as API
itself was concerned, but there were investigations of ather
movement branches as well.

Investigation of the youth movement as sueh.was condue-
ted mainly by the Newark FBI field office, apparently because
the hachshara farm at Hightstown, N.J. was in its Jurisdie—
tion. Included in the Newark file are interviews with a

number of people who had either visited the Hightstown farm

or had had contact with its residents for one reason or

1%




another -— local merchants and police officials, for example.
Views differ on whether or not the residents of the farm were
"communistically inclined" or hat. Most of those who had only
brief contact were impresaed by the idealism of the farm
residents and stated that they showed no interest in commun-—
ism. Those who remained for a longer period of time and
atternded satudy sessions often reported that the residents
seemed to follow the Communist Party line. Although no proof
6f communist affiliation could be established, it was recom-—
mended that "consideration might be given to this farm as a
possible Communist Party hide—out"49 due to its relatively
remote location and the strong construction of its buildings.

Investigation was also made as to whether or not Hasho-
mer Hatzair actually advised its members to evade their U.S.
military obligations. One informant stated that he and two
other Hashomer Hatzair members had been advised by the move-
ment to go to Israel rather than serve in the U.8. milifary.
The three followed this advice, but became disillumioned with
kibbutz 1life and came back to the U.8. The members of the
group, he sailid, were aware that they would have to serve in
tﬁe Israeli mili't:«?snﬂy.ma

This allegation, however, was denied by Avraham Schenker
when he was the subject of a surprise FBI interview on Sep~—
tember 239, 1953. Bchenker, who had been mazkir of the yoﬁth
movemant in the late 193@s, was now the head of the PZL - HH
as well as of Hashomer Hatzair Incorporated, the legal owner
of the youth movement'’s property. He stated that it was "the

policy of the organization very definitely to point out to
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these young men (prospective olim) their obligations under
the Selective Service Qct.f51 Whether or not this was in fact
the case, the movement was rnot prosecuted for violations of
the Selective Service Act. |

Similar to the Lﬁs.ﬂngalcs file on API, the Newark file
documents & rnumber of similarities between Hashomer Hatzair
and communiat poQitionm; it also‘documents sevaral areas of
disagreement, particularly oﬁ the queastion of Jewish emigra—
tion to Israel and over the nature of Zionism. The overali
inveastigation of Hashomér Hatzair was brought to a close on
November 25, 19533, with the conclusion that no Communist
Party control could be eastablished and that Hashomer Hatzair
was indeed what it claimed to be, a mocialist—-Zionist organi-
zation.se The FBI files do contain some entries dated later
than 1953. However, they deal for the most part with inqui-
ries by prospective members and unsoiicitad tips about Hasho-—
men Hatzair.

Hashomer Hatzair was hot; it seems, the only Zidnist
youth movement inveatigated by the FBI. Many of the Hashomer
Hatzair files contain cross—-references to Habonim, and occa-
sionally to Hashomer Hadati as well, since all three move-—
ments were united in Hechalutz and all three ran hachsarot
called '"Hechalutz Farm." Since most information in FBI files
about groups or individuals other than the subject organiza—
tion ia blacked out, however, it is not possible from the

Hashomer Hatzair files to determine anything about FBI sur-

veillance or infiltration of other movements.




V. Lelan?

By 1953, then, we see that the movement had been sub—
stantially wwakened. From its i936 high of almost three
thousand, the ranks‘of Hashomer Hatzair had declined to no
more than a thousand and perhaps much lower than that. The
weakness of the movement was such that no further Ve'ida
would be held until 1963, although in theory one was supposed
to be bheld every two years. The movement was not dead; the
Hightstowm hachshara continued to function with a handful of
members every year and a few Kinim, particularly those in New
York, Los Angeles, Montreal and Toronto continued tao func-
tion. Aliya continued as well, although not in anything like
the numbers just before and just after the creation of the
Statn of Israel. It is clear, however, that from the 195@s
onward Hashomer Hatzair was just a shadow of its former self.

Although naver a very large movement, Hashomer Hatzair
was once the largest and most signifi;ant of the chalutzic
Zionist youth movements, with an influence beyond its rum—
bers. By the 19508, it had shrunk both absolutalyi and in
comparison to other movements, in size and in influence. Why?

Aharon Antonovaky, a former member of Kibbutz Aliya Heh
(Basa) and today a professor at Ben Gurion UniQersity, attri-
butes the decline to the Btalinism of the Kibbutz Artzi in
the late 19408 and early 1950s. According to Antonovsky, the
increasing politicization of the movement robbed it of its
youthful enthusiasm and its distinctive character. Previous-

ly, Antonovsky said, there had been a political ideology and

.

iz8




R .

ideals but not political interests per sey now, the movement
was compromised:
\
fnow it wasl a defined policy to achieve

strength, it didn’t matter for what. It is

always an illusion, that one can compromise in

all morts of matteray after you achieve power,

then you can return to values.53

Antonovshky represents what might be termed the "Ypurist
stream” in graduates of Hashomer Hatzair. Active in the
Israeli peace movement (he is a member of the editorial
ouncil of the monthly New Qutlook), Antonovsky ias critical
of Mapam for what he alleges is its nxcessive willingness to
compromiae matters of principle. He sees thias tendency as a
direct outgrowth of the Stalinism of the 19405.54 According
to Antonovsky, the Kibbutz Artzi "destroyed the movnmant."ss

Avraham Schenker, who, being Mapam’s member of the Zion-—

imt Executive is clearly less critical, attributes Haashomer

Hatzair's decline to a number of factors. Among them, he

cites the "denominationalism” of contemporary Jewish educa—

tion in America. While he was a youngater, Bchenker recalls,
education was communally controlledy; this made it easier for
Hashomer Hatzair to organize, since many of ita members were
outstanding Hebrew teéchern. In addition, the communal
schools did not have the interest the synagogues did and do
in directing their students towards one of the denominational
youth groupa (National Federation of Temple Youth, United
Synagogue Youth, NationaIICouncil of Synagogue Youth) rather
than to an independent movement like Hashomer Hatzair or, for

that matter, Habonim and Young Judea. Schenker also laments
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the failure of Hashomer Hatzair to westablish Progresaive
Zioniat day schools during the years when such an undertaking

56
would have been possible.

\

Schenker is undoubtedly right when he attributes at
least part of Hashomer Hatzair's dénline to the denomination—
al trend in Jewiash education. Another factor linked to this
is the increasing suburbanization of American Jawish 1life.
S8uburban Jews have a markedly higher degree of synagogue
affiliation than urban Jews, and today’'s "full service syna-
gogue, " complete with religious school and youth group, is
largely a suburban phenomenon. The move away from the city
élso meant that the environment which feostered Hashomer Ha-
tzair's strength was dead. The intensity of ken life was made
possible by the fact that shomrim could walk to the ken after
school and spend several hours a day there. In the suburbs,
this was of course not posliblé; and city kinim, toco, suf-
fered as crime made it unsafe for children to go out or stay
out at night.

In addition, one has to realize that the basic premises
of Hashomer Hatzair are not in keeping with most of the
accepted rnorms of Americar Jewish life. The United States is
the only developed country without a mass socialist movement
or labor partyj msocialism is at best considered eccentric and
at worst dangerous and subverasive. American Zioriism has never
really placed much emphasis on aliya. The Brandeis tradition
for the most part saw Zionism as charitable work, important
to be sure, but not leading to aliya. The strict emphasis an

aliya was very much against the grain of American Zionism,
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Other Zionist youth movements that did not demand aliya seem
to have been more successful in gaining and retaining mem-
bers, Young Judea was the only indigencus American movement.
,it was also the only one with paid staff, a movement that was
not particularly secialist though pro-~kibbutz, and the move-
ment which placed the weakest emphasis on aliya. Perhaps not
surprisingly, it always bad more members than the other
Zionist youtﬁ movements éombined.57

Finally there is the influence of the gseries of mass
aliyot. These have been fully discussed above; suffice it to
say that they seem to have inflicted structural damage from
thch the movement never récovered.

After 1953, Hashomer Hatzair experienced some ups and
downs which will be discussed in the next section. A notice-
able wmpurt in membership took place in the late 1960s and

early 197Qa, the pericd of the counterculture and renewed

Jewish pride after the 8ix Day War.

VI. From 1953 to 19885.

In the various kibbutzim of the Kibbutz Artzi, and in ather
places in Israel, one will find several dozen graduates of
the North American Hashomer Hatzair movement. An equal or
greater number can be found in the United States who passed
through the movement and remember it with varying degrees of
nostalgia. Themse people might protest agairst the assertion
that Hashomer Hatzair all but died ir America by the mid-

195@s. But viewing the movement objectively, one carmot but

-
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agree with the conclusion of a former shaliach to the United
Bfates, inﬁarviewed for an evaluation of the movement by the
Kibbutz Artzi publication ng\xgrgg, that "the movement in
North America began slowly dying as far back as the Second
World war."se

By thé mid-1950w, membership in Hashomer Hatzair was
down drastically from its pre-war stage, and would never pgrow
beyﬁnd 50@.59 The kinim 8till functioning after the mass aliya
of the Korean War era consisted maostly of the chanichim of
those who had participated in that aliya. Due to the Red
8care, recruiting for the movement became difficult. Instead
of recruiting openly through Hebrew schools, children coming
from " known progressive backgrounds were approached in a
secretive manner.sw As noted above, most of the organs‘of the
movement had ceased functioning. There were no ve!idot, and
Youth and Nation ceased publication around 1954.61

The Canadian sector of the movement was not as seriously
affected by the McCarthy atmosphere and remained compara-

tively much stronger. Some indication of this can be seen in

the moshava attendance figures from 1357. In that summer,

-three moshavot were held in the United Statea, attended by

225 shamrim. In Canada, with a Jewish community a tiny frac-

tion the size of that in the U.8., the two moshavot were
62 '
attended by . 148 shomrim.

By 1957, the Red Scare had greatly subsided, and the
63
movement felt confident enough to resume open recruiting.

This move seems to have shown positive results. In 1959, &5

fAmerican and Canadian shomrim made aliya —— more than from
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all other Zionist youth movements combined.

Another indication of the upward swing in membership is
the fact that in 1963 a Ve'ida was held, the first since
1949. By this time, Hashomer Hatzair was the only movement in
North America still maintaining a hachshara farmj; other move—
ments had replaced hachshara in America with a one-year
seminar on a kibbutz in Israel. Hashomer Hatzair reaffirmed
its desire to maintain its hachmhara, feeling that this was
more realistic training (because the trainees were fully
regponsible for their own sustenance) as well as serving as a
pogsitive example for younger shomrim.65 Hashomer Hatzair af-
firmed its support for the civil-rights and disarmament move-—
ments. Shomrim were encouraged to participate in these strug-
gles. However, they were not to join any political organiza-
tions, nrnor were they to wear any non-Hashomer Hatzair sym-
baola, such as SANE buttons, on their movement chultza (uni-
form shirt).se

In 1966, another ve'ida was held. Aware of the leftist
political ferment occcurring on many American campuses, the
delegates began to look for ways to reach out to the New
Left. The ve'ida decided to participate more actively in
general left-wing struggles and to publicize more forcefully
the movemert’'s stands. It was also felt that the hachshara
farm could be used effectively to reach cut to New Left
groups, as & living example of socialism in Qmerica.67 This

ve'!ida also, for the first time in the history of the Ameri-

can movement, allowed all shomrim the opportunity to obtair a




€a
college degree prior to aliyah.

These efforts began to show some fruit, in particular

\
after Israel's stunming victory in the June, 1967, 8ix Day
War. In the aftermath of the war, Zicnism and Israel deve-

loped new popularity in the American Jewish community. Kinim

grew; the Montreal ken, historically the largest in the

63
movement, had between 128 and 15@ members. In 1968, funds

made_ available by the Jewish Agency made it possible to send
shlichim to Chicago and Philadelphia, where kinim had not
existed for many years. The Los Angeles ken grew so large
that plans, apparently never carried out, were made to launch
a second ken. Also in 1968, a group of Jewish university
students in the San Francigco-Berkeley area ihdependently
arrived at an ideologiéal position similar to that of Hasho-
mer Hatzair and soaught to affiliate with the maovement in
some way.7@

R similar group was organized in New York in 1969 as the
Jewish Liberation Pr‘oJect.i4 This group held its founding
meeting at the Hightstown hachshara, and operated for some
time out of the API/Hashomer Hatzair office at 15@ Fifth Ave.
The Jewish Liberation Project became the base of New York's
"Radical Zionist" community, and among other things issued a
Passover Haggadah that portrayed the Exodus in terms of class
struggle. The group seems to have disbanded fairly quickly,
although some of its members, including the feminist writer
RAviva Cantor, became active in the leadership of APRI.

In 197Q, the Hightstown hachshara was finally closed

down. However, the next year the Hashomer Hatzair mapgazine

¢
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Youth ‘and Nation reappeared after a hiatus of more than a

dozen years. X

The year 1973 marked the sixtieth armiversary of the
world movement and the fiftieth of the movement in America. R
flufry of activity accompanied the armiversary. A booklet was
bublished, reprinting a dissertation chapter on the origins
of Hashomer Hatzair in America. PAnother booklet detailed the
origins and current status of the various kibbutzim in Israel
founded or populated by graduates of the American mavement.
Plans alsa were laid for publication of a comprehensive
history of American Hashomer Hatzair, But this never ap-
peared.71

In the decade or so since then, the movement seems once
again to have experienced a period of decline. Few of +the
varchival materials from this period have been treated and
catalogued at the Hashomer Hatzair archives, and thus for the
most part are unavailable to the researcher. The writer is
personally acquainted with a number of shomrim from this
period, however. Many tell similar stories of chance encoun-
ters withv the movement. Some were invited by friends to
participate in an athleticas contest or some similar event,
and something in the movement served to draw them to it.
Although the movement continued to be tiny numerically, with
centers in (Queens, N.Y., Los Angeles, and Montreal and Toron-

to in Canada, the group spirit of the small number of shomrim

seems to have been quite high. RAliya still continued in

numbers which, though small, seem still to surpass those of




larger movements. The Daf Yarok article wmentioned above

claims that there were 40 shomer olim in the years between

1380 and 1985, while during those Bame years there was no
aliya at all (at least to kKibbutzim) from Habonim.

ﬁ The picture of the movement in the summer of 1985,

according to Daf Yarolk, seemed rather dismal. At that time

there were twelve Hashomer Hatzair shlichim in the United
States, of whom only five had anything even remotely resem-
bling Hamhomer Hatzair kinim. The rest occupied their time in
various communal activities outside the framework of their
formal assigrment. The "inventory'! printed as a sidebar pgives
the statistical picture of the movement at that time:

In the United States as a whole thare are 7

kiriim, which number all together(!) 180

members from the age of 9 until @22. Among }
these are 2@ bogrim. In one ken, San Francis- ,
co, all activity bhas ceased and the ken is _}
closed. In Canada there are two kinim which ‘
have 6@ members, among them & bogrim.

Some specifics:

New York: Z2@-30 members, 3 bogrim.
Los Angeles: 30 membersa, 2 bopgrim.
Philadelphiar 20-3@ members, rmno bogrim.

On the continent (North America) as a whole
there are, according to the report (prepared
by the Kibbutz Artzi shlichim) two garinim,
which together number 4@ bogrim. One is a
garin for Kibbutz GB'vulot, part of which will
make aliya this year and part, it seems, next
year. The second is a garin to Kibbutz Adamit,
H . and its aliya date is unclear.74

Shloma OBlazer, shaliach in New York from 1982 to 1984,

I points out a crucial difference between the first and the

—

sacond thirty years of the North American movement's exis—

tence, above and beyond the question of numbers. During the




days of the "classic" youth movement, until shortly affer
World War II, the movement was run by bogrim and the shlichim
served merely in an advisory c&pacity. S8ince then, there were
more and more shlichim and fewer and fewer bogrim. The move-
ment was run by shlichim, and ceased t¢ be truly a youth
movement. In that sense, Glazer says,.Hashomer Hatzair really
died years ago. "True," he says, "where there is a shaliach a
few members congrepate around him, but that'as not a youth
movement."7s

Moat current and former shlichim agree that there is no
future for the youth movement as it presently exists in
America. The only reason it has not been closed - down, they
say, i8 because the leaderahip in Israel carmot accept a
aituation where "the flag of Hashomer Hatzair won't fly" over

the world’'s largest Jewish community. Unfamiliar with the

American reality, they insist that the crisis in the American

movement is the fault of shlichim who do their job poorly. If
the shlichim were better, the Israeli leadership says, the
movement would be strong. The shlichim interviewed in the Daf
Yarok article iﬁsist that this is not the case. They agree
that Mapam and Hashomer Hatzair must have a presence in
America, but feel that new ways of working, more suited to

the American scene, have to be found.
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ABSSESSMENT

Attempting to sum up \the history of a strongly
ideological movement such as Hashomer Hatzair is very diffi-
cult. Much depends on the point of view of the person who is

making the evaluation, the degree of sympathy that one has to

the ideology in question, and in particular the relative

importance one places on aliya, on settlement, and on
kibbutz.

If one sees aliya as the summum bonum of Zionism, one
must evaluate Hashomer Hatzair in a relatively favorable
light. Although the creation'of more than half a dozen kib-
butzim and the aliya of‘sovnrnl hundred chalutzim is merely a
drap from the vast sea of American Jewry, nevertheless one is
faced with the reality that this is far more than any other
youth movement operating in America ever accomplished; Add to
this the role that shomrim played in illegal aliya, in smugg—
ling weapons and supplies to the nascent state of Israel, in
settling the borders and in defending the country, and one
has & fairly proud record. This is especially so when one
consideras that American Zionism has rnot stressed aliya, and
thgt American society is largely antipathetic to socialiam.

Those who do rot strese aliya mo greatly will be less
impressed. Only a tiny fraction of American Jewry passed
through Hashomer Hatzairji movements like Young Judea or the
denominational youth groups have ce;tainly done more toward
building the Jewish identity of American Jewish youth, few of

whom are likely to make aliya. Indeed, the aliya exclusivity
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has often had a negative effect in that ex—-shomim who did
not make aliya often became embittered and abandoned Zionisam
and Jewish identity entirely.' In numerical terms, and in
terme of concrete achievements Harn in America, Hashomer
Hatzair has often been a sideshows Urofsky's standard book on
American Zionism, American Zionism from Herzl to the Helo-
ggggt; does not contain a single reference to Hashomer
Hatzair.

Perhaps the most important contribution that Hashomer
Hatzair bhas made is, ironically, fhe key to its small size
and relative lack of influence. Hashomer Hatzair, in its
refusal to abandon itms idéology and accept the widespread
American Zionist assertion that "America is different” and
"America is not Gola" has remained a prod ana a challenge to
the American Jewish community, a reminder that while American
Jews are building Zion larpgely through their purses, Jewry of
most of the world has built Zion with their bodies, their
pain, and their faith. |

Juat am importantly, Hashomer Hatzair and its adult
affiliates have continued to assert that Jews and Arabs can
and must live together peacefully. In ites insistence that
Jéwish rights need not negate Palestinian rights, Hashomer
Hatzair has provided relief from the "moral autism" so
widespread in American and world Zionism.

Although Hashomer Hatzair in America has seen many
succesaes in the past, its shlichim today are correct in
their negative assessment of the future of the American

movement. As long as the Kibbutz Artzi is willing to finance
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shlichim, there will always be a handful of youth movement
members around them. Hownver,\current American Jewish reali-
ties are not such as to engender any large-scale rebirth of
the movemint.

The reasons given in chapter five for the decline of the
movemant in the 1950 still apply for the most part today.
The heavily concentrated Jewish neighborhoods on which the
ken system was based by and large do not exist any more. The
continued dominance of synagogue~based Jewish edubation tends
to furmel students into the derominational youth groups
rather than independent yopth movements, although with the
grswth of independent chavurot and the resurgence of the
Jewish day school this may change.

The secularist ideclogy of Hashomer Hatzair alsc pre-
gents a problem to the continued existence of the movement.
Secularist Judaism of the type Qo famili;r in the 19208 or
19308 is all but dead in America. This does not mean that
American Jews have returned to religion. Feople affiliate
with s8synagogues for all sorts of reasons that have nrothing
whatever to do with religion, but the fact of the matter is
that in America the synagogue is almost the only place one
goes to for any sort of Jewish identification. As long as
Hashomer Hatzair remains "allergic", so to speak, to working
with synagogues and rabbis that are close to it from the
Zionist and political point of view, graowth and recruitment
will remain near—-impossible tasks. Some way has to be found

toward ircreasing cooperation with the Reform, Reconstruc—
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tionist, and possibly the Conservative mavements.

The other main focus of Jeﬁish identity in America, the
federations, are difficult p;aces for Hashomer Hatzair to
find adherents. Eesides being very much part of the "America
is not pgalut” mindsét, federations are pgeared toward a
"consensus and establishment point of view. As the divisions
in Israeli society grow sharper, Hashomer Hatzair is.likely
to find itself more and more representing a minority,
"disserting” viewpoint.

The one wselling point that Hashomer Hatzair seems to
have in its favor is the kibbutz. American Jews are often
attracted to the concept of the kibbutz as something uniquely
Israeli, a true contribution that the Jewigh state has made
to the world. Most younpg Jews visiting Israel spend soﬁe time
oy a kibbutz, regardless of youth movement background or lack
thereaf. Since the raison d'etre of Hashomer Hatzair is,
after all, to bring olim to the Kibbutz Artzi, it oseems
logical that more effort should be expénded towards attract-~
ing American yourngsters to at least short—term kibbutz
visits, and maintaining contact with them cornce they have
returned. This toco presents problems in that both the Reform
and Conservafive movements rnow sponsor their own kibbutzim
affiliated not with the Kibbutz Artzi but with the United
Kibbutz Movement. Hdwever, the Kibbutz Artzi has recently
shown interest in expanding its work with the Reform movement
and possibly even coreating a Reform kibbutz within the
framework of the Kibbutz Artzi.

A youth movement follawing the supggestions outlined
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here would no doubt look radically different from what has
historically been known as Hashomer Hatzair, but it could
3till succeed in producing chalutzic aliya, probably in larpg-
er numbers than the current youth movement. In this way, a
Kibbutz FArtzi and Mapam presence need not be last in this
community numbering about 4@# of world Jewry. The other
alternative, it seems, is continued spending of hundreds of

thousands of dollara from the budpet of the Kibbutz Artzi for

‘a movement with fewer members than one suburban tenmple youth

group.

Today it seems that the traditional approaach of
Hashomer Hatzair is not appropriate to the American scere.
Recruitment to an independent youth movement is difficult and
the intensive ken life of the classical European youth
movement is no longer possible. Instead, Hashomer Hatzair
must find new( ways of working in the PAmerican Jewish
community. HKibbutz Artzi shlichim could work and teach in
synagogue religious schools and day schools, and perhaps the
movemernt could set up a day school of its own. American
visitors to Hashomer Hatzair kibbutzim could be introduced to
the history and ideoclogy of the movement, and contact could
be maintained after the proup has left.

Although Hashoﬁer Hatzair's classic youth movement
format does not seem appropriate to contemporary Americawn
Jewry, its ideology and analysis, orn the other hand, may well

be. Certainly many of the developments predicted by Hashomer

Hatzair inm its use of Borochovian analysis have not come to




pass. Just as certainly, however, assimilation and the disap-
pearance of Jewish idantity pose a major problem to continued
Jewish existence over the course of the next several decades.
Perhaps the Hashomer Haﬁzair assertion that Jewish identity
im only possible in the contradiction-free atmosphere of
Israel will, in the end, prove correct. In that case, Hasho-
mer Hatzair will have been far more important, and certainly

more prescient, than most current evaluations would admit.
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