
ii i; , 

Statement 
byR,eferee 

Statement 
by Au~ 

Library 
Record 

l) 

2) 

3) 

INSTRUCTIONS TO LIBRARY 

I 
The Senior Thesis of Stephen A. Arnold 
Entitled: "IdeaA of Immor:ta]j~ 1n Amer1oan Refar.rn RituaJ" 

May (with revisio'ns) be considered for publication ( ) 

May be circulated ( ) 
to faculty 

( )_ 
to students 

( ) 
yes 

to alumni no restriction 

May be consulted in Library only ( ) ( ) 
by faculty by students 

( ) ( . ) 
by alumni ,~iction 

(date) si natu ei'-re:l ere· -

I hereby give permission to the Library to circul?te my thesis 
( , • .✓•)' ( ) 

yes no 

The Library may sell positive microfilm copies of my thesis 

(,~- ( ) 

The above-named thesis was microfilmed on fqh,J 
----,.•d-::-a...,.t""'e"")---· 

For the Library __ -p, /fA./~ L 
"l"signature of staff/member) 



.;. 

ot11,;.i ,,~ifi:,·· ,; •,;/J;DEAS·©F:,!MMORTALITY IN 

i;;';•·<(1.i\MERIClJIN•:·llEF\DRM·· RITUAL 

Stephen A. .4:rnolcl. 

.,'J.'nesis submltted ·in partial·. 
fulfillment ef requ.irements 

· . ·:rev': the ·,negret @f · Master @f 
Ax-ts in Hebrew Letters and 

. Ordin.at;t 0n •' · · 

Hebrew Union OolJ.ege ... Jewish Institute of Religi.on 

1961 

Referee: 
Professor Jakab J. Petuch0Waki 



iv 

, DIGEST OF '!'HESIS 

' I, 

'·"''' 1'''• This study ,is based upon the .assertion that immoi~·taJ.ity is 

orre 'o.f 1!i'.he ·utii;ver.sal concerns ·,.of mankind •.. 'fhe particuJ.ar manif'es .. 
' ' 

"ba,ti.ons ,;of ,this; oonoern within historical .,Jewish· .:rel;l.gious experience 

liave' uridergOJ:;lf.J :.s:tgnif'i.oant ,development •. 'Wit.h the Re.form Movement 

thewe came . an import'ant reorientation to id@as of immortal:l:ty: resur

rection w'as denied.,, ,and: ·the .Erternality of .the sou.1, alone, was affi:r:·med • 

. ,The :maj.or means .. of commun:i .. oat,ing . the ideas of ;tnrrnortali ty, as 

o:omweived :by'Reform th6lo1;i:>gians, is ·through the ric1~al text.s which 

the·people· 1 rea,d,a.ri:d near. By analysing ·the ideas of immortality and 

the irnodelf.h.by which they ;are expressed in American Reform ritual, we 

have attempt.eq ·to approach a .. clearer understanding of how eff ec·l;i vely 

and honestly we are • dealing w:i:~h the concerns of, our congregants :tn 

this area of .thought. 

The major portion of the thesis is devoted to an investigat,ion 

of the E!i~ !?:·arer B~.~½:, Newly Revised. We have seen how ;ideas of 

immortality are expressed., primarily, through (1) the GeviU'ot bene

dict,ion, (2) prefaces to the Kadci1..sh, (3) ·the Kaddish, and (4) 

elaborate Memorial Services. There are two ma,jor ca.tegorier1 into 

which the ideas of' immortality fall: 11heavenlyrt and 11 earthly. 11 

Within these we find descriptions of or, more often, allusions to 

"passi-vett and 11 active 11 states of existencee The 11 heavenly11 immor

tality is only vaguely defined. 11Earthly11 continuance is more 

specifically spelled out. 
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An investigation of the major ant,ecedents to the present 

prayer books reveals tb.e sou:r•ces for 'ritany of our p1•esent forms and 

idea.a. However, we find that in the prayer books produced by com-

mi ttee ra,t'X:q:r'tt.,>tli~r.e. ,is an av.er increasing ·bendenoy to increase the 

,;p,umb~P,. o.$, w:ords o~- .the. subject of :j;mrnor·t;aJ.i ty, while at ·l:ihe same 
! \, ,', '. '· . / ,,,, "•~ ~, - • I~•,! ' . ' j, ,. ' , ·.. I. . ' . . ' 

describe9. a,,s,. clea,r. tldoctrines 11 have ,become sugges·bive 11 ideas. 11 

.Tl1f,3,,,J?:t;"'.9,P+~m ?f pi,ytne retr:iJmtion,. ;:\.s increasingly glossed over or 

~gp.ored. .Ideas of nea,rt,hlylf co.ntinuance in memory and influence., 

II ~:I:ongi w;i t}l, tl1,99~ ;9.f cosmicll et,ernali t,y, have ~lowly but surely 

:taken pr~ce.d~nc.~ ov~r e.arlier doct,rines of the conscious immortality 

of the soul •.... 

We ,~r4,gg~st t:P,aj:. :the. real <;:oncerns o;f our people for conscious 

j.mmortality. and som!?. ,event1ual justice a.re not being dealt with ade

q1fl:l.t~ly in the present liturgy. We urge that the problems be investi

gated wlth theological and philosophical honesty; and that the editors 

of the r:Ltuala- share more f1,llly their convictions with their congre-

gant?J, who look to the prayer books for inspiration and comfort. 

Ii'ina.11.y, we ha.ve provided appendices in wb1.ch the significant 

portions of the antecedent German liturgies are given in Engl:tsh 

transla:t.ion. 
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An investigation of ·t.he ma.,jor a:rrt.ecedents to the pref.lent 

prayer books reveals the sou.rces.fo:r 1many of our present forms and 
,_ 

ideas. However, we find that in the prayer books produced by com

mittee effor~, there is a.never increasing tendency to increase the 

:riumb€lf of, w;ords o:q, the fSUbj ect of i,mmortal:t ty, while at ·t,he same 

ti,;r11e re<:l'4cing the substance of what is satd. Wha.t once cou..1.d be 
' .. , ' •- .,. 

described a,,a. clear. 11 doctrines 11 have .b0come sugges·tive 11 ideas. 11 

The, .Ji>ro,blern ?f Di:v;ne retribution ic; increasingly glossed over or 

ignored. Ideas of 11 earthlyfl con:t,inuance j_n memory and influence,, 

ll I along wi tr. tho~'? .of cosmic' eternality, have slowly but surely 

taken precedence over earlier doctrines of the conscious immox•tali ty 

of the soul •. 

We .s1.l.g;gest t:b.at, .the. real concerns . of. our people for conscious 

:l.mmo:rtality and sorn~ ,event.ual juert.ice are not, being dealt with ade

quately in the present li tUJ."'gy. We urge that the problems be investi

gated with theological and philosophical honesty; and that the editors 

of the rituals ~hare more fully their oonvic-t.ions wi'l;h their oongre

gan'l:.s., who look ·t,o the prayer books for insp:l.ration and comfort. 

:B'ina.11y, we have provided appendices in wh1.ch ·t.he significant 

portions of the antecedent German liturgies are given in 15ngl:i.sh 

translation. 
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f'<!J!;t'J;'\{,t,~b~;i:t;~.,r:;:~p~: sev;,er8:1 people whose help should be acknowledged. 

W;:L,~p.~µ,.:t;u;b,l)~~f effo,r,-~s ~pi~ thesi.s oouJ.d not have bee~ brought ·to 

q~w:w;4~~i on, 
> .. tr~.:v; ~.-!JfTf}N ,:·>',?.Y ·t·:i'.· '. . .-.:,,_.'.'_~: ;: , ; , , · , · 
To Rev~ Alfred Seelig., Rev. Dorothee Hansen and Mrs. Jakob 

~r, ,H '\ 'i''·fa' ··:~\. _,,-,.·t.~ (, u''~ J 

Pet,1.1.chowski ;i;gq,:1;;~~~k.f:;~f¼d_;•~PT,P;'J~,C:i.§r~:lor~ ,fqr ,;their labors in the 
r~::ti'-'i;~.l'rf~~'..-l;~:~· f:I,:·l}1\)':·;_'{{~:'.:°' r:~:;i c·v··!.~~;\\· 

translation ,:Q~•:,t,ll,~ G:€!.fll}<H<·J.:l.~v.rij:i.,.~s- )•• J) is through their efforts 
ti,~:<f:'1·H. ;.:.rt.,:t r~\,rt::<•>f.i,;_\'.\ I< ''.' ,•,_;,;_. "?t:,':'~ t,··~ ,:, '.,/;:_., 

that r have:,R-~s~n.,i4Rle,,t,,9,;pi-:e~~,n,:t ;i,~ne P*,~ 9£ ,,tt\e materia:l J.n 
' }',\,; .•;;·l_')(\,/\.i/ ~-.;{"'· j ;·•,,· •:'·,",. :.- ' 

Chapter IV anqwtri~. Ap;t1.E1:q<Xi,,cel?. ·••. · . 
'.•'1 t> \ ~-: .·'.. ;·:j i :.· :~'.~.;·-:. >, ·f ~:,, ·. •!' , '_(!''' ·.,. :··• ,I'., . '._;: .' .'· 

To Pf9+:~.~~pr ;4iko,o :'J", ,Jet.W?~9,'f$¾1. go not only my thanks, but 

the major 'i~ha:r.e. ,.9,i' any me:dt .. :whiol+ m~y>~9crue to. this thesis. from 
' ,;, . ? ' ,_i('f .f. " . '• . . . ' •·,. ,, ' . "' ·, ,·, . . . . . 

inception to,90:i:nplEltton, his hand has guided this s-tudy; and bis 
; '·' -,_ .,j:,, ,'. 

' ' 
this a true 11learning e:;per:l.ence. 11 . , ,, 

.And to ,n:r wi.f'e,i 'Cec~le' go rrr,r J.ove and.' Uf'f ect,ion for her calm 

unders·banding, and her wiJ.lingness to share her hut,band with ~ud 
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INTBDDUCTION 

. '":i)l(~ t,."' ,~,.:~,-· .- ·., l" ~ ·_··. ,- _, 

••Qntal:tW ::l~· on~, o;f 'l:,.h,,~ •uniy~rsa~ 9oncerns ·or m~nkind. 
J\t\ )1 ·;(1~•, :l -,,-, ~ · -.• ·· : ·c • • • , 

, There 1.~\h,;$,~;ct\.y; ~:;,IB;inti}l.e. .•h~m~~,;.0~1:Ltv.~,e, .e~t~nt ,or extin.ct, in which 
~~\,:t ,r~\_\)_:;,,c'r,';'.'~~-\~. r,.,,:••;·I_,.:;:,'•,.!;_·,::, ' .. ,1·,•,,:.::'• r':•:,1,.•,;_ /o' .! 

one doea not £ind some·idea or ideas about ttwhat happens after death." 

It seemi:k.'t!bat il:11~,' b~~.t~e:i:4,gm);~~n .al;>le ··. tq aoc~pt, 001nplet~ly, his 
-~·;.{flt1l~;''.1 ~t~, , 7 .. v-'~• ·\!';:: •s:· .,· ':_ ·, ., .. 1. ·.; _ 

finitud!llt.11J!'Itlt:,i9X/.e(:<W{t;½ Qr, .. ar:i.otin.e:r h,~. P,lil.fS. 11disoove~ed11 . that dez:J.th is 
' - . ' i . '••' .. . ' . . .' . 

"' ,..,, ~·- ,~,1 -. { i; .''\·' ~ 

not rea:\;;J.y\:hi~·,u,,it:t~~te goal,' the complete termination· of every aspect 

of his };m:J,.ng~, ,,~ilJl,, r,,fus~s .tq :;b.e,,.;~lll~pt~,1, ,. ... he. strives. to be tlimmor

l~''• 11, iJl~ w~rrt,1s;, to, v•itvell,: sorqeh~,, E,ve,n after M..s .•. appare11t "q,e~th. tt 

t .i;,: ::;, ()tTbert,xa:re m~Y,·r:p,a~gg!Sr,~Y men yi,~rn a,fte:i;- ,itnmortali ty ..... after 
' ' 'c• ,.,, •' .,, ' .- , . , ·.c. 

t:?.~m~, c wt:l:n\l~"lrtptl'.':qfi, \tt:\l~i;r., Jiss~ntilil l selves beyond the grave. There 

is the ~~p;i.,, f~/iP," 9£ b~iµg,,,,1J.ltimi:l~tly ~lptl~ ,~~ uq.lcnown a net 1:1.nknowing, 
' . . . . ,- . ' -, . . . 

unloye,q,~oo up.J,.ovi,nf.h,.,;,••'J:Pere .is,\th~ fr:ust:r,at1ion .. of hopes,,.un:fulfilled, 

.sit': goaJ,s, npt y~'.1:, ~t,t,a~n,d., 0£ potential. n.ot ,ful,1y. re,al,iz.ed, of. work 

uncompleted. ,And-the,:ce Js the,,pass'ion ,to. ,know. that somehow-, somewhere, 
l 

the t,err;i.;bler,:l,njust;Lces J>f .~~rthly 11,f<' will be rt,ctj_f:ted. 

Di:fferent .. cult,u:res.,, primarily t 1?,ro:ugh thei1· religiou,s. bel:i,.efs 

arid institutions, l1aye s.o.ugpt,to deal w.ith the concern for imnwrtality. 

Various ideas and. doctrines h.ave been brought forth through the cen ... 

·turies in an. cattempt to sat'isf.y t~e hearts and: minds of men with regard 

to their :ultimat,e destiny •. 
' ' 

Judaism, too, has ha,d to deal, in one. wey or another, with the 

concern for immortality. In K~ufman Kohler I s ~~~2 
we 

find a fairly comprehensive summary of the long and varied crurse of 

,Jewish ideas on the subject. 

,. 
!: 
i 
1:. 
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th,:i1 l1'8:lJb!lite·a1.,J:udaism eviinced- such:: a ,powerful impetus 
, _ . ~oward a complete and bl~ssful, ].ife w:l.th God, that the 

,:u,1:: . .L:;:t·,1ntente:r and purpose. of existence could not be transferred 
to the hereafter, as in other systems of belief, but was 
f'ouftd.;, d.n.r·bh,iri·d·emtre' to work ·out the life here on ·earth 
t,~111it.a,, 't:fu.il.lestupossiblei development-~ 3 · · 

r 
In the course of time., however., ·the qµ.esti.on of exist

enc!e.t M'lbe:rVi defath·'' d(,',)man ~d :more and more·. a ea tisf actoey 
answer. Under the severe political ar.d social oppression 

L ::t1. hthatneame•>up,otif· the ,Jewish. people, L the •pi.ous · ones fa:i.led . 
to see a just equation o.f man's doings and his destiny in 

tr::this.fltt,f e·,p :,.dp ,_, , · · ( . >. · 

.Ap.d:.·so be-gani;the•,prtloea.s, which led: ,to the· Phariseilis I adoption 
cf . 

(frow:the;Pera:ians)~ ·0£.the'dactr1ne,of :N,sur:rection. In 13:pit,eof its 

lack o.f .so'.lild 8er:Lptui~ai: support,0,this ,was ,to remain·. a cardinal ar

ticle ofid;'aith :even' into· the- present oerrbury. 

'l'h:Poligh' the.• centuries,,, as Judaism. developed; rnany ideas of 

immo:rrtali-ty were expressed, both on the level of folklore atrl of 

philosophy~ But -not until .,the publiea.tiort of Moses Mendelssohn's 
,I 

Phaedon in, 1767 was. the doctrine' o.t' resurrection challenged so strong-
~-u• - '1>"I' -· • 

ly, and the imn10:r·~ality of the ·soul set for.th so persuas'ively, as to 

bring about a real change in thought on the subject by a significant 

group within the Jewish community. With Mendelssohn ·began a·new e:ra 

in the Jewish treatment'of the concern for im.mor·t,ality. 

Mendelssohn's purposeful rejection of' Jewlsh tradition 
and concentration upon eighteenth century philosophy do 
not disqualify him as the pioneer Refo1m thinker upon the 
subject of immortality. On the contrary, it is probable 
that he set the pat·tern for the Reformers who succeeded 
him. 6 

Jack Stern (see note above) points out that the theologians 

of the Reform Movement, which arose in nineteenth century Gel111any, 

based thfJi:r ideas of immortality on both faith and reason. While 

they felt that resurrec·tion involved a supernaturally induced phe

nomenon on the order of a miracle, yet ·they saw the immortality of 
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the,. so;ull.,;,,~s:,b~ing,;.:\:'.)ound, -up with :_the .workings of natural lawe Kohler 

d~oil;a~.~!it:',., 

,:: 
1l 1J :\R~s,u:r.'.:r.eotiiqn, qf tn..e Pody waw the 1:>el,ie f of. forme-r 
ages ••• but immortality of the soul is the hope of the 
~r,.;J;ir:sbt-ene4,· _,; .. _,"7 

11,,,·,,t;:,rtiAJ1.d,7I$.a~c .M. Mise g~ve a $,eriea, .of. li'riday night lectures 11in 

wqn,:.e,n,1e:tle <.Glo.ns;i:d~r,ed th~· 'l;q.e;.l ·0$ 1.mniortality as a tenet of Juda'ism ln 
. . 8 

tm,~;; .. J.iigh.t :Q;f:·,s;Qie,ntific and phi.losophical principles. 

By,.,'bhe :tftme of the Philadelphia Conference in 1869, the .Ameri

Qan -R~f'mrm.• l'A1:>binate w~s ready j,o 1;1.dopt •c1s on(;} of its principles: 

._ , .. ,. ,; Th~ belief in bodily resurrecrt.ion has no religious 
.foundations, and the doctrine of immortality refers to 
•the ::afte1:1~exis:tence of the soul .. only. 9 

:~nci _in 1885, the seventh 111plank" o:f the Pittsburgh Platform 

was adop·t;ed ae f'oLlo:wsi 

· · · . "W'e re.assert the ·doctrine of. Judaism that the soul of 
man is immortal, grounding this belief on the divine 
nature. ~,f the human spirit, which .forever finds .bliss. in 
righteousness and misery in wi.ckedness. We :reject, as 
ideas no·t:, rooted in Judaism, the beliefs both in bodily 
resurrecti.on and i.n Gehinna and Eden (Hell and Parad:tse) 
as abodes .for everlasting. punishment and reward~. 10 

But let us return again to our :i.ni tia.l- premiset men yearn after 

immor·t,ality. No·t:, only theologians and philosophers, but laymen, too, 

are cone a med with what happens to them when they die. Yet the average 

layman does not, read Maimonides or Mendelssohn or Kohler. or the Year--
~ of the c.c.A,.R. How.,, then, is he to know what the theologians 

have determ:l.ned to be his u1 ti.mate destiny? 

'!'he answer, through the ages, has resided to a considerable 

extent w1.t,hin the pages t1f the !£.i_<!_d:!:_;', the prayer book~ lt~or here 

the theology of the Jews has been set forth for the ElV€)ryday use of 
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the t1eve1,ydayf1 Jew. (Not tha;t the prayer book could be consi.dered a 
I 

theological tract; bJ.t certainly its pra.ye:rs arrl affirmations of faith 
'.' ,.., ; ·~ ;.', ';/ )-· ,.·: ..,:, ''," .. •. ·' 

e:xplicitly or ilnplici tly conta.i.n the essentials of Jewish doctrine.} 

t1f6frfthe avex•age American Reform Jew, the only clues to his 

irnmortald,ty,t:J.Jie Zi:n>tl:fe"'t:e:rt,a.: of' his rH:H.ial s .. - be they tM simple 

,p~a\y~:t'·· reoilb~u .. :.o.Ver' .th~ -~~h?!,t:ze~~. caridl.e, or the elabo:i:•ate Yom Kippur 

Mentdtt?iial 'Servitfe:~ 

·,., ,:, ,, ; '.rhere.:f?ore," :;t,;f .orte :w;tshe,'s, to investlgate and evaluate the ways 

'in1wh1:eh·.Anterloi:ln-Reform Judaism is dea.11.ng with the co11cerns of 1·1:.a 

·adherents; .vis ·a vis '·irtnnOrbali tt, then, one · must ·turn. to· thE! prayer 

'bOoks 1 'and:n1a:nuals wh.ieh0 actually co1ne within. the sight or heari.ng o:r 

·the' pe opJ..e ~· ,. 

·This is p:r:•ecis~J.y',what· we wi,ah' to attempt in this· thesis. We 

shall try fa:> .find ~nd evaluate ·both the ideas of immortality ru1d the 

words and ceremonies through which they· are expressed in Am.erica.n 

Refonn rltual. Hopefully our efforts wi.ll. bri.ng ua closer to a reali

zation of what we are doing, and what we must yet do, in Ord.et• to deal 

effect1.vely and honestly with the concerns of our oongregants with 

rega.rd. to the pll:t'J.:ioree and ultimate destiny o.f' their lives. 



!! 

'I 
''I 
:I 
:1 ,1 

ii 
ii 
ii 

II 
I 

I 

I 
!J I, 

Ii 
Ii 
'1 
'J 
,I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
'I 

I 
i 
l 

I 

l 
'! 
•I 
d ,, 
:I 

:1 

I 
j 

l 

j 

J 
'l 
'1 
) 

" 

,; 

5 

CHAJ?TF.iR I 

'.l1HF.: UNION PRAYERBOOK., NEWLY RE'VISED, VOLUME I 

J;NTU,ODUOTICN : · 

, The most important source, for our purposes, is the current 

ed.it~.on Qf the Jl'!l:1-0.!lJ:~.1:.:~~-• · These are the prayer books used 

by !il.most all Ref'orm Jews in ,America. The .ideas of 1.mmortality ex ... 

press,,ed in tbese volumes are, .,then, of gr.eatf!lst ,signifi.cance for,, 

·today' a Reform Jews.: In later chapters we shaJl investigate, 'Compare, 

and contrast ideas and modes, of expression of the antecedt!mts to the 

current ed,it:ton. Tn, the@e first chapters we shall look carefully at 

each service. Not only ideas, o.f :uomortal1,ty per se, but other ideas 

which touch on immortality will be noted,. (E.g., the soul, retribu

tion, puni.:ilhtnent; death, redemption, salv.ation.,) 

Rather• than cataloging our firrlings unde:r various headings and 

noting the pages whe;re specific references may be .found, we shall at

tempt to ·liake the i.deaa as we find them in, the va1".i, ous se:rvi..ces. 

( F:rom a liturgical point of view, the ~.!!,~ of the idea wt.thin the 

sel"Vice may be of as much importa nee as too idea i. tself.) So these 

first, chapters will. procede more or less se:riati.m through the pages -- , 

of the ,prayerbooks. In a later chap't:,er our findings will be summa1~ ... 

i.zed and evaluated. 

:Ii:V.ENING SERVICES FOR '!'HE S:ABBA'l'H 

"Light is the symbol of the di.vine in man. 'r:he spiri.t of man 

is the light of the Lord. 00 (Proverbs 20:27) Here on page seven., i.n 
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\11tcf~•11.t:~t~a.J;li,fe:t-I,:L:ilgb't.1h:g ·S'abba:bh Car1dles,"' we touch on an idea which 

1!s111,J:ias'ltitt:\\'Q >ttre1:1 Jie'Wli..stt1:c6hoe:rn: with· imtnoi•tality.. This sentence is one 

of.sevi:b1irf,'(!jt1 ~h:,~!!,t;h~hl'e'o:fi•tt1.tght'lfs 1
'. n '· But the idea'e=res. sed has :'I • • ' • . . , ', ...... J;.-'. , . 

'heep'eilrt i:Llth'4..t!ttNil1'¢e\ ~thalf1·'In'ere' '.~oetio' syn1boli1Wt •' • The concept of the 

Yi1J.1}v.'!tr1e,:l sp1a'1t '\(%.e)'ie'J<PJ::i'ghttt )twttn;tn m.afr,c whtch :ts the ''spirltll or 

fi:§·ou.Ji\,H1'fli!s\:at) .. tfre ,·fie'ati:t df ·fdany:,'arghlrients £01· the immortaln. ty or that 

1i3t:11ir':l!-t:/,t,:, 11· G6~>1.'ei" 'e'ternal:1{:and ·ttthe· spirit'. of man ts the light of 

''-b'.iie;",tfdra ,'.1n\hi'ft'i!itJhatc'sp:t±'tt,t; too\ 'must p arliei pate ih eternity; for 

'heM'"'()OUJ.:'tl, the'. ••1i'gh't'b•fl''the1··Ldrd11 l·ever be .. exti.nguished? · Within its 

16'6nit:Ie;ic'tJ';i(n1r•'~h:r.~sfe "wbUld·se·Mn, innt>bimt of ;any- reference to immortal

·11.it½~ ibtilt:l"w'l!thin the': ridn\t'eit' o:f an individual worshiper's f.eel:l.ngs, 

the ass'o'bliattotrmtght ,easi:ly be ·sugg'£isted. ·Also there is this con ... 

's1.tHiratiom:< ' ,after ;yerat~ of' repetitiorF •through regular Sabbath worship, 

thiis::: ltdea,r;:aa many b't',her~., probably becomes engt•ained in: the sub .. con .. 

scious ·ot •the individual, and may support unconsciously more direct 

'statements a.bout 'immortality· found' later in the prayer book. 

· tt'he idea of the dtvine in man ie agai.n expressed on page 10 

in. the invocation. 1'1e ask God to ttenlighten our eyes to behold Thy 

guiding pow·e:r in all nature from the remotest star to our inmost soul." 

Then, in the sam.e paragraph, another idea·is introduced which 

seems to be associated vtith our major theme. The invocation is closed 

with the prayer that our mecU.tations am prayers llbe acceptable unto 
2 

Thee, our- Crea'l:,or and Redeemer*u Th~ words ''Redeemer" and nredemp-

tion" are found repeatedly in the Union Prayer Book, each with ap---.... - _........, __ 
propriate synoeyms. Oft,en the 11.turgical setting makes :tt clear what· 

I 
I ! . 
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!Nil:!4!.@JJa~•-i.:me~J?;;i?l,~:µ:t,.i~,Q~h~l'<,Pllaio,~s, s.uch as tile p1•esent prayer, 

t~~d$'~u1t ~~.,·:dQ~s ~Q~ . ,~n~ppliy;<,;a .. s in,gl.~; :hit erpretat iop.. · 

➔:.h/j r.,r·1l?+.:vi;':i;,qe r,:P,d.~;mpt,i,<;?n.: ~f;l .. '>~xp,:,~ssed;,:in the Uniqn. Pra~:: ~ seems 

lR1 l~:\:.t.~.n·tq, ,:twq maj 9l q~;t,.~go:ries i d.eliverarlC~ of .indi vidual,s. or,·· 

1l.i,;\,~;ig~@iJ~1~qm· '\11~.~qµtp,u~Yi~s ,•irr ~~Jt,;.li~f"l .. an.d thatt ultimate rescue 

f<,t(11m,:?~al?,;\;hJ;;l't;&l:f.t· wh~(}h,., ,::is, e~e:rnal: 'lif~. In th,is. pr1zyer, offered at 

·l:,!1.t",-.]?egt,~.~j,t},g. 94': $alit,,a~h .,r9,;i;•1.3hi.p .,,. ~.i,t.be;r .9a.teg.o:ry might be applied • 
. ,,.,_ ' 

~l ... e,Q..Q9mRassi.ng.,.,1il'lvoly~;mtnti,.1:,l'l ,our lives •.. ,A:;, ,it·is He,. who causes 

'lll!t:<~<bqom~ 1:t\l,;to,.;,'l;the, .. 1,ii'e o.f t~e .Wotld, .J30 it is He who, at th~ end, 

will,,.,,deli-y;e1z :us: ltrom: this .. life •. 
·,_--,.,, '.,. ; . . ... ,·- ':·: .. 

"'"'. O~, :redempt,iqra.,,can lttll s~en ber~ as a .oontinual process, as is 

opeat;lqn., {11.Tpou,rene~~~.~,d,,aily the,W'Qrk: of. creation •. tt), Each week 

w~ ga:tl1~:r ~o ho ppr : :b~ Sabbath, t,he d,ay which is, in,, itsel.f' 11 a re.,, . 

d~l).p~ion:, :f:rom ,the ,!ldiffic:ult.ies and • ., • confli.ctsri of ,,the daily mrk 

:routine. Mo st. likely i.t is the :La tt~r in·~ex-pretation. which most of 

us. would accept .in thts instance. But again., as we shal.l see in so 

mariy:. pl aces within the liturgy, the situation and mood of the in

dividual, worshiper will usually determine the nieaning of a word or 

pass.age for .him. This partioula:ir pa~J!lage is illustrative of the phe-- -
nomenon that we ~ind, in Jewish worship: the ideas expressed in the 

r:l.tual are often only suggestive; their deeper mean in,g and sign:tfi .. 

canoe a:re dependent upcm the interpret~ti.on of the individu.al worshiper. 

In the responsive reattlng on pages 10-11, which is a compila~ 

tion of verses from the Psalms chosen for Kabbal.at Shabbat in the ------·--· 
siddur, we find a number of ret'e:renoes to God's ''salvation. 11 It is -
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di:fi':tcult,rt.6· inte:vpret p:t?ecisely what a.alve:tton means here. . It is 

tied:.'' i.n wittlf the id~a'' of.! God's eschatol.ogio al judgment, the theme of 

tlie origiha'l!.ps~·~s · in.v<;>lved. Out theme of immortality may be averred 

to in thenvei"sff!t .''O &-en,tf.l.litt/lovedhe. Lord, hate. evil; He :preserveth 

the 1' settls:·tc,fi' His !servants'." · Now. preservati.on might be understo.od as 

elthe:r:·:earth1y·•0r''·~terrial 'preservation. ,,The- ori.ginal ve1•ae -runs: 

Q~!ye\ Adonai s:gn '.': .. !~.h.i::,;:~!ID~!~.!!.~~!3hqt~ri~~:ld8;VJ.~X)lil~i:.!~ll!..l:~-

t·iflem' (Fs:alnf'•97:10).· Here the. 11b0 part of the verse sta.tea ex .... 

plic'itly •wha·b too ·11 a:u part means: "He delivers the:111 from the hand 

(power) , of tbe wicked. 11 • ' However, by 'omi tti.ng, the latter ph'.J'.lase, the, 

ed.i"h'ore· 'of •the Union 'Pr~l~':: Book have made V'ague th.at whlch was once -~-- ·~ ' 

clea~-. ; 'As we find the sentiment in the se:rvioe now, .it could be taken., 

w.tthout too much d:lf:f'lculty; to mean that God. preserves the .souls of 

his servants (liho hate evil) unto e,ternity •. This would. leave us with 

the problem 0f the destiny of those who do not "love the Lo:r•d. 11 But 
. -

this would not be unusual, for we shal). see that this precise problem 

comes up quite a number of times as one analyses the pages of the Union 

Prayer Book. --
Redemption i.s thi:i theme of t.he geu;t!l-_12 respons1.ve reading on 

pages 14 ... 17. But both the Hebrew and the English make it clear that. 

it is God's saving power in his·tory, not in eterni.ty, which is being 

praised. The future redemption peti.tioned for the oppressed o:t the 

world is compared to Israel I s deliverances 'ttin life, 11 not in a here

after. 

But when we come to the 1'~ benedictlons, the word 11:redemp

tion II again retreats into a theological cloud, and its meani.ng becomes 

obscured. Also, we are p:t•esented wUh two te:icts, Hebrew and English, 
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pxea:eb)lf:,~,fiwhichtmllst'lf,be :eat"efully:-''scrutinized, since the tttranslation" 

ii!..:i;S.rVIOtiial:ways's.t,:,C'tH!lti"(and 'a ,erahslation1must al ways be' to s Or/le extent., 

r:1xan ;¢arterp:ret;aJ,i6ll) 1 

,·{th lthe ',:Av:o.1f 1·t>ehedfd'tidri 'We 'recite our· praise of God in a modest -
~Away,, (a:e'CO~dlihg ,\S'I,'(!), T1ailmtidie"•i'.nstfu'Otidril}. He who was God of.' our 

\ ilf~:blters'~~ ;remetttl/ie,:tiirtg1::ttf~' '.nde'lt6tion 11 ·or the patriarchs, 11bringest re

dempti1bn· to, th:e:1:1' 'dtsoe'n.d~rrts ;n ~e sa;t. · ,we call God 'our ''Savibr. 11 

, ':iWith:tn:, thl!l'<gene:ral ccint'e:lrt' :of th~,'p~ssage, · and wt th 11n eye to the 

/ pa:rttcip:ta;l f'oi-m. (umevi ... ~• bringest) the: most 1:lkely rrieahi~g of re .. 
~ ±11qpi,;t-

d~mp'lii:on. ,'is, some kind, of 'aid within this 1if e. Of' course, the Tra- -• 

1;ditio.ti:al,t~:x:tj rea'iiling .~?~! · -· redeemer is more explicit, and One 

m!i.ghtl:,A•eaeoh that · sine~: the former reading' called. for earthly re-

. demptibn:, • so does the present vers:i.on. (However., this 1.s not al.ways 

a. safe' assumption, as· there are numerous places where slight changes 

,in text alter meaning considerably.} 

And nCM•we come ·t:.o one: of the key passages relati.ng to immor

tality, the ~1 benediction. This paragraph has played. an im

portant role in the history of Reform theology and liturgy; and it 

deserves ca:t'e.ful attention. In subsequent chapters we shall see what 

changes have been made over the years in both the Hebrew text and its 

vernacular interpretation. At present, however, our concern is with 

the passage as it stands - .. as the worshiper reads and inte!'prets :lt 

today. 

'Ih:Ls passage has aptly been called ·~ --- Powers, because 

in it are enumerated some of the ways in which God is, ete1:•nally, a 

Gi.bbor -- a Mighty, Powerful One. We should note that this paragraph 

is., in a way, an explfoation and extensi:on of the !!£! passage whi.ch 
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pp~aeges.:.~~ .. ,,,J:n .~.11t9h., ,G9d is :being spoken of not as Creator, not. as 

M~t,a.t..~~,-,qf' ,,tl;leit;Vn:t-ve:rf:l~,.J,u,t as fll~. Goq/~pd .. 0-od of' .9ur fathe:rs; 11~ We 
··,··• ,_. ,, 'Jllf ~ ...... -

al,i'~,:,, spf3i;i.~iQ.g of. th,~, reJ,li'lt:Lon~MrP bet1WE>'•n dod and the :l..ndividu,al, the 

F~tl:l~r: :i:!,nd:ibi!;'l ql:lildr~n., l'he · 11.powers1' here mentioned are all those 

which God\;e;l(:eX'Qi.(:1~6,., :tn ):tis rel~.tiQn,s .. with his children, such as heal

itlg,,'line ,.$.1:Ckf: u,phQld.ing thosf) who fall. • .3 · 

'.'.Ph~ ,m~jo:r t,tleme of;, thii paragraph is the. life .... giving power .of 

Gog;., ,,W(ij .•r.e.hea:rs,e the .abi+ity of God, as Gipbor, to save, susta:tn, 
•.. . . .. , !J • • ' ~I.~ . -~ 

ppesi,~rve, uphQl~,,hea;J.., free,.keep faith with the deadand to implant 

w:i.t\1,::i-t) us eternal ,li:pe,. . , '.l1rue, .·we · .. ~dmit to God I s power to cause death; 

but only,,witni.n a, cheerful context of immortality. Here we state with

owt .. resepva.tion (yet, witb.o:ut elaboration) that we are endowed with 

Instead of. ~redem.pt,:tonl\11 we use 11 save0 and ttsalvation 11 in this. 

pa,r.a.gx-aph. 'I'he precise t;iif:f'erence between the two terms i.s never clari

fied. in the J,H,urgy itself. Again, there is sqme . ambigui:ty in the 

phraseology •. There t;ieems. to be a gradual build ... up within the bene"." 

diction~ Ji'irst we speak .of God's saving and preserving power d:uring 

life; then we ;affinn His sa:t.vation beyond death .. But upon C'loser 

ex~:i.nation, we see some difficulties, A comparison with .the ~ 

would show how these diff:toulties ha:ve resulted from the editing of 

the· traditional text;. but here we must take the words as we find them., 

'What are we ,t,o do w:Lth the phrase,, 11in the multitude of 'Ihy 

mercies, Thou preservest all"? Is 'it intended to be understood as 

the second half of. a couplet, repeating the sentiment of ~wsu.stalnest 

the livingtt? Or does 11 preserveH.rttt imply immortality? If the worshi.per 

l:· 
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''aml111:1&!:t1\itaf.idiHebr~*?'ntili.'will. see that there ·ts a clear difference 

B'~t-Qq\\·i'ir~1ftlefi.~JE1eef afl<ffii!rn+ohaye ~· > : lt wottld • seem more · reasonable tha t 
' .. , •. 11_, .. ___ -~-

{1)l~t:htf}e:ec&":r1itjttii'l}efi'PritJat:t:on f:/FWtfrtJ~rided, 'because it is quite obvious 

that Godflf~o'is'}";,ntftv,rt5r&$e:t'!'il'el'k1!,l'le 1:Lv:tng ;.; ... ···people do die. -
'.f3'.t\ti1'l:)11tl,:l.trni:s•11,filfit&rtlfe'tat'5J~fr,:\f"•Pre'servest1t 'refef:ttng; to . im:m.ortali ty) 

' 
tt&il[~, a:!J~oiifi ~Pi'l!fC~wi:ffi:':'li,fie t:,pattert:i'whi&li t·he next two sei1.tences follow. 

Tnf!i!OWall i,j!,a:rtta:r,;1Thotii1iJ.phoJ.detf't11 • sp;saks 6f' earthly life., the i•b14 part 

tJ.:f iffi.m.i6flta1:uty.· ·,1" (A~sfun:Lng the:tr ''k$epest faith w.i. th Thy children in 

ditlth'Va.s·:,in·'lif ~1• "oarl. cbeU:t.aken 'as. an expr~ssion of' immort.?11,t;y-, Ac~· 

tttiJ;.l:Jl<'Ph:i.ij''.;tk':at \:riathe:r: viigu~<statemEiJnt in' its present context.) ·· 

11Ji:utflor1,a.r: 1li:f~fand'ideathf '·source''Of salvationtt 'seems· to be a 

rle~:b'<su.mmaiHbiFof'.'.ithe ~xtetli.t of{Jdd 1$ powe:r/H'life:, d,eath and eternal 

:-.,, llW.ltb ha.st imt,lanted-·\rithin us eternal ·life11 finaily. comes 01.1.t 

and says dil"ec·tly what :we 'have been ;hinbi:ng, at, above. The past tense 

would su'5gest· that iminortal:tty is a certai.n thirig. One might ask at 

what point this implantation' took place ;...,. :ls one born with eternal 

life already "built in, 11 oi• does God espe.oi.ally implant it within us? 

·' • This question is pa::rtioular.1y significant whenone> compares the 

Engli,sh wl th ·~he Hebrew and finds that ~ is a pa.rticipi.al form, 

and c culd be taken to me an that eternal life is not somethlng implanted 

once and for all, but is scrnething which God continually grants, or has 

the power to grant. 'l1he:r.e might even be poss:tbility for question here 

as to whether immortal:l ty will be, actually, implanted within each of 

us. After all, the chat:trnah of Sim Shalom on p. lhl which pra:lses God 
~--.,.. - --.....- . 

as ~ ~8::1-'?.1!! ls not taken to mean tha•t, peace i.s an accompl:tshed 
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fa.ct '. ..... which i.t obviously is not. One worriers whether. 11I:mplanter 

of e.t·ernal.lif'e, 11 und.erwtood i.n the same way as lllgiver of peace," 

might. not open up q1lll.te a. new idea qf immorta1ity1 

, We also find in.looking at, .the Hebrew '.text that, furtller inter .. 

preta:bions and understandings care possible. ~'09aye ~ could be 

taken: no·t, as tlpreservest11 but .11 revivest11 or 11makest liven .... ha.J{'.(>l 
. ~-

might refer .to a.11. mankind, or even to the indestrucitlbility of matter. 

Of course the more literal t1 sleep 1.n the dust n is more sp ecifi.c. What 

undergoes considerable change in translation i.s melech memit um•chaye _ ... _ ~-- _.,..,._, ---
"King who causest death and revtvest, and caus

est sal v1~ion to sprout, 1111 does not fit the pat tern est a bl i.shed by the 

editing and ·the English. The idea of immort.aUty involvi.ng a specH'fo 

a.ct of 11 rev:!.ving11 or •••quickening" (as the old translati~n rendered it) 

on the part of God is carefully avoided in the translation. 

In summary, it would seem that even what we sti.11 have of the 

traditional text has been edited through translation to such an extent 

that we have no clear idea of what immortality is or might be. - ~-
Eternal life is preservation, saliration, a state wherein God keeps 

faith with His children in death. It is left to the worshiper to 

supply whatever explanation may satisfy him as to what these general 

te1"!lls actually mean, if anyth:tng. 

The special Sabba-th prayer on pages 20-21 gives intimations of 

inrmortality. "Heavenly Father, we rejoice that amld the ceaseless 

cares ••• of our earthly life, 'fhy holy Sabbath has been g1 .. ven us as a 

day of rest and refreshment of soul." "Earthly li.fett would easily 

i~11ggest its opposite, "heavenly" or "erliernaJ..11 li.f'e ... - especially coming 
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1ra~iirstl.<l·:hm.raed'i:ate1yJaf\ter ,,the Ge'Vtl.rot· ·benediction, Also~ we have here 
"' llt lh&t/t ,.._. ,,_.. 1/1' 

·Ka1,yfai!Jhtr;1}:rif«amind.:Emenceito£<tbhe !jraditionJl idea of the Sabbath as a fore ... 

't,:$st~ :<lID11b:e,:;1,wlfi'i(l.dirb~tcome. 1Het'eva:s in·othaXl places in the liturgy, 

f~~:n'b~lli,:tt;~t~ap~!~'.~JlTIUch like a ··shy 1·•wa1.1f!lower11 ...... uneasily 'present, 
. . . 

t.:d~ut·ciU:t';Jw.i.. ll:ttl'lg ,;,it'o ,,;J.dok :.:bhe>wo:rsh'.i.per ,square in ; the eye and · accept the 

1'-0,llil.V'.li.11at-ton!r(~om:etifn·e's •the :ea:rnE1st1 pliea) to come •out ,into the light 

Pr<!>b~bly no part of the l,iturgy better_ i,llu::.rlira·tes the way in 
~;\ ~ i 'C' ·th, r'"' :, 

which oon·bext and mood can determine meaning than does the twenty-third 

This psalm is found in several places in the Union Prayer Book 
,•.__.,, - .. , .~ ~•1o11.,,,•,~·~1-~--

does muoh to determine our unde:rstandi.ng of the purpose and intention 

of the ancient words. 

We first find it on page 2h as an alternate selection for "Silent 

J?raye:r•." With:tn this context, following prayers for Sabbath rest and 

for peace., it seems unlikely that any concem for immortality is in

tended. "He restoreth my soul11 would more likely be taken to :refer to 

a state of inner composure than to tm afterlife. E:ven' the 11 fo:rever11 

of the last phrase could be taken as a resta·t.ement of Hall the days 

of my life.'' Basically it is, in thi.s place in the liturgy, an af .. 

firmation of .faith a.nd trust in God's comforting presence, As we meet 

this psalm elsewhere in the prayer book, we shall indicate how ideas 
. . . 4 

of immo:rtal:l.ty appear within it. 

Before going on to the latter part of the Sabbath gve service 

which is the mime (except for introductions to the Kaddish) for all 
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>nV•'l/t fr"'}\1:rm,-,. ,·.,;}),; ,•-,:h ·..-,,:' ,:,,;--;' ,:·-,, 

v'aiiati~~ris;·· we :sh'aii''see what the variations of the service have by 
, _ _,-.__ . . _ l1..t. _,in\;;r t<{* t 1:r }} :1;/ {-~ .:,:t 'i 1 

·:'·_,. < 
wq-of reference to immortality. 
·w~.:ttqll i,.J1\r(;,l?/t;,'..r:,r ~1 ·'"' J, 

·- · •·' On page 28 there is a responsive reading, after ·the invocat:ton 
dcVi~.u~i~- :t:r,1\tt't:.:- d:t :~'•;;'}(\t/:r ··,.; -1:. ,:,1·: .. ·,'i 
and before the Bareohu., r.rhis series of psalm verses almost defies ---$W.t~~';\~f,::,fJ '1'1 l,). ti:~~/,~~ i~ \; 

a'h~lysi·s. The worshiJ:iers seem to be throwing themselves completely 
{. 1:~J/.t t !.'>n (t .1:~1::t.i/ r· t· > > .:•;: ··/ -n ·-~ ·. : 

upon the ·mercy o:f' God ... - His salvation, His teaching, His strength, 
fi.~1\l'~~.n-:h .. \/>r\ h~),: '.?'~•)· )!.,:;;. L/\'' ·;- , ,i<' '. ·.'\ , 1 

His comfort, His light. However, the clue to the ultimate emphasis 
tf}]. :.~"\,:y t,.,hr·rh.:tf~~h .i:h~r:(ft::· .f"'_l\:rf':,(·•,':: ·/ ~./i ·,i :i~ -:\ . .:' ·. --. : 

here is ta be found., aga.:in, ;tn. the context. The "theme" o:t' th:i.s ser-
t:l)H t. '.\. ra tlr 1- c, ~t: ,,i~(t 1r- i ·; 

vice, as keynoted in the invocation, is stimulation of awareness of 
t.:'i'.'"· :'.) ;:'/\\'{:'. ( ~ Nf.:i.,.:·-t:,.'-'i :-.. \ 

God, dependence upon Him. Therefore in the responsive :i:•eading, the 
g ~:/)I\f-:/,:: {),· ~: \''.!. j;, '{ 

case is ·rather overstated in order to keep the theme going. (Surely, 

1'Whom''ha:ve :t'1n heaven but, Th~e? And having Thee r desire none else 

upon ·earth~,i would hardly be taken literally- by any but the most utter

ly 'dtH-l;late of o'u:r" cong~egants.) Though one~ 11Wait for the Lord0 

as a hope for immortality, it is unlikely in this confoxt. 

Another ldea of :l.mmortality is introduced in the Silent Prayer 

on page 46; 
I 

'rhe worshiper asks tm t God help him to make His bidding 
/: 

a "familiar way of life, so that J: may live on in deeds that bless 

other lives and leave behind me the heritage of' a good name." We 
·' 

shall find variat,i.ons on this idea elsewhere in the liturgy. It is 

not necessarily exclusive of the idea of '"eternal life. 11 It could be 

understood as a companion to · the lmmortaJ. ity of the· soul, or, on the 

other hand, as an explication of what it is. In either case, we have 

here a definite connection made between conduct and immortality. The 

worshiper wan·ts to lead the proper life 11so that I may live on in 

deeds." One could take this to imply that the .?EJ:l~ immortality is 

in ttdeeds that bless~ 11 Just as eas1.ly it could be inferred that the 

congregant is express:1..ng his preferenc~ for this k:i.nd of immortality 
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;i.,/l,;,,fF{r~~~!J'i'ff a:~ ~~tro~u?e~.Jo an idea of immortality 

W:1119~ 
1
:J,-n.v9! ye~ ... ~·. "1!Ji,{~u after death which i.s not self .. conscious, 

~,:-ril ~,t,Jl,,:.;:i'. ,):H,' \'{ ... _.;,,1. 1,•:,:t\;''.-f:, .. <.,1, ,,-.•'I,·, .. ;.~ .';, 

;~,n,.,
1
~\J\~e.:t:,2T:,xtra~~,;·?,,~ ~.;J?~cl n~~~ is a mode o~ :l.mmortality, through 

wh.ich .the depar,ted may 11t1ive .on. 11 The essence of the sentiment:, ex-
.\;\· ,#. :)JI~·;:~~~;r·::_:;,~t' ;'. ~,::): .. ·~\':~;~-'.'.:1,:~·i;:;':.(( ; ,.._ . ,:.;(: ~- :.· ~ 1 •• ·,, , 

pr,ssed he;re :;ts that one establishes., w1.th God's help, one 1s immor-
\-1,.:..,:,.:,.L: :j:.1·.:; --.· 1

~ :-,·,.<•:;.,~_:::·-, ';.-./-r:•)(' -, ; .. , · . .. i,· \i.:•. ; :. : ,•. , I . 

xfltf Hfiu~~ ~~~~s:perf~~~t.w~ile, living.' So it eoo.ld be said 

tP~t,\n tn~l!l f~r'i G?~ impfan~s within us eterna;I. life. 

rir;t~i .~~: g :rar~,r ,, '~rrai ~ed be, t~ Lord ~y day., 1t on page 68, we 

tln9- a.phr,as, which is ofi:len repeated in the l:iturgy: nin His hands 
\r,J\ ;\}\J,~;l)_){'i.,-,{\_.~·;_,,\' ~•:t~•;•-..,_t..,~.:•,{; ' :'."', ',,!·:~-'-.'• ; .. ,.: ' ' . 

are, the. souls of all the living and the spirits of all flesh. t,t In 
r i . .,,, .. <°Jfffi.:...:. .. ; . . 

general,t,his would seem .to be an expression of God's providential 
. ' " ~--·. I . . · 'i 

o.are; but when looked at more clos~ly, it provokes questioning. 
'.,:··::·:· :_- : ·, ': r. ,·.·.1•.:'.. ., ' ',. 

. I~ the. cot1text of this night prarer, and in the light of the 
• ' '· : ' :,, ! · .•. '. , ., ' • • . 

prayer which follows ~skinp; for mercy arrl protection, we can probably 

assume t~t God's temporal providence, rather than His eternal care 

is i.mplied,. HO}'lever., we shall see that the same phrase, used in other 

contexts, will render a different interpretation. The same might be 

s~id for the phrase: , 11 In His hands, we entrust our spir:tt. 11 Here it 

is meant as an expression of' trust at night, in the same spirit as 

the last stanza of' the Adon Olam. IL'lsewhere we shall find it refer .. _...._._~ 

ing to faith in immortality. 

Perhaps the major source of "ideas o:f immo:rtali ty in the ~ 

?!ate! ~oo~ is to be :tbund in the pages immediately preceding the 

Kaddish. Here ax•e a series of paragraphs designed to give comfort to 

' I, 
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'bh,e mou~{i',;i;is):l'~b,,Q,r,:f.!9f;l'.L+•thei:t! d,epa.,r,i,E,.O; loved ones at this moment. 

~~}\A\l.'ti},lil:l~~.f11tv>,f,~i~;!.,@;-ll;y;;~e99gni~"4ttirrte1 .fo;r .cot;tgregants. to give thought 

'tl,,ft ~!it.tir~~1,~::t;1,qf~lf!Alp~a;~tY1,,. t · 1...,, 1•1\·/ 

irhtif J{(f,iPlti t~· /1/,h~,xP~:rfg:r;aphifJ li/-7?~ ,,ltire,q~ ag,d:re~~es . yq "~11 you. who 

· 1Jl~lUW!1,~P!e;lf:~'i·fiQ~1t~ovqi,deOf~e~,f", .. ,,91;,}a~;r$. •:"a.re .. stiaterrv~n.~.s. 9£. 'belief. One 

4.~h•~:i;:P~w,.:n,, ,.<i!i~~,~~e~/;:t9r:,G~d~; 1 rJ~e.:i::-;\Y e;C ,the,:.,I.lel.Si$Qn for)ll3.ying n;iore. 

t~~\1,:,,,/:.~tMt,of.•:rth~~i' tP:a•l)~gp§lPQs,;t1t,t0,,<,,u,ow ,t:o,r a differeri;t c;me .at each 

~¾c:.\~h~.,rf;Y.tt t;i~·t:i:ti,.~~\).~Ve 1ei,a:r:v;1q,1~t tlp1s c.l!\1+9ilfl.ng: }',or the V?r.iety ;Ln

y,~~d~~~'., ,"Bti:t; t~lfr~1" irei,.,ar,,.qtq~JZ: 1:t',$~pn >:(q,:t\ r1rsult) ·W:ll\ch. bec.omes clear 

\i:@0~,0~n~.:J.y~i~ .. q' ,_{t}:lf¢.y::Sf p ~:r~;~. tif:rt~op,~,~. ,, .. There, 9re dtff'eren t iqeas 
" •:' , " . . '<1 . ' . ' . ' . 

,5J ,, :j::r;a/t,h~. f;hr~~,.of,.theE1J~.Pr~fa_qe:,s··:tq.the Kad~,i~}:l,, op.page$ 72~73, 

"t;,4~1:,12:. are included several of the major ideas of :i.mmortality. nO.nly 

the body, has , ciied ... and. ha.s. o.~en. laid :tn the dust,. .. Th~. spirlt . lives in 

the shel t.er .. 01' God I ta lc;,.ve and, mercy • .'1.: This .is an exp:t:e\il si on . of what 

Wt .will call "heav~.r;i1y1t inu;no~ality. Somehow --- no detans are given 

,,; the spirit continues to 111:J;v:elt in assoolation with God, No. activity 

9.f any kind is suggested for the spirit, so we mi.ght classi:t'y this 

ide0: of im,i;nortality as t•heavenly-passi ve." 

But, then another idea. is offered. nOur loved ones cont:i.nue, 

also, .in the remembrance of those t,o whom they were precious~" 'I'h:ts 

kin¢!. of immortality we might describe as "earthly-passive, 11 s:l.nce 1 

again, ·bhere is no acti.ve life involved """'.' the remembrance is on the 

part of t~ liv:Lng. The word 11 also11 mak.es it clea:r. that., at least 

within thls paragraph, "heavenly" and. 11 ea:rthly'" immorta:)..ity a:r.e con

sidered as coincident, not exclusi-ve of ea.ch other. 
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.. , .. ,. .trJhen,HtfoefuembN1nc~1t i.s. elabors.ted upori: ttTheir deeds of 

9.b\rihgktl.ndtiess, ·the>,tl"'l.1e ·and ·beaut1.fu1 words they f3pOkE', are ·t:.reasu:red 

:ti.~1t 1asL1;Ll!'l.c~htlive-s:' tb' bll>ndm:rt::'by' which, the living honor the dead. 11 

T1H:a::1iad:ds'•:a:l,,fttrth"er·1dim:enafoii 1 to earthly immortality. A:ri( ilacti.ve" 

~1efuent tl::sfpresent·.;, Deeds arid i-lOrds of the deceased serve as incen

tives to 'it.he litlirigjr1hence a· kihcr. of'' »earthly--active 11 immortalit,y is 

a~hie'red1:~ ''I'lieref is, an· extension beyotid death of the sphere of influ

~nbe·bf the deceased, Tv,ue, th:l.s is not self ... conscious nact,iv1:t:.y,n 

but ·t:.here is certainly a difference between the idea of 11 continuing" 
• ,;I 

by w:ay o:f a loved one I s remembrance., and 11 continuing 11 as. a conscious 

or subconsctous influence on the conduct of that loved one. Certainly 

the idea. expressed here is a x•ef'lection of the hope expressed in the 

Silent Prayer on page 46 11 that I may live on in deeds that bless other 
'' . ·, :. /, . . . 

lives.11 

The rest of' the paragraph deals w'ith comfort and resi&rna'lion 

for the mou1-ner, concluding with a reaf.flrmation of 11heavenly ... passive11 

immortality: 11All souls are in His keeping. 11 

In the paragraph. aes:lgned for tm second service, we find quite 

another approach to immortality. '.rhe vagueness of this section is 

even greater than that of the one preceding it. Here we speak of the 

Hete:rnal plan" and affirm that "growth and decay, life and. death all 

reveal His pu1"Pose. tt (We are not told how, though.) Immortal. :i.ty i.s, 

he1•e, not a doctri.ne, not even an idea. 11He who is our support i.n the 

struggles of life is also our hope in death; 11 

We hope and trust in God. We assUllle that His plan is somehow 

all-encompassing.,, and th.at our lives are part of "nature I s ebb and 

f'low. 11 '!'he most we can say is that "in Hi.s hmds are th~) souls of all 
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tll~. li vitf.i'g Iand \.,tHi~· 'Spfri'tis <.of all·· .fl)fsh. 11 •.• This ·. is the · same phrase. 

f'.ff.:J?/EF{t~,i•;tiourtd &rlYpAge 1•'$8~• > But 'wha't' ': tl 'dif fe:r.erit interpretat:ion we 

gi:'!ve·1"tl1Jtwot'ds '~riH~filfs.'fciontext;F fet); is it ,necessarily so different? 

1''61 ~6U'!l:d r%;cJt \lJe !:~;ti at1i:::d:i!'f£:!A.n.tlt td assumei that -~he phrase :ts meant 

here to 3':i?t'ff~:t\.i'bo '1'1'thlf :.,;1on$illf moU:rriEfr';: 1 rather tblin: · the departed Soull 

He:re}Ja~a:trl, '"Otir'·ll'fdea1'of immorllal:ity~' is ··m' elustve wisp, whose very 

ex:t!sti.1Woe'' ''nfa.y ''onlf be dut, to ''0Uf 'deml"e ;' 'and not a·h all to the author I S 

,,,,. ,, .. ,.-
the third preface to the Kaddish, we . return to the "heavenly-

~ ; ) ./.~ {', r,H•i'? ·\··. ·'.r i: ! '. ·,;;;j :, i' ·., 

passive" id~a of :i.mmortality. Indeed, though in the form of a prayer 
/: ,:·::JA1s:::! l.i--(~ ··:-,._-: ~~-;-:?, .,_,: .(hi:.-,.:_:· ·' ._.: /_ ; , .. ,, 

t,o .Go1, this is actually an argument for the necessity of spiritual 
l )•><f.. ·:,1/l\',) "{, ... ,-,._ ',,1· , .. 

imme>:rtality •. 11For surely 'lhou wilt not abandon us t,o despair, nor 
.'.(~ ,,. 

those we love to the eternal midnight of the tomb,n Immortality is, 
';~,: \" /· '. :, . ' , . 'l. ~l .-•:, ,'!"~'.:°""" ·, . , - , ,-, . 

after all, the only reasonable consequence of life. HThou hast placed 
•·.: ' ! 

man upon the ear·bh, bestowed upon him a mind to seek truth, a hea:r.t to 
,,, ' j. 

perceive love and beauty and Thou wilt not crush :i.t all forever. 1• Al--
.. . . . ,.' 

though elsewhere in the liturgy we shall find lengthy expresr.iions of 
. ,- ,, ., 

the Biblical notion of the frailty of man's existence, yet here we 

assert: i•Our life is more than a watch in the night, than yesterday 

when it :i.s past, for Thou dost establish the work of Thy hands~ 111 

,And ,now, having insisted that there cannot be an end to life, 

we declare that 11 the spirit born of Thy spi.r-it, b:reathed into the 

clay to ani.rn.ate and to e,nroble, returns unto Thee, the Fount,ainhead 

of all spi,:rit,s. i, And so the words of the ritual for lighting the 

Sabbath carrlles are brought to their log:lcal conclusion: 11'l.'he spirit 

of man is the light of ·t,he Lord, 11 so, naturally, it "returns un·to Thee. 11 

,. ,.. ,. 
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r·';!i'>i,r>: ib,Jo i.~,~t,;,Q~~~-ct4,o~tvi~y :1,., de,1;30:ribed for the ;returni.ng soul, 

~?§~
1
,~l ;J~~t .J~ m~ ,be ~~pp,o~ed. to x·,·tub:i in a ";lone j oumeiy through 

the valley of sl';i.adows_,Jt5 'Wherein God•s 11 ev~rlast,ing arms ,upllold us" ,·,. r i_·;: t? :"• ... ,, ~};·,~ - r .. .:, - 1. :•.j , .:: , ;-:·. -. . ..... , . ,_ , -. · ,.... 1 · ·, 

.. 11/f:i..na:\,l.y·,, we,.~sk, tha,;t. nod,.tE?~J!h.v.s .t.o speak, the words ,(pre ... 
:•·•::?>t\ \/'J /·( t:;,:~-;:,:_;-,!?'.;-'. \,_'.i-,'.',:, •':i:~•: <.-\•,,<;,, ·•,':, .::• ' ·,, .. : 

!,'1--~a9~) 9f .,t~e .K~ci;~~sh, 11 1J;each us ,to acknowle(l:ge \fuy sov·ereignty 
<\ e/// 1 /'.-/. I~,!~• 'i .!• c!'' .! ! ; ',:,, ' - ') ,,, '• •• ,( ' 

eternal life.'' One wonders ,wnether U would., then, be possible to 
\~.:··· •. <'..'.·,t f'),J:', ,,'. ' ·'' !_ ./•," '' .. ,·\ ,,, . ' ,-. . ,. ·•. ,' •' : ( .· ... , . -; ,. 

l'.ecr:t~e ,~ll~. Kadc;i'f,,sh !fi~h~lf.~. such a ,perf~ct tru,st, yet still with ac .. 
;,,,;,;. •i, r,; ,· ,', , ' .. , ' •,• ', c_•,· ... • ', ,,·" ., ,, . • 

knowledtzy+en~ .o,f t,he ,sove;~e.ignty ,a,nd wisdom of God., 
;- - . ·: ,. . .: , ., . : . ·: ' . 

'· ;1f[e c].qs,~ with 'tihe. sunur1ons::. "Let us, then, g;i.ve p:t'aise unto 

God ';l'ht> ,iit.the .source o,f pu,r ,salvation and our a.b'idiqg hope." Sal-
_ .. ( ,·, :-.'f:, 1 ",· •.: '.'.', " I ,., , ,'. '.' , ' • - • ·, • ._ 

vation in :thh context has obvi.ous intimation~ of immortality which 
, • -;" •,' ' _,,'- •· l"\ ' :•: ·::- o' • ',., t• •,: ' ' .:.,., ·.- • ( ' :. ; • ' , • , , 

we have seen that .t.he concept does not always have in other places in . . . . . . 

the prayer book. 
. I 

So the third preface is an elaboration on the rational basis 

o,f' ;wh:y: we have eternal, life, though it is not too clea:r. just how and 

what this life is to be. 

In the fourth preface there i.s no. mention at all of any "heav

~nly11 immortali. ty. Here the 11 earth:J.y11 eternal i ty of man is elaborated 

upon: 

Though absent, the departed still m1.nister to our 
spirits, teaching us pa·tience, faithfulness and 
devotion. ( 11Earthly ... active11 immortali.ty.) .In ·the 
:remembrance of their virtues and affecti.ons; the 
best and purest, part of their nature lies eternally 
enshrined ( 11Earthly ... passi veu.) 

It is interesting to note that the 11 departed0 are pic·tured 

here as teachers of the highest sort of' virtues. Though we all have 

a tendency to emphasi.ze the good :rather than the bad side of those we 

r 

I 
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:i?effi~nliSW:rt",lJVing'.Lf, \y'et 6ne nlight/question how, through having become 

1tcrepi:ifti'd11 the ·aead'be'c6me :Suell' •parago~s of 'vtftue. 

-·: ,:•frit;~·re'stingl'yJ' :;,the' :real·. ~mphai:i.s· here · is on the' :mou:mer, , not 

£11}J 11depatt&ct''" ''rn ;~ii° these pr'eftio~s / inttnortali ty 1a; to some extent, ,, 

rli8:re'·)fu\fla/;m~imJn•t,'nahctart':e.1ndF·'We'.jsiiiy 11there, the•re, dori 't fretll to the 

lfio\l'.Fn:et~ using' :lliuhb'rtalit;r ~s· '~ kind' of spiritual' aspirin tablet, 

wh:Lbli' 'fias no real value in its elf as an end. It :ls not a goal towards 

which m/Hl'st:rive. '· (REitlier; it is a 'part of the "fa Uh and confidenoetn 

which 11 oart:Cl'.ight~h the h~aviriess of' the heart. It, ' 

"' -:'.,-' ~
1:trtktlly'; iri the fifth preface paragraph, we are· reminde'd that 

deat,i\ i is~• 1af.£er'-~ll;' 11 the summons that' 'sounds f'o:r aJJ. men _,n .And here 

ai•~ b6th;:"'hi!aven1ylill and 11 ear.·tb1y" immo:rt,al1.ty, yet expressed in a way 

somehoif 'dff:f'erertt iri spi:i:-i t· from' thos" in 'previous paragraphs. 11The 

d~eds>iof 'the righteous en:r•lch: the lives bf men as the fallen leaf en

riches the' soil beneath. 11 Th:l.s :i.s 11 earthly-active 11 conti.nusnce of· the 

most general kind, wherein the individual merges with history, lt\S mat

ter merges w:i.th · U1e 11 st,iff11 ·or the· universe. (Of course, we do not 

mention the fate of the wicked,.) 

·· "The spirit livers on wtth God I s eternal yea:rstt; and the dead 

tt sM.ne bh in the untroubled firmament. of endJ.ess ti~ • If This is a 

sort of 11heavenly11 continuance; but 1..t is ce:rtai.nly not of the same 

order as living '''in the shelter of God 1~:i' love an:i mercy.~• This seems 

to be about as far as one can go in the opposite direction from self

conscious life-a.fte:r-death, With out denying immortal:l ty altogether. 

As if in x•esignation to the fact that there is no :r.eal, conscious 

immortality, we are bidden to 11 be thankful for the companionship that 

(-' 
I' 
I, 
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98!,l};li.nu~t,Jn ~PY~ 1ih1;r!:, is st;ronger than death ~nd spans the. gulf of 

t,l}ec~f~X~,- Cfl~?'.isl}~.l)~. :t~f,'li.r.1-nemory .. :i• After what bas gone before, 

this oat?,µ9t pt1' a. ;t:o,r~~bout. wl:lich :i,mplies. that the. deceased are cap ... 

f&t~•;of,t1+mre~ 1
1
~ •• ,.J~ther }t car .. only be. t:)noth~r way o:t' fosistfog that 

~P~:,~~91~·, r~p,l,. ~yu,ri,91:•t~i~;y,. t,he onl;y ,E_e:rs~na,;t .ipnno:rtality, is to be 

;t,'p}ln~,.;H,1,tJ1,,e. 4'!~ntilll~n~~, ot. ;Love, ~t'.ill, h~ld for the dead by those re

m~}n;n.~. 

,, N19,,,~,Q,;W~ COlll<t to tp.e,J(~<:1dish$ ,Jn,a later chapter we shall 

iO ip:t<?,; $0.me 0£; .. t•hl:l.: histpry .. _of 'th:i.s doxology, (llspecially as it devel

oped .withip.,.the ritu~l.:of'. the. Re;f,9rm .movement, •. But he:t•e we are pri.-
• .. '·, .. ,'.• .. ''. .. ' . ;' 

mqril:Y··i~t,;r~Rite,;l-;tn the texts, Engli.sh and Aramaic, as they stand, 

and ... a~ .. the .vorf;h,ipt:er ,uses ~hem. 

T.qpugh the :rubric directs that 0 Mourners rise,11 yet it has. 

peqome the pr~otice in a considerable number of Reform congregations 
. . ' ' . 

in this country for the entire congregation to stl',\ndt either to listen 
' .. ·. 

·· to the rabbi 'recite the Kaddish,. or to•. joln :l.n as a .body. llso, it is 

usually the, practice for the Aramaic alone to be read aloud, wi.th the 

last two paragraphs in E:nglish being, in many places., inserted by the 

reader. Another interesting practice is the omission., by several 

rabbis known to this author, of the al Yisrael paragraph from the -- . 

recitation. 1rhi.s latter practice, as we shall see., has particular 

bea:r•ing on our subject of ideas of immortality. 

To begi.n, the 11 tl'•anslation11 is no·t:, a translation. In the first 

paragraph and the response, the essential intent of the Arama1.c is 

retained, if not the precise translation. However., f:r•om the second 

paragraph onward, we find more than mere paraphrastlcs. From this 

poi.nt c,nward, -the cong:regan:t. who is .following in the English i.s in-
1 

r. 
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v0:twei;L;W\i,tl1 sidea1;3::qud.te:,dif.ferent from those qf h1.s neighbo;r. who may 
. I 

be.~ fbttlowd.ng,.•.{andi v.nderst·anding} ,the AOO"amaic text. 
,. -,,,,' ,, 

Ther1sebond\pa-ragraph:-of the'.:EngliB.h, after expressing ·hhe es .. 

seneetofi:.the:JAttamaic,,d~c:;itsrcfirst 'sentence, adds• on a, senMment 

W-b<'§millyt:iabsent ;tJ:r.em".,the Aramaic :•:text: 110ur guide is He in life and 

our redeeml~rth~eughr:allteterti.ity,.;1,1 '/{I'he latter· half -of•. the _sei'lt,ence 

oanton1ty :be,fer. to .the.,,rea.emptcbot1tof•. immortaait;r. To this the congre

gatibr,r;:respondst, '! 11 011:r:hel.p·-c.ometh £:rom Him, the. creator of heaven 
6 

a):'ldne'ar-tb:t"D l!Help11 i,he :i-'~ could <be•: understood \i.n a double way, as 

referrin'g •,bothi to tthe rJ.epa:r·ted!. ai1d to the mourners... The only con,. 

nec;t:.ion betweerir.this phrase. and thi!! l:1:'atna.1.c text is the term, ;'1c1•eator 

of heaven and.'.:ea:t•·hh,u whi.ch is d.n the_ -Aramaic. 

Then comes the English paragraph often inserted into the Ara-

mai.c by our rabbis: 

The departed whom we now remember. have entered into 
the-; peace· of li,fe et:e:rnaJ. •.. ( 11Heav.enly .. passive11 im
mortalityn.) They still live on earth in the acts 

.of goodness they performed (ttearthly-active11 ) and 
in the hearts of those who ehe:ri.sh their memory 
(rtearthly--passive 11}. May the beauty of their -life 
a'bide among us as a loving benediction ( 11earthly ... 

·· active1tr) • . .- ··· .. . . 

This. paragraph has. almost no relationsh:i.p to the fo.ramaic one 

which appears on the page opposi.te :lt. 

, Finally we pray, in a paraphrase of the 1-\ramai.ct fl:M.ay the 

F'ather of peace send peace to all who mourn, and comfort, all the 
11) 

.berea'\Ted. among Ufl .. 

The total effect of the English 11Kaddish11 is a praise o:f' God 

plus a review, by way of comforting mourners, of the major ideas of 

immortality expressed in the various prefaces to ,.,the Kaddish. In-
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·be:r.eatitlg'ly 'enbu.gh, even with a11' the talk about i.mm~rtality, there 

The pet,itionary 

iJpedt,'is· ort beh:al.f:" ot··the mourners. The beauty of the departed' s 

:f:tfe 'fs tO 'ahf.de as h'. loving benediction _.., fo:b the living; God is 

asked to•. se'na. peac~: 'to 'the mour.irie:rs~· 

',, ;A§·'·:tor the .Ar~aic text: 'with'the exception of 'the al Yisrael --
sectlo'n, :'ther~ 'is 'n.o mentioti '"~that$oever. of either the dead, innnor ... 

tat:t ty; 'o~ comfort o:r' mdurners ~ (Peace is invoked as a blessing 

upon ttus arid a11·ts1aet,n riot for ttali who mourn.II) 

'\!that conce:rtis 'us' herkis the 'seeti.on a.1 Yis1~ael. -
'For Israel arid. for the d.ghteous and fo:r- cwery person 
who. has departed from this earth accord1.ng t,o the w:i.11 

· of God, ma'y there be great peace and grace arrl loving-
kindness, from the Master of heaven ~nd. earth. 

Th:ls is ~he literal translation of the wor<;ls. Here we f'ind a direct 

prayer for the dead, a petition asking that they be granted a certain 

st,ate of bei.ng in eternity. The implications of this prayer are con

siderable. 

In the first place, it assumes that Jews, righteous people, and 

indeed, all who have died, are in need of · some prayer for their bene

fit on the part of the living. So there must be some kind of 11heavenly" 

immortality in which they are partic1pati.ng; and there must be some 

question as to their exact condition in that immortal state. :Also hn

plied is the belief' that prayer on the part of the living can fun some 

way affect the condition of the departed., by influencing God to grant 

·them certe:ln status. All this is very vague, but 1 t certainly can be 

drawn from the wording and the very presence of this prayer i.n t.his 

part of the service. 



., 

24 

N;dw iiV:'fuu~t bet b'bvt·ous that 'the idea o1> :irnrnortali ty conveyed 

b;y1}1''11i'l:,faeFaep1a:t>'ted whoin<we; new remernber/ ·have entered into the peace 

o1'' :t'.1:±'e ''$t1il'nal\ 11·' ~!s' notf•:-t:,he' same a:s that Which the A:-r;amaic petition. 

f<fF' th:e·~ g't'iln'.t;':tB:ig 1of:11J±tr'ine 1p'ea"ce· 'exp:l:'esses. ·· 'O'iie· is· a, statement, the 

duni11''',<a>1 .. ~qu'est ~· { i,011e'rTeave'S·· 'the ntoufuer comforted, the o·th er. involves 

hl'rif''·a,Hf:i:tr~lY' in: th:e:•:r1ate<df 1his beloved and oould easily lead to a. 

dobbe'rn 1~nat ,!:1)1'.fe 'relfuest' might 'not be granted, or. that the 0peace of 

l'fi'6·' e-oe:rnal 11 wa.s••somethih'g achieved in part. through ·the recitation 

of this 'briyer 'by 1thei° mourner: (A not unfamilia:r<idea. :th .the hi.stoxy 

&t ''6h'.e ':11 t\irgi8al' 'role : 6f rthe · Kadd:tshr) 7 

Ji:'C.f.'urleh'er cons'ecj_u~·noe (pd-tentially) 0£ ·chis prayer_, would be 

£}Wat 'irfthe"c:ourse, of "the ·actual recitat1.on of the Kaddish, the ra'l:,her 

cl.fve'rgerlt 'ide•a'1:i''of irntnortalitiy expressed in the English ahd in the · 

-~a.maid might oe< si1nultaneously. voiced bf the ,same c6ngregat.ion .,..,,. 

En'g1ish :reiaders and iA.ramaic ·reade:rs. What is more likely, under the 

present''c:t1•cumstanc'es/ is 'that the ,ccmg:regants; are busy comforting 

themselves wtth thoughts Of,sure immortality., while the :rabbi, alone 

J. in the Aramaic., is ple1iding .fo1~ good treatment of the depa:rtedl The 

only thing that keeps this from happening is the practice among some 

rabbis of omitting the 1Q._,;~1, thus @:voiding the p1~oblem alto

gether.'' However,· the fact that the text rema:i.ns in p:rint, as :l:t, is, 

leaves the'p:roblem unsoJ.ved., It is one thing when ideas of immor

tc,lity, di.ffer; but quite another when they directly contradict each 

other on opposing pages.· 

Of ·the '.Sabbath l!Ne prayers, there remain to be examined those 

special prayers which are inserted during or near the varlous holidays. 



, .. ,.T'., ()p.-p~ge 7~ tpe:re is a :responsive :reading for the Sabbath 

during Passover. Th:l .. s is composed of1 psalm verses and its sent1.ment 
. ·:-·· \ ,--~•., (· :. ; ~\. ·, ~ ·.,,· ./ ,. ; ' '' . ,. '. " 

is one of thankfulness for God's redemption. Of particular interest 

: 'rS·f ciu~ s~bj'~ct 'a~;''ideas exp:r~ssed 'such 
0

8SJ "The cords', of death en~ 

:,~·onipia·~;ef';(I) •• :,~He ·s~ved me,n and:' 11 Fo:r 1.'ho~ hast delivered my soul 

f:rom de~th~ •. ~I "shall walk before the Lord in the lands of the llv

:1.ng.tli· J~re '.fh';~~ cJ;:•be no ·~uest1.on but that redemption is in thi.s 
·:-'·!· . .,_. __ : .. r, \)} ,·1-· 

'life., not in another f Life, not death., is most precious. 
·,\;,.r · .. ::·1 tbj ;·-,, --·>,-· .. ·:.:'·:( .. L .1\- ',

1 
..t. X ·:· _·; '. · .. , "··i:~, ·.i • .-. : •. ··: ·, -·. ·: · 

On the next page, in the third paragraph of the :Passover prayer, 
t.:.'·/: 0>i:,. 0

\ ',,_ }-:: '. :~ '..,; ;•." ,, ,. • ,,,· .J ..:'' ;, . ..,..... , • 

there is an •i.nterp:retat:i.on of :redemption which also fits the spirit 

of ':th~)h
1

;1':iday •" Here the i.dea is expressed that the redemption of 

man's soul cons·lsts in hi:s becoming a servant unto God alone, being 

freed .from servitude to men. "May we str:l.ve for the redt.~mption of 

our souls and: 'hh1.1s b;co~e mest:H:mgers of freedom to all Thy children." 

tf e not~ th:i.s concept of 'redempt1.on in order to contrawt. it with other 

ideas we shali find, where redeniption is found in death aril immor

tality, rather than in life. 

Again on pages 85-86, where Psalm 30 introduces prayers for 

Hanukkah, the victory over death is glorified. Here the typical 

bilJlical atti:t;ude towards immortality is stated: "Shall the dust 

praise Thee? Shall it declare Thy truth?" The strength of thi.s l:i.ne 
• 

is somewhat weakened, though, by the omission in the English (not the 

Hebrew) of the preceding line: 11What profit i.s there in :my blood, 

when I go down to the pit?" 'fhe literary 11 niceness11 of the prayer 

book version is obvious; but more subtle is its effect on the total 

approach to immortality: for the stronger our Bible quotati.ons ,££P.!:~! 

immortality, the harder put we are to make immortal:tty "sell0 when we 

desire it. 
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I l .. 

tH}'. (! .::· '.tt:.1:. >•" <'-· t-' 
'Ther:•·:ppen\1,n,g ,pp,ayev of.· t:he fir.st, Si:lbbath morning service on 

page 101:t:tet'~fl ,lil,,f,:Ci\.:mnai;.,;i.ott, pf ,tbe>soul a:t:rl ,i;ts imm.ortalitye "Thou: 

hM'i:{\.P,~!re;r,.,~g.-3,;i.t>i4-P. t:hi~rbo,dy and,> a:t the .appointed time, Thou wilt 

J,;~,r i,i\:,\,,f:t;Q~:r thif;J\.eJ~rtll,t.Jn.at it,ma1 ,ent,er upon l'lf.'e everlasttng. 11 

:W~;i$, :L~:y:PP,e.:,}~l:l:f1l~V~nly ... pa,:,tfi.Vef• ,;Ld~a. ··· Though we do not e:x;press belief 

t:ri.,,,apy, f.!p,e,_pifjlc,pla,c~ to whicb the soul is to be taken, yet i.t wi.11 

}?e: -'~'"from :t:,piflt(!tar,t)l. 11 ;; ,,Ii.\ th.is were .. a. eonsistent doctrine th'ooughout . . .,. . ·.. . . . . ' 
'cri,e.".Vp.~~··,? .. :r.~l~!•·.~Q9]i;, ;:it<would at; least· cla:rify tl;le idea of' earthly 

immorlal~ty,~t, This ,,la:tte;r kind,. of, continuance cannot, then, involve 

~fl~ ,l!~ou;t,·!11! §;i~nce we affirm :the .idea th.at the soul. is 11 taken from .this 

:· ~owtlye:r, ;tf.,.we aQ.lllit that, the body returns to dust,, and the 

sq:ul to,noct;., then what parl o:t.the individual. is it that lllives on 

in deed,s1t?. , Is th1.s 11earthly". :bmnortality really a way in which a 

person may oon.tim1e his existence beyond death? 

, Again we find the phrase: "In whose hands are the souls of 

all the living and the ,spirits of all fresh. 11 And agai.n., the con·l',ext 

On the same page, the Refor.m adaptation of the Rihon kol haolia-
~ ~ ,,. ..,,., 

mim again affirms the souL I·~ is intereettng to see the progreser.ton --
of' thought in thi.s prayer. First we declare that we have no merl. t, 

but come before God tttrusting in Thine inf:i.ni te :mercy a lone. n Before 

God we are as naught, 11 our days pass away like a shadow." But then, 

follow:l.ng the exall'!Ple of the Spanish and Portuguese liturgy ( and elabo

rat'ing upon 1.t), we change the course of the ·thought. 

: i 
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WJOtt:h,: ld.:£e 'Would b, altogethe:r vani 1;y, were it not for 
the soul which, fashioned in Thine own image, gives 
ui!tl aasu-r.ane.~·, ·~··t' .o;ur. highe:r d,~stiny .and.• imparts to our 
fleeting days an abiding value. 

E.'l!;actly what this 11higher destiny11 is, is hard to say. On the 
;t l\ { ·~~· 1l '.~'s, f '1_ ~J .. ~·,:r 

one hand, it may well refer to the higher type of life on earth to 
i\ {' '· ·. 

which man may aspir.•e, having been blessed with the soul. On the other 
:,·: ). \t,. ::f·. .:· :-; '_\(,_,J\ :.-, .. '' ;. . ·1_ ;, . 

hand, this could be taken'tO !'efer back to the preceding prayer, wherein 
,,,-~·~ f.: I';~-: ,'·.•: , 

the destiny of th~ soul is "life everlasting. 11 In either case., the 

divinity of the soul is underscored, if not defined.; and the idea of 
·:'.)' ; ' 1,l·~ _·U I ~, ~i :· .~_,, .. l. 

t•heavenly1• immortality is · given rodi tional strength. 
'l~J•:':-·.:l\;~ \,{}":~\";''. . ,:,,:_1'\ :•; { _1_·,;·1,•I· •' ~1 ;:• 

Though the soul is mentioned in various ways in other opening 

prayers fox• the variations on the Sabbath Morning service, yet there 
n.r .~ l it' 

is no further reference to immortality to be found before the Gevurot 
~ ......... ~ 

·' 
• passage. There are numerous references to 1111salva:tiontt; but in the 

same vein as those of the Sabbath Eve services, whi.ch we have indi.

cated to be fairly devoid of any othe:r. .. worldly connotations. 

However, it is in the intermediate paragraph of the Tefilah, ~---
the prayer for the Sabba:th, that we find, as in the 1~vening SerYice, 

further·referenoe to ideas of immortality. 

On page 128, in. the selection for the first serv:i.ce., the .Sab ... 

bath is glorified as a haven of rest and peace in the "storms of 

earthly li.fe., 11 But in empha.sizi.ng the value of the !Sabbath, the pas

sage· manageEJ to make life itself l:leem ra.ther d'istasteful. We conclude 

with what amounts to ari ultimate rejection of life, a.nd a welcome of 

death and immortality! 

As week follows week and man gives no heed, so pass the 
years away, and the end of our work draws nigh. Hemp 
us to live 't,hat our souls may look upon these transient 
scenes with calmness and contentment, assured that at 
last we shall rest in the light o.f r.rhy counteii"anceand ~--~~-.. -"'- ""' ______ .., ___ _ 
~-'!:!1l..Jf9.~~~r,. (emphasis mine) 
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· Within 'bhe total context of this page., we are given the idea 

of :de&th and immo:r.t,al1.ty as that ultimate Sabbath of the soul towards 

which we are moving and yearning. T:ru.e to its Sabba·th-like image, 

this . idea of immortality i1wolv es not only the ''b.eavenl.y-passive1• 

hotion.' of< Hrest, 11 but (and this is the first time we have found it 

. thus far) the 11heavenly-!_ct_i.!.~" state wherein we wi.11 ''rejoice in 

Thy .Goodness-11 : Here :1s again the traditional concept of Sabbath as 

a foretaste. o.f ,1ife in the. world-to ... come. · 

This passage and its idea of immortality become even more note

worthy .when. seen in contrast to th(, other selections offered in the 

pages following. Only this first prayer turns the wo:rshipe:r to thoughts 

o.f immortality, away from earthly life. All the others make use of 

the Sabbath theme in order to turn man back to life-.. albeit a more 

holy type of life -- and the "foretaste of the world-to-come" idea 

J. is removed. The ciurious affect of all this is that th! ideas of im

mortality in .American Reform ritual depend, to a great extent, upon 

what Sabbath of the month one is attending worship! 

Once agatn, on page 138 and 139, in the MC!_~im section, we 

render thanks for God's providential care. And again, though the 

primary intent seems to be thanks for protecti.on i.n th1.s life, yet', 

there are h:i.nts at ete.rnal divine care which could be well taken by 

those searching for them. uour lives wbi.ch are in 'I'.h:y hand, •.• our 

souls whi.ch are ever :tn Thy keep:lng, 11 could easily be :tnte:rpreted as 

an ind·ication of both earthly and heavenly prov1.dence (hence immor

tslity 1.n addition to this life). 
8 

Indeed, the Engl:lsh leans in this 

:'·· .I 

r •. 

r · . 
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d'ii.x•eotiO:n! bi,.supptyifig• 11s6uls wh:lch' a-re ever ih Thy keep:l..ng· rn the - .. , 
1•~~ert.!Lbeing.r,~bseftt: d::t,1 1 tfie Hebrew•, '!~!~~d.o~.J:~?h• 

ller.ei,,as,elsewhere, the idea :Ls expressed in such a way as would 

enable flh~ worshiper,;t,0UH1,aker :i.t ·o:r.1 ttave· :itll. quickly :in passing, 

wfilthl.out e:x!p!!?essin.g.va-:':ol:eart:11doct,:r1.n.et1 ;, 0ne :way or• the other. 

"
1 ,We5\·,hexfu\- eti06untier "~·1:deia·•.o:fi'· il'nrnortality 'on page 146,· in ·the 

benedt\l'ctitorf ,·reoitttd 'after the 1."eadfng of -the T6ra.h. · 

,. '.P-ra:tsed · be'i'Thou .).iwhC:i'- ha.st, g:l1ien ·us the 1aw of 

J ; 1,, 
truth and ,ha.st :lmplan ted within us everlasting lif'e. 

' •~ , ;', •• , ~ • C /\ /c' ' 

This is no invention of the Re.form liturgist. The benediction 
;;:J.tit1t·r:.~):;~•.i,··::t.-,·~ )·;). .. ':",-~'.f·~\·'1 :._;_·: t -~1 .·, ·-·,_. :··: ·;> _:,., ·:. •·". 

is the same as that .found :i.n the siddur; and it can be dated as ea:r•l:y 
1!)\~;_1•*'t1''.:~ ftV( ·\ r?t.~.i.:i-'( 1',•Y~·'.:·''' -.', :," .. i. ,; • ~~ .. , • ~-, . • 

as th:e seventh century. 9 Here we find that the idea of immortali t;y 

is linked with that of Torah. Hertz explains the connection in this 

The second Benediction expresses Israel's gratitude 
.·. for, the Law ·of 'I'ruth' entl'\isted to it., and for ·the · 

everlasting life which thereby became Israel• s 
· porti.on. 10 .: · 

In the Ham.burg' prayer book, the translation itself indicates 

th:ts interpret at ion: 

Who hast gi.ven us the Torah of. truth and given us 
through it (duroh sie) eternal life. 11 

Now this is an idea which has not been expressed on p:revio1..1.s 

pages of the Union Prayer Book. The :!.m:plicai;ions of this concept 
_ _..__.,_~--

are several.. If immortalit,y and Torah are somehow related, then mi.a:(; 

is the status of t.bose people who do not have •rorah? How ere they 

to achieve e·ternal. life? And has the act of mattan Torah by God auto-___,.__.,._ 
mati.cally insured immortality, or is there i.mplied some necessa:ry

acti.vity on the part of the recipients? Then, too, how a re we to 
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:;~ ,LiJ:l~t t·:.:Ly .,\U (' )·:, .. ,! (:;' ; I'} ': _. ,,.. I ·; / 

tr0m its i:tali'larb.~. dtv-1.n'l.,ty? mbe· .'11 t1;1.rg:tc.al text do.es not · suggest any 

answers. r:. 

Bu~.,.:b:b:'e]?e .. iS:cf~a;no'bhitl'l .interpreta:b:ion wh,icli could remove the 

:tde&\.0.@i1 i:if)m0,r.taliiw.;mt:.h~s+:1ite liav~ been thinking. of. .. i:b •.. 1•Ever.l,ast ing . 

l:bf.a!1 vne~<lttl'inQ.(\);JJie:fi':~r die. a;,,oont'.Lt•lU$.nee ,a£t1e:r., d.eath r;m, all. lt • could 

$:l,rnply, .. ibe,utak.e:t:1:;t:l;o.(me.1,n::i. ,±,hat :.Israel, tJh,rougb. 1·the ;Torah, bas been im

p,li!amted.::wi tlft::e.y,e:rlasting li.fe ..tis a, peqple (religious communi:ty-). Wi.th 

and through 11.erah,· :t,:r~el·w:Lll live .. fo.reve:i:· in !!i9,.;,~0!I;, .on earth ..... , 

, not, tne.ees:sarf.liy in, ,,etenii.ty,.: ·in, some apiri. tual. abode. • · 

1,m \ ,·:•·Mhat!'!:~:'ritlit~~:p:&etati?n we may wish to gi,ve .. the wori:ls, they 

!ll'!~~d.nt?:· challenge ::.i!icLeny oongregant who pauses over them long enough 

to wonde:i?,, , )from• ,a. pract'iioal ,point -of view, however, we must recog

nize t:1-lat.::this 'b:enedicti.on is, no:t so pla.c.ed in the lit.urgical struo

·cure as·to invite meditation upon itm meaning~ ·F~ven a troubled soul 

in sear.oh of though·bs •on' his latte.r end would most likely pass over 

this shol;'t, passage entirely. 

As in the Sabbath lUve servtces, there is a preface to the 

Kaddish, on page 1.51. However, the editors chose to offer only one 

selection for this service, as opposed to f:i.:ve for the even:tng ser

vice. The most reasonable explanation for this phenomenon is that 

there are really five separate services for Sabbath Eve, whereas only 

one service, w:!:th introductory- variations, is prov·ided for the S'ab ... 

bath Morning. 

The general nature of this pref a.ce is like the others; i.t 

offers comfort to the mourners and urges them to resignati.on to God• s 

w:l.ll. Only the 11heavenly11 immortality is mentioned: 
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,t.\l.iet:/11~, c•alil· .. toi•.md.nd t,hose who have finished• their 
earthly course and have been gathered to the eternal 

t·i,""I'hgip.e,~,'IY'rfi..Q'l;l.gh v~r:~;!.asn¢d, from, bodily sight, they have 
nob o"ased to be; they abi.de :tn the shadow of the 

titir:;,) 1 "'1.:M.0s;t ,H;i,gh:. 

Actually, these ideas are so vague that one could take them 
_E;'V.?}:;~ ~~;:\/;{~·:/:t,;:·.;;\ '~1·(:~.::·t 'f~;·\-' ;_.\Fl:.-•· 
to mean almost anything. They do not speak specifically about the 

1~\"i,'i.~\ ,r;,,~-"1(\/"\ ('. ( 

soul 0r the spiritJ but the idea of cosmic eternality found on page 
... ,,,·>, ... , .. , .,,:, (,·, ·1,·»··:·····r•:i , •.· ·, .,. . . :, , 

"75· d~e~''no't sugg~st' its~lf, etther. ''.l'he most definite statement 
ti-:).(°\ "f~( .r()Z:\, '.;:.~,'!.~-1:'.'.t'.'.',f·;'.·\ :, l .. ,•- · ; 

here is: 11They · have not ceased to be., 1t 

;';;ff~ tJti 1-.<L ''L :h .. ~1 ~,' f;A !,,': /\ .. ~, }· '!t'.-,l•· .. :~· ';~l \ 

What is really puzzling, if one looks· at it closely, is this 
n• ,1~·} .\ \;~ f; h tl~:l~ ~·:~ ~•:: <f r ~ 1 _ : ti~ J'.11

, - ' l, ~.~.:bJ !•-'•. \: -.::,. >.:> i 1
• '1 •• ,. ' 

statemerrt: "In the divine order of nature both life and death, joy 
tt>r~w:-c1~ l~.t:. ',. 1 •, / , :- ,: ,: - . -. .. 

and sorrow serve benef'ieen.t ends, and in the fullnesshf time we shall 
-~~,.,,. • .....,. "' '°"' ----,,,.,,.,...,., .., """""l 

.:.;r,,~:'.-~_'1.?· 1;;rt;:, .r\z::: ;_ ~ . , ., .. , 
know why we are tried ••• tt -

' I, ; (~ • " ' . • . ·' .. i . '. .. 

First, just how does death serve beneficent ends? Granted, we 

may ~ay 'tha·1/a delat,h which ~·~~; after long life or intense suf :fering 

.is'~' '11blessing.1i . But it is rather far fetched to expect those of our 
, .. , ,,, .. 

congregant,s who have lost loved ones through accidents, particularly 

'~hild:ren, to accept such an idea. Second, the idea i.s even harder to 

accept because rather than gi.ving some explanation for this statement' 

thE-) · writer has merely said, 11 in the fulness of time we shall know •.• 

(so) wait patiently all ye who mourn, and be ye of good coura.ge. 11 

HJ:n the fullness of time ti could mean almost scything; but one 

thing it clea1'1.y indi.catest the prayer book is not prepared to ,justify 

its own declara:tion that death serves bem,fioent ends • There may be 

a hint at, something he.re which i.s absent from the pages of the prayer 

book which we ha.ve studied so far, that is, dlvine retr:tbution. There 

may be the gem. o.f the idea that in some way there is :revealed to uei 

in lillthe eternal home 11 the answers to such questions as how death 

serves beneficent ends. But this :tdea is never spelled out_; and we 
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a~e left with a very unsatisfactory sentence. The editors might have 
( 

done better by ending. the paragraph with the af..firme.tion of God rs 

justice, 11though no· man can comprehend His ways." 

EVENING SERVICE FOR THE FESTIVALS 

This service ( actually three services) contains almost no 

reference to immortality. On page 181~, at the close of the invoca

tion ti for Suocos., 11 we find the petition: t•Help us so to live that 

w.hen we shall have gathered our final. harvest, maey· shall rise up and 

call us blessed~ 11 The euphemir:.m for death i.s in keeping with the 

theme of the festival. The itea:rthly .. passive11 idea of immortality is 

apparllil:m; here; but the real emphasis is on life, not im:mort,a li ty. 

Here, as in a number of similar instances, immortality is mentioned 

more as a kind of pleasant by-product of goodness. than as a consciously 

sought-after goal. 

The Gevurot passage remains the sam.e as in the Sabbath services, ---
and would require no mention except for one curious fact. Both in the 

; evening service (page 192) and in the morning service (page 22h) the 

closing words are ~11immortal lif'e1.1t as opposed to 11eternal life'' in other 

versions. One might wonder at the :i.nconsistency; but; for our purposes 

there is little to be gained by belaboring the question. Though "im

mortal" may seem to be more precise a term than 11 eternal 11 as regards 

the intent of the benediction there is no apprec:i.able difference be ... 

tween the two: the 11heavenly-passi ve II factor remains operati.ve. 

In the preface to the Kaddish on page 203, we find expression 

of both our basic immortality ideas. The opening sentence affirms 

• I 
I 

I 
I• 



again the "heavenly-passive" -concept: 

Thou, 0 heavenly Father; bestowest the b1essi.ng of 
life and reoallest the soul 'l::,o Thyself in Thine own 
good time. . . 
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Aga:i.n, there is no attempt. to _spell out the mean1 .. ng of the 
··,,. ' 

"recall.~• In the next sentence we imply both 11 earthly ... passi.ve" and 

11heavenly"."passive 11 life' "We thank Thee for the sweet memory of our 

loved ones whose earthly life has ended. 11 And then the "earthly ... 

active" idea is expressed and expanded upon: 
. . 

May their hallowed influence cont1.nue to be a joy- and 
som•ce of strength and comfort to us. May they inspire 
us to a more useful life, to higher hopes and greater 

· eonteritrii.ent of spirit. · 

~,Q~:tce that it is the tteartb.ly-active1' idea of immortality 
I . • 

whirh allows for the greatest elaboration and spe<?:l..ftcation. Within 

the context of the Kadd:1.sh preface, thi.s is perhaps the most fitting 

thing to db. .After all., immortality 'l.s spoken of here primarl.ly for 

the benefit of mourners who are still quite mortal. What mey be of 

greatest comfort is an idea of immortality which somehow involves a 

continuing relationship between the deceased and the bereaved. 'Phe 

llearthly .. active11 idea does more than give asst1.rance of a continuance 

of the beloved dead: it assures the bereaved that he has not been 

left alone! 

'rhe next paragraph ernks directly for God I s consolation, con

cluding: 11 comfort them with the thought of Thy fatherly love, vouch

safed unto 'l'hy trusting children.u Now this "fatherly love11 could be 

taken either as directed towards those still living or tCMards the 

souls· of the dead, or both. It is one of those soft, hazy phrases 

which, ].ike marshmallow., seems to be neither solid nor liquid, rut 
} 

somehow manages to satisfy one's needs anyway. 

' I 
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:i; :"Tfie ,Jassage:tconclucleiH · · 

In fil1.al submission to Thy -td11 and in joyous hope 
.'if,tof' 11:tie eve:r.i,§l~!Jt1g, we pra;tse Thee in whose hands are 

. the souls of all the living and the spirits of all 
;c.f'J:.esh~ , , . i 1 ·-) 

This .n~o;rous"':b.ope''of1,,;J;'.tf1e ev,er1astingu, is th~ 11heavenly11 immortality 

idea.,,,C:but:,it+is,,•·s~und€3di':tn a.mew·:keyj<and 'it leaves some qre stion as 

, to whether i:t ris '"aotiveo <or 1tpasstvett ·in nature. We had hints ln 

· this1.d:t'tt.'eC'bi0n iih:·s_onle J>:f the "Sabqath-E've pr8¥"e:rs, in which we noted 

some vestige.·z:o:f\11:-bl:Jer;j:0:ea:r.o.f, Sabbath, a;s. ,a .f6:reta:ste ;of.'.the world to 
l 

come. It would seem to 

antioipate···'~J.>ife,,eve:r.last:tng11 a.s a. goal to be happil;r awaited. This 

cannot refer to :i.mmertaJ.1.ty :f o:r those already dead -- tl'lis we have 

affirmed, not hoped for. So this must, be a/hope for the worshi.pers 

themselves. 11 In fil1.ai submission to Thy will (in havi.ng taken our 
'. f'f.'.,. ➔ , I 

beloved) and in joyous hope of life 'eV'er•lasti.ng ( for us, too) •••• u 
:: _·, I' 

In contrast to this eager expectation, we might recall the 

second preface to the Kaddish for Sabbath Eve: 111-Ie who is our sup

port in the struggles of life is also our hope in death. We have 

set Him before us and shall not despai.r.tt (Page 73.) We would subm1.t 

at this point that, this la·~ter sent:hnent is closer to tbe 11normative11 

attitude towards one's own immorta.lity found in the present Refonn ..,...-

liturgy than is the idea of 11 ,1 oyous hope. 1t12 

We note, also, the ubiquitous ·· 11 ••• in whose hands 1.u•e the souls 

of all ·the living and the spirits o:f all flesh" which can serve, in 

this instance, as a coverall for both the present and the departed. 

I• 

·'· 

, I 

! 
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MORNING SERV'J:em li'OR 'l'HE '.FESTIVALS. 

( ' 

Aside from the~~ benediction, there is nothing to be 

found before the Memorial Service which has direct relation to ideas 

of immortality. HOwever, thel.ie are two observations we should like 

to make which bear indi.rectly upon out· subject. · 

The first, observation i.s regardi.ng a cert~ in Kenre of psalm 

verse found in the ~a:µ.e_~ section, pages 149-151. 

'11he dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go 
down i.nto silence (Psalm 115 :17) 
'.J: shali not die, but< live, an:1 declare the works 
of the Lord. 
The Lord hath chastehed me so re, but He hath not 
given me over to death (Psalm 118:17, 18.) 

We cite these verses as being typi.cal of an attitude quite 

cont,rary to that of 11 joyous hope of life everlastingtt 'Which we found 

in the Kaddish preface on page 203. They t•epresent what mi.ght be 

called the t-•nonnative 11 attitude towards death found :tn the Bible, 

which is rather devoid of any expectation, no less hope for, immo:r ... 

tality. Of course., ·the mood of the .~J-_Jl is not the mood establ:l.shed 

by the Kaddish preface.
13 

One would not expect to find the same 

feelings about death expressed. But what we are trying t:, polnt out 

i.s that beyond the dictates of mood, there is a basic, 11 doctrinaln 

difference inherent in the contrast. 'rhe Hallel 111 shall not die" 

is basically a biblical idea; the 11,joyous hope in life everlasting0 

is d.ndebted to rabbini.c thought. It is interesti.ng ·to see how the 

l'iturgy (or rather., the litu:egists) have made no at-t,empt to reconcile 

these views, but use them irrtl:erchangeably, depending upon the need of 

the hour. We are not necessarily argui.ng with this procedure; but 

._, 

.I 
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fe.eJ. t t wo:rtnwhil:e to point out this tes·timony t.o the fact that one 

eanno.t- expect to. find complete theological cons:l.stency· within the 
1!( 

!i~l:?1! 1::£~~.E ~~. ' 

MEMORIAL SIGRVICE FOR THE SEVENTH DAY OF' PASSOVER 
, .. 

On page 266, jus·t before "Returning the Scroll to the Ark" we 
'. 

fi.nd a rubric in small type t 1·"(If memorial service is used, insert 

here),, 11 And then on pages 268 ... 273, there is the memorial serv:i.ce. 

The rubric implies that the memorial service is optional; and the 

title indicates that if used, it is only intended for use on the 

seven'l:,h day of Passover. '!'hough we are not at·tempting a compai~ative 

or historical approach in this chapter, it should be pointed out that 

there i.s good reason for the l"Ubr:tc and M.tle to be as they are. 

First, there is no memori.al service included in the earH.er 
:, 

editions of the Uni.on Prayer Book for any o:f the Festtvals. The 
. - --··"'" ., ---· 

Reform prayer book followed the ~ Ash~~ in th i.s respect, as 

well as that of the Sephardic rite. The inclusion of a memor:i.al ser

v:t.c·e for the seventh day of Passover, as an ..2.P!:!:_onal service, would 

indicate a concession of a sort to the wishes of the ever-increastng 

number of Reform congregants whose ancestral experience was with the 

Polish~ 

ti.val. 

which included ~ on the last day of each 'F'es-

Second, the cho'lce of Passover as the timl, for a memori.al 

service ( if at all) is clearly a matter of log1.c. 'l'M . .s Festival 

comes at a point about half-way between successive Yom Kippur memor-
1.~ 

i.al serv1.ces. 

'fue memorial servi.ce opens w.l..th Psalm 23, assigned to the 

i, 
; i' 
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choir. W'it, ·have' diiscussed this ps'al:rn and. the m1.stranslation. of · 

h'lte1:1'<tza:vmavet 'ear•Jii;e!rf / ' 'But· undou.bte'd1y the use of the psalm ---
('Wfth' !fn±sttanslaM.'.ori')i'i a:·s ~· mood .. s·etter fo:tf the meriiortal s erv·:i.ce, as 

welll':tfs in the tftirlel'a:k se5rvtoe r has hfilped :to implant··· it f'i.mly 

w:ttn'f.n ·%,.fon:ri'. 'tlratl£tiot1 as>a. funeral, psal:m. So phrases like ttHe 

maketh-me' ·to lie down in-, i:;reen )?!:istu:res ••• 'He· :restoreth my soul ••• 

though. :i.r wa:t'.k:tnr(,u.gh the ·vaLley · of ·the· shadow of death.~· .I· shall 

dwe]l:1 in: 1the.·houst:i d:t th~ Lo:rd:' forever-; 11 :can' easily' be taken by, the 
, 

iorslifpei"' ·as 'cdriifor-p;tn,g.: a'ssurEirrces of 'iunnorta:lity' for oneself or one I s 

· · 'Then· ,fo:llei-ts r ·a 'p:taY.&r Of ·· 1nvo6ation, 1;hn ,,which an idea of' 

• 11heaifeirily.ipass!L vei11 'immortality i.s affirmed (or, more accurately, 

argued},' • The 'theme is appropriate to Passover, commenting on the 

reawakening of nature <in the spring from the oseem:ln.g dea:th o:f' 1winter." 

With ·spring 1s awakening, 

. A renewed faith and confidence surge th:r:•ough our· he,atts; 
'I'he clouds that darkened our spirits are dispelled by 
the miracle of revi.virtg nat'Ura. The gloom of the valley 
of the shadow :ts pierced by the ligpt, of Thy presence. 

'Ih:l.s sentiment might well speak to the hearts of all of us, after a 

ntypi.caJ. 11 gloomy winter. How much the more so might it not touch the 

feelings of those who had, during the past months, seen a loved one 

laid t,o rest? 

So the 11 argument 11 which follows has been introduced by the 

ageless :i.denti.f1.cation of the cycle of nature with the cycle of man I s 

career •.. 

Beyond the winter of death smiles Thine eternal 
spx•ingtime. It cannot be that in a world of unending 
life, we, Thy ch:ildren, are given over to destruction; 
th.at fashioned i.n 'rhine ilnage we are doomed to anni
hilation. The spirit, 1.mplanted within us, cannot be 
only a passing breath. Thou art our dwelling place 
in life and in death. 
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· t:-: 1imi,iortalJ~y;,, 11-~re ,· ls an ''et~rnal springtime. n 'l'wo basic 

~P,gWJl~ijt.~ .,are 9.0l(i1:atJ1.eq in,, ... thi,~ .,pas sag,~ . t}le ind(}'structibility of' 

r~J!~,t,~,:r, ~-~-- h<P'.gOf,'l;,.q;;!;\,0 'f~J.y 9h~l,d~,n11.J ;anq the,.eternality of ,the soul,· . . . 

~l;).s~,£,iar .~~'' .i.A:,,}pa:r.~.~~-1?,.,qf. ,:\;\le. ~~.e.:rn~J,,:J.,t;y: ot' tl1e Divine,.. , The. argu'."'. 

I!l,~mt .. €3 ~t'.~· Gi,;j.,f;f,:\:9,ul,:l:,; ~9"\+\ei\it1~; •. bu'\:, ;th~::;;:i;J.,t:1:mat,e .. c.onclusi,91'.l ,ii$ ~s am ... 

p:l,:~Q;lJ,~.t,,S, any to be found on this subject in this prayer book: '~hou 

art our dlf113:p.tri:g,,p¾~9~ ;j.n,,;l;l,f~ ,.~~q.. ~n de~th/t .. ,]:J.sewhe:re we have af-
fJ.~t-~~:~:) 1; ·.~ :, 'i'if,;•::•>i1~~~?-, -!,_1;;.·~ r /:·,··:~(,f'.:/; .. ;:;·:: .. "; ' .. - _: ,: . 

firmed eveiita~:¾.;t,n~;,:,t:\.,f:~.::1,iwi,t9.11'·' Go'ct,_ return "to" God; but here we are 

·~~~;!;Q~ya~qµt,).;t,f,~,1:ti.ntG9~t•.•;",:'"'f~ph~ps, the, qa~u1"e t.h~me has gone too 

fa:r, and w,,1.~~}ri;·'.~:gg"'e~.'.,0\1:rs\\'),y;~s r;:Ln;t?\,'f\;.,Sp}nozi~t~~,...:pat1-~I1:,isrn wher•ein 
:\:·, ?';,.,.:1 -_;·.-/:'.·':,~'·,·,, j ·i ... : \•,:!,.,: ,.': :•?"!', •. {·~ 

we will ev,~'\;~a\;!:,y•::~9t,\':i~·~1,,ii,~qJif me.:r;-;t,y oe ~b!?Q.zjb~q, ,into the Dei.ty 

, :,~.~->tlav;<, s~.e11,:tn+s, t1 ~9~m:!;9t\,imm9r}AAitY ei.xpr~ssed,befp,re,. more, 

d:tr~l),:t:.ly. ::, ,J:t:l .our pi~~sen:t passa.ge.,. J;J.pwev:er, t:\1.~ wording :ls j us '.t vague 
,. • . -;•. •· ., • , . . ' '.· . 'I •' • '•! ' • '-" • .• • •• , ., ,., 

et;1.ougti. 1as: to .allqw,:for bot,h a 11 cosmic 11 and "heavenly11 irtterpretati.on, 

depending upon the disposit,i.qn of the congregant. ·. It. flTOUld not. tak~ 

tqo much rearran.gi.ng, for instance., t0. lP-~ this pray-er,. as :i,t stands:t 

;,.r ,conclude with an af'f;trmat.ion .of bfl'lief c:l.n the resurrected Christ, _1ill. 

whom qur own immortal life is to be found! 

Following the invocation is a series of psalm verses.to be 

read respons'ively. _The general therne is the longing for Md depen

dence upon God. Phrase~ such as ~r1;hou. wilt guide me with Thy counsel., 

and afterward receive me with glory,n might be taken as vague refer ... 

ences to a 11heavenly-pass1ve11 immortality; but no clear ;idea is ex ... 

p:ressed. 

· '.fue choir is then assi.gned Psalm J.6i8 .. ll ...... .§.h~vj.t~.}:~ 

,;i;,~~i1~ _!:~:!_£. ~~his is basically an affirmation of the joy found 
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in God's ,p:r•otection in'life •. · The :flesh.as well as the soul, "dwelleth 

tn: sa:f'ety. 11 · As thes·e verses ·stand, tl{ey have no reference to remem ... 

branoe of the dead., or to imr.nortality. However., within the context 

of the ~m.emorial ·service., one mi.ght expect that there would be a ten

dency for people · to · take part. ·of the selection as a nifereri ce to im--

morta].ity •· 

· ·Fo:r. :Ttl.9\i wilt not abando'n my· soul to the grave 
(lish 'ol); neither wilt Thou suffer Thy faithful 
to s~e · gt!f6/t:Mlotion.. · · · 

(Exact+y the• sentimeht ·expressed in the invocatioh.) 

Thou makest' me to khow the path of life (eternal). 
In Thy presence (in the after ... life) is fulness of 

.· joy•/ ·at Thy· right hand, bli:ss foreverrnore. . 

· As with Psalm 2 3, the fact th at the intentibn and even the 

translation of ~he psalm have been altered or are altered in the minds 

of too :readers is interesting to note; but from a li.tu:rgical point of 

view it changes nothtng: 

Now follows a long passage for the reader, in which the 11memor

i.al11 part, of the memorial service is i.rl"troduced. Reverent mention is 

J: made of depar·ted loved ones, congregants., and heroes of Israel, named 

and unknown. 

1•'J.1ransfigured by memory, our dear ones stand again be:f'ore us 

in this sacred hour. 11 This is as clear a sta:tement of the ttearthly·-
·, 

passive" idea of ~mmorlality as one can find in the prey-er book. And 

it is the ~ly mention of :i.mmortality in the entire passage which can 

be clearly defi.ned as such, except for the fi.nal sentence: ttMayest 

Thou· remember them for blessing among the righteous of the world. 11 ; I 
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Now ,here,we. ·are· ·given what is, in this study, a new aspect of the 

"heav.en:1y ... pass-:tv::et~ ide,a. Asking God t6'. 1111remember them for blessing" 

1nd:Lca.t,cs ;a 3pecifio>way. in ·which the s<.nD. may achieve immo1•ta,,li.ty: 

one :tives 011 in ,the ,memo.cy of God. 

,,,1,1"·"' ;;1,Jn :fact,r·the central prayer of th1s whole, service, from which 

:i:,t,takes.its: name,, is the ~.! prayer -- ·,mMay God remember •••• 0 

In the Uniort.Pray:er ,l3ook,version!of this originally qu;Lte .. short por-~~,..,. ◄Ii'. _., :a: •oiu~ ' ' •• 

tion of the' Sha.<?,~~~~~: serv:tce, •more ~ttenM,.on .is pa.id to the mourners, 

and ~ li'ernembxiance of the, ,dead. Yet, in the final analysis, it is 

. .E.?~~ remembrance which is most .·cruoia.1.. 

The 1 theme.,of Divine r.ememb.:r~nc~ is not reserved for. ,the dead 

alone. It,is founq. throughout the High Holyday liturgy, with refer ... 

ence to the deeds of the livi.ng., (Here., of course, some appeal to the 

Divine qapaci.ty for fo:r.getfu.).ness is made.) In.deed, a separate study 

of the meaning of the theology implicit in Y;Lzkor Elohim would be 
. ------

helpful "to a .fuller understanding of our ideas of 1.mmortality; but 

this is beyond the scope of ·che present project. Within the context 

;, of the liturgy itself, .there is little more than the plea, "reme:mbertt 

which would indicate to what specific benefit th'ls petition -:ls· j,n,tend.ed.
16 

The\111emorial service reaches its climax, ani its conclus1.on, 

· with the silent prayer ~, in a Hebrew and English version; and 

with El Male Ra.chamim, which is assigned to the choir, and appears both 
---- , - ~,..,,....,1 ,.,,......__.,.._ 

in Hebrew and English. 

It, must be noted that the English paragra:r:n beneath:ilre Ji.zk~: 

. is not a t,ranslation. It begins as a paraphrase and ends as a com

pletely new prayer for ·the mourner. One reason for this is immediately 

apparent when we see the nJ,!£! in place just, before ~~_!!~R~. 

',) 



Exaet translation wo-uld result . in a. r~p~t:i tiousness of certain phrases 

touruJ, .. it1. .b9th p:Nlyers, We oan also Sf!{~, j,n comparing the original 

V'l;i:th tm , Et1glish., . th~rt i;he '.Eng:J.:l.sh ).rersion combine.s both 11 heavenly" 

lilP.G. ;"eapthlyl! .:tmrno;rtality,,, il'l. -what one c:ould suppose to be the "ideal" 

W.!;>¢1.~ of 11~:i,ci~tenc~~- 1;1.ftel? dea.th; .. ':Tr,apslated quit.e lit~:rally, :the 

pr,ayer, wouJ.d, r.eatj.t . .; •·•· ··· 

M:ay.! Qod .r@'llEJmbe,r t;he sow. of my- revered ;rather, who 
has gone to his eternity. Oh may his soul be bound 

; inj;,1'ie. :bong., .of l.i;fe;; and .may ,his rest be· glory. •. In 
Thy pr~senc@ is fulness of joy, at 'rhy right hand, 

.. bJ,.i;ss · ·for evermore. 

'+1M.,s., i~' the•. pray~r as it .appears on page ·272 of the, prayer book. 
, . ··, ' ' 

,;_·: .. ,B,em~mb,e~,· OQoq., unto life-eternE\l the. soul of'my 
beloved who has gone to his (her) repose and shelter 
niw. (her) benef!lth the w;i.p.g of Thy love and grac.e. for 
evermore. strengthen me in my loss, 0 God of mercy, 
that I; may ho.:no.r the memory of my departed by kindly 
deeds unto the livi~. Help me to continue the noble 
tasl<:~ whioh ga-ve meaning to h:1.a, (her) life,: a,nd to 
contr1.bute in his (her) spi.ri t to the well-bei.ng of 
our fellowmen and to th~ san~tific:ation of '.I'hy name. 

The significant ~ifference is to be ;found in the addition of 

the ideas found from 11 strenKlihen me in my loss 11 onward. What is really 

implied here is the 11 ea:r:~hly-active1' i.dea. If the mourner is able to 

1•continue the noble tasks which gave :meaning to his (her) life11 arid to 

' 
lMcontribute in his (her} spirit, 11 then the deceas.ed does partake, in 

some measure, of an active 11 e:x:istence 11 beyond death. 

'rhis ''0earthly-acti.ve11 kind of immortality is found, interest-~ 

i,ngly enough, combined with a 11heavenlyu existence wh:l..cb seems com

pletely passive. Both i.n the Yizlf_o_~= and ~}- Maj;e ·~Ra~~~~~, the soul 

is tz 1rurah, bound; we wish it ~ch~-~ah, perfect rest; and 

our final hope ist v 1yanuchu b 1shalom al m1.shcavam -- may they rest 
... --... --------~- ..... __ _ 

in peace (upon their resting place). 
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iAgain 'we are 'left without direction a:s to hOW' these phrases 

are to be interpl'.'eted. What, is ~'.E~-~~b. n 1 chonah'? · The transla'.t ion 

is l1ilper1fect rest"j but this fails to convey t~he implications of the 

term~ · Perhaps this is deliberate t the individual may determine for 

himself the donnotat1::on o:f.\ 1111perfect :re~t ~- 11
' ];Jut then, th:i.s is not a 

\ 

17 
new idea .... ~ the pfaye:t'; (in va:dous f o:t;ms) · is :fail•ly old. _Cirtainly 

f. r_:• ,_...,.,_._:· ,;- ~ ... . ". -- . , . . ,, . , : , , , , 

it ca.nnot be understood:'ln the ·saraei way' ae ordinary "rest." (Sabbath 
:_ ·1 ·r: - . 

m1nuchah is already· understood to be in a di.ffe:rent category from 
--. ......... lO 
ordi.nary test.} · 

Also, what·eve±• our tirid:e:rstand.ing of'!!!' nucp~~~~cz~on~p is, it 

must ··be irecbnciiled'with · our- ii1t,erpret&tiort· o:r. tt,~___p~~~E--~-~c~~~ ....... 

bouh'd up''lti the ,bond of eternal l:tfe,. '!'his, too, is an :1.d.ea wh:i.ch · 

could·· use · considerable expl<!=mation. 19 · 

O:f.'' cotirse, many of the questions we have rid.sed are of greater 

concern to the 'stud.em-I:, than to the average congregant. For the Memor

ial Service as a part of the ongoing corrluct of the r1tual (not as an 

object of study) does not provoke questions. It helps create a mood. 

It directs the thoughts and feelings of the congregant towa:r•dr~ death, 

immortaLi.ty and remembrance, shedltng a light on t.hese sub,i ects which 

is intentionally soft and diffuse, rather than sharp and cleat!' (as 

t,he student might desire 1.t.) 

The Memorial Service concluded,. the Festival Service continues. 

We should point out that the prayer for rain and dew, page 265, 'is a 

complete reint,erpl"etat1.on of the traditional tefilat, tal. The or:i.g:tnal 
. ·-~-~ 

prayer was a compound of ideas including dew, nati.onal restoration and 

resurrect.ion of the dead. The reinterpretation could have spoken of 

immortal:i:ty, but ignores it. 
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The serv1:ce· ends with the Kaddish and its preface on page 27.~. 

Here the main e.mphasls is; on comfo.rt ai1d resignation; a.nd in one short 

paragraph., ·the maj or· ideas .. of immortality found i.n the pr ayer book are 

stated: 

Death is not the end; the earthly body vanishes, the 
··immortal spirit lives on with: God.("Heavenly-active.") 

In our hearts, also., our loved ones never die. rI'heir 
love; and- memory abide, as a lasting inspiration., moving 
us to noble deeds arrl blessi.ng us evermore. ( 11Earthly-

ti ") . ao ve •..... •. 

EVENING SERVICE FOR 'WEEKDA'YS 

Aside from. ,the Gevurot ·benetlietion •there is no mention of' im-
""'""'·----· ........ 

mortaLity:•ini tM.s se1-vice up to. ·the .Kaddish·preface11 The rub:r:tc 

direets one. to. p.age 271.~ for the Ado'.t•ation and· Kaddish, so the· Kaddish 

preface is the san:ie as fo.r the, fe:stival morning s e:rvfoe. (However, 

this would not preclurle the use of othe1~ K&ddish prefaces in· the 

prayer book, if the leader of worshi.p so directed.) 

mVE:NING SERVICE A'l' THE HOUSE OF MOURNING 

'l1his is rather a short se:rvi.ce, compared with othel"S 1.n the 

Union Prayer Book. 
..,.._._._ .. [Ju ....... -

For the most part the prayers are concentrated 

on the mourners, rather than God. Barechu and Sh 1ma a:r.e retained; 

and the !~~ benedictlon is given in paraphrase, with direct ref

erence to joy, sorrow and death. The !V~~ passage is replaced with 

a responsive reading on God as comforter, followed by the -~~.!: 
(in n;nglish only). Psalm 23i:ts suggestf!id for the silent prayer; and 

the service concludes with the Adoration, preface and Ka.ddis h. 

It is intearesting to note that in this entire service, with 

the exception of the~, there is not one direct reference to 

immortality. 'l'he preface to the Kaddish, page 307, only hints at 

life eternal: 

" I 
i 
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,;,, Let .. r.rhy. light,:shine on u13, in the night of our so:rrow 
that we may find the path of life an.d follow it to.;, 

1 . ; , :l1ards the,, goal :which T~iou has-t appointed to each of 
Thy children •••• Calm Thou our troubled spirits that 

, ''.atl·xwar,t. ''O'IJ.r ... t¢a~.s may, ar,ot\ tl:;te, rainbow of 'thine eternal 
pr().mise. · · · · ·· · · 

,r· 

We 'might safely assume that the 11 goal 11 and 11eternal promise" 

are allu~i~~s .f,'o ~ort;lity1 Yet i:t strikes us ·a; being somewha·t. 
- ' 
- • 1 •• •·,.,j .• , .; ' 

odd that the editors of this 'service chose to virt,u.ally 'elimlnate 

any idea of immortality as a source of comfort to the mourner. 

M0RNING SERVICE. FQR WEEKIDAY.S 

-. ' . The· only ,adGi.15.ion,a.l mater'1al t.o \)e discussed h~re is found in 

the .to~r pre.£ac,es t.o :the Kaddish, ,pages 36~~369. 'l1he first combines 

a ·kind of' .vagu<i'l coslnio. immortality ide.fl with a rather weak version of 

the. nal}rthly'!"'act:i,vta\t. idefl •. Death µsua).ly overtakes us wtth pu:r work 

•Un.finished, "yet we lift up our so11ls to Thee, tha'.~ ou:r 1Ht1er~ay may . 

find its permanence as part o;f; Thine eterni t,y- attl our wc,rk its• com .. 

pletion i.n Thee. 11 The existeriti.al problem which often le ads to a 

longing for immprtality i!:l well stated i.n the opening sentences of 

J: the paragraph. But the assurance of 111pe:rmanence11 and 11 0ompleteness11 

is not very convincing as an answer to the individual I s desire for 

his own, individual fulfillment in et,ernity~ 

,_}And even the idea of imm.01~tali ty through memory is 11watered 

down" here, as compared to other e:x.pressions we have found in the 

prayer book •. "By love are they remembered and in memory they live11 ; 

but then :i,t i.s not the dead but 11the noble purposes which inspired 

them and the high ideals which they cnerished (which} endure in our 

thoughts and live in our actions. n Now cex•ta.1nly one cannot deny that 

thi.s is what is }!!1-1?.~!ed in other 11 earthly-act.i.ven statements we have 

,, ' 
; 

,I 
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discussed. ···. Yet here ·bhe idea of t:00 immortality o.f the individual 

~.:!,x is given.,a distinct shove to th~ rear. Th~re is a di.f.-
. 

ference between: ttThough .. absent:, the departed st1JJ. minister to our 

spirit;s ••• 11 (page 74) and the d.dea ;exp:ressed, in our ourremt passage. 

In the second, preface; .. page .367, we find the first :reference 

to another ''world,·"' As we remember our loved ones, 11 they whisper to 

us of a world where years arrl horizons have. r10 mean:l.ng and where the 

heart's desires .come ab:i.dingly into their own • ." Certa.iply. thi.s is, for 

· all its \ragueness,, one of the cle~est ••def'initionstt of. 1theavenly" 

immortality we have found so far." Actu,ally there is ~J close rel.a .. 

tio·nship between this idea a:nd that .e:xpressed in the f.1.rst paragraph 

of. the first preface on page 366. Each does wha, t few of too other 

passages on immortali·by in• the. prayer book do: give voice 'to some of 

the reasons why an individual wants immortality for himself. The need -- ..,,..._ 

for "completeness., 11 and the hope fo,r achi.eving at la~t the 11 heart I s 

desirestt are very real; yet are usually ignored in the ritual. 

Then., too, there is some hint at 11 ea;rthly-acti.ve11 immortality 

J: here. For how do the dead "whisper to us II except through some kind 

of life-after-death?. 

In the third preface we return to the more standard versj_on of 

nheavenl.y11 innnor·bality found earlier in the prayer book: 

'.l".hough the dust returns to the earth as it was, the 
spirit returns to God who gave it. Death is not the 
end. Our dear ones lw.ve passed through the gateway 
of the grave into the peace of life that endureth 
always ••• our beloved whom Thou hast taken unto Thyself. 

In '!:,he fourth preface we find no mention of the departed or o,f 

immortal:l..ty. It is simply· a prayer for comfort and strength for those 

who mourn. 

! 

:ji 
·11 •, 
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PRAYE.ltS FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION 
I 

In the baok of the -~ E!_aye_~ ~' Part I, there is a 

short section devoted to mtscellaneoue1 prayers for various occasions, 

most of whlch take place outside the synagogue. It may be of some 

interest to note, in passing, that in the exper:tence of the writer., 

very few of the people who use the prayer book are aware at all of 

this section I s ex:lstence. So our d1.scus sion o.f the ideas of immor

tality contained here1n may be, to a great extent, academic, f3 face 

the influence of prayers contained here is probably quite limited. 

On page 38~. there is a 11Prayer on the Anniversary o.f a Death. u 

'rhe rubric indicates:- 11It is customary to burn a small li.ght for 

twenty-four hours on the anniversary of a death. 1,t The pray-er text 

presupposes the light. '.The ideas of nheavenly-passi.ve, 0 nearthly-

passi ve11 and "earthly-acti•ve 11 immortality are aD. touched upon. 

Help me to feel that my dear ____ is in Thy peaceful 
keeping •••• My dear is gone; but all the goodness, 
the sweetness and rio'SIIity of that life I wlll remember. 
As this light burns pure a.pd clear•, so may the blessed 
memory of the goodness, the nobility of character of my 
dear illumine my soul. -

One cannot read. this prayer., which comes near the end of the 

prayer book, without thinking of those oft-repeated words at 1 .. ts 

beginning: . 11Li.ght is the symbol of the di vine ih man. The spi:r.i t 

· of man is the light of the Lord." It might well be that th:l.s phrase, 

at our prayer book's beginning, and the 11 small lirht," mar its end., 

express t,ogethe:r an idea of immort.ali ty more eloquent than any other 

to be found on the pages between them. 

The fi.rnal express :Lons of immortality to be found in th is "Volume 

of the prayer book are on page 335 i.n the 11 Prayer in the Cemete:ry11 

.,i:' 
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offered when dedicating a tombstone. 
I 

Thou dost grant us the blessed comfort of prolonging 
on ea:r.th the living memory of our dear ones. (in1carthly
passi ve 11 .. ) 

May the soul of our departed be bound up :i.n life ever
lasti.ng. ( 1111Heavenly-passi:ve 11,) Praised be Thou, O Goel, 
·who givest life and takest it away. 
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CHAP'fiI:R II 

THE UNI ON PRAYER BOOK, NEWLY Rll:VISED, VOLUME II 

IN 'l'RODUCTION 

Our treatment of ·t;he material in this volume of the prayer 

book wi.11 be less extensive than that of the .first vol woo. The major 

tdeas of immortality have already been introduced and commented upon. 

Most of the general obse!"V"ations made about the ritual, the 1mportance 

of context and so forth need little further elaboration. So the bulk 

of the material in this chapter will be more in the nature of desc:ri.p

tion and documentation. 

There is, however; one major conside1·ation. which must be held 

in mind throughout, this chapter. That is the fact that thfa vol'IJ.IM 

of the l:!!l:1:-oo }?raye~!: Book ts read by a much greater number of individu

als than is the other. l<'or many of our congregants ., the twice-a-year 

( or even once-a--year) worship experience wl th thi.s volume comrtitutes 

their only formal religious experience. Hence, we may assurre that 

whatever ideas of immortality are to be found in thi.s prayer book may 

well be the only such i.d.eas that many of our congregan·t;s will ever 

know. 

Also to be remembered is the fact that the general. mood of the 

High Holy Day sei"Vices, espec:Lally the Memorial Serv:i.ce_, 1.s unlike 

that of the Sabbath and :B',e:stivals. Not only the words of the prayers, 

but the very emotions with which the wo rshi.per enters the temple are 

changed. And so we may find that an idea of :lmmortali ty whi.ch appears 

even banal to the Sabbath eve congregant., may evoke an altogether dif .. 

ferent response on Kol Nidre Eve. 

',',, 

1 ', 

:i 
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EVENING Sl!~RVICE FOR THE: NliM YEAR 

Immortality is not a subject foi' concern in this service. 

'!'he responsi.ve reading of verses from Psalm 90 on page nine docs 

speak of the shortness of man's life., and one might expect a petition 

for ·immortality. However., the prayer is for 11 .a heart of wisdom," and 

for God's establishment of the 11work of our hands." This is alto-

. gether a fitting note with which to :tntroduce the Rosh Hashanah ser

, vice, whose themE'lS are centered on earthly life and its proper con-

duct. Not until the service for Yorn Kippur morning will we f:i.nd any 

· appreciable interest in the "wo1•ld to comett ( excepting the usual 

·· Gevurot· benediction and Kaddish pre.face). ,_,.,.. "' 

'.!.'here is an additional phrase inserted :in the Avot, bened:tction 

for the New Year. It is identical wlth the insertion made in the 

traditional liturgy. 

Re.member us unto life, 0 King, whodelightest in life, 
and inscribe us in the book of U.fe, for Thy sake, 0 
God · of li.f e. 

There can be no doub't that 11life" in this context can mean only 

earthly, mortal life -- one of the central themes of the whole High 

Holyday liturgy. 

We call attention to this insertion, with its clear reference 

to mortal life., in order to help clarify another inserti.on found in 

the Gevm~ot benediction. iTust before the chatimah we read, twmi - -
chamochah av harachamim., zocher y 1tzurav lachayim -- who is like unto 
__,_ :di! •-1"'1h•..,,.--,....__. -l't-io••..,,,,__,...___ 

Thee, 0 merciful Father., who rememberest ':rhy creatures unto li.fe. tt 

Now here, again, 111life11 is generally understood to mean mortal life, 

even though the next phrase speaks of 11 e-ternal life. 11 We note this 
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because the translation is not consistent throughout the High Holyday 
I 

li.turgy. In ·t,he Tefi~l~ :for Rosh Hashanah morning., and for tl1e con-

cludj .. ng service of Yom Ki.ppur, (on pages 52 and 328 respectively.,) 

~ is translated as "'life eternal. 11 'fhe meaning of the insertion 

is then considerably altered, but, for no apparent reason. Upon look

ing at earlier editions of the ~ ~J'.'!:.E Book we find that "eternal 

lifett is the consi.s"l:,enttransJ.at:ton. given. So perhaps the current 

inconsistency is a .result, of incomplete revision, rather th,:m con

fused theology. As in a number of other cases we have seen, it, is 

highly unlikely that anyone other than a rabbin:lc student would even 

notice such a matter., no less become concerned ove:r. it. 

'l'he Kaddish preface for this service picks up the theme of the 

introductory prayers: the transience of life, hence the need for a 

proper life., so that death may find us i'prepared." Into this theme 

i.s woven the "heavenly-passivett idea of i.mmortality. We read, on 

page 31: 

Our lifc1 is but a fleeting gleam between two eterni
ties ••• Only the dust returns to the earth, the spirit 
returns to God who gave i.t. Our dear ones ha.ve passed 
through the gateway of the grave into the endless peace 
of 1:1.fe eternal. 

The only new aspect of this idea which we find here is that 

of "two eternities. n One familiar with the rabb:lnic ideas on the 
l 

pre-existence of the soul, prior to infusion into the just--born 

:l.nfant, might read a great deal into th:i.s phrase in the prayer book. 

What was actually int1imded to be conveyed by the author of this pre

face is not certatn; but, it seems unlikely t,ha t any complicated 

theology of pre-existence is brought to the mind of the wo:r.shiper. 

'.['he emphasis is on the II fleeting gleamn which is th:l.s life. 



MORNING SERVICE FOR 'I'HE NEW YEAlR 

There is li.ttle new materlal to add from this se:rvfoe. On 

page 41, among the i.ntroductory prayers., there is a paragraph en

titled 11!~•u It is an adaptation based on the two prayers be

g:l.nning with those words .found in the traditional Birchot Har,hachar. ~---.... ---
The baslc theme is the ete:rnality an:l power of God; but i.n mak:Lng 

the point we affi:rmt "Thou art our God in this life, and '.l'hou art 

our hope and refuge in the life to com:; •11 The luttf,r part of the 

aerrt.ence follows the pattern of many other ttheavenly-pa:ssl ve 11 refer

ences., inclicating immortality as some vague ha:v-en beyond the grave. 

It is interesting to compare the version here w:lth the simple Hebrew 
2 

of the original textt Atah hu baolam ha2ieh, viatah hu l'olam habah -... ,, -· "'"''"'_,._.,..,._ ....... _ .. _________ ,,_., __ _ 
Thou art (God) i.n thi.s world, and Thou art (God) for the world to come. 

We have already spoken of the insertion in the Ge!?-.!~ bene-

diction which :reads, in this service, 

unto life eternal. 11 

11Who rememberest ~-'hy ch:l.ldren 

In the preface to the Kaddish, we f:lnd an expression of a kind 

of 11 cosmic0 immortality. 

On this solemn day of the New Year, we see life as 
through windows that open on etern:l ty. We see that. 
love abides, the soul abides, as Thou, O God do,srt,:;t:, 
abide forE:nrer. We see that our years are more than 
grass that withers, mo re than flowers that fade. They 
weave a pattern of life that 'is timeless an:l unite us 
with a world that is from and to end ·che abode of Thy 
love and .the vesture of Thy glory. In life and death 
we cannot go ·where 'l'hou art. not, and where Thou art, 
all ts well. 

One might be tempted to conclude that this prayer on page 89 

is a direct contradiction to the reapons:t ve reading from p·sa.lm 90 on 



page 9, where we declare: 

In the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 
In the morning i.t flourisheth and groweth p.p, in the 
evening it is cut cl.own, and wi there·Ul.. 

However, the respectivt, contexts in which these passages are found 

make it clear that ·t.he 11oontrad:tction11 is :really a deeper insight 

into the human situation. We m:l.ght say that the worshi.per i.s ex .. 

pected to have a somewhat greater persp{-lctive on his existence after 

attending two New Year services, than when he first entered the 

synagogue. So, too, the idea of man's yearf3 as 1~1grass,11' grows in its 

perspective, from one end oi' the servtce to the other. 

EVJ£NING SERVICE FOR A1.'0Nrn:-IJIGNT DAY' 

As'ide from the _Gevll!:~~ benediction, the re is no :reference to 

immortality in this service before the Kaddish preface. In the Kad

d·?.sh preface., page 161, we affirm again a faith in the 1'heavenly

passiven idea of eternal life. 

Thou wilt not suffer Thy children to see destruction; 
our beloved, who have passed through the portals of 
death, live on with 'I'hee. Into Thy hands we comm:i.t 
our lives, as we entrust the spirits of those we love. 

And finall.y, in the closing hymn, Yigdal, on page l6L1.-J.65, we ---
note an insignificant, yet interesting situatlon. 1.rhe Hebrew of the 

clos:i.ng stanza tradi t:ional.ly reads, 11E_1et:Lm y I chaye JU ,'1 God will 

revive the dead. The Reform. version, following the pattern of' the 

But the 

:E:nglish on the oppos:Lte page reads, itHe redeems the dead to life that 

endeth never. 11 li'orced no doubt by his rhyme scheme, the poet has 

translated morf~ in the spirit of the traditional Hebrew than the Ref'o:r..m. 
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Thi.s observation may shed little light on the subject of immor-

• I 
tali ty; but perll.aps it may serve to illumine somewhat the problem of 

"translation" wh'.lch we have encountered from time to ti.me in thi.s 

study. 

:MORNING SERVICE FOR ATONEMENT DAY 

In the 1.ntroductory prayers we fi.nd, on page 17'-i, the passage 

beginning, ttthe soul which Thou, 0 God, hast gi.ven unto me." We have 

already discussed this prayer i.n chapter one, wlth special reference 

to 11Thou wilt t,ake it .from this earth t,hat it, may enter upon life 

everlasting. 11 We mention it again, because in this service, on the 

opposi.te page, the Hebrew text of "!lohai N1shamah11 i.s printed. 

Now if we compare this Hebrew text to that found in the Si~,3 

we .find that the ch_~1~~ has been eHmi.nated. There is good reason 

for this, in t ems of Reform theology, for the .?-~~h concludes, 

11 hamachazir n 1shamot li.f'ga:r'im meM.m.u (Literally, "who restoreth ______________ ,.., __ ,, ___ _ 
souls to dead corpses. 11 ) Now in terms of rabbi.n:lo theology, this i.s 

an unmistakable reference to the doc·t;r:i.ne of resurrection of the dead 
li 

in the Messianic time. Since the .founders of Reform specifically 

5 
rejected this doct,rlne, we would not expect to .find i.t e:xpreflsed 

in the prayer book. 

However, upon re-reading the Hebrew text :ln our prayer book, 

we find that a glaring reference to resurrect-ton has been retai.ned: 

11 v I atah atid li tt 'lah mimeni. ul 1hachaz1.rah bi leat:ld J..avoh," wh:l.ch 
"°~--•• b•- --•-0\----"-----•-~------

means, li:t.erally, 11 and Thou wilt :l.n future take it from me and restore 

it wi.thin me at a future time. u Now it stand13 to reason that if only 

the soul is immortal, there can be no 11me 11 within whom the soul can 
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be ttrestoredu at, any time. So the Hebrew as i.t stands does not belong 

in the Un:l.on Prayer Book. -----
A new i.dea on the subject, of immortality is introduced in the 

tt~osb mah y~_z~e11 prayer, page 210 ... 211. 
6

. '.t'his passage serves as a 

preface to the silent confession on the pages fallowing. Here we 

find for the first time in. our study of these prayer rooks the idea 

tha·t there is a connection between a man 1s conduct on earth and his 

eventual immortality. 

The major theme of the prayer is God I s judgment, of human con

duct; but the sub-theme of reward ( not punishment) 
7 

iEl added. 

But why should man murmer at M.s lot? 'l'hougn. he be 
called to ·toil and to trouble, his faithfulness shall 
not fail of reward. Happy, therefore., is the man who 
maketh divine wisdom his guide, and whose reverence 
for God is from ·t.he heart~ 

For all things stand revealed at las·t, and all men w:tll 
be called to render account for tmir doings. 1'hen 
truth will be made manifest, and deception will be ended 
:forever. He who worketh r:t.ghteousness and showeth mercy 
will find everlasting peace. His reward surpasses all 
earthly treasures and honors. A good name :l.s his here 
below, and the crown of immortal life beyond. li'or him 
the day of death is better than the day of birth. There
fore until the day of a man I s death, r1'hou dost wait for 
him to repent so that he may li.V'e the life eternal. 

What is actually being said here is that ttheavenly11 :i.mmortality 

is the reward for righteous conduct and/or repentance. This i.s an 

extraordinary idea, because it is practically the only place in the 
8 

Union Pra.ver Book where 1.t may be found. It is true that wi th:t..n 
....,..._ -----~ 
i.ts context, se:t•ving as an introduc-t:t.on to set the mood for confes

sion, it may be useful as a means of stimulating the worshiper to 

sincere repentance, But we seriously question how any person can be 

expected to believe it.
9 

All yel3!' 'round the pr.ayer book leads us 
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to affirm and reaffirm our fai.th in inunortali.ty as the natural 11 endtt 

to all human life. 
I 

11 '1'he soul returns to God who gave U, 0 is what 

we are told, not mthe ~ta~ soul returns to God! 11 Yet now, on 

Yom Kippur morning, we find ourselves remindi.ng God that he waits :for 

man to ttrepent St) that he may live the life eternal •11 
''"""'!">"'-

There is more involved here than a mere academic demand for 

textual cons'istency;and it is more than a matter of new emphasis in 

order to bring home the message of theHoJ:y Days. If we really believe 

that 11heavenly11 immortality is dependent upon right conduct and/or 

true repentance, t,hen thi.s i.dea ought to find its way into the liturgy 

again and again, throughout the year. We should not be a11.lowed to for

get for eleven months out of the . year that our entrance upon "5lif'e 

eternal" is ~ an automatic affair. 

Now one may say that this is far fetched. One may po1.nt, out 

that during most of the year the references to immortality are made 

for the benefi.t of those mournfo.g persons already dead. Under these 

circumstances it may be unwise to provoke doubts in the minds of mourn

ers as to whether their loved ones are actually ''with God" or not. 

Whereas in the present context., the worshi.per i.s concerned with his 

~- 1.mmortality, and perhaps wi.11 be persuaded to live that kirrl of 

life which mi.ght earn him eternal life. 

One answer to this line of reasoning would be simply statedt 

this is theologically dishonest. It is true that r1.tual and the words 

which accompany its practice are basic 11tools 11 wlth which organi.zed 

religion can bring both conLt'ort and challenge to the worshiper. Bu:t, 
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in the case we are conside:r•ing, it seems to us that the use of immor-

1 

tality most of the time as a comforting promise, and once a year asa 
10 

threatening (implied) reward, is a gross misuse of tre "tool." 

Needless to say, there is a theological gap i.n tbe enosh mah 

;y:!~k.~ as it stands. What, happens to the man who does not work 

righteousness and who dies unrepentant? What is the alternative to 

11 reward11 and the "crown of immortal lifelt? 

Thls question asserts itself again as we look at the "con

fession" and find on page 213: Uin all my doings rnake me recognize 

Once more the idea that conduct in

fluences immortality; and now the alternatives are laid out for us in 

magnificently archaic Engli.sh:. r,Ii'or weal or for woe ,.. 11 If thi.s is 

the beat that the prayer book can offer, it might be better to elimi

nate it altogether in future editions. 

This theological dishonesty is found again in the special medi

tation for the aged, on page 216. In the p~nultimate paragraph the 

older person :Ls supposed to pray: 

I crave too power to see ever more clearly that other 
hlillf of life I s plan, which youth cannot discern. 
Sustai.n me with the faith that wrong, cruelty and 
injustice cannot p:revail but that the right, the pure 
and true shall endure. .And may the imperishable worth 
of li.fe uphold ~ in the ~~!,h~~.~-·~o~~~-~-~e~:-

Now the usual affirmation of sure immortal:Lty has been voiced. 

But the editors of the prayer book will not let this suffice. rl.'he 

prayer concludes: 

Let me not be afra:i.d.J As one by one my bodily powers 
weaken, may my soul enter into greater f'reedan and be 
purified and atoned i.n '.l'hy sight. Let me die the d~~~ 
£!.J?.~ __ r!_~~!~e,9,~- and let min(:) ~~ be _hLke ~~• 



,7 

'.['here is a deep theologi.cal problem involved hem o The most 
I 

we can do at present is point it out. We hope that some day· i:,l{will 

be grappled with honestly and that some evidence of that struggle will 

be manifest in the pages of the Unj-,2,E. l:E.'.!l~ Boo½. 

All'l'ERNOON SERVICE: F'O:R ATONll~MIDNT D.AY 

There are two passages :in th:ts service which need attention. 

The fi.rst is a poem by Meshullam ben Kalonymous, on page 25.~. '!'he 

poet calls upon man to exeu.t God and His wonden•s. He concludes: 

But of man --ah! the tHle 1.s another, 
His counsels a:r.e evil and va'l.n; 

He dwells w:l. th d.ecei t as a brother, 
And the worm is the close of his reign. 

Not so God! --- In light He is clad as a raiment: 
His greatness no eulogy needs; 

·:ret exalt, 1tis your only repayment, 
His marvelous deeds. 

'l'he idea here seems to be that ex,al tation of God i.s man's highest 

reward. 'rhere i.s no intimation o.f :lmmorta15 .. ty. 

is but flesh and blood, his or•igin dust, his end dust. in Both the 

Hebrew text and its Engl:i.sh paraphrase speak of man I s frailty arrl o:r 

God I s provident ia.l power ove:t' man I s dest 'lny.. A great deal is said 

about death, esµecially in the Hebrew; but no men.ti.on of life beyond 

death is present. This 1.s a.ctuaUy quite reasonable, since the em

phasis here is on death as a decree which we hope to avoid. We do 

not th:i.n.k about immortality when in the midst of trying t;,o "avert 

the stern decree." 

MF.MORTAL SERVICE FOR ATONEMJ;NT DAY 

The custom of remember1.ng the dead on Yom Kippur 1s not a 

'R f ' t~ 1.l ~ e orrn :umova .1..on. However, t.he posi ti.on in the liturgy and the 

,) 
,r. 

'J, 

IW• 

II 



58 

length and content of the me.terial i.ncluded mark this Memorial Se:rvice 

as bei.ng a significant departure from th.e traditional format. (In a 

later chapter we shall trace the evolution of this service in Reform 

liturgy.)' 

Placed after the Torah read'lng of the afternoon service, and 

before the concluding servi.ce, the memor:tal service is actually a 

separate ritual in itself. Indeed, in some of our congregations it 

is printed separately in a booklet which also contains tbl:r names of 
12 

those departed whom the members wish reimembered. 

The dominant theme of the first part of 'the sen:•v'i.ce is the 

shortness of life and. the inevi.tabi.lity of death. Through psalm 

verses and o:t•iginal prayers this theme is stated and restated for 

eight pages prior to the second part, of the service, which is the 

actual 11memoriaJ.n sect1_on. 

'Woven into the dominant theme are the sub-themes of immortality 

and retribution. 

verses) concludes, 

'rhe opening ~ai mah ad~ ( a compilat 1.on of psalm 

Mark the per:rect man, and 
end of that man is peace. 
of His servants; and none 
shall be desolate. 

behold the upright; for the 
'l'he Lord red.eemeth the soul 

of them that trust i.n H:tm 

On page 309 there begins a series of passage~, on the inev:l.ta-~ 

b1.lity of death, wlth the refrain, lffl()h, wbat is mtm, the chi.ld of 

dust? What is man, 0 Lord? 11 The passage opens with the following 

words, which clearly express the connection between the Day and im

mortalt.ty, between moral conduct and eternity. 

0 Lord, God of' the spirits of all flesh, who gi.vest 
life and takest it away-, 'l'hou hast appoint.ed this Day 
o.f Atonement that we might sacnti.fy our lives on earth 
and attai.n unto life eternal. 

II. 



The extended theme of death :Ls not po:tn:tless., however, for we 

see that, 

The speedy flight o.f life, and the gloom of the grave 
should not dismay us, but should teach us wi.sdom. I} 
should prompt us to put our trust in Thee, who wi.l t not 
suffer Thy children to see destruction. For only the 
dmrt returns to the dust; the spirit whfoh '.I.'hou hast 
breathed into us, returns to Thee, its everli v:lng 
source. 

Yet our. feelings of assu:r•ance are not w:i.thout some doubt, 

which leads us to pray further: 

0 that we might die the death of the righteous and our 
end be like theirso Suffer us not to pass away in ou:r. 
sins, 0 Judge of life and death. 

Again we have found the idea that immortali t.Y is somehow to 

be earned •·- that something different is in. store for those of us 

who, unfortunately, "pass away in Olli'.' sins." 

Then follows Psalm twenty ... three., which has been discussed 

already, and a medi.tation, 110 soul, with storms beset. 11: In the latter 

the soul is told to accept the inev1:t.abilit;y of death: 

Thus mayest thou save thyself, and win high aid 
To p110fit .thee., 

For, like a bird., unto thy nest away, 
Thou wilt take flight. 13 

rl'he concluding lines might be taken as ref.erri .. ng to the II gracen which 

is the reward of eternal life. 

Make pure thy thoughts from sin, 
And bring a contrite hea1•t as sacrifice 

His grace to win. 

Finally, on page 314, there is a summary prayer which brings 

this section of the service to a close and ttcleers the fieJ.dtt so to 

speak, for the memorial part of the service. It is interesting to 

note that in this prayer the idea of 1.mmortality is in no way (mnnected 

to an idea of retrlbution. Indeed, the idea of 11 heavenly" immortalit.y 

. I 
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i.s expx•esf:1ed as a 11hope,u a lfflvisi.on'' implanted with:l.n us, rather than 

a sure 11 doctr:tne" of the faith. Elven God is described as "our hope 

in eternity.n Hence we find now a 11ew variation on the idea o.f i.mmor

talityi we feel assured that we will live the life eternal because we 

have the ~ Uimplanted wi th:Ln. us •11 
14-~ 

Beginning on page 315 wH,h the responsive reading, tttet us call 

to remembrance the great and good.111' the actual "'memorial1~ prayers are 

found. And here, to a cerliain extent, we find again the overtoms of 

11earthly11 immortality. (Which idea has been totally lackiqg heretofore 

in the High Holyday liturgy•) 

Some have left a. name behind. Their "remembrance is sweet as 

honey in all mouths. 11 Others have no memorial, yet 11 the goodness of 

their lives has not been lost and the:lr work canno·t be blotted out. 11 

There is a · sec'ti.on dedicated to remembrance of our martyrs. 

'fhour,h they be nameless and thetr resting places unknown, "they mall 

not be forgotten. We take them i.nto our hearts and give them place 

beside the cherished memories of our own beloved. '.r.hey now are ours. 11 

' ' ' ' . Now the choj_r sings shivtti Adona1. 1 negd1., which as we have 
.... ---~--~-

previ.ously noted, takes its implication of immortality from. the con

text ,in whlch it is found. 

Fi.n.ally.,, j ur:1t before tho section entitled !~, a summary 

prayer links together the fi.rs·t and second parts of the Merno1"ial 

Service: 

Th1.1:i hour of memorial bids us be mindful of the 
supreme hour which will call us to the realm of 
eternal rest and gather us to our fathers., to all 
the unnumbered generations that have gone before us. 

What appears to be an idea of some kind of heavenly reunion 

here is more likely a figure o.f speech., borrowed fr_om the biblical 
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v·ocabul.ary. The prayer ends with another t•push11 towards righteousness: 

Grant, 0 Lord, that when the1 time of our departure 
comes, we may look back without sorrow upon the life 
we leave, and with trust in 'I'hy· mercy enter that li.fe 
which Thou hast prepared for the righteous. · 

The Yizkor section consists of a series of six silent devotions 

"in memory oftt father, mother, husband, wlfe, child and brother, sister. 

or friend; a brief prayer introducing the reading of' the memorial list., 

and the Kaddtsh. 

This format is quite different from that found in the Yizkor --
for the Seventh Day of' Passover, whi.ch conta:Lns an actual .l?.&~ prayer 

in Hebrew and tre El maley racharnim, without the Kaddish. We shall .. --...--~---
see in a later chapter that the reason for this di.ff ere nee may lie pr:i.

ma:rily in this fact: the Passover Memorial Service is new to this 

edition of the Uni~ J:r..az~e!' ~ and has direct ties to tre Siddur. 

The Yom Kippur Memorial Serv·i.ce, on the other hand, has a long and 

varied history within the liturgy of the Reform movement, and its con

nections with the Machzor are tenuous at best. 

These memorial prayers are all in the first person and are 

directed not to God, but to the departed person who 1.s being remem

bered. .All foll.ow the same pattern: 

1. I remember you. 

2. Your image lives on in my heart. 

3. May God reward you with eternal peace, bliss., etc. 

Of course one may raise a significant theologi.cal quest:ton at this 

poi.nt: what is the purpose of the memorial prayers :ln thei.r present 

form? Is the form of direct address to the deceased an :tndi.cation of 

a belief that they can hear the prayer, or 1.s tt more a manner of 
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speaking? ( The traditional ~!: prayer is addressed to God, thereby 
I 

avoiding this confusion.) ID.so, why continue to pray for the welfare 

of the departed? How long, if at all, do the dead require tha-~ their 
16 

posterity invoke God I s ~:rewardu on thet:r behalf? 1.'here seems to be 

a contradiction inherent in these memorial prayers a contradiction 

of. Reform' s denial of the power of special prayers to affect the f.rtatus 
17 

of the departed within the af'·ter-H.f'e. 

'When we look at the history of his Memorial Se:rvtce with:i..n 

Hefo:r.m liturgy, we may find that there are c:onta'i.ned in tre present 

service a combination of several. vi.ews on immortality and modes of 

expressing them. Some a~em to be in keeping with h1..stor:l.ca1 Reform 

theology. Other•s are more l:tkely the :remnants of one man 1s p:tety, 

which we might be well advised to cast of:f. 

CONCLUDING Sl~RVICl!~ FOR THI!~ DAY OF A'rONEMEN'r 

'J~here is little which :rema:i.ns to be said on the subject of 

:l.mmortali ty. 'l'he Gevurot bened:i.ction brings its message, wi:th the 

insertion now reading 11 1:Lfe eternal 11 for 5:~i~. And in the closing 

pages we find two final manif'estaM.ons of tre beli.ef in :immortal:tty. 

The first is homiletic al in form, the second catech1.sma1.. On page 

34h•a3}..J.5, cued by the p 1tach lanu sha I ar we pray: _____,__ 

And st1.ll another dwelling Thou hast destined for 
us, 0 Source of 1:1.fe; an eterm-11 abode to which we 
shall go after our brief stay on earth has closed, 
Open unto us the portals o±' eternal peace when the 
gates of our earthly home shall have closed behi.nd 
us. Be Thou O\U" guiding star on our homeward journey. 
Let thy light shine in the ni.ght of our death as the 
dawn of a new morning, that from our grave ma:y sprout 
not the barren thistle but the .fragrant myrtle, a 
blessed memory redounding to T.hine honor and glory. 

I'' I 
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And on page 3h7 we affirnu 

In man., the son of dust and the child of heaven, 
Thou hast blended the two worlds, perishable ea:rth 
and immortal l'lOul; finite matter, fettered to time 
and space, and infinite spirit, which endures through 
eternity. 
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CHAPTER II! 

RABBIIS MANUAL 1 

IN1?RODUCTION 

~['here are a number of prayers and services not found in the 

'rhese are primarily rituals of an oo casional 

nature, wM..ch do not require congregatioM1l partlci.pation. We find 

them, along with other• pertinent materi,;ils, in the~~~~~ ~l!.,ua~. 

The ed:i.Uon now av-a:llable was arranged in 1928. A new edition is now 

bei.ng prepared, but unfortunately 1.ts publication will be too late 

for incluf3ion in this study. 

Although ·t.he average congregant never reads tl~ ~~1?.~~ ~2..!!~al, 

he hears its words as often as h" may be present on an occas:i.on when 

:t t is used -- particula1~ly at li.fe ... cycle ceremonies. Our chief in-

terest is, of course., the funeral service, a ni other ceremonies con

nected with death. 

P RAY8RS FOR 'l'HE DYING 

Tlrnre are two vers1ons off e:r.ed. The first, on pages 57-58, is 

mostly in "fi\nglish. A brief confession :l.s followed by a prayer in 

which the dying person ( or the rabbi read:ing on his bf3half) says: 

Fe:nrently do I pray and sincerely do I trust that 
Thou wilt show me the path of 1:tfe so that cleansed 
through 'lhee, my soul may enter life everlasting •• o 

into Thy hand I commit my- spirit, mayest Thou redeem 
it, O God of mercy and truth. 

We see aga:l.n here the idea found in the Yom Kipp1.1r confession, 

ind:i.cating that immortality is somehow conditional rather than auto

mat'ic. The idea of God as redeemer :ts, in thi.s contoxt, an unm:tstakable 
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reference to an 11 other--worldly11 deliverance. 

In ·the Hebr.•ew ,Yiddub!, pages 59-6b, there 1.s no mention of a 

future life. It is a confession of sin and a testimony to God I s 

power ·to know all and forgive all. One prays for God's protedtion 

of the beloved relatives to be left behind; and finally, in :r.esigna ... 

tion ·t,o the decree, the c\_ying person declares: al ken. b 1yad 1chah _ _,,,...,_,_~·-
afkid ruchi, padi tah oti .A.donai, El em,t, ( therefore in to 1by hand __ _......,,.._ ________________ , .. ~-
I commi.t my spirit, Thou hast redeemed me O Lord, God of truth) • 

FUNI~RAL SERVICE 

The funeral service i.s divlded into three sections t i.n the 

home, the .funeral chapel ( or temple), and the cemetery. '.!.'here is 

nothing new to be found here by way of ideas of immortality. If. 

anything, fue funt~ral service has less emphasis on immortality than 

we might expect! The primary theme is one of. comfort 1;md consolation 

to ·the mourners. I 

In the prayer to be read at home (pages 63-64) we find these 

sentiments: 

Now his ea1•thly end has come. We give him back unto 
'rhee •••• in Thine encompassing love gather him unto 
Thee. Forgive him his el."rors, fot• there is no man 
that liveth and sinneth not, and vouchsafe unto him 
rrhy heavenly 'peace. Make our true love a cons·cant 
i.nspiration ••• that his memory may live on through us ••• 

'!'he service in the chapel opens with the same psalm verses 

used in the Yom Kippur Memorial Service (Adonai. mah adam); and there 
. ~·-.... -

are several selections offered, none of which touch on immortl;llity. 

The main idea is resignation to death;lamdtrust i.n God. In ·the prayer 

"For a Young Parent1t and 11 For a Child11 only the 11 earthly-passive11 id.ea 

of 'lmmortal i ty :i.s found. Not until the ~1 -~~~~im, in English 

,,! 
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and Hebrew, do we see evidence of a belief in 11 heavenly11 life after 

death. This prayer., which concludes th1.s part of the serv:i.ce, has 

been d:lscussed in chapter I under the Memorial Service for Passover. 

In the cemetery verses from Psalm 91 are to be recited as the 

coffin i.s taken to the grave. At the grave the tziduk hadin is read. _..,.__.__,_ .......... _ ... 

No translation is gi.ven, though we cannot understand why. Certainly 

the declaration of God I s justice i.s worthy of understand1n g by those 

who do not comprehend the Hebrew. The same key phrases are found in 

this version as in other, ·tradit,ional services. (We were unable to 

find any two versi.ons exactly alike.) Specifi.c reference to ~h~?E;, 

howeV'er, :i.s not found in our version, as in others. 

'!'he benediction pronounced as the coffin is lowered :ls an 

adaptation of the traditional one: 

Pra:tsed be 'I1hou ••• who forms us in His 'i.mage, who 
nourishes and sustains us 1.n His goodne,ss, ·who causes 
us to die in accordance wUh His law, and who :1.mplants 
within us immortal life. Praised be 'I1hou O Lord, 
Judge of truth. 

After the coffin is lower.ad there are a series of comforting 

prayers and psalms, includlng the Gevurot in a slightly different 

translation. The most interesting part of th1s is the phrase, lff'Thou 

wilt fulfil Thy promise of immortal life unto those who sleep in the 

dust. 11 'I'his is a far less ambiguous tran:3lation of the Hebrew than 

we f:Lnd in other versions of' this benediction throughout 1:,he liturgy. 

Several selections of closing prayers before the Kaddish have 

the phrase "the dust returns unto the earth as it was, but the spiri:t 

unto God who gave it. 11 

The Kaddish text in A:r,emaic is slightly- different from the one 
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found elsewhere in the l:lturgy. In the al n.srae! paragrapid we find 

I 
the words., v 1chulkah tavah l 1chaye alma d 1 ate ( 11 and a good portion ·-----"'----·· -·-- .. 

;for the lif'e of the world to eome 11). Up to the present edi.tion of 

the Un'!_~~ ~! ~£ot this was included in (Wery Kaddish; a rr.l its in

clusion here i.'3 probably due to the age of the copyright of the ~~. 

'rh.us the Engli.sh translation, which differs somewhat from those in 

t,he current prayer books, is also a produc·t of an earl:Ler era, and 

was at one tjrne used ln the prayer book., too. We shall discuss it 

further in the next chapter. 

Aii'T.ERNOON SE:RVIC:E AT A Housg OF MOURNING 

'l'his is a si.mple service wl.th nothing slgn:tficant to add by way 

of ideas of immortality. 

DEDICATION OF A T01'1BS'rONE 

'l'he prayers are, in the ma:ln, devoted to the comfort and in--

.£.t~~<'?:!..J1.~~~;y~ -- May his soul be bound up in the bond of eternal 

life, 11 is found on page 96, immediately after conseorati.ng the memor-

SERVICE FOR THE CONSECRA'rlON 01'" A C1~METF..:RY 

The major ideas of i.mmo:rtal:lty are expressed i.n the prayer on 

page 120: 

The spirit returns to God who gave it •••• He has implanted 
eternity in our hearts, and has made us shar<➔rs in His 
unending life. He I'f)det,ms our life from the pit ••• The 
goodness •••• with which our l:tves are linked, do not die ••• 
LivJ.ng in His presence, even thi.s place o.f mortality 
shall be unto us as fl House of Life. 
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And on page 121, the "ear.thly-act:i.ve11 :Ldea :ls very nicely 

Thou who hast ordained that our deeds live a:.f.'ter 
us ••• may what o.f us lives on beyond the grave, be 
for our honor for strength and :for courage to those 
after us, and thus for the glory of Thy name. 

ANNUAL :t-'il~MORIAL SF.RVICE! AT THE CJ\XVTE'.I'ERY 

The stress in these prayers is laid on good deeds which live 

on., rather than on spiritual immort,ality. 

So let us set our hea:rts to gatn w.i.sdom ••• that we mey 
faithfully d..tscha:r.ge our duties •••• thus, life shall 
become a song of :tmmori:;ali ty, sanct:i.fy:i.ng the name of 
God and glorifying our human ex:li.d:.en ce. ) ·' 

I 
'I, I 

'· 



CHAPI1ER IV 

AWfECEDENTS TO 1.':HE UNION PRAYER BOOK, 
NEWLY RB.'VISED 

INTRODTJC'.l'ION 

The ideas of immortality :f'ound in the ~~ f~ :.3~.~½: and 

the fomlll in wh1.ch they are e:x:preu:ised often di.ffe:r (in va.1"ying degreet1) 

from those found in the traditional liturgiH. We might, summar:lze 

the dif:f'e:r.ences in t.his way:· 

a) Remwal of references to physical resurrection. 

b) Ad.di tion of ideas of l!!p:i.:ri tual :immortality alone 

e) Addition of ideii of ttea:rthly11 1.:mmortality. 

a) Changes in the Ge~ benediotion. 

b) ./Addition of prefacef!l to the Kaddish, 

e) Removal of all but the Mou:mer'e Kaddish from the 

liturgy. 

d) Chmngee in thffi Kaddish text. 

e) Memori11.l service for the Seventh Day of Pasts over • 

.f) Memorial :!ervice for Day of Atonement. 

g) Addi ti.on o:t nferencee to immo:rtali tY' at Vlrieuai 

poi.nts in the litu:r.gy. 

h) The funeral eerv·ic«1. 

I 

·f 
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Theeie changes a.nd innovations did not oome about de novo. 
- , ,- --..-~ 

• I :American Reform r1.tual as we find it today is a product of almost 

150 y·ea;rs of ohange· and :l.nnovation on the pa.rt of both German and 

A,merioan litu:rgis1;s within the "tra.dition.mr of the Reform Movement. 

In this chapter we shall attempt to outli.ne, brlefiy, the 

major lil'l.es of development which have led to the ideas 0f immorta.J.i.ty 

in the our.ren:t prayer boeks. We shall try to show how both ideas a.nd 

foms have undergene changes in emphasis and in.tensity fr(l)m one Reform 
I 

prayer oook to its successor (or eompeti.1,or). 

A detailed analysis of each prayer b0ok published prior to the 

current~ P~l!,! ~k would. be beyend the scope of this thesis. 

We have selected those few· p:ra;rer oooks whose influen.ce has been 

g1•eatest ( directly 0r indirectly) upon our present liturgy. Wi.thin. 

these book.a we shall. examine four specif'.l.c par•ts of the ri.t,ual: 

(1) the Gevurot be1'1ediot,ion; (2) prefaces to the Kaddi.sh; (3) the 
- -~·-_,.,-

text and ttt:i;•anslation" of the Kaddish; and (~.) the memorial servioea. 

THE SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE PRAYER BOOK 

There can be n.o doubt but that the Hashoabah of the Spaid.sh --· 
and Port,uguese rite was t,he basis upon which the early Reform memorial 

services were bunt. We invite the reader Is attent:l..on to the appen-

dioes, where a. few moments I comparison of ·~exts will Mnf:Lrm this 

assertion. 

The:t-e may be reason to believe that the custom of mourners 

reciting the Kaddish in uni.son with the rabbi stem.Ill, too, from this 
l 

rite. 

I i 
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This firflt t1Refo1,n" prayer boek wa.s, by present sta,ndards, 

not too different fr('>m the tra.di tional ritual it pu.rport,ed to replace. 

However, it centa1.ned oertai.n innevations which remain to this day a.19 

a part of the Refor.m liturgy. 

The text of the G!!2-.!..C?.!'. beraedict,ion was, fQr the time being, 

un.ohaaged. The Hebrew was identical to that of the ~. The 

German translation offered no n.ew interpretation, :rendering ~aye 

!P.'!:i.~ as ttrevi vest the dead" (belebtiit) • 

However, something new had been added. Just befrn.•e t,he mourner's 

Kaddish there wam a para.graph in Hebrew., with a translation., entitled 

llll(lebet, fur die Abgeschiedenen - Pra;y·er :for the Dec:eased. 1t A note in-• 

dieated that 1111this praye1~ is sai.d. only when the moumer:s are present 

in too temple. tt Thei "P':rayern ( see .lppel'ldix B) :i.s actually a oompi.la.., 

ti.on of :rabbinic statements which give a.ssurance tm t 11 all Is1•ael have 

a. share in the .future life. u The empha~is, though, is upon righteous

ness, wisdom and the sttJdy of Tarah whose 11 reward" is "1in the land of 

eternity •1• 

This same "preface" is used whemeve:r the mourner I s Kaddish is 

rec:i.ted. The kind and number of prefaces to the Kaddish have changed 

over tho years; but to the editors of the Hamburg Prayer B00k we owe 

the c:r.edi t for originating the practice. 

Idea, ... wj.se, the kol Yisra.el preface i.s still reflected in mur ------ ,, 

pi~sent prey-ers. The major idea is one of assurance tQ the mour~er 

tha.t the departed share in some k:tnd. .of immortali.ty. The theme of 

righteousness., however, i.s reserved almost exclusi.vely now to the 

j.l { II' f" 
',/ ' 

i 
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Yom Kippur prayers. We might indica:te that tM.s is a significant 

change in emphasis. 

The text of the mourner's Kaddish itself i.s an itmovati0n with 

this pray-er book. (See Appendix B) Iq the first paragraph we find 

inserted the words, "d'hu atid l'ohaddtah almah ul•achalah metayah _,.. ~-... -----... -----~---.. --.--
whe will ·renew the werld and will rev·ive the dead.''' This insertion 

is foulll.d only in this Kaddish., and in none of the other ~_!l.:.h:i~ 

found in other parts ef t,he liturgy. It is el.early intended as a 

means 0f setting off this mour'l'.ler ts Kaddish .frem the t:rbhe rs. The 

words themselves are not new, though. They are the first part of a. 

longer insertion found iri +,he traditional Kaddish 1' chaddt,ah., the :3 ~,,__.,... ...... _""' 
Kaddish reoi ted at burial. It is hard to krHJ,w just why" this pa.r ... 

tioular phrase was imserted, since the Kaddish llchaddtab. insertion ~""°""""""---~-
spera.ks speei.fioally abeut the Messianic rermrrect:1.on @f the deadl TM.s 

particular usage was never carried beyond the Hamburg li.turgies. 

Another innovation in the m©urner rs Kaddish was carried else

where, ho-wever. With one change it remains pa:r-t of ou:r Kaddish to 

thi.s day0 Th1.s was the new para.graph beginning ~- The 

text, is composed. mainly of phx•ases taken from the traditional Kaddish 
4 ---

and from the Ha.shoabah of the 'Spanish and Portugu£1se llllO!III,.,....__ .. _ ~abb~~!) 
5 rite. The Germ.an te:xt is a fairly literal translation of the Ara ... 

maio, (a,s opposed to the current practioe which we discussed 1.n 

chapter I). 

The major significance o.f this n.ew par-agraph was (and still is) 

that. it altered the nature of the tradi.t:i.onal mourner's Kaddish and 

made it a "prayer for the deadtt rather than s strictly d0xological 

1.itan.y. For many years the rac:l.tation of Kaddish by traditional Jews 

had been ~~~-~ to be of some benefit to ihe scmls of the deceased. 
,' ,, 
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The editors of the Hamburg Prayer Book, and those which followed it, 
I 

made sure that what had been impl.i.ed by the people was now made 

e:ip..:,1:,iei~~. 

Now what was found in 11miniature 11 in the new Kaddish and its 

preface., was laid out in much fuller dimensions in the new memQritlll 

service for Yom Kippur. As we have seen, aeither the Western n0r the 

Spanish and Portuguese rites had ever created lengthy sect:l.ons of tho 

prayer book devoted to thoughts 0f death and 1.mmo:rtali ty. The idea of 

an e:iq,anded ~!!£_a.rat I~~~!l!'l,8-!!1.o.~ was truly a11 innovation on the part 

of ]':rankel am Bresselau. (As was its placement in the service f el.low

ing the~ service$) 

The se rviee in its entirety is reproduced in Appendix B, in ... 

eluding a translati.on of the new Ge:rni.an medi.tatfons and prayers. We 

have observed be;fQre that the latter part of thE1 service, from ~ 

!.~.!...l1!.~E._ah, is basically the ~~bah used by the Sephardim., The 

other parts, however, seem to be altogether original with the editors 
6 

as l:tturgioal fcnmul.ations. 

The arrangement of. biblical verses comprising Adonai meh ad.run __ ,.....,_ .. 

:remains preoi.sely the same in our present Memorial Servi.oe. The 

prayers of remembra.noe for parents and relatives are now much shorter, 

but the,y follow the basic pattern established in. the Hamburg Prayer 

Book: The prayers are addressed to the deceased, rather than to God. 

The major ideas of the praye1:•s hav·e remained unchanged. The cM.ef 

differences are two: we no lc.rnge:r speak so specifically· of the "ac

tivity" of' the departed in "heaven 11 ; and there is no mention of a 

donation made on behalf of the dead (although such donations are 

st,ill offeredl). 

"' I I, 

I 
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The most important part (and the major innovation) is the 
I 

opening prayer. This is at ooo time a pt•ayer., an essay on death., a 

philosc,phical argument and a plea. It, speaks of death, the indestru.c

tj_bility of the soul, the joys ot: 11hea:venly-aet:i.vett immorlality and, 

only in an off-hand way, of some kind of ret,:ribution. Moat of the 

nheavenly-aeti•ve11 ideas a1~e vu, longer present :tn ·the Union Prayer - _,_.,_,.,,_ 

Bo?kJ but a careful compa1~ison of texts will reveal certain :1.deas, 

even actual phraaes still manif'est in our p1•es$nt Memorla.l Servfoe. 

Thtiugh the aotual form of the seh:'Vfoe has undergone a number 

of ohanges, still the ba1ic plan tf an elaborate n!1lervi.ee11 in whi.oh 

the worshlper dw£jllm at length on life., death and immortality, has 

been maintai.n.ed to the present. 

So Gne oan see that il'I. a number of ways, the Hamburg Prayer 

Book did much to in.f.luence the ideas of immol"tality and the forms 

i.ni;o which they were east, as wo f'imd ·them today in American Reform 

ritual. 

7 
THE HAMBURG PRAYER BOOK, 184~ 

We find no changes im either the 9~vu~, the pre:f'aoe to the 

Kaddish er the Kadd1sh itself in this later edi.t:i.on of the Hamburg 

Prayer Book. Hewe·ver, in the Memo:r.ial Service ( eiee Appen.d1.x C) 'thE}re 

are changes W{')rth n0ting • 

The form 0£ the service :r.emnins the same. H(')wev0r, the e>pening 

prayer 'is about twice as long as that of the 1819 edH:.ion. Trrls is a 

new creation, not an expansion on the older one. It ls even more 

essa,y-1:ike, giving additional 1tpre:H11fs1•~for the immortality o.f the scml: 



75 

t,he argument from GGd' s goodness, f':r.om the n.eed for the spi:ri t to 
I 

achieve the perfection ut'l.nttainable on earth, fran the divinity of' 

the soul and fr~m God I s justice. The:r.e :i.s an cwen stronger hint at 

something less than desirable in store for the wi.cked of too earth; 

but n.o "pm11i.shmemt,1t is spelled out. It does not seem likely that fue 

present Mem0:r.lal Service prayers on death and immo:r.ta.Uty are the 

'11descendantsn of this one. The first edition is the "ancestor." 

We nm,e a h(l)pe fen· reunion with the departed, expressed in the 

prayer of remembrance. Th:l.s idea is definitely lacking in the present, 

liturgy~ Also, these "memorial" prayers are addressed to the Dei.ty, 

rather that'I. to the deceased. 

One further note. This ed'iticm of the prayer book contains a 

brie.f burial. service. In the instructi@ns for the service we find, 

on page 430, the term Hh~~~," referr.in.g to the prayer beginning 

0n page 313 which we have sa1.d is, in essence, the Sephardic ~ahc!~. 

The fact that the pra:yer book itself uses the vecy term by wh:l.oh the 

Sepha.rd.im designate their prayer for the dead should leave no doubt 

whats0ever as to its source, 

ISRAJtLilf;I'a:RE'.S GEBETBUCH B 

In 18,h, Abraham Geiger published his prayer book in Brel.!!lau. 

This was t,ruly a Reform prayer book _..., it WM quite radical 1n mat'l,y 

ways. Geiger did not feel nearly so bound by the t:radHiona1 liturgy 

as dld the ed1.tors o.f the Hambu:r.•g Prayer Books; and we can safely 

eonol:ude that much of Geige:rt s baslo approach i.s still re.fleot,ed 1.n 

tho structure and style of the ~~ E.r~EE,: ~?e~, (albeit probably 

via E:lnhom I s £1~~- T~~:9:). 

,:i' :111[,:"." · . 
., '' •' 
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Conside1:1, .first, Ge:lger I s German interpretation of the ~~!!'-.!~ 
I 

benediction. (This is illu@trati.ve of a hab:l t n.0w thoroughly engrained 

in Reform liturgy -- a trad:ttional Hebrew ·text next t(i) a vernacula.r 

11 translationtt which is actually an interpretation.) 

Thy might, 0 God, g:lveth life, preserve·th and reneweth 
it. Thon :refreshest too plants when they whither, and 
-whrim. they die Thou causest new ones to sprout. Thou 
upheildest the falling, healest the sick and preservest 
Thy faithfult'less also to those who slumber in the dufilt. 
Indeed, Thy might fulfille-t,h the promise to the dead 
that salvation may spr(()ut, for them in the new, eternal 
life. (Father of. me:roy, Thou d.oetrr always rem.ember 
Thy crea'l:,1,tres and guardeat their life.) · Praised be Thou 
O God, (Praised be God, praised be His ht!>ly name), whQ 
givest life here and there. (Pages 38 ... 39.) 

We do not have thi."11 kind of interp1•etation o.f the Q_~~t 

today, but we saw the analio gy between plant life and human l'!f e ex ... 

pressed so:r,awhat similarly on page 269 of the Uni<m Prayer Book, Part 1. 
',j -- --- _,.._ 

Hmreve:r;-, :tn Geiger's prefaces te;, the Kaddi.sh (see .A.ppendi:,c D) 

wei oan see the germinal stage of. many of our present, prayers before 

the Kaddish. There 'is no idea a.f 11earthly11 immortality, but there is 

the affirmation C>f God's justice, some brief, u.n.elaborated men:tion of 

"hea.venly11 life, prayer for strength and submission to God.ts will. 

NGte, too, that these are origin.al oompesi tiorus rather than compila

tiens of rabbinic and bi.blical verses as in the Hamburg Prayer B0ok. 

It is Geiger 1s approa.ch whieh has been foll<med in the ~!1~.:.~!! E,!a.ve_! 

Book. --
Geige111 s Kaddish text is not tht3 n.ew one., but that o:f.' the tra

dit1.ona1 Germarw·f.nQ Polish rltes. But h:l.s "transla·tion11 :i.s again, an 

interpre·tati.on. (See Appendix D, end.) Note ·the words "imperfect" 

and ttperfec·t 11 which reveal an :1..dea. of immortali.ty only hi.:nted at here-

. i 
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In Geiger I s memorial service we note further differences from 
I 

the Hamburg ritual. F'"lrst, he indicates that the service is t111 be 

:read during the morning service, (:ln. the traditional pooi ti.on. foll~w

ing the reading of the Torah). Second, he assigns the se1•viee to be 

read nCllt only on Y()m Kippur but on. the· last day of each of the Three 

F'estivals, in acoeirdance with Min.hag Poli.::i,. 'l'hen, too, his order of 

service is sl'ightly dif'fe:r.ent am. eons iderably mortar than the Hamburg 

version. 

His cen'l:,ral prayer gives only brief attention to 111arguj_ngtt im

mortality, speaking of the deathless li.fe of any ''power" (Kr~~) wM.eh 

God ereatH, and 0f the assur1;.u1oe of reunion with loved ones in ·the 

hereafter. The majority of the prayer is gtven over t0 remembrance 

of the departed ..... in various eategori.es. He re Ge:i.ger comes closer 

to what might be called an °earthly" immortality idea than. did either 

of the Hamburg memorial services. 

The congregat:lon I s prayer i.s directed first to God, then to the 

deceased. Here we .find ideas whieh may so!ffltimes be implied tn the 

present memorl.al prayers, but are never clear..ly stated. The living 

pray for the benefit of the dead, arrl then ask. the departed to npray 

fen: melt and "introduce" me when I join you in heaven. Geiger alse 

repea:t.s a. number o.f times the h@pe that he will .find fo1•giveness of 

sin in the nex.t life. The!~.~~ of the Un.ie_E !~l.~ ~ 
still reflects this i.dea, but only paleJ.y. 

Viewed in general, though, we would have to conclude that 

Ge1.ger rs prayer book probably had little dl:rect :i.nfl11em00 @l'l. the 

!J.E..!!~ ~¥~ ~, at least as far as cur area l?)f study ie ct,noern.ed~ 

,., 
I 

.,, I 
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MINHAG AMERICA, 1857 
I 

There were a number of editi0:ns 0r Minhag .Ame:rioa; this edition 
-~ C ea,., .. .,.,._ 

ef 18.$7,wa.s 0 :revised at'ld e0mpiled b;r. the Oommittee of the Clevelaw.d 

Oc,nferenoett but. it is ba.sioally the we:rk of Isa.ao M. Wise, and t,he 

English tra~l!llatiion is oredi ted a(l)lel:y to him. 

Like the Hamrurg Prayer Book, 0n. whioh it was m©deled to some 

extent, Wise's wrayer book did n0t depart too far fr@m tm form and. 

131:i.t -·already in Wise I s transla ... 
I 

ti0ns. we can see certain ohartges taking pla.oe in the ideas (l)f immor

tality expressed. 

Though the Hebrew of the Gevurot benediction. was still the tra ... --
diti.onal f@:rmulati.on, yet Wise t:ramslated mte,ha.ye meti.m. as ''whe ---
gr.an.test perpetual life tQ the dead,." This is a step il'l th.e directii:ni 

taken. aa :referenoes t0 resurrection. 

There are n.o prefa.oes t~ the Kaddish comta1.ned in the se1-vices 

themselves (daily, Sabbath and !''estivals). However, in ·t:J:ie a.ppendix 

Wfise has pr1tvid.ed 11:f»rayers fer Mourners and Jahrzeittt 011 page 117 

and f@llcmiag. There is 1u, b.d:lcatien gi,ven as t0 where in the ser ... 

vioe these prayers are im.se:rted. Actually Wise has pr®Vided a mini.a ... 

ture mem0rial se:rvicet 
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There are no idoas o:f' inmw:r.tality of particular inter.est to 
I 

us in these pray-era ...... beyond those we hl!Ne already" disc11ssed •. · H0w-

eve:r., when it comes to the Kaddish., Wise's translation introduces a 

new mote. 

'fhe ttOrphAl'l I s Benediotiontt consists of the traditional text 

wi.th the al Yisrael pa1"a.graph inserted, Wi:!H!.lts translat:t.on fa f01• -- ' 

the most part a literal o~e. But in al Yisrael (page 33) he becomes - .. ~ .. _,__.,, 

in.terpretive:: 

May the Lord of heaven and earth grai'lt eternal peaee 
and a full participation in the bliss of eternal life, 
grace atd mercy, tG Israel., to all the rightec>us, and 
te all who parted this life in. the fear of the Lord. 

Now 111full participat:tcm in the bliss of the eternal life" is 

an interest;lng 1.nterpreta ti.oiit>f "~~~~_!~l~ah~!!. n 

It is a somewhat different idea, but d~em not manage te convey any 

m0re i.nfonnation about the nature of the activity in "heavenly1' i:mmo:r.

ta.li.ty than d,mes the Aramaic. But, "to all who depa1"ted ·this life 

in the fear of the Lord,'1 is s0m1d;hing at t@gerther dif:t'eroot. Ei th.er 
".,.._.........,_, .. -~------
Wise simply mistranmlated "b:1.r1uten as "in the fea:r• of11 rather than ---
11by the will of," or he deliberately injec'ted a.new idea. Irl)eithe:r 

case the result is the same: anyore not included am0ng the categorla s 

listed is not c0m.sidered worthy of prayer on his behalf! 

~rhe Union Prayer Bc,ok so:rretimes throws a si.del@mg glance in the ---~-~-
direction @f th.is idea; but never would ocme right out and say it! 

To th:L-3 edition of :t1:1.:.~~~~ the ideas of imm€lrtali·by in 

our present ritual owe very little. 



80 

M1NHAG .AMERICA, 1866 
I 

This wa,s Wise ts prayer b©(!)k .fen• Rash HashanAh and Ygm Kippur. 

He wr0te a geoo many original prayers and hymns f©r these services, 

includb.g the memorial service, which we shall examime shortly. 

The text 1J)f' the Gevul'0t benediction ranaimd the same in 

Hebrew, but mw there was a slight nuance of :rreaning in the trans ... 

lati.on of m1chaye metim which leaned even further towaro a clear ~,....,.__ 

den.ial 0f the old resurrection idea. Now 0n page 12, and elsewhere, 

he coMludedt lffiWho gr.an.teat perpetual life after death. 11 

Rosh Hal!lhan.ah eve, (}l)age 66...68). Here is where we find fc,r the first 

time an 11 earthlyll immortality idea along with 1hose @f 11 heavenly11 

life. Wise takes Psalm 92.111., "implanted in the h(l)use of the 10.rd 

they shall bles som in the o~urts of Gtlldtt as a ttprooftext" for eter

nal life. But ttthe memory Qf the rl.ghte0us i.s to blessing'' en earth, 

as well. 

The righteous and pious ©Ms live in the presence of 
the Alm1.ghty in the realm of happiness; they live in 
the hearts of Their chi.ldren and fri.emds. 

This II addres:!l" is really one o.f the prototypes for those pre-

faces n@w im. the Un.ion Pra.yer B0ok. - ... -.. --~~- Strip thi.s "address" @f its 

prooftexte and flowery language, and one can see how easily it would 

fit int,0 the present liturgy. 

The Kaddish remain.6 th® same as in the 1857 edition, w::tt,h one 

maj@r inn.ovatioR. The brief np:rayers for Moume:rsrr are now a full

blewn. memorial service. 

The Seder hazoarat han I shamot, pages 64 ... 91, is m@stly a new . -...-w--~--.......,ab, __ _....,. 

I 

, 'I 

!··,, 
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oreatiam by 'Wllse,. He t@©k the basic idea of a long meme>rial servio e 
I 

from the Hamburg liturgy; but the f0rm. @f the service is new. We 

shall n@t attempt a complete analysis of the serviee; hillwever, oer,ta1:n 

general 00111sideration.s sh(l)uld be mem:ticmed. 

It is obvi.ous that the first SEHrtion ef this service has beem 

inc0rp0rated, with mu.eh editing, int,o the manerial service of the 

Compare Wise, pages 6l,i....68 with the present edi ... 

tien, pages 309 .. 310. We have retained the skeletal outl;tne ef Wise ts 

oreat:i.on. Yet m~eh has been omitted; and herein lies the key to 

,ui.derstanding the trend in ideas c,f immortality which has been opera

tive ove:r the past eentucy in tbe d~velopmen·t e:t American Refe:rm 

ritualt 

N@w a go(i)d de~l af tre 0edj.tiagtt ef Wise Is version we oan att,rt

hute tCi) chamg:tng styles ilil, E!!tglish prose an.ct. to a pru1dng o:r. e,xcess 

verbiage. But the major deleti@ms are Wise 1s rather detailed de

sori.pt:tGm.s li>f tbe after.-life. F0r example, on page 66 t 

'£he bliss which Th0u in the reaJm of eterni"t;y bestoweat 
@m the pure and sa ooti.f'ied. s0,1l ••• tn:e rays fr0m the 
lumi.n(l)us palaoe 0f eternity-, wltore the sun ef Thy gra,ce 
rad:lates eternal feli.oity on Thy returning children. 

M@vin.g Ol!l t0 parts of h1.s service rH.'>t included at a 11 :tn. the 

U1ticm Prayer Book, we fi.l!ld a long prayer in wh:loh Wi .. se "argues" _..___..,~~ 

the ratit0llal proofs for the i.ln.mortality of the soo.1, using most tf 

the same reasons given i.n the Hamburg serviees. Only a few vestiges 

of thi~ kitrl ef prayer remain in the ,P!,!_o~ !;-~~ Bill~. Today we 

briefly affinn out< faith in the re-burn ef the spirit to G,;,d; but we 

de ncrb argue the point with Oed. Wise does at least say ttut ttthere 

must be a., reward to virtue, which suffers Ol'l ear·th, and a puniahmen:b 

I ., 
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to wickedness.,t•" (page 74); but he, t~o, is reluctant t0 spell wt 
I 

the terms of pumishmemt a.iv :further. The indi vj.dual memorial prayers 

are somewhat similar t0 th~e we now use ;but the;r seem t0 center more 

t'lil the mourner than on the deceased. The ~ti:.e.!~.!h of earlier prayer 

bo0ks is gene completely; the servlce ends with ~~ al!'!d Kaddish. 

In placing this service at the end 0f the Yorn Kippur eve prayers, 

Wise was uAdC>ul'rtedly 1"borrowin.g" from the Sephard:ic traditi.cm, as did 

the Ham.burg liturgists befi,re him. Tne Sephardim read thei.r memori.al 

list en the eve @f' Yem Kippur. 

MINH.A.G AMERCCA, 1872 

Thia prayer b~@k (daily, :Sabbatlo. am.d F6!stivals) does net 'bear 

Wise I s rum.e. The title page irdica:tes that it, has been "Revised in 

C©nf eremoe. 11 The important ehange for 0ur purp.es es l.ie s in the 9°!,Wr@_i:_ 

bemedicti.011. 

The stamdard version, as om pages 40'"'41, has, f0r the· first time, 

am. altered Hebrew text. The w@rds "'~.! met~!'!'' ha:ve bl.9en elimi

mated. from the body of the text; and the last, tw© sentences n@w read: 

11v • ae I eman a,tah laoh.~!!!l_!~~. It~~ucl? at sh~~~ m '~~E¥.! 

!!!hm~~-.!!!!et:un .... Thou art faithful'1te the living and to the dying. 

Praised be Thou, 0 Gtd, who keepeth alive the soul a of dyi:mg mti1rtala. 11 

But this is n©t tm extent of the •'"alteration." Tl\ the Musa£ 

service f'e:r the Sabbath, which is "i'ntended to be :r.eci ted in the 

English ins·cead of the Hebrew, 11 (page 187), there is an evea mttre. 

re.di.cal departure f:r@m the eriginal. We find 01!l Jl)a.ge l89t 

I 

I 



(Comgregat ion). Thy fai thfulw.ess in life amd death 
i.s oheerft1l hope to U1l ,-:l,.n life and deat,h 0 

(Haian).. Prai.sed be Thou., O G~d, who guidest the 
seul te eternal life. 

8.3 

~lQWly but surely the liturgy was develc,ping towards its preset11t 

forms and ideas. 

OLAT TAMID, 1872 

After three suocessful editians in Hebrew and German, David 

Eiah@rn published an English .. Hebrew edition •f his prayer boc,k in 

1872. This was later to become, with same revisitms., the~~ 

BCl)@k. -
In Einh0m 's vers:i.on @f the Gevurt'rli bemed'i.cti0n we find the ---

s1aurce 0f. our present, reading. It is hi.s ohatimah which is of great ... --~- " 

est impo:rtam.oe / ••Baruch at ah Ad0w.ai, ha:noteah b I tocheau cha.ye olam ... .., 
~-,_,,----~--~ ....... ~~411"" ·~--

Finally the n~tt have been removed alte gether fr@m the benedi.ction. 

Einh0m. has no prefaces f.@r the Kaddi.sh. He provides a special 

pra;rer for the dead cut page 4:5 among the 0 Pra.yers for Special Ca.seat• 

t0 be recited 0m. tm Sabba:th in 00mneetion with the donation of 

"pious gifts f©r the aggmnclizement of our relig:i.ous institutic>'rulltr 

10 
The Kaddish text is almll)s·t, the $rune as in ~:l:n.ha~-~l.!1~-~!;, 

but EiA.horn. 1 s translation is more H.teral. The inmovation to be 

ru:>ted is th at the Mournr..r I s Kaddish is the only version of the Kad-
11 

dish in this prayer beok, all ot,hers having beet'l discarded. This 

practice has beea retained up to the present day in our liturgy. 
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Before discussing the memorial service., we stuould like fa, note 
I 

ene other area o.f the services. We saw that in. the Union Prayer Book ..,....____ ______ _ 
the special prayers f@r Sabbath an.d Festivals sometimes contained 

vague references t0 the tradi.ti.onal idea Cl>f the Sabbath ( or Festival) 

as a foretaste 0f th~ world to eome. As we look through Q~-!~~.2:9--
we can see tha·t these prayers were once m0re definite: 

Amd, whel'il. once @ur day Is work w'lll be all d@J:ll.e, may (we) 
elllter upon thl!l ir1heri·ta1\l.ce of. the eternal Sabbath~ (page 7.) 

Through the darkness of' the t0mb Th0u leadest the r.igh teou:s 
to the enj0yment of an everlasti~g Sabbath, ~f endless 
felicity •••• (page 23.) 

And finally olcHH:1 our earthly career in true ce11ten.tment 
and in the se:ren.e anticipation of heavenly h0lidays, 
full of beatitude and never el'rling.(page 117.) 

Einhorn fellmfed the Gennan millihag, t,o the end that no memorial --
5ervioes are provided for the Festivals. His ncoinmemoration of the 

:Oea.d11 c0mes near the (l)nd of the a.fterRoon. service for Yom Kippur. 

7'he pen.ohan.t for p0etio expression which Eimh0rm possessed. is 

11u'i>where better di.splayed tha1t in. thls service, His desot"lpt:lons of 

life, death/~~ imm0rha1ity are often daz~ling; and he uses several 

pieces which seem t0 have been adapted .fre:tn original Hebrew poems. 

He d(bes not bee01lle involved in phil0sophioal arguments :for imm~r .. 

tal1.ty, as did Wise and hi.s Hmburg predecesaers. Rather he gl!leS 

on, page after :page, in :rapturous affirmation 0:r. the beauties of' the 

ae:x:t life. 

His Gpenin.g pr ayer, 1'We are strangers bef' ore Thee," ha,s been 

reta:lmed (much ... abridged)\ in our current memG:rial sel'vice om pages 

316 ... 317. M0s t of the editing el1.minated ideas already expremsed in 

i 
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the seoticm taken. from Wise, or else summari.zed the rn0re drawn-out 
I 

ideas. But one idea in. particular which has been deleted al-oogether, 

des61:r~0s our attention. Einh0rn. is the 0n...ly prayer bQok ed:ttcir we 

have yet in.vesti.gated.., wh@ aotua1l;r attempted ·t,0 spell out what be 

meant by the "punishment" which was -bl) be given. to th0se who we:re 

not rightecms om this e a.rth. 

He who teil1 only f0r vain. thimgs ••• may d:r.ead tm grave 
1.n wh:lc:h death is to tend him •• ,for tho record of his 
l.if e is ..... an epi ta.th, his rnon:um.emt ..... a rnouw.d of claz 
*. ohis place deniesliim as soon as he is ~iruntt, 
sayi.ng, I have n.e·b seen thee. (wages 270 ... 271.) 

Einhorm c0ntrasts tEi thi.s the fate of the ri.ghteous., w:i.eae life, 

left in the hearts (l)f men., is hi$ ree0rd.; and for whom loved 0nes 

weep at the grave. Ir1 sh(l)l-t, he is saying that, the wicked will 

have RO "earthly" imm~r.•tality, whereas the :righteous will. Thi.El i.s 

a far er·r . from a description 0r Divine ret1·ibution in "'hea;Ven••; bu:t 

it gci,es farther than any previous ( o:r. later) prayer b0@k wcruld ven

ture. Of 001.1:r. se the !acts tf history do nat ve:d.fy Eil'\lh(l)rn ts can .. 

teratfon .... the Pharaoh t :fl, Haman's al'ld Hi t,lerf a hav1.ng been a11 ... te0-

wall remGl!llbered, w}iiile the:tr pioUl!l viet:lms hav·o been fergott~1. 

Yet on a rrwre domestic level there may- be m0re t:N.th t® the id.ea. 

Fol1,0wing Ein.hom ts pat1;,e!'l11, we still :tnelude the tweij.ty ... thi:r.d 
12 

Psalm, as well as the poem, '"O, soul, with srt,(!)rrn,s beset." The 

individual mem®rial prayers are like our present 01110 s., bnt we have 

deleted the p:r.ay-er fer reunion °in. the abode 0f eternal felfo:tty, tt 

as cm t.Hage '2.79. Also gone now are Einh0m 's English prayers based 

on the hashcablllh. and his i.n.olusion, for no apparent reaaem, of El ___ .. ,.,._ ' -
~lE?}L!:~~~ in unpointed Hobrew, w:1.th!Out translation, f~ll~wing 

the Kaddish. 

' ' I' 
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THE UNION PR.A.YER BOOK, PART I, 189 !5 

This is the first of the three ed.it.i0r,is in. which· our prayer 

bG>ok has been published, under the di:reoti.on. ef a oo:mm:l.t.tee of the 

Central 0Ql'l.ferentoe 0f Ame:ricar1 Rabbis~ As we have said., it is based, 

mainly, up~n Einhorn 1s ~_!~. 

Ideas of imm0:rtalit;r are n.ot feund in. over ... abundanoe in. this 

f:i.:rat edition. The Ge~...E..:t. bened:tcti.on was given the Hebrew form 

which it neM has ...... the English d:i.ffers anly slightly. 

Ir! all there are four separate px•efaces to tht, Kaddish :i.n tlrn 

entire volume. Several have been retained ht tho Newly Revi.l!l ed ed:t

tioa, wit.h Ill ®Je changes. We note two interesting fact® here, .fi.rst, 

the large number of different pref:aces found i1;11. thE, present editi<:>n 

we1·e felt unnece.i:!laary im earlier days; second, the prefaces thorn

selves, CQmpared w:i..th pre,dous and later @nes, indicate a growing 

11 shym.ess11 c:,f specific statements about the l'liltura 0f life in "heaven.'' 1 .. 

For example, we might compare the preface l!ln page 49 of the 1895 edi~• 

ti~n with its revised ver.siori c.m page 72 er th.e eur:r.eri.t editiC'>n. 

1895: 011l;r the body has died and has been lai.d in the 
dust.. The spirit lives and will live en forever in th~ 
land l!!>f. undistu:rbed peace am per.feet happiness~ 

1940t On.1:, the oody-0 ♦ •• the spirl.t, lives :h1 the shelter 
of Goo's lave and mercy. 

Ol" c~mpare the •ld vers:l.on c,r1 page 105 with its revis1.on ©n 

page 1$1. 

1895: Though vanished f:rom bodily s:tght, they have not 
ceased to be, and it is well with them; thE)Y dwell in 
safety w.l.th the f)Verlast,ing Spirit,. 

19h0 r Thay· have mot ceased to be, ·they abide in the 
shadow of the Most High. 

We d0 not as yet fiBd the ideaa of "earthly" immorta11..ty which 

are so abundant in the Newly Revi.sed ed:i.tion. 
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13 
The Kaddish 1.tsel.f is the same as Eiahom I e; but the trams-

ml 
lation is really an. interpretation. J.0 an even greater extent than 

dees the Newly Revised versiom, tl~ first edition makes every para

graph of tho ""t:ranslati©ri.tt refer im some way t4> death, evem. if 

obliquely. (As for example, H:Blessed be the Lord ef life and right .. 

e~ms Judge' for everm0ret1 on page ,o.} 

'!'HE UNION PRAY:&'R BOOK, PART It, 1894 

In this High H0lyday prayer oo"k there is @nly one versi.on ef 

the preface to the Kaddish. It is the same as that f'ound on page ~-9 

of the Sabbath pr.ayer book. 

There is one meditati.on Qt'l immortality in the afternoon servfoe 

f@r Yem Kippur (page 208) which was retained :ln the Revised edition, 

but net i.n the Newly Revised. No doubt both the descr:lpt::l.c,n of heav ... 

eml;r bli.:ss an.d. the mgelolegy made it umfit f<1>r mi.d ... twenti.eth century 

worshipiers. 

Thi.s is the purpose of my prayers •••• o gran.t when the 
soul shall. leave its earthly- na'bi.tation, even though 
it des1:-,rve am. dare claim mo reward, it may ·t:rust tha·t 
i.t, has been. c].eansed of all f,11.dlt, a.nd may hasten to 
Thee, free and glad and pure. Then let 'fhiu.e angels ot: 
peace recei.ve it, singing in joyful chorus. Peace be 
Thy c0ming. There may it fhd its habi.tation in the 
blissful light @f the spi:M. tual world ar:d i.ts portion 
illl unmeasured eterni.ty and une11dil:'l.g happi:n~3SS. 

The memorial se1-vice is basically the same as the one we have 

t@day, the major difference being the section cm the martyi·s,. which 

the lB94 ed.1 tion. dc,es not have. However, we can see here thu same 

tl"end as we found in our compa1~1.scm 0f Kaddish in.troducti.ons. 1'"01· 

example, let us compare the prayer 110 10:r.d., Geel of the spi.ri ts c,f 
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all flesh" (taken from Wise) b. i.ts earlier and later versi<ms. 
I 

(Page 294 in the 0ld, page 309 in the t\Erw.) 

1894: Thou hast hallowed this day as a Sabbath of the 
S{:)Ul, so that disengaged fr0111 worldly thoughts ..an.d i.rt•• 
ta1•ests, we may rise t€> thoughts of eternal life, and 
ta.ate 0f the blie: s which awaits the sanctifi.ed and the 
pure. 

194.5': On this Sabbath of the soul, we seek the strength 
which eone s :tram the contempla t,ion 0f Thine abi.di.ri.g love. 

And again on pa.gee 296 and 311, respectively, where the early 

ed1.t,ien retains a go®d deal of Ei.:nhorn I s idea ef the ttpu.niShment 11 

in stQre fer the wicked, the Newly Revised prayer tells us merely 

that ttwh.en we become servants of Thy Law •••• then indeed do we endow 

our fleet.mg days with ab:i.di.ng value •19 

The maj 01♦ difference., them, between the fi:rst edi ti om @f tho 

Uni()t'i Prayer Bocok and the Ne-wly Revised editlon, is not ol'l.e of form, 
~-"' ◄ '" ~--....,...-

but rather of content, emphasis and abtuidanca. Th@ editers cf the 

first~ P,!_ay_!;lr ~ did. m>t find it necessacy- tcr, speak at length 

on "heavenly" immo:r.tality; but, tl:fQylwere n0t unwilling to sa:y soroothln.g 

~- it when necessary. The idea of nearthly'* imm0rtality was 

s.eld0m to be found. at allo 

THE UNION PH.AYER BOOK,PART I, REVISim., 1918 

THE UNION ffiAYER BOOK, PA.RT II, REVISED, 1922 

There are no appreciable dH'ferences, with regard te our subject, 

between tb~ first at'l.d the rev1 .. s®d edi ti.ons of the prayer book. The 

tw0 memc:iri.al services d.iff.er 0nly sl.i.ghtly., and the· n!~W materia.l has 

been amply discussed in chapter tw0. 

' 
I', i 

I' 
II', 

I 



CHAPTER V 

EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION 

89 

All thr0ugh this· thee::i.s., in. the pr(!loess 0f deserib1.ng an.d 

analyzing the material, we have given eur evaluation 0f vari@ua 

specific ideas arid prayers. What remai.na .for us is te cmtlfo.e, iliJ. 

general, Ot'll'.' @veral.l views on the ideas of. imm.0rtality in Americat'l 

Reform ritual, and to 0f .fer our suggestions f!llr :p0ss1 .. ble future w0rk. 

We have been using the term "ideas11 wtrere one· might have ex ... 

pected the tenn 11 deot.rin.es.n Our tennin0l0gy- 1.s, in itself', a kind 

of evaluation. For 11deotrlne11 oQn.n.eites an idea or a:rtiele 0:f faith 

which has beo0me firm, set, 1t0fficis.l 11 im some way~ An 11id.ea," on 

the et)ter hand, is seme·thing n@t quite so authoritative ,.._ perhaps 

m@rID tel'J.tati ve, mG:r:•e suggestive than. directive. It is @ur cen.ten

ticm that the term. "ideas" is tm m®ra ad<:n1rate means of deser:!..bing 

(and evaluating) the various way's in. ·which immortality is spoken 

ab()ut in wr liturgy ..... parti.cula.rly in the Un.ion Prayer Be0ks. 
-....--~ ~ 

For the early German and Ameri.oan. Re.form 1:i .. turgists, immor ... 

tslity was a 1tdoctrine11 wbidt they enunci.ated at great length and 

with great fervor. But, we have seen. that w1.th the passag«:r'of time 

and the pr•Gduoti.on 0f new prayer books, what had been so cert.a.in, 

so streng, so :reassurlng, became but a :mere shad0w of its f0:rmer 

self. S@ that now we ha.ve wha.t are really mere iMi.deas"t sanetinws 

too same, sometimes contradic't(!)ry, seldom very definite. 

We sped<: <!>f tm 'lflsou1 11 retur"1ing to Goo; but wit,h all the 

verbiage spent €ilia the st1bject, nowhere is there an. attempt made t® 

J 
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spell out (everl ae a suggestior1) just w:hat is the s@ul. Actually· 
I 

there seems to be a. tendency to shy away fr0m the idea of the immor-

tality 0f the s0ul; an.d we find an in.creasing number of Kaddish pre ... 

faces which speak 0f a 11 eesmio" sort 0f imrne:rtaltty~ F0r some this 

idea 0f general absorption back inte the etemal matter (!Jf the uni ... 

verse may be su:ttable. But, it can hardly be expected to b:r.ing com ... 

f (l)rt and s ati.sfact:1.on. ti!} these people wh. 0 are c 0nc e:rned f oo:- the i.mmor .. 

tality ®f their oonsoi®us seJ.ves. 

The ideas of imm@:i:·tality ia t0day's liturgy have little to do 

with'h concerns we sp~ke about in the int r0ducte:ry pages. In 

Kaddish prefaces and manll>rlal services there is an almost studied 

aveidance (!)f any selid idea ef the ind.ivi.dual somehow f'indiag ful ... 

f':i.llment, ctmpleti©n, perf'ect1.on of' hi.s earthly stri.vings i.R. a future 

life. The Ytl>m Kippur liturgy may hin,t that there is Et cormecti.on be ... 

tween immortality and the ultimate w@rth and :purposef'ulness of human 

life; yet n@where is the conneetioi:t spelled out in. even sp:,culative 

terms. It wculd seem that t,hn,se men who edit ·the prayer books do not 

have str1J>l'llg convicti(rns abeut immortality, and are somehcm um-willing 

tE.t share evea their ~ fer a future life with their 00ngregants. 

With every edition. @f the Union. Prayer Boek have come more 
~-~ ....... ---.... 

references t@ what we have called "earthly" immertality. We are 

assured that @ur departed new (tr we 0urselves iwi. the future) will 

"liven on in memory, or in the go@d deeds pe:rfonned on eartlir, or 

thr©ugh ideals whi.ch continue to inspi.re ·those who remai.n.. Now this 

kind of idea is not untrue, and may, indeed, brj_ng 00r~siderable c0m

f'11rt. But this is not really 11 immorta1.ity11 in the deepe1• sense of 

I'., 
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the word. ttLivett is only a poetic WitJrd in this useage. 'rhere :ls 
I 

ri.ething here which gives hope t© cme whooe real desire is for s©me 

pa.rt of himself t@ exist self-c0nsciously beyond the confines of 
____.. .. -~ .... .,_ -

what appears t0 be 11mortal" life. 

Then, too, the whele prQbl.em 0f reward and pu.nisllnent., of 

ultimate retribution f@:r the injustices and ·unrewarded sufferings 

of life .,._ thi.s prci,blem is alm@st totally ignored. The ean.y reform

ers were reluctant to spell out the fate of the unrepentant sinner; 

but at least they gave ample assurances that those who sought right

eeusness nhere" would reap their reward ef eternal bliss ttthere. 11 

The :present prayer b@0ks wi.11 seldom gra.mt even that satisfaoti.cm., 

Of ceurse, i.n all fairness, it should be p<ll1.nted out that there 

are men h1 the Ref©:rni. rabbinate whQse theologi.cal views would pre•• 
'' 

elude such ideas. Rabbi Jerome Mali.no., for example, must have voi.ced 

the feelimgs of a number of his colleagues when he said., in. his Coa

ference lecture: 

The premise of redress, in the world t@ eoroo, for the 
injustic~ @f life is the pie in. the sky fo1• which our 
generation is likely· to have t00 little appf.itite. Ir 
the concept af divine justice is t@ have :m.eanfog it · 
will have te be underst00d in the light of a man f s ex ... 
perience en earth. It will have to be consistent with 
what he knows of hi.story and of the w0rld in which he 
lives and will have t0 pass the test of thoo e rational 
cri ter:ia that he is aceuswme,d to apply t<i> the n.on ... 
religfous d@mains o.f hb thought and ·experience. l 

But granting, for the moment, Ma.lino's pl'emise, we can see 

noth:i.ng in the 1i tu:r.gy of the Reform Movement whi.oh · attempts to d@ 

someth:lhg c0nstructively· in accordance w1.th th1.a idea.. The pr(l)blem 

is only !!!!.~~d., wh.1.ch may, in the end., be of greater disservice t0 

many comg:regants than if at least the ideas of the ea:dy liturgists 
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had beem retained with some ccms1:stent patte:me Stern has p@imted 

out: 

The rev:i.sers ha:ve n@t foll0Wed through in thei.r exo1.si.on. 
af passages which make retribution i.n the next life an 
lnduoement t@ righteousness in this life. If they are 
convinced tf too ir stand, let them be consistent.. 2 

What we would hepe fer in the next revi.sien @f the pr ayer 

book wcrnld be seme evidence that the edit0rs had. :really 0001e t0 

grips with the problem and that their C(l)ll.Viotions had been ccrnsist ... 

ently expressed in the liturgy. 

Perhaps the ml!!lst disconcerti.ng .facter which we find :l:n the 

prayer b0$k t0day is the "middle of the read" attitude wh1.ch the 

material dealing with immortality seems to display. It sometimes 

seems as :Ii' the committee had dectdedt let us try te please every ... 

9~. F@r those wh@ don't believe in im!lividual imm0rtality, we in.,. 

elude ideas (l)f nearthly1111 or 11 c0smic 1m immortality; and .f@r those whG 

are m0 re 11 (1)1d fashiizm.ed" we 111 !re ep a few phrases like "the soul 

returns tG God who gave it," which is vague enough te be taken am.y 

way the worshi.per wants t0 understand it. Il!l this way., no one will 

be offended,; and the Reform :ritual can pr©vide s0mething for every

body. 

It may well be that a ·1•perfect 11 solution to this pNblem will 

lllever be found as long as our prayer books are the product of com .. 

mittee effort. However, after a careful analysts 0f the present 

treatment, of immertality, we feel justified in suggesti.ng that a 

grea.t deal :remalns to be done, even tmd.er the present oonditions. 

But it is n@t in ideas al0ne that the prewent lit.urgy 11mis ses 

the mark. 0 To@ c,fter:t the farm in wh:i.ch the ideas are cast, :Ls life .. 
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less, unable (or unwilling) t0 stir the hearts of those who worship. 
I 

We can ow.J.y echo the pl.ea of Rabbi Alan Green, before the Conference 

in 19lt.8: 

Where is the prayer that opens the fle>ed ... gates Qf our 
feel:tngs, and then charts the coureie for thEin t0 subside 
and resume their aomal channels? I know of none. 
S1.Jrely· noti 'In the fullne$s e.f time we shall kn<iM 
why we are tr:ted. 1 We do l'l(;ff. believe that. Someone 
has yet to articulate ·the mingled moods 0f this moment., •• 3 

We would conclude, albeit unhappily, that in b0th the ideas 

of immortality am. the ma:nner in which they are expressed, the present 

ritual falls far short of se:rvimg the emotional and spi.:r:i.tual needs 

@f our cong reg ants. Words have been piled upon words in an ef.fo:rt 

t(!) provi.de interest am variety; but the result has been, we feel, 

that the prayer books s~y more and more abeut less and less. 

I.f tm Reform Movement is to remain true to its ox•iginal spirit 

of change, innovati.on, re ... evaluation, · and its w:1.llingness to experi ... 

ment wi~1.mew t1uths, new medes of' expression, then let this spirit 

and openness be mm.if est i.n a 1tew liturgical approach to immortality. 

Let there be a wedding of philosophical and thell)logical honesty with 

a. keen awareness of the spiri.tual needs of the people, that once agai.n 

the petple mey· find. true inspi.ratlon and ccmfort in their w@rds and 

waye <llf' w0rshi.p. 



94 

APPENDIX A 

The Boc:,k 0-t_~~~e~ . ..!t:l;d Ox:~e r _ of __ ~_!,_z::!.i~~- AE~cerd~_!!fL!..~1:~ 

0:t_~_?-Sh ~.!Ji'_?rtUf2?:ElH ~.!!_· 

Volume I 

HASHCABAH FOR MEN: pp. 200--201 

ona•~ ij1pD nr,1, ,-~~n 1,~D nD,nn1 
olU"ll:}.i"d 11'1'1> t'i'i\U 

1aa ,aa ,~ ~•n,n~ n~im ,, •• ,,, na~i ,w~ 12,G ~, H~ 
,~,,, 011,un, ,~rn,~ ~ii Q,a ~i~, ,~~n,~ ,,~n ,,, nn .a,• 

o~p•n 1'3,P ~MJI ,in•I Jw,n 

,~~ ,2, ,,~ o,,~,n 01'~ nt~n ~,~, ,~,~ J~WD ~- ~I~ 
,,~,• @D~~"-~~ n, ,~ ,,,~w ,~n,~~ n~, ,~,• ~•~~•n na ,,aw1 

o0n1~~-~ ~, 133,, 0,11~1 ~9,•Dn 
-,,, n,,~~ ~3,~~n ~ml~ nnn ~a,•~, nit~,2 n31,i ~nl3D n,1~, ij~~i, ,,~n, ,o•~•nvu, cv,,a~ ,~,,~ ,n,~ ~,,,ijul ij•& ,n,,,~ ,~,• ~im~» ,na~)n1 n~nn, vw~ n~~~~, ,wm npn,~, D'~w• 

~•n ~mi n~~w•, ns~n~, n3D ann nw M~B a~,,~ ••n~ •~a Rp~n, 
i ~,.n tu:i/n, ill ibi)ril'1 : ,.'f''i'J i .,_:,. u 11rr, ::1 li . ~.., rn i ( ~ 3 ·e ,,n~) :urm 

8U1'1'b '\l'O>a.li1'1!l ij'!.l:)1'2Ui '11:3~~ ,,,2,'il olfli"'i\~'0 ~•&3W' ,.,~l:'} rrin~it n•~p•'~:'l 
·,s~ ~~,~n~• ,~~TI,~ 0~~~Dn '~~- ,~~ o,~~1 ~,IDN'I 61011 1•~1 
~~~ ,~m•n TP~-,~~tn~ ,,~~, •v ~,J~ n,,n~ ~,~n• ,na~, 1•nJ~ 
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APPENDIX B 

B k 1819 The Ham b~.,J .. _l~:r~~.!--2.!....!..___ w..- ,IWf • ,..,_ .. ._ 

out the Hamburg Prayer i»H nrn PREFACE used th i~ugh MOURNER'S KADDIP ~~ J 

t]i~,~.,~ ta~!) "!t>»-» ,·unuu, tt:m o~i,i, p81n tH1'1 ~'Ii ~W"'atr,<J, \l:, 
:f • 'I 'llU • ~ l'I l "I IIIU lli»n 11 "I 1 n:i l ~ lll'II •::, • in • f '111 111'1.. 11 'n jl ~ 

1na:m:i m,~l!i "ll:llt 1•~1ti .ahn1 J!l :nw ur.i, 'lt111n :uu n111:i l>-1:i 
~ 311 • 1 l'lll 'Ill 11, 1 n 'I u,~ o \'r'nll ,n •JO tl 'llll'I g, • 1 lUD 7 ll!n:J 11111 :i ,,, 

ofit:! 'I CV
9

.t)J~ 8:Jf)p ~~;g ~tl? !.'il'1~W> 1111.> J"n tl!l*UJ ,~Jtt/' .. ,r_,, 

mtrm;, ~ll'11 1ra·•m~ "e'tt11 n·rn, 
9
~;,i, n•.:~1, w,-ps,..,, t,,r.lnl/il 
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~JDI l~DB1 ~t,p l•r~I ~~~Pl 
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11n11:i.w11 1m,•w1 ~n:i,:a ~:, J II o l?'l • inn , • -a~ m,rnp'I 1111111 ~•Ill•~ 1 

~ i' i,1f{; 'y '1t/if &tl)\;Y/~ f 41'ii~~, £{;.l,tJ,JJ):f,')l'•i/:· · 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR YOM KIPPURt pp. 279 ... 288 

.9.E.!!~!!:L!'!.¥.e~:r: (pp. 279-281) 
I 

Great Spirit., wh0se ways art beyond searchi.ng eutl Ruler 
0ve:r• life and death! Th0u didst call fort,h the infinite universe 
0ut ef nothi.ng. 'rhim.e almigh.ty word died);;!: adern. it with magnifi .. 
een.oe arid beauty. Thy breath d:ldr'h brea:the f0rth living creatures 
of i.n.numerable aspect; and above all, man towers supreme. Him Thou 
hast created in Thine image aad hast gifted him with pll)Wer to have 
command over the work @f' Thy hands. Thau didst kindle within him 
the divine spark 0f reason, so that he might redognize Thy might and 

greatl!less ill all o:reation. Yet in Thy wise providence it mitrh 
pleased Thee te apportion t0 all Thy creatures a finite time. And 
so Th0u didst set a limit for man, t00. Frem the moment of his 
birth he walks tewa:rds death; amd as plant and worm fade awt!Jy, so, 
also, mata fades int(!) ,.._ the grave. Bu.t Tlrum, Almighty, hast not 
created Thy· works in @rd.er t0 give them 0ver to destruction. No
thing is destroyed. Nothing will be l~st wh1.ch wast creat.ed by 
Thy creati.ve han.d. Everjthi.ng dies in order to be newly .to rmed:. 
not a mote 0! duet will lese its being, since Thy creative breath 
hath formed it" How, then, shmuld man., the master work of all 
creatures, be aamihilated through death? How wouldst Thou., who 11mly 
createst, and d.estr0yest nothing, destroy the spirit whi.oh 11.ves 

in him, wh:i..ch is apart of Thine own being? No J Thou liftest up 
the spi.:rit to Thee, arrl only the fragi.le shell which ocntai.ned Goo's 
spark., only the body, which is mortal, rests in the lap of the earth, 
will turn into dust out of whioh it wai created. There rests the 
entire pre .. world, from th9 begi.nning of 1Creati.on. There, too, rest, 
the members af' eur family and our .friemds, our parents and :relati.ves; 
but only their bodies rest in the grave. Their spirit stands before 
G(l)d. the Almighty; and sc sh.all we, t@ll>; when our final h0ur C(!)mes te 

:reran.i.te us with those beloved ones who were our leaders and our 
friends. 

Threugh death a purer and bett,er life begi.ns' for us in the 
,l:>lissful abQdes of peace. Nai 00ve:r of earth limits the pure spi.rit. 
There wi.11 appear tarus in illuminated el.arity whi.rt; on earth seemed 
t(I) us dark a rrl incomprehensible. Wih.a:t; need we fear fr<l)m death? 
Si.nee i.t leads us tel> a better life; and while we leave our earthly 
bE>.longi.ngs on. earth, there, ever .. valuable treasures. await us. Only 
the ~on-believer trembles before death, and enly he who dreams away 
his earthly earea:r in thought,less., animal-like lust, he who in the 
di.sposi tions 0f thi.s earth dees not recognize Thy Fatherly hand, 
who will not wc,rship Thee, O G0d. The .fai.thful G(')d-loving soul which 
1.s a:nima-t.ed by feel1.ngs of Thy presence, sees Thee, O God, in aU, 
ad111i.ref!l Thee in all Thy wm'ks. :So, toa, may death hold no te:rr0r 
far us if our heart knews itself free fr©m all reproaches amd if 
we recogni.ze in death., to(I, a wise dispensation of' prov·idence fron 
the Almighty-. Death is a gate which leads from darkness int0 put•e 

-- - ~--
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light, where a new sun w:1.11 shine for us and will shine for us upon. 
the wre>n.g ways of earthly 1:i.f'e, where ;the soul, saturated by pure 
joy, will cast its glance into eternity, and nll acknowledge more 
deeply arrl more ardently the perfection of the Eternal, am in the 
choir 0f sp'iri ts 'rhy p:ratse proolalm, ah Thou Unsearchable] 

Almighty God, Lord ef a.11 souls an:d ©f all flesh, let us look 
towards the hour of our depart,u:re with quietness and sereni.ty-. And 
when 1rhou dost call us from this life, so let us, too, sha:i:•e the 
bliss wh:Lch Thou hast :pr@vided for the righteous. Accept us alse 
in the shadow of Thy wi.ngs, for the source o.f life 1.s with Thee; 
Thou art the fountain of life, i.n Thy light; do we see light. 

Adon.ai mah adam, (p. 281) 

The Ge1"'!l'lart text is a strai.ghtf.orward translati0n.. 

Of thee, oh my beloved fat,her (my belli'!lved mother), I th:htk in 
this solemn hour, and of the love, care and fidel'ity with which thou. 
didst guide me as long as thou wast around me on earth. Thou didst 
depart fr0m me an:l leave lllf) behi.nd; but I remanber the teach:tngs 
which thou gavest me and my- he art is deeply touched and beats loudly 
and warmly tewards ~hine immortal spirit, which dwells high up with 
its heavenly li'ather. · Oh may the ,A\lmighty have accepted thy soul int® 
H'is Fatherly protection, Ul'lited with those who live .forever and bask 
in the gl@ry @f the Divine greatmess and majesty, in which thou 
mightest hover around me until my spirit, too, will assoc'iate with 
thine arrl in the kingdom of purest light will meet those who wm1dere9-
virtuously on this earth and were so dear and beloved to me. And 
Them., 0 Heavenly Fat:taer, think of the pious gi.:f.'t which I vow to the 
bem.efit (!)f this house and devete ·t;o tm dear memory o.r the departed. 
Oh that the willing saori.fi.oes 0:f my mouth be acceptable unt,o Thee. 

For Departed Relat:tves: (p~ 283) --~~ ..... -------
I think of thee, my beloved br~ther ••• of thy fatthful love, of 

thy warm .friendship whi.ch made my heart so happy an this earth. I 
think with sorrow an.d emotion: ah, it has vanished, the heart wh:i.ch 
they gave me J it is shattered and beoa.-ne dust! But the spirit which 
gave life and l()ve to this heart lives. Oh, that, purl.tied and pi0us, 
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this spirit may be accepted by the Heavenly Father above in a 
fahherly way, an.d may it wander in the kingd(J)m of pu:r.est light, 
ever more blissful and ever hovering a~aun.d those who are left 
here behind, and will g0 ho.me soon er late t@ ·the Father according 
tG> the will of the Most High. And Thou, 0 Heavenly Father, accept 
favorably this piolllB d<1m.ati on which I dedicate f0r the benefit of 
this house i11 dearest memory of the departed. 

M8JL!2..Y.. ... tuv_!..£_9:~ (pp. 283 ... 284) 
t;a;;,1. ~,~\a ,~ &Jttnn"I n'lim ''l''tit•i'bi, hU!!l~ '1wtit ··e!l'lti !!"'II mi 

y1,,,, oll~cn~ ,~ma~ ~3~ w,m ~3~1 a•n~R ,,~ij ,p~ n~ a~~• 
~i>.W 13:l"fll "'i1:l!'.l~ t)'ll"i'l)t)i'j u·~~o/J e.it:Jt\"@fil ~ri)a~i;rt ~lh'u:il'Zl ''~fs<&:,i i'l27"JID .•; · 

o Fl n 1 !\ :;)fr7.~ 
~§1~~-~r ha ch en : ( p • 2 84 ) 

~m,~n ~~n, 1nn ,pw n~~n ~~~ ~~~ ~~~~ 
o~,nnn ~tff ~~ n~i• nwm onJ,~n p•D• ij,~, 

n~~~ ~~1~ n~ 1Jn ~,m 1~0~ ijW ~,~ 
oll89WJZ> 0-.,"'ifto:2 tl"i'l"ifl"ll'S o 'i'1"Jl"1H'i tJ"i'\t~ U"UU'I eJ'allY't 

M.!..m.l2,gah_.n_!_9JlQ_rui.h: (pp. 284-285) 
a•,,~~, ~•~1,p n~,n~ nJ•~•~ ~m3~ nnn ~J,,i hn1an 

3i't,~ 11::i '1fnn »wm np rrnn a• u"'~ n-,m,, 12" ,~ n·ui, o 'i)•,'ltm1J ,,p,i1 ,11 ·n·::i . 
mu, tliJJ m:an a,,vn 'H1 n'I :a.·n, p~n, n3r'~ i=>'Bw 'ti:U11l?.l !U'l>~tat ,1~im1 

1 ~,~n own ~~3 n~~w~, nl~ 
(Here the page divides for masculine and feminine versions.) 

ol"f1 ,,.~ 'Un~.ua ~~ 'iH"~ -e'l)~l.?'1 ll)t1tuw ("&~'tJ',im} •w;i:iJn 
"U1'i1'11t)'r> (i:Jt,'19',J) 'ilt'1J ~"UH'l'-'l inn" <afbr,~'"i!l f.t'i,:J"J~n "':3~n.» ,~r.M 
;n',"fl 1•,:t~n:1 ip:1t,1 ~t tlJ'U:& ,,n,ri•, .it;mi 'lru,~, 1tl'i!:J::l ~~?::t (&1"'i~m.,'/I) 

at!\, "1 'U)tii:) u i 'l;i\11 n..., n 'b ( a~ :,~;n) , :1 :)iP~ ~~ -a o an ;,11~·• ( l.'ln 11, 'Jt-t) ·a <W ~1ii 
11;:>:g 11;~,0, t:l.:> ,w 'I :>'ll (en) m ue 11 n '© :;)!.l'l "f~ 'iH'i trn 'lJ!j :;wa, a,, u-n J \l' t'3 <a~,w 

o1~• ~Dg31 y11, •n~ 1~1 ~(~~mp) 

}1g_l Yigra_~J: ( p. 286) 
r3,piiaeg3 rt~:> ,~,, 0 ··unuw Wt!\t·, r&':r '®~? 1;1 1,1~ni rml!.; gp'D ~,~_,w,, ';:, 
~ ,,~~,~~ n,~ nna n0,, n,,na ,,ovw ~D .,.. oT~~ ,.,., ij~,,, 

•u,~:}Vi:1- n~'1w -,2a~ ,'l)~J'II ,)r;i~•o;v:~ ·p:i ~1•,1t2 m:'i:O\ .. 1~m:n !'\'l\t~ t.1'!11:i ~•'s2. 
'11311~'8 ;-&!,'f'U1 fi"'t'UI "t'&r.t"; o'il'1'11tJ 13'~';jt~ l'l'iitlo'i D'B~'ll :A'0t:, fMl\~iQI tiW ii'll-W 

o"'~'> ,,ny,') !:J4l.1f,,'il 'Jw c»i:Jw ll"i~ J,."ll t&:A~fl ~~W "i~ 

~~~h: (pp. 287-288) 
m~aitf·i?'© J{i&,t;y ~n•m';P 'V"ilfilli' v:i'Hl"f vi~~"·ij tP1JE1 w·sfKu';)'il ~'"\i[i\X~'J 
%it~"il'{:i'•1 ,ti\':J. ~:>·i 'fl'llti:;\ 'B i •~:,)lliUl'a'b!l,'i) ¥ 1::i'ii',lV'i!'A l'o':-'K'l"ii~:i'•;1i:xi ·u~\1i;1'1,I/) 

oJDR l~Dm1 ~•~p !bl~1 
9 ~'l,tU,) 
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ij~pn•1 ,,nn,, 1w1nt1 g~,~~•, un1n•1 n3nw11 ,,~n• 
Rnn~wn mn,•w, •n~,~ ~, 1a •~,~ aB,n ,~,~ mw,1p, nnw ~~~n•, 

•JDR l~D~J RD~PA ,,,aw, Rnana, 

11 ,1 •~~~ ID ,min~, i~ ~~ ~,, a,,,1 ~,, ~.,., ~, 
1na, i~~• 1,n~ ~~~ ~,~,n, "~, mD~w 1,n~ B3~ •~~1, n•n1,,~ 

ol~m ,,~~, ~,,m, ••nw n,,~~ c,p 11 •an,, a,an, 
)~,~~-~~-~,, 13~~~ A~~~M 

ii ..., ... ow tJ1l'IIJn 1'11~~1~ ~i~.,_a ~~~w am~ 

111 f k3tt ,,~if( 'iJ 

The Ger.man texts whioh a.ccempa.ny these prayers· are straight ... 

forward trams. a .l.ilns "'"' IJ.lil 1 t:i •"w:o.d .1.1,,,ei. J:• inclusion here would serve m0 sch@larly 

purp@se. 
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APPENDIX C 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR IOM KIPPURt pp. 306w3l6 

Openi~g prayer: (pp. 306-310) 

100 

The day, that we humbly dev0te t• the examining of wr life, 
at which we :recogn.iie., ashamed, that distant as is the earth fr«>m 
hern.ven are our th0u.ghts and deeds frem God--pleasimg thcmgh·ts and 
deeds. The day 0n which we make the humiliating confession ihat 
we have severely sinned before God., E1t1d dom what i.s evil itt His 
eyes; this da;y demands that we regard the picture 0f our sinful~ess 
as well as that of our frailty. Oh:, not er,.ly the sky 1.n lts spleTI.dGir 
and moon and stars which Gcxi hath f(l)unded oall to us, What is man ...... 
hew small bef0re such greatness, how l0W before such height! No, . 
every leaf falling from the tree, every fl0wer whithering, every 
drop falling ...... everything, everything preaches to us thi.s tea.ohir1g, 
and raninds us of the shortness, of the speed, of the end of human 
life. Everything p:reachel!l te us the saddening truth: Our life is 
like a. fragile p0tsherd, like ia vanishing shade, like a fleeitig 
dream. Yet more powerfully, more vit,ally and more painfully dQes 
life itself preach t0 -us ·this truth. When. we in suoh a. solemn hour, 
remembering ©Ul" frailty, glance beyond. our own house, our owt1. fandly, 
up0n nearer and· fmibh:er circles, aro.d today ceumt their heads, seek 
all members wh@ until recently sto®d wi.thin. the circles, .. .,. ©b, what 
blank spaces we observe in them. Here reJ.igi0n mourns the loss i;,f 
a dear teacher, the wisdom CJ>f a worthy disciple, here p0ve:r.'t,y weeps 
for its helper, a oongregati.on f0r its leader, a house fer its 
father, the l0nely orphan ftH• the mother, parents f@r the darlings 
of' their hea1•·l:.s., sisters and br0thers me>urn for the bNther, 1:he 
sister, and the fr;l.end .for 'the friend of his soul. No, there is no 
bond that has not been loosened here 0r there, n~ relatiomship that 
is no·t touched by the hand of death. .d!t'ld only a little while - and 
th@se who sorrow are euinnicmed, an.d those in grief .are grieved for. 
And oo.:r mouth keeps silent, our eye i.s clll>s ed, our heart stands 
still, and dust covers us and earth embraces us • We all are pe1'1.sh ... 
able, we all are but st:rat'lgers 01i ea1 .. th, we are all destined for 
death, we all are soon a. prey of dea:bh. 

Indeed? Is this the goal and the purpose d' the creature wha 
is able t@ conceive of h:i.s C1•eat0r and believe i:n him? And the dark 
walls of the grave er:iclt!>se the bei.:ng which measures out the earth, 
strides over the seas? .And a pl"ey of we, :nns the maa who leoks up to 
heaven, glances at the su1'l? No ...... my spi.rit, breath of God in 'W'3 l 
You wlll not di.e, yQu will liveJ not be enclosed by the grave, but 
enter through the gate of the grave t0 life, thr©ugh the night of 
death to light; you w:Ul not perish, but :raise yourself to your Goo., 
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an.d step be.fare your Creator am worship Him wham we prai..se here on 
earth, 8.f whom we call in. deep reverence: Holy, Holy·, Holy is God 1 
Lerd o:r HCi>ets, and. the whole earth is I full of His glory. 

We will not die: ..... we wj_ll livel. We want to live, toga t0 
Thee, O God, to r~a:l;t W'i:th Thee,· a :F'ather, to dwell in Thine eter
nal sanctuary, 0 Oreat@rl JAs ·bhe haa.l'.'t panteth for the wa.ter-spring, 
thus my soul thirsts fer Theel And th~~, Thyself, 0 S0urce of go0d
n.ess, hast planted in 11>ur heart this lo~ing far survival, far am. 
eternal. life. Thou didst teach us t0 look to Thee, t(l) hope f 0r Thee, 
not only on earth, but beyond.. And 1rhou. a.i~t the one who takest away 

fran us, oallest from here those wh@m we leve, to 'Wh<Dm we a re at ... 
taclled. Thou art the 0ne who lets not beeome cold 0ur love f0r 
them, lets ~@t extinguish our mem~ry in us, lets not die 0ur wish 
and ou~ h0pe t0 see them again. Thou d©rnt not take them away fr0m 
ue in order te destr0y them. Thou callest them, and wi.th 'I'hee arid 
be.fore Thee there is n.a death. Th©U teaehest u.,s t@ love our dear 
ones, and dost ·not 1 eave ottr. lwe and our loved ones te · the grave. · 
Th@ugh nesh amd heart pe:rbh ..... '.Ith0u a.rt and remaineerl; our ptrtion, 
and we and (!)U:t' souls a.nd. the s8Uls o.f all men remain with Thee for ... 
ever. We recognize Thy g0odness, O Ged, wh.ieh e\\dureth f(J)rever; an.d 
therefore we kn0w an.d believe: we shall nl?lt, die,, not be given ove1" 
unto death, but we shall li.ve! ·- · 

We carrnot end in death, not oease t$ exist with death; for we 
are Thy work, and Thy we:rk is the strength whfoh Thou hast given us, 
and frem Thee is the Hul, whioh Th.0u. hast breathed into us. But 
this, Thy work, dees no·t. fulfill its·destiriy here on eart,h. · But this 
strength, capable of infinite improvem.emt, here on ear.th 119var reaches 
it. But our soul feels, beUeves, what on earth lt wtll never know 
am.d eern. And should it be posSible that with t1:@'rtlh:read ti>f eur. life 
,there al s© tear the p'1lifer.s of spirit and 6Hntl? Would God Is image be 
destr0yed and eliminated? Goo 1 a breath die in. me? , The soul, in:tw 
which G0d impressed the seal ef His perfection, the nature of im
fin1.ty, should end in imperfecticm, a.s it leaves us and the bcody and 
life, amd never reach its dest:t:ay, which G0d, Goo's wisdom, has 
dete:rmine<i for it,, mi.ss it forever? "No, Exalted., Thou. a.rl wise., and 
in wisdom Thou hast formed um, t0t,, and what Th~u dete:r:rninest, that 
remains, and what Thou desirest, comes ta pa.ssJ and Thou. willest 
that we remain f'orevero Tl1erefore we shall n@t die, but live ...... 
live even after death. 

An.d '11h.y j11stioe pr,clain~ to us the happy belief in ou1• mdur
ing exbtenceo Fer how 0ften the godless prospers on ear.th, in en ... 
jt,yn1ent and gladness, whereas the' :righteous experl enoES life' e bit .. 
tern.ass. How often rejoices he wl10 ·tree:rp,assee Thy commandments; 
while he is severely laden who h0lds :fast to Thy we rd.. H~1 0:ften 
:rejoices he who olo :res his ea:r te the peti.ti@n of the poor, and hi.s 
eye t0 the ·hears ef the lonely; wheream he starves and hungers whose 
heart is ri.oh · itll mildness and pi.ety. Now the r1.ghteoue at'ld the god .... 
less die ,.._ is now their death thei.r end, and no justice and no judge, 
and all vail'l? Far be the thought 1 Hew? Shall n©t the Judge of all 
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the world do justice? We know, O Godt righteaus are Thy judgments, 
and rightecus art Th@u i.n etem'i ty • The1efore we knowt all works 
®f :men Th0u wilt bri.ng before Thy judgment, the good as well as the 
evil. Theref@re a.lse .:we know: we will give dust -oo dust, whence 
it is taken., but t}le ll!pirit returns to Thee, ·who hast g:l:ven it., and 
we shall net die, 1°\:htt live ...... live and rema1.n before Thee, our shield 
and redeemer. 

And in this belief we raise ourselves. If the thought of the 
death @f our body humiliates our pride, the th.ought of the duration 
of our s011l eacourages our faith, our hope for God and f@r His mercy 
towards us. We draw the same blessedness which gives to the repent~ 
an:t sinner the cortai nty of d'ivine f'ergiveness when we think af our 
death, .from the li:ving faith in 0ur :i.mmortality. In <>Ur immo:rtality _.., 
and the re.fore al.so ia the duration, in the sal-vation of those who were 
so J!)recious t~ us in our lifeta:tie, whc, remain olese tcr, ,1a through 
their love and through thei.r works, a.nd we to them through the pious 
memory which we dev®te to them always, and espeo:i.ally in thts hour. 

Thus ma.v then, O God of Life, the memory of our dea:th and that 
of our life after death be accept able t(O Thee J look favorably upt'.'>n 
the sarrowful memory- which we dewte to our depa:r·ted, wh<:)m we belteve 
and know to live with Thee. Gra. rt that the thought of death make us 
liv·e according t0 Thy will amd teach us to htpe fer eternal li.fe 

fr(l}m Thee, Help us to leek with trusting eye t0wards that hoor when 
we depm:-·t from here, have to leave the earth. Teach us to remember 

that through death we pass from the mortal life to immortal l:i.fe, 
that with the la.mt hour on earth the f'irst hour in heaven oomes for 
usr and guide us, O God., through. 11.fe and death tG> Tree, wlth whom 
is blessed life, i.nto 'fhy kingdom., the dwelling-place of the p:i.ous 
and righte0us; and gi.ve us a share i.t:i. the blessednt:,ss and joy which 
'l'hou hru,1:, s·tored up for those who leve Thee E(nd tru~t in Thee forever 
and a.ye. 

Adona:t mah adam: (pp. 310-311) __ .,,, ____ , ___ _ 
B0th the Hebrew and Ger.man texts are idel'ltic,9,l wit..h thtl'se ~f 

the 1819 editiq~1. 

(pp. 31.1,.,312) 

In 1~his s0lernn. hour we rQ?lembe:r. before Thee, 0 God, all the 
pi0us and precieus soulei with mom we were so cll'llsely bound together 
throu.e)!t the ties which 'l1hou didst sanctify; ties which .,._ al.as -
death has separated and loosened, In deep iiort'i!}W we remember the 
ere.inters of our days, the protectors of our childhood, the guides 
of our yemtb., wh0 ha.Ve cared and worked, liYed and str:l.ven for us, 
who t,h:r.ough teaching and example have made our heierts noble, formed 
our spin.ta, have exhorted us to v:i.rtue and the fear ®f God, have 
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suffered and borne· f 01• us• Thus I remember my father, , 
deceased in Goo; my :m@.th e1:r, --L-' deceased :l.n Cfoc!J'my"parents, 
departed :h1 Ged, in a. child I s l~ve and esteem, wioBe name and teach ... 
ing shall ever :remai:n precious and sacred to me. Only the bodily 
form reste fa1 the grave; the spirit, the irnm0rtal om , dwells with 
our Heavel'lly Father, in fellowship with those who live fc,rever and 
delight in 1he glery of His greatl.ll.ess and majesty. Oh, that I, too, 
on.e day may depart as the good anc}pi®us depart! Oh, that my end be 
like theirs, that my spirit, too, lhem God ealleth me, in the realm 
of light and truth may meet the scnils (l)f tte just and hll>lY wh@ during 
their life-times bestowed ur-,on l'IV:l so much f'a:l..t,hfulmess and eare, se 
much mildness a~1d kiadness 1 

But Thou, Father in Heaven, lei; the J')i@us gifts, which I for 
the benef:1.t of thim house give t@ the precious memery Gf the deceased 
bec<.'K11e a blessimg; and may the willing offerings of' my· mouth be 
pleasing to you. 

~!?!7--~~!~~~~ Si~~nd 

Relativest (p. 312) -•----,t,:,11 
Befc:n-e '.rJ,.ee., O God, I remember the pi.@us deoonsecl., wbi>se .fol ... 

l<!Mship and af.feotion, lcve and faithfulness once se dearly delighted 
me and beautified the days of my life. I remembe:r tm beloved 
br0ther"' ._ with deep s0rNw and affection. Alas -- t© dust has turned 
the fai.thful heart which beat .f@r me so fondly and wa:m.lyt 

Yet only the bedy, the visible, decays; but not the spirit 
which G@d hath created and fashi0ned in His image. The spirit lives, 
cleansed and purified .fr©m everythir.tg earthly, aoee:r:rted in the land 
of life, where it enjaiys the blessedness which Thou hast prepared 
fer all toose who walk im Thy ways, who :remain faithful to 'l'hy law., 
and whe live a rd die :t'@r Thee, O God. · 

Oh, that I, too, when my time co:roos, may im.hbri.t the lot whieh 
Thou ha st p1•epared for Thy pious ones who trust in. 'l1hee. Ar,id there-• 
fore bless the pious gift wh:i.ch :r;, f'or the benefit of Thy house, 
devote to the precious mem(lrt'Y\ ef, the deceased. 

The Hebrew text 1.s ide111:t:ic~l to that im. tlb.e<U819 edi ticrn* 

Ge man. t.rarisla.tion differs only slightly. 

I ,,,,., 
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Ashrlll Adanu (p. 31.3) -·-

Sheker hachen: (p • .313) · ---~ .. 

Mel.ech t (p • .314) 

Kaddish:, (pp. .315-316) ~--
The Hebrew texts are identical tG those in the edition 0f 

1819. 'rhe translatiG)ns have only minor, styl.i.st:1.c chaagei,. 



APPENDIX D 

IsJ~a.elitisohes .Gebetbu.eti 
Ull-'10 _ _.,..,.~ -~o<to--.1os.oillll$-~I ..,..,,_ __ 

PREFACES TO THE MOURNER f·S KADDISH 

~.!...f!!~~.!l;.~2 m~i$.,,~~~~ (p. 63): 

105 

Iw.deed, O Lo:rd, Thou art One amd Thy Name is One; only Thy 

kingd@m, the kingd«ti @f truth and justice, is @f eternal duration. 

In.to Thy kingdGm ~~hem e al lest us, when we have finished our work. 

In 111orniiwful. mem0cy I think taiday 0f the deceased ; _....,._ .... __ ~ 
of the fa:l.thful lw-e which m showed me du:r.i,ng hi.a life, and f!>:f' his 

pi@us example., @£ h0w in devotion he hon.0red Thy will.. Thus will I, 

t~o :1 prai.se Thee in joy md s $1"l"OW. 

heart is sf>r:rowf'ul, yet I honer Thy will in humble oobmissiam. 'rhy 

nan1e be praised :forever and ever$ 

Befere seeand :reoitaticl>n. (P. 65): ~~,..,.,....~~ 

Indeed, my- s0ul l~ngs for Thee, 0 God, an.d f0r the clear 

deceased, mo are with 'l'hee in Thy 'heavealy kingdom. My prayer 

ascends to Theo, that in Thy- gr~·ee Thou wilt give them a li,fe ~f 

pure blessedness, that their spirit refresh itself and draw f.Nlm 

the wellsprb1g of Thy- jay. But, to me, O Father, give oom.hrt and 

st1•ength a.m.d a joyful la.bor until Thou dost gather me in to the 
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Bef0:re Kaddish on. Festival evew.ings wh:i.ch .fall eta __,,.,..._~-----"", __ _ 
0 Geel eternal, in this life as in the life to comet Thy 

kirogdom is tha ki.ngd@m Qf etemal peace, and Them hat1Jt given us t,he 

Sabbath as an image t!lf that calmness ~i' the sp:l.r:tt, as an eneou:r•age-

ment, that we· already here, through sel'.li.0us ccmcent:ratton, gain the 

calnmess @f the spirit. Theref@re, be still, my S$ul, and do Rot 

00mplai.n.. .The deeeaaed have entered the eternal 'Sa.bbath ... :rest. Evew. 

I will th:reugh pious submission prepare myself :f'IJ1!' it :bt dignity. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR YOM KIPPUR: (FlP• 461-467) 

ALSO FOR F'ESTIVALSt · (pp. 230 ... 236) 

Adenai mah adamt (J))p,. 461 ... 462) 
qr • "11"1• ii, _F_..l ____ 

nn, ~~n~ a,~ o1n~*ijn, w1~•-1~ 1n,,n, o,a am•• 
•"•'i.l:l 0'nl.,1!t;l:Wtl '1'11'n 't'll:1:)1 !:J't1~1~~E> 'i1Jll'K1 'Hl"DtHU,i ,.,aw:1,'ll:? \'I~;:} 'i'v?J'D 

'!it]\11 lii?Jtl?.3, 'Dlfl'llll? ~,;g-fi"i"'a offd-~:;)11 "l)J'B~ S'!l'il:i'll 'tl:l'il\'r'i'Sl n~Zl 'Hl,'1~ 
"'ll'il?~ 0 OJ ;,~1u1..-,.1t1~ :,. ,,.ina n 'II '1WB ~.., ire-v:J ritm 'Jip --a1~~?:~ ~w~ '@ • c, 'ii! a O urn 

Cl!l>t'~l iimw ~"ltll? ru,m fj):, ,., ~,'l)~-tt~ n ·rn~,,~t t~'!l ,-:,, ·1~rii.,,.<i, :.-> i!:at~ t\>11~ r,3 
,,n31IDn y•pn~ n,~~~ ,,3~ n,n" p,i~ •i~ o 9 3~n2• n~n inJP 

O Lord, mat is mal1l; that Thou diut regard him; o:r th.a S(!)n ef 
man, that Thou d@st think Gf him? Matt is like a breQ.t,h, his days 
are like a. passing shad0w (Pa •. lhli .• 34). Yet Th0u hast .made him little 
less than angels and dost crow him w:I. th gle:ry and hon0r (Ps. 8.6),. 
Well d0 I km.ow that Thou. wilt. brln.g me -oo death., and tt, t~1e hou.ae 
pr0vided for all living (Job 30 .23). Yet the spirit of God hath. made 
me, and the brea:th @f the ilmi:ght;y gi.veth. me life (J@p 3J.l.i.) •. Am 
whelll the dust :returm.s t0 the earth as .it was, then .the spin:i.t return.1:1 
to God wtu, hath gi.ven it (Ecol. 12. 7). And though .I -walk in. the dark 
valley, I do not fear evil, f@:r Th(!JU art with me ; Thy r¢id a'ad Thy 
ista.ff, they c0mf0:rt xoo (Ps. 23,4). I in virtue w:Ul see Thy faoe, 
a.wakening del.1.ght in Thy preaen.oe (Ps. 17 .l.5). 

?,~a,l!!_.,.E.!. the ~~pb~! (pp. 462~463) 

Orea:t; God, wh@se ways ere beyond searching out 1 In Thine 
image 'l1hou hal!lt o:reated mm, given him the spirit whi.ch strives te ... 
wa1•d pa-feotien. Thou hast allotted this e al'th to him, that man on 
it purify himself. and work as Them weuldst hav·e it; and when Thy 

H 
I 
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wiad©m thin.ke·th it flt, Thou eallest him back, and the body is given. 
back t(l) the earth. Yet tho spirit :i1s eternal, it d0es ncI>t die; the 

s~ul returrui t® '.lbee amd lives, pure, in Thy samctuary; since Thou, 
Lem, dHt n.Cllt all~ an.y power, m.ich Th0u hast imbedded inte the 
Ul!liverse, te fade a.way-. FG>rms and shapes may change, but the :Pewer 
which. pNduoes and suppe>rts them, it oreates a.m.d Wll>rks eternally., 
AA.d w0uld the h'l.lman. spi:d.t, this mnderfully active, invisible J1HlMer, 
which teach.es ua ts think which gi. ves us self ... can.sci(!)umess, suddenly 
be cut eff? No, we are n0t af.raiGl ef dea1;h, f0r our noble part 
(endures); we part fr@m this life in ~:rder te enter imte a better 
@ne. Thcmgh scrne bcnrls, which dow"A here had been tied closely, might 
be l0esemed •• up there we shall :re-umite in Thy kingd@m. Theref@re 
tcda:y we want te :oomember @Ur dear arrl. precious 0nes, wi.th calmness 
and clevotien, wh0 have game bef.aire us into the eternal home. We thank 
'.t:'hee, 0 Lerd., that Thou hast refreshed us by theil' leve; and the 
mem0cy· 0f their kindnEH3S t@ward us shall mver vanish from M1r hearts. 
The ohildrm :remember the faithfulness .m.d dev@tion with Wh:tch the 
pr0tect©rs a.ind guardians (l)f the:!.. r ehild.hoed were ccmoerned and con ... 
siderat@ t©wards than; how they lived amd suffered f@r them; how they 
went, before them with w:l.se oeunsel, with instructi.<im, comfort and 
example; led them i.n Tay wa:ys, GCJ>d; left them their blessb.g, which 
UFJ t0 this day brings its f:rttit up0ri them. Husbands aad wives re
member the t<l>Ctr, .. early 1@@6lei!led Mvenant which they el!\\tered into before 
Thee, O G0d, and m:l.oh they kept in heli.Mess tl!l.d :f'ai thfulness, as 
l0ng a.1 Thy wi.ad.001 wanted t(l) let them dwell here tcigether in. the eles
est fellowship 0£ life. The memory of. lovil'lg tendert'less and faith ... 
.ful cl0seness, tG> whieh they adhered in the vary::i.n.g oocur1•ences ef 
life, fills their soul yet today edi.fying).y and ref'reshil:llgly. The 
p,arelflts als0 remember the p:r.ec:i.9US pledges which Thou, God, didst 
en.trust to t,hem. They had rejoiced in their kimdne111111 and grateful 
l(Flve, became y&u11.g with them in their de'ttelepmEm.t, and looked forward 
with joy tewards the fulfillment of beautifu.l h0pes; amd agatn today 
the picture of the early departed stands befere the eyes o:f these wh~:m 
tl:u~y preceded imto eternal life. We remember, O Leird, all mea and 
womEl!l who have looked uptm us with friendly., mild eyes; m0 have f,a,s .. 
tered us th:r0Ugh their leve., kindled the di vi~ 'light within us, 

made us t•eoeign.ize the truth, strengthened us in faith, eased the 
sa:r:r0ws 0£ life f0r us, arrl made straight; 0m.• pa.ths. We hei>I't<N.r" and 
bless their memory in this hour; grant, 0 G0d, tl:m t i.t, be blessed 
also for us, that it wake us t@ all th at is good and pl.ea.s1.ng t© 
Thee, that it enc8urage us, give us stremgth and perseverance; that 
the blessing with which they- departed from us w0rk t0 our salvation 
f.@:r u.s; th.at we preserve t:heir teaching and their exa,mple in eh il.d ... 
like memory, further their w~rk, keep their name iJ:11 h@nor, al:ways are 
f®umd w@rth.y ef them_; that they, frem Thy heavenly realm, may look 
upon us wi.th ki.n.dness, Bl!ld intercede for the blessings 0f life for 
us, as we pray fer their eternal s al.vat ion. 

Net all have er1tered Thy ki.n.gd0m in perfection; there is n.o 
pious one on earth whe would not give room t@ sin in his heart amd 
his ways. Yet Thy mercy, 0 Lord, will wl.pe 0f:f the failure., and 
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gr$.lnt a gracious rec0neiliation t0 the weak m0rtal. Let 0ur plea 
fin.d a hearing wlth Thee, merciful. Gep.1 Many also have parted fr@m 
us early, befere they attained full devel0pment, before, th:reugb. 
their w0rk, they oould make themselves worthy of Thy graoe; :receive 
them, the innci>cent., into Thy eteffial kfogd0ml They have n@t experi
emced the trials o.f li.f'e, yet Th:,,· grace t1evertheiless wilt bless them. 
there. But, u.n.te us, O Father o!f -all, mayest, Thou give a cheerful 

lab0r on eal•th; attd whem. one day Thou wilt call us, then give us 
strength and coo.rage, and a graci.ous :reception in eternity. 

£!,~~S1=1~~!.~~~' (pp. 463 .. 464) 

I remember before Tnee, O Ocd, my departed in 
ai.ncere leve. Remember Th0u them als0 in tit gracioushwr.~ them 
a light, bright seat ia heaven, that the:t.r s0ul might enter int0 eter
nal rest, into eternal joy., i.n.t@ eternal bliss, and that they share 
in. the blessi.ngs which Thou hast :pr0mised to the pi0us and the right
eous as their diviae reward fQr all earthly suffering that they en
du:r.sed, ff!JX' all their Wli'll'l"Ying, striVing and labering. Ghe peace 
t0 the transfigured i'f'les; let their imnermest longing and h0:pi.ng and 
wonde:ri.ng find a hea1"'.ilag and granting with Thee om aooeunt, of the 
faith. and the love with which t~y departed fr0m the w0:r.ld. Jlbcalt 
them and glerify them, o Gad, in Thy heavenly kingd.om, and als0 may 
my prayer and appeal be heard, t11rn account C!)f the innenr1.0st l0ve with 

which I brln.g t@ y())UJ the saerifioe ef my heart. Anioml Yem, my 
precious @nes, look fz•@m y0ur heaven d0wn upon me, in· kindness am 
J.eve, as you l.00ked uw@rt me in kindness bef@re Goo took ycm from me 
un.to Him6$lf'. (Receive my thankfulness for you:r fatherly and nu:>therly 
care and l0ve and l(l)yaJ.ty., for y0ur patience and mildness which you 
exercised s0 manif©ldlyl Forgive where :t have fatled and sinned to
wards you in youthful thoughtlessness•) Remember me before God, pray 
for me at11.d my ~wn., that God pr0teet and preserve me from all grief. 
Aricl when I myself be called and e'Ater :lnt0 my eternal rest,:!.ng place, 
then may y@ur lave receive me, introduce and lead me into the divine 
kingdom @f truth and peace; that I may find atonement and forgiveness 
fer every sil'l. and WEHlkn.ess, a n:l find a aearin.g and granting :f0r all 
my wishing and hepin.g, and share wi'Ui. you in eternal r@st and joy! 

Mah rav tuv'chah: (p. 46h) 
.....,,.,Wi..,i. IFI Wlljll>--UI----

Hebrew text ide111tical tc, that 0f the f~ -~ ~. 

The German text is a straightforward trt-tnslation. 

Ashre adanu (p. 464) -~""-



109 

The Hebrew texts are identical with th@se of the !!_~mbu~~ 

~~~!.. The German texts are simply translaticims. 

Im.stead of' separate hashca.vet for ind:lvidual mel\l. and women, •-•--t .. _r 

Geiger has a single hashca.vah c©ver:lng all the departed. The essem-~------
ti.al Hebrew text is the same as that f@u111.d in the .!!~~r~1- ~!....Bl':!' 

B~~~§J, with the addititM of collective terms @f identification @f 

the departed. 

S,ire rest ia in the 19:rotectioa @f' God, in the circle 0f the 
holy ones Blld pure, who shine in heavenly brightness; there is f0r .. 
give~ess @f s.ins, failure far a._r1d salvation near, mercy _and grace 
with lim who is enthroned on high., and there is everlasting life. 
Ther also mEV be the share @f the w0rthy 0 •• relatives of those who 
are gathered here in reverence, who have gone home to their fathers; 
may Goo I s spirit lead them in Paradise z May tm All-Merciful let 
His grace rest upoJ:!l. them, pretect th.em in his safe care, that they 
may behold the joy ef the han.d,. Mey" peace guide them., and on thei.:r 
ab@de ef rest be peaee, as it .is said: Peace comes; on his bed he 
rests wh0 walked up:r•ightly. Thus may they al'ld all the pfous ones 
rest in peace. 

K@l Yis:r.oel: (pp. 465-466) 

The Hebrew text is identical with that of the Jfamb_~!,!l,8! 

He mo leads a. Godly life and prcwes himself w@:rthy 0f the 
n.ame of Israel will inhe:ri.t eternal life, as it is said: If the 
people is rightee>us and pi0us, then it will i.nhe:r:•it the land of 
eternity. Blessed be he whs yeax•ns fen~ the Torah, works as it is 
pleasing t0 his Creator, grows in good name, dies with a g0@d name_; 
of him is true the wise saying: Better is a good name thi;m preci@um 
oil, and the day @f death better tmrn that of birth. Strive on 
t(l)ward perfeeti.0n, the reward in. the other life will not fail~ 
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Kaddish1 (pp. 466-467) 
I 

The Hebrew text is that ©f the regular Kaddish Yatom found ---
in the German md Polish rites. 

Thus be blessed, great G@d, (C0ng: Am.em) fr(!)m the lips @f' 
the imp,erfeot, as in the kinga.om 0.f the per.feet spirits Thy mame is 
praised with :reverence. 

Amen. Thy n.ame be praised here and there. 

Be praised, All..:G0od. (Ce,ng: Praise Him) for the life that 
ThG>U dost allot t© us on lilllll'th, as well as fin• the eternal life of 
tl:1e spirit., toward whi.oh we go. Amen. 

Be praised, .All ... Good, fer the lwe with whi.ch Thou adomest 
this life, .for the preoi.ous relatives and friends whom Thou hast 
given us here, whose spirit delights mw in Thy kingdan. .Amen. 

Thy gra'¢e shine upon tmm and give them glad salvation. Thy 
grace shine u.pon us on earth, until cme day we come to them :tn·be 
Thine eternal kiagd0m. Amen. 

I .. ----,•~ ----------- " 
-~ ~-----~---------••-; 

.i 
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NorES 

Introduction 

1 0 Rabbi. Israel Lebendiger has spoken eloquently @n '1:',hi.s 
subjeet in "The Need for Belief in Immortali.ty., 11 Conservative Joo.aism, 
XV, Ne. 1., (Fall, 19W)., pp. 35-42. ---·--

The Macmillan Co., 
1918)0 

4. 11:~~., Po 282. 

5. Accerding to K@hler, p. 28.3; and B. Bamberger, Fallen 
Angels (Philadelphia.: Jewish Publication Soci.ety of Ameri.~52), 
~ 

6. Jack Stern, Jr., 11The Doctrirra of Immortality in ,Reform 
Jud.aism11 (ulll.published Master's ·thesis, Hebrew Union C©llege-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, 1952, p. 13. . . 

7. Ibi.d., p. 33. He quotes from K0hlerts-Manttal of .Re-
1!~-~~~-.Jn!Ltfuotio~, ]). 13. --

8. I~., p. 16. 

9~ Yearbook of the Central Oon.ferenqe of American Rabbis, I, 
{'.l.890)VP- rt~ 

Chapter I -· 
1. See the· eecti.on on the memerah as a aymb(J)l ef immortality 

in E. RQ Goodenough, Jewish Symbols in the Greco-Heman Perlod (New 
Y0rk: Pantheon B0oks-;,0111n'gen·· Series ¼"XX:X:VJ~f, 19>lrr;:f.v;-p. 78 ff. 

24 This is a paraphrase of Psalm 19 .15 • 

.3. In rabblnic theology, the ~vurot o.f. God are His powers 
to give 1!£! te both man and nature; an7rtnese include the power to 
resurrect. See S~ Baer, .fAv·odat. Y1.sra.el (Rodelheim: Lehrberger and 
Oo., 1901), p. 89, where heconne:'ts lll!11ka~~- ◄eE!~~ to the pro
phecy of resurrection in Daniel 12.2. 
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4, In the S'.ephardio ritual for the Sabbath Eve, t00, -we find 
this psalm. There is little likeliho9d that it was intended to convey 
"ether ... worldly11 implicat::l.ons. See M. Gaster, The Book of Prayer 
(Lon.dons Hen:cy Frowde, 1901), I, p. 89. 'I1he p~ource ;?' con
fusion is the mistranslation of ]2!._g_~y __ !~.almavet in verse 4 as "in the 
valley af the shadow of death 0 lt -Yt-reaii'fnieans, llfin the valley of 
thick darkn.ess." 

,. /Ah obvious reference to the umerstanding of Psalm 23.4, 
based on the mistranslation dis ous sed in. the preceding note. 

6. Origin.ally a congregational response befo:re the final 
para.graph r;f kaddish titkabal. See Baer, Pt 1)). (Psalm 121~2) 

~~ ...... -...... _ 
7. Regardless of the English word::l.ng, the cong:regant still 

says Kaddish far much ·the same :reasons: something m is doing i.s 
somehw helping the deceased. 

8. Though ·this is net the 01."iginal intention of the pra,yer. 

9 • J. H. Hertz, !,~~~~~~-~}]:!lYer ~-~ok (New Y8rk: Bloch, 
1955), p. 485. 

f, 

11. G. Frankel and M. Breeuselau, (ed.), 0rdnung der Offent-
~_d~~~-=1~!-~!l.! (Hamburg1"°"T8!9f,"'~p..,7;-

12 • This may be a. vestige o.f a belief mere popu.1.a tjin earliM' 
days. See Geiger I s Kaddish prefaces i'J\ Appendix D. 

13. Though there is room for consid'(:ll'.l:"able discussion as •1:,o 
what :mood ~-~ to be set pril!!>r to and during the Kaddish. 

14. The same could be sai.d er the siddur. One can fl nd the 
same sert of juxtiposition of opposing id·eas;-

15. · The Italian :r.ite calls for Yizko:t" on the eighth day of 
Passover; but tt 'is unl'ikely that this-Fiii'ira dil~ect influence upot'l 
our current practice. 

16. See T. Gaster, 11Yizkor: The Living and the Dead, 11 
~

~~, xv,.No. 3 (March, 1953), pp. 236-243. 

17. Probably 17th Century. 
CCAR, 1952), p. 205. 

18. F'or a recent a.nal.ysis see Harris H. Hirschberg, "Some 
C0mments on J.ewish Prayer,n c.c, A.R. Ja,urnal, VIII (,January, 1961), 
p,. 19·. --~----

19. See T. Gaster, p. 242. 

i 

:1 
I, 
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3o 12.!~•' P• 18. 

4.. And t0 the idea that the soul leaves the b0dy wh:i.le ore 
sleeps. Geiger's interpretation Cllf the ·traditional text i1ndicates 
this clearly, ttfv<~a tDday dids·t:. Thou give me my soul again, and ! 
a.woke to new life•" Israelitisches Gebetbuch (Breslaut 1854), p. l~. ------. ..----.-.... --

5. See Introduction, p. 3. 

6~ Based on an insertion in the Gevuro·li in the repetition of. 
the Yom Kippur mo1"tl.ing Tefilah. See H. Adl~Service of the Syna
~ (London: Routledge !c. Sams, l.90~5}, Part rr; ~~~--·--~-

7. There is 11punish1nant11 in the original. If a man is 
unworthy, 11his days are cut short. tt 

8. See .Appendices for the c@ntrast with earlier Refo1m 
liturgies, where the idea i.s much in evidence. 

9. Kohler seems to have ccoo to the same conclusion in his 
concluding re.mark$.~ivine Retribut'lon. But a ca1~e.ful study- of 
M.s fin.al paragraph reveals to this reader an ambiguity which is 
st,ill manifest i:n the passages under discussion in the prayer book. 
~~~....!~~~, p. 309. 

10. Though it has been suggested that our year .. 'ro1md congr.e ... 
gants are all tzadik~ fo:r. whom eternity is ce:r.ta:i.n, and. that only 
on Yom Kippur,' ... wlianlhe truly wicked appear at servi.ces, are such 
warnings necessary! 

ll. See I. z. Idelsohn, Jewish Liturgy (New York: S'acred 
Music lP'ress, :reprint), pp. 2,30 ... ~;7:"o'r'au":rscm.ssi.on of the history 
of 1;his custom, 

12. ~~- , p. 2 31, on 11Meme>r-Bi:i<,ks •11 

1.3. See the art1.cle, 11Btt~ds as Sou.ls," .r ewish Encyclopedia 
(New Y~rks Funk & Wagnalla, 1901), III, p. 219:--··--

14. This is a re:fleo·tion 0Jff Mendelssohn's approach as de ... 
scribed by Kohler in Jewish The0l©gy, p. 29,: 11 0od ••• cannot deceive 
tm h«!>pe @f ·the human-neart~!'~·con.tinued .living and striving 
onward and · forward, without thereby impairing His own perfection. n 

15. A paraphrase of Ecclesiasticus 41.~.l-ll.i., nLet us now praise 
famous men •• $ •

1• 

,i 
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16. Ou:r. practice may yet reflect a traditional belief 1.n the 
need for further atonement by t.he deiad. none recalls souls arid vows 
pious gifts em behalf of the dead, for there is atonement for -the 
dead, too, on Yom Hakippurim. That is why it is called Yom Hakip
purim ..... plu1::iii·-::-:ror--the-living",. and fo:r the dead. 11 Noti"-after. 
reading of the Tarah in ~,:ZJO~" l'RHh Ha~p. v 1Y~"!_~~J?J2.UI'~£fl..2:!'} 
K@rban Aharon v 11ikute Tzvi tvIIrui"rIB'Bof, p. ~ _______ ___..... --

17. Fo:r. a full discussion see J ~ Stolz, 11 Funeral Agen.da, 11 

Yearbook of -the c.C.A.R., Vol. V:tI, (1897); pp. 27 .. 47. 
~~ 

~!:'E~e!_!I~ 

1. "In real'ity this life eternal is not the future, but i.s 
already potentially present and invariably at hand· 1.n, the spiri.t of 
man hiJnself, with its censtaw.t striving t0ward the highest." 
Ma.imonides as q\loted by Kohler, p. JOB • 

.Q~~~ 

l. s. Freehof, Refonn Jewish Practice (Cincinnati: Hebrew 
Uiei.ion C@llegE.l Press, 19~J7"Vef:-Y:'f;p.~ J ac@b Emden rep01~ts in 
hi.s Siddur a custom he had observed in Han.burg (1): "How fine is 
the cu.sio'rri of the Sephardim here who recite the Kaddish in unison 
ard thus all disputes are ended." 

The Reffllnners 0f Hamburg admired more than ·the 8ephard.1. l:!.tu.r ... 
gy. Maey aspired to tho aristocratic station r£ the Sephardim in t,he 
c©mmun:l.ty; so their 0borrowing1t had sooial as well as religi.ou:s :l.m ... 
pliea:t.ions. F@r some time the Sephardic pronunciation of Hebrew was 
takero. ever by RefQ:r:m.t1rs as well as some liturgi.oal forms. (Informa ... 
tion ootweyed by J .,1. Pet,uohowski.) 

, .. 
2 • Ordlilung der O.ffentlim en Andaoht des Neu.ert1-Tempel-Vereins. 

~..,,..,,-~,.......,., __ ~_..,, .. ~~ .... ---.. --~,.,,----.. --
3. See D. Pool, ~~~ (New Y0:tkr Bl0eh, 1929), p. 80 ff• 

li.. ~. , p. 89 ff. 

~- .!2!.~-, p. 16. 

6. See M. Gaster (ed.) , 'I'he Book of Prayer and O:r.der of 
Servlo_~Aooll>i-:_c_!:!,_t}g_~0 -~~e Cus~~m of~runs~fan~·-·11o~e"'1'e_!!_ 
"(Ltiilcm1 7ren.ryTrowde, I~o '.[J , 1Toi. I, pp ~o S' -~06. --"Tlle re may iie 
so.me oonneot1.on be·tween the 1111praye:r far parents" a11d the Sephardic 
prayers said when vis:tting the cemetery-. 

I 
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,,, ,., 
8. A. Geiger, Ieiraelitsohes Gebotbuch fur den ofi'entl'i.chen. 

Got te sdienst im a an zen ~J ah.re··tsre~4y:------- -·" __,....._,.._~-~---~-
9 $ 'rhough one other change should be noted. The first 

~~~Y~J'T!!~ in the benedict:i.on now reads .P}!.1!.~h ava~av mi~ ...... 
lffioiire~emest the souls @f Thy se:rvants fr0m death. Tntb:e7.rtrton 
~~Qk, however, th.is was changed to ~!~~2~• ---

10. In the last two phrases, Einh0rn 's tu1iversalism is mani .. 
fest. For Yisra,el he has substituted aehenu and banav --- 11 our 
br~thers., 11 iif.ffs children." --

11. Thus Einhorn was the first t<l> f ©llow ·bhrough com~letely 
on. the resolut:lon by Prof. Sulzer; '•The Kaddish :l.s to be reoi.ted 
once only during a service and a passage should be i.nse:rted in the 
Kaddi.sh which bears @n ·the demise of the departed. 11 "Resolutions 
from the First Synod., at Leipzig, from Ju1!le 29 to July 4, 1869., 11 

Yearbt1>1i!>k f)f the C.C.A.R., Vol. I, (1390), p. 107. ~--- . . . 
12. This dates back t0 an e a:rlie:r German prayer book. 

13. Except that Yisrael has been restored tc, the last tWZJ 
phrasem, in place of Ei.n.J:ierri''s m0re universalistic 11.ll!l89.ge. 

1. 11 0:r.eatars of W(l)rlds, 11 Yearbo\1lk of the o. C.A. R., Vol. 
LXVIII, (1958), p •. 216. ·--

3. "Religious '.Services -- How Can We Make Them More Mea.n:tng
fu.1 ?11 ~.!.r~~ of the c.o.A.R,, Vol. LVIII, (19~.8), p. 24.3; 
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