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DIGEST OF TH@SIS

The Bulgarilan Jewlsh Community was the only European Jewish
comnunity of a country involved in the wapr to supvive the Nazi
holocaust,in its entirety (the author does not consider Thrace
and Macedonia as part of Bulgaria)., This thesis represents a
study of the history of this community based upon analyses of
first hand source material, primarlly Nazl documents,

In order to offer to the reader a better underﬁtanding of

the history of the Bulgarian Jews during the war, a short introduc-

tion of the general history of the community has been offered
in this thesis,

Bulgaria was Germanyts ally and it fully cooperated with the

Germans in the execubtion of the various antl-=Jewlsh measures,

e

the Nazl destruction of the Jews to follow the pattern of a)

definition b) expropriation c¢) concentration d) annihilation,

e e T e T A T T s .
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The Jews of Bulgaria were saved from annihilation on two different
occasions éuring: bhe.spring of 1943,

Two maln theories have so far been advanced to explalin the

causés foxr the salvation of the Jews of Bulgaria. DBoth theories
try to explain the survival of the Bulgarlen Jews in terms of

intervention on their behalf. The more popular theory dwells

upon the contention that it was the Bulgarian people who through

thelr vigorous protesats against the expulsion of the Jews had

saved the Jews, The second theory attributes the redemption

~




of the Jews to Czar Boris' benevolence.

The author of this thesls aécepts nelther of the above
theories to be a substantlal explanation for the survival of
the Jews of Bulgaria. They may only be considered, in his
opinion, as supporting reasons to the primary cause for tThe
salvation of the Bulgarian Jews, the turn of the war tide
against Germany during the Winter and spring of 1942-1943, which

eventually resulted in the total defeat of the Nazil State.
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INTRODUCTION
o {

The Jewish scholar, as well as the layman, is presently
flooded with a multitude of publications dealing with the
destruction inflicted upon the European Jewish communities
during the Second World War. Keeping in mind that the majom
rity of these works deals with the tragic fate of the great
Jewlash centers of Hurope, one may Justlfiably ask why one
would write the history of the Bulgarlan Jewilish Community =
a community rather unimportant and unknown to most present
day scholays, |

The Lmportance of the Bulgarlan Jewish Community, unlike
that of many of the European Jewlsh communities, is not found
in ite contributions to creative Jewish 1life, but rather it
18 signified by the fact that the Bulgarian Jewish Community,
the only Buropean Jewlsh communlty in a country that was a
Nazi ally, survived the war in its entirety. This is a very
broad statement, and it must be qualified., When I refer to
the Bulgarian Jewish Community I mean the Jews living within
the geographlic borders of Bulgaria at the beginning of the
Second World War., I exclude from the definition of Bulgarian
Jewry the Jews of Thrace and Macedonla, These two territories
were conquéred by Hitler and were given tb Bulgaria. The

Jews of these two terplbtories, however, had not been granted




cltizenship by the Bulgarian Govornment, As a cansequence,
the twélve thousand Jews reaiding in Thrace and Mdcodonia met
the tragle fate of complete annihilation.,

An intelligent discussilon about the history of the Bul-
garian Jewish Community during the Second World War neceggitates
a brief history of the community up to that period., This
history can be divided into four major perlods:

1, ‘The history of the community from 1ts beginning till the
liberation of Bulgaria in 1878,

2. The beginning of the modern period, from 1878 till the
end of the First World War,

3, From the end of the First World War till the rise of
Hitler in 1933,

4, The period of uncertainty — the time between the rise
of Hitler and the outbreak of the war.

The remainder of my thesis wlll be concerned with the hig=~
tory of the Bulgarian Jewish Community during the Second
World War. |




PREFACE
(

It 18 the purpose of this thesis to explove in a sclenti-
fic manner the events experienced hy the Bulgarian Jewish
Community during the Second World War. To the best of my knowlw
edge, no similar work exists at present in the English language,
A number of histories have been published about this subject
in the Bulgarian and Hebrew language, but with one or two excepw
tions, thelr scope 18 narrow and fragmental.

My attempt to write the history of the Bulgarian Jewlsh
Community during the Second World War Ls a ploneer work in a
twofold sense, First, due to the lack of published bibllogm-
raphles on the subject, I had to correppond with every Jewlsh
historical archive, library, and center of documents in this
country asg well as in Israel and Burope, in search for source
materials. Afbér amagsing documents and sources, I was faced
with the problem of selecting and ordering the relevant matep-
fal., Second, once the documents had been made available in
the form of microfllms or photostats, there remained the probm
lem of translating them into English before they could be used
and incorporated into this work, -

In the course of research, I was ungelfishly assisted by
a number of people., ¥Flrset, I am deeply indebted to Dr, Ellis
Rivkin, Professor of Jewlsh History, of the Hebrew Union Colle

ege=Jewish Institute of Religlon for his inltial encouragement,




continuous assistance, and ilnvaluable suggestblons.

I am grateful to Mr, Herbert Zaffren, chief Librarian of
the Cincinnati School of the Hebrew Union College=Jewlsh Inw
gtitue of Religlon,.who facilitated my work by purchasing, on
behalf of the college library, the miocrofilms and photostats
needed for my research.

The following persons from the Yad Vashem Remembrance
Authobity in Jerussalem rendered valuable help: Miss Ora
Alcalai, Mps, M. Rositzkah, Mrs, B, Klibanski, and Dp, Joseph
Kermish, |
| To Messr, BEli Baruch, Benjamin Ardlitti, Nathan Greenberg,
Rabbl Daniel Zion, and Mrs., Shoshana Ben Yoseph, all of them
pastvleaderﬂ of the Bulgarlan Jewiph Community and at present
citlizens of Israel, my sincere thanks for the valuable time
they alloted me in the course of my research, and for the
permission to quote from thelr publications,

The Consistorie Central des Julfs en Bulgariey Sofla,

Bulgaria and the Centre de Documentation Julve Contemporaine

in Paris made avallable to me all their materials pertaining
to the Bulgarian Jewlsh Community.

Another institution,which lent me asgsistance in my work,
was YIVO Institue for Jewlsh Researxch in New York,

And last but not least, my heartfelt thanks and gratitude

to Elaine, my helpmate in life and partner in this work.
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L FOUNDA?IONS
A, The History of the Community From Its Beginning
P11l the ILiberation of Bulgaria in 1878

The oldest reference to the existence of a Jewlsh commun-
ity in the general locale of Bulgarla is found in the comme
entary on Judges (20:15) by Rabbl David Kimhi (Radak), The
twentietnh chapter describes the defeat of the Tribe of Ben~
Jamin by the other tribes of Israel. Verse flfteen states
the number of Benjaminite warriors as 26,000 men, and the
next verse (20316) adds to this number anotbher 700 "left-
handed" warriors, bringing the total number to 26,7000 Verse
thirhyéfive of the same chapter states that 25,100 Benjaminites
were killed in ﬁhe battle. Rabbi Kimhl, in his commentary
to Judges 20:15, accounts for the missing 1,600 warriors by
gsaying that 600 of them escaped to a certain locabion named,
in Hebrew, "Selah HaRimon," He assumed that the other 1,000
warriors had been killed in the battles previous to the major
battle, or, as the Midrash r@lates, thesge 1,000 warriors
Journeyed to the land of "Romania" and settled there,

The above commentary would have been meaningless were

it not for the fact that the Encylopaedis Hebraica (Volume

Ts Ps T98) mentions that the Jews of Bulgaria, during the
twelfth century, were undeyr the influénce of the Greek culture
and were called "Romeniotim," Rabbil David Kimhi lived during

the twelfth centﬁry;and.one may safely assume that in his




commentary, "Romania" refers t? the land of Bulgaria.

Mr., Benjamin Arditti, on the basis of Dr, Levl Herazfeld's
historical research,; comments that Jews took an'active part in-
the Phoenician trade, and that some of these Jewlsh Phoenicilan
traders settled in the different Europeanrcountries beifore the
destruction of the Second Temple.t

Dr, Klausner comments that there has been found a Jewlshe
Greek insecription dating from the year 81 C.,E. from the city
of Panticapaeum ~- now Kerch - near the Cimmerian Bosporoud,
Furthermare, Dr, Klausner thinks that Jews may have reached
the north shore of the Black Sea ap early as the days of the
Ha.smoneans , 2 | .

It is reasonable to say, therefore, that & Jewlish commun-
ity, or communities, may have been found in the Balkan lands

before the destruction of the Second Temple, We have, however,

no sources which would delineate the #ize and nature of this

community.

Mr. BenJamin Ardlttl quotes Rabbl Solomon Rozanes, the
well-known Bulgarian Jewlsh historian, who coneclusively proved
that during the fourth century of the Common Era there was a
sizable Jewish community in the Balkan lands. As evid@mce,
Rozanes quobes the Codes of Theodossius of Emperor Theodosium,
the First; in this Code the Emperor commands the governors of
the provinces of the Balkana to prevent further persecution
of the Jews and to restore their civil and religilous rights,

Purthermore, the Code mtates that these local administrators




wepre o be held regponsible Lf these persecutions continued@3
In the year 811, the Buléarian Czar, Xrum,brought to

Bulgaria a8 large number of military prisoners, amongst whom

were Jews from Salonika, BenJamin Arditti,_on the basls of

a Papal response iéﬂuad in the year 866 (seemingly prompted

by the threatening influence of these Jews) concludes that

these Jewlsh prisoners, once liberated, engaged in proselytism

in thelr new homelandau

The Encyclopaedia Hebraica sheds further light on this

period by eiting that in the year 865, King Boris I accepted
Christianity, which at the time was an odd mixture of Chrilstian,

Jewlsh, and pagan practices and bellefs, As proof of the reli-

gilous confusion that prevailed among these new Christians we
have the request on the part of these new Bulgarian Christians

directed to Pope Nicolal I asking for clarification and guldw-

ance concerning the practilces of their new religlon, This

request was formulated in one hundred and slx guestions, includw

ing: What is the correct ritual of the bringing of the first

fruilta? Whab'animals and poultry are consldered ritually‘pure? i
What &hbuld be the day of rest, Saturday or Sunday? Is 1t i
permitted to eat the flesh of animals who have not been slaught-
ered prior to thelr death? What is the burial law concerning
people who have commltted sulclde? How soon after birth can

the husband come to hip wife? I it necessary to fast during

a drought? DMust women ccver‘bhéir heads in the House of Prayer?

The content of these questions, and the typlcally Hebrew names

I



of the Bulgarian princes ~= David, Moses, Aaron, Samuel,
Simeon -~ indicate a degree of{Jewishbinfluenae in Bulgaria
during the eighth and ninth centuries,”
| One may safely assume that this Jewlsh influence pres
supposes the existence of a slzable and active Jewish commun=
ity in Bulgarla during the period, We can also exclude the
posslbllity that the Bulgarian confuslon between Judaism and
Christianity was due to an Infantile stage of Christianity,
for by the eighth century, Christianity was already a sys-
temitlzed religlon, The only reason for the admixture, In
my opilnion, ls that Jews engaged in proselytism, Jjust as the
Christian missionaries did, and different parts of th@ popula -
tion were converted o differ@nﬁ religionaw

Additional proof of the influence of a Bulgarian Jewish
éo@mumity in the ninth eentury Ly advanced by Benjamin Arditti
when he quotes Mr, Solomon Rozanes, Rozanes indicates that
Saint Kyril, one of the most zealous Christians who worked
among the Slavs, had to learn H@bréw in order to hold debates

with the rabbis.6

During the tenth and eieventh centuries, large numbers of
Jews from the Byzantine lands found refuge in Bulgarlia and
egbabllished Jewlsh communlties in the larger citles sbtimulating
synogogue constructlon and some Jewish scholarship., One of
the anclent synogogues of Sofia is the "Kahal de los Gregos"
 (8ynogogue of the Greek Jews), which dates back to this period,7

In the yeapr 1097, Rabbi Toviah Ben Ellezer of Castoria wrote




"rekach Tov," the first known Work of Jewish scholarshlp of
the Bulgariah Jewlish Communlty. | |
During the following centuries the size and the influence

of the Bulgarian Jewish Community Iincreased considerably,
Arditti, quoting Professor Kongtantin Jirecek, indlcates that
durlng this perilod one of the important mewmbers of the Church
translated from the Greek into Bulgarian "Six Sermons Against :
the Jews," a measure devised to decrease the influence of the
Jews on the Christian believerﬁ.a

| It 18 difficult to ascertaln the success of these attempts
to diminlsh the influence of the Jews durlng the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries. One 1ndicationg howevey, that points
to the fallure of such measures 18 the fact that Czar Ivan
‘Alexander, in the year 13H6, divoreced his first wife, Queen
Theodora Viashka, in order to marry & Jewess named Sarah, who,
upon her converslon to Christianity, assumed the name Theodora
(Glorious or Enlightened) and became Queen of Bulgaria and

Greeoe,g

There are conflicting opinilons expressed by historians

concerning the state of the Jews in Bulgaria during Queen

Theodorals relgn, Arditti oredits her with intervention on
behalf of the Jéwsqu while Mr, Eli Baruch indicates that
during her relgn the Jews were expelled from Turnova, the
capltal city of Bulgariaoll The Jewish Encyclopedia discusses

the state of the Jews at the time of Queen Theodorals relgn:




Bulgarian cities along the rlverqlg

According to Christo J, Poppof, an eccleslastical
historian of Bulgaria, the Jews of Turnova, taking
advantage of the fact that one of thelr number sat on
the throne, and presuming on the queents favor, set
no 1imits to their insolence, profaning the icons, the
churches, even the eucharist ltself, and blaspheming
all that is most gacred to Christlanity; so that their
evil deeds encouraged heretics and furmented pOpular
~disturbances,

By the advlice of the patriarch Theodore, Ivan
- Alexander called a national council in 1352, whlch was
~attended by all the prelates of the country; and in
the presence of the czar himself and of Queen Theodora
and her children a solemn anathems wag pronounced
agailnst all heretics and Jewd, and their expulsion
from the country was decreed, Owing to the enbreatles
of Theodora, however, three Jews who had been condemned
to death for blasphemy were reprieved, thelr sentences
being commuted to other punishments; but in accordance
with the decree of the council, the community of Turnova,
which had long inhabited a ghetto at the foot of the
citadel of Trapewsitza, was dispersed, and Jews never
settled agaln in the c¢ity. According to another account 12 .
they emigrated to Nicopolis on the death of Ivan Chichman,™

During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the Jewish
community of Bulgaria was increased considerably by the influx
of Jewlsh refugees from the Hungarian and Bavarian lands resulte-
ing from the expulsion of the Jews from Hungary by Lﬁdwig Te
Many of these Jews settled 1in Bulgaria and established an
Ashkenazlc Jewlsh community, which increased considerably in
1450 after the expulsion of the Jews from Bavaria by a decree
from the Bavarian Herzog -~ & decree that was prompted by Pope

Nicolal V and PFather Capistrano. The exiled, Bavarian Jews

traveled southward on the Danube River and settled in the

By the fifteenth cenmtury Bulgarlia had been subjugated by




the Ottoman Turks, who proved(to be tolerant to the Jewish
religlous minority. Under Obtoman rule the Jewlsh community
grew and prospered. When the Jéw& of Spain and Portugal
were forced to leave theilr lands, many of Them settled in
the European part of the Ottoman Bmpire, which included Bulw-
garia, These refugees from Spaln and Portugal brought with
them rich experiences in autonomous Jewlsh communal 1living.
Many of the newcomers were educated in the arts and scilences,
Because of thelr cultural and soclal and economic superlority,
they became leaders in thelr new communities, Many of thelr
customs and folkways, inc;uding the Iadino lahguage, became
dominant in the various Jewish communities,

One of the greatest Jewlsh scholars of all tlmes, Joseph

Karo, the compller of the Shulchan Aruk, resided in Bulgaria

for thirteen years (1523-1536), while he was writing his
Beth dJoseph,

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centurieﬁ many of
the Jews of Bulgarla became successful, international merchants.
Arditti, on the basis of Professor Konstantin Jirecek's work,
concludes that durlng the middle of the seveﬁt@enth century
the Jewish merchants of Sofla completely displaced the Dubrove
nic merchants (non-Jewish merchants), who, up to that time

had virtually monopolized import and export tradeelu

The
fact that most of the traders of the other commeboi&l centers
of the Ottoman Emplre were also Jews may have helped the Bule

garian Jewlsh mer¢hants to prosper as they did. Further
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evidence of Jewlsh success in(commerce and financlal matters
18 elted by Arditti, who on the basis of Professor Jack Nathan‘&
regearch, concludes that the Jews from Rugjuk, a harbor city
on the Danube, had acquired from the Turklsh authorities the
right to collect taxes for travel on the Danube.l5

Generally speaking, there 1s ample evidence that during
the first three hundred years of the Ottoman rule over Bul-
‘garia the Bulgarian Jewish Communlty faired well economically. ‘
Although proaperity brought with it conéiderable cultural
growth, the small number of Jews in Bulgaria with virtually
no intellectual traditions falled to develop into a center
of leayning. Kvery Jewlsh community, regardless of its size,
had a synogogue, but only the largér communities had a Mildar,
a Jewlsh school, which was equlvalent to the Eastern Eupropean
cheder,

The best known among the teachers of these schools during
this period is Moses Ben Joseph Ventursa, also called Ventura
of Tivoli and Ventura of Jerusalem, He was educated in Jerus-
alem, and in the latter balf of the sixteenth century, he
settled in Silistria, Bulgaria., Rabbi Ventura was the author

of Yemin Moshe, a commentary on the Shulchan Aruk, Yore Qg}@ﬁ,l6

The PFrench Revolutlon and the Buropean wars following it, é
brought unrest to subjugated Bulgaria, a country that had been
under the rule of the Turklsh Empire for four hundred’yearso

In the first part of the nineteenth century there began an

active reslstance by Bulgarilan nationalists against the
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Turkish rulers, It 18 difficglt to agcertalin what part the
Jews of Bulgaria played in the Bulgarilan struggle for libera-
tion, which was greatly intensified in the second half of the
nineteenth century.

Arditti asserts that the Jews who enjoyed an autonomous
community statug under the Turks were reluctant to lend
support to the struggle for liberation., Since this gbruggle
was supported by the Russians, who were notorious for thelr
harsh treatment of the Russian Jews, the Bulgarian Jews re=~
alized that conquest and liberation of Bulgaria by Russla
might bring an end to the tolerant policies of the Tmrkﬂw17
Ardittl indicates, however, that desplite thelr reluctance to
gupport Bulgarian independence, the Jews dlid foremee Linb
the future Bulgarlan victory; and they, therefore, supported
the Bulgarian natlonal movement Iindirectly., It should he
noted, however, that Arditti brings no evidence in aupport
of these concluglions,

Baruch, on the other hand, tries to prove that the Bul-
gérian Jews had patriotic feelings toward thelr enslaved
fatherland, and he states that Bulgarlans and Jews worked

18 Baruchts

actlively together toward this revolutionary goal.
conclusion concerning the alleged patriotism of the Jews 1is
not convinecing, for 1t is diffioult to see how a minority
group womld work toward the independence of the country,
when the exlsting foreign ruler of the country assured it

a secure economlc and social position, Baruch does not
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support his conclusilons except for a reference to the fact
that Vaslil Levsky, the hero of the Bulgarlan underground
movement, did hide a number of times in Jewlsh homes while
pursued by the Turkish authorities.

As mentloned above, nelther Arditti nor Baruch bring
evidence to support their conclusions; Ardittl does, however,
present a more coherent @kplanation of the activities of
the Jewlsh minopity during the Bulgarian War of Libepration.
Additional support to the opinion that the Jews were not
activa during the astruggle against the Turks Ls found in.
Mr, N.M, Gelber's statement that during the 1880's there
_existed strong anti-Semitlc tendencies in Bulgaria,which
could be traced to the neutral attitude of the Jews during

thé gtruggle agalnst the Turksggo
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B, The Beginning of the Modern Perilod-
From 1878 T11) the End of the Flrst World Wap

‘ The years commencing with the liberation of Bulgarla in

1878 and terminating at the end of the First World War, for

the sake of conceptualization, can be considered as one unit,

despite the fact that not all events and conditions‘of these

forty years can be synthesized lnto a unitary historilc pattern.

The outstanding characteristic of this forty year perlod is

the relatlve freedom that the Bulgarlan Jewish Community

enjoyed, a freedom that the Bulgarian Jewish Community dld

not experience agaln for the rest of its existence, except for

a short interval under the liberating Russian armies in 1944,
The Modern Period is dilvided into flve major headlngs,

each intrinsicly related tO‘th@_others

A, The Internal Structure of the Bulgarlan Jewlsgh Community,

B. ‘The Educational System of the Bulgarian Jewish Community.

C. The HEconomic and Social Conditions of the Bulgarian Jewlsh
Communlty.

D, Anti-Semitism in Bulgaria,

E, The Zlonist Movement in Bulgaria,

A, THE INTERNAL STRUCTURE OF THE BULGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY

In 1878, the Congregs of Berlin recognized the indepen=
dent principality of Bulgaria, Article VIL of the Treaty of
Berlin required the newly~founded principality to grant equal
¢lvil and political rights to all of its subjects, including
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the Jewsd.
{

According to N, M, Gelbex:

The status of the Jewlsh andother minorities was
governed by & new program, followlng Western European
models, which was initlated by Dr. Konstantin Jirecek,
The !'Provisional Law for the Cultural Administration
of Christians, Muslewms, and Israelites,' drawn up in
1880, included a code for the Jewish minority, Article
TII, Sections UBO-U47 recognized the synagogue as the
local unit. Each synagogue was to be headed by a
council of three to five members elected with Tthe agslgm
tance of the rabbi,l

In 1902, in a democratic vote taken by the Bulgarian
Jewish Community, the Central Jewish Consilstory wasg estabe
1ished as the offlclal repregsentative of the Jews of Bul~
garia, Four years passed, however, before the Bulgarian
Forelgn Ministry and the Ministry of Religlons would grant
recognition to the Consistory aﬂ_the officlal spokesman for

2 The Consistory, from its

the Bulgarian Jewlsh Community.
establishment until 1919, was headed by the Chief Rabbl of
Bulgarla., The Jewish community was thu$ under a religilous
authority =-- an internal structure similar to the system
which prevailed in the majority of the Jewish communities of
Western Burope prior to the modern period, This seml-
autonomous arrangement wa g not always an amiable one. There
was a constant econfllcet between the Chief Rabbl of Bulgaria
and the membership of the Central Consistory. The first
Chief Rabbis in Bulgarlia were Gabliel Almozano and Moshe
Tadger, In 1886, Dr, Simon Dankowitz was appointed to this

post, and he was succeeded by Dr, Moritz Gruenwald who in
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turn was succeeded by Dr, Mapcus Ehrenprels .

The Jewish community in Bulgaria had its own Judicilal
gystem which was authorized by the Bulgarian Government bto
deal with mattérs pertaining to domestic relations and reliw-
glous guestions. The community was governed by the National
Jewish Council called Spor. The Shor was made up of delegates
who represented every single Jewish communlty, and its mos?t
impoftant function was to elect the twenty-one mambérs of the

Central Consistory once every three years.u
B, THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF THE BULGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY

Prior to the liberation of Bulgaria the level of school«
ing of the swall Jewish communlity of Bulgaria was generally
low, There were Jewlsh schools of the traditional type in
©all Jewlish communitles, but Jewlsh chlldren rarely, if evep,
recelved any secular education,?

The Alliance Israelite Universalle established its first
elementary school in Bulgaria in 1870, After 1878 the number
of the Alliance schools increased conslderably, and by the
turn of the century there were fourteen such schools opératw
ing in Bulgaria. These sgchools stressed, in addition to the
Bulgarian studies, the study of the French langu&geg_ and
it also included a very limited number of Hebrew subjects,
There 18 no question that the study of the French language
In the Alllance schools enabled some of 1ts graduates to

develop successful export-~import businesses in the beginnw
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ing of the present century, French was at that time the
commeréial language of Europe, and proficlency in the French
language was a necesslty for those who were involved in inter-
national trade.

As early as 1903 the Zionistst faction within the Consis-
tory demanded that the Alllance schools devote a greater part
of their curriculum to the study of Jewish subject3¢6 The
conflict between the Zlonlsts and the Alllance continued until
1920, when the Zionists galined control of the Consistory as.
well a8 of the Individual Jewish communities, This victory
of the Zionists brought about a complete reorganization of

the Jewlsh system of educatlon.

It 1s possible to sum up the development of Jewish educaw~ - -

tion in Bulgaria during this forty year period in a few words.
In the late nineteenth century the function of Jewish educa-
tion was in the hands of the local synagogues (through the

ean Talmud Torah). With the liberation, the Alliance system
gained a predominant place., Its neglect, however, of Hebrew
and Jewish subJec%s cauged such dissatiafaction_that the
educational system was centralized under the Consistory,

which in tumm reéulted in an incressed emphasls on Hebrey

and subjects of Jewish importance,
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¢. THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE BULGARIAN JEWLSH
COMMUN.ITY , *

(

In 1881 the first census of independent Bulgaria was taken,
At the time there were in Bulgaria 14,342 Jews out of a total
population of 2,607,919, The 1887 census, after Rumelia had
become a part of Bulgaria found the number of Jews to bé
- 24,352 out of 3,154,375, Bxpressed in percentage:, the number
of Jews in Bulgaria in 1887 was 0.8 per cent of the total
population,

Despite the fact that the number of Jews in Bulgaria doubled
during the half century following the 1887 census,; the percentage
of Jews as part of the total population never exceeded 0,9 peprw
cent.

The Jewlsh population of Bulgaria was concentrated prime-
arily'in a number of the larger clitles. Those Jews who lived
in the small villages and earned a living as "the middle man"
between the farmer and the c¢lty merchants were forced out of
thelyr economic functions by the farmerdd cooperatives between
the years 1910-1926.° | |

Mr, N, M, Gelber presents an accurate description of the

economic 1ife of the Bulgarian Jewish Community:

The general economlc situation of the Jews in Bul-
~ooc garia resembled that of the Jewlsh minorities throughe
out central and southeastern Burope. They were prew
eminently engaged in trade,but, industrious and persis-
tent as they were, did not dominate commerce or banking.
In a few enterprises leading positions were occupied by
Jews, but not in the country's infant industry. They
were bypical tradespeople and only in a few cases merch-
ants of higher rank, The economle structure of Bul~
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garian Jewry was, in fact, not particularly divers-
ified. The Jews had clung to certaln occupations

for decades, Lf not for centuries. Jewlsh business
leaders, such as appeared in Germany, Austyria, or
Czechoslavakia, simply did not emerge from the small
Bulgarian-Jewish group. Lven where a particular
branch was exclusively controlled by Jews, they did
not dominate the fleld in quesgtion as a whole, This
oircumstance is to be attributed to the activity of
the Greeks and Armenians as well as of the Bulgarians
in commerce, industry, and later also in banking,
which surpassed that of the Jews. The weakness of the
Jews'! social and political position in Bulgaria during
thege decades made them no match for their Christian
competitors. Emancipation had lndeed opened up for
them careers in the medical, legal and engeneering
professions, but even there Jews were not well represented,

The census of 1920 enumerabed 13,444 galnfully
ocoupied Jewish persons (11,522 men and 1,922 women),
oy thirty per cent of the total Jewish population,

Ag may readily be seen from Table IIL, the wagew~earners
outnumbered the self-~employed class to some extent,
while in the category of commerce, on the other hand,
comprising somewhat more than half of the gainfully
occupled Jewlsh population, the sgelfl-employed merchants
formed the majority (63 per cent). In this connection
1t may be noted that among all persons engaged in
commerce the Jewilish merchants formed 10,6 per cent of
the self-employed class,

In banking, the Jews played a negligible part. The only
banks that employed Jews were those which operated with forelgn
capltal., Some Jews acted as brokers for the inaurahce COW=
panies prior to 1918; wmost of them, however, were displaced

by demobilized officers and Russilan refugeeﬂalo

D, ANTI-SEMITISM IN BULGARIA

The Jews of Bulgaria took an active part in the Serbo-

Bulgarian War of 1885, and for thelr devotion to thelr fatherw

land many of them were cilted for herolsm by Prince Alexander
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Batemberg. The participation of the Jews. in this war diggm
ipated some of the anti~Jewish feelings that nad become man-
ifest when Jews remalned neutral during the Bulgarian War of
Tiberation.

According to N,M, Gelber, additional reason for the
pregence of dnti~$emitism in Bulgaria following the estab-
lishment of the independent state, was the hatred felt agalnst
Benjamin Disraell, Britain's representative to the Congress of
Berlin, who was held responsible for the territorial sac~
rifices imposed upon Bulgaria under the Berlin Treaty@ll

‘During the 1880's there were two ritual murder accusa-
tiong levelled against the Jews. Also in a number of towns,
the market day was held on Saturday =-- the equlvalent of an
economic boycott on the Jews. There was no overt anti-Sem-
{tlsm in Bulgaria, however, untll the economic crisis after
the Flrst World War. All evidence indicatesthat the Bulgarian
people; who had been persecuted by the Turks were, on the whole,
tolerant toward the Jewlsh minority during the first half cen-
tury of their independence. One can account for tbe small num-
‘ber of Jews who were employed by the Bulgarlan Civil Service
during this period by the better opportunities found in the
private enterprise, In addition, the Civil Service positlongs
were distributed according to party allegiance, and very few
Bulgarian Jews were actively involved in the Bulgarian polit-

ical life.,




E, THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT IN BULGARIA

The first local Zionist organizations in Bulgarlia were
established in 1895 by Mr. Joseph Marco Baruch in Sofia,
Pazarjlk, and Plovdiv. During the following year a National
Zionist Organization was set up with central offices in Sofia,

Herzl's Jewlish State had been translated into Bulgarian

shortly after 1ts publication in German. Herzl bimself vis-
ited Bulgaria twice in 1896, and he was welcomed by the Jewish
community as though he were the Messiahala

In 1897 Herzl invited delegate$ from the Bulgarian Zionist
Organization to participate in the Flrat Zionlst Congress,
Delegates from Bulgaria continued to participate in every one
of the World Zionlst Gongreﬁsesols

Many of the Jews of Bulgaria became ardent Zionishﬁ, Interns
al mtruggles between the members of the differeht factlons withw
in the communities continued taking place until the meeting of
the Second Congress of the Bulgarian Jews in 1920, At that
time the Zlonists claimed a majorlity, and new statubnes:were
adopted that proclaimed the national and religlous solildarity
of all Jewish inhabitantﬁ of the counbry@lu

The principles of the Zionlst movement served as guldelines:
for the Bulgarlian Jewish Community. Thus, the Bulgarlian Jewish
Community proclaimed itself an integral part of the Jewilsh

people of the world, This meant that each Jewlsh community in

Bulgaria had to allocate a portion of its budget to the Jewilsh
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national organization. Despitg the victory of the Zionlsts,
the internal struggles between the different factions contin-
ped. On the extreme vight were the so-called "notables" (the
wealthy Jewlsh element), who remained anti-Zionists, Thelr
antlthesls was made up of soclallsts and communists, who,follow-
ing the "Bund" principles, desired to abolish the religlous
1ife of the communilties and subgtitute the ILadino language for
Hebrew,

The Zionists wepre the only group who could pregent a
united fyront, and for that reason they became the leaders of

the Jewish community of Bulgaria until 19U8.
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; Co ﬁROM ?H@ ENDWOF‘TH% FIRST WORLD WAR
! B TILL THE RISE OF HITLER IN 1933

Bulgaria was Germany's ally during the First World War,
and the defeat of Germany was also the defeat of Bulgaria.
From that time on these two countries -- these partners in
defeat == were Jolned in destiny. One can hardly say that
this comradeshlp between Bulgaria and Germany was brought
about by sheer ldealistic convictlons, but rather,it was based
on a number of practical consideratlons which will be explored
in thiﬁ chapter.,

The German-Bulgarian alliance during World war I1 seems
to account for the salvation of the Bulgarian Jewish Commun-
ity during the war. This alliance dated hack to thelr common
fate during World War Y. Had Bulgarlia been on the vietorious
gide, that 18, on the Britlsh~French glde during the First
Worlid War, chances ape thét it would have remained neutral
during the Second World War, relying upon its mutual defense
pacts with England and France, Hitler would have overrun
neutral Bulgarlia, Jjust as he overran the other neutral coun-
tbies. And once Bulgaria would have become a conguered te-
rritory, nothing could have prevented the annihilation of

| the Bulgarian Jews by the Nazis,

History does have Lts paradoxes, The defeat of Bulgaria

in the First World War, a defeat hlghly lamented by the Bulw
- garian Jews who had taken an actlve part in this war, indirect-

ly brought salvation to the Jews twenty-five years later,

In this ohapter I intend to dilscuss primarily two sub-
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jects: flrst;Bulgarials integnal position in the post First
World War Europe, its relatlionship with Germany, and the rise
of anti-Semitism in Bulgarla; second, economical, Bocial and
political changes that took place within the Bulgarlan Jewish
Community during the fifteen years 1918-1933,

1. Bulgarial's Internal and External Conditlons

Prom 1918=~1933

At the end of the PFirst World War the Buropean nations

were divided into two camps, the victorious nations, and the

defeated nations. Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Bulgarila

" were among the defeated nations. The victors were not concerned

with the fate of the vietims and were not willing to help

them rehabilitate their rulned economies. There was no Marshal - -

Plan, nor the flow of private investment capital into the

defeated countrlies, Bulgaria, baving suffered territorial

. annexation and having undergone severe financial strain during

the war, wasg lelft with a shattered economy,
It mﬁﬁnobbsurpriaiﬁg, therefore, that Bulgaria witnessed
the rise of a number of super-nationalistic organizations.l

The first such organization, the Kobrat, was not antli-Semitic;

~indeed, 1t even welcomed Jews into 1ts ranks.a In the early

1920tg, the Homeland Defense (Rodna Zashtlta) and the Natlonal

Soclety for Political Renascence (Natzlonalna Zadruga Za

Politichesko Vozrazhdane), under the leadership of Dr. Alexander

Stalinski, were established. Both of these organlzations were

antimSemitio¢3
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In 1ts publications, The Homeland Defense continuously

printed news about the pogromﬁ and pergecutlions which were

taking place agalnst the Jews in the different parts of the

world, hoping, thereby, to lay the foundations for similar
treatment of the Jews in Bulgaria, Gelber says that at that
time, the majority of the Bulgarian journals, realizing the
goal desired by the anti-Semitle publications, protested vige-
orously by pointing out the loyalty of the Bulgarian Jews
toward their homelandﬂu

The infamous Dey Stuemer was already appearing in Germany;

many of its cartoons were being reprinted in the Bulgarian
language by the Homeland Defensge and similar organization$,5

The State of Bulgaria nevep had enough academic facilities
to traln 1its professional and academic cadres; subsequently,
many Bulgarian students were studyling in German uniVersities0
Many of these students, who during thelr stay in Germany were

exposed to the ldeology of the Natlonal Socialist Party, became

active supporters of the Bulgarian antl-Semitlc movement upon
their return to Bulgaria, .

The climax of tension bebween fthe anti-Semites and the

Jewish communlty was reached in 1932 with the Kalpakchief
Trial.

Dimitri Kalpakchief was one of the leaders of the Homew
land Defense In Sofla. During the fall of 1931, he and some

of nis strongmen began attacklng Jews at random, Most of the

vietims were attacked while on public premises (streets, parks,
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etc, ). In December, 1931,the( police finally apprehended the
young criminals and thelr leader, and on the 6th of June, 1932,
the trial was held, The trial was more than an ideologlcal
duel between the anbimSemit@s‘and the Jews, Durlng the trial
violent scuffles took place oubglde the court house hetween
the members of the Homeland Defense and the mewmbers of the
Jewlsh youth and Jewish veterans organizations. The court
found Kalpakchief‘guilty of violence, kidnapping, and attemp?t
to kill, and sentenced him to fifteen years in Jailw6
The general economlc and politlcal conditions In Bulgaria
during the early 1920's made good solil for an activevCommunist
Movement., Fearing Communism, extreme right elements toppled
the democratic government in 1924 and put an end to democracy
in Bulgaria for the following four years, There 18 no evidence
that the dlctatorial government was antl-Semitic; the atmosphere
generated by the_ruling elements, however, was not lavorable
to socialistlic ideals oy movements, and for that reason the
Zionist soclalists, "Poalel Zion," suffered a temporary set-
back in thelr attempts to unite all of the Bulgarian Zlonists
under the Poalel Zion leadership.7
Democratic life 1n Bulgaria was restored in 1987; but not
for long. In 1934, seven years later, another coup d! etat
took place, and this was the end of true democracy for Bule

garia.
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2, THE BULGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY FROM 1918-1933

Bulgaria always was, and still is, primarily an agricultural @
country. Industry has always been scarce and of 1little importance |
to its national economy, Bulgaria, since the Industrlal Revoluw-
tion, recelved its Industrial goods f{rom other European countries,
and it exported agricultural products in exhange . When, there~
fore, Buropean agriculture as early as 1922 sank into economic
depression Bulgaria was especlally hard hit by the depression,

The restriction on forelgn currency and forelgn trade, brought
about by the defeat in the war and the depression that ensued
after the war, Jeopardized the economlc solvency of the Bul-
garian Jews, Many Jews during the 1920's, primarily the petty
merchants, were thrown into thé'ranks of the working class, This
displacement of the Jewish merchants was also accelerated by the
establishment of a large number of purchasing and marketing
cooperatives among the Bulgarian farmers, which, by eliminating
the need for the middle~man, deprived many Jews of thelr liveli
hood, N. M, Gelber indicates in his statistical tables that
betweén the census of 1920 and that of 1926 the number of selfm
employed Jews decreased from 49,3 per cent to 41.2 per centgs

This sixteen per cent decrease of self-employed Jews in the short

span of 8ix years indicaltes a severe economic crisis,
Agtruk Caleb, who wrote the chapters pertaining to the demow-

graphle and economic conditlions of the Jews of Bulgaria in Eli

Baruch's book, sums up the sltuation during this period with two
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important ob&ervations' fivrst, tho perccntage of Bulgarian Jews
in rbjahion to the total populatian was decreasing; and 5econd,
the Jews each year were becoming poorer and,poovero9 The cone
sequence was stepped~up emigration, As Gelber puts it, "the
economic crisis,accompanied by manifest tendencles to oust Jews
from economic positions, prompted them (the Jews) to leave the
country. "10

The deterloration of the Bulgarilan economy, which brought
with it economic sanctions agalnst the Jews, coupled with the
rapld development of the cooperative movement in Bulgaria,
spurred the Jews to pool thelr available ecénomic resources into
the newly-organlzed Jewlsh cooperative bankslll

ELi Baruch, who in 1931 wrote a thesis on the Jewlsh coop«
erative banks, states that the capital of the 1&rga$t Jewish

|
: |
bank, Bank Geula of Sofia, was In that year In excess of 10045000 000[
1
].eav*z-ul‘3 Bank Geula served as the central cleapring house for all ]

i

the other Jewilsh banks,

Gelber estimates that the total capital of all the Jewish |
banks in Bulgarla in 1931 to have been 130,000,000 leva (which
at the prevailing rate of exchange was roughly $900,000)@13

The Jewish banks made an lmportant contribution toward the
economic improvement of the Bulgarian Jewish Community at a time
when the commercial banks were elfher bankrupt or unable to extend

credlt, Desplte the desire of the Jewish cooperative banks to

expand thelr capltal and activities, the changlng political condiw

tions in 1934 greatly curtailed their plan and brought about a




decline in the resources of the Jewlsh cooperative banks.

The deteriorating economy of Bulgarls, and the difficulties
“that this deterioratlon brought upon the economic status of the
Jews, did not have its'immediate.effects on the organigation and
morale of the Jewish community. In 1920 the community became
golidified with the Zionists occupylng the key positions in the
Consistory, as well as in the local communities,

The reorganized Jewish schools became the pride of the
community, Hebrew became & spoken language among the pupils,
Jewlsh vocational schools were opened to provide the students
who were inelined toward the vocatlons with means of earning a
livelihood,,lu

The peried between the end of the Flrst World War and the
1934 Revolution in Bulgaria was & period of great internal active
ity within the Bulgsarian Jewish Community., Most Zionist youth
organizations (HaShomer Halzalr, Maccabl, HaTzophe) were estab-
lished and prospered during the l9a0ﬂawl5 A number of Jewish
newspapers and publicatlons of Jewilsh interest were printed
during this period°16 |

Concerning the assimilation of the Bulgarian Jewry, Gelber
pays, "the trend toward assimilation, so characteristic of large
sectioﬁa of Buropean Jewry, wags virtually non-existent in Bul=-
garia, "7

. To gummarize: Shortly after the First World Wapr the Bule

garlian economy fell into a depression which affected the economic

position of the Jews, The Jews of Bulgarla were not able to
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preserve their economic statuse{ The Jewish banks served as a
temporary "shot in the arm” to help the Jewish merchants weather
the ﬁtarm.' Desplte the complications felt in thelr economic
status dufing theSe'y@&rﬁ, or perhaps because of them, the Bul=
garian Jewish Community made great progress toward its solidlficaw-
‘tion, primarliy with respect to its educational, polltical, and
cultural aspects,
D, The Period of Uncertainty-
From the Rize of Hitler t1ll the Outbreak of the War

A brief resume of events preceding 1933 will be helpful for
underatanding the 1mbact of Hitler's success on Bulgaria, The
defeat of Bulgarla in the First World War had glven rise to
extreme elements at both poles of the politlical spectrum. The
communists of Bulgaria, greatl& encouraged by the successful
revolution In Russia, were hoping for a similar success in Bul -
garia,1 The natlonalist elements, for thelr part, realizing

the possibillity of a communist revolubtlon in Bulgaria, toppled

the democratic government in 1924, Economic depression and
political uncertainty were rarely absent in the 1920ts,

Bulgaria, as yet, had no leader in the international arena
to follow, nor a power to Ldentify with, in its nationallstic
aspirations, The National Soclalist Party of CGermany was still
an objeect of mockery, while Mussolinl's success in Ibaly called
for a "walt and see" attitude,

Hitler's rise to power on March 23, 1933 gave Bulgaria the

needed impetus and unleashetl its latent nationalist Fasclst




forces, 4 (

According to Baruch, King Borils had never been overfond of
the constitutional monarchal democracy. He, therefore, could
not be expected to offer resistance to the collapse of pariiamenm
tary government. On the 19th of May, 1934, a little over a year
after Hitler's ascendancy to power, the coalltion government of
Bulgaria, which wag made up of three political parties, was oveps
thrown¢2

There were no battles in the streets, nor mass executions
of traitors. The Military Councill of Bulgaria became the ruling
power of the state, The head of this council was The king, Czar
Boris III, The new regime declared all politioal parties illegal
and enacted legislation which curtailed the democratlc freedoms '
of the people.

The new regime was at first not anti-Semitlic. This 1s eve
ident from the fact Ehat although all Bulgarian politlcal parties
were digbanded, the Zlonlst Soclalist Poalel Zién wag allowed to

cohtinu@ 1ts political activities, after petltioh was served to

the government to the effect that Poalel Zion wag an apolitical

organization¢3 Had the government wished to suppress Jewlsh

“life in Bulgaria, 1t could have declared the Poalei Zion, which

by then had become the ruling political party in Bulgarian Jewlsh

life, to be an illegal party. |
One, however, may present a different explanation for thils

tolerance., Any student of the history of the German Jewlsh

Community under the Third Reich, but prior to 1939, knows that
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the Nazl government encouraged the emlgratlon of the Jews from
Gexmany., The preservation of the Jewlsh political life in Germ-
any, and the maintainence of branches of the Jewish Agency in
the large German cltles, were a necessity for the actual organiza-
tion of Jewish emigration, Thus, the Germans permlitted the
existence of the Zionlst Organization for thelr own purpose,

The Bulgarian Communists,who had been under Turkish rule
for 500 years, and whose liberation was still rewmembered by many
of the older citizens, had always understood'the deep sentiment
and yearning that the Jews of Bulgaria had for Palestine, i
his 18 probably one of the reagons that the Jews of Bulgaria were
the most Zionist inspilred Jewish community in Burope., It is
possible that the Czar and hls Junta saw no advantage whatsoever
in the prohlbitlion of the Zionlst movement; while on the other
hand, they saw In its existence some possible advantages for
the future should a Jewish emigration from Bulgarila take place
en masse,

An additional word of explanation 18 needed s0o as to under=
ﬂtaﬁd the Bulgarisn view of Zionlstic aspirations, Bulgaria is
a8 nation composed of many minoritles -~ Turks, Greeks, Armenlans,
Gypsies, Jews =~ minorities which had: been living in Bulgaria
for many generations, HEach of these groups had preserved its
folk customs and traditions, While many Western European natlons,
much more homogeneous‘demographically, would have considered

active Zionlsm as an expression of disloyalty on the part of the

Jews toward his country,. in heterogeneous Bulgaria, Zionism was




N I

considered a natural manifeﬁtat}on of the feelings of the Jews
fof thelr ancient homeland,

The fact, however, that the new government and the Czar
treated the Jews bolerantly did not mean that all was well with
the Jews during this period., The spread of anti~Semitie. propagan-
da, which had begun in the 1920!s, intensified after Hitler's
agcendancy in Germany. AS early as March 31, 1933 (two weeks
after Hitler's victory) the biweekly publication Prelom, in its
first issue, demanded the expulsion of the Jews from Bulgariaau
Another anti-Semitic publication)é&ggggﬁgemanded that the Jews
of Bulgarila surrender their economic power by resigning from
theif key pésitionﬂ in industry and bankinge5 Since at that
time there were very'few Jews in key industrial positionsg, and
almost none in the financial world, it appears that the demands
expressed In Attack were borrowed verbatum from some anti.
Semitic German publication,’

Following the 1934 coup d' etat complete censorship was

jmposed on the communication media, and the newly-established

 Department for National Propaganda was used by the government

as an instrument for brainwashing the populationo6

According to Baruc?, the Department of National Propaganda
was directly responsible for the eruptlon of the Bulgarian
chaqvinistic spirit, Radlo programs broadcasting Fascist ideology
and anti-Semitic Lldeas helped achileve the goal of the new govern-

7

ment.,

The relationship between the Nazi Government of Germany and
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the new government of Bulgaria had more in common than ldealoglcal
similarities, According to statistics presented by Arditti, 52,60
per cent of Bulgaria's total exports in 1935 went to Germany,
whereas in 1926 only 19,49 per cent of Bulgaria's total exports
had been shipped to Germany. This constituted an increase of
over 150 per cent Iin lesis than ten yearmoa

During the six years)19suwl9uq)the Bulgarian Jewish Community
concentrated all 1ts resources on achieving hwovgoalas
1., The establishment of a united Jewlsh community
2, The mobilizatlon of all available means to dissipate the

increasing anti-Semitlc atmosphere among the Bulgarian people

The leaders of the Bulgarian Jewlsh Community were aware
of the difflcult times that awalted the Jewish community. The
ﬁncerbaln future called for a united front, free from Iinternal
strife. The conflict in the Jewlsh community was twofold: among
the Zionists groups themselves, and between the Zionists and the
non-Zionists, In 1935 David Ben Gurion and Zeev Zabotinsky signed
an agreement calling for cooperation between the two opposed
Zioniat factlons 1in the face of the Nazl danger in Europe. Thé
Ben Gurion=Zabotinsky Agreement, which later was rescinded, was
'not accepted by the Bulgarian Poalel Zionw9

Poalel Zion, however, finally realized the gravity of the

sltuation, and on May 22, 1938,the Poalel Zion Newspaper called
for internal armistlce because of the external danger,t0 The

practical results of this proposal were that Poalel Zion tried

to include in the Jewlsh .community, counclls, and in the Conm
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sistory, repregentatives of the opposition partiles (the nomn =
Zionists and the raviﬂionistﬁ), even though the votes of these
representatives were not needed since Poalei Zion had a majority
without them,*l |

As early as 1934 the Bulgarian Jewish Community, through its
elected represgentatives, appealed to the government to put an
énd to'bhé increasing anti-Semitic propaganda., The government
consented to th@me;appealsjand,for a timejintervened in the
activities of the organizatlons, which uﬁder the mask of national=~
ism, were Bpreading anti-Jewlsh propaganda among the populabion,
The government's intePVention‘was short-lived and ineffective,

The most important attempt to fight the increasing anti-
Semltic propaganda and feelings among the Bulgarian populatlion
was undertaken by Buko Piti, a Jewlsh journalist, who in 1935
and 1936 interviewed fifty-seven of the leading Christian Bul-
gariang, asking them the following questions: “What is your
opinion ébouﬁ the race theory? How do ybu explain the occurrence
of anti-Semitism? What 1s youb opinion about the Jews in general,
and the Bulgarian}Jewiah Community in particulan?” The personal-
iﬁies interviewed by Piti included previous prime ninlsters,
former secretaries of government departments, generals of the
army, and leading representatlves from the arts and sclences, All
those interviewed expregsed theméelﬁes clearly and inequivocally

agalngt antl-Semitism. In 1937 PLtl published the results of

his interviews under the'title, Bulgarian Publle Opinilon ‘About
the Race Theory and Antiwﬂemtbism@la Pitits book was published




at a propeyr time; it could not% however@ influence the official
position of the government, which was becoming completely depene
dent upon Nazl Germany économically,l3 | |

On the 19th of July, 1936,the E@EQ&&Hvaement wag founded
by nine prominent anti=-Semlteés, including Peter Gabrovski (who

" became the Secretary of the Interior during the war), Alexander
Belev (who 1n 1942 was appointed as the head of the newly estabe
1ished Commissariat for Jewish Affalrs), Kalitzin (who became
Belev's asslstant in the Commissariat) and others,

Ratnik was anti-Semitlc, and its leaders were responsible
for the wording of the anti-Semitic legislation passed by the
government in 1940, .

Another antl-Semitic movement, Branik, was founded early
in 1940, It was sponsored by the government and 1ts ultimate
purpo#e was to indoétrinate the Bulgarian youth into serving
their country falthfully. Branik was financlally supported by

the government, and shortly after its establishment, 1t became

an effective tool for the Bulgarlan PFascilst Government@lS
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1L, THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OE BULGARIA DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

A. Bulgarlats Role in the Becond World War

The study of the Nazi holocast demonstrates that the fate
of the Jews in a particular country at war was directly related
to the war enthusiasm in that country. To know and understand
the history of the Bulgariﬁn Jewlsh Community during the war,
therefore, necegpitates a short discussion of Bulgaria's
participation in this war. ,

Bulgaria is a Slavic country; the ethnic origin of its popula~
tlon 18 c¢loser to that of the Ruspiansg than to that of any other
people. In addition to this ethnle relation, the Bulgarian
people had for the pagt two generatlons been grateful To the
Russiang for liberating them Ffrom the Turks in 1878, ‘Three
factors, however, ablienated the Bulgarian people from their
Rusgian ethnic brothers and persuaded Bulgaria to Join the
Tripartite Pact, First, the Russlan Revolubtion put an end to
its monarchal system, while Bulgaria, desplte the dissatisfaction
of a considerable part of ita populaﬁion,-remained a monarchy.
The monarchal family was a cross between the German-English
house, on one slde, and the Italian monarchal family on the
other., BSecond, Bulgaria,which had territorial grievances against
its nelghbors, primarily Roumania and Greece, for the annexatilons
imposed upon it during the Balkan War and World War I, was

popeful to retrlieve its loses, in the event that Germany cong-

nered the Balkans, And third, Bulgaria's economy had become
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totally dependent upon Germanm during the late 1930%s,

In February, 1939, a special envoy of Hitler visited Czar
Boris with the purpose of persuading him to Join the Tripartite
Pact, This vielt was partiaily succesygful, Desplte the fact
that Bulgaria did not Joln the pact untill the lst of March, 1941,
a pro~German cabinet was established in Bulgarla on the 23nrd
of October, 1939, It seems, however, that the Prime Minister
of this'proéaerman cabinet, Glorgi Kiosiivanov, Was not congide
ered loyal enough by the Germans and thely Bulgarian supporters;
and on the 15th of February, 1940, a new cabinet was establishad
with Professor Fllov as Prime Minister. Gabrovski, who was the
leader of the Ratnik movement, wasg appointed'Miniater of Interior,

| Bulgaria was now ready to play the game, but not until she A
recelved her reward., On the 9th of September, 1940, Bulgaria was
given Dobrudja, which had been under Roumanian yule since its
annexabtion from Bulgaria at the end of World War I, It was now
Bulgariats "turn to deliver." On Pebruary 8th, 1941, a secret
agreement was made between Fleld Marshal List and the Bulgarian
General Staff, According to thls agreement, Bulgaria was to
obtain Greek territory to The séuthjand accegs to the Aegean Sea,
in return for which Bulgarla would permit the passage of German
armies through Bulgarian territory, On the night of February 28,
1941, German army units crossed the Danube into Bulgaria, which
on the next day, March 1st, became a member of the Tripartite
Pact,a Ap preward for lits coop@ration, Bulgaria acquired in

April, 1941, Macedonia from. Yugoslavia and Thrace from Greece,

1

5
|




Bulgaria was and still is one of the least significant

countries 1n Burope, and yet during the Second World War, Bule-
garia played its cards so well, that desplite its insignificance,
1t can be said that 1t was treated by Germany as 1 it were an
important ally which Germany needed for 1ts war plans.

Bulgaria, unlike Roumania, never sent troops to fight the

allied forces. Despite 1te geographic proximity to the Rastern
Front, not one Bulgarian soldler fought against the Russian
armies, Furthermore, Bulgaria, even though a member of the
Tripartite Pact since February, 19419 never declared war agalnst
Russgia, It 18 possible that Czar Borisg who was a master politi-

clan and a very shrewd person, had convinced the Germans that

it might have been demorallzing for the people of Bulgaria if
they had to fight thelr ethnic brothers, the Rusglans. |

Another anomaly was the continuation in Bulgaria both prior

to and throughout the war,of its parliamentary system. As
mentioned in the previous chapter, constitutional democracy ceased

to exist In Bulgaria with the coup d' etat of 1934, Subsequently,

Bulgaria cultivated 1ts own form of parllamentary government.,
And throughout the late 193078 and during the war years, the
parllament continued to functlon as the legislative arm of the
state., This parliament was no mere rubber stamp for the power
behind the government; 1t contained an opposition, which often
fought, however unsuccessfully, against the passing of certain

lawg, It 18 true that such politlcal parties as the Soclal

Democrats and the Communlsts were oublawed; other partles,
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nowever, such ag the Democratic Party, were legal and con=

. , (

stituted the opposition in Parliament. The cabinet posts, of
course, were divided among the members of the pro-German party,

the majority party,

B, The Anti~Jewlsh laws of Bulgaria

The first anti-Jewish laws in Bulgarila passed thelr first
reaﬂihg by the Sobranje on the Tth of October, 1940, five months
before Bﬁlgaria Joined the Tripartite Pact; a month later, how-
ever, Dobrudja was delivered over to Bulgaria, The final read-
ing of the law took place on the 2Uth of December, 1940, During
the three months whlch elapsed between the first reading of
anti~Jewish laws and their final reading, the Bulgarian Jewlsh
Community, lead by the Conglstory, did its best to prevent the
final passing‘of the law. A committee was eatablished to seek
public support against the law, while another committee was
appointed to gather, in a scientifilc manner, materials concern-
ing the Jews and their contributions to sboi@ty)and to prepare
arguments proving the inequlty of the :Lawm:L

The Bulgarian Jews were supported by a number of prominame
secular and religlous non-Jewlsh organizations, such as the
Iiterary Guild of Bulgaria; the Bulgarian Bar Assocliatlon, the
Bulgarian Medical Associatlon, the Greek Orthodox Church, particm
ularly Metropolitans Stephan from Sofla, Kyril from Plavdlv,

Sofroni from Vepatza, Neofit from Viddin, and many othexr private

£
citizens, @
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Additlonal oppogltion to the law came from the Workers

Party and thelr members in the Sobranje. On the other hand,

the veterans organizations were on the whole very enthusiastic
about the law and saw in it a measure of protection for the statea3
Desplte the opposltion, the law was passed and enacted on Jan-
vary 21, 1941, and was published in the Bulgarlan official Gazette,
‘pumber 16, on January 23, 1941,

These anti-Jewlsh laws formed part of the bwoader "Law for
the Protection of the Nation.," The first section of this law
deals with secret and aubversive,organizationﬁg the second secs
tion with persons of Jewlsh descent, and the third section with

anti-national activities, The fourth and final section contains
mostly penal provisions,

The translation of Section 2 of the law and of article 47

of Section 4 of the law 18 rendered in appendix A of this thesis,

Ce The Implementation of the Anti-Jewish laws

Since the Commissariat for Jewlsh Affalrs was not established
untll September, 1942, the Department of Interior was the govern=—
ment agency responsible for the lmplementation of the law in
the interim, The person in charge of the Jewish divisionlin
the Ministry of the Interior was Belev; who eventually became
the Jewlsh Commlssar,

The task lmposed upon the Jews was overwhelming: there were
forms to be filled, cards to be issued, property declarations

to be made, birth certificates to be sent for, and all in a

limited number of weeks, The original deadline for all
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veglstratlion was Aprll 17, 1941l. The government, realizing the

impossibility of the task, extended this deadline & month t11l |
the 17th of May, 1941, |

The most difficult part of the law was Chapter V,‘article
25, which imposed the "numerus clausus" upon the Jews, The
Jews were only one per'cent of the toﬁal populatlion; hence the
pasic "numerus clausus™ was also one per cent, The merchants
and thé profesglionals among the Jews exceeded one per cent of
the memberships of their profession, especially in Sofia, This
would have meant that a large number of the Jewlish merchants
and profesgsionals would become unemployed,

Another restriotion forbade Jews to be employed in the
Tields ofy; the sale of pharmaceuticals and thelr preparation,'’
the movien and theater business,; the publishing business, the
production and distribution of musical records and movie £ilms,
the ownership of houS@s of entertainment, and the acting as
customs agentsml

Additlonal restrictions agalnat the Jews were passed during
the months of June and July, 1941, First, every Jewish family
had to surrender its radlo to the post office for storage. It
is worthwhile to indlcate at this point that in Bulgaria, which
was at the time one of the most backward European nations, the
possession of a radio was a luxury,which only the well-to=do
could afford. During the same perlod, a nine olclock curefew
was 1lmposed by Gabrovski, the Miniﬁber of the Interior, without

the Sobranje's legislative actionga

i _ : | _ ]
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On June 13, 1941, the Sobranje passed an addlitional tax
law against the Jews, Every &ew, regardless of hls age or
citizenship, residing in Bulgaria, had to fill a declaration
of his total assets, real or moveable, within a month, The
property declared was subjJect to twenty per cent tax on its .
value, The declaration of one's total assets had to include
assets one possessed in Bulgaria, as well as abroad,-

The officlals charged with the execution of the new law
were'tc make the evaluatlon of the property listed, Since
the estimates given by these officials were very high, Jews
were compelled to offer heavy bribes to bring them down to
realistic levels.,

The new law brought to the Treasury of the Bulgarian Governw
ment close to one and a half billion leva, and economic ruin
to Bulgarian Jews. |

Ironically, at the very moment that the Jews in Bulgaria
were belng forced to close their businesses, Bulgarian citizens
of Jewish origim, reslding in couhtries occupled by Germany
were recelving protection from the Bulgarian Legation. Thus,
Menachem Abraham Confino was accorded protection by the Royal
Legation of Bulgaria in Paris:

. In view of the anti-Jewlsh legislation issued by the

(occupational) authorities (in France) the Bulgarian cit-

izens of Jewish origin enjoy the same protection as the
Bulgarian cltizens (residing in France) of Aryan origin,

Therefore, the Royal Legation 1lssues upon request
this letter to Mr, Menachem Abraham Confino, a Bulgarilan
citlizen who resides in Paris, bearer of Bulgarian passport
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number 132/1940,

(
This protection document igsued in Paris, January
149 194.!..0 ’

Signed: Charge de Affalrs of Legation, Mr, Contier”

The following document of September 24, 1942 testifies to
the termination of the privileged status of the Bulgarian Jews

in France:

From: the CGerman Embassy in Paris

To: Gestapo

SubjJect: Jews who are cltizens of Italy, Roumania, Bul-
garia, Greece, Hungary living in occupled France

LI

The Roumanian Government consented that its Jewish subjects
in France be treated as all other French Jews (i.e., can
“be sent to the BEast with the rest of the French Jews)., Bulw~
garla also agrees to similar treatment of 1ts subjects,
however, demands a detalled 1ist of all the candidates

for deportation of 1lts Jewish subjects who live in PFrance,

Signed: Dr., Zeitsebel®

The interventiong of the Bulgarian Ilegatlion on behalf of
the Bulgarian Jews In France can be explalined as follows,

1., From an economic point of view, the Bulgarian ILegation was

not willing to let the Germans capitalize from the property of
the Bulgarian Jews in France, and when the Jewish businesses in
France were placed under non=-Jewlsh administrators (the Germans 1
prepared a pool of tralned personnel’ for thisApartieular purpose ),
the Bulgarian legatlon insisted that the businesses of the Bul~
garian Jews in France be blaced under Bulgarian (non-Jewish, of

course) administrators, rather than the administrators appointed
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by the Germans@7 (

Additional evidence that economlc factors were the primary
motlves behind the Legation's protection of the Bulgarian Jews
in France 1s found in a document from thé German authorities

instructing the General Commissloner for the Jewlish guestion in

France, The document reads:

& WP

In the case of Bulgaria and other states..., thelr legaw

tions will protect thelr Jews and their businesses in

France. .. he total monies resulting from the sale, liguidaw

tion or operation of Jewish busipesses must be deposited

in the consulate's bank account,
2, DBesides the economic reason, there was also the factor of
Bulgarials reluctance to abandon its soverelgnty by surrendering
its subjects, It was only when other counbtries consented to |
have their Jews treated as French Jews that Bulgaria altered
her policy.

D, Further Anti-Jewish Decrees in Bulgaria and
The Desire for a Continental Solution to the Jewlsh Problem

The persecution of Jews has had a long tradition in
Christian REurope. And yet, the persecution during the Second
World War had no antecedents. It was not a mere pogrom or
gpontaneous short-lived riot brought about by accusations of
ritual murder, Because of thelr lack of precedent, the pers-
ecutors themselves weyre confused at first; they had no past
ekperiance on which to draw, This confusion was evident also

to Bulgaria.

The Bulgarian Foreilgn Minlster, Popov, visgited Foreign
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Minister Ribbentrop in Berlin on November 26, 1941, Popov
told Ribbentrop, among other things, that the Bulgarian Govern-
ment was encountering difflculties in the implementation of |
1ts anti-Jewish laws, Many of the Jews living in Bulgaria
were forelgn Jews, Hungarian, Roumanian, Spanish‘and others,
These countries demanded for their citlzens the same rights
and treatment accorded non-Jewlsh citilzens residing in Bulgaria.
Thus, the solution to the Jewish problém, Popov suggested, had
to be worked out together, in a uniform manner, by all European
nations, Ribbentrop answered Popov that it was Hitler's declsion,
that at the end of the war all Jews would have to leave Burope;
the Bulgarian Government, therefore, should not pay much attention
to the protests of nations complaining of the treapment of their
citlzens of the Jewish faith in Bulgaria.l |

A number of months before Popov's discussion with Ribbentrop
concerning the need for a joint solutlion to the Jewlsh problem,
the Germans themselves had become aware of the need for such
action, On the 29th of November, 1941, the Lieutenant General
of the 3,5, Heydrich wrote the following letber to Understate
‘Secretary Martin Luther: |

Deayr Party Comrade Luther:

On July 31, 1941 the Fuehrer assigned upon me, with
the cooperation of other interested agencles, to do all
the necessary organizational and economical preparations
for the broad solution of the Jewish problem in Europ@..a.e

I am inviting you to participate at a meeting to take
place on the 9th of December, 1941, at twelve o'clock noon
at the International Criminal Police Offices at Wannsee
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number 56-58, r
Similar letters were sent to & number of other high
S.8. officers and forelgn minlstry officlals.?

Becéuse of technical difficulties; the intended meeting did
not take place. This is clear from Heydrich's letter of Januvary
8, 1942, for in thia self~Bame letter Heydrleh calls for the
meeting with the same participants for the 20th of January, 1942
at the same place¢3

The conferende did take plade on this date and became known
as the famous Wannsee Conference, The Wannsee Conference decided
what the final solutlon for the Jewish problem would be,and
launched the implementation of this final solution, The credit
~for the final solution, however, must not be gilven to the Wannsee

Conference,since 1t had already been decided by the Feuhrer,
The conference only had to decide the ways and means of achileving
its realizationo”

According to William Shirer, no written copy of the final
golution orders has ever been i‘ound0 It was probably glven
verbally to Goering, Hlimmler, and Heydrioh,5

The only part of the discussilon of the Wannsee Conference
that pelates directly to Bulgarla is a comment by Luther that
the Foreign Minlstry expected certain difficulties during the
executlion of the final solution in the North European countries;
"on the other hand, the ministry could not foresee great ALLL

leculties for Southwest and Eastern Europe, "0 Bulgaria is in

Southwest Burope, and was.-one of the countries where the Forelgn
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Ministry, according to Luther, ?oresaw no difficulties,

To the Wannsee Conference there was enclosed as an appendix,
an elght point plan for action written by Luther and Franz
Rademacher, the Amtslelter of Deparitment Deutchland III (Inland
ITI), Point number five of the appended proposal states:

A declaration to be sent by us to the Roumanian,
Slovakian, Bulgarian, and Hungarian governments that
we are prepared to “"evacuate” to the East the Jews
living in these countries.

The Wannsee Conference was for many Jewlsh communities the
beginning of the end. It is true that the systematic extermina-
tion of Jews in Europe began with the German invaslon of Rugsia
g1lx months before the Wanneee Conference, The executors of this

extermination, the Elnsatzgruppen, however, were small mobile

units, who despite theilr efficlency, could not solve the Jewish
problem of the enbtire continent, For that task a more efficient
machinery was needed, and the Wannsee Conference inltiabted the
conagtruction of this machinery, |

The decisions reached at the Wannsee Conference no doubt
were communicated by eilther Luther (via the German Foreign
Ministry personnel in the different German embassles of the
Buropean capitals) or Heydrich (via the 8.8, police attachés
in the embassies) to the governments mentioned 1n the Lutherw
Rademacher plan,

A month after the Wannsee Conference on the 17th of Feb~
ruary, 1942, the Bulgarian Sobranje legislated a new anti~Jewish

law, Paragraph seven of this law ruled, "that 1t is forbidden

for people of Jewlsh origin to own real property, with the exce

pwa

N
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tion of the property needed fom peraondl shelter and employment,"
All property which the Jews could no longer own Was CONe

fiscated by the sbtate for bhe state, and compensations were to
be glven to the Jewish owners in the form of twenty year, three
per cent government bonds, for the total value of the property
confiscated., The value of the confiscated property was determ-
ined on the basis of the declaration by Jews in the total assets’
gtatement of 1941.@, The government refused to acknowledge the
fact that inflation, meanwhile, had rocketed prices by about

250 per cent, Since the bonds were never'issued to the owners
of the confiscated property anyhow, the fallure to compensate
Tor inflation made no difference whatsoever,

At the time when the Wannsee Confervence lald down the deéim o
slon as the ultimate fate of the eleven million Jews of Europe,
Hitler's arﬁiea in the Fast wére 811l riding high, even though
they had not conquered their targets, Stalingrad and Moscow.
‘Hitler's victory seemed certain, and yet the Bulgarilan Government,
unlike the Roumanian Government, was not ready to lmplement the
Wanngee Conference declsions,

Two reasons brought about that delay, a delay which ul=
timately resulted in the salvation of the Jews of old Bulgaria:
Mrst, Bulgaria was not flghting a wayr; there was no electrifying
tengion or war paralysis in the alr, There were no military
Justifiicatlons for the disposal of the Jews, as Lln Roumanla

where over 100,000 of the Jews of Bukovina and Bessarabla were

In the way of the Roumanian~German armies, On October 17, 1941,
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the German Legation in Roumania  reported:

According to information recelved today from General-
direktor lecca 110,000 Jews are being evacuated from Buko-
Xing and»Bessarabia into the feres@s of"tge'Biﬁ River area.
So far as he (Lecca) could learn, this "Aktion" is based
upon an order lssued by Marshal Antonescu. The purpose
of the actlion is the liguidation of these Jews,?

Second, Bulgaria had no reason Go dispose of 1its Jews; thelr
property was belng steadily confiscated by the state, What
other benefits could result from execubtion? DBut Bulgaria, even
if there would have been the need for the disposal of its Jews,
could not have done the Job alone. Mass execubtlon takes exec-
utors, as well as many other resources, and the ma jority of

the Bulgarian people would not have cooperated in such a venture, .
TheuJeWH,couid have been disposed only 1f there had been a

strong demand on the part of the masses, But in 1941 there

was very little of this type of pressure., Thus, disposal of

the Bulgarian Jews in 1942 would have been possible only by

the exportation or evacuation of the Bulgarian Jews to Germany.
This, the rulers of the country, the Nazi Bulgarians, would

have consldered as a goal which was possible to attain, 1f public
reactlon could have been eliminated. Fortunately for the Bulw
garian Jewish Communibty, the "relocation"” of the Bulgarian Jews
by the Germans in LO42 was impossible, a8 1s evident from the

following document aent)by Luther on the 19th of June, 1942 to

the German Legatlon in Sofia:

Iff eventually (during negotiations between the Bule
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garian Government and the German Gestapo in SofiaJ it is
asked by the Bulgariangl whether Germany is willing to accept
the (Bulgarian) Jews for their evacuation to the East, an-
swer in the affirmative, Concerning the time of evacuation,
the answer should be evaslve and accompanled with the explana-
tion that the present evacuation of the Jews from Germany,
Poland, Slovakia, and Roumania have already reserved all our
transportation facllities to such an extent that it is most
likely that the acceptance of the Bulgarian Jews by the
German Government | would be impossible thils year,

. seWhat would be the sum that the Bulgarian Government would
have to pay [per head for the removal of the Jeng is not
clear yetb, ‘

Please bring up the problem of compensation without
agreeing upon a specific sum [as yel].

Signed: Imther?

_ The German destruction machinery in mid-1942 was not function~-
i;g as yet at its optimal capacity. The malin bottleneck was the
‘soarclty of transportatlon facilities which were employed around
the clock supplying war materials to the Russian front, The Germ-
ans, however, were willing, and would have been able, after 1942,
to relleve Bulgaria of its Jews, The international picture had

changed radlcally, however, during the six to eight months follow-

ing mid~1942, Thus, despite the fact that in the beginning of 1943 -

Germany was ready and able to take the Bulgarlan Jews, thelr plans
dld not materialize, for by 1943 the Bulgarians could see the

"writing on the wall,"”

and thelr opportunistic foresight helped
them discern which way the "wind was blowing,"
On the 21lst of July, 1942, the German Iﬂé&tien in Sofia sent

the following letter to Luther in Berlin:

. On the occasion of the birthday of the helr of the throne
[?rince Simeogj the Presldent of the Central Jewish Consistory




in Bulgaria, Joseph Geuron, sent a congratulatory telegram
to the Czar who answered the telegram with the following
text as published in the Consistory Bulletin of the Tth of
July, 1942:

To: Joseph Geuron, the President of the Central Consistory
of the Jews in Bulgaria -

I sincerely thank you and the Bulgarian Jewry for the
regards and good wisghes which you have expressed upon the
occasion of the helr's blrthday,

Signed: the Czaprll

The above reply on the part of the King, printed in the Con-

sigtory Bulletin, reached the hands of Beckerle, the German Minister‘
in Bofia, and its text was forwarded to Berlin.

I don't know how to interpret the public expression of thanks
toward the Jewlsh community on the part of the Czar., It may be
seen a8 a depire on the part of the head of state publicly to
manifest the fact, eSpeoialiy for the beneflit of the anti-Semites
in the government, that he,.the King, still consgildered ﬁhe Jews
‘as Bulgarian citlzens, Whatever the splrit of the Czar's message
was to express, it had no immediate effect upon the Government's
official policy against the JeWﬂ?aS we #ee from the additional
anti~Jewlsh laws published during the summer of 1942, These laws
were confirmed by the cabinet on the 26th of August, 1942 and

printed in the 0fficlal Gazebtte on the 29th of the same month.

The new decrees, which were to supplement the original anti~Jewish
decrees of January, 1941, were much mopre severe than their antecedw-
ents,

The translated rendition of the new anti-Jewish laws can be

found in Appendix B of this thesis,
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Article one of the new 1&w{created a Commissariat for Jewilsh
Affairs -- an independent agency to deal with the Jewish affalrs.

Article four decreed that there was to be no right of appeal
concerning the decisions of the commissioner,

Article twenty-nine concerns the Jewlsh community of Sofia
(50 per cent of the Jewish populatlon of Bulgari&)ﬂand decreed
their deportation from Sofia to the provinces or outside the
c&untrya ji.es to the Eastern territories, Article twenty-nine
wag the [irst hint gilven to the Bulgarian Jews; or to part of them,
that deportation.out of Bulgaria awaited them,

The Bulgarian Government and the German authorities were
gebting ready for the final solutlon of the Bulgarian Jewish
Community. |

On September 24, 1942, less than a month after the new decree
became effective, Undersecretary luther sent the followlng letter

to Baron Von Ernst Welzsaecker, the State Secretary of the German .

Foreign Office:

The Forelgn Minlster [ﬁibbemtrop ordered me by tele=
phone today to hasten, as much as 1t is possible, the
evacuation of the Jews from the different European countries.
In reality, the Jews everywhere |in Europé| are begpmlng ac-
tive against us, and we must conglder them gullty | respon-
slble’| of mabotage (against ugl ,

After the minlster heard my report as to the evacuation
measures agalngt the Jews of Slovakia, Roumania, and the
occupied territories, the minister [ﬁibbentrog] igsued an
order that negotiations should be established with the governw-
ments of Bulgaria, Hungary, and Denmark in order to ime
plement the plans for the evacuation of the Jews of these
countries immediately.,

Signed:s Luthept?
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A clear cut change in the German policy toward the Bulgarian
Jews took place}with this new order from Ribbentrop to ILuther.
fxactly a month prilor to ILutherts 1étterg the German Government
had not as yet been brepared to act upon the Jewlsh problem in
Bulgaria., This is evident f'rom the following letter sent from

| Ribbenbtrop, via Feldmark, to Luther on the 25th of August, 1942:

[

4. With regard to Bulgaria [the Jewlsh community of Bul-
garial, at present we should not go furthe¥ than the
concluded agreement of July 6 and 7, 194213 '

The agreement concluded on July 6th and 7th bebween the

General Secretary of the Bulgarian Ministry for Forelgn Affalrs,

Shishmanov, and Beckerle hadvﬁaken place in Sofia, The Bulgarian

Government agreed that all Jews of Bulgarian citlzenship living.
outside of Bulgarla in the German sphere of influence should no
longer enjoy protection from the Bulgarian ILegations in the coun~
trlies of their residency., As for the Jews in Bulgaria proper,

the eventual solution of the problem was agreed upon in principle

without any detalls being discussed with respect to ilmplementation.

Thus, a decisive change had taken place between the end of
August and the end of September, 1942, The Germans were now

willing and able to take care of the Jews of Bulgaria,

Even less than ten days before Luther's letter to VWelzsaecker

of September 24, 1942, Ribbentrop was still not ready to deal

with the Bulgarian Jews,as we see from the following letter from

Ribbentropts office to Luther from September 15, 1942:

14
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The Forelgn Minlster |Ribbentrop| s of the opinlon
that concerning negoﬁiationé with the Foreign Bulgarian
Minister aboult the deportation of the Bulgarian Jews,
we must still wait,

Signed: Von Sonnleithnerl5

A search through all the documents avallable from this periad

has failed to reveal the reason for Ribbentrop?s change of mind
with respect to Bulgarian, Hungarian, and Danish Jews, It is
possible that the German National Railroad Company and the 5.5,
déstruction machinery had glven Ribbentrop the green light; there
18 no evidenwge, however, to this effect,

The Bulgarlan Government and the German Government had been
discussing, In general terms, the possibility for a final solution
for the Jews of Bulgaria since the Bulgarian IFForeign Minister,
Popov's visit to Berlin in 1941; nothing concrete, héwever, had
ever been mentioned in thelr negotiations, It was always on
"agreements in brinciple" without specific plans or offers and
dounteraffer& being made,

The end of the generalities and preliminaries came with
Lutheris telegram'#1?69 of the 16th of October, 1949Jt©.the

German Iegation in Sofia:

In accordance with the conversatlons held here [ Ribben-
trop's decigion | please come in contact with the Bulgarian
Government and discuss with them the guestion about the evacua-
tion of thelr Jews to the Hast in accordance with thelr new
laws (refeying most likely to paragraph 29 of the August,

1942 edictj, We are ready to accept these Jews., The forth-
coming evacuation (of the Jews| from Roumanla does establish
the possibillity for technical tooperation between the two

"aktions"..,To make up for the expenses involved, we suggest
that the Bulgarian Government take pabt in these expenses and




- began thelr El-Alamein offensive on August 31, 1942, and neither

as a starting point we may agree upon the sum of 250 marks

er Jew |, Judging from the_attitude with which this notice

to the Bulgarian Govarnmenﬁl 18 accepted please also notify
them [once they agree to the deportation] that we are willw
ing to make avallable for the actual execution of the deporta-
tion one of our advisors [experts) on the Jewish problem who
18 at pregent working abroad [in one of the other European
countries] . _

Signeds Luther16

At long last the Germans were ready for the Bulgarian Jews, but
certain events had taken place meanwhile in the war arena., The
Axis countries were already losing the war in the last months of
1942, General Sir Bernard Law Montgomery and General Sir Harold

Alexander; the two newly appointed British commanders in Africa,

Rommelts "Afrika Korps" nor the Italian divisions could stop them;
During thé months of September and October there was an expectancy
in the alr concerning allied landings in the Mediterranean, and
on November 8, 1942, Anglo-American troops under General HEisen-
hower embarked on the beaches of Morocco and Algeria, Meanwhlle,
the summer of 1942 was coming to an end, and Hitler's armies bhad
made no real progress during these months most favorable for
Germany's offensive action, With the onset of winter, Russia was
gathering strength and getting ready to take the offensive.
Bulgaria followed the war news closely., Was it possible
ﬁhat they had "bet" again on the wrong ally? Perhaps it was not
too late; after all, Bulgarlia was Germany's ally, but its armles

were not fighting on any front., It may be that for the near

future, until the war clounds.would clear up a bit, and permit one
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to evaluate future pbssibilitieﬁ, a caution and moderation by the

Bulgarian Govermment would be judlcious. And 1t was exactly

caution and moderation that the Bulgarian Government expressed

in its reply to Beckerle concerning the evacuation of the Jews,.
The CGerman Légation in Sofia sent on the 2nd of November,

1942 the following telegram #1839 as a reply to the Berlin tel-

egram #1769, In the telegram Beckerle sald:

& I have discussed the matter [of the evacuation of the

?L? Jews | extensively with the [Bulgarian] Prime Minister

8 | [F1lovl He brought to my atfention the fact that the Bulw
garian Government relies upon the Jewish labor power, which
they will mobilize and use for the consgtruction of roads,
Otherwlee, the German proposal concerning the rest of the
Jews [l. e, those who cannot be mobilized for labor group@]
deserves congratulations [is welcome).

He [the Prime Minister| told me that he will bring up
before the Cabinet the German proposal (which he has done
meanwhile), Because at present there 1s a great shortage
of labor power, especially for road constructlon projects,
1t seems that for the time being the Cabinet has not reached
a decision concerning the problem (Jewish problem] since
I have not as yel received their final decislon,

An additLonaL telegraphic report will follow as soon as
possible,

Signed: Beckerl@17

Additional information about the Jewish problem was sent to
Beckerle from the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry via verbal notes
dated November 12, 19423

The Bulgarian Government 18 very content that its desire
to bring the Jewish problem in Bulgarla to its solution has

aroused such an interest on the part of the German Government,
Judging from document Yad Vashem 486234 quoted above, 1t

was Ribbentrop's decision of September 24, 1942 that the
time for the deportatien-of the Bulgarian Jews had come, thus
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~ the opening statement of thilg verbal note 18 absolutely
deceptive] While reconsidering the matter | the Jewlsh
problem] in the past the Bulgarian Government always met
with dTfficulties since 1t was imposslble for it up to
pw to evacuate the Bulgarian Jews in whole or in part.
This statement 18 llkewlse deceptive in that no such
evacuatlion attempt had ever been undertaken or considered],
For that reason the Bulgarian Government very readily
agreed to the German proposal that a general evacuation of
the Jews of Bulgaria and Roumanla take place, without the
creation of difficulties In the political and economic
gtablility of the country, On the other hand, the utiliza-
tion of the labor of the Jews, which is cheap labor power
for the public roads construction projects, must not be
delayed any longer, It must be utilized at present since
we cannot divert agricultural labor power to these projects,

. The Bulgarlan Government will be grateful if the German
Government would Inform us about the plans for the evacuatlion
of the Jews of RBoumania, so that we would be able to pass
gimilayr regulations for the fundamental solution of the probw
lem,

The Bulgarian Government in principle 1is ready to pay
a total sum for The removal of the Jews but feels_that the
proposed 250 marks per person is a very high sum,t

The content of the above verbal note was forwarded by Beckerle
to Berlin on the 16th of November, 1942019

A thorough analysis of the above-quoted documents does convey
the impression that a certain progress toward the solution of the
Jewlsh problem in Bulgaria was taking place. The German Minlster,
Ribbentrop, initiated thisldevelopment by Indicating that Germany
wag now ready to help Bulgaria. The Bulgarlan Government, followe
ing Germany's lead, was now acting toward the solution in what
seemed to be a manner satisfactory to the Ggrmans., And yet,
certalin events occured in Bulgaria during the fall of 1942 which

must be lnterpreted by a keen observer as a relaxation of the anti-

Jewleh measures,
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What were these events that serve as the complete antithesis
to the conclusions that may be draﬁn from the documents Just clted?
Filrst, on ﬁeptembef 27, 1942, about 350 Jews gathered before the
Minlstry of the Interior (Gabrovsky's office) to protest their
expulsion from Sofia to the small towns in the country. (See
regulation #29 of the August, 1942 laws, in Appendlx B of this
thesis)s The date for this expulsion for all the unemployed Jews
of Sofia was two days later, September 29, 1942,

To the amazement of all the employees of the Ministry, 3ec-
retary Gabrovskl, instead of issulng an order to the police to

disperse the Jews away from his offides, came to meet the protes-

torg and delivered a half an hour speech to calm the Jews, Among
 other things, Gabroveki mpid that the worst was already over., |
At the completion of his speech Gabrovskl personally éccepted
from each and every one of the Jewlsh persons assembled there
their petition for the postponement of the expulsion decree.ao
Furthermore, according to both Arditti and Hilberg, on the
following day, September 28, 1942, Gabrovski ordered that the
presg abstalin from publishing any articles about the Jewlsh
problem (In 1941-42 the press was the primary instrument in the
anti-Jewlsh public opinion campaign)) since the Jewish question
in Bulgaria had already heen regulated.21
In addition to 1lifting the anti-Jewlsh campalgn of the pﬁess,
Gabrovski told Commissar Belev, on a number of occassions during
this period,that the Cabinet and the Czar desired an alleviation

of the anti-Jewlsh attivities and a less severe treatment of

Jews 022
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Was Gabrovski's speech, war@ reception, and order to the
press just a bluff, a clever device employed to disperse the
fears of the Jews and make them forget the coming danger? The
following German source, quoted by Hilberg, would prove that
perhaps Gabrovskl was not bluffing, i, e., that thé Bulgarian
Government was procwstinating to galn time. Hilberg says:

On November 9, 1942 the RSHA [Reich Securlty Main Office]
Foreign Intelligence Chief, General Schellenberg, sent a
report on Bulgarlian anti-Jdewlsh developments to Luther,

The report revealed evidence of deliberate procwastination.
The Bulgarian Government said the RSHA had come to the con-
clusion that with the latest anti-~Jewish ordinances the
"ooint of toleration" [das Mass des Ertraglichen ] had al-
ready been exceeded, [l.e., that the Bulgarian Government
does not feel the need for further antili-Jewish measures) 23

Any student of the German war machine during the Second World
War knows that there was great Jealousy and rivalry between the
departments of the different services., Often, officlals from
different departments worked on the same assignment with or
without each others' knowledge, Beckerle was a S,4, man, while
Hoffman, who wasg the police attaché In the German Embassy in
Sofia, was an 8,5, man, In this capaclty Hoffman served as the
Bulgarian 5,5, representative, and it was his duty to report to
the RSHA,

It 1s possible that the RSHA complaint was based upon reports
from S,5. Hoffman, rather than upon information which was sent
by Beckerle to the Forelgn Office and then passed on to the RSHA,
Perhaps the 3.8. was getting impatient with Ribbentrop's postpone-

ment of the solution of the Bulgarlian Jewlsh problem., It 18 also
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posslble that the RSHA complaint(was bagsed upon information sent
by Beckerle to the S.8, Office rather than the Forelgn Office,
Generally speaking, this usually was not the case Bince the Foreign '
Ministry aﬁtaché% could communicate only with their home office
in Berlin, Hilberg indicates, however, that Beckerle was in good
relatiohs with the 5.8., desplte hils S,A, affﬁ.lia’cion,24 Beckerle,
seing that the Forelgn Office (Ribbentrop) was reluctant to take

: action against Bulgarla's Jewry, may have tried to change Ribben-

trop's mind by applylng pressure upon hlm through the 5.8, (RSHA) , f

Additional evidenee for some velaxabtlon of the anti-Jewish

Laws in Bulgaria during the fall of 1942 comes from Arditti, who,

. on the basls of an unguoted source, says:

The Mlnister of Justlece, Partov, met with Commissar
Belev on the 30th of September, 1942, Partov insisted
that the Jews should not be forced to war the "yellow
star” nor should they be evacuated from thelr homes ((refer-
1. ing to the Jews of Sofia|. Also the Minister demanded from
o Belev that the pressure upon the Jews be eased,?b

A diffioult phenomenon to explain with relabion to the Jewlsh I

problem was taklng place in Bulgaria during the months of Septeme
ber, October, and November of 1942, The Bulgarian CGovernment,
as stated by Beckerle on November 16 in hig report to Berlin was
satisfied that the Jewlsh problem in Bulgaria was golng to be
solved soon, At the same tlme we have internal evidence (Gabrovs

skil's speech as well as external evidence, the RSHA report) that

the pressure upon the Jews in Bulgaria was being reduced, The

lack of enforcement of the wearing'of the yellow star is further
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evidence which atﬁeSts to.ﬁhiﬁ fact, At the beglnning of
October,~1942, about 26 per cent of the Bulgarian Jews recelved
the yellow star, At the same time, although 80 per cent of the
Jews still had not received the star, the government ordered
that the production of the stars be halted, The government!s |
order was Jjustlified on the grounds that it was necessary to
economize on electrical power, The factorles producing yellow
stars were shut down¢86

Hilberg says that following the halt in the manufacturing
of stars "many Jews who had already been wearing the star took
1t off'agéin, while others continued wearing 1t in an arrogant
manner, plnned next to a patriotic symbol, such as a plcture of
the Czar or the Queen,?!

In an additional report from the RSHA, Schellenberg reported
to Luther that a partial explanabion for the reduction of the
pressures on the Jéws of Bulgaria is to be found In the protest
of some forelgn powers such ag Italy, Hungary, Roumania, France,
and Spain, These countries expressed dissatisfaction concerning
the measures taken agalnst thelr subjects of Jewlsh falth who
were temporary residents of Bulgaria, The protest notes were
gserved to Forelgn Minister Popov by the legations of the respec-
tive countries, who in turn showed them to Belev with the inben-
tion of convincing him to reduce the pressure upoh the Jews,,28
The events in The history of the Bulgarian Jewlsh Community

during the concluding months of 1942 are permeated with contra-

dictions. Degpite the fact, however, that there are evidences
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pointing to a certailn relaxatiop, the officiai machinery, the

commissariat, under Belev, was planning for the final solution.

B, The Fimal Solution
It is befitting that I begin the writing of this tragic
chapter by quoting from the personal experiences of my father,
Abraham Asa, who during 1943 was the Vice President of the Jewlsh

community of Burgas:

One morning about mid-February, 1943, a telegram addregsed
to the Burgas branch of bthe Commissariab for Jewlsh Affairs
was delivered by mistake to the office of the local Jewish
community. Not reallzing that the telegram was not for us
I opened it and read the following order sent from the Com~
missariat of Jewilsh Affairs in Sofia to the Commissariat of
Jewisgh Affairs in Burgas:

tPlease arrange that a Medical Doctor of the local office
of Public Health visit the Jewish homes in Burgas for the
purpose of performing delousing E;t is my father's contentilon
that the Commissariat wanted to Justilfy the evacuation of the
Jews from thelr cities on the basis of medical necessiby, il.e.,
by proving that the homes of the Jews were a menace to The
health of the publicl. The results of the delousing must be
reported to Sofla since this information 1s necessary for
the planning of the forthcoming expulsion of the Jews.f!

To my fortune the local director of the post offlce was
a very good friend of mine, I brought the telegram to his
office, explained the wmlstake that had occurred, and he
promised that his office would correct the situatlon by re-
typing the telegram and sending it to its addressee.

The next morning I visited Mr, Gerschev, the local Com=
missar of Jewish Affalrs who was a good friend of mine since
our Joint military service during the First World War, I
used to visit Gerschev at his office a number of times weekly
and was always welcomed there, That particular morning the
Commlssar seemed nervous, Asg soon ag I sat down he told me
that he was going to share with me some secret informatlon
pertaining to the Jewlsh community of Burgas, and that I,
under the risk of losing my own life, must not reveal to any-
one the source that made this information available to me,
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Then he showed me the telegram which by mistake I had
already read the previous day. After reading the tele-
gram and belng told by Gerschev that deportation of the
Jews of Burgas would ensue, I asked Gerschev for a travel
permit (by that time Jews could travel only with a permit
card issued by thelr local commissar ) to Sofia so that I
could inform the Central Consistory about the forthcoming
evacuation f course without revealing the source of my
information] .

T left for Sofia where I met with the Central Consistory
members and informed them about the evacuation, At the
time they had no knowledge of 1t as yet; I was told, however,
by the members of the Consistory that they would employ
sources of information and would inform the different Jewish
communities about the future, I returned to Burgas,

During the last week of February, Commissar Gerschev
called me to his office to show me a telegram sent from
Sofla demanding that the local commissariat should send to
Sofia a list of those Jews of Burgas who were considered
to be the leaders of the Jewish community, political enemies
of the regime, and wealthy and influential members of the
community.

I left for Sofia again to see the members of the Con-
sistory. This time I was told by them that they had also
received information that "something"” wasg in the planning,
The members of the Consistory were golng to try to meet
with some of the philosemitic influential Bulgarlans, asking
for their interventlion in the matter,

I returned to Burgas where we began preparing the Jewish
community for the evacuation whilch wag to take place for the
Jews of Burgas on the early morning of March 10, 1943,1

What stages of preparation and planning preceeded the above
orders for the evacuatlion of the Bulgarian Jewish Community? On
December 4, 1942, the following letter was sent by Klingefus to
Beckerle in Sofia:

We have come to an agreement with the Gestapo that 5,5,
Hauptsturmfuhrer Dannecker will be attached to the German

Police attach¢ in Sofia to be available for all the arrange-
ments concerning the evacuation. Dannecker has already worked
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in this capacity in France and is well equlpped to deal
with all problems that may come up,

With respect to the claim {on the part of the Bul~
garian Governmenﬁ] concerning the rate of payment [demanded
by ug ] for the efpenses involved [(in the evacuation] please
make 1t clear that this sum has been arrived at after con-
sidering transportation, food, and camp expensesg., On the
other hand, the Bulgarlan Government will handsomely profit
from the expropriation of the assets of the Jews [after the
evacuation],

It is left up to you to negotlate with the Bulgarlan
Government for the reductlon of the asked price, however,
without making a counter offer that will obllgate us, As
a minimum sum we would accept 100 marks per person,

Slgned: Klimgenfusa

Dannecker arrived to Sofia on Thursday, the 21lst of Januwary,

19433

On January 22, Beckerle sent the following report to Berlin:

i The Minister of the Interlor, Gabroveki, and I had

i 8 long conversation about the situatlon in Bulgarla., He
~dwelt on the Jewish problem and said that there 18 no
point in having a discusslon in public about the problem,
but rather he calls for action, He has already done much
in the past and will continue in the future...e

In the course of our conversation we also spoke about
an antl-Jewish exhiblt, to which Minister Gabrovski objects,
In my opinion the Minigter 1s complebely mistaken [with
respect to the exhibit\., There is no question that the Bul-
garlan public shows enthusiasm in the execution of the economic
anti~Jewish laws, But the true meaning of the Jewish problem,
they still donft understand, In Bulgaria there are only a
few rich Jews but a rather large number of poor Jews who earn
thelr livellhood as workers or artisans, The common Bulgarian
who hag been ralsed with Greeks, Turks, and Armenilans does nob
comprehend the true meaning of the Jewlsh problem and has no
understanding concerning the race questioN.e..

. s sGaDIrovekits position concerning the evacuation of the Jews
e is that we must first expel the Jews that reside in the
liberated provinces [Ehrace, Macedonialo Bince Dannecker 1s
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about to arrive [at Bulgaria |,I preferred not to enter deeply
into the discpssion on that subject without first informing
you about it M4

Gabrovskl, thus proposed that the final solution be applied

for the time being only toward the Jews residing in Thrace and
Macedonia. The Bulgarian Government including Gabrovski must

have known well in advance, however, that the expulsion of the

Jews from 014 Bulgaria (which would have followed after the comple«
tion of the expulsion of the Jews from the new 1&nds)_wou1d have
caused conaiderable protest on the part of a large segment of the
population, and that such an expulsion could have been conducted
succegsfully only 1f carried qut suddenly, The evacuation of the
Jews from Thrace and Macedonia would have afforded an opportunity
for thé: philosemitlc elements in the country to orvganize in protest
against the expulslon of the Jews from Old Bulgaria, and this would
,:? have brought about results the very opposite of that which Gabroveki
[; desired -~ swift, orderly evacuation. Thus, it seems that as

| early as January, 1943, almost two months before the planned

expulsion date, the government had already declded that only the

Jews of the liberated provinces would be sacrificed on the altar
of' German=-Bulgarilian friendship. So much and no more, But this
could not be told to the Germans; the game had to be played to the
fullest, and so the Bulgarian Government did,

On February 8, 1943 Beckerle sgent an additional repog% to
Berlin: /

Encloged you will find two reports by Dannecker, the
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first dealing with the evacuation of the Jews {rom Bul-
garia and the second with the treatment of the Jews of
foreign citizenship and converts to Christianity.

o s s GAbrovskl agailn cbnfirmed his deslre to evacuate all

the Bulgarian Jewg, but for the time being we limit our-
selves to the Jews of Thrace and Macedonia since the Jews
of 0ld pulgaria can be used as a labor force in Bulgaria
proper,-

Before presenting the text of Dannecker!s reports, I would
1lke to raise the following questioha If the Bulgarian nation -

was in such dlre need for labor forces that 1its Jews could not

be evacuated, why didnft the Bulgarian Government think aboub

utilizing the Jews of Thrace and Macedonlia for labor purposes,
too? They were at least as healthy and capable of road con-
struction projects as the Jews of Old Bulgaria., Second, the
Jewish labor force that was mobilized never amounted to more than
a few thousand men between the ages of 20 and 40 (In 1942 the
age limit was raised to 42 years and in 1943 to U6 years). It
is difficult to believe that these few thousand laborers (which
by the way in January, lo42 were not as yet mobilized for the
current labor gseason) were 8o essential to the economy, that for
the sake of thelr utllizatlion Bulgarilia had to put up with over
40,000 unproductive Jews, Germany desired an expulsgion of the
entire population, rather than of its unproductive element only.
Thus, in my opinlon, the indispensabllity of the Jewlsh labor to
the economy of the country was not the real reason for the post-

ponement of the evacuation of the Bulgarian Jews,

The following is the number on réport of Dannecker to LV BlY
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(Eichmann®s office) of February 8, 1942:

On February 2, 1942, I was introduced before Minister
Gabroveki who expressed the desire for the evacuation of
the Jews of Thrace and Macedonia...but he made 1% clear that
according to him there 1s no possibility for the evacuation
of the Jews of 01d Bulgaria since he would like to utilize
thelr labor for public Works,.. '

Finally, the Minister sald that all the details [@onm
cerning the evacuation_| should be worked out with Belev,

Meanwhile, Belev sent the[following report to the Minlgter!s
Councll for their approval: Dannecker summarized the Belev
report rather than enclosing the full text

A, The problem of the evacuation of the Jews from
Thrace and Macedonia including undesired Jewish
elements from the border provinces of Bulgaria
[propex:]0 Thrace and Macedonia have about 14,000 ;
Jews, Belev foresees the total number to be ;
evacuated as 20,000, |

B, Later Belev [in his report] considers the eventual
evacuation of all the Jews and expresses the opinion
that caution must be used while the evacuation of
part of the Jews is taking place so that t&i Jewish
men will not join the resistance movement {the under-
ground[. For that reason Belev suggests that ilmmedlate-
1y alT Jewish men between 17 and 46 years from Old
Bulgaria -~ from Sofia first -- be called to labor
groups and be put into labor camps. hie was Belev®s 't
veport to the Council, and now Dannecker continues
with his report to IV B

The forthcoming evacuation of the Jews depends upon the
length of time used by the Ministerts Council to approve
Belev'!s proposal. This approval 18 necesSsaly gince orders
must be given to the Department of Rallroads L In Bulgaria
the railroad was run by the state[, the Department off Food
and Provisions, the Department of Police, and eventually ==
for there will be need for army trucks -- to the Department
of Defense,

According Lo Belev,the culmination of the preliminary
. preparations |l.e. the gathering of the Jews in transitory
N - camps 1n the railroad stations | may take 4-6 weeks, As soon
as exact numbers of Jews and the railroad sgations are :
decided upon, I will sign a written agreement [about the matteﬁ]
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with Belev, f
o s oFurther reports will follow,
- Signeds Dannecker6

It can be clearly seen from the Gabrovski-Dannecker conw-

vergation on February 2, 1943, that the Bulgarian Govérnment
was wllling for the present to evacuate the Jews from the new
territories only.

As soon a8 Dannecker heard the decilsion, in principle, as
conveyed by Gabrovski on February 2nd, he managed to see Belev
on the same day to work out with him the technical detalls about
the expulsion,

The following 18 the report sent by Belev to hls superior,

Gabrovski, regarding his February 2nd meeting with Dannecker:

. s sAccording to Dannecker,..

1. The evacuabtion must begin in March and approximately
10,000 to 20,000 Jews must be evacuated every month,

.0 The evacuees will lose their Bulgarlan citizenship
upon their transfer to the German authorities....

.ssDannecker declared before me that according to his
it understanding the issue has been solved in principle

1 between you Gabrovsk{] and Beckerle, I told Dannecker
b that I am not informed about that agreement, and that I
will report our conversation [between Dannecker and me |
to you,hoping to come to an arrangement between us as
goon a8 the Minister's Council approves the plan.

[Tho following 18 Belev!s opinion and not the reporb
on his conference with Danneckerl

P
®

+ If the evacuation of the Jews beglns, it would be wise
if 1t includes the Jews of 0ld Bulgaria, After the
[ deportation of The Jews from Macedonia and Thrace, the
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Bulgarian [01d Bulgariaﬁl Jews would constantly live
under the fear that any minute they may be expelled,
and this fear may cause them to_react in a way bhat

will cause many difficulties,..J

Belev, unlike his superior, Gabrovski, would have liked the
deportation to include, in addition to all the Jews from the 14ib-
erated lands, some 6,000 Jews from Old Bulgaria. In this respect,
there was some difference in opinlon between the Minister's Councll,
on the one hand, and Belev, on the other, as we see from the
following reports, The first is from Dannecker to Elchmann sent
on February 16, 1943:

On February 12, 1943, the (Bulgarian) Minister's
Council after prolonged discussion approved fully Belevis
plan, Thls means that simultaneously with the deportation
of the Jews [{l.e, of the new areas | the Jewish males [of
the old areas\ would be mobilized For labor projects,
seoln order to reach the number of 20,000 Jews, Belev, in

line with my proposal, will add lto the 1ist of the depgrtees
from the new lands\ the "undesired Jews" from Bulgaria,

A second report was sent the same night by Beckerle to the

Foreign Office in Berlin:

Today the Prime Minister informed me that the Council
hag approved the evacuation of 20,000 Jews from the 1ibw-
erated lands, while the Jews from Sofia and 0ld Bulgaria
for the time being will be mobilized into labor groups for
the benefit of Bulgaria,...

Signed: Beckerle?

As indicated in the first document, Belev told Danneckerp that

some Jews of Oid Bulgaria would be used to make up for the total

of 20,000 Jews, the number designated in the Minister's decision,

]
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The second report, based upon information by Filov, the Prime
Minister, ﬁtatés that according to the decision of the Council,
only the Jews from new Bulgaria were to be deported,

There is no question that the decision of the Minister's
Council, as conveyed by Fllov to Beckerle, ls thé authentic de=
cislon, while Belev!s communication to Dannecker concerning the
same decision, is distorted. Belev's distortion, however, was
not baseless, DBelev, because of his position as the Commissar of
Jewlsh Affalrs,knew that there were not 20,000 Jews in new Bulgaria;
as a matter of fact, there were hardly 14,000 Jews there, Since
Belev knew that 20,000 Jews was the number that was designated
for deportation by the Ministerts Councll, it was obvious to him

that somehow he, through his field commlssars in the different

towng of 01d Bulgaria, could add about 6,000 Jews to make the
total 20,000 Jews as decided by the Council.

That the deportation of Jews from Old Bulgaria was Belev's
idea, 18 proven by the followlng. On February 22, 1943, 8 written
agreement was reached between Belev and Dannecker about the forth-
coming deportation of the Jews, Hereby, follows an exact trans-

lated transcript of the first paragraph of the origlnal agreement:
An Agreement

concerning the deportation for the time being
of 20,000 Jews Erom-bhe-new-Bulgarian-lands,
Thraece -and-Macedanla * to the German Eastern

territories.

’ *The original document-contains the phrase "from the new
Bulgarian lands, Thrace and Macedonia," which were subsequently
crogsed out as shown here,




‘Bulgarian lands, Thrace and Macedonia.” The meaning is certain}

i i et i w <o - —
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~ seven words from the original text? I possess only a photocopy

7L
Reached Between

The Bulgarlan Commlssar of the Jewish Affairs,
Alexander Belev, on the one hand and

The German Plenipotentiary Captain of the 8,8,
Theodor Dannecker on the other hand,

l. Following the confirmation of the Ministeris
Councll Ervem-the-new-Bulgarlan-tards, Thrase and
Maeedenta 20,000 Jews =~ without the disdinction
of age or sex -- wlll be prepared for resettle-
ment,

The German Releh 18 ready to accept these Jews :
in its BFastern territories, ;
(The rest of the agreement, paragraphs 2,3,4,5,6,7,

8 and 9,deals with the bechnical side of the deporta-
tion)

Sofia, the 22nd of February, 1943.

Signed: Belev

Beekerl#lo

The original text of the agreement containsg the following

words repeated twicéxwhich were then crossed out, "from the new

the agreement originally was to include the Jews from the new

provinces, The question 18, who crossed out, in each case, these

of the original document; scholars, however, such as Nathan
Greenberg and BenJamin Arditti, who have seen the original

document, concur that the crossing of the seven words was made




by Belev, the proof being that Belev's signature of the document
and the crossing of the seven words are both in black Lnk,
while Dannecker's signature was made with green ink,l}

Following his agreement with Dannecker, Belev and his assig-
tants began sending orders and instructions to the commlssars
of Thrace, Macedonia, and the Bulgarian cities from which the
6,000 additional Jews were bto be evacuated, The plan called
for 3,500 Jews from Sofla and the suburbs. An additional 1,000
to 2,000 Jews were to be evacuated from ten other cilities,

Who were to be the 6,000 Jews to be deported from Old Bul-
garla?

Memo #5712 sent by Lukov, one of Belev's assistants, from

“Sofia to the commissars in the ten clitles from which 1,000 to'

2,000 Jews were to be deported asked for:

1. A 1list of all the wealthy and influential Jews nmust
be prepared within twenty-four hours, '

2, The list is to Include those considered to be the
' leaders of the community as well as those who are
known to be enemies of the present reglme,l2
On March 2, 1943, the Minister's Councll voted upon order

#127, and accordlng to Protocal #32 decided to, "assign to the

Commissariat of Jewlish Affiars, the deportation from the borders

of our country, in agreement and cooperation with the German
authorities, up to 20,000 Jewish residents of the newly-lib=-
| erated lands (The following decision 18 not to be publighed |
R in the Official Gazette),"l3

8o far, I have not found any evidence that anyone except
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Belev, Dannecker, and thelr agstlatants knew that 6,000 Jews from
0lLd Bulgaria had been included in the total number of 20,000 Jews,
On March 2, 1943, however, the Minister's Council passed ordey

#116, which was based upon a motion presented by Gabrovski. Orden’

#116 reads:

»2eAll the persons of Jewlsh origin who will be deported'
outside of the borders of this country are thereby auto-
matically being deprived of thelr Bulgarian citlzenship,
assuming that up to that time they have had Bulgarian
citizenship.t
The reason thet makes one sugpect that at least Gabrovski,
and perhaps some of the other ministers, knew of the inclusion
of some of the Jews from Bulgaria (proper) in the forthcoming
- expulsion is based upon the fact that the Jews from the lib-
erated lands could not have been consldered as Bulgarlan cltlzens

according to order #3156 from June 10, 1942, This order stated

as follows:

A1l the Yugoslvalan and Greek citizens that resided
in the newly liberated lands in 1941 thereby auto-
matically become Bulgarlan citlzens,  Thils decree does
not apply to people of Jewish originolJ
The question that should be asked here 1s5:, If the Jews of
the liberated lands were not Bulgarlan citizens, as we Bee from
the June 10, 1942 decision by the government, then why did
Gabrovski propose to the Cabinet that the Jews destined for
deportation were to lose thelr Bulgarian cltizenship? Ir

Gabrovskl had in mind for deportation only the Jews of the new
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lands, then obviously his motion to the Cabinet would not make
sense 8ince these Jews were not Bulgarilan citizens ahyway.
Therefore, I must conclude that by March 2, Gabrovski had accepted
Belev'!s proposal That some 6,000 Jews from O0ld Bulgaria be included
in the March expulsion. It was for the sake of these 6,000 Jews
that Gabrovski presented his motion before the cabinet members

who approved it.

Following the approval of the Belev plan by the Minister's
Gouncil on March 2, 1943, the Commissariat was glven a free hand
to implement 1its plan. |

The concenbration of the Jews from Thrace into temporary
camps was the first stage of the master plan of the Commissariat,
and it began on March 4, 1943, .

On March 9, Druger, the German attache in Kavalla, Thrace,
sent the following report to Berlin via Beckerle in Sofia:

oo oS0 far, 4,500 Jews have been concentrated in Gorna

Djumaya |raillroad shipping poinﬁl v e s dn@ Greek popula-

tion exhibited empathy for the deported Jews and in

Kovalla and Drama they brought presents to the Jews,

~«soThe Bulgarians living here, genefally speaking, con=
gratulated the removal of the Jews, who almost without

an exceptlon were Greek cltizens, from this part of the

country.

Signeds Drug@r16

The master plan called for March 9th, five days after the
"aktion" in Thrace was completed, as the time designated for the
beginning of the "aktlon"” against part of the Jews from Old Bul-

garia., There are no origindl documents at hand enabllng one to
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‘peconstruct the events that took: place during these five days.
Only secondary sources are available, primarily the correspondance
~and reports sent by the German Embassy of Sofia to Berlin, Also
available are the memoirs of Bulgarian Jews who iiéed in Sofia

at the time, but these memoirs, as we ghall aee,}ar@ nighly
subjective,

Before I describe the events that took place in 0ld Bulgarla,
the quesﬁion may be asked as to the reasons for the seeming callous-
ness and indifference on the part of the Jewlsh Consglstory in
Sofla and the Jewlsh community of Bulgaria in general for the fate
of the Jews of the newly-liberated lands,

As indlcated previously, desplite the fact that the newly
liberated territories were "returnéd" to Bulgaria by the Germans,
their political status, and subsequently the Bﬁatus of thelyr Jews,
was not the same as that of the Jews of Bulgaria proper, The
Jewish community of the new territories were not represented in
the Central Consiatory, Complete iack of communication existed
between the Jewish community of 0ld Bulgaria and that of new Bul-
garia. Another factor that complicabed the fate of the Jews of
Thrace and Macedonia was the fact that these areas were not

politically represented in the Bulgarian Sobranje, and as 1t will

be seen, the first actual step toward the prevention of the ex~
pulsion of the Jews of Old Bulgaria was taken by a delegation of
political deputies in the Sobranje, Thus, 1t may be sald that
the tragic fate of the Jews of the new lands took place because

n

they were the resldents of "no-man's land,” so to speak. We have
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already seen that the Bulgariap Government had denied the Jews
of the new lands citizenship, making them 'stateless" Jews, The
Bulgarian Government had to cooperate to a certain minimal ex-
tent with the Nazi destructlion machinery, and these 13,000 Jews
made an easy target.

It is necessary at this time to discuss the events that
took place in Sofia betwéen the 4th and the 9th of March, 1943,

A1l sources indicate that the first step protesting the
expulsion of the Jews from 0ld Bulgaria was taken by a delegation
from the city of Kyustendil, headed by the Vice-presgident of
the Sobranje, Peshev, who was the elected répreaentative from
Kyustendil. Peshev intervened before Gabrovskl, the Miniateb
of the Interior, on behalf of the Jews of OLd Bulgaria. The

report of Hoffman, the police attaché/of the German Embassy in

Sofia, testifles also that Peshev was the imtiator of that protest.,

Since Hoffman's report directly pertains to the entire problem
of the Bulgarian Jewlsh Community,l have rendered here its full
text,

The following 1s the report sent by Hoffman frdm Sof'ia to
the Gestapo headquarters in Berlin on April 5, 1943: |

I am able to report that a total of 11,434 Jews
have been deported, Out of this total, 4,221 Jews
from Thrace were transported by shlps from Lom to
Vienna [on the Danube River ] and 7,122 Macedonian
Jews were shipped by rallec...

Here 18 a short report concerning the Jewlsh
problem in Bulgaria:

1. The starting polnt was Gabrovski's announcement that
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the Bulgarian Government was willing to evacuate the
Jews of the new territories, 14,000 Jews were des-
tined for this deportation, Belev, who 1s a ¢on-
vinced anti-Semite, from the very beginning (of the
evacuation plan \ included 6,000 Jews from 01d Bulgaria,
Gabrovski consented to this inclusion [ for a total of
20,000 deportees |, The plan for the deportation of
20,000 Jews was approved by the Minlster's Councile, ..

Everyone who is famillar with the local conditions (in
Bulgaria | knew that difficulties would develop with The
approach of the time for the evacuatlon of the Jews.
These difficulties developed with respect to the evacua-
tion of the Jews from 01ld Bulgaria. Belev foresawithe
comlng of these difficultieg and removed the Intfluential
Jewlish leaders from the clties of Plovdiv, Kyustendil,
Rusjuk, and Varna,and interned them in a local concentra-
tion camp. Belev 8 planning to do the same thing for
(the Jews of Sofial The fact that some Jews of 0ld
Bulgaria were also to be included in the "aktion" became
known, Bulgarian political clrcles which were in dlg-
agreement with the governmentis anti-Jewlsh policles
began to exercise pressure upon Gabrovskl, Especlally,

a delegation from Kyustendll, headed by Peshev, the

Vice ~president of the Sabronje, intervened for the Jews
before Gabroveki. It must be further admitted that
Gabrovekl recelved a hint from the highest source that
the evacuation of the Jews from 0ld Bulgaria be stopped.
At any rate, on March 9th, Gabrovski ordered, without
consulting Belev, that the Jews from Old Bulgaria, who
were already gathered [for the evacuatiog%,be released,
Thie [the release} took place on March 10th, The release.
of these Jews caused serious unease [feeling of insecuritgﬂ
to the police chiels of the towns concerned.

Despite these facts,it would be erroneous to suppose that
the Bulgarilan Government, and especially Gabrovskl triled
seriously to sabotage the "aktlon.," The German Ambassa-
dor intervened several times when some difficulties arose,
for example, when he saw that the" aktion" did not pro-
gress,

With uis repeated interventions before Fllov, Beckerle
secured the promise of Filov that the Bulgarian Goverhne
ment 1s resolved to deport all Jews, In order to under=
stand properly the Jewish polilcy of the Bulgarian Govern-
menty Lt should be stressed that the Jewlsh problem which
exlsted in the Reich does not exist in Bulgarla. Surely,
there are Jews in Bulgarla who have succeeded in attain-
ing key positions in the Bulgarian economy, but thelr
number 18 very small.,
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and racial preconditions which are needed in order
to motivate the people toward an immediate settlement
of the Jewish problem, as was the case in the Reich,

The policy which the Bulgarian Government follows with
regard to the evacuation of the Jews 1s based malnly
on materialistic interests, for example, the distribu-
tion of the property of the deported Jews to reliable
Bulgariang for the purpose of satisfying them;and at
at the same time, especlally in the newly acqguired
territories, replacing the restless Jewish element
with reliable Bulgarians,

The Bulgarian Government is wilthout doubt ready to
deport the Jews from 0ld Bulgarla, too, but it has
decided to avolid by all means the possgibility that

the Jewish problem in Bulgaria be in the focus of the
world press, Only thus, can we explaln why the Bul-
garian Government declaved to the Swiss Ambassador,
for example, its readiness to permit the ilmmigration
of several thousand Jewish chlldren to Palestine. Bub
at the same time the German Ambassador, who went immed-
lately to see the Bulgarian Prime Minister (concerning
the promise made to the Swiss,Ambassadcé} recelved

a declaration (another promis@] that the éransporﬁ of
the Jewish children,to which the Bulgarian Government
agreed in theory, w{ll be sabotaged in practice,

The Bulgarian Government trles to save face in the
outside world, but they wlll not obstruct the dew-
portation of their Jews., Certainly, the German Ambassa~
dor must from time to time pursue the matter in order

to keep it moving.

That this 18 the real attitude of the Bulgarian Governw
ment 18 seen from the followlng case:

Prime Minister Filov declared to the Swiss Ambassador,
who represents the British lnterests in Bulgarla and

in this capaclty protested against the deportation of
the Jews, that the Bulgarian Government is definltely
regolved to carry out the deportation of the Jews since
thig 18 more human than the alr bombardments carried

: out by the allled alr forces against non-military

! I objects, such as old people, women, and children, Also
with regard to the guestion of permits for ilmmigration
to Palestine, Filov declared to the Swiss Ambassador
that there are not any unemployed Jews in the S3tate
(The Swiss Ambassador was inquiring about possible immiw
gration of unemployed Bulgarian Jews |,
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Furthermore, the anti~Jewlsh propaganda which was
relaxed for a certaln period is now gaining full
speed,

‘As to Peshev, he submitted together with forty other

deputies from the coalition parties a petition against
the supposedly bad treatment of the Jews from the new
territories during evacuations. During a secret meet-
ing of the government parties [goalitioﬁl the govern-
ment recelved the full confidence of thé Sobranje for
1ts treatment of the Jewlsh question. In a public
sesslon the Sobranje vice-president, Peshev, was
deposed from his office as Vice-president of the
Sobranje (ie was the first one to sign the petition
protesting the treatment of the Jews|.

If we conslder the fact that in Italy, Hungary, and

-Spain all three countries are (German allies the

Jewlsh problem is not yet actively treated at all
l.e, the deportation of the Jews here has not been
initiated yet™| , then we can conclude that the Bul-

garian Government works actively in the solution of

~the Jewlsh problem despite the restrictlions which

usually arise in the Balkan countries Lgoffman 18
refering to the inefficiency of the Balkan countries!
governmentd |,

In addition to the Swiss Ambassador, who intervened in
the capacity of acting representative of England; the
Spanish Ambassador tried to protest to Prime Minister
Filov against the deportation of Jews of Spanish nation-
allty including Spanish nationals.

Also, the Catholic Bishop of Skopile, Macedonla, inter-
vened with the chlefl of police in Skopie in favor of
Jews who had converted to the Catholic failth, In cases
where converted Jews were already interned in the camps -
he, the bishop, asked that he be allowed to render them
religious guldance,

We have to assume that other forelgn diplomatic misgsions
in Sofila intervened agalnst the deportation of the Jews,
but the Bulgarlan Government has not changed its attitude.

The repercussions of the deportation on the public opin=-
ilon may be evaluated as being positive since there are
many people here who have no steady lncome, It is hoped
that with the removal of the Jews from the economy Bul -
garians could profit by taking over the Jewlsh position
in business.
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6. Taking into account these clircumstances,we must regard
the accomplished deportation of 11,343 Jews thus far
as satisfactory. Since 20,00 Jews was agreed upon,
over 50 per cent was achleved,

Because of the diplomatic reasons of tact,the [German|
Ambassador will be temporarily forced to refrain from
active pursult of the deportation of the Jews from 01d
Bulgaria as he mentioned in our last private talk.

But since Prime Minister Fllov promised unequivocally
to the German Ambassador that the Jews of Old Bulw-
garia will be deported, therefore, the Ambassador wlll
at a time which will seem proper and fitting try to
intervene again for the solution desired. ’

Meanwhile,...Dannecker 1s in constant contact with Belev
in order to ascertain that Belev provides Gabrovski, the
Minister of Interior, with an acceptable plan for further
additional deportation, .

Baged on thls sltuation we may assume that the deporta-
tion from Bulgaria will be continued in the near future,

Seen and approved byt '
- Signeds HoffmanlT
Beckerle

The above report from Hoffman to Berlin indicates that the "aktion”
against the Jews of Old Bulgaria had been temporarily halted for
two reasons. First, pressure was applled by members of the So-
branje upon Gabrovskii and second, Gabrovski was given a '"hint”
from the highest source, The highest source In & monarchy is
the King, in this case Czar Boris.

There 18 no difference of opinlon among the number of scholars
who have written on the subject of the Bulgarian Jews during the
war as to what was the "ultimate cause' that prevented the 1m~

plementation of the deportation of the Jews, There 1is, however,

disagreement among the scholars concerning motives,
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Benjamln Arditti is of the ‘opinion that this "ultimate
cause" was the Czar, who never shared any anti~Semitic feelings,
and who could not sacrifice a part of his people for the sake of
better Germanmﬁuigarian relations,

Nathan Greenberg, on the other hand, pictures King Boris
ag a convinced anti-Semlte, who in the face of a strong protest
and the possibility of internal dlsharmony, declded to postpone
the "aktion" at least temporarily.

Before I proceed with an alternabive explanation, Lt may be
helpful to add a number of personal detalls about Arditti and
Greenberg, »

Arditti was, and always has been, a member of the Revisionist
Movement in Zionism, Ab present; he is in Israel where he serves |
as a member of the Knesset representing the "Herut" Party, which
1s the extreme right wing party in Israel.

| Greenberg, on the other hand, has political leanings diamet -
rically opposed to those of Ardltti, Thus, Avditti, due to his
personal political views, 15 trylng to prove in his work that
the Bulgarlén people, though helpful, had no part in the salvaw
tlion of the Bulgarian Jews, This credit was given to the Czar,
Greenberg, on the other hand, glves credit to the people, who
through the protests of thelr political representatives, forced
the Czar to change the expulsion decree, |
It 1ls my opinlon that both Arditti and Greenberg are mistaken

In the sense that they seek for the motives of action on the part

of the Czar in the wrong divection., It 1s not likely that personal

]

|
I
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like or dislike of Jews by the Gzar had anything to do with his

interventlion. The world of politics in general, and in the 20th

century in particular, is rarely, Lf ever, conducted according
to one's conscience, morals, likes op dislikes, DBoris, as

Indicated previously,was a shrewd politician who‘carefully wélghed

the outcome of every action he attempted, What benefit to the
state could he have derived from the deportation of the Jews of
0ld Bulgaria in spring of 1943%? As far as his German ally wasg
concerned, the 11,000 Jews from the new territories convinced
bhem that he was with them, The Germans were pacified for the
present, and as to the future, Boris already knew during spring, ;
1943,that he would not have to account to them for too long in |
the future., -Germany,in spring, 1943 was through, and Boris knew
1t, as we see from the following entry in the personal diary of
Prime Miniﬁter Fllov, Filov wrote on the 28th of March, 1943:

~ Sevov [@oris? personal advisoé] notified me that the

King has recelved an invitation td visit Hitler; he is

to take with hém to this meeting the Commander of the
Armed Forces,l

On March 29, Filov wrote:

This morming I spoke to the Czar about his trip [ﬁo
Berlinl.,.We discussed oux situation and established a
point of view concerning some important matters,

«osThe Czar this time 1s not anxious to go (o Berlinl;
he 18 golng without his heart being in 1t. He congiders
in the long run the German cause to be already lost,l9

Thus, 1t may be sald that during March, 1943,K1ng Boris was
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already aware that Germany was mot going to win the war,
On March 26, 1943, a number of days before the King's depapw

ture for Berlin, Beckerle sent telegram #456 to Berlin, reporting:

About a week ago Peshev served the Prime Minister with
a petition slgned by him and forty~two other members of the
Sobranje protesting the deportation of the Jews by the Bulw
garian authorities, '

In Peshev's petition it was sald that measures agalnst
the Jews should be dictated by the present needs of the
State and the people, and that the moral positions of the
Bulgarian people must not be ignored, The petition does not
protest agalnst measures which are necessary for security's
sake, The right to remove all obstacles, so that a Success-
ful implementation of the government's policles should be
made possible, 18 not questioned by anyone, Furthermore,
the petitlon said that the borderline of the actual needs

of the government| must not be overreached since this will
bring about an unnecesgsary evil, In addition, the existing
laws agalnst the Jews in Bulgaria make new laws against them
at present unnecessary., The (Peshev) petition was discussed
during the majority [party ) session in the Sobranje, The
Prime Minister after a long speech called for a vote of
confidence in the government and in its policy against the
Jews. The vote of confidence was unanimous, Then Filov
pregented a motion that lack of confldence be expressed
concerning Peshev. The majority voted for the lack of conw
fidence motion. As a result of this vote Peshev resigned
from hls post as Vice-president of the Sobranjec..e.

] Among those members of the Sobranje who slgned the

- (}eshev's petition are many who are of friendly disposition
toward Germany, asg for example, Alexander Tsankov. He
[%sankoﬁ] told a person from the German Embassy [here) that
his signature [Qf the petitiod] does not in any way express
a principle declsion against the expulsion of the Jews, but
rather his signature of the petition expresses his criticism
of the manner in which the evacuation was conducted by the
Bulgarian authorities ,who, by thelr brutal behavior. are only
hurting the German cause {1l.,e. total expulsion(. sankov!'s
point of view explains in principle his opposition to the
expulslon decree, -

Slgneds Beckerle2?

Meanwhile, the King-teft for Berlin for his talks with Hitler
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and Ribbentrop. The only source of information concerning the
content of these talks is Ribbentropts telegram to Beckerle in
Sofia dated April 4, 1943° This telegram has six polnts of which
only point #4 deals with the Jewlsh question. I will, however,

gquote point #6 in part, also, for a different purposes

., Concerning the Jewish guestion in Bulgaria, the Czapr
declared that so far he has glven his consent only
for the deportation of the Jews from the new lands.
Ag to the Jews of Bulgaria [proper), he wants to deport
only a small group of Bolshevik-Communist Jews, The
remaining 25,000 Jews he, the King, wants to concentrate
in camps located in Bulgarla because they are needed
for road construction, I [Bibbentro§]~did not discuss
detalls with the King about his plan, but I emphaslzed
to him that according to our point of view we conslder
a radical solubtion concerning the Jewish problem to
be necessary .
6., I [Ribbentrop| asked the Czar to explain the travel
of Mr, PulJjev, a Bulgarian foreign office officlal
- to Turkey to meet with Mr, Earle. The King replied
“that Puljev is not an luportant official in the diplo=-
matic service, and that he has had a diplomatic pass=-
port for many years and that during his visit to Turkey
he was not on an official mission,

Signed: Ribbentropgl

A number of points made in the above document have relevance
to our subject matter, IMrst, the King openly declared that so
far he had consented only to the deportation of the Jews of the
new lands, which indirectly indieateavthat 1t was his erder that
stopped the deportation of the 6,000 Jews of 0Old Bulgeria. Second,
and this point is rather ambiglous, he planned the concentration
of 259000‘non~00mmunist Jews 1in camps in Buigaria proper, which

means that the remaining 23,000 Jews (as lndicated previously,
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there were 48,000 Jews in Bulgaria proper at the time) were conw-
sldered in hls eyes as dangerous Jews who had to be deported,
EitherAthe King was mistaken about the total number of Jews living
In Bulgaria at the time, or else he was trylng to deceive Ribben=
trop, The 23,000 Jews, whom the Czar calls a small number of
Jews,; whom he would have liked to have deported, constituted at
the time almost fifty per cent of the total Jewish community in
Bulgaria and certalnly cannot be called a small number, It»would
seem that the Czar knew exactly that the removal of a small number
of Communist Jews from Bulgarila was likely to leave approximately
45,000 Jews in Bulgeria, rather than the 25,000 guoted; in orden,
however, to point to the insignificant size of the Bulgarian Jewish
Community he quoted 25,000 instead of 45,000,

A third point made in Ribbentrop's telegram which 18 of
interest is that a'certain Bulgarian diplomat, Puljev, met with
a certain Earle in Turkey. Judging from the name Earle, he must
have been either a British or an American diplomab, and despite
of the Czar's deprecation of.Puljev's position 1in the Bulgarian
Foreign Office, it is most likely that Ribbentrop had concret
evidence about a meeting between Puljev and Earle, otherwise
he would never have brought the matter up, Indeed,I have come
acrosg a number of references and hints about secret negotiations
between Boris and the western powers during 1943; I have, however,
no concrete evidence as yet to explore these possibilitiesoae

It is interesting to note the way that both Arditti and

Greenberg distort the méaninghof the report, Arditti only quotes
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the passage refering to the Czar's plans to deport from Bulgaria
only a small number of Jewlsh Communists, without fully quoting
the next sentence of Ribbentrop's telegram where the number of
remaining Jews (the non=-Communists) is given as 25,000, On the
basis of hls incomplete translatlon, Arditti proves that the King
wented to retain all of Bulgaria's Jews except for a small group,
Greenberg, on the other hand, uses the complete text of Ribben-
tropfs telegram to prove that Borls wanted to deport 23,000 Jews
from Old Bulgaria, without even questioning the fact that the King
may have Intentlonally distorted the statistics in order to deceive

Ribbentrop,

F, The Second Attempt

The Marech plan for the deportation of the Bulgarian Jews of
greater Bulgaria was only partially successful., More than 11,000
Jews from Thrace and Macedonia were sent to Auschwitz where they
were most certalnly exterminated. The planned deportation, however,
of 6,000 to 8,500 Jews from 0ld Bulgaria met many obstacles and
did not materialize,

Both Dannecker and Belev and all thelr subordinates were
greatly upset due to thelr partial fallure, Belev, to prove his
disappointment with the goverhment and the Czar, handed in his

resignation to Gabrovski, his superior. A number of days laten,

- however, Belev, perhaps realizing that there was stlll a chance

for him to fulfill his supreme misglon on thig earth ~=~ the utter
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destruction of every Jew in Bulgaria consented to continue serving
as the Commissar of J@wiéh Atfairs.

His plan this time was [irst,to try to remove the Jews from
thelr homes in the dities, to isolate them from the reach of public
opinion and non-Jewish friends, and then deportation might be
tried agaln, and pefhapa this time successfully.

To provide for concentration camp facillties in Bulgaria
proper, where the Jews could be interned, Belev needed supplies
from the different government departments as well as thelr coop-
eration, Oanpril 15, 1943, Belev wrote the foilowing materials

requisition to Gabrovski:

Honorable Secretary,
For the construction of twenty-five wooden barracks,
each of one hundred persons! capacity, to be used for
the accomodation of persons of Jew1sh origin, is needed
625 cublc meters of lumber.,.:
Gabrovski sent this requisition to Fllov after enclosing to

it the following comment:

The Honorable Prime Minister,

Tt 18 high time that those Bulgarian Jews who held
opinions contrary to the governmentis policy [Lommunlsts
and 0Lc{1 and who are unemployed he interned in camps,
For that purpose 1t 18 necessary for the time being to
construct twenty-five wooden barracks for 2,500 persons

At that time Belev and his commissars, and most likely wlth

Dannecker's assistance, worked out another plan for The expulsion

of the Jews from Bulgaria., The plan reads as follows:
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1. THE PURPOSE

. The deportation to the outslde of the monarchy
[(Bulgariafof all of the Jews except: a) Jews who
are forelgn citlzens, excluding German and other
German~occupied countries citizens; b) Jews who
are deemed to be absolutely Indilspensable to the
State; d) Jews who are sick with contagious diseases,

2. GENERAL PLAN

a) Subject to deportation are 25,000 Jews from Sofia
and from the provinces 23,000 Jews
Total 18,000 Jews

b) discusses transportation details
¢) 16,000 Jews will be deported every month,..

d) It 1s undesireble: that the removal of the Jews from
the cities be done in a plecemeal way. From the dew-
cided upon date, for example, May 30, 1943, all Jews |
would have to be in concentration campé»[jhe intent
of this regulation was to prevent uprising and escape
of Jews to the partizan's groups which would have been
the case 1f a pilecenmeal removal from the cities would
have been adopted],

e) ...The deportation of the Jews from Sofia to the ine
land must take place first. This will remove any suspil=-
cion that deportation to CGermany is planned. The local
and police authorities of the provinces to which the Jews
of Sofia will be deported should be notified that the
Jews! presence there will be only temporary,

Regulations e, £, g, h, 1, J, k, 1, deal with the technical

arrangements such as food and ete, noting that the same

plan of organlzation and arrangements that were used for .

the deportation of the Jews of Thrace would be usged agaln,s

About the same time that this plan was being prepared, a

Sofian Jew, Menachem ILeon Papo,.who was a member of the undergraund,
killed Kultso Yanakieff, a radlo engineer working for the government
and who apparently was a supporter of the Bulgarian Fascist regime,

Gabrovekil, ten days after the.murder of Yanakieff on May 15, 1943,
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published the following public statement:

{

The enemies of Bulgaria do everything possible to
destroy the order and security of the country. These
Lenemies| are foreilgn agents who want to bring chaos
to the country, and they deprive Bulgarla f its best
sons (reforing to the assasinated YanakLefgkﬁ,aThe role
of the Jews in these occurrences gainst e government
is very ilmportant. The assasin of Kultso Yanakieff, for
example, was a Jew, Menachem Ieon Papo, He has already
participated in another sabotage and assgisipation for which
he has been sentenced to death ﬁin absentiéﬁ Yesterday
in the hinterland a group of Seven saboteurs was apprehended,
They were armed and ready for their destructive actlvities,
Six out of these seven saboteurs were Jews.t

All indicators point to the fact that the posgibility fox
the expulsion of the Jews was getbing better. On May 17, Gunter,
BEichmann's assistant at IV BY, sent the following note to Von

Tadden from the CGerman Forelgn Minlstry in Berlin:

I have taken note of your May 24th telephone con=
versation with Beckerle [Von Tadden phoned Beckerle
in Sofia on March 1li4th prompting him to bring the Jewlsh
problem in Bulgaria to a successful solutionl); and I
declare that the following attitude must be adopted in
your communications with Beckerle:

The sti1ll present 51,000 Jews following the expulslon

of the 11,500 Jews from the new ferritories, constitutes

a great danger in the rear [gacg of the German armies

in southwestern Europe. Ag the major pretext agalnst

their deportation (of Jews) to the East, Czar Boris has
stated on dlfferent occasions that these Jews are absolutely
1ndi%pensab]e for the construction projects of Bulgaria,

So far, 6,000 Jews are included in the labor forces.
It seems that in the near future another 8,000 Jews will
be mobilized for the labor groups; thus, Ln the very near.
future the entire Jewlsh population which ig capable of
labor would be mobilized into labor groups,

With the above mobillization, the entire Jewish popula=-
tlon of Bulgaria would be bound up [} €o @vary Jew:%h
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thus become not avallable foi deportaticﬂ} Since in

the case of deportation to the East a separation of the
familles 1s undesirable and does not coprespond to the
underlying basis of the final solution { It was the German
practice never to separate famllies during deportation,
especially in the case where the men were left behind,
gince separation always resulted inriots and disorders by
the remaining members of the family. In addition, I
sugpect that the Germans wanted primarily the men who
were capable of labor, and during 1943 Germany was expelrs
lencing a shortage of labor.in their factories which were
adjacent to the death campgj. .

The results of the labor of the Jews in their con-
sbruction of railroads and highways has been so far very
ingignlficant, For example, in the couht of Stara-Zagora
2,000 Jews are working under very poor supervision by a
personnel which is politically ilgnorant (iae, the officers
and guards were not politically tralned anti»Semitc{]

These Jews have succeeded in attalning a day of labdy of
only a number of hours, and in general, they lead very

good lives, In the same viclnity there is a labor camp

for Greeks who, contrary to the Jew'!s situation, are

forced to work twelve hours dally, Even the Bulgarian
Commissar of Jewish Affairs (BeleV) 1s of the opinion that
Bulgaria 18 not recelving any sighificant (worthwhile)
results from the labor of the Jewlsh groups. In addition,
1t must be gald that by the mobilization of the Jewlish males
families are separated which results in a propaganda against
the government and the policy of the Axis wilch 1s blamed
for all anti-Jewlsh measures \text not oJoa%j

?

In conclusion, 1t must be indicated that the ‘Bulgarian
Government, in a rather c¢lear manner, by its mobilization
of the Jews into labor forces, lg seeking a pretext against
the evacuation proposed by Germany and is making this evacua-
tion at present more or less ilmpossible,

For the sake of a speedy final solution as desired by
the Reich Fuhrer, the German-Bulgarian negotiation for the
deportation of all the Jews of Bulgaria castward must utilize
the extremely favorable [For that purpose | present climate
which was_created by the Tast assasination that took place
in Sofia Ekefering to Yanakieff's assasination by Papol ,D

The German Government began putting the pressure on its
representatives 1in Bulgaria, who in turn did the same to the

Bulgarian Government offTleials,
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Beckerle needed no prompting on the part of the Gestapo
or the Forelgn Office in Berlin concerning the solutlion of the
Jewish problem in Bulgarla., He was personally interested in the
issue. Von Tadden'y telephone call from Berlin, however, gave
him additlional reason to see Gabrovski and to indicate to him
the urgency of the matter. He went to see Gabrovski immedlatelys
and as a result of their conversatlion, Gabrovskil made a declaraw
tion to the press, whlch was published in the Bulgarian press
on May 15, 1943, The general content of the press release 1is
conveyed by telegram #746 sent from the German lLegation in Sofia
on the day of the press release, May 15th to Berlin, Telegram
#TU6 reads as follows:

The statement of the Minister of Interior, Gabrovski,
in today's press concerning the current government action
against the terrorists (partisansg) has brought about many
comments in the political circles here,..

Gabrovski sald that all the recent assasinations can
be linked to the pame group whose members are directed by
a central agency abroad. Further, (in hisg statemenﬁ) he
officlally declared that the assasin of Yanakieff is a
Jews, a fact which thus far has been kept a secret by the

police from the public. Also he saild that six out of thg
geven terrorists caught yesterday in Rusjuk were Jewd,..

-4

Gabrovski made the above facts publicly known during his
pregs conference following his conversation with Beckerle, The
question 18, why did the police withhold from the public the
ldentity of Yanakleff's assasin for ten days, from May 5th until

May 15th? If the government wag interested in psychologlcally

conditioning the publié to the fact that the Jews constituted
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danger to the State (and thus facilitate thelr eventual expulsion),
then one may safely assume that all news that would contribute
to that effect would be 1mmediatelyvused, rather than "kept as
a secret by the pollce" for ten days, Apparéntly the government
during the first week of May was not yet ready for a public smear-
ing‘of the Jews,

Concerning the second accusatlon b& Gabrovski, 1.e. that six
out of the seven terrorists caught were Jews, Arditti claims that )
the whole story about the terrorists having been caught was a :

fabricatlion (on the part of Gabrovski and his underlings).’

Agsuming the correctness of Ardittits statement, it further
poinia Lo the fact that suddenly anti-Semitic ammunitlon was needed,
and stale news as well as fabricated accusations were used to that
end, As Beckerle indicated above, Gabrovekils statement caused
many comments in the political clrcles, and the Jewish problem

wag brought into foocus again., A decision about the Jewish problem
had to be made, and the only one who could make it was the Czar.

On May 20, 1943, Gabrovski went to ﬁeé~the Czar and presented him
with two different plans concerning the Jewish problem, both of
them prepared by Belev, Plan number one called for the deporta-
tion of all of Bulgaria's Jews to the Bast. Plan number two called
for deportation of the Jews of Sofia to the provinces and was to
serve a8 an alternative should plan number one be rejected by the
King., Gabroveski, under Belev's influences, was in favor of plan

numbex one)which the King rejected in favor of plan number ﬁWOoS

The day followlng the Czar-Gabrovski meeting, on May 21, 1943,
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the Miﬁister's Council met and papsed resolubion #70, declaring:

The Commissariat of Jewish Affalrs is empowered in
accordance with paragraph twenty~-nine of the August 20,
1942 Taw to resettle into the hinterland all the Jews
Living in Sofia excluding those Jews who are either of
the following: married to non~Jews; or are undeyr civil
mobilization {Indispensable to the State through their
gervicel ; or have converted to Christianity before August
29, 1942; or suffer from contaglous diseases,

This decree 18 not subJect to publication in the Off~
jcial Gazette,9 plA

The Jewish communlty of Sofia found out about the proposed
resettlement of the Jews of Sofia to the hinterland from two

gsources Iindependent of each other, IFirst, a worker from the

government printing office brought to Mr. ILeon Farhil, one of the
leaders of the Jewlsh community in Sofia, a sample copy of the 'éi
expulslon ordef which the printing office was to print. Second,
Miss Liliana Panitsa, Belev's secretary, informed Dr, Buko Levi,

a member of the Consistory, that all the employees of the Comme

issariat were ordepred not to leave thelr offices (since the ex-
pulsion would have reguired round the clock activity of the Comm-
issariat people),

Orders of expulsion were delilvered to 2,000 famllles on the
afternoon of May 2lst. More orders continued to be delivered on
May 22nd, The order notified its reclplents that they had to
leave Sofia within‘seventymtwo hours. The destination designated

in the order varied; all of the Jews, however, were being re=

I gsettled in small towns in the hinterland., Every person was allowed

to take 30-40 kllogramg (60-80 pounds) of personal belongings; }

all other possessions were to be left behind.
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The members of the Conslstory gathered on May 21st to discuss
posgsible ways and means for action. Many prominent non-Jewlsh
Bulgarians were visited by members of the Conslstory and urged
that they intervene with the Czar for the Jews. On May 23rd,
an important meeting took place in the home of General Damyan
Veltchev, former Chief Commander of the Bulgarian Armed Forces,
whieh sought immediate intervention with the Czar on behalf of
the Jews of Sofia., To this meeting were invited twenty persons,
most of whom were elther former secretaries of departments in
the Bulgarian Government or generals in the reserves, Thelr
decislion was to seek an appolntment with the King and that the

following petition be served to Czar Boris:

For the past two days the Commissariat for Jewish
Affairs has been ordering Jews from Sofla...to leave
Sofla within three days for the hinterland towns,..and .
eventually probably to be expelled outside of the borders
of the State, '

This expulsion of innocent Bulgarian cltizens who
possess equal rights and whose expulsion 18 executed
by force...is8 unwelcome to the majority of the Bulgarlan
people and 18 accepted with anger,

The decision for this inhuman treatment [of the Jews\
can be revoked only by His Majesty since His Majesty is
[oh the final accountl the government; otherwise, [1f the
expulsion takes placd& the responsibility would be placed
upon His Majesty,.

We see 1t as our supreme duty to make 1t known to His
Majesty the fate that awalts our compatriots, the Jews,
who are destined for expulsion for no wrong committed by
them, Just as the Jews of Thrace and Macedonia were expelled,

We rest assured that His Majesty wlll revoke the fate-
ful -decision [@waiting the Jews) , and we incline his ear
to our warning and cancel the {expulsion) order.t
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May 24th 1s a natlonal holiday in Bulgaria, and in 1943 1t
was golng to be celebrated as usual with military parades and
public manifestations, all reviewed Ffrom the grandstand in Sofia
by the King and other dignitaries. This year, however, May 24th
was to be the decisive day for the Jewish community of Sofia.
There 18 great divergency of opinion as to what exactly took
place in Sofla on May 24, 1943. I shall not attempt to exemine
and to reconclle the different versions describing the day'ts
events, I will merely clte them,
Joseph Tenenbaum writes:
Whatever measures were adopted, the people Invariably
offered resistance and folled the German designs., On
May 23, 1943, the decree of Jewlsh evacuation from Sofis
to the provincial towns was promulgated by the government
at the instigation of the Nazis. Next day a huge demonstram
tion of the population converged on the Royal Palace in
protest against the evacuation of the Jews., The police
broke up the demonstration and four hundred demonstrators
and ring-leaders were Jjalled., The orthodox Metropolitan

and the Papal Nuncio also made vepresentations to the govern-
ment against some of these measures,ll

In Hitler's Ten Year War on the Jews, the following account of

May 24th is glven:

On May 20th, the Berlin radio made the startling
announcement that the entlire Jewlsh population of Sofia
numbering some 25,000 had to be out of the cliby within
three days, The German news agency DNB reported that
Jews who did not leave within the prescribed 72 hours
'will be compulsorily transferred to Poland by virtue
of an agreement made between the Bulgarisn and German
governments,! The Minister of Interior explalned that
"The measure has become necessary in the interests of the
nation,? :

The announcement of the deportation order brought
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turmoil in the capital., Crowds of Bulgarians massed

in various parts of the city, shouting, 'We want the

Jews to remain!! and charging that the government was

a tool in the hands of Germany. In the district around
Klementina Stree, several thousand Jews formed a pro-
cession and marched through the streets in protest until
they were dispersed by police clubs, At 6 o'clock on the
evening of May 26th, when the first group of 4,000 Jews

was being marched off to the raillroad station, the column
wag blocked by a great throng of Bulgarians singing their
national anthem., Another crowd converged upon the Ministry
of the Interior building, shouting antli-Axis slogans, When
the police charges broke up the demonstration, the pro-
testing crowd regrouped to parade before the Sofia synagogue,.
In the scuffle that followed, the police finished second,
and the military had to intervene., ©Several hundred deme
onstrators were arrested, The people of Sofia won a brief
reprieve for about half the Jews 8cheduled for expulsion
Hmtewmu@wa ‘

Rabbi Daniel Zlon, who was at the time a rabbi In Sofia,
relates in his memoirs, that on May 24th, thousands of Jews
decided to express their protests against the expulsion by march-
ing toward the Royal Palace, Their protest march, however, was
'diSpersed by armed police,l3
Nathan Greenberg ls of the opinion that the demonstration

dld take place, and furthermore, that the Jews who were marching

toward the palace were Joined by passersby (noanews) who made
the Jews?! protest thelr own cause, Greenberg thinks that 1t
was this manifestation of brotherhood that proved to the Czar and
the government that the Jews of Bulgaria were part and parcel of
Bulgaria.lu

Arditti, 1t 1s not surprising, 1§ of the opposite opinion,
He was a member of the Consistory in 1943, and he maintained the

position of the Consistory concerning the events of May 2Uth, 1943,
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His account follows: ' (

It 1s true that a protest march was scheduled to
leave from the synagogue of Yetzch-Bunar [The Jewish
ghetto of Sofia, primarily populated by the low socio=
economic Jewish families of Sofial ; a delegation, howw
ever from the Consistory made up of Haimov, Fintsi, and
myself (B, ArditTI\ tried to influence the multitude not
to demonstrate, The members of the Zionist youth group
formed a human fence around the gathered crowd and assisted
us in our efforts to prevent the demonstration. At
that time (While the crowd was still gathered before the
gsynagoguél , armed police units atbacked:the-orxowd-and dig-
persed 1t., About 250 demonsbrators were jailed. All of
the arrested were Jows,+ :

Arditti brings additional evidence from four sources Indepen~
dent of the Consistory to prove that first, the contemplated deme
onstratlion never left the Yutzch-Bunar Synagogue; and second, that
there were no non-Jews among the gathered crowd.

The question may be asked, what prompted the Jewish community
of Sofia, 1ts Consistory, groups of prominent Bulgarians, the
Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Stephan of Sofia, the Papal Nunciog
and many others to protest the Czar's order, 1f the purpose of
the proposed decree was only for the resettlement 6f the Jews of
Bsofla in the towns of the hinterland, rather than their expulsion
from Bulgaria? It is very likely that the protests on thé part
of the Jewsd, aé well ag non~Jews, were due to misinformation on
the part of the demonstrators and protestors, It was the general
opinion that the expulsion from Sofila was only the first stage
toward the final solution, to be followed by expulsion to the

FEastern terrivbries. The suspicion that the removal from Sofia

was to be followed by total expulsion from the country wag based
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upon Belevis plan and intentionﬁ, which were well known to the
public, As we will see from Hoffwan's report of June 7, 1943,
whose text will shortly follow, the above susplcion regarding
Belevts ultimate intentions was not unfounded. The protestors
and demonstrators, both Jews and non-Jews, however, were not
familiar with the Czar's decision to adopt plan B , namely,
resettlement of the Jews of -Sofia in the hinterland,

The Jewish.community of Sofia Wa.s iﬁform@d about the Czarts
decision tﬁat the Jews of Sofia would not be expelled outside
of the borders of Bulgaria thbrough Metropolitan Stephan on May
24, 1943, The Metropolitaﬁ made the following statement to
Rabbi Daniel Zion: | |

Go and tell your people that the Czar gave solemn
promise before the Prime Minister (FlloV)] and me that
the Jews of Bulgaria wlll not be expelled outslde of
the country. Go and communicate to them this message;
comfort them; and way they [your people) believe in
ggeigrggégg?ig of God who never forgefs his chilldren,

Rabbi Daniel Zion communicated the Metropolitan's message
to the crowd that was gathered awalbing the return of the Metro;
politan from the Royal Palace, |

The next day, May 25th, marked the beginning of the Jewlsh
exodus, During the following twelve days, 19,153 Jews left Sofia
and were resettled in over twenty small and middle-slzed towns,ln

the hinterland of Bulgaria, A few hundred Jews, for varlous reasons

were taken to the concentration camp, Somovit, in Bulgarla. About

2,300 indispensable Jews were left in sofla,

;
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An excellent summary of The events that took place in Bul-
garia during the months of April and May of 1943 was prepared
and sent by police attachd Hoffman to the Gestapo in Berlin on
June Tth. The Hoffman report to the Gestapo was enclosed in the
reﬁort gent on the same date by Beckerle from Sofia to the Foreign
Office in Berlin. The following is the translation of both reports,
first Beckerle's and then Hoffman's: |
From: Beckerle 1n Sofila

To: The Foreign Office in Berlin
Subject: The Jewish Problem in Bulgaria

I refer you to the report which was sent today {rom

S here by Hoffman, the attache for pollce questions, I

N B want to emphasize that you should be convinced that we

'1 are doing here all that is possglble concerning the Jewlsh
question in order to achleve the final clarification of

the issue,

Concerning the productivity factor of the Jews [Tabor
factorl s I polnt to the fact that the King, as well as the
Prime Minister and other important personalities, have em=
phasgized the ilmportance of the Jewish labor force for the
Bulgarian economy. Also, there are no complainfs: about
the productivity of the Jews employed in the road and rall
construction, but to the contrary, always the necessity to
employ additional forced labor brigades 18 stressed because
of the scarcity of manpower which makes them indispensable.
The reports of Commissar Belev should not be valued as ab-
solute and reliable because Belev belongs to the opposition
movement which is_dn an anbagonlstic relationship to the
Prime Minister,..]Belev was more extreme in his Fasclsm than
Filov and the rest of the government which brought about
antagonismf ., Many times I had doubts about Belev's activities
because he did not foresee or pay regard to important ilssues,
In fact, the development of the Jewlsh questlon in Bulgaria
proved me to be right.

I am firmly convinced that the Prime Minister, as well
as the government desire and strike for a {inal absolute
q - solution to the Jewlsh question, but they are hand~tied
- by the mentality of the Bulgarlan people who lack the
ldeological enlightenment which we [Qermanqj possess,
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The Bulgarlan people, who have been ralsed among
Armenian, Greek, and Gypsy minoritles see in the Jews
nothing abhorent that will justify action against them,
Since the majority of Bulgarian Jews are artisans and
laborers, and in contrast to the other [non~Jewish| lab-
orers, they are regarded as diligent workers, The Bul~
gaprlan Government, in my oplnion, is right in approach=-
ing the Jewlsh problem from a different point of view,
Eﬁ%t by tryilng to prove that the Bulgarlan Jews were
parasites|, namely, the participatlon of Jews in the
armed political assaults and in antl-Axis and pro-Communist
activities. It was possible to predict that further
underground activities performed by Jews willl cause the
Jewish problem here to become acute agailny and so it
happened.

The technical diffleulties that will ensuve following
the deportatlon &f the Jews from Sofia to the hinterland
will probably contribute to their faster deportation to
the Eastern territories,

Anvwayp I regard it as tactlcally Llmproper on our part
to apply lmmediate pressure concerning the solution of
the Jewish guestion here since this will mely that the
deportatlion was our respons S1DILitYeeon

In conclusion, I may say that the Prime Minister and
the government will endeavor to solve the Jewish problem
according to our approach, and if we wlll behave tact-
fully and skillfully we will soon achieve our desired target.

Since the whole issue is very vital to our securlty
and interwoven with our ailms, I will keep the Jewish
problem always before me and will do my best to hasten
1ts solution,

Signed: Beckerlell

The following is the report from Police Attache of the German

Embasay in Sofia to the Gestapo in Berlin:

Subject: The Deportation of the Jews

1. In my report from April 5, 1943, I summarized that

in the deportation of the Jews will Ssoon be resumed,
4 During April, the situation has changed unfavorably
[Qsteviorated because the Bulgarian Government , under
the influence of the Czar, ceased con8idering the
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possibility of deportatipn, but instead began mobil-
izing the Jews to labor groups, Now, this Jewish labor
action has encountered two major obstacles:

A, The productivity of the Jews 1s in no relationship
to the input [all the money and materials spent op
the transporbation, adminlstration, and ete. for
these Jews was much more than the benefits from the
road constructionl.

B, It is impossible to bulld the necessary barracks for
the Jewish labor groups. .

2, Tollowing the assassination committed on May 5, 1943,
of the radio englneer, Yanakieff, by the Jew, Papo, the
Jewish problem came again into focus, At the same time
a communist band of seven men was apprehended in Rusjuk,
among them six Jews, The Minister, Gabroveki, aflter
these incldents, issued a statement which was also guoted
in the German press in which he emphasized the role of
the Jews in these terroristic activities, This statement
was made by him without doubt as a psychological prepara-
tion for further anti-Jewish actlons. Belev, too, sub-
mitted to Minister Gabrovski new plans for deportation
utilizing these latest developments.

:§ . |
i Dannecker informed me that Belev proposed two plans:

A, Deportation of all Jews from Bulgarla to the Rast
tepritories for reasons of internal security

B, Resettlement of the 25,000 Jews from Sofia to the ’
hinterland if Plen A is not possible to carry out {

i

|

(

|

Plan A would have been very difficult to execute because
of the insufficlent number of police forces avallable to
carry out a round up of the Jews. Desplte the projected
difficulties, Belev was ready to carry out Plan A [pend-
ing the government's approval of it].

3 cabrovekl personally accepbted Belevis suggestlon [f@r
deportation]. Before his audlience with King Boris on

May 20, 1943, Gabrovski advocated the approval of Plan

A; the King, however, decided to start immediately with
the deportation of the Jews to the provinces, Thus, Plan
A was rejected and B was adopted.

}, The deportatlon to the provinces 1s taking place at present
in the following way. Up to now, about four to six thousand
Jews a day are recelving their notice for evacuatlion 1in
which the train and the clty of evacuation are indicated.ss
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Belev's office established control and check points

at raillroad stations to reglster the departing Jews,
The Jews who did not leave the citles within the pre-
seribed time received an exbtention perilod of 36 hours.
Aftep this deadline, they were arrested by the police
and were brought by force to theilr destined Towns and
villages, As far as we can Judge now, approximately
90 per cent of the summoned Jews voluntarily obeyed
the order, Originally, it was planned that these
evacuated Jews should be resettled in towns where Jews
already lived, but the Minilster of Defense insisted
that in no case whould Jews be resettled in border townsg,
With this restriction, there were only eighteen to
twenty towns to which Jews could be evacuated. They
are taken in, generally, by other Jewlsh famllies, and

Cif this is not possible they are lodged in vacant schools.

The furniture of the evacuated Jews from Sofla 1s sold
on public auctlon after thelr departure. Thelr apart-
ments were made avallable to other people. The lodging
in the provincial towns ol the 5,000 Jews already
evacuated could bhe regarded only as a temporary measure
pecause the school buildings are vacant only during

the summer vacation.

Since all the Jews have at thelr disposal great quantie-
ties of money, without doubt, the food prices will soar
highly in these towns., We can, therefore, expecht that
in the provinces all the growing anti-~Jewlsh attitude
will become more pronounced, Also from the poilnt of
view of internal security, the concentration of a large
number of Jews in towns, which were not prepared to
accept them, will create a certaln danger in itselfl.

We may, therefore, expect that even the King and also

the Bulgarian Government will recognlze that this evacua-
tion is only a temporary solution which must lead to

the deportation to the Hastern territories.

The evacuation of the Jews of Sofia to the provinces

was announced on May 23, 1943, On the next day, a

large crowd assembled for the purpose of demonstrabing
before the King's Palace. The police prevented them
from reaching the Palace and took 100 demonstrators inbto
custody, 120 of them being Jews who were brought to the
concentration camp, Samovit., The same day, the Rabbi of
Sofia tried to persuade the Papal representative, as well
as the Greek Orthodox Metropolltan Stephan, to intervene.
Because of the attempt on the part of the rabbis of Sofia
to seek help, Gabrovskl ordered thelr arrest until further
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notice. The Chilef Rabbl of Sofla could not be arrested
because he stayed Iin the' home of the Metropolitan Stephan,

Propagandists spread the news that the deportation ig
postponed for two weeks. Also they spread the rumor
that Sofia will suffer aerial bombardment immediately
after thelr departure. They did not succeed in getting
the expected reactlon from the population of Sofia,

Belev has already declared to the 8.5, Dannecker several
times that the general deportation will be carried out

in the near future. DBelev urgently requested that the
vacant ships which are at present docked on the Danube

be kept in readiness for the transportation of the Jews
which will take place the first half of the month of June,
At the moment, there are five big ships and one small one
at our disposal, They can transport about 25,000 Jews
during a month by making three round trips. Belev 1is
even re to pay the expenses for the ildleness of the
ships [20,00 leva per dlem|.,.e.

According to the schedule planned by Belev, the deporta-
tion of the Jews from Sofia to the provinces will end on
June T, 1943, After that time there willl probably remain
two to three thousand Jews in Sofia@....

As I have already reported to you in my last report from
April 5, 1943, it is improper to assume that the Bulgarian
Government, especially Fllov and Gabrovski, has seriously
attempted to saboutage the Jewlsh deportation. Especially,
I mugt point out the impeccable attitude of IFllov before
the German Ambassador here concerning the Jewlsh question.
The German Ambassador tried several times to influence
Filov to speed up the solution of the Jewish guestion 1n
Bulgarlia, Iilov always assured him that he 1s determined
to deport all Jews to the Hast., If, desplte all, the
deportation of the Jews 18 meelting with more obstacles

than has been the case in the other countries under the
Reich's sphere of influence, then 1t 18 s0 because you

have to consider that the Bulgarian Government has problems
in the solutlon of the Jewish problem because 1t has o
congslder the internal political consequences, as well as
the foreign implications this solution will have, If we
compare, for example, the behavlior of the Bulgarian Govern-
ment with the behavior of the Hungarian Government concern-
ing the Jewilsh problem, then the Bulgarian Government will
definitely be Jjudged as_the one having a more positive atti~
tude to the solution propoqed by us | than the Hungarilan
Government, And here'we have to tdKeé inbto account that

“the attitude of the Hungarian Government causes the Bulgarian

Government many politlcal difficulties ETﬁe Hungarians, by
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their passlvity toward the Jews make it difficult for
the Bulgarian Government to implement The Jewish solu~
tion|. Also it 1s the desire of the Bulgarilan Government
to avold excessive preoccupatlon by the world press of
the Jewlsh question in Bulgaria, The government, there-
fore, wants to execute the deportation in a way as nobt

- to glve the world press reasons to assall Bulgarian polix
ticg, This conslderation on the part of the Bulgarlan
Government 1s only a tactical maneuver and will not deter
the government from implementing the solution.

In my April report, I mentioned the attlitude of Fllov
toward the Swiss Ambassador here who represents Britain'ts
interest in Bulgaria. At present, I can cite another
example for the anti~Jewlsh attitude of Filov. The

depuby of the Sobranje, Dimiter Andreov, well-known antil-
Semite, reported to Belev that Filov spoke to the Sobranje
members after the assassination of the member of the
Sobranje, Sotir Yanev. Fillov replled to a question asked |
by one of the deputles concernlng the deportation of the !
Jews outside of Bulgaria by saylng that deportation will
be pursued by all means, Thig he sald in an unequivocal
mannex., :

10, After the deportation of the Jews from Sofia, and until
the final deportation materialized, there will arise,
‘without doubt, new complications. In any event, we have
made congiderable progress toward the ultimate solution.
The lot has been cast, and we are beyond the point of
return, In conclusion, T may say that the promise of the
Bulgarian Government, especially of Fllov given to the
German Ambassador that the Jews of Bulgaria will be deported)
to the east, will be kept.

Signed: Hoffmanl _

The June Tth, 1943 reports of Beckerle and Hoffman contradict
" each other in one respect, Thls contradliction may be attributed
to the fact that Beckerle drew his 1nformation from Gabrovskl and
the other members of the government, while Hoffman, in his position,
dealt primarily with Belev. The contradiction is with regpect
to the produdtivity of the Jewlsh labor groups., Beckerle states,

in the name of the Czar and Filov, these labor groups to be very
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ilmportant to the state economy, while Hoffman states the opposite.

An interesting point is made in Hoffman's report when he
states that 400 people were arrested by the police dﬁring the
May 2U4th demonstration in Sofila, and that 120 of the arrested
were Jews who were sent to the concentration camp, Samovit., If
Hoffman's informatlon was correct, it means that 280 of the arrested
demonstrators were Bulgarians (non-Jews). This would imply that
the opinion expressed by the writers, who declared that mahy Bule
gariang Jjolned the Jewlsh demonstration, 1s correct,

The expulsion of the Jews from Sofia in the hinterland was
- followed by a similar expulslion of the Jews from the cities of
. Stara-Zagora and Varna. Stara-Zagora was an lmportant railroad
center, while Varna, located on the Black Sea, was n naval bage
used by both the Bulgarian, as well a8 the German Nav;ﬁro The
reséttlemenﬁ of the Jewabof these two citles in the hinterland
wa.s compieted on June 10, 1943,19

These resettlements brought to an end the measures against
the Jews initiated during the months of May and June of 19043, As

far as the Bulgarian Government and the Czar were concerned, the

golution of the Jewish question in Bulgaria was brought to an end,

Both Beckerle and Hoffman had reallzed the fajlure on their

part to bring the Jewlsh solution in Bulgaria to its desired con-
clution, With a zeal typical to the Nazi mentalilty, however,
neither one of them allowed the present situation to stop them

from further attempts. Belev, the Commissar, persisted to ignite

hope In Beckerle and Hoffman that the resettlement in the hinterland
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was only the first stage of the total deportatlon scheme, To
this effect, we learn from telegram #792 from the 25th of May
sent by Beckerle to Berlin: ",..According to Belev, the resettle-
ment from Sofia i8 only a preparatory stage for expulsion to the

[p}
eastern territories, ... 0

A week later on ane 1lst, 1943, Von Tadden from the Foreign
Ministry in Berlin aént the following letter'to Elchmann s
According to telegraphic report from the German Em-
bassy in Sofia, Belev, the Commissar for Jewish Affalrs,
has stated that the resettlement of the Jews from Sofila. |
18 only a preparatory stage for expulsion to the east,..%
Additional proof that Belev did not abandon his original
intention for the deportation of the Jews eastward 1s cited in
the previously-guoted Hof'fman report from June Tth, whereby,
Hoffman declared that Belev had arranged for six ships to be
standing by idle on the Danube awaiting to transport theilr
Jewish passengers down the Danube to a harbor in Austria, Con-
sidering the shortage of transportation vehicles for the German
war effort that prevailed in mid-1943, the idling of six ships
on the Danube may well indlcate that Belev was still very op-
timistilc about the final solution., The cost of keeping the shlps
idle, which ammounted to 20,000 leva per day, was paild out of
the "Jewish fund" of the Commissariat, This fund consisted of
monies that were conflscated from the Jews, In Bulgaria, as

in other Buropean countries, the Jews were to pay for their

transportation with the money and possessions confiscated lrom
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them by the government. (
On June 24th, Hoffman and Beckerle sent the'following report

-
to the (Gestapo) atbache group IV B4 in Berlin:

From: Beckerle .
To: (Eichmann's offigg Attaché Group IV Bl
Berlin S.W, 68
Prinz Albrech Street 8
Subject: Report on the progress of the deportation of the
Bulgarian Jews

1. Deportation of Sofials Jews in the hinterland has been
completed, 20,000 Jews were dlsplaced,

2. Their situation in the province developed to thelr detri-
ment as I predicted in my letter of June 7, 1943, Scarcity
of food and the steep Increase 1n housing rentals has taken
place in the towns where Jews were senb,

3a, The attitude of the Bulgarian Government is strongly
influenced by the speech Kallay [the Prime Minister of
Hungary| given at the end of May, L1943,

3b. A few days ago, Borils recelved a delegation of the Red
Cross led by the Swiss Captain Shapuissma,., It is highly
probable that they discussed the Jewlsh question during
this meeting. [Beckerle 18 hinting to Eichmann that at
present 1t is difficult or unwise to put additional
pressure upon Boris and the Bulgarian Government to expel
the Jews, The reason for thisg is Kallay's speech and the
Red CrQSS'viﬁjil

4, In our opinion for the moment there should not be further
German pressure applied upon the Bulgarilan Government
about the Jewish question because of the new situation
that has developed here followlng Kallay's speech and
Shapuissats visit with the King.

General politlcal considerations and the Bulgarian mental-
ty at pregent dictate that the deportation should stem
ﬁggiginate “with the Bulgarian Government itself as a
voluntary act, rather than appear as if the solution has
been suggested by us,

5. At least for the time belng, therefore, we have to take

1l into account a temporary halt in the process toward

1 the final solutlon. The unbearable situation, nevertheless,
| which was caused in the provinces by the Jews?! deportation
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from Sof'ia, may'be an excgllent starting point for further
development in accordance wlth our program,’

Signed: Hoffman and Beckerle22

Thig report by Beckerle and Hoffman mentilonsg Kallay'!s speech
to have had considerable influence upon the present Bulgarian
policy toward the Jews, Kallay, the Prime Minister of Hungary,
delivered the following speech during the last day of May, 19433

In Hungary live more Jews than in all of western Europe....

Tt is self-explanatory that we must abttempt to solve this
problems hence the necesglty for temporary measures and an
appropriate regulation, The final solution, however, can be
none other than the complete resettlement of Jewry., But I
cannot bring myself to keep thils problem on the agenda so0

long a8 the badic prereguisite of the solution, namely, the
answer to the questlon where the Jews are to be resettled,

is not given, Hungary will never deviate from those precepts

of humanity which, in the course of 1ts hisgtory, it has
always maintained in raclal and religious questions,=3

In reality, the Hoffman and Beckerle report of June 24, 1943
prings to an end the epic of the "second attempt" of the Bulgarian
Commissariat and the German G@stapo to expel the Jews of Bulgaria
to the eastern territories, Both, the first and the second,
attempts had falled to achlieve thelr ultimate objective; and yet,
neither of them was a complete fallure, The result of the first
attempt was death for the 11,000 Jews of Thrace and Macedonia,
while the second attempt brought about the resettlement in the
interior of the Jews of Sofia, Varna, and Stara~Zagora,

The war realitles had failed to lend support to Germany's

desire for the final solution in Bulgaria., In view of the general

situation Bulgaria was reluctant to collaborate; and yet, as we
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shall see in the next chapter, the Gestapo and the German Foreign
Off'ice in Berlin felt that despite the course that the war had
taken, thelr first and foremost task was the creation of a "juden~

frel" BEurope.

G, The Beginning of the Epd
Durilng the month of August a difference of opinion developed
between the S8 IV BY4 in Berlib and the German Embassy in Sofla,

The crux of the problem was whether the evacuation of the Jews

|

from Sofia in the hinterland was progresslon or regression in |
’ ' |

|

the implementation of the final solution, The Gestapo felt that

the dispersion of the Jews in the provinces was an obstacle to
the final solution. Beckerle claimed the opposite to be ftrue.

On August 15, 1943, Wagner (Wagner was Luther's successor
as head of inland section number-E in the Foreign Office in

Berlin) sent the following telegram to Beckerle in Sofila,

The Gestapo has a number of times requested that a
firm attitude be adopted before the Bulgarian Government
for the Jewlsh solution in Bulgaria., This must result
in deportation to the East for the following reasons: The
regsettlement of the Jews in the hinterland bas not brought
about the desired anti-Semitic eruptlon |[among the Bulgarian
population of the provinc@@j, The resettlement of the Jews
afforded them an opportunity to increase thelr propaganda
in Bulgaria. The espionage activities of the enemy are
assisted by the Jewlsh network spread in Bulgaria.

The Jewish influence upon senlor government and clerical
circles Ls constantly on the increase; the final solution,
therefore, of the Jewish problem is becoming more difficult.
In the event of an enemy landing in the Balkans, the Jews
will constitute & serious danger in the rear of the fighting
[Germati] armlies, Security reasons make the rapld solutlon of
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the problem ilmperative., The Gestapo is of the opinlon that
the Bulgarian Government will comply with the German pressure
{for deportationl because they (Ehe Bulgariang) are prepared
for a solution through deportation (ﬁp the EHast), but in
order to be "covered up" (for thelr crimel before the allled
forces, they desire German pressure (l.e., The Bulgarian
Government would expel its Jews 1if they could claim that the
Germans gave them no choilcél.

Before further discusslon about the matter please let me
know your opinion,l

Beckerle, three days later, on August 18, 1943, sent the

following lengthy reply to Berlin:

Concerning telegram #1243 of August 15th, Jjudging from
evidence collected by me, the resettlement of the Soflan
Jews in the hinterland has undoubtedly brought about an
increase 1n anti~-Semitism in the towns concerned, With
respect to the intensification of Jewish influence upon
genlor government officials and clerical clrcles, this
cannot even be discussed [Beckerle completely discounts
the 8,5. claim that the Jewish influence over the ruling
circles is increasing]. "

Concerning [your cl&i@j that further deportation of
the Jews 1.5 made imperative for securlty reasons, the
military attaché of the legation [In Sofiad] has under my
orders negoblated with the Egﬁlgariaﬁj Department of Defense,
The Department of Defense has fully agreed to.act upon all
German proposals concerning the matter; -the department
stated, however, that the matter of the deportation of the
Jews to the East is not within thelr Jurisdiction. The
Bulgarian Government for the present sharply rejects any
proposal in this direction [deportation eastwaﬁ%}, and
even & strong pressure on our part at present wlill not
[force the government EQE change its declsion since this
[The retentlon of the Jews in the country| is part of the
policy pursued by the government presently.

The King, during his April visit with Ribbentrop, did
express, even though subtly, his negative attlitude concern~
ing the German plan for deportation of the Jews. From
my convergations with the ministers who are concerned with
the matter and from my yesterday'!s discussion with Filov,

T xnow that for the present it is useless to ask for the
implementation of deportation., The policy of the Bulgarian
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Government at present 1s decldod by the following twofold
criteria, First, the government desires to avold all interne
al political complications, Second, it wants to steer clear
of creating any sensation outslde the Bulgarian borders [The
deportation of the Jews would cause a sensation in the world
pres§ | , especially after its refusal to accept the British
proposal to allow Jewish children to immigrate to Palestine,
a refusal rationalized by the Bulgarians to the British on
the basis of different pretexts,

Just as the Bulgarian Government has kept the secret that
Bulgarian Air Force fighter planes participated in the downing
of the American bombarders over Ploesti rﬁgring the summer of
1943, the American Alr Force experienced whab may be called
1ts worst aerial defeat when hundreds of American bombers
stationed in North Africa attempted a bombardment of the
oil fielde of Ploest, Roumania|, and just as the Bulgarian
Government hag forbidden all anti-Bolshevik propaganda in
. the counbry, especially when the person of Stalin is concerned,
so 1t | the government| does not want any further actions ¢
concerning the Jewish question. The Bulgarilans experience
instant fear_ from aerial bombardments, and the government
hopes that with their refusal to deport the Jews| temporarily
a false impression about the internal political situation in
Bulgaria would develop in the enemy mind |[the Allied Forces
temporarily would be under the impression that Bulgaria was
really not an enemy, butl rather compelled by the German armies
stationed on its land to cooperate|, And when the new offenw
sive by, the German armles begins, the danger for terroristr
Taeriallbombardments over Bulgaria willl be prevented,

It is without question that the Bulgarian Government
18 surprised that the Jewish question in Hungary and Roumania
has not been brought to a concluslon; since they ‘Lh@ Bul e
gariang| were notified about it in the beginning [During
January, 1943 when the final solution in Bulgaria was first
contemplated, the Bulgarian Government was told that in
Roumania and Hungary the solution was already on 1ts w@ﬁjk
The opposite 18 true about these countries, In many instances
immigration to Palestine has been allowed, and only by the
Bulgarian's refusal to grant E%pese refugees| a transit visa,
upon our intervention, has their Immigration to Palestinc
been prevented, The attitude of these countries Lﬂgumania
and Hungaﬁi] obviously has an effect upon Bulgaria,since
Bulgaria does not want to take upon itself the luxury of
being the champion of anti-Jewish measures,

Despilte all tghe aboﬁé}, my attitude remains unchanged,
that we will solve the Jewlsh question completely as soon as
the German offensive begins and the enemyt's war successes are
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stopped. Then when the Germans again become the victors
the time for our_intervention rEy'Beckerle before the Bul~
garian Government | would have cote, We, here, do point out
constantly the danger constituted by the Jews, every one

of whom is a sworn enemy of our war purpose, For the time,
considering the general political situation, I maintain

that any intervention on our part to be hopeless or even
dangerous, I recommend that you approach the Bulgarian
Ambassador in Berlin about the problem, and I am certain
that for the above mentioned reasons, it wlll be ascertained
[during the meeting with the Bulgarian Ambassador iy Beyrl 1}
that no results can be expected for the time being.

Beckerle's answer to Berlin speaks for itself and needsno comme |
entaries, The only factoxr that could bring about the deportation
of the Jews of Bulgaria would be Germany'!s victory in the battle~
field,

King Boris died on August 28, 1943, (The reasons for his
death were unconvincing, and informed sources have attribubted his
death to the Germans). Wagner, in his August 31, 1943 report to
8.8, Obergruppenfuhrer nnd General der Polizei Dr, Kaltenbrunner,
mentions among other things the death of King Boris, The Wagner
report is almost a verbatim copy of the Beckerle report to Wagner
of August 18, 1943; thus, there 18 no point gquoting 1t here except
for a number of points added by Wagner to the original document,
These additions are: |

sooFurther it is necessary that we wait [about the deportaw-

tion of the Bulgarian Jews | and see the developments in
Bulgaria following the recent death of King Boris.

Therefore, it is not only hopeless, but even politically
dangerous to undertake any steps concerning the Jewilsh
question in Bulgaria at present. Nevertheless, I wilill be
very grateful if the Ministry for Forelgn Affairs [Wagner's
Ministry | would recéive all the materilals avallable %

[_§ the S,8,]
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about the dangerous activities of the Jews in Bulgaria
in order that our Embassy in Sofia will not miss any
opportunity to alert the Bulgarian Government about the
dangers of the Jews,

Heil Hitler

Signed: WagnerB '

The above correspondance brings to concluslon the official documents !
available concerning the Jewish question in Bulgaria, In the
following August of 1943, even the most optimistic German officlals
had realized that thelr plans for the expulsion of the Jews of i
Bulgaria had failed. After the death of King Boris and the milltary
defeats suffered by the Germéns during the summer and fall of

1943, a change in reglme took place in Bulgaria, A new cabinet

was formed under Prime Minister Dobri Bojilov. Judge Stomonjakowv

%l was appointed by the new Secretary of Interlor to become the
Commissar of Jewlsh Affairs, The removal of Belev and the appolnt-
ment of Stomonjakov were welcomed by the Bulgarian Jewigh Communs
ity,“ At the same tlme 3.5, Dannecker quietly departed f{rom
Bulgaria without completing hils missione5

The Jews of Sofia, Varna, and Stara~Zagora, who were expelled
to the provinces, remained in thelyr Lowns throughout 1943 and
unt il September 1, 1944, Their political condition, however, for
the most part improved, The new Secretary of Interior during the
final weeks of 1943 issued an order allowing the expelled Sofian
Jews to return to Sofia for a number of days fqr the purpose of

selling o making arrangements concerning their possession (which




114

for the most part had already been sold by the Commissariat),6

On August 30, 1944, nine days prior to Bulgaria's surrender
to the Russian armies, 1t was announced that the Bulgarian Cabinet
had decided to revoke all the anti~Jewish laws,(

The Bulgarian Jewlsh Community despite prolonged suffering

had weathered the perils of the Nazi holocaust.




III. CONCLUSION

I have traced the general history of the Bulgarian Jewish
Community during the Second World War., It was not my intention
to describe the personal histories of indlvidual Jews who suff-
ered under the Nazi reglme, desplte my emofional involvement in
this area of history.

There are two slgnificant results of my research: one,
the mechanical aépeot of éompiling, translating, and analyzing
the abailable .wmaterials concerned with this period of Bulgarian-
Jewish hlstory; and two; general insights into the history of
the Bulgarlan Jewlsh Community, which gilves us understanding
of other Jewish communities caught in the maelstrum of German
occupation, How did the Bulgarian Jewish Community survive,

when almost every other Jewish community met traglc decimation?

A, Internal Factors

The most important internal factor was the complete integra-~
tion of the Jews into the Bulgarian way of life, But the Bulgarian
Jewish Community was not the only European Jewish community in=-
tegrated in the 1life of its country. As a matter of fact the
first Jewish community to be destroyed by the Nazis, the German
Jewish Community, wag undoubtedly one of the most integrated Jewish
comnunities of BEurope.

The'.difference between the Bulgarianh .and German communities,

however, is very significant, The Jews of Bulgaria exercised

minlmum political and economic power in the life of the country,
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and being "harmless” in this respect, their removal outside of
Bulgaria was unnecessary. Yeb, one can eagily counteract thils
claim by pointing to the extermination of the entire Jewish
communities of Eastern and Southeastern Europe, communities that
on the whole were much poorer and less influentlal than the Bul-

garian Jewlsh Community. At any rate, the relatively non-influential

position of Bulgarian Jews may have lessened Bulgarian interest in
thelr destruction.

The data collected 1in this thesis explicitly proves that The
Greek or Rastern Orthodox Church of Bulgaria intervened on behalfl
.1,' of the Jews during the March and May, 1943 attempted deportations.
| Again, however, one cannot give any considerable wéight to the
intervention by the Church, since Bulgaria was nobt the only Europe?
an country where the Church intervened on behalf of the Jews.

Generally speaking, therefore, I conclude that none of the
factors discussed above are, 1n themselves, responsible for the
salvation of the Jews of Bulgaria. At their best, they may have
ameliorated the condition of the Jews by some degree.but certainly
not more than that.

B, Ixternal Factors
The most important external factor was Bulgaria's alllance

with Germany. Agaln, however, Bulgaria was not the only German

ally with a Jewish problem. Roumania, Italy and Hungary were in

~a similar position

Roumanla destroyed the Jews from northern Bukovina and
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Bessarabla just as Bulgarla collpborated in the destruction of
the Jews of Thrace and Macedonia, Bubt there was a difference
between Bulgaria and Roumania in this respect. Bukovina and
Begsarabia were Roumanian territories (even though Roumania lost
them to Russla on Juné.28, 1940 and which it recovered, with
Germany's help, a year later in 1941), The second difference

is that Roumania was the only country except Germany that set

up 1ts own killing centers. These were located in Transnistria,

and they were operabed by Roumanians without German help.

Like Bulgaria, Roumania did procrastinate the deportation
of the 350,000 Jews of "Roumanla proper.” Their deportation
never materialized; as ment loned above, however, the 270,000 Jews
df Bukovina and Bessarabia and Transylvania met the tragic fate
of total annihilation,

T In order té stress once again the unigueness of the Bulgarian.
Jewish situation, I would like to emphasize the fact that the
great majority of the half million Roumanlan Jews who were exterm=
{nated were Roumanian citizens, unlike the Jews of Thrace and
Macedonia who did not possess Bulgarian citlzenshlp elther before
or after 1941,

Ttaly, under the Duce, did not sacrifice 1ts Jews to German
demands, Following the overthrow of the Duce on July 25, 1943,
and the occupation of Italy by its former ally, Germany, the fate
of the Jews changed for the worsé, During the spring and summer

of 1944, all Italian Jews who were apprehended were deported to

Augschwitz.
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During spring, 1944, Hungary contained 750,000 Jews, the
largest concentration of Jews in Burope at the time, All attempts
on the part of the RSHA to bring about the deportation of these

Jews eastward had failed, On March,15, 1944, the Hungarian Regent,

Horthy, was summoned by Hitler, who gaverhim the cholce between
a militaﬁy occupation by Germany or a government approved by ;3
Germany, On March 22, 194U, a German approved cablnet took office
in Hungary. During the following eleven months the majority of

the Hungarian Jews melt death in the German concentration camps,

Bulgaria's status as an ally rather than a satellite allowed :
Bulgafia to retain its internal independéhce throughout the war,
The Czar, until his death, was the undisputed leader of Bulgaria,
and in this capaclity he was often reluctant to cooperate with
Hitler., There is no questlon that the autonomy and independence

of Bulgaria were ilndirectly responsible for the failure by the

Germans to destroy the Jews of Bulgaria, This, however, was

only an Indirect factor,

C. The Time IFactor
The most Llmportant cause résponsible for the salvation of

the Bulgarian Jewish Community was the fallure of Germany to win

the war,

L e

As early as 1941, Hitler had decided that Europe must be

judenfrei, During the following four years the Nazl machine falth=~

fully executed the Fuhrer'!s decision,

The Bulgarian Jewlsh Community survived the Nazl holocaust
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only because Hitler fatled in his design ~- the conquest of Europe

and the world,

Despite its uniqueness, the history of the Jews of Bulgaria
during the Second World War has no positive lessons to teach.
The fact that this Jewlish community was the only one to survive
in 1its entirety from amongAthe Jewish communities of Nazi Europe
should prompt . ome to learn a formula for community survival for
the sake of future generations facing a similar fate., The conclus-
glon of this thesls, however, proves the opposite than this desired

objective; 1t proves that in reality there is no such formula,

. OThe:Bulgapian Jewlsh Comhunity was doomed to extinction, despite

the splrlt of brotherhood that existed between the Jews and the

non-Jews, and in the face 6f the splrit of indentification and
natlonallsm experienced by the Bulgarian Jews for thelr beloved
mother country,.

- The Bulgarian Jewlsh Community survived only as a chance of
atlmless fate, Cultural integration, & lack of prominent position,
and the defeat of Germany ~~ these were the historical circ-
umgtances which slowed down the eventuai timebomb of the Nazi
holocaust, It was a freak of history, an instance where a set of
colncidences changed the expected course of history, History,
though blind, does have its whims and it was a historical whim,

an odd combinatilon of%éctors, that saved the Jews of Bulgaria from

the Nazl holocaust,
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very important role in the Commissarlat and deserves

a number of words at thid time. She was the daughter

of a well~known and democratic family from Sofla. Belev,

who was a bachelor, fell under her influence, and she
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APPENDIX A

Taw of Januwary 21, 1941

Note :
. There 18 no special Anti-Jewish TLaw in Bulgaria, but in the
Bulgarian Officlal Gazette No, 16 of 1941, (Januvary 23, 1941)
we find a law named the "ILaw for the protection of the Nation,"
The first section of this law deals with secret and international
organizations; the second sectlon, with persons of Jewish descent;
the third section, with anti-national and subversive activities,.
The final seetlon, four, contains mostly penal provisions, :

The following 1s a true translation of Sectlon 2 and of Article
47 of Section U,

Section 2

PERSONS OF JEWISH DESCENT

Chapter I
Degcent

Article 15

Persons having at least one Jewlsh parent are consldred of
Jewlsh descent.

Persons born (or to be born) of wixed marriages between
persons of Jewish descent and Christlan falth, and persons of
Bulgarian descent, who have adopted or will adopt Christian faith
as their first religlon, are not to be considered of Jewish descent.

Article 16

A1l persons of Jewlsh descent (or their legal representatives ‘
or guardians) are obliged to declare their descent to the County
Administration or Police Station within one month of the date this
law goes into effect.

This descent 18 to be noted in the register of the communlty
of residence, on the identification card, and on the pollce card-
system for persons of Jewlsh descent,

Persons who do not fulfill this provision will be punished
by imprisonment and by a f{ine of 1,000 to 100,000 Levag,.
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Article 17

When a birth certificate is to be made out for a person of
Jewish descent, the first name of the new~born must be declared
in the respective Bulgarlan County., On the basis of the birth
certificate; the County issues a baptismal certificate, The
Board of Synagogue (of the Jewish community) can give to the
new~born. the name which was indicated in the baptismal certificate
Lasued by the respective Bulgarlan County. Thiz first name must
be inserted in the birth certiflcate,

BEach person of Jewlsh descent mugt bear the first name
which is indicated on hig bilrth certificate, This name must -
appear on all his books and documents as, for instance, Llndens
tlfication cards, school diplomas, draftee and certifilcates,
draftee release certificates, taxation certifilcates; business
firms, etc,

Article 18

Persons of Jewish descent who, on the date of the publication
of this Iaw, have {irst names other than those indicated on their
birth ceyrtificates, must withln three months change them to accord
with the birth certiflcates, and thesge changed first names must
be Inserted in all books and documents as listed in the previous
article.

Persons born before 1893 must submit birth certificates from
thelr respective Jewish Communities,

Personsg of Jewish descent born in Bulgaria and naturalized
there, must submit theilr blrth certiflcates in thelr respective
Counties. Those born outslde Bulgaria must submlt an authen=
ticated copy of thelr birth certificate drawn up by the respecw~
tive County of the State where they were born,

Article 19

Persons of dJewish descent, 1f baptized, should have thelr
birth certificates corrected In thelr home counties ilmmedlately
after accordance with the decision of a competant court. The
new first name is to be reglstered in the population register
but the old Jewish name 18 also to be retained,

Persons of Jewlsh descent and of female sex, baptized and
married to Bulgarlans, keep the second name, (thelr maiden name)
which is the name of the Jewish father,

Persons of Jewish descent are not to use the ending ov,
ev, etch and so forth in thelr names, Jewish second names as
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they are now and as they are reglstered in the blrth certificate
Bhould remain unchanged,

Article 20

Persons of Jewish descent are not allowed to adopt or leglte
imatize children of Bulgarian descent,

CHAPTER IT
GENERAI, RESTRICTIONS
- Aprticle 21
Persons of Jewlsh descent are not allowed:

3) To be naturalized in Bulgaria, Women of Jewlsh descent follow
the nationallty of thelr husbands,

b) To elect or to be elected either in assemblles of public law
or in assemblies of other socleties and organizations having
ideal purposes, unless the assembly 1s of an organization
composed exclusively of members of Jewish descent,

ALl persons of Jewish descent occupylng, at the date of the
publication of this law, offlces by election and who, by
virtue of this Iaw, cannot keep these offlces, must leave
said offices within one month of the date this lLaw goes into
effect.

¢} To be employed in state, self-government, or other services
of a public character as well as services 1ln organlzations
of private law except purely Jewish organlzations having some
privileges of private law or belng subsidized by the govern-
ment, Jews cannot be agents or representatives ol state,
gelf=-government or autonomous directorships, institutlons, ete,

All'persona of Jewlsh descent holding such offices are to
guit them wlthin one month of the date this law goeg into
effect,

d) To be released from military service,

Jews are drafted in accordance with the general law, but they
perform their wmilitary service as laborers in segregated
labor camps., Those who are not fit for labor service anre

to be assessed a military tax,

e) To be members of organizations which are under the super~
vision of the War O0fflce,
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f) To marry persons of Bulgarign degcent or to live out of wedw-
lock with such persons; marriages between persons of Jewlsh
descent and Bulgarians, contracted after the date on which
this law goes into effect are null and void.

g) To employ persons of Bulgarian descent in domestic service - |
in whatsoever quallty or form, Domestic Bervants employed
st111 employed on the date this law goes into effect are to |
be released within 15 days from that date, f

Persons not fulfilling the requirements of thils paragraph
are subject to punishment of prison and a fine of from 1,000
to 30,000 Ilevas,

Article 22

Tn a Bulgarian or foreign school not especlally designed for
Jews, where admlssion of pupils is limited, Jews may be accepted
only in the percentage to be establlished by the Minister of Educa~ |
tion, provided that there are no Bulgarian candidates, o

Chapter IIIL
The Domiclle of Persons of Jewish Descent

Article 23

‘ After this law goes into effeet, no person of Jewlsh descent
18 allowed to establish a new domlcile without the authorilty of
the Directdmate of Police, -

Persons violating this provision will be punished by the Minlster!
of the Interior and National Health by a fine of from 3,000 to :
25,000 Levas; in addition, the old domicile will be re-~established, |

From this date on Jews will not be allowed to establlsh any
new domleiles in Sofia,

On the report of the Minister of the Interlor and Nat lonal ,
‘Health, the Cabinet of Ministers may establish villages and clties, |
or parts of them, in which persons of Jewish descent are barred
from residing, and to indicate new domiciles for persons living

in these places,

" Chapter IV
Property of Persons of Jewlsh Descent

Article 24

Persons of Jewlsh descent are not allowed to be proprietors,
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possessors or renters of land Acity lots), directly or indirectly;
not of houses or land in the country, except in summer resorts.,

Within three months of the date this Iaw goes into effect,
Jewlsh land owners must offer thelr 1and for sale to the Sbtate
Land Fund of the Ministry of Agriculture and State Property.. The
Fund buys this property'(in successlon as they are offered
applying the Law of Tabor=Land Property.

Buildings in villages except summer resorts are to be sold
by persons of Jewish descent, within one year after this Law goes
into effect, to Bulgarians or corporations with Bulgarian capital
excluslvely.

' Tand not offered to the State Land Fund and buildings not
liguidated by persons of Jewish descent within the above tlme
Limits will pass to the Fund for Social Relief, at the disposal

of the Minister of the Interlor and National Health,

Pepsons of Jewish descent renting land in the country must
leave such 1land before October 1, 1941. From that date all rent

contracts lose their validity unless the conbract itself stipulates

a previous date,

Chapter V
Professional and Business Activitles of Persons of
Jewish Descent .

Article 25

Jewlsh professionals and businessmen engaged 1in trade
(except peddling) or industry are admitted into each profession,
trade (except peddling) and industry in the same proportion
as there are Jews in the general populatlon of Bulgaria. This
proportion is to be determined separately for each locality and
city in the country, The Cabinet of Ministers ls to determine,
within six months from the date this law goes lnto effect, the
delays to be granted for the execution of the provislons of this
paragraph, :

Article 26

On the report of the Minlster of Trade, Industry and lLabor,
the Cabinet of Ministers may limit, fully or partially the number
of persong of Jewish descent and the extent of Jewish capital to
- to employed in certain business, industry, crafts and other forms
of economlc activities, and on the reports of the Ministers of
Finance and of Trade Industry and Labor, take measures for the
establlishment and supervislon of the economic conditions of
persons of Jewlsh descent,




136

There can be no appeal against the decision of the Cabinet
of Ministers taken on the basis of this Article,

Within one month of the date this Law goes into effect, all
persons of Jewish degeent having property in the Kingdom must
declare thelr property movable or immovable to the Bulgarilan
National Bank, using the forms provided for the purpose by this
Bank. '

Persons of Jewish descent must submit to the Bulgarian
National Bank, upon its request, a report on the position of
their property including also reports on expenses made. The same
reports must be submitted to the Bulgarilan National Bank by all
persons of Jewlsh descent emigrating from the Kingdom, regarding
the ‘money recelved from liquidation of their property in the
country and also regarding expenses incurred in connection with
this liquidation, The assets remalning from the liguldation of
property, the savings and other assets are to be kept on a current
account in the local Bulgarian Bank, Withdrawals from these
accounts are under control of the Bulgarian National Bank. dJewlsgh
emlgrants from Bulgaria who will not comply with these require-
ments will not obtain thelr passports or vigas,

~ Reports to the Bulgarian National Bank are also to be submitted
by persons charged with the administration of non~llguldated '
property of persons of Jewish descent who have emlgrated or are
about to emigrate.

The violation of the provisilons of this Article will be
punished in accordance with the Law on Foreign Exchange, the
violation of which i® to be btreated In accordance with this Law,

Property (movable or lmmovable, money, shares, etc,) inten~
tionally concealed by persons mentioned in this paragraph, wlll
be confiscated in favor of the Fund for Social Relief on the
opder of the Minlster of the Interior and National Health and on
the report of the Bulgarilan National Bank.

Artilcle 27
Persons of Jewish descent cannot:

a) Be proprietors, share holders or participants in capltal in
whatsoever form in schools, all kinds of theabers, movies,
publishing houses, production and trade of films and gramo-~
phone records, amusement, hotels, production and trade of.
arms; in credit corporations they are not allowed to particl-
pate more than 49% in the capital or vote of the concern,
Within six months of the date this Law goes into effect, all
persons of Jewish descent must liguidate or transfer thelr
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rights to persons of Bulgarlan descent and nationality or to
corporations with Bulgarian capital. Rights not liquldated
oy transferred in accordance with this provision will be
confiscated in favor of the Fund for Soclal Relief on the
order of the Minister of the Tnterlor and Public Health.

Be in whatsoever leading position, manageis, directorates,
editors and other leading services in the enterprises men-
tioned under paragraph a) of this Article, These persons

must leave such services within one month of the date this
Law goes into effect,

Be sworn expert accountants, custom brokers or commissioners,

To trade with state, aelfwgoverhment and guaranteed by state

value and precious metals,

To be members of the Administratlive Board, Supervisory Board,
Directorates, vice~directorates, managers, and trade appolntees,
wheregoever, even in purely Jewish cooperatives, or in prlvate
eredit institutions or Banks, Such persons must withlin one
month of the date this Law goes into effect, leave their posi-
tions and the Minister of the Interilor, basing his actlion on
the opinion of the governor of the Bulgarian Agricultural and
Cooperative Bank 1f the matter concerns crelt concerns or
cooperative banks, or on the opinion of the Governor of the
Bulgarian National Bank LI the matter concerns credit 1lnstitu-
tions as a private or limited one, must nominate provisional
profesgional members for the Administrative and Supervisory
Boards, but Bulgarians only. Vacant non-elective positions,
(directorates, vice-directorates, etc,) are to be filled by
nomination of a temporary administrative purely Bulgarian
Board. However, General Assemblies to elect regular members
of the Administrative and Supervisory Board are to be called
within three months of the date this Law goes into effect,

Be proprietors and administrators of pharmacles, drug stores
and sanltary stores. The existing stores are to be liguidated
within one year from the date this Law goes into effect,

The general dlrectorate of National Health 18 to announce the
pharmacies to be lliguidated Iin accordance with Article 269
of the Law of National Health,

The provisions of this Article do not concern schools and
publishing houses destined for Jews only.

Persons of Jewish descent who do not comply with the provisions
of this Article are subject to punishment of imprisonment and
a fine of from 4,000 to 50,000 Levas; in addition the capiltal
of such particlpants will be confiscated in favor of the Fund
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for Soclal Relief by the order of the Minister of the Interior
and National Health.

Article 20

Tn every kind of office service, Jews are not allowed to
occupy more places than Bulgartians, in cooperatives or enter-
priges from which Jews are not entirely excludede.

Tn the cooperatives and enterprises 1n which the capital is
not predominantly Jewish, Persons of Jewish descent cannot parti-
cipate in leading geprvices as members of the Administrative and
Supervisory Board, Dipectorates, Managers, etc.

NOTE: Cooperatives in which the capltal 1s owned by mempers who
are not predominantly Jewish are in the same cabtegory, for all
purposes of this Law, a8 cooperatlves with personal shares in
which the majority of the members are Jewlsh.

Kinds of services, which, on the basis of thig Law, persons
of Jewish descent cannot render, must be released within one
month from the date on which this law goes Into effect and the
substibutes are to be nomlnabed 1n accordance with Article 27 e)s

For non-fulfillment of the provisions of thie Article, persons
occupying these services or leading 1in cooperatives or enterprises,
will be punished by imprisonment and a f{ine of from 1,000 to 3,000
levas,

Article 29

Tt 18 forbidden to transfer enterprises, shares and buginesges
and generally participation in capital in whatsoever form as well
as in immovable property and the mortgaging of such property
belonging to personsg of Jewish descent, persons of forelgn descent,
foreign nationallty or companies with predominantly forelgn capital |

Article 30

A11 business with persons of Jewlsh descent carried out
against the provigions of this law are, by virtue of the law Ltm
self, null and vold; the invalid transfer of rights wlll be con-
fiscated in favor of the Fund for 8ocial Relief on the order of
the Minister of the Interilor and National Health, in accordance
with Chapter III, Section 1 of this Law,

Article 31
The provisions of Article 30 will be applied to buslness

concluded by persons of Jewlsh descent mentioned in Article 29
and completed after September 1, 1940 and to business done with
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shares, from the date of the last General Assembly of the limited

~ Company which took place before September 1, 1940, TYor this
business, a delay of six months from the date this Law goes into
effect 18 granted in which persons who acqulred rights in this
business have to transfer them, to persons of Bulgarian descent

and nationality or to companies with predomlnantly Bulgarian
capital. WAfter the expiration of this delay, rights not transferred
will be confiscated in accordance with Article 30, '

Article 32

Persons of Jewish descent are not to take part as contractors
in communal enterprises (in the sense of the law regarding budget,
accountants and enterprises and other laws) concessions, and
contracts, personally or through an intermedlary. Communal enteyrw-
priges with Jewish contractors not yet completed on the date this
ILaw goes into effect, as much as it does not concern concesslons,
are to be continued in accordance with the conditions mentloned
in the contract, but the concession is to be non-valld and 1ls to
be liquidated, If the contract of concession did not foresee the
order of liquidation, a speclal liquldating committee will be
nominated by the Cabinet of Ministers, The declslon of this
Committee 18 to be approved by Parliament.

Article 33

The provisions of Section 2 of this ILaw are not to be applied
to the followlng persons of Jewish descent:

a) Persons born in Bulgarla having had an uninterrupted domicile
in Bulgaria up until the date this Law goes into effect,
being Bulgarian citizens and having been baptized before
September 1, 1940,

b) Persons who, before September 1, 1040, married persons of Balm
garian descent and were baptized before the date this Law goes
into ef'fect.

The provisions in Sectilon 2, except a), b), f) and g) of Article |

21, and Articles 26 and 27 are not to be applled to persons
of Jewlsh descent who volunteered in the war or who are war
invalids or rewarded with decoratlions for bravery.

Persons of Jewish descent, war orphans, whould in all cases
competing with other persons of Jewlsh descent, have preference
when application is made of Article 25 and 26 of this Iaw,

The right for exemption from the provision of this Para-
graph will be glven upon request of the interested person made to
the competent district court which should be accompanied with
documentary evidence., The-court will take its decislon in secret

e o
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session after having heard the oplnion of the Attorney General.

Sectbion 3
Chapter IV
Article 47

Pergons who, directly or indirectly conceal or assist to
conceal or to transfer to foreign nationals, foreigners and
companies with predominantly foreign capital, property bhelonging
to persons of Jewlsh descent or to be taken away from them on the
basis of this law, are responsible to the Fund for Social Relief,
each one fully for the highest evaluation which the concealed or

tpansferred property can be agsensed,
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APPENDIX P

Source: Durzhaven Westnik/State
Gasette/92 Published in Sofia
Bulgaria, August 29, 1942

AN EDICT

On the basis of the law authorizing the Cabinet to take
necesgsary measures for regulating the Jewlsh question and the
problem in connection with 1t,

/Confirmed by decree 7O of the Cabinet in its session of
August 26, 1942, Protocol ,11l, published in Durzhaven Vestnik/
State Gasette/ .192, for the 29th of August, 1942/

CHAPTER 1
Concerning the Adminstration of Jewish Affairs/Literally Questions/.

Article 1. The Ministery of the Interlor and Public Health has
created a department for Jewish Affairs, All measures for solving
the Jewish problem will be discussed in this department except those
dealing wlth the law against speculation on real estate property and
the law on the fixed tax levied on properties belonging to the
people of Jewish descent. The Commissioner for Jewish questions
has the right to demand that all departments carry out the measures
taken against the Jews. His approval 18 requlred for everything
dealing with the regulation of Jewish Affairs, Before declding
any matter which also concerns another department, the Commissioner
will ascertaln the oplinion of the department in questlon,

Article 2, With the Commissioner there shall be a councll
consisting of a member of the supreme administrative court,
appointed by the Minister of Justice; one representative of the
Ministry of the Interior; one of the Ministry of Commerce; one of
the Ministry of Labor; and representatives of the Ministry of
Finance, of the Bulgarian Natlonal Bank and of the starff of the
¢ivil mobilization, _

A oA A fvon

the properties of people of Jewlsh extraction, the powers of the
Cabinet, Committees of Ministers, or single ministers, in accor=-
dance with the decrees and.decislons for the application of

Part II of the law of National Defense and Article 10 of the
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‘Global Tax upon the properties of persons of Jewlsh descent, Those
powers as well as other decisions in connection with the Jewlsh
question will be exercised by the Commissioner for Jewilsh Af'fatrs
who 18 obliged in these cases to consult with the council of his
department.

Article 4, There 1is no right of appeal from the decrees and
decifions of the commissloner, 4

Article 5, The Commlssioner for Jewish Affairs is appointed
py the Counclil of Ministers on nomination of the Minister of the
Tnterior. The staff of the department is appointed by the comm= .
issloner himself. When absent, he appolnts a deputy pro tem, The
already existing departments concerned with the Jewlsh questions
are transferred to the mailn department for Jewlsh questlons, with
their staff and complete inventory, People working in this depart-~
ment are government employees, They are members of the Fund of
Mutual Help for Employees of the Minlstry of the Interlor, besldes
being members of any other fund. Employees working for the depart-
ment will get back thelr former Jobs in the respective ministries
they came from,, provided they have good references from the
department, The required funds for the departments! expenses
will b% taken over from the budget of the fund: "Jewish Commun~
lties.

Article 6. From the funds derived {rom payment according to
the 1law of national defense and from frozen Jewish funds in local
Bulgarian banks and in the Nailonal Bank, certain amounts of money

go to the account of the fund ¥Jewlsh Communities,"

A/ 5% from frozen accounts under 100,000 Leva

B/ 8% " o " " 1.00,000~300,000 ILeva.
¢/ 106 " " " " 3005;000+~1,000,000 Leva
D/ 12% " i " " 1,000,000 Leva

All the cash from the Jewlsh synagogues and schools as well
as the Llncome from taxes collected by the Jewish community are
passed on to the fund "Jewish Communities,” -

The cash from the fund "Jewish Communities” is used for the
upkeep of the Jewish communities, to help poor Jews and provide
for their installation in camps and villages.

Salapies for the staff of the department and salaries for the
members of the council attached to the department are to be drawn
from the same fund, ‘

The budget of the fund 1s made.up by the commission for Jewlish
gquestions and must have the Cabinetfs approval.

Article 7. The Jewish communities are under the superviglon
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of the department. Each Jewish community is under the administration
of & commission composed of a presldent and 4~6 Jewish members, all
of them appointed by The Commissioner for Jewish Affairs, Each
commission hag a speclal delegate appolnted by the Commissloner.

In Sofia there is a Central Commigsion composed of a presldent,

& Jewlsh members and a delegabe appointed in the manner indlcated
above. The commission is obliged to follow the delegates in-
structions. The commlission is allowed to appeal agalnst the
delegates decision to the delegate of the Central Commission

or to the Commissioner, The Jewish communities are under regula-
tions worked out by the council attached to the department for
Jewish Affairs. The Jewlsh communitles! task 1s to prepare for
the deportation of Jewish inhabltants. All Jewlsh synagogues,
school, and charity organlzations are under the supervision and
control of the various Jewlsh communities.

CHAPTER II

Definition of the Term "Jewish Descent"

Article 8, Individuals are of Jewish descent/Jews/,whatever

s RO b

thelr citbizenship or rellgion are, 1f:

a/ Thelr parents or grandparents were of the Jewish faith;

b/ One of the parents on 2 or 3 of the grandparents were of
the Jewilgh religlon; ,

¢/ One of the grandparents had formerly the Jewlsh religion
and another of the grandparents had been converted to the
Jewlsh religlon. ‘

Remark: The Jewlsh religlon is considered to be the first

ey S

acquired in the following cases: individuals

a/ Born from parents with the Jewish religlon;

b/ Born from marriages of people of one Jewlsh and one of
another religion if the marriage wag performed accordlng
to the Jewish ritual;

¢/ When the baptism or the formal adoptlion of any other reliw
gion in marriages similar to /b/ but not celebrated with
the Jewish ritual, was not performed in the first year
after they were borng

d/ Infants pegistered in the 1list of the Jewlsh communities
before beilng baptised or glven a new religlon.

Article 9, Persons not having made an application in accor=-
dance with Article 16 of the Law for National Defense, but having
declared in official papers before or after the 23rd of Januvary,
1941 that they  are Jews, are treated as such till they can prove
that they are not of Jewlsh descent, Whatever his citizenshlp or
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origin every person is congidered Jewlsh who was of Jewish religion
or converted to it on or about the lst of September, 1942,

Article 10, Not consldered of Jewlsh descent are persons born
or who may be born from marrlages of persons of Jewish descent,
Bulgarian cibtizens with persons of Bulgarlan descent under the
following condltion:

a/ If the marriage took place before September 1, 1940;

b/ If the marriage was celebrated according to the Christian
ritual;

¢/ If the parent of Jewish descent had become a Christian before
the 23rd of January, 1941;

Remark: Point ¢/ is not taken into consideration if the parent
of Jewish descent died before September the lst, 1LOUO

d/ If the parents have been baptized or are baptized latex;
e/ If the parents were converted to the Christian religion
and dld not return to the Jewish faith.

Article 1l. Persons not consldered as Jews by the formexr laws
but considered as such by the new decrees are obllged to declare
their Jewlsh descent one month after the publication of the new
decrees in accordance with Article 16 of the Law of Natlonal Defense.
They will be punished by same artlcle if they do not comply with f
the order. If 1t 1s doubtful whether someone ig a Jew or a Bul-
garian, the Commissioner wlll settle the question after having
consulted with the department'!s council. The way to declde what
peoples! origins are will be fixed by the Commissloner after
consultations with the departmentt!s council, and belng approved

by the Minister of Interior.

CHAPTER IIX

Restrictions Enforced on Jews

Article 12, Declaratlon of origin in accordance with article
16 of the Taw for National Defense is obligatory for all Jews
privileged by Article 23 of the Law for National Defense. The
declaration of origin is obligatory for Jews who have become
Bulgarian cltizens by naturalizatlion or who may become with.
forelgn citizenship who have come to Bulgaria. The declaration
will be required when registering at the police.

Article 13. Jews are not allowed to have Bulgarian given
named or family names or a name with a Bulgarian suffix such as
ov, ev, ich, sky, et, cet. Non-converted Jews are nol allowed
to have Christian first names, The prohibited names are to be
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erased from all registers, Forbldden family names are to be eXw
changed with the grandfather?s name, If, up to the 1lst of Novemm
ber, 1942 Jews with forbidden names have not declared thelr Jewish
names, they will be gilven the name Joff thelr grandfather or some
other name, The new names will be regilstered, The names wlll be
chosen from a 1list made up by the Department for Jewlsh Affairs,

Article 14. ALl Jews must wear a speclal badge, Exception are:

a/ Children under 10 years of age.

b/ Jews privileged by article 33 paragraph 1 of the Law for
National Defense. .

¢/ Jews who are forelgn citizens, passing through Bulgaria
with transit visas.

Article 15, Jews privileged by Article 33 paragraph 1 of the
Taw for National Defense, as well as Jews who are forelgn cltizens
staying in the country for one month are to wear on the left slde i
of thelr chest a special round badge 2 centimeters of a bright
yellow color, with the approval of the Department for Jewlsh Affairs,
The badge must be worn on the coat and the overcoat, People walkm=
ing in the streets in shlrts, pullover, et cetera, have to wear
their badges on the shirts and pullovers.

Article 16, All other Jews not mentloned in Articles 14-15
must wear on the left side of theilr chest a silx cornered star
at 3 centimeters in dlameter of yellow color, approved by the
Commissariat for Jewish Affairs.

Article 17. The wearing of badges 1s obligatory one month
after the publication of this order,

Article 18, All Jews, Bulgarian citizens, wearing badges,
will be given special identity cards/pink color/,

Article 19. Owners of establishments, /that is, restaurants, |
hotels, cafes, et cetera/, whonare of Bulgarlan or related origin, |
as well as the members of the department for Jewish Affalrs and f
the police, may forblit to Jews wearing badges entrancé to the above |

mentioned places,

Article 20, Jews not enjoying privileges of Article 33,
paragraph 1 of the Law for Natilonal Defense are not allowed to
live in a flat or share with Bulgarian or related origln unless.

they are relatives.

Article 21, Jews are not allowed to live in hotels except in
those approved by the department and only for a period of 10 days
within six months,

Article 22, Jews must from September 15, 1942 have over the
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entrance door of thelr flat a speclal plate a?proved by the
Department fro Jewish Affalrs, "Jewlsh House,"

- From the same date all the Jewish shops and offices should
have on their entrances special plates "Jewish business" written
on all thelr letter heads, products, et cetera. The same 15
required of every business in which capital is employed in what-
ever amount,

Article 23, Jews are not allowed to own carsy, radios, and
telepltiones., The Department for Jewish Affalrs may allow some
Jews to have a telephone,

Article 24, Article 21, paragraph 1, points /f/ and /a/ of
the Law for Natlonal Defense are changed in the following cases?

/t/ To have sexual relations with or to marry persons of
Bulgarian or related origin; marriages of this kind will be con=
sldered as non-existent after the publication of the law,.

Remarks: The same applles to Gypsies marrying Bulgarians,

/&/ Jews are forbldden:to have any servants of Bulgarian or
related origin, They should be discharged in 15 days,

CHAPTER IV

Concerning the Flace of Regidence and Deportation of Jews

Article 25, Jewlish familles consisting of two persons are
allowed Go live in one room only, Families of 3-4 persons are
allowed to live in two rooms, 5«0 persons in three rooms, more
than 6 persons in 4 rooms, Kitchens, halls, et cebera are not
counted as rooms8, One month after this law enters into force
Jews 1iving in more rooms than they are allowed to live in must
elther change them or let the extra rooms to other Jews, If
these changes do not take place, a commission consisting of a
Jewlsh official, a police representative, a representative of the
Mayor and the representative of the Jewlsh community will settle
the question,

Article 26, The Commissioner for Jewish Affairs decided
when and under what conditions Jews can be let or can let rooms,
Contracts for rents, et cetera, for Jews are valid, If they
do not contravene any of the decrees published by the Commigsioner
for Jewish Afffailrs,

éggjclé_gz, After having taken due advice of the council,
the Commissioner can declde what streets are prohibited for the
Jews to live 1in as well as the dates and conditions in which the
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Jews must leave the above mention?d streets,

CArticle 28, Jews cannot leave the town they live in without
permigsion of the police.

Remark: Villages consldered to be on the outsklrts of any town
are not regarded as a part of the town. The police has detalled
regilsters on these pubjects and every month a copy is sent to

the Department for Jewish Questlons, Permisslon to live in other
towns is dellvered by the department,

Article 29, Jews living in Sofila are subjected to deportation
to the provinces or outslde the country., In any case, by November
1, 1o42, all Jews living in Sofia who are unemployed in accordance

With the Jlaw for National Defense or in accordance with the present

decree, and who have no other occupation, must be deported,

CHAPTER V

Heonomic Activitles of People of Jewlsh Descent:

Article 30, Jews who are not allowed to engage 1in commerce
or industry cannot under any circumstances invest theilr capltal
in commercial or industrial enterprises,

Article 31, All Jews wlthout any exception are not allowed
to sfarf any new businesses,

eyt

Article 32, Jews who have retained thelr occupational rights
are not allowed: .
a/ To have more than a job.
b/ To enlarge thelr business by trading in new articles or by
increasging thelr capiltal,

¢/ To contract business outslde thelr regular branch.

d/ To invest more than 300,000 Leva from their capital, in
their work, and to use credits higher than their capital.
If they hold shares in several enterprises, they must
retain shares only In one enterprise not above 500,000
Leva, and liquidate all the others,

Article 33, In Article 27 of the Law for Natlonal Defense,
Paragraphf7f has undergone a change and the paragraph /g/ and
/h/ have been added as follows:

/t/ Jews are debarred for production of or trade in medicines,
ganitary materials, surglcal instruments, optilcal instru-
ments, and chemicals, They cannot own pharmacles, druge

p——y—
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stores, clinlcs, et cetera. {

/g/ Jews are dlsbarped from industries, mines trade in ag-
ricultural products, lmport and export, shipping trans-
port, commigsilioner agent's business,

/un/ Jews holding shares in the above-mentioned enterprises
must liguidate theilr shares 1n two months time 1f the
cabinets does not issue an order for qulcker liquldation,

Article 34. Reatrictions of the Law for Natlonal Defense
Articie 27 are applied to all Jews, :

Article 35, Jewish craftsmen are allowed To continue working
in théivr branch provided they work themselves, and thelr capiltal
does not exceed 200,000 leva., They must credit exceeding 200,000
Leva, Jewish craftsmen are not allowed to have thelr work done
outslde of their workshops., Peddlars may retain thelr business,
but the Commissioner for Jewish Questlions may restrlict or astop
peddlars work, depending upon the local conditilons.,

Article 36, Jews with professions who are nol allowed to
practice because of this law are compelled according to the law
to liguidate thelr business or to transfer it to someone else by
September, 1942, ilncoase this restriction is due to already exlst-
ing laws, If it 18 due to the new Jewish law they must liguidate
thelr buginess in two months time,

Jews barred from commerce and industry must deposit all their
shares in the National Bank two weeks after the publication of the
decree, The department sells out these shares and the money goes
to the fund for "Jewlsh Communities,” exception being made of the
percentage due to the department, All Jews from liberated terri-~
tories without exteptions are barred from commerce, industry, and
free professions, If they have not already liguldated their
business they must do so in two weeks time,

Article 37. Liquidation of Jewish business 1s to take place
under the supervision of a commission from the department con-
slsting of a Jjudge appolnted by the Presldent of the Districet
Court and two members appointed by the Commission for Jewlsh
Questions., For the liguidation of Jewlsh business with capital
exceeding 600,000 leva two more members to the commlission will
be appointed, that is, a representative of finance minlster and
a representative of the Minister of Commerce, The deciplions agreed
upon by the commission must bave the Commissioner's approval. The
liquidation of Jewilsh business after the lst of September, 1o42
will be carried out by the department in the above mentioned manner,
The department will appoint persons for the temporary administration
of the business, or for 1ts liguldation. The former Jewish owner
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may liguldate his own buslness in the best way possible, but if he
fails to do so he is liable to 10 years in imprisonment and 2,000,000
Leva maximum finej money owed to the business or from the business -
will be paid ag usual after September lst,

Jewish industrial enterprises wlll only change proprietors;
they will rarely be wold outb,

Article 38, Jews who fall to carry out the terms stated in
Article 36 and people helping them to break the law will be punished
by a maximum of 5 years lmprisonment and fined twice as great as
the capital or shares in questlion., The business, capltal or the
shares will be confiscated for the benefit of the fund for "Social
Help" in accordance with orders issued by the Commissioner for
Jewish Affairs,

Article i%« Jews wilthout a Job are not allowed to start work-
ing again without having first the consgent of the respective labor
organization and of the Department for Jewlsh Affairs,

Article 40, The staff in Jewlsh enterprises, working only with
the Jews have to be entirely Jewish, In all the other enterprises
where the Jews are allowed to work in accordance with Artlcle 27
of the ILaw for National Defense thelr number must not exceed one- .
fourth of the total of the personnel, and must not exceed the number:
of Bulgarian employees, In enterprises not entirely working on
Jewish capital Jews are not allowed to be managers, directors,
legal counsels, commercial agents, bookkeepers, cashlers, technical
advisers, speclalists, et cetera. This order should be carriled
out in two months; it does not concern manuel workers,

Article 41, Decrees of the Law for National Defense and these
decrees concerning Jews are applied to enterprises working almost
entirely with Jewish capltal as long as there is no essgential
change 1in exlsting conditions,

CHAPTER VI

Jewlsh Properties and Capital

Apticle 42, Article 26 of the Law for Natlonal Defense has
been altered as follows: within one month following the publication
of the Iaw for National Defense all Jews ownlng immovable property
in Bulgaria have to declare 1t to the National Bank, They are
requlired, 1f asked by the Bank, to declare In what state the property
is and the amount of thelr personal expenditures,

Jews leaving the country must gilve a debtalled account to the
National Bank of the amount of money they derived from the sale
of their property and how they spent the money. Persons administerin
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Jewish property not yet 1iguidated belonging to Jews who have left
or are about to leave the country must give a detailed report to
the Natlonal Bank. People transgressing thls article as well as
article 38 and 47 of the Law for National Defense wlill be persecuted
for trading with money coming from outside and will be punished by
the law, Concealed or undeclared property, money, Jjewels are
confiscated for the benefit of the fund for "Soclal Help" by order
of the Commissioner for Jewlsh Affalrs. The configcated money is
returned only if the tribunal finds that 1t had been previously
declared or that a special declaration was not needed, Conflscated
things can be bought back, if thelr value does not exceed 10,000
leva.

Article 43, In all capes of confiscation of shares and Secur-
ities, after the publication of this decree in Durzhaven Vestnlk,
the government assumes the owners rights without all the procedure
formerly used in slmilapr cases,

Article 44, Jews cannot dispose of their movable properties
without permission of the department with the following exceptlons:

a/ Money recelved for 1llving expenses

b/ Salaries, wages and bonuses o :

o/ Articles for personal and household use not exceedlng in
value of 10,000 lLeva, otherwise a speclal permission from
the department 1g requlred. ,

d/ Goods, capital, et cebera connected with the business of
Jews who have the right to keep their business or to engage
in the practice of free occupations; that 1s occupation to
Jews. .

Article 45, Jews must deposit all their money, savings, et
cetera in the local Bulgarian bank or in the National Bank in a
blocked account including all available cash, shares held for them
by others and invested in business by obher persons, pavings
accounts, sums received from insurance gifts, inheritances, money
collected from non=businegs sourcesd, sums recelved from the sale
of properties, indemnitles for geized property, except as mentiloned
in Article U4,

Also there must be deposited in the Natlonal Bank all shares
and stocks which persons of Jewlsh descent own, corporations, ‘
companies of limlted regponsibilities, and llkewise all stocks,
bonds, et cetera and valuables, that 1s, Jewels, gold, and silver
ovnaments, et cetera, with the exceptlon of those mentioned in
Article Ui, The Commissioner will sell all such shares, stocks,
bonds, valuables, et cetera and deposlt the amounts recelved in
the blocked account of the owners.

From the sums paid under thisg article In blocked accounts from
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5% to 124 will be turned over to, the "Fund for Jewlsh Communities"
in accordance with point 6. ‘

Article [ﬁ Drawing money from blocked accounts is only
possibie with the permission of the Department for Jewlsh Affairs.
Permission is given in order to pay off debts contracted by Jews
of the blocked accounth and to provido for their expenses,

The department permits the drawing of money to pay:

a/ Debts contracted to the government, municipality or other
government instltutions,

b/ Commercial debts, provided they are confirmed by official
documents or a court Jjudgement.

¢/ Debts contracted toward private persons, before July 21, 1041
and if they are confirmed by offlcial documents,

d/ Monthly expenses incurred to pay rents and salarles to the
personnel of the business in llguildation. The expenses
should not exceed the monthly expenses Incurred till February
23rd, 1942,

If increases in salaries have occured after the 23rd of
February, 1942 as per law uonc@rnlnp such Increases, ex-
penses can be increased.

e/ Private debts approved by a speclal commlsslion deallng with
the settlement of Jewish debts

£/ To provide for the private needs of the Jewlsh owner and his
family if he has no other income, The amount of money given
will depend upon the number of persons in the famlly and
the plade thev live in. The amount must not exceed 5,000
Leva per month,

Article 47, In accordance to Article 37 the sales of Jewlsh
properties by the Department for Jewish Affairs is carried out by
actlion,

When businegs enterprises and shares change owners, the change
must be approved by the Cabinet, The Commissioner for Jewlsh
Questilons sends 1in a report to the Cabinet after having heard the
reports of the Minister of Jusbtice, Finance, and Commerce, The
Cabinet decides after having taken into consideration the Interests
of the business to appoint a certain personcto take over the ad-
ministation of the business., Preference 18 glven to previous
owners of Bulgarian origin. If the woney raised from the auction
sales exceeds the sum declared by the Jewilsh owner, the difference
18 considered to be the government's benefit,

Apticle 48, Jews having falled to fulfill their obJjgaLiOn
in accordance to Article 45 in two weeks time after the publication
of the decree, will be punishable by imprisonment and a maximum
fine of 1,000,000 Leva, If the amount of money not deposited in
the bank does not exceed 5,000 Ieva the fine willl be 3,000 Leva
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and the confiscation of the amoupt not deposited will go to the
fund "Soclal Help" by order of the Commissioner for Jewish Affalrs,

Article 49, The Jews' creditors must acknowledge their claim
to the Department for Jewish Affalrs within two months following
the publication of this decree., _

Article 50, When Jews do not make proper effort to collect
suma due them, the Department for Jewish Affalrs will make collectlon
in accordance with paragraph 11 of the regulations for the appli~
cation of the Taw for National Defense. The money collected will
be deposited in the Natlonal Bank as mentioned in Article hs,
This does not apply to money owed to Jews for professional services.

Article 51, Jews may have insurance 1f the premium does not
exceed 100 Léva a month, The premium is8 paid in accordance with
Article 46, All other insurance whould be liguldated in two months

time,

The amount derived from the liquidation 1s deposited in the
blocked account in accordance to Article 45,

CHAPTER VII

Alterantion of the Iaw fox National Defense

Article 52. Article 33 of the law for National Defense has
" been changed in the followlng mannerp:

Persons of Jewish descent who are Bulgarian citizens wedded
in a church before the 1st of September, LO40 to Bulgarians, and
who were baptized before January 23, 1941, are exempted from all
the vestrictions regarding Jews 1f above-mentioned decree is
not contradicted by other laws. In dlvorce cases wlthout living
children, the privilege ceased. In cases of competition between
Jews, the following categories of Jews are preferreds:

a/ Owners of medals for military valor if the owners have
shown appreciation of thelr medals up to March 17, 1942,

b/ Wor invalid having right to penslon,

¢/ War orphans.

d/ War wildows who have not married again.

e/ Widows and chilldren of veterans of the War of Liberation

18771878,

A1l privileges are cancelled ingcases of criminal charges,
speculation charges, communist or anti~government tendenclies, The
same applies to Jews leaving the country. Jews who want to enjoy
privileges must send an application to the Department for Jewish
Affairs by October 1, 1942 together with all necessary documents,
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A specilal commission will decilder on the application and must be
approved from the Commissioner, :

Article 53, Privileges enjoyed in accordance with Article 33
paragraph L point /a/ of the ILaw for National Defense cease to
exist, oPerpons.who enjoyed these privileges will lose them two
months after the publicated of this decree,

Article 54, Privileges accorded by Article 33, paragraph 1,
point /b/ and paragraph 11 and 111 of the Iaw of National Defense
cease altogether a month following the publication of thils decree
1f the application in accordance with Article 52 is not sent in
time, or 1f the Commissloner decldes otherwlse.

CHAPTER VIII

Speclal Decrees

Article 56, Article 36, paragraph 111l of the Law for National
Defense nhas been altered thus: "For fallure to comply with these
decrees, offenderg will be punished in accordance with Article 26
paragraph 11 of the Iaw for National Defense. By order of the
Commissioner for Jewlish Affalrs, property not declared will be
confiscated for the benefit of the Fund "Social Help" *

Article 57. ¥For failure to comply with the terms of the Law
for Nafional Defense and of this decree, offenders will be punished
with imprisonment and a fine of 100,000 Leva 1if there are no
other penalties reguired by other law,

Article 58, This decree cancels all other conbtradicting laws,

Article 59, This decree wlll be published by the Commissioner
for Jewish Affairs after consulting with the department council
and after the Minister of Interlor has approved them,
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APPENDIX C

Notation on Sources

All of the original documents used for the writing’of thisg
thesis can be found in the form of microfilms or photestats.in
the Bulgarian Documents? Collection of the Hebrew Union Collegesx
Jewish Institute of Religilon Library, Cincinnati,; Ohio.

The Yad Vashem documents in this collection have a uniform

Indentification system glven to them by Yad Vashem and can be

easlly located wlthin the collection. .

The documents received from the Centre de Documentation Juive
Contemporaine of Paris, France have no uniform system of identifica-
tion » Many of them can be ldentified by their original markings |
given to them by the Germen office that issued them, be it the
Foreign Ministry or the Gegstapo. To make reference to these
documents possible without a substantisal loss of time to the
reader, I have incloged to this particular microfilm a table of
contents identifying the documents as found in their order of
appearance in the film,

The photostats of the documents served by the Attorney General
of Israel at the’Adolph Elchmann Trial were received from the
Igraell Police at a time when the greater part of this thesls was
completed, and for that reason no reference to these documents
was possible, They are, however, also a part of the collection at

the Hebrew Union CollegemJewish Institute of Religlon Library and

are avallable for reference,
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