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DIGEST OF THESIS . ( 

rI'he J3uJ.garian \Jewish Communit.Y war.1 the only European Jewish 

community of a country 1.nvolved in the war to survive the Nazi 

holocaust.in its entirety (the author does not consider Thrace 

and Macedonta as part of Bulgar:ta) ... This thesi.s represents a 

study of.' the hi.story of thts community based upon analyses of 

first hand source mat;eria.1 1 primarily Nazl documents., 

In order to offe1:• to the reader a better understanding of. 

the history of the :Bulgarian Jews dur1.ng the wa.r, a short introduc ... 

tton of the general histox1y of· the communtty has been of'fered 

in this thesis. 

Bulga1:iia was Germany's ally and it fully coope:t•ated with the 

Germans in the execution of the various anti-J·ewish measures® 

Professor Hi.lberg in :1'.l.'f!,'2_ pe~.!2£}l2•tio:tl. Q.f. ~ ~ef:!:.!t ;/"2,~ defined 

the Nazi destruction of the Jews to follow the pattern of a) 

definition b) expropriation c) concentration d) annihilation~ 

The Jews of Bulgaria were saved from annihilation on two different 

occasions duri:ngr.t.he .; sprrtner.of, 1943, ·:. 

Two ma:l.n theories have so far been advanced to explain the 

causes for the sa1vat1on of the Jews of Bulgar:la. Both theories 

try to explain the survival of the Bulgar1.an Sews in terms of 

intervention on their behalf* The more popular theory dwells 

upon the contention that it was the Bulgar:tan people who through 

their vigorous protests against the expulsi.on of the Jews had 

saved the Jews. The· second theory attributes the redemption 



of the Jews to Czar Boris' benevolence. 
( 

IJ.'he author of thi.s thesis accepts neither of the above 

theories to be a substantial explanation for the survival of 

the Jews of Bulgaria. They may only be considered, in his 

opinion, as supporting reasons to the primary cause for the 

salvation of' th(~ Bulgar:tan Jews, the turn of the war ti.de 

against Germany durtng the winter and spring of 19L~2-19Li3, which 

eventually resulted in the total defeat of' the Naz 1. State" 
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INTRODUC'l'ION' 

rrhe Jewish scholar, as well as the layman., is presently 

f'J.ooded with a multitude of publications dealing with ·bhe 

dest1"uctlon inflicted upon the European J'ewish communities 

during the Second Wox•ld War. Keeping in mi.nd that the majo ... 

rity of these wor•ks deals with the tragic fate of the great 

Sf~wtsh centers of Europe, one may justtfiably asl<: why onr:J 

would write the h!sto.t"Y of the Bulgarlan Jewish Community -

a community rather unimportant and unknown to most p:t:>E:H'l~mt 

day scholars. 

The 1.mpo.r•tanoe of' the Bulgarian J'ew:i.sh Commun:lty., unl:1.ke 

tha·t; of. many of the Itm:•opean tTew:tsh communities, is not found 

in :tts co.ntr:t.1\>-uttons to creative J·ewish lt:t'e., but rather :l.t 

1s signified by the fact that the Bulgartan J'ew1sh Community, 

the only 11:uropean Jewish community in a country that was a 

Nazi ally1 survived the war in its entirety. This ts a very 

br.1oad statement, and it must be qualU.'ted. When J. refer to 

the Bulgarian Jewish Communit;y I mean the Jews living within 

the geograph:I.c borders of Bulgarta at the beginn'Lng of the 

Second Wo:r1ld War. I ex.elude :t'rom the definition of' Bulgarian 

Jewry the Sews of '11hraoe and Macedonia. 11hese two territortes 

were conque1"ed by Hi.tler and were g1 ven to Bulgaria. '11he 

tTews of' these two ·l:ie.r,~t:to:rie s, however., had not been granted 

1 



citizenship by the Bulgar1.an Government. As a consequence, 
( 

2 

the twelve thousand Jews residing 1.n Thrace and Maoedonta met 

the tragic fate of complete annihillim;,1U:ion. 

An intelligent d1aouss1or1 about the history of the Bul ... 

gar:tan J'ewtr1h Communtty dur1.ng thc1 Second World War necesstt;ates 

a bri.ef history of' the oommun:tty up to that period. Thi.a 

history can be divided 1.nto four majoi-a per•'lods: 

l. 'l'he history of ·the communi•ty fl"Om :tts begtnni.ng t:i.11 the 

liberation of Bulgaria in 1878. 

2. The beginning of the modern period., from 1878 t:1.11 the 

end of the F1i1..,st World War. 

3. l~rom the end of the I-1,:J.rst World War ti.11 the rise of 

Hitler in 1933. 

It. The period ot ux10ertainty - the time between the rise 

o:t• Hitler and the outbreak of the war/// 

IJ.'he remainder of my· thes1.s will be concerned wi:1;:;h the hls ... 

tory of the Bulgarian Jewish Commun1.ty dul?ing the Second 



PREFACE 

It is the purpose of this thesis to explore in a scienti­

f:t.c manner the eventa exper.1erlCed by the Bulgarian Jewish 

Communi.ty during the Second World War. To ·the best of my knowl­

edge, no stmilar work exists at pr.esent in the English language. 

A number of histo1"ies have been publi.shed abouti th:ta subject 

in thl~ Bulgarian and Hebrew language., but with one or two excep­

tions, their Ewope ts narrow and fragmental. 

My attempt to write the history of the Bulgarian Jewish 

Community dur,:tng the Second World War• 1.s a pioneer work in a 

twofold sense. First, due to the lack of published bibliog~ 

raphies on the subject, I had to cox•reapond with eve:r1y ,Jewish 

historical ar•ch1ve 1 11.brary., and center of documents in this 

country as well as in Israel and Europe, in search for source 

materials. After.• amassing documents and sources, I was f'aced 

with the problem of select:l.ng and ox•dertng the relevant mat(~r ... 

ial. Second., once the documents had been made available in 

the form of microfilms or. photostata., there remained the prob~ 

lem ot' translating them into Engli.sh before they could be used 

and incorporated into this work. 

In the coux•se of reHiearoh., I was unselfishly assisted by 

a number of people. Ii11.rat, I am deeply i.ndebted to Dr. Ellis 

Rivkin, Professor of' Jewish Hititory, ot.· the Hebrew Union Coll..,, 

ege-Jewish Institute of' Religion fo:r.• his initial encouragement, 

:t 



cont:tnuous assistance,, and inva;tuable suggestions. 

I am gratei'ul to Mtt,. Herbert Zaf':t'ren, chief Libra.rian of.' 

the Ci.ncirmat:t School of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish In­

stitue of' Rel1g1on, ... 'who facil1tated my work by purchasing, on 

behalf' of' the college library, the microfilms and photostats 

needed for my research. 

'rhe following persons from the Yad Vashem Remembrance 

Authority 1n J'erusalem rendc➔red valuable help: Miss Ora 

Aloalai., Mrs. M. Rositzkah, Mrs$ B,. Klibanski, and Dro Joseph 

Kerm1.Sho 

To Mesar,. Ell Baruch, Benjamin Arditt:t., Nathan Greenberg, 

Rabbi Daniel Z:ton, and Mrs. Shoshana Ben Yoseph, all of them 

past leaders of the Bulgarian Jewish Community and at present 

citizens of Is:i:•ael., my sincere thanks t'or ·the valuable time 

they alloted me in the course of' my resea1'.'oh,. ar>d for the 

permission to quote f'r•om their publtoations. 

~:'he Qpn.s.;tf:!.~9r.i~ .. £~.n~11:fi1.~ ~ ~ •. [b~'.P., .~ ~1!1e.if.H'.!~.J, Sofi.a, 

Bulga:r.ia and the ~E..~!£. ~ J22..<ill!P~!'.t ~&Y~- Qgn~.~J!!P~""1=.U§.. 

!h Pa:r:ts made avatlable to me all thetr materials pe1:-tatning 

to the Bulgarian t'Tewish Community., 

Another 1.nst:ttution) which len·t me assistance in my work, 

was YIVO Instttue f.or J·ewish Research in New York., 

And last but not least, my heartfelt thanks and gratitude 

to Elaine, my helpmate :i.n life and partne:r :t.n this work. 
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FOUNDNI'IONS 
( 

A 111 The History of' the Community From Its Beginning 
i'tll the Liberation ot: Bulgaria tn 1878 

3 

The oldest refe:r.c-.moe to ·the extstence of a J'ewish commun-

1.ty tn the general locale of Bulgar:la is found in the comm­

entary .on !J'u_f!g~Jt (20 :15) by Rabbi David Klmht (Radak). '11ho 

·twentieth chapter describes thf, defeat; of' the 'l'r:tbe of Ben.,, 

j,amin by the other tr'Lbes of Israel" Ve:i:1EJe fifteen states 

the number of' Benja.min:tte warr'iors as 26,000 men., and the 

next verse (20t16) adds to th:l.a number a.notheI' 700 "left .... 

handed" war1~1ors, bringing the tota.1 number to 26,700. Verse 

thlrty• .. f'ive of the same chapter states that 25 1 100 Be:njaminites 

were killed :ln the battle., Rabbi. Kimhi, in his commentary 

to if.~£~!. 20 :J.5, accounts foI' the mtssing 11 600 wa:r:t'iors by 

saying that 600 of. them escaped to a cer•tain l.ocatton uamed, 

tn Hebrew, "Selah HaRimon,.. 11 He ascmmed that the other 1.,000 

warriors had been kiJ.led in the battles previous to the major 

battle, or, as the Midraah relates, these 1,000 warriors 

jout"'neyed to the land of' "Romania II and settled there. 

The above oommentary would have .been meaningless were 

tt not :f'or the fact that the filgx,'.1.9~.,!d!.~- ~~..19.!. (Volume 

7, p. 798) mentions that ·l.ihe Jews of Bulgaria, during the 

twelfth century, were undeJ.1 th<~ influence of the Greek culturt~ 

and were called 11Romani.ot1m. 11 Rabbi David K1mht lived during 

the twelfth cerltury.> and one may safely assume tha't in hi.a 



commentary., "Romania II refers to the land of Bulga.x•ta.. 
( 

Mr. Benjamin A:rditti, on the basis of Dxl. Levi Herzfeld' a 

hiatm:1ioal research 9 comments that Jews took an active part in · 

the Phoenician trade., and that some of. these Jewtsh Phoenician 

traders settled in the different Europeanroountries before the 

destruction of the Second Temple.l 

Dr<> Klausner comments that the1~e has been :f.ound a Jewish ... 

Gr•eek inscription dattng f'rom the year 81 C QE. from the ctty 

of' Panticapaeum - now Keroh - near the Cimme:r.t.an Bosporous<II 

Purtherm6re., Dr. Klausner thinks that Jews may have reached 

the north shore of the Black Sea aa early as the days of the 

Hasmoneana. 2 

It is reasonable to say, therefore, that a Jewish oommun~ 

ity, or.1 communities, may have been found in the Balkan lanch, 

bef'ore the deatruct:ton ot' the Second 'l'emple. We have, however,. 

no sources which would delineate the size and nature of' this 

community., 

Mr. Benjamin Arditti quotes Rabbi Solomon Rozanes, the 

well-known Bulgari.a.n J~lwish histiorian, who conclusively proved 

that du:r1'Lng the fourth century· of. the Common I£ra. there w,1s a 

sizable Jewish oomrmmi·ty :t.r1 the Balkan lands. As evidence, 

Rozanes quo·cea the Codes of rrheod·oasius of.' Emperor Theodostum, 

the F'il--st; 1..n this Code the .Emper•or commands the govex•nors ot' 

t;he provinceis of the Balkans ·co prevent fu:r•ther persecu.tio11 

of' the Jews and to resto1"e their civil and religious r:tghtr~(l 

Furthermor•e., the Code states that these local administrators 
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were to be held responsible if these persecutions continuea.3 
I 

In the year B11., the BulgaJ:iian Czax1 ., Krum, brought to 

J3uJ.gar1a a la:t:ige number of military prisoners., amongst whom 

were Jews f.rom Saloni.ka. Benjamin Arditt1., orl the basis of 

a Papal response issued in the year 866. (seemingly prompted 

by the threatening 1nf'luenoe of these Jews) concludes that 

these JewHJh prisoners, once libex1ated,. engaged in proselytism 

in their• new homeland" It 

~
1he :§;.11Q.~£;hQ_~g_1&_ ~rai9,!, sheds f'urther light on this 

per:tod by citing that in the year 865, King Boris l accepted 

Christianity., whtch at the time was an odd mixture o1' Christian, 

Jewish., and pagan practices and belief's. As proof of the reli­

gious confusion that prevailed among these new Christiana we 

have the l"equest on the par't ot' these new Bulgarian Christians 

directed to Pope Nioola1 I asking for olarifioatlon and guid" 

a.nee concerning the practices of their new re:U.gion,., This 

requef.rt was for.•mulated in one hundried and six questions, includ­

ing: What is the correct ritual of the bx•ing:tng o:t" the first 

fruits? What animals and poultry a1?e considered l"ituaJ.J.y pure? 

What should be ·che day of' .rest, Saturday Ol" Sunday? Is it 

permittfid ·to eat ·the fleah of a.11imals who have not been slaught­

ered px1 i.o:t'll to the:1.r dea;th? What is the bu:r.ial law co11ce:t"ning 

people who have committed suic;tde'? How soon after bi.t•th can 

the husband come to his wife? ms it necessa1--y to fast during 

a drought? Must women cover thei..r1 heads :tn the House of' Prayer? 

'J~he conterlt of' these questions, and the typically Hebrew name~, 



of. the Bulgar•ian pr'lnces ...... Dav-J.d., Moses., Aaron., Samuel, 
( 

S'i.meon ...... indicate a degree of Jew:tsh influence in Bulgari.a 

du:r:l.ng the eighth and ninth centux•ies.,5 

6 

Orle may safely assume that this Jew"lsh inf'luenoe pre­

supposes the ex:tstence of a sizable and aot:tve Jewish commun ... 

tty in Bulgaria during the period. We can also exclude ·th(~ 

poss1b1.1:tty that the BuJ.gax•1an confusion between Judaism and 

Ch:i:•iatianity was due to an inf'anti.lc~ stage of' Chr1.st:tan1.ty., 

for by the etghth century, Ohristiani.ty was already a,sy,s­

t;emitized :.rel 1.gton. 'l'he only reason for the admtxture., in 

my opinion., 1s that; tTews engaged in proselytism, just as the 

Chr1st1arl missi.onaxl:J.es did-, and di.f':f'e:i.,.ent parts of' ·the popula ... 

tion were converted to different religions. 

Additional proof' of ·the :i.nfluence of a Bulgartan Jewish 

communtty tr1 the ninth centur•y ts advanced by Benjamin Arditti 

when he quotes Mr. Solomon Rozaneso Rozanes indicates that 

Saint Kyr11, one of the most zealous Chr1.st ians who ·worked 

among the Slavs, had to lea:rn Hebrew in order to hold debates 

with the l"ab bi. s • 6 

During the tenth and eleventh centuries, large numbers of 

Jews from the Byzanttne lands found 1:-efuge in Bulgaria and 

established Jew1.sh communities in the larger cities s'l;:1.mulat:tng 

synogogue const:r.•uct:ton and some J"ew:t.sh scholarship. One of 

·the ancient synogog1.wis of. Sot'ia ts the "Kahal de J.os Gregos 11 

(Synogogue <>t' the G:r:•eek Jewt:1), which dates back to this per:l.ode7 

In the year 1097, Rabbt Toviah Ben lU:tc➔ zer of Ca.si;m:-ia wrotf.? 



"Le'k:ach Tov, 11 the f' irst known wox•k of Jewish scholarship of 
I 

the Bulgarian Jewish Community., 

'7 

During the :f:'ollowtng centuries t;he s1.ze and the 'lnfluence 

of the Bulgari.an Jewtt1:1h Community increased consider1ably., 

Ardtttt, quoting l:'rof1-)ssox' Konstar1t1n J1recek, indicates that 

dur1.ng thi.s per•iod one of t;he important rnembet•s of' the Chur•ch 

translated from the Greek into Bulgarian "Six Set•mons Aga:t.nat · 

the Jews, 11 a measure dev'lsed to decrease the influence of the 

Sews on the Ch1--1st1an believers,. 8 

It is difficult to asoertatn the success of' these a·ttempta 

to diminish the influence of ·[;he ,J'ewa during the thil:iteenth 

and fourtc~en-th centuries. One indication., however., that points 

to the failure of such measux•es 1a the fact that Czar Ivan 

· Alexander, in the year 1346., divorced his f'il-.st wife, Queen 

Theodora Vlashka, in order to marry a Jewess named Sarah, who., 

upon her conversion to Qhristianity, assumed the name Theodora 

(Glorious or Enlight;ened) a:nd became Queen of. Bulgaria and 
. 9 
Greece. 

1.l~here are conflicting opil1ions expressed by histor.1:tans 

concerning the state of the Jews in BLllg;a:r1ia during Queen 

Theodorat s reign., Ardi'l:;ti. credits her with tntervention on 

behalf' of' the J'ews, 10 while Mr •. Eli Baruch indicates that 

du:r.ing hei~ reign ·l:ihe ~Tews were expelled from Tu:rnova, the 

capital oi•ty of Bulgar1.ajl 11 'rl1e Jewish Encycloped:ta discusses 

the state of' the Jews at the time o:t' Queen Theodora•s x~e:tgn: 



According to Christo J<I/ Poppof', an ecolestast:1.oal 
hist~)rian of' Bulgaria, the Jews of rrurnova., tak1ng 
advant;age of' the fact that one of their number mat on 
the throne., and pr•esu.ming on bhe queen• s :t'avor•, set 
no limits to their lnsolenoe, profaning the icons, the 
churches, ev(m the euchar:tat itself', and blaspheming 
all that 1a most sac:r:-ed to Ohriatianity; so that their 
evil deeda encouraged heretics and furmented popula:r:• 
disturbance so 

By ·che advtce of the patriarch ~}heodox•e, Ivan 
Alexander called a nat1.onal counc1.1 in 1352, which war1 
attended by all the prelates of the country; and in 
the pr•esence of' the ozar himself' and of Queen 'l'heodora 
and her children a solemn anathema was pronounced 
against all heretics and Jewt~, and their expulston 
from the country was decreed. Owi.ng to the entreaties 

8 

of Theodora, however, three Jews who had been oondemned 
to death for• blasphemy were reprieved.,, thei.l" f:Jentences 
being commuted to other1 punishments,; but in accordance 
with the decree of the council, the community of Tu:i:inova, 
wh1.ch had long tnhabi.ted a ghetto at the foot of the 
citadel of' Tr•apesit:za, was dispersed,. and Jews never 
settled again :tn the city. Accordtng 'lio another account J 2 they emigrated to Nioopolis on the death of Ivan Chiohman. · 

During t~e f'ouri;eenth and fifteenth centuries the Jewish 

oommun:tt;y of' Bulgaria was 1l1oreased considerably by the infl.ux 

of J"ewish refugees f:t•om the Hungarian and Bav1.-1r:tan lands result ... 

ing from the expulaion of the Jews from Hungary by Ludwig I., 

Many of these Jews settled in Bulgaria and established an 

Ashkenaz:to Jewish community, which :tnol."eased considerably in 

1450 af·ter the expulsion ot' the Jews from Bavaria by a decree 

from the Bavartan Herzog ... ,.., a decree that was prompted by Pope 

Ntcolai V and F'ather Oapi.strai-10. '.rhe exiled1 Bava1"ian Jews 

traveled southward on the Danube River and settled 1n the 

Bulgarian cities along the 111vero13 

By the fifteenth century Bulgarj;a had been subjugated by 
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the Ottoman 'rurks., who proved to be toler1ant to the Jewish 
I 

religi.ous mtnoritY1 Under Ottoman rule the Jewish community 

griew and prospered. When the Jews of Spain and Portugal 

were fO:t"c.rnd 'to leave the:tr lands, many of' them settled in 

the European part of the Ottoman 11:mptre, which included Bul"" 

garia."' These l"ef'ugees from Spain and Portugal brought with 

them r1.oh experiences in autonomous Jewish communal living$ 

Many of the uewoomers were educated in the arts and aciencese 

Because of their cultural and social and eoonomio superiority, 

·they became leaders tn their new commun:ttieao MarJy of their 

customs and folkways., including the J.adino language, became 

dominant in the var•ioua Jewish comm1.:m:tties. 

One of the greatest Jew1.t3h scholars of. all times, Joseph 

Karo, the compiler of the §.1!.l:!1..Qh..~ ~~k, res:t.ded 1n Bulgaria 

tor thirteen years (1523-1536), while he was writing his 

!?_~Jl ~~~ .. 
Duri:tng the sixteenth.and seventeenth centuries many of 

the Jews ot' J3t~lgar:ta became suooeasful, international merchants~ 

Arditti., on the basis of' Px10:fesaor Konstantin Jirecek• s wor•k, 

concludes that dUl"1ng the middle of the seventeemth century 

the Jewish merchants of' Sofia completely displaced the Dubrov ... 

ni.o merchants (non ... Jew1sh me:r.1ohants), who., up to that •time 

had vtrtually monopolized impo1"t and expox?t; trade Ill 14 The 

faot that most of the traders of the other comme:i:•oial centers 

of the Ottoman Empire were also ~rews may have helped the Bul ... 

garia.:n Jew:lflh me:ttoha::nt;s to p1-1osper a.s they did,. Further 
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evtdence of Jewish suocErns in commerce and f'inanc1al matters 
( 

ts c1ted by Ardttti, who on the basts of Pl."ofesaor Jack Nathan• r:J 

resea:i:•ch., concludes that the ;rews from Htrnjuk, a h~'!.:r.bo:r c}1ty 

on the Danube, had acquired from the Turkish authoriti.es the 

right to collect taxes f'or t1-iavel on the Danube .. 15 

Generally speaking., ther•e :Ls ample evidence ·that during 

the first .three hundred year•s of. the Ottoman rule over Bul"" 

garta the Bulgarian Jewish Commuri:L ty i'ai:i:•ed well econom1cally o 

Although prosperity brought with it considerable cultural 

growth., the small ~rnmbe:i:1 of.' Jews in Bulgaria with virtually 

no intellectual traditions falled to develop into a center 

of learning., 11:very Jewish community, :regardless of' its si.ze, 

had a synogogue., but only the larger communitie.s had a Milda:r1 ., 

a Jewish school, which was equivalent to the :!!astern :e:u:ropean 

cheder. 

1.l~he best known among the teachers of these schools dur:t.ng 

this period 1a Moses Ben Joseph Ventul'.*a, also called Verltura 

of 'rivoli etnd Ventut•a of' ,Jerusalem. He was educated in Jerus­

alem, and in the latter half of' the sixteenth century., he 

settled in s111.st1:iia, Bulgartao Rabb:1. Ventura was the author 

of Xfil![ln ti,QJ!he 41 a commentary on the §J1~8:.!1- th?::J!k:J X.2£.§:. !?,~~} ah,. 16 

The F'rench Revolut1.on and the Eu;r•opear1 wa:ri1 following tt., 

b:t•ought unrest to subjugated Bulga:rlia., a country that had been 

under' the rule of the rru:rkish Empire for four hundred year•s o 

In the f :t.:r.st pa1:it of the nirn~teenth oentur•y the:r.:ie began an 

aottve :r•esistanoe by Bl3}Ji':i4t_J:l1an :nationalists against the· 
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Turki.sh rulers., It :ts d:tff'icult to aacert;ain what pa.rt; the 
I 

Jews of Bulgaria played in the Bulgarian struggle for• l ibera-

tion, whtch was grea'l;J.y intens:tf':ted in the second half of the 

nineteenth century., 

Ar•d'ltti asse:r•t;a that the Jews who e:njoyed an autonomous 

commun1 ty status under the 1l'urks were r•elucta:nt to lend 

support to the struggle for 1 ibera'l,ion.. S:tnoe this s-t;r•uggle 

was support;ed by the Russians, who were notorious for 'their 

harsh treatment of the Russian Jews, the Bulgaria.1:1 Jews re ... 

al tzed that conquest and JJ.beration of Bulgarta by Russ:t.a 

might brtng an erld to the tolerant pol tc :l€H3 of the 'l'Lu:•ks ,. 17 

Ard:ttt1 indi.cates., howeve1\, that desp'i.ti~ their reluctance to 

support; Bulgarian 1ndependemce,, the J'ews did foresee \; :,c~; 

the futu:r1e Bulgarian victory; and they,, theref'ore, suppor•ted 

the Bulgaritim nat:t.onal movement indirectly. It should be 

noted, however., that Al."ditti brings 110 evtdence in support 

of these conclusions. 

Baruch, on the othe:i? hand., t:i:11es to pr•ove that the Bul­

garian Jews had patr1iot1.c i'eelings toward their enslaved 

fathe:i."lland,;1 and he states that Bulga.r:1.ane and JewfJ worked 

actively together toward thts revolut1.ona:r.y goai.18 Ba:ruch•s 

conclusion conoerntng the alleged patrtotism ot' the .Jews is 

not convincing, for it ts difficult to eee how a minority 

group wpijld work toward the independence of the country, 
' '"'-,' ~ 

when the exti~t1.ng foreign ruler of. the country assured it 

a secure economi.c and soctal position. Baruch does not 



support his conclusions except for a reference to the fact 

that Vasil Levsky, the hero of the Bulgarian underground 

movement, did htd·e a number of' times 'in Jew'lsh homes while 

pursued by the Turkish authorities. 

12 

As mentioned above, neither Arditti nor Baruch bring 

ev1.dence to support their conclusions; Arditti does, however, 

present a morE:~ coherent explanat; ion of' the act i vtt ie a of 

the Jewish minority dur:tng the Bulgarian War of Liber.atio:n., 

Additional support to the opin:ton that the Jews WE-)re not 

act'!.ve during the struggle against the Turks is found in 

Mr~ N.M. Gelbe:r 1s statement that during the 188o•s there 

exi.sted ,~trong anti-Semtt1o tendencies in Bulgaria> which 

could be traced to the neutx•al attitude of the Jews during 

the struggle against the Turks. 20 
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B.. The Beginning of the Modern Period .... 
From 1878 t'ilJ. the End 1of the First World War 

The years commenc:tng with ·bhe 11.bera:l.ii.on of' Bulgaria in 

J.8'78 and terminating a:t the end of the First World War, t'or 

the sake of conceptualization, can be considered as one unit, 

despite the f'act that not all events and conditions of these 

forty years can be synthesized into a unitary historic pattern. 

'l'he outstanding cha.racteristic of this forty year period ts 

the relative fr•eedom that the Bulgarian Jewish Community 

enjoyed, a freedom that the Bulgarian Jewish Community did 

not exp,~rience again for the rest of its existence, except for 

a short interval under the liberating Ruaatan a:r.1mies 1.n 1944,o 

The Modern Period is divided into five major headings., 

eaoh 1ntx-ins1.cly related to· t;he others 

A. ~.1he Internal Structure of the Bulgarian Jewish Community,, 

B,. 'l'he Educational System of the Bulgarian Jewi.sh Commun'l.ty. 

c. The Economic and Social Conditions of the Bulgarian Jewish 

Community. 

D9 Anti ... Semit1.sm in Bulgarta. 

E. The Zionist Movement in Bulgaria. 

A 9 THE INrl'ERNAI, STH.UC'L'URE OF THE BULGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

In 1878, the Congress of Berlin recognized the indepen­

dent principality of Bulgaria. Article VII of the Treaty of 

Berlin required the newly-founded principality to grant equal 

civil and political rights to all of its subjects, including 



the JeWSc, 

According to N. M., Gelber: 

The status of the Jewish antother minorities was 
governed by a new program, following Wester.•n .European 
models, which was ini.tiated by Dr. Konstantin Jirecek., 
The 'Provi.s:tonal T..aw for the Cultural Admi.nist:r.•ation 
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of Christians, Muslems., and Israelites,• dx•awn up in 
J.880,- included a code for the t1ewi.sh mi.nority,,, A1 .. t:tcle 
III, Sections 40-lVr recognized the synagogue as the 
local unit., Each synagogue was to be headed by.a 
council of three to five members elected with the assis­
tance of the rabbi$1 

In 1902, in a democratic vote taken by the Bulgarian 

Jewish Community., the Cfmtral tTewish Consistory was estab ... 

lished as the official 3:iepresentative of' the tTews of. Bu1 ... 

ga:ria. I1,our years passed, however, before the Bulgarian 

Foreign Ministry and the Ministry of Religions would grant 

recognition to the Consistory as the official spokesman for 

the Bulgarian Jewish Oommunity. 2 The Consistory, from its 

establishment until 1919, was headed by the Chtef' Rabbi of 

BuJ.gariao The Jewish community waa thus unda;r• a religious 

authority , .. _ an 1.nterma.1 structure simtlar ·to the system 

which preva.U.ed in the majority of the➔ J<'.lwiah communities of' 

WeS'ter•n Europe pr'ior to the mode1"n period/II This sem'L­

autonomous arrangement wat3 not always an amiable one. There 

was a const;ant oonfl:lot between the Chief' Rabbi of' Bulgaria 

and the membership of the Central Consistory~ The first 

Chief Rabbis 1n Bulgaria were Gabl iel AJ .. mozano and Moshe 

Tadge:r.., In l886., Dr. Simon Dankowitz was appointed to this 

post., and he was succeeded by Dr,. Moritz Gruenwald who i.n 
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turn was succeeded by Dr. Mal?cus Ehre:npreis,.3 

The Jewish commun1:ty in Bulga.ria had its own judicial 

system which was authorized by the Bulgarian Government to 

deal with matters perta1.n1ng to domest1c relations and l"el:1.­

gious questions. '11he community was governed by the National 

Jewish Council called Sbor. The Sbor was made up of deJ.ega·tes -- -
who represented ever.•y single Jewish community, and its most 

important function was to elect the twenty ... one members of the 

Central Consistory once every three years. 4 

B • THE EDUCATIONAL SYS'l1EM OF' TH.E BULGARIAN .JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Prior• to the liber•ation of Bulga1"ia the level of school­

ing of the small Jewish community of' Bulgaria. was generally 

low* There were Jewish schools or the traditional type in 

all Jewish communities, but Jewish children x•a:r•ely, if ever,. 

rece1ved any secular educat1on .. 5 

'rhe Alliance Israelite Universalle established its first 

elementa:r:•y school in Bulgaria in 1870.. After 1B78 the number 

of the Alliance schools increased considerably, and by the 

turn of the century there were fourteen such schools operat­

ing in Bulgaria.. These schools st:t•esaed, in addition to the 

Bulgarian studies, the study of the :B1 rench language.. and ., 

'it also included a very l tm:l..ted number of' Hebrc~w subjects .. 

There is no question that the study of the French language 

in the Alliance schools enabled some of its graduates to 

develop successful export-import businesses in the beginn-



tng of' the present century. Jrrench was at that t1me the 

cornmercial language of' Europe, and proficiency in the li'rench 

language was a necessity tor those who were involved in inter-

nationaJ. trade. 
As early as 1903 the Zion'l..stl!!1~ faction with:Ln the Consis-

tory demanded that the Alliance schools devote a greater part 

of' their curriculum to the study of J'ew1ah subjects., 6 The~ 

conflict between the Zionists and the Alliance continued until 

1920, when the Zionists gained control of' the Consiato:i:•y as 

well as ot" the individual Jewish communities., This victory 

of' the Zionists brought about a complete reorganization of' 

the Jewish system of education. 

It is possible to sum up the development of. Jewish educa-

tion in Bulgaria during this forty year period in a few words. 

In the la:be nineteent;h century the function of. Sewi.sh educa­

tion was in the hands of the local synagogues (through the 

!1J.:.19-~ system, which iB the equivalent to the Eastern Europ ... 

With the liberation, the Alliance system 
I 

gained a predominant place. Its neglect, however., of Hebrew 

and Jewish subtieots caused such dtssatisfactton that the 

educational system was centralized under the Consistory, 

which in turn resulted in an 'Lnoreased emphasis on Hebrew 

and subjects of' Jewish impo:i:•tance. 
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a. 'l1HE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDI'rIONS OI~ THE BULGARIAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

In 1881 the first census of independent Bulgaria was taken. 

At the time t.here were in Bulgaria 14,342 Jews out of a total 

populat1.on of 2.,607,9194> The 1887 census, after Rumelia had 

become a part of' Bulgaria found the number of Jews to b,➔ 

24,352 out of 3.,154.,375.., Expressed in percentagei.;., the number 

of Jews in Bulgaria in 1887 was o.8 per cent of the total 

populatton. 

Despite the fa.ct that the number of Jews in Bulgaria doubled 

during the half century followtng the 1887 census, the percentage 

of Jews as part of' the total population never exceeded 0.9 per­

cent. 

The Jewish population of Bulgaria was concentrated prim­

arily in a number of the lar•ger cities. rrhoae Jews who lived 

in the small villages and earned a living as 11the middle man" 

betwe€-m the farmer and the o1:t;y merchants were forced out of 

their eoonomto functions by the farmer~d cooperatives between 

the yearrJ 1910-1926 .. 8 

Mr. N. Mo Gelber presents an accurate description of the 

economic life of the Bulgarian Jewish Community: 

The general ~conomic sttuat1.on of.' the Jew~, i.n BuJ. ... 
c:•:_gal:•1a :i:•esembled that of the ,1ew1sh minot•ities through ... 

out central and southeastern Europe. They were pre­
eminently engaged in tradeJbut, industrious and persis­
tent as they were., did not dominate commerce or banking. 
In a few enterprises leading positions were oooupied by 
Jews, but not in the country• a infant i:ndust:r."Y• '11hey 
were typical tradespeople and only in a few cases mere.h. ... 
ants of higher l"'a..nk. The economic structUl."e of' 1,u1 ... 

l 
1 l 



gar•ian Jewry was, in fact, not part:i.cularly divers ... 
1f1ed. The Jews had clung tb certain occupations 
for decades., if' not t'or· centuries., J'ewish business 
leaders, such as appeared 1n Germany., Austria., or 
Czechoslavakta, simply did not emerge from the small 
Bulgarian-Jewish group. Even where a particular 
branch was exclusively cont:i:•olled by Jews., they did 
not dominate the f'ield in question aB a whole o This 
circumstance is to be attributed to the activity of 
the Greeks and Armenians as well as of' the Bulgarians 
tn commerce, industry., and later also in banking., 
which surpassed that of the Jews., ~rhe we·aknesa o:f' the 
Jews• social and political position. in Bulgaria during 
these decades made them no match for their Christian 
competito1.-ts. Emancipation had 1.ndeed opened up for 
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them careers in the medical, legal and engeneering 
profess:tons, but even there Jews were not well represented. 

The census of 1920 enumerated 13,444 gainfully 
occupied Jewish persons (11,522 men and 1,922 women)., 
or thirty per cent ot' the total Jewish popula,t'Lon., 
As may :readily be seen fxaom rrable II, the wage ... earners 
outnumbered the self-employed class to some extent, 
while i.n the ca:tegory of commerce., on the othe:i:1 hand 1 
comprising somewhat more than half of' the ga:tnf'ully 
occupied Jewish population., the self-employed merchants 
fo:rmed the majoJ:1:Lty (63 per cent)., In this connection 
1.t may be noted that among all persons engaged in 
commerce the Jewish merchants formed 10.6 per cent of 
the self-employed class.,9 

In banking, the Jews pla:y·ed a negligible part" The only 

banks that employed Jews were those whtch operai;ed with foreign 

capital. Some Jews acted as brokers for the insurance com­

panies p1;,ior to 1918; most of them, however, were displaced 

by demobilized of'ficers and Russian x•efugees •10 

Do ANTI ... SEMITISM IN BULGARIA 

1rhe Jews of Bulgaria took an active pax•t in the Serbo ... 

Bulgari.an War of 1885, and i'or thet:r devotion to their f'ather ... 

land many of them were cited f'or heroism by Pr'l.nce Alexander 
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Batemberg. 'J!he participation ol the Jews in this war d1ss­

ipated ~1ome of the anti-Jewish feelings that had become man ... 

if'e st when J'ews rema:tned neutral dur•'l.ng the Bulgarian War of 

Liberati.on. 

According to N.M. Gelber, additional reason for the 

presence of ant1 .... semitism :tn Bulgaria. following the estab-

11.shment of the independent:; state, was the ha.tx•ed felt against 

Benjamin Disraeli, Britain's representative to the Congress of 

Be:t."lin,- who was held responsible for ·the territorial sac­

rifices imposed upon Bulgaria under the Berlin Treaty.
11 

· During the 188o•s there were two ritual murder accusa­

tions levelled against the J·ews<I' Also 'Ln a number ot' towns, 

the market day was held on Saturday ... , ... the equivalent of an 

economic boycott on the Jews. There was no overt anti~Sem~ 

itism in Bulgar•ia, however•, until the economic crisis after 

the Ftrst Wol"ld War. All evidence indicates that the Bulgarian 

peoplejwho had been persecuted by the Turks were, on the whole, 

tolerant t,)ward the J'ewish minority during the first half cen­

tury of their independence., One can account for the small num­

'ber of Jews who were employed by the Bulgarian Ctvil Service 

during this period by the better opportunities found in the 

private enterpriset In addition, the Civil Service positions 

were distributed according to party allegiance, and very few 

Bulgarian Jews were actively involved in the Bulgarian pol.1t-

ical life. 
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E 0 THE ZIONIST MOVEME~'.l~ IN BULGARIA 

The first local Zionist organizations in Bulgaria were 

established 1.n 1895 by Mr. Joseph Marco Baruch in Sofia, 

Pazarjik, and Plovdiv., Dm::oing the following year a Nati.onal 

Zionist Organization was set up with central offices tn Sofia@ 

Herzl• s ~~~.i.~Jl ~12§1.t~. had been translated 'into Bulgarian 

shortly after• its publication 1.n Ge1'lman. Herzl himself via ... 

i:ted Bulga1'.'ia twice in 1896., and he was welcomod by the J'ew'ish 

commuiiity as though he were the Messtah .. 12 

In 1897 Herzl 1.nvtted delegates i'rom the Bulgarian Zionist 

Organization to pa1,.ticipate in the li11rst; Zionist Congress. 

Delegates f.rom Bulgar:1.a continued to parti.cipate :Ln every one 

of the World Zionist Cong:resses O l3 

Many of the Jews of Bulgaria. became ardent Zionists. Intern ... 

al struggles bet;ween the membe1'ls of' the different f'a,ct1ons with ... 

in the communities continued taking place until the meeting of 

the Second Congress of' the Bulgarian J'ews in 1920" A·t that 

time the Zionists claimed a majority.) and new statuitue·st:were 

adopted that proolatmed the national and religious sol1dar1.ty 

of all Jewish inhabitants of' the country·., 14 

'l1he p:t."'inciples of the Zioni.st movement se:c•ved as guide11:tJEH3'.'.'. 

for the BuJ.gax11.an Jewish Community,,, 'l'hus, the Bulgarian Jewish 

Oommun1.ty proclaimed itself' an '.l.ntegral part of the ,1ew1sh 

people of the world. Thia meant that each Jewish community in 

Bulgar'l.a had to allocate a portion of its budget to the Jewish 

' -, 

I 
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national organization. Despitr the victory of the Zionists, 

the internal struggles between the different factions oont1n• 

ued,. On the extreme right were the so-called 11notables 
11 

(the 

wealthy J'ew'l.sh element), who remained antt-ZiorrLi1ts. Thei.r 

antithesis was made up of socialists and communists., who;follow­

ing the •~und" principles, desired to abolish the religious 

life of the communities and substitute the Ladino language for 

Hebrew,. 

'I'he ZiontstB were the only group who could present a 

united front, and for that reason they became the leaders of 

the Jewish communt.ty of J3lllgaria until J.9Ll,8. 



FROM THE END OF THf~ F' IRST WORLD WAR 
1J.1ILL 'l'HE RISE OF HITLER IN 1933 
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Bttlgaria was Ge1"many • s ally during the First Wox•ld War, 

and the def.eat of Ge:r.rnany was also the defeat of. Bulgaria .. 

From that time 011 these two countries _.,, these part;ners in 

def'eat ...... were jo1.ned in destiny.. One can hardly say that 

this comradeship between Bulgar'l.a and Germany was br•ought 

about by sheer 1dea11stio oonv1ot1ons, but ratherlit was baaed 

on a number oi' practical oonsidera·ttons ·which will be explored 

in this chapter .. 

The German-Bulgarian all :Lance dur1.ng World Wat• II seems 

to account for the salvation of the Bulgarian Jewish Commun­

ity during the war., This allia.nce dated back to their common 

fate during World War I. He.d Bulgaria been on the victor:tous 

aide, that 1.s, on the B:t1 itish-French side during the Ft.rst 

Wo1"ld Wa.r 1 chances are that tt would have rematned neutral 

during the Second World War, relying upon its mutual defense 

pacts with England and France .. Hitler would have overrun 

neutral Bulgaria, just as he overran the other neut~al coun­

t;ries. And once Bulgar1ia would have become a conquered te­

rritory, nothing could have prevented the annihilation of' 

the Bulgarian Jews by the Nazis. 

History does have its p1:.n•adoxes.,. 'l'he defeat of. Bulgarta 

in the First·world War, a defeat highly lamented by the Bu1 ... 

· gartan Jews who had taken an active pa.rt in this war., ind'lrect ... 

ly brought salvation to the Jews twenty~five years later. 

In this chapter I intend to discuss primarily two sub-
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jects: firs~Bulgaria's internal position in the post First 
I 

Wol.'•ld Wa:r1 Europc:J, its relationship with Germany, and the r'l.se 

of anti-Semitism in Bulgaria; second, economical, social and 

political changes that took place within the Bulgar•1.an Jewish 

Community during the fif'teen years 1918-19330 

1. Bulgari.a • s Internal and Exte.r•nal Condi t'lons 
From 1918 ... 1933 

At the end of the F1ir.st World War the .E!uropean nat:l.ons 

were divided "tnto two camps, ·the victorious nations, and the 

dflfeated nations" Gex'many, Austria, Hungary, and Bulgaria 

were among the defeated nationb1 o10 'I'he victors were not concer•ned 

with the fate of the vtctims and were not w1.lli.ng to help 

them rehabilitate their ru:1.ned economies. There was no Ma;t"ahal 

Plan., nor the flow of private 'l.nvestment cap:ttal into the 

defeated countries. Bt.:ilgaria, having suf'fer1ed terri. torial 

annexation and having under1gone sever•e financial stra:tn during 

the wa:t\, was left with a shattered economy. 

It 1.;s,~nat';surp:t:1:tsi.ng,, therefore, that Bulgaria witnessed 

the rtse of a number of' super ... nationalistio organizations •1 

'rl'1e f'i.:r.st such organization, the Kobrat., was no1; antt-Semit:1.o; 

indeed, it even welcomed ,Jews :1.rlto 1 ts ranks. 2 In the early 

1920's, the Homeland Defense (lli?.9,r!!!,_ ~f!.,~,l.t~) and the National 

Society for Political Renascence (~.lli!:1!!.~ ~~~ g~_ 

Politicheako Voz:ra.zhdane), under the leadet•ahip of Dr. Alexander _.,,_, ______ ._ ....... ----..,.. ............ - ...... 

Stalinski, were establishedo Both of these organizations were 

anti ... Semtttc.3 



In its publtoations., 1t1~- ~Ill!. P.!~~- continuously 

px,inted news about the pogroms and persecutions whi.ch we,re 

taking place against the Jews in the different parts of. the 

world, hoping, thereby, to lay the foundations f.or similar 

treatment ot' the \Tews in Bulgat11ao Gelber1 i~ays that at that 

time, the majority of' the Bulgarian journals, realizing the 

goal desired by the anti~Sem1t1c publication~ protested vig­

orously by pointing out the loyalty of' the Bulgarian Jews 

toward their homeland. 4 

The 'l.nfamous Der Stuemer was already appe:H:tring in Germany; 
""'~~,.. .... ----

many of tts cartoons were being :repr:i.nted in the BuJ.gar:i.an 

language by the Homeland Defense and similar organ1zat1ons.5 

'l'he State of' Bulgaria never had enough academic faoiltt:tes 

to train its professional and acade~ic cadres; subsequently, 

many Bulgax•ia11 students were studying in Ger•man unive:t."'Sities"' 

Many or these students, who during thei:r1 stay in Germany were 

exposed to the ideology of' the National Socialist Party.,, became 

active supporters of the Bulgarian anti~Semltic movement upon 

thei.r return to Bulgaria. 

r:I.1he climax of tension between the anti-Semi.tea and the 

Jewi.sh community was reached in 1932 with the Kalpakohi<~i1 

'l'rial. 

Dimitri Kalpakch:tef was one of the leaders oi' the Home­

land DefE-mse :tn Sofia.. Du:i:iing the fall of' 1931, he and some 

of his strongmen began attacking Jews at rand.om.. Most ot' the 

victtms were attacked while on public premises (streets., park:s, 
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etc,.). In December., 19317 the police finally apprehended the 
I 

young criminals and their lEiader, and on the 6th of' June, 1932., 

the trial was held,.. The trial was more than an ideological 

duel between the ant:J. ... Semtt.es and the Jews"' During the trial 

violent scuffles took place outside the court house between 

the members of the Hom(:lland Defense and the members of the 

Jewish youth and Jew:1.sh veterans organtzations.. The cou:r::1t 

f'ound Kalpakchief gui.lty of violence, kidnapping., and attempt 

to kill, and sentenced him to fifteen years in ja11. 6 

The general eoonom1o and political conditions in Bulgaria 

during the early 1920• s made good soi.1 for an active Communist 

Movement.. Pea:r.•ing Commlmism, extreme right elements toppled 

the democratic government tn 192ii and put an end to democ:r.aoy 

iti Bulgaria for the following four years. There is no evidenoe 

that the dtctatorial government was anti-Semitic; the atmosphere 

gener•ated by the ruling eJ.f::ments, however., was not favorable 

to socialistic ideals or movementr-3 1 and t·or that reason the 

Zion:t.st socialists,. 11 Poalei Zion, 11 suf'!'er•ed a temporar•y set ... 

back in their at·tempts to unite all of the Bulgarian Zionists 

under the Poalei Zion leadership.7 

Demoorat:tc life in Bulgaria was restoi ... ed in 1927, but not 

for long. In 193~., seven yE;ars later, another £9.J:.!12. g,' !2.:!2.~i 

took place, and this was the end of true democracy for Bul­

gariEh 
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2,. r.rHE BULGARIAN JEWISH COMMUNirCY FROM 1918-1933 

Bulgaria always was, and still ts, primarily an agricultural 

country,. Industry has always been scarce and of little importance 

to :t.ts nat:I.onal economy. Bulgar'laJI s:I.nce the Industrial Revolu­

tion, received its industrial goods from other European countries, 

and it exported agx•ioultural p.roducts in exhange • When, there­

fore, European agriculture as early as 1922 sank into economic 

depress:1.on Bulgaria was especially hard hit by the depression., 

The restrtctton on foreign currency and :t'o.t•eign t1~ade> bl'•ought 

about by the defeat in the war and the depression that ensued 

af'ter the wax•, jeopardized ·the econom:tc solvency of' the Bul ... 

ga1,,1an Jews. Many ,Tews during the 1920 s s, primarily the petty 

mf~rchanta, were thrown into the .ranks of the wor•king class.. Th'ls 

displacement of the Jewish merchants was also accelerated by the 

establishment of a lar•ge number of' purchasing and mar•ket'lng 

coope:r•atives among the Bulgarian farmers., which., by eliminat:ing 

the need for the mtddle...,man 1 deprived many Jews of their 1:i.vel:J.­

hood" N,. M~ Gelbe!1 tndJ.oates in his stattsti.cal tables that 

between the censuB of 1920 a:nd that o:f' 1926 the number of f~elf'­

ernployed (Jews decreased f.1:•om 49-.3 per cent to lH ,.2 per.• cent,. 8 

Th:ts sixteen per cent dect•ease of. self'-empJ.oyl~d J'ews in the sho.r.•t 

span of six years indicates a severe eoonomtc crisis .. 

Astxmk Caleb, who wrote thfJ chapter1s pertaining to the demo ... 

g.t?aphic and economic cond:J.tions of the J'ews of' Bulgaria 1n El 1 

Baruch's book, sums up the situation during this period with two 
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important observations: first., the percentagE~ of Bulgarian Jews 
I 

in relation to the total population was decreas1ngJ and second, 

the Jews each year WE')t'e becoming poorer and poorer. 9 1l'l'1e con ... 

sequence was stepped-up.emigration .. As Gelber puts it, "the 

economic cr:tsis,aocompanied by manU'est tendencies to oust Jews 

from economto positions, prompted them (the Jews) to leave the 

c<".>Untry,. 1110 

'.Nie deterioration of ·the B1,1:Lgar1.an economy, wh1.oh brought 

with 1t economic sanctions against the Jews, coupled with the 

rapid development of the cooperattve movement in Bulgari.a, 

spur•red the Jews to pool their available eco.nom1.c resources into 

t;he newly-m:iganized JewHJh cooperative banks~11 

Eli. Baruch., who i.n 1931 Wl"Ote a thests on the Jew1sh coop•~ 

e:r.ative banks, states that the oapitaJ. of the largest Jewish 

bank, Bank Geula oi' Softa., was :tn that yea:r. :t.n excess of l00i00o,ooo 

12 J.eva.. Bank Geula ser•ved as the central clearing house i'oi-• all 

the other J'ewtsh banks 1> 

Gelber esti.mates that the tot;al capital of all the Jewish 

banks in Bulga:r.1a in 1931 to have been 130,000,000 leva (wh:tch 

at; the prevailing 3;iate of exchange was roughly *900,000). 13 

'l1he Jew:i.sh banks made an impo:r•tar1t contrtbution toward the 

economic improvement of. the Bulgarian Jewish Community at a t:tme 

when the commercial banks were either• bankr•upt Ol." unable to extend 

credit. Desp:1.te the desi1"e of' the 1Jewish cooperative banks to 

expand their capital and activities, the changing political cond1-

•t;ions in 193!1. greatly curtailed thei:t• plan and b1"ought about a 



28 

decline in the :i:•esources of' the 
I 

J'ew1.sh coopera:t1ve banks. 

The deter•iorating economy of Bulgaria., and the dif:f'iculties 

· that this deter•ioration brought upon the economlc status of the 

Jews., did not have its immediate ef'f'ects on the or•ganization and 

morale of the Jew1.sh communityia In 1920 the oommun:U;y became 

solidi:f'ied with the Zionists occupying the key positions in the 

Cons'lstory., as well as in the local commun1.t1.es. 

The reorganized Jewish schools became the pride of. the 

commun1.ty£> Hebrew became a spoken language among the pupils,. 

Jewish vocational schools were opened to provide the students 

who were :J.ncl1ned towar•d the vocations with means of earn'1.ng a 

livelihood"'
14 

The period between the end of. the li,irst World Wa:r1 and the 

1934 Revolution 1.n Bulgaria. was a period of great 1.nternal act1v"" 

:tty within the Bulgarian Jewish Comm1mity" Most Zionist youth 

organizattons (Ha.Shomer Ha'l1zair, Ma.ccabi,. Ha'rzophe) were eatab ... 

lished and prospered during th(~ 1920 ts t 15 A number of Jewish 

newspapers and publications of Je.~wish inte1~est were printed 

during this per1oct~ 16 

Concern1.ng the assimilation of the Bulgarian Jewry, Gelber 

imys, 11the trend toward aas1m1J.ation, so characteristic of' lar.ge 

sect:Lona of :European Jewry, was v1r•t;ually non ... existent 1.n Bul­

garia~ 1117 

'110 summarize: Shor•tly af'ter the l~irst World War thE~ Bul ... 

gar1an economy fell into a depression which affected the economic 

posit ion of' the tTews <> 'l1'ne Jews of. Bulgar1.a were not able to 
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preserve the1 . .r economic status. The Jewish banks ser•ved as a 
( 

temporary "shot in the arm 11 to help the Jew:tsh merchants weather 

1,he stm.:im.., Desp1'l-;e the complications felt 1.n their economtc 

status during these years, or perhaps because of them, the Bul­

gar1.an Jewish Community made gr•eat progress towa1:id its solidifica­

tion$ primarliy with respect to its educational., political., and 

cultural aspects. 

!ID.., The Per:t.od of Uncel--ta 1.nty ... 
From the Rise of Hitler till the Outbreak of the War 

A b1--ief' resume of events preceding 1933 w1.11 be helpf'ul f'or 

understanding the impact of' Hitler• a success on Bulgari.a(I 'l'he 

defeat of Bulgaria 1.n the First World War had given rise to 

extreme elements at both poles of. the polit1cal spect1•um.. 'l'he 

communists of Bulgarta., greatly encoux•aged by the successful 

revolution in Russia, were hoping for a similar success in Bul­

ga:r.1.a.1 The nationalist elements.t for thei.r part, realizing 

the poFH:1ibil'lty of' a communist revoJ.ut1.on in Bulgaria., toppled 

the democn--atic govel."nment in 1924.. Economic depression and 

political uncertainty were x•arely absent in the 192ots,. 

Bulgaria., as yet, had no leadei:- in ·the 1nt(~rnationa1 arena 

to follow, nor a power to identify with, in its nationa11st10 

aspi3:1at1.ons., The National Sooi.alist Party of Germany was still 

an object of' mockery., while Mus sol int ta success 1.n Italy called 

i'or a 11wai.t and see 11 attitude., 

H1.tle:r•s x.1 iBe to power on March 23., 1933 gave Bulgaria the 

needed impetus and unleashe6. j.t·s latent nationa.111:rt Fascist 
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forces,,, 

According to Ba:r:•uch; King Bor1is had never been overfond of' 

the constitutional monarohal democracy. He, therefore, could 

not be expected to offer resistance to the collapse of parli.amen•"' 

tary government. On the 19th of May, 1934, a little over a yea1,, 

after IU tle.r ts ascendancy to power., the coal i ti.on gove:i:inment of 

Bulgaria, whtoh was made up of three political parties, was over~ 
I'.) 

thrown.(;;. 

There we1"e no battles in the streets, nor mass executions 

of traitox•s. The Military Council of Bulgaria became the rul'lng 

power of the state o ~Che head of th1.s councU. was the ki.ng., Czar 

Boris III,,, The new regime declared all political parties illegal 

and enacted legislation which curtailed the demooratic freedoms 

of' the people. 

The new regime was at first not anti-Semitic. This is ev­

ident from the t'ao·b that although all l3ulgar•:tan pol:U;ical part:tes 

were disbanded, the Zionist Socialist Poalei Zion was allowed to 

continue its political activities, after petition was served to 

the gove1"nment ·to the effect that. Poale1. Zion was an a,poJ.1.tioal 

organ1.zatio11.3 Had the gove:imment wished to suppress Jew1.sh 

life 1.n Bulgaria, it could have declared the J?oalei Z:ton, wh'Lch 

by then had become the ruling political party in Bulgarian J'ewish 

life, to be an illegal partyo 

One., however, may present a d1.f':t'er.ent explanation :f'or this 

tolerance. Any 1;1tudent of the history of the German Jewish 

Community under the 1rhit•d Reich1 but pr1.or to 1939., knows that 
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the Nazi government encouraged the emigr.ation of the Jews from . I 

Ge:r:•many. The preservation of the Jewish political 11.f'e in Germ-

any I and the ma:l.ntainence of branches of the Jewish Agency in 

the large German cities>we:r.e a necessity for the actual organiza­

tion of Jewish emigration. Thus, the Germans permitted the 

exi.stenoe of the Z:i.on:Lfrt Orgarlization for their own pu:i:•pose. 

The Bulgarian Communtsts 3 who ha.d been under Turk1.sh rule 

fo:r.• 500 years, and whoi:.1e liberation was st111 remembered by many 

of the older citizens, had always understood the deep sentiment 

and yearning that the Jews of Bulgaria had for Palestine., .'.·.;-.,-: 

[bis is p:robably one of the reasons that the Jews of Bulgax1ia were 

the most Zionist inspired Jewish community '.Ln E:urope. It :ts 

possible that the Czar and his Junta saw no advantage whatsoever 

1n the prohibit:1.on of ·the Zionist movement.; while on the other 

hand, they saw tn 'its existence some possible advantages for 

the future should a Jewish emigration :E't1om Bulgat11a take place 

en masse. 

An additi.onal wo1~d of' t:ixplanation is needed so as to under­

stand the Bulgarian view of Ziontstio aspi:r.at1onso Bulgaria is 

a nation composed of many minot•it:tes ...... Turks, Greeks., Armenians., 

Gypsies, J'ews _ ... minorities wh1.ch ha'(i., been living in Bulgar•ia 

for many generations.,. JJ:ach of' these gr•oups had p:resc➔ rved its 

fol1it. customs and trad1tions,. While many Western European nattons., 

much mox1e homogeneous demographically., would have considered 

active Ztontsm as an express:i.on of' disloyalty on the part of the 

Jewr~ toward his country.,_ in heterogeneous Bulgarta., Z:f.ontsm was 

z:::;;:' 
\ 
\ 
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consideJ.'led a natux•al manifestation of' the feelings o:f..' the \Tews 
. I 

fo:r• thetr ancient homeland. 

'rl1e fact., however•, that the new government and the Czar 

treated the Jews tole:r:iantJ.y dld not mean that. all was well w:tth 

the Jews dtn.•ing this period11 'rhe tip:r.•ead of anti-Semitl.ro,. propagan, .. 

da_. which had begun in t:he 1920 r sJ interrn:t:f'ied after Hitler's 

ascendancy in Ger1many. As early as Mar•ch 31 1 1933 (two weekB 

after Hitler•s vtctory) the biweekly publi.cation !3::,tl.Qm., in its 

first issue, demanded the expulsion of' the iTews from Bulgar•ia. 4 

Another• antt ... semitio publicationJ -!ht!i~£.lf ..)demanded that the (Tews 

of Bulgal."ia surrender their eccmomto power by res:1.gn1.ng f'rom 
. . 

their key positions in 1nd1 .. u1try and ba.nl<ing.,5 Si.nee at that 

time there were very few Jews in key induritr•ial positions,, and 

almost none :tn the financial world_. it appears that the demands 

expr1esEwd in .ftt1!.9Ji we:r.e bor1'1owed ve:r.batum f.'rom some anti ... 

Semitic German publication.' 

Pollowing the 1931~ 2w2.~e. g_r -~,.'~.!t complete censorship was 

imposed on the communication media., and the newly·-establ:tshed 

Department for National Propaganda was used by the government 

as an instrument for brainwashtng the populatton,,, 6 

According to Baruch, the Department of Nat1.onal Propaganda 
,~1 

was dtrectl.y i"esponsible for the erupt:ton of t;he Bulgarian 

chauv:tn:tst:tc spir:l.t., Rad'l.o programs broadcasting lraso 1st ideology 

and ant1 ... semi tic ideas helped achieve t;he goal of the new govern­

ment .. 7 

The relatio:nshlp between the Nazi Government of' Ge1"'many and 
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the new government of Bulgar-1.a !;lad more :tn common than 1.dealogtcal 

similarities, According to statistics presented by Arditti, 52,60 

per cent of Bulgar1a 1 s total exports in 1935 went to Germany, 

whereas in 1926 only 19,49 per cent of Bulgaria's total exports 

had been shi.pped to Ge1:1many, This constttuted an increase of' 

over 150 per cent in less t;han ten years o 
8 

DUl."ing the six years )1.931~.-191.J.oJ the Bulgarian Jewish Community 

concentrated all its resources on achieving two goals: 

1, The establishment of' a united J"ewish commun1.ty 

2, The mobilization o:f.' all available means to dissipate the 

i:ncreaalng anti-Semttto atmosphere among the Bulga111an people 

'l'he leaders of the Bulgarian Jewish Communtty were aware 

of the difficult times that awaited the Jewish community. The 

uncertain future called for a united front, free from internal 

strtf'e.. 'rhe conflict in the Jewish commun:1.ty was twofold: among 

the Ztonists groups themselves, and between the Zionists and the 

non ... Ziontsts, In 1935 Davtd Ben Gurion and Zeev Zabot:tnsky signed 

an agreement calling for cooperation between the two opposed 

Zionist factions in the. face of the Nazi dangex:i in Europe., The 

Ben Gurion~Zabotinsky Agreement; which later was rescinded, was 

not accepted by the Bulgarian Poalei Zion.9 

Poalei Zion, however, finally realized the gravity of the 

situation.t and on May 22., 1938:athe Poalei Z1.on Newspaper called 

for internal armistice because of the external danger.lo The 

practical results of this proposal were that Poalel Zion tried 

to include in the Jewish .c·ommuntty, councils., and in the Con ... 
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sistory, representat:tves of the1 opposition pa:r1ties (the non ... 

Ziontsts and the revisionis•t;s), even though the votes of these 

representatives were not needed since Poalei Zion had a majority 

without them.,11 

As early as 1931{ the Bulgarian Jewish Community., through :i.ts 

elected representatives, appealed to the goveJ:-nment to put an 

end to the increasing anti..,.Semitic prapagandat 1rhe government 

consented to these
1
appeals

3
and,tor a t1meJ1ntervened in the 

activities ot' the organizations, which under the mask of national­

ism, were spreading anti-Jewish propaganda amoni the population. 

The gove:r.nment 1a intc-n•venti.on·was short-lived and ineffective. 

The most important attempt to fight the inc:r.eaa1ng anti­

Semitic propaganda and feelt:ngs among the Bulgarian popuJ.at:1.on 

was undertaken by Buko P:tt1, a Jewtsh journalist, who tn 1935 

and 1936 tntervi.ewed f1:f'ty-seven of' the lea.ding Chr1s·t;1an Bul­

garians, asking them the following questions; "What ir3 your 

optnion about the race theox•y"t How do you explain the occurrence 

of anti ... Semitism? What is your opinion about t.he Jews in general, 

and the BuJ.gari.an Jewish Commurrtty in particula:r.? 11 r.I'he personal­

ities inte1"viewed by P1.ti included previous prime ministers, 

:ro:rmer secretaries of' government depat•tments, generals of. the 

ax•my, and leading x•epresen-tatives from the arts and sciences. All 

those interviewed expressed themselves olearlj and inequivooally 

against anti-SemitifJm., In 1937 Piti published the results of 

his interviews under the titJ.c:1,. fu~§!.m~n !'ffl@,.lg;t ~Jl 6:po_u'!; 

·!U].~ @£!t !~ ~ fill.li'"'?·ellJ~ .• 12 Piti•s book was publtshed 



35 

at a proper time; it could not, however, influence the official 
( 

position of the government, which was beco~ing completely depen~ 

dent upon Nazi Germany eoonomically.13 

On the 19·t;;h of July, 1936, the ~~nik. Movement was founded 

by n:tne p1:1ominent anti ... Semi't;es, including Peter Gab:rovski. (who 

became the Secretary of the Interior during the war), Alexander 

Belev (who in 1942 was appointed as the head of the newly estab­

li.shed Commissar1.at for Jewish Af'fa1:t."s), Kalitzin (who became 

Belev 1 s asststan:t in the Commissa.l;"tat) and others., 

fl~fillf~ was anti-Semi.tic; and its leaders were responsible 

f'or 'the wording ot' the anti ... Semit:1.o legi.sJ.ation passed by the 

government in 19lrn@ 

Anothe:r.• anti ... Semitic movement., ~fil!F_, was founded early 

in 1940\11 It was sponsored by the government and 1.ts ultimate 

purpose was to :J.ndoctx11nate the Bulgarian youth into serving 

thei1~ country faithfully I!) :ft£..~&l~. was financially supported by 

the government, and shortly af'ter its establishment, it became 

a.n effective tool f'i:>r the Bulgarian ll'asctst Gover:mnent@15 



rrHE HISrl'ORY OF 1rHE JEWS OF BULGARIA DURING 1rHE SECOND WORLD WAH 
I 

A. Bulgaria's Role in the Second World War 

The study of the Nazi holooast demonst.rateEJ that the fate 

of' the J·ews in a parttculaJ:- count;ry at war was dLrectly related 

to the war enthusiasm in ·that country. To know and understand 

the history of the Bulga:i:1ian 1Tewish Community during the war•, 

thevefor•e I necessit;ates a short disouss:lon of Bulgaria ts 

participation 1n this war~ 

Bulgaria is a Slav'l.c country; the ethn1.c origin of' its popl;&la­

tion ts closer to ·that 01' the Russians than to that of any other 

people. · In addition to this ethntc r•elatton., the Bulgarian 

people had for the past two generations been grateful to the 

Russianr:¼ for liberating them from the rrurks in 1878., 1I1hrEH;) 

f'actot"S, however, ,1.alienated the Bulga:r11an people from their 

Russi.an. ethnic bx:•others and persuaded Bulgaria ·t;o .,1o1n the 

rr.t•ipartite Pact. First., the Russ:ta11 Revolution put an e11d to 

its monai"chal system, wh:tle Bulgaria., despite the d:tssatisfactiori 

of a considerable par.1t oi' its population., remained a monarchy,, 

1l1he monarohal family was a c1,oss betweerl the Ger•man ... English 

house., on one side., and the Italtan monarchal family 011 the 

other. Second., Bulgar:ta.)wh1.ch had territorlal gri.evances agai.nst 

itr1 neighbors» Pl."imarily Roumania and Greece, for the annC:1xat1ons 

imposed upon :l.t during the Balkan War• and World War I., was 

hopeful to retrieve its loses, in the event that Germany conq-
' 
ue11ed the Balkans o And third., Bulgaria ts e~oonomy had become 
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totally dependent upon Germany, du:r.:.t.ng the late .1930 1 s. 

In February., 1939, a special envoy of Hitler visited Czar 

Boris with the purpose of persuading him to join the Tripar1tite 

Pact. This visit was partially successf'ul., Despite the f'act 

that Bulgaria did not join ·the pact until the 1st of March, 1941., 

a pro-Gex•ma.n cabinet was estab11.shed in Bulgaria on the 23l'.'d 

of October•, 1939_. :ct c1eems, however•, that the P:rime Minister 

of this p:t•o-German cabinet., Giorgi Kiosi1.vanov, was not oonsi.d­

ered loyal enough by the Germans and 'l;heir Bulgarian supporters; 

and on the 15th of Irebruary, 19lW, a new cabine-b was establ:i.t1hed 

with Professor F1J.ov as Prime Minister. Gabrovsk1 1 who was the 

leader of the fi~EJ.i.!f. movement, was appointed Minis•ter of. In'ter:toro 1 

Bulgat"'ia was now ready to play the game., but 11ot unt 11 she-:~ 

:r•eceived hex• :t."'eward., On the 9th of September, 1940, Bulgaria was 

given Dobrudja, which had been under Rouman1an rule since its 

annexati.on from Bulgaria at the end of' World War I. It was now 

Bulgar•ia.l s 11turn to deliver. 11 On l'.\'ebruaxiy 8th, 1.9la., a secret 

agreemen·c was made between 1:iiield Mal':-shal Lic~t and the Bulga:r.•ian 

General Staff* According to this agreement, Bulgaria was to 

obtain Greek terri.tory to the south_;ancl access to the Aegean Sea., 

in return for1 which Bulgar:ta would perm:l. t the passage of' German 

armies th.rough Bulgarian t(;r.•rito:ry. On the night of Februar.y 28, 

1941., German ax•my units crossed the Dar1ube into Bulgaria., which 

on the next day., MaJ:"oh 1st, became a member, of the 'I'ripa:rtite 

Pact. 2 As reward tor :lts coope:r.at:J.011., Bulgaria acqu'lred :l.n 

April, 19J.J.1,. Macedonia from. Yugoslavla and Thrace fx•om Gr•eeoe..., 



Bulgaria was and still is one of. the least significant 
I , 

countries in Europe, and yet during the Second Wo:r•ld War, Bul-

garta played its cards so well, that desp:l.te its insigrrl.ficance, 

it can be said that :l.t was tJ:-eated by Germany as if it were an 

important ally which Germany needed for it;s war plans"' 

Bulga1'11.a, unlike Roumania, neve11 sent troops to fight the 

allied forces., Despite t·ts geographic proximity to t;he Earrte:i:m 

Front, not one Bulgarian soldier fought against the Russian 

armte s"' Furthermo1:-e., Bulgaria, (~Ven though a membe:r of the 

Tripartite Pact since February, 1941, never declared war against 

Russia., It ts possible that Cza:r Boris,. who was a master polit1.­

cian and a very shrewd pe.rson, had convinced the Germans that 

iii m:t.ght have been demoralizing f'o:r. the people of Bulgaria if 

they had to fight their ethnic brc,thers, the Russ:ians. 

Another anomaly was the continuation in Bulga.r•:1.a both pri.01:1 

to and throughout the war•J of' :I.ts parJ.iamenta,ry system. As 

menttoned :tn the previous chapter.lconst:ttutional demoo:r.a.oy ceased 

to exist in BuJ.gar:ta with the cou.2,. g_t .,j:l,.!at of 193Li,., Subsequently·., 

Bulgarta cultivated its own form oi' parliamenta:r•y government. 

And throughout the late 193o•s and du:t~ing the war• years., ·the 

parliam<·'mt conti.nued to function as the legislative arm o:r the 

state t, 'l1his parl tament was no mere rubber s·ta.mp for the power 

behind the government; it contained an opposition, which often 

fought, however unsuccessfully, against the passing of certain 

laws. It is true that such political parties as the Social 

Democrats and the Comm1.m:I.sts were outlawed; other• parties, 
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however., such as the Democratic Part,y., were legal and con-
1 

stituted the opposition 1.n Parliament<- The cabtnet posts, of 

course., were di vtded among the member•s of' the pro-Gex.•man pa:i::ity., 

the majori.ty party. 

l:L, The Antt-J·ewi.sh Laws of Bulgaria 

The first ant1 ... J·ewish laws 1.n Bulgaria passed their ftr.st 

reading by the Sobranje on the 7th of October, 1940, five months 

before Bulgaria joined the •rripart:l.te Pact J a month lat;er,. how­

ever, Dobrudja was delivered over to Bulgaria. The final read-

1.ng oi' the law took place on the 24th of' December., 1940. During 

the three months which elapsed between the first l"eading of 

ant:J.-Jewtsh laws and their final reading, the Bulgat•ian Jewish 

Community, lead by the Consistory, did lts best to prevent the 

final passing of the law. A committee was established to seek 

public support; against the law, whi.le another comm:l.ttee was 

appointed to gather, in a scientif.io manner•, materials concern­

ing the Jews and their contr1but1ons to soctety) and to prepare 

arguments proving the inequity of the lawt 1 

The Bulgarian Jews were suppor•ted by a number of prominant J 

secular and religious non-Jewish organizations, such ae the 

Literary Guild of Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Bar Association, the 

Bulgarian Medical Association.,, tht; C'rx•eek Orthodox Church, part:Lc­

ularly. Metropoli.ta.ns Stephan fl."om Sofia, Kyr:t.l f'rom Pl.avdi v., 

Sofroni from Vratza, Neofit from Viddin, and many ot,;her pr1ivate 



Addittonal opposttion to 1the law came from the Wot•kers 

Part;y and their membet"S in the Sobranje.. On the other hand, 

the veterans) organ1.zations were on the whole vel."Y enthusiastic 

about the law aocui saw 1.n it a measure of protection for the state.3 

De1:1p1te the opposttion., the law was passed and enacted on Jan-

ua11y 21, 1941J and was published in the Bulgartan oi'ficial Gazette., 

number 16, on January 23, 19Lf.l. 

~l'hese ant1 ... Jew1sh laws formed par•t of the b:voader "Law i'o:c• 

the Pr1otectton of the Nation., 11 ~rhe f1.rst section of' this law 

deala with seore·c and subversive organiza:t;ions., the second sec­

tion wi'l,h per•sons of Jewlsh descent., and ·che third section with 

anti-national act:tv'lties. 'l1he f'ourth and final seotion contains 

mostly penal provisiont:1. 

'l1he ·t;.r1anslation of Section 2 of ·t;he law and of article 47 

ot Section 4 of the law is rendered in appendix A of th1s thesis. 

:a. 1.l!he Implementat:ton of' the Anti-J'ewiah laws 

Since the Commissariat for ,Jewish Affairs was not establ i.shed 

until September., 1942, the Department of Interior was the gove:vn­

ment agency responsible for the implementation of ·the law in 

the interim"' '11r1e person in charge of the Jewish di vtsion in 

the Minist.r•y of the In·terior was Belev., who eventually became 

the Jewish Commissar~ 

The task imposed upon the J'ews was overw:helming: the1"e war.e 

forms to be filled., cards to be issued., pl."operty declarat'lons 

to be made, birth ce:rt1.floates to be sent for., and all in a 

limited number of' WEH1ka. rrrw or:1.ginal deadline fol" all 



41 

:t-;,egistration was April 17, 19~+1. '1.1he government., realizing the 

impossibility of' the task, extended this deadline a month till 

the 17i;h of May, 19Ln. 

The most difficult part ot' the law was Chapter v, article 

f,?5, which imposed the "nume1;;us olausus II upon the Jews. 'l'he 

,Jews were only one per cent of' the total population,; hence the 

basic 11numerus clausus n,:was also one pt:ir cent. The met•chants 

and the p1"ofessiona1s among the Jews exceeded one per cent of 

the memberships of their p1"ofession., especially 'ln Sofia. This 

would have meant that a large number of the ,Jewish merchants 

and p:rof'essi.onals would become unemployed* 

Another riest:r.1icrcion forbade Jews to be employed 1.n the 

fields of; ·t;he sale of pharmaceuticals and their preparation, 1 

the movies and theater bus"lnesa, the publish:t.ng bus:tneas, the 

production a.nd di.stribut:ton of musical recor•ds and movie films, 

the owner•shi.p of houses of ent;e:rta1.nment, and the acting as 

customs agents0jl1 

Add1;tional restrictions against the Jews were passed during 

the months of June and July, 19L~1. Fi:rst, every Jewish f'amtly 

had to surrender its :r.adto to the post office for stox•ageo It 

is worthwhile to indicate a:t; this point that 1n Bulgaria., which 

was a·t; the time one of the moat backward European nations., the 

posse'lss1on of' a :radio was a luxuryJ which only the well-to ... ao 

could afford. During the same period, a nine o'clock curefew 

was imposed by Gab:rovski, 'the Minister• of' the Interior, w1:f.;hout; 

the SobranJets legislative action9 2 



On \Tune 13, 19La, the Sobranje passed an additional tax 
( 

law against the Jews. ,"gve:r.y Jew, :r1:)gardless of' hts age or 

c1.t1zenshtp, residing in Bulgal'•ia, had to ftll a declarati.on 

of M.t'J total assets, real or moveable, wtthin a montho The 

property declared was subject to twenty per cent tax on its 

value. The deolarati.on of' one)'s t~otal assets had to include 

assets one possessed in Bulgaria, as well as ab:r.oact.3 

The officials charged with the execut1on of the new law 

we.t1e to make the evaluation of the prope:r•ty listed. Since 

the estimates given by these officials were ver.y high, Jews 

were compelled to offer heavy bribe/s to br1.ng them down to 
l,l 

realistic levels. 

'rhe new law brought to the 11':reasury of the Bulgarian Govern.;., 

ment close to one and a half billion leva, and economi,1 l:luin 

to Bulga:rtan Jews. 

IronicaJ.ly, at the very moment that the Jews in Bulgaria 

were being forced to close their businesses, Bulgarian citizens 

of Jewish origin, res141ng in countries occupied by Germany 

were reoetv:t.ng p:r.oteot'ion from the Bulga:i:1'1.an Legation. 'l'hus, 

Menachem Abraham Conf.ino was accorded p1~otect:to11 by the Royal 

Legation of Bulga.r1:ta in Paris: 

.: .• 1 In view of the ant1 ... J·ewish l<1gislation issued by the 
(occupational) authorities {in France) the Bulgarian cit~ 
izens of J'ewish ori1;rtn enjoy the same (.>roteotton as the 
Bulgartan citizens (x•esiding i.n Prance) of Aryan origin. 

Therefo1"e, the Royal Legation issues upon request 
this lette.1:1 to Mr~ Mena.chem Abraham Conf ino, a Bulgarian 
citizen who :residef!_J.n Paris, beare:t1 of Bulga1•ian passport 

I 
I 



numbe:r• 132/19Lw.., 

This protection document issued in Par:ts, J'anuar.•y 
11+, 1941. 

Signed: Cha:r•ge de Affairs of Legation 1 Mr. Contie:r5 

The following document of' September 24 1 191+2 testifies to 

the termination of the pr•iv11eged status of the Bulgarian Jews 

in France: 

From: the a·erman Embassy in Parts 
To: Gestapo 
Subject: Jews who ar•e citizens of Italy, Rouma.nia., Bul ... 

garta, Greece, Hungary living in occupied France 

f) ... " 

'rhe Roumanian Government consented that its J'ewish subjects 
:tn Ji1x•ance be t1 .. eated as all other J?l'.'ench ~rews { i *e,, can 

. be sent to the East w1.th the rest of the li'x~enoh Jews)" Bul ... 
garia also agrees to similar treatment of its subjects, 
however.1 , demands a detailed list of all the candi.dat;es 
f.or deportation of its Jewish subjects who live 1n France$ 

Signed: Dr. Zeitsche16 

The interventions of the Bulgarian Legation on behal:f' of 

bhe Bulgarian .Tews in France can be explained as follows. 

1.. lrrc)m an eoonomio point of v:tew, the Bulgarian Legatton was 

not willing to let the Germans oap1tal ize fr.om t:he property of 

the Bulgarian J·ews :tn Fra11ce, and when the Jewish bus1nesses in 

France wer•e placed under non-~Jewtsh administrators (the Germans 

prepared a pool of trained personnel~ for this particular purpose), 

the Bulgarian Legation :insisted that the bus:trn':lsses o!' the Bul­

garian Jews 1.n France be placed under Bulgarian (non ... J'ew:tsh, of' 

course) adm1ntstrators, rather than the adm'inist:r.1ators appointed 



by the Germans.7 

Add1t1onal <➔ V1.dence that economtc factors wer1e the p:r.imar•y 

motives behind the Legation's prot;ection of t~hc~ Bulgarian Jews 

in 11'r,iance is found in a document fx•om the Ge:i:•man authorities 

instrmrting the General Commiss'ione:r• for the Jewish question in 

France. The document reads: 

.. ,. 
In the case of Bulgaria and other states •• *; the1.r lega .... 
tions w:I.11 protect ·their• Jews a.nd their businesses in 
F'ra:nce,.., ,.'I'he total monies resulting from the sale, liquida ... 
tton or operation of Jewish businesses must be depostted 
in the consulate's bank account"~ 

2,. Besides the economic reason, there was also the factor of 

Bulgax•ia' s r•eluctance to abandon its sovereignty by surrendering 

its subjects,. It was only when other countries consented to 

have their Jews treated as Ii1rench Jews that Bulgaria altered 

her policy., 

'P°' Further Anti--Jewish Decrees in Bulgaria and 
The Desire f'or a Continental Solution to the Sewish Problem 

~rhe persecution of: Jews has had a long t:;:r.•adition in 

Christian .Eur"ope.. And yet., the persecution during t;he Second 

World War had no antecedents.. It was not a me1~e pogrom or 

spontaneous sho:t:it-lived riot bx•ought about by· accusations of 

ritual murder. Because of their lack of. precedent, the pers­

ecutox•s themselves wex•e confused at f.trst; they had no past 

experience on which to draw. This confusion was evident also 

to Bulgaria. 

The Bulgarian Foreign Minister, Popov, visited Foreign 
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Mini.ster Rtbbentrop in Berlin 01;3 .November 26, 1941. Popov 

told R:tbbent1:•op, among other things, that the Bulgarian Govern­

ment was encountering difficulties in the implementation of 

its anti ... (Jewish laws. Many of the Jews liv:tng in Bulgaria 

wer•e foreign Jews., Hungarian., Roumanian., Span1.sh and others. 

These countries demanded for their• ci;bizens the same r•tghts 

and treatment accorded non ... Jewish c:tt;izens residing in Bulgariao 

Thus, the solut:1.on to the Jewish problem, Popov sugg~sted, had 

to b~ worked out together., in a urdfo:rm manner., by all European 

nations. Ribbentrop answered Popov that it was Hitler 1 s decision, 

that at the end of. the war all J'ews would have to leave Europe; 

the Bulgari.an Government., ther•efor•e., should not pay much at tent ion 

to the pt•otests of nations complatning of' the ·ta~ea.:tment of' i;hetr 

citizens of' the Jewish faith in Bu1ga.r1a. 1 

A number of' month~ before Popov• s disc1..uss'lon w:t.th Ribbentrop 

concerning the need fo:t• a joint solution to the Jewtsh pt•oblem., 

the Ger1mans themselves had become aware of' the need f'or such 

action. On the 29th of .November•, 19lJ.J., the Lieutenant General 

of the s.s. Heydrich wrote the following letter to Understate 

Secretary Ma.t•tin Luther•: 

Dear Party Comrade Luthex• i 

On J'uly 31 1 1941 the H1ueh:r.1er assigned upon me, with 
the cooperation of other interested a~enoies, to do all 
the necessary organizat:tonal and economlcal preparations 
for the broad solutton of the Jewi.sh px.•obJ.em in Europe ...... 

I am inviting you to part1.c:t.pate at a mee·ting to take 
place on the 9th of December, 191.n, at twelve o 1clock noon 
at the :rnterna.tional Orirn:t.nal Police Offices at Wannsee 



number 56 .... 58,, 

Sim:tla:r letters were sent to ii number of. other high 
s.s. officers and foreign ministry officials.~ 
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Because of technical d1ff1.culties, the intended meeting did 

not take place" Thia is clear from Heydrich• s letter of J'anuary 

8, 1942, for in this self-same letter Heydrioh calla for the 

meeting w1;th the same participants for the 20th of J"anua:r•y,i, 19Li2 

at the same place,, 3 

'I1he con:f'er<:mce did take place on this date and became known 

as the famous Wannsee Conferenceo The Wannsee Conference decided 

what the final solutton for1 the Jew1ah problem would be) and 

launched the implementation of this final soluttor>11 'rhe credit 

for the final solution, however, must not be given to the Wannsee 

ConferenoeJsince 1t had already been decided by the Feuhrer. 

'.rhe conference only had to decide the ways and means of achieving 

~ t 4 i"t,S reaJ.iza ton\) 

According to William Shirer, no written copy of the final 

solution orders has ever been found. J:t was probably given 

verbally to Goering, Himml,er, and Heydrioh. 5 

The only par·t of the discussion of, the Wannsee Conference 

that relates directly to Bulgaria is a comment by Luther that 

the J:i'o:reign Ministr•y expected certain dif'f'i.culties duri.ng the 

execution of the final solution in the North .F.:uropean 001.mtriea; 

"on the other hand., t;he mtnist1"y could not fo:r•esee gr•eat d'it'f-

1.culttes for Southwest and Eastern Europe., 116 Bulgaria is in 

Southwest :Europe) a11d wois one of the countries where the :B10:r1E-):lgn 



Ministry, according to Luther, foresaw no difficulties. 
( 

To the Wannsee Cont'er•e.nce there was enclosed as an appendtx, 

an e:J.ght point plan for action writtc~n by Luther and Ft1anz 

Rademac.:her, the Amtsle'lter of Department Deutchland III (Irlland 

III)" Point number fivt:: of' the appendrad proposal stat;es: 

A decla:r?at:ton to be sent by us to the Roumanian, 
Slovakian, Bulgarian, and Hungarian governments that 
we are prepared to "evacuate II to the East the iTews 
living in these countr1ese7 

The WannsE~e Conference was for many \Tewish communities the 

beginni.ng of the end. :ct is true that the systematic extermina­

ti'l.on of Jews in J~u:r1ope bega.n with the Ge:rman invas:ton of Russi.a 

six months before the Wannsee Conference~ The executors of this 

exte:r1minat1on., the· ~~'!P...E~:1.1, however,9 werE~ small mobile 

uni.ts, who despite thet:r efficiency, could not solve the Jewish 

problem of the entire cont1.nent I!> For that task a more ef'fici,ent 

machi:nel"Y was needed., and the Wannsee Confe:r.ence init1a:bed the 

construction of' thts machinE~t'Ye 

The decisions reached at the Wannsee Conference no doubt 

we:r.e communicated by either Luthel:' (via the Gel:'ma.n Foreign 

1v11ntst1-1y personnel in the different German embassies of the 

European capitals) or Heyd:r.ich (via the s.so police attachi.C3 

1.n the embasa:l.es) to the governments mentioned in the Luthe1."'"" 

Rademacher plano 

A month af'ter the Wannsee Conference on the 17th of' Feb ... 

ruary., J.942, the Bulgarta:n Sobranje legislated a new antt ... Jewish 

law. Pa:i:•agx1aph seven o:f.' this law .r1ul0d., "tha·t 1 t is forbidden 

f'or people of J·ewish ox•ig1n to own l:>eal px•operty, with the excf:)P-



tion of the property needed fon personal shelter and employment." 

All property which the Jews could no longer own was con ... 

fisoated by the state for the state, and compensations were to 

be given to the Jewish owners in ·the f~orm of ·twenty year, ·three 

per cent government bonds, for the total value of the property 

confiscated. The value of the confiscated property was determ­

ined on the basis of the deolara.tion by Jews 1.n the total assets 1 

statement of 1941.t The government refused to acknowledge the 

fact that inflation,. meanwh:J.le., had rocketed prlces by about 

250 pel.'1 cent II Since the bonds we:i."e never issued to the owners 

of the conf1.scated property anyhow, the fai.lure to compensate 

for inflation made no difference whatsoever .. 

At the time when the Wannsee Conference laid down the deci,.,, 

sion as the ultimat;e f.ate of the eleven million Jews of Europe, 

H1.tler 1s armies in the East were still riding high, even though 

they had not conquered their ·t;ax•gets., Stal1.ngrad and Moscow. 

· Hitler's victory seemed certain, and yet the Bulgar•ian Government, 

unlike the R.oumanian Government., was not 1:ieady to implement the 

Wannsee Conference decisions .. 

r11wo reasons brought about that delay, a delay which ul ... 

t:tmately i.~esul ted in the sal vat ton of the Jews of' old Bulgaria: 

First, Bulgaria was not fighting a war; there was no electrifying 

tens:ton or war paralysis in the a1.x1 • 'I'here were no military 

just'i1'icat1.ons :for the disposal of' the Sews.,, as in Roumania 

whe:t•e over 100,000 of' the Jews- of Bukovina and Bessa1"ab1a were 

in the way of' the Rouma-&ian-GeJ:1man armies. On October 17, 19La 1 · 
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the German Legation tn Roumania 1reported: 

Accox•ding to information rece'l.ved t;oday from General ... 
direktor Lecea 110,000 Jews are be'J.r1g evacuated from Buko­
vtna and Bessarabia into the forests of the Bij River areao 
So far aei he (Lecea) could learn, this 11Akt:J.on is based 
upon an order issued by M<~rshal Antonescu. The purpose 
of the action is the liquida;t:i.on of these Jews o 9 

Second, BLtlgaria. had no l."eason t;o dis pose of' 1.ti:-; ,Tews; their 

property was being steadily oonf:t.soated by the state. What 

other benefits could result from execution? But Bulgaria, even 

if ·there would have been the need for the disposa.l of its Jews, 

could not have done the job alone,_ Mass execution takc·Hil t:1Xec­

utors, as well as miiny other resources, and the majority of 

the Bulgartar1 people would not have coopex•ated 1.n such a venture" 

1rhe'i.1Jewa .could have been disposed only 1.f there had been a 

strong demand on the part of' the masses II> But in 1941 there 

was very little of this type of pressure. Thus, disposal of 

the Bulgarian Jews in 191.1.2 would have been possible only by 

the exportation Ol" evacuation of. the Bulgarian Jews to Germany., 

'rhis, the :i:•ulers of the country., the Nazi Bulga:t>:tans., would 

have considered as a goal which was possible to attain, if public 

reactton could have been eli.minated.. It10.t•tu11ately fox• the Bul­

garian Jew:J.sh Commun tty, th01 11:r.elocat ion II of the Bulgarian JewB 

by the Germans in 191-1,2 was imposs'i.ble, as is evident f'rom the 

following document sent by Luther on the 19th of June, 1942 to 

the German I~gation in Sofia: 

If eventually (during negotiations between the Bul~ 
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garian Gove:r.nment and the German Gestapo in Sofia] it is 
asked (by the B.ulgai-•iansJ whether Ge:t1many ts willtng to accept 
the (BulgartanJ Jews fc,r their evac-uatton to the East, an­
swer in the affirmative. Concerning the time of evacuation, 
the answer 1:1hould be evasive and accompanied with the explana• .. 
tion that the pr•esent evacuation of' the Jews from Germany, 
Poland, Slovakia, and Roumania have alr•eady reserved all our 
transpor•tation f'ac1.11ttes to such an extent that lt is most 
1 ikely that the acceptance~ of the Bulgarian Jews Lby the 
Ge1'lman C¾overnmenij would be impossible this year. 

,,.eWhat would be the sum that the Bulgarian Government would. 
have to pay [per head for the x•emoval of the Jewri] :ts ;11ot 
clear yet. 

Please bring up the problem of' compensation without 
agreeing upon a spE-rnif'ic sum Qts yef{ .. 

Signed: Luthe:t1 J.O 

The Gc➔rman destruction machinery tn mid-1942 was not function­

as yet at its optlma1 capacity. The main bottleneck was the 

rwa.1:-clty ot' transpor•tat:ton f'acilit'tes which were employed around 

the clock supplying war materials to the ~usslan front. The Germ­

ans, however, were w:i.111.ng, and would have been able., after 19L~2, 

to x•e11eve Bulgaria of its cJews. The inte11nattonal pictu:r•e had 

changed radically.,, however, durtng the s:J.x to etght months ·follow­

ing mid-1942. Thus, despite the fact that in the beginning of 1943 

Germa.ny was ready and able to take the Bulgal"ian Jews, their plans 

did not materialize, for by 1943 the Bulgarians could see the 

11wri.ting on the wall, 11 and thc~ir opportun:tstic foresight helped 

them discern whtch way t;he "wind was blowing O 

11 

On the 21st of' July, 19L~2., the➔ Ge11man Legation tn Softa sen-t 

the following letter to Luther in Berlin: 

On the occasion of the birthday of the heir of the throrie 
[!'rince Simeo~ the President of the Central Jewish Conststory 
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in Bulgaria, Joseph Geuron, ~ent a congratulatory telegram 
to the Czar who answered the telegram with the following 
text as published in the Consistory Bulletin of' the 7th of 
JuJ.y, l 9l~2 : 

To: Joseph Geuron., the Prestdent of the Central Corrnistory 
of the Jews in Bulgaria 

I sincer•ely thank you and the Bulgarian Jewry fQr the 
regards and good wishes which you have expressed upon the 
occasion of the heir's birthday. 

Signed: the Czarll 

'l'he above rc~ply on the part of the King, pr:J.nted in the Con ... 

statory Bulletin., l"'eached the hands of Beckerle, the German Ministel."' 

in Sofia, and its text was forwarded to Berlin. 

I don't know how to tnterpret the public expression o:r thanks 

toward the Jewish communi.ty on the part of i;he Czar,. It may be 

seen as a desire on the part of. the head ot' state publ1cly to 

manifest the fact, especially for the benefit of the anti-Semites 

in the government, that he, the King, st111 constde1-.ed the «Jews 

as Bulgarian c:ttizens. Whatever the spirit of the Czarrs message 

was to express, it had no immediate effect upon the Government's 

off'tcial pol icy against the ,Jewr:11 as we see from the additional 

ant1.-J·ewiah laws publ:1.shed during the summe1-i of' 191+2,. 'l'hese laws 

were confirmed by the cabinet on the 26th of' August, 19L~2 and 

printed in the Off ic:La.1 Gazette on ·t;he 29th of ·the same month .. 

The new decrees, which were to supplement the original anti-Jewish 

decrees of Ja:nuary, 191.a, were much more severe than the:l.r a.nteoed­

ents. 

The translated rendition of the new anti-Jewish laws can be 

found in Appendix B of this thesis., 

I 
'I 
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Article one of the new law created a Commissariat :f.'o:r• ,rewish 
( 

Affairs $ ..... an tndependent agency to deal with the Jewi.sh affai.rs .. 

Article four decreed that there was to be no right of appeal 

conofn"ning the dectsions of the commissioner,. 

Arttcle twenty ... ntne concerns the Jewtsh community of Sofia 

(50 per cent of the Jewish population of Bulgar•ia)., and decreed 

·their deporta·t'l.on from Sofia to the provinces or outside the 

country, 1 .• e,. to the Eastern territories. Article twentY'-nine 

was the first hint given to the Bulgar1.an ~Tews, or to part of them.,, 

that deportation,;out of Bulgaria awa:tt;ed themo 

'.rhe Bulgarian Government, and the German author:1.ties were 

getting ready tor the final solution of the Bulgarian Jewish 

Community. 

On September 2Li, 194.2, less than a month after the new dec:N:H~ 

became effective, Undersecretary Luther sent the following letter 

to Baron Von Er•nst WeizsaEwker•, the State Sec1"etary of t,he German. 

Foreign 0ff'1.ce: 

IJ~he Foreign M1rr1ErCE':W [i:{:tbbent:r.opl o:,:,dered ~1e by tele­
phone today to hasten, as much as i~is possible, the 
evacuatton of the Jews from the gif:f.'erer1t Eut"opean countries. 
I11 real 1 ty, t;he Jews everywher•e [Jn Europfil are bepPm:lng ac ... 
tive agatne1t us, and we must corlSide:r. them guilty LI'espon-
ElibleJ of' sabotage ~gainst u!i{. . 

Af'cer the mi,ntstex• hea1~d my report as t;o the evacuat:1.on 
measures against the Jews of Slovakia_. Rouman:ta., and the 
occup'led te1":r.itories,, 1,he minister ~ibbentroe] issued an 
ox,det" that negotiations should be established wi.th the govern­
ment~ of' Bulgaria, Hungary., and Dernnark in o:r.•der to im ... 
plement the plans for the evacuat:J.on of' the Jews of. these 
countries immediately"' , 

S:tgned: Luthe:r12 



53 

A clear out change i.n the Gp,rman policy toward the Bulgar•ian 

Jews took place wtth this new order f:r.om Ribbentrop to Luther~ 

Exactly a month prtor to Luther ts letter,· the German Gove:r•nment 

had. not as yet been prepared to act.upon the Jewish problem 1.n 

:eu1ga1~ta4> 'l'his 1s evident from the f'ollowing letter sent from 

Ribbentrop, via .Feldmark., to Luther on the 25th of' August, 1942: 

.. , ... , G:. 
4. With .:i:•ega:r•d to Bulga1'.'ia ~he J'ew'lsh community of Bul­

garta.J., at p1:-esent Wf} should not go furthe13than the 
concluded agreement of J1,1ly 6 and 7., 194-2®··~ 

The agreement concluded on July 6th and 7th between the 

Gener.•al Seoretax•y of the Bulgar•, .. an Mirrtstry for Fore'lgn Affairs, 

Shishmanov, and Beckerle had taken place in Sof ta"' 1rhe Bulgarian 

Government agreed that; all J'ews of Bulgarian cttizenship J.:tving 

outside of Bulgaria in the German sphere o.f:' influence should no 

longer enjoy protection fll'•om the Bulgarian Legations in t;he col.m­

tr•ies of their residency~ As for the J'ews in Bulgarta p1"oper, 

the eventual solution of the problem was agreed upon in principle 

1~ without any deta1.ls being discussed with respect to tmplementatton,. 

Thus., a decisive char1ge had taken place bet,ween ·the end of 

August and the end of' Sept:embfH', 1942. The Germans were now 

willing and able to take cal'•e of the Jews of BuJ.gar:ta. 

Even less than ten days before Luther•s letter to Weizsaecker 

of September 24., 19L1.2, R!.bbentrop was st:1.11 no·t ready to deal 

W'I.th the Bulgarian J'ews3 as we see from the followt11g letter from 

Ribbentrop ts off'1ce to Luther :f:.'rom September 15., 1942: 



The Foreign Minister ~ibbentt"OtU ta of the opinion 
tha1j concerning negotiation~ w1..th the :B,oreign J3ulgar1.an 
Minister about the deportatton of' i;he Bulgartan Jews, 
we must still watt. 

Signed: Von Sonnleithner15 
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A sea:r:1oh through all the documents available fr•om this pertod 

has failed to reveal the J:?eason fo:r.,• Ribbentrop w s change of rrrlnd 

with respect to Bulgarian, I·Iungarian, and Danish Jews., It ts 

possible that the German Nat1.onal Railroad Company and the s.s .. 
destruction machinery had given Rtbben;bx•op the gre1Em 1 i.ght; there 

'l.s no ev1demre .11 however, to this effect~ 

The Bulgarian Government and the German Govei'nment had been 

discussing, in general terms, the poss1bllity for a final solution 

for the Jews of Bulgaria since the Bulga.ri.an Fot•e:l.gn Minister, 

Popovts visit to Berlln in 191.i1; nothtng concrete, however, had 

c1ver been mentioned in their negotiations. It was always on 

"agreements in pl"inc1ple II without specific plans or off'el''S a.nd 

counteroffers being made* 

'l'he end of the gene:rali.ties and Pl'.'(31:tmtnaries came~ with 

Luther's telegram 1/.-1769 of the 16th of October, 1942 _,1;o the 

German legation in Sofia: 

In accordance w:i.th the conversations held here:} (Jl:l.bben ... 
trop' s decisioil please come :t.n contact with the Bulga.r11an 
Govermnrrmt and d'.l.souss w1th them the question about the evacua­
tion of their Jews to the :B:ast in accordance with their new 
laws (ret•e~ing most l ikel;y· to pax•agi-iaph 29 of the A.·· ugust ,t 
191i2 ea.1.c,U. We a:r. .... e roady to accept these Jews., The fo:r1th­
com1ng evacuation [gr. the Jew!i] :t'r•om Rouma.111a does establish 
the possibility for technical cooperation between the two 
11aktions 11 

... /I10 make up for the expenses i.nvolved, we suggest 
that the Bulgarian Government take pa:tit; in these expenses and 
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as a starting point we may agree upon the sum of 250 marks 
(per Jew). Judging fl"om the attitude with wh1.ch this notice 
[to the Bulgarian Government] ls accepted please als<'> noti:f.'y 
them Emce they agree to the depor•i;ationJ that we are wt11 ... 
ing to make available for the actual executi.on of' the deporta ... 
tion one of our advisors ~xperts~ on the Jewish problem who 
is at present work1.ng abroad Q.n one of the other European 
count1"'ie~ • 

Signed: Luthex,16 

At long last the Germans were ready for the Bul.gar1an «Jews, but 

certain events had taken place meanwhile in the war ar•ena.., 1I1he 

Axis countries we1--e already losing the war in the last months of 

191.~2. General Sir Bernard Law Montgomery and General S:i.r Harold 

Alexande1", the two newly appointed Br•ttiah commiinders tn Africa., 

began t-;he1:r El-Alamein offensive on August 31, 1.9~·2, and neither 

R.omme1 1 s "Afrika Korps" nor the Italian div:l.sions could stop them</1 

Dur1ng the mor1ths of September and October there was an expectancy 

in the air concerning allied landings in the Med1;terranean,, and 

on November 8, 1942, Anglo-Amel"ican troops under Gene.ral Etsen­

howe:i:1 embarked on the beaches of Morocco and Algeria,. Meanwhile, 

the summer of' 191.H?. wac.1 coming to an end., and Hitler• rs armies had 

made no real progress durtng these months most f'a.vo:t?able for 

Germany's of't'ena:tve action. With the onset of winter., Russia was 

gathertng strer1gth and getti.ng :t1eady to take the offensive. 

Bulgaria followed the war news closely.., Was it possible 

that they had 11be1, 11 again on the wrong ally'? Perhaps tt was not 

too late; after a.lJ., Bulgar1.a. was Ge:c•many' s ally, but 1.ts armies 

were not f 1ght ing on any front '1t It ma.y be that fox· the near 

future, until the war clouds .... would clear up a bit, and permit one 



56 

to evaluate future possi.bilit:l.e~, a caution and moderation by the 

Bulgar:tan Government would be judictousQ And it was exactly 

caution and moderation that the Bulgar•ian Government expressed 

in tts reply to Beckerle concerning the evacuation of' the J'ews. 

The German Legation in Sofia sent on the 2nd of' November, 

1942 the following telegi"am 111839 as a r•eply· to t;he Berlin tel ... 

egram #1769. In the telegram Beckerle said: 

I.:have discussed the matt~r [9:r the evacuation of the 
Jews} extensively with the U3ulgar:ta12J Prime Mtnister. 
&1.lo'P, He brought to my attention the fact that; the Bul­
garian Government relies upon the Jewish labor power•, which 
they will mobilize and use f'or the conr:itruction of roads. 
Other~ise, the German p11oposal conce1ming t;he rest of' the 
Sews LJ.. e II> those who cannot be mobilized f'or labo1" group~ 
deserves congratulations [ts welcome]o 

He Uhe Prtme Ministei! told me that he w'Lll br:Lng up 
before the Cabinet the Oerman proposal (which he has done 
meanwhile)~ Because at present there ts a. great shortage 
of labor power, especially for road construction projects, 
it seems that for the time being t~ Cabinet has. not. reached · 
a decision ooncerntng the pt"oblem l,Jewish p:r•obleriQ since 
I have :not as yet recei.ved theil" f'irHitl dec:1.sion"' 

An additional telegraphic report will t'ollow as r:1oon as 
possibleo 

Signed: Beckerle17 

Additional infol."mation about the Jewish problem was sent to 

Beckerle from the Bulga1"'tan li1oreign Ministx•y via ve:i::ibal notes 

dated November 12., 19112, 

'l'he BuJ.ga:r.'ian Government is very content that its d{.:}Sil"e 
to bring the Jewish problem in Bulgaria to 1.ts solution bas 
~•oused such an inte1.,est on the pa.1"t of' the German Government;* 
\J"Udging from document x~ Y~1:!lli11. 486~23l{ quoted above II it 
was RibbentJ:1op I s decision of September 24, 19!t2 that the 
time for the deportatlen··of- the Bulgar•1.an J'ews had come, thus 
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the open:lng statement of' th113 ver•bal note j..s absolutely 
decept1veJ While r•econside1?ing the matter Ube Jewish 
problem1 in the past the Bulgarian Government always met 
with d~ficulties since it was impossible for it up to 
µew to evacuate the Bulgarian J·ews tn whole or• in part. 
~his statement is likewise deceptive in that no such 
evacuation attempt had ever• been undertaken or considere4}. 
For that reason the Bulgm:•ian Government very readily 
agreed to the German proposal that a general evacuation of 
the tTews of' BuJ.gar•ia and Roumania take place, without the 
creation of difficulties in the political and economic 
stability of' the country. On the other hand., the util:lza, ... 
tion of the labor of the Jews, which is cheap labor power 
for the public roads construction projects, must not be 
delayed any longer •. It must bc-i utilized at present since 
we cannot divert agricultural labor power to these projects. 

. 'l1he Bulgarian Governme:nt will be gr•atefuJ. tf' thl1 Ge.rman 
Go;vet"nment would int'orm us about the plans fox• the evacuatton 
of' th<::1 Jews of' Rouman1.a, so that we would be able to pass 
similar regulations for the fundamental solution of the prob­
lem,. 

The Bulgarian Government in principle ts ready to pay 
a ·total sum f'or the removal of the ~rews but feels. that the 
proposed 250 marks pet• pex•son 1s a very high sum.,18 

The content of the above verbal note was forwarded by Beckerle 

to Berl in on the 16th of November, 19L12,, 19 

A thorough analysis of' the above-quoted documents does convey 

the tmpression that a certain progrerrn toward the solutton of' the 

Jewish problem in Bulgarta was taking place. 'l'he German Mi.niBter1 ., 

R:tbbent:r•op, initiated. th1.s development by tndtcating that Germany 

was now ready to help Bulgaria. ':L1he Bulgarian Government, follow-

ing Germanj•s lead., was now acting toward the solution in what 

seemed to be a manner satisfactory to the G~:t•mans. And yet., 

certain events occured in Bulgaria during the fall of 1942 which 

must be :tnterp1,,eted by a keen observer as a rela.xatton of the anti ... 

Jewish measures. 
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What were these events that serve as the complete antithesis 

to the conclusions that may be drawn from the documents just cited? 

FirBt.1 on September 27, 1942, about 350 Jews gather•ed befor•e the 

Mtnistx•y of 'the Interior (Gabrovsky' s office) to protest their 

expulsion from Sofia to the small towns in the country. (See 

regulation #29 of the August, 1942 laws, in Appendix B of this 

thests ), '.rhe date for th:l.s expulsion for all the unemployed J'ews 

of Sofia was two days later, September 29, 1942. 

r.ro the amazement of' all the employees of the Mini.stry, Sec­

retary Gabrovek1, instead of issuing an order to the police to 

disperse the Jews away from hts offtces, came to meet the protes­

tors and deli.vered a half' an hour speech to calm the Jews. Among 

other things, Gabrovski ~~il that the worst was already over. 

At the completion of his speech Gabrovek1 personally accepted 

from each and every one of the ,Jewish per1sons assembled thex•e 

their petition for the postponement of the expulsion decree 0
20 

l•1ur1thermore, according to both A:i:•dttti and Hilberg, on the 

following day·, September 28, 19~-2, Gab:r.ovski orderc~d that the 

p1:iess abst_ain from publishing any arttcles about the Jew1sh 

problem (In 1941-42 the press was the primary instrument 1n the 

anti-Jewish public opinion campaign~ since the Jewish question 

in Bulgarta had already been regulated. 21 

In addi.'tion to lifting the ant1.-,Jew1.sh campaign of the press., 

Gabr•ovski told Commtssar Belev., on a number• of occassi.ons dur1ng 

this periodJthat the Cabinet and the Czar desired an alleviation 

of the a.nti ... Jewtsh ac:t':tvtt:tes and a less severe t1"eatment of' 

~Tews .22 
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was Gabrovski's speech, warm reception, and order to the 
( 

press just a bluff, a clever device employ:ed t-;o d1.sperse the 

fears of the Jews and malrn them forget thf~ coming danger? The 

following German source, quoted by Hilberg, would prove that 

perhaps Gabrovski was not bluffing, i.e., that the Bulgarian 

Government was procn1Stinat1.ng to gain time. Hilberg says: 

On November 9, 19l+2 the RSHA (Beich Security Main Of'fi.ceJ 
Foreign Intelligence Chief, General Schellenberg, sent a 
repor•t on BuJ.gartan anti-Jewtsh developments to Luther. 
'l1he report revealed evidence of deliberate proc·ca$b:i.nation ~ 
The Bulgar•ian Government satd the RSHA had come to the con­
clusion that with the latest anti-Jewish ordinances the 
"point of t;olerat:Lon 11 ~ !'i~ .. 9:~Jl- ~J:ip_h~i] had aJ.­
ready been exceeded. U . ., e .. , that the Bulgarian GQvernment 
does not feel thE~ need fot•. further anti-Jewish mea.sureril 23 

Any student of the German war machine dur•ing the Second World 

War knows that there was great jealousy and rivalry between the 

depaJ:>tments of' the difterent serviceso Often, off'ictals t'rom 

(liff'erent depar•tmenta wor•ked on the same assignment with or 

without each others' knowledge. Beckerle was a SoA. man, while 
/ Hoffman., who was the pol ice attache 1n the German Embltsay in 

Softa.., was an s.s. manp In this capac:tty Hoffman served as the 

Bulgari.an S"'S"' representative, and it was hts duty to :report to 

the RSHA., 

It is -possible· that the RSHA complaint was based upon repox•ts 

from S.,S~ Hoffman, rather than upon information which was sent 

by Beckerle to the Poretg.n Of'fi.ce and then passed on to the RSHA$ 

Perhaps the s.a~ was getting impatient with Ribbentrop's postpone­

ment of the solution of the Bulgarian Jewish problema It is also 
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possible that the RSHA comp1aint
1
wa.s based upon information sent 

by Beckerle to the S.S <> Office rather1 than t,he Foreign Office .. 

Generally speaking, this usually was not the case since the Foreign 
I' Ministry attaches could communtcate only with their home off.ice 

in Berlin. Hilberg indicates, however, that Beckerle was in good 

relations with the S.S., despite his S.A. affiliation. 24 Beckerle, 

setng that the F'ol."eign Office (Ri.bbentrop) was reluctant to take 

action against Bulgaria's Jewi•y, may have tr:tc~d to change R:i.bben-
'' 
' trop's mind by ?,PPlying pressur1e upon him through the S<>So (RSHA)~ 11 

Addlt1ona1 evidence for some 1:~e1axat'lon of' the anti-Jewish 

Laws in Bulga:i:,ia du:i:•ing the fall of 191+2 comes from A:r•ditti., who, 

on the basis of an unquoted source, says: 

The Mtni.ster of Justice, Partov., met w'ith Commtssa1" 
BelEW on the 30th ot' September., 1942. Partov inststed 
that the ,Jews should not be forced to war the 11yellow 
star" nor should they be evacuated from their homes (tlefer-
1.ng to the Jews of.' Sofia]~ Also the Minister demanded f:r.om 
Belev that the pressure upon the Jews be easect,.25 

A difftcult phenomenon to explain with relation to the Jewish 

problem was taking place in Bulgaria during the months of Septem­

ber., October, and November of 19Li2., 'I1he Bulgarian Government, 

as stated by Beckerle on November 16 in his report to Berlin was 

satisfied that the Jewish problem tn Bulgaria was going to be 

solved soon.. At the same ti.me we have inte1"nal evidence (Gabrov-~ 

ski 1 s speech as well as external evidence, the RSHA report) that 

the pressure upon the Jews in Bulgaria was being reduced. The 

lack of enforcement of the wearing of the yellow star is further 
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evidence which attests to this fact. At the beginning of 
' ( 

octobe,r.i., 191~.2., about 20 per cent of the Bulgarian Jews rece t ved 

the yellow star. At the same time., although 80 per cent of the 

Jews sttll had not rEHJe :l ved the star-" the government or•dered 

that the production of the stars be halted~ The government's 

order was .just:lfied on the grounds that it was necessar•y to 

economizc1 on electa"ical power. 'I1he factories pr•oducing yellow 

stars were shut down. 26 

Hilber•g fJays that following the halt; in the manufacturing 

of 11tar•s "many Jews who had already been weari.ng the star• took 

jJ:; off' again, while others continued weax•ing it in an arrogant 

manner., ptrmed next to a patrtotic symbol, such as a picture of 

the Czar or the Queen.27 

In an additional report from the RSHA, Schellenberg reported 

to Luther that a partial explanation for• the l"eduction of the 

pressures on the Jews of' Bulgaria is to be found in the protest 

of' some foreign powers such a.s Italy, Hungary, Roumania, I1'rance, 

and Spain. These countrtes expressed dissatisfaction concerning 

the measures taken against the:tr subjects of Jewtsh faith who 

were temporary residents of Bulgaria. The protest notes were 

served to Foreign Minister Popov by the legations of the respec­

tive countries, who in turn showed them to Belev with the inten~, 

tior1 of' oonvincing htm to :r•E~duce the pressure upon ·t;he Jews,,, 28 

The events in the histo:r.y of the Bulgarian Jewish Community 

during the concluding months of' 19~·2 a1:ae permeated w:i.th cont:ra­

d:i.ctions. De spite the :f'a.ct., howeve:r.,. 1:;hat there are evidences 
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