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The first century of the bommon era saw the bociru1ings 

of o great r01J .. Gious revolut:Lon, which in a re Ja ti ve ly ~~hort 

period of history-•-lt-OO years--·was to oncornpass tho then 

c:l vilized vrorld. During these four hundred years the now 

religion known as Christianity grow· from a lrnndXul of 

fanatic~l, yet dedicated followers, to become tho o~ficiaJ. 

r<'ll:l..gion of the Holy Homan Empire. 

rrhe early followers of the Ghr:.Lstian rel:Lgion came mai.nly 

from tho eastern extremities of the Holy Roman Empire--this 

area encompassing tho country of Palest:Lne, which ·was not 

only tb.e homeland of the ~Towish religion, but al~io tho cradle 

of Christiani t:r. Like n locomotive, picking up steam, this 

1'10'W relie;:t .. on be3an to e;row. It spread out its tentc1clo s 

both near and :far, 0ncompassing all who would liston and 

partake of its message. It preached o:f a One God, who hnd 

let his only son be sacrificed for the sins of man. It 

preached of a new eovenant by which all of me.nidnd conld be 

saved. "--And people listened! 

To cleny the fact that thore were some J"ewa viho also 

became interested in this new religious concept, would be 

an entirely false idea. For some did bocomo interostad, and 

many of these turned their backs on tho religion of their 

forefathers·, to partake of tho Ghri.sthin re] igion.. Most 

of the followers of the Jewish religion, however, did not 

convert. They remained true to Judaism, end even turned 



against those of their brethren \fuo chose to convart. 

Th:i.B thesis concerns :l..tseIT.:f with t·hose ,Jews who did 

not convert.. It attempts to anm,rnr the ~rue st:lons "Why'? 11 and 

when not only some of their· brethren, but also most o:f the 

peoples 1iv:l.ng around them, were fjJ:10.ing E\ ne:rw home :Ln the 

teachings of Ch:r:!.::=iti.anity? What was there about the religion 

called J"udaism thD. t made most of j_ ts follower:; rfJma:i.h 

faithful? 

I bel:i.eve that this !Japer answers these questions .. 

With the aid of the historian, J"osephus, a contemporary o.f 

this period, and several modern day scholars· of history, 

I believe that I have been able to develop j_n th:l..s paper· 

several sie;ni.f:lcant ideas concerning these . quo stions. 
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CHAPTER I 

I 
PUHPOST!~ OF THE PAPJTIR 

A -- The Problem 

THght years D.£':O, while I vras attending Miam:l. University, 

in Oxford, Ohio, I was given the opportunity to be a Sunday 

School teacher at the Reform Temple, ih nearby Hamilton, 

Oh:l.0$. On0 of the subjc3cts 1,,,rhich I was asked to teach was 

11Comparc:\t:ive ReJJ.e;ion 11 , which I was to toach the Confirmat:lon 

class.. Throughout tl-ia t year and the n.ext two yeo.rs as we 11, 

the subject of compara.tive religlon was put into my hands to 

teach. 

Each year, during the month of November, we would begtn 

tb.e section in the text 1.fhich 1rras entitled '.fh,~ lli .... rtl1 .Q.f.• 

9h.22utJa;n1·ty. t 1l1he materj_al with which I was to beg:Ln to 

instruct the class, dealt with the beginnings of Christianity 

--it·trr growth and development from o radical handful of· 

individuals into the great religious institution that tt has 

become today,, with i .. ts m1llions of followers Emd its hundreds 

of sects. 

It never s0emed to fail that at some time dur:Lne; these 

early sessions on Christianity, that someone in tho class 

would askt 11Mr., Astrc1chan--when so many people of the 

pagan religions were turning to the new Christian religion, 

'lfihy d:Ldn 1 t tho Jewish people also convort'?tt The first time 

this question was asked of me I was at a loss for 2n nnswor, 

and I vaguely remember saying, 11 that's n very e;ood question, 

( 1 ) 



but I 1'm not sure whether I can give you a proper answer. 11
' 

B1.1t I proceeded to expound whw~ I thought to be a satis­

factory reply, rather than be caught without any answer at 

all. The subject, however, was not left to rest, because, 

each time duri.ng the following two years that I taught this 

course, sometime· during the early we elm of our ditJcussion 

on Chr:Lstianity, a similar quest:Lon was raised by one or 

my students·, and a8 in the first instance, I was unable to 

given sat:tsfactory answer. 

It bothered me qulte a bit that the answ·or that I had 

given ~hem might have been wTong, or possibly misleading, 

for I was not at all satisfied with my response to them. 

I made uvmy mind, that if tbs opportunity ever presented 

itself, I would attempt to f:i.nd an answer to what I cons:i.der 

to be an important question. 

The opportuni.t;y finally presented i tsolf duri.ng tho 

winter o:f 1i965, vihen I was a:Sked to decide upon a subject 

for my Rabbinic thesis .. After consulting with my advisor, 

I decided that nt lbng last I would- search out the answer 

to the question which had been bothering me for soveral 

years: 11WHAT WAS THBRlt ABOUT 1!HE :RELIGION GALLBD JUDAISM, 

DURING THE li'IRST crnNTURY OF THE) COMMON ERA' WHICH IGNABLED 

D;S FOLLOW1tRS 1rO SUHVIVJl: AS A RELIGION, EVEN !fiIOUGH MANY' 

PEOPLE WERE TURNING 'rO 1:nrn NiiM CHHIS'rIAJ\T RrnLIGION? 11 

Aftf:ir a thorough search and c.:1ftor several. consultt1tions 
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with my advisor, I decided that the best way to approadh this 

problem was to go directly to ~he writings of someone ~fuo 

lived at thts ttme nnd who was· a vri tness to the evonts and 

to the peopl'e of the first (~ontury. I :found ·what I ·was 

looking for in the writin8s of Flavius Josep~is, 2 an historian 

who 1:i.ved durin8 the f:i.rst century. Though severa 1 of our 

mod.ern day historians3 cons:Lder Josophus a 11tu:rncoat 11 from 

Judaism, I could fj_nd nothing in 'his writ:i.ngs to make me 

bc:ilievo that such was the case. Although he ·w1::1s patroniz,ed 

by the Homan government, and althoue;r1 he was awE,rded the 

rights of Roman citizenship, 4 he remained loyal to the 

religion of his fore.fathers throughout his 1:tfe. 

During his earlier y0ars he was a staunch supporter of 

the Phar:LsoerJ, one of tho three major schools of thought 

within Judaism of tho first contury. Josephus in de.scr:Lbing 

these early years statos: 

.At about the age of s:l.xteen rsJ;..51+ A!?] I determined 
to gain personal experience~ the several sects 
:lnto v.fhich our :nat5on is divided. 'I'hese ••• are three 
:Ln number--the f:i.:rst thnt of tbo Phar:l.seo s, the 
second that of the Snddncee ~;, and the. third that 
of tho Essenes •. I thought that, after a thorough 
investigation, 1 should be in a position to select 
the bo st. So 1 ffUbml tted mys0 lf to hard trcdnine; 
and 1aborj.ous _ exerc:lses. and p~sse~ thr.ou~h the r:'~h~~e r;'l 
courses ..... Being now J_n my n:i.neteonth year f)6-?7 A12.J 
I began to govern my life by the rules of the 
Pharisees, a sect having points of resemhJ.agce to 
that which the Greeks call the State school 

When he had grown older, and was accused by his :fellow 

Jews of being a traitor to Judaism, for bis havin8 rccoivnd 

tho praisos of Rome, it was then that he sot about to ·write 

hi s .9 ON'IM AE.LQ~J}~l1, w'h. :L ch 



•• osuccessfully rebuts the malign~u1t and ab::rnrd 
fictions of the anti-Semites; and concludes with 
a glowing defense of the ~awgj_ver and his code 1 h_is ~~ofty co~.ception o:f God beinr; contrastGg, ·w:1.th 
the immoral 1doas current nmong the G-reeks. 

Would a man ·who had forsaken his religious heritage, and 

turned acainst his brethren have wri.tten such a defense of his 

J • • ? re,.1gJ..on I thinlr. not. His loyalty, as I int~rpret his 

writings, is t·wofold. F:i.rst of aJl, he :Ls loyal to the 

religion of h:i.s forefather::r ...... rn=:tmel~r Judaism. Secondly, he 

is loyal to Rome---not to the people/of Rome, nor to tb.eir 

religion or ideals? but rn ther to Homan povrer, for J"osophus 

readily admitted to the power of Romo. It is this latter 

point, which hc1.s· cnused somo contemporyhistorians to question 

the loyalty of ,Tosephus. I ·would sugp:ost·, hovrnve.r th.8.t they 

have confused loyc.1lty wlth awaroness--,Tosephus' s avrorone[JS of' 

Roman power and its inevitable affect upon the Palestinian 

rebellion against the Roman occupation. 

Josephus ·was born in the year 37-38 A.D. 8.nd ·was a son 

of a priest with royal blood in his veins on his mother's 

side.7 Throughout his early years there is little reason to 

doubt his loyalty to J~d~ism and to his co~~elicionists in 

Palest:i.no ~ Even when Vosva.s:1.an, tho great Homan gonercil ·was 

advancing upon the city· of J"otnpa ta, J osephur1 ~,tood w:i.. th his 

b~ethren against the Roman • 8" 
SOJ .. ge • . When Jotapata fell, :t.t 

was then that Josephus fe 11· into Roman 1:7.ands, and though tho 

Jaws hated him for his toad fortune and for the fine treatment 

he received undor the Roman Ern:rwrors, ho nevertheless renmined 

true to J\1dtdsm, ns fur 3.si I can cletermtne, for reasons that 
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I have dep:Lctod c"\bovo *" '.I1ho da.to of hi.s d.r:Jath i.s unlrn.mm; 

but ho must hnvo livod into th? early second century because 

Josel)hrw is :found (1Uost:Lon:l.ng tho 1::dstor:lcu:i. J'ustus, concerni.ng 

ld .. s bolatod and 0:rronoons l:d.story of tho war, b:7 o.sJcl..1.1g h:i.m 

·why ho di.d not publish his h:l.story 1dhlle Kinz Agrippa nnd hj_s 

:fam:U..y woro yot al:i.ve. The date given for th:Ls i.hqui:ry :ts 

f ,,_ 1·0··0· A D HJ a \,e:r i · , · • •• 

Thoso then are~he reasons I have chosen to depend upon 

the writine;s of Josephus as my pr:i.mary source :for this paper .. 

Althour.;h I renlize full well that every hi~itorian who wr:i.tes 

about the events of his 1:i.fetimo will record those events 

which he considers important and delete those happenh1r;s 

vihich he considers of less :i.mportance. AncJ. thour.;h he ·wr:i.tes 

from 1;:1 corta:Ln perspective, I find tlw.t I must depend upon 

Josophus to help an~iwer the question which I ho.vo posed, for 

lack of any other authoritative work of this time. For 

though there ware other historians of this period, their works 

hawe· not come down to us" 



CHAPTgR II 

Before we can cope ·with the qu0 stion as to why the 

followers of the roligi.on called J\:idaj_sm vrnre not on the 

·whole ternptod by thinew Christian relig:l..on, I feol that ·we 

must first understond c1.ncl kno·w the People ,,rho followed tho 

J·mdsh rel:Le;ion. We must 1-r.now who thoy were and whnt they 

believed and why they believed as they did. n1.:Ls chapter 

will concern :Lt self wj_th the people--thoso who swore by, and 

·who were i·lillibg to lay down their l:L verr :for t'heir rol:i.g:l.ous 

hori tago •. 

~Chere were three major rEl l.:i.r,iour1 schools of thouGht 

within tho Jewish religion and all three were ~istinct entities 

within tho whole of Jucfa.:t.sm. Each cla:Lmed that t'J:'iej_rs vras the 

correct way to observe the J ew:i. ,sh :re ltr,ion, yet each ·was more 

than ;just a re ligj_ous sect within a rEJ lic;i ous \•ihole.. Ra thor, 

each reprotrnnted a religtous philosophy to wh:lch it 1-ras boundo 

'.T.1b.ese threo schools of ph:i.J.osophy were knovn1. as the Phariso-es, 

the Sndducees, and tho Essenes. Josephus, n::: I havo o.J.read.y 

t . :i al)ove n; h t J . b. J f' 'tl th ·1 tt· men 1oneo , , c ... ose ~o a .ign .1mso ... :. w:1. · 1. : e _a ~or 

scb.001·of thought .. 

-~ 1? Josephus j_s one of only three author:i.ttes on thEJ bsseneso · 

They are described by him as havine bnd a re~Itation foy 

cultivatine peculiar sanctity. 

( 6 ) 



( 7 ) 

~r.hey shun pleasures ns a vice o.n.d regard temp'"' 
erance and the control of the passions ns a 
special virtue~ Marriage they-disdain, but they 
adopt other men 1 .s childreh, uhlJ.e yot p11ablo 
and dooile,_and roG~rd the~ ~s th?ir kin a~d .. 11 mould them J..n accord8.n.co w:t th the:tr own prJ.ncJ.ple so ~ 

The Essenes rejected tho idea of private property and 

therefore, 

r •• thBy have a law that DBW members on admission 
to the sect shall confiscate their property to tbB 
order, with the result tb.at you ·w:1.11 no,,fhere soe 
either abject poverty or inordinate wealthf the 
indiv:i.dual I s possessions ~jotn the common stod\1 and 
all, like brothers,. enjoy a single patrimony., 1 + 

The Essenes did not live in any one particular city, 

but rather chose to J.j_ve in large numbers in nearly OVE?ry 

town.- When a member of the sect W8S on a journey, "he could. 

stop in any com..rnun::L ty and expo ct to bo welcomed with or.Jen 

arms by other members of tho sect. In oach of these commu-· 

nitie:::1 one member was· sppo·:i.ntod, with his sole purpose being 

to attend to f,trangers and to prov:Ldo them with the necessities 

of life., 

The Essene never changed his garments or his s~oes 

until they were torn to shreds or worn threadbare with age. 

He would never buy or sell to another gssene, but when 

another Ess1;:1ne was :Ln need of anything ho would givo him of 

h:!.s own ih exchange for someth:!.ng useful to himself. But, :U' 

h~ needed something and had nothing to give in return, he 

could accept the needed article without fooling any obligation 

to 3::Lve :Ln return. 115 
11.After God they hold most tn awe the nmne o:f thej.r 

J. · l 6 bJ h f h · i h ~ '::rit·i_1 d.ea.tl1. 111 7 .awg1.vcr ,. any· ... asp omer o:: vr om J.S pun B oo. , , 
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Accord:Lnr, to J·osepb:us thoy were str:tcter thnn any other sect 

o:f the J'evrs as regards abstnin7.ng from work on the seventh 

day,. for not only did they prepnro their food on the day 

before, to avoid kindling a fire on the Sabbath, but they 

didn I t even 11 ••• V(:mture to remove any ve s se 1 or even to go to 

stoo1. 11118 

Not everyone wo. s permitted to ;j o:tn the sect.. He who 

was anxious to join had to prove himsolT worthy, by succoDs-• 

fully pass:lng D series of tests.. ll'or one year he served a 

probationary period,. durinr; which t:lme he ·we.s under clos(1 

scrutiny.. If he pn ssed thls to r:lt, he 1:ro. fl then tested for 

hva more years, and only t'h.en j_f' he was found worthy, wu s 

he enrolled in the society. 

As regards their attitude toward den th and that vfhich 

lies beyond, they 'bel1eved that death, 1.f i.t cnmo with honor, 

was better tb.an :LmmortEili.ty. '.T.1l1ey be-11.eved that the body 

was corruptible s.nd its const1tuent matter :tmpermanent, buii· 

that the soul :Ls :l.mmort"al nnd :i.mporishnble. Jose:phus stnte-s 

that they shared the bel:lof of the• sons of Greece, ·who 

mat:ntain th8t: 

••• for the virtuous souls there is reserved an 
abode beyond tb.e ocoan, a place wh:Lch is not op[Jrosscd 
by raj_n or snow or heat, but is re fro shed by the 
ever gentle breath of the west wihd coming :Ln from 
the ocoEm; vih:tle they relogate base souls to 8 
murky and tempo stuous dungeon, big ·\·1:L th nevo r-
endine punishments.,19 

Concerning Fate, they declared 11 ••• that Fote is mistress 

of all things, and that notldng befalls men unless :It be 

i.n accordance w-:Lth hor decree .1120' 
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r_ehe Sadducee s, the socond of the three orders, dld 

away ·w:Lth Fate altogether. '.I1hpy hold that there ·was no such 

th:Lng and 

••• th.at human a.ctionrJ are not achteved in nccordanco 
with her decree, but that nll things l:Le within ou1~ 
own power, so that 'l'le ourselves are responsible for 
our we 11 _being., w'h. il0 we,, suffer mi sf or tune through 
our ovm thoughtlessness.,c.1: 

The Sadducees, accord:i.ng to Josephus were 1:1 very 

argument a tl ve group, evE.m. to tho extent of arguj_ng among 

themselves·. 'l1hey observed only the laws, 22 and cons:l.cl.ered 

it a virtue to dispute with the teachers of the wisdom that 

tb.ey pursued .. 23 

;rosephus, obviously did not th:1.nk very much of tb.e 

Sadducees, because in all his wr:ttines, he devotes very littie 

space to them, and when he does· spe,-ik of them it I s not in vory 

comp:L1mentary terms.. In one pnssage ho sB.ys of them: 

"they accomplish practically noth:l.ng e ••• for wb.enover 
they· as sumo ::wme office, though th(~Y submit u:n:wn.J. .... 
:Lngly O.!ld perforco, yet subm:l. t th<'3y do to the formulas 
of tho Pharisoo;:;

1
, since otherwise the masses would not' 

tolerate them.112-1-

The Pharisees, the th5rd of these religious philosophical 

groups, were held i.h great esteem by Josephus--•so much so, 

that he himself joined tb.e movement. What J5ttlo ho wrote 

about the Sadducees, ho malrn s up for, by fully spell:tng out 

for us the make up and tbB belisfs of tho Pharisoes. 

The Pharisees made up the power group among the Jews, 

and this power came into th£ir hands bocause of two happenings. 

]first of nJJ., they lw.d the comp lo to co1~:fidence of the marrne s, 

so thn.t ·whatever t'h.0.y sa:i.d and ar,a:Lnst whomever they spoke-, 



their words ga:L'nod :tmmodiote c:redrn1ce •21
1- Soconc'lly 9 :rn 

76 B.C~E.,, AJ.oxandrR, the Queef. of Syr:La and the dc1ur;'hte:r.­

in-lmr of Hyrcnnus, gave much of hor po-war to the Pharisoo s • 

• •• she perm:i.tted the Phnrisees to do s.:3 they liked 
in all matters, and also commanded tho people to 
obey them; ::1.nd viha tevor r<:i r;ula tions, 1ntroclu.cod. 
by the Pharisees in accordance with the tradit:1-on 
of thoir fathers, had boon abolished by her :Cather­
in-law Hyrcanus, those sho ago.in restored. And 
~o, while she had the title of sovereign, the 
Phariseo.s had the rio·wer .. 25' 

B0cause of this power, tho Pharisees 

11 ••• dotormj.ned viha t the laws were to bo and hm,r 
tho Aaroni.des wore to carry out their dutiose 
They created novel instituU.ons for legislatinr.; 
new laws, ijtotocting old laws, and carrying out 
all laws. 11 c6 

'.rhe Pb.arisoe s had a simple stc1ndard. of living o.nd moJie 

no concession to 11..:ixury. 1.r-hey follo·wed tho c;uid.c1nce of 

that which their doctrine had selected nnd tran:.imitted as 

good, and they observed tl1.Nrn commandments which the :Lr 

doctrine had soon f'i t to c1:Lcto. te to theme '.I1hough t'hcy 

postulated thnt everything :Ls brought about by fate, they 

still d:i..d not dep1'.'iv0 the hurnnn ·will o:f tho pursuit of 1.•.rhat 

j • I: ~s ln mnn s power, sJ.nce they hoJ.teved that i.t was God rs 

pJ_ea r::ure that there should be a fusion and that tbo will 

of man, with his vi:rtUB'S and h:Ls vice, should be admitted 

to the council-chambers of fate. 

They believed, also, tl1.a t tho souls hnd the pm1e:r. to 

surv:Lvo donth, and that there i:·rere r0"1:rards rmd punisb.ments 

for those vfuo had led lives of virtuo or vice. Eternal 

imprisonment ·wan tho lot for tho evil souls vrh:lle the souls 

that had been good received on easy passage to a now lifa. 27 



It was hecausa of th.0:30 views that they gained such a pop­

ularity arn.ong tho townsfolk. 

rl1he Phnri seas 

o •• mado pers~nal, individual galvation the central 
doctrine of Judaism, and the Halakah system the 
means for its achievement. It internal1.zed the 
laws and built them into the conscience~ The indi­
vidual could know where he stood vdth God only 
by looking into his individual self and by s~rut­
iniz:l.ng his individual deeds .... .,28 

In other words, the Pharisees mndo tho incUvid1w. l and hi.s 

personal salvation through the laws tho ultimate concern 

of J\tdaism.. I will return to this subject at a la tor time .. 29 

Thero was~ besides these three major philosoph~cal 

schools, a fourth school of thour;ht, wrd.ch it-ms e ntnblisho d 

by J·udas the Galilaea:n@ According to Josephus, 

This school agrees- in all other resp-octs with tb.e 
opfn~_onr; of the Pharisees? except thnt they ho.ve a 
passion for liberty that 1.s almost unconquerable, 
sihce they are convinced that God alone is their 
len.dor and master. They think little of submitting 
to death i.n unusual forms and permitting vengeance 
to fall on kinsmen and friends if only they mny avoid 
calling any man master~30 

These than were the people who·· called themselves Jews, 

and who lived j_n the landff Pale stlne during tl'rn Fir st 

Century. Yet, even though they all practiced tho rel:i.gion 

called Juda:i.sm, each in thei.r ovm way, thoy nevcrtholQss 

11h1.' ~ .. found it d:l.ff:1.cult to live in harmony with one o.nothcr. . 

next section 1:r:i.ll deal w:L th the:Lr conflicts and p:roblerns, 

not only among thomsolvos, hut also with outside forces. 

Ill·- -~ -- Tl1Q §.:t.1:.11£r .. e:.l.G. !Q.r. J:Qli§..t · .... .t1LQ. 13 t :r..v.2J~l.Q. .E.9.r. Em(;;.d.Qm 

The re we re thre o major problem t1 ·with wl:d ch the Jews 
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of Palestine had to cope, dur:Ln8 the Ji'irst Century$ '.I1he 

first of these,. and perhaps thr9 most erievous, was bet·woen 

the Pharisees and tho S,c1dducees, the t·wo major Jowish 

philosophical schools of the first century. 

Tb~ conflict thBt arose between those two groups was 

caused, for the mo;:; t p1:1rt by each r;ronp vying with the 

other for power. Each tried to preac'h its ph:i.J.oso·ohy to the 

masses, and to have the masses accept their doctrihes as the 

doctrines that they must· l:Lve by. 

Josephus makes it clear that the Sadducees ·were madff 

up· and supported by the vrealthier elements of the J"udec1.n 

society, wh:Lle the Pharisees had thE-J support of the masses., 

He emphasizes this fact in his description of how the Pharisees 

handed do,,m the regulations 0:r·, the· former genera t:Lons to 

thej.r folJ.o,w0rs. 

ttFor the present I wish rr10rely to oxplnin that 
the Pharisees had pnssed on to the people certain 
re guJ.c1 t:i.ons handed do\l'm by :formor e;enera tions and 
not recorded in the Laws of Moses, for wh:Lch renson 
they are rejected by the Sadducaean g:rour), who 
hold that only those regulations should be consider­
ed val:Ld which were written dovm in Scr:i..pture, 
and that those which had not been hancJed doun by 
former generations need not be observed. And 
concerning these matters the ti·ro p-artios came to 
have controversies and serious differencest the 
Sadducees hav:i.ne; the conf:tdence of the wea:thy 
alone but no follO'w:1-ng among the populace, iih:i.le 
the Pharisees have the support of the massos.31 

Tho love by the masses crc1me about because the Phar:tseos 

:i.nstt tuted into J\:tdaism many new reforms, which the Se.dc'tuceos 

wore very much against. The Phar1s8e s instituted a ncrw ler,al 

concept· of the Law,- by preaching a two-fold Law. '.rhey 



bel:loved that God r;nve a two-fold Law on Mount Sihai--both 

tho Wr:L tten Law and the Oral Law. "T1he-y d:i.d not sea th.em-, 
selves a.s the creators of the Oral Law, but as i;ts trans-

mitters .,.1'32 The Sadcluceo s, prior to· this new inn.ova t:Lon 

had preached only the Written Law,. and not the Ora 1 Lnw. 

The Badducees ware the followers of the Aaronide system 

of authority, while the Pharisees felt that their authority· 

}' J 1r p was from 1,oses, oshua, the .. "lders, and the rophets. The 

Sadducees were governed by the Priestly class 1.vho bE~lieved 

that they were do scc1nded from Zaddok, the h:l.gh priest, who 

had lived at the time of Solomon~ 

Another bone of contention between these b,ro groups 

\•-Ta s in the courts of law. ~!:here were two courts of law· 

durin~ the first century--the Bet Din which was rn;:i.de up 

only of tb.e PhEtr:Lsees, and the Sanhedrin, 1;fhicl1 wus made up 

by the High Prj.o st and the Sadducee s ~ Those "iho make up the 

Sanhedr:i.n were called J'udges .33 

The Pharisees were much moro lenient in their interpre­

tation of the Laws, while tho Sadd.ucees were much more st:ric"tio 

This is one of tho major reasons~~ the masses turned in 

their allegiance to tho Pharisees., One ex/?\mpJ.e o:f Pho.risaic 

leniency concerned itself w:Lth wallrh1g on the Sa-hbath. The 

Sadducees preached that the Sabbatical boundary should bo 

2000 cub:Lts, wh:lch is ordained in the Written Law, while· the 

Phar:Lsees permittod walking on the Sabbath anywhero in the 

c:Lty .. 

Because of these open contradictions in their inter--



pretation of tha laws, and because of thoj.r difforing systoms 

of authority, the confl:l.ct whiph ex:i.sted betwoen those t·wo 

philosophical schools of thou[:{ht, in their strj_virte; to gain 

ul t:tr,n te power over the masses, procl.ucod. a vary serious 

problom for Jewish prestige durine; the first century. 

A second problem that d0veloped durinc thB first century 

was a conflict which came about cl.uo to the RomBn occupation 

of Ic)alest:lne. T1hough nanrly all of thc--i inhab:Ltants of 

Palestine, both Pharisees and Sadducees, wore agaihst the 

Roman occupation, the confl:lct ·which arose wo.~:f1u0 to the :fo.ct 

that there were two prevail:Lne; attitudes. 

On the one hand were➔ the revolut:Lorrn:ri.e s, who ·wo.nted to 

force the Romans out of Palestine by means of forco. On 

the other hand, and equally determined, wero the consorvatJves, 

who ref!J.:ized that Rome was so pav,rerful and hGr leg:Lons so 

mighty, that any rebellion would be c1Lsasterous for Palestir.dan 

Jewry.. 'rhe conservatives wore lookod u11on as cowards by those 

who· i1.dvocated open rebellion, 2.nd the revolutionlsts were 

loolrnd upon as fools by those ·who :felt that an all out 

rebellion would be lost before it began. 

Josephus was h:Lmself a conservative. Althoue;h he was 

very much for gettlng rid of the Romans, and freeinG his 

country from tho Homan per~rncut:t.on, ho .nevortheJ.oss roalizecl 

that an open rebellion aga:Lnst the powerful Roman legions 

would be a foolhoart'y venture, and th8.t those \4ho advocated 

rebellion could not succeed. His firm belief in Roman 

inv:lrwlbiJ.5.tJr c~@e nbout, when as a young ml:rn of 26 or 2'7, 
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...,i_ 
ho visitEld Rome • .) t- Whnn. he returned to Pa1Gsttne he found 

his countrymen. h01:1.clJ.nc: for re101t, r:md trl<:Jd in vain to 

paclfy thoso ,,.fh.o were advocating tho robelLLon. 

1:Chus bet;an the tb.:L:rd }"lroblem w:Lth ·which tho Palestine 

Jows of the first century had to cope: the rebellion acain~r~ 

Rome, and the corn::equonces thereof.,. In his seven booJrn on 

111.a .. .lful:li, Josophus attomnts to sho·w the doveloym10nt of t110 

Palestinian robell:Lon and hovr eventually, DS he had prc:idicted, 

the armies of the rebellion wore overthrown ~~nd their loaders 

impr:Lsoned or killed •. 

The . rebellion, for all :Lnto:nt and purpose <:Jnded. 1.n the 

year 70r, ·when a large Roman n:rmy led by Titus bo seieod 

Jerusalom, and through continuous attacks dentroyed the 

heart of the resistance movement. Jerusalem fell, ln2t not 

befo:r.e :Lts de.fenders Etnd tl10 i.nhabi tants of the d .. ty suffered 

horrible sufferi.ngs. Because of the seiee, a great famino 

had enveloped the ci.ty, and the peoplo within its wall.shad 

turned to acting like beasts and wilrl animals in their attempt 

to f:Lnd a morsel of food to sustain them. ,Josephus doscribod 

theso horrors very v:Lvidly, one account appen:r.1nc.; as follows: 

Meanwhile, t'b.e vlct:Lms peri~1h:lng of fam:i.ne tb:r.ough­
out the city were drorming in countless numbers 
and endur:Lng sufferings :Lndescril"mble. In every 
house,. the appearance any,✓here of hut a shadow of 
food was a signal for war~ and tho dearest of 
relatives fell to hlows, snatching from each othor 
the p:Lt:lful supports of l:l..fo •• oThe wiry c1y:tng wo:re 
not credited as :Ln want; r10.y, oven th one cxrd.r:Lne; 
were senrched by tho br:i.p;nnds, lest o.ny should. be 
co:nconli.ng food benen.th cl folcl of hi.s gnr:rnont ::md 
.fo:Lgntnr, de.a th. GclJlinc; u:L tr1. h1me;or, llke m::i.d c'log~'1, 
those ruffians went stag~cring and roeling along, 
bhttcrtnc upon the door~J tn t'hc nwnner of clrunlrnn 
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men, nnc7 :l.n tho:Lr pe!rplo::d ty bursting into the 
same houso twice or thrice within a single hour~ 
NecPcsity c1 rovo· ~~e vic~ims to ~l)AW nnv1/n' ]'Dry nnd ~ ._, .:::.;,_ ..i,. l Vi..•. ·- , U ... r-·. . 0 .. c. ~v r_\ ....... J U ~-- ·b' l.\ .. . 

objects uhich even the f:Llthiest of br1Jto beasts 
would reject they condescended to coll.ect 2nd eatr 
thus in the end tlrny abstained not frow bolts nncl. 
c,,,,,oe<."! ,,na ,·••1·r·i]"'DO·Cl o·"'f 8YJC1 cl"(1'•J('lc·1 ·t110 V"•rv 1."lnt'h0:r•· 1:JJ..1.. • .J ':\_ .... , . .JU-./, . . n.

5
,.1.. .. ( •... .,•. 1.J.-...\'...,..,. 1:L.1 ~.,; -L< .... 

of tr.1.0 :i.r buckles .. J. 

'.I'he so thon were the people 1/ho livocl in Palestine 

d i '-h "• t ,. rph 1,, 1 • .• l a • t t l .ur ng ·1., .o 11rs ce:m:;ury. .. ougu C!.lV.LC..l.O .. J.n o ;1roe 

roligio~philosophicnl schools of thought, and though in 

open conflict with each other for the support of the masses 

to lts way of interpreting the Jewish 'h.oritct131:-1 of their 

forefathers, they nevertheless had ono common goal in mind~ 

They all wanted to see Palest;j_ne froo from. Homnn por1:jecl1t:ton, 

1✓h:ich ·was vory he.rsh at this time~, Yot, just as they vrere 

:Ln open conflict re gard:Lng tho vaJ:l.d:L ty of the:I.r three 

religious sects, so they were ih corrflict ovor how to end 

the Roman persecution. The revolutionaries won the conflict 

~1t lost out in their hope of gaining frootlom by overt 

robe 11:l.on. 'l1ho Homan sarr:Lsons of ·1:rn 11 di sc:Lp1:tned soldiers 

·were too much for the untrained but gutty rovo1utiornJrio s ~­

And so their causo wo.s lost.. Judai1::m, ho·wever, continued to 

survive,. and :its laws prova:i.lod. As to 'Jh:rt those 1mm 

woro, and ·why they were able to hold the J"ows togothor, 1Jill 

be discussed in tho following cbnptor. 



CHAP'.eE:n III 

The Laws of Moses, according to the Pharisees, bed 

been handod clown from Moses to ,Joshua, from Joshua to tho 

Elders, and from the Elders to thA Prophets. In addition 

to tb:Ls the Pharisees believed that along wi.th the Written 

Laws, thB Oral Laws were revealed at Sinai. Th' .. J. ~, ' clS I 

have already mentioned was in coritradiction to thB beliefs 

of the SEtdduceet:i who believed that only the Writtcrn Lnws 

·1 • • l J · d 36 were ec1 VJ.ne __ y reve1.:;1..e . .,- Spea~ing of Moses as being the 

groat lm·rg:l.vor, Josephus states in the Q..ontra !DiQ.U,Elm: 

"He appointed tho Law to be tl1.e most excellent and 
nocessary form of instruction1 ordaining, not that 
it should be heard once for ail or twice or on 
sovero.l occa s:Lons, but that c~very week men should 
desert their other occupations and assemble to· 
liston to the Law and to obtain a thorou~h and 
ncc·u1~~·te• kf1owladae. or 1·t 37 • <A ., ~ c...:.. .~... .. i_:_, . b .) -·~ .. . • o • • 

J.i1or the Jews ·who l:Lved dur:i.ne; the :f.'tr13t c0ntury, the 

Revealed Law had a special place in their J.ives. Though 

over a thousand years had passed since Sinai, the Scriptures 

were still very dear to the peoplb of Palostineo 

11 We have Givan practical r,roof of our reverence 
for our o,m Scriptures. For, although such 
long ages hBVO now passed, no one has vonturod 
either to add, or to remove, or t9 alter a syllable; 
and it is an instinct with every Jaw, from the day 
of his birth, to regard them as the decrees of God, 
to abide ~B thorn, o.nd :i.f neod bo, cheerfully to d:Le 
for thomo l. 

These Reveoled Laws must have had a special appeal for 
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the so poop lo, :for Hhy o lso ·wouJa thoy h[)Vc held them in nnch 

() C' t ' ·t ,., ·1 ' d 1• t t ' ct· rovGrcrn.ce I or -au1..y ·en.er c 1 .. no·c oxpec - o roce:i.ve c:t re-FD.r, 
( 

of s:Llvor o:r iold for tb.e observnnce of these 1mm, for in 

all tho e;ene:ra tions which had prccc~cded them, such 2 rm,n::ircl 

vms never .forthcom:lng. ~Cho reward for observmi.co Wt1.s novor 

a tane;ible rewo.rd, but rather :Lt was ono o:f an t:nto.ncr,iblo 

nn turo o The indi v:l.d1ml 1.·rho obsorvod tho ::-rn lo.vrs wo. t:: firmly 

persuaded II 
ij. ethi:=1t to those who obs0rvo the lo.-v1.s.,, Oj\ God has 

Granted a renewed ex:i.stenco and in the revolution o.f tho 

ago s the g:i.ft of a better J.tfci .. 11 39 

rrhe Laws as a. v1hole r,at:tsf:i.ed the reLLglous needs of the 

people, so that they d:ldn 1t have to soo.rch elsewhere to be 

satisfj_ed. Josephus, in h:i.s surnmnr:l..zj_ng the content of tho 

Lmrn , st a t e s : 

A glance at them showed that they t~ach not impiety, 
that they invite men not to hatr:i their follow:-J, 
but to share their posErnss:i.ons; that t'h1:3y ar0.1 tho 
foes of injustice and scrupulous for justice, 
banish sloth and extravagance and teach men to be 
self-dependent an~to work with a will; that they· 
deter thorn from w:ill for the sake of conquest, but 
render them valiant dofonders of tho laws thorns0lvesr 
:l"noxora ble :tn punishment, not to be ch.1r~od by studied 
·words, alwn;rs supported by actions •••• I would there.fore 
boldly maintain that we have introduced to the rent of 
the 1:rorld a very large number o:f w1ry beautj_ful :tc1ens .. 
Wh"J- 0·re..,te--T' 1·)e"uty ·1·11~11 ·1·11vJ'o]al"le- .,...,-io-t,r'? Wl1°·t· c,.;.,l,ib q ... - -.Jn l;_c,, ...... ....... J-- .t)~·--'J o.J 

higher jur:Jtico than obed:Lence to the lm-rs?,, ••• and to be 
convj_.nced th,Jt ovcr:y-tld.nf, tn the w~1pl,e un:1.verse is 
under the aye and direction of Goa?+© 

rrihe T ' ~ 1 th l . 1-1 f' . J .L. .uaw prov1oec o peop. o ·w1\,.1 a sense o: s-c1cur1 cy--

that God cared enough nbout them to mako h:1.s rovenJ.ocl ·uora. 

ln1m,m to then and to them alone. f~ach :l.nd:tvidual cnme to 

feol thnt God had rovonled His Laws to h:Lm alone nnd thnt 
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God cared c"\bout his very existence, and novor ·would leave 

him· to venture out into· the 1wr1c1 nlone.. 'I1he Pharisees had 

a lot to do with having tho paople feel this way .. T1~cv 1 t .Ju 

11 
••• made thE:➔ :lnd::.vidual and his personal salvation through 

the lavrs the ult:Lmate concern of Juc1aj.sm., 1111•11 

But the Pharisees made o:f God sometki.ne more., Pr:Lor 

to the Pharisees, the Diety was primarily a national God~ 

Due to their teac'J:d.ngs, He wns now· envisioned as a cosmic 

God who ruled tho entire worJd. Yet, even though God's 

pov.rer ·was now· extended to Rll peoples everywhere, Hn vm s 

still committed. to a s:lngTe peopl'e and a single land, and 

the Jewish peopl~ felt secure in this knowlodge~ B~cause 

of this, they paid their allegiance to this cosmic G6d by 

obeying His Laws. 

This idea of a cosmic God spread outside the boundaries 

of Palesti.ne, and others bor;an to seo tho value of tho Je-wish 

concept of :religion. Whol<c'J peoples turned from tho pagan 

religion of tho ir forefathers to tako upon themso lvo ff tho 

k f T 1 ' T'L • t f ,. ,, . yo .e o. • uc a :1.sm. . 110 impac · o:. ·c11e se converr1ions clLu·1ne; the 

first century mu.st have been quite profound o Judaism had 

lifted the standard bearer of its religious heritage for a~l 

to see, and many who so.w it turnod to .follovr after it & 

Josephus wns obv:Lously impressed with this f[wt, crnd :Lt 

appearr1 to me to bE'J quite obv:lous tho.t lrn throws up this 

point whenever b.e can 1n his vrritines. Not· WD.ntinc; to mDke 

it too obvious, he incorporates his elation into his historica~ 

:recountinc;s of tl:d.s period. Ono exnmplG of this is givon 
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1. n t'h ·1 f K' A . 1.J.o spoec :1 o:. :Lng grJ.ppa. In his tryine to disuado 

the J"evrs from robellj_;ng ag8:Lnf\t Romo, he delivered a long 

d'Lrworto.tion to the lows who ·were advocatJ.ng war .. 

What al.lies then do you expo ct for th:Ls ·war'? 
WD.1 you recruit them from tho un:Lnhabitod. 1-r:lld::::? 
I11or i.n, the hab:ttablo world all 8.re Rornans-•-unJ..ess, 
maybe, the hopes of some of you soar beyond the 
Euphrates and you cou[nt on obtaining aid from your 
k · . · A ·t • , 1·2 insmen 1n c1a0ene .. 

In a footnote to this quotation, the word 11proselytes 11 

:Ls proposed as a more correct term than 11Jd.nsmon 11 .. 

':Che dynasty of Adi bene, a :region ea st of the 
!igri~ on the Parthian frontier 1 had_u?dor· 
Claud::1 .. us boen converted to ,JudaJ.sm fon4J some 
members of tne royal family fought on the side 
of the Jevrn. +3 

J osophus in his QQ..11:t..r.il AD.i .. QJlQP.1 brings to our a ttent:i.on 

many other instances to show how widespread and accepted 

tho religion of the Jews had become. 

From the Greeks we are severed moro by our 
Geographical position than by our institutions, 
with the result that wo neither hate nor envy 
them. On the contrary, many of them have agreed 
to ndopt our laws r o.f ·whom somo have remained 
fo.i thful, w~.ile o~h~rs ~ l,H?ldn~

4
the necessary 

endurance, have agm.n socededo, 

Later on in the ffame volume he spooks of the greot suecoss 

o.f the Jews winning over proselytes. 

'rhe mE1sses have long since shown a keen a.es:Lre 
to adopt our rel:t13:l.ous observances; and tborc is 
not ono city, Greek or barbarian, nor a single 
nation, to wh:i.ch our custom of abstain:1.ng :from 
work on the seventh day has not spread and whore 
the fasts and tho liehting of lamps and many of 
our pro hi bi tions 5.n the matter of food aro not 
obsorvod. Moroovor, they attempt to :Lmmitatu 
our unan:i.m:Lty, our li heral charj.tics, our devoted 
labour :i.n the crafts, our endur&.nce under ne1rse­
cution on bohalf of our laws. The grontest miracle 
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of aJ.l is tlwt our Law holds out no soduct:i.ve 
ba:i.t of sonsual ploasurc, hut h=1s exercised th:i.s• 
j_n:fl1wnce through its oun p_nhoren.t me:rJ ts; and, 
as God permeates the universe, sp fho Law has 
found its wt0.y Etmong a 11 mankind. +5 

Agc:d.n, I feel that there mu1::1·tr have bocn sornetldns about 

tho Lmrs o:f the Jews that a:ppe,9.led to these people. Why 

else would they have :Lncorporo.t8d many of the observances 

of the :raws into thoJr own 'mode o:f 1:iv:LnE? 

The Jewish religion offered one other incentive to the 

non-,T e-w of the first century ,-rh:i.ch up until novr I hav(1 only 

nlluded to-;- and that ts the sy,:3tom of ttinterno.l La-w 11 , a term 

thnt Dr. Ellis Rivkin uses j_n hts nrticle ontJ tlcd '111-Q. 1.u.1i..Q...Uls'J. 

.9.i.:.tx:, which I have prnviously footnoted., Par,o.nism did not 

ho.ve a concept of 11 Internal La:w 11 to offer :!.ts adherents. 

Pagan1sm had only 11IDxternal La1:r 11 .. 

As long as the pa.gan lived :i.:n a pe.rti.cul'ar- city the lffws 

of that city gov~1rnod h:i.s every action. He was constderod 

a citizen of that city, and bocause o:f this, he was entitled 

to 0.ll of tho pmrnrs and protection which thE"1rrn laws provided 

for its c:L tizennr •. Once ho left tho domains of th:Ls city, 

houever, either on h:i.s own accord or by :forco, he no loneer 

could expect tho laws to be binding or protective, for such 

a system of law ·wc1s no longer operative for him. 

'l1ho Phar:lseorj had a solut:i.on for th:i.s ri:roblem which 

encompflssod tho indlvJduo.l :i.n a rather unique way. '.r110y 

c1ov:i.sen [\ s:rstom of l:n1 which :Lnvolved tho nJ:-:i.nc:Lplo o.f 

Hnlnchah. 11 00.Instead of surrounding the ind:ividual with 

the lmrn of c1 ~3J.nglo city or country, thoy hacl the :l..nd:l.viduaJ 



surround tho 1uvrs .. 111+6' 1rhi s :::~y-::itom of lnw prov:i.dcd the 

ind:tv:l.duaT with an "Internal I;aw 11 , ...... a law ttnt ho carried 

wJth:i.n h:!.m, rather; thnn a J.m,r ivh:Lch was extornaJ to hime 

Ho could now cnrry thts system of law Hi.th him wherever 

he ·wont·,. roc;ardlos1j of how far ho would jm;i_rnoy- from the 

city of his c:i .. tizenry •. With this system of law· he could 

go anywhere and st fl I be f t.d. thful to i. t <II 

'.rhe giver of this law uas Gode He wan alvrays vdth 

the i.ndj_v:Ldual wherever he wa.s, v-rhether ho was :Ln Jerusnlem 

or Rome or evon on th(~ open hir;hway .. 

He was always watching with discernine aye 
the individual's fidelity to tho laws, keepihg 
an exhaust:l. ve record of his evory thought and 
deed, and calculating the ultimate d:i.str:i.but:lon 
of :rm•m.rd and puni.shment~ God's jur,ti.ce was 
tho application of measurement to ma~'s mode of 
life, thEJ estabJ.:i.shmont of a set of stnndc1rds; 
Go~lrs_mercyi the_ tomper~ng ?f tl1:0:

7 
q1.rnnt:Lto.tive 

principle with the qual1tat1vao+7 

All who accepted the concept of 11 I11tori:rnl Lawtt were 

llinkod together 1.n a bond of brotherhood and :fellowsh:lp., 

The center for affirming this steadfast loynlty was the 

Syno.goguo, an :Lnstitut1on croo.tE-icl by tho Phc:ir:i.seos .. The 

inst1 tuti.on of the nyn~e;oe;uo, once croci ted, ::iproad rapi.dly 

th:r.ouehout PaJ.ostine, oven to c:i.ti0s :ln the d51.:1sporn,. In 

cont:rl:l st to the Temp lo, wh:i.ch was loca ten. j_tJ. .J 0rusalom 

unt:l.J. :Lts fnll. :i..n the year 70, it wa~, neither l:Lmitoc1 to 

a specific city nor was it dedicated to a sacrificial cultw 

'.11he syn1.:1 s;oc;uo was rather a decentrB.l:L zed ga tb.Oj:':1.ng '1:Jhore 

ench j_ndivi .. ch:wl could go 8.nd commurdca.te with God in priwite., 

In tl'rn syrl8gor;uo ho could renew hts 811.egj.ance to the· 
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11 Ir1tGrnal Law'', alone w:Lth ctll of hit~ co-rol:i.gionists ana 

fellow citizens. 

The synap:oguo, :l.n unde:r-wr:L ting an unmocUn ted 
relationship between tho single soul ano the 
s:Lngle God., be cnme the PATRIA, tho co.ncro te sy:mbo l 
of one I s comrni tmont to D.n :tnterna tj_zod con.st:L tu ti.on 
trm1ffcend:i.ng spatial boundari0 s., God, ano. not 
a f:lxed tEim·nle, P@d become the MAKOM, the Plac·e, 
the All Presento ~ 

Josephus aff:Lrms the strength of tb.ese :LntornalJ.zed 

laws when he spe8ks of the loyalty vfh:Lch these lai!'lS evoked 

amonB the people~ 

Robbed though we be of wealth, of c:lties, of 
all good things, ou.r Lc:rw at least remains :lrnmortnl; 
and there is not a Jew, so distant from his country, 
so much 1:n awe of a cruol defKot, but }1.an· more 
fear of the Law than of him.fJ 

2~his then was the appeal of tho Jm,rish L::rwo Itts 

Jewiih adherents, as ~~11 as many outside of tho Jewish 

faith, came to lovo and revere those laws because of their 

appoc1.l to the indj_vidual. So great was th.j_s appeal, :Ln 

fact, that most Jaws were willing to lay down their lives 

for these laws and fo:r the God who gave these laws, rather 

than see their horj_taga consum0d by paganj_sm .. 

B • - ... J O.:YLJ.JlU L!a 11. .gJJ.Q, ~ J 0.N..i~'h .Qilll 

In the year 26 ,. Pontius Pilato, having been sent by 

T:t ber:Lus to be the procurator fbr Juda ea, introduced :i.nto 

the cj_ty of Jerusalem the eff:i.gies of Gcrnsar wl:d .. ch we:rc· 

attached to standards. This proceeding aroused immense 

excitement among the Jewsr becrruso they felt that their 

lavrs were be:lng made a moclrnry of, since those laws 

I 
I 
I 

' 



prohib:i. ted the orect1on of images 1n the city. When tbe 

Jews came before Pilate to complain, he had his armed soldiers 
- I 

surround them. Then h~ proclaimed to the surrmrnded Jews that 

if thsy refused to accept these imagos of Caesar intcr their 

midst h0 ·would lJ.aV(3 them cut dmm. "Thereupon the Jews, 

as by concerted action, flung themselves in a body on the 

ground, extended their necks·, nnd e:x:cla :i.mod that they ·were 
!r('J ready rather to dJ.q than to transgress the Urw. u:, · Touched 

by thej.r intense relig:tous zeal, Pilate gave orders :for the 

immediate removal of the standards from Jerusalem. 

In h:ts Co.JJ.tJ:.Q. .fu2lQ.n.GJn, J"osephus spoaks of the reverence 

which tho Jews have for their scriptures. 

e •• It is an instinct with every Jew~ from the day 
of his birth, to regard them as the docrees of 
God, to ab:i.do 'by them, and, :i.f need be, cheerfully 
to die for them. Time and again ere now the sigh~ 
has b~en witnBssed of prisonBrs enduring tortures 
and death in every form in thB theatresr rather 
than utter a s:Lngie. ·word aga:l.nst the Laws and the 
allied doc1,1ment rr •. ?1: 

In contrast to this reverence o:f the Jews, Josephus p:r.ocBeds 

to tell his read0rs about the Groeks, ,-rho· apparently are 

montioned to re pre s·ent a 11 other peoyile s. v\lha t G:reek would 

endure a::i much for the same cause? rnven to so.v0 tho ont:i.re 

collection of h:i.s nationts wr:1.tings from destruction, a Greek 

would not face the sm8llest possj_b:l.lity of sustaining 

Por ~on"] 1n1·t1 r,r 52 · 
" ._;::i , .. u - ►· .. - ... t) A., t/ 01 

It is obvious from the above quotations that tho reverence 

,fhich the J"ews of the first century had for their laws wns 

so groat and so sincere, that rather than give up their 
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religious heritago they would rather zive up their livos. 

rn,, • • ' t • f · 1 • :i J 1 "" ! t 1 t· ,Lo.is 1s CJlU ·e a sacr:1.:: J.cG vrrnn ·we cons:Lo.er cno 1ac·~ na 
( 

other rwt:tons were not so dodicntoc1;- for they would not 

even face tho smallest of personal injuries for the snko 

of their religiono If I were to conjecture the reason for 

this Jewi.r;h piety, I vrould say tha:1:; j_t w·as pro1x1bly greetly 

influenced by their concept of Godo-

Josephus descrlbes the God of the Jows from a philosoph-

ical standpoint, when he statos: 

•r110 un1verso is in God~.r1· hands; perfect a.nd hlesEwd, 
self-suffic:i.ng and su:f'f:l.c:tng for all. He :i.s tho 
beg:i_nni.nc, tho mtddle, and. the end of all th:l..ngs & 

By Hts vrork.s and bount:i.os He is pln:Lnly frn::3n, 
:Lndeod more mantfest than our:;ht elrie; but His form 
and magnitude surpass our powers of doscription. rJ .,. . . J C! 1, 1 '• _, c• ·t· lv "l <'1 ·f .• .,. ·t 1 -1~·. - 'l .Q ma uOrJ.? -~, r,lO.J0VCr CO;;, ,. ", 

1 
er~ _ .L. u O n.a 1.G. D.L 

:l.nw.go of His; no art has slcLJ_ to concoivo and 
represent it~ ~ho Like of Him we havo never seen, 
we do not imagine, and it is impious to conjectureo 
We behold His works: ~~ho light, the henvcn, the 
earth, tho sun, the wa tors, the r<:-Jproductivo 
craatures, the sprouting crops. These God crented, 
n?t with __ har.1.ds, not i,,,fi~h.}oi~._, n~t.::i:,h 8.S,':r:~stm:1t's 
of Whom Ho hnd no need, JJ.o w.1. ll0d J. I:; ,)o, ano. . 
forthwith they were mc1do :Ln. a 11 their beauty.. H:tm 
must we vrorship by the prnctico of v:i.rtne; for 

5
th,c1t 

is the most saintly mcJ.nhor of worshippins God$ 3 

vH th such a God concept--thc-:l ono and a 11-poworful 

Gbd--it is not very difficult to soe how devoted a people 

could be & For vihen a people haV<:J mnny gods, a true n.llog-­

fnnce- cannot be expected of them. Thc3 G:ree.k.s, for instc:mcc 

••• :represent their gods to be as rn~nArous as they 
choose, horn of one another and engendered in all 
me.nner of '-'rays. ',T.111.0:7 assign thorn cU:fferont 
loca11t:Los and hnbtts, like enj_rno.l ropecios, some 
l ·' ·• rt 1 r ~ .,. ' '· 1 ·'· ·h n c • ,.., tl· - " . ·!- 1 

!"' 1 d "' t .. J.VJ.Il 0 1.,,,C1C.ri3l0e,1TIC., Ou .,.r,., JJ., 10 •. ,OD, ,1L 0 ... G • .,, 

of a11 botng cb.o.:i.ned tn 11 c1rtc1rus. '.L1ho:-:rn to 1.fhom 
they have c:11.lottod h0ave::in hnve set ovo:r. them onG 
, 1 • "' 1' ' • 1" l ] v F th b "t ·' · ~ ,, ·1 i .L v ~ t ,r 'q f Ui'.1.O J.,) .. 10TI1J..lc1 ... ,, El,, or, .U .L11 ,rc~, .... t,,_. d u J',cJl., 
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1 ·-1 · c• t • 1• ·I ·t1 ·'·1 · ,... ·, 1 t t1,1 ·, t· 'h • c• lT
0 f' · 1 l 1· n t"J "' E\DC CO.,pO , J.. n v10 re,.01,.... ,L .. c .. J.~, .. L .. C 1"L1C .lr~ 1.~,r 

and tho clnughtor, ·whom he ho13ot f:rom his own head, 
consplre 1=113ninst him, to 8.rront nnd imrlr:i.son 11.ir1, 
,iust as ho h:i.m:Jolf hac1 trdated bis own. fnthcr.,:7 f· 

With th:i..s type of God concept, :i.t :ts not hard to u11dnrstancJ. 

·why thn Greok~1 could have so little re~1pect for their 1aws6 

But let us not th:Lnk that tho Greolrn woro the only ones w1'·1.o 

had snch a God conce~)t, for [\11 of the pagan poopl8s who 

lived during the first century looked upon the dioty 

beine composed of many godD~ 

So it was, that the Jews of the first century werrr 

dedicated to the observance of their laws--at any cost to 

their porsonal being. Their love of God nnd the appeal of 

the Pha:risaic concept of 11Intt1rnal Lc:rw 11 did more to foster 

this allegiance than any other single occurance. 

Now that we havo compared the Law of tho Jews and 

that of the pagans, as to their effect upon their followers, 

:Lt would be ,-roll to m:nmino thfl effect ·wh1.ch theso lnwr::i had 

upon the evoryday 1:tfe of :i.ts adherents. This I u:i.11 cover 

in the following chapter~ 



CHAPTgR IV 

~r11r~ p AH111cuLARs .QE . .r1~1!.1@n Jil\J!. 

DURING TUE: Ii'IH~3T crm~~URY 

1!hough constantly undo:r the wo. tchful eyo of tho Romo.n 

pro cur a tor, and the Roman legions, the Jm,rn· ·who lived i:h. 

Palestino during the first century wore able to practice 

their Jucto.1srn with very l:t ttle int·erforonco from tho Roman 

government., Wr1atovor other problems the p-001110 had with the 

Roman occupation, tb~y very rarely had problems ~iliich 

involved their da:Lly lives c:-is ~fm,rn. 'rhey were perm:ltte-d 

to observe their fBstivals, their practice of abstaining 

from work on the Sabbath was rospnctod, they continued to 

offer sac~ifices at the Temple in Jerusalem until its 

destruction 1n the year 70, and they 1.-rere permitted to 

Offer prayers to thoir God in the tradition of their 

forefathers. 

Jorrnphus, oither bocnus0 certain festi vols pla?od no 

major role in tho ovonts he chose to write about, or, becauso 

cerb:d.n fost:i.vals pl,0.y0d no majo1:1 role in the l:L:t'o o:f the 

.Tev.rs who lived durine tho first centt1.ry, neclocts to menti.on 

certn1n :festivals ,,ihich wo would cons:Lder to be important 

today., In fnct, Josephus only records for us the obsorvnnce 

of f:i. vc fe r~t:i.vn ls: Pct s:-:.;over, Pentecost, the li'ea st of 

( 27) 
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Tnb'EJ1'.'naclos, ChDnulrnh, and Purim. Aside from the;-;o, I could 

find no mention. 

Passover appears to have had the same significance for 

the Jews of the first century as it has for us today. It 
"'r;' 

was celebrated on tho fourteenth of tho month of Xa:ntbJ.cus,5:> 

. 1)6 at vrhich time it 1.ra s tho custom to serve unlf'Javened bread. -

On, this occasion, people from the countryside would journey 

from the small townr, an.cl villages to J eru[rn.lem, for this was 

one of tho fest:Lvo.1.s57 at which time sacrLfices were offered 

at the Temple. 5E3 

~~he festi v,,.1 of Pentacost, accord:lng to--· J'osephus, 

11 
... 0.occurs scvon ·weeks after f?assovei}' and takes its 

name from tho number of intervening days•:59 AJthough nothinc 

more is noted by Josep~1s concerning this festival, it is 

apparm1t the t the dat:t.hg of th:i. s fe-st:Lva 1 v.ra s done in the 

same manner as we ourselves date j_t;: that :Ls, seven ·weoks 

from Passover. We do ln1o·w, ho1:rcver,. that the festiv[~l of 

Pentacost was also an occasion for offori.ng up sacrifj_ces 

in tho Temple, and that all those who were c1ble, gatl10rod 

in Jerusalem at this time, just as they did for the festival 
(3'.(f of Pasfrnvor ... 

T'l-10 F'ea s·•1·• f T b 1 1-1 t·r. • d .,,. th 'ficY•, • u o·: n ernac es was \,1.e -11.J.r. o.c. - .e . 1.1-gr:1.m 

Fost:Lvals" •. Josephus describos to us the advm:we of the 

Homan general Gesti11s with his ontire army from the c:i.ty 

of Ant:lpatris to Lydda, in 66 A.D. 11From Antipat·ris, Cost:i.l'.1.S 

advanced to Lydda and found tho d. ty deserted, for th(1 who lo 

populotion had gone up to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
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Taberna cl.es" 11611 Be 0 ~LdO" o·ff~0r~•tv1° snnr:i'f~tce t Gd d . ~), . _,., .• • .Lb , c... 1~ ••••• • fJ O O ' UrJ..11g 

this fost:Lvo.l, J"orJephus reJ.ntes to us, that :Lt was, a:i.so 
I 

the custom for tl1e Jews to build tn berna cl.as to God .,62 

'The t·wo rern.a in inc fa sti va ls are spoken of quite br:i.efly, 

by Josephus.. In de f;crib:Lng tb.o fE-rntj.wi 1 of Chfmukah, J"osephus 

morelY denotes its existence~ 

And from thc1t time to the presont ·we observe thj_s 
festival, wh:Lch we call the fostivnl of Lights, 
giving name to it, I think, from the :fa ct thc1:t the 
right to worship appeared _to us at a time ~~1on wa 
hardly dnrecl hope for :tt.63 

'I'he samff is truo 2lso of the festival of Purim& In 

fact, in his cle scr:lption of' the events ·which broucht rJbout 

the fe r;ti val, Josephus chooses to ca 11 the fe stj_ va 1 by :Lt's 

Greek name,. Phruraioi ,.611- which is a trc1nsli terat:i.on r just 1:1 s­

we say Purj_m- in Engl:i.sh.. As:1.de from this, Josephus montions 

nothing more ~oncerning this fostivalr 

Those then were the fest:Lvals 1ih:i.ch apparently had 

soma st.gnific::mce for the Jews who lived in PH le st:Lne clur:i.ne; 

the f:Lrst centuryr It is obvious, however, that only the 

three ttptle;r:i.m I-l'estivals 11
, mentioned above, were of any 

reol s:i..gnificonce, for :i.t was at these times th2t the pErnpla 

were brought togothor to Jerusalem to celebrtrlie· tho :fo,stivr.:ils., 

Also, I co11ld find no ev:tdenco in Josephus that the so :f o sti.vals 

wera :Ln any way disrupted becnuse of the Homan occu:pG.tiono 

The Se.blJcith WDS obv:Lously tb.e most j_nporttlnt day of 

the weal: for the Palestj_nian ~r mvs '\-•rho J:i.vad. during the 

first century@, It '\"m.s cloorly n dny of rest, clur:l.nc; ,rh:i.ch 
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t:Lme no manner of' ·work was done •. In h:i..s Contrp .t\vlo:neJ.n, 

J osopb:trn dcrncr:i.bc s to us tho ricl.:Lculo with ·which tho historian 
( 

Agatharcides describod the Sabbath day. Even so, tho descrip-

tion of the f3abba th vrorship by Aga tharci..do s :ls very onli[s'htoning, 

for it allows us to observe the m8.nner in viM.ch tne J·ows of 

this period preserved the Sabbath day--to keep it holy. 

The people kno\,m 8.S Jaws ••• hctve cl custom of c1b:TtE1:i.ning 
from work OY':'7'.:':r ::mvonth day; on those occnsiorw th(-3Y 
neither bear·arms nor take any E!gricultural operations 
fn hand,. nor enc;ace in any other form of pub1:Lc service, 
Nit pray ~ith outstretched hands in the temples until 
evon1ng •. 65 

AgathDrd.derJ apparently f1J:i.locJ. to qual:t.fy one po:Lnt, 

however, and that :i..s tho matter of beartne nrms. In h:i.s 

Antiqu:Ltios, Jo,sephus sta.tos thnt 11 ••• the Lffw permits us 

to defend ourselves ag<.'l:i.nst thos·o \-rho 1:lBgin a battle and 

st:riko us, but it doc i:1 not allovr U:3 to f:Le;ht a Ga i.nst an enE'lmy 

tll(" .. t c'l r'o O nnytl1 J. n(f' 0 J '"'G·"' 66 CJ.. .,.J. • '"-' C\ • ' ..l- ►-• b ~a}...) .) 

In genoral, tho S8bbo.th day was respected by the Homan 

When J"ohn of G:i.schala impo~:;od upon the Roman 

general, Titus, in 67 AD, to postpone his attack 111;011 

Gischnla unt:i.l after the So.bb2th dEiy,, 1:itus ngreocl and 

renovecl hi.insolf from th.A Bron surround:i.ne tho city .. 67 

Hm-rover, the Jews themselves wore very often not qT1.i·tto SO' 

honorublo& For example, in 66 AD, tho Jaws of Jerusnlom 

massacred. a Homan garr:lso:n., soorn.ingly :i.gnor:Lng tht~ fttct that 

it wo.s the Sabbath day. 68 

It :i.s very po~;s:Lblo that oven o.t th:1.s onrly dato tho 

'.L1oro.h \•m~; road on tho S3bbo.th day, thouc;h JoscJ.)hus novo:r. 

snys so :i.n :-JO nmny ·words. ·whn t bo doo s ::;ay, howovor, :Ls 
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that ''@•oovery weak men should desert their othBr occupations 

nnd as:rnrnbln to listen to tho Lawo ••• 11 69 
( 

I vrould as su:rne 

from this, sines roforonce is mnde to deserting other 

occurla t:Lons, that ~rosephus :i. s roforring to the Sabbn th cfa;l o 

Tho S::ibba.th day was o.lso · c1 doy of assomblir1g at· the 

:.1ynagogue, 7U thour.;h the exact form of worship is not des­

cribed by Josepln1s& 

'J~hus it c3n be seem tb.at the Sabb8th wns very much 

revered by the Jews of the first century. It played~ vary 

promihent role in their very existence as Jews, and perhaps 

it was" this outlet--of practic::i.ng their rel:i.cion as they 

so chose, that enabled them to put up with the Romnn 

occupation, as long as they did~ 

1rhe Jm,rs ·who lived in Paiest:Lne during tho first 

century wore vorJ much preoccupied ,:,Ji th the pr·0tctice of 

tho:Lr religion •. ~Chroe t:Lmes c:1 year--nt Passover, Pentacost, 

and the ]roast of Tab ernacles--thosEJ Jm.,rs uould make the 

journey to Jerusalem in order to present their sanrificcs tb 

God, r.1t 1 the 1J!emple ., It was because of thoir o::~tremo piety 

and their str:i.ct observance of the Laws that bound tho 

people together :b1. the:Lr common worsh:i.p of God~ 

The concept of rrncrifid.ne: animnls WE\S not now to theso 

people. Centuries before,,. ·wh:1.lo lead:l.ng a predominantly 

agricultural exictenco, there camo into being the many 

B:i.blical laws wh:i.ch donlt with sacrifj_c:iJ1c;, not only 
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concerrrJnr, ,,jhen sucb. sa c:rJ.f~ice s should bo off ore cl,. but n lso 

how they should be offered, an~l tb.E1 poop Io adh1J:rE.1d to these 

laws, as best they ccrald. 

In his {l..ntiq_u;l t:Lss, J osc➔ phus de seribo s <'J :3oice of 

Jerusalem which had taken place in the year 65 BC. In the 

nccount he makes a S}Jecial note of telling us ;just how 

important the :Ldou of sncrif:i.c:U1.e; ctn1Jn,::ils wos, and hovr 

dodi.oated tho people were to see thnt the BiblicaT ordJ.nnncos 

were carried out. 

And one may· get an idea of the oxtromc p:.Lety wh:ich 
·we sb.ow toward God ,9.nd of our r:trict obsorvanco of 
tho laws from tho fact that durine; tho so:ige tho 
priests were not hindered from porforming any of 
the s,::icrod coremon:Los through fear, but tw:Lco a . 
day, in tho morrdng o.nd at tho n:L3:1th hour [3 p ... m_~ , 
they performed thD sacred ceremonies at tbs 
aJ.tar,. and did not om:i.t any of the sacrificos 
even vfhen soE10 d:iff:i.cul ty arose becauscJ of thcr 
attaclcs •. 7l 

'.L1he priests,: as I have ment:1.oned above, ·wore :i.h charge 

of performing the daily sacrifices. They would enter tho 

sunctuary avery morn:lnc; when tho ~rempJ.'o was· opened, and t-wic·e 

durinr; the day, in the morn:Lng and agEJ. in o t m1d-day, they 

would offer tho:Lr sncr:i.f:l.cos; and so tho ceromony vras 

cont:Lnued, until the ~~ample wns cloned at th.A end of e::i.ch day·., 

The offering of sacrifices was an occasion for prayer~ 

When tho Elnimalr; ·were sacrLf.:i.cea, the pr:losts would offer 

up prayers to God for tho v.roJ.fare of tho communj_ ty. ThEl se 

prnyors for tho comrnuni ty took precedence ovor prnyer::J for 

tho welfare of tho indiviiliial, for the people felt th~t tho 

community as .a ,,rhole wns more important than nny one ind:Lv:Lduo.1. 72 
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'.11his,. thon,.wris the da:Lly life in which the J0ws of the 

first century lived~ Though they found tho:i.:r homelan.d occupied 
( 

by psgc:111 sol'diers ,. and though t1rn Roman i:;overnment could' al\.rays· 

"be found keeptnc; a ·watchful· oye over the cit1z.enry, the poople 

lived in relative harmony with their religious heritage~ Yet, 

this would not have all been possible, if, when the Romans 

hnd conquered the land, they had de strayed the I:nst:L tut:Lons, 

for the Institutions· played a great rolo j_n lrnoping the 

Jewish religion alive and vibrant during the first century~ 

Ona of the major Jewish Institutions during this period 

of Jewish history was the organized priesthood~ According 

to Josephus, there we:i'.'o four priestly tribes, each compr:Lsing 

upwards of f:i V(3 thousand mombers, who off:i.cj_at'ed by rotation 

for a fixed period of days. ,When the term o:f one party 

anded., otlrnrs came to offer the sacr:Lfj.ces in their place .,73 

From thts notatj,.on by J·osophus ,. we loc1rn th0t one o.f tho 

roles of the priosthood was the offoring up of sacrifices to 

God upon the altar in the 'I'omple •. , 

The P:r.iosthood was made up of :i.nd:Lv:Ldual's who· 1;,rere 

set apart from the rest of the people. They were looked 

upon with reverence, and because of their particular standinc 

j_n tho Jewish community, certa:Ln th1ngs were exJH3cted of them, 

and they had. to l:l vo by strict rulos and regulEtt:i.ons.. The 

Iiheage of the priests had to be pure, and to insure this 
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purity, a momber of the priesthood, in order to marry, had 

to marry a woman of his own race. He had to investigate har 
( 

pedigree, obtain her family's geneology from the archives, 

and produce a number of wi tne ffSe s to this a.ffc ct o.'71+ Whoever 

violat~d any of these rules was forbidden to minister at the 

altar or to take any part in the divine worship. 

The priest had to l)e in perfect physical health, bocnuso 

'.Phe very slightest mutilo.tion of tbo person was 
a disqualification for the priesthood, and a 
priest who in the course of h:Ls min:Lstry met . r 

5 with such an accident was deprived of hJs of:flca .. 7 

As with o.ny otbBr eroup of individuals, the priAsts, 

too, had one of their number as their leader .. , '.I.'his was the 

high prie r::lt, whose function :Lt was to supervise and dj_rect 

the other members of the priesthood. Josep~ls seams to 

infer, how·ever, in his Cont.ra ApioneJn, that the of:fj.co of· 

high priest was not a pormanont ·office~76 

With his colleagues, he will sacri.fico to God, 
saf~•fuard tb.o laws,- adjum:i ta.' :tn ca ~e.'.s of di sputa, 
[pncLJ punish .... those convicted of La] crime. Any 
::ho· d~_:::o~ey h:~m wj.11 ~Jq the penalty as for :Lmp:1.oty 
uo·warclEl God Eh.mself,,,7 

But all was not pe1:1ce and harmony among the mm'1.bers of· 

the priotd;hood o Accordl.ng to Josephus, tb.ore must hEivo boon 

severaJ.1 high priests and there were occasionfJ for open 

quarreJJ.ng between these high p:riosts and the ordinary 

priests, who··hE\d ~ained tho support o:f the loa.deri:1 of the 

popul'ous e, When, in 59 AD, Kj_nf~ Agrippa conferred the hi1_;h 

priesthood upon a man 11E\med Ishmael, thoro w11.s n •• "onld.ndled 

mutual enmity and clo.sr) wc:i.rfaro bot·weon the high pr:Losts, on 

the one hl'lnd, and tho pr:Lo st s and lc.s\ders of tho populous of 
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Jerusalem,. on the othor ~,11?8 ~:he v:Lolonce ·wl1ich follo·wed 'i:m.s 

a shameful event :1.n the hi story of tho J ewif1h prio sthooc1 ® 
( 

In any cz'.\So,. it was through t'l:-10 pr:i .. ostboocl., thnt the tTevH!:l o:f 

the firs:t century wero able to cnrry on the relig5.ous herit[\go 

of their forefathers,. as recc;ards tho:i.r observance of the 

sacrifi.cial laws~ 

As I have already mentioned above, the place of offerihg 

up sacrifices to God was in.the Temple at Jerusalem. Tho 

~;E1mple, until its destruction :i.n tho yoc1r 70" AD, was the 

center of thB rolieiaus worship of the Jews, for it served, 

not only as the place 1;There sacr:U:ices could bo offered up· 

to ~ivo thanks to God for h:Ls many bless:t.ngr3, but Etlso as 

the place, vrhen tho J·ews hw'l t1..:rrned :ln rebellion against Rome, 

vrhoro the J'ows could c1 s ~rnmblo to d:L scU!":lS thcd.:r war strc1 tegy.,, 79 

~rhc:i Temple 

..... ha.d four surrounding courts, oach ·H:tth :i.ts 
spoc:l.al statutory re strict:l.ons. '.l1he out or conrt 
was open to all, :foro:i .. gners :Lncludedr ·worno·,1. du:ring 
their j.1n.purity woro [.\lone refused ndmission,. rro­
the second court all Jews wore admitted and when 
uncontmninc1tod by t?PY defLLomont, their. ,,rives; 
tb tho third male Jews, if clean and purified; the 
fourth, the nriests robed in their priestly 
vostmonts. The sanctuary vrc1s onterod only by the 
hiBh-priestg& clad in the raiment peculiar to 
them[rn 1.vo s ., 

No thins; of the nature of :food or dr:U1k is brought 
'' .• tl ~ .i-.·1,1 rr,,.. 7 ... • b ... l i· C':' f t·l ·1 C':' k. 1'1 7 - V - t 1T.L 1.,.n v _e . _,mp ... e , o Jc c , o o. ,cl .... , -~l- .c mad no 
oven be offered on the r\J.tar

8 
save those which ore 

preparoa for tho sc1criflcos. 1· 

But· the Ternplo :i.n ,Jerusalem w11s not thA only :1l~1co 

-vrhoro tho peoplo could go :i.n order to vmr~fh:i..p God. F:vo:n 



( 36 ) 

thoueh most of the people m□ de tho throe yAnrly pilgrimages 

to Jerusc-1lem,.E32 there were som9, ,,f!-,o for one rca:=::on or 

anothar, could not make tho journey. Dcsidos, the three 

pilgrimasos comprised only a fe~ days out of tho year, and 

tb.e poople neodcd a mec\ns by ·which to worsh:i.p God throughout 

the rest of tho year. For these reasons, thero wore also 

established throughout tho country s~1agogues or prayer­

houses. ~f.!hese were often bu:Llt outside of the tcnms and 

villages, thBt were noar rivers or the seacoast for puri-

03 fication purnoses. 0 

J·oscphus :ts quite clea.r concerni:n13 the pur:nose of the 

synnr;og-uo nnd what UflEJ vms madelof tho synagoe;UE'J building 

duri'.ng tho first century.. For in::-,tanca, the synEi goi:i;ue .must 

have been used on the Sa bbntb, :for J o,se1)hur1 states: 

~~he Jews in CaesGreo. Jj>6 AID had n synagogue 
ad;j oin:i.ng a pl'ot o:f r;round.., ••• 'l1hey wc1.nted the 
plot o:f ground which tho owner refused to sell 
to them. On tb.e :follovd.ng day, which vra s a 
Sabbath, vilien

8
fho Jews assembled 3t the 

r{yna gogue o • • • I· 

'.rhe ::1ynaeogue must have boon a very largo ed:i..fice, 

c1b1o to accomodote n large crowd, for Josephus descrtbes 

such nn assemblage of per:rnns :Ln his Y.:tta: "The na::d day 

there warJ a gonor1-)l c1s,se:imbly in tb.e P:rayor-house, c1 huge 

bu:Lld:Lng cnpo.lilr:1 of nccommoc1a ti.ng o. lnrr,8 crowd 11
• 
85 

Evon so, tho synaso~uo wns not a substitute for the 

'!1 ]... • J .. emp:.c J.n oru;.1alorn,. W'hc rcc1 ::i tho '.I: empl0 wo. s the n lac o of 

o:r:'for:i.ng up r:rncJ:•:i.f:i.ce s to God, the :::i;;rnagocuo wt1 s yrrimarily 

a placo of meotin3 •. Although the synago~uo @1st have 
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served as o. place of ,-ror;Jh:ip, s:Lnce :Lt ·1rns also cn11Gc1 a 

1wo.yor,-ho1rn0, and :it vT8 s usod 9n tt1.e Sabbath cloy, I could 

find no evidence, from tho wrj_ tings of Josephus, th::i t tho re 

exj_s ted :Ln tb.o syna r,;oguo of the :first cnntury, a "D I vt:r 11 , 

or "Holy of Holies 11
@ ~~heroforo, I m,:wt cunclude tb.nt the 

synar:oc;uo wr1;J not a i:;ubst:Ltuto :for tho 1~cmplo uorr1'hiyi that 

toolr. placo in Jerusnlom. Hovertb.el.Gf,[:, :Lt does 13oem to 

havo provided an outlot for tho ro1:i g:Lously mi:ncl.acl, ·when 

occasions arose that prohibited n pilgrimage to Jerusulorn~ 

Althougb. the :rr:i.e sts had juriscUct:Lon over the Lavrff, 

there ,JD[l, i.n adcHtion, a SUJ)rerno court :i.n Pcilestino c1ur:I.ne:; 

the first century, ,.ihich was ce.llod tho Slu~1h0drino 86 It was 

tbB supremo legislative antl judicial body of the Jowish 

stctto, o.nd its ;j11dic:i.al scs:-Jions wore ho1d in Jer11.!':io.lom,. 

'.rhoso who mncle up tho S3.nhedr:Ln ,,rero cctllec1 J'uclgc~fJ, 8'7 and 

1ts members numbered sevonty-~ono., 

Tb.El Sanhodr5.n must hnve ·wielded n c:roa t o.molu1t of power 

and pro sti.2;e, dur:i.nr; th:Ls perlod of ,J ewLsh hJ story, foJ:> 

Jos0nb11° 0 ~~te~: t- M• .. i--J •. ;Uc.. J~J 

•• ono 111[\ttar ,iho :i.t vras that coma boforn tl1:i.s, 
Sv11l1c)rlri0 0] .... ·f·oy, tr'-j•il ,.,,0 h,:;r-< c}101·.rr ''·1·i"n""o]f· 1')ll":')l,lc V ., .. , , . ..J, 4 ... , • .,c.-.. , l.~ .J .1..:.c~.J µ .. v, .. ~ J. ... ,J.t.~.J .. ~ l- ,1 1 • • , ••• 

cinc1ll:ws. nssurnod the 11mnnor .Qf one uho :i..s :fe<1r:f .. ·'ul 
''tYld ,•enl•c• ffi'-'rcy f'r0"'1 [·t·1·1em by l,c:,'··1·1·,1,,. 'b·1 •·• 1-,,-,·1 ]~ 
(. '. 1.) ,:, • ~ ~-/ . -· \.;. ~ ,-!~ • ~ ' _J.'.. ._ J • :., ',,_. 0 l.t .l.J ,l. (.) ~ 8 .L 1,) t.G. ~'- •• 

grow long o.nd vreo.rinr.; a black c;nrmont .<A 

~~ho Sonhedrin cUsoylyiourcd from th0 J'm.-rinh scone about 

thD soma timo as the destruction of the Temple, in the year 

'70 AD, novor to bt:i convorwd ngn:i.n@,. 
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dur:i.11,G tho f:i.r,st c·entttry prov:i..dod the Jows of Polc:stino 

with a supreme court which could legislate and. J.ntorp:ret 
( 

the lffvJ'S by 1:fhich tlw people were to be bound. 

For tho J·m,rs 1ih.o· lived in Palestine dur:Lng the first 

century, the :i.doE1 of death and dyJ.n&; WG s ,'.:\11 importo.nt' part 

of lifo itself. Although life and living were important to 

that most of us do today. They looked upon death in a 

philosophical vane, fully beJJ.evine that those 1tfho· l~Jd a 

ric;hteotw 11:fe here on earth, and who 1TOrE1 will:i.ng to d:Le, 

rather than to forsake the laws of their forefathers, would 

attain imm&:rtality for their soul;s.,9° It ·1:u1s this concept 

of, an afterl:i.:f.e which on2blc:d tho neople to adhere to their 

laws,. w:l.thout feo.r of Romnn rcpr:lsals. J·oso1Jb.us relates 

thl-'l t 1.•fhon corta in ,T evTS were caUGht cuttj.r1g do1!.fn tho c;olcl.f3rl 

01:11:;le, wh:i.ch Herod had erected· to hono1" Rmne, they vroro 

brought bofore Horod, and the followin~ conversation took 

place botween Ho rod nnd the- capti vo st "Who orcJered you to 

do so? 11 "Tho la-w of our fatb.ers.u "And why [are yma so 

o:x:altant, ·when you w:Lll :-3bo:r.tly bo put to death?'' nDE~cause 

aft or our death, ·wo shEt 11 or:joy gren ter fe J.ici ty .,u9i 

It vm s ono thing to di.a for the law, but it WD s .::mother 

th:i.ng to commit sutcido for that samo nurposc. Whan Josephur:r, 

J·n c.:,7· AD,., .... ~ r1r•].re.,1 ·to c•1·1rrr111c~Ol' t·o trY• Ho111~J1 O'Q"l,:-,]"...,7· Vc"'p..,c••t...,n ,..~, l_.; ~ U,1, ... (.;..-,hi,~ .J. . )J -'I.,,,\.,.•,~· L .J •• ,.\"J • ,C..,,, t.J J,\"J •. C...l-- 1.J- (...\"..) ► (.\ ,. ' 

those J ows who ·were around J o.<rnphus tolcJ h:i.m th8 t i.t vrould be· 

better to commit suicide than to c;:Lve h:i.msolf up, ;ro.sophus 
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turnod to bj_fJ comymtriots· w:lth scorn and sni.d: 11TTo;- su:Lc1..do 

Ls alilrn repugnant to tb.at· nature wh:Lch a11 creoture~.l sh:::iro, 
( 

and an act of :Lmp:Lcty tmmrds God who croo. tod us. t192 In the 

oc1mo vane,. Josephu:::; sl.1.ores with his rea.ders the v:i.c-w that 

life is a gift of God. 

And God---think you not tb.at He :ls indignant 
when man t:r.·eatri His Gi.ft ·with scorn? For :l.t :Ls 
from Him that wo h[IVO reco1ved m:i.r being, and it 
is to Him that we should leave the decisj.on to 
take it away@93 

When a Jow passed away corta:i.n rites wero cc1rri0d out 

by those who ·were left behind, much JjJrn tho rites \-fh:Lch nro 

CC\rriE:icJ. on today. Josephus do scribes severa 1 such r:Lte s., 

When HE.1rod died in l~. BC, his son Archelaus kept seven clays 

of mourning for him@ 9l+ Whon the cl ty of Joppo. hc1.d fallen to 

the Romans i.n 67 AD, most everyone thoue;ht that J·osephus ·wan· 

among the fallen, and tb.e ·whole populous of the c:L ty of' 

,T orusa lam mourned for h:Lm. 11 '.rrrns for th:i.rty days the 

lbmentations never ceased in the city, and many of the mourners 

9~­hired flute players to accomp.nny their funcr1:c1l d:i.rgo s., 11 ·::, 

The actual funeral ceremony ~ms carried out by the 

noo.rost of kin, but all could shnro 1.n tho mourning. 

Tho p:l.ous r:L to s wld.ch [thE3 lm-0 provides for the 
doad do not consi Elt of costly obsequies or tb.e 
erection of conspicuous monuments. The funeral 
ceremony :Ls to be unc1ertalrnn by the nenrost rel2tives, 
and D.11 who pGss Tih:Lle a bu:d.al is proceeding rn.u,st 
jbin the procession and share the mourning of the 
fDm:lly. A:fter tho.funeral the house and its :i.hmates 
must be rmri.fied [i.n order that anyone cuilty of 

9
r., 

murder may bo very far from thinld.ng himself pur~. ? 

The 1:i.fo of the Jmrs ·who 1:Lvod i.n Palost:i.no dnrj_hg tho 



( )1,,0· ) 

first century was a r;ood life, consj_dering tho fact that 

their country was an occU}J:Led 9ountry. Thoy ·were a. peO}Jla 

whorrn E;.x:i.stenee :rovolvod ,:'\round their rclig:i.ous hnritago,, 

Thny lived and died trying to obsorv0 th~so Laws as best 

tb.ey could, and regardloss of the c3.dvcrsities which entered 

into their l:Lves, thoy vrero not usually dj_ssuadod from 

their loyalty to God. 



CHAPTER V 

I have ent:l.tled tb.:i.s last chapter "Some Conclusions" 

because I do not feeT thrit any one conclus:1.on con be roc:c,ched 

concerning the quest:Lon 1;'1hich I raised in the first chnpter 

f t1 . l . 1 t 11WHAT WAS TIIEHE AT30U'.11 o·: ''.:J.J..s t··1.es1s; t1a· question being: .1. 

r1:HE HELIGION GALL:em JUDAISM, DURING nm FIHS'l1 CEM:URY OF 

THE COMMON :rrnA' WHICH ENABLED ITS FOLLOvmrw r:eo SUHVIVE AS 

A RELIGION, :U:V.F:N THOUGH MANY PEOPLE WTDim TUHNIJ\JG TO THI~ 

NEW CHRIS'.l'IAN HE:LIGION? 11 

0 l . h ' 1,-, I 'h 'I ~ • t't,-, -t 1 · ·t : no cone .us1.on 'l.;! 1cu ave roa cGect, is un cl1 .. r.. ng 

the first· century, Je-wi.sh Ln:w vras such that it l'lB.s capable 

of energizing its followers to loyalty. It provided thB 

peO}Jle with a reason for existence, and when occas1ons arose, 

which made lt a:i;ipear to tho people that th:l.s was indeed 

Juctaism 1·s dnrkest hour, the La·w helpBd to enB.hle the people 

to survivo, so tbnt they wero able to come through tho 

calamity with tho smallest of scars. 

The Lm,r was all encompnssi:ng. It ·we1s tb0 word of God 

given to Moses on Mount Sinai and transmitted to the genera­

tj.ons which followed by the &;rent and learned mon ,;,rha ltved 

in each generation. The people bolievod that he 0ho obsorvod 

tho Law vms dest:i.ned to receJ.ve the 1.ri.ft of a renewed Erxistence­

from Godo The Law provided the people with a sense of security 

--that God carad enouch about them to make His revealed word 
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knm·m. to thorn, c:tnd to them alone. And this thought leads 

me to another conclusion, pe:rhmps ovon more r:.d.e;n1f1can-U­

than tlw first •. 

Judai.sm wo.s o. rel'i13ion witr.1 vih:i.ch the ind:1.vidual 

could idont:Lfy, for God I s ·word W.9.S revealed not merely to· 

the masses as a ~hole, ~1t to eoch individual, and the 

observance of Godrs Law wa~ the responsibility of each 

:Lnc-Uvidual. Every Jew came to feel that God had ;revGnlad 

Hi~ Law to h~n alono, and that God cared abm1t his vory 

exiwtence, and never would l0avo him to venture out into 

the world alone. Because of this, tho people folt socure~ 

They paid their alleeiance to God by obeyinc Bis Law~ 

The Jewish Law offered something else to its adherents 

---a concept, whi.ch no othor rnl:Lgion, prior to the firnt 

century,. could offer its people--thc concGpt of an 11 Intor'1nl 

Law". Instoad of a law wh:lch surrounded tho people, this wo.s 

a la·w that ·w8s surrounded ~2'. the peoploo ~P.he Jew of the flrrr·t 

centt1.ry carri.ed the LE\w ·w:tth h:trn, wherovor he wont, rogardlos!J 

of hov: far he would j ournoy from tho city o:f h:i. f; ci tizcnry ~ 

With this :Jystem of lGivr he could go anyvrhero and st:i.11 bo 

fDi thful to it. It \1[\ s perhaps thi.s idea, more than any other 

s:i.ngle ides, wb.:Lch on,Jblod the Jews, livinr; outside of ttw 

land of Palestine, to remain faith~1l to tho reliGinn of 

their forefathers. 

Pae;oni.nm dicl. not offor to its follo~..-rcrs nn "'Tntorn.nl 

Lm-r"; but rc1thor, an "E::::torn..al Lm'7'1 .. O:nco tho pEtcans loft 

thoir country, those external laws wore no longer hindinc. 
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Tho Romon gods were tho gods of Rome, and thoueh thoy were 

given powors beyond that of mo~tal men, they did not govern 

tho \•mys of rnan. Ronvc1n l:nrs were bindin.g upon Hom:::m 

. t. ci -1.zens, but they were not the laws of tho eods; r:::1thcr, 

they wero the lo:ws of rnan. Orn~e the Homan ci t:lz-on left h:ls 

native land he Wc1 s no lone;o:r bound by tho so laws, and wo. s 

therefore :::1 froc-agont •. 

Many peopJ~ have expressed th~ thought, that the reason 

Christianity ~ras Dblo to eain such a stronghold within tho 

Roman empire was bec,rnso "tho world Has r:Lpe for a now 

rel:Lc:j.on 11
• Whatover the renso.n, tho f:Lrst _century u~.tncssed 

t'ho bog:L!1:nJ.ngs of ·what ifJ today the roJic;1on of m:!.ll:i.ons of 

pe oplo throuehout both the Ea :~;tern and Wo ,storn IIcm:i. sl'.)lwro r::: $ 

I nm of the opinion thnt tho renson thc1t Chri.stj __ rrn:tty ·wns 

ablo to flourish as it cUd durin:-~ the f:Lrst century wns be-· 

cause Christianity was offering to tho pagan pooploA of 

then civ:U.:L:-,,od vrorlcl, a nau co!1ci::1pt of :relj_c;:Lon, 11h:i.ch 

pagm-1.isrn ,.ru:-1 not o.ble to o:P.fcr. 

.. L'I l.,;10 

r:r-i.10 Jews ,:rho lived i.n Pnlestine durinc: t}10 f:i.r~it 

century did not flock to the now Christian religion as tho 

pEt 6m1s cUd. rrhoy had no need tol For Judaism wns alroady 

prov:i.d:Lnc; :Lts c.1dhorontr:1 with all that wat, noccssar:r C:\S :Cc:1r 

""' ·1:;··1...,t:11·,,, ro-1··1w'lo1.:1" J1.0·0d" ,,re'1""0) COJ"'CGJ"l'"'oc·1· tl1c)"O r,n,,,c'l" ·11°,rlnP' C-<11s,) .L\) ... l "···•·•1...J~L- 1:..J ·- "'-',. ~•4 .,, •• L ••. .Li., :l.~1--J .... ..,.,~,;.,.,) _,C{\;.,, • ., .• Ll 

b "1 1 . Cl• • con provJcoc since 01na1. 'th.is, then, :Ls 1ih~;r, the rolig1on 

callocl J·u<.JoJ.mn un;:., Dblo to rrurvive, thouc;h 11wn:r of the p::ig:xn 

peoples ·woro turntne to tl"w now ChrJ.st:i.nn rcl:1.e;:1.on. '.rhtf;, 



did not rush en masse to join this new relieion. For t~y 

rcpTo.co what :ls known and sel:fisnti.s:fylng ·with thr.:it ·which 

could offer the pcorJle no more them ,:-rhnt they already l1ad .. 
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