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Digest 

The final decades leading up to the twentieth centuty wete witne·ss to 

major transitions in social, religious and political life in America. The Jewish 

community of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was a major center of activity 

during these years. In 1887, members of Philadelphia's traditional Jewish 

elit~ organized and published the first issue of the, Jewish Exponent. With 

this initial edition of the newspaper, the Philadelphia Jewish community had a 

forum in which to publish its opinions, about concerns facing their city and 

their way of life. 

The major effort of this thesis was a two -year project to· create a 

computerized database index of the extant articles in the first twelve and a 

balf years of the printing oftheJewish Exponent. To the author~s knowledge, 

no such index existed prior to this one. The primary function of the database 

inde~ is to facilitate the researching of articles contained in the Exponent. It 

can be used to conduct a wide variety of searches which will retrieve articles 

related to the search criteria. 

The opening chapter offers an -overview of Jewish life in Philadelphia, 

introduces the influential leaders in the community, and outlines the 

importance of the Jewish Exponent. Significant factors influencing the 

J · h ,,T1n-1·:uru·ty of Philadelphia are also discussed. 
eW}S. CO.ua.u.1. 



Chapters two and three represent efforts to illustrate the application .of 

the computerized index. In chapter two I have :focllsed attention. on the issues 

and concerns related to the development of the Reform Movement and the 

impact which it had on the traditional Jewish community of Philadelphia. 

Using the database as the primary source of data collectionl I was able to 

demonstrate how easy jt is to find articles which met a very specific set of 

search requirements. In this chapt~r, I was able to find every databas·e entry 

related to Reform Judaism, as, well as: articles which related to the. specific 

organizations and institutions of the Reform Movement. After .gathering the 

articles which satisfied the search request, it was then possible to further 

manipulate the entries retrieved to examine trends, concerns, frequency of 

authorship and general community opinion. 

Chapter three functioned .simi1arly as chapter two, in that its main goal 

was to demonstrate the utility of the database search inde-x, The focus of the 

information collected for this chapter related to issues and concerns regarding 

immigrants, immigration and the· associatioBs and organizations established 

for the purpose of assisting those arriving to Philadelphia. 

Numerous appendices have been included with this thesis to provide 

examples of possible search routines. The computerized database has also 

been included for use on an IBM compatible computer system. 
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ClHt·pter 1: Introdu~tion 

On A.pril 15, l887, the Jewish community ofPhiladelphfa .. was· 

introduced to .a new weekly Jewish newspaper,1 Toe Je1;,.i.sh Exponent was, 

for a time.~ se,en as just another newspaper co~g to a city, which had seen. 

other Jewish weeklies .come.and go. Prior to the E:xpane.nt s publication, the

leading Jewish paper in the city was Isaac Le.eser"s Occident and Am.eri¢fln' 

Jew.tsh Aavocate.2 Le.esei's paper was published monthly for twenty-five 

years (ope year as a weekly) and w.as dedicatetl to defending Judaism and the · 

J ew·S. After Leeser?.•s death in 1868, Mayer S.ulzber,er edited the:, Oc.cident 

for ,one year.. The Occ(dent's :tfuaI edition was printed in. Mar-ch, I &69. 3 The. 

Expanent,, hewe.ver, w~ determined to be different-·and to endut:e. Soit has 

fo_r neatly 11 O ye.ars .. 

The Jewish Exponent was viewed by local busin~ssmen, merchai}ts @:tld 

the young. editorial staff-as· an opportunity to bring Jewish life into the 

n;J'aiostream;. as E~gµsh had become the· langnage of,.the American pre$s·>· the 

Exponent ·would ·help to•diss:ernJnate information about the Jewis.h commtmicy 

to ·both the core JewiSh populatlt>,n who ·.suhscribe'd to the-newspaper as well 

t J .. h b nent l:J (April l.S,'1887..)__ , . . . " . • . . . . . . ~~-·- . '/JO ~.. • ·,.rt:i- Jtws oj.P/iiladelphuz (Pbih1de.lphia. The Levytype C.O, 1'894), p. 196. 
tHenry SamuelMora1s,.rne . . 
3 Ibid .. 
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· a~ the g¢netal public, interested in such eostnop-oli~ ·affairs. With. the help of 

·a ·new generation. of editors and financiers:, this 'English-l~.guage Jewish 
. -

weekly, would endeavor t0 •succeed -as· the next influential voice of the 

A.merlc;,.a:n ... Jewish public. In~much ~s the-Jewish Exponent was owned 

neither by a· pri~cite, company, or-any ·,singl:e .entity, a stock ,company was 
• :i; "' ' 

formed at the Mercantile Club on April 12, 1887,-with 43 ·of Philadelpbia~s 

most prominent Jews swearing their financial s:upport. 4 Among these were 

names familiar to anyone; versed. in Philadelphia! s Jewish 'history: Benjamin. 

Teller, a real estate brok-er~ was named president;_ Simon Muhr, a jewelry 

·plant own et,. was tr¢a:surer. Additional supporl for the .paper was received 

from such notables as Moses A: Dropsi:e~ William B. Hackenberg, Lo.ti.is E. 

Levy and Mayer .Sulzberger .. 5 Those dir.e.ctly responsible for the papef' s 

content were Henry S. Morais (Editor l887-li98)', 'Chatl6s. Ho~an (Editor 

1'887-1'907).and Melvin G. Wittstock {Editor 1887-1898). Nath~_Billstein 

Wa.$ appointed to keep the board ofstackholders appris:ed of the aetiviti~s of 

.the. editorial staff and serv~d from 1887 to 1900, when he was replaced by 

. ·6 
Mr.Felix N. ··Gerson who .setwd until 1944! 

"· . ,. . . . Ce t nnial Edition, 1987, p. 14. 
1

JeWl~'1 Exp,<,_ne!(I :· ~ ~The1'ews ofPliilade.lphia (Pbiladeij,bia: The LevytY.pe'Co, 1894), p. 197 ... 
,Henry Samuel Moms. ... "'-~: . . . 1987 p i.o. 

6.je:wi,sh ExP<Jnen1 Ceptenrual ~u.on.. . , . ' ... 
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The first issue of the Jewish Exponent~ ·aj.oumal, .as was proclaimed in 

the-onWl}al prospectus, ''de~oted'to the interests· of the Jewish people/, 

consisted of 14 p.ages.1 .fu ·its:packed'-columnswer:e advertisements 

promoting the. products ana .services of the major shareholders~. ·sennons of 

the local rabbis~ news of foreign, -and .national events, descriptions of the: 

activities of the·- city1s six major synagogues and information about the gMeral 

Jewish eommunity of Philadelphia. 

Thanks to the numero,1s outstanding, contributors, the;.Jewish Exponent 

quickly beeame well ·known .and widely read. Those who, received .this paper 

.availed themselves of the opinions and commentaries of such notable fignres 

as Cyrus Adler, Solomon Solis-Cohen, Mayer Sulzberger ·and Moses A, 

Dropsie~ These four represent th'e character .of the majority of the 

n,wspapet"s.·contobtitors:. Botb S.olomon Solis.-Cohen (1848..:1854) and 

Moses. A. Dr0psie ,(l,8.62 .. 1870) served as presidents of the Phil;Jdelpbia 

Hebrew Edu¢ation Society.. Mayer Sulzberger, SQlomon Solis--Cohen and 

Cyrus Adler held teaching. posts with the Stlciety as well. 
8 

Adding to their 

·dibill.' '.'h:, ota·'b·•e· fi' antPS all four were consistently.·involved inar~a:s-of ere . . ·i J as n • --· 11 e-'"' ., 

politw.s, edv;oation and religion .. 



Pr. Adler~ president.of the American Jewish.Historical Society:, and 

secretary· of the. Smithsonian Institution in Washin oton D .. .C~ w~C! the fu:st . . f:,'- ? :t ~ . 

ptesid~nt and organizer ofDrop$ie College-for Htbr~w and Cognate 

Le-a.ming~ founded in 19.07, two years •after the de~th .of'Moses Dropsie;,a 

colleg~ envisioned .by Moses .Dropsi'e ,as a free· institution for all .to study 

He.brew ·regardless of creed,. color or :sex.·9 Dr. Adler-also .. s.erv:ed as ,a 

president ·of Mickve Israel Congre.gation and the Jewish Theolo.gieal 

·,Seminary. 

Dr. Soiomon Solis-Cohen served a& the first chairman. of Gratz. 

8 

Colle.ge, the. fitst Hebrew t~achers" training school in the United States.
10 

He 

also served as.a president ofth-e Board •ofEducation and as.·a succe&sor to 

Mayer Sulzberger ·as l'r.e.siclent of.the Philadelphia Young M~n's and Young 

Women '·s Hebrew Association,. founded in-18'75. In 188;8, with the help of 

Rabbi Joseph l{rausko,pf, of K.enes·eth Israel,. Dr. Solis-Cohen founded the 

Jewish Publication So'Oi.e~·of.America. Perhaps .DI-. Cohen's mostnow,le· 

·achievement came in t 87'9 when, at the, age oftwetity--two he helped found 

th~ journal, the.Amen"c<irJ Hebrew. Among the major issues discussed in this 

. &. .. _- ,c.t, tw·-nty·. -six p~e weekly journal was Solis-Ophen'l opposition 
not-1or-prou . e ·· , 

. . . . .,. 'h' J. 'sh.Expenenee in America Vol. l {New 'York.l-969)~ pp. 43-:53, 
9 Abra_. fuunJ. Kart> __ :· (&0~.!b~ .·~JeYli'shPhi1pi/elphiil (Pbiladelpbi_cl,l965)~ p. Ul .. 
10 Esth .. M -u'ein.A.·•Gu.m:e oo . . · · . er -~ . . 



to Refotm Judaism and his eoncem.s r~gardj:ng· immigration. His opinions 

were frequently .printed throq_ghQut the p~g.es: of the Jewish $xpone11t. 11 

By the middle of the nineteenth ·centuzy, Philadelphia had .grown to be 

the ·most intellectually and. religiously vigorous city. in the nation, playing the: 

role that New York would eventually play in the twentieth century. There 

were. ·five pre.;Civil War synagogu~s in.Philadelphia, Mickve Israel, the first 

reHgiou$ assembly in the State of Penn$ylvania, was• the oldest. While 

records indicate that·the Jewish ,community-organized the assembly as ·early 

9. 

.. as the 1740s.~ constructi.011: ofMiclw.e Israers first synagogue did not be~ 

until .1782.12· Sephardic in'ritQal,. it served asthe :religio.us .·center of the 

majority of Philadelphif!'s.elite Jews from its b~ginning, until.well into the 

twentieth·c.entury. Rodeph Shalo~ thefust ·Ashkenazic congre;gati~Ii in 

AmericaJ> was founded .i(l l79S. Beth ·1srael, ·known as. the P Qlish Syn8-Sogue 

for many years, ·was foinied ·in 1840. Keneseth Israel, the first Reform 

synagogue in the city. was {ounded·m 184 7. Congregation .Ad~th Jeshurun 

w·as fhe last m thls group~ formed .in 18.59. These;.eongregations, and their 

~pitltual leaders~ set; and reflected; tbe style and tone of th~ Philadelphia, 

. 'k, T..: 1ss· 7 th~· ·s· ,am· ·. e. year that the Jewtsh-Ex·nonent Jewish coJDifi,llill11J · w · ' v · · · r · 

. . , .r-zn. . . p·~nitd.elnh/.a Was the-Capital of J~sh :A.metiPii (Phil.adelphla, l99~) 
11 Mun:ay FtiedfflJD (Ed,.}, r,:r,elJ . . r 

-~ . 1,06.-116. .. . . . .1 ·I . h' '1>ltiladelphia~ '1983),, p . .29i. 
11 .lbi<t Jewish Life ,,., Phi Ja.ue rp ta, ,~. 
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pt.1blished its first is~u~,. Rabbi Joseph Krauskopf, who was ordained ftom the 

Hebrew Onion Co.Hege ih Cincinnati,in 1:3g3,, wasappointe.d the spiritual 

leader of1'eneseth Isx:~el in Phfiijde:lphla .. Shor.tly thereafter, in 1897,Rev. 

Sabato. Morais, the traditionalist rabbi ofMickve Israel; died" leaving 

Krauskopf"and other llefotm rabbis to be the inajot ·spokem~n for 

Phil"delphia Jewry; ·During the :period .about which dris thesis is concerned_, 

Rabbi Joseph Kt.auskopf either wrote or w.as, written .about~ 138 artieles 

printed in the Jewish Exponent. 

In 1892) Rodef Shalom Congr~.gation appointed .Henry Berkow.ifz as .its 

rabbi~ whete. he remained for 'the n~xt thirtY. years, gradually bringuig his 

c,ongregation :into th~ Refonn moVenJent. Coincideplally, Kraµ_skopfhad 

married Berkowitz~ s·-sister and ·the rabbis worked c1os_e1y t(>:g¢ther., -eventu.ally 

establi$hfug "joint services~joint SQOday .School.s. and joint efforts in behalfof 

Reftn:m Judaism. ,,tl 

Religious concems.·such as s.yna:gogue attendance and general' apathy 

··were 1egwatly reported by the Jew1sh Exponent. In th~r,e-arliest years of the. 

-- . '"' , .. uc·A.· ess .1.e· Jewish community witnessed the dev~lopment ofthe. papl,;ir s s -~- _ ·, -.u 

Hebrew Union CQJiege .in Cincinnati, the· Central Conference of.American 

· - . _ · . ,., __ ., .. .,;: b . ok to Jewish fJiilade-lphia (Philadelphia. 1'965), p. 101 . 
. 13 Esther M . .Kle.1,_11, A u:~1.ue 0 - -
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Rabl>is,and the Union-of American Hebrew Congregations.- all thre,e 

.organizations emblematic ,of the significant progress of the Refonn:movemertt. 

in Am~ca .. · The staff of the Exp.on.erit aS: well as its .intenaed audience wete 

·not at afi pleased with· the strides made .in the . growth of this. bberal btanqh ot 

Jn®ism. Although the paper tried di:llgently··to .maintain no bias while 

reporting) ·on. questions conc~mmg specific Jewish. matters its policy w~ 

decidedly .cons:ervative in nature.,14 In faet, almost eY~IJ' mentiol) of the· 

;Refonn· movement in the Expa.nent openca the doot fot anti-Reform 

comroentacy and editorial response. In. contrast, w})en the J~wish·Tbeological 

Semfu~was op~ned in 1881, the E~ponent and its readet~hip went to great 

lengths tp. show the,ir support and reverence for thts cons~rvative rabbinic 

institution .. Later .in this work, clos¢r ·examination ().f spe.cific articles .printed 

b,y the paper r-elatihg te the institutions and Qre.artiza1i(,n of the Reform 

nipvernent ·will be inve-sti.gated. The Jewish Exponent regularly detailed the 

eonservative atiitu.d~ of the Jewish .c.ornmJ1J'licy ~ -it related to issues of the 

Reform movement. An examination of specific articles which r.elate. to the 

C 
. . . . . ♦.: •• . an· d R.e.c.0. rm movements will provide ev:idenee for the onservau y:e .. . it . 

. . . · 'eWS• of Pliilad~iphia (PJilladelphia; The 1..evyt)'pe Co. 1894}, p. 198. 
14 HenrY' S~m.uel Moras~., The. iJ' , . 
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importance that this. neW$'.PclP~t now has for historians interested. in eomparing 

the two J~Wisb groups., 

'IJie E~ponent also .. dedioated muth of its·spaee., to-rep_orting the events 

and .goings-on ,of local ·area charity organizations. ,and aid soeietie:s. Between 

th,e years 1887 and.1899,,_ the·_years covtred by this thesis, the newspaper 

reported on the deve,lopmertt and ev.enls ·of such or~ani~tions ~ the Jewish 

Foster Home and Orphan Asylum,. tlie United Hebrew, Charities, the· Hebrew 

Sunday School Society,. the Fem~Je Hebrew B~nevolent Seci~ty, the Young 

Me..n ~ s 'Hebrew Associalion1 ·van6us sewing and literary circle,s ·as well ~ the 

Bl>nai Brith and similar fr:at~rnal orgahizations. Every W~¢.k th~ pagt;s wer~ 

filled-with news ofrecent eltctions or the collection and dis,tributipn of 

charitable don.ations. Als.o, .as, warranted, n&ws· of gr.owing o,rganizations: and 

relocation to new facilities was noted. 

During th.e, period 1887 t-o, 1899, the titfy of Phil~delphia was the stage 

for tremendous growth and change m the 1J1ettrno:tphosis .of American 

Judaism. }IoQ.Se$ .of worship were increasing fu number .and in siz-e.. New 

•. . . -.. b-. !. • :a...: .. ,,.d t.o tend to .the -religious and spiritual needs of the mtn1sters. were . emg llll"-' · · 

.. _. N _ . . . verl.,o· oks w.ere being considered for everyday use-. 
congreganons. · ew pral. u ·· · . 

. . . _· th·_ . b . oome our mod_em American Judaism was-taking Much Qf wha as e · · · . 

. . .. ... _ .ears. ·df course, the decades leading up to this 
shape dUJing these ,twelve y 



13 

period saw great chanies and great leaders as well. Through the brillian¢e~ 

vision and influenQe of sueb. pioneers as Isaac Lees.er (J.806-~186~)~ liy;n:um 

Gratz (l 776-1857)~ Abraham Hart (1810..'1885)., Sabato Marais (l 823-1897).,, 

William B. Hackenbu.rg (l 837-l918)i Mo.ses Aaron Dropsie (1821~1905), 

May.er ~ulzberger (1843-1923), Cyrus Adler o· 863 .. J 940)· ·and Solomon Solis~ 

C.ohen (l ·8$7;.194.8) .great changes swept through the l'ewish.,eommwrltyi 15 

chan,g~s whica would leadAo·mor.e structured: religious ·organization in 

America at a time when. it was so greatly. needed, While not all of.these. men 

lived to· see the first issue pf the Jew:ish Exponent~ .all of them helped 

influenee thos:e who would later b.e directly involved with..its success .. 

With regard to the political situation,; .there were nwneroµs issues with 

wh.ioh the: Exponent was deeply·concerried. In· particular, issµes-related to 

immigratio11 qOotas~. th¢ Dreyfus Affair~ sweat$ho_p ·tegulatio~ Sunday Laws 

and general sentiments •of anti ... Semitism in Philadelphia and the·· greater 

United States were of _great ·cone.em and were regularly debated in this 

.newspaper, 

The first several issues of the. Jewi-#1 Expo_nent m,!de it clear there wer~ 

. . r· - · .. ·m- "m Phil. ad'elphia deserving of attention. Nearly every ... th . ar" eas·. ·o .. ,cnnce . . . o er •. ~ - . 

lSJb' A :28 lw, p., . 
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week the-. pages· of the paper contained ti,pdates of the. activities -o.f dozens of 

local ·organizations or-chapters of natiQna] organizations:, Inc.hided among 

those which appeared most freqµently-werethe lfitemafional Order ofB'bai 

Brlth (IOBB}, the Y oUiig Men's Hebrew, AssoQi;atioti (YMHA)~ new-s of 

various Jewish. liter-ary so.cieties anq pbcgi(ies and go~gs-on :a:t the lpcc(l 

,syna,gogues. 

'Publi_shed every Frid11y and m.ailed to its stt,bs.cribers. fdr tne mod~~t 

.annual fee of$3.00~_the Jewish Exponent was devoted primarily, to,_ and 

targeted~ the interest_s· ofthos¢Jews who had been settled in the United State~ 

at -least .one or-two ,generatioi'.lS. Cutten't]y under the · au$piee-$ of the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Philadel_phl~, the JrtiMish Exponent is still published 

weekly and made·available on the World Wi_d¢ Wel,}~ It continues to se~e 

as an advocaf¢: for the Jewish comu1unity. 

From its :inception, the-Jewish Exponent had no shortage of material 

about:which to mite. While, fecusfug primarily on news· and information 

. • • , . . . , :.t:~ally. · to Jewish life in Phliadelphia; the Jewish Exponent perta,01-ng ,Speow"' , . 

...,
1 

. . d · ...... ificant P· ortion of its :space to news from around the, re,gion 
cUSO· re,serve .. a s1~ ·· · · 

•. . '· .· g1 i.. Re.-n1lar correspondence was printed from New Yotlc, 
and around the . Que. ~~ 

. . . : d Wide Web:at HfTP.://WWW..LIBERTYNET,QllG/~EXPONENT: 
1s Ap ·•· -•-ntlv on th~ W9rl · · . peanni "'"'•:o-- -~ 



Baltimotet Washington and Ri~hinond gi~g;readets a sense of the goings .. on 

of n~igliboring Jewish, cQnmrunities. However, iri an ~ffort to continually 

.educate fts. readers in ·wodd affairs, inten)ational news of interest to the . 

. Amen.can Jew.ish cQnnmmify was also printed. 

While the Jewfsh Exponent wa-s created by ntembers ,ofa highly 

intelligent elite~ its page~ were intended to serve the entire Americanized 

.Jewish commtttrity. Among_ tbis elite were such figures as Mayer Sulzberger, 

Saoato and Henry Morais,Joseph 'l<raus}(opf,David Werner Amram, Cyrus 

Adle.r,: Hotac.e. Stem, Sunon Wolf, Oscar Straus,,. Solomon Schechter .. an~ 

B·enjamin L,. Gotdin. .. 17 

The Jewish. Exponenl received and printed numerous articles· .and 

letters focUS,ing on a very· wide range .of Judaica11y-.orient~d topics,. Incl:Ud~d. 

•among the,m were articles.written about.general concerns facing·.the Jewish 

community in Philadelphia sucb. as :$.ynagogue affiliation a.nd the wlue 

asoribed to Jewish cµstoms.l
8 

Th
. . - ns on·d ·editorials written for the: Exponent frequently esermo :~ . · ·-

. . d "'1...- · thy· ofii.,..,.. Je,'111sheommunitY with regard to synag0gue 
C0ll0Cffle we• ,apa: . ' W'- . ·n -. , 

. d . i.;::p· The rabbis of Philadelphia were:·often greatly 
attendanee an_ worsw ·· ·· · · · 

-
11
---.. -, .:...-~ ..... --- .. -_ -,

1
M--_ -) -(P-:hl:-'tade~'I'phia, 1983) /nvish LJ1e in Philadelphia ·1830-1940; p. 10. 

Murray Fn~ .... n. \~• ' . : . 1·s87) p 3. 
·rs J-e.wish.Expon.ent. 1:1.(Apnl 15, . ·. • . . 
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distressed over the lack of religious: participation within the ranks of the 

. Jewish eommuni'cy. Ir.i its first several issues~ the' Jewish: Exponent printed 

articJes with $ucli tit1¢·s as, '"'Th.e Value of'Customs''i.9 .and, '"'Jew ,and 

American. '·'20
' In the fQrmert written ,an,a •Signed by· "X''· {possibly a ps.eudonym 

for Mayer Su:Iibetget )~ the: t\il.th6t foeuse,.d .'his remarks: on the·young. Jews 

living in Am~.ri~a. It was tht opinion of the· .auth<jr that .the <;ti-stoms inherent 

to Jewish tradition.sho)lld ·serve oruy to sftength¢n Judai;sm in Americ~ lest 

J udaistn lose, its beauty .and meaning. Th~. author used, his. column to 

encow,age his re~ders to "use their efforts Itowatds improving Judajsm in 

America] honestly,'' ,and to continue to t'build1
' and ''promote uriicy offee~g 

and of thought" among all Jews for the putp<>se of creating. ·a '~national 

Church [havingJ CJi)llS'CIOUS principles .:and $teadypurposes,''21 

This article was writt~n as a respan.se to ·an address delivered by Hnn. 

Simon Wolf in St. Louis. Jn his. addrtS.$.,._, of which there is. ·only mention. in 

the Exponent~ Hon .. Wolf apparently alluded· to a qu~stion which often ·sparks 

.. ·m'. on-1" An-en·t d·e· 'bate·s• Are We;Jewish~Amerieans· or controversy ·even '"' .vu.u · · · -· • 

19 n.: ..a 
i~ . 6 

20 Ibid,, 1.:,z (April' 22, 18817.), P· · 
21 1bi4. l :·l (:April l.~·. 1887), P· 3. 
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Alnerican-,:J:ews1 Wo1f·boldly de_clared thatJ~w.s shtiuld, be Americans fust, 

The e,ditors .9ffered their resj)ons~ to Hon. Wolr·s address'. It was their 

clear .opinion that one's obligation is mstto be a good Jew, as mandated by 

God. They. ·m:afutamed that while one miglit be considered a good Am~rican 

citizent, that does not necessarily ·mean that a: ,pers<Jn .is also a· ,good Jew. 23 

They contin:ued,. sa~g that the "~noble~t type of Judfllsm is synonymous/with 

the highest e;xpressiot.1 of American· .ci~shipt th~t we ·can, in truth, say, 'he 

a Jew, .not in name qr birth 'Only, but in word and deed .... ~124 

JE~ponenrcoverage reveals that the rabbis tried moving the ·times and 
··.· 

·days o,f the worship seryices., oc.easiona11y tried different kinds: ·of 

p~yerbooks and eve,n debateq whether- to··:shut down syn~gogue activity 

during the $ummer mon.ths'. More:·than 100 years, after these concerns w.ete 

initially printed in-this newsp~per,, the Jewish coJJUDunitr faces these s.arne 

issues as· they approach.th,e:twenty•first century· 

.Ar:gum~nt~ with-themes st1ch as· th.ese appeared ·regtilady in the pa~s 

oftheJtrWish E~ponent. In a]most every issue• .. a correspondent ·or .an editor 
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wolJld. argue some C8.$e such as the one _presented above . . In almost every 

instanc,e the issue·nused •Was one with which we can today 'Still s'°lidly 

identify. In the fourth iss\le.~ published .May 6, 18'.87 ~ tberse. appeare-d an article 

written by Solomon. Solis-:Cohen titletl, .,.'Je:wi&li. Super-Sensitiveness_ ,tis Th~. 

argument presente4 }1y Dt. Soijs•.:Coben is that J,ews of die latter nineteenth-· 

e-,entwy were. ''entitely too thin .. slcim)_ed.~' He argued that too many,Jews 

w~ed the streets wattin,g to catch sonreone using the ·word '~Jew~' in a· 

Q'.~t9g:atory fashion· -- living their live.s. se·~lting out opportunit1.es to protest 

what they believed to be insul~g temarks_u. 

ioday,, even m the latter portion of the twentieth century1 we find 

individuals among u.s who follow this $atne·pa.th. In. fact" mµch of what was 

printed. in the .pages of the Jewish JitptJnent ·throl:lghout its. mst twelve and a 

half years (188.7-1899) offers much that still resonates wfth.many Jews today. 

As one reads ·the atzticles an,d the to_pic:s which the rabbis. and other ~p.eakers 

chose .to relay through the pag~·s of the Jewish Exponent at the tum of the 

c,entury, it is easy to forge.t that' tbese:issues. were not recorded as issues of 

. . . . d .. · but·· --.;"'er that ·.:"ey· ·were t:he concerns of a generation three 0Uf OWJl · ay ,-, . · ,..ctU'l. , .. ·, µi . 

times retnoved from ouf'own. 

~ Ibid. 1 :4 (May 6, 1'887), :.P· 4. 
i 6 Ibii . 



On May 13, l887: there appeared an article titl¢d, '~Congreg~tjona1 

Wotshi_p. ~,. Submi.tted. by the editors of the. Jewish E~ponefit,. -its words ,are 

ebilHog... They could have be;en written ·in May, 1987
1 
:and might possibly 

appear again a cehlllry hen.ce,. Jts. haunting me-ssage i$:tebotn eveJY ye$" and 

preached from nwnetolis pulpits around' the country I The ('ditors: wrote· the 

e.11·· • tO .QWlllg: 

To mak:e our- S!11~g0gu~sand templ.¢$ _Houses of Worship, l~t th9se wlio 
visit them join in the prayers. Let pot the .choif,:Joft be. the qnly .place where. 
the ,s,welling anthem. of.praise: ·shall resound, but l~t. the .. congtegatio14 by 
,participating :ther~n, make the services their own; a real ,s.yrnphony that 
shall be a tru~ e~pTC$Sion Qf, their a,~tual .thoughts and heartfelt :e,m:otions. 2·

7 

It is,se often there.a-se, even today; that ,we altow the .voices of a few 

individuals to pray -for us, on. our behalf; allowing. us' to pray vicariously, 

throllgb them. 

While the pag-es· .of the Jewish Exponent were, filled with article.s like 

tho.se-de-scribed abo'fe,. others appeared which detailed the particulars of the 

goings-on of the Jac,al congregations. The 1.ocj] rabbis and synagQgµes were 

· . th •·. d. ue place among···. its pages. Sermon topics were listed along •with .given. . err _ . -.. . -

a] t1~·- .0f the· remarks made fro.JJl tlie_ pulpit. In the.se sennon gener ou uu~s · -

. __ •. • . . th· .. J.:·to· rs also often noted .the hmgu.age in which the sermon de:s.e.npttons, - e ew · -

2.'I Ibid, 1:5 (May. 13,, 1$87~,J>: 6. 
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·was preached .. 

The ·first issue of the Je:wtsfi Exponent appeared 'in pdtit on the last day, 

··of the celebration of'Pass:o:ver. 28 ·page· nine of tliat .first issue w~s :solely 

reserved fer de$eriptions of sermons preached by many of the prominent 

rabbis. Am0ng them ·were. sermons preacheQ by Rev~ Dt. Samuel Hirsch, 

Rev: Sabato Morais,. Rev. Dr. M. Jastrow.,.Rev. Elias Eppstein• of Adath 

}'eshurun., ·Rev~ Victor Caro .and Rev. Leo Reich. In: keeping with the story of 

Passover, it jippears as though the primary themes :for most of the.se ser.mons 

were. freedom and Uber.a.tion. 

These w:ere important mes·~age·s for the Jewish ·CQmmunizy to.hear in 

1887. •As mentioned ·earlier,. tl!e.se years ,were. witness to tremendous change$ 

m American Judaism. As a coll)Ittmrlty, the .Jews of the .bst years ofthe 

century were finally coming. int9 their.own:; suoc.eediirg in bu~iness ventures,. 

in politics and in wider social circles than ·ever b.efot~. The issues of freedom 

and liberation spoke directly to the hearts, of all who came· to listen.. Abstracts 

f th. 
-, d ·ther 

5
.-n-1ons were re.gularly printed in the Exponent helping to o .. -, ese .an o · !;iJ.;J.U . . 

spr~ad. the m~:s,sages ·ofthe rabbis .. 

. , . . ~ty,. to· 0 was developing qui~kly. As. indicated by the 
The :.commum ., - ., · · 
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articles in t;he Jewish E~ponent, lews,-wer-e iovol~_g themselv¢.s in .numerous 

arecJs within the community. Primarily in· the meas· of immigration and social 

welf~e the Jews •of Philadelphia,nillied to .mak:e t}le lives ofall Jews a:t least 

tolerable,. 

m 1887; when the Jewish Exponent first wen.1 to press, some .of the 

significant issues. weighing·on the. mind's •of-its' eontributors· and editors 

•included the. growing.immigrant population, organizations 'to aid. those in 

need, and the growing popularity of religious refonns•. The paper :r~gularly 

offered facts and commentary regarding issues of iromigdttion to the-port of : 

Philade~phia. Chief among these issues was what to·do with tbe·new Jewisli 

immi.gtants as they ·amved at these .shores?, and the p<>.t~ntial drain they were 

hav.ing on the gen~ral economy, as well as the religious-'t'bagga.ge~' brought 

with thetn from Europe .. Loeally, there were hou$mg·and ~mploymertt 

concerns. Nationally, tlie,re wa:•s conc_em regarding how· the tJmted State~ 

government was teactin·g to the increased level Qflfn(rj1gt1JtioJ1 during,tbese 

years. 

., . ·• .. ~, J· ,vish imJDjtJTation through the Port of Philadelphia.were Stattsttes· 1or ~-"·" - · .• .~ -

. .• .-:•. . . d. ~1..-ougb th~ eftorts ofthe A:ssocfation: of Jewish 
aceurately maµ,itame Wl• · · 
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lmmigrants,.
29 

According to a report made ·by Agent Moses Kle~ on behalf 

of the Association, the UiimigPitjon figures for June, l 887~. was 257. With 

regard to the reasons b~hind Jew:s Io.okmg· to ,c.ome. to· Amerie~. the article 

.maintains that it was th,e result of a -,~steady. and continuous outpouring from 

per.secuted land's to the lajld ofllherty ~d pi:o~p¢rity;';3o: 

The article mtlieate.s that 99 of these immigrants. held a trade and 

enwner~ted those· skills which. th_e imniigrants· were trilin,ed to accomp1fsh. 

These skills-assisted ili.e As~soci:anon in relocating the, immigrants and 

integrating them into other commynifies, However., while many of tliese 

immigrants were re:settled in vario'1s other cities and were able to tend to their 

own needs~ it was reeord'ed, (hat nioney and ·other material aid was given by 

the Association to 128.ofthe immigrants during the month of June; alone.31 

The average annual .exp.ens¢,$ for the As:sociation during·theseyear:s was 

_approximately, $1,400.32 

Occ.as•ionally,~ :m the ·eaFlier year~ of ·the publication of the J ewis.h 

Etf).l:!nenf~ there appeared supplement .sections along. with its re:gular issues. 

Th . .. .1 nfs u· sw• .. ny rm several pages :and ,·CQJ.:\taJoed infori:nation ·or ese supp.1emejS . -Wlll: · -
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news about latger issues or .Proje·cts that would exceed the .paper'.s r~gular 

eight or.•nine pag~ issue. In later· years, entire· issues were d~dica:ted to 

events~ people or organizations, •increasing:the total pa.ges front the usual 

seven ot: e~gb.t to twelve or fourteen~ eJhnioating th~ special section entirety~ 

In one ~uch $uppleJ.nent, ·which ·accompanied. :the. July 15-, 1-887 issue, the lead 

editorial was titled; '"Union of American Hebrew Congregations. ~,33 The 

.supplement deseribed the ~vents of the tenth c.onvention :of.the. UAHC in 

tremendous detail over tw.o full pages, three .columns oli each, with .sketchts· 

.of some ,of the· more. prominent men in attendance:. This cbroliicle· of the tw.o-· 

day event ·whi~h took place"in Concordia Hall,ib Mlegh~ny City,, listed 

r¢presentatiVes ,of local .eo~gregations .a,ldng, with· tbe•.num~rous themes on the 

agenda. To.eluded among these were the needs otthe Hebrew Union ·con~g¢ 

in ·Cincinnati. Apart from· the. :all-to--fami:liar plea for fin'anoi_al .sqppt)rt was ·the 

call for "~heart and soul" as w.elli At tbat time, it was reported that the 

CQlltge bad en.rolled 33 stulients and was m need of$500,000.
34

· 

A 
. · . . m·.- th°' ne~ s·e·veral issues of the Jewish Bxn.onent were, ppeanng · ~ . ~.. · ·· · · · · r. 

editorials and ·Jetters from coneemed .consavative Jewish readers re:garding 
- - '+ --

.. ..1... u,,'A ul" ,;0:nvention and about the Refomi movement in the.,artiole· aboutµ.i~ iJ'U•.1~· ~ •. · 

- (J·w· .. 1c 18·8"')· Sunnlement., ., . ·1·1·4' . ·y, .,;}, if ·• 'J"r',·, .. ,,,, Jewis.h ExponenJ. •. · · ,~ 
3"'Ibi_d~ 
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gene~al. As ·the iewtsh Exponent :was ·prlitta.rily an advocate for the 

traditional Jewish. community, it soQg4t to·-publisb these articles eiim3&5e .. In 

both the July 22 anct July 29~ 1,gg,7~ issue~, th~te appeared rebuttal articles 

(inclu(led am~n:g·them·on,e· ftom·Soiomon SQlis~Cohen) which seen;ied to tty 

desperately.to ·futd soinething. positive for the Jewish cotmnunity :at large 

·which resulted from the conferenee. Wmle they were ·able to find .$Orne 

issues which they felt were ©fbenefif to the· more traditional Je.:wish 

community, the. consensus was· an overwhelming disappointment it1 the 

UAHC for over-promoting. the Hebrew Union College and the reforms for 

which. it st.ood. This was an. espe.cially potent iss.ue for the J:ewish community 

of Philadelphia at this time.; There. were signfficant:nuuiber-s.of Jewish leaders 

·Who opposed t}ie Reform,• movement and who,, one year after the Pittsburgh 

C.onference in 1885, left the Refonn union and established the Jewish 

Theological Seminaxy Association. 35 It was at tins· time that Conservati,ve 

Judaism w.as 11eg;nning .to formally organize as a se~te relf~ous 

d. . · · 0· .· -~ ..... the United States.. In lS·&:1·, the Jewish Theological Seminary, , enomma oniu .. - .. 

wasformed. 

. .. .. h· ~-.... nent p· led-'!ed, as p~ ofits mission, to ,report on the The Jew.is pxpo . . . ~ . . 

. . . . -: .. tions which benefited the iewish community,. 
·organraatwns and .assoc1a 
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Regularly, the paper included· short an,npunc,ements about various .events 

taking place either locally or wi~ nearby eities to which. Jews of 

Philadelphia might attend. Among tllese were the goings-i>n of the B 'nai 

Bri~ varlous literary societies, a. number of worn,en' s auxiliaries, the YMHA; 

the Jewi.~b Foster Home and Qwhan Asylum? the United Heb.rew 'Charities, 

many of the lo.cal Hebrew ·Sunday schools and ·Qther or_g~tz.ation$ whieh 

se.emed to come :a:nd :go through the years,. Each .had· its impact on. the .Jewish 

. d. . b .. 1... ·lf.• • d .bill' r· 'th commuruty an .· 1t · ecame :we $e -m;,;pose : r~sponsi · - · ty o e Jewish 

E-xp0.nent. to report on_ thc;xn 8I)d infotr;n its readers about them: 

From its inception,. the Jewish Exp,.11nent had an: ,obvious impact both on 

the.Jewish con:ui1unity of' Philadelphia :as well .as on the surrounding 

communities.. Th_e American fstaelite~ of Cincinnati~ said that the Exponent 

was certainly desemng of sueoess after. i't received and reviewed-its initial 

printing. The American Heb.reyv, out of'New York City, .claimed} "the 

. . .· __ :..e. ·t dit. · o-n·at •skill:· tact and enterprise, in secwing an fib.usually· contents mWU.J.eS . e · ,. ,. 

··b t "35· brillicJDt array of contn · u ors·, 

· ... · -··tt ·· · by· •Dr S~ olomon Solis-Goben, 'the radical Reform In a letter, wn en ·. · · 

.... ~ ·w· as declared doomed. It was bis opinion that the movement .m Amenca · · . 

. . ·. ~ del° bia 1961). The }.fmerican Jew: A, Reappraisal~ p, 5. 
ls r,;,;A,.,,. 1. 1 ·w· ,~1r.o 1:r1.-1.}, (Phila P . , ·~ . . ano . '»>-J \.i:--

4 
~ij lbid, l:4 ~y .6, 1887}, p. l' . 



movement would not last even a .century. ~1 More· than one hundred years 

hence we see that his prenfction Wa$>. fommately:t mcotreQt. 
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In:·chaptet two of this thesis, closer examination; will be paid. to the 

.evolving Ref onn Jewish community in .Ameriea. How ·it was perceived by 

the Conservative Jewish community as depicted m. specific articles appearing 

in the Jewish Exponent throughout its first twelve and a ,halfyears of 

l>Ublication will also be. explored; Attention will be give_n to the various 

meetings c0nv.ene;d by the UAHC. and CCAR as well as to argQmenfs and 

c.ou:nte~arguments •Opposing the. d,e,cisions made te~ardin,g further refonns to 

Judaism :in America. r • 

Chapter three will concentrate on the is·sue ofimmigr:a:tion to America 

during this same period. In the analysis-, tvidence will be ·ptesente4 which 

suggests that not ail A:tnericans welc,omed the .new mivals. Additionally, we 

will see how .the,Jewish ,Exponent use.d its uifluence to rally the Jewish 

community in support of those ne:woomer::s who needed :assistance in settling 

• ...__ ._ .. . ., .,,...._,,l,y and·m•· Philadelp· ma,' specifically. We·will explore the m .H,Wencal g~1i,,.cUJ:. , -· · · · 

work of the Jewish Immigrant Aid 'Soci.efy ~ well as other charity 
-

•.. .. . ::t=· .-:,1y ·des-·i,aned to .assist these new American Jews in.all . .,. .... ~-..:...,.ons, specµica.u ·.. · ',:,-," org~~·--··. 

6 ·o··'y ·"':•9 1ss1:) P· 1 .. 
3' Jewish Exj,o:tren1~ l :1 · , 1,1-1 ·. -& ' · ·· ' · 
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aspects of their relotati'On ,..,._,,,, · · · t· •· ·-· • d d · , k · · · · · · .· · • . • "-,Jvvemmen -,unpose. r.oa · b,oc ,s will also be 

dis.cussed alongwjth the atte · t . de b th·, J .. ..:i. . · · · - • . . . , · mp s ma . y . ~ eWt~u .community to •reverse. 

unfair le.gislation 1estricting both religious .ahd economic freedoms•. 

In botli of ·these chapters~ the primary source. m.aterial is tht Jewish &pofJ,ehf 

itself.. 

Many .researchers and historian$ find the. ~oles contained iii. the 

Jewish E,Xponent tobe of;great value·in ~xamitring.the Plilladelpbia )eW:isb 

commumty of the. late' nineteenth century. Hindering. ·their research.; howevttt~ 

no index of the:se .early,, y,ars,~f:'the newspaper previously,e:xisted,. thus 

making searches thtough the paper.a long·and'tedious-process. As the 

primary undertaking of this ·thesis proj:ect; r have, during the past two years, 

pamstakiqgly reviewed .every article contained. on the pages of the Exponent 

( 1 !887-1899). Exe~ptions:to this include volumes l5-16 and 27.:2;3 which 

wer,t missing from the -available microfilm arohives. Also, there. appears to 

have been a shift jn, the:,nun).bering system em:p1oyed by ta~ newspaper. 

Following what shoutd ·bave been volume 16,. as noted by the microfilgl 

• 1...-· ,_ .,. h· th.• wnbering.begins with volume 2.1. No expJanation for this puotograp , er~ . e. n 

. . . d-b 1.· d In terms of chronologicai datin,g, the .only issues 
anomaly cotil · e 10\111 · -

. .• . . ·1r Ap· ri11 1894 to May 1, 1895 and April 1, 189-8,·to 
missmg are those, om · ' 

Apnt 21, ts@9. 
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In inde~g· the articles· I w· as pron·· ·am•:' · ··• ... t.. · t d "· th ..... hi-~ h · , · ... · ,, '· ·' ymerese . m osew c . 

penained dire.ctly to fh~-JeWish..eommunity of.Philadelphia. All articles 

which reported both ·the religious and secular life Qf the eQmmumty wete 

reco.tded.:in the database re-search. Additionally, news, from ne:arby..·cities 

{including Baltimore and New York) which•spoke of.related issues were· 

included,. 1 intentiona:lly did not include. those articles whi'eh were largely 

concerned with inteJnatiQnal affairs, or affairs •not directly effeeting 

Philadelphia .. Reports of other localities .such as Cincinnati (except with 

reference. to the Reform Movement), lljchmond and New Orleails. were 

ex¢htded, as.were~·notices, reviews: and advertising. Addition~y,. peopie, 

otganizati'ons and events· which only appear~d once were not in~lnded in this 

.study, unless they ·were qirectly relevent to understanding the Philadelphia 

J~wish com:munify .. 

After careful revi~w· ,of e~ery artiGle ·chesen for inclusion,. I .entered 

pertinent infonnatton into ,a database search engine· which I cr:eated using 

•:•.. . ,.tt .A: .... - e,,.r w· ·m· dows95. Evety·news article; c.ommentary, letter Microsou xccess .u,, · · 

. . .. . . . . . d dunn· •g these years bas· been :read and those pertinent to 
-and editortal pnnte · 

. d · . t the database· u~mg the 'following fields: Dat~ of 
this study were etttere m ·0 · · · ·• 

. . . .. •r .. .-k·cle author (µknown), title1or heading Jild ... her kme.o cuu , . . issu.¢, volume, nwn · · · , ~'.] r · 

. . . . . has also :been assign.ed a• unique identification 
keyword(s). Each entry · 



number tc, assis· ·~ m·. "o,..+.i·..,•g and ~ ...... T. • In 
. . . . . Ii ~ Hill . .. a Wl41YS1S. . total? thet.e .are: l .,970' entries,. in thl 

database all of which may be h -~ . d. . · · ,. ··· · · . · · . searc eu ·usm.g · ata from any .one ·field or 

combination of field.s: Aoditionally, nrtiltjple data lllij.Y be used to limit,:eacb 

search attempt Using this ,database. oth;er researchers will have the 

opp.ortunity to fmQ are,as of p.articular interest to their $tudy. 

For example~ in preparing chapter 3 ofthls ·thesis (lmmigr.ati·on Is&u~s)t l was 

:able.1 using the database., to locate:'every articfo·,which refen:ea to. 

,·,. . t ,,, 1.,· . . "' . th.. k a· . . .. 1m1m·gran s or · mumgrat1on 1n. · . e eywor ,. section. Additton:ally ~-the 

d,atabase further aUowed me. to •narrow my search results by selecting· only 

editorial~: or city news items. This database also allows a us.er to further 

reduce a s.earch by indicatiqg: a specific author to find in addition to a 

keyword'. For .example, J would be ~ble to' find any '~corre.spond~nce'-' written 

b ,,q..-_ L . ,."' .E Levy E·sq·· ·"·'m·· whiehhe dis_cus_sedissues of"imm•gr· atioli" . y ,lV.ll.. OUl.::, • . ' . , . •:, . . 

during "1893. ,, Addition-aU, 1 one could compare all of the ·above· data with 

the same information fotmd in any other year;· or ·SpeQific month.. The .seai:ch 

'Capab,illtles· •Of tliis· database ,ar¢' limited only by the finite amount ·of data 

. . . . ·rn.. ~ · is free to select that criteri~ which they feel best 
· contained m it,. 1,ue u.s~r · 

. . . .. _, . .. d· For 3 sample•ofthe kinQ of search routines one· 
1denttfies thei:r own nee · s, · · 

. ' . .. ·. 

. b . . see the various appendices which .. conclude this 
might run using this data .ase, ... 

thesis. 
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Throughout these early y·ears ,;,.fthe . .,,.i?'.,i:«1.. . tt..... .. t· b th · - · -ti· 
· - W . · . v.J:, "-•of.I, _i::;,,.;ponen _, . 0 mmngra On 

c.onaems and practi~al relio-ious issues 11egulart;;, a·.... .- d. . th· •. . . c- -- . . " . , . J ppeare _m e paper. 

Whether they were-in editoria1,s, news briefs, correspG>ndence Qt s:em;ions 

these two is$u_es see.med alW-a,ys to present a source for dis:eussion .or 

argµn.ient For this reason, i -~hose· these two subjects' to show how useful the. 

database :Can ;be as a reseatc.h tool By applying the various. searcb methods 

described above, 1 was-able to· ttaok.. (he: issues by-. ar.tfcl~ type and by 

attribution throughout the tw.elve-yeat period.. Additignally, ·by ~xamjning t® 

'~keyW:0td" field of each issue where these subjects were cont~ed, I w~ 
,, 

.able to see-·what other issue,s wer~ 1-ofo~ncem a~, well .. In~~. way,. the issues 

of immigration and Reform Judaism were notview~d m. a vaeuunl, but rather 

in the:ir relation to the generitl goings:-oo of the colJ]lllUDity. 

The information contained in this data~e, however~ is· considered to. 

b, _ n1· ·t 1 c.0· r assisting researchefs in locating . .infomtatien contained in e o -.ya oo 11 .. · 

th . . ·· h E • .• - .- .· •t- Its pnm· ·· !:In/, pnmosi, is· to· assist in locating. articles only e Jewis .xponen . . - -" ·--r 

:i.. . ~ t &. r r""adino ·thepaper-itself. and not to suustitu e 10 ... · ~ · · - ··· 

. . . .. . urined on a 1 .4MB 3-1 a;, diskette wbi¢hi~ 
The database 1s con · . -

, _· . . ti. _ . along ·with ·a'. complete printed copy of ,the 
included with this-pres~nta · on, · .. · 

. . . .· .. _ . _ d ab'ov.e, special appendic.e.~ are also included 
d t .•b.- . _ ., dex 'A,._ m. enttone . , aaasem - . ~ · · 
~ • ., ' .• • 

. . _ . . __ . . . . to th'e materfal discussed in chapters two and three, 
which,, relate specifically 
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on the· Reft:>tm Movement in Amerio.a and immigration, tesp¢ctively~ Further,. 

there is included· in tlie ·pages preceding the· prn:tted Gopy of Ute ~atabase, 

eomplete .and detailed instructions for utilizing the compt;tt~rized database 

along with relevantm:fonnation forsueoes_sful1y· comp1'etjng a variety of 

informational searohes-.38 It is my intentio~ as. time permits, to continue 

working, on this database· project. At present~ this database is believed to be 

tbe·,only existing index of the Jewish Exp0nentnewsp.aper. The-author 

·uodetstandsthat to be truly us'eful as a res.earch tool, ,,the ,database must 

inch)de all issues of the paper's publication. As more work is completed to 

this :·end, updated info.rmation will be.·.available ,a.t the American Je•wisll 

Archives" located at the Hebrew tJniQ11 .College in Cincfunati .. 
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Chapter l: R~form Jndai,sm 

A. An Introduction to the Issues 

32 

According to Jacoe Rad~r Marcus, there is 110 .true efuonology ·fot the· 

ideological development of th¢ Reform Movemen~ in Am.erica.1 As .. early as 

1818 religious change was ajr~<lY on the minds,.of some American Jews: In 

1824,_ the ·Charleston Refortned Society of Israelites broke-away .from 

traditioncll Orthodoxy in an attempt, to· fit in with the Christian wor1d wbieh 

surrounded it.. Many refonns.h1 religious practice .weie implemented slowly, 

an~ in some cases merely by happ,ens.tance. Two sotirc~s for this infonn~Jion 

1776-1985,4· a series, written by Jacob Rade.r Marc~s. 

It is imp.ortab.t to explore some of.the more signffic-ant events in the 

initial d~velopmentofR~orm Judaism in.Anierica, 1n this. way, one 

· 1 -ar· er un· · derstanding· of some of the factors affe.c.ting the J ewfsh may .gam a cie. . . - . . .. - . 

community of Philadelphia during the period covered by t1ris thesis. Iit. 1846, 

.. . _ . . . f 27 1 .. ·. M .. auer·-·wfs~ left bis home in Pilsen·and came to at the age o - · _:, saac ·, ,,. · 

------· - .. _.....· - . -.. . . . il76-e1985, Vol. 3, (J)et;roit, 1993), p.:'71.. 
l Jacob Rad.er MarcUS! f}r,iwd SJQtes Jewry, . . 
~ Ibid, 'p:65., . .. . . , e. ; • (New yq~ 1988)1 This i ource <;ont¢ns an exhaustive; 
3 Michael; A Meyer, ResponS.e to Modi tn ty_ .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
history ·o.hh~ ~fonnMovetnen.t- _ • _ , 1776.)1B~; (Dett.Oit, '1989). !111~:~uree P~-~ the histo..cy, <#' 
◄ J'· b· Rade·r Mar"''". r rnl.t,.e.d States .J~_ rJ':f th .. h. ·ole o'f 'Je:wish development from 'the penc;,d nf 

. aoo . ·. . ·. ~~• '"\bin the cont~ O. • e w. . , , .. . 
the R.efQrm Movem~t ~ til ttl' late twenneth GCntlJIY. 
Amet.ica ':S .indg)e.ndence. un e 
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AmeriGa. Shortly followitig his, anival, Wise ·oegan bis. Am~ric- rabbinical 

career serving as the .rabbi of Be.th El in Albany, New y ork. It was also at 

this tfule·.fuat Wise~ s le-ader.shj_p, ·and organization ofRefonn Judaism in 

America begclll to take .shape . .In 1850,. after approximately four years at Beth. 

El, the congreganon fired Wise over significant .differences of opinion with 

regard to rel~gious. practice and rftual ,ob.serv.ance. In ,this same year, :a faction 

splintered from B~th El and formed the new1.Reform congregation,. Jnshe 

Emeth, where Wise. occupied the pulpit until 18'54.5. Leaving this new 

congregation, Wise ·came.to CinGinnati where he be.came the rabbi at B·'nd~ 

Jeshunm. Throughout his life ·Wi$.e ('spelled ou.t bis hopes forAiilerican 

Jewry in .great detail."' He callea for '~a union of ~ngre.gations; a seminary to 

trcµn American rabbis, a good ministiy, .a rabbinical ~ssodation,_ national 

ilisfitirtions to provide fofthe poor, a conn:ilon prayer l;10ok? a Jewish press 

_ _ d. . bli . , .. ~.. . . ··ety· bo•s·p· 1· t ... :1,. ar.nhan asylums, Jewish elementary an . pu · eafi.on-,soc1 -· , \:, . i:lµJ, ~ I' 

",6 
religious schools, books and tracts.' · 

- . · U . · - . f 'A·~e~·,c·an·••- Hebrew Congregations fo~ded the In I 87 ~, the , Jll'OD O · n..w · U' · · · · · · · 

. . • . _ 111 ~ :Cincinnati Ohio, which openea .Jlllder the 
Hebrew Unton Couege m •c ' · 

&8} 24~· . . . . ~-. ·.·;,,, Mew York, 1.9 . ,, p, · ~- _ . 
t Mouer.rtl•;; \H' · · ·1n;, • · 1993) n 58 s Mi. . 1,,,.,. ·I _,., M"""et . Req;onse , rp . . J ·776. ~ 1985 Vol. 3·, \v"'tr.01i. . , ~- •. 

, euae r-i.. · · '0 . .; • dS.tatesJ~ry · · · · · 
11· Jacob Rader. Marcil$, Uni.ft.· · 
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leadership· of Is-:.-;i"' M ,a·'if.er 'W' ·· rr.J;.;· · ..,, t: · · 
· ~w · :J' · . 1se. .i:ws seminary~ estabushed for the purpose 

or trairting:,American rahbis,i mitictlly. attracted support from staW1ch religious 

traditionalists likePhil~del,phia's .$aba19 Mot.iris . . Morais was, .actually, very 

interested.in the. College. So dedicated was hefo.it,, that in 1877 .and 1&7'8 he 

went to. Cinl)innati ·to serve on the. board of~~ forth~ scb.<Jol. Marais_ 

was so plea$ed with the ·results of the testing that in his 1877 r~pott to the 

Council t>f the l[mon of American Hebtew CQn:greg;itiom he proclaimed, 

''The College ~t Cincinnati may· une<iuivocably be ·pronmmc.ed an object 

dese~g of the .support of all I~raeh1es. "7 His ·support waned over the 

followini few yeats as .it beeame evident through variou.sresolutions 

.implemented by:the Uttion that-the Hebrew ·union Colle,ge was pos.jtionjng 

itseif as the scholastic centet of Reform Judaism. Morais_ r~alized that the 

College·:would train its ,students to· 'become mbbis in the :Refotili :Mov~m.ent. 

His hopes of using the support of the Colleg~ abd the Union to establi$h-bis 

, ~ d . ...;
0
·. na1 seminary in _Plri1adelp.hia would not come to· fruition. For own ua 1-,. .. . 

Morais and the r~st of the traditional J~M~h commun.ity :frustration eventually 

I
. d. . .. ·. . -- d re· ·s· olv.e Morais -realized that since the Hebrew Union e to actton an . . · •· --

- . .. , . t to ·serve ,as a nondenominational institution, as. Wis~ had ~t 
Coll~ge was no . · · ·· 

• . . . • 1, . to Morais and tht Foundihg.<>fthe J~wjsh Th~l~&i~ s7rmnary:" in When 
7 J;lobert E_: F1emero, ... sa~ . .,r jewfsh ,4-meriqa. e4- Murray F.nedman., Q.'biladelph,ia, 1993), p, 78. 
n'h··1 ,,. In~io, was the tJop1 ta/ tiJ , . re-, 1 aue~r1n . .. 



one. time '1,rolnise~ th~n a seminary for the traditional c.o~unity would have 

to, be establish~ 

1n 1886, Dr. Morais~s plans fora new tra<iition~l seminary began to 

tc3.k~ shape. Alt}1oqgh the .term ~~conservative. Judaism', was not generally in 

use at thi$ time, it was the traditional philosophy of those wlio. Wiould 

t}\lentually be.come associated with the fledgling movement that helped 

Morais achieve his ,goal. •With th~ help of such ardent ~pportets· as Dr. 

Solomon. Sdlis-Cohen.and Cyrusd\dler, both of Philadelphia, tire 4-'Jewisb 

Theological Seminary, of Ne.w. Yorkt as the group caIIed the new,.scho~l, was 

fow:ided on January 31,.188'6. 8 C>ti~ year lat~r,. on January 2., .. 1887 ~ only three 

months before the Jewish E~ponent mst went to ptes:si the·. Seminary ac.cepte.d 

its first e:igbt students .. 

The Jewtsh theological Seroioary.·'s ties. to the Jewish conunumty of 

Philadelpb:i'a ·always r~niained strong. .Even after .M:orais':s de:athjll 1891, 

Solotb.Qn Solis•Cphen and Cyrus Adler c.ontinued their active rQle in 

Se.min_ary affirirs, witb Adler being named the cbief"Executive Offi~er.;'
9

· 

Phil◄ .· d' 
1
-'l,..; . ·J·u·d' ge ._ :fnuer Sulzberger, 'became very active as w.ell. His many a e p,Ll!.a. . ).~.i.a.1 

8 Th>id.. p: 83·. . . . . . d the Jews of Philadelphia/'• in '.(he .fewish Experience in.America 
. · . . -·· "Isaac teeser an . . • 
9 M.~xwell WhiteiµSD, · ·, ·· n.1e~ York: 1969); p.5.2. 
V :1 1. :ed. Abrahaxn J. tell'P, " ~- · . -Ot ... , ._ 
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contrj})utio.ns to th~ Seminary mcluded a rich eolleetion of.Hebraica. 

With the h~lp of.some fairlyJrifluentiaI ·individuals and institutions, the 

Reform Movement in. Alhetica cQntinued to develop .throughorit.-tne latter half 

of the· nineteenth century. Most of the significant thanges and .adaptJitions 

which wotjld lrecom.:e-commonpiaee. within this new movenrent were

established years before t)le initial edition of the Jewish .EJJpo1tent was 

publishetl. However, 1.,y th~ time it did filially gp· to pr~ss on :April 15:, iS.87,, 

the Sxponrtnt was pr~pared to ·publish editorials and ·commentary- focused on 

the. religious reforms which pervaded nearly every aspe.ct ofJewish America. 

B. A Brief Review of Methodola-gy 

In total, the Jewish E:pp0nent published 12.a: articles, dutil)g· its first · 
·~ 

twelve and a half yea.ts (1 S:87-1899} of issues which are extapt, which related 

in ,80tne way., to the issue of Reform Judaism either in J~h11ad~lphi~ 

specifioally,, ornatioliwide. The majority of these artiele~ were either 

editQnals (75), oorresp.ortdence.(2.5Jotcig,ne:ws clips (22), The articles 

wbiclt will be presented in the followin:g ~ection were found by sear,ching the· 

. ._ th 1 .. 6»~0- rd·· ~'refonn'~ in the ''keyword" field. .fu prepariilg 
datab:ase using, e ~"'-·'' · · · ·· · 
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the dat4base• I included th~ keyw,.ord· "refoori'' with every entry that. 

mentioned Ref.onn theology, in.st'itutions or organizations,, thus making a 

complete s¢arch for -all such entries: more e.ffieient. This initial search 

.retrieved the.entire set of 12$ article entri~s. From the resqlts of tliis -search, I 

then narrowed the search criteria furtn~r~ searching for artfcles·;whieh 

· contained the ke~ords ''I-!UC ,;. ''lJAHC " or '~:CCAR. .,~ comtt1on ) '... ,, ., . . , . -

abbreviations for the three Reform institutions~ Hebrew Union College, 

Union C>f American Hebrew Oongregations and Central Conferenc-e of 

An1eri~an Rabbis. R,moiog these searches~ the database returned S6~ 33 and 

30 4(ticles!)" respectively. There ·w~re 12:2 articles printed wlri~b specm.cally 

mentioned at least one of the tbfee institutions of.the Refonii M.o~meht. Six 
- . . - ' ' - - -

articles. were· written· about the Reform Movement\vbich did n,ot mention -~Y 

ofthe institution$! Ctitiousl~7 a.search for "'Jewi'sh Theological Seminary ,_n 

more cqttveniently coded with the abbreviati.o.n, ~~rt~/" returned only 77 

~~ · -1 · ·1:.t is· the .00· oinal 1·2··,8· articles ro.erttioneci above, with which this w- ...:c es. .11 : ·· · ~ · · · ·· · - , 

.. ehaptet is primarily co~cettni:d. 

C. A Rev.iew of Specific .Articles 

, .al r •...,i.;_ .. ch. apter is. to -show: the utility ·of the database in 
The· ·go o Ulls · 

. . . . ·bin·· a subject such as Reform Judaism. Of course_, not all 
effecttvely ·researc. g · 



of the 128,artic1es·-..~Iat:adton,..,~ ·· J dai. b d. · d · tru· b · r· 
· ·· · · ~N .. •"' . ~cJ;onn: u • sm can < e 1scusse m · s · ne 

chapter. Nonetheless,. :an e:,famination of the.gen.er.al trends presented in 

articles published :by the Jewish Exponent be.tween 1887 and 1899 .illusttates 

how the .developing. tre:Qds:,afid $e)tim~nts· ofthe Refonri Movement affepted 

the people and the e.ity of Pbiladelpbi.~•.at that fu,,ne, 

As early a,s 11)~ Jewtsh Exponent's seeond is~ue,. the Refotm Movement 

was in~iud~d for disoussion:10 ·an its editorial page,. .a v~ry brief ~cle 

detailed financial contcibutions donated to both ttte Hebrew tJnion- C.otlege 

and the Union of American Hebrew. Congre:g~tions. Aoconfutg to the article, 

the .UAHC recejved nearly ;$2,.000 in ·dues, from its, Cincinnati members and 

IlUC re..ceived. $500 front' a private donor in Kansas. While this articl~ did. 

not offer any insight, bias or conjecture regarding.th~ donations or the 

instituti~ 'to ·which they wer:e made, it does s.erve to mfonn·the historian ·that 

the ·e.ditors of the newspaper·(or its readers) we.re intetested .in the. supp.on 

that these Reform .institutions· were .receiving, .. :Likewisi, an article appearing 

on July :g" J.881 tells us~ simply, that-the se,creta.r)' ·of the College; Mr. Jacob 

.. . birthd 11 Thi . d EzE,kiel, had celebrated bis seventy••fifth · · ' ay. · s, agam, _· oes not 

.... • .. , · ficant information for understanding communi(Y attiwde•s-, 
provide any s1gtll. . · 
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other than· indicating that· HUC :was iii f~ct recognized·,as a central :institution 

of American Jtjdai$m. It 'Was ~parent, thro_ugb arti~Ies ~uch a:s. these, that the 

geing_s~an of-the College were -of interest to Jewish eomm'unities at least·as far 

away as. Philadelphia. 

Occasionally., the Jewish Exponent friblished, in addition to its te..gular 

weekly i_ssue, a supplementary sec.tion. In -such. ·cases.,. th~re was· generally a 

noteworthy event wbicb the editors felt would be-st be teporte,9. in a .section 

devoted entirely to it In the 'Case of th~ supplertrent ·pu.blished along with the 

July 15,. fgg·7i issue, the editotswrote a two·pa;ge ·exposit;it,n about the Union 

ofAmetican.·Hebr.ew Congreg~tibns-~ ten~ annual .convention held in 

Alle,gheny City .12 The detailed report indicated who ·was· present~ who led. 

various sessjons, the ·-specific .goings.-on of the two;.;day event and the 

. resolutions voted up6n by its· c,Qnstituents; It was this, supplement which 

sparked a long series of .editorial commentary and corr.espond~nce offering, 

harsh qrlticism .. of lhe Union and of the Reform Movemeii,t. 

The tnain .editorial commentary.published one. week following• the 

. . - . d the UAHC eonvention in fittSbutgh (Allegheny 
supplement concerne. . · 

• 2 - , ,. . • 

1 
. the •edi'tor .stressed that the; ~eetin~ -~~did not introduce 

City)·.1"' In the arttc e, ··· 

· · . 188"1'\ sunnlement. 
,ll }bid, J,; 14 (Jul)' }5.,. . •<J, 6r 
I) Ibi~ 1:,15 ()uty·22, l&S7);.P· . 



40 

any new important .factor calculated to materially benefit or advance the ca,use 

of Judaism or of the Jews in this :country_'t~ They felt that those r~sponsible 

for the eonvention had been careful not to raise is·sues which might cause 

conflict within itseifot offer a pojnt of.attack to the outside world. The 

editors maintained that. this was probably to •the Union's. credit Additionally~ 

the. editors were pl~ased. that the U'nion,recogo.iz.ed the need. for a Sabbath 

School Union_. HoweveF~ with all tbis.,:lb.e e.Jlitots of the Expontht fimily 

believed that the U~'tm failed to present an.umber of importanJ concem:s~. 

he.net conimifting .a ''sfu of otnission_.,,, Pfunarily, ·they felr the members of the 

Union failed to reco¢.ze the unp~rtance of the ··soliqari~ of Israel (as a 

:people), the incr~asing ol)trage .at Jhe .. oppression of Jews. in Russia and• 

Roumania,.and th.e concews facing th~:nation with regard to immigration, 

It was· also with fuis ,article:; ,that the editors fumly asserted their 

opposition to the UAHC ~d-the Hebrew Union College. as Refonn 

institutions. The· ·editors, wrote:. "The Union.;may still contain a ntiiliber of 

. . . . . ...":.,,"e •"'o· ·no,!em:1tions but as a-body, its tendency• is. towards,..tadical conserva:u y' \;I b." ti"" .. ' 

reform. This fact may .be strenuo.u.sly denied~ bµt is nevertheless posi:ti.veiy 

. bli' ·h· · d It ·1eaders are radicaltefonners offhe school ofW~stem• 
e-st.a. s e , . s · 

A...,.;,. • ·an· R·e"'l\'\"11 Judaistn'. If there be conservative elements still within its 
ru.ueDC .. . · .Iv~~ 

all. we·· d•. but li"1"':1e. influence in the government of the Colleg~; "· midst~ they are O · · · · ·· 1.u . · 
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The, editQrs concluded their ·statem,nt that the reforming .. attitudb takens 

by the' Union with re$pe.ct to the Colleg~ hindered effot.ts to bridg~ ·gap,s m th~ 

American Jewish community. They maintained .that such-a stm.c~ had· 

"estranged many who would have otherwise giadly lent their strength and 

:influence to build up a UiliGn ·whi'rih in its breadth a;nd .seo:pe would have 

included all irit~rests ... ,., 

On July 29~ 1887; the· Jewish Exponent published a letter written. by, 

Or. Solomon Salis~Cohen -in ·which he condemned the actions of the "'radical. 

reform. ''14 Aside Jrom his. contention that this new Qriiou. would fail in.le$s, 

than a century;,s tune,, he· mostly.: ~a.,$. otf.ettded by their desire to remain 

connected with mainstream traditional Judaism,. To :Soli,s-CQhen, ·this grQup 

heid nothing_ in common with Judaism. ,He-believed that ·c'no amo:unt of 

speci~ pleading'' ,could make. it )udaism. He continued, observing_, ·~"It ·is no 

more Jud.a.ism thrui the ·worship of'the golden calf was M0saism .... ,,, In 'bis 

conclusion~ Dr. Solis-Cohen sugg~sted that the .members of this new 

movement proclaim ·their \'iews.,boldly on their ·own. merits - not on the fn,erits 

of Judaism~ He never declared that tbe·new te.ligion $.otdd cease to exist or 

. .d ... t h·-·"·e· the n·ght to· exist Rather, be advocated callitlg_ the new th.at 1t di no · av · ·· 

l4 Ibid,_ l:16 (July 29., 1881);, p. 7. 
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religion by another name, so that it·would not be··¢quated with the teachl1\gs 

and ·heliet system of traditional Judais~ 

After many weeks· of calm and quiet regarding this heated issue of 

radi~al reform,. a letter appeared two months later in tne ~ponent,. on 

Septeµiber 23, 1887_, which stirred.emotions again .. 15 Signed only 'With-the 

pseudonym, ·"I 'Seek,,, the · author. o.£ the ~orresponde.nce eq}lated. the struggles 

ensuing. between'C)rthodo~y and-Reform with the image of "two. generals 

engaged in battle." ,It was the authof,ys contention thatnejther side could W1h 

this war alone, .but rather Judaism could win itfue two sides would conie 

tog~ther in understandingr forging .a greater pe_aee, and a -stronger .Judaism. 

Aside fr.om these early. conce~, exp.res•sed with ~ch verve~ most of 

the ternaining ·articles leadiQ~ up to the• twentieth century were relatively 

tame.. Primarily, the. artidles ·were. general news items which r~pQ~d the< 

activiti¢s of the congr~ga.tions. They included aews-of rabbis, hired by 

various local synagogues~ gue:St lecturers or invitations of distant 

eongregati.ons wishing to have· local rabbis· speak to their worshippers. 

After.teviewing the database entrie5,, and viewing selected a:rtit"les~_it 

· . ·i that ·th· e h,w;sh Exnonent was able, to mclll}tain a fairly became•C ear _ . · J .c,,~ ·· r 
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unbiased ·position with regatif to its eharacterization of the-Reform: 

Movement. Of co\lrse there. app.eare.d editorials: and commentary which 

severely chastised those :$ffi}jated with tb.eiMovement, but·these articles came 

ftoin a selecf few ttaditi0nalist.s. Even though SQme of the.se. articles-·were, in 

fact, written by Il)einbers of the Expon.¢rtt staff: ,tlij paper was able to 

maintain a comfortable. balante" by frequently, pprit;ing very-positive and 

encoura,ging n~ws of the v~pus.institutions and s~agpgues of the .-&efonn 

Movement. Additionally~ rebuttal arti¢les by those affiliated··with the Reform 

··Movement~ or unaffiliateil s1,1pporters .of the Movement were printed in ·equal· 

measure. 

(m July 'I 7,,. }'891, an editorial appeared honoring the graduate-s dfthe 

Hebrew Union College as being men of great learning and scholatslrip, 16 
In 

the article,·"Oood·Men as Rabbis/' the editots indiea:ted that there were some 

mclj.viduals who_ did not agre.e·with the ideoiogy. ,ofthe College. However, •file 

majority .of the article highlighted the· educational c~pacity of the: institution. 

In D 
__ .. b· of tlie s· dme· y,.ear the, editors printed an article which gave . eee_m er , . · -~ , ' · · · 

.• .. .. . ta ·how· "1.e· · Refonn.Movement could improve its status fu .t)ie suggestions ,as . v. w · · · 

. . '-2di·n·onal Jewish collllllunity opp.6s¢d to it tr A. small 
eyes of the more· u~ " · · · · · 

16Jbid, 9:15 (July 17, \891), p:4,.. . 
n Ibid, l'O: 11 ~mt,er 18; 1891),· p,4 .. 
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editorial COlillnent appeared fu September, 1896, which spoke of.the Hebrew 

Um0n C.ollege's '~Semitic Scholarship ,;Js In th· · · · '. ·· .· ·h · A;t -•.;;.1 th . . . .. . e one paragrap ew., .on~, . e 

writer expr~ss,d regard for th¢ <;.ollege~;s spooiai courses, in Se.mitic studies. 

The-. author described the,eom:se as ~ailing for 'ifll,1eJ;l.cy in reading and 

tratisl.ating Heb.rew't and .a knowledge· ofHebrew·and Arabie :grammar_,; The 

edt"tot further stated that the Hebrew :Union ,College should no-longer serve as 

the object: ofderision by its opponents since:the standards for admission. to 

this preg,ram, and the quality of'the._program itself,. were quite high .. 

At various times througboutthe period, the Etponent published articles 

which told of the events of the various Refonn instjtgtions: .Nmu~x, there. 

~ppeared reports of the ordinatiqn exetcise,s frnm theliebrew Dnion College' 

in Cincinnati'. Sporadically, there would ·appear a:rtieles related to 

nnptovements ·or ,electioiis within the Union. While there welie-.many rabbis• 

:of an denom.i():a:tions who regularly authored articles for the Jewi$h Exponent, 

.on only two occasions were sermons.related specifically to.the Reform 

Movement printed fu. tfils newspaper during the period c<Wered in this thesis .. 

The firstwas a .Friday.evening se.nnon.·de}ivered on October 19., 1888 by 

R~bbi •Remy ruowizi, ne#IY two months «Uter he wa.s officially installed :as 

· nz, · . 4 
.lit lb1d,_ 2~:22 (September 18~ J:8:roJ, .P· , 



45 

the rabbi of A~th Jeshurun, a congreg,ation sympathetic to Reform.19 In the 

sermQn~ titled ,t'Reform: Tue True and .th.e False,'·' Rabbi ffiowizi de fin.es the 

term 'refonni :statjng that it "alway-s imnlies change for tb:e better high. er ~ . , ~ , 

nobler, ,and· a con:~ciousne.ss tha.t matters have onee been b.etter than they are 

now:n• After~ l~ngthy discd.urs~~ Iliowizi cQnclude(l.hi_s. rem~ks-, sj:ating that 

'~if fuclai:stfi b~ ,a living jnflnenee, a vital po:wer, (t necessarily .sµbsis~s by th'e 

c_onstant process. ofrefonn,~'· Further~he added that ~~without.reformiqg to 

satisfy the demands of the tiineS:,.Judai_sm could not live; it li:v:es be~ause it-ts 

reforming,. and .it is _reforming fu order tt:i live.'' In,examining, the articles 

which aJJpeared in the- E~ponent several we:eks prior to Rabbi lliowizi',s 

sennon~ .there did _not appear to ··be any significant. .event wbicb would have

.sparked :either the .s_ermo~. itself, er its pllblio·ation. 

the •other semion~ printed on April 2.8, 18_93, was attributed to Rev. l 

Leonard _ _Levy. This senµon was delivered_ .at his· inauguration· as Associate 

Rabbi of the Reform. congregation, Keneseth Israel, on April 22, 1 ·g93 .
20 

This 

. . . - --nm· --.-.:ly·. senied as bis intioduction to· the.,eongr.egation. In it, he-sermon p . -~u1 , 1 _ 

defined bis rabbinate 6$ an ''imitation. 9fthe prophets of old." It was in them 

that he searched for- bis strength and Jrls, wisdom. 

19· Ibid, 4c:2{()ctobeti9,_ l~S&),._p.5. 
ll>lbid, 1.3:4 (Apo! 28, 1593),,pJ .. 
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Rabbis whose,writing·aJ>o11,t Re.fom:1 Judaism appeared most frequently 

in the Jewish Expanent :between 188:.i and 1:8,99 included ·Henry Berko~tz 

(Reform) (12),,, Joseph Kran-skopf (Reform) (38) of K~.eseth. Israel ( I 8·87-

1923 ), Beniy lliowin (tF.aditfonai}(3.8}ot:A.dathJes1tutun and:Matcus 

Jastrow (traditional) (26}t .Rabbi-emeritus. of Rodef $halbm (l866-1892).2i 

There were many other :rabbis· whose opinions were published by the 

Exporiilnt during this time and :about this sribject, but .the .. four listed.a.hove 

were, by far, the most prolific. It is.important to note that the:Bxponent did. 
. . 

make space available to ·both liberal and tr~c;litional rabQis to present their 

opinions on a re~ar basis. The•fourrahbis list~d above ,authored 114 

articles alone which dealt with Reform Judaism during these years. 

Ih e~amioing the .a,nic1es \,Vri'.(ten by Berkowitz, Krauskopf, lliowizi and 

.r astrow I found it is interesting to ·note the .foci' of.their submissions. Rabbis 
'. -. , 

BerkoWitz. and I<rauskopf, hoth affiliated with the Reform Movernenf and 

.members• of the' first ,class of the Hebrew Union Colle.ge, devoted most of 

their ·writin_g to ~ommunity relations and gfnf;i'al social c·~us-es. With the 

,exceptions of'those times w.h'en they spoke or wrote •;;ibout the Torah ·portion 

. . . . ~&: J ·wi·· ·sh milestdnes they wrote ~bout ta¢e relations, .community-or .specwc e , · ,. 

. .
1
• . ~n•m- see.Murray Friedman (ed.),,.Je:wish life 1n Phil'ode/phio. 

21 For pasitil:Yns !)D the r~.ugious ~ ... _,.. . . . 
(Philadelphia; 1983). p.:l0:3. 
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wide pre.j:ndic·esi ma.triage, charity··oblig~tion.s:; :the. extendeti role of women in 

Jewish life} ethics concerns and interfaith relations.~ the"two more 

ttaditional :rabbis, in this survey, Rabbis Iliowizi (b. 1850 in Minsk; Russja) 

and Jastrow (b. 1829 in Posen:)~ fo.~used mo_s.t oftheir attention.on more 

religiously oriented subjects. Ag~ as with the two 'liberal rabbis~ lliowizi 

,and Jastrow did write· mticles apout the-Torah portion or specific evetttsil. but 

·asic:le• from those ·oceasiQns their foe-us tttined to issues· ofreligious 

observance .. and te1igious ,practice.23' n w<11i1d regularly be. the cas.e that the 

more traditionaj. _rabbis• would print opinions or ,sermons ·about religious 

pr~ctice @d issqes of faith;. and. the more liberal rabbis would concern 

themselves with issues related to the .People •whoni they served. 

D. Statistics,. Patterns and Analysis 

o.ertainly, frotn the number ofarti~les )mtten about Reform Judaism 

which· appeared in lhe E*pon.ent, .and the ideological bent of its• majoi: 

·•·Ii. . +. duan"· ·- g· •·the twelve and· a hat£ yeacperiod of this study, one would 
CQtttnuUl-QfS; 1 • •• • , • • • • . 

. _ --- . . · ._nn :;·fi ·. c·an·. t _;+;nue of the Jewish countullUty of Philadelpbiif. expe·9t sc,me s1~ · · · . \,i.lUJ.~ · - - · 



4.8 

While there were 128 articles printed on the-·sqbj'ect of_Re1or:rr4 it w.as c'QrioQS ·· 

to discover tl)t~ugh .e,~mnfua.tion•·of each article~ that v~ry. few spoke-to, 

concrete issues. In most ~ases, the articles were tnJrtdy imotmative; they 

stated (acts ~bout th~ institutiQns; accounted for donations or reea;pituf ated 

fairly mundane activities· Qf .either the He.brew.· Union College,. the Union of 

American Hebrew Congre;gations: or the· Central Conference o.f Am~rican 

'.Rabbis, 

The c)hility to d'efiile ·search criteria an;d utiJize tliedata,bas.~ to 

accurately retrieve-the reqc1~sted informati011.ibased on that criteria serves 'to. 

promote: the efficiency and value of the fotal project. As can be •seen m Table 

I~ using the info.rmatiPti eulled from searching, the database;. it ls possible: to 

.determine prtc{$~ly how manx articles ,of all typ,e.s~:telated to· Refomi 

Judaism~ were. printed in ~aeh extant volume of the .newspaper during the 

years· ·covered in this thesis; 
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V.~hunt Data 
--•"• 

. 
V:olmn~ DatB . 

1 4/15/1'.8iJ - 10/7/l887 
. 

.12 u 10/7/189Z - 313 L/189,.3 2 
2 10/14/1$8'7 -4/6/)8"8.8· 1 11 4114/18~:3 - 9/291189) 9 
3 4/13/18.88 - 10/5fl88;8. 4 14 l'0/6/1893 - 3/30/l894 2 
4 l'0/12/1888 - 4/5/1889 8 .21. .S./3/189..S -10/1'8/18.95 13 s 4/12/l~.89 - 10/4/J.889 IO 22 1 O.l2$/Hf9.5 - 4/24/1~9~ 2 
,6 . 101ntt$89 - 4i4ll890 9. 23 '5/1/18.96 - ]0/1611896 9 
7 4/10/.1890' - 10/.3/1890 6 24 l0/2:Jll8.96-- 4/16/J 897 0 
8, I:0/10/1.8'90· - 4/3'/1891 6 l5 4/23/UUi7 -1()/lS/1~9'7 j , 
9 : 4/10/ 189) • 10/2/189.1 It 26 10/2211897 - 3/2~/1-898 1 . 

10 l'0/9(1891- 4/111892 5 29, 4/2~/1899 - 10/13/1899 . '2 
11. 4/SDS.92 - 9/j0J.189,2. 8 30 10/2Wl ~99 - 12/29lta~9 2 

As can be easily se,en 'from the: table above, volume 24 did not include· 

any articles· related S.pecmcally to· R:etorm Judaism~ There were, howe'(er~ 

arti~les written ·by Reform rabbis p.rinted in this volUtile. Jn fac~,-Rabbi 

krauskopf delivered tw-0 sermons which were printed on.the front page-df the 

fixponent in volume 24 (i4:2 and 24:12). Uie first sennon was ti~ed, "The 

.Guard Neither Dies Nor Surrender$,,.,'? ,and_ioouse-d on faith in God.14 The 

sec.ond;; ~(;The Peqpl'e Without a -Gountty~,,:tocnsed on the Immigration 

Restriction Bill which had just passed the Ilouse and Senate· by a large 

majority .25 

ln·• examining those voliiines where significantly larger numbers of" 

.. 
1

. . . ·d w:1..'.:ch r0 Ia·ted·· :C!'pecifically to Reform Judaism {as ilidicat~d arttc es ~ppeare. ·. JJ1 · · "' ·· R · · 

,24 lb .. d.. '.'l4·,2 ,~ober 3.0, 18961, p;l. 
t ~ . "'i.N.• . . . . . . l 

ts Ibl<i. 24:11 (Januaty·8,, 1897), p . . 
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by the. chart above),. these mflated nunibers can be explained based on the 

events of the time periods. in wlii¢h th~y w~e published. For example, 

volmne·one cqntained nwn¢rous editorials ~d correspondence related to the 

early development and issues .of the Un.io'Q. of.American Bebrew 

:CohgregatiAns. .. and. the Hebrew· Union Colle.g~~ this was. the first opportunity

for public opinions to be expressed through this newspape1:; .and the editors 

took advantage of the opportunity to publish the Qpinions• of its. readers. The 

large number :of articles related.to this :subject printed m·volume nine 

primarily reflected editorial c.omment and public. tespo-~e to the UAHC 

,convention held in Baltimore, The: number of articles printed. in volume 21 

were primarily in.response lP the .annqa} convention of.the Centr.al 

Conference of American. Ral1bis held in Rothester~ NY~ in July, 1895. .. 

ru c_an be seen below,Jn Table 2;, it is po.ssible to. employ additiona1 

search. rouun:es thus ,enabling user~ of th:e database to. determiile how 
. . - . ' . ' 

frequently each type of article. (ie. ·editorial, new·sii etc,-) printed in each 

v:olume related to Reform jud_aisnr: 
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v~1 · . Date<; 
1 4/l.S7&1-1'Pnl&1 

1'.we . Quarif~v 
. Cottesnnn.dence 

1 
2 

f 
Editorial s 

1 
. .CitvNews l 

l 
R~view 2 

~ l 0/14181~l~f8'8 · 
S~nnl~~f. l . 
C@le'.'.ffll'.itiden4e 

3 "tit 3'/8~~ J:0/5/8$ 
} 

Cil'YNews l 
3 Editorial 
4 

3 
l 0l12t884/5/89 Citv Jiq'ew.s. r 

4 Edit0rial 
~ $:erm9n 

5. 
l 

Vi,l Datas, Twe. + A .M, _ ___.,'.l~ ' 

10. Corresoono.ence ·t 
11 -A'l8192.-9f30192 CitvNews ~ 
n C-tirr,P.<:nnndenge 1 
11 Editorial 1 
1'.2 Wtll92-3hl/9,1 Eoltox:ial l 
12 c .. ·ce 1 
13 4/14/93-9./19/.93 EditQrial. .3 
13 CitvNe}yS ·4 

. l3 S'c.rtnQn l 
13 :corre~<leni:;e 1 
14 10l6!93-3l)0l94 Eaitorial 2 

·4 
• ' Cpl\l'es:r>qniler;n:¢.· l 21 513.19.5.-.1 O/l8t9'S Editorial ;6 

5. <4ff2J89-J 0/4!89 . Co~~dai~ s 2'1· . CitvN~ws 1· 
§ Edi!Prial 

1 Ofl l/8.9.:4/4!90 
s 

6 Edittirial 5 
2.1 . ·cm:re{ .• .•. 

6· ce 
'22 10~5/9$--4/24/96 .. Editorial 1 . 

6. 
,, 

Ci:WN.ews I ·22 Cor-remnndence ·1 
:6 Conesoond~nce, 

-
3 ~ S/l /96. r()/1 iJ.,/96 ,CitvNews 3. 

.7 4110/JJO" i 0/3/90 . C:itv News l 23 EditQrial ,6 
l EdiJl>rial 5 25 4/23197..') t}/15./97 ~4iforial 3 

8 I' ·1 Oll0J'90:4/3191 ·. Cit¥News I 2$ CbrreSOlmdei:,,ce 2 
26 1 Q/22/97'-'3.12'5/98 

"' 

& EdjJQilal s faiitPtial l 

9. 4/l0/.91-lQ/2191 CitvN~ws 3 ;l.9 4t28l9.9-l Q/lc3./99 .Edfr~rial 2 

9 Edfforlal Q 3.0 l Q/20t9.fJ'-1ll')..9/99 EcilJimal 2. 

f(l 10/9./2 l-4/ l/92. Mttorial J 

10 Cit¥ News, :1 

To fully appre.<ti.ate the benefit of the: computerlzed .. database-, .one, can 

exaroloe Table 2, ahovec:' ancl. fuid. the·database entries related t<J it in 

Appendj;x C following tie•se cbftpters. fu.rewewing·the entries available in 

the· .appendix, one-can quickly• evaluate the worth of a particular article as it 

miglli·relate to one's own study. By examininf3 the date an articleappears:, its 

author, title or lceywords, a ·retea.reher will be able to determine more .quickly 

the relevence ofeach article to their own particuh1t study. 

The general Jack of polemics c.ontaitted within the· articles of the 

Jiewi$h Exponent establishes·the valu.e ofusing: itto. explote the Jewish 

. · · r· p,t.:1 .. ,J--lpl.;•.,. d· •• ~ng •the period,cov.ered in this thesis. Ag commwuty o 1w~~ U10 \»•.LU • · · - • · ' 



mentioned ·earlier in this chapter the· ed· 1·t· · ... · f ,..1.. · · · b·1-. · · , . · . ,· '. · ors o ·we n~:wspap.er ·were· a . · e to 

maintain a fairly<tmbiasedapproac.h to,theit over,all publication of articles 

related to the American Jewish c.ommunity, This was much in contrast to 

other Jewish. newspapers· ,of th.is era, such as the American Israelite of 

Cincinnati,_ t:he R~/i?,rtrJ Arlvoaate of Chicago and the Am·enoan Heh'lfew of 

New Y <:5rk; all .of which, to a certain .e~ent, maintained a particular .bias in 

their r~porting. It does not appeat that the· ~ditors··of the. Jewis]) Exp.0ner-,thad. 

Ute mtention of deyrigratmg the Refortn Movement. Generally, the editors •of 

th¢ Jewish· Exponent did ao·stain from polemic.s in their' editorials thro~gb.out 

the. years considered in this thesis p:nj~ect. Howeveri to e_xanrine this issue 

further it is recommendJd that the database be consulted and analyzed furtbet 

ac~ording to. the interests of the reader. 

:with few e.xcepti<iris, most of which were ··dis·CUS$ed above~ the 

. .information found in the "key.word'' field of the database-indicated that the 

.artieles ·presented in the E-xponent were merely printed ·for the s~e of 

di ' · .. . .. ·iii 0. •r -=-£Q1lliation:.abmit the various branches of Judaism ssemmatmg .new., 1wJ . 

. •. . . . ... _1~~ . h·-=-.· ea' t this tune. No newspaper could survive:without whieh were Uffi.illg s ~P · ·· 
• ·a1· ti., Th ' · ·• h • ·· · · · • · · Jew1s · .. ; h. . _1;, .. • lDl. .-0ns within its editon .sec, oa ... ~ 

offemig some: ar~ op • • 

_,.,_; ... 1 . xception. to this. However, the editors of the 
E,~ponent was ceJWWY no e · · · 

. ·.. " .·- .. tain a cons,istent balance when considering. 
,n~ewspapet were ab.le t<;> main· 
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~clti:s iot publication. As' has.'been de,scnbe.d in this-chapter., .editorials and 

reader ~omill~t::from ·varied r~ligious perspec.tiv,es were,:regularly inGluded 

for publication. For additional jns(gb.tregatdfug this or other issues it is . 

. strongly tecommended that readers ·of tins thesis c.onsw.t the database index to 

examine those areas and issues-which swt·Uieir partjcula.r curiosities.. 
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Cba.pter 3: iinmigr,3tion.Issues 

A. An Introd\lctiOn to ,th~ Is&ues .. 

Between 1870 and 1920,. millions uf Southe~ and Eastern Europeans 

left thew native homes~ settin~ saii for Americ,a~ Jofomg the ranks· of qthet 

ethnic groqp~, two million Jews fled poverty .and pogroms in•search of a more 

secure exjstence. They arrived in America penniless., but.,eager to settle in 

th:eu: new home .. 

In coniparison with other cities which hosted .inunigr.@ts, Phi)adelphla 

housed relatively few .newcome.rs. Pbiladel¢i1~, as only O'fi¢··of many possible 

American destinations, was. not seep. as a major center .of immigration. The 

qjcy did, however? .offer signfficant opportunities to' those. ·who' settled there. 

1eWish. in:imigr~ts :in Philadelphia enteted.the.workforc.e, bec.onring 

p:toductive citiz~ns in their new community, as peddlers,. merchants ~d 

sho.pke·epers.. they1 resorted to unskilled labor only when a,bsolµtely 

nee. • • . . , an· d' .t.en 0 .... :1'tl .. -porarily. Though fot ~ time tb.~ir lives wet~ little . -essacy; . ui . m.,.. wJ.U . . - , . 

improv¢d as comp~e4 to their experience fu the Pale1. th~ population 

'! . • ·d .. d th · . ·e·ty 0·f oc· cupations :among them became more diverse. mcre~e ·an . e van · · · 

_ , ha ... ·t . b' i"'ev.er will,prima.rilY co11cem itself with Jewish This c_ p er, O·" ..., 

. . .. . . . d-,- hi between April,, 1887·, and Decenib~r~ 1899,·the, 
1mnHgt,at10.n to J>hila · pi,p a · · 
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fitst years. of the. PU.blie.ation -of the /.l!Wis.h E~panent newspaper. the . .teperts 

of public · · · ·· di' · ·· ' · · -opimQn, e . tonal ,commentary and sermonic expression are taken 

directly.- frotQ· the pages of .the, newspaper itself, e)(cept ·where speotfically 

indicated. 

Jewish unnligration figures for the ye:ar.s ju~t prior t9 l881 ·,shoy;ed a 

trcmendQus ttiflux of newcomers. to America. Beginning with the massive 

wave of )!ussian immigration, in 1882, there were. s.o many 1mD11grants 

arriving that the societies-in place at the time were ill--equipped to deal 

effeotiv.ely with them; • In 18.84, an Association for the Protectjo.n of Jewisb 

Immigrants. was.follllded~ aiding 1,!)76 iadividuals·-during:the first year. The 

following year,. 2,310. needed help and. ~ac.h year more ~d more· requirett:

a:ssistance. During the first thirteen months, in their efforts) t0 assist newly 

.arriving Jewish tmmigrants, tbe A,ssoeiatian exhausted $1,805.82 of its 

budget-1 

S. E· .· . , ·en·· tart· 1·cles.pr· esented tne"issue ofhn~gration from :a . ome xpon . . .. 

• na1 " A;A.er a11 the Jewish c.oim;nunity ·of Philadelphia did not natto .. p·erspecflve . . n .u · · , · -

. .· • , . . ... •.Th· --. 11;tors of the Exponent felt it was important.-:if the eXIst m -a vacuum. . e ew • -

. . , . , . -. t _ to rep.art ·on new~ of their ·''co .. religionists~' 
pa:pe.r was to have any roen 

. . . . . .. ia (Philadelphia: The-LeVytype Company,.1894)_. p. tn. 
l BemyMotais~ Tfre.J~wsof Ph1Jadei~ ·' 



56 

&om arQund. the country, .. (The tertt) '"co-re.1igionisf1'·was· •Used frequently to. 

refer to other Jew&~ either locally, nationally Qr abroad.) One review of the 

national perspective came ftom Ilr~ A. Fried¢nw~d;Whi), spoke ·before the 

Hebrew Literacy Soe.iety.1. In his l~eture at the-Balm.note YoqngM~n's 

Hebrew AssocliUio~ he .detailed the waves qf immigration ofbcl$ German 

and Russia.nJews to America and how, after veIJ f~w years qfneeding 

assistance, members ofboth immigrant groups were .. able to become 

productive.members of society. (This article was published under the, 

beading, ~i.Baltimore City News," a feature tegubtrly:appearbig in:the pa,ges Qf 

the, Jewish Exponent.) 

Of course, not all Je.ws w.ho ·wanted to ·come to this cquntcy had yet 

done so. 'There were great numbers ofRussian Jews. w.ho,. for a ·multitude of 

reasons, had nQt yet left the.it hotn~land. On.one occasion, .reported in the 

pages of the Exponent~ MayeJ' Stilzb~tger is quoted from a l~cture be 

. . . . t· d ,.1; .. g= the •aoi-c condifions-oftheJ,ws_ rema;i.iring fu Russia:, J pres.en e . regarqm. • t.:I -~ 

. • ._,_ ... 1. ... t· .i~ ga~,emments··ofbqtJiRuasia and the United States· His··corrcemwas ~ - we !T • ·-· · 

. . _ 1. . , informing the world cQnnnunity about the harsh were mappropnate yJD1s ·.· -· 

- • -th·· e·R·ussian Jew·. conditi,ons oppresswg . ·. ·. --

· . . ·. · ., 9 1891), p. ,._ 
2 Jewi-sh Exponent 8: 14 (Janual'Y ~ . · 
3 Ibid 6::1 '(~ 25.", J889), P· 6-. 
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The Exponent played a significant role in r~porting the state of 

inunigration to Philadelphia as well as the 'impact which this newly arriving 

population had on the-larger community. In this chapter I will examine 

specific articles which helped to paint a picture of what was happ~nin:g during 

this period. 

B. ABriefReview ofMethodology 

Of the Jewish Exponent issues I was able to research (see chapter 1, 

p.23, for exclusions) (}ming the speeified time period, 199 articles appeared 

whfch dealt in some fashion, with the concerns of Jewish immigration. To 

further break down the distribution of attention paid to this issue, the 

following chart may prove helpful: 

# of Articles 

Editorials 99 
Sermons 1 
Su leroents 3 

Addl'tionally' a further breakdown of the types of City News articles proves 

. . . . e arriving at the Port ·of Philadelphia, the issue was 
that while JD1ro1grants wer -

gh 
to conunent .over,one hundred miles away in 

considered important enou 

tal 
of 7 4 City News articles related to Jewish 

Baitimo---re. There were -.a to 
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imnrigration during the period. Of thtse; 59 were included under the, h,eadiI\g, 

,·,Pml'adelpbia City Newst while 15 were contained in ~'Baltimore •City 

New.s. ~, Baltimore did have: its own immigrant populationi receiving, its sha;e 

either directly through its own port or thro11gh 'the. resettlement ·of those. 

irhl.Jtigrants arriving elsewhere. On rare occa_siQDs, the ExpQntrtf;•ev.e.n.had a 

r:eportet sent to Baltimoie to-cov:ersteamship l,ab.dmgs and the efforts ofthe· 

various aid societies which met the immigrants upon amval. While articles 

related to Baltimore's immigration ,are included in.the database1 for ,the 

purpos.es of this ·study only those articles which wer.e.directly·concemed·with 

Pbilade!phia~.s immigrant population are. included in this chapter. 

This chapter Mll not present every article which,refets tp imrtrigr.a,tidn 

!as it appeared in the newspaper. For a_glance.atthe .subJettmatter ofthese 

articles-; the r~ader is encouraged t.o ~amine the various -app.endiees at the· 

I .~ . ~thi thesis' w"':l'.'h list fu-chtonological order, eaeh database .cone us1on 01: , s · · · m~ · . , . . . -

I . . d. . · · · ~.;0- n rn.~·s chanter-however, ·will d~scribe a.. v.ariet:Y, entry re ate: to unroto--~"' . .1.w · . .. ~ -" 

. . . .. . . _ b . ~d on articles which appeared lll the Exponent. of 1mmtgration issues asv . · ... 

-.. - . ·. u1 . . rtan· c~-based either o.n.th~ 4µthor Qr partic'1lat Those of partie ar unpP · _,..,.~ •. 

_ _ _ _ . . . will· ·b··.. . ferred to specifically so as to further elucidate. 
mes.sage. .er concem · · · · _,e r.e · 

· b umni~tion :the primary issues related to· Jewi~ · , , · ' · · 
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C A, D. • f · . A.eview : · · · · · · ' · ·. ·· ,. 
· · · 0 · Specific Articles ~d Chronology oflinmj,giatiQJJ. tp, Philadelpbia 

:OnJy·Otie,cortgregational sermon preached QJi thesubjeet ofJewi$ 

immigration to Auteri:~a ap,peared:in the· ExjJQnent The -sertnon was 

delivered, by llev. Dr:. Jos~ph Krau$kopf at.a Sund(ty-'·Setvice at.Kenesetb 

Israel Congregation and appeared on January 8:, l&-97 .. 4 In Uris sermon, Rabbi 

Krauskopf paid particular attention to the Immigration Restriction Bill passing. 

through C.ongress·. He began his sennon by indicating that the "'Immigration 

Restriction BID has p.assetl the Hous.e and the S¢p.ate, by _a large majority. 

'Ther~ is li~e doubt but that'the President will ijpptove-, it." .Ktauskopfblamed 

the politicians who framed the bill, sayuig firmly that their ·intention was to: 

probibi.t the Russ.ian Jew., specifically, from·entering this country. 

Appearing only one month prior to the·publioation of Rabbi 

·x:rauskopf s :.sennon, a letter written by.Louis E. LevY condemning varioU;s 

gp:v.em:men(policies was received, and printed by the Jewtsh Expanent. s 1n 

···m· . -. ., . 
1 

.. Mr Le"\Af, expressed growing concerns· that earlier bills. t s front-p3.ge e,1i1,et; · .· • • J • -

passed by the United States .government, as well ·as ·attitudes of foreign 

. . 

◄ •Ibid, 24:1'2 (J~rum.y 3. 1'89.7), pJ . . 
5 Ibid, 2lt8 (Decenibet 11, l$96)1_P·1· 
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·g-0vemments. such.as Russia, Gert.oany and PQl:and, were, limiting the number 

of Jews able to ~ome to th.i~ country. 

In alL the Jewish Exp~nent published 8.0 ·articles. 'telated spec'ifically to 

the coilcl~nis-·d'fRussian inunigration duting.the years rovered. in·:tlris ·t1iesis. 

Included in this. number w~re edit9tjal.s (44),. cor.re~pondence {7) .and news 

articles from ,both. Philadelphia (9) and Balthnore (19). Ad.ditionally, there 

was :one sermon~ written by-Rev. Dr~ H~my· B~kowitz, which foc1,1s~d mb$tly 

·on the plight .Qf Jew·s still livin.g in Rus~ia rath~r than R~sian ... Jewish 

immigrants in America.6; Exclucling.th~ one sermon~.enly eight ether articles 

.related to th'e issues.of the 'Russian immigx:ants: were attributable, to ·individuals 
- + ' + 

other than the editors· of the Exponent. Some of·these were editorial 

·commentary submitted b:y readers... Others were submitted by vatio.us 

correspondents. Most of the articles,whicli were printed tbcu_sed on growing. 

•cono~m.s of Rus,sian oppr.ession tow.a.rd Jews: still 1ivi:ng in that ci,unt:ry. Fo:r 

:enrople., an unartributecfeditorial ,apveateQ in D~C'ember, 1896, which 

.a. ed-, -·· fl .. .... _·--~ ... . , ! ·tur-·e xf"ii.'e• d· eterioratfug•. eondition.iofRqssianJewry:7 Ou.er a eanw ptC . V UJ.l . -

.. ··- . 1 . m·-·'h ,11~e:re· •attn·• ·buted to a particul~ individu.al are.listed Those .attic. es. w C ·n . ,. . , - . 

below,: 
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Date VQl Num P-aee 

l/J:6/9,1 8 15 
'I\1>e, .Attrilfunon 

. 
5,, Cotrencindenee 

Title 
3/4/92 1U ~ 1 1Mtitoiia1 

R¢v'. Dr. Davk!-Da.v.ids.on "The D.i'cium of Historv" 
· Miss· l:Jenrictta .Szold "F0ur Centuries ana, Few· 

613791. ll 9 ·1 
CMtt2es.» 

Editorial B,B:. Hcirto~is: ''The Russian Jews in 

11'6191: 
-

ll 14 6 COlreSp<)nd#,n~ 
Ameri®~' 

J. 6QuJ,b,um, -Pb:ilad6lpfila ":Russian Jews.and.the 

1/6193 u 14 6 0ott~n.!Ieri.ce 
American Flali'? 

~/l,4/93 le~ :l:S. 2 Sertn(?n 
J,.o~li ,Jp~h:sefi '''A Ru$.an tn Philad¢tnruat• 
llev: Dr H~ ~ · ·:tz .. . . . . . ·O.Wl "-'The New Treaty with· · 

Rus.sia lJi\Amerie.an,& 

ll/:15/9'5 2:l 4 J 
JmmotcJf' 

-~orresponiteµ.ce Loµis E,. u,:vy,J~.SCI- ''The;'.Q:il$si8I\ Jewj.sh 
Refno~-in,Junerica" 

,111'22195 22 ·5. 6 · Correspondence Judex ''Afm.eman Ohristians and 
R:~mi Jewa" 

Hll13/99 29 2s l CQrre~ndenoo 
. . 
»~~l».wsky ''Judaism,and Jewish 

Eduqrtion in Russ~'.;, 

Of these eight ·artitl~s:r flv_e of them were written by people who m~de no 

other contribution to the Exp,/nen.t before I900 and:possibly never 

contributed again. {JiilY, Mi_ss Szold (6)►·Mt. Levy (8} and R:abbi Berkowitz 

(12) made 010re fr.e_quent contributions to tbe·new.spaper. 

To reviewing all -of the artkles which appeared. during thes~, years 

which related to the c.oncems of Russian immigration, there appeared to be no 

sw.eltof attention-paid to atiY one particular th~,:J,ie .. 'Th~re were~ however, a 

numb.er of thetneS which appeared with regular frequency. Most apparent 

was the negative opinion oftbe:Rus~ja,n imn'ligtants by-'the German. Jew•s now 

living in America (see 4:7, p.4; 9:21, p:4; 9:26.,,pcA}. AC,cor<ling to one 

arfic1ef though, it was the opinion of the author that many of the _neg~tive 

fe.elings express·ed by the German-Jewish comnnmity ·were, misguided and 

I 



inanpro,.priate~ The auth· 0 · · · d.. d G 
T . " -" • · r rennn e · · ennan-Jewish .Americans that they~ 

too, were once looked down UT:\Ol} when. thev cam~·t·o· -Am~ · s ·s·- ".,.,, ... 1 
Y . . '.l· . v . . ""nca. . e ,,_~ra.1 

artieles aP.Peared which described ·both the. condition and the ·attitude· of the 

Rus~ian~Jewish.umnigrants in ·mote positive w::,1ys. For. examp.k\ one editorial 

tried v~ry hard lo e¥.press the ,great efforts made by the Russuin Jews to:g~t 

an. eduqation and·to learn English ·in order •tti· succeed and advance their 

standing in Amerioa.9· Jn.,the article mentioned in the tabl~ abo'.Ve~ written by 

Joseph.Josephsen,, a recent immigrant, ·=the author tells the tale,ofhis own 

experiences with leamfug En_glish. Articles related to Russia;;, s oppression of 

its Jews appeared frequently fu both editorial ·co:rintien~ and 

cot.respondence tbrou,ghout the years coveted m•tfils• tbesx~, beginn·frlg. with 

volume fou((see 4:7,, Noveniber 23~-18·88, p..4). 

There had longbeen .concerns.~ even Q:y 1ews in the United States, that 

the jnflux: of new· iti)oiigrants would prove to be too .~eat a ·strain for the 

·economy. In 1887, repr-esentatives. of the-United Hebrew Charities 

. . . •, d th· - ,..,.,.;a+.;OD"Of 1 ·698 immiorants-.because they, were: 
Sl];nc:+••Gi.ne'. . . e ~epacu_.1 .u . . ? t," (.LU. I.J.V· -. . ' . , ,._.~ . - -

+ • + • 

. . . . . . · , . ; k 10 Tliis however, did not ·mean that all Jewish, unemployable Qr sic . , 



itnttiigrants were. being:,tumed away.. In fac~ the i 88.0s ·sa.w· latge-;se,aJe. 

in.unigration waves. from Easte"-'· Eurr.-pe +,... Amen,.c· a· A"·.c j;..,, - t· 1...~ t , ·· • -. • - --- .,~ "': "~ • . . . "" orl.llllg o ms onan 

Robert Tabak, (/'the. hierease 'in Je· niis:i. pop·~1aMon m· · Phila· d ... · 1 lti' ft • . -., . . . . ~ ..... ;u • • w u . . e~p a - · pm an 

estimated 15,000 in 1880 to 70;000 .in l-904 - changed not only the size, but 

the .norms of Jewish expression,.m,_cluding religious e.cxpression."11 While 

only a minority had clear theolpgiq.al definitiQns of Judaism:i the syitagogl)e.s 

they ·went to;>. their way o-f eat;in.g, and their patterns oflmliday· and life-cyc.Ie 

observanc.e, tied them to traciitional.Judaisnt This increase fu population did, 

ind~ed, put a strain on_ community resources. While various agencies· in the 

.early 188'.0s were ~ticipatj.Iig the .arrival .of only 1$0 immigrants eaeh month1 

the nunib.ers far ex:cet;ded ail ,expectations. Of c.ourse, this created the n~ed 

for additi011al fund:s and peopie ·to facilitate the immigration. process. on these 

shote--s. While an immigrant.and· mutual aid socjet.y'bad been in existence 

since 11·84, this organizatjon·was not prep~ed to,assist in. the relocation of 

·tbe thous~ds· .of ,immigrants-arriving at this fast pac.e. 

Through the effQrt.s of Moses Dtopsie,, Mayer S-qlzber.g~, Louis ·E. 

Levy, Sjnion Muhr,; Alfred T. Jones apd·other prouiinent Jews,.a new and 

· · .. . , . Transitioh,'., ;.n Je~sh Life in Philad~1pliia 1$1'<kl'94..0~ ed Murray 
, 1 :Robert Tabak, ... ()rthodQx· JudaiSffl J.D.. ~ - . . . . 

Fri- (P.hila4e.1Ethia, .I98~~•!•P· -4:8. 
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improl'ed in:imigrant aid society was -created. '.(hey cte,ated tlte, As.soGiation of 

Jewish 1romigrants of p·hil, a· d·:-1·· ru·· (·c. ·- • . -· · · - e P. a · :tonnally orgaruzed ilJ, the. fall of 18,84) 

which aJt.empted to assist i~"'; OT-:»~~- ~om the m· ome·n· 1 th. · .-1. -. --· •b --k-. d. · · ~~u,u.~-, u · ·. · . ey wsem ar e .. 

their. ship to the time they were settled with. food;. clo.thing and shelter. In 

addition, the Association 'attatigtd for the. prQper colle.ctian .of the bagg~ge 

and the payment ofnecessary port ~es. 

In an editorial printed on '.Augu~f 12, 1887 titl{;d. "''Out Ttmmgrant$,,., ~the 

· editors spoke to the direct benefit ·munigrants and the general Jewish 

·CQIIlniunity received from thework of the Association of Jewish 

Immigrants.12 This article indicates the potentially disastrous nature.of the· 

ma:ss of iromigtan~ arriving_ :at Philadelphia, stating that '~while· most come 

te.ady .to worlc, ali ai,:ive po.or and u:i. need .. '1 Howeve.t, the work of th~

Associatio~ ''has· aided not only the.1mroigram.s themselves, but it has rolled · 

away what would bav~ ·become a reproaQh to the Jewish-name."· No less 

important, this editorial indicated how the Association went to gr:eat lengths 

to warn-potential UDIIJl_gants m. theirliome· countries "ofthe ·har,sh conditioQS: 

to which they [wo\lldJ be comp_elled to subject theJi)selves.
1

' The-article, in 

, ... ·. . , 1· . be· -a uraril:Ul,g to p· otential immigrants n;ot to come0to essence, appears . o _ " ' . -·. . . -

12 Ibid, 1:.18 (.August rz ... 1-ss.1>.,-P·6• 



America with false hopes.and··exne~ ... ti· ,.. . . . ..,. . . 
· '-".t" " -~ ~ns, and perhaps not.t9 ,come to. 

Anierica at all. The Assaciation ,,was dom· g··· .i. . b. t .• . I . . . . · · · · · · ·. . , we es · 1t cou d With the· funds 

available l(l it but it seems as thount. imm{gr· ant . . . •C.. • • . - • . •• • . 

· • · 5,1-J. u..uu.u, · · . s were arnVI.t1g· expecting 

more t.hafi the Association was able to give. AU the efforts of the Associtttion 

imposed h.eavy bur.dens on its finan~ial stability. In. an .. editorial plea 

published Au~st 10, 1888, an appecll. wa:s made on.pehalf ofth~ As.sociation 

to rais.e funds to continue. the work of the grt:>up.13 On Match 22.:, 1889, a 

stronger .appeal was nece-s..s.acy'. Louis• Levy mote an editorfal to the whole of 

the Jewish community of Philadelphia stres.sing how the work of the 

Associatjon seem~d to be misunderstood. 14 E'Vidently.- the .community 

believed that•the Associ~tion's:work was responsible for the.inc.te·~ed. 

mtiltitude,of.immigrant~; whereas the Association contended that their work 

oiJ}y assisted those immigrants who arrived otlbeir own volition. Reg~dtess:, 

the funds of this Association were rapidly being· depleted and few· donors 

· · · ~ · -~;~ tr1. th. e nee;.:as of the ·oroup The arliele listed:the names and were·,responw,ug v · · . ~ · · lT · • · · 

· ~.dr· ·. •. . . - • . . ber·s 0~ the A:ssoc1ation to whom donations could be ao esse.s of six.tee~ mem . . . .1 · ·• 

s,ent. J\mong·tbese.wer~ Simon.Muhr, H~ Morais, Charle_s.Hoflman" 

Philip Lewin and Joseph Krau.skopf 
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it WcJS recognized very ~atly ui the printing of the Jew-ish Exponent that 

tbe new immigrants required other kinds ofsupport ill addition to the· fui~cial 

htlp already pnivided tl\em by the Association. In an editori¢ printed on 

May :8;, 1887 ,. oonoern regarding:'the moral, secial and mental progress :of the 

. . . . 1$ 
1mm1grants w:as presented. · The-editors~ wbile n(}toffering ·any immediate 

solutions?. ,eommende,d those indiv.idu~Js:1and organizations which_had 

acce.pted responsibility for the welfare. of the immi,grant.s; At the same time, 

the editors recognized thijf .. commendation alone ·.cotild not be: the sole 

response to the -needs of the, immigrants.. Rather:. the Exponent also took it 

upon itself to serve as an e:ffective. forurn,- bringfu,g the neeps of the. 

immigrants,\.-•d the-·.soeieties in place to assist them, into the·public·eye .. 

One year.later:,. on June lS, 18881 inc~eased numbers of.immigrants 

w,ere reported m the ~'Philadelphia City News" $e·cfion of the E:xpon.en:t..
16 

According to a~report by the Ass.ocfa.pon_; 318 Jewish· inn:nigmnts ha~ .land~d 

at Philadelphia·during the,.pr.evious .six: weeks; an incr~a.s.e orl 70 over those 

lan~g-during th~ corresponding p·~riod of the previous year. The· article 

... ·t . . . ·ifi ~-am-nle·"' .of the. degre•· e of aid given to individuals of all ages as 
01. es spe.c . c e~. ,,.. ..:, . . -

.i:i.. . • ·d t .i. . p· o·· ..... rr1...e· ,r.nu~ish Exnonenl tried very hard to ~ast the llllCf ~ve. a UJ-e ' 'H. HJ. J~"'· r · 

Hi Jbi~ 1:4 ~y 8, 1881), p.8. 
'§ Ibid. 3':I0: (June i.5; 1s·~s)~ p.5. 
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Assoc-iatioJl and the 'immigr~ts hi a g0.od ligh~, indicating the good work of 

die. group as. well · as' how the .newam .. ·:,t·,als c·o· -·-id b fit·· th·. al . . •. . • , .. ·~ . w. eQe_ .. . e g~ei . soetety. 

On October .2S, 1889~ Mayer Sulzber,ger's lecture b~folie the·· 

Phil~delphia:_ YMHA rt,garditig the "R:ussian~Je:wish Problem m Ainim.oa~' 

was. printed in the· Jewtsh: E~piJnent: 11 In his lecture., as. reported by the. 

new.;sp.aper, Mr. Sulzberger referred. to .the "'downtown brethren'' as a "'lowly 

class of.citizen$" ·who w~r~ desperately in nted ·of ''cJlltivating, •educating and 

improv.ing._,,. It ·was his opinion:,. as well? that the As$ociatton was not dori!g 

nearly :enough - whether it was 'in their means or not - to prow-de such 

assistance; to: them. fµrtber, )ledeclared,,«there was.room for anew 

association;, to .. eomplete the· task. 

The. Npvember 15., 1889 issue ofthe:Jewish E~pon.ent PQQlished the 

events of tlre-~ual meeting of the Association of Jewish Jrnm\gratt~.
18 

At 

thi,s. meeting l,olh the annual report was· -made an.ct elections were. held. 

Additionally reports .ofthe past year's,1DlJiligt'·attoti statisti~s weter~Vi~wed. 
. . . ? 

A"- • . ·rt· d ... thl. "s ... ,.;.fole 1 288· Jewish :immigrants .anived at the·port 
r.u; 1t·wasrepo e m .· · c;u.,~ . , ~ · · · · 

ofPhiladelphia frotn Noverob.er 1, 1888 to Nov.ember I, 1.889 . . Ofthose, .. 6:37 

. .. · · · . . -
1
. :a....: B· · ... "'om· pan~ sori . 87 headed .for .Baltimore·,and 296 for 

stayed UI Phllade plJ.la, , . Y ~ . · ' -

. 

i ;, Ibid, 6~3 (Qct~r 2'5:,, l8.89). P-6- .• 
'18 lbi<J; 6:6 (Novem~r-15 •. .J8~9), p: 6• 
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New York. Ofthtrtotal numhe·r of·mum· .. • ... _. c 98 - . -· · - · · grant~ ,;j" · · · .. w.ere engaged in ietme 

ttade; 57 different occQpations. w.er:e repre_sented) including 98 ,p.eddlers, i3, 

merchants and 3 sho.thett,n .. It was-aoreed by the m· ·e -1.. ,_.. • . tt ;,..,._ "1..at 
t;p., • . . .. muei:s m a •. en\Jailce w .. 

the work .of. the Association during the, past year w_as at lea.st satisfactory. Of 

course~. thete were still fin,aneta,l. concerns. For the next te~ :Mr. Louis E. 

Levy Wa$ ele_cted· president;. Mr. Ja~ob Miller,. v.iee~president; and Mr .. Simon 

Muhr, secretary. Others,eleote(i to varioµs positio;nsinclndedMr. Charles·, 

Hoffman, Mr. Philip Lewin and Rabbi Joseph I<rauskopf. 

Problems associated ·witb_increased immigration figure~ were detailed 

hi a City. News.article printed on· Jtµy 1,81 1·S90. 19 In this report, ,the Society 

of the Unit.ed He.brew Charitie.s r~potted spending more mon~y than ever 

before, .due to the·tremendous growf.h in applicants. Evidently, more mdigtnt 

immigrants- w.:ere either landing in Philadelphia or were being transported to 

PhiladelpJria from New York than had be.en e~ected. To furihe:r complieate' 

th~ issue, the AssOGiation of Jewish Imn.rigtant.s was. also overburdened and 

· • ·· .. _ ... 'd' A· -: din to th:is article. Dr. Morris -tm3l)Je to sattsfy·.requests. for ai · · c,cot - g · .,. 

J-. _ .. 1 tt . t'o·. the board of the. Cha.rities in which he called . astrow ,. Jr•,: s<,nt a e · er. : · · · 

_ _ . . . . . .. . ., , . um· her ofp, oor immigra.nts and as'ked that the: 
~ttentron to the mcreasmg n · 
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matter.be considered Great c· on·cem d . 1. . d · .~ · · · . · · . eve ope regarding the lax ~ttention 

paid to. fhe immigration laws limiting the n.um:ber efpoor immigrants. allowed 

to enter the U.S.. T.hey were 'Concern· : ··Ad funi fb• er· e · . •· · t gh 1:-~ · 
. • .., (U, · . ·· were no · .. enou · . U1Wts· on 

immigration.. Such concerns were,. voiced repeat~dly. and reported often by 

the E~J!Ofl:ent (see also: Al}gll.st l , 1890-1::17.;, p, 6}. 

The followfug month~ appearing in ihe.i\ugust 1, 1890 issue ofthe 

, Jewrsh .Exponent; was an edit(}rial which took a very different position on the 

iimnigr~tion. issue. In it~ the edit~rs· ·.ask~d the qifficU.)t qu(}stion; How could 

we clo;se the doors to• downtrodden :and ·oppressed Jewish im:migr,ant~) turning 

them away ft.om this. country? The editors suggested thattbe Umted States 

Jewish.community,. which was tecei_ving nearly 30,000 new Jewish 

immigrants ev~cy ·y:ear, was suddenly. becoming overly selfish a.nd prejudiced 

against a .g~tieratly .enthusiastic and·promising eommunity which had among it 

a few '"'paupe.ts,, knaves,and fools.'·~ One year later,, on August 14,. 1891, the 

&pon~nt publishe<l the figures for immigatiqn to Philade~phiaior the 

· · · ,.th 20 ·1n· :i.t.e artt·"fi.Je· .. the Association of Je:wish Immigrants preVIous mon .· . w _. ~· , · · · , -

rt dl .. . · •. t . d th l ..... · mes··t ri,um· ·· ber· ofiiJmrigr· ants in its.history: 500 new tepo e .. y assis e e . cue, · - .u . 

. . · • ·d' at· Phil' ·a-·de·lphla· th. at month alone. J'ewish men and. women arn:ve · ·: ·, · · · ·· · · ,. · 
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An .interesting tum.·of •events oecuued in April, i,g,99~ Aoc_ording to a 

report published May 19.1899 the ficniT~S J:'.or that· A ·:m· ,, · · · .· · ti·· , ,. • • e,--~ . .1, . •. p s 1mm1gra on 

showed. the smallest number of immlgrants .arrivin&.:•m Phifa.delphia than m 

· any other April sinc.e 188'9' ~ 3'1, c<;>mpared to 23 innnigrants recei~ed ten 

years -earlier.21 
By contrast, the largest nnmber of immigrants reportedly 

cam.e. iiI April; 1891., when. the port of Philadelphia proce~s:ed 402 n.ew J ewisb 

.arrivals. The report offers some. explanation for the decline . . Apparently 

rumors had spread that the steamship companfo:s w.ere preparin_g to lower 

.their rues to America, thus :creating less o.f an urgency f0.r Jews to leave their 

native lands, in antie.ipation of the. re:du.c.ed rate$. Ufi.foJ:tug.ately, an 

agreement ma,intained by the. ste:amship cpmpani~s-never allowed fot the 

redocti_on. · This· event did, howeve(, ~lo~ for the v~ous· aid agenci~s to 

breath mQre. comfortably and recoup from the previous months' steady- wave 

of new arrivals. 

T-o further ~phasize the decline in Jewish·-inmrigration, an article 

0 
, b' .. 20 1899 pr' esenting. a coitiparison of the pr~vious five .appeared .on cto er a , • - • 

. . . _ _ . . .. • . t th . .,._.i.nie·. ,p· eriod. of the pre\'ibus. y.ear ?2 The May-months' ·number:s. agams · · e ~ · · · 

September,. l'899·flgures reported 85.0 .Jewish aliens had -arcived ·at 
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Phila4elphia, while the same ·pen d th . " ·. . . 
~~o ·· e pre"1:ous y.earhad recorded 1,213. 

These li\llllbers were also compared to th t . tal . -; .. . .. · · · ·· · e · o . population of unnngrants who 

had arrive.cl at Philadelphia during these two periods; 7;9:24 in 1899, 

compared to 6:,0817 in lS.98. 

Sevetal week:s- fat-er~. a report of the. fifteenth annual meeting of the 

Ass.oeiation of Jewish lmtnigrants ·was presented.~J In the :report, prepared by 

th.e Association's ptesid~t, Louis E. Levy,immigration statistics from 

November~ 1898 through N.ov..emb.er1 1899, were·•d.etailed.and.illu.strated. Fo_r 

that twelve-month .Period; a total of. l ~649 Je:wish b:nniigrants· were ree,eive& -

a decline of 430 ·.from the previous twelve-month. period. Of those:who 

arrived during. I S99, 319 were directly Q.Ssisted by the Association. The 

others were either met by .family-•or .friend·s and needed no additional ·support 

Qr weie sick and. ·had to be returned to ·th€} pative countries. This article also 

indioated that 1;264 ofthese immigra).lts c.ame frotaRussia~ 209 from G~cia, 

:85 from Romnania, 58 from.Hungary, 20 from Gennany, 7. froro·England, 3 

from Bakov.ines and ene from each of Swed.en, F®,ice ,and' Pei:sia. 

During 1:he years cove1edin this the·sis, LotlisiE~ Levy wrote. nine 

. .. . . . . 1 d t the Association of 1ewish 
letters ,to ,the Jewish Exponent re ate O 

· -



J . t f ' ' _mm1_gran :S,. o Which he was president and·. the 1··ss····es . .- . . . 
. - . , . . .u • conce,n;tllg 

immigration to Philadelphia. 1n ·b1.s·1as.t letter submitted fot publication Qn 

bee.ember. 15, 1899 ~ Mr. Levy addressed the issue of the decline in Jewish 

immfgration to ,Philadelphla.24 L~vy, blamed the d.eeline on two 'factnr&: l) 

steainship rout~s-~g·to the .east, and 2) a .general shift incthe .overall 

trends:of inunigration. Acc.ording_to both the r~port by Levy" and an editorial 

which :appe.ared in the same issue, no single· event c<:mld· explain the ,decline. 

Unfortunately., ·as was often· the,case working with this newspaper? these 

articles were :copied to•,mierofilm poorly mid ·were nearly illegible: It.was 

possible
1 
however, 'to .see that by the e:nd of the centucy" the treas.:urer's rep9rt 

ofthe fii1mt9iw, stability·efthe Association of Jewish Immigrants painted a 

particulatfy distressing picture. Du~ to increased demands placed on it and 

the decline Qf dQrurtions, the.treasury had dropped to·only S535.60. An 

uc.gt.nt plea at the end of this article •called for fuc:reased dona.tions to support 

the organization." s 'efforts•.-

D. Statistics., Patterns. and .Analf-sis 

_ . ., ··th ... ,. .. e an· 'd a balf y·ears e.overed in this thes{s, the Throughout · e twtaV: · ·· · · 
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attention paid. to the issues sun:ounding immigr:ation concerns varied. This is, 

not to say that the problems. waxed ,or waned from one year-to· another, but 

immigratiQn was not the. oilly concern with which this .newspaper was 

occupied. The. i_s$ue <:>f immigration may certajitly have-seem~.d .m.~r,e. 

pr~ssing: at some tim~s than.at others. Likely., this would be the case. in years 

when immigration figures showed a particular1¥ large:·ntu:nber- of imnri_grants· 

aniving at Philadelphia~ Bee.aus·e of this, .it is possible to assume that, just as 

editors ·control newspa,er c.ontent today, the editors of·the J~~sh Exponen.t 

felt their limited space .might better be. used· to _p~bli'sh.articles related to other 

issues: As can be.se.en in Table 1, using the infotmatio.n culled from . . .... . 

searching the database, it is possible to detetnrltte precisely how many article£ 

•of itll ty,p.e,s rel~ted to immigration: during these years were printed in-e.aeh 

volume of the newsp,aper: 

.. 'Villume Daw . 
'V:_ohmie Date! 

. '. 

l0/7n892 - 3'/31/1893 6 
4/15118~7 - 1.0/7/1887 '7' )2 

l 4jj,4/1&93- 9/29./1893 9 · 
10/1411'88i-4./6/18·88 6 J3 

2_ I 

10 14 10/o/1893 - 3'l3.0t L89.4 9 
3 4/15.h.S,88 .. ',10/511.888 

14 2l '5/3/1-895 - WlI.8li895 6, 

4 10/1211.888 - 4/~/188,9 -
9 2Q 1'0125/1~95 -· 4/24/1'896 8 

5, 4/12/l 8·8:~ ... J.0/411'8~'9 
13 -23 5/1/18.96 - l0/16H8.96 2. 

6 1011 u.rsa9 -A/411890 
10 24 10/23/'18:96_- 4/16/TS.9.'.7'. 11 

1 4l10/.l890 - lQ/;3/~8~.P 25 . ,· 41,2J.f 1,897 - .] Oll '51,l8:Q7' 5 
l_l 

8 10/l0/189.0-·4/3/1891 ·26 l 0/22/1897 - 3/25/lS,98 10 

9 -4110/1891-10/2/~891 26 
-4/2g/,1899 .. H>fi 3/f899 3 . 29 

1.0 10/9/1~91 - 4/111892' 7 
J.Q/20/.18.99·- 12/29/la9'9, 6· 

4/8/1892 - '9} 30/'l,8.92'. 
6 30 

11 
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Additionally, using the database, it is poss.ible to more clearly illustrate 

ho.w frequently each type of article (i.e. editorial, news.; etc) in each volume 

related to immigration appeared. As can be seen in Table 2 below, there 

were some volwnes (each volume constituted of, generally, 26 issues) which 

did not include ~cles of a ,particular. type related to immigration issues. 

There were some volu.tnes however, such as volwne nine (1891 ), which 

included considerably more articles related to issues of immigration than 

others. 

([aple2) 

V_oJ Daus T~e Quentit__y 12 JOn/92-3/31/91 City News l 
1 4/15/87-L0fl/87 
l 
] - - - -

F -

2 l 0/I 4/87-4/6/88 
2 
3 4/13/8S- l 0/5/88' 
j -
3 
4 l 0/12/88-4/5/89 
4 
5 4/ ] 2/89.'l 0/4/89 
5 
5 
6: 10/1 >1/39-4/4/90 

' 6 tr ~ .. , . ~ 

6 ir- ~ -·~- -
-

7 4/10/90~ I 0/3/90 
7 

' 7 ., - I ,.._ .. , 

8 1-0/10/90-4/3/9 l 
8 . 

a 
-

8 - - ·-·• . -
9 4/10/91 -'10/1/9 l 
9 - - . 

9 ,-- -- - --· 
LO 10/9/91-4/1/92 
10 - _,._ 

lJ 418192-9/30/92 
11 

' 

Cor dence l 
EditQrial s 
CjfyNews l 

Editorial 4 
CitvNews 2 
CitY, News 5 
Editorial 3 

Corresooodence 2 
Cit}'News 5 

Editori.al 5 
Corresoondencc · 3 

Editorial 1 
5 Ci!YNews 
5 Editorial 
7 CityNews 
I C dence 
4 City News 
3 Corresoonden~ 

Editorial 3 

City News 6 
4 Edjtorial 

.,...dence l C 
14 City. News 
10 Editori-1 

Conest>Ondence- 2 
5 Editorial -
2 CifyNews, 
3 City News 
3 Edit-0rial -

12 Corresponde:nce 
12 Editorial 
13 4/14/9'3,9/29/9l Editorial 
13 - CitvNews 
14 10/6/93-3/30/94 Editorial 
14 "' - - .. -· - Correspondence 
14 ·· City News 
21 513/95-1 DI I 8/25 Editorial 
21 _ City News 

22 tot25/95-4/24/96 Editorial 
22 ~ _ Corr~ dence 

23 .S-/1196-10/16-/96 City News 
_ Editorial 23 - -- . 

24 i0/23/96-4/16/97 Editorial 
24 .~ , • .. ... . . C.otreSPOndence 

- - Sennpn 24 
: Editorial 25 4/23/97-10/15/97 

City News 
;~ ~/,/a2i91~3/Z519& Edito~ 
26 ~ - - Cottesoond~ 

. 26 City News 

JO _ - _ City Nev,,s 
- Cu. dence 

30 

l 
4. 

5 
9 
2 
3 
4 
2 
6 
,2 

I 
1 
9 
1 
I 
4 

1 
6 
1 
3 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
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·These statistics can be examined . . 
· m a vanety of ways, thus enabling a 

researcher to pinpoint data of parti 1 . -~u ar relevance to therr study. For 

example, using the database search utility 1 · .bl . . . , was a e to examme all 

correspondence entries related to iinmi ti' . gra on issues. Table. 3, below, is a 

representation of the· frequ - f th . ency o ese oecurrences. Using proper s.earch 

field identifiers, one-could easily compile a similar list based on the focus_ of 

their particular study. 

(Table 3: Volume number and correlating quantity of"correspondence" articles.) 

Volumt Ouantitv Volu,me Ou•ntitv 
l 1 12 I 
3 2 14 2 
5 3 22 2 

6 1 24 1 
7 3 26 1 
8 2 30 1 
9 2 

By using the infonnation from Table 3 above,. one can quickly see that 

no single volume of the Exponent published significantly more 

correspondence articles than any other volume. It appears that the Exponent 

published its "Correspondence'' articles much like modem newspapers print 

"Letters to the Editor." While the letters may appear in every edition of the 

paper, every letter may not be directly related to the same subject. So too, in 

the case of the "Correspondence'' appearing in the Exponent, while most 
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. issues of the pap.er contained letters from readers,. not all the letters ·were 

dire,ctly relevant to· Philadelphia OT, in this particmar case, . to ll.lllll(gration. 

Br nmowing .1ny search as above, :it is, clear th~t no cotrespoiiden:ce 

article~ 31?.peared in volum~s other than those listed, In compatjson. with 

0tber ~c1e types, it is als0 easyto·see. that this was not the primary venue 

for dis¢li$smg these isslles. The·~'City News~? and '"Editorial;, sections of the 

newspaper devoted far more atte..ritiQn to tbe: is~ue •ofuninigrauon .than any 

other article type;. This is e;i:sily ex-plained, as these two sectjotis were x:egµla.r 

features-.of the.Jewish Exponent, appeatiQg jn neijr'ly ,every i$sue: All (;)tiler 

article fyp.es,(i.e., -sennons, cottespondence,,.etc_.} appeared more spQradic.ally. 

FQr the purpos,e of e,xawnin:g the· news and-·editorial-.atticles ·Which 

·related_ specifically to im.nrlgtatidtt eonc.erns, rable 4 shows the .frequency 0f 

eclitori~s, and Table' 5 ·shows the frequency of new~ .articl~s publishe,o: 

ft'ahle 4·: Ed,ijprials} 

·Vo) ,Quantity Vol ~ 

I 5~ l~ 4 
.. 

14 9 2 .4 
, 3 s 21. 4 

4 5 2Z 6 

5 1 13 1 

6 ·S 2.4'· 9 . 

7, 3, 25· 4 

8 4 26 6 

9 10 29 1 
.. 30 3 

11 .3 . 

Vol Quan~ vor Qu.ntify 

1 1 .u, 1 

1 2 l ,l · j 
. 

1 s 14 3 

4 s .21 2 

15 .5. :n 1 

6 7 '23 l 

r ·4 Z4· 0 

8 6 '25 l 

9 14 '26 j 
- -

10 1 29 2 
. ,n 3 30 2 

. . . 

.·u 4 
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In speei.fic.ally examining the City News artjcles printed in the 

Exnvnent based on th·. e-data· •b•. a·. - . • . r ' · · · · · · . -. · ,.se ,entries searehed,, lhe majQrity of th~se 

atticl~s. are brief re.capitulations ofth· · e ,m·o· n~1.. 's · . . . · -h. " . . . . • . •. 
. . . , . lll mmngra:uon statistics. 

However,, there.are a few articles. m this se:ction:which el~borated on: 

particular themes. For e'Xample, an article ~Rpea(,ed on Au~st 21 , 1891 

which w,as · titled" '~How. the In:nnigrant_s Land. ~;2s ·Uns~ in itsel{? was· a little 

out of pl~ee, as. v~ty few article$ un_der. the "City New$.~' heajfittg were· given 

tid~s: This article was written to describe the general cbndition of the, 

immigrants as they· arrived at the :port of Philadelphia. This article,, taking up 

most of the eentet coJw:rtn on page l i $poke spe.eifically about tho·se 

disembarking from two, ~team.ships the previous week. It d~taiied the routines 

imposed by the. po.rt ·offi¥i.als with regard to h~alth .checks and veruication of 

varjous documentation,, ·as., well as:where these•itnnngrants. were pJaooi:ngto 

settle-ajtet processing. 

other Oity"News an&1es app:ea.ted in·a number of iJsu~s which related 

h 
·, . h. ··+..,. "'g"'n,'7Q't·1··0·n· s· w· er· e cotning·to the a$sistance. of ow vanous c ~v o..._ _ ~~ · · · ·· · 

. . . ·. _ h . . d . d .te·· mp· orary shelter and food. Among these groups 1mm1grants w. o nee e ._ . 

. . . . . i.:;:.- . ·b·o bad made available the "~H~brew Sheltering 
was the, Hacbnasat Orcuuu W · • · · · 



House'."': to those. ne~dmg· a f1e .. , ... d-a~· t·o· ftp,<+ _. tt1··. d d . _ _ · - · '"' · -.; .. b.~1.- se e. ". an the Auxiliary Branch 

ofthe United H-ebrew Charities whi·c·h ·assi'st d . . . .th . - ·· - -· · . · -_ e 1mm1grants WI . em:ergeney 

finanoia1 help. 

Every editorial published m volum~ ·-IID)e, which r,eI,te.d in som~ way to· 

innnigration, spok~-direc.tly to the coneems of,those immigrant;s arriving· from 

Russia. ·They detailed the .harsh eonditfons,·which foro~d the J~w.s. out of tltei:r 

·native ·country. In an ·editorial published on July 3, 18,91, the. editors.stated 

that they· overheard Russian-Jewish immigrants indicating they would "'prefer 

death to an enf~rced .return to their Ulib~arable hard'shl.PS. that Rqsshm tyranny 

and brutality had.heaped upon them~"26 

In almost eveiy case where editorials in v.olunl'e nine w.ere related to 

the problems· of the, Ru&~ians, the bias of the editors was in defen.se ·of these 

new. immigrants. .The•Se edit-0rials appeared as a response to· neg~tiv.e reports 

published fu other mainstream, non-Jewish,, ne.wspape~s.r~~ding not only 

the numbers of-Russian Jews entetulg ibis, country, .but .bow their numb.ers 

.. . _ th ·ra1 . :elfare of.the.communities they were would negatively affect . e g~ne ·· · w · · · · - - · · - · 

. _ . d th:. , untn), as a whoie, Th.e editots printed 
tnten,ng, s,pet,ifically,, an . e co . .=~· 

_ . , . .. h , • • . ortant it was to accept these 
numerous articles eJ.g>ressmg ow ,nnp · -

26 Ibid; 9~13 (July 3, · 1891). p:.4. .. 
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immjgrants;i stating:··the oppressive. ·conditions which Jews back in Ru~sia had 

endured. The editors also tti~~ .mightily te, .pr1>vide .mipres.sive statistics for 

th.e ongoing successful edue~tion and ac.culturation .of the.·Russian Jews 

ent~ring the. United States .. 

Of particular concern in this volume, was discussion .of the OWen 

Jromi'gration Law. This law, lrnown c,ommonly as the. "Owens Bill'' was. 

emphasized in an editonal in tke March ,27 1 18JJ.1 issue of the.Exponent. This 

bill,. whi9Jrptevented the. landing of as$jste.d :immig,ants, was peyhaps the 

.reas~m fot the inflated ffeqµency o/-~cies related to immj-gration whlph 

app.eared tbtougl),oJit -volume rune,. ·as compated·with any, other volume ef-the 

newspaper. 

In an attempt to su,nrey the attitude of the: Jewish. ·co.Iiuiit1mty 

throughout the petiQ.d covered in this thesis·, I have-examined the:frequeney of 

anictes appearing·m each volume-in.r~lati:bn to the general .content ofthos.e. 

-articles, In revie~g the -,~keyword1
' •fi~ld of the each database entry it was 

evident th~f ·no pm.ti.culat evefit seemed overwhelmingly resRonsible for 

swaying vublic opinion. numigrauon.c.oncems were~ gt;n~rally, a consistently 

di
. . - d ... _ ·tt A.,. a'"'ei;age there were ne:arly nine ·articles related to· scusse . ma eL vu . • ,. · 

, -- . . . .. . . . . d ·. eaoh·volume between 1887 and l:'8-99. The_E~ponent 
1mm1gr,atton pnnte · in · 

. .. __ . . . t·. sp· ecific themes throughout the yeru:s-of its 
d~dicated entt.re 1ssues O -· · · 
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p~blieation. in tb.ese,issues7 the editQrs teserv:ed most of-its· avail~ble 'spaoe. 

to article:s on one particular thente. This was. the c.ase for immigration in 

1891 .. lt. was during this year that·an ov~rwlielmii)g majptity·dfissu~s.in 

volume nine cqn,taine.d.news of increasing imntigr-atio~ Russian oppression 

and tbe assimilation of these newcomefs into ,American life.. Additiott~y, it 

was repeat~y -reported·that the··various Jewish immigration.agencies were. 

stru;g-giing to dispute th~ new legislation aimed,,at.re-stric.ting·itaroigtation to 

Am,eti:ca. The focus of these atti~les.,. nume.ro"O:s as they wen;, wcas primarily 

with regard· to Uie dissemination .of new·s: related to the nnmigrants and the 

pQlitical barriets blocking more foreign_ers ·from coming:to• tbis c9untry. 

Public· opinion expressed in these articles, albe.it suotle, was anti-gpvemnient, 

not anti-immigt:•aht. It ·seemed to be·the general opinion ofthe Jewish 

• ··· • that· 1·,1 w· ··a· s ·b· e·•.tt·e·· r· 4ro strug· ·gle to assist the Jews coming to America, agencies. ' .·· e ~ • • , •• ' • • , •• 

than to see. those numbers diminished by federal: legislation. 
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E. Conclusions 

In ev:ami-n·' · th· - · tte ~ 
. · n;~ mg .ea :._ n~iOD·paid':to the·rasue.s conc.ernfug inunigrafio~ 

thtou:ghout the early yea.($ of the ,printing· of th~ Jew.ts.fl E~ponent newspaper 

with the database :seat-ch utility, it is easy to, identify a:variety of trends. 

Using.the data;base, I retrieved all eJ1tries which contained the·words 

'~iumrlgrant''' or ~'immigration~,. in the keywotd fi_eld. The list of those .articles 

folind indicates.tb:at most articles in the first few volumes (1~1- 5:24) dealt 

prim_arily with generio imtoig,atiqn issue$. That is, 'tliey:were ,primarily. 

concerned with the raw· data of immigration statistics •.. 'In almost every c,~e. 

where infonnation ~about the ori;gin· of.the Jewish imffligrant$ was mentioned, 

the articles were al;>out Russian immigrants.. -All of the correspondence which. 

offered criticism or cQncern about the immigrants arriving fu. Philadelphia 

were in :regard to ,the R:1:1ssian Jews, the ,Association and other local charities 

found themselves~ -~ too oftefii facing internal sun~gles within the 

Philadelphia Jewish community. The memb~rs .of the~e organimtions seemed 

to forget thatthey. Qt their parents :bad; itl recent year-s,, a1so :.been :newcomers 

to this c:ountry and were sµbjected to sunilar hardships. 

·Th . ·. . n· si·der· ·ab.le· ·attention during these early years to th~ ere was co · - .. · · · · 

.. .. . . . . . , . ,. and associations whiclihad developed f-0r the-purpose 
vanou.s. o~gamzatton.s . . · · 



of providins assistanee to the immigrants.. Thi.s is 11ot to s,ay that. :no other 

issues regarding the, concems.ofi:tniriigration were importa'nt·at the,time. 

There we.te. numerous other· agencies. and organizations which ·were 

established for the purpose of·~ssisting li~w immigr.ants. ,All of those re.ported . 

by the· Exponent wer:e, established,and·maintamed bythe · G¢rman-J¢wish 

community for the purpose of assisting all 1 ¢wish 1·mm1gra:nts. Mostly, 

however? they .came to the aid. .of the Russian-.J.ewish immigrants. ·Such 

organ.izations as the Young·Women'·s.Union, the Hebre.w Education Society 

and the United -Heb.rew Charities had all org~ed to as~ist, .in sqme way, 

thos:~ new to Philadelphia. In cili.nost,every review of the efforts of these 

agencies,. their assistance-of'th.e· Russian-Jewish population was·especiaJJ.y. 

In the penultitnate Exponent issue of the century, an ·editorial appeared 

trying to .e~plain thattlie number of Jews ent~ri.ngtlirougµ. the various 

A - . • .. · .. . rt-S· was not q· uite as large. as many had asserted.2
7 

In the ruJ,lenean po . . . . _ 

· • th·· . . hil · · · , t·o· .... 1 of 60 981 iinmigr· :ants had 
dit -··a1 ·t - e·1Tlp1.asiz· ed · at w e a 1a1. - , · · · · · • e . on , 1 was ~ . 1u .·. · · · .. 

•. . · . -· · • . ... 1 . 24 275 were 1ews .. The editorial did not~ however, 
·amved from Russia~ owy · , ~ 

. .. ·th £· rm.er figures included. Interestingly, the article_·$aid 
specify which.years e · 0 · · · · -

21 lbitt .. )O:lO (December 22 .• 1829), p.4. 



that the: statistics were. (Yery rnuch lik.e 3_-.. 0. . 4. 0. . ·.. . . . . , .. . , . . .• , . , . or years- a,go, when many 

persons believed all Jews in this country were Germans,'~ 

Numero artt· ··1· · · · · · ··· · •i\lS .· · c es w:ere:wntten,.about immigration laws and violations 

of the 1aws··as ·w~U as the attempts hy: the ~sociatiQn_s to. help those 

immjgrants who fell victim to the·res,:ricti<>ns in\po.sed by the laws. While the 

intentions: of these ·am.oles was to improve the conditions for .a11 Jews, the 

internal struggles of fue Philadelphia Jewish .community were not, so 

admirable. Many attempts were made to· try tQ. bridge,the g~p between the 

-Geman Jews, who had .already been living .in America for many years, and 

the Rl.1$:Sian Jews ·who w~re, just arrivi.ng .. It se.em.s, however,, that the· gaps. 

b~tween the tw.o groups were too ,num~rous and ,too wide, and would not be 

adeq\iatel;y narrowed until the·mi4dle of the twentieth centUcy. 'The,rift 

betwe¢n the two groups could ba.ve ·been caus¢d by numerous factors; land 

of origin" l~gu:age;. ritual pra~tice, xenopllobia ate just a few of the, 

possi:bilities,. }legwdles_s of the reason,, the ·malevolence e~sted~ 1u$t as in 

our modern ·world we oft~ refer to .. tqose less .affluent a$ ourselves as living 

" · th th · • . .i oftb·e· trac1':'-" so too, did the German-American Jews on ··, e o. er sive · • . ~, ·'-

di 
•. . , . h m· . • 1· . es from the .Russian-Jem,sh Americans. Articles in. the 

. stingws . emse v .. 

·. s:.. . . tl. . eferred to the Gefnl@h Jews as the ''upt9wn'
1 Jews· and 

-Expane-nt· .uequen y.r .. · 

. . . . . .. . , - . ·tyle to the new immigrants &s the '·do:wntown!j. Jews. 
referred; m delllgratmg .s , · · 
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While the ili.scerd seemed to be mutual, it is n:np·ortant to ren.iember that the 

Jewish Exponent was, ,published :undet the control .of the ''uptow1f' Jews. 

Because. .oftb.i~ there were great~_t opportufrities to further ridiculei albeit in 

subtle fashion; the ''down'townn immigrants I.see 9·23 p 2; .9·24 p· :2)· 
• ' ' \ • ' ' .. , , • , . - t , , .. • 

While the editors of the Exponent appare~lly did ~ot .allow fht 

blatantly slanderou,s accusations against the.Russian~Jewish·tmmigrants to be 

printed, ·variQus secondary sources .are r.eplete with infonnatiQn. whi,ch vetifi~s 

the .discord. ·Generally, the native; American Jews. ~d the est:ablished·Gentral 

Europ,ean lmmigrants did hot welco.me the.newcomers. The acc\tltutated 

American-German Jews· who had come decades ear.lier looked upon the 

arriving East Emopeans ai an uncivilized~ uned:u.cated group .18
· In the e.ase of 

philanthropic efforts., it was the German .Jews who made. a concerted effort to 

help raise the necessary fµJlds to. aid the,new immigrants. It was the Gennan 

Jews who• reached into their· pockets :to fun.d the charities,, while it was the 

R.\lssian Jews._ even those who hacJ been in America for many-yeiir:s - who• 

··· -. . · •-d ·d fr the ;-.1,;,.~'i".t~es· 19 De:snite the .differences betwe~ti them11: the receive .. 81 Qffl . \i)4anU · • · I' . . . - · · 

. . · , .·· . " Ji . 1776~.J98S Vol .. m,. (Detroit;, 19~9), p.432. 
·~ Jacob Rader ~cus. un,-tid States ~1'!\ . . p1-'-1<>delphia PhilanthroPt' in Jewjsh µff i'n ·. · · · , · . .. . . Russian Jews 111 lW.. · • 
29 Philip Ro'se~ "Gertn.3D 1eW6,: vs. . Fri~ll (P.b'.iladelphi'a, 1983),, p.J.98. 
Philadelphia 18-JQ..19.40, ed. Murr.aY '· 
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German Jews went to great lengths to see that the Russian Jews entering .this 

country were clothed and. housed appropriately ?fJ 

'The -database: search '1tillty prov~d especially useful in locating .articles 

nec.essary to evaluate· trends: 4:q:rjng the years on: which this thesis foe.used. 

Use· of the database requires litt1~· effott .. and it is tlte hope of this .aµthoi:- that 

researchers can gain access to information agout th~ Jewish Expo'!lent more 

quickly by em.ploying.it as a priinary:tool in their study. Efforts to exhaust 

the usefulness. of the: database with respect to the study ·of immigratien,, 

Reform Judaism .or .any ,other Jewish coneem would, nof be p9ssibie m the 

eyes: of this author. ··This,. in itself, indicates-the potential value of this 

databa.~e :as a research tool Those :4tterested in studying 'the issues discussed 

in thi:S' thesi& or other matters,, are strongJy.enc.our:age.d to utilize the databa,se 

to -satisfy th~it o~ curiositie.s:•.ail4 facilitate their work. 

----------.-.. m· ,· . iKl:ew y-1r. 197:2). p. 13·4. 
,,f• . , -a· A IS ory, \'' u~ . 

30 Rufus Learsi; Th.e Jews in LJ-menc :- . .. . 
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Instructions for usin Mi' •:• I crosoft Access Database Search Utility 

~ the ~base package is very . hi~ .. 
engmes available for general use onS: b ·,. cated :d con~tdered am011gthe most powerful search 
retrieved. quickly for on-screen ~view ora:~ s~ fun:~s are learn~ almost any ~ can be 
asswned for anyone using this databaseutil!, d 18: as1c comp~r knowledge and skills are. 

· •,"iT an . will not be explamed here, 

1} Fields available for searching: 

ID - ~ unique re~rence num,ber assigned to each entry. This field may be useful fur 
ordenng searches ma nan~onological arran_gement. 

D.ate - Refers to the date or publication. 

Volume.-:-Referstotbe volumenumberofpublicatioo (Volwnes 1-14 2'1-26 and 29-30 
were available for this project). ' ' · 

Nwn~r - Refers to the number within each volume (Omerally each volume contained 26 
numbered issues) . ' 

l>•ge - Refers to tbe page qn wbich the article begins. Many art,icles contiqo.ed ~ 
su_bsequent pages. 

Type,-A.rticl~ were categ9~ as·: City News, EditoriaL Correspondence, Sermon, 

Supplement or Review. 

Attribution - Refers to the author, if known, of each article, Unles·s otherwise indi<;ated, 
all editorials were ass\UJled to be written by the editors: of the Jewish Exponent. 

Beading/Title - Refets to the specific'heading (i.e., Philadelphia Gity NeWs)'ortitle (i.e., 

.. A .Rq>ort From the Charities') . 

Keywords - Specific words or phrases which identify prominent themes cootained in each 
arti~fe. An exhaustive list ·ofthe·keywords h~s not been prepared. However, a list of 
suggested. equivalents for some common keywords follows in a separate appendix. 

m Two search m~ods are possible: 

A) Searching using a visjble word or phrase on yo~,~ : . .. . 
_ Highlight any word or phr~se currently VlSlb_le ~ an entry and c~ck the ~r 
· 

00 
the menu bar (looks like a funnel). lhis will .select all entnes conwmng 

: . ieoted word/phrase ONLY in the field you ue curt~ in (i.e. If you 
~gilt a word in the ' 'lloading" field, coly that fiekl will be s,ard,ed 10 find 

your se1¢.ed word) · 



B) .S~rclung using the main <hrtabasefifter: 
- .no NOT mom.,tom A.ll{Y .. WORDs 

A-2 

- Press ~~ button on 1he,m~ bar th•. i:~sent~~es a. s~ll funn~l •pn top of 6 

square, tit., Ii~ between.tht l~ge funnel bu:ttoo to the. •right, and the. light.eniti;g bolt 
t~»-the left}. 
- This will bcing _., the . .EIL TElLSEARCH utility· showing you a blank enuy 
tb.nn ., 
In thi~ fQrm., you may ·~r •(by typmg) any w,drd(s) 01. phrase(s) you wish to, 
search. It is ,sugge~ thatyou ~e·"•'' symbols-before and a~r each. 
wqn.i or phras~ yoJl p.lan to seatch: The'•••~' acts as, a. wi.idcard (~.l'.e$ents any 
clia~cter or.series of charactef~ wb.iep might ·precede or foUow the. te,quesf.ed. 
w.(;rd(s))and allows.·for mc,re indusive,seatches .. ..Add.ittonalls,, .all seareh.r~e,sts 
must be egclos~ in q4otati® ~ ('0 1, · 

For examplJ: 
1h the ''KEYWORD" field, type: ·•~·•HUC•" to, fin.d ail ~ries with "'HUC' 
in the fi~id ••~()Rl) ." After typing m the words yott wish to sear~ 
click en ·the funnel button on· tbe.mertu b~r. If y:ou did this. oorrecilyt you 
shol'.i.ld tetrie~ s·6 entries. Wnc;lic;k tl\e funnel beforeperfomuug-anQther 
s.~ch request or els.e your next s~1rch .:eqµest, will be 'based on:the 
cm.rurt pl)ol,,Qf.'f;:lltries ·00.lected.} 

Ill) A:4dtt,iooal Seatcli V~rsatility 

While U$,ing_ the filter form :as described a,boye (ID3'). various 'operator~1 JD3Y b.e used to 
more ptecisely·tailor your sear.ch requ~st.. For example.; 

A_gain~ in•tbe KElWO~ fiel~.®e ~ul~ type: 
'"*imni'igr'ant*" OR "*unm1gtation*" _ . _ . 

to fin<i :an.y, er:ttry.; wh_ich contained eithet of .those two words~ but not neeessanly 

both· of.the~- .Or,. one could :cype: .. 
"*inimigrJUrt*·"·-.ANO '"*ass_ddat.ion*" . . . . . . . . . 

to find any entcy w}rich contain¢ both of those two. words •pp:eanng m the same 

~- .- uld •o."'r."h. for comnJet,e phrases bytyping eit:her•of.the foilpwing: Or one co s-"' ~.,. . ,. b Cb . . . . • . ,, 
,,, "~Mkkve l$T~i*" or "*UmtedB.e .. rew ~- antie~~ . 

- . _.,..a 'bl u ·· ·· . the buih-in ~-sep.sitive lielp commands. This ~cy 
lV) Additional. he~p ls avcW.~ . e smg ·. · . .. .. . ed in . tai,fi ~ee foim. Fqr -example,. one (:Quid 
thorough help -engme c:an answer-que5t!ons pos · P 

type: . . . d 
1 
_ . ,_i. 'C.,.r .4-9.i,0 w· ords•ih one field?'' Ot 

-~<'LI . w· b -sear~ .1\:1 ..... ~ · · ., · · · 
i..-10 . . Lo-..?.'' 

"Can l print my search resuuz-.· 

. . . . .. : . . , dditional mctnrtafion to solve your query. 
and receive an answer or other .a - -



E~usti,e li~g of all artributiOllS iQund ih da(abase: 

A Jew. 
:Ad.am ifaO:Rishon 
Alcyphrcm 
Al~¢.t Hadfavy 
Amram 
An In~penskit~.~tver 
B.C. 
B.H.-Hartog-e.nsis 
B.H.H. (Haitogtnsis ?) 
S'.J. . 
B~~o~ 
ae.n-Yaairov 
C'est -Moi, 
C:8. (~barles Hpffinau, ?) 
C,.L, 
C.S. Bemhe.imer 
.Charles· Hoffman, Esq. 
Cinci,nnail 
Crift()n~; 
David E. Simon and €1$-les S, Bemheimer 
David :Wass,crzug, Baltimore 
DaVid W~rn.~r ~m, Bsq. 
Dr. R Felseftthal 
Dr.(fyni:SAdlei 
Dr. H;W .. Schn~berger 
Dr. lee. I{. Fnmk..el 
.Dt. Loopotd Rosenberg 
Dr. The«19re HenJ 
EJ. 
·utQrs 
Editors, Fort Wayne News· 
~tors, New YQi:k Sun 
~EdiJ.c:,1'$, New York Tim~ 
Emal)u.el Cohen 
·Emati:q~l Furth. Esq. 
·E~er,A. Davjdson 
Evelyn B~m~isler 
F-.B. 
G. 
Geo. ·Randorf 
H 
Hazopheh 
Henry He12berg 
Hi;m .. ¥,ayer S\llzbetger 
Hon. SimO'n Wolf 
Hotace L. Traubel · 
Byman Gra'bowsicy 
I Sf!e\ 
lsidorBu:sb 
J. ·Gowbw;n, ·plfiladelphia 
J. ~ndel Ham$ 
ls. 

JaCQb R Sctiiff~nd-Dr. \Charles S. &mheimm 
JaoobH. St~n 
J~bV®tsangel' 
,Jae0b•Weil 
John Samuel, Esq. And Moses-A. .I>ropge., Esq. 
Joseph )~p})son. 
Jude!lt 
Judge :Hao~. 
l~,eystone 
L.A,U; 
L.M'. 
L.R_ 
Label 
Leo Gt Benih~imer 
·, - • .: _.N. ·n..· b~ i.-.. ,. ~ .11,nS · • ~ll}. .. ,u., ~ 
L.e\Vis .N. Kramer 
Lippman 
Louts E, ~,.Esq. 
Loui~ Mey~rhardt, 
Lµci~Wqlf 
M,. Hell.er 
M.KMn 
MA. 
M.ffi 
Martin Le!mJayer 
M.aey-l\.f. Cohep. 
~aerzb!:rg 
Max·.Margoli's· and D. W .. Amtam 
M.axN0i'dau 
:Milton,'Goldsmith 
Miss Corinne J~ekson 
MisS':Diana,HitSdhlet 
Mis~.EUa-Jacobs 
MissHenrietta Szold 
Miss Judith Solis,.Qlhen 
Miss Laura M¢rdeciu 
M9ses A,. Dro~ie, Esq. 
M~ B~nne~, Baltimore 
Mose.sP. Ja~ll,._.San,Anto~O.; n 
Mr. GhatJes-HoffinaC!, Esq, 
Mr. Leonard N. Uvy 
Mr. Louis E. ~ 
Mr . .Philip Lewin 
.Mr: S,,H. Laucbheµner, Esq: 
MIS. Cam,e·Sheyelw,n.Senjamin . 
Mrs, H. O'. Solom,on:and Miss .Sadie American. 
Mrs: Henry Bed©witz 
Mrs. Henry Hahn 
:Mis'. Rtehatd Qjfiheif.-
Multipfo 
Oli)s'erv¢r 
Oheb Shalom· 

B-·1; - ' 



Ot.,\e Who Kno:ws 
P'loru Alinoni 
P. ,J<a'sen~t · 
Prof. EJ\.A Seli'gman/ .Coh.unbia Co~ge me 
J>rof J.T. Rin~old ' 
:rrotes.sor G:. Bamberger 
Q.N. 
.R 
R.H. Harttigen~i.s 
~~iLo\lts · Orpssman 
'Rev, Dr: A. Guttmadbet 
Rev. Dr. BenJamin Siold 
.Re¥. Or; 'Bernard Dmqhman: 
,R~. Dr. '.D<lvid Davidson, 
Rev. D.r. Elias Eppsfe.i:n 
Rev•. DLEmil.G. Hftscli 
Rev. bi:. F. ~Sola M~p-
R.e.¥:., Dr~ G. Gorth:lil · 
Rev .. Dr .. ·H. Pereira Mendes 
Rev., Dr. Hency B~tkowilz. 
Rev\,Dr,.Henry tliow,izi 
Rev. Dt.10rossmann . 
. Rev. Dr ... J. Leonard• Lev,y 
Rev.. ~r .. Jose,ph ~uskqpf 
ll~, Ur. io$eph ~~opf.aniUlev~ ~ -M Ja.stww 
Rev.: Dr .. K. Kohler 
Rev. Dr, ~tWkopf &. Rev. D.r. Solomon Solis-:Co1te:n 
Revt Dr,-M. Fiuegel 
Jl~. Dr. M. Ja.st:tOW 
Re:v ... llr. M.V: BitJl 
~. Dr:. S. Morais· 
Rev: br. $. Mora.is 8/, 1\¢:v.Dr. M. Jastrow 
Rev .. Dr. S. Sale· 
Rev. Dr. :Schanfaiber 
Rev.. Dr. ,SQlptQo~.Sc.he(;ht~r 
'R~, Dr. Solomo11 $oiis.:Co.h¢n, 
Rev:. Dr~ Viet.er-Caro, 
llev,. Dr.. Wm.·llo~u 
Rev, Henty s. Mor,ns· 
:R.ev, M.M. Eiclder 
Rev; S. Kaufman 
Rev. S.M, .Flei~hman 
J\ey~ W.. W.illne.t 
Rbse So.IliJfi~rf eld 
S. :scb~e:i:; Balti.mo~ 
'$. W9lfenst~ Ci~etand; ()hio 
:Si_.B. 
,Samuel K. Cob~~ 
Senior: -
Shm 
iS1rnon Bacharach 
.SintonJli Ste~ $ew York C.ity
S~nt 
lJnid .. n 

Unkn(>~ 
Ventas. 

-· ~ J . 

'Vis1to!' w:. 
W. Willner 
W.A. 
Wallo 
Yo'11 Tot?~ ~rtl~ Oregon 
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