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PREFJWEo 

This paper attempts to follow the Jewish utte:r.a.nces of' Heinrich 

Heine ,and trace the cEmses as fa.r•,as they are ascertainable,which 

gave rise to them. 

It would have been much :mor:e convenient to have added addit:lonal 

chapters on the cond:ltions of GEH'!Ik'1.ny at the time of H.eine!s birth, 

but I have tried ra.ther to note the change of such conditions as 

his life went on.I have,as far as is needed for a study of this 

nature,given all the historical data ne.oessary to explain any of 

the poet's works or attitudes, 

Since much of his J·ewish feeling was inherited..,! have devoted 

a chapter to his ancestors .Beyond the fact,s absolutely indispensable 

for our understanding of Heine•s view ... point,I have presented no 

biographica:L zna,teria.l!In this way.,the attent:1.on iei neve1~ diverted 

from the work in hand ,namely, to find and interpret the Jewish 

elements i:n Heine's worki:1. 

Sj_nce much of the ci-•it,j.ce.l matel:iial about Heine is the express-

ion of a pt,rsonal view ... point,I have tried to a.void aesthetic inter

preta.t ions .Some can find a Jewish element in ".luf Fl :t~eln Des 

GE:)sanges 11 ;tha.t is their privilege.But anythlng like scient:i.fic exact ... lfl 

itud.e cannot be obtained unless we. agree to dispense with the subtle-

ties· or literary and art criticism-

I have also tried to keep in mind that we are not dea~ing with 

an ol"dina.ry mortal,but with the most capricious of ar'tists,In view 

of thls fact.,it is impossible to lend credence to a.11 his utte:t~ances. 

'fife must al ways take Heine II cum sal is grano 11
• 
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HEINE I S ANCESTRY. 

We shall have further occasion to refer to the striuking d if

ference between the two great Jewish litterateur-s of their time-

ti Heine e.nd.Borne.vo one has brought out with finer sympathy the 

chara.c~teristic attitude these two quondam fr.tends evinced towards 

Jewdlsh 1 ife and i·t::~ pr•oblems than Georg Brandes ,ano tl;iar Jew .No one 

ha.s depictecl with f:iner incisiveness the causes which led to their 

drifting to opposite poles in th.eir views on the lnbor of ~mancipa 

tlon which e.g:ttated the earnest idealists of their period,e.nd. as a 

subsidif1ry que:::1tion,the solution of the Jewish problem •. ~. hint 

which Brand.es throws out with reference to their different J·ewi:sh 

training leads us-for the purpose of our subject-to dev}op~ at 

~r.eater l~ngth the me..tter of Heines' s ancestry and youthful en

vironment. 

strangely enough,Heine and Borne la.bored at the same crisis 

in German ... Jewish 1 ife, weieedescendants of. Jewish stock j led nearl:y 

similar weers,rt,presented kfa1d.red ideals in literat,{ure and poli

tics ,and ~ven possessed similar traits.Still,despite these like

nesses they were two.diametrically opposed natures,who,because of 

varying vioiss itudes ,s~~ck out ak.ng different paths :,and naturally 

a. ttained to unlike philosophies of life .J?recineJ.y as Heine reveal ad 
.. 

Jewish racial tra:1.ts, so did Borne in his life-time betrf.ty his 

kinship with the se..me people .'.1.1he fiact,however, is, that while we 
,. J 

look ln vain for spec:l.fio proofs of Born.es Jewish sympathy in his 

writings,we know thrit Heine,reared in a. specific milieu,never l(')St 

his spiri tua.l eonnection wi ththingB Jewish. 



As a result,,to quote niener.1.sto01~, ,;Heiue a.1ways obse1"ves and. jud

ges ttJ.e condition e..:n.d spiritua.l attainments otr his peopJ.e :tr-om 

witi:lin,while Borue tre:-)@ts of t.nem a.s ad out-sider'' .J·ust as litU.e 

0 :('pr•ox·ouriu sympathy as Borne possessed, just so litt,J.e was he 

i.fb le to pe.r.1.et;:oaite tne (;O.i?e of t.r:.1.e Jewis:r.1. s ouJ.. ,a.1;.Ld a.c.1.a.lyze its 

p.i:•obJ.em.cs; just~ l:Ltt1e o~. poetic inspiratio1; he possessed,by 

so little eould he grasp the significance of Jewish history and 

literature with tis eneha.ntingly attractive poetry.In 1:,hese re

speuts,Beine w~~s a dil"ect opposite to h:tm.He wes too much o:f a 

self-cr.it:tc-had too much 11 sou1 11 ,to vverlook the ridicule that con

version must entail for• him;B~r:ne,on the contra.ry,reme-ined calmJ[y 

undisturbed,and could not feeJ. ,in its true depths,the bitter irony 

of this tragic aot.Bdrne on the other ~and,speaks with the acoertt 

o:r a Hebrew ·prophet,but 1 t.inl:tke Heine,he misses the richness and 

warm gJ.ow that the other d_iscov-e:r.ed in Biblical lore and m.a.d.e 

his own.Borne analyses Jewish lif'e as a journalist would.,Heine 
If 

transmutes it a.s a poet. 

1~he~1e 1·ew suggestions lead us to the thought that while both 

wave o:t' the same origin and wsre endowed with 1.;;indred qualities, 

their mode o:r development in later li:re,coup.Led with an entirely 

dit':t'erent training,succeeded in accentuating just those qualities 

in which they dit'i"erec1 -·.t·o quote Bienenstock again, nthey wer,e two 

sprouts of' the same stem,alike in :l.'orm,but quite dif:l:'erent in q·~l-

.J:i•or an expla.nation o:r this phenomer10:n we must look back int.o 

the nw.nLt'olJ. :ramiJ.y PeJ.a L iunships O:t.' OUl"' a uthor-·t11ese relationships 

that appear so strikingly ma:u.ii'est in Heines spiritual un.1:olding. 



The !incestors in whose adventures he revelled,his pa:r:·ents, 

wi t:r1 their peculitu· attitude toward their social and religious 
( 

pos 1 t,ion-these must be touonea upon fJefore we study Heines youth 

and edueationoPerhaps they w'ill /Je able to shed some 1 light on 

the never ... ceas J.ng current of Jewish cons cious_ness that coursed 

through him even at a point lfH' rem.ove<.l !'rpm his peoplet 

The gi"ee.ter• part ol' om~ knowl,mageabout 'Heine's anteceder.i.ts1 

especially that pa.rt whtch deals witb. their ini'J.uence upuu l1iii1 
, 

and h:ts own ree. ct j_on towarcl.s them) is to be g.Lee.rnw. J.l'on1 his 

1v1E1v101Ho,written later· j_n life,wnen calm judgment coulct apportion 

to the various members o:f his family their just due o:e respons i

~ili ty r·cH• his Jewish sentiments .According to the poet, the chief 

:lnfluence was his mother.In the above-mentioned 1v1E1•11uli:·iS;1.e CJ.ecl&i.t·es: 

11My motner p1ayec1. tne chief l"o1e in the histo1·y u.1. my deveJ.o'pment, 

end she p,.Letrined t.he pr>ogPe 1n o--f aJl my stud ie:::: 1! She wr·s a des ccmi:tant 

OJ. e.n oJd nigt1.Ly-rer:1pected H\mLLy Ven Celdern,.whioh, e.t the begin

ning of the eighteenth century,when ris yet the Jews dreamt not 

of erna.ncipatj_on,he.d begun to feel the u:C'gent need for en.J5c;hten-

thelr businE)r;:;s 1nt,eres·ts,devoted themselves to science ancl the 

arts,and,in their little town of Dusseldorf,rejoioed in their 

reputation as an especially accemp;tished and cultured family.One 
. . . 

critic ha.s been acutE-> enough to suggest that this unusue1.l pos:lt1oli 

of t,he van Geldt:n•ns among the Jews of Dusseldorf may be due to ,1 

th61r foreign origin.They had emigrated about the year I700 from 

Holla.nd--as may be conjectured fr·om their nDme-and ha.d come to this 

'I 
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city in the Rhine provinees,bringing with them a noble bearing 

and eduoa.t ion, features by which the Jews of Holland had been 

clistinguisaa among their oorreligionists.Laze.rus Van @eldern, 

Beine•s g:r.eat•grandfather,had :reaped high honors at ·the court 

of the Elector of the Pfal,z,to whome Dusseldo:rf formerly be

longed .'l'his may ha.ve been due to his great riches ,of wh:loh Heine 

relates in his MEMOIRS, h:ls old gre,nd-aunt would tell him ta.s cina-

t i'l\g taleis .. However ,as a. result of a protracted and highly expen

sive law:-suit,thts ancestor lost his wea.lth.His son,who had been 
11,, 

studying medEloine at the University,had to ha.ve recourse to h:ls 

mothers jewels.Two generations later Heinrich's mother had to . ., 

make the same sa er if ice for her• son ,This willingness to go to 

all lengths for the echteat5.on of the eh1"1 dren seems to have been . . 

a heir-loom in the Heine family .Heines grand .... fe.ther ,GottllJ.calk 

van Geldern,for whose medical t:ra.1ning this unusual devotion we..@ 

exacted, began the pre.at, ice of his profess ion in Dusseldorf'. 

Gottsche..lk's son,Joseph,pursued the same craft,and for• very 

evident reasons .Medicine was at that time the only p1"ofession 

open to Jews .The gates to other ca.ll ings was tightly barr:t.caded 
( 

aga.inst them,and it required many years of struggle until they 

WBDe finally opened .:Medicine was op0n to them be c1:1.use for. 

many years past the Jews hs.d identified themselves wi t'.h thifJ 

' calling,it belng a well-knov1r.n :foot thflt the private physiodan 

of' many ~;i. king and noble in former da.ys had been a Jew. 

Heines mother,Peirohen,or as she was later called,Betty, 

was the real pride of her family.Inspired by the intelleetual 



tendencies of her immediate feamily,she had since her earliest 

youth,_taken a 1 ively interest in the work and spiritual life of 

her learned father ,to whom she ws.s wont to re::;,d medical tracts1 

and whom she often astonished with her thoughtful questipns. 

Str)1::mge as it may seem,she devoted herself to phlloscphy and 

poetry) for both of which fields she later• bet:retyed a curious 

aversion.Her spare time she devoted to music,playing that very 

flutewhioh in his MEMOIRS Heine refers to as a pet toy for his 

house•cat.Furthermore,Betty received a splendidly ordered educa• 

tion,speak1ng fluently both French andt English,and evinc:i.ng a 

re1wi1"kable freedom from sentimenta.lity,that bane of so many 

contemporary blue--etockings.A.s an ardent admirer of Goethe and 

pupil of Rousseau,she attained to t,he de:1.stic view of' the world 

so prevalent at that time Ui.roughout the intellectual s-phere .. She 

read Plutarch,was permeated with ideas of freedom and equa.lit,y 

and as· a rational:i.st;devoid of sup01"stition and religious 

pre,judiee,she was fj.lled with a horroF.I of fana.ticiam.:Cn her con ... 
~) 

s eience .she sought a sanetion for her moNtl ty, and in l"ea.son a 

foundat:lon for her religion.As a disciple.-' of Rousseau,she busied 

heN1elf with the education of her ehildren;one of her hobbies, . 

as Heine !'l!m1El,rks .~ill her• lai:st breeth she prese~ved a loftily.,:>.·~ 

touching mother's love for her ohildren,flJ.ling them in turn with 

a deep reverence for her ,so beaut:t:t'ully voiced in Hei.ne' s famous 
,1 ',,~ 

sonnet:! am wont to bear my head qutte pl"oud~y. 

It is interesting to note her love for Germany despite the 
J2\ . -~ 

pow~-of the French influence that held swa.y in~ Rhine pro-

vinces .Al though she shared her husband I s lrnen a.dmil"ation for 

i 
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Napoleon,she did not allow her patriot:i.sm to be disturbed,cur-

iously cev,nbining her respect f'or the bra.ve Corsican with hc➔r ..1 

tmquenchj.tble German pa.t1,..i0tism. 
In her how'.ehoJ.d she was very economical ,not caring fo:r money 

to a.ny alarming degree, offsetting her apparent pars imon~y by a. 

lavish expenditure of quiet charity.Sti11,she was eminently sus-

ceptible to pomp in any form,whether that of the kingdom or of 

the ho1,,1.se of Roths c1lc1 ,whose splendor she wlshed ~,.to see repeated 

in her own family .Later ,however·, crushed by numerous mis fortunes 1 

she lost her possesssions ,and_,maintaining her former dignity and 

independence,l:i.ved quite a.lone,resent1ng weJ.J. ... meant intrusion, 

and concentrating her life-interest, on her children and blood-

relatives .Highly interesting is the fa.et,tha.t,versed in modern 
'J / 

languages a.s she was ,her la.ter correspondence was oar1"ied on 

solely in Yiddish • .A.s a res uJ. t ,her son eouJ. d never be permit t,ed 

to forget the natu:tre of his origin.Like a. chain from the pa.st 

this apparently insigni.fiea.nt bond,never loosened,must have kept 

him tightly drawn to his early Jewish memories_. 

In the MEMOIRS we ftnd a cha-:rming portrayal of Simon van 

Geldern_,Be_tty' s brother and our author's tmcle .His nephew paints 

him as a half- comic.,half-aarnest figure.,dressed in old fashion

ed apparel .Ha.Ying studied the humanities in the Jesuit College, 

he entered no University after the death of his parents,but re

mained in Dusseldol":f', where he led a. busy l lfe, indulging in 

harmless fa.ds,writing political pijmphlets or sending communica

tions to obscure newspapers and periodioaJ.s .He would make pi-•esents 
. 

of his writings or pamphlets from his enormous oollaotion to the 



young poet,urgin.g him meanwhile to pr-crneoute his studies and ex-

horting him intall things to be honest and 
. ( 

faithful .1110 read. the 

following in the MEMOIRS : "This uncle it was who exerted g·11 eat 

imfJ.uenoe upon my spiritual development,and whom for this reason 

I must thank u.noee.singly.No matter how widely our views differed 

or how 1a.bc.n ... ious his effol"ts in literature may have 'been,still it 
t/ 

was he whw•);¾excited in me the desire to try 1 iterary express ion. 

Through this unc1e,He:tne became a.w8.re of a grand-uncle., 

a1s0 named Si.man van G·elde1"n,who had died in I774.Rurnma..g1ng through 

the book-shelves of his fa..ther,he found some musty old books and 

diaries kept by thlils grandJ..-une1e.Through these he revealed himself 

to young Heine as a spirited romamtie apparition·of the Middle 

.P.ge.s ,appeal l.ng thus most piquantly to his youthful imagine. t ion. 

)he l 5.fe of that ancestor• had. been spent in tr•avel. In North A:t'r:i.ca 

he had learned the art of gun-ma.king and. prospered therein,jour

neyed then to <Terusalem,where he expected to indulge -in mystic 

rites on Mount Moriah ,then became captain of a Bedouin i~ribe,which 

professed Mose.ism,and as the bead of thls band.' he turned.· out to 

be a ver•itable plague for passing ear.a.vans .In oriental splendol" 

he returnad. to Europe,visited :m.9..ny eourts,and after :numerous es

capades ,landed in England and while there wrote F1"ench a.nd Eng-

1 ish verse,dying for all mis resourcefulness,in dire poverty. 
II 

Heine chara.ot,erises him in the following s ignifioan·t words :He 

was half -enthusiast who strove,:f'or eosmopolitan,world. ... hee.ling 

Utopias ,half knight of fortune who, with a onsciousness of h:l.s 

individual power, brea.ks er over-leaps the de oayed b1:n•r•iers d!f a 
,ti 

decayed society. 

) 



A1·~~1ough we hear a great dee.l. from Heine about his mother e.ncl 
( 

her f~'!.mily, there is a remarkable la.. ck of infoi-•roa t ion ooncer•ning 

his father's side.But Heine e:Kcuses h:tmself by saying that his 

father had come as a stranger to Dusseldorf where he had no rel-

1:ltives.It wa.s from his mother's rela.tives that he had hes.rd so 

many tales to fire the imagin_ation,on his father's there was 

no one but his fahher himself-and he was very chary of words. 

Heine's paternal gr•and ... father,whom he knew only thr,ough his 

ti ·~ father's laconic description as a little Jew with a big beard.J 

' U/ t U., was called ihaim Buckebe~g,af er the city Buokeb$rg.He was a _,,----

decent sort of' a fello 11,had ee..gerly ~tudied the Bible e.ndthe 

Talmucl,and reared his children as rigid ad.herents of the 

Jewish rittwl .Ohaim had :married the daughter o;r a ver•y wealthy 

Hamburg banker, and. had taken his wr id.e to his home town .:r:1 ut, 

a.i'te:r his dea t.ti his widow returned w:1 th six cnildr•en to Ham ... 

ourg,dying there at an early age .Her bee.uty was transmitted 

to her chlldren,for both Solomon the uneJ.e,and S~Ci?.P,,the fa-

ther of Heinrich Heine, wese d:ts t inguished for their wands ome 

appearance, 

Somewhat of a fop,wlth effeminately a:ttre.ctive 

features ,Sa.ms on Heine devoted himself to the Joys life off .... 

ered .He spent quite a. r,iotous youth., indulgiltllg inn horses, carels, 

hounds.,ete.Attached as p:roviantmeiste:r to the Prince Ernst of ---

Cumverlm.nd,he wa,s devoutly r,:1ven over to army l if'e .Like his 

wife 1he had an innate fondness ·f.or• pomp of every description., 

and enj<?yed notbi:ng better tha.n the wearing of ht.s variegated 

un ifo:r.m.Wfuen he came to Dusseldol' f to marry Betty ,he founded a 

cloth fe.ctory which s,.oJ.d to Na.poJ.eons &1.rwy,But he was fund.a-



mentally no business men,and na.ver became rich,He ~alighted in 

giving alms. In his younger• de.ys Samson was a thoroughly ort,ho

d.ox Jew. In I79'7 he was ,one of the. pilla.l"S of the pious "Society 

For the Practice of Human Benev./Olence Etnd Reciting of Psalms 

( f the d in. g) 11 • "But 11 • 0
.~ or y ., • , ... - Puetzfeld remarks, "all of this was 

more a result of his pious edUCRtion than true conviction,for 

· as soon as the sp:1.r-itually insignificant Samson Heine .,the ty ..... ,. 
pice.l r•epresentative of East&rn tTudaism,married into the Geldern ,--' 

fe..m.ily,thf:iir deliber·ative educat:Lon ma.de itself strongly felt, 

and his enlightened spouse was soon able to give his rel:lgious 

views a different, tur•n 11 .Ther•e does not seem at any time to have 

been in -hhe :ma.n a~y deep religious stirrings. 

His attitude toweirds Juda.ism may be ascertained fr•om this 

letter to his son which Heine quot,es in his MEMOIRS: ttDea:r. Son, 

Your mother allows you to study philosophy with the Hector Sch.alt,• 

meyer.This is her aff'ai:r.F'or• rn.y ovm part)I do not like philosophy 

for it is purely sup0rstiti0n,e.nd I am a mer•chant and need my b1"e.i:n 

for business.You may be as much of a philosopher as you please, 

but,I pri:=ty you,dont speak openly whe.t you believe,ror you wi':t,l-.ri 

hm•m my bus:i.ness whl:f.'1 my customex"s discover that, I have a son 

wbo does not bel_ieve in God ;bes ides 1the ~Tews wouJ.d buy no mo1"e 

velvets from me,a.nd they are honest people.They are honest in 

payments 1i;md are rigl1.t for sticking to their faith.I e.m your fa

ther,older than you,therefore mo.re exper:I.enced; you must take my 

word for it when I tell you that atheism ls e. greet s:l.n 11With all 

q 



this ,his fa th.er was the one being Heine loved best -in the world, 

and o:f:' his death he a.lw.ays spolte with 1 the most poignant grief. 

HEINE'S YO'CJrH 

Heines friend Neunzig related to the biographer Strodtmann, 

two s~or.ies of the poet's early youth 1whioh succeedj.ng critics 

ha.ve paraded as revea1:tng,,1n ad~.it:lon to an intensesly Jewish 

nature,a solid tTewish eduoatlon.Neunzig relates that on a Sab

bath,littl.e Har1"1y happened to be witmess:tng a fire,and when ask

ed to help he evfaded the task by assert::l.ng 11We are not permitted 
ti 

to do any sort of labor on the Sabbath .r-rhe other runs something 

like this:Once he noticed a clustel" of juicy grapes in the gar

den I but dared not pick it on the Sr:1.bbath .He bit j_t off with the 

explanation that the law applies to pltitcking and not to biting. 

Now let us try to apply a. little common sense in disc

erni.ng the meaning behind these sto1"ies,sra11.ting that they a1Je true.

We have seen that Betty Heine's training was suoh,that to have 

brought up her son as a devout Jew must have be:en nothing short 

of repuJ.sive to her.StlJ.l,other oonsiderations,obviou.s ones,suoh 

as we see acting e.botitt us every day 1must have prevailed upon her• 

to instruct him at least in the outwal"d ceremonials of Judaism. 

r11he opinions of the th1"ee hundred Jewish souls in Dusseldo:r.f 

must have compelled her to see to it that her son knew some ... 



thing of the rudiments of Hebrew· .so Karpeles says(Biog.pg.II), 

. "While the mothet' and father cherished ',iberr:11 views .,and while 

tho..y pra.etised utmost toJ.01"atnoe as regards their• r•everenoe and 

practice of Jewish ceremonial law---the childl"en were rerH'ed with ... 

inr the jurisdiction of those old for-ms and observances ,of. whose 

spiritual s ignifj.ce,nce they had no suspioion,iunioh they practised 

as purely e:x:te1"nal and must have felt as a. burdensome oompulsion.,: 11 

Now,the two anecdotes would simply indios.te that Heine bore this 

oompulsion only when pleasant,or els_e sought to avoid it alpog·ether. 

1]:o quote J?uc'3tzfelc1, "More cannot be said about t,he rel 1.g iuos train ... 

ing o.f the boy,that he was brought up as a Jew,but not earnestly 

loys.J. to the 1aw. 11 

While a mere 'babe ,his motb.1.n~ took del igh·t in teaching him 

the alphabet .riat,er he we.s sent to a girl's school, in charge of 

e.n old dame .'l1hen he was placed in the pr•iva.te Jewish s ohool, 

conducted by the Messrs .Rintelssohn ,whe:re, it is supposed ,he fi:nst 

learned his Hebrew and was taught something about the Bible. 

But Flotke,the most recent writer on the subject has this to say, 

and it is interesting because it contradicts what former cr•itics 

have heaped up on this subject of the boys early tra.ining: 11The 

Sewish priva....t,e school mar have taught him a thoughtless imita ... 

t:ton of :f'm:ims and cu~toms .At any rate ,he was not bred in the spi

rit of the Mosaic le..w:,as St:r.odt~nn e.nd his followers would 

sQek to pl"'ove through anecdotes .Nowhere do we hear of Hebrew 

instruction--the first rudimen-ts are brought by the Gymnasium, 

II 



... -nowhere do we hear of a Bar Mit,zvah.,The powerful. emotions 

aroused by his 1at<:1r :reading of' the1 Bible allow.~ us to conclude, 

that in no oa.se was it the intimate oompa.n,ion of his boyhbod 

years.,but a sudden,unsuspected ,experience in his maturer days~ 

( p • IO-) 

In !807,e.t the age of ten,Har1"y entered an institution 

whicl\j·was to make a la.sting impre~sion upon his poetic career. 

~Phis was the Lyceum of Dusseldorf,oondueted by the Jesuit 

order.It had been established after a military fashion,and the 

eduoatlon of t,he bo~s had in view their !!H3Similation with the 

French element .Here the instruct.ors wee·e chiefly mernber..--<Sof 

the p:riesthood,and althoughrtheir mode of teachtng bore schol

ast.ic ea:rma1~ks.,st:l.ll it ~cc<?rded in many respects with the 

demands of the new pedagogy.In his CONI,11ESSJONS Heine pays a 

t:ribute to the high ideals fostered by the Lyceum,and lauds 

the liberal spirit that ruled it.Of' eour~ie.,there wei~e times 

when h:i.s soul rebelled against the interminable mathematics, 

Greek,and Latin lessons.German,however he loved to study.But 

his chief joy lay in natural history and mythdllogy ,wh:1.le hie 

f:tnest progress w~.s m,~de in French .Karpel es to the contrsry 

notwithste.ncl:tn.g( p.!8) .,t,here were lessons given in Hebrew at 

this Lyceum.One of the humorous h~ts of the BOOK OF IDEAS( ch .7) 

refers to the studies inthis language: 

11 I had, better luck :i.n Hebrew, for I had e.lw~.ys a grent 

pa1--tial ity _for the Jews ,al though they crucify my good name; 

I' 
I 

i 
I 



even to_ this hour.But I could not do so well as my watch., 

which had had many intime:te dealings with pawnbrokers,and 

therefor had learnecl many Jewish cus:boms---on a Satur-day it 

would not go,,but it learned the holy tongue graromatiee.lly, 

since I often discovered on sleepless nights that it contin .. 

uallY muttered to itself ... katal,katei.lta,katalt,i-kitel kitta.2,ta, 

kittalt1--pokat,pokadeti--pikat--pik-~pik----" 

The first distinct reference to himself a.s a Jew, 

occurs shortly after his sixteenth birthde.y,in a poem,7.1HE 

WUNNEBERGIADE, WRir:L1TEN IN HONOR OF A FELLOW STDDENT,;iHe pictures 

his companion as a pig who had come to the Lyceum for edu

cation.The last strophe is Heinesque: 

But he who told you all this, 
• 

What do you th:L:nij:? He is a Jew. 

And ·he has sung of a pig . . 

Out of sheer toleration. 

Bienenstocl~ conjectures (48) that 1Vuneberg might have ce.lled 

Helne a p:tg .,upon which the latter consecric1ted his poetic 

ta.lent to a return of the compl imant. 

'rhere is no r-0~1son for supppsing that Heine,::1s a child, 

actually suffered at bhe hands of his fellow st.udents .. Coming as 

he did., from a good and comfortable home ,he would not be regarded 

as a pariah.There might have been some chance of being noticed 

on the sco:e.e of his w1"etched German g:r•e,1nmar,spoiled,no doubt.,by 

his domestic use of Yiddish.Even his early letters display a 

l '. 
' 



su:rpris j,ng ignorance of the f_unde1mentals of German orthog ... 

raphy and syntax.But in habit and deportment he resembled his 

neighbors ;he ldssed the hands of the pr:l.est,and presumably par

ticipa.ted in the gener>al religious instruction as then offered 

by the Lyceum. 

Heine reports in his 'MEMOIRS .... and evidently with r~e:rious 

intent ... tha.t the rector S·oha.llmeyer ,who had conceived a. deep 

liking for the boy,and who would often consult with the mother 

as to Harry's pr•ogreas,was insistent on h:i.s becoming a. Catholic 

pr lest .Karpel.es merely noted the poet I s statement ,~.nd for1•oes 

eomment;Bienenstoek simply glosses it over by remarking: 11':ehe 

mothe:r,a ra.tlona;aia.t.,a.nd Jewess,would not have henrd of it, 

Heine himself in his later confess&ons makes light, of it 11 • 

Puetzfelc1( Ch.2) takes it seriously,and incl1..1des it in his 
. ' 

interesting rem0rks on Heine's early enthusiasm f'ot> Catholi

cism.But Plotke(P,. I2) appea.rs to have stated the natur•e of the 

reaction experienced by the Boy's folks at the offer.,in these 

wo:t1dsYYes ,the indifference( to B'ud81.ism) went so far that with 

all seriosnems of mind it was discussed about permitting the 

boy to stPike out for a career in the ciergy ....... so Judaism first 

beci:-lme a problem,which,imbedded in his head and heart,took per ... 
·11 

me.nent and indestructible root there. 

If we wish t.o complete anea1"ly picture of Beine ,we must 

rem.ember his profound and livelong rever•e,e for Napoleon,which 

played so significant a piirt throughout his l:i fe.Napoleon,who 

appeared in Dusseldorf tn IBII and I8I2,while honored by the 

I '1 



Rhine lands,was especially loved and worshipped by the Jews of 

that district.To him they attributed their rise in social sta-
1 . ~ 

tion~the abolition of personal taxes which had been installed 

thf~ t the Jews might not be regarded as pe:l('>SGn.s, but as chat tel. 

To him also they ascribed their p1"osper:l..ty in business, the bulk 

of whioh lay :tn their hands .l¥ha t wonder, then, that they weee f1" iends 

of the French,for which reason they became anathema to the old 

Gel.l'lll1ans who ,after I812 .,wished to rebuild .. the old Ghettes in many 

a city.As one who had profited by the successes of Nr:ipoleon,Hel:r:te'8 

father was naturally very enthusiastic ovel'' the great general's 

a:rr:tval;and his mother,who,as we have noted,was intensely German 

in her sympath:tes, could not refra:tn from bestowing her· admiratim 

upon this benevolent military gen:1.us.Of the younp· bo/s attitude 

Bienenstoc.k s0yg(56) :'~.nd when,in addition,he het¾rd how his rel ... 

atives s1:mg songs of praise about him,h0w they 1a.uded his nobil-

1 ty of spirit .,his kindliness ,his gr•eat-hee.rtedness ,and his love 

for the J'ews,it is no wonder that.,under thespell of these impress

ions he composed the TWO GR!!:NDIERS , this masterpiece of youth ... 

ful poetry,fulJ. of inspiration and of f'eeling,that his heart beat 

wildly when he saw the Emperop himself- 11himself--Hossanah 11 --the 

Emperor.u 

Since the Napoleon--worship plays so •important a role 

thr•oughout his la t,er 1 ife, it• would be of va.1ue to quote ~ passa.ge 

from Duoros (J?.,56) ,who,in turn takes it, from Beugnot 1suMemoires 11 

• 
" Now,one beeutiful morning in I8II,a spectacle absolutely new was 



offered to the inhabi:bants o~Dusseldo1"f .The Emperor had just 

· arr:!.ved in their eity··-···The chiefs of the religions permitted 

in the grr:lnd-dutchy presented themselves in a. s :lngle line bef'ore 

Mis ll[ajesty.The chief of the synagogue occupied the center,hav:Lng 

a. t his right the dE.rn.n of the Oa.tholol ic chapter ,and at his le ft 

the oldest Protestant minister.The old rabbi had a most beauti

ful hea.d,which harmonised wonderfully with his costume--He spoke 

in a serious tone the following wordslSire,the ministers of' thoS!Je 

religions which recogrnti!ile the same God,preach the same ethics ,and 

t:r.y,although by different paths,to lead men to virtue,and make 

him more worthy of lj.fe in heaven,have not separated :bhernselves 

in 01"der to render homage to him,who. as a New Cyrus ,has rebuilt 

our tern ples ,rea1<ied our al tars ,and r•eestabl ished the ancient ous -

toms of our solemnities.They promise to instruct the people in 

the love of your sacred person,in respect for your laws,in 

thankfulness for .your kindnesses ,and they feel themselves wo1•thy 

of setting the example 11
- ... -- ... 'J.1he Emper•or replied 1 11 I accept your 

honlfi\.ge and f)pprove you:r sentiments I all men are brothers before 

God .. They ought to love and support each other,no me.t,ter what may 

be their 1'."eligious dlffer~nces .You present her•e a beautiful ex

ampleu 

Accepting Beugnot' 8 account as trus·~wort,hy,one can :readily 

pt:r ceive how the plastic im.aginatl:on of the fourteen-year old boy 

must have been fired at hearing the interctlhange of sentiments be

tween i-..abbi and emperor .His later,' admtrat ion is mer•ely a reflec

tion of this fir•s t en thus ia.sm which had permee.ted his youthful 



spirits.Re may at times hei.ve been his political opponent,he did 

condemn his rule after the Restoration;but he never became his t 

enemy,he. did not cease to love him,evem: when he found cause to 

hate him.The sympathy and honor which he saw lavished upon the 

hero by the Rhine lands made him forever• the la t,ter's. 

Little more is known of Heine's life in Dusseldorf,except 

a few minor incidents related j_n the MEMOIRS ;but these have no 

Jewish bearing,We do know,however.,that when Heine was preparing 

to J.es.ve tha Lyceum to make his ,start, in tha. world,there begam at 

home a fierce discuss:ton a sto the precise means by ~which this 

~u_ccess w~s to be attatned.Fathe1\1ri11othor,and_relati.ves,all had 

the:tr individ.ual view as to the easiest path.Yet all the attempts 

that we:ee made to find him a place in life fa:i.1.ed to correspond 

with his temperamentaJ. benj.At fiil.st he studied at the Lyceun:Yf!!to 

make himself fitted for the serv:Lce of the Emperor at court--an 

ambition suited so well to his parentlrs: love for splendor.Then he 

learned English,geography and book-keepint? in the hope that he 

might some day become a second Rothschild.Following which courses, 

he entered the banking firm.of RindskoJ)f' in Frankfurt,where he 

remained scarce three weeks,then exercised his business genius 

in a grocer's shop,but this inspj.ration lasted only one month. 

·somewhe.t baffled by his fruitless ,41..fforts at, success ,he :returned 

'.1 home,but tr>iea. his 1uol-c cmce more,this time in Hambm"g.InI8I8 he 

'ii .! opened in this city,on his own a.ccount,a commision house for 
,a 
j Englielh goods,but he could only hold out a few months.His uncle 
4 , .. -- -
-;!! -~ SoJ.omon,one of the wealthy Jc1ws of the day,recognisinj: thst the 
t 
! 
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proverbia.l Jewish instincts were not bestowed in e..ny generous 
I 

roee.sur•e upon h:ls young nephew,decided' t<D supply him with the 

means for studying jur•isprudence .So once more the poet turned 

to his home town to study La.tin for college entrance •. At last he 

could enjoy a short respite of quiet 1wherein he could indulge h1s 

own fancies for a time,before going again into the world, 

Before leaving' Dusseldorf1 He:tnemust have already been . 

pog~essed of many of the elements that were later to come t'o .. \ 

the surface in his wl"'it,ings .Let us see if we ea.n isolate a few 

of the salient points in his spiritual endowment.His training., 

as we have seen,wa:::i a curio) blend of Jew:lsh and French learning. 

On the one hand he had to conform to an outwardly Jewish ritual; 

on the other,he reoped the benefits of. the French culture which 

prevailed in his part of the country.Of this decided French twist 

in his education Bienenstock sF1ys
1!The German national element 

played only a secondary role,and when in I8I3,Heine,among other 

students of the Lyceurn.,offered h:tms9.lf to fight against Napoleon, 

it was merely the desire to imitate,a youthful,u.noe.loulated step. 

Th'is was not the result of an outbreak of nat1.onal feeling,since 

his love ,ior Ger1many came at a later period in his 1 ifs 1 when he 

came into closer contact with th€, Gei"nw.ns ,when he himself had to 

suffer because of the faui ty adjustments in the German kingdom, 

and when he was finally forrced to eat b:resd in a fore:lgn V1nd, 

far from rele.tives and.friends and peop1e. 1'At this time ,thfm,soroo 
I 

of his leading mental traits wereran ·excessive enthuslasm for Na. ... 

poleon,a. partialtty for French literature,with H,s coneomita.nt 

· I 

i 
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Welt-anschauung--rat:l..onalism and ske;ptioism,rrhe latter,in turn, 

must have had deo•ided influence upon his Jewish life.His parents, 
( 

e.s we have SEH:m,had practica.lly compelled him to observe the 

minutiae of Jewish ous tom, but they themBel vas had showd: no par·~ 

tioular• solioj,tude conoe1"ning their O'Wl'l nor• their son's religious 

welfare .oonsequen~,ly,muoh of the flatulent prose that has been 

devoted to en exagg@lra ted e,s t :lma tc'l a!D' the pePmanenoe oi' tne : 

,Jewish .Leelin'h which Helne imbibed in his youth,must be taken _,.. 

at great, discount.Rea.red in an indi:nerent Jewish home,knowing 

11·ctJ.e Hebrew or BioJ.e,havj.ng studied in a oati)lio ·cloister, 

and or•ea.thing constantly the mock:l..ng air of French influence, 

twine cannot ue truthfu . .Ll.y che:racterised as being intense.Ly J·ewish; 

when 110 lei't for Univer•sity.I oelieve that a.;u. re:f'eX,ices to the 

Jews o:r an exa.J.ted nature may 'be traced almost entir•ely t0 in

:t:'luences working upon him in later life .All ·the lilltR:m charm 

which he casts upon Jewish home J.1:t'e must have been eithel'' an 

echo of hj.s own reading- .... not of' an alarmingly mul ti1arious 

natu:re in this pai"ticular tield--or eJ.se was drawn from ao ... 

tUc'll contact w:tth such scenes in ai't,e1 ... days .A,t any l"ate,I cs.n 

find nothing to just,:Lfy the :t'ollowj.ng'. sta tciment 01' ,ljienenstoclq 

11His later att:ltude to"':ard Judaism,his love for Jewish history, 

for the BibJ.e,the in#,luenoe of Hebrew poet)ry upon his creative 

genius ,e.11 take root in his ea.rly Jewish tre..ining 11 1 At the utmost, 

the facts we 11.a.ve at ha.nd permit us only t0 SU1"'J11.ise t,ha.t ~t the 

boy must. have ha.d a. consctousness of his being a .Tew,soroeth:tng 

different from his env:tronment,and that this fact ente.iled 
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some difficulties forlliim.Beyond this ,we are onunsafe ground,andare 

for•ced to play with delightful conjeot,ures. 

EARLY WORKS • 

I 
I me.ntioned,while discussing the various phasE➔ S of Heines early 

struggle with t~• fin0.noial worl.d,that he spent some time with 

a ba.nker of Frankfurt.The critles have not riveted enough emphasJ.s 

on this appa1"ently unimportant point.Let us J.magine thts ardent, 

independent,ce.refl"ee spirit of D~sseldoPf suddenly brought to a 

realisation of his place in the universe by a glimpse of the 

Frankfurt Ghetto.In his home town the Jews composed a very small 

minority and wom· comfortably s1tu.atedin an atmosphere that 

breathed tolerance.In Frankfurt,with its narrow Ghetto lanes, 

with its Jewish faces seamed with care and apprehension,with its 

many corners tha. t ht:n"'bo1"0d squtStl0r and penury ,he wa.s conf1"onte d 

for the first time in his life by this relentless fact--that he 

was a member of a branded people. 

There are a f'ew fJ:>equently recurring motifs in Heine I s 

Jewish utt~n~ances the pr1mar•y imJ?Ulse of which may be t1"aced 

to this brief Frankfuy,t interlude .The poet t,elJ.a us how he first 

" . met L,udw:l.g Borne at this time dur:.t.ng the Passover oelebratj_on. .,__ ___ _ 
~ ~c::h..J_, ,. 

'flhis evemt,·together with a sketch of' the Ghetto in Heines Memoir ,. 
of Borne.The~e the poet also traces his inordinate lave for Jew

ish dishes to his acquaintance with them at this period.Repeat

edly in his correspondence and rl3!:marks on Jewish life he sr.oseka 

his lips at tha recollection of these ohoice,but solid,dainties 

" 



in which the Frankfurt Jews luxuriated atfthe holiday time.Then 

too,the peculiar zealot:ry whieh marked 1th:ls intensive Ghet·to li~ 

left a decided :repulsion :tn his sensitlve nature;a disgust 

which was further a.ggi-•avated by the petty meannesses of trade as 

earried on in an envil'•onment which reeked with sordidness .we shlh.ll 

have occas:J.on again to not:1.ce to what degree of bitterness the 

po~t rises as he lashes these regrettable aspects of Jewish life. 

In the meant:tme,however,we shall content ourselves with a 

discussion of a work which critics describe as undoubtedly 

taking rise dur•ing th.ls peri.od .1:'his is the poem BELSCHAl:iEH, in ... 

o:Luded in thf:2 cycle YOUNG SORROWS ,and belonging to the group 

wri t;t,en between !8!7 and !82! .The inspiration for this poem seems 

to ha.ve been of a two .... fold chF-traoter .The first influence appea1"s 

to have been that of' Byr•on who in I8!4 pubi ished his famous HEBREW 

MELODIES which were translated into G:er:rrian in !820 .Byron.,whose 

st.ar loomed bright in the Germany of that day,was one of Hej.na's 

most a.biding enthusiasms .No,vin the Hebrew Melodies there oocurfl,'I. 

apoem l"0markably like Helne's;:tn faot,,thebeginnings og both bea.r 

a striking resemblance to each other .But, independen.tly of Byro~ 

Hat ne seems to have been stung into a.ct,ivity by a few phrases of 

the Passoven Haggadah.Plotke assigns these two passages as most 

suggestive of Heine's poem:Wayehi baoha.tsi halailoh mishtaf~r 
11 II II 

biohleh kod.eshandpas jad kosvoh lekaaleah zul bapesach.The poem 

na.1:-:r.•a tes in terse language the drama t :to moment of the appea1"anoe 

of the handwriting on the wa.J.l,and without a hint as to Daniel's 

interpretatton of the passage there f0J.lows the eoncJ.ud.ing 



statement of the king8 death. 

Comjaring the poems of Byron a.tnd Heine,one may easily reco

gnise a difference in their tenor.Both men were attracted by the 

pessimism that lay imbeclded in the Bible story.Byron emphasises 

in all its details the vanity of human pride and the inevitable 

grave that awaits all at the end of' paths ogf g;lory.Heine sings 

a paean o,f praise to Jehovah by whom the tTews we re avenged .The 

irony of fate is e.ccentuated by having the king,swollen w:tth 

pride,raise a wine-filled beaker and exclaim:· 

Jehovah.,for thee I declare my eternal disdain, 

-~I am the king of Babylon. 

Row sincerely this mirrors the sentiments of the orthodox Jews 

of his day, is at once ma.de clear by compal"ison wi'tl1 the Hag ... 

gadah which abounds in allusions to the tyrants whom the God 

of Isl''ael had punished. 

Heine• s univ01•s:t"ty courses at Bonn and Goettingen 

interest us very slightly,since his real Jewish aotj,vity begins 

in Berlin,and we know of no single event or influence that 

may have directed him along this line wh:lle at the former inst,i.

tution.Yet there is one work whioh,some eritics rnainta.in,was 

begun at Goettingen but finished while in Berlin in I82I.For 

the purposes of our study it makes very little difference as 

to the correctness or inoorBectness of this view.The fact remains 
, 

that a.1ready upon bis arrival in Ber;lin,.~eine was at work upon 
. ~ . 

one of his most power:f'Ul pronouno0ment.s on the Jewish question. 



,, 
This wa.s ·~ha drama'Alma.nsor~It opens upon one_o:f' the most thrill-

ing eve~ts in modern history .Ferdinnncl and Isabella ,determined 'bo 

unite their respective countries at all eosta,had hit upon the 

standordising of religion as the fittest groundwork for such 

unification.The Inquisdltion became the instrument by whioh Moors 

and ,Tews were mad,e to l"ecogn1se tha.twealth,:f'amily.,,and' life depend

ed on their reconciling themselves_to the prevalling religion. 

·Q.uiel-tly the banned Jews fled from Spaim where they had tarried 

fo:r several hundred yea.rsi,and had experienced the second blossom

ing since thf) dispersion.Also,when Grana.da,thelast stronghold 

of ~he sti_:tf~eeked Moors ,wi:1s laid. waste ,thousands of Mohammedans 

lef·t the land to pi thh tent across ·the sea .This is the moment, a. t 

which ALMANSOFi beg:lns its act,ion. 

Why should Heine have been led to choose such a pa.clc

ground?Na turally there must ha.ve been an extraordinary att1.,a.ct ... 

ion for him in this story of the exile.No other epoch could have ,., 

appealed to his .Tewish sympathies mo1;,e oolJ).pell ingly than this bit 

from Spanish histotty,which also contributes its poignant share t,o 

Jewish annals .For, just before ·this disaster had befallen them., 
/',,)I, 

Jewish litera·ture had risen to its finest heights,and the woful 

griefs which the Jews were made to bear were all the keener 

because but a moment, before the Spanish sun had glef1med most 

brightly upon them.One critic suggests that if in the following 

lines 1Tehovah were substituted for Mohammed,one could wish for 

no finer portrayal of the Jewish exile: 



nWhen the.t happened,he toolt in his arms e.nd carried h:i.msel:f',the 

beet of t-r•easures ,Mohammed's s crol.1 of I the 1aw, this same old a.nd 

holy parchment which onoe his fa:bhers had brought with them to 

Spa1n.!nd so we let't the fields of our home-land and jo_urneyed 

forth,half-hesitat1ngly,a.nd half in haste ,as if something in

visible ,with white arms and meltingly sweet voice were pulling 

us backwards,and yet the howls of wolves were urging us forward. 

AS if it were a mother's kiss at her last parting,so breathed we, 

full of desire,the scent of the Spanish myrtle and cj.tron woods, 

while weepingly the trees rustled about us;grievously sweet the 

air pla.yed about us,and the sorrow-stricken birds,as if' bid.ding 

us farewell, fl ut.tered a bout us, the mute wandere1"s • 11 

Still another conside1"a.t1on.We have S('.'len that in l'.i'rank

furt Heine had had an opportunity to witness the unfortunate 

aspects of Ghetto life .Now,Hambur•g had no Ghetto v.nd the Jews 

were made to suffer co~pe..ra,tiMely less persecution in the Stein

weg,the Jewish quarter,than did their correl:i.gionists penned up 

behind walls ;yet I fol" the f'h"s.t time in has life ,Heine met in 

Hamburg with that raw and undisguised Jew ... hatred the.t must have 

seared his free sp:tr:i.ts to the quick .Just as took place in other 

cities when the French withdrew their armies,there oocurrectt in 

1819, in Hamburg ,riots o:f' suffio:1.ent severity t_o convince the 

young st,udent the,t a rea.o·tj.on w~i.s sett:i.ng in hard upon the war 

for emancipation.Our poet,tor·n by conflicting emotions, must 

then have realised most profoundly the tragedy that lay hidden 



in his Jewish identity.Here he stood,a Jew by birth,grown up un• 

consoio1\ of his people•s past,dimly 1~onnected with them by a 
A . 

trivial sma.ttering of tradi•tion heard in his boyhood,by a stereo-

typed performance of Jewish ritual 1{lisgusted with the hollow-

ness of the pre·tense as he found it in Frantfurt and Hamburg, 

---and suddenly he finds himself one of a hounded family.Is it -no+ 

evident that almost .inevHla.bly thepoet' s fancy would fly to some 

such dramatic epoch as the !nquisitton period presents? ~hmr_e wm:s; 

an age which offered the best mirror in which the imperialistic, 

react:Lonary,anti-semitic Prussia might see an accurate c0tmterfeit 

of· itself.With this end in view,Heine d:1.gested a number of works 

on that particular chapter of history.We know that at life 1 s·encl 

he returned,in theHEBREW.MELODIES,to the same theme. 

The question n.ext presents i.tself :Why did Heine who had been 

whipped into creative activity by these unexpected scourges in 

Jwwish life ,deem it most expedient to ve 1.1 his sentiments under 

the thin ge..uze of historioa.i example?Why d:td he not frankly speak 

out his mind j_n such a. crisis?! little reflection 1"evea.1s t,he 

prudence of this disguise.Heine W8S at the time of writing a young 

initiate in the realm of letters.His er:1rly poems,to be sure,had 

a.ttra.e·ted dome attention;but he had not,by any mEH1.ns,a:µt,ached to 

himself that permanent contingent of listeners which in later 
\A, 

days was Huts.To have spolten boldly at this precartos stage of hibs ,, 

career would have been nothing less than inviting a.n avalanche cff 

criticism and enm:ity wh:loh would ha.ve succeeded in crush:tng his 

budd:tng fame .Even his letters at this period betray a caref'.bl. 



feeling-abo_u·t for patronage and k:1.ndly apprec1.ationsa J.i·ttle note 

from Fouqa fills him with unbounded jby.He ha.d not yet developed 

that resiliency of which in later years he made so much boast,To 

pvevent dis~r:ter he erected a false. ta.rget ;he had to smuggJ.e in 

bis ideas into the realm of' thought.Had he dea.lt directly with 

the Jewish ques·tion,he wou.ld have been attaeked as a "tendent-z" 

wr:tter,aia a seeker after specba..eular utterance.As it was,the 

play was poorly reoeived,nol" must its failu1"e be attributed en• 

tirely to a poverty of dra~atic interest.It may be asserted with 

tolerable certe.int,y that the drama was hiE~sed off the stage be

cause both Jew and Gentile found themselves reflected theretn.As 

Heine remarked la:ber, "The move was well planned ,'but it JJ1issed its 

mark 11 

y.i1,.1.rpose 

We may ascertain Heine's not merely from internal refer-
"" 

ences1 but from statements which :bhe author made a.bout h:1.s pro

duction in his letters.Writing to Stej.nmarm in Oet.I820,he dee ... 
If 

la.res:Into this piece Ihave ·thrown all of myself,together wtth m'bl 

paradoxes ,my wisdom,my hate ,my fanaticisrd' .. some critics maintain 

that all this refers to the 11 pangs of disprised ·1ove 11 which Heine 
. . 

experienced when jilted by his cousin .Amalie ..,,.•an evant which. took 

pla.oe about this time--;but j.t gains in significance if we con

nect it with the :f'ollowing,written in Jan.1823,where he speaks 

of ALMANSOR as "a large dramatic poem,whdlee :material is relig

ious ~polemical ,and which deals with timely interaestsi'rro Immer ... 

ma.nn,apparently in exculpation,he writes: 11The local groups of 

toads and verlJ].in have just presen·~ed me w:l.th their filthy tokens 



of attention.,they were oa:r•efuJ. ·to procure my book before it 
I 

came off the press,and ,as I hear,they insist on ascribing to 

.ALMANSOR a 0 tendenz",and bring it to judgment in such fashion 

as to provoke my whole being a.ncl fiJ.l, me with sovereign disgust~ 

This poorly concealing cloak of righteousness is whipped off by 

a passage which occurs later in the same letter:"Besides,I fear 

that the pious people in this country will find much to take 

exception to in this pj.eoe 11 (Apr.IO,I823),0ne suspects that ImmeJ'.' .... 

m::-mn hi_mself could not fe.il to take notice of the fiery hate 

for Christians which the events of· the day aroused in the poet. 

Out of the back-ground of the dremst appee.r persons who 

come into conflict wi·th existing soc~al conditions,and fall a.s 

v:J.otims to these il"·res istible f'oroes .on one hand we have Hassan, 

a fa.natic.,elinging·rigidly to his faith,and oz: the other,Aly, 

with his daughter 'Zuleima,who yield ~o govel'•nmental pressur-e.,and 

accept Chris.tianj.ty • .As the protagonist o;f t};).e dre.ma stands P,.lmanso~ 

who takes .e,;i,position mid ... way between these opposite poles.He 

symbolises.,in a way,a11-reco1:1,ciling love,whose power is of higher 

potency than religious faith~ 

The story runs in ·this fashion:After the fr~.11 of Gre.nada, 
fl 

Isabella planted the cross over the tower as a companion pie3oe to 

the flag of' cas:t jJ/e .T im:td spiri·ts., filled with apprehensiio:t?- for 

their safety,bowed befOPe it;but Hassan the faithful SEH''vant of· 

his mast,er Abdullah,went into battle for the old faith,together 

with a few loyal a.dherenta.Abdullah leoves Spain with Alrnansor 

his supposed son,journeys to Afr:tca and then to Yemen,there to ! 



ei.wa.it the better days to come.But the young Almansor could not abide 

this rest1"aint;his soul cha.fed at bei:mg removed from :Zulei:ma.,Aly 1 s 

de.ughtei" .HeedlE:H:is o~ his danger ,he sets out for hie:: b 1rth-place, 

bent on finding her.Has,san tries to check h:ts s.rdor,he warns him 

of the Christian brood which infests the castle where lives his 

beloved.Undaunted,he is about to achieve his aim,when he is over

wbelmed by the news that :zu1e1:ma is to :rna.rry e. wealthy Spaniard. 

Crushed by the tidings,he presents himself before his mistrse•s 

balcony.She hears his serenade and rushes out to meet him.As he 

ple8dS with he~ to flee,she agrees ,but onhhe condition that he 

turn Ohristian,Hassan then appears and offers them aid in escape 

with the hope of. winning '.Zulei:ma for the old f1::tith.r:J.1he lovers 

flee,but finding themselves pursuad,they hurl themselves down an 

abyss rather than suffer the pains of e.n.other se:i;;iarat:1on. 

'° Much energy has been oonsum~~d in the a t,t.ern~ to prove 

that Heine is copying Immermann and Fgu.que, but when all is boiled 

down,the following facts re:ma:tn settlecLFirst,only the creator 

of Schna.belewopski could portray the inflexible partisan for the 

faith of his fathers,Ha.ssan;and Aly 1 s ridiculous servant Pedrillo 

is e..n anticipation of the immortal Gurnpelino.Secondly,the lead• 

ing thesis was surely Heine's,His ch.ief aim,of' course,we.s to 

can.sure thevicious tree. tment of the Jews under Frederick Will iamIII, 

But another shaft is directed against one of those me..nifestations 

of Jewish lifetthe true meaning of which was just: then bej.ng reaJ. ... 

ised by the young author. Hist,o:t:>ice.lly,the movement ha.d grown 

out of the plans of Frederi!hk to force the Jews either :tnto bap-



tisra or bani.shment from the kingdom.Heine is careful to lay all 

the guilt for this persecution at the door of the Catholic priest• 

hoOrl;which,in his opinion, 11 a1ways ma.de its presence ltnown or felt 

whenever faiths were to be bought or exchanged. 11 It was ever ready 

--hf> be br:lbed,even for unworthy ends,for 11Pr:1.ests have their 

trade,a.nd holy men have sam•ed aims;they need money for their 

ehurch-fla.gons and wine with which to fill theijl.0 .J:n a later 

chapter we shall have an opportuni.ty o:f' treating a:t gr>eater 

length Heine's attitudes--for with him there is no such thing 

as one definite attitude on ar:1ything--upon some of the problems 

he touches upon in th:i.a drama .But i·t is important that we see 

how even in this early work tJhdlse problems ,upon which he was to 

. make some of his finest utterances ,were already beginning to loom 

1.a.rge .IPor example ,the priesthood,whioh Heine takefl f1"equent 

occasion to castigate in nea.rly all of his wr•i:bings, isin this 

drama. charged with the responsibility for the miserable plightdif 
' ' 

the Jews;they were,he :maintains,at the bottom of' the order whioh 

1?urden0d. the unfortunate pe6J.e ~i th the a.1 terna ti ve o.f oonver•s :ton 

or exile .He himself is Alm.':tnsor,whi.le Hassan rep111esents t,he natj;U». ... 

nl stubbornness of the orthodox Jew.Are not hhese,words remini~ 
II 

scent of Shylock: I see thE) Spanish dog .There he spits on my 

brother's be~rd~ Or again,tp retm11n ·to t1?,e priests,we find him 

planing the words in the abbots mouth: '~1RlllJt1&:xmaxx rrhat wi~-f3 EJ. b:r-il

liant a.ut.o-dn-fo ,H, rofronhes tho hen.r•t, of' the pious Chr:lsth)n, 

0:nd fr:tghteriEl Lhe h0rd0ned slnnerJ'Nor can one fail to recogni.se 

the l'evenge which He:ine takes of the Jewish persecu.tors ,when the 



stricken Aly,gazing down the a.byss,at theclrama's end,is heard 
( 

to exclamm: "Now Jesus Christ,I have need of thy wo:r.d,thy consola-

t:lon and example .The will of the AJ.lm:tghty I am unable to fe. thorn; 

but apprehension fills me: 'rhe l iJ.y and the myrtle shaJJ. be rooted 

out from the path w€!,ereon God's golden chariot shall roll on in 

proud majesty". 

Confronted with the impassable c:1.rcle, the Jews of Heine I s, 
. . 

day found that the 011ly way to cror1s the circumference wa.se i ther 

to flee the misfortune al together by ba.ptism.,er to ta.lee refuge 

in refor•ms which savoPed strongly of Christi1::mity.In a later 

chapter I shf!Lll discuss this refor·med 11Berlin 11 Judaism as Heine 

four:.d it.Suffice it at. this juncture to mention that 1.n ALMA.MSOR 

Heine lashes the cowardly reneg·ades as well as t1he misled re ... 

formers.Instead of f:lnding h:ls oorreligionists men of faith and 

sta.unchnesg,as he had imagmned their fathers to have been,he 

dis covers -~hem to be weal-1:ly creia tures ,mean money-grubbers., who 

indulged their newl;y ... discovei-•ed parvenu. spirits with freal{iSh 

d:i.versions,in life as well f-3.S eeligion.These baptised Moors--or 

more accmrately--Jews,play a despicable role in Almansor.In thoaoo 

scenes Where the poet portrays the relations of the baptized 

Moors with ~he Christian Spaniards.,he invariably represents 

them ln a half ... huinorous guise~PedrilJ.o the serva.nt.,who is 

zealous in emulation of his mas te1.., ·~.csonverted to Chr;is tiani ty, 

ma.y not be so highly flavorc-K'l. as ,Hyacinth,but the outlines of 

that futm~e wortyy are a.J.ready there .He oannot fi.nd himself at 
~~ 

home in the new religion--a WQgiee-i: counterpart of his tragic 

JO 



1ord .How del ightf'ully he presa.ges Gumpel :I.no I s servant ... -he swears 

continually by the beard of the propl'J,,.et; in one breath he calls on 

JUlah and Jesus ;a.nd when the Moors are attacked 1he forgets that 

they should be regarded as enemies 1but keeps on referring to 

them as 11 our people 11 .Nor does his master Aly fare better, for his 

servant tells him with crossed arms ''that the roast h~s not been 

a success" ,while at the same meal :wki:l:B he must suffer while 

the guests heap lavish encommurns upon the flesh and. wonder how 

on earth the prophet could have forbidden sucl1 a. delio8 cy to his 

nat:Ion.By such suggestive touches the poet drew the curtain on 

the inner con fl iet which ensued 1h the convert,' s bre8st ,whose 

only attachment to the new faith must have been of e purely 

pra.ct1.oa.l nature ,devoid of that fond sentiment which he still 

eherished 11n secretJf'or the old fr:iith which he had deserted.The 

grand climax of' this outburst of scorn which Heine heaps upon 

these people is put in the mouth of the loyal. Hassan: 

11 I•1lee this place where the new faith sprouts as you 

would pest ... infested ple.ces .There one draws from your hee:rt 

with sweet tongs your inmost self and replaces it with a 

snake .There they will pour on your head .leaden drops, bright 

end hot,so that never•more will your brain recover• from its 

w1.ld pain,a.nd they will :b.hen give you a new one,so that 

when you:t• angel calls upon you in warning·, by your old 

name ,he will call in vain 11 

One :me.y also discern. in 11.Alma.nsor"ea:r.ly adumbre.tions of 

the many baaut:i.ful passe.ges which Heine later dedicated to that 

singleness o#, ide~l which glo1":tfi.ed. the olden Jews. In the eharae ... 



ter of Hassan is crysta.lJ. ized the Jewish rabbin 1-cal caste, 

the rigicl.,unshaka.bJ.e adherents of' th1e old belief.Hassan sa;ys of 

himself and compeer_Js: 11 Just as the snow never disappea.rs there 

above ,so never fled the glow in our breast,; just as these,t,, moun

te..ins never stir.,so never waver•ed our loyal fa.ith 11
• 

I h1ive devoted so much space to elabore.tion of the 

na.ture e.nd s ignif'icance of A~JMANSOR,because it seems to focus 

so many converging rays of Jewish inter•es t. It revee.ls Heine 

in his formative period.,profoundly, moved at his people's plight,; 

yet cf.ire fully avoiding open conflict by ostensibly concealing 

the Jewish purport of the work .,And in this defE-mr;e of the Jews 

we see him fulminating against conversion.,.mongering prj.estllnga

against the convert~'\3s and refc,rmers;sp0e.king reverentlally of, 

the old fe.1-th and it 1 s sincerity.We shall never know Heine's 

a.ctua.J. feelj_ngs in the ma.tte1",bece.use no man ever wrote who put 
- t . 

moi:-e dista.nce betweon his chara.cter and his work,who spoke more 

spontaneously or furiously- mt thE3 least stimutus ,who showed 

more thought,l<::1ssness a.rid abandon than did Heine .It is somewhat 

disconcerting to be forced to admit that Heine 1 S reflections on 

Jewish life fo1"m no consistently 01"ge.nic whoie,but are rather 
., 

detached,ephemere.l spa.rks,struck off at white heHt.,1r1, the follow-

ing chapters we must be content to thrust our me11tal reserve.t:i.ons 

in the background.,and attempt to mould some sort of foi--m out of' 

the str•ay bits which Heine has left lying about, 



Helne in 13erlin ............... The Verein. 

Rightly 'bo ,grasp the importance of t,he Ver•e in in the spiritual 

life of, the Jews of Heine's day} as well as in the poet's own l if'e, 

it is necessary that we spend a little stu.dy on thE~ orig'ins of 
, . 

this society .one fa. ct is clear: that it was a log 1-oal outcome of 

the movements in Jewish life of the latter· half of the eigb.teen th 

century. 

The first, European Jew who devoted h:Lmsel1' to noniJewish cUl- ___ ,,,,,,. 

ture,e.nd who at the some t,ime fought for the spiritua.1 e.ruanoipe.-

tion of his peot,le,was Moses Mendelssokn.Although he rc-nnained true 

to the faith of his fa.tb.ers,he maintained that it bore no contra ... 

diet ion to the 1a,,s of modern society ,and for• that reaa:on he plead-

ed for the civil equality of the Jew.'ro t.he Jewish people he dec

lared,however ,that, if they wished to obtain the f1,eedom wh:tch was 

due them,and remain worthy of it,then they must free themselves 

from the str•aitening bonds of mediaeval Juda.ism.In spite of ijis 

preachments and per•sonal influence .,these ideas which seemed to be 

so effioa.cj.ous in his particular case .,resulted in utter havoc in 

the Jewish life of his friends and followers.His own da ughter1 ,. 

together with a la.rge group of the younger generation,became con-

verts to Chr1st,ianity,the underlying bE,lief being tha.t ther•eby 

this emancipation which Mendelssohn had preaohed,woulcl become 

easier. It was kill j,ng the goose that le. id the golden eggs. 

Only a few d.isoiples of Mendelssohn wer•e able to grasp his 

philosophy of .Juda ism,and they u.nde1•took the taslc of completilng 

jJ 



the master's wol"'k.The chief of these was David Friedlt.!lnder,who in 

1780 cr•eated a. ,Jewish F'reis chule ,and whb was followed by several 
. '~---

others in the same pat,h .These reformers felt that the most efficient 

way to achieve emancipa t :ton would be to eradioa te from Juda ism 

all ant:t.quat,ed oustoms<>They opposed violently the notion of. con

version which the othe:r> emancipationists had adopted .But an idea 

of the success of the :;.;ovement in a.chiev:tng the desired a.im,:may 

be gleaned from the fact that J?riedlander himself deserted and ~----
............. -•-". 

went over to Christianity. 

Bienenstock (pg.I~) traces the rise of theVerein from these 

movements in the following masterly fashion, "We can best appraise 

the spiritual role of this Regeneration in the development of Jew

i.sh life,if we recall the crippled,bent Jews of the Ghetto,t,urned 

back on themselves,and compare them with the Jews of the nineteenth 

century.We need to know scarcely anything of the history of the 

Jewish spiri~ual development, to be able to coml?rehend the enormous 

progress of the Ghetto .... Jew~L, to the mode1:-n Jewlfhere he was bent 

over his musty fo1ios of the TaJ.mud;which he seemed to flll with 

life ,Here he laves himself 1 fi.J.led with joyJ in the reviving foun ... 

tain of the modern cuJ.tures,which inspire him with life.There he 

lived secluded from the entire world,devoted to trade and usury; 

het'e open before him all the doors of the ce.J.l i.ngs .IJ.,he proverbial 

stubbornness of the Jews was first broken by M.e,ndelssohn )who showed 

his cor•rel :t.p; ioists how one can be e. modern man ,and yet keep his 
/I -

belief,provided one does not yield this belief for every civil 

a11evia tion or privilege .Those who did not possess this cons cio1-
/\ 



ness ,misunderstood. their leader ,despaired of the futuN9 of Juda

ism,and went over in droves to Christaanity .When the~ orthodox saw 

this de:f'ectj.on,they shrank back in terror,andwt>\Ja.d have nothing 

to do with European culture.But there were found a few men who did 

not hesitate at this c:i;>itica.1 moment.r.rhey came to the conclusion 

the. t Juda1.sm would suffer no harm by corning into conta.ct wi.t,h 

the cultur•es of other natioY\,.q,provided that they exploited these 

cultures for the strengthening of their own Jewish self ... conseious

ness.iitith this purpose.,there was founded in BerJ.in,in I82tJthe 

11Vere :tn fur KUl tur und 'Wis sens c'),:rt des Judentums II. 

In the statutes announced by the organisa.tion in I828.,we 

find the following elucidating clauses: 

11 The lack of ha:t>mony between the whole inte1~na1 state of 

the Jews,and. their external 0U1ture 1 has obtained for many years,

while thi.s people wa.s among the nations .But this glaring contrast 

has come m.ost noticeably to the fore in recent years •1:Phe new times 

ha.ve cal.led forth,by reason of an all-powerful metamorphosis of 

ideas,also among the Jews,wherever they :may he,different ideals; 

and these da:tly accentuate theoppress1ve feeling of contrast,./rhis 

stat,e of' aff:'a.i:rs demands a complete revampj_ng of the peculiar edu

ca.t.lon and mode of J. i:f'e which has pe:t•s isted among the Jews till 

the present day.It requires a.lso,the:l:r 1•0aching to the saime stand

point which other Europer:m nations have attained.Since this modifi

ca,tion can come only through the .Jewr::1 themselvei,; :Lt musb Jf'U!'ther

more ,be ,not the work of the entire organism.,but must have flS authors 

kindred spirits ,the more int.ellectu.al classes •1ro achieve thin e.im, 

--- in 



the verein iproposes the following methoct,;litn association of those 
I 

people who feel themselves capable, through powt3r and calling, to se·t 

the Jews in hal"'mony w:l.th their age and states wherein they live, 

by means of an educational de:velopment fr•om within.On the one hand, 

it w:Lll make use of anything tha t1 may enlarge the realms oi' in tell i

genoe ,a,s for exa.mple,founding of schools,seminaries,academies.,act1ve 

employment of l :lterary and other public arts .on the ot1he1" hand, the 

tendencies.making for discord with the complete progPam will be 

suppressed.,by lea.ding the rising generat:l.on into pr•ofesBions,arts, 

agriculture,and scholarly purslll.its,and by cr:-ushing. the one-sided 

incline:tion for trade ,and by Pemolding the social relattonships 

by changing their tone 11
,. 

A. program of th;ls nature must have bespoicen the liveliest 

interests of the young Heirn:f as he came :tn contact with the Jewisl;l, 

in tell igenoe of Berl in. In the broad sweeps of Jewish history, such 

an organisation fails to attract attention,simply becauso,J.ike 

all ·visionary programs, it lacks the support of the multitude ,which 

cannot breathe such rarified Utopian ai.r,.J~ven :l:n the upper circles, 

which we shall study a. little closer> in the next ehapt.e:r1 ,we sha:n.1 

find little sympathy with the avowed aims of the society.Such opposi

tion of feel :tng we recognise in our own day b(:Yt,ween Reformed and 

Cultural Jews ......... the latter class incl 1.1ding a large type of Zionists, 

social workei>s 1 oommuni1&Y educe.tol'.'S ,etc.From Heine's str:tct.u:r•es on 

the Reformed Jews of his day.,we discover that to the average presper"". 

ous BerJ.:ln Jew,the verej.n bor.'e the same l"elt1.tton as,let us say.,the 

Reform Jew of to-da;v baa.rs to the .A.caclemic1.ans .Regarded fr-om a broad 



view..-point 1the verein was simply a logical phenomenon :ln the 

Jewish world of that period ,but ephe!me:r•al ,and nee.rly fruitless ,as 

far as larger• mov-ements go.Still,since it was a poworful stimulus 

for the awakening of the Jewish feel :l.ng in Heine ;ar1(,fur•thermore, 

because most of his J·ewish aquaintances were members of the organi ... 

zation,and he h:i.mself was for a tiime one af its active members,it 

deserves a modicum of detailed attention. 

In the personelle of the Ver ien we find several noted namei..:i. 

Chief among them is U1at of Edur;1.rd Ga.ns ,whom we shall have occasion 

to meet further in this study.In addit:lon to being one of the 

greatest jurists of h:ls age ,he dE3Voted himself earnestly to the 
~ 

creation of a philosopic bas is :for the actt:ial work of the society. 

An ardent student of Hegel ,he hoped to bring Judaism into the march 

of progress as outlined by that popular philosopher of history• 

Without delving into the subt;le ramifications of this schol!:U3tic 

Jewish structur•e, it w1:t.l be suff icie:nt for the purpose of our 

study merely to 1.ndice..te that the germ. of his hope W&tfJ the continued 

and effective operation of Juda:tsm among the nations ,without the 
' . . 

assimilation which always ensued upon contact with other peoples .• 

It was a 11 pe1"m.anen.ee of the whole, just, as a s·trea.m persists in the 

ocee.n" .rro expedite the attainment of th1s goal was the aim of' the 

Vere:i.n. 
r 

Ga.ns .,then,was the philosohlcal exponent of the ideals of 
,A 

l the vereino~~o bring these ·to public notice w013 the duty assigned 

to li,eopold '.Zunz,who,in the interests of the society,c0nducted the 

11 'Ze its chrift fur die Wis sens cfa:rt des Judenthurns 11 .To devote e. few 
/\ 
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lines to the worl.c of this mast,er of J ewish knowledge would barely 

indicate his importahce for om• subject ,To do more would be beyond 

the limits of this stud;y;.Suffice it to rema1"lc of Zunz that he was 

the most zealous spirit of t,he sooiety.,that he was the last to leave 

it ;and while Gans and others went, so far as to convert to Christi

anity .,he remalned true to tlle faith of his fathers. 

A thi:t:"d.,whose name is f'amil iar oh:tefly because the valuable 

bulk of his correspondence with Heine is preserved,was Moses Moser., 

who,with Gans and :Zunz founded the Verein in November I8I9.0ther 

membe1:>s with whom we meet in Heine• s letters ,were Marcus ,Wohl will, 

F:riedlander,Bendavid.,and Lehma.nn.Perha.ps we shall meett some of 

them again in Heine's quoted passages. 

In August I822,Heine became a member of the organisation. 

With his characteristic enthusiasm.,he immediately devot,ed himself 

to those aspects of the work in wh:lch he took delight.He had charge 

o:r the correspcmdence ,he taught :ln the little school established 

by the society,persuaded his uncle Simon to become one of them, --
labored. to improve ·the l?ertfl0dica1 ,and proposed to write a pa.per 

on the Judenschmefz.It was at this time tha.t Heine ma.de a vis:lt 

to Poland .,and published his first prose work 11 UEBER POLENtt • 

'.Phis little work is important. in that it be·~ra.ys a keen 

insight :I.nto Jev,:tsh a.ffairs ,and already e.t this Ernrly stage 1:,e 

del, ights in poniarding the weak spots of cont,emporary Jewdom. 

Furthermore .,the Polish ,Jew is portrayed as a happier morte.J. than 

his brother in Posen;his Jewish neighbo:iis iilisp.lay a more closely

knit sent.iment of brotherhood than do the distract.ad elements of 

Posen Jewi:"y.In :f'act,the incisive sa:t:tre employc~d by the young writer 



drew upon h1.m bitter rejoinders from his German contemporar1.es .In 
' ' . ( 

a letter to Wohlwill,Apr:tl 7,1823,he writes: 11 Tl1is paper has stirred 

up the whole grand ... duchy of Posen .,A.lt•eady in Posen papers, criticism, 

or 1"ather,insults.,thre0 times the size of the article.,have appeared. 

And these came from the Germans who ca.nnot forgive me because I have 

por•trayed tham so fa i thfulJ.y, and have raised the Jews to the t, j_ers 

etat in Poland. 11 
• .At ,±,1:).e risk of des·tro;,ing bala.nce,I shall 'b;ranslate 

the,t pa.1:-t of the article which de&1ls directly with Jewish affail3s. 

Since much of our knowledge of Heine• s ree. ct ion to the Jewish prob -

lem is to be pieced togethel ... from desultory rem.arks scattered through 

a number• of various product, ions, it is refreshing to ~is cov·er a lengthy 

passage definitely devoted to a pha,•:Ht of .Jewish l :tfe. 

uBetween the p easant s.nd the nobles of Poland stand the Jffirs. 

These constitute pra.ct:l.aaJ.ly m'?re than one-fom•hh of the population., 

pm•sue all trades and business .,and may properly be termed the t :.i..ers 

etat of Poland.Our compilers of statist,j.cs who i:n· all things apply 

the Ger:man,and navel" the Jlrench standarf!~err when they ma:t.nta.in 

that Poland has no tiers etat ,because t)-s stratum of society ~s ~ 
sharply distinguished :trom the others.,because its membe:C's ,~ecav,se 

of a m1sunderstanding of the Oldi 1restarnent ,have failed to flnd favor• 

Furtl1.e1"more ,be ca use externally they appee.r J:>emote from the ideal 

of agreeable citizenship,which is so neatly and devoutly pictured in 

the pocket ... books of Nuremberg ladies under the image of metropolitan 

narr•ow ... mindedness.It is clear then.,tha.t the Jews.,beca.use of the:i.r 

number and posit ion ,ar!3} of greater pol i tics..1 importance in Poland 

than with us in Germa.ny.,a.nd that,if we wisb, to speak the truth about 

; 

I 

l 
l 



t,r1em,we need something more than the grand pawn-shop outlook of 

sentimental. write1:is from the north,or the nat1wal-philosophieal 

profundity of the ~piritue..l shopkeepers from the south.I was 

informed that the Jews of the grand ... duchy stood on a 1ovire1" social 

level than the :i.r EHs tern correl ig ion is ts. I shall not sa.y anything 

definite of the Fol ish J'ews, but suggest, rather Da.vid Friedlander~: 

11 0n the Improvement, of the Condition of the Israelites in the 

Kingdom of Poland~,''Berli.:J.1 I8I9,.Since the appearance of this bbo.k, 

which.,despite an ur1war1~anted l~Cli of appreciatj.on of the meJ:-its 

and moral significance of the rabbis,is written with a remarkable 

love for truth and hum.anity,the eond;tion of the Polish Jews has 

not changed to any noticeable degree.In the grand-duchy they are 

srib.id to have had exclusive control of the t.rades ,t:i.s they now have 

ln the rest of Poland;now,howeve1",one sees :many Christian workmen 

immigrating from &ermany ,and the Pol :lsh peasan-ts a1so seem to find 

trades and other modes of industry more to their l ik:lng. It is 

sti~ange indeed that the ordinary Pole becomes a shoe .... 1uaktH', br•ewer., 

or distiller.In Walishei,a suJ:nu:-1:> of Posen,! found that invar•iably 

every other housfi was adorned with a t1hoe-maker • s s :tgn. In that part 
(-\,l°''YI~ 

of :PPuoa :La which belongs to Prussia ,no 1.m-ba.ptised 1Jew may a. ttain 

a chr:1.l pos :tt ion; :tn Russian Poland they e.re admitted to all offices, 

because it is looked upon as profitable there •1rhe1"e ,moreover, the 

arsenic of the mines h£ts not been subl irna ted to an ultra-pious 

philosophy ,and the wolves of the old Polish woods have not bE3en 

trained to howf with historic citation$. 

It would be desirable for our government to train the 

Jews of the gra.nd-duj,ohy in e. love for a.gr:tcul ture--for there are 

/f{J 



very few Jewish husbandmen there. In Russian Poland they a.re nurner-
1 

ous.'rhe aversion for agriculture which the Polish ,Jew d:lsplays, 

arose evidently wi·th his former aqu.ainta.nce with the sad plight 

of the enslaved peasant.If the peasantry were to raise themselves 

from the present low level.,then would the Jews seize the plow. 

·w1t,h ·rew except ions all the inns ai:>e in the hands of the Polish 

Jews.,and their numerous distilleries are very harmful to the land.,. 

since they encd.ura.ge drunkenness. among the pea.sants .,. ... -:mve:i:•y noble 
.i) ,, 

has_ a -Jc~w :tn the vllla.ge or city ,wJ::iom he oa.1;s his_ factor ,and who 

prov:J.des for a.J.l of his commis ions·.,pur chases., sales ,and inquil"ies. 

1rhis is an original arrangement whioh reveals the indolence of. the 

Polish nobleman .The material state of the Polish Jews is f:r•ight:ful. 

I shudder when I re call how I first, saw a Polish vi;tlage .,behind 

Mese1"itz.,chiefly inhabited by J·ews.The W1~*cksche ·wochenhlatt.,could 

not f'ilJ. me with such vom:lt:tng revulsion as the sight of these 

dirty tatte1:'ed forms ;and the proud speech of a third ... te11ass boy, 
. . 

zealous for athletic grounds and fatherland.,could not tortu~e my 

ijars so excruciatingly as did the jargon of the Polish Jews.However, 

disgust was turned into pity when I observed the condition of these 

people more cloaely.,and noticed the pig-..sty holes wherein they 

live.,jabber,pray,and trade,,- ... and suffer.The1.r ;anguage is German, 

permeated wit.h Hebrew and adorned with Polish. In early times they 

. had em:f.grated from Germany on account of relig:J,ous per·secutions, 

:t'or the Poles!) in such cases,..\-have always distinguished themselves 
,, 

through'tolera.nceiWhen some hypocrites once advised a Polish king 
~ 

to compel. the Protestants to retur•n to Cathol ioism,he replied 



I ,, 

"Sum rex populorum, sed non oons eient,,bum11
• 

The Jews firs-b brought trade to /Poland and were favored with 

special privileges by Casim:J.r the Great .~rhey appeal'' to have been 

much nearer the noble,s than the peaseints;for,according to an old 

l&rW, when. a Jew turned to Christ ie.nity ,he we.s eo ipso r•a. ised to the 

nobilit;r.r cannot tell:'.why th:Ls J.aw has disappea.red and lost i·ts 

cogency.In those early days the Jews ranked far above the nobles 

in culture and spirit,00.1 powers,for the latter merely pursued the 
' . 

rough military profess ion and la cke->d the French polish .'l1he former 

constantly busied themse_lves with their Hebrew scientific and :r.e].i-

gious books,f'ol" whose Sf'!ka th<:Y had virtue.11y, forsaken their fathe1"

land and the comforts of life.Manifestly,they he.ve not kept pace 

with European culJ:,urc➔ ,and the:tr spj.ritual world has sunk into a 

disagreeable superstitious fait,h.,which an ingenious scholasticism 

wrenches into a thousand fantast,ic shapes .Still, in spite of the 

barbaric fur cap which covers the headl,and the st:1.Jll more barbaric 

ideas whicg fill the latter·,; I esteem the Polish Jew far more than 

many a G,erman ~ew wh<h wears a bolivar on h:ts head ,and carries J'ean 

Paul :i.n his min<L11hrough h1.s sharp isoJ.ation,the character o:f tllll0 

Polish Jew a.quired a unity;when he breathe@ the air o:f' tolEn•ance, 

this char~acter received the ste.mp of freedom.rrhe inner man did not 

turn into a·1· 0quod libet"compou:nd oct''heterogeneous feelings,nor was 
£ 

lt concePrwd by belng constrained by the walls of' the Judengass in 

Frankfort.,or a.11 .... wise municipal laws 1 or kind lega.J. limitations. 

The Polish Jew with his dirty firs,filthy bea1"d,and odo:r of garlic, 

and hi.s ja,:igon, is mo1"e agr•eeable to me than many others in the 

magnificence of ·their government seeur:i.ties~ 



Here and there in Heine I s letters appe1:1r references to. the VEn•ein. 

sometimes :Lt is meriely to rc➔mind Moser that he is still attached 

by sentiment to the orge.nise.tion;at other times he finds fe.ul t 

with the w~ in which the :Zeitsohrift is ed.ited;but we. find no di ... 

ract statement anywhel"EJ as to the aims and attainrn.ents of the 

movement.Howevee.,in later yea.rs.,he takes the oocas:lon of an Glbituax•y 

of Ma.rcus,!844,one of its members,to state briefly h:l.s e.ttitu.de 

towards the Verei >11.From the tenor• of the passage we know that it 

is no longer the youthfu1.,eag01" Heine that speaks.It is a disillus

ioned man who had dreamt of grEH1ter• fields of activity ,who now in a 

pathetic vein recalls the naive attempt at solution of the Jewish 

problem.IN the following excerpt he means to indicate that all the 
.. ~ . ' ' 

work of the society.,withits pre.otioHl a.rnh:i.tj.orn, was to fade away., 

till noth:tng but a few scholarly articles wer·e left to testify to 

ther•e ever having existed a body like ·the Verein. 

"Men endowc~d with spirituality attempted to rescue a cause wh:tch 

was long dead. 1rheLr greatest success consisted in their finding 

the bones of dead warl"iors on the ba. ttle ... f:1.elds of the past 11 ,,A l 1 ttle 

further on in the sto1.me essay ,he not ices the recurrence of e. common 

motif :Ln Jewish 1 ife. "The esoteric purpoBe of this VePein was no 

other than a reconciliation of historical Judaism with modern science, 

of the 10. tter• of which it was assumed that in course of time it would 

e. tta i.n universal swey. Under- similar circumstances, ln the t :tme ofPhD.o 

it was attempted with more or less failure D when Greek philosophy 

decla1"i~d war• against all thE~ old dogmas .1.I'he:re was no question of 

sc).srnati.Cisham-enlightemnent,still less of thF,i,t e:mancj_pat'ion of wh:lch 

they prate nowadays in such a soulless fashion,so that one loses 

1.ntePest ir1 the whole matter". 



HEINE IN BERLIN ------REFORM JUDA.ISM 

'While yet in his first days in Berlin 
1
the Vere1n commanded 

much of Heine's devotion ;but be was fortunate enough to broaden 

his out.look on Jewish affairs through inter•oourse with some of 

the j.nt€,J.leetual. elite of the period-In the salons Gf Rachel a.Ii!. d 

Eliza von Hohenhausen,tha poet first scented the sweet savo:r of 

,h.couragement and appreei.ati£i.There he b.a.d made the aquaintance 
~ 

of the leading spirits of the Verein,and there aJ.so he was to see 

at nearer view those x•epresentatives of Higher Jewish circles 

who we:re to oall many a brill ia.nt thrust from h:ls ,en .Bes ides tmie 

disinterested aeaaemieia.ns who d.all.ied with d.el ightful dreams of 

of the future,there 01;1.me to the soirees of Het¾e's gifted patron

esses, men who professed the newer religion---Reform J·udaism. 

As we have seen,the vere1n paid little attention to one 

of the momentous problems which was then racking Jewish souls. 

Men of the type of Gr;1ns were vitally eoncerna,d with the e..djust ... 

ment of the Jews to t,heir enviironment- .. cUl. turalJ.y,socially ,a.ncl 

pol iti.ce..J.ly .Problems of such na.tur•e may be trea tea. theor•t ioally; 

one can write lengthy tr•eatises on the status of the Jews in 

various eountries;one can compose eloquent pleas for equality; 

and,from the studry.,one can exhort the indolent masses to decis:tve 

oo ti on .such tasks were eminently suited to the type of' mind. the. t 

went to create the Vere in and its pl.a.tfol'.'m.But the pra.ctical task 

they ignored because of indifference ,or neglected because of 

• inability to cope with it.What wa.s thas problem? 

14 



l 
.Although it was not exr:1ctly a coneomita.nt of the civic and cultu-

1 ' 
ra.1 reform movements of the day,the religious :reform movement 

which arose as a ne-cessary res·u1t of the enlightenmen·t pvocess 

is ,for our purpose,sufficiently described a.s bound upiritimately 

w:t.th the f<:>l"mer developments/.Phe religious movement was based 

solely 6n. the notion that~ the effete med1aeve.l Juda.ism,encased in 

Ghetto ~orms ,wa.s no longer appl i»e.ble to modern conditions ,m1ay, 

could not, be adapted to modern,...day exigencies since it hindered 
.- - .. -- " 

the desired rapprochement with other• nations.To help,aecemplish 

such a. eh8nge it wms as neeessar"y t,o t,e'fo:rm the religious ser ... 

vice as well as the educat1"ite methods •• Some urged a reform based 

on s e:te:n:~ifie ... histor ieal laws J othE~rs planned a remodellngbof' 

Jewish law ~md ri tu/i'iil to meet modern deme.nds ;and still others 

wre con.tent with merely omitting the laws petrif'i.ed beyond avail ... 

ibility.In all groups one factor was prominent,namely,a. hal:f'

disguise4 disinclination to emphasize the m.ational · aspects of 

Juda:tsm. 

When I-Ieine ca.me to Berlin he was--to employ the term accor

ding to its current value- .... an indiffere ,ntist .For the ,Tewish 

religion he had very 1 i ttle interest,; 1:n fa ct, ,we may surmise 

that, he was filled with gqod-natured contempt fo:i:• the positive 

aspects of the fa.1.th.,It is true.,however•,that before his BeriJ.in so

journ he had begun work on his ALMANSOR,which would indicate that 

he felt a keen interest in Jewish affairs.But the reader of the 

drama may recognize that while Heine spea.ks of the old faith 

with warmth,he need not,:f'rorn this fact. alone,surmise that the 

author was an adherent of orthodox Judaism .. ALMANSOR was wr·itten 

as a. response from an outraged Jewish coris cio·usneae to the per-



_) 

secuttons of the oppre;sor;but in those days,as well as in later 

l:i.f'e,Heine betre.yed no love for Judaism e.s a praotieed)pos1t1ve 

relig:ton.He wa.s already impervio~ to the demands of the faith, 

nor did he ever arouse within himself any enthusiasm for the 

cause which he repeatedly defended in highly sentiments.1 lan

guage .:r.n 1823 he .wrote to Moser., in reply to an inquiry from 

I11:unburg ,t-'-S to his will lngness to espouse the Jewish cause: 

11 tha.t he,as arch-enemy of all positive religions., does not 

care to ?ham~ion a faith that ha.s been the cause of so muoh evil 
fl.,,, 

in th}it wo:rJ.d.However,should he be tempted to take up the cud&ffls 

in its behalf 1 1t would be merely a. ease of sentiment or stub ... 

bornness.In itself the Jewish religion is not only a :matter of 

indifference to h-rum.,but is positively hateful to him". 

Ra vtng come under the compelling sway of @:ans ,iunz · and 

Moser, the Y<?tmg poet thi"ew himself' whole ... hes.1 ... tedly into the 

Jewish cause .As I have indiea.t~d.,the natur-e of the Vere in we.s 

such.that it cou.ldnot fail to rivet the emphasis on the nation

alistic,rather than the religious aspects of Judaism.Yet.,as it 

was theoretieally regarded as a pa.rt of t,he Jewish field--

the Verein had 'lmoonscj:P~ly to adopt a sympathet,ic a.ttitude 

towa:i:•ds orthodox Judaism.It may ha.ve been a. neglected spot of th.e.i 

fielo.;but.,sentiment pronounced 1.t an integral one.It follows 

tha. t the .ide&ls of the Vere in would clash with those procla. imed 

by th<:: Refo1"m lee.ders,who,while accentuating the reltgtous ele

ments ,neglected all the na tiona.l :fa ct ors of Juda. ism, together 

with their·concomita.n"t problems.It is clear that some contra-



etictinn must perforce :manifest itself in a mind which on Jewish 

questions felt as Heine's.Puetzfeld retsolves this a.nol1'.l!:lly most, 
. .. 
o.ooura.tely when he says(Pg .30): 0He1ne insists that the Jews re ... 

ma.in true J'ews in the religious as well as in the national oonno ... 

tation of the term;so he antagonises.the partisans of the compro

mise movement in Berlin and Ha.mburg,a.nd designe.tes himself ,in 

contrast yo them,a devotee of rigorous ritmilism".r. can scarce 

refrain,in this connection,from hintlng at the striking resemblance 

in attitude betwwen men of the Heine and Gans type and some of (Q.;lX' 

contempo1"ary leaders in nationalistic movements. 

I have culled from the works of our author a few intEn"es.ting 

pronouncements on Reform Juda.1sm.'.t1he first occurs in the BRIEll'E 

.AUS BER:r-1IN written early in !822. 11 I shall have to speak ©:f this 

m-'3.tter(oonversion societies)whem I treei.t of' the new cult which 

has sprung up chiefly in Berlin.I alil a.s yet tu1a.qm:1inted with it 

because I have put off witnessing the new Mosaic divine service". 

A letter written a short tj,me after to Wohlwill ,another member 

of the verein.,proves the.t in. the interim he had become acquaint, ... 

ed with the movement: 11 I expect much of Zunz'z sermons:truly 

they are to be nothing edifying or soft soul ... plaster stuff',but 

something far bet·~er-a mustering of power .Of this ta.st we need 

at present a great deal in Israel.A few chiropodists--Friedlander 

& Co.-have tried to heal the body of Israel of its fatal swelling 

by letting blood,but because of their awkwardmiss and fine ... spun 
.. " ,- ,, .. ·•-

:i:•ee.so:n .. bandages I Israel must bleed ·to de1:1th .• May this blind illuston 

soon cease :namely ,that, the high.est glory consists in powerlessness, 

j, 
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in loss of strength, in one-sided negation, in id&J. 1st ic Auerbachdom. 
/\ 

we have no longer the cou~age to wear a beard,to fast,to hate, 

e.nd thJ:>ough hate to endure--this is the motif of our He form.Some 

who received their education and enlightenment from comedians 

wish to give Jud.a.ism new decorations and ourtains,anc1 the prompt.Jer 
b-U.r 

wee rs a white ~- instead Of ~ beard; they. love to pour the uni-

versal ooea.n into a neat pap1er-maohe basin.Others demand an evar:i

gel:1.eal Christianity under a Jewish firm•name,and make themselves 

a Tales out of the wool of the Lamb ... god ,make a. doublet out of the 

feathers of the dove of the Holy GhoBt,and ur1der-breecb.es out 

of Christian love; they. will fail ,and their successors will sign 

themselves: 11G·od,Ohrist.,and Co."Fort,unat.ely this house ca.n't 10.st 

!?ng_.Its drafts on philosophy will come back protested,and it will 

go bankrupt in Europe even if its commission houses,buil.t by its 

missionaries in Af1:-ica and Asj.e. la.st e. ff)W hundred years longer'~ 

A little farther in this letter,after a violent diatribe against 

Chr:lstianity,he resumes his @Ood humor and s.eems to recognise tlme 

inc.ens istenoy to which I alluded z II I havedt intended everything to 

be taken seriously---Even I haven't the courage to wear a beard, 

and a.llow myself to be called 11 Judennllusc~ll 11 ,to fast,etc.I have 

not even the power to eat Matzos properly.I Etm now living with 

a Jwwish family,and get Mat,zos instead of brea.a.1 and crack my teeth 

on them.But I console myself by reflecting ·the. t we are in the Gol us. 

Even my thrust at 111:riiedlander must not be taken too sharply;J. r1e ... 

cently e.te the finest pudd:lng a.this home". 



some months later he writes from Luneberg to Moser\'! am very 

an:x:io}i to write an article for the iZeitschri.:ft and discuss 1n it 
II 

the grea.t Judensohmerz--•as Borne caJ.lsit- .. ,and this will happen 

as soon as my head cl!:in stand it.It is ve:r;11se on .the part of 

the LO rd to plague me with pa ins just at th is time; yes, it is 

very :Lmpol it ic, s,in oe he kno:ws the, t I can do a great deal for Him. 

or,has the old Mars~ I of Mt.Sinai and rfil].er of Judah aJ.so be ... 

come enlightened,and has put by his na.tional:tty,yielding up his 

claims and. devotees in the interest of a few vague eosmopolitan 

notions?"In the same vein he ridicules the underlying philosophy 

of Reform in Sohnabelewopsk1: 11 I belj,eve that this new divinely 

pure spirit,this new ruler of Heaven,who is now conceived of as 
2, g_,,,,,, 

being so moral.,so cosmopolqit19.,so universal,takes it ill to heart 

that the poor .Tews who Ht:new him in his first rude form,remind him 

dail;y in their synagogues of his early and · ob cure national rela-

tdms .Perhaps the' ancient Lord woUld fain forget tha.t he was of 

Palestinian origin and was once t,he,~od of' Abre.ham,Isaa.c and Jacob, 

and wa.s in those times called Jehovah. 11Heine gives us a more inti

mate picture of the Reform movement when,in a letter to Moser he 

dissects a few of its leading exponents: 

11 I have visited Dr.Solomon(preabher of the new Hamburg 

temple) .He has not al together displeased me; yet he is r1.n Auerbaohian. 

Kley(di1;E>Otor of the Israeli~0 Fr,ee Sehool in Hamburg)I have not 

v1.sited.You know that I have always disliked him,and he is really 

disgusting.Bernays(rabbi of t,he Berl:J.n temple)! h~ve heard preach. 

He is a che.ria.taa,none of the Jews undE-)rstand him;he des ires no 



more and he will never play another role .However he is 0. man of 
I 

spirit and has more energy than Dr.Kley,Solomon,J.uerba.ohI and II~ 

Heine's personal eonnecticm with the new movement may be pieced 

together from a letter to Moser .,written in the same year • 11Really 

there in Hamburg I did not act like an egoist.I he.ve,in spite of 

all considerations,not been able to devide to cunry favor with~ 

fre.ilty,nor inveigh agains·t strength.I mean by this ~· my here ... 

tica.1 utterances a.bout Kley and Bernays ... -My predilection for con,.. 

cons is tent and rigorous orthodoxy la.y imbedded me for many years 

as a ree,ul t of my h1.storioal investigations ,not as a pmior:t accep ... 

te.noe, ..... ;iflere I not a great me.n,I would,in student-like fashion, 

as a p.raotical joke 1 throw stones at the "windows of the Lord" ...... But 

just because I am a great roan.,er at lea.st@. mari.;or.,if you do not 
t: 

grant this ,a. complete man., I oennot succeed in plee..s ing• Hambtir•g". 

·writing in !844,he takes ocoaschon in an obituary article on Mar

cus to rema.:r.k on the detrimental effects of Reform Judaism: "Espe

?;a11y did. the Israelitish friends of this question s:ucceed in 

covering ;i.t wlth a wiitery-g1~ay cloud o;f' boredom,which is more fatal 

to it than the dull pois<Drt of. our opponents 11 

We hear very little of this question in late:r. life,but 

in DEUTSCHU'tND 1843:,he t'ells of a. visit ·to Hamburg ,in which con

nection occur the following witty lines: 

The population of Hamburg town, 

Has fr om ti.me immemorial 

Consisted of Jews and Christians-~

The Jews are,ag4in,div1ded 

Into two very differe:at parties. 



1l1he old goes to the synagogue; 

In the temple the new one's heart, is. 

rrhe new party eats the flesh of' swine 

'Che ii-- ms.nnor>G are G ornewha t dogma t J,J1.;. 

They dwmocrats are,but the older school, 
, e.,.,. 

Is much :mors a.1":Ls·tocr•a tic. 

I love the old and I love the new; 

Yet Iswea.r by the pl'.'ophet Jonas, 

That certain fish I love still more-

Smoked sprats they're commonly known as~ 



I 

To distinguish the nature of Heine's youthful interest in Judaism 

from tha.t evinced in later writings,the simplest descriptj.ve label 

would be 11nationalistic 11 .We are now in a position to examine some ... 

what in detail those utterances of our author which sprdmg out. of; 

the ver,y sources th.at gave rise to .A.LivIANSOR.E:in:<diowecl with a. hig~,;y 

plastic imagination,Heine could not fail to respond to the currents 

which streamed around him. Inspired by men 1 i~0 :Zmiz,he dreamed 

for awhile of making himself expert in Jewish lore; charmed by 

Edward Gans,he hoped to devote his life to ,the pressing needs of 

the ,Jews,cultura.lly and soc.i.all;v.It wa.s only when he left the in

timate confines of' the o:i.rcle at Berlin that this concentrated 

natlone.listic enthusiasm broadened out into cosmopoli·te.nism, 

and opncerned itself with the more inclusibe problems of emanci

pat:ion.But in the p0x1 :lod of 1s22 ... e, Heine hod become an indomitable 

Jewish chauvinist.I·t was only e.t the extr,emity of llfe that this 

sentiment,more refined and profound, was to emerge, with its anoiant 

power. 

I have ali->eady noticed!: the ill-favo1~ which Heine encw.un ... 

tered in. Germany be cause of the odi~ comparisons he hei.d m!;lde 

~: between t,he Jews of Poland a.nd Germany in his early article on 

Poland .Almost at the same time, in a letter to Keller ,he asser•·ts 

his identity with the Jewish people,referring to tho latter as 

uthe hateful people trodden like worms".In I823,when the edict of 

I8IS,which had assured t,he J·ews equal rights.,was revoked,He:lne 

bursy fo:r•th in fine scorn.From this time m"e dated some of the 



sharpest wo:r-ds that he ever utter<-3d .The mo re the Jews were oppresi:ied 
( 

the more keenly did he feel his kinsh:tp with them.Tb.is :fa.ct is as ... 

tablished by his letters,which reveal not only hatred for the 
I 

Ch1:>istians,but also for the Germans.Thus,:for example.,he writes to 

Moser 1.AuG-23,I823)i 11 I admit that I shall fight for the Jews and 

their c:i.v:ti· equalisation,and in the inevitable dark days which a.re 
I 

to come., the German mob w{J.l he~r my vo 1 ce., so that it :re ... echoes :tn 
tt ' 

German beer-houses and pal ces '' .Even the ye~;1.r before he had for>e ... 
t, 

sha.dowed these words in a striking pa.ssage in a letter to his 

boyhood friend Chr•ist,:i.am Sethe: "Everything German I despise ,.and 

you,alas ,are a. German .Everyth:lng German acts as an emet,io upon 

me.The German tongue tears my ears.My own poems at times disgust 

me , when I see t,hat they; are written in German.Even the writing 

of this note is irksome to me because the German letters af'f'ect 

my nerves disastrously'Jeontinuing in French: 1'I would neTJer have 

believed that these beasts called Germa.hs could be so boresome 

and malicious at 1:.he same time .J,.s soon as my heal th is res.tared, 

I shall leave Germany.I shall go to Are..bia 11 .0f com"'se,Heine is 

not to be taken so seriosly;it was after all a passing mood,and 

his life and writings fail to :eeveial this violent disgust for all 

things German;nor· does the ~bove-quoted deter•mination to fight 

f'or the Jewish ca.use endul'.'e for• any great length of tj_me .In this 

oonneotion, it is interest1ng to note a let·~er whdoh pr•esages his 

convr:n•sion of two years. hence: "For me the e.ct of baptism has per ... 

haps th:ts sig'nif.ioa.n.ee ... ~•that I shall be the better able to dedicate 



myself. t0 the achievel!lent of the rights of my fellow-DJI unfor·tu

· nates" .(Sept ,27,1823) · 

An event in the family which must have stx•·uck home with even 

greater force thv..n external happenings,is succinctly related to 

Moser: 11 My brother Gustav ,who ha.s fo'lblowed husb~ndry for some 

time ,and has aquired the ·rank of inspector ,has now no pos iti.011. 

According to him the fa.u1·t liern partly in the fa,ttt that, he is 
-C?-~ 

oi:rcumcised.,a.nd pa1"tly in thr fact that so many land-owner-s are 

in financial sti:-aits ancl must dispose of their help.But :1.t is 

the Jew who is chdefly in the way wherever he seeks a position. 

Just three days before thls was writ·ten to Moser(Sept.30,I823) 

he had already expressed himself' to h.im not only as :r-e3spect,s the 

hatred for the Jew on the pa1"t of the Christian but on the part 

of those profess iona.lly interested!: in Juda ism, 11 I am pr•ovoked and 

irritated in ma.ny ways,and am especd.ally embittered against them3e 

insipid fellows who E>bta in a means for a l. ivel ihood from a ce.use 

for wh:1.ch I have made the greatest sacrifices ,for which I mu.st 

bleed spi:ritually as long as I live.ME,above all,they needs m-ui':lt 

e1nbitter.At the very time when I have resigned myself to bear all.1 

the brunt of Jew ... hatred .Truly it 1s not men of the type of Kley 

and Auerbach who ane lletted in Germany.On all sides I percetve 

the effe ots of this hate which ha.s ,however ,not yet bourgeoned. 

forth,Frien4 with whom I have spent the greater pa1"t ,~of my lif'e 
I\ ' 

turn fr•om me .,Adm~retca come to despise me ,~ehose whom I love best 
. 

hate me the most .All seek to do me harm.Of the great x•abhle which 

does no·t know me perso:mally,I do not car.•e to spee.k at all~ A few 



months later he informs Mose:.n• that his uncle Si,rr1gn who J1.ad now 

become a member• of the Verein had wrll.tten him; 11 I (Heine] am now 

hated on the Rhine as much as formerly I wa.s loved,the reason be-
' 

j_ng tha,;t people say I int,erest myself in behalf of t,he Jews .Truly 

I had to laugh,Oh,how I hate the human mob- ... the Ur,:10:l.rcumcised as 
~ ,1 , 

well as the circumcised" .A few more extra.ens must suffice. 11Tolerance 
' ' 

is exhibited for all races,whether. heathen or gypsie::qbut toleration 

and reeogni t:ion of 'l:,he Jews may be foundonly among the:) lofty-hetv:rted 

and tr•uly noble men of the Christian world." La. Mott,e F'ouque was 

kind enough yo send the budding genius a poem as .,fo¢1'a.ppreciation 

of his early work;upon which He1.ne laughingly wrote bo Moser that 

the former worthy would never written the letter if he had exa.mined 

his genealogy just a little closer.In 1823 he airs his political 

v':lews to h:Ls · brotheP-in-le.w .one can see :from the followinl':g: 1 ines 

" how intensely national wel"'e his sentiments :JU though in England I 

am a J?adical and in Italy a 0arbonari;still I do no-y belong to 

the Ger>rna.n demagogues for the quite imz-iden:tml and t:r:'l.fl ing re$..s:on 

that at the first victiry of the lattel" party e. few thousand Jew

ish heads.,a.nd the best ones at the.t,would be cut off". 

tJ.1hus far I have merely_given some of Heine's epistolary e:z: ... 

press ions of his fierce anger a.t the anti-Jewish movements .But 

there hewe also eorm.e down to us fro:r, 'trhis pe1"iod sever-al poems 

which reveal the transference to liter•ary mould of Heine's national 

convict:Lons .~Jhe example of some of the lea.dee's of the Ve1"'0)in.,oom ... 

b:lned wit,h his own renections on the curious fate of the Jew,J.csld 

him to the study of Jewish history.In June I8?,4 he writes :'In a.ddi,... 



/,. Jt.H - -

ti ;0n
1 

I am devot. ing myself to a study of chronicles ,espeeialJ.y 

Jewish history.The latter,because of connection with the RABBI ~nd 

perhaps,also,of inner needs~Stran~e emotion fills me when! per

use these sorrowful anri.a.ls;e. fullness of realizaticbn a.nd pa·in.~:hie 

spirit of Jewish history discloses itself unto me more and mo:r-e, 

and thts spiI•itual armor will ultimately stand. me in good stead''• 

Delightful is also this bit from a letter to Moeer(Oct 25 1824): 

'~nd when sometime 1 in a f'ree hourJ I set sail :f'or 1.rhessaly to reach 

Parnassus, I meet only with J'i=:ws who are planting vegetables there, 

and ! ocbnvers e with thc➔m about Israel's sufferings" .Wh:i.le the 

subject-matter of the Rabbi of Bae:i-;ach w:i.11 be of more vital 

intePest when studied in connection with Heine's eonverston,I 

_shall quote here somc1 of t.he let~ers ,written to Moser, which deal 

with the composition of the work.I do this becm.use they throw 

1 ight upon the poe.t' s youthful determinat1ion to be coma one of 

his people 1 s hEn•oes .In the letter mentioned above eccur•s also 

the follow:tng: 11 I have f:lnished onlY. one th:trd of the RABBI,my 

pa.ins have severely interrupted me ;and only the Lord k:nows when 

I shell be enabled to f.lnlsh it, ---I have succeeded in the delin

eatiGn of the Peaach featival,Ihave t,o thank you f'o1" the Agada; 

a.nd I ask you to plee.se have a l i·teral i:.rans.la t ion of the CehG> 

tachmo Anyo made for me ;e.lso of the little legend of Maaseb 'Rabbi 
4:,.,,. 

Elifzer in addit.ion to. the passages from the Pselms whioh eceur 

in the night, ... prayer: 'Ten thousand armed guards stand before s.010-

mon •s bed' .. PerhEtps,a.fter the English fashion,! sha.J.l give the 

RABBI a few pages of Illustrations,and a few original ideas of 

mine about ·the Jews and ·t.heir history.Benje.min of 1l1udela ,who is 



wa.nde1"'ing a.bout m;y; table ,sends his greetings .He wishes that 

( 

zunz would edit him and translate him.For notices a.bout the Span-

ish Jewa,Sehudt was very va.lua.ble;I have read both quarto volumas 

but do not know wh:loh provoked me more, the Ris c~s which is poured 
. A . 

out on every page ,or the asininity whieh the Risq~s displayed.Oh, 

how we Germ.ans have perfected ourselves.I need omly a few mol"'e 

notes about he Spanish Jews in the fifteenth eentury,especially 

with reference to the academ:l..es in Spain.Where can I find some

thing-about fifty years before the dispersion?It is interest5..ng 

to note that the ve:ry yeftr that marked their exile witnessed also 

the discovery of the new land of l"eligious freedom,America • 11 

'.J:'o ex.plain the next reference,I sha.11 have to mentj_on that Mo:rd.ecai 

Noah,the famous nationalistic dreamer, was an honorary member of 

the Veretn.Chief among his enthusiastic followers was none other 

than Edwa.rd Ga.ns .In May I823 Heine writes Moser in this bantering 

vein: 0 Truly .,you are the one man in Israel who feels morrt deepl.y; 

I can only express the beautiful thoughts of others.Your feelings 

are heavy bai"s of gold ...... mine are light paper-money .The latter 

earns its .worth me1"ely through human trust;but paper remains pa13e.r,, 

even :1.f the bank accepts it.And gold rems.ins gold,even if it be 

an unattractive clod of earth jn the ground.Do you not perceive 

by the above figures" that I am a Jevd.sh poet ?But v1hy need I take 

pa.ins;we a.re entre ... mous and I love to spet1k in our nationaJ. fig

UX'es .When Gans town is finaJ.J.y est€:\blislled and a happier l"aoe 

blesses the tulav and ea.ts Mat;zos on the banks of the Mississippi, 

a.nd a new ,rewish J.iterature:J blossonis foi-•th,,then sh11tll our present ... 
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day mercantile-establishments and stock-exchangeter'ms become a 

part of our poetic speech,ancl a. poetic grand ... son o:f little Mar ... , 

cus will sing in Tales and •refillin before the whole Ganstown 

Kehillah ~They sat by the waters of the Spree and we1 ... e coun·ting 

treasury notes;then came their enemtes and said-- 11Give us ton ... 

don bills of exohange,High are the stocks 11
• 

In the same spirit of persiflage he pictures the :Zionist 

dreams .While working on the RABBI ,he wri·tes: "Just la.st night I 

was dreaming of yo1._1( Moser) o In an old Spanish costume ,and riding 

an Jl.ndalusian mare,you were riding in the midst of a great throng 

of Jewswho were journeying to Jerusale~.Little Marcus,with his 

large ~10.ps .tmd descriptions. of travel went ahead as ·the g1?-icle.Zunz 

en esc.a.t"'t)ins carr:ted the Zeitschrift bound in Morocco.Mrs.D1".Zunz 

ran at his side rs canteen101ne.n,witha bottle of holiday wine on 

her back.It was a la:?Jge Jewish army,and Gans ran from the one 

to the other to create ordeWt.Lehma.nn and Wohlwill carried flags 

wi·th the shield of David ancl Bendavid •s precepts upon them. 

Zueker ... Qohen led the temple-ass issta.nts .~.,or•mer Vere in-youths ca.r

r ied 'the bones of Saul Asher ,All the baptised Jewa. followed as 

purveyors ,and the tail of ·the process ion was composed of a num

ber of chariots, :tn one of which si~t Dr.Opper a.s field-ph,yJ,st9ian, 
• ~ ,. -~••••.- r -- ' 

and Jost as histb~ian of current events.In an<?ther carriage sat 
. ~ ' 

F:rieclla.nder with li,rau von der Rec~e,and in one of the most. briJ. ... 

liant ca.3:".riages of state sat Michel Beer as Hoyal Engineer,a.nd 

near him ,sat Wolf and Stich(both aetox>sjwho were immediately to 

perform thePARIAH in Jerusalem and earn deserved praise". 



A quotation from ·one of Heine's letters has been exploited to 
.. • ... . I ... 

greet advantage_ by Graetz_. It was written to Moser fr,om Hanover ,and 

is dated Jan 2I,I824.It is important-because it embodies our a~tho:J8;.· 

attitude to those who cater to the Christian•s love for Jewish sy-
0 

fl oohanoy.The poet discovers in the above ... mentioned Michel Beel"'' 

just that tendency he presumes to censtme.It ought to be mentioihC4 

here,on the authority of some who have read the play in ques~&on, 

that Heine was apparently ~oo·:sensitive at this stage o:f his car

eer to judge a ocura ti~ly the· pur.pose of the drama. I quote the open ... 

1.ng sentence of the following -letter because it indioe.tea aftera 

fashion how keenly Heine fal t the Jewish problem. 11 From this @ate 

you ooy peroe~ve that I am at present in the o:i.ty where only a 

few years ago the rack was abolished.The.t Michel Beer,• s PARIAH 

has met with such success .in Be~l1n,I heard yeste1"\day at Celle; 

and what is more interestin3,I hear~ it from an old Jew with 

whom I was exchanging a few duca:ts .He had heard it of a chiropo

dist who had ~ome diredtly :r1:~om Berlin and had convinced himself 

that thePA~c!AH is pari with the works of Goethe and S &l11er• .I am 
I 

h&lf curious.,de8r Moser.,to hear yoll: verdict of the pitrne.,in which 
Q__.., 

you ce.titainly have had a share,since M.Beer as well as Fr,ankel(a 

Hamburg s cl1ol~r and zealous mernbel'." of the· verein)belong to your 

·representatives.I ha:ve known the piece for a long time,since the 

author has read it to me himself.It pleased me very well,and i·t 
Yll1t' 

would have pleased roe even better ,had In at that_ t~me had too 

- exact, knowledge of India and Indian history,,Fa.ta1,e.xtremely fatal 



fataJ. ,was to me the :main t,hes:ts of the p:00m,name1y ,that the 

Pariah was a disguised Jew.You must strainevery nerve inopder 

that it strike no one that the latter has any li~eness to the 

·Indian pariah;and it is silly when he tries to bring this into 

.p:r-ominence.But the most silly idea,the most harmful,the most 

·,·deserving of punishmant,is the rare idea that the Parh1.h pre--

sum.es that his ancestors bx•ought their own. misfortunes upon them 

· through a bloody misdeed.This reference to Jesus ma.y please many 

people, espe c•ally since a Jew p1•onounees it; ( in Frenoh)a wasser

diohter--you mus·~ not misinterpret this passage--a. wa.ssel'-dichter 

..... ( in English) that will not say a. Jew who is ~ wa ter .. poet, but a 

jew who is not yet baptized,a water-proof Jew.( tn Ger·man) I wish 

Michel Beer were baptised ,and spolte frank:l.y ,quite 11a1mansorytt( does 

not refe:e to the drama,but to a short poem of the same name)w1th 

l"espeot, to Christianity, instead of try6:ng anxiously to spare it, 

and in fact,as shown above.,to flirt with it.I ha.ve said more abc,ut 
. . 

this man and his poem than befits me ,but I have done so chiefly 

because of this •~ eonnection,a matter which cannot be indif'

fel'.'ent -let us. 11 

Let us now return to Heine's correspondence with reference to 
- . 

. the RABBI ~This one is dnted Oct .26 !824,and ,as usool, is addresse.d.; t 

to u.oser. 11Very little have I written this sununer,in fact,so little 

have I done on the RABBI, that s caro<:1 one th1.r>d is finished. It 

will,however,be a big boolqand with inexpressible love I carry the 

work: in my heart.It is a work,and does not sprfing out of a desi~e 

for empty _tame.on the contrary,were I to hei:1rlten to the dictates 



of prudence I should not write it at all.I can al:t>ea.dty perceive 

how much displeasure I.shall incur by it;an<i how much enipity t 

shall arouse,.But s:tnee it springs f:t>om love,;tt shall be an immor

tal work:an eter:mal light in God's dome,no wasteful theatre-light. 

I have erased much that was written in this book;but now I have 

succeeded in getting a grasp on the whole,and I only ask of God 

to give me heafthy hours in which to write it dowm--You have for

gotten to send me the few notes for the RABBI which I r~quested 

of you in my last letter. I thank J?r .:zunz a thousandfolcl for th.~ 

informb'l.tion abo11t the Spanish J\)ws,Alt,hough this informa.t.ion is 

meagri:B 1 still ,Zunz Has rendered me better service than a useless ... 

ly rumrruaged volume) with a few skilful hints ;and he shall unknow ... 

ingly have influenced the RABBI .. *** ... In Basnage I have found little 

~-but the whole of the work is grand,and a part of the impression 

whieij it left upon me 1 have indioa tad in a poem I wrot,e on Beptem ... 

ber the eleventh. 

'la EDOM 

For a thousand years and more we have borne with each other 

br0the1;'ly.You suffer me to breathe.,a.nd with patience I bear your 

frenzy. 

Many a time,:tn the dark da.ys,I am possessed with a strange -----~ 
'-,,._,..._~~ 

feeling;you eo~or your dear kindl,Y paws with my blood. 

Now our friendship is sealed more firmly ,and it grows in 

strength daily;for I myself begin to rage and become as wild as 

Now,as one word brings another,so one verse yields a second,and 



I shall impa:rt to you some :i.ns1gnifica.nt verses I composed la.st 

even:bll.g,as,despite rain and storm I <was walking over the ·weender

st:r.a.sse and thought of you,and of the joy I would expel:>ience 1.f 

I could send you the RABBI.And I have already composed the verses. 

which I should write for you as a. preface,on the white wrapper of' 

you:r. copy.since I kee.:J? no s eorets from you, I shall now impart to 

you those ver~ verses. 

"Break out in loud wailini,;,thou siid martyr·-song.r ha.ve borne·: 

so long with_ quiet :f'l$.ming soul. 

It pierces··all ea.rs.,and through the ears the hea.rt.I have .; 

sworn to keep :ln memory the pain of one thouaanc:t .y(:Jar•s •. 

The great and sma.lJ. are weeping ,even the cold nobles .nie 

women and flowers are we_eping;eyen in heaven weep the stars. 

Ancl e.J..;J. my tears flow gently towards the South;They flow on 

and pour themselves :1.nto the JOrdan o 

IN the sarne letter,Heine.,a,t that time studying lELW,remarlts on. the 

relief he feels .,when,breaking away from 1:iis dry legal studies, 

he can devote some minutes to the contemplat:ton of Israel's sor• ... 

·rows.He inquires· after the.Ve1:>e'lin which had by this time become 

oons:i.derably disintegrated,d.ue to disagreements,to defection re ... 

sul t, ing from bE1ptism,and ,what is m?st 1. :tkely ,a. l"e oognitj.oni. of 

the futility of its pra.ctica~ aims. ''wj.th grief' I miss the report 

of the Ver·ein in your letters.couldn't you devote just a.few words, 

telling me of its condition?0r,1'10.s the verein already se:at out its 
II, , 

cards pour p:rendre conge, or wi.11 it keep up'?Will God be migh·ty j_n 

the weak, in Auerbach and :ti.is cons o:r.ts.TlVUll a mes rd.ah be clws exit 



since Ga.us is going to be baptised ,he will not, be in a. posit :ton 

to assume the Mess iahship. Oho ice of the a.ss would be much ea.s i©"r. ''1 

. I . • . . 

He is now ne·e.ring hls examinations in le..w,a.fter wh:'l.ch he hopes to 

find more time fol' writing oEspeclally is he anxious to finish tke 

RABB I "who lies 1 ike a hundred-weight on my. soul .This most unsel

f:l.sh work shal:t _also be my most successt·a1 .,And> as if working up 

to a thaatr•ical cl :i.ma.x,we find this le.st, fond hope elaborated in 

a letter of Jt{lY I,1825°<' 11The latter is slowly prograssing;every 

1 :tne has to be fought over., yet I press und~1untedly fprward, for 

I possess the consciousness within me t,hat only· I ~an .write s·uch 

a book ,and that the writing thereof is a usetulwork,pleasing to 
. , 

the r.Joro.At the end of the year 1 hope t'O have the RABBI f:i.nished 

It is awork that will be named as source-:mater•ial throughout the 

ages O • 

As a final expression of his ,Jewish nationa.1 sentiment, 

He:l.ne has left a poem called DONNA. 6LARA .. It :ls a narrlitive poem., 

coll\prising some twenty stanza.s,wrttten in the poet's ch.e.racteristio 

direct vein.The scene is laid in the gardens o:f the Alcalde.The 

daughter of this nobleman finds herdelf disgusted with the hollow ... 

ness of the sycophants who surround her.She walks out to meet 

her lover,a handsome young knight.They wander hand in hand through 

the bea.ut:tf'ul garden,and the knight,not:tcin.g a blush on the cheek 

of the fair chi~rmer,in:.quires the reason thereof;the poetic dam ... 

sel makes answer quite prosaically: 

11rwas the flies that stung me,dearest, 

And the flj_es are all the summer, 

,Q"ite as much detested by me 
" 



As the long-nosed Jewish fellows", 

11Never mind the flies and Je~ ,d.ei~r", 

Said the knight wit,h fond caresses-•" 

"Is thy heart devoted to me?" 

"Yes,I truly love thee;dearest, 

And I swear .1.t by the Sa~ior 
if 

Whont'-the god ... detested J·ews miu"dered. 0
• 

The young man appears not to be.quite reassured by th1s awful oath, 

a.nd he asks anxiously: 11he.st thou not taken a false oath?" 

11 Faleehood is not in me/ deflr'~)St I 

Since within my b1"e0st the1•e flows not 

Even one s ing~.e drop of :Moor• s blood, 

Or of dirty J'evls blood either". 

N2,w fully con.vincecl tha.t his innamorata is faithful to him,he le.ads 

her, to the mus ie of nightingales, into the bpwe:r. • .All :I.s silent for 

a time .. Then the silence is broken by the cla.rion notes of' the trum

pet.Aroused from her love ... reveries,the maiden releases herself 

from her Knight's. arms;but before going,she implores her hero to 

disclose his long ... witha.eld name. 

And the knight with ra.dia.nt smili.ng 

Kissed the fingers of his Donna, 

Kissdd her lips and kissed her forehead, 

At 1ast these words he uttered: 

"I,Senora.,I,your loved one, 

Am the son of the much .... honored 

G:r•ea t 13.ncl learned s cr1.be, the Rabb 1 
cv 

Israel of $:-3rgossa. 11
• 

A 



No better comment may be made on this ironical poem than to subjoin 
• . I 

extracts from three of Heine'-S lett.ers,the ftrst two to Moser,the 
I . • 

.tlt:trd to Ludwig· Robert,and 0.11 wr:!.tten in Noverobel" I823. 

11 The whole of the romance is a scene from my own l :1.fe ,ex

cept ·that, the a.nirnal_"_garden( of Berl in) is -oha:nged into that of' the ,--
Alcalde,an.d a baronness into the, signora,and I myself a.m changed 

into a St.George or even to an Apollo.It is only the first piece 

of atr:tlogy,the second of which depicts the hero deridec.l by his 

son who does not know him.rrhe third shows the chlld,now grown up 

into e. -Domi.nican fr:1.ar,plaoing his ,Jewish brother- on the raek.'1 

11 I am glad tha. t the ro ma.nee_ has pleased you .But I did not relish 

your laughing at it.But lt often happens that way ~H,h me;I cannot 

,, re1e.te my own sor:oows · withoi1t nie..lting the whole matter seem comical :11
• 

He re-emphasizes the serio\8 aspect of the poem in his lett,er to 

Robert: 11 ! am happy that the poem did not displease you,a.lthough 

I myself doubted :I. ts value .For the poem does not express fel :Lei t ... 

ouBly what I had intended to say,and pe>.1a1Jps says something entire

ly differ1ent. It was not intended to inspir•e 10.ughte:t')rnmch less to 

reveal aoynicnl t0ndency.Simply.,unp1"emeditatedljr,e,nd wijh epie 

impartia.11ty,I wished t<? represen-t int he poem an indivicl:ual,and 

yet unive1--sa.1 occurence ,which was reflected in me .The entire poem 

I oonoe ived not humourously, but in painful ea.rnest.q it was even to 

be the first part of e tragic ,trilogy 11
• 



~rI-lE OTHER SIDE Oli1 'fHE :MEDAL. 

One who ie bu:t: mode:r.ately aquainted with the many f'acet,s whibb. 

Heine's character d.isplayed.,ca.n easily explain how the poet's 

obviously sincere ~ermination t~·J.abor and suffer for the Jewish 

p€;ople could ~e offset by a sensitjve impatience which always 

possessed him.A sl. ight ob jec.tion to his views ,a. 11t·t10 indif'fer"'

ence on the part, of his fel.low ... Jews ,was sufficient to arouse that 

spirit of contradiction which betrays itself so regularly through

out his worn,and which we must continually bear in mind if we a:Te 

to judge his views with any amount of accuracy .rrhe irony which 

lay imbe~ded in his very nature prvented him from becoming a th(Ol:'

oughgoing idea.list ;\When flaming pass ion cooled off., it left a :res i

due of bittel" cynicismJn.ay,in his fi.nest flights he seems to be 

aware of the futility of struggle ;a.lwtl.ys he displays a mente.l. 

reserve. tton which arises from a convict,ion of hunw.n worthlessness. 

1 have already quoted several letters wh:t.ch reveal precisely th:lbs 

aspect:, of his mental ftmo1; ioning .For• example ,a.f'te:r.. his violent 

diatt"'ibe against Reform Judaism,he asks Moser not to take him too 

serio)ly.Paralle.l with his devotion to the· Jewish 'people and Spiri

tua.1 sympathy :f'or its miser•y, there flows an equall;y powerful con ... 

t1empt for 1ts weaknesses which led finally to his complete desention 

of' t,b.e J'ewish 'ca.use .surely 7 the utter 1.neompetenoy wh:l.oh the Vere in 

betrayed in its attempts at coping with the Jewish problem,its 

final d:ta·solution,and the oonversionof its leading spir:Lts,must 

haye rsulted 1at la,st 1 both j_n e. loss of fa.1th in the ca.use itself, 

and :tn h:l.s capacity for sacri:f'i.oe in its behalf.Nor should we oV:e:r ... 
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100k the meretricious attitude of righteous indignation which was ;-,~.....,.-
I 

so characteristic of our author .Him 1dea.lism was not always fine--

gra1ned;we are apt, to fj.nd him,only too often,querulous,petty.,a:dd 

very frequ(!ntly, insincere .These moral defects in Heine's :roo.keup 

the reader has continually to take into account, :1.f he is properly 

to evaluate the :following quotqttons from his lEitters .There is 
. . . 

something cheap and thee.trieal in their r:i.ng and this fact :roo.kes 

their presentation,to phrase it mildly,a distasteful task. 

In the early part of I823,Heine,because of his ill-health 

and the financially depressed condition of his parents,went to 

rest at Luneb•erg,a town nee.r Berlin.From this looelity he addressed - . . 

many of his sharpest utte1"anoes age.inst his own people .s oa.rcel;y 

had he a1"riv0d,when he wrote to Moser: 11.At my entrance in tuneberg 

I noticed tha.t quite a Risches reigns here,e..nd ! have under.taken 

to live in isolation~ The spirit of disillusion had him firmly in 

its grasp.,and even in his finest moments,when workin,g on theRABBI, 

we oe.n see that its relentless grip was not reiaxed.So,one month 

later,June I8,I823,he wr:1.tes again to his bosom ... fr1.end: 11There are 

Jews here as everywhere,unbearable cheap traders and dirty clouts; 

the Chri~1tian middle class is disagreeable ,but in ahighel" degree, 
- ~ ' . 

filled with the usual _R.isclaes;the higher classes are the same.our 

little dog :ts sniffed at by the other dogs on the st:eeet,in ape-

ouliar fash:lon,and is ill ... tree.ted;and the Ofrr•istia.n dogs openly 

display a Risches towar•ds the Jewish dog". 

Heine 1 s innate distaste fol" business.,ooupled with a 

r0sentm.e11t bl"ot:ight about by his own failures in that field, expressed 



itself 1n many a outting remark about the mercantile tendencies 

of his rece.:rerhaps a comparison betvfeen his uninspired uncle who 

rolled in wee.1th. and his own artistic 1but impoverished, self ,must 

have been responsible in no small measure for the scornful railings 

at the successful business ... man.He :f'r~quently indicates h1E1 unb4und-
Jv . 

ed admiratj.on fov Rothsyi.ld,~ut then,of all mortals Heine was the 

least oonsistent.,a.nd besides,he had been to vis1t this Jewish 

prince and been well received.At any ra.te,to judge from his writings, 

Heine oould have given mighty material t,o tb.e latter-day anti

semited.In his earller prose,BRIEFE AUS BJ~fU,INj'he stops whlle deser:L

bing the city,to point out the stook-exchange,0.dding with compla

cency: 11 'There deal the pro:f'fssors of the Old and New 'restaments 11 • 

What shall we say of his idealism when we see the man who 

openly deoJ.a..red himself the friend of rigtrous and oonsis·tent 

orthodoxy writing in this strain to Lehmann(Sune 26,!823):I expect 

you who ree.d the newspapers to let me know if any attack has been 

made upon me,especially with respect to religion.You know how far 

that inter•ests me" .To Moser he says: 11Wha t D they think of me 

( in Hamburg) isn•t _very strange to me;yet it is not a matter of 

i.ndiffere:aoe to me .They are under tbe ill us ion that I am an enthu

siast :f'or the .Tewish rellgion ... --Yet I will never tell the Stein• 

weg when I expect to do something for ll;it ought never to await 

anything from. me .Thus J I shall never give them occfJ.sion to say 

that I i:iave not fulfilled 1.ts expectations .That was always my 

method" .He prefaces this letter by calling the Hambu1.,g Jews "a 

miserable pack"- ..... .,. 11 1 feel better when I keep away from them"" 



More expressive still is the conclusion o:£ #;hat very letter in which 

he speaks so bombastice.1.ly of his love' for orthodox Judaism: 11 just 

bees.use I am a gr•eat ma.n ..... I coUlcl not please the Jews of Hamburg. 

I noticed this immediately and kept away from the Jewish crowd. 
And then this rabble dares to speak of me.People of whose existence 

I am not even awa.Pe,have told my brother that I had spoken.with 
,.,, ...... ',',_. 

them and.,the·Lcird knows,on wh•t subjects.Such Jewish. loathesomeness 

is possible only in Israel--it oppresses me on a11 sides,.fNov 5,1823) 

In the following letters all the whimsicality of our author 

stands revealed.He anxiously voices his determinati~to work for 

the Jewish ca.use, i:qqu:Lres about the Vertin,and. then,by a method 

he regularly empl0ys in his. poems ,he recalls the misei-•able Stein

weg,reminding his friend that he is not dealing with an ordinary 
. 

person whose word may be re1:Led on,bu.t with Heine ... -who remains as 

ever,incorrigible,."You have written me very little about the Verein. 

DO you th1nlt that the interests of our brothers are no longer· in 

my heart?You ~.re mightily mistaken---May my right .hand wither if t 

for•get thee, Jerusalem.,a:i:•e the a.ppraxima te words of the Psalmist, · 

and they a.re aJ.so mine ... -I wish I conld tall-c to you for one hour 

chiefly about, what I have intimated to you about my own condition, 

and have thought about Israel ,and you wD 1 see how--the brood of 

asses thraives on the Steinweg,and how Heine is,and. always. must be 

He:tne 11 .Nor does he,in his vituperation of the Jewish people.,stop at 

the epithet 11asses 11 ;one may find plenty of dj_version by going through 

h:ls letter•s to see how often he wlll find a.ppelat ions 1 ike 11 s wine-11 



or better, 11dirty ,stinlcing Jews" .Truly, Heine ls ,s.nd always must be 
( 

Heine. 

NaturalJ.y,this attitude must have corne to the attention of 

his fellow ... Jews .From the numerous references in his letters to his 

quarrels with thc➔m _flnd the antagonism aroused by his constant, sneer ... 

ing i::tt their foibles, it is poss ibl® to surmise why he encountered 

so much opposition and hatred in his own people.Some such olllision 

may have pl"'ompted one of the idea.she jotted down later in llf'e 

(Gede.nken und E:Ln:falle): "When •he. Jews aJ:>e good,they are better, 

when they are wicked,they are worse,than the Christians~ 



HEINE: 1 S 0ONVEitS ION• 
( 

.A perusal of the literature devoted to Heine's conversion :tn I&l25 

fills one with a realization of the helplessness and one ... side,l,.aess 

of the greater bulk of what ::ts known as literary criticism.The 

works of our author are f0rtunately--or unfortur1ately,as the case 

may be,so clear a.nd unequ3.voca.l,that the erities have met with 

oons iderable diffioUl ty in l :l..ghting upon a stamping-ground for 

their eonjeoturfNl subtleties .Still,because of its intrtnsio intOi'rest, 

or b~3ca.use so much anti-semitic and 0.poJ.0geti.c material may be 

conjured up by a discussion thereof,the matter of Heine's convers:i.on 

has become a piece-de-resistance for their critical cudgels .s.o much 

tear•ful sentimentality as welJ. as undisguised bitterness ,b.as been 

poured forh:Jf.1 by those who treat the subjeot,tha.t it is a relief to 

find men like Puetzfeld~-a non-Jew,by the way-~who state the bald 

facts wH,hout appending ador•n:r,i.ents of their own view-point. 

,Without attempting to gloss over what seems to have been 
,,. ' ,.- . , 

prompted by p~acticaJ. motives .,the facts in the case are simply 

the:::ie .In I823, thE~ ed iot of _I8I2 ,which allowed t1:,e Jews of' Prussia 

to eccupy cd.vil pos it1.one ,was sudd~mly repealed .Jews were not pet'• ... 

mi tted to foJJ.ow any professci1&n. except that of medic:tne;so that 

Heine's career was je,,pardi.sed unless, following the example set 

by Gans ,he conve.rted to Christie.nity .It may be assumed with con-
' . 

siderable certainty that had n_otth:i.s unexpected hindrance inter

vened,we should never have had to record Heine ts apostasy.For,in 

that year Heine's national enthusiasms were at their orest,a.nd 

_.,,. ... ~--•·" 
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with them surged a violent hatred for Christianity.Thevery lettwr 

to Wohlwill whieh conta.ins his memorabJ.e attack on Reform Judaism, 

includes f.l.l.so these unmistakeable sentences: 11 The final downfall 

of Christianity becomes clearer to me daily .T:~ere are filthy 

families of ideas which are nested. in the e:r•acks of this old world, 

the deserted bed of the divine spirit, just as families of bed-bugs 

infest the bed of a Polish Jen .• If one treads on these idea..-bugs 

it leaves a st.en ch which is discernible for 0. thousand years" .S41'3h 

is Christianity,which wa.s trodden upom '.'!'7D!: eighteen hundred years 

ago.,a.nd which poisons the a.1.r for 01.n· poor Jews since that time!' 

A }?.ost of t,roublesome influences did not fail to contri ... 

bu.te towe.rds the fe.tal step;e.t least,they made· the path easier for 

it .Chief among them were his economic difficulties which could i!)nly 
.~ 

be removed by complying wlth the edict .rPhen came the definitive 
~~ 

d1.ssolut:Lon of the Ve:eein,which deprived him of intellectual sup ... 

port. in the cris1.s:a support so terr,ibly weakened by the defect':ton 

of Heins•s hero Gans.And a.s we have seen,no mean rol,e must be assig,n .... 

ed to the disgust engendered in him by the intr,igues of his inappre

ciative or ungrateful opponents within the Jewish l!lamp.Ww can only 

surmise how much impetus was lent him by his aiready 10.rge host 

of enemies among the Gentiles .Furthermore, by an ironical t,u:.rn of 

fate,conversion had become ext~mely fashionable,especial.ly in the 

h1.gher Jewish Circles .conspicuous among the convertites were Men-
,, 

delssohn's chtldren,Borne,and Gs..ns;so that. Heine wa.s not strik:i.ng 

out along new lines .r.rhe censure he incurs is due mtd.nJ.y to the 



prominence he accords in his works • to Jewish inter•asts; for his 
I 

Jewish consciousness mus·i have suffel"ed quite a wr•emch by the act. 

We hear very little of BS~ne 's. conv<:irsion,beoause he d.ispJ.ays 

very little concern for his people ,a:n oosmopo1it~n outlook he went, 

far beyond the most la ti·~'udinarian views. of his time, consequently 
I 

hts apostasy created no stir at the time.It is ·the. er.i.dent sincerity 

of Heine's earlier :rew:lsh convicttons that caused so much pain to 

his friends and redoubled the anger of his enemies.But let him 

speak for himself. 

The earliest ment i.on of the wl1ole rna.tter is to be found i.n 

a ve.luable letter ,written from Luneberg to Moser September 27, I8S3; 

"You see me therefore,despite my head-aches,bus:lly pursuing the 

law studies wbJ.ch a.re finally to yield. me bread.As you can suspect, 

we are concerned about conversion .Nonemof my famj.J_y ,excepting 

myself, is opposed to 11..And this nmysel:f 11 is e.. very obs tine. te per

son.From my way of thinking you. can ·reac1:i.1y surm:lse ths t bawt:lsm 

is an indifferent m.attor tto me,that e:Y.en symbolically I do not 

r>ega1"d it as important ,and in the fashion in.which it would be 

consumma:ted by me, it would hav-e no s ign:'i.ficance to other~s .For me 

it has this :trilport8noe: that, I should be the better alne to devote 

myself. to the winnj.ng of :r•ights ·ror the unf01"tunat0 members of 

my race.And yet,I re~ard it as below my dignity.,as sul:lfng the 

honor of myself,if I,in or•der• to get ·a po(d.t1.on in Prussia,were 

to have myself baptiBed.In deor Prussia.I really dont l~now how 
'.'• ·a• 

t,o help myf,el:f' :Ln tl1.is 4.ile:mma .out of agg:r'ava tion I may yet become 

78 



a. Catholic and hang myself .But let m e break fJ:iom this ft:.J. ta.l theme 

and since I shall spea·k with you in person in a few months,I shall 

therefore defer discussion of' this ma.ttel" unt5.1 that time.we live 

in sfad times:rmsoaJ.s become the best,and the best must become 
. . . 

ras caJ.s .Now I ca.n apprec:1.ate the words of the Psalmist,: 11 0 Lord, 

Give me my da:Lly bread ,that I might not blaspheme thy holy name." 

1rhe tragedy becomes all the more po1gnant J :lf w_e remember 

the.t at the very time he had to decide upon the irr•evocabJ.e deed, 

in fa.ct ,at the ve:r-y moment he was executing it .,he was engaged upon 
. 

the JilBBI,that work of love,as he calls it,whieh.,he fondly d:r•eamt, 

would be counted among the world• s mastc➔rpieces .Without indUlging 

in natulent sentiment,the sober t1"'uth seeme to have been that 

Heine.,notw:tthstHnding the charlatanism which harbor~:1d :l.n his nature, 

was really to:r.n by the confl i'ot5.ng calls of love and worldly proa-

perity .Witness the ~trong pathos which su:f.'fUsE➔ s his lE3tter to Maser., 

wr:i.tten in October , just, a few months afiJer his conve:r•sion: 

"It is a pleasure of soul for me to hea1~ again the.t you a.re 

well and alive,and that you.:r. sp1.rit is becoming brighter,ancl your 

sl~eping ... ja.cket more and mo:PE-J frayed .and that o» Sunday morning, 

in your tattered coat,you :r-ecite Hl)mer to yourseJ.f .... -just as our 

ancestors did with Tosfes Yom 'J.1ov.--Now that I have ment.loned books, 

let me recommend Golowins Jom·ney to J's.pan.You w.:l.J.l learn therein 

that the Japanese;:are the most urbane people j_n the world;yea,verily, 

I might say they are aJ.so the most Christian people,were it not that 

I read to my su1:-p:rise how nothj_ng :i.s so odious X~ and abomina1:.,leto 

·themas Ch:r.1stlf.i,nity.I shall become a Japa.:nese;he hates nothing more 



Ml.an the cross .Perhaps I ,shall send you to ... dny another poem 

f'J:--om the"Babbi~ 1n the wrj.ting of Which I have ,alas .,aga:tn been 

interrupted.I beg of you not to tell anyone of' thepoem.,or of' any 

private affairs I might re1r:1te to you.A young Spa.nish Jew.,who ha.a. 

undergone baptism out of' a spirit of' riotous insolence., corres ... 

ponds with young Juda.h Aba.rbanel ,and sends him that poem trans la .... 

ted from the Moorish .. Perhaps he is too much afraid to teil his 

friend directly of his ignoble conduct ,so he sends him this poem. 

Do not reflect too much about this .I am looking forward w:i.th great 

expecta t ton to Gans' s return. I really bel '&.eve that Ga.ns will come 

baclt as Eli-ganz-·~In sh<irt,Gans will :eeturn to Paris a Christ,ia.n 

in the wate+"iest semrn of the term. 

SehoJ.ars are practically urdted in the belief that the poem 

to which Heine refers as being transl.a. ted from the Spe.nish is no 

other tha.n ALlVIlNSOR.,a shoi-•t poem reprinted in the HEIMKEHR where 

it. is placed immedi1:;1.tely e..fter Donna Clr:1.ra.This 1.ittle poem 

speaks with mol'.'e directness than the drama of the same name ,add 

it must be the former to which the author a.lludes when he speaks 

of himself as writing 11 al:mansor1g 11 • I quote part of the poem. 

"Moorish kings formerly bullt this house for Allah's 

fame,yet it has changed much in the dal"k tumul·~ of the ttmes.Upon 

the tower wherr:) the wa teh-ma.n was wont ot call to prayer .,sounds 

now the melancholy tones of the Christ:tan bells.Upon the steps, 

where the :faithful sang the words of the prophetF ,bald priestlings 

display the insipid marvels of the mass. 

And such aturnil'lg and twis'tj_ng of the motley dolls.,and 

such a. bleating and puffing and ringing.,and the s:llly candles 
I 

I 
! 
i' 
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gleaming. 

In the dome at Cordova. stands Alroa.nsor ben Abdullah,looking 

at theplllars .,Quiet.ly he murmurs these words: 11Ye pill1:1.rs, strong 
cl and mighty.,once decl-red for lt.llah's glor.y.Now,enslved.,you must wor ... 
I\ 

shlp hated Christendom. 

"You aocomodate yourselves to the times,a.nd patiently you bear 

your burden.Yes,the weaker one must, quiet him.self with greater 

0flS6 o 
11 

.And his h:ead,with calm face,Almansor ben Abdullah bows over the 

' adorned bapt1tsmal stone in t,he dome of Cordova, 

After the ceremony., Alma.nso1" d:eeams that he stands aga.in,with head 

down ... sunk and dripping l in the dome at Cordova ,and }1e hears many 

muffled voices.All the lofty giantlike pillars he hears grimly 

muutering;they cannot bear it any longer,and they totter and 

tremble.Wildly they crash into ruin;the dome sinks in t'uins;a.nd 
. ,1 

the Christian gods whine. 

We may also ca tcJ:t a glimpse of Heine's feeLtngs about eon ... 

version from a J.etter of Dec I4 I825,in which he sa~s:"I knownc:b.t. 

whs.t, to say about this ;Cohn assures me that Gans is prea.ch:tng: 

0.hrist iani ty ,and is trying to conve:r.t the ohj.ldren of' Israel. If he 

is doing this. out of conviction he, is a fool;if out of hypocrisy, 

he is i::t scamp .Never thelass, I sha.ll rw,t3r cease to love him;but I 

confEHJS that,r.ather than the above :report,J: sho~1ld have been hap

pier to hear that Gans had stolen silver spoons.That you MOS(,'lr, 

should feel the way Gans does,I cannot bring myself to believe, 

al tough Cohn a.ssw•es me tha.t :tt :ts so ,a.nd that he has it direiotly 



from you.I should be sorry to hear that my own conversion could 
. I 

a.ppea:r. in a. favorable light to you.I assure you that if the law 

had permitted the theft of silver spoons.,I should not have been 

converted.More of this hereafter by word of mouth. 

Last Saturday I went to the temple,and had the plea.sure 

of hearing with my own ears how Dr.Solomor1 eut loose against the 
,1 

bapttsed Jews and harped on this:How through sheer hope of acqui-

ring a position( 1ps:tssima verba)they allow themseves to be persua-,, 
ded to become untr·ue to the faith of their fathers .I assure you 

that the sermon wa.s good;and I intend to visit the man one of 

these days.--Cohn a.cts splendidly towards me.teat with h'-m on 

Sha.bes ;he pours glowing kugel on my head with terrible vexat,ion. 

I eat t,his holy na t :J.onal dish,which has been more instrumental 

in the perpet;ua t ion o:f' Juda ism than all the three volumes of the 

Zeitschrift.Ittc1dental.1y,it has also had a wider sa.le. 11 

Immediately thereafter comes t:i.nother humorous touch. "If' I 
\ ' 

had time I would· w~ite Mrs .:zunz a fine Jewish letter• I am now a 

real Ctil"istian.,th~t is,I a.m sponging (u1·the rich Jewsll.But the tone 

changes,and a few weeks later he writes in anguish:"! am now hated 

by Jew and Chriatian alike.I reg~et exceedingly that I have been 

baptised~! cannot sea that I have done any better for it;on the 

contrary,! have had noyhing but misfortune- .... Isn't :tt silly'lNo 

sooner am I baptised than J: am oried down as a Jew.Truly,! tell. 

you.,! have had not,hing out reversals since then." 

Al though this cry is one of the mos ·t thrilling Heine ever 

emitted;I believe that the most 'bouohing,a.s well as the most, hunianJ 

is to be h.ei.:ir•d echoing in the following passage from a letter to 



Mt')ser ,dated from Hamburg April 23 1826. 11 those we:ce good old days 
,, 

when Ratcliff and ALma.nsor appear•ed a.t Dumrole:ea ,and you,my daar 

Moser~ndmired the beautiful passages they contained.I recall that 

tha. Psalms "We sat by the waters ,of Babylon1 was t,hen your fa.vor-

i te and you would recite it so beautifully,so gloriously,so touch• 

:tngly ,that I a.m now even brought to tears ,and not on account of 

the psalm a.lone. You llso had at that t:tme a few good ideas about 

Judaism,about the Christian baseness in making proselytes,the 

vilenesss of the Jews who :Lntend by conversion not merely to 

remove diff':lculties.,but to attain something through i·t,to gain 

something by it ,and such other good t,hought,s whioh you ought, ,at. 

convenient moments eommit t.¢ wr :Lt ing. You are too self-sufficient 

not to do so for the sake of Gans,and as far as I am concerned, 

you needn*t worry about me.-•--Forg1ve my ill-humor;it is pointed 

chiefly.at myself.I often get i.p at night and stand before my 

mirror and scold myself .Perhaps at this momen·t I regard my friendl,s 

soul as such a mirro:r ibut it seeme to me that it i:;-1 not as clear 

as of yore .Do not be peeved because I am.I concede that you are 

right.And what is more than being ~ng,I am"sub,jective~and in 
. . I\ 

such wrong subjectivity I ber•a te Gans ancl. the wea.ther .... -but change-. ' 

abl.e,f1ck1e month ofApril,pa.1"don me for men•tion:tng you in the same 

breath with Gans;you did_not desell"ve that(I_mean the wea.ther)It is 

a manl-y consistent month,a. decent month etc.Greet our ltauszerordent• 

l:lchen 11 friend,and telJ. him that I love him.This is meant in all 

seriousness of' soul.He is still a dear image to me,if no longer 

a holy image ,nor one w01"'thy of' honor 01" capable of pe1"'forming 



miracles.I ofte:rm. think of him,beca.use I don•t want to think of 

myself.Last night, for exe.mple, I though
1
t with what countenance Gans 

co~ld step before Moses if the latter were suddenly to appear on 

earth.For Mbses is the great~st jurist the.t ever lived,since lb.is 

1aw endures even to this day.I dreamt also that Gans and M©rdecai 

Noah ~ame. together at Stran1.u,and Oh wonde:es ,Gans was as silent 

as a fish.'.Zunz stood near,laugh:tng sarcastically,and said to his 

wj.fe: 11Do you see kitten? 0 I believe that Lehmann made a long speech , 
JS 

in full tones,interlarded with "Enlightenment 0 
,

11 Changq> of Zeit-

ye1"haltnisse 0
,

11:Brogress of. the World Sp.i'.:.r:Lt 0 ,during which I ~-~-- -

did 

not go to sleep; on ·the contrary, I awoke .And when I a.woke., I thougll:t 

of you,e..nd I made a brilliant remark:that you have mor~ penetration 
11 

than I ha.ve- ... quod erat demonstrandum~ 

Oppressed by ~hese grievanoes,and afflicted thereto with re-

I lentless heada ohea ,he writes from N.rdeney in July of. the same year • 
. ; 

I shall spend this y2&.r,a.t least pa.rt of it.,in Berlin.My thoughts 

in the matter are not yet, settled,but I am quite decided that it 

is very urgent that I say vale to the German father ... land.I am 

driven forth,not, so much by the wanderlust~ ,as. by the torture em

tailed by personal ciroumstances,...-:for example,the ineradicable qew. 

HOw deeply rooted is the myth of the wandering Jew1;11 the quiet 

vale tn the woods,the mother tells the awful legend,th~ little ones 

press oloser to :.tUm: the hearth--outside it is n:lght,the post-horn 

sounds--Jewish ·traders are going to the Leipzig fair .we who are the 

hen ... oes of' the fa iry ... ta.le are not aware of the whtte bee.rd whose 



edges the times have dyed to a youhf'llll bla.ok,this beard no barbe,r 

oanshave off.My 11 Chr1stus on the ·water 1' ,the twelftht1$ea•picture, 

hei.s aroused much ilJ.""'w:Lll towards me. 0 

1'he poem "Christ on the Waters 11 ,in many respects the most 

tslaring example of Heine 1 s x•ecklessness and Rabelaisian vUlgarity, 

is now published in the se1"ies 11Nordsee" unde1;"' the title "F:t•ieden". 

It opens with a wonderful description of the dawn onthe ocean,one 

of the poet I s finest pieces of worl~. In the roseate clouds there 

appears an imge of Jesus,bidding good ... will to all men,and announcing 

peace to the world,while about him the universe is in glory,e.nd the 

spher~s sing in their rounds • .A raucous laugh shat1;e1"'s the sublime 

scene.Heine turns to the reade:t:1 and asks hi'm how he would l:tke to 

be able to write poetry like that.What a fine chance it would be 

fo:r- the reader t,o attain a religions sinecure!How eager the Church 

dignitaries would be to take him under their sheltering wings!No 

wonder we *ind Heine writing that it has aroused a storm of hatred 

aga,f,nst hj.m. 

During the period we have now reached ,appeared Heine's 

RElSiBILDER.Theysaw the light about a year after his conversion 

and we eanstill find traces in them of contempt or hatr•ed for Christ .... 

ianity,and what is more important,a direct reference to his apos

tasyoin the Harzreisa,while desc:t:>ibing his journey through Klaus

thal,he notices a catech:1.sm in the hands of & scboo1-boy,whe1"'eupon 

he comments in his own inimitable fashion: 

"'rhis booklet was very poorly printed,a.nd I am afraid that 

religious education makes likewise an unplee.se.nt blot'ting:-paper 



impreasion on t~e minds of the children.For it occured to me then 

that the mul tipl icat ion table which cohfl iots so dangerously 

with the doctx•ine of the r.rrinitJy is in that very catechism.,yea, 

is printed in the very le.st pages .In th~.s way the children are 

led at an e0.rly age to sinful misgivings .But we Prussians are 

w:l.ser ,and in our zeal to convert that people which is so well 

versed in reckoning ,we taltE-l ca,re not to print the mul tj_pl ica tion 

table behind the catechism. 11 

In this early woi-•k he keeps on refe:~:aing to himself as a 

Protestant .As if intent on emphasiz:l.ng the farcice.l nature of. 

the whole buslness,he insists on labelling htmself as a Christian. 

s0 ,f'or example,he writes to his unole Solomon two years later(Sept. 

I5,I828): 11 give my regards to M'O'ritz Oppenheimer.I do not like~ him, 

al·though as a Christian I should ~ove even my enernies,but I am 

just a beginner in. Christian love'! Or,scatter.ed throughtthe Reise

bilde:r, are f'ound references to his "practising Christian patienoe/1, 

and to tJhe homrns as looking 0 so touoh:lngly Christian 11 ,or swears 

11 as I am a good Ohriiatian 11 .Tha~ these could not be taken serious

ly,not even as an earnest fraud,becomes easily apparent by oompa ... 

rison with the ejaculations of the comical oonvert,Gumpelino. 

l?ursuihg his joui"ney,Hej,ne comes to GOslar.where .,in a church, 

he sees hanging a large board upon which were announced the psalm

numbel''S. It, strikes him as a.good device for concealing the absemce 

of a fresco of Raphae1. 11suoh progress plea~s me immensely,for I, 

who mn a Protestant,in fact,a Luthera.n,would be grieved if Catholic 

opponents should snaer at the empty,God•forsaken appearance of 

d/ 
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protestant churohes. 0 

A little 1a:tel." ,at Nor•d~:·y ,he tm.kas occasion to dis cuss both 

church and pastor. "'r he Lord knows that I am a good Christian- ... 

hut when I come to the doors of the church,:i am 'UJJ'lexpeotedly 

seized by a spirit of levity,and I regard it a sin to enter." 

In this way he explains why he has never visited the ohUI'Ch. 

In the BUCH Ll~ GHAND,or BOOK OF IDEP .. S,where:tn lies imbedded . 
a va.luable dep93·tt of biographical material,we light upon a clever 

. " 
satil"e on oonvers:lon.In the very first chapter,offel."ing to descr:lbe 

Hell for the Madam,he explains that the Christians come first in 

very large numbers;then come thl Jews "in another row.,and they 

kept up a. continual howl:J.ng,and were plagued at times by the 

devils~r.rheroe·,) it happened that a f'at,pF..1.nting pawn.-brok;el:, woUld 

complain tragi-eomlcally,over the excessive heat.A little devil 

would then pour a few buckets of cold water ove:e his head, in order 

tha.t he might learn what a truly ref:t•eshing thing baptlsm wa.s ◄• 

In Octo·ber of the same year he represents t,o Mos~r.-1· his fears 

a.bout the thea tr·ica.l way in which Gans was dililplaying his newly 

a.quired Christianit,y;ttI ·t.rust that Gans,who is. still a fr•eshman 

in Christia..nity,has not begun to 11 Chr1stelnrt.No,our G.G.J?lumper 
I 

(Oohn,the rabbi mentioned in.other lette1"s)has lied to me.But, 
I • 

should he ever aot that wa.y,them will yom, Cl?,rist .. ianity,eruc,:r.i~<t'll 

as a world.1sa.vior-,call out to b.im: 11Dr·.Eli,Dr.Eli.,lama asavtar.t1°. 

tTust twenty years later Heine wrote to Lasalle about another great 

Jew,in exactly the same stred.ru II As 1"espeots Felix Meildelssohn,I 

yield to your wishes ,and I sha.J.1 not print a. s ingl.e carping word 



agai~nst him.I am mgry with him because of his "christeln".I cannot 
( 

forg·ive this mB-n, in independenp circumstances ,fol" serving the 

pietists with his colossal genius". 

In the "rGredanken und E1:n.falle 11 ,oollected late in life.,but writ

ten at odd( moments of his active career,we find two interesting 

comments on conversion.Judging from their tone,I am tempted to 

class them as late,becauee he speaks without bitterness,an.d with 

that quiet humor which marks his later writings. 11 The baptismal 

oertif:i.cate is the entree--billet to Eurppea.n ~ulturett.ttr attr·ibute 

the blame for my turning Christ,ian to those Saxons who suddenly 

turned about at Leipzig;o1" to Nt;p oleon who need not have gone to 

Russia,or to h:l.s ·teacher who instruuted him in geography,at Brienne, 

but forgot to tell himt,ha.t it is very cold in wlnter at Moscow". 

There is a quiet pathos in the :few lines which Heine devo

ted to Gans's defection from the,verein.They occur in the obituary 

of' Ludwig Marcus, wr 1 tten in 18_44:, in which he says of Gans; 0 H is . ' 

defeotj.on was all the more reproaclable,since he played the role 

of an ag·itator and assumed def1.nite presidential duties .It is 

trao .. it:1.onalJ.,Y regarded as th~ captain• s duty to lEiave a. sinking 

ship the last ... --Oa.ns ,however, saved h1.mself f i.rst 11
• 



-CONVERSION IN HE:INE'S WRn~INGS# 
( 

One cannot repee.t too often the fact,so r:i::-equently cl.isl"egarded 

by Heine Cl"1t,ics,that we must not expect to find in our author a 

consistently formulated body of "J3wish doctri:r;i.0 11 .In this l"ega.rd, 

his st,.atements suffer, from the sam(.:1 weakness as do his utterances 

in other: fields .Be it literary cr1tio1sm,philosophio discussion, 

personal 1ampoon, 11Heine :!.s always Heinell,His prominent English 

translator ,Leland has taken the trouble to point out in running 
ft••" 

commentarie1;,how st;iking are his con·tra<'licti.ons ,how fatally depend-

ent: cm momentary whim a.re some of his most brilliant and searching 

passages .~rherefore ,without attempting to co-ordinate them by fan

ciful t:r.ansitions.,I sha.J.l submit Heines 1'.lost importan~ liter•ary 

j f presentations of' his views on conversion.Incldentally,it is inter-

(! " . es ting to note that thay are dis played in thJ:-aee forms: prim1u•ily 
~i ' 

by a burlesque of the convert~~s ,e.s in the "Baths cU' Lucca Y aga.ig 

by an :Lrnaginative autobiographical. record as the third chapter L 
the RA.BBI,and finally,by a. bitterly sarcostic invective,a!:i we shall 

see from excerpts of his BORNE. 

But before quoting these at any length,we need to cast a. bira.'1 ... 

eye vj.ew at the the changes that had been taking place in Heine'3 

attitude towards the Jews .They were due manife~tly to bot,h per ... 

soMl. experiences and intellectual convi-ct,ions .Only imp.G3r:fect1y 

can we deterrolne the exact, role played by each of these fact,ors, 

but the facts in thE3 case are as follows. 

We hf:i.ve seen how it, gradually dawned upon Heine that his con

version had not yielded him the retm ... ns he had hoped for .Hounded 



by Christia.n e.nd Jew ,he spent the years immediately following 

his conversion al ter-na tely in Lunebelf'g ,England and the saa .... shore. 

The O'.Y1'1Y refuge he owned was his pen,a.nd with it he startled ene .... 

mies and be ... distanced his frie11J1ds by heralding h.i.rnself as the 

foe of all religions and declaring himself an atheist.Thia view

point he defended by railing at all things sacred in s'lhoh a 

way as GerlI!flny had never befol"e heard .From this period de. tes the 

bitter war between himself and the 11 piet ists II and organized churches. 

Perhaps a great deal of the responsibility for tti.e sentiments he 

op(:1J:1J.y expressed in favor of Judaism :rne,y be traced t,o the mere 

desire of taunting his Ohristia.n enemies.He wa.s guaranteed a per ... 

manent 00Jrnti1:J1gent of readers by his .. 11Buch der Lieder" .The tempta ... 

tion to seize such an opportunity_ for flaying his opponents by 

heaping praise on the people he had1 deseeted,oouJ.d ndlt easily 

have been resisted by one of Heine's :make ... up.In retu1"n,he was 

l, prevented from obtaining ·e. professorship at Munchen, thanks to 

the 1.ntrigues of the very priestlings h~ was la.sh~.ng;a defeat 

whi<;h did not result in making him mol'.'e tractable .• 

While the stor·ms which he had aroused were howling about, 

him,he began also to realise that ' .. the Jewish pl"obl.em was not as 

ea.sy of solution as it had appeared to his youthf'ul enthuaia.sm., 

and that it did not yield itself so readily to ·the the- mild 

tr.eatment of retrospective romanticism--in short,he came to the 

conclusion that a 0t1 .. onger tonic was needed than had been em

ployed by the doctrinaire Berliners.A~ter leaving BerJ.in,his 
wa.s 

:lnte:r.est in soci'f,a.l e.nd political problems ~ intensified, 



b1~:tnging altwut ,as a consequence, a broadening of his for>merly 

nar•rowly centered Jewish national ism/I111e waves which brought 

a.bout the July revolution of I830 must, have touched him on many 

sides,so that imperceptibly he began to view the Jewish problem 

in the light,not merely of J~wish emancipaticn1,but going beyond 

it, of universal emanoipa tionJTo his nia turing mind elll the suga.r

coa tings to which the Jewish question had been su~ jected were 

fereicetlly useless .ieal had changed to skept.icism.NotEJ the indul

gent irony whj.ch informs this letter to :Zunz,writ·ten at the height 

of this cynic&1l reaction to his early ef:lthus:ie,sms: 

~a.:mbffi:"Ds, in the holy month of' May, I826. 

To Dr.zunz,appointed judge over Israel( in Noah's pr·ogram) ,vice

pvesident of the Society f'or the CUlture and Knowledge of. thf) J6WWs, 

President of' the Scientific Institu.tJe,( conducted by t,he Vere in), 

Editor of the .Zeitschr1f't of the Science of' Juda.ism,mernber of the 

Agricultural Qom.miss ion ,Librarian- ... 

I stop at the last title to of.fer you a copy of my newest 

book for the l ibl."f::ll"y of the Verein;but in case it has been moved 

to Ar~.9-rat.,will you please give said eop1 tomyour wife for kitc'.k\en

use? ... ---

H.Heine, 

Dr.Juris,and member of. the Vere..Ln for the 

cul tu.re and lenrning of the Jews in the 
~ C ~•• • 

eighteenth cen·tury. 

Another inst,anoe:One of the chief causes for his early out-spok:e:a-

nes a in behalf of the Jews was a riot he had witnessed j.n I8I9, 

i 
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:our1.r.1ig his last stay at Hamburg,in 1830,he saw a repitit:ton of 
( 

this affair, in which the mob threatened the home of his uncle 

Solomon .No mention of it has been preserved in his lettel"'S ,and 

the only reference we possess is in the form of a little note 

in his 11(Gledanken und Einfalle 11
•

110ne Jew said to the other ; 11 1 

was too weak. 0 This phrase may be recommended as a mottl for the 

history of Judaism"" It is a far ory from the author of those let, ... 

ters which breathe a determination to labor for the Jewish cause, 

and the inditer of this confession ot disillusionment. 

The problem of Jewish ema.ncipa tion played a sufficiently 

important rtle in Heine's writings to deserve a place by itself(I 

We are interested here in the writings which draw on his experi

ences following on his conver·s ion .':L1he first in importance is the 

11Baths of tucca. 11 ,printed in the third volttme of the REISEBILDI~R 

I830.The aim of the book is two-:f'old.;namely,t&o r,idicmle the 
"'I" 

?ewiah~li~e of H~urg: with its religious monstrcH:1ities and par-

venu idiosy14cracies,and to castigate the Count Platen,a. popula1• 

but, seoond ... rate poet of the day ,who had portrayed Heine in a 

boldly anti ... semitie fash:ton,~n his play 00edipus 11 .This curious 

juxtaposition is s ign:tfi.eant ,tfuen Heine brought the vi.rulent 

a.nti-semites into the, company of the laughable Hamburg Jews with 

intent to abnihilate them both together.,he revealed how radically 

his erstwhile Jew:J.sh pride had eheinged. Instead of defending the 

Jews from attack by assuming his own case to have been typj,eal, 

he reverseis the matter by ridicul:tng the ~Jews himsalf,and. re-

I l 
I 



gardin~ the onslaught on himself as a manifest,at:l.on of a personHl 

g1"udge .st:tll ,Heine ma.y be said to have served the Jewish cause by 

holding up to ridicule the mode1"n Jewish perversions in the shapes 

of ®umpelino and Hyacinth. 

~rhe Marquis Gumpelino is a real person,Christ:l.an Gumpel, 
' 

a. Hamburg banker who had been converted.He is portrayed as a molf:lley ... 

, grubber who tries in vain to rub off his ancient varnish by contact 

with the reftnements afforded by modern culture.In spite of h:ts 

excla.rnations 110h Jesustt and the like proofs of his Christianity, 

he is qu1.te likel;y- tOf"evert t,o type and sing his prayers with that 

nasal tw,1mg so eharacteristic of the Jews.But, Hyacinth,a Mr.Hirsch, 

of. Hanlburg,who acts as Gumpel1no 1 s servant is a caricature of the 

~I.1emple Jew~Why he is a Reform Jew.,he makes elear in h:ls rational

istj,c disquisitions .He is also represented a13 more sincere than 

Gumpelino the convert,althotilgh he is made to speak more naively. 

Heine ev:l.d.eri.tly hated the convert;for the ttwat,.er•y"refo:rmer• he 

cherished good-natured contempt.Let us read the sermon which Heine 

developes from so imsermonic a subject as Gumpelino•s nose. 

Ba t,hs of' Lucca .Chap II. 

Mathilda's warning not to be st1~uck by Gumpelinch's 

nose.,has some foundation in fact,f.or he came within an ace of knock ... 

ing out one of my eyes with it ,I shall say nothing against th:Ls 

nose; on the eofflltrary, :it was of the noblest form and seemed of 

itself to give my friend full right to olaim.,at J.east,the title of 

Marquis .For it was evident, from the nose that Gumpelino wa.s of 



high nob il itY' ,and descended from that very ancient wor,1d ... family 

into which the bless,:,d Lord himself. narried without fear of a 

mesalliance.S:i.noe those days ,it is true that the family has vome 
JL,,, 

down a 1:1.tt1e,e.nd.,in fa.ot,sinoe the days of' Oharl¢.magne thie,y have 

been obliged to pick up a living by selling old pants.loons and. 

Hamburg lottex•y tickets ,but without dim:l.nish:Lng in the least 

their pride of ancestry or losing the hope that some day they 

will eome again into their long-lost p1"operty,or,at lea.st,obtain 

emigration damages,with interest,when their old sove:r•e:tgn keeps 

the promises made when restored to offiee--promises by which he 

has been leading them (£I.bout by the nose for two thousand yea:r.s. 

ti Perhaps this leading them about by the nose is the cause of the 

latter being pUlled out to suoh length." 

Into the mouth of the immortal Hyacinth the writer· places 

for. utterance some of the wittiest words he ever wrote on the 

merits of the predominant rel1g1ons,1nsofar as their social and 

economic value was eoncel:'ned.It is aJ.l ver1y well,th:ls little man 

comments, to be a Catholic af you have as much monev as ®cumpel :tno; 

if you ea.n keep a chaplain and pay six hundred francs for a Ma ... 

donna to ado:t•e ,and enjoy aJ.l the luxuries which a lavish invest• 

:ment in the.t particular faith would yield.But Hyacinth,a. mere 

lotter•y coJ.lector,cannot afford to have his mind diverted from 

his affairs by the eh:tming of bells ,or bis eyes prevented from 

setting down the right number because of optie~irritating incense, 

No,if you are wealthy,you can afford to let your senses swim,but 
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how can a poor business man.,whose int,erests de:ma.nd a constant and 

uninterrupted union of the seven senses,dream of succtunbing to 

the blandishment of this luxui-•iant and int<i:.ice.ting religion? 

~nd a.s to Protesta.ntisf:U?Well .,the objections are just as 
I 

cogent.Even this emil:lghtened.,-rationalistic business man ca.nt sea 

the sense of that paucity of miracles onpvhieh this faith prides 

itself!>Why,he even lost money bet~lng on yhe psalm numbers posted 

in a Frotesta.nt chut"ch in Hamburg.And as for the Jewish religion? 

"I>octor,·the mischief take the old Jewish religion.I don't wish it 

yo my worst enemy.It brings nothing but abuse and disgrace.I tell 

you it isl'l • t a. rel ;J.gion; :f.t I s a. mis fortune. I keep out of the way 

of everything thet puts me in mind of it, ... --1 really don•t know 

w:lth whom I ought ·to keep compalnly when I get back to Hamburg ;but 

I know what I'll do in the religious line.Just for the present I 

can get along with the New Israel:ttish Temple,! mean the pure 

Mosaic Lord's service ,with orthographic German hymns and moving --
"'··-·-~~-·" --- . 

sermons,and a few visionary notions,.,which are things no religion 

ean do without.As true as the Lord :may hel~ me;I don•t want a 

better rel:1.gion,and it is worth ~e(~ping up.I mean to do my part 

for it anyhow,and every Sa.turda~,when it isn't a d.a.y for drawi.ng 

at the lottery,I am going there.There are men,and more's the pity 

who give this faith a bad name,a.nd say that it gives occasion for 

a scll:t,sm;but I give you my woril:it's a good sound religionT-perbaps 

a little too good for comm.on folks.,:t'or whom the old Jewish reli

gion is good enough.A common man must have something stup<l1d to make 

qo 



him happy ,and he does feel happier :i.n something of the sort .A reg ... 
( 

ular old Jew,wi.th a. long beard and ragged coat,and who can't 
fZ-1 

speak a word coi:-rect/, perhaps feels better than I do ,with all my 

a1rnompl ishro.en ts. 0 

The following J.ines,which continue the rather long-winded 

oration of this simple ... wise felJ.ow,have won the approvra.l of no 

less acrit:i.e than Matthew Arnold 1who quotes the pa.ssage in its 

entirety to indicate Heine's fondness for tht real old Jew.It 

should a.J.so be pointed out how Hyacinth,or bette1• ,Heine h:1.mself, 

grad.ually veers from e, tone of mockery to one of reverence. It is 

as if he had for the nonce forgotten h:1.mself and aJ.lowed old memo

ries to rise t,,o the s1.lI"face and assert themse-,lves. 

"There lives in Hamburg,in the Ba.ecker Breitengang,by a 

gutter ,a man named Moses Lump--the fol.ks oa.J.l him Lumpy for short. 

e.nd he runs around the whole week in wind and in rain,with his 

pack on his back,to eern a few ma.rks,Well,when Friday evening 

comes around,he goes home and finds the seven ... branched lamp all 

lighted,a cl.ean white cloth on the trible.,and he puts off his pa.alt 

and his sorrows,and he sits down at table with his crooked wife 

and crookeder daughter.,and eats with them fish which have been 

cooked in a mt.oe white garlic sauce ,and sings the finest songs of 

King Dav:l.d ,and re joioes withaJJ. his her::1rt at the Exodus of the 

children of Israel..He fe'?ls glad.,too,that all the bad people,who 

did an~th:tng bad to th?m,die~ at last;that King Pharaoh,Nebuchad

nezzar.,Haman,A.ntiochus,Titus,and suoh--like.,are all dead,but that 

cj/ 



Lumpy is still alive,and eats fish with his wife and child.And I 
I 

tellyou what,Doctor,the fish are delioious,and the man is happy, 

he has no reason to torment himself with any 11 accomplishments", 

he sits just as contented in his religion and his green night-

·gown as Diogenes i.n his cask,and he looks with joy at the lights 

burning which he hrisn I t even tb.e trouble of cleaning .And I tell 

you that if the lights should happen to burn dim,~~d the ~EK 

who 1ough·t to snuff them isn•t at hand,and if Rothchild · theGr·ea.t 

should happen to come in,with all the brokers,discounters,forward

ers,and headi'clerks,withwhom he overcomes the world,and if he should 

sayzMosws Lump,ask what thou wilt,and it shall be given thee;Dootor, 

; g I believe that Moses woulJld say,quiet and easy, 11P~~k the la.mp them, _;;,. 

l f and Rothschild the Great would answer in wonder: ''I'd like to be 

i; such a Lump as this 11 
• . ; .. , 

·i' 
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In a is.ter chapter of this veritable riot of' mockery,Heine 

discovers Hyacinth and Gumpelino buried over a voJ.'LUne of the poetry 

of Count von Fla ten .After flaying him u:n.meroif'ully ,he reminds 
C!/ 

the fellow how he had ref'el"Ji?'ed to Ra.u pach.,a contemporary dramt:i.st., 
/V 

as a 11 small Jew: canker-worm~'and to Hei:ime himself as the "Baptised 

Jew 11 
• 

11Yes yea,reader;you are not mistaken;it is I of whom he speaks, 

and in "Oedipus you may rea.d how I am a real Jew ,anc1 how ,after 

writing love-songs for• a. few hours,I sit me down and ollp ducats; 

how on Se.turday r. higgle and trade :1::1.ke some long-bearded Moses, 

and sing the Talmud;how on Easter-n:1.ght l: slay a Obristlan youth., 

and out of sheer me.lice choose some unf'o:ir'ttu:nate writer• for the 



pur•pos~.No.,dear reader,! will tellyou no li.es;sueh admirably paint
r 

· ed pietur•es are not tb be founcl. in "Oedipus n ,and the fact that 

they are not there is the ve:roy fact of which I complain .count 

Platen has sometimes the best subjects and does not know how 

to treat them. If he had only been gif'ted with a little more 

imagin~tj.on.,he would have shown me up at least as a ,~ecret pawn

broke:t~ ,and what com:i.c scenes he would have sketched 11 .This out

burst follows close upon the humorous sketch of his fellow-J·ews, 

which would lead us to believe that throughout the book,Heine 

is interested not so much in the comical side of the characters 

he represents as he is in showing the u-ttex• hollowness of modern 

Jewish 1 :tfe .Thus in the fourth chapter of the same volume ,he 

puts in the mouth of the Si.gnora a serious attack on the re)lgious 

machinations in Berlin: 

11Al"e the Berliners then Ohristians~cried Signora in arnazement, 

"
1rheir religion is at bottom utterly and entirely wanting in t1:,0m, 

and they a.re much too reasone.ble to practise it in seriousness. 

But ,s:tnoe they know that Ohristani•ty is necessary :tn a st.a:te, 

so that subjects :may be nicely obedient.,and so tha.t people may 

not steal and murder.too~uch,they endeavor with much eloquence 

at least to ccbnvert their fellow ... boings t,o Christia.nit,y.,seeking, 

as it were, 11 subst~tiites 11 :tn a religion whose ma.int,ainanoe is 

desi:r.•able to them,and whose strict practice.,a.s well as pro ... .. ' 

fessdc:ln,would give them too mueh trouble.In this dile:mm.a.,thay 

enjoy the services o:r the poor Jews,who are obliged to become 

Ch:t1 :tstians for them;and as thittJ race will do anythin,t for gold 



and good worcts,they have at lenghh e.xercised them.selves compietel:y 
I 

into the very depths of Ch1"'ist ianity. Yea., so deeply that they ory 
. . 

out as well as the best against 1.m.be,lief.,:fight as for• life and 

death for ·the Tl .. 'inity,believe in it.,even in the dog-days,rage 

against the naturalists,slip around in many lands as mission--.-----··-, 

aries and spies of the faith.,c1reulate edifying tracts.,roll up 

the-&:r eyes bett~r the.n anyone in the churches ,make the most hypo

crit:lcal faees.,and 11ot piety with such suocess,that the 11 two of 

a trade 11 envy is al:r>eady beginning td show itself ,and the ano1.ent 

masters of the business secretly bewail that Ohx•ist:l.anity is a.t 

present ent iPely in thu hands of the Jews 11 • 

The violent tone ad.opted in the last few examples obtad,ns 

some sort of justification from a letter sent to Varnhagen von 

Ense. 11When the priestlings of Munioh fir>st att,acked me,and the 

Jews brought me on the oarpet,,I laughed-··! thought it was a bit 

of nonsense:\When.,however,! scent,ed met,hod,when I beheld the 

ludicrous ghost gradually become a vampire ,when I recognised 

the purpose which lay behind Platen's satlre,when I learned from 

publ ishe:.t:-d of like products which were creeping about in manus

or·ipt fo:r•·m,steeped in poison--then I girded my lo:l.ns and st1'.'uok 

out as shi:1.rply as. I could ,and as quickly as possible .Robert, 

Gans ,Michael Beer,whenever they were attacked.,wcmld always endur·e 

with Chr:tst,ian patienoe,maintai:t?, a wise taoiturnity--I am differ

ent,and it is well th0.t I am so.,It is proper that the wicked ones 

should sometimes find the :ma.n who,unsp aringly e.nd with no regard 



for his own advantage ,achieves revenge both for himself and. others" 11 

cv· 
'11he third chapter_ o'f the 11Rabbi orf Baohfeach" ,writt.,en,according 

to Elster• and othePs ,about I840, can only be undc~rstood if we disso

c:ta.te it from the other•:;preceding chapters .:It is a relatively 

simple matter fo:i:• the :r.eader to distingu:t.sh a difference in tone 

between the earl !er and lta ter parts of the book. In the opening 

chapters,whi.oh give the reader the impression that he is to hear 
'. -

a stirrinig historical romance of the Scott type ,Heine writes in 

his youthful veinoHe paints sympathetic piot,u.res of the Passover 

scenes,t;he escape of' the Rabbi from the table wb.En"e a. slain 

Christian child was laid dur·ing the Seder ,the beautiful and minutely 

drawn des o:r.ipt :ton of the 1nter ior of the synagogue during the 

holy-day services--all of these reveal the young lover of his 

people.He is earnestly trying to live up to the task which,accor~ 

ding to the letters ,he has set for h:lmsel:f .But the few pages 

which follow show a complete,'departure from the original plan.A 

glance at this pa.rt of the sto:r-y will satisfy us on this point. 

When the Passover services are finished in the town where 

the Rabbi had tal-cen refuge ,he and his wife appear on the open street. 

There they are greeted loudly by a swaggering knight•at-urms. 

He offers the wife h:t.s servdces a.s cha~pion,declaring hel" the 

most beautiful woman in the worldoShe receives his blustering 

offer with these wolhde 0 Nobl(.3 sil'•,if' you would be my knight,,you 

must; fight against whole nations ,and in this fight. there is little 

·thanks ,and still. less honor to be won, If you wish to wear my colors 
\ 

you must sew yellow rings on your rna.ntle,and tie on it a. blue ... 



striped sc}-1r·f.For these are my oolors,the colors of my house., 
( 

the house called Israel,and very unhappy it is,and on evePy street 

it is mocked by the sons of fortune 11 
• 

'With e:mbarassment the knight falters,"Senora.,youha.ve mis

underst,ood my unfor·tunate joke---but no joke over the house of' 

Israel--! myself am descended from the house of Israel~ He is 

then recognised by the Rabbi as t1?,e El9X nephew of' Isaac A,barbanel 

who had converted to Chl"'istia.nity"If there is any doubt ~s to 

wha.t person the knight is intended to represent,it, is soon dis ... 

palled when the hero scents the odor coming from the community--

1:ichen o 
110h, if' you only knew ,Abraham.,how this odor 1·ures me .. 'When

ever I am in the oity,it :ts this whlch a.ttravts me to the tents 

of Jacob.My del.:tght is not -t'ti mj,ng:te with the peo;t:>le of God,cer'!"' 

ta.inly not to pray hereJbut only for the ss.ke of eating do. I 

frequent the Judengass 11 • 

11You hti ve never loved us ,Don Isaac 11
• 

"Yes 11 ,replied the Spaniard, "I J.ovE~ yo:ur kitchen far more than 

you:r. f'ait,h;the latter ~a.cks the proper sauce.I ha·ven 1t 'been able 

to digest you properly.Even in your best days;eyen in the days of 

my a.nceistor Da.vid,I was not abl.e to tolerate you,and I would have 

run some fine morning from Mt .:Zion and emigrated to Phoenie:ta, 

or to Babylon,where the love of 1:Lfe foamed in the temples of t,ha 

gods 11
• 

11You blaspheme the one God. 11 ,the Rabbi murm1:1:red da.rkly,you 

are far worse ·tha.n a. Christian tYOU are a hea then,an idol ... worshipper~. 

"Yas,I a.m ahaathen,a.nd just a.s unbearable as the thin,sorrow ... 



ful Hebrews a.re the sad t,ormentdlrs, the Nazarenes .our dear Lady 

of Sidon,the holy Astar·te must forgi!ve me the.t I kneel and pray 

befot•e the, mother of the crucified ,rioh .. in sorrows .Onl~ my knee 

and tongue worship death;my heart remains true to life." 

11But.do not loll1k so sourly 11 ,continued the Span:tstrd,when he 

saw how little his speech seemed to edify the Rabbi, "do not look 

at me with disgust .My nose has not become renegacie.When by chance 

I ca.me to this st,reet at d1nner-td1ne,and when to my nose came the 

famtl iar odors of the lt:Ltshen, then longing seized me; the same 

thst filled our fathers when they harked baok to the flesh ... pot.s 

of Egypt;fine~smtlling youthful remilrlliscences arose within me. 11 

Here we have Heine in every deta11.'l1wo lea.ding motives- ... 

one jocUlar,the other• sincere,mark thclspafJS':'-ge.Let us first dis• 

pose of this predilection for Jewish dishes.we have read how he 

forg~ ve Cob.n, the rabQ__~.:.__ __ of the temple, for heaping coals on his 

head,beoauee the next Saturday he·enjoyed.a gQod Jewish meal at 

his horn.e .s ca tter~d throughout Heine's works lie many refere:rl.?es 

in ·the same vein,to the· culinary powers of the Jewish people.But, 

I am tempted to quote the following ,passage from LUDWIG BORNE as 

the finest examj-J.e of its kind. 

"I must not fail at thts occa.s:ton to mention that Borne 1n, ... 
' 

vited me,dur111g my stay in Frankfurt,.to lunch with.one o:l: hts friends 

beeia:use the latter,with true perseverance il'l the Jewish custom, 

. would place befor•e me the f1amous Sha.let.And in fa.ct I enlJioyed this 

dish which is,perhaps of Egyptian origin and as old as the pyraroid·s. 
' 

11 

I marvel that when later Borne,apparently in humorous mood,h11t 



actually with plebeian malice afo:r•ethought,through many an insinua-
1 

tion and invention--incited the mob against the head of a. crowned. 

poet ,just, as is done with temporal ruierEi. I JJW,rvel th4 in his 

writings he has never told with what appetite,enthudaam,devotion, 

a.nd conviction I once consumed the old Jewish Sha.let at the home 

of Dr.st- .. ·.This diah is most excellent,and one must painf:Ul.ly re ... 

gret that the C~r1stian church which borrowed so much good from 

the old Judaism has not also adopted the Sha.let.Perhaps it has 

reserved this for the futuee,and when th:l.ngs go ill,when her hoJLi

est eymbols.,even ·the cross ,lose their value J then. the Christian 

church can take to eat :i.ng Sha.let ,and the dis appearing nations will 

crowd with renewed appetite to hEH' bosom.Then,at least,the Jewa 

wj.J.l adopt Chr•istia.nity with sincerity---for,as I clearly perceive, 

it is only the Shalet that holds them 'bogether in the old bonds. 

Borne went so far as to assure me that the apostates who have gone 

over t,o U'l.e new organiza.tion need only to smell the She.let in order 

to be seized with a certain longing for -~he syriagogue---the Sha.let 

i it th d h f the Jews It • s ,as were,·· e ranz- es-vac e o 

So much fo:n jlhe super:C'icies of humor that covers the bit 

quoted from the RABBI .~~he serious element is quite important ,and 

opens up the most~. diffioUlt problem connected w:lth Heine ,namely, 

the religious one.But l;>efore entering, upon it1I. shu.Uld like to 

submit Hetne's last, diatribe against conversion.Although he places· 

the utterance in the mouth of Bor•ne, the sentiments and words are 

all his own.Borne oou.ld never have mustered enough esprit, to write, 

much less ,to utter such a blend of burlesque with bitter humor. 
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so much money that they 

:f':Lll us with. a.n a.wf.ul respect .They 1.det1tify themselves ,so to speak, 

with the ide~ of money,and money cannot be despised.In addition 

those people have been most cautious in avoiding the ridicrn.le which 

accrues to so many ba.ron.ised families o:E' the Old Testament .Bap

tism is now the order of the day with the wealthy Jews,and the 

gospel which was preached unavailingly to the poor of JudEH:1.,now 

fl o~ishes among ·the rieh.Bp.t, since the acoeptanoe of the same is 

mere self-delusion,df not real falsehood,and the hypocritical 

Christiantty contrasts at times with the old Adam,these people 

seriously expose themselves to ridicule and mookery.or,do you 

believe that by baptism one• s inner na tu.re be comes trans formed 1 Do 

you believe that one oa.n change lioe into fleas if he sp1"1nkles 

them with water"? 

11 1 do not O • 

0Ne 1 the:r. do I ,and. lt is a melancholy as well as 1·ud iorous 

sight for me when I see the old l ioe who originally came from ~gypt 

sud.denly delude themselves with the notion that they are fleas. 

And they begin to jump in a Christian fashion.I have seen on the 

streets of Berl in old daughters o~ :Israel who wore long crosses 

on their necks.,,orosses which were J.onger than their noaes,s.nd wliioh 

re chec'l dow.rm. t,o their navels.; in their hands they clasped a gQ_J;l,pel 

hymn-book as they spoke of the beautiful sermon they had just 

listened to in the Trinity eh'tilroh.$tilJ. more repulsive was the 

appearance of d:trt,y bearded Jews .,who had just., emel"ged from their 

Pol tsh eloaeas ,and who had been wooed fo1~ heaven by the Berl in 



Conversion Society.,and who were p:r'ee.ching Chriat:lanity in a 

tongue ... tied dialect ,and who stunlc so( terribly withal. In any case, 

it were more desirable if suchlike Polish folk were not baptised 

with water but with Eau-de ... Cologne 11 
• 

"In the house of a dead man~ I intc➔rrupted, "one does not 

speak of ropes,dear Doctor;tell me rather,where are the large 

oxen which,aocording to my father,usee to run about the Jewish 

cemetery in Frankfurt ,and which roared so frightfully at night 

tha.t the rest of the neighbors were disturbed". 

11Your• father 0 ,oried Borne,"has told you no lie,Formerly 

there existed this custom/l'he Jewish cattle-dealers woulcl,aecorct

ing to the Biblical prescription,dedicate the first born ma.le to 

God.With this in view they would bring them from a.11 districts to 

Fra.nkfurt,where that devoted the Jewi~h cemetery to pasture :for 

God's oxem: ,.There they would live until thc➔ ir blessed dea th,s.nd 

they really bellowed te:crifically,But Ji,he,·old oxen are now dead., 

and the cattle of to ... dt:i.y have not the true bel1ef;t,heir f'irst .... 

born remain sedately at home,if they do not turn completely to 
• 

Chr1st,ian1ty.'.l'he old ox:en are dead"., 



HEINE AND HIS RELIG-IOUS VIEWS,. 

I should be transcending the limits 1 of my subject were I to at

tempt a study of Heine's attitude towards religion.Granting even 

the legitimacy of its inclusion among other che.pters,the Ull3.tter 
•. ' 

appears so involved and obscured by conflict:tng eviden(~e that it 

were better to acknowledge incompetency tJo struggle with it.By 

its very nature the question of Heine's religious views remains 

hopelessly imposs ibJ.e of final analysis .B1 irst and foremost of the 

reasons for ·this is the poet's irresistable caprice.Read his "His

tory of Religion and Philosophy in 0lermany 0 .,and you find yourself 

inextricably ~m.tangled in a. netwdlrk of contradiot:lons ,both uncon

scious af;ld wilful;fanta.stic interpretations,nov, serious and then 
a. 

fa:r•cical.Even r.Jiela.nd.,who e.'5".~itule.,is extremely pa.tient,gives up the 

attempt to reduce this intPaot,able matteP to something like a reco
h gnisabl.e shape.On one page Heine lauds ·the Oat,,plios;on another be 

' runs foul of them.In one line he extols the Protesta.nts.,and on the 

next he 011 ushes them.,He is in turn deist.,ntheist.,positivist.In one 

mood he loves Jes.us; in the next moment he curses his blessed memory • 

.Anothel" difficulty :t.s not so much a.scribable to our author as to 

his assiduous crities---especially ·those who compile works lilre 

11He ines Rela t :ton to Religion II etc .one treats the poet rM~ a rel 1g :l.ous 

philosophe1" witha systemof. his own, jm1t aB they write volumes on 
e,L, 

Shakespere' s ethical codes .Another confoun~ rel igioh with philo-

sophy ,and Weltanschauung with practised religions like Christianity. 

Were I_to make anjattempt at clarification of some of these moot 

questions,! should 1.rmvolve myself still deeper in. enigrnas,because 

I 0/ 



I should be forced to subt:J.lize my interpretation of what 11 Jew:tsh 11 

I 

means.I should have to present a classification of Heine's beliefs 

and op.inions ,and pretend to see in this or that particular view 

a 11 Jwwish 11 element.Thif3 my be a proper task for scholastic inquiry, 

but I prefel." to stay on ter:re firm.9. .The evidence for Heine's opini

ons on Jww:tsh quest ions l;IJte orthodoxy ,na t iona.l ism, or conversion, 

is direct a.nd irrefut)able ;but one needs only to compare the many 

monographs on his religious views to realise that in the latter 

case :i.nterpretation hinges solely on the critics own definition 

of terms ,and lends itself most :readily to his personal bias. 

It, should be made clear that this refers essentially to 

the first decade of Heine•s stay in Paris,let us say from I830 

to !840.He had no ruligion in the commonly accepted sense of the 

term when he le:f't for the French capital.He delighted to call him

self 11atheist 11 ,perhaps the most. elast:lc term in philosophical 

nomencl,a ture, to shock his, neighbors .As an early dis oiple of Hegel, 

who cannot be chal"'gad with to9W-uch conciseness of phrase and 

meening;,he had at his oom:m&nd an armory where he obtained the shafts 

he kept hurling through~~ this period at the various schools: 

de is ts, the is ts etc ,At times he is oh.at!'ged with ha v :lng a et i ve s ym ... 

pa.thy with the st.Simonists,especially with their hedonistic philo-

sophy· .Then aga. in ,he 1~. 1abel:Led as a de is-t on the ground of a ···-·····' 

few fine passages on fpinoza~It is pos:_;Jo,1e to discover in this 

ver-itable maze o.f ideas a few which we might with profit cons:tc1er 

as affecting his Jewish position. 
I 

We know that upon hj.s entrance into Pa.r•is ,he threw htmself 



with abandon into. the wild lif'e of' the city.His conduct, became a 

rnatt,er of noto:r•iety;but there may be Elxtenua.ting circumstances 

for the sud.den chr~nge.!n Germany he could not visit a 1arg{11 centre 

without, being brought forcibly to an awareness of his social po• 

sition.In every city ther•e we.s e.nti-semitism to arouse him,a.nd 

even hatred from his fellow-Jews to embitter himoin Paris there 

was no Jewish. :problem.'.l1he house-hold virtues .,bred of sequestered 

Ghetto-i ife .,seerned no longe1" an ine1"1adicab1e Jewish :i.nhel" i tance. 

~rhe romantic austerity with which ,in his ima.gin<lngs.,he had envel

oped the Jews ,fell from them as he yielded himself to Parisian 

luxuries.In sh01:>t,Heine bec~me a sensualist :tn practloe.Now,if 

there we.~ a.nyth1.ng at _whioh he wa.s most adept.,it wa.s in his knack 

of self-justif:tcation. 1ro read his letter•s one might th:Lnk tha.t he . 
was the most :tnjured ·se.int that ever trod earth.At the game of a.ssu

m:i.ng righteous indignation he is unsurpaased.SO he finds excuse 

f'o:r. his luxurious indulgence in life by taking' unto himself' a 

senstw.list philosophy.He d:l.[rndlvers that the (ffireeks were lovers of 

the beautiful,that thay abhorred the asceticism of' the Semites., 

the. t . t~.ey devoted themselves unremittingly to the wonship of true 

livinf{,and the.~ :l.n oppos;tion to the SErnites,they glorified the 

f'lesh.'11herefoe .,says He in,,-I am become a Hellene ,and I announce my

self as an inveterate enemy of the Nazarite,a.nd by thls term he 

included rnember.•s of all modern religions,Jews armd Mohatrµned.ans,a.s 

well as Christians. 

I do not mean to be flippant in th:ls evaluation of Heine's 

religious views;but in the light of modern aesthetic criticism, 

/ 03 
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Heine was re}-lY nearer the pol<:i he professed to abhor.Although 

( 

B:r.andes tracr,s a wond.er•ful. kinsh:1.p between Heine and. Aristophanes, 

and although there are soe.tt_ered in his wr:ttings many reminiscen

oesof Greek :i.nfluence,tfi_1.s e.sfe.,on the whole,to assert that he 

was no Hellene in spirit .EspecdaJ.ly is this true when we remembeT 

t,ha.t, the Great Hee.then Goethe was the real modern incarnat:l.on of 

the Greek id.eal.Heine.,it is true,set up as the latter's champ:l.e>n 

e..gf.d.nst Menzel ,but there is little in his works which betrays 

thatd.eep serenity and lofty idealism which attest to the validity 

of Goethe's cla:t.m. 

But thel"e is one sense in wh:J.ch Heine may be said to have 

approximated the Greek idenl,a.nd it comes to 1;he fore when we 

compare him with Borne.As inti:ruated in an ea.i"lier che.pter.,there 

are striking resemblances between these two representatives of 

opposed camps.Their similsryouthful endowments and experiences are 

set forth in a :ma.sterful fashion by Brandes ,who dispels the current 

riot ion which would make Heine a Jevd.sh prophet .on .the contr1ary .,be 

offer's suttf'icient grou~ for> applying this term rather te :Borne. 

For,wh:tle Heine 1with his ohai"acteristic sense of humor1 withdr•aws 

from the socialistic circle~ of J?aris,when he realised that they 

were utopian d1"ea.mers .,Borne ,with the rigor a.nd zeal of a Hebrew 

prophet- ... and 1ivith the same amount· of humor--guardw the last out.,. 
a. 

posts of his vanishing hopes .It we.s re;uy this essential diffe:r>-

ence between the two that brought about the misund.e:rstancHng which 
,, 

ou:Lmine. ted in thB Memoir of Borne .~~his J. it,tle book is valuable, 

, in that 1 a.mong other things.,it, gives us an insight into the "new 

) d 
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religion" which the poet orea.ted for himself •. 

Vie get a glimpse of the main idea in th:1.s little bit f'r•om 

the memo:tr: 11The hat,e ( for GoetheO which burned in. him against the 

man and which flamed mox•e and more passionately,was simply the 

necessary consE1quence of a sharp dif'fernce which was foundes. on 

the diverse natures of the two men.No petty jealousy ruled here, 
. 

but an unselfish opposition,which belongs .to hereditary instincts, 

an antagonism as old as the world ,which ev:Inces itself in the en,.. 

:f tire history of' the human race ,and whicht~appeared most gloriously 

in the duel which took plac? between .Jewish spirituality and 

Hellenic exaltation of life,a duel' which has not yet been decided 

and perhaps never will be ended.~~he ~ittlo Nazarite hated the Gree..t 

Greek,who was,moreover,a Greek deity~ 

A short phrase i,q the following excerpt is of its elf suf'fj,c ... 

ient to dispose of the greater· bulk of print wasted on the quest ion 

of Heine's religion du:t:•ing the yearsI830-40.He makes it clef:tr that 

we need not exerc:tse our•selves about his havj_ng a.dopted a new faith 

or received a. new dispensatj.on.Wha.t many are led to ca1J. 11 f:iith 0 , 

he describes as 11disposition 11
• 

11As h1 his assel"tions. concerning Goehlfle ,so also in his 

judgments of other writers ,B~:i:lne betrayed his Nazarite convictions. 

I say 11N'azar1te 11 to avoid using "Jewish 11 or Chr:tstian 11 ,although 

both express ions are to rne synonymous ,and are used by me to indi·· 

cate not a faith but a d1spos1tion, 11 Jews 11 s.nd 11 Chrif1tians" are 

to me wol"ds closely related in idea, in oppos it :l.on to "Hellenes 11
, 



with which name I designate no particular nation,but an innate 

e.s well es a.quired tendency of the spirit and mode of conception. 

In thj.s connection l might say that a.lJ. men e.re either Jews or 

Hellenes,men with ascetic instincts,enemies of plastic art,and a 

seeke1"s a.f'ter spiritualisation,men endowed with a love for life, 

proud of self-realisation and of a realistic nature.Thus,there were 

Hellenes in fam:ilies of Ge:mnan p1"eachers ,a.nd Jews born in Athens, 

who descended. perhaps fr>om Theseus." 

Aside from this philosophy of life ... -sprung as it evidently 

was, out of h:ts pleasure-loving nature ,e..nd out of a need for just ... 

': . ify:lng his aotiom1 and attitudes, there is nothing to support the 
f 

idea that Heine had any reig:tous convict,ions during t.his period. 

'11he life that he led precluded Ii.heir neoessit.y;it took years of 

sober reflect.ion on t,he u:mattress ... grave" to achieve something 

like a religious view of the world. 

Perhaps I c.l,f\ best cl inch the 0.1"'gument by slb.bmitt :i.ng 

one of those illuminat:l.ng co:rrunents wh:tch Leland made while trans,.. 

la.ting some of Heine's prose. 0 It must be e.dmitted that however in ... 

teresting or entertaining it may be to follow our author through 

the astonishing variety ot' Hebrew,Christian,Hellenic,Sentimental• 

Cathol 1c ,Protestant ,deistic ,Na tJural ist ie ,a theistic-Protestant 

opinions which he ent<art/3,ins either consecutively Ol" simultaneously, 

it is ext,remely difficult to understand what he evel'' did bel 1.eve 

in.As the Scotchman said of the haggis 11There's a vara great deal 

o' fine confused feedin' a.boot it 11 .Au fond,Heine believed in any-

thing that gave him a.n opportunity to say someth1.ng oleve1"" .. 



Jewish Sentiment. 

I he.ve chosen, for· want, of a. bettter, the above title to chaNi.cter

ize the rich and random utterances of our author whlch came into 

light during the middle period of his activity,that is to say, 

between the great revolutionary epochs of I830and I848.While it 

demands a most fantastic imagination to discover in these ideas 

a clea.r-lj.p"nefll.and organized body of J0wish thought,it ought,on 

the other hand ,strike the casua.l reader t,het even in the riotous 

turmoil of Parisian life,while blatantly trumpetirug his anti

Nazari·be fa.ith,an.d broadening national into cosmopolitan enthu-

a iasms ,Heine st ill cherished enough vital Jew:tsh sentiment to 

infuse into a respectable portion of his works.From several view

points.we may look upon these writings as the most important 

of all.In hls enrJ.ier works the Jewish passion blazes fo~h at 

white heat.~~he poems 11Edon1'1a.nd "Aoons?P" indicate unmit,igated 

zeal and burning love for his people.But the revePse of the shield 

:ts. not so bright .L:I.ke so many self-appointed champions he feels 

the pangs of un:r.e~it,ed effort .·Whenever an ind:ts 6reet express ion 

aroused uneasiness among those to whose def011JSe he had loudly 

devoted his str•eng:bh,he turns on them wit~a bitter snarl .Then tlme 

glo:t'ious viptims become disgusting ?ppressor~,or if they still 

:maintain their hue as the oppresaed.,they are unworthy of his 

efforts in their behalf .From pitiful m.artyrs he transforms them 

into desp:l.ca ble denizens of the S tie inweg .:r.at us bear constant;ly 

in m:tnd that Heine is preeminently a poet.,a capric:ious,irritabJ.e 

and i1t,all things,unreliable creature.And th:l.s April tempe:rament 

J ()1 
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comes to the surface most conspicuously in his Jewish writings. 
( 

About the yea.:r• 183(» Heine's views on Jew:tsh quest~ions under-

went ,a thorough transformation.We can best understand this by re

ferring to the currents of thought which in those days moved in 

men• s mfnds .Alt•eady the reaction signalized by the Congress of 

Vienna had spent its vital force.In Germany,as in France and 

England,t)he youth of the land was looking forward to unknown 

eventualities which 1n one str;1ce would ~hange the face of the 

political world.It we.s an age of dreams,but dr-eams of different 

texture than the visions which appeared to the French Revolution

ists ,The OongrEr,ss had subdued the colors of ideal is tic imagery. 

Men of the stamp of Heine and Bl)rne,particula.rly the former•,never 

lost sight of the obstacles which the former r·evol utionists had 

ove:l!looked .Europe, they re;. ised,was a)vast network of intricate and 

vexing questions.In every land there was a. peculiar problem to be 

solved. It was the old str•uggle in a new form--monarchy aga"thnst 

democracy.Now, they reasoned, if we can get one land ,France ,to set 

the example to the other European nations,then it must follow 

as the night the day,that a.ll the peoples,even the dull Germans, 

could not fa 5.J. to see the light .This accounts fol!" much of. Heines 

early aotivity in Paris.But what is. more germane to our study1 it 

a. ccounts for the change in the poet,' s Jewish ,rfl}ook. Jt was no 

longer a quest i.on of Jew a.gt.a in.st ~!ent:lle; st ill less was it a 

matter of Hamblll"g or Frankfurt Jews against the humiliating edicts 

of' a Phil istj_ne government .These trifles we1"e now sunlj in the glare 



of the g:r.eat sun ?f ur11v-ersal emancipation.Mankind wa.s greater than 

the Jewish peopJ..e. 

11But what is the great quest,1on of the age? It is that of emanci

pat1.on ,Not simply the emancipation of the Irish.,Greeks.,Fra.nkfu:rter 

J"ews /West Indian negroes and other oppressed races ,but the emanci

pa timn of the whole world.,a.nd especially that of Europe,which 

has at,ta.ined its majority and now tears itself' loose from the 

ler:lding ... strings of. a pr:1.Yil.eged aristocracy. 11 

These few sentences from the 11 Reisebl1lder• form an accu:r•ate 

su.mro.ation of the change of attitude.The nationalist of the Berlin 

pel"iod was gone,and in its place ther_e appeared the ind:i.ffe:r•en

tist,t,ranscending in his:i.views the narrower solution of the 

Jewish problem.There do occur a few instances where Heine does 

raise his voice, in behalf of the 1Jews ,most noteworth:lly in the 

Damascus affair 1but they 1a..ok the fire of his ea.rlier efforts. 

In a letter to Mosel" {Avignon Nov .. 8,1836) he re ... echoes the 

above sentiment. 11 I am hated and slandered by both Ch1~istian and 

Jews .The latter are enraged because I have not drawn my sword for' 

their emancipation in Ba.d.en,Nassau.,or Kra.hwinkel towns.O what 

stupidity.Only before the gates of Rome ce.n Carthage be defended. 

Have you also mis,mderstood me1 11 

Before presenting representative quotations from each of 

Heine's wor·ks dm•ing this period.,it wo'lll.ld be advisable to note 

several changes in temper a.s well as in outlook .Need I r(, ... emph.as 1ze , 

the different conditions under which he throve?He wa.s confronted 

no longel"' by the squalor of Jewish towm and G-hett,o-life ;he need 



no longer fear th cabals of the Church or the intrigues of jeal

ous Jews .He eould speak freely witho'lit dread:ing imminent hound:tng. 

As an avowed Christd.an,living in fl'.•ee Paris,he need not feel the 

stings of anti ... Semiti.sm.,He was no more a Jew;but a citizen of the 

world ;he had. exchanged his pa in:ruJ. Jud ens ~€n:•Vz for a more eom:f'ort

a ble cosmopolitanj,sm.Now,sincc:"J Judaism was nolonger an ever ... present 
! 

d41ly problem,he could afford to view it in better perspective.We 

find a..1ready in his first prose work of. the Paris pe:t•iod that ten
f,I' 

den.cy to idea:tze Jewish life which was ot distingu:tsh his wr•:lti:ggs 

till the end. 

S0HN.A.BEL]:l)W0PSKI has been called He.ine 's most immoral work., 

In truth it does reveal the unbridled exubere..nce Which arose from 

his hee.:r•ty immersion in Parisian lifeoita imagery is simply r;iot.

ous; it is the ex,ression og Heine's joy in his freedom.Upon the 

figure of the J'ew Samson he lavishes his finest powers.In a hou:oo 

of sceptics,of enemies to religion,this old-fashioned Jew adheres 
/ 

staunchly· to the fa.1th of his fathers.Amidst the tu:r>moil of god ... 

leesness he raises his voice in defence of Israel's protector. 

Both in the speeches of this staunch defender of the faith and in 

·the splendid asides,we sense a seriousness which Heine rarely evin• 

ces .The only tragic spot in this roll1.cking farce occurs when 

Samson,engaging in a duel,suffers a wound for the sake of his God 

Jehovah.In the d0ath ... bed speeches of the little mr:m we he.ve an ins

tance of Heine~s love for the BibJ.e,the beginn:tngs of which we shall 

hear him explain a little later, 

"Sh-- 11 ,sighed the-) suffer0:e, 11 it is a good thing that you c~1.me. 

I 10 
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You :may list,en ancl it will do you good.,'l1hat is a dear good book. 
I 

My ancestors bo1.,e 'ff.11 all over the world with them;and much pain, 

misfor•tune,cursing and hat:eed.,yes,death :1.tErnlf,did they endure 

for it.Every leaf in it cost tears and blood.It is the written 

fatherland of the cbJ.ldren of God. It is bhe holy inheritance of 

Jehovah 11
• 

~a.rn.son :is by no means an orthodox. Jew ;he is better des ig ... 

nated as a theist,.rrhe rest o:E' the cr•owd,steeped in Irichtean phj.loso

phy deal theism a blow when one of theil" number k:llls God's cham ... 

pin,the Jew.Let us hear how Heine elaborates dm this matter. 

ttnespite this divine indifference.,despite this almost l:b:mi:a.n 

thanklessness,little Samson remained a st,aunch. champion of theism 
:.,-.,;''"N•"•n~,..-,•T,0 ••·••.,., 

as I believe,from born inclination,for his fa.ther belonged to EJo.a.1s1 

chosen foUc,a r•ace which God once very specially pr•otected.,and 

which, in consequence ,hf-1.s ma int,a. ined a dependence on him t j_lJ. th:ts 

day.Jews are the most devoted of theists,especially those who., 

lj_ke little ~amson,were born in the vicinity of Frankfurt.These 

may be as republican a.s they wish in pol 1 tioal qe.estionel- ... yes, 

they may 1.,011 in the very mud of Sanscullot.ism,but }he lnstant 

that, religious :ldeas are invol.ved,they become the humblest ser

vants of Jehovah,the old fetish,who,however,will have nothing to 

do with the whole company ,and who has newly baptised hbnself to 

a div1nel.y pure spirit.~ believe the.t this divinely pure spirit, 

the new ruler of Heaven,who is now conceived a.s being so mori.1:L, 

so cosmopolite,and universal,takes it ill to heart that the poor 

.Tews who knew him :tn his rude first form,remind him eve:r-y day in 

I I I 



the 11" synagogues of his early and obs cur•e na t:1.onal rela tios .Per, 
haps the ancient Lord would fain forget that he was of Palestinian 

r origin and was once the God of Abraham,Isaac.,and Jacob,and was ln 
I 
! · those times called Jehovah 11 

Here Heine is simply play1.ng withr fQ:w notions in his humor

ous caprice .Prr:iss ing Jewish quest,:lons no longer trouble Jj;.im;he 

can afford to wax sentimental over Jewlsh history and the Jewlsh 

people and their God.I cannot help feeling that there lies at the 

bottom of Heine's later utterances on these matters more good-

natured and romantic affectajion than many cr:ttios are willing to 
a 

concede.He re)-ises that the myth of the wa.ndering Jew with his· 

inflexible spil" it and unyielding ideal ism,a ffords s.s poetj.c a mater

ial as any ingenious wr•iter need dream of ;and he ut111aes it as he 

would h~tve exploited the early Christi.an ma.rtyr·s had he been bor:r.1 

and reared a Gentj.le .'Were Heine to awake now ,and read the l,eauti ... 

ful works which prove the.t his Jewish souJ. developed accord.111:g to 

immutable laws and that its manifes·~ations observe orderly p1"og:eess 

from birti,h 4m death,he might repeat what he wrote to Moser: 110 how 

'.t despise the rabble of :mankind, the unoil--cumcised 1;.1nd the Circum

cised 11 _ 

For· sheer 1 i ter>ary value there is ncbh ing in Heine's prosie 

that su:r•passes the passages of Jewish 1ntE3rast, in 11Shakesperer3Js 

M®iidens and Women 11 .I·t should be explained that, he was asked to 

supply a running commentary to a volume of portraits of Shakesperets 

,wo:men.Itjever•y instance he limits himself to a few paragr•aphs,except 

in the c1:1.se of Portia and Jei:rn:i.01:1 .• In these two instances he goes 
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into detail ,and frequently rises to high ea.r•nest,ness .They are 

both permeated with undeniable genui1neness a.nd warmth of feeling. 

In both he takes the opportunity offered. him and speaks his mind 

on a few Jewish questions.He begins hls article on Jess:tca. with 

these words: 

"When I saw the piece played :tn Dr'Ul"'·y Lane, there stood 

behind me in the box a pale B1•itish beauty,who at the end of the 

four·th a ct wept passionately and many t 1mes or ied out: 11 rrhe poo1~ 

m.an is wronged 11 
.. ~Hi-When I think of thoS(:J tMtrs I must j_nclude the 

Merchant of Venj.ce among the traged:les ,a.l thought-the frame of the 

wor•k is a composit:1.on of laughing ma.sks and sunny faces,satj:rforms 

and amoretr.i ,as though the poet meant to make a comedy .Shakespere 

perhaps intended originalJ.y to please the mob,t,o represent a· real 

wer-wol f ,a hated fabulous being who yea.rna for blood and pays for 

it with his daughter and his du,cats,and is over and. s.boite laughed 

to scorn.But the genius of the poet.,the spirit of the wide world 

which ruled in him wa.s even stronger than his own will ,so that 

it came to pass,the.t in Shakespel''e,despite the glaring grotesque

nerns,he expressed the justi:f'icatj.on of an unfo1 ... tunate sect which 

was opprei:rned by Providence from ins crubable motives, with the hatred 

of the lower and higher classes ,1and which did not alwayf_; ret,1.:U1n 

this hate w i·th love. 11 

Alone among the fa.mous Shakesperian critics of the nine

teenth c~mt,ury who have taken up the cudgels in defense of Shylock 

against,bhis Ch1~:tstd.an adversaries,sta.nds Heine.Some commen1;at<.\r•s, 

like Ooleridge.,pity Shylock,admire the genius that went into his 

r 
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cn"ea tion,go so fa.r a.s to apologise for him;yet, none ... -and for thms 

purpose I have compared the essays of 1 the leading critics--go so 

fe.r as Heine in 1.mqu.alifiedly defending Shyloek,a.nd derogating from 

the eusto:ma.ry tenderness with which we enshrine the figures of An ... 

tonic and his band •. Wtd.le Heine has been ignored :tn the field of 

Shakesp01"ian cr1t1e1.srn,it is interesting to note that he has in

fluenced a.t lee.st one modern orit:tc.~l~his is the popular litterateur, 

S:tr.AfQuilJ.er Couch,who :tn his recent volume on 11 Shakespere 1 s Work

:m,'lnship11 pu't'lsues the saune line of argument originated by Heine,is 

most severe in criticism of Shylock's n.ntago:n.ist,s ,and what is most 

convincing,actually quotes Heine,whose name I do not remember evier 

to hs.ve read in eonne ct ion with Shakespere lit era tu:r-e .Let us hear 

what He:J .. ne has himself to say in defense of S~ock. 

11W11~h the exception of Portif.t yShylock is the most re$

pectable person in the whole pieee.He loves money,he does not con

ceal. it,he cries it aloud in the public market places,But there is 

one thing which he values above money;and that is satisfaction for 

his :l.nju1"0d feelings ;the just retrtbut ion for innumerable insults, 

a.nd though the bo1"rowed sum be offe1"ed him tenfold ,he refuses it. 

No ,sJf~c1;;: loves money ,but there are things wh~ch he loves more ,and 

among· them is, his daughter, 11 Jessica my child 11 
.. Though he curses leller 

in ~he grea~est passion of his wrath,and would fain see her dead 

at hts feet,with the jewels 1n her ears and with the du.cats in her 

cof'frj1n,he st ill loves her more than all d'g!.00.t,s and jewels .Excluded 

from public life a.nd Christian society,and :f.'orced into the na,rrow 

consolation of domestic happiness ,theri:1 renain to t1he poor Jew only 



family feelings .,and these come fo1"th from nim with most touching 
I 

tenderness 11. 

No such charitable reflections are spent upon the daughter 

Jess:tcs.she strikes Heine as a waywa.rd;unapprecia.tive girl,attached 

to the frivolities of life lili::e the lively notes of the drum,and 

''the wry-necked fife" .Bored by the constant seclusion in the ii:~1'¥\e 

of e. stern father,she yields to the sprightly Gentlle.Only in 

one respect does she betray her origin."We may remark in Jessica 

a certain timid shame.,which she aannot overcome,when. she must, put. 

onn boy• s d.rr:}ss .It may be that in this we :recogni.ze the ren:iarkable 

chastity which is peculiar to her race,and which gives its daughters 

such a lovely charm.rJ~he chastity of the Jews :ls perhaps the result 

of an opposition which they encountered in the Oriental religtons 
1 

. ,j, of sense and sensuality whicl1 once flourished among their neigh-
1 
i, bo:ris in rankest luxuriance,and which in contin.ua.1 transformation, 

has survived tch the present day~ 

As almost i.nvr1riably happens when Heine toucijes upon the 

Jews ,he unburdens himself of en accumuiba ted ma.ss of feelings a.nd 

ideas .Here,likewise,he deli.vers himself of a most incisive analy

sis of anti~Semitism,which savors strangely like a modern socialist 

pamphlet. 

"I do not condemm the h1::1tred with which the common people 

prosecutl5l the ~Jews;! condemn the unfortunate errors which caused. 

that b.a~red:.The people are always in the right,in t,heir hate,as 

wellll a.s :Ln ·their J.ove,there is 1always at the bottom, a pe:r•fectly 

correct instinct ••• But they do not ltnow how to put emotions pr<0p-



orly into shape,and so,instea.d of falling on the proper subjects, 
( 

their grudge ·talls on the innocent scapegoats of the disorders and 

dissensions of the time and pla. oe • The mob ls in want ; it lacks the 

means for enjoying life,a.nd though --:f'he high priest of the religion 
\1 

•)· 

of state assures it that man is hereion earth to endure and to 

suffer• ,and to obey the authorities in sp1:~e of hunger e..nd thirst, 

st111 the people have secret yearnings for what gratifies the 

senses ,a.nd they hate those in whose chests and safes the means 

thereto lie hoarded up;they hate the rich,and are gJ.ad when reli

gion pernd:ts them to give full swing to their hatred/f:he common 

people hate in the t.Tews only tn.e owners of money--it, was only 

the heaped-up met,al which a tt,ra cted the 1 ightning of popular wrath 

to tbe Jews .1}he Sp1r•it of tbe time ge.ve its password. or parole 

to that hatred.,---

·we l ivs no longer in t,he Middle Ages ;the common folks Uoom

sel ves are more enlightened;they no 1onger kill the jews dead at. 

sight nor palliate their· hatred with rel1gion;our age is no longer 

hot with religious zeal,the traditional grudge veils itself with 

moder•n figures of speech,and the lower orders in the pot-houses 

declaim against the Jews like their bett"ers in the chamber· of 

deputies,that is.,with mercantile,scientific,or even indus'trial 

arguments.Only utter hypool;'ites eontinue to give their hatred a 

religious tinge and persecute the ~Tews onr1ccount of Ohr.1st, .'l1he 

great multitude confess that material int,e·rests a.re what really 

a1"e at stake,and will by all means make their realisation of the:tr 

industJrial capacities known to the Jews.Here in Frankfur··~,for 



example,only twenty-four believers in the laws of Moses can be. 

married annually .,lest their population should increase .,and ther·e

by too m:l&,ch competition with the Chr.istian business people be 

created.Here the real reason for hating the Jews shows itself in 

1,. its true face,and this face has not only the gloomy fanatical feat ... 
; 
,1, 
·l 

ures of the monk;but the flabby.,tricky traits of the tradesman, 

who in fear works in his business,as in behavior,to keep from being 

beaten by the Jewish commercial spirit. 

But is i·t the fault of the Jews that this business spirit, 

has turned its elf round them in such manner?The guilt 1 ies entir,ely 

in that ltma.cy wtth: which man,in the Middle ,lg;es,igncr.E:)d the 

meaning of industr·y ,regarding trade as something ignoble ,even trade 

in money a.s something a coursed ;and ther•efo~r;ave that most profit ... 

able pa.Pt of all business over to the Jews.,so that the latt,er,being 

excluded from all other• occupat:lons ,neceasariJ.y became the most 

refined and expert me:r.•chants and 'bankers •1rhe wor,1c1 compelled them 

to become rich,and the world hated them for their weaJ.th.,and though 

Christ:t)anity has laid as♦,de all pre jud1ces against weal th,a.nd the 

Christians ha:\T'e become in t:r.•e.de and industry a.s great rascals and 

as rich as the Jews,st:llJ. the old popular hate against the latter 

survives, the people persist in seeing in them a1vn,1ys the Represent

atives of money ,and hate them. You see that in history everyone :t.s 

r:t.ght,the hammer as well as the anvll. 11 

In t.\t)e study of Portia occurs a :passage which won . ih'c.admirat:1.on 

of George Elj,ot. 11 Fa.r more than all histor·icaJ. persons wilt thou 

think of Shakt~spere • s Shylock when thou vis itest·\Venioe .He is ever 

J. iving whlle they a.re mouldered in their graves .A:hd when thou 



crossest the Rial to, thine eyes w:1.ll seek h:I.m everywhere ,and thou 
I. 

deemest that he is behind some pillar with his tTewish gabardine, 

his mistrust,ing.,reckoning face ,and thou believest the.t thou canst 

hear his harsh voice: "Three thousand ducats--well" .,I.,at least.,a 

wande1•j_ng hunter of dreams .,J.ookE-ld round me on the Rial to to see 

if I couJ..d fi.nd Shylock •. l had something to tell him which WO!l.lild 

ha.ve pleased him.It was,that his cousin Monsieur de Shylock of 

Paris had become the gr~Je.test baron in alJ. Ohristendom.,a.nd received 

from their Catholic Majesties the Order of Isabella,which was origin ... 

a.lly ins~ituted t,o celebrate tho expulsion of Moors and Jews from 

Spain.But I found hi.m not, on the Rialto,so I deter•mined to seek my 

old aqu~i.ntanee in the · synagogue .~rhe Jews happened then to be ceHtb~, 

rating their ancient feast of expiation,and were standing wrapped 
. . ' . 

up in their white Shau ... faden _,Talaren.,with strange mysterious nod ... 

'dings of the head ,looking 1 ike a company of spectres .'rhe poor Jews 

who stood there fasting and praying since early in the morning, 

had not tasted food since the le.st evening ;and had also first ofs.ll 

begged pardon of all thej.r aquaintances for any evil thing they 

might have said of ·them during the past year,t,hat God might in like 

manner forgive them their own sins--a beautiful oustom which very 

strangely exists among thj.s ra. ce which has ,however ,rem.a ined aloof 

from the teachings of Ohrist---.Though l looked all ar·ound the 

synagogue on ever•y side, I co1.1;1.c1 see nowhere the fa ee of Shylock • 

.A.nd yet it seemed to me that he must be hidden the1•0 under one of 

the white Tale.r•en,pr•ay:1.ng more fervently than any one of h:ls 

........ ....... ,-



fellow ... believers,with s,tormy.,wild passion;yes,with madness,to the 

thr•one of Jehove.h,the severe d-ivine <monarch.I saw him not .But, 

towards evening,when,11ccordj.ng to the beliefs of the Jews,the 

gates of Heaven are closed and no further• prayer can enter, r. heard 

a voice in which ·tears flowed as they never wept from eyes .There 

was a sobblng which might have moved a stone to p:1.ty;there were 
j 

utterances of ageny which lllmD. could have come only fi-•om a 'breast. 

which held shut with:ln itself all the martyrdom which an utterly 

tormented race had endur•ed for centuries.It wa.s the death-rattle 

of a soul which.,weary to death,sinks to the gr•o1..md before the 

gates of Heaven.Ji.nd this voice seemed to be well known to me ... -as 

if I had heard it long ago,when it wailed just a.s despairingly-...... 

11 Jessica ,my ehild 11 
• 

!t becomes quite evident that, at the maturing of his powe:es, 

Heine was seized with a f'eeling of kinship :IX with the Jews;for·, 

only on this sppposition can we explain the letters wh1.ch,1n :t:840, 

he w1"ote for the 11AJ.lgeme ine ie1tung 11
, on the r j,ots in Damascus .These 

notices deal with the famous ritua1-murde:e trial, in which the \/Jl?)W/'il 

were char•g(,d with having slain a. Capuchin monlr .on political grdnmdt~ 

they were sr,1ved from the wre. th of the clergy by the French consul. 

In his fj_rst e.rtlcle,Reine l"eveals the infamous charscter of these 

chargei.::i.rn another he aceuses Thiers for indifference in a matter 

of this sort which was so bound up with the :interests of human.tty. 

~Ph1s atta.ck on rrh1e.rs is a proof of Heine•s sincerity ;for Thiel"S 

had. been the chief agent in procuring for the Indigent poet a pen ... 

s ion fr>om the government o 

In the third report ,Heine strilces nearer home .'rhis t:lme he 



f discusses thE~ sta.nd taken by. the Jews of France in this :n::iat,ter. 

With bitter irony he lnforms them the,t they resemble the average 

Frenchmen i:ru making gold their God.He lashes them for their lack 

of interest 1n this terrible affa.:!.r .They h.F--1ve become too cowardly, 

he says ,to lnterfere in behr:tl:f of their correligionists o'Worse than 

all-are the converted Jews who out of sheer renegade hypocrisy,act 

worse than do the born enemies of Israel .'l1he only one to es ce..pe 

Heine's wrath is Cremieux,the French minister,whom Heine p:maises 

for the unselfish interest he took in the affair o 

In the let~er of July 30,I840 1he writes another passionate 

plea for the Jews. It is of a piece with the rest of the J'ewish 

writings of the period.One :ITJBY truthfully maintain that Heine is 

1.n dead earnest.Up tda this. time he had done nothirig more them 

play with J'~wish faneiea .Even in Shakespere I s lWomen 11 ,he was ha:L f

sent imental .The beautif'ul passage about Shylock in the synagogue · 
' . 

betrays a love for the rornant,ic character of tbe martyred Jew.In 

the straight-forward attaclcs on i~he machi.nations of the Clergy., 

he identifies h:tmself openly with the people he htd for a time 

for;saken.In spite of his charlatanism ,he had much of the Byronic. 

hatred of oppress:ton, in any form.,in h:ls soulo rrhis comb:tnat:1.on of 

cyn:tc:1.sm and idealism which mar>ked Heine throughout his -ltfe ,:i.s 

not sufficiently tak:en into acooµnt by the critics ,To most of' 

them,he is e it.her a mountebank or a misunderstood dreamer; the re.ct 

appears to be that he was neither completely.,but that h:ts pectlliEir• 

flavor; is the result of the blending of these two elements .so it is 

not at, all sur•pris ing, to one who takes this view, t,hat on one pe.ge 

he rhapsodises on Jewish history ,and, on the other ,he pours out his 

hot contempt for his contemporai-•ies. At any rate,very few of the 

I ;;;... tJ 



Jewish leaders of his da.y.,who were loud in the:lr censure of th:ts 

wanton poet ,h1:1d enough courage ~o come :into the open wi.th a. protest 

against the Damascus atrocities. He:i.ne•s case is a glaring exampJ.e 

of the beautiful consistency of human na tUl'f;l o 

In the same yeal" that these protests appeared ,Heine iss'ded 

his famous MEMO JR o~• BORNE. I hav·e already discussed the chief ic&eas 

which the author intended to empha.si:ze in the work,as well ,as laving 

quoted some of its most noteworthy passs..ges •1I1he highest service 

which ·this book renders td> our• study.,is that it sheds l.:l.ght on 

the new passion which filled Heine during the la.ter years of his 

life ,and which glor•ified his last Jewi.sh utters.noes .This is no 

other than a deep l_ove for the Bible ,with its consequent strength ... 

ening of his love for th<? Jewish nation.As if in retrospect,Heine 

quotes a piece , from a. supposed diary of. his ,dated July I830., or 'ben 

years before the Memoir itself a.ppear•ed • 

1'Yestel"day was Sunday .,and since a leaden boredom lay o\i.ter 

the whole island,and pressed on mjt head-... I seized a Bible in a 

:fit of despa.ir--and I admit to you.,in spite of the fact that I am 

secretly ~- Hellene.,the book not only entertained.,but edified me 

in:nnensely .. What a booklAs large and broad as the world itself,tal-cing 
.R, root in the d.J:)ths of creation,and towering into the blue secrets 

of b.eaven;sunrise and sunset;promise e.nd fulfi.l.lment,the _whole drama 

of mankind .......... all is in th:i.s book,.It is the Book of boolcs..-- 11 bib1:J.a 11
-

The Jews rr£J,.y ea.s ily console themselves for the loss of JerusalE,m., 

the temple., the ark of the covenant., the golden ut,ens 11s ,and the 

jewels of 'Solomon.Such a loss is slight in comparison w:lt,h that, of 



the Bible,the indestructible t,reasure which they preserved.If I err 

not , it was Mohammed who dubbed them 111 the peopJ.E:) •Of the book""'-a 

name which is st ill used to des 1gna te them in the O:t• ient ,and which 

had a profound significance.'I1heir fathe:rland,their _possessions, 

their ruler., the :tr for·tune and misfortune, is a bool-c .'I'hey 1 :tve within 

the defined limits of this book.Her'e they enjoy ina.J.j,enable civil 

rigb,ts;hence they cannot be exiled;they cannot be persecuted;through 

it they are power·ful and worthy of ad1n.ira t ion. Iraners ed in the read .... 

ing of•this book,they took little heed of the changes which took 

place in the world about them;peoples rose and! felJ.;states bloomed 

and withered,revoJ.utions stormed ove:i:) the earth;they,however,10.y 

bent over their book,a.nd notice nothing of the wild chase of the 
II 

times which .occured above the:i.r very heeds. 
ti 

Just as the pr·ophet of the Orient has cal.led them "the people 
p 

of the book 11 , the pr~µet of the Occident terms thE~m in his his·~ory, 

"the people of the sp1rit 11 .A.lrer.1.dy in their earliest origins,a.s 

:mr:ty be noted in the Pentateuch,the Jews reveal their predilection 

for the abstr•a.ct,and their entire r•eligion is nothing more than 

an act of dialectieism,whereby matter and spirit are divorcecl,a1nd 

the absolute is recognised only in the unique form of. spil" j,t .What 

a t,e_rr1bly isolated stand th~ must have taken aga:lnst the nations 

of antiqu:tty,so devoted to the joy.ous worshi.p of nat,twe,and who 

conceived spi.rit rather in the phenomena of matter through images 

and symbols.What a frightful opposition they must have formed against 

the mot,ley Egypt,swarming with 11.ieroglyphics,against Phoenic:ta,the 



gr•eat A.sta:r•teaia temple of ,joy,or even age.inst the beautiful sinner., 
( 

the fair.,sweet, ... scented Babylon,and finally,against Gr•(:)ece,the 

bl ooroing la.nd of s.rt 11
• 

This is writ ten in the 11 gr:n1d \tyJ.e 11
., to be sure., but it sma 0 1m 

a great deal of Heine's pose. 1.l'.1he elaborate distinctions which he 

draws between the cultures of the Hebrews s.nd the othe:r' oriental 

nations,made good literary :rna.te1,ial :eor his facile pen.?.ls I remar

ked,when speaking of his so ... called religious views,it seems that 

all this rant about the Hellenic and Hebraic cul ts wesr· merely 

a figurative poetical embelli.shment of Heines ordinarily heal.thy 

love for the Jewish peoplE). HegC:11 had set the fashion of ideal:tsing 

the tritest facts of life;so Heh1e weaves about a prosaic national 

feeling a wren th of poetj,cal ad.01•nments .surely, the gre.ndiose pie ... 

ture of the Hebrew and his Bible makes fh1e reading;no one can fail 

to enjoy its sheer literary splendor .But J: cannot avoid feeling that 

Heine is 11 vaporising 11 to a large extento Ther•e is nothing in his 

later letters to indicate that he w1::1s undergoi.ng a new birth, :lnso

far as Jewish sentiment wa.s conoernedoHiappears simply t,o have 
'J 

found a. rich vein of literary ore which promise::J to yield the pUJ:>e, 

gold of eloquence and fine writing. 

For him the, problem of emancipation was another wreck in 

hurnanH,y' s 1 umber ... room.He was not looking forward to a future rev

olution as he had done befolbe I830oHe had become dis:l.llus:Lonecl..Ee 

was becoming portly and famous .He wrote w'ith contempt of the w:t.ld 

idee.l ists who crowded about Borne in Pal"is ,e.nd narrates with h:lgh 

glee ,how at one of these lofty ge.theri.ngs hiw ws. tch: was stolen fl"Olll 

' I I. 



II 
' him.Endowed with more common-sense than a 11lf3.n of Bar.:ne 's type ,he 

( 

realised,after the fallure of the 1830 revolt>that a violent shake .... 

up of society,such as Borne and his men had :planned,could never 

succeed.In his political thinlcLng he wes becoming 11 conservative,t,, 

not in the sense tha.t he was serving the powerful classes,but 

that he 1001-rnd down with sobered good ... nat,ure on the futile and 

distracted str•ivings of ever ... youthfu1 visionaries. Once in a wh:l.le, 

to prove that he had not lost touch with idealistic movements,he 

would come fo:t•ward and launch a few attacks on the foes of progress, 

but ln his later years he was,e:x:cept for the purposes of literary 

expression,e. well-seasoned sceptic.W'ithdre.wn into h:1.mself ,he spun 

out a beautiful web of gilded irI1c1gery concerning the future of 

rne.n_,thE) Bible,the Jews etcoWhen he wrote as apoet,he was in deep 

earnest, ;let us not decry h:tm to that extent ;but ,a.s he once rem.ar

ked to Moser: 11.All this must not be taken too ser:Lously 11 .Some of 

his fine parc,sages are masterpieces of prose; from what we l~now of 

the man,we must be convinced that the best we can say of them 

is that they have a romantic interErnt in Jude.ism., See with what 

imaginative abandon he sp~aks in· the following extract fi'."om the 

f ourtb. book of the Memo i:r. (I 

"In facrt, the J'ews are made of the same dough of which the 

gods ar-e mad.e.If they are tr-odden uncle:e foot to-day;t~o-morrow 

they are aclored on the knerns .1fhi1.e somE-) ru:mrnage in the wretched 

mire of trade,others attain the highest peaks of humanib:y;and 

Golgotha is not the omly mountain where a Jew bled for humanity's 

salva.tton. 1rl1e Jews :::u·e thepeo:ple of' the spirl·t,and wherieve1" -they 



return to their former idea.ls ,they become great and magnificent 7 

putting to shame and defeating their :rude oppresso:t:'s .The profound 

Rosenkrant,z compa.l"~d them with the giant Antaeus ,with this difference, 

that the latter regained strength when he touched the ea.1"th,but 

that, the for•mer wom new powers as soon a.s they came in contact, with 

heaven.Peculiar embodiments of both glaring extremes;whiJ.e among 

'tllis people rmy be found all possible ca.:ricat,ures of vileness,t:here 

may also be dis covered in its midst, the ideal of pu:r•est humanity. 

,lnd just as at one time it led thE-) world in new tracks of progres~, 

so,perhaps,t,he world may expect stlll further innovat:1.ons o:r •them. 

~'!Nature 11 ,said Hegel once to me, 1•1s very queer J the very materials 

that she uses fm• lofty ends she s.1.so employs for the lowest achieve-

/· ments.(After a c}rse joke,Heine refEH's this to· the Jews.) HowevEP 
I 

that m.a.y be,it is quite liltely that the mission of th.ls people :ts 

not yet fulfill.ed 11
----

Heine t.hen cornpar•es the diff~rent notions which the ~Tews 

and Germans ent~ertain of their savior•s .~~he latter expect theH old 
' .. 

Barbarossa.,of whom legend tells that he did not $ilie,but was shut 

up in the Kyffhauser unt:i.l his people needed h:Lm. a.gain.The Jewish 

notion was explained to ou1• author by a Rabb 1 MEJ,nasseh ben Naphtali 
0 

o:r Cracfw.,whom Heine visited ... -so he says- ... 111 Poland.,The author' puts 

into the mouth of the old m.a.n a descriptton of the Messiah,purport

ing t<;> be t~ken from the Te lmuc-L 1.t1he savior lee.ds a pJ.ef-.l.sa.nt life, 

sings ,plays, stud ie~1 Kabbalah ,and. haE~ the reports of t.he stat.us cf:t' 

hls people ree.d to him daily.The only draw-back to this blissful 

existence is that the Messie.h is :manacled with golden chains •1l1he 



Rabbi explains that there is great fear that when the servant,s 

read~ the saviox• the su:fforings of lilis people,he m:1.ght rush down 
\ ' 

to their aid,end thus anticipate their hopes of his arrival.Hence 

the chains of gold .. A r>ead 0)r witha turn for allegory might make much 

capi.tal out ,of th:l.s story., 

'11he comment which Heine makes to this tale of the ··rabbi,J?eads 

J.ilce a lyric: 110,dela.y no longei>,fair Messiah,who will rescue not, 

alone Israel ,as the super st it ious J·ews imagine ,but all of suf:f.e:r.ing 

humanity .o tes.r not ye golden chains .o keep h:i.m fettered. but a 

little while,lest he come too soon,the savior king of the world"• 

In the same vein he composes a poem on the new tTewish hospi-
., 

tal at Hamburg, where in h0 se.ys 

" A Hospital for Jews who I re sick and needy, 

For those three-fold unhappy sons of' sorrow, 

A.ffl icted by the three dire 111:J.sfortunes, 

Of pover·ty ,disease and Juda ism4 

~}he worst by far of_' all the three the la.st :ls, 

1rhat family misfortune,thousand years old, 

'.Phat plague which had its birth in Nile's fa:r. valley, 

The old Egyptian and. unsound reJ. ig ion .. 

Incurable de~tjpain,against which avail :not 

lXf or douclrn .,nor vapor .... ba th, the uppara tus 

Of suPgery ,nor all the me::.,:ns of hc:ial ing 

Vfhioh thj_s house offers to its sickly inmates. 

Will time .,et,errmal goddr,ss .,ever extinguish 

This glowing 111,desoending from the father 

I J. 6 



U:pon the son---and will the grand-son eveP 
I 

Be .cured ,and become rat:Lonal and happy? 

THE UST YF~RS • 

When the stirring days of !848 were overturning political affairs 

I ::2 7 

in Eurore.,He1ne was beginn1.ng his long· t:ravail on the 11 matt.reas ... gra.ve2~ 

The cr•:1.tics are u.nited in believing that the quiet, as weJ.l as the 

thought which these ye®l:'l.'s brought to him,co:ntributed to a heightening 

of his genius fa.r beyond his previous :man:lfeste.t :Lons .Removed :from 

actual contact wi·th life,neglectecl after the novelty wore off ,e'Wien 

by his best friendis; Heine1s humor gained in powe:r.,hut there :ts a 

meJJ1ncholy about it which :lndica.tes the refining influence of this 

afflictionoWitness the following letter printed in a ]?aris sheet 

to correct false reports of his illness. 11 1 am no longer a div:1.ne 

biped; I am no longer the 11 freest German except Goethe" ,a:'s Ruge 

called me in healthier days;I am no longer the great heathen Nr11 .II/ 

whom one comps.red with the wine-leaf crowned Dionysus ,while he gave 

to my colleague Nr.I the titlt:i of a JupiteJ.t::,l of the grand-duchy 

of lVeirnaroI am no jop:ous,beloved Hellene who laughs jovially at 

the sorrowful Na.zar•ene--I am only a poor ,Tew,sick unto the death, 

e. withered i:rro.ge of grief,an unhappy morta.1. 11 

It requires very little o:r ig inal i ty to expla 1±1 the evident 

rever•sal of spiritual convio·t:ton in the poet .once granted the 

joys of :Paris,we have a philosophy in .accor·d with such an existence. 

Poor comfort ,however, is this faith to a man who cannot, move from 
-

h:I.s conch,or taste food.,or feel the kis:crns of his wife.It woul.d 

be a hollow mockery to entertain a oare ... free view of the world, 



i:f he must lift his eye-lash with a. finger in order to behold 1 t Q 

The Hellenic point of view is clearly out of place.Now he has an 

oppo1:>tu:nity of testing the beauty which undc-'n1 -lay the s011 rowful 
•. 

Naza.rite attitude towards life., Heine is the opportunist 11 par excel.

lence. 11 

In this last per>iod of his life there occurs but one fatal spot 

to mar the slncerity of all his productions .'l1hls is a lett,er which 

he wrote in November !85! to St ,Rene rraiJ.lander ,who had e.sked Heine 

for a brief sketch of his caI1eer.Among other things occurs th:i.s 

sentence: 11 My ancestors were members of. the Jewish faith; I was never1 

proud of this descent. 11 

In the light of such sta.tement, much of the fusthm which has 

been written on the gloi:-ious return of the prodig:~1 tcb.' his people 

loses its vital. cogency. I believe thatJ the sanest interpretation 

of Heine's last works is the natural one,namely.,that a bed-ridden 

I11f1n,who w:Js _in addition agi·ea.t poet,would spend his time d:i;>ea.ming 

beautiful drea.ms ,gJ.or·ifyin~f:the past, ,and. weaving roroc-1ntic ph:l.loso ... 

ph:tes of' 1:Lfe-•·:Just,a.s Heine did.Yet,emen in this period) his sense 

of humor did no·t desert him,and we shall see how the
11Ro:mancero•i1s 

I intel"l8.l?ded with r$rly jocular hits at, the Jews. 

In the JAPOL~0•··G0D ,one of the first in the volume of his 
' 

Romancer•o ,He1ne relates the wanderings of' a nun in search of the 

god Apollo .She :~nquire::;i of the pe.sser-bys if any have seen him; 

but she is gl"ee·ted with smiles of indifference until 

kl,J.ong the hi.gh-vmy trotting 

Comes a slovenly old man; 

Mald.ng figures in the air ,he 

Keeps on singing throu~h his nose. 

J 28' 



He a clumsy wallet carries 

And a little hat three .... cornered, , 

.And with sharp and smiling eyes he 

L:i.stens to the nun's inquiry:-·-·,. 

Have I chanced to see Apollo? 

Yes,I certainly have seen him 

When at Amsterdam full often 

In the German synagogue. 

He was there the leading singer, 

Known by name of Rabbi Faibisch, 

Wh:i.ch 1.n High-Dutch means Apollo. 

But he I s not my :ldol truly. 

His old fe. ther I know well • 

Moses Jits cher ,he I s cir•cumciser 

'J~o the Po1"tuguese, I fancy 1 

And te the various sovereigns also. 

He (the cantor) is likewise a free.,.think01~, 

Lost his place through eatlng swine-fleshe 

And in another of the same sel'.' iei:4, VITI&LIPUl'ZLI ,he brealrn out :ln 

songs of praise of Columbus: 

One a.J.one,one herio onl.y 

Gave us more and gave us better 

Than Columbus·-~that one mean I 

Who a God bestowed upon us. 

His old fa.t11er' s name was Amram 

And hi.s mother 1 s ~ochebed, 

' I 
I 
I• 



And hirnself,his name iB Moses, 

And he :i.s my greatest hero. 

We shall see in the CON:B1ESSIONS how Hein(i adds the Moses-motif 

to the other tunef3 he hacf learned to play in the last, years of 

his life.Just befo:t'e they wc.--we written,he added a s:rnall par•agra.ph 

to his obituary on MarouE:1.It proves that Heine had no more iJ..lusJ.ons 

about the status of the Jews ,imd it gives point to that inter•pre

tat ion of Heine's later Jewish works which 1rokes them the result 

of an arti.ficial romeintic glamour ,rather than the out-pouttings of 

a zealous worker for his people. 

March I854. 11S:lnce that time much has been changed in 

Ger•many,also the ques·tlon of c1.vil equality for the pr~essor•s of 

the Mosaic belief ,which was incidentally considered in the above 

pages ,has since endured strange v ioiss i tud.E:)S e In the spring of' 

!848 it seemed resolved for all ti:ma,but as with all other· 1::1quisi

tions of that blooming period of German hope,it seems that the said 

' question :ts gdiing r•et:rograde in our land,and in many pl1?1ces it is 

Peported to be in a most wret checl status quo ,The ,Jews ought. finally 

to come to the realization th1;L t only then can they be truly emanci~~ 

pated,when the freedom of the Christians he.s been completi,ely won 

and made secure .This cause is identici:1-1 with that of the Germ.an 

People,and they should not demand a.s Jews,what was long due them 

f:!S Ger· mans tt • 

We havw l?,OW reachhed the pePiod of the highest ree.ches of 
i/ ,I 

Heine's geniusoWith the Romanoero 1the Aristophanes of the new age 

was b :tdd ing far•ewell to the world .P.:t•operly to est :lma te the true 

quality of the wo1"k belongs to the pr•ovi.nce of criticism.With the 

/80 



exception of r3.. few short poems on the Jews .. -noticeably the ones 
I 

ent. itled SOLOMON and rrHE GOLDEN CALF ,where :tn he pokes fun at the 

money-malc:tng pr,opensitles of the Jewir:1h people-~·the work which 

rivets our• attention is the HEBREW M1TILODIES.:tn most lil-rnlihood, 

the infipiration for their composition was received from By1•on, 

who had also been responsible for some of Heine 1 s earlier Jewish 

wo:i?k .But the sub ,ject-matter of these poems is due not so much to 

the example of the English poet ,eis it was tch those studies which 

he pursued in prepararo.ion of the l=tlBBI,and which he continued 

in the per:tod of his sufferings in Paris .I/fe have seen how he had 

be come passionately :fond of' the Bible. In the CONFESS lOONS he elabor

ates on this powerful influence on his last days ;and in the 11 N:oman-

lf cer-o a host of references to the Bible events and cha.racter-s indi,. 

cate what a debt of gratitude Heine qwes to the latter• booko· 

The three himdr,~d ;vears of the blossom1.ng of Jew iBh life 

and literature in Spain must have possessed a. peculiar attraction 

for the dreaming invalid.It seemed to him like an oasis in the 

desert .AJ.:r.eady in his study of Religion and Philosophy -·in Gt:r·many, 

Hei:ne hacl,in a critic:i.sm of' MendeJ.ssohn,indicated his .e.bh?rr•ence 

for,what he calls , 11 the r:tgorous,consequex,1tiaJ. Rabbin:tsm 11 ;The dry 
<:_,_,_ ' 

scholastic:1.sm of the Tr:ilmudists struck him as a pe·tr,f'act,ion of' 

the vital beauty of Judaism.Now,this blossoming of Jewish hopes 

in Spain produced exactly that type of Jewish life whlch Heine 

belie·ved he should have loved to e.xperience.,Until the danger of 

Chr•ist.ianity appeared 1:1t the gat,es,the Jews throve in J.iteratur•e 

as well as in life,When,however,the mene.ce began to be felt,and 



poetic abandon became self ... consciousness,the spil"itl of dialecticism 

was again ab:road in the Jewish camp .De1fenses had to be arr•ayed blefore 

the attacks of' the Chris•!:,jJ1n.Disputations were the order of the day. 

From the latter part of this period comes the spur for the poem 

0DISPUI1.A'rION!1 ; f1"orn the earlier comes the u JEHUDA H,ALEVI 11 • 

He:tne prefaces the poems with a few stanzas of instruction 
I 

to the Jews .one may truthfully regard them as a bit of the author ',s 

own philosophy which he wishes his people to adopt as a motto: 

110 J.et not thy life fly by without a taste of ha.pp iness; 

If you a.re secure from the sb.ot ... -why,let them shoot. 

If joy flies past you,catbh it cautiouslyo 

.A.nd,I advise you,build your hut in t,he va.le, 

And not on the height,s. 

Fr·om his own exper:lence and from that of the Jews of the past r~1.nd 

present ,Heine had r•eal ized how few and fa:r between are the moments 

of' rest, and le it:Jure which the chosen people are suffered to en joy. 

In that vanished. Spanish pe..st,they hed been given an opportunity 

for self ... develppment ,but had decided to live on the heights .Not 

be:tng content with t,he quietude which the PRINCI~SS SABBATH symbol ... 

isea they had striven for the glory which is embodied in the JEHUDAH 

HlLEVI,but with the i.1~onical rewards of spiritual f:r.•ustration,as 

pictured in the D ISPUrAT ION .~ehese three poems resemble one of the 

poets character>istic poems ;first ,a quiet introduction,then,a. rise 

to splend.01~,and finally,the inev-:ttabl.e crushtng of the dream with 

i:i 'raucous la.ugh.In spite of his me.ny semi-serious protests to tlole 

oontrary,this seems to ha:ve been Heine's actual rule of ·life.Me is 

1oud. in praise of' Isra.el I s he1:-oc➔ a ,but he would rather have been a 



Moses Ij1.1mp,who is :rebor>n ih the PRINCESS SABBATH • .In prepi1.ra tion 

of th::ts poem,Heine had tra.nsJJ~ted the ILECHO DAUDI,wrongly ascrib1ng 

it to ,Jehucla. 11ben 11 Halevi.He begins the poem in praise of the 

holy da_y by a legend from ~m J!;r•ab ian fairy-book which deals with 

the metamoi-•phosis of man into beasts and vice ... versa.such a change 

the poet sees throughout the week in the Jew.on the work-days,he is 

a despised and hounded dog ;but on :the Sabbath eve he throws off his 

enchantment and renews his manly form.'r11e hoiLy atmosphere which 

enshrouds the Sabbath eve is one of Heine~;E1 most charming creations G 

In tha. t world of peace and rest, the Sabbath bride embraces the-, Jew 

who has now become a man.When the time for Havdalah comes,and the 

dally tasks are to be re-assum.ed,the charm is agaj.n renewed.The 

whole poem is f-l gl.orification of the peace which comes but on,ce 

in a grea. t while to the persecuted \Tew ,and in ths.t rare interval 

when he is secure fr•om the shot ,he ca.res not if the enemy sgo.ots o 

St, ill ,despite the evident seriousness of the piece ,Heine has his 

good .... natured laugh.'rhe princess,looking gently at the happy prince 

of Israel ,says~nat she permits him anythj_ng except to smoke • . 
11Dea:r•est,smoking is forbidden, 

Because to-day is the Sabbath. 

Therefore there shall steam at noon 

For your• l"ewfu•d , 

.IA. dish which is truly divine; 

'.ro-day you shall eEi.t the Shaleta 

Nearly one ... fourth of the poem is devoted to this J·ewish dish,a 

subject of which Heine never tired,and which contributed to the 

undf-H'lying ph:Llosophy of the RABBI. 

'.rhe connect:l.on which the PRINCESS bears with the follow:tng 
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poem is reverc1led by the poet I s explanation that t,he author of the 
I 

Lecho Daud.1 was Jehuda 11benu Halevt,whose praise he chants in the 

poem of that ne.me. It has come down. to us as 1-::t fragment tbut it is 

r,i rich s<huroe for Heine's litera.ry views,reminiscences,and social 

att:ttudes.~rhe aim,of course.,was to portray Israel on the heights.,. 

li'orgett ing for the nonce that the enemy was ever on the alert to 

shoot, t,he people do.red to aspire to the highest peaks of beauty. 

rrhe dog who be came man imag tned that it would be ever thus ,and 

in this delusion lies the tr•agedy of the J·ewish people,the bitter 

irony of which becomes clear in the DISl'trr.lTION. 

~rhe poem beg ins w 1th a re minis cen ce of his youthful days, 

when in the synagogue he waE?. listening to the chanting of 0By the 

waters of Bl3 .. bylon 11 .'We 1"'ecall that in Ernveral of his J..etters to Moser, 

Heine had betl"ayed his fondness for this particular psalm which 

he uses as a le it-motif of' the poem. In this dream of boy-hood years, 

he lll>oks about the crowd for the i:n:19.ge of Jeh,u.dah Ha.levi,and r•ecog ... 

nises him by the features one finds only among poets .'.rhen comes a 

description of Halevi'.s youthful career,his studies in Hebrew.,the 

Biblica.l lore,and the Talmud.In beautiful manner Heine paints the 

differences between the Ha.la cha a.nd Hi:tgada.h .':t1he former he terms 

11A school of gladiators:1,where the best dialectic athletes of' Baby

lon and !umbeditha played their mock ... battles, 111.J:he Hagadah,pn the 

other hand is a "highly fantastic garden" in which the Jewish poet 

reveled.In a sense JEHUDA 11BEN 11 HALEVI is the embod:tment of' the 

beaut. iful aspects of Jewish life ,and the hero of the poem.,the..nks 

to the inspiration of the Hagadah,becomes 



"a great poet,the star and torch of his t:tmes,the light a.nd 

illumination of his nation,a wonderful and huge fire-pillE.-tr• of song, 

which went before the caravan of sorrow of Israel in the wilderltllesses 

of the Exile 11 
• 

This brings to m:l.nd the t1:1agedy of the ages with its still saddeir 

question:tngs of the worth of human life. Someone has e.ccu:t•a.tely 
ti ll 

reme.r•lrnd that Rom-'lncero is a modern Book of Job .But unlike th:ts 

man of sorrows ,Halevi glimpsed a bright futur•e through the darlrness 

which ehshrouded hlm.He turns troubadour,but his is no mere earthly 

love;his was the devastated home-land,Jerusalem.Before the gatesof 

the sacred· city ,he is killed by a Saracen: like the other· Jews he 
.,p(j 

felt too secure from the enemy's bolt .The pae,? of praise which Heine 

sings about Jerusalem ends with the beautiful words 

"Oh delight once more with mine eyes to behold thy splendor, 

when sparkles your star anew,and your dawn awakes with richer ray-

rrhen the happiness .,which the Chosen People had implored wi thL.hearts 

of yea.ruing ,shall bloom in rejoicing ,filled with 1 ife ;when Zion 

r'aj,ses :tts(~lf in youthful. splendor•"• 

The second part of the poem begins to take on a half-comic tone. 

Heine I s wife ,Mi.:t thllde ,having remar•ked that she had never heard the 

na.me of Jehuda Ha1~1vi,he launches into a tirade against the fashion 

in which children are re1:1.red. He would have them learn to love men 

like Halevi ,Solomon Gab il"ol ,an.d Moses ibn Esra ( he evidently meant 

,Abraham :tbn Esra, be ca use the biographical statements he mBJkes of the 

former rea.11,Y apply to the latter).It is interesting to note that 

Bienen~to cl-c has a ttempt~ed to explain He :tne' s mention of th:1.s trium ... 

vePr--:i.te by tre.eing spirH,u.al kinship between them and our• author. 



I question :1.f' Heine knew enough of the men he had quoted to entltle 
I 

him to speak as glibly of them as he does in the poem~The v~ry fact 

that he does not write Halev1 1 s name pit!·ope:r>ly,thf,tt he mistakes Abra

ham for Moses ibn Esra and that he quotes nothing of t11e works (ff 

these mEm,provesthat he knows of them merely by reputation. To me 

it seems that such a fa_ct impairs the vr1.lidity of' the bulk of. high ... 

sounding criticism that has been lavished on the poem.It is practi ... 

ca11y· impossible to analyze the second part because it is a melange 

o:f Heine's humor, social ideas ,and death-bed. pessimism. If these were 

really integral parts of the intended poem--1 t is a fragment-•• tJhis 
' . ' 

would tndiee.te a trivial attitude even bey-ond our expectat:ton of a 

lI!fln of Meine's type. 

In the DISPtJrAT ION ,we reach the conclusion of this tr:llogy. 

1rhe gNmdeur of the former age is gone ;t.he poets sing no longer. 

~rhe Jew has other concerns to entrust to its great men.Chl"istianity 

has obtained a foot-hold in Spain ancl has threatened the material. 

as well as spiritmtl ease of the Jewish people .In a vain s.ttempt 

to save themselves they employ their leaders to rep1"ese,nt them in 

disputations wi·th the Geni~ile;and,as always happens ,the goal can 

best be attain<:id by fine ... spun logic or sophistry.Naturally the em ... 

pha.sis is placed on the HaJ.abhic aspects of' education rather than / 
tha Hagadic

1
that is,dialecticism ~upplants poetry in the hearts of , fl 

the people.'l'o hold ·this degeneration up to ridicule is the p1:u?·pose 

of the D ISP t'fr JVt1 ION o 

rrhe two disputants are the Rabbi Juda. of Navarre ,e.nd the .monk 

J'ose ,s. Franciscan/.Phey t:u•e accompanied by eleven of their disciples 

who swea:r. to adopt' the religion which emerges victorious from the 



verbal battle. Heine makes them both Pidiculous,but he treats the 
I 

Jewisr.t Pepresentat:'i.ve moPe charitably.The monk defends Christ.ia.nity 

as the r·elig:i.on of mercy and love ,and he does this by heaping on 

hts benighted opponent unmitigated curses and slander .'rhe r•abbi 

defends his God as the revengeful leader of Israel.Be is much more 

l"lestra ined and careful in his utterance ,and pa:t"r:tes the monk's thrusts 

with a c.oolness whicl:1 hints at fear oBut he happens to quote 'T'osfes 

Yontov ,and the monk excJ..a irna: "T'osfes Yontov may go to Jericho 11
• 

This was too much for the rabbi;he breaks out in 1;1. vehement tor:eent 

of EJbuse ,a.nd calls on the Lord to revenge such blasphemy .The height 

of' Heine's d:l.sda:in for the pos1.tive religions is phrased in the 

opinion voiced by the pr•ineess 

"Bat it seems quite clear to me that the rabbi and the mcmk ... -

th.a t both of them; stinkn o 

Upon this note ends the most famous of our poet's creations which 

deal with Jew:i.sh concerns.It is his pru•t5.ng shot at t,he absurditj.es 

which he found in the people he had years a.go hoped to champion.. 

It is his mature way of' saying Hyacir1th•s dictum that "Judaism is 

a misfortun0 11 .r.rheI'e is an er:1rly sonnet of our author whi?h might 

be si:J. id to su:mmar ise his attitudes on the Jewish problem.He dilates 

on the gr•:i.efs whicr.t ove1"whelm the y01mg enthusiast when he views 

the evils ebout, him and the chagrin which i8 caused h:Lm by the 

Philistine opposition he encounters in the attempt to remedy them~ 

After• all illusions are dispelled there is one thing left for his 

comfort ,and that is 11 shr·ill a.nd bitter laughter" 11 

An echo of this notion occurs in one of Heine's last poems. 



It is celled 11'I.'o e. Renegade11 .Note the whimsical t:r.ea.tment of what 

he formerly regarded as e. moral crime. 

110h., the holy courage of yout,h 

How easily thou art subdued. 

And you in a cooler mood 

Have come to a.n understanding with the dear Lord, 

And you have crept to the cross 

To the cross you once despised, 

Which but a. few weeks before 

You w:i.shed to tread in the dust. 

Oh.,tha.t•s what much reading does 

Of Schlegel ,Heller ,Burkt7-

Yesterday you were a hero, 

To-day you are become a. rascal. 

In one of the additions to 11Laza.rus 11 which begins" 11Let them never 

thj,nht of him11 ,h~~ portrays in pathetic mood the att,itude whJ.ch the 

Jewish people will have towards him after his de8th.He will be wil

fully forgotte~,e.nd his name will be out off from the records of 

his own people,Likewise in the 11 Commemoration 11 ,he c:ries out: 

0 They will sing no mass, 

Will recite no Kaddish, 

They will say or sing nothing 

On the day of my death 11
• 

'rhese ver•ses reflect, p. remorseful. spirit ,bu.t wn must remember that 

in h:ts last days the poet suffered untold. phys :teal agony .These utter .... 

ances must have escaped despite his eElrnest struggles 1:,o repress them. 

J; 



We have now reach1::,d the end.Heine him.self was a.ware of th:is,and 
( 

he penned his CONFESS IONS in a rno1"e serene mood than ~i~ had ever 

before exper•ienced .Ther•e is no more triviality and burlesqe ,and if 

he ever reached the Olympie.n dignity he had claimed as h:1.s,it was 

only ctn tlds last work ..r.t1herein occurs a rema.rkable passage which 

sums up,as it wer•e,sll the v:lews on the Jews which he had entertained 

in h:ts le.ter and more r·etrospective years .Before I quote from it, 

I should 1 ike to present some of his ideas about the Jews which he 

rf had jotte<ll down at random,presumably with the purpose of somet :'!.mes 

:i.ncorpora ting them in a le .. rger work .'l1here is no systerna tic arra.nge

ment whatever,but it is interesting to see how some of' them are 

elaborated in the CONFESSIONS. 

II 

II 

,Tudaism--Aristocracy:One God has cr•eated the world and rules 

it;all men are his children,but the Jews are his favorites., 

and their land is his chosen dominion.He is a mom~rch;the 

Jews are the nob:lllty,e.nd Palestine is the exe.rcha.t of God<i 

Christian1ty---DemocrElcy:One God has made and governs all; 

but he loves all men alike,and protects sJ.l kingdoms.He is 

no longer a. national deity.,but a universal Godo It 

J'ew:I.sh h:lstory is beaut i.ful., but the young Jews harm the old 

ones whom people wlJ.1 sometime rate above the Greeks and 

Roma.ns.J believe that i:f there were no longer any Jews,and 

if one knew that there e.x:tsted somewhere an example of t.his 

m1tion,he would travel one hundred. hours to seeit and to press 

it by the hand--and now they avoid us. tt 



n Were I of the tribe from wh:tch sprang our se.vior, I would 

t, ·~ 11'. 

Ii 

I 

boast,rather• than be ashamed of it 11
• 

Jh,that is what I should do also if our savior we:r.e the only 

one to spring from. the tribe--but there haue spr-ung also so 

many r•asci::.'llS from the same stock:,tha.t it becomes hazardous 

• tt to recognise relationship with it • 

The J·ewi1 ,this ghost...\people which watches invisibly by its 

trea.su:re, the B:lble. 11 

Jew-hatrf;id begins with the Romantic schooJ.,with a love for the 

Middle Ages,Catholicism,and nobility,a.nd enhanced by the 

'.P.euto ... maniacs 11
• 

I cr:innot quote all of the CONFESSIONS which relates to Jewish 

1nterests,and I shall have to paraphrase a large part of the mater

ial.The whole book,however,is one of the most inspiring thj_ngs 

He:i.ne ever wrote.In the or:'l.ginal,the fe.lter'ing style be3t,rays the 

moribund c,Ond j.t i.on of the author' ,but the thought is mu.ste:n•ed w:t th 

so much force that one would fa.in believe that Heine had summoned 

all his powers to convince the world that behind all his laughter 

lay an eternal seriousness.All the wit of the previous prose works 

is gone and in its place is a reserve and. caJ.ran.ess of utteJ:>ance 

which bespeaks a high sincerity.Unless we a.re to lend full credence 

to t,he CONFESSIONS,they inevitably become E1 tragic ra.rceoAnd one is 

unwilling to believe ,even of Heine, that his death-bed message wai:s, 

like a. large pa.rt of his l:tfe,an artistic sham. 

11 The re ... a.ws.kenlng of my rel:lgi.ous sentimonts I owe to that, 

. holy book ,and j_t was for me an object of hE~a.l ing as well as of devout, 



admiration.Strange.~_fte:r having all of my life dawdled-dn a.11 the 
I 

baJ.1 ... rooms of ph:tlosophy,yielded myself to all the orgies of the 

spirit,wooed all posslble systems without bej,ng appeased,like :M:essal

ine after a night of debaucher;y--now I find myself with thE~ same 

atti·tude towards the Bible as Uncle Tom•s,e.nd I kneel beside ·this 

black fellow.,.worshipper with the same devotion.--

'' I had formerly no great love for Moses,perhaps because the 

Hc-3llen:tc spirit prevfllled in me ,and I could not forgive Israel's 

law ... giver for his antipa.thy towards all plastic 1?<rt.I could not see 

that Moses,despite all opposition to e.11 plastic rarts,was,howevGJ>r, 

a gi-•eat artist ,and possessed the true artistic lnstinct .But ln his 

cai.se,as in the case of This Egyptian country ... men,the artistic spir:tt· 

was bent upon the collossal and eternal verH,ies .Unlike the Egypt"" 

ians,however,he created nothing art:i.stic out, of brick and gre.nite, 

but he bu:llt, human pyramids ,he chiseled obelisks of men ,he took a 

lowly shepherd race· a.ncl cretl\.ted a people therew:i.th ;a. people which 

should defy t,he centu:t•ies ,a grea·t eter•naJ. holy P<?Ople ,a people of 

God which might serve Rs a model f01" a11 natlons1yea,a prototype for 

all htlijtS.ni ty,,..-he created Israel ,.Wit,h far gre0 ter just 1-oe than the 

RoIJJD,n poets,may that artist,the son of Amram and the mid-wif'e Jochebed, 

boast that he has erected a monument more perdurable than brs.ss. 

/As has been the case of the master ,'so has it f's.red with his 

creat:i.on.,the crews.I have never spoken with enough l"everEmce,simply 

be cauBe of my Hellen:'Lc dispos it :i.on ,whtch was so inimical to ,Jewish 

asoet.icism.My preference for HelJ.enism has since waned.I realise now: 



tha. t the Greeks were merely beaut :l.fuJ. youths; the J·ews ,however, wer•e 

powerful,unyielding men,not only in tl'i.e f3nc:!.ent days.,but even t,o ... day, 

in spite of eighteen centuries of per•secution and misery.Since then 

I have learned better to appreciate them,and were 11 not that pride 

of birth and demoor8tic principles are absurd contradictions among 

warriors of the Revolution,the WI'itel" of these pages would boast that 

his forbears belonged to the ancient house of Isreel,that he is a 

descend.ant of those martyrs who gave to the world 11 God ,and .a mori::11 i ty., 

and. who suffered on i::tll the battle-fiel·ds of tho1..1g·ht·. 
lli!o4 

Mediaeval history,and even the.t of the present day,has seldom 

menttoned in its reports the nam13s of these knights of the holy spirit, 

for they ord:I.:narily fought with closed vis:L~n•s.As lit,tle as theiT 
'».' 

very ex:Lstence ,e.re the deeds of the Jews 'known to the world .People 

thlnk they know them because they have seen their beorcls--nothing 

mOJ'."e of them came to light--emd as in sncient t,imes,so to the mode:t•n 

agE:)--they are a wandering mystery.'.rhis ma.y be solved on the day of 

which the prophet tells,wµen there will be but one shepherd and one 

· flock,a.nd the just man who suffers for thE) good of humanity,will re

ceive his glorious reward. " 

( r_rhen follows a long passage in which He :!.ne 0xpla ins that he had 

kept the Protestant fa.1th merely as e.n outward form.He avers that he 

wou1d have dE~se1"ted lt had :t t, not been for the law wh:l ch forbade 

domic:lle in Berl ht and Prussia to those who belonged to none of the 

publicly-sanctioned positive religions.To make the best of a bad 

s"t~:tte of a.ffairs,he had remained a Protesta.nt,since in th10· Berlin 

crmrchea Christian:J.ty was filltered free of supe1"stltlon;thE) divlnity 

F 1-/2 



of Jesus wa.s like turtle-soup without the turtle .To an :l.ndifferentist 

likei Heine all wer-e alike ,rmd he wore' his Christianity with as much 

ease and as little scruple as the Czar of Russia feels,when.,on re

viewing the Prussian troops in Potsdam,he courteously dons a uniform 

of an offi.cer of the Pruss :Lan guard. 

Protestant.ism at that time meant for him liberalism,a.n open 

profess ion of hr:i. t,e against the r•ea ct i onary spirit which chara cter:tsed 

the Catholic churcb. .. It bad b0en the stamping ground of Leibnit,z,Kant, 

and Hegel .:Nay more, it had actually been the cause of the spread of the 

B:tble throughout civilisation.The J·ews who had saved the Bible at 

the dcistruct:1.on of the Second 'I1emple.,had clung to their holy· law 

with a pasDionai,~e tenac:lty which prevented its fa.lli.ng into the 

hands of Israels enemte·s.rJ1.ightly pressing it to their bosoms,,-they 

had carr:1.ed :tt as a 0 portable f'atherlanct01vherever> t,heir fated wander

ings led them,and when once shut up 'in the Ghetto,they bent every 

effort to keep it hidden from the desecrating gaze of the Gentile. 

But German scho].e.rs.,the fore--runner-s of the Reformat:l.on,were con ... 

stan::.ly lurlcing a.bout this hiding••place of the treasu:re;they 101:i:rned 

Hebrs:1 w to discover the 11 dpen sesftme II of the cave where the Jews had 

jealom;l;y- bestowed their treasure .Among them was Reuchl:ln .His enemies 

attacked the Jews nej.tho:r> out of sheer rnallce,nor blind pPejuddee, 

but because they dreaded the revelation of that secret spiritu01 

t'!t,or>eoLet Heine continue: 

"Now that the motives of these p:r.oceedlngei lie manifest,one 

can see how f'undamentnlly they were right .'rt1es0 men od: darkness from 

K\jln bi::)lieved that the rrn.lvation ofthe worlds soul was imper>illed, 



and that all means we:L"e justifiable,falsehood and murder,especially 

as it affected the Jews.The poor lowly folk,the children of misery, 

hated the ,Tews already because of their heoped-u.p treasures ,and that 

which to-duy we call the hatred of the proletariate fo:r. the rich, 

we.s in those d0ys simply antlpathy against the Jews,In fect,f1ince 

the. lE3tter.,excluded from owm.ership of property and all tr>ades,were 

alJ:owed to conce1"n themselves only . w!ith bus:tness matters and money 

e .. f:f.airs,which. the church forbade the ftd.thful,they,the Jews,were 

thus legally condemned to become rich,to be hated,ancl murdered. 

Indeed,such murder wore at that time a religious rn.antle,and it meant 

that we o·ught to kj_J.l those who had once inurdered our God.'.11hat ve1"y 

people which had given the world a God,e.nd whose entiJ'.'e life breathed 

di:wine devotion,was now denmmced as a deicide • 11 

Then follows a· lengthy discuss:lonof the 1ni'luenoe exerted by the 

Bible on the civilized natlons.He accountB for this ready acceptance 

of the Biblica.1 spirit on the ps.rt of the nei.ti:ms,by saying that the 

Teutonic smd Celtic peoples have an prgo.nic 1 ik:eness :with the Hebrews. 

Moses and. Jesuc➔ were great st,atesmen ! the latter was the greatest 

Socialist thnt ever lived,the former,instead of a.ttemp~,ing the imposs ... 
~ 

ible, stJ'.'ove to moral :1.ze property-ownei>ship, slavery ,etc .rJ:he lode-otar 

of Moses I s career was freedom;he hated slavery· ,refused to justify it, 

a.nd by patient effort wrought an ameliorat:i.on of t.he social and 

econom:i.:o conditions obtaining among his peonJ .. e • 

1fi8t04 
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