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PREFACE, (

This paper attempts to follow the Jewish utterances of Heilnrich
Heine ,and trace the causes asg far,as they are ascertalnable,whlch
gave rise to them. |

It would have been much more convenlent to have added additional
chapters on the conditlons of Germany at the time of Heinels birth,
but I have tried rather to note th@Achange of such conditions as
his 1ife went on.I'have,as far as is needed for a study of this
nature,given all the historical date neeessary to explain any of
the poet's works or attitudes.

Since much of his Jewish feeling wag inherilted,I have devoted
a chapter to his ancestors.Beyond the facts absolutely indisgpensable
for our understanding of Heinefs view=point,I have presented no
biographioalr@aterial,ln this way,the attentlon is never diverted
from the work in hand,nam&ly,to find and interpret the Jewish
elements in Heine'’s works.

Since much of the critical material about Heine is the express-
lon of a pergonal view-point,I have triled to avoid aesthetlc inter-

pretations.Some cen find a Jewish element in "Auf Fliegeln Des

Gesangas";thatris their privilege.But anything like sclentific exact= (7

itude cannot be obtained unless we agree to dispense with the subtle-

ties of literary and art criticism,
I have also tried to keep in mind that we are not dealing with

an ordinary mortal,but with the most capriclous of artists,In view

of this fagt,it is impogsibla tp lend credemoe to a1l his utterances.

We must always take Heine "cum salis grano",
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HEINE'S ANGESTRY‘.
f
'Wé shall have [further occasion to refer to the striking 4if-

- ference between the two great Jewish litterateurs of their time-
Heine anduBBrne.Po one has brought out with finér sympathy the
cheracjteristic attitude these two quondam friends evinced towards
Jewdsh Life and its problems than Georg Brandes,anothsr Jew.No one
has deplcted with finer incisiveness the causes which led to thelr

Ifjma neipa

drifting to oppesite poles in their views on the labor of
tion which agitated the oarnest idealists of their period,end as o
subsidiary queztion,the solution of the Jewlsh problem.A hint

which Brandes throws out with reference to their different Jewish
training leads us-for the pufpose of our subject-to de@@op? at
greater length the matter of Helnes's andestry and youthful en-
vironment. »

Strangely enough,Heine and BSrne labored at the same cvisim
in German~ Joewish 1ife,weredescendants of Jewish stock,led nearky
similar‘éraers,rppresent@d kindred ideals in literatfure and poli-
ties ,and even possessed similar traits.Still,despite these like-
nesses they were'two.diametricallyvopposed natures,who,because of
varying vioissitudes,sﬂhck out aé&ng different paths,and naturally
atbained to‘unlike philosophies of life.Precisely as Heine revealdd
Jewish racial tralts, so did‘Bérne in his life-tlme betray his
kinghlp with the same people.The fact,however,ls,that while we
look in vain for specific proofs of B%rnehbJewish sympathy in his
writings,we know thet Heine,reared in a specifle milieu,never lost

his spiritual connection withthnings Jewish.




‘;‘As a resulit,bo quote silenenstock, "Heiue aiways observes anq'juam
ges the condition and spirituai attainments of his'people from
Witnin,while Borue trests of tnem as aa' out-sider”.Jjust as Litthe
ofpporanu sympathy as _BBrne pogsessed, just so littie was he
aple to peaebbate tnhe core of tne Jewisn gouLy,and aaalyze 1ts
problenms j just @é Littie oi poetic inspiration he possessed,by
go 1ittle could he grasp the signlticance of Jewish history and
1iterature with #iis anhantingly attractive poetry.Iin these fe—
gspects,Heine was a direct opposite to him.He was too much or a
gel{-eritic~had too much "soul",to wverlook the ridicule that con-~-
-version must entall for him;B%rme,on the contrary,remeined calmly
? undisturbed,and could not feel ,in its true depths, the bitter irony
of thig tragic act.sdrne on the other hand,spesks with the accent
of a Hebrew'pPOPhet,but,unliké Heine,he misses the richness and
warm glow that the other discovered in Biblieal lore and made
his own.sorne analyses jéwish 1ife as a journalist would,leine
transmutes it as apoety
These tew suggestions lead us to the thought that while both

wepe of the same origin and were endowed with kindred qualities,
their mode of development in later lire,coupled with an entirely
ditrferent training,succeeded in accentuating just those qualities
in which they ditfered ,To quoté Bienenstock agaln, "they werne two
sprouts of the same steﬁ,alike in torm,but qulte different in gugl-
ity !

por an explanation of this phenomenon we must look back into
the maniifold ramiiy relationships of our author-these relatlonships

that appear so strikingly maniiest in Heines spiritual uniolding.
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The sncestorsg in whose adventures he revelled,his parents,
with their peculiar attltude toward thelr social and religilous
position-these must be touched upon Dekore we study ﬂeines youth
and educatlon.Perhaps they wlli be able to shed some 'light on
the never=ceasing current of Jewlsh consciousness that coursed
through him even at a point rar removed rrpm his peoples

The greater part or our gnowigdgeabout Heinds antecedents,
especlaiiy that part which deals with their Iniluence upun Ll
and his own reaction towards'them)ia to be gleened irom his
MEMOLRS ,written later in life,when calm Judgment could apportion
to the various members of his family thelr just due of respongi=~
bility tor his Jewish sentiments.According to the poet,the chief
influence was his mother.In the above-mentionead mEmulﬁ@ne declaires
"My mother played tne chiei rote in the history we my development,

end she plarned the progrem of all my studles% She wes adescenaant

o1 en old highly-respected ramlly ven Celdern,which, at the begln-
ning Qf the eighteenth oentury,when ag yet the‘Jews dreamt no¥y

of emencipatlon,had begun to feel the urgent need forvenlighteﬁ~
nent;&coording to Strod%mann(i.p.é ff.),they had ,inladﬂiLion“to
thelr ﬁusinass interasts,devot@d themselves.to science and the
arts,and,in thelr little town of Dusseldorf,rejolced invtheir>
reputetion as an especlally accompl ished and eultured family.One
critic has been acute enough to suggest that this unusual posiltion
of the Van Gelderns among the Jews of Dusseldorf mey be due to =
théir foreign origin.They had emigrated about the year I700 from

Holland-as wmay be conjectured from their nsme-and had come to this




city in the Rhine provineces,bringing with them a noble bearing
énd}edueation,features by which .the Jews of Holiand_had been
distinguishﬁ; among thelr eorreligienista.Lazarus Van @eldgrn,
Heine's great-grandfather,had reaped high honors at the court
of the Elector of the Pfal%z,to whome Dusseldqrf_fo#merly_ba— ‘
longed .This mey have been due to his great riches,of which Heine
: ralates in his MEMOIRS,his old gfand—aunt WQuld ﬁell him fasoina~
tiwg tales.However,as a result of a protracted and‘highly_expgn—
sive.law~suit,this ancestor lost his wealth.His son,who had been
studying‘medébine at the University,had to have recourse to his
mother's jewels.Two generations later Heinrich's mother had to . -
meke the same sacrifice for her son.This willingness to go to
all lengths fop the educatlon of the chi?dron'seems to have been
a heir-loom'in the Heine femily.Heines grand~father,Gottscalk
van Geldern,for whose medical training this unusual devotion was
exacted,began the prastice of hils profession in Dusgeldorf.
Gottschalk's son,Joseph,pursued the seme craft,and for very
ovident reasons.Medicine was at that time the only profession
open to Jews.The gates to chgrﬂga;l@ngs»was pighhly}bgrricaded
against them,and it required many years of(struggle_until they
wepe finally opened.Medicine was"open_to}thembb@pause for,
many years pest the__Jews_had ldentified themselves with this
calling,it being a well~known fact that the pri%ate phys ledan
of many a kinghénd noble in former days had been a Jew.

Heines mother,Peirchen,or as she was later called,Betty,

was the real pride of her famlly.Inspired by the intellectual




tendencles of her immediate feamily,she had since her earl] lest

youth,taken a lilvely interest in.th@ work and spiritual 1ife of
" her learned‘father,to whom she wag wont to read mediesal tragts/
and whom she often astonished with her thoughtful questipns.
Strange as it may seem,she devoted herself to philosophy and
poetry,for both of which flelds she later betraydd a curious
aversion.ﬂer spare time she devoted to music,playing that very
flutewhlch in his MEMOIRS Heine refers to as a pet toy for his
housewcat.Furthermore,Betty recelved a splendid;yvordered educaw
tion,speaking fluently both French}an@_English,and evincing a
remarkable freedom from sentimentallty,thet bane of so many
contemporary blue~stockings As an ard@ntragmirer of Goethe and
pupll of Rousseau,she attalned to the deistlc view of the world
so prevalent at that time throughout the intellectual wphere.She
read Plutarch,was permeated with ldeas of freedom and equality
and as a ratlionalistjdeveld of superstition and religious
pre judiee,she was filled with a horrof of fanaticism.In her con-
sclence she sought a sanctlion for her moral%y,and_in‘reason a ‘
foundation for her religion.hs a disciple’ of Rousseau,she busied ‘
hergelf with the education of her chlldrenjone of her hobbies, |
a8 Helne remerks.Bill her last breath she preserved a loftily &» !
touchingrmqtherb love for her_ghildren,filling'them in turn with | ‘
a deep reverence for her,so beautifully volced in Helne's famous
sonn@t?l am wont to bear my haad gulte proudljz}d _ o

_Vilt is interesting to note her love for Germany despite the

powﬁﬁnof the French Influence thaet held sway indﬁ%% Rhine pro-

vinces .Although she shared her hushand's keen admiration for




Napoleon,she did not allow her patriotism to be disturbed, cur=
iously co-mbining her respect for the brave Corsican with her -:

unquene@?ble German patriotism,
~In her household she wes very economical,not caring for money

to any alérming dggree,offsetting her apparent parsimom@y by a
1avish_expenditure of quiet charity.8till,she was eminently sus-
c@ptible to pomp im any form,whether that of the kingdom or of
the house of Rothscild,whose splendor she wishedto see repeated
in her own family,Lat&r,however,crushed by numerous misfortunes,
she 108@1herrppssesssians,and,maint&ining_herAformer dignity and
independence,lived gquite alén@,rasenting well-meant intrugion,
and conoentraﬂing her‘lifawinteresﬂ on her children end blood-
relatives.highly Jnteresting is the fact,that,versed in modern
lenguages as she was,her 1ater correspondence wes carried on
solely 1in Yiddishfﬁs a»regult,hgr sonueould never be permltted
to forget thernatub@_of his origin.Like a chain from the past
this apparently insignifiment bond,never loogened,must have kept
him tightly drawn to his early Jewlsh memories.,

In the MEMOIRS we find a charming portrayal of Simon van
Geldern,Betty's brother and our author's uncle.His nephew painbs
him as a half~ﬂcomie,ha1f~earnest figure,dresged in old fashion~
ed gpp@rgl.ﬁaving_studied the humanitles in the Jesuit College,
he enterdd no University after the death of hie parents,but re-

ma ined in Dusseldorf,wbere he led a busy life,indulging in
harmless fads,writing poiitical pqmphlets or sending communica-
tions to obscure newspapers and perilodicals.He would make presents

of his writings or pamphlets from his enormous collsotion to the




young.poet,urging him meanwhile to pr@sepute his'studies'and ex ~
horting him inwall things to be honeﬁt and  falthful .We read the
following in the MEMOIRS :"This uncle it was who exerted great
imfluence upon nmy spir¢tualrdevelopment,and whom for this reason
T must thank unceasingly.No matter how widely our views differed

or how laborious hls efforts in literature may have been,still it
was he whogexcited in me the desire to try literary expression.”
o f Through this uncle,Helne became aware of a grand-uncle,
also named Simon van Geldern,who had died in I774.Rummaging through
the book—shelves of his father,he found some musty old books and
diaries kept by this grah@euncle,Through these he revealed himself
.to young Heine as a spirited romamtic apparition'of the'Middle
Ages,appeal ing thus most piquéntly to his youthful imagination.,

- 3he 1ife of that anpeétof had been spgnﬁ in travel.In North Africa
he had learned the art Qf gun»mak;ng»and.prospered therein, jour~
neyed then to Jerusalem,where he expected to Indulge .in mystilc
rites on Mount Moriah ,then became captain of a Bedouin tribe,which
professed Mosaism,and ag the head of this band he turned out to

be a veritable plagﬁe for pessing caravens.In oriental splendor

he returngd to Burope,visited many courts,and after numerous os-
capades,landed in England and while there wrote French and Eng~
lish verse,dying for all kis resourcefulness,in dire poverty.

Heine characterises him in the following significant wordsihe

was half -enthusilast who strove,for coemopo}iten,world-healing
Ubopilas,half knight of fortune who, with a i@nsciousne%s of his

 individual poweq,breaks or over-leaps the decayed barriers &f a
4

decayed sgoclety.




Although we hear a great deal from Helne about his mother and
’ ' ) ) {

her famlly,there is a remarkable lack of information ceoncerning

his father's side.But Heine excuses himself by saying that his

father had come as a stranger to Dusseldorf where he had no rel-

atives.It was from his mother's relatives that he had heard so
many teles to fire the lmagination,on hils father's there was
no one but his‘fahber‘himselfeand he we.s very_ohary of words.
Hein@fs paternal grandwfather;whpm‘he knew only through his
father's laconic description es'a little Jew with a big beard,
wag called Ghaim B&okab@fg,aﬁter the eity Buckeb%fg.ﬂe was a
decent sort of a fello-w,had eagerly wtudled the Bible andthe
Talmud,andrreared his children as rigid adherents of the
Jewlsh ritual.Cheim had married the daughter or a very wealthy
Hamburg panker,and had taken hils oride to his home town.out,

vurg,dying there at an early age .Her beauty was transmitted

to her children,for both Solomon the uhcie,and Simon,the fa= __

ther of Heinrich Heilne,wepe dlstinguished for thelr handsome
appearanceo .

o - Somewhat of a fop,with effeminately attractive
features,Samson Heine devoted himself to the Joys lilfe off-
ered.He spent quite a rilotous youth,indulging inn horges,cards,
hounds,ete.Attached as provientmelster to the Prince Ernst of
Qum&erland,hg_was devoutly given over to army life.Like his
wife,he had an innate fondness -for pomp of every description,
and en joyed nothing better than the wearing of hhe varilegated

miform.When he came to Dusseldorf to marry Betty,he founded a
cloth factory which sold to Napoleors army.Bub he was funda-




mentally no business men,and naver became rich,He dalighted in
giving almws.In his younger days Samson was a thoroughly ortho-
dox Jew. In I797 he was one of the pillars of the pioug "Soclety
For the Practice of Human Benev.-olence and Reclting of Psalms

(for the dying)" ."But",es Puetzfeld remarks,"allof thils was
more & result of his pipus educahion than true convietion, for

~as soon as the splrituaslly insignificant Samson Heine,the ty.
pical representative of Eastern Judalsm,married Into the Geldern
family,their deliberative educetion made 1tself stromgly felt,
and bhils enlightened spouse was soon able to glve his religilous
views a different turn".Thererdpes not seem at any time to have
been in hhe man any deep religlous stirrings.

A His attitude towards Judailsm may be ascertained from this
letter to his son which Heine quotes in his WEMOIRS:'"Dear Son,
Your mother allows you to study philosophy with the Rector Scha1¥~
meyer.This is her affair.For my own part,I do notvlike philosophy
for 1t 1s purely superstition,and I am a merchent and need my brain
for business.Vou may be as much of a philosopher as you please,
but, I pray you,dont speak openly whet yoé belleve,for you wi}l..
harm my business whgn my customers discover that I have a son

who does not belileve iIn God;besides ,the Jews would buy no more
velvets from me,and they are honest people.They are honest in
payments.and are right for sticking to theilr faith.l am your f&~

ther,older than you,therefore more experilenced; you must take my

word Ffor it when I tell you that athelsm is a great sin"With all
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this,his father was the one being Heine loved best imthe Worl@

and of hils death he always spoke with'the most poignant grief.

HEINE'S  YOUI'H

 Heines friend Neunzlg related to the blographer Strodtmann,
two s@oriasrof_the ppet's early youth,which succeeding critics
have paraded as revealing, in addition to an Intensesly Jewish
nature,a solid Jewish education.Neunzig relates that on a Sab-
bath,little Harryrhappened to be withegsing a fire,and when ask~v
ed to help he evgaded the task by ass@ﬁting"We are not permltted
to do any sort of labor on the Sabbath.The other runs something
like this:Once he noticed a cluster of juley grapes in the gar-
den,but dared not plck it on the Sebbath.He bit it off with the
explanation that the law applles to pliicking and not to biting.

Now let us try to apply a little common sense In dlgce-
erning the meaning behind these stories,granting that they are trues
We have seen that Betty Helnes training was such,that to have
brought up her son as & devout Jew must have besh nothing short
of repulsive to her.Still,other oonsiderations,obvious ones ,such
as we see acting abomt us every day/must_have_prevailed upon her
to instruct him at least in the QutWard ceremonials of Judaism.
The opinione of the three hundred Jewish souls In Dusseldorf

must have compelled her to see to it that her son knew some~




thing of the rudimentq of Hebrew Qwo Karpeles says(Biog.pg 1),
.'"Whlle the mother and father cherished ;iberq] vxewq,and while
thay practised utmost tolerance as regards thelr reverence and
practice of Jewlsh ceremonial law-~the children were reared with-
iny the jurisdiction of those old forms and observances,of whose
| spiritual significence they had no_suspicion,Wﬁioh they practiséd
ag purely external and must have felt as a burdensome compulsion‘"
qu,the two“anacqctesrwonld simply indigate that Helne bore this
compulsion only when pleasant,or else sought to avold it alpogether.
To quote Puetzfeld,"More cannot be said about the religiuos train-
ing of the boy,that he was brought up as a Jew,but not sarnestly
loyal to the law." |

While 8 mere babe,his mathar took delight in teaching him ;

the alphabet.lLater he was sent to a girl’sAschool,in charge of

an 0ld dame.Then he was<p1aqed in the private Jewish school,
conducted by the_Messrs.Rintalssohn,where,it 1s supposed,be finst

learned his Hebrew and was taught something about the Bible.

But Plotke,the most recent writer on the subject has this to say,
and 1t 1ls Interesting because it contradlcts what former criltics :
have heaped up on this subject of the boys early training:"The ' |
Jewilsh prive _te school_mﬁy have taught him a thoughtless imita =

tlon of forms and customs.At any rate,he was not bred in the spi-

rit of the Mosalc law,as Strodtmenn end his followers would

seek to prove through anecdotes .Nowhere do we hear of Hebrew

instruction~--the first rudiments are brought by the Gymnasilum,




-=nowhere do we hear of a Bar_Mitzvah.The powerful emot ions
éroused by his later reading of thé(Bible allowy us to conclude,
that in no ocase was 1t the intimate eompanion of his boyhbod
years,buﬁ 8 sudden,unsuspected'axperience in his maturer days?
(pe10) |
) | In IBO?,at_thevage of ten,Harry entered an institutien
whipﬂ#was to wake a‘1asting_impregsionrupon his poetic career.
This Was the Lyceum of Dugseldorf,odndu¢ted by the Jesuit
ardefﬂlt had been established after a militery fashlon,and the
education of the boys had in view their assimilation with the

French element.Here the instructors weee chiefly member-sof

the priesthood,and althopghwtheir mode of teaching bore schol-
astlc earmarks,still it accorded In many respects with the
demands of the new pedagpgy,xn hils CONFESSIONS Helne pays a
tribute to the highfideala fostered by the Lyceum,and lauds
the liberal spirit that ruled 18.0f course,there wereltiﬁes
when his soul rebelled against the intermineble mathematics,
Greek,snd Latin lessons.German,however he loved to'study.But
his chief joy lay in natural history and mythdlogy,while his
finest progress waes made in French.Karpeles to the contrary
notwithstanding(p.IB),tbere were lessons glven in Hebrew at
this Lyceum.One of the Humorous hits of the BOOK OF IDEAS(ch.7}
refers to the studies inthils language: o o

| "I hed better luck in Hebrew,for I hed always a great
partiality'for the Jews,although they crucify my good name,

]2




even to this hour.But I could not do so well as my watch,
ﬁhiéh had héd many Intimate dealings with pawnbrokers,and
£ﬁerafor had learned many_Jéwish cusboms ~~on a saturday 1t
ﬁould not go,,but 1t learned the holy tongue grammatlcally,
since I often discovered on sleepleds nights that it contin-
ually muttered to itselfwkatal)katalta,katalti—kitel kittaltta,
kittalti~—pokat,pokadeti~~pikat~—pik~~pik~Wf~"
- _Tberfirgt distinct reference to himgelf as a Jew,
ocours shortly after his sixteenth birthdey,in a poem,THE
WUNNEBERG IADE, WRITTEN IN HONOR OF A FELLOW STUDENT;He pictures
his companion as a pig who had come to the Lyceum for edu~
- cation.The last strophe 1s Helnesque:

But he who told you all this,

What do ypu”@hing? He ie a Jéw.

And ‘he has sung of a pilg

‘ - Out of sheer toleration. ‘

Bienenstock conjectures (48) that Wumeberg might have called
Helne a pilg ,upon Which the latter consecrated his poetic

talent to a return of the compliment.

There is no reason for supppsing that Heine,zs a child,
actually suffered at bhe hands of his fellow students.Coming as

he did,from a good and comfortable home,he would not be regarded

as a pariah.There might have been some chance of being noticed
on the scoee of his wretched German grammar,spoiled,no doubt ,by

his domestic use of Viddish.Bven his early letters display a
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gurprising ignorance of the fundementals of German orthog-
paphy and syntex.But in habit and deportment he resembled his
néighbors;he kissed the hands of the priest,and presumably par-
ticipated in the general rellgilous Instruction as then offered
by the Lyceum. ‘

Heinelreports in his MEMQIRS rand evidently with_ﬁeriuua
intent -~ that thevrector Svhallmeyer,who had concelved a deep
1liking for the boy,and who would often consult with the mother
a8 to Harry's progress,was insistent on his becoming a @Gatholic
priest .Karpeled merely noted the poet's statement,and forgoes
comment;Bienenstqck simply glosses it over by remarking: "the
mother,a rationamiat,gndrJewess,wpqld not have hesrd of 1t,
Heine himself in his later confessdoms mekes 1light of it",
Puotzfeld(Ch.2) takes 1t seriously,and includes 1t in his
interesting remsrks on Helne's early enthuslasm for Catholl-
cism.But Plotke(P.I2) appears to have stated the nature of  the
reaction experlenced by the Boy's folks at the offer,in these
Words?Yes,the indifference(to Hudaism) went so far that with
all seriosnems of mind 1t was discussed about permitting the
boy to strike out for a career in the clergy.--So Judaism first
became a problem,which,imbedded In hls head and heart,took per-
manent and imdestructible root thera.”

If we wish to complete anearly pleture of Heine,we must

remember his profound and‘livalong rever@@e for Napoieon,which
played so significant a pert throughout his 1i fe.Napoleon,who

appeared in Dusselderf in IBII and I8I2,whille honored by the

e ——




Rhine lands,was @gpecially 1oved and worshipp@d by the Jews of
that distriet.To him theyrrattributeé thelr rise in soclal sta-
tiongthe abolition of personal taxes which had been installed
that the Jews might_not be regarded as persens,but as chattel.
Tp.him‘also they aseribed thelr prosperity in business,the bulk
of whivh lay ;nrtheirlhands;What wonder,then,that they weee friends
of_the_Fv@nch,for which reason they became anathema to the old
Gormmans who,after I8I2,wished to rebulld .the old Ghettes in many
a city.As one who had profited by the successes of Napoleon,Heinds
father wes naturally very enthusiadtic over the great generals
arrival jand hls mother,who,as we have noted,was Intensely German
in her sympathles,could not refrain from bestowing her admirati@n
upon_this benevolent military_genius.af the young boyé attitude
Bienenstock saya(56):%nd when, in addition,he heard how hisg rel-
atives sang songs of praise about him,how they lauded his nobil-
ity of spirit,his kindliness,hls great-heertedness,and his love
for the Jews,it ls no wonder that,under thespell of these impress-
iong he composed the TWO GRENAWIERS ,this mesterplece of youth-
ful poetry,full of inspiration and of feeling,that his heart beat
wildly when he saw the Emperop himsel f-"himsel f~~Hossanah"--the
Emperor," 7 | | |

Since the Napoleon-worshlp plays so-importamt a role
throughout his later 1ife,it would be of velue to quote g passage

from Ducros (P.56),who,in turn takes it from Beugnot'suMemoiresf

" Now,one beautiful morning in I8II,a spectacle absolutely new was
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offered to the Ilnhabibants Q%/Dusseldorf.The Emperor had just

“arrived in thelr ecity---The chiefs of the religlons permitted
{

in the grand-~du#chy presented themselves in a single line before

'ﬁis Ma Jesty.The ohief Qf the synagogueroocupiedrthe center ,having

at his right the dean of the Cathololic chapter,and at his left
the oldest Frotéstant minister.The old rabbl had a most beauti-
ful head,which harmenised wonderfully with his costume--He spoke
in a serious tone the follbwingrwords!Sire)the ministers of thowze
religions which recognise the same God,preach the same ethics,arnd
try,althbugh by different paths,to lead men to virtue,and make
him more worthy bf life in heaven,have not separated themselves
;qnorﬁgr to render homagg‘tp‘him,who;as a New Cyrus,has rebullt
QQr,tem ples;rearad‘our altars,and reestablished the ancient ous-

toms of our solemnltles.They promise to instruct the people in

~the love of your sacred person,in respect for your laws,in

thankfulness for your kindnesses,and they feel themselves worthy
ofvsetting the example'=---- Therﬂmperor replieds "I accept your
homage and approve your sentiments:all men are brothers before
God,They ought to love anﬁrsuppbrt each other,no matter what'may

be their religious differences.You present here a beautiful ex-

| ample"

Accepting Beugnot'g account as trustworthy,ene can readily
per ceive how the plastic lmaginatinn of the fourteen-year old hoy
must have been fired at hearing the interéhenge of sentiments be-

tween rabbl and emperor.His 1ater'admira@ion is merely a reflec~-

bilon of this first enthusiasm which had permeated his youthful
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spirits.ﬂe may at times have been hils political opponent,he did

Lcond@mn his rule after the Restorationjbut he never became his ()

nemy,he did not cease to love him,evem when he found cause to

hate him.The sympathy and honor Whioh he saw 1avibhed upon the

" pero by the Rhinelands made him forever the latters.

Little more 1s known of Heine's life in Dusseldorf,except

a fow minor incldents related in the MEMOIRS sbut these have no

Jewish bearing,We do know,however,that when Helne was preparing
to leave tha Lyceum to make his dtapt In the world,there begam at
home a filerce dlscussion & sto the precise mesns by swhich this
Sﬁ?QESS,WéS ﬁqvbe attain@d,Fathefﬁmother,and.Pelatives,all had
tpeir;indiv;dual view as to the easlest path.Yet all the attempts
that weee made to find him a place in life failed to corregpond
with his temperamental beﬁ&.&t fifst he studled at the Lyceumgto
make himgelf fitted for the service of the Emperor at court--an |
ambiltion suited so well to his parenﬂa love for Splgndor.mhen he
19arned>English,geography‘and_bookfkeeping in the hope that he
might some day become a second Rothschild.Following which courses,
he entered the banking firm of Rindskopf in Frankfurt,where he
remained scaroce three weeks , then exercised his business genlusg

in a grocer's shop,but this insplration lasted only one month .

"Somewhet baffled by his fruitless sfforts at success,he returned

home ,but tried his luck once mora,this time in Hamburg.Inl8I8 he

Opened in this city,on hig own acgount,a gommision house for

Englidh goods,but he could only hold out a few months.Hls uncle

Solomon,one of the wealthy Jews of the day,recognising that the




)¢

proverblal Jewlsh instincts were not bestowed in any generous
meaéureupon hils young nephew,deqideq(to supply him.with the
means for studylng jurisprudence.&o once more the poet turned

to his home town to study Latin for college entrence.At last he
ecould enjoy a short respite of quiet/wherein he could indulge hils
own fancles for a tilme,before going again into the world.

Before leaving Dusseldorf}Heinemust have already been
pbﬁﬁessed of many of the elements that were later to come}tb_ﬁ‘ri
@hersurfaee in his writings.Let us see if we can isolate a few
of the salilent points in his spiritual endowment.ils training,
as we have séen,was 2 curi&% blend of Jewish and French learning.
On the one hand he had to conform to an outwardly Jewish rituaf)
on the other,he renped the benefits of the French culture which
prevalled ih his part of the country.0f this declded French twist
in_his eduecation Bienenstoek4saySQThe German national element
played only a secondary role,and when in‘IBIS,Heine,among other
students of the Lyceum,offered himself to fight against Napoleon,
it was merely the desire to imitate,a youthful,uncalculated step.
This wes not the result of an outbreak of national feeling,since
his love for Germany came at a later period in his life,when he
cdume into cloger contact wilth the Germans,when he himself had to
suffer because of the faulty adjustments In the Germen kingdom,
and when he wes finally foreed to eat bread in a foreilgn land,
far from relativas andfriends and pgopl@,ﬁAt.this time ,then,some
of his leadling mental traits w@re:an excessive enthuslasm for Na-

poleon,a partiality for French llterature,with lts concomitant

-




Welt-anschaumng--rationalism and skepticism.The latter,in turn,
must have had deceided influence upon Fis Jewlsh life.His parents,
as we have seen,hadrpractically compelled him to observe the
minutiae of Jewigh qustom,but they themselvss had showqﬁpno pafi
tieularAsolioitude qoncerning theirrown nor their son‘s religious
welfare.Consequently,much of the flatulent prose that has been
devoted to an exaggerated estlmate ad the permanence oL tne '
Jewlsh Leeliﬁ% which Heine imbibed in hls youth,must be taken

at great discount.xeared In an Iindlrierent Jewlsh home,knowing
Little Hebrew or Bible,having studded in a Oaﬂblioncloist@r,

and preathing constantly the mocking air of Irench influence,
Heine cannot be truthfully characterised as belng intensely Jewlsh,
when he leit for University.I pelleve thet ail refeﬁhces to the
Jows of aun exaited nature may be traced almost entirely to in-
tluences working upon him in later Life.All the Biwm charm

which he casts upon Jewlsh home 1life must have been either an
echo of his own reading-~nol of an alarmingly multirarious

nature in this particuiar rield-~or else wasg drawn from ac~-

tual contact wilth such scenes in ailter days.At any rate,I can

find _nothing to " justify the following stetement ot plemenstocks
“Hisllater attitude toward Judalsm,his love for Jewlsh history,
for the Bible,the influence of Hebrew poetry upon his creative
genius,all take root In his early Jewish training"? At the utmost,
the ﬁagts we have atAhand parmit us only to surmise that Beet the
boy must, have had a consclousness of his belng a Jew,something

different from his environment,and that this fact entailed

Ly




some dlffieulties foriim.Beyond thils,we are onunsafe ground,sndare

forced to play with delightful conjectures.

EARLY  WORKS,

I mentloned,while discussing the various phases of Heines early
struggle with Lkh finencial world,that he spent some time with
a banker of Frankfurt.The crities have not rivebed enough emphesls
on this apparently unimportent point.Let us imagine this ardent,
independent,cerefree spirit of Dusseldorf suddenly brdught to a
realisation of his place dn the universe by a glimpse of the
Frankfurt Ghetto.In his home town the\Jews-eomposed a very smell
minority and weew comfortably situatedin an atmosphere that
breathed tolerance.In Frankfurt,with its narrow Ghetto lenes,
with its Jewilsh faces seamed with care and apprehension,with its
many corners that harbored squalor and penury,he was confronted
for the first time in his 1ife by thls relentless fact--that he}
was a member of a branded people. »

_ There are a few freqqentiy'reourring_motifs in Helne's
Jewlsh utterances the primary impulse of which may be traced

to this brief Frankfurt interiude.The poet tells us how he first

met Ludwig Borne at this time during the Passover celebration. . .
S _ v _ sl i R

This event,together with a sketch of the Ghettoﬁin Heines Memoir

of Borne.There the poet also traces his inordinate love for Jew-

ish dishes to his acqeintence with them at this perlod.Repeat-

edly in his correspondence and ramarks on Jewlsh 1ife he smscks

hig lips at tha recollection of these cholce,but solid,daintiles




in which the Frankfurt Jews luxurlated atbthe holiday time.Then
too,the pecullar z@alotry which marked thls intensive Ghetto liBe
1eft a decided repujslon In his sensitive natureja dilsgust
‘which was further aggravated by the petty mesnnegses of trade as
éarried on in an environment which reeked with sordidness.We shall
have occasion again to notice to what degree of bitterness ﬁhe
poet rises as he laghes these regrettable aspects of Jewish 1life.
”“”W'VInpthe’meantime,however,we gshall content ourselves with a
digcussion of a work whieh critles deseribe as undoubtedly
taking rise during this period.This 1s the poem BELSCHAZZER, in-
cluded in the cycle YOUNG SQRROWS send belonging to the group
~written between I8IY and I82I,The inspiration for thls poem seems
to have been of a two~fold character.The first influence appears
to have been that of Byron who in I8I4 publ ished his‘famQus HEBREW
MELODIES which were transiated into German in I820.Byron,whose
gtar loomed bright in the Ggrmany of that day,was one of Heine's
most abiding enthusiasms.Noyin the Hebrew Melodles there occurs
apoem remarkably like Heine'ssjin faeb,thebeginnings of both bear
a striking resemblance to each other.But,independently of Byron
Hel ne seems to have been stung into activity by a few phrases of
the Page over Haggadah.Plotke agsigneg these two pagsages as mosL
suggestive of Helne's ppenn%ﬁyehi bachatsi halailoh mishta@gr
biehleh kodesﬂ’andbas jad kosvoh lekaaleah zul bapesaohtThe poemn
narrates in terse language the dramatlc moment of the appearance
of the hendwriting on the wall,and_without a hint as to Danlel's

interpretation of the passage there follows the concluding
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statement of the king8 death.

Comparing the poems of Byron and Heine,one mey easily reco-
gnise a difference in thelr tenor.Both men were attracted by the
pessimlism that lay imbedded in the Bible story.Byron emphasises
in all 1ts details the vanlty of humen pride and the inevitable
grave that awaits all at the end of paths ogf glory.Heine sings
a paean of praise to Jehovah by whom the Jews were avenged.The
lrony of fate is accentuated by having the king,swollen with
pride,raise a wine=filled beaker and exclaims

Jehovah, for thee I declare my etermal disdain,

-~I am the king of Babylon.

How sincerely this mirrors the sentlments of the orthodox Jews
of his day, 1s at once made clear by comparison with the Hag=
gadah which abounds in alluslons to the tyrants whom the God
~of Israel had punished.

Heilne's university courses at Bonn and Goettingen
interest us very slightly,since his real_Jewish activity begins
in Berlin,and we know of mno single event or influence that
may have directed him along this line while at the former Insti-
tutiom.Yet there is one work which,some critics meintain,was
begun at Goettingen but finished whille in Berlin in I82I.For
the purposes of our study it makes very little difference as
to the correctness or incoreectness of this view.The fact remains

that already upon his arrival in Eerlinrﬂeine was at work upon

one of his most powerful pronouncements on the Jewilsh question.




This was the dram@thlmansovﬂlt opens upon one of the most thrill-
ing ovents in modern history.Ferdin:znd and Isabella,determined bo
uniﬁe their respective countries at all costs,had hit upon the
stenderdiging of religlon as the fittesh groundwork for such
unification.The Inquisdtion became the Instrument by which Moors
end Jews were made to recognilse thatwealth,family,and 1ife depend-
od on their reconciling themselves to the prevailing religion.
Ruieckly the baﬁned Jews fled from Spaim where they had tarried
for several hundred years,dand had experienced the second blossom-
ing since the diSpersiqn.Algo,when qranada,thelast stronghold

of the stiﬁfrnecked Moors ,was laid waste,thauaands of Mohammedans
‘;eft the land to pitkh tent across the sea.This is the moment at
which ALMANSOR begins its action. ‘

Why should Heine have been led to choose such a back-
ground?Natarally there must have been an extraordinary attract-
- ion for him in this story of therexile.uévother epoch could have
appealed to his Jewish sympathies more cogpellingly than this bit

from Spanish histoby,whlch also contributes its poignant share to
Jewish annals,For,jusﬁ befere this disaster had befallen them,
Jewlsh literature had risen to its finest helghts,and the o ful
griefs which the Jews were made to bear were all the keener
because but a moment before the Spanish sun had gleamed"most
brightly upon them.One critic suggests that 1f in the following
‘lines Jehovah were substituted for Mohammed,one could wish for

no finer porirayal of the Jewlsh exille:
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"When that heppened,he took in hils arms and carried himself,the
peat of treasures,Mohaﬁmedé sc??ll,Qf'thé 1aw,this_same old and
holy p&rchment which once hiﬁ fabhers had brought with them to
spain.And so we left the flelds of our home-land and journeyed
forth,half-hesitatingly,and half in haste,as 1 something in-
visible,with white arms and meltingly sweet volce were pulling
us backwards,and yet the howls of wolves were urging us forward.
AS if 1t were a mother's kiss at her last parting,so breathed we,
full of desire,the scent'of'thg Spanish myrtle and c¢itron woods,
. while weeplngly the trees rustled about us;grlevously sweet the
alr played aboﬁ£ us,and the sorrow-stricken birds,as 1f bidding
us farewell,flubtered about us,the mute wanderers.,"

5t111l another consideration.We have seen that in Frank-
‘fgrt_ﬂeine had had an Qppqrtunity tovwitness the unfortunate
gspects of Ghetto 1ife.Now,Hamburg had no Ghetto and the Jews
were made to suffer comparatively less persecution in the Stein-
weg,the Jewish quarter,than did thelr correligilonists penned up
behind}walls;yet,for the firdt time in hds life,Heine met in
Hemburg with that raw and undisguilsed Jew=hatred thet must ha#e
geared his free spirits to the quick.Just as took place in other
cities when the French withdrew thelr armies,there occurreds in
1819,1in Hamburg,riots of sufflelent severity to convince the
young student that a reaction was setting In hard upon the war
for emandipation.@ur poetl, torn by eonﬁlioting emoﬁions, nust

then have reallsed most profoundly the tragedy that lay hidden

e
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in his_Jewish ldentity.Here he stood,a Jew by birth,grown up un-
consci@é of his people's past,dimly wonnected With them by a
trivial smettering of tradition heard in his boyhood,by a stereo-
typed performance of Jewlsh riltual,disgusted with the hollow-
negss of the pretenge as he found.it in Frankfurt and Hamburg,
~-~--and suddenly he finds himself one of a hounded family.ls 1t mot
gvident_thatralmqst inevidably thepoet's faney would fly to some
such dramotic epoch as the Inquisition period presents? There was:
an age which offered the best mirror» in whieh the imperialistic,
reactionary,anti~semitic Prussila might see an accurate coumterfelt
of itself Nith this end in view,Heine digested a number of works
on that partieular chapter of history.We know that at life's end
he returned,in LheHEBREW.MELODIES,to the same theme.

The question next preseﬁts itself:Why did Heine who had been
whipped into creative activity by these unexpected scourges in
Jewlsh life,deem it most expedient to vell his sentiments under
the thin gauze of historical example?Why did he not frankly speak
out his mind in such a crisis?f little reflectiom reveals the
prudence of this disgulse.Heine was at the time of writing a young
initiate in the realm of letters.lis early poems,to be sure,had
attracted dome attentlonibut he had not,by any means,abtached to
himsel £ thqt’permanent contingent of listeners which in later |
days was Hhds.To have spoken boldly at thls precariq% stage of his
career would have been nothing less than inviting an avalanche &f
criticlsm and enmity which would have succeeded in crushing higd

budding fame.Bven his letters at this period betray a carefil




feeling=about for patronage and kindly appreclationsa little note
from Fouqé £111s hinm with untbounded jby.He had not yet developed
thgt resiliency of which in _1aper years he nmd@ 80 much bpast,mo
prevent digaster he erected a false target;he had to smuggle in
hig ideas inpo the realm of thought.Had he dealt directly with
the Jewilsh question,he would have been attacked as a "tendensz"
writer,as a seeker after specbacular utterance.As it was,the
play was poorly recelved,nor must its fallure be attributed en~
pirely to a poverty of dragatic interest.It may be asserted with
tolerable certainty that the drame wes hissed off the stage be-
cause both Jew and Gentile fbundvthemselves reflected therefn.As
Heine remarked laber,"The move was well planned,but it missed its
mark" |
- Wwrpos€

- We may agcertain H@ine'sA not merely from internal referw
ences, but from statements which fthe author made about his pro-
- duetion in his letters.Writing to Steinmann in Oet«1820,he dec~
raradoxes ,my wisdom,my hate,my ranaticisﬁKSome erltics maintain
that all this refers to the"pangs of disprised love" which Heine
ererienced when Jjillted by hils cousin Amalie--an evant which took
place about this time--;but it gains in signilficence 1f we con-
neet it with the following,wriltten in Jan.I823,where he speaks
of ALMANSOR as"a large dramatle poem,whdse material is relig-
ioug,po;emical,and which deals‘with timely interests?To Immer «
mann,apparently In exculpation,he writes:"The local groups of

 toads and vermlin have just presented me with their filthy tokens
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of attention,they were careful to procure my book before it

came off the press,and sag I h@ar,tﬂey ingist on aseribing to
ALMANSOR 2 "teﬁdenz")and bring it torjudgment in such fashion

a8 to provoke my whole being and fill me with sovereign disgust”
This poorly concealing cloak of righteousness is whipped off by

a pessage whlch ocours later in the same letter:"Besides,I fear
that the pious people in thils country wi;lkfind much to take
exception to in this piece"(Apr.IO,IBéS),Qne suspects that Immer~
mann himself could not fail to take notice of the fiery hate

for Christians which the events of the day arbﬁsed in the poet.

VVOut Qf phe“backeground ofAthevdramm appear persons who
come into conflict with existing soclal conditlons,and fall as
viotims té these irr@Siséible forces.On one hand we have Hassan,
a fanatic,clinging rigidly to his faith,and of the other,Aly,
with his daughter Zuleima,who yield to governmental pressure,and
accept Chridtlanity.is the protagenist of the drama stands Almansop
who takes au:position mid-way between these opposité poles.He
symboliges,in a way,all~reconciling 1OVe,Whose.power is of hilgher
potency than ?eligious faith.

The story runs in this fashlon:After the~fa1¥ of Granada,
Isabella planted the erosg over the tower as a companion pilece to
the flag of Casti%ﬂé.Timid spirits,filled with'apprehensdon for
thelr safety,bowed before it;but Hassan the falthful servant of
his master Abdullah,went into battle for the old faith,togéth@r
wlth a few 1oya1'a¢hareptd.Abdullah leaves Spain with Almensor

his supposed SOn,jouPneys to Afrlea and then to Yemen,there to




awalt the better days to come.But the young Almansor could not abide

this restralntihis soul chafed at beinmg removed from Zuleima ,Aly's

'daughperuﬂeedleds_of his danger,he sets out for hie birth-place,

bent on finding her.Hagsan tries ﬁQ check his ardor,he warns him
of the Christien brood which infesls the castle where lives his
beloved.Undaunted,he is about‘tb achieve}his aim,when he 1is over-
whelmed by the newé thet Zulelma is to marry a wealthy Spaniard.
Crushed by the tildings,he presents himself before his mistres's
balcony.She hears his seranadé and rushes out to meet himLAé he
pleads with her to flee,she agrees sbut onhhe condition that he
turn Ghristian,ﬁassan then appears and offers them ald in escape
with the hope of winning Zulelma for the old faith.The lovers
flee,but finding themeelves pursudd,they hurl themselves down an
abyss rather than“suffer the palns of snother seperation.

Much energy has been consumed in the atte%% to prove

~that Heine is copying Immermann and Fouque,but when all I1s boiled

' dpwn,the folloWing facts remainvsettled.First,only}the creator

of Schnabelewopski could portray the inflexible partisan for the
feith of his fathers,Hassanjand Aly's ridiculous servant Pedrillo
is an anticipation of the ilmmortal Gumpelino.Secondly,the lead=-

ing thesls was surely Helne's,His chiefl aim,of course,was to

censure thevieclous treatment of the Jews under Frederick WilliamIIT. .

But another shaft 1s directed against one of those manifestations
of Jewish 1life,the true m@aning_of which wag jusk then being real-
ised by the young author. Historleally,the movement had grown

out of the plans of Frederitk bo force the Jews elther into bap-
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tism or banishment from th@ kingdomaﬂeine 1ls careful to lay all
the guilt for this‘parsecutiop}at the door QfAthe Catholic prieghw=
hood,which,in hls opinion,"always made its presence known or felt
whenever fauiths were to be bought or exchanged."It was ever ready
40 be bribed,even for unworthy ends,for "Priests have their
trade,and holy men have sasred alimsjthey need money for their
church~flagons snd wine with which to fill them".In a later
chapter we shall have an opportunity of treating at greater
length Heine's attitudes--for with him there is no such thing

ag one definite attitude on anything--upon g ome bf the problems
he touches upon in»thiﬁ_drama.But it is lmportant that we see

th even in this early ﬁork»thése problems,upon which he was to
.make some of his finest utterances,were already beginning to loom
large .For example,the priesthood,which Heine takes frequent
oceasion to castigate in nearly all of his wribilngs,isin this
drama charged wilth the responsibllity for the miserable plightdf
the Jews;they were,he maintains,at the bottom of the order which
burdened the unfprtunaterpe£&e with the alternative of conversilon
or exile.le himself ls Almansor,while Hassan represents the natiow-
al stubbornness of the orthodok Jew.Are not bhese words réminim
scent of Shy;ockfi see_tha Spanishidgg «There he splts on my
brother's beard? Or again,to return to ﬁbe priestg,we find him
piaaing the words in the abbots mouthjixmﬁmmx&@xx That was & bril-
1llant auto~da~fe ,1t refreshes the h@art of the ploug Chrisgtian,
and frightens the hardened sinner)Nor can one faill to recognige

the revenge which Heine tekes of the Jewlsh persecutors,when the




stricken Aly,gazing dbwn the abysa,?t‘thedrama's end,is heard

to exclaﬁm:"Now Jesug Christ,l_have need of thy word,thy consola~
tion and example.The will of the Allmighty I am unable to fathom;
but apprehension fills me:The 11ly and the myrtle shall be rooted
out from the path whereon God's golden chariot shall roll on in
proud majesty".

Confronted with the impassablercircle,th@ Jews of Helne's
day found that the only way to cross the clrcumference waselther
to flee the misfortune altogether by beptism,er to take refuge
in reforms which savored strongly of Christianity.In a later
chapter I shall discuss this reformed "Berlin" Judaism as Heine
founrd it.Suffice 1t at this juncture to mentlon that in ALMAMSOR
Heiﬁe lashes the cowardly renegedes as well as the milsled re- |
formers.Instead of finding hils correliglonists men of faith and
staunchness,as he had imagined thelr fathers to have heen,he
discovers them to be weakly creatures,mean money-grubbers,who
indulged th@irlnew1y~discovered parvenu spirits with freakilsh
diversions,inrlife as well as eeligion.These baptiged Moors--or
more accurately-~~Jews,play &a despioable role in Alnmnsor.In those
sceneg where the poet portrays the'rexationsrof the Dbaptlzed
Moors with the Christian_Spaniards;he Invariably represents
them in a half~humorous guilse.Pedrlllo the servant,who is
zealous in emulatlon of his master”gonverded to Chrilstianlity,
may not be so highly flavored as -Hyacinth,but the outlines of
thgt future worthy are already t?fﬂf'ﬂe cannot find himself at

ek
home in the new religion--a teegiesl counterpart of his tragie
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r1ord.How delightfully he presages Gumpelino's servant--he swears
ﬁontinually by the beard of the prophet;in one breath he calls on
Allah and Jesus;and when the Moors are attaecked he forgets that
they should be regarded as enemles but keeps on referring to
them as'our people".Nor does his master Aly fare better,for his
servent tells him with orossed arms"that the roast has not been
a success",while at.the same meal wkikm he must suffer while
the guests heap lavish encomfums upon the flesh and wonder how
on earth the prophet could have forbidden such & delicacy to his
nation.By such suggestive touches the poet drew the curtain on
the inner conflict which ensued ih the comvert's breast,whose
only attachment to the new faith must have been of & purely
practical nature,devoid of that fond sgntiment which he still
cherighed,in secret, for the oldrfaith,Which he had deserted.The
grand climax of this outburst of scorn which Heine heaps upon
these people 1s put in the mouth of the loyal Hassan:

"Flee this place where the new faith sprouts as you
would pest~infested places.Th@re'ona draws from your heart
with sweet tongs your inmost selfl and replaces it with a
snake.There they will pourronryouf head leaden drops,bright
and hot,so that nevermore will your brain recover from lts
wild pain,and they will fhen give you a new one,so that
when your angel ealls upon you in warning,by your old
name,he will call in vain" | | 7
| One may also discern in"Almansor'early adumbrations of
the many beautlful passeges which Heine later dedicated to that

singleness of ideal which glorified the olden Jews.In the charae-
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ter of Hassan 1s crystallized the Jewlsh rabbinieal caste,
the rigid,unshakable adherents of the old bellef.Hassan says of
himself and compeeqms:"Just_ ag the snow never disappears there
above,so never fled the glow in our breast;just as theses moun-
tains never stir,so never wavered our loyal faith",

_ I have devoted so much spave to elaboration of the
nature end significance of A;MANSOR,becauaeAit seems to focus

so many converging rays of Jewish interest.It reveals Heine

in his formatlve period,profoundly moved at his people's'plighg,
yot carefully avolding Open'conflict by ostensibly concealing
the Jewlsh purport of the work.And in this defense of the Jews
we see him fulminating agalnst conversionymongering priestlings-
against the_converté%bs“and pafqrmerg;speaking reverentially of,
the old failth and it's sincerity.We shall never knowlﬂeinefs
actual feelings in the matter,because no man ever wrote who put
more dilstance between‘his charactef and his work ,who spoke more
spontaneously or furiously a2t the least stimukus,who showed

more thoughtlessness end abandon than did Heilne.It is somewhat
disconcerting to be forced to admit thaﬁ}Heine'S reflections on
Jewish 1llfe form no conslstently organic_whoie,buh are rather
detaohed,ephemaral sparks,struak forat White heatqlﬁ the followe
ing chapters we must be content to thrust our mental reservations
in the background,and attempt to mould some sort of form out of

the stray bits which Heine has left lying about.

"
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Heime in Berlin-~w-- The Verein.
{

"Rightly bo.grasp the importance of the Verein in the spiritual
life of ,the Jews of Heine'é day)as well ag in the poet's own life,

1t is necessary that we spend a 1little study on the origins of
this soclety.One fact is clear:that it was a 10@&@&1.0utéome of
the movements in Jewiéh life of the latter half of the eighteenth
century . ) »

The first Buropean Jow Whp devot@d himself to non#Jewish cul-
ture,and who at the same time fought for the splritual emancipe-
tion of his peohple,was Moses Mendelssokn.Although he remained true
to the faith of his fathers,he ma intained that it borerno contrae
diction to the laws of modern soclety,and for that reason he plead-
ed for the civil equality of the Jew.To the Jewlsh people he dec~
lered,however,that ifrthey wished to obtein the freedom which wes
due them,and remain worthy of it,then they nust free themsel#es
from the straitening bonds of mediaeval Judaism.In spite bf'@is
preachments and personal influence,these ideas'which seemed to be :
80 aff;cacious in his'particularrcase,resulted in utter havoe in
the Jewlsh life of his friends end followers.His own daughter, -~
together with a large group of the younger generation,beoamé con~
verts to Christianity,the underlying belief being that thereby
fhis emancipation which Mendelssohn had preached,would become
gaglier.It was killingpthe goose that.laid the golden eggs. e

Only & few disciples of Mendelssohn were able to grasp his

philogophy of Judailsm,and they undertook the task of completdng




the master's work.The chief of these was Devid Friedlander,who in

1780
others in the same_path.These‘reformers felt that the most efficient
wey to achleve emancipatlon would be to eradlcate from Judaism

all antiquated customs.They opposed violently the notlon of con~
vefsion‘which the other emancipationists had adopted.But an idea

of the success of the movement in achileving the desired aim,may

be gleaned from the fact that Friedlander himself deserted and S

went over to Christianity. |

Bienenstock (pg.i@}-tracesAthe rige of theVerein from these
movements in the following masterly fashions "We can best apprailse
the spiritual role of this Regeneration in the development of Jew-
ish life,1f we recall the crippled,bent Jews of the Ghetto,turned
back on themselves,and compare themrwith the Jews of the nineteentga ~~~~~~
century.We need to know scarcely anything of the history of the
Jewigh spiritual development to be able to comprehend the enormous
progress Qf bhe Ghebtoaﬂewﬁﬂfto the’modern JewyThere he was bent
over his musty folios of the Talmud jwhich he seemed to fi1ll with
life.Here he laves himself ,filled with Joy,in the reviving foun=
tain of the modern cultures,whichrinspire him with life.There he
lived gecluded from the entilre world,devoted to trade and usury,
here open before him all the doors of the csllings.The proverbidl
stubbornness of the Jews wag first broken by Mendelssohn ,who showed
his correligi@ﬁsts how one can be & modern man,and yet keep hls
belief,provided one does not yield this belief for every civil

alleviation or privilege.Those who did not possess this consciégn

0 created a Jewlsh Frelschule,and who was followed by several SU——
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ness,misunderstood their le&der,despaired of the future of Judaw
ism,and went over in droves to Christlanity.When the orthodox saw
thils defection,they shrank back in terror,andwbaﬂd have nothing
to do with European culture.But there wefe found a few men who did
not hesitate at this critical moment.They came to the conclusion
that Judaism would suffer no harm by coming into noﬁtacﬂ with
the cultures of othér‘nati@ms,provided that they explolted these
cultures for‘the gtrengthening of their own Jewishrself§comscious~
ness.With this purpose,there was founded in Berlin,in I@Ef}the
"Werein fur Kulturruhd’W1ssens$§ft des Judentums",

In the statutes announced by the organisation in Isé?,we hhhhhh B
find the following_elucidating clauses: |

"The lack of harmony between the whole internal state of
the Jews,ahd thelr external culture,has obtained for many years,
while this people wes among the netions.But this glaring contragt
has come most noticeably to the fore In recent years.lhe new times
have called forth,by reason of an all-powsrful metamorphosis of
idens,also among the Jews,wherever they mey be,different ideals;
and‘th@sé dailyraqcentuate theoppressive feeling of eontrasgt.This
state of affairs demands a complete revamping of the pecullar edu~
cation and mode of 1life which has persilsted among the Jews till
the present day.It requires also,thelr reaching to the spme stands-
point Whichvother European nationsrhave attained.Since,this mod if i
caﬁion_gan come only through the Jews_themselveg;it muau)furtherw
~more,be,not the work of the entlre organism,but must have as authors

kindred spirits,the more intellectual classes.To achleve this aim,




the Verein proposes the fcllpwimg methodgian association of those
people who feel themselves oapable,thrdugh power and calling,to set
the Jéws in harmony with their age and states whereln they live,
by means of an educat lonal d@%@lopment from within.On the one hand,
1t will meke use of anything thet may inarge the realms of intelli-
gence ,as for example,fopndingrof sehools,sem@naries,aoademies,aotive
employment of literary and other public arts.On the other hand,the
tendencies making for dlscord with the complete program will be
Vsuppressed,by leading the rising generation into professions,arty,
agriculture,and scholarly purstits,and by cwushiﬁgi the one=silded
inclination for trade ,and by remolding the soclal relationships
by chenging their tone", |

A program of this nature must have bespoken the llveliest
Interests of the younngein@_as hg came in contact with the Jewisﬁ
intelligenoe.of Berlin.In the broad sweeps of Jewish history,such
an organisation fails to attract att@ntion,simply becouse,l ike
all visionary programs,it lacks the support of the multitude,which
cannot breathe such rarified Utopian air.Bven in the upper circles,
which we shall study a 1ittle closer 1n the next chapler,we shall
find little sympatﬁy with the avowed alms of the soclety.Such oppoéim
tion of feeling we r@oognisa in our own day between Reformed and
Cultural Jews-~~the latter class including a large type of Zionists,
soclal workers,commmniyy eduqators,@tc.From.Heine's strictures on
the Reformed Jews of his day,we dlscover that to the average presper-
~ous Berlin Jew,the Verein bore the same relation as,let us say,the

Reform Jew of to-day bears to the Academiclans.Regarded from a broad
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view~point ,the Verein was simply a logical phenomenon in the
Jewish world of that period,but @phemeral,and nearly fruitless,as

far ag larger movements go.Still,since it was a powerful stimulus

for the awekenlng of the Jewisgh Tfeeling in Heine jand,furthermore,
because most of his Jewish aquaintances were membepé of the organiw

zation,and he himself was for a_ﬁime one af itg active members,it
| deserves a modicum of detailled attention. |

In the personelle of the Verien we find several noted names.

Chilef among them 1s that of Eduard Gans,whom we ghall have occagion
to meet, further in this study.In addition to being one of the
greatest jurists of his age,he devoted himself earnestly to the
creation of a philosé%ic basis for the actual work of the soclety.
&n ardenﬁ student of Hegél,he hoped to bring Judalsm into the march
of progress as outlined‘by that popular_philosopher of histdry.
Without delving Into the subtle ramifications of thls scholastic
Jewish structure,it wikil be sufficient for the purpose of our
study merely to indicate that the germ of his hope was the continued
and afﬁective operation of Judaism among the nationg,without the
assimilation which alweys ensued upon contact with other peoples.
It was a "permanence of the whole, just as a stream persists in the
ocean",To expedite the attainment of this goal was the aim of the
Verein, o | - _
Gans,then,was the}philoséiical exponent of the ideals of
the Verein.To bring these to public notice wes the duty assigned
to Leopold Zunz,who,In the interests of the socliety,conducted the

"weltschrift fur dile Wissansé%ft des Judenthums".To devote a few
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lineg to the work of this master of J ewish knowledge would barely
indicate his lmportahce for our gub Jebt.To do more would be beyond
the limits of this studg.Suffice it to remark of Zunz that he was
the mogt zealous spirit of the soclety,that he was the last to leave
it;and while Gans and others went so far as to convert bo Christiwﬂ
anity,he remﬂined true to the faith of his fathers.

B A third,whose neme 1s familiar chiefly because the valuable
pulg of his correspondenge»withlvHeine is preserved,was Moses Moser,
who,with Gans and Zunz founded the Verein in November ISI9.Other
members with whom we meet in Hein@'s letterg,were Marcus,Wohlwill,
Eriedlander,Bendavid,and Lehmann,Perhaps we shall meett some of
them again in Helne's quoted passages.

In August I822,Heine became a member of the organisation.
With his pharact@ristie enthuslasm,he imm@diately devqted himself

to those aspects of the erk in which he took delight.He had charge
of the correspondence,he taught in the little school establlshed

by the socilety,persuaded his uncle Simon to become one of them,
1aboredvto improve the Perdedical,and proposed to wrilte a paper

on the Judenschmerfz.It was at this time that Heine.made a visit

to Poland;and published his first prose work "UEBER POLEN".

‘ This little work ls importent in that it betrays a keen
insight Into Jewish affairs,and already at this early stage he
delights in poniarding the weak spots of contemporary Jewdom.
Furthermore,the Polish Jew is poftrayed as a happier mortal than

hilg brother in Posenzhis Jewish neilghboFs display a more clogely-
pmknit sentiment of brotherhood than do the distracted elements of

Pogen Jewry.In fact,the incisive satire employed by the young writer




~drew upon him biltter rejoinders from gis German contemporaries.lIn

a letter to Wohlwill,April 7,I1823,he writes:"This paper has>stirred
up the whole grand~duchy of Posen.Already in Posen papers,criticisn,
or rather,insults,thrée times the slze of the article;have appeared.,
And these came from the Germans whé cannot, forgive me because I have
portrayed tham 80 faithfully,and haverraised the Jews to the tiers
etat in Poland".At the risk of destrofing balence,I shall ﬁranslate
that part of the article which desls directly with Jewish affains.
8ince nmuch of our knowledge of_Heine's reaction to the Jewish prob-
lem is to be pleced together from desultory remarks scattered through
a number of various productlons,it is refreshing to discover a lengthy
passage definitely devoted to a phase of Jewilish life.

"Between the p easant and the nobles of Poland stand the Jews.
These constitute practigally more than one~fourbkh of the population,
purgue all trades and business,and may properly be termed the tlers
etat of Poland.Our compilers of statisties who iw a1l things apply
the German,and never the'Freth standard,err wh@n they maintain
that Poland has no tiers etat,because Q@s stratum of society iswgiigt

il

sharply distinguished from the others,because 1ts members ,kecauze

of a misundergtanding of the Old Testament ,have failed to find favor.
Furthermore,because externally they appeer remote from the ideal
qfvagreeabl@ gitizenship,which is so neatly and devoully pilctured in
the pocket~books of Nurewberg ladies under the ilmage of metropolitan
narrow-mindedness.It 1s clear then,that the Jews,because of their
number ahd pogition,are of greater political importance in Poland

than with us in Germeny,and that,if we wish to speak the truth about
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them,we need something more than the grand pawn=shop outlook of
gentimental writers from the north,or the natural-philosophical
profund ity pf the gpiritual shopkeepers from the south.x we.s
informed that the'aews of the grand-duchy stood on a lower soclal
level than their Eastern correliglonists.I shall not say anythilng
definite of Lhe Polish Jews,but suggest rather David Friedlandeﬁﬁw
"On the Improvement of the Condition of the Israelites in the
Kingdom of Poland, 'Berlin I8I9.8ince the appearance of this bbok,
which,despite an unwarranted lack of appreciation of the merits
and moral significance of the rabbis,is written with a remarkable
love for truth and hgmanity,the condition of the Polish Jews has
not changed to any nqticeabie degree.In the grand-duchy they are
sdld to have had exclusive control of the trades,as they now have
in the regt 6f Poland;now,hoWever,one sees many Christian workmen
immigrating from Germany,and the Polish peasants also seem to find
trades and other modes of industry more to their liking.It is
strange indeed that the Qrdinary Pole becomes a shoewmaker,brewar,
brud;stilleroln Walishei,a suburp of Pdsen,l found that invariably
every other house was adorned with a shoe~maker's slgne.in that part
of %2%g;32 which belongs to Prussia,no un-baptised Jew may attain
a eivil position;in Ruasian Poland they are admitted to all offices,
bedause it is looked upon as profitable there.There,moreover,the
argenic of the mines has not been sublimeted to an ultra-plous
philosophy,and the wolves of the old Polish woods have not been
trained to howl with historie citations.

It would be desirable for our government to train the

Jews of the grand~du¢chy im a love for agrilculture-~for there are




very few Jewish husbandmen there.In Rusaian Polend they are numer-
ousg.The aversion for agricglture_whi;h the Polish Jew displays,
arose evidently with hils former aquaintanece with the sad plight

of the enslaved peasant.lf‘the peagantry were to raise themselves
from the present low;level,then would the Jews seize the plowe.
With few exceptions all the inns are in the hands of the Polish
Jews,and their numerous distillehies are very_harmfgl to the’land,
since they encdurage drunkenness_among the peasants.s~-Bvery noble
has(afdmw in the village or city,whom he oallsvhis?factof;and who
prdvides for all of his commisions,purchases,sales,and inquiries.
This is an original arrangement which reveals the indolence of the
Polish nobkeman.The material state of the Polish Jews 1s frightful.
I shudder when I recall how I first saw a Polish village,behind
Meseritz,chiefly inhabited by Jews.The W##cksche Wochenblatt,could
not fill me with such vomiting revulslon asg the sight of these
dirty tatﬁergd formsjand the prpudvspeech of a third-igflass boy,
zealous for athleticvgrpunds and fatherland,could notyﬁortuye my
garg so excruclatingly es did the jargon of the Polish Jews.However,
disgust was turned into pity when I observed the condition of these
people more closely,and noticed the pigwsty holes wherein they
live, jabber,pray,and tradey=and suffer.Their‘;anguage is Germean,
permeated with Hebrew and adorned with Polish.In early times they
-had emigrated from Germany on account of religlous persecutions,
for the Poles,in guch cases,have always distinguished themselves

through*tolerance§When some hypoerites once adviged a Polésh king

to compel the Protestants to return to Catholiclsm,he replied

H|
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s
Mgym rex populorum,sed non consclentérum".

The Jews firsE brought trade to Poland and were favored with
éﬁecial privileges by Casimlr the Great.They appear to have beemn
'ﬁuch nearer the nobleg than the peasants;for,accordimg to an old
1aw,when_a Jew turned to Christisnity,he was eo ipgo raised to the
nobility.I cannot tell'why this law haes disappeared and Llost ite
cogency.In those early days the Jews ranked far above the nobles
1,‘in culture and spiritual powers,for the latter merely pursued the
‘  rough mllitary profession and lacked the French polish.The former

constantly busled themselves with thelr Hebrew scilentific and w&li~

‘glous books,for whose sghke they had virtually forsaken their father-

1and and the comforts of life.Menifestly,they have not kept pace
with Europaan culture,and their splritual world has gunk into a
disagraeable superstitious falth,which an”ingenioﬁs scholasticism
wrenches into a thousand fantastle shapes .3t 1ill,In splte of the
barbaric fur cap which covers the head,and the still more barbaric
ideas which fill the»lattér;l esteem the Polish Jew far more than
many & Germen Jew whé wears a bolivar on his_head,andvcarries Jean
Paul in his_mind.Through his sharp isolation,the character of tiwe
Pol;sh_J@W aquired a unity;when he breathed the ailr of tolerance,
this character received the stamp of freedom.The inner man did not
turn into a@FQUod_libet"eompound of heterogeneous feelings,nor was
it concerned by being constrained by the walls of the Judengassﬁin,
"Frankfort,or all=wise municipal laws,or kind legal 1limitations.

The Polish Jew with his_dirﬁy firs,filthy beard,and odor of garlic,
'Mapqrhis“jargon,is more agreeable to me than many others in the

magnificence of their government securities’
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Here and there in Heine's letters appear references to,thg Verein,
“sometimes i1t is merely to r@mind_Moseblthat he 1isg stili‘atﬂached
by sentiment to the organisationjat other times he finds fault
_ﬁith the wa¥ in which thé Zeitsohrlift is edited;but we. find no di-
rect sta@@ment anywhere as to the aims and attainments of the
-movement ;Howeves,in later years,he takes the occasion of an ebituary
Qf Marcus,x844,one Qf its members,thstate briefly hils attitude
towérds the Verel m,From the tenor of the passage we know that 1t
‘is no longer the youthful,eag@r>ﬂein@ that speaks,It is a disillus-
ioned man who had dreamt of greater fields of activity,who now In a
E path@tic vein recalls the nalve attempt at solution of the Jewilsh
‘prpblem.IN the.fpllqwing excerpt he means to indlcate ﬁhat all the
work of the soclety,withits practical ambitions was to fade away,
till nothing but & few gcholarly articles were left to testify to
there ever having existed a body 1ike the Verein.
"Men endowed with spilrituality attempted to rescue a cause which

was long dead.Thelr greatest success consisted in thelr finding

the bones of dead warriors on the battle-flelds of the past" A Little
further_on in the sa1e essay,he notices the reourrenée of & common
mqtif in Jewish 1ife."The esotéric_purpose of this_Verein was no
other than a reconciliation of historical Judaism with modern science,
of the latter of which it wag agsumed that in éﬁurse of time it would
attain uhiversal sway.Under gimilar circumstances,in the time ofPhilo
1t was attempted with more or lesgs faillure WK‘When.Greek philosophy
declared war against all the old dogmas.There wags no question of
_sgﬁgmatig;ahamaenlightenment,still lesgs of that emancipathon of which
:they prate nowadays In such a soulless fashion,so that one loses

interest in the whole matter",




HEINE IN BERLIN«~-w- REFORM JUDAISM

{

While yet in his fifst days in Berlin the Verein commandeéd
muech of Heine's devotipn;butvhe‘was fortunate enough to broaden
hie outlook on Jewish affairs through.intereourse with some pf
the int@llectual elite of the perilod.In the salons of Rachel ad d
Eliza von Hohenhaussn,the.poet firstvscented the sweet savor of
fwcouragement and appre@i&tiﬁoTher@ he had made the aquaintance
of the leading spirits of the Verein,and there also he was to gsee
at nearer view those representatives of Higher Jewish circles

who were to call meny a brilliantrthruat from his Ppen.Besides thke
Qisinteyasted.academioians who dallied with del}lghtful dreams of
of the future,there came to the solrees of Heine's gifted patron-
esses, men who professed the newer rellgion--Reform Judeism.

| As we have seen,the Verein paild little attention to one
of the momentous problems which was then racking Jewlsh souls.,
Men of the type of Gans were vitally concernad with the adjust-
ment of the Jews to their @nvdronmentwwculturally,socially7,and
poliﬁcally.PPoblemsvof such nature may be treated theorgtieally;
one can wrlte lengthy treatises on the status of the Jews in
varlous countriesjone can compose eloquent pleas for equality;
and, from the study,one can exhort the indolent messes to decilslve
& tion.Sueh tasks were eminently suited to the type of mind that
went to create the Vereln and lts platform.But the practical task
they ignored because of indifference ,or neglected because of

inebility to cope with it.What was thas problem?




| Although 1t was not exactly a‘cthomitant of the civie and cultu~-
ral reform movements of the day)the réligious reform movement
which arose as a nevessary result of the enlightenment process
ig ,for our purpose,sufficlently déscribed as bound upintimately

with the former developments.The raligious movement was based
golely 6n.the notion that the effete mediaeval Judaigm,encased in
ghetto forms,was no longer appliseble to modern comditions,nay,
could not be adspted to modern~-day exigemcles sinee it hindered
the desired»rapprqchament with other natlions.To help,agowempl ish
such a chenge it was as necessary to beform the religious ser=

~vice as well as the educatite methods..Some urged a reform based
on sclentifice~historicael lawsjothers planned a remodelingbof
Jewish law and ritual to meet modern demandsj;and still éthers
wﬁe'oontentvwith merely omitting @he laws petrifiedvb@yond avail~
ib11ity.In all groups one factor was prominent ,namely,a half-
disgulséd disinclinmatlon to emphasize the mational * aspects of
Judaigsm. ,
o When Helne came to Berlin he was=--to employ the term accor-
ding to its current value-~ an indiffere mtist,For the Jewigh
religion he had very 1ittle interestj;in fact ,we may surmise
ﬁhat he was filled with good-natured contempt for the positive
aépects mf.the}faith;lt is trﬁe,however,that befobe his Berlin so-
Jjourn he had bsgun work on his ALMANSOR ,which would indicate that
he felt a keen interest in Jewish affairs.But the reader of thé

‘-drama may recognize that while Helne speaks of the old falth
* with warmth,he need not,from this fact alone,surmise that the

~ author was an adherent of orthodox Judalsm.ALMANSOR was written

- a8 a response from an outraged Jewlsh consclousnese to the per-

e




secutéons of the oppréésqr;but in those days,as well ss In later
life,Heine betrayed no love for Judaésm as a practiced,positive
religion.He was’already>impervié§ to the demands of the faith,
nor @id he ever arouse withiﬁhhimself any enthusiasm for the
cause which he repeatadly defended in highly sentimental lan=
guage.In I823 he .wrote to Moser,in reply to an inquiry from
Hamburg,as to his willingness to espouse the Jewish cause:
"that he,as aréh—anemonf all positive religioms, does not
care to champion a faith that has been the ceuse of so much evil
in thﬁﬂwovld.ﬁowevev,should he be tempted to take up the cudgegls
in its behalf,1t would be merely a case of sentiment or stub-
boraness.In itself the Jewish rellglon 1s not only a matter of
indifference to him,but is positively hateful to him",

7 Heving come under the compelling sway of @ans ,4ung and
Moser, the young poet threw himself whole-heartedly into the
Jewilsh cause.As T have Indiceted,the nature of the Verein was
such. that 1t could not fail to rivet the emphasis on the nation-
allstic,rather than the religious aspects of Judaism.YVet,as 1t
wag theoretieally regarded as a part of the Jewish fleld--
the Verein had unconscighly to adopt & sympathetic attitude
towards orthodox Judaism.It may have been a neglected spot of theo
figld;but?sentim@nt pronougcadhitAan_in@egrai one.Tt follows
that the ideals of thgﬂVergin would clash with those proclaimed
by the Reform leaders,who,while accentuating the religlous ele-
ments,neglected all the national factors of Judaism,together

with their'concomitant7problems.1t is clear that some contra-
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dictinn ﬁust perforce manifest 1ltself in a mind which on Jewish
éu@stions felt aa_Heine’s.Puetzfeld resolves this anomaly most
;ccgratély when he says(Pg.éO):"ﬂeine insists that the Jews re-
main true Jews in the religlous as well as in the national conno-
tation of the termj;so he antagonises the partisans of the compro-
mise movement in Berlin and Hamburg,and designates himself,in
contrast to them,a devotée of rigorous ritualism".I can scarce
refrain,in this connection,from hinting at the striking resemblance
in attitude betwwen men of the Heine and Gans type and some of emr
contemporary leaders in nationalistle movements.

I heve culled from the works of our author a few interesting
pronouncements on Reform Judsism.The first occurs in the BRIEFE
AUS BERLIN written early in I822."I shall have to speak of this
matter(eonversion socleties)when I treat of the new cult which
has sprung up chiefly in Berlin.l am as yet unaqueinted with it
because I have put off witnessing the new Mosailc dlvine service'.
A letter written a short time after to Wohlwill,another menmber
of the Verein,proves that In the interim he had become acqualnt-
ed with the movement:"I expect much of Zunz'z sermons:truly
they are to be nothing edifying or soft soul-plaster stuff,but
something far better-a nustering of power,0f thils kast we need
at present a great deal in Israel.A few chiropodists-~Friedlander
& Co.~have tried to heal the body of Israel of its fatel swelling
by letting blood,but because of thelr awkwerdness and fine-spun
reason~bandages, Israel must bleed to death.May this blind illusion

soon ceasesnamely,that the highest glory consists in powerlessness,




in loss of strength,in one-sided negation,in 1d§;istie Auverbachdou.
We have no longer the courage to wear a beard,to fast,to hate,

and through hate to endure--this is the motif of our Reform,Spm@

~who received their edusation and enlilghtenment from comedians

- wlsh to glve Judaism new decorations and curtains,and the prompber

‘vb‘
wears‘aﬂwhite bg%ﬁé instaad of a beard;theyilove to pour the uni-

versal pcean into a neat papler-mache basin,Others dem@nd an evanw
gelieal Christlanity under a Jewish firm-name,and make themselves
a Tales out of the wool of the Lamb=~god,make a doublet out of the
feathers of the dove of the Holy Ghost ,and under=breechses out

of Chrilstian lovejthey will fail,and thelr successors will sign
themselves: "God,Christ,and Co."Fortunately this house cant last
}Qng,Ips drafts on}philpsophy will come back protested,and it will
go benkrupt in Europe even 1f its commisslon houses,bullt by its
migglonaries in Africa and Asia last s few hundred years longer"

A little farther in this letter,aféer a violent diatribe against
Christianity,he resumes his food humor and seems 1o recognise the
inconsistency to which I alluded:"I havent intended everything to

be taken seriously~--HEven I haven't the courage to wear a beard,

‘and allow myself to be called "JudenmauschB",to fast,etc.I have

not even the power to eat MNetzos properly.I am now living with

e Jewish famlly,end get Matzos Instead of bread,and crack my teeth
on them.But I comsole myself by reflecting that we are in the Golus.
Even my thrust at Friledlander must not be taken too sharply;I re-

cently ate the finest pudding at his home".




- Some months later he writes from Luneberg to Mesert! am very
anxics to write an artioie for the Zeltschrift and discuss in 1t
the great Judenschmerz--as Bérne callsitffand this will happen

as soon ag my head cen stand it.It is Var§%$iae on .the part of

the LOrd to plague me with pains just at this timegygs;it is

very impolitic,since he knows that I can do a great deal fér Him.
Qr!has $h9 °1d,M3rs”“dfi of Mt.Sinal and rgler of Judeh also be=
qome_enlightened,and has'put by his nationality,ylelding up his
claims and devotees in the interest of a few vague cosmopolitan
notions?"In the seme vein he ridicules the underlying philosophy
of Reform in Schnabelewopski:"I belleve that this new divinely
pure spirilt,this new ruler of Heaven,who 1s now conceived of as
being so moral,so cosmopolété{go universal ,takes it 111 to heart
that the poor Jews who knew him in his first rude form,remind him
da;ly in their synagogﬁ@s of his éarly and obcure natlonal rels
téns.Perhaps the anclent Lord would fain forget that he was of
Palestinian origiﬂ and was once the:God of Abraham,Isasc and Jacob,
and wes In those times called Jehovah."Heine gives us 2 more inti-
mateipictyre of the Rergrm movement when,in a letter to Moser he
dissects a few of its leading exponents:

- "I have visited Dr.Bolomon(preakher of the new Hamburg
temple),H@ has not altogether displeaged mejyet he ls an Auverbachian.
Kley(director of the Israelité Free School in Hamburg)I have not
visited.You know that I have always disliked him,and he is really‘.
disgusting .Bernays(rabbi of the Berlin temple)I have heard preach.

He is a charlatam,none of the Jews understand himzhe desires no




more and_he will never plgy anoﬁhér role.However he 1is a man of
spirit and has_mofe energy than Dr.Kfey,Solomon,Au@rbaohI and ITY
Hgipe's personal connectlon with the new movement may be pleced
together from & letter to Moser,written in the same year.'Really
there in Hamburg I did not act llke an egolst.I have,in spite of
all consideratlons,not been able to devide to cumry favor with ©
frailty,nor inveigh against strength.I mean by this XEEX my herew-
'tiqalrutterances about Kley and Bernays--My predilection for con=-
cqnsistenp‘and'rigorous Qrthodpxy'lay lmbedded me for many years
as a result of my historical investigations,n@t as a pilorl accep=~
tance,~ﬁWere I not a great men,I would, in studentwlike fashion,
ag @ practical joka,thrpw stones at the "windows of the Lord"~-But
just becausewl am a great man,or at least a man;or,if you do not
grant this,a complete man,I cennot succeed in pleasing Hamburg".v
’Wfiting in I844,he takes ocqasmon‘in an obituary article on Marw
cus to fenmrk on the detrimental effects of Reform Judalsm:"Espe~
9@&}1y did“therlsrag;itishrfr;ands of this question_aucceed in
covering it with a watery-gray cloud of boredom,which is more fatal
to 1t than the dull polsén of our opponents™
We hear very little of this question in later 1ife,but

in DEUTSCHLAND #84&,he tells of a visit to Hemburg ,in which con-
nection occur the following witty lines:

The population of Hamburg toWn

Hag from tlme immemorial

Consisted of Jews and Christiens---

The Jews are,again,diyided

Into two very differeat parties.




The old goes to the synagogue;

in the temple the new onefs heart is.
The new pafty eats the fledh of swine
Their manners are somewhat dogmatic;.
They democrats are,but the older gchool,
Is much morglaristooratic.

I love the old and I love the new;

Yet Iswear by the prophet Jonas,

That certain fish I love still more--

Smoked gprats they're commonly known as.

A




HEINE IN BERLIN ####NATIONALISM,

{
To distinguish the nature of Heine's youthful intersst In Judalsm

from that evinced in later writings,the éimplest descriptive label
would be "natlonalistic".We are now in a position to examine some-
whet in detall those utterances of our author which sprdng out of
the very sources that gave rise to ALMANSOR.Endowed with a higWly
plastic lmagination,Heine could not fall to respond to the currents
whilch streamed around him.Inspired by men 1like Zunz,he dreamed
for awhile of making himself expert in Jewish lorejcharmed by
Edward Gans,he hoped to devote his 1ife to dhe pressing needs of
the Jews,culturally end soeclally.Tt was only when he left the In-
timate confines of the circle at Berlin that this concentrated
nationalistic enthusfasm broadened out into cogmopolltanism,

and cgnoerned itself with the more inclusibe problems of emancl-
pation.But in the period of 1822mé Heine had become an indomitable
Jewlsh chauvinist.It was only at the extpemity of life that this
sgntiment,more refined and profound, was to gmerge,with its ancient
power. - | |

I bave already noticed the ill~-favor which Helne encoun=-
tered in Germany because of the odigs comparisons he had made
between the Jews of Poland and Germany in his early article on
Poland.Almost_ at the same tima,in a 1attef ta. Keller,he asserts
his identity with the Jewlsh people,referring to the latter aé

"the hateful people trodden like worms".In I823,when the edict of .
I8IS,whidh‘had assured the Jews equal rights,was rgvoked,ﬂeine

bursy forth in fine scorn.From this time are daked some of the
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gharpest words that he ever uttered.The more the Jews were oppressed
the more keenly did hevfgel his kinah&p with them.This fact 1s G -~
 tablished by his letters,which reveal not on}y hatred for the
Christians,but also for the Germans.Thus,for example,he writes to
Moser'AUG.23,1823)1 "I admit thet I shall fight for the Jews and
thelr ciyi§ equalisation,end in the in@vitabla dark dayd which are
tplpgme,théAGerman mob will hear my voice,so that it re-echoes in
Qerman beerfhouses and pa{?és".mven the year before he had fore-
shadowed these words In a striking passage in a letter to hig
boyhood friend Christisn Sethe:"Everything Germen I despilse,and
you,alas,are a Germen.Everything German acts as an emelbilc upon

me .The German tongue tears my ears.My own poems at times disgust
me , when I see that they are written in German.Even the writing

of this note is irksome to me because the German letters affect
my nerves disastrouslys@ontinuing in French:"I would newer have
believed that‘thesewb@aéts called Germahs could be so boresome

and maliclous at the same tlme.As soon as my health 1s restored,-
I shall ieaV® Germ@ny.l shall go‘to_Arabia".Of course,leine 1is

not te be taken so seériosly;it was after all a passing mood,and
his 1life and writings fail to peveal thls vilolent disgust for all
things Germaninor does the.&bovefquotedrdetermination to fight

for the Jewlsh cause endure for any great 1@ngth'of time.In this
connection,it is interesting to nOtera letter whach presages his
‘convergion of two‘yeqrs_henQ@:"F®r m® the act of baptism has per-

haps this signifilcanee-~that I shall be the better able to dedicate
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myself to the achlevement of the rights of my fellow-FEH unfortu-
nates".(Sept.R7,1823) ¢

An event in therfémily which must have struck home with even
greater force than external happenings,is suéoinctly related to
Moser: "My brother Gustev,who hes foblowed husbandry for @ome
time,and hag aquired the. rank of inspector,has now'no position,
According to him the fault lies partly in the fagt thet he is
clrcumeised,and partly in th;”faot thet so many land-owners are
in financial straits and must dispose of thelr help.But 1t is
the Jew who 1s chdefly in the way wherever he seeks a position.
Just three days before this was written to Moser(Sept.30,I1823)
he had already expressed himself to him not only as respects the
hatred for the Jew on the part of the Christlan but on the part
of those professionally interested in Judeismi "I an pﬂovoked and
irritated in many ways,and am espeecdally embittered agalnst these
ins1lpid fellowe who sbtain a means for a 1ive11hood from a cause
for which I havg made the great@st sacr@fices,for which I must
bleed spirltually as long as I live.ME,above all,they needs must
embitter At the very time when I have resigned myself to bear all
the brunt of Jew =~hetred.Truly 1t is not men of the type of Kley
and Auerbach who are hated in Germany.On all sides I perceive
the effects of this hate which bas ,however ,not yet bourgeoned
forﬁh.Frﬂeﬁégwith whom I haeve spent the‘greater part cof my Life
turn from me.Admiréé come to desplse me,Those thm I love best
hate me the most.All seek to do me harm.0f the great rabble which

does not know me persomelly,l do not care to speak at all% A few
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months later he informs Moser that his uncle Simon who had now S
become a member of the Vereln had written hims"I (Heine) am now
hated on the Rhine as much as formerly I was loved,the reason be~
ing that people say I iInterest myself in behalf of the Jews.Truly
I hed to laugh,Oh,how I hate the human mob--the Upclreumcised es
well as the circumecised",A few more extrachs must suffice."Tolerance
1s exhibited for ali Paces,whether heathen or gypslesibut toleration
and reecognition of the Jews may be foundonly among ﬁh@ Lofty~hearted
and truly noble men of the Chfistian world." Lo Motte Fouque was |
kind enough %o send the budding genius a poém as{&&fappreciation
of hils early WOrk;uan which Heine laughingly wrote bo Moser that
the former worthy would never written the letter 1f he had examined
his genealogy Just a little closer.In 1823 he airs his politilcal
views to his‘brotherein-law.Oné can see from the followinf 1ines
how intensely national were his dentiments?ﬁlthough in England I
am a radieal and in Italy a Cérbonari;still I do no}y belong to
the German demagogues for the quite inﬁidenbal and trifling reason
that at the first vietiry of the latter party a few thousand Jew-
ish heads,and the best ones at that,would be cut off",

Thus far I have meraly,given some of Heinds_apistolary QX
pressions of hiﬁlfierce anger at the éﬁtinewiSh mévements.But
there have also come down tb us frox this perlod several poems
which reveal the transference to literary mould of Heine's national
conviections.The example of some of the leaders of the Verein,com-

bined with his own reflections on the éurious fate of the Jew,ldd

him to the study of Jewish history.In June I824 he writes:In addi-




ti.on,I am devoting myself to a spudy_of chronicles,espesially

)
Jewish history.The latter,because of connection with the RABBI and

perhaps,also,of lnner needs.Strange emotlon fills me when I per-~

use these sorrowful annalsja fullness of realizatién and pain.The
spirilt of Jewlsh history dlscloses itself unto me wore ahd more,
and this spiritua] armor will ultimately stand me in good st@ad".
Delightful is also this blt from a letter to Moaer(Oct 25 1824):
"Wnd when sometime,in a free hour,I set sail for Thessaly to reach
?grnassua,l meet_only with Jews who are planting vegetables there,
and I cdnverse with them ebout Israel's sufferings"While the
sub ject-matter of the Rabbl of Ba¢ﬁ£§éoh will be of more vital
interest when studied in connection with Helne's @omversian;l
shall quote here some of the letters,written to Moser,which deal
with the composition of the work.I do this because they throw
light upon the poeﬁ's ybuthfulvdetermination to become one of

his people's heroes.In the letter_mentioned above eccurs also

the following:"I have finished only one third of the RABBI,my
pains have severely interrupted mejand only therLovd knows when

I shall be enabled to finish it ---I have succoeded in the delin-
eatldn of the FPesach festival,Thave to thenk you for the Agada;
and I ask you to please have a literal trandlation of the Ceho
Lachmo Anyo made for m@;also’of the little legend of Maaseb'ﬁabbi
El;;;er in addition to the passages from the Psalms which @ceur
in the nightmpraye?;'Tén thousand armed guards stand before Solo-
mon's bed'.Perhaps,after the English fashion,I shall gilve the
RABBI a few pages_of Illustrations,and a few original ideas of

mine about the Jews and their history.Benjamin of Tudela,who is
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wandering about my table,sends hls greetings.He wishes that

! {
Zunz would edit him and translete him.For notlces about the Span-

ish Jews,Schudt was very valuable;I have read both quarto volumes
but do not know whish provoked me more,the Risébs whieh is poured
out on every paege,or the asininity which the Riséhs displayed,Oh,
how wa Germans have perfected ourselves.Il need omly a few more
notes about he Spanish Jews in the [ifteenth century,especially
with reference to the academies in Spain.Where can I find somew
‘thingwabout fifty years before the dispersion?It ls iInteresting
to note that the very ye@mr that marked their exile witnessed also
the discovery of the new land of religlous freedom,America."

To explain the next reference,l shallAhqve to mention that Mordecal
Noah,the famous nationalistic dreamer, was an honorary member of
the Verein.Chief among his enthuaiastic followers was none other
than Edward Gens.In May IBBS_HeinQ writes Moser in this bantering
vein:"Truly,you are the one man'inllsra@l who feels most deeplys
I can only exXpress the beautiful thoughts of others.Your feol ings

are heavy bars of gold-~mine are light paper-money.The latter

earns itsﬂworth merely through human truﬁt;but paper remalinsg papery,
evenAif the bank aqgepts“it.ﬁnd gold remains gold,even if it be

an unattractive clod of earth #n the ground.Do you not percelve

by the above figubesﬁthat I ama Jewish ppet?But ﬁhy need 1 take
pains;we are entre-mous and I love to speak In our national filg-
ures.When Ganstown is finally established and a happi@r race
bl@sses the Lulav}and eats Matzos on the banks of the Misslssippi,

and a new Jewlsh literature blossoms forth,then shall our present-

4




day mercentile-establishments end stock-exchangeterms become a
part of our poetic speech,snd a poetic grand-son of little Mar-
cus will sing in Tales and Teflllin before the whole Genstown
Kéhillah?They sat by the waters of the Spree and were counting
treasury notedjthen came their enemles and said--"Give us Lon~
don bills of exchange:High are the stocks".

In the same splrit of persiflage he piectures the Zionist
dreéms.While working on the RABBI,he Writes:"Just last night I
was dreaming of you(Moser).In an old Spanish costume,and riding
an Andaluslan marg,yoﬁ were riding in the midst of a great throng
of Jewswho were journeying to Jerusalem.Little Mﬁféua,with his
large haps and descriptiond of travel went ashead as the gulde.Zunz
en escarpins carried the Zeiltschrift bound in Morocco.Mrs.Dr.Zunz
ran at his slde s canteen-women,witha bottle of holiday wine on
her back.lt was & large Jewish arny ,and Gané ran from the one
to the other tp.qreaterprd@t;Lehmann and Wohlwill cerried flags
with the shield of David and Bendavid'Ss precepts upon them.
Zucker~Cohen led the temple-assisstants.Former Verein-youths car-
ried‘thevbon@s of Saul Asher.All the baptised Jewa followed as
purvéy@rs,and the tail of the procession was Qomposed of a num~
ber of chariéts,in one of which sat Dr.Opper as fleld-physiclan,
and Jost as histbrlan of current events.In another carriage sat
Friedlander with Frau von der Regﬁg,and in one of the most bril-
liant carriagesrof state 84t Michel Beer as Royal HEngilneer,and
near him set Wolf and Stich(both actorsjwho were immediately to

perform thePARIAH in Jerusalem and earn deserved pralse".




7 ‘A quotatton from one of Helne's 1etters has been exploited tc
greﬁt advantage by Graetz.lt was written to Moser from Hanover,and
is dated Jan 21,1824.It is important-beoause it embodies our authoﬁ@x
atti£ude to those who cater to the Christien's love for Jewish sy~
gghancyfThe poet discovers in the abaxewm@ntioned'M1chel VBeew‘
Jush that tendency he presumas_tq censuse . It ought to be menﬁiomﬂd
bere,on the‘author;ty of some who have read the play in quesﬁﬁon,
that Heine was‘apparently~todtéensitive at this stage of his car=
eer to Judge accuratély the'punpbse of the drama.I quote the 6pen~
ing sentence of the following letter because 1t indicates aftera
fashlon how keenly Heine f@lﬁ the Jewish problem."Fnom.Lhis date
&og mey percelve that I am at present in the eity wherevonly a

few years ago the rack waes abolished.That Michel Beer's PARTAH
has met with such success in Beflin,I heard yesterday at Celle;
and what 1s more interesting,I heard it from an old Jow Withr
whom I was exchanging a few ducats.He had heard it of a chiropo=
dist who had come diredtly from Berlin and had coneinced himself
that thePARIAH is parl withthe works of Goethe and Sé&ll@r.l ém
half curious,dear Moser,to hear your verdiet of the piwce,in which
you certainly have had a‘éhare,sincermoBeer ag well asg Frgﬁkel(a
Hamburg scholar aﬁd zealous member of th@'Verein)belpng to your
reprosentatives.I have known the plece forAa long time,since’the
author has read 1t to me himself It pJ@ased me very well,and it

would have pleasad me even better,had l,lat that tlme had too

--exact knowledge of India and Indian history.fatal ,extremely fatal




fatal ,was to me the main thesls of thé poem,namely ,that the
Pariah was a disgulded Jew.You must strainevery nerve inopder
that»itrstpike noe one that‘therlatter bhag any likeness to the
‘Indian pariehjand it is sill& when he tries to bring this into
prominence .But the most silly idea,the most harmful,the most
deserving of pupishm@nt,is the rare idea that the Pariah pre-
sumes that his ancestors brought their own misfortunes upon them
“through a bloody misdeed.This reference to Jesus mey please meny
people,especdally since a Jew pronounces it;(in French)a wasser- |
didhten~-you must not misinterpret thils passage--a wassew~dichter
Tf(in Engliah)that will not say a Jew who iz a watér«ppet,but a
jew who 1s not yet baptized,a water-proof Jew.(In Germen)I wish
Michel Beer were baptised,and spoke frenkly,quite "almensory"(does
not refee to the drama,but to a short poem of the same name )with
respect to Christianity,instead of trydng anxiously to spare it,
and in fact,as shqwn‘above,tp flirt with it.I have sald more about
this man and his poem than befits me,but I have done so chiefly
because of this B EEER dbnnection,a matter which cannot be indif-
rerent ¥ us." | 7

Let us now return to Heine's correspondence with reference 40
.the RABBI.This one is dated Oct.25 I824,and,as usuval,is addressed:
to Moser."Very little have I written this summer,in fact,so 1little
have I done on the RABBI,ﬂhat scarce one third lg finished.Tt
will,however,be a big book;andvwith‘inexpressible love I carry the
work in my heart It is a work,and does not sprahg out of a desiee

for empty #ame.On the contrary,were I to hearken to the dictates
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of prudence I should not write it at all.l can already perceive
how mudh displeasurerl.shali ineur by it;andl how muech enpity I
shall arouse.But gsince 1t springs from love,lt shall be an immore
tal work:an etermal light in God's dome,no wastefdil theatre=-light.
I have e?ased much that was written in this bookj;but now.l have
succeeded in getting a grasp on the whole,and I only ask of God
to give me heafthy hours in ﬁhich to write it dowm--You have for-
gotten to send me the few notes for the RABBI which I requested

of you in my last Lletter.l thank Dr.Zunz e thousandfold for the

| informa?ionraboﬁt the Spanish J&Ws,ﬁlthough this informatidn is

nmaghé,gt111,2unz Has rendered mé better service than a useless-
ly rummaged volume,with & few skilful hintsjand he shall unknow-
ingly have influenced the RABBI.###-In Basnage I have found little

~~but the whole of the work i1s grand,and a part of the impregsion

whicl it left upon me I have indicated in a poem T wrote on Beptem~
ber the eleventh.

BO EDOM

For a thousand years and more we have borﬁe with sach other
brothe#ly.YOu suffer me 1o breathe,and with patience I bear your
frenzy. | N ‘ 7
. Many‘a time,in the dark days,{%im stsessed With_a strange —_
feelingjyou color your dear kindly pews with my blood.

Now our friendship is sealed more firmiy,and it grows in
strength daily;for I myself begin to rage and become as wild as
your .

Now,as one word brings another,so one verse yilelds a second,and
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I shell impart to you some Insignificant verses I composed last
evenlig,as,desplte rain and storm I was walking over the Weender-
strasse and thought of you,and of the joy I Would experience 1f
I could send you %ha‘RABBI.And I have already composed the verses.
which I should wriﬁe for_you.as a preface,on the_white wrapper o
yourreopy.Sinqe I keep no seerets from you, I shall now 1mparp to
you those very verses, |

"Break out in loud wailing,thou gad martvasong;x have,bérn@t
so long with quiet flaming soul. -

It plerces-ell ears,end through the ears the heart.I have .v
sworn 40 keep in meméry the pain of one thousand Years.

The great_and small are W@eping;even the cold hobles.The
women and flowersvare wqepiﬁg;eyen in heaven weep the stars.

7 And ald my tears flow gently bowards the‘SOUth;They flow on

and pour themselves Inte the JOrdan.
IN the game 1ett¢r,Heine,at that tlme studying‘law,remarks on the
rellef he feels,when,breaking away from H#ils dry 1@@51 studies,
he can devote séme minutes to th@”contemplatidn of Israel's sorw
‘rows.He inquires after the Veredn which had by this time become
consid@rably’disintegrateq,due Lo_qisagreements,tovdefection re -
sultlng from baptism,and,what is most 1ikely,a recognition of
the futility of 1ts practical aims."with grief I miss the report
of the Veren in yOur_lett&rs.GQu;dn't you devote just afew words,
telling me of its_fondition?cr,has‘th@_Verein already semt out its
cards pouf prendre conge,or will it keep up?Will God be mighty in

the weak,in Auerbach and #is consortsRWill & messieh be chosen?




Since Gans is'goingﬂtovbe‘baptised,he Will not be in a positlon
to assume the Mesaiahship.@hqice of(thg_ass wou;d.be much, ea.sierr.ﬁl3
He is now nearing his examinetions in iaW,afﬁer which he hopes to
find more time for writing,Espehlally is he anxious to finish the
RABBT 9who lies like a hundred-welght on my.soul.This-mcst ungel ~
fieh work shall also be my most succ@s&%ul.And,as if working up
to a thaatriaal el imex,we find this last fond h0pe elaborated in
a letter of ngy 1,1825“, VThe latter 1s slowly progressing;every
1line has to be foughtrover,yet 1 press undauntédly fprﬁard,for

I possess the consciousness within me that only Igan write such
a book ,and that the writing thereof is a use@ulwep@,pleasing to
the Lord.At the end of the year I hope to have the RABBI finilshed
It is awork that will be named as source-materilal throughout the
ages",

7 As a final expresslon of his Jewish national sentiment,
Helne has left a poam_catled}DQNN& GLARA.Tt 1s a narrdtive poem,
comprising some twenty stanzes,written in the poet's‘characteristic
direct vein.The scene is laid in the gardens of the Alcalde.The

daughter of this nobleman finds heréelf_diégustad with the hollow~

ness of the sycophants who surround her.She welks out to meet
her lover,s handscome young knight.They wander hand in hand through
the beautiful garden,ond the knight,noticing a blush on the cheek
of the falr charmer,imquires the reason thereofjthe poetic dam-
sel makes answer quilte proa#ically:

'Twas the flies that stung me,dearest,

And‘the Tliles ére all the sgummer,

d}te ag much detested by me




As the long~nosed Jewish fellows",
"Never mind the flles and Jews,desr",
Said the knight with‘fond tareéses~m
"Is thy heart devoted to me?"
"Yog,I truly love thee,degrasﬁ,

And I swear it by the Samior

Whomﬁfhe god~detested Jews murdered",

The young men appears not to be quite reassured by this awful oath,

and he asks anxiously:'hast thou nof taken a false oath?!

"Falsehood is not in me,dearest,
Since within my breast there flows not
Even one single drop of Moor's blood,
Or of dirty Jews blood either",
Ngw fully convinced thet his inmamorata ié faithful to him,he leads
her,to the music of nightingales,into the bpwer.All is sllent for
a time,Then the silence is broken by the clarion notes of the trum-
- pet.Aroused from her love-reveries,the maiden releases herself
from her Enight's armsj;but before going,she implores her hero to
disclose his long-withheld name . v »
And the knight with radiant smiling
Kisged the fingers of his Donna,
Kisséd her 1i§s and kissed her forehesd,
At lest these words he uttered:
"I,Senora,l,your loved one,
Am the son of the much~honored
Great and learned scribe,the Rabbl

ot
Israel of Sa?gossa",
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No better comment may be made on this_ironical poem than to subjoin
extracts from three of He}neﬁyiletters;the first two to Moser,the
]{hird to Ludwig Robert,and all written in November 1823,

| "The whole of the romance is a scene from my own 1life,ex-

cept that the anime]l garden(of Berlin)is vhenged into that of the _ .

B2l
Alcalde,and a baronness into the signora,and I myself am changed
into a St.George or eveﬁ to an Apollo.It is only the first piece
of atrilogy,the second of which depicts the hero derided by his'
| son_Who does not knéw him.The third shows the chald,now grown up
Into e -Dominicen friar,placing his J@wish_brothav on the rack."
"I am glad that theAroﬁance_has pleased you.gut I did not relish
your laughing at 1t.But 1t often happens that way with mejI cannot
relate my own sorpows withoul meking the whole metter seem comical:".

He re-emphasizes the seriou% aspect of the poem in his letter to [

Robert: "I am happy that the poem did not displease you,although

I myself doubted its velue.For the poem does not erpress fellcit-
ously what Ihhad intended to say,and peﬁ%@ps.says something entire- |
1y_diffarent.1t was not intendéd to inspire laughterymuch less to !
reveal acynicnl tendency.Simply,unpremediltatedly,and wiph epie |
Impartiality,l wished to represent int he poem an indivi@ual,and'
yet universal occurence,which was reflected in me.The entire poem
I concelved not‘humourously,but in painful earneskt;it was even to

be the first part of a tragic trilogy".
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THE OTHER SIDE OF BHE MEDAL,

One who is but moderately aguainted with the meny facets whibh
Heine's character displayed,can easily explain how the poet's
obviously sincere i%ermination to labor end suffer for the Jewlsh
pgople could be offset by a sensitive impatienée which always
possessed him.A slight objeqtian to his views,a little indiffer»
engevon_the_part_of hia félow*Jews,was suffioient to arouse that
spirit of contradicﬂion which betrays itself so regulerly through-
out his works,and which we must continually bear In mind 1f we are
to judge his views with eny emount of accuracy.The irony which
lay imbedded in his very nature prvented him from becoming a thor-
oughgoing ldealist.When flaming pesslon cooled off,it left a resi-
due of bitter cynlelsmjmay,in his finest flights he seems to be
aware of @h@wfutility of strugglej;always he displays_a mental
reservation which arises from & convietion of human worthlessness.
I have already quoted several letters which reveal precisely this
aspect of his mental functioning.For @xample,aftar;his violent
diatribe against Reform Judalsm,he asks Moser not #¢ take him too
seri@?ly.Parallal with his devotion to the"Jewish‘people and Spirim
tual sympathy for its misery,there flows an equally powerful con-
tempt for 1tes weaknesses which led finally to his complete desemtion
of the Jewish ‘cause.Surely,the utter incompetency which the Verein
betrayed in its attempts at coping with the Jewish problem,its
final dissolution,and the conversionof its leading spirits,must
have rsulted,at 1as£,bothvin a loss of falth In the cause itéelf,

and in his capacity for sacrifice in its behalf.Nor should we overs
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look the maretriciogglattitude,of righteoué indignation which was

{
- so characteristic of our author,Hls ldealism was not always fine~

gralned;we are apt to find hlm,only too often,guerulous,petty,ardd
very frequently,insincere.These moral defects in Heilne's mekeup
the reader has continually tpmtake“into}account,if he 1s propefly
to evaluate the following quotgtions from his letters.There is
something cheap and theatrieal in their ring end this fact makes
their presentation,to»phrasa it mildly,a diatasﬁeful_task,

o In the early part of 1823,Heine,because of his ill-health
and the finaneclally dapressed condi@ion of his parents,went to
rest at Luneberg,sa towm near Berlin.From thisrlooality‘he addressed
many of his sharpest utterances ageinst his own people.Scarcely
had he arrived,when he wrote to Moser:"At my entrance in Lumeberg
T noticed that quite a Risches reigns here,and I hhve undertaken
to live in isolatlon? The spirit of disillusion had him firmly in
its‘grasp,and even In his finest moments,when working on theRABBI,
we oan see that its relentlees grip was not relaxed.So,one month
laber,JuneUIB,IBZS,hé wrltes again to his bost—friend:"There are
Jews here as everywhere,unbearaplglche&p»traders and dirty clouts;
the Christian middleclass:;a_disagr@eable,but»in ahigher degree,

filled with the ususl Risches;the higher classes are the same.Our

vlitpla dog is sniffed at by the other dogs on the steeet,in ape-

culdar fashion,and ig ill~treated;and the Christisn dogs openly
display a Risches towards the Jewish dog". »
Heine's innate distaste for business,coupled with a

resentment brought about by his own failures in that field,expressed
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'itself in many & cutting remark about the mersentile tendencies
of his race.Perhaps a comparison between his uningpired uncle who
rolled in wealth and his own artistic,but impoverished,self,must
have been responsible in no small measure for the scornful railings
at the successful businegs-man.He rrgqusntly:indicates hig unbéund-~
@d_admiration for Rothsigid,but then,of all mortals Heine wasg the
least consistent,and besides,he had been to visit this Jewlsh
prince and been well recelived.At any rate,to judge from his writings,
Helne could have given mighty material o the latter~day anti-
s@mitaé.In his earlier prose,BHIEFE AUSVBEHLIN%he stops while.deseri~'
bing the city,to point out the stock-exchenge,adding with compla-
cencyz"There_deal_the“prcféssors of the 0ld and New Testaments".

~ What shaell we say of his idealism when we see the man who
openly dec¢lared himself the friend of rigérous and consistent
qrthodoxy writing in thﬁs gtrain to Lehmann(June £6,I823):T expect
you who read the newspapers to let me know if any attack hes been
made upon me,especially with respect to religlon.You know how far
that interests me",To Moser he says:"What MK they think of me
(in Hamburg) isn't very strange to mejyet it is not a matter of
indifferemce to me.They are under the illusion that I am an enthu~-
siast for the Jewlsh religlon~---Yet I will never tell the Stein-
weg when 1 expect to do something for A&;1t ought never to awailt
anythlng from me.Thus, I shall never give them occaslon to say
that I have not fulfilled ite expectations.That was always my
method" .He prefaces this letter by calling the Hamburg Jews "a

miserable pack"--~-"Il feel better when I keep away from them".




More expressive stlll 1s the con91ﬁsioh of $hat very 1ettervih which
he speaks so bombastically of his iove‘for orthodox Judaism:" just
" because I am a great man-~I could not please ﬁhé Jows of Hamburg.
I noticed this immediately and kept awey from the Jewish orgwd.
And then this rabble dares to speak of me.People of whose existence
I am not even awale,have told my brother that I_had”spoken,with
themvand,the:i;%d‘knows,on what sub jects.Such Jewisgh loathesomeness
is possible oﬁly‘in Israel-~it oppresses me on all gsldes {Nov 5,1823)
In the following letters all the whimslecality of our author
stands fevealad.He anxlously volces hils determinationto work for
the Jewish cause,inqulres about the Vere‘h,and then,by a méthod
benregularly employs in hisvpoems,he recalls the_miserable Stéiné
weg,reminding hls friend that he~is not dealing with an ordinasry
person whose word may berréﬁéd on,but wittheine~~who remaing ag
ever,incorrigible."You have written me very little about the Verein.
Do you think thet the interests of our brothers are no longer in
my heart?You are mightily mistaken~--May my right hand wither if I
forget thee,Jerusalem,are the appreximate words of the Psalmist,
and they are algo mine--I wigh'I could talk to you for one hour
chiefly about what I have Intimated to you about my own"eondition,
and have thought ebout Israel,and you wlll see how--the brood of
agsses thrives on the Steinweg,and how Heine is,andralwaya‘mﬁst be

Heine" .Nor does'he,in his vituperation of the Jewish people,stop at

the epithet "asses"jone may find plenty of diversion by going through

his letters to see how often he will find appelations 1ike "swine"
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or better,"dirty,stinking Jews".Truly, Helne is,and always must be
Heine. |

Naturally,this attitude must have come to the attention of
his felloWeJews.From‘the numerous references in his letters to his
duarrglswitthhemAgnd the antagonism aroused by his constant sneer-
ing atvtheir fQibles,itvis possible to surmise why he excountered
80 much opposition and hatred in his own people.Some such chllision
may have prompted one of the ldeas he jotted down 1atar'in 1ife
(Gedenken und Einfalle):"When the Jews are good,they are better,

when they are wicked,they are worse,than the Christiansy
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HEINE'S CONVERSION.
{

A perusal of the literature devoted to Heine's conversion in I825
fills one with arrealizgtion of the helpleséheas and one-sidedimess
of the greater'bulk of whet is known as literary critlcism.The |
wﬁrks of our author arevfertunately-nor unfoftunately,as the ocase
may be,so clear and unequivocel,that the eritles have met with

cons iderable difficulty in ;ight}pg upon a gtamping-ground for

their conjectural subtleties.Still,because of its iIntrinsic interest,
or because so much anti~gemitic and apol@getic material may be

con jured upvby'aVdiscussion”thereof,the matter of Heine's conversion
has become a plece-de~reslistance for thelr critical cudgels.¥o much
tearful sentimentality as well as undisgulsed bitterness,has been
poured forbh by those who treat the sub ject,that 1t ls a relisf to
find men like Puetzfeld--a non~Jew,by the way--who state the bald
facts without appending adorngents of thelr own view~point.

‘ o wWithout aptempting to gloss over what seems to have been
prompped by practical motlves,the factsNin‘the cagse are simply
tbe3e.1n”1825,the edliet of IBIZ,which allowed the Jews of Prussia

to occupy civil positions,was suddenly repealed.Jews were not per- -
mitted to follow any professdén except that of medicine;so that
Heine's career wes jeopardised uless,following the example set
by Gans,he converted to Ghristianity.?t way be assumed with con-
siderable certainty that had n@tthis unexpected hindranéeAinterw
vened,we should never have had to record Helne's apostasy.For,in

that year Heine's national enthusiasmg were at thelr crest,and

P



Al

with them surged a violent hatred for Christianity}Thevery letter
to Wohlwill Which cﬁn@ains his mgmorabie attack on Reform Judaiam,
includeg also these unmistakeable sentences:'The final downfall
of Christianity becomes clearer to me daily.Theré are filthy
families of ldeas which are nested in the cracks of this old world,
the deserted bed of the divine spirit,just as famllies of bed~bugs
infest the bed of a Pollish Jew.Ii‘one treads on these ldea~bugs
1t leaves a stench which is disoerﬁible fér a thousand years..Sﬁ&h
is Qﬁristianity,which we.s trodden upom XEX eighteén hundred years
ago,and which poisons the alr for our poor Jews since that t,ime

A host of troublesome influences did not fail to contri-
bute towards the fatal stepjat least,they made the path easier for
1t.Chief among them were his economic difficullies which could bnly
berremovad byreomplying with the edict.T@en came the definitive
dissolution of the Vereln,which deprived him of Intellectual sup -~
port in the crisils:a support 80 terribly weakened by the defeéﬂionr
of Heine's‘hero Gens .And as we have seen,no mean role must be assign-
ed to the disgust engendered in him-by the intrigues of his inappre-
clative or ungrateful opponents within the Jewish wamp.We can only
surmise how much impetus was lent him by hils already large host
of enemies among the Gentiles.Furthermore,by en ironlcal turn of

fate,conversion had become extppmely fashionable,especially in the

hilgher Jewish Circles.Conspicuops among the convertites were Men-
delssohn's children,BSrne,and Gansjso that Heine was not striking

out along new lines.The censure he Incurs is due mainly to the
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promlnence he accords in his works to Jewisk interests;for his
Jewlsh consciousness must have suffeéed quite'a wrench by the act.,
We hear vefy Little of Bgfne's_Qonverai@h,beoause-he displays

very little concern for his people.dn cosmopolitan outlook he went
far peyond‘phe most 1ati@udinariah“viewslof hisjtim@,consequently
his apostasy‘cfaﬁted no stir ét_the timg.ItAis-thé,aﬁdent sincerity
of Heiuefs earlierrJewish convietions that caused so'much pain to
hisg friends‘and redoubled the anger of his enemies.But let hin
speak for himeselfs.

‘ The earlilest mentlon of the whole matter is to be found in

a valuable letter ,wriltten from Luneberg to Moser September 27,1883
_VYou see we therefore,desplte my head—aches,busily pursuing the

law studies which are”finally to yleld me bread.As you can suspect,
we_ar@vQoncernedﬂabqup”qonversioneNonemof my family,excepting
myself,1ls opposed to &b.And this "myself" is a very obstimate per~- |
- son.From my way of thinking you can readlly surmlse that baptism |
is an in&iff@renﬁ matter tito me,that ewen symbolically I do not
regard it as important,and in the fashion inwhich it would be
consummated by me,1t would have no slgnigicance to othersg.for me
it has this Importence:that I should be the betler able to devote
myself to the winning of rights for the unfortunate members of
my raoa.And yet,I regard it as below my dignity,as sul@ing the
honor of myself,if I,in order to get a positioﬁ in Prussia,were
to have myselfl baptlsed.In deer Prussia.l really dont know how

Lo help myself in this dilemma.dﬁ£ of aggravation I my yet become
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a Oatholio»and hang myself.ﬁut let m e break from this fatal theme
and since I shall mpeak with you inréerson in a few months,l ghall
therefore defer discussién of this matter until that time JWe live
in sad times:rascals b@oome the best,and the best must become
ragcals.Now I can appreclate the words of the Psalmigp;"o Lord, __ .
Give me my dally bread ,that I might not blaspheme thy holy name."
The tragedy begomes all the more poignant  if we remember

thet at the very time he had to decide upon the irrevoecable deed,

In faet,at the very moment he was executing it,he was engaged upon
the EABBI,thaf work of love,as he calls it,which,he fondly dreamt,
would be counted among the world's masterpieces .Without indulging

in flatulent sentim@nt,the gpb@r“truﬁh seeme to have been that
Heine,notwithstanding the charlatanism which harbored in his nature,
was really térn by the conflileting call®s of love and worldly pros-
perity.Witness the strong pathos which suffuses his letter to Meser,
written in Dctober',just a Tfew months afeer his conversions

_ A "It 1s a pleasure of soul for me to hear again that you are
wg;lianq»a;iva,and'that your spirit is becoming brighter,and your
slpeping~jacket more and more frayed.and that on Sunday mornidg,
in your tattered coat,you recite Hpmer to yourself~-just as oup
encestors did with Tosfes Yom Tov.--Now that I have mentioned books,
let me recommend Golowins Journey‘to Japen.You will learn thereln
that the Japanese:are the most urbane people in the world;yea,verily,
I might say they are also the most Christian people,were it not that
I read to my surprise how nothing 1s so odlous X# and abominableto

them as Christianity.Il shall become a Japanesezhe hates nothing more




than the cro&s,Perhaps L shall send you to~day another poem
from the”ﬂabbi;in the writing of which I have,alas;again been
intarrupted,l‘beg of_you not to tel; anyone of thepoem,or of any
private affairs I might relate to you.A young Spanish Jew,who had
undergone bgptiam out of a spirit of riotous insolence,corres= |
ponds with young Judah Abarbanel ,and sends him that poem trangla-
ted from the Moorish.Perhaps he is too much afrald to téﬁl-hisv
friend directly of his ignoble conduct,so he sends him this poem.
Do not reflect too much about thig.I am looking forward with.great
preetationvpo Gans's return.l really belfieve that Gans will come
back as Bli-ganz-~In shdrt,Gens will peturn to Paris a Christian
in the wateriest senge of the term.v
 Scholars are practloally united in the belief that the poem
to which Helne refers as being translated from the Spenish 1s no
other than ALMANSOR,a short poem reprinted in the HEINMKEHR where
it - 1s placed immediately after Donna Clara.Thls little poen
speaks with more directness than the drama of the same name,andd
it must be the former to‘whichvtbe“author”alludes when he speaks
of himself es writing "almansorig".I quote part of the poem.
| "Moorish kings formerly built thils house for Allah's
fame,yet it has changed much in the dark tumult of the times.Upon
the tower where the wateh-man was wont ot eall to pray@r,soumds
now the melancholy tones of the Christilan bells.Upon the steps,
whore the faithful sang the words of the prophetﬁ,bald priestlings
display the insipid marvels of the mass.
And such aturning and twisting of the motley dolls,and

such & bleating and pulffing and ringing,and the sllly candles




gleaming .

In the dome at Cordova stands Almansor ben Abdullah,looking
at thepillars.Quietly he murmurs these words: "Ye pillars,strong
and mighty,once decked for Allah's glory.NOW,ens£§@d,you must wors
ghip hated Christendom. v

"You accomodate yourselves to the times,and patiently you beer
your burden.Yes,the weaker one must quiet himself with greater
eage."

- And his head,with calm fa¢e,Alman$Qr ben‘Abdullah bows over the

adorned bapt&sm&l stone in the dome of Cordova,

After the ceremony, Almansor dmeams that he stands again,with head

down-sunk and dripping,in the dome at Cordova,and he hears many
muffled volees.All the lofty giantlike plllars he hears grimly
mutitering s they cannot bear 1t any longer,and they totter and
tremble.Wildly they cfash into ruin;the dome sinks in rulnsjand
the Christian gods whine.“

We may also catch a glimpse of Heine's feelings about con-
version from a letter of Dec I4 I825,in which he says:"I know ndt.
what to say about this;Cohn assures me that Gans is preaching
Cﬁriati&nity,amd is trying to convert the childrem of lsréel.If he
1s doing this out of conviction he,is a foolj;if out of hypocrisy,
he is & scamp.Never theless,Il shall ﬁ%@r}cease to love him;but T
confess that,rather than the above report,I should have been hap-
pier to hear that Gans had stolen silver sppons.That you M@aér,
should feel the way Gans does,l cannot bring myself to belleve,

altough Cohn assmres me that 1t 1s so,and that he has it direoctly
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from youe.l should be sorry to‘hear_that my own conversion couid
appear in a favorable light to you.l assure you that if the law
had permitted the theft of silver spoons,I should not have been
oonvertéd.More of this hereafiter by word of mouth.
7 Last Saturdey I went to the temple,and had the pleasure
of hearing with my own ears how Dr.Solomon eut loose against the
baptised Jews and harped on this;ﬁow through sheer hope of acqui-
ring a position(ipsissima verba)they allow themsevesg to be persus-
ded to become untrue to the faith of their fathergﬁl agsure you
thet the sermon was goodjand I intend to visit the man one of
these days.-~Cohn acts splendidly towards me.leat with hém on
Shabes;he pours glowing kugel on my head with terrible vexation,
I eat this holy national @ish,which hag been more instrumental
in the perpetuation of Judaism than all the three volumes of the !
zeitsghrift.Igcidentally,it has also had a wider sale,"

Immediately thereaftsr comes enother humorous touch."IT I

hed time I Would wriue Mrs.Zunz a fine Jewish 1ett@r.1 am now a

real Christi&m,that 1s,1 am sponging 6m the rich Jews".But the poné
changes ,and & few weeks later he writes in anguish;"l am now hated
by Jew and Chriatian alike.l regeet exceedingly that I have been
baptised.I cennot see that I have done any better for itj;on the
gontrary,l have had nophing but misfortunef~Isn't}it silly?Np
sooner am I baptised than T am cried down as a Jew.,Truly,I tell

you,I have had nothing but reversals since then,"

Although this cry is one of the most thrilling Heine ever
emitted;I beiieVe that the‘most’bouching,as well as the most human,

is to be heasrd echolng in the following passage from a letter to



Moser,dated from Hemburg April 25 I826."those were good old days
when Ratcliff and ALmansor appearsd at Dﬁmmléms,and_you,my dear
Moser.admired the beautliful passages they contaiﬁed.l recall that
the Psalm: "We sat by the waters of Babylonj was then your favor-
ite and you would reclte it so beautifully,so glorilously,so touch-
ingly,that'lram”now_gven brgught tg tears,and_net on account of
the psalm alone.You &lso had at that time a few good l1deas about
Judaism,about the Christian baseness in making proselytes,the
vilenesss of the Jews who lntend by conversion net merely to
remove difflculties,but to attain something through it,to gain
something by 1t,and such other good thoughts which you ought,at
oénveniemt moments commit t§ writing.You are too gelf-sufficient
?Qt to_do go for the sakeuof Gans,énd as far ag I am concerned,
you needn't worry about me.~--Forgive my ill-humor;it is pointed
chlefly at myself.l often get @p at night and stand before my
mirror and scold myself.Perhaps at this moment I regard m& friendts
soul as such a mirror,but it seeme to me that it 1s not as cleanr

ag of yore.Do not be peeved because I am.,I concede that you are
right.And what 1s more than being wong,l am"sub jectiveland in

such wrong subjectivity I berate Gans and the weather---but change-
able,fickle month of April,pardon me for mentioning you in the same
breath with Gans;you did not desemve that(I mean the weather)It is
a manly consistent month,a decent month etc.Greet our "auszerordent-
lichen"friend,and tell him that I love him.This ispﬁeant in 211
seriousness of soul.He 1s still a dear image to me,1if no longer

a holy image,nor one worthy of honor or capable of performing
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miracles.l oftem think of him,because I don't want to think of
myselfQLast night,for example,l though% with what countenance Gans
could step beforé Moses 1f the latter were suddenly to appear on
Qarth.For Mbses ls the greatest jurist that evér lived,since his
law endures even to thils day.I dreamt also that Gans and Mordecai
Noah mame_together at Stralaﬁ,andAﬁh wondees ,Gang was as gsilent
a8 a fish.Zunz stood near,laughing sarcastically,and sald to hig
wife:"Do you see kitten?"I bellieve that Lehmann wede e long speech ,
in full tones,interlarded with "Enlightenm@ut","Changg of Zeitw-
~ verhaltnisse","Progress of the World Spirit",during which I did _ _
not go to sleepjon the contrary,l awoke.And when I awoke,I thought
of you,and 1 made a brilliant remerk:that you have more pemetration
than I have--quod erat demmnﬁtrandumf'v
o Oppressed.by these grievances,and afflicted thereto with re-
lentless headaches,he writes»from Nﬁrdeney_in July Qf'the éame year.
I shall spend this year,at least part of‘it,in BerlineMy thoughts
in the matter are not yet settled,but I am quite decided that it
is véry urgent that I say vale to the German father-land.l am
driven forth,not so much by the wanderlust,as by the torture en-
tailed by personal circumstancesﬂ-for example,the ineradicable Jew.
HOw deeply rqotadTia the myth of the wandering Jewﬁxn the quiet
valeranrthe woods,the mother tells the awful legend,the little ones
press closer to HEX the hearth--outside it 1s night,the post-~horn
sounds-~Jewlsh traders are going to the Lelpzlg fair.We who are the

heroes of the fairy~tale are not aware of the white beard whose




edges the times have dyed to a youhfil black,this beard no barber
canshave off.My "Christus on the Water!,the twelfth"8ea-picture,
nes aroused much 111-will towerds me "
o The poem "Christ on the Waters",in meny respects the most
glering example of Heine's recklessness and Rabelailsian vulgarity,
is now published in the seriles "Nordsee" under the title "Frieden",
It OpenSiWith é wonderful deseription of the dawn onthe ocean,one
of the poet's finest pileces of work.In the roseate clouds there
appears an image of Jesus,bidding good-will to all men,and announcing
peace to the world,while about him the universe‘is in glory,and th@
spheres sing In their rounds.A raucous laugh shatters the sublime
scépe.ﬂeineAturns to the reader and asks him how he would like to
| be able tovwritelppehry 1like thathhat a fine chance 1t would be
for the reader to attain a religioms s inecure iHow eager the Church
dignitaries would be to take him under their sheltering wings{No
quder we #ind Helne writing thet it has aroused a storm of hatred
agdinst himQ 7

During the perilod we have now reached,appeared Heine's
BEISEBILDER.Theysaw the 1light about a year after his conversion
~and we canstill find traces in them of contempt or hatred for Christw
ianity;and what 1s more important,a direct reference to his aposg=
tasy.In the Harzrelse,while describing his Journey through Klaus-
thal,he notices a catechism in the hands of a school-boy,whereupon
he comments in his own inlmitable fashion: |

"Phis booklet was very poorly printed,end I am afraid that

religious education mekeg likewise an unpleasant blotting-paper




impression on the minds of the chikdren.For 1t occured to me then
that the multiplileatlon table which cohflicts so dangerously
witpﬂtha_doctrinerof the Trinity ig in tﬁat very catechism,yea,
1s printed in the very lest pages.In this way the children are
led at an éarly age to sinful misgivings.But we Prussiansvare
wiger,and In our zeal to convert thet people which is so well
verged in reckonlng,we take care not to print the multiplleation
table behind the catechipm.

Tn Lhi& eally work he keeps on refekwing to himself ags a
Prﬁtestant¢As if intent on emphasizing_the farcicel nature of
the whole business,he ingists on labelling himself as a Christian.
BosTor example,he writesvto his uele Solomon two years later(Sept.
IS,IBQS):"give my regards to Moritz Oppenheimer.l do not like him,
alﬁhough as a Christian I should love even my enemies,but I am
just a beginner in Christian love! Or,scattered throughtthe Relse-
bilderjare found references to his "practising Chriatisn patience,
and to the houses as looking "so touchingly Christian",or swears
"ag I em a good Ohriistian".That these could not Be taken serious-
1y,not even as an earnest fraud,becomes easily apparent by compa~
rison with the ejaculatlons of the comical convert,Gumpelino.

Pursuilhg hiﬁ journey,Heine comes to GOslar.where ,in a church,
he gees hanglng & large boara upon which were announced the psalm-
numbers .t strikes him as agood device for concealing the absence
of a fresco of Raphael."'Such progress pleeds me immensely,for I,
who am aAProtestant,in fact,a Lutheran,would be grieved if Oathélic

opponents should sneer at the emply,God-forsaken appearance of

&)
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Protestant churchesf"
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A 1little later,at Nordg&é&,he takes occasion to discuss both
church and pastor."T he Lord knows that I am a good Christian-~
but when I come to the doors of the church,f am unexéeatedly
seized by a spirit of levity,and I regard it a sin to enter.”

In this way he explains why he has never vislted the church.

7 In‘the BUCH LE GRAND,or BOOK OF IDEAS,wherein lies imbedded
2 valusble depbit of blographical material,we llght upon a clever
gatire on conversiqn.xn the very firstrchapter,offering to deserilbe
Hell for the Madam,he explains that the Chrilstians come first in

- very larje numbers;then come th& Jews "in another row,and they

kept up & continusl howling,and were plagued at times by the
devils.There: 1t happened that a fat,panting pawn~broker would
complainvtragi-comically,over the»excessive h@aL,A 1ittle devil
would then pour a few. buckets of cold water over his head,in order
that he might learn what a truly refreshing thing bapthsm was#.

v In October of the same year he represents_to Mooy his fears
about the theatrical way in which Gans was displaying his newly
aquired Christianity;"I trust that Gans,who 1s still a freshman

in Christianity,has not begun to"Christeln®.No,our G.G.Plumper
(Cobn, the rébbi'mentioned inother letters)has lied to me.But,
should h@léver act thatAway,thén will your Christianity,crucdfied
as a worldiéavior,call out to himz"Dw,Eli,Dr,Eli,lama aéavtani"g
Just twenty years later Heine wrote to Lasalle about another great
Jew,in exactly the same strain:ﬂ As resﬁects Felivaeﬂdelssohn,I

yield to your wishes,and I shall not print a single carping word
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agalinst him.I am egry with hi@ because of his "christeln".I cannot
forgive this man,in independend cireuhstanoes,for serving the
pietists with his colossal genius".

In the "Gedanken und Einfalle",collected late in life,but writ-
ten at odd(moments of his_active}care@r,we find two interesting
comments on conversion.Judging from their tone,I am tempted to
class them as late,because he speaks without bitterness,and with
that quiet humor which marks his later writings."fho baptismal
certificate 1s the entreewﬁillet to Burppesn culture"."I atiribute
the blame for my turning Christian to those Saxons who suddenly
turned about ay Lelpzlgjor to Nep oleon who need not have gone to
'RuSSia,br torhis‘teaoher‘who instrueted him in geography,at Briemne,
but forgot to tell him that it is verybcoldrin winter at Moscow" .

- There is é gulet pathos in the few lines which Helne devo-
ted to Gans's defection from the Verein,They occur in the obltuary
of Ludwig Marcus,written in I844,in which he says of Gens;"His
defe¢tion_was allithe nore reproac&hble,éince he played the role
of an agitator and assumed deflnite presidential duties.It is
tfaditiohai;yAregarded ag the captain's duty to leave a sinking

ship the last~-Gans,however,saved himself first".

X
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~CONVERSION IN HEINE'S WRITINGS.

One camnnot repeat too often the factgso frequently disregarded
by Heine critics,that we must not expect to find in our author a
consistently formulated body of "Jowish doctrine".In this regard,
his stateﬁentsvsuffep from the same weakness as do his utterances
in other: flelds.Be it literary criticlsm,philosophic discussion,
pergonal lampoon,"Heine 1s always Heine",His prominent English
transletdr,Leland hag taken the trouble to point out in running
commentaria%how s@%king are his contradictions,how fatally depend=~
enk on momentary whim are some of his most brilliant and searching
pagsages.Therefore,without attempting to co-ordinate them by fan-
giful}transitioné,l shall submit Helnes most importent literary
presentations of'his views on conversicn,lncidentally,itvis inter-
esting to note that thay are diéplayed in three forms:primarily

by a burlesque of the convertifes,es in the "Baths af Luccal agaiy
by en imaginative autobiographicel record as the third chapter ¢

the RABBI,and finally,by a bitteryy sarcestle invective,as we shall
see from excerpts of his BORNE. ,

‘»Buﬁ before quoting these at eny length,we need to cast a bird8e-
de-view at the the changes_thab had been taking place in Heinel
attltude towards the Jews.They were due menifestly to both per-
sonal experlences and intellectusl convievtions.Only imperfectly

can we_determina‘tha exact role played by each of these factors,
but the facts In the case are as follows. _ ‘

We have seen how it gradually_dawned upon Heine that his con~

version had not yilelded him the returns he had hoped for.Hounded
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by Christian end Jew,he spent the years immediately following
hils conversion alternately in Luneberg,Bngland and the ssa=shore.,
The owly refuge he owned was his pen,and with 1t he startled ene-
mies and bewdistanced_his friends by heralding himself ag the
foe of all religlons and declaring himself an atheist.This view-
‘point he defended by railing at all things sacred in stich a
wey as Germany had never before heard.From this period dates the
bitter!war between_himself and the "pietists" and organized churches.
Perhaps a great deal of the responsibility for the sentiments he
openly expressed in favor of Judaism mey be traced to the mere
degire of taunting his Christian énemles.le was guaranteed a per-
m&nentrcomtimgent of readers by his "Buch der Lieder",The tempta-
tion to selze such an opportuhdity for flaying hils opponents by |
heaping praise on the people he had desseted,could ndt easlly
have been resisﬁadvby one of Helne's makamupgln return,he was
prevented from obtaining e professorship at Munchen,thanks to
ﬁhe intrigues of the very'priestlings he was 1ashing;a defeat
which did not result in making him more tractable.

While the storms which hé had aroused were howling ebout

him,he began also to reallse that.the Jewish problem was not as

eagsy of solutlon as it had appeared to his youthful enthusiasm,
and that 1t d1d not yleld itself so readily to -the the mild
treatment of retrospective romanticism~-~in short,he came to the
conclusion that a atrongef tonie was needed than had been em-
ployed by therdoctrinaire Berliﬁers;After leaving Berlin,his

. © wds
interest in soejal and politicel problems @%@e intensifigd,




bringing about ) as a comgeguence,a broadening of his formerly
narrowly centered Jewilsh natlonalism.The waves which brought
gboututhe‘July revolution of Iasovmust have touched him on many
gides,s0 that 1mperceptib1y he began to view the Jewish problem
in the light,not merely of Jewish emencipation,but going beyond
it,of uni#ersal emencipationdTo his maturing mind a1l the sugar=-
eoatings to which the Jewish question had been sub jected were
fercically useless.Zeal had changed to skepticism.Note the Indul~
gent iromy which informs this 1ettéputo Zunz,written at the height
of this cynical reaction to his early enthusfasms:

Hamburg,in the holy month of Mey,I826.

To Dr.Zunz,appointed judge over Israel(in Noah's program) ,vice-
president of the Soelety for the Culture snd Knowledge of the Jews,
Pr@sident of the Sclentific Institute,(conducted by the Verein),
Editor of the Zeitschrift of the Science of Judaism,member of the
Agricultural Commlssion,Librarian--

I stop at the last title to.offgr you & copy of my newest
book for the llibrar-y of the Vereinjbut in case it has been moved
to Arﬁ?rat,will you please gilve saild copy touyour wife for kitchen-
UBE T m =

H.Hedine,

Dr.Juris,and member of the Verédin for the
culpgre”andwlgayn;gg of the Jews in the
- eighteenth century.
Another instence:One of the chlef causes for his early out-spokem-

nes 8 in behalf of the Jews wag a riot he had witnessed in 1819,
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During his last stay at Hemburg,in I1830,he saw a repitibdon of
this affair,in which the mob threateneé the home of his uncle
SolomgngNo mentign of it has been preserved in his letters,and
the only reference we possess 1s in the form of a little note
in his "Gedenken und Einfalle"."One Jew said to the other 3"I |
waé too wesk." This phrase may be recommended 2g a mott® for the
history of Judaism".lt is a far cry from the author of those let~
terg which breathe a determination to labor for the Jdewish cause,
and the Inditer of this confessilon ogrdisilluaionmént.

~ The problem of Jowlsh emancipation played e sufficiently'.
important réle in’Heine's Writings to deserve a place by itself,
We are interested here In the writings which draw on his experi=
ences féllowing on his conversion,The first in importance is the
"Baths of Lucce",printed in the third volume of the REISEBILDER
IBBO:Ehe aim of the book is two-fold;nekely,%o ridicule the
qbwisﬂglipemqf‘ﬂamburg with its religious monstrgsities and par-
venu idi@symcracias,and to oastigate the Count Platen,a popular
but, second~rate poet of the day,who had porirayed Heine in a
boldly_antiésemitic faghlon,in his play "Oedlpus".This curious
juxtaposition is significent.When Helne brought the virulent
anti-semites into the; company of the laughable Hamburg Jews with
intent to ahmihilate them both together,he revealed how radically
his erstwhile Jewish_pride had chenged.Instead of defending the
Jews from attack by assuming his own case to have been typieal,

he reverses the matter'by ridiculing the Jews himself,and re-
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garding the omslaught on himgelf as a manifestation of a personal
grudge.sﬁill,ﬂeine mey be sald to have served the Jewlsh cause by
holding up to ridicule the modern Jewish perversions in the shapes
of Gumpelino and Hyacinth.

| The Marquls Gumpelino is a real person,Christian Gumpel, S
o. Hanburg banker who had been converted.He is porﬁrayed as o momey=
. grubber who tries In vain to rub off his anclent varnish by contect
with the refinements afforded by modern culture,In spite of his
exclamations "Oh Jesus" and the like proofs of his Christilanity,
he is quite 1ikelyrtqkevert to type and sing his prayers with that
nagal twang so characteristic of the Jews.Bub Hyacinth,a Mr.Hirsch, E
of Hamburg,who acts as Gumpelino's servant is a carleature of the
Temple Jew.Why he is a RaformrJew,he‘makesVclear in his rational=~
istic disquilsitions.le ig also represented as more éinoere than
Gumpel ino the convert,althotgh he is mede to speak more naively.
Heine evidently hated the convertjfor the "watery'reformer he
‘cherish@d gaodwnatured contempteLet us read the germon which Helne
developes from so ungermonic a subject as Gumpelino's nose.

Baths of Lucca.Chap IT.

Mathilde's warning not to be struck by Guumpelind's
nose,has‘some”fogndation in faqt,for he came within an ace of knock=
ing out one of my eyes With it,I shéll say nothing against this
nogejon the comtrary,it was of the noblest form and seemed of

itsell to‘give my friend full right to clalm,at least,the title of

Marguls.for i1t was evident from the nose that Gumpelino was of




high nobility,and descended from that very anclent world-family
into which the blessed Lord himself married without fear of a
mesalliance.Since those days it is true that the family has vome
down & 1ittle,and,in fact,since the days of Cherlpmagne they have
been obliged to pick up a living by selling old pantaloonsyand

- Hamburg lottery tilckets,but without diminishing in the least

thelr pride of ancestry or losing the hope that some day they

will come agein into thelr long-lost property,or,at least,obtain
emigration damages,with interest,when their old sovereign keeps
the promises made when restored to office--promises by which he

has been leading them about by the nose for two thouvsand years,

Perhaps this leading them about by the nose ls the cause of the
latter being pulled out to such length."

Into the mouth of the ilmmortal Hyacinth the writer places
for utterance some of the wittlest words he ever wrote on the
merits of the predominant religions,insofar as thelr social and
economic value was_eoncérned.xt ls all very well,this little men
comments,to be a Catholic af you haeve as much money as Gumpelino;
if you cen keep a chaplain and pay six hundred ffanqs for a Me -
donna'to adore,and enjoy all the 1uxuries_which a lavish invegtw
ment in that particular faith would yleld.But Hyaclnth,a mere
lottery collector,cannot afford to have his mind diverted from
his affalirs by the chiming of bells,or his eyes prevented from
setting down the right number because of optie=irritating incense,

No,1f you are wealthy,you can afford to let your senses swim,but




how can & poor business man,whose interests demand a constant and
uninterrupted union of the seven senses,dream.pf succunb ing to
the blandishment of this luxurilant and intdgicating religion?

- And as to Protestantism?Well,the objections are just as
cogent.Even this enmlightened,rationalistic business man cont see
the sense of that paucity of miracles onwhich this faith prides
itself,Why,he even lost money betting on Hhe psalm numbers posted
in a Protestant church in Hamburg.And as for the Jewish religion?
"Doctor,the mischilef taks‘th@ old Jewish religlon.I don't wish it
o my worst enemy.It brings nothing but abuse and disgrace.I tell
you it ism't a religion;it's & misfortune.l keep out of the way
of everything thet puts me in mind of it,~-~I really don't know
with whom I ought to keep compamny when I get back to Hamburg;but
I know what 1'11 do in the religious line.Just for the present I

can got along with the New Israelitish Temple,I meen the pure

Mosaic Lord's service,with orthographic German hymns and moving ~—

sermgné?and a few visionary notilons,which are things no religion
can do wiﬁhoum.@s true as the Lord may help me;I don't went a
better relig;qn,and i1t is worth keeping up.l mean to do my part

for it‘anyhow,and everyVSaturday,when it isn't a day for drawing

et the lottery,I am going there.There are men,and more's the pity
who give this faith a bad name,and say that it gives occasion for
a schﬁsm;but I.giveAyourmy worﬂ:itfsra good sound religilons-perhaps
a little ﬁoo good for common folks,for whom the old Jewish reli~-

gion is good enough.A common man must have something stupéd to make
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him happy,and he does feeiﬂhappier 1n(somethingvof Lhe sprt.A.regm
ular olerew,with ar;ong_bearq apd ragged coat,and whd can't
speak a word coyrecé?perhaps feels better than I do,with all my
sgcompl ishments " |

The following lines,which continue the rather long-winded
oration of this simple~wise fellow,have won the approval of no
leas acritic than Matthéw Arnold who quotes the pagsage in 1ts
entirety to indicate Helne's fondness for thg real old Jew.It
should also be pointed out how Hyaclnth,or better,Heine himself,
gradually veers from & tone of mockery to one of reverence.It is
ag 1f he had for the nonce forgotten himself and allowed old memo=
ries to rise Lo the surface_and agsert themselves,

"There 1lives in Hamburg,in the Baocker Breitengang,by a
gutter,a man named Moses Lump--the folks call him Lumpy for short.
and he runs around the whole week in wind and in rain,with his
peck on his back,to eern a few marks.Well,when Friday evening
comes around,he gonAhome and finds the seven~branched lamp all
lighted,a clean white cloth on the teble,and he puts off his pack

and his sorrows,and he sits down at table wilth hils crooked wife —

and crookeder daughter,and eats with them fish which have been
cooked in a ntce white garlic sauce,and sings the finest songs of
King David,and‘rejoioes wlthall his heart at the Exodus of the
children of Israel.He feels glad,too,that all the bad people,who
did anything bad to them,died at lastjthat King Pharaoh,Nebuchad-

nezzar,laman,Antiochus,Titus,and such-like,are all dead,but that




‘gown as Diogenes in his cask,and he looks with joy at the lights

g2

Lumpy is still alilve,and eats fish with his wife and child.And I

‘ ; - o _
tellyou what,Doctor,the fish are delicious,snd the man is happy,
he has no reason to torm@nt himself wlth any "accomplishments",

he sits just as contented in his religlon end his green night-

burning whieh he hasn't even the trouble of cleaning.And I tell
you that if the lights should happen to burn dim,and the MFNHKK
who rought to snuff them isn't at hand,and if Rothehild - theGreat

should happen to come In,with all the brokers,discounters, forward-

ers,and headpclerks,withwhom he overcomes the world,and if he should
saszosws Lump,ask what thou wilt,and 1t shail be given thee;Doctor,
I believe that Moses woulld say,quiet and easy,"Pick the lemp then, _-
and Rothschild the Great would answer in wonder:"I'd like to be

such a Lump as this"e

~Ina later ohaptar of this veritable riot qf_mockery,ﬁaine
discovers Hyacinth and_Guﬁp@lino burled over a volume of the poetry
of Count von Platen.After flaylng him unmercifully,he reminds
the fellow how he had referred to Rau pach,a contemporary dran%ﬁst,
ag a'small Jewccanker-wormyand to Helme himself as the "Baptised
Jew" ,

"Yes yes,reader;you are not mistaken;itris I of whom he speaks,
and in‘"oedipus you may read hOW i am a real Jew,and how,after
writing 1oveasongs for a few hours,I sit me down and clip ducats;
how on Saturday I higgle and trade Iike some long~bearded Moses,
and sing the Talmudihow on Easter-night I slay a Christian youth,

and out of sheer malice choose some unfofbunate writer for the
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purpose .No,dear reader,I will tellyou hovlies;suéh admirably paint-
ed pietures ave not Bh be found in"éédipus",and the fact that
they are not there is the very fact of'whioh I complain.Count
Platen has som@times the best gubjects and does not know how
to treat them.If he had only been gifted with a little more
imagination,he would have shown me up at least as a secret pawn-
broker,and what comic scenes he would have sketched".Thié out,~
burst follows close upon the hﬁmorous sketch of his fellow=Jews,
which would lead us to believe that throughout the book,Heine
is interested not so much in the comicallside of the characters
he represents as he is in showing the utter hollowness of mod ermn

Jewish 1ife.Thus in the fourth_chapter_ Qf the game volume,he 7
puts in the mouth of the Signora a serlous attéck on the*rehgious
machinations in Berlin: - |

"Are the Berliners then Christiansjoried Signora in amazement,
VTheirrreligionris at botﬁom utterly and entirely wanting in them,
and they are much too r@asonablerto practise it in geriousness.
But,sinee they know_théf Christenity is_necessary in a state,
gso that subjects may be'nicely obedient,and so that people may
not steal’andrmurder\tOQmueh,they endeavor with much eloquence
at least to cénvert thelr fell§w~b9ings to Christilenity,seeking,
ag it were,"substitutes" @n.a religion whose m intainance is
desirab%e to thom,an@ whose‘strict practige,as well as pro-
fessi¢n,would give them too mueh trouble.In this dilemms,they
enjoy the services of 'the poor Jews,who are obliged Lo become

Christiang for themjand as this rece will do anything for gold
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and good words,they have at lenghh exercised themselves compleéteky
( ,

into the very depths of Christianity.Yes,so deeply that they ery

out ag well as the best against mbeliefl, fight as for life and

death for -the Trinity,believe in it,even in the dog-days,rage

aries and sples of the faith,circulate edifying tracts,roll up
thedr eyes better than anyone in the churches,make the most hypo~
eritical faces,and act plety with such success,that the"two of
a trade" envy is already beginning_t¢ show itselfl,and the ancient
masters of the business secretly bewail that Christlanity is at
present entirely in the hands of the Jews'".

The violent tone ddopted in the last few examples obtagns
some sort of justificatilon from a letter sent to Varnhagen &on
Ense."When the priestlings of Munich first attacked me ,and the
Jows brought me on the carpet, laughedewl thought it was a bit
“of nonﬂense;When,however,I scented method,when I beheld the
ludicrousrghost gradually become & vampire,when I recognilsed
the purpose which‘lay behind.Platen's‘saﬁre,when I learned from
publisherd of like products}which were creeping about in manuse
cript form,steeped in polson--then I girded my loinsg and struck
out as sharply as I could,and as guickly as possible.Robert,
Gans,Miehael Beer,whenever th@y were attacked,would always endure
with_Chrisﬁian‘patienpe,maintain a wilse taciturnity--I am differ-
ent,and 1t is well that I am so.lt is proper that the wicked ones

should sometimes find the man who,unsp aringly and with no regard




for his own adventage,achieves revenge both for himself and otheps."
The third chapter of the"Rabbi of Bacﬁgéach",written,aocording

to Elster and others ,about IBQO,can only be understood 1f we disso-

clate it from the other:preceding chapters.It is a relatively

gimple matter for the réader to distinguish a difference in tone

between the earlier and later paerts of the book.In the opening

chaptgrs,which givé the reeder therimprassion that he is to hear

a stirring historicalnrbmanee of tha Scobt type,Heine writes in

his youthful vein.He paints sympathetic pictures of the Passover

scenes,bhe escape of the Rabbi from the table where a slain 7

Christian child was laid duving‘the Seder,the beautiful and minubely

drawn deseription of the interior of the synagogue during the

holy-day services--all of these reveak the young lover of his

people.He ls earnestly trylng to live up to the tesk which,accor-

ding to tharletters,he has set for himself:BuL the Tew pages

which follow show 2 completeideparture from the original plam.A

glance at this part of the sﬁory will satlsfy us on this point.
When the Passover services are finished in the town where

the Rebbi had takem refuge,he and his wife appear on the open street.

There they arergreetad 1oud1y by a swaggering_knightwat—arms,

He offers the wife hls servdces as champion,declaring her the

most beautiful woman In the world.She recelves his blustering

offer with these womdsﬁNoble gir,if you Would be my knight ,you

must fight ageinat wholevnations,and in this fight there is little

thanks,and still iess honor to be won.If you wish to wear my colors

you must sew yellow rings on your mantle,and tie on it a blue~=
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striped scarf.For these are my>colors,the colors of my house,
the house called Israel,and very unh#ppy it is,and on every strest
1t 1s mocked by the soms of fortune", | |
With embarassment the knight falters,"Senora,youhave mis-

understood my unfortunate joke»m~butvno joke over the hpuse of
Isreel -~1 nyself am descended from the hmuse of Israel! He is
then recognised by the Rabbl as the ERX nephew of Isaac Abarbanel
who had converted to Christianity.If there ls any doubt as to
what person the knight 1s intended to represent,it is soon dis-
pelled when the hero scemts the odor coming from the communipy-
kichen."Oh,1f you only knew,Abrabam,how this odor lures me.When-
ever I am in the city,it is this which attracts me to the tents
of Jacob.My delight is not ¥® mingke with the people of tod,cer
talnly not to pray herejbut only for the sake of eating dé I
frequent the Judengass".

"You have never loved us,Don Isaac".
o 9Yes“,replied the_Spaniard,ﬁirlbveJydur;kitchen far more than
your raithgthe 1atter 1acks th@ proper sauce.l haven't'been able
to digest you properly.Bven in your best daysjeven in the days of
my ancestor David,I was not able to toleraté you,and I would have
run some finsrmorning from Mt.Zion and emigrated to Phoenicla,
or to Babylon,where the love of life foamed in the temples of the
gods".

"You blaspbeme the one God",the Rabbi murmured darkly,you

are far worse than a Christlan,you are a heathen,an idolwworshipperﬁ.

"Vves,I am aheathen,and just as unbearable as the thin,sorrow=
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ful Hebrews are the sad tormentdrs,the Nazarenes.Qur dear Lédy
- of Sidon,the holy Astarte must forgive me that I‘kneel and pray
before the mother of the c¢rucifiled,riech-in sorrows.Only my knee
and tongue worship deathjmy heart remains true to life." | |
"But, do not lokk so sourly",continued the Speniard,when he‘

saw how little hils speech seemed to edify the Rabb;,"do not look
at me with diggust.My nose has not become renegade.When by chance
Ircénm to this street at dinner~tdme,and when to my nose came the
familiar odors of the kitahen,then longing seized mej;the same
that filled.our fathers when they.harkad baék to the flesk~pots
of Egypt;fine%smﬁlling youthful reminiscences arose.within me . "
) Here we have Heine in every detall.Two 1eading motives -
one Jjocular,the other sinoere,mark‘thdSpassgge.Let us first dis-
pcgequ this_pﬁedilectlon for Jewish dishes.We have read how he
forgave G@hn,thé rabbi of the temple,for heaping coals on his S
‘head,becauea the néxp Saturday hejenjoyed;a gpod Jewish meal at
his homm.SGatterqd phroughoutrﬂeinefs works 1lie many ref@renges
in the same vein,ﬁo the‘culinary powers of the Jewlsh people.But,
1 am tempted to quote the following passage from LUDWIG BORNE as
the finest example of 1ts kind. |

| "; must not fail at this eccaslon to mention that Borne inw-
#1?@& me,during my stay in Frankfurt,to lunch withone of his frlends
beeause‘the latter,with true perseverance in the Jewish.oustom,
-would place béfore me the famous Shalet.And in fact I énmoyed this
diéh which is,perhaps of Hgyptian origin and as old as'thé~pyramids.

I marvel that when later Bﬁrne,apparently in humorous mood,but
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actually with plebeian malice aforethought,through meny an insinua-
(
tion and invention-~incited the mob against hhe head of a crownéd

poet ,just as is done with temporal rulers.l marvel thal in his

wrltings he has nevér told with what appetite,enthudasm,devotion,

and convietlon I once consumed the old Jewlsh Bhalet at the home
of Dr.St-~,This dish is most excellent,and one must painfhlly ro-
gret that the cgristian church which borrowed so much good from
the old Judeism has not also adopted the Shalet.Perhaps it has
reserved this for the futuke,end when things go ill,when her holii-
est symbols,even the cross,lose their valuejthen the Christian
church can take to eating Shalet,and the.disappearing nationg will
growd with renewed appetite toAhsr bosom,Thsn,at least,the Jews

will adopt Christianity with sincerity--for,as I clearly perceive,

1t is only the Shalet that holds them bogether in the old bonds.

Borne went so far as to assure me that the apostates who have gone
over to the new organization need only to smell the Shelet in order
t0 be seized With a certain longing for the syﬂagoguew—the Shalet
is,as it were,the renz-des-vache of the Jows".

- 80 much fo phe superficies of humor that covers the bilt

' quoted from the RABBI.The serilous element is quite important,end

opens up the most difficult problem connected with Hedine,namely,
the religious one.But before entering upon ityI shuuld 1like to.‘
suvbmit Heine's last diatribevagainst ponversi6n4A1though he places-
thé utterance in the mouth of Borne,the sentiments and words are
all his own.Borne could never have mustered enmough esprit to write,

much less,to utter such a blend of burlesque with bitter humor.
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"You see" ,Borne seld,"the Roths%%ﬁs have so much money that they

fill us with an awful respect.They identify themselves,so to speak,

with the idea of money,and money cannot be despised.In addition
those people have been most eautious in avolding the ridicule which
accrues to so many baronised families of the 01d Tedtament ,Bap=—
tism 1s now the order‘of the day with the wealthy Jews,and the
gospel which was preached.unavailingly to the poor of Judea,now
flounishes among the rich.Buﬁ)since the acceptance of the same is
mere self~-delusion,df not real falsehood,and the hypocritical
Christlanity contrasts at tlmes with the old Adam,these people
seriously expose themselves to ridleule and mockery.Or,do you
believe thatlby baptlisnm onefs_inner nature becomes transformed? Do
you believe_that'one ¢an change lice into fleas 1f he sprinkles
them with Wéﬁerﬁ?
"I do not". | N |

| "Neither do I,end it is a melancholy as well as ludicrous
slght for me when I see the old lice who originally eame from Egypt
suddenly delude themselves with the notlion that they are fleas.
And they begin to jump in a Christian fashion.I have seen on the
streets of Berlin old daughters of Israel who wore long crosses
on theirrnecks,crosses‘whioh were longer than their}noses,and which
reched down to theirAnaVald;in theirrhands they clasped a gogpel %%fww”v/
hym-~book as they spoke of the beautiful sermon they had just
listened to in the Trinity chirch.Still more repulsive was the
appearance of dirty bearded Jews,who had just emerged from thelr

Polish cloeces,and who had been wooed for heaven by the Berlin




/8

Conversion Soclety,and who were preaching Chriatlanity in a
tongueutied dislect,and who stunk softerribly withal .In any case,
1t wore more desirable if suchlike Polilsh folk were not baptised
with water but with Eau-de-Cologne". 7

"In the house of & dead manj I interrupted,"one does not
speakvpfrrqpes,dear Doctorjstell me rather,where are the large
oxen which,according to my father,useé to run about the Jewlsh
cemotery in Frankfurt,and which roared so frightfully at night
that the rest of the neighbors were disturbed",

"Your father",eried Borne,"has told you no lie,Formerly
there exlsted this custom.The Jewish cattle—dealers would,accord-
ing.to the Biblicalrprescpiption,dedioaterthe first born male}to
God,With this in view they would bring them from all districts to
Frankfurt,where thet_devcted the Jewish cemetery to pasture for
God's oxem.There they would live untll their blessed death,and
they really bellowed teerificelly.But Bhe old oxen are now dead,
and the cattle of to-day have not the true bellef;their first-
bownvremain sedately aﬁ home , 1if they do not turn completely to

Christianity.The old oxen are dead",
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HEINE AND HIS RELIGIOUS VIEWS.
I should be transcending the limits’of my subject were I to at-
tempt & study of Helne's attitude towards religion.Granting even
the_legitimacy_of its inolu@ion.amgng}other chapters,the matter
appears so involved and obscured by conflicting evidence that it
were better to acknowledge Incompetency torstruggle with 1t.By
its very nature the question of Helne's religious views remains
hopelessly impossible of final analysis.First and foremeoat of the
reasong for this ils the poet'slirreaistablevoapriee.Read his "Hés~
tory of Religion and Philesophy in Germany",and you find yoursdlf
;nextripably entangled in & netwark of contradictions,both uncon =
sciqus and‘wilful;fantastid Interpretations,now serious and then
fercical «Even Leland,who a€inule,is extremely patient,gives up the
aptempt to reduce this intractable metter to sowething like a reco-
gnisable shape.oﬁ_one page Heine 1auds the Oaﬂblics;on another he

runs foul 6f}them.In"on6 line he extols the Protestants,and on the

next he cvgshesvthemuﬂe is in turn deist,atheist,positivist.Inron@

mood he loves Jesusjin the next moment he curses hils blessed memory.

Another difficulty is not so much ascribable to our author as bo
his assiduous critics--especlally those who compile works 1like
"Heines Relation to Religion'etc.One treats the poet as a religlous
philosopher witha systemof his own, just as they write voluﬁea on
Shakespere's ethleal codes.Another oonfouﬂé'religioh with philo-
sophy,and Weltanschauung withvpragtisedrreligions 1ike Christilanity.
Were I to make anpttemptrat clarification of some of these moot

questlons,I should imvolve myself still deeper in enlgmas,because
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I should be forced to subtilize my Interpretation of what "Jewish"
means.l should have to present a Qlaésification of Heine's beliefs .
and oninions,and pretend to see in this or that particular view
a "Jewish"element.This mey be a proper task for scholastic inqulry,
but I prefer to stay on terrs firme.The evidence for Heine?s opini=
ons on Jewish questions dgke orthodoxy,nationalism,or conversion,
is direct and 1rrefutgble§5u$_one needs only to compare the many
monographs on his religious views to reallse that in the latter
caserinterpretation hinges solely_on‘thercritics owr, defini@ion
of terms,and 1énds itself most reedily to his personal bias,

It should be made clear that this refers essentlally to
the first decade pf Heine's stay in Paris,let us say from I830
o IB@O.He-had no ruligion in the commonly accepted sense of the
tefm when he left for the French capiltal.He delighted to call him-
self "atheisp",perhqps the most elastlc term in philosophical
nom@nclature,to shock his ﬁeighbors,As;an early disciple of Hegel,
who cannot be charged withztoqmnch conclseness of phrase and
meen ing,he had at hls command an armorvahere he obtalned the shafts
he kept hurling‘through@% this period at the various schools:
delsts,thelsts etc.At tlmes he is chaeged with having active sym~
pathy with the St.Simon;sts;espep;ally with their hedonistic philo-
sophy.Then again,he 1lg labelled as a'q§fst_on the ground of a e
few fine pqssages on gpinoza.lt ls possﬁbie to discover in this
veritable maze of ldeas a few which we ﬁight with profit consider
ag affeoting hig Jewlsh positilon,

We know that upon hisg entrance into'Paris,he threw himgelf
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with abandon into the wild 1life of the clty.His comduct became =
matter of notoriety;bul there may be dxtenuating cilroumstances
for the sudden change.In Germany he could not visit a large centre
without being brought forclbly t0 an awareness of his social po=~
sition.In every city there was antl~semitism to arouse him,and
even hatred from his fellow-Jews to embitter him.In Paris there
wag no Jewish problem.The house-hold virtues,bred of sequestered
Ghetto~}1fe,seemed no longer an ineredicable Jewlsh inheritance.
The romentic austerity with which ,in his imagindngs,he had envel-
oped the Jews,fell from them as he ylelded himself to Parisian
luxuries.In short,Heine became a gensuvallst In practice.Now,if
@here_wag anything at_whiqh.he was most adepﬁ,it was in hisg knack
of selfwjustificatlion.To read his 1etters one might think that he
wag the most injuredisaint that ever trod earth.At £he game of assu-
ming righteous Indignatlon he is wsurpaased.S0 he finds excuse
for hils luxurilous indulgence in 1ife by taking unto himself a
gsensualist philosophy’He dilscdévers that the Greeks were lovers of
the beautiful,that thay abhorred the asceticism of the Semites,
that they devoted themselves unremittingly to the wostship of true
1iving;and that in opposition to the_SEmites,they glorified the
flegh.Therefoe,says Helngyl am bécome 8 Hellene,and I announce my-
self as an Inveterate enemy.of the Nazarite,and by this term he
ineluded members of all modern religions,Jews and Mohammedans,es
well as Christiang. | |

I do not mean to be flippant in this evaluation of Heine's

religious views;but in the light of modern aesthetic criiicism,
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Helne was rgﬁly nearer the'pole he profassed to abhorAlthough
Brandes tfao&s a wonderful kinship b;tween Heine and Aristophanes,
and although there are scettered in his writings many reminiscen-
cesof Greek influence,il 1s assfe,on the whole,to agsert that he
wag no Hellene in spivityEspecaally is this true when we remember
that the Great Heathen Goethe was the real modern incarnation of
the Greek ideal.Heine,lt 1s true,set up as the latter's champlon
against Menzel,butvthere is little in his works which betrays
thatdeep serenity and lofty idealism whilch attest to the validity
of Goethe's clailm.

But there is one sense in Whictheine may be said to heve
approximated the Greek ldesl,and 1t comes to the fore whenlwe
compare him with Borne.As Intimated in an earlier chépter,there

are striking resemblances between these two representatives of

opposed camps.Their similaryouthful endowments and experiences are

set forth In a masterful fashion by Brandes,who dispels the current

notion which would make_Heinara‘Jewigh prophet .On the contrary ke
offers sulificlent grou@é for applying this term rather bbd Borne.
For ,while Heine,with his characteristic sense of humor,withdraws
from the sociallstic cirole$ of Paris when he realised that they
were utopian dreamers,BSrne,with the rigor and zeal of a Hebrew
prophet-~and with the same amount of humor--guards the last out-
posts of his vanlshing hopes.It wes réﬁlyAthis egsential differ-
ence between the two that brought about the migsunderstending which
culminated in the Memoir of Borne.This little book is valuable,

in that,among other things,it gives us an Insight into the "new
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religion” which the poet created for himgelf.

Wo get & glimpse of the main ides in this Llittle bit from
the memolr:"The hate (for Goethe) which burned in hin against the
man and which flamed more and more passionately,was simply the
necessary consequence of a sharp differnce which wag found@d.on
the diverse natures of the two men.No petty jealousy ruled here,
but an unselfish Oppositién,whichvbelongs,to hereditary instincts,
an antagonlsm as old as the world,which evinceé itgell in the en~
tire hisﬁqry of the human race,and whichrappeared mést gloriously
%n the duel which took placgrbetween Jewish spiritualily and
H@lienicrexaltation of life,a duslvwhich has not yet been decided
and perhaps never will beAend@d.The little Nazarite hated the Great
Greek,who was,moreover,a Greek deltyl |

A short phrase iy the following excerpt is of itself suffic~
lent to dispose of the greater bulk of print wagted on the question

of Heine's religion dﬁring the yeastBSO—éO.He makes 1t clear that
we need not exercise ourselves about his having}adopted e new faith
or recelved a new dispensation.Whet many are led to call"fdith",
he describes as"disposition".

"As5 in his_assertionsvcongerning‘Goehhe,so also in his
Judgments of other writars,BSrne betrayed his Nazarite convietions.
I say "Nezarite" to avold using "Jewish'or Christian",although
both expresslons are to me synonyméus,and are used by me to indi- -
cate not a falth but a disposition."Jews" and "Chriatisns" are

‘to me words clogely related in idea,in opposition to "Hellenes",
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with which name I desilgnate no'particular nation,but an innate

a8 well asAaquired tendency of the spirit and mode of conception.
In this comnection I might say that all men are either Jews or
Hellenes ,men with ascetie_instincts,enemies of plastic art,and
seekers after spiritualisatlon,men endowed with a love for l1life,
proud of self~realisation and of a reallstic nature.Thus,there were
Hellenes in familles of Gomman preachers,and Jews born in Athens,
who descended perhaps from Theseus."

Aside from this phllosophy of life--sprung as it evidently
wag,out of hils pleasure~loving nature,and out of a need for justw
ifying his actions and attitudes,there is nothing to support the
idea that Heine had any reiglous convictioms during this period.
The life that he led precluded &heir necessity;it took years of
sober reflection bn the "mattress-grave" to achieve something
like a religious view of the world. ,

Perheps I cBn best clinch the argument by s@ibmitting
one of those 111uminating comments which Leland'made wh%le trang~
lating some of Heine's prose."It must be admitted that nowever in-
teresting or entertaining}it may be to follow our author through
the astonishing variety of7Hebrew,Christian,Hellenic,Sentimﬁntal~
Gatholic,Protestant,deistic,Naturélistie,atheiaticﬁProtestant
opinions which he entertains either consecutively or simultameously,
1t is extremely difficult to understand what he ever did believe
in.As the Scotchmen said of the haggils'There's a vara great deal
o' fine confused feedin' aboot it".Au fond,Heine believed in any~-

thing that gave him an opportudity to say something clever".
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Jewish  Sentiment.
I have chosen,for want of & better,the above title to character-
ize the rich and random utterances of our author which came into
light during the middle periocd of his activity,that 1s to say,
between the great revolutionary epochs of I830and 1848.While it
demands a most fantestic lmaginatlon to dlscover in these ideas
a clear—li%&@d,and organized body of Jewish thought,it ought,on
the other hand,strike the casual reader that even in the riotous
turmoil of Parisian life,while blatantly trunpeting his anti=-
Nagaribe faith,and broadening national into cogmopolitan enthu~
slasms,Helne still cherished enoﬁgh vitel Jewish sentiment to
infuse into a respectable portion of his works.From several view~
péimts'we mey look upon these writings as the most important
of allsIn his earlier works the Jewish passion blazes forkh at
white heat.The poems'Edon’and "Amensor" indicate unmitigated
zeal and burning love for his people.But the reverse of the shield
is not so bright.Like sQrmany.self—appointed champions he feels
the pangs of unréﬁited effort.Whenever an indlscreet expression
aroused uneasiness among those to whose defemse he had loudly
devoted his.strenghh,he turns on them witqé bitter snarl.Then the
glorious viﬁ%ims_bepom& disgusting oppressors,or if they still
ma inta in their hue s the oppressed,they are unworthy of his
efforts in thelr behalf.From pitiful martyrs he trangforms them
into despicable denizens of the Stelnweg.het us bear constantly
in mind that Heine is preeminently a poet,a capricious,irritable

and 1pall things,unreliable creature.And this April temperament
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comes to the surface mosth conspicuogsly in his Jewilsh writings.
About the year 1839 Heine's views on Jewish questlons under-
went .a thorough transformation.We can best understand this by re-
ferring to the currents of thought which in those days moved in
men's minds.Already the reaction‘signalized by the Congress of
Vienne had spent ite vi@al force.In Germeny,as in France and
England,the youth of_the land was looking forward to unknown
eventualities which in one strgke woﬁldnghange the'face of the
politieal world.It was an age of dreams,but dreams of different
textgre than the visions Which appeared to th@ French Revolution~-
lsts.The Congress had subdued the colorg of lideallstiec imegery.
Men of the sgtamp of Helne and B&rne,particul&rly the former;never
lost sight of the obstacles which the former revolutionists had
Qvetlooked.Europe,théy r%iiséd,was ﬂvast network of intricate and
vexing questilons.In every:land there was & peculiar problem to be
solved.Tt was the old struggle in a new form--monarchy against
demogracy.Now,th@y‘Paasoned,if we can get one land,PFrance,to set
the example to the other EuroPean nations,then it must follow
as the night the day,that all the peoples,even the dull Germans,
could not fail to see the light.Thils accounts for much of Helnes
‘Qarly actlvity in Paris.But what 1s more germene to our study,it
accounts for the change in the poet's Jewlsh oﬁﬁook.It was no
longer a question of Jew_agéinst Gentile;still less was 1t a
matter of Hamburg or Frankfurt Jews against the humiliating adiéﬁs

of a Philistine government.These trifles were now sunlf in the glare
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of the great sun of universal emencipetion.Menkind was greater than
the Jewish people. {

"But what is the great question of the age? It is that of emanci-
pation,Not simply the émancipation of the Irish,Greeks,frankfurker
Jews ,West Indian negroes and other pppressedrraoes,but the emancil-
patién of the whole world.,and especially that of Europe,whilch
has atteined 1ts majority end now tears itself loose from the
leading=strings of a privileged arisgtocracy."

These few sentences from the "Relseblilder form an eaccurete
summation of the change of attitude.The nationalist of the Berlin
period was gone,and in its place there appeared the indifferen-
tist,transcending in his:iviews the narrower solution of the
Jewish prbblem.There do occur a few instances where Helne does
ralse his voicé,in behalf of the Jews,most noteworthily in the
Damascus affa%r,but they lack the fire_vahis earlier efforts.

In 8 letter to Moser (Avignon Nov.8,I836) he re-echoes the
above sentiment."I am hated and slandered by both Christian and
Joews .The letter sare enraged because I have not drawn my sword for
their emancilpatlon in Baden,Naessau,or Krahwinkel towns.0 what
stupidity.Only before the gates of Rome cen Carthage be defended.
Have you also misunderstood me?"

Before presenting«representative quotations from each of

Heine's works during this perilod,it wolld be advisable to note

several changes in temper as well as in outlook.Need I re~emphasize |

the different conditions under which he throve?He weg chfronted

no longer by the squalor of Jewlsh town and Ghetto-lifejhe need
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no longer fear th cabals of the Church or the intrigues of jeal=~
ous Jews.le could speak freely without dreading imminent hounding.
As an avowed Christdan,living in free Paris,he need not feel the
stings of anti~89mitism.He was no more a Jewi;but a cltizen of the
worldihe had exchanged his painful Judens%@erﬁé for a more comfort=-
able cosmopolitanisw.Now,sino@ Judalsm was nolonger an ever~present
ddily problem,he could afford to view it in better perspective.We
find already in his first prose work of the Paris perlod that ten-
dency_to ide@ixe Jewish 1lilfe which was ot distingulsh his writimgs
t111 the end., |
SGHNABELEWOPSKI has be@n called Heilne's mogt immoral work.
In truth it does reveal the unbridled»exuberance which arose from
his hearty immersion in Parislan life.Its imagery is simply riot-
oug;it is the expression of Heine's Joy in his freedom.Upon the
figure of the Jew Sdmson he lavishes his finest powers.In a houme
of sceptics,of enemies to religion,this old~fashioned Jew adheres
staunchly to the failth of hils fathers.Amldst the turmoil of god~
lessness he raises his volece In defence of Israel's‘protector.

Both in the speeches of thls staunch defender of the falth and in

‘the gplendid asides,we sense a seriousness which Helne rarely evin-

ces.The only tragic spot in this rollicking farce cccurg when
Samgon,engaging in a duel,suffers a wound for the sake of his God
Jehovah.In the death~bed speeches of the little man we have an ing~
tence of Heinels love for the Bible,the beginnings of which we shall
hear him explain a little later.

Ush--",sighed the sufferem,"it is a good thing that you come.
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You may listen and it will do you good.That is a dear good book.
My ancestors bore 1f all overvthe‘worla with them;and much pain,
misfortune,cursing and hateed,yes,death ltself,did they endure
for it.Bvery leaf In it cost tears and blood.It is the written
fatherland of the children of God.It 1s bhe holy inheritance of
Jehovah',
8anaon ls by no means an orthodox Jew;he is betber deslg-
natedwas a thelst.The rest of the crowd,steeped in Fichtean philoso-
phy deal theilsm a blow when one of thelr number kllls God's_dhamw
pin,the Jew.Leb us hear how Heine elaborates én this matter.
"Despite thls divine indifference,déspite this almost Human
 thanklessness,little Samson remnined a staunch champlon of thelsm -
- a8 I believe,from born inclination,for his father belonged to Gadle;
chosen folk,a race which God once very specilally protected,and
which,in gonsequenc@,has maintained a dependence on him till this
day.Jews are the most devoted of theists,especilally those who,
1ike little Samson,were born in the viecinity of Frankfurt.Thesa _'
may be ag republican ag they wish in political qeestlond-~yes,
they way roll in the very mud of Senscullotlsm,but the instant
that religious ildeas are involved,they become the humblest ser-
vantg of J@hovah,the old_fetish,who,however,will have nothing to
do with the whole dompany,and who has newly baptised himself to
a divinely pur@ﬂspirit.l‘believe ﬁhat‘this divinely pure spirit,
the new ruler of Heavan,Whﬁris now comceilved as being so moral,
80 cosmOpoliﬁe,and universal ,tekes it 11l to heart that the poor

Jews who knew him in his rude firdt form,remind hinm every day in
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their gynagogues of his early and Qbécure natlonal relatios.Pérw
haps the anclent Lord would faln forget that he was of Palestinian
origin and was once the God of Abraham,Issac,and Jach,and wag in
those times called Jehovah"

Here Heine is simply playing witﬂf few notions in his humor=
ous oaprice.Pressing Jewlsh questions no longer trouble Hlm;he
can afford to wax sentimental over Jewish history and the Jewish
people and their God.I cannot help feeling that bhere liles at the
bottom of Heine's later utterances on these matters more good-
natured and romantle affectaglon than meny critics are willing to
conceds He ré@ises that the myth of the wandering Jew with his -
inflexible Spirit_and unyielding idealism,affords a8 poetic a mater=
lal as any ingenious wrilter need dream ofj;and he utilizmes it as he
would have exploited‘the early Chrigtian martyrs had he been born
and reared a Gentile . Were Heine to awake nowk,and read the Beauti-
ful works whilch prove that hils Jewish soul developed according to
immutable laws and that its menifestations 6bserve orderly progeess
from birkh 46 death,he might repeat what he wrote to Moser:"O how
I despise the rabble of mankind,the uneircumeised and the Circum-~
clsed", | |

For sheer literary value there is ndhing in Heine's prose

that surpasses the passages of Jowlsh interest in "Shakespereis
Maidens and Women".It should be explained that he was asked to
supply & running commentary to a volume of portrails of Shakeéperebs
,WOmBn.I4®V@?y Instance he limits himself to a few ﬁaragraphs,exoept

in the case of Portia and Jessica.In these two instances he goes




into detall ;and frequentlyrrises to high earnestness.They are
both permeated with undeniable genulneness and warmth of feel ing.
In both‘he takes the opportunlity offered him and speaks his mind
on a few Jewilsh questlons.He beginsg hils articie on Jegsica with
these words:

"When I sew the plece played fn Drury Lane,there stood
behind me in the box a pale British beauty,who at the end of the
fourth act wept pmssionately and meny times oriled out:"The poor
man is wrdnged".##When I think of those tears I must Include the
M@rchant of Venice among the tragedies,althoughi{he frame of the
work is a composition of laughing masks and sunny facas,satyrforms
and amobats,as though the poet meant to make a comedy.Shakespere
perhapg intended originally to please the mob,to represent a real
wer-wolf,a hated fabulous belng who yearns for blood and pays for
it with his daughter and his.ducaté,and is over and above laughed
to scorn.But the genius of the poet,the gpirit of the wide world
whiéh ruled in him was even stronger than his own will,so that
it came to pass,that in Shakespere,despite the glaring grotesque-
nesg,he expressed the Justification of an unfortunate sect which
was Oppreésed by Providence from.insqruﬁable motives,with the hatred
of the lower and higher classes,and which did not always ﬁepurn
this hate with love."

7 Alone among the famous Shakesperian critics of the nine-
teenth century who have taken up the cudgels in defense of Shylock
agalnsthbhis Ghristdan adversaries,stands Heine.Some commentatdrs,

like Coleridge,plty Shylock,admire the genius that went into his
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creation,go so far as to apologise for him;yet none~-and for this
purpose I have compared the essays offthe leading critics—~~go so
fer as Heine in unqualifiedly defending Shylock,and derogating from
the customary tenderness with which %e enshrine the figures of An~
tonio and hls band.While Heine has been lgnored in the field of
Shakesperian criticism,it is interesting to note that he has in=-
fluenced at least one modern critic,This is the popular litterateur,
Sir.AtQuiller Couch,who in his recent volume on "Shakespere's Work-
menship" pursues the same line of argument originated by Heine,is
most severe in criticism of Shylock's antagomlsts,and what 1ls most
convineing,actually quotes Heine,Whose‘name I do not remember ewer
porhave réad in connection with Shakespere literature.let us hear
what Helne has himself to say in defense of Sﬁhock.

o - "With the exceptilon of Portia,Shylock 1s the most res-
pectable person in the whole plece.He loves money,he does not con-
ceal it,he criles it aloud in the public market places,But there is
one thing which helvaluesrabove money jand that 1s satisfaction for
his injured feelingsjithe just retribution for lnnumerable insults,
and though the borrowed sum be offered him tenfold,he refuses it.
No,sgg;ck loves money,but there are things which he loves more,and
among them is. his daughter,"Jessica my_dhild".Though he curses lker

in the greatest passion of his wrath,and would fain see her dead

at his feet,with the jewels In her ears and with the ducats in her
coffiin,he still loves her more than all duycats and jewels.Excluded
_from'public life and Christian soclety,and forced into the narrow

congolation of domestic happiness,there remin to the poor Jew only




family feelings,and these come fort@ from nim with most touching
tenderness", | | 7

No such charitable ref;ecﬁions are gpent upon the daught@r
Jesslca.She strikes Heine as a wayward,uappreclative girl,attached
to the frivolities of 1ife 1lke the llvely notes of the drum,and
"the wry-necﬁed fife".Bored by the constant seclusion in the ﬁéyhe
of a stern father,she yields to the sprightly Gentile.Only in ‘
one respect does she betray her origin."We may remerk in Jessica
a:certain timld shame,which she sannot overcome,when she must put
Qnﬂ,bOst dress.It may be that in this we recognize the remarkable
chastity which 1s peculiar to her race,and which gives its daughters
such a lovely charm.The chastity of the Jews is perhaps the result
of an opposgition which they encountered in the Orilental religions
- of sense and sensuality which once flourished ambng their neigh=
bors in rankest luxuriance,and which in céntinual transformation,
has survived td¢ the present dayli = . \

- As almost inveriably happens when Heine toucljes upon the
Jews,he unburdens himself of an accumulated mass of feelings and
ideas.Here,lik@wise,he delivers himself of a most incisive analy~
sis of anti-Semitism,which savors strangely llke a modern socialist
pamphlet .

"I do not condemn the hatred with which the common people
progecute the Jews ;1 condemn the unfortunate errors which caused
that hatered.The people are always in the right,in thelr hate,as
wekl as in their love,there is always at the bottom a perfadtly

correct instinct..But they do not know how to put emotions prop=




srly inmto shape,and so,instead of falling on the proper subjecls,
their grudge ¥alls on the innocent gcapegoats of the dlsorders and
dissensions of the time and place.The mob is in want;it lacks thé
means for enjoying life,and_thoughvghe high priest of the religion
of state assures 1t that man is heréﬁon earth to endure and to
suffer,and to obey the authorities in spite of hunger and thirst,
stiil}the people have gecret yearnings for what gratifies the
senges ,and they hate those In whose chests and safes the means
thereto lie hoarded up;they hate the rich,and are glad when reli-
gion permits them to glve full swing to their hatred She common
people hate in the Jews only the owners of money-~it was only
the heaped-~up metal which attracted the lightning of popular wrath
to the Jews.The gplrit of the time gave its password or parole
to that hatred.,==-- ,

- “We 1live no longer in the Middle Agesythe common folks themw
selves are more_enlightened;thay_n@ 1ohger kill the Jowd dead at

gight nor palliate their‘hatred with religign;our age 1s ﬁo‘longer
hot with relilgious zeal,the traditiomel grudge veils 1tself with
modern figures of speech,and the lower orders in the pot-houses
declaim against the Jews like their betters in the chamber of
Ydeputies,that'is,with mercantile,scientific,or even indugtrial
arguments.@nly_utter hypdcrites continue to give their haﬁred a
Eeligipus tinge and persecute the Jews Qdaccount of Christ.The
great multitude confess that mpterial interests are what really
are 8t stake,and will by a1l means make their realisation'bf their

industrial capaclties known to the Jews.Here in Frankfunt,for
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example,only twenty=-four believers in the laws of MNMoses can be.

married annually,lest their populatioh should increage,and there-

| by too muph compétitionrwith the Christian business people be

created Here the real reason for hating the Jews shows itself in.
its true face,and thig face has not only the gloomy fanatical feat~-
ures of the monkjbut the flabby,tricky traits of the tradesman,
whovin fear works in his business,as in behavior,to keep from being
beaten by the Jewlsh commercial spirit.

But is 1t the fault of the Jéws that this business spirit
hag turnedvitself round them in such manﬁar?The guilt liles entirely
in that lunacy wfthf.which man,in the Middle Ages,ignored the
meaning of industry,rogarding trade as something lgnoble,even trade
in money as somotulng acoecursed, and therefon%gdve that most profitm
able part of all busineds over to the Jews,so that the latter,being
excluded from all other oceupations,necessarily became the most

refined and expert merchants and bankers.The world compelled them

to become rich,and the world hated them for their wealth,and though

Christsanity has laid agdde all prejudices against wealth,and the
Christians hava_becom@ in trade and Industry as great rasgcals and
a8 rich ag the Jews,still the old popular hate against the latter

survives, the people persist in seeing in them always the Represent-

~atives of money,and hete them,You see that in higtory everyone is

right,the hemmer as well as the anvil." . | |

In #He study_of Portia ocours a passageAwhich”won.~ﬁhaadmiration
of Geoﬁge Eliot."Far more than all historicél persoﬁs wilt thou
think of Shakespere's Shylock when thou visitest Venice.He 1g ever

living while they are mouldered in their graves.Ahd when thou
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crossest the Rialto,thine eyes will seek him everywhere,and thou
deemest that he is behind s0mMe pillar(withvhis Jewish gabardine,
hig mistrusting,reckoning face,and thou believest that thou canst
hear his harsh voice:"Three thousand ducatg--well".I,at least,a
wandering hunter of dreams,looked round me on the Rialto to see

if I could find Shylock.T had something to tell him which would

‘have pleased him.Tt was,that his cousin Monsieur de Shylock of

Parils had become the greatest baron in all Christendom,and recelved
from their Catholic Me jestlies the Order of Isabella,whlch was origin~

ally instituted to celebrate the expulsion of Moors and Jews from

Spain.But I found him not on the Rialto,so I determined to seek my

old aquadintance in the synagogue.The Jews happened then to be cel@by
rating their anclent feast of explatiom,and were standing wrapped
up in their_white_Shau~fadenﬂg§1ar§n,with strange mysterious nod-
dings of the head,looking like a company of spectres.The poor Jews
who Stood there fasting end praying since early in the morning,

had not tasted food since the last evenlngjand had also first ofall
begged pardon-of all thelr aquaintances for any evil thing they
might have said of them during the past year,ﬁhat God might in like
manner fcrgive‘them their own sins--a beautiful sustom which very
str&ngely exists among thils race which haas ,however,remained aloof
from the teachings of Christ---.Though I looked all around the

synagogue on every side,I could see nowhere the face of Shylock.

And yet 1t seemed to me that he must be hidden there under one of

the white Talaren,praying more fervently than any one of hils
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fellow~believers,with stormy,wlld passionjyes,with madness,to the
throne of Jehoveh,the severe divine{monarch.l saw him not.But, A
towards evening,when,according to the beliefs of the Jews ,the
gates of Heaven are closed and no further prayer can enter,l heard
a volce in which tears flpwed as they never wept from eyes.There
wag a gobbing which might have moved a stone to pltyjthere were
utterancey ofvagény whilch ummx&lcould have come only from a breast
which held shut within ltself all the mertyrdom whlch an utterly
tormented race had endured for»centuvies.Itlwas the death-rattle
of & soul which,weary to death,sinks to the ground before the
gates of Heaven.And thls volce seemed to be well known to me--as
if I had heard it long ago,when it wailed just as despalringly-=--
"Jegsica,my child', |

¥t becomes quite evident that at the maturing of his powess’
Helne was seized with 2 feeling of kinshlp BX with the Jews;for,
only on this supposition can we explain the letters which,in 1840,
he wrote for the'Allgemeine Zeitung",on the riots in Damascus.These
nptices deal with the famous ritual-murder trial,in which the fews
were qharged with having slain a Capuchin moﬁk.On political graunas
they were gaved from the wrath of the clergy by the French consul.
In his first article,Heine reveals the infamous character of these
charges.In another he accuses Thiers for indifference in a matter
of this sort which was so bound up with the interests of humenity.
This attack on Thiers is a proof of Heine's sincerity jfor Thjers
had been the chief agent in procuring for the indigent poet a pen~
sion from the government.

Tn the third report,Heine strikes nesrer home,.This time he .
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discusses the stand taken by the Jews of France in this matter.
With bitter irony he informs them that they resemble thé average
Frenchmen in making gold thelir God.He lashes them for their lack
of interest in this terrible affair.They have become too cowardly,
he sa&s,to interfere in behakf of their correligionists.Worse than
all are the converted Jews who out of sheer renegade hypocrisy,act
worse than do the born enemies of Israel.The only one to egcape
Heine's wrath is Cremieux,the French minister,whom Helne pralses
for tﬁe unselfish interest he took in the affalr,

- In'the lotter of July 30,I840,he wriltes another passionate
plea for the Jews. It is of avpiece with the rest of the Jewilsh
writings of the period.One me§ truthfully maintain that Heine is
inrdead aarnest.Up‘td this time he had done nothing more than

play with Jewlsh fancies.Even in Shakespere's’Women",he was halfl-
sentimental JThe beautlful passage abput Shylock in the synagogue
betrays a love for the romantic cheracter of the martyred Jew.In
the‘straight~fdrward attacks on the machinations of the Clergy,

he identifles himself openly with the people he had for a time
forsaken.In spite of hils charlatanism ,he had much of the Byronie.
hatred of oppression,in any form,in hls soul. Thls combination of
cyniclsm and idealism which merked Heine throughout his life ,1s
not sufficlently taken into accoynt by the critiecs.To most of
them,he 1s either a mountebenk or a misunderstood dresmer;the fact
appears to be that he was nelther completely,but that his peeul iar
flavor 1s the result of the blending of these two elements .So it is
not at all surprilsing,to one who takes this view,that on one page
he rhapgodises on Jewish history,and on the other,he pours out his

hotvcontempt for his contemporaries., At any rate,very few of the
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Jewlsh leaders of hls da&,who were 1QPd in thelr censure of this
wanton poet,had enough courage to come into the open with a protest
against the Damascus_atrocities. Heinefs case is a glaring example
of the beautiful consistency of humen naturé.'

B In the same year that these protests appeared,Heine issded
hils famous MEMOTR OF BORNE.I have already discusée@ the chief ideas
which the author intended to emphasize in the work,as well -as hving
quoted some of its most noteworthy passages.The highest service
which this book renders té our study,ls that 1t sheds 1light on
the new passion which filled Heine during the later years of his
life,and which glorified his 1ast Jewish utterances.This is no
other than a deep love for the Bible,with its consequent strength=-
ening of his love for the Jewish nation.As 1f in retrospect,Heine
quote$ a piede.from‘a supposed diary ofahis;dated July 1I830,0r hen
years before the Memolr itself appeared.

"Yesterday was Sunday,and since a leaden boredom lay oﬁer
the whole islahd,and presged on my head--~I geized a Bible in a
:fit of despair--and I admit to you,in spite of the fact that I am
secret1y a Hellene,the bobk not only entertained,but edified me
Immensely .What a book IAs large and broad as the world ltself,taking
root in the q%ths of creation,and towering into the blue secrets
of heavenj;sunrise and sunset;promise and fulfillment,the whole drama
of mankind~~~all is in this book.Tt is the Book of books;u"biblia“~
The Jéwskmay easlly console themselves for the loss of Jerusalem;
 the temple,the ark of the covenant,the golden utensils,and the

jewels of Solomon.Such 2 loss 1s slight in comparigon with that of




tlmes which .occured above their very heads.

the Bible,the indestructible treesure which they preserved.If I err
not ,it was Mohammed who dubbed them "the poople of the book"s-a
neme which is st1ll used to’designate_them}in the Orient,and which
had a profound significance.Their fatherland,their_posseésions,
their ruler,thelr fortune and misfortune,is a book.They live within
the defined 1imits of_this book.Here they enjoy inalienable civil
rightsshence they cannot be exiledj;they cannot be persecuted;through
it they are powerful and wobthy of admiratlon.Immersed In the read=
ing of‘this book,they took 1ittlé heed of the changes whiéh took
place in the world abouﬁ them;peoples rose and fell ;atates bloomed
and withered,revolutions stormed over the earth;they,however,lay

bent over thelr book,and notice nothing of the wlld chase of the
"

]
Just as the prophet of the Orilent has callled them "the people

of the book",Lhe pré%et of the Qccident terms them in his history,
"the people of the spirit".Already in their earliest origins,as

may be noted in the Pentateuch,the Jews reveal their predilection‘
for the abstract,and thelr entire religion 1s nothing more than

an act of dialectilcism,whereby metter and spirit are divorced,and

the absolute is recognised only in the unique form of spirit.What

a terribly isolated stand th@g,must have taken against the nations

of antiquilty,so devoted to the jomous worship of nature,and who
conceived apirilt rather in the phenomens of matter through imageé
and symbols.What‘a frightful opposition they must have formed against

the motley Egypb,swarming with hieroglyphics,againgt Phoenicla,the
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great Astartegm temple of joy,or even against'the beautiful sinner,
the‘fair,sweetwscented Babylon,and finally,against Greece,the
blooming land of art",

This 1s written in the "grand ﬁty]e",to be sure,but it smacks
a great deal of Helne's pose.The elaborate distinctions which he
draws between the cultures of the Hebrews and the other oriental
nations,made good literary material for his facile pen.’As I remar-
ked,when speaking of his so=~called religlous views,lt seems that
all this rant about the Hellenlic and Hebraic cults weg: merely
a figurative poetical embellishment of Heines ordinarily healthy
love for the Jewish people. Hegel had s8t the fashion of ideal lsing
the tritest facts of life;j;so Heine weaveg about a prosaic national
feeling a wreath of poetical adornments,.Surely,the grandiose pilc~
ture of the Hebrew and his‘Bible makes fine reading;no one can fall
to enjoy its sheer literary splendor.But I cannot avoid feeling that
Heine is "vaporising" to a large extent. There is nothing in his
later letters to indlcate that he wes undergoing a new birth,inso=-
far as Jewish sentiment was conoernede%appears simply to have
found a rich veln of fitarary ore which promises to yield the pure
gold of eloquence and fine writing.

For him the problem of emancipation was enother wreck in
humanity's lumber-room,Hfe was not‘looking forward to a future rev=
olution as he had done befobe 1850°He had become disillusioned.Be
was becoming portly and famous.He wrote with'contempt of the wild
idealists who crowded about Borne in Paris,end narrates with high

glee,how at one of thege lofty getherings hiw watch was stolen from
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him.Endowed with more common=-sense than a man ofrﬂgﬁne's-type,he
realiged,after the fallure of the 1850 revolt, that a violent shake=
up of society,such éa Borne and hilg men had plaﬁned,could never
gsucceed.In hig political thinking he was becoming "cons@rvativ&%,
not in the sense that he was serving the powerful classeg,but
that he looked down with sobered good=nature on tﬁe futile and
distracted strivings of averuyouthfulrvisionaries. Cnce in a while,
to prove that he had not lost touch with ldealistic movements,he
would come forward and launch a few attacks on the foes of progress,
but in his later years he was,except for the purposes of literary |
expression,a well=geasoned sceptic.Withdrawn into himself,he spun
out a beautiful web of gilded imagery concerning the future of
man, the Bible,the Jews etc°Wheﬁ he wrote as apoet,he was In deep
earnest;let ug not decry him to that extent;but,as he once remar-
ked to Moser;"All this must not be taken too serilously".Some of
his fine passages are maesterpleces of prose;from what we know of
the man,we must be convinced that the best we can gay of them
is that they have a romentilc interest in Judeism. See with what
imaginative abandon he speaks in the followlng extract from the
fourth book of ﬁhe Memoir,

"In fact,the Jows are made of the same dough of which the

gods are made.If they are trodden undee foolt to-day;to-morrow

they are adored on the knees.Whille some rumuege in the wretched
mire of trade,others attain the highest peaKs of humenityjand
Golgotha 1s not the omly mountain where a Jew bled for humanity's ;

salvation.The Jews are thepepple of the spirit,and whenever they




return to thelr former ideals,they become great and_magnificent,

putting to shame and defeating their prude oppressors.The proféund
Rogenkrantz compared them with thekgiant‘Antaeus,withrthis difference,

that the latter rega ined strength when he touched the earth,but -

that the former wom new powers as soon as they came in ocontact ﬁith

heaven.Pecul iar embodiments of both glaring extremes;while among

Lhis people my be found all possible caricatures of vileness,fhere
‘may also be discovered in its midst the ideal of purest humaﬁity.

And just as at one time it led the world in new tracks of progress,

so,perhaps,the world may expect stiillfurtharﬂinnovations of ‘them,
.ﬂmature“,said Hegel once to me,"is very queerjthe very materials

that she uses for lofty ends she also employs for the lowest achieve~

ments «(After a.éhrse joke,Heine refers this to the Jews.) Howeve

that may be,it is quite lilkely that tﬁe mission of this people i1s

not yet fulfilled"----

Heine then compares the diffwerent notions which.the Jews

and Germans entertain of their saviors.The latter expect the:old

Barbarogsa,of whom legend tells that he did not glie,but was shut

up in the Kyffhauser until his people needed him again.The Jewish

notion'was explained to our author by a Rabbl Manasseh ben Naphtalil

of Cracgﬁ,whom.ﬂeine visited~~zo he says--~1in Poland.The author puts

into the mouth of the o0ld man a description of the Messiah,purbortn

ing to be taken from the Telmud.The savior leads a pleasent lifse,

singg,plays,studies Kabbalab,and hes the reporty of the status &f

hilg people read to hin daily.The only draw=-back to this blissful

existence 1s that the Messilah is manacled with golden chalns.The
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Rabbi explains thet there 1s great fear thet when the servants
read @@)tbe savior_theksuff&rings of his people,h@_might rush down
to tﬁeir aid,and thus anticipateAﬁheir hopes of his arrival.Hence
the chains of gold.A reador witha turn for allegory might wmake much
capital out .of this story.

| The comment which Heine mekes to this tale of the?rabbi,reads
]ik@ a lyric:"0,delay no longer, fair!ﬂeqsiah,who will rescue not
alone Israel,as the uperstxtious Jewu imagine,but all of suflfering
humanity.O tear not ye golden chains .0 keep him fettered bdbut a

1ittle while,lest he come too soon,the savior king of the world",

_ Tn the same vein he composes a poem on the new Jewish hospl=-
tai at Hanburg,&herein he says
" a Hospital for Jews who're sick and needy,
For those three~fold unbappy sons of sorrow,
Afflicted}by the three dire misfortunes,
0f poverty,disease and Judaism.

The worst by far of all the three the last 1s,

That family misfortune,thousand years old,

That plague whioh‘had its birth in Nile's far valley,
The old Egyptian‘and unsound rel iglon.

Tncurable deQQpain,against which availl not

Nor douche,nor vapor~bath,the apparatus

Of surgery,nor all the means of healing

Which this house offers to ites sickly ilnmates.

Will time,etermal goddcoss,ever extinguish

This glowing 111 ,descending from the father

4
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Upon the son---and will the grand-gon ever

Be cured ,and become rational and happy?

THE LAST YEARS.

When the stirring days of I848 were overturning political affairs
in Eurore,Heine was beginning his long travall on the "mattress~gravel’
The critics are unlted in belleving that the quiet as well as the
thought which these yemks brought to him,contributed to a heightening.
 of hisg genius far beyond his previous manilfestations.Removed from
actual contact with life,neglected after the novelty wore off,ewen
by his best friends; Heine% humor gained in power,but there 1ls a
melancholy about it which Indicates the refining influence of this
affliction.Witness the following letter printed in a Paris sheet
to correct false reports of his 1llness."I an no longer a divine
biped;I am no longer the "freest Germsn except Goethe",as Ruge
called me in healthler days;I am no longer the great heathen Nr,IT),
whom one compared with the wine-leaf crowned Dionysus,while he gave
to my colleague Nr.l the title of a Jupitef of the grand-duchy
of Welmar,I am no jogpous,beloved Hellene who laughs jovially at
the sorrowful Nazarene--I am only a poor Jew,sick unto the death,

a withered image of grief,an unhappy mortal."

Tt requires very little originality to explaln the evident

revergal of spiritual conviection In the poet.Once granted the

joys of Paris,we have a philosophy in accord with such an existence.
Eoor_eomfort,hbwever,islthis falth %o a man who cannot move from
his couéhgbr taste food,or feel the kisses of his wife.lt would

be a hollow mockery to entertain a care~free view of the world,
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if he must 1Lift his eye-~lash with a finger in order to behold it.
The Hellenic point of view is clearly out of place.Now he has an
opportunity of testing th?'beauty which under~lay the sorrowful
Nazarite attitude towards life. Helne is the opportunist“par excel~
lence."

In this last perlod of his life there occurs but one fatal spot
to mar the sincerity of all his productions.Thls is a letter which
he wrote in quember 1851 to St.Réne Taillander,who had asked Heilne
for a brief sketch of his career.Among other things occurs this
sentence:" My mncestors were members of. the Jewlsh faith;I was never
proud of this descent."

In the light of such statement, mach of the fusﬁian which hasg
been written on the glorious return of the prodigalhpgu'his people
loses 1lts vital cogency.l believe that the sanest interpretation
of Heine”s last works ls the natural oné,namely,that 8 bed~ridden
man,who was in addition agreat poet ,would spend his time dreaming
beaut iful dreams,glopifyiﬁgﬁthe past,and weaving romantlc phillogo-
philes of life~~justias Heiné«did.Yet,emen in this period,his sense
of humor did not desert him,and we shall see how the”Romncerc’-‘zis
interlarded with reny jocular hits at the Jews.

In the APOLWO-GOD,one of the first in the volume of his

‘Romancero,llélne relat@s'the wanderings of a nun in search of the

god Apollo.she inquires of the passer~bys 1f any have seen himy
but she 18 grebted with smilles of indifference untll
| ~ Along the high-way trotting
Comes a glovenly old manj
Making figures in the air;he

Keeps on singing through his nose.
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He a clumsy wallet carries

And a 1little hat three-cornered,

And with sharp and smiling eyes he

Tistens to the nun's inquirys=—--

Have I chanced to see Apollo?

Yes,I certainly have seen him

When at Amsterdam full often

In the German synagogue.

He was there the leading singer,

Known by name of Rabbi»Faibisch,

Which in High-Dutch means Apollo.

But he's not my idol truly.

His old father I know well.

Moges Jitscher,he's circumciser

To the Portuguese,l fancy,

And té the varlous sovereigns also.

He (the cantor) is likewise a free-thinker,

TLogt his place through eating swine~flesh.
And in another of the same seriles,VITZLIPUIMZLI,he breaks oub
songs of'praise of Columbus:

One alone,one hero only

Gave us more and gave us better

Than Columbus--that one mean I

fho a God bestowed upon us.

His old father's name was Amram

And his mother's Jochebed,

in
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And himself,his name 1ls Moses,

And he 1s my greatest hero. (
We shall see in the CONFESSIONS how Helne adds the Moses-motilf
to the other tunes he had learned to play in the last years of
his life.Just before they were written,he added a small paragraph
to his obituary on Mercus.It proves that Heine had no more illusions
about the status of the Jews ,and it gilves ppint to that interpre-
tation of Heine's later Jewlsh works which makes them the result
or an artificilal romentic glamour,rather than the outmpoubingb of
a gzealous WOPKGP for his people.

March 1854 . "since that time much has been changed in
Germany,also the question of civil equality for the pro-fessors of
the Mosalc belief,which was incidentally consldered In the above
pages,has since endured strange viclssitudes.In the épring of
1848 1t seemed resolved for all time,but as with all other aguigi-
tidns of thatrblooming period of German hope,it seems thst the sald
question is gding retrograde in our 1and,and}in many places it is
reported to be in a most wretched status quo.The Jews ought finally
to come to the realization that only then can they be truly emanoié
pated,when the freedom of the Christlans has been complebdly won

arrd mede secure.Thig cause 1s id@ntical with that of {the German

People,and they should not demand as Jews,whal was long due them

gs Germans',

We have now reachhed the period of the hilghest reaches of
Helne's genius . With the”RomﬂnoePdathe Aristophanes of the new age
was bldding farewell Lo the world.Properly to egstimate the true
guality of the work belongs to the province of criticism.,with the
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exceptlion of a few short poems on the Jews-~-noticeably the ones
entitled SOLOMON and THE GOLDEN CALF;whereinhe pokes fun at the
money-making propengities of the Jewish people=~-the work which
rivets our attention is the HEBREW MELODIES.In most likelihood,
the Insplration for their composition was received from Byron,
who hed also been responsible for some of Heine's earlier Jewish
work .But the subject-matter of these poems 1s due not so much to
the example of the English poet,as 1t was ta those studies which
he pursued in preparadion of the RABBI,and which he continued
In the period of his sufferings invParis;We have seen how he had
become passionately fond of the Bible.In the CONFESSEONS he elabor-
ates on this powerful influence on his last daysjand in the 'Romp -
cevo”a hogt of references to the Bible events and characters indi-
cate what a debt of grétitude Heine owes to the latter book.

The three hundr2d gears of the blossoming of Jewish life
and literature in Spain must have posgessed a pecullar attraction

for the dreaming invalid.It seemed to him like an ocasis in the

degert.Already in his study of Religion and Philogophy -in Gérmany,

Heine had,in a criticism of Mendelssohn,indicated his abhorrence
for,what he calls ,"the rigorous,consequent ial Rebbinism",The dry
gcholasticlem of the Talmudists struck him as a petréfaction of
the vital b@aﬁty of Judaism.Now,this blossomiﬁg of Jewiéh hopes
in Spéin produced exactly that type of Jewish 1ife which Heine
believed he should have loved to experience.Until the danger of
Caristianity appeared atlthe gates,the Jews throve in literabure

a8 well as in life.When,however,the menace began to be felt,and

——a
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pdetic abandon became self=consclousness,the spirit of dialecticism
was agein abroad in the Jewlsh camp.Deffenses had to be arrayed mefore
the attacks of the Ghristian.Disputations were the order of the day.,
From the latter part of this period comes the spur for the poem
"DISPUTATION!; from the earlier comes the "JEHUDA HALEVI'.

Heine prefaces the poems with a few stanzas of instruction
to the Jews.One may truthfully regard them as a bit of the author;s
own philosophy which he wishes his people to adopt as & motto:

"0 let mot thy life fly by without a taste of happiness;

If you are secure from the shot~-why,let them sghoot.

If joy flies past you,catbh 1t cautiously.

And,T advige you,bulld your hut 1n the vale,

And not on the heights,

From his own experilence and from that of the Jews of the past add
present,Heine had reallzed how few and far between are the momehts
of rest and lelsure whlech the chosen people are suffered to enjoye.
In that vanished Spanish past,they had been given an opportunity

for self—d@velppment,but had decided to liVe on the heights.Not
being content with the guletude which the PRINCESS SABBATH symbol-
lges they had striven for the glory which is embodled in the JEHUDAH
f HALEVI,but with the ironical rewards of spiritualzfrustration,as

plctured in the DISPULATION .These three poems regsemble one of the

5 poets characteristic poems ;Tirst,a quiet introduction,then,n rise
| to splendor,and finally,the inevitable crushing of the dream with
a raucous laugh.In splite of his meny semi-gerious protests to the
contrary,this seems to have been Helne's actual rule of 1ife.He is

loud in praise of Israel's heroes,but he would rather have been a
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Moses Lump,who 1s reborn ih the PRINCESS SABBATH.In preparétion.
of this poem,Heine had translated the LEGHO DAUDI,wrongly ascribingv
it to Jehuda "ben" Halevl.He begins the poem In praise of the
holy day by a legend from an Arabian fairy-book which deals with
the meteamorphegis of men into beasts and vice-versa,Such a change
the poet sees throughéut the week in the Jew.On the work~days,he 1s
a despised and hounded dog;but on the Sabbath eve he throws off his
enchantment and renews his menly form.The holy atmosphere which
enshrouds the Sabbath eve 1s one of Heinels most charming creations.
In that world of peace and rest,the Sabbath bride embraces the Jew
who_has now become a man.Wh@n the time_for Havdalah oomes,and the
daily tasks are to be re-assumed,the charm is again renewed.,The
whole poem is & glorilfiecatlion of the peace which comesg but ongce
in a great while to the persecuted Jew,and in that rare interval
when he 1s secure from the shot,hé cares not 1f the enemy shoots.
Still,despite the evident serlousness of the plece,Heine has his
good=-natured laugh.The princess,looking gently at the happy prince
of Israel,sayéﬁhat she permits him anything except to gmoke.

"Dearost,smokiné ig forbidden,

Because to-day 1s the Sabbath.

Therefore there shall steam at noon

For your reward, |

A dish which is truly divine;

To~day you shall eat the Shalet.
Nearly onekfourth of the poem is devoted to this Jewish dish,a
sﬁbjeot of which Heine never tired,and which contributed to the
underlying phiiosophy of the RABBI.

The comnection which the PRINCESS bears with the following
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poem is revealed by the poet's explagation that the author of the
Lecho Daudi was Jehuda "pen" Halevi,whose praise he chante in the
poem of thét name.It has come dowm to us as a fragmentsbut it is

a rich sdurce for Heine's literary vilews,reminiscences,and soclal
attitudes,.The aim,0f course,was to portray Israel on the heights,
Forgetting for the nonce that the enemy was ever on the alert to

shoot,the people dared toraspire to the highest peaks of beauty.

The dog who became man imagined that it would be ever thus,and

in this delusion lies the tragedy of the Jewish people,the bitter
irony of which becomes clear in the DISPUIATION .

The poem begins With a reminiscence of his youthful days,
when in the synagogue he was listening to the chanting of "By the
waters of Bobylon!.We recall that in several of his letters to Mosér,
Heine had betrayed his fondness for this particular psalm which
he uges as a leit~motlf of the poem.In this dream of boy~hood years,
he looks about the crowd for the image of Jehudah Helevi,and recog-
nises him by the features one finds only among poets.Then comes a
description of Halevi's youthful career,his studies in Hebrew,the
Biblical lore,end the Talmud,In beautiful manner Helne paints the
differences between the Halacha and Hagadah.The former he terms
"A school of gladiators,where the best dialectic athletes of Baby=
lon and Pumbeditha played their mock-battles."The Hagadah,on the
other hand is a "highly fantastic garden" in which the Jewish poet
reveled.In & sense JEHUDA "BEN" HALEVI is the embodiment of the
begutiful aspects of Jewish life,and the hero of the poem,thanks

to the insplration of the Hagadah,becomes
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"a great poet,the star snd torch of his times,the 1light and
illumination of his natmon,a wonderful and huge flre-~pillar of song,
which went beflore the caraven of sorrow of Israel in the wildermesses
of the HExile",

This brings to mind the tragedy of theAages with its still sadder
questionings of the worth of human 1ife. Someone has accurately
remerked that”Romancerd‘is a modern Book of Job,.,But unlike this
man of sorrows,Halevi glimpsed a bright future through the darkness
which enshrouded him.He turns troubadour,but his 1s no mere earthly
loveshis was the devastated home~land,Jerusalem.Before the gatesof
the sacred'city,he is killed by a Saracen:like the other Jews he
felt too secure from the enemy's bolt.The pa%% of praise which Helne
sings about Jerusalem ends with the beautiful words

"Oh delight once more with mine eyes to behold thy splendor,
when sparkles your starvanew,and your dawn awskes with richer rayw--
Then_th@ happiness,which the Chosen People had implored with@hearts
of yearning,shall bloom in rejolecing,fllled with 1life;when Zion
reiges itself in youthful splendor",

The second part of the poem begins to take on a half~comlc tone.
Heine's wife,Mathilde,having remarked that she had never heard the
name of Jehudé Halevi,he lawnches into a tirade againgt the fashion
in which children are reared. He wonld have them learn to love men
like Halevi,Solomon Gabirol,and Moses ibn Esra (he evidently meant
Abraham ibn Esra,because the blographlcal statements he mmkes of the
former really apply to the latter).It is interesting to note that
Bienenstock hag attempted to explain Helne's mentlon of this trium-

verate by tracing spiritual kinship between them and our author.




T queétion 1f Heline knew enough of the men he had quoted to entitle
?him to speak as glibly of them as he daesrin'the poem.The very fact
that he does not write Halevi's name properily,that he mistakes Abra -
ham for Moses ibn Esra and that he quotes nothing of the works &f
these men,provesthat he knows of them merely by}reputation. To me
it seems that such a fact impailrs the validityvof the bulk of high-
sounding criticism that hag been lavished on the poem.It is practis
cally impossible to analyze the second part begauSe it is a melange
of Heine's humor,social ideas,and death~bed pessimism.If these were
really integral parts of the intended poem--it is a fragment--~ this
would indiecate a trivial attitude even beyond our expectation of a
man of Heine’é type. o A

In the DISPUPAT ION,we reach the concluglon of this trilogy.
The grandeur of the former age is gonejthe pOetsAsing no longer.
The Jewlhas other concerns to entrust to ifs great men.Christianity
has obtained & foot=hold in Spain and has threatened the material
as well as spiritual ease ofrthé Jewish people.In a vain attempt
to save themgelves they employ their leaders to represent them in
disputations with the Gentllejand,as always happens ,the goal can
best_bevattained by fine»sbunrlogic or sophistry.Naturally the em

phasis 1s placed on the_Halabhic aspects of educatlon rather than

tha Hagadic,that 1s,dialecticism supplants poetry in the hearts of {

the people.Tto hold:this degeneration up to ridicule is the purpose
of the DISPUIATION,

- The two disputents are the Rabbl Juda of Navarre,and the monk
Jose,o Franclscan.They are accompanied by eleven of their disciples

who swear to adopt the religion which emerges victorious from the

§
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,vérbal battle. Helne makes them.both ridiculous,but he treats the
VAJewish representative more charitablé.The_ank defends Christianity

ag the religlon of mercy and love,and he does this by heaping on

his benighted opponent unmitigatedrgursea and slander.The rabbi
defends his God as the revengeful 1Qadérrof Israel.He is much more
restrained and careful in his utterance,and parries the monk's thrusts
with a coolness which hints at fegraBut he happens ﬁo quote Tosfes
Yontov,and the monk exclaiﬁss"?osfes Yontov may go to Jericho".

Thig was too much for the rabbijhe breaks oul in & vehement torment

of sbuge,and calls on the Lord to revenge such blasphemy.The helght

of Heine's'disdain for the posgitive reliplions is phrased iIn the

opinilon voiced by the princess

"But it seems quite clear to me that the rabbl and the monk--
that both of them stink". | o
Upon this note ends the m@st famous of our poet's creations which
deal with Jewlsh concerns.It is hils parting shot at the absurdities
which he found in the people he had years ago hoped to champion.
Tt is his'mature we.y of saying Hyecinth's dictum that "Judalsm is
a misfortune".There is an early sonnet of our author which might
be saild to summarise_his_gttitudes on the Jewish problem.He dilates
on the griefs which overwhelm the young enthuslast when he views
the evils about him and the chagrin which is caused hilm by the
Philistine opposition he encounters in the attempt to remedy them.
\After all illuslons are dispelled there is one thing left for his
comfort,and that is "shrill and bitter laughter",

An echo of this notion occurs in one of Heine's last poems.




It 1s called "To a Renegade?.Note th@yyhimsical treatment of what
he formerly regarded as a moral crime.
| "Oh,the holy courage of youth
How easily thou art subdued.
And you in a cooler mood
Have come to an understanding with the dear Lord,
And you have crept to the cross
To the cross you once despised,
Which but a few weeks before
You wished to tread in the dust.
Oh,that's what much reading does
Of Schlegel,Haller,Burke--
Yesterday you were a hero,
To~day you are become & rasgcal.
In one of the additions to"Lazarus" which beging”"Let them never
think of him",he portrays in pathetic mood the apti@ﬂd@ which the
Jewish people will have towards him after his death.He will be wil~-
fully_forgotten,and his name will be cut off from the records of
his own people.Likewise In the "Commemoration",he cries outs
" They will sing no mass,
Will recite no Kaddish,
They will say or sing nothing
On the day of my death".
These verses reflect a remorseful spirit,but we must rémgmb@r that
in hiﬁ 1ast days the poet suffered untold physical agony.These utter-

ances must have escaped despite hls earnest struggles to repress them.
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We have now reached the end.Helne himself wss aware of this,and
_ ‘ ,

he penned his CONFESSIONS in a more serene mood than he had ever

before experilenced.There is no more triviality and burlesqe,and 1f

he ever reached the Olympien dignity he had claimed as hils,it was

only dn this last work.Therein occurs a remarkable passage which

sumg up,as It were,all the views on the Jows which he had entertained

in his later and more retrospective years.Before I quote from it,

I should 1iké to present gome of his idess about the Jews which he

had jotted down at random,presum&bly with the purpose of sometlimes

incorporating them in a larger work.There is no systematic arrange-

ment whatever,but 1t is intergsting to see how some of them are

elaborated in the CONFESSIONS .

4]

i}

Juda ism~-Aristocracy:One God has created the world.ahd rules
it;all men are his children,but the Jews are hig favorites,
and their land is his chosen dominion.He is a monarchjthe
Jews are the nobility,and Palestine 1s the exarchat of God,
Christianity~~Democracy:One God hes made and governs all;
but he loves all men alike,and protects 2ll kingdoms.He is
no longer a nationel delty,but a universal God. "

Jewish history is beautiful,but the young Jews barm the old
oneg whom people will sometime rate above the Greeks and
Romans.I believe that I1f there were no longer any Jews,and

1f one knew that there exilsted somewhere an example of this
nation,he would travel one hundred hours to seeit and to press

1t by the hand-~-and now they avoid us,., "

/8%




" Were I of the tribe from which spFang our savior,I would
boagt,rather than be ashamed of it",
An,that is what I should do also if our savior were the only
one to spring from the tribe--but there hame sprung also so
many rascals from the same stock,that it becomes hazardous
to recognise relationship with i1t".
"' The Jews,this ghost<people which watches invisibly by its
treasure,the Bible." |
Jew~hatred begins with the Romentic school,with a love for the
Middle Ages,Catholicism,and nobillity,and enhanced By the
Teuto~maniacs", |

I cannot quote all of the CONFESSIONS which relates to Jewish
interests,and.l shall have to paraphrase a large part of the mater-
ial .The whole book,however,is one of the most Inspiring things
Heine ever wrote.In the original,the faltering style betrays the
moribund condition of the author,but bhe thought is mu@tered with
so much forcé that one would fain believe that Helne had summoned
all his powers to convince the world that pehind all his 1aughter
lay an eternal seriousness.fAll the wit of the previous proée works
1s gone and in its pléc@ is a reserve and calmness of utterance
which bespeaks a high sincerity.Unless we are to lend full credence
to the CONFESSIONS,they inevitably}become a tragle farce.And one is
unwilling to believe,even of Helne,that hlg death~bed message was,
like & large part of his life,an artistic sham.

ﬁThe_remawakening of my relilgious sentiments I owe to that

~holy book,and it was for me an object of healing as well as of devout

Uy




admiration.Strange.After having all of my 1life dawdled.iin all the
ball~rooms of philosophy,yieldedmysel% to all the orgies of the
spirit,wooed all possible gystems without being appeased,l ike Mesgal ~
ine after a night of debaucharywwnow I find myself with the same
attitude towards the Blble as Uncle Tom'a,end I kneel beside this
black fellow=-worshipper with the same devotion.--

“'I had form@rly no great love for Moses,perhaps because the
Hellenic spirit prevailed in me,and i could not forgive Israel's
1awugiver for hls antipathy towards all plastic art.I could not see
that Moses,despite all opﬁositiom to all plastic arts,was,however,
a great artist,and pogséssedrthertruevertistic Instinct.But in his
case,as in the case of his Egyptilan country=-men,the artistic spirly
was bent upon the collossal and eternal verilties.Unlike the Egypt~
ians,however,he created nothing artigtic out of brick and granibe,
but he bullt humen pyramids,he chiseled obel isks of men,he took a

lowly shepherd race and created a people therewithj;a people which

should defy the centurles,a great eternal holy people,a people of

God which might serve as a model for all natlonsjyea,a prototype for

all huganity~-he created Igrael.With far greater justlee than the

Romsn poets,may that artist,the son of Amram and the mid-wif'e Jochebed,

boasgt that he has erected a monument more perdurable than brass,
ks hes been the Qase|of the master,so has it fared with h&s

creation,ﬁhe Jews.] have never spoken with enough feverence,Simply

becauge of my Hellenlc disposition,which was so inimilcal to’Jewish

asceticlsm,My preference for Hellenism has since waned.l realise now

Lot
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that the Greeks were merely beautiful youths;the Jews,howevér,were

powerful ,unylelding men,not only in tﬂe anclent days,but even to-day,

in spite of eighteen centuries of persecution and misery.Since then

I have learned better to apprecilate them,and were it not thdt pride

of birth and democratic principles are absurd contradictions among

warriors of the Revoluﬁion,thevwriter of these pages would boast that

his forbears belonged to the anclent house of Israel,that he ig a

descendant of those martyrs who gave to the world a God,and & morallty,
- and who suffered on all the battle-fields of thought.

Medlaeval history,snd even that of the present day,has seldom
mentioned in its reports the names of these knights of the holy spirit,
for they ordinarily fought with closed vislers.hs little as their
véry existence,are the deeds of.therJews knownrto the worfd.People
think they know them because they have seen their beards--nothing
more of them came to light~;gnd 2 in'anpient times,s0 to the modern
age~~they are a wandering mystery.This may be solved on the day of
which the prophet tells ,when there will be but‘one shepherd and one
"flock,and the just man who suffers for the good}of humanity,will re-
ceive his glorilous reward,

(WThen follows a long passage in Which Heline explaing that he had
'kept the Protestant falth merely as en outward form.He avers tha£ he
would have deserted it had 1t not been for the iaw which forbade

domicile in Berlin end Prussia to those who belonged to none of the l
publicly=sanctioned positive religions.To make the best of a bad
state of affairs,he had remelined a Protestant,since in the Berlin

churches Christianity was filtered free of superstition;the divinity




of Jegus was like turtle~soup without the turtle.To an indifferentist
like Heine all were alike,end he word his Christianity with as much
eage and as little scruple as the Czar of Russ 1a feels,when,on re-
viewing the Prussilan troops in Potsdam,he courteously dons a uniform
of an officer of the Prussian guard.

Protestantism at that time meant for him liberalism,an open
profession of hate ageinst the reactionary spirit which characterised
the Catholic church.It had been the stamping ground of Leibnitz,Kent,
and Hegel .Nay more,it had actually been the cause of the gpread of the
Bible throughout civilisation.The Jews who had saved the Biblé at
the destruction of the Second Temple,had clung to their holy law
with a passionate tenacity which prevented its falling iInto the
hands of Israels enemiles.Tightly pressing it to their bosome,they
had cerried it as a "portable fatherland'wherever their fated wander-
ingé led them,and when once shut up dn the Ghetto,they bsnt svery
effort to keep it hidden from the desecrating gaze»of the Gentile,
But German scholars,the fore-runners of the Reformation,were con-
stantly lurking about this hiding-place of the treasure;they learned
Hebrew to discover the "open sesame" of the cave where the Jews had
jealously bestowed thelr treasure.fmong them was Reucﬁlin.ﬂis enemles
attacked the Jews neither out of sheer malice,nor blind prejuddes,
but because they dreaded the revelation of that secret spiritual
store,.Let Heine continue:

"Wow that the motives of these proceedings lie menifest,one
can see how fundamentally they were right.Thege men of darkness'from

Eoln belileved that the salvation ofthe worlds soul was imperilled,




and that all means were justifiable,falsehood and murder,especilally
as 1t affected the Jews.The poor lowly folk,the children of misery,
hated the Jews already because of thelr heaped=up treasures,and that
which to-day we call the hatred of the proletariate for the rich,
wes in those days simply antipathy against the Jews,In fact,slnce
the 1atter,excluded from_OWMQrship of»property and allrﬂrades,w@re
allowed to concern themselves only .with business matters and money
affairg,which the church forbade the falthful,they,the Jews,were
thus legally condemed to become rich,to be hated,and murdered.
Indeed,such murder wore at that time a religious mantle,and it meant
that-we ought to kill those who had once murdered our God.That very
people which had given the world a God,and whose entire Life breathed
divine devotion,was now denounced as a deicide,"

Then follows a“lengthy discusslonof the influence exerted.by the
Bible on the civilized natilons.He accounts for this ready acceptance
of the Biblical spirit on the part of the nations,by saying that the
Peutonic and Celtic peoples have an prgenic likenessswith the_Hebr@ws.
Moses and Jesus were greal statesmen,the latter was the greatest
Socialist that ever 1ived,thé former,instead of attempting the imposs-
ible,strove to moralize propertywownership,Slavery,eto.Th@ 16§gwstar
of Moges's career was freedomjhe hated slavery,refused to justify 1t,
and by patient effort wrought an amelioration of the social and

econoniae conditions obtaining among his peovle,
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