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AND T-T ROAD OF VICE, NOT INFREQUZNTLY HAS THE FORM OF THE
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THE TEACHING OF AMENEMOPE

Text
FOURTH CHAPTER

As for the hot-headed man in a termple
Hec is like a tree Erowing in an EnCIOSEé space.
A moment completeth its loss of foliage,
Its end is reached in the makhermg,

5 It is sunk far from its place ;
The flame is its burial shroud.
The truly stlent man, he withdraweth himself

apart.
He is like a tree growing in a plot.
It growceth green and doubleth its yield ;
10 It is before 1ts lord.

Tts fruit is sweet ; its shade is pleasant.
Its end is rcached in the grove.

Nofes

This Chapter of the “Teaching’ coniains siriking resemblances to Pu. i and
Jer. xvitg-8,

In spite of some difficulties of vocabulary the general meaning of the
Chapter is clear. In twa six-lined stanzas the fates of the man of unrestrained
temnper and the self-controlied man, both cngaged in the service of the temple,
arc conirasted, '

Lines 2-5. enclosed space. Perhaps the Egyptian sheuld be emended to read
Yorest’, which would suit the comparison between a wild tree and one culti-
vated in a garden. fofiage. The meaning is uncertain. The form of the
Egypuian word suggesis a Semilie original, makharma. Supgested transiations
are ‘shipyard, dockyard'. The Demotic wnkler or nikhy -meaning ‘storehouse’
may, however, be compared. ¢ is sunk, perhaps in the sense of waterlogged
and floaled away,

Line 8. plat. The meaning is uncertain. In Eg‘y;.:t trees werclp!antcd in
pits surrounded by raiscd rims 1o retajn watcr. Possibly such a pit 15 meant.
Lire 10. Cp. linc 5, where the tree is lost far from iis ploce- .

Line 12. the grave. The underlying idea is the garden of trees in the rcalt:n
of the blissed dead.  In contrast to line 6, where the burial shroud oi-'L e
hot-headed man is the destroying flame, the sclf-controlled man may npcst
alter death revivification in the garden of the gorlls. The Eg}:puac.ln \fol: 4
here translated ‘grove’, implies 2 pumber of meamnlg:,s all assofcf;:cs:::nc;
goodly burial in contrast 1o the miserable ¢nd of the man o

passmn.
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