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The general Mess:J.a.nic expectations during the 

first centuries of the Common Era and prior assume 

~wo bas:i.c patterns which are disM.nguished from one 

an.other by virtue of' the emphases placed upon one or 

another aspect for a Messiah and Messianic Age. 

These emphases were either on the national restora­

tion of Jewish independence or were more apocalyptic 

and escha.tological in character. The problem of 

this thesis ;1.s to try to link these two fairly dis­

tinct manifestations of the Messianic hopes with two 

distinct schools of Jew:tsh thought. This problem is 

dealt with as followst 

First we try to establish that Ak:iba viewed Bar 

Kokba as the Mess:J.ah who was to usher in an imminent 

Ii ,-i!;)lp} v1/l'l 1 which was to effect Jewish independence 

from Roman domination. 

Secondly we try to establish that both Akiba 

and Ishmael represent different classes in their 

.society; namely, Akiba, the plebeian as opposed to 

Ishmael, the patrician. 

On the bas:i.s of thb, we conjecture the 

following: Since for Akiba the -A 1,)lif' .JI/,,;, involved 

a political and social upheavaJ. (i.e. the nationa.J ... 

political view), we should expect that Ishmael will 



hold to an opposing view (i.e. the apocalYPM.c­

escbatological view), more in line with the 

interests of his class. Our conjecture, among 

other data and assumptions, is based upon a state­

ment of difference betweem Akiba and Ishmael 

regarding the A 2-o'J p W and ~__j'6J p {i : Ishmael 

thinkfJ in terms of just these two con·hrasting 

worlds; Akiba makes room for an add:ttional one -

·hhe ;<, ~A'o> v111/1 , which constitutes a. d:i.stinot 

period between the two. 
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A general statement of the plan o:f' this thesis :ts 

already contained ln the summary above and in the con­

clusion below. However, it remains for us, in this 

in•troduoM.on., to make some additional remarks concerning 

the use ot• sou:t•ees and to make necessary acknowledgments. 

To investigate ideologically and theologically' the 

ooncep"t,s h 2-0) p/;y and ;, '-eJvoJ J1/./V' involves a field of 

inquix•y so enormous as to place it beyond the ab:l.li•ty of 

aeyone other than a scholar who is an authority in the 

vast ocean of Talmud and Rabbinios. Fortunately, our 

sphere of investigation is limited specifically to the 

establishing of an h:lstorfoal point. Where, however., 

the ideological and theological aspects are relevant to 
, 

the development of our histor:J.caJ. point., we have natur-

ally relied on a recognized authority in the field. In 

thb case we ha.ve accepted in to,t12, the def'iltl tions and 

schematizations of $·~rack and Billerbeck. Although we 

are a.wa1~e that their work is not universally accepted 

and other scholars and authorities have expressed dif­

ferent attitudes, we obviously feel it beyond our pur­

pose to try to reconcile the conflicting attitudes and 

oerta.:i.nly beyond our ability independently to arr:i.ve at 
I 

definiti0,ns and schematizations of these concepts. We 

feel it as unnecessary to challenge any statement of 



Strack and Billerbeck as we find it unnecessary to 

dispute any statement of either Seh-lh-er or Moore. The 

first chapter, therefore, is nothing more than a 

slightly modified tx•anslation of Strack-Billerbeck• s 

'general view of the World to Come and the Days of the 

Messiah', although the rendering into acceptable and 

understandable English or the technical, intricate and 

highly- involuted Germ.an sentences was, in itself', a 

task. From their exhaustive notes, we have culled only 

sufficient examples to make their poin-1:,s clear. These 

notes have beeD compared with the sources and are 

quoted in Hebrew in the notes to Chapter r. 

Our thesis proper, then, begins with Chapter II, 

where Akiba. is lililked with Bar Kokba and the polj.tica:t. 

motivations of' A1dba 1s view of the A,.e)IJ).JI/J,/1 are 

developed. In this connection we must add our indebted­

ness ·co Dr. Isaiah Sonne, whose seminar on the Bar Kokba 

revolt not only exhaustively treated the sources 

involved, including those made use of in the beginning 

of otU' second chapter, but also suggested a possi.ble 

line of' further investigation, which we have attempted 

to develop in -~he succeeding pages. 



Chapter I 

Q.l.8}.Jl_[a_pL~~!;l,Ana.1~ :~n Irni t .. ic_,M~ 

In this chapter we shall concern ourselves pri­

marily with defining the terms h 25> pH alld A ,f,)li) J1/Jl 1 

a.s br:tefly as possible. 

In the Tannaitio literature prior to they-ear 

70 C.:E., we find but few references to the term J<, 2__;;--, pf; 

and its contrasting concept ,i:J_joJ p[; •1 In two of these 

references we find the two worlds associat.ed with the 

ideas of Resw:reotion and Ratribution.2 Fr.om the year 

70 O,.E. on, however., we find inoreas:i.ng examples of the 

use of these terms., due to the general increase of 

Rabbj.n1c source materj.a.J. from the Palestinian schools. 

The view of' the Rabbis concerning the two worlds 

and concerning the Messianic Age are essentially the 

same as that o:f.' IV Ezra..3 '!1he Mess:i.anio Age which the 

Rabbis called /) tf!AJ'ii) ../IU' could no longer be applied to 

the ultimate, eternal esche.tologioal a~e, because ·bhe 

/, ~)Jg) JJf;,/' were too intimately linked up with the 

p1·esent; era ( Ji)_jP> p/(t) to be able to bring about a 
I 

complete salvation. The ultimate eschatological age., 

therefore., had to come about in a completely different 

age., folJ.owlng the ~ rlAJi> J1/,;,11 • '11his new age was called 

;.,, 2.JD phi , and the /\ ~J/3'> --.;1/J./' was but a transitory 

period of salvation preced:i.ng this new age.4 



Unlike the Apocrypha and older Pseudepigrapha which 

set up an v30 p 0 in contrast to an esohatologioal 

/, ~No) -..Ji/)/, , the Rabbis of the Tannaitie period set, up 

an Q)__jo> pft and an A ·2_0) P0 as the great a.ntithesis:5 

IJ.1he present era of m:tsery and conf'liot wilJ. _ last but a 

l:tm:l. ted time until it is relieved by the coming era. 

This new era will come about at the same time that the 

Resurrection and finaJ. World Judgment will take plaoe.6 

In this new era, the righteous will be given the full 

measure of happiness in a (':J?f Jc wh:t.ch will be situated 

near Jerusalem. The A ti;) pJ;;, . then, was the ultimate 

eschatological age, the scene of which was to be Earth. 

Such was the dominant view of the Tannatm. 

The1~e were, how,:w·er., H.a.bbinie circles in the 

Tannaitic period -who conceived of the A ,-f,;A)DJ J1/.JI, as 

being of short duration, Rabbi .Akiba (died c. 135 O.,E,.) 

·!ihought ·lihem to be of' no more than f' orty ;rears I dura­

tion,. 7 He saw them as a. parallel to the f' orty yea.rs o.f: 

wandering through the desert. Just as these forty years 

were a transition period full of struggle and hardship 

whfoh finally led to the possession of the Promised 

Land, so Akiha saw :tn the forty-yea1• Messj.1:1,nio Age a 

period 0£ stress and strain -which was to prepare the way 

fol... the advent of a more perfect fut,u:i.·e through the 

overthrow of the hostile nations of the world. 
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It is obvious that such a MessiQnic Age, being too. 

much bound up w:i:hh the present world order., could not 

bring about '!:,he fuli'ilinent of -the earlier Biblical 

prophecies. Rabbi Akiba., howevei•, saw no di.t'ficuJ.ty in 

applying the term A 2-'0 p /ri to the pe1"fect futut'e which 

was -fjo follow the b1•:tef ~ ,-f,}ln Ji!J' and bring a.bout ·cha 

fulfilment of th@ earlier prophecies.8 The term pW 

1-5 J--75'> wh:i.ch origi1wJ.J.y ref erred to the :f'ina.1 

escha.tological age followlng the P:AAI ~ J\ "Ii \/1 , was now 

broadened to include a large part of ·chat period wh1.ch 

hereto.fore was considered as part o:f.' the /) i.B}J?,J J1U1 • 

We conclude, however, from the few Baraitot which 

express this view, that the foregoing conception of the 

k '),. ri) p 0 was apparently shared by only a few. 9 '1.1he 

majority of Tannaim conceived of the ;\ ,{;;V?) -J1II/• as being 

in sharp contrast to the presen·c world order. However, 

they st.5.ll belj.eved ·chat t'he ,1itf,;,JiJ JJW' were to f'ulfil 

the ea.1 .. l;r prophecies and culln5.nate in the establit:Jhment 

of God's Kingdom on earth. However, since the Kingdom 

of God pn earth had 11othing in common wi•bh the kingdom 

of this world, these •rannaim, ·l;herefore, also made a 

clear di.stinction between the ),~)lfJ -JJ/;v' and the p0 
k 21)) • They no longer saw one great antithesis - ... the 

'iJ()o'! p fH on ·bhe one hand and ·bhe 1~ 2,;:,) p/ll on ·bhe 

other - but they now concelved o:t: three d:tstinc·b 

spheres; (l) the /cu?J pf;;, (2) the f,~Ao>JI/)', and 



(,3) the ?)jf) p(r; • The distinction between the ~),AJ 1 

11 i-e,;,1Q> and the r;>jo) phis similar to that expressed in 

the Apocrypha and older Pseudepigrapha; the Rabbis, how­

ever, for whom the 1~rfJJo> Ji!J1 no longer oons•liituted ·bhe 

ultimate eschatological age, div:l.ded the (\ ~JJ?f> --Jil.Jtl, 

again, in order to allow for an k '2. ii) p(;; which would be 

the ultimate eschatological age. In other words, what 

1~ on one side of Resurrection and World Judgiuent 

belonged ·bo the /l ,.e.Al'i) J.!JI, ; what lay on the other side 

belonged ·to the /, 2-Ji> p(a • 'flhe t, ,f,JJ3> 01IA11 were ac­

counted ne:tther to the ;-;>:5F'i p{;; nor to the /<. 2-.si pfa, 

bu·~ we1"'e an independent period dividing the two.10 We 

can find this majority view-point expressed wherever (1) 

the war of Gog and Magog follows the /) ,t;l3)..JIIA1 ll and 

(2) wherever the./) tf.,/IJ3l J1/JJ 1 is set in opposit,ion to both 

the 51501 p0 and the/<, 2Ql p/M 12 as a third independent 

period of tin1e 11113 

While during the i1annai tic period tM.s concept 

{!hose basic pattern is simply (l) 6)-.:>7"J PM, (2) 0/4J1 

A ~)) 7i) and (.3) X 2£,7 p ;;:1Jwa.s preva.11::mt, two other con­

cepts ma.do their appearance at the beginning of the 

.Amoraic period: One follows in the tradition of Rabbi 

Ald.ba and is represented by Samuel (died o. 254 c.E.), 

But unlike Akiba., Sa.mu.el did not believe in a short-term 

t--, J!,JJ ?J ~ J_)) 1 but rather that it will last four thousand 

years. Furthermore, Samuel explained that the sole 



difference between the /) J/;;JJl . -Ji //'I I and the present period 

( ?)j 0 phi ) is that in the former era Israel w:tlJ. not 

be subject to foreign powe:rs.lli, ThutJ, for Samuel the 

Mess:i.anic Age throughout bears the impress of ·the present 

world order and belongs to ·cha 9~'0 p(;; • The :result is 

that the srune dilemma which raced lkiba arose now again 

regarding the £ulf.ilment of the Biblical prophecies. It 

could only be solved. by relegating the t:1.me of fulfil-

ment of ·chesa prophec:tes to a period following the ---...11 l/11 1 

I, ,l;,JQ) ,.15 Thus, we again encounter the same e:x:tens:i.on 

of the idea ot t, 7.--- 5> P0 that we found earlier with 

Akiba. 

The second or these two concepts evolved to a 

similar conclusion aJ:lib.ough in an entirely di.t:f'ere:nt 

mann0r, In the beginning of ·che third century the idea 

arose that the dead of Israel will a.rise in the J /,Ji 

I, ,_e/i/o) • This opinion found a strong support in the 

famous statement of Johantui (died 279 c.m,) that, uni 

the prophets prophesied only in respeot of ·the Messianic 

Age, 11 wh:1.oh is to say that the prophecies will find ful­

filment in the A rtJJJJ ..Ji/)), • 16 .ii.a ·bhese prophecies in­

olude also the Res,:.t.'t't•eotion of ·l;he dead, so it follows 

that this (Restu"reotion) will also take place in the 

Messianic .Age. Thus, the formerly held op:t.:nion concern­

ing the sharp line of demarcation between /l ,lA)?J -J1 U, and 

k 11)1 p 01 ha.a vanished: The Resurreot:ton of ·che dead, 

. I 
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which had been placed on the other side of the dividing 

line, is breught forward from the /-< i'?> pf; to the --J1IA1 1 

I\ '-tJJ 1)) , and the Messianic .Age is placed on such an 

elevated level that it is difficult to distinguish it 

from the final eschatological age ( /, )-.'?! P0 ). In 

popular usage the concepts were confused: One often 

referred to the /) 1.,J.fo)J1/)1 as I< 2A1 pf; and one spoke of 

the ln--15'> Ph when he actually meant the /p-f.,)/3) Jl//1/1 .17 

Al·l;hough in some contex-hs it is possible to decide 

whathe:t" a Rabbi used the ·term fa 7--'ffJ p;;; in the narrow 

sense as referring to just the final eschatologioal age 

or in.its qroad sense a.s including also the ;1 ~A/7iJ .J1IA1 , 

in mru::iy- cases, however, a clear-cut delineation of ·the 

term is impossible. 

This above-mentioned broadening of the tern1 Ph 
k ]JJ) did not preclude the further e,ctension of -this 

concept. Sometime du1 .. ing the middle of the first can ... 

-tury O.,E., the Hellenistic belief in Immortality found 

recognition and acceptance in RabM.nie circles, and the 

Rabbis used the term /o.:fl P0 in reference to the 

heave1:ily world of souls as well as to delineate the 

ul tiraate eschatologica.J. age.lS This str:lk:t.ng fact can 

only be explained by assuming that the heavenly age of 

the souls attd the eschatological age on earth were con~ 

side:red as two phases of ·the srune great fa 2--~ p0 • This 

great /n--11) pf has now its place in heaven, where the 
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souls of the rigMiaoua go at the time of' death to a 

temporary Immorta.li ty • This is the first phase of p In 

k 2- '0! which is defined as the world of the sou.la 

(repository of souls). The second phase begins with the 

Restu .. rect:tOJ:l of the dead, whioh brings them in:bo a com ... 

pJ.ete earthly bliss. 

If we now take the above-mentioned extension of ·the 

concept of If J/o) p V?' as it includes the A \t{,N7) ,_;1!111 we f'ind 

that the term. I< 7---fJ) Ph' is used by the Rabbis in a tri­

pa.rti te sense: (1) the ultimate eschatological age, 

wbioh is its earliest meaning, (2) ·bhe Messianic Age, a 

meaning given to the I-< 2-'o! p0 during the ~'a:nnaitic 

period, but used more ·generally from the third centul"y on, 

and (3) the heavenly world of the souls, an Intermediate 

(Between-times) /-< 1-1;> p0, a. n1eaning which arose in the 

middle 0£ the first cerrliul"y O .E., · The colorless term. 

!~h-( ~-'.J1 t'i5'> is used as a. syno~7lll £or kz.JiJ ph in the 

same tripartite sense, except that this ter111 is even 

more vague and can ref.er to almost a.t\'Y"lihing tha.t belongs 

to the futu:re.19 

It has already been pointed out above how difficult 

it is to ~ecide in many cases whether k i '?! p,h means 

Messianic ~e or the fi:na.J. eschatologica.1 age. It is 

often even 1nore dif'ficul·li to determine in any given 

r~ferenoe whether A 2-0 pH refers to the world of the 

• I I 
l 

, I 



souls or the Age following Resurrection. Sometimes the 

corrbext can help determine what is actually meant. The 

period and the view-point of the author of a statement 

can help one to decide. For example, when Hillel the 

Elder (o. 20 B.o.E.) sa:td., ''One who has acquired Torah 

has acquired for himself the life of the world to come," 

he referred to the life that wi:U be earned through the 

Resur1"ection, at the beginning of the ultimate escha.to­

logica,l f,J,-fi) pf;t , for in his time the doctrine of I.mrnor­

to.l:t ty had not yet entered Rabbinto o:i.rcles,.20 Or when 

Rabbi Johan.an, who de11ied the doctrine of Inm1mttality, 

said, 11 .... but as for. the world to come, 1 The eye hath 

not seen, 0 Lord beside Thee, what he hath prepa,:,ed for 

him that wa:tteth for him,'" he did not mean the world of 

souls but the Age of Resurrection as the time and place 

of this reward.al 

The several meanings for In.. '0'J P0 which make the 

term ambiguous were a difficulty for tha Rabbis as well 

as they are for us. They, therefore,· tried to s11bstitute 

more accurate expressions. For the kz'li} Ph which means 

world of souls., they used the expression /1/'o!'ii) '&J,J/h' or 

/1)! h' /1 I p)15) •.That world t, a ·t.erm already used in the 

Slavon:lc Enoch, 22 as. well as / lj. JJ •There'• In one place 

we find the term 81< klr;':J 0Ah' ., 1The world whither 

one goes 1, bu·t. more often the world of the souls is 

referred to as •The world which is completely good'• 



S:!.milarly, the escha.tological /4 7fv p0 is called •world 

that :i.s very long t • In contrast to ·chis, the expression 

•World that is completely Sabbatht can. refer to both the 

Between--time (interrne.diate) as well as the ult:tmate P0 
k--i.-'75) • The single terlll /~ 7--15'i pfa wa1:1 applied to both the 

world oi' souls as well as the Age following Res1XL"rection. 

The confusion which this entailed made the Rabbis seek 

·t.wo distinct terms, ea.oh to express one oi' these con­

cepts~ They, therefore, called the world of souls the 

•Grave or death condition• and retained the expression 

/17,1iJ p0 for the .Age following Resurrection.23 In 

other cases they did just the reverse, ca.llillg the world 

ot souls the h J:fi) p/!7 and the Age :f' ollowi:ng Resurrection 

kh-( 91}11t;J) or rr~h ph (New World). 

In attempting to define the terms k ·p5J p/4 and Ji!J/1 

h~JJ0 and in trying to see what views conoer11ing them 

were prevalent in t,he Tannaitio period, cer·cain facts 

which will be expanded in the subseq1:1.ent chapters have 

already been indicated; namely, that IA.kiba held to a 

view of' the ;, ,f)):;J -Alfi' wh.i.ch removed it from ·bhe larger, 

eschatological ){7/iJ pj1 and set it up as an independent, 

though short, in·berim period of great act,ivity on earth 

between this Age and the ultimate eschatological Qge. 

This v.iew of 1, t£JJ'iJ ,JI/JJ' which was a minority opinion was 

in sharp conflict with the more accepted view which con­

ceived of the Ii J!,,)'3) Ji},,)' merely as an indistinguishable 
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pa.rt of' a greater A 1n pf1 , which in general was a 

period antithetical to the present world order or phf 

In the next chapter we shall try to investigate 

the politioa.1 motivations underlying Akiba's minority 

view of the 1, i ;v 'i) JI; ;J, • 



Chapter II 

There are many- interesting, if historically obscure, 

aspects of the Bar Ke.kba revelt sueh as, for example, 

the very name, its origin and significance, of the 

leader himself. For our purposes, however, we need in­

vestigate but one aspect 0f the rebelli@n and that is to 

try to establish, with as muoh certainty as possible, 

just what was the at•titude of Rabbi Akiba to Bar Kokba,. 

This Akiba-K©kba relationship is so central to the 

development of our thesis that we are obliged to analyze 

in some greater detail and reevaluate those sources 

wh:tch at present seem to be almost universally accepted 

as sound historical data. 

Before proee@ding to an examination of this 

material, however, we should say something concerning 

the general natw:-e of the available sou.roe material for 

this period in Jewish history: 

The paucity of historioaJ. source material for our 

period in Jewish history of the type which Josephus' 

histories provide, or even of the sort which many sec­

tions of the Bible yield, is a. recognized faot,l and we 

are left to cull from the wealth of legends the kernels 

of historical tru.th,. But for us and for our specif.io 

area @f investigation the prable111 of sources is even 
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m@re complicated. For ultlike Bar Kokba himself of whom 

mention is made in Euseb:lus, Jereme, Syneellus, Or.os:tus 

and Justyn Martyr in connection with the rebellion, and 

un.1ike the very fact of the rebellion to which reference 

is made in Dio Cassius and other non-Jewish sources,2 of 

Rabbi Akiba and his connection with Bar Kekba 0r with 

the revolt itself, there is no corroborative evidence to 

be fourul outside of the Rabbinic literature. Further­

more, this material consists solely of three different 

versians of a particular legend a.bout Bar Kokba and 

Akiba.. It is these versions which w@ shall now proceed 

to analyze. 

In Talmud Jerusa.lrni we £ind the foll0wing version 

of this legend:.3 

'f""=i e'))~ ?i)•o) ,•1-'") 'ii>1-'1'1 ·!)Jo j'- /1)/l '') J.Jt 

'ri) 1-"Jl 1 11--,.., . 1-7> 1'.11 /< 1--3 b f 0 --;i - 1.-f 1')/ ":l.. ::> b 

f, ~r; k I 0) I I~ ')J/X '.?>) 15) o) "2-:.5 I.:> ') '2- 1Jlh 'i> )ri> Q J 

) r;, ~ L' r 1 I< Ji ,., , .)I 
1 

"L ; J 1, 1, . ).. ") 't7l , r ''))/ I< . * 11 · a,11 
.k~ x( 9/g f ),, ... _nJ r,,h(: p,1.fdt 

The three elements in this Haggadah are: 

(l) R. Simeon b. Yohai relates that his teacher 

Akiba used to interpret the phrase frem Nuinbers 24:17, 

"A star [kokabJ will arise from Jacob," as referring to 

Kozibah. That is to say, Kozibith will arise from 

Jaoob•s house and Edom (signifying Rome) will beoom, his 

inheritance. 

(2) Wh0n R. 4\kiba would see Bar Kozibah, he would 



exclaim, "This is.the Ki:ng-MessiahJ" and 

(3) R,. Joha.nan ben T0rta said to him, 11 Akiba, 

grass will grew on your jaw-bones and still the son ef 

David will not come." 

In Lamentations Ra.bbah appears the following ver­

sion of this Hagga.dah:4 
')_::)}_:) T'")S, (}/)/.-;, ~•o) ')_') /Jh/1 

•)..'") ')JI/-< 

I)) )_•r1 . L') '2-__j/J )<r;; '")_:)/:J •'),-1-;)\ ;;; 1-r1·A 
j)"'o> '))//< ':»IT> o)2.~b '))... j'.:Jo')f~•I· 1J1h ~J'j,) g_') 

I fi, ;.,__ L' f j k.]\ ")/Ji I '2.. /JI)/, I).'") ;( ).)//{ , 15) /) .eJ,j 70-:);; 
. lo- );,k. j":fl) r1•h/2 f •'.2.81 

The three elements in this version are: 

(1) ltabbi Joba.na.n aa::,,s, tlRal!Jbi used t@ interpret 

the verse., 11A star will arise :f.'rom Jaoob, • Q.n the fol• 

lowing me.nne'ii) Do not read t star 1 ( :2-.J }.::) ) but :rather 

•liar• ( 'c:..J b )."s 
(2) When R. Akiba w0uld see Bar Kazibah he would 

say, "This is the King-M9ssiahl II a:nd 

(3) R. Johanan ban Torta said to him., "1Ud.ba, 

grass will grow on· your jaw-bones and still he [King­

Messiah_J will :not have come. tt 

The'third and final version which we must consider 

appears in the Buber edition of Mid.rash Eioha Ra.bbah as 

tollowsa 6 ( 
1) ').__j b I l- o) L ' ] 1 '') 'ii I B) 9-_J /J /) /1 I? ))/ /{ 

1 2 ?1'.A/ x2_j}_:] r)~ , 2 7>1'.JI L~ /_') rr:i9 ')Afa . X !o> 

;r;: ,, '-?1 x ,.J,"J/J, 1). ;..1hf, ?"// , h .c,f® 1;; j)j 
1n J'!r =] h p- l,, 11 r f, f•?-ti 
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The elements in this Haggadah arei 

(l) R. Johan.an Sa¥s, "When Akiba would see Ben 

Kozibah., he would say, t A star C,koka~ goes out ot 

Jacob, ' Iwkba goes out of Jaeob-

(2) This is the King-Messiahl 11 and 

(.3) R. Johanan ben •rorta said, 11Akiba, grass will 

grow on your jaw-bones and still the sen of David will 

not haw come." 

A comparison of these three versions reveals 

several significant variations both textually and 

stylistically. For our purposes, however, we need but 

concentrate on the story itself and indicate the common 

elements contained in all three versions: 

Element (l), that is Akiba•s expounding of Numbers 

24:17, although in both versiQns I and III asserts the 

f a.vorable attitude of Akiba to Bar Kokba, is repor·ted by 

two different Rabbis - in the case of version I it is 

R. S:1.meon ben Yohai, in the case of v~rsion III it is 

R. Johanan. In version II this £irst element is 

reported by R. Johan.an, but does not even mention Akiba; 

it merely asserts the unf'avorable attitude of Rabbi 

( Judah Hanasi? my teacher?) toward Bar Kokba. 7 

Element (2)., the reference to Bar Kokba as the 

King-M3ssiah by R. Akiba, appears virtually alike in all 

·bhree versions except for minor textual differences (i.e. 

Palestinian Aramaic is used in version I, Babylonian 
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Aramaic in version II and Hebrew in version III) • 

. Element (3), Rabbi Torta' s reply to Akiba I s 

declaration concerning Bar Kokba appears sttbstantially 

the same except that the term ~ /9 ) 1- ia lacking in ver­

sion II and the phrase /i 2' /1 ( appears as ;~ ).. /; ·Ii in 

versions II and III. 

Having analyzed these three versions we arrive at 

the following conclusion: 

Since element (l) reveals contradicting attitudes 

toward Bar Kokba as well as conflicting in other basic 

details in the various versions, we shall entirely 

eliminate this element from any further consider(:3,t:i.011. •. 

This does not imply in any way that we cona:i.der this 

element as unhis•borfoal in itself'; me:rE-)ly that in order 

to use it we should £:1.rst have to reconcile ·t;ho di£ ... 

ferences and establish the correct interpretat:lon ..... an 

investigation whose results will make such little dif­

ference to ·the one fact we are tryimg to establish as to 

make aey effort in dealing with this problem unnecessary. 

For example, if we aoeept the interpretation or Scharer 

as opposed to that ot Bacher8 and thereby face the prob­

lem of Akiba 1 s negat1,ve attitude toward Bar Kokba, it 

would st:i.ll not invalidate the f' act that for a tirne at 

least Akiba did conc@ive or Bar Kokba as the ~ss:i.ah •. 

We elim:l.nate this element, however, in 01~d0r to avoid 

unnecessary complice.t:l.ons and problems., 9 



Since elements (2) and (.3) appear substantially 

the same throughout the vari0us versions, we accept 

these as valid historical da·ba., For although we oan 

£ind no supporting evidence in nol'l-Ra.bbinic or in non­

Jewish sources, there is nothing in either of these 

literatures to oontrad1ot this tradition., nor even to 

make it appear unreasonable., In .fact, Ak:tbe.'s connection 

w:tth the Bar Kokba rebell:t.on:,lO whether aotive~ll or 

mereJJ· as a passive s;ympathizer,12 would make a denj.aJ. 

of this tradition most un:r.easonabl.e,. 

We can therefore es·tablish the :f.'ol.lowir.r.g fact on 

the basis of what at present is an uncontradioted and 

reasonable tradition., whi.oh is in absolute agreement 

w:i.th what li.ttle we do know about the B.f'e and era of 

Akibo.; nameJJ·, that Akiba considered Bar. Kokba as the 

Messiah., a vi.ew wh:'i.ch was not shared unanirr1ot1sly by 

his collea.gu.es. 

We may now proceed one step further and state the 

first part ot our thesis; n.am@ly', that .Akiba, since he 

v1.ewed Bar Kokba. a.a the Messiah, must haw held to but 

on.a of the two ciu•rent ideas concerning the lvfessian:I.c 

Age ...... that it 1.s to be ~ inmrl.ne11t one and national in 

character. 
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To este.blish this f'act we can adduae the following 

tradition as corroborative evidence: 

Commenting on the verse, "Make us glad according to 

the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us," Midrash 

Tehill:lm proceeds from DJi J1 J,/;)1 -1::o A~S> Jih/ 1 and then 

asks the quest:i.on, 11What is the duration of the .......JI /;,1 1 

ti ~)I'!)) ?" In the catalogue of the various Rabbinic 

opir:d.ons that .follow we find that, "Rabbi Akiba. says 

forty years, according to the [!lumber o.EJ days wherein 

Thou has aff'l:toted us -- the forty years Israel served 

in the wilderness, as i.t is wr:ttten, • and He afflicted 

thee and suffered thee to hunger (Deut,. 8:3),.ittl.3 Thill! 

S8Jll@ tradition is also tound in another souree,.14 

In his study on Messianic speculations, Si.lver 

points out the significant fact that the Rabbis who 

lived bef'ere, dur:tng or im.tnedia:bely after the Bar Kokba 

revolt, all conceived of the Messiani.c Age as being of' 

comparatively short duration, whereas those who lived 

after. the uprising and in the succeeding generations 

ascribed relatively long terms for the duration or the 

Messianic ~e. The reason for this, Silver suggests, is 

that the earli.er Rabbis took the term ~ ~JJoJ _J/,1/· to mee.n 

the days preceding the advent of' the Messiah and 

expected the Messiah ·to appear in the very near future 

because their calendaric calculations led them to believe 

that they were living in the final cycle o:f.' the f1.fth 

millenium,15 

r 



FQ;rthermore, the belief was popularly held that the 

Messianic Age was to begin at a time when the fortunes 

of the people were at the very lowest. The social and 

political conditions during the fi.rst and early second 

centuries were such as could easily- .fill this require­

ment and so lend support to what their m.tllenarian 

chronology already led them to believe.16 

Akiba, too, believed that the Messianic Age was 

near and he is quoted by Rabbi Nathan as basi~g this 

hope on the text in Haggai (2:7), "Yet a little while 

longer and I will shake the heavens and the earth., 1117 

Having established the £act that Akiba viewed the 

Messianic Age as being ver"3' near at hand, we proceed to 

try to establish that the nature of this Messianic Age 

was political in character and involved the restoration 

of Jewish independence: 

Meyer Friedmann states that, "In the f'irat genera­

ticm after the destruction.•• the hearts of the leadex,s 

and sages in Israel were filled with hope that in but a 

short time the visions of the pr@phets will be fuli'illed, 

such as those o:t Ezekiel and the rest of the prophets. 1118 

The significance of Friedma:nn•s remark lies in the 

character of the Messian:tc hope p1•evalent in the second 

century• If it was to f'ultil. ·l;he prophets I dream.a, ·t.hen 

the national characteristics of th:1.s hope become 
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apparent. Certainly there were elements of a universal 

or. ethical nature inherent in Prophetic Messianism, but 

the :national or political aspect predominated as is 

am.ply demonstrated even in. the few prophet:i.c quotations 

which ~'riedmann erlracts.19 This view is eonfirro~d by 

ti Schurer who states, 11The older ?--eas:1.anic hope ••• :t.s 

noth1ng else than the hope of a better £utu:r.•e for the 

a°t:tQ..1'.!• O. e Even in later time$, the ....2lg.Jlp!2i_,P.f. !\ 

o ious ut · 1•e f r t,b~_n Wl·1Pt&i~d t.b,~r.i.~• 1120 

Moore a.ls,, states, 11The national, or as we might call it 

the political, expectation is an inher:ttance from 

p1•ophecy. Its principal .features are the recovery of' 

independence and power, an era of peace and prosperity, 

or fidel.ity to God and His law, or justice and fair ... 

dealing and brotherly love among men, and of personal 

rectitude and piety. The e:icternal. condition of all this 

is l:i.beration from the rule of foreign oppressors; the 

internal condition is the religious and moral refo:rma,., 

tion or regeneration of the Jew:l.sh people itself• n21 

That the Messian:i.o hope that prevailed among the 

Rabbis of the f'i:r.::rt. and early second centuries w~s 

national in character and that the ~ /!;)/'ft>Jtl;/' soon to be 

ushered in was indicative of a redemption from Roman 

domination and a restoration of poli tioal j_nd,ependenoe 

is also apparent from the TaJ.mudj.c s·tatements of second 

centul':y Rabbis which characterize the demoralized 
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political and social conditions of their times as being 

Messianic in oharaoter. The fall of Jerusalem, the de" 

feat of Bar Kokba and the subsequent Hadrianio persecu­

tions were regarded as the /\ ~JI ·ht> , the ·t;ravail pains 

which prefigured the imminent b:i.rth of the Messianic 

Age.22. 

The politic al and national natm:•e of the Messlanio 

Age hoped for in thj.s period is al.so apparent £rem the 

expectations of the general def eat of Rome: We know 

that speculations concerning the Messiah and the 

Messianic Age were rife.23 The book of Daniel partiou~ 

la:r.ly and Scripture generally were searched f'or deserip­

tions or his nature and :J.nd:i.cations of his advento24 We 

have already mentioned that their oalendar1.c calcula­

tions based on a MilJ.enar.ian Chronology fanned the flames 

ot' these speculations. Along with these ru;rstioal 

searchings for 11signs or the timestt, we must also men­

tion the expectation concerning the defeat of Rome.25 

Thus, when Jose ben Kisma, an eye-witness of the Bar 

Kokba revolt., was asked by his pupils when the M3ssiah 

was to come, his answer was based on his belie£ that the 

Romans would soon be defeated by the Pa.rtb:i.ans. Before 

he died he aslked his students to bury him in a deep 

grave, 11for there will be no palm tree in Babylonia to 

which the horses 0£ the Parthians will not be tied, and 

no coffin in Palestine from which the horses of the 

I. 
I 
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Medes will not feed, u26 Thj.s belief is even more 

vividly portrayed in Rq Simeon b. Yohai•s statement, 

11If you see a Persian (Pa.rthian) horse tethered to a 

grave in the land of Israel, keep watch for the coming 

of. the Messiah. Why so? Because it StWS (M:t.cah 5:4), 

'And this shall be peace, when the .Assyi•ian (-Pers1.an) 

comes into our land and treads upon 01.,r soilo • • • • u27 

The defeat of R0me was the necessary prerequisi.te 

£or Jewish independence and the people of Israel 

naturally were more than a little interested in whatever 

cou.ntry was waging war against '.Rome. In the second 

century, as we have seen, the Rabbis put their hope in 

Parthia who at this time was at war with Rome,~8 

Such being the general conditions, we might assume 

that these attitudes were alse ab.a.red by Aldba, We make 

this assumption on the basis of the following reasons: 

First, Akiba, like many others of the second 

century Rabbis who speculated concerning the Messianic 

Age, had a decidedl,;r mystio bent - he was one of the 

four who entered the cY3 ') Q) of eseter:ic philosophy-; he 

was a student of' the theosophical <>'"2-..J?J/ 'f)e1J ;29 and he 

has been regard~d by later generations as the author of 

several mystical texts.30 

Secondly, Rabbi Akiba, like Rabban Gwnaliel before 

him, was very favorably disposed toward the Parthians.,.31 



- 22 -

probably because they treated the Jews favorably32 and 

certainly because they threatened the domination of 

Roma.33 

Finally, the very fac·I:; th&t the tradi.tion embodied 

in the three versfons al.ready dealt with, all agr@e that 

Akiba referred to Bar Kokba not merely as the Messiah, 

but as the King-Meas:t.ah, indicates too that in A.Id.ha• s 

mind the term •Messiah' had a decidedly national con­

notation, 

Of course, no one single fact of those aJ.ready 

mentioned is al.one sufficient ·1:;o substantiate anything; 

but the S$Veral facts taken together, plus the tact that 

they all fit so read:t.ly into an understandable and 

reasonable histortoal context, do provide a sound bas:i.s 

on which to make a cenjecture; namely, ·l:,hat /Akiba held 

to a definite view o:f the A ,f?_,)J1> ..,/;J1 as being not only 

:i.n'llninent but also involving a complete upheaval of the 

exS.sting political s:i.tuation in Palestine at that ·t.:J.me. 

Having dealt with the political taotors which can 

reasonably expla:tn Akiba I s view of. the A r-eJl'#J J1IJl1 , we may 

proceed to search f'or similar motivations :J.n the social 

and economic spheres which alse affect man I s thinld.:ng 

and wherein we might also expect to find reasonable ex­

planations for Akiba 1s view. Moreover, we can also now 

set up Ishmael as representing that majority view of 
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/I JZ»JJ ._ji/)/ 1 wh:l.ch, as we have seen., was in sharp con­

flict with Akiba 1s view. The sooio-econom:i.o factors 

provide the first basis for a sharp division between the 

two views of Ii ,-e ;J91 ..A /;1/1 which is further to be expand@d 

upon by an actual statement of differenc@ between Akiba 

and Ishmael om this issue in the finaJ. chapter. 



Chapter III 

~.ib..~.!i!¥l,~..L1!~12~senllllv..i.!. -PA 

Jewish as well as non-Jewish historians haw 

already indicated and discussed the class struggles and 

factional strife in Palestine prior to and duril'lg the 

period of our investigation.l Louis Finkelstein sees a 

double struggle within Judaism already as fgr back as 

the Maocabean period; first, between the organized 

patricians or Sadduoees on the one hand and the scholars 

or Pharisees on the other, and, secondly, within the 

Pharisaic Party itself, between the patricians and 

provincials and the plebeians.2 He even goes so .far as 

to trace this secondary cleavage ·t;hrough the schools of 

Hillel and Shrumnai.3 down to Akiba and Ishmael.,4 Such a 

develop1nent, however, is beyond our concern. We must 

try to examine whatever evidence is available at present 

to see whe·l:iher or no·t; Akiba and Ishmael are distilll.,:f\l.ished 

from one another in regard to social and econom.1..c 

attitudes. 

or the few real £acts that we kl1ow of Akiba's back­

ground, one is ·bha.t he was a shepherd' and a:oother that, 

at one time, he was an ~Jr~ p i , a mortal enemy 0£ the 

Habbis.,6 As £or Ishmael, we know that he was a descendruxb 

of. a weal.thy priestly family in upper Galilee.7 These 
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facts, however, are of lit•ble sign.1.ficance by them­

selves. They may with additional evidence support our 

contention .. Since., however, there is :no direct evidence., 

the obvious course to follow then would be to examine 

thoroughly all of the Halakhot of both Akiba. and 

Ishmael and see whether they fall irrbo separate patterns, 

each favoring a different stratum in society. Unfor­

tunately no suoh exhaustive study, to our knowledge, has 

as yet been made. Finkelstein does indicate some of 

Ald.ba.t s principles in relation to class dif:t'erenoes and 

gives examples of their applioation.8 Of these principles 

and their application, we shall extract only those in 

which £:i.rst both Aldba and Ishlnael express a point of' 

view and secondly only tho@(9 examples given 'by Finkel­

stein which are a..1so substantia•lied by the sources. 9 

.fr..im.~.l= "Whatever be the inequalities wb.i.ch 

we find in the world, we must not permit them to intrude 

on the wership of God. Hence, ceremonial law must be 

interpreted so as not to a~clude the weaker social groups 

from pa~ticipation, or to demand too heavy sacrifices 

f'rom them. This implies that.no opportunity may be 

given to ·l;he more fortunate to invent ceremon:.tes or 

refinements of ritual which the poorer cal'll1ot imitate. 

Nor, on ·l;he o·l;her hand, may expensive devices b.a utilized 

as evas:tons of burdensome la.ws. 1110 



If' a man sold his ft)llow e. place to 

build him. a house (So, too, if a man rece:lved it, from 

his fellow to build h:tm. a br:i.dal house f' or h:i.s son or a 

dower-house f'o:r- his diiughter), he must build :tt four 

cu.bi tr:1 by six - so says R. 11Uciha.. R. IshmaeJ. says: 

This is a cattle shedl He that would build a cattle­

shed should bu:tld it f OUl." cubits by six; a small house -­

six by eigh·l:i; a large house - eight by ten; an eat:lng ... 

hall - ten by ten. The heigh·b ·[;hereof should be the 

(sum of) half.' its length and half' its bree.d.th.J;L 

l:li~l~ .. ~= Ak:tba. perm:i.t·t;ed t,he spending of the 

second tithe on such (plebeian) dishes as locusts and 

mushrooms; Ishmael was opposed to this 0 12 

~i~ ... Q,: .Akiba objected to Ishmael's exhortation 

to beautify the cormnandments by the pUrohase of a fine 

~~, fim~ fr:tnges., fine pbylacte1 .. :i.es and a flne 

~.,13 

,l~: Since the destruction of the Temple, 

the Levites had no more o.f'f.icial ftmction. Akiba felt 

that the:t.r ti the should cease to be binding on small 

farmers. He the1"efo:re :ruled that gra:J.n which has not 

been ga.-rm.lred :I,n time is free from the ti the; Ishmael 

ad.mi ts the pr:tnci.ple but holds that the yard must 

actually be unp:rotected,14 
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~~Jl: ttSo far as the civil law is still 

fluid and open to interpretation :J.t is .just to use this 

as a means for thE.~ reotif:i.cation of social lnequalities. 

Hence, the rules of law should favor t.he oppressed 

groups: the plebeian., the arti.san-m.erchant, ·t.he shepherd, 

the slave, the women and ohildren. 1115 

~: The cost 0£ the daily sacrif:f.ce in the 

Temple was defr@yed from the voluntary annual tax of 

half. a shekel paid by each adult male Jew. Toward the 

end of ·t.he second commonwealth there was generally an 

annua,1 surplus which Temple of'f:i.cials invested in oil, 

w:i.ne and flour to be sold to pilgrims at a pr.ofi t. Th:i.s 

was an infringement on the rights of private traders; 

for Temple coll'.llllodities had the advantage of convenience 

and prestige and we:r.•e in all probability cheaper.J.6 

Ishmael defends this praot:i.ce on grounds of precedent. 

Akibs. opposes i t,.17 

f?;'.:i•.ll.9.il?lti!l: "It is especially important that 

the prerogatives of the priests be limited, and that the 

gross :.l.nequali ty between them and the Lev::ttes be 

minintlzed. nl8 

~u.;ll.!t It W~\s customoo:•y for the pr:tests to bless 

the people after the Temple sacrif':tces. Ishmael renia:rked 

that while the priests are blessing the people, God 

Himself blesses the p1•:.l.ests. .Ak:tba ob,iected to this 
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ascription of special priv·:i.lege to the priests and was 

not even w:1.llj.ng to agree ·that the blessing of the people 

was entirely dependent on the pr.:i.ests.19 

This view of -Akiba and Ishmael as representing 

dif•rerent social and economic interes·ts in society seems 

most plausible for it explains the very bas:i.c faot,s in 

an understandable and f am:l.l:1.a:r. pattern. Thus, for 

example, it becomes easier for us to understand why 

Akiba 11enuno:i.at,es his conviction that the mode of ex­

pression used. by the Torah is quite different from that 

of every other book • ._, ~nd why Aldh,i] perceived [in 

every peculia.1~i ty of dict,ion, every particle, every 

sig€) indications of many important ceremonial laws, 

legal statutes and ethioe.l tea.chin.gs, n20 and why 

r' 21 Ishlne,el insisted f ~ I-< ~ t- ) re 1-=i '?)'Jlj, 'o)'; I-~ 0 

That the Bible was used to sanction the established 

social order and mai:rrl:.ain the difference of' levels within 

the society is an his·l:.or5.eoJ. phenomenon already familiar 

to us from pa.st h:i.stocy. Zei tl:i.n has poj.nted out how 

the whole Religious and Secular struggle for leadership 

in the Jewish sta.te was :responsible for the acceptance 

by some and rejection by otbers of the sources of 

author:t.ty, the Bible and the Oral Law.22 If the Torah 

was utilized in Akiba 1s day for the same pu11)ose, naro.ely 

by one element :tn soo:l.ety to sanction its leadership and 
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maintain its interests, then we should expect the other 

elements in society to strive for a change in the social 

structure. This would require one of two courses or 

action: (1) complete rejection of the Torah, which would 

requ1.re the setting-up 0£ a new sourcE:i of author:tty to 

sanction the ne-w social order, or (2) merely a new in­

terpretation 0£ the Torah that would effect the same 

result. · Aldba ts system of harmeneut5.es was so elastic, 

in fact, as to perm.:lt almost al'.\Y kind of new interpreta­

tion. As Louis Ginzberg characterizes i.t, 11 ... convinced 

both of the unchangeableness of Holy Scripture and of 

the necessity for development in Judaism, ha [Akih~ 

succeeded ill reiconc:tl:l.ng these two apparently hopele as 

opposites by mea.ns of his remarkable method Gr :i.nter­

pretatio:i) • 1123 This would al.so account fox• Ishmael I s 

great oppesition to Akihais method.24 It would also 

explain the statement made about Ishmael by his col­

leagues; namely, 0 Ishmael the priest favors the 

pr:tests.n25 

In view of the foregoing and also in view of the 

fact that ther<-:) ia nothing j_n the literature to cont,ro­

vert this contention, we cannot assume wtth reasonable as­

su.ranoe the:li Al.dba and Ishmael each reflects a dif'f.erent 

socio....aconomio orientation and interests Ishmael, the 

pro-pr:i.astly and pro-patrician; Akiha, the plebeian. 

Thus we find still another bas:J.s for understanding the 
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different points of view of Akiba and Ishmael concerning 

the A~)/'3)__) /;,1 1 • In the next chapter we shall treat of 

the actual statement of difference between them; that is, 

the only source upon which we can conclude what our in­

vestigations thu.s tar have on.1.y indicated. 



Ohap·~er IV 

J;k.~q_a,.,&1}9,.,JprungeJ/~!_,l;t~,YlS, .. O~nq~l,',W-m,_j,~ 

"'/: •moVt .~l!tl~h.:i:$ .. a.n¢1.MO.:fal..!!L...Qwi_~pJ2, 

n. • ••'!'here is an intimate connexion between 

crushing oppression, which leads to despair or the 

present, and the hopes of men for divine intervention, 

for the judgment to come (first of all, upon the:!.r 

oppressors), and a golden age in the future. This is 

proved by the form which eschatological speculation took 

in Judaism. It was no accident that apocalyptists 

dreamed of the world to come under the figure of a 

banquet, a Messianic feast., a time of' rejoicing and 

plenty, of freedom and prosperity, with the hungry 

filled and the mournful and disheartened com£orted. Or 

that they placed in the forE~front of their vision, in 

times of' acute political distress, a divine intervention 

and chastisement of their enemies. Or that the more 

spiritual guides and interpreters of the common hope, 

men who realized that their 1hope was laid up in heaven', 

and that the consummation lay in another world than ·this -

that these men reta:l.ned the crude symbolism of the 

poli tica,l ... economio dream which fired the hearts of the 

poor and oppressed, giving it a higher interpretati.on. 

Th.e forms taken by this expectation were no accident; 

one of the surest of psychological laws, the very one 
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that governs all dreams of the hungry and persecuted, of 

all persons with repressed desires -·· the prisoner's 

dream of deliverance, the fever-stricken man's vision of 

cooling waters, the femine sufferer's dream of bread -

rendered inevitable their choice of imagery. And in ••• 

Q'est1s Q time the people were not only hungry for bread, 

and restless under the political restraints of the Roman 

occupation; they were yearning for the actual realiza­

tion and establishment of the first premise of their 

priestly religion, the theocracy, the !:_~:qum .deJ,.,.;!Jl 

~, the actual, tangible, visible manifestation of 

God 1s supreme·power upon earth and the conformation of 

this world's affairs to His divine and perfect will •. 

This premise was not yet actually realized. The Kingdom 

of God has not yet 'come•. And the·longer it remained 

unrealized, ·the more vividly, it seems, were its coming 

and the consequences of its coming p:i.ctured. nl Thus an 

historian sums up the social, economic, political, 

psychological and religious stimuli which aroused the 

widespread Messianic expectations prior to and during 

the period of our investigation. In his conclusion, 

however, he describes onJ.y one of the two basic mani­

f'esta·Hons of the Messianic hope -- the Apocalyptic­

eschatological form. 

This form, which derives from a monotheistic pre~ 

mise2 is larger in scope and more religious in character.J 
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It is the consummation of the p,)/£ Jf/._::J;;;,. God's Kingship 

on earth.4 This view is best expressed in the prophet 1s 

'Words, 11011 that da~~ the Lord shall ?e One and His :name 

shall be one," or as it appears in the Sibylline Oracles, 

11'IDJ:nen He will raise up e. kingdom to all eternity over 

man, he who once gave a holy law to the godly, to whom 

he promised to open all the earth, and the world, and 

the gates of the blessed, and all joys, and an immortal 

soul ( v o Vi;- ) and eternal happiness. 115 A clear and more­

o:r.-less consistent expression of this view is found in 

the Gospels or the New Testament. 

The second form which the ~ssianic expectations 

assumed derives from Biblical prophecy and is the 

national-political one which we have already mentioned:6 

"The expectation of a golden age of' the Jew:i.sh nation 

attached itself to the prophecies of liberation from 

foreign dominion, and restoration of independence under 

the rule of a wise and good king of the old 1:f.ne or 

kings of Judah, an age crowned with all the blessings 

' 7 of God .... 

n • • • • The prophets abound in idealizing descripti.ons 

of the golden age to come, with its politioal, social, 

and eoononrl.c blessings. The Jews drew oh all 'chis 

imagery in their pictures of the future, and embellished 

them with new traits discovered by ingenious midrash in 

other par·t;s of' the Scriptures.••" tt8 

i. 
i. 
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This distinction between the two forms which the 

Messianic expectations asst1llled is the starting point for 

the conclus:i.on of our thesis: 

We have already established with reasonable cer­

tainty that Akiba viewed Bar Kokba as the Messiah who 

was to usher in the immi:n.ent A rf.,)!f> Jt!;,/1 which he expected, 

a view not shared by all his colleagues. We have also 

reasonably established that th1.s A ,_e){o) .JI, //t/ 1 involved a. 

political upheaval_ ... the overthrow of' Roman domination 

and the restoration of Jewish political independence. 

On the basis of this we have concluded that Akiba held 

to but one of the two current views regarding the Ji/)11 

n't~"?J; namely, the national-political one in contrast 

to the apocalyptio-eschatological one. 

Secondly, we have assumed on the basis of Finkel• 

stein's work on Akiba (at present, the only work with 

such an approach), the fact that Akiba represented one 

socio-economic stratum in his society and Ishmael 

another. We have made this assun1ption on the vaJ.idity 

of such an approach in other similar M.storfoal situa­

tions as well as its plausibility in this one, moreso 

·than on the actual evidence of Finkelstein, which leaves 

much to be desired. In addition, the fact that this 

approach is not controverted by aey of the sources is 

another factor in its acceptance. 

On the basis of' this we shall now try to demonst,rate 

ou~ conclusion; ne.mely, that since Ishmael represents 
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the interests of a particular class in society different 

from that which Akiba represents, Ishmael also must hold 

to a different view of the A i)!o) ...A/;Ji ; namely, the 

second of the two forms wh:tch the Messianic expectations 

assumed, the apocalyptic-esohatologica:1 one, 

The sole evidence which we have a.re two similar 

passages in Sanhedrin: 

a.)9 ,(o>fl( f~c/1).. _j\')::) J-1•'ii) ::/1 13cA ')JI/(':, p//( 
-.A J..:)-..)1 ".)) '.)9! pr,;).. .J,. ') .'.)?) ..f\ ') :JJ. .)\,, :) Q) 11 JJ,. ~...Jr 
r;-ut· '1-'°> 1( ')J,/k . J<, 1--71 •")___') •')')..'9 fi').'o'J rf( 

'1)J,1.:)_JI xii e• p,)I;;; o)i!i ~1 ?)Ji?~, 0-Nl<J ~ ... :) 1~kl 
~I /...)I o)',;...';' Jl'")..:)_j. k"l"oJ ·p/2(.J.0:J'o> p)jo) p~"l..--

b)lO 
' P~A j?-- Jilb 

' 'J'2 =:? i' oYo r -A 'J.:)J>. j'' 'i'J 1 'l- JI ")_:JJ\ J1-, ~ ,?'") ,;}, }fl,: 
j{ jo) 1§> Ji k ')fi)<J ')~ k ii> J µ1Ai 1 

'? l"A 1 J 

.f,>11-- Q!_/11.:JJ I k lk. ~ , P ,J.1 {-; ve (i ':)' 'ij)_J,, ?,_;)J 1,,,/f9 <1/v 
, pq k 'J1· j ,ef;· ';)'>/..A ,)":>)..~ _)') :).]\ vi ?.:Jo) ?-- '3> 1 I .....A'):,';) 

These passages reveal an important difference of 

opinion concerning the number of worlds or periods of 

time., From Ishmael I s rhetor1.oal question to Akiba, 

11 Are there then three worlds?" we can infer that Akiba. 

held to a pattern described earlierll -- one in which 

the )\ 1U'!J) ....A /)/1 figured more prominently as an independent 

period of upheaval and activity. From Ishmael's inter­

pretation of the verses we gather that he held to that 

view of the ;, .{A?J JIJI, which sa.w it as part of a greater 

/( ?..'i) p/d - a majority view which, broadly speald.ng, 

saw one great anti thes1.s between r;;_j r> PW and 1-< 2 fi> p W •12 
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That such a distinction should exist between Akiba 

and Ishmael is understandable in view of what each saw in 

the A '-f,JJfJ .J J J/1 • Akiba saw Bar Kokba as the Messiah who 

was soon to usher in a M3ssianic Age that would achieve 

political independence and effect social and economic 

changes, and he therefore saw it as a distinct period of 

great activity and accomplishment. Ishmael, who would 

understandably oppose any social and political upheaval 

and any threat to the position of leadership of his 

class, saw the ~ ,.f,),f'ff) --AN' in the older, more conservative 

and traditional light, merely as part of a greater, more 

remote, eschatological k ).t)) PW• 

This conclusion is, of course, no more than a con­

jecture. But to repeat an already welJ .... emphasized prin ... 

ciple, since this conjecture is based on a reasonable 

foundation, since it is not contradicted by any of the 

sources, but is rat,her based on a view of history which . 

time and again is validated by other similar ~istorical 

s:1.tuations, we make our conjecture with a reasonable 

measure of assurance. 
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JY!ll .N~Jlen ~~§teme.n] (M.lnioh, 1928) , are to volume IV, 
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1. Mishna Abot 2:7 - JfvJ;' /jgt ( 'iJJr 1-/0 /)£ l))Jf 
. /<i'1-1i) pfi,1 ··)1 ;( ?}Jj> 'o)'J)__Ji '')7-~ 

Bereshit Rabba 14:5 (I,129) - §') 0 8, .ii /,-J,g, '?.-- 0 £ '/ 
(i.e, at Resurrection) ,k 1-@ p/4( f)9g} 0'Jj0) ph/7-

1)j'o'> pfrl1- /J\'J[j,& P(l::> k( P'">Jllk e'~ ~•?-/ Q/1-

'JI zlJ-- r:hJi!V '0)')'?! p01J- /<, 1-'?)) p(;1 r 1J\ ") B, 1_:J 

1~ 11-( 3!.Jlo( f-x _A))/ 9-J1-} p, '?'c-').- ~AJ("I tJlci-)-/ 

I) I 6 I-- ')}/ I c-1 J, I 11 g i'l- / p I rc;; I t 7-- Hl_J\.)I ( k 1---75> p /4~) 
Y)) J01; _JI, x ') 1x Td n, Ji}h- J)/ 1 I-< 1 :.>e ) l 1-1---I 

r:i11r/k f-1'JI' ,.,_,., ?Alk 1,,/i ?bl p•9'C p'1fl•fi 

r,;J/ p111l-=t ~ ~jh 1 ;JI}/ /,'OJ '0firT ~j'l'5h 1 .!}1)/JJ 

k fF) 
1

1-l/(0 Ci,@ ;, /§)e o)fl c/;,,;J/ ?PJ 1s>~ 
p r;i..,_ J;. ') .(], e PA p· ?Allk. ,-5-,_, /1? hk brr 
S)_j 9) r rn I- )-< '2.15) p r;;j_ l,A '!, 3, r~ '?)j 'J) 

__/I i;J317.-) p •~'('L- ')}/ le I ') e1-1-I 0/j'1- ,[:;J,JI 
'J/1/lc-l '!~ .,,7.-/ ) 111-- r,-fViJ,/ 1~ 1--( 7:JI 1( fx r-) 
1 [!,~ k (i; J IJ J/-s; 1} k t:>l __Ji L/3-o ]_I r ·~ , t1-

x 1K I k J L- U\:) f x JJI .)_A,;,) ;;__) 'J\J\ 
(i.e. in the future, at Resurrection) iJ__'.) '..../1.J-. 

K ix I k .J 1- ;_j\_:J )'k jJ\ kc})? o) ~J' --z. t~ 1 
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-:,.,'_j\~ J, I: J )\ e 2..-~ 'Ja 1--I 'J/1 J k · 0 r j\ 
J__,A ~J lo P•?'rl ,JI IAd1 _'fa '1-G xix /) ~ 

... ;J J::,loJ. v/K r'.:) L'J, '.) /'K 
(i.e. Since bones and sinews are here mem-

tioned last, it follows that they will also 

be last at the future creation of man.) See 

also Leviticus Ra.bba 14:9, for parallel 

passage. 

Tosef'te. Peah 4:18 (24) - r. !) 
rj)/'o) j7j~1-- '9>1j/) 

I f-Ll) l p 'j O ( I~ I ,/311~ G __j )_ _j' 7-) 3Jl/il 

1( hJi1/1J /•hk 1( ;hfi Jih i2- j€1- 1( 
fi ft I q), o ~3); _Ji 1 ~ 9JJ-,: 0 J ~ ICY)! h):; 

r 'J\ h. K fi f ,::, U 'rj)_A -'> t-') ,_J iJU1 9 J)lj '3) J1 )< f P J\ /)_.I< 

,rl' h]!J<: ~ ~) Jk I »G11( Jtl{J;A /jJ c "JihX P7J>( r"J»x 
q;;KJil ;Jv/,_ft (heavenl~world of souls 111) 5"W)!( 
. /Jjt- 1 '}1 hh rpeJ p)laA y=lsl ti;(B11 

~ )__ 0 M ( 0) fty ~ f5'> (2; p I? Al 1- Ji h q I 8 

9 }s) )'He PlfA~ _jihg1!1 ~Ji:3Jf. :_;x I 
c:v ~ JJ I r~ 9 'JA l'{_J t 1i) )_ GJfe r 3) rr'), 

JI 1,91k uy. "J. hk , 1,d ?k oJ I (JJ/ 

/~h'r .Jhil/1 ,'.)ijc\ Jk1} ~h ,J) /rlr! /,Ai 
•_) 1--IG •_) 1.=ss hAk 'JA/<fl ~ 11 yj) 

.Jll;gl/') (jj(' ''j\h,k 1Gk 1 p1j)i(H)} •')(2) 

-JlrlQ)j fi _;ih.511< :;iiji- f I /tM (i 
./1~) /1f'(; P·h Cf1 ri9 'Jr) ~J1kjl 

,JI ~Jc' j/< I p' ') t) k r l3-J (' '') h)~ p :J A 
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, '-.II 1,, 1r 'ii) T'"ls 'o) , 7f)_J. 1;; '))//(_fl , )/!Jt r 
_!_ll'i}(' yHI ;>j'iJ p/i'i? v1hB1k Gjc:-

1 'fl) ( T (i;J '))/ !if Jn 'ii) p /t ( -Jh J;x 
... 700/-< /~ ~1-:i..::>) rr~g 

' Olam Ha.be. in this passage refers to the 

world of so1.1ls., See Strack and Billerbeck, 

PP• 816, note a., and 8.32-S.3.3, note q. 

2·. Mishne. Berakot 9: 5 - / S) i ..A /__)-:, ""2- 1)./_J, ; /) b 
/ j'~o> I ~0 gA p(r;~ j)J P ,r-y)l/k ),n Q~ pJ1 ")._ 

(i.e. Sadducees and those who denied Resur-

rection and Retribution) j' /1 j r; )I/-{ J 

p ")Jilk JGle u,-;v o) 9 /Jk 1/i pfrJ 
. rfio) 91/ pfMo; Ji 

Since this formllla. j_s a reaction against the 

denial of Resurrection, the meaning of the 

second p (;~ ( = I<.. 2-;;) p (j) in this context re­

fers to the eschatological k 2, tj) p /(~ which is 

to be ushered in by the Resu:i.~rection and 

World Judgmen·~. The parallel passage in 

Tose.fta Berakot 7:21 (17) reads - '/(/1/h {; 

')/ Phi01 qj ),0; Q:y pA ),-t _j".:)'J)_.. 

A /4 p{1oi j•N hfiN/' /jA1D 1f~l 
rfH'ij) /ii p ,0)1!/<; ~,e 07>)'0'> 9 Al-< 

~1-- 9)jf) p(hii'J /'lie ;,1,91,,;1 r/4,y 911 

1,0,G _i)A 'Jl?jhJ)_? A (k /aol pf;,i 
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(i.e. Just as one naturally goes from the 

anteroom into the dining room, the p /rf 1' 

K~7il in the above reference cannot refer 

to the li'inal Age which begins with the 

Resurrection, but rather refers to the 

World of Souls into which the soul of a 

man naturally enters after death. Here we 

have an example of how the dual meanings 

of the expresEdon (I 2_1f) p fM lead to two en­

tirely· different interpretations of a par­

tioular reference.) 

II 
.3. See Em~.l S.churei·, !Jl~QlX of the.,.hl,Wif!lh .. l!Q.U.le .. J.n 

the Time of Jesus Christ (New York, n.d.), Division 

II. vol. 2., pp. 177-18.3, and George Foote Moore, 

44§.~m .¼ t,b_fl_ First Il:l.R.. Oentsri§Jl. ,ot: t,n~ Qbri§tian 

~ (Cambridge, 1927-.30), vol. 2., PP• .338ff. 

II 
4. See Schurer, II. 2., PP• 177-179, and Moore, 2., 

P• .378. 

5. Mishna Sanhedrin 10:.3 - I'~ PB1(}'k 75'lr@3) ')/q 

i.e. the Age beginning with ) }\ "1-'o) P (;1( 

P .J / /~ 'o) C, Q) ,J 1 }I A Jl ( the Resurrection 

p Jt IX ';°) cf efJ ,J q'ryl{o) G y) H f~JI 

p011- ''rf) p()§)v> pe)/1 'O")j'P) PM1-
p(;1f yi fi p?)){ /k Pl'jo ~* x1-m 

p, I~ (j h I p, i') PI~ o ~;x/ r;JiJJ<)e A 1-ll> 

! 
i 

i1 



p•/~ (Jf1} '?)jfJJ p/lj'2 p,-j') ~;f)I ~1 
pf,--;( ;iM P»f /11' p,r;--yjf . Ai-ffl pf,[ 

.Ji1-~ ,k,£/i P~jH'o) /.1,f)/ 1
/ 0,)!kjt X?,,'?5) 

o)j6) Phi?-- /;,/JI,) If) _1:)( f.>Q)f.//1- f)J~ c/a/{'i) 
o>), )~ t> 'Yj) Ji ,;;; 1 ... k 1.-1?) PM --i 'i) r» ('}/ --i­

Cf-J J<, 'r)) p 'ri) , ;; o.:) v1; ')fi" Jt Ji I;; r f/) ,-;;; ')y 1 

pft--11-- (;;; ,' o> ru» I '"oJ J-.J.( ,J i)) j'i?) pfit/,,-
J<; ..,__., 1 i , 'J ''; 1---=, k )..o> 

Sanhedrin 90b -
')""2 .. :;;>1- ,oJ, '),?- ')ji'M -->"f< f<JJ\ 

)'k P'-;)l//1 J,if"> ~ P j ')/ ")Q)O .JI c) '0 f>-5 

I '0 I .:.JI ') )/ k ?> 1) I ..)I "5) l)) p '.)1;1/ i) Ji I I /)JI 

p::)S''"2- p.J, 1h0 Hr; P-.:JJl)L/1 p__;1(2)·0 

p VI /'.J'i) __}\ "hJ. ;,x P'0Jl)k p....);fe p/0 , 

J 0::) 75> ') )ll/1 I"< ~ , 'J '15) '8> 'J !J1 'o"> /Iv 
_j\ ') ')ri) 7?)1- ?) J / if !-<, I ff) 5) ~ Q) j 0,) J, } :>J, 

--11 1v . 1, r Qi ?-- ~ , ---f ~j '9) Pr;,,,. _fl ') :::> _}I 

(i.e. at Resurrection) A,_ 'o'> P/7tf'...Jxf 
}$Jr k)I';; 11 1--1<r x00 "2-0 1r 0)1/<, 

''J fl K ) /,;;) f0]j I k ....A 0 :::J J\ --..A 0 :) 'O) /iJ / 11 ") J _j\ 

1/~JJ\::> P~/-< •j'1- 1~/S '0'J'!IJ\ 1)')')..~ 15)·( 
~"} :::t.f\ 1) j'75) p 01 t, _j\ '> !) 'o) J ') .:JJ\ _J1 ') J p) 

1 ? , r ?JIX J<- '- 1f7 '---; ,ry2..9 1<, ?-f}l f v1r 
)~ ~ :i'> _fi k f)JV Xj ? 7-__:) Jr~/ {f 1}) l ' 

1 I p , )/ [I r>l f '-?, w1 'J ;:> j 1 19 ("JI 

f Fl( ...A 0:J 0) ~_,0 pf:v7--- S)..) '") ~11 

5) ') L}. '?)~ L-~ JI ) :)J\ J\ 0 J r,3) J<. 7-- fil 
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Niddah 16b -
, -y)._~ .J1 k :;x j)Jr h -1e JG), r}'f; A jJ\ 

19)}/.:J ''2-1 l•'1'JIM J( /0)/)f P./1.. 
?'7 k k i 7-0/!il P -v( JJIX })'h ..J\ ::nA P> 

p .. ))(t /_~•f)f-;,(}_, '9...? :f),j;f) Phi2- P.:YH 
Jer. Haggiga 77c - . A 7-- ?J) pf ff 

Sota l2a -

") c·f0 / -, f I IA fiJ::.n- 1i) 7J i 7j) ./1 ) I"' ?- . .. 

0J1/!-<l · 1~ h n)/1 '),Jy)! '0 1;,'3")/ JtJ.J) 

/1'1 1
:J ) c~ p') ~.JI ?lJrJlt 'o)A}/s 

fJ;JfilJ /// eA'o> v~'), 1fJ 'J h ?,_[ 9 

1t'J r L10111r1 11J11f /7 i? --Ax v01t1 
r/1_ fW ?i"X 1-i-0 '3 1/) 101? lfv 

":J)_J fM/ '?;) 11A 1h:>(Jlr/ ~ '..fi'?f1-IV 
_y,f )Ix ,;r; l'if)'O ?~! 'iJ :Ji N 2 o_J 

0))/,':g t "tj)_jf) p/!i-i- J 1 
( , f c I 1)(./0 

/<, 1-?> P/tJ) 3)3 ?j)h-?- rv 1J)f "f)f ff 
W· -uu 7/ir• pJ1 ?pJ1- ,lot 

1-:.)1:)-=J 11u /<iJ§)a o)1r6J 'o)_j 

Ii J,}lh0J 61 /J) 2-Jv p)'J-

rM~{c/NJti• ;,r Nd j,f,7.,)/ G 
__/I II 0 C:ti I §) I h 'J)X I 'Jl II<(' I 

I I ':J ff) 1$) () ) 9 rJ 09 C' p ')J/1 k j Ji 

)'20, b roJf?~ ~?fJe) (?A/l 1>/r?<J) 

!Jk If 1i r r;Ax µ,) 12, re;.J\ f) ')j)i ''0 9, r 'f) 
K1 ~I ;lb /~41 JJiex J1k 2'?cl 9/2"1 t(rr 

- vap fa"k ./.;ii- ;( 'iJ?,)!X. f)!Ji'lj -AX 

'?~c- k ( ~J?e) e J)1 'J 0 ff A ') Ji), 'f11_ 0 'j c 
P''')..J~J) fi Jl1j~ o>Jlh'I P1 '7...:Jjt1 /; Afi 

p{;12- lrV< 7:dc- kf.'iJ1?0 _;1/2'7'J?> ~/ 

.)1115) ph(i 'f)jp) P/!11- 7)J1kl '.P)j~ 
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(i.e. Those who were killed through Pharaoh's 

deeree can be won back for the world to come 

through Resurrection, but those who follow 

Amram•s advice preclude the possibility of 

the world to come for their unbegotten 

children,) 

6, In the Mishna Sanhedrin 10: 1-.3 (see above note 5) 

are enumerated those ind:i.viduals and generations 

who are to have no share in the k 2- ?> pf;--; • Two 

categories are sharply defined in relation to these 

people: C!oneerni,ng one group (e.g. the Generation 

of the Flood) it states: j<. 1..o) p(;"I( TIA ,o'3>( j'k 

f •';/1-- /•9)1/i )'!-·), 'They have no portion in the 

world to come, nor will they stand in the Judgment.• 

The reason for this is that since they have already 

received their punishment in this world, they are 

no longer considered for the final judgment nor for 

the /<. 20') ;a{;,f • Later, however, R. Johanan con­

cluded something entirely different. He states 

(Gen. Rabba 28:8 and Koheleth Rabba 9:14) that the 

generation of the flood, having received its punish­

ment, will have a portion in the world to come. 

Oonoern:i.ng the second category (e.g. the men of 

Sodom) it states a/ •9/1/-6 h/~ /"i 1-f) p(;1 ( ( /rJ p;f)( f'A 
/ '9 2 ., 1They have no share in the world to come, 



but they do stand in the Judgment. 1 The reason for 

this is that since they have not received their ·com­

plete punishment, they receive the final judgment, but 

are thereby excluded from the /<, J'f) PM • Thewe 

statements in M:tshna. Sanhedrin indicate the close 

connection between A 7,o) PM and the final judgment: 

'rhe final judgment concludes the present era and 

ushers in the future era i.n which the righteous will 

have a share. As for the Resurrection, however, the 

Mishna in Sanhedrin makes no mention of it. 

In a parallel passage, the Tosefta 0anhedrin 

13:lff. (434[1 cites all the conflicting opinions to­

gether, I They enter into the world to come' : 'J).. p j vt> 
l'l--'J ''))..g "' k'"l'i> p(;1('rfi f01f/ 1h q?h ,7a? 

Thia establishea •• An, pfitf r r). Q;I//, /ty,,, '? [i,/J;c: 
the Resur1'€lction of the children who are under age. 

Further on, the opinion of' the M:i.shna concerning the 

generation of the flood is repeated f 'iJ!r;, A ih.JJJ> ')/~ 

~ 11fi f J/1 ff If, , but whereas ·che Mishna adds /' /<, / 

/"-:, 1-- /' 9)1/i , the Tosefta adds instead /,, /J JJ,J-r/ 
f< 1-0 p (n (. Concerning the gene1•ation of' the 

, Tower 0£ Babel and the men of Sodom, the Tose£ta 

similarly sta.tes:;~1n) f/Joftn j'AI A i0) pf1f pli P1»fjk • 
But when R. Akiba wants to extend this to cover also 
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Korab. and his band and the generation of the wilder­

ness, R. Judah b. Bathyra retorts (in agreement with 

R. Eliezer) k ?,6) p[i1( fl J'h L J namely, after they 

have taken part in the Resurrection. Thus we see 

that just as the Mish:na speaks of the final judgment 

in close connection with the /-< 2 9) pfrt, so the 

Tosefta. closely connects the Resurrection with the 

h '2.'o'I p[1 • Both the Restu~rection and the final 

judgment presuppose the A 2b) p{1, for without them 

the /< ?..fil p{;,f cannot come upon earth. Whoever then 

takes pa.rt in the Resurrection and is saved from the 

final judgment will enter into the /'-, i.1> p{t • The 

converse is true regarding those about whom it is 

written / 0 , ~ fe.fi J" h k (- they w:7.ll have no share 

in the /-<i 7. 'i) p (;7 • 

7. Sae below Chapter II, P• 17 and notes. 

8. Bereshit Rabba 44:22 (I, 4/jv-45)-
.. ....Al'")).. P'o'J7lh -AX ''ft) .__A'?_) k/0<o) p/,1,,. 

n.:)/ 1/03 Ji. JJ/l'' J?-? · .. [?Alli} r~J, '?, ~AfA) 
f fitP> {;fj ff I r;;') M ,{) j 'i) P fi-f f> rp/ /,{ 9 /'I /"i i.p 1 
1)_j'j) P fti'?J 9 /I A 0/v A 11.Jr; hlk /, I ( oJ fr /'r ( A 1,'o) 

I . • • • I r 'i) 0:- /o. 'if) p (i 7/7> "=? /1 k I 
Gen. 15:19-21 mentions the ten nations whose 

conquest God assured Israel. According to 

Deut. 7:1, however, Israel conquered but seven 

of these ten. The question then arises, When 

will the remaining three be put in Israel's 

possessfon? R. Johanan b. Za.ccai believes it 

will take place during the latter pa.rt of the 
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present era. ( ?)__j J) P Ir/ ) , which ia the --JI I J,/ 1 

/I ~}0; - thus his statement (j)_;j ff> p/1?;-J) 

r/ Ji)Jr, for herein the prophecies in Gen. 

l5rl9-21 will be completely fulfilled. Rabbi 

Akiba, however, believes to the contrary; 

namely, that the prophecies will find ful­

filment in an era. beyond the present one. 

B.abbi Akiba calJ.s this era beyond th$ present 

one s:iJllply/f ?-'5) p/4,. Furthermore, R. Akiba 

divides the period, which for R. Johanan b. 

Za.ecai is thef~;v.J)Jt/j, 1 into two periods: The 

former period of stress and strain he calls 

the Messianic Age; the latter period, which 

is one of undisturbed conquest and possession, 

during which the ten nations will be possessed 

by Israel, he calls the ,k27fl t°W - thus his 

staternent J oJlt k1'i.7> ,pM7f> 9Ak) ij)j~ pJ;;,Jl> ~A,k • 

9. Toserta Sota 4:2 (298) -
h-- (j) B 0 X f t0 X JAJI l '/ <)Jf J /1 }, lo"-> (J'§) 'T1.k ._ 

')A k Jl k -i..w p/i-1 r J 1 ). .Ji x 0 ~ , 2 1 t-e r;__ 
? './I ";) I l'.)V pJf) ~ /? t I ? jJl!k p •:) r; '9)G)} 

, , ..1 . ,1. r I h,.,A e, 'Q k (-) -0* 
Tosefta Ta1a.nit 4:14 (221) - r 

f', /', ,J, 'i) j$l P Inf I' hk..1v1.cm r;, 
_), x 1;,#l ;t x <]_@ pH r ~Iv? 

'i>, 'l.p) 1 r~ r;· §) -i.- rfr f p , U1~ , 
. §) .fi P ,r;_k ..1i)µi) s- e >-t// f>.Jik ~ ~ 
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Mekilta, Exodus 15:26 (II., 96-97)-
K r p , ') 9N 1- !..AJl-l )e k 15) r;;JK5', r; 

JrXe)h ',l j8 ':J £.. 'o)!I/ z,fi p,.P,J<, 
JX?f,( pJJ)(')/J;!( lj)fllf P1/f40> 0;,1k 

P.:Jr r'o) P11 h Px>r UIJ.Jt 'o) () 1..h ir, ?-"9 

r;i/<, ~0 I P'o'if;::frlf ( p0) P"h 1:J 0fikt 
? 1 ? t ( ''i) JI/ ...JilH }€)0 0JJk fo rq_:; ( /f 1$) 

Px hr;, 'Jfl//r rtiB, 1 2--J r'..fihJrJ1r1p,t1 
r;)k~')_r}•-=>'9iB p0> 'p)JI 't!),M ,pfi5;,J pw1-j1,Jt 
P~k .. K;,, 7 f;,')Jfl?r ;/11~, 0QJ-; 'r3) M-A/o'J f /k 

Meki1ta., mx. 16,2, err, u9,2..■',, JA' •-:, p,e1~ fX} 23)-J,.,, rli' 
/3)[ p)~ :_/\Le ~ p)~ '5>/h/1 weJ/1 J}Jk) 

')..j 1 1 M • '1. ') ... 709 ~-1. ~ Jk g;Jj\ k / P /,D 
P•k91JV PJl/<i /h ";):5r> p{rl1,. Q.AJJ/1_f,1voh 

Baba Batre. 122a......:.k"l'0) pfi1 (1.JJH P•k(]JA PJIA h..k I •. Alk 
0e1 ~)Ml( TJA.J_JQ JJ;')e• cfox "?>r.:J'J11 k·/J 

0~1 Pt:r 1</Jf 'i'irlhJIJ tr o)r;..)?,.e p,C'-i-t 
'9") T 11h ~")~ Pr;;, Ii ~1 r /A..? k JI. .. P, ¼-i.e 
m i Ir Q , P'9 A I,) _;qi PW1'> k 1-'o) P!rt [[ 

D':3Q 1(J.1, O'~0e) ~1e og?Q) '?B,l l(J,-k 11.[( 
If f'He '::Jt>Jd r:Jf,/~ .G 1(J1k k'7..'0 p',/;i '/,_ 

Ketubot lllb- · , . Tf A1?-I 7Jf$jtl,.I ')1»"J.. 

p {j 1''5) f,., '1.'m P II io> 1J j o> p lr1 ..:J kf /r)J,J/<, 
k 26,l pr; f',', l )')911 ') lg).r '.J1.3 h t. 0_j'.D 

I.JV).. .J1 1l!J1-1)_) 0 Q)p1. JI-<. /'')'j''l- ....A!tk '?'J!Jt fv1N 
..1,A.1, /''i''o~ !St! fBt- oJGQJ.::; 'ii})Af,'j) pQJoJ/1 

,,.,.,<'- p1-81JJ ~ )'!ft -n2:pl <:iJ'f_/l r(p.,1 ,re,-.,1'.n 
'Jft/1 

1
'J f·Jt g 1!{A TVev1 1/1 p9J '1<fo f" 

• .. QA/1,,1 ~ r x 
The above Baraitot expresses those expectations of the 

K 'l.'P) fV1 that were to be .fuli'illed in the A ,,£1,n J,))11 

according to Johanan b. Zaccai and the majority of his 

colleagues as well as all who shared their point of 

view. Rabbi Akiba., however, since to him the -...11/J.11 

{\ ~»:i) was hardly a period of calm possession and en­

j oym.ent., but rather one of great turmoil and struggle, 

postponed the fu.lt'ilment of the above expectations to 
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a period following the actual Messianic Age, a period 

he called f-< 1-'QJ P /Ii • 

10. The Mishna Berakot l:5 (].nd its parallel passages in 

the· Tosefta Bera.kot 1:10 (2), Mekilta, Gen. l.3(3 

(I, 1.35), and Sifre, Deut. 16:.3 (130, lOlaD is an 

example of the f),_edi) .11/;1/, contrasted with the p(;/ 

<p')j~ --
/,' /I 1 _, ,.1 ..,_ ... _J\ 1 r:-G: p u,9,,; _Ji J-l] · ;, '] · J _j;I' 

/. _.,1 ft :5 P /, _J\ x ') b_:M f .,if r ']_;/ Ju{ Le, , c,J 
P i_fi ~ 7 "A ·N' T · 11 ,,,;, G P , c>f3JI ct? 1-r JI 

1Jf 1 Pl(JAl/i P ,fi.:Jf) I Ji!f:fi, 1_ ,,n ,)!, J; 
I-< Q~r r" A I Jt/, G D j.o) pn iSJ r ,, A 

Of. Seh{ri.er II. 2., P• 178, ) ~ ~_»3; JI))/ ,f 
where he cites this Mishna. to identify the 

A~ NG) _/1 /}J, with the K w f /rt • Strack-

Billerbeek, P• 829, note q. considers this 

untounded.) 

For other such examples see references in Strack­

Billerbeck, PP• 826-828, note e. 

Sanhedr5..n 99a (and its parallel passages in 

Berakot 34b and Shabbat 63a) provides an illustration 

of the ;)lJJ-3) ..11/J/1 used contrastingly with the p(r-; 

c.,)_jo) : 

G /.J1Jl 1 ''l..') ?fl!<. /<. ).,.k '7J- X 11
/) 

1 1-'7 QA//<, 

n-1< /l~)NJ,..., -1,J4,( kJx /ki.-J.AJ kJJ(,; P•f~•--i-J( 
. " 1-.A 0 pG>fJi 'i)Jl/0 Kl J, i k1-n' P/1-o 

Also Sanhedr5.n 91b (para'.1.J.el passage in Pesa.chim 6$a )­
•::; ?)/./h~ ;;)ah.I ~~ 0e)')AI 2~.::> 'lo/? k~oA ,..7 

T> N h";) ?)k.::) '1:)---s "J/k 'i)~1 "2 '..It?' J,Jf, ·/? ',;) ru 



- 49 -

"r P'AIS> J\1"2-t ()//-{:::> P'J\17.-e 'T)i'o)I 'Q))J/)o'! 0/fr/ 

AJ))a rr h )_o) fJ/7( r.:J A~}Nj) _11/)/i) r.__J J•utr 
--"1, 1~ ~ h_1,e k ~ A JJJJ~ Jil111r ::};;)11o> I' i ;,x 01x--;; 

-~•.:,t 0 /'i)/1-- t-1'{:) P·~•';lg ~hlJJ.. r:J h 10p A( g,_J; 

For additional references to the Midrashim see Straok­

Billerbeck, PP• 828-829, noter. 

11. er. Revelations 20:8 and 9. See also Strack-Biller­

beck, P• 833, noter. 

12. We have already seen (see above note 10) that the 

Mishm sets the A ~>IQ Jt);/, in sharp contrast to the 

~ js-i f fit. Furthermore, we have also seen the. t in 

Sanhedrin 10:1--3 (see above note 6) the k z_0) phi be­

comes clearl1 distinguished with the beginning of the 

final judgment and thereby assumes the basic pattern: 

This world, Mess:i.a.nio Age, and world to come. 

13. A tripartite division of time is found in the fol­

lowing: 

Tosefta Ara.kin 2:7 (544) -
'i)jo) l_J,j ;)1-- <) !_fil- /' N j '?1--e "))JI k ?Jg f@) I I")...) 

-..fl!J/'l?:/JJik ..11/nAl 11-r€ ').lvkjt (0::;'li> r/110 
Jl'NlkJ,Jj /7J1j')li0 ft t,,£;11( p ,;;JJ))l-t 1,~;v'i> 

,r /r;Aj 1;et ') u::ri- Sir )r,J Ao'! y, :;r>t11- (k 28 '° 09 khr ?:;r,f 
Zebahim 118b-

pJ"' 5 )~X,, Q,iJ'j JJj J,fj Je;,h k"_JJU 

A~NG'J _;,)A, ¼ /~ I ~0)_) / •1 I f Qq 7v1 fJ!J 

pjk?) G ';i)!:fj) p,)Jf1Jl 0)j /H fo)lh 9-JJ/k I).') 

. k 1-~ pf;1';0 IJ)j r)i 1,0 J\J J,1.1 h ~)JS) JI ,;J. J1<. 
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Shabbat lJJb-
'o)j'?I pft1- (.JI h) bk JI) A'JJ\ 

9:.Jt.1 ( ")J\ lvA I A~ /'IG'J ..11 /)!,) ?J, __ t__~ I 
(J:1.'Q) p {r cf:) k f 1.f" 

For add:f.tional examples in the Midrashim. see Straok-

B:i.llerbeck, PP• 829-8.30, note i. 

14. See above Sanhedrin 91b in note 10. 

15. Midrash Echa Rabbati 3:66 (140) -

1J~').J 'JJJk o)'jv!)' Pr?•J,/lJ,/ l/<.t-- 41~').J\ 

0 hJJ '_:) 0J1k ,;;)IN I p.g •.Aff.Jrl 4-x -i-­

f ,#t'i> J/)Ji/i/ ~µf ') .. :d Jlk ~h11/r 
jJJJD 1)j ')~_j }i}/~)/.:J 70 rJJl/1 fjr))/£ 

Thus Samuel/,)?) pf"f r sih,4/f ~j;;) fJ {ij;,. 7) hA 

repeats an anoeymeus interpretation found 

in Mekilta, Ex. 17:14 (II, l/i-8) -

p/10Jf'?) /g1,kl ~')Q• JJ~ ~0°'1?'1-e 1fi-y) 
I --(/<,7-'IJJ p{;;, ,,n;v/ 0)'.5o) pfrl "h;,J 

which is similar to Akiba.•s interpretation. 

Both their interpretations (Samuel's and 

Akiba 1s) postpone the total destruction of 

Amalek ·bo the ~ 1 fi', p /rt, whereas th~ usual 

view expected Amalek 1s destruction to take 

place in the A ,e ffei) Ji/)• • Cf• also Revela­

tions 20:5. 

16. Sanhedrin 99a. See above latter half' of note 10. 

17. In the M:tshna Bera.kot 1:5 (see above, beginning of 

note 10) we have fou:nd that the Rabbis interpreted 
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;"(, ')/ 1 as referring to the p)_j§) p/Jj and ')/' G 
? '' h as including the fi t-f.,;,;J) JI J }Ir • In the parallel 

passage in the Jer. T~lmud (Berakot 3d), however, we 

£ind the following variation: ')./' fJ I J )l/k p ')l..::;/1 f 

K'1'9)r kL'?> pfi18J r"~ ,)}, ;;-'o)jD p(;i~ f"h 
This deviation from the Mishna , /1 , QA i) ./II j, JI< 

ind:i.eates a later point o:f' view; namely, that the 

h ,il!K3) vl / J/, already belongs to the k 7,.1>) p{i or, ex­

pressed di:f'ferently, that the )< 1-;, p{;j includes the 

r, ~l/1) JI )JI I • It is therefore not Stl.1:'prising to find 

these two periods often confused. 

For furthei" illustrations of such ambiguous state­

ments see the references cited in Straak-Billerbeok, 

PP• 830-832, note P• 

18. Sae Moore, MaJ.J3..m, 2., PP• 292-93; L. Finkelstein, 

li21?~::..~U2KQ~.A~~ (New York, 

1950), PP• 2131':t.'. (Hebrew section) and PP• xio::11. and 

r:r. (in E11gl:tsh section). 

19. M:tahna Berakot 9:4 indicates how vague and indefinite 

indeed is this term /~ 1-J 9 YI t : 

..J fik I /JIO j:J"L Ji AX P'J e rre)-AJv r')_:J I OJ .:Jj':P) 

u o J.J1-- Pu, a -1·1-'J /f r;JJJf., ,kj-t 12- 1.AA, g,J_ 
r-;, 1181 ')'l-1e ( ?>h11-:oJ /Jt ~ I !.A A ,g, 1- P ~ t I 
I - .;.d2(r;u,1( 

See Strack-Billerbeck, P• 833, noter. f'or detailed 

list 0£ citations. 



- 52 -

20. See above Abot 2:7 in note 1. 

21+ See above Sanhedrin 99a in note 10. 

22. Slavonic Enoch 43::3; 50:5, 

23. Mishna Abot 6:9-
... r,fi op p- ,of, ·'l-7 ?Ak 

J, ,~ p~ H ~ /...t() I Ci€) _J. I Q-1.-{ 
j_fi efo:J h ( P~fe I II P·IIA 

./I ,,rc.')tVJ p 1 ').../ V p )1-A /1 {j 'l o)_j 

g-2-~ p,')_l(J Pi7Jt/ Q'J/J\ xfx 
f J. k JlA jJ\ [.::, {i;J\ ;,,,- rµ, bJf, 

_1J3, T''o)} r ·k r) J )It Ji l~).J e-2--

JJA)J. f :Jr:,°'>Jt'iY2- : ?h I ..A J<,6> 
/ .ft r) IJJ~JI T):)Q1- 0fa P (,/"l- r~x 

(during intermediate state) !J 1-:p)--
p r;1 r r ti. ij\ k G) -..A ,s•rro)' 

fr,~} 
{foll.owing Resurreetion., which is 

the ul·him.at~ age.) 

I 

I 



1,. Simon Dubnow, P-;te,,,Jl.<p,l.~~~*-~hin F~ 

(Buenos Aires, 1951), Yivo Translation, vol. 3., 

PP• 469 ... 470; Shmuel Yeivin, ~~ .. t.J~,t ISo;tcba (Jeru ... 

salem, 1952), P• 540 

" 2. Schurer, II. 2., PP• 297-298 and notes 81-83. 

4. Lamentations Rabba 2, 4. 

" 5. For this interpretation see Schurer, .2.12.L.~u., P• 298, 

note 84; A. wllnsche, Der Midra.sh Eoha. Ra.bbati, P• 100; 

and J. Shapira., !U-JJ.hY!JeJ.~ (Jerusalem, 194'7), 

p. 42. For a contrary interpretation see Bacher, 

11.Aldball, ~,i§.ra.,el, VIII, P• 120. 

6. Midrasch Eoha Rabbati, 2:1 (101). 

7. For a discussion 0£ this first element see w. Bacher, 
I ' 

~ot H~ .• I~P:ru\iJJU. (Ja.t'fa-Tel Aviv, 1920,,,22), vol, I, 

part 2., P• 39, note 2. 

8. See above, note 5. In our translation we have adopted 
tt the one used by Schurer but regarded by hiin as unhis-

torical, in order to put tha problem in sharper relief'. 
I 
I 



9. 11The part which Akiba is said to have taken in the Bar 

Kokba war cannot be historically determined. The only 

established fact concerning his connection with Bar 

Kokba is that the venerable teacher really regarded the 

patriot as the Promised Messiah. 11--L. Ginzberg, 11Akiba11 ., 

It 
10. Schurer., 2J2,s ;!,~ • .,. P• 375; Dubnow., sm.. eii•, P• 50; 

Heinrich Graetz, H;t~~qtt,-2.:r~ (New York., 187.3), 

Gutheim Translation., P• 109; Bacher., 19.qt.,.<.\ti•, P• 28/i .• 

11. Louis Finkelstein,~ (New York., 1936), P• 271, denies 

any active participation on the part of Akiba. L. 

Ginzberg, 11Akiba", DJ, I, 305, sta:~es, 11a sufficient 

ground for refusing credence in any participation by 

Akiba in the political anti-Roman movemEm-lis of his day 

is the statement of the Baraita (Ber. 61b) that he 

suffered martyrdom on account of his transgression of 

Hadrian's edicts against the praetioe and the teaching 

of the Jewish Religion, a religious and not a political 

reason for his death being given.u See also above note 

12. Makkot 24a.-b indicates the role that Akiba played in 

keeping alive the Jewish hope for national restoration 

and independence. See also Shapira, ~t., PP• 35-36. 

r· 
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13. Midrash Tehillim 90:17 (.393) --
JL'l-"1- lj.Jlr")p ,9£ · p 1)1'::J . y...11 ')1 _;,/)lo !JnA/2 

, !~~)13'> ..A)JJ•::J ?hl1 ~:;1-~ :p/91<,2/ Jf,2 1 -r;;Ji/-i­

.. ,r~ 1-lx C)Jl/k ')-:j'"/IA '? I /\r/d)Jo> Jl/;,J, 't)))}::J/ 

'? J l";-v_:f) l-. '·J , .. o?}l p "e)/;; 'J..lf//~ 7/R/GJ, ''? 

10/1 '~") .. -~ ..J/fe)I ae /0)1/<, k1-o koJ--;; 

P •1'2:-) A 9-AJ/~ Av r1 '') ... ~_q, P1 l 9JJ/A 
/)2.9;,/1- M? e' ft t ~ ~ p, ·rL:)f< 2-- lj.Ji j1 .) J»·:J ~ 

14. Pesikta. Ra.bbati 4a- •?'2-'i'J ·/ FJ1 1
/ J..,t/A]-l 

OAJ/k X 2-, ,, 'f ''; 7 A~ J.Kij) ~ I)/, (J'O) '.?)}/.::>I 

~·/)~ 1,f, ::>I 7vif17 •J JJJ11
/ Q)J/jt ~ P1 fJ-l")}f 

Wv p,1 "')_ 1 A J Is, Ii 1 '?)Jv JJr Ji -Jih!•-:; 
' ~ ~ .-,~2.1 )( fk.:> '}/JI /~1) '!J·o 4x 

(Sanhedrin 99a contains two Baraitot in which this 

view ot the A ~Jt/'a) .JI!)/• as lasting only torty years 

is a·litributed to R. Eliezer ben Hyrca.nus. See 

Bacher, srn, ci~., P• 1.39ft. and notes.) 

L. Ginzberg in his article on Akiba in the~, I, 

P• 308, cites this tradition as evidence for his 

assertion that n [Akiba' s J doctrine concerning the 

Messiah was the realistic and thoroughly Jewish one •••• 

He accordingly limited the Messianic Age to forty 

years, as being within the scope of a mants life­

sim.ilar to the reigns of David and Solomon-against 

the usual conception of a milleni'Ulll. 11 See also Schulim 

Abi Todos (:: Sohulilll Oshser), 11Akibatt, .l&ii!i~~L~ 

(Berlin, 1927), I, 180. 

-
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15, Abba Hillel Silver, A,.l!!,s,tory o,t Me@.siani.q S12ecyla.t"lon 

!B~.t~e ... :I,; (New York, 1927)., P• 15. 

16, ~., P• 18, See also note 22 below. 

17, Sanhedrin 97b-
<;r JJ -ti' h 1-<, 'o/ 1 t R- ') h ... k 1-•po · ?/) 

• • · Cf 0 }r0) Ji /'( J f ')I {!;3) .JIX f, jr;JI J /·</ k 1 
?) 

18, ~~, ed. M. Friedmann (Vienna, 1902)., 

Introduction, P• 21. 

20. Sch&.er, II. 2., PP• 129 and 135. Italics are those 

II 0£ Schurer. 

22. Sanhedrin 98a•-

~1 /<i1. 9/~ 11- fl<, [(µl/1] e-,'J2- 1j1M •2fJ 

[X,)f ~ P''l V tl J p •Ge) ~p) G I Gt-l 
Sanhedrin 97a-

h- f)L ¥)'3 }').l 0)-;> ())I/}<, r;)gJG")• ''J kjJi 
lhfo)I l.:-)f11 rr;;:r;)/ JI}),( (o)~I o/1//'"5) v1•'.l­

~JI~' /~{J-0,7('J,1JI b.:1.10• ~<' {)NI p(Jh 1 

JDI lo/f JJ' k Ch •fi0·/ h00..A P •Je)Jo?) JiJl::;f\/ 
1 0 kj.J\ · ,, J\')";J1) J\JJ}~to")} 2G J'€)..? '))',o) 

~' 1-I' p ' ') 1) f J-- "' J_ ', /9 / '").. e () }9 1)/1 //1 I/{) ~?) 

'9">fi'P-"'Lf P·"J1j _:}V( J~J/1' PJ?j/ P)f':'J ft) 
/•kl 1.5 je)-.J ')lr:;,'8) ji)I '?llilJJh?- 7,G/ S'>.J1/<,·J.­

/tQ 01~ QJJIA 9)•)/ "J ,,) 1-~J.11 ... 1,·J../01 a11 1JvU p.15) 
~00/ Jif1/, 1?1·~1 'oYi.'J...A Jil:51,J) h- /<.-1- ~/9 

'""~,A( _/\),.)[i'o) [3 1)-J<2)'1))j) '")I'/,2 }'I-J))I /1 1)8) !-.Al 
' fl) A.:> /JI , Id 
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Sanhedrin 98a.-
(;'l II J )12 'J ,~ ?)JI • k J P N /J n f, ' '") 0J1 k 

1 • e /JI j1 Pi _fl 1-< I 9.N k fa I Io).:) h r ~l I 
.JI J09l I) J & J, /1 ~ Pk j J /) /, , ~) QJ./ k , fr I 

()JJ}r ~J I J 7J::)A ,.)"o')J.:) J,fi JI II-<. )._ JI IJ_,-, 
1i o:> oo !J 1

oJ hl'J(!) ,/;] 'Jo>j:) J-<, l .. -' •:J 

Mishne. Sota 9:15-- /Alt ) ,.sr k 1-I 1;.f f 'AO! 

Tflo)l.- ')_') ~ <2 pj,)/ 9)1/k 0c'-P) )<,0 
ri. ')go, . k. ">(!)O:J ,Jo>J/ r ff •)J•:J1, ht 
/tArl ,811)/i,> /()lf:;:J l!J_jh/ ,Aj6n:J 
. a JY2-}/ ri-11 :;··>Fi fi1 1-<,w-19 111)x :1 

"These teachers ••• were not desor:tbing,theoreticalJ.y, 

in an academ:te vein, the conditions which would prevail 

when the Messiah would come. They were concretely de­

picting the unprecedented oond:Ltiona which actually 

were existing in their own time, and they were sincerely 

anticipating a swift change through the advent of the 

Messia.h. 11-Silver, 2.P .. 1. ... 2.!:h, P• 23. 

23. Silver, ~9.ti•, P• 21; Moore, vol. 21, p • .354. 

24. Silver, !Q!g., pp. 21-22, and notes. 

and notes. 
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27 • Song o:f Songs Rabba- " () 

0~r 1 0')(2) oJo J"k(J P/~'lKJ') j.Jt 
fl,- l,~')/h)Q)S r;;:;e. Y0k ·---n-p2-

?3) l8) J '° I (i 0) }/ (: 0) 
1
o) :J /V l h ..e )I u C-:J0 )-< L- /-<i h_, Q ? t-eA p JU j)_j 

• · · u '.JI v}/ ') )<i -)_ ? · '":l9 , •:), 
See also Lam Rabba 1:1,3 in Sonoino ed. of Midrash 

(London, 1939), vol. VII., PP• 121-1221 and notes 

5 and 6. 

28. See Eisenstein, 11 Q]1l..", Ozax; .Yis;:§1.eJ., VIII, ,315; also 

Silver, .sm, ,.g~., P• 28; and Moore, vol. 21., P• 354. 

See also below, note 33, 

29. Haggiga 1J¥b--

())Jlk ~~}s)• I")_'")]._ ·o), •)_') kJ..ft"o)/ 
P•'-Y)_~ 'o> 90o> 1a)S) · •Y) f -Jlk 90'o) Y))~a 

; 'o') -1. .. :Y)Ji (ij) r;,")~ 'fJ/1,- Q<)g =Rashi) 

See also Bacher, Aggadot Ha Ta,ma:~, vol. 1,, 

• V) '/Oj f' 1J r-,) • I,_ '"l jQ (cp. 31, note l, 

?5'>:i.JJ /\ , ,e 1-G½, . ')_ ~ 10, 1) 91~, x 2J 11 
rf,KJ k'l•T>i •')..I) _j-e)f 0;90m ,fej•:Jff) /1-

,q) 1~~ 1-,-e fi /ip k, ?'>o Jt- <J.:5oM ·1---> 
190~ k!J ,91)h'3 ~~n,1 7>Ap 1901d 

·k)•.:)~ 1·1 kJJh kra)I ')_ih kT ,~r ~'>'NP 
/'lp>')J •9),~~ t.i-lh k~I ~JYJI]'> ,g)k k~ 

· . ,31;k? µA ~·1rp 
Tosetta Haggiga 2:2 (234)-- / 

.,2., 'I§) J '') )J lh 17,)~ }0) I 
1?"},. ,o I I I'') 

· i, '/<:X, p /Jh }, p, _pl '.,)9'),,;;) 

k :1JA ~e j_s"). '':) y)r 0)B'J~ h }.•r 1 
,~ 1-· r 1 •1..r) JfJ r 09~ JS) . kJ•:J(}) ,~ 

~-,,. ,- ------------- --- - ~- - - -- - -- -- ~-- --- -- -
' . ~ - . ' . -
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Jer. Haggiga 77b--
'l-- IO /1 '1 p ~ )_ 'j(?) l'}J. 0)~ JI /J 

'JV , r ') ,Jt. } g) o, , (' 7j)'::} 1 • , ? 

p- /Jh/· 12-~ pl '/~/6)• '') p? 
'r) J1) / ~J_' T' Y 'J.:J , }f.:J:J 

1r) J-0r 'j'.:J0J t1 o"') j)A 1lJS) 1 

.15) ··1)) f1'19 )'A 1(0-)J P'A/ x1.·pi 
30. See ".Ak;iba ben Joseph, Alphabet of", .-Ieti:i.§!LEnox~-

12ed;i;a, I., 310. 

:31. Berakot 8b--

t")_ 6') I k p •I') 1-~ '.1) g fi ~ --/~ Q/vA k 'jJ. 

g..Q 1.61 -J k )'.:) JI J A a :J P" '";;, )J$J JI~ ) H 

)·P QJ}b I h (e;,i '2c\ ;;; h[J; f'.J../11/l f, k / 

J·9r l•Q'.)J 9,:;;, ''-<' fi k ix' l•P ~lj )'A 
fk •G0 11-) ()fl" l?JJI ... f-;;q e1.- h rx J•81 ;, J·k 

)·109 r) f ,, O')Q)'OJ .) 1~ JK ;_Y))/k p,r:n: ~)Q r{7-­
. 0 Al~ ')~➔ -1- )'1LJ9J ko.:)'i> -"''1-1- f1lj9J f" !oA1. 

32. See Bernhard Levy, 11Pers:1.en11 , ~~~~~;i&;on, IV, 

863. 

33. Of'. Ralph Tm~ner, ~EL,~eat~~ (Ne-w 

York, 1941), vol. 2., p. 700--"Ba.r Kockeba ••• arousad 

the Jews outside of Palestine and sought the assistance 

of the Parthians, the deadly enemies of the Romans." 



1. s. Zeitlin., Hb,o CrJa.ci.f;!&d J(p)§...1:W. (New York., 1947)., PP• 

61-67; Ralph Turner, .2.na ci~ • ., PP• 700-702. 

5,. Yeba.rnot 16a-
01fip/hJ f ·trx --1~)1- b- 0('0 .. • 
,..0ix ... k)_·1,-1 x JG) 1';Jk 1r Q;vk 
,11~) r-" 1ro) 11 r , .. ~11 pi r ._/I ,!J_j e 

r--(J,e) k I /, J.' 71ip I,-). 0 'I Ofl_/J 0JJJ­

'· · µ./:i 11/;( 
Yeba.rnot 86b- / 

r-;j'"tr;, •)..; 0t x~~ ,~J\j'~ /1 'i])rrj) 

~•<)~mk r-/1 f;x ,0)j•)/ /~X') ~1J,J J))•~!J1 /1-
;f ,JI ')JI 1.- k 1-· 7) 1 (J); h , ') ~i I' 11- ( x AJI v ( 

••• 11h K)k J (shepherd's wallet) 

Ketubot 62b-o 

--oh.i A--i-5 )';L~ 1Ytr"J r-1·~ 
(L. Ginzberg., 11Ak:iba 11 ., :Il!t, I., 304 • ., states, 110.f' the 

romantic story of Akiba 1s marriage with the daughter 
I of' the wealthy Jeruse.lemite Kalba. Sabua., whose shep ... 

herd he is said to have been, only this is true, that 

Akiba. was·a shepherd. 11 ) 
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6. Pesahim 49b-

JI ,~Q :J k ~~ 1 'J 9Jlk h J-" 
~ t,A ' ,J/ Yi 9Jvk cf?J Ji 'O'! P1 

f) I )J " j JJ J lj ,d p:) h " ')/ G 
7. Baba Kanuna 80a-

Hulin 49a.-

8. Finkelstein, ~U., PP• 177ff., and appendix PP• 

9. The difficulties involved in the use of Finkelstein's 

. work are: 

(1) Since he is convinced of Ishmael's being a Sham­

maite and Akiba a Hillelite, he often makes statements 

regarding Akiba and Ishmael for which his only proof 

is a reference dealing with the schools of Hillel and 

Shammai. 
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(2) Unf'ortuna:tely., the notes which ll'inkelstein appends 

to statements for substantiation, often prove nothing. 

For example, a statement on P• 291., states, 11Akiba. 

maintained that the Biblical prohibition against uniting 

of milk and meat is limited to the milk of cattle. But 

even suoh a mixture might be sold to Gentiles, he said; 

it was prohibited only for Jews. In both these views he 

[ Akib~ was opposed by ·the ma.j ori ty of his own faction., 

as well as by Ishmael." This statement is followed by 

a reference to note 43. This note ree.dss 11Cf. the 

I:Iilleli te opinion in Mish:na Rull in 8. 1. 11 An examina:~ion 

of that M:l.shm failed to yield any mention of Ishmael or 

Akiba, nor did the reference deal with. the ease at hand~ 

Only after searching the entire chapter 8 of this Mishna 

could we find the following statement: 11 R. Akiba says: 

Wild animals and birds are not [included in the prohibi~ 

tioii) •" 

Despite the difficulties, Ji'inkelstein seems to make a 

case for Ak:iba as being sympathetic to the plebeians and 

as standing up for that class in his halahik statements. 

·His references to Ishmael, though scant and only indirect, 

are nonetheless useful-•-they are the only source whioh 

views Ishlna.el as representing the patrician group and as 

oppos:tng Akiba on that basis. 

10. Finkelstein, op, c.,;U., p. 17'7 • 



- 6.3 ... 

11. Mishna. Baba Batra 6:4-
,J\,).... 

tf JI ~1 .. ./ /nril Pl/UV ')JIJIITT 

(/1•2 1( J. 01.f lnhn h~ f-c!I) 
0. ,.r JI !P" r;; _/I, ,1-1 !J1.I JI b-,1, ti 
, ,_ r:, , ()1.. '? e ,t f7 .Ji hi A 1rl'') /-( 'iJj I -i-

()T) ) J,. QY) 9A I ii fir, A e . . ]f) 1, 'l.! 
11 

t 
":J /1,. F 1 _,I Qr) Ji >e 1 / ,£ Jry/i) ~ k /G) 
y!A e~ r,~ ,,1,1 a,e Ii ..JIA/< 01-')A 

?eo Fi ?e tr;'Y)v 1e, rr ~,;Je ~ 
12. 

Jar,. Erubin 20d- h .. Y) ·91·'1 /.:YJk , '/):;) //'lj,--J 

, 1.., '") _J J l, 'J G'0) ) k$)JJ ::J P · '-C rd P · cV? 
'':J_'.) ~ 'J.ep)J {w,- )'hJ[j k ww 

L;:T5jjk WA, (See parallel passage in Jer. 1ase Shen:t 1:3) 

JJ. Makilta Ex,. 15:2 (II, 25-26)-

Jef)k •:JI 9JJIK fu)/e' •).') J®Jpd 
01'Jk kih ~i,J/ _)}!Jfill P9 / 'Jl1-[ 
~Iv ~2-f,( }je)I ';J)t'Jh J,/B;1-i Ii 

... lo)/j ?)@JI lj)l!J _J .8,S ~J:J '!J)~,o 
t 

t,f /•b1f2/ /.:,Alk/01. ,,,__9.k 9,}!Jk ki-r •1.') ... rm D J, tN11, r; J07- P fn1'1'> 0,Ji) 1 rµ A ,JJ a 
14. l'-fishn,.1 Ma. 'aserot 3 : 5-

I 'l ~ JI h .e 1)( L- JY1~·h ~ JG) e r)9h {:r/) /; I k 
f · G~)i -"' 0 ,91)) )Bn Q/11k fi7)J e, 
[5 Mk kc£ •)f) ',}!J/,Ji,, fl •'JAUJ 

11 ... r;;'v), ~ fi!) g hid !Vt@ 9tixi 

I 
15. Finkelstein, QPa cJ;.t., pp. 177-178. 

16,. ll2,.:t,g. , P• 283. 



17. Mishna Shekalim 4:.3-
/•l/1 ,,., 0J1 ,;;i')e G-J •')..e '"JJW 

Ji /..A ro1 PJJi/t Ji}J,, r)~ rnp,r ~)­
. w_jJe• 'J-'J ,,.,,)_"' Q9p~8'lr '?:Je,;;)1 
fl II }' ') :J..A M )Ir QJI I K I<, )_., J'I , t..ri 

. P Ji (£)/ ;., r7 fl~ rp'?) 
18. Finkelstein,~ gU., P• 178. 

19. Hullin ~-9a-

!,T.£, Jlgi:r}J.ei tyJ,.'.lg in d1,e l1a.laghu.94~n M:i,graschim (Ber­

lin, 1886-87), PP• 5-12. 

21. See above, Sanhedrin 90b, in Chapter I, note 5. 

See also below, Chapter J.V, P• .35. 

22 •. s. Zeitlin, srna cit., PP• 6-1.3. Sea also his~­

£::i..oJU! and ~cul~:t.lt,.~d~~ (Philadelphia, 1943), 



2.3. L. Ginzberg, llJUdba. 11 , ~., I, ,3(J'{,, 



1. Frederick a. Grant, k...!oonomic ~GliWJlU.4....9~­

JleJa (1926), PP• 106-107, quoted by Ralph 'l\trner, .212• 

~., P• 703. 

5. Sibylline Oracles, iii, 767££. 

6. See above, Chapter II, PP• 7-8, and notes 18-21. 

9 • Sanhedrin 64b. 

10. Sanhedrin 90b. 

ll. See above, Chapter I, p. 3£. 

12. See above, Chapter I, P• 2f. 
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