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s. 

INTROJ?,UCTIO)[ 

In studying the clw.raoters as portrayed in the minor midrashim., 

one is struck with their essential human qualities. They are rough., 

crude, and at times selfish. Throughout the field of Jewish llt,

erature., one is impressed by the faot, that unlike the Christian 

heroes., these old Jewish characters are not saints. T)::teir earth'.cy' 

qualities are always paramount. I£ the m:1.drash plays up a good 

quality, it is usu.al]iif a general trait, such as wisdom as in the case 

of Solomon, or faith in the case of Abraham. 

The theology is never complex. God is always interested in the 

deeds of men, and in general seems to favor the cauae of the righteous. 

lie is willing to rescue the.m from trouble, and is pa.ternallir inter

ested in the doings of men,, At times the ideat~ are primitive, and 

more often than not, the maraoles a.re rather pointless. But always 

there is a stern moral lesson hidden in the text. 

These legends could well be utilized in the field of child 

aduoation; for they are bold., imag:i,na.t:ive, and original. They leave 

the reader with a sense of' faith; they are red-blooded and hu.man. Above 

all they are human; lov.ing, hating, fighting, and dying., the char

acters rivet our attention. When a man sees the devil, he fights 

him; when a man chooses the wrong path, he is p®ished. There is no 

middle path, no easy road, for the righteous. They must ever cleave 

to the straight and narrow path of moral justice and truth. The sinner 

is doomed, and loses not onJv his place in this world, but he forfeits 

his ch~noes in the world to come. 

In presenting the Biblical oharaoters as portrayed in the minor 

midra.shim, the method has been to give the full translation of some 
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ef the :rnidrashim. Others have been 01.1tlined or merel;y sl.ll'llmarized • 

. In pl.aces, the trans la tion1:1 are rough and perhaps imperfect. Certa.:tn 

liberties have been taken with the text. Some have been edited, others 

eliminated; depending upon their usefulness to the larger pl.8.n of 

the thesis. 

The characters are treated in their ohronologioai order. liAch 

is given a limited amo.unt of space.. Before each midrash is given, 

comments are made oonoem:L:r:ig the type of midraiih, the idea motivating 

its origin, and the type of personality 0£ the Biblical character 

involved. Some char0.ot1ers are drnwn at length, others are mere:ey 

outl:lned. .Abraham., Moses, and Solomon a.re treated in detail. Many 

stories are translated or explained. other characters are barely 

mentioned. 

Obviousl;y, the mino:r midrashim, here treated, bare;cy touch the 

surface of the va,st field of midrashio literature. It is on~, as 

the name implies, a short ~Qlleotion of midrashim that perhaps have 

been set down in other collections. 

The thesis is divided into chapters, e,;i.oh dee.ling with one 

Biblical oharaote:r. The oonoluaion summarizes the various ohaptera and 

eomparea and anal;rzes their contents. The translat:bag was done 

without the aid o:f' w:rit·ben translations that may exist., and the form 

of the thesis is popular rather than technical. 

Elite 'tzy"pe print has been used in order to 1>revent the thesis 

from becoming too bullcy-. 
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! 



(1) 
ENOCH 1111•• 1!¥1-

Q 

The character ot Enoch is a study of perfect piety. The ideal however, 

is not typieall3' Jewish, but Christian. Enoch is an extremist,thereto:re un

Jewish.. Yet in the midrash1 he is unable to stay out of the world. He is 

comman\\.d.ed by God, to enter into the wo:rl<l and tea.oh the ehild:ren of men. To 

Enoch, study and p.erfeot solitud.e are indispensable to true happiness. Torah 

is the central pillar or his fai.th. He is the ideai monk, the soul that craves 

separation from all. that is profane and impure. Yet his duty is o'bviousi.v- to 

his generation. So this pure so\ll, made up of alJ" that is purest and most 

noble, re•ente:rs the world, and a.maiingl;y enough is a.ble to rule all the peoples. 

Thie in faot is more of a miracle than h:i.s entering heaven in a chariot ot tl.ame. 

His death and depa1"ture, are :i.n a way the ideal solution o!' the conflict 0£ body 

and soul., or pure and impw;-e. For in reality thet"e oa.n be no oompromise between 

the two. 

Enoch ia a. peraon d1ffio\llt to underr;rta.nd. The character is too fine)¥ 

drawn, we have nothing. but the ideal of a pious soul. Unlike the stern founders 

of OlU" faith., Enoch, in spite of the f.act that he maintained his political 

leadership for maey years, is onl.3r an ideai type that is inconoievable to under

stand or follow. Therefore, in the mid~ash, the character in no wise adds or 

detracts from the larger concept ot Torah and piety. 

Enoch is not holf enough to die by the kiss Qf God., a.a are the three 

patriarchs Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, but he still manages to leave the earth 

with.out bodi:cy pain in the heaven:b" obar:lot. Enoch demonstrates that ju~rtice, 

righteousness, piety and Torah oan be made into real ways of life that can be 

followed by all. the people. 

(l) Vol, IV page l29t. 

I· 



- ,f ----------

Gen. 5: 22.,25 

(l) 
IIIE Lffl Of EJ.i!OCH 

a. 

"And Enoch walked with God, after he bagat Methuselah11 • And he;:i served 

the Lord. And he rejected the ways of evil men, and the soul of Enooh elt.U'lg 

to the 1nst:ru.ction of the Lord,1) and to knowledge a.nd, wisdom. And be understood 

the ways of the Lord. Al'ld in his wisdom he meditated secret~ maey days. And 

atter a long time, while praying before the .Lorcl., an angel called to him .f'rom 

And the angel said, 11Go out from your house and trom your plaoe of hiding, 

and go to all men, in order that y·ou may tea oh them the way of lite and the 

deeds necessary- in order to walk before the Lord. 11 And Enoch rose an¢t· left his 

house, according to the word 0£ tlle Lord. And he taught the pe<;>ple the-ww13 

or God •. 

And maw pepple g1;1,the:red ~.round Enooh,. and he taught them of God.. And a 

voioe was heard, "Whosoever is desireth of hearing the word of' God, let him 

j oiri Enoch. " 

And Enoch ruled over the people according to the word of the Lord. And they 

came and bowed down to him, and all togetber they would listen to his voice, 

and his teachings. 

And the fJpir1t of the Lord was upon Ii:tiooh and he taught the people., and they 

served God aU the days 0£ t4s life. Even the kings and princes, from the former 

and the latter gemeratione, the. judges a.n.d lawgivers., all came and ha:rkened to 

the-wisdom of Enoe!'l. And there were a hundred and thirty kinge besides the maiv 

noblemen and princes that came to place themselve$ under the dominion of Enoch 

and to learn the ways of the Lord. And throughout the life of Enoch, peace 

reigned in the land. 

(l) Vol. IV page 129 f~ 
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And Enooh r,u.ed tor 245 years. And he saw that Justice a.Ild. righteo\tsneas 

:ruled throughout the land, aceording to tbe wol'd of tbe Lord. 

These are the ge:oerations of Enoch: Methuselah, Elesl:l:ua,, Alemelech, 

and the d~l¼thters were Milka, and.Naomi,. "lmdMetbuselah lived a. hundt"ed and 

eighty seven yea:r~, and he beg$.t · La.meoh,. 11 • And 1n the 56th y(aars of the lite 

ot Lamecb, Adam died, at:ld at 1:).il;l death he was. 7·50 yeai-s old., And his two sons 

bu:ried h.iro with the help of Enoch and Methul';lelah, with mueh honor, as one buries 

a king, aceording to the word of the Lord. And all tl:l.epeople·mourned greatq, 

which started the ouetom that is kept up to the p:resent,day. 11And Adam died, 

because he ate of the t:vee of knowledge, he and his son1:1, aooo:ro.ing to the 

word of the Lord''. 
(l) 

After tbe death of Adlil-m, Enooh eepar~te.d himself' .from men and communed with 

God. Ftom time to time, b.e would come out of his solitude aoo tea.oh the people the 

ways ot God., However, when he ret:1.:red, be did not :retire suddeni:q-, bu,t little 

b1 little, so the people wc:>'Ul<! become 1;1.ccuatome~ to the idea., Fox- exa,mple, 

fir$t be would teach onoe & week, the~ once a month, and tllenonoe a year. The 

people were awed by- Enooh and always l:Lstene~ vex•y Qa.re£ulllf to his message., 

One dey- an angel. appeared to him while he wae teaching, and told him that he 

wall, called tro.m the eanh to x-ule ove:r tlle heavenq hol;lts. So · he told the people, 

and agreed to teach them as mu.ell as possible before he was forced to leave. 

One day while he was buq teaehing, tlll.e people aa;w the image ot a 

gi,gantic horse,. En.ooh ,told them that the horse had come to waft him to heaven .. 

11And tbeh0rse deseendadto earth ~cl stood by Enoob. 11 • Enoch mounted the animal 

and all the pEiople gathered about and followed him. After the first days journey 

h.e UJ."ged·them tQ l"()turn to their home$, but maey refuse<;! to leave him, for he 

was teaching them of God while riding on tbehorae .. After six days he ordered 

the few remaining ta:tthful to go back, but some stayed, though he told them that 

it would oost them their lives,. On the seventh dey, Enoch ascended to heaven 

·111 a .fiery chariot d1•@.wn by horses of fire, midst the storming of tne elements .. 

(l) Vol. IV p~ge 151 
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10. 

On the eighth, day, all. the kings and the peopl.e went cmt to see what 

had happ~ned · to the few · who refu13ed tQ ·· ~eave EnoohJ, and ~t, the spot of h:ta 

a.aeens:i.on.·tbey fo~ snow and hailstones. And bene~tll this they found the 

bc>d.1ea- ot the faitJ!lful. And they sought En,qch., but ther wer~ una,ble to find 

h1tn, "Fo,:- he had, gon.e up to hea:ven. 11 

And after· the death ot Enooh., all the peopleannointed his $on Methuselah 

~s. :rule:r, anc;1 he continuecl ·in the ways q,.f h:h1 £a,ther, and taught the people the 

wqs ot the Loi•d. "And God looked on hie day1:1 ood saw tha.t he d..id not stray 

from the col;'l·ect pa:~h, neith~r t<i> the riiJlt nor to tne left." 

' i 
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11., 

The midrash called by the name of Noah ha.s little or nothing to do with 

either his personality or character. Noah is m~rel;r used as & springboard to 

enter the larger subeot. 

The mi~r~sh itself dea4s with the history ot medioine. "The Book or 
Remedies" being tr~nsmitted from 8eneration to generation and from people to 

people. It is a rather dry account of ancient people'$ spec:ta.lization in var

ioU$ branches of medicine., 

In th~ second part ot the midrasb, an entl~elir different attitude is taken. 

From a dey account of medical properties, a. passionate religious pri:i.yer is 

offered. Biblical. lang\tage is: used. and a fine spirt is portrayed,. The prayer, 

however, is weak from a. technical point of v;tew, as no central thought is por

trayed all,d the autno:r1:1 religious biaa is projected too openl;v' upon the .framework 

of the biblical ohe.ra.cter. For example, after a p:rophetio outburst concerning 

God•s power a.nd majesty, Adam then complains of ea.ting of the tree of knowledge. 

But then just as sudden]¥ the narrative ia again ta.ken up with an account 

of the handing down t:i-oro generation to generation of the Book of Knowledge and 

an ex.plan.a ti.on 0£ its contents is g:2,. ven. 

Tha midrash strives to point out that just as the Torah came from God, so 

did the book of medical remedies. It 1.s a conetant chain of tradition, much 

as the "Ethics of the Fathers". 

Due to the affliotions suffe:red'by his children, Noah entreats God f'or 

help. Whereupon Noah is given the books of' remedies and medicines., the various 

grasses and herbs of healing quality were revealed, and tbe angels helped Noah 
(2~ 

4r1ve forth the ,evil spirits and OUX'e the child.ran of men. Noah recorded all. 

these medicines and remedies and transmitted the book to his son Shem. All 

(1) Vol. III page 155£. 

(2) Vol. III page 155 
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the people in turn derived their medie~l knowledge from this book. For 

example: The Hindµ,s became experts"in underatand:t.ng the special qualities of 

barl<:s and spices. The l\ramea:ne in seeds a.net sp;l.oes. The Macedonians ware the 

first who actuallv,r went out and practiced medicine, whila the Egyptians used 

ma,:t.e and, astrology. Medical skill a.nd knowledge spread £~4r and wide till 

Aescmlapius, the MaeedonJ.a,n, gathered forv magicians a.n(:l traveled. £:rom land 

to land se.eld.ng for the orig:i,nal tree of life• They went beyond India and indeed 

found the tree, but as they- stretched their hands to gather in ~he fru.i,t, 

their plan was frustrated, for God sent the angel with ·t,be ever turning sword 

and they were destroyed. Thus all knowledge of medicine wa.s lost unt.il the 

reign ot Artaxe:rxes under the Macedonian Hypqcrates. 



------------------------------------------,, 

15 .. 

This is the prayer of the first man, which he utterecl. when. he was driven 

from the garden of Eden, before he was given this holy book. Anc1. he pleaded 

before the Almighty and said, "Lord God of the wo:rld, you have cre1;1.te.d the univ

erse to glorify Your splendor. You do as You wi13h1 Your kingdom is everlasting 

and Your greatne$s is for all generations. Nothing is hidden from before You 

nor is there arzy"thing oonealed from Your eyes., You have founded man among 

the works 0£ Your Han4.s, and have ca.used him to rule over all Your creatures and 

to govern e.ll Your works. Yo1il know that the owming and oursed snake enticed me 

with the £:r\tit of an exoeedingl,y cl.ef,d,rable tree. Even nw wife persuaded me 

without telling me ot the results not onl;y to me, but to all future generations. 

I know and understand that no man is totall3' righteous before You, I dare not 

answer You, nor raise my- eyes to You, for I have sinned and done pervers]r and 

have been driven away £or m,y own faul.ta • 

And tolday, I split and till tb.e earth and cultivate it in order to take 

£ood from it. The, anilDals of the earth no longer fear roe. For from the time I 

ate from the tree of knowledge and trans.gre~sed Yo~ words, wisdom has removed 

itself' .from me, and I am a boor and i;l.o not know, and I am a fool and understand 

not. And, now O Meroiful and gracious God, return in Yoµr me:rcy t.o the chief 

of Your creations; to the spirit You infused, to the soul. You have bequeathed. 

Greet me with Your kindn,ess, tor You are gracious and long suffering; let, 11\V 

prayer ascent before the throne of Your glo:cy, and lllY' ple,a.ding reach the seat 

of Your mercy. And grant me graoe, Mey- the word~ of nw mouth be acceptable 

in Th;y' sight; tu1-n not from '1111 prayer. 

You have be$n ~nd You will be forever. You have ruled, and will rule; have 

mercy on tbe work of Your hands, E\nd grant me wisdom. Tell me what waill. happen 

in the future to,iey- deseendents, a.nd hide not from the tlle knowleqge of: Your 

help. 

r 
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14. 

After this prayer, the angel Raze.el comes down and tell~ Adam 

how to till the eoil, and points out various geographical facts to him. 

He explains tbe changes of season, how to discern future events, such a.e 

climate, pl.agues, wars, etc~ He also gives him a book in which 1~ 

written aU sorts of lmowleq,ge. 

After fou:r years lfanooh, the righteous man, learned in. a dream 

the hiding place. of this book. Concerning this same Ha.noch, one day 

he went into a cave at noon during the heat of the day, and there God 

appeared to him, and from that time on he gra.dual~ 'became purer and 

purer, until one day 11he was no morel!. 

In the book 9f knowledge he learned so much that his understanding 

ca.used him to realiz.e that the peoples could not learn all these things 

and so he, too, hid the book, and it remained hidden til.l the rise of 

Noah. 

After 500 years, when Noa,h saw the pe:rversion of all the earth, the 

angel appeared to him and tQld him how to escape, and then showed him 

the book, and explaineQ. its contents. The angel instructed him con

cerning the ark and the evil of his generation, no 13ooner did he read 

it than the sp:1.rit of the Lord oame to him and he constructed the ark 

aceording to ita proper dimensions. 

After the ark rested on Ararat, Noah gave the book to his son. 

Anc.i his son Shem held it tUl the time of Abraham, and Abraha.m gave it 

to Isaac, and Isaao to Jacob, and he to Levi, and Levi to Moses. And 

Mosee to Aaron, and he to Phineas, and he to his son, and then it was 

handed on from generation to generation. 

The book Wl;l.S written distinotlir upon stones of Saphire. And it 

contained unue1Jal knowledge, humble thoughts, and 13ecret things, all that 

was in the heaven was included; the zodiac and the na.mes of all; the 

i 



15. 

stars with their properties. - The knowledge of the seasons, an~ th(:j) 

\\lldex-f;rt,andit!g · of gQOd and evil. In:terp,;-etations of events., past and 

f'Uture., and·wisdom·ofall things. 

This btiQk enabled Noah to construot·the ark, a,nd after its con

structi.on, and he pv.t the book- in a golde:tl cheat;, After the ark 

landed he handed the b·o<>k on foi- future gtnerations, till Solomon 

aequ1red it. 

I 
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16. 

Ther~ are five major divisions of the midrashim concerning Abra.ham, 

tiamel;r: 

l. The birth of Abraham 

2. Abraham's discovery of God 

5 •. Abraham justified before the adversa.:cy 

4. Abraham derooruitrat·es the one and On1Y God 

5. Abral.lam 1n the. fiet"y furnace. 

Two of the three midrashim deal with onlv" one or two of these 

incidents. The five accounts · given above are :round only in the midrash in 

Voltl!':lle I. Yet there is a close affinity in the various accounts, there

fore the full translatton has been given of eaohJ in order that they 

may be compared in full. Two of the midrash:Lo accounts speak 0£ the 

bi:rth of Abraham. The details are different, but the bas:Lo ideas are 

the same.· Tl;ley agree that the heralded child would be·un~ual, and 

destined fooc- greatness. The natwal courses of the heavens are dis

rupted, as a portent of the earth shaking oo:nsequeneel:l · of his birth .• 

In a way it is the death rattle of the old order of society and the 

birth of the new. ·For as one star swallows the others, so the future 

wQrld of AbraheJII is to deatr• tne status quo. 

, The midrashio teohniqu.e is interesting throughout the Abraham cycle. 

Abra.ham, the servant of God, con~tantly provokes fights and trials of 

atreng'.t;h. However, when in trouble, he calls up.on God to rescue him, 

and is always saved in the miraoulous fashion .. Even as a ti:cy child, 

he is faced with the armed might o£ a. regimented sooiet,. · Yet the 

ma.te:rie.l pc:>wer ot the king cannot oonquer Abraham when he is ati!ed by 

God. At the oruoial moment, like a £airy tale, he is saved in the nick 

of time., His whole life is a long series of miraolee, The midrashim 

however., use the vehicle of the mira.ole to good literary effect. Before 



Abraham :ts del'lvered1 tho reader is forced to wait in suspense while his 

me:ri t ia deba:l;,~d on high. 

He is· tempted constantly by Satan t·o ohoose the easy wey. But 

through his £a:tth in God, he is able to resist and discover the tempter. 

&tan il3 useda.s a foil, He ftrst ~dvisee the kit1g now to destray all 

tl1le ohild:re:n, then how to dest:roy Abraham. He then changes hif:l form and 

tempts Abraham. Satan ie noth:i,ng of h1.mselt-he me:re]zy- a.ids the mid.rash 

t~ develope and take form~ 

Abraham is above all a :representative of the ahuroh militant. He 

constantly converts people to the tru.eta:i.th. iSQm~ suffer martyrdom for 

their prinoiple13, out some are saved tiwough their faith. In his break ... 

ing the :idols, Abrab.am demonstrates that Jews too, if given the chance, 

would reaot exact~ as the Catholic ch1.trehoa For when Abraham :f'a.i.ls to 

win the peopl~ by :reason, he does not he1Sitate to use f'oro.e. Abra.ham is 

no :re()lusa,. be t;l.oea l'!Ot withdraw from $OoiE1ty to study Torah. He knows 

God instinctivt;i'.q, and then goes out and smashes the 1dol1:1. fte does not 
.. , 1~ 

try to show the people l!U'l ideal gQVel'nlll~nt, but expects mankind to be 

clea.nsed and purified thro~ tlleir f'aith and righteou13n.ess. 'Xt' he were 

t:ra.~iug tlle or1i1~l orime ot humanity, he would b!l.(\me Adam, o;r Eve, or 

the serpent, he would not think 9£ ramming the apple, the root of the 

trouble. 

In the aooounts .Qt· AJ'J~ahm in Vol\lllle I~~ II, .Abra.ham discovers 

God. The ~ooounts a.re almost identioa11 both i» langw:1-ge and content.,. 

Both ~r<1, maste:t'£ul demoutra.t:lona of tile first cause argument of' God. 

Other than the miraoles th.at oonsta.ntly help i!\braham in his time of need, 

these are the oul¥' proofs of the ~~iatence of.God that are attempted 

in the Abrabamio oyole. 

i, 



18 .. 

The :midrashj,m ol')nfltantly exploit humal'.l emotion. When Abraham 

:t13 tied upon the catapult an<;i the king orders him th:rown into the fur

nace, his mothel' aomes ancl beg13 him to. accede to the requef3t o:f' the 

king. But Abra.ham, :i.•ema:LnfJ firm' to bil3 mother• s appeal. Ridioule · is 

£requen~ \lSed, espaoial:cy in dealing with the :J.d,ols .. 

Abra~am•s character is siluplioity itself., He i.a above all the 

simp;l.e, u.nthiµking man ·of faith .. The uian who :refuses to make aey sort 

of compromise., , A't;)ove all. he 1'11 mil;i.ta.nt,;. he is eve:r ready to ~e the 

club to gain his viewpoint.. For him, there is no hal.:f\ .. way mark., no 

middle road·,. A per.s9ll is either totally good, o:r totalq bad. If 

ll)an haia not perfect faith., then he· will: be· destx-oyed. · ThlW, .. in one 

midrash., Haran, because he wa$ not pe:r-teot in his fa.1th, was consumed .. 

But the jailQr beeauEJe he•t:Fusted completely wa.s saved., He is the 

iconoolast, the man who debunks and smashes :ldols·and false ideals and 

ideas. A man is .either an enenzy- or a believer., Jr~ is the first true 

· reformer,' the first man who is vielent]lf rigl;lteous. He ia no philosopher, 

he guesses intuiti111tel7 :rather than :reasomy>ut his beliefa. He is 

:robUf3.t in a pure~ physical sense. His dynamic oonviot:tons makes him 

the first true missio:ne,ry to the peoples,. 

The style and. the Mebrew is excellent, and the 'thought content flows 

amoothJiy, :t.be mid:rashio author13 de.monstra.te a rare sense of iroey- and 

sa:raoasm, the taunts, the reason:l:ng, the ~1deniable logio, Abraham 

shows his opponents• weakness and exhibits the tx-ue £a.1th of God. 

I 
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(l) 
ABRAHAM 

~ 41 I 1,7~ 

'!'he sages tell that there were 65 kj,ngs sit.t'ing b(3fore Mimrod, 

the mighty hunter at the timetha.t· Abraham our father answered a 

di££ioult question. For Nimrod had 1;1.sked him, ''Wl:lir did you rebel 

against me in breaking my idol$? 11 .Abraham answered him, ''This ante 

· wh1eb is 1n rrry hand !Shattered them.11 And Nimrod as.ked, "Al'ld is there 

strength or knowledge in the axe to do thus?" And be answered, "Is 

there strength. o:r knowledge in yo:i..tr images that you should oa.ll them 

your g~J\i<titby'•:.:d4,iS.:;':tllef 1;1ot preveut the:u- being broken?1' And the k:i.ng 

answered, 11 )> a.m:·the Lo;r::d, and I ·created the unive:rse. 11 

And Abrahlitlll s~id, 111;f you a.re~ god, change the seasons, and 

make the sun.shine in the night, that it may .rise in the west and set 

in the eaist. By these lll1'Ps, I slmll J.mow that you are a God. Or 

e,t least let roe know the im;l.emost tllougbts of fl\Y' hea:rt. 11 

"Atld with these words, Abra.ham leaned· forward· and gr~ed the 

beard of Nimrod and said, ''You are no g9d1 Q ~on of Cur;J;l., For if you 

were wlzy' did you not deliver your father from death? And so in the 

future, rou too will. die. 11 

Nimrod then asked his noblemen £or a.dvioe., how to d19al with 

Abra.bam11 They ea;Ld that as he llad def:ltroyed the idols, so should he 

be punished. .And ·so At,:r:aham was to be burnt in fire. He was bo.und and 

.~pent twelve yefl,rS im. prison. And all the kings gt;i.thered. wood from the 
$ 

provinces :round about. And a£·her twelve years Apl"aham was .brought out 

of the prison, and they bound him and surrowded him with g~eat quan

tities of wooq.. Yet .when the wood burned_, the kings saw that Abrahmm 

wa·s not touched by tbe £lame., Whereupon they said., . ''The brother of 

Abr'-'\ham is a magician, and is saving bim t:rom the :tire.n Immediate~, 

(l) Vol. V page 4lt. 
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a tongue of flame shot out and consumed I{a1~an, the brother of .Abra.barn. 

As it is written 1n soriptures, ''And Ha:r;,an died at that time. 11 

Aud then Gabriel ~sked God if ha might g9 down into the furnaoe. 

and deliver A~raham.. But God said ''By 11\Y. honor, I will deliver him. 

And his descen<;l~nts, M:ls~el, Hannaniah, and· Az.~iria. yQu will deliver.," 

Ap.d when Abraham went out o:f' Ur Casdim, all the kings bowed 

down to earth before b:tm, and they cut down eedar·trees and built 

him a big houae., And they brought· forth. their oh:lldren, and said, 

ttTea.ch us yow.,, ways, that we JllE.o/ be established in th;i.s life, and in 

the· life to come. For you had no teF.tch$r to ins•hruct you, other than 
" -

;rour innermost thoughts, as it 113. written,· "I will bless the Lo:rd, 

who counsels me, yea even :J.n the night, He instructs my x-eins. 11 And 

al.l the kings were converted, and entei"ed under the· wings of Sohoh:i.na 
. . 

and oonc.erning, them is it written, "The princes of the peo1::>le a:r;,e 

gathered, the peopl.e or the Godot Ab:raha.m11 .. 

I 
! 
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i,li'"' 

Before the birth of Abraham.., Nimrod the idol.qt~, saw through 
' ' 

h;Ls knowledge of the stars that a child would 'be boniwho wo-ul.d rebel 

aga;tp.st him tin4 destroy his religion. l:Ie took counsel with h;l.s 

princes and advisors. They told h:bn to erect a huge building., station 

gua~s at the entrance and then proclaim thrqughoµt l+is kingdom that 

all pregni:i.nt women mv.et enter the structure and ste.y•there until their 

children were born.,· Then it was the duty of the midwife to slay the 

chi.ld it it were a boy, but if it wer~ a girl, the mc;>ther was to be 

given gift111 ap.d.loadedwith honors. Th:l,.s counsel. was app;i:-oved and 

accepted by Nimrod, the ble.sphemer., 

And the ohronioler tel.ls us that more than 701000 boys were mur ... 

dered ;tn this £ash:Lon. ;Fip.al]lf, tl1e angels appeared before GQd and 

sa.i.d, 11DQJO\l not aee that Nimrod, the blas.,Plaerner., 1P slaying the 

:J.nnooent babes?" Ancl GQd ~;nswered, "I know and I see, for I ne:tther 

sleep nor slumber,. I behold and know, both the hidden·and th@ rev

ealed,and you will $88 what I sha.ll do to this blasphemer, £or I will 

1;1tretoh forth my- hand todest:r,:oy hilll. 11 

At this t:J.me, Teran pmrried and his wi!e soon became pregnant. 

After a tew months her body became 11:irge and she grew pale,. Her 

husoand a:aked har tne :reason and ahe claimed she ::10 au.ff ered every year. 

But Te1~ah tearing the edict of King Nimrod insiste.d she was pregnant 

€1-nd demanded a view ofbe:r b~. Upon his Plil-~sing his hand over her 

bQdy a miraole ocoured. The ohild rose tmtil. it :W.y \Ulder her breasts., 

and Terah v,a,e foroed to acknowledge the truth of her statemc➔nts., and 
' l 

t,11 the day 0£ her delivery nothing was visiblfil •. 

(l) Vol. I page 25 f,. 



When her time came to bear ll~r ch:ild she le.f't the e:t.ty in her 

teri"o:i;- and went into the wilderness. There she found a cave next to 

a river. She ente:riad and there Abraham was born. At his btrth the 

cave was filled with· light as the' splendor of the. i.run. 

Hifil mother lamented the death of the 701000 babes for it was 

Ab:rahamfor whose sake they were slaughtered., It were better for 

.Abraham to die in,the cave than del:i,.ve:rhim to Nimrod, and so she 

left him witb.·the pra.yert 11May·the L9ro be with you, IllELY he not fail 

you nor desert you." And so she left the cave • 

.And Abraham was left in tlte eave without e. nurse and at his 

wailing God sent Gal;>riel down to nurfl<'f him· and g:lve him milk. It 

£lowed from a finger on his right hand, .And Abra.ham su.oked it until 

he was ten d~s old. 

After ten days Abra.barn l.ef't the cei:ge and walked along the edge 

of the river. .l\n<;i when the sun sank and the stars arose he said., • 

"These a:re the Gods"• . But the dawn oame, and the ste,r.s disa.p_pe~red. 

He said, "These cannot be th.e God1:1'', and then the sun ;rose and he said, 

"This is my God and l will extol him. 11 But the sun eanlt and Abra.ham 

turned to the moon to worship,. But the moon too was overcr~at., and 

~bl;"aham cried, 11There is a B8ing who has motivated all these. 11 Scarce]¥ 

had he. :finished speaking when the s..ngel G8,b:riel mat him. After greeting, 

Ga'bJriel, le.d him to a spring qf water., and. there AbrabAm washed his hands 

and feet and worshipped Gq_d .. 

FinaJ.:w the mother of Ab~ha.m became worried oonoeming her child, 

an<lr~turned to the oave. But Abraham was not thel.'e. She left weeping 

bitterJ..y-, By the river she met her son, whom sh.e failed to recognize 

beoa'l.ise he had grown so large.. They g;reet.ed ea.oh other, and Abraham 

asked her why she wa1;1 crying. She told h:l.m the whole sto1-y. Abraham 
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then erosa-examined her as to the truth of her statements, asking the 

e:x:aot age of her son and why she deserted him. Finally, he :reveals him

self to her as her 130n. She was both amazed·and inquisitive as to how 

he survived. Abraham then teaches her the truth concerning the one 

True God. "Know ray mother, thf.l.t t)le:i;-e is in the world a God, great, 

mighty, living and fearful, who sees, but is not seen, and He .fills the 
I, 

heavens and tne earth with his glo:v,r. 11 And Abraham then ordered his 

mother to take this message to Nimrod. 

Abraham's mother told Te1·ah all abo11t finding her son,. And as he 

was a great pr:Lnoe in the court of N;Lmrod he went before the king and 

bowed down before him and told Nimrod the events concerning Abra.ham. 

Nim:r,;d was in mor·tal terror, but his advisors reassured him., and taxed 

him with being afraid of a tiny infant. But when they were informed 

of the mire.oles of Abra.ha.m's size and birth, they too were e.bjeotly 

afraid •. However, Satan appeared in human form and advised Nimrod to 

arm aU his hosts and go out and fetoh Apl:'aha.m and bring him back as 

a aa.ptive,. 

When Abraham. saw this migh:t;y host appr®obing he lifted up his 

head and cried to God. God heard his prayer, and caused the angel 

Gabriel to del.iver him. ''Why are you crying Abra.ham?" And he said, 

nr, am afraid of these men who are coming to slay me. 11 And Gabriel said, 

"Fear not, neither be afraid, £or the Lord Thy God wiU deliver thee from 

the 1'1/l.nd of thine enemy. " 

God commanded Gabriel to pl.a.oe a thick cloud of darkness between 

Abra.ham and his enemies, and vd1en they saw it they became afraid and 

returned to Nimrod, and loft his realm. In £ear he also gave all his 

princea and servants money.and presents, and they departed f.or the 

province 0£ Babylon. 
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And after they had journeyed to Babylon., God oornmanded the Angel 

Gabriel to order Abraham to follow the enemy there. Abraham objected 

£or he had neither food nor equipment to 'Undertake ~he trip. However, 

Gabriel said., 11Thou hast no need for horses or soldiers or.food for 

the Jlourney; ride upon my shoulders. 11 And so Ab:rah!am rode upon the 

shoulders of the angel Gabriel., and in the twinkling of an eye he was 

in Babylon. And the angel commanded him to enter the oitq and proclaim 

in a loud voioe, "The Lot'd He i,s God, in the heaven above and. in the 

earth beneath, there is none else. He is perfect unity and there is no 

second. He has neither form nor boc'ly, and He is the Supreme Being. 

And know ye also ·that :C am Abra.ham His servant, the trusted steward of 

Bis housel" And Abraham entered the city and so declaimed., 

Abraham met his parents there and the angel Gabriel tolt'l him to 

regea.l the true faith to them. And so Abraham said, "You are serving 

a man such as you:;raelves, and you worship a.n image of Nimrod. Know ye 

that it has a mouth but dows not speak, and eyes and sees not, ears 

and hears not, neither does it walk up on its legs. It can help neither 

itselt or others .. " 

When Terllh. heard all these thinge, he invited Abraham into his 

house, a.nd there Abraham ·to.ld him all that had happened to h;l.m since 

they had last seeµ ea.oh other. Then Terah went before Nimrod and told 

him how Abraham had ma.de the .long j ou.mey in one da.y. And when Nimrod 

heard this, a great terror came upon h:1.m, .and he sent to his nobles. 

and princes !or advice. With one voioe they advised him to proclaim 

a seven clay• s fee.st, and each man was ·to wear his best ornaments and 

apparel and appear before the king • .And the king so proclaimed throughout 

·the land of Babylonia. 

And it cfame to pass after these things that Nilll:r.•od sent £or Abraham 

: I 
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and ox'dered him to a:m::iear b.efore him. And so Abraham and Terah arrived 

in the palace. And Abraham laid hold of the royal throne and shook it 

· and proclaimed in a loud voioe. "0 Nimrod., blasphemer, tl1!lfltt, denies the 

living and, only God., .a:nd .Abraham His servant the trusted one of his 

household.! Acknowledge God and say with me that God, He is the Lord, 

one and there is not another! He has neither .:form nor bedy and lives 

f'or ever. He neither slumbers nor sleeps~ Confess al~o that I am His 

servant and that He has created the universe. 11 

.And when Abraham thus proclaimed in a loud voice., behold the idols 

fell upon their faces • .And when the nobles and princes saw this, they., 

too., tell on their faces, vdth their king Nimrod., And the heart of 

Nimrod melted within him, and his brea·bh deserted him, and he lay 

senseless for two hours. And wb.en his soul returmiid to him, and he 

asked, 11Was that your voice, Abraham, or the voice of God?" -And 

Abraham answered and aaicl, 11The voice you heard was the voice of the 

least of.' God.ts oreatures.J1 And then.Nimrod acknowledged, ."Verily thy 

God is gre.a t and powerful, He is the King 0£ Kings .• " And Nimrod 

commanded Terah to leave his presence with his son, and so they returned 

to their oity together. 
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And it came to pass after these things, that Abraham attained 

the age of twenty yea.rs. And Terah became ill. And he said to his 

sons Ha.ran and Abraham, "Al:3 ye love memy sons, go out and sell these 
,/1 

two idols, for I do not have enough money ·ho meet our expenses.fl 

Heiran went out and did as his father wished. But Abraham took two 

other idols, and tied.a rope about.their necks, and dragged them through 

the streets, and cried, "Who would purchase a{ idol tlw.t·ha.s eyes, yet 

sees not, ea:rs and hears not, a mouth and speaks not, that helps neither 

i t:el£ or C>'hhers? 11 All- the townspeople were a"t,;;:d at Abraham rs be

havior. But one old. lady ap;proaohed him and asked for an idol to serve 

and to love., Abraham said to the old lady, "And the idol you bo·ught 

from my brother, what l.le1.Jlpe11ed to it.? 11 And she said, "Robbers entered 

my house during the night and stole the idol~u And he said, "If. this 
,•p.;-~;"'~"~"''''•,•·- : .) ,, 

from thieves, how can you exp.eat it to delive:r• othe1~s?'' After more 

questions and explanations, 't,be woman li1.sked Abrahmh\in what she might 

believe., Whereupon he told her of the One und onzy God. When she 

diaoovered the thieves, she broke the idol into pieces herself and went 

through the streets proclaim;tng the Tuue God. .And the Midrash poirits 

out that the womt:1,n converted many people to the true faith. 

Finally, the king heard what the old woman was doing, and he sent 

£or her and ~isked, "Wh,y do you no·I; se:rve me, how do you dare serve 

another man's God?" And the old woman 1:mswered., 11You are a 1iarJ you 

e,re a blasphemer of the One and on:cy· God, to whom there is no second. 

You live by his goodness., but you worship anothe:r. You repudiate Him., 

His Torah, and Abraham His servant. And when the king heard these words., 

he ordered her slain. Nevertheless, he was in gr.eat fear, because more 
., 

and more p~ople we1~e believing in the te~1.oh:tngs o:f Abraham. 

! ' 
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.And when the nobles anrl the prlnoes s1Itvr the state of their king., 

thsy advi.sed him t o a,rrange a seven days' feast., and all the people 

were told t-o appear in their robes of office, their gold tmd silve:i. .. 

appt1r~1. Thus., when Abrahln saw sueh power and wealth he wo\ll.d be 

a.f:ra.id.., and thus return to his faith in the king. And Nimrod ma.de suoh 

a proolamatio11, 1.md Terah, ··bhe £a.the!' of Abra.ham was ordered to bring 

his son to the festival. But Abraham ref~sed to a:p1)ear be.for.a the king 

and a.greed to take oare of his fathei••s idols and the idols of the king 

while his fa:bher appeared· a.t the banquet,. 

And when Abraham SlitW that he was J.eft alone with the idols,. he 

took axe in his hand, a.nd. saying 'VV"er and over., 11The Lord, He. is God 11 ,. 

he threw the idols to the g:ro\'.U'.ld, a.nd laid about him lustily with the 

axe. One's head he out off' 1 and a:no·cher 's feet., Re demolished the 

eyes of' one, and other•s hands he o:rushed. Me started with the smallest 

and finished with the largest. And then he placed. the axe in the he.nd 

o:f' the biggest :ldol of them allt 

When the king returned trom the £east., he saw all his idols bJ:>oken 

in pieces. .A 8king who had done the ov.trago, the people., crying, answered 

that it-was Abri-th.am. The king summoned him and asked why had had shattered 

the images. .A.br@.ha.m denied the deed and asse:i:•ted ·chat the largest idol 

had committed the atrocity., Furthermore., if' the king doubted his word, 

he might ask ·bhe idol himself ~md hear it from his l.ips. The king was 

furious and ordered. Abrah11Lm to be cast into thm prison hous.e. And he 

commanded the warden to give him neither toori.nor water. 



ABRAHAM IN THE FURNACE 

The preaeher goes on to say, that when Abraham our father w1,:1.s shut 

w the prii$on, he lifted his eyes to heaven an.cl· prayed, 110 Lord ~ God, 

Thou knowest the hidden.. Thou knoweat tha:b but £or my faithfulness, I 

would not have come to this sorry state • ." .And God hearkened to the prayer 

ot Abraru,un,. a,nd sent· the a.gael tfi~J;'iel to rescue him £:rom the h1:tnd of the 

tyrant. .After greeting the angel advised Abraham, ••Fear not, for the 

tord Thy God is with thee." And the angel showed him a sp:rj.ng of l.iving 

waters, a,nd sta.yed with him and fed him for e, whole year. And after the 

;rear was completed, the advisers of the king eounseled him to command 

all his .t'ollowe:rs to bring wood e,nd build a hug!;) fire, and then ca.st 

Abraham into its midst. And so the king commanded all hi~ people. All 

this time Abraham was in the, prison. 

And the king ordered. the furnace lit, and the flames shot up to 
. 

the heavens. And all the- people were sore afraid because of the greatness 

of the.fire,, and the king sent to the warden of the :prison to bring 

Abraham bet'o1•e the king. The warden reminded the king that Abraham had 

neithe.r eaten or drunk for a year and was therefore dead, nevertheless 

the king commanded to call him. And great was the wonder of the warden 

when Abraham answered him.. Abraham further told the wa:r•den that God 

had fed and given him water. ilnd when the warden hea:r.d tbis he believed 

in God and in Abraham. 

When the king heard this development., he sent to the head wa.rden 

and af:1ked him oonoern:lng bis a.etions. The warden aocused the king of 

blaa:pherqy. Whereupon the king commanded his meti to kill the WkU'den. 

And the warden tes•t,;ified to the unity of God and pre1)(ired himself for 

the executioner. And the preacher recour1ts that when the hangman tried 



to cut his throat, ·the swox•d broke into many pieces. 

The king the.n commanded them to bring Abraham out and ,cast him 

into the fie;cy furnace. When the princes b1~011ght him forth, the king 

commanded them to throw him into the f"ire. So one of the men tried to 
. ~ 

throw him in, but the £lames lept out of the f'tU~naoe f.tl'.ld bttrned him 

instead• And many o·~her noblemen were · thus consumed. 

Finalq Satan ca.me disguised as a man, and begged the king to take 

some,advioe,. He ~dvi,sed.the king to.construct a catapult and cast him 

into the flames. Thus the princes would not be bllnlt.. The king was 

•Ver§; hapw to get this advice, and ox•dered· them to build. a catapult. 

After its construction the.r tested j.t with·big stones and found it good .. 

Then they bound .Abr.aham hand and f'oot and prepared to throw him into the 

flames,_ And when Abrahain saw his plight, he lifted his eyes to heaven and 

prayed., 11toi~d m.r God, Tho1,t see13t what these evildoers would wi.th meo11 11 

The angels al$o petitioned God oonee1-ning Abraham,. And God answered the 

angels and assured them that he knew the plight of hi.s servant,. 

And the prea.ohers tells bow Sa.tan, in the guise of a man, a.ppea1~ed 

to Abrha.m to tempt him I/I He a.dV!b.eed him to bow down l;>ef ore Ni,~rod. But 
~" 

Abraham rejeoted him with the words, "lVI~ God pl.1Xlish you, vi.le, contempt, 



shall I save you from the fire?" .And Abraham said., 11The lm."d in whom 

I trust, the God o.f'heaven and earth., He will deliver me .. " And when 

God saw his inolina:cion Ho favo:i:•ed him in His mercy, and commanded the 

.fire tha.t it shoud cool., and do no harm to Abliliam. 

The .f:i.re was quen~d without WB,t$r., and the wood put, forth buds, 

and then :f':ruJ.t, ea.oh a:f'terits kind. And the furnace was transformed 

into a gal't'len., like that of kings. .And the a:g~peki jat therein, e,:nd 

fonveraed with •A'brhham,. And the king said to Abra,,ham,· 11Behold this 

is a. greeit miracle,. Yot1. have ma.de it · known that the fire has no power 

over you., ar1d furthermore, you · show y<;mrself to the people in tlle 

midst Qf a pleasant gard,en. 11 And all t,he noblemen said to Nimrod, "No 

our lord. This is a· grei:tt mi:racle1 but it is the work of a great and 

:powerful Gog, tb~·God of Abraham, beside whom there :ts none else. 

And Abraham is his. se:rvant.11 .And at that time, all. the princes 0£ 

Nimrod, and all his people belJ.eved in the Godot Abraham and together 

they said, "The Lord He is God, in the heaven above, a.nd on the earth 

beneath; there is none else .. 11 
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When Abraham our father, of' blessed memory, was born a star in the 

east swa;li,__to. four othe:r stars in the oo:rners of he:tven,. The soothsaye:r,1;1 

of King Nimrod said to him, "A son is born to Terah who will gather 

a nation which will inherit •l:Jlis world and the n.ext. It you wish, we ean 

give his father a, house full of silver and gold to kill him.,lf I10mediately; 

Nimrod sent to Teran ea~ring, "A son was born to ;you yesterday. Now give 

hi.m to me and let me · kill him and I smill. till your house with silver 

and. gold. 11 And Terah rl';lplied, 11Let me tell a parable" A h.o:rise was onoe 

asked, •tat us out off your head, and we w;tll give you a house full of' 

oatij., 1 An$wered the ho:rse., 'Fools., if you out off my head, who will 

eat the oats? ' And. so it is, if you kill my son, who will inherit the 

si1ve:r a.nd gold. 11 • Ani:l the king answered, "From your words, it is evident 

that you have a. son." And 'l'erab. replied,"a son was born to me, but it 

:l!!! dead." And Nimrod said, III am SJ:Jeak:i.ng of a living, not a. dead son." 

And then Terah hid his son in a cave for three years., And the Holy One 

Blessed be He, made two windows.,. From one, flowed oil, and from the 

othe:r flour. 

Now when Abraliam was thl•ee: years old, he left the oaVfJ and wondered 

t(l) himself', 11Who Cl"eated the heaven, and the earth, and me?" He prayed 

a.ll da.y to the sun, but in th$ evening the sun sank in the west and · the 

moon rose in the east.,. \i\lhen he saw the moon; i~nd the stars around it, 

he said, 11Th:i,s is the Cl"ea.tor of the heaven and ·bhe earth. A11d the stars 

are his noble e and senants .. " So he prayed all night to the moon. In 

the morning th$ moon tset in the weat, and the sun rose in the east,. Sa.id 

Abraham, "These have no power." There is a lord over them and to Him 

(l) Vol., II pf:1.ge 118 



I shall bow and p:ra:y. n He went to his father and said, "Father, who 

has created heaven, earth and myselt'?" His :t'athe:r'told him, "My God has 

· created Heaven and earth and all tbese. 11 Said Abraham, "Show me your 

God .. Perha;ps He bas the oreative power." Immediate:ey- Terah showed 

.Abl;'aham id0ls. Abraham returned to his mother and said., "Mother, cook 

me some fine savory dishes that I ro~ b:r:ing them to the gods of my 

ta the!!.; . perhaps they will accept my sacrifice,. rt His mother then prepared 

.fine foods and ha took them before the gods of his fr:Lthers ancl put them 

before the biggest, but there was no sound or response. He returned 

·them, ancl be brought them before the idols again finer dishes which his 

m(i.)ther had prepared., and ati.ll there was no reecponse. Then the Divine 

presence descended on him, and he applied to the idols the verse, "A 

mouth. ha.ve. they, and they do speak not, eyes, and they see not." Where

upon he grapsed a torch and burnt them. And he put the biggest outside 

and plaoed the to~oh in his hand. 

Wh~n his father returned home and :f.'owd his idols burnt, he said to 

Abraham, 11»l(r son, wbq have you burnt ~ gods?" Said. he, ''I didn't burn 

them. The biggQflt was angry, and burnt them." His father asked, 11Silly . 
son, have they power, or th~ breath of lite, th,:l.t tney are able to do 

all this? Have not I made them of wood.? 11 Said Abraham, nkJt your ears 

hear w}itt your lips utter& If they have no powe.r,wey did you tell ma, 

'Plzy" gods have created Heaven and earth?'" .An4,$o Terah went to Nimrod 

and said, 111\flV son has burnt my Gods with fire. 11 Nimrod sent for Abraham 

and asked biro wb,y he had done the deed. Abraham repeated, nrt was the 

biggest idol. that burnt them. 11 And Nimrod said, "Have they brea,th of 

life that tbey are able to do this?" · And Abraham 15aid, 0tet your ears 

hearken to the utterance of your mouth. If they have no power, why do 

you negleot the oreatox· of heaven and earth and worship wood?" And Nimrod 
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said., 11I have oreated the heaven a:nd the earth with my pow.~t."· Said 

Abraham, "Are you able to create? When I got out of my cave., I saw the 

sun rising in .. ··thle east and setting in the west. Now you .oause it to 

rise in the weBt and eet in the e~st _; a.nd I will worship you. And if 

you cannot, He who ba:s given me s·tirength to burn the idols, will. help 

me·kill you.in Said Nimrod ta hiis wise men, "What.is to be done with 

him? 11, And they told him, 11Thia i.a he, about whom it was !!laid •a nation 

would stem £rom<h:t.m, that will. :i,nheri'l1 ·bhis world, and the world to 

come. And now., as he did, let tbat be done to h:lm. 11 so they· threw 

AbrEtham in a :f'ul'la.;oe. 

Then tb:eHo~ One,. Bl1;1ssed be He, filled with oompµ.seion, and He 

delivet•ed him, as it is said, "it am the ];.ord1 who brought you out of' 

the Ur (furn.ace) Ca.sdim.11 
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(l) 
JACOB 

54., 

The m:Ldrash of J'a.oob has J.:Lttle Ql" nothing to do with the oha.racter 

of that Pa..tri,a.roh. Th,e Bibl101;1.l verses are util.i.iecl by the m:i.d:rashie 

authors as a peg to hang their tale. They use Jacob as a jumping off 

apot to take a view of the :t\tture, and to speak of things to c.ome., 

The technique is that of pseudo pr.opheey. Had tl:i.e roid.rashio authors 

not foun~ the verses dealing witlll Jaeob acceptable to their purposes 

tlley might have taken~~- other verses just as. eas:ll;r. Jacob as a 

personality ia not treated in any of the midrashiro. 

In the midra.sh, Jaoo'b wish61s to reveal the secret of the future 

to his sops. However, he is detetted by the p:resan.ce of Goct. In its 

m;m;ning oommeata:r;,y-:, the Mid:rash St';leks to £:ind in· Ja.<H:>1? 1s bleasing the 

proph,1;1sy and the foresight of t:hose things ·whioh trad:1:tionalk" came to 

pass. Anotller purpoae was to give an apologia for such misdE:H3ds as they 

nave b(ilen, tradi tiona~ accused of.. For exe..mple, R~~ben was accused 

ot incest.. The, Midrash however po:i,nt,a out that this was -ai- -:f':lotion. That 

·the true story was that after the death of :Leah, Je.oob- had intercourse 

with Bilah,. Rubean., thin'.King the time too close to the tragedy of Leah's 

death, stole into tl1e room, and turned the bed over upon the two. The 

midrash proves this point . ., by quoting the blessing o.f M9ses before all 

the tribes. When. be said,. 11Cursed be he who defiles the wite of his 

fa..~er·Y, all,. Israel knew that R•l1'3tn was oonside:red innocent, this was 

interred by the use of the word 11 ;, J; 11 to go up, 

Judah is given. muoh consideration, and is obvioueliv· ti ;f'a.vorite 

of the mid~ashio authors. 

In this mid:rash, use :ts made of oox•respon<;iing words in the text. 

Mo.$t of the argument~ a.re hung on the text. They are very flimsy and 

unworthy 0£ muoh oonsideratiQn. However a sample has been given. 
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:!Hm f}LESSJPft QF ~ACP)3.1 . OUR J;i'A.~JiER, MAJ HF.: RE;s-:t: nr. PEAC~ 

IYJl.nd Jacob cal.led h:Ls sons. 11 Th~ So:tiptu;refJ should have said., 

11.And Esau called", for he was the eldest. Why did it ea.y., Jaeob? 

Beoause Scriptures also states., 11The dead do not praise Thee." Then 

who aoknowl.edges God? He who is living wox-ships the living God. As 

:l.t is w:rirtuen, "The 11.ving praise Thee. 11 

~bbi Hanninah said, it is customar7 that a slave may not draw up 

the will of his master. Then who drawsit, up.-...a .free man? Then wby 

was not Esau allowed. to make the wiU of his father. It is f.>hown that 

Esau was not l.ivlng., for unless a man reoognizes the living God, he is 

not to be aoooUflted as l.i'ving. Therefore it is written, 11.And Jaoob 

called to his sons." 

That which Scripture says 11He retrains the speech of the faithful" 

is writte11 concerning Isaac and Jacob. For they both sought to reveal 

the secrets of the Almighty. lsa.o.c called Esau in orde:i:- to tell him 

about the end of time and the Almighty hid Esau from him. As it is said, 

· 11.And he callQd Esau his eldest 11 • And ,Jacob sought to reveal the end 

of time to his sons as it is wri t·ben., "Gather yourselves, a.nd I will tell 

you. 11 To what :1.s the matter likened?, To ,a servant appointed by the kin.g 

over all tllat was his. When the servant was about to die, he called 

his sons ih order to free them and to tell them how they oan acquire an 

inhe:rit~inoe. The king knew about it, and went and stood near him; and the 

servant saw him and changed what he was going to tall them. Inr'3tead he 

sctid to them 11 ! ask of you., fo:r you are serva.nt,s of the king, to honor 

him as I honored him all my days." So Jaoob our father said,, "Ifl1 ca.11 

my sons and tell them when the end of days wil.11 come." Immediatel;y the 

Almighty appeared and said ·~ci him, 11You, call your sons., but not Me 11 , as 

(l) Vol. II page 75 f. 
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Isaiah rsaid: "You haven't oa,lled me, O J~cob .. 11 As soon as Jacob saw 

him, he said to his sons, "I ask of you, nw sons, to give honor to the 

Almighty as my fathe:r honored him" as it is written: "The God before 

whom my fathers walked. 11 They said to him, 11We know what is in your 

heart. Hear O Israel, the Lo1•d our God, the Lord is One. 11 When Jacob 

heard thJ.s he bowed, as it is w:r:i,.tten, 11And Jacob bowed at·the head 

of the~." He began to whisper, 11l3lessed be the glory of His kingdom 

.forever and ever. 11 The Almigh~ said to him, 11the gl.017 0£ God is a 

secret; the attributes are not yours; as it is said, 11The t,alebeare:r 

reveals seorets. 11 And another explanation, 11.And Jacob oEtlled his sons." 

thflt is what Scriptures say~, "I will call to the .Almighty on high, 'to 

the God who rules over me. 1 " ~ Habbi Joshua ben Levi said, three things, 

the es.rthly courts decreed; ancl the Almighty agreed, and -~hese a:re they; 

one was in the days of Ezra, when the Jews returned from B1abylon; the 

Almighty wanted to free them from tithes, what dj.d they do? They went 

and decreed tithes over themselves, for so it, is said, 11The :f'i:r.·st of 

our p:rcxlu.ce and fruit of all trees and vine 1md oil and so forth. 11 What 

did they do, they wrote it in a book and sealed it and placed it in the 

Temple. On the morrow they entered and found it sealed., And £:rom whence 

do we know that God agreed to this?, For we seal this, and write an in-
L 

seript:i.ol'l on it. And the second, at the time of Mordfoai and Esther, as 

it is written,· 11And the Jews arose and accepted. 11 How do we know that 

God agreed to this? For it is not written, "They accepted", but 11He 

accepted". Henoe we know that God agreed. 

The third one wa.sjin the days o.f Joshua when the Jews entered Palestine. 

Joshua spoke to them and the city was set apart £or God. Joshua did 

this on his own authority, and how do we know th1:.1.t the Lord agreed to this? 



lt'or it is written,· 11Israel sinned and they transgressed my covenant", 

hence we know that God agreed to it. Therefore, it is·written "I will 

oall to the Lord on High., ·~o the God who rules over me. u , 

When the sons of Jacob entered his room, he began to{(;~ r;~em 

instructions. And how do we know that God agreed to these words, 

:t'or we .find that later Moses repeated the same blessings to the children 

of Iara.el in the wilderness. We also .learn that the Lord agreed with 

Jacob on every blessing that he gave at the time he departed from the 

earth. Hence, lt.A,11,d Ja.oob called his sons." 
i : 

I' l, 
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Moses is the outstanding oharacter and personality ever produced 

in Jewish history. And the legends dealing :,.rith his figure are rep

;i:-esentative o£ this greatness,. He is l:ilways shown as a leader of men. 

He is a g~ant of body and of spirit. With one blow of his fist he kills 

an. opprEnssorJ he argues with the Almighy Himself. In al:L our history , 

he is the on'.cy' man to speak to God faoe to £ace. 

Y~t the Moses is the most powerful of men, the midrash portrays 

grave ta.ults in his charao·cer. His pride is demonstrated, his temper is 

revealed,; his haste and at times his selfishness are revealed. 

Yet in his very weakness there is strength.,. We love, .. :and admire 

Moses beca:use he is eo intense]3' human. We £eel that here is a man who 

was by- no means perfeot. He sinned and made grave errors; yet in the 

f:i.nal anaq;ais he was able to overcome his handicaps and emerge triumphant 

1.n his struggle with life. 

U1llike ftather Abraham, who fought regardless of t11e consequences, 

Moses was always reasonable. He was always able to look ahead and see 

the results ot his actions. Above al.l he was a. thinker and a law giver, 

. PowE;irtul both Gf body and mind, he coordinated the two. He insisted on 

progress, he always sought the best 1neans to attain his ends. .A.bra.ham 

battled when he might have reasoned. Moses, just as much an idealist, 

reasoned and thought his way out of difficulties. 

T~e real beauty ot Moses• oharaoter is revealed in the midrasb 

concerning the death 0£ Aaron. With what tenderness, with what delicacy 

of feelings, does Moses pay his last respects to his brother. He points 

out the timeliness 0£ Aaron~ death; the future bliss in store for his 

soul. He tells him of the sorrow of those he leaves in this world. He 

personal~ serves him be.fore his death. 
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The whole life of Moses is a preparation t'or the job of redeeming 

tne Isl'aelites from the bondage of Egypt. Al3 .4.braham oarne to teach all 

monkl.~e greatness of God, so Moses might be llBllled as the deliverer 

of the Israelites. All his training fitted him to be a leader of men. 

Raised in the court of the Pharoah1 elected king of Edom, caring for 

sheep in ·~he wilderness, he was made to think and pl.an not only for him

self but £or others. He was 'Wiught patience and gentleness, kindness 

and forbearance. 

Even the miracles that take place pertaining to his childhood are 

treated in~ different manner from the miracles concerning Abraham. 

For even as a child o:t ten days o.ld, Abraham partic:t.p~.tes :ln the miracle; 

whereas Moses is a passive ore1.1ture., The miracle of light filJ.ing the 

tent or cave is used to illustrate the greatness of both men at their 

birth. Both are saved £rom death, time and again; by the hand of God., yet, 

in the case of Moses., the miracle is me.de to fil,ppea:r more or less reason ... 

able. In other word.a, miracles are divorced from the real character of 

Moses and in no wise affect the development 0£ his character. 

In the midrash dealing with the death of Moses., the 1ntel1eotua.1 

honesty- and generosity of his natm·e is revealed. Though he argues with 

God-in the m~i.nne:r of a Jeremiah or a Job., in the .final anal¥sis., we 

realize that he is alw~s reverent and obedient. For example., on one 

occasion., when God offers him hia life on condition that the children of 

Israel die, he answers., ttBett,er the death of a thousand like Moses, than 

one man pe:rish of' any of the tribes of Israel. 11 

lhis same greatness of oharaoter is revealed when Moses, told that 

other men a:re p:rophecying about the oamp., replies, "would that all the 

children of Israel were prophets. 11 

But above all, Moses is the lawgiver, the man who stormed the heavens 
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and obt~ined the Torah, Because of his m.oral qw.lities, and his 

$trength of character, he is rightly de@med the greatest of all men .. 

SeM,ing of£ the character of Moses is the adversary, the arch fiend 

Baal.am. This ~atan ... J.ike creature serves as a i'o;il. for Moses. He is 

the eneuw of Israel, a master of.' the black a1·tsJ He opposes Moses, and 

therefore Israel at every step. Ar.raid of the Israelites' pursuit of.' 

moral purity and religious zeal., he constantly' tries to lead them astray. 

Yet the real tra.geey of the character is revealed in his attempt to 

ourse the children of' Israel in the Biblical verse of Numbers, Chapter VIII, 

Verses 8-l0J "How shall I ourse., whom G9d hath not cursed ...... Let me die 

the death of the righteous and let mine end be like his 111 For knowing 

the future of Israel, Balaam yet must constantly $trive to overcome their 

upward climb to the heights. 

Balaam it was who advises the Pharoah to drown the Israelite male 
• 

children. For God could not punish them if they destroyed the children o:f 

Iara.el by water, due tQ God• is PJ."Omiise to Noah after the flood. 11 I will. 

no more bring wa.tt';:lr upon the earth to destroy the children of earth .• 11 

However, Balaf.i.m did not know· what God oou.ld bring the children of. men to 

the water and thus destroy them. This was later illustrated in the des

truction of th~Egyptian,s at the waters of the Red Sea. 

Moses, the ideal leader of men, was proved in the erucible of 

adversity. He first had to overcome the machinations of Balaam, escape 

Pharoah•s wrath., overcome Balaam, as the king ot Cush, conquer the will 

0£-Pharoah by means of the plagues, and final'.cy he had to constantly guide 

and eontrol the outbreaks of' the children of Israel in the wilderness. 

Intensely human, Mo$es is no ai..wer-man, but in his greatness of spirit 

he overcomes these human weaknesses and stands as the Jewish prototype 0£ 

ideal leaders. 
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He is the ideal Jew. Never superhuman, never a saint, he is the 
,, 

pe:d'ect man. The midrashic authors repudiate the Christian ideal, the 

monlc. Moaes is ot the people, he never withdraws from their midst, he 

never tries to wear a ha.lo. Well has it been written, 11and there hath 

not arisen a p;t>ophet s:l,nce in Israel lil;e unto Moses, whom the Lord 
(1) 

knew face to faoe. 11 

In the midrash of Mosee in Volume II, we have a collection of legends 

eaoh more or less complete in itself. Whereas in Volume I, the legend 

concerns itself onl;y- with the death of Moses. 

There are eight different legends in the Moses cycle in Volume II: 

l. Dealing with the background of all the persecutions of the Egyptians 

and might be P'U.t under the title of "The troubles of the Israelites .. 

2. Concerning "The leadership of' Amram". 

5. 1!1.'he rescue of Moses from the river" 

4. '!'elling the tale of 11:Moses and the fiery ooa1s ". 

5. Speaking of 11The Youth of Mose:s 11 • 

6. "The confliet of Balaam and Moses", 

7. Desaribi,ng the 11Ma:rrifi.ge o£ Moses". 

a. Moses' meeting with Aaron, and the 11Plagues of Egypt". · 

The style and the Hebrew is superior to. most of the other midrashim, 

and the sense of the dramatic and the beautiful is manifest in ea.ch 

legend. The order is logical., and the moral and ethical values portrayed, 

are of a high nature. 

{l) Deut. 54:10 
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The most complete and. perfeot portray-al by the midrash of a Biblical 

character is in the rnidrash of Moses. All the well, known traits of his 

oha:raoter are portrayed., He is shown a.s the great law--giver, the i'rli::end 

ot God, and the leader 0£ his people. Though chosen to pe:c•form miracles, 

he is at all times htlllVJl.n. 

The midrash uaes Biblical verses to good advantage, and this is 

espeoial'.cy- et£eotive in the passages dealing with Moses' request to the 

elements and creatures to pray and deliver him from death. 

11When Moses 13aw that God re.fused to hea.r his prayers th1:tt he might 

live, he tried to invoke God's mercy through the pleadings of others. 

To everything there is a season, and a time to .every purpose under the 

sun. As long as Moses was not yet ca.lled upon to die, everything was 

in his power, but when the time drew near, he sought the help of others. 

So he want to the earth and asked for aid, but the earth said, "I 

am without form and content, and I shall soon wax old like 1:1 garment. 11 

The heavens next said, 11The heavens are not clean in his sight, 11 and 11the 

heavens shall V(i1.nish away like a smoke". The sun and moon made no answer .. 

11The moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed". 

The hills and mountains answered his appeal, "The mountains shall 
(l) 

depart, a.nd the hills be removedll. 

And so all the elements rei:Lted to Moses' plea by quoting Scriptures, 

showing that they, too, were under the dominion of God.' s ,hand. 

(l) Volume I, page 120. 
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One hundred and thirty years after the children of Israel went 

down into Eg¥pt, after the death of' Joseph, Rnroah dreamed a dream. 

And in this dream h.e saw a.n old man holding a pair o:f scales in his hand .. 

In the one side all. the princes and nobles of Egypt were placed, and 

in the other a. b~by lamb. Yet ·the lamb outweighed the Egyptians. And 

the pr:lnees of' Egypt interpreted ·bhe dream a.s meaning the.t a child would 

be born to the Isrs.elites who was destined to destroy Egypt, an(l they 

advised Pharobb to kill all the male Israelite children. 

Many Israelite ·therefore separated themse.lve;;s from their wives, 

but maey carried on their marital relations as usual. However, when the 

women were ready to bear chilch•en, they went out into the fields and hid 

their male children there. The angels attended them and wrapped the 

infants in ·~he birth stones, and buried thein 1n the earth. One of the 

birth stones would give the child milk, and the other would cause the ha.:Lr 

of the chi1d to grow down to its knees. When the child was old enough., 

it returned to its :f'ami~ well grown, 

To counteract this measure, the Egyptians in their hatred began 

to plow the fields in order to destroy the infants. However, the angel 

merel.¥ caused the ohildren to sink deeper into the earth. In Psalm 
V 

129: 5, it is written, 11The powers plowed on roy back." 
71 

QONC£filiI.Ng Ai'JRAM 

And Amram, the Levite, married his aunt Jochebed. And she conceived 

and bore a child, and she named it Miriam. Then she bore Aaron a few 

years later. After this, Arnram told the people to separate themselves 

(1) Volume II, page l-ll 
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:from their wives., due to the persecutions of the Egyptians. However., 

when Miriam prophesied and declared the future greatness of Moses, 

all the people took back their wives, for it was not right to deprive 

the children, not only o.f this life, but of the life to come. 

It was told at this time that one of the trioks played by the 

Egyptians to discover male children was for the Egyptian women to visit 

the Israelite homes with their children, then 'pinch them. Naturally, 

the child would cry, whereupon the Jewish child hidden in the back would 

answer the other child's cry, and thus be destroyed. 

THE RESCUE ,QF MOSES ~· - ' 

The midrash then tells the story of Moses' rescue from the waters 

of the Nile by the daughter of the Pharaoh, and how Miriam stayed and 

managed to get the king's dattghter to engage the Mother of Moses as his 

nttrse. 

When Moses was still a small child., ha stretched forth his .hand and 

took the crown 0£ Pharaoh off hia head. The wise men pointed out that 

this was a terrible calamity. However, they agreed to test the intell,

igenoe 0£ the child. They plaoed'.before him two bowls, one full. of prec

ious stones, and one full of burning ooals. Moses reached. for the stones, 
P'!,M,,,i(, 

but an angel guided his hand he grasped the live coal. Feeling the 
/1 

intense hewt', he placed the coal to his lips, whereupon Moses stuttered 

all the days of his l:i.:f'e. 

THE YQ.UTH OF MOSES 

Ami Moses g:rew up as a prinoe in tihe house of' Pharaoh, and he was 
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educated in all the seorets and nzy-steries of that time. 
I 

One day., while ll/Iosea was walking in the field., anli :Cs:raelite came 

to him and complained that his wife had been violated by an Egyptian 

taskmaster., Moses looked all about, :found no one wa:~ohing, e,nd slew the 

taslQna.ate:r. The next day Moses learned that the deed wa.s known., tor when 

he interceded in a qua:r:rel, he was taunted by the Israelite@ of the murder. 

And the thing became known, e;nd Pharaoh ordered his execution. But when . 
the exeout1.oner tried. to kill him, God oha.nged. his neolc to marble. 

This was not a.ll, but Gabriel, the angel, ohanged the form of Moses into 

that of the hangmam., and thus the hangman himself was killed,. 

BALAAM AND MOSES 

When Bal.aam's a,dvice misfired ooneerning the slaughter of the Jews, 

he :f' led to the la,nd of Edom, and whe:n the king went off to the wars, 

Balaam took over the government with hi::: two sons. He .fortified it and 

hedged it about with traps, the;ri put snakes and scorpions about it. And 

when the king and his men :returned., they were not permit·lied to enter, 

and maey were destroyed in their attempt to conquer the city. 

Moses, who had fled Egypt, was proclaimed king after the death of 

the rightf'ul king of Fdom. Moses continued the war against the city., 1.:md 

by means of storks he cleared ·bhe wilderness of the serpents, stormed the 

oi w I s walls and. conquered the oi ty. 

But though the people gave Mose~··~he wi.t'e of i;heir former king to 

wi:t.'e he :refused to approa.oh her; so after mt'tl:ly' years, she organized a 
,h 

revol't a,nd set her son on the throne. .And so Moses journeyed to the land 

of Midian. 

IJ~ STO¥!,Y OF THE §TAFF 

Jethro had ple.ced a staff in the grounJ/, a.nd prom:ised any who were 
I . 
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able to wrest it from lts place, his daughter Zipporah in. marriage. 

Many kings and princes tried to take ·the eta.ff, but failed, Moses, how

ever., mere]¥ repeated the na.me of God, and the .staff. j'Ulllped into his 

hand. When Jethro saw the staff in his hand, he gave him his daughter .. 

:t:HE MEETING OF MOS~@ AND !,ARO!'{ 

After God appeared to Moses in the bush, he was ordered to meet 

Aaron his brother. When they met they told each other of their state of 

health and the events of their lives. Moses then unfolded his pll.ans 

to Aaron ~1.11d later to the elders uf' the Isl.·ael.ites. 

The plagues are descr;lbed in detail :i.n the rnid:r•a.sh, The children 

of Israel are delivered out of their bondage, they wand.er for forty years 

in the wilderness. And the legend closes with the death of Moses. 

The scene of the midrash opens in the land of Egypt, at the time 

when Israel was preparing to leave. While they were busy getting gold 

and gifts from their Egyptian masters a.nd ocquainta.noes., Moses was 

occupied. with oaring for the bones of Joseph. For this reason, God promisod 

to be 'ti41f undertaker or Moses., when he should die. 

However when the dey finall.v arrived £or Moses to die., be refused 

to agr~e to the justice of his death, and argued with God. God pointed 

out that all men had died in the past., but Moses proved that they all 

deserved cl.eath., Adam and Eve were enticed by the serpent. Noah r1egleoteq 

to pray for the welfare of his generation. Abraham had ;failed to :raise 

Ishmael oorrectly • Iaaac had a bad son. Then God changed hif3 tactics 

and accused Moses of manslaughter. To which Moses answered that God 

Himself had destroyed all the first born of Egypt at one time. To this 

(l) Vol. I, page 115 r. 
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God reminds Moses not to forget his place. Again God ehanges his approach 

and reminds Moses of the many times He has oome to his support in time of' 

need. He reminds Moses of the :rebellion of Korah, how Moses p:t-ayed to 

Him., and God had caused the earth to open and swallow Korah., 1:tcoording to 

the demand of Moses. Again God points out that in a.nswer to the prayer of 

Moses, he had forgiven the whole congregation of Israel after they had 

sinned in the wilderness. 1rhe11 God offers to let Moses live., but he will 

revoke his pa.st mercy to Israel. Moses then admits the just:toe of' God, 

and answers, 11Let a thousand like Moses die, but touch not one man of 

Israel"., -

Moses then asks all the creatures to plead in his behalf, but they 

refuse, for they too are subordinate to God .• 

Joshua then enters and a..sks Moses how to deal with the cihil.dren of 

Israel., Moses, now mellow, tells him that God would help him., that he 

should neither worry~ be afraid., 

Moses then persuades the Israelites to pray that he may continue to 

live, whereupon a bas kol is heai~d, demanding to know why so muoh noise 

and contusion is being lill:ide. At this point, Moses sees that he is waging 

a losing battle, and ~$..ai-tla.1i'L-,t;.,..he must give in • 

.. ~e then writes the book entitled11The Bo(MC of the Righteous", the I "~-v'1, ... - 4t~J?. .. 
11se er ha yoshar", a.nd gives it to Joshua, Jw.i;'!-,peraonally serves ~h.ua.-••" 

for many days as a servant. Finally, he finds -~hitt though he can see 

J'osht11:1., yet Joshu€i is unable to see him. By this means he was ma.de to 

see that his usefullness was finished., a.nd that Joshua was the real leader. 

Still Moses refuses to agree to die., so God sends down the a.ngel 

Michael to bring back his soul. However, Michael was unable to approach 

the soul of Moses. 

Then Satan a.pproaohed to get his soul., but a.s Moses was buoy writing 



.,'T' 
l .. 

the Name ot God, ha too £ailed in his PUl'.POSe ~led from hts presence. 

Fina.113 God liimself' went to Moees and Moses died with a kiss of the 

Almighty. 
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49. 

AARON 

Aaron is one of the few oha.raoters in ·bhe minor midrashim that is 

not li£e .... like. Moses and Miriam are portreyed as dynamic personalities, 

but Aaron is always the man of peace. He always temp.-beEJ to prevent 

a quarrel. Thus, even in the midrash that oonoerns his death, we find 

that his cha.raoter 1s clom:1.nated by thi:i.t of Moses. In several places the 

story dig1·esses 1n order to ·tell of Moses, or even of Eliaze.r, the son 

of Aaron. All in all the midrash pa.1.nts Aaron as a wisey-wa.sey character 

who oa.n be molded to almost any pU:t•pose. 

However, in one respect Aaron is shown. to be more high'.cy loved 

than Moses; he was above ..,.,11 the people's :t'r:tencl. The midrash tells 

how he personally felt guilty for the fact that the people worshipped 

the golden cal£; and so he used to spend his time teaching the ignorant 

in paying social calls, in visiting the sick, and all in all tr.ring to 

make amends for h:b past mista.ke. 

The m:tdrash itself is a charming story of the death of Aaron. It 

is touching and beautiful in depicting the characters of all the people 

involved. Aaron, though definitely out of this world, is still a human 

being, still warm];y loved for the finar t~aits of his character. The 

ve17 faot tbt-).t he ministered so sincere~ to the people., because of his 

feeling of guilt, shows that he felt deeply his past ex•ror. He is a. 

sincere smei,ll pe:raon, who in his own eyes, f'ail~3d to moasure up to the 

high standards set by the other members of his £am~. He is pathetic 

in. his desire to be a good f' allow, yet try ~ts he might, be ever so pepular 

as he may be., he realizes that, he will never be half' the man that his 

brother is. 

:Ct 1a rather interesting that God is uniible to tell Aaron of his 
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approaching death., and Moses is appoj,nted to break the news.. Moses 

here too)shows a reluctance to speak to his brother oonoerning his death. 

The midrashic authors show with what respeot the priestly ga;rments 

are held, and with what care they are guarded. 



(l) 
T]i,E DEATH OF, ~.Qli 

51. 

"When the time came for Aaron to die, God asked Moses to revea.l 

the matter to his brother, £or God had not the heart to tell him. So 

Moses tried by hints. to tell .Aaron, 'but in the end, he had to come out 

and tell hiin·man\to man. Moses took A19iron up to the mountain with his 

son, then persuades Aaron to ·cake his priei;rbq garments of£ and p1.1t them 

on his son, Eliaza.r., £or ·chey were about to en·ter a cave that, had opened 

before them. 

When Moses and .Aaron entered the eave, Aaron was consoled that he 

h,ad to die, for Moses pointed out that he was taking oa:re of' him, and 

that th(;! angels were. ministering at his bedside,. soAaron lay down 

on the bed that appeared, and God took his soul with a kiss. 

When Moses ret'\Unled to the children of Iarael, they thought that 

Eliaz~r or Moees had killed Aaron out of envy. For they had remembered 

that Aaron_had been more loved than Moses, for he had busied himself' 

more in pastoral duties and in personlil.1 teaching than the otheX:/3• So 

Moses, seeing the dangerous ~ood of the Israelites, prayed to God • .And 

God split the mountain and the children of Israel were able to see the 

bier of Aaron in the cave., And while they wsttohed; the cloud of glory 

rested over the body of Aaron, and .from that time on the ,~ of glory 

was no more seen from the camp of Israel." 

(l) Volume I, page 9l F. 
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GOI4IATH 

Tne midrash entitled 11Goliath 11 actua.l:ey- deals with King D1,.vid. 

It is a oharming story of David's pride and his attaining a sense of 

dependency. It .is popular., and so constructed as to explain a. Biblical 

verse. It has little theology, and that little, of a primitive nElture. 

It deals with the brother of Goliath and his attempt to kiU David, 

who has been trapped by the mother of the sl~in champion, Golia.th. 

'l'his midrash stran~ely enough is the only one in the minor mid

rashira that deals with David in any shape or form.. 

David is de:pioted as a :f'un loving mone,rch who feels he' is 

superior to God•s moral law. Through miracles and the intervention 

of his .friend he is reoued from mortal da11ger and thus learns that 

Goel is supreme., 



0 
It is written, let not t,he warrior l>l·ide himself /4n his strength. 

This was s1:1.;td of David, the King. When David was in battle, h~ would. 

throw and kill 800 men at a. stroke,. And when he sheathed his sword 300 

men died~ When David saw this, ho was very proud, and said, "There is 

none suoh as I 111 the world, nor will there .be af'ter me. 11 The Holy one, 

Blessed be He, said to him, 11Do not be prouder o:£ yo.ur own strength than 

apj,jreoiative of God's help.it Now you shall see that it is not your own 

strength. 

What did God do? He ca.used a deer to run bef o:,;•e him. And Abishai 

was with David a.t the time. The two foll.owed the deer too far and lost 

their way. And the h.oe o:f'.. Abishai ts shoe became untied, and v1h:tle he 

was tying it, Da,vid went ahead to a fine tower that he saw.. He entered 
✓ 

and saw an old womfn, the mother of Golia.th, the Philistine. ,She was 

' sitting and weaving with. the loom. She recogn:Lzed him as the slayer of' 

her son Goliath, the Philistine, But he did not knoi'T her. As she wove, 

she broke her thread, and said, 11Ilty- son give the spindle which ha.s 

dropped. David said, "With all good. wishes, maam. 11 And when he :t.,ent 

down to take the spindle., she hid
11
in har ha.nde And as he· wa.s looking 

for ~D the spindle on the floor, she dropped a. leg of the bed,( on 

which she was sitting)~ him, to break his bones. Immediate:!.¥., the 

I-Iol.iy One Blessed be He, before Whom there is no fdgeti'ullness or 

£a.vorit:tsra., ca.used a depression to appear under him, into which he .fell. 

And when the brother of Goliath, the Philistine., returned, his mother 

said to him, 11Do you know, my son, what I have cat:tghtt11 And he 

answered, 11No. 11 She said, "I have oaught Da.v:1.d who killed yow.~ brothe1~. 11 

He said, "Mother., what have you. done with that wioked one? Give him to 

(l) Volume IV page 140 



me that I may kill him. 11 She said, "Go and you l'!la.y see him under the foot 

of the bed. For l have broken all his bones. 11 He went and saw him 

sitting i.n the pit. Wl.1.en he saw him, he said to his mother, "He is 

yet al:1.ve. 11 .And he went to fetch his spear.. Outside, he st1.ick his 

spear in the ground with his sword. In order to eatoh David. Then he 

went and took David, and thre~him up~to the .-air. so that he would fall 

on the spear. But the Holy One Blessed be He caused David to remain 

hanging in the air, Ir.i the meantime Abishai oame and saw what was 

happening, Jae went to Goliath's brother and said., "Give me the spear 

that I may kill him.'' l:Ie said, 11Take it, 11 , and when Abishai toolj: it., 

he killed that evil doe:r. Then did David fall to the earth. And 

they returned to their plaoe, Then did the pe'ople say, 11The might is 

not David's, but of God. 11 .And this is the meaning of the verse, 11And 

Abishai helped David, and he smote the Philistine.'' 
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ln dealing with the character or Solomon, the midrash stress 

his world'.cy wisdom and knowledge. However, a.a a wnole, they are woven 

around him a.s a central figure, ra·hher than dealing with his deeds and 

character. As long as King Solomon cleaves to God and His way, he is 

. the absolute ruler oi' e,ll the earth •. Like Moses, he commands the 

elements. He understands the language of.' men and animals. Nature 

hides no secrets from his eyes. However, when he deserts God's ways, 

he comes to g;rie£. In his trials and troubles, he learns proper respect 

for the Divine oreatione. As in the other midrashim, Solomon was 

opposed by an adversary, by Asmodeous the demon. Just as in the 

previous Biblical characterizations, the adversary is not powerfulJ¥ 

created. Its real character is diffioul:t; to understand. It is all 

bad, with no good £ea·hures. It is pure evil, rather than a character

ization. 

Solomon, is a public man. Unlike Abraham, the simple man o:f' 

faith., he has a kingdom to lead and guide. Abraham is always the 

1bld1vidual with a mission. Solomon is always the publio leader, the 

king. His wisdom is used for public purposes. He is the ji~lge; he it 

is who erects ·!;he magnificent buildings, who teaches his subjects the 

correct laws and sayings of the Bible. 

The midrashim themse~ves are a oh.arming collection of folk-tales 
\,,VV,.., 

and legends. Most are J.,l!lreligious in tonfJ. They a11. illustrate the 

pomp and wisdom of the king. Their attitude is moralistic rather than 

moral. Wisdom is second on:fy- to being at unison with God, 

'rhe miracles performed in behalf of Sol.om on a.re not ·l;he awe 

I 

I 



inspiring type we behold in conjunction with Abraham or Moses. They 

are small affairs. He finds the ring inscribed wi•!ih the ineffable name 

in the belly of a fish. True, the demon conjures up a two-headed man, 

but the demon finds he is not powerful to see him back to the netherwoJ:>lcl. 

Solomon is thrown through space., Even when describing the throne of 

Solomon, the mid:rashio writer keeps it within imaginary bounds. The 

rea.l miracles performed, a.re th:>ise of judgement, a.nd these only because 
.---•., .... , ... ,. 

Solomon's spirituality is at ~ne with God. 

Solomon as a man is not too well painted. He is the central hero 

of' the mid.rash, yet, the stor.r i tsel! is the esi:;ential par·~.. Any 

character would have served the. purpose. The mio:rashio authors merel.r 

take advantage o:f' the ola.ssical conception oft- Solomon as a. mEm of great 

wisdom, unders·banding, and knowledge, T,:--ue he beats the demon, he solves 

difficult la.w prob1ems, he rules wiseJ.v, he loves well, but in the 

final anal3"sis, we do not t,ruly' know him as a man, as we lea.rned to 

' know the other Biblicu,l characters. He remains the instrument of the 

storyJ the story never t!tkes m~oond place to the character. 



(l) 
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The sages, of blessed memory1 tell that Af~suerus wished to sit 

upon the throne tha,t Solomon had fashioned £or himself. And the 

lsre.elites pra;yed before the Ho4' One, Blessed be He. "O Master of 

the Universe, how oan you permit suoh a viJ.lain to si·t on the throne 

that Solomon used to sit on a.nd judge Israel?" 

For after the death of Solomon, Shiskak., the father-in-law 0£ 

Solomon,. took it as indemnity £01" olaims in bebiU£ of his widowed 

daughter. Sennacherib conquered Egypt, and oa.r1·ied the throne away 

with him, but marching through Palestine, he lost it to 1~~zekiah. 

Pharaoh Necho conquered it from Jehoash. A:nd Nebuchadnezzar got it 

from Egypt. 

The throne had six steps in honor of the six descendants of David, 

with lions standing on each step.. When the Pharaoh tried to mount the 

throne, the lions dwelt him suoh a bloy that he limped for the rest of. 

his lite, Therefore, was ha called Pharaoh Necho, or the lame. 

Nebuchadnezzar also wished to mount the throne, but he too was hit 

by the lions, and he never again tried to sit on the throne of Solomon. 

Darius, the Meda 1took the throne to India, but he did not venture 
' . vfi·· 

to sit on it himself. And Ahasuerus later followed him in his cautio}i' 

policy. Ahasuerus tried to have the throne imitated, but natural~ 

failed in this :project. 

And this is a description of the glor,;r and the beauty o.f' the throne; 

six steps flanked with gold rose to the throne., and whenever the king 

mounted., the lions would raise their paws and recite some law of justice .. 

(l) . VolumE) II l)age 85 f • 
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Gad ancl Nathan., the prophets., had a J)l.e,t;f'orm on either side of the 

throne. AJ.1 in all there were 70 such platforms £01• the e~ders of the 

tribes. Whenever witness' testified before the King., if they spoke 

falsely., the images of the bru.tes on the steps would make an 'uproar to 

oonfuse the liar, 

After the Temple was finished., Asmodeus was still kept in 

cha.ins in the palace of King Solom0n. Onoe Solomon quest:Loned him 

concerning the power of· the demons. Asmodeus told Solomon that he would 

:reveal his secrets· if' he could wear the royal ring engraved with the 

inef.i'a.ble name. Solomon consented, but as soon as the demon had it 

in his hands., he took hold of the king and hurled him far out of the 

country into another land, 

Thus., Solomon learned that he w~i,s no longer great and powerful, 

but one of the poo:t•est of the poor., and he wandered about a.s a beggar. 

And he was .finally taken into the kitchen of the king., and he served 

the head cook. After many days he was promoted to head cook. But he was 

unable to oonvinoe anyone of his former poai tion and reyal station. He 

knew that he was being punished for ffn.lltipl;y•ing women., horses,· and 

mater:i.a.l possessions" while he wa.s king in Jerusalem. 

The daughter of' the king fell in love with-Solomon. The king 

threw them both out of the Palace and exiled them to the w:tlderness. 

There, Solomon bought a fish, and in it discove:i:•ed the ring, which the 

demon had cast into the sea. Solomon then was again in possession of 

(1) Volume II., page 86 
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the name of God. So he :returned to Jerusalem, and after many ·hrials., 

proved himself the true king. When he finally confronted the demon, 

the demon clapped his wings together and va11ished into space• 

A big reception was given and the father of Solomon's wife was 

reconciled to his daughter. Because of her love and loyalty, she 

was blessed with a son., Reh-oboaf9, i.mder whose reign the kingdom split. 

(l) 
SOLOMON 

Once upon a time there was a very wealtll;Y man who had servants 

and property and all that a man•s heart could desire. He sent his 

son on a business trip to Africa and doing his absence, died. On 

the boy• s return he learned that one of his father's servants had 

succeeded in getting rid of all the othEJrS, and claimed to be the son 

of the wealthy man. As the bey could find no witnesses to testify in 

his behalf', ha was in danger of losing his estate. But Solomon heard 

0£ the rnatter and he took a drop of blood from each claimant. T:P,e 

blood of the natural son dyed the bones of the father, and the blood 

or the servant was_not absorbed by them. And thus Solomon was able to 

discover the true son. Therefore was it written, 11And Solmmon was the 

wisest of all men." 

During the days of So:Lomo.n., the king, there was a handsome young 

man who went from Tiberia.s to Bethar ·co study Torah. A young girl saw 

him and asked he_r .f'athe.r to betroth her to that young man. Vvhereupo:n 

her father followed him t:ind said, 11 !:f' you wish to ma1•ry1 I will give 

my daughter to you for a wife.'' .And the young me.n agreed. They were 

(l) Volume IV, page 146 f. 
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married and established a home where tl'l.ey lived happi~ for a year. 

At the end of the year, his wife said to him, "Please take me back to 

my parents that I may see them." So he provided himself' with horses 

and food and drink and maey dainties, and went with his wife to visit 

he:r parents. While they were upon the way, a highwqman held them up. 

When he saw the young wife, he £all in love with her and she returned 

his love. They tied up the young man, and the highwayman had intercourse 

with the woman. And afterwards he sat down to enjoy a good meal with here 

And all the while the young man was tie.cl to a tree and saw what was 

goi1tg on. Then the h:tghwey:man tock !t pi:t,cher and put it under his 

head e.nd went to sleep. While he was asleep., a, serpent came and drank 

of the wine, and spii its own poison therein. When the highwayme.n 

awoke he drank the contents of the pitcher a.11d died. And the young 

man beheld the miracle that had truten place. He said to his wife, "please 

free me of these ;ropes," a.r.id she answered., 11 I am afraid tbat you will 

kill me." rle swore that he wouldn•t., Then i,he freed him., and they 

returned to the house of her f'athel', When her parents saw her ·t;hay were 

very hapw and prepared a fea.st. But her husbarJ.d said, 11! oannot ea:b 

or drink till I tel,'.ey-ou what happened to me. 11 He told them the whole 

story oonoer11ing the highwa;rman, whereupon her father killed. his daughter • 

.And concerning this Solomon said., 1'And a. woman in all these I have :not 

(l) 
1{),Y,ALT'i. 

The Scriptural verse., 11! have found. one man in a thousand, but 

I have not disoover-ed one woman in a thousand", is explained in this 

mid.rash. 

(l) Volume IV page 146-147 
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A man noted for the happiness of his fa.mi:!¥ life was approached 

by the ki~g who said, "If he would get rid o:r his wife, solmmon would 

make him one of. the grec1.t men of' the land, and give him one. o:f' his 

own daughters for a wif'e.n The man, however, on his return home was 

unable to slay his wife. 

Solomon then approached tp.e wife with the same ty:pe of proposition. 

However, :J.n her case, he gave he1" a lead sword., ~ther than one of .. 
steel. And during the night, fJhe attempted to slay her hupband., and 

thus the king proved the tl.•uth of' the verse, "I have found mne man in 

a thousand, but a woman have I not fotmd • 11 

Onee upon a time there were three brothers., and they came before 

King Solomon in order to learn wisdom. Solomon agreed on condit:l.on ·that 

they i.~e:i:•ved him for a period of time. At the end of' the time, they were 

not satisfied with their progress, so Solomon paid them a sum or money 

and they left. After travelling :f'or a. time, the youngest deo;i,ded to 

return and g:J.ve the wages back, foi· he had come to learn wisdom. Solomon 

agreed. He taught him three things; e.lwe,ys camp bef'oi~e night falls, 

never cross a river in flood, and 11-lst., never reveal a secret to a woman., 

The youngest brother then left a.nd soon overtook his brothers. That 

night he camped earzy-, but they decided to p:r.esa forward. During the 

night a. blizzard arose and froze them to death. The next da.y the brother 

overt<!>olc them, :found them dead; took the money and pressed on. Soon he 

came to a river in flood. He waited, but some treasure bearers tried 

to swim across and they were all drowned. The b1•other then ·cook the 

gold. Jlfte1" he returned home, he mar:ried, and one day lll.e told his wife 

his secret. SUl:'e enough, in a qu.areel he was aocused of killing his 
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brothers a.nd robbing the oa:rava.n. He W/ll,S in danger of losing his life., 

but he sent to the king who baoked him up in his stocy • Thus he learned 

p1:1.rt of Solomon.hi wisdom. 

Il'.l the days of K:Lng Saul, an'& old man died., and left his young 

widow a.ll his wealth. The Philistine overlord looked upon the wom~n 

and desired her. So she hid her money in jars of honey, and gave them 

to an old friend 0£ her husband to gtw.rd. Whereupon she left the 

countrzr. After ma.lzy' de.;y·s the man gave a feast., and :r.unning short of' 

honey opened the jars., and discovered the mo1•iey. He stole it, and no 

man knew of. hi.a the.ft • 

. After mti.cy- clays the widow returned and discovered the theft. She 

Ap]lea:red before King Saul, but as there were not witnesses., he refused to 

try the oase., However, young De:vid heard her troubles and agreed to 

represent her. He showed that there were still several coins in one of 

the jai·s., and that therefore the widow was telling the truth* Whereupon 

all Isr~tel agreed, that the spirit of God wa,s upon David,. 

Once upon a time Solomon wa13 talking to Asmodeus who questioned him 

concerning the wisdom of' the king. And the demon offered to show htim 

a thing or two. So he conjured up one o:f' the inhabitants of the nether 

world. A creature with two heads and £our eyes. All the people were 

amazed, and then asked the demon to :i;•etum the creature to its place. 

However, this was beyond his power. So the creature took a wife, and she 
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bore seven sons, six normal., but one like the fathei-. After the dei!'l.th 

of the creature, the two hee.ded son demanded a double inheritance, for 

was he not two people? However, Solomon poured hot wti.ter mixed with 

wine on his arm, and with both his mouths the oreature called, 11Behold, 

I am dying. 11 And so ha was granted only one portion, £or he h@,d only 

one mind. 
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HIRAM 

Thirs $hort roidra.sh is ll'imilar to several otliers given in the 

minor mid:rashim. It is the sto1,y of a man who feels that he is 

superior to God, and above all the moral and physical laws of :natUI•e. 

Hiram is powerful, it is true, yet in the final test, he is found 

wanting. He ends his life in disgrace and s1l:f'fers a cruel and harsh 

death., a.nd all his work was swallowed up as if it had never been. 

The king is U\ken as a prototype to show that wealth and power when 

employed for profatt,B. purposes will alwa;rs oome to nought. 
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Hil•am., the king of' Tyre was 1:1. very proud an~ ve.in ma.n., He 

considered himself a god., and tried to make men believe in his 

divinity by making artificial heavens. In the sea, he erected four 

iron pillB,rs on which he built seven heavens, each larger than the 

one below. In the highest., he had pearls and diamonds so placed that 
~1)' t.-'1,a<:'.~• 

they shi11ecl-like stars. 
/..-, 
As Hiram wa.s :f'loa ting abov·e the earth, he sudde11J;y saw the prophet 

Ezekiel next to himself. Ezekiel told him that God had put him there, 

and demanded to know why Hiram was so proud of' himself,. Hiram ans

wered that he had survived ma.ey kings and hnd buried many prophets 

and priests. Whereupon God said; ''I will destroy ~ house, and 

therefore Hiram wi.ll have no reason to be so proud, 11 

And the end of the matter was that Hiram suffered a o:ruel and 

harsh death. His kingdom was overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar., and he was 

taken captive and forced to eat two fingers breadth of his own flesh 

soaked in vinegar every dq until he died. His palace was swallowed 

u:p by the earth.., and it will emerge in the future world as the habit

ation of the pious. 

(l) Volume V page lll-ll5. 





,JQNAH 

The character Jonah is the most lnunan o:f' all the Biblioal 

oharaoters portrayed in the m;l.nor. midrashitn. In his pathetic desire 

to oon£o:rm,to be/~e of the honest people, well. thought'of' and admired, 

he refuses.,,_ to go and wet:rn the peoples of their danger, "lest they 

:repent,, and he be known again as a false prophet. 11 Therefore, he flees 

far awey. The miracles, in a way-) differ from those performed by a stern 

and wrathful God, The ship is brought to port, though it is ''two 

dqs journey out11 so that Jonah may enter. There, like a ohil.d who 

has tricked his parents, he goes to sleep, When he is later thrown 

overboard and taken within. the fish, he is so comfortable that he 

neglects to repent.. He is always the comfortable man who above all 

wishes to be le.ft alone. · There is nothing heroie Qr noble in a:rzy- of 

his actions. Above a.lJ~, he is concerned with his own welfare, with 

the good opinion of the world. However, when he• fina.1.ly is brought by 

God to see the error of his ways and repent, the whole affair does turn 

out as he had forseen, the people repent, and he is again the false 

prophet. 

The oharaoter of J0nah is admirab~ set off by the unselfish actions 

of the pagan sailors. In their soli.oitude for Jonei.h's life, they follow 

the spirit of the Biblical narrative. The people of Niniveh also, in 

theil• d@sire to do that which was right, showed Jonah, the man of God, 

to be weaker than they. Thus, in steadfastness of purpose, in strength 

of faith, Jonah is by f'e..r the weakest of all the Biblioal characters 

treated. 
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Jonah was commanded to go to Nineveh only to show that Goel is 

everp:resent, that He rules not o~ in the heavens and the earth; but 

in the sea as well. 

Jonah did not wish to go. to that oit;r for he had twice prophesied 

-oonoerning Jerus~.le:m and on both oooas:f.ons · the people had repented, and 

God d:l.d not destrqy the city,. And so Jonah became knovm as the £alse 

prophet., Fearful le.st the same tem be applied to him in other lal'lds, 

he determined to flee, To test him God went so fa:r as to bring baok 

a sh:tp to the port ot Joppa wh@n upon Jonah's ar1·ival there were none· 

in port. 

So anxious was Jonah to get away £:rom God that he paid his :f.'w.1 

passage money in adv~noe. Once on the ship he retired to sleep, and 

wh1le he was asleep a. great storm ai·ose. The sailors pri:1.yed to no 

avail. Finally, they called to Jc:,nah and he admitted that the sto:i:111 hr:i.d 

arisen beoa,ase of hime The men finall;r agreed to throw him overboard, 

but onJ:v a.t'"b,er a-everal relueta.nt attempts, and on:ey, e,f'ter they saw that 

it was absolutely necessary to get rid of himQ 

Jonah was then swallowed by the fish, who told him that at the 

o:reation of' the world it was agfeed that he would. swallow Jonah at this 

time. Jonah was so oomforta.ble tJw,t God had to send a femal.e fish, 
' 

big with swal'Tl)a of young, she threatened to put Jona,h in he1 .. bel~. 

Whereupon he ag1·eed to go to Nineveh., As soon as Jonah agrE;10d to go 

to Nineveh the fish SJ?ewed him upon the land .. 

When .rona.h prophesied concerning the ciw, the people repented of 

tlleir ways. They even separated the cattle from their young so that 

their e:cy- also would reach up to heaven. Of thei~ own accord they 

(1) Volume IG page 96 f. 
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oontessed their pasterimes and demanded punishment for their sins .. 
IZd,.., 

And so God forg~we the people, an~ Jonah was i,nxious that God 

be still. ang~ ~ he fled from doing his word. So God caused a tall 

gourd. to grow up to shelter Jonah from the heat of the sun. When this 

Withered, Jonah learned the lesson of God's mercy to men. 

The midrash· compar~s Jonah in•the hem.rt of.the ship to the soul 

·ot man that is located in the depths of his body. The captain of the 

ship in asking.Jou.ah where he was from, what was his object, and where 

was he bound is comp~red to the good· inclination that constant]¥' demands 

a man to review his aims and objectives. The storrn at sea is compared 

to the troubles of life, that ca.use a man to re.fleet on his methods and 

actions. The roeks and the da.ngera of shipwreck remind a ma.n•a soul 

of the moral dangers and orisllis that are ever present, and force a man 

·t:.o steer hia course oaref'ull;r. 

When Jonah·is· oast overboard and is taken into the bellf of the 

whale he resemb.les man•s 001;1rse to the gravo; a,nd the three day stay in 

the bel~ of the whale is compared to the period in which a man•s body 

rots and deo~s. Just as there was peaoe and darkness -:tn the belly of 

the whale, so is there peace and quiet in the grave. 

And so just as Jonah found that God existed in the belly of the 

whale, so God can rescue .from the grave. And just as Jonah was rescued 

and spewed up upon the land, so man may be resm•reoted in the life to 





(l) 
~ 

The midrash makes use of the figure of Daniel as a mere peg 

upon which to hang an apocal;y~io utterance, about things which have 

already come to va,ss,. Ev:tdentl;y written after the coming of Mohammed 

and Abu Bekr111 the story purports to be a prophetic vision of Daniel 

after he hacl.;:;aeen· the desola:tion that had come upon the site of the 

Temple,. The biog:rapw of Daniel himself is a fantastic condensa. tion 

of' Jewish Histo:cy .from the time of Zedekiah in J'eri1salem until the age 

of Darius, in which both fact and circumsta.noe are telesoo:ped and dis

torted into a meaningless miniature. It is a sort of Vengeful·think1ng 

about the £all of the enemy of a later day• It is ver, simil:ta.r to 

the political pamphlet and is poor both in content and strueture. 

I am transl.a. ting a short section as an example of the style and 
(2) . 

content., 

"And I Daniel saw., that in their days., a king would a.1·ise, shol't 

of sta.tm·e and red in appearanoe (Red from F.dom). Treasure he had not., 

and the written word of God he does not observe. And he. shall- say that 

he if:l a, prophet., and he shal-.1 t:ravel on a oamel-. He shall be a camel 

driver ooming from the south to conquer the sons of man. He will greatly 

oppress Israel, and some of them will submit to him e.ncl to his fa.1th. 

But you., Daniel, warn Israel not to listen to him, nor to desert the 

laws of Moses and the true taitll of Iara.el. And as to the me,n who rides 

the oamel from the south., saying that he is a prophet, of. him tell 

them, Daniel, that from the soutb, never shall a. prophet come. And 

(l) Volume V page 117-UO 

(2) Volume V page 124 
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that whioh he speaks is falsel:looq. and deoepticm. From him and from 

those who elet;ive to him, will emanate man.v troubles fo1:· men. Their 

ld.ngdom shall la.st eleven years and he shall. die in the aouth.. And 

after him another king shall arise with a long beard and long hair.,. ...... 11 
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In reviewing the various obaracters that are treated in the 

minor roidrashim, we fi_nd that there are on:cy, fou:i:- characters that 

stand out in bold relief" ~he others are obscure and ill,--0.efined; 

they fail to 1eave us with e.ny ,real :impression\> We feel that we do 
, ...... -~ 

not :really U(l.de:rstand ~ the inl,l.ii1ttrer·personality of the Biblical 

cb.araob;;;~i~:~'!&;::,~n 5.or this vagueness of characterization is due 

to theJI midrl!l..$ him us&.i, th(~se individuals as foils, as a background 

for the message, for the utilization of an idea. 

However, in the four that are t:reated more i'ulq, na.melv1·: .Abra.ham, 

Moses, Solomon, and J ('llah, we £ind their pec'UJii.x•ities well defined I) 

We can discern their truer oba1·aoters. w·e can see their common t:r.ai ts. 

They reg:i,ster aa real personalities, as real flesh and blood people .. 

Thc--)se four, are .first and foremost, men of this world,. They 

work with human qualities, they are realistic and vital. All are 

called upon to propagate the word of God among people who are most'.ey' 

non-receptive to their ideas- All meet trial and temptation in the 

pursuit ot their of.:f'ioe, all are forced to spread the truthi regardless 

of their personal rea.etion:s. The· difference of their characters are 

tied up direct~ with their nearness to God. Jonah, for example, is 

the least God conscious of these men. Re seeks to escape doing God's 

word, and the midrash deals with his ,:•etum and punishment. All are 

prophets, Solomon, Moses and .Abraham, all use the mira.Qles to aid them 

in their work. All are punished when they re£use to obey. Thus, .both 

Solomon and Jonah meet punishment because they seek to ove:rrule Goel' a 
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voice .. Moses is punished for presumption., Working in different ways, 

they all illustrate that l.ife :ts tied up with the knowledge of the 

Almighw. Nature, too, ia under Divine sway.. The n~tura.l courses of 

the heavens bend to do the Divine will., Nothing is out of pl».oe if it 

iUuetrates Goel.fa power and ma.jest:,. As l.ong as tlle eharaoter is in 

sympathy with God. 1a weys, ·he prospers, but onoe he works for other than 

the Ends of God, then he falls upon hard times. Thus, Solomon,. is the 

apostle of Ged.. He sees the larger picture of the world., He utilizes 

his wisdom and power to glorify his reign, but onoe hex-ids himself of 

the ring, inscribed with the name of God, then he is east aside and 

stlffers hardships and evil. ti¥jles. Ae a militant messenger of God., he 

is always in sympathy wj.th the purposes of the world,but once he 

:f'orgets the13e ends, he is <1£· no use. Hiram, too, though a m:1.nor char ... 

acter, sins because., like Solomon, he considers himself. above. the 

laws ot God. 

Moses, is an unhappy character at times. For it is his ta'!Jk to 

he,rmoni:ze the ldea of a. wrathful and vengeful God, with· a people all 

too p~one to' sin and evil. Yet, unlike Jonah, ha does not try to run 

away from. his miss.ion. He al.ways reasons and softens the extremes. He 

uses the golden mean to a.ohieve his ends. His role as the 13upreme law

giver of :metnkint :Ls not used to it·s. grelil.test possibilities, but alweys 

in the background is the ideal 0f the perfect leader, Hwna.:n, · often 

erring, often mistaken in his ends, but never above our understa.nd.:Lng 

and love • 

.Abraham :Ls the most primitive oharaoter in the minor midra.shim. 
--

It is his naive, healt}zy', unquestioning faith that typifies his char~ 

aoter. It is this unswerving loyalty to his ideal, to Go.d, and Hia 

redeeming power that makes .him so child-,:like and lovable a character. 



He it is who undoubted~ inspired the medieval martyrs to sanctify 

God's name. Lusty, vital., with an eye to pbysica.l action., there is 

no subtlety or dishonesty in his make-up. He is always absolutely 

honest, brave, and uncompromising. A man who sees things simp'.cy', 

without complications or ramifications. He is the man who outs straight 

to the heax·t of a matter. For example: He asks Nimrod one question, 

the answer must be a ttyea•1 or a nno", the:i.-e can be no "maybe"• And 

Nimrod, the little opponent, is 1w.thetic in tryiDg ·to answer this 

question. He asks what he might do with th:1.s simple man of faith? 

All these men use miracl.ee to aid their cause. But Moses• char

acter is incl.ependent of the miracle, whereas·, Abraham., from bil•th, is 

directly tftided and helped by the miracle. When Abraham fights idolatry 

the idolat)}rs haventt ~a.· oh.a.nee. It is an uneven battJ.e, and as such 

we tend to lose interest in the character. supermen do not hold one's 

interest.. The tight is a ba:ttle against the power of God, no'l; J\;,braham. 

As for the minor characters, they are more or less traditional. 

Aaron is above all the pe~ce-maker. Tbere is little or no\ bite in 

his make-up, And as the world loves a fighter., he is la.rgezy ignored. 

in the minaor mi<.'1.1 ... ash:t.m. He is a good man, and a.is such is dismissed 

with a few words• He is lovable in a quiet sort of way• Bu:b the 

midrashio writers obviouszy pl ... e:f.'er to tell of the fighting fathers of 

Ollr faith. 

Enoa.h, or as he is sometimes oalled Hanoch, is comp,1..1.llte33' out 0£ 

this world. He is so ho~r and sacred, tbia.t when he dies, ht~ mex•eq 

changes his address. He moves up to heaven and suffers no pain or 

di£fioulty in his change of abode. A recluse, saint and idealist, his 
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character is negligible. He is used as a vehicle to demonstrate an 

ideal form of governmen·~, a way of li.f'e. 

Hi:t·am is treated onl;y in a superficial manner. Proud, vain, 

small of nature, be is portrayed onl;y to show his punisbment. He is 

used as·· a dovioe to speak of various Biblical verses. The midrash 

is itself duplicated in one of the Solomon series., 

Da¥id as a character is not well defined in the minor midrashim. 

He is a minor Solomon. The midrash parallels one of the Solomon mid

rashim. He sins, in presuming to be above t);}.e moral la.w, a common 

theme in the minor midrasbim, and is therefore punished. However, his 

adventure witb Goliath's brother could have oooured to any one of his 

generals. He is not d:i.stinot, and knowing the high place he holds in 

Biblioal and mi.dra.shic literature, it is :rather amazing thm:~ he has 

not been used as a basis £or more legends and midrashim., 

The t:reat:ment tendered the Biblical characters., their adventures 

and attitudes to the basic realities are easiq f.H~en in the mid1•ash1In 

themselves. Tht:11 a:re well...c:lrawn, they do not ha.v~:, split pe:rs<:>nalities .. 

They are popular legende, drawn :f'roindifferent sources. But· regardless 

of ~eir form, they reflect the Biblical influence. Though popular and 

light at times, they are always bent on pointing a mora~ lesson. 
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