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INITRODUCGTION

In speaking -of o history of a people, we are often prone to think of events,
political and social, of dates, of wars, of treaties. Though mentioning charac-
,térs thet have played important roles in the enactment of the drama of history,
we gonerally think of them only as they are recorded in tales and legends - as
peopleAwho have risen to the cccasiong that presented themselves, or as men whom
circumstances have forced’bd dbtras'they dide We are as a rule unmindful of the
peculiar traits of the individual hero or villain in,history. We seem oblivious
to the fact that the "person" was indeed a personality, humen, with qualities
and faults, with virtues and vices, capable of love and hate. Seldom do we,
unless we be historians, take into account the antecedent svents and circumstancesg
that are the roots whence spring certain chavacters. It ig not uncommon to dis-
rogard the environment, phyﬂicél and spiritual that have influenced men in hisgtory, ;

.
1, {} . ’2"‘,

moking them either benefactor ar malefactor of mankind. It may seem trite to say |1

that wers 4t not for peculiar circumstences, events in history would have come to |

paas, they would have taken on a quite different complmxion.

The writer essays to bear in mind these various "“bits of history" in the
endeavor to give an account of the life and work of Jacob Emden. In his desire to
portray the story of e character in such light, with the knowledge, that apparénblyy

unimportant details may be of major significance, he was influenced by his teacher

Dr. Deutsch,

With this ides in mind one feels that in okder to give s fairly adequate es-
timate of the life and work of Jacob Emden, one must procoed with a brief history
of Shabbatai Zewi andQﬁovoment. Perhaps if there were never a Shabbatai Zewi in

history, there would not have been a Jacob Emden, for Emden's attltude toward




this movement has placed him in the history of the Jaw.j :ﬁ
: /

Part one of this account then shall consist of a brief history of the Shabw
batian movement, The second part of this treatise shall be divided indo two main
sections, the first dealing withithe biography of Emden until the period of his resi-
dence in Altona, and the second section will deal with the remaining years of his
life. Part three will be devoted to an account of Emden's works. Part four, the

conclusion will be the expression of an appreciation of the man Emden.

/
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AN ACCOUNT OF SHABBATAT ZEBT AND HIS MOVEMENT

Shabbatai Zebi, the pseudo-Messiah, was born in Smyrna on the ninth of Ab

I626. He was of Spanish parentage. As was the custom of the times, his fatﬁer
.V-(Mbrdﬁcai) degired thiz his son should interest himself in the study of the Tal-
'mud. Shabbgtal, however, was not attracted to his study'of rabbinic literature

or perhaps it should be said that he was attracted more to the study of Kabbala.

He was eagor for the knowledge of the Zohar, Luria's mysticism fascinated him.

R &
He believed that Kabbala could only be mastered by an ascetic.1551*“ e T T
i

The year 1666 was to play an important role in the history.of the Tewish

by enthusiasta to be the Messianic year dufing which Jews were to witness the come
fiing of the Messish, and were to be returned in full splendor and pomp to their
land of Palestine;g The Zohar, the bible of the Kabbalists too gave testimony
with regard to the coming of the Messiah for it declared that the year 5408

(1648) would be the dawn of the erm 6f redemption.

Io Gr&@tz, J. H. Volo 'V- Ch. 4.‘

2., During the firgt halfiof!the 17th century some exitravagant notions
of the near approach of the Messianic time and more especially of the redemp-
tion of the Jews and their return to Jerusalem were set forth by Christian
writers and entertained by Jews and Christians alike. The so-called apoca-
lyptic year was assigned by Christian authors to the year 1666,

Jew, Enecyc. Vel I, p. 219

3. Ibid

A4 Fep
"..,rf:f LA

peeple. It was designated to be the year of the fifth Monarchy. It was proclaimed




At the age of twenty Shabbetai Zebi lmd become mister of a group of admirers.
His pleasing pefsonality, his comely appesarance , his paoculiar manners and his mode
of iife attraced people and he scon found himgelf to be the leader of a number of
followers. The year 1648 was approaching. Influenced by his study of the Zohar
and by his love of Kabbala, and feeling his,influence fem others, Zebi was not indifw

ferent to arrogate to himgelf unusual powers and honor. He proclaimed himself to | i*

be a Messish, the redeemer of Lorael. This attempted honor was not very successful,ﬁ
for the college of Rabis put him and his followers unnder ban. Zebi left Smyrna iniy
1651,

‘Aﬁter leaving Smyrna Zebi finds himself in Salonica, which wa: the home of mysw
ticism and subsequently a more fertile field for Kabbalislic fam-ies. Here too he
. gained adherence, but it seems that his profession, Messiah of the Jews, did not
meot with general approvd , for he was forced to leave Balonica. From Salonica he
travelled about, spending some tim%in Athens,20aifgy ahd Binally set out for Jeruw

3 \
sale (1663),

The year of the approach of the Megsiah was near at end, andZebi thus far was
unaucceésful in convincing people thathe was destined to be ‘the savior of %hé Jews.
But fhey who believe in fate and who depend on miracles do not dispair, Zebl had
hob@s and bided his time. Jerusalem was a fruiltful center for mystical fancy, and
the people of jerusalem were thoerefore amenable to Zebi's tactics and fantacies.

People in disfress,-particul&rly Orientals are susceptible to wonder-workers

Jerusalem were at this

who profess to relieve them of their troubles. The people of
time in very bad straits. The Turkishofficers had threatened them with extra heavy
taxation. Their only support could come through wealth, Thelr eyes turned to a
wealthy Jew of Cairo.- Zebi was chosen as delegate to appeal to hima Fate seem to
prepare for all this, for when Zeﬁi was in Cairo he had met this wealthy Jew (Raphasel

Joseph Halabi)andaa&won his friendship . Zebi took ®Tmuik this opportunity to play

the:part of savior in the Holy Gity.4 While in Cairo ho married ﬂgirlg whe was dem

«
“N £ "’,fz" it & S e
A Gl AR




w3
clarddto be the wife of the Messiah, Worshippers of Zebi who were influenced by his ‘

services in Cairo ( which were of greal benefit to the people of Jerusalem), date
his powers:-as a miracle~worker from this period.

While in Ceiro and on his return to Jerusalem, Zebi made progress in his dreams
Hoe succeeded in winning the staunch support of many followers. One who deserves spo-
cial mention was Nathen Ghazatl. His success spread with magnetic force but the
Rabbils of Jerusalem felt his power growing andbegan to oppose him. Zobi soon left
Jerusalem, His reasons for lea¥ing is a moot question. I'rom Jerusalem he conti-

: q
nued ‘traveling about, gaining adherence as he journeyed. His success seemed to be

ansass

of such a'nature thatwhen he returned to Smyrna'(1655),-the lan that had bem placed
was 5 4

'upon'him/either wilfully overlooked or consclously forgottens fere he dared to ane
nounce himself as the Messiah (New Year 1655). Hs did so publicly and from no other
place ‘than the synagogue, and was welcomed én,his new role by the people., His preo-
tentlons were accepted and the people actuaﬁly proepared for the time when they would
leavetthelr homes for Palestine., Jews and éhristians alike believed in him.6 Not
only the mages but also Rebbls and men of cdltural and philosophical minds were among
his adh@rents. His fame spread throughout the lends and produced wild excihtement

|
wherever his name was mentioned. ;

4, @r. - He of J, VOl-V, pe]25
5, Ibid p.133 Lo

6. Ibid




. _4__.
PLAN AND PURPOSE OF THE SHABBATTANS

It was part of the plam of the Shabbatians to modify and perhaps aholish
Rebbinical Judaism, An importent tenet of the Zohar, the allwimportant book of
the Cabbalists, is that in the time for grace, in the world order /sznv 251\ ﬁéﬂjgﬁ
_ ]

PRI is
i

the rabbinical laws of Judaism would become nullified, the regulations concerning
lawful and forbidden thinpgs would lose their significance completely. Sinece the
Messiah was at hand; to the Bhabbatians the time sesmed ripe for the neglect of

and disregard for the Rabbinic law, It can be readily seen that the Talmud with

ite rigorous laws wes a "“thorn in the side" of the Shabbatians. It bound them on
all,sidesg. . They could not pewpavee Pheir activities and their loose manners and

. o A .
feel compromised with the laws of the,Rabbis. The Messiah was to be their leader

and the Rabbis were t0 have no authority.

RABBIS' OBJECTION TO SHABBATIANS

This attitude toward Rabbinism may be properly called its declaration of
war. Though heretoforse Shabbatai could count emong his admirers or half-admirers
and followers many Rabbig, and though many who believed in -the Talmud also found
it plausible to support Shabbatai as Messiah and deliverer of Israel, these Rabbis
now objected strongly to the activities and pretentions of the Messish whose de-
gires were to destroy the law. In every community there could be found a few who
were not as staunch in their admiration for Shabbatai. Doubt crept into the
minds of meny who were celled 2’7923 , Their numbers were filled malnly by thoge} '3/ 5

who, acquainted with end learned in the Talmud desired to protect it from the atw

tacks made by those anxious to dethrone it from its seat of glory.

7. Whath@Bhabbatai himself dnew of this conclusion is doubtful. But
some of his adherents gave this theory prominence. A certain bitterness




e

It is necessary to point out that heretofore Rabbinism and Kabbalae were
closely related i.e. many Rabbis were students and staunch supporters of Kebbela.
This can also be seen from the fact that the cause of the variancépetwean the
Shabbataians and the Rabbis was not Kabbela, but’the ettempts of the Kabbalists
who were now followers of Shabbatai to negate the importance of <z Rabbinism.
- While their interest in Shaebbatai wened they remained true to the Kabﬁ&l&. They
felt that the attitude of hostility to the Schulchan Aruch and Rabbanism was har-
boreed merely by Shabbatei and his followers. The first step taken by the Sheb-
batians toward the disintegration of traditional Judaism wasg the changing of the
fagt of the tenth of Tebet to a day of feasting and rajoioiciug.a This order wasg
héeded by many. However, thoge who were adherents to the strict requirements of
traditional Judaism, and who expected the Messiah to add new burdens upon them

before the day of redemption could come, were horridly shocked at this decree.

The activities of the Shabbatians in Smyrna became a metter of great con-
cern to ﬁhe officials of Turkey. Their dreams were akin to expressionglof re-
bellion, >Th0y believed that in the year 1666 Zebi would place the sultan's crown
upon'his own haad.g Zebi wes summoned to the authorities to appear in Constan-
tinopole. In true fashion Shabbatel interpreted the summons as o measure in his
behalf, as anothe? opportunity to prove his Messiahship, just as he had considered

his trip to CGairo in behalf of the Jews of Jerusalem. 8o certain was he of the

toward the Talmud and the Talmudic method prevailed in this eirélde...
In their wanton extravagance the Kabbalists had so entirely changed the
coneeption of the deity, that it had dwindled into nothingness. ~Graetz-

8, Samuel Prime in the name of his divinity, directed a circular

to the whole of Isrsel in semi-official form, .
"The first-begotten son of God, Shabbatai Zebi, Messiah and redee~
mer of the people of Israel, to all the sons of Israel, Peace! Since ye
have been deemed worthy to behold the great dey and the fulfillment of
God's word by the prophets, you@lament end. sorrow mugst be changed into




w3 e
outeome of his journey to Gonatantinopéle that he made full preparations before he
set out on his trip. One of the most interesting features of his plan bs that he
divided the world into twenty-six parts assigning these partitions to his most de-

voted of friends and followers.

As if the events of his.life were predestined, he began hig jdurney to Cone
gtentinopole at the beginning of the year 1666. But arriving at the landing=-place
Shabbatai was arrested. Wheh brought before the high pfficiels and questioned as
te his intentions, he proved himself to be sither an impogter or a coward. His
reply wes of a ﬁ&turs to warrant his innocence. He maintsined that he was merely
o Jewigha 2%, and that if the Jews attached more importance to him, or: were greatly
attached to him, that all this was not of his doing. Despite his assertions he

wag Imprisoned.

Zebi's imprisonment did not have any evil affect on himy Instead of ta-

king his troubles to be an evil omen, he understood them to be signs of his great-

ness and importance. Nor did his plight effect any change of heart in his followers,

Zebi was transferred from Consténtinopole to the castle of Dardanelles at Abydos.

And to Abydos his followers flocked from all countires to catch a glimpse of the

imprisoned savior,

Belisf in Zebl became stronger. People'everywhere made preparations to
, 0
return to Palestine. Blessings were inserted for Zebi in the prayers.l Int o=

regt in him and devoltion to him emboldened Zebi so that he continued in hig be-

into joy, and your fasting into merriment, for ye shall weep no more. Re-
joice with song snd melody, and formerly spent in sadness and sorrow, int®
a day of jubilee, becausge I have appeared,“ (reetz - Hist. of the Jows;
Vol. V, p.143 - '

9. J.E Vol.XI, p.R3R2

10. Almost everywhere a prayer for him was inserted in the following




wl
liefs. He and hig followers went wo far as to annul more of the Rebbinic laws.ll
He iz said 1o have planned a complete change in the Jewish fewtivals, annulling the

traditionalsones even including the.Day of Atonement.

ZEBI ADOPTS ISLAMISM ﬁJf Vi,

But interest in him was on the increase both among Chrigtians and Jews. The
populace was in & veritable frenzy. The situation in Turkey at this time is not
difficult to understand. Matters came to such a point that the Turkish officials
threatened Zebi with cruel punishment with conversion to Islamism ag an alternative.
On Sept. 14, 1666, he was brought before the sulten and wes converted.lz

As would be expected, upon Zebi's conversion, some of his followers whose
faith in him wag Etrong}enougﬁ to allow them to be deluded thus far, followed
sulte and adopted xﬁ&éﬁ%ﬁg?ﬁ Zobi realizod that his act may cast sugpicion wupon
him, therefore & few days after his induction into the new faith he wrote to his
followers st Smyrnad "God has made me an Ishmaelite. He commanded and it was done.

The ninth day of my regeneration."l3

Though mome of his followers approved of his conversion and in turn abaf
doned Judaism, Zebi's adoption of Islam pierced the very heart of many Jewish con

munities. GCould 1t really have been true that they were following e mere phantom?

form: "Bless our Lord and King, the holy and righteous. Shabbatai Zebi,
the Messiah of the God of Jacob.," Graetz -~ H. of J.; Vol.V, p.150

11l. ...He declared the fast of the 17th of Tamuz be abolished because
on this very day he had realized his Messianie character..., He appointed
the 23rd of Tamuz (July 25, 1666), n Monday, - to be kept as a strict Sab-
bath, Ibid - p.151

12+ Gre. - H. of J. Vol.V, p.155
J.B., Vol,XI gives Sept. 16, 1666 as the day and refers to Buchler
in “Kaufman Gedenkbuch" p.453 Note P Breslau 1900

18, Gr. - H. of J. Vol.V, p.155
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The disillusionment was bitter. They were ashamed of their folly, were jeored by

young and old, mocked at by Chriskians. And in the domain oflTurkey disaster loomed
on the horizon, The aultan élanned to deatroy ell Jews in his empire, for the belief
in Zebi and in his plens was tantemount to rebellion. He was provented from carry-

ing out his plans by his counselors.

All thie did not put an endto the Shabbatiahcmovoment. Zebi still was the
distinguished Mesgimhe Many of his followers were not dismayed by the circumstances.
Samuel Primo, Jacob Igrael Duchan, Jacobh Fallimchi held fapt to Zebi, His conversgiosy
was enshrouded in mystery. Certainly the Messiah could not ha&e forsaken them..
Through their efforts the people rencwed the faith in Zebi., Once again congregations

in Bmyrna began to insert their blessing for Shabbatai in their prayers.

The Rabbig, ewmpecially those of Turkey, mnow felt that their word Wes noeded,
One more upriding of the Shabbatians might have meant doom for the Jews, end agein,
thoy wented to stemp out all traces of Zebl and his followers. They therefore placed
under ban all those who dared even to prénounce the name of Zebi or to converse with
his followers, andthreatened to hand over all transgressorg to seaularbuthorities.

Despite these efforts, Shabbatal's followers persisted in belie ving in him,l4 and

. . 15
even obgerved his rulings. o
4@ ',
In the year 1680 Zobi soon begen his revolutionary fantasies anew, He poged ‘fgﬁgﬁg
. (v--«w* . : .

|
ag o Mohamédan and%@rhaps influenced someof his Mew-coreligionists end perhaps inte- U»

restod them in the Kabbala., BHe was now given more freedom andbegan assoclating

J

with Jews more and more. He played a double role, appearing as Yew and then again

as Mohamedan., Despite lis conversion he persisted in his cla racter as

14, Gre - H, of J, - Vol.V, p.256 ff.




e 20
] .

Megssiah. He posed as an ardent Jew and then again as a devoted Mohamedan,

This double role undoubtediy arouged the suspicion of the Turkish authorities
and resulted in his banishment from Constantinopole. He wés sent to Duleigno, a
small town in Albanis, that had no Jewish population. Here he lived until the day
of his death dbandoned and foresaken. He iy said to have died on the day of Atono-

ment 1676, féy? b

R

28, JJE. Vol.XI, p.225 In many communities the 17+th of Tamuz and the
9th of Ab were still observed as feast days despite bans and excommunications,
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Chapter One

JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AT END OF SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

At a period when people are ihluenced by pure mysticism and are easily led

and influenced by flimsy dreams of one individual who ®®rogates to himself the

. " ‘ Y
power of saving an entire human race, one can expect to find the people to be “AlPlzdt

i 3

moved by reason-andpure thought., Possibly those who are opposed to the Kebbala or
to the mystic elements in religion may maintain that the study of the Zohar and Kabe
bala may have been responsible for the fﬁct that Jewish scholarship was at a véry
low ebb at the end of the seventeenth century and at the beginning of the eight;
eenths On the other hand they who are opposed to mere study of the Talmud, mey

say that the Jows of this period woere in this condition becauge they limited thedir

study to the Talmud.l

The messes were very ignorant and superstitious =and héving nons to lesad
them, or rather having leaders who were equally bigoted and superstitious, they
remained steeped in ipnorance and even utterly helpless. They depended on mlracles,
looked for wonders. Naturally then, such soil was fertile for the cultivation of
fake-cures and wondervworkerﬁ. The belief in magic spread as if by magic. Igno-
rent Rabbi and ignorant congregetion believed in and suffered because of this ab-
erration of the'Jewiah mind, The Rabbis wrote amulets (Kameos) which were believed

to have the power to cure one of disease. This work was often required of them and

N A
T AW

v ‘ JEIN .r!ffxfgag, N
they seemod to devote themselves to this duty,3 g ,)w‘

s‘
/

i

1. The leaders of the community were for the most part led astray wan-
dering as in a dream, and gtumbling at every step. But few rabbis occupied
themselves with any other knowledge beyond the Talmud, or entered on a new
path in this study. Graetz - Hist. of Jews; Vol.V,np.R00

2. QGraetz - H., of J. Vol.V, p.20L




w1l

. LITERATURE OF THIS PERIOD

Quite‘different from other periods of Jewish history, 1little of worthy
literature was produced at this fima, little of poetry was written, and history
was almost neglected. Rabbis wrote quite a heap of material, but the writings
were heaps upon heaps of petty quarrels, or groups of sermons, new and Unimportent
interpretations of Rabbinic works, and a few books of devotion. Many of the
Rabbig wrote pamphlets or books as o means 6 provide themselves with earnings,

In such a society one can not expect the morals of the people to be of the highest
character. Jews became very meterialistic. The method of attaining wealth was

of no concern; the main desire was to obtain wealth., People did not live in acw
cordance with the moral teachings of their religion. Jewish soclety became divie
ded into “castes™, the rich belonging to the “worthy" class. These rich and af-
fluent Jows were made leaders of the community. He whose fortune it was to have
wealth was givenﬁhonor and respect by the Rabbi and congregation.s Moét of the
Jews during this period suffered poverty, end this condition may,be responsible

for the state of affairs.4

INFLUENGE QF THE SHABBATIANS

After the death of Shabbatei Zebl, belief in him did not come to an
end. A certain Daniel Bonifaux, an uneducated cantor of Smyrna, kept alive the
belief in Zebi. The resuscitation of o bellef in Zebi was not to proceed wnbram

meled in its path. The Rabbis of Smyrna werc eager to provent trouble so through

3. A patire of ‘the period scourges very severely the almighty power of
money, to which all bowed down. The"dollar binds and loses, ilf@&ises the
ignorant to the chief offitem of the community." Gr. - H. of J. Vol.V, p.205
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their efforts Bonifaux was compelled to leave Smyrna. However, banishment from

Smyrna did not deter him in his aetivities. Kabbala spfaad its tentacles to Po-
land where it clung tenaciously. The doctrines of the Shabbatians wers taught

by & certain Mordecai of Hisenstedt (Mocheach). He seemed to influence the people
of Bohemia, Hungary, Moraviea, and Italy. He posed as Shabbated #isen from the

dead. Perhaps it may be said that the Shabbatian sect began in Poland at the ingtis

gobtion of thig Moses of Risenstadt.
f““‘“""“w'm

Wheon the SBhabbatian movement begen to show life within the borders of Ger-
many, the Rabbﬁé@s usual took notice and proceeded to attack the movement. The
Rabi to be consulted in this instance was Chacham Zebi, none other than the father

=
of Jacob Emden, and curiously enough the son of a most zealous Shabbatian.”

4, Ibid

5, Graetz ~ Hist. of Jews; Vol.V, p.221
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Shapter . Two

ZEBL  ASHKENAZI S

Jacob Emden, Yabez, was born &b Altons June 4, 1697, Jacob israel a8 ho was

{
1
called,was the son of Zebi Hirsh Ashkerazi,a noted Talmudist, who in turn wes a des~ |
i

condant of a long llqb ot wellgknown 8 His patern l grandfather whose name
TN TR

he bore was one of Lhe fhnn of Vilnae before the pen.odpof the Chmelniecki mssacres.

,,,,,,

r

His grandfether Jacob was in the locality which was traversed by the Comsakg, During
one of their attacks, he was separated from his wife and fan ily and had almost lost
his life et the handépf the marauders. Onlyse miracle saved him from death:B Shoértly
after this incidsnt Jacob reunited with his family,
Zebi, father of Yabez was born in Moravia, whene his faﬁherjoined the family

after his escape from the marauders. He studied with his father and with his

| grandfether, was diligent and capable. While a Wouth he went away fro his home,
journeyed to Salonica. He spewnt mogt of his time with Elijah Kovo.4 From Salonice
he returned to Bodin, his father' s home. While stili in his youth he acquired fame

ag a student. He wrote a series of Responsa which wore considered to he a menifesta~ ;

tion of hi#erudition.
: ! e
Zebi‘married into a family thatwas wealthy and respected in Bodin. In the

yoar 1686 Austria conquered the fortress Bodin irom Turkey.s During the attack on ¥

the city his wife andchild were killed 6 His parents end relatives

e
e e

.4,
At s

1. J.E. Vol. II, p.20L

2¢ Autos = Emden P.4
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were sent to'L

w0 Lo

't o Qg%ggimhaving been ‘taken captive by the Austrians. During the siege
i (T AN e 7
of Ubin (Budin), Zebi held office ms Rebbi in the city of Sarajewo. When he heard

PN——

1

[y

that his family were sent torggr%zg, he made his way to Germany., He had little of
money left at his disposal and vet would not accept financial &id.8 Then he began
a gseries of wanderihgs. Zebi travelled to Venice, thence to Prague. He had al-
roady achieved fame, and in Prague he was offered an opportunity to marry; he re-
fused and went on to Berlin, Here,too, he had seversl opportunities to marry into
wealthy families, These he refused; for he desired to marry into a family of honos
table lineage; he respected intellect and was not attracted by wealth. While in
Berlin he married Sareh, daughter of Meshalem Zalman Neumark, chief Rabbi of Altow

ne,Hamburg, and Wandsbeck.gv This Smrah was the mother of Jacob HEmden, and of four

other sonsg, and five daughters.

Zebi was soon elected as Rabbl in Altona, where the leaders of the con-

gregations built & school for him. To theis institution ceme students from Po= \
. !

1
3

land snd Lithuanie, for Zebi's knowledge was known to people everywhere. IFor thiﬁ

work Zebi accepted no remuneration, he taught for the love of the work. He hateé/

pelf , an& even refused to accept money for services for which other Rabbils did
accept remuneration and to which they were @ntitled.lg Zebl was very devoted to
the study of the Torsh, he was interested in neither perscnal gain or glory, he
lived a simple life and his aim was mone other than to fulfill the precepts of

his religie&; Jis time was spent in the school (T’I};’), though his income was
only sixty éézjégé a year. Living under such circumstances it is not surprising to
learn that he was neither strong nor did he enjoy good health, He was strict in
hig diet and admonished his children not to indulge in 1uxurié9, for luxuries meke

the mind du1.1.11 The admonition to hig children mey not sltend a sclentific test,
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but it sheds light on the men's desire for knowledge and for educated childron.

Culture, as he understood il, was paramount to all else.

Zebi taught for a period extending to twenty years. He acquired fame
not only in Altona, Hamburg, and Wandsbeck, but also in other countries. He was
known even in Jerusalem.. Polish Rabbis as well as Rabbis throughout Germany wrote
to him for his opinion on different questions that perplexed them. His word was
law not only to the Aghkenszi Rabbis; even the Sephardic Rabbis sought his opinilon.
He was actually congidered as authority. H e secem d to care for the religious
life in Jewry, seeing thatmany W@f@ lax in ‘thelr observances, particudrly on the

Sabbath and to Passover, he issuednew decisions (ni/p-).

Zebi was father to tho needy and eppressed. Charities were distributed through
him t0 those who woere in want. He was entrusted with,vast sums, for the wealthy
knowing his honesty and his strong character realized that@rdper distribution would

be made by him.l-2

The community of Jerusalem hddddepeddddffiorilts exigtence on money sent from

Buropean countiies. Cugtodians of the moneys collected were located at Frankfurte

am=Moin, Vienna Venice and Jerusalem. But the Jews of this period,being of a

: 3
lower morale then was characteristic of the J@w,l were not careful in the distri-
bution of charity, Vast sums of money were embezzled or lost which fact had

dragtic effect on the people of Jeruselem .

5. Ibid =~ p.4 Note &
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The community =% Jerusalem (the Ashkenazic element) was almost reduced to a minie

mum. When Zebl was Rabbl ih Amsterdam he took upon himself the task of digbribiie.
ting the moneys for Jerusalem through reliable parties and in a systematic manner.
Jecob Emdeniin his au{obiographyl4' atates that he had seen the receipts for the
moneys. This act on the pert of Zebl was meant to énablo the people of Jerusgalem
to establish relizious smchools and congregations, as did the Sephardic Jews who
were supported in thelr enterprises by contributiong from Amsterdam, London, Mow

~— 12

rania and Turkey. Z2ebi had warned the German Jews of the Embezzlement of funds,

Mgy

but his cries fell on deaf ears.

Zebi Ashkenazi socemed to be different from the average Rabbi of that day.
This well-versed scholar in Talmud and Rabbinic literature, whose education,extbend-
od heyond thegse borders. Jacob Emden speaks of hig abilities and qualities,l5
and considers among those worthy of mentlon his knowledge of worldly affalrs, his
ability to speak Spanish, Ttalian, Turkish, Hungerian, and German. He considered
him an able statesman consulted in secular and political matters as well as on
matters of Jewish concerni He was of an affable nature respected by those who
“knew him, for they reslized his sincerity and cogscientiousness. He wam offered
financial assistance when in need but was persistent in his refusals of aid.

Shortly aftor his gsecond marriage ho ongaged in buginess with a partnér;
he investod money, expecting to devote himself to hig studies. The buéin@ss wag nob
successful, the money wag lost, the partner fled to Amsterdam. This affair led him

to worry end he was soon overtaken by sickness.

1l. Auto. - p.l2
12. Auto, ~ p.1l&
13. Cf, p. 14

14‘0 Au‘tO. hind ptls




He recup@raﬂed from his financial loses. Frionds of his aided him in new

buginess enﬁurprlses which proved very successful. Among his friends was a certain
4;\1“, '

Reb Moges. His financisl pursuits brought himzsufficient fer his needs and he

—

persistenﬁly bofuged ho: acuépliremindration florihis dervices to the community,
)%ywwk%ﬁ
After the death of Zalman Miriles, chief Rabbi of the thrce communities

[ O
(Altona, Hamburg, and Wendsbeck), interest was keen in the election of a new Rabbi.
One party favored the election of Chacham Zebi, son- Jnulawaf the ,departad leader,

/} iy Al # M.ﬂﬁgfi sl
while another group favored the elsechion of Rab Mélr ben AJex on der Rothenberg,

son-in-law of the wealthy Israel Furst. Zobi had been elected Rabbi of the two
commnities, but the division arose in Allona, where it was finally decided that
both Rabbis should serve, for sariodg of six months eq.ch.l6 Quarrels multiplied;
and Zebi finally decided +to return to his work in the school (rabbl of the Klaus)lV
and refused to recongider the position of Rabbi of Altona dcsp:tu efforts on the
part of his friends, who urged him to hqld his post.

Shortly after resigning from his post as Rabbx in Altona, ho wasg elected as

pE ﬁ,w’gé' &
Rabbi of Amsterdam in 1710. He accepted this position at a galary of seventy-five

[P,
T A sy PO

gillders annually. He refused o accept gifts for hie services, desiring to be ine
dependent and to be obligated to none} he wished to act justly and honestly in
his official capacity, and refused remuneration for any dutises that he pﬁrformod.l9
He was honored and recognized both by Sephardic and Ashkenezic, (generally one

Rabbi was not satisfactory to both parties).

From the very beginning he encountered a hostile party. The community had

a
beon divided through/conflict over two eawbors. <. The prevailing party was headed

15, Auto. - p.lé

16. Auto., ~ p.22; J.E., - VOL, II, p.202 ;= Does not mention that contro-
versy arogse only in Altona

1‘7. JGEI - VOI. II, p.202




By a certain AArow (akish, Efforts were made by them to win the favor of Haham

R

Zebli, but the latter decided only on the scale of merit, which in this case was
’ 20

due ‘to the weaker party. The woaker party wes finally vindicated by the government.
Matters came to the point that they wanted him to resign when his contract termie

nated. 21

Though his father was o follower of Shabbatai Zebi, Hoham Zebl was a

strong opponenﬁ of the Shabbatiens., The occasion presented itself wh'le h wes in

Ammterdam, td-make clear his point of view in this matter. Chiyya nglem had

made his way to Amsterdem. He was mistaken by Zebi to be an old enemy of his but
A2
was rectlfned Zebl, gentleman thatl he was acknowledged his mistake,

h*ﬁ

when the err?

However, Chayylm wé

DA
BT SOy

translated to being a believe in Shabbatail Zebi. Ghayylm relented from his courss

o

for a time but soon soon reaccepted his former faith in Shabbatai. Thess actions _

aroused the suspiclon and curiothy of even 8O, of }ho Portugese members of the
g,  [woliecftind (Rl G Gee
: t 15 i ¥ @
community. A certaln Moges Ghagis gided with Gnacham Zebi (A@hkenazl) and laber

T

was asked to examine the wrltlngu of Clmy;gr:.m.z3 When the 1nvest1gat1ng committee

M
who favored Hayylm failed to report the results of its invesgtigation of Hayylm ]
%% Aftor this

4 5 B A

[l 2N

works, Ashkenazi placed the Sgﬁbpgtmans under ban (J,ly 23, 1713).
action the other party led bygAyllon, Rabbi of the Portugese element announced

that Hayyim was innocent of the chargea.aB Ashkenazi did not find himself in come :;f
s TRG BN

18, Auto. « p.24

19. Ibid

20, TIbid - p.R9 f£f.

Rly JeB. « Vol.,ITI, p.202;~ atates that record found which shows thet
Ashkennzi's salary was withheld from him,

22, JuBu « Vol.II, p.202
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fortable circumgtances after these proceedings, for the Portugese element was the !
more prpminent, being the most wealthy, holding the highest positions in the commue-
nity, and owing their advantages to the priority of their residence in Hollando26
~ Ashkenazi stood alone except for a few friends that remained loyal to him. Seeing
that Ashkenazi could not be swayed from his position, the influential Portugese

element took the matter to the secular courts. It is interesting to note here that

Ashkenezi experienced a cycle of events in his anti-Shabbatiencactivities similar to

~ those undergone later by hisg son.

Professqrs wers consulted for opinions in the case and the king was ape-
pealed invthe behalf of Hayyim, because of the latter's belief in Zohar, Hancevﬁhe ??
king perforce decided in favor of H&yy&mhzv -This action and ‘the infidelity 6f the
Portugese caused Ashkenazi to leave Amgterdam. His family was sent to Emden, while

his family journeyed to London in the beginning of 1714,%8

His deeision to go to London was due to the invitation tendered him by Se-
phardic Jews of London, men who knew him when he was head of the school of Albow
ne. At that time the Portugese of London wanted to eleet him as their Rabbi, but
he refused b@cauée a8 he maintained, hé desired to live as an Ashkenazi and to

raige his family in the same form of Judaism,

However, when the hews of Ashkenazi's trouble reached London, he was called
and received with great honor. Their love for the man was so deep: that they desired
a portrait of him which he r=fused because he believed that photography wes 1% Jeyr

S Ry g P P R

Nevertheless, a portrait of him was obltained by some means,

24.‘0 -TeEn hidd VOl.II, p.202

25, Auto.- pq30 Emden states that Ashkenazl's opinion was accepted and
later the book in quegtion was taken fron1§1m. The party that examined the
book favored Hayyim and made a favorablegi They then turned the hearits of
the community against Ashkenazi




. n=20m
After the festival of Passover, Ashkenazi returned to his family in Emden.

" He ‘then proceeded to Poland, stopping for a while at Hanover, Halb974sﬁadt, Berlin,

and Breslau.gg

While in the vicinity he was celled to Hamburg to serve as a member of jue

dicialbbardconvened to settle a complicated legal queation.30
&

In the year 1717, Ashkenazi was called as Rabbi to Lemby&g. Though he held
office for only four months, he was honored and respected in his congregation and 57
i ﬁr ”

by the community at large. The Jews of LBuberg were sltegped in ignorance, and Ash-

R

kenezi planned and actually began to teach them Jewish lore, but his efforts could
not bear fruit, for soon after he acoeﬁted the position he died (Rosh Chodesh Iyar

1718) . 31

Ashkenazi was one one of the most distinguished men of his day. Scholar, un
selfish, honest, and devoted to truth, he oftenineourped the wrath of those whom he
bitterly opposed. He was lamented by his contemporaries, who united in praising
his learning. Only part of his works have been printéd - hisg 3% goan parep

which he wrote and edited while in Amstordam in 1712.°°

Ashkenazi raised a son who congclentiously and eagerly continued the work
for which Ashkenazi prepared him, In scholarship, character, and interests Jaob

Emden was a worthy won of his father,

26, Auto, ~ p,32

7. Auto, -~ p.34

28¢ J.E, = Vol,II, p.203
25. Thid
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31. Auto, - p.45 ff,
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Chaptef Throe

JACOB  ENDEN

Jacob Emden, whose resl maeme was Jacob Tgrael ben Zebi Ashkenazi wﬁ%c@ is
derived the name "Yaabez" resembled his father Ghacham Zebi whom he made his model
in 1ife.l He was & welcome child being the first son born to his parents, being

prececded by three girls,

- Shortly previous to Emden's birth, his father suffered great financial losgs
in a business enterprise in whiech he had been engeged with a partner. These losses
had greatly affected his health and he became a victim of‘the bubonic plague.z
Being critically ill Ashkenazi journeyed to a health resort for recuperation, but
returned in time to introduce his son into the covenant.of Abrgham. Fmden was born

on the fifteenth of Sivan 1697,3 Ashkenazi was then forty years of age.

Emden was not blessed with a strong constitution, having been inflicted with

many diseases, at times being critically ill.  He was a pampoered child, but his

parents took care not to carry the affections to the point of gpoiling him. At

“the age of three Brdon was sent to school. He was diligent in his studies, for at

-

the age of five he had completed p1573 n50hn , His His early school days did not

- beneflt him physically. His father &m&llzed the evil effects that this early trai-

Mty

ning had on Jacob, snd determinedYto send his other sons to school so early in life,”

Jacob continued to study with his father during their perioed of residence in Al-

tona and from 1710-1714 during their residence in Angstordam.

l. Graetz « “Gesch. der Juden" - Vol, X, p.357, note 2: J.H. Vol.V,
p.149; .- Bmden was officially called Jacob Hershel.

2. Auto. - p.54;~ BEmden calls it the black disnaso whlch is generally
understood to be the bubbdbnic plague. -
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Bmden was still a child when he realized fully well the meaning of his fa-

ther's experiences in life. It scems that Ashkenazi's financial losses were the
cause.of great worry to him, for Jacob attributes his father's poor health to his
father's financial losges.! He and his sisters well understood the troubles that .

r NNNNN
, . ) 8
hig father had experienced in the community of Amsterdam.

In the year 1710 Ashkenazi answered the call from the community of Amgterdam.
A controversy aroge over the position of Chazan (cantor) which added seriously to
“the worries of Ashkenezi. BEmden seems to have been greatly affected by his fether's

. . 29
experienceg, for he mentions them in his autobiography,

Emden wes Bar Mitzvah at Amsterdam. Shortly after this milestone in his
life began a period of disiress for the family of Ashkenazi. During thig period
condutions were not conducive to study. The pefiod referred to by Emden is theﬁék
one during which his father incurred the hatred of those who supported Hiyya Hai;j .

yim. Bmden attributes the blame for the troubles Lo Solomon Aylon, Rabbi of the

| o

Portugese olement, 10

Ashkenazi had gone to London (1714) after he had given up his post in Ame-
gterdam, The family wds sent to Imden. The mother and her five sons and five
daughters all of wﬁom wers born at Altona remained without their leader for a
few months., Upon Ashkenazi's return from London, Jacob was offered an opportu-
nity to marry the learned daughfer of & certain Reb Looh Emden, Ashkenazi opposed

the mateh for a reason fhat he did not divulge,

-

L]

4, Gr. - "G. dor J." ~ Vol.X : gives date 1698
4, Auto, - p.56'ff.

5. Ibid

6. J.E. = Vol.V, p.149

70 Au‘LO. o p'57

Though Emden felt that the marriage
‘ S 7 Ceoal AT
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would have Bénefited him him and would have provend a worthy one, his love and res-

pect for his father prevented him from expressing his viaws.ll

The family soon began journeying to Poland. During the year 1715, Ashkenazi
' ' 2
was calledﬁo Hamburg to judge a complicated legal case,l and ‘took Jacob with him.
Emden waa%mrickh with a blood-disease and wgs forced to remain in Hamburg for a

time. He then returned to Breslau where Emden was married,+3

Ashkenazi valued education and honor more than wealth and deésirédotbhat his
children should be joined in wedlock only with members of cultured families. Eme
den married the daughter of Mordecai ben Naphtal Cohen, Rebbi of Ungerisah Brod
Morauia.14 At the age of seventeen lmden was separated from his home, for shortly
after his marriage Ashkenazi returned to his duties in Hamburg and Emden journeyed

with his wife and his father-in-law o Moravie. >

Emden's geparation from his father had its effects on the young man. Hig
- weak condition, his desire for study, and above all his love for his father made

. , 16
him feel his lonesomeness.

Bmden wes promised dowry, which his father-in-law could not supply. He had

17 Conztant

even used all the money given am~gifts by the friends of the family.
requests for the money that Emden needed were of no aveil. This disappointment
soon led to unkind feelings, made Bmden miaerable,'and almost led to EBmden's se-

. 18
paration from his wife. Though this lack of funds was of greabt significance to

Emden, hig gre&teét fack was not material bul spirituaie Higs desire for study

90 AU’EO. hid I)nSI/ ffc
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was greelt. His studies were interrupted during his father's troubles in Amsterdem.

Here in Moravia he had little opportunity for study. His library consisted solely
of the g 1 whieh he received asna wedding present, and though his father-in-
law possessed many valuable and necessary volumes, condlitions were such that Emden

did not care to make use of his father-in~law's library,lg nor hig literary wealth,

At Ungariah-Brod Emden spent three years during during which he was occupied
as lecturer in Talmud. He rofused Lo accept remuneration for his services, He
enjoyed the work and was very conscimntious in his duties. But his pleasures were
short-lived. News came to him of the death of hig father, and Emden journeyed.to

Lemberg in 171870

nite in Lemberg he continued teaching and was offered the position ashead
of +the gchool, which offer he refused. Though many urged him to remain o Rabbi
and teacher Bmden was far from anxious to accept a post as Rabbi@’ He was quite
young and humblé eni did not feel that he was capable of remaining as teacher, f.e.

of properly fulfilling his dutiesagl

Emden was almost persuaded 1o remain in Lemberg, because of the plight of
‘his father's family: Favorable economic conditions and the future of the family
were of great concern to him. About nine months after Ashkenazi's death his wife
died at the age of forty. Emd@n‘took sick shortly after this. The family anml
the property was taken to a brother»in¥law of Jacob.zg

Emden had written to his wife asking her to come to Poland, where he wished
to remain. Being young and living with her parents she refused to join him. Fn-
den remained in Lemberg until the winter of 1719. He atltened to several family

mattors. Of the little inheritance left, Emden took naught but the unsold copies

13,  Auto. - p.60

14. J.E. - Vol. V, p.149
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of the Responsa that his father had written.®3 To him was left the obligation

: 24
of disposing of them in order to obtain funds for the family. ;

Arriving home (Moravia), BEmden was again strickoen with illness. After his
recovery, he again set out on a journey, this time with the task of disposing of
his father's books, and to coll ct deb@s due to his father., He hdd peid some of
hig fether's oblig=tions from his own capital, hoping to replenish his purse with
the money he wouldﬁqqllect. His first station was Hamburg. Success there depen-

ded on & certain Baar Cohen (]“ZLﬁ), friend of Ashkenazi and Tmden.

L

Reb Mordecai Cohen had indebted himself to Reb Hdndele who in turn was ine
debted to Ashkenszi. OCohen's wealth was squandered and stolen by his children,
hence Reb HEndelo could not be paid; this fact ultimately meant great loss to
Emden. Not all was as discouraging as the first case appeared. A cortain wealthy
Reb Eliezér London had heard from his sons (who lived in Hamburg) of the death of
Chacham Zebi (Ashkenazi). He donated th= sum of one hundred dollars for the or
phans-of Ashkenazi, but this sum was nevgr received, for a son of the donor had
also squandered his father's wealth. Thus far Emden's trip afforded him little
profit, in fact he did not even collect enough monecy to cover his travelling ox-

- penges.

Emden spucceeded in selling copies of the Responsa of Ashkenazi in Hamburg,

Altona, and Wandsbeck, to the leaders of ‘the communities; though he refused to

15. Auto. - p.49
16, &ubtd. p.6l
17, Auto, p.4R
18, Ibid. p.6l
19.. Ibid

20, Auto. p.62




send complimentary copies to anybody, as meny others did in order to obtain gifts.

He had the opportunity to become wealthy and enrich his family, for the Jews in

Germany enjoyod affluence. Hmden sold few. copics of the Responsa.&6

1

From Hamburg Emden journeyed to Hanovér whore he lived with Gompel Hanover,

ho together with his brother he enjoyed riches =nd honor. Here Hmden did not fare

well, for shortly after his arrivel the two brothers absconded because of financial

difficulties. The property that wes left was attached by the government, Emden ine

Hocently suffered, for hig property and money were included among tho property of

the guilty br‘othex‘soz7

Emden then jgurneysdd to Frankfurt-am-Mein which had been the crowning com-
munity of Ashkenazic Jewry., Fire had made a visitation on the city and the people
suffered great losses. Emdeon did not wish to put wish to put the books on sale
. » . . <8 . . .
because of the plight of the people, =~ though he would have succeeded in disposing

of some of the books.

Having met with little success Emden determined té return to his home, bub
wap advisod to go to Manheim and Metz, IFeeling that he would be destined to moet
with feilure, he wag about to start for home, when another suggestion came to him
to go to London. Bmden accepted the suggostion becauge a certaln Mordécai Halge
burger had returned from India wherehe had obtained vast riches. A brotherein

law of Mordecal had sug

€

gosted that Nmden journey to London. HEmden undertook the

trip which was beset with danger. His efforts were futile; 1ittle success met

21. Auto. p.63

22. TIbid p.64 £f,
23, SGC‘% p?,O

24, - Auto. p.?@

25. Ibid p.71 f£f.
26, Auto. p.75 ff,
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him in London.z9

The following spring Bmden began his return trip by way of Amsterdam. .Whon
he arrived at Amsterdam he was agein visited by sickness which retarded his going
to Moravia. From Amgterdam he journeyed to Prague.

Bibegehvda was al this time Rabbi at Prague, and had already begun losing
thc respect of ‘the psople. Rum&?é?gpread which eagbes suspicion on him as Rabbi.
Even the Rebbis of the vicinity were lax to oppose him, because they had great
regpoect for his family and wife's family wﬁo were very powerful and had influence
particularly with the Catholics. Despite the Rabbis, Eibeselnitz's true self was
known to his associates and family.go His own father-in-law wished to digown

him, 5%

Emden arrived home ompty-handed; he had accomplished very little and had
gpent the money that he had possessed. His home was in a sense poverty-astrid en
and Bmden saw little opportunity for success in Moravia., During his travels he
had noted thalt there was better opportunity for a 1ivelihood in Holland. He then
engaged himself as broker dealing in pelte that were “bought at Hungary and sold
at Amsterdam. Though this new enterprise seemed successful for a time it soon
proved itself Lo be a complete failure. Among other business experiences Emden
engaged himself in the sale of jewelry, but it seems that his commercial activi=-

ties dld.not meet with success. The jewelry business forced him to travel. He

27, Auto. p.75

28, Ibid p.76
29, Ibid p.77 ff.
30.‘ Auto., p.Bl
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had crossed into Germany eﬁpectiné to dispose of his wares, but was apprehended

by officers at Pressburg and brought to trial for his offense.32 While at Pressburg
ho lived with a certain Rab?%i Moshe who had once been the head of a schoolal Lo

berg. He made his home in Pressburg until his trial was settled.

VWhiie at the home of thisRabbi he became introduced to the underhanded acts
that were current at that time. A certain individual had coms to Pressburg from
Prague from the school of Hibeschittz. He carried with him libelous pamphlefs of
his teacher who had consulted certain leaders of Vienna who had visited Prague,
These leaders had roturned to Vienna with writings of their Rabbi (Eibeschittz),
Similer proceediy s were cuprent in Pressburg. These writings were at this time

Rabbi : :
at the house of/Moses., Several of the men of the community decided to investigate

&
the baggage of the visitor that came to Rabbi Moshé and found among his belongings

manuscripts written by Bibeschltz. These writings were mystic aid oﬁ?strange ng -
ture. Rabbi Moshe who was unacquainted with Kabbala,perhaps had not realized the
import and meaning of those writings, snd was eager to knéw what dispésition should
be made of them. Bmden realizing thelr import suggested that they should not be
mede public. The writings contained reproaches, blasphemieg,and misrepresentations

of the secrets of Kabbala, and therefore Emden thought they should be burned. At

any rate none should be aware of them, and no benefit should be derived from them.

Emden realized that he had nothing tangible to work with so ho decided merely
to keep the metter in mind. He concluded, however, that Eibeschutz was r@Sponsibie
for the pamphlets though Eibeschutz did not affix his siguature to them, and the
authorship of the pamphlets wesc kept secret. Even the disciples dared not divulge

the author, revealing the secret only to their immediate friendsoag

32, Auto. p.85 ff.

33, Ibid p.88 ffi
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Beonomic circumstances that surrounded Emden were not of the most favorable
, ' him roffers
naturs. His friends were ready and eager to assis@/but al%/were refused, Emden dee

- giring no assistence or charity.

Emden continued on his business travels with Amsterdan as his destination.
Here he was again attacked by a chronic ailment which remained with him for o

period of twenty years.84

Emden was not limited in his desire for education. He did not believe-that
one should exclude secular knowledge, ﬁhoﬁgh he felt that a Jew should not occupy
himself with secular knowledge except during twilight hours.BS' Emden hed a deep
yearninﬁufor %ﬁudy,f He was anxious o know foreign languages and history. While
in égﬁiéizzzrﬁﬁﬁgg%diod German and also became acquainted with Latin script. His
new acquisitions he obtained not in any regular manner but by snatches of information,
He learn&d_to‘read the language of the people of Holland, end to undersband some
Latin., Hig desire for information led him to the fields of law??git@rature; he
acquaintéd himgelf with the customs of-the people, with their ideas regarding J®wry
and Judaism, he was anxious to pursue the‘social duties that were necessary for

cultured people, In the fields of science he also desired information, acquainting

himgelf with,Botény, philosophy, physiology, and medi.cine, 50

Upon loaving Amgterdam for Altona, he passed through Emden where he was
u?ged to accept a post as Rebbi and teacher. Though he disliked the Rabbinate and
had determined not to accept any position, he saw that the people of Emden were de~
sireous to have him, that he was elected unanimously, and that %hay were without

] A ot N 37
any religious leader. Emden accepted the position of Rabbi (1729) whence he dew

34. Auto. - p,98 ff,
35. JAEG e VOl.V«, p.14.9

36. Auto. - p.96 ff,




~30-
rived his name. He spent part of his time writing, completing some of his works

that he hed begun elsewhere. He was anxious to lead the people in tho proper path,
and therefore issued new decisionqﬂp;}pd\, im order to turn them from their errirg

38
ways. ;o
:]”—f «i; = / L
(™ [ - ‘ )
He offered his services as Rabbi and teacher gratis. He refused to accept’ ~ ‘&
' e et : bj P, {;{?ﬂp .
money from rich or poor. He insisted upon being independent thought the people

woere accugtomed to pay the sum of twenty-two dollars for each sermon that was de-
livered. Heo wses Pfeluctant to preach, desiring to devote his time to study and
teaching, not with a sense of pride nor to make his studies the source of material

bonofibe o

Emden refused to show favoritism. He was not affected by the psychology of

the mass, and refused to,lower himself to the level of the people of his day, who

respected, honored, and flattered those whom fortune had favored. Many of the
Rabbis of the time had favored the wealthy members of the community, but Emden

goon mzde the people aware of his stand on such matters.

, 7 s . e
T oy o bR A B o %ﬁ“%' 7
D L .
A certain Cohen Jonathan Levi, a wealthy resident of Bmden fearing Bmden as
T N e,

_ leader of the community became an enemy of his. He fell that Emden az Rabbi would
affect ths prestige he onjoyed -~ that of lay leader of the community. Emden's pro~

decessor had obeyed the commands of Jonsthan who had wilded influence and had ige=

sued ‘orders in congregational and community affairs. But wealth vresented no special

reagson for Fmden's respect. Though Jonathen had favored the election, he soon gave
h¢ 5 ’

et

o

37. Auto, p.100 £f,
38, Tbid -~ p.1l01

39, Ibid
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gvidence of his dissatisfaction with Emden, showed him little respect ahd desired
to belittle him in the eyes of the people. Hmden planned to leave the Rabbinate,
which he had accepted reluctantly. But +the love for him that the community at

large evinced, prevonted his deserting them.

Jonathan had suffered financial losses and had also been visited with {roubles
in his family. Whether hecause of these incidents or not, Jonathan soon befriended
himself once more to Tmden, ani the latler enjoyed the support of the entire come

muniﬁye4o

Though Emden received the full support of his people, his residence in Emden

was bezet with troubles. His family uuffcrod diseases, which he attributed to en~

7

i%i"‘gé”({{* / : £ I
Receiving no remunfratJOn for his services as/Rabbi and teacher, Emden engaged

. - . 41
vironmental condi{ionsi air, food, and wat er supply.

in commoreial pursults, or perhaps the reverse is true. Being successful in hisg
commercial enterprises, Emden in his pride desired to remain independent of congrew
gational support. While in Emden he continued in the capacity as broker, snd en
joyed a good income. Though Emden was woll situvated, the city of Emden, enjoying
the rospect of the people and pogsessing a satisfactory income, he longed to leave,

The physical sufferings endured by his wife and children urged him to move to his

birthplace Altona.

Several incidents occurred which were responsible for Emden's lecaving.his post,
dGSpite %he urgent requests to the contrary made by the people of Emden. In the
gumpeyr of 1732 about a half year before Emden’s.departure for Altons ooveral men :

e de their ﬁay to the community of Imden. They had come from Minsk and mainteined

40. Auto. - p.103

41. Thid - p.104
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that they wers hard-presgsed and needy. They had in their possession bogus lethers

and false credentials. These letters were to have been written by.therleaders of
the community of Minmsk end meant to be delivered to various communities, asking for
financial assistance. These men who presented these letters were designated ss
authorized collectofs of the moneys that were to be contributed. As was t0 be exe
pected, these innocent-appearing men with a- parently genuine credentiasls were re.
ceived with honor and roespect and success in many cdmmunitiws, Portugegse and Gerw

men slike. Among the cities they had treveled wers Amstordem and Londou.

When these men arrived in Emden one of these men gtated that ho was related
to Jocob Emden., Emden folt that these"representatives"were engaged in a plan to
obtain funds surreptitiously. He also suspected that they were followers of Shab-

batad. Zeb.‘i..‘iﬁ!"2

A few days after these "representatives" had come QQ the city, Emden was vie

T4 s : % Foiforgh
sited by his uncle Reb Benjamin of Lithuania, who lived ¥n a town in the vicinity
et i R

of Minsk. D&Bmden related to him the story told by the'ropféé@ntafivas'hnd learned
from his uncle was without truth. Emden endeavored to disclose the false represen~
tatives, but they succeeded in winning the support of ‘tho people, Their influence
went so far as to antagonize onc of Emden'sﬁ%aunch@st friends and supporters. They
succeeded in collecting funds efen in Emden's own community. Jacob, however, rea-
lizing that he could no% prevent their collecting of moneys decided nevertheless

to continue in his apprehenslons of these men, He obtained from them their cre
dentials and sent them to Altona to Moses Hagis who was at that time a friend and
supporter-of hig, FHEmden wrote Lo investigate the matter carefully and to attempt
to voerify the statemenks made and to identify the signatures, At ﬁhat time many

people who resided in Lithuania were to be found in Altona;43

When the letler came to Hagis there happened to be in the community of Alto-

na a wealthy individual of Lithuania (Minsk), a retired merchent, whose neme had




35m

been affixed to the credentiala. When he saw the letter which Hagis had received
from Emden, he disclaimed connection and emphasized that the signature had been
forged, and that edict of Minsk described was without foﬁndation. Noé testinony
that was presented seemed to,be sufficlently valid to convince the people of Em-
den of the fraudulent activities of the "representatives" of Minsk. Emden warned
these men nol to abtempt to collect funds in Altona. They disregarded his wernings .

44
but met with great opposition when they arrived there.

Emden bagan to feel that his residence in Emden would not extend for a much
longer peribd. His fri@nd/%urned against him, the Rabbinata'which he digliked be-
" came more of a burden upon him, and he was anxious to go to his native town, where
he hoped to live as a private citizen. He did not care for any of the monetary
feturns, which other Rabbis had, nor did he desire to conduct himself as did the
other Rabbis of his day, who obtained incomes from many sources and through various
means, eg., gifts, mixing in private matters for money, arranging marriége»parties
(g-211'w). BEmpden was quite unique in this respect, mainly that he determined to

. . , ’ . 45
accept no financial returng for the services that he returned as Rabbi.

Bmden's wife had repaired to Altona several months earlier after she had gone
ﬁ@%%ﬁﬁn@sg%tn@wﬁugﬁiﬁg@v&ﬂ;h@p;fﬁx@t@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁe. Emden himwglf went to Altona at the
end of 1732. The people of Emden tried to prevent his leaving, and when they had
Jlearned that no efforts to dissuade him from leaving would‘be of .any avaeil, they
consoled themselves with the belief that BEmden would remain in Altona for only a
short period and would return to ministervunto them, HEmden, however, knew the i
possibility of this and urged them to elect snother Rabbi. The congregation re-

fuged to proceed with any election, pinning their hopes on Emden's return. While

42. Auto, - p.108

4:3| Ibid el p-llo
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Jabetz was in Emden he had seversl offers with large communities., The town of Motz ..

among others promised him honor and a big position, but lmden chose to remgin

wt:«m. .
where he was, for it offered him time for study. To an extend he enjoyed his life
there, but pregsure of clrcumstances were responsible for his dislike of the Rab-

binate and for his 1mav1ng the communltya46

(’f"- ’V‘(ﬂ e

Six or ueven years afber his departure he réceived an invitation from the

B

community of Emden. He was promised a large salary and a larger territory. HNm.

den rofused again and they remained without a Rabbi for a period of ten years,

Their constant urgings and their many invitations were not-without effect on Jacob

Emden. He was oihen Lempted to return Lo Imden, for he had 1little income in &lto=
forced remain

na. Other conditions and factors /sd him to/in his native town: he had bought a

home, for which he had expended quite a sum, snd furthermore his family had enjoy~

Ly

od much better health in their new surroundings.

Though the most interesting and most important part of Emden's life began

after his residence in Altona, the period and the events ending with his removal

from Enden throw light on his character,48 for his firmness and his honesty are as

clearly expressed in this period as in any other. It is only that the events that
occur later in his life are of more universal interest to Jewry thatl special em-
phasig is made of his residence in Altona and not that Emden undergoes any change
of heart or foliéys in life. Emden shows himgclf o be genuine and honest throughe

out his career,

44, Auto., - p.111
45, Tbid - p.112
46, Tbid - p.113
47, Ibid ~ p.1l4

48, Ak apprecistion of Emden given in a later chapter
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Chapter IFour

IMDEN IN ALIOM

Upon arriving at Altona Emden was received with honor and rmapecﬁ. He ro-
quested of this community that he be permitted to posses a private synagogue,
6wing to the fact that it was difficult for him to go 0 congregational services.

' . ' community :

Moses Hagls, head of the Por@ugesq/was at first friendly to him, he hadknown
him gince Jacob was a youth. Emden knew of the trials and tribﬁlaﬁionm of Hagis,
particula rly when he was in Amsterdaﬂ. He admired Hagis and appreciated the fact
that he had'viewed his (Bmden's?) criticisms of himself without ang@r.z But the
friendship bétween them was not desﬁined to enduroe. |

Bmden's request for a private synagogue did not affect Hagis favorablyp.
Emden refused to emphasize some of the misdeeds of Hagis even when the latter acted
hostile toward him, R@lation? wwre,strajn@d further when Emden wrote his g n@& gad

anddid not ask Hagis to write the preface. wwoeo.7. Emden's reasons were thathe

disliked prﬁise3uand egpecially when tﬁe praiwg was not genuine.

Fmden had reasons to believe that Hagis was nol simcere, thathe wes hypocrids
tilcal in his friondship amd in his adulations. He hﬁd spoken maliciously of Ezékisl
Katzenellonbogen, chief Rabbi of the German community, thotigh he appeared friendly
to him, These various incidents led Emden to¢ budpogd ﬁagiar Further fuel was
added to the flame by maligners who besmirched Emden's character b fore Hagis.

Though Hagis was hostile to Emden,he withheld his feeling towerd him. Eidén
Hegiredsborprove thaet gossipers were responsible for Hagis' attitude foward him, while
Hagls assured him of his friendship, -However, later incidents bore testimony of his
unfriéndliness toward fmden.

Emden was given a welcome reception by the poople of Altona, but he felt

that thore was one who did not seem foyed with his arrivael, Ezeklol Katzenellen~

e mmee e i
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bogen. The enmity toward him was perhaps of the nature of a feud. He would have

»

prevented his coming to Altona as did Ezekiel's father to Chacham Zebi, father of

]

AR A S P AR T
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Emdens -

]

Despite the appaf@nt 111l feeling that Ezekiel bore against him, Bmden, though

a new-comer, paid Katzenellenbogen a vist. He was received coldly and waz told 7

Fd

not to expect his friendshipo6

Katzonellenbogen had been chief rabbi of the three communities for about
“hiftynfivo yeafs, after having come from Lithuania. He was not a succsssful tea~
cher, and had written much, his writings were not noteworthy being mainly profuse
and embellished .mns07to books. Emden maintained’ that he was unworthy of the
position he had held and that he had obtained it by untruthful and dishonest means,
that he was very ignorant and was not lax to be unjust in his decisions. His
actions and life were of such a nature thdtitherpuopld of Hamburg refused to accopt-

. . . . , 8
him and his council as theilr authority.

When Emden was traveling in order to dispoge of the books left by his father,
while in Hamburg he had made his home with Reb Bacr CGohen. This act ss well as ;

former inclidents made for the hatrved of Joel Shasawy for Hmden. After Baer Cohen's

1, J.E. - Vol.V, p.148
2. Auto., =, p.117

3. Ibid « p.116

4, Ibid ~-.p.117 ff.

5. Tbid - p.l22

6. Tbid -~ pl23

H

7. Tbid - p.124 £f.

8, Tbid - p.134
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death and shortly before Emden's residence in Altona, Joel Shasy was roappointed

to his office as one of ‘the leaders of the German community. When Zmden came to
Altona, Shasyg found the opportunity to show his hostility to him. Upon the advice
of Mosey Hagis (who was at first friendly to Jabetz), Emden paid Shaav a visit.

Despite Emden's attitude, Shaay was persistent in his unfriendly at%itude.g

Though Brden was not befiiended by these men, they can not be considered ag
charactoristic reprosentatives of the community of Altona, for the people of Jle
tona favored Emden and regpected him. XEven those who had been inimical to Chacham
Zebl manifested a friendly interest and lov: for Emden. They showed him respect

)

and admiration.lo This friendly attitude continued until the time when Iibgchutz -

appeared on the scene at Altona.

AboutAﬂhroa years after Emden's arrival at Altona his wife died at childbirth,
An incident éccurred at this tlme which forced Emden to agcortain hig position in
the community. Some had regarded him as a stranger in their midst, however when
the matter was diécussed he was declared to be a member of the communityﬁll Tinge
den married a second time during the middle of 1740. He then engaged himself in
a new pursuit. He dealt with pledges, lending money ﬁo those who needed finances
for a period of time., He engaged in this new enterprise hoping that he would be

2

able to devote his time to'study.l He was not successful, losing his principles

The Lhext~fewiyédys: weréciotthé happiest for Bndeh. rHerloat rsévoral:.child-
fer andfinallyiin 1743 his second wife died. ¥Nmden himself had been critically
ill, At this time, Emden realized that the community of Altone was friendly to

him,t3

9., Auto, - p.l140

10, Ibid - p.l43:= They were accugtomed to send him a citron for SR e
yoarly untll 1751, but whon Eibeschutz came trouble began,

[
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In the yoar 1744, Emden married the daughter of his brother Nphraim Ashkenazi.

Emdon at this time was in dire circumstances. He h:od 1little of financies aml hag
been unsuccessful in his commercial pursuits, He now received finsncial aid from

a. certain Reb Meir Emden, who also assisted him in obtaining a permit to open a
printing establishn@nt.lﬁ His work im Altona after this period comsisted in writing
and printing his writings. He continued in this enterprise until opposition and
lack of financles forced him to abandon his work and his native town for a short

period of time. These events occurred during the Eibeschutz-Emden controversy.

12. Auto. - p.157
13, Ibid = p.16l;. Prayer for his recovery made in the three communities.,

L4 puto. - p.165




. Ghapter Five

Jonathan Hibeschlitz

balistic femilies. His father Nathan Nata was at ond time Rabbl of a gea-port cslled

Eibeschutz, whence Jonathan derives his nane,

Mw\g Eav{m
Biveschutz was possessed of a keen mind and a retentive memory and these h0’3Lv7{

applied to two fields of education. Talmud gave him opportunity to develop his

reason and Kabbala satigfied hig mystical nature. He attempted to cross tho paths

of le-rning but feeling that there would be opportunity for excellence only in Tale

mdd, he remained a student of Talmud, and Rabbinic literature, and yetihls desire

for success and his vanity made him lead others to believs that his educational

horizon was by no mesns limited.1

His writings on non-Talmudic subjects and his occasionsl pamphlets bear teg.

timony that he was unaquainted with the Jewish philosophers who wrote in Hebrew.?
c

He was aguainted only with the Talmud, which afforded him opportunity to sharpen

his mind, and to develop his power of reasoning.

Bibeschutz was eagy~going in nature, He digliked the gloomy ultrawpioty of
the German and Polish Jews. He interested himself in Kabbale and in the followers
of Shabbatai Zebi, hence Rebbinism and striet adherence to the Law could have meant
Little to him, and the breach of Telmudic orders would have had little effect on

nim.S

Whatever the reasons may be, Eibeschutz did not declare himself to be anti-
Rabbinical. Rither his convictions were not genuine or his character was too weak

to venture the conflict that would ensue. His life was a pendulum movement between




wadiQee
reason and fancy, - Talmud and Kabbala. His hypocritical life - the natural result

of such a mind -~ was not perhaps of his own making or ehoosing.

Bibeschutz succeedad in gaining many followers. Though he wavered and was not

constant, and because of his difference from other Rabbis, his knowledge and autho

4,
rity gained support in a wide world.”

In 1714 he went to Prague whore he married and made his home. Here he became
preacher. He did not escape the suspicions of the people who felt thathe had at
least leanings toward the followers of Shabbatai Zebi. He was skillful enough to
givert for a while the attention of those who suspected him. He decreed a ban on

all Shabbatians (1725).

Despite hig appanent innocenge Eibeschutz had at this time interested himgslf
deeply im the heresy of the day. He confessed his inner foelings to his former tea
chor Meir of HEigendtadt. Eib@schutz succeading in maintaining his authority and
adding to himself many disciples who became staunch supporters of their erudite

master. His heresy was forgobt@n and his merits were rewarded by appointing him

(P u:,n f'é’k{i, E,q@?’g 2; f? é,';j

Gﬁf*}b

preacher of Prague 1728.

Eibeschutz's conduet did not fail to lmpress all with the idea that his learne
ing and Jewishness were not sincere snd genuine, Many felt that his association
with Jesuits (who were not too friendly to the Jows) was for selfish reasons., He
recelved peormission from the hishop of Prague to print the Talmud which was so
often progecuted by the Catholic Church, Many bslieved thét his main desire was

o obtain meeng for a profitable income rather than for Jewish interest, for, hie

1. Gr. -« G. der Juden -~ 3rd Bd. Vol.X, p.355
2, Ibid

3, Gr, - G. der Juden -~ 3rd Ed. Vol.X, p.349
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permit was granted on condition that any word or expression be expunged that in the

least manner opposedphristianity. iibeshutz agreed to the con itiong and began the

publication of the Talmud 1728.-1739,

Neturally  ‘ag.t wowld be expectedhat the wrath of the Jewish population wasld

bo aroused. The community of Frankfurt-am-Mein at tho instigation of Moses Chages 1.

Pt

and Davmd Onpenn mer, &ponb money and etfor s to obtain from the emperor a prohie-

et ORI Ao

e Y

bltl}n of tho Prague Talmud.6

Eibegchutz felt perhaps that his 0pp0rtun1tlos in Prague werc poor, ho there-
fore applied for the post in Metz which was vacant.l Aety of heresy againgthim pre-
vented his olection. Jacob Joshua Falk succeeded in obtaining the position where

he remained only for a few yoars, when he was called to Frankfurt-am-Mein., Hibe- '
[y,

/ o~
uchut? succeoded in obtaining sufficient influence to be elected in 1745. !/ G

R !

Bibeschutz succeeded in winning the favor of the community during the first

years st Mebz, so much so that he wi™mot allowed to accept another position that

was bffer@d him in 1746. His actions, however, soon secured to meet with disfavor,
for he began losing his supporters and his gtaunchest friends, nor would they bear
witness to his professed innocense., His fofmer friend and colleague, Nehemlah
Reische: "ho was ingtrumental in his election at Metz now became his bitter enemy.
Eibeschutz no longer felt at home in Metz. He had few friends =nd had 1little ope

portunity to display his erudite Talmudic mind. Ho was therefore anxious to ob-

tain the position of Rabbi of th- three communities of Altona, Hamburg, and Wand-

sbecku8

. e o - ) - Ve

Zi Tt has buen stated that the council of Rabbis of F.a.Mgin, had clear
proofs of Eilbeschutz®s connections with Lobéle Bn@smiﬁﬁand the Podolia Shabbam
tieng, Only his extensive influence and the host of disciplou protected him
from the edict of excommunication, that wag Yevélled agn.nst the others,

Gr. - G. der Juden - Vol.X, p.351 !
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Through nis connections =nd because of his fame as the most distinguished of

Telmudic and miracle workers, Bibeschutz succeeded in being eleoctod to the position,
These three cities had their own civil jurisdiction based on Rabbinical law, Fibew
schutz with his knowledge, keen mind, and sharp? wit was fully capable for the PO

sition.

Bibeschulz beczme Rabbi of the communlby whero Emden lived 17 l. His alliance
and leanings toward Shabbatian heresy were not unkmown to Emden who was anxious %o
defeat 2ll opportunities =nd opponents of traditional Judalsm. These facls were suf-

ficient to forebode evil and disorder that were soon to erise in Altona and to the

immediate surroundings.

Yy
359

]
{
6. Gr. - G, dor Juden - Vol.X, p.352 i= Jonathan also used his relstions with
with the Christians in a manner b&nofigThl to Jowd. Soe Ibid p.353 notew§
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it his purpose to cultivate his friendship and 1o draw him clogser and by some meang
or manner to prevent his bitterness from effecting him. Emden held himself aloof,

feeoling that sooner or leter a quarrel between them must ensue. »

Shortly after Eibeschuiz's arrival, the three communities'had suffered from
,:#% a terrible wvisitation. Beveral young women died throughout the year in childbirth.
Those women expecting to become mothers became terrified and sonsulted the Rabbi

hoping that he,would use his influence to prevent the recurrence of such tragedies.

e
SN
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: e / e lidigof
spirits, and also indulge in other fame of magic. He had distributed similar amu-
e e :

letg in Metlz, Frankfurt~ammW@in, and in several other locallties.

os) for the purpose of exorcising the

iy
New:tiropeftsr soonris came from FrankfurtnamnM§in that theso amulets were not

of the usual nature, that they bordersd on the line of her@sy.4

One of these amulets was opened in Altona and was found to contain references

to Zebi.s Despite the fact that the words were altered by the change in the pogi-
tion of gome letters, the Plganlcance of the amulets and the references were easii~

ly understood. The amu&lgp came lnbo the hands-6f Emden.who by this time was quite

F‘.—"’??é‘-r Hey éf'
certaln of Ezbegchutg, but stlll dreaded to make a sﬁrong attack, fearing the pos~

gible conclusions. HRibeschutz was certainly famed to be the the comst learnsd Tale
mudist and had succeoeded in recruiting th usand of followers who were religilous

and lay leaders in communities of importance,

Though Emden was diffident in pursuing the case, the matter received full

publicity in the communities. All efforts to suppress the scandalous affair were

1. Goe p.28ff,

2, J.He Vol.V, p.150

3., Gulman Klemperer /*ﬁJV *n Pp.66
' Y,

4, Gr. - G. der Juden - Vol.X, p.36Q
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of no avail, Scandaslous and shamefud it was for these communltlss thet g llgila

ovor two decades befor@ had - condemmed and brandbd the Shabbatians as hﬁr&tlcs.
The chief Rabbi was to be supported and thaL wag to be secret, News of Hmden's

point of view came to the people and ne was threatened not to publish the affairu6

Emden explained his view in his own synagogue declafing that he congidered
that the writer Qf the amulets a Shabbatlan-and therefore deserved to be excommu~
nicated. He did not accuse the chiof-Rabbi of the authorship, but sin;e they were
given by him, he Wasvduty bound to c¢lear himself of all suspicion. This occurred

on Feb. 4, 1751.7

Natﬁrally, this sction on the parﬁ’oi Emden roused the ire of the entire come
munity. Emden, an unofficial Rabbi, so to spoak. A layman in the community had
declared that.the chief Rabbi deserved to be exeommunicated.b That wes the inter~
prefation given to Emden's words. Ribeschutz had b@en insulted and inroads had been

made by Emden on his suthority. Hibeschutz's friends were strong enough tp con-
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tinue the war that had begun.
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Emden was»ummmlarly placoc under Lho ban and the councll threateded w1th the
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ban any and all who would visit hls synagogue. The synagogue was taboqed and cloged,
and Emden was further proﬁibited to print anything on his establishment.® This

last clause was cle:rly meant to praveni any return attacks from Emden, These were
but the beginnings of the controversy which though born of hatred, malice, and sin-

cerity ended with a salutary effect on the Jews of Rurope.

Phough Eibeschutz found support among his many disciples, he felt it advisable
to exonerate himself in the eyes of the public-at-large. He gave publicity to the
entire &ffair, posing as an innocent individual who was attacked and maligned by the

‘impuden% Emden, who dared call him a heretic. He did not find the task of clearing

5, Gr. - HigterofiWews - Vol.X, p.d8il ¢~ Amulet cord ained the following ine
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himself a faclle ons, ho encountered many gtumbling blocks and found it Receggary

to becoms violent mendacious in order to argue his case.

» Imden stood alone. Those who favored him and&oncurred with his opinion were

ret%cent, fearing to expose and express themsélves.

Those who were disciples of Eib@schhtz would support him even if he proved to
to be heretical, and the public who believed in him could not be led to believe,
that the chief Rabbi, the noted Talmudist could be guilty of such a hienous crime.

The accusation of Tmden was considered to be absolutely groundless.

Little wes known of the history of the movoment and people therefore favored

Bibeschutz, who used every means to to appear Jnnocent of any wrong, With those

" who realized the meaning of the chsrges, Eibeschutz tried various means., HMe deli-

vered a lecture in his synagogue, during which he took a solemn ocath thset he che.
rished naught that eny bearing on the Shbbatian beliefg. To appsar more virulent
in his opposition he he imprecated maledictions on the sect and excommunicated. his

. B
opponents who slandered him.

What should havu heen done to Emden after the chief Rabbi had emphasized him
gtrongly imos innocence. The leaders of the community felt themselves duty-bound
to order the "slanderer" to leave Altona. Emden did not obey the order given. He
gought support in the charter granted to him by the governmentel authorities, but
he found that public opinion was very much againét him. ZEmden accepted the chal-

lenge and found support from other cities.

ew evidence came in the form of lelbters and amulets from the city of Motz

, q;pf 1701) Bibeschutz's former charge. Hibeschutz had distributed these and

vocationt~ "Oh God of Israel, Thou who dwellest in the adornment of Thy
might. (A Kabbalistic allusion) Send through the merit of thy servant, Shab-
batal Zebl, healing for this women, whereby Thy name and the name of Lhe Meg -

piah, Shabbatai Zebi may be acc@pLed Ln the world.“ 7 oo
, e . [ op e ol
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acknowledged that he was & believer in Zebi. Nehemiah Reischer and Rabbi Samuel

Heilman, soaded Emden on, sending testimony and evidencc to Altona of Bibeschutz's
heretical beliefs. An examination of the amulets were mede and they were found to
be of the same nature ag those distributed in Altona. The possessors were ordered
o send them to the authorities with penalty of excommunication for disobedience.
Fibeschutz had lost all support in Metz for clear evidence was given of his bheing

the author of these amulets.

Emden realized that he was not alone in his cause, but his supporters were of
no aid to him, for they were ggknowledged enemiegs of Bibeschutz, Jacob Joshua

Falk, Rabbi of Frankfurt-am-Mpin was consulted by both factlons, but he could not

. . - . . aan . 9
give his decision wide publicity, for he opposed Hibeschutz.

Emden was not victorious despite his support. His party was by far in the
minority. The people were overwhelmingly in favor of the chief Rabbi. A&l1 his opw
ponents were labelled as personal enemigs, and therefore their views were thought
to be prejudiced. Many were declared excommunicated by the digeiples of Eibeschutz.
imden was smong those excommunicated.v The bull of excommuniation was published and
distributed throughout Poland, where it met with approval on the part of the devo-
ted followers of Hibeschutz and Rabbis ﬁho found it expedient to follow him. Great
sumg were spent for,the disseminaﬁion of the propaganda against Hmden and in favof
of Eibeschutz.lo Physical force wes reosorted to in order to prove the strangfh of
the prevailing party. BEmden felt that his life was endangered by, his opponents, -
and repaired to Amsterdam where he was 'elcomed, His wife in Allonw was ordered

1
not to dispose of his property.l
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6. Or, -~ G. dor Juden ~ Vol.X, p.360 ?3€?€?)
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7. Ibid - p.361 note 1.
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Kibeschutz realized that for Hmden,to set up his residencein Amsterdam would

perhaps prove harmful %o him, that Emden perhaps would give, wide.publicity to the
. N Fa Fr

& gy Dbt 4 .
. . . . e e [Ny
view of the minority. He therefore issued a decree (3rd of Sivah 1751) to all hig

gusporters in Germany, Poland, and Italy to rémain ioyal to his caase.lz At the
gsamc time reports were spread that the amulets in question contazined nothing that
was dangerous or heretical, rather they embodied deep orthodox mysticism that could
not he comprehended by the masses. His disciples doing his Bidding acted at times
rashly; young Rabbis would malign old:r people and excommunicated veteran scholars.

- Such an occurrence in Lublin arougsed the indignation of many, though'few suspected

that such actionsg were due to the machinations of the supreme ruler at Altona.

Courage came to ‘the aid of the few. Several Rabbis inéluding Falk and Heile
man%halleng@d Bibeschutz to clear himself of the charges.ls The challenge was not
acdépted, for it would haveperhaps meant defeat. Wide publieity brought this matter
to the attention of the Gentiles. The entire affair did not raise the Jews in tﬂe
oyes of théir neighbors, The controversy spread to Poland where it was carried on

in-an even less dignified manner than at the seat of the controversy.

. The band of‘opponents finally ordered that the writerfof the amulets be cut
off from Jewish society. None was permitted to study Talmud with him,- almost a
complete repetition of the conditions that were laid down agaim t Emden. His sip-
porters woere to be excommunicated end his name was taboo. Many Gorman and Vene-

4
tian communities agreed to thes proposals.l

10. Gr. - G. dor Juden - Vol.X, p.365- 577/ A
1l. apd'a -7y p.63a
12, Gr. - G. der Juden - Vol. X, p.365 5

13id Ibid RN
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14. Ibid - p.368 %7

e




» J > Iy 3 . '»'4“9"-
Entire Jewry suffered excommunication, being divided into,two camps, each of which

used the ban as an effective weapon against the other, The gcope of the ban and

the readiness with which it was employed resulted in its failure, Its teeth he-
came ineffective snd it lost ots entire strength and .importance. Perhaps since then,
the ban had been of little use in the life of the Jewish p60p16.15 Just as Cham.
cham Zebi's quarrels were submitted to the secular courts, similarly the controw
versy between Hibeschut z and Emden waswjgken out of the hands of the Jewish courts
and was given over to the decision of the Gentiles. For this avtgggzid his follo=

wers can not be called guilty. More likely it was the work of Hibeschutz and his

followoers.

The trial was not characterized by any smoothness. Bitterness and animosity
were allowed to play important roles. 'Important and unimportant details were intro-
duced, but the court failed to uphold the provailihg party. The verdict was is-

sued on the 30th of June, 1752.16 ‘

Emden returned to Altona welcomed by his friends. He was irritated because
Eibeschutz had taken the case to court while he was far from the scene of battle,
He was anxious for rovenge, dgsiring to obtein damages for the loases. Urged by his

a0

friends not to take action he agreed to forego payment of reparation,

Shortly after his return to Altona a governmentel decree was issued removing

Eibeschut z from his post and demanding that Tibeschutz clear himgolf in the eyes

of the people of the'ch&rge relative to the amulets.lB

Emden now safe in his home, having been vindicated, K busied himself with an

19

account of the activites of Shabbatel Zebi and his followers. He referred

e ,. iy
DEE

15. Gr. - G, der Juden - Vol. X, P 368 ENotr 1,
Y
16, Ibid - p.360 i= Council of Altona severely sensured for its illegal
and harsh treatment of Bmden, and fined one hundred thalers, HEmden was permite-
ted to return to Altona and the use of synagogue and printing press was restored

17. Auto., - p.178




s 50m

little to Eibescht z but his main purpose was to show to the people that the aim of
,@ A
the heretical movement was to remove the belief¥in Judaism and to replace it with a

m
iy ——

belief in the Messiah and his fancies., ﬁe did not fall, however, to mention the al=

liance of Hibeshutz with the followers of Zebi.

Eibeschutz felt that his position was not resting on the firmest ground., To
20

aid him, he allicd himself with an apostate Jew, Carl Anton. Anton wes to present
Eibeschutﬂégase in skillful mannor before the world, to vindicate Hibeschutz, even
to praise his works and character. HEmden wes plictured the villain of the story,

Eibeschutz was cleared of all suspicion with regard to his belief in a false Mesiah.

Evidance was introduced to prove the innocence of Eibeschutz of the malicioug char-

gos, brought against him.,'gl The book was dedicated to ‘the king of Demmark, and

1

have power at the GourL ¢t Brunswmck.;_, the court favored Eibeschtz declaring that

N 7 s AN ARSI

that the ‘case' of the amulé;s éhouldvbe ﬁuppressed, that the majority of E&ﬁ%is éookﬁ
sid¥®*with Eibeschutz =nd therefore his case must have boun just. On the seventh
of February, 1754 a decree was igssued by the government to the above effect and r@?d
boué?the synagogue at Altona.z3 The decree was not altogother in favor Eib@schutj? |

Eibeschutz then met with success. At the suggestion of the secular goverument
Eibeschutz'S'position wad woted secure, and he himself swore fealty to the king. {

Though apparently Eibeschutz was being vindicated, actually his cause was on the

wane. People had become acquainted with his character and his methods, and became ¥

inimical to him. Governmental decree had 1little effect in changing the opinion of

18. HBzekiel Bhandau friend of Bibeschutz wrote to him at this time declaring
the amulets to be heretical and urgwing that he (Bibeschutz) clear himself of
the accusation thathe was the author., Though the letter was well-intentioned,
its effects were unfavorable to Eibeschutz who had claimed authorship, but ar-
gued that they contaibned no heresy. Gr. -~ @. der Juden - p.369, Note ¥ Jf
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the people. The leaders of the Oppdsition wero oager to prove ® the king that his
judgments were not well grounded, and they laid béfore the counclil of Adtona the
plea that Eibeschutz be deprived of his Rebbinical powers and be excommunicated

until he repent of his heresy.25 1

The bitterﬂes& of the conflict led the council of Altona to induce Hibeschutz
to submit his case to an impartial Rebbinical court of erbitration and to abide

by its decision.

Neither narty could appoint judges satisfactory to the others. The Oppoﬁ@nts
of Hibeschutz were anxious to bring the matter to a decision whilé Bibeschulz was
anglous to postpone the cage until a more opportune time.26 A meeting was held
during the latter part of 1753 and one élso during the month of Julyl1754u At
both meetings the opponents of Eibeschutz mot. with little success.27 liiboschutz
understood these proceedings to be marks of the popularity of his cause. He was
anxious to avoid submitting his case to the decision of the Rabbinical court. He

schemed even to the hurt of himgelf and his opponents who were in increasing in num-

ber.;&Many of the former followers who had been mmiers of the council, now opposed
him proclaiming him a heretic.
Aftér several appeals to the king for justice, end a fair decision, he decie-

ded to bring the matter to final judgment, to ascertain whethor Eibeschutz was an
arch-heretic or a maligned nerson., The mattor was to be submitted to a group of

Christian professors snd theologians. They were [inally to decide with regard to

2
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19, Emden denied duthor;th of this work. 8See Note;p.370 G. der Judon’
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20, Gr. - G. der Juden - p. 371 See note 2 o
21. The book is believed to havo been dictated by Bibeschutz to Zmden. Gr.-
Ge dor Juden, p.&?l " ;% _ A e—
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23, Gr. - G. dor Juden - p.372




the amulets,

Ribeschutz decided to publish his case On June 27y 1755 his,ﬁnmy,m/nfﬁapn
peared. It was the firet work that he had published =nd contained a stetement of
his case, written in calm, passionless language, though it was so constructed as to
prove that he was altogether innocent and tha%%he cause of all the discussion could
be lzid at the feet of Emden und his agsociates., Ho failed to convinéa Jewry of his
innqconce. Though he tried skillfully to conceal his guilt he was unsucceséful,
failing to enlist the support of any of the Rabbis. This trestise did not remain
unonswered. Emden was porhaps joyed to find that Eibeschutz exposed his ownmignom i

i

“rance and in addition insulted the people, considering themgminiblé@un4ﬂ1to A

M it

copt his arguments. Hmden answered Hibeschutz by writing his .pizy mm$ nnav

o,

in which he exposescs the ignorspes and folly of HEibeschubtz ag shown in his work

Cr‘;}
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Emden's angwer did not receive the welcome expected. His dbusive style and
venomous expressions were to his own hurt. The controversy had cost Emden money
and health, he had suffered almost complete poverty. While he was bhusily engaged
with his refutations against Eibeschutz plens were made to frustrate his scheued.
A band of the followers of Hibeschutz. (men of low standing, some of whom later re-
gretted their actilons )29 gtole into the home of Emden, threatensed him with death

unless he turned over to them his maliclous writings againgt Eibeschutz. They tem-

pered with his printing pressand confiscated his writings. The final raid was made
s : '
A -

L WEANE ) N M . o 3
when a soerach warrant waesg issued upon evidence obtained from Emden himself.

Degpite the suddenness of the occurrence and the fact %haﬂ@mden had no opportunity

to hide the materisl wanted, and though the intruders plundered everything they |

found, they did not succeed in obtaining the evidence desired. They took much with

. ‘ 31
them, but thelr evidence was of no purpose.

24. See Auto, p.l178 ff.
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Another publication meant to benefit Eibeschutz but harming him in the eyes of

the Jews appeared from a Christisn wedtéot coscible. A certain professor and oS i
tor Megorlin, who was asked by the Danish king for his opinion in the case, ventured

the opinion that the amulets referred in mystical menner to Jesus Christ, He reforred
to Anton's book maintéining that it did not represent Eibeschutz in proper perspoct.

33

ive. His article also made appeals to the entire Jewish communi'ty.34

Thougﬁy@ggnlin's arguement presented Eibeschutz in an altog@tﬁer unfavorable
light to the Jows, the& convinced King Fraederick of Denmark of the worth of Hibe-
~schutz, who was satid fied to disregard the disapporval of the Jews, if he obtained
the favor of. the government. The king altered his former decisions, permitting
Eibeschutz 1o hold office. The community of Albtona was ordered to recognize and

o
respect him,3°

Bibeschutz was victorious and his victory was celebrated with pomp and rere-
36
mony by his followers (middle of Dec. 1756). Though Bibeschutz had apparently suce
coeded in his #trife of six years‘duration, events even soon to,occur which did not

add to his triumph, rather they ditracted from his influence and meant the loss of

‘* many of his supporters.

BEY) |
25. See Note 2 p.gygwmm;aémeu;deer; Vol.X

26. He bided his time, waiting untili his disciples were ready to come to
his aid, On Oct., 1753 a meeting was held at which a collection of writings
agoinst Eibeschutz were burned. 8See iy s p.50b;a¢Jun.@nlz;y p.86b
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27.'“ﬂﬂﬂgi,jlﬂ'¢ p.52b; Evi@gﬂg? in their favor was dastroyed

28. Seoo note 4, p.3wi
4

\ 29, Auto. - p.18L ff.

30. Ibid Ll p.lgo ff.

31, Ibid - p.197 £f. for details of raid

32, Gr. - @. der Juden - p.376 n.2
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33, Tbid ~ p.376;~ ﬁegéiin furth#r charges that Emden's Opposition t0 Eibew
gchutz was due to the latter's Christian leatning. He suggested that Eibeschutz
remove his mask and reéign from the Rebbinate and to allow himself to be baptized.

34. See Ibid p.376 Note 3

Ty

35. Gr. - G. der Yuden p.377;= The community of Hamburg over which Hibeschutz

had no jurisdiction for three years again recognized him as their Rabbi,

36, Ibid




Chapter Seoven

THE TFRANKISTS

The comtentions of Anton that Shabbatians nogfgnger inhebited the face of them
earth was in part true, though for the most part falee, and was meant to vindicate
the guilty Eibeschutz, In Padolia there was a nest of thesé peopls who proved them-
golves to be “outside the camp of Israel". The activities of the anti-Shabbatians
had not the greatest effect desired. From all appearsnces those who were not fol~
lowers of Zebi would have believed that>the sect no longer gxisted, for they,the
Shabbetians carried on their work gecretly, and they slowly guined adharents;l Thé

controversy botween Ribeschutz and Bmden was actually responsible for their new ape

earance, Pr for their bald public reappearance.

The communities had been divided into two camps, and in many instances the

pro-fibeschutz party was by far the predominant. This fact encouraged the Shabba~

tians to reappear "og$he face of the earth" and to boldly declare themselves anti-

Talmudiats.

The leader of the bold group wa a certain Jacob Lebovicz, a man of notidriethy, z
by far the most dishonest and mosgt fraudulent men of his day. In his youth he had
mﬁd%ﬁimsclf acquainted with Kebbala, preferring it to the Telmud, He had experienced
much having trévelled while yet a young man, and had become skilled in"selling his
birth-right", going from one religlon to another. While in Turkey he had acquired

the name of Frank.z

Frank had learned the art of the sensational leader., He influenced the people
with his personality, with his humbleness, leading them 1o believe that he was merely

doing his destined work, that all Messiahs were reincarnations of the same soul,
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His marriage 1o a beautiful women served his cause. He was thought 4o bhe a Su-

perior”being and therefore his adherents had implicit faith in him. He had heard of

i, ;&g}ﬁ‘l E

the activities in Poland and medchis appearances there suddenly on Nov., 1755,

e s st R

Gonditions in PolandAwer@ favorable for Frank. The Shdbatians vho remsined in’
these districts secretly, now saw an opportunity to proolaim their principles.

They had been in need of = leader,‘andbrank supplied the need appearing as the suUC-
cesgor of Shabatai Zebi. The full import of this was glidgély understood by those
initiated into the secrets of “Shabbatianism". They too understood the trinitarian
Godhoad consisting of the Ancient One, thé Holy King, and a female personage in the

God head., Frank Frank represented the Holy Lord and was to be respected as such,

He succeoded in organizing the Shabbatiansvof Podolia and its surrounding
territory into a sect which called by his name "Frankists". Being Shabbatiang, their
main aim wes to undermine Rabbinic Judaiﬁm. Their actions were in direct opposis
éion to the demmnds of Rabbinic Judeism, This movement attvactédkot only ‘the ur iz
educated suffering populaces, but also many of the mystical Rabbin afd Darshanim.4 »/

Tt must be mentioned that public a;;;arances and meetihgs by these Frankists
wers practically impossible, for the eyes of the Rabbis were directed against he-

. - . . 3
retical uprisings. FEven secret meetings did not always prove successful. One of

these meetings was broken up and resulted in the deportation of Frank as a foreign-

~er. News of the activities of the Frankists came to the ears of the slrictly pious

Rabbis of Poland; and the Frankists werm%ub$@cted to their attacks, for the actions

of the Frankists in defiance of Rabbinical law point ot a very low state of morale

that had made its way iInto the Jewish society.

with studeints 6f Talmud who scoffed at the laws of Judaism, scorned Rabbiniw
cal lore, and who were of loose morals. fggé

o

2. Jacob ben Loeb, son a Rabbi of Galicia See note 1, p.378 Gr, - G, der
l]'ud,@n m Vol‘x R

3. The movement of Shabbatianism had atirgcted many who had witnessed or
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At Brodx,a sentence of excommunication was pronounced (20 Sivan 1756) ageinst

the Frankists., No one was permitted to intermarry with them, and they were consi-
dered non-eligible to the post,of Rabbi, to any religious effice or any position as
leador.® This ban was retified by a great synod on the 25th of Sept, 1756, ang was
published and digtributed throughout ﬁhé Jowish communities to be read monthly and
to be observed meticulously. A strong thrust was made bo Qvoid furthar troubles
from Anti-Talmudists. The document prepared by the synod declared that no persons
under the age of thirty was permitted to study Kebbala or to read the Zohar, The
decision though perhaps apparently arbitrarily and opposedto iﬁtellectualism was a
necessary step since thesoyorks had for memy years had a harmful affect on the peace
and harmony of the Jewish people. Thé Rabbis felt that the study of the Zohar and'
the 1(‘a‘.bbala in itself was not harmful,7 but that the immature mind was not able

to grasp the wholesomeness of these works and they therefore desired to prevent the

evil effects of the Zohar, though they did not intend to attack the Zohar itself.

Emden received at this honor which perhaps he himself did,not expect. The
Rabbis of Poland turned%o Emden in their distress. When the Shabbatians were attack~
ed by tho Jews of Poland, they sought refuge from the secular authorities. They come
phained to the bishops (who were the rulers) that they were pursusd and prosecuted
by th@-qews becauso of thelir belief which was very similar and quite related to the

beliel of the Christisng. Much money spent obtained for their protection of the

. . s . 8
rulers and they were vrovided with cities of refuge.

Emden in reply to the queries of the Polish Rabbis advised that the deeds of

had suffered from the Chmelnicki persectutions J.HB. Vol.V, p.476
4, Gr. -~ G. der Juden - See 378 ff,

5, Ibid - p.381
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6. Ibid
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LOR&w-  Hmden wrote his Aa3D £ 3y 170, which was directed against the

publicat

£
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sectarians. He included ref@rences to the activities of Mibeschutz and his allies,
and exposed Bibeschutz attitude toward the Torah. Eibeﬂchutz used all means 10 prow
venﬁ the dissemination of the information containedin this new publications. The
publicity given to this new work did not by any means prevent intresgt in ité C Ot
tenta. Bmden continued oexposing the activities of the sectarians and led the spi
ritual war om those who who were ready to accept Christianity in order to.continue

their fight againsgt the Talmudists.

dn this heated battle Bmden arrived at a conclusion that was of great inte-
rest and importance to succeeding generations, The conditions in Poland led Emden
to make a careful study of the Zohar and its contents., His careful inquiringlled
him to the opinion that the Zohar was not the entire work of the author 4o whom it
.was ascribed (Simoon b. Yochai), that at least a part of it was the work of an ime
postor. This'conciusibn of Imden was a radical atep which he took after careful
study, nrevious to occurrences in Poland he had considered heretical any individual
bhat dar@d‘doubt the genuineness and sacred character of the Zohar.lo

with regard to the
In his ranr g%y 170 knmden answers the guestion V@TQﬁ@Guﬁwpngilhe franklstso

Ho endorsed punishment emphatically, considering themshameless transgressors of

sacred law., Though this permission from Emden was not solely responsible, it was
’ o
the only word that was needed for the events that followed. The Jews denounced téa

Frankigts declarnnw them to,be a new sect, ot&Llnb that thcy weore within the Jum

iy

rigsdiction of the Catholics.

7. 8eo furthor under“Conclusion®, Part IV

8, Auto. p.186 :~ The bishop of Kamnltz and hlb alds gupported thw e he=
retica and permitted them to take nold™6t" their new faith. He ordered the
Talmud and the holy books to be burned, bringing disgrace and apparent de-
feat to the Talmudists.




Frank realized thal this would perhaps mean persecution st the hands of the
Catholicsy he soon appeared on the scene and ordersed that many of their sect shoulg
submit baptism'in ordey to emphasize their belief in the trinity and their opposi.

tion to the Talmud.ll

Heated warfare ensued betwea the two camps. Thoe Frankists declared and rei-
tgrat&d their similarity to. Christianity inslsting that the Talmudists oppressed
them becaug: of the superlority of thg;gelief. They wére venomous in their chare
ges, anxious to geparate thems elves from the Jewish communityj.-2 Such an attitude
toward the Jews obtained for the Frankists the favor and protoction of the secular

- authorities. 'The Frankists continued to_be g menace to the Jews, and thaif achbivi-
ties had one affect on the Rabbis of Poland., They realized the low sgtate 1o which
the inteilectualism of the Jew had come. Hmden, in this entire affalr, was the ?{
highest authority, andit must be remembered, that his attitude was by far not theq
attitude of the majoritﬁpf the Rabbis. This difference of opindton was not due to a
difference of reasoning but to the stste of ignorance of the major portion of the
Jewish Rabbinate of this period. Emden did perform a service. He opened the eyes

of the people to the frauds and the chimeras by which they were enticed and led

astray.

9a Au‘to. - p.l85

10, Gr. - G. der Juden - p.383
11, Frank had changed his faith on other occexsions see p.55

12. They charged the Jews with desiring Christian blood,thet the Talmud
vindicates the murder of Christians Gr. =G. der Juden ~ p.88%




Chapter Right

LAST YEARS OF EMDEN'S LIFE

o R-uel

The activities of Eibeschﬁtz and the various means that he employed to dis-
credit the charges of Imden, and to defame Emden, were not altogether successful.
Though Hibeschutz continued to wield power, Emden's olaims were not discredited,
The activities in Poland, described in the preceeding chapter give evidence of K
den's authority on orthodox Juduism,2Hé was consulted by the membsrs of the Bynod

of CGonstantbye for his opinion,lon maﬁters of interest to entire Jewry of his day.

Bven in his own land his cause was not altogether lost., The associated of
Eibeschutz must have realized his character, for though several of them helped Fi-
beschutz in his schemes, it is not altogether certain that they did not realize their

wrongs toward the man Emd@n.d

Withal Emden's lastryears were not much more pleasant that those previous in
his life. Though his authority was recognized by some, Emden did not receive the

recognition yhat he with his nature nd erudition desired.

After the death of Eibeschutz (Blul 1764), many wanted to elect Bmden to the
position once heid by his father, but Emdon's friends evidently were not in tho mes
fority, though his enemies did not desire that their feelings be made public.
Emden was recognized and shown some honor by bsing advis ed with in regard to the
candidate to be chosen. His suggestion was accepted, ani&he Rabbi recommended by

him was elected successor to Bibeschutz.,

Emden continued his controversy with the followers of Hibeschutz; he estab~ kiZ’

lished a sch-ol in whieh,he taught those principles which were antagonistic to th

oL
b

principles taught by the pupils of Bibeschutz. Though many of the friends of Hi-

" ¥ i I SR ( L TAANYY L ’




beshutz were opposed to this move by Hmden, he was not hampered in his work.

Zﬂ*» Lo
; p i

. choice, the Rabbi of Alténa, for

Emden was disappointed in the man of his
the latter was not genuine nor honest in his work, nor did he fail to curry favor 4
with ‘the people,4'atﬁempting to please the opponents and friends of Eibegchutz

alike, )
During the year 1774, Emden had planned to journey to Falestine, where he in-

tended to speni the remainder of his life. e was unable to settle mattors before
leaving, and continued to postpone his trip. Triday evéning April 19,1776, HEmden
breathed his last, at the ripe age of eighty, A worthy accrostic has been ascribed
on his towbstone in Altona, giving evidence of the respect and.love for him felt

by those who know him.-

1. JV.EO VOl.V, p.]SO

2. Mendel Speyer, one of those who raided Emden's home for certain manu-
scripts later apologized to him  Auto. p.200 ff.

3. Mothod of election and secrecy described pp.209 ff. - Auto,

4, Ho paid deference to Hibeschutz and despite Emden's warnings honored
the grandson of Hibeschutz with the title L1 Auto, -~ p.211
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WORKS OF EMDEN_

Emden was quite a prolific writer showing a desire to put into form his opilong
» l Ly * 03 0 »
slreadyin his early life, After Chacham Zebi bad moved with his family from Emden,
Jacob had remained with an uncle of hig, with whom he studied his father's Responsa,

He then wrote an essay on his father's p'didn,
M

[

¥mden's early life was spont 1n study and teaching. While yet in Bruda, he

Ty

comploted his a'nhe mNY, a contump Here too hoe completed his

&N
,}wr 1¥t»on  gvn vk NY, He issued many padp-nand finished part of his WZE1"

When in Amgterdam (after his third marriage), he wrote his mww “ywhich
was & compllation of the laws and customs for the entire year. This work he bew

lieved to be of great necessity. Il comtsined all the prayers and all the duties,,

incumbent on an observant Jew. He included notes on personal advice and bits of

R EE . : ,
personal opinion.,” His intentions were misunderstood and attempts were made to
4

Cr

prevent its publication, but his opponents realized the futility of their cause.

The book was finally published Septl. 1748, The same vear Hmden wrote his Siddur.

His works may be divided into ‘two dlstlnct classosn polcm:ch and RabblnL~

cal, Among the polemical are:

Nehemish Chayy: Hiﬁ@schuﬁz, and others. Amsterdam, 1752

L Y

2. Bduth Bes Yaakob -~ on the supposed heresy of Hibeschutz, This also

L. Ny VOluv; Auvto.

L { i
2. An exception to this th t he desired <to publigh his views is the cas
of his Autobiography which he says was to show God's m rcy to him and to DlVO
courage to others in distress and flna¢3v to relabo his victory over his engw
mies., Auto, pp.33 & 54 £f. ] s

‘-«

3. Auto. - p.59

TR
T
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contains e letter to the Rabbis of the "Four Lands". Altona, 1756

3. Shimamush ~ 3 parts x}a refutation of heretical demongtrations .
1. 2

ﬁ/"Jg_‘

Amrterdam, 1758462
' 4. Shebirat ~ Lucholt Ha-owen - a refutation of Eibeschutz'sﬁﬁfﬁﬁ j?}f?/},

Altona, 1759

o
®

Three polemical pamphleots published in 1762

6, Four writings on money -changers and bankers. Unpublished

His Rabbinical works include?

1. Lechem Shamayim ~ commentary on Mishnah with.a treatise in two parts

on Maimonedeg "Yed", Bet Ha-bohirah - Altonsa, 1728, Wandsbeck, 1733

2. Iggeret Bikkoret - responsa., Altona, 1733

3. Bheelat Yeabetzw a collection of responsa. Altona, 1739a59

4, Siddur Tefillah « Altona, 1745-48

5. Bz Abot - a commentary to Abot and Lechem Nekudim -~ grammetical notes.

Anmgterdam, 17ol

6. Shaagat Arvch'- germon, also included in his "Kishshurim'Lyaakob.
R,

Angterdam, 1755

7. Seder 'Olam Rabbah we-Zutas and Megillat Taanit,- edited with oritie
cal notes., Hamburg, L1757

8. Mor U~keziah -~ 2 parts, the first part called a'78e _snserbeing an

oxpurgation of theZohar. Altona, 1761468

9. Zizim U-Ferachim - a collection of Kabbalistic articles arranged in

alphabetical order. Altona, 1768
10. Luech liresh « gremmatical notes on the prayers,and a criticisém of
Solomon Henas “"Shaare Tefllah". Altona, 1769

11.Shemesh Zedekeh - Altona 1772

Y
12. Posach Qadol ~ Tofillath Yeghurun, and Ghodd Kotcuhe Altone 1775

4. Though at first welcomed, the book soon met with groat opposition. In




w4

13. Shapre 'Azarah - Altona, 1776

14, Dibreh Emeth u~Mishpath Shalom -

Among his unpublished Rebbinical writings are:

1. Kishshurim le~ Yaskob - collection of sermong

2s Zoakath Damim - refutation of the blood accusation in Poland

3. Gab-'Ed - commentary to Reshi and to the Targum of the of the Pen.
tateuch
4, HIm la-Binah - commentary to the whole Bible

5. gm‘igﬁygkrag'ggﬁ;gﬁMgggggﬁg = algo a commentary to the Bible

6. Mogillath Sefer containing biographies of himself and hiigfather*ﬂ

. £
wrlttgn L1758 % y

Emden/also annotated several works among which are ¢ Saadia Gaon's "Sefer

ha-Pedut we ha-purken"; Elijeh Levita's "Meturgeman"; Caro's "Kereti u-Feleti",

5

He is also considered to be the author of a Kabbalistic work.

the second part he aggeed to remove all objections. Auto. pp. 169 £f.

5. Wagemasar in his foledoth Yaab@z
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AN APPRECIATION OF EMDEN

Jacob Emden famed as a groat scholar, was not altogether free from the li.
mitation of his age. He was a Jew interested in his people and in his religion,
Son of a learned Rabbi and descendant of a line of Talmudists, Emden was the bo-
neficiary of good training and strong chracter. His love for his father was of
such a nature that he desired to simulate him in his own life. In hig activities
one may say that Emden did succeed in living in accordance with the example set

him by his father. In nature, however, he fell short.

Eﬁden was unsociable, inconsiderate, and melancholy - a lover of solitude,
rerhaps‘all these were not his own desires. He had spent his childhood ih mise-
ry. Bconomic conditions were not the most favorable, and mor%so wore unfavorable

t
hig physical circumstances, He suffered with many diseases du}ing his childhood,
was pampered by his parents, and continued throughout all hig life to be a vice
_ tim of sickness and ennui., After leaving his father's home there was none to
comfort him. Physical discogfort and gensral unheppiness may be rightly blemed for
Emden's hetter nature.

Emden was well versed in Talmud and was eager for general knowledge. He
did not desire to limit his education to Rabbinic lore, but his peculiarvviews

preventod his acquiring vast knowledge in other fields of oducation.t Yet he was

far sbove the students of his day.

Bmden wrote much, was a skilled stylist, independent in nautre and fearlesg.
His fight for the truth was genuine and effective, though the means employed were
to the hurt of others and to his own hurt. BEmden was arrogant, quarrelsoma,.and

obgtinate, choosing every opportunity to declere spiritual war and employing the
0¥

most deadly weapons ‘to win his cause.® He did not know the meaning of furrender,

L)

L. Cfe pe .
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When he found reason for a quarrel (justly) but felt that hig timowes 1ot ripe,

. 3
he bided his time before he made any action.

His quarrels were always for the "right"; though many believe that he was
wérely quarrelsome, his life shows that he was anxious that fraud and felsohood be

dethroned, he was ever anxious for the welfare of the people.

Emden was strictly orthodox in his religlous views, and was true to dradition
despite the possible changes warranted by circumstances.4 In fact he considered
himgelf the guardian of true orthodoxy and took furtive glances at all wrongs
with his keen eye which seemed hypociicy and heresy; though they were not noticed
by those near at hand, In this respect he followed in the foolsteps of his father

who, too enjoyed the dangers of heresy-hunting,

limden was opposed to philosophy though he knew nothing of the subject. In
his peculiar manner he dared express that the "Guide to the Perplexed" could have

possibly been the work of so orthodox a Rabbi asg M‘aimuni.5

With his knowledge of the Talmud and his love of Judaism it may appear

gtrange that he did not possess any desire for the Rabbinate. A descendant of a
i
Rabbinical family, andone who craved for honor and respect, Emden had a peculiar’

I
desire to be elated to the Rabbinate in order to have the pleasure of declining
6
the~election, Only once did he accept the offer when he became the Rabbl of

Emden.,

. Gutman Klemperer //Cgeﬁv " p. 66
3. Cf. p.28
(\/ 4. J.E. Vol.V, p.150
v O Ibici;"ﬁwam NNouN

‘6. Cf. p. 43




Though differing in many respects from the people ang Rabbis of his day, he
was similar to them in his attitude towards Kabbala and the Zohar. He regarded
highly both Kabbala and its canon} the Zohar, His quarrels wero not against Kabbg,.

Ly

he himself e
ligts nor Zoheriéts, and porhaps/vwae not froe from belief in mysticism and Kemeog,

It may be noticed that the changes 1n his greatest controvessy were directed on the

ground of Shabbatian horesy and on no other ground. It was only later when Emden

t\'.rf,ﬁ R N
made a semrching study into the Zohar that he declared against iteAdauthencity.

Though the question of Shabbatian heresy was the main difference of opinion
and perhaps the main cause for the Emden-Ribeschutsz controversy,7 it way be congi
dered sufficient ground for the service rendered by Emden. He performed the tuask
of & purifier. The fangs of heresy (in the form of Messianism) had been imbedded
into tﬁe flesh of Judaism for guite a time, Heresies are of different typos. The
belief in Zebi, had threatened the foundation of Rabbinism, and Rabhinism though at

seemed to be it
inmea/a deterroent to progress, has always made Tor {jrerpreservatiod of: Tudeisn o
tEad che priogress: efic Jewry. Hspecially was this form of heresy dangerous when it
allied itself with Chrigtianity, which has always looked for the annihilation of
the people and the destruction of the religion. The Shabbatiang were dangerous, but

even more were they especlally treacherous, in hiding, and when they did appear

above surface they appeared in false form.

éraetz malntaing that history has not decided d@flnltaly whether Emden or
Eibeschutz was in the right. Nevertheless, this moot quosblon does not dotract from
the service rendered by Emden, RBibeschutz mey have been innocemt. If he were, he
was accused innocently, of a grave chargd@ut through the accusation was unravelled
the scheme of an enemy ‘that had buried it;elf secretly within,the bedy of Jewry and

{

was gnawing dt its voxy heart. #mden gucceeded in locating the disease., He may

" 7. Some believe that through personal grievance the quarrel started, and
to that cause it may be well attributed, See J.E. Vol.V,p.309




he Qﬁ§i>
have been mistaken,in the cause, but the knife that fthrugt helped considerably 1n

AL A
allogﬁng the pain end aided in the recovery. &mden cortainly prevented the growth
P :

of irrgtional mysticism which if continued would have led +o +the complele moral dew
basement and decay of ‘the Jewish peopquor the ovil had spread its roots throughout

the lands where Jews had settled.

If ho had not boen fanaticel in his point of view, (as many claim he was)

A ¥ ¥ )
he would havo perhaps not have succeeded. He performed a service, The means he ome
ployed were perhaps to his hurt, unfortunately, but his work should be remembered,

Hig contribution is perhaps too often forgotten.

168112
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