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In speaking ·of a history of a people, we are or-ten prone to think of ev(mts, 

political and social, of da-tes, of wars, of treaties. Though men-tioning charac

ters that have played important roles in ·the enactmer.l'I, of the drama of history 1 

we g0nerally think of them only as they a.re recorded in tales and legends - as 

people who have risen to the occasions that presented themselves, or as men whom 

circumstances have fio:rcedt,td abt::as tthey did. \lie are as a rule unmindful of the 

peculiar traits of the individual hero or villain in,history. We seem oblivious 

-to :th~> fact ·that the "person" was indeed a personality, human, with qualities 

and faults, with virtues and vices, capable of love and hate. Seldom do we, 

tmless we be historians, take i11to account the antecedent events and circumstances 

that are ·the roots whence spring certain cha.rac·ters. rt ia not uncommon to dis

regard the environment, physical and eipiritual that have i:nfluenced men in 

making them eHher benef ac·tor ar malefactor of mankind. It may seem trite to say 

that wi"vJ ii: not for p€iculiar circumstances, even·ts in history would have come ·to 

pass, they would have ·taken on a quite different complsxion. 

The writer essays ta bear in mind these various "bits of history" in the 

endeavor to give an accoun·t of the lite and work of Jae oh Emdon. In his desire to 

pov·tray the story of a char•ac-ter in such light, wHh ·tho knowledge, that appar6n:tlyJ 

unimpor·tant details may be of ma.j or significance, he was :lnfl uenced by his teacher 

Dr. Deutsch. 

With this idea in mind one feels tha:t in or.der to give a fairly adequate es ... 

tima:te of the life and work of Jacob Emden, one ·must proceed with a brief history 
j 

.J of Shabbatai Zewi and:,riovmncnt. Perhaps H there were, nevor ~ Shabba:tai Z<mi in 

history, there woul,d not have been a Jacob Emden, for Emden' s att:t·tude toward 



this mo:vemen·t has placed him in the history of the Jew./ 

Pa.rt one of this account then shall cor1.s::l.s·t of a brief history of the Sha:S ... 

batian movement. The second pa:rt of th:l.s ·treatise shall be divided inibo two main 

sectiona, the fired; dealing with<.the biography of Emden until the period of his resi

dence in Al·tona, and the second section wi:U deal with the r~maining years of hia 

life. Pa.rt three will be devoted to an account of Emden's works. Pa.rt four, the 

conclusion) will be the expression of an appreciation of the man Emden. 

I 
ii 



AND 



AN ACCOUNT OF SHABBATAI ZEBI AND HIS MOV.mWNT 
.._ -..,.,..... ..... -..,.,.. u...,,,_ - ........ ~ - - ..... ---

Shabbatai Zebi, the pseudo-Messiah, was born in Smyrna on the ninth of Ab 

I626. He was of Spanish parentage. As was the cur.5tom of the times, his father 

(Mordecai) desired th:1.n his son should intorest himself in the study of the Tal

mud. Shabb!~tai, however, was not attracted to hifJ study of rabbinic literature 

or perhaps it should be fmid that he was at,trac·ted more to the study of Kabba.la. 

He ·was eager for the knowledge of the Zohar, Luria's mya·ticiam fasdna·ted him. 

HE> believed that Kabbala could only be mastered by an ascetic. Ir'. "' 1 

i 

!t~.•,!-~t f'-··J-. ._,(, { 
·~_t 

'rhe year I666 was to play an important role in the history, of the liewish 

peQple. It was designated to be the year. of the fifth Monarchy. U was proclaimed 

by enthusias·ta to be the Messianic year during which Jews were to witness the com,.. 

I'd.ng of the Messiah, and we1r:e to be returned in full splendor and pomp to their 

land of Palestine. 2 The Zohar, the bible of the Ka.bbalists too gave testimony 

with regard to ·tht, corning of the Messiah for it declared that ·the year 5408 

(I64.S) would be the dawn of the ena of redemption. 

I. Graetz, J. H. Vol. V. ch, 4 

2. During the first half;:of : .. the 17th century some extravagant no·tiona 
of the near approach of the Messfa.nic, tim@ and more especially of ·the redemp
tion of the Jews and their return to Jerusalem were set fo1"th by Christian 
writers and emter·tained by Jews and Ohri::itia.ns alike. The so-called apoca .. 
lyp·f;ic year was assigned by Christian authors ·to the year 1666. 

Jew. l!lncyc. V<hl.t I, P• 219 

3. Ibiq. 



At the age of tv.renty Shabbe.tllti Zebi }ad be come na ster of a group of admirers. 

His pleasing personality, his comely appes.rnnce , his p•::culiar manners and his mode 

of life a.ttraced p0opJ.e and he soon found himself to be ·the leader of a number of 

followers. The year 1648 was approaching. Influenced by his study of the Zohar 

and by his love of Kabba.la, and feeling his ,influence ton o·f;hers, Zebi was no·t :tndif ... 

forent to arrogate to himself ~nusual powers and honor, He proclaimed himself to/ 
be a Messiah, the redeemer of srael. 'I'his attempted honor was not very successful• 4 ,(, 

·/,, ,l~~w,!;r;.~; 
for the college of Rabis pu·t him and his follo·.·. ers under ban. Zebi left Smyrna in 

1651. 

A.!t':ter leaving Smyrna Zebl finds himself in Salonica, which wa:, the home of mys ... 

tic ism and subsequently a. more f'er·tilo field for Kabbalistic farn ies. Here too he 

. gained adherence, but it seems that his profess ion, Messiah of the Jews, did not 

meet with general approv1l , for he was forced to leave Salonica. li'rom Salonica he 

travelled about, spending some tim~in Athens ,t,Oairh •amp: lflinally set out for• Jeru ... 

sale (1663). 
3 I 

Tho year of the approach of ·!:;he Messiah was near at end, andZebi thus far was 

unsuccessful in convincing people thathe was destined to be the savior of the Jews. 

But they who believe in fate and who depend on miracles do not dispair. Zebi had 

hopes and bided his time. Jerusalem was a frui tf'ul ccmtor for mystical. fancy, and 

the people of Jerusalem were therefore amenable to Zebi 1 s tactics and fantacies. 

People in dis·tress ,· particularly Orientals are susceptible -to wonder-workors 

who profess to relieve them of their ·t;roubles. '.l'he people of Jerusal~m were at this 

timo in very bad straits. 'l1he Turkishofficers had ·threatened them with extra heavy 

·taxation. Their only support could come ·through weal th. '.l'heir eyes turned to a 

vi.real thy Jew of Cairo •.. ZeM. was chosen as delegate to appeal to fuli.nr~ li'ato seem to 

prepare for all this, for when Zebi was in Cairo h0 had met this wealthy Jew (Raphael 

Joseph Halabi)and\1a~von his friendship • Zebi took 'T;t;\T5;c this oppor·l;un:i.ty to play 

the:;pn.r·t; of savior in the Holy City. 4· While in Cairo he marrfod ~girL: whe was de--
(--•-"· ·~, '"'". 

l ,:-·-( "li .('. (j,"t~~l\, q,, ... 
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clanedto be tho wife of the Messiah• Worshippers of Zebi who were influenced by his 

services in Cairo ( which wer0 of great benefit to the people of Jerusalem), date 

his powers,.0 as a mi:r-acle ... worker from ·this period. 

While in Cairo and on his return to Jerusalem, Zebi made progress in his dreams 

He succeeded in winning ·the staunch support of many followers. One who deserves spe

cial mention waEl Nathan Ghazati. His succe,gs spread with magnettc force but the 

RabM.s of Jerusalem felt his power growing andbegan to oppose him. Zobi soon left 

Jeru,9alem. His reasons for leai:ing is a moot question. li'rom Jerusalem he conti .. 
(j_ 

nued ·~raveling about, gaining adhere~_<:,.? as he journeyed. His success seemed to be 

of such a nature thatwhen he returned to Smyrna· (165:j), the b-nn thf.it had be01 placed 
WM 5 

upon hinyei ther wilfully overlooked or consciously forgotten. !~1ere he dared to an .. 

nounce himr:Jolf as ·!;he Meissiah (New Year 16!55). 1fo did so publicly and from no other 

place than the synagogue, and was welcomed :l;n,his now role by the people. His pre

tentions were accEip-~ed and the people actually prepared for the -time when they would 

leavettheir' homer;: for Palestine. Jews and dhris·tians alike believed in him. 
6 

No·t 
\ 

only the mases but also Re.bbis and men of cult.tural and philosophic!tl minds were among 
! 

his adh0r0nttJ. His fame spread ·throughout tpe lands and produced wild eixclirt~)1m:mt 

wherever his name was mentioned. 

4. ~r. - H. of J. Vol.V, p.J.25 

5. Ibid p.133 I 
i 

6. Ibid 
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PLAN AND PURPOSE OF 'l'HJ'J! SHABBATJ:ANS 

....,..... _ __,,.. --·-- .. ·~-~--~ 

It was pa.rt of the plam of th~'l Shabbatians to modHy and perhaps abolish 

Rabbinfoal Judaism. An important tenet of the Zohar, the, all-important book of 

the Cabbalists 1 is that in the time for grace, in th0 world order /:1.~.:~. tJ11~ /f~';IJ 
the rabbinical laws of Judaism would become nullified, the regulations concerning' 

lawful and forbidden ·things would lose thdr significance comple·tely. Since tb.e 

Messiah was a:t hand; to the Shabbatians the time seemed ripe for the neglect of 

and disregard for the Rabbinic law. J.t can be readily- seem that the Talmud w:lth 

:i.ts rie;orous laws was a "thorn :i.n the side" of the Shabbatians. n bound them on 

all, sides. 'rhey could not p!ll'Prlniee :!,heir activi tios and their loose mannors and 

feel compromised with the laws of the,R.abbis.
7 

The Messiah was to be their leader 

and the Rabbis were to have no authority. 

This attitude toward Rabbinism may be properly called its declaration of 

war. Though heretofore Shabbatai could count among his admirers or half ... admirers 

and f'ol1ov1ers many Rabbis, and though many who b<=Jlieved in the Talmud also found 

it plausible to suppor·t Shabbatai as Messiah and deliverer of Israel, these Rabbis 

now objected strongly to the activities and pratentions of -~he Messiah whose de

si:r@s were to destroy the law. In every communHy there could be found a few who 

were not s.s staunch in. their admiration for Shabbatai. Doub·t crept :i.n'to the 

minds of many w.rio were called o' 1 fJ 2 • Their numb~~rs were filled mainly by thos 0 }/. · :11·) / ,J , 

who/a~quainted with and learned in the Talmud desired to protect :i.t from the at ... 

·tacks ma.de by ·those anxious to dethrone it :from its seat of glory. 

7. Wheth~l1abbatai hirrurnlf' d:lnew of this conclusion is doubtful. But 
some of his adherents gave this ·theory prominence. A cex•·bain bit·berness 



It is necessary to p6int out that horetofore Rabbinism and Kabbala were 

closely· related i.e. many Rabb:i.s were si;udents and staunch supporters of Kabbe.la. 

This can also be seen from the ±'act that the cause of the va:rianc~etween the 

Shabbataians and the Rabbis was not Kabbala, buttthe attempts of the Kabba.lists 

who were now followers of Shabbatai to negate the importance of ·L :,:, Rabbinism. 

While ·their interest in Shabbatai. waned they remained true to the Kabbala. They 

felt that the attitude of hos-tili ty to the Schulchan Aruch and llabb1.mism was har

bore>ed merely by Shabbatai and his followers. The first step taken by the Shab

ba:tians toward the d:i.sint,egrat:ion of traditional Judaism was the changing of the 

fast of the tenth of Tabet to a day of feasting and rejojoioing. 8 This order was 

heeded by many. However, those who were adherents to the strict requirements of 

traditional Judaism, and who ex.panted the Messiah to add new burdens upon them 

before ·the day of redemption could come, were horridly shocked at thlhs decree. 

The activi tios of the Shabbatians in Smyrna became a matter of gree:t con

cern to the officials of Turkey. Their dreams were akin to exprassionsl.of re;.. 

bellion. They believed that in the year 1666 Zebi would place the sultan's crown 

upon his own haad. 9 Zebi was summoned -to the authorities to appear in Consta.n

tinopole. In true fashion Shabbata.i interpreted the summons as a measure in his 

bep.alf_, as another opportunity to prove his Messiahship, just as he had considere>d 

his trip to Cairo in behalf of the Jews of Jerusal·em. So certain was he of the 

't:6ward the Talmud and the Talmudfo method prevailed in this :ctrelilii••• 
In their wan·ton extravagance the Ka.bbaUsts had so entirely changed the 
ooneewtion of the doi ty, that it had dwindled into nothingness. Graetz-
H;st. of the Jews. Vol.V, p.142 

a •. Samuel Primo in the name of his divinity, directl'!!id a circular 
to tho whole of Israel in semi-official form. 

"The fire:t-bego·hten S()n of G·od, Shabbata.i Zebi, Messiah and redee
mer of the people of Israel, i;o a.11 ·the sons of Israel, Peaced Since ye 
have been deemed worthy ·to behold the great day and the fulf :i.llmont o:t' 
God's word by the propht'l·bs, youxtlament and, sorrow must be changed into 



outcome of his journey to Oonstantinopole that he made full preparations before he 

set out on his trip. One of the most interesth1g features of his plan fus that h~ 

divided the world into twon·ty-six par·bs assigning ·these partitions to his moa·t de

voted of friends and fol.1owers. 

As if the events of his.life were predestined, he began hi:9 journey to Con

stantinopole a:b the beginning of the year 1666. But arriving at tha landing-place 

Shabbatai was arrested. When brought before the high pfficials fand querJtionod its 

·to his lntentions, ha provi,d himself to be either an imposter or a coward. His 

reply was of a nature to warrant his innocence. He mairrtained that he was merely 

a Jewish o =>II , and that if. the Jews attached more importance to him, or,·, were greatly 

attached to him, that all tM.a was not of his doing. Despite h:i.s aosertions he 

was imprisoned. 

Zebi' a :i.mprisonment did not have a.ny evil effect on him; Instead of ta-

king his troubles ·ho be an evil omen I he understood them i;o be signs of his great

ness and importance. Nor did his plight effect any change of heart in his f'ollowera1 

Zebi was trs.nsf'erred from Oonsta.rrtinopole to the castle of Dardanelles a:t Abydos. 

And to Abydos his followers flocked from all count:i.res to catch a glimpse of the 

imprisoned savior. 

Belief in Zebi. bocam0 stronger. People everywhere made preparations to 

10 
return to Palestine. Blessings were inserted for Zebi in the prayers. Into-

re1;;rt in hlm and devoti.on to him emboldened Zebi. r30 that he continued in his be-

,.,,. . __ ....... ,.,..,_ ________ .,,,, __ .., __ ,,,..,__,, __ , .. __ ..,.._ 

in~;o joy, and your fast:i.ng into me,rriment, for· ye shall weep no more. Re ... 
j olce with song e,nd melody, a.nd formerly spent :i.n sadness and sorrow, int6 
a day of jubilee, because I have appeared." Graetz - Hist. of the Jews; 
Vol. V, p.143 · 

9. ,J.E., V_ol.XI, p.222 

10. Almost every,where a prayer• for him was inserted in -the following 



l:tefs. 

_7,_ 
11 He and his followers went so far as to annul more of the Rabbin:i.o laws. 

He i:J said to have planned a complete change in the Jewish foli1tivals, annull:i.ng the 

·triiditionabones even including the, Day of Atonement. 

But in·terest :i.n him was on the increase both among Christians and Jews. '.rhe 

populace was in a veritable frenzy. 'l'he sHu.a-tion in Turkey e:t this t:lmo is not 

diff:icul-t to understand. Matters c.ame to such a point that the 'l'urkish officials 

threa-taned Zebi wHh cruel punishment with conversion ·to Islamisrn as an alternative. 

· 12 On Sept. 14, 1666, he was brought before the suli~an and was converted. " 

faHh 

suite 

As would be expected, upon Zebi's conversion, some of his followers whose 

allow them to be deluded thus far, :followed 

realized that his a.ct may cast suspicion µpon 

him, theX'ef ore a faw days af·ter his induotion info the new fa:lth he wrote ·to his 

followers e:t Smyrna: "God has made me an Ishmaelite. He commanded and it was done. 

The ninth day of my rogent~re:Uon. 1113 

Though some of his followers e.pproved of his conversion and in turn e.ban

doned Judaism, Zebi' s. adoption of Islam pie1•ced the very· heart of many ,J(?wish com

murd:l;ies. Could it really have been true ·that they were following a mere phantom? 

G...,_______ ------------------... --,, .. ~-
form: "Bless our Lord and Kj_ng, tho holy and righteous. Shabbate.:l Zebi, 
the Messiah of the God of Jacob," Gra.e·tz - H. of J.; Vol.V, p.150 

11 ••.• He declared the fast of the 17th of Tamuz be abolished because 
on this very day h~ had realized his Messianic chart'l.cter •. ,. He appo:tnted 
the 23rd of Tall).UZ ( July 25 1 1666) , a Monday 1 ... ·to be kep·t as a stric·t Sab-
bath, Ibid - p.151 

12. Gr. - H. of J. Vol.V, p.155 
J.E., Vol.XI gi.ves Sept. 16, 1666 as the day and refers to Buchler 

in "Kaufman Gedenkhuch" p. 453 No·te 2 Bres la.u 1900 

13; Gr. - H. of J. Vol,V, p.155 
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The disillusionment was bi ttor. 'rhey wor~ ashamed of' their folly, v10r0 j f:H'>rod by 

young and old, mocked at by Christians. And in the domain of '1.'urkey disaster loomed 

on the horizon; The sultan planned to destroy all ,Tewa in his C➔mpire, for the belief 

in Zebi and in his pl1;ms was tan:tamount to rebellion. Ho was provontod from carry

ing out his plans by his counselors. 

All thiB did not put an ondto the Shabbatiancmovemont. Zebi still was the 

distinguished Messiah. Many of his followers were not dismayed by the circumstances. 

Samuel Primo, Jacob Ir~rael Duchan, Jacob ~""alliachi held faat to Zebi. His convers:i.o-,,\ 

was enshrouded in mystery. Certainly the Messiah could not have forsaken them., 

Through their efforts the people renewed the faith in Zebi. Once aga:i..n congregations 

in Hmyr.na began to :i.nseri; their blessing for Shabbatai :tn their prayt:)rs. 

'l1h0 Rabbis, ea-pecially those of 'rurkey I now fol t that thd.r word lffo.s noodecl~ 

Ono more uppli::sing of tho Shabbv.:tians might have meant dloorn for the Jews, o.nd again, 

they wanted to ste.mp out all traces of Zobi and his followers. They thereforE, placed • 1 

undor ban all those who dared even to pronounce the name of· ZeM. or to converse with 

his followers, DJ?.dthrpatened to hand over a,11 transgressors to secular}~uthor:i.ties. 

14 Despite these effor-!;s, Shabbatai 1 s followers persisted in believing :i.n him,· am 
. 15 even observed his rulJ .. ngs • 

In the yoa.r 1680 Zob:i. soon bogen his revolutionary :fantasies anew. r----· Ho posed ~. 
as a Mohameclan andperhaps .~nfluencod someof his i.tew ... coreligionist1;1 and perhaps in·be

restod them :i.n the Kabbala. ffo, was now given more freedom andbegan associating 

vr:i.th Jews more and more. He played a double role, appearing as Jew and then again 

as Mohamed.an. Despi·te ltlis conversion he persisted in his cm rac-tor o.s 

14. Gr. - H. of J. - Vol.V, p,156 ff. 



I' 

Messiah. He posed as an a.rden·b Jew and ·hhen again as a devoted Mohameds.n. 

This double role undoubtedly aroused the suspicion of the Turkish authorities 

and resulted in his banishment from Conatantinopole. He was sent to Dulcigno, a 

small town in Albania, that had no Jewish population. Here he lived until the day 

of his death abandoned and 
~ 

th 7 ZJ 

forei.mken. He is f.'laid to have died on the day of A-bone-

........ - .,. _______ ,. ______ ,, _____ , .... ,._..,,,___,,,_ .... __ .. __________ _ 
1~. J.E. Vol.XI, p.225 In many communities the l'/th of Tamuz and the 

9th of Ab were still observed as fea.s·t days despite bans and exoommun:lcations, 



TV'lO -

0 F -- EMDEN -----



JE\'IJISH SCHOLARSHIP NI' T~ND OF SEVENTlUJI!NTH CI~NTURY --- ...... _ ·-- ---- - .. - _..., ~ .... __________ ...,,..,._.. 

A't a period when people are ihluenced by pure mysticism and are easily led 

and influenced by flimsy dreams of one individual who ~l!>rogates fo himself the 

power of saving an en·~ire human race, one can expec·I; to find the people to be 0ffl,,}r/J,·t1'{: 

moved by reason andpure thought. Posrdbly those who are oppos~d to the Kabba.la or 

'to the mystic elements :i.n religion may main·bain tha.t the study of the Zohar and Kab .. 

ba.la may have been responsible for the fact th1:.1.t Jewish scholarship was a:b a very 

low ebb at the end of the seventeenth ce'mtury tmd a·t the beginn:i.ng of' the eight

eenth. On the other hand they who aro opposed ·bo mere study of the Talmud, may 

say that the Jews of th:i.s period were :i.n this condition because thLy limi·ted their 

study to the Talmud. 1 

'l1he masses were very ignoratl't and 1rnperst:ltious and having none to lead 

them, or rather having leaders who were equally bigo·ted and suporst:i.t:i.ous, they 

romained steeped in ignorance and even utterly helpless. '.rhey depended on miracles, 

loolrnd for wonders, Naturally then, such soil was fer-tile for the cul·tivation of 

fake-cures and wonder..,workers. The belief in mag:i.c spread as :lf by magic. Igno

rant Rabbi and ignorant congregat:l.on believed in and suffered because of this ab

erra·tion of the Jewish mind. The Rabbis wrote amuh:rl;s (Kameos) which were bel:i.eved 

to have the power ·to cure one of' disease. This work was 9ft0n required of them and 

they seemed to dev·ot0 themselVefi to th:is duty· 2 l f . 7\.~ ! ''J,t,.,,,~ .. lzl · · ·· • I ·•.;;r·· , , 

I 
L·l (t/J ,-{.e? .. ?-·t , /: ,/' 

~:::r,., 

-... ~ .... ---------- -· ---··---~---~----~---_j_, ____ __:~~--~--~·-··.!_Li:L..iL ...... __ 
1. 'rhe leader,J of the community were for the most part led astray wan

dering as in a dream, and s.tumbling e.t every step. But few i~abbis occupied 
themselves w:L-th any o·~her knowledge beyond the Talmud, or entered on. a new 
path :tn iihif:l study. Grae:rtz ... His·t. of Jews; Vol.V,rp.200 

2. Graetz - H, of J. Vol,V, p.201 
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Quite different from other periods of .Tewish history, little qf worthy 

literature was produced at th:Ls t:Lme, little of poetry was written, and history 

was almost neglected. Ra.bbis wro·te q11i-t0 a heap of ma-t;erial I but the wrltlngs 

were heaps upon heaps of petty quarrels, or groups of sermons., new r-md litnimportant 

interpretat:tons of Rabbinic works, and a few books of devotion. Many of the 

Rablbis wrot<.'J pamphlets or books as a means tlil provide themselvos with eti.rn:l.ngs. 

In such a society one can not ElXpect thc:i morals of the people to be of the highest 

character. Jews became very me:terial:i.stic. 'l1he method of attaining wealth was 

of no concerni the main desire was to obte.in weeJ.th. People did not live in ac ... 

cords.nee w:.i.th the moral teachings of ·their religion. Jewish society b0came divi

ded into "castes 11
, the rich helong:Lng to the "worthy" class. '11heae ri<lh e.nd. af

fluent Jews were made leaders of the community. He whose fort\me :Lt was to have 

weal·th was given honor and respect by tho Rabbi and congregation. 3 Most of the 

Jews dur:i.ng this period suffered povor·ty, and this condi tfon. may, be rospons1ble 

for the state of affairs.4 

INJ:t"'LUI•:NCE <l1F THE SHABDA'111ANS --·--.. -·-- -- ,..,.......,._ --.......... _ ........... 

After the dea·th o±' Shabba:ta:i. ZeM., belief in him did not come i;o an 

end. A certain Daniel BonHaux, an uneducated cantor of Smyrna. kep·I; alive the 

belief in Zebi. ~~he rosusei'tation of a bel:t.ef in Zeb:i. was no·t to proceed untram

meled in its path. The Rabbis of Smyrna were eager to pre:ven·t trouble so through 

3. A satire of ·the period scourges very severely tho almighty pow0r of 
money, to which an bowed down. 'I'hc!l11 dollar binds and loses, :i.·~'@.d.ses ·tho 

ignorant to the chief o.ffitl:es of the communi·hy. 11 Gr .... H. of J. Vol.V, p.205 



... 12 ... 

their efforts Bonifaux was compelled -to leave Smyrna. However, banishment from 

Smyrna did not deter him in his activi·tiea. Kabba.la spread its ·~entacles to Po

land where it clung tenaciously. The doctrines of the Shabbatians were taught 

by a certain Mordecai of n~isenstadt (Mocheach). He seemed to influence the people 

of Bohemia, Hungary, Moravia, and Italy. He posed as Shabba·~e,i f':1.:se.n from the 

dead. Perhaps it may be so.id that the Shabbatian sect began in Poland at the instiE 

gation of this Moses of Eisenstadt. 11 
~_...~ ... -

When the Shabbatian movement b0gan to show life within the borders of Ger

many, the Rabli,ru~s usual took not:tce and proceeded to attaok the movement. The 

Rabi to be consuHed in this instance was Ohacham Zebi, non0 other than the father 
i;:: 

of Jacob Emden I and curiously enough the son of a most zealous Shabba:tian. ,) 

4. Ib:ld 

5. Graetz - I·l:i.at. of Jews; Vol. V, p.221 
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Jacob Emden, Yab0z, W8.iJ born mib Altona Jun0 4, 169? o Jacob ±srael as he was 

called,vms the son of Zebi Hirsh Ashkomz:i.,a noted Talmudist, who in turn was a den ... 

His paterna~ grandfo.ther whose name 
;·:; ,·-/-··-..,C·t~ ~ it!- -

pad od bf tho Ghmalniecki mssacres. 2 

His grandfathex· Jacob was in the locality which ·was traversed by tho Gos.saka. During 

one of the:i.r attacks, ha was separated from his wife and fan ily and had almost lost 

his lif ~ e.t the hands~f the marauders.. Onlra miracle saved him from death; 
3 

Shor:tly 

after this incident Jacob reuni·bed wlth his family. 

Zobi, father of Yabez was born in Moravia, whene his fathi~r{joinrit). the family 

af'ber hi,s escape from the marauders. He studied with his fathEn· and wi'th his 

grandfather, was diligent and capable. Wb:i.J.e a ;rnuth he went away, fro his home, 

4: 
journeyed to Salon:t.ca. He spent most of his time with Elijah Kovo. F'rom Salonica 

ho returned to Bodin, his father's home. While still in his youth he acquired fame 

e.s a student. He wrote 

tion of hif,erudi'tfon. 

a sories of Responsa which were considered to be a manifesta ... 

(/.{ 
Zeb:i. me.rr:i.ed into a family thatwas wealthy and respected in Bodin,. In tho 

year 1686 Austria conquered the fortretJS Bodin from ~~urkey. 
5 

During the attack on ·t 
6 

the city his wife andchild were killed 

1. J.E. Vol. II, p.201 

His parentfJ and relatives 
,._.11c,.,_~;,r,1'"-:/'ofrAl;<t,;;!, '• 

r-.._ .,,,+ " t .... l(\ .. ,r-
-------~')· t ...... \.,"1'\ .,,...,_...,.~------·"-·-·--
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were s,,nt to' Ber:J,in having been ·taken captive by tho Aurirtrians. During the siege 

or J1/n"(B~:::nr~~:il office as Rabbi in the city or SarajellO, 
7 

When he hoard - .. 
that his family were sent to Berlin, he made his way to Germany. He had little of 

money left at his disposal and yet would not accep·t financial aid. 
8 

Thon he began 

a series of wanderings. Zebi travelled to Venice, thence to Prague. He had al

rfw,dy achieved fame, and in Prague he was offered an opportunity to marry; he re

fused and went on to Berl:i.n, Here,too, he had several opportunities to marry into 

wealthy families. These he refused, for he desj,red to marry into a family of hono;i;: 

table lineage; he :respected intellect and was not (3.ttracted by wealth. While in 

Berlin he married Sarah, daughter of Meshalem Zalman Neumark, chief,Rabb:i. of Alto ... 

na,Hamhurg, and Wandsbeck. 9 This Sarah was the mother of Jacob Emden, a.nd of four 

othor sons, and five daughters. 

Zebi was soon elected as Ra.bbl :ln Altona, where the leaders of the con-

gregations built a school for him. '.ro theis inst:i."bution came students from Po... \ 

land e.nd Lithuania, for Zebi's knowledge was known to people everywher@. For thi, 

work Zebi accepted no remuneration, he taught for the love or the work. He hatod) 

pelf , and even refused to accept money for servfoes for which other Rabbis did 

accept remuneration and to which they were entUled. J,O Zebi was very devoted ·to 

the study of the Torah, he was interested in neither personal gafo or glory, he 

lived a simple life and his e.im was llO:t:H'.l other i;han to fulf:i.11 the precepts of 

his religion. flis time was spen·t in the school ( T ') :5 'f), though his income was 
rJ,(,.111..,ll.,,r 

only sixty dollar~i a year. Liv:i.ng under such circumstances H is not surprising to 
... ~·---.,,..~-...,..,....,' 

learYJ. tha:b he was neHher strong nor did he enjoy good health, He was rrtrict, in 

his cl:i.et and admonished his children not to indulge in luxuries, for luxuries makel 

the mind dull •11 'rlw admonition ·to hls children may no·!; s·l;and a s c:ientif ic ·test, 

4. Auto. p.8 

Ibid - p.4 note~ j~ 

I};:,\/ r..-ti • 
{ \ ' -l(tt/)t, I-'.,{ lft!.(/;i·rmh'0'•~.' ! 

I ! 



but H sheds light on the men's desire for lmowJ.0de;o and for oducated ch:lldron. 

Cul tur0, as he underrJtood H, was paramount to all else. 

Zebi taught for a period extending to twenty years. He acquired fame 
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not only in Altona, Hamburg, and 'W'andsbeck, but also in other countrieEi. ~e was 

known even in Jerusalem., Polish Rabbis as well as Rabbis throughout Germany wrote 

to him for his opinion on diUerent questions that perplexed them. His word was 

law not only to the Ashkene.z:L RabM.s j even the Sephardic Rabbis sought h:i.s opinion,. 

He was actually considered as authority. H 0 soeoo d to care for the religious 

life in Jewry, seeing thatmany were lax in their observances, particuib,1•ly on the 

Sabbath and to Passover, he iirnuednew decisions CJ1 t./j>··n). 

Zebi was f.ather to the needy and oppressed. Charities were distr:i.buted through 

him ta those who were in want. He was entrusted wi-th,vast sums, for the wealthy 

knowing his honesty and his strong character realized that~)roper distribut:i.on would 

be made by him. 12 

'!'he community of :tarusalem had::l.d~pm:l.dad:Dl6.nrfoi1lrn existence on money sent from 

European counthies. Custodians of the moneys collected were located at Frankfurt

am.:..Mein, Vienna Venice and J0rusalem. But the Jews of ·bh:i.s poriod,bein8 of a 

13 
lower morale ·!;hen was characterisUc of the Jew, were not careful in the distri-

bution of charHy. Vast sums of money wer0 embezzled or losi; ,which fact had 

clt1~astic effect on tho people of Jerusalem • 

5. Ibid - p.4 Note 4 

6. Ibid - p.8 

17. J ,E., - Vol.II, p.201 

8. Auto, 

9. J.E., Vol. II, p.202 

10. Auto. p .11 
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The community a~ ,Torusalem ( the Ashkenazic element) w1:w almoeJt reduced to a mini-

mum. When Zebi was Rabbi in Amster-dam ho took upon h:trnseH the task of dis·f;r:lhuM 

ting tho moneys fox• Jerusalem ·through reliable partj_es and in a systematic manner. 

14 Jacob J~mden in his autobioe;raph:V- sta:t03 that ho had seen the rocoiptB for the 

moneys. This act on tho pe.rt of Zebi was meant to enablo the people o.f Jerusalem 

to establish religious schools and congregations, as did the Sephardic Jews who 

were supported :tn the:lr enterprises by contr:tbut:lons from Amsterdam. London, Mo .. --- :], 
rania and Turll:ey. Zeb:t h9..d warned the German Jews of the EmbE)Zzlement of funds 1 

but his cries fell on deaf ears. 

Z0b:i Ashkemud seemed to be differon-t from the average Rabbi of that day. 

This well-versed 1.rnholar in '.folmud and Rabbinic literature, whose education, extend

ed beyond these borders. Jacob Emden r:Jpeaks of his abilities and qualities, 
15 

and considc·J:t'B among thooe worthy of mention his knowledge of worldly affairs, his 

ability ·to speak Spanish, :rtal:i.an, '.rurldsh, Hungarian, and Gvrmun. He cons:i.d0r0d 

him an able statemna.n consulted :i.n secular and polit:Lcal matterr1 as well as on 

mat.tors of Jewish concern; He waD of an affable nature respected by those who 

knew him, for they realized his sincerity and conscientiousness. He was offered 

fi.nand.al assistance when in need bu-[; ·was pers:Ls·tout in his refusals of aid. 

Shortly aft,,r his second marriage he ongaged in business with a par·tnor; 

-ho invested money, expecting to devote himself to hir:: studies. The bus:lness was no·~ 

successful, the money was lost, the partner fled to Amsterdam. This affair led hi~ 

to worry and he was soon over·baken by sickness. 

J.l. Au·l:;o. - p.12 

p.1((, 

13. er. P. :ma 

12. Au·r.o. 

14. Auto. - p.15 



He reoupElr.ated from his financial los01:.1. Fr:ionds of his aided him in new 

business enterprises wh:lch proved very successful. Among his fli!iends was a cer·tain 
(J._ ~J.ftt< 

Reb· Moerns. His Hnancial pursuHs brought him·rnuff icfont for his needs and he --...., 
pers:tstetrtly befugbdl fum: aculllr3t.::rem6.neratli.6u f!or,:.his, .. services to the community. 

,·)'' ' ~ (f; 
-H1'-""l°~/v.f.ll 

After the death of Zalrnan Mitriles, chir;'Jf Ritbbi of the thrc,e communities 
r---........,_,,_-.d/1., 

(Altona, Hamburr;, and Wandsbeck), interest was keen in the election of a new Rabbi. 

One party favored the election of Chacham Zebi, son--in--law of the departed lc:iader, 
/)11,,#•~---(A ;i, it.A•s1k'.t,,f,+.d.. 

while another group fa voted ·the elec'bion of Rab Meir bon Alex on der Rothenberg, 
,....,..__,,,..,_,, r-•••or-. .. ,, .. 's.,...,....,...,..,..,_""""'-

son-in-law of the weaHhy Israel Furst. _Zobi had been elected Rabb:i. of the two 

communities, but ·the division cJ.rOE-Je in Altona, where i't was finally decided that 

both Rabbis i~hould serve, for :Joriods of fdx mon·ths eq.ch.
16 

Quarrels muHiplied, 

and Zebi finally decided to return to his work in the school (rabbi of the Klaus)
17 

and refused to reconsider tho posHi.on of Rabbi of Altona despite ef'for-ts on thf!l 

part of his friends, who urged him to hold his post. 

Shor-[;].y after resigning from his post as Ra.bb:i. in Altona, he was elected as 
· ~. 5""tt,·{/ 

Rabbi of Amsterdrun in 1710, He accop-ted this posHion at a salary of seventy-five 

gildens annually. He refused to accept gifts for his services, desiring to be in

dependent and ·to be obligated to none j ho wished to act justly and hones-Uy in 

19 
his off' ic:lal capacity, e.nd refused remuneration for any duties that ho performed. 

He wai, honored and recognized both by Sephardic and Ashkenaz:ic, (generally one 

Rabbi was not satiafactory to both parties). 

From the very beginning he onoount0r0d a host:i.le party. 1rh0 commun:i.ty had 
a 

b00n divided througly' conflict over ·two otairbt1rs ·1. 'r:he prevailing party was headed 

150 Auto. p.16 

16. Auto. p. 22; J .E • - VOL. II, p. 202 1 - Does no·t; mention that contro-
versy arose only in Altona 

17. J.E, - Vol. II, p.202 
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cedain AAr~ Gakish. Efforts were made by them 
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to w:i.n the favor of Haham 

Zebi, but the latter dec:i..ded only on the scale of merH, which :i.n this case was 
20 

duo ·to the WC·>aker par·ty. '.rhe weaker par·ty was finally vindicated by the governmemt. 

Matters came to the point that they wanted him to resign when his con·tract termi ... 

nated. 21 

Though his father was a follower of Shabbatai Zebi, I-Jo.J,.am Zebi was a 

strong opponent of the Shabbe:tians. The occasion presented itself while he was in 
fl. :J,\f 1 

Amsterdam, trhmake clear his point of view in this matter. Chiyye. 2,:1!,ll!~ had 

made his way to Amsterdam. He was mistaken by Zebi to be an old enemy of hls but 
22 

when the erJltc'\~ei~i{,:',~~·tiflt1,: Zebi, gentleman that he was acknowledged h:Ls mistake. 

However, C!~1;,rl:!:!11 'wt.is accused of endorsing heretical articles of Cordosa, which we.s//,/J,"1/~'J( , 
f',J.., l 

transla·ted to being a believe in Shabhatai Ziabi. Chayyim relented from h:i.s ©:O,llllt'Jfflle ,., ~ • --------
for a time but soon soon rea.ccepted his former faith in Shabbatai. These ae·t:lons 

aroused the suspicion and curiosity of even some of the Portugese members of the 
. N~1-f-t.:;::.. ( vv-~/t ij,.,.t~i:t>r-,.t (),..111t~f',,t t2 ",,,1 1 

c01mnunity. A certain Moses O'r1ag:l.s'•sided wi'bh Chacham Zebi (Ashkcmazi) and le.fer 
. ¼ -~ .,,..,_.,_ • ..,.,,. ; • _,.,,,,,~.,, .... _".~::-. - -"'•'"' ~-..,•.n. ~ 

was asked to exam:i.ne the writings of Chayyim. 
23 When the inves·Uga·~ing comm1:ttee 

r}vvv 
who favored I;layyim failed to report the results of its investigation of I;{ayyim' s 

works, Ashkenazi 

action the other 

24 
placed the S~~:~i1.tians under ban (JulY 23, 1713). After this 

party led bytAyllon, Rabbi of the Portugese element announced 

that ij:ayyim was innocent of the charges. 25 AshkEmazi did not find h:inwelf in com ... .--,-

18. Auto. - p.24 

19. Ib:i.d 

20. Ibid - p.29 ff. 

21. .r.E. - Vol.II, p.262;- sttites that record found which shows the.-b 
Ashkenazi's salary was withheld :from h:tm. 

22. 

23. 

J.E.~ Vol.II, p.202 

Auto. - pp.30 & 31 

\ 
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fortable circumstances after these proceedings, for tho ];>ortugese element was the 

more prominent, being the most wealthy, holding the. highest posit:i.ons in the cornmu ... 

nity, and owing their advautages to the priority of their residence in Holland. 26 

Ashkenazi stood alone except for a few friends that remained loyal to him. Seeing 

that Ashkenazi could not be fJWayed frorn his position, the :i.nfluential Por.tugese 

elemen·t .took the matter to the secular courts. It is intereF.Jt:ing to note hare tha·t 

Ashkenazi experienced a cycle of ev~mts in his anti-Shabbatian:,activities sim:llar to 

those undergone later by his son. 

Professors were consulted for opinions in the case and the king was ap

pealed in the behalf of ijayy:u:n, bec1;1.use of the latter's belief in Zohar. 

king perforce decided in favor of ija.yyr1utn. 27 'rh:Ls ac·Hon and the infidelHy of ·the 

Portugese caused Ashkenazi to leave Amsterdam. H:ls .family wa,s sent to Flmden, while 

his family journeyed to London in the beginning of 1714. 28 

His decision to.go to London was due to the invitation tendered him by Se

phardic Jows of London, men who knew him when he was head of the school o.t' Al·cfJo •• 

na. At tha:t; time the Portugese of London wanted to elect him as their Rabbi, but 

he refused because as he main·tained, he desired to live as an Ashkenazi and ·to 

raise his family in the same form of Judaism. 

However, when the hews of Ashk0naz:L 1 s trouble reached London, he was called 

and received wii1h great honor. '.rheir love for, the man was so deep, that they desired 

a portrait of him., which he r'°dused because he believed that photography was 1'\' ,, ttr;:J r:, 
..,..lll.,..~~<;t~_,,,.....i,;~,.~,r~rl>'~'"'·""" 

Nevertheless, a portrait of him was ob·tained by some means, 

24. J.E. - Vol.II, p.202 

25. ,Auto.- p.30 Emden sta·bos that Ashkenazi's opinion was accepted and 
later the book in question was taken from h:iJn. The party tha·I; examined the 

• T~rol!'·"' t t f book favored ¥,ayy1m and made a favorable,-.. 'l'hey ·then ·turned ,he hea:r ·s o 
the commun:i.ty against Ashlcenazi 



Aftor the festival of Passover, 

Ile then proceeded to Poland, stopping 

29 and Bres.lau. 

.. 20 ... 
Ashkenazi retm~mid to his family in r1;mden. 

for a While at Hanover, Halbe~atadt, Berlin, 

While in ·the vicinity he was called to Hamburg to serve as a member of ju

dicialboarclconvened ·to settle a compl:tcated legal question. 30 

f > 
In the.year 1'71'7, Ashkenazi was caJ.1.ed as Rabbi to Lembyrg. Though he h0ld 

office for only four months, he was honored and respected in his congregation acl 

by the c01m11unity at large. The Jews of li~mb:e(ll'g were s_i.E}..QJ)Bd in ignorance I and Ash-
~· -~~'""'v .._.,,.,,-"-='""'' 

kenazi planned and ac·tually began to teach them Jewish lore, but his efforts could 

not bear fru~t, for soon after he accepted the position he died (Rosh Ghodash Iyar 

1718). 31 

Ashkenazi was one one of the moat d:i.stingulshed men of h:i.s day. Scholar, un-

aeJ.l>flsh, honest, and devoted to .. truth, he ofteninourl?ed the ~1rath of those whom he ! ) 

bi-tter.ly oppoBed. He was lamented by his col'l"~emporaries, who united in ,praising 

his learn:lng. Only part of his works have been prin·ted - his •~~ o :,n J11;;J.II./J.J.l ; , 

which he wrote and edited while in AmGtordrun in 1712. 32 

Asi;.rrnnt1.zi raised a son vrho conscien·tiously and eagerly continued ·tho work 

for which ABhkermz:i. prepared him. In scholecrshlp I character, and interests Jaob 

Emden was a worthy won of his father. 

-----·· 
26. Auto, - p.32 

2'7. Auto. - p.34, 

28. J .E • w, Vol. II, p.203 
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30. Auto -· p.41 

31. J\uto. - p.4-5 ff. 

32. J.E. - Vol. II, p.203 
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(),,. 
Jacob :mmden, whose roe.l mame was Jacob Israel ben Zebi AfJhkenazi whno0 is 

derived. the name "Yaabez" resembled his father Ghacharn Zebi whom he mad0 his model 

. l'f l :t.n :i. e. Ho was a welcome child being the first son born to his paren-{;13, being 

predeeded by three girls • 

. Shortly previous to :mmden' s birth, h:is father suffered groat financial loss 

in a business enterprise Jn which he had been engaged wHh a partner. Those lor:ises 

had grciatly affec-ted his heal th and he bHc1.u110 a victim of the bubonic plague. 2 

Being crit:i.cally ill Ashkonazi j ourneyod to a health resort for recuperation I bu·!; 

returned in time to introduce his son into the covenant of Abraham. Emden was born 

on the fHteenth of Sivan 1697. 3 Ashkenaz:i. \/'ms then forty years of age. 

Emden was not, blessed with a s·trong constitution, having been inflicted w:i.th 

4, 
many_diseas0s, at times boing critically ill. He was a pampered child, but his 

parents took care not to carry tho affections to ·the point of spoiling him. At 

the age of ·three Emden was sent to school. He was d:i.ligent in his studies, for !c1.t 

the o.ge of five he had complet0d,.J'•.:i1.:i. ...,,;)on• His His early school days did not 

benefit him physically. His .father j,:,!il.alizod the evil 0f'fec-ts tlmt this early -tr:ai-
0~ r 

ning had on Jacob I and determined Ho send ltds other sons to school so early in life,,, 
0 

Jacob continued ·to study wHh his fa:ther during their poriod of residence in Al-

tona and from 1"110-1'114 during their residence in Amsterdam. 6 

1. Grae-l;z ... "Gosch. dt)r Juden" - Vol. X, p.357, note 2: J~E$ Vol.V, 
p .14,9; ... l!imden was officially called Jacob Hershel. 

2. Au·to. - P•,.~·- Emdon calls it the black diseas(~ which is generally 
understood to be the bubbnic plague. -- ... 

J:' ,.11 if 

Ctl,(i, C 7r.._,Cf't1-t ,-1;_I;_ 



-22-

Emden was still a child when he real:i.zed fully well tho meaning of h:i.s fa-

ther's experiences in life. It seemfi that Ashkenazi's f:Lnancial losses were the 

cause of g:reiat worry to h:tm, for Jacob attributes his father's poor health to his 
2 

fa:thor' s finandal losses. 7 He and his sisters well understood the troubles that f r~----------------.. --•-~ 
his father had experienced in the commun:i.ty of Amsteirdam.

8 

In the year 1710 Ashkenazi answered the call from tho cornmun:t ty of' Amsterdam, 

A controversy arose over the pos:i.tion of Chazan (cantor) which addod oeriously to 

the worries of Ashkenazi. Emden seems to have been greatly affected by his father's 

experiences, for he mentions them in his au·tobiography;
9 

Ernden was Bar MHzvah at Amstv1rdarn. Shortly after this milestone in his 

life began a period of distress for the family of Ashkenazi. During this period 

'l'ho period referred to by Emden is the 
-Vf A.;" {.:_,·i_ 

\\, -i;{ ·-·::11ri~ ~-
condutions were not conducive to study. 

one during which hh1 father incurr·ed. the ha:tred of those who supported J;[:iyya Ijlay... · 't : 
~'ffl''5'.-,Y<'I) ' ),\ 

j~~- Emden attr:lbo:tos the blame for the troubles -t;o Solomon Aylon, Rabbi of the Yf'HHt,J.it ,;_),i_;,• 

Portugese element. 10 ,i: 

Ashkenazi had gono ·to London (1714) after ho had given up hi::1 pos·t il'l Am-

sterdam. 'rhe fe.mily was sen·t to Emden. Thf, mother imd her five sons and fi.ve 

daughters all of whom were born at Altona remaJ:ned wi thou·t their leader for a 

few months. Upon Ashkcmazi's return from London, Jacob was offered an opportu-

nHy to marry the learned daugh-ter of a certain Reb Loeb Emd~n. Ashkenad opposed 

the rna·tch ±' or a reason that he d:td no.:~"~Jy~~!.fci~:.. Though Emden felt that the piarriagti 

·----------~,,,~. __ __.\' _________ t;,r'c '", UJ,~;;,~ ~ 
,. Gr. - ttG, der J." - Vol.X gives date 1698 -

4. Auto. - p.56 ff. 
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would have Benefited him him and would have proven a worthy one, his love and res .. 

'· . f t t d hi f ' h · t ll pee·~ for hJ.s a ·her preven e . 111 rom expressJ.ng l.s v: ews. 

The family soon began journeying to Poland. Dudng t,he year 1715, Ashkenad 

! 12 
was call0dto Hamburg to judge a complicated legal case, and ·t;ook Jacob with him. 

Emden was\sitric:&'ei\,rHh a blood-disease and wE1,s forced. to remain in Hamburg for a 

time, He then re·f;urned to Brealau where Emdem was married, 13 

Asij.kenazi valued education and honor more than weal th and doafuredc,:hhat hla 

children should be joined in wedlock only with members of cultured f'e.mHies. Em .. 

den married the daughter of Mordecai ben Naphtal Cohen, Rabbi of Unga:risah Brod 

Morri,:i,da. 14 At the age of seven•~oen .L!:mden was separated from his home, for shortly 

a.f·ter his marriage Ashkenaz:i. returned to his duties in Hamburg and Emden journeyed 

wi'th his wife and hir3 father-in-law to Mora.via. 15 

Emden' s separe:'don from his father had Hs effects on the young man. His 

weak condition, his desire for study, and above all his love for his father made 

him ft:H,l his lonesomeness.
16 

Emden was promised dowry, which his father-in-law could not supply. He had 

d ll ~h ' 'ft b th r~4 ~nds of th~ fami'ly. 17 0 ~ t even use a.. ·1, e money g:i.ven as g1 s y e L .,_.., ,J ons ,;an· 

requests for tho money that Emden needed wer~1 of no avail, 'l'his disappointment 

soon led to unkind feelings, made Emden m.is~rable, and almost led ·to Ii:mden's se-

18 
pa.ration from his wife. 'l'hough this lack of funds was of great significance to 

Emden, his groa:test lack was no·t material but spirHual. His deslre for r;tudy 

9. Auto. - p,57 ff. 

10. Auto, - p,58 note 1 

11. Auto. - P~
lttt ;,\., 

12. See~page 20 

i 
; 1 

i 
i 



-24-
was great. His studies were interrupted during his father's troubles in Amsterdam. 

Here in Moravia he had little opportunity for study. H:i.s llhrary consisted solely 

of the Q • 111.? •, wh:i.ch he received as•ni. wedding present, and though his father.~in

law possessed many valuable and necessary volumes, conditions were such tha:t Emden 

did not care to make use of his father-in-law's Hbrary, 19 nor his literary wealth~ 

At Ungariah-Brod Emden spent three years during tfluring which he was occupied 

as lecturer· :i.n Talmud. He r,9fused to accept remunera·tion for his services, He 

enjoyed the work and was vary c.onscirmtious in hls duties. Bu·t his pleal'Jures were 

shod-lived. News came to him of the death of h:ls father, and F.md{m journeyed to 

Lemborg in 1718. 20 

while in Lernberg he. con·tinued teach:i.ng and was offered the position ashead 

of the school, which offer he refused. Though many urged him to remain as Rabbi 

and teacher Emden was far fr.om anxious ·to accept a. post as Rabbi. He was qu:i.te 

young and humble an-J did not feel that he was capable of remaining as teacher, i.e. 

f 1 f• 1"r·11· h' ..1 1·• 
21 

0 · proper y U ·1. ing 1S uU~18So 

Emden wtis al.most persuaded to remain in Lembe:rg, because of the pligh·t of 

hifl fi:tther' s family. li'avorabl.e economic conditions and the future of the family 

were of great cone ern to him. Abou·t nine months af·tor Ashkenazi' s d{iath his wife 

di0d at the age of forty. Emden took sick shortly after this, The family am 
22 

tho property was taken to a brother-in-law of Jacob. " 

Emden had written -~o his wife asking h0r to come to Poland, Y:here he wished 

to remain. Being youne; and living with her parents she refused to join him. Em

den reiwiined in Lemberg until the winter of 1719. He attened to soveral family 

ma:tfors. Of' ·l;ho 1it·~l0 inheritance left I Emden took naught but the unsold copies 

13. Auto, - p.60 

14. J.E. - Vol, V, p.149 
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of thEJ Rosponsa that h:i.s fdhor had written. 23 To him was 10ft tho obligation 

of disposing of them in order ·l;o obtain funds for the family.
24

' 

Arriving home (Moravia), Emden was again stricken with illnefrn. After his 

recovery, he again set out on a journey, this time with the task of disposing ot 

his father's books, and to coll ct debts due to his father. He hdd paid some of 

his fa.th er' s obl:i.g,:t:lons from his own· cap:i:tal, hoping to replen:tsh his purse with 

·the money he would collec-t. His first station wa,3 Hamburg. Success therG depen••· 
.,-,/.I 

ded on a certain ✓.ff;1Cohen (r:i.1), friend of As)1kenazi and fi1mden.
25 

R0b Mordecai Cohen had indebted himsolf to Heb H~ndele who in turn was in

debted to Ashkenazi. Cohen's wealth was oquandered and stolen by his children, 

henco Reb H!!ndolo could not be paid; this fact ultimately meant groat 10£10 to 

Emden. Not all was as discouraging as tho first case appeared, A cortain wealthy 

Rob Eliezer London had hoard fro1:1 hirJ sons (who lived in Hamburg) of the death of 

Chacharn Zebi (Ashkenazi). He donated th~, sum of one hundred dollars for the or

phans of Ashkenazi, but th:i.s sum was nov·er rocei.ved, for a son o:f the donor had 

also squandered his father's W(~alth. Thus far Emden• s trip afforded him little 

profit, in fact he dicl not even collect enough mon0y to cover his travelling ox-

penses. 

ll.lmdem succeeded in t'lelling copies of the Responsa of Ashkenmd in Hamburg, 

Altona, and Wandsbeck, to the leo.dors of the communities; though he refused to 

·--,.._,,.,-, .... ----•-··-,--..-............. 

15. Auto. - J.),42 . 
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send complimentary copies to anybody, as many others did in order to obtain [!.;ifts. 

He had tho opportunity to become weal-thy and enrich hfa fam:Lly 1 for the Jews in 

Garmar1y enj oyod affluonce. Emden sold few,: copies of the nesponsa. 
26 

From Hamburg JJ;rnden journeyed to Hanovoi~ whore he lived with Gompol Hanovo:c, 

.ho together wHh his brother he enj oyod riches :c,nd honor. Here JTimdon did not fare 

well, for shortly after his arrival tho two brothers absconded because of financial 

difficulties. •.r:he property that we.s left was attached by the govornment, Emdon in

nocently suffered, for his property and money wore lnc1uded among ·tho property of 

Emden then j gurneyed to F'rankfurt--am-Mei.n which had been the crowning corn-

munity of A.shkenazic Jewry. F'ire had made a vioitation on the city and th0 people 

FJU:ff ored great ].osses. .B1mdon did not wish ·to pu-t wish to pu-t the books on sale 

because of the 
28 

plight of the people, thou~h he would have succoeded in disposing 

of some of the books. 

Having met with little success ~:mden determined to return to h1s home, but 

was advisod to e;o to Manheim and Motz. ll"eeling that h<~ would be destined to moot 

with fa.tlure I he. was about to star.·fi fox· home, when another suggestion came to him 

to go to London. .Emden accepted the sugges·tion because a cel·ta:tn Mordecai Ham

burger had returned from India wherehe had obtained vast riches. A brother~,in

law o.f Mordecai had sugg~)sted that Emden journey to London, JJ:mden undertook tho 

trip w})ich was boset wHh danger. His efforts were futile; little success met 

----··-·- ------ -.-=,,, ..... ,~ .. --
21. Auto. p.63 

22. Ibid p.64- ff. 
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him in London. 29 

The f'ollowing spring Emden began hi.s return. trip by way of Amsterdam. Wh0n 

he arrived at Amsterdam he was again visited by r,d.ckness which re-ta.rded fuir.-i going 

·to Moravia, Ii'rom Ams·terdam he journeyed to Prague. 

Jllibea•.e4iv'.tl:a;. was a:!; thirJ t:tme Rabbi at Prague, and had already begun lo13ing 
we:re 

the respect of thEJ people. Rumors/spread which ~ais;.tc,:i suspicion on him as Rabbi. 

Even the Rabbis of the vicinity ·1v0r0 lax to oppose him, bcccauso they had great 

respect for his family and wifeis family who wero very powerful and had influence 

particularly with the Catholics. Desp~te the Rabbis, Eibeselnitz's true self was 

30 
known to his assoofates and fam:lly. His own father-in-law w:i.c1hed to disown 

h . 31 1.m. 

:u~mden arrived homo ompty~-handed; ho had accomplished very little and had 

spent the money that he had possessed. His home was in a sense poverty-str.ick en 

and Emden saw little opportunity for success in Moravia, Durine; his travels he 

had no·ted that ·!;here was better opportunHy for a livelihood in Holland. He then 

engaged hims df as broker dealing in pelts that wore :;bought at Hungary and sold 

at Amsterdam. 'I'hough this new 0rrterp:dse seemed successful for a time it soon 

proved itself to be a completo fa:Ll.ure. Among oth,~r business 0xp0r:tences lilmd0r1 

engaged himself in the sale of jewelry I but it fHHm1s that his commercial aC'l;:i.vi

ties d:Ld, not meet with success. r!'he jewelry bus:tness forced him to travel. Ho 

27. Auto. p,75 

28. Ib:I.d p. 76 

29. Ibid p.77 ff. 

30. Auto. p.81 

31. 
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had crossed into Germany expec'ting to dispose of his wareo, but was apprehended 

by officers at Pressburg and brought to trial for his offemrn.32 While at Pressburg 

he livod with a certain Habbfi Moshe who had once been the head of a schoolat Lem.

berg. He made his home in Pressburg untH his trial was s<:i-btled. 

While a:t the home of thibsH.abbi he became introduced to tho undext8:na1J.a.d acts 

that were current at that tlme. A certain individual had com,, to Pressburg from 

Prague from the school of EibeschU·tz. Ho carried w:tth him l:tbelous pamphlets of 

hi3 teacher who had consulted certain leaders of Vilmna who had visited Prague. 

'These leaders had returned ·to Vienna with writings of their Rabbi (Eibeschtl-tz). 

Simila.r prooeediizy; s were current in Pressburg. Thene writings were at this time 
Rabbi 

at the house of/Moses. Sevf,ral of the men of the c,ommun:i.ty decided 
e . to investigate 

the baggage of the v:isHor that came to Rabbi Mosr£. and 
f 

found among hi.r:i belongings 
a 

manuscri.ptE-J written by Iilibosohtltz. These wrHi.ngs wore mystic arid of/ r::1trange na-

tu.re. Rabbi Moshe who was unacquainted wHh Kabbala,per.haps had not realized the 

impor-t and meaning of those writings, and wa.s eager to know what disposition should 

be made of them. Emden realizing their import suggosted that they should not be 

made public. The writings conta:i.ned reproaches, blasphem;icet;, and misreprestin·ta-l;iono 

of the secrets of Kabbala, and therefore :mmden though·t they should be burned. At 

any redo none should be aware of them, and no benefit should be derived from thom. 

1Rmd0n realized that he had nothing tangible to work with so he decided merely 

' to keep the matter :i.n mind. He concluded, however, that Eibeschu-!;z was r(;Jsponsible 

for the pamphlets though E:lbeschutz did not affix his signature to i;hem, and the 

authorship of i'.he pamphlets WO.Bf; kept secret. Even the disciples dared not divulge 

33 
the author, revealing the secret only to their 1.mmediate f:dr~nds, 

32. Auto. p.85 ·ff. 

33. Ibid p.88 rn 



Economic circumstancefJ tha:b surrounded r~rnden were not of the most favorable 
him :proffers 

nature. His friends were ready and eager to assist/but al1/wer0 refused, mmdem de-

siring no assistance or charity. 

Emden continued on his lbuflin®ss travels with Amsterdan as his desHnation. 

Herc he was again attacked by a chronic ailmen·t wh:ich rema.ined vdth him for a 

p.Jriod of twenty years. 34 

Emden was not limited in his desire for education. He did no·t believe that 

one should exclude secular knowledge, though he felt that a Jew should not occupy 

him.,elf with secular lmowledge except during twilight hours. 35 JEmden had a deep 

yearning for study. He was anxious -to know foreign languages and history. While 
.,-;2ttt,/}'t,.-£\: , ,,.,,Ji) 

' , . -\, 
in Amsterdam ho studied German and also became acquainted with Latin script. His 

"--__,,..,.,,<''"'""..,,,..~ .. ,,;:-, 

new acquisitions he obtainl'ld not in any regular manner but by snatches of information. 

He learned to re1:1.d the language of the people of Holland, and to understand some 
and 

Latin. 1-Ils desire for information led him to the fields of law,/literature; he 

acqua:i.nted himself with the customs of• the people, with their ideas :regarding J~J'rry 

and Judaism, he was anxious to pursue the social dwhles that were necessary for 

cultured people, In th<~ f:i.elds of science he also derdrt,d information, acquainHng 

himself' with Bot;:my, philosophy, physiology, and medicine. 36 

Upon luaving Amsterdam for Altona, he passed through Emden where he was 

urged to accept a post as Rabbi and teacher. Though he disliked the Rabb:i.nate and 

had de·termined not fo accopt any position, he saw that the people of Emden were de

s:i.reous to have him, that he wa1:1 elected unan:i.mousJ.y I am. that they were w:t thout 

1 . , l 37 
any re 1g1ous eader. Emden accepted -the position of Rabbi ( 1'729) whence ho de ... 

I·;:.,., 
, ; ;." 

34. Auto. - p,98 ff. 

36. Auto. - p,96 ff. 
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dved his name. He spent part of his time writing,· completing some of his works 

that he had begun 0lsowh0r0. He was anxious to lea,i the people in the proper path 1 

and th0reforo issued new decisions,,.1)Jp,,J1, in order to turn them from their erdrg 

38 ways. 

money from rich or poor. Ho insisted upon being independcmt thought the people 

were accustomed to pay the sum of twenty-two dollarfJ for each sermon that was de

livered, He vuJ,s reluctant to preach, desiring to devote his time to study and 

teachj_ng, not with a sense of pride nor to make his studies the source of material 

b f . ~ 39 one. J:uo 

Emden refused to show favo:r:Hism. He was not affected by the poychology of 

:the maim, and refused to, lower himself to the level of the people of hifJ day, who 

reBpeC"ted, honored, and flattered tho13e who~ fortune h' .. d favored. Many of the 

Rabbis of the time had favored tho wealthy members of the community I but Bimden 

soon m•~do the people awar0 of his stand on nuch 

A cc:}rtain Cohen Jonatlmn ].cvi, a w.ealthy 

ma ttfJrs. 

\(!} fv"{ tJ 

resident of Emden fearing I~mden as 

leader of the community bocame an enemy of his. He felt tha-t Emelen ao Rabbi would 

affect th·, preatigt, ho <mjoyed - thHt of lay leader of the connnunity. Emden's pre

docessor had obeyed thr, commands of ,Tone.than who had wilded inf1uonc~o and had is

sued ·orders in congregational and community affairs. But wealth presented no special 

reason for Emdon's rfispect. r.rhough ,Jonathe,n had favorc,d the 0J.0ct:i.on, he soon gave 

37. Auto. p.100 ff. 
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eivido1:1c0 of his d.issatisfadion with Emden, showed him l:i.ttl0 respect and desired 

to boJ.H-t.10 him in the eyes of the people. E!mden planned to leave the Rabbinate 1 

wh:i.ch he had accepted r0luctarrbly. But the love for him that the community ~t 

largo evinced, provented his deserting them. 

Jonath&n had suffered financial losses and had also been visited with tioubles 

in his family. Whetheir because of these ind.dents or not, Jona than soon befriended 

himself once mox·0 to Emden I a.nJ the la Her enj oyod the support of the entire com-• 

. ,. 40 muni-cy. 

Though ll~mden received th~) full support of his people, his r0Bidenc0 in F:mden 

was be,,et with troubles, His family suf ferod diseasmi, which ho attributed to 011-

. ~ J . • 41 vironmcl:'n,a. conclJ.tions; air, food, and water supply • 
.,r i 

tllH,._,lJ.[ /.{{.,{ l ,,,l I 
,, j 

Receiving no remuncr~~iein for his services 

"i t 
) ; / 
as/Rabbi and teacher, Emden engaged 

in con:unorcial pursuits, or perhaps the :reverse is true. Beil'lg successful in his 

commercial en:l;erprises, Emden in his pdde desired to remain independent of congre

gational support. Whilo in Emden he continued in tho capacity as broker I e .. nd en

joyed a good income. Though Emden was well s:i.tua:ted, the city of Emden, enjoying 

tho respect of the peoplEi and possessing a satisfactory income, lrn long0d to lo,W(h 

'.11h0 physical suff'orings endured by his 1?:if0 and children urged h:im to move to his 

bir·thplace AJ:tona. 

Several incidents occurred which were r~sponsible for Emden's leaving.his post, 

desp:i.te the urgent requests to tho contrary made by the people of Emden. In the 

sunnnc:r of 1732 about a hti.lf year bef'oro l~mden's·,,departure for Altona several men 
·~.;3!1tiE'/,('~~"') 

nn do tlH)ir v4ay to the community of JGmden. Thoy had come from Minsk and maint[.d.nod 
>i ,, 

40. Auto, - p.103 

41. Ibid - p .164 
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that they werci hard-pressed and neody, 'rhey had in their poBsess:i.on bogus letters 

and false credentials. '.Phese le·t;tero were fo have been written by the leaders of 

the conurnmity of Minsk and meant ·t;o be delivE,red to various communities I e.sld.ng for 

financial ass:Lstance. The,Je men who preJented these letters were designated e.s 

authorized collec'bors of the moneys that were to be con·t;ributed. As was to bo ex

pected, these irm<>cent~.appearing men with ruparentJ.y genu:i.ne credentials wore ro

cei ved v,Hh honor nnd rospect and success in me.ny cowmtmlti0s, Portugose and Ger~• 

man alike. Among the cities they had traveled wen .A.mstordam and London. 

When these men arrived in Emden one of these men stated that he was related 

to Jacob 11:mden. Emden fol t that these 11 repr0sente.tiv~)s 11 were 0ngE1.ged in a plari to 

obtain funds surreptit1ously. Ho also suspected that they wore followers of Shab~· 

b t . Z b' 4..'2 a aJ. e 1. 

A few days af-t,,fr these "reprcsentativc,s" had come t,.q th_e ~,;tty, Emden was vi

by his uncle ,:[{~l; Benjamin of Lithuania, who lived ~:l:·t~;~:~ttf •f;he vicinity 
~·~ ·~-,, 

of Minsk. Jl!mden related ·to him the story told by the 1t-0pres0nte.tive~s 'hnd learned 

from h:i.s uncle wai:l without truth. Emden endeavored to disclose the false represen ... 

tatives, but "thoy succi~eded in winning the support of tho people, 'rheir influenoo 

went so far as to antagonize on,:; of' Emden' s 9taunchest friends tmd supporters. Th~,y 

succeeded in colledine; funds oven in Emelen's own community. Jacob, however, rea

lizing that he could not prevent tlwir collecting of moneys decided nevertheless 

to continue in his apprehensfons of therse men. He obtained from them ·!:;heir ere ... 

dentials o.nd sont them to AHona to Mosos He.gis who was at that Umo a friend and 

supporter of his. Emden wrote to investiga-te the matt0r carefully and to attemp·t 

to verify the 1rtat0ments made and -to identify ·the signa:turet1. At that time many 

• ..43 
people who resided in Lithuania were to be found :i.n Altona. 

When the le-t-l;er ca.me to Hagis there happened to be in th.El community of Al to ... 

na a weal·thy individual of Lithuania (Minsk), a re·t:tred merchant, whose name had 

.... 
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been affixed to the credent:i.ala. When he saw the letter whieh Hagis had received 

fr.om Emden, he disclaimed conn0dlon and emphasized that the r~ignature had been 

forged, and that edict of M:i.nsk described was without foundation. Nor ·testimony 

that was presented seemed to,bei sufficiently valid to convlnce the people of Em

den of ·the fraudul0nt activ1ties of thfj "representatives" of' Minsk. Emden warned 

·these men not to attempt to collect funclo in AHona. 'I'hey disregarded his warnings 

. • • 4-4 
but me·!; with groat opposition when they arrived thore. 

Emden beigan to feel that his residence in Emden would not ext-end for a much 

longer pedod. His frienefturned against hlm, the Rabbinate •rhich he disliked b0 .. 

came more of a burden upon him, and he was anxious to go to his native town, where 

ho hoped to liv(') as a private cHi:r.en. He did not oare for any of the monetary 

returns, which other Rabb:i.s had, nor did he desire to eondud himself as d:i.d tho 

other Rabbis of his day, who obtained incomes from many sources and through various 

moans, eg. gif-ts, mixing in private matters for inoney, arrangine rnard.age-parties 

( u· ;J, 1 •IV). Emden was quHe unique :tn this respect, mainly that he determined to 

45 accept no financial returns for the services that he returned as Rabbi. 

Emden 's wife had repaired to Al:tona several months earlier e.fter she had gone 

tr.:;i:!vJitn'6sr:f~tl1~>~.a.a'.~e'dff;;Ji:er, t:iJ~:st11rib()'tiru;e, Emden himErnlf went to Altona at the 

end of J.7'.32. The people of Emden tried to prev(rnt his leaving, and when they had 

learned the:!; no efforts to dissuade him from leaving whuJ:di,be of,any aveil, they 

consoled 1;hemselver:i with the belief that Emden would remain in AHona for only a 

short per:i.od and would re·turn to minister unto them. :mmden, however, knew the im

possibility of this and urged them to el0ct another Rabb:L. The congregation re

fused to proceed with any election, pinnir1~ their hopeB on Emden 1 s return. WhHe 

42. Auto, - p.108 
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Jabetz was in Emden he had several offers with large communi t:ies. 'l'he town of Metz 

among others promised him honor and a big position, but Emden chos f) to remai~-,.#- ' 

where he was, for H offered him time for study. 
t:·" 

To an extend ho enjoyed his life 
'-._,_ 

there, but pressure of circumstances were responsible for his dislike of the Rab

bina·tei and for his leaving the community. 4·6 

lj>. ' .. 
<} t,-t.,~,·,_ (ff·"i 

Six or sev0n years after his departure he reced.,red an :tnvi tation from the 

community of Emden. He was promised a large salary and a larger territory. Em •. 

den refused again and they remained without a Rabbi for a period of ten years. 

Thej_r constant urgings and their many invitations were no1;· without effect on Jacob 

Emden. He was of-ton temp·tod to return to Emden, for he➔ had little income in Al:l;o-
f.orcod remain 

na. Other conditions and factors /0'1 him to/in his native town: he had bought a 

home, for which he had expended qui·te a Eium, e.nd furthermor·0 his family had enjoy-

. 4.7 
0d much better heal·th in their now surround:i.ngs. 

Though the most :i.nteresting and most important pad of T!1mden' s life began 

after his residence in AHona, the period and the events ending with his :rE:imoval 

· · h, t 48 ' f' d h' h t from n:mden throw lJ.ght on h:t.s c a:rac er, for h:t.s ·. J.rmnes s an is ones y are as 

clearly expressed in this poriod as in any othen~. It is only that the ev0nts th:d 

occur later in hiEJ life are of more universal interest to Jewry that special em ... 

phasis is made of hfa residence in Altona and not that Emden undergoes any change 

of hoa.rt or jioilJ.ey:g in life. Emden shows himsulf to be genuine and honest through,~ 

out his career. 
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Upon ard.v:i.ng at AHona Emden was reced.ved with honor and r(~spect. He re

quested of this co1YDnuni·by that he be permitted to posses a private synagogue, 

6w:i.ng to the fact that it was difficult for him to go to congregational services., 1 

. · 'community 
Moses Hagis, head of the Por~ugese/was at first friendly to him, ho mdknown 

him since Jacob we.s a youth. Emden knew of the trials and tribulations of Hagis, 

particuJa rly whon he was in Amsterdam. He admired Hagis and appreciated ·bhe fa.ct 

' . 2 
that he had viewed hls tEmden' s, critic:i.sms of himself vnthout anger. But the 

friendship between them was not dc,:itined to endure. 

Emden's request f'or a private synagogue did not affect Hagis favorabJ.:,. 

Emden refused to emphasize some of tho misdeeds of Hagis even when the latter acted 

hostile toward him. Relations were. straJ.ne4:;i',{urther when Emdem wrote his .t:1' r:Hv a rd 
\<l~f ~~t-f \. f: · t: :,\ ~#\_;f:., . t t.:'?t 

tmddid not ask Hagis to write the preface. ;1 Y.):::J o ,'i. Emden' fJ reasons were thathe 
,,,...,.,,,..M,,,,..,•"-?"<:,i""•-~>¥"·'.y"!'<'.C,:c'IS,, 

disliked praise3·mnd especially when the pra:bs~ was not genuine. 

I1~mden had reasons to b(~lieve that riagis was not simere J tha:bhe was hypoori:f;... 

tical in his friendship el'lld in his aduJ.ations. He ~d spoken maliciously of Ezekiel 

Ka·brrnnellenbogen, chief' Rabbi of the German commun':i. ty, though he appeared fr:i.endly 

to him. These various incidento 1 ed .Emden to lmsioulb ~agi1h Further fuel was 

added to the flame by maligners who besmirched Emden' s character re fore Hagis. 

Though Hagis was hostile to Emden,he withheld his feeling toward him. Efrl.diln 

!iagiredr;toJ.'Prcl:ove that gossipers were responsible for Hagis' attitude toward him, whiJ"

Hagis assured him of his friendship. ,However, later incidents bore testimony of h:i.s 

unfriendliness toward Emden. 

Emden was glv0n a welcome recept:i.6n by the poople of Altona, but he felt 

that there was one who did not seem ~oyed with his ar-rival, Ezekiel Katzenellen-



bogon. "rhe enmity toward him was perhaps of the nature of a feud. 
-36 .• 

He would have 

prevented his coming to Altona as did lTizekiel I s f'ather to Chacham Zeibi 1 father of 

Desp:t'te the appe.rent ill fooling that Ezokic,)l boro agc-i.inst him, gmden, though 

a now~comer, paid Katzenel10nbogon a vist. He was received coldly and was told 'L 

'·t '·h' f'' dh' 6 110·11 ·o oxpec·li is · r10n s ip. 

Katzono1.lenbog0n had been chief rabbi of the throe co,'imunities for about 

thirty--f:Lv0 year,s, aftor having eome f'rom LiJchuania. HrJ was not a successful toa-• 

chor, and had wr:Ltten much, h:ts writings were not notovrnrthy being m1-dn.ly profuse 

and embell:i.shed ,,J1''n-:Jo.-1 to books. '7 }Emden maintained that ho wiui unwor·hhy of tho 

pof;Hion he had hold and that ho had obtained ii; by untruthful and dishone:,t moans 1 

that he \V~·U3 very :i.[~norant und was not lax to be unjust in his decisions. His 

actions and life were of fmeh a nature r.that:.tho, p0opJ.0 of R!amburg refusod to accop·t 

him and h:i.s couneil thoir author:i.ty. 
8 

as 

When F:mden vnw ·trav01:Lng :i.n order to d:ispo£Jo of tho books loft by hio father 1 

while in Hamburg ho had mad.o his homo with Reb Baer Cohen. 'rhls act D.G woJ.l ao 

former incidontB made for the hatr.ed of' Joel Shaav for Emden. After Baor Cohen's 

1. J.E~. ·~ Vol.V, p,149 

2. Auto.-. p,117 

~3. Ibid ·~ p.116 

4. Ibid -~.p.11? ff. 

5. Ibid -~ p.122 

6. Ibid .. pl23 

'1. Ibid - p.124.- ff. 

8. Ibid .. p ,134-
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death and shortly bof ore gmden' s residence in Altona, Joel Shao.v was reappointed 

to his office a13 ono of the loaders of' tho German community. When Emdtm camo to 

Altona, Sha:1,y found tlw opportunHy to show his hostility to him. Upon tho advice 

of Moses Hagis ( who was at firs·t friendly to Jabetz) 1 T£rnden paid Sha.av a visit. 

Despite I£mden' s attitude, Shaav was persistent in hi:3 unfriendly attHud(9. 
9 

':Ph(mgh lUmden war3 not bofr:i:ended by these men, they can not be comiderod as 

cnaractor:Lst:i.c representativos of tho community o.f Altona, for the people of JU

tona favored Emden and respected him. Even those who hu.d been :Lnirn:Lcal to Ghacham 

Zebi manif0sted a friendly interost and lov f' or Emden. 'l'hey Ghowt)d him respect 
El 

and admiration. lO This friendly a·tti tud0 continued until the time when Eib,t3chutz 

appeared on the scene at Altona. 

About throe) years after Emden' 13 arrival at Altona h:i.s wife d:i.ed at childbirth. 

An :i.nc:i.dent 6ccurred at ·l;his t:.lmo whfoh forced Emden to ascertain his pod tion :i.n 

the community. Some had regarded him as a stranger in their midst, hovrever when 

1·} tt d. d h d 1 d t b b f ~h ' ~ ll ·0 ie ma: er was 1scuss0 e was ec are o 0 a mem er o · \, e connnun1·uy$ Em-

den married a second time dud.nu; 'he middle of 1740. He then engaged himself in 

a new pursuit. He dealt with pledges, lending money to those who noeded finances 

for a period of time. He engaged in this new emt(~rpd.se hoping that he would be 

able -to devote his time to ·study. 12 He was not succe1.:H:Jful, lot,ing his pr:i.nciple; 

:r:erl and ':f:lha;Uyl.rht 1743 his second wife died. Ji;mden himself had been critically 

iJ.J., 4',t this time, Emden realized that tho community of Altona was f.r:i.ondly to 

him. 13 

9, Auto. ~· p.140 

10. Ib:i.d p.143:,. They wore accustomed to rHmd him a citron for ~,;;Jo 
yearly until 1751, but when Eiborrnhutz came trouble bogan. 

11.Auto. - p.152 

_i 
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In the year 1744, Emden married the daughter of his brother. l~phralm Ashkena.z:i.. 

Elmd(rn at ·chi:3 time was in dire circumstances. He h d little of financies ar.d had 

been unsuccessful :i.n his commercial purouifo, He now received Unr,.ncial aid from 

a certain Reb Meir Emden, who ali~o rwsisted him in obtaining a pormH -l;o open a 

pr:1.nting establishment. J.4, His work in Altona after this period consisted in writing 

and printing his writings. He continued in th:i.s ernterpriso unt:ll opposition and 

lack of financ:i.es forced him to abandon his work and his native town for a ahort 

period of time. Thoae events occurred dl.uring the Eibeschutz--Emden controversy. 

12. Auto. - p.157 

13. Ibid - p.161:- Prayer for his recov,sry mado in tho three communities. 

14. Auto. - p.165 
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Jonathan liJiboschutz was born e:t Cracow 1690, a sci.on of of Kab-

bal.istic families. His :father Na:tha.n Nata was e:t onl!i time nabbi of a sea-port called 

Eiboschut,, whence Jonathan derives hio name. ~J. ~ 
1'/IU,,{ 

1l!ibefJchutz was possessed o:f a kr:rnn mind and a retentive memory and these ho ,'{ r:µ1/" 
applied to two fields of education. Talmud gave him oppor-tunity to develop his 

reason and Ki:Lbbala 3atisffod his mystical nature. He attempted to cross tho paths 

of lecrning but feeling that there would bo opportunity for excellence only in Tal

mud, he :remained a student of 1!almud 1 and Rabbinic literature, and yet his des ire 

for success and his vanity made him lead otht~rs to believ,.OJ that his oducat:i.onal 

horizon was by no me,,.ns l:tmited.1 

His wd.tings on non-'11almudic subj eds and his occasional pamphlets bear :tes

timony that he was unaquainted with the ,fowish philosophers who wrote in Hebrew. 2 

C 
He was c\91.w.inted only with the Talmud, which afforded him opportuni-ty to 13.harpe:n 

his mind, and fo develop his power of reasoning. 

IDibeschutz was easy-going in nature, Ho disliked the gloomy ultra-p:i.oty of 

the German and Polish Jews. He interested himself in Kabbalt=i. and :i.n the followers 

of Shabba:tai Zebi, henci$ Rabbinism and strict adherenco -to the Law could have, rnean-t 

little to him, and the breach of Talmudic orders would ha.v(1 had little effect on 

3 . 
h:i.m. 

Whatever ·the reasons may be, Eibt~s chu·tz did not declare h:lmcielf to be an-ti

Rabbinical. Ei-tho:r his convictions wero not genuine or his character was too wealc 

to venture the conflic·t that ii1ould ensue. His life was a pendulum mov,;ment be·tween 
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reason and fancy, - 'l'a.lmud and Kabba.la. His hypocritical life - ·the natural .result 

of such a mind..;, was not perhaps of hls own ma.king or ahoosing. 

Ji!ibeschu'tz succeeded :i.n gaining many followers. Though ho waver.od and was not 

constant, and because of h:i.s differ<:!nce from other Rabbis I his Imowladge and 1:iutho ... 

LI. 
rity gained support in a wide world.~ 

In 1714 he wen·{:; to Prague whore ho mardod and made his homo. Here he be.came 

preacher. He did not escape the suspicions of the people who felt thathe had at 

least leanings toward the f olJ.ovn~rs of Shabba:tf.i.i Zob:1. He was skillful enough to 

divod for a while the attent;:i.on of those who suspec·f:;ed him. He decreed a ban on 

al1 Shabba:Uans (1725). 

Despite his appanent innoconse F.iboschu·f;z had at this time :i.nterested himself 

deeply ir1 the her0s1r of ·the day. Ho confessed hiB :1.nner feelings to h:ls former -tea

ch(,r :Meir of FJisenihtadt. Eibeschutz succeeding in mrJ.intain:l.l'lg his authority and 

adding to himsol,f many disciples who became staunch supporters of their erudite 

Eibeschutz 's conduct did not fa.U fo :impress all with tho idea that his learn .. 

:i.ng and Jewishness were not sincere and genuine. Many felt that his association 

w:i.th Jesuits (who were not too friondly to the Jews) was for selfish reasons. He 

rece:lved permission from the bishop of Prague ·1:,o pr:lnt the •ralrnud which was so 

often prosocutod by the Catholic Church. Many believed that his main de~d.re was 

· to obi;a:i.n mew.us for a profitablo income rather than for Jewish interest, for, h:i.s 

l. Gr. - G. der Juden - 3rd Ed. Vol.X, p.355 

2, Ibid 

3. Gr, - G. der Juden - 3rd Ed. Vol,X, p.349 
I l"""'''' 

/( 1:)(/i;'.f.1'!,j~,/ftt:»i\ 

I 

\ 



-41-
porm:l t was granted on· condition ths:l; any word or expression be expunged that in the 

least manner opposedfhristianHy. JiJiboshutz agreed to the con itfons and began the 

publication of tho 'ralmud 1'728--1739. 

Na;,tura::IJ.y, · 'as.L w.oU\J.c~ be expected:10·!; tho wrath of tho Jew:i.sh population Wl!l)t,ld 

' ;:': aroused. •r110 community of l1'rankfurt-am-Mein at tho instigation of Moses Chagos i,;J 
.,,,.,., . .,.,-~-.,-)"; 

and David Oppenlr,imr:r, spont money _and 
/'r,,rJ,,1J.,,.•u1ie,--=~ .. ~ .... ..,.,.~, ... ,"""'"· .. ~.,,,.-~,~"''""· , (} 

bit if n of tho Pra2:ue Talmud. 6 I it·:t 
I f1";,f;t{{ ',./( '}},J") ')l), 

{ ~ "1 

0f'f orts to obtain from the emperor a prohi-~ 

Eibesch~tz felt perhaps that his opportunities in Prague were poor, ho there-

fore applied for the post in Metz which wa~i vac,rnto .' ,,A'"cty of heresy againsthim pre

vented hio oLction. Jacob JoeJ!rna Falk succeeded in obtaining the position where 

he remained only for a few years, when he was called to F'rankfurt-am~,Meirr. IUbe-

7 
schutz succeoded in obtaining sufficiont influence to be oloctod in 1745. 

Eiboschutz tucceeded in w:lnnin0 the favor of the eommunity dur:i:ng the first 

years [➔:t Moh, ~,o much so that ho w1:mwnot alJ.o,ved to accept another position ·l;ha:t 

was offered him in 1746. His actions, however, soon secured to meet with disfavor, 

for he began losing his supporters and his staunchest friends, nor would they bear 

witness to his profossed :i.nnocenoo. His former friend and colleague, Nehom:i.ah 

Roisc~r\vho was instrumental in his eleiction at Metz now bocame his bitter onemy. 

Eibeschtr~z no longer felt at home in Motz. He had few frionds •0 nd had little opu• 

port unity to display his erudite 'ralmudic mind. Ho was ·l;horof ore anxioun to ob-

·b:i.n the position of Rabbi of th three communities of Altona, Ilambtu·g, and Wand-· 

sbeck. 8 

.,.,._o.,.,_..,,.,.,._, , ....,....,,,_. ,.~..., .,.. ... -~~•~,-, s • . . . . . . ~ itt . ... . -·-
4;. rt has b•,,cn otated th-'.,.t tho council of Rabbis of Ji'.o .• I:~in, had clear 

proofs of Eibeschutz's connections with tob•le Fros*ii~and tho Podolia Shabba
tians. Only his exton.si.ve influonco and tho host of, disciples pro-l;oc-l;ocl. him 
from tho edict of excommunication, tbat was l1eV-el111uID. aga.· nwt tho o-ther8. 
Gr. - G. dcr Judon - Vol..X, p.351 ,,,,.-.,,~ 

5. J,E. Vol.V, p.308 

' i 
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'J.1hrough his connections e.nd because of his fame as the most dis·tinguished of 

'ralmudic and miracle worlcern, EibeDchu·l;z succeedod in being olrJctod to the position. 

'rhese three cities had their own civil jur:i.sdi.ction based on Rabbinical law. Jnibe

G chu-tz with his knowledge, keen m.1.nd I and sharp\ wit was fully capable for the po-

s H ion. 

'~) ;r~ 
I l 

J:i]ibeschutz bem,.me Rabbi of the community whore Emden lived 1751, Hfa alliance 

and J.0anlngs tov·ard Shabbatian heresy vmro not unknown to Emden who waB anxious to 

defoat all opportunities 2.nd opponents of traditional Judaism, These facto were suf •. 

ficient to forebode evil und disorder that were soon to arise in Altona and to the 

immediate surroundings. 

" 
··1 rr,. 

·---+--~·-·~---·--··· .. ·····-·-·----·-------·-·-· 
6, Gr. - G. dor Juden - Vol.X, p.352 :- Jonathan also used his relations 

w:tth tho· Ghr:l::rt,iam:i in a manner b~mofi.o'Iiil to Jews.. See .Ib:id p. 353 notG m 
lB 

'7~1--·-•'> tfi~ 

7. Gr. G. dor Juden- Vol,X, p.353, Note 5 

8. Gr. - G. dor Juden - Vol,X, p.356 

with 



it his purpose to cultivate his friendship c.md to draw him closer and by some means 

or nmnn,- r to prevent his bitterness from effecting him, Emd(-m held himself aloof, 

feeling that sooner or later a quarrel between them must ensue. 

Shor·tly after I~ibeschutz 's arrival, the three comrnuni t:i.es had irnffered from 

a terrible visitation. Several young women diecl throughout the year in childbirth. 

Those women expecting to become mothers became terrified and aonsulted the Rabbi 

hoping that he,would use his influence to prevent the recurrence of such tragedies. 

Eibo sch u ts pr eparo d amulets writings ( Kameos ) for th• purp os • of exorcising the /~;~~:,J; 
spirits, and also indulge :1.n other ~:~r?';f magic. He had distributed similar amu ... 

flt ---·,.-" 
lets in Metz, Frankf'urt-am-,ein, and in sever-al other localities. 

Ne:ii'ln·~.tepo.f'tsr s·opm·b; came from F'ra.nkfurt-am-Mjin that theso amulets were not. 

4 of the usual nature, that they bordered on the linB of heresy. 

One of ·these amulets was opened in Altona and was found to conte.in referenceir.i 

to Zebi. 5 Despite tho fact that the words were altered by the change in the posi

tion of some letters, t-he signHicance of th(') amulets and thil references were easi

ly understood. 'rhe arn~el:'f c~rn~ _into0 the, ~andsc:,of Emden who by this time was quite 
r:_,..i ·~~\, .. tf'/ • .f," t'~-·-, ~.-. .\.-?a•·:.,.r_·Jr< ~ 1.?fcc;(,.,,~:· 

certain of Eibeschutz, b~i'. ·still -dreaded to make a strong attack, fearing the pos-
l'~t~ 

sible conclusions. Bi:i.beschutz was cede.inly famed to be thEi the coast learned TaJ..,. 

mudist and had succeeded in recruiting th usand of {ollo't,ers who were relig:i.ous 

and lay leader,, in comrnuni ties of importance. 

Though Emden was diffident in pursuing the case, ths matter received full 

publicity :Ln the communities, All efforts to suppress i;ho scandalous affa:i.r werei 

2. J.E. Vol.V, p.150 

3, 

4-. 

Gutman Kl emperor /·J'JI' •·n p. 66 

' Gr. - G. der Jud en - Vol. X, p .a(M)' 
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0 · no avail. Scandalous and shamefujh it was for these communities that a little 

ovor two dec~des before had condemned and branded the Shabbatians as heretics. 

Ttre chief Rabbi was to be supported and that was to be secret. N-ews of Emden's 

6 point of view came to the people and ne was threatened. not to publish the aff'a:Lr. 

Emden exp:.ained his view in his own synagogue declB.ring tho .. t he considered 

that the writer of the amul(!).ts a Shabbatian and therefore derrnrnid to be excomrnu

nicated. Ho did not accuse thEi chief Rabbi of thEi authorship, but since they were 

given by him, he was duty bound i;o clear himself of all suspicion. This occurred 

in Feb. 4, 1751,7 

Naturally, this action on the part of :J:;;mden roused the ire of the entire com

mun:i ty. Emden, an unofficial Rabbi, so to speak. A layman :l.n the community had 

declared that the chief Rabbi deserved to be 0xcommunic11ted. That was the inter,

preil3ation given to Emden 's words. Eibeischutz had been insulted and inroads had b0en 

made by Emde:n on his author:hty. Eibes ehutz 's friends wc,re strong enough tp con-

and the counc:l.l threaLened with the 

ban any and all who would visit his synagogue. The synagogue was tabooed and closed, 

and J!Jmden was further proh:1.blted to print anything on h:i.s establishment. 8 'rhis 

last clause was cJ.e,)r].y meant to prevent any r0turn attacks from 11:mden, These were 

· but the pegirmings of the controversy which though born of hatred, malic~1, a.nd sin

cerity ended with a· salutary effect on the Jevrn of Europe. 

Though Eibeschutz found support among his many disciples, he felt :'Lt adv-:i.sable 

to exonerate hirm elf in tl10 eyes of the public-at-large. He gave publ:tcity to tho 

entirs affair 1 posing as an innocent individual who was attacked and maJ.:tgned by the 

impudent J!!mden, who dared call him a heret:1.c. He did not find "the ·task of clearing 

5. Gr. - ffli.s·bl.t)r.o£fat.aws - Vol.X, p,2'.6~. :- Amulet cort ained the following in-

1 
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himself a facile one, he encountered many stumbling blocks and found H nocessary 

to become violent rn0ndacious in order to argue his case. 

·\ Emden stood alon0 II 

l 'I1hose who favor0d him an4oncurred with his opinion wore 
' 

retfcent, fearing to expose and express themsilves. 

1' 

Those who were d:Lsc:lpl0s of E.:ibesohutz would support him oven if he proved to 

to be heretical, and the public who believed :i.n him could not be led to believe 
1 

that the chief Rabbi, the noted 'ralmudist c.ould ba guilty of such a hEnous crime, I 
The !1ccusation of :1:mden vms considered to be absolutely groundless. 

Little ws.:3 known of the history of the movement and people thereforo favored 

Eibeschutz, who used every means to to appear innocent of any wrong. Wi.th -those 

who realj_zed the meaning of the charges, Eibeschutz tried various means. He deli

vered a lecture in his synagogue, during which lw took a sol0mn oath thB.t he che

rished naught tha-t any bearing on tho Shbbatian bel:tefs. To e.pps,ar more virulent 

in his opposition he he imprecated maledictlons on the Bed and excommunicated.his 

. 8 
opponents who slandered h:i.m. 

What should have been done to Emden af-ter the chief Rabbi had ornphasiacd hit.:B 

strongly 1ab::l innooenoe. 'rhe leaders of the community felt thems<:Jlves dt.rty-bound 

to order the "slanderer" to leave Altona. Jilrnden did not obey the order given. Ho 

oought support in the charter granted to him by .the govc➔rnmental authorities, bu·t 

h0 found that public opinion ·.·;as very much against him. Emden accepted the chal

lenge ·and found support from other cities. 

t i New evidenco came in the form of' lett0rs and amulets from the cHy of Metz 
I~,- 0~t\.-·f 

(end of 1751), Eibeschutz 's former charge. lUbeschutz had distributed thes'e and c--~ 

1 

, ri 

I. vocation:- "Oh God o,f Isra.01, rrhou who dwellest in the adornment of Thy • l 
might. (A Kabbalistic allusion) Send through the merit of ·t;hy servant, Shab-

1 
J 

i batai Zebi, healing for ·{;his woman, whereby '.Chy name and the namo of the Meis- ~ 

, oiah, Shahbatai Zebi may be acoe~ted 11"the world.'• If-'' ,,.&te t}-~;;1/,.~'i':. 
\ (Jr·1/v\",.f;\A.,,-I<.. J.f '" ,, · · '''°'t..,·1:.?. 

\ ,n &:fr-/'• ' "!'tt ) f 1 :✓... :, ·>)t:l 1 



acknowledged ·t.hat he was a believer in Zebi. 
-4'7 ... 

Nehemia,h fl.eischer a.rid Rabbi Samuel 

Henman, c.,oaded Emden on, sending testimony and evidence to AHona of Eibeachutz • 13 

heretical beliefs. An f-,xamination of the amulets w0re made and they were found to 

be~ of the same nature as those distributed i.n Altona. The, possessors w0ro ordered 

i;o sond them to the authoriti(:)s vd.th penalty of excorrnnun:ication for disobedience. 

Eibeschutz ho,d lost all support in Metz for clear evidence was eiven of his being 

the author of these ~mulets. 

Emden realized that he was not alone in his cause, but his supporters were of 

Emden waa not victorious dosp~te his support. His party was by far in the 

mlnorHy. 'I1ho people were overwhelmine;1y in favor of the chiGf Rabbi. All his Op•

ponents were labelled as personal onmnies, and ·l.;herefore their views were thought 

to be prejudiced. Many were declared excommunicated by the disciples of E:ibeschu-tza 

.i Emden was among those excommunicated, 'rho bull of excommunintio.n was published and 
·<1 
f. 

distr:Lbuted throughout PoJ.and, where it met with approval on the part of the devo-

ted follm'rers of l)~ibeBchutz and Rabbis who found it expedient to foJ.lov.r him. Great 

sums were spent for,tho dissemination of the propa3unda against Emden and in favor 

of Eibeschutz, 1° Physical forco was rosorted to in order to prove the strength of 

the preva:i.1:1.ng par·ty. Emden felt that his life was endangered by, h.i:3 opponents 1 

r.1,nd rep~ired to Amsterdam whore he was · ,elcomed. His wi.fe in A1-tona. was ordered 

11 
not to dispose of him property. 

6. Gr, G. der Jµden - Vol.X, p.36O 

7. Ibid 

i--•-"'~''" 

p. 361l~-le 1. 
~,,1-•••C•" 

8. Ibid - p.36a .... _,.,.,. 

9. !bid p,36~ 
...,,d . .,,r."' ... 
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Eib01rnhutz realized thai; tor Emden,to r3et up his residemcein Amstordam would 

perhaps prove harmful 

view of the minority. 

to him, that F!mden I}frlmp,s ;:'?~:,~, g~.ve1 :wi ' publicity to the 
i~ •·,<..,t-, --,....[.tt.·'..--,.,( 4'f:4'.r"''' ~- ~•. 

He therefore issued a decree (3rd of S.-i.va 1'751) to all his ---~--~~-.... ~ 

su,porters in Germany, Poland, and Italy to remain loyal to his cause, 12 At the 

same time reports were spread that the amulets in querntion contained nothing that 

was dangerous or her~rtical, ra:l;her· they embodied dirnp orthodox mysticism that could 

not he compr•ehended by the masses. His disciples doine; his bidding aded at times 

rashly; young Rf.tbbis would malign oldccr people and exco1mnunicated veteran scholars. 

Sueh an occurrence in Lublin arour:ied the indignation of 'many, though·t;few suspected 

that such actioni, w0r,0 due to the machinations of the supr0me ruler at Altona. 

Courage cam~, to the aid of the few. Several Rabbis including b"'aJ.k and He:i.1-

13 
man\challeng0d Eibeschutz to clear himself of the charges. 'fhe challenge was not 

ac cep·ted, for it would haveperhaps meant defeat. Wide publicity brought this matt or 

to the attention of the Gentiles. The entire affair did :not raise the ,Tews in the 

eyes of th,eir neighbors. Thtl controversy spread to Poland wh!~re it was carried on 

in:. an even less dignified manner than at t.he seat of the controvcn•sy. 

: The band of opponents finally ordered that the vrrm·herfof the amulets be cut 

of'f from Jewish society. Nono was permi tt(;Hi to s·tudy 'l'almu.d with him,- almost a 

I' 

I 

i: complete repetition of the conditions that were la:Ld down agairn t 1I)md1rn. His slip-

porters were to be excorrnnunicated and his name was taboo. Many Gc,rman and Vene-

t.Lan communities agreed to -{;hes proposals. 
14 

10. Gr. •~ G •. d0r Juden - Vol.X, p,365· 

11. ip.JJ •.::i,. -JI~ 7_,}j p,63e. 
i'\ 

12. Gr, ·~ G. der Juden - Vol. x, p.365 ,~ 
...,.,,,,.~_,,,,. 

13~<'! Ibid ,.-) \·, ·~ ~ t 

l '" !,.,{ ~· I ~> f 

14. Ibid ... p.368 \)) 7 
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·, 
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J ~~-Entire 0wr.y suffered excommunication, be:i.ng div:i.dod into,two camps, each of wh:i.ch 

used th(!) ban as an 0ff'ect:i.v0 Wt3apon against the other. 'l'he scope of the ban and 

·l:,he roadin,,::1(1 w:1.t}J. which it was employed resulted in its failure. Its teeth be-

camci in0ff0ctiv0 and it lost ots 0nt:i.re strength and ,impor·tanco. Perhaps since then, 

the ban had been of little use in ·l:,he life of the Jewish people.
15 

Just as Cha ... , 

cham Zebi' s quarrels were submHt~Hl to the secular c<lurts, similarly ·the contro ... 

v0rsy between Eibeschut z and Emden was taken out of the hand13 of' the Jewish courts 
Emden 

and was given over to the decision of the Gentiles. Fo1· this actioxy' and his f ollo-

wers ctrn not be called guilty. More lik(,ly it was the work of Eibeschutz and his 

follow01·s. 

The trial was not characterized by any smoothness. Bitterness and animosity 

were allowed to play important roles. Impor-tant and unimportan-1; details were intro

duced, but the court failed to uphold the provailing party. The verdict was is .. 

, 16 
sued on the 30th of June, 1752. 

Emden returned to Altona wolcomed by his friends. He was irritated because 

Eibeschut.z had taken the ce.iJe to court while he was far from the scene of battle. 

H0 was anxious for rovenge, d<cisiring to obtain darnae;es for the losses. Urged by his 

. 1'7 
friends not to take action he agreed to forego paymtmt of reparation. 

Shortly after his return to Altona a governmental decree was issued removing 

Eibeschut z from his pos·t and demanding that Eiber~chutz clear h:i.ms•~lf in the eyes 

of the people of the chiirge relative to the e.mulets •
18 

Emden now safe in his hol'(le, havin~ been vindicated ,busied hlw3eilf with an 

account of the activites of Shabbatai Zebi and his followers. 19 He referred 

< ' -··---·------
15. Gr.·- G, der Juden -

"\ ''.? '; 
16. Ibid -·p.i6~ 1

:- Council of Altona severely sensurmd for its illegal 
and harsh treatmen:-r of Jnmden, and fined one hundred thalers, Emden was permit
ted to return to Altona and tho use of synagogue and printing press was restored 

17, Auto, - p.178 
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little to Eibeschu; z but his main purpose was to show to the people that the aim of 
rw.g~A;~ 

the heretical movement was to remove the belief"in Judaism and to replace it with a 
•t-,-..,,~•,,._,,'»t-•,"""""""''""'"'-"1P''_.Y.,:,,p:,•IJ'# 

belief in the Messiah and his fancies. He d1'd not f ·1 h t ~· th l ai , . owever, ·o men\,J..on e a -

liance of Eibeshutz with the followers of Zebi. 

Eibeschutz frel"t that his position was not resting on the firmest ground. To 

aid him, he allied himself w:lth an apostate Jew, Carl Anton. 20 Anton was to present 

Eibeschutz!~ase in skil1ful mannC:Jr before the world, to vindica-t,® Eiboschutz, even 

to praise his .works and chamc-ter_. lllmden was pictured the villain of the story. 

»abe~ichutz was · cleared of all suspfoion with regard to his belief in a false Mesiah. 

Evidence was introduced to prove the innocence of Eibeschutz of the malicious char

geJS, brought against ]:lim. 21 'l'he book was dedicated to the foing of Denmark, and 

hints Wf~ given to exon01rj;_t~ }he. t~n,o~_ef:; vi~~,i,; J 
I i h ~ I 1.-{J._,• \,'""~ t. ,., R ~,cl; ';{J ~cR' 

'l'hru the influence\ of th: book and ~:he. :~i~t'.t;{·
0

Jt 

,,·. b, .. t-:' . .:·"' 
y f ic\t\-()

0
:;:::~;:{f,, 

a·Jewish agent who 

.ill 
j l-!r.".'¼ 

.r-...-rl ', \'\ t·tirt 
used to 

have power at the 6ourt ~f' Brunswick. 22 , the court favored IiJibeschtbiz 
/'-,J"'""',,.__,,~ -,· F' .,,.. J~- ~_,-_ -. • _ __,, ~- .. ,~~~- .; _.-,_....:..-,.~-4-_,c;~-.,' _,_.-,~.• -. 

declaring t,hat •. 
{l.,,•v:J .. ,{1··. ,~/,·(·~,,~-· -~- f 

that the "'case/ of the amulets should be suppressed, that the maj orHy of Rabbifu took 

sid~ivi th Eibeschutz ~.nd therefore his case must have bo:,n just. On the seventh 

of February, 1754 a decree was :i.ssued by the government to the above effect and read 
in 24 

al.)outl/the synagogue at Altona. 23 The decree was not al tog,,thEn' in fe.vor Eibeschu-tz. 

Eibeschutz then met w:i.th suecess. At the suggestion of tho secular government 

Eiboschutz 's · posi·tion was Moted secure, and he himself svrnr0 f'oa1:ty to the king. 

Though apparently Eibos chutz was be:i.nc:~ vindicated., actually his cause was on tho 

wane. People had °bt'lcome acquainted with his character and his methods, and bocame t 

inimical to him. Governmental decree had little effect in chansing the opinion of 

18. Ezekiel Landau friend of Eiboschutz wroto to him at this time declaring 1 

the amulet,'3 to bo heretical and. ur~;i.ng that he (}nibeschutz) clortr himself of ,\ 
·!;he accusation the,the was tht'l author. 'rho ugh the letter was well-intentioned, i 11 
Hs eff'ec-ts wore unfavorable to E:Lb('.JS chutz who had clf1im0d authorship, but ar-
gued tho:!; they contaiused no heresy. Gr. - G. der Ju den •- p. 369, Note '7 OJ,.'.-t;:t{t',1 

'•~ "} ;•· :.:";, ~,,.,v .. ,.,_\• ..._, ... ,~~..-..-,.u-"''-"·'",,-,11,J-.,;_,''• (\_<•'/,;: \! 

f \· \ ,\i ';":{ ~ 
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the people. The leaders of the opposition wer0 eager to prove ·ID the k:i.ng that his 

judgments were not well grounded, and they laid bi§f ore the council of Ad. tona tho 

plea that :mibeschutz be deprived of his Rabbinical powers and be excommunicated 

until he repent of his heresy. 25 

The bHterriesl;l of the conflict led the com1eU of Altona tc> induce biiboschutz 

to submit his c1.rne to an imp,1rtial Rabbinical court of arbitration and to ab:lde 

by· its decision. 

N0:i:th(E' ,,arty could appoint judges satisfactory to the others. The opponents 

of T~ibeschutz w0rt1 anxious to bring the matter to a decision while Eibeschutz was 

. 26 anoc:i.ous to postpone the case until a more opportune time. A meeting was held 

during the latter part of 1753 and one also during the month of July 1754. At 

both meetings the opponents' of Eib0sch1rbz met, with little success. 27 T!.!iboschutz 

understood these proceedings to be marks of the popularity of his cause. He was 

anxious to avoid submitting his case ·to the dec:i.s:lon of th0 Rabbinical oourt. He 

schemed even to the hurt of h:Lmeelf and his opponents who vrnre in increasing in num-

0 

ber. '''Many of the fo:cmer followers who had been mrnbe rs of the council, now opposed 

- ' ' h' h t. 28 
him procla:i.m:i.ng 1m a ere :i.e. 

Aftdr several appeals to the king for justice, and a fair decision, he deci-

ded to bring tho matter to final judgment, to 8.ocerta:tn whether J!!:i.boschutz waB an 

arch--hc-re-bic or a maligned 1erson, 1:110 ma:ttor war:1 to bo submitted to a e;roup of' 

Chriotian professors and theologians. They were finally to decide with regard to 

--· · · vt····.r:-~z771y;,1~r--;-'""·(~~1~t-~f,:~~1-:;,;;-:;,z.t:1: -·~~:::~:.r(--l'.-;-,,h ,.ci a:::; /i, 

I 

19. Jl;mdon denied au·thorah~.p of this work. See Noto;,:p.37d G. der Judon t;} ·(,.-,;, 
/'..--•"-,,, ... ~ ...... _,.,- .. f~,.,.,..,., • .,,..,.,,.,..,,. ,,:-, ·.,,.~~:~~· :i~,t./i\f I ~-,~{ t'\ ·1{ ,., ~~-

20, Gr. - G. der Juden p.3JJ_; Seo note 2 "· ?l 5 '
1·'"·!' ,. ' ' 

··~. "t'-1 
21. The book is lrnl:Leved to hav'o been dic-tat0d by E:Lboschutz to IGmdcm. Gr.~-

G. dor Juden, p.~0?1 '"1 ~ 
,r,2_1J .r'~ ~,~' ./:(J .,J1' -~"~i ') 7b ( e.{'fi1 t ··t;,; ::.; 

..,.,., ,,,-4, 01.,.;J .,...,.. ..J ,,,_, . c5 i •-{J;{i f,~ I --~ I 

·:tJ,:"'4."1~?/filWl",11~~~7,~~~. 

~\3. 'Gr. - G. cl.or Judon - p. 3'72 
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the amulets. 

Jflib0schutz decided to publiBh his case On :tune 2'7:; 1'755 h:i.s ..ft•.,,~ ...JJlfl' Pap

peared. I-t was the first work th~,,t he had published r.nd contained a statement of 

hie c1:w0, written in calm, passionless language, though :Lt was so constructed as to 
I• 

prove that he wmJ al-toge·ther innocent and tha)c\the cause of all the discussion could 

be J.::,.id at the feot of 11!mden :_:_nd his associates. lfo failed to convince Jewry of his 

innocence. 'rhough he tried skillfully to conceal his guilt he was unsuccessful, 

failing to enlist tho support of any of the Rabbis, '.l'his treatise did not remain 

unanswered. Emden was porl-w.ps joyed to f:i.r.td that Eibeschub: exposed his own igno-

r•,nco and in addition insuHed thci people, considering themg7u:ttl.!fbl~Jnough to ac-
;;,:,,,.,.11;.j11\~ \ 

copt his arguments. 11:rndon ansvrored 1Uboschu·l:;z by writing his .Jl/7.J ....}1111 1-$ ...ll1'.:tll/ 

ignor£1,pc0 and folly 

I 

Emden s annwer did not receive ·l:;he vrnlcome expect0d. H:i.G dbufilb,rn style and 

venomous expressions were to his own hurt. The con·!;roversy- had cost Emden money 

and hea.l·th I he had suffered almof.Jt complete poverty. 'While ho was busily engaged 

with his refutations against EiboschutzJ plans wero made to frustrate his schmnes. 

A band of the followers of Eibeschutz (men of low standing, some of whom later re

gretted thoir act:Lons )29 stole into the home of Emden, threatened him with death 

unless he turnecJ. over to them his malicious wr.:i:I:; ings against Eibes chutz. They tem

pered with his printing pressand confiscated his wr:i.tings. 'L'he final raid was made 
~ .j\\.J~"'¾, 

when a sera;ch warrant was issued upon evidence obtained from li1mdon himself, 
30 

Despite tho suddenness of the occurrence and the fact thail~mden had no opportunHy 

to hide the mater:i.al w,_·mted, and though tho intruders plundered everythin,r.; -they 

found, ·they did not succe0d in obtain:i.ng the evidence deGired, 'rhey took much with 

. 31 
them, but their evJ.dence w~rn of no purpose. 

24. See Auto, p.l'l8 ff. 

ll 
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Another publication meant to benefit E:tbeschutz but harming him in the eyes of 

the ~ews appearod from a Christian 1vnmte1v-t : OE' 1.blc. A cer·l;ain professor and pas-
32 

tor Me80rlin, who was asked by the Danish king for his opinion :Ln the caao, ventured 

the opin:i.on that the amulets referred in mystical manner to Jesus Chrlst. He referre~ 

to Anton's book maintaining that it did not represent :8~ibeschutz in proper perspoct .. 

ive. 33 His article~ alrso made appeals to the entire Jewish community. 34 

ThoughrA~•g~rl.lin' s arguement presented }l~ibes ehutz in an al together unfavor~ble 
~ 

light to the Jews, they convinced King Frederick of Denmark of the worth of Eibe-

1 

I 
schutz, who was sa:l;i"J fied to disregard the disapporval of the Jews, if he obtained ~ 

thu favor of. the governmen-1;. The king al tored his form0r decisions, pe:i:m1:ttting 

Eibeschutz 'to hold office. The community of Altona was ordered to recognize and 

3r; 
respect him. 0 

Eibeschutz was victorious and his victory was celebrated with pomp and :care ... 
36 

mony by h:l.s follov,0rs (middle of Dec. 1'756). 'l'hough Eibeschutz had apparen·l;J.y suc-

ceeded in his •trife of six years.duration, events even soon to,occur which dfud not 

add to his triumph, rath0r they clitracted from his influence and meant the loss of 

many of his supporters. 

----------··--·-·-,:;:,l.·~'tl7'f----·-·-·-----·--~--·-·-·-
J 61 

See Note 2 p.372. lGw.~,_1.i.,,_..QiJ,der· J; Vol.X ,,,,..-•-,,,., 25. 

26. He bidod his time, wait;j.ng until>his disciples w~Jre ready to come ·l;o 
his aid. On Oct., 1753 a meeting was held at which a collecti.on of writings 
ago.inst Eibeschutz vrore burned. See _.)Ill . .!/ _,,,,,g,j p.5Ob; :ipj•.:i JII~ p~6~ 

f"l') D 
27 • .JI n,j Jllfl, j p. 52b; Evidence in -!;heir favor was destroyed 

·--.-•~<•, .•. , ··"""" 

28. 

29. Auto. - p.181 ff. 

30. Ibid - p.19O ff. 

31. Ibid - p.197 ff, for details of raid 

32. Gr. - G. der Judan - p.376 n,2 
, .l 



33. 
~v• ~r: 

Ibid - p.3%;- Moge''.Un furth.{'r charges that Emden's opposition to Eibe-

schutz was due to the latter's Christian leatning. He suggosted that Eibeschutz 

remove his mask and resign from the Rabbinate and to allow himself to be1 baptized. 

'J'Ss· I '/1_,;_it ( 

34. See Ibid p.376 Note 3 

35. Gr, - G. der Judon p.:377;- 'rhe community of Hamburg over which E:Lbeschutz 

had no jurisdiction for three years a.gain recognized h:lm as their Rabbi. 

36, Ibid 



""'Ir' 
'l'he contentions of Anton that Shabbatians no J.onger the face of ·the 

earth was in par·t ·true, though for the most part faJrn@, and was meant to v:lndica-te 

the guHty Eibeschutz. In Pado1ia there was a nest of these people who proved them

sel v0s fo be 0 oufaide the camp of Israel 11
• 'rh~J activities of the anti-Shabbatians 

had not the greatest effect desired., From all appeare.nces those who 'Jt.r0r0 not fol

lowers of Zebi would have believed that the sect no longer ~x.isted, for they,th0 

Shabbatians carried on their work secretly, and they slowly gained adhorents~ 1 'l)xe 

controversy between l:!~:i.beschutz and Emden was actually responsible for their n0w ap .. 

ea.ranee, t>r for their bald public reapllearanceo 

The communities had heon divided :i.nto ·two camps, and in many :lnstances the 

pro-F~ibesehtrtz party was by far th0 predominant. 'l'his fact encouraged th0 Shabba .. 

t:i.ans to reappear 0 on~ho face of tho earth" and to boldly declare themselves anti
i 

Talmudis·ts. 

Tho leader of the bold group wa a cer-tain Jacob Lebovicz I a man of no.10.ov:rh.-e~y, 

by far the mos-b dishonest and most fraudulent mfm of his dayo In his youth he ilad 

m «d~himsclf acqutdnted with Kabbala, preferring H ·f;o the Talmud. He had experienced 

much having travelled while yet a young man, ancl. had become skilled in11sel1ine; his 

b:i.rth--right 11 , goine; from one religion to another. While in 'rurkey he had acquired 

tho name of' Frank.
2 

lt~rank had learned the ad of ·the sensational leader. Ho influenced the people 

with his pcrfional:l ty, with his humbleness, leading them to believe that he was merely 

doing his dost:i.ned work, that all Massiahs were reincarns:t:lons of the same soul. 

i. Gr. ... G. der J\tden - p. 378 Podolia and Pokotia ( Poland) were peopled 
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His marriage to a beautiful woman served his cause. He was thought to be a su-

perio,r being and theref oro his adheremts had :Lmplici t faith in him, He had heard of 
j,l;}i 1'•' -\.' · ' 

the a'~tl~it'i~·r\rn Poland and rnadJhis appearancos thoro suddenly on Nov. 1755. 
~l•>f,M"~~ \ 

0ondi tions in Poland were favorable for Frank. The Sherbatians v:ho remained in 

these dis ~riots secretly, now saw an opport.unity to proclaim ·!;heir pd.nciples. 

They had been in need of a leader, andrrank supplied tho noed ,,appearing as the suc

cessor of Shabatai Zebi. Th0 f'uJ.J. import of this wmJ eJ!Jlll;:rlY unders·l;ood by those 

initiated into the secrets of 11 Shabbatianism". They too understood the trlimita:rian 

Godhoad consisting of the Ancient One I the Holy King, e.nd a female personage in the 

God head. Frank Frank represented the Holy Lord and was to be respected as such, 

He succeeded in organizing the Shabbatians of Podolia and its surrounding 

territory into a sect which called by his name "li'ranki[d;s". Being Shabbatians, their 

main 1..~.im was to undermine Rabbinic Judahim. Their actions were in cHrect opposi .... 

tion to the demands of Rabbinic Judaism. 'I'his 

3 
educated suffering populace , bu·!; also ma.ny of 

movement attra~tdd~ot only tha un-
4 

the mystical Rabbiti tirld Darshanim. 

It must be mentioned that public appearances and m,:3,;,-l;ings by these Il'ran.ld.sts 

were practicalJ.y impossible, for the eyes of the Rabbis were directed against he-

5 
ret:Lcal uprisings. Even secrot meetings did not always prove fJUCcessful. One of 

these meeting□ vr.as broken up and resulted in the deportat:ton of Frank as a fort]ign

or. News of the activities of the I1'rankis·~s came to the ears of the strictly pious 

Rabbis of Poland i and the Frankists wercra:b.ji~cted to their a:l;tacks I for the ad:Lons 

of the Frank is ts in defiance of Rabb:lnical law point ot a very low state of morale 

th&tt had made its way :tnto the Jewish society. 

wHli stul:Jitfots 6:t' .'.ralmud who scoffed at the laws of Judaism, 
cal lore, and who were of loose morals. 

.2. Jacob ben Loeb, son a Rabbi of Galicia See note 1, 
Jud.en - Vol. X 

scorned 
s;)✓t 

p, 378 Gr. 
,.,...,.........~-·,.• 

Rabbini-

- G, der 

3. 'rhe movement of Shabbatian:i.sm had a-t.-\f'lfoted many who had wHnessed or 

I. 
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At Brody1 a sentence of excommunication was pronounced (20 Sivan 1756) against 

the li'rankists.. No one was permitted to in·termarry w:i.th them, and they were consi

dered non-eligible to the post,of Rabbi, to any religious affice or any position as 

6 
leader. This ban was ratified by a great synod on the 25th of' Sept, 1756, and was 

published and distributed throughout the Jew:i.sh communities to be read monthly and 

to be observed meticulously. A strong thrust was made to avoid further tx·oubles 

from An·b:i.-Talmudists. The documont prepared by the synod decJ.arod that no personi!,i 

undor the ag0 of thirty wafJ perm:i.tted to study Kabbala or to read the Zohar, ':Che 

decision though perhaps apparently arbitrarily and opposedto intelleduaLtsm was a 

necessary step since thtrno\rorks had for momy years had a harmful effect on the peace 

and harmony of the J'ewish people. The Rabbis felt that the study of th0 Zahar and 

the Kabba.la in itself was not harmfuJ.,
7 

but that tho immature mind was not able 

to grasp the wholesomeness of these works and they therefore desired to pr.event the 

evil effects of the Zahar, though they did not intend to attack the Zohar itself, 

Emden received at this honor which porhaps ho himself did,not expect. Tho 

Rabbis of Poland turned\o :u;mden in their distress, When the Shabbatians were attack-• 

ed by tho Jews of Poland, they sought refuge from the secular authorities. 'rl'10y com

piltained to the bishops (who wero the rulers) that they wtire pursued and prosecu·ted 

by the ~ows because of thBir belief which was very similar and quite related to the 

belief' of the Christ:Ls.ns. Much monoy spent obtained for their proted:i.on of tho 

. 8 
rulers and they were provided with cities of refuge. 

Emden in reply to the queries of the Polish Ho.bbis adv:i.sod that ·the d00ds of 

had suffered from the Chmelnick:i. p0rsectutions J ;IG. Vol. V, p. 4'16 

4. Gr. - G. der Judon - See 378 ff. 

p.381 

6. Ibj_d 

1 



'the Shabba:t::i/ans be published, rebuked 

publicaH,9.11s .•. ? fflmden wro·l:;e his t, i ") a 11:;J 11 o , whic.h was directed against the 

sectarians. He included reforences to the activities of Eibeschutz and his allies, 

and exposed Eibeschu·tz attitude tovrard tho Torah. Eibeschutz IJ,sod all means to pre ... 

v,mt- tho dissemination of' the information con·l;air1odin this new publications. The 

publicity eiven to this new work did not by any moans prevent intrest in its con

tenls. Emden continued exposing the activitieG of the sectarians and led the spi

ri tua.1 war om tlj.os f) vrho who were ready to accept Christianity in order to. continu0 

their fight against the 'l'almuclists, 

In this boated battle Emden ardved at a conclusion that was of e;roat inte

rest and importance to succeeding generations, The conditions in Poland led Emdon 

to make a careful sttidy of the Zahar and its contents, His careful inquiring led 

him to the opinion ·that the Zahar was not the entiro work of the author to whom i't 

.was ascribed (Simc1on b, Yochai), that at least a part of it was the work of an im

postor. 'l1his' conclusion of .Ulmden was a radical step which he ·took after careful 

study, previous to occurrences in Poland he had considered heretical any individual 

fuhat dared doubt the genuineness and sacred character of the Zohar.
10 

wi'th regard ·to ·the 
In h:i.s y..:i."I p11~ ,1 o li:mden answers the question r/1PI:'PJJ.e,<tll:}4*PJl:Q,:i:the trankists. 

He endorsed punishment emphatically, con~iidering thernshameless transgressors of 

sacred law, ri'hough th:i.s permission from Emden was not solely respons:l.blo, it was] 

the only word that was needed for tho ovents that followed. 'rhe {ews denounced t 10 

~"'rankists declaring them to, be a now sect, stating that they were w:i:thin the ju~ 

risdiction of the Catholics. 

7. Si:rn fudheir und()r11 Gonclusion11
, Part I~ ,. 

~ 
8. Auto. p .186 :.~ 'rhe bishop of Kamni tz and his aids supported thcs e he-

retics and ]!Jerm:t ttod them to take hold.'"···6f' their new f ai"th. He ordered the 
'L'almud and the holy books to be burned, bringing disgrace and apparent de ... 
feat ·to the 'ralmudists. 

I 



Frank realized that this would perhaps mean persecution at the hands of the 

Catholics; he soon appeared on the scene and ordered that many of their sect should 

submit baptism in orde-r to emphasize their bt~lief' in the trinHy and the:i.r opposi

tion to the •ralmud. 11 

Heated warfare ensued betwem tht) ·l:;wo camps. '1.1h0 li'rankists declared and rei

terated their similarity to. Christianity insisting that the Talmudis·ts oppressed 
new 

them bocaus, of the superiority of the/belief. •:r.hey were venomous in the:i.r char-
12 

ges, anxious to separate thenB elves from the Jew:i.sh community. Such an 1J:tti tude 

toward the Jews obtained for the li'rankists the favor and protection of the secular 

authorities. '.l1h0 Frankil'Jts continued to be a m0nac0 to the Jows, and their adivi

ties had one affect on the Rabbis of Poland. They realized ·!;he low state to which 

th0 intellec-tualism of the Jew had come. Emden, in this ent:i.re affair, was the ( t( 
highest authority, a.ndi t must be remembered, the:t his attitude was by far not the 

~ 

attitude of the niaj orH~of the Rabbis. This difference of opinion was not due to a 

d:if f0r0nc0 'of reasoning but to ·the st,'J.to of ignorance of the major portion of ·t;he 

Jewish Rabbinate of this period. Emden did perform a sorvice. He opened the ey013 

of the poop le to the frauds and the chimeras by which ·!;hey were enticed and led 

9. Auto. - p.185 

10. Gr. - G, d.er .Tuden - p. 383 
~J,.,,.0' 

11. D'rank had changed his faith on other occaxsions see P• 55 

12. 'l'hey charged thro Jews with desiring Christian blood,that the Talmud 
vindica:tes tho murder of Ghr:i.t1tians Gr. -G. der Juden p.3Si 



bf.SI }Jl1[1.Re_ OJ.l' EMDEN' S _LIEfil 

The activities of Eib0schutz and the various m0am1 that he employed to dis

credit th<9 charges of E1p.den, and to defame Emden, we_re not altogether successful. 

Though Eibes chutz continued to wield power, Emdtm' s cla:i.ms were not discredited. 

Th0 activities in Poland, described in the prec00cling chapter give 0vidonc0 of :l!~m ... 

' . den s author:L'ty on orthodox Judcdsm,vHe was consulted by the memoo rs of the Synod 

of Gonstant:bvo for his opinion, 1 on matters of interest to entire Jewry of hls day. 

Even :i.n his own land his cause was not altoge-ther lost. 'l'he associates of 

Eibesehutz must have realized his character, f'or though several of them lrnlped Ei

beschutz :i.n his schemes, it is not altogemher certain that they did not real:lze their 

2 wrongs toward the man :&~mden. 

Withal Emden' s last"·years wore not much more pleasant that those previous in 

his life. r.rhough his authority was :recognized by some, Emden did not receive the 

recognition i)'rhat he wHh h:i.s nature nd erudition desired. 

After ·the death of Eibeschutz (.Elul 1764,), many wantr~d to elect Emden fo the 

position once held by his father, but l~mden' s friends eviden·~ly were not in the ma-

3: 
H:ority, though his enemies did not deoire -that their feelings be made public. 

Emden was recognized and shown some honor by bsing adv:is ed with in regard to the 

I 
candidate to be chosen. JJj,r3 suggestion was accepted, and(the Rabbi recommended by 

\ 
him was elected success.or to JUbescliutz. 

:mmden continued h:i.s con'iirov0rsy · .. ith the followers of Eibeschutz i he 0stab-Jri 
lished a sch ol in whioh 1ho taught ·bhose> principles which wore an'bogonistic to th\ .' 
principles taught1 thl'i ~up:l• or Eibeschutz. Thour ~r o~i:ho frit~, 0'i,:1~~,, h"Y 

J') r, . ) . P 'f.-1< __ ),1,:t,;,)_'.,i< 1.,vv v· -· 
' 



beshutz were opposed to this move by IGmden, he was not hampered in his work. 

C . {'f-0
: ::> •:- 1 ;_.· :: n · ~ 

.Emden was disappointed :i.n the man of his choice, the Rab'bi of Al t'6na, 

the latter was not genuine nor honest in his work, nor did he fail to curry 

4 
with '!;he people, attemp·t.ing to please ·bhe opponents and friends of Eibeschu·!;z 

alike. _ 
During th~) year l'/74, Iflmden had planned -to jO);A.rney to _Pal0stin0, where he in .. 

tended to spel:'.d the :remainder of his life. He was unable to settle matters before fi 

J.oaving, and continued to po13t_pon0 his trip. Friday eve.ning April 19 11776, Emden 

breathed his last, at the ripe age of eighty, A worthy accrostic has been ascribed 

on his tombstone in Altona, giving evidonce of the respect and love for him felt 

by those \'!ho·know him. 

l. J.E. Vol.V, p.150 

2. Mendel Speyer, one of those who raided Emden's home for certain rnanu
scr:i.pts later apologized to him Auto. f),2OO ff. 

3. Method of election and secrecy described pp,2O9 ff .... Auto, 

4w Ho paid deference to Eibeschutz and despite Emden's warnings honored 
the 0rand,son of F.ib0schutz with the ti'tle !_J1,r;.i Auto. - p.211 
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Emden was quite a prolific writer showing a desire to put into form his opione 

alFea:dyin his early life.
1 

After Chacham Zebi had moved wi r,h his fo.mily from Emdon, 

Jacob had rema:i.ned with an uncle of his, with whom he studied his father's Response.. 

2 
He then wroi;e an essay 011 his father's _p 1::t. 1ttv,. 

F.mden's early 1:i.fo WafJ spent in study and teaching. While ye·t in Bruda. 1 he 

complotod h:ls /:1, 1')1/J Q n ?, a c~~~~!~·~~~~Y,- ~~:;:Hfe Mishnab, Here too ho co:~~-_:ted his ~-

')r.D r 1..;:1 1 ~ on CJ''" n,,x 111!J. Ho issued many,.11djUland finished part of hisY::J..JPJll''I-/U 

When in Amsterdam ( after his third rnarriago) 1 ho yrrote his .r •v;;w • '1110,.)lwhich 

was a compilation of the laws and customs for tho entire year. This work ho be

lieved to be of great necessity. It contained all tho prayers and all tho dut:i.es,, 

incumbent on an obr.iorvant Jew. He :i.neludod note,s on personal advice and bits of 

personal opinion. 3 His intem·l;:i.ons were misunderstood and attompts were made to 

4. 
prevent its publication, but his opponents realized the futility of their cause. 

•:rho book waEi 'finally published S0pt. 1'748. Tllo same year IGmdon wrotfs) his Siddur. 

cal. 

His works may be divided· into two diGtinct classes: polemical 

Among the polemical ar0: r:s.\._(_"-71€;til,_. , • ,f,:.rL ,t . • 

1. 

2. 
of his 
courage 
mies. 

3. 

~-- V :• 

1. Tor.12-.ih l!rus.~<2.ih - a b:log:raphy of SH.abbatai Zebi and criticisms on 
. Je~:,; ~i.:. \ r ., \J ;:tj:/~-/ ... 

Nehemiah Ohayyifn',' E:iboschutz, and others. Amsterdam, 1752 
"~~s:•11t"l)~>.~• 

2 • .Etc!YJ.h..)3.Q§_Y~.11. - on the supposed hor01;1y of Eiboschutz. This also 



contains 1a letter to the Rabbis of the "Four Lands", Altona, 1756 

3. 1.?_hl~sh - 3 pads '\J 1-~ _r?,futcd;:i.on of h<➔retical d.emonstrationa • 
. fi,/f, ".1;._.'f,,\ 

Amoterdam, 17581-i!.62 (l 

4 • . fil:~- Lucho·t Ha-owon •· a refutation of l!1ibesch1,rtz'sJf7V n!/7/), 
Altona, 1759 

5. Three polemical pamphlets published in 1762 

6,. Four writings on money -changers and bankers. Unpublished 

His Rabbinical works include: 

1. i~h~l] §)l1:-1!1fil1ll - commentary on Mishnah with, a tre~ltise :i.n two par-!;s 

on Maimonedaa: "Yad 11
, Bet Ha-beh:i.rah - A]:l;orw,, 1728, Wandsbeck, 1733 

2 •. ~ti l:L:iJskor9..t, - responsa. Altona, 1'733 

3. ~1.Q;! _Y.0~z ... a coJ.10ction of rosponsa. Altona, 1'739a59 

4,. §.id.fu!r_'RQlligh - Altona, 1'145-48 

5 •. mz .. Aboj, •· a commentary to A bot and Lech em Nekudim - gramma·l;lcal notes. 

Amsterdam,1751 
t''l, 

6. J.Lfl.fill.li§.1 Af..x.gh~ -~ r:Jorrnon, also included in his "KishFJhudm'Lyaakob". -Amsterdam, 1755 

'7. Ei>.Q..§lr 'OJ.am Rabb~h_~-Zuta and _Meg,illat Ta~:n,t.b-- edi tad with cr:i.ti-

cal notes, Hamburg, 1?5'7 

8. ,M.9.!: Y=ts>~.dn~l..b. m 2 pari;£i, th~~ first pad ca)J.ed 13' ?90 ..J)nS(H?being an 

expureation of the~ohar. Altona, 1761 .. 68 

9 • .[y_:i_m .lL::.EQ.r_a_gl!J..m - a collection of Kabbalis·t:i.c e.rticles arranged in 

alphabetical order. AHona, 1768 

10 • .!each ~[h ... grammatical notes on the prayers ,and a criticism of 

Solomon Honas 11Shaare '.L1efmllah 11 • Altona, 1769 

11.,Shomesh Zodalrn.h - AJ.:tona 1772 
--·---""""- ...... w-... ..... --.w...., t"'"}' f :\.. 

12 • .f.2.ll.££.11 .£!£2:.Ql. - ~t9Ji1J.ath ~41-lr.ld.UJ. and 9Jl1?.~ ,[q.i£g.~. Altona 1775 

4. Though at first welcomed, tho book soon met with great opposition. In 



-
Aiuone; his unpublished Rabb:i.nfoal writ:i.ngn are: 

1. Kishshurim 10- Yaakob -~ coJ.lodion of sermons ,.,.,__,.__.._.._ __ - ___ ,,_.,,.,,.,. 

2. -Ze.akath Damim - refutation of the blood accusation in Poland ....... '" , ... -~ 
3. ~,'Ed ... commentary to Ilashi and to tho 'l'argum of the of the Pen-

tateuch 

4. E:rn 1§:.-1!!..ll...aJ:! -~ cormnentary "to the whole Dible 

5 •. fil.JU J.a-Mi~h !'.2.-..la-.Ma,,,~.roth ... also a commentary to the Bible 

6 • .M§.l.~lll11J.h . .§.~f~'I - contain:Lng biographies of h~Lmse·~··· f ;~:n~ his,lf.".,:;t:,r.•;:."._~, 

WrJ. tten 1752..,,.,,,. ',., ·,·· . . ., ·' rv,,\I,· '\,,;C';J· _,,.--,. , ,,. if 
1 

Emden'/also annotated several works among which are : Saadia Gaon I s "Sofer 

ha-Pedut we ha-purI~an 11
; Elijah Levita' s "Meturgeman 11 ; Caro's 11Kereti u-Fele'l;:L 11 • 

Ho is also considered to bo tho author of a Kabbalistic vrnrk. 5 

the second part he agp:aed to removio all objections. Auto. pp. 169 ff. 

5. Wagemaar in his Toledoth Ya.abez --.,,,--~-~ .. 
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~--------------------·--
AN APPRT!WIA'l'ION OF EMDEN --- .... ~ ' ·-· -- ---

Jacob Emden famed as a gree:t scholar, was not al together free from the li

mitation of his age. He was a Jew int0r0sted in his people and in his religion. 

Son af a learned Rabbi and d~scendant of a line of 'falmudists I JiJmden was the be

nof ic:i.ary of good training and strone cm racter. His lov0 for his father was of 

such a nature that he desj_red to simulate him in his own l:i.fe. In his ac-tivi"ties 

one may say that Emden d:i.d succeed in living in accordance with the example set 

him by his father. In nature, however, he fell short. 

}~mden was unsociable, inconsiderate, and melancholy - a lover of solitude • 

.t' erhaps · al1 these were no·b his own dtrn:ires. He had spent his childhood ih mise

ry, :mco:nomic cond:i.tions were not the most favorable I and mor1so were unfavorable 
\ 

his physical circumstances, He suffered with many diseases during his childhood, 

was pampered by his parents, and continued throughout alJ. his life to be a vfo ... 

t.im of sickness and fmnui. Af'ter leaving his father's home there was none➔ to 

comfort him. Physical disco~fort and general .unhappiness may be rightly blamed for 

Emden's better nature. 

Emden was well vers<~d in Talmud and vras eager for general knowledge. He 

did not desire to limH his educat±on to Rabbinic lore, but h:i.s peculiar views 

prevented his acquiring vast knowledee in other fields of educaUon, 1 Ycrt he was 

far above the students of his day. 

Emden wrote much, was a sk:i.lled stylist, independent in nautre and fearless. 

His fight for the truth was genuine and effective, though the means employed were 

to the hurt of others and to his own hurt. Emden was arrogant, quarrelsome, and 

obstinate, choosing every opportunity to dt)clare spiritual Wft.r and employing ·bho 
(~) 

most deadly weapons ·bo win h:i.s cause. 2 He did not know the meaning of furrendor, 



... 66-

V'✓hon he found reason for a quarrel (justly) but felt that his timewas not ripe, 

he bided his time befor0 he made any action,
3 

His quarrels were alv1ays for the "rtght" i though many believe that he was 

m~rely quarrelsome, his life shows that he was anxious tha.t fraud and fe.ls0hood be 

dethron0d, he was eve)r anxious for the welf aro of tho people. 

Emden was strictly orthodox in his religious views, and was ·true to iflradUion 

4 l despite ·l,he possible changes warranted by circumstancef;. n fact he considered 

himself the guardian of' ·!,rue orthodoxy and took furtive gla.nces ai; all wrongs 

with his keen eye which seemed hypoci.icy and heresy1 though they were not noticed 

by tho$e near at hand• In this respect he followed in the footsteps of his father 

who, too enjoyed the1 dangers of heresy-hunting. 

Emden was opposed to philiJ.osophy though he knew nothing of thE~ subject. In 

his peculiar manner he 9.ared express that the 11 Guid0 fo ·the Perplexed" could have 

possibly been the work of so orthodox a Rabbi as Maimuni. 5 

WHh his knovrledgo of tho Talmud and his love of Judaism it may appear 

strange that he d:i.d not possess any desire fo:r the Rabbinate. A descendan·t of a 
I 

Rabbinical family, and/one who craved for honor and respec-t, Emdon had a pocuJ.iar' 
I 

desire to be olatod td the Rabbinate in order to have tho pleasure of declining 

6 
·tlHiF'election. Only' once did he accept the offer when he became the Rabbi of 

Emden. 

2. Gutman K1omperer /__,J,, ,,,,, p. 66 · 
l 

3. Cf. p. 2U 

ft/ 4. J.E. VoJ.. V, p.150 

•c, 

' 5. Ibid ;fJ•'>;;,o .JI fl~,., I? --
6. Cf. P• 43 

i 
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Though differing in many respects from the people and Rabbis of his day, he 

was similar to them in his attHude towards Kabbala and the Zohar. He regarded 

highly both Kabba.la and its canon, the Zahar. 
he himself 

lists nor Zoht-ir'is:ts, and porhaps/wocsi not free 

His quEJ,rrels wero not against Kabba- ;;,, 
/(l>t<!-\.C-f:r_ 

from bolief in mysticism and Kameos. 

H may be noticed that the changes in his greatest controvorrsy were directed on tho 

ground of Shabbatian heresy and on no other ground. It was only later when Emden 
. ;,";• ,, . 

[)-..) ,,•:: 

mado a searching study in'lio the Zohar that he declared against itsAauthencHy. 

'rhough th~} question of Shabbatian heresy was tho main dif f'erence of opinion 

7 and perhaps the main caus o for the gmden-lti bes chutz controversy, H may b~, cons:i.-
,;-. 

dered suffioien·I; ground for tho service rendered by JEmden. He p0rforn10d the task i:1 

of a purHier. 1'he fang.s of heresy (in tho form of Messianism) had boen lmbedded 

:i.nto the flesh of Jud.aism for .gu::Lte a time, Heresies are of differ0n·I; typoo. 'rhe 

belief' :i.:u Zebi, had threatened ·the foundation of Rabbinism, and Rabb:inism though at 
seemed to be it 

time:/ a de·l:;errent to progress, has always made for i;)i;(l)npr:e:s~~V'1ttlo~ oJ,clJddtvis.m·:::&,rtd.l•• 

·ci:o:ricrth©.l1pr'Ogi':r0sB.1 @f1l;. Jewry. ll:specially was this form of heresy dangerous when it 

all:i.ed its elf with Chr:tstianHy, which has always looked for the annihile:tion of 

tho people and the destruction of the religion. 'J.'he Shabbatians were dangerous, bu·I:; 

even more were they especially treacherous, in hiding, and when they did app(:lar 

above surface they appeared j_n fa.ls e form. 

1,1· 

Graetz maintains that h:i.s·l:;ory has not decided definitely whether Emden or 

JUboschutz was in the right. Never-the less, this moot quostio:n does not dotrad from 

tho service rendered by Emden. Eiboschutz rn.t-'!.Y have boon innocen-t. If he were» he 

f 
was accused :i.nnocontly, o.f a grave chax·g~put through tho accuoat:ton was unravelled 

' I 
the scheme of an onemy that had bud.eel :i:l;self :c1ecreUy wi th:i.n, the b~dy of Jev,ry and 

vvas gnawing at Hr}vory heart. JEmden rrnccoeded in locating tho disease, He may 

7. Some bolieve that through personal grievance the quarrel started, nnd 
to ·!;hat cause H may bo well attributed. Seo J.E. Vol. V ,p. 309 



he (~es) 
have been mistakEm,in the cause, but tho knife that/thrust helped considerably In 

(,{)J 
aJ.log1.ng ·!;ho pain and aided in the rocovory. JI!mdon cor"l;ainly prev,mted tho growth 

of irre:t:i.onal mysticism wh:Lch :Lf cont:i.nued would have led to tho complete moral dE)-

i 
basement and decay of tho Jewish peoplefor the ovil had spread :Lts roots throughout 

/: 

the landn where Jevm had settled. 

If ho had net bo en f'ami:tical :tn his point of' view, ( a:s many claim he was) , 

he would llavo p0drn.pr1 not have succeeded. He performed a service. 'rho means he em

ployed wore perhaps to hi,s hurt, uni'ortunat0ly, but his work should bo remembered. 

His contribution :LG perhaps too of-l;on forgotten. 
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