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INTRODUCTION

The years marking the close of the elghteenth
century anq the beginning of the nineteenth were
turbulent ones for a young struggling United States
of America. Nine out of ten Americans lived on farms,
railsing small crops, barely feeding thelr own faml-
lies. Three percent of the four milllon people of
America lived 1n 1ts six largest clties: Phlladel-
phia, New York; Boston, Charleston, Baltimcre and
salem. The country wes small to be sure, but dis-
tances seemed greater then. It took Washington four
days to travel from Mt. Vernon tc Phlladelphia and

it was a three day Jjourney from Philadelphla to

New York, There was plenty of living space and it

was stlll romantic to talk of that great area of
land lying west of the Allegheny Mountains, Al-

though Kentucky had become &a gtate 1in 1792,

Plttesburgh was stlll considered the last cltadel

of civilization and 1t wés only a stockade, The
amorphous population of the west was beglnning to
take shape. It was there the ploneer splrit had
vitality and the sweet odor of democracy was un-
taintéd by any tangible vested interest. Huge areas

of land, to be sure, were controlled by eastern




speculators, but the possession of land in itself
wvas no yardstlck of wealth. Even those who dld
not live directly from the soll had to be daring.
The difficulties of the terralin, the spoeradic
attacks of the Indians made nc dlstinction between
merchant and farmer,

In the east the cities were bustling with
actlvity and a young natlon was beginning to take
on flesh, Phlladelphla was a major center of
business and cultural activity, its population
was more varled in raclal stocks than that of New
York and its interests were more diversified,
Phlladelphia was the home of religlous dissent.

It was alive with political, social and intellectual
ferment. It had more small tradesmen, more school-
masters, more music teachers than any other city

of that timeql

It was very proud of its culture and always
intellectually astir, on friendly terms with all
of the fine arts. Great fortunes were belng made.
When the title of western lands passed from the
crown to the newly formed republic, Philadelphla
merchants took the lead in land gpeculation, and

with the establishment of the National Bank the
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clty was the financial capital of the countryu2

The Gratz brothers, Barnard and Michaei, were
old hands in the business of speculation., That
there was a great romance in this enterprise could
not be denied, as Washlngton Irvln& described 1t,
many years later:

"There are moral as wel1 as physical phe-
aomena incilident to every state of things,
which may at first sppear evils, but which
are devlsed by an all-seelng Providence for
some beneficent purpose. Such is the spirit
of speculative enterprise which now and

N then rises to an extravagant height, and

: sweeps throughout the land...The late land
' speculations, so much deprecated, though
rulnous to many engaged 1ln them, have
forced agriculture and cilvilization into
the depths of the wilderness; have laid
open the recesses of primeval forests;
have made us acqualnted with the most
available polnts of our lmmense interlor;
have cast the germs of future towns and
clitles and busy marts 1n the heart of
savage solitudes, and studded our vast
rivers and intermnal seas with ports that
will socon give actlvity to a vast lnternal
commerce, Millions of acres which might
otherwige have remalned 1dle and impracti-
cable wastes, have been brought under the
dominion of the plough, and hundreds of
thousands of I1ndustrious yeomen have been
carried into the rich but remote depths of
our immense emplre, to multiply and spread
out in every direction, and give solldity
and strength to our confederacy. All this
has in a great measure been effected by the
extravagant schemes of land speculators.’3

Phe Gratz brothers, rightly called "merchant
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venturers”" found thelr business interests brought
them into contact wlth the daring land speculators
and traders of thelr time, There were great pres-
sures from wifhin the eastern states for expansion
westward. The complaint was frequently heard and
repested, aé by the prominent Indian trader Samuel
Wharton, that there was hardly any vacant land
left in the "Middle Colonies™, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vanla, Maryl&nd, and Virginia, except such as was
monopolized by the great landholders for the pur-
pose of selling at & high prlice. The poor people
of these colonles could not pay the prices., It
was therefore lmportant for the large areas of the
west to be opened, but "under the management of men
with sufficient funds to do 1t in an orderly way,"!
Barnard and Michael Gratz, Wharton, George Croghah
and Joseph Simon of Lancaster, became famillar
names in the hilstory of thils ex?ansiona

Michael Gratz settled in Lancester for a while
and merried the daughter of Joseph Simon in 1769.
The marrlage appeared to encourage an already es-
tablished business relationship, but this was
compa&atively short~lived. The competition was

keen; the methods used were not always of a savory
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nature and the confllet arising between the Gratz
brothers and Michael's father-in-law eventually
led to a parting of the wvays.,

The union of Miriam 3imon and Michael Gratz
was mﬁch more succesgful than the busginess partner-
ship, for 1t resulted in the birth of twelve chil-
dren, two of whom dled in Infancy. On the remalning
Five sons and five daughters (Simon, Hyman, Joseph,
Jacob, Benjamin, Frances, Rlchea, Rachel, Barah
and Rebecca) Rebecca came to be the most prominent
of them all, It is she who is the subject of this

study.




CHAPTER T

"What cannot letters inspire. They have
souls; they can speak; they have in them
all that force whlch expresses the trangw
ports of the heart; they have all the fire
of our passions. They can ralse them as
much as 1f the persons themselves were
present. They have all the tenderness and
the dellcacy of speech, and sometlmes even
8 boldnesgs of expresslon beyond it. Letters
were [lrst invented for consoling such
sollitary wretches as myselfl.,..Having lost
the substantlal pleasures of seeling and
possessing you, I shall in some measure
compensate this loss by the satlsfactlon

I shall find in your writing. There I
shall read your most sacred thoughts.”

From the letters of Heloise to Abelard

* % ¥

Rebecca Gratz was born on Mareh 4, 1781, We
know very little of.her early yvears., Hven in
Philadelphla, the most progressive clty in the
new nation, educatlion facllities were few. The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvanle was still in its
inchoate stage of development and while the constl-
tutlion of 1790 provided for the establiéhment of

public schools, 1t was some years after the chlld-

hood of Rebecca Gratz that thls provislion could be
carried into effect. In spite of the pauclty of
information, however, there are a number of reason-

able assumptions one can make. Her letters display
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an erudition which, 1f not the result of formal
education was nonetheless an accomplished fact.

Her avid interest In the culture of her own time;
her intimate acquaintance with the 1literary treassures
of the past and her amazing &bility to quote from
the masters of literature at length -- all these
are revealed in no uncertain evlidence, Her style
of writing, occaslonally strange, in cdmparison
wlth modern stendards, 1ls rich and colorful, filled
with & pleasant combinatlon of humor and pathos.
One mlght wish that with all the advantages of
modern education letters such as these could be
wrltten in our own time,

The wlde business contacte of her father brought
Rebecca and the entire Gratz household into touch
wlth the domlnant figures of thelr time, Michael
Gratz, a merchant prince, was himself prominent
in Philadelphie soclety., Men 1ln all walks of life
frequented the QGratz home on Chestnut Street, and
Rebecca no doubt listened with a greedy ear to
thelr avid descriptions of 1ife beyond the Allegheny
Mountains, of the huge forest areas of Pennsylvania,
and of sghips which bhad come from the China seas,

Rebecca, at an early age, came to know and
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appreclate the advantages of wealth. Not that the
Gratz's display@d thelr financial success ostenta-
tiously, but thelr house was always comfortable
and nothing was denled theilr children., They
travelled frequently to summer resorts where Rebecca
displayed her talent for meking new friends., Travel
was rather difficult in these times and whereas
friendships could esasily be made, they were diffi-
cult to malntaln, for they could not always be
refreshed by constant meeting, TLetlters came to be
a necessary part of ones soclal existence., They
served, 1n & much larger sense than In recent times,
as a bond between friends or the scattered members
of onets family.
Life 1n Philadelphia was splrited and usually

exclting. There were all types of partles and
balls for young people, Philadelphia was most in-
famous for its tea parties, The tea pérty was &
test for one's abllity Iin the art of conversation
and the pun was the type of humor one sought to
develop.l

* Rebecca was brought up in the midst of such an
environment, the fifth child in a family of ten. By
late adolescence she appears to have been lntellec¢-

tually advanced for her years, She was caught up
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in this meelstrom of social activity and in the
concerns of young people in beaux, manners of dress
and speech, but she seems to have clouded them with
an Intellectual saura all her own. The first real
love of her life was not, as to be éxpected, for
a man, but for a young woman,

Ag early as 1797 we findva record of the cor-
respondence of Rebecca Gralbz and Maris Fenno.2 A
cleose ffiendship had sprung up between them. Although

Maria lived in New York, she was a frequent visitor

to Philadelphia and was often a guest In the Gratz
home, The winter of 1797 was a gay one for sixteen
yeab old Rebecca Gratz. The city was recovering

from one of its periodic afflicbions, (probably

vellow fever) but as Rebecca pointed out, one
"eould feel the most generous sympathy for those
‘ who were afflicted without depriving themselves of
; pleasure, "’ Yes, she was right. The mind of a
young giri could be cheerful wilthout being depraved,
and though engaged in the pursult of pleaéure could
retaln its virtue.4

This 1s the first record of the correspondence
of these two young women, TWlth each letter their

“assocliatlion became more intlmate until the bond
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between them seemed indissoluble, They met on Iin-
frequent occasions, usually in the summer months,
Aand the relatlonship between them grew lncreasingly
interdependent. There was no joy or sorrow which
these two did not shave together. FHach revesaled
the secret whispers of her heart. By pen and qulll
every happy scene was constantly renewed, rellved,
and mentally recalled. All the turbulence of adol-
egcence ls revealed in this correspondence, the
fears, the happiness, and the melancholy are all
intertwined. Rebeccea, with the passage of time,
became more and moré dependent upon these letters,
It was as though she constantly demanded and needed
the expregslion of Mariats affection for her, Every-
thing good and pleasant and‘beautiful in her ex-
perieﬁces she assoclated with Maria. The flower
blooming, the tree shedding its leaves, a sunny
day in the country, a walk through the colorful
_streets of Philladelphia; these reminded her of Maria.
The restless nights, the troubled sleep, these dis-
turbances could be calmed by thoughts of Marla,
Every word that passed between them 1s repeated,
like a story told to an infant. And she read

Mariats letters over and over agaln, as 1f the
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% letters had a soul of thelr own. Rach Sunday she
wrote to her "dearest friend" nervously walting for

a letter in return during the week.,

"I can very well realize your feelings my
dear girl on the separation from your
friends and send a corresponding sigh of
regret for each that escapes ypu. Indeed
you cannot feel our loss more sensibly

that we do yours. Every day calls to mind
some happy scenes we passed with you accom-
panied by the unpleaaanb reoojlec ;lon that
many miles divide us,"D

"I am happy to hear you are better pleased
wlth New York. I hope you will become par-
tlal to 1t, Yet wmy Hear, I know not why., I
would rather you should prefer Philadelphila,
However 1t matters not where we reslds,
Happiness 1is not confined to any particular
apot and to know you possess it wlll con-
tribute to mine, 1n spite of distance. Yet

I will not say I feel reconclled to the ldea
of our separation, but must yleld to neces-
sity. I argue strangely on the subject with
myself and 1t generally adds lilttle to my
satisfaction. But your letters put me in
good humour. Last night when I went to my
chamber, I felt no inclination to sleep and
as I felt lonesome I unlocked my trunk where
I keep my letters and amused myself readlng
them, Unmindful of the hour untll the watch-
man called two. I found one written when you
were in Boston. I cannot tell you with what
pleasure I read 1t. You descrlbe some beauti-
ful situations in New England and the pleasure
you felt in vislting your native town--but
what gratified me particulerly was a slgh
amid all those enjoyments for the socliety of
your Philadelphila friends, among whom you
mention our dear Sally Caldwell. TYou re-
collect Maria at that time we were constantly
together and on your return your Intimacy
with her Jncrodsed. How bligsful was I then
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in two such frilends., Sally lovedme better
for introducilng her to my Maria and I was
proud to possess the affectlon of two women

I thought the most amlable 1in the world. At
that time Maria 1 would not have thanked any-
body to have told me the =sad reverse a few
years would bring forth, Alasf6now I am de-
prived of the soclety cf both.”

"Whether at home or abroad, Sunday morning
1s devoted to my frilend. In conversing with
her I forget dlstance and every scene that
excltes admiration is rendered more pleasing
by communicating 1t to her. Sally Cohen
came here with me on ¥Friday afternoon. Yes-
terday morning we took a book and resolved
to find a retired spot to peruse it in. We
directed our course towards the wood on

the right of the meadow and after walking
some distance arrived at a spot that attrac-
ted our admiration. It was 1n the thickest
part of the wood. Two large trees with
remarkable spreading branches under which

we placed & couple of large flat stones
afforded us a pleasant seat,., the ldea of
wy dearest Marile soon followed me to this
seat and I proposed to Sally to make a visilt
there thls morning take a knife and carve
the names of my friends on the tree which
would render the place more dear to me...I
remember with delight the day we rambled
near thls wood together and the conversa-
tion whilch passed.,.Ah my dearest Maria I
little thought how soon we were to be
separated,” '

"on Wednesday I am golng to Bloomfield, not
to gather wild flowers with my friend but

to merk the contrast that must appear in
everything in her absence., I will go Through
the meadow to retrace the scenes which last
Mey exclted the most enthusiastlc sensations
and as the best substitute for Marials
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conversation I willl carry her letter with
me (for I think tomorrow or Tuesday must
bring one), Should I not be so fortunate
memory will be falthful to all that is
pagsed, and I shall at least find gratifi-
catlon there. Ycu cannolt Ilmagine Marila
how poor I feel -~ wilthout you I am nothing
and when you withhold your letters I seek
in vain to furnish a -~~ with anythi@g
elther entertalning or interesting.”

Maria PFenno appears to have led a very gay
life. New York was a rising commercial port, soon
to eclipse Philléddelphia, and attracting young men
anxious tec advance 1n the world of affalrs, If,
at the turn of the century, it was wanting in
intellectﬁal and literary stimulus, it ﬁa& not
lacking in commerclal ambitions, or in splrited
young men whowere caught up in the throes of
econoumlc expansion, Many of these gentlemen were
attracted to the daughter of John Fenno, Hamllbtor's
editor. The dellghtfulness of her company, the
beauty of form and temperament -- the guallitles
discerned by Rebecca were also being sought out
by the eligible bachelors of New York. Rebeccals
experiences were limlted to & much smaller circle,
and she seemed to derive a vicarious pleasure from
her friend!s social life, constantly demandling that

every aspect of 1t be accounted for 1n the letters.
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"Wothing delights me more than the descriptions |
of your pleasures, Contlnue my love to favour

me with an account of them,” she wrote.? But

she became more frequently froubled,'fearing Maxrie
was too easlly pleased and too easily dilsappointed.
Her letters would alternate between praise and

warning.

"In dreams as well as in waking thoughts
I often enjoy your soclety. In the
former I see you Iin a new situation, in
the latter retrace former tlmes.

: "Who ever left her company displeased

1 except with themselves? They who may

: have been neglected by her will not
censure her, While they who may have
attracted her attention will be dis-
posed to harmonize with all the world. "10

"strange things happen every day Maria in
vhich we may read the world -~ but attempt
not to comprehend that mighty book; the
knowledge would not repay your trouble...
"to live in ignorance of the world 1s I
think to live happlly and every advance-
ment we make costs us dear - you are sur-
prised at my running on thus and do not
recognize my inward temper - but my love
I am not changed ~ the sometimes ~=~ Dby ¢
what 1 see and hear, Bul you are always
satlsfled and I fervently pray may never
have occasion to be otherwlse - and I |
too am satisfied and happy now. One
mouwent draws my mind from unpleasant ob-
jects of fickle changing natures and
presents Marla to my view., Had I fifty
other frilends who would all desert me,
Maria'ts love would make amends for 1t and
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hugglng her closer to my heart, thank Heaven
for the great Blessing leflt...

"vour heart you say is safe and will be
untlil you take pains to lose 1t., Take
care 1t does not glve you the sllip with-
out your permisslion for when 1t has once
found a resting place In another bosom 1t
will not wreturn to yours tho you plead
with sighs and tears - therefore Maria
before you part with your own good heart
galn another, or rather exchange it for
its equal 1f one such can be found...do
not put too much confldénce Iin its present
securlity. They often prove cheats and
galn the mastery over jJjudgment, reason,
send all those sage advisers which lnhablt
the head and glve lessons much oftener
than they are attended to by this sald
unaccountable self directed heart,"ll

Men seemed to move in and cut of Marle's 1life
and there were tlmes, in between thelr appearance,
when she entertained fears of becoming an "0ld
g Maid." Rebecce chided her for this, assuring her
at the same time that 1f fate prevented them from
marrylng they could be happy still in their own

"falthful tender Ffriendship,”

"I thought Beaux were more plenty in New
York -~ the loss of them however cught not
glve rilise to the ldea you mention. You
were never deslgned for an 01d Maid and
tho the apvowd which on your first appear-
ance 1n the clty gathers around you las
dlspersed, bthere may yet be a man of
worth and taste who willl discover 1n the
beautlful Maria more valuable gualltles
than those which & flrst attracted so
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many = you have lived long enough in the
world my dear glrl to discover that a
handsome woman has often more admirers
than frilends - those who seek only a

face will be but transient acquaintances,
but those who will take the paing {0 ===
mind are mecre lasting. When such a man
shall be introduced he will discover the
united perfections that distingulish my -—--
and when I am moved to witness such a
conguest I will bring your last letter wilth
me and you shall laugh my dear at the
hermits throwing aslde her grave notions,
the solltary young Lady becoming the
happlest character in the soclal world -
but Marla 1if fate does not chance to lead
us to that circle (for at present our
situations are similar, our age the same)
we will be happy stlll, and in a Talthful
tender friendship find a substitute for
love, or a consolation for 1lts tricks -
should we elther of us at the age of
sixty have preason to complain of I1ts
treachery, L2 (

However iimited Rebecca's soclal life may
have been, Phlladelphla was allve with culture,
books, music, palnting, actors and plays, the
latter bhaving survived, Quaker attémpts notwith-
standing.15 Philadelphla was the home of clever
wrlters, filled with llterary enthuslasm., These
young men were frequently to be found at the great
house on Chestnut Street., Joseph Dennle, & success-
ful lawyer and essaylst, had come down from Boston

in 1799 and two years later established The Port

i b——————

Follo. This publication became the chlef literary

[PUNPOIRTNEREREI S
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magazine in Amerlca with Dennle at its head and
kindred spirits contributing to it. For Rebecca,
Samuel Hwing, son of a prominent Philadelphis
physiclan, was infinitely the most talented and
valuable writer on the magazlne. Hls name appears
frequently in her letters to Maria, He was a
famillar flgure at the Gratz home, but nothing In
_ thesgse letters indlcates more than Just a friendly
relationship., Dennie and BEwlng were quite adept
at character studles and entertained the young set
of the clty with thelr penetrating analyses. It
was & kind of a parlor game that they played.
Ewlng's pseudonym, Jacques, was. famlllar to the
tongue of every young lady, and whether these two,
Dennie and Bwlng, delved into the personallty of
the social set or jokingly extolled the virtues of
bachelorhood made little difference to Rebecca

and the others; 1t was forever appealing, She
frequently quoted from the two of them in her

letters to Maria and her sister, Elliza Fenno,

T do remember an old bachelor

And here about he dwells, whom late I noted
In sult of sables with a care-worn brow
Conning his books and meager were his looks
Cellibacy had worn him To the bones

And in his silent parlors hung a coal
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The which the moths had used not less than he

Four chairs one table and an old hair trunk |
Made up his furniture, and on his shelves |
4 green clad candle stick a broken ring |
Two tumblers and a box of old cigars |
Remnants of volumes once 1n some repute

Were thinly scattered round to tell the eye

of prying stranger, this man bhad no wife

His tattered elbows gaped most pitiously

And ever as he turned around hls skin

Did thro his stocking peep upon the day
Noting his gloom unto myself I saild

And 1f a man dild covel single life

Careless of Joys that matrimony gilves

Here lives a gloomy wretch would shew 1t him
In such most dismal colours, that the shrew

Or slubt, or idlot, or the gossip wife

Were each a Heaven compared wlth such a life
But thls same thought does not forfelt my need
Nor shall this Bachelor tempt me to wed

As I remember, thls should be the house
Being Sabbath noon - the outer door is shut.

R
Some contendld that Rebeccs and Samuel Ewing

were in love, and would have married had not one

1 been & Jewess and the other a Chrilstlan, But tc

Maria, in whom she confided her lnmost feelings,

she did not reveal & love for the popular poet,

; An element of objectlvity can be observed 1n her .

characterization of Hwing., She admlitted that he

{ : ~ was somewhat romantic, at times entertaining, and
possessing qualitles which she considered admlr-

“able.
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,..but I imegine anybody would dispense
with that quallty (patience) in a mind so
elegant as Jacques which could not be im-
proved, tho it might be happler with less
ardency of feeling, but the morallty sensi-
Dbility and genlus which he dlscovers cep=-
tainly has great claims to our admiration.
I think him Infinitely the most valuable
poetical wrlter in the Portfolilo He
continues to vislt us as usual, L0

"He (8, Ewing) called to see us this
morning -~ the first time he has been out
for a week past, belng 111 of an intsr-
mlttent fever. He has some thoughts of
going to the springs. The girls will
find him an sgreeable sensible companion,
as they are both great favorites, He 1s
you know an eccentrlc character, rather
romantic, but at times very entertalning,
particularly when he meets with women of
good understanding..and his writings prove
him a man of genius,”

A Ny

But no man could compensate for Marla in her

1ife., When sadness and melancholy welgh&d.on

W,

Rebeccals heart, as 1t so frequently d%@wwggr ”mwwﬂ

thoughts would turn to Marla,

"When my splrite are uncommonly depressed,
I fly to my desk, and in reading over the
effusions of Marials friendship forget the
sorrows that press on my mind. All yester-
day afterncon wag sgpent in that way. 1
was readlng Johnson's Lives of the Poets
but not feeling Interested recollected
that my letters wanted arranglng, so out
they all came, In looking for dates I
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could not refold them unread and thus
when evening came I was obliged to
leave them 1n greater confusion than
befcre, But no matter, I shall cheat
another gloomy day by putting them in
order, and I forsee that I shall have
many before the summer 1s gone,

"You will ask, what i1s the matter now?
Really Maris I cannot tell, but I
believe 1t 1s the fault of my disposiw-
tion if nothing occurs to give me
elther joy or sorrow, I must create 1t
for myself and my mind ls not fitted
for the former -~ that I must receive
from you, and indeed my whole soul
partakes of all that you experience,

118
And then late in the summeyr of 1802, at ﬁhe
time when the yellow fever epldemlc had reached
Philadelphia and filled the clty with turmoll,
the shock came, The famlily was making preparo-
tlons to move, even though the disease had not
yet reached thelr sectlion of the city. The
brothers were to remaln behlnd because of their
concern with buslness, but they insisted that

everyone else in the family leave and move to the

country.19 In the midst of thils excltement and
worry came the sudden report that Marla was plan~
ning to marry. Rebecca knew that she had been a

guest at the Hoffman home 1in New Jersey, but never

did the thought enter her mind that Maris and
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Josiah Ogden Hoffman, the prominent New York jurist,
could possibly marry, Her first reaction was one

of contempt; All the years of thelr intimacy were
suddenly broken, and almost reflexively she felt
lost and alone., The crutch she hdd leaned on was
gone and promised'to another. In a moment of
torment she poured out her utter dlsappointment

in a way that was shocking even to herself, when
she paused Uto reflect a few hours after dlspatching
a letter to Maria, BShe reallzed the horror of

her mistake and rushed to her desk a second time,
Maria would have so many problems, marrying a |
widower with children., AT a moment Iln time, when
she had been filled with the first flush of joy

- at the realizatlion of the long-awalted prospect

of marriage, her dearest friend, Rebecca, wilth whom
she had shared every experlence, was not pleased,
and had no word of congratulatlons to offer., But
the flrst letter Rebecca wrote reflected h@r true
feelings; the second was & somewhalt pathetlc rationall-

zation of them,

"Do you not despise me, my Maria, for the
selflsh, ungrateful letter I wrote you on
Wednesday? When in the confidence of arw
dent frlendship you communicated your




happiness, to one whose heart you thought
80 tenderly interested, to recelve such an
answer where congratulations. and a sisterly
participation In all your feelings were
alone due,

"My friend, my Meria, forgive me, this is
not the first time the impetuosity of my
nature hag given you pain, but never before
dld my heart reproach me with lngratitude to
its best friend. The emotlon was involun=~
tary and aroge from the excess of my affec~
tion - but it was unworthy and did not live
an hour., Before the letter reached you I
was punished for my crime, and your mild
amiable answer where I merited severe rew
proof, has made a deep impresslon,

"God bless thee Maria! Mayst thou be truly
happy and thy H., prove all thy soul could
deslre 1n this world, Indeed I feel assured
of his worth and am most happy in the prospect
of your fellcity. I will love him; he shall
be my Brother, the husband of Maria wlll be
dear to the heart of her Becky. But have a
care my dear Girl, you say you have shown

him some of my letters ~ that mgy be a Jjust
way of introducing me to him for there has
never been any disgulise in my communlcations
to you ~ every sentlment or oplnion asg it
occurred to my mind has been thrown on your
mercy., It was a pleasure ever to be corrected
by you, but to a stranger, a man of sense,
taste and experience, how many follles and
inconsistancies and errors must be consplcuous
which partiality has rendered you blind to,.
However, take your own way; make him esteem
me, 1f you can, for you have already galned
him a large share of mine.,.There 1s no
danger that Mr., H's children will be any
lmpediment to your happlness., I have heard
Aunt speak of them as well instructed and
amlable - your own heart will teach you how

to conduct yourself toward them, and when

did its dictates ever err? Gain an Interest
in the hearts of the children - and they will'
be charming companions for you, you will be
like an elder sister to them gnd your H, wlll
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love you more, for every mark of kindness
bestowed on them...I am a foollsh girl and
guch a contradictlon never was in humen
nature -~ my heart palpltates as violently
as yours will tomorrow evening - I feel
happy -~ not melancholy - one moment in
humble gratitude glve thanks to God for
the accompllshment of my fervent wilish and
the next dissolve 1in tears and sigh out
Marials name,..God Bless you my love -

I would not be as severely charged by you
as I am by my own heart for the world.
Remember me affectionately to your best
friend and assure yourself of theod"“””
TIncerity of your Rebecca Gratz,'c

She was hurt, to be sure, and hurt deeply.

Her own immature reaction to the situation hurt
her more, But she was possessed with a great
amount of resiliéncy and she determined to adjust
herself tothls new state of affalrs, this new
relatlonship that must now replace the old, She
was wouhded again when Maria married without in-
forming her of the date, completely forgetting the
pledge they had made as youngsters and renewed in ;
subsequent years--to be bridesmaids at each otherts

weddings.,

"How could you ask if I was offended at
your not keeplng your promise, to have
been present at that period would have
been perhaps too great happiness., It
: was enough to know that you were really
1 in possession of all you wishede .. In
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June the period seemed too dlstant that a
renewal of that promlse was exacted be
cause 1t appeared the only occaslon that
could again bring me to New York perhaps
the filrst that would give me the pleasure
of embracing my frlend. But with whatever
motive the promise was made certalin it is
when 1t was broken the only thing I thought
of was your happiness, and until you put

me in mind of 1t, I forgot that I ought to
be hurt -~ but now that you are prepared for
a few alrs ~- pray what is the reason you
did not even let me know the day or month
or year you intended to disappoint me,"eL

She hoped somehow thelr correspondence might
continue wlth the same fervor but she saw Marla
becoming lnvolved 1n the affalrs of married life,
the letters appearing with less frequency, and
when Marie complains of "being lazy', Rebecca
writes assuring her of her continued affection:
"our attachment is formed of principles too solid
to be destroyed by circumstances., It ls a panrt
of my nature to love you, nor could I divest my~
sellf of my affectlon for you any more than I could
for my sister, It was not girllsh vanity that
sought gratifilecation by continual intercourse, but
a tender interest that ls equally strong btowards
Maria Hoffman as it was to Maria Fenno,"e@

But something was gone from her 1ife which
could never be replaced., Not that her [riendshilp

for Maria ever passed away. On the contrary 1t
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lasted as long, as Maris lived, reflecting itself
in Rebecca's constant concern for her and her
cbildren.eﬁ When Meria was making plans for the
educatlon of her step-daughter, Matilda, it was
Rebecca who recommended Mrs, Greland!s school in
Philadelphia, and when Matilda became a student
there, Rebecca and her brothers would visit her
three tlimes a week, makling periodle reports to her
" mother about her progress and her 1'.169&1,1‘511.21‘L It
was through Marilia and Judge Hoffman that Rebecca
became friendly with Washington Irving who later
became a regular guest in the Gratz home.

But there was a certaln amount of bitterness
in Rebecca's heart, Even Samuel Ewing, whom she
had pralsed so highly before, irritated her, as
she confides to Eliza Fenno.

""me poelt spent last evening with us, but

was 8o lost in his own medltations that we

derived no benefit and little pleasure from
his soclety -~ the only sentence he artlcu-

lated with energy was 'Fliza Fenno 18 a

charming Glrl!. We walked and 1t was our

111 fortune to be companlons - I thought of

the delightful walk we took together at Troy

and recollected your deserved pralse of your

inestimable Brother by which time we got to _
the end of ours bto my no small satisfaction.”25

She wrote to Elilza more frequently now and as




;26”

- weeks passed her letters became filled with a

lighter touch and strong dash of charm.

"Is 1t possible Eliza you could ever dream
that you came to Philadelphia and were not
welcomed In the open arms of friendship?...
This seems the age of dreams. An old Dutch-
man in Germantown dreamt last summer that
there would be an earthquake that would
swallow Phlladelphia and its vicinity for
thirteen miles around. On the day preceding
the one appointed for this destruction the
good people, thus warned of their danger,
fled many miles beyond the fated bounds

and walted there tilll finding thelr houses
still stood firm on their foundations they
began to suspect that monstrous dream was
not prophetic.

"Thus too an apothecary for three successive
nights dreamed that a ticket in the Lottery
drew a high price and on repalring to the
office to purchase thls fortunate number
found 1t bélonged to my Brother, and the
whole town assures him he 1s to have the
price with as guch certainty as tho 1t were
already his."2 ,

Yes, she could talk of dreams, for she knew
them well. But August, 1802, the month in which
Marlia Fenno married, was not a dream; 1t was the
end of an era 1n the 1life of Rebecca Gratz. The
plcture fades, becomes blurred, then comeg into
focus agaln. K new Rebecca emerges. It is the

beginning of a new era.




CHAPTER II

"If we can teach the heart of the children
.to seek God, there is no doubt that theilr
lives will be improved."
Rebecca Gratz to Miriam Moses,
’ May 20, 1838

% % %

Philadelphia bristled with old-wives' tales
and old mens' legends. The past seemed to linger
there longer than anywhere else, in splte of recent
enterprise. But thefe was also a good sprinklihg of
new ldeasg; 1t was the least provincial spot in
America. Yet, strangely enough, 1t stood énd watched,
openanuthed,_the agcendency of New York. It was not
a perlod of decay; 1t was Just one of inanition. A
young woman llke Rebecca Gratz could still find much
to bﬁsy her days, and she learned, without knowing
1t, that productive work is a good solution to many
of the problems of young people.

At £¥rst blush, one might think the Gratz family

to he a completely assimilated one. They moved freely

in gentile soclety, counting soldiers, statesmen and
writers among thelr intimate friends, all of them
familiar figures in thelr home. The Philadelphla Jewilsh
community was small, perhaps no more than 500 in number

at the turn of the century. But the Jews of Philadelphla
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in addition to suffering along with the rest of the
natlion had also profited during the Revolutlonary War.
Gershom Mendes Selxas had taken refuge in thelr city
and had become rabbl of the congregation which was
officially to be called Mikveh Israel in 1782. Under
such leadership the Jewlish communlity prospered, 8o
that wlth all their non-Jewlsh affiliations, relligilon
came to play a dominant role 1n the Gratz household.

A glance at the minute books of Mlkveh Israel indicates
quite clearly how actlve the Gratz's were in the con-
gregation. Michael, Rebecca's father,‘was an elector,
one of the trustees, serving on the board under the
leadershlp of Jonas Phlllips, and his home reflected
his ardent attachment to hls falth. It was a gtrictly
observant home and at an early age, by the force of
environment alone, a love and an attachment for Judalsm
developed 1n the heart of Rebecca Gratz. There were
twin factors which served to shape her life and the
formation of her character -- a love for her well-knit
famlly, and a devotion to her falth. With these two
she could withsténd any burden, sorrow or disappolnt-
ment. It was the recognition of these values that
marked the beginning of a new era in her life.

She and therest of the members of the famlily had

found thelr friends among Jews and gentliles alike.
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When her mother died in the fall of 1808, it was their
Christlian nelghbor, Mrs. Georgé Meredith, who had
written the most touching note of all in expressing her

gsympathy. It had come 1in poetic form:

"Forbear my friends, nor longer grieve in vain
Nor wish thy salnted parent here again.

Her scene of life and tumult, now 1ls o'er

Her gplrlt feels no pain or sorrow more.
Removed from earth to endless Jjoy above

In realms of light, where saints and angels move.
Her spotless soul with confidence could rise
To meet 1ts just rewards mid kindred sklesg'
And burst the fetters of this mortal clay

To share the glorlies of eternal day!

Then cease my friends, nor longer dare replne -
The pow'r which wakes thy sorrow 1s divine!
Oh! imitate the Saint you now deplore

That thus prepares afflictions keenest

To heal the mind and purify the heart.

Nor doubt that, still, on this life's stormy sea
His graclous eye protects and watches thee.
Nor think, because of thy best guide bereft
Thow hast no Joy, nor hope, nor comfort left.
If to the "pure of heart" all bliss 1s given
Thy lot my friends, 1ls surely fixed in heav'n
Then cease to mourn, thy selfilsh grief 1s valn
It can't reanimate the dead again.

Thy Mother rests from earthly trouble free

Her happy spirit still may cling to thee!l

May wish thee blessings from her hlgh above
And mediate 'twlxt her children and their God!l
Then cheer and like thy pious parent be

In duty steadfast and from murmuring free,
Walt the dread mandate of death's awful o%ll
That will in better Worlds unite us all."

There were frequent stresses and strains in these
congenlal attachments. Whille friendshlps could be formed
with non-Jews, Rebecca learned how disastrous to family

ties intermarrlage could be. Her Aunt Shinah, daughter
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of Joseph Simon of Lancaster, had married Nicholas
Schuyler, and in so doing had been disowned by her
father. 1t was only during her father's deathly
illness that this prodigal daughter could refturn to
the family circle.

Rebecea's oldest brother Simon, her sisters
Fanny, Richea, and later Rachel, had marrled into
prominent Jewlish famllies of thelir day. But her
younger brother, Benjamin, to whom she congidered
herself a mother, especlally after the death of their
father in 1811, was persuaded by his brothers to
handle the family business interests in the west. He
left Philadelphla in 1818 and eventually settled in
Lexington,'Kentucky. There he fell 1in love with Maria
Gist whosge stepwfather; Charles Scott, was governor
of the state. The problem of Intermarriage was not
one to give young Ben Gratz much concern. He contended
wlth the many sultors for Maria Gist's hand and won
out over them all. Maria was known to Rebecca and the
rest of the family through a visit she paid to Phila-
delphia a few years before, and while Rebecca had
found her to be charming, "a girl of good sense" and

cultivated mind,2 the annéuncement of her marriage to

Ben disturbed her.  She had an inherent prejudlce against

such marriages, as she confided to Maria Fenno Hoffman:
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"I do not know whether you, my dearest friend,
can comprehend my feelings on this subject -~
yet you know my opinlions and have wiltnessed
thelr influence on my conduct thro' life. I
hope mine is not a narrow creed. My most
cherighed friends and the companions of my
cholce have generally been worshippers of a
different falth from mine--and I have not
loved them less on that account. Bubt in a
family connection I have always thought con-
formity of religious opinions essentlal, and
- therefore could not approve my brotherfs
electlon. In other respects Miss Gist is a
woman any famlly might be proud to recelve.
And as they have resolved to blend their
fate I most sincerely hope they may find
the means to worship God falthfully and with-
out offense to each other."3

But knowing the virtues of her sister-in-law
and forced by her brother's declision to acknowledge
them, she accepted this new Maria with a little un-
certalnty, but she accepted her nonetheless. BShe
set out immedlately to make her a part of the family.
It was 1in her letters to her brother's wife that she
was able to give full vent to her religious feelings.
It was as much Maria's intelligence as her non-
Jewlshness that provoked her to deal with these topilcs.
Whatever strain she may have felt at the beginning of
thelr relationshilp was qulckly dispelled once they came
to know each other well.

This she accomplished by interesting herself in
every aspect of Marla's life. Her advice to the young

. married couple was always sound, ever sought for and
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appreciated. 'It was as though she drew from the well-
springs of personal experience. But such was surely
not the case. Almost ten years before she had already
resigned herself to spinsterhood, upbralding her
bachelor brothers, Hyman, Joseph and Jacob '"for thelr

' and expressing a well-

continulng bachelor state,'
founded fear that they would grow old togethem4 Never-
theless, she could give sage informétion to Maria in
such mundane matters as the weaning of their son. She

writes:

"My dear Ben says in one of hls letters that
you are not well. Have you weaned your son?
Perhaps nursing does not agree with you. Such
a healthy boy with a mouthful of teeth does
not requlre more than one year's dependence on
milk, and your constitution cannot spare too
much. I hope, therefore, that you will not
pursue the Kentuecky fashion of suckling chil-
dren untlil they are named and walting untill
the you%g fellow ls able to elaim hls own
title.™:

But 1t was in the matter of religious difference
that Marla's Intelligence and lntellectual curiosity
prompted Rebecca to search through her own inmost
feelings. In doing 8o she revealed in her letters a
broad tolerance, more than tolerance, a respect Tor
those of different religious falth. Moreover, she gave
vent to her love of Judaism and to her deep attachment

to the ancestral falth.
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"I do not know, my dear Silster, whether we are
ever Justified in thinking:''Tt would have been
better for us that we had not. been born' =~-for

we were created by a merciful and benevolent
being and the gift of life 18 certainly a blessing,
since it 18 improvable by the exerclse of faculties
so wonderful and productive of happiness, and yet
g0 limlited as to have usg dependent on God for

the perfecting of all our works. And as far as
we can comprehend His goodness, we must belleve
the desires to do His will to the best of our
knowledge and abillties are acceptable. We are
told all may approach God who have 'clean hands
and a pure heart,' and tho' men differ so naturally
on various points of religlous belief and keep wup
such a perpetual warfare in flegsh and in spilrit,
we see dally the manifestation of divine love and
care extended equally over all the creation.

Man in every clime and natlon acknowledge God the
creator, and the gincerlty of heart in which they
strive to honor him is more in his sight than the
forms by which thelr devotion is visible. Yet,
my sister, I do not hold lightly the laws and
ceremonies of external religlon and feel bound

by the Mosailcal dispensatlon as the gulde of my
life. While I respect the opinions of other
creeds and believe the gates of heaven equally
open to all who are good, your religlous labours
and opiniong command my admiration and respect.
May God enlighten you to pick out a path per-
fectly satisfactory to your own pure heart in
which to lead your children safely to the foot
of His throne. I am sure you will keep Hisg attri-
butes constantly before their eyes, and with
light from above you may avolid the errors and
difficulties in which you deem the anclent laws
encumbered. I agree wlth you in desiring to be
of that failth which 1s purest and best, only I
belleve the Jewish falth as pure as human insti-
tutlong can be made and, its character beilng of
divine origin, I gilve it firm and perfect bellef,
yet conslder 1ts adoption too inconvenient to be

- fitted for the present times. And were 1t not for

the miracle that it has out lived all other remains
of the olden times, we might belleve what Jesus
sald: that he came to fulfill and not destroy i1t
and that 1t was not intended by the Almighty to be
perpetual. As 1t stands, 1t is an evidence to all
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men, and those who even despise 1t acknowledge

it a wonder past finding out, that Jews should

8till exist, oppressed and hated, yet upheld

and found among all people and languages upon

the face of the earth, everywhere worshipping

in the Hegrew and practicing thelr pecullar

tenents."

She could say "Amen" to Tom Paine's statement of
falth: "I believe in one God, and no more; and I hope
for happihess beyond this life. I belleve in the
equality of man; and I belleve that religious duties
conslst in dolng Jjustice, loving mercy, and endeavoring
to make our fellow creatures happy.” But she would
" most strenuously object to the continuation of his
remarks: "I do not belleve in the creed professed by
the Jewish church, by the Roman church, by the Greek
church, by the Turkish church, by the Protestant church,
nor by any church that I know of. My mind is my own
church. Alllnational institutions of churches, whether

Jewish, Christian, or Turkish, appear to me no other than

human invention, set up to terrify and enslave mankind, j

“and monopolize power and profit."'

¢ Her tolerance did not spring from the deisgts' faith. Q

She wasg an ardent Jewess, firgt and foremost, recognl-

zing all the difficulties accompanylng that choice, but i
firm in her own faith. It was this failth that covered '

her with humlility and made her sensitive to the zealousness
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of others quite unlike hergelf. As she explalned to

Mariaz:

"It 1s not to me, my dear Sister, you need
Justify your creed. I feel too humble on

the subject of religion to Judge others. Nor
can I ever =--- the views or feellngs of those
zealous persons whose plety lead them into
uncharitableness of the oplnions of others.

If God permlts various modes of worship, why
should weak mortals contend? And i1f He did
not accept offerings from various ---, surely
He has means of reJecting them, and would not
need the ald of hls creatures to do Him right.
I love, wlth all thelr inconveniences, the
laws of my forefathers, and as they embrace
all that 1s good and holy in religlion, have
no wish but to fulfil fthem with a firm and
perfect faith, and to keep them in my heart.
But my zeal has never --- to wlsh one convert,
and wherever I meet with a fellow creature
whose love and fear of God 18 the --- of thelr
life, I recelve them ag brethren and believe
thelr doctrine l1ls a --- God as 1ls that of
Moses and the prophets"

"... and I trust, my dear Sister, when we have
passed our lives in love and affectlon toward
each other, good-will and charitableness to

all men, that we shall be reunited in a better
world, there to perfect the good gifts of which
we have a foretaste here. And as Job sald:
'Shall we recelve good from the hand of God and
not receilve evil also?'! endeavor to fortify my
mind to bear the evils which are dealt out to
me, and acknowledge the portion of ggod which
has blessed or shall bless my life."

Rebecca entertained no 1llusions about converting
her sister-in-law to Judaism. According to her reasoning,

every human belng could have wlthin him the power of

approaching the idea of God, end she said: "I cannot
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imagine what motive one human being can have in striving
to set the fashion of another's wofship when they know
the same great and almighty God 1s the object of adora-
tion."9

Nonetheless, her letters to Maria served an educa-
tional purpose. If Marla was not a Jewess she must
nevertheless know what Judalsm 1s. Consequently, she
was to recelve greetings for the New Year in January and
also 1n September or October, depending on the fluectuations
of the Jewish calendar. Maria soon understood that
Sunday was the day on which the letters 6f her slster-
In-law were written; Friday was the day when the Phila-
delphla home was set 1n order; and Saturday was devoted
to complete rest, except for a walk to and from the
gynagogue in the morning. The names of the festivals and
Holydays soon became famlliar to her eye and, 1f the cor-
respondence was a week late 1n coming, she could filrst
agsume and later know in advance what Jewish Holyday had
interfered. |

"Your letter should not have been unanswered a

whole week, my dear Maria, 1f it had not been

the one preceding Passover when every house-

keeper throughout the tribes of Israel are

briefly employed 1n preparation for this national

fegtlval. Not that we are so much pressed for

time as our ancestors were when they were driven
oub wikth their kneading troughs on thelr shoulders,
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but as we put away not only the leaven but all
utenslls that have leaven 1n them, there is a
great shuffling and moving and bustle in the
kitchen department, which active housekeepers

and lazy servants manage to divide greatly in
favor of the latter. However, on the fourth
day of the feast I am qulte at_liberty to engage
in more agreeable occupation."!

The names of the rabbls of Mikveh Israel and the
guesﬁ preachers 1n the congregatlon became famlliar to
Maria. She was deeply concerned along with Rebecca ahd
the Jewish community when Abraham Israel Keys, who had
served Mikveh Israel from 1824 to 1828, died. He had
been the rabbl who officlated at the dedication of thelr
new synagogue in 1825 and Rebecca had describéd the
entire ceremony to Maria in minute detail.ll Now she
wrote: "the sudden and unexpected death of Mr. Keys cast
a gloom over the whole congregation...he has left a
large family and they are strangers in the land. But he
was much beloved and éveryone is anxious to evince thelr
respecet by attentlong to his widqw. They have given
her substantlal proofs of it by voting her a year's
.salary of $1000."1%

In 1829 "o, beérdless youth," Isaac Leeser by name,
came up from Richmond, Virginia at age twenty-three,
applied for the vacant post at Mikveh Israel, and was
accepted. When Marla inquired several months later

about his progress in the communlty, Rebecca was somewhat




hesitant but, notwlthstanding, she replied to the inquiry:

"You have been so kind as to inguire about our
young Rabbl and I would rather have postponed
the subject a little longer. But as everybody
have thelr troubles, I may as well tell you his.
Before he came to Philadelphia he had written
some essays 1ln "defense of the Jews and Mosailc
Law," which gained him some reputation among a
gmall circle of friends. It was hls first at-
tempt at authorship and he fell 1n love with
his work, has enlarged, lmproved, changed and

~-~ on 1t untll it hag almost become a volume
which he greatly deslres to see in print. I
have read it, and though 1t glves me a good.
oplnion of hils talents, have advliged him not
to publish. But some other friends have en-
couraged him...

"Before he had got through the first diffi-
cultles of his new natlion he has taken too
much upon himself and does not seem to get
along as happlly as 1f he had reserved his
whole strength and attention to the duties
of the reading desk. But youth is apt to

be proved. Experilence wlll act in checking
or rather directing hilis enthusiasm to proper
channels... .

"He is certalnly a very plous and worthy man
and takes very hard the latitude allowed in
matters of religion in this enlightened age.
Fortunately, he ls a beardless youth. Did he |
wear the chin of a rabbl he would be sooffed |
at by his own congregation."l3 '

The young man was to make hlisg mark on the American
Jewish community, but he never quite lost his iImpudence.
The Gratz's remained his staunchest admlrers and supporters.
The liberalilsm of Rebeccé's spiritual feelinés and

religlious ideology, although based in Judalsm, found its
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counterpart ln the progressive Christlan thinking
of her time. The Unitarians, under the leadership
of William Ellery Channing, were expressing similér
ldeas. Thelr conflict with the narrow, restricted
Calvinlist doctrine led to the crystalization of
theilr own thinking. With Channing, derided as he
was, as thelr spokesmén, they proclaimed that human
nature 1s essentilially good, (not as the Calvinists
would have 1t) that all men are children of God,
and that all men are brothers. They also belleved
in the possibility of unlimited progress, both
for the 1lndlvidual and for soclety and held, along
with this American Jewess, Rebecca Gratz, that
character alone determines a man's salvatiom‘l4
Rebecca became acqualnted with Dr. Channing
through her good friend, William Henry Furness, the
Unltarian minister who had come to Philladelphia in

1824 and had contributed so much to the growth of

the new movement in that city.

"Mr. Furness sent to inform us that Dr.
Channing would preach in hls church this
morning, and tho'! I do not expect to hear
anyone I like so well as I do himself, we
have determined to go listen to this apostle
of the new creed. I had once the 1lmpudence

to tell him: the nearer the Christian doc-
trine approached the tenets of the old
revelatlion, the more perfect 1t must become...
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I have never heard a more interfsting,
powerful , energetic discourse."lb

"Did I tell you how delighted I was with
a lecture he delilvered 'On the Present
Age', and how flattered by a long viglt
he paid me which he sald he wished to
repeat, that we mlght pursue further the
subject of our conversation, 'Judalsm and
Christlanity', and how afraid I was to
encounter this great luminary in a set
argument, and yet that I was not afraid
his mighty genius could dim the truth
that shines with so steady a light over
our holy laws and my strong conviction
of 1ts perfect and full completeness?"10

For Rebecca, the apotheosls of religlion was to be
found in the adoratlon of goodness. Within her,
and wlthin the spirit of Judalsm as she understood
it, there was a greater demand to love God than
to fear Him. Life was God's glft to the universe
and within that universe His benign splrlt was
constantly revealed -- not the God of Wrath but
the Loving Father. In such a faith she could £ind
the support to‘withstand any trlal. When she
‘sought to comfort Maria over the death of her young
son, these same thoughts were expressed:

"I hope this mild weather will continue that

your little ones may be safely brought thro!
the Jjourney and that the various tints of

beautious autumn may bring brighter and lighter

spirits to your sorrowlng heart. This 1s Just
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the season in which nature speaks most
"soothingly to the sad, most soberly to

the gay and most convinecingly to the un-
satisfied. Everythlng visible ls under-
going a change. The falling leaf finds
its bed in the dust. The:vivifying saps
retire and leave the branches dry and
withering. Yet 1life is not decayed but
walting the Eternal word to bloom again
and shew hls glory to the new born year.
! . Are not these wltnesses of His greatness
o sufficient to convince us that brighter

‘ scenes are reserved for His more perfect

work, that the lovely the lnnocent and
the good become when this fleeting life

o 18 over, minlstering splrlts In a higher

| aphere? Is not the --- indulgence which
never guits our hearts or loses the
identity of our beloved departed a proof
that the connectlon ls only suspended and
v will again be perfect and united. This,

L Dearest, is my feeling and my thought, and
| thls peoples my solitude with the companions
g of my early love and reverence and gives

| : me congolatlon under every dispensatlon
|

of the Almighty will, makes me submlt to
; His trials and adore His glfts. For the
| affection we bear to our frilends who are
' © virtuous are those that will renew and

enhance our heavenly Joys. Be comforted
j my sister. The blessings that are yet
: ’ blooming around you are sufficlent. That
| ‘ which He has taken away will be restored
to you. Let the confidence of King David
congole you - 'He wlll not come bhack to
me, but I shall go to Him.'" 17

|

The same feelings are evidenced in a letter
to hef brother Ben, when months followlng Maria's

death in 1841 he still mourns for her.
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"...but no day has passed -without my
thinking of you and praying that your
mind may be restored to that composure
which arises from reflection when the
first polgnancy of grief has passed
away. And to no one can reflection come
with more healing power, for in every
perlod of your life you have been making |
happlness for those around you, and in . |
fulfilling those sweet offices have laid

up stores of consolation which can never
fail. We know too feelingly by oft re-
peated experience how soon our brightest
hopes may be blighted. But, dear brother,
nothing can take from us the Joy of knowlng
we have fulfilled our duty and that those
we loved best accepted and approved of our
offerings. With this convlection the smlle
of heaven wlll shine on the path before
you, and the love of your dear sons reward
your care and anxiety for them."l

To her nlece, Miriam Moses Cohen, who had married
Solomon Cohen and had moved to South Carolina in 1836,
she gave a much more intlmate glimpse of attitudes
which could be clagsified as specifically Jewish.l9
It was not} a8 we might expeot,-that her liberal
feelings extended to the Jewish group 1tself. Within
her own life she understood what a strong hold tra-
ditional Judaism had upon her. Recognizing the
difficulties lnvolved in maintaining the anclent prac-
tices she nonetheless belleved them essentlal for the
preservation of Judaism in America. With reference
to her Christian friends and neighbors her words

breathed a true liberal spirit, but within the confines




43

of Judalsm rigid orthodoxy could alone be acceptable.
Her own falth was certainly unshakeable and in her
own way she had been able to make a healthy adjust-

ment to her Jewlshness. She could meet the invectilves

or the pralses of the non-Jew without throwing herself

on the defense. Her broad assoclation in the gentlle
communlty forced her to face "temptation" time and

again, but she could not be méved. She femain@d,

by the very nature of her exlstence, a constant

11ving symbol of Judalsm.

"T was the other day at Mrs. T. Blddle's
and some of the ladles present began
talking about a popular preacher. They
were discussing some sectarian questions
when I approached and bld adleu, and Mrs.
B. 1in the warmth of kind feelling towards
me said, taking my hand very affectiona-
tely, that she wished I were a Christian.
I thanked her because I saw she meant

me well but told her I was so satisfiled
with my own faith that I gould not
sympathize in her wilsh."20

At times the fixed nature of her religious ob~
servance became a source for penetrating humor.

While visiting an excluslive summer resort, she wrote:

"Mr. Harrison offered me fried oysters,
then begged my pardon and sald: 'My memory
is bad.' 'Mine is better,' sald I. The
fish is 8o good here that 1 have no temp-
tatlons to forget 1t is _the only thing on
the table to be eaten."2l
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In spite of her own fastidiousness she was
quite'concern@d about the laxity in Jewlish ob-
' servance in the American Jewlsh community. Perhaps
because of the experlence in her own family, she
was especially sensitive about the tendency toward
intermarriage among the Jews. In thls she saw a
great danger for the future of American Jewry. 1t
was the "apostasy" of some of the best Jewilsh fami-~
lies in Ameﬂica, like the Mordecal's, she found

exceedlingly diéturbing:

"We everyday see the necessity of paying
more attention to religlous duties 1f we
would not lose the dignity and power of
our national character. The apostasy of
some of the Mordecal famlly 1s a scandal
to thelr father's memory and an injury

to theilr own characters. Laura 1s engaged
to a Christian. Maria Myers, too, we hear
Is In the same predlicament. I always feel
sorry for such sacriflces, sacrifices on
both sides, for in so important a subject
those who are unlted for time and eternity
ought to agree. If they become parents
thelr responsgibilitlies are stlll greater,
for others are lnvolved, and the strongest
as well as the sweetest tles of nature
call for a uniform and sufficlent help to
traln up thelr tender offspring 1in the way
they should go."22

"I am sure you and Mr. Cohen will be greatly
mortifled by the conduét of the Myers and
fate of Charlotte. Her marriage appears to
me the most unprincipled and foolish affalr
I have ever known and I can scarcely reallze
how persons who have passed so far through
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life respectably could sacrifice their
gharacters and the solemn obligations of
religion as they have done."23

'Y

Wheﬁ Julia Mordecai began her Journey to Phila-
delphlia on the second day of'PaBsover, Rebecca gave
vent to her dilsapproval of this flagrant violation

of "ancestral customs."

"Julia Mordecai 1s at the Arsenal wlth Sara...
I should have been better prepared to like
her had she come at any other time but during
Pagsover. &he left home on the second day
and arrlved on the fourth. Mr. Mordecal has
wrltten and spoken so much on the subject

of religion and the observance of 'Ances-
tral Customs'! that we'might certainly

expect hils own children born and educated
under hils own roof would so far respect his
Instructlion and the oplnions he has glven

to the world as to abstain from a flagrant
violation of them."

"...coming into a community and family where
such a breach ls looked upon as censurable

hasg altogether placed her in a disadvan-
tageous light. Talents and learning and
accomplishments are most deslrable possesslions
and, as Shakespeare says: 'where virtue is,
these are most virtuous,' but they can never
supply the place of more Ilmportant qualities,
and I have more respect for those who

knowing less perform their duties well."24

There was snother danger. The spirit of reform
was belng felt in American Judalsm. It had already
expressed 1tself in Charleston in 1824, in a some-

what 1ll-fated venture. Rebecca shared with other

Orthodox Jews the feeling that innovations were
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destructive to Jud&ism. When she learned that Gustav
Pozhanski, minister of Congrégation Beth Elohim in '
Charleston, had suggesﬁed an organ as part of the

new synagogue, and that the majority of the congre-
g@tmon had sustalned him in thjs-and other reforms,
she was aroused. The very thought of any reform
wlthin Judalsm was abhorrent to her. In addition she
knew that the movement created dissenslon among the
Jews and for her, bonds of brotherly love and friend-.
ship were a "harmony far more acceptable to dod

than stringed instruments and psalmody and all

other appliances to worship."2> And so she wrote:

"I have not seen the paper you sent contalning
an account of the Charleston Congregation but
have heard some passages quoted that are cer-
tainly unorthodox. 'Thls 1s our temple, this
our e¢lty this our Palestine.' “TIs it possible
8 Jew can write or speak so? Then where is
the truth of prophesy? Where the fulfillment
of promlses? What is the hope of Israel? Of
what does the scattered people bear witness?
Alas we may hang our harps on the wlllow and
weap for the splritual destruction of Jerusalem
when her own children are content to sing the
songs of Zion in a strange land and deny the
words of God so often repeated by the prophets.
I am afraid the good people of Charleston are
paying too much for theilr organ and allow more
important objects to be sacrificed. Certainly
the greatest enemies of the Jews never have
denied their claims on thelr country inheri-
ted from thelr fathers, or doubted they would
be restored to it in a time God shall appolnt.
How then can the Charleston congregation sell
thelr blrthright for a mess of pottage? But
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I beg your pardon, as I sald before, I speak
from heargay and would. faln hope watchmen

at thelr posts, scattered among the people
wlll warn them when they are in danger of
falling into error by the spirit of innovation
whilch hag been the vice of ages among other
religlous denominations."@

But her attitude toward Amerilcan Judalsm and
American Jewry was not completeiy negative. Although
anxious for its future and fearful of the destructive
factors of disunlty and laxity, there were times
when the progressive splrit of America 1ltself, added
to the knowledge that she lived in an.age of in-
creasing enlightenment, prompted her to be much more
optimlstic. At the time of the Damascus Affair
thege impressions wefe brought Into relief., She

felt herself to be in a new era of Jewlsh history.

When the Jews of the world aroused themselves in de-
fense of thelr martyred brethren in Turkish territory,
there was a glow of pride in her heart. This was more
than just a cold historical fact for her. It seemed
to bring into focus the_entire era in which she was
living and, for one brief moment, she seemed to under-
stand the reformers, the innovations being made, the
latent advantages in such movements. The 1ingight

was ephemeral , nothing more.
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"Israel is sti1ll happy in the patriotism

of her sonsg and most happy in the interest which
all other nations accord to her in repelling

the oppresslon exercilsed by the heathens of
Damagcus. We have received accounts of meetlngs
in Charleston and Clncinnati of a secular
character and think the Jews have everywhere
shewn that they feel and wlll act as becomes

the Chosen People. This 1s quite a new era

in our hlstory and we should look well to
lmprove the opportunlties which the signs

of the times evidently point out. We shall

not let our brethren suffer and bleed in vain,
but return in splrit and in truth to the God

who has so often accepted the repentent sinners
of Israel and plead their cause.

"T know your heart was lnterested in the

thrilling scene that engages all our sympathy
and that your voice was ralsed in behalf of
the oppressed and wronged captives of our
unhappy race. Every expression of such
feeling 1s a grateful offering to the suf-
ferers heart and wlll, when they reach the
prisoner's ear, prove a balm of Gilead to

his wounded spirit and enable him to endure
more patiently his bondage and affliction.

"It appears by late arrivals that Sir Moses
Monteflore has not obtained hig migsion from
the Pasha, that tho' he acceded to the request
of 8ir M. for an investigation into the affailr,
he has not put him in possession of authority
to pursue 1t, and that being satlisfied wlith the
punlshment already infllcted, he will cease
from further barbarities. But Jjustice and
protection from future --- are not likely to

be obtalned.

"I think with you that this 1g a remarkable
era in Jewlsh history, and much depends on
themselves, whether 1t be for good or evil.
The whole clvilized world are Interested in
thelr cause, except France, and these too
have many friends 1f they are wise and failth-
ful to themselveg. If they lay the law of
Moges to thelr hearts; if they listen to his
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affectionate and earnest pleadings and
chooge 'life and the good,! who knows,
but God will return unto them and hasten
the time of redemption.

...There certalnly seems to be a splrit

of inquiry abroad and around us. Refor-
mations are talked about and some 1lnno-
vations made In different communitilies in
England and Amerlca. Whether these be
sanctloned by the Orthodox or not, they
awaken a spirit of 1lngqulry and eliclt
knowledge, bring many who were indlfferent
observersg into the field of controversy
and perhaps those who study o0ld records

to strengthen thelr own oplnlon may find
mines of wisdom of which they had no
previous ldea, and we shall see modern
Sauls among the prophets who are as llttle
suspected of insgération ag was the filrst
king of Israel.”

Rebecca searched for kindred spirlts, people
like herself who were possessed wlth a love for
Judaism and for its advancement. To these she
would attach herself, as when she became acquainted
wlith the writings of Grace Aguilar. Miss Aguilar's
works were making:a profound impresslon 1in America
among Jews and Christians allke. Aside from the
merit of her books, Rebecca found 1t intriguing
that a woman 8o young could be so able. Although
they had a brief correspondence together, she and
Rebecca never had the opportunity to meet, which
the latter constantly regretted. It was tThrough

Miriam Cohen, her nlece, who had a much more extenslve
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correspondence wlth Miss Aguilar, that Rebecca was
able to follow her activities and the progress of her
health, which had been feeble since Infancy.29 Isaac
Leeger was also Interested 1n Miss Agullar and some,
concerned about hls bachelor status, entertalned the
thought that she would make him an excellent wife.
Unfortunately, Grace Aguilar died in 1847, still a

young woman thirty-one years old.

"You have excited my interest about Miss
Agullar and may thank her for her message
before I recelve it. I almost regret that
I did not continue a correspondence with
her. I should have so many pretty storiles
to tell her about the impression her
writings have made among some of my
Chrigtian friends, but she no doubt .re-
celves teatimonials of approbation enough
to satlisfy her that she has chogen a
successful path of duty as a daughter of
Israel."30

"I am sorry to hear such bad accounts of
Migs Aguilar's health. How I should like
to see this interesting woman. I wish she
had some friend in this country to invite
her here. Perhaps a change of climate
might restore her. I do not know her age
but believe it does not exceed twenty-five.
I think when I first heard of her I was
told she was nineteen. Sara tells Me.
Leeser she will be hls wife 1f they ever
meet. When she first wrote to him, she
took him for a sage advanced Iln years and
from the deference she pays to age think
she 18 s8tlill very green. The next number
of the 'Cheap Jewish Library' 1s to con-
tain & story by her. Whenever you come to
the North bring her letters with you. I
sometimes wish to write to her in order to
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possess the privilege of recelving hers,
but will not burden her since I have little
to offer in return."31l

"Mr. Leeser had a letter from Miss Aguilar by
the last packet telling that she had sent
sixty coples of her new work, but they have
not yet arrived. She has been sick, which
accounts for her long silence. Her Rev'd
correspondent i1s in like conditton. Indeed

we are qulte anxious about his state of healbh.

His physlclan has recommended a trip across
the Atlantle. He think entire rest and change
of ellimate essentlal to him. But Mr. L.

fancies he cannot for some months prepare him-

self. Hls oongregagion would cheerfully
agree to the plan."32

"The last arrivals brought heavy news for us
all, my dear Mirliam, heavy news for the
literary world, most heavy for the Jewlsh
nation, in the death of Miss Aguilar which
occurred on the 16th of September at Frank-
fort at her brother's house, where you know
she went with her Mother in the summer. I
have not heard any other particulars.

"...8end some testimonilal, my dear Miriam,
worthy of the memory of Mlss Agulilar, your
friend, for the Occldent. Mr. Leeser!s
obltuaries are not remarkable for thelr
appropriateness and such a subject should
not be coarsely handled. I do lament her
more than I can express. No such an :
Israelite pen has been consecrated to the
service of religlon for ages. Her works
will 'pralse her in the gates' and_live

to enlighten generations to come."'33

"The death of Miss Agullar i1s truly a national
calamity. I realize your feelings of sorrow,
as if she had been a personal friend, for we
felt as 1f she were ldentifled with her works
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and they took possession of our minds and
hearts, ralslng them above the earth and 1ts
cares and fixed them on the way that leads to
heaven. She read the Scriptures understan-
dingly and drew inspilration from its pages.
She i1illustrated the beauties and virtues of
character and brought them so naturally out
as living examples that all your sympathies
were engaged... BEverything Miss Agullar has
written makes you love her, and it is sad to
think that her very zeal in a holy cause
shortened her stay on earth... She did more
than any writer in modern times to sanctify
her falth and every Jewlsh worshipper must
hold her memory dear."3

Rebecca's own "zeal in the holy cause” was not
limited to an inteliectual concern for Judéism. She did
not dwell on the periphera of Jewish soclety, or Judge
1t from afar. We must acknowledge the simple fact that
she was more than a crltic; she was herself an active
participant in Jewish life. 1In her early years i1t had
been the fashion for young women to engage in philan-
thropic endeavor. In 1801 she had been the secretary
of "The Female Association for the Relief of Women and
Children in Reduced Circumstances," a non-sectarian
organization whilch attempted, in a'very sedate manner,

to care for the poor and the indigent in the city of

Philadelphia.
When the Phlladelphia Orphan Asylum was established,
she was one of the charter members and was elected

secretary 1n 1819, serving for forty years in that post.35
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Her letters are filled with the sad stories of poor
families, of broken homes, and of abandoned children
‘who were ailded by this institution.36 This interest
in philanthropic work was more than Jusf an imita-
tion of the glass of fashlion. It was a loglcal
corollary of her religious convictiong. She filled
her days with multitudinous activities and her own
interest was transmlitted to others, to Marla Gratz
and to Mlriam, her nlece. In fact, the three of them
were at one time secretaries of their respective
orphan assoclations in Philadelphla, Charleston and
Lexington.37 She congtantly showered them with in-
formation and simultaneously asked for their advice:

"How does your orphan soclety come on,

slster sechetary? Pray this time send

me your report. I shall be glad to

borrow from 1t at least the ~--- of

telling my business, for I really am

tired of my own monotonous sgtyle of

begging favor and indulgence when in

fact the publie ought to thank us for

spending thelr money for them so much .

better thgn they can spend it them-
selves."3

As the Jewlish community of Phlladelphia grew
there was a corresbonding need for organized Jewlsh
charities. Rebecca was one of those responsible for

the establishment of "The Female Hebrew Benevolent




Bl

Soclety."” For forty-five years she served as honorary
secretary of that organization,39 In 1855 she was

to wltness the fruition of another aspect of her work:
the establishment of "The Jewish Foster Home."40 A

year later she wrote to Mirlam:

"The children 1n our new Foster Home are
8tlll more remarkable having now a very
happy home, under an amiable Matron they
improve in every respect. I wish you
could see and become interested in this
soclety whlch we hope will not only
shelter destitute chlldren, elther orphans
or those whose parents are unable to take
care of them, but by instruction under
them capable of getting their own living
in a more respectable way than is resorted
to by poor Jews. It has long appeared to
me the one thing needful to elevate the
character of our poor. They come 1in

great numbers from forelgn countrlies where
they are oppressed and have no prospect

of doing more than gustalning 1life and
thelr children are ill-dressed, 1ill-fed
and left to pilieck up bad habilts in the
streets, whlle they having no trade go
peddling about the country.

"Tt 1s astonlishing to see the change in
the manners, conduct and characters of
these 1little beings. They can all read
and wrilite, behave with the utmost decorum
at meals, where they repeat grace in Hebrew
and English, have all the comforts of
cleanlinegs, order and good treatment and
are taught religious and soclal duties.
With God's blessing I trust thls may be
the beglnning of a new era in the history
of Jewish charity and that in every com-
munity where there are destitute chilg{en
such provision may be made for them."¥
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She saw the value of "bringlng up a better class
of Jews among the poor, of'giving a worthy object and
alm of life, making honesty and indugtry more desir-
able and honorable than peddling.” Raising such a
class, she hoped, would change the whole character
of the Jewish people.and "put them on an equallty
with the community in which they 1ived.""2 Tnereased
Jewlsh lmmigration had indeed brought mény problems.

Her crowning achlevement, however, was in the
field of education. She was the prime mover behind
a project of The Female Hebrew Benevolent Soclety
to set up a Jewish Sunday school. This was done in
1838 and 1t was the first of 1ts kind in America.’S
Here she could realize in tangible form her desire
for the preservation of Judalsm. She could help to
mold children in the formative perlod of thelr lives,
pregs into their hearts a love of Judaism and, 1in so
doing, ilmprove them and the entire Jewish community.
It was an overwhelming success 1n splte of all the
difficultles involved 1in getting the proper materlals,
and teachers who could be counted on. She recelved
further inspiration when almost immedlately she saw
her Sunday school become the model for others. In
July of 1838 she wrote Miriam, describing the school

and 1ts activities:
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"At present we occupy a delightful room

in Masonlc Hall and each class ls accomodated
with a c¢lrcular bench surrounding their
teacher. The school commenceg at the ringing
of a bell, when puplls rise and repeat a
short prayer after the superintendent, each
teacher then marks the pupills pregent or ab-
sent and proceeds to the lessons of the day.
The classes are divided into sections so
that about every 20 c¢hildren have a teacher.
Those who can read are first required to
learn the Ten Commandments which are prac-
tlcally applied and explanations given of
each., The "1" classes use "Elements of
Jewish PFaith" Mr. Leeser's instruction in
Mosale religion and Bible. For younger
classes I have taken books from the New
Testament and had only the part I wanted
bound up erasing such portionsg as I deemed
and with a little trouble have adapted them
to our purpoge. Various other books are
culled in like manner until each class is
furnished to the infant alphabet. The
school is kept in from 10 to 12 o'clock.

A chapter of the Bible is read, and if
necegsary commented on or rather explailned.
Then hymns are repeated by the chilldren and
all are dismlsged except the higher classes
who sing the ﬁabbath hymn under the tutelage
of Miss ---. "4

"I shall send the papers you wrote for by
Charlotte (Myers) and a copy of a little
book of Bible questlons we use in the school.
I got it from the Sunday School Union, had
the New Testament questlions taken out and
prepared. the rest as you wlll see., Primmers
and school books undergolng a little mutila-
-tion serve us also untll there are schools
enough establlished to share the expense of
printing what will be better adapted to our
views. I wlll also send a copy of The
Jewlsh Paith."45

In 1840 she could rejoice at the Bar Mitzvah

of one of the puplls of the Sunday School, describing
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the fegtilvities in some detail:

"The age of ilgnorance and prejudice is
past. An enlightened Jew occuples as
high a statlion as any other man, and if
he respects himself and honors hls reli-
glon, men no longer stigmatize him with
approbrium. Lasgt Sabbath I witnessed
one of the most animated scenes of
national hospltality that I ever enJoyed.
Mr, Mlckenburg's son attalned hisg thir-
teenth birthday. He read the whole
portion of Scripture in synagogue and,

as he 18 one of our Sunday School pupills,
I took Jo Hays by the hand and went to
congratulate hls parents on the occaslon.

", ..on arriving at the house we found the
back parlour filled with young boys and
were ushered up stailrs into a large front
parlour two sldes of whilch were occupled
by tables covered with a magnificent feast
and surrounded by male and female vigltors
who did ample Justice to the substantial
ag well ag delicate ~-- , while the host,
hostess and younger guests were doing the
honors in Eastern style, of servling men and
women. There was Jjoy and happlness incul-
cating freely through the ceremony. I
expressed my surprise to Mrs. M. at finding
such a scene. She sald: He 1s our eldest
son and we wlshed to celebrate his bar
miltzva. We endeavor to bring him up reli-
giougly and this is hls great day. The boys,
after the elder guests were served, took
thelr places at the table, thelr young host
at 1ts head. And thus beglnning his day of
confirmation, he was permitted to say the
Sanctification service and %gace after meals,
134

which concluded the feast.

The Sunday school continued to grow. By 1841
1t already had 104 pupils.47 In all her endeavors

she contilnued to work, giving of herselfl freely,

putting into effect the spiritual teachlings of the
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falth to which she was so devoted. It was only when
she was weakened by old age that she felt compelled
to withdraw from her activities. In 1864, when she
was elighty-three years old, she reSigned from her
positlon as secretary of The Female Hebrew Benevolent
Society.48 And in 1865, with her ears ringing with
praises extended to-her by Sabato Morais, she

gtepped down from her superintendent's chair’in the
Hebrew Sunday School.%9 Her spirit and her refined
presence were never forgoﬁten. In truth, all her

"ehildren" could rise up and call her blessed.

"Resplved that in the death of Miss Rebecca

Gratz the managers of the Phlladelphila

Orphan Soeclety deplore the loss of a beloved
~and venerated assoclate, the last survivor

of the board of managers who founded and

organized this asylum. For 50 years she

was actlively engaged in promoting i1ts use-

fulness and occupied for more than. 40

years the important position of Secretary

of the Board of Managers and purchasing

committee. of the institution. To her energy

and ability during the struggling infancy

of the society and to her subsequent re-

gources much of 1ts prosperity ls due; while

to her dignity, grace and noble personal

qualities the Managers have ever ylelded

the trlbute of thelr warm admiration and

strong regard. In the orphan famlly and

household she was sincerely beloved and

her loss greatly deplored.

"Regolved that a copy of the above resolu-
tion be sent to the family of Mlss Gratz
with the agsurance of the sympathy of the
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Managers of the Orphan Soclety in theilr
bereavement.

I have the honor to remaln
Very truly yours

(signed) Maria Tilgliman
Secretary, 0. 3. -
Sept. 10, 1869" 50

"At the Annual Meeting of The Female Hebrew
Benevolent Society November 3, 1869, on the
reading of the Secretary's report, 1t was
unanimously resolved that the secretary be
directed to make an extract of that portion
of her report relating to our late esteemed
friend and --~ Miss Rebecca Gratz and for-
ward the same to her Executor.

"Since our last Annual Meeting it has pleased
our Heavenly Father to call hence our well
beloved slster in falth, Miss Rebecca Gratz,
one of the founders of this gociety and for
forty-five years 1ts Honorary Secretary.

Thus we have a retrospect of nearly half a
century of faithful and successful labor;

she advocated and adorned every good and
noble cause. To her constant and untlring
appeals we are indebted for that admirable
institution, "The Jewlgh Foster Home." Every
call of duty,.of charlty; or of patrlotism
met at her hands a ready and willing res-
ponge. The many tributes of respect pald

to the memory of our lamented frlend tell

of the estimation in which she was held;

she was truly a Just and virtuous woman
whose daily life was pure and unblemished

and whose example may be commended to the
imitation of the Daughters of Israel."Sl




CHAPTER TIII

"I would not exchange my identity
for beauty, wealth, or any other
greater advantages than I possess;
for methinks I never could find
such belngs to love as relations."

Miriam Moses to Maria Glst Graté,
January 12, 1834

Rebecca's deep attachment to her family had
been molded from her childhood days. The death
of her mother in 1808 and of her father in 1811
had placed her Iin a diffilcult position, in so far .
as the family was concerned, but at twenty-seven

years of age she was more than sufficlently mature

o step into the vacant place and become the matron

of the house. Her bachelor brothers, Hyman, Joseph,
Jacob and Ben (before his removal to Lexington)

were dependent upon her, and she minlstered to thelr

needs with all the dignlty and abllity she possessed.

The love she had for them and thelr constant need
for her certalnly may be considered among the maJjor

factors which prevented her from marrylng.

Following the death of thelr father, as well
as before 1t, the Gratz brothers had fared well in
thelr business. They had especlally prospered

during the war of 1812. They worked hard, to be
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gure, and were travelling constantly. Their great
home on Chestnut Street was a scene of contlinuous
comfort and pleasure. They managed to survive the
first post-war depressibn wilthout restricting them-
selves too much. But gradually business condltions
tightened; breaking merchants, and bad markets be-
came the prominent subjecté of donversation. The
results In Philadelphlia were as Rebecca described
it: "Our fashionables are half in méurning and

the rest are trying the experiment of a domestic

winter. "l

Ecénomic condlitions dild not improve, as they
hoped, but continued to deteriorate. The resources
of the Gratz brothers fell and, in the summer of
1826, as though the realization had come to them
suddenly, they understood that thelr business was
belng forced Ilnto bankruptey. Thelrs had been such
a rellable firm in the past that they had been
able to make many trusted friends in the business
world. This softened the blow somewhat, for thelr
creditors had the utmost falth in them and were
not pressing for the obligations to be met. But the
cold figures on the halance sheet told tﬁe tale
without sentiment. They had liquld assets of $65,470
but liabllities of $167,566.
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"No stoppage has ever taken place in this
c¢ity which has called forth the sympathy
of all the community, elther those who

are credlitors or others. From all we have
the assurance that they wlll be perfectly
satlisflied with any mode of settlemént we
shall propose and full confidence is ex-
pressed and a wish that we should have

the entire management of our affailirs with-
out making an assessment. The whole
amount of engagements are as follows:

Notes out $78,427.76
Accept any to be :
provided for by the

drawer 10,421.22
leaves 68,006.54
due on Book net 26,751.60
due Custom house 7,814.10

~== hOorrow money 1,600.00
S. Gratz engagements 20,917.00

125,089.24
Responsibllity :
8. Hay and others ho,477.46

167,566.70
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book debts avallable 25,206.56
In www-

bad and unavaillable

Book debts 42,400

Notes considered good 5,376.00
Merchandise on hand 27,753. T4
Stocks etc 2,534.00

317 8hares --- Hoch

Other stocks cost

about 1500

Individual ~~- ete 4,600.00
65,470.30

Real Estate at what

we conslder very low

valuation without

notice of any of the

lands except Aaronsburg

at il0,000 and Gratz
at $10,000 ¢iuiieererensea..121,000.00" 2

The whole commercial world was "rént in pieces,"
and the Gratz's went into bankruptoy4along with many‘
others. Thils of course was a tremendous psychologlcal
blow to the entire family. The consideration of
their friends in business and in the general community
did not seem to ease the dlsturbance. The brothers
were so broken up that even Rebecca in trying to

comfort them felt herself to be like one of "Job's

miserable comforters".3

The burden was éven greater for them for in
1823 Rachel Gratz, who had mﬁrried.Solomon Moseé,
died, leaving nine children all of whom had been

taken into the home on Chestnut Street. Now with
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thelr uncles in hard stralts, Rachel's young children
tried to assist, in thelr own small way, in

lightening the flnanclal difficulties:

"Two or three months ago our nieces com-
menced employlng fthemselves in manufac-
turing little ingenilous articles by which
they hoped to obtain the means of lighten-~
ing the difficulties that were gathering
around them. I suggested to them the
probability of thelr being able to dispose
off some of them in Kentucky and offered to
apply to you on the subject. Accordingly
a small box hasg been forwarded to your
address whilch we beg you will have the
goodness to place in some store, or dispose
of in any way you think proper. They
enclosed a paper wilith the highest prices
at which the articles could be sold here,
but without any means limiting them, and
will be very grateful to you for having
them sold to the best advantage Xﬁur '

fashionable market may afford...

That thls was a loss of prestige could not be
denied. The touching efforts of;the children on.
behalf of the family point this out quite clearly.
But the greatest blow for Rebecca was nothing which

happened to her brothers in the business world,

‘although it may have been a logilcal corollary of

that; 1t was the dissension that developed among
her brothers which set Simon against Hyman, Joseph
and Jacob and tore the well-knit famlly relationship

asunder. The geedg for the dispute between Simon
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and his brothers had been sown much earlier when
thelr father had dled intestate.? Whatever com-

" plicatlons there were in the management of the
Michael Gratz estate had evlidently been pushed
aslde, the brothers being so busily involved lin
the prosperity of‘the business. DBut prosperity
was a thing of the past now, and the brothers,
exclted and worried by the failure of their busi- .
negs, were unable to make an agreeable settlement
amongst themgelves. Had Michael CGratz left a
will, the dispute may never have occurred; but he
did not and dissension now replaced love and

friendshlip and mounted with increasing fury.

Rebecca could stand up, 1t seemed, under the

burden of the financial fall from grace, but
strife among her brothers was surely the unkindest
cut of all and cut deeply, disturbingly into her

heart:

"...0f the unhappy circumstances in which
our household are Ilnvolved, I scarcely know
what to say. Our brothers have wrltten

to you and will keep you informed. For

the firsgt time in my life, I rejoice 1n
your absence and freedom from the unnatural
strife. 1I.can scarcely realize that such

a state of things can exist, that all the
love and tenderness which has hitherto
reigned amongst us should be so rudely rent
in pleces and by one who hag been s0
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reverenced. Truly 1t may be sald that
adversity 1ls the best of virtues, but
that it should have the power to break
the bonds of brotherhood asunder, my
glmple nature could not have believed,
had not the conviction been forced upon
my senses wlth a shock which has laid
every comfort and peace of mind frus-
trate. But this state of things cannot
last long. H's [Hyman] patience is too
exemplary not to be rewarded. We will
hope for better times and better things.
0 my dear Ben, how my heart grileves

for the devious course our brother [Simon]
hasg been drliven into. His nature has
been changed by the perplexitles hisg 11l
advised family lead him into. The time
may come when you, my dear Brother, may
restore peace, but at present we most
heartily rejolce that you are away.

"Tell my dear Maria I will write to her

- as soon as I am a little, a very little
happler. At present my head and heart
beats too quickly and irregularly to do
anything tranguilly. She must keep you
at home and comfort you, for I know how
you will suffer for these cruel affalrs.
None of the famlly except those at home
know anything of the matter, and 1f our
brother relents they may never know.
God Grant he may, and that he may restore
himself and all of us to that peace which
vehemence of temper and 111 directed )
wrath has carried to such a distance..."©

Unfortunately, Rebecca's plous hope for "better
times and betber things" was not to be realized.
The pleagsant memories of the peaceful relationship
of the past had left such an indelible lmpression

upon her that it was lmpossible for her to conceive
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of such a radical change in the character of her
brother Simon. But the clrcumstances were forcing
her to see that this was no longer the Simon of
whom she had said in 1820, attempting to picture
him for his new sister-in-law, Maria Gist: "He has
really a noble spirlt and as little of selfishness
in his nature as I have ever met with in a human

character."? No, a new Simon had emerged, dis-

torting the memories of the past, and he would

not relent.
By May of 1827 the situation had worsened to

such a degree that Ben's presence was necessary.

When he began the long Journey from Lexington to

Philadelphia Rebecca, regretting that he was forced A
to leave Marlia and the chlldren, entertained the
hope that a happy solution to the burning problem
could be attained, that peace might agaln fall
gently over the Gratz home and that her younger

brother would be a messenger of good tidlngs:

"I have postponed writing to you, my dear
S8ister, from day to day 1ln hopes of having
something agreeable to communicate, but fear
I have incurred an evll, while waiting for

a distant good which, when 1t does arrive,
wlll find angels songs to bear 1t to you.

I shall therefore repair my fault and beg,
notwithstandling appearances, you wlll belileve
me fully sensible of your goodnesgs 1n sub-
mitting to so great a sacrifice of your
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domestlic happiness our dear Ben's leaving
home occasiong. Indeed my sister it
grieveg my heart that you should have to
bear so painful a share in our distress
and I persuade myself that you will also
soon share the blesslng whlch accompanies
a peace-maker. I cannot belleve the
sincere and united efforts of the brothers
wilill fall of success unless evil advisors
oppose theilr councll and harden our
deluded brother's heart against us. It
would be I1n vain to attempt describing
what I have and do suffer in this unhappy
affalr. It has been so much the habilt

of my life to reverence and love Simon
that in everything which my consclence did
not oppose I should yield my wlishes to
hisg, and in everything since my Mothers
death, I have desired to grant him the
honors of my senior and gulde. It has
been only where my duty to the unoffendlng
members of the famlly could not be recon-
clled that I have done legs than he
degired toward the unfortunate causes of
dissenslon, and I belleve had he managed
with equal discretlon, they and he would
have been much happler, and the harmony

of our once united family never been in-
terrupted. But it 1ls 1in vain to go back
to the source from whence thils flood of
1lls arose. We must endeavor to steer

the safest course and save as much consola-
tion from the wreck of domestic happiness
a8 moderation and a conscilentlous discharge
of duty may furnish. Poor Simon! What
will repay him for all the sacrifilces?

The self-will and misrule of his household
is a sad reverse to the plecture of domestlc
1ife his memory must furnish under the
paternal roof. '

"Then we may hope the memory of young days,
the participation of boyhood's sports and,
above all,; of maternal love, will enter into
the brothers hearts and turn them back from
recent worldly strige to nature's harmony
and bonds of love."




-69 -

But, to her sorrow, Ben's visilit was to no
avail. Rebecca's sympathies of course lay with her
brothers, Hyman, Joseph and Jacob. The logle of
the eventsnleading to their troubles had forced her
to take a side and the methdds employed by her eldest
brother, Simon, to insure his vietory in the matter,
were not of the most savory nature. If his name
was later to be assoclated wlth charitable enter-
prises, his activity in this particular case served
to liken him to other great Amerlcan phllanthroplsts
whose greatness often lay in thelr ability to be
greatly unserupulous. As one anonymous wit has puﬁ
1t: "The man who steals a loaf of bread commits a
orimé; but the man who steals a rallroad 1s a national
hero." However much she yearned for peace and con-
cord in the famlily Rebecca could not doubt Simon to
be in the wrong. In July of 1827 she wrote:

"our brothers are so much engaged in the

perplexities of thelr affairs that they

have deputised me to write to you my dear

Ben, and tho!' I am sure my letter wlll not

be so satisfactory as one from either of

them, I shall take up the parable where Jo

left off on Wednesday. In pursuance of the

order of the arbltrators Mr. Richards pro-

duced the keys of the long closed up Fire-
proof, and in presence of the partles con-~

cerned opened the doors, wlthin which a
padlock fastnlng had also been introduced.
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When:lo! 1t was found empty of anythin
of value. All the books and papers WE§%h
had been usually kept there were removed
even to your insurance policy, and in
thelr place some 0ld recelpt books and
other worthlessg articles of as little

consequence were crammed.

"You may imagine the shock this discovery
occasloned. I could have wept over the
fallen honor of our eldest brother. At
first he was himself ashamed and during
the humlliating scene of directing his
porters and clerks to bring back the
purloined articles was confused and agi-
tated, but has since resumed hisg former
deportment. On two occasions they have
had stormy interviews: one, on Hyman's
removing the sign of the old firm which
S. promlsed should come down, but after-
wards obJected to. The Arbilitrators met
agaln on Frlday morning and began with
accountsg. Today they were assembled
but Mr. Channery was taken sick and they
were obliged to adjourn. We may look
forward to a long and mortifylng turmoll
before this unfortunate business ls
closed. Simon's superior talents and
complete preparation, having been four
months in qulet possession of every
document he required, his lngenuity in
making the worge appear the better reason,
and the boldness of his harangues, tend
to embarass the business and give him
advantages which Hyman is not calculated
to meet. However, we must hope that
honest plain-dealing and truth will
prevall and, in the end Jjustice be
obtained.

"Notwithstanding that he must have per-
used every line in those papers durlng
all thls time, he ls 8o tardy in relin-
quishing them that the other party are
but partlally possessed of those they
require. Your accounts have been called
for, but not yet produced...




~T1 -

"I am ghocked at what I have written
concerning our Brother. A short time
ago, I thought his integrity unassailable
and looked upon his moral insufficilency
as spots on the Sun -~ but alas! his glory
18 now eclipsed in my eyes and I cease
to wonder at the many alterations I have
~-~ pegpecting our Father's estate, so
contrary to Justice and rlght do I con-
sider the demands upon it."9

Try as she did, Rebecca could not accept the
bare facts which told of the complete estrangement
of Simon. She forced herself to belleve that he
himgelf wasg not responsible for his actlons, that
behind all the difficulties lay the calculating
minds of hils children. A relationship such as
theirs could not disintegrate, she wanted to think.
The decision of the arbitrators had been made:

"In the case of the Administration Accounts,

we have provisionally declded that the

balances due by Michael Gratz's Estate to

Simon and Hyman Gratz and to Simon Gratz

and Co. shall be allowed as valid charges

agalnst Michael Gratz's Hstate for the

amount of prineipal. In regard to the
lnterest we reserve ourselves until the
acecounts of Simon Gratz and Brothers

are settled."10

Perhaps now there would be peace. But Simon
was no longer a part of her life, nor was the

decisglon of the arbltrators to bring peace and concord.
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Simon continued to speak to Rebecca when they met
by chance. He acted civilly, bowing as they
departed,ll bﬁt she could well have sald to herself,
quoting Shakespeare as she so0 often did: "Me

rather had my heart might feel yoﬁ; 1ove,'than

my unpleased eye see your courtesy."

The elghteen-twentles were a decade of discon-
tent, streaked with suffering and panic,l? and they
were taking thelr toll in the Gratz famlily, not
only In terms of family serenity, but also in the
senge that 1t left Hyman, Jogseph and Jacob disll-
lusioned and depresSed. The desired peace did not
come and the old drives which moved theﬁ as successful
businéss men had diaappeared. "I should not care
for 1t half so much," Rebecca told Maria, "if 1t
dd not mortify and depress the boys so much. Jo
worries out of his flesh, and Hyman is concerned and
disappointed.”13

Even with each member of the family straining
to carry themselves through this difficult period,
Rebecca soon discovered that no matter how much
they restricted themselves, crimping and saving, théy
were still living far above thelr means. The finan»l
clal affalrs were In a sad state, and the two years

spent preparing the accounts, handling the litigation,




..73..

had been wasted years. Her brothers had not really
attended to any business. Now they were faced

with the necesslty of earning a living and found
themselves embarrassed by unsettled accounts. Worst
of all, they had nelther the spirit nor the energy
to atbempt anything new.lH

Osterwels clalims that they were prepared to take

the consequences, that they moved from the great
home on Chestnut Street in order to "abandon the
high scale of living they had enjoyed."5 Thig 1s
true in part. Their high scale of living did have

to suffer a chahge, but they moved from their home

because they had discovered, during the process of
litigation over thelr father's estate and the buslness,
that they were actually occupylng property asslgned
to Simon.1® Rather than suffer that embarrassment,
Rebecca, Hyman, Joseph, Jacob and the chlldren of
thelr late slster, made preparations to leave. Early
in August, 1828, they moved into a less pretentious
house at No. 2 Bogston Row. Simon appears, to have
fared much better and was not, as Osterwels claims,
forced to give up his country home at Willington.l7
In splte of the hardships occasloned by the
family dispute, Rebecca's feellings continued to be

ambivalent. The silent love for her brother Simon
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was something she could not destroy. The complete
feeling of dependence whilch had deveioped over the
years, the tremendous need to love and be loved by
all her brothers, was woven into her personality,
and those needs could not be digsipated. She per-
sisted in rationalizing, inslisting agaln and again
that the blame was on Simon's chlldren, or at least
a good measure of it. That thought gave her some

comfort.

"I must still believe his nature has
recently changed or rather been perver-
ted. We know that the indulgence of

one vice undermines the foundation of
every virtue. The malevolence of hils
disappointed children has weaned him
from all previous attachments and made
him what he 1ls. I mourn over him, as

i1f he were more unhappy than wicked.
Twice In my life, I have seen him melted
down to more than womanly softness.
-Onece, shortly after our Mother's death,
he wept on my shoulder as tho' his heart
would break. One loss Jjustlified hils
grief. But I thought there was a mixed
feeling and pltied the remorse which I
attributed to him. "l

The dispute waged on over the years. Gradually
Hyman, Joseph and Jacob, no longer adrift, collected
themselves and found thelr respective ways back into
a successful business life. All of them were td main-

taln a life-long interest 1n philanthropy and thab
alone should be an index to the businesg stability they
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achieved. Jacob became interested in politics and
actually wag elected to the Senate of the state of
Pennsylvania. Hyman picked up his business interests
and became president of The Annulty and Life Insur-
ance Company.l9 But the'family debate and discussion’
had continued since 1826; even as late as 1836 we
findzletters referring to the dispute over the
Michael Gratz estate and the affalrs of Simon Gratz

and Company.

"Dear Sir:

The enclosed letter to Messrs. Joseph
and Jacob Gratz contains the opinion of
Mr. Binney and myself on the subJject of
our awards of 9th April and 2nd July 1828.
It would have been sent before, but I
thought you would call-~

Resgpectfully yours,
Ch. Chauncey

May 2nd 1836

'BenJ. Gratz Esq.

Gentlemen: We have examined your communlca-
tions on the subject of our awards of 9th
April and 2nd July 1828, relative to the :
computation of interest upon the accounts

of Simon and Hymen Gratz, and Simon Gratz
and Co. with the Estate of Michael Gratz.

We do not consider ourselves authorized to
act under the original submlsslon, 80 asg

to pronounce a decislon on the questions,
which are presented by your Notes, nor, as
refereesg, to glve an interpretation to our
awards therein referred to: But we will
express our opinlons, as friends, who are
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desirous to see a proper adjustment of
your differences, without attempting to
glve to our oplnlons the force of
authoritative decislon.

"The rate of interest fixed by our award
at four per cent was consldered by us as
Just, paying due regard to the situation
of the estate; and 1f the settlemént had
then been made, that rate being adopted
would have done Justlce between the par-
ties. The settlement has not taken place;
and in the mean time, the monies of the
estate of Mlchael Gratz have, from tine
to time, been recelved by the trustees,
and during a part of the time, they have
remalned 1n deposit without earning any
interest; and during part of the time
have earned an interest of five per cent.
We think that the firms who are creditors
of the estate, should recelve the benefit
of the interest which has been gained
upon the monies, during the tlme they
have been 1in the harids of the Trustees,
as 1f the monles had been pald over,

and placed at that rate of lnterest by
the firms themselves for thélr own ac-
count; and that the computation would,

we concelve, best satlsfy the awards.

"With respect to the payments 1 May,
1829, we think they should be deducted
from the amount of principal and interest
at four per cent, then due, and that
interest on the balance of principal

due and not on the entire balance should
be calculated at four per cent up to the
time when the payments were respectively
made to the Schuylkill Bank, at which .
time those payments shall be deducted
from the amount then due; the interest
pald by the Schuylkill Bank afterwards,
to be, as we have gald, for the benelflt
of the firmg, as 1f the flrms themselves
had so invested 1t for their own account.'

"...and I got a communication from S [Simon]
asking 'when it would be agreeable to make
distribution of the Trust funds' without
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saylng anything of the note of Bilnney
and Co. I replied whenever he settles
his accounts with the individuals of
the family, he would find me ready and
prompt at a final settlement."20

Simon's name appeared less frequently in the
letters from Rebecca to her brother, Ben, and her
sister-in-law, Maria. But each time 1t did appear
.it was as though Rebecca was s8till groplng for the
reasons, 8till unable to accept his departure from
the family circle. She condemned Simon with more

freedom and yet wlth reserve and an occaslional touch

of pity:

"I never revert to the state of feeling
which has grown up between Simon and the
rest of the family without the keenest
sorrow and regret. Our parental home
was the scene of harmony and love, and
respect for Simon grew up in the younger
members of the house almost as naturally
ag 1f he were to succeed to our Father's
authority, when unhapplly that Parent
was lncapable from dlsease to retain his
station.

", ..how this confidence has been abused
you alas know too well. We should not
tempt poor human nature too far by giving
power and authority to one not standing

in the natural statlon to distribute it
with Justice. Perhape had less been glven
to B8imon, he would have been a better man,
but once having fallen into the indulgence
of a vieious conviction, he thought his
position in the family would enable him to
break down the barrlers of society..."el
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Rebecca probed more deeply for the reasons,
making use of her own understanding of human nature,
dealling with the factors that play such an impor-
tant role in the development of character disorders.
She searched into the childhood experiences of her
brothers, analyzing them with as much objJectivity .
as she could muster, understanding at the same time
how intimately involved she wag in thelr life
situations. And she came up with an interestingA
answer, a penetrating inslght into the dynamic nature
of the development of human behavlor. The hostility
whiéh Simon exhibited so clearly, most assuredly,
she felt, had 1ts origin in.the experlences of
childhood, "in the unequal divisilon of parental love."

This 1nsighﬁ is revealed 1ln a letter to Maria:

"Thank God you are Jjust parents and give

to your children such an equal share of

love that none need by Jjealous of the

elders' birthright, or the youngers!'
privilege. I think the worst of human
passions, Jealousy, 1s often born and
nurtured in the unequal division of par-
ental love. We are so quick in discerning
our rights and so ready to resent inJus-
tice, that we are apt to practice it on

the 1lnnocent and hate those who are better
loved than ourselves. The history of

Jacob and Esau is an 1illustration which
ought to be impressed on the mind of parents;
indeed, the Scriptures are.so full of
examples in the various characters put

down faithfully from nature, that an observer
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of human character cannot fail to glean
useful hints to ald his case, be 1t ever
so rare, 1f he knows how to apply 1t."22

In the winter of 1839 nature took a hand in the
unfortunate situation. Almost thirteen years had

passed:

"Our brother Simon i1s 111 and has for some
time been laboring under a disease for
which as yet he has found no remedy, tho!
he has successfully tried the skill of
various physicians. You know our long es-
trangement has not destroyed my affection
for him and my interest 1n hils famlily and,
about ten days ago or more, I determined
to go out and see him. Our sisters and
Reuben accompanied me. We were admitted
to his chamber, but very coolly received,
particularly me. He looks very sick but
does not seem consclous of the dangerous
state hils doctors and famlly apprehend.

I told Mr. Etting a day or two ago that I
was golng agaln and thls morning he came.
to tell me of an interview he had wlth
Louisa 1in the street in which she sald
she thought our visit had been made with
the intention of asking forglveness, and
she gummoned up such a long list of in-
Justices received from me that I do not
wonder at the cold looks of my brother,
suf'fering that she has influenced him to
think of me through the same ---. Now I
thought in times gone by I was dolng a
duty and making many sacrifices 1n favor
of my brother's famlly. The first out of
love and gratitude to him; the second be-
cause I weaken the disapprobation of those
I lived with and wasg bound to obey in all
things not lmmedilately agalnst my con-
seclence. And 1in my lntercourse with these
children my affections were so much engaged
that T confess all the embarrassments and
disadvantages of their situatlon I took to
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heart; and when they cast medoff in the
family rupture, I grleved about them
and pilty them still. God knows what is
to become of them when their Father i1s
no more."23

The attltude of Simon's chilldren, Loulsa in par-
ticulér, coupled with Simon's l1lllnhess méde for a much
more uncomfortable state of_affairs. Fortunately,
his temporary recovery made it possible for Rebececa
to heed Ben's advice not to subject herself to the

mental strain of paylng an unwelcomed visit.

"I received your letter on Wednesday and
wag sorry to find that my account of Simon's
situation and L's [Louilgal] conduet had so
much excited my affectlionate Ben. You

were right in supposing the circumstances
communicated had not glven more pain than

I expected for, 1in fact, I have so long
taken an impartial view of the past, that

I was not so much surprised at her feelilngs,
knowlng how deeply her pride was wounded -
and this 18 her ruling passion. But I re-
gretted 1ts operation at this time, when

I thought we mlght be mutually useful to
each other, and to one in whom each had an
interest and a sympathy. Thank God our
brother 1s recovering and I shall not again
be subjected to the trial of feeling my-
sell an unwelcome guest. Indeed you may
tell your husband that I did not mean to go
again. I am free to confess that I greatly
lacked Judgment in the commencement of my
knowledge of this famlly, but never suspected
that I could be charged with mercenary motives
or inJustice until recently..."24

But Simon's recovery was not permanent; 1t was

1ittle more than a resplte, and short-lived at that.
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His 1llness lingered and hils body weakened. There
was nothing that could be done to save him. He
lapsed into a coma and as he lay dying his sister,
Rebecca returned to hig side. In an instant the
hatred which had dilvided them disappeared, and all
the latent feelings of love arose agaln and returned
to their former place. In July of 1839, Rebecca
wrote the closing chapter of hig 1life with a touch

of pathos in every one of her words:

"I thought I would not write again to you,
my dear Marlia, untlil I heard from you,

. for I have worried you with unanswered
eplstles -~ but my heart 1s too full to
keep sllence, and our dear Ben will think
it due to him to hear 8ll I can tell of
the last days of our Brother's life.

Would 1t had been months and years I could
recount of unbroken intercourse.

"A fortnight before his death we, our
slsters and Hyman, went to visit him. He
recelved us wlth kindness and was much
affected at shaking hands with Hyman,

but soon recovered himgelf and conversed
with him on common toplecs. He looked
much emaciated but did not appear to con-
slder himself too 1ll. He arose and
walked about the ~-- . I offered himny
arm and, when we were at a dlstance from
the party, asked 1f I might come out some-
times to see him. He sald he would see me.
His children and grandchildren were there
and perhaps from the agltation of seelng
us, and the noise of so many persons, he
became fatigued and sald he would go to
hlg room. We stald to hear that he was
comfortable in hls chamber and then re-
turned home.
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"After this I went out frequently and
was always welcomed by him and well re-
celved by the girls. On one occasion I
found him looking very 11l and thinking
the Dr's countenance expressed alarm, I
prevalled on Loulsa to let me stay during
the nilght, and then obtained permission
to wateh by him repeatedly. Indeed my
anxiety was so aroused that I could not
bear to be away. The lapse of years
seemed To have gone by in an instant and
the love that was pent up for all that
time returned to be gpent in a few short
daye, over the death scenes . of 1ts obJect.
He seldom spoke but for a few minutes at
a time and then sank into exhausgtion. The
pain of hils disease had gone and hls end
was tranqull and peaceful. Sometimes
his strength would rally and a gleam of
hope would break forth. Then a new
symptom shew 1ts mortal tendency and the
dull ---~ eyes close in sleep that was a
-w- death and 1t8 --w == c=-w and thus
he ylelded up his breath, without a struggle.
And when the last qulvered on his lips a
smile of peace settled there for ever. I
closed his eyes wlth a prayer that my last
end --- be like hils.

"But who can speak the desolation of his
house or the scenes of gorrows and afflic-
tion that succeeded. From my soul I pity
hls children. I stald with them two days
after thelr sad loss and my own heart is
oppressed with grief. I have been quilte
sick from itsg effects. I went to see the
girls on Thursday and they overwhelm me
with expressions of gratitude. Louilsa begs
that the past may be forgotten and hopes

no further trouble will arise to cast an
angry feeling on any business they may have
to transact wilth our brothers. I hope so
too, 1f we can ever proflt by experilence.
Surely enough has already been suffered to
calm down every passlon with peace. I could
take up a lament where I left off, when the
subJect was again and again brought up in
my mind, for with me it has ever been w--
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grief and tho! I losgst my dear Brother

fifteen years ago, hisg death has been

a sore trial to me..."<5

The saga of family discord was over but the
memory of 1t llved on in Rebecca's heart. Time and
agéin her thoughts would turn to Simon. For her it
"was a disaster always to be regretted and never to
be forgotten. The incident had left its mark and
as late as 1861 she referred to 1t in a letter to

Ben.26

But the family was a unit again, and contilnued
to be for many years. The famlly, as always, was

more than a soclologilcal unlt in the mind of Rebecca

Gratz; 1t was a constant source of love and affectlon

thét could be given and received with equal pleasure.
Perhaps BenJamin, far removed as he was, was her
fifst love, but none of the others could have knéwn
1t. BShe cared for Hyman, Jacob, and Joseph just as
she cared for Rachel's children, and to phem she
remained a constant symbol of virtue and refinement.
"All that is great and good are we taught each day

that we bask in the sunshine of Aunt Becky's coun-

tenance," Miriam Moses wrote her aunt Maria in Lexling-

ton.27 Rebecca wag mother and nurse to them all.
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The years passed qulckly, Rebecca caring for
her brothers in sickness and in health and finally,.
in three successive years, 1856 to 1858, Jacob,
Hyman and Joseph died. The anguish over Jacob's

death seemed more than she could bears

"I can tell you little of our departed
Brother's last few days. Very few after
you left were clear or definite in any
way but by the progress of hlis dilsease.
F ‘ He suffered less apparent angulsh but
‘ seemed to sink Into that qulet, yielding -

to nature all the powers of mind and
body, which precedes the awful separation.
Alas, alas, with all he suffered, I still
feel as 1f I could hardly reconcile my-
gelf to the sad reallty that he 1s no
more, that his place is empty, hig noble
heart cold in the silent grave."2

When Hyman and Joseph followed Jacob to the
grave, she reallzed that she was very much alone,
that only Ben and his second wife, Ann Shelby,

remained to be called "Brother" and "Sister."

"My dear Ann- -

I am very sure I have your sympathy
beslde the deep interest your own heart
experlences in the afflictions of our
family, as I have written to our dear
Ben, wilith whom you are always ldentified.
I hope you will excuse my not having ans-
wered your affectlionate letter. T can
hardly yet realize, my dear Ann, that you
are my only slster, and my ever belove
Ben, my only Brother. Alas! how has our
family fallen, once so full of people. On
the Sabbath it will be two years since our
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Brother Jac dled and - but 1t is too pain-

ful to retrace our bereavements since that

period. But let me not be ungrateful.

Many, many blessings have encompassed me

during a long life, and the remnant of my

days are sheltered and soothed by affec~

tionate friends who are very dear to me."29

She endured the last ten years of her life, in
splte of the oppressive loneliness. There were friends
to comfort her and many activitlies to busy her days
and always, up to the end, her brother Ben. But
even more than all these, bhere were years and years
of the memorles of all the things that had been, that
never could be again. These became mixed with the’

elements on August 29, 1869.



CHAPTER IV

"I wigh we had a Walter Scott

to immortalize America. I have
no doubt he would be able. to
draw as true and as delightful

a set of characters on thilis side
of the Atlantic as any Celtic

or Norman among them."

Rebecca Gratz to Maria Gist Gratz,
‘ July 10, 1820

* % %

Eighty-gseven years 1s a long time in the life
of an individual. It 1s equally a long period in
the 1ife of a new natlon. Rebecca Gratz and the
United States were born at approximately the same
time. The development from infancy to adulthood in
the one was paralleled in the amazing advancement
and maturation of the other. Historians have given
us a record of events, rich and informative, a plc-
ture of our nation in its most glorious and most
terrible mdm@nts. The letters of Rebecca Gratz are
more or less a record of the state of mind of an
individual caught up in the midst of those eventé,
at tiﬁes giving them an intimacy which they might
not otherwise possess. The letters are therefore
reveallng in a double seﬂse, for in them history and
bilography meet,‘become in fadt, intertwlned.

We have already had occasion to mention Rebecca's

associabion, during her younger days, wlth prominent
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literary figﬁres.l She had become an avid reader and
early in her life had developed a taste for the arts.
The taste'for artistic refinement wasg often a moti-
vating factor in her thinking about affairs, national
or International.

Philadelphla had enjoyed an era of prominence
during and following the Revolutlonary War, and then
it seemed to vegetate In 1ts honor, 1n the memoriesg
of the more glorilous past, proud and Jjealous of its
soeclal traditlon and often offended by anything that
might tamper wlth 1t. It is true, 1t was sensitive
about 1ts poor, 5ut persgisted in finding them dis-
tasteful. Rebecca, as a young woman, possessed a
female abhorrence for the unusual or the radical,
and Jjudged the events of her time less by thelr poli-
tical or economlc implications than by the way they
sulted her refined aesthetlc tastes. 8She was critilcal
of events in the same way she was critlcal of a
new book or a new work of art, and extremely con-
cerned about the matter of dignity whether 1t was
personal or natlonal.

Her love for her famlly, however, was a factor
that interfered with the pure realm of aesthetlc
Judgment, and, when 1t did, 1t sgupplled her with

much more cogent reasons for judgment and led her
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to think much more deeply about the affairs of state.
When, in 1812, young men of the South and West in

the halls of Congress became impatient with caution,
thinking for a moment that briliiant rheﬁdric could |
frighten the Briltish Lion, they threw our country at
the teeth of the Lion and then recoiled in fright
witnessing the horrible results. By 1814 the British
Navy had driven American warships to take cover along
the Atlantlc seaboard, blockaded the coast for all
intents and purposes, and then 1ln August of that
year, while Rebecca was lounging at.Saratoga Springs2
had the supreme audacity to march on Washington.

With relatively few troops, the British managed to
frighten the American opposition and consglgn the
White House to flames. Ben Gratz had been serving

as a Lleutenant In the afmy and until this time Rebecca
had béen much more concerned aboult the changing
nature of the weather and the physical discomforts

of camp‘life than she had been about the dangers of
warfare.> Mrs. Meredith, an intimate friend of the
‘family,3 like many Americans, was opposed to the war
and had been viewlng it as a farce. Her reaction to
the American defeat at Washington wag expressed in a
letter she wrote to Ben. Her scathlng criticism of

the army 1ls at once biting‘and humorous and possessed
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with a dash of literary charm.

"Di1d you know how devoutly Father Pit
extemporise for you on Sunday last, you
would feel no apprehension as to your
safety, and particularly, i1if you knew
your fast friend Mrs. M. voclferated a
hearty amen to hils prayer. As we have
the promlge that the fervent effectual
prayer of a righteous man shall avail
and as I read of no distinctlion between
the sexes in heaven, I take 1t for
granted my amen assisted his petition
at the throne of Grace. I therefore
feel persuaded that although you do not
return crowned wlth laurels, yet that
you willl return before long in health
and safety. The British Lion willl not
terrify you to death should he roar a
little, and even shake hisg tall over
you. The spirit of freemen like their
Bagle 18 too soaring to be dlsmayed or
brought: down even by a lion's roar. And
why? Because, forsooth, when in danger,
ag the one can take flight, so her sons
can take to their heels; and you must
allow, Benjamin, that when we Amerlcans
fail to conquer we never fail to run. A
fepublican expedient which hitherto has
been a strong safeguard to our soldiery
though our towns may have suffered for i1t.

© But Joklng apart, for I think the Kennet

Square business wilill turn out a joke, and
we shall often laugh together about it,

I told Becka [Rebececa] I would write to you
by Gratz, as she flattered me by sayling

1t would be pleasing to you to hear from
me, as I think it wlll shew you I do

think of my obligations to the valiant
heroes who are about to shed thelr blood
in thelr country's cause; and belleve me,
Ben, if you fall, 1t will be a death blow.
to all my torylsm. I have therefore a
double motive to wlsh for your safety, for
if I value a virtue I possesgs, 1t 1is the
principles which have descended through a
long line of ancestry, before our Jim wore
a cocked hat or Tom his red --~ , before
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Dolly owned a velvet dress or your chlefl
a helmet - therefore tis no wonder I am
proud of the possesslon. My fathers
sleep and are at rest, but thelr good
counsel i1s engraven with the law of God
on my heart and must and shall support
me through this pllgrimage in spite of
wars and tumults, in spite of republican
scoffs and ridiculeg. To wrlite you a
letter without a spice of politicks would
be ag bad as to send you one without a
scrap of advice, and though I have con-
fidence my dear little boy 1ln your prudence
and Integrity, yet a camp 1ls a state of
temptation, and, as you are not armed
with christlan defense against 1t, you
may be lead astray. Beware of the licen-
tious pleasures of a military llife. Your
hardships are many and your inducements
to relaxation numerous. Your indulgence
in the one must not be proportioned to
your endurance of the other. The care

of your health wlll also requilre great
vigllance and when you reflect upon the
anxlety of your famlly about you in that
particular, you will find an additlonal 4
inducement to be careful of yourself..."

The rout of the American troops at Washington
aroused Rebecca out of her lethargy, and the thought
that Ben might now be called into battle was frightening
to her. 8She watched, trembling, as vacatloners
left Saratoga to protect their homes, but for her

" and she

the war was "unnatural, cruel and unjust,
insisted in a letter to Ben that were she a man, only
in defense of the clty of Philadelphia 1tself would
she engage in "this wicked war."D

For the first time the war had touched home. Up
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to thls moment her greatest fear had been that Ben
might catch cold, but now 1t had become much more
serious than that. Returning to Philadelphia, she
alerted herself to care for his every need, éup»
pPlying him with c¢lean clothes, encouraging and

criticising his conduct as an offlicer:

"Tt is reported you are too strict a
disgeiplinarian. I hope the tale is
exaggerated. The soclety of a camp
must be hard enough to all, but an
officer may support his own dignity
and yet soften the toll of his sol-
diers by suavlity of manners and gentle
disposition. . He will thereby galn
their affection and make all more
happy around him. Pardon me, my dear
Brother, for this hint. My love for
you makes me Jealous of everything
like censure even on the side of
virtue, for perhaps that would be

the term an 0ld offlcer would give

to the fault complained of."

Now she felt the horrors of war, untouched by
it as Philadelphla was. Ben was writing letters ex-
pressing his eager anticipation of an encounter with
the enemy. The British were moving toward Baltimore
and the citizens of that city were fleeing for thelr
lives:

"We are not too much delighted with your

removal as you seem to be, as we lack

the soldier's joy at the thought of a

meeting with the enemy, and consider the
hardships and dangers of a winter cam-
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palgn in tents as formidable, tho'! less
heroic, than many other situations the
evils of war might place you in.

1}

...What say you to Jo's buffalo skin

by way of coverlet to your bed. It will

keep you dryer and warmer than the one

you have, and I can send 1t with your

next package of clothes which walts your

instructions..." :

Fortunately, the British plans to win the war
were frustrated. DBaltimore did not fall to them as.
they expected, and some time later, while delegates
of the New England states were meeting in Hartford -
talking of secession from the United States, the
Treaty of Ghent was slgned, hostlilitles ceased, and
both natlons were able to return to the conditions
that had existed before the war had begun.

This crisis, which found Americans severely
divided amongst themselves, was borne by the Gratz's
without loss to the business, thelr Mammoth Cave
in Kentucky having been used as a source of saltpeter
for the manufacture of gun powder. Fortunately for
them too, there was no injury to the family, and

the toll the war had taken could be measured only in

terms of anxlous feelings and frayed nerves.

* ¥ % ¥
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Following the War of 1812 there were deep stir-
rings in American life. The democratic voice of the
West was being heard in washington. Demands for the
extenslon of democracy were being expressed by a
rising labor class. The stolld aristocracy of the
East was trembling; for them the era was becomlng
too crass and vulgar for their sengltive tastes.
Cultured people still turned to Europe for their
literary pleasures but the nascent Amerilcan wrilters
were making thelr influence felt. Some well-read
people, like Rebecca Gratz, were wishing that
America might have 1ts own Walter Scott8 and the
rising popularity of James Fenimore Cooper seemed
to be a response to that wish. Referring to "The
Spy", Rebecca expressed the feeling that here was a
work "at no great distance from the best novel
writing of the present day."9

But the engrossing topic of the parlor clrcle
was politics, which, with the passage of time, be-~
came more confusimgvas the sectlonallst demands
made themselves felt throughout the country. Re-
becca's political sympathles never crystallized into
a definlte or consistént program of thought. When
her brother, Ben, became frilendly wilth Henry Clay,

she too became hls ardent admirer, supporting his
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constantly dlsappolnted candidacy for the presidency,
and she followed wilth a sympathetlc eye his entire

10 However, her admiration for him

political career.
was not 8o blind that she was unable to eritlicize
him. When he duelled with John Randolph following
the disputed election of 1824 (when Clay aroused
antipathy and was accused of having made a "bad
bargain” to keep Jackson out of the presidential
office,) Rebecca, in splte of family loyalty, ex-
pressed her disapproval:

", ..for the honored secretary [Clay] some-

thing better might have been expected

than that he should from his elevated

station set such an example, breaking

the laws of God and his oouiiry...o
shame, where 1s thy blush?'=:

She shared the aristocratic distaste for the
backwoodsman, Andrew Jackson, and reported with
some glee how he was hanged 1n effigy in the streets
of Philadelphia.l? Writing to Maria, she said: "I
hope the next President we get from the West will
do you more honor and ug more good.'l3

But there were deeper currents of dlssensilon
to disturb Rebecca. The rising Abolitlonlst move-
ment, which had its origins in the South, had become

vocal in the North. As to the actual program of the
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movement she never expressed her views conclusively,

but there could be no doubt about her opposition to

1t.

She was disturbed and dismayed by the violence

which accompaniled it:

"You must think us quite in a state of law-
lessness and outrage on this side of the
mountaing from the account of the rlots of
violence committed in our ciltles. It i1s
really disgraceful to one --- peaceful com-
munlties that such should occur. I do

not know how the misJudging phllanthroplsts
can reconclle themselves to the effect
they have produced by making the black i
population obnoxious to their neighbors,“l

She had lilttle sympathy for these Abolitionists;

they were a nulsance, tampering with the tranquility

of the nation. There was no expresslon of sorrow

for thelir misfortunes when she reported the action

of a Philadelphia mobz:

"Our city has been dlsturbed with fires,
too, but of a different character. Here
the destroying element was klndled by a
mob to put down another nuisance - a
conventlon of Abolltionists - a female
convention. The immense bullding put

up by their soclety in 6th Street was
demolished in sight of crowds of citi-
zens, and firemen would only work on the
adjoining bulldings. There never was

a more strong expresslon of public
feeling."15

The age of Jackson wag a turbulent one and there

were multitudinous forces at work to keep it exclting.
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The struggle over the National Bank, whilch had begun
in Jackson's first administration, had set Nicholas
Biddle of Philadelphla againgt the president and his
followers. It was only one manifestation of thils
turbulent era of Amerlcan history. The tricky and
unserupulous finsncial operations engaged in by Biddle,
illustrating everything vicious and unsound in
banking, were finally revealed to the public eye

when the bank was suspended for the second and last
time. When 1t fell, it attempted tq carry down with
it most of the banks in the country, and financial
losses were tremendous. As Albert Gallatin stated:
"The mismanagement and gross neglect, which could in
a few years devour two-thlrds of a capltal of thirty-

five millions, are Ilncomprehensible and have no

parallel in the history of panks."16  Rebecca gave an
interesgting description of this cﬁlmination of events

in her letters to WMiriam Cohen:

"This city has been in a great state of
excltement today on account of the sus-
pengion of the U.S. Bank. 8Such calamity
1s apprehended, such wlde spreading ruin
to individualg and Institutions, that
one cannot but feel at every pore for
the suffering nation. A wlt hag sald
that corporations are bodieg with no
souls, and I would think the men that
compose them are partakers of the same
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nature. They seem to feel so little com~
punction in degtroying each other. From
the day the U. 8. Bank resumed specie
payments untlil yesterday at three o'elock,
such continued heavy drafts were pouring
on 1t from New York and Boston and other
places that 1t 1s completely done up.

So much of Glrard's legacy was invested
in 1ts stock that the beautiful college
wlll have to remain unfinished and
another generation of Orphans be deprived
of its benefit."l

Normally, her sympathies may have been wilith
Blddle, but too many people were suffering because
of him. Even the Orphan Society had had a small
investment in his bank and were losers among the

others experiencing the throes of a general de-

18

pression.

"How are the mighty fallen!" Mr. Biddle's
letters do not appear to change public
oplnion on his character, tho' they in-
volve many others in censure...

"Our orphan socilety are sufferers by the
bank - they own forty shares. But private
grief's among wldows and orphans are much
more deplorable. The Mlgses Etting are
obliged to give up thelr pleasant hospl-
table home..."k '

"Too truly have her sons disgraced her,
and the whole community are suffering.
Yet I trust there are enough righteous
lef't to save her from utter condemnation.
The name of Biddle 1lsg almost a term of
reproach. 20
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Class congciousness may have been a constant
motivating.factor in Rebecca's thinking, detesting
the vulgar and the common as she did; but justice
and righteousness were virtues which allowed no
class divisgilon. Democraﬁy, ap 1t was being shaped
in America, did not come up to the aesthetlc stan-
dards cultured people might demand; yet, in spite
of this weakness, in her thinking the humblest
cltizen had to be defended agalinst the encroach-
ments of those more wealthy and powerful than he.
This passion for the right could be shaded at times
by family interest or by her aristocratic tastes
and feelings, but there were, simultaneously, other
motivating factors at work. There was national
pride to be considered; there was the constant well
of deep religious feelings to be drawn from. These
were intermixed, creating a love for her country
and meking her suspilcious of anythlng that tampered
with the purlity of its democratic traditions, how-
ever displeasing to the senses the current manifeg-
tations of that tradition had become. Religlon,

democracy, national pride -- these were the currents

flowing through her mind.

SONE
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When the Native American movement reared 1its
ugly head in the country, seeking the purification
of American blood from "forelgn stock" that might
act as an instrument for the overthrow of the
government, there came in its wake a succession of
murderous riots.“t The scene of the beginning of
fhese disturbances was lald in Philadelphia in 1844,
where the Catholics (Irish) were singled out by a
howling mob. Irish homes were set aflame; Catholle
churches were burned, and finally, when the police
were unable to handle the situation, martlal law
waé declared. After a brief skirmish between the
troops and the mob, the rioting ceased, having
lasted almost two months.

Rebecca's reactilon to thils affalr called forth

a virulent affirmation of demoecracy, recognlzing as

she did what a threat to democracy and to America

the perversion of religlous freedom could be. America

must accord the rich gift of freedom to all, without

digtinetion.

M. ..The whole spirit of religion is to
make. men merciful, humble, and Jjust. If .
guch teaching was preached by the pastors
to thelr own congregatlons and the charge
of others left to thelr own clergy, God
would be better served and human soclety
governed more in accordance wlth His®

holy commandments. ‘
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"...Unless the strong arm of power
is raised to support the provisions
of the Constitution of the United
States, securing to every religion
the privilege of worshipping God
according to her own consclence,
America willl be no longer the happy
asylum of the oppressed and the
secure dwelling place of religion."22

America was a natlon of brothers, an embodiment
of the ideal of human brotherhood. There had been
times when she feared that this brotherhood might
be dilsrupted, as in 1832 when John C. Calhoun had
been agltating for nullificatidn of the so«oalled
tariff of abomilnations, and South Carolina had
pasged an ordinance to that effect. The fthreat
that "American blood should be spilt by American
hands"23 had frightened her then. But her concept
of brotherhood went beyond the confines of national
borders. As she herselfl expressed it during tﬁe
Mexican War:

"Now I wlsh we may have honorable peace,

which suits us better than the most

brilliant victory. Somehow I have never
been able to separate the l1dea of human
brotherhood with our enemles, so as to
rejoice at the multltude of slain and
wounded by our success in --- , and the
horrors of a battle fleld ripe before
me, tho'! Spanlards oy savage Indlans

are strewn upon 1t."2h
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There was a great shock coming, one which it
seemed she would be too old to bear. The rumblings
of the conflict between North and South, which had

been muffled before, gradually rose in intensity.

Civil War was approaching and a woman of seventy-

nine years felt that she was to be caught in the
midst of it; Frignds and relatlves were living in
North and South, and even Iln the uncertaln border
states. She stood aghast as the states of the
Bouth began thelr all too orderly secession from
the Unlon, the Unilon which she believed must be
preserved. Bubt the thought of bloodshed was more

than she could endure:

"My Dear friend, I cannot tell you, with
what grief of heart I dwell on the troubles
of our beloved country, or how I lament
that Georgla the noblest state in the
South hag so hastily become one of the
geceders - my hope of the preservation of
the Union never degerted me and I still
believe, could the voice of the people
be heard, peace and equal laws would be
restored undeér the constltution of the
Unlted States. This would be as accep-
table to you and our darling Miriam as
to ourselves. I do not belleve any
portion of our country will be as happy
divided as they have been together, and
the frightful aspect of civil war, into
which hot-headed politlcians seem to be
hurrying, is too appalling to be endured.
I am shocked at the part the women of
Charleston take in these terrible out-
breaks. Can they forget how the women

A
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of France added to the horrors of the
French Revolution? (God forbilid that a
drop of brothers hlood should be spllt,
and I feel that every American stands
in that light to each other. I live
in the hope you suggest, that some ar-
rangement may restore us, but I fear
there 1s 1little comparison between
Abraham and Lots poslition and ours -
Abraham was Jjust, noble and falthful,
redeemed Lot when in trouble, gave him
a cholce of positlion, when he grew too
rich and numerous, to dwell near his
Uncle, and they parted without a
quarrel.

"Give dear love to my precious Miriam.
Pardon me for this weak womanish
1etter”and believe meﬁeyith sincere
affection and esteem. =2
Now events had carried themselves too far.
There was not "wisdom and virtue enough left to
effect that blessed end, to 'pour oll on the
troubled waters'" and reunite the nation in
bfotherhood and beace.26 Rebecca felt impotent,
all her years crowded together into this one
period of time, and her sorrows multiplied them-
selves with each_succeeding day as she worriled
for Miriam‘aﬁd her children in Georgla, loyal to
the South, and Ben and hils famlly in Kentucky,
a border state which after much tumult remained

with the Union.2!

"My period of usefullness ig passing away
and yet my dear Miriam I do not feel more
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feeble than when you last saw me; then
alag private griefs were all my own, now
sorrow on gorrows multliply. The dis-
tracted state of our beloved country,
the horrors of Civll war, separation
from dear friends and multitudes of un-
known troubles seem to pour over us i1n
frightful array. It strikes me there
is no glory in such a warfare, which
ever slde succeeds, his brothers fall.
I have not yet learned to narrow my
patriotism to a single sectlon of my
country...May God preserve you and

all you love from the terrors of the
night2§nd the arrows that flyeth by

i

day.

It was imposslible to be completely obJjectlve
in such a situation. Emotions were involved and
were called into play with the reading of daily
news reports telling of the progress of the con-
fliet. However much she yearned for peace to come,
quickly putting an end to the fratricide,.she
understood and believed that the Unlon had to be
preserved. But must 1t cost so much 1in human
lives?

In the late summer of 1861, Ben's youngest son,.
Cary, was killed fighting with the Union army in
Migsourl. Her correspondence with Miriam Cohenvin
Savannah had practically been cut off for all in-
tents and purposes; and yet, 1ln the mldst of these
anxieties, she was able to muster the necegsary

strength to write letters of comfort to Ben. Her
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resiliency was amazing. On the eve of Rosh Ha-

shanah she wrote Ann Gratz:

"I can never be sufficiently grateful
to you for your affectionate considera-
tion in keeping me informed of my
beloved afflicted Brother's condition.
I pray most fervently that God will
comfort him, and that the efforts of
his friends may be succesgsful in ob-
taining for him the consolation of
having the mortal remains of our noble
beloved Cary recovered from the fatal
battle ground...we have the blessed
hope that the eye of God dwells on his
resting place and on the great day

of resurrection, as foreshown through
Ezeklel's vision, the Great God's
volce will be heard bldding the dead
to arise and the battle fleld restore
to each his Just proportion. 'Can
these bones live, Thou O Lord God
knowest.' How constantly has this
gsolemn revelation dwelt on my mind
since our beloved Cary fell, and fThe
difficulty of recovering his body has
agitated my thoughts. Would I could
ald your plous efforts to soothe my
dear Ben's grief. I know he 18 sur-
rounded by the tenderest of care and
has sincere sympathlizers in all who
approach him. The time will come when
the honors due to hls noble son will
enter Into his heart now too full of
mourning. "

Perhaps Cary's death encouraged her own feelings
towards the support of the cause of the Unlon. In
December of 1861 she set the Female Hebrew Benevolent

Society to work caring for the destitute famlliles

of those men who had been called into military service.

30 |
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Her age was not to prevent her from belng actiﬁe, and
she dlscovered that she was not as uselegs as she
supposed. She even chalred a meeting called by The
Woman's Branch of the Unlted States Sanitary Com-
mission.3l But with all her acti?ity, her thoughts

were continually disturbed:

"It 1s hard to reconcile our conflicting
feelings when so many wlth whom we have
~--= 1in bonds of love, and are gtill so
dear, entertaln opinions Iin which we
cannot sympathize, altho' thelr destiny
seems influenced by them. I thank God
that my beloved brother is safe, that
his home is safle from assault and the
state so dear to him has come out so
nobly in the right cause...

"0f our home clrcle I have not much
cheering to relate today. Dear Miriam,
too, has everything at stake. Her son
probably in the Southern Army, and

her husband devouted to its cause.

Her letters have hitherto been self-
possessed and cheerful, full of love
and tender interest for us all...Il am
sure she wlll not leave her husband...

"The Major [Mordecal] too, is so changed,

go sad and spirit-broken - I think sacri-

ficed to family influence. Yet he is

no doubt a sympathizer wlth the South,

tho!' too hgnorable to join in the re-

bellion."32

"There are so many among us who have sympathles
‘with oﬁr rebelllous countrymen and women that no one
who entertaing such oplnlons or feelings are at all

embarrassed in expressing them," Rebecca unhapplly
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noted .33 The war had succeeded in dividing families
for more réasons than Jjust geographical locatlon.
Ben's son, Howard, always at odds wlth his father,
announced his loyalty to the Bouth, vexing every
member of the family, including Rebecca:

"It vexes me that Howard should mix

with the evil splrits which float about

the communilties while all he holds

dear are dependent on the success of

the government. There are many around

us also who are very near homgll but

have not --- to do mlschief.”

The bitter war raged on and Rebecca lived on to
see 1t end on April 9, 1865. The famlliar friends
who had become enemles became frilends once moré,
and her last years could be peaceful ones. She
watched the nation bind up its wounds and set out
on a new era of 1ts development. It was a far
different America that she left in 1869, when she
died, from the one she had known before. B8he had
lived with 1t for such a long time, watched it grow
and mature. And although her life had been full

and rich, she must have given a sigh of deepest

regret as she departed, never to see 1t agaln.

Tt e,




T

NOTES
AND

s,

BIBLIOGRAPHY




~107~

This work, almost in its entirety, has been
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in the following places: The American Jewish His-
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