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DIG·EST OF THESIS 

This thesis deals with Rabbinical changes in Biblical 

marriage prohibi t:1.o:n.s, as demonstrated :tn the speci:t'io laws 

concerning Ammonites and Moabites, on the one hand, and 

Edomites and Egyptians, on the other hand. 

The Deutaronomio legislator (Deut. 23: 3-8) distin

guishes between the four above-mentioned nations. The first 

two can never intermarry with Israelites. 'l1he reason given 

is their inhumane treatm0nt of the wandering Israelites, as 

the latter travelled from the wilderness of Sinai to Canaan. 

·Toward the second group, the legislator is more lenient 

by the third generation, they are to be allowed to marry in

to 11 th® Lord.' s community"., These laws a.re in keeping wi.th 

the endogamic tendencies among the Israelites wh:1.ch date 

back to the Patriaarchs. As part of Josiahfs Reformation in 

622 BOE, this prevailing custom was crystallized in law. 

The emphasis upon prohibitions relating to 1ntermarr1-

!'il.ge is often a product of reformations which come to forti

fy the national spirit in times of crisis. Four attacks on 

intermarriage took place throughout Jewish history, in this 

context. They may all be seen as an end result of revolu

tions stemming from a national crisis. The fir$t of these 

is the J)euteronomic reformation; the second, the Restora

tion by Ezra and Nehemiah; the third, the victory of the 

Maccabees; and the fourth, the fall of Jerusalem in 70 OE. 

Oo.nv·ersion, as we know it today, is a Rabbinical inno-



vation. One of the purposes of this innovation was to legal

ize the marriage of Jews and Gentiles, under specific condi

t.ions, and to prohibit mixed marriages. In keeping with the 

principle of basing the source of Rabbinic changes on the 

Bible (whene·ver possible), the Rabbis attributed to Boaz the 

permission for .Ammonlte and Moiabl te women to marry Israel

ites, upon conversion. According to the Rabbis, Sennacherib, 

by ''intermingling- the nations", created a legal situation in 

which .A.mmoni tes, Moabi tes ill 1~domi tes a.re indistinguishable 

from the other nations. Therefore, like all other nations, 

they are permitted to convert, and to marry, upon conver

sion, in the first generation. By this legal evasion, they 

virtually annuled the major part of the Biblical prohibi

tion. Sine@ the Egyptians were still a living reality dur

ing the Middle Ages, however, the law concerning them re

mained a subject of legal discussion throughout the Codes of 

the entire period. 
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