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...a.. 

Pirqe Aboth is the best knovn or the tractates of tbe Mish.

nab. It has been translated into many languages. and is available 

to any will.i.ng reader. Wbat is sorely lacking, however, is 

the handmaiden to this classic, :llllllel,y, the rabbinical. exegesis 

and COJlll'llentary ul)On its text. This is accessible only to those 

well-versed 1n Hebrew, for it has never been rendered into 

the vemacular; therefore, 1 translation is necess3.J7. 

Rabbi Obadiah or Bertinoro's co111111entary on Pirqe Aboth 

has been acce9ted 1n Jewish circles as the classic work 1n this 

fiel:3 . It 13 briet, topical, infonutin, yet directly to the 

point . It is the most important work on Firqe Aboth, but 1s 

not available 1n 'Snglishi thus, I ban chosen to translate it. 

The Pirqe Aboth contains si.x chapten,, tbe last(probab]l') 

bein~ an addendum. Rabbi Obadiah or Bertinoro has co:nmented 

only on the original !'in chapters. The translation of and 

explanatory notes to Rabbi Obadiah of Bertinoro's oommentary 

to these chapters of Pirqe Aboth are contained within this the

sis. 
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PREFAC! 

Through the years countless books arv:S articles haft 

been written about Pirqe Aboth by man., scholars and men or 

religious learning. These aN anllable in alllost every lan

~age to an;r interested reader. What baa been Hriously lack

ing. however, is the availability ot !lledinal and renabsance 

rabbinic exegesis u90n the text of Pi.rqe Aboth. Having been 

written in the ltJJoly Tongue,• these variws Hebrew coaentarles 

have remained inaccessible to all wt the verr tw who are 

.tamiliar with the tongue. Toe author, being aware or this 

:iroblem a,¥j feeling that the availability of such material 

in the vernacular i s urgently needed, baa therefore written 

~hi s transle tion of Rabbi Obadiah or Bertinoro' s c0111111entarJ 

to the Pirqe Aboth. since his is considered to be a classic 

·•ork. 

or course. it would' have been i11!IX»ssible to IS o this by 

ffl¥Sel.f. I l!ll1st therefore thank both the Hebrew Union College 

Li brary and the Library or the &reau or Jewish Fl:Jucation in 

Cleveland • Ohio. for t heir endless aid in providin~ me with 

t he necessary t exts and source materials. Special thanks 

are al so .::ue ?A.r. Joseph Quzik, 1-'.r. 3ernaru Hehl.d.n , and i-tr. A.Jan 

Fuchs !or their invaluable assistance in tems or alleviating 

many textual obscurit ies. 
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I am indebted to Miss Susan Schwarts tor her caretul 

preparation ot iv manuscript, and to rq beloftd parents, vbo 

first introduced. ae to this world ~ knowledge. Monover, I 

aa particularl.7 grateful to rq beloftd tiancee, Roberta Schwartz, 

who vas rq constant source ot encourag8Dlent, rrr:, foremost critic, 

1113 proofreader par excellence, and without tmolll this thesis 

could never have been fully accomplished. 

I would also like to thank Dr. Alexander GuttmaM, my 

referee, whose adVice and encOU1'8gement cannot be told in mere 

words. 

Ar translations are taken .t'l"Oll the J~sh Publication 

Society translation of The Bp1y Scriptw,p - 1917, Jewish 

Publication Society, Philadelphia. Tal.Dludic quotes are tro11 

the standardized Hebrew versions, the translations ot which 

being from The Ba.brl.gpiAn Talp. edited by Rabbi Jr. I. lip. 

stein, London, The Sonchino Press. 1948. All material en

closed 1n parentheses which appears vithin the text are rq 

own additions, and do not appear 1n the Hebrev. 
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I I 

INTRODUCTION 

Obadiah (Iareh) Ben Abra.baa Bertinoro was bol'n in Ita]s 

about 1450 C. E. and died in Jei,aaalem about 1510 c. E. Be 

vas a student or Joseph b. SololftOn Colon and became rabbi 

in Bertinoro (a town 1.n northem Ital.Y from which he derim 

bis na11e) and in Costello. In 1486 be was motivated to n.1-

grate to Palestine. am began bis joumey on October 29. 

Arter traveling through Naples, Salerno. Pal-...:>. Bhodes, 

an:l Alexandria, he arrived 1n J8Na&l .. on Mlrcb 25, 1488. 

With his arrival a new era began tor the Jewish collllllUldt.r ot 

Palestine, which was then in a tdsenble condition ot ignor

ance and povert1 • an.i subjected to W1called-tor perseC\ltion 

by the ~balllmedan govemaent. 

He was elected chi.et rabbi or Palestinian Jf!W'f7, and 

t hrough his assets ot strong personality-, eloquence. an:t 

scholarship. be ilaediatei., succeeded in raising the intellec

t ual level ot the C0111111W\ity in subjects or Jewish concem. 

',,Sith l!l0Jle1 acquired through connect.ions tn Ital,T. he took 

on the responsibility ot supporting the poor. He also nego

tiated wit h the government tor better tax conditions tor 

?alestinian Jews. 

The expulsion ot the Jews !l'Oa Spain in 1492 resulted 

in their settling in Palestine in great numbers. aert.inoro 

becaae their leader, aid established a Yeshiff ~ other 

benevolent institutions in Jei,as&l•• 

As a result or Bertinoro•s decade ot leadership, during 

1. 
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which the condition ot Palestinian Jetrr7 greatly improvai, 

his £qe ard repu.tation spread throughout the entire Orient. 

He was regarded as a rabbinical authority or the highest de

gree, whereby Mohaaaedans even came to him -with legal cases. 

Bertinoro is most well-known and r•embered tor his co111111entar;r 

on the Misbnah. The importance ot this work, and t he manner 

cf' his acbieveaent can best be SWIiled up b.Y the tolloving 

1ynopeis. 

"Bertinoro 1s u.sual.l,y known as the best. 
comHDtator ot the Mishnah; the illpor
tance ot his cOlllllltlfttaey is Uhlstrated 
by the tact th•t since its appearance 
(Venice. l.549) hardly an edition ot the 
z.a.shnab has been printed Without 1t; 
even 5'lrenhu1s 1n bis Latin translation 
ard coiaentaey upon the Misbnah (Amster
dam. 1698-170:3) translated Bertinoro. 
I ts excellenee ·ues 1n the tact that be 
selected the best attorded by Rashi and 
Maimonides and gan this 1n c1ear and 
easil,y comprehensible fashion, 1n the 
1111.tter ot originality, however, Bertinoro 
does not approach his distinguished pre
decessors, nor nen his successor in

1
the 

department, Yoia-Tob LipmaM Heller." 

11 ••• He wrote his collUllentar;y or the Mish
nah. It COl'1J)ris es the entire Mishn.ah 
coyering eyeey tract.ate, and 1.s a.t ooa. 
plete as possible. It is written With a. 
view ot explaining the Hishnah to those 
who make a special study- of it apart 
from the Gemarah. His method is a.. 
cept1onal.ly- well-adapted tor this pul\o
pose. He explains eveey word and ex
pression Which needs explanation, but 
his priJQary interest lies in clarify-
ing the meaning ot whole passages. His 
trMtllent 1s both detailed and inclu
sive. in&SlllllCb as he interprets the MS.Sb .. 
nab in accordance with the results arriv
ed at in the discussions ot the Yemarah. 
Bert.inoro also supplies all necessar,y 
details regarding the subjects treated 

? . 



in the various }!ishnoth, even if t hese are 
not i;i\•en in the Gemarah il!ll1\ediately ad
joinin; t he~e particular :•J.shnoth. He 
does not deviate from his main purpose , 
that of conunentin§; upon the text , and 
therefore, his work contains no pil
pulistic or scholastic discussions . Hence, 
its great val ue. As a rule, he gives one 
interpretation t o a passage, only on rare 
occasions offerin:! two, quoting tha second 
in the na.~e or the author. Very few 
sources are given by our cO!ll!llentat,:,r exce~t 
that of Mai:iionides' co!lllllentary on the m.sh
nah which ls mentionro quite frequently ••• 
To all other qualities, we D1Ust also add 
that of style which is clear and concise 
and very seldom verbose. Ali these quali
ties made t he work or Obadiah the stan
dard commentary on the :-J.shnah which i s 
printed in all editions. 112 

J 



CBAPrER I 

1:1 

Moaes £!C•1ftd the Torah on Sip&\' 

I say, that since thia tractate is not baHd on azt7 of the precept.a 

ot the Torah like the other tl'9.etates of the Mbhnah,l bllt N'ther 

all of it consist• ot ethical tNchinga and cbal"&eter-traitai and since 

th• non.Jewish philosophers alao coaq,oMd book• abwt ethical bebanor 

vbich they arbitrarily invented 1n their own ainds - (naael.7) bow one 

should oonduet hiuelt toward bis tellov Mn - tberetore, the Tanna2 

began this tractate With, "Moses receifld the Torah on ·s1na111 , in older 

to intorw J011 that the sages ot the Mishnab did not invent ari>itrarilT 

in their Olln llims the character traits and ethical teacbings vhicb are 

towld in this tractate, but ffel'l these also lf8l"8 said on Sinai. 

On Sinai 
From Him who renaled HiaHll on Sinai. 

To the eldep 

11 ••• Tbat oa.tli-..1 Joshua, •• ") And these All8 elders tranmdtted it to 

other elders until the;y reached the begimdng or the era ot the prophets, 

Who were 111 the Priest4 and Salmel ot Rama.5 

IP the Mp of the Grpt Aasabl.y 

There were one-mmdred and tvent7 elders: Zffllbbabel, Seraiah, Ree

laiah, Mordecai Bilsban, 7 who llnd 1n the da,ya ot Esra when the;y N

tumed trom the Exile 1n the time of the Second Temple; and also in• 

eluded amongst th• were Haggai., 8 Zecbarlah, 9 Malachi, lo Neh-1.ah, the 

son ot Hacallab,11 and their colleagues. And they were called the 



1. S 

Great Aasembl.7 beoaue • ••• they rntored the Cl"OVII ot tbe di.Tine attn

bates to 1te ancient coapleteneas.•1.2 For Mo••• said, • ••• the grat 

Ood, th• aight7 and the avtul ••• •lJ Je~h and Dan1e1 cAM bat d1d not 

NT • ••• lligbt7 and avtu.l ••• •14 aat the., :restored th• (attn.bat .. ) 

as the., origina~ werelS tor the., said •Therein 11• His ldght.7 dffd• 

am therein lie His a1d'ul povers,16 tor 11' this were not so. boll coald 

a people like tb11 (Israel) be able to Gist. contronted by' so __,. 

nations t •17 

They said u.u;r things, wt the,. said these three things upon vhi.ob th• 

preaenat.1.on ot the ToN depends. 

Bf d•)1pte ip ,1pdppt 

It a cue baa ccae batore you once or twice or three tilles beto:re. do 

not sa:,, "Thia oaa• baa al.Nady OOll9 before • and I haft renewed 

it tw or three tiaes J)J'ffioQsly•; rather, be deliberate - that 1•• 

wit bet.c,re 10'l render th• decision. 

Raiae up ppy difcip\ee 

This is contrary to Rabbi Gamllel, vbo said, "No disciple vbo•• in

•14• is not as hi.a outside may enter th• Beth ha-Midraah. •18 Thus, 

ve l•m that one shoald tea.ob Torah to &J110n• and need not 1nftst.1gate 

bia, pronding that it ls not .anifestl.7 knowrl that bla act1.ona are 

oori,ipt and that hi• repatation is bad. Another meaning derlftd 

1'rOll this la, "Ir be bad disciples 1n his youth, be sbauld also haft 

di.soiplea in bia old age. For it is said, 'In the 110m1ngl9 SOW' tbT 

seed and 1n the ff9hing20 withhold not thine hand 121.•22 

And ppke a fsce row'lC! the 'for1lb 



A fence so that one Will not becoae tearpted to Violate biblical pro

hibitaey lava, tor example. rabbinical teachings •~t 1nout ot 

second degree.23 amt Sbebath,24 as it is written, •n.eretore ahall.,. 

keep 11:, oharge ••• •2.S {which 1a 1nterprete:i u) •Pronde a charge to 

flJY charge •• 26 

One qt the last suryiI9£9 

tor aft.er allot th• died. the tradlt!on 

ns lett 1n his possession. Ard be was the High Priest alter Esre.27 

He used to say 

That is, "He was 1n the habit ot aa,ing". And, likwiee, •"'7 (oo

aurrence or) "Rabbi so-aad-so sqs" and "H• used to aa,y" vb1ch are 1n 

this tractate, ba·H aa their aeaning, "Be as in the habit ot A71ng". 

Dat world if baaed 

5. 

For it Iarael had not accepted the Torah, the heaftrl and earth would not 

haft been created, tor it is written: • ••• It rv covenant be not With 

day and night. it I haft not appointed ordinances or heaftll and 

etrth ••• , 281129. 

Upon Diyine service 

That is, the sacrt.rio1al. sern.ce, ror thus we learn in the trect&te 

ot Taam.th, •were it not tor the MaaMdoth,30 the h•nin an:I the -.rth 

would not have been establishe:t. •J! And ve fu1d that, because ot the 

sacrifices that Noah ottered. the Hol,y One messed be Re prold.sed that 

he would not bring a nood upon the world.)2 Thus, the world exists 

bec~u~e or sacrifices. 



Alp upon the practice of charl ty 

As it is written" " ••• Fol" ever is mercy buUt ..... JJ Acta or charity 

are: to make nevl.yw&:3 s happy, to colll.f'ort t he mourners, to visit the 

sick, to bury the dead, and acts similar to these. 

A Reward 

This i s an expression or value ( 

translated into Arama1cJ4 as 11•Ja,1a 

,,v)". valuation is 

;1tJ5 that is, i,omething which 

a man voluntarlljr gives to so111eone who works for him, but to wholll he 

is not obligated by J.av to gin aeythinr,; - tor ex&llll)le, something 

that a man gives to bis younger son or to his vite or to his al.Ave 

because of the satisfaction that they afforded him. A 111&n should not 

serve his Creator even for the hope o.f such Ji reward, but (should 

be motivated) by love alone • 

.And let the fear or Heaven be uoon you 

Even though yoo serve out of love, also serve out of f ear. For one 

\Ibo serves out of love is careful about the positive cOl'lllllandlllents 

and one who serves out of fear is careful about the prohibitions (as 

well), and so his aem.ce is cOT11plete. And thus our sages of blessed 

m8MOey said, "Serve out or love and serve out of £ear. You shall serve 

out of love, for should you come to hate, know that you love, and one 

Who loves cannot bate. tou should serve out or fear, for should you 

COllle to despise. know that you tear. and one who fears cannot despise. 1tJ6 

!ose1 the son of Yoezer1 ot Zeredah1 and Yose1 the son ot Yocbapa91 



AU the Tanndia that aN listed in the cbapt.er are in •pa1.rs.•J7 

(WheN it s&73) so-and-so and so-and-so NCe:iftd the tradition ho• 

ao-and-so and so-and-so, the first 119Dt1oned (ot each pair) is the 

Naa1.J8 a.rd the latter actioned 11 the Ab Beth Dln.'.39 

Let thJ Mlft bf I •ttHos bque tor th• nae 

8. 

Shou.ld tbe vise want to gather and llfft, let p,ur house be prepared 

tor sucb a thing, so that they be acwstomed to say, •r.et us gather in 

eo-and-ao 's hollH," tor it is iapoasible that 70IJ not l•m 8GIM Via

doa troa Ula. A parable is told: To What •Y this be OOllpl.Ndf 

To one who entered a spice store. Bym tboqb he bought nothing. 

nevertheleH, he retained th• pleasant saell and carried it •WT 

nth bia.40 

Sit YM•t th• dyt ot t.beif tee\ 

That 11 to say- tbat you should walk after th•• tor on• vbo •lks 

ra.1sea duet with bu reet and on• no follows hUI 1s ooftred With 

th• dust that the tonaer bas raised vitb his feet • 

.Another explanation: that you should sit at thwir fHt upon the grnnd. 

For thus the7 used to do, tb teaohe.r sat on a bench am th• student• 

sat at his feet on the groww:5.41 

Apel drink 1n their vprd• !1th t.hkf!: 
Like a thirsty- aan Vbo $'inks until aatbtaction, and not Uk• a •U

ated un vbo bas just tinisbed hi• ..._l am dHpiaes •ND 9"et and 

tine things. 

i:.s 
Let thy hpsae be 9P!D Vi.de 

Like the hou$~ or .Abr:thaM, may h• rest in peace. vbich •• open tn 
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all tour d1reot.1oas so that Tiaiton need not search in order to 

nns the door. ""2 

Let YI• poor be l!IWf ot tv msfhold 
And on• abould not bar ala't"H to Hl'ft Ma. It 1s better that a 

Jw benetlt fl'OII his propert7 than an ottspring ot •t11• cuned 

canaanite."43 

TM! •ppl\!f !DP tow'• ovp yU• 

Since be says "With rsnn "'-4- and not. "With r.- .-'5 ve learn 

that •this applies enn to one's own Vite.• There are s011• wbo eJr. 

plAin ••• to on•'• ovn v1te• as (aeanlng) onl7 when she 1s 1n th• 

period ot Mnst.N&tion, 110 taat one should not becaae aca.aetoMd to 

ain. a&t troa th• words ot the Mlabnah 1t appean (this appllea) 

even U on••a vi.te 1• pue.46 And ttma oar rabbis ot bleaaed ...,17 

said, •• w deolaret.b unto un what 1• his tbolagbt ••• •47 Even the 

Ugbt. superfluous conn:rsation bet.ween a .an and his Vite 1s told to a 

person at the time ot Judgment - emept U he bas to procure her tawr 

tor the precept. like R&Y, vbo coonrsed and jested and pertonaed laia 

deeds • .48 

Hence the sages er: 
aabb1 Judah l:an-Ras1. 49 Who redacted the Mi.sbnah, wrote that troa the 

words ot that sage vho said, •And •PP not 1n mch gosatp vltb vo-

111111:i. • the sages learned to say, "Whoso engag .. in mch goasip with 

w0111en brings ettl upon hiase1t.• 

I tound it written tbat when a 1111,n tells his vite 'llbat baa happened 

to hl~ - •that aucb•&l'd•sucb occurred to •• vi.th so-and-so" - she 



10. 

aoqcairea thb (Wonatloll) tor the pupoN ot 1Doitin& aa arc ,at. 

Tb1a 1• like l.orab llbo told Id.• wit• what Moau blc1 done. tat • 11114 

ottered the Lnlta tor a •w-ottertng,SO ad vi.th these wrcl• Ille 

1noited an arpamt with bill • .Sl Or it uy ... , sinoe one tell.a bar 

lbat his Mlllll• dl...SS.t.ed and •bMe! Ida, ao sbe too dNpl,,w Ida 

in her heart, and ~• bl"inls ml. 11pon onuelt. 

Sino• .- 1a dl'UD toward ftin tblnge and doa not. blaST _...u "11.ll 

Torab. 

1,6 

lmM• HPMV • HIW£ 
Pe-Ma52 npl•1..-l that, .,. +Jv,ap w 1• aot •rtb.r to be ,-r t• ... , 

aake 11111 '1fJIU t..ober, bat, ocmftd•t.t•ll,,r, do not (nallJ') 1eana 

(troa hill). Bllt. t heard, OOllffl'IWII •PN-ftd• t-,.elt a tMcmer,• 

tbat one •boald aoqlliN on• teacMr for Id.Melt fl"OII vboa lie 

wUl a1-,. lam, aad not lean traa •• t-.__. toda1 and fNII .... 

ther the aut day. 

And .,,_ tbolagh they aid in Avodah Zarah, 

tr. oae weber on)T 1l1ll DftW Mid.we cr-t aoo••• • tbt1r w 
•lradT explained aad aid, 9tbe azla Olll.T •PP11•• to 1••-- ill locl

oal ded1aotta • that it 11 pod tor •• to MU' tb• lodaal d.._ 

t•• ot-. - mt,•• to oral trad!.U.1, it 1a l>Rter to leun tna 

_. aster ~. eo tbat osa• is not oonfu.S b7 th• ftl"lat!m 1a tall 

tnu uec1.■.S3 

Inn U ,- ban to &eqlliN bill Vitb aaoh aane;, ..S haw to 8peail 



110ne7 cm hill in order that ,oo. r,;,.7 acqm.re his loft. Bolfffer. vith 

respect to a teacher, it 1s not appropriate to sq IIQat tMe at-.. 

01aer.• since a teacher ahaGld teach tor nothing. 

!sf' -Ms~ all W 9b!:r\t'.-tbl.Y 

11 . 

Whtn something is 1n the balance ot a scale and there ia no lNDlng 

toaJd either aid• - tor nnpl•. aoaeane traa llbose actions..,. oannot 

know Whetb.- be be righteous or ml &ml who baa pertonaed a deed tor 

which it 1• possible to judge hh innocent or guilty • it la the pious 

ny to judge h1a 1nnooet. a&t in the cue ot a .an llho constantly 

do•• ml, it is pendtted to jadg• hill ga1.:ty, tor tbe., onlT •1d, 

"Be wbo entertains a sus¢.cion against innoc.-it Mn is bodily afflict

ed,•.54 which implies that llboner suapeets an nil 1Wl is not bodilT 

attlicted. 

Jm thu BE tJw • w ars»er 
So that TOil vUl. not be intluenced by bis actions, am 1110J'90nr, so 

that yau v1ll not be baned vith hill 1n bis tall - •ror voe to th• 

nil on• and woe to b1a aeighbor.•55 

Afpoc1&te at Vi.th the 111opd 

For tbu •1d the sages, •An,on• vbo keeps ooapany with ml aen, 

nen though be don not act as thq do, receives the same 1)&11Mnt u 

tbq do • • 56 To t,bat can this be C011pared f · To on• vbo entered a tan

neryi enn though he did not purchase anything, nevertheleaa be retain• 

ed a bad odor &Di carried it &ft7 Vith bint • .57 

And •bAJf!op ppt the belle! 1p, Ntribption 

So that 70ll not ea.,, •Tbia ml 111.n'a endea'fl>l'S are accesstul, I 



IV. 

12. 

shall go am! join hill ainoe the hour smiles on hia." TheNl'ore he 

sa.id, "And abandon not the ballet in retnblltion," that is, knaW that 

fttribution will COM upon h1a quiokl.T • ••• l'heref'ore his cal.aa1t7 

sball COIie suddenly • •• JS 

1:8 

(Ip the wa• S o£lioe) act not the coanHl I S pg:t 

Like those 11• vbo prepare and arrange the pl•• ot litigents before 

the judges, beoause it is torbidden tor a an to renal h18 decision 

to on• ot th• lltigents and A7 to him. "Do tbusl.J so that yw vUl 

win your case,• even though he knows that t'le judgment is in that an' s 

tawr. 

Another axp)•nation: "Th• coanael • s part• meana like the ch1et jQ► 

tioe, and ·this retera to a stud111t sitting before bis teacher llbo 1• 

speaking, that he sbcRlld not make biaselt Uk• one ot th• cbi.t juatices 

by- spak1ng prior to bi• teaoher vbile he is rendering a deoiaion.. 

"Th• counsel's part" ia an mq,reasion ot hat.hen court.s,S9 "Th• b-

then ooarts ot th• boa.ae of Dand.1160 

And traa others I beard, that you should not make ywn•lt like 

the ohiet justices bJ' forcing the lltigents to 0011e tor judpent 

before JW• 

t,t the botQ be regarded bz Yin as v1cked 

So yc:Nr heart will not incline tonrcl on• or th• saying, "So•and-ao 

1• illJ)ort.ant and would not present a ftlH plea.• For it ,oa think 

ttmsly, then you vUl not tind h1a gv.Ut.7. 

The verdict baying bNn acgu1epced in bY thea 
So that 1'0ll vUl not suspect. the gv.ilt7 plU't7 sa,ing, "Tbia .an-. a 



robber.• lllt 7r111 ebould. MT, •Perhaps be erred and did not intend 

to rob.• Or 1 t •7 mean, that U one ot thea vas obligated to take 

an oat.h and di.d. do not sq• ■ii• swore talsel.1 •" 

119 

194 bp heed1)ll of thJ m4• 
Tbat -the judge not. sa7, "Perhaps such-and-such vas the c&H• or, 

•u the epieod• OCCNJT'ld tblllly, then so-and-so 1a innocent,• tbe 

reault of these words being that th• lltigent Ol' the Vitn•• .. learn 

to 91q something that did not occur. 

UlO 

Sb-s:v MF' Ayt,al.Ypp 

Tbq were prose~• and duaendents ot Sennacherib. 61 And I h-.rd 

that since ATtalyon was tbe Ab Beth Din,62 he wa ginn tbis naae 

which aeans •tather ot 1111nors (1. e., orph,lna);•6) 1D as aaoh u 

a,~ H1.n8 'Sllllll c,nel 1n Araaaio, 1. •• u Rabbi Iocban&n aid, 

"Wben I -.a a bo)-"64 and "Lead torth soae bo)"ll and g1r1s.tt6S Here 

too, Avt.alyon -.eans •tat.her of orpbana (vbo are) Id.non." 

Lon work 
BYen though one has soae other SOUl"Ce or income, he is obligated to 

bllsy h11lself With worl<, •tor idleness leads to idioe:y.•66 

13. 

And do not say, "I aa a o--t .an ar¥! it. is a discredit tor • to 

work." For RaT said to RaY Iahanna, "Flay oaroasses 1n the auket 

place a?¥! earn wages aft! do not sa:, • I aa a priest and a great an and 

it is beneath rq dignit7. 1 ,.67 

Another explanation ot "Bate lordabip: • Shun practicing ponr o••r 

- - - - ---



tbe co-.ud.ty. tor the •ste1"7 bu.ri.es it.a posseseora. 

SS •• no 1nt.1•?1 111th !eh• :iaJ1or PP!!E 

In order to obtain nilerahip tbrcNgb it. Or •Seek no intillaa., Vitb 

the nllng power•~- aean - so that it will not aak• 70'l •in a,cainat 

,wr Maker as happened to Doeg the Awnnite.68 

The rv \rs pgver 

The goverment u called "the Nl1ng power ( ftlrt )" beca11se it 

bu the power ( lllC,, ) to act according to its vi.ah. 

1:u 

Be heedtul 01' 19ur words 

So that you do not leave room for heretics to err With your words. 

Lffl ye incur the ppltz o! ,., 'e 

That is. nen though 1n your location there a.re no heretics to err. 

7w ahould consider that sin Jdgbt cause you to incur the penalty of 

exile. An! 101& will be exiled to a pl.Ace Where there &re people 1lbo 

Jllisinte?'!)ret the ToNh. who are surnaaed "nil waters, " and tbq 

14 . 

will urderstami iaproper thin&s troa yo11r words. and the 1tud•t1 that 

ooae a1'ter YOll will drink words ot heres7 troa these veey mrda. 

And die 

For their sins. 

W the J•'!!Oll NMe be protaned 

For those vain thoughts will reaa1n 1n the world. juet. •• it happened 

to An~igonos of Solco vi.th z.adok and Vi.th i3oethus. bis st\&dents, when 

he said to th•, "Be not like servants who llinister to their •eter 

'llpon the condition ot receiving a reward." And the7 said, "Is it 

possible that a laborer work all day and labor and not receiYe a re-



•rd at enningl' And they and their students left Judaism and a.re 

called SadduCN8 and Boesthust.ana to tbis d&7.69 

1 112 

Be ot Q• disciples ot Aaron, ]e?195 peace apd Plt!'!)M R!!9! 

"nley explained in the Fathers according to Rabbi Natban.?O how 

15. 

Aaron lond peace. Whm be sav tvo 111en quarreling, he VOQl4 go to •ob 

ot th• 1-,,di.v1.dual.17 without the ot.her one knowing and sa7 to lwl. 

•IDot at your .friend re99nting and Slliting hiaselt beo&ll•• he bU 

sinned against you; he told ae to COIie to yov. so tb&t ,eu might 

torgin hill." And in this way, whm they 119 .. each other they 1IDll1d 

kiss one another. Haw did be draw men close to the Tol"1lh 1 When he 

knew of a man Vbo had sinned he became friends with him and (b7 N

ceiving him. kindly) showed him a shining tace. Then that man would be 

ashamed and say, "U this rlghteou.s aan knew rr evil deeds, hov tar 

tl'OII 11.e he would go.• Am because or this he would retum to good 

(ways). This ls what the prophet testltled ot bbl\ "He walked with 

Me in peace and uprightness, ar¥i did turn •nT away from :iniquit.7. •71 

A paae made great is a par destroye.t72 

He llhose name has spread afar because ot Nlership and l!lllstery vUl 

quick~ be destroyed because lllllstery burl.es its possessors. ,11 

1a an expression or~:,-,r,c spreading. The Targa ot 'l:X,O 1• 

,, .. 11 

He llho does not incnase his know1edge 

One who does not add to one•a knowledge. 
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Decreues it 
What one has al.read7 learned vUl ceaae from his aouth and one vill 

torget bis learning. And there are 60lll8 who read ')0~' 74 (instead 

ot ')10' ), as U to say, one will be gathered to his people and 

will die before his time. 

6R4 be vbo cloes not study: 

Is. worse than "he who does not increase his knovltdgei • theretare, 

•be deserves to die," that is, be ahould die; •s they said, •On• 
11&7 tear an Aa HaarH like a tisb ••••••••• and (tbia means) along 

his back.•78 

And be vbo ¥k"'a a worldl.Y use of tM crown {or the Torah) shall 
nass away 

One vho uses tbe crown ~ the Toi,ah like a man vho uses Ills tools 

•shall pass awa.y·• and lean the lft>rld ; tor •ll'I in AN.bic IIMns 

crown.76 

And there are some who explain (the word) "crown" by- the initial 

letters:?? Tat ( ti ), Gilael ( 1 ), Aleph ( & ) as (representing) 

student ,,0',n , !llln .,:.1 , another man a1~,n~ ; (aeani.ng) 

one is forbidden to use students wbo are not bis own. 

And I h•rd an explanation ot "and he who makes a wordt, use of tbe 

crown ot the Torah" as (meaning) one who uses the Tetragraaaton 

•w11 pass away• and perish for he bas no share in th• worl.:i to coae.?8 

tt I q not tor melt 

Ir I do not perform merit tor 111J,1SeU' Vbo vi.U pertora it tor uf 

And if I aa onl.Y tor gselt 



11 

And even it I have performed Merit for 1!11's•U what is this Dlerit7 

Am of vbat 1-portance is it in coaparuon to what I aa obligated to 

pertona? 

And M' pot gov, 

In this world. 

17. 

For atter death it is iJlpossible to pertora merit a.rq longer. Ano. 

ther explanation 1 •tt not now• (aeaas) - in the days ot youth, •then 

When?" Perhaps in old a ge I Will not have the opportunity. 

1:15 

F1x a period tor thy stgdf or the Torah 

So that your basic occupation both da;y and night will be in the Torah, 

and when you weary or the study you •Y work• not Ulat your basic 

occupation be work so that when you ban rree tlnse !ro11 vork you will 

occupy yourselt in Torah. 

And I round written "Fix a period tor thy study- of tbe Torah" (with 

the meaning) that ,ou sho\lld not make it harder tor ,ourselt and easier 

tor others, or harder tor others and easier tor yourself', hilt rather 

let your •Torah• be £1.xed the saae tor y(ll,l as tor others. And thus 

it says in En•, •For Ezra had set his heait to seek the la ot the 

Lord, Ind to do it, and to teach Israel statutes and ordinances1179-

just as he set his heart to do, so he taught the children or Israel. 

Saz little and do m1cb 

ls we !ind about Abraham our father ot blessed 1118110?'1', who initially-

said, •And I will fetch a morsel ot bread, •• n80 but in the end 

retched a calt tender and good, •• ..Sl 

• ••• 



- -

Am receive au B8A 

When you entertain guests in your house do not show a downcast face, 

tor anyone who has a downcast face is rega?ded as 1t' h&Ving given 

nothing eYen 1t' he had given all the gi.tts 1n the world. Sbamllai 

gave three forewarnings Nga?ding the three categories that Jerell1.ah 

raentioned: vise an, mighty .an, and rich man. 82 Regarding the vise 

man he said, "Fix a period tor thy stud7 of Torah." Regarding the 

rich man be said, "Say little and do auch.• Regal'ding the aighty aan 

be said, "ReoeiTe all •en with a chee.rf\ll counteoance,• tbat 1a, one 

should conquer lds nil. inclination and rig.tit. against bia nil iapllses. 

And ve leam, "Who is mighty? He Who subdues his passions • .S) 

i:16 

Proyide Ywtelt a teacher 

In regard to a legal decision under an emergency. It a caae coaes 

to 7'10. and 7cu are in dO\lbt about it, •proride thyself' a t•cher.• 

Be quit or doubt 

And do not render judpent on it alone. "For there was a case with 

Rabbit that vben a t•retah vu wl:aitted to him tor inspect.ion be Hot 

and gathered all the slaughterers of I.fartba Mehaaia 1n older, as he 

put it, that each of them should carry a cb!.p from the beam (share 

equal responsibllity-).•84 

Nf accusto■ pct thpeU to give ti thu SI a oon iect.ural ••t:1 M!:! 
For one who sets &•id• tithes by conject.GN Will not escape ba.N. 

U one gives less than what 1s correct to be g1Nn, his tithes &N 

correct but his fruits are inq>roper. And it one giffS .:,re than vbat 

is correct to be given, than his fNits are proper bit bis titbn 



are incorrect.. 

-' r ban 1'99pd naught ot better a,rn.ce tbap auenc• 
One wbo hears hie own shame arwt remains silent. 85 

Not leaming but doing 1s the chief thing 

Know that silence is good, tor enn "leandng" (Which 1a) explanation 

and talking about Torah ot vh:1.ch you have no thing bett.er, is not 

the essential criter.t.a tor the recei'fing ot reward, but it is because 

ot the deed (itselt). And it would have been better tor one 1lbo ~ 

pounded but did not f'ultill (what he said) to b:"ve kept quiet and 

not to baff talked. 

And whoso is t>ro!use ot words causes fin 

For thus we r1m with he vbo added words and said, • ••• God hall said 1 

86 Ye shall not eat ot it, neither shall 7e touch it ••• " She added 

•touching' which vas not torbidd en and so th• snake pushed her until she 

touched it and said to her, "Just as there aa no death in totaching it, 

so there will be no death in eating.• And in this way- she catM to sin 

in that she ate the !'Nit.87 'Ibis was What SolOD10n s&Ts, "Do not add 

to His word, lest H• chastise ,ou, and ,ou will be caught 1.y1ng • ..88 

Is the world m1•rvec1 

The ciYilization ot mankind exists. This • "Ia the world presenect• -

is unlike the "The world is based" pl'ffi.ously •ntioned. 89 

By .iudgaent 

To b-ee the innocent and to condam the gullt7. 

Bf truth 

That 1111n not " •• .lie one to another. •90 
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Bx peace 

Between ldngdcnts and between 111&n and his fellow .an. 



CHAPl'ER ll 

Rabbi aaid ••••••••••• tbat a Mn lhqll1,d choose tor b1■•~Y 
That one should cbooae. l 

That which 1a an bQaor to bia 11bo does \t, aq1 wh1sm •Jeo w1,qg• b1■ 

honor troa pp!f1pd 

That which v1.ll be pleasing to hil!l. and ~ch 1a (alao) ple&ainc to 

114nld.rd. This v1.ll ccnae to be vben one tollovs a 11:lddle ot th• road 

po11c,2 1n ne;ey 1111tter ot huaan qualities al¥I does not lean tOll&rd 

either ot the two extremes. For it one is u ~r•el,y lliser}T • he 

acquires praise tor bi■aelt, 1n as •ch as be accu11Ulates mob IIOD9J, 

hOWffer people do not praise him tor this character trait, ar¥l 1t one 

squanders _,re (money) than he should those people vbo recet.n it fl'OII 

hill praise hi■, bGt this is not praiaewortb,y to the one who does this, 

and is not beneficial to hbt becauae nantually he becoaes poor•• 

a result ot this. lllt the character trait of philanthropy which is a 

aean beween 111iserllnesa and squandering, 1s honorable to the one 

doing it, since he ntchea bis 110ney and does not squander 110re than 

1s tittiJII. 

And &lao br1pgs Mp bopor (nm enlrlpd 

For people prw.ise hiJI llhen be gins (to obarit:,) aa 111ch aa is JIN.

per tor hilll to gin. And the aa.e 1"'le applies to all the rest ot the 

character traits. 

For thou knowest not the qant ot rward tor ach precept 

In the Torah it is not expllcitl,y state (what will be) on•' a rward 

tor tultUllng the positive co...andments nor one's punisbalent tor not 

21. 



doing t.h•• bat. tb•e• panillhlltate for the negatiw ~c rd.-~ an 

atateda (naae)T) atoningi ba.ming, decapitation, stftnglllatiana3 

extinction• and d•tb b,y B•-nn;4 and punisbNnt ot lashee5 -

22. 

the more ltlllient pwd.sbMnt tor tbe lighter transgre1s1on, and the mre 

sneJ"e pwdsbllllnt for the aore snere transgression • 

. Repkon the loH ipcprNd l>Y the l)a] tint ot a Pf!O!P!: 

That which J"'1 lose fl'OII 10Q!' baainesa and your 1101197 due to your 

occupation vith the precept (reckoned) against the rwa!d that vUl 

be credits! to 10ll because of 1t 1n this world or th• world to cou, 

ror it vill be greater than that loss. 

Apel the gain got.tap bY a try13pasion 

The benefit that J011 der1w fl"Oll the tranagresnon u apinst the loH 

that YOll are deatined to ban because ot it. 

§w vprldl.y 9991P!!4AA 
Work or bllsinus • 

• 
for thf J !be: clffll"'!d v 9■-bqth mk11111 ,1n to bf fomtts 
For tbe Torah wakens -.n' s strength and work grinds and breaks 

the body, and as a result ot this one's ml inollnatian c•H•• 

m ltudJ pt the Tor@ vithczRt !RD 

An,! U 1011 shoud sq, •Toil always 1n Torah and 1ts exertion will 

caue sin to be forgotten, so What need is there tor work?• There. 

tore he wame:l sa,1:ng, •ill study ot the Torah vitbou_t work mat 1n 

the end be tutUe.• tn as mch u it is 1Jlposs1ble tor one (to at.GdJ) 

wit.bout food, and so, then, one mst rob people (in order to eat.) 

vbich oases one's leandnl to be forgotten. 



Act vi.th them tor Heaven's sake: 

And not i.n order to aggrandize oneselt, saying, "I dia -tmts-&nd .. thua 

for the congl"egat1on.• 

Sllstains th. 

2;. 

For the merit ot the patr1.archs or tbe congregation and their eternal 

rigbteo11sness is tbat which sustains those acting with th• in bring

ing to .Ugkt (1. e;, recogniU.on) their (the usistanU1 o\ffl) right

eousness, and not because of the noble efforts of those acting with 

thens. 

And as tor YOU (3od will then say) I account YOU w_prthy of' great reward 

Even though the matter does not C<Xlle to a good conclusion through your 

deeds. ait because ot the merit 0£ the patriarchs ot the congrega

tion I account you worth;, or reward just as it 10'1 had accomplished 

this saving act in behalf or Israel, in as much as y<111 acted tor 

Heaven's salce. 

Another explanation: And all who act with the COIIIIIIUni ty by persuad

ing a.rd coercing it to perform a precept, 1. e. - charity- am freeing 

of captives, should act with them for Heaven's sake. For the 1119rit 

of the CO!IIIIJWlit;r' s £oref'athers aids them (the community) to gin Whatever 

aDtount has been assessed upon th9111, even if' it be much money, and the 

righteousness that they shall perfol'lll shall etemall.y stand tor th•• 

Atn I account. )'OU, Vho a.re acting by persuading the COIIIIIIW\it;r to perfom 

this precept, worthy or reward as it yoo. had perfo:naed this precept 

with 1our very own money. 

And Raabam explained, "And as tor you, (God will then say}, I account 
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you worthy ot raud as if' you. had wrought it all yourselves" (as 

meaning) that it, at the ti.w when you are acting with the community-. 

you stopped performing s011e particular precept because of the com-

111unity' s needs, I account you vo~ ot rewa.rj. as though you perform

ed that very- precept that you atopped doing. 

2 :3 

Be ,:e parded in 19ur Nlati.ons with the rnUpg power 

EYen though yat1 engaged with the needs of the collllffllDity. 1111st becollle 

acquainted with the Nling power (in order) to watch o"r public at

tairs. still "Be ye guarded ••• etc. 11 

0o His will as V it were thy "'11 

Spend your 110n6;," on Heaven's desires as U' it were 7our v1ll, Just as 

you would spend "it on your own desires. For i:l' ,YOU do this "He •7 

do thy will as it it were Bis w1ll." that i s , He will d•l benevo

lent}¥ towards you. 

That He !!I nulllfr the J1H 01' others 

He uy annul the plans of all those who rise up against you With 

evil intent. And I have beard that this is o~ a reapectf\11 RT to 

speak of .Joel, and, behold, 1t is as though it vere written, 1So that 

He r,,,ay nulll.t,y His vUl because of your vUl. • This is s1.mlar to lfbat 

thq said 1n chapter n•• nD.l • "Whoaoeftr pertonu a ~ 

pl"Operl,y, even an {evil) decree ot se"Nnt7 79&J'S vUl be nullilied 

ror bim."6 

SfPH!te got tmelt 1'l"Olll the congreption 

ait participate 1n their troubles, tor one wbo separates biasel1' tro11 
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tbe coamnit7, does not participate 1n t.he co.tort or tbe ccw,untt.7.7 

Tmt not 1n th,taelt unt.11 th• c1a, o~ t.hf death 

For behold, toobanan, the High Priest, s8"ed in t he high priesthood 

tor eigbty -r-,rs and at t he end becbe a Sadchacae. 8 

,l,eg• pot thf tallow man until thgg art come into his place 

U 7f1ll sav that ,our friend confronted by a test and f&Uecl, do iw,t 

judge hbl guilty until you ba'H come to a aimUar test and haft 1Nc0Nd-

ed. 

And s&f not anything which capnot be upderstood. 1n the hope that it 

w1ll be upterstood 1n the end 

That is, do not let ,our words be doubtful so that it 1• 1apossible 

to umerstand th• 1nit1all,y and at first thought, and (do not) rely' 

(upon the taot) that U the listener aeditates deeply' over th• he Will 

\lltinlately' wmerstand thea. For this will a.use Mn to •rr by ,our 

words, and perhaps they vUl et'r and leave J\Jdais11 because ot you. 

Another explanation: Do not even reveal your secret contldentiall,7 

and say that there is no one here wbo will hear you, tor the end re

sul t is that it "111 be heard, "For the bird ot Heaven will carry tb• 

sound ••• 9•lO And the text reading according to this interpretation 

is "The result is that 1 t. vil1 be heard • 11 

aut Ras.hill reads it, "And do not say • something that i s possible to be 

s t udied now, can be studied later.•" For he i s referring. to words 

of Torah: (namely') Do not say regarding words ot Torah that you can 

leam now, that YfY4 will learn them later, but incline )'OU!' ear at,:! 

l earn uaecUa tel,y. 

When I baye leisure 



Fron: rrry business , then I shall engage in Torah. 

2=5 

An empty-headed MM 

26 . 

One empty from ever.rt,hing and Who does not even know the nature or 

business. And such a person i s worse than an "ignorant person.• Tbe Ara

maic or "And the land be not desolate" is 1And the land be not empty.•12 

Nor can an ignora.1t person be trul.y Pious 

But i s is possible that he be "a sin-fearinf; man,• tor he i s an ex-,. 

pert in the nature or business. 

Nor can the diffident learn 

For one who i s asha111ed to ask, 1est others Mock hi m, "111 forever re

main in his doubts. 

Nor the passionate 

The t eacher who gets angry with students when t hey question him cannot 

teach properly. But 1t is necessary t hat on.e be friendly toward one's 

students in reg~s to matters of Halacba. 

Nor 1s everzone Who exce};s in business wise 

b it is writt en, •t~either is it beyond the sea ••• nlJ (meaning) the 

Torah is not found in those ltho travel across the sea.14 

In a place where there are no men 

To lead the court and render le~al decisions. 

Because thoµ drownest others thez have drowned thee 

You w-ere an eVil man and robbed other men a.nd drowned them in the river, 

so they meted 01.1t the same punishment against you. 

They that drowned thee, shall themselves be drowned 

For the matter to kill you was not handed down to their hands but to 

the 3eth Din.1.5 out the Holy One 31.essed 3e He delivered ]'Ol1 to them 



tor "MJ. is brought aboGt through the agenc7 or evil men ••• •16 and 

Re 1a destined artetVarda to deaand yaar death troa th•• 

2,7 

The more nub. the !9NI vony 

For one vbo eats and drinks excessively until he becomes corpulant 

and tat bas JIIDT vor111s upon bi.Dr in the grave. •ror VOl"IIS are u bard 

to th• corpse as a needle is to llrtng nesb. •l? W this Tanna teaches 

us that all (over} indulgences are bad tor un except the onr-abun

dance ot Torah, or visdo11 and or cbarlty. 

Th• Ee anxietz 

Lest soaeone kidnap hill fl"'OII the palace or lest robbers attack and 

kill bu. AriJ one pioos -.n used to p:ra:,. .,_ Ood save 111• troa 

•1ui1 i 11 C • 1118 Ant they asked hia what WIUil ii t !l was. He 

said to them, •'l'bat b• ba.119 mcb property scattered in aaJ17 locations 

~ that he M'l9 to divide bis atte.nt.ioa to tb1nk about this place aat 

about that place." 

The 1110re Wives, the p10£! 111t.cbcratt 
1 continuous systemati-c order is given. Man tirst adoms huselt 

and eats and drinks and beco•s tat, and then seeks to increase his 

property. After he bas itlcrease:, his propert7 &rd sees that he has 

enough to support 1111.ny wives, be acquires aan,y Vives. And atter be 

has acquired many- wives, each one neejs a maid-servant to serve h~·. 

so he acquires many maid-senants. And since he has a large house

hold he needs fields and vineyards to supply wine and tood tor it, 

so he acquires ll&ftT slaves to vork the fields and vineyards. Tberetore 

they are taught 1n this order. 



28. 

Th• 198N Torah. th• w,re lite 

As it is written. •For that is t~ lite and the length of th.f d&7&. 1119 

Th• !PE! wisdoa 
For he gins •eaning to his words and his logical arguments settle 

in the llinds ot bis listeners. 

The PH'! acbonJ 1 pg 

Many students gather and CO'llle to hear his logical arguments. And 

t here are some Vho read, "The more schooling the more vladOlll•ZS 

{meaning) 1.1' one bas many students, tbey sharpen bill and increase 

and add to bis wisdom. 

The more counsel 

One who takes 111\lCh counsel. 

The more uder,tapding 

Deduces one thing rroa another b7 IIN.Jls of the counsel that bis oowi,. 

selors give him. 

The 12£8 charitz, th• Ft! pee• 

As it is said, "And the wrtc ot righteousness shall be peace ••• "21 

2 :a 

'sribf ngt aw vr1t to thpelt 

Saying, •r l•rned mch Torah.• And since he did not neglect and leave 

unstudied . Scripture, Miahn&h, Law, and Aggadah, he could therefore 

say thusl.y.22 

A 999ted cistem 

Read , :10 , l ~ am not ,-, 0 , , :l , 2J as it, •LiJce a cistem coated 

OTer vit.h 11!118. • 



Which loses not a drop 

Likewise he does not forget one thing fl"OIII bis lea.ming. 

HaPPl is she that bore him 

Re is endowed with sucb good character traits that the whole world 

says •bout hia, "Happy 1s she who bore Ma." 

Al¥! SOile sa1, because 1be caused bu to becoae a sage. For sbe vent 

around to all the Houses of Study that were in her city and sa.id to 

th91'11., "Please pray tor this e■bryo that is in ff/ woab to be a sage.• 

And from the da7 that he vas bom, she did not remove his bed t'ro■ the 

Beth Midrash so that only words ot Torah "°'1ld enter into bis ears.24 

A pious map 

One who acts beyond the letter ot the lJlv. 

A tprer ot sin-

One who makes 1 t a,re stringent upon hilltselt and forbids hi11Selt per

mi tted things because of' his tear that he might sin. For it this is 

not the case, llhat is so great about him? Even an ignoramous could 

be a •tearer ot sin."25 

A spring nowing with ever-sustained vigor 
His lllil¥:I was so broad that he could add argumentation and logical 

reasoning fro111 his own thinking. 

Abba Saul said in his na111e 

or Rabban Jochanan, the son of Z&kkai. 

And ElaAAf the son ot Arach ip the other scale 

I found written that Abba 3aul was not 1n disagreement wit h the first 

TaMa, but that Rabban Yochanan bei zakkai said both things. And both 

statements are true ror in matters of erudition and memory, aabbi Eliezer 

, 



was superior, and in matters of acuteness and argumentation Rabbi 

Zlazar, the son or Ara.ch -.ias superior. 

A good eye 

JO . 

One who is satisfied with what he has and who does not seek additional 

thinis and who is not jealous when he sees that his friend has 1101:'e 

than he does. 

A ig;ood friend 

One who reproves another when he sees him doing an improper thing. 

A good neighbor 
One who can be found near h1l!l both day and night, tor a good colleague 

eaMot be found near hilll at all times. 

One wb,> roresees the trui t or an action 

One wbo looks and sees what is destined to be and because ot this he 

reckons about the loss incurred by the f'ul.filll!lent of a precept against 

its reward, and the gain gotten by a sin against i ts loss.26 

A good heart 

For the heart is the 1110tor force. tor all the rest ot the faculties and 

is the source from Which all the functions n ow forth. And even though 

the !'unctions have special limbs, nevertheless, the power that initiates 

all aDvements is in the heart. Therefore, Rabbi EJ.azar said, "A good 

heart, 11 and because of this R.a.bban Yochanan, the son of Zakka1, said, 

11I approve the words of Rabbi Elazar, the son of Araeh, rather than 

their words." 

·,Jhich 1s the evil way that a 11@9 should shwi? . 

He had to ask the111 this, since from their initial words . he did not 

un:ierstand that the evil way is the opposite of t he good way, because 



Jl . 

not everything that is go<>-i has as its opposite something evil. l'or 

the character trait of piety 1n which one acts beyond the letter o! 

the I.av is good, but one who is not . a pious man and bases (h1s Ute) 

on rabbinic judiciary decision is not 'oad. AM it was possible to 

say that 1f trugality. which 1s "a good e,ye•. is the good wa,, stU.l 

'the quest for additional thinga is not the evil way, because one does 

not daaa~e anyone With this. And this likewise applies to the rest 

of the character traits. Therefore be had to ask thBM, ";.Jb.ich is the 

evil way that a man should shun?" 

One who borrows and does not repaz 

This is the opposite of "one who sees the fruit of an action." For 1t 

one does not repay, be will not find aeyone to credit hinl when he is 

downcast in ram:1ne. He did not just say, •He who does not see the 

fruit of an action ••• " because it is possible for a man who does not 

see the fruit of an action not to come int o this stumbling block. so 

that he 111ight save hi!llself when this future event arrives . 

131.lt the righteous dealetb graciouslY and giveth 

The Holy One. Slessed Be He, who is the Righteous One of the world bas 

compassion and gives the creditor what that man has borrowed fl'Olll him 

(am has not repaid) and does not punish him (the creditor ) so that 

the borrower rem;,.ins oblieated to the AU ?resent. 

2:10 

Theg each said three things 

About manners. ethics , 9nd character traits; whereas. these men said 

IQl.ny things concerning wha t was forbiriden and vhat was allowed, and 



J2. 

"hat was obligatory and what vas non-obligatory. 

Or it Mi1Y aean. they were in the habit or saying these three things. 

Let the honor or thy tellow-w be as dear to thee as thine gwn 

And when will this be 1 :•Jhen "you are not easily moved to anger." 

For it you anger easily, it is inlpossible not to offend yO\I f'rieoi's 

honor --- this is one !llllXlll. "And repent one day bet ore tbT death" --

this naakes two. And the third. "Wal'lll thyselt by the !1N or the wise.etc." 

Repent one day betore thY death 

Since no one !mows when he will die. one shod.d make penitence today 

lest be die the next d~. 

&.t bewaJ:! of their gloppg coals 
That you tto not beban fri"tOlously in their presence. 

Lest thou be bumt 

That you not be punished by th•• 

The bite of tpe fox 

Its Clll"9 is ditt1cu1t, torhis teeth are thin, cu.rve:.i, and twtsted; 

and the doctor has to -.lee ·an: incision 1n the nesh with a surgeons's 

knite and has to Widen the bite. 

Is the scorpion's sting 

'1orse than a snake oit•• 

And their hiss 

Their utterances. 

Is the serpent's hiss 

Is like the heat that leaves the serpent's mouth, tor when it hisses 

it bums. 

Another explanation; This serpent does not a.ccept incantation like 



the other serpents, as it is written, "Which bearkeneth not to the 

voice ot cbaraers ••• "27 Thus it you Will anger a sage and coae to 

appease hill. be v1l.l. not accept appeas9!11ent. 

The eyil e,re 

Like "an evil ey-e."28 Since one is not satistied Vi.th what h• baa, 

he goes around after other things. And SOl19 u:pl.ain. •tb• enl .,-.• 

(as meaning) one who sets "the evil eye" on one's triead'• aone7 or 

children and hanu binl. 

And batr,d ot bis tellow-crptyef 

Hatred tor no re&SOA, And R&mbaa axplaina it as one vbo despises 

bu.an company and likes to dwell alone. And I heard (the meaning aa) 

a ditticalt 1111n (to get along With) who brings hWlllln hatred upon 

hifflselt and causes fferyone to hate hi.111. 

Qua) H"y thyself tor the studY of the T9ph 

So that :,ou will not 11&7, "Since rq rather was a sage and tfiT grand

father was a age, and (since) the Tonh returns to its lodging place, 

I do not have to seek it. 1129 

Apd let all thY deeds be dope for the sake ot Heayen 

Ev-en when ~ are engaged in eating and drinking and work, do not do 

it Vitb the intention ot giving pleasure to your body, but so that 

:,ou will be healthy- to pertom the Vill or your Maker. 

2:13 

Be ca.ret\11 to read the Sbw 



To reelte it at its t.tae, and. likWiae to pra7 each prayer ot the 

Aa1dab30 at it• time. 

A fixed 3echanical P£&!r 

J4. 

Like a man who bas placed upon h111 an obligation ot a set nature and 

saya, "When can I aet ivselt tree trom this obligation T • Or "• !'ixed 

•echanical Pl"IYer" ~ mean like a man who 1s designated to read a 

chapter or a sectionJl and who says it merely reading, and not 'in a 

supplicatory manner aa one who is seeking mercy. 

"For He is gracious and compassionate •• 1"J2 
. 

Re ants supplicatory prayer and He bas e011passion 1-ediatel,y b7 

1,11eans or these suppllcatory prayers. 

ApJ be not wicked 1p thine ow pteea 

Don't do anything toda7 by which 'JOU Will cause yourself trouble the 

next day. 

And Raaball explained, "And be not wicked in thine own este•• u it 

(meaning) Do not presume yourself to be an nil man, -tor as a result 

or this you will come to complete depravity. 

And I heard, •And be not Wicked" refers to this thing-• tbat •,ou 

separate yourselt rro111 the congregation'.3'.311 and st.am "separatel,y.'" 

To tbe unbeliever 

This 1s an express ion or a discarded object34 (meaning) one vbo de

grades the Torah and regards it as an discarded object. Or 1t •1 

mean, one who makes hblselt a discarded object and does not care about 

hiasell' by worrying that evil might come upon h1m because he despl'sea 



the Torah or its students. 

Know -also bet'ore 1lbom thou toilest 

with this answer that yoo. gin the unbeliever, so that yoar hNl"t 

Vill not beco.e seduced to lean toward his position. 

Tbe d&f is short 

The Ute ot this world i s short. 

And the work is great 

The Torah, •The aeasure thereof is longer than the earth ..... )5 

And the Master is urgept 

As it is said • ••• ait thou shall aeditate therein day and night ••• 1136 

It 1s not thy duty to ooptplete the work 

The Holy One Blessed Be Re did not engage 1011 to finish a.ll ot it 

so that you wou.l.d lose yoo.r reward it you did not complete it. 31t 

leat yau say, •r shall neither leam nor receive a reward." 

!Mt neither art tbqu tree to desist f'roa it 

Th• yoke to work is placed upon you against Y01Jr wi.U. 

In the tille to come 
In the world to ooae. 



CHA?l'ER III 

Akag:a ••••••• troM fetid droo 

A drop of semen. Even though at the time of conception it is not 

fetid since it does not become fetid in the woman's womb until three 

days have past and when it beco!l'les fetid it is untit to rert.ilize; 

nevert.heless they call it a fetid drop because it ls very near becominc 

fetid immediately after being outside the woman's wol!lb. And he who 

under stands t hat he cOllles "from a tetid drop" is sayed from pridei 

he Who understands that be is destined to go •t> a place or dust, worms , 

and ?119.ggots" is saved from lust and desire tor money; and he who under

stands that "he will in the f'uture have to give account and reckoning" 

abstains from sin and does not stumble 1n transgression. 

3:2 

For the weltare of the (CUermient 

And even t he ~entile (goven,nent ). 

Would swallow each other a)1ye 

As it is written, •And raakest man as the fishes of the sea ••• •l 

Just as with fish of the sea, where the larger one swallows the other, 

so too with people, were i t not tor the rear ot the government, the 

6reater one would swallow his tellowman.2 

.... They that feared the Loro sge one With another ... itJ 

Thus there are two people. 

• ••• And keep sllence ••• "4 

'This i s an expression or"a still 5'1911 w1ce,•5 ror it 1s the habit ot 

one who studies alone to study in a whisper. 

J6. 
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" ••• Because He bath laid it gpon billl."6 

It i s as if' the giVing or the Torah was entirely' tor his sake alone. 

3:3 

And have s-ooken there no words of' Torah 

They absolve their obligation with t he grace after meal? that t.hey 

bless at t he t able, and it is considered as though they spoke there 

words of Torah. So I have heard. 

or sacrifices to dead idols 

The offering of i dol worship, a s i t is written, "They joined themselves 

also unto oaal of Peor, and ate sacrifices to the dead • .a 

" ... Fun of r11th,y vomit ••• "9 

And idol wor,hip is called " :1a1z - vomit," as it is written, "Thou 

shalt say unto it, ' Get thee hence!1 "10 

"And no place is clean"ll 

aecause they did not mention the name of th~ All Present, Blessed Be 

He, at the table. 

To which the Scripture may be applied. " ... And he sooke to me: ' This 
i s the table which is before the Lord .• 1112 

Immediately af'ter one bas spoken words of Torah, the table i s called 

"A table which is be.fore God." And some say t hat (the interpretation ) 

comes from t he f irst part of the verse, as lt i s written: "The altar, 

thr ee cubits hi &h••••••was of wood ••• "13 Jo not read "cubits• but 

"mot hers"l4 as if' the1r'adit1onal vocalization were niDK .15 

"Til r ee" s t.ands tor Torah. Prophets, and ih-itings; ar¥3 SOlle say Scrip,,. 



JS . 

tu.re, 1':i.sbnah, and Gemara, which a man has t o speak about at the table, 

whereupon i t is called a " ••• table which is before '..od." Thus Rashi 

explained. 

3:4 

Re who keeps awake at night and 5oes on his W&Y alone 

For night i s the time tor demons, and whoever • ••• 5oes on his vay 

alone" is 1n danger because of robbers and other misfortunes. Bu.t 

if one should think about words or Torah, it (the 'forah) would guard 

him. 

3:5 

The Yoke of t he kingdom 

The burden or king and officers. 

WorldlY care 

The labor and bother of livelihood, because his wor-k 1s blesse:1. 

3u.t whoso casts orr frolll the .yoke o! l'orah 

One who says, "The yoke of Troah i s d ifficult and I cannot bear it. 11 

3:6 

Ten who sa:;. in judgment 

Thus we read 1 t . 

" ••• r.n t he con6re6at ion of Jod ••• 1117 

ftJ1d there :!.s no 11congr e~ation" of less t hr1.n ten people , as it i s 

in'itten concerning the spies , "How lon6 shall I bear l-;it.b this ml oon

gregationf"18 Joshua and Caleb were excluded, so there were ten.19 

And whence can it be shown that the same aoplies to five? Because 

it i s said, "In the midst of t he judges He jud~eth."20 



Three judges and the t wo litigents.21 

And whence can it be shown that the same applies to threeT 3ecause 

it is said, "And hath rounded his vault ( 1n,u.a ) upon the earth ••• 1122 

Fire, air, and water which make t hree, "And hath founded it upon the 

earth ••• " •• (meaning) the'J surround the foundation of the earth. 

So you have that three called "vault." 

Then too we find that three 13 calloo ttVa11.l t," nal!!e~ • '! •• •" twich ot 

hyssop ••• 1123 which are three stalks. 24 

And there are some versions in which it is written : 

11.AJd whence can it be shown that the same appl !"!S to five? 3ecause 

i t is said, 'And hath founded His vault upon the earth ••• '" For man 

binds toe-ether ( ·un ) with his one hand which has five fingers, 

which implies that the fingers of the hand are called n,1~• . 25 

And at the beginninE of the text it says , "It i s He that buildeth His 

~pper chambers in the heaven," that is, the Sehechinah26 which i s in 

heaven descends to earth when there is a "vault. 112? engaging in Torah 

there.28 

" ••• Because He hath laid it upon hilll1129 

An expressio!'l ot sheltering. The TargWII of "Thou shalt screen" ( n:,01 ) 

i s ',-,n1 , JO that i s , the Shechinah shelters M111. 

Give unto him or what is His 

Do not refuse to occupy yourself with the desires of Heaven eith91" 

physically or monitarily, seein~ that you and your money are His. 

How fine is that tree, how fine is that field 

This appl ies to all•~,~ talk. Jut he (the ~age) spoke about somethinG 
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colllJ!lonplace, tor it is the manner of travelers to talk about What 

they see immediately before them. And some say that he (the sage) 

procl.aillled a great thing, 1. e. even though becAuse or this one says 

the blessing "Blessed •••••••••• vho bast such as these 1n thy world,•jl 

nevertheless we regard hilll as i! he "ro~!eited his lite• because he 

stopped his learning. 

Field 

The f'Urrow or a plow, as, "Break up for you a fallow s round ••• "32 

J :8 

:lhoso .torgets one word or his study 

Because one has not renewed we regard hi.JII as 1f he had f'orfeited his 

life, for because of his forgetting he permits the forbidden thing 

and as a result transgression is caused by hm, thus his inadvertent 

act of transgression is regarded as a willf'Ul act ot transgression. 

Or "As 1f he forfeited his lite" may mean, that since that study 

used to guard him, now that he has forgotten it, it no longer guards 

him. 

Even U a. un's study has been too hard for him 

In that it was dit!icult for him, and beoaw,e or the difficulty therein, 

he forgot it. 

3:9 

He in whom the tear or sin comes betof! wisdom 

1 beard that one pl.aces the fear of sin before one's nsdo111 in one's 

thinking since one thinks to husel.f, "I shall learn so that I can 

be sin-fearing." Am this is sud.lar to what they said, "First 1n 

thought is the completed vork."JJ 

His wisdom shall endure 



For wisdom brings him to What his hearl. desires and he enjoys 1 t 

(wisdom). 

But be \J1 whoa vi.:,d01t comes before the tear ot sin 

41. 

One who does not leam to pertorm (precepts); in as nmch u his heart 

is not inclined to be sin-fearing, his wisdom does not endure. Be

cause wisdoa does not let one follow one's obduracy, one loathe and 

despises it and sets it aside. 

He Whose deeds exceed his nsdom 

Here it teaches abo\lt one who 1s caretul about positive coaandllents 

and before (referring to) "He whose rear or sin preceeds bis wisdom• 

it taught or one who is earetul about prohibitions. 

He in whom the spirit ot his fellow-creatures takes delight 

Everyone who is loved below (earth) is certainl_y loved above (h•ven) . 

l-1oming sleen 

One who goes to sleep and sleeps until the time or the reading ot the 

Shema has pissed. 

Agel middaY wine 
OJ"9.ws away a man's beart,34 as it is Vrltten. " ••• To paaper my nesh 

with wine ••• "J5 and brings one to drunkeness. 

Ai!d children• s talk 

Stops their fathers hom engaging Torah. 

And attepding the houses or assembly ot the ignorant 

Who enter and talk about useless things. 

He who mtanes tbin~s sacred 



42. 

One who causes things dedicated for the altar sacrlfi.ces to become 

aboaination,36 reuins ,17 and defilement, or one Who makes inappro

priate use ot and derives benefit tl"Oll either t.bings dedicated tor the 

altar sacrifices or the objects d«ii.catad (tor their value) to be used 

tor the needs ot the Temple building. 

And despises the Featiyals 

One who works on the da_ys o~ Chol Ha-Moed38 or practieu wekd-,y 

behan.or on thea vith regard to eating and drinking. 

And p11ts his tell.ow man to shffle 1n public 

·ilhen one is embarrassed bis race first becoMes red and afterwards it 

becomes pale, because the soul bas two l'IIOvements - one outside and 

one inside. And when people embarrass a man, the soul 1'1rst moves 

to the outside, as one full of' anger whose race beooaes reel; and 

when he cannot rind any- way how to NlllOVe this shame from his tace, 

he inwardly worries, and tbe soul enters inside because of anguish, 

and his tace becomes pale and llhite. This is what they said in re

ference to paleness, •the roddiness departing and p;lleness ~penen1ng. w39 

And pkes void the covenant 

In tbat one does not cil'CWllCise, or one circuaci.Ses and draws bis 

foreskin over to cover the circwlcision so that it might not be seen 

that he was circu:ncised. 

who llllkes the Torah bear a 118&ning. 

One who m1sconstNes and miainterprets the Torah, like one who trans

lates, •And you shall not give any ot thy seed to set thn apart to 

Molecb ••• "40 as "You shall not give any of thy seed to become with a 

child i.n Romedom ••• "41.wbich 1s not the simple meaning ot the verse. 

And included in this (cate~oey) 1s one who gives reproachtu.l ex.-
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Another nplanation ot lfWbc) llllces the Torah -,. a -.ning• (..au) 

one Vbo an,,gantl,y dares to tran•IJ'N• the Torah in pa.blic v1tboat 

!!s t.hpggh lmovlftg• 2( the Tore.band good deed• bf bh 

It he did not repent troa &Q7 ot th• transgres11ons tbat he bad, 

nen though nttering cue upon hiJI and be died 111th .t.terbig, still 

he ha• no part. in th• world to coae. But U' h• did repent prior to 

his death then ,uu ban nat.tdng that can stand up in the way ot re

pentance. 

Be splp;lssifl to. superior 

•Be subaissi.Te• to ■em and lld.nister to the great and old 1111n sitting 

at tb• bead of an acadea;y. 

And affable to a auppJ jyt. 

You do not han to ate yourself' 10 nbmissin to a young -.n llbose 

hairs are black, blat ■ene hill with graciousness and deliberation. 

And receJ.ve. etc. 

Sern cbeerf'ul.lT before flffl7 man, be be old or ,oung. ~2p» 1a 

the sue u ~,~,• , 42 and the aeantng of ~2, in Hebrw ii 

•opposite. ~'3 

Another u:planation ot •Be ntaissin to a superior• is tbat at :,oar 

beg1.nnings when 1011 are a youth be nbld.ssive to perfora the vUl 

ot )'Oil!' Creator so that you vill be pleasing to Ria in your old age 

vb.en 1'()Ur face has ~ecOllle blackened by age. 

' 

J 



The Massorah 1.s- a tepee to the Tof!b 

The Masaort.h44 that the sages handed down to us With words 1n the 

Torah vritten det~tivel.14'5 and c0111pleteiy/f6 1s a fence and a tort1-

f'icat1on to th• Written Lav, tor by 111eans of' thea we understand how 

to perform many precepts. For ED.lllple - "In bootbs"47 (written 

three tiaes) twice detectiYe ard once COlllplete, from 1'h1cb we learn 

to make a suitable Succah with three side walls,48 and f or example, 

"The appointed seasons or the I.oi,:i which ye shall proclai11..49 llhich 

1s written defective in three pl aces • ••• to indicate that. 'you' {111113 

fix the festivals even U you err inadvertently, 'you' even it you. 

err deliberately; 'you' even if you ar e m.1s) ed."50 

Tithes are a fence to riches 

44. 

"You shall surely tithe ••• 1151 "Give tithe so that you may be enriched. 1152 

Vows are a fence to abstinence 

:,'hen a man begins abstinence and is rearf'ul lest be transgress , he 

9laces upon himself a verbal oath that he will not do such-and- such 

and by this means he conquers his evil inclination. 

A fence to wisdom is silence 

To what do we refer? If it is t o silence from words of Torah, behold 

it is written, "But thou shalt meditate •• • etc. n5J If it refers to 

silence fl"Om slander, gossip, and curse, then these are from the 

Torah. Thus he speaks only about silence from secular talk, tor man 

should decrease 'talking about this as much as possible. And concernin:. 

these men Solomon said. "Even a tool, when he holdeth his peace, i s 

counted wise."54 



But it was bz a special love tb&t it was aade kpowp to b1! 

Ra11.balll explained that God shoved a special love toward man tor He in

toJ"llled hi• and said to bia, "See, I have created 1011 1n the blage 

(ot God)." For Whoever does good to bis !elloWIIIID aid intoru hill 

about the good that he did to b1lll shows great er love than it h• bad 

done good to him and did not consider it 1Jllportant to intOT'III bi.a abollt 

the good he did to hit11. 

And one can interpret, •ait it vas a special love that ·11 was lllde known 

to tbmn" (as aeaning) a revealed and !)Ubllcizerl love, tor the .Ul Pre

sent, 9lessed Be He, did not have only a secret love with Ada.a, but a love 

revealed and known to all. 

As it is said. "For ..... a good doctrine,..•.55 

All the acts ot creation about which it 1s said, "And God saw •••• that 

it was good •• • •.56 were created only for the Torah which 1s called 

"doctrine," as it says, "M.r doctrine shall drop as the t,11.n. •57 

Elrergthing is foreseen 

Everythin;; that aan does in the 1110st hidd er. place is revealed be.tore 

Yet freedom or choice is dven 

It is within man• s power to do good and evil. as i t is written, "See, 

I ha,re set before thee this day, life ••••• eto. •58 

Tbe world is .1udg.t b,r grace 

By the attribute of mercy. nevertheless not eneyone 1s equalised 

by this attribute, because •au is according to the lllQOU.nt o.f vonc.• 
··,'hoever ba s done many good deeds is given 'IIIUCh mercy and whoever 
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has done raw good deoos is given less :nercy. Another explanation or 
•yet all is according to the amount or work" (1s that) according to the 

majority- or a man' s deeds is one judge:! . If the majorit.7 are aerita.ble 

t hen one 1s innoeenU it the majority are :.int"ul then one is guUt,1'• 

And Rainbam explained, 11'Sverything i s foreseen" (as 111eaning) all iun• s 

actions, what he did and what he is destined to do• are all l"'ff~l«i 

before Him. a.it do not s;q, "Since the Hol.¥ One, messed Be He, lcno111s 

~bat man wUl do, then man is forced in his actions to be a righteous 

or an ml man," for freedom or choice is g1 ven to man to pert"om 

good and ml, ~d ther e is nothing at all that can force him to any

thing. And since this is t he case "the world is Judged by grace," 

(meaning) to punish the wicked and to give a good rewaN to the ri6ht

'?ous , r.or the sinner sinned oy his own volltfon and deserves to be 

punished, while the righteous man was riehteous by his olfn volition 

and deserves to receive a reward. 

Yet all is accoroing to tbe amount or work 
One's reward is increased corresponding to how often one repeats 

and eonsistent l,y perfoms good de~ s i for one who divides on hundr~ 

gol:3 pieces for charity for one hundred times cannot be compa_--ed to 

one who gives them all at one time. A.nd the reading or Rambam's 

(text) is, "Y~t all is according to the a.mount or work, but not ac

cording to the work." 

J:16 

t,;errlhipg 1s gix,n on pledge 
"A man' s feet are responsible for Mm; they lead him to th"' place where 

he ls wa.~ted ."59 



A net 1s soread 

Suttering and death. 

The shop is open 

And 111en enter there and bu1' on credit. 

AIJI the dealer gives credit 

Arv) believes anyone who co111es to take. Thus ■en sin n-er,r da7 and 

the Ho1y One Blessed Be He waits for them until their ti.ite ccaes. 

And tbe ledger lies ooen 

In which to write the credit. so that He will not forget. 

And the hand writes 

So that you not say~ "Even though the ledger is open there are times 

When the Dealer is busy and does not write everything.• He therefore 

said, "And the hand writes ••• • 

And whosoever wishes to borrow ••• etc. 

3ere 1s the above "And freedolll of choice is -1ven "60 in as much as 
5 ' 

no man is forced to borrow against his will. 

Jut the collectors 

Suffering and evil atruet ions. 

Uhethet he be content 

The tillles that one remembers his obligation and says, "You judged ~e 

fairly.• 

Or not 

The times that one forgets and complains of injustice against the 

judgment of the All Present , Blessed 3e He. 

And they have that Whereon they can rel.v in their demand 

Upon the ledger and upon the dealer who is trustworthy with the ledger. 
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So does this suffering rely upon the actions of man which are remembered 

by the All Present , Blessed Be He, even thou:;h t hey be forgotten by 

man. 

A.pd the judgment i s a judgment bY truth 

For t he Holy One, Blessed 3e He, does not deal imperiously with His 

creatures. 61 

And everything is prepared for the feast 

Both t he rlGhteous and the evil have a shar e in the world to 0011te 

after su.fferin~ has collected their obligat i ons trom them. 

\'lhere there is no Torah, etc. 

One's business t ransact ions with his fellow man is not ethical. 

·.,,lhere ;tJler,f is no knowledge, etc. 

"Knowled~e• i s that which gives meaning to something, while "under

standing" i s that which lets one deduce one t hing from another but 

which does not give sornethin$ meanin~- If there is no knowledge to 

:;;ive meaning t.o s omP.thing "there is no understandin!i;'' for it one does 

not know t he meanin6 of somet hing it is a s it one does not know it. 

But irregardless Wlderstanding is that which c0?11es first and therefore, 

"where there ls no understanding, there is no knowledge." 

Where there is no meal. there is po Torah 
How can one who bas nothing to eat busy himself with Torah? 

Where there ls no Torah, there is no weal 
If one has not Torah what use is 1\e meal that one possesses? It 

would be better for one it he had no meal and died or hunger. 

The laws concerning the sacrifices or birds 



The bird sacrifices are called D' J p frora the expression "It a b1rd 's 

nest •• • n63 And there a-re concanu.ng them m.a.v stringent laws, i . e. 

"If an obligatory offering is confused with a freewill offering," 

or •a bumt-offerinb which 1s done above this line," "with a sin ofter. 

in£ , whose action is done under the line. "64 

.\nd the purification of «omen 

The laws of menstruation, for when a woman lost count and erred65 

she had to watch herself Wl~il she returne:3 to her starting time or 

menstruation. And there are times when she r:mst immerce ninety- five 

times accor:H.ni:: to t he words of he who say-s , "Imn:"'rsion at i ts right 

time is a pr ecept. "66 

Are ordi.pances of moment 

i'he essence of the Oral Law for ,rhich one receives reward. 

AstronomY 

The subject of the constellations ' movements . 

And }eoma tria 

Countin& of the (numerical values of) letters.~? 

Ar e the af'tercourses of wisdom 

Like desserts that people are accustomed to eat at the end of a meal 

to concl ude in a pleasurable manner, so these wisdoms render honor 

to thelr possessors in the eyes of people. 



CIW'l'D IV 

4:1 

Beg ,_.1 
People used to call h1a b;y the naae ot his tat.her because be did not 

lift long, and because be was not ordained to be called Rabbi. And 

likewise (was the case with) Ben Aua1, both ot whoa had then.

Sillon.2 

Wbo ie wise 
Thus he said• "Wbo is a wise man, 1'ho 1s wort.I:>¥ to be praised tor hi• 

wisdoat• 

He who learns tnP •11 MP 

Even though that IIAn be 1.nf'erior to him• Since one does not consider 

one!s honor mt learns t.c>m one's inferiors it is recognized that his 

rlsdom is tor the sake ot heaven and not to exalt and glority bimselt 

with it. 

As it is said. "I have more µnderstagU.ng than au 51 teacbers.,.•3 

And the end of the verse is, • ••• For Th,Y testiJaonies are rt:/ aeditation," 

that is, I leamed Torah :f'rom all wry teachers even 1'l'Olll those interior 

to me and I did not worry about rq honor; • ••• Fo-r 'lily testimnies are 

rq meditation," (meaning) Because my vhole intent vas tor Heaven alone. 

And likewise: 

Who is Mighty 

Who ii wortey to be praised for his might T "He who nb:iues his passions.• 

As it is said, "He that is slow to anger is better than tJie lllight.y ... tt4 

50. 
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This 1s the explanation ot the vene: Slowness to anger which results 

trom the might ot sul:duing one's passions and not because ot t1Jlid 

.nature is good. Am likewise one vbo rules over his spirit after be 

retums tl"OII conquering a oity is better than a king, Vbo after b&nng 

conquered a cit7, receins tbe aen who rebe.lled against hia, and 

bas control Oflr his spirit and does not kill them. 

1:!bQ 1s r1cb 

Who 19 vortb,r to be praised tor bis weal th l 8He vho rejoices 1n his 

portion." 

~9¥> is worthy ot hoporr 
In as 1111ch as whoever aerits these three previously aentioned qualities 

(naael,y) : Visdont, strength, and wealth, renders honor to hillselt 

in the eyes ot God and ot aan, bat llllnld.nd does not necessarll7 honor 

him because or tbea; therefore, tlla Tanna suppliaented th1.a and said, 

"Whoever has these qualities, and renders honor to hiuelt; What 

should be do so that others render him honor? He should honor bis 

f ellow man." 

•.,.For thea that hpr Me1 I vi]) hgpor ... •5 

This 1e a Ital V•!1011er.6 U God, vho ta the ling ot Honor, and vbo 

created enr.,thing in His world onlJ, tor His honor, honors those who 

honor Him, how 1111ch the lllON so should mere flesh and blood! 

" •• .W they that despise Me shall be lightly estetll«l. •7 

We learn the hWlillty ot the Ho}T One, Blessed Be Hei He did not say, 

"I shall curse th• that despise Me,• but, "And they that despise Me 

shall be lightly esteaed," (meaning) through their own actions. &at 

he stressed the rigbteou man's honor (110re than His ovn) as it b said, 



• •• • And hiJa who curses, ,ou, I shall curse ••• •8 

4:2 

F9t one good deed draws another good deed in its tpin 

.52. 

It is the vay ot the world, that it is •87 tor one who doa oa• good 

deed to do another; but it 1a difficult tor one who begins 111th tnna

gressions to stop doing them. And turthermre, •ror the rward of a 

good deed is a good deed" (means) that H•ven a!da and gives th• 

opportunit7 to one who bas pertol'IHd one good deed to perf'ol'II another, 

1n order to give h1Ja a reward tor both ot then. 1'1e _. (explanation 

applies to) "And thelages or sin, etc.• AnotbeJ- explanation or, 

"And the reward ot a good deed is a good deed ••• • 1s that all that a 

man protita and enjoys while performing a good deed 1s accounted to 

him as a separate good deed. Thus one receives a reward tor the good 

deed that one has done and also !'or the }i.ea sure and the enjoylleftt 

that one bas had in pertoming it. 

And the wages of sin is sin 

And the profit and enjoyment that a 111&n has when he eonnits a sin 

are accounted to him as a separate sin. So he is chastised ~or the 

sin that he has done and also tor the profit and enjo)'llent that he 

has had in perf"oming it. 

4:3 

Desuiae not any man 

3aying, "How can so-and-so do ham to meT• 

And carp not 

1lo not put oft something that you have to worry about, do not aa,-, 

"It is unlikely that this will occur and there is no need to worry 



about it (now)." 

4~4 

Be exceEK11ng1.y lowlz ot spirit 

Even though the "middle course: 1s praiseworthy With the mt of tbe 

character traits, such 1s not the case With the character trait ot 

pride. Rather one should lean toward the extreme side or IIIOdest7. 

because pride ~s lllOst despised• and lllOreover, because 1110st or aank1nd 

is led astray by it "• •• and people do not hold themselves aloof tram 

it,•9 Therefore one has to keep an especially great distance t'l'Olll it. 

4:5 

He vho learns 1p oJdar t.o teay, Heaven will grnot Mm the opportunitz 

both to leam and to teach 

Thus we -read (the text). Its explanation is -t.hat whoever leams in 

order to busy hi.i1selt alwa1s in Torah and does not have his idnd on 

perfoI"llling charitable acts toward his fellow l'lllln. -like P.abba who 

devoted himself t o Torah and did not devot e hinlseU' to charitable acts 

even though he was also asked to engage 1n charitabl.e acts,10 --regard .. 

less "Heaven Will grant hil'II the opportunity bot h to leam and to teach, ':' 

and bis plans will be tultilled. ~t "he who leams in order to prac

tice," for he wishes to devote himself both to Torah and to being 

one who psrfoms charitable acts, --like Abaye who dnoted him.sell 

both t o Torah and to charitable acts,ll --Heaven grants him to 1\1.l-

fill his plans and he merits " ••• the opportwiity to leam and to teach, 

to observe and to pract ice," 

And some explain: "He who leams 1n order to teach• (meaning) so that 

he will be called Rabbi.12 And t hey read ~Heaven does not grant hiDl 



the opportunity- both to leam and to teach. 11 And in 110st or the books, 

I found it according to the f'irst reading. And the essential lllMn1ng ~= 
reds• not or the Torah a crgpn !fherewith to aga!PfU~e thyself 

Is that TCN sbwld not say. •I vU1 be called Rabbi am thq will alt• 

me the leader.• But leam out or love. and honor vU.l COll8 1n tb• 

end.13 

Nor a snide wherewith !:9 dig 

And do not t~ch Torah in order to make an occupation t'l"OII it, so that 

,YOU eam your livelihood .tl'Olll it, as •a spade vherwitb to dig.• 

ror llboever does this is .h.1tbless to the bol~"leas or Torah and de

senes death tl'Oll Beaven the saae as one llbo utilizes things dedi

cated tor the altar sacrifices. 

And those who teach Sll&ll children, take only a watching tee, 14 tor 

the;y watch that the children neither sin nor do damagei (and thq 

take) a tee .tor (teaching) the Trope,15 to'(' the Rabbi ls not oblllated 

to take trouble teaching students Trope.16 But taking wages tor 

teaching 1s forbidden, as it is written, "And the Lord comanded • 

at that time to teach statures and ol'dinances ••• •1? • ••• !Yen u the 

Lord rq God connanded me ••• •!8 Just as I (God, taught you) gratis, 

so you too, (sbould teach others) gratu.19 

And likewise, the judge 1s forbidden to take wages ~or a legal deci

sion, but ma¥ take wages for loss or time only, tor it is a recog

nized fact bow 11111eb he loses from the neglect ot his work 1n order 

to bear the arg1llllents ot the litigents, but then only on the ccaditlon 

that he take equally from both or them, for it~ he ahO\lld take IION troa 



one ( than the other) bis decisions are invalid. 

And those thine:s hons which the Torah allows a sage to derlve a pro-

fit tor bwelf (by means or) the words of the Torah are: that you 

sell his merchandise 1n the maricet before &117 other !IAD1s; tbat be be 

exempt trom all taxes and duties and tax rates, and that the oo.mnlty 

be obligated to pay- hi.a bead tax -- for even if he be rich and ha•• 
111Uch money he can lawfully ask that they exempt him (trom paying); 

that it a sage be sick and oppressed by arn1ction and people bring 

him inaey expensive gU'ts out ot respect to bis learning. it 1s a good 

deed for h1111 to take them, tor this is not in the category ot aak1.ng 

profit from words or Torah, 1n as much as it is impossible tor him to 

support himself in another way, and likewiH that a sage Whom the ccamn

ity has appcinted o•er tb• as their leader and head and vbo busies 

hiuel.r with co11111111nity needs may be permitted to take wages and pa.y-

froa th•, that are even greater than his required livelihood, so that 

his sustinence aay- be abundant, and because or this he vW be great, 

revered, am teared in their s i ght as ve find in the case or the High 

Priest where it 1s written of him, "And the priest that 1s highest among 

his bretbren ••• 120 and the nges expounded, 11 ••• aake bill great fro. 

what his brothers have,• (DIMl.T) that hia brothers, th• priests endow 

him from their own (w•ltb).21 And the tirst sages who abstained rroa 

thts practice did so because they had the character tr&it or piet7 am 

not because it vaa against Rabbinical lav. 

4:6 

Whoso honors the Toph 

One who expounds the detective22 and plene2J words that are in the 
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Torah and gives an explanation ror each stroke (on the letters), 24 

saying t.hat Torah contains nothing that is ot no use, -- You have not 

honor of Torah greater than this. 

Or it aaa,y- mean, one who honors the Torah aCl'OU and those who learn 

and busy thmselns in it, all or which are included in the category 

of "Whoso honors the Torah." 

4:7 

He who shuns the iudicial office 

In a place where there is one greater than h1msel1'. Or it. 'IIJA7 aean 

that be tells the lltigents that they should enter into a 0011proaise. 

Rids himself or hatred 

For the part7 who leaves the court guilt7 bates the judge, tor he thinks 

to himself, "Be (the judge) did not interpret the lall tor rq inno-

oenee." 

Robberg 

Lest be tind the innocent party guilty and aa a ruult a robbeey is 

caused b7 him. 

Apd vain snaring 

Lest he uke sOflleone vho does not have to swear, swear and u a re

sult he causes a vain oath. Or it may me&n that the Tanna called 

"a false oath" the sa?lle as •vain swearing:" £or example: One Who 

sa1s (and swears) "I have not borrowed," although be did borrow, be

cause at the tillle or swearing (God's name) cane rortb trom his 110Uth 

in va1n.2.5 

BQt he who presumptuous],y lays down decisions 



Without deep thought and wit.ho11t reneetion. 

Judge not al.one 

EYen though an individual vho is expert may judge aion-26 lt 1s tb• 

pioua-, that even an expert not judge alone, especiaU, when the 

litigants have not acoepted bia as judge. ~t it' tbe lltigenta ban 

accepted him, he may judge alone ard still reaain Vithin the ploa.a 

vay."rl 

For pone ll&f judge alone save One 

The Holy One, Blessed Be He, who 1s unique 1n His world. 

Neither!& 

To your colleagues Who disagree wit.b you., •Accept rq nw, tor I am 

an expert and would be able to judge even witbolllt )'OW" participat1oo.• 

For the choioe is tbeitf (to concur) and 1t is not tor thee {to 999: 

pel concu.n,mce} 

Since 700 asked tha to Join you, it is proper that the case be judged 

by the ma.jority. 

4:9 

-.-lhoso 1\llfills the Toph in the nddst or poyeru 
For he is pNs sed for food but stops from vork in order to engage 

in Torah. 

Hhoso neglects the Torah in the rd.dst of wealth 

Because ot the large 8.1110\lnt ot IIOl'l&y that one posaeaes, one 111:Jt. pay 

at tention om e here and once there. hence, one has no tree ti:le to 

engage in Torah. 

Lessen t.hY toil tor worldl.Y goods. 
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Lessen your bllsiness toil and your work and let your aain toil 

be in Torah. 

Be hwnble o.t spirit betore all aen 

To leam even from one who has less Visdoll than you. 

HmI causes tor neglegtipg it Vill w,sent th!lllfelns !:9 thee 

i-lhieh will help you neglect it. 

Another explanation: In the world there are un;y d9110ns, n1111ely. 

enl 11en and wiU beasts lllhich dest~1• and the Haly One, Blu1ed 

be Be, brings punishaents upon you through their agency. 

Bµt 1!' thgp laborest in the Toph 

sa. 

He, RiJllsel.t. and not any intermediary, will pay you the reard. And 

1n this way the attribute ot goodness is better than the attribute 

ot punishment. 

Advocate 

An angel which is a good interceder. 

Accuser 

A bad interceder. '!he expression •accuser• is one who induces a 

quarrel,28 and the expression "ad~cate" which 1s the opposite or 

"accuser" is one who bates quarreUng.29 

Let the honor or tny disciple be as dear to thee as thine mm 
For t hus we find about Hoses, who said to Joshua, his disciple, 

"Choose for us aen ••• •JO He made hill equal to hiJllaelt .31 

Apd the honor o!' tny associate be like the reverence tor thy eter , 



For Aaron said to r-~oses. "Oh my lord ••• "~2 Thougb he was older than 

bis brother he still called him "BIY lord. •JJ 

W the reyerence tor thf master } JJse the tear ot H•Y!P 

As it is written, 11!-~ lord, l~ses shut them 1n,•J4 (aeaning) he 

destroyed them f'rom the world. When they rebelled a,gainst yw (Moaee), 

it was as it t hey had rebelled against. the Holy One Blessed Be H-. 

and thus were deserving ot extinction.JS 

Be cautio»s 1n teaching 

That yaur teaching be precise and proper. 

For an error 1A teaching fflY a,eppt. to presuaptuqps e1p 

It you err in your 1nst?"1ction becuase you were not precise 1n your 

teaching and permit a 1'orbidden thing, then the Holy One Blessed Be 

He regards you as it you had done it W'ith premeditation. 

There are three crowns 

Written 1n tl9 Torah, to which the Torah obligated one to render honor. 

The crown tt leaffling 

It. is written 1n it, • ••• And you shall honor the face~ the old 

111&n, 11J6 (meaning) one who bas acquired visdol!l.37 

'!be cro:wn or priesthood 

It is written in it, •w thou shalt sanctity him •• •• he shall be holy 

unto thee ••• •38 

The c;rovn ot kingship 

It is written iJI it, • ••• Thou shalt set hi111 king over tbee ••• 1139 so 

that his tear shall .be over you.40 
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lN,t the crpwn ot a good name 
(This is) One who poss esses good deeds and whose reputation 1s good · be

cause of his deeds, and we do not find a "crown." 1n the Torah tor 

which one is obligated to honor him. Still this (crown) is more 

important than all the others because all three (fomentioned) crowns 

are dependent upon it. For ii' one is a sage, and bas a bad reputa• 

tion, it i s permitted to despise hi.m.41 Arxl 11' one is a high priest. 

as they say in Yoma, •May the desceooents ot tbe heathe, who do th9 

work of Aaron, arrive 1n peace, but th.e descendent or Aaron vbo does 

not do the work or Aaron, he shall not come in peace."42 Al'd U one 

be a king, it is written, • ••• Nor curse a ruler or thy people,•3 

(meaning) only when he acts as thy people act.44 

4:14 

Wander torth to a home o! the Torah 

If there are no sages in your place. 

Hfil e,v not tba t the Torah w111 come ans thee 

Sages will come here. 

For there thy associates will establish thee ip possession o! it 
Do not rely (upon the tact) that wh91\ your colleagues coae !J'OIII the 

teacher's house, they will establish the Torah ror you so that you 

learn from them what they learned from the teacher. Rather )"OU your

self wand er forth to the place or the teacher, because one who learns 

f'rom the student's mouth 1s not the same as one who learns tro. the 

teacher's 1110Uth. 

Another explanation ,..f "l.'nr there~ associat es Vill establish thee 



... 

1n possession of it." ~'11,y do I say to 1ou, "Wander forth to a home 

ot the Torah?• Because "there tey associates will establish thee in 

possession or it•" Bnn if you are ver:, sharp and acute, the 

Torah Vill not be establlahed tor you except through your collea

gues when you discuss it with th•• And this 1s vey he concludes, 

"Am lean .not upon thine own understandl.ng." 

4:15 

It is not in our power 

'Ibis is like, "He vu unable to anav.-, •45 that is, we do not know why 

the way of the evil is prosperou nor why the righteous are at'nict

ed with pwiisbllent. 

Another explanation : We, in the period of the exile, have neither 

the rest and quiet that the Holy One Blessed Be He usually gives to 

tlie wicked 1n order to drin them out tro■ the world to coae, nor the 

special arructions of love - excluding neglect or the stud7 or 

Torah - which belong to the rlgbteousi that is, we are not 1n the 

categoey or the vi.eked because we do not ban rest that they have, 

nor have we reached the categor;r ot the righteous, beoa1&se 01U'8 are 

not afflictions of love as are theirs. 

~ betof!band 1n the salutation of peace to all aen 
.3ven to the idolators in the urket. 

Bp pther a tail to lions 

To those greater than you. 

4:16 

An ante-cbaplber 

An entrance hall. 'Ibe Araaaic or •the porch" 1a th• •entrance ball.• 46 

~ 

The king•s abode. Thus prepare yourself' in this world so that you 
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lllerit the world to come. 

Better is one hour ot repentance 

Ne4ded for repentance and good deeds. 

'!ban the whole life or the world to come 

62. 

For at that time neither repentance nor good deeds are benet'icial 

to man, tor the world to come is only for receiving the -1'9111.N tor 

that which one has accomplished in this wrlcl. 

po not appease th,y i'ell.ov .1p the hour ot his anger 

As it is written, "My- presence shall go vi.th thee, and I Will give 

thN ,Nst • .4.7 The Holy One Blessed 3e He said to Y.oses: .,.lait un

til ~ countenance ot wrath shall have passed •~ (and then I shall 

give thee Nst)."48 

And comfort him not in the hour wh!D his dead lies betop him 

For at the time of the destruction (of the Temple), The Holy One 

Blessed 3e !le, as if it were possible, mourn4d. The ministering 

angel s soll.":ht t o comfort Him and Holy Spirit answered them, "Strain 

not to comfort Me ••• 49•50 

And question him not in the hour of his vow 

To find legal excuses for permitting him (to retract) his vow. For 

at that · time for each excuse you find tor him, he will say, "I vowed 

on this understanding, "51 aoo you will no longer find an excuse tor 

him. And we find that when the Holy One Blessed Be He vowed to Moses 

that be would not enter Israel, !-1oses did not illlplore Ha immediately 

but waited and afterwards began to lmplore.52 



6J. 

In the hour of his dis grace 

When one is disgraced by sin, because he is ashamed to race people. 

And so you f'ind that when Adam sinned, ':'he Holy One Slessed Be He 

did not rneal HiJllsel.t to them till they had made girdles, as it is 

written, • ••• And they ma.de themselns g1?'11les ••• • toll.oved by, •And 

they heard the voice or the Lord ·..,od ••• "53 

4;19 

Rejoice not when thine eney raµeth 

This statement is in t he Book of Proverbs , .54 but 3aaluel the Younger 

ns accustomed to wam men about this quality 

Lest the Lord see it and it disnlease Him 

·.-lhen you have done this in your heart, it is as though this is your 

a~ent to ~arry out your desire. 

And ~e turn away His w;pth from him (unto thee) 

Since it is not written, •and it turns.h but "And He turn, 1155 its 

mean1n5 is that Re turns it (anger) from upon your enemies and t urns 

it upon Jou. 

4:20 

On clean paoer 

:-lhich lasts . Thus t he learnin~ ot childhood 1s not f orgotten. 

Unripe grapes 

That ha vti not yet fully ripened and that blunt the t eeth. · Likewise 

:1 youth ' s wis3om has not been fully settled, 9Jld his words are nei

t her received nor reflected by (other people ' s) minds. 

·,;1ne trom the vat 

~ose sediments are intermixed in it. Thus tbe yo\lth I s ifisdom 



has a mixture of doubts in it. 

Rabbi san8 "Look not at the flask" 

64. 

Rabbi had a dl!terent opinion than that of Yose. in tbe name ot 

Judah, and said that just as there can be a new vat full or old 

Vine, so there may be a youth whose sense is equal to that of eld

ers. And there are some elders who are on a lower level ot visdolll 

than ycouths are. 

4:21 

iJesire 

One who seeks to satiate his desire by means or eating, drinking, 

copulation, and similar things. 

Ambit\9D 

That men shc~ld honor hiJll. 

4:22 

They that are born are destined to die 

Anyone who is bom is already destined t.o die. 

And tbe dead 

Are destined to relive and stand (in judgaent) on the ;)ay or 

Judgment, some gaining eternal lU'e and some gaining eternal shame 

and horor. 

And the living to be Judged 

Stand to be judged on the Day of J1,1dgment. 

To know 

From others . 

To :aake known 

To others. 



And to be made conscious 

To und erst.and by oneself. 

He is the Maker 

That th~ whole world is 1n His band as clay is in the bAl¥f ot the 

potter. And what is the meaning (or this)t Since "He is the Cre

ator" who created the entire world ex nihUo, Re can therefore ao 
as He wishes with it. 

He is the Discerner, He is the Judge 

After He discerns all men' s acts. He brings them (men) in judgment 

before Him. 

Re is the Comolainant 

For be sW111110ns tbe sinners. 

He it is that will in future judge 

In the world to come. 

Nor respect of persons, nor taking or bribes 

For Re does not show favor even to the most. righteous 11111n, by not 

punishing him for his m.inor transgression. 

And lie does not take a good deed as a bribe tor a transgression. 

but He gi.es reward tor the good deed and punishment ror the trans

gression. Thus explained Ra!lbam. 

Know also that ever;,tbing is according to the Nclroning 

One coin and (then) another add up to a large amount. Likewise 111-

nor transgressions when they a" 11Ultiplied oOllle to a large amount. 

And perrorce thou vast .tomec1 
For the soul does not want to leave "the curtain ot Heaven,•.56 a 

pure place where the souls rest, 1n order to enter the woman• a vo111b, 



into an unclean place• and so an angel comes am reaons it against 

it.a vUl and places it the woman• s woab. 

W PR1°m tbpu. en bo£a 
.At the tille ot birth, it (the bab7) does not want l•ve (the lllOllb) 

and an angel ooa• and rwfte it againat its vlll • 

. w tbpg live,!: m:tm• 
Man 1• budened b7 attllotions arid wishes to die, bit cannot. 

66. 
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~-11th tep saYings 

nne "And He said's"1 and "In the beginning ••• •2 vbicb is also a say. 

inf; , as it 1s written, "By the word or the Lord were the hea-.ens 

1118de ••• J.4 

;Jho destroy tbe world 

If any man has caused a single soul to perish rro111 Israel. it is as 

t hou:::h he had caused a whole vorld to perish,5 and the Wicked who 

cause their souls to perish through their iniquities are as t hough 

they have caused the whole world to perish, -- thus I round. But it 

seems to me that they are actually destroying the world in that they 

weight the entire world toward pilt, and as a result the world is 

destroyed because or tha. 

That was created with ten ffY1pn 

For one who destroys work done in one :Jay cannot be compared to (one 

who destroys) work done in ma.ey days. 

5:2 

To make known the patience o~ God 

You, too , do not be surpriaed that He bas prolonged the evil kingdom 

who enslave Hil' people all these ;rears, Cor He was even more patient 

with the generations fl'Om Adam to Noah, but an.ervard they were drowned. 

And received the reward they should all have eamfii 

He perfon11ed &Ood deeds corresponding to the amount fitting tor all or 

them to have pertonned ; therefore, all or the were saved by means of 

h i s 111erit. And just as he took upon hiJlselt the respc,nsib111ty tor per-
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rondng the good deeds corresponding to allot theirs 1n this world, 

so in the world-to-come, be received th• reward corresponding to theirs. 

"For everyone has two portions, one in the Garden ot Fden, and one 

in Geh1nn011. (The righteous man) having been declared innocent, takes 

his awn portion and bis fellow's port.ion 1n the Gan Faen. (Tbe nil 

man) bannl been declared guilty, takes his own portion and bis f'el-
., 

low' s portion in Gehinnom. "0 

Ten Trials 
1. Ur ot Chaldees, When Nirrod threw him to the furnace ot t1re.1 

2. "Get thee out ot tey country ••• "8 

J. "And there was a !amine ••• n9 

4. " ••• And the woman was taken into Pharoah's house.•10 

.5. The •r ot the kings.ll 

6. The confrontation of tbe covenant between the pieces vben .}od 

showed hiJa the kingdoras' enslavements (of Israel). 12 

7. The circuJlCision.lJ 

8. • ••• And Abimelech ••• sent, and took Sarab."14 

9. • ••• cast out this bondwoman and her son ••• "15 

10. The atte:tpted orfering of Isaac.16 

Ten lliracles were ,aought for OW' tatbep in Eqpt 

In that they-were saTed frolQ the ten plagues, tor all or 1.b• befell 

Egypt and not Israel. 

And ten at th• CRed) sea 

l. • ••• And the waters were divided. •17 

2. Tbat the sea was made into a type of tent, into which Israel 

entered, as i.t b written, "Thou hast stricken tllrough with 



his rods the head ot his rulers.•18 

). '!hat the bottom of the sea becallle dry w1thoat -.ad or 11.1M, as 

it is written, •aat the children ot Israel walked upon dr., land ••• •19 

4. Tbat the bottolll ot the sea upon which the lgypt.ians vho are pa.r

suing Israel tread upon. becaae dup and was ude into •d and 

sllie, as it is vri.tten, 11Tbe foaming or lllighty waters. •20 

5. That the water that was congealed at the bottom ot the sea was 

not one piece but small pieces like bricks and building stones 

arranged next. to each other, as it is written, "Thou didst break 

the sea 1n pieces by Thy- strength ••• •21 in that it vas broken 

into pieces. 

6. That the congealed water solidi.tied and becaae as hard as rocks, 

as it is "W!'itten, "Thou didst shatter the heads ot the sea 1110~ 

sters ..... 22 tor the 1117Ptians are surnamed •sea 1110natera.• 

7. That the sea was separated into twelve segments so that ea.oh 

tribe lllight pass through its own single path. And thus it. is 

written, "To Rim who divided the {Red) Sea in sunder ••• 1123 

8. That the water congealed like sapbire, onyx, and glass, so that 

the tribes might see one another when the pillar of tire gave 

light to them. And this is what is said, ".Darkness ot water, 

t hick clouds of the skies, • 24 that is, the gathering ot the water 

which was like thick clouds in the skies, (became) clear like the 

sky itselt. 

9. That there came !'orth from 1t {t he sea) fresh water, tor this 

~hat is said, •The noods ••••• •25 



l0. That atter they drank ~tner they wanted bo11 it. the remain

ds' congealed and became heaps, as it 1s V2'1tten, • ••• The .w..ters 

were piled up, the noods stood upright as a beap ••• •26 

Ten plagues did the HolY Ope Blessed Be He bring upon the Eqptiau 

in EgYpt. 

D-z-kh, 'A-d-ah, B-ALb-v.27 

And ten at the sea 

·,'lhicb correspond to the ten falls that are in the song ot, •Tbus 

the Lord saved ••• 1128 

1. " ••• Hath He cast in the sea ••• "29 

2 . " ••• Hath He cast into the sea. ••• ■JO 

3. 11 ••• Are sunk in the ~ed Sea "Jl 

4. "The deeps cover them --•• "32 

5. "They went down in the deptha ..... JJ 

6. " ••• Dasheth in pieces the enemy. n)4 

7. " •• • Thou overthrowest th• that rise up against tbee ••• •35 

8. " ••• It conswnetb them as stubble."36 

9. " ••• The sea covered th811l. "J7 

10. 11Tbq sank as lead. 11J8 

Thus t~ere are ten Ml.s. a&t, 11The earth swallowed th9111•39 is not 

included in the count of the t'alls because this was their tavor (n8l!le

ly) that they aerited burial. 

:'11th ten trials did our fathers trz the Holy One Blessed Be He1 in 

the wilderness 

Two at the sea: one at the going down (to the sea) where it is said, 

70. 
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"Because there were no graves in Eg;rpt,.40 and one a t the going up 

Ctl"Olll the sea).41 (Two with water): "And when t.hey came to Marah ..... 

the people IIQl"l!lll"ed •• • "42 and once 1n Rephidim, "Wberetore the people 

stroTe with Mosea ••• .4J Two with the manna: " ••• Let no .an go out ••• " 

• ••• there went out SO!le ••• 1144 (Al.so), • ••• Let no man leave ot it ••••• 

but soae or th• lett of it ••• ..4S Tvo With the cooked meat: . the t1rst, 

• ••• When we sat bT the fiesb-pots ••• .46 and the second eplaod• ot cooked 

meat, "And the mued lllllltitude that was among t h•••• "47 One With 

t .he golden oalt, 48 and one With the co11tplainers and spies which vas 

the tenth. There it is written, "Yet you have put 11te to the proot 

t hese ten tiaes and bne not hearkened to Hy voice ••• ..49 

No unclean accedept ever befell the High Priest 9A the PY ot Aton811lent 

Because this was a detil811l91lt that discharged from bis bod¥, it was 

110re shameful and u1lier than the other defilements. 

The rain never quenched the tire of the wood-p:U• on the altar 

Even though the al tar was 1n an exposed pl.ace. 

Neither did the wind oyercome the coJy,r of 8110ke that arose t.herehom 

So that it would not rise straight up and ascend. 

Nor was there ever toy.nd any disguali.tYing detect 1n the Wte 0£ 

in the two loaves Con Pentecost) or 1n the shnbread 

For if'~ disquali.fying defect were found in thea prior to their 

being !ultilled as a precept, t. would have been impossible to sacrl

.tioe others 1n place or them; because •the omer" was cut at night and 

not ver, lllllCh was cut, and because •tho two lc.£.ves (on r ~ntllC!Ot:t)• ~~dN 



baked before the eve or the holiday and their baking does not take 

precedence or the bollday,.50 and likewise "the shevbrad• was baked 

before the eve of Sabbath. 

Closely pr•1sed together 

This ia an expression ot "floating on water.•.51 Because ot th• larg

neas or the crolld each aan vas preased against bis neighbor until 

their feet vere lifted up trOlll the ground and they were sunding 

1n the air. 

'Ibey f'opnd yple space to prostrate themselves 

At the ti.me ot prostration a airacle waa pertoraed tor th•, vb•~ 

upon they prost rat ed theaselves Vitb uiple spllce, each .an a distance 

ot four cubits troM his neighbor so that one could not hear his neigh

bor when he confessed and made aention ot his sins. 

'lbe place is too narrgv tor me to lodge ovemight in Jerusalem.52 

Read it thusly! Because the AU-Present provided them with their 

lhelihood, not one or the had to leave there and say, "My U ·veU

hoocl is 11.aited and I caMot dwell in Jerusalea." And there a1-e 

books that have written in them, "'A'hen I shall lodge ovemight, • 

which is said in regard to those who IUde the festival. pilgrimage. 

For there•• .not one UIOng th• who was crowded when be lodged o·.ar

night in Jerusalem due to the overorovded condition ot the place. 

('Ibis is) like, "'lbe place is too stJ'llit for•• Gin place to•• that 

I lllly dwell. •S) 

.5 :6 

In the twilight 
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On the en or the first sabbath before Creation was completed. 

The •outh ot the earth 
To swallow up Korah.54 

The mouth of the veil 

The well or Hiriam that used to travel with Israel in the deserts on 

all joumeys.55 And some say that Israel opened its 1110Uth and re

cited a song, as i t is said, "Spring up, 0 ,Tell, -- sing 7e unto 

it ..... 56 

The mouth or the ass 

A decree was placed upon the tWillght that it should speak With Ba

laam.57 

The rainbow 

As a covenant al sign that there would never again be a flood • .58 

The manna 

That it should descend to Israel for f orty years in the desert. 

:'he rod 

·lhich was made of sap::>hire and by which the signs wert, performa:i .59 

The Shamir 

A type of worm about the size of a barley corn. ,-/hen it was passed 

over stones traced with ink, they (the letters) would be graven by 

themselves. And the7 engraved the Spbod_ and breastplate With it, 

as i t is written about it. " .•• In their settinga ••• 6on6l 

The writing on the tables 

:he forn or t he letter s that were e~graved on t he tablets. 

And t he in.Strwnent of writing62 

(The letters) t hat were readable from all !our sides .63 
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And tbe tables of stone 

;.1hich vere made of saPfld.Nt and whose length was s1.x and whose width 

was six and whose thickness was three; Just like one stone Whose 

length, width,~ thickness were equal and which was jiV1.ded into 

two parts that were rolled up and h8)ltl out of the sphere ot the sun.64 

The destroYing spirits also ~ 

These are t he demons . For after the Holy One Blessed Be He created 

Adam and !Ne, He occupied himself with their (the delllOns) creation. 

And af'ter He created their spirits, :le did not h~ve sufficient tiiae 

before the day ended to create t heir bodies. So they remained spi

rits without bodies.65 

And the ram of Abrahapl.1 our father 

A decree was placed upon it at t wilii h t , that it should be caught by 

its homs in the thicket at the time of the attempted sacrifice ol 

Isaac. 66 

Tongs also made With tongs 

The Targum is "tongs. tt6? Tongs are made only by other t ongs, but who 

made the f'irst pair? (You must admit) against. your will t hat t hey 

were made in Beaven and were created at twili6ht. And this is re

jected in the chapter in the TalJllud in chapter, 1~JW ,_.1pD where 

they said , "It is possible that the f'ir st tongs were made 1n a formJ 

t hey melted t he copper in fir e and poured it into t he fot"lll and the 

tongs CQle t.o be 1nstant)3. "68 

Of an uncultured 11@:Il 

74. 



Thii, 1s an expression of "unfinished metal vesse1s•69 whose manufac

turing process was not completed. Likewise a man whose know-

ledge is inc011lplete either in ethics or in wisdom is called an "Un

finished thing." 

Does not sneak be1'ore him who is greater than he in wisdom 

For thus we find about 'Eleazar and Ithamar who did not want to speak 

before their father (Aaron) when Hoses was ang1"7 with them, but Aaron 

answet'Erl. 70 

And does not break in uoon the speech of his fellow 

So that he will not confuse him, as it is written, " ••• Rear now m,y 

words ••• •71 - (meaning) Wait until I have spoken. (It this applies 

to God), how much the more so to the average man. 72 

He is not hasty to answer 

So that his answer will be proper. And thus it states concemihg 

Elihu, " ••• Sutter me a little and I will tell thee ••• "7J 

He questions according to the subject matter, and answers to the point 

Here this is counted as one "mark." And thus is lts explanation: 

:•Jhen the student questions "according to the subject Mtter," that is, 

about the same subject as they are occupied with, the teacher then 

anS1fers •to the point.• But should the student ask something not 

"accoruing to the subject matter,• he then !llllkes the teacher answer 

not to the point. (This is) sWlar to what Rabbi Hiyya said to 

Rab, 11·-Jben Rabbi is occupied with one tractate1 do not ask him a 

question relating to another tractate.•74 And so you f'i"'~ with the 

l!len who were defiled by a deM man, that when they saw Moses occupied 
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with the laws ot Passover, they asked h1.m about. that very subject. 

matter.75 

He speaks upon the tirst thing tyst 

And ao we find concem1ng the Roly One Blessed Be He to llb011 Moses 

said, "Who am I, that I should go unto Pharoah7"76 - which 1a the 

tirst (question), and " ••• That I sould bring forth the r.~ren ~ 

Israel 1•7? -- wbioh 1s the second. And the Holy' One Blessed Be He 

gave bill an answer on the tirst (question), " ••• Certainl,y I will be 

with thee ••• •78 and on the second. • ••• When thou bast. brought torth 

the people CNt ot F«7Pt, ye shall serve God ••• •79 

Regarding tbat vbicb he bas not understood, he_ says: I do not \lnder-

stand it 
It one has re:rdered a legal decision through his own logical deductions, 

he should not say, "thus I leamed 1'l"Olll r,v teachers." And ve round 

ooncerning the 119D of Haran, that llben Jacob asked th•• •ts it well 

With bill?", that they said to hia, "It is well, and behold, Rachel, 

bis daughter, 0011etb vi.th the sbeep,•80 that is, •nu..s ve know, wt 1.t 

you va.nt to ask .ore, behold, Rachel, his daughter, cometh with th• 

sheep, and she will tell you, for we do not know more than this. 1181 

And he acJmgwledges the tnth 

Even though be is able to substantiate his words With legal claima 

that h• possesses. And so we find that when Aaron had dl81d. .. illld 

Moses and said to hint, "U you heard (a lenient Nling) conceming 

taporary holy 11111tters, then y<N cannot be lenient conceming perMnent 

holy matters," " ••• When Moses heard that, it was well-pleasing in 

hi.a sight, 1182 ne confessed and vaa not aabaaed to say. "I did not 
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understand,• instead~. 'I understood, but torgot • .SJ 

DI! £!!!£1• ot all this 11 to be 1'gupl in M uncg.l.t1p:ed !!Q 

Th• renree ot these 11&rka Vbicb are tound in tb• Wiee aan ie tOWlll 

1n •a uncultured -.n." 

A ciearth IPfMU tn,, dpupt 

The n.1ns d1atniah and as a result or this grain is -,re preciou. 

A dearth ensues tro. t.11,z it 

Because ot invading troops. people cannot gather the produce. 

An S!:!rPJMt.Jpg d,stb 

The slrt is like iron am the earth Ulce braas.84 

'lb• epcgt1op ot vbJ,cb, M•••t• ta pot !09t1n Ya! !Bmt.1an pt • 

b1J¥R tribunal 

About vbich no Rabbinical lav •• .-de. 

Apt tor th• yiolation or thp 1av regardtpg th• t'Nitf ot th• Sf!!9t!l 

mt 
P'or people do business Vitb th• and do not accord tb• the Nnctity 

o_t the snentb year. 

For the d•l& ot a•Uce 
Ot tinding the guilt7 innocent and indicting the innocent. 

W qp. aocopnt ot th• otteppe ot tbpp• vbo interpret \ht To19 mt 

aoopJ'$pg to ita ta• •w• 
BT forbidding the permitted thing and b7 pel'llitting the torbiddtn 

thiM• 

5:9 
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(An oath) in vain which is not needed. 

ptotapat1on ot the Diyine Ny• 

One who detiantq COllllits a sin 1n pu.blic. 0:r it ma.7 also mean that 

people look and learn troa hia actions. 

And the neglect ot the mr or rest tor the sou 
For tbe;y plow and seed dlll"iDg th! Sabbatical Year. 

Fpr the detaul,t ot giytng the titbe to the P99£ in th• !:b1t4 x,ear 

During the tb1rd and sixth ,-rs the "Poor 11111n•s tithe•SS is set 

as1de tor the year or rest tor the soil, instead or the "Second tithe"86 

which is set aside during the other years. 

For robbing the poor ot the grants legally assigned to them 

The gleanings, abeans forgotten 1n the neld, the comers ot the 

field, the fallen fruit, and the gleaning reaernd tor the poor.87 

5:10 

What 1s mine 1s me, •pd what 1s tb1P., J.s thine 

I do not want to drive benetit fl'Oll· you and, oh that 1'111 Ifill not de

rive benetit from 11.e. 

Some say. this is a character ]1!£• that of Sod.99 

This llltltter comes close to a character like that of Sodo... For it 

one holds this principle, he does not want to let his neighbor derive 

benefit, troa so!llething (or his) which his neighbor can use, and trom 

lfhich be sutrers no loss. And such was the character ot Sodom that 

they intemed to refuse visitors among th9111selves, even though the 

land was spaciou.s and they were not lacking anything. 

He who sap, ":-Jhat is mine 1s thine. and Vh&t 1s thine i.s llin•" 
One wbo derives and renders benefit equally. This is the ordinary 
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~ of life. bllt such a person does not knOtf Sc.ript.ure, as it is writ

ten. • ••• a.it he that hateth gilts shall Uve • .SS And this (the Mish

nah says) is the language of the boor which 58 said ever,wtiere by one 

Who wants world illprovement but does not have the Wisdom to distinguish 

between wort.by improT8aenta. 

~oJhat 1s mina 1§ thil}e, and wbat 1s thipa is thine 

One who renders benefit to others from his possessions but who does 

not derive benetit f'rolll others. 

Is a saint 

One who perfol'!lls beyond the letter of' the Lav. 

5:11 

Thus we read : He whom 1 t is easy to provoke and easz to paclli1 bis 

gain disappears in his loss; he whom it 1s bard to provoke apd ba:ro 

to pacitY1 bis loss disappears in his gain 

A man who angers quickly over ar13 111.tter, although be repents and is 

appeased quickly', his loss is greater than lds gain because 1110st or 

his act.ions are spoiled in as mch as he is easily angered over every 

lll!ltter, att he whom it is hard to proTOke, nen though he has the bad 

character trait of being hard to pacify, his loss - that he is hard to 

!)aCU'y - comes out less then his reward - that he is hard to proTOke -

which is greater and 1110st or his actions are proper, And there are 

so111e who read this the opposite vay-. &it this version seems con-ect 

to me. 

5:12 

He who guiclli understands and quickly rorgets1 his pin disappears 

in his lo,as 

79. 



Since one torgets what one learns, what benetit is there 1n that one 

1s quick to underatandf Tbe result is that his loss is greater than 

bis gain. 

Be who )Wierstagis !(1th di!tieultt1 apd forgets Vi.th dittic:ultz, his 

loss disaPP!!J1 in his gatp 

For the good characteristic that he possesses is better than the de

fective characten.stic. since he remelllbers and does not forget what 

he bas umerstood atter dU't1cult7. And ve deduce tro• t.his that 1t 

we ban before us two students and have only enough tood tor one ot 

them, ve give precedence to he "who forgets with dU'tiCQlt7• Oflr 

"he who quickly understands.• 

Ris is an ey1l port.ion 

It was not proper to teach here about the pious or the Vi.eked tor 

this (1. e., deticienci.es pointed out 1n our Mlshnah) is SO!llething 

not dependent upon aan's choice, but 1s a deficiency that one bas f'l"OIII 

the v917 beginning or bis oreation • 

.5,13 

As to •lesgiying - there are tw dispositiops 

That 1s. in the act c4 alJugiTing and not 1n the al.Jllsgivers th•selves, 

for there is included a!llOng them (almsgivers) SO!lleone vho does not 

give. And siailarly in the following (Mlabnah) eoncendng those ,mo 

attend the house ot study, it reters to the atterxtence at the house 

ot study. 

His V• is eyil toward what. appertains to others 

For he knows that abtsgi'f'ing 111.akea one rich and he does not want others 

to become rich. 

ao. 



Another explanation: (Someti.Jles) there is someone who watches onr 

hie relatives' 110ney more than his own. So even thOUgh be donates. 

be does not want his relatives to donate in order that they not lose 

their 1110ney. And this (explanation of) "His eye is evil to what apper

tains to others" is like that ot "His eye is nil against what is his 

own" which is at the end (part ot the Misbnah). 

5:14 

He who goes and does not practice 

This is one who goes to the hoase ot study- to leam and who does not 

review f,.1s lea.ming), so that he learns but does not understand. 

He vbo practicts, but does not go 

This is one vho learns and rev181fs in th• house ot study that 1s 

in his own home. 

Amens those that sit betore tbe vise 

That which was before concerning the "tour qualities in disciples"89 

was 1n reterence to remembering and forget.ting. but this now is in 

reference to correct logical thinking and to separation or correct 

rrom incorrect infol'llllltion. 

A sponge 

Which absorbs water whether it be muddy or clear. So there is one 

whose mind is broad and who lets in everything that he leanis and who 

doesn't have the capacity to separate truth from falsity. 

A funnel 

A utensil that. one places on the lid or a barrel or leather bottle 

when ontt .uh to fill it With wine or oil. 



Which lets 1n at one enc.t and out at tee other 

So there is one who lets in everything that he lea.ms and as soon 

as be swallows it. so soon does he vomit it 011t. 

A •trainer 
One who lets out all that he learns in the house or study. but retains 

useless Wormation. 

A sieve 

Arter 'the bran and grit have been tiltered out tr0111 the ground no.ar 

there renains tine flour together with the coarse tine flour vhiob 

is tbe illportant ingredient. Then one tilters this through a very 

fine ai.en through which all that fine nour which is llie white grains 

of dust. drops down, so that the important course tine flour .rcains. 

In this J11aMer the aeal-otterings vere naade. Thus there is one who 

has the capacity to separate and cleanse learning and Who retains the 

truth from amidst the falsity and the vanity. 

5:16 

Whenever love depends upon some material cauae 

For it does not last. 1.Jhen the thing that was the cause tor that love 

passes away the love also passes away. But all love that is not 

dependent upon a material cause but rather upon a lasting cause-· 

like the love of the righteous and the sa~es -- never perishes because 

the thing which is the cause for this love does not pass away; thus 

love does not pass away. 

The love of Amnon and Tamar90 

Because or her beauty. 

The love or Dlvid and Jonathan91 
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To fulfill the will of their !~er. For J~athan said to David , 
I 

8J. 

11 
••• And thou shalt be king over Israel and I shall be next unto thee ••• "92 

Every controversy that is in the nan!e of Heaven, shall 1n the end lead 

to a permanent result. 

That is. the men of this· controversy endure and do not perish, as 

was the case of "the controversy of Hillel and Shamma1" where nei ther 

the students of the School of 5hammai n.or the students of t he 3chool 

of Hillel perished. (3ut in contradiction) "Korab and his company" 

did !)erish . 

And ! heard the explanation of " ••• Shall in the end lead ••• " (as meaning ) 

~ ts ai:n, and the objective of its activity.• As for controversy that 

in the name of Heaven, the aim and objective of this controversy is 

to attain truth which endures , as it is wrttten, "From out of the 

debate the truth is clarified, ,93 as it was clarified with the cont ro

versies of Hillel and Shanunai that the law is accoMing to the School 

of ~illel. Bu t as for contr oversy that is not in the name of Heaven, 

t he ai.ra sought t hr ou:;h thi,; i s the quest for dorninance and love of 

di3lectics. 3ut thi s objective does not endure , as we find with "the 

co:1troversy of Korah and his corapany, " the aim and objective of their 

intentions being quest for honor and power. 

T'~rcu1·,h him no sin shall be brou;:ht about 

So that he will not be in Hell, and his disciples in Heaven. 94 

3hall n"t have t he .means to repent 

So that he will not be in Heaven, =ind his disciples in He11.95 



And made man.y righteous 

For he taught the Torah to all Israel . 

"He executed the ri&hteousness of the Lord, :ind Ris ordinances with 

Israel"96 

And :Us or:Jinances that were (done toGether) with I s rael, (i t was ) 

a s if be bad made them 9erfom the~. 

" •• • Which he sinned , and wherewith he made Israel sin • • • "97 

3ince it does not say-, "For the s in of Jeroboam and Israel, " we leam 

f rom this that everything was depend ent upo~ Jeroboam. 

I s of the disci oles of AbrahaM1 our father 

Learnin,;: from him and follovin5 in his ways . 

A g.ood eye 

One who is sati sfied wit h what he has and who does not 1es1re others • 

inone}'• For thus we find t hat Abraham said t o the king of 5odom, 

94. 

" •• • I will not take a thread nor a shoe- lache~ nor au~ht that is th1ne ••• n98 

A humble ?dnd 

Ex!'.raordinaey- hUJ11bleness. And t hus we f ind Abraham say1.n; , " •• • And 

wh-, .:am I but dust and ashes?"99 

A~d a lowlv spirit 

(::eanins ) caution and abstinance from lusts. And we fi.11d this about 

Abraham, as it i s written, " ••• 3ehol~ now, I know that t hou ar t a fair 

· .. o:,.an t o look 1.1?()n , .. 1oo for until tha!. tiJTle he did not recognize this 

about her because of his great decency.101 And concerning Balaam we find 

"6.n evil eye" because h~ knew that it was evil in the sight of 

' od for him to go near 3alaak, but still he did go in order to get a 

r e~,aro. for it i s written , " ••• Ir 3:llaak would give 111e his house full 



of silver and 6old ••• "102 

A haughty 1111nd 

For he said, "The saying of him who heareth the words ot Jod and know

est the knowledge of the Host High. 11lOJ 

And a PfOUd spirit 

For if he had not had great lust, he would not have advised jeclaring 

the daughters of 1'.oab !i"ee for h3rlotry.104 And the sages said, 

"Balaam committed bestiality with his ass ."105 

That I nay cause those that love ae to inherit substance 

Abraham was called "a triend , 11106 as it i s written, " ••• The seej or 
Abraham ~b' friend ••• 11107 

Substance 

(Rei'ers) to this world . 

And that I w .r111 their treasuries 

(Reterring) to the world to come. 

Men or blood 

Salaam was ealloo a man ot blood because he felled twenty-tour thou

sand Israelites with his coun.sel.108 

Be as strong as a leopard 

This leopard b born from (the union ot) boar and lioness. For when 

the lions get sexually excited, the lioness sticks her head in the 

forest thickets and roars !or and demaa:ls the male, but the boar bears 

her roar and mates with her. So a leoparo rewlts from the two ot 

them, and because it is a bastard, it is arrogant even tbo11gh it does 

not ban too 11110h strength. UkW1.se you, too, be arrogant and be 
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not ashamed to ask your teacbar about what you did not understand, 

just as we leamed, "Nor can the diffident learn.•109 

And light as an eagle 

To review your learning and not be tired, as it is written, "They 

86. 

shall lllount up with wings as eaglesi they shall run, and not be weary ••• wllO 

Fleet as a hart 

To pursue the precepts. 

And strong. as a lion 

To subdue your evn inclination toward sin. 

The bold-faced 

Because arrogance is recogniuble on one's lace, as it 1s written. 

"A wicked man hardeneth his face ••• 11111 i therefore he (evil man) is 

That Thy city be speedil.Y Nbuilt in oy.r dazs 

That is, "Just as you were gracious to us (to give us) this 11&¥, 

that is a sign to the seed or Abraham, {to be) lllOdest, '!UercU'ul, and 

performers of acts or loving-kindness, 11112 so may it be Thy will 

" ••• that Tity city be speedil,Y rebt1ilt9 • • etc." 

5:21 

.U five years the a6e is reached for the study or the Scriutu.re 

One teaches {it) from the forbidden yearllJ (on), as it is written, 

" ••• Three years shall it be as forbidden unto you •••• and in the fourth 

year, all the fruit thel"«\fsball be held, tor giving praise ••• 11114 

(meaning) that o.ne's father should teach Clle the tom ot the letters and 

recognition ot the pointing. "&it 1n the fifth year raay ye eat or the 

fruit thereof, that it may yield unto you more richly the increase 

J 



thereo1' ••• •ll.5 (meaning) that from then on " ••• sturr them with Torah, 

like an ox. "116 

At ten tor the stgdy 0£ the Mishgab 

For one leams Scripture tor five yea.rs and Mishnab tor rtve years, 

and Tabmd tor ti.fl years. Hence the d.ictwa: It a student does not 

see progress in his studies after fi.ve ,ears, he never will, as it 

is written, "This 1s that which pertains unto the Lentes: Fro■ twen

ty and five -,ears old and upward they shall go in to perf'om the 

serrtce ••• •117 (meaning) that one comes and learns the laws ot the 

service tor tiTe years (tor) • ••• troa thirty ye&r•-old ••• •118 one 

performs the semce.ll9 

At thirteen tor the tulN ]]pt. ot the CO!lllllilJp9!ts 

As it is written, "When a'mad or woman shall collUllit any sin that men 

co!llldt ••• ttl20 Moreover con.c9J"l'ling Shechem it 1s written, "• •• That 

two or the sons o1' Jacob, Simeon and Lffi, Dinah's brethren, took 

each • man I his sword ••• "121, and Levi in this chapter vas but thirteen 

years ot age,122 but yet was called a "man." 

At eighteen tor marriage 

The word 9man" is written nineteen ti!lles 1n the section ot Genesis 

begiMing With, •And God said: let u~ lllllke 'un• ••• 123 until "And 

the rib •••• !'llade He ••• ■124 once tor the subject itsel.t so that eighteen 

are lert for interpretation. 

At twe.nt;r tor seeking a Uvellhoodl25 

Arter one• s sustinance. Arter one bas studied Scripture, 1/.ishnah, 

and Talmud, and has married and bome children, one 1111st go al"Ollnd 



and seek llnllhood. 

Another explanation: At twenty Heaven pu-rsues him and p.inishes him 

tor his deeds, for the Court on High does not punish anyone less than 

twenty ~rs ot age.126 

At thirty tor entering tnto one's rµu strength 

For the Levites used to set up t.he Tabernacle and load anl unload the 

wagons and carry (the utensils) on their shoulder.- 11 
••• trom tbirt.7 

years old an:! upward. 11127 

At forty tor understanding 

For alter the forty years that Israel was in the desert, !loses said 

t.o them, " ••• mt the u,rd bath not given 10U a heart. to know. and eyes 

to see, and ears to hear, unto tb11 day. 11128 129 

At t1tt7 tor counsel 

As it 1s written conceffiing the Levites, 11 
••• And troa the age ot ruty 

years they shall return from the service of the work, and shall serve 

no more; but sball lllinister with their bret.hren ••• •lJO And what is this 

ministry? '!bat he give them counsel! 

At si.Jtty a man attains old age 

As it is written, "Thou shalt. come to tey grave in a ripe old age •• •131 

"In thy ripe old age" equals the number s1xtyl'.32 in Jeomatr1.a.l'.3'.3 

At sevent;y;, the boag head 

As i t is written about :lavid, "and he died in a good old age ••• •l'.34 

For the days or his life were sevent7 years.135 

At eightz, the ;;:Ut or special strength 

88. 

As it is writ ten, " ••• Or even by reas~n of strength, four seore years ••• •136 

At ninety. to sink down 



I oe 

One walks bowed down and bent. And some say this is an expression or 

" ••• a deep pit."l)? 

5:22 

Turn 1 t { the Tol'Qb) and turn it oyer again 

The Torah. 

For eyer;yUµng 1.s 1n 1 t 

For you will rind everything in it. 

And wax grez and old over 1 t 

Do not forsake it till (your) old age. 

Arp stir not rrorn it 

That you not say. "! learned Is.,-ael's Wisdom, (now) I shall go and 

seek Greek wisdom, : for i t i s penrd tted to learn Jreek visdOlll only 

in a place where it is forbidden to meditate on words ot Torah, 1. e. 

- in the bath4house or in the pri.vy. ·,-Jhen they asked Rabbi Joshua, 

can a rnan t each hi s son ,}reek (wisdom)? He said to t hem, •reach hiM 

at a time that i s neit her day nor ni; ht , for i t 1s written, • ••• Bu,t 

thou shalt ~editate t hereon day and nizht. 138•139 

5:23 

Accordw to the labor is the reward 

Correspond i nc to the amount of anguish that you bear in the study of 

Torah and in perfo~ the precepts , so will your reward be increased. 

THE TRACTATE OF ABOTH IS COHPLEm:D 
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CRAPrD I 

Footnotes 

1. A ooll.ec-tian ot Oral Laws, edited by Rabbi hdah ban•Naai. 

2. A sage ot the Misbnah whose teachings are contained in the [fbMh 
and in the aan.vtha• living soaeti.Ja.e between 10 and 220 c •• 

3. Judges 2,7. All translJltions are taken fltGm. the Jewish Fubll
cation Society tNnSl.ation ot The Hol.y Scrlptgrfl - 1917. Jwuh 
P\lbllcat1on Soc1et7, Pbiladelphi&. 

4. I S&mel 119 • 

.5. I Samel l. 

6. Y81'Wlbalai Berakboth 2~. (lrvtashin' Dand Bur Jtanubab, JB6o). 

8. Haggai 1,1. 

9. Zechariah 1 ,1. 

10. Malachi. 1 ,1 • . 

11. Nebmab l ' l• 

12. Yoma 69b. All translations are taken trom The BabYlppJ!:p DtJrr?, 
ed. Rabbi Dr. I. Epstein (6 vols., London: The Soncbino Preas, 19'ta). 

13. Deu.t.eron<Jlq 10 : 17. 

14. JeNlllliah spoke, • • • • the great, the lligbt7 -JOCI ••• • (Jer. 32118), 
saying "the mighty• because God obsened the destniction ot the 
Temple and was silent. He om.tted "avtu1• beoau1e this raters 
onl3 to the T8111J>le, as it says, "Avt'ul. 1s God Ollt of thy holy 
place ••• " (Ps. 68:36) and the Temple had air-dy been destro,ed 
1n his d&15. Daniel described God as • ••• great and awful ••• " 
(Dan. 9:4) saying "the awful acts he di.d with us in the fiery 
l'umace," 1-t not as "mighty-," saying, " ••• His children 
are 1n chains, and where then 1s His might?" 

15. Nehemiah 9 :32. See also the beginn1ng of the Alddab prqer. 

16. 'l'bat God supresses His wrath, aid that he extends long-suttenng 
to the wicked. 



92. 

17. Toma 69b; Yerushalm1 3e?1lkboth ? •Uc; YeTU.sbalmi Magill&b 3174c. 

18. Berakhoth 28a. 

19. 1. ••, 1th• -,ming o£ lite,• ,-ou.th. 

20. 1. e., 1old ~••• 

21. Ficoles1ates ui6. 

22. YffUIOth 62b. 

2). !ntemarrlage torbSdden by rabbinical enactaent. 

24. An occupation, on Sabbath or testiftls, forbidden by the rabbis 
as being out or harniony with the celebration ot the da7. 

25. Lffiticus 18:Jo. 

26. Ynaaotb 21a. 

27. Maimonides. Rabbi Moses. ~ Torah (8vola.; Jerusalem: 
!:l HBA-a'koros, 1954}. In tion. 

28. JeNllliah JJ :25. i. e., U not ror M,y Torah which 1s to be studied 
by da7 and by night, heaven aJ¥I earth would not enjoy permanence. 

29• Pesabin 68b. 

JO. A division or popula.r representatives depited to accompany the 
dail,Y sern.oe in the Taple with prayers an.d also a corresponding 
division the rural tOl'ns, answering to the di'ri.sions of priests 
and Levites. 

Jl. Ta'anith 27b. 

32. ~ Rabbah 35:2. All translations are taken trom Mid.ruh 
~~~• ed. Rabbi Dr. H. Freecbaa., am Maurice Simon. (10 vols.; 
Lo~on and Boumemouth: The Sonchino Press, 1951). 

?slams 89:3. Read as, • •• • The world is built by" mercy ••• " 
' 

34. The Targum is the Aramaic or 'th• HolY Sc;tiptures. 

3.5• Leri.tiau.s -z,. 

:,6. ?enishalmi Berakhoth 9, 14b. 

37. The tlfCl obiats (Nasi and Ab Beth Din) or the SupNlle Covt, 
since its reorganization a.rt.er Simon the Just. 

'.38. The cbiet o£ the Great sanhedrin 1n Jenisalem. 



J9. The President or the Great Sanhedrin • next 1ft dign1t1 to the 
Nasi. 

40. peyteroncgy Rabbab 4: 5• 

41. Bava l'.:ai.ah 84b. 

42. ,r,i1 -mo • (Venice, 1624), a-,, 1 • 

43. Genesis 9:25. 

44. The word "WOll&n" has a deti nite article Vi.th it. 

45. The word "woman" Without the definite article. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

.so. 
51. 

52. 

.53. 

Not 1n the menstrual state. 

Amos 4:13. 

Hagigah Sb• 

Rabbi Judah the Prince. 

Nwabera 8:U • 

Genesis Rabbah 1.8=4. 

1. ••• Mainlonides. 

Avodah 1.arah 19a and l9b • 

Sbabbatb 'Tl•• 

The Fath,n Ac~rd1ng to a.obi N:!J,han, trans. Judah OoldiJI ("Yale 
Judaica Series~ Vol. V; N%,~aven, Connecticut : Yale Uninrsity 
Press. 19.S.S, chapter. Ill. JAll. tu.rt.her quotations trom this book 
will be abbreviated AJ/1/ 

57. Pirlce de Rabbi §l:i!1fr, (Warsaw: Rabbi Pesach LevenBObn, 1878). 

,S8. Proverbs 6'1,S. 

59. Gittin 9b, lOb. 

60. No source. It may also be that. originally ,,, n-.~ may ban 
been only ,":l , which originally stood tor J 9, n~:. , and was 
later printed incorrect ly as we have it now. 

61. Gittin 57a; Sanhedrin 96b. 

62. Literally, "Father ot the court." 

1 



6J. 2a ; athr-:r; ~,,= minors . The 3eth Din bad jurisdiction over orphans. 

64. Megillah ,Sb. 

65. Yevaotb U4b. 

66. Ketbuvoth .59b. 

67. Pesahia ll.)a. 

68. I Samel 21 and 22. 

69. Am! - chapter V • 

70. .Mli - chapter m. 
71. Malachi 2: 6. 

72. Read as, • ••• a D8ll8 spread a.tar •• • • 
73. Exodus 12:21. 

74. Nif'al ot " 'to• , " ■eaning •to gather." 

75• Pesahilll 49b. 

76. Megillah 2.Sb. 

77. The in2n •wa, • 

78. Sanhedrin 10.11. 

79. Ezl"& 7:10. 

so. Genesis 18 : 5. 

81. Genesis lB •7 • 

82. J8Nllliah 9:22. 

SJ. Awth 4:1. 

84. Sanh«irin 7b. 

as. Gittin J6b. 

86. Gaiesis 313• 

87. Gen•1l• Rabbah 19i3. 

88. Proverbs J0:6. 



95. 

89. A-,oth 1:12. 

90. ~ticus 19:u. 



CHAPl'J!a II 

Footpptee 

1. instead ot • 

2. The •golden aun" ot ~tle. 

4. DiYine punishlllent through pre1ature or sud.den death. 

s. Yerusbabd. Nasir 4: 53&-. 

6. Shabbatb 6)&. 

7. Ta'anith UA. 

8. Berakhoth 29&. 

9. F.cclesiastu 10:20. 

10. Lerl.tigy Rabbah )2 =:?t Bava Bathra 4a. 

11. Rabbi Solollon the Son ot Isaac. 

12. Genesis 47,19. ,12 9 1 1n .Arulaic, shoVing ,12 aeans apty. 

13 . Dellterononi;y )O :1). 

14. I Eruvin 55&• 

15. A court, C011Posed ot 71 ... bers. 

16. Sanhedrin 8a. 

17. Berekhoth l.8bt Shabbatb 13b and 1,52a. 

18. 1 •••• D1str&et.ion. Pakud.a, Babya ban Joseph Ibn, ~ye 
R!!£1 (New York, Bloch Pllbllshing Coapany, 192S - l 1. t ction. 

19. O.teronav 30:20. 

20. 'lhe standard reading toda.7• The tena vere renrsed 1n the ftl'l
sion that Bertinoro had. 

21. Isaiah :,2:17. 

22. Retemng td Rabbi Jocbanln, the son ot 1.akkaU Sllkkah 28&; Baya 



3athra 1J4a. 

23. As a passive participle and not as a noun .. 

24. YeNshalJni Yen.moth ,5a. 

25. Avoth 2:.5. 

26. AYOth 2:1. 

?:? • Psalms .58 :6. 

za. Avoth 2:9. 

29. Bava Mezi'a. 

· 30. Tb.at part or the prayers which must be read standing and is 
usually called n').aA • 

31. The week~ Scripture lesS011. 

32. Joel 2:13. 

JJ. A;oth 2:14. .. 
34. Renunciation ot ownership• oWnerless. 

35. Job 11:9. 

36. Joshua 1:8. 
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C'nAPT&R Ill 

Footnotes 

1. Habakkuk 1 :14. 

2 . Avodah Zarah 4b. 

3. lYalachi 3 :16. 

4. Lamentations 3 :28; read as " ••• and meditates in silence ••• • 

5. I Kings 19:12. 

6. Lamentations J :28. 

7. 1. e. , 11u1za n:n::i • 

8. Psalms 106:28. 

10. Interpreted as, " ••• Thou shalt call it (namely, idoL-worship) 
vomit ••• " It is read f b instead or IJ • 

11. Interpreted as , " •• • without the All Present ••• " 

12. Ezekiel 41,22. 

14. Read as • 

15. Sanh~rin 4a. 

16. Instead or the standard text, "When ten people sit and occupy 
themselves with Torah ••• " 

17. ?sabts 82:1. 

18. Numbers 14: 27. 

19. Megillah 2Jb. 

20. Psalms 82 •l. 

21. Sanhedrin 1:1. 

98. 



22. Amos 9 :6. Instead of the standard text, "And hath founded His 
vault UPon the earth. " 

23. Exodus 12:22, where the sSJlle Hebrew word is used ror "vault," 
and for "bunch." 

25. See Ranibam's 0OJ1111tentary. 

26. The Jivine Presence. 

'?:? • Five rnen. 

28 . 3anhedrin 1:1. 

99. 

29 . Lamentations J:28. Interpreted as " •• • Because He shelters him ••• 11 

instead of the standard text. 

30. Exodus 40:3. " ••• Thou shalt cover •• • " 

31. The blessing said when vie\lin;: beautiful trees or animals. 
Daily T-ra:yer Book, Joseph H. Hertz, ed. C:ew York: Bloch Publish
ing Company. 1954), n. 990. 

JJ. 'ftlis is the Aristo t ili~n ~rinciple or 'Entelechy. " 

-, . ..... 

35. 

J6. 

'.38. 

40. 

:;u',,11} ,,.1Joi1 pn:s, ,,,, •"lJJ:liJ- 319 .11,,i1., ,"1'1i1 
• .1~: .1 'U>¥D .(1904 ,VlD pn~ 9 .,~, 

.3habbath 87b. 

3cclesiastes 2:3. 

A sacrifice rejectable as a consequence of improper intentions 
in the mind of the officiat in~ priest. 

Portions of a sacrif ice left ovGr oeyond the legal tUne and bound 
to be burnt. 

The half-festive days interveninc; between the f irst and the last 
days of Passover and/or of Succoth. 

Sava M_ieia 58b. 

Leviticus 18:21. 

!.fegillah 4 : 9 . 
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100. 

42. The ?iel has t he same meani n3 as the !{if~l • • 

43. ~od.is 26 :5. ·.;'here Jn'l~:.pza 
or \'iext to.' 

is used i n the sens e of ffopposite: 

44. The tradi~i onal Scriptur.al text without vowels . 

45. Omission of the vo1,el l etter. 

46. A ~ord written olene, with vowel 

47. Levit icus 23 :42 , 43. 

11-5 . 3ukkah 6b. 

49. Leviti cus 22:31; 23:2, 4. 
. 

.50. Rosh ··',l.shonah . 2,5a; 1una 
fo~ homilet ical !)Ur:poses . 

51. Jeuteronom;y 14:22. 

52. Ta'anith 9a . 

53. Joshua 1:s . 

56. }enes i s 1:4, 10 , lB, ~l , 25. 

57. Jeut eronoroy J 2 :2 . 

,58 . Jeuterononiy 30:15. 

59. SUkkah 5Ja . :ra.rnely, "death . 11 

60. Avoth 3115. 

51. Avodah Zarah Ja. 

letter:: . 

( the:'.! ) is r ead a~ (you) 

62. Interpreted as, "· 'here th~r e i s no worldly occu:pation." 

63. Deuteronomy 22:6. 

64 . ill~ Kellro l - J . 

65 • I Arakhin 2 :1. 

66 . ~:iddah 29b. 

67 . }eomatria - the use of l et ter $ for t heir numerical val~~s. 
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CHAPI'ER IV 

Footnotes 

l. Literally, "the son ot t.oma." 

2. Horayoth 2b. 

101. 

J. Psal.ms 119:99, interpreted as, "Fro111 all~ teachers I have gotten 
urdersta.nding, tor thy testimonies (Torah) are~ 111edi.tat1.on.• 

4 • .Proverbs 16:32. 

5. I Samuel 2:30. 

6. A conclusion, a pdnort ad aa3or1.. 
7. I Samuel 2:30. 

8. Genesis 12:3. 

9. Bezah J9a. 

10. Rosh Hasbana 18a. 

11. ~ 

12. ~edarim 62 a. 

l J. ~ 

14. Nedarim 37a. 

15. The division of words into clauses in accordance with the sense, 
referring to Scripture. 

16. Xedarlm 'J7a. 

17. Deuteronoiq 4:14. 

18. Deuteronom;y 4:5. 

19. Nedari.111 J7a. 

20. Leviticus 21:10. 

21. Yoma 18a, Hullin 1J4b. 

22. Omission of the vowel letter. 



23., 

24. 

25. 

26. 

'Z7. 

A word written plane. with vowel letters . 

Henahoth 29\>. 

~ Shew•~th 20b. 

Sanhedrin .5a. 

Yerushalmi Sanhedrin. chapter I. 

is interpret e::i as 

1s interprete::i as 

102. 

, Yerushalmi Berakoth 9c. 

• 

31. Mekilta de Rabbi Is!f:el. Jacob z. Lauterbach. editor. (3 volumes i 
Philadelphia: The ewish Publication Society- of Allerica, 19'.35) • 

32. 

33. 

34,. 

35. 

J6. 

37 . 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

4J. 

44. 

- . p'Jz,:, • 

NUlllbers 12 :u. 

ARN - 'Z7 • 

Numbers 11=28. 

ARH • Z,. 

Leviticus 19:32. 

09 , 7 a•,n,, • 
D1•, .(1862 , ~,~ox~• 1n~n ~,,. : 1•11) •cl •-1 &]IP 

.1946 ,a,a nas,n : ~•lw 
Leviticus 21 :8. 

~euteronomy 17:15. 

Kethuvoth 17a. 

Mo' ed Qatan 17a. 

Yoma ?lo. 

Elcodus 22:'Z7. 

:Bava Ba thra 4a . 

45. Yevamoth 105a; Ta'anith llb. 
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46. I Kings 7;71 Vide p",", • 

47. 'Exodus '.3'.3 :14, intei-preted as "After !,tr presence (anger) will 
depart, then I shall give you rest." 

48. Berakhoth 7a. 

;O. Lamentations Rabbah; Proe1111 24. 

51. Nedarim 22b • 

.52. Deutmno!llV Rabbah 2:5. 

1 OJ. 

53. Genesis 3:7, 8; Interpreted as, "Arter ••• giroles, then they ••• 
the lord God • " 

54. Proverbs 24:17, 18. 

55. 2•1 which is '>p is interpreted as "It (:Iis) anger 
abates;" and 2••n1 which is '1•7•;i is interpreted 
as "He tums His anger." 

56. Vide Hagigah 1,5a. 
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1 . 

2. 

J• 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11 • 

l?. • 

13. 

14. 

1.5 . 

16. 

17 . 

18 . 

20. 

21. 

22. 

C'!U?TER V 

Footnotes 

?salms , J'.3 : 6. 

Rosh Hasbana. J4a . 

3a.nhedrin 4: 5. 

Genesis P.a.bbah 28 :13 

'::enesis 12:1. 

:,enesis 12~10. 

Genesis 12:15. 

Jenesis 14. 

.::enesis 15 . 

}enesis 17:1c - 14. 23 -
~enesis 20 :1. 

:}enesis 21:10. 

Genesis 22. 

27 . 

Habak.lruk 3:15, read as , "Thou nast hollowed out t unnels ••• " 

Habakkuk 3 :4; :lead ;is , 11 ••• The mud • •• 11 

Ibid . -

104. 
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105. 

23. Psal.nts 136:13; Read as , "To Rim ••• sea in pi eces •• • : 

24. ?salms 1.8 =12. It appears as it" n Samuel 22 :12 woul tf !1ave been 
t he correct ci tation. 

25. Exodus 15:a . The same word (noods ) is used in Can~icles 4:15 
with refe:r-ences to fresh water. 

26. Exodus 15:a. 

27 . The i niti al letter s of the 7en ?laL-ues . See t he Passover Haggad3b 
and r-anahoth l l :4 - Bert inoro. 

28. Exodus 14:Jo. 

29. Elcodus 1.5 :14. 

JO. Ibid . -
31. ~ 

32. ~odus 15:5. 

33. Ibid. -
J4. !!:xodus 15 =6. 

35. :xodus 15 :7. 

J6. ~ 
37. ~ us 15 :10. 

J8. ~ 

39. ~odue 15:12. 

40. ~ odus 14 :11. 

41. Fsall!1s 106:7. 

1-}2. ~odus 15·2J , 24. 

4J. Exodus 17 : 2. 

44. Exodus 16:19, 20. 

45. Exodus 16:19, 20. 

46. :SXodus 16 :3. 

47. !Ul!lbers 11=4. 

• • I 
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106. 

48. Exodus J2. 

49. Nu.abers l4i22. 

50. Causing suspension or the holiday l aw. 

52. Read as , "The All-F'resent has made it difficult for me to live 
in Jerusalem." 

5J . Isaiah 49:20. 

54. NU!llbers 16 : J2. 

ss. NY!!lbers Rabbah 1 :2 • 

.56. Numbers 21:17. 

57. Numbers 22:28. 

.58. Genesis 9:11. 

59. Exodus Rabbab 8:J. 

60. Exodus 28 :11; E,codus 28 ;20. 

61. Sotah 48b. 

62 . Read as, "The writing ••• " 

6J . Yerushalmi Shekalim 49b. 

64. canticles Rabbah 5:14 ; 101 .!JU. • 

65. 0~nKn1 nJD~•~ ,ni~~,,) .,7~s~ nb~v ,,,, .p1nJn w,11 
.1:12 .(1885 ,a~, 

66. Genesis 22:13. 

67. I Kings 7 :49; the Aramaic ot • 

68. P8sahim ,54a. 

69. Kelim 12:6. 

70. Leviticus 10:16, 19 - 20: Leviticus Rabbah, 13:1. 
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71 • Numbers 12:6. 

72. 103 .!:!?.a 
73. Job 36:2. 

74. Shabbath )b. 

75. 68 !:IQ • 

76. Exodus 3:u. 

77. Ibid. -
?8. Exodus 3:12. 

80. Genes~s 29:6. 

81. Genesis Rabbah 70:1. 

82. Leviticus 10:20. 

8J. Zevahim lOla. 

84. Leviticus 26:19. 

. 

85. Collected on the third and sixth years. 

86. Collected on the first. second, rourt.h, and firth years; to be 
consumed by the owner in Jerusalem. 

S7. Leviticus 19:9 , 10. 

88. Proverbs 1.5=?:/• 

89. Avoth 5:12. 

90. !I samuel lJ. 

91. I Samuel 18:1. 

92. I Sal'IUel 23:17. 

93. The source of t his quotation is unobtainable. 

94. Yoma 86b. 

9.5• Yo7118 BS a. 

107. 



108. 

96. Deuteronom_v J):21. 

97. I Kings 15:30. 

98. Genesis 14:23. 

99. ~enes1s 18:27. 

100. Genesis 12:u. 

101. Bava Bathra 16a. 

102. Numbers 22 :18. 

l0J. iiWllbers 24 :16. 

104. Sanhedrin 106a; !W.! }!umbers 24 :14 and J '16. 

105. Sanhedrin 10.5a. 

106. Friend ( 2:11a ) which is the same word as "those that love 
rite." 

107. Isaiah 41 :a. 

108. Vide, NuJllbers Jl :16. 

109. Avoth 2:6. 

110. Isaiah 40: )1. 

111. Proverbs 21 :29. 

112. YevalllOth 79a• 

llJ. The beginning of t he fourth year or age. 

114. Leviticus 19:23, 24. 

11.5. Leviticus 19 :2.5. 

116. Bava Bathra 2la. 

117. !',umbers 8 :24. 

118~ ;~umbers 4 : J. 

119. Hullin 24a. 

120. NW!lbers .5:6. 



121. Genesis 34:25. 

122. Genesis Rabbah 80:10; A n 1 1t ;rn ~ of • 9 1l was made. 

125. Read as , "At twenty tor I,Nrsuing ••• 11 

126. Numbers Rabbah 18 04. 

127. Humbers 4: 30 - 32. 

1.28. Deuteronomy 29:3. 

129. Avodah Zarah .5b. 

130. Numbers 8:25, 26. 

131. Job 5:26. 

132. is equal to sixty (60) in letter val ues. 

133. Mo' ai Qua tan 28a. 

134. I Chronicles 29:28. 

13.5. n sa.muel .5:4. 

1:36. Psalms 90:10. 

137. Proverbs 22 : 14; 
(to sink down). 

a 9lay on voro s nn11P and nn,'1 

1J8. Joshua 1:8. 

139. Menahoth 99b. 

109. 
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