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of .no he.tterc re-V''iew of rJJY -W!)l'!'~ th~t! th1.rt, whi~h 1vas a!'J:'or:ded me throu~ 

my rese•~P.cl'i '1-n 'the p'l"op:be-tii::: li.ternture•. But in a.di;lltion :,to its ~c~-

d)amie Y:~lue,., t~ ma.,tetiel t:t§e'-lr ha.s been fn.st,il"ing, '.If ~nytnlng~. I 

~vei -often ',b.~e:n ·car.tie:d .trwa-y, w'ith the fEi:r.vor ~nd e.xa·ltati.011 0£ t 'b.e 

l have lost. ;si..gh"t of' the ob·jeot'i-ve, g:oals wh:i.ch I we:s seeki.r.rg ,, HQ'fl,ev·&~,. 

thls i~ npt. ~ n~w experience t9 E!:Pyone who ·Qa,~ s;,-?~lt vfit4 'th'l!f ·plf9phets,., 

·rH'id oply the t ·r-aiped ~o-h'c,l.a~ .sfirems ~o knSl'J hO't1 to· avo.i-d this pe;rt,i.cular 

pit>f~ll. In al.l ,ho1:rnsty., 1 c;:a11mo~· $:~Y: t,h~t ! m~d~ e.ti: e:ff'ort to avoid 

Gmlt th<>s-e· v.~r'S-~,S. in Amos that ar.e. r-.eJarded .e-·s o:r_i,gJmi.l by: Dr. J ;. 

Morgenster.11 ha-ve bee:t1 dealt with· hi thi.s p~per. In regwd tO'. Isaiah,. 

Jeremir:ih; Eze\dal, ~nd Deuter9-ls.o{ah,. I . ~v~ ·disC'lH:se.q ' pn:ly those 

s~et'i·on,s <;}QTI_sider-ed as origtn~l by, :0.h s. Ji. B,larik- ·toi- Bosa.~, ·l' ha:v~ 

been e.or~ptet.el;y depen·aent up:on th,e, ln:t.ernatio:nel •C:ritioa.t Commentary· anii 

the O~mb.t-.id'ge Bibl~h The e)n1:1n:d.atipns i nse,rt.e,d h~reiti ~re tlil;ose -aoo,epted 

'l,y l)r •. l!tot-gel[ist~r<:n ,gtrd :Dr:. Blank in tb~ir- respQctive ·c,ourses a.t M:te, 



l wish ,~0 - tc:a~e t '.blis 9pr,:,~1•tu.t1 i~y to t h,e;~tl~ Pr· • . s. H •• ,·Bl:a:n¾, rrtj 

t e.f dfise, for hi-s gu i .da;trc:e,. ilw 1,.p, .~nd cor:i.s-t,.i'U.c't, iv~r er it ic i:sm . Dur. i-ng; 

t h~• J?e.riod d'f 'lilY i.:n-ve'.s\:ig,~,t ··~~m. •an>d, 1•1t. i-titi.-g, he nas he~ti ever r.eady 

to be of seirv ic,e. 

---- - ---



What .. is the Pi''opl'iEf't I s •Gorice.l'tion a.a to the 

Source ·and Au iho~i.zatlon .of His Jl.iss.ldri''f •.· ' . . 



• 
1Q~pte?" I 

What i :s: lhe lropnet. 1 s- .Concept.lot( as to t~ $0-1.µ'oe and 
!Aut.h0r'-ization et fib Miss.ton? 

:tn ~:bt;empting t:.o. t:re-at a11y, p~ese• of ·the "Proph~rt~ .. 11 one· mµ,at,, of 

neoj;)ssi.ti ·o.on_;ii-de-.-r ,the phe.Ilo~non of •1rev~1e.:t:ipn!" lt is rtQt., h:otfe'Ver, 

or e'i:en ·-te su.mmar."izEi t.be. major dis0ov:ex-ies and theor'ies tn t .his oom• 

ple.x, :v:et in:t-ri'gu:in~ 'i'ield,. Rather ~e a:hall limit outae·l-ve•s to men

:tt.onin.g those fundamental ideas oonnect:ed wlth "revel~t ion,u .~s t:ney 
, J 

pt}rtai.~ to the· ,s:ubje.ct me.t'ter 0£ this_ chapter. , I¼.. ls ohvi..ou.·s t.1;lat;, 

i,n ord,'er to penetrate .int.o. "The J?.roehet ' .s .Con•tH"ptton '1&, to t ·ti,~ S'0~¢~:· 

and· .Aut.hoti•~~tio:n of H5,s lvf3_.ssi•bri, 11 we sh.~lt be. :cmP:tronted ti:i~:e¢-t~y, Qr 

indir-;e;C.t::ly with the t:e•rtil 'trev,e liiit.-,ion. •t Vliit,h t ,his in mind we proeeed 

•to cfiS'Cus~ 'in broea outlin~ a f'eVI e,asential tnou,gJ1ts- !:O:ncai"rling."reve• 

It. ·ts a.n obvieus fact tio botb stud.en+., e;nd' fc~oiar that the ipsp:i,

·rat.icm of th.a gre,tJ:t 1 i t~rary pril>phets h~~ 111:rtJi:itig in. cpJDiilbY1 'With tnf' 

ec sta.sy o.f the prophet, s or· ,the' o lde:i" t ype • The i?".s was, a s'ta t .e wh ioh could. 

be •artil'i.cially pr.edn8ed :at will. , 11The ut·teranee'e 6£ t he 1iter.ary pr,o,-
1 

phets; QTI ,the other nam'.t-, proceed £rQm an ~pper~·e-p~ive st·a-t.e ot 11.1inq,." 

1':Jndotibt.edly, with them~ f :or t be i'ill's·t time illi t -he history. o:f t'.)'ie human 

rtice,, th-~. es,se:niiial truth. wa.s d'irlino-tly realized and "un~rquiv:Qca.lly 

~xpre1rsed that t .he re'le.tion oi man t:p tod 'is ·a rn01Mi,l re.l,at.ion., -th~ i't is 

in the c,orfsc~~nc'e' .or' til'B:?J t ,hAt G.o_d ,s,pea~i., the.t n.i'11tl '·s mpral Qonvictitiit'l'a, 
~· 

a:oa p:rp:inp:titig'~ er~ -the very voi.oe. or QCid•'' 

-------.--....... 
l Butte:nwtaser, l.foaas, "Prophets of !sr'e.el, '' p. 1S8 
2 ,lb i.d • ., p. 158 
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,re recall that . ev..en a Plato,., ·a c,oup1.~ of ~ent'l:lfie:a later• 'had ri,o, ov.t

grown tb·e ;prim·it,l.y,e pagan notion of rev•,iatci'on, but; cp_n.:_c,elyed ',df :S..t as 
l 

a· nece<Ss,ar'il:y: ir.rat-ianal' ancl 1s":1'bnor.m~l .pb,enomanon-. '1,'o ·'t}h,e i:ita.rary 

pro.phets, most. eel't:airily ~ God sp .. oke not it1 mag,ioal. pr·oce_s_ses, •1~t by· a 
2 

clear ,•intell'ig;i,ble i\'lor·d addr~1;1,~g to the~ int.eli~.ot ~nd tbs· b:ear.-t. n 

If anything., one of the i:naj.or· ~,h~r~.o.ter'i:,st:d:o,a of the· 11-t.rua" prop.net iii 

t;h~t be ~e:ta:i..n.S' 'his e.0TJ>sci0.t1.3n.t'f$'&• and,. ·in m.ost o..a.ses~ b:is self-e:,i)-ptrol 

urlaer ~eve lat i.on. 

The in•spira:tion of the lt'ter-ary prophets ls -g.su~ll,y, i:11 the, ns\ure 

of' a, epiritua~ ~-~ .er-1,enc~-, . and, as ~pir'-i,ttul'l e~~:1-,ience13 ,ir~ st>mej)·hit!g 

lfl.il.ch cannot 'be direc.tly, e.xp.re-s-~'3.d 1 the p:ropqatll r~s:ort t>.f' nece'Ssity t ,o 

an in.d5,:re_et. method or· .9"e:s.c-ript'ion. 'This; ·wi9 t itidi t ·o be t~ .tias.e when we 

tnve-s't.igate the· o,on.sac_r.:ati•on iV'i.~ii),nG of,' 1,he v~riou$ !)r.ophets.- Thia ·very 

i:ndire1!)tness .tn~k~;s it diti'ttitlt, if no.t. ±:~ossible, £or :u's to determine 

the exact a-utnor·iza:t.ion of the prophet ·t _o set £~rt.~ upon h is llii_s0s-i·QlJ. 

'T~ir i-n~.p;i.~E\\i-o,h 'is ilot a. mir~cle •in th~ sen·l8 t .~t tt· h,as rl'o b6S'i.a .• 

t'nitiima-t ·e ~~-erienee.,s ·in their own l.ive;a, personal thotl.ghts baaed upon 

obaEirvati-on, ~· de.i:tp religi,a:t.s serr~e.,--ali of thes13 a1•$ ·pr-~.,-e;nt. ii:> the-ir 

mind:s·., a.nd' ai 1;. th.es-~ ingr-edie.nt s he;va sl'.0Wl:y bµt s-ure. ly b'e~n te;r.:i)rent:itt:g 

i,n thS.it th.augh"tih lfowe,ver, in ~ll .PTQhabil ity., tht3Jy retrll'itied- sa_ptirate 

id~~s, perlui~-s held together il'.l ~ '.l.0os(' fa.s,hi~on 'by vari.o.:us: v.a.gµe nones 

«nd. :t.'ie,~ • But there• comes a mol$nt ~n ·t~ir. live,. w·hen all the parts 

l But+-:enwi~·sar ~ '.Moses') ,2P• c'it., P• 13'.8 
2 :. S'mith,, W • l{ . ,, "The Ola ''J:e.st'emtllnt in the Je'wis:h Ghuroh, ,.. p. 2a9 
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a.r.e s'Uddenly 'j<tJ.wed ~nd brfoome 1" l{ho.te. The di~cii>:rrrieo-'t.ed 'lde-as '2r~ now 

an i:trtegr,n l .pa rt o~ t,.J;ie · o,n.e, t~'t,-r le; .and de sign 0.f l:1-t:e. Ea:Cb. pQrt ha:a 

been ·tran-sf'ormed, into a vi-ta1 cog in ·t .he- meehan.is'm of t-h~ or;e :unifi:e.d 

per-sonality. This moment., wneri t ·ne l.oose \hhre.ads are s·udde;nlt ,ft,:i'.l.ize~ 

ffir a 0'188'1'1 ,speo{fio -de.s-i.!!?J 1,n, t-~ I'cU•g ,of. ·11te I ls e. ai.~.ine· mo?ISnt wh~l).:, 

a~ t;r .a. if'l~:~h of 1i;gp,t .- th~ ·he:ve. bebel:d the rn~t$t~ry of. life r :ev,i;J:Qle,.d. 

1-iitl s~d,de;P i1'l•t\1,it-ion th.e.y ,have pierced t ·~· tlie. real tty of' 't.:h ing.s., e;nd., 

th.eir i'ndi.vidual mind 11 stand'ing fa.ce to tao~ with. the i_tffinite ~n.1.-

ve·r-sa l ini~d. ... l! sur;}den.ly· r~a li.ze s , it se.lf th~ ohQ'se,n infSt:run:11?1Tit of G:oci'' e 

pwpoae. T.hh l!lowent msrJrs a new ~p.ocJi -tn their existence; n:e111~r ag,_ain 

~arf their lite be ~ust .as- i.:t has. been.. From this .moment .they a:~e p!edge.d 

to God '·s puF:pose--tbe;y hav.e ftund tne,ir mis,siorr. •isuoh spiritual e;x;

peri.,eno.e ·s ·ai'e not the f:n.d,ft of ~ i,nel"·t, pass·i'!Te m.ind·; but :of. a m~d 

co.n$ciou:sly a,undl~g 'trhe TJery depths of 'it'$ being:, a mi'.nd e.wa'ke.n,ing to 

the f'u1.:1e ·st ~eal.iuti.o~ r,f i"ts moral an:ii. spiritual eonditution." 
1 

l(eE!piJ1g b1. niitnd t~ fitd't th$'t· in :J;he world or mari there ·is no effect 

W'ithout0 i'!i,s ipit.,iatln.g cause, al'id also :the ~~y,chologic~l }Jast11 eve.n ·for 

S.:ntu.it'io:n, ne11e.rthe'le:s•s, rea:li~fng that· tile .p'b.enome;non, t>.f intuition is 

liniite..d i n i .ts lai:-.,g,er scope -to ' g.e~iu·s·, we ean, £0:r the tn~i•t!~ ~p;(l~pi; 

Butte.nwie.ee,r Is· do.gr:n~ti.q: sta,t~ment $ hall; II li't-E;ll"er·y pn,pm:tey lIJU.St be 

acc·ouhtea the spontane,o:us cre~td.011 c;f g~.ni~s:., the i:l'lllW'dta.te p:roduct ~r· 
2 

th.e. i .nttd:t'i '9'e human mind. 11 

Radue.ad to its ~ssanc~, . dive~~e.d, of -~11 t .ne m:irac:ul~s f~st:ure.-a 

e:nd superna,t1:1re.l eticomp11&.hifl~nt.,s usually• ass:oc·ia~d ~.i~h ~t. prophetic 

in~pir·atio~ C,&tJ be •de t .o seem .a s·imple. m~tt~r. Jeremi~l'r., ,t aii t~ 

·i B1,;t.'tltenwie~s-~:r-.~ Mose·s . ., op. ·oi~., .. P• J:55 
~ . I J>,S,d • ., p. 1.55 



:l..i:t.in:-"ai?.y pr.i:>°.phets-> be'i:l'l€1 the m0zst §ubj(!otive and a:nt\ly,t -ic· 0£ t 'hi,3m, 

nat~a lly ga-v.e it'. the· 111ro.s-t re~,soped and de-firti:t,9 e~l:'es~ion. Amo~., 

Ho$01'..a Is_Sii:ah,, ·D&ut·er-o-1.sata~ .yes, ev.,e.,ri )!:ie·},{1~i~. ~Tf 'th,~ wi-itb1g,s 0£ 

~T~fy on~ .of th~tn, there, ·is ev-i:den.Qe· that when the&,' sp.o.K~ of revelat'ion, 

th"'Y .llJ$ant. the divine i'"o.>:-(hl 1ifr ·yoi-c.a wh1eh they .felt --within'thei;r 

heart. "Norte of' them .olaim('ja anything e1s-e t~n i~ ~mpule-iol! of ·thi_s 
' 1 

f .o:rce , the authority of this- voice." It was so siinple, ~o elemental-, 

so sell'-e.~~gent to. thein-, that anv pe;'titi.0111~::r. e~planati;on ~r ·g.elll.O?

s-trntior, W•ould have ~eeme~ i,upe~thtous. Tbey rete.r te t¼}eiir divine 

autl'ior.tz,ation ip :!',lre mo·s:t •matter Qf r .acrt· 1'tay-;-G-od spo1ce ·t :Q, the.tn, and 

t ,J~y say :wlthout o.(5'!)en·t a;ti,on '''1b.J1 saws· Ya.b.we.h ... H., .Att;e.r o~ exami-

1':ltrt,ion, la'.t,e'r i,_n th.is :ea:pei:", w~ sbalL,. af'ter de'tai1ed study,. <;l.isc·ov,r 

that 0t.Mr& is, outii.de of the consecfrmtion ·vls.ion.s-. litt le me-n:t.iqxi of: 

the.ii- aµthoI' .izat-t .on to· speak for.tit 'their '!Iles"Sage. They pr·ooiaim. w.itb. 

a .. ca·ltnne.-&.s· and :a o.er.ta tn~y founQed upQn an, inner. se.nse of surety,., t ·or -i)l 

their hear·t or ~arts tne?'e i.s n.e·V&l" once (¾ doubt ~ut that what the1 

s·a¥ is .divfoel.y i'l'l~EiJ'ed tru,t.h. ':cb,t)y .are th.e. mciuthpiace;s 0£ &od, and 

as such nevee e>n.ce d,oub~ thei_r. 0:iJb wo~\:i.s,y or :M\ie. sourc·~. of those :w~rds .• 

:t:n. fac-t, so p,osttive are they of' the veJt ity or their ,t,atemt1f~s, . t~it 

they· f ittd 'fl 'O net11d ··to iii'trpduee tfle'ir ll!e~sa,ge wi:th ·m·o~e d1ban-~"Thu.s aaye 

Yahweh.11
- ·-

ttthe ee;r.tuu:b man .of tode;,y n,i._ght ponder ovf,r the initial my•stery or 

lllall' s T110ral 0.-on·seio1,1sne,as--pot· so· ~he Br•dph.e"t :s. F.dr 'them it was n-o niy.s

'\i<eey, it· wa:s .a:n .a ·pripr.i t~o,t,. tll;t ,mari.~f'~:11tati0n of ·God.. It 1uu3 t .b,e. 

source. ·fx-·om -w.h ich t gey d_e~ ive-q t .~ morel .,fis-ioh ena the; m-or~-1. e,n~tgy 
1 

-... -,...- .,.... .... ..,...,._, 

- ---- ----------- -



1 
whi.bh oe-wst i:b1t:t~'.g_ the it' preopb:etci.c ~:iPt_.·ii As pae'tical lf b.eaut itul 

H.isto.ry c&n. ~ive us some 11.-Jlsea 1.fo:r u_nders.tsn .. ding, the moral cor1-sc16.usnesQ 

of ,the p.rophets.,. ~s "WEjll a,s r·or that of .our own day. 

P.sychb-lo,gieally. eonsidered.,. pr~_Fhetio. insp,ir.at·i:on :should not be 

oon s·.idere.d .~s "'mate.rla_l.ly different frpin the f'qror po~t.ieua of the 

~s:t<,,r pp~t 1)r ~rtt~. 13·~~h: are· l))Of;\S&j of' human ~e.nitis s.:c:tl.'qg in the 

mo,si? vl.tfii gphere .o,f'' ,\lu,mag it:i't.e~·s.t, th.~ ihtfr,pre.tatioti·. of' ,huma11 1il'e and 

i_t s r-e la·t.ion to t h,a tlTT·ivel",sa.1 life • N.ot. tha.t sueh an ~~ l,s-n~l'b'ion me.~.e 

·epirit-ua:l piop.h~y a whit th.e: le-.S"s. m.Y'ster.iou<a., oi· rnore cromm9n'.place, £er 

in; it·.s la.st tuial¥,U.s bUllla,n ,ge-ni:u·s is lnexp.lice.ble, ,ju::st. ,a.,;;• ~re th,e -qit:i• 

·mate relations of all tn-:itri&s,,. and as i ,S:, al:!o-ve, all,. th!:'!, e,ons.c,i9~-a UJ.<>1'-'ai. 
2 

lite of th.e $oul. 11 lri thi~ res·fieC-t, '!Ye ,can flnd n·o, 4rgui1Je'n•t• H~-re,d•ity, 

en:v~o_nment, ·ideas, --al,l t:}:1e,-s~ ·Jl)ay -g-i'VQ its definite clue.s and £bundations 

in order to under-stand ang ,appreciat~ ,tli'e work of .ge.nius, but the ac~ua.l 

,p!-!oee,ss of' intu,!:t:ion, of penetrF,1'.tiio11, of ,synthesis,~-still re,mai:ri13 ij _seO"~e.t 

hidd~n frQµi irs,---fo,- t .~ p~ese'nt .• 

Th~s 1&1e.• oan ~tte'inpt to, po..se.. t:he q:ue·stio~, ''Whence ~p!"ing·s ,1/,he ~dept 

t .ai't:h of th~ p.r1>pherts?"ti But·teriwiesar tell,!! us t ·hat they t 'h~ins~lve:s ~Jve 

us ·th:e answer'• ''Their con,s ,oi~an,e;ss• of di:vine in.swir£t-tioQ and ,of illl!ll8d

ia:·t.e. communiol'! wit)l G-oQ is tbei.r .fourit~i.n li,gh~., the mai11spr'ihg of th~ir 
3 

fA'i'th." Poe,tica,l.J;y ~nd :religiowsl.¥ :tp-$.,,a is- a, beaut'if\tl and, oomp'letEI 

·a~,n~r.. S,ci-enti:fic-ally the :ann~r is •n<tt, s,'O ~,imple. Actually ope 

find~ di.f'f.ieulty .in plae,i,rrg- '~ ,U . .fingf!t:if upon 'this liinain,spr.ing of their 

fa!tn. 
11 

To this purpoJe the r:em~i.nder or: •'this che.pt~r ,is devoted. 

1 'B1,1tt~nwie,ser, llfoal;l,s, op'! c'tt,., p .• 151 
:2 lb.:iq,. , . pp,. l6.6--1 
-3 lb i.:l •. , p ii 7 
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A. Amoa 

l1ith the mi.n.i•s:try of Al!lo~ we have the 1nc:;eptiori of the liter~ 

prophets. .His prophecies ere 1n no way an out~rowth, or even faintly 

connected with the usual dervish type of proFhetic schools, current 

at his time. His is· a ne11 phe.nt'>men,0n upen the st·age of' Israel I s hls

tor¥• Inspiration; lntuiti-on, ana revelation are at the basis of bi1 

visions, and not the self-invoked fury of the pro:t'easional prophet a. 

It -is worthy of· ·no-tioe that in Amos 1 as well as in the rater ·prophets, 

the vision plays a mfl..jor role. However,.. as regard1;1 the source and 

authorization of his mission , we do not find .a specific "consacrstion 

ivh'S:on'! a,s in ~b.e cas:es 0£ ~sniah, Jeretnie:h, and Ez_ekiel. Still, "Is 

it not probable that the first visions~ viz. those of the fj.re, locust-a., 

anq plummet oo~stitu~eda not the beginning of Amos' ~ork, but also, in 

a large measure 1 his ·actual a:wa·l<l3ning and incite~nit to the task whi~h 
l 

he endeavored so faithfully to par.form? 11 To this rhetorice,). question 

by Harpe.r., we can an s:wer in the af'fir~t ive. Further , our af'firmati.on 

is supported by Morge.n·ster.n, who say·s, '1'1'~se. four 'V'ision1r were the 

indispensable. prepar~:tion for .Amos ' prophetic c.B:reer . Ali .four must hale 

precede-a his ~e-tting out for Bet'hel. V1 ithout all f'pur visions .in their 

proper sequence his. )nesssge would have 'been 1tn0'otnplete, iricomprehe-nsilHe 

eitber to himself t?r to b is audience, ineffective, ,~nd his oornmi:ssion 

as a pr opb.et would have bee n unconvincing to both nimeelf and the people 
2 

whose ·d.o~m he was sent to p~onounce. 11 

5 
Aoco+ding to Morgenstern' s recon!i~r.ui;,tJons .or the 11yisions, 11 lfe 

find in the first one that Amos has been permitted to see God: 

----·-------
1 Harper, Wm. R., 11 1.c.c. on .Amo,a," p. CVIII 
2 Morgenstern , J ., Amos Stu.dies , Vol. I, p . 106 
3 Ib.id. , pp l 83, 84, lOl 



.At the. beg:innfa:i,e; or· the :eomfng· up of 

-the aftergrawth.; (omit from i'l ~ '•'\•t,to a~d or·· ,v,. i.) 

.And iti was fn~~nded to eomp. le·t.ely e·e>.,n:-suril8 

the her,l:>ag~. (Eme-nd " ' l.) ,. )C. t .o~r~N ,~~ 
(~Of.I V'; 1, 2-} ' . 

, 9n'e·. of th~ !Jl,o·Jt s:tr·Uc;il'i.g, f~cts of' th,h vision l• th• int'r.oductort 

ti:ne·~ i''I':i<iµs Yahwe,n, ,ca~.s'lJ'..d ,me· tct :~ee,. 11 ii-b:~~-e w1'rd.e form the. title verse 

Yahweh not only pe,rroitte~ tne prophe,t ~o '-!>:ea: Rim, Yahw,eh cau,sed· liimself 

to ·be ~een; £.or such was "the ·divine purp.o~. T.h~ prop.hat has: bee;r1 ,seilacted 

~ter, Amo.~ enl~r.g~& upon the' :,i~ea t;hat .h,e · who i.~ .ch{)sen :ha,s, ,no al~r

netiv_e b~t tq o.bey . -Whether: ~ - wi.lis i.t o.r 1'.l'O't 1 t:h-e pr,ophet ·mm ob-

too .clear-, and the ,dastr.ucticm Qnly too ·evident. Ai,0,ther poir1t, of :'.in·

·te,r.e-st ls the .faet. ·th~t- A:mos . i:s -i!l direci-. re-lat·io11 with God., wa:t;.c-tiil'l@:· 

H-im prepare de.st.m.ic-tJ,,op~ The prophet h - over~e:5~ 'With comwa.s:s.ion--

a;nd p.:lead_s .d.t:rect'ly iwith God. p~ bell,a.lf' of th~ p~tip:le. Tl:'i:e Lord. ans-w.er,a 

Amo& w·t-chot(t t~e aid of llrt l~·t.erm~tliary. Am<1s tel.ls u$: 

F0.rgive.; liow e.an Jae.ob endure {'Emend 'N to 

fpr he. is' small! 

Yab:weh re-v.oked His p.urP,~se in,· the .-m_a.tt-er· 

' ·It sh~ll not be.,.1 
. $,ai4 ¥ahw,eh . 



S.till again i:n the: $e:oond ' Vision .. does .Amos be·h-ol:_d God dl.I'eQ.tly:, 

ThU:!i Yatxweh. eEfU-s'E!'d. ,me to e.ee 1 

this til!Mj th~,:Nt is a d,e;('ini:te Pt'tllioU~~~IDe:rrt .ol ,doom~ end there. is' lad.king 

a:n~ hrte:r·e.es·sion on the ,p~_rt of t.he prophet. .4mo·e dese:r:ilas tlie• tti:i.rd

vl-s1on as follows: 

Tnu:s. Yah\veh ·¢au.s.ed me, t .o •see (Add nl''h'; omit 'JiJ~ ,and _rJI~ 
E'in~n d fl N t .I.), t I}) i.') ,., I A' 

.Artd behold He wa~ :ste.pd.i.n.g_ beside e .w.al1-

An_d ir, -Hi~ h~nd_ }Vas· ~-. pi~mbii.11'8•~ • 

but now .God tur:ns· d_l-r;e,etty. to Amo;s, to inform h~_i;n,: 

Vj.s ;i.,on four 

Behol~ '.I •-wili $et· .a. ,l'lum)i line ,(,omit to a./ -I ~ ') 

(A~aln,s.t l t h8: wi:rl 1-s of ·the di t .i es of' I sra~ ~. r·· 
(Eme-nd a,.-, ?l1>') to. ')1 J) ~.j) ; · om) .. 't from J&.. to. end of;, .•. 8) 

I s'hs,11 $:tlr.e ly; :bn.tte therri vti th, the swor-a, 

And tfleit "Walls -shall c,olte:pse bene,.d;h: .them ••• 
1 . 

(Amos 7.8) 

,i~ simil~r 'i~ f-or-in toV:i.sion th:ree, exoept tl;e.-:b t-be 400m 

an.d cart,a in t••/J: d~u\>t or hope: 



Thus Y:fihwoh c~u~d ~ to, :see (oniit '.J~IC) 

And behold, b1 IHa hand a, bf.Hikef, csf summer f1-µ·it 
. . . ( add l :.:1 ' ~ - "; .' n ~w. ~nrit Z~) 

A~d tah1Veh sa'id to me., 

'The•· enq ha·s, c0me for .Isr-~l { omit 'RT ) 

N·ever a;g~i,n wiil ! pat'-dori him. , •• ·1• 

1 
(:AJnr:>$ a ~1., i) 

•·c1osen:es.s o.f ·the.: Prophet to hi,s God • . Aft.et reJi'-diri·g t:f1e.s:e acc,ounts. we hav.e 

Here :we ha,re the .r.emaTka'ble ~itua:tion of; a mere mortal conver.-slng on 

in.ttm,te term-s :wlth· Gad. Yes,. e.nd e~en tnflu.enctng Him to d~s-i:st from 

o·arryiti_g· out Hls plar:1s and 2urposea,, -i,n ~he fir-sl twc;, -V-lstfms.- We '8.~e 

qQnv-tnced wi'tho~t, fhr~hE!¾" question$.n-g.,. tn{\t . .A'!ilo,s. l'elt a e-lo~~ tie., an 

i,rrtime.te bond existing between himse1_f ~~ his G:o'd. Yet_, 'We must not 

lose -~i.:ght- o!' t-hie fact that, a~ np tio;ie_,, in limY of!' t'h~.se four ·i:?.iii+riato17 

mes-sege. We· may ·ass).1,I!le :thj.s .aut.h,t1rize.tion to 'b~ implicit,, but neiie'l:-, by 

a .ny, ,s.tret~h ()£' the i111Agi~~ttion~ ea.~ we . ii».'!j surih'. auth~r-i.ty is expllolt, 

~uid d~flQite. fo.~ such, a s:1:;-atement of a::utho,rity we muat wa.:S;t until Amos· 

fe.9e s .Ama:z.iah and i~- "£nf10,ed to shbw h-h wa.rrant11 from God. 

It, is ~t Be.th~I t~11t ine inault·s and mc;,cker.y hwl,d' ~t him b.f 

.A:mt:i:zieb., t :h~ High l:'rie st·, f'br,oe Amos to oiJtie t 'he au.'l;hp:.r:i:ty f!or his· 1ifor,ds. 

Then :Am9s ~n sw~~.e4, •at1-cl .. said to Ama:z iah: 

1 
l -a~ no .pr:oppe\ • t,or a Pl',op\'let 1 5., son (-omi:t ·1 .),4 k l 

-But t ~m B' $hepb.e~d; a.nd a dressei" of syo·amore trees 
(EmetHi ) j) 11' to l .? I J ) 

At:ld ttie, µprd took- me fi• '.onr fo.llowin:g •the f:1o-ck, 

Ana the Lord se..j.d to me, ·Go ?s 

1-plti~_.~ia~•g;:;· as. P.er Morge-.ri,ste~11, ;J., ·~:Amos Stt1_d.:f;~s." Vol . I,, 'r · 101 



sel:f:, and ~harged. }tim 'With the hi,g~ commission to go ang p~,oplte,s:r agai'.mit. 

I:lis ne.tion J,:s~ael. Whet'i. a.id Yahweh ~;-i:v:e t 'his ch~r,g~ to Amos-~ W~~ it, 

•af'ier th,e fQ-ur vtJ;ions? The vhign.s. c·p.n:t,a~.n no i:fi:r:"eo't .stt}.tement t~ this 

el'.f.e.ct,.. W~s i't ,ave.r1 ' bei'o:t"'a. tha ·v.i$ion.,? We ~ra. .~t. e, losl! tp s(ly. 

Th.is is tbe fi.:rst d,ii"'e.ot -at~te:l'l,lEUtt oi' · Atnos,' ~ti~ho.t-tt;r.. 'l3,:.r,t;· i:'t le~ves :no 

·doubt .. in our trtiP:d$ a$ t :o ita ,t,~1-i.d.itiy ·. 

In passing, iti -sho:u.ld b¢ no1il¢.8'd t-he:t ~mos dJvorces hlmself com

plet.e.ly Norn the p:r.ore.ss-i:onal pro:phets .or his.. day',- when 11:e. ob·jeJ:t\~• to 

the name /t' ~ J • However; t~i,,r prob.lam i's not of' 01,1r concern. 

l 

Acc:·pt""ding t .o· this· r~co~struotion• i p.e following v~r-·ses occur a'tt:er the 

prevlo~·~ ste:t.ement :o_r, ~µtbod;~at >,.'Oll (~os 7, .l,5): 

a •. ,5 Wlll t'W'O wal~ t;og.e~h'E;l,r~ 

~c~pt they- ~:'V'Ei ,~re:edt 

3.-4 W1'11 a lion roar in the, forest. 

When lie has ,ri o prey3· 



- .--11-.-

Will ·a _y.oung Tion •11:i:i'l1e forth hi,,:, -yoiee,_. ( omit. J.J>.J '1 .)(i ~ )' 

_I£ -~ h-, ,~ eaptwed n,ot).:t~r:,gf 

Sh~ll t ,he p.oi,,n ,be b'iown j.n th!:l ge,t'e; (.Eme.nd ")''1' ~ - to °),Y. -. '? ) 

Ari~ the pe·ople n,ot tr:e:mJ> le? 

Th!3 ~rg.ume.nt ,of the abo11,e ver,.&~·& $.i-!!1, of qours.e, -t .h~t n..o e£-f'e·c-:t: hrappe:ns 

wit,,}.io1;1t its cca~,se; ,Qr , •mote $pe·oifJ.~~,11y., n:ot'hin~ tx-an,s:pi:f.e,s in thb life 

bec.ome.s .mantl;e,st, .i't is not that i~ ca.me about of it-s owt1 acoo·rd,. wJ.thout 
l 

cause or inltiat'~ng ag,et1t .;,.r instl'lutne.nt.- .Arnos coti.o·liude.s his U .s.t of 

e:icamp·les Wi•th: the .-:ve-ry' dr:~ma:tio a11d dir.ect ·t 

-3-~8 The lion has roau.ed., 

Wh_-o wi,11 not 'p,rop..be:sy? 

(Amos s.a) 

I,n 11:es·p·0n,~e, to the ehallen_g,e by. his dirubting and re,s'isting e:ud~euoe·,. 

Arno;~ state.a, ~ - no µ,noerta-i-n •termts 'the s,ource ·of b,_is c-oµnnis·s-:S.on as a 

p:t1c,phet... I t .tm.ls't -not b.e imagi'~ed' £or ,a -mome:nt tb.et he is l!pe:~king. 

o.n-ly ~ppn hiii : own· inlt·.tati::v.e ! Amos- makes it c:i~.1;1.r thfli;, he 'd~r~.s .sp'.£fti.k 

as• -a pll';op,het· onlyi ~(;tcause Yahweh• h~.s ~p.pken f ·~:r.i,t t~o- him:. ,.Afi• suc}l bit 

~~ .no• e1-t,r)1jtive, but, 'to s,p~l<:: out ,J .si t~hwe:1:1.' ·a .$.g·ent. The 'tl/o who 

walk. tog~t,ber in mutual -u:nij(:)_r;Stand:i;rig J:m:d ·agreement ~net •:for :o.o_!rm1011 



l 
{'Ui-pose., as ilientione•d in Ani'os .3.$,. undou:bte.dly ar-e Yahweh end His prophet.-

He s'pe'Qk~. witfl the indisF!utaole authorittf of· ~ .p~.:ns,onal: oall: cfireeftly £?'om 

v5:,,&-io.~f8 ·mentionE'id! ·e.b·o1te,. {lnd emp\1a.stze~ th·~ per~one.1 note '8lr·eady. :present 

axi-d mani!'l:uit within them. 

"A ne1'1 ·teoh.n'i:ca.1 ·term. (jor pr-op·~et., not1 Jt.·) i'.;..1J -wou l'g und,6ubte9ly 

n~ve •e'.m_phasiz:ed th.e c'five-I'gQnt !it,d su,pe'rior .:n~tw-~ ·o:t the' dJ,r:ect i:U,.vine 

c·ommis-si·Qn of' ;t.li"i:s n~w. m~s.sengel' of the De:t,y and would have. .. eat:&bli.shced· 

Qnce -and for al.-l, tl:ie. supremacy, the higher authority., of th'e latter O!!ter 
·-2 

the ol.d p:N>.fe.ssl,o.tial prs;-,t>het. 11 The truth ·of tnis statement beco$e,s mor-e 

e,nd more e-vtd.~-nt wtth a datail'ed' s:t,udy -of' laai~h., Jeremi~h. and .Et~kiel. 

s~·ol) a: di!'fe~etrt-iatlon may have spared tt;ie_$e ,prophets· Jtl.UC'b of the- tt-ou'b:le 

e:n.o· eonkQversy with th.e p~ofe as-iona1 prophet,s of· tp,e,,ii- ~ d~y. 1n 

~~ny ease:s it- ls- e-vidE0:1t tha_t the. s o-~e_e.lleA :11·.fel-se pr(?p~ets.t1 ~e~e a:1r~mat&d 

l:ly a-:n tabs:t,lu,:t.e s ,i,.-ir.eerity, tn t;hejr s"hort-,1U.:ghte-d view rif 1:tf.e.. Often,1 a-s 

g;enius of a Jer~mi.ah• saw further and o.lear.er t&n nis ,oppe.ne,nt·.-· 'X'oo 

o'f'ten the 11£alse , ·rot,he:li''' ·is f.alse on~ in his sh:ort-eightecaness ·1t1 

bel-ienng, t .he sanctuary. itiviolate., conoeiv-ing 0£ Yeh-we~ in narrt>1J 

nationalistic, terms. But 'his t ptegr,jty ce.tm,ot- .be. q.ue-~ t o~ed, Unfor

tune.te,.ly-"the .Book o:t De~t'er,onJ>my (P!Jut-. 13~·2-6; 18.15-g2) deals -V'Ef'J!Y 

ineffe~tually w1th th~ erit.i~e p;r_ppJ epi ·.e:nd £e.ila -t;·o cp,mpreh~illd th~ dQl'ic;,$te 

di;ff'er,~JiH,)'e,s p;r-~.s~nt- 21mcmg the prophet:s., .Qr· ev~m to compr-~herid the t .rue 
. 3 

~aia:h~ ,Qf t~ 8'~ltea pr,qphet an:d. •his· div,ip& ~ominission.. Attempt·s 

l Morg.e'ri,ri~rn> J •• iriAriros Studie~l',.11 Vol. I. p .•. 32 
2 llr-id., ·p-. 48 
3 lbi.s:l., p·. ~9 

-- - -- -



to o.ontr-1;fst the 
11t~e 11 .all,~ tbs "t'~Js~" prtiph:e:ts with the. -v"iew iTI lllipd to 

:di'~c:q-ver t® \~'.litl1or'.i,ty of' ·•t,h~ ••t:rue 11 .Pr~o~he:t-) :wrill more .oft.err than ·n.ot 

. 
profe·s .slional and n·on-profe.ss:ional i s still o1:el¢ cut anp in. bo'ld r,eii~.£. 

The. ·eviaenc:e g,a:therei;l .t.rgm the above sources ·p,oiJJts. to t~e defin•it,e 

c,tmc_lu,.sicm that tro.m th~ rv.er.y P).r·~t/ m:om~nt. Qf hls :~ctiv1;1 pr.op'bet i~ 

ca:re~r, ,u.n\ike. tp.e p:rofe'Ssionai seet-, Alt).bs Wfi':\l ctotiiplet~lt ~onsc-i-0-qs, and 

aware of the. tuJ.1 oon~enit. 0£ the d'i:vlne, Qall~ h.i.s· •oomjJi,14,s,J~n·1: 'h,is me.a:stge_., 

and· 11 0£' thE! rar-r:e~cning: import ther.eof •0 

'w(e. ,may \he~e:i'~re aiono1u.de that t · 

1. .At t ·he end. of f,l perj.t>d .Qf r-etl~,¢.t ion and ob,ser'vation Uier.e 

conneetea. 'Whole. 

2. l'IQ. oeliev:ed th·is i .ntu.iti~:m t •o h~ve b~:eri i1.1r,p.ired 1zy 

Yahwen ... (Amo·s ·7,. 1} . . ~ . ,. ,, I 
~ '' ~ ; f I f, • , I • 

5 • Yahweh chose lA'mos 7.141') 

·6. :Goo. ,s·P,oke to hJ.m dire.e•tl,y . (Amof 711!3,,6£:f) 

7,11, Goel s.ent l{lm u:p'.tr)fi his mi ~d.ou • (.t\m!J,s 7 .14;_. 16) 

8 . js a pr.ophe;t 9-f ·Y,afrwel)> he h~s no ~lternat,i-!v.e but to 

p-r·oeltdm Yah'weh 1a words. (Am.013 3.$) 

---- - --- -- -
-



rni-ssion, ·ta .co-risplcuously ~bsent it1 the wr~t.iJl1g,s o.f Ho·se~. ·ttor te 

there pr~:§•ent anythin_gi even reaenibl ing ~ c<m .se~:t.atio.n ;v-.iS:.ioii--. 'rh:e 

prophet ,procl,:\itTJ, h.is ~s,i,~~ wi-tl fill') ~s.sur-a_t)~~ a.nd e,arviiction tha\ 

iie~ll1i,ts ho ~oub:tcs t-.o ent.et our. ttilnd.s as. tQ hia s'i11eeri:tit or· -as ·to 

the di-virie so~oe tf.f .h.3.$-. mess.~-g~.. lfowe-vet, we ha~ lttt'le or' no 

direct mention of 'his au'tih6riiati-dn• The• nea-Pest thitig rea~m}>'ling 

C.b.apter ! , wntch ste,te a: 

(:In) t .he .l:!~gim:!..ing~ th~ Lord $"J!fo,Jc.e with l¾osea., 

a'l'.'l_d t\1 ~ iox."d s:~'id, to lio$'~;fl :· Go, ·ti~ ke $ •wi.£e 

o.f' h~rl-tttM and child-re•n· o-£, ·harlotry, i'or tne. 

land sur.ely 'is e:ommit-tfn~ harlotry by de·pa~'ting 

from the1 Lo.rd. 

(:Hosea i .2) 

Chapt~rs l {verses 2-'6,6) an4 Ill (ve-rse,s 1-4). r.elate, huw t~e, pr.opheit 

foll;owed -out tni:~, .cH>ll!ln~ti·d. The macori~y of st;udent.-s. and ·sdholara 

:feel ~hat th-!$ E:l;xper.i~1'l'ce w.a.s ~a r,eel-l'ife e.vent and constitut~:s1 \he 

,iniaugv.ral Viti-ipn •,of the pr,ophet. Harper is eonvb1~e<a, that:, ''Hil.s 

call, t-o.J<'·'the,r wt.th t.he me.ssiage he• wa11 t -o p~ac~, ca11B not in a 

By t:his ate:temen-t j he g_i.ve~ u,s i;o ~'?Jde:rs:tenii that he in:tei:-pre'ts 

th'l.s seot:ioJJ a;, s-~"ing· \h;at Bose.a •·a iYi.1'e p.r-oved unfaithful only 
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after their ma,~ri«ge, and t .h&t obvisudy the f'athe·r or her chtldren was 

not Hosea. Ho:i,ever., the case is not quite so !Ji,mple. After re.ad'ing 

these same verses, the following questions do occur in· the mind of the 

thoughtful student. Do these chapters report one or more stages in ~he 

lif'e of the 'prophet•?' (Hosea l.'2-6,8; 3.1-4) Are the accounts sugie

mentaI"Y, or oontradiotoey7 Is the S'to.rY a.n ,allegoey oz- a fact,? Using 

the very· same verses, Cohon under.s_tand~ them to me~n th.at the. prol?het, 

harassed by the mo.ral corruption a.bout him, waa driven to marry a 

kno"lfl1 proirtitute named Gomer. 1Us intent was to re--i'ine and redeem 

her by p,·i ty end love. 11What expla,ins this marriage ii, t:he prephet' a 

burn i ng de sire t .o erouee his -people to a realizatian of' their inf'i

delity to their God and the inevitable c on sequences. Ife hoped thereby 

to startle Israel into a r ealhation of its ldola.trous and adulterous 

conduct as the people of GOd. It was an object lesson. By it Ho·sea 

me~nt t -o dralll8tize t)'\e ex.1stinl!; aituatiol'l between God a.nd Lara.el. 

Like Gomer, lsree 1 was dis loyal and' ung,rateful--this oellp ite God 1 s. 
. 1 

infinite oompaasion.. 1
' 

Here is a'n interpretation quite different ft-om that of Harper. 

Here., Hosea c,onsciously marr.i_e,e, a pr.o·stitute., while Harper speaks 0£ 
2 

an -avera,ge marriag_e, but only later doe·s the wife -prove unfaith:ru1. 

Cohon regards it as an object leaaon. Harper regards the ev·enta a-e1 

later being. the inspiration of Hosea• s diTine call. It h quite a 

pr-ob lel!l to deo-ide 'between, :these two int.erpreta ti on s. 

Harper, however , proceeding on the b.asis of •intei!"preting the story 

as a domestic trag-edy after JDarr1age consider:, the narr11tive of thia 

1 Cohon., Beryl., "The Prophet e" p. 39 
2 ~rper, .wm. R.,, ".1.c .. c."p. :206 



~xpez,,i.etfcf;l Q s ha-:vJng ¥teen ·wi~te·ri some t.t'Jl:i.e aft.er:war.d., and, lib.aw in~ that 

the proph~t. h~·s, .i,nt~·~prete~l into the narr~:tiv,e much. of h;;r1 ,4.ter· ~°',.. 
I?erience. T-he .call to p,,reacn thi:.s me~sage 'l'la,s o_r,e wh'ich oply ye~ij of 

e~e-ri e,nce and re.t'lsot·iop msde ce,rt~in ar,-d' de.tin.it~. "In ot~f~ w:Or.ds., 

the :t~gieal ,;>rd.er Wais the· ·experi~r1ce JI. the' gr{3'at. truth -whi.eb:. tt. silg-:ge-sted., '--' 
. 1 

tne: nfl;rraf.ton of' 'th,:e ·e~er.ien~e .in the li.gb:t of thi-s: trut:h." 

The itl't{Jrpr:etE1,tj.on -~:Lv:~n ·Qy w .• ~. Smlth ls Uie sarne· as ~ rper-' •• 

Re, t,·oo, g!>.e·s nn ·t;h'i:l ~S:sWBp'.t'i.on that Ro.·sea did n.o\ tiilthirstahd in adco-

the,ae saa experience_s·,r "It . ~as. i-n the struggle and 'b'itte~•t18'$S of• .hi.a 

!p,irit '1~ t 'b.e mids:t of h'.is g:r~·at• u,nh~p;pi.ne•s th~t ·~ Jea~JJed to c,om

pre'.h.Etrtd the sec·re.t · 10£ J~hovan'·s- heart i:n, hiG dealhigs with felthJa.ss 
n.o 

Isr.tiel, ana. recogniz•ed t .l'i~ ·'!lnha)rpine,ss: of his ·roatr.ied Hl'e as meaning• 

le,sa ca!amity- r. .but- t .he. ordinane-e ot Jenovsh,. which ca.lled 'hi.m io. the-
. 2 

k ,&t · I,. ·t .;, WQT. ,0.L .a propu.'8 • Smith·:., of .c our s.e· ,. .base .s h1.mse 1£ .•upon Hoa.. l. 2., 

,rhioh he t:a:ke s as· neaning th~t God. £1rst sp.oke to .Hosea when He d 1rected 

·him to lll8r-ey f.lome r--. Sill!ile.riy in Jer·~ 3,2.s -t.h!:t' p't'iOfh.et t~1li~ .11.s that 

the ,e·v.e.nt .• 

i ;h!ire i .s no such thcing·, as eerta.faity. in any ·inte~pa,efatlo.p givep 

tbe.se- :vE,r-se.s. .Upon ~ loser inspection tn~r.'e: a-re· many faults to be found 

.tn both ilarpe.i I s and Ctinon 1 !1 i'nter.prete:t':i:on.s-. Trµe enough, symbolic 

ac't i.c;>n ia .c:dllllllsil .ln the pr,ephetio· 1'ritings,, ye't, .. a.vep- i,n, tJ>.e fll0.2}f't 

·e-qc~nt-rio e~mplea -such e..s E'zekial •~ight pre~e:nt, it t s -dµbi:ou·s wn!t~r 

a ma,n :WrQU14 go tc S\loh. an e~tr.fitme &{4 to marr-y a. <prostitute for t:he· sa:ke 
______ .,. __ ..... _ 
1 :a~~per, Wm._ _R., 11t.c.c .• il lh CXLV 
·2 ·sm.i.th..; W•'• R., "Pr-.ophet:s . o.:f Is~:aei 11 , P• 181 
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of .s. :vlv~~ d"qjllot le':ScSon., av.en i"·or a nat-lon. Thar& i_s• the poss.il>iiity, 

t~t a ,w3:f.e Tl,ho pr-o'V'ed -g,nfaftb.J)u,1 a,:ft,er- m~rr.1,~gt, ~- e-puld, .be· iritetpr~te·a 

as. ·sy_inb;olie. The vagu.e d,~1:>"ti~. s:nd neb.ulou~- qu~1rt.~oning.$ th~t :w,eJre 

•pr.~$/:Ji')l in th_.~ mind .o~ tl:d;~• wr·tter, :w~re. ·¢eystall,ized $ind ••pt:ly summarized 

by- 'Dz•. She.ldon' lH~nk :Ln hif3 te"¢'i'ew· of' Cohon • s 11The 'f'ro.p'fiets,,n when ·he 

states,! none migp.t question the @\:l.t~0.r' s i.nt,er.pr-etation (p. 39.1'} of 

the ~arriag;e of flp:~ea .•••. an'd attetl'.1Ptc to sh,ow: ·mQre prec,i.a~Hy 'the \tt~·in-g 

ot the prevalent, .B~s,3J.~m •• -~13~n t -he i.noident• and up-oJT 'If:o·s~:IJ 1 s .applicat,ion 
1 

of it to Isl"&•e1. 11
· U:nd:oubted:ly the •srb,~rt of a r~tlonal solutio:n. and 

int.~rpre,tat.ion ~s b:e.ep ma:,qe b.y :b\18 a,~ovt:t s1&ijteme.nt. 

Ir, addtt ~.Pn 'li:o the, f.filrriily l.~e of• ::Hos~a.-1 ~h_er.e are ·p_r·es~rft in· the 

t;e.xt a· f.e:w verses that demona.t,rj;!,'!;e the lJ;;fty pos·itlon 0£ tlre ·pr.ophet, 

and bidireo·t :ly i1:v.e us e-t'ues ·to t,its autnor'iza:tion pf Hoijea 's mini_S't'r:y. 

Ho:erea, s:pealdng in the name o_r ~ha Loi,d, sayss t 

There:foi"e I h'ev~ hewri them by ti:1.e. ·p.t,o~tre-t :$, 

I ha:v$c -s:lain tQ.e·~ h1 t.h~ wotd!S ot Nf¥ mo.ut,b.·. 

( IJ::o·s~a. 6 • 5) 

Tlie,re· is little ~oubt theJ; Hos-ea.. here• 13:peaks •of t .he, p.i-,opnet..s as the 

direct ,§ge:ots of Y.od. Th.e Li;,rd n~s ohastS:~d and pupi.~he~ the pec;1_pl.e 

t~b. b.-is .autho?!lz-ed emis,st.rie,a. Here ts a posi'ltiv-, s.tatj3ment 6£' 

t'h-e £.unction t>f the ,.pr~phe•t. .sa ,s one ·cH\.rfytng 
2· . 

that eap~c i~y .punt.snirrg :t .h~:Pdfllao~ .• 

out divine command·s, and iri ,,. ,.· ; ·, . 

. Siimtlar. to the ~biove i-s: the. following: 

1 Kl~nk~ ·s.a.. 11
Review •l)f· 'The Prophets', by .B. Oo'llon.,." l{~u.c.~ ,Mo11~hly, 

. . February, 19.40-,. ·p. 16 
.2 Ha:r;per~- Wm. E· • . , 1\1.e .. c. 11 ·pw -~,85 



I have also spoken, throttgh the propl'l.ets, 

And I qave multiplied v1.sions; 

(Hose-a 12 .. 11) 

Suoh a ver.se i~ ii'! i tse1£ eonvincing{\tba~ I;J.osea oonc,_eived of the 

prophet a,s the l!louthpiece of God. Identifying himself with them, 

he indb-ee-tly but nevetthelef.is conclusively, informs us, that what he 

utters is but tbe word of the Lord~ initiated a,nd inspired onl.y by 

God, and by no other. 

Howevar-, Hosea too, like Amos before him, and the ho6~ of 

othe.rs aft.er b.im, delit1eate,,s the truo ,from the £alse, and denoune,es 

the latter: 

Ther~.£ore you shall stum'ble ( in the day) 

And the prophet ,n.sa she:11 stumble with y:Q~•. • · 

Surely this is a different type of prophet fra.n tho"38 -who ere the 

"mouthpieces11 of God. Here ts a ty~ 1'.ho is no better thjn the 

sinful nation which shall be made t .o stumble. Here is a prophet, 

who, rather than being- an agent of the Divi;rie, performing His missions, 

ia instead to be pun,f~-~ .d 1,,y th~ Lord liim'sell' ; or a w.orthy, agent. 

These, indeed, are tha prophets who prostituted their call-ing for 
1 

the sake of support . The e.xalt~a posi-tion of ~he true prophet is 

br·ought out in bold relief ·by- the de,spic,able and lav1ly positiorl held 

by -the"fa!,se" ecstatic.s in the eyes of God. HeI"e was the t:~e pro• 

phet, confident in his authority, pree.ching the words inspired within 

,him;. acting as, the ag·ent of -his G,cd, ,and 1as such an agent, forced to o-on-

demn those who would not, or cruld not see God with the compassion, the 

l Harper, Wm. R., 111.c.c. 11 P• 253 
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loYe, the f~r - sightedne~s, and the genius of a Hosea. 

Perhaps, e roore fiit ing. tribute eannot be expreijSe'd £Qi" a 

prophet than t;h·at given by Cheyne O-J:l liosea. "tio(l pnly kn<m.1 the 

love of God,' and if the words or the prophecy are stamped ~ith the 

geftius of Ho~ea,, they ~re none the less iruth£ul :r.evelat~ons of the 
1 

di'v'ine Heart ." 

Hosea offers us very- few clearly dei'in~ oonoepts as regard-a ttit 

source and· authorizati-011 of' hi.s m1~&iop,. We must therefore, sat'isfy 

ours,eb1es -with a summar.y of the ll,lajor id.etH, -proposed by t:lc.holars in 

this connection . 

l. Ho.sea married a woman who wos unfaithful to him 

(Hos. l ~.nd 3) 

2. After reflecting upon his t>Wn unhappy doDBetic 

situation, he intuitively r ealizes that it is symboitc of Israel I s 

un.fa.ithfu],ness to God. (Nevrartheies.,s :the.re. i s rea-son to ):,elieve 

that many 0£ his .figures of speech a.re bssed on the prevalent B~alism 

of hls t ime) 

3. He t¥l,e$ this intuiti.on -as havi:µg been .in's,pire-st 

by Yahweh. (Hos - 1.2) 

4. He oon siders himself as sel~cted by Yahweh. for a 

pro,pnetic missi.on. 

5. Re spo\r..e the words of God, £rr he belie-ves th~t 

God &peak~ through hill prophet. (Hos. 6.5) 



·C. IeaiaJi 

~pei,c, .~ ·jest.i.c 'beauty of' thf.s- word pi-eture . 

~In the ye.er th{lti Klng 'C:Tzzte:h died , l sa'W t('le LoEd -sittbrg 

lilpon ~ thr..one t .h;~n ~I:ld; l'.~ft-09 U:!J, and Ris t,:-a in 1.'i l led t m. 

temple .•. Ab.crv.:e liim 1ft.o·o&. the s(!lra-p:him: ·eao-:h one bad si~. 

'Wil)g~, .:wtt.h t-w:~ ~ coirere~ his, is ee., Ql'.ld· with tl'{o be :c0~~:r;-eq 

Eol~:, holy·; holy is the Lor'd .df ho·st-s.; 

'JJbe :t::ulhie;s~ of the w.hol~. eei-·t .:b: i .s hi's ~-lory • 

.. And the foundation~ of ·the t'f1.re·S:~old-~ were mov~d at t:be 

An.a ! d-we.ll ih the ll'fidst of' .a. peo~le -=-__ ti,_.£ une1een lips 
'> :ll.li~ 

( > J • ;-t U""' ..nut.~~ vJ.'?)1,h,.t}I'- >3 i -s an ·«ad it.ion) 

'l'\Jen o~~ of if..he ~eraphiro flew to me:, w.ith -~ gl'ow,ir_l·g .s:t()1,1e 

d._n' h i ·~ .hand~ w:hich he had, tt-aken v(ith the t ·on~s ·rr-an:1 of.f 

LE!,- th'i.s ·has to,;10-aea y~r lips;-

:A,ld your ittt,:quitiy a.s tE!-keti 8\Way,, ~Tii:l your si:n e,;~'i'a~,ed. 



And I heat'id t'fie voice ot· the Lo:z:,d s~ying :. 

Whom shall I s~i:nd~ 

And who will g.o, ,for u~? 

Then I :~alt!, 

110p thi$ o'l'le. ,oe!p~sJ.on Isa,ia.h ·l'iQ$. J1e9n permS.t'ted it.o see Yaliwefi;, but not , .. 
eitecy day·, riot'i so ·ra.r 1e.fi we ktH)li-, ever. ag.a.in af•ter 'this l'fr.s:b l;~-~r ... 

ie,nce., d.id. ls•&iah see Yanwsh in .th$ same peculj,ar ftt~hiotJ tha.._.~ . ~ is 

,able ·to, observe Him iIJ thiis consecration vJ,stqn,,. c!~S'l}i tEt t\113 .f:a.ot t .bat 

Yahwe,h is to, oomn:11.n;i:0a:t8' rd th t •he p)"·9,p:}1~t :very· pf,t.er:i dur ir),g hlcs .minil$

,try'_. ·1e,i): ea~, •. .,.w~t he bad 0,noe seen he must hav'e lmown ,&o b~ alvre.y,,ll 

,t ·he.re, t .h(),rgh by .no me:a:ns there. aldne; tne pOller. t ·bat .ro;J.ed t :be world . l 
wa s Y'a h'l'l~h •••• 1·1 

In re~rd to t '.he title ver.se 0£ t:he .abov~ ··V.i.s-i~n , it is .El~·SU.tn.E/'d, 

by so:me t.ha;t the, ~ers:e is speakin,g ge~e.~e.lJy. ;l.){org~n~tern F,it>se.s ·a:11 

it1tf,lte:sting ·th'eor.y whe:n. ha vent.ures, to stliy th.flt l:81:\i,ah'~ s fn~:uguital 

vts io.~ took PlAo,11 on· New ¥efll" is Dey.. SiriQe the Ke.Yoli Y~hwe'h suppo-s

edl_y entt:>,r11 tl)i;; ·1.~,\llple · ·on t 'n-is pw-•'tiaular: ditv", the ritua.l '.in tb:e vis:ion ,,, ~ -

l:i. explained,. F.:utd~herfr,ore; Klng trzzd.~h ,di~d this par.'t;-i9'Ul•1· l:lew Ye~ts, 
2 

Qay,. M.or_gEfost"rn ' !> suppo:sit11,on is v$ty' plausibl.~, with tne e.xcepti.on 

that one could be jus-tit·i~d in d0ubtir.i:e; lh,at thts is .tne eK-e.et: d~te 

of Ut:zl~h '-s a·e~th. In ,Jin":/' oa·se.,, the taote tHi presented by :t):u~ .. prophet

are tl'rst o'ti a, cet-tain day., p~tmp~ -:,'i,ih(n a ,few moptns, ~f tn.e q~a.th :of_ 

1 Gr..a~,. 9. )3., ttI.c,.c.,, P• LXXXV'II. 
2 ,Morgen.sterth J,.<> 1tBo,ok ·ot the, Covenant", Yol I, 'Eh 42.f.:fl 



Uz·zia:h-, t.hottgn whether b~.fwe. or :tif':t ·e'.r that e:vent. 'is uncertal:n, ·Ise.-iah 

came u~ t.n t.ne 1f:lJnp'le"' 11.And &. llin~ ln'te an ecHfta-.sy,, he sew arid: ,heard 

mer·e then he had be,tin woJ:m .to se.e ~nd he.ar:"!:-:tM:ni';·S tM.t , otlier s 1Jho we.r-e 
1 

prtise.nt that · de.r Hi the T&mple Co~ts, neither s,aw l'lior hetu•id,°11 Isaiah 

iaw Yahweh in ~in,g-1y JJ't~te•1 i.n Ri:s Holy pres·enoe he i'eit ·h~a own uncl'e'an

:ness:... Ile ·ts purgecl ·of t .tii_s ta;hrb. lie s~w, he he.~.pd, h~ ·it hink5: a.bout. !ti.; 

p.e· upge,:tl'S•t ood, a~d ob~yea 'God I s o~ll to .~erv·~ce, for. be had b·een auth9r

Jz'ed by Y1d~w~ n: h.i.m:se H'. 

A·U 11th.its .is a. record of facrt,; b-qt ,he f$.-c·t' i ,J· :Gi:) §P iri tu.a 1 ex

p't1rie1:i,ce, .[~l'.id &Ii $\lctJ mu~t lie dit.sor'·i'5edc,· 'though ina:deqcU:ate.ty,, ·~ 
2 

•~a.11s of ~ .teri£1-;l ter'!Ds an,t!\. pi'Qtur~•.s .• 

n'l'he ,ce.ntra.l -faet- is the· autherization of the pr,ophet to 'deliver 

Yahweh 's mes'se:ge :t.:o ·:£:I,i~ :P'i;,o,-g.Ie,; aTIC1 this d!:lCt\.$i.i!>n to do ;so WM t ·a,k,en ·oti 
. 3. 

$ st n~le part, icu1Q.·:f" day. ii Or parttc.v lei- sign,if'i~linoe ts =th~ J:'act 

th:at Uod. comnrurl'ica:ti$'S dir..ectly. -w:ith :tseta.h, a'nd He, H'imse.lf :$end,s 

tbe prophet fortn t .o pveach: 

.. 
Go, and tiell thi-s pe.ople. •. '· 

:t.h~re ·is .e psy;gheiogie,al ba-sii, e;v'e"ti f'brtn~ g~tJi.~s .. or prop.hatiic in,

tui-t.i,on. Right ly _._s_o., one may Msttat~ to ·agree without qilalifica:tion 

to. the. itlea th~t, •iJ;ite-t ar,w prpr,⇒.;n~.cy in'.U,st be (,\'ccciu:nted the spontaneous-
4 

cre.~tion ·ot.· ~en,ius; .:the 'i't!'ifliediate produc:t o:f! the ,in,tu·it,ive hQtpall m~ind." 

0-r'a.y-, too, sllpp.0.rts th is mor..e se-ienti!lic a1ft.itude, ye-t in ~ c~utioµ·s 

1 Gray::, G. Be:, 0 I.c.c.", P• 10:.l 
2 !Jb'id., 
·S lb>id .• 
4 Buttenviiese-:r .~ M .. , 11Pr.ophets o.£ Isr,;i~i" p·. 15-5 
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&c-htil!:'rJ:;y: ·~n:rier ~-;y: .m~king clear tl\a;t ,. "~tt.\1,ou,g:p. we• c~nr:1:ot lle certain, 

ws m11y spme\w~t safely., ·a~sttnie. tha-t, t ,b.f:,, vition of' iY,eJ:i.weh" ·-br·ingi:ng, with 

it the cl.ear appre.b.et1sicib ·o.n .the pro,phet·• ff pert of l't.bweh •-s purpose 

may well o:e'J;i:e.ve, tor the i"ir-st time on that 4tiY. had h@ felt his QWr> 

:pee.p_le, but ha.d 1,1g~ y,t ·b.een $11re qf tne Q.i'lti.ne o.e.mm±~-ij.ion to sp·~ak1 ner 

c.er·te,in what tio. say. lt ls g'enerally he.ld, a.n,d cer•t"a1nly prob.e"o'l/, 

that t 'hl-s a .o·oount of ti.is c,al 1 wa.s n.ot # .it.ten by Is.aie.:h imrred i'e.t ely' 

after. the event·, but ,s .ome ye-ers ls.-ter, wh.en it was natu:r•~l to define 

the ,ye sr to wnic h ~h.e record, ~~fers. ~t may be th.en that ti's terms, 

pf fi.he div·fa1e commission .i_n ·v . 9££ r.ef1.ect t~e di:seottr~ging 'effect og 
1 

the ot,her pr-o·pn8'•t,,~. studied. hel''e-in; and es:pecia.1.11 for our 'inve,st'i:-~ation 

ori Ez-elde l; €.($8.'i.n s·t wl,i,Qm is br.ought the ch~rge 1;h~t· his ~QtJ seera-ti'On 

the tclJ).a.1 event to-o.k pla.e·1;,. 

ReJiJttJing now to I-&a.,ie.h~ s c.on-s~.e:r~tion vi.sl:t,111
,, it i1f ·tntere·sting 

to ,n9te· t .het e,.fter- h'aving de--s-crioed 'what. h:e saw, the pro:p:laat pe.sse·s, 

-on to speak of the. eff'e-ct on h!_-ms_ett. 'fhe e.la,r•l.D 'I/hick h:e .felt -~ 

the ef'fei::t o~ t ·be "Wh.oie 0£ w~ t :~ saw, n_ot mere iy CF-t the- b.s-t :-or any· 

ot-her .s-ingle- detaiJ.,~ ibe ttJode,~t-y f?f the men· ··h e.~~ab,le. T!:i,effe i1, 

I 



~o copQ_ett ~ased u,poh a s-en~e 9f d'ivitle• pr.e.terance, b-gt 1cathet" • h:g~n

ne,!is e.xpre·s,sed ~~ sel'f'-aec-usatiop,: · 

Vfoe is me ! £-o:r i am ttn'd.one; 

·B~~tuAs~ :i: ~m a 'Tie:?l of ilnclea:n lip·a•, 

~nd I . dwell ib tlte ·mtd-st· of a . pe·.ople ol' um~leap 1.l{ps;· 

(la:. •:6.6) 

Tkis• humility in t'he presence cjf' tne, L6r<h s'itd'.Har tp- t,}j) recorded ex.

·perienc.e· ot 1,foses .. , . l~ bol,ste,red b.y the a.o.tion Get, 13ne ·.of. t.he ae~e,phim .• 

Flyi1'g· to ·t}:te- a'ltar of' the 'l'enm'ie ~. Q', s.eraph t ·a~s Qff' a g,law:j.ng c:roe.l, . 

c•r stone, :and ::rl'ie-s. 't:0 t ·b.e• place -where Is:aie~ s•tand,s. ·By to~t}l).'ing 

h.i s 1 i.'p:s w.•i :th the, t :ire, lie makes. :the'in e1~·a.n •. Ri;s guilt., by thi.s 

ac·ti..on,, i.s tmme.dia.t'ely rernt)~d, 'and atorie;d for1' s.irice thee .ooel has the 

-effec't o:£ e.i ·moral ,p:i;irg,a,til[(ih This i s the first ol' 'the. ~hr.ee oo~se

crat'ion tVi,sions in ·th,j.s s'l:.~dy fa.1 which the l..ip,s pl$y -~ ::vU-al, ro·l.e. 

In each oaee the p:rop,h.et regac:.t'ds .hinrself: -s:s. t}¥, moutppj;'!:l_p_e ·o,t ·•Ged., sp~tk

i-n~· forth orily t :h,ose, 1i0,li".d.s i.mplanted within h.im· 01 Y:a'hweh. The 

11mriu:t.h:11
: is of major ilriportano-e iri propheitl-sm. 

·This puzdf''Sication ha.s ~et, Isaiah tree• t ,o under:s+,~pd :r~hweh I s will. 

He ,now hears. ·Ifi,m cona-ulfi.ing t ·he. .m~mbe,rs, of Hits e0urt, ~'Qd, .,askbrg i'lhQ 

sna•ll 'Q.e, His me:sl{enger. I~a.ia.b.,, ;offe,rs tll i:m,a.et-t.. ro 'the ne:ophyte 1s 

gh:en the dJ.tect and cl'e.arl.~r -st~t,~ divine 0 10.rrfnl.is,tiQn to 

G'c, $n.d te-ll this. peopl~•·•• 

tI,s. 6.9) 

by Y-ahwe.h H~mse l:C:. 

!.n- 'EtddJ:t,i.ori to the f'o~mal oon-s.eoratiotJ vision tn~re are numerous 



·ver.se.s ln t he writi-ngs, 01' ls-aitAh ·wni~h dlrec-tl.y o-r i,ndi,reQ·tly re.~er 

b;§e,k t9 ttie div'i11e ,sour•e~ ~f 'bih , pI,"ephe'tie :iDiO,icm.: 

For thus: "'tthwel:i ~aid to ma w.ne.n the, H.and ~ras,ed 

Cme) or (., •• s.a ,id t,o me witsh a -si:1"'ong han4),. ana 

·ca.u.,s1;3·d me to t .arn a.side :f'b:u'rl goi-ng in the path 0£ 
·· · · (Emend· )J )0 '1 ·, :to 1J l • .a' l ) 
th Ls people, sa}"tng:. 

• 1 11,! 'I o. c:. H • ; -

(Is. -8ill) 

oe~ds t.o dlsou.ss· lt ,with the. ig.ee. in m·~nd that propqet],c in,s;p·lf,ation 

was t~agec;l not l'mly t •o th~ 11 invas,i'.Q~. of' th9- pe~·s.ona1Jty by -the. spil"·i\ 

or G:od, but al so t .he, h$:31d 0·:f G.041 w.hieti, Jrasp-ing ttl'lQ. sonie.t ,'ime:s, 

throwing down •••• ,i.ndue.ed (the pt:opha:tie. insp;p:-a1HonJ ffllµsions to: 

t.h'e hand cif· Yahweh a.a ·aoco.mpa,nyin_t: inspfratlon ar.e· ''t;o be fourrd, in 

E'zekiel 1 .. ~;·3.~~·;31.1~ ~1td e:lso in .JerellliaJ~ l:6 .• 1'7: "l:>edau&e of' Youp 

hand I have sat alone; £or' you have ~l ~:led ~e wtth in'dignat-i!O.P;." Row:

e-ver,, the cottinJun:icat~on tha-t f ·ollow$ rieaC,. nt,t ne~~,iHiar·:t.ly be of aj . t 
spe.c ial n.J3. t~r-e,. Jt 

away fr$ Jeros~:lenr »i'P,d *pm Vu~t.ih 

S.t14y, e:ri,d staff ( j' N ,p,:e~ f ~,1, .Pn:f f'''IV f:> is a gloss) 

$.2, .Th.e· nti.gbt:y me:n, ~.nd t :he, man of' viar.; 

T~ judge a.nd the )?T:Oph):lt, • •• 

Th.-e ·coinroonds of Ood also involve tli'EHnb$:i:'s of ·the 1?,rophet ts family; 

·frrr µi 0·h11pter, t.a , Iiia'U\h s·te.~s th~ diivine souree of his action: 

------·-.. ~ ... _..;: __ 
·1 G . ,,.. u II I 11 · , ra:y:, 1,;r·;, ~-~ .C.C., P• 151 



The);) Yah;we\l s~i:d to Isaiah, ~o out. -ti.ow t .o 

tll!te.t iAh-az~ yQ.u. ·end Sb.1ia:r-YA'-shu.b1 your· s·on .. .... 

(Is-. 7 .s)' 

The tiov.·e:l ·t,~ .a:n.d in•eaning of 'the ,terse wtll be d.i11cU:~-sed 'in the .fourth 

o,bAp'ter •of' :tJns e.ssa,y ~ lh:it W',hat con·oenn S UB" most et the m.Ol!,18'0:t i~ t~ 

ls~ 6.~, .so b.~·e, to.Q.;, Isaiah:. -r~e.~ives h,i$, oo_m.rn:S::n.ci di'r~b'tl.y fro:in t,tte, 

Lord,.. Foor- t0, the: prsp.het ,. t'H)t, @lY; his meS!sage•~ out his- entJre life and 

.e,\rtih:or'i'ze l ,ttaie.~·. ati 'lits aJ;;ent, but <with his oommi.n'i:on. was inc1u~ed 

indil"~ctly the c·hUdren h9 might beget. In ·c_hapit-er 8.18 he speaks of: 

the u,s-a. of h1G ohi ldr~ (the fr n~me,s· s&rve: ~s ome·n$ and -propi.tec.,leS. •> 
s . H a-~ alto aut.h.or-ize-<;t by, the 1,ord of oats:: 

Beh_€Y,1Ja\,'., I an~ th~ ch:.i1t<ftr:efi :wwm tij~, L_o.rd ~~ given 

llie· s,hal_l b~ ior. s-i~irs ,:nd £or ·wm·de.rs· iri .Isr~el., 

•from tb.e, Lor·d o'f Hos'i;s,., who d-..e-l.11s· :1:n Mou11t Zicon. 

And tile Loifd o.£ H-o$t:s l,"e:Vf¥~led' M,imsei!' 'in tJr:I ear& ••• 
1 

(Is .• tai&) 

The word 
11r~ve~led11

, find th:~ entir.:e expre-scsi'on "·:z:!eve~l(;ld ,in: 

m;y ears/' tel1:s -g•s ot· 1;be c.on)i·tanit: presence 0£ Go~ ,,.1tJ1 Hi-s· proph.,t, 

a·nd Hi.s ~"t,~l'-iil8'eurtent au2tiho~1zat1~n. to spealc ir, 1(5;.s n!\me. S:i'tn'il.ar. 

:i:n i~e~ iii I:s. l~20b. wh:Ich o lo,se.a w-t-th th;e ma,jes't..tp 

)~'I· o 1;>, >_a •!J 
.... • ,, ··· Ft)r· t .he tDoJ:J.t.h 

of t ·he Lord h.a,s spolen. 

1. Ao,cordin_g to the J.P.s. Bible 



"Never- bn•oe ~fiP.l[!O:t that all I s~y, is my iner.e per-sQTJ.al opJ:nlon, no-; 

1t :i~ f'a~ 010:re t~:ti that :1 i:t ,1:s, t .he meass-ge ·of God. I m€re.Ly serve 

n:s H1& •moutb,p'~ ,be ,..0 i:s wh~ t , i ·he prophet .iinp'li~s . ·Sure~J" there is no 

d--oubtlng his sQlU"~e • 

In conr:if£Cti.on with tl1e polit.ioe:l situa·t'ions dur.hit. hi-s ttf'etitne,, 

lsaieh again 1'i'as foree:d -to proolaim tha-t -which was God I s will. lil.s pr,oe

·1:smat10n,s are not ba-sed. upon ·s h.rewa p.ol it i:eal ~ sigh-t t,r £-o·r~.ca st.iii'g • 

bui; rathe:11' ~pon his inner _re,l .i;gious, vLs~o~ ,iu jro. :w:na:t .i,a righ,t. 0£te.n 

hi.s• warr,m-'tl •of' a~t~~rHy w~,s. qµ,~stil?JJ:,; .b1J;t' ·h.e f.l,e.v~r f~ile-d t .o pt-O.dttoe 

f?'n.e so'lU"'C~ ':if the va1id'i,.\y of. his: Ff" oJi.outio~in&nt.s. Our'ing the S~o"" 
·l 

Eptu-aim'itic alll~~:ce .of 734, lse.ie.h Qeut:tons Aha.z: 1 take heed _n-ot t.o 
~ ... . . .. .. 

. • ·.• 'b . • sm~k1ng fu:e ra:nd_s. 

A ~rief •bio.g.r.~:ph:io pas1Sage in chapt.e,r. 20 ~f t .he b·oolt. or .Isaiah 

g.j:-~~§ a y·t~ld desoriptio.n o.r th:e prophet I s extr~·~rd:i.n.;~FV,- c.onduc:t an.d. 

revee..ls his attft:ud;e towara·s the reoelli~n ~g:ainst inyria ena, ih'e 

i'lfrta t :i:pn wi, th inc:ons t 'a.nt Egypt,... God c-6mma,i1d s.:: 

&oi ~n·d· lo.es~ the. ,sackclo't;.h from oft ,you:r -loill's,, and ta~. 

of,£ your .sho~ from :your .!loot. 

wa.lked tieJreg an:d btrefoot to !be £-or thr~.e yeru--s a sign a~a. 

a wo.nde.r upon Egypt and -upon Btniopia • •• 

H~n•e . ., t o:i., ~ was but, .symbo,l. iz ing that; w nloh G:od .h_a,q oo'nim~nded·' b:im • 

I t · wa'i durlng h'is oppo~.it.icm to an alll.anott with Egypt, a:l:>ru\ 701, 



that .he ,ce.l..l,ed ·out· to ·t-he peop·l&: 

3.0,.9 FoT- i\ .ls a n,ebeillous pet1ple 

Lying children 

:.Ohxlcli-etr that refuse. to ooa.r the ta.aching,- 10£. ihe J..ordi 

10 Tl\g,t say to the• se-e,rs.'" ~ See x,.o't:J * 

And t.o the pr,ophets:: 'P.r:-·oph~·sy no_t: 'li_nia> U.tl, 

. t4e rif'!h.t. thini;s., 

Sp ~k unt" us: s:moo'\;h 'ti hil}:g:$, p'rophe:sy. tlel'.ti-ifion-s-; 

ll- Ge,t io~t o.r ~ h.~ way, 

Tutn aside out o·f the pa'th 

C,atis-e the- ·Ho&' .Qri~. of I .sr.ael 

T.0 eJ;!~se from be,f .o:re· us. 

:En the above ther.e is :no dem~n.d t.o p:t'lb'duce -the :wa·rrent• for his r~b.t 

to spa-a·~. No, ·in tact the' people ,aN ·o~ly too col.l sc•iou:s of tne;t au

:tht:,x-ity--Yah,va·h, the H0,ly Q.n.e. ol' .Ist-·ae.l--i£ an·ythin;g: the.y wa.nt t -o: 

forget I:t'bn. It. is the pe•op'le theJPs.e lve,a wh.o. qv.-ote ts.ait!.h I s au'.'tho,tlze:t.,ioJh, 

to1? they s~j in Chapte_r 3'0~ ver~e 1,0 :· 

J>rophesy no.t \µlto. u:s right thirig:a 

Th:er ktM1W.· he ,i;s a t~e pro;:ph'.et end ~t~nt or. tn.e Lord, end ell that he· 

~p~k-s i~ true~ Th$y lqiO.W that re sp·ea.i:s· only i'or the. L~rd, nn"4' as a 

va1;i.4'.l mt,n1se.xi;ger of, 'Y'anweh.. !bey tell h i1il to 

Ca-u,,se the ilq,ly <'Qn.e o.f Israel 



li~r.e the people make ·it unnecessary for the prophet :to quote the 

source of his coiµmi,ssion. 

The above verses have d~alt with tne world politics:l sit'l,letion. 

But even in cases of 11 inner polities11 the prophet claims divine au

th.ority. The pl"'op.hecy beginning w~th verse 15 0£ chapt er 22 contains 

th~ ·only piece of ·personal invecti,ve ascribed to Ts.aie,h, It is add

ressed to Shebna, an official of lug}:). •rtmk, It pt-e.dicte his e.xile 

and death, end the promotion to hi,$ office of Eliakim. The detaii9 

of the st.ory are not of importance to us. what is worth our 

aM,ention is the introduction to the account! 

Thus saith the Lord, God of He:rsts,, ,get 1,ou 

to this steward. 

(Is. 22.15) 

.And also the conclusion, 'Which says, 

For. the Lord has spok~n i:t. 

(Is. 22-.36) 

Even in such a domestic ef£air the prolnet speaks not in his own name. 

but only a a a r epresent.ative of God. Ottce he had been con secreted as 

a di"t~ne. ~ ssenger ,,. his life,, th~gnt, ·speecl:t,, and action deased being 

his <rnth and belong~d entirely -to .his G.od. a.is en,tire life ill a record 

of the t-ruat and aaoration of a messenger for his God, and o.£ the pro

phet ts love for one -whom he revered as 11 The Holy One of Isra.el.u 

We may c_onclude witl:i some amou-nt of certainty that: 

l. Iaa'iah' s vl.sion o'i' Yahweh was ttie oulminat.fon or 



~ iot1g ~xpe:ri~tJoe of med;:i:ta,t:.ion and pos.sib-ly e~e.rience. 

t. -l;ly ,4 ~ynil;,.0lie, a~t, his, lip.a are t.ouched~ th&re,by 

:pur ify'in,'~ h:i~,. an'd :al SQ imp 1.ant irHJ. Yahwe 11'1 s WQ,rd-~ the~e i~. (Is. 6 .• 7') 

3. This purif,'i_9a.tion set:a hi_m .f'ree to h~~r Y~hweh. {:I!:!'·• p;.e,) 

4. ~ring. t ,bis· intuitlv:e· e.ocp~~no,,.,. 'l ahwe\i a,slc-s £.or- .a 

me,s~enge.r,_ to 'V'-olun~eijl:r:. 

s. ts:e.iah o£'fe,r ,s :to as·sume the- :mi.~.s:i,on .• (I~. 6.~'} 

·5. Yali'we.h sp,eaks to hi.m d,ir-e.otlm• '( Is_. 6.~}: 

7. Ytd'iweh. sEinds him• to Nl:i'i_ll h.i~• mis~:iQn. ( :La. 6 ·.9) 

a. He speaks on:J.y es the m~th.p-i~ee o;f! God •. 



n. Jer.emiah 

The inn'a't,e simp l,i-ci ty, hunii H. ty ~ allQ none sty the:t br:ings. us ,Ii~ 

c,lo~ to Jer~ni_ijb.,, .e.t1d causa .. s ua ti.o· l ,ove .him, ~-r1;1 ~l·i preS(;)nt i-n nu 

( l knev1 y9u1, ·a,p<:\ b!;):.f ol'le you came• --rt 

f :µt, ~f tbe wo.mb :( sanc<t)j.f ied yo:µ;\ 
\ ~-✓> 

I ha.~e app~jnted you .a :p'roph~t· :t;·o th(! n~t,J'on~. 

(.Jer. 1.4,5) 

tJrUike. t :h~ other. prophets -W:hom· w.e have disoussea,. Je~em'i~~ was ,appointed 
. ..____ 

tQ his post at. t ·he mo_me-nt; of' hi:s c.o.riception. I{i,13 was. no>t a c~n·-~~e~~;w,5;on 

a•t a cer,ta in• per- i.9<;1. ·of b). s lif e, ra-t ,'Qer lils waa a ~ iv ~ne fiPPE>iritment e.ven 

before. he drew. tne· brea.~h r£ life •. Cho.sen by G~d ftoJJi. the '@cy :be-ginning., 

lii.~ en~lre U.fe lthi:;rs far }:las been lJ:v.aa only to,, :f'.4:lf'ill this 'task, and 

i.zatioli is not only. •;fr.otn Yahwe'h' Hims~ll', dlz:-ectJ,.y;. the _pr,o-phet 's v.e:cy 

lLfe is ,the ,work 0£ the, Lord -.,ho aut.h~r.1:ze-d Qim. 11·r s$.1:,o.tif'ie'd ypu, ~ 

began. :Cn ,ehapter I, verse s-,. the SJq>re·ss:i.on,~ "I kne-w wou_,..,i .is used 

in the s·ame sense 'th~t ibt verb. , ; > i _ _s sorqe,.tiJnes ~eel in Amos; . 11-.ith 

t'h.e. \~pl.io~tion of b.e·fn,g, sJn-gled out,; of' 'God being pari-1,c~le.riy .in ... 

tere sted 1tv . the- pa•rticru.1,a~ pei'-s'0.n to wh91n a,e sp.eak:.s- 'ill• t'hi:s. fashion,. 

-When God ·eay~ 0£' Jer~pil;ab. "I ~ell y-ou, •••. ,0 l{e $.s eve·n: ~tt, ·th.a.t ·!ll'.Qme,n:~ 

f!.trt'hor-iz·ing n;itt1 a•s .I:lj.s 1eop.fip_a11t •, as H-1-s p.artioular- .~gen~. 'l!h~r'.8 

~xist.:i no1; e"Ve.ri· th.e ftfi-lfte.;:;:t ··trJ1J1e of' .d,oul:>t go11g'EJr.t1 _it1·g the, protJ~ i' a 

-- ---



,aut,.boriZ:19.ti.'O~ by' Go't3, ,to bl? lfi·s ag:.en\J J~l!erniah I s· "Jiery life 'is a . ¢op .. 

eiete proof o-f that autho~it:r~ 

'l'he lnt.uHJ'ive tee l'.in,it that !'le has been cho.,aen rr:, God ~rQtn his 

,very beginfring, .does not relieve the ilmer dQ.Ubt. as to ·his- c-apac-ity 

t ·o. QSr;ry out. t~e · aasi;gt,1-od iiasic. With a s&nse of humiltt-y· arld ne 

h~:f'ore the. LQr;,~., e..~· W:5:1.il ~s l;l.e:f.oJ•e hia1 mi:·ssioti, he .numbly b.ese'ecnes·:. 

Alas, Loifa G-b:d ,! 'beh.o'ld I d,o no.t 

know ho-w ·t-o sp.eak; !"or I a111 a young mari. 

( Je_~. l.6} . 

Bu,t th;e' c.-orojlla.n;ds 0£ G'et=l wilJ, brook no. su:,¢\i th,it.ig a's mo:rta.J,. f.e.~r or .doul:!,t,.: 

i3'1t th~ Lota 'Said t-0• roe : Po -not :f'iay 

I ·am, ~ youn.~ m.en 1- for wh~l"ever· :r s,e,nd. tou • 

.Y,ot'i shall ·~6:;. and whateNer :1 cinrfuian~ you-.. 

j ·ou:- shal1 spea:k. 

(Jer· .. l.'l} 

Oan there'· be. a mot.a p,os[tiv.e .statemen-.t of auttior i'ty fc;r ·pr ~heot-,ie a_e:tJvity? 

Yet., take no·t.e t:nait the- .propl:u3t fs to s,Pea·k in the- fl.a~ of God, 0;11ly 

-that. whic.h he ~s oo,mmanaed. hy. tli,e Lorch De:spi:t~ q.ivine e:ssu:rance, 

Do no~ 'tie ~.t re.:id ( omit. ,~ 'J J N ) tc,,r I am 

wJ,:~.h ,yo~, t,o !fllS,:ta.oo):J y:"6u., s·aith ·the Lord -, 

( Jsr. 1.s) 

to ·obey. a. command. :ts one thii,g., to ere;se a .gnawi11g fear trom one' a 

heart, . ·and ·to )'illl'l.cngly• as~e"mYilhe b'tll-'den of au,ch: a ta$k, is still 

anf?th,~. Jer-emta.h giy-e,s vent to ht~ ob jeotions (th._ey shal 1 be· di,
ctuaed in d'e.t:aiJ i~ ~hapter 2)\,. an.d probably nevel'_., .iJpt ii J:18&r the v,ecy 

end ~f h-ts- li:fe, ts he of:>mp.lete ~ (ldjus'ted to,. and sa:tie£~ d with h:ia 

d ,ivi:ne oommi.asio"n: •. 



Isa,iah, and E:zeldel, tn.e .mouth .ef· the -prophet is.. t.oucbei;l.,. Thf:s; 

action .ftts trerfectiy' t ,t,,:~ conc~.pt ion of 'tin.ta pr:o,phe.cy;, namely; that the 

proph~t, prpdµ~e s f'I."Olll h,is i:nouth that ·:wh . ..ich is p1~ce.d t'lle·re by Clc,d .. 

T}ie pr:qp~e:t,., b{la;io;~Uy and •esse.xrHal.,l.y t ·s:, and ·¢onsi.&.ers. hi:1Dsel£, "'th.$· 

· mo:u::t hp:i~ pe; o.£ G:'od , 11 
{ ':r/ a.,z , D:t;,. l.B , 18;} 

f ,he·~ 't·he.: Tuot.d '{)Ut torth h'i:s hand and 

tnti:rihed .my mouth,; and the Lo'Pd said to 

me: • . .i:>eho:hd, I have· pu.t, My word,s ln :"j~u:s: 

B~t, unlike. lsai~h, W,\19se I[!~µth ~s t<n,tclr~d or ,a coe.J. hei.a bt o,ne ,of 

t 'he te•r.aph,in:1 ( ;r ~. 6 .7. ).,. t '.he riloi.lth Qf J'e,r~niian is: to-gc bed by the liord. 

p~r s0n.ffl ly and d iri:,ect ly, :b.y t'he, V$ ry hund of' t'.:he Lo:r,,d Ilim,self. 

Ant'hropc,morphlo., . ye,1a; but al.so e~ttcitly o•lear ev:an in, its :f19'llibolism. 

lo contr.as.t with rs,al~h', i :s •al·so the faeif.. ifhat h'is God ·commands hi.m Rot.· 

only· to tlproot• ~d tea,r clown., b.:ut $lrto to ~uti~ ~P ,a.nd rep.l~nt,: 

See l pav.e ;se-t: ·yo'IJ. tbb is d~y ~ga:1:n at tle 

t?~ttons: llnd a.g.llitJ.,st. tl:te1, ktngdotn~,·to• uproot 
(onilt c:. J ,n) •i.i, ~ •~ 1" 'i> ' ' ). 

ar1{!, t~~r ·aown.,. e:n .. a t.:o ~u.:ild '2P: :itri'd feplant. 

( Je.i;- .. 1.10) 

I:t; :'is .he.it,tier ·a $:i,mple nor a happy, t .ask whic,h lie is a.s,ked ·to ae,complish,~ 

'.&rid ma~ a:r~ the, tilmes. ln the f :ace of danger .arid di:~av.,po'iutineti't, ·whe?J he 

th:at he ia do'~rig God• s w.ork.. 

With the assti~t-ion· of Qi.a p:rj)p-hetio dutles,, ,J~rem,iah' s i.i£e ~ecome .. s 

:a tu~m:o'i.l 'both wit)tin lfis soul, a11,d w·ithout in the 1woi:-1a of men. When 

-- --- -- --



ri;o,-t, h1.Ul'\ed by' hi,s ~ppr~,s::s~r·~~· ');Je was. bsitnt.ea by t\:f~ c(!llmands of. G'o.d ~ 

Th&>-1:¢'0.r.~•, I am lull p'f t ·h.e l\u'.y 0£· ,the Lt>rd (Emend J'> J.t., t to ':.J 1,,) 

I a:1 W~;ai"'Y' W·i.t-nten.ta.ibi•I11g· i:t. 0, hol_din,g tin-; 

\Jer. 8.1-1) 

To Je.riirniah, insplr.atii)n ts a drivi,ng e.leJnent.al force allowing. rieit~r 

p~ace, ·n.om ~ceeptatlce•, ,nor u.e,~t ~ b~t ·d:r~ves 0:0,e on ~nme.rc•i:t'ulJ.y ~n,til 

·b_e .r.~lle:ve:s h~.s ~ou 1 0( it,s responsil;,ilit~r, and '.fulfills th~ ~omman<:ti'.?Jg 

insh·uet i,ons 0£ · t ,he Lord. 'God _ _, ·t--Qo•., kpolVs of the: ;nner r.aJging~ -wbieb . .. 

li.e h8's i.rqpl~nted, :(or Ha a.ska the .pi:-opn.e'!,: 

Do no~ my :words scorch. iike Q f':f£-.e:'? 

S,f~ t~ the Lord; 

J . 
.And i.~ ip.ot ti'ke, a ha,mmer that 

preal<;s th~ rock ::in F,ii~eerfl 

Hi:s pI'o.phet-io· 'in ·spi.ratio.n i .a a.s a r•ag~,e shut µp .tri h:'is.'b,os.otn., 

whiog f.fe has 11triven vainly' \o witna.tand.. Th'is divine for.c;e, tnls 

wward_ £'ire. cannot be ,:w,ithst:oog.., ·he s~y,s- h~r.e) an}f~e than tr,.e, 

ptt,i•si~'f\e-p·t .f ·orce ot tb.e h~mmer- ce;n be re!B.l.~~te'd ·1;,y the 110:Iici' rook. 

;YQt# .t :hen· h n1:> ·~ •st.i:o:n.it:.Jg tti,e rJi~rt that God a.l'one ts· the soµrce 

of this pen·t-"l;tt>· 'ldJ. vi.tie rury." 

Whether or not, J.er.e,mi-ah. saw God again:, as ne w'itna,ssed. l!tm 

we C$ri be. sur.e ol' . ., tba-t wheitlher or not the prophet wi tiiea:aed God. 

'fi'tch· hi~- "o,on·se9rat;·ot;1· visio1;1 clari~-y, 11 neverthe'le,ss he. ·cer-tainly,, 

fe~t ·His pr:e;sence t~oµghout b.is life;• BI)i:} witli that prres~moe o-ame a.n 

( 



I e;n1 a p:t-~s·e.nt G·oa, ~nd not a far-of.£ &.od. 
1 

( J.er,. 23. .-23) 

So close is his God. to him, th'a.t oo feels towar.d Kim 'as near as a child 

i-s to its rather: 

And I s·~ id:. 1Y'.ou. s'l'i:~.ll c.a ll ~ , my. .Fp that-; 

.And shall n·ot turn avtay from fo.11.owing ·Ma• 1 

'.£his \'learTiess of hi3' so:urce ls p~e:sented in ht,s, co:naecratlon vision, 

•a-t1<l ·t.l1r.io.i:1J ~Qut his· mii:.d.st-ry. 

11 · ·• ·• · .• u· . ., . · spontaneou~- 1.:nt1p.,t:a.on ~ 1n.tnout- a. 

basj.,-s;, ~t is not difficult ti;, i,~g,-il',18- t\'.ra;t Je,rerniaq reai~ze:d 1,;nng be

i'or.e fye bi~~n 1rb8,t; oppsos-ltion ~l')Ji p -a-'s~<,ut-ibn. would be his- lot, in the. 

role of 'Y•~hw~h 1
$, pr.oJ;>het.. Th':e -verf h'ume.riness for.. llliiih we love hitn:, 

i. s a 1-s.q hi:s -wea--knes s . · Llke any me~e mot ta 1, he dre-aded ,pa in a~d. 

s't,!££eri.ng. No smail p.ar-t oi n.is e.on.st'S'l'lt· o·qncer,,n we·;i;,e th:e s-o;-ca tlea 

"fa.1se 11 pr-op}lets. 'l'.h.ey, we·r~ a ·sniurc;:e• of inf:Wte ·p~ j.n t_o b.im '.boi.h 

Jitt'\>jec"'tivel~" end o~je~t,tely,. E.itbecr n~ 'Wais fighting t~ .lles th~-t 
' -- .· 

p~eaehed in the. nane of ".fimren, .0r e.lse he. wa.a on the def'en sive. trying 

t ·o avoid the· vtoie,nce they dey-i-sea .a_~a'inst htm.. In botn C&S9$ he wa·a 

coni'liant.lf i'oroed to t"eiter;ast·e his d'i:vine ,source a·nii ·autnoriz-ati.on a:li 

a pr,ophet of ,G-od: 

l As interp-reted by, :M. B.utt.en:w'iese.r, 11Prop.net,_s of Israel., n 'p .. . '146 



) 

·Bu-t 'be 'that has l!JY 'wQr~ . ., let. him .spee.k ~ - word fait~lly. 

Whet, oo.s· the s·ti~e.w fio do --with the wheat? 

·pr.of'essionals WhQ s.po,ke- tna:t whi'oh the pe·ople tie.sired t~ near, in or.der 

to obt~ in a livelihood. However,. ·rah~,etl s II l n.~pir~tion,, he -te,)._l~ -them, 

is ~n eleme.nt:,\ 1 .forQe- ~hich-act.~ wi tl\'i:n -.the hurmfn he-art,. ~nd wi. th wh i'dh 

their imagin{l~Y po·&sesit,io'i:l• by ,t,he ;spil:"it. b».s tH> m~~ in ·cO';fnm!;S:n :M1a~ 

i. 
'cnar:r haS: ·with -~.tain/ 1

' A.rrd no d~\lot J.el"eniitfh: was r:ight . ·tn -:t:he 

many ·instances_, wh.en he. e.ot'npl:ains: 

For from the. least or them :~veri to the great'Eg,t of them.,. 

'Ever~o:µe is, g;r.aedy for gain; 

And tr~ t~e. F,rop~t eve11 ;-g.~to the pri:~.l!Jt', 

ll)vecy~ma de~ls f'al~ely. 

~n~ t .hf1t•Y. ,ha:v,aa healed, the ~r.t .of tJIJJ. •t!B•opU, in "'El 

lJ,ght ~'Ilnet,, 



have pe{roe~ -Whell ,in r.,ea).lt:v,: thi:s is '\1flt:l'uE!• Re coritlnues · his ooU\Pl~int: 

• • ·.Alas., Lora God I behpl_q th~ ·pr-o-p\l~t:a, 

s~y unt.o them; 

(Jer-. 14.1.3) 

As n,as be'e!J, s;tet.Eita. ,abov-e.J tl-.:$,s ·µn.d'Qubt~4lY y_za~ ~ ·corpme.n ~s~~ge co:f ·the 

prc>'i:f.'ea,·J.Qpal prt:>~h'f:3-ts, a.nd; t..01? 1t "~he.it- palms we.._fe cro:sse;d 'W,i'bh, ~ilv~r·.'' 

Y~·h ~s we sf,,~11 l~te:r ,ob·s~rve· in th.its .. eh:ap.te.r, wben. .actue;lca,~El'S 'of' 

·.fat se pt-o'pli.ets ar.e discussed b1 name., the r.et=il'i.z·atien will copie tba,t some 

of these ·ao-c:allerl: 11talse 11 :prop'hets, wer-e a~- :ser.ious and ~il!'c!3r~ as. 

Jere-e mi~'h. They w&~e ll'O more intere s.ted . .in °graa'dy _ga in II t'h$.n 'ln\f h~ • 

:rhe-y pr o'bab ly £e,1t. as -si11·.1:i:ere'.Ly. t:(S. 41,d Je-r~mt.!l.h• th~t th~y- ·$l;Qke, in tl'»3 

nAlli8 o.£ tbe tru.e -God,. :wvh~-., t-h~t1,. ·thi-'s tremEt'ndous ea,ntlict? The 

believed in a more, nation~lislie Y't\ltweh,1 who 'be:ing ~1_1·-powertu.l :wtUld 

n·ever e<onse~t t .o ·tne sanctu~ey 'b.el:ng vioi,at~d.• ,their b~a.h:, c.ry wa.11;: 

"the sanctuary ·ts -iT:1-v!?.lat·e.·11 Je:r~.ie.:h !'lad a f"ar gr,,at.e-r scopQ for ~i,s 

but one it.em o'f· diftere.nce betweEm t ·fle, 11·t.'al:Se 11 p~opnet'1 and Je~mia~. 

Reduced ·to l ts .silt!};i1e s:t, t .er.ms, Jeremist1.• s 11:tar-s~ght~clne.ss-" was t.rue .• 

'tlie"'a-nort-si~ht~dn'e'ss 11
' of the other· pr..o,phets- has been pr-ov~n £-al$e •. 

Iri thts r e ,speet Jeremiah ls ang was 1tithout doubt the t:ru.e ,prophet. 

lfowErv.er, the matter of sin oa.r,'it;r and hont.sty i -s not t :ne ba sJs of 11iirue·" 

an.d 11 £alc3e 11 prophet . A Jlair.rQw n{'t-lonal ism1 and a oorrespondintlY: na.rrow· 



l 
G!)d--0oneep1? 5.s the real ,b·e:si.s • ~his idea 'i:s, sup1rorted by ·:Morgen stern •. 

Howe'Ver, n.eit-'p.er his cgrrsoienc-e nor t ,.h~ ite':t:iol:le.nE( ss o.f tlie imme.di$'te 

attu~tion woul·g a-11.ow the ·t;r.~:e p.r-P.p~-t . t,'o. ,e:ltE!r-.cist tt>Xerail·ce. Ngr 0:ap 

we b-lilme hlrn. 'ro ·J(t~ewi~.h t-llere Wa§ .only -on'.a- tr.uth . ., he had s-een Yanweh., 

he hfx~ st!;>'Od with lll.-~-, and. ht:t ha:d -b~e.n ~~nt bt Rim·. 0£ all -t.h'bs pe. w~J 

p.os,ttiv~. He 11$.d b!te-n aeht- ·ba,, God~, but ·riot tn•e. others. To- -f:o }lo)t 

the ix• a.dv.io-e m.~:nt d<:lath and destructa.0:n--s'inc.e:r.e. or not ·scino~re. 

Divinelf i-n~p·:i:r.e:d~ Jer.emiah p-lead.s w-i.-th- tlle .peop'le Q~n God's rre·~) each 

t·rme imply i.n;g.· his iM.vin~ !'!&ri,ant Qf ,authorcity • 

.And +.he Lord ~a-i.d to ire ·~ ' The prpphets

prophe,sy false.h:!)od. ~n my nam&, I he11'8n ,1't 

dh'in~ti,on,, a thing ,of ~01,1g,tlil-~d- th~· de.-crEfit 

of f.'l'te.~r ov:11 hes.rt h~ve they prophe-si'ed unto you. • 

J~ri$miah repeat-a. e.g~i:n and eg;ai2i:J· in t .be name .e>r God,; !II hav·en't serit 

them.; and I ha.ven't coftiw.anded them ... ,." UncfouhtedJy.. ~~ -rec-alls h!-s 

.. owri c.onse'Xlration -viS'ion in which ·the, e.lar'ity ·of liis o.omme:nd a.u9 h:ia 

·mis,:gfon beats ali11,0.lu:be ly .no taint o·r. a-mbigi:i'ity. i'{e tltid c.onstant· -r.e.f~rerrce 

t .0 action t-akth'l iJt tba t ine.u·gural y,isJ'Qn~ impJ:yi-ng .iri.direC!tl~ that 

only he., Je:t!smia·\i, is the t~e ,e,g~nt. ~n hi~ l~t:ter to th~ o:Ap'tivel 

'in &a:qy],on.~ he 11r:;i..ies: 

-----------.: 

F-or thus ~saiN'.b: the L_ori;i of rfs:,sts.,. the God pf 

l:s:rael: Leif:. not you~ prophet-a that ,are .b : y-'OUt' 



"1li4st:~, a.n.d your d:fviners·, -b~~ite: ,y;.~, 

p'ej,tib.er· H.steJi to ·their d:teani1,; -wq:icb they cati..~e 

'the.- Lord. 

l hav~ n:ot s~1c1t; th~s~ .p11op~et:s,, .y:ef; the;;!" ran ; , 

l hm,.e not s;p9.k,~'1;l to, tnem1: y;~t tney pr.oph.esi8d. 

spe~k t-0. lne·. i, Cc;mtinuthg· the declamation ~.gains·t .f'E!:tse pr.q~h~ts_: 

•.•• t.he~ _J.ead y..ou Jn:to vanl'iU• 

They a:pe~,k a V'is,iot1· .or their ,Ol'JJ:I ~ .art., 

And ·n·ot, out of' the m,0\¥1:iti or the ~p.rd. · 

T:b.:e toueti;in,ir .of· th~ mou:!;.b wa;s , a .· vital f)lbtor in• lsa'iah a,s well as in 

Je,rem3;ab,. <Jer.e~lah. r~:ea-lls h.i.s om e:;tperie:'nee,- ... Gog ff.~l'):iselt • ·touo~eq hi.a 

Fer ,who fu:ls s,tood in the: council of the Lord,. 

1hat• !:J&. should see llimi etid he,a:r His wor~? 

Yihe ha.Ii _piiicl a-t .tenti.on to llis word an·d m.ar,d ict'l 



I£ t ,hey fii.d stood in niy c c,.i.J!lcil,. 

T·be n ,they w~uld Q~u-~~ trf$' ;pe op ia t p ij~,a:r rrf:! wot'da., 

-And tur-n them a::w~y :f.t¢,m: the'i;l-- l:!:VjJ: •~t, 
And from ''t),h.e evil bf, \\1.ei~ ·doings. 

by, . . i,mplicatl_cm. ·tnat, he, al.one h..a s be•e.n au:thori.z~d .8'.s Y,ahweh: 1 s agent~ 

Th§ use o.f' Yahv1e,h I s ·na,me a.s e;:ut\iortz~'l;,i,on ~a-g ti._er~.sy: 

_. •.• in' order· t .. hat you do ne;t d ie •e:-t our b:enti." 

(Jer. .. lh-21) 

ang Butteirwiese·r is undoubtedllf ri:gh-b when ·he sJ~: 11 
• ••• that ln all sueh 

oaJe:i it -wa,s 11ot the .p-ropliesying per se wh.ioh 001;1,stiituted -the ree.1 . . . l 

off.en .se, 'but ·the pr'Ophe·sy; in._g, in the p ~me :pf ntrm ••• " 

T~s, far we Jr~-:ve dealt "'1ith th:e :genel"al tp,em~ of faelse prot;>het.s. 

t/he. t'~ur·oe- of Mis misslon ,.. ?:Ji:!w l,et u:s -turn. our «tt·errti.1;11;_1 t :o 13pecyi.fiq 

.case.s;, tn which th.e two ~~ ·s o.f pr~}iYhf;lt,~-. "£fih~11 an.a 11truE?1 :meet· fa·c:e 

to £·~ce. or. a-ti lea-st .'in dir.ect .6J;ipas-it.i.on·. In t .~ · '.l?emple, beJ'or:e ~11 

the p:r.iests, two ,men faced e:ach 0tbe,r. Both. stnosre, both. i'irmly

beii§:tv•ing t\fEtt G9.d had spQ!kfJl!' to him, both oel'ie•,d.-n,g the otter 1185 the 

_____ """ ... ____ ... 



ee.11ed 11fa.:ls_e 11 pr-o_pre_· . t did not see £:a.·r ... no.u.~·h. But h.ow. ,c-an ... ·. -we ·gue.d ·· n· . .,.. . . . . ;u~:1.0 

the sincerity Qf ~l'l~.n.i_ah. bep Azzv.r Viho wi.·th ii'® ·e,l..'c:fquent,, rory of 

one w'b.o iis pm,d:l;loed he is right, oalls· out:. 

Thu~s s$.y& tne Lord ot Hosts·, th.,e God o':f l .srael.., 

say.,ipg : I ha've • '1:t;l:'!oke:ri; th'.e y..oke of the Kin;@ of 

:Sab;y:l<>ri . Y~ith.fn tw6 full fea~s .r :will bt-.i;n_g 

b.aok into ·this l!'lsoe ail the ve.ssels 0£ the· 

Lo d i "" r , . S 110U·S8 • ■ • • 

Th~ .sch0-ian ma-y ob.jao.t and eite ·~s p:r.01'£ of ii~na:n'ia,b, 1s pr~£-e,.sst.onali.~m 

t\le _fagt 't;;~;t he .p_roJ:>he•s:i§:S a sp~e;i:r-ie p,.l;l'r:io.d71 "!~wo fuil ye~·s," ·.~s. a 

d.efini,'te t i.llJ:E;I , whef!, 'hl, ~ ·pr'o.pheoy- wlll, ·be fu.l:f'illed. 'l::be t,.rµ:e liite:i-i"iry 

pr,o,phets did not quote :exa-0·t years and 11.S.:ys· l'br the.fr propµee.'ies.. Tni-a 

ia, a ,ri.tid ·obj-'i!~tlotj; hawever; ·we s}lould not be -boo d'og:matic in th.is 

of the prop.hErt- •~n~l.1 ·0-01:$ to pMrs, 1ih.EH;t 11.tu:4.lJ. 'tti,e 

pro,phet be ~ :,t>wn • th,~~ tlie L.or~ h~s1 tilli l;y sent h.iim. 

( JeT. 2,s .• 9,) 

St:r-1mg:e .. ly .~n c:1:uglh ~ere-m•:i.$h is l're.if<iifg- b. is ariS.~er on ¾ute-.ronomf .18 .z2, 

~~iPb aet_s .t'Q-;rt.p a a:ef'inition of a ti:rue pr,op~t~ Our £i:r<St readti,ot1. is 

- --- ------



l;eta 18'1; ~s ·~o~s.id.~~ o.~e-rull.1 the a,o-eal-led formul~., ·which st,ai;es: 

~n a pro·p.he,t speal<~ .j)n t~ nall)8. of' the Lord., 

if' t 'he th'iri'g, do.es not, i'9ll:0w, nor co.me to paaa 31 

ithat is the .:thing v.ihich the Lor-d has 1,-ot §3poken .•••• 

The f1rs-'t difficiilty we eri.co.1:l,n'ter is th~t -the formula. it st:ate'd i:n 

the mi~at·ive; saeond·lyj -there is YJo ·\·!~ limi~ set es t ·q, 1'gw· lorJg 

the.· p.eop.le are· to wait. Man.y. of' the- pro,phecle s, e-v.en .of t:he so.-~.a:lled 

true .pr&fhets-, navel\' c.a:µ,e to pa:ss.,--tJ1.ey. · $re ete.rpal, ·t .rutb;~ f'w, 1'1'ltith 

we are, strlv;ing still. '.i\ds,. t 'hi,m,, wou-ld .Q..ave in~i.ct:S.d :t}\e, ii-rue 

)..ilte,tacry pl"-oph,et:s in the eye~s o.f th:e'it own :ge:he,ra-tion as ~ell :'is tn, the 

eyeJ;;, .of oU:r own. The absurdity• .6£ tnia is obvi.Qu.s •. lurti~ert, " ••• tbis 

1aw (Deut .. 18.15-~2) ·has alw~y,s oeen i.nter:pr-ete~ as- if it wecr-e. wr.i:tten 

fnom_ t ·he poin't of vie~ ·of the U.tere.ry pr.opl;l_fft1> .,. that is,. §..s if -tl'.il 

lJ £erer,y pr·opb,etp 1· s-tanda~q of ·true an-d ta l~e, prop..t'i-@·$ -we.re at the 

,wEi,s n·ever r.~e;ogn u'ed lit t .Jie exponent,s: of' the c,£:flc,~:ll .t.e llg,ion ¢>· their 
J, 

age. 11 ii~ in$.Y, c.on c..1:ud'e vti th 'Mangen ster,n 1 tha:t , the .p-ro b'lem 114. ~ bQen 

de alt w"S;th ine'fll.e·cttia 11-y and wit.h m~n 'ife.st fa:ilur.e t ·o eomp 1'8'he nd the tru.e 

in . the l:fook of 'Eleuteronomy ! 

~tur,~-ing now to th,e Temple scepEt, we· rfla4 q:f lfati:ani~h t~\ti)'J~ t ·he 

YJoo·den b~r £~om Jerenit;ah 
1

1!" neo~ Qll'Q. 'breaking. ·1~.,. ~p·d i.n the nii&s·t at. 



t ,hh ~ce.ne:1 che.r,g~d w.ith em.p.tio~,, pt-1t~laiming; 

Th'ua ·fH!ii tb too LoFa: Even sQ wi11 I break 

t .ne y-oke o:f 'Ne:bucha:dnez-zar lcit1g, Qf 13~Q,Yton. trom 

of£ the neck of' a,ii ··t ,he n~'t1Qn is .in t'll.o i\J.l i ye~~s· •• "' 

of · the B·e::by.lQni~ yol{e pf ·f:roti· :µ•p,on ~htf .t1~c~ o:f' 8'11 thw ·n,ftions, and 

ao~u·s in·gly s.i·ng,le, i qu t ijanani.sh.: 

Hear now, Hanan iah., the ·Lord has · not -se.n-t yoq;,; 

but you make th i-& ip,.eop1ae tr.ust in a- lle. 

( Jer.r. 28.1'5} 

Harking bac~_to hcia oon·se.cr~t,io,t:i ~is-i.0!)',- J~t emie}j.. st.at.el i::n'tpli.c.itly. 
.-- ' ---:.-:-----.:__ 

t\lat h~rwas sent by: tile J.iai:-d,~ ~-~ -~ot~~~~~a~i,,.. This .s~ene, is a. 

tragecit of t,w,o .~ri;n'Q~~e men, he.th •·cori.vi.n¢~d t1'$y $p.e.ak Goa.' s, tl:'Utn; but 

0.nJy 0n~ 10-f' 'ti~m.,geptus e1roti~h t .o .. be c.e:rts:in beyond all d~ubt,. 

Bef'ore leavi'ng t ,h'is oh:apter ,. let 1:1.li no~e that even a t .rue prophe·t · 

is not- e'verse to p.rea'ic-t.i .llg an exao•t d.a:te :tor t ,he .tu ll'illme.nt· £if a 

prn.phecr i for, speaking in God 1 s name Jeremiah te)..t:s Irari~ .i~b,! 

Hanan,.1.ah ls· ,n,oi; alon~ .in c,1,,;t 'in~ sp~:c·it·.tc time. lbli~'t, ,S' ... 

Aria-tber e.xa~le o:£ Je.rt3f!l-ie.h 00mi:ng into coni'1fc-~ ·with a false 

prophet- ,i-s 9,'l,loted, it1' hi1;1 letter, (But, a@:·a:in in Gba rs na"1e)-: 

Beca.usa., ·$.b,e.m!'iah has pro'phes'ieq unto t •ou 

and. ;r, dfd: n,ot seni him .••. -.. 



•-44--

Over e.nd over again rings the t"efra.in, 11 1 did not send him, 1·1 ntld just 

as pften is the direct implication 1 ul sent you, 11 and with it the 

c:e-1".te.inty' at)d exj;>fe.ssion or· the prophe,t I e source of authority-. 

Perha_ps the following is one of the be-st- and most positive 

e,xpre ssions•, outside the oonseorat1ctn visio:n, of JerEtpJiah I s 'direct 

and divine authority : 

e.13 And the prophets shall become ydmd., 

And the v1ord is not in them. 

(Insert l e.st three uo.rds ? '° J ~~"I • ~:,;:, 
14a"< after word .J) , ,., ~ ·-;, ) 

14 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of lio11ts: 

thus shall ,it he done to them 

Becaus-e they have spgken this 'Word 
(Emend ?~?.~-! to J- :?'·'! ) 

• • • I 

in 

Behold I -will me:ke my words in yoll't' mouth fire, 

And th is people wood,, arid it shall devour them. 

The ~ymbolic eetions in which the propnet indu~ed so o£ten for t he 

·ae,ke of i11press'ing specif'ic object less'ons up·on the populace, 8l'6 alsb 

acts per.formed by the -wi l l of God 's inspiration , and by no nsans ini

tiated tt,s pa•aonal or vol:unte:ry. The symbolic actio:n of the g$.rdl~ iB 

introduced by: 

Go~ get y:ou a linen girdle. 

Thus saith Yah,¥eh: Go, get yourself an eartbln 

bo,ttle ( and ta~e) some of the elders of' ~he p:eople·, 

and some or the priests (with you) 



(emit J)I' ; the ·v~'Y· of!' 'J·.f "· N , ; tha ,ae0.on~ 

).J /> "~ t ; a;dd . N'{ t .o 1 1.J -u .:>· .;)· )1 ,. 
{J'er. 19.;t) 

ll·& cou.eejt, hy.t .in re~lity is Qilly e. poaitive, cer-t'a'i'Yltt af a ,d{:v'inely

.i,nsp,irea l!J811;l.~e.nt!:i·l". who knt:JW.s be.tond· doubit tb$f. he .is e s;p iritue.l spn 

6£ the men he l'iie;ti't-i,o.ns,. "Wnml he a:nnounee.s.: 

ana. rec,ogn.ize t ·he c O'fll?lla.rHii'ri:g tone:, .a-rid ·a-r·e. convfu eed .beyond &oubt that

tbe pr0pnet e.eted cmly up.on th.a ~ui\iho:r-ity of the, Lord, who. t,ells him: 

l hav..e.. made you a t ·owe;t" among my people (oro'i;t • ,trlN ) 
Th~t you: mat ,kn:ow apd tiry the,ir way. 

{Jer'., ~t •. 27) 

1. Intultic?r-1 causes J~t"e.nii.eh to .beJ,,.i,,eve t"tltlt 1:-e 

has been selec'ted; by Janweh •. 

2. l:ie i·e·g~as th.is irrt'l}5.ti•o.n· a,~ inspir.:ed• by. Jaltweh,. 

·3. T'tte wova o·f llah'we.,h. w:tt hin h;i111 fnfor.JI!s Jeremiah:. tha 1;, 

l'.llOTD9'nt of' h.i:s oonee.ptiQn.. J\ 
.(j~r ~ )..4) · 



1 ~ A · 

5.~fl By t .aueb:.ing «1~re~ieh ',s mQ'ilth,. Y.'ilb.,w~h j;rnpla.nts 'H.ts 

(..Jar. :). .~} 
,,J ,,1 U•l, ,, 

6 •,. Y:al'IWe.h' ..S{:El e:ks to h:iin ifir.ect~~ a11d s,ends him u,p.011 ,,, 



E .• E:zekie1 

~n extraordi:na:ry: S,Qul. lfenc-e.f';::irth the b~tid· .,gf ~o~d re:sted: upon E.zeki~l,, 

.,cH:m-s.e1~·rat ing, him a,~ 'w~t c.~ma,n' over hi.s 1:ix,-e-:t.hr.en ·in .e•xi.le •. •·~ • 

S.tif.an·g.e a-nd ftr1t:ast.io. is. ni.s l1fe.egural .v'ision •••• Ov.erwli!,e·1:med bf .a. 

ipo-wer betond: l:ii'mself' the ~.rop,he'-ll ha:a• ~ mo-st ex:b·r-~ord inaiey' exp~rienc~. A 

'g.rea.+. clo,icr' vfitn .~lovd.n:g. embef~ in its• lap ts SV1a.yirig oveJ' hi's bead:. 

' 1 
Ou;t,. pf tQ.e Q'Qs,mi,c Ohl:!.t·S ,gradually, til'l!)E;tr·ge~ t,t1e, ln0'\l'.j..ng "!ibron~ of Goa,. II 

::e-zelciel .. , like I13£Lia_b,, sew Yahwe;h' si;·tttin~. up0.11 .a vhr0.tie; bU:t in I:i. 6, the 

t 'hro.ne i:.s stat io,l'l~ry•;, h~te· it mov.e,s. Cooke :fe,e ts that., ·11:I'he difference 

.Jerusal~m, Ez~kiel :Ca,r e.wai• in BaQyloni~; ,~nd ;Whet1 he ·saw ,¥~hweh approe.eh

i.:qg on the .t :hr:0~ .of he.aven, his im~.g,i~~ti.,on p·ictured. w}leels to ~ccount 
2' 

b'.o:dies. Throughout is th.e. r.ed col-6.r oJ?' fir.a, an.d the,, wh.e.eLs. at ~he· £a.et 

• of the creatures a-re topaz, 81!d abovt, tnetr heads' a .firmament, glis.tens li-ke. 

Tneri em:J-r,g ing, ·tlarough this co~'&•inati1::on of oQlor and - . . 

:rt.rari'~e cJ",ea:t~4;ls there ,QP,:Pft&rs a. t ,hrone of s.apphire . The propl:ie•t fs,lls

it.o, the. ,g~0und ov~r-whel~~. .A ,v-oiQe haunts pi:m•: 0son-. 'of man, .s~and upon 

fi:!Ui' f~~t.0, and, I will speak itQ · yoµ. Ii ($~;;. l--3 ),' 

It -i,s well. ,tQ r .~¢~ll ~t t ,h 5,,l'(' :t;,i-uie i;hat '~~ tntln sef:ll'J .. th~t whicl) by 

1 C,ohon, t., 11 Th~ Ptophe ts.,"' -pp• 15~1-2 
2-.Cooke, :G. A., 111.c.c., 11 P• 29 



, believe., -~ na,t,urai se.n.s:iiti.ve~e11s ~rq the re:ality Qf t™' invi,si'ble wo1'-l.d-i, 

and ·the .hab'it of t-'efiect·i ·ng upon . thE5 holin~s'S' and. ~prem.a.~y o·.f' "'.(ahweh 

' eriabled him ,bo see ·'bhe vi,si?n i?h~:t changed iji.s life. ·the sy.mbo'-1-ic 

,_ti,g_ur e,s oJ'' the vi-sfon that t0ok s~a:.pe t:n. ):i:iB ow11 trnagi,nation •. ·tnough,. 

.s,t, t'he• sa1ne -t.'i,!!Je, h~· ~~eri~:11ceq tht, ~~t~c-t Q.f ~ Po~~r· Q:Ut~Jae: ,of 

'hitgse,Lr--; jv.st a-·;:; itf ot}w.t- c:~se s., . the wo:rd wh.'itih the, ·p:rophe.:~ •11.a:s to 

.d.e ll~8-r e!f>me s :t"rom Goa. and yet nears the stam~ 0£ the pr-~~ 'f.. • s .Ol'ln 

m"ind·. 

•·• .At any r·e.te tne, aocrotl;ip,an,ime.nts of' t ,ne.- ·theophariy , o loud,·, fire , 
- l .. 

li,ght., tJ1~pder,, were dijrived tr-om lle'br.ew. sources •11 The s'eme; mey. be 

.sald o:f' the t .hrone a·nd the •idea or Yah'w~h autrounded b.y at-he.r f~urej~ 

£or., the-s-e -were .e.mboc,Harl i.Jil So1om.on ' s temp'.}.e. 

comes to th~ prop.fret lt1 o~rt •. The. ·eJ'itife'. ·s-qbject,. of <ihapt~l"-.l., y.~rs.e,a. 

,2/1 an,tl 28 d.e~is with,; 

.. . . the,. appe·~Nmce of the.c 'li:lte:ness of 'the g,lary 

of Y $ h'W.~ h • 
2 

Eze"1;iel. ''irill not name. Y,a-b:v,eh ·dir.e:e;tl-U,, ·but r.e.s·o.rta- t~ a . ~froumlocut'ion. 11 

In Ezekiel> "t.he g,lory o:f' Yahweh; the. glor'lf,- of 1;\he t¾od' "of 'Iisr~f} 1," ~en.,r:;te:s 

an ttputward manil'es,tatiori of the ·div'-iJ1e Pr1:1,sen_ce_,, &eerr hy the prophe,t in 
'3 

e-~s-t:a.sy .,_ but i.nvisib1~ t .o· tk}e n~tu;re.,l eye .•• • '' 

.And vihen ! saw. 'it, l · fell u;p.on rtrj/· :f-e.:oe· . ., ~nd. l 

'heard the- -yo ice Q.f one, .sp~a k,i:ng: 4I:?g 'He s'a.i,d 

to ~ : ' Son ,oj m~ ., , st'an4 upon. ,,y.o\lt" ;feet i and 

'l will 11peak w.·ith ·you.' And -~. sp'~rit, .sntere~· 

1 C~p,6.ke, G. , A.,,. 1'I.d,.O • .," p. as 
2 Ip.id • ., B• £2 
~ Ib:i,a_. 



·into, ,me -wli~n Be. sp.oke t .o m.e, and ,set its u_pon 

'ITW" f$:e.t:; ·a.nd I he{~rd H_im -<fQnv&l':s ipg v_1,i th ma. And 

He. said t -o me: ' ·So.n: ,of xnan,, ;t s.e.n.d ydu to the 

Cf!l.ll:lren or Is-rael, those r.e·J:>~ls. (Omit f''/' l1cJ 

and :r-e·mainde-T, 0£ vera_e, J!f,~_e.t< 1 '~ '?i Ii ;,: ) 

.4'8- a mortal he reeeiv~_d_._frpm ni.s G-od a des'itna'.t.ion of a. mare. aat1,; b,;l-t 

a,, ~ proi:ibi~t h~. ·t .s· t,he IDQut,p,p,i.eoe of t .h_e divine w:ill. Lf!te: Ise,iah (Gt •. 8) 

·ana .J9re-miah ( 1.7) l:l~fw.e hl·m, E.zekiel, ·too., has de.f1-'ilj;-te auth:a:r.i:zat;ii:m 

to this, he -i-s oomrn:anded: : . 

And you st14ll speak mrj· werd~. 

(E~! 2 ~11) 

-We have Qonste.ntly· •einphaslzed the .f'~:cl· in oUl'.' .a.isoussion of bot}J 

Isaiah arid Je.rem~a·h, that t ,he ~-ropJ~t i.$' t\(l~ one 4:tl :vJ\10,!Se nroµth ~oa. 

pl~ce<i ~i.~ 'tfotd~. The pro_jghet- n;ier-(t}.y ~po~e Goii i _$·. ".IV'o)'".d:_s. It is in t•h:ia 

conseec:t-a-t·ion vision 0.£ E~ekiel ·t .bat w g,et t ·n.e most. detail~d des_crlpt'ion 

!· ... open yw:r motit.Yl an~ eat. -what l g'iv:e, you.,.' 

·An.d when I loolcag:~ behold, _ a nand. wa,s put-

£0rtb to me;- and~ le,, a: scroll wa~ ~n H. (Ehie•n.a 11\_to »\.') 
And lie apriead it ~e.tore- .me~. and' i t was -wri:tsten on 

irrs.ld,e ~nd _out-sige, and -wxrJ;t-ten in it-were lam~r1·t.a·tJ.1:Slls> 

Stil.i ,ga'in e, " tiand" i.s s't.-r{fJtohed out to- af.l'eo-1; the 1i:p,1:1 of a prophet. 

I~ tleramiab I s aase th~ c·orrtao.t -was .dj;reot, i-n Eze.kiel I s ing-irect. lfhe 



~tmoolism continues: 

••.eat. th is iaCroll., then g.o speak to the 

house of lsra~l. 

In this connection, also: 

And lie said te too: 1 Son of' me.l'l, go., get- y:ou· 

to the house of Israel, and speak with ray 

·-words to them. For you are not sent to a 

people of an uniptal_ligible speech and or a 

slow tongue, but to tbe hou~e of Israel. 

(Ez. 3.4,6) 

( Ezekiel I s mission is clearly onl_Y for Israel and not to th.e 

So, 1 o-pened :my mO'Utn and He caused l!le to eat 

this scro 11. And He- said to me : • Son of rtlln, 

oause your belly to EBt, and fill your bowels 

1'it,h. thia scroll that I give you. 1 So I ato 

it (:F1nend t .o ';:) J l '": ) 
.And i-t -was in ®,/ mouth -like honey f'o.r swe~tn$~s •. 

(E-z, 3 .1,2,-3) 

"It is in keeping witb the retl'lt,,m of', E'zekiel 1's thought th.at he ima,gines 

the substance of h1s tD9 asa_ge as ~omathing objective, and corrv.eyed to him 

in this mariner . Wlth ch~actertstio self-efi'aeement he regfirds himself 
3. 

mer.sly as the organ or t)le divirie deorE!'es . T.he prophet obey 6, and in-

wardly digests tk).e scriptwe. • •• 

This pt!-$.sage throws S'ome. I ight u pon the nature o'f prophetic inspi

ration. On the one hand a prophet does not discover the truth by any 

rea,rord.ng •o£ his oim, it , is revesl.ed 'to him by a Pawer external to him

self'. On the other hand, it is -revealed oTily to one -who has been specially 



called tQ :Fe.¢e.i"1e a w.or-d f;rQjn God:.. :AJ;ain, a ;pr,ophet •~ in_=u~h-~tio:n, so 

f'ar frotn overwh,lmi11g hU nat;ur.ial f a,6u1.ties~ qtJi'eke,:is ~nd up.li$t-s t,hetn. 

~(1t 0nl.y th~ lsn~age. :wh,ich ne speaik_s, :but the p_art'icule.r t_rut~ :wh,i-ch 'he 

he._s t-o p-r:oclaiin,, is oo-lor-ed- an'd, to so1ne e-~tet.1t, d_~termi.:n-ed by hi!s own 

indiry'iduatity. .He res,ponds· vrf~h '.sometb,in.g. o!; hia- owri -tQ ~h~ d'iyi.-lle. 

·ap:pro,.acb:; so thtrb ·tp.e t-ruth Vihioh e,mer•ge.s 1,s 4,µe n~i'tih~.r :l;,o Gc5q .1s ac:tt.0.n , 
1 

-~lone, n.0.r to man 
I
s e:f'_f ott a;l.qnl[,; it is .due to, 1:loth.11 ·C~.tta;inly th~ 

,el;!oVEf sc~o.iaily and s:c 1s~rt:if'i1t :t\n0-u-'{g.h.t . 0:n prophe<cy .~buc:h(i.s the very core 

et·· :trhe prob.l;e-ltl f'ar -lllqr~ th~11 tlte ,~o-~at.ic., "i)it,er-err pr;op.Jre.cy mus .. t be 

aot:6:ilnted the $_p<mtsne:ous , c.t eat-iori of 1{e.,niu.s;1, the itnmel:liate product 0£ 

2. 
t:h.e. i1:1tui·t ·ive human niind." <fooJl:e is attemp.ting to ·expia111 ·.a 'nidden p}le-

nomenori in und~rs'tandable terins nt:' r.ea;J,1.'ty; ne ao-aa not l".'"es.ort to ex-

seecr-etcive, and ,iUst a:5 b~f'Ting_.. 

lf ever a. pri:,pµe 't had_ positlv!9• .we.r.l'ant fo?:' 'his, ministry, E!zeki:el 

<lid. In addition. t .o tbe numet:'ous: statem.en:ts o.£., diviue auth-oriza:t-i,on such. 

a'8 ''sp~a~ -with my ;w-ol'ds t .Q them,'1 -~_nd ,ot}lers;. '.W~- also ·find the fqlldvti.ng,: 

14:ir:e.ove-r.., He. $'S.id to Tli9 = 
1
,$,.!!t·P 0£ ·•n• all my ·wotd·s 

that l $hal 1 ·sJ_jeak 'to you_ t-ece·h~ in. y:our ooart,,. 

and be.ar with your e.ar -s, 4tid go,~ co'ID:l t,o the, 

ejj;ile. ••• and. sE9oak to them.ii ~n.d ·tell them= Thus saith 

t lie L0 rd G:od ••• ' 

Tne ~'oove· 1n$Y be understooq as a .final onarge .to ·the proptiet.· -He ha~ 

re.c:e.ived o.!:~ m,:r,1,:c,i~-ge (2.s..-3;,s}, ~pd' t:n'ice he '.has -been w,atiwd to look 
__ _,_. _________ , 

1 Cooke _, ·G, Ai:,. . 111.c.g:., 11 ,p . 3'8 
2 B.utt-e.nwi~se-r-, ?11 •. , . .11Pro,phet-~ of. I-srael., 11 P:• 155' 
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( This mat.t-er- •Wi 11 be dieousse.:d iri eh,.{!p:te_~ ,. -

-t~ prophet sets oi1t,, still -u11aer tn.e i.n.t:lueJ'.l;-ce ,of hi§ eo;s~to1u., :so t :bat 

,wJie.rt he reaohe,s tqe ~h'i!,f.' -eo l bny of the exilf.s:, he: con,ti'inues tor ·some 

S:?'ine eeho·lar.-,s bt-·in_©.' for.w_a.rd t .})._e eocu~s:ti,on ti~J~t. f ,he writ in~s, ·o:r 

Jtzektel :a.r.~ not .. t,he ,bnioo<:ii,ate., p:todu~t o.f insp'iration, ·"but 'thei 'lab--oz-ed 

pr.od'Ucit of ~pec-~latlon -1:1nd stuay~ If' we co_Tl'ip.ar.e, .e •.€'5.•, the• via'io~s .of 

Eze1ciel_ ••• with:. t-hose of Isaiah and Jer.emiah; 19e• find that -t ,he· vi.tat elenent 
;l· . -- - ' 

of spont$neity whie\i char-~c'be-i'-S:z~·s the lat1tijr :i~ ~lto.geth.~.r- ab,sel'.]:t fr.om 

the £orme:l", and. i _n pi_~oe ot it. -we ~at wit.tr a minutely- -~labor'a't-ed symbol

:is~·, 111h1·c:h setvEUi as a f'anta1;1~i,o gar-b for- the pr-qph8't 1·s -theolo;gieal 

'V i:e:w ~. This $.yrob o lie· and .s·tudied imager'y of' Eze.kiel ••• it sh ot,1 ld 'be ·noted., 

he:ii noth-in~ in common with ii he p;oetfo •im~g~·:r,y .j,n lsaiah I s oon,saor.~-tian 

vision#, ~ me:~ s of wh10h ·tt,.e, prqp,.~et e£-f~ctiv,.ely d.e~eri}ies•,hJs JJ~·µoitua:l 

,e-xp,erienee. ~e c;li£ferel'!oe betweei'l , tJ1e· ,v·ti'iici·~l ~th:od of E·zeki~l 

end the a:u-eot p.i,~~entatio~· .Qf'. t-s~i~h ~.Pd Je:reltl;.~b. may· .be. :ru:rther i'.llue- . 

trate,d, by tli~ fac-:t, 'bhet .~z-e~ie1, ''bhoug_h h:e. dttvo'te:~ .ft.tl,ly., twe,n.ty-!'-i"Ole 

'Ver;;ei, to they deso~iptio.ri o.f ·his v:i-sitm 0£ Qon.s~.cra't,:i,on ...... d~11 not unt'il 

tl~e VfJcy el'?d :e,e~nict:tt~ ,the tact th~t at~" i .s .tae:ing .Gso.d;-- ,while ~ta::i:~h 



a.nd O'e:rerniah. • .b,ring o~t ,immediately, the tit:1minant thbughfr tMt t .heir 

soul waf ~.t~ndb:ig £.a·c:e. to fe.ce witb.,. the ~t~l"tlal and h.e.ard th~· secret.a 
l 

¢£ His ooun.sel -''' Ir' w.e ag,r.ee, with. Bu.tteinHeser lin ent.tre~y-., ·then 

J ~h~, 
11

~our.¢e• and a_µtho'!."'i.;~ati~'Q11 of 'B·z~kie'l is s1:,~iousl,y. ind_icted,. 

t~u:'h of wha:t But·tenwie·s.e.r- •,e,:t,·e;t~·s is t:rue; es~9·ie.l.ly the, tact t~t .i.JJ 

tfi.e c0ns~~rai;Jgti, V'i$·. iotis 0£ lse.iah and .Jerem-i -~b the <il~minant, thought· 

that tnay. are· 'in the· pre-s.e:na~ of 'God, ls •brl>ug;ht •out i.flll'!U3dJ.a~tl:lly. 

Rawever :, if' lie tire to C01J1eede, tihat t-he ,pr.o!ilh.e,t 1.s, c:ral 1 to •Meflcn ~i4 

mes.sage is bJ;ts,ad upon. past e~erienc-e e;ng. r,13:fie.,0,tri,o:n,, fn'ld th.at e. 
2 

p,r,ophet 1 -,s, con'Seora,H.on v irf~qn is 11 'tb1=1 ouilili,n&t1o,t) o,f Et lol'.l:ge.r e.xp.erie:neet" 

t4en tne ac>eu,sation of' b·e i·n.g •(~ l.~l;>.ote.d pr9$:iq~ of see-e~lai;J dri-.," .l:ose:a 

~ome of" ;its ·r ·i:,z,:ee. .If;' we, .'grant i:n pl·ophe.c;y tihat, 11 ~ II!iiil ijeea that wh.ic•b 
3 

by t9111p·e.rarnertt and tra iu'in ~ he t-s p~ pared. to se,e,., 11 then ?.e can make 

allowance, f.or the. di:fferenqe·s tire<sant in E,zekiel. I:t seenls .p'lau-rlole t .o 

a.a~· tna,t i£ V/8 -~re: to e-redit B?ie\(:iel w.ith being -~ pl10p~~t. at ai.t, ·and 

'1,fith AEl~ing l:teen con:mris,~i9ueQ.. QY Y:Jh:weh, the11 we tntJs.t pr-e·t.ar t,~ thi;n>k ,t.M:t., 

"As ™3· l"'~:oalI:e-a t11,;..s er-is.ts in ,}:i.is. lit~, th~ t:1rnptr.et. wa:s .mor~ c,pnt'}el'.'n_,,d 

·to _giv.~ .~ f'aii;,li~l a ,s•¢J:>unt_ of what 'l\a:pp,~neg tf'i'ab ~ci write ,~ p'.ir.feetly 
4. 

0£ ~etl iu:s. But i .n· t ·l:le ~i►-te·r. of autoori.zatio:n there were no de.gre~s) 

i:n ~lJ Qese~s :t..b;&· ,s·p,~rcl t .a the s'am.e--God. 

·1 B'i,i.t.tenwies.~t', .M., "Pt-oph~-1,s Q.f Is·r.~el,.u PP• !6~·-6 
·2 Gi:-,_~y, . . <i. 13'.,, n.1.c .•. a .. ta is.~riah.,"' P• '101 
3· Oo0ke~ G • .A.,. "i.o.c. to E-zt;1,,ld,l,.11 P.• '2-6 
4d Ib:id. , Jh '4l 
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In addition t ·o the, :c.6h,secr~ti~p visiipn th~.~e are pr~sent i~ ~zekie,l, 

nµ{ll~oµs ~t1'!:e1; s'ta,t ement,s ,expr.essi;ng Mi.e, s·o.uree of' 't ·bie prop-b,i··,t • s: m:ls~lo.h. 

~ Sp.a.a °(clng 1a.gg ins't the I? oiDule.:r rel ig_S.:on of ·t .he p6pu1.~oe; who o.b-serv,.ed th~~e 

r'ite-s "on 'thi· hi;~h. )?'laces, 11 Eie:kie:l la ,t-old 

Q·( .Isr:~e 1 a.nd .J2>110,;,he~y ( Je::,i -~ -~ )' •ag:a:i;n-st. ,the.Ill'~ 

~nd s.~Y.; a modntai:n s o.f . Israe 1., be,~ th·e wo.r'd 

0£ th.e· L.o.r 'd our God, 

]'n $-Uch. a·n obvio~s tr,insgre,ssiou of if~~ ,peop,~Ie,. t ,}1e p:ro~net dP-es no'ti 

The:n., too., 

·oEil..amiit:y .sht\11 co·me tap.on oalllfait;y,, 

~nd rum~ -s~ 11 b.e Up:on r.urtio.l'; 

• 

.And they s-:b.all s~ee:k a , v.ision i'roni the 'tJl"·Q:ehet,.: .. 

When the ea.l-atni·ty, comes, vairnlY. shall they, seeJc f;l e.omfor:!;irrg: "Word f:rom ,th:e 

~i:-op,het·. .F~r, our p,;irpo·se it is l-1:!Jpi;,rta,n.t t:;,- .n.ot:e that the- ,pso.p la gco·· 

attr_ibtt:~·e· lns-j;gbt;, an.d t-r-u:bh ·to the p:r.oph~t,, and d11 not q.9".lb-t , his authority. 

lioWevar., i•a sp'iti.:tl ·trar.is}?:etts E-~~.ki'el bet11~err B.a:W.1ori ~q Jel"'\4$~'.lem,, 

and hs quot.~.s the so~o.e of tb!is' vL-don., wn-o a.f4il hi;m ~:i; n.ecQssarf moiIJ'etit s, 

the~'Ql:,y sl~ntf'ying that. he is a credit$d. agent· -0£ t .HE! 'Lord: 

And ··a ~p:irit liil'ted me :up,. 

:.And, ,br.oug_ht ·m'!I in. ·t-he ~ i~ 1 rm 

by 'b,lie sfdISit of God into 

Ch.ald'e~ , to. th~ra . ot the capt.ivity ••• 

(Ez. 11.24) 



It is E,zekiel, poin~iply,, who de'velpp,.s tl:~e hig,he:at conce,p't of t:he 

pr-ophe:til'.): mS:s,sion,,, anij c,er'!';ai'r:lly. one 0£ the ntoGt re,S:p(fnai°Qle a.s far. 

:as t:he P,r.~phet. pers.ona11y is con,cer11ed} 

Son of' ·man l he,v~ a:PE-Oi'nte.d :you, a, 11Jat,c~man 

to tlie. ,Jtouse of lsr~,~ a·ncd, V.lhen y.ou -shall· 

he,ar a -word from my: !DQU,th, tneb ·lfOU. 'Shall 

warn them <;>!) JPY Q,e:hlil l1'. 

(Ez. ,3.17-.-be 1 ong,s, to Ez,._33--} 

Jlfhe deslgnstio,n implies t4~t t ~a, pro:thet is- C,OOt'g'~a not opl:y: with ~ 
], . 

J®•s!3age 'to the natl.on·,, ,l~ut: lli t:h• th~ d.'Ut:'( of w.a:&n'in.g iridivid~al.s ~11 And 

the So'l:}roe .of thi,~ ·n◊.ble ,cone.a-pt is Yanwah liim~eU', as is re~at,ed b r! 

·so you., :Son ,of' -man, L ti~w ~f>_p-ointed you ~s . E! 

h'.eer a wor.d from rrr:t· moutq, warn, t~ern ·t:ro:m r,ne. 

it-h'~- pr,0?heit, 'Will -suffer ,ssr iou-s- con se•quenee,:s... Wpere, i.-11 the o~~-r 

~gen,t-s of God, do we find -su.eh a self-ef'f.ace.ment,. whet~ among- tla~ i;,th~r 

_pr.Qphet-s can we £,i:nd such -an exalted sense .. of moral. ra,spr:m_sibil'ity1 

Discus~-ing th~ 'bash cit the. •dgctrine of 11 imdlvidual re$p.dns ~hHity·, '' 

Goa: tells Ezeltielc t,bat i.-£ a r·ig}ite,ous· 1®,.n g _OQ'S" astr~y ·al'!d stns, :E111d 

su~rer.s -the pe.nalty, ·of death ·because he ha.s· ·not b.oe'n warned, then! 
' 

·"..:.., ..... ,... ..,._ - I-'---,- ·- ; 

l Cqbke·, -G. A.-.:•; 11 I-.·e .:o.," p. 44-
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•• . I will require h·h blood at your ,hand~. 

WMt a bu:r:de.n did the prophe.t e.ssu.rne u,p.on . his shotild.Etit"s-, at the v.er,y · time 

when he relieved the people of the c·olleotive "t?urden of sins of the entire 

group, which thei believed, they must bear. He lif't.e.d them from the mor.~ss 

·of despair by telling them that each man naed hear his ovm sins alone , 

Bnd these too, could be E;:rased. At. tbe same- moment he e.ssu~d the tr.e-

, ire-ndous task of guarding all the people. Undoubtedly I-V3 tree.nt _for indi

viduals to help h im in his "9o;r:-k: 0£ ~ardi»g and warn ing.ftle c.hoice .ones of 

tbs community coul~ shoulder part of the responsibility by showing the 
1 

r i,ght ,,ay to otber.s. But. it. was left to the prophet alone to pay for 

ne.glect i n his duty, with hi s very iife . He was but en agent of the Lar.d . 

His was but to follow the eommands -of his God. 

Just es we have e.lreaay, discovered in the oese 0£ the 9thers , so too 

here, ln Ezekiel's conflict with the f alse prophets# he is f~oed to :remind 

them, by itnplicatior1, of' hi ·s own e-0nsecr,ation and, in son:e cases, to pro

duce the warrant or his authority: 

Thus s:aith •the Lprci God~ ' Woe to t~ vile· prophets 

who follO'l't after their OWlJ spirit~ not raving seen.• 

Ezekiel had seen God . But "seeing" was not the only facu l ty used in .the 

eonseo~e·tion ti.sic:>n• Still s,peal4:rr~ .. of' the fal:se prophets: 

Thus saith the Lord: 1 And I hnven ' t spoke_n 

[to the other propnetiJ 1· 

So, :too, Ez.ekie l li!:ad b~erd t he divi:ne oom~n,c)s·--re·any. 1'he. 0,thers ltl$y 
-----------·-
1 Blank, s., "Clan N0 tes 11 of Bib le 3 



believe they have heard the true -word . But onl-y, an Ezekiel knew . As 

in JeremiahJ so in Ezekiel , there 'Vlere those, who fo ell sincerity be.

U.eved in their own mes·sage, and in the,h• o:wn truth , They t .oo prophf;l•S:,. .. ed 

peace. iiut Eze kie 1 doe·~ not sh_ow them even an iota or mercy:, end so.a ... 

thingly den.ounces these faJ,ae ?rophet ,s . For t'bese 

• • ,,pr~phets have plaste,red O,heir ~1'0 t.'or them 

Y1ii:t:h sp,ittle ,. seeing falsehood and di"li'ining lies 

to them, sayin~ ~ Thus saith the Lord God, :v,hen 

the Lora has n,ot spoken. 

But unli-'lce ·the pe·riod of Jerern..ieh, thi,s tiJ!l8 there 'Vias not l ong to v1~it 
o;- ~ • . • 

before one quickly disoe:1me,d -who spoke the tru-th, and Vlho did not. 'I'he 

blo,v fell soon enough: c 

• •• the wall h no more, 

nor- they who pla-stered it . 

(Ez. 13 .15b) 

J1or th·ose who preached peace end secur1ty, nor those -who believed them:. 

In addition to the professional prophets, and those who 1'ere false 

_in spite of their sincerity, black magic flourlshed among the '910ID8D• 

.And you , 0 sell of m·an, set your face against 

the daughters of yQur people, who prophesy 

from their own hearts, and you prophesy against 

them 

saying , ( in Gc;>d I s name) 

Anq you h~ve profeped me among my people ••• 



:tp .slay :s,oUls ·vmo. moulg 110·~· :qie,, 

and t ·p .~.-ave ·zi'o.uls aliive viho shC!uld. tiot live ••• 

The tr:u.e ~bWc$1 of· ·a-11 ;Prop)\e'b s , is m.e~'!;1io_rie.d in a . p•a.s.$ag:e. wh._5;.ch i ,s, 

vJ;;r.y .~r,,ah in· 'ton~, and theol1:)'gy., It r'emin:4·&, us· v.ery mueh, of I ~ings, 

And when the ptopJ,:&t ~.s be.gu.Ued ana speaks· 

a. ,1or:d., I the Lo.ra,· ~!:\V8 h.egu~l';\.d that, pI'opn~t., 

end l vii 11 ist..reteh rrr; ·n.ang. up9n \:iim .an.d vd 11 

ae,13tr.oy him from ~he tni:d'S.t i,f .Jll2 peop:i-e tsr:ee1. , 

T.he p1,1ophe't oil ~ha Lo.rod 'h but, ·the -a.g19'nt of .. Ge.<;i,, &nd ·oan ao--:&nd wi. 11 :d:o-.

.tinly ,the wl sh of, '(lo.d·• If' ha li:v:a·s., he, i-s the mo:ut,hpieoe ,of iba L·or-<L ~nq 

the Lord is the One Go.a. Q.ncil oho$en~ ·there is n·o .qµest ,ipn as to t~. s.ourc& 

o:r his. mes.sage. 

'.rne .~frohoLio actlons of t .f.ie Jtrophet a.r~·, ~gain,. not of h,:i~ ~~ doil,l-g., 

b~t ,rather the peri'or'lrl~n.oe qt a higher .command·. To chapt:~r :, .2¾-2'Q, he,, 

shuts hims.elf up h his h®•s·e~ .,is· bound. ·with .b.cra.d;;,, ,turd -strm~ik. dµmb, Su_o.h: 

des·cript io:ni; p£ h~s s,itting Sile41t ana fQ,t,larn (:Ez:, 3 • .JA, 15) have cau•sed 

some (~s·pec;iie.H.y 10:o~~el'mian} .t .o, $8.Y that 6~oh ,a<i'tion's, pr-ov.e Ete kiel e. s,ick 

ma,n ,su.bjeet. ·t .-o ~at~'l~~t.J,e i':~ts. Xt 'i's lllo!'e• ltian:y: th.at ~·hese pe.,s.sa'¢es 

prpya lt~ WA$ a r.~.a l ,p·:r Q!,i>:het;,, fit!d not :a i'aJt"e d:ivi.ner 'VihP c,0,1.11d .thr·ovi• 

himsilf, j,:l)tq a , rre,nzY(, or 111·ec.e;i,ve:. 'in:~pir~t•iot1 W~ftn and hew :~e might. destre 

it., et t:he spll:tr~; of the moment... Roi'fever., ,Sin cp~pt~;r a .2·e- t ;h~ :pro·phet is 

cammended to remaJn ,silent. It .,i;a, 0not untf.! well ne.~r the e.n,i of' the .b'ook 

th~~- we find .e,n -0:f:ficial r--e,fertince 't~o th-is im,posed s'ilenee sn,d a pelease 



.from it. 'l'his silence is a problem in Ezeldel, especially as to how long 

,it las~·s • The prpbl.en.t is often •aol,ve•d 'by p.~t,ting 3.26 int·o chapter 24 after 

the ac·count of his wife 
1 
s death. The prophet I s period of silence is taken 

a.s lasting ·seven days; namely, frtitn. the p~rfod of' the death of his wife 

until the i'all of' Jerusalem. Uis wife I s death is the.n symbolic of the 

ensui.'ng· tragedy . His refusal and neglect to mourn over the death of a 

loved one is {> s:y:mbolic obj~<Jt lesson £or the people . Tb~y v,;.11 not 

witness the pr9phet ~ourning 'lihe loss of Jerusalem,_ for such has been 

his i:nirtroctiol'I f'reffl G.od. Tney are. to aet in a simile,r mariA&r. Just wb'.ete, 

Ez. 3.26 .fits int9 this aocount (Ez . 24.15.f'f') is in itself a ques-tion which 

we c&moi an:;wer . However; we should rio,ticethfl.t hiswir'e's death becotl')9s 

a symbol by order of the Lora. Hi~ digging throu.gti the w,all too (-.Bz . 6.12), 

in fact all of ~hese acts have for their basis: 

and the e.nswer: 

•• -for I ~oil ha-ve appointed you fot- a s~gn 

to the house of Israel, 

{Ez :• 12 •. 6b) 

sums up the prophetic attitude, that e.11 thcey sea, ell they do, all they 

lo.ve, all they live for., is but to rer.form their mission. }Thatever 

experience touched the1I1, within it they c ruld read the hand of God. Often 

they added to· their expei·ienee, ( or. it was added to.) and the prop bet would 

behold a vision. It cruld be a vision of a man dr-essed in linen , going 

about put.ting ink-qrka upon the f'oiehe,ads· 0£ evi 1 ones chosen to . be killed 

for their sin\s (Ez. 9 .1-7); or even the vision of an angel whose lower 

lin'ibs are fiTe and thf3 u pper pa:rt of. his b'Qd¥ like bright electrum (E·z. 8 .3tf) 

.-



--eo--

l 
l 'Who brinr.;s him to Je rus,e.lem to. entrust to him plans £or the 11re·atol"ed" 

cit y . The reb~tb, of tile nation is stated in o:rie of 'Ezekiel' a most po"lf

erful 'Vi,sio-rh;. Bu:t the ·,ever preseirt hand of God first reata upon him, end 

then he finds himsel.t i n a broad valley \Ez ,. 37 .2-10) filled iWith· t :he 

b l eached bones of men--a-nd is given various orders by the Lord. His source 

is, if anything1 t ·oo evident, he ne:lther movea nor talks except by God 1 s 

Ezekiel saw the end of pre-exilic prophesy, e.nd formed the trans-

5:tion· to exllic prophesy. Perhaps~ not the p·oet that an Isaiah was, nor 

the sensitive g_en.ius that JerEl!lie.h ,wa's, still in his life perhaps°' he eq\lalled 

both. For a hopeless people Ezekiel,. had frond a 'flay of eomf'ort. 

We ma1 summarize Bzekiel 's donception of his source and authorization 

1. Thought and observation bring an intuitive awakening 

t'O Ezekiel, which he i.nterpre.·ts as inspired by Yahweh. 
j 

2. This i:nsp~rati_on cause~• hi~ to $E;i,e an, outwa.r.d mani-

.f'este.tion or- Yahweh, surrounded by strang~ colors and creatures. {E.g . 1-3) 

3. Be hears a vo,ice which sEmds him upon his mi_ssio11 (Ez. 2. 3) 

4. He. 1s ~xtended a hand holding a · sc.voll. (.Ez. 2 •. 8b). 

6. Ezekiel eats tbs scroll vihich contains Yahweh I s, 

'Word.-s. ( I t ta ste-s s'\'1ee-t to h:im) 

6. He be'e@mes the mouthpiece of Ya,hweh, ~.peek in•.g only 

ltis words . (Ez . z-_. 7) 

7. Yahweh's voice speaks wj.thit1 E'ze kiel during his life. 

a .. And it is th-is "-vo.he 11 w.hioh guii.dea hitn in all thi-ng.s • 



' 'I 

To t •ht):S~ '.WhQ ,po:sse:sS a s:in,~ere- and. c6n:~1iming love £or t :~ pr-dp.het·~, 

a:nd Who. there·:flore., are. de~irous o_r ie~n . .fnl§: all they can of thei:r liv:e:s, 

there exists no: ~re.a,ter trage4,y t ,han, t .!w. lae:k of ma.te:risal c0ncernint thelr 
,, 

pe.rJ;on;s. Espeoj;al ly i.s .,this ti""Ue f \'>r. t 'he priiphe't we ate ~ho-ut· i .o c.o.n~iQ·er . 

lgn•ora:nt of· his very name, we &l'l'E1 tore~d t ,o· re.fer to, .him a.s ·neute:ro-t.saiah. 

But. eve;n thi:5 appe'!J.aiion. ie -in it.,self' ironiii ~ I-r anf\htng,, the term 

Il~.u,te.r.g-J~:reni~ab ·\'iould have. been .tar. nrore appro.P,d,a,te. For b e·ver,y: ~sne~ 

r:el~tionship• tQ-~ Md knovd.e'.dg.e of Jer.e,m>iah is, still Qne of tµe roy•s-terie'Se &o 

c!i'tef\ill;).'• •~uai:'ded', in t .he va'Ults ef :"1he, unloi,~ti Past. '¥e·'t:, ~he• eioqu~t1c.e, o.f 

his lips tfills us md6h that bur-st.·& ·t ·tie beun-ds .of 'ig.n,orance r.Hn,q:e:rn1µig 

The~e can ~e ~o doubt. -that Deute-rt1-I$~i~h imfllllf t ,he· Wl"i titlg:$ ,~tid.,' 
l 

11I1der.s-f.ood t~ ,hs,art of Jer.em,i1:tht• Nor is; it lnlike.ty. that he nims·el'£., , 

a.s: e pr-0.phi?~ ,of GodA e\lP.6r-,ie'n~~.a. a?]ii !sutfle,:~ea a fa-te. s-i@ll.ar to, Jer..e'miah' s. 

Th~n, l)l;l:r•h$p-s ., came a S:\ld.o.~11 bur s,:t 9£ 1 igt,i,t .J,r..($[) · his !iod:• "The,b, too', per

haps', , c·ame the ·re-eli;;a-t1on. e:t1.d hb fil~:s'•sacge· th~•t Isr&e·lJ lik-e t:lie ,prophe•t .; 

w_a·s the serv:al'rt, fii} 0-o.d; the 11:-Eved. Ye.bw~h·,'11 bJ.tt· in a ·co.U,eotive sens~ . 

11 i't:.h this intuit1o;11 the test i'o1:lowed logie:ally·. just' as t'hf.lt pr.ophet 

~!'.fer.ea fo:r the· sQ.kB Qf h~% peopfl~,, so ·1srQ&l su!fe;red fQz- ·at1 ·t~ 

n~t-ions-! ,Ji,.st ~s -t~ pr,;opbet :we.l :hounde.d and bea:t-e?') .o,nly b,a,~aiuJQ he 

spo~e. :t.htt t~uth of t.ne: One &oq, :to., too, ~as: lsr~et p·ers~e'.uted• through.out 

:tAxe, year,s;. ,Ju,st a.s ·Mia pt-opbe t, in· hia tl\i:$ery- foJ,mci ~on s.ol-A'Uon in kn6w-

0ing be "Wru perirormin.g; a d-ivine m:ission., S'O to~ w~.~ I~rael s,tmilar1y colllf'prteA• 

Jqst; as the pr.ophet must gi'V,e up a:11 'l?._e;rscqp·~1 de&,irea arid -stibjeot them to 

_"'!. ___ _,, _ _.._ 

l l am · .indehted to Dr. Sheldo.n lHan~ £0.r this ide.a. 



the will of·•G.od:; •so too lllUat ls)·~el sacrit,ice ~ ·r ea,·s~ .. for 1:et·s was tne 

ptop.~ert:ic }nheri-t~n,cf;i .. , ':hers was ,a U.f'e devbte)d Md, lived on·:r:y for God. 

~tne.mbe:rin_g -with love tlie l .if'e; ~l1d teschi:bg,s of Je .. re•miah_., , r,eoe:-lling 

his own p.erson.a-l eXperie,nee'll , Deutero-Is~lalt s.a-.J the c:rmsecration v•i'sion, 

not .of' t1.t,J :itrdivi!iiual hut off ~n entire, p,e,qpJe. Yet w.i'trrin tpe impersonal 

word II' of a n.at1 on ' s c t:rl.set:ra'tion ., bee,~.s. the• wa~m p.alp·itating. hE1&rt ~£ 

the 
II 

s,o.n :0£ Jer..eml~h • u. 'We hl.\v•e l'! 0· actual i:naugura 1 Ti.:tion for th J~ 

p,roph~t• We ne~·d nQrre~. Wov~.r! into •the na,til!in's, inaugur~t.ion ~l"e, re-ally 

.three cpns~cr~t.ion~. Jer~.miah'' ·s i's. re.peated ·m -ret.rospei:ltf bas~.d. upop a 

s.i:mtl.e.r ity of e.,g;,.wieno·e is JJeutero-ls~ia,r, 1 s, an4 tb·e obvlo,:,;s 'Qne is j;~_e 

consecre.tion eif Israel, lbhe peo,plEh ·Th,e, pt>oph!,,t is spe'E.!kirrt· a-.s the 11i'o,u,th.

pieee of his pe,ople, ~d 1?e,:f!erri11g to thel!l aiway:·s. But w'ithil] ½:;ls w;o~d,;s 

he; i:s e·lso .syimb61iz~Ng ·his t'if'.e ~ncl' th~t ot. Je~n1ia}l,- ·a"nd :e~e,,l\in·g ·t :he 

fi~w,~ ,of the ppophe-t into a pie.tur.e, rep:re•~entat i~e of the PErOEJ le-. The' 

life Qf :the' f,r~p}iet l;leogne s sylliboli<f ·o,£ t~e Pfi:'~l.on . lt~ iwatr -n.ot. :wrQnf1f, The 

p'i¢t-ute and the sylti.b:o l. a·ntt stili 1io.e realist icaliy tx:v;e·, 

One may flnd l:htttenwie•ser- '.s d·e:f'iriition 10£ pr;oph~ey .. e.mb.iig:uous.,, and one; 

tne.y· ta,k.8- sam e:xe.eption to bis' ~ie:wS' Qn .E.zelt-iel, l:!,i:-t th~lr e· i-s n.o d.enying 

t~e !.act that he· under·s·food arrd adt>r~.a t.he pr.ep\w:ts:~ ·$n'<i in h.is way: .is. 

pe:r'ha,ps a member' Qf theifr clan•, 'l'he.':re• 1:1a.n be :tlo• under.st..encling of tb:e 

.p,rophe.ts 'today 'Without heel'kening to the. words of .:Buttenvrieser.. !n olS"~· 

cussing Deu,t•ei:"'t!-lse.iah . ., he s.ay:,:.. ''It i~ inter.es-ting to note-. 'that the 

,gret,.t, p.r:op~t of· tli~ &xile, Deute.ro-lsai'-a,h, who 'liV'eg ami:d eTI'.t,3;re]y 

cU.fflerEint c,cmaiti.ona. ·and vino, ~·o~ord'i.ngl.y,. pr.e-e:che'd' not- ret1,ribut,i011 and 

doomJ, ~ .t · 1)ara.on and tedf;Jm,p'frio·n , he.14 ess·en'tial.ly the sa~• v'iew 0£ .ins>ei

:ra.ti~n «i 'his• :g,.rea:t. pr.edec~s,sor'.s:. The -very ~or.d's w..ii,,h· :which: he o.pen& h_ia-



prophecie•& ~Is. 40-56) 'Comfo:rt -ye, O'ol'Qf'ort ye, my people, sp&aks ever 

more distinctly your <¼d,' show that h.e had the same trium~hant !laith 

and spiritual vbd.on as they, since in the conwlmions of time, which 

for his co'l1temp·ot-:arie~,, were e~otly what they seemed, he beheld' the 

manifesteti-.on of' the di:vine Spirit-heard the voi<:e 0£· God. joma:r ( ">Jll'-1
) 

has not the force of a future ten-se, but i.s i.inperi'ect of progres=sive 

du'ra'Hon, its meaning being f:h ~t Goa i s speakint through contemporaneous 

events,, viz., through the ri_se a11d the gr·l)Wing victories of Gyr.us. But 

this verse 2a, 'Speak ye words of creer t6 Je.ru-salem and proclaim to her, ' 

shows that Deu+,ero-Iseiah regarded God •,s call as addressed, not to h'im

sel£, but to all m811 ---a.11, that is, that had ears to hear. This is 

1 . · I I ·· shown by the plurals, Comfort ye, comfort ye~ and Speak ye ••• and 

proolain:. • lo· the following 'Verses 3-8 the bas~~ thought is br ·ough't 

out th,et, back of the visible [R'r"ishable thing~ rJf this world, there is 

an invisible, eternal world, viz., God and His universal plan of sal

vat1on. To those.t therefore, -who hs.ve the spi'ritual i:l·apacity to discern 

the eternal truth..s clotned in the pa-ssing_ events~ to those i,s Goq 1
1J call, 

in the opening l ines addressed. ln this way Deutero-laaiah,. although he 

makes use of dii'l"erent l'igures, brings out fundamentally the same idea ~f 

revelation that Jeremis,h expresses in. the conclusion of his exposition 0i' 
l 

revelation." Ezekiel, t oo, in his c:1nce_pt of the ",ratchma-n" express.es 

e\ similar idea. 

The problem n()"(i collli'ronting us is, what i ,IJ ·the pror:'retJ conception 
4l,.-(,,L{-.. ) 

aa to the source and authori.zation of hill mission, th.et vihlch such cer-

tainty he ea-n oali 01).t ~ 

____ .,... ____ _ 
l ,Buttenwieser:, ~., "P·:ropheti of 'Israel, 11 P• "154 



Comf~r"t you:,, ,cc;tn:t0r•t you: my ·p,e..\:>p:le 

Repea-teai;y say.s the Dor<l .you:r;- Qoci:. 

B:'id cTez,,u.(al,ijm take b.e1:1rt * 

'.And :PI~·ocl-a'im to her . . ., 
.'J:•1,,.~ ·"' "'·he· t ·• · · f •!.!:I.,, " 1.1r,e•, o serv~.ea, is .a,ec·oll)plHned! 

The:it her .~ ·ilt ts paid oft.; 

Tha.t sne 'has. ·receJv,ed o:f' ~ll~ ~Gt<;l 1 $ balJd' 

Doub.le for ,e,.11 ;her· sin a;. 

Wt, •,ryeed not wsit tong frt,l' •'tb.ce f>1'"6p~t,. to .. e:,xprEi'.s,s his e;o,ncept.1on of ihe 

s'Q\tf,c.e' of, his mi;~sc:fon . Tr.µe ,. he . .:s-pe.:-~k,s of t.he nation~ and, not d'iileotly· 

of. hi:)il·s·e..lf'. BuJ is it so di££icu,1..t t ,c:i app·ly ,it to hiss 01m ~xee·l'~em::e'? 

J:s it n0t-. ·p,lautriole,, to· i'[il~fgine. t :h~t· h:~ i :a. .oofiverting, a p.ers,ona.l; e~ 

pe~~ence. into ~. group ~J!iP·eri~t:10~? ·:,hL :the• prefph.~t,s spi;ike. :w.tt-h oer-

Benold, my servarit ~ whom I uphold 

My· ele·et 1,n :wlJ.om 'my so'ut/ delights,~ 

I have gut, ·roy sp~tt .u_pon hiur 

H:e sh~l.l ma'\<e· tb.,-&' r f:g.ht to 'SO forth. to tiie, ~at ion!3. 

''l'l).e ~p:iri't of Yahweh,, Wh~c.h was ~uoh a 9l:9~e and intim~fe £eeliri(!i witb 

.:Je:re•l'lliah and Ezek iel.~ ls. just .iut, olose, to ·th.is prephe·t.. llut now _comes 

an. idea we· .~f:ir'$t met in Jere:mi~h;·; , 



TnU;s s-aith the t 0rd that; made you., 

Ana £,~i"rne d y.ou, f{!'0~ ,t~e w,eml:,, w,}1:o ·vl-i Ll. he l;'p 1ou : 

'F ear not~ 0 Jae-ol::) • J!!1L . se-rv~nt:~ •• ' 

.And even: flior.l, emphat-ica,11-y ·: 

21 R:e.memper· t h,ese thing,~, Q Jacob, 

Ar,d I¢.ra~-l £op ·;tou a~e- 3!l. s01-iv.aut; 

I have fbr·~ ~d .. y.ou~ yo1.1, ar'e D!Y qwn s,-er:va:'tlt.; • ••.• 

24 Th~:s s~~/"li th'e· Lord, y,ov.r Redeam~:i;-

Atia tie tJ1at fo.rm_e,d .yeu. 5,n _t~ womp·· •• , 

(Is • ,44 • .21, 2'4.fl) 

''H:~,., J:, i ke :to• the. ,a:b,p:ve i '~ qo:d-\ s statement t ·o .te~eriti_ah; 

11~tfore I fqrmfa '(f!!.u 1ti t-~~ heJ.,ly· :r .tme;v, :,ro'tl ••• 

( J$-l"o, l.4,5') 

Bo·t~ of thes·e ni~n conc-eived ,;,,f t ,lfem,-s@'lve:a ~.s :~v'i.n-g bee11. ~ ,rf, only 

fleeaU:s~ God willed it s·o. B·ot:h JeN3·mi'iin ati<! Deutel"''6-l4aiali £$lt tlu1t, 

·t.hE1· ::womb bo·th w~r.e eh'b.!J8)'1 by G'o,d,. Bot'h re~a~cled their 1: _ives as bein&. 

l.ived only t -e1 c.art7 oi,l,t ·cH.vi:n.e d,e.enees ·-and tti a•.ct; a,~- t..«h'w~h
1 s age-n.t .. 

T.h~i,rs wA<a riot a. s'tld.det1 ij.ppoi:n t ment., the.'i·r~ w.a;s. not a- sud:den cl1$.rge 

giv~n -dunng· eoJ1-s:ecrai\iton. 'thetr·s wa·s f>; l.i:f~ .. l .ong tast<:~ and the,ir 



' 

l 
crnnf?ee:r.at ton ·was bu'b. ~-n 'a .s·~1,1r,l'nee of 'wp.a-t they· ~l.r.~:ady knew. ''l:ne 1r 

-innug.ura1. v.J.s·-ion wap but e -strari_!§:theriing ot 'f'@it.h in. their olm m:5.nd,., 

and a r.eneviat _et' COU_· ra,"'o·e ta eon ... ·-.·~..:ue 'th "' ..1 ·· .. • b t ., 1 t· • . . . ·v ... ,, . e H" "ii lV 1.n.e.,, ll . s.o:u - .. ry in.g 

Mo-ors.. .Pe~U:li~r to, Deut..!iro-l.s&iaih• hnwe-ver·, ·is the sife:t.e·me.nt. that 

a p,r~:phet, :is i111 re.~lity the Ev.ed. 1~hwe,h, th~ s,~·.i:'.v.f!..·l'lt 'of Ytih:i'1eh. The 

pt1iers: ,e'Jie~:rly iJJlp.l_;t it, De'i..rtero-!'~~i'ah, ·p.t '~no:qrrciH it.. Her.sin is ex

p~es,sed. a seii's.e 6f int-i.l:11'a't'e r-e-1:at,.io:n~b.iP., and. a, :se.:rrse '.of ,e :las~ness: to 

the Lo-rch Here ,is a ooncEip.t of'' the prophet 1 -s. ,son-tee, or· ni.r~ mJ1tsion; 

nar.,e ly, the::11 '.!!. ~s; n_'~c n13,~f ~ a mas·te:r and a he;ov~d -~erv-~rit:• Here i's-

~ cor,roep,:t of' t 'be. pi,0!fhet.' s: auth1'·:rh-at;ion that is a.s oef;l.r and as tnt,im~te 

He· is. near tba,t justi:rio s · me·;-- · .,. 

Who· w'ill oo.ntan4 wit,h me'! ••• 

Behold -the Lo:rd God will- heip :me· ••• 

ls this not ,s,lm·il~r 'to.:· 

:1 am '.a ppe15en:t: G'.--od·, and -nQt -a 'f$.-r.: · of·f' ·Go,d! 
1 

(-Je~ • ~~ .~3 J-

E"te r ,p~'e,s~rrt wit'hi:n -lueute-ro-l.s·ai-a~.1 wa:13 t :~ f;~~ling th~t Je:remi.;ah 

po~~esse.d,;, n~un:el-y., tll~t Go<!! wa,s :\1,i;-th l}:'.tnJ' e~eryi rti:o.mep.'ft ·ot' l:its 1~·~;, tha,t 

,God ~o.rrstantly sa:w h5..m, th.at GM ne·v~r for' .a mqment: d~,s!:1:r·t .ed .. him., for 

Gd4 haa, taken -speci~1 palns to create fa-im, to Js_bie him li:ff) SQ t ,hat he) 

·the pr,o.pb.et,. could ,be Ye,h,wel:i I s-·s~rvar.it-. :And:• as His sef'varit he was. 

zee.lous t 9 t\l:~:rd ~nd 'Pr-o:t~Q-t 'him, in orae·r ·tr-mt he eo\.t-id fulfill His 

rn.is_si.:q;n. 

---~---~-- --
1 As ~tit:e,.rp·l:"eted. by BuM,$':ri-w;te.s~r ~ 1~., "Pr. opnj:i't;:s .of I.s-ra~.l , ." P·• 145; 

j 

·-
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This prophet.; like the ot·h;er~ i conceived of himself ,a a:• the mol4t·~·

pieoe of God , (and also of the nation as Gl)d I s collective moothpiece). 

He 1,as· t~ spealc ·with hi~ lips, only that which the Lord, •implanted the.rein: 

And I have put my words in your mouth~ 

An,d have, covered you in the shadow of my, hang ••• 

(Is. 51 . 16) 

And the prn_p~et himself adm.its: 

The Lord God has giveri me 

t he tongue of them that ere taught •• • .. . 

ao that t pere can be no question as to what his duty is • .A~ was true 

with the sth1:1r11, so here too, the mouth of' tne prophet has been touched 

by the Lord., for .God in consecratillg a propnet divinely i nspi,res his lips . 

But now the prophet (and the :Pe o;:le) ~epeats the basic elemerits o£ 

his inau~uration and produces hi:t warrant of author-ity from his Source: 

From the bowels of my mother ha ii He made ll!ention 

of my nri.m.e 1 

.Aod He has made ~ mouth like a s~rp .nord,, 

In 'the shad aw of' Hie hend b.:as He hid me ••• • 

.And He said to me: 1!ou ere my se,J>vant ••• 

We can only recall Jeremiah1 a 

Befor·e I formed you in the. be.lly, I knew y.ou, 

and before you came out of the womb l sarictil' ied 

youi I have appoi•nted ybt.1 as a prophet to the nations. 

(Jer. l . iJ;,5) 



j 

j 
I 

a:i;id, cont}n~e, t ,-o wqn:de'r- ·and to marvel at th· •b • 
· '. , . • e o ·v.i0u~ ye·t h'._is.torically 

amb i ,gv. ou's re lat-to:ri.s hip bQt.wee:n the•sa t-1'b ine.n. 

$·0. --the: p_r-·opb.~t set.a out \l.R011 'hi,s m.iss.fo'!'l, -kntmir,g tu 11. '"1-l what 

t:r-a:va .. n. ,~nd tribulation ~,fa-it hi'"'. bu,.t r..;,.,.d· 
8 

co-·-<',,.,,.t 1·,., 1 
, .. , .... , - . . . uu.-v.... .. 'lp.it int1e-r El.-ssi:l:r.:. 

.Cl£ the trav~il of h:is soul; he shall_ see 

Who ·psx,e. by ,his ,know:Le.ag_Fl of' v~e- Rightec!),µcS Qn~,. ~-
~ w i !!__j~S.1t i.fy_ ~~ant tO' t l'i:e many, 

h· . 
4nd wfll )re~;r the bu?'dep or their Sj:t=1s. (~tp·~ ! «fter 

·14) -c· -~ '). and the at-h11ach. (pa,ui~/·) aft~:r-· it) 

hinr.s~ 1£ true,. 

'Ro:wev:e-r,; t :o ,ju-st:ify 1:Iamself; 
' .. 

He gepe:ods upori H.is p:r-ophetic· ~e-:rva-nt's wbo• p.r<?o1aimed \he wonder and· :truth 

of th" t.ottq,,. :~·nd surely .su·cb he.a be.en the ca-a-~.. In ,the.se vetses, •.due to 

the ifl~pi,rat.~Ati· of· the pro;phet, (}oft H'fm-sel.f.; ~'ive.s the "prophat's" conoe;p

t,iop, tl.$" t .o ~,he s.0u.,rc$' an.d e;~thow:i~at-ion of hfs m:i:ss·i.on. '"The Ho,¾" Qne of 

Israel'' dares an~ o.ther gsod .t :o ~i:\,~l ii'iin: 

. , •.• Do not .f,e~r., x:i.p,1•: be ~t~~id;, 

An~ y.'<?'\-) e.:re -my 19it:ness.

Is t\ii~.t·e $- God be.s.ide me? 

' ·k· I kn. -ow·- no_t- a;mr.. YeB~ th.er.~ is no ro~ , .. ., 



j Go~ co.rl'tinu.e.s to prov-a Hi's v~l.i:dity -with:; 

1 hav-e -dec.l~ed. th'a i'ov.mer t>hin·@l 'S £-~om r,-f 0.ld; 

Y.ea,~, th~y l'ietrb f-or'th pµt of' :my m-Q.U't:b,, and I.- ainiounced them; 

Sudde,nl~ I ara tlielll a~ t,:pey ~-~me; to pas:~.• 

'{Is. 4.8c03] 

It· -i~ re~r-ktth!a, to tl'f>t('!l ,th'at, the p· r ·op: h. 8':t ,i P" ... n i · · 'G'od' 1 · a· _ , , _,, :o~ou.,.o,..n;g . . s · w.o.r s;; 

er.fe.,ee-1; h im·se li' ent~r.e 1_y. eng only savs., . •11',. •• tb;ey wept £'6.r;t; n out o£' •m:r t 

-mouth" - ·-God 
1 .s moµth. 'But n.qw ,G:~4 ,\l;!CO))l~S a b,it mo.re· ,spe·~-if''io :· 

Behold, th'.e f:Q'·:t°tne1r thing's -~r.e come to pass,, 

.:An_d new: t hi.pg s do I de:~ la:!l'e-; 

::B~f'ar$ t :hay' s_priTI.:g· f'otth ::t tecll you ,of'· thein .. 

(Is• 42 .• $ ') 

and ai,ng,l-ed out·; anly 'the. one to whom God has oomm'a'hded .: 

ca:n ap·eak, o.r ·e.ven h~$ l:!~th:ority to sp$4k. in the nama .e-f the Lor.d. Xo.w

eve:r , , Yahweh ~ -s trat been, :negli,g'e~r~-:ip. :p;r1:>:y idin.g on~ for th.is pur,p:ose, to 

~eleC't a p.:rophe'·t to ·be Hi:s mou:t.hpmo:e: 

I have not- -spoice.n ih secret, 

In a p,la:oe. ,o]' th,9 la-pd .of nQ.r}.qje's•s·, 

I' have 'tl ot •S'aj.,~: 1 Seek me in va.i:n i 

T6 the seed ·of Jacob. 

(l'" 4c: 1~ ,\ s. ' ·"'· ., li,:l 



But the way $.s dj.,f'~'icult- and the paop,le, e:re trying; and over and over 

·ev~n the ~g~nt, of the: Lord needs a . ·repet·i .tion or the assu'.ran.ce vil'iloh G1>d 

t~Ve hJm in. h.ii~. ·con 's-@.c~:ati.on -vist.on~ (.~,o ~9,tn; p:~o.p'le arid pr·op'h'-") ;· 

He· shall not g_rmr d·:i.m,. ,nor ·'be· eru,.L.d .(E~nd f I~> to 
~ ~ 

'.i'ill he .na-§ 'set right. tn tb,~, eer-tn; 

Atrd the isles. a.wait- h.i$ ten,cl'li.tl6;.~ 

114nd i.f .the reople doubt -Ye.\l!--, rei\ise - 'b°Q b:el;i•e'.11~ :/t:>Y.,. t:aurit yQ'll, p.ersecute 

y·oU;, te lt ;!;,hem : Jr 

Aud· I :hnv~· g'i-v·etl 1:cru- .a.s, a U:~•ive.F a~l c.ovenant, 

A ll~-h't to the ·-vro-fid. (~t Athna.cli :.after ·('3 ""'>-/'-1) 

'( Is·. 42·.$) 

"Arid ·u ~ver .y-ou feel c}swns-ast and despair" o'f' four lot e.,s . r.trr. ser'ia.nt,, . as 

·the pr>;>ph~:t q~ Y:~hweh.,- t<~ Ete~ne.l One.; thlri.k to ;_yaui-se.1l' , u 

p. ls t t t ·oo light "! tn.b:~g_. tha.t iou s'llou-1-a be mq serv.-ant;,, ?· 

.And. I w.i11 e:iso a:p.point yoµ a11 a .t.igp.t fer the rurHoJ)s.., 

'l'.1'\a:t, tff/1.' :sgltrJt•tion may ·l'[e to 'the ends of the. earth • 

. (Is. 49 .. $) 

Wh:at h th,e proph.'et •~ cll5-nc.eptioTl-- ~, t.p the s't:>urce and authorization of 

,,. 1:1,..,. __ .~ . ...... 0-._.'t 'Deute~o..:Isa;iah .a-n.~er. £.or th:~m a li, ( in 'God 
I 
a ,h.i-s m-is,sion, u""'" .. . 

You '.a.t·e my ,1ti'·h1esses-, says tp:.e, 1.ord-, 

And. ·my; ~en:v~t Tlhom. I ha:v~ Qhos~n, 



J 

That ·y;ou ~Y; 191◊'r! and be l.'Ieve: me an~ .und~"I"stan:d 

That t E\m Hl;l p . 

s~i:r'i:t i'.''e'sts upon :him. (Ts •. 4.~.1) 

2 •. Yahweh cr~ated, him • . (ls. 4.;hl,) 

3 •, Ile wa !5 eal le9 'by G:o.d • ( l:r. 431 .'1): 

4,,. He i$ "f~h-Vfe.h 1 ~ s~r:v~nt. ( I .s • 44! •·21) 

5. Y~hweh impl~nte~ hi-sf ord•~ 'in Detttero..:Is.~,iah.' s m¢u't;h:. 

(ls .• '51 ~l a) 

6. lfu baa. ··~i:ten seti;t, by :tahwa·h. 

·7. t~·'{lwe.11 ba.s sp,o~n 'li.o hi'.m di:reqtly.. ( Is. ~3,,i) 

( Thi? e.l;il"!:ve e-ppli~s t :o, thij pegp.'J.ie o,o;Uee.:fi..vely' a,s ~Ejr:va11·t B Q:f Y'1hw~-ti) 



1I~ ·.may at,te:mpt t .Q sum l;lp o.u.r ~-~clusLons ~s follow, ,; 

l.. Though flwe c$nn.0,t b& ,oeirt~in., we m~u $:Q~vitt.a:t ~tu'-~ly 

a-s.sume. that. ~he consecP4.t_ion, v·i,$ion 0£ trre· _prol,'{hElt S,; Q'.l!-i,ngi~g -:whh it t/ne 

c-~ear -apptehenston on th:e pi:oph:ets' par.'t or·'ta'l'rweh's l"l1l'I'•o1:le e~~f:irn'i't.lg 
l. 

h_i.m, 
11 ,.~~a t ·h~ euimi.nati.,on of a. period ·of oo,se:r.wation..,_ e-.:xpe·r .te'nee ,md tef-

'ltrotipn·. 'T.ne- sudq:an light, or intuit-i.0:1_1 and :4Jvln·e ~J)S'pi,rai;-i_li)n •,cerifb.S.n_ed 

tact i ·s a ~-:pi.ritual e~erfence wb.ich mu-st \re deso:rJbE;ld:, thougJi in.as.~quatel;y,. 
' .2 

o;y me.ans o,f mat.erio.--1 te,:f.ms ,e.n,d 'piot~r~::s; hence t ha a-nthrop.om:orp hiS-l'Jll .• '1• 

.3 •. It .is also p9ssible th·~t e:v.err "the aQ;(;i:R1.1nt pf 1~he, ,1:ro.n

secra-tlj.Qli vi.siion i-s -~on:pwh:at colore.d by: t.he- pr-Qp'f.1e.t's 8JepSrie}lce ,;,,f:t,·e1" the 

day he' d.eoitq,ed to ~-.ss~~ l:_lis- pi'vin.~ly ins'F!li.re,d ta,s);{. CstnoE1· h~ :trec.dr':d~d -it 

G.od oa'l):s.ed llimsa'lf' to, be s.e.~'I'! by the· prophet. .. , 

.5. God ,c.fir-ect1f ( o~f ttidi-rect.-ay·· a~ in ·tne c·a-ie of' .Ez:~kiel) 

aut·horized the proP,hEft 't Q se-r've as His ·agen:t,I\ 

6. He. was the only. man chose.ti by t;¼Qq .fo:r •lf:is ,mia,_si;Qr.i •. 

('.l!\J.e. f'l!:ise prop,b:~ts had :11ot b:een chosen) 

7., Go.a (-o~ in the ease. of Ezekiel, a:n· an~e.l) t :o.uc;he.d t'he 

1 o--rau, -G. B., '":r.~c.o., P• 101 
2· • . I'l1l-4. 



Goa . 

b •1 G-e<;i implanted: 'Wi,-tb:in tl:l,.e roe~th e.ti.d ~.pon the 

lips- or- the prQ_phet·s, His ·-wo.r-ds ! FrQm tli.e,n on .t .he 

:pr,ophet bee:a.me ·th·e· mqut.bpiede q'f: Goel, ap~ .. aldn•g oniy 

1!.i-s \Vo~ds,. (In Ezeki.e,1, tl:ie profh~\ e$t~. the: .JHir~ll 

cont a hrfrig, G.od 1 
, w·ord s) 

9 •· God i rt11'.t,ru;tt-~ the ·pr.ophet ~i th rEfgtl:r-d to ·hts messagti .• 

, 10. Go:d an;ti9ip~t·es t:}.:ie rej.!:3c~iort;· Q;l'. h:i:s '.rri!;)s,sage., J5u'ti 

~etissur'es· ii\!e p~'l:lphe-t of lti·s c·onst,e.n·t ~lp 6nd ~i_4• 

12·· '..Ch~ E(bov.,~ 1eQI}Q~p.tto11 a 1fi'· t ,o his s.utn0x-i:zE1.:tioh ,ii> o,on

ift;endi.J;y r .~•tter-at·e..d: by· i; h~ pr~ph~t w~en in c:tinflie:~. -wtt.h 1)he f'e,, lse ?.f o:ptwt~ ll' 

·B.S ~ li$&t:1s 0£ verif1,in.g, his ~utho:eizattqn • 

13. T~e v,o_jr~e qf God in :S:O~ aase& '.EIP.e~lcs, ,w,ith:it:t th.a 



Ohs:pter I -I 

Is He: Willirig , t;.o Aoe:e:pt ft'~s Mi.s~ion1 
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Chal)ter Il 

l s Re Willing to Acc~t His :Mi:ssioTI? 

A. Amos 

'rhe above qu~stio-ti ·never oc6ur:rad to Amos . To him, there is no 

alterna tb,e. b.u.t to aoc~pt . Al:t'eaay, in his vi:3ions , eolicernifig wh'ioh 

Morgenstern. says, "'l'.he~e four vis-i9ns were the indhpense.ble prepsra t'ion 

for Amos I propniet.ic cafee.:r. .• 1\1 l four must ha'l1e preceded his- setting 
1 

out for :Oetbel-. 11 
, he. has assumed his rol~ t;.nd r~spq_nsibility. As the 

prophet, of' Yah:v1eh, sent t~ the pe~].e, he ,ob"s,er•VE!,.B (tod' s ,pre,parati.on 

of their dootn, and pleJidS,.; 

• • • o my Lord l Yah'rleh 

Forgive; ho-v1 can Jaqob° endure , lEmend • I"' to -l >ia ) 

snd in his second vision he intercedes, 

• •• o my Lord, Yah.weh 

(Amos 7,2) 
2 

l:lesist ; how can Jacob endure (Etoond J 14 to ";\ Jf ) 
3 

(Amos 7.5) 

jonly the prophet had °'.'ch intimate access to Ydmeh, that be co~ld ~~nd ;( /~J- , 
and speak to him "£ace to face •11 Her e , e.t :tre very outset of h1.~ mir11.s - '4: ' i·~ 
try he had ~lree.!ly sh:ouldered hi.s respcmsibility.. (1),f.76 

· o"' Amos• -at-t:itude toward his miss·i~n ee.n Perhaps no clea·r~r e~re,ss:i.on J. 

be cited, than the following' 

The 1:i<m has roared, 

---~-----·-... ·• II 
1 Morgenstern , J . , ".Ar:!os Stud1.es, 

Vol. I. , P• 106 

2 I b id' . ,. p . 83 
3.'t'bid., p. 8~ 
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'J .r/~ 
T·he Lord ltas· IJ,P:oJoon C-omit i)h1_~ ) 

" .. , . .. 
Who will tJ0.t , pro'phe.syt 

0nce _selected · as a. p.1;:op:t,,1t ·b.,.y· Yah"'""h· .. _• '"" , t he que stiei'.1 Qf .in i:tiative,, 

-v,oli·'tton, or willi~g:nEt,1.'$c,! dis:ap~ear .from t.lw· s¢:,(fn:~... H.e. speaks as 

e ~·r-i:;ph.~t "01Hy 'b~e~us,e Y:amieh ha;s .spot~~ •to, him :fir-st. He ba ·s no: 

a 1 ter,,nat-ive v1h~te,ve..r but ~r-1 ·t:,.u-:t1 , t ·o :spe·&k ou-t ·as l'~:}'iwen' $, age.nt:. 

y. 

the: ~i'fe~.t ·· must a'L'vley.s l'lo.w frr.e,si.sM:bly ·out ,;:;f tb;e oe:~l?.e,. . Pr,oduc bg, 

,his ·w.~rrg:r,it a~,thtirft.y before .Ama,z;iah,.t 1w .stat~s qJ.eariy: 

l a·m n.o.'t a ;ptophet nor on~ insi:tiatep: :in· pJ:"-ophet,i:c 

te.chni~ue., but• I · :am a· slwp_he.rd anq, e: ,&r.eS:~~r r:>.f 

~o~.fnor&s . But 'f~n:weh ,to·ol{; ,me- frpm,, foll•ovri-ng. 

the s.\1.e·~·P an~ he s~i~ UT)to me:· Go., pire-ph~sy 

' 1 
(Amos 7 .14.,.15) 

'
11!m.os: 'i$ re.pi.5ring: here to •Eit! ~r'f.{Eint comm:~p'd t)'ie.t, 118 dEtsj,~.t, f't~ pr.:o

J?hE1stiti5 fi.l'rther b.y t -~ $:tatement· that· it i .& .imponiqle £Clr n-itn n:ot to 

l!irn1 ,~mil i-t is• imp,o&~i'bllil for li>ne to -whom -lehwe:h nas .$.poke-n i:n thi.a. 

ma:nnar to r.·t:fa_i .st 'Ye;hy;reh.1 s wor4• Ya.hvie.h 'i.s the ir.re.s.istible cause,, e.nd 

his p1t~phesy-ing is the· ine'V-'i ;table. ~J.lfe-et, f l _owi,ng the"r.e:from. 'l'l:lat ~lone 

e~11 be th~ t,.r-ue· .ana Tu U im~ort of \:t i s, 
1
'Y-ahweh hfl:s spoke.n1 w):J..o, wJll not 

pro.!31l\esy,~ ;;-!.8 • 1. ,.,ho o.an ref't~l<Xh e.:Ven· ~nd~r the mosct extreme conilitions 

and U) the face of the most ith¥>.era:t.ive pr¢hibit,-ion, ffom p.t~oph~'5yil'lg-"'
2
' 

II 

1 Mor_~en·ste:1m.1 ,I:.,, 11Am0.s S,t'U'.dii~s., 
2; Ib i<l ,. ,. p .• 3-5 



Even in the f'a;ce ~f tJ,.e, cnmmand. i,f such a vwy tlig;h ear·th1y- of£i-0ia.l 

like .4tn~z:ia~, th~, Eig,h Ptie-st, he itru'st do YsJmet) l'S },.'i tld~ng·., be mu.st deliv~r 

nis: rrt~ssage t .o its ve•ry., em•H h.e fu'u,st' P.~oph.~.s.v ~ .d proph-e:sy. stil,1 .f .m-the.r 

unt .. il his, tfi:.iSs$ion ls co~.l~t-ely fulfill¢.. !{~ •i.:$· buit ths mortal a:&ent o-J: 

God vih.o br.oo'l~s ·no inter,ferenc~ in Ri.s \'1 tll ., An.cl ..+\mo:s ts 'but .f'u'l:i'l,lU.ng: 

Ei~ wJ.11. 'Amos s~•pke• wi:tn: the in~h,pu\~b M), .a°U'.:ll'\lor'ity. or a pe.n.senil. cati 

!l.::iteotly -~~·o.f\l Ia-1:i;'.we,h . Jfe p.o,:sseitsedi a ool1111fiss'ii:,n e,mene.t.'ing, d-irectlu, f:rom· 

Rim. T}'l.e ve-ts'y wo.r:dis ~he spoke, "•~r~· ho-t hts; but t .hose of' God . H-i.s very 

n.:t.e had been, ~on~eerr;1te_d to \;\!ha t .~.$.~. It. wa,,,s Goa who Md lleau.se:d .riB:, ·t o 

for ~.i•s .mi~si'.:>n, . 1;-ba:: q-u~stiou of. his pe,~son.e•l lt'ke.s :and: d-i,s::r~~-s faded 

JntQ ~oi;hi.ng?le·s.s, li1,s "\'tlll w.as but n tool f0:r the· Lol"d.. It ne,iar ono~ 

dc.ourt:ed to· ·hi:iii 'to que.-st.ii>.n his willitigna..~,s- to ~ccept M;s ro'l:e., lie oeu..ld 

not .. question. Man oa.nnot res'i,s't. the "Viil.l of God. His wilt had' riow· 

be~cQine ·God• s vJ:il.l~ and tiurt. w~s ~lwa~s s·amet'hihg to be e.cc!3pt'e~ without 

qy.e .. st i cm • 

We o oI) c.lttd~': 

-with ·Qod oti their l;iehal:f '('.Amt:5's 7.2.,..5),, but 

2 •. He: do~ts rrot cori-ce•i:ve of hs;:ving ·any al·t:e.r:nati-v~· Pllt, 

the't of f.'alf11'1in.g l'il~ lfiiss.i-ori (.AmQs 3.~) • 

a. ''rahw'eh is t,.l'le' ir..tesisti:ble cau:se,~ and ,hi.:s (~mets, 
l 



B. Hosea 

The~e i .s li.tit le in H~·se.:a th.at indieate.a 'y/.netl;ie/r qr. not, the; 'p-r.ophet 

was -w.t:l lffeng to. accept- ~iit· ml.ss:i0cn. 'rbe <>,n·-iy 1os'it='i11e ev.iden(le we· h~v·~ ts 

t\t~t be h~:S· l,ef;'t l;t.13 the p~o.plieoie-s ~ ,d'i6' p.rea,ch. 'But ·even th•I.·~ is not 

~oo'd •·eviden.c~, f'or, Jere'-~h o!:J"jeoted to his. r .ole•., ye'f, the force of GO<} was, 

as. :in .. Mno;s, i.r.r.esist·ible, an~lihetJh.e:r he •willed i;i ctr not, Q'Dnipe'lled. him 

t ,o pr ~ ·he s.;t •· To. t. ilO§,e ,;ht> a:c~~p.~' e.h.ap:t,evs !@rie. iind. th:re~ of '.Hose't.},'. ·a$ h,1~ 

~naugu'l'-a.t i-Ql'l to his pro~,he,t•~p: r ,ole, thet'e. is. ev'i<ience that ~e. 01:i.ed.ie•ntly.,. 

at leas·t, if not w.ilJ..in,©ly., ~.Qee1rtled his mi,sision... In :response t,o :GQd: 1 s-

s·o. 1 bought her. •·• 

?:be;yed :wi;t\:J:6u..t ob jti.ct:i,on. 

w. R ... Smit:11 is· p.er·naps a litt'l-ef ¢loser to thE3· t-riJ.;th-: " 'It would 

seem •• ,.t;hact 1.iQsea w~s consci.oti~ of' his: }frb.phet•ic· .c:<alling :for s,oma y.ear·&; 

'be'i10re he· ap:p~~red e_s a, pub'l~c pre.ache.r; aftd t-'n.i-s fao.t we. clan 11nqer.--

s.t and i ·n ij nat~r~ so p,~et,lce:.ny ·s~n,s.iii'ive, an,:3:' in oonn·actlon with ,the 

pers0ria.l circumstances ~h'6Jt fir .st· .made him a, ·pt-of ha:t • But it -wa:s impossible: 

:for h·--m •to •:i-e elt-.o,ire.th.iir· sHi3nt .• ~ -f·ett i,hat:· he a:nd.. nis family were _,, . .. 'U . . I:! . . l 

- '1 ,•II Uvh,g le,ss.ons :Of Je..hova.n t ·s J.si;ae _-!: ••• 

--:----·--·--
1 S:mitn., w. R., 11P·roph:ets ot J$r.~e'l,:'' P• 18,3 



'Ebe ·verses ~:ut>:t.iad below. ar·e by no: rne,a:n:rt. to be take.n 

e:s proof of 'hts at,tit;µ,ile o.r even of pertait:iin& tn i:he.. ~-u:bjeet in ?-

thErt sel)se ~ ~th..eif t.~y are 'Vagu..e hints,. ,cbnt~in'in15., pe~hap•s,, incli

n~t1i6XJS '.OtJ.e ~ar O.X' the .o•ther:.. Rowev~l" •, their imp'l''ioati~p·s tti!."<,y sl').~d 

the. :Csin1te:s:i ray o,: liglit u,pon t~¢· ·Jub.jec.t :· 

H.t>sea ing,.Lgnap:tly .or,ie,$ out: 

Hear the ~o.r:d. cif the. Lor.d, ;rou c:liild:req, .of l.s,:r·aelJ 

::For th~ L-9.rd ha,.$ Et dispute With the ':i.n~~~·lt;a.nt<S of the land, 

only t .hroti•~_h his p,i1 or-~ ,t. Th~ ,pi:-01itiet, h~s ~s~u.Jll:):d ~is · j~b 8.'.S' t.he 

sp,okestlirul, of t ,,11§ X.ord. Th!il 'in'.digpation fond 'Wl'.'a.th e·~'re:s~.d by t,he pl".op~t 

aaem to .i:mp J.iy· that he ser i:ously objeet~d to· t ,ti:i ~ si t.ua:t.ion and 11~,s only 

too gla,~ t..o. begi.·n 'hi.s · j·o,b of d'e.nun.eil:l't.ion. He re£1ect·s u1~oi1 the ~-itv.a.tion.,. 

e,:ird sp~·~kiri~ f!·th' Go.d,· r~q.a11J .:: 

The mote t-hey: :we:~·e lJ:ic_.r,~.,t\ sed, \J).6 more they 

Th.e.~r. sti.f.:f-ne:ekeg,:J,ss .1u1q, peFsisterit si'nnlnf,; brings t .o h:i,s mind the 

di:rfie:lillty: of the si,t;u~ti:on. We .¢an a,e,tect. a wa:veri.nm,. note, in nis 

d~:ter.minat.ion; perhap,s·, vzh(1tJ l,.e! s~y-s: 

.Fo.r :Ls'.rae1 is. s't~:J:!be>.rn, ltke. ~ ,stubbo.rn h~µ'er. ~-_. •• 

'(iio.s. 4.16a) 



Then t ,ler..e, '.a.e.ems to be. :reivl d.e•sf-iah~ t · . , t ·h· 
, • · .. ir · or .~ pe.0ple as· .well &.J htiil'se\lf in, 

·(Qod sp.eaking tli.rou~h Hi~ pnophe·,t) :, 

Thoug,n, I ha.ve t ·ra'ined artd rstr,~t1~t,her1:E.:ld tbe ir 'ar'm;s,) 

Yet d'o th0
.'" '· d;·e··v~1· se· .. · . '-".i . ev::i.1; a gai:n st me • •.• 

"m.1.e-i1. the_y :t'$d:; t.her fil.led ' t, b:enrse b,:e S, 

:And the~fr fie.a.rt was- ttftect ur.1: - .r::, 

.l 
{~os·. 1.j,. sJ 

This., tnen i's the pr'$p~1pt ' ·s. t ,as.k,; ·lilll'm~lYi t o re-<t~ll. Go&,,. t.he sQ~rc,~ of 

a 11 io :)d,, t'o s tI?~Y ing ,oij;ild_!'~.'n • 1'.J, is' t,t.ot a:ti· eesy .. p•e ople, to dea:J. 'W'ith .. , 

nor 'i,5 it a simple. t ·ask: t!osE'Ul has: aBsume·d:, nen.oe the state.ment, at the 

An.d ! will rrot hav·e· ciompasdon urii,on her ch'i'1,dten; 

For the;y: are o•\-!.ildl''-eh ~£ 'barlot~y. 

{Hbs. 2.S) 

:So µa seemi;J to 'be wi 1 ilng ·~o a~sume h:is rni:ss'i on, a:nd .imteh of'. it wi 11 

be a de.m.lnc.ia1i.it)l1 of. ~~e pe.pv.l~c~, a s'oa.t·h>in~ cle.nuricletion,:, unti.l tne'y 

.. the· SVii£t. tr~nsition, t'he· fl,t~llgm~11tacy-~. unb:~lenced uttsrancej the 

ht;,lf' '9,ev.e,10,,,.,,~d ftllusit:ms, that mJ~ l:l.:i$ pr:opbecy so· dif·f:i:e:ttlt to the 
' r a 

~romme:ntat.or, e~;ress the eg.ori,,y of this: i_nw~rd conf'-1d.ot .-
11 Mpre than 

t i- ·t· t sa'lf E.~s~a ,iu1 :re~~lns· t:9 ~o:t;n i~ts. ·we. are mit .in •e; ·p:'Qi!l',l .101J ··?' · ., • 

---·-------



j 
l 
I 

,i.µde,trti: ,en1!1 sohot.t?:~ ~n :e,ri_igma ..... but ~' be;a\t-H:ful one·. 

litrsea: gi,ie•B' 'Utt,l~ pos'i:ttve itJ!'l:iio:J:tion as to: ;whe,ther. o~ n!'-t h~· is 

wtllin:g, to· a.s'sttme ,hi,.s m.issfon. we o:oiy assume: 

i. Tmrt. since he clid P.)'eae'h-, he a't leas-t -w~s o:b.edient 

t,"q 'his q:ivi'q~' cal,t. 

2 •. 'TbEit he,. like .~o-s, ·d;1se~
0
v,e:re'd that· 1Hi.e wovd 0£ 



}4'ter flt>Ur1a'er•ing, h9p~·le.ss1y •'in H'O<sea,. it is with .a 4i'St,inct f'e:eling 

of relie'i' and' ;elee,sure that we c.@me 't I · ·h, • . . ' i . ., · · . ' · . O SE!,'1.8 • Here v,/e nee.a itp:t, , se.ek nor 

imp \y • .Very Qlearlyi ve_ry p:o:s'itlve'\y,f and very, b'e~'IJ,t'i:f'14J.1y ,:we d isoo'"Tl1r 

in the oons·ec:rf.',tion. vilsi9.n: 

.Ant;i I h:eaF'd the. volea _of the Lord, 1:r~ying 

1i}16fu ·shall I -send;, 

Arid who will go fot us? 

'. Here am_. 'I_, a· 1 se.n . ·me,. 

i· 
Isaiah heard Go·a,, Hifuse1f, o.·onsrilting· th~ mem);i~r,s ti,£ hi·a,, e_•·,ou_:l't (l Kinii!,s,. 

~ • ' '- l,'j ~ 

8 imp·ly, s oni.e -

wha't, ·e<a,ger-ly, ,'d.:tihout l.:e ~i;t,at;~ol,i ( Jer .- 1 .6) Isfi, j;~h. {lff~~-s ~il'l)se 1./·. :i1The 

P,l'!O:ag~ ia· import.artt tor- th~· 1.ig_ht it thr.,o.v1,s; ,et the 'ifetu~ of the pt':itli.~t-io, 

physic.al .ootnwuls.ion, but l'J.y 1,1 pe,rfectly frae,' ·pb,·,oiQe, ot et lE!~_3t a.ll tha:t 
. i 

o.ompel§ him ts ·•his sympetllf with t 'h$ p~r.~oiie8 0£ 1-ah~~h;; c-p. ~~ 3
7
,'1· 

Hqw:ev.-er ~ t:he. prophet I s ,tfilli:n,g:tle-~a,. -Ei,t!'d, ., in f.aet, e,agi;lrn~ss., t0 

a-~e:pt hi~ dbr.:i:ne mis.s:ion should ~ no !i'laan.s .oe, in:te1.tpr~t~I:\ es mean·ing t-1:urt, 

h,e lv.~f s, n,a i. ve or ig,:i. P·i:'?,;n1; ot. th.e ·!ii;t'ficu:l tie. s ·t.na-t. trere t '.Q :c.oni'r-ori t }:iim. 

1:t? any\h'in:g, he J(a.s ti;H> 'W!?-:l l in~Qr•m~.d 0£ his · diff''icult•tas a,;nd. of .hi-s 

do···· · · (I 6 c. 1 •2) un..r-_-.t 4,., ama:z:i.n .. ir_ i:s ti'i:s laoR: o,f nes'itation u.r me,s sa-ge • s. . .... _, - "" . ,.,.. ... "' 1c.1 

· desipi.te 'ht·s knowled~e 0£ i1b:at' ~vt~l'i,t:ed him,, for ".from his consecre.tion 

vtsfon , on~p• VI,. it is' cUr~r tgat ,at the very outs~"~ .of b;j,,s m_i ·ni.s,trry. 

,--·--------
1 G~a::;,r, G. B., . "L.C.-C., P• 109 
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l -sata:'_b; ¢he-r ,ishe•d :rto . :illuflions what ,.. ,. · 
· · · ·· · · · Ehcer awout ·the 'sj,tuati10:r, . Re 

fu111, Nia1i.ze,d the insupe.rabie dist · • · ,, · ance J.rf :z,:e l j:g:i-ou s v i;ews which 

i:tepar-ated h·h count-r;u:lll!'Jn "'tom· ·h .. 1.m '"'·nd ""n ••',' ·h .. d ' Lh .. , ,.,. · .., · ... , « ,, .· tc: ma .. e ·11 .eir case Go 

fH)lfele,_s,s . Ee k_n1;1w· tha•t theu ld. ), " c ou · 'l:1-.ot. CC>m,p,r·el:iepd h:ts .v,ord·,s, h.e· 1<n:e11 

t .hait tney '1'1~t'~ d-oomed.'11 

_C-rey ·prec~ert~s ~r-i i.nt-r·i:~ing· comment in conr:iec,tion with 

chap·ter .8) :ve:rse 11. ·Th!.s ver.s1;1 cr~t-~s from the e:r£rly, pf3-r·t. of L-S'~-1~h 1;8 

mintstwy, from the pf!r'io.d 15£ ~he Syro-Ephrid,mttfo; . .All1a,n.oe, of' 734 B~C ,E_. 

'.fb.e ~!'!:le· rea d's: 

F()t- thu$ the. Lora ~poke .~aiiQ to IDfl yi,th ,a ;strol},g 

n.e:-nd (E.mend J J ) \\, > 1 to . > J ">~·q ) .~, . .. ,: , .. ' . " -
M:d ,caus.e.d me to . tu.r.n aside from gPi'l:lg' i;n .tb.e p~th 

o'f this pe·aple • • • 

( I:s . ,g .lJ:) 

'(:h·ey explain.s t'.hat- Is-aiah, like Jaremiiah, (1;5.'11.-21} me:y bav~ ti°~•d , a-n 

t;rri:a.r9 CO?'!fi:lct, :a'!Jd 'tlJ;at tne a
0
bove, ·v;~rse shci-w~ 'i;.oo,~ ® · ?"ef_re·.ineci from 

fo1 lo,-vd;ng ths e ,a~ier path 9~ ~eJi~ie,s~e:1;_1ce t1ith ,t .~ · ~ceept:e-~ thoug'h-t~ 
·Z 

of the p.:r:o irPet. -'!f anyt·rtt.ng i:t adds to. h.~1$ ~!1'f$.nrre·,s.s,, a·nd e,n,h~,nqei; ®r 

'AdmR-et:-iQ'P' £or t,iim,. His peF.fe·ct i:ftie,di~ri«~· t~_1Cl:f8' l:i,im. •ou-t of ~ft.~ ~ate;~o~ 

·o!'· mor-taI t .eJ:ri'g$-·• ln .a ·m_is_sion su0h <as, nil,) w·tth it-s dil'f'--iculti~S: ~nd its 

:pr.~nowrcem~nt or a.0.·pm,, we -ea11 1:1xe~:s~ bot OnEi• dev±'ation 'in l'iis line of' d:utt, 

hut cfail1 s .ide-rin.~ that. ~,esica,lly ,he 'is still flesh, e.nd blt>o·a-; we• <H>Jl'l.d ex

cµ--s.e many. J:f' the above ls. true, '\'ie ~::re sadly l~c~:i.,n-g th-a q_pnres .. §ions 

, 



,ot an ~ft1st., po~t,, .~:s well t\s n ,r,-0 p1,,_.,e.-.·_,t _. ~ . h - · 
,:, •~ ;uc · wr"i:ff;ng s wpu_ld be. p:r-i-e:e).e.s:s, 

s'inoe· thef' WO\,lld ~EIV~~l the- int im_.~:t ~_-... c~o_·_·.1 .Ol." o· "'e " 
"'-'"" .. a~o'l,l .. v1a0w "we. '\tijO'VI veey 

lit:t_le as a P,,ersoh • '.l!\its ·muo·h i:. -- • t · 
• · ' · • ; ' 110~v~r, 'lm:M3 · 'in s:'l'l du~ respect be -Said 

for the f>r6-plie·t,.. -Ou:b;,sldEt o-£· th-lts. v.ehse :w~:t~ it .. s n.tr~l in•t~rp;t-etation., , 

ri.ev·~r eg·ail'.I in the entire· book o:f/' '. l .saie,h d<o ·~ fi-:na e\l'eti -a ~.agtie nintr ·:tn~t 

he so much ~'~ shirlced; hls ,J_ut~,_.· .. ..,..,,, ~ · ,. 'd 
I;! .,, -.., • ""'' ..,_or -Et ·-se-.ol'l •. 

(!: 

ove,r -z~·s in h1.s p.e'I"f..or'inaJ:lce•. , 

i'<e tna-rve l ~t h-is 0~~1:l'lenc e t'-0- !'!is d4,ty vihe.n -vie ii~,ad; 

And the L9r~ $a itl: 1 As my aervant 

lsai~h has , w·EIU,eq n~_#B:d ·iifld 'bare:foot.ed 

~_g.c{i.nst { toward) Egyp't a:pd Bt'hl~pfa •• •• 

(Is. 2<h3)· 

UndoUibtedl¥. he bor.e · the abuse ~n4 inooke11]'' 61' the pop-ulac-1;! for his y~

oolivent'ior,al behay.i OX', ye·t· tile.re i S ,h O i"$-.<i.or.d of G'Olll,P la'int or di,s

s-e.t i a.f~o-t ion Ol'\ +;he EtP"i of 'the, .propb.~t. '.f.!his i -~, a sj'-:mboii:c opject 

le,sson ·tris:pi :r'e·d by ~Qd-, i'he-~ is po ol;>j~o~ion in. :sl;lch oircum.st~nee~s,. 

In ~i.$· ctintteci•at:i:~n vls-ioti: I~aiah \i'Ul,irtg.).y .a<rcep:t~d his mi:s;si_on. 

lfe v,6lunteere:d ·to pse.,r.f.\'or-m -God I s ta.5k., ~nd h0~s ~nti're JJ.,fe, i -s a. p.roof 

of :h'i-s fat:fihf\11 a.ccep.tanc.e ~nd !iis. ur1fli.tich'Ln:g l.oyt l.·ty. 

1 . Isaiah wi.'.lii'rJ~lyi ~rid .a.:~gePl~ actep-ted ~is ,l)'li·s-s.~P,,n {ts. 6.8) 

g .' 'lh~ri.? is li'ftle ~ndic,~ti.oIJ th-a:t hi:s Lov-e fOl:' rri.s p·eopl~

c:aused bim to, l+,e ,si t,s,t~ rn ,a-ccap.t '1ng his m~s·sage gf' do'om .. 

3 . i£13 offers po indication tijait, 'he 1:nt-e1r:v~·®d on beh~1t· 



bt all •the,. li,t;~:r-ai'y, 'pr,op.h~t.s, Mtually, 1t is only, Je,re:r.iial,l :w\\om 

·v,~. kn o-vi b o,t 'h a~ a man "'n .:3• • .... · .... . 1:;1 ·as a prp:pi:het ,. Ii'.i-om the e.onfie.ssl,on,s ·o.f h-is 

l~. C-13 :r>Ett_ed ~Qul \'te ll'ai"" • ; 1...t ~ · •' ' en l:l'l,s11;g.,~ · 'i'tltQ the ove•rvinelminf; tra,ge·dy of/• ij 

m1:m 'i?e·ing· ~·r-i::v'iln ,to . .fu irrill ... ·d·e.,t~:~y "'·t>·"" ,..;1.c ·c·"' ·• · . ·•. .,,,_ 
"' . v • .,..., , . ..., . , .. ~, 1 .u ., iron3'c;,a-~ .. LY eneugh, 

.a~ ha,s. ·f!:ei:the~· ,des 'ir.e no-r. lov:~.. l;f a:~th'.i.u,~ he .despis,es h. Here· is 

'th~ &t:Qt'y of ~ 'lwman being v,ho ma.d(;l me pr~terrse or be.in@ an:ythtng- mor~· 

than £1:e-sh .e.n.d :blood• Ha,.re w~.a ~. ttra.p w,.n;;i Via.s not made or the "s.tuff 

... , . t· . 'ti 
of mar yr~, and owenl~ co11 . .f~,s.se-d that he ·~d no: desire tn be. one. J..{e 

.desired p,!:lac,e:, ~"U.t ilP\'\tld. c·qi'lfl:ht·. I:IA ae,.sired. only ,solii;~.de., ~nd 1Jas 

,ce-\i,ght ip, tha whir1,F.p;o'l, of! poJit.:ical uphea:v.als.· !1:1 return for hh1 

1~·bQ.'r s., \:le w¢s r'~,mu~.er.lr!;ed wi'tb.. 'Pe'r 'sec~.1ti.on, hot:h p.h:l[S:lc.al~-y and· ~en 

ta lly'. He, .o·f f.lll. me,n, ls ·ti.' 1.ivi,I'rg p.r·ao.f tiha.t 11'the,r-e: ls a fate th1il'I; 

ht;d dr1r~\ed '.him .for \ii:s di;vi:ne. ,mi:ssion, ,a.nd ·to hi~ ··Go9 he :e·ol;J:re,d' ou.t 

t ,he. pent-tJp b'i'ttern.a"s~ •o'f his het~M:. lf1:at wti,i,c,h ·he n:evei, des ired h~ 

\Va"~ fprc&d tp, .d_o; th.at :which he d:r~ci.a·d 'mt:1s:6 beca\ne ~i~ lot. The l\ora. 

h~ti stfok~n ~ a>tld t:hl!l. :Lo.~i:l. ~d :f.prQ.e.cl hiJll' t.o fµlfil 1 his, T11.iss.ion • Hi$ 

wa;. ti.he ·p:t'a.a.t '.e.-st t,i"~\g'.e~y e.. ·marr oen ko9w;, ns.me,ty., to be dast i..Ped by th_e 

Lo:rij: £or .a g.oal rJl'l'.i.cb1 h.e d:rea'<Hs, to ,be 1c;,rc.ea into. -sut''f.a·r-1:ng., p~rse,cuti'o.n., 

pe,.ih, ana f'inall:y-,- imm·ortality-. ~ · ov~ Linoolrr is often .co'.mf'Wed to 

1:!o.se-s, but ther-e ·l :,s a fa:i- closer· re-1$.:ti,Q.r,ish~p rfnd d'li)rn~rlsc;,11 to Je:rem'ia'P: ~ 

Their '.\.,ive.s ate ,. if aJ,y'!;·h ing i fll'i.ght~n ipg ly s'.iinUa:r. B'ottli. ··:were ~raCte.l:} 

br ~ pgwer g,reater t~n e.tiy .. othe.r i .11 the· un'ivers:e> bo,th were dest·ined 

· 8~ n"" .i._ '---.· li .. ve·s of b&lh a.re b.ii,t a ch,r,onic.le .of tEIQf,t, for. a f5:ba1 ,the,y feared,. u ~,w 



•· • • it 'P lea$ei:l the :Lql"d -:t-o , cru Ith him bt d/·· se,a ~e., 
(:Ernend -. I» ►.\ ·to ' n ~ · ) 

. • r• i' 
• 

T9 ,:S!i!,e ,i_f his soul ;wp\Hd:- offl>r-· it,,se-l }f'' a .s ~~ offering,_. ~. 

• ~ .t,h.~,t the 'pu~pq:se '01-f t~:e.. 4or.d ml.~t,, pro.s.,;,er 'by: 

by, Jii-s han.d • 

(:Ls. 5:3 .• 10) 

T:ru~, o:ur i'ti®!citUate prooleru 1s tc; d.i;s_c·e:rn \'1-h~tne.1"' :or no.t .. Jeret'il,iian i~ 

viillin., t-o accept li:,'ii$ miasll!>n~ Bu.t i.r.i ~e.kin.g ou+ an•s:w·er· w.Eii ;sh'al l- be. 

l'.Tnr~mg,nout. -the bo-ok. o~ Jete.miijli, the:r.e• ls a str·ong p, rsonal n9-te. 

At times, in t:he so --:ii;al I._e.d .Q,oitfeAts,hns, £t-.,g ,. , , the prdphe:t 1 s i ,n.permost S·t>;µl 

-we. see the very pulse. of' the man-:-h-ts laJlVtl"r~i_:ng r ,elta;ric:re· ,o•n G~~.$ ·p~~s-~·t:rc-e 
1 . 

truth .is en1y, t oo obvfous·. 

lio'Wever, l _et us_ pe_rm:it ~er~m.i_.ah to spe~).c £or birnse•lf. The voice 

of GQd. wit-hin 'h.i_Ql says: 

••• I htwfl t:ippQi_n~ad. yo\l, :a p_rQpbe.t ti.o t ,b,a· nliltiOf)s. 

( J.a.x, • 1 • Sb) 

'Hut to, t :h-ts ea11 t;,be: p.:rophi;lt ao:&w;e;r 's ·w-i:th r ,a,;L.uct~-rn:ie·i 

Al L ·d· ~o.;i -.•· t..,,ho.l ·\ I d. 0 not 'knaw how ••. , . ,' ~-:;i ., , · or 1;1._ ... 1:.1. u_, . 'l . 

•i R1s opjeo:tci.,on is nQt ~~co,pted b.y "Xeb'l'leh : 

~ut the Lord said to me.: 09 not S~\Y ~ tam 

• « 
I 



a young roan , for viherever I send you :, you snall 

go, snq whatever I command you- 71ou shall speak. 

(Jer. 1.7) 

There oan be lJO Q·o\,\'bt from the ab o;ve· but tha't Jeremiah was drafted 

into tb.e ranks of Hebr-ew prophecy,. A power higher tli:an hims~li' 

seized him, and 
11
beguiled•1 him, and forced him into the turmoil of the 

"1'1orld to· fu!fill a mi'~sion •· Unlike A1iios, who .never ·even considered the 

possibility of hesit~tion., but presented himsel.f'. at Bethel and ·h,\Ut"'led 

his invectives; un l ike Isaiah, v1ho, transported, "leap-ad to his f.~cet 11 

in t .h,e 5,anctuary with the eager ory, '1liex,e am I'; sen~ me , 1' Jeremiah was 

, ~ th IL! • ·Ii fear.fu~ Q;1. • e J.nner voice. 

But even t!1is was not the end of his reluc'tance. The -very f;a.ot that 

Qo'd• had 't:9 empha'bi:cally coiJlinand l1~m : 

Abd you, the.r .efore » gird up your loins_, and 

arise, and speak t.o them,, e.11 that I command 

you ••• 

then , even threaten him: 

••• do not be dismayed by ·them lest I disDJ:1y 

you before them, 

(Jer . 1.1'7) 

th· · "' ,,.. him en •. g~, in reassure · , 

And I, behold I mii'lre yoµ toclay a .fortifiei:) city 

and a pi i lar of iron, an4 a we 11 of copper- _in 

front of the kings of Judah, b,er tyrinees , }'!.er prie•-ste, 

th land . 1 Omit f1 IL;) ~ ~ 1-. ) 
and t,he peoplo of· ei ' 

( Jer . 1.18) 



t,s.sort. :to thr.e.at.s (1.17b) 'befo:r-$ if.e'remtah .s.ti'bmits;.. ?for- ts ·a:rs :reltl'o

t ,anoe s,:om~th.in .g un:flathom.ab'Ie•. In -a.doiti,on to p.os~e·s,stng i:; h~)'i'Jbl:e., 

r.:€a-tir1n_g char.niter> }'le natur1~lty :wpuld posses,s a p~s$.i?.t;i~t,e Love ,t0w 

p.eac.e , , but •in oriier ~o c!l)mp');:t'!te. hi:;s, dfvine ordex he, mc:,uJ,a h:ave' to II see 

la·rid loving-kindnes·s ai:rec.ted the ~de,st.:l.nie~ q_f m:e_n ~ml :n.a..t-.i.pl)s ,, he l!ii:l.:W.,. 

l 
l i'ke ,J•6o·, hrut:a:l ooritradic.t ton oi'' Lt wh.er-ever· .\'.1e t,y,:rne,d. II . Is: i.t-

ant -wonder t·hat· ,he nee.de4 ~p.J.d.tual su~t~•nance· e:r:i~ •e.mph~:hc t5r·om,i•~l?.·S of 

the Lord ts pn,tec~i_c::>n ~Pel dq:f'e'l;r!Ss't .As tor e~·ttliP,lE!. ' · 

EJng t. n.e s,p.ee.if i.c a ii·sur~_ntle, 

I na,;e :$.;de Y,.P'U- a t'o;wet gm!).ng· lio/, pe~ple ( 0ml t -:Ji '?.N ) 

Tha.t : :'lou may: kno.'t'i a.tfd. tr:r t\'.l$ir wa:y. 

,(Jar,. 6"'27) 

· h · d d. ;;cri· ll ·ac.c.e.. :_p_.ted ·G.otl • J3, ·c~l1,. h~· p,tos~cu:hea But ptJc·e _Jer,emia: . yie'L, e · "' .,. _ ,, 

hi:s commisili Gtn fa,i thi\tlly ~nd dev:ot'ed lY> .a'tid ~-~ a ~~tf'~ct ri.gh:t to. rem.inti 



:As for 'me I h 
· ' Sl'7e not shirked r.ry d~~y; ,;.s a 

she,p,herd iri 3/P.Ui' setv'ic.e, 

'.4nd sur-e,Jw 1 ·bs:<"le.tl ~'t hoped £or th~ w~e.ful 

9:8.,f gi 
loft iny Hp{ h manite·.st 

lt,.._ .. ep.e_""f'.· H.4'mi '. ,~£ t_ l.._·P. d'oo•·n ,1.;,o_ .. l.•- d· 1.· n: :.. . .J:f l.h • .., .,., ., "' n_ ,, ,i,.. 1wi. s .. o'l'.!e .i.or -1:1 e pe·.opl~. 

is tl:i.ere i 11 ho~i'iig in orie I s h$art\ Noihlrig is ~eci:--1?t or :htd4,en be£Qre G~<4·• 

'Whet 1.eft the pro-phe:t;" a rips w-irs, 'in tacti ,, o,rily the, ·wo:r'd:S e>i' -t~- Lord 1 fl..nd 

Jerlimtan, r.-ec?;l ls· th:e .. e~fly dais of Mis fnittistry: 

Whe,n- !oU:r vrotos· ·of.fe:red themselve.s:_, .I devoured t,l:iem► 

Your -wori:h hgve bee-n :a ,j'by ~o fue .(:Omi-t{?.i>' 1 J>J>1't f,., ~dd to• v,- lV) . ' . ' ~ 

Fo~ ! .&Jri ~ed'icate.d to You., O l'.,,or·d of lkf$ts-~ 

(Je.r. 15.1..$) 

Eh lo'lfe a,nd J,:insh~p wit.1--r ,.G'od· oo;'flnat .e-ver l:!e q_uij:~ti•pri~.d - Nl'> ., it ll{l; 

not th:is love t'.~r •tbe· i.ora tha-:t wl;l.l;\lten·s., , ratl1er lt. is his na· s.se;gfl• :v-i~ ich 

e-moit~tel"•S hlm . ., Wb.y.1 Qf e-il peoplti!', tm,t:st he: .p:r.ea-ch .a me-s;sa:ge 0f-· dbtilni t.o:· 

.1. i.. ., ·. · t ·· - ., B. t ._ · •-•is't n n· d. on 08. •h--av-~ n,r scot, :out end really seen t ha li.1:,19 l1!1t' ' l.,Qn I ' U u8' ffi!-" . j ,<.'· ·. . . · " -1:l; ' ' 

· • 1 t · ·t·,, .. e he· 'is entre.t.1'!fe.d vri t'h:tt:- th$ ,.,eQs of l"ott.ann49•ss of. th~ sb~Ut• _ s· r.u.c =· ., · · , · 

. . . , . . ,d nate .. folhis na.ti@lla Seekl ng, to 
h.:i.:-s o'\.vn S-6.u 1, c~ug'.ht J:,etween love ScT'I · · '\ 



escape fr0m h,5.:s cuie~ n ·, • 
· · · · · · : · · · ··•· ·· ·· 1 e , vo:r:ce .s f~ f'olloi'ii:ng de.,s,µ-e ,:· 

·would: .the. t I WE'!'t~. iti· t 'he d~'sert 

In a lo].'l@Jr:i:g Flsce.· or· tl"~v.el.i~i' s, 

Tti~ t I fl\l,ig ht a:}re..ndo:n rrfl, pe,qple 
1 

A ..... a·· uo - •· . . h . • . ., t:> J., ,l" ~ T; ,(;ltn • 

Rot the,y Ei:r.e ~11 ,f.ldtil teI"ers., 

An ·as·s~.m1Hy of t:re.a1eheroi.1$ ?ti;l,11• 

.and llo.rk; l\i:ts hee:r:1 pre-or.de.ined b.y Go-~. 'Jer~·niµ'lh. w~-s .nQt. de·l:it i ~ed '!;0 fi:nd 

pes.,c.e a.rid· S:o.lituift,e • lie em:ild ri,ot -n1n ~wa..y,,, e~~-tf if he st> ·des ir1:1d,: f:Qr •t~,is 

'\".WS n.ot G:oa 1s ;:,{'l:.l. l n,st'f:lag, ·he wii.ii to· re.m~tn, ~l)d' to g,~)'jp:,µn,c~, @ti 11Ltih 

and with vJg.orous rage 'deniamed. reve,nr;e . At be.~-rt he.- :ili$s st:i-1'1. ob.ly a human 

·eeipg;, posstiss ing 'Qil th~ virtues, arid, -e. fl'ew• i f: th3 r~~H:1s tha·t gt, wiit1h 

cl'e·Gt~~s, of that. oe.t·egont • He klJei~ God -w'a,s· n.eor h'im; he knew: Goo· foiq se:eri 

"What t~aoher,y h,_e,d b~ep wr~~ked .~pon, hfm, ·stJ.d· he rame.mber-ed .God'' s pr.omise 

t'Q p:r-otec.t. h,irn... So now he. c~·lls on God to, £:utfil'l 1:lis vior~d: 

Rame'mb:er me,,, wnd t ,htn.k . of: me,, 

Tak~ roe no:i a~!ly. b.e.ctm·s~• 9'1' ~ our l'ong suf'ter ilnt 
(Eifiend · ,j J,Jc.. to . ia: .?- • Jc ) 
~ If ,, ,,. I I . • . ... -



lirio"W that i'br Y-our ~al.!;~ 

1 ha-q:@ aul'ferea taunts .• 

11w11:~_-t,;.":e$jks the. _¢.ronhet_: ·_. 1rv1bv ._1:-.".ve· .,, "' ~ .., n., \he.j, hui~t me? \r.ou~, Q: Lnrd., ~OY('rt:; 

I ·.~•ren lt l.t~.pt co.n)pariy, wJth those :"lll'{e ~lee-merry 

nQt"" re,jo-i9ea vii t'h ,a j_o_yfiil h~-art. (~c;i, ,7;i f .i, n»· t >. fr om' 15. 1$,} 

.:r s~t a-lone beca\.i:se o.£ Yo~r hJmd., 

For- Y..~ h~ve f:ill'ed me ,,lth, (frlo·o,m. 

~:iml[l¥, te,t ·t-e~:ttul ly, the. ·p.rophe,t p:ract. ioal It be.f;~ •mer.~y:, -of God. -t,.o· :s.e:,re, 

then p-erhaps,, t.,o .leave h:5.-ni alone . His 1.5:re ba-sn rt been \.11.-s ,own, ar.i-d· .slt 

this. :mi.ser:y should: n.ot· oe his l .ot·. lt is bad f)'t)0t1g·b- constl[lntly t,:, be 

ha:~t<rted by :God's ~f}Ve'JJ pre,~.ent. •me;s,~r~ge ot'' !:100m:, -,hi'rrl:i b1 -it.s~]J. ·<::!'~iye's hJ.m· 

man.; w~y can't :he be left ~lOTie_, i ,s h•i's. pt~inti.ve Vl.aJl .• 

The .P.~,r se_c;Ut-iorrs ,, l;Jpth . inner :encj.. outer, i\ ti'\18' pe,q·o;ire t .oQ ,mv.c:h £,or. the 

body o.£· fle•ah u-p.oi'J wh ic.h \t'f~✓- ar.if b$'i'!'.lg i.ntl ietetb en,d -t hf!! h:~r-t? is vie.a:!c 

and fa in·t , an:d: ae.ove· a:11 b.i t .'.h:e.,r .. $0: b itte.t!, in ft:tfJt ,. that ht-s ~~j.t h is 

shaken -sE}v~r:el-y- £9r, the moment. ITI mi-se:--y-, ovt ~.:ft t '~ :gl.p.bll1Y ptt;s· bf 

deject.ioll the SQU1 ot ~ !'flS:TI. i _s oeii1-i$ _p,aiufltillJ cf'u.sl}ed to \::it$~ ~,rid .b,e • 

s:e1nis, .f:prth fi., 9cy that pier.c.:es ner-,veri : 

Why ill, WY ·pain p,erpetutd 

.And my, WQuna ipcureble > s-o. ,t~t-. it re·f:use~ t.o- b~ he~led1 

·\1_i.i 1 yoµ' .indee·g be t ·o. me; l:l,s· EI a.~~ept.iye str~~:m;;, 

As Wflter·s t~,t, ~~nne>t, be. reHE:1<:\ "Qp.!)n . 

(Jer • .H5.". JJ3) 



--91--

Surely this an·gu.i·sh did •pieree· th.a very henve,ns, for ionredia.tely God 

.spoke Vlith_in t~e he?;rt of the prophe,tj (Je1·erniah, in~p i red by Go-d, 

in r c:;.~lity ariswer 11 himself) , ElP<i c~u,ses him to collect hi,s ·senses. Suoh 

an out bur st signif ies a leek of f~ith . Suoh mutterin€c·s are to be ex

pected from the people , but not from the ar ent of the Lord. Swel y, ·the 

prophet, himself, like the people, has gone astray. Just as God's wot-ki~s 

are oi'ten hidden, j ust so expmrsive· is His mercy snd for g ive ne ss, for : 

If' y.q:u rf)pent, and, :t. bring tou baclt, 

You ~hall stand before me 

If you will pr onounce noble things, rather than cheap ones , 

then you shall be rrJ'/ mouthpiece . 

Lat th.em return to you , but don 1 t you {pink] (r.eturn) 

to the'i'·r level . 

Ti..• God ' "' Je"'em;·ah '!'he. pron_:het .i-_.-.d forrr,otten hj,s co."Se-1•1 l .'S wes ·. . s ans:v1e.r vo ., · · ... .•. t: rLl:t 't", ,, 

orat ion as tl1e mouthpiec,e of the Lor!;l . The. prop.h~t hltd drubted God , an9 

b¥ this action had sunk to the levei of the people • But G~d md spoken 

to His ag_ent . God had caused His ef8 nt t o r-etur n to Hi s V1ork, and upon 

his return , agein reassured him: 

ke ari inacc~.ssibie r1all of brass ••• I wiil ma you 

to this peopl.e • 

Tru'e-., thl=lY shall £ight,• a.gei n·s-t :you., 

, · · t you . . . But th~y :won t . prevail ar;a.1JJS ~ 

th to save vou and to deliver you For I am wi .. you , ., 

( Jer . 15 . 20) 



,a, divtne mission •. 

God. Gbj,e.ct and l.'ighi; ,a;s h.e' 'l'.oul-:1 ,,,,.,..,,1.·n· s'" 1• ... .. ;.•· t.· .... "' .. :·s·· h" .1 . · ·a..1· d 
lj1 ..,.,,.. • 1,.., .., _ - ""' ·. ·,l.S ..;ne,scap.au. •e :es-

t.iny- -au'd doom•. Je.~e.mi·ah ne:ver ,e'.11'.en, l\ad tl/l,e. or.dinar-y oo"A's.ola:'fiioti of ,a, 1'df.e 

or the 1.HeP·s:ur·e .oil' a femi_l,r'" • Whet.h. e. ·r 6li- n·ot, L. · >:1 ·• • h 1·., ·a. ,,1e. evet' yes-1'.red sue . ., 

9.u~n~t 1.:011 U.P,O!l w,b. icn, -~ ' ,q;oe 8 not c,'.oir.me1.,.t: • We on l.Y, lm'•otf th~t ,in th:ii$, ~o:o . ., 

h~. fo1,'io:>'ie·d .t :be c-omn1aina. df \lii's t.o.d: 

~r!t:l th~ 1'iord of' t-he1 Lord ca.m~ t .o m~ S'a:;y;m.g•;• 

1ou -sh:~11 not take ,a wi..fe, 

Often t.h,e above is int,~~pr,et'ed a:s l:?e,ing ~ot ·only U1e vii sh .Qf 'G,oci 

(csp~-'r:k.ir,·g ·withj:;n J~:r·emkah.)'.., but Ethi:Q thF? ·sl'esirQ oi t -h~ ,praph:~t• ~p:lms~eJf • 

.As, t3,:r•oM' of ·this: as;,n.1qp\ion., ~he a-r.·g1;1ntl;int. ~s- ghr~;n t h~;t, he, was ·.co.mrtnc8'd 

t-h~·t he: wa s oll tp:e:· ».'~g~ o~ 0;110111, ~d? ther:ef'ol!:e,, hag ·rtC:> ipol"~l r-j.ght ta 

t. · • h l t 11· • "'"ld 'J!'h, · · ·t· • · .. ... ,ii_r ·:i,ng C. "i drer1 .in, ,Q 0: 'C·O• · 8.!)SJ;n'f; wo~ .. • · 1:s. ~g:i;,im_1;1.n · lB no., •,:,00 eon·-

viltc in:g; in the, 1':ight. (>'f t;be ro119Viin:g fJ~cts ,. ln tbe ·fl.'l;r..:i;b:c~i:n.i:ng dQon'I 

the life ,fijf B~rnch"who· it.s his :scrib~" li:u:C .no ~lood r9l1,1tJ,Qn , as f~r ll:s 

,. 1,.._ t · b ~ · d ( Je:r 46 5} I Ii it a. SS•tit!lii:!Qi we ii:nol'! ,., to. ·the p,rop,.u.it, ~s · .e e "t'..:,!"e ·· · . . • · • .• b 

it co mu .. c .. h.· + . l te:i • v:e. t .hat t.£ the i'ite of t,he ·J?J' :;[t r:tet 
I
s s:aef~.ta,ty. is to. ~o , ..... 7'~ . . . 

b·.·e·· i... · ~ l ..,, t ~ a ,,.,,,,;_!'·e· ·.; a·.,. d•. evsh the· lives of. 'his.: cl:rildf~t-1 w.ou.:J.d s.,.,ve:1:1., :sure y ~ 1a .Q\l. u .1: # ,. 

b ? 'l'.i\._,·· ."' • .i;-h·e:"" .. -, , ·cha_:n_t ·er J;'S, :v~1~s;e: 2 . .sp.ec),_fie·s. t_hat he is riot t-o ij aps}•ed als.o.. .l'U .... ~ .. , :t'. 



( . .Jar". ltt.4~~) 

put ·this ne.ed. not neces-Sti'~·i,J:y ap,pJr to, his m.vn ·e.hUdrab., and more,: kno,~ing 

'th.is is-, the· 'fut.e 0£ ,a ~er·t i.ptrl~r s.~otttsn., vies, it rt6t p9,ssthte t~·at he co:ulo 

~~ve se;rg't ; his-; f ami,ly 'S'Vl'£$-y' $.rqm· "tni:s ple.,ee, u t ,o one that. vnrs more. se014.r:& ( i .f 

-sv,,ob. e~,ii'.,s:lr~·d }? Al.1 t¥;:~-s'e> o'f' c;o'Urse~ -ai'e spee:u.iat~ow~ :w.ithout 'P.TQ:oi'. 

Ss:v.ed. from .the- J?it .of idespa·it".,, M~e p~ophet: h.t,!d re tu.rl®:ld tp ,h;is· vi:o:r~ ,witb 

reme:v,ed v~~o:r-. But :with hi s ~tur-n , , ,n.o dbubt J b-e ~~eJ·;il.!mced p~w sq tl;,r,~Jl-k,~. 

a,ssi;,rtan,g~ s or. G~!:i he.q ·n9.t p,r,~ve11'J•t~d b'im from S\.l.ff.er,in.g. r~p:ra.aoh 'ang. dei'i9ian a--s 

w~ll ns .renewed .. attM,ks ~pot1 l\J,s ·o;vm· b:~_ay. Why '\'1~s h~ Ab:us~.n? lniy ·~)H>ul[l 

the beg_:inn i'ng,. It "!'J-$ '6 his dest ih.f to be a ptoph!3t.~ a.nd .t hi.~ was the lot 

of Elll th~ t:rµe· pro.j:i,h~t.s.. ~n his li)'\'ill h~art- he w·.as ·n.0t1est, an,a ne der.ed 

chi:_llent;e e.ve:n Go.d. fOr. i ,nfli•ot,·ing u:p._on .ittm a role he ne.~er via11ted't 

Y.im have hegutle'd. me,. O Lor~, and·· I vJa,s beg:u:iJ,:~d,. 

You.. ,,,__ oV:e'rC onie tne, i:iJi<l You ha-ve· pw,.ev,e. fied} •~W 

l w,eye be-0-o·me: .a :const-e~t butt ·o£ l~ug.h:ter•; 

Here. is :a mprta1. c-ha,lle.rfg:in,g· th~ ,Lprd ''fi.tJ1 ~n. et11"·aged el-o~ence. He.re 

h. t and then from ,;he. Ups of a 
is -the truth "bwsM,nt thrttv.th the · .ear , · · 



ij 
Qi' hi,s' ¢.is,plea~\ir-e ·~ Attd ·v1lfa:t so. rt 0 &> 1·1· .c,e h"'d •h.e •.· 

.1. .1. « , ll;',O'tlic,a 11.i enough., 
'? . 

·be'.~l'! cbo,s1:1,n for- 0ne filled 11<1.'th• a°ll:ue~ ahd ·V.iol:encf? : 

As qfften· ~.s. I ape.a.)$ I h~11e to co.mp.ts-in :ot '11.itr'1.¢nc.e 

and abuse. 

For th~ wot-4, e.r t he tortl \'t'.a.s ba,$1,lm!:! a •eqn.:s,tnnt r:,~prgB;.O'Q 

and aerisi.an,, t .q Jne,., 

Tl):e· "{.erry wotd,s he S)!o~e '\'i~:r:e cl'H>'t 'hts, own. ThtiY, belonr,;!i!~l' t .o• God . 'Y'e,ti 

he must Q•~f1:r t 'h~ !F hus-e thet e.;~11 f0rt:h. Ho.we''Ver, ane eourageou,s enPUl{~ 

to ~,cc.use ·d:o.~, ~urej:y ;sh.ov.ld hav~ st,t,en¢~h to rceflis& to dbey, arr impuls~ 

'V1h'i:'ch he, 'q,O~.sn ''t .caesbe·. to nn.rn1.,. 'Je:raiDiah d.id p05$8~SS ,that· snreng.it,b,., 

•' •• I &SY. 'I wl 11 .not. ·ma-ke n:rent ion oi' Hlmt 

•.}{or l':ill 'I any ldn~er oorrtin'lle, to speak .i.n :E!l s name•• • 

(Je~ •. 20,.:9) 

Bµt w.hene:}ver l:¥J· so :re·solv,e~·, qe &oon disco;v,er.ed.! 

.••• there-· is in tlfj ,hija·r ·t: a r~gi1rg fi.'r.e 

.S~t. \tp 1.11 TfJY b Q:rfe s; 

Arra .. ;r we"&r:y trr1;.se,J.f $t.ri:vbig· t.o' :re.s:tt:rai:n 11;.,, 

""."' n.n,1;..,.. Je,re:t.fi,ah wa.s qt sc$.'Verint 1 th:a:t· wh ~cfl {\mps· l'pf,lg,. In a .m'o,st pa,in~ l. '""' = , 

a•gQ ~g lmPVtP an@ sp._p;ken. ~ 

· h L d he.a s_poken, .• • • '.L' ~·. · .OIi 

Wh;o 'VIUl np.t ptophe.$Vt 

·,3_ -· -I .;,;!,;, 
r 

" 



The Gommetl'd of Y'ahweh carmot be disputed, and His wor-d cannot be resisted. 

Once se l ected, the -prophet is forced_., whether he will.s it or not., to rea -

1:i,~e and to c-ry out i mpc.ssiona·tely: 

• • .i am full of the fury or ,the Lord (ErnenQ .A'"lto >J J(.J ) 
,. ~ . ·--

I am ,vear~ with containing ·it . 
' . 

(Jer. 6 . 11) 
~ 

Tnere is ri.o holdin'g in, the,r e h l'lo c·onta ini:ng that wnJch God wents spoken, 

and objection end ·refusal-are possible, but useless . ·Realizing that 

there is no opposing the v1il!l of' • !Lim 'ivh:o has implanted. Hi's words Vli thiti 

one 1 s mouth , end for whot.1 one must c-ct as a mouthpiece , the prophet fina lly 

,sinks to. his knee.a , :wea,r,y a:r.rd t.ir.ed of h'is miserable life-, vi hirih i s JlO'l'J 

.almo~t over, and reflects upon this life he never wanted, and perhaps 

i n a subdue d hut tearfl.1 l voice· poure-d ·out hi•s hear t :with: 

Woe. is me, my mother, that you bore rre, 

A, man of strife and contontion f'or the 1vhole e.a,rlh 1 
·.- ' ' 

I have not lent, nei.ther have men lent me; 

; add •l ;to /'1 N • Emend t t ) 
• Emend 'JI H,.:,14 to IJ-4 ., jli-1 .. -. ,_ . . ,· -. . . . . 

( .Jer. 15 . 10) 

I t is the end of a. life lihi.ch should_ never have been lived, i'eels Jeremiah , 

Cunsed he the day 

In whi oh I was born ; 

The day in which my ~other bore me, 

men Who' brou~ht the news Our_sed be the ti 

To my father-, sayi~ ! 



'..A ~ ·1e. o.hil~ i's h-0rn . t ·o v ·. ,, 
. • · ;, OU 

Ma,ld,nc- him . • .,er··,~, ha· 
, la:) ' V " if' ' P.PY. 

Abo let that man be a,"" tl;l·""' .~ . ., c'i,t;ie s·, 

Which the L a ·· · · . .or ov~rthrew. m~J.,ei.1es,sly•, 

,Arra. lift li'i•m he or. a cr,y ~.n t:h~• irtorii in g,, 

An~ al~t.m sh "'"'t·s ,a, .,... a" ~o'Ort•t ~me·. 

·ieeauae· ~ .. ~.i""" m·"' "" "t ~ . . . · ~ ~ -.. _c,· ,,. Q •. · ~ r .om the T;?tlib ;, 

Tnus m:y mo~h:er "Py.puld,, :,have b . . , .een my g~•~ve , , 

And hell' ~omb f-1 p,erpe:t®:l pt"eij,nanc.y. 

Why dt9: I even t'tav t' · ti:.:-. , .. ~ Q eme,rge fto.·m 1ic w.;,mb 

To s.~~ 1f!bor ~l'id s:or1·ow , , , ' ,,~ 

D.are stiy-0n.e e.o.intiient ·on the above? 

.As · ,va,s .Je·re.miah I s ,, ·•s-o- too,. ever;J mdn' s 

••••hear-~ is· t.nitri~ete be.yopd ,any. ma.n's o•omprehensi.on 
( f;~nd q J /t. to· '(t'J Je; } 

'-. T ';•: 

1lhq: c,:a,n· fa. t'\;H:S!U U tr 

{Jer" 17.9) 

Afier the f.ir::st .dark a.louiis ·of- tiis. _st)l".row h,a·d passEl'~., pevli~ps lit~· 

remembe,r~d h_ts an:.swer to lil'e , t'lhi:e,h he ~El .con«,@i'Ve·d dur :b:i,g his eprly· 

¥oy·s. .A man-, s-o per.too·,l;l:'b:31:1' ui.th a ·se'n:se ot &ti i;pt'i:QJS:•t~ pommµ:piorr 'Vli'6g. 

God:, 'WO:ul.d rro:t dle ··~tln-g Q~d, il'l ,Sp He df 'th~ bitt.erne1s.s . c.ailed 
11
,his, 

lite.!.' Kn oYtiru~ tbe ltl'&r., ·kn.cmi-11~· 116.,a,t lie ~uf'.fered, . in· th'e Hne• of ilu-ty, , . 

knowing th.!;> tpt_rosp:e·ativ,e a11 d .finely s~nsitive p~x-.s.on.a-li.ty, we- ~a:,ni'J C'>t 



;b.e:J'.i~v.~ but t/hat evEfr,, on his death ba'd h.. e 
agai:p JHtw olear.·tyJ ~na ·~gEdt/ > 

now. p.erb:~P.8! P-.li;ii •·e,: 'S\U'.8'. than e,ver;·, .spo:ke ttye~e words w . .ith God.; . 

You are (a~w~y,t) r'ig:ht.eo~s , o 'Lo.rd, 

~'\'ten t ,bou:gh 1 :V,(:j 'ntulie, ta o.iitpute, ,Uth S.fou. 

(efer. l2.1) 

~nd- .su..r~ly he had not f::e:~~~.a t :o ar,g~ 1at~ G'od;, , lhi;t now come.s i;he q_ues:tto~ 

;put¢ 1 in~ i'he 1•1.Qr ld .o'.f llt~ . .n : 

Why doe:s the w.ay of th~ ~h·ke:d, J>ros-pe:rr 

Wh1, ,er e all who. ·d13·~'.t. tree.c':herousl;, ·seour.ec.?.· 

·W~:l have 'Y'ou so p,le.nterd the.m tha·t they, b.ave taken root~ 

•( Why. a o} the,;y:1 gr_ov,, "e'Vep· "pr bdtic.in~. fMl it1 ·· 

(Jet . ·12 .2) 

any 'we, :h'.ave ev0.lve.d, even 'today:. 

(YeB•, now I ,see], !'ou ere ~ear [dn lyJ ;n their tt!oath 

B.u:I;, ,djst,a~t f·rom the tnn·ermo..s·t •part ·of the'ir· b~in-g. 

We c.enc,lude: 

1. Jere·m~ah was· r:e1~c,(t!:n:t . ~o. accept hts m~is:sio1h ( Je.:r-. l ~.6) 

He 1~e.:s' d.re.rted. :( J.er • 1.1 7) 

J.,, th_ at •he a:s:sume it (Jer! 1.'1} and •even ~•. Yahv1eh. in.sis\/~. 

t .,1 .f'uJf:ill hJ s t '~s·k • ( Jf;tr. 'l , 17) 



y._a:hw!:lla ,(}e:Jll'H;>:t · be r~$:trained w'i'!lhi.n nijn •. A:ltnost ags.~ ·st. hls .will li,~. is 

:ft'!pa.ed to. speak. ( Jer • 6 ~i.l.; .20~9), 

5... ·T.~ i'!;l-bti.ff' i tid perti_ecu:Hon s l'i'llic'h ne ·i1nt5.c.i t:et.te.d ena 

·t -o w_h4:ch· he is l •ate.r s-t;tbjecte:a have -ave.~ - discw~aging ,~£.fee~ (.Je.:r . 15.18) 

up·~~ h i:m . ., .st t',tµi~s- e,v~:m c,a\l.s'in~ 'him to 'd~y- ~~t a;ga:inst, 'tne mission impo.s~d '~-- . .,,,:, . 

\tp.¢n. hlm• {,Je~.-. i ,5.10--1:~-;aQ.7 ,:8.'~ 14-:1:8) 

6. II~ f'i:.'fJ~s. co11s,olatio!: F,a,:r lXi.s· -t ·ri-e.l.s ·in 'hi s. :tad.th t~t 
. 

. God. is pe·er ~-no. 1'.lith hj:rii •. {Jer • 1:$.19.; 15 .·2ot esl),• l?,'3} 

~ rl 

~t~:+1 1, 
·, 

' ... 



E. Et~kiel 

:And lfou, son of m d ·r 'I:. . . an> . 0.·t1 t be· .afir-i;i id • • · • ¢':C t ~~i r t11:ird$ ~-· 

al'id den
1t be d'i :sm~yed by t .ne.h' io:(?ks, .f''or \t\t~ ~-r.~ a 

:l'l.ebel iiows. ho~se.. And '\r"' ·· ·· i. · 1·1 ,_ . .·.,,.,u s .• e • $,p,~11, ·my. f\?or--ds· tp 

th~m, wnethe_r 'th.ez,t ns:ten e,r· w,heth~r· t~.e.~ r"efese .• fo.r 

tihe.y ~-re. rebelLious .. And you., son ,,or man., heal' r-1hat 

I s1).71 to, ·you, -d1;jn 1t '})e reuellJou-s like t;:hat r~bei'lli$µS 

house • • • ·• 

speak lH .. ~· -words t .o the· ,people un4er .all a.nd e't/ert otr.e.umst,an.ee, even 

-outright r -sjecttgn, s~Mn;d.s· ,ve:cy .muc.b lflce -a ·rftarful -and be&it.an•t pers,p'tirili'tf 

b .• J1;.;-..;;t" l;. .. . .. .. · t lid· I... b · er11g ho18't,e:re·d by d,i-qin·~ ·oomm~rrd. The ;1.w ·ue~ s-1:1a ... ettten ·, - ~ · '" e 

r8'.be,lli.oas like ·th.at r,ebe::iuQu~· house·, 11 se..e!ns to in.c;lica:te ·•te:ry· el~arly t.trat 

f ~r· a 1m ie f' moment, t'·he· prcrr-b.e-t h:es'f tated t',o f!ul'.f·i'l l the or.de;r ,s ;,t ¥&h-

:we.h I an~ G.0d, se~i'ng ihis, tmrne·liiat~J.y d:ii!:ice·r ned tn.·~ ~e:ri-j;p,g ,of 115.s momen-

tary :p;a~~'e, and, c,or1t.inued to· e.ihott· tµt~ t .o irctt6.n withe. wsrf}i_r,i_g :t'h~'l? ,could el.Seo 

b.e i'nt:e.rt:Y~ete~ a a ~ 't .hre.at • 



th'e. ·p:ro.phet; re,adtly and obeqient:ly r'e,act:s hy.. 

:so . I ~ t~ i :!r. ,('Bme.nd t ,o i!) r:;). k. t ) . . .d 
· · · · ;, : · ,.. , in1 .. it ;;,;i; s in •··my 

mou,t ,h 1ike, ':llol)e'JJ. L>0._ 
· i! J; " sv,e~~l1'e'Sfi .• 

(E:z .• 5.S) 

SU,~e1~, ,. '$Ut::h a ~~P-id r~:sp(1)nse s.ee,m. s ,1.0, ,l _,n· .a ,: :,. a,.i,, e. :t"- t· :i-_1..,e 
ii i, ,. Xv '.ti •J.U Id~ p.r1;i-~h~t ,; b'y-

t'.h1' :5' t. 1:.' :•l'l".,e •. !W~S. 'V: ... ~ . 1vi11'in'!', . ..:o · .. .,, · ·t 1-• 
· ~ _,.., ~· v '·~ :0 -.ep · i1J;,s mi~sierr, f.or e$.-ting· the SC.roil 

cont·!;':-bJlng th~. 'i'io~·ds .of God ·was· ·tJre . 9·on~lusi.ve act -:t,bt;,t dei'tn:it,e..ly' ahd 

isp~Qi.fically ·ord~ined a p.ro'f Q;.e·t.. .lp. oonnect1on wfth ·tn:.h· v.~r$e:, (Ez.,. 3.t,3-) 

.Cooke· :say,5 in '\hought tl'.la t SUQh eb'edi.e.nce i ,s i;,·e ~e. t~k~n e.;1s a· c-'h:atacter

i.s.tic -~!f.-ei':f,'.a,cemetit ·of E'zekie.l who rega.rd:s ll'im_s(31f mer·ety as :tJi~ org¢~ . ,1 

•Of d i y) .. 11 ~- .d~ cre..~·-s • 

·Qe:a.a.i:-el'l~ ,o.r not, o.n~ tfring_ is certe:in . Bz-~e~e'l, ~lid note v.olun;t-a.ri'Iy a11d 

e:ag-erly oi''.f~r 11imsel£ t'o God .Eu; dt.~· hl:liieh. It he n~d, .tner-11;! W~ijl8, ·not, b:a,~e 

be:~n: 't ·he ~v.~r""'rf;Jp,i:iiater.l ,•,ia.rn i:tigs'. that his, wo,,t<'l-$ waa,rlg, f~l,l µpon de,$::f ~a:r!;, 

anij t he.refo:re not to b:¢, di:sappotnt,<ta• N,o-.r, --w.pu'J.:i;l tclJ;e:r~ pa.~. be!:)n a nr.1ed 

fot an .ever- r,ecurr en:l! divine assin~anc.e. t'he.,t th~ prbph~t. i ,oulcl b,e pr·0.t£r~t~d 

a:r:id @US,,rded ~~.aj:.~.s't 't:h~ .pqpPle.~e~, such ~·s 'w.e\ fihd ln:., :( 'G.od: -~~aRJ.;ri:~} 

ij~t. ·U\8 Jrou~ o£ Israel: won 1t c.onae.nt,. 't~ li1stetr t _o, y"eu, 

fo.r they are. ,not ·even w,i '!ling t-o. H ,s'.\ieil t~ rr..~, foz: 

·the ent,tre h.otfse of l,avae 1 Ei'f.e of a hard ·to1·eb:e~d antl 

¥1 t • f'f·· ' h -0r·· t Be ho'J.'d r M:i/8' made :(OUr :re.oe h~rd Q.L 8.. S· U . 8 ·.,.. • · · · 

· .. ,,,.d :v·e.ur, fbr:ehe,ad hijrd ~.g.a·inst 
~g,~ir,i $t th~~tr fJ¼te.s, "''' v 

h 
• d ., t be af.rli id, of• t.\>\em., an:d. den 

I t 
I mad~ your .f.ore ,ea.a, on 

b~ dlsm~yad b:f 'tli\e ii' l ook'S' 

• I 



L:et tr,:i,~, hovtev,f1f,. be s·ali:i fol" .ID.zeldEiH .name.ly,; t~-t otiqe he has b·~en 

c·o.n.s-e.,;ir.at.ed as a p1•::,pl1e·t ., •'anti s,e,t ·fhr?'oh :on -!'lis m.isai.~n he. nev~:r ance• 

o.bja~t.~ t ·p e,,ren the ·mp:st r-i:~.o:rou~ aml. t.:r:-:;in:5 et>mhJ~nd~ .of Gad (a:s Jie 

1 h~ar s +.~em), a-Qg if ~nything,, sholJlde-J;9 .fti'X'' more t~t1P.'P'.P s:~wtli'ty th~.n is 

h-i~ t1tslt,. e:ccior,nnt ·to hi.s oonse:c·r-l'J'tlon 'Vts·t.on~ H:e l~-y~_llf ,~x~Q\i:te·s all 

:8zl§1.::ie,1 is· Wi.lli'r:lg ·to si:t i-n s-ile'tl{le for d,a:.y-s, . 1:re is -wi.llj.,ng t .Q se~ b:is 

:wife ~lie· abd not mourn, he is wi:tli-ng- t9. li~ on: his ~ide :f-f}r :a: p,:e,-,r -ie>d .dt 

lt'ime, all a,s srmbt:ilie .ooj~ct le·ssons to the peqp);f?, • . Ho:we,»-er ·, :wh~n , t>~lµ 

t,o eat 1!.mcleitn fo ~di Eie«ie-i, for th.~ '!'irst-0
.; la·st,, e;nd olily ~iID:j iµ- ai.], 

n-0.t been- ,r-eno:era:d l'u!ptire ;' f:'-or f'rorn 1!'!¥' ,y,outl;l 1;1p e·ve.n ti lI 

n-ow r h1:1ve, not eaten that whiich cUes flf itself, o:v. ts 

'into ri\y' mo:u.'t,h •. 

bee.owe tti,8 ~'hi.!t-c.Juna,ri of hi:.$ pe,ople,. that ,~ are perfectly ju;sti:fieid ln 

.say,lri.g tha·t ~.z.e ,k.l;~ l ·vd,1.1,iJIS:lY eccep·te·d ti.is rrriss.i.0-1:i. Not 0nly dlid be will'irrgly 

-~·~·ce·p;t his· .rol~., .ii ~J:Jyth-i;ng1 he exalt.ad the name· 0£. prt>,phet, £:ar mor-e 

t~ri -any ,of ti'$ othe·r&. -w.h_p b;o,r-e ·the tit.le bef:dr.e. 'him. 

·tion •s-p.eak-s to· him e:a :fq:1.l-QVfs: 



I 

I 

• • Sq~1 son o::r man, l have appoi"11•ted Y.·o.\l. ~s e w,a:tqhife.l\ 

for ~he 1..0" e·· r· .... h 
.• ,;1; · \<cS. ·o .i.sr:ae; t' e..i>.e.i''iire ,,t,en yqu, heiar a i.v.o:rd 

fro_n, .rm ... · ·1 ,1.,u · • 1...- " "'" mou,d~~ -war,n t'i:~m from. me. r~n, I s~y, ,to tne. 

W'ic-k$.'d ;y.6\l ( Oni'it ~-~ 'l ) ,snal 1 sut<·el~i: dJe ·and. ~·ou de , n,'.ot 
T ' T ' . " ' .. ,. . . " ;,,· · .' 

t0 warn t ·he .w:'icke! £l?'sm his :way;, th!:l.t w,i,c~ea m~n shall 

<;lie :ip 11.is. i'ti:i'q'tll.ity,, bu·t h:Ls .bloQd i will r.eq1,d,re. at 
. . - ·· ,- - . 

~nd he oi'fers. n& Woxid o.-11 ob',je'et i .oti, then, we -ilre m~~e t:hap safe ·in 13ayi.n,g 

ne wi.11,i'G;!fly ElS,,swilei;l l~i .s m.ission. ~n cha-fte,r $', v~rse· 2'0, he: -~ t ·old. ~~t, 

We :peAJ.tz·e · th,~:t h,er.~· is ~ t,'r6~het '\v\\~ .rejatcl$: himself not. only, ·as r.:espon .... 

.. sthi~ i':'p'r }'.!is .evrn ~dt.ion.s:, bu'!; 'r,e.sp-otJ sfb'l$ aJ.sti to. warn ot-n~rs, :As.sumin~

.suo.b ~ t 'l"~mern~ous; ',bu~d(:'Jh. we fi.n4 JlOn~ ~f the 1;1b je~~ ~·ons cir a JeJ'EllJn:i~h 

·,p·o~ :~v·f;l.l'.1 a · f'eeti~g tJrs.1r he ~a~ 'l:i,e~n impo'se;d yp,9.n .• , I:f" ~ .ythi..,fr~.,. ·t"'e t_s, ve:ry 

spsa:k 

1.t r:res~uming ~b.out the :Vibo .J;e 'li)at:t~l"., and ev,en -asks ot·her- men vi.b;o 8':i"e.. wortny 

,a.rid' oi\!?S'bi1e (E·z .• 3·3·. 2,}:, t,,m, a'~•surne a p;iiil'i,lar r~S!t~XisiJHl.ity;: nflnte1y.. tha;t 1ff 

show.i.n:g oth$rS Who have lo.s't: thei'.r ¢:.q.;:u-sei, th~. ri.g.ht r{ay--tne ,.,,ay ofi .Gad .• 

Re ,reg?-rd:s·• al.i h·is symbol'io aJ.f:til!ll)s: as ilh'io.e')..y o!'de.ree, arid f:U-lf:'ill.s 

, tn!'fm :ta",itM~lly. ~il the;se ob;jeet. les1S:-Ons ,itr.e· t§i:illi!lied up· o_y t}ie 'ver.se.: 

• •.• £or l ~gve appo'!nted yav. (a,il (£0.r .) ~· .s igm ,to th~· 



• I I 

,,, 
' 

And, I d i cl' I . as · w,IHi c;o.romand:ed ••• 

(Ez. 12.7a'ltJ 

~1:1-vin;g a S<&Ume.a t ·he · re sp,on's:ih 3.:l i ty of wa-:r:n fog the· -p.i3 op·le., he n o;w had. 

-two re .. spo.1fs,ibilit'ie-.s-. 0n~· :t~. J'u'lfl:il.l the wo.r.ctl of Ch;;d,,, fo:r.· •11~0□ _he -was: iu:1 

a_g;enh eoti.ng ils 1!:i.-,s· m·outhpi~ce·; emd ~.li;e.:. ot.hei"' auty:., 'Wh•tch he teok ;just ~s 

-seri:!i'~:sly:' ~n&t df ·oetng -!;'he westehm~ f'-Qr· tlt~ p.e1ople. :l.t is .fa:i thls 

1-atlti·er o·aeactt'y ·Um:t- \:i.e· P.l.E?·ad,s Vl 'ith GQp: 

Andi~ ca,me to -pnsJi, l.h,$le 't:hey,1 wift•e smit•ing., Ei.l'!d 

l wa:11 lef't; t}1~t I felt upon my {'~ca a'rtd or'i.!3.d and. 

seia: Alas,. Lorci Gio4.., v{il.1 .you. de·stroY, a.ll t-fie· rem,

napt e:f lsr~el 'V-I~il y'Qu pou'.l' ¢ut .Y.®t fur:J;; up·on 

Je.ruse'it;im_? 

Ezekte1 iHce -Am_os b:el'or-e him~ tJ;mo~ 7 . ·2,6) in:t~:r:cetre:a, for t~~ pe(;tp-1.e . .,_ 

wb.~m, (;le:s,p•ite tnei.~ pe.rsemoit.'l~ti of' t\:l;e prop,b,~·~,,, w,a.s t\.ea_rl,y belov-~d. l;>y h:il:!1-• 

'l'he. h~-art r!!f _a,r,1 E:Z'ektel' ma's ia.ce~a~ed hy the dG"oftl :~n st,re J'Q.r h·t ,§ pe.o~l~'• 

Sc, E!~fii.Pl:1:sly d1~. b3 tr:: l<a n.is c.pm,miss'i.9n of' gu~Pq'.ing ihe p:1:1,opJe , an,g. ~.i>• 

'tli.~~ Go4 fin,ds ~t· :ns,'¢·e:ss:g.ry· to .bom.f o,r,t , h,iin and ·c.on,&1?;!,.e him. Only.. 't'be 

'i'le.ep"tn;g'/3· ot' E!-· •st>m~w~t ··s~11s{'l)ive st>~·l, 1;mly -t!i~ ,desp.air of qpe -w~o lo.ved 

;bis' ,~eop,le a~ a. ,fe,tliier d.o~s hts very: imn chil dre.n, co.~Jd µave oalleci f:,rth 'lib.~ 

i'-ollovii-n:g• wo.rds of ·c,otni'o:rt.: 

Arnl h~.p.~i!i, th'Ol.lgh t,,her~ b$ left. in i t a re.m:nant ~hat 

an'd d~;qs,ht'er.s,, 1i1'e\Jo_l'd i'lij8TI t 'f1ey QOtne out ·to, you; '.and 

you •s-efe tp~Jr way ,and thel~ doings, ,tht:e.n you. shall 'be· 



c-omf1>ri~d eo.n~em,hr~ :t ~- ,e\i'.i;l tJtat I h.ave. b.r-0u~ht, -upon 

u'eru,sal~Jn•, (-E.'mend ·.P Ji.. to i. ·r ) c.o.nde_tflm~ all 'that I . 

ha.ve or·oug ht upo'l'l it:-·~ :An.d :they• sl'u~l l •c :,,m£6rt ~ ou. -.~hen 

y9µ "B.ee the':tr -:way, asnd t.:he ir d~_~p.s :~ end yoµ. ·shalf knciv1 

that· ;i; have-·not· do,ne• w.j. th.out i;;au~e .a 1],. '{1n~t l mrv:a, .done. 

in -i,t, saith ttL,e Lor.'d Gij'a. 

1 . Rtelde,1 was· ·r.el,uiitant to assume ·his m.lsfion ~t 'iihe 

be~Ji.tinin:g of bi.s. min:is:t:r.y CEz •. ,2!~5)7~8a.) as trapliea by,. t ,he o.~st~n:b 

.a:s strrance~s. ( Ez. 3 oi'1''- 9} $.l'ven .hiin in ,fl'ht.ic,ip.ati:on -of f if.f'fou l ty \p be 

enc ~un'tered,. 

t. Lat.e't' ~ wt1lin~1y ·as-sumes n-is 'mi,ssi.on, a~ shoVln by 

:M:1s c en·eep:b ·of the pr,ophet te'iing a Wat.,~ hnian {Eih 3~-.7, 8; 3 • .2'0} and by 

his -wi.li'ir1.tnes.s t.o-, pe·r.fcirhi. symbo'l:ic a:ot,s (Ez .• lf •lfo ~· 12-.•ta ) 

S .- '~ d 9e.s 'intercede on b.e:haif ot hls pe,op'le. (E-~ •. s·.a) 

·assume hl,s, nl•spon.sibi'iity unwHl:fogly. F.ttathat-, 'it g:ives h:i;m e.. mor.~ 

cons.ci·ent:i.ous ,f'e~il'\pg in regi>,!d: t :o nla. mt·s•s;i0:n, t ,crw~rd nis peepie. (s·z. 3.-20) 



:C1:1 :regtl:r:d t.'o Ueute.i::q .. J:s·(rii_ith,, one-. doni1;?Jant £ac~ .'llJU'.st b!;l ~a,r,t' ill II!ili:d 

const..a:ntls,; name'l.y,,. tbst .. ~b:H prophet is, not -spe:a:i~-t ng -~:rt a11 ,i:ridi:v'i:d\iaJ, .o.it 

f .er e.n ind,i~.idµ:a 1., Re sp.l;l:8-.:l!:~ -to the pe9ple, .end. for the .J?c~'o,flll.~ . .,, ,et-s -w,e_ii 

a .s '£-or· G-od. Thei:-a is :i:io tl~fi'tlite s:.ts.teirient. there-fo.re, ot t-h~ _pr·~ ·he.t .J s' 

YrilH-nu __ ,nes,s t .o a-ec:e:p. t lU:s rn __ i._s S;,.;._!' as· the m·· . t"b1.· ca :6. a· "'d 13· '" ..., o ,.,. ,...,,.,, , . : ou. • -u~. e . · · o~ : ,; • ·ol'fl'l&;v;e.,.,,;· • .. e 

ha:ve attempted to ·pro~, th.&t ~-ha p(t;ophet u·se.d ·the exper-ienc~'S of a Je~e-- · 

i mi:a:h, e,nd' ungou~tedly th.o~e-- O'_.f ,l:ih own· !:ifJ:e, v,hioh .no doubt w.er.e- ~imi'la:r: 

to tho$.$ o.i Je;r~m'i$h:, ~d ha.d· :yj,0-v'e.n a fabr.ic -e.ompo.s:e!i of, hoth• strands. 

Then he )lad t .~kE3.J1 thi' s, pri,,;p:h~Ft'i-c de,sign or· life .and .exa.l·tea ft ·as a proto-

1 type •.for tlae, entire r;tati .. m. In h-i...!i vtor-'ks~ ls:t~i:!l c-ollectivellf bec0'1fte,s the 

proph~tc pf ;[.a,h,11en., ~nJl itil s\\-ffe.rings a.re: a. dUplic.fl'tfi,. but 'in .a lar..ger 

sct~P~, :Ill!' t~e pJ1r·se~:utiGi1,s 'boP<ne p-y· t ,h!e. ·1iH;;13sel'i~Etrs Qf the 1-ora,. How.

e-yer, w'.itl}i;n the f iQ.;Qr.io 1Q£ Delltett•b-I,saiah '·s wordt.s 'it is: p-0s-d :ble to, dis-. 

4etn the :it.1di11 i d':i.~al 1thouthts ,o'f' t .his pa.rtic'u~·a;r pr.or-h~t, a!tld mor.e oi"ten 

than not,, t .b. r -ea lize. th!3ir similati:ty ·-to t.h:at of Je,remiah. Goin,g, u-p.o.n 

tni's a.as:umpt.ion. 'Vl.e.; :pr.oe;eed to see.-1.c a-n ~ ,svter lo our ·q:u:est,ion of Deu:t~ro.

.I -saia.h-1s -wtlllngne.,s"s · to a ·ssu.ine. -hi:a mts,a'io1l:, by mem s. o£ tmpli-oatton-s i-n

herent -vritliin the. ~etsea spol<e.fi'I £,or. 'the nat-ion, 

AlreadJ[ vii t:h-in hls f 'it.st chapter, we r.ead: 

b •-,/ou announcer of ~ood ,tid:i.ri'g;s.,, Z!.on 

Go up ln.t:0, the h·{tfi mountain. 

o. Jetus·ale1IJ, , wh.o announc,a.s, -e;oQd ticring·s, 

Lif,t , up ',yqt1r v oice. with st~eng'th;· 

Lii':t lt. up, don't. he a,fraid, 



,, 

S'a,y ·to. the oitie,8 ,0,r Judah 

i;B. h ld .. ,, 
~ : Q y;o~r Go'd •. 

( I :i;. ,40.,.9) 

The prapb.1:1·t ,., p.$r,b:ap.s S:'f>e.a king, cri-rect ly lier nimse 1':f' i in£.o·r.:t11>s. the, ~-tty ·t-o 

.gladly as:Sum.e it\s 'ti,ew mes:sa_ge of hope, ·an-d •-p'Foµp;ly to ho,as't, of the fact 

th~t it ·;s r.ep.resen.t ·tn-g none ot.ne.r t ,11,an God t.Iimselt. f.'ith nbbJ.l·:i:ty- and 

the digntty 0£', his p9sHi;;I:rn~ the, w.r,o~liet •t~lhi thr:J, P.,eopl~ to, p.rottdly 

peint to Goo \'lho i,s their h"'elper.: ir:aehold your G~4 !11 It j.9 tio·t . dJf•r ·a.

cu1t er illo.m,ic;~l t ,o, t .a'•ke the .ne:.xt s.tep, and, lo s~y. t .hias·- w,a.s t·q~ S'i'n"" 

c:~re ~eelirrg ,of the p,ro.~_he-t. htms.EHf. Thh· -was h-is r..eao•ttD.n' tq se·r:vin,g 

God .. ,Th,is y,~&. ~n· -e.xp_r·es·s'i.on· of' hi,s pe,rsona.:1 r;rt·d~ 'in ;~:v.in~ 'bt,te:p ~hi:,~ 

s.e-n· \h!::! Eved- tahwah, :bhe sa·r:v~YJt' of' the Lo~a:. The in,spirat ~on ·~i'.la." 
. --~---' . 

t:li~v ar.e .8 nati!>TI o'f p:rgphets an:\ ·vii. t~tn thpr,n :s:hou.l<i, bt,?.:Nl the S:~Pl8· S'8ri$f;l 

of re'verence j of love,,~ and o'f j oy in 8$SUm'5.rig, .God i:,s Ylork,. ~Sl is: pit-e's(;Jnt 

within Deut.~ro-Is~l:ah' ·s .cwm heart~ ls· it not possible- ··that b:~ i's ,spaak~ng 

fr-e1li, pE;l-,r-son~l •~xperience, 11hen l ,1~ p1e'Er~.s wl.t;h the p:eo,p.iac'! (G?d sp~J1-kmg 

tbr·~u:gh the prophet\) 

'Oh th~t you 11ould he.apke.n :te ·my commandmep.t .s ! 

Then wau:14 your pe~:ce ·be a.s a. ri"1er, 

And your rignt~ous,ness ,a,s tlie w~v.es of' the sea.t 

{,rs. 48.18) 

and, t-nat in• hi.a yii,ltiri,g, ·acc!i''P.t(!.;:t,,ce ~f God is tnissio.n, he 'MS if'ouna: jtrs•t . 

-~eb a peso$ witA1i;n ni~ .soull 

Nei:t~er is his pe1.~$Pn·~·1 acqe.pt.anca, ,or· t.he: ac~ep.'\'J.anc.e. l\e. is trying to 

t ":e ,n."e·.o·_·p·l-"' based up. oti iil'rior'lmo.tf· or -~,aivete, in c cn:1:ju11ot ion ·w•ith !'6-stet,: .~ll'tb?lg u .. .., "' 0 



the task a&.signed. Re is 0.nly too con,sc1ous , of' t.he hardshi--ps , and so"1•1-

trying suffering which the aervi.:nt of Ga.d must endure. Being out Et mor

tal.> end his, peop'le bein,!;, hut fle-sh and hlo.o'd, he knovrs. fi>nly t:oo well 

thnt the burden is too great to be borne '?Y ordinary men . But those 'Who 

are· singled out f ,or, t'~. J1rophet'ic -role, are not ordin~ry men, itl the S:ense th,at 

t h~y. receive divine aid in t heir mission, and tbey kntjW thet even in the 
(v 

inist- of the ragi,ng ·fire-a of hate that will seer their flesh, God will be ., 

eve;- prese-nt in their hearts, ever helping , ever comforting th,em. If ever 

once their brain •will rebe.l, and cause them to peuse for even a moment 

bec(}'l,tS8 of overwhelming diffioui t i .es, they ,are positive tbet their heart, 

will call back, end insp1re them aneu, with: 

F,or the Lord Vl'ill help me.,. 

Therefore I have not beell confou,.--ided; 

There.fore I have, set my fao& 11.1<:a a flint 

And I know that I s hall no.t be ashamed . 

(Is. 50.7) 

How like l.'5' the, above to Ezekiel I s det.erinination to be stro.ng in 

the face of a l 1 odds, 

As 8 dierno.nd har,.der tmm· fl.int have I made your I'.ovehead, • •• 

and how different f .rOl!l the -wea·krie.ss of ai Jerem,i:ah., who cried ~ut in 

I have become e. constant butt of laught:er, 

Ev~ryone• mocks me •· 

As often ~s I speak I have to complain of violence 

-and a'tluse • 
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Deuf.ero-~saiah ~8il t.n~t Vlh'ioh ni.s llllrophed; i~ f:ather 11 Jer.erni~.h ~l~ O 

itql:fw 'But re:fu·s--ed· t ·p, ~c·pept,. ,vtthout: objee.t'i.on '; l!amely.J ttu\•t' the i!)di'l7ig.u:~l., 

or e. pe.ople, once c·l;l.p-sen b;y: i'ah\Veh t .o he .. eome li-i,s ijge1tt, loses 'hi.s iden'l,i'b"1 

a-.s r-e~arcls ·pe,r-s9pe. l ,de.si;r~ ~, ,c O:tn.f,or't., afiid p el'ac.e. Th.ere i~ !10 'f, ~ghtl.ng 

the de.st:iny to whicti ol;)e hes be.:en a,ss'igne-d. 

wori:a 1 tb,~t "l'lhieh ("fod ,~s- .d.t:1.cre~a f~r lti:tn.. 

that .<;)nl,y add.:S :to hi.,s nd.sery . X.h..e. .m:0re s~.n.sible t Wing i •s. to ~.ecept wHii·ng·ly 

t..he role, and. lt1·s'e e.n·e •· a s~lf.. w;,:'thiii. thi:s'; ini.ce.pt .. e.d rgle. De:ut·e.ro-Is.a.f...a!ii 

11-0 -<io:ul;!."\; ·!qi~ o!' J~·~ ,tni~li •~s a;oeouTit of tlhe 'Pot~EY'r \..Jar -. 1a .• 2J And ~ kne,1 

even tnor~ "G-h~p th.i.s ~ He. kn01•1 ~hat ri\ii:c,'h rl'Etr'e.:mlah· r -ep.eat.e,illy t-ef'u~ed 

t .o accep:t- D,e:ctt$'.r.o,-IsE:fi'a Fi tme:w better than t..o e,h:a1fonge· tm t , whi ch 'is G.od 'a 

'Will. 'l'.he,fe. ea.n' be. c:>nli9' ,a<reep,ttmce. ot lii:in e'nd His vtays: 

Woe, t.o one who. ·quarrels Vli.t,h his .Maker . .._ 

Woo, t ·e i:,.he t:>ot y,-ho~ qµarr-elsvti~h the_!~s'\-:li;_pn:er-o~ eert'h-l' .,. ~ .· 
(Emend .;\ H ,111e. .~ .c , ,,. to,/ » H-.. ,c. - ,, t :"l ,.,; ) v _.J 

l T 'T 1._ , .,. -- · ,? t,"'"T-' "-i ;,.:-:__,. \, 
~ + • _!.:,..)r-._,, , I, ' 

·Shall :ttle o.i~y say· t-.o · ~tfu w lfo- ff.a sh ione.d it : 11'1fai. t 

·ber;~•t? 1 

@x, i9, a wamafi ; 'Why do Y.J?Y. tt•.ivEi· :I? ir'!,h? ' 

'.there i~ no ·quesit'irinil'lg the itl'e:v<i::~abl~, M .d tt:e· p-re·-or-da-ineq,., Nqi- is 

, 'ti.here' a ;t\i.11 un4ers,tandiri,S, of it. How can ~ mor,ta 1 e'V~F under1>t~,nd., 

that to :asisa.me 'h::is mL-s•ston ·f.l·s a~ Ev;ed Yahweh-a· .serve:n,i; ot the L0rd--



1 mean,,s, corrsi!:l'Jt'ti s1:1ff~ti:nD'-: 
~'?., 

Tba"' 'hs m'1'· ,,,,_}•'"' 1 • v ta•n; S>t;te, ni,s see.i;l.,. :p't;'olt;>\ll[i; [ d,s. da;fs~ 

And. t'ha1; 'the· ~urj;>o..se of· -th:e harg rnigl;it, Iito~er-· 'QY 

his hana •. 

G'ed , kri.oyrin ii;· ~l l. t hin,~s., ·t .s c.on sc fous i;;,f th.:i;, fac.t" too, that Bi~ pe:op.1!3 

do .ttot under s.t~na Mi•s ~1~ys•, H.-ow irotii~ that, R.i:~ very_ ~ecen*s.1 '\;-w •"1.e/cy 

l;!er-vantcS wnom He, Ya~weh.~ heel ·chosen. p~r,so.na.lly, we-re, 'in re~.H.t.y- e,s 'blittd 

b 1 ind ;,nrd fq ~ isM Dig ,he :r:i.ot, c $!1'Sts:rrt;.t.y cnt!l)? la i'.n an g: ,:de~ot. th~ Jus t ;ice 

of' ff.im of whom t'~~r~ ean be no .d:o:qJ?~tng.? ~nd n·0.-w tl1~:\} .a~ hatl cqo $'ecir,a·~.etl 

· a:n ¢nt it!3 n~tion• a,s_ l:!:~.s ,si;l.r"?.~ t .s:, t;}:l:~y , t-00., w!3r~ .as · b.'1 ind ancl Et,s da.a,f" 

a .. s Hiis. ·tnd.i.viiai.lEtl J'!li oph~ts w1ip h.t:td s~t•ve4 Ht~. ~ltt l ~Eir"' .ust su-.c>h lfOJ;-d,t · 

.dde"s D.eut.er,·Q.~l SB..itlih_,. in ·spi;re(l h,y r ~l'uv.e,h,-~ a.rrn,i;,un.ee to th~ p ~aple. ~l'.l. d ye.:t, 

within thefu we may a·:itsoern.• ,a,p .in!ii~resti,r1g _p·hei:iotQetion. Out11tn,•p.iy- tb,.e 

Ati.d l o.o~, yo-µ 'bl in~, tht1t you may see·. 

'Who, h ; b 1 i Jfd,. but'. my seii:l)'ant..7 

Or deaf, but my, me·ssepgij,r t-he:t I send? 
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1 
Who -is pl~n:d (but he, tha:t. is pet& off'',) 

Ana deaf, b.ut the Lor.d ' •!i se,:rvan-t-? {~m:e:u~ .,_, 'l1 t-o f!t, ') h_ ) 

See in,,g· ·tna,"mt th,int:S 

Yo\t• d.on ' t ~o.-i1ce.:iV'e t ne-ir impor-t. 

Opening th:1;1, e.a:r->s, lie· he.i r -$' not. 

In·de,~d., fi;"0m oi' old ~ ou~ ear was no,t . ope,r:red,; , 

For 1- kn~vi tI,;at - y-w, wouhl. d~i.al ~ery f;r:eacliei-ous1j:, 

A'!Jd ,y~u:, w~r.:e cal.led ·a t i::~'q:~·tre.a$'6t' fr.om the 1womo. 

mis·sfon: .fro,m·the ye•r.f mcmieriiw he wa.s able ·t'o t 'hin k a :nd to fa.el i-atfonaily,. 

ilor is it' un Li!rely t'fl:ijt he o:&jeoted e:na· fdught ,of.f. his B:e,spons.ibi,Hty even 

t hfn ,. a:i t;h,~·~ v~'!:Y early 4~te. ifof is it iri'fpa-ssible to ·oeltew that 

.pe_rhap.s, e,ven 'Deute~--o ... l:sa iah,, ·w.hen i'irs·t co-nsc i.~us of hi-S: miss .. i:.oti, al so

t ·l'\fild,., by d-~vtou,s ~am~, to e,,rade H. liu't .after t -b.e.se lnward atr.ug•g'les,, 

an:d a,:f:'ter f.he-se- monent-a of .de~air· -withi, the.it' ·~d~:a'i'ning: p.?ri'ods o,f dea!'--:

nes,s tp ·God's- -words , the:1:te :invi;fr"i--sb.ly• fG;llowe.d a pe··rtod of in'l;iJ•itipn tl'?J.3 

in'~pira-&iori, 'li,he . .p:.owe:r of.' ·'\•1hns,e lignt ~ ie.r-ced ·e'vetJ '§he dar\Qie''s :s of the . 

i'i'!.divi"d:ual soul o.f: J:ere,mi&h,, Deu'terc- Jsa-i:ah,. E!.n4 the collective .soul ot 

:I ¢.;h:e •p,e,ople . ,And "wh.en· this-' beam p-0inte9, a .. n4 1'i t up the path, that le.d 

· ·. - the ·1:ora•s servant; b.ot.n individv.al ond .n~-tiotj~l 
ba~l~ to ~Od, e.nJl, lti.s v,1,il l, ---·---~--':"' --

I l .Dpul;)tftl.1 i.£ origfrm l 



Jn·a.,; -a-s so'Oll ,a-s thts· mil"agle took;-~lane.,, 

• •,I -w.as riot re.b.eU'.j,,ous 

{Is. 5(}.fi_a) 

The f~~r, t,he drea:d, 'the dl3sp~•ir, t 'ne. hete, the., object.ion:--.t<? :ee:rf~m G,od'·a 

1'/n.1, i~ but th~ r$-s:1.fJ,,:t, p:f ·A hum~n mind:, vihieh i,s S•O very sm·EYll,, SJ'ild .SQ' v,e,ry 

In tiee..-1it~r it Wl'l·S on1~ t'ne mystery. of &od'ii pfirpose ·that cau;serl .the 

p:h,,p-he't i,0 sthfo .do'mi into the r;looar/ 0:ep.'\iilts.: ;I:r .on 11, ·tae wciuld haw 

reeellinr.1 wi.ith divine. pride• tha•t Hi-s se·h .an.t w~s, nol,l~ e,.no1r; h t ,o 0'inter

ced¢ ft!r tne tre:ns;gre ssor.:s, 11 •e.nd , a.ll thEt t .~.rne f l.ann'ihg to. i:m.mortal.i'.Ze the 

:gropl'l;e.t·, f:or it wa,s . G6d I s: ~po:ss. ,to, 

• •• a.1v,ide him a poriH..on, amptJg t\:t,e ,gr.e!lt,. 

And he shell .aiv'ide tli~, sp:o~l •w:i\h the ri)l_gh ~:y-:, 

(Ia~ ·5~ . 12a) 



Arrd -we s nu,r.ine:r-_ed 'W'i'b'h. the t:r l.\;pagr,essor s; 

Yet he. bar-e t ,h~: .stn o:f man~,, 

~'nd. inter.,ee~'-a.. ~,.. ......... ·L-. 
(;l~ .i:· .,.. ll,ll:! :t,rahsgr-e·s.s·e:r.s:. 

t her.e'b..y, ~xh'.ib'itinij ~ ln eddJ t'i.on 'Ito a ~eat f."ai't.h cana a aev-0tad J..o.yalty, 

,f..o.rthy .o·f hls. m.i .s.si:. on.,a hear..t t~t -w~s lar~e e·no;i~th to c·ontain a lo.ve for 

all his, pe-ople,-... cnd a s:,u·il. 'W~rilihy r)'£ .tto&?- Ocie.a Hie above re.fer to Jere

m·i~n!. -To Oe:u:tere--.I,sai..ah'l To .Je-su.~~ Or t •-o the p.e:ople) I .si'ael, ·wlio a,m 

stll1 bar t n:g t ,t1eir s . .0;1,2 ts to·.•q;_(,:J~th..1 ~IJ,Jle 'b;$E'k i.n.~ t,ki'e, sitis of t.m. many.., and 

.for it e!l, b:!'}il'lg un:unfbet-Efd Tii:t Jt t~~ t .rar-i sgress.orSc~'' 

It ts. b:e.yon~• 'th~· .e$p.e1e.i.t.y and ;s-tre.ngt h. .of a :man· o:r :a .nati on ta beer 

, Ye.t t :h':Ls yert bH,te.rne .. ss-, on·e.e· h~vi~g., l¢1''t: 'the· li~s rft· ~.0d• s iferve.:-nt, bears 

115..'fih tt 'i:nt:0 . ~n!'i-nite s,};1~•oe the blac'k elou:as o!' nis soul. 'Qftci-e. re.I'te-v.et'f 

:or· th_eµi, there is· room ~ga.µi .tol' the; li_~b.t- to shine i:n•to his he&rt. .And 

with •th.j..s, 'tj,g:µt, fr,Qm God,~ t here .co,oo.s the warm:b.h o.£ ,.a.s.sui'Etl'lee) 

Y~•t,, ~~re:Ly uzy" rtg~t. i ·~ vtith '!)'he. L.or.d 

And my· r.ec:ompe.nse, wlth !flY' '(:tod .• 

(ls. ~9.4b) 

'rhi!3 f.s -the at:1sl'l6r that- fl na-t,io:I'.) of se~v.a:nts· .give,s t,o 'its'el!':, and Ls .similsf 

,1,,h·:8· ·t •n·s11t.v idu.' .al ser-van~ f!Jil'rl·¢· to·, ~itn:~1!' • {.Jar . 12 •. :;J :to t\1~ an~er u u.. _ 
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Is De'l,ltero-Isaiah willing t-r,i accept his miesion? Most cer tainly 

he i:s. Arrd more than that, his is an acceptanc.e based u_pon reflection. 

His is an. acc~ptance llith .ful l \mowl~dge pf the, tortures in store far 

him, but mQ"st inspiring i .s too f'act , that his i s e.n acceptance vihich in

its ~e!·y fa·lth and trust,- ,exalts ''l)hi:l- m.iss·t :pn · ,it •fissumes .• 

From implicat-ions contained :within i;hese verses that, so .often refer 

to the pe0,ple colle•.ctively, we deduce : 

l. That Deutero-Isaiah willingl.y essumed. his, mLssion . {Is. 40.9) 

2 , Persecution streng"t;hened his reliance ~nd f~ith in God. 

3 . He understood and ac.cepted (p.erhaps ·only l ~ter) tb~ 

persecution that became the lot Qf a prophet . (Is . 53,10) 

4., His lo;v:e fo:r · hi:;i o.eop1,~ 1oauss ·d· him to Ltnpress' upon 

them~ his di.vine message qf col!lfort 1::nd hope. 



Sl,lmmW.-y ff£ C,}lap.t.er II . , 

In a.1'J'Swi;;r t o t :l\e. qut!l•s:t ,t ,cm,,. '11I,s he. D,lie .p~opb.eil ,tUli;i:1g to ac,ct:!pt his 

mi.•ss. i e.n.i 11
• ·;v·~ · $i,Y. s·af·e.ty- a,s sume t.h~t : 

l. The ~:rophe;t f'~~ls th.1:x:t On'tI8. Yahl'1.en has' 13p_ol'.,:e,n to hi1D., 

he has no .a1~t:e'rli:etiv~, but t.r:,, _obe-y· fl:'ls. comtna:nds. (&6me 1;>'rofbf!ltSt e.sp.,. :Ye,r

,elmif.lh., .a.zie r.e luc.ti.hit 'to a:s,s_ull'.e ~l:)..e'i.r mj.s,i:i:-i~'O at fb's:t b.ecause of a:ntic.b'8.ted 
+ Ji.' 

i nevi. ta \de: 

2 • Yah\~eh fs the ·ir,:r,:e sJ.;s·ti:i;,t~ :eJ1.u ~¢ p, , lllJd pr'Ophe syi'rl·g is the 

e,£.fe--ott (whetihe.r. he a;!:lsir1;1•s0 ~Q ,4,0 sQ,• ai !:iJ.d :rsaie.h~ or n·ot; a:s 

S • The pr 9p.~e t :' fl l t)·WI :f gr b is• pi;i;op l:e. wt U. of1-;en' ~ause h-im 

to, i._~teirq_ede wi-th Go:a, on t ·h~h; b:elwl{'.,, o't< ~Q: la:_1nn'it the ,ser,E)r'ity of his 

, mes-s.a,ge t '.O• t'hew, (wt-th ~h~ e-:x~.:f~:p.ti'ori .o.f' 1:1r::riah) , or -to bem.oan t .~ •ir ee,r.te'in 

de'S,tru!;!t.ion,,. ~.ut et ,Pt'> ' poi:nt',, M>· '/.ti'$ of. the, tiro.p.he't-ft, -with tJ:ie 1 os.si1'Je. e~

,cEi t 'ti,qn of J~.r~,mi:~~ , in'timn.\e t,h,n-t be-.c.aµ.se i!lf.' the~t lo~e f .o.r th~ p.r-of le, 

t be:;r $~ .e uriwi tl,i ni· to .~¢0 ~:El~ t :ti.!?. it mi ~ti'i c;p ,s • Pr:rr ~'otiJll, d~Hf we ha. s· no 

oe,1ifring in, t.liie mat •te,r- ,or .•f'll1fiH~n.g, ,the, :t,~sk ~si.;il 'ned to a. pri:it-het, b~r 

G·od. {E:zekiei"'s: lo'lie, fo.t h'-is, pe0t1.le· t~nds to ·~a;usEt hitn to incr:ea-:s.e t .he 

:r.-e.spon si:btli.ty of' hfi!i. ozf'~g'irial mi..~sicm. ) 



o,..Ap·" .. 1-r-r 
9~ · ,l,(.e,r · · '"" 

H0w do H:i-.s :Oo:nt.e.mperal!'tes :React to ·n·i· ,:u- . . 
And H -~ o·· - u"" · · · ' a - 1,1s-age, 

' ·· · :. 0 · · .pe.s "'-" i~ 'rµl".n Re,e..:ct .. t ·o The-ir · ' 
:At-tit.ude.. · 

J.. ~o~ 

At Be:thei, a ·p~•~p,be.t d.lw.ed. io g hel:l&y -a. ·:W,r''ie,~t • 

T~n Ama,z.i-ah t'he prie~t o.f. .B'eith:~l $e?;1t 'f:6 .Je,roboe.m ldng 

·0£ I.~~~~l., S·~ ·iri'g t ''Am~!'/$ has· c:znsplre(l ,aga!l1,at, you tn 

t .he· .mi'tld, of· the ho1_1&e of l~~,i the 'i:~ncl b •no:f, able 

t .9, 'l:l$al' all his ·\'iot',q.s. For thus ~y·s: .:Amos: 

Je.ro'boQtn ~na·ll die by t ne($W0,'1:<l~ 
' 

,Ana 1$.~ae,"t, s.'nall surely b.e le•d 

-Av,ey Qapt i::ve ·on-t ot hi:s land. i 

Th,e.n Alp~z'i~,h. aa,1;d to Am!il.s·: 'Se.~r j go.,. .fle--e. il'W~Y :t ,9 

the 1~11d o.t, Ji:td~h . and th'er.e· ~-llt. breth:f, ,arid prophe~ 

t~~re • But df n.ot p,:r;0,~h~sy a_gp.i-r, a,t llethe..l, for 'it 'ia 

the 11:ing.' s sa~ct:uary, {omit /'t. \t>) ~n.tl ·i t_ i ,s a (r·oyal 

hou·se _Gr.p .s ;))CQr] (n:at .ian~l. shrine ($~-e };forga~stel!n 

·r.efe_rence)) 

worn 11\1:~t.'i:c in coritempt. He, o,oridescEi.nd~d to speak to M:liI in an indulg.ent 

to11e, bwt' hi~ word:s 'petr.~y~!:l- hi~ til.isdatn I •teer, flee a\'9sy to ,the land 

l,lf' JudR"h:, a,n'til 't\ler:e ea~ t-hy. bread -and there. pr..actd;ae the profes,9ion of 

v prophet; 'btlt at B.e,t~l p,rop~e.·s¥ never ag.ain.:, for it i 's a r:oy:aJ ,earictu.ery 

Sil'Jd -~- n~tional shripe··•' Rere .Alriaziah appl~ed to .i\m:cts. both tE1c'l:i.niQ_,u., 

tetm~ for .prap:b,t,. (c ,-,,.J· and ij ➔ · fJ 'i' 11tofe;o~e..-., he ah"(1Ji~d. ~y his• 



cy-'ni@,i s_;ug~e.S:tiot1 that A'mO's. should p·r.a·ctiae his pr,a~et;.1; profe:s.a:bn 

b~c~ in his atide.en h.o~~ and tnu,r ear:rr ~f e live1il1Por.l, tha'.1; he reg..-rded 

. Au.:io.,s1, .a,:s ,a: malt~r ,of cour.scS ,. as 0.11e 0£' tfioie ty;pieal, deg,en,,z:-at-, pr.o

£ess-ion.,el '.pt"ojp'het,~ of th~. ijay., who1~- IJ'.l.fima~y, en ~01e· inte,r.~st t~ 'tbe,ir 

pt.tlfe's':tion vl~s merely i~t it, w~~ ff1t th!'im a a.cu.roe ·or 1:$.velih~od e~rn:ed 

by dev.icrus ¢rrd \1iuea:t!onaote, -i:nethode. Obvi..oualy :he. &l)ti.c ipilted f'r·om 

. 4.mo:s imm~1ti~te•1 unques£io,:jin,g, C\iltrf.qrlnity· t.~ :hh ·e:pillinand. Ie.ast .of ~11 

_: d-i'd h!& e:~ '.ect. any rep-ly to hh w.ords-,. a_l'ly c:~l'lel)ge to, ~is a,~thor'ity. 

, T-0 'him t.his w,as a more or 'le,ss eVf?z:!f' da,y a,f£e...i.T,. ~ot,het•~ ~tdinar~/" ins-
1 

tano(;) .or 'b·iddfo.g a proph:ei hot to propl}esy. 111 

-Bu\ Al.llP.$ knew· t-ha:t f.Jl:tidallientally 'he 11as ~he very ~ntitl'.;~sis of 

,th~ prof'~s.$~6n~l pr9ti'b:et,. 11The)"'efote• l:te a-o:uld .a'n4 trlUat r.e,l?lY. t:·Q Am~z.iah, 's 

.. app-li~~.ti~IJ to b,ig,• ri>f '\he' ;l;it.le.s /c) "?J al'ld. S,-~ 11: in t:~ mos't abs.ol.11-.te 

Ml'd, unqJj,:a1ifieq, ,men,ne?' t'ba,j:, 1:le· w.a,s ho-t at .ali1 a /r._i "?J er onfi -ver.ae'd irt 
2· 

ttte tecbrd.que.. 1of· pro.pJi:e.¢1y.-. .•• -,i .4mo,s fipolce :w.tt'.h t :he. authO'r-it,y' of' a 

1 

:p~rs,ot:ra,l ·call d.k.Ei·c,tly t.r-nm -Yahweh .and w.t.tll t 'h~ aµtht:>'tiiat•ion t ,h.at. ·ts 

e:.ont.aiine.d in stic,n. -a coli:ll!l'is$ibJ.'l ~ No :dotibt ,4m~•ii,ah 1$,·s- :w~unn~:d i,~11?!· Amoa 

·dare..d to e.ilswer- rr:im,, 1fffid le~·st a£ !;lll dig he e;Xpedt• 

L. t I .(_·r....~t ) .., •'.•I•). I am no ~.roptfetJt nor a ;grcopu.~· :~ s,on uUl,I, -.#~, .. 

But I am a -!fbephera, ap,d. a- df~~s~r o.i •ycai:nor·e tr.ees;. 
. (E~tJd "lj) •~ -to ll J) 1J ) 

Ana thtl Loi·.d :tqok ~ ~om £-o'Iio,1fng the i'loc·k, 

;Jna the. Lo~-.d. aa i'd t;-o lJ'l8, g.o l . . { 

= h · .. ,,..,,~ili\·s· t = ' p·e··ol'rle Is,.._ ... ae:l., (Ente .. . n-'°· : /'t 'CT.Of·· esy ,,..Ii>.,..,.,,, : "'!J · . ,r- ~,, - u 

·(Ama,s 7..l4>'l.5) 



Nor dee.s .Amoa: ·aono I-µ4e 

stern I s reconst·!l~ot iori 

his l!)e,as.ag~ 'i'r.·om that, ot tfie, pJ:>ofeui-orral ,,,,..,...p· '.L--t. ""d ,. 1,. • . . ... · r.-.,.., Hti , ,a., e.speo:i.a: .,,y t .o pro-1 . 
duce flis source anq aut."'Qr'i .. a"t 'io..n. s· •-

1~ .. · e .l,Sllio .$ o .o,n,t tnue $. :to "S
1
pe.ak: 

Will two -w~llc t .:og~t•h~•:r, 

Exc•e,et :t.n~y- have a-greed'♦ 

,.,~~'l l "~- ·~ ion r-'o,Ji:r. in t'.he for~st 

Wheri he· ·nas, tio pr~'y1 

Sh~ll the, :ttor,tl ~·e 'glQwr, i;l'l the' ~ate (Ein&na )) 't ;> ta >et i,) 

And: the peop,l_e r1ot t;rewbiet 

· (Airl.Qs 3:.3:,4','Ji) 

' 
11·The argument, i~, of" oour.se'", that ~-~ ef:f~et, ha'pp.e·n~ ·~.i'\;f)Q.iJt. it.'s· cfause; 

OJ~', more .s;pe;ci!'ically, noth3.;_ng, tre,.n~pi,res tn this l U'e 'l'Vli.hi:>ut i:t.s i.n'i

tle.tf!f.g• O§i-use::;, ·ther-e£'?re, 1f ~ome ,event-, oond'i~ i .o~ gr ,ph.i,rnom~tf;'be.ci,• s 

manifest:,, 'it -l-8 :not t .}1at it C8:Jl!8 ' e.b.o,u,t of its own ,a.ocor-d, wltgout cau,se 

nomeru:m thei) t;h.e init'iat.in~ caitse on 'force mus',t be inqufr.ea aftec!\' ■ • tr 

~he~eftire on.e ~ sue~ as he ·.for axamp,le., spee,t ·s ·.as a prop Fi.gt; n:. -must not 
. - - ' 

be i~magJ n~d' £p·r o.ne niomeii,t tn:at he i ,s sp,ettking <'>'rrlf ~eon his 0:wn in'i-

t ia ti ve ~nq ~oliti9n, 'but Jt must· be ·def'init . .ely 1inders:t.ooa:· thst he 

.~peaks ·a.s a prophe•t f?l'ily be-cause Ya'ttwe:n ,ha,.$· ,sp.o~en f'il:'st to, tiim,. a:o!;l h~ 

l has, rio -l;l1t~rna•tive w~ieve·r. but irt tµri,n. to, 11pea,k ,Qut ;~ .{I 'Yahweh' ,s .,.ag.~n,t; 

. ' ·, ·,12 
the 1e££~.ct.. !l]j.\st al:W.E\Y's;: :£'tow frr.e,:fi'St.5-:b ly :ol,lt of the c-aU;s~-• •• -

',L'.he11 co.~ ,s tihe vi.v·td ·parellelisro·: · 

---·-------
1 M0,rg-..en,sterri, J., "li11!.os S'tudie.s, 11· •Voi~ i. P• 64 
2 lb.id. it p. 3.:2, 



''The lfam has .ros.r.e4~· 

Who will :tri:it reari 

The· Lor'Q has ,spoken·, (Omit ~i~, )· . . .. . .. 
'A~o s 3 ,.\8.J 

ln r.ep1y to t/tte· urgen-t command th$t ·~~· ·r,1esi;st ·.ft-om prophesying; Amo,s 

:~iyrpJ.y but eoncl-u.si,;e ly states that it is, i.mJ?.e>.s',s·ible· ..f¢1r hlin· t ,o. ob~y. 

thh ord~r. ~eu if h~ s·hou:Ld' oho·o•se t :G do ·so_, Ji;, j .$ •utt~•x:l:y im

poas::ib,l~,, to~ one te wll,om Yahweh h~e spoKep ,. to re :s'i..st Rl;,s rl'.ord. 

•,~}.i.:l'Vi;/h is ··t,:h~ ·irr~•s-i.1r!i'ible. c~use,. and his Fr 'aph~·$Y'i'ri,g .t,~ t Ji~• 'i.rievi

talt le ~rf~;c.t .· .f'lovi'i~g t .here:from.. ·Tlia~ a:lope ·o~.n b~· the t.:r:ue «n,p. full 

i:nfp:'Ci:Pf. . o,f his., 
1
•~1:emve.h ha·s s.poketi; who v:ill n,oit pr,ophe.i:i.¥,;.' i.e., :wti.:o ttan 

:ee:ft1faln, .evell un.der\ t!he most eitr.eme oond.it i ,on s an·d in th~ f..ace of 'l.~e 
l 

·mo s·t imperat.ive: e,rohi.b i:tlion f'~olll' ,pr9phe 9rlng • tt· 

Amas 3 •. 8 is, tn ~e.a.lity:, o.nly a:. demcrli.atna-tion of the-' 1'rophet 1 s - . 

we.rran:t of" .d i:vlne •e.utlici,rHy to, pr:ophe.sy,. T~ re~l woed is ye-t to· oe 

,spoken.. Und:l?u~te_o,ly tt .~:pp:11.e,s. ·be.th to Am~fzl~h 1-n ,P&rti.c.ule:r (note. 

t ·b:e, ViJl:r~ 'i>J.J/c •tn ·t~ts ve:r.se 7:.1s·., and 'the stn:gu.1er suff'·tit ill v. •. 11) 

,an~ to the p~·ople 'i?J ge.nenal.. 

:Now t her.efa'fr.e ti.eo.;r, t·ne word. of: M1e· Loz,d ·: 

tou ,s•ay, 

Pr,ophesY,' p_ot •agatnst hriael, 

And ,d:o not ·preacJi , ~g·~tins:t, the 
" . . (Eioond f>l'I< 1 to 

hoJlStl of Jacol:i 
--'r ,.., ' ) 

The~efc►.re thµ;.s, s~y:J the tof-tl.:J 

·tow, -w.i.fe atmll ·l;!.e ~avlsHed lfr th.a, city·, 

. (~·t , l':/t 'J~ I) .. . ·h•,-3....:n ·s .... - ll fal.l 'l:)y .tbe awor.cl viµl. .f :ArJ:d y•our C . ). ,..u ... ,~·. I "l!ZO 



I 
And yo~r l~nd ,Erhall be 'cl.iVided b•r· 1 · .. . . ., 1:ne. 

Ab~ yw Y.O\!.:lf$.& lf a\t~ll lii.e. lp ~TI u_no le·a·il. 18.nd •• • 

(~mQI,! 7, .• 16 . .; 17) 

/One.' 5 tirsi feactien ia tP QQ sn:aeked, bw t:he ,iutveti:ty of the punl-shment 

~.:r-:r.or- •. b.o ma.j ·ol." .t'aot,s :.~re :!:,o tie 1:,,,,.,:-ne· • ·t',n ·m•:,..,._d. T.... . -.P " 
"'~ ;1a Jiu n'l:S . ® •S·S~f;.~ ...,._ ' ~00.Jlt 

$nd de .s"~ructt o:n, ·t,h~gh p~rhaps ·s:~.okefr d:b•.e1ftly to ·an ind'lvi.du~],> irr a 

l)roe.!;ler sense w~s, al'So .ird,El:rj'9"d flor tl\e nation; en~ secondly:, these wcn~ds 

fQtet,elting dest;r,ue.:l;j.;oi1 and 1m:n.ib..ileti0n, :a:r-e. far rn:dre. than p.er. ·s.onal 

invect. ive,• 9t th~ pr-op.he-t-_.'ti,h.e,Y l¢e the VlQr.ds .of Y:ah,1eh, HimseJ:£, and a~e 

be.in~ $'p:O'ken 'QY :His· lllQu:t'hp'iiec;e. ·The ~e.rson:fkl ele.m.erit ·aoEts not ·Eint.e.r .into 

the mat.t,e'.r' of "t'he · roesaege ,: ''Ya':\:meh ha,s· sp~k~n., Wfl:.O ,w,i1l r,~t;. prophe.:sy. 11 

His. iword.s obv'imtS.ly TfJv.e:al .. the .con.tempt; ia1'd :s'~ol1! h6, ,p,o~a~-ueg 
·~ . 

both £or such a oommtU1d .•. e;,s· 'lr@!J ~.s £1/px- 'its c .. om~nder. 1:t wa.s· .n9t. ev.ei:1 , ~ 

in hl s, power to obey such e.t, order g1i:v&; b-y a. ~er•t~l., ·e.veri: U' ,be h:a'd 

deslr'ed to do so. ln: fact,., "Evtin .ip tl\.~ ·£a.ce 1:tf tpe 9q{l!Ilf1u)ds ottru.:i 

:ve.ry, hcighes't eerth'Ly. offlc'ials,.. he. mus~. do Y!ltmeh's, bidd.ing, ·l!l'Us.t i;leliver. 

1[i ... •messa'>:e unte it.Sc ver-V' end, must p~op.P:~~ ~ng pl'":or l:B'sy .s·t'ili i'urt~r 
,• ,., • ' ' · ... .,1, ' 1 

. · f ' 1" •'11 ~· 11 
~ntil hi.s '!ni&$ i:Ol) ifs, coJIJp.lete 1¥· :u, ;1. l . e,u• 

Yet , in spit.a ·o£ ,the hos\.Ue· te9~p.~ion ~iven hlin hy hi.e 11,ontem-. 

·Ero.ta:rie's ,, Amos:, -st-ill ·tdvea the ~eqJ)le· u sin•ce:re·Iy'} t.hb is. evld$r,it 

i. · h. • . . l • • n s wrin.,. whic·h: he plead,s Vii th the L~rd ,on the,r r1 . 1.s· innugu~~ v1 .a10 . _; · · ~ • 

, · . r Ii , ·· : , r~ • ft;;J Ii,,)) When we r.~m~.meex- that :t be se. 
beh.E\l.f' • . (.Atri,ti>S ·7 ~:2,-5 \;·•'"""" lll.d.v, ••· · . . 2 

'Vis1ons were rec.or·ded .after ftis enc~µ,:it,er. wiih .Arna.iian., 'We 1.tre· evE1n 

inore apt , to ma-rvel at hi,s devc;,tion to. 1lr881
•· 



. 1. • 'fh~_t, Amos,, ,..OY>t.t!r · • 
··· ·· ¥ ~, 9.t.npor-ar:1.es rega.t,:ded M:m as ·an 

org.j.:nary pro_f'es;a•i.P..nal P~0.phet:, ~nd n-ence h~ti \1Jl)rd~s:;w1:fre•, not take1:i-

$_eri;ous).'.y. They dj;(l no.t re.ali~e, ;toot Jlmos wa·s ~ n·e,w .type. •df p:r'ot:het • 

.( Amo.q 1..10 .. 13) 

·3. Such, s.,. rebu.rr cf;l,~aed .Amos to. me,t11fi~m the sour-c~ ~tid. 

aui'h.or:iz.at:l •on .and i0 'prov~· the v.~Hdity O'f his me,s·s~ge ( ·Ainos 7 .14, 15) 

bi.rt. in no: way ft.t,g:fi.te,ned 0:t ,,dlscour?·g~a him.~ t~rno.s 3.8-t '7.l.6;17) 

4 .. In spi.~~ ,Qf li~~ reh~-£.., he, pos.siu1S:ed a sine.ere. lov.e. 

i'.o:v M.s raople., w9loh c;iaused' him, t -0' int~o~<ae with Yahvt.e:h, on the:ir 

b-eha.1£ '(Vision:B I ~~<ft. iI, '7 e2•, ·s) 



:rt i.s ©e:ner~lly 0011gede.d- b,,i,,, hoth·· s··.t··•.-1 ... n.t 
.,, <4U-,_ a.nd s c ~olar t/lult. lib.Q.~fl~,. 

l~e all his ec,lle~-gu.es:, ·was an· 'ialien·" 1'!.lnpng •hls own· pe.o.p1:e·, E!Jl outc·~s~ 

in h!"s ri~_:t'iv.e .. ooimnu-rlit:t~,. He li·k·e· .. h.. t-i.• 
.,. · , · · " e ti ,i~:rs,. wais un'd-:nubtedl,y s_o·orned 

I 

·· I ~nq cle·idded a;s :v,ere 0 th.er s',er'!17al'its of Yllb:W~h. Sln.it;:b sub·stan:tia-tes t ,hi,s 

i'.ci'ea end oa's~·~ hi:s POll<;:-lu.s.ion;S. upon " ••• thl;! sw'if-t,. t.rs11 s·Lti.on., t .n.e :frag,--. 

.m~nte.ry., u11bal1;n:cEr~ .. ut't,er.a'oce,; 't-he ~1£ deve'to,p~fd el.lu\$i.ons th~:t ma..ke 

n i-s pr Q!' h:l cy ·s~ 4 lffiou H t .o .t .he cotim,ent-~t0r,. exp.Tea'$ the. ~:f any of. 'th'i,.s 

invta.rd c,ol1i'l,.ict~·11 'Sm: t,n's view~ c;once111i.ng the" ,ll!ept.ijl and phy,i;i~al 

p.e:rse1c.u·t:i . .o.n, illf'.ltcted ulon tae. p:rqphet· a.r,e in ~l.1 probibility oo·rr~c't. 

11!.lone in t.he -l.!11<:htt• of El.' nat.i.on tnat· knows not.. JehovtH1, wl th~t dhcj;ple-

wa,s £'ull of 4ham.e, A"n.d sor-:row-.-yet he- ·lillings to. Is,Iie:el wt-t;h inextirlgulsn

ab le lo~ ..... The. -w.eacr1 ,ye.E>. t: s •r .a-H ori_;, tne si~ris of I s~ae 11-s d is.aoluti~Ji, 

~nd s.tlll his words £1:nd no allldie.n.ce •••• Still the prophet stands alone. 

in hi•s r-ecqg.r,d;ti_on of th·e tru.e cau.se .. 0£· the· mu,lt-ip.1ied a1str-e5.se.s of -Ii-is 
:~ · 

t. · ~ t · 11· ·t i ~·· .i;_a,s1
" t ·"' preach te-nentel!oe "!io .de,af ear .. s.,. to ll~ · l.on, eil,:,, S. l. l _ .J r1.··l:S " t"- v i::- r . . '2 

d~.c l:e
0
re a: jud'.gment, tn wh_io'h only himse-1r· belie;v..e $ .• 

11 In. thi:~ cb'.nn~:ct:iQn; 

~e;-iµ~1y·,. the r-~.ciiQn .01'· J:tose.a 1.s qon·temporar i.e:s t..o the _pt,op~t.•·~ ·mts..s1io~,. 

we · wcmld. h-eve bEien vsr·y;. epprecinti'lte: if. Sm'.~t-n h£id pto'\18,g,, ·bis state.Ill$nt 

w- d·trect quo,ta"tl·-t>n :fl"oill the· ill"ft.in~a· e1r Hose.a;. :hi'ins~lt • 

t.h'e,"'·e·.-.·.· ":"'e. ·some . . verse-s· that. in,t"rn.11 tJ1e t-e·act ion that. lieve~tli.e le s:s., • .... • .-

""' . ., . ,;, t ..,alled f-orit.h fri:!m :th~ peo,r iei ,.,t:ie. me.sse_g_e of th~ p.r.opn.E), , ..., .. 

l?.tead -with you.r ll!9ther., plead; 



(1t~rs. 2 .,0 
T.be yery fee°~ tbat tqe t:)r~-p:het ·lias to i•p;i;~,aa" with ·t'htl. p.eople· -aee_m:8 

cl:ei,arly· t .o i ·IniiJl,y :th~t ·tl'l.ey. turn a d~~.f. .e.~ to' Ya:hJ1eH' s edmoni..tion•a 
❖ ~ • 

a, .. s v o~c·ed t.tm ough t .b,e lI!01:l•th -of' Hosl3n . <f • 1·· tt·1 · · · ·t t..; :a:L ,;,9 ·l . · El, ra . .speo <l(:l:ve ,o,ne 

pe?9le. paid t,.o· tt1a prophet! that h,e is' f .Qr-013..d iti' dl:lc$pa . .ir t.o. res-or:t· to 

threa'l;.s, ·in Q'rder to cat.eh• their •atte:n'l;Jon: 

... :1. will no:t have. me,r-(?,y up1m heJ-· chil,dren;-

'l 
tHQS"1t; ga'6) . 

In r ·eg.ard t.o ·bhe eb•ov.e vers.e, CheY,?Je 9ommencts :that~ 11 :tt. ap,p~t.s. then 
f 

t h-at the .appeal ••.• we s· ,.i'ttere.d n s a forlorn lfope . :n Here tle r~-sponse 

of the peop la tio Ho-sea: •seein-s- vecy s;foilaf to th:e, ne:15:a-t.bce r-eaottc;,rr 

that, me·t .Jei·em:iah,, a-nd' ·tor,ced hitn dffiipairitif!Ily, '.to .den-ounce tJe. 

•·• ,£ooi'ish. peo:ele , and vrith:out. un.d'erstaridfog 

Tha•t h~.vij ~ya s.1 arig see ·not" 

That, h~v~ e~-rs, and. he.er no't., 

· -f'u 1 t l:f ·, ,en to Yahweh's Thei: reb:elliousne-s.s of .ijraeL., an~ th•e'ir l'e s.a. .o :ear ,~ •· 

o~mlli-enas ~~ .,p.rommnoed by ttie· pro_Frheit~ is, cl.~atly:- evid'ent i;q., 

Fo,r Isrse 1 is ;~t,u'J;)bor:ri like a s-tu:bbo,rn 11.e.if.~r. ~•u 

{lfo,s. ,,hl6.a) 



{Jfo:.s .• 4 •. 5) 

'lflose~., 
11 

say:~ Cfle·yne , 11:ol' .c~ur.:sa i:--e·f~rs to the lt>W~r e-~s.{:I or ,prnph~ts.,'tt>. 

WfH>fn p-t'bpl:iEt~lf °I' as s,irnply e :me-an-s ~f l'i'v~l.i.ho-o;C;i, •••. , Jr-1.d. :wn o, ' like tl$ 

_t,irie.st..s., o,fte-n 6'.a:_~· v,iS'ibly ctr'u-t1K to their most ,sele.mn fi:i.f)ct:ion,s ••• !.he 

', 

too, sgTees ~hiatt "these> sre the prOfh~ts; th~ word beiitJ,_g ooiraet!ve, 

who pr,o.sti\uteci -'l;helz:- c~lling for 't'he ia.ke of SU[>:,J;>Ort:; they :w.e~.8 '.i.n 

g·rEtat number ,s, at Ul!:\i:tY t .tme>s;,, •• an.Ii made propf1'.eqy a :me:an.s · of· live.1'ilfoo'd. 

(lll ~, ~bl•. 112-, T}rey Weill ld pe.r,f.or.rll t'ne ir futurt.ion s E:fve n wnne in ,a 

-~ 
·'d:i:-~ke'n· 01'nd 1.tion •. " "l'-~ f.~ect that the people t~tu.$·e.a to· ,li,s:t'_a,ri ~-!ii , 

' • ,. · " "- t '\,:·_e"'· WC'!,_.,,._·:·a .. . s· ,,..io ·a true 'r.lr,o-n_ 'net '1'1f!.$ i.i}. its~,lf c:~'.L\S8 or c!i.er l. ou-s ,I; l ,e,.o CJ~p p "' v;L I;' !" 

t .or •de~pali", b-µt no doub.t •t~ •a-it,~sit.oll -was -agtra~ated in th~, eyes qt 

H · b' ,i..A..,_, •. ~ - ·t ·tt. t . •he · tbe,i d',i<l. b.e,stlr t -hra·rose l '!te-s t tJ t -a¼e hee_q:., . osea_., y, .,1.~e ;i;ao ua W n. , . .r .· . 

• i.- t,.,_ . ~1 ~ 'tae·•i pr-·ophata. It, is n.o't, unlikel;y. they pre£~T:red. to. 11.~~n tCl ,ue . .s:a_ , · ·· 

'b d ab~ \ta,~ have bei;,n. ~espotisible that. ·j~~t S1atch, a .r..ea~t.ion a-s de.s,c.r:i. e · · i!fl " 

for ·t ,h.EI £ o ll.owi:nf.t' de•spondent.: nO-tf:1,: 



-~ p~·~p<le . . a:re i:le 13.ttoye·d· f '(,)J' ladle of knowledge; 

Bec,~u-se. ·fOU tlGVi8 l:°8jeoted. k'.{lo,tura_ge, 

l ·will a.lso •rejec:t you ••• 

(Ho,s •. 4, ... 6) 
11

• ~.Hose.a, ·ti o, less: thal'! Aino~, pTo.,;:,es b.;tm~li' in dir.e'G'.t~pp~isiti~n 

to s_];l the le.<ad$rs bl' t.l{e r!3_ligi01J·!i: tu•~ of'. his na:ti,gni a.nq H~ hia· 

Ju,daea.n oompee:r he ha.d dQubtle ss tt> i·e:e..k.Pn• wtt·n their b.ost-iUty. 'As 

f ;o'l," 't.he. prophet ,'· he s•ompla.i:n,s~ 'a i;n)'l.~£1t 1 s . . snare '.is· :i,n t}n tiis -~aY;s, 

and entni.~ tn M11e. house. 0£ h'is1 God t li~,Jj. 'to di~·c.h~ge· 'his· mi:fltstcy 

yer;:r- af't~r yea:n :amidst. ·such op.pc.,siil:ii·on 'Wt:;·$ a: £:ar bat'der t~slc t .han •iv,tts 
l 

· · · t d t A·mo"' 11 
ll_'p.,p,O:l,:'l'! 8- . 0 · " • 

Y:ehife~ n OVl $f?ea:.ks,, :t!u-·ou~h :ij:i.s mQ.i:ltll;p·iece ,. i}ll, • p-ro-pl».,t ~ 

Whs t. ea n ! ma,ke, , ot' y,ou, O E'ph,ra~m., 

.•• ,. S·t ri i;:e y·oljr· i oy'e i;,s' tike the ,m·or.ni-ri:t c l-oud 

1'.' ea,. lJ-~ t'.h~ d:1:1v1 w hi;c,,,h e:a,1• ,\y:; .g,J'i8 .s av1~ .• , 
a 

(:Hos, 6 ■4) 

· " t · · ·n ~e,a·1ft' .,~ e.,~ . . r"'. •,ss.'in·"'. a r:eactiic,m that s~.eald:ij.g: £or God, the p:roJI 1ie-. :i.-s, :l: " ... ..,, '"''1" "' c 

'iiias f:•~~mantii:,g 1"/ttbin htm. T~·ir lP..V~ ·, ·their ;piety, ,wa:s temp1oraey: .and· 

t)!~_n"Sie:nt liike. the svfff'tly flQ.efng mo.rnin.g c'Jt,µd, 9r f e.,s.\· dis.a ppearing 

d~w. ~h~.,. when Hosea say:.s" 

The.re.f'ririe l h•e:v.~ he~n '!;helJl by the• prephets; 

·1· b t,ne \'fords or·· my [)l"O~th, ~ ,ve slain them Y 



t]1.r,ou,gh h.1.s prophet·~-• 'l'.h.U ls t 'he ,J:"~a.son te:hweh lii.a.,s raevin tHe-rn with 

His pr~phe·ts ib the p~s·t, tin.d ts c,01:rtlnuing tne pro~Q•s::s tn t:he pre-

, s,ent--+,.\}r.ou1ili liose'~ • :Elec.~'l.'lse. of the,ir i1t,titude '1sra-el. is 1c;gmpared 

,vt.it.h, s1;1):r;te .or wood, whrc_h is· 'being !sha,i)e:d; 'tha \'l,ew~l)g: i ,!J, the pµrri,sh~ 

•ment ;..n:t~n.d~:cj -g_s. a,, nee$ssart a i,irc'tp,liti~ fot the tr r,ef~s~ i t ·o ()e.~y. 

The. t ,h.r·iiiat. i:,£. 
1'1 h~~:e ;:ilain ••.• , u ~te'.);y tepeat-s- "n1d -e~'la,i.ns !,l'le pr·e-

1 
,ee,dihg, lt.ne', the p:r<1Qnotin r.ef.erl,"ing. t ·!3 'the pe()ple. lifor cran -we bl:ame· 

Hose.a ·ftfr .~tvi;ti,, ij li~a.c '.Uon. 

Irl' chtr1:S--~er 9 v.·er$e ·rt we ·~cqulre ·tJ.l'I i.n.11,ig\'i't:: ~Jltd ·t}w.•, 1epp.le I s 

fee lit1$S :t_ovi.Ei.rd lfo;sea a,.nd hi-a message, ~xid in turr1, fl:o.s-~~' $, l"~t1¢~io.n 

to their. a.t t ituil'e . :T1;ie Er,ophet tnr~11t~11s,, 

·'l'he- da~-s ~r vi,s,ita\ion w;ll, come~ 

The ,d~ya ot' reeQ111perrse. w:i}l ·come,i: 

I. l s~all ·kn·o-w -~t. ··sr-a~ , u ... 

2 
(Ho.~. ·9. 7) 

T~ _)?eopie., sn:ee:rb1g'1y a:nd con:toel!lptµ ,ous·l.Y answer,, 

Tb,e. pr·ophet· 'is, .a too!, the; IMl~ of the 

arid the 

-j 
I 



l 
11 .... the, t'enns 

.A.n:d in ·cQnn~e,tton ;With t 'hia ver," ldea . , •tt.. - . 
- • , "' . .. c ome.s "'' e, vro.r,d>s ~ 

• • •@u.'t) the ,pr.oph~t, H a snare pf ~· f 'oWJ.er. 

'3 
{)lo·s. 9 .s). 

lb refare-n·o.fi t .o thi•s vet'se, ·Oheyn~ r~rti~'i'.ks., •i'the pr:oiihet !'\'ea m; ts: a. true 

11ot a false prop.he:L. •• r ,or th'ol}g,n the f'al.se .prophe<tcS'· might b~· liloon.13 d 

t .o e fowler's sn~re, t :~eir' .c::mdu~t ·c·ould n-0t be ,spoke·t:1 Q! ~:a , •e-J.'.)vi.o:us• 

or 
1
.pers.e.cut:ing' 'to~ards .Ephr,e::im. Gee. t''i'nst lthe or 'llios. ·~.o lt is 

ra,thex- the Ephva'tmit.~fs ;v,hls ,g.:te Etl.~y.s 'le:y'ing· strar-etio- •• r-0~ 'thstr 
·4' . 

trouble·some 
1
-wat0ohme:n,;:1 'I (bh~yne~s last reinerks refer. to: 11 Th~ 

5 . 
Y4atchmtnr o.f .EphrAi:m U9a.s) 1ny Q(jg., •• [tr:C\.6", ~,.fil) 

P.eo_p·le., 't>~pressed 'b,y cofit;'inual c:oh\EJC't 1Vi.th tYieir ain; lecer.ate:d et 

h.eert by the: bi:t'tern.es s- 0£ t heir entilit'Y·1 -ti.H lits i"aa;so'r.l. seemea i,eeat 

to g.ive wa,t tµ'li:ler. t l~ :tr!nl,.. •·'l'ne days of' v.i-si'ts.tion e.:r:e .eome, tbs da~ta 

of rec.o.mp,ens,f! are O'OTl'l!:l;, I ,sr-ae l $ha i1 kno'w it; t'.lie. prop~t is a . fpo'l, 

the 111_an of the- .sr,i,rt t is lllad J}or t,he multi'tlida o.f ,•:thin~ il)iqu.ity: and 
. . t" i5· 

the, •gPe.$ t ha. tzre..d ' (-µ . ., 7')" 

·. '.·ll..e .. ·,.,..,·t ·., .. H-·o.•~e·1> ... :mas not a :sEtdlet. lle tal)}c no. pte,a:sure Y:e,t . ., "in hoi..s u "'" ~· '"' 



... 
in scathing denunciations_ and condemnations. 1~re in kaepbl g with 

hi'S character is e qeep t1ti1l sincer,e love fG~ his l?8ople·, and en o-ver

p01W~i11g wish to see them repent en-d thus. avoid catastrophe. "The 

p'ropnst ent:ers into .the i'eetlngs of the only too 4U'iokly repentant 

Israelites, and imagines them encouraging e_aoh other to return to . 1 

Jehovah." 

Come and let u~ r~t.urn to the Lc;rd.; 

Fot" He has torn, and He Will heal, us, 

He has em-it.ten,, a:nn He will bind us up, 

After two days v1ill he revive us; 

In ,the tnird day be wi:ll i'aise, ~, up, 

And -we shall live in His sight. 

Then shall vie know if we follow on to loi.ol' the L.ord: 

H.is r; oin.g forth is prepared as the morning, 

.And He sha ll oome unto us as the ·rain, 

Aa the latte,r end the former ~ain unto the earth. 
2 

(Bos• s .. 1,2,3) 

th·e ·tra""e·d" ·o"' a prophet- trying :bo impress upon a-Ho see 1 
:S 1 i:f'e is ~ ., .L 

deaf' -people Ye:hv1eh I s mess~ge that Re 

d t sticrH'ioe • • • i desired ~roy, an. no 

(Hos. o .6) 

re:sult~ng from the fact that 
&.nd a life of ;t'rustr-ation and despair, 

l e t alone o.bey--Yahweh, s d.esire • 
.i. Hste.tt to, the p.e.ople, raf'µsed· even \'to · · · · 

..... ______ •b l " on Hosea, P• 77 
1 ,C":-e""."'e •. T. K "Ca.mb:ridge Bl- aa· u ., .• , ~ • , . • l u p 77-
2 :Aecord i.ng to "Ci:i:rilbridge B'J.b e · •· 

0 
I 

I 
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we assume: 

l . Tht\tHq~a•smeas..~"'-e"'a· s . tdb ~h 
c " reJec e y ~ e peopl e . 

2. His tne$sar;e wa.s oontr·ary to popular belief' , hence bQth 

he and :i.is 1riesse.ge -wer e unpopular . 

3 . At titres such qisbelief discouraged t~ prophet . 

4.- Such. re~eotion of hi.s . word he interprets s, s 1\l;ubborn 

disobedience to~ard Yahweh. (Ho, . 4 ,16a; 4 ,6) 

6" W.e suspect :£hat_., itt spi'te of the reaction Hosea re

ceived from t he pe ople, he nevertheless loved tnem deepl~ and sincerel y . 

'(Hos . 6 , 1 , 2,3) t 

I 

l.t .~ 
~ 

\• I 

I 



c. Isaiah 

With Isaiah we encounter the strange but interesting case of a 

1!18l1 V1ho set forth upori a . mission co'tivinoed. perhaps, that his con-; 

temporaries would disregard his tDessege, but ,9ho, everthalees, faith

fully a11d diligently fulfilled the task assigned him by God. Hie 

consecration vision re-veals t~t the prophet was far from ignorant 

of the fact thet the people would not listen to him. And more than 

this, st ::-ange as it seems, he himself is to aid in rendering them in

sensitive to his message . Yahweh il'.lspi rea the prophet to hesr t™'se 

-words in Hts mune : 

:And lie sa id: ' Go, and tell this people : 

Hear (yo'l,l) indeed, but understand not: 

See (you) indeed, but perbei've not. 

Maki! ·• the heart of this people fat, 

And make theit ears heavy, 

Gl ue together their eyes, 

Lest they, seeing with their eyea., 

And hearing with their ears , 

,And underst~nding with their heart, 

t 
Repent, and be healed• 

( l s . G.9,10) 

charge is pllinly to antic i? te anta• 
To begin one• s career with sich 8 

gonism. 
nor was he d iseppointed ·w ith the 

Isaiah bad not long to llait, 

reaction of' the people to his words. 
to the people end the govern-

11The real relation of t.he prophet 

ment, an'd vice versa, es 
is briefly this: . his prophecies, revealed in 
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__ 00 the on-e hand t '}fore was the pr h t 
ope viewing every contingency 

f rom his lofty, ideal pede·atal ,.,.,,_. .i.1._ . 
, , , .... ~,ing ·•1tu:, peopie 1.n a,q C't-itical 

situations not to rely on human p,r t· _ 
eoau ions or mater ial defense, but 

to sE.'ek saf~ty by re sting their q~se with God: 
~ arid, on the othe·r hand; 

there were the king and the people , heedla 93 of t .he prophet's wor,ls, 

in cap~b le ,of gra s~ing t he·i,r e ign iflce"nC'e, laughing at the strange 

visio-nary who proposed in all seriousness that. they abant;ion their 

ef£'orts at self-defense, and so meet t heir fate, ~a it seemed to them, 

with folded arms . We cannot wondel' at this attitude of h:i,3: con.tem

poraries, for to erit.er into Isaiah's proposals, to submit to his' g~ance, 

would h.ava meant for the :pe·~ple, ~o r ise to the spil'i.tual heigH:ts t:tttained 

by the propbet, and t his woul d have been rrothing short of the real.ization 

of G'c,ra·1 s qomi:nion ·then ana there. ·Isa'tah himself understood thi .s •per-

factly , ena so he n.ever failed to make it cleer thet it was to the 

ruture that- he looked for the recognition of the truth which he -wes 

preaehui-g.; as to toe people of his own age, he knew that for them h1a 

11orda -were bound to be fruitless., •• And u.e can easily understand that 

they heaped derisi_pn end ipvect.ive, on .. the prophe.t ,rho hrpprtune•f th8m 

with the ' Holy One of Israel,' and His requ irements of man••• · 
0 

ATid 

i ,t :w - j t . h d . . . on bg the' po?'\U lace, that called to·rth fr cm. I sa,ieh ~ 
.a. . as- us _sue e:e1a1 v c· 

Woe to t\i~m that draw iniquity -with c~r<ls of vanity, (or ~,t ) 

C 
-dslf the wagon, (Emeni .D,;:, ._ JI to .n' 'ii.,. ;)l i 

And sin as the <ft- { incStead of ~h" _,) ~ 
some read ,. peed let Him hasten His work, 

Th~t say: Let Him mal\,e s J , 

That vie may see i't i 

0
~ 'the Holy One of Israel dra~ nigh 

An.d let the eoun,sel .i. 

a11d come, 

m.,,,, kn ow 'it ! Thst -we "";f 

...... n , ..... _____ f :tsl'f.181, 
.i. Buttenwie ser, M., "Prop-hets 0 

( Is. 5 .18, 19) 

pp • 295-6 



a.s·, pre,s_ented iri Deuteropomy 18.,15.:22. IAn.d th.ts $'imil~ri t:1 t.o· the !leut,.. 

<l r ,o:no;mic pro.of' recalls; l3\.l~t'eJlVtie.se;r. is, llQ"rds 't"O \.ne ~:f'fe-Qt . th.at th i-s- law 

(.ffi;lut~ 1:ij.15-~.2, 'Wa~ riot made for t.he· benefit o.f ttte, literary prophets 

-who '\'i.ere n.i,>.:1', ag~e~·tt:rd by the oi'fl~1.a:l au~ho:d.tJe·s, but rath~t ii,s cr.ea,ted 

fQr the sake <:if th~ l''alst prr,rphet's who :we:re re{r~gnized by th.¢ royal 
1 

~nd: ·relig.ioU:s off-icial:1r; ·fo.i the,y. vier.a :reg~r.ded as fh~ t -rue pr,Q.phet.~·• 

Row d.id :Is.alah re_gµ·~~ ~ ·c,h t,&un-ts? lie knew only too ,r~,lJ that 

when 11~~e c.ounsel. ·or· the R:o·ly Qne ef lsrael., 11
' dr~w ht~.h and crune ab,ou.t; 

j:t viw ld, oe 'tt,,o l gte £.or t~-pi to say, 11cNo\il We .do knQsw 'flt is t~ue. n 

In Jui a_dgre,ss to the• pee,ple· El?put i ·he year 734 B .• C. E., Isaiah 

ole~rly ind poin.tedly pre•~~ts to us his tnne.rroost. reaction to the pop

ul~cei. #is is .~ poi~t ·of· view :entlre~t atffer.ent, ana l.lt. opp.oai:!;e poles, 

D0 .. ri'Gt G:a 1i] ( say) Holy·; t QWgrd ~ 1l vi\lj:ch t his people 

r.: ··11, 1.B.8 , /) if'oly and .do not be: ·efra.i4. ,of th~, o:bject. .. o.a c..,a\, ,,. , ... , 

of G.nti;J (Jd:i:s) ree..J", and -do· ·ti!~ ·aepo;~nt it dJ"~ad:ful. .. 
. ('t;•;,,·,end, 1t 1il. to e ~,':\I . .). . i 

Wu,; · · ': ,• r (Is. 8·.-12) 



n.ame--"the Holy One of Isr.ae1. 11 Re. do··.es 

not raga.rd ~a holy th.e concept 
,
0

£ Yahweh that ex•ist~ in .t ,he tnind or t:Jie po))ulace . Ilia God does not 

-1 
a.sk for sacrifices on "bi:gh mountains'' or und~r "leafy trees .

11 
His God 

is the Yahwceh whos-e ttdalight is i n justice and mercy and troe r-aith, 

more than in saer-i.fic-e • 
11 

On l y tio s.:uch a Goa does. he g ive the ria.me "•the 

:aoiy One Qf Isra~l, 
11 

!!or his .God, wlJose agent and mouthpiece he was, 

had Himself commanded Isaiah, 1100 not call Holy , ell which tl:iis people 
II 

call Holy. 

In an epilogue to this same address, ~se.iah r.eaHzes, beyond all 

shadow 0£ doubt , that his me ssa@ is- for the future .; the pr.a.sent ,gene-

rat ion i ,s dea,.f, •and theref'ore-~dead spiritually• 

, 
Behold there i-emains· not'hin.g but to bind up the tes.timony 

.And to sea l the instruotions 

!mong ray di s,o1p le s • 

.Ima I will ·v,ait f0,r t he Lordi 

tha-t hides Uis face fr'om the ho~se of Jac·ob, and 

I vii oo or • ., • " ' ll 1 k r H1· ~ Bahold I and the children whom 

r or shall b;, for signs the Lord ha.s given to me , are ~ ,.,. 

and wond~ s in , Is·ra.e 1. 
( Jl'"';)J "''~' j>i/i 
is an add'ition) 

(t::rom the Lord of Hosts). ,,•j .,~~ )~l.\ 
may be an addition; but 

The se verses, are definite l y all autobio_graphical ni3mQ.ll' '• The prophet , 

to the pest of his ab_ili.ty , has tried t o convey hh message to the king 

he entrusts it to his disciples . , . • 1 . Hence , and the pe op le, but ta no a:va 1 • 

His children , byitbei'r nan1es , b tea, .. ~m,on,,. to, hls,. messa~e • One will ear ".... " 

the other beer·•s a name foretelling of his children has a hopeful name , and 

t 



., . 

dise.ster • Botn he and hi.tS ehilqren .e.re 8 %,,"'ns 
. •.a:1, and port:ents of tahweh. 

Tfith verse 17, •t't;te prophet entrusts hts caus.e to God and the future. 

Tl1ere is no hope of catching tb.e eer of .1.1- < ti f; -- ,..s genera on. The words 

receiv_e(i, of Y~h'Vi~h at the time af hi:B call hev·e come true . The pe~le 
' 1 

have not lis.te.ned, and Yahv,eh is alienated from them .. 

lse.ieh must have ~ufi'ered se-verely tor his pacifism', dl,lri:ng the 

'Syr·o-Ephraimitio al'lianoe of 734 ·5. C. E. The outer hurt he& left its 

soars. But perhaps he tried to ease his inner' p~in by r-e,c.ordin•g the 

mocke!."Y he wo~ subjected •'t;o st the hands of drunkards . (:rs. 28~7) So 

he relates to us the te.unt : 

ie.9 'To '1hom e~n he impart. any knowledge'l 

And whom shall he cause to undel"stend the message1-

Them that are, weene.d from the mil~, 

Them that sre ·drawn fir.om the breasts. 

10 For it 1s precept oy precept, preoept bi precept, 

Line b,y Line) line by line,} 

A little bert, a little there. 

. t tl tr'aBslation•fo'r ;,erse 9, 
:Alth'ough the above is the usually aeeep 8 

P.
erha ... ,p·.s trying to convey., is e gr01,1p of non

in ree,.lity,, ·,,hat Isaiah ls 
suo h es might b,e pr:oduced by a 

sense syllables aria irrationsl sourids 

drunken man . The mockery continues: 

Y(:rs; witJl g:ilib~ri~h s-peech and 

tongue 

,. to th is people • 
Does he spea"' 

in a~ i~colllprehensible 

2 
(Is. 2s.11) 

-----------1 The ideas of this interpretQtion 

-om Dr• s,. }3,. ~lank's "Class 
are ,u,;ken J.~ 

Uotes of Bible 2
11 

~ Clas~ translation ,of Bible 2 
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What tre.gic irony is expressed by the 
prophet, Yiho almost seems t .o .derive 

a •~ad i st ic p le.a ~re f:r't>lll the very pain he ~ fl. 
· in 1ots upon himself; for both 

in the above and i n --,hat follo'1s he is t . d 
• o some egree, pl'~c.tical~y mook-

·n,.,. himself: l- I;> -

12 lie "'ho say.a t O .them: t hi~ i 11 fle re st• 

Gi~e rest to the w~ery; 

And this is the· r.e:freshing pla.oe--

Yet they would not hear. 

(Is. 28,9-12) 

Is there: any greater reproach that a ma11 like Isaiah ooµld ~ .ve• suffered 

t -han to be to'ld, and by ,drunkards at t ·hat, that he is fit only to te'aoh 

.chi ldrent 

So he reviews the. pE!or le's reaction to him, with: 

13 .And so the lJora, of the Lord ~omea.] to t :}l,em, 

Precept by precept , precel)t by pr.ecept, 

Line by line, line by U'ne; 

A little here, a litt le there; 

That they may go and !'all backwards, and be broketi, 

And snared and taken ·, 

(ls. 28 .13) 

1-?ow come~ the ~.eflctiQn o;f' the prophe,t to a ll of :thj..s-: 

bee.r the word of the Lord, you sooi'fers, 
14 Therefore, 

f .i.-1..t 8· people which is in Jerusalem. 
The ba lla'd Dl'::>rrger•s o " ..... , -

15 Beca:use rou have said: 
'We ha~e made a c~nant ~ith 

death 
_ ld are we (at) [i;J agret1ment.; 

Anci -w1 th the nether wor - -



When the ovenrhelming 
scourge s_he.11 pass through, 

1t Snell net ,00-. t 
· 

11
"'

1 o us; 

For ,re ha-v-e tnade lies· our 
refuge, 

And in falsehood have ,.. 0 ""' hid ourselves..' 

(ls. 2'8.14-15) 

With the above 'We see that the time h.as arrived for I 
sa~)'l to moc.'k~ 

.And after reflec,ting upon the entire ·t tt 
· n ua ... on, the never failing 

in&p,iraticm of God consoles him, com.forts hi"m, 
end above all reas_sµl'es 

him. with! 

Behold, I lay in Zion a stone {El!8nd ~ ! •. to • ~.-, ) 

A stonfitch lias been ·tried, 

A cornerstone of value of i'oundn.t ion (omit one .a l>J ) 

The one who believes will not make hast~. 

(Is. 28.16) 

Aga:i n., is re,p-e a,ted tb,e p,rota:t:se £ or tbe i:mmor-ta li:ty .&t'fd pre serva ti 1>n 

of hi.s message £or the future t hroue;h means 0£ a "corner_stone of value"•

le.:id in ~i:m--his 'di:s.o'iples, And one~ more the. ~ssenoe .. 0£ his· 

message is emp·hesized.; namel y, that pro·tection lies in God and not in 

armS:. "The one -who• believ~s wi:11 not m?ke haste"--the one :wh() truly 

be l ieves in the righteousness and protection of Yahv1eh, will take :the 

ld'lfice: 

··- In si t°ting still and rest you shal 1 be saved, 

In qt.l ie.tness• and con1'ide11ce shall be your strength.,• 

(ls. so.15) 

N 1 1 hy and thot.1ght more succinctly o rs.,tatement s.ums up i:sa-iah .,s. p!ti osop 

e. d tb"'n the above ""ersd now ha, in turn, denounoe,s n more comp1etely .. .. 

the -s-coffers! 
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Apd I 'Will m~lce justice the line, 

And righteowme s.s the plummet; 

~nd tiai t she 11 sweep away the refuge of lies,· 

.And the' waters sha 11 overfiOVJ the h iding place. 

And. yoµr cove;nnnt Vii th death sha 11 be broken tE.met1d ) ~ j J to )& .P I ) ' . . . 
And y·our agreement with the nether world vii.ll not stand·; 

When the ove.rwhelllling scourge sbali pB'SS tm-ol,lgh., 

You shall be that which h trampled upcm by it. 

{ts .. 28 .. 17 ,lS) 

Hor ts this tne pro'!)het 's only re~ction t.o the people
1
s~rning bim 

and his wor-ds.. He i'ulf'ills his con seore.tiotr miGs ton·; ne.me1y, to be 

instrumental i n preventi,ng. the people !tom understanding the v,or.d of 

the Pi vtne : 

Be stupefied e:nd stare, 

Bli-nil yourselves f:!TI.d be,, blind:, 

Get. dru.n\c, but not with ~ine, 

·stagnoer but not -v1ith _strong 4rink. lEin~nd first 
_ u ~ I .,,.~.• I I 'f J)'- ;ii •I~ 11../l•I I tl /f JHl ! 
l'lords to •~., ·1':, T ·~ • • • ·, 

·!"'>:Jt to •I))~ ; ·and- •11~ to ll-!,.) 
T' 

three 
and 

11'Mdrou .shalt do all this, £or, 
Lord has poured .out upon yau the spi!"it of deep sleep, 

• •• the 

And He has closed 1our ey~s, 

And Re hf! s covered .yovr, ~t;') (Omit 
and also omit Y • -

(Is. 29 .10) 

reJ·e,otion of His word as delivered to 
because ;of your actions, and your 



l 
I 

y@u by· Hi'.$' il)out'l!ipiece; i,l,1e Prnp,.:h~t." The_". 
8 .., i~tte~ re'ac:tia.n·s of the 

P1"opnet. :teda-11: to. our mipij_~ G~ay•' ·s .· - ... w
1 - . C\,o:mr.en'!',, ,.t may be l\i~n that t 'he terms 

of. theo di vine •comnfis-,s;t~m". ~ii'eflect th ti·.. . . • . 
• 1 · · 8 1.scou:rag1bg e~fect, i:>l'i Isaiah of 

y(:)~r~ 0£' ;fru it•le'S,s We'll'n,ing. 
11 

'Jlhi-s reflectto h·· .. ld :... '-- • • · · 
. - . n, s . . Q.1:.l n oy :ue: pa s•~_ed o:v.er 

to.o, il.g ht ly • Let u:s trot per:mit oµ,r re•lA.g:ioQ..cS' ~nd Pa.et 'ic ·s.en~e· to. 
8

..x-

•S1l t :U$' tp ~'119.n ~n ~xb~n,t that 'We lose th~, touch of re.a·lity,,, the 1tt.at:ute 

.o.£ th~ _p:.rop,hr,i<t :does iio•t sutfer o~ tote 1''he:t'b,er- fi.i .~:. c.on,aec.rat:iob vitrion 
-.· " .• ' 

is a. s.p;.ontJ~n~dµ.s· e:ve,nt, or ~ sp.irftual' experien~e hti-se$1 ~p;on' a culm,tnatllon; 

of .event:$:• I f we are no-£ .agree~, l~t u·s a·t lEE1tt .strive t:~ ·be tolerant 

to oth.a.F ◊_pinions:, but ab·o:v~ .~,11, to 1"~io·o.,nize t ,h:a,t Q .p~ob,i~:m :!9xi-ets .• 

'rflus far~ onty g,e~r.&l re,e~t.,ipns· nave b«fen dea~t' with.. Howe:ve1•, 

!':r.'pm tht-s s~me p~riod t 754., B .c·~£.) we., pos-se.ss• a r-e.co·rd of ·ain in,te~vie'.19 

beilTe~n Is·aiah and m,.,n;g: -"he:z· (l;t3. 7 .irr; in ve.rse 10.,.Elmen.d i') ,;,,, i .o •I -i> '•'-' ) ,, 

1:s-e;J~h had. gon~ forth, t .o ·riieet t:lile' king, and to . pr.a.sent, h'iin with tno 

rne:/ilss~~·S;, one. sym.b.·olic an.d. one v·eibal. With. 'the p:ropfte·t;, had come his 

.ao_n ··S·he.ar-ja,s.hU:b. Grei 1H>f.lmen'h thati " ..... lsaiah t .aHes· his il?n, who·~e 

n~ wes a· sign ('8·/18) beeeuse he kf1o,r$. t'hat, King .Ahez ·when he aees· 

t :ne bi>y; 'WlU rec~ 11 .\iis n~me ~mi i ~s ·&~g.ni:ficande." The boy:' s nS:)00 is 

a't once '"-a war..ning !ii) c;t' $ pro.mtse .~ e large part o;f · t.hEi ·wh;o.te w'i.ll p,er:i.sh.. 

and 'no_.. . ..... . b .. . ... th~ 'i:temnant 'Vlil). ,return and be irav:e..d .••• t'h~ northern v rte .. ~_urn., u~ . .. . . 

k b b t the -e·lfinarit '\ldeti,., m~y return to .ingg_,qm, :will o:ett·sinly !Ye.ris. .; u ~ " ' ,, 

• ) 11 TL- e-rb:a-1 me,ssage .. l,s··: lahvrah ~na 'be• saved (cp· .• VY• 14-16 ·•· •Lf'6 'JI. · 

· •· · · · · t rfe itner let ••• Kee1.3 ea.lllll ~ti'd be qmx.et ' ;teer ,np '' · 

. h - - t be· fa;int', ·because bt, th.~se tw.,o t~ll• your e~-r• . . 

of sm.QJ,!ing :f':i.r;~)lr$.n.~·.s • • • .. - . . 

I 
l 



.Aij:d I :s&iah ':.E--._ · n~ ~ · ' ,..., u ,.,~ .. , i> 1 to I;\,,. , } • . 
· ~ ·e-~ai-n spoke- to 'Aha'.z: 

$a;y ing, ;, A·sk: a {3ign i'oi- .6 1 , 
· ' · · · • Y u:rse · t · frl:im ~he Lo:~a y.ou,r God, 

let y-our reqU est b 
· · ·· 

8 a,s de:ep a:s, ·S:heol ,or, •4,$ h~g_h as t ·he 

heav,ens. Bu·t "·h· ,1. I 
· ' · cl'.1 iaz ?.El . i.'P will. not e,.k~ l'l~',tther wi.11 

! t -r~r \he Lora . rr,1._n h:e· '~d. ... · 
· i1 ~ • • · • ,...,~ ,, sa:\L · • '~e,ar r-f!)W O }f:p\i if~ of' Pav id! 

I$ it a S·l'!la'll tl;ij,ng for trou t .o we•ar._;i:, .,;,.,,.. th""'' ,·t--·. 
,, ., ~ ... , . . •"" '"' "'Q'l;l 

~ill weary mi God al,~~? Th¢fefo~e.; tlie, -¥<>rd Hi:m.sel;f 

s ha 11 give y oti El: st~ , he,bo,lJl;i (the) young. w \lmtUI sh~ 11. 

eonoetve and bear. -~ ·s't)h, .. am't sne:n oau: hts .natp~ lmmati-

uel. 

Wi'tlif-in a few y.ears,; :Isaiah insi.s,te·, :wo;l,li~l.l will be -iurrn:in:(5: th:e-b ,cnitdre.n 

a.flt.e:r the gre.at de-'l'ivl}renoe t~t God ·s,Jii~ll br:;i.ng, to· &.d1al;l. Th.i:r b the, 

me.an fog:; :e.n.d the on ll ~eaning, of ~he mqch d_tseirssed lrqm~pru~,l si.~p ~n 

I sais:h. .Eve,ti ·chr ist,.ian. soh:o l·l;ll:·s J :sµch., s.s S. R. Driver i .n. t~e CarnbrjAg~ 

Bi'hl:e .S~:r. .ie-a~ and S:. )3. Gr~y, 'in trne· tn:ternations.i ,Gr-ii;-ie·sl eom~ntary. 

Ob I-siti:;.h_., in re.fe.rritig t-o tlti's, v;~r:se (l·s. rr .M) are in: agreement- wit.h 

the ap 0 ve, iniltel"p~~ t_e:itori. '.I:o •s:upp0.:rii .t.hls i.nte.rpret~ti~, -vei•s., 16 

<r<>ht.t.n.ues: ( v~v~e 15 i.s- see·o·ridary :t~ 1s,) 

l . ,3 d. ,._ "' · the o'hild shall ·mOVl to refU-se- the.· e.v,il n .u.88 · ,, ue.i.,ars, ., . 

. . b . th , , d' the, land, beo'a:use ,o.f' whoa.e . t110 -and, o oose · e .goo -, . .. 

··a loathi.n~ .!3read, .shall be £
1

-0)"11at.c;n ~ kings yoo :f!.eet i:j 

(Is,. 7 •. 16) 

£ tni •s, ver-se:,; as: w.ell .~s the i:nter-pretation 
tr.~i,$.latioti- o;.,1 "'k "Ol.~s.s lfotea Qi' ~ible .2" 
... Dr ·S '1• ~ e. ... .. , . liO'· ,. ·• ~ 



·,y;es even before, l:b is-• old enough t · . 
'. . 'a . . . 0 Walk? perhaps.. (Th~ .r~ot tJuit 't-hh 
deiivera-nce d:oe.s: not take pcl'8:qe i:nimed· t.e . • . . ·• . .. . 

. la ly., £,or Ol.l ly. after. ·t.hr~~ Yl;l'·ar a 
-~.1• d :nam,a~cv•s a~tual 1'1 fa 11,· "' d t · · 
r;:.i · J , .. :11, no:unt'iltn.·t . . • . 

· · · ' ll" een yea:r::tt 1$ie?, did '.Same:r:1~ 
fh t(, i S' e. mat ~er- W,bleh 1'f'l 11 be d is·ou . d- ~ . . .. 

, sse ill c~pter, four @f thf~ e,ssay;) 

So pO'sitive was Isidah .'fJ£ 'hh dbiine wa.·rre-.·n·t t·1:-.,_~· 
u.,., ., he i-n si sts u.pon 

th§:!• k.¼n:g_ · •· s .~~kin.g fl:ir ~ .s.ig.n.. '.fo e sk for .... _ 
.,.. sign, fr.om Y,ahw~fh wa,s in 

re~ 1.'i ty, ~ s)cing .tor en- 'al te~a, t •itH'l' in· t ',h. 8 n"t .... ,. • · ., f'. · 
· "'• u~J:M. or1:.1erc o _ t hi.ngiS. Ne'lfer-

the less., it does r~veal th.e, genttine fait·,h of ·the proif!-•et. Arraz., qf 

001:ursa . ., ~e.i'u$&d to as·k £.qr ~· sign f ·t'·~ln Y.:elti-~1e.~,. as. -b ·eiah !;'lemallded. 

The king,, no -d.01ibt,, had a . C.on_s-cience ,· ,an·4 fe.t>..red to t.est, it, wit~ th!:! 

,pe.ople • A.haz, Vf~,&'. f ·tig-b:tetted that ~he· a.ign· ~igh'tl ae'ttie.llf, come. to ~ -n, 

theJ:J h.e . .\V.~:u1p he:ve to .fol low· l!here .lsa}ab led 'flw .. r-¢.~.sa l or Abaz 

to, tr¥, Yahweh., by as~king f/Jr ~ sign. '£.r.o!ll 1111'4, •fl~ 'l'lo ti;.rne •dec,etved t~ 

.Pr,ophet • He rea·lized ont_y too ~!:lll ·th1"t this. ·sht>:vt· of f-.a laf# p:i.-.e'ty. wa,s 

lnt.an.d-ed to c911~e.a 1 .a t ·e'Qr and, \t'PWHl.i-n:~nes s ·to, aooe,p,t \ ,he.. g.uJ,d,~1'.lce o.f 

Y~hl'leh_, a·s r~vet:il~g thro1J.gh: h,i,s pr,·o!ihe,t. -tn si;i.i..te of' t:hi.s . .., Isiia}t. stat~a· 

that Q& i-s ·goJ,ng· tq ~ive. hi:m a ·si~n. Iti f.a-ot, it ·Wi 11. b'e s,ome-t-hkig 
- ~ ~ . 

which -Wi 1,l •p·rove tht;l ·ve:r.tfclty oJJ t:lt~ pn.op.l),e-t 
I
s p:redtet.d:'.?n~•· Mt:!-th-ors 

Will:· ne,.~ thtfb• s·on.s Imm~n1:.tel bE;jca~_se t~.i,n_gs :vtiB have eh'atJged so, --
l 

iqat p_eople W'ill aay,~ 11We are s.afe.,, G~d is Wilh U~•" But l~i:t1g Aha2 

rejeQta:a Isaiah 1·13 a-d:..tice• en.d i.n'.V'it .. 8'4 A'ssy-d:a:n ti.et p.. TJ:t':let,h..,Pile..ae.:r. 

·e. l d·, ...• - · ,d'ed' n,,m.,.souSl end c;,onguered i 't , ·slew t.he :,..Q capt.e~· Qn ly· t .ao. g a. . "-Y? i;pv:~ 1,1;;1 .... • • • 

,.~ . .. . .. , . . ·t , f -tlte p·opu.J.etlon, Th.is invi ta·t 'ioij ~~ng ~f Syri.f.\., JJTd ·oijrr i~d P.£.f par O - · • ·.· · 

. .he i..,,_.d, sou,,.ht £or tine in:va.sion and :e.ori-
,n~s 1• pe~:ttap's) the. e'Le•lQOJllEf' excu·s(3 · 1• • · .0 

"1.'Ua·wt ·0.f tnts seotio:n •of t~~ the.II Jrnawn globe. 
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It wa.s another political crisis hi the uea .. 701 B. c ., • ,. E. • that 

for·ced Isnieh t _o emerg,e from hi,s solit~d:e, and .once more as·su~ th& 

t ask o'f' 'peil'.lg the mou.thPi'ece of' Yah;ieh, .an a.gent of God. Anotha:- \ting 

"l'las once more becoming entangle,d irr the webs of foreign alli-anoes. Reze

\dah 1V8.S con\_emplating joininr; -with Egypt in an alliance against Assyria. 

The rathe't'· trite but' ever :-·ec1).rrent s·tory of a 11 Fra-l'lken·steinJ1 that t'll.!'Ued 

on i ts master, ,,as repe,ating itself. Isa'iah ag;e.in , ~d,viaed against 

tt
8

nt,anglin g alliances·, 11 not because of h~ kno.-,ledge of world politics , 

b\it because of h is d~ep religious insight, :which dr o,re him to denounce , 

t\).ose that ( make a treaty) ( t-ake eou'nse l ) bl,li not ot ll\e fiiod], 

that forTD l e.agues, but not of m,y spirit , 

t a~n 1:-n.d J,i--..o to .PcH)f) that they mey add ~in o * ~Q,,~ • .. :· ... ,. 
that go down to Egypt, 

And have not as'ke,;1 at ttrJ 111pu_th . 

(Is. 30.1.,2a) 

. •.not on1,, re""·sed to listen to I:sai,~h, but by euch a re-
These peop-le, had J J.u 

re
-"'--.s1"nll" ,Ddvice from the mouth of' God-tor h~d 

jection 'Were act\lally .i. u ,-i, "' 

the 'Ups of His -ar,ent,1 laaiah2 The 
not God implan:ted Hi s -word.s upon 

nictu:re of the peor,re ' s refusal to 
prophet g ive•s u$ a more detailed • 

h~arken to him, in: 

30.9 For it is a rebellious people 

IrJing childre'rl 
hear the teaehtng or the Lord; 

C,hil dr,en that r efV..s,e to 
• See not, , .and t .o tb.e 

10 Tba t say to the seer·s: 
· not to u1l right t nings, 

prophets ~ 'Prophesy 
th things,, pr.o':"'he-sy del usions; 

Speak to us ,s,moo 

l l Get out of t'he wo.y, 



JI 

• • .·Bec.eu~- y~.u despise: ·th·1· d ., · 'd' . . . . '· ' . ' . "' WO.!" I) , 

An.a ~ru~t. i-n oppre·ss i:o-o and h'ebrErr ·. 
• . · . . i::· .• • , . · .s~n.e'Ss ~ 

...Attd.. 'SJ~pport ~ou-r-sei,.;ea ".P .. ·· ; ,•t·· , -1· ' ' . ' "' ,Qli). 1;, ., , 

ThH·,eI'o.r.e this. i:ni:quity, ·shall o·e to yo~ 

As a l:7i"eaep· zrea~y, ,t ,o f-t\'.l l, laid q_~e:n -in •a high , wa 11 

v1ho!?e 'bre,.t?king co:)'!YJs -$:Uddei.ily .at an ll');;tant., 

(Is . 30~:J..2,lS) 

If we· leer n ~-~ythi:rJg :spe·e,ti'iQ •a.t ali, fram- t~ ,~tbov.e vel'se,s, it is t'he 

fac.t. that. tn.e proph,~i. 1Va~ not , pers~cute:d be--e~µ.l!e he "VI.as .a ·pr'ii!!lh.-e:t per .!!_• 

Pro!:'\h~it: .. s. lin'd' ~t-0P,h!'i.s/ i11,g w~re., ac·ce:pted ·phenom~n:a of t.h:a· a,g~. in. f'~c~ 

t:ij~ PJM>.ple w:e.lco~-o them just .so l oi1~ -as they 1"Qul~ ,spe·a~ ".sm9otb. thtru~si• 

and 11pr..QFhes.y dalus'i·on·s, • ." The oppnscft.i:ori 1fo I ·sai~ h is ·:i,-s,$~~- p:r-ima-r1ly 

on· th:e t .aet- t\'J.st he ,sp.-oke "r\ght tn1ngs1 ° tnd re;~sr!:i-:<a. t,g "caws·e tbs 

1·•0· l A ·· · • b -~ ·11 th"'... T-ha conflic.t .,. th_. e bitter.·-
.n ' 'V une ~t .Isra'.el t:O -eease, frt)m . 8'1:,ore .. ~0•1!• • 

lii.""•"s·. t .he· .. · · .. 't"' - · t1.. . .. • c.1.1.•o·n· ,,.~ .....,,0 and 1:11l Yrs;s, d~ec.te:d pt-itt1arily ...... • ~pp0.a1 · J:on .,; ·.-u-e. ·i,a,Je ,". ,,;,;1, ""·· • ... .. • . . 

· · · ·· "d · ·1· 'l-i s·eo·ond·· s.ri.'1,, aa-:itin$t. tb,e roan , Btit5te'Iltrie ser 
1
·s ag_a\n;st, the ma.asage.,: \~n · on.., · .• ,, • "' -~ · 

f . ' l 1ot· Deut .• 18.16-22', gi've,s 
eanoJ:tf.si~n s concerning: tne ,ptophatig "orlllll ~ 

S:dde.d wefgh'ti to· this• de4:ucit 1on . 
l 

l .s~ iah p.rom;1uni.ee s tJ~J( ass~rtoe .or h i,s nres.sa~e : 
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In sitting st·t""ll and ,re·st ~,,..,., " 11 be .,., ,,... 8na saved, 
rn quietne -ss -and confidence 

ahall be your streng~h, 

(Is, S0.15) 
1
(but ., you. -would not listen •. • ln~:t~ad yo\1 said;' 

' No , f.or lle will flee upon horses;• 

T:here;f'ore ,you sh~ll flee; 

, And we will r j,~e up.on the 1:1wi£t ; ..-

Therefor , t-hey that pursue you sh,~11 be. swift. 

(Is. 30 . 16) 

The p:ropmt 
1
s p•leas that the pe.~le ~e c·alm 1p the. fec.e or dang,er end 

p lace t heir trust in their real strengt,h- -God, heve, with the rest of 

his me:ssage•, e;o11e unhett.rd, Instead the people have raced madly to 

secure he l p from Egypt •. (1rbe st.-t;em:=int "to flee :upon norsea" is a de.f

inite re£erenoe ta Egypt, ~hich seema to bave ~een the horse market of 

the vi .o.,r l(l at t his. :J?ei"iod (I Kings 10,.'28) )' They have placed their faith 

an ~ future. in mortal str~ngh, and refused to. ,t:ru.st 'in the Lord. 

I.n connection -wit,h the above thoughts, ~ttenwieser 1s ques.1.ion 

t~ most pel"'tlnenti. "Is it li'kely· that. hai.ah 111ou ld have viewed his 'tite

'Work in such a 1ight (I-s . 30. 8- lli 29 .1,1- 12) if, d.µ:ri.ng the twenty: 

_years Qf his aotiv=i.ty previ:>US to this, he had been stetidj;ly gainif€ 

ht i ni'l'ue.ncei if he had r,eaohed the point where hh 'couns..el was eagerly 

sought by king and people , e nd his words onrried t !Je weight of con

vict. i on to his hearers'? lt is very clear the prophet ' s thoughts -were 

not bent C>n effecting 'the. conver·stcm 6;'£ his C'ontempo.reries, and sti 1:1 

less were they set on influenc i ng t he di.reotion of the affairs of s tate. 

l &' G a as it was revealed to hin, to a saiah s i mp l y preached the wo?"d o. 0 , ' 1 

t ."' d."'sf .... nd faithless people . People who would not listen-- P .. " ., 

i-B;tt;;;i;ser,. M, , "Pro.R~1ets of Is:rael," P• 261 
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Chatter 2,2 ?"e Le.te,s another b. ., . . . · . -

. ·. • pr~,,,;e,cy f>f t ,he pe1;iod c;fen'-ter-in.g about 

701 B .,C .E. :A-s de scribe,d in II K;ngs 19 ~3,Si'i", the, ~ssyr taij, ~r!ii'J rlijO 

1 i.fted th.a: sie,~e and. temµir_a:rn'l, w1thd, ,.r.,. ~:w·.... I 
·.i ~ " ·sa'ioh. howev..er, i;ealh.~·s 

t~e tra,nsitory nature of fh,faf ne.liei', a;qg !is cotiv-ti:lced tnat the A$~yrians 

=v,1,Qµl.d r.etut.:n a:.nd· a:gain 1'.)e,s:ie9.e' the o i.ty. The P?"Qp,h.1ft ,&.eriounc,es 'the 

p,e op ).e · for the-fr. l~oli rrf in ~•,ie;ht .. in not ,r.eali_z ial.g th,~t the ·tn,e au!Mi.or-

6£ their .c~mi:ng; di Se'ste.r , ts: nb1'i!'l otne1~.c·thflll God Rtms.~lf,. »vial:n ,i.,n \l:ie 

mid st =at· '!;h.e tr tel".r Ql" th,ey- ·h~d not f:urne.d. =to •God ff•s tne-il" g,Jid~ -~~.d pr,0-

't .e'o,t.i on 1 but h~d, re'lie4 ~pen the, mn,t:e'rtEil--arm~ an4 wali,s. NoTI' t,h.ey m,ake 

,tse, ot 'j,,,bJis: t~mpor-a:ey l?t!1iAt'hin~ ·sga.ce ... viit.h tni.-s philos,ophy fo rhind': 

·E,llt and trink, tombf'r.ow we may d'fe . 

/. De sp-i te the.tr' feel lntij ·,of anx'ie1;,y, ,a•rtd ~, yti;~,e, pr~wcm.it.i~n •gf t:ti~ r~:Wrn 

oft.he it1v.ad<3':i:-., . -s.til'L tMY .refu,se t ,o. tur.n tQ t:h>d • I.sai:t1.:h didn't bel-ie'V'.e 
' 

in the ,~ast~ and do.est:} 1t, bel:ie"!e,: tJJi'W t.n th,~- .pr:esen1;, t\~ait :th~· peo,pl~ 

wil'l take need o·r: his mtJ.ssa,ge,. No·r d~ :t.l:ieY, as ,p.r·orea by· th~ deso_:riptto_n 

• ~ • .Arid beh9l.~ jQY an,q ·i;ladne~s, 

Si.a;ti,n~ b'~ep, turd l{illitng sheepf 

Eati.ng' fl:E(sh ,and dr.ity)ci'i'ig, w'i'.na. • • 

( Is·. 2.a. l3a) 

S J. 1' 11 bel i~ted ·$ $. 'h'(3 ha~ ~t the: heg,irm'ing; So .a,t the e-ntt· or hts li:lle, b'e , •i, . 

i. .1.• ,peoo_le who wo~Xtl no't lis,ten, and nameLy·=, t :h.,at. h'is was &' miss, 9'11' "·O' 8 

hen t i.. •r d'"'o·~. - ·a.s in.·e,vit~bie·• . , . ce , ,mff:l .., "" ,,. 

· ·1· · the au1ihentiotty- or· lhe s-tory 
B'u'ttenw:'ieser doubt~., •and :r:-ig}t,t ';f ·sl>'.., 



Isaiah..' S;; pro'r,;he~i~s; it. r.e~t·~ a,it,,0 .,.e_ti:.8r ,;,.·n: ·t 'l:-e: t t · 
c ,, " ,,, prEts.en .. A ton' ~i:ven ;in 

ll:' 1Hngs ·1~-2.Q, Cis. s:1:.:59:) o.f' ,Isaiah ' 's te}iati-o.n· to He-z~:kiQ.h and. of ·t·ne 

role while;li :th~·. p.ro~he:t p,tijyed i.11 the e~eµ·t ,s o,f' too i~·a;r. 701,, a.nli t.h.h 

pre sentatlon j a,s :the majorU;;y of mo4e_r,rr lHthpia,r.s· a,.~ree •. , .is .l?~te:ly 

leg.!:lhdticy. It ~ .s Hl!i ori~in ti:olely in '1;~;13. :fie:t-iHoua. pi;stur..e -f~r•!ll'~d 

hy l~te:r1 age qf' t ,)l.~ tr~ctphet and hi&, ministry,., and has• no more, in commo.n 

m:M,. tb:e ·rsal ls~iiah Enid the faots, of, tb..e o~s:e than the: p,i6t.1,1re or 

ffe tf o,ri cfl i.\.o!:i •: 

l. l sa ia h 
I
s words ",l(eree n9t c~mp.re hen4~t4 by t·be, po.pii.l~-0..e • 

2. Tney re~s:ed to aoQept 'his me,ssag;e ('.rs. 28.lA-15) 

jtt$'t •a ,s :he ha-i;l e:ntictp&ted, (Is. , 6 .9jl0) 

3_. Ile may hav-e, 'been d'i ·scouz,aged 1:iy the :eeople 's re·~a~l 

d th is may .. t,µi~e coloted l'il:$- 1<'8,oording of to listen .~n.d ·t '~ o·]?ey ~i'~,, .~_n: 

h.is. conseyr.~tion vision.~. 

4. S:h~ce ;_ht-s prQPhectes did not- come. to -eas~ imediatefy, . 

1 the p_eople · · ( 'I '5 18 19) d . '.b·"'-'~d his verso1ty:. . S,o . • , OU, \I .• ,, , 
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8 . Re "Was not persecuted because he was a prophet , 

but because of nis message . (1s. 30.12, 15) 



D. J.er-einfah 

•ria I ,, bi:ihold I make y,ou' t·oq~y' a, fort:.t!'ie.d c rty and 

an· '~or-i pillar., and a .v,au o:r c.oppew i'!l f~ont or the 

.kirrg,:s o;f Jucia'h,; her p,rina1c1;s:., })er p:r·t~sts;, ?lid the 

people· o! the 1,~n~. (olll_it i le,;, f, rj l -c6rid they 

,v'ilL fi,gh,t fif;'~inst you,.,. ,but- they :sb.ali n.ot pr.,'t!fv~'il. 

·o"O'e~ y.oV,, f.br I a.111 ,wtt'h yo.q:,- 'S'~_j;th t ,f1.~ !,or.d,1 to 

.( ·Jer. l .'11.\,. i9) 

Nor ,was J~r.-~m14,h t9, wah vJ:rey lon_g.~ b~r'ore he ege-o:unterecf a ◄h'bor,n 

'lWalJ. of resist_a:nee pn t'h,_~ pal't of '·h'i<& aud_ienoe. :S.ome colJlilenta:fors hold 

·that ch~pte.J;" 5 v,ex,se ,?l is a ,-gios-s o;y-: afr edito.r f.anii.1i-e. r ·wlit-h .. ha.iab., 

· ·atn.1, th~.<re, 'is _:o>ooa reas,on to belie;ve that·, f~d.i-hg: a. :.situ.atlon ·s'im·Uar ~ - . . l 

t·o ·•t'~ t ,Q:f! I:sa-iah, J$l"emi.~h ~e9:al!e~- h-is·)>t edeee$:sor ' a words• 

H~:at now t ,h:i.~., . 0 ,oo!'ish f?8<>ple, and wlth.o.u,t ui)der,stal'!din~,. 

That ·h~'Ve -~fe_s, ~nd see rio'.t~ 

Tna:t , ,hav-e ,e:er's ~.nd h,ear n:ot:. 



' ., 

••• You shall k 
spea all these words to the~, but 

they w.on 't lhte t 
· n ° you-, and you ,shal l call. to 

thei:n, but they won, t an8'Wer you. 

Jeremiah I ii reao'tj.on, 

Behold the wo_rtl of the Lord ha.s become a ireproac.h to , them, 

They ·have no delight in it, 

(Jer. s.10) 

tells us -all tha-t, we: ne·ed know. 

Ironically enough, the rare and ah1ost unique e:<ample or a~ 

att:entive ~ttitude cm ;th.e pe,tp.e·•·s. pal:''t toward t:he pr-·ophet ' s me a sage, has 

to do -with ~ prophetic threat-., which-as far as we know, never o-ame to 

pass., or at least ppt• with t,o:~ severity anticipated b.y t ·~ prophet .• 

Jeremiah recounts th~t God will bring a lnerciles-s invader from the Nor th 

to chastise the 11ati•on~ The p!Jopl.e. rea-et as follows; 

We have hear.a of its reputation, 

Our hands wax f -eeble, 

Angui:sh he.s takel'I hold of us, 

And pain , as. ot a -woman in travail. 

(Jer. 6.24) 

Did Jer elniah have reference to .~ Soythi-e.n invasiQn~ Wa& 'it ever more 

J. t. - . t 1 1 in o-6 Judah? These J' oin company 
uu~.n the invasion of the ooss_ .a P e. . i. 

llith the other innume;rable questions so jealously guarded in the ar:. 

Chives of the Past. 

to the S
tul>bor'n resistance and i nhuman persecution 

To be subjected 

· t prophet~ :i.s in itself, su:!'f ic ient 
'Which falla "fo the, lot of e very rue · · 



ei\p o'f b i-tt.e.r .rie.'.ss.: 

Tp;e dr ama h · ·d · ... 
ma 8

' e:ven mo,r~--p,oig1(a;nt b.f the -crledulou:s ·.pr·i,,p..t;e"!;'s naivete.t 

Ana 1 , C:l wa-s l~.k$ .. a doc-He 1-a.mb ge.i.n·g l~~ t ·o the 

:S-l~g_hte;r, ; 

"wi~h thi_s iptept., 11 

~ ;.t;, ~ O,.,'C). 
Ie;t,, us· -.~estr:oy· th~ tre~ and :its. ,t .• fig,s ·(ElQe-bd _:;,,nl~ to t' o. J -~ ) 
'And 'l'et us cu1, li~$m of:£ f:t'Orjl•. t.h--e °t.(\n-d ;qf too· livi'rtf;,, 

So, .t1':t1t h:i is :name: ~.!J. l no tonge_:r-· be- ralllj;Jmber.e·g. 

( Jer • n . i9b) 

. ~ 

There is uo n·e,a.d t1:> ail61Dg'lt:Z~· £,or the pr,op~et 1 s r .eac,ti;on. (ner·a -i~,set~ 12.-3ti') 

, •• i'ou Q Le>:rd:,. knov1 ~, .Y,ou have seen ma, and :nay.e 

'ta:s.te:d TJiiJ· bear-t 11:~ -reg8-r~a You 

(now 1-l.20b)Ie-t; me·. a•ee ·tour v;engeanoe on them, 

For I have. ·turTie,d av.er trrJ case, to yiou. '(••rtd 

( Je:z;. ll ,20b) 



l 

(J~r. ,20.lO) 

Yet ln. th,e, rni:ds,:t ,of· thb, Uti£:aHht:uines,s_,. 1l~ 'tfilaft comfort, i:n his ~rust' 

in God:! 

Bwt t .ha Lorii i s liiih ·me· .,~s a rni;ghty :w~ir:rior :. 

·Ther:efor.e. Tiry pe1~seeut.or-s ~.b.aH .ffl;umbt'e ·~t;ig th.e-y ~hall 

hot pre.vaf.l, 

pro:s:pe!'ed,. 

Ev~t:1 •:w'ith ~Jl everLa:s,tin.g c-.epf'usion which shall. ne:ver· 

.The, ;p.e~ple. sh.owed t:io 'Cf!ill'OY• T&~y. aoomied_, they- t~p11oac'h.ed~ they 

'per:sec.ut:ed Jaret.n41.h ·'l,!.nme,rcitµl~y,. But at I'east from tlti·s quarte~ it 

was· not u.be:XFe¢t·ed., Tti,e tauJJt' ths:t wa•a hiu'led a,t ~n. .1$.ail!.h (5,.19) wa.s 

a,g·aiJ:t u.sed a-s a'. pro.a t.o o\'iaU:~.ng~ Jeremiah:: 

Re-hold, th~ Sf,),"/ to 1)18 ~ 

'-Where i .s th'3•. w,ord o-£ tlie 10rd'l 



... 
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Let it come now·. 1 

(Jer. 17 .tp) 

Such deria-ive -wori;ls conat antly- recall, and oonclu-si'Vet1 convince us 

Butte· .... ..,,teser's c;...mme... n - t that "" " Tiv on imu • 16.16-22 h ·correct. His state-

ment that the Deuteronomto f.ormula was conceived as a mea;na of' ..,8 r1.

ficil'tion £or tre f'a-lse prophets and not for the literary prophet a, is 

supported by the £act that in ·the above verse, the people $8'8.m definitely 
l 

to be , emp.loy-i.ng just that te·st of validity. Jeremiah• a reacti.on is 

a humen !'esponse, and oer,t!rinly under-standeble; 

Let theil) be ashamed that pi3rsecute me . but 1:et- me rtot 

be ashamed; 

I.et them be di.smayed, but let me not ·be dismayed; 

Bring, uP.on the'lil the day of evil, 

And destroy them w}.th 401.(ble ~estructi(j,ti• 

'( Jar • 17 .1~) 

About G09 B.C ,E., Jeremiah preached his famous 
11

Temp1e Sermon" '"Which 

i:s i•ecordad in ohe.pter- 7 of the· •book bear.in~ his name ·. He had nti s-ooner 

f'inishe•d &peaking~ than 
and the p_r~phets, end :all tt.J ••• the priests, 

· · · 'You shall ·people; took hold of, him saying•. 

,an.. have you p-rophesied in the naue 
sur,e,ly die• 1111Y . . 

. ~ This house shall be like 
of' the Lord ~flying 

Shiloh, and this city she.11 be desolate ~ithout 

an inhttbitant'l 
1 

(Jer• •26.8,,9} 

.. . al palace and join, the gatheri11g 
The noqle-5 oome running from th8 roy 

---------- ~ Israe 1," P • 29 
1 Buttenwieser, M., "Proph.ets o.i. 



- f .. • 

·( ~et\. )I6•. :l'l); 

H.i,s o~n 'life sµ,sp:enQed b.y t 'he m~.:r~9~ thread;, "Jlet 'd--oes J·e~miah.. remain 
ad~pI~nt -i.n h·is fait.h .ands in h'i$' God.,. 

'th·~• µoz•d sent '!00, t:e •Pf,ophejy-·.a_gains.t this hou'Se. ~,lld 

aga itnst this city.~ all t14'e_ vio-r .ils which you ha;ve

h:eard. 

' (,.Jar-. ·26 .12;,.,14,) 

'Q'ori·tr:-ar_y t&- •:P!).puier b~lief', ~e d.f~ n,ot r.eg.!ii;,d the ,sanotutr:y al tnviQ.).a--te-.• 

He· cGl'litipue s. ~-o .sp~ak,. flTI.d w.lJ.rn-tr them t~t hi.!3 death will ~1ar1 the· ~p.ill.

'ing ore ·inn0eent bl:o,od ~pop :it~e ~d.\y . (26iil5). (For t:M ,sake .of 1qg•iic and 

sen:se in,s!?'rct v. ],S a-ft~-r \>, 19) TlB.s: s,ta.te.m!!i:n'.t rec.a 11s, .t<.e ithe minds 

, . , .01.'· s~.e 9£- t .he a.ldi':H•s ,a $:'itnil$r e:xRerie!)ee cohee,rnb1g a prophe·t called 

ltio:al:i, -th-El !!for-a sh:\te ~ who pr·cfp h-e,s,~e.!i similar w0t .d's .and: was p'~~mtttecl tO' 

·u:ve.(2'6.J.8) Y-et, 'i:rr .o,t:;,,:p.o#t,t~n to thls p·rec.edent ist.:he 1t\coo\in:t· c:£ 

ln;e -~-~opne.t Uriah ·(26 ,,2-©) '.Ylho., was k,i _lled because .of- 'his me\s-sage. !l'h!3 

l~tt,e.r acc.Qunt is, gi.7/el'l· 0 nly w:heti the· pd'.J:Jae$ el.e~d ;fqr <1~remiih' s 

li,fe; 

, "'·h· .. · : .. 5· • not ,worthy of. death, f!or r;e has· s,poken 
.••• . .i. . 1.s man ._ 

to u11 in ·the•, r(~tne of t'he Lor d •our God. 

( Je:r .• 26 .• 16) 

X 



I 
.. 

-1.\ga,ip~ in tha year 605 <B·.c.t: ••. Je:r.eilii_.,1..'s· 1,~•.,r,8· , """s 
• ..1t u """ S(i!ri,QJ:l~l~ en·-

d·anger.e:d • Bai•uc.n ha~ tecoT.decl. 'bti;e prop,lie~t•s -vror.ds, arid then ha.<1 r:ead. 

them in the, Temp le.. The nobl:~s war~ i'l).forme;d• of this• fact,, .an.cd imn:i,,nt 

tatel:t sen-t to B~r•uch, the .follovtin.~ 0.teer :· 

Ta_ke the sc;-r0.,ll 'W'l'l-ich ··y;oti, .:h~v~ re·e.d: i:n. the .. pre.sen ca of 

t .he pe,~.P le, a:11.<1 :c.t>li\8 ! 

Barqoh ab,eys, ~gnres: tp tlw pre;°la~e, ,an,d. l"{lij:d ,Si the ~ :s·sag-e of' -Je~mia\:t tp 

the ri9.b lE!,S, :(,iJ~r, . ., li6. 1-S} It 'S~.~tn~ 't.h~t. t ,he ·nob.le s are ~t.unned by: t 'he, 

tiles se::g;~ , and •d,e'te.rnilt:e t .Q i~;ffet'ril t)'le \d1Jg., o£ their- tmp,or.t ( Jer • .36. 16) ~ 

~,µt n qt 1.1:rtbi'l they ha-ve. ir:it-1:1:rr.ogate'd B~~oli :a:-a to hovi he. riame to . r.ec.o.r-d 

the p:r:ophEit '·s wo.r.d·s. T.he, .r.ioble:s· ~.rouse t'he e:uri:osfty o,f the kin•tP be, 

""d · h d · ~ t h1.'m The readei, h ..... d sc~_rp_ety· o,., ~.rs the scrf?ll or~g t 'an.. reai;. o .. • • "' 

i!tn'tsh·ed ;realiit:1.:.g, three or .four ~o-lu$ll·S of ·~the. sc.r .oll , :wtien· ttte ki~g, 

.in a f i:;t. o::f. ~'l"i ge,r : 

. . i.t wt th ~ pE!,rf !!;tl'.i.fe i -~n:d. ~.a..s,t it .i~-bo tt:,.e f i r,~ .• •• eut. 
t .ba:t ·wa:s ill the; 'bz:a-z.ter u~d;U, all,. 'the sc:r,oJ;l :,.~~ 

· · d ·1··n the fJt-e • • • con,sume .: 



'rhi,s rirue.h shcil!!.1-d b,.e· ·s~.i.l!i, for the ,·. .
1 

. . 
. J?.~ .noes-•, t ,wo P-f t.hefu, Ein:a\!'IE(n end 

oei~ia'l} be:g:g,ed the king n.o:t, t,,0 mu:r.i1 
·1 it ( the LXx. .a~y-•$: ju$ t ·the. , !)pp.p$ it.a) 

but :h'e· r:-elu~e~. ti;, iisten . ln· 1f'~c.t he '. 
· '1.S:s.ue,d a t-oy,~1 decree· to se.iz.e 

:Ba,ru~h !',ll;l.d Jei:timi:(al:t f)h -s•igl,rt., b'u't h('):I;\, . fl J .,L:.. 1,,,,. • . • . · 

· • ·0 ·vil!:lm ,.,.,g e,1.r,e:ady '.fletl t .o 

hid i.pg,. 'f;'ll'l:/;l t ,~us.,, sefetiy .f:t,om the. r,,.,,..,al ""·i·>U' n. tt . . · ... 
• · · · -., ~ """" ~ .. • l:)u · ,e-nw':i.e-ser ,dmHi'ti!i 

ve'r.-se. 25 ·v,nich t.'~lls. 01;' :so.me· noij,le.,s 'heo-rn-tni:! th . k··, .. 1t. , . .... . 
2 . b!:i ,, e ,lngs not t,Q own ·the 

scroll, In, thi•s co.n,hectiol:) ·h"e els" d·ou·b· ... ,8 ·tbat '.a:·h bl ... 
.. •· • .... • v • · "' e ~o · e.s .g,EifE1tid~d 

Jenemiah i:t-i the le-~s•t. lto~eve.r~ he -h t'~prc>\tth:ljf conv:tne~d the.,t., ''the 

cie~th setrte;rnce ·v,ould tong shre.e haw bee-n .exE1qU'!;e.:d t gvinst. Jer ~ia.h 
3 

~ad ',b.h hldi-nJ;,- phr,~e b.e.§n ,ktioV1n, •• • 11 

C:ht,pt~t ·32, ,ter·se::s 6' to 9;, re1at~·:s 'hO'W Jet ~mia~ ·ha,.tfPe,ne.d to buy ,a 

se_p"t, i. Qn, ·of l«i1.d. f.rbJir his £'ii¢ll;¥,"• Ttie dh;al.tlean s ,h~d te·'mp.ot·ar'ily ,, fthd~avm 

£'ro:rn bef'.;01,~e. Jer-u sa lerM Jerern_ia,h b~li:&VEJ!.S be:eaus-1;1 of II~ , .tea~ d.f ~hare.oh ' s· 

~·f•ey,,. 1• (J.er •. .5'1 . 11,--f.itnend' ~•-~ 1t.o· '~1
/. ) Elu_ring this peu'·ind <i'f: r~l'ief 

f ~or11 d.ange,r ,. Jor~m;~h :l?:e:ts, .o.ut: tQ ~ld:,1'!1 hli l~n~. (J.er: j 3''7 ,}ij) S.~weve.r,,. 

so htsunde.rstoo(;l wa::r Je::rernia'h, i;Tid sq c0n:s•t{mt\J 1,2nd~-r s_u.spioJon·, th~'t. 

a co•p ":.ti .iF-1 qf t; !?,~· •gJi.~r .~ 'fl~m~4 I.rij~~, s .. top,s· him and accuses nJm ·Gt 

• !,~de.i;_e·r'ti-r,€1, t;, th!3. ·cbaiµean,s, 

:derem.iah I s prole,s.ts ·of' inn,o•'C.~n·Qe ;go, unhee.ded .; hec Ui broug.li't · t.r:>. th,e nQ.b,le:s ,, 

, ";7 ,i::)'· -'-hen· iinp:rfson hi'lii 'i,r, tl:\e• ncj'µ.se of f'i~st the;ystrike hi'ffl \ .Je-r .. -> .• """' , 1- · 

J:· n, ,,-t,.. ··:i.1e· . . ... ·e·., v•tls 'in ptd.sc:iri, ,the ' Ch~l.d'.e~n,s, Fe~\u-ri~d .on;a.thiiirt 'the. se,:rfbe. rm, ,, , 

· · · I t,·. is· beoe.use of this :.r.-ao.t. thl\t. ·and renewe& the s>i~ge ot ,Jeruslile'Jn'. 
4 

· t ie" In ·sf itec 0£ all l:ie la ,SU'Jm.fi,tlned ll;\t Zed.~ld~h tot $ 5ear et m erv · · • 

h • · .• · ·, · · . f. remAin ,si let1:fi . 'H$ re.p.~E\t~d. 
.. ,ls, pa,s.-1; e-xp,er·ie;tf,:E'i;s 1 J:el"am_1$.h, d_1d no, · · 
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his message 0£ d::>°i'.>m and destructi.Qn. w 
h.at should intz:igue us, in all 

this, is. tl;lat Zedekiah goes seek the · 
ed'V i ce ot the prophet• He does, 

poss~s s a eo.ns.ci.ence,, perhaps that • r . 1 
· l.n orms lnm that der,e.miah speaks 

v10rds, of truth • Nor is Jeremi .~h hesit,ant t~ taunt ·the. king 'Vii th: 

• •• i)bere now are your pr~phets that proi:Msied t o 

y~u say ing: 1the Kirrg of Ba~ylon shall no~ come 

against you, nor age inst thi-s l.and? 1 

.Such a-qt.ions· &trd '11or.ds do not help bring about Jer emiah ' s r el ease f rom 

pr isdn • Yet, there is a.Tl iridef i nable some t hing -r1i ~hin the ooart of t}J.e 

kµig i'lhich warns him to resp.eot the pror:te t .. M'tar th-is interview he 

h'as Je-re miah transf'erred to- a be:tter prison _, the court of the guard, 

e nd decrees that be he given a loaf of br ead every day. (.As long as there, 

would be -bread in the c i, ty , a.t le.est.) 

The princes hearing the words of Jer emiah, sp.oke to the king , aus-

pe'cting liim of treason: 

let t1').is man ., '1'1 8 pray yoJ;J., be ~t to denth , for. h.e 

weakens the hands or the 11arriors thf,;t r ·emai.n in 

this city, and the hands of all-the peopl e, in speakinf!: 

to them' for .1. his man sseks not the welf'ere. sue h words ,, 

of this people, but i-ts• h~• 

'Ill' more r,n_· sw1der$\ood? 'Worry and ~spondenoy 
11as ~'Ve r a man anp his message 

• • He doe sn-' t t..-n ow wh,om to be 1 ieve • 
have we·ekened the morale of t.he king. · 

t to the nob le a. After reoelving 
l n his weaknes.s he no longer objec 5 

bl decided to rid t hemselves of Jere
permissi.c;m f .rcim Zed~.ldah, t,ti:, no 8 5 

· 

I 
! 
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m·;·ah ov. t .,hr~w in-g h 'irn ln•t o· .. ;;,L• "'i, 
0

-
1 

~-
,. • .., a "' "' "' .. ., • ~-,,ern. the t . . 

- :i._s., l.g' the. r.~t~~-ils ~ Such 
an env'.ko.ntnEfnt •s'fi,ou'l'd' ha\i:e cau~d' his· ··de_;,._-.".·.''.:':-

- '" "u in a shqtt t.1.me ~ b9t for the 
Ethl1Jpian eunuch Eveg-lf..e'leih, who obt .. i·.,..·ed .,., ..• :- • 

· · "' .. t'e..rm . ..,s,:n~n of Z.e.de ktah O.n-

te,re,s,t'ingty ,e,nol:l_gh l to go to Je~ttita-h •15 r:e.·s'eu.e . .,-.. j • ,,,,._ . .. ~.th ,.,. .. ,.,f-·t• _ 
a ., • ' "'l\.l· •r,tl~ .. \'/Jl · .. ul,1. . . .i.-

~µ1.'1i;y tiad h'im e•~t.:r.~et-~d f'rom t:~~ cist.enn,. Jeremiah we:s. thu~ saved 

fr.om YJhat ha:.d -see1;J~.d CEJ!i'ta in de.a:t}i, b"ti.t . he i·a:s 
110

;,, •set t l 'b -.1. · ·He 
,,1 , •. » . . e _ •1 _ r:,r,,:y .• 

rema-ined im,prtson'ed i:ti' the court pf the tuar.d -utitil .t :he f~li o.f ,Jertl-. 

s:al.em. In z,;et,ut,')1 t.or his. d1:1liy~ranee,,, Je-rerni~h gbi.e's· ~e'd-1'~1'~<,.l:i. (,}0g'•s·· 

promi~e,. tJ1~t ,,;hEi'n th.e ·cl:ty ,falls, his life "ffill be s;\nired. The veri 

.ract tllta-t 'if,. wns: ~ for,eign l;!.1.:ntuoh wlio ·came 'to Je:t~niiah I s· rescue, seems· 

B II. . ~ ' II ' ... ,:i • . ,,. a . . .,. h. J.. t f, - ·• :t to. · .. u,t,-.,.e:.nw l8 s.er i ... • io'l, $ ,J,111;11',¢8,y,:i. v·e cOl. . 1 .S· 0,0t\'.n"(il'yn'IEY:n, ij:, ,ee.I.1nirs . owar:d 

bl tter ly his ra·sq\le w,e.$- .x::es~nt .e'd inar be se-en t~qm t.h,~ .t;~ot t:.)1.t!;-t Evej

Me.lec h-' s .0w,n U.f~ w:as ·n.ot ·sar·e aft_er h'is bt.e.rfer,enc.e in Je,pemiE1ch' a . . . . i . ' . 

b~tui l.f ( s~e Dqp;X, 17)'11 [!:he int.erview o'f Jar. 58. i4·-l,'7 l,_s but tg,oth-er 
2 

verst~:m o:f' Jer . 37-..17-21) 

Thi:!, ab;ove exper ienoes are e•~auip1,ee. of react1on·s. ~t th-a ari's't,ocr.a~y 

to the 'WOFds of ,Jeremiah., ·Bu.t. v,hat of hU 9.oi.fflic.ts wi·tb t@ !'else pro .. 

h. ... In· h . t" . - 20 •. -·:r 6··8 s 1 ·t ·o s· -we )!e~w n t ha 'Ii Pa~ b:hlir, a, p,ti.e· st B, et•s i e ep .er · • ~ .ve . . · - • ,. · 

• · - ·· - ·d . .,,,-·i ·th J.e1tettria.h. &nd hip .. pree-0Jm.1en,t 111.. a~ in· the, li'ernp le,. bee oD)e>a enr~g-e .. .. •. • · · · -

stru,ck the. prqphet, 

g:atfl of'' ·.B~njawin • 

th1,;s e:ase p-rovfi.'s no e){cept,.iqn • 

ca,st-ti'.lg exile. ana ae.at.h, to. I?~shhur' he· ;e,dds:, 

j 
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• • •~nd there 
. You shall be burfud . 

. , ,~ 
aqd your tr· 

. lelld s .!e, Whom you ,.._ 
- •~·'Ve pro~·hesied 

(Jer , 20 .6) 
To "pr op hesy f.a 1 se ly" ·Vf& $ t ·h3 irritant 

0 re sp~n sio le for many of Jeremiah '.s drrnunciatio:ns . ve~ a.nd over 
agai_n does Jeremiah plaad with t h 

b e people n.ot to elie~e the false h 
prop eh• who tell them that th 

e vase.els of the 
'Derople •Vii 11 be returned shortly. Tn . 

. is n.ot1~n was false, and rr:ore thaJl 
that, t .he exile would las.t i'or 

8 
'V .. 

1 ery ong time~ so why not: 

• • .: serve the king of Babylon 
. and lbe; '19h.y should 

thts d.t-y bedome desolate? 

( J.er . 21 . 17) 

it1>£aot, says Jeremiah of th.a false prophets: 

••• if they are prophets, and if the word at the 

Lord is with them, let them nQW intercede 1fi ~h the Lord 

0£ Hosts, that the ve-.s sels which are left in the 

house of the LordJ and in the house of the king of 

Judah, an-d at Jerusalem shall not- go to Babylon . 
(Emend -l'Jt. ~ to•/ 1, ~ • ) 

Jer6'11!lah goes on to te ll tbit thfly cannot prevent the above , the city 

'Wffl .fall, and the holy ve.·ssels be taken into exile.> ~{ to remab1 there / 

Un'til GOij is ready to return tile 11exile 11 to the land. This £.aot.:.·- tbe 

length of' the exile-- becomes a major point of conflict bet1zeen Je,r,e -

llliah d A"zw•. In the Temo. le, before all the peopl~ (Jar. 28.1-5) an Hanan i ah ban ~ · 

Ii . . 11 t, fu- 11 II . an~niah predicts tbe £al-l of the Babylonian king in· wo yea~.s . 



' ' . 

To emphasize this point he br eak the 
G Wooden yoke 'l'ihich Jer,emiah 

is weari'ng· as a symbolic object 1 . e:&$on for the people . Then , per-
he..ps with sarcasm, Je~~m'iah rep'Uee': 

• • . Amen ! The Lord do $0 •• • 

(Jer . 28.s.) 

a-nd adds that tnilny prbphets 'before Haneniah h • 
prop e111ed the domtfall 

of kings nnd coimtries- (pr.ophecies the;t nev . . b . ) er came a out • However, 

ne, Je.remiah~ will rest. h.~s case on wheth"'r ·r ... h. · · • , ... o no11 -is pr··opheoy ia ful-

fil l ed. (We have alre:a:!y discussed this· passege in Chapter one of this 

e-ssay, and its re'l;atio~ to Oeut . 18) Jeremiah soon retUl'J)s weering 

a yoke of iron , s.yrn.bol~zing the yoke of Mebudnadriezzar. In addition, 

Jeremiah does somethin~ 'Very unusual, in that h~ predicts a spec ific 

t'ime for en event , saying F.ananiah shall die "this year . " To indj.oate a 

specific tim_e is usuall y regarded as a o-1.ue .to a false propl'et . In 

this ca·se, one. mtght a-ssume both. rreri are guilt-y of the same f'au-lt . (Whe

th~r or not the literary prop\'ets attao~ significance to t'pe, tulfill ni.:int 

of their words is the subject to be discussed in our next 0:hap~r.) 

Bei't>re we leave this very dratmtie incident, this w·riter heSs to reoe.U 

th£1t he is not at all c-on"1ineed that Hananiah -was :not as earnest arid as 

seri ou,J:1, as Jeremiah. He sine.ere ly be Uev.e s t\mt one ,man w~:l3 short-

-& ighted in his sincerity, while Jeremiah Y1as far - sighted in his truth. 

J~:t-emiah , s famous " l etter to tbe captives, " oondemns Shemieh the 

) She.m!ah,· 'irr t1,1rn ( v . 26 
Nehelamite as a ta.The prophet . (Je,r. 29•3o 

. ,,· .... . n ..,. t . l"tion as per Dr. Blank
1
s notes emend ;) :),., e ~ t o ..... ~ ... . -- rans .. .. 

and emendations) suggests to Zephaniah the priest, that he 

. . t , ks and the o-ollar, every man 
• •• should put 1n 8 -oc 
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who is mad and make·s 1-,·•· 
.• 1mae 11' e. prophet • flcnr 

therefore Whv ha 
' '" ite y,ou. not tebuked Jeremlah ••• 

(Jer. 29.2tl, 27) 
For Jeremiah to suggest t hat the 

captivity ·sha 11, contiti:ue , . and there-
fore the peo.pl.e shoull 

• • ·.buil !i houses and d ..... ell 1·n ·• them; and plal)t 

@:,;\-rdens 'Etna eat tne fruit of them ••• 

( JeJ•. 29 .·2s) 

seems like ran~ treason to hi.a c~r:itempor.arie-s •. Whethet the. prophet 

be e. sincere li>Jlt short-.si.ghted nationalist~ or v,~ther h~ be a pro

fessional dervish, we can appr eciate his reaction to ~ me s sage predicting 

a future in captivity. Only the broad scope of a Jerel!lie.h 's intellect 

o·ould see the 11moving hand of God 11 b'ehi'nd i.t all. 

In c.onnect i on with the false prophets ·, it is -weil to l'lecall " ••• tb6;t 

i n a ll such cases i.t wa.s nQ.t the p;ro.ph~sy.ing. per se :which constituted 
1 

the r eal offense, but the pro-phe.aying-in the nalll8 0£ Yah'\'leh." ThrougQ.-

out his life ., the e-ver ~onstant a)'Jd the ever unhe.eded cry of Jeremiah 

was: 

••• do not listen to the V1ords of the prophets 1tbo 

'You s.h. all not serve the lti n'g speak to you saying: . 

h v e. He t:o vou, of Babylon,' for they p-rop 8 '5;, " 

( ,)er.. 27 .14) 

"Ir 8 Jeremiah, o.r forbidden speech and 
not con s tantly pers.ecute.d, as wa · 

Am the literarv pz,ophets were in -
expel led .from the country, as was os, V 

• L ften with hostility. On It.he other 
variably JI18t 'With scor n and d-eris 1.on, 0 

--.. 
B t------.- p 

0
1t Israel ," P• 29 

u tenwieser , 1\i., '-' roeh• ~s .i. 
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hand th~ir opponents, 'llhom they d-
. ·. eno:unced as false prophet-a, were re-

g~:r:ded b~ their c.ontemporarJea as th 
1 

8 true lllouthp.iecee o:f YHWH, the 

811thorita tive interprete.rs .-, 

Wh~t greoater i:rony c.ould o·ccur lli 1 
a man s life• espechl'ly to on.e 

who loved his people so p~ssionat·ely that ~e Wf;lpt aloud~ 

Because of the hurt, '.9f the ·<l~ughter ~my people, 

I em sei:zed ;1ith anguish; 

l ~m black, apr,almen.t has taken hold oi{me, 
(Jer. a.21) 

tli~n to have the invader mistake him, :beoeuae ~f. his prophecies Qf des• 

truotion ~rrl exile, for a friend and· a .sympathize-r. And yet, i:t wes the 

miste·ken notion of Ne'buchadnez_zar , that Jeremiah 11as pro -B$.yloni:an,. that 

no doubt caus·ed him to i:rsu~ a:n or.dei• S!:!.ying ! 

i 
Take him, and look e.:f'ter him well, and don ,t 

do hi)ll any harm, 'but whate.yer he .shall speak 

to yoi,\, thus sha'l-f,oµ ao- i'ox" :him. 

( Jer. 39 .12) 

Of all the ironic ,experiences in the life o£ J:ere.mie.h, none perhaps ,. 

was gre·ater than thi,s. 

B~t what -was the. people, s reaction to this p.ro'llouncer ·of doom, 

. . . li ticall•• fulfilled? Those :Jiho 
after h'is words had been only too rea 8 ., · 

. to him to seek his advice, 
remained after tti_e f .a l1 of the cnt.y, 08118 

,! , b • · n , attci tud.e t,hat they had 
b~t :With the sametill'.:.douhti:ng, half- eheVl. g . . 

ke to them with Sl'll!Pathy. One half 
Possessed in previous day s. He apo 

N he prep. qhed t~ second portion,. 
0~ h~s mes.sage had 'been fulfilled• oW. · · · 

mentioned i n his cone~orat i on vision: 



If you Wi 11 reniain . 
. in thi.a land, then 1 (God) will 

bui. ld you , and not pull 
you down, and t will plant 

you., and not pl k . uo you up . • • (Emend ~ / t to ? I e. , ) 

(Jer . 42 . 10) 

and above a l l 1 

•·.Do not go to Egypt ! 

(Jer. ~2.19) 

And yet the people do not listen · Fir at ·t • • , .. , l u c·ontrary t .o what they 

desire, and more , 1.t seems oontraMt to th · --J e1r reason. The usual ref'uaal 

is not long in coming : 

• • .you speak falsely; the Lord our God has not sent 

you to say: 'You shall not go to Egypt to sojourn 

I , 
there , but Baruch the son of Neriah sets you ega inst 

us, to deliwr ua into the hands of the Chaldean s, the.t 

they may put us to death, and carry us awey cepti-ve 

to Babylon . 

( Jer • 43 . 2,s) 

So the people set out for Egypt, end as if Jeremiah had not suffered 

sui'ficiently in his life, they add the final thrust by taking both Jer-

emiah and Baruch with them. 

· In Egypt, the · people ae em to have quickly forgotten their previous 

experience, and threw themselves heart and aoul into idolatry. 1:ienoe, 

the prophet of God could not remain silent, Be rebuked them. The 

Jtnrs refused ab solute ly to P'\Y heed to Jeremiah, except to taunt 

him "l'lith: 

I 
I 



t,hefu earlier- w.e:s ,due to a aimil,J~X: d1f!oh13dienoe to ~od,? 

Ne:ar t:h~: ~n,a .. of ~he bs:>ok .of .,jer..eih'te..n, w.e maim• ou.r fbst 111.tJ,~t~ 

~ptµa,i"rit~nc$ 'with B~ruoh,. 'b:'is ·sc:r.:i :b.E! . ~a:ru,oh '17~-s 'his pne true f'::rieng 

-wh:,, had s~ood by h1m st-et~:rH}h..ly,, th,rt>~tho:nt .all t-he. cr1;1el y.e~-r:s. I:t 

w.a~ Baruch, wh;o ,u:r.re-~ed 'Vf~t'h him.~. :s,n'd who alsb he'·lpea· n&lt&. h;im .hmnnr.te,l. 

tr,~ :t,'i,.ina.llt, 't ,he ·r,aJ l}~s become ·toJ, t .·fying 1 the load Jias forced 1:um 

to pis.s: :\_q,~es,~ .And; th.e gitt.1:1:r;nei:Js .of lli.$' heart. i~ 4;1xpre.s.sed in thes,e 

.Apd I find tro i-est . 

S:ameht?w~ th!:! answe·r Je,r~mia h ·,1~ivJ.Js t,0 t)i,!)1 se~ms to t-R1_s wr~:£er cur,t and 

"bl · t ·1..;;.,t .a· ro·,,n· :nil~'.o ·1.:--d plumbed thE3 dep.tn,s of :de:s-cril.el. Wa•s it pos:s!l. · e •wt!' . .,. , ,.. • · u~ · 

· 'Wh·o liad borne· -sue h severe, ;pal~, whcs ltti~. the a,gp.ny of· frttst~.a-t-it?P, ... 



ls it possible 
th

at Jeremiah could have been 10 heartlesa? Surely, 

not by a11y stretch of the i magination , could the ebove lines be oon

eei:~ad of as conso l ing. At best it was oold oor.d'ort to hav_e life , 

filled -with so much tnisery, and yet leoking the spir i tual retreat 

possessed by the prophet • This iB the interpretation of th is 'lllr iter . 

His sincer e de s ire is to be sho°"n the fallacy of' his argument . 

Whet was Jerel:niah 
I
s reaction to the stolid atubborneas of the 

peo.,... le as sh o-wn by their rejection or his measage'l }li.s 01tn words 

speak for him : 

And the Lord said to me, do not pray 

on behal f of this people for their good . 

( Jer . 14 . 11) 

His love never diminished. If anything, he toiled to intercede for 

them, often . 

he cried: 

But "the fle sh is \7eak, " and lacerated by pe1·secution, 

You, o Lord, know it . 

Remember me end think of rne , 

And avenge me of m:,: persecutors; 

Take me not a'?lay because of your l ong 

suffering (Emend :(~~~ to :f ?.'1' ) 
• • 

I ha'tl8 suffer ai taunts • Know t ha t £or your sake 

( Jar . 15 . 15) 

f honesty, and a weakness s o 
Even in his pa in there- is 8 nobility 0 

Bhareoteristio of roo~l me.n , 
t t o hi o . He r ectlh:: that our hearts go ou 

ho- I stQod befor e You , Remember " 

f 

• 



To spe~R; g,oo~ £0:u t·nern 

·'I',o tu-rn• a:w.ay .y.ou~· wrath frotn t;he·m. 

( Jer • 18;.td.) 

I te.t-, iti r..f)tUl~-n .for th.is .in"t ,er,ees-sJ_,(j>:> . ,l..h i b 'I. •• .e.n v :e r , :.~,:~t\.,ti'..:; ·tliese: ve:-r'y· 

Peo1'll8' :i:; 0 ussd thicS' infih ·SU"'h ·ml •e·""'~ ., d a·, • · · . 
· f · · •!'<' · • • ••· • · · "' "' " ~ f ~n . · .a~,pa1r, th~t· ,e:t t'\1e e,nd r£ 

his t'i£e ·1,. t-}u;r- b i'!i-te·i·ne,ss., of ,,11i.s; h-e~r:t ;ro se "tfo h,ts lips. ~l'.id · h'Ei , crleq.: 

Why di~ I even ·hav:e t 'o ,etnaf.ge·.,£1'\ein t -ne, :womb 

'1:h.e, re~son for t.hi-s :sol"J;'OW ·w~s, t)1e pain infl·i:ct:ed. -qpo:n ~ i:nm! by 

t~~ ·v,_fiJ-n/ ,peopl'e he1 w'e:s t.~ying to hefp·. 'His '.lU'~ i •!I p-z;,;,n.i:1;.,i11YaHy· :synntr-

}!1l)P~S w.i, th :the ~~r-ITT tl'!\@~dy. 

op_p:os ft 1e>n he 

I ~v.e ~ecotne ~ c91ts}ant butt of ' l~gg:b;ter,. 

1 ,. Je-temi-ij:h E1:xp~otid st le..~ilt 

~t,1c•pu•ii'.ter.ed·.•· ( Jer • t.i18' 19} 

a beo$:l,1~'8 of :his lm·SSa~e (Jar• ·2s. !s,,,~) 
.~. He was pert$~t:ut'e 

I 
Iii 
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4. At 'Vat"ious times, he does seek 'Vengeance against his 

persecutors . 

5. He objects strongly to fa1se prophets and especially 

to t he ir claim that they prophesy in the na!Dfl of Yahweh. 

6 . Even after the city has fallen , and hie pror hecies 

or oven true , t .hose who rema i n do not believe his words. L 

7 . In spite of the persecution i nflicted upon him, ha 

possessed a great love fo~his people . (Jer. 14.11; 18 . 20) 

8 . His persecut i ons strengthen his reliance on God . 

(Jar- 1s.1s ;20.11) 

• 



and' espe:cially, 

• •.• th~ 'hoM:se o.£ lsr.'a~l. won ' ·t coii:ae.nt. t-o· Ii:sten to 

you, ~or th'<3.y -~re' t(ot willing to li.s-ten to: me;- i'o.r 

th!1 ,e.n:~'ir.e, ho.ttsa of ' Isr·ae'l ~: of .a hard: foi>ehe,ad., 

Q.m~ o.£. •a $:tiifi' b.eiar:t . Be'l'.11nli .I litve iro.:a;e· yQu.r facj 

hard a~a:-irfs\ ;t'.fieir. 'fa.ca~, ~:n·d· Jour fofeh:~~·a 'b;a,rd 

~gi inst tn~tt ro:r,el1e.:ac:ics ., A~ a d~ia\n¢rre hair4.~.r t;h:an 

£1tnt . nave I made· y'i:mf fere,haaq,; .µ·p1.1 ''t: ih·e. :~!'.rEl.io.. of 

th~m, and d-on 1t . bif dis_fi.i4-Y,a4 by ~het:r loo.ks-. 

It,· . corrnact.i ,1:>n with thJ-s !3''1:l.ti:c.i:l.)a'te.d'. ·rea:ctl·on from t'he. pe-.ople:, Oooke 

S°t·ate'5 :t;,ha'!L., 11·11e'it·b.e·r ; }1.i~• fe.ilo-w-e11,,i;'~ s, no1~ qjj:s iountryrite.rt le:f;t• behind 

iri titre J,anp. ,o,f I.s~!ilel, Yioul'd list.en to hi.m, or i.:f' they· ,1i$terre.!3, .v{t,Uld 

tfot, t~k~. h.im s'ewii,:u•sly~ •• ,-It :m;:s al:ways a proplE.t's lot ·;to b·e. in . ttpJ;>o• 

s:i:tto!f > ,and t .o de.liver a nJeis-s~ge· which: his flao,p,le d,tll not w~t "' ore·x-

l 
Jleot·.,. • n '.C:,oo•ke ·, s tho:u;g:b;t i's supJ>J>t\ed by- t)ie. ;f'oUo:1-1'.i.ng ve,rse ,: 

-~..; .... __ _....,_ 
l 0.oo.k~., G. A,., ·11!.C,.@ .• it· t .o -tr;·., P• .$4: 



. , 

. . 

'I 

1 ,Are the.$..e 1tof piao·t0ied ].y ,t 'he i'den.&. • 1 . 
' · · · •· • · " 10'.B.- Wot.as of Isat~h, (6_.9) iartd .J,ere•,:.. 

ini'e.b. ,5 .• 21).!l ·No: doubt, Ez:e kial. Uke :t.h ·t 'h 
· ' .. · · .e. 'P . . e'rs, me:t , hh i:_ni'tH,~,i re·~:t'fls· 

very eariy in his m~~.ist.ty, . H' 1· 
, l.S' ea:r. ier-· -rea-c·t.:i-on· -bo such opp.p,s•iti~;n# 

'p.~;1;-lya.ps·;' ~au.s.E!d him il!io •e~-c.'1aim &·s f.o1lp'i'i$:· :(tn God'snanD) 

( 
s~J,.,:-~ 

• • .pl,ap \11:it\y-our han'd's·,, eaj. stamp: with. rour leet,, -: 'J; :~(~\ 
end .silY,: A1.~~s ! b~c~.use o.t ~l.'l t 'ne 8\TU ab.0mi.nat:ion 8 ~ '(i,!i. · ~J ~ ""'~ .. 

__,., ,i<c, • ~~:fl; f.cL~.( 
l)r· the ltous~: eif' ls~:Sei, :thett?f~~ they sr.$ 11. ran by ,I(. .,er.,:. · • ·~.,,,,.& 11 

• 

th.a swor.d;, :ti1 famine and -~y 'Ql~-gue·. 

(Ez •. s.11) 

11·Unli:ke Re:rsea -an.d: Jeremiah:,; Eze:ld.el 'b.e·tra1,s l!ttie pi 'ty fo.r. :h,is .coun,tfy-
1. 

men·;. ·oo l ~ wholly ori ,Jahv.e''1'1. 1,s, side!" .11ow.e11er/ poor tr.a. aho'll'e ·theolo!;iY 

~Y. se~rn·1 le:t , u.s remember. th~t it w:a;s pr.otiably said .. i.t:1 .a mo.metit of heat · 

and fury.. ·That t:b:~ t ,c;>ve of $ zekiel ·f'oi:- hls, :i,e-ople h e,_qu14l. to the lov:e 

0,f ~ it her ijo.$E.ta or· J:t:rr-em.ie:h~ i's F>.r aver.i 'by lti,s QOn,:c.~p,e o;f tli!:i prophet 

•as i'Wa:t:;chman ,,. ove:r lsr-s.~l, ~ncl; ~s .s~ch, d'lreo:tl~ re,spon,s:i}ne ier e-aeh:, 

hid.iv'idual. ·To· as,s).clrne· su.C'h a ta:;,~· apd -:te.sp·on.stl>,.~.H:ty, :u.n<tp'lll)>i;~dly 

dJ.~play:·~ a . positive love. for <>Ra's pa,op1'8--• -~h~ v£tr-Y. f 'adt 't ,het we 

·.-~---....... -

. . •.. , , .... t , , 8.,,8 . .. as l 'sat fo trftJ ho1:1-s.e, And :i;t ca.me-. Q P ... "' • • •. , ·· · 

·an.ti t.b::e: elder s C!f J\J.d~ti-sat be:t,-oll'e. 'JD§ • .. 

(Bi. 8.1) 

i .C 0oke ··o·· .A' ·u I " o II on Ez.. P • 71· .) ·• ., -~,. ,. . ., 
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of his ministry~ to have in h' h 
is Ollie the elders of the pe~ple; and by 

his very presence, "Willing to t 
mes l'lith ther,,. Whether or not they 

took heed of hi-s -words, or follovied hi .. 
.. instructions, re11B1· .., e " a quea-

tion , but one tlt-ing is certain: 
suoh action as the above demonstrates 

a positive respect on the part of the elder s for the 
prophet . Dr . 

Bl ank ' s suggestion that perhaps the 
- - - above verse, and similar ones , ind1-

cetes a beg inning of t he Synagogue, is qui te plausi bl e .
1 

lio11ever, not 

all suc!J visits on the part of "the e lders II f , were or the sincere purpose 

of learning' God 
I
s word, as proved by the following: 

And cer tain men camEt to l!l8 fro~ ai:?ong t he elders of 
St.J~ {<.t? 11 

I srael, and they ~ (Emend ~'1 to 1/tia 11) before 

me • Then the word of the Lord came to m saying: 

Son of man , these men have set up their idols in their 

mind, nnd put the stumbling block of their iniquity 

befol'e their f ace, should I be inquired 0£ at all by 

l'ihy would such insincere men eeek out ~he pror:het? \'las it curiosity 

and wi s hful thinking that perhaps ne would prophesy to them t~t whi~h 

t hey desired'/ Or was it merely pity for one llhom they regarded -a s 

"dii'.ferent n7 We 0 annot be sure . However, of Ezekiel ' s reeetion to 

h i ~: Such a person , ( God says) , who 
sue persons, ,re oe.n be more pos ., J.V8 • 

•, . oomes to the prophet that he ~ zekiei] inqui r e fo.r 

him of me --1 the Lord wil~ answer him by myself, and 

I v1ill set my face against ti-et man, ana I mll r.lflke 

d 1 will cut him oU rr,m t he 
him for ,8Jj~Of,0r],,:f ,~J)1He-.,, to J~~ :·•~·~"!~/) 

(EToond j> then they sh.a l1 know thet - / 
midst of my people, - 1E" Jill, 

i-:ai;~k:s:~:: "Class Notes, 1 for Bibl e 3~ 

• 



••.The vi:fiom tlia-:t h~ s~es is -fot qny ·dA-Y'S to "¢.o!iie, 

·and .he er,ophe--ste.s i'or time:s th~t a-r.e, fflir o~_;r-. 

liowe!Ver , th.i's ·ttme, th';j, .p.e.dple ~d spo\.;en ~ b'it · too ''has.t'Uy. The• day 

.of .do:wnfail we. s qr.awlng near. Thia time,. a true prophet; -was alHe. to 

a-mp io-y,, , a~ p~oof' ~f !;li-s y,alidHy:, the -vs,~ formula, (~ut 18-. t.5~22) 
1 

:i11v$nte;.;'l. .fo,:r: t-he 1,1s·e ,of th.a £a;lse· prophets. In r e-s,p-onse to th~ 4ia.-

to- -their Ju--ove.rb; 

•.• • I fpod] will _m~lce tnis proverb ·to, ·<;,eas~, end they 

shall no. 1-ongsr 1,1~e: 'It a's a proverb in hr'se~, bu.t sa,y 

to t'he;m :. ·The <il~Us are at '.hand, and the ob ,je ot of ·eveey 

----- ... ----- .. 
i 'Btrt'tenwle s·~r, it.,, "Pr..O:phet.f of Israel/ .p • 29 



d 

.There.fore s-ey· t t"' • . , 
· · o 1

•
1em ' t;h1ls -s~ i th t~ l,,Qr,n God: 

.All my: word•s , t:1'\.'-,l'L . , . . .. . . 
, · · · ,,{<'I., · n ° 1·o'PfM~:t- l:i.e •de l~ye~· N -wft-i¢.h l 

speak,. sp~s:kiiJg ,afrd .~ot,ng,,, (Emend· i):t .f •1 ):r3 to 
';)'t y' )7)] ) . 

i" ; .. ··- . · s~ th the Lo-rd God• 

(E.z .. 12.·28) 

.I ~he p()pu lar· i§a~ wa•s that. •itecauae. :the .pr,:opn,e,~tes, w~re. ,·no,t ±<tllfi 11~d. 

t.taey c·p'q.ld be ign9re•d for t .. ~ p-'re;~e:nt·. 'l'liey u~e.d ~·S a t~st. for ·p.ro,

phe·tLc vaJi~ i "l'Y • _:bhe l)lTille.diate :t'ulf'i llnlent _ o,f a pr.o:ehe.t. 1 s· 1t(?ra1:1 {_D~h.it . 

iS.15.t·.t'} As. f.ar as· .th~y w.e:re· c=ono .er.ned, ·Ez.ekiel 'be,d faile-9 t'_o y,; s.s th.is 

1iTl;\ere. wep .~ij· fi).;f?!ll¢·'Qt. of truth tn. ·.the ,popul-$1" sayc~rig [s.),; 
\a • ~ ' 

apd Ez.¢kiEil ~eem:s to trlm.i t it ill hi;a: r-ep. 'ty: the.:r-e, ha:s . b.een a de.lay,, 
l 

·b~t the fu lfi l linant of the ,propne o !es 1,s ,,cl o·~ ·•a.'t hen'd. •! And · of 

th-is 



'gre ~si on'S • "'t:n.. Wl'fi.9 q +;Joµ fl!:!V(f• ,t,'_r~:i;i.sgr~S-~~d,. :1Jna m~lm 

:jl• n.ew heart fot four ~e 1-ve: s, and a !Jew 'si;i,i•ri't :, 11:hf aho:uld 

you .. d'i'.e:, 0 h.o,tse o-f ,ls~ael. Fen." I take nO' P,leq,s1Jre 

•in the, ·4.eath or htm,•'Vlh.o ates, sa.ith the: LoF~ God .• 

~~pent !' fp.etu'!'r;t 1J a:oo lh:e • (EmEfod ,, ?• ~il>J to •/rile ;t ) 
, .. 

t.J:uch or _l!}zelde·l' s: @iriistr.-y con sh,ted .of s~o·Uc. 'a~tl 1n11 for tl-e' 

purp-ose o.'f' de-mo-ns·t ·rati n~ .. abject H,is:son,s t ,o th~ peQple :, and t'Q 'indicate 

to 'them ihe t.rend of f'utute .event's. .A#·ter he bas, •l:/9-r_f'.'0:f!!&,¢ tbe act.ion 
' - + + -

o'f' di:@Pn-g tbroug}! ~ •e.-11.,. a::ri.d ~:an:ry,j.ng 1i bu-rd~n ·upon his bs.c.k to indi

.e.e..t .e t ,l'ie ap.pzr-~ach.inJ;,. exil~ (12.1-7), we. ar..e ·1,,nfor~d tl-e.•! the~ pe:o.ple 

asked hlm: s~-~t aJte you cio.i-ngt" (:Ez, th~b) .And he in c+,µrn (h'.i,stfired 

b:y, G'o.d) ~ive's the.,£.ollo:wi.ng_ e.nswe:t: 

(Om'i'tr: /t C? J »· ) 'Th:i;s prophecy (in.) Us fo.~ Jetusal~m 

_ . 
11 

th house ,o£ I~reel 11h.o are 'in her mli;'i_st. 
and a . · e . ··· (Ein~nd 1,.) IJl '? t.o i) .> 1.i)?) 



Say: I am your si · . L 
· ~n · ·u.u st a.s l have done 

s,o it shall be done to them-- tb_ey shall go into 

exile , into captivity. 

(Ez. 1i.10.,11) 

In .cha:pter ,il, verses l through 4,. it is · reU1,ted that God is to 

enkindle a fire Ehich 'Vlill consume the Solilth . ln verse 5, l!;zekiel 

is asked t .o e.xp~in the symbolism of 'his ~rophecy; nani~ly, the !'ire in 

tn,e fore~:l.s of t _be South. The e.xplanation reveals tha.t this fire ;.s 

sy'[llbolic Qf God ' s a-word wliioh He ,1ill qraw against the sanctuary at 

,l'en.\salem and ag11.inst Israel . Such an .idea is contrary t ,o the basio 

thought of the populace, namely , that the sencutary is inviolate. So 

they turn from .E'z,ekiet, and moek him~ the, prophet tells· u1s, witn, tl:ie se 

-words: 

• •• ls 'he not a maker of par.al:ilea,'Z 

{Ez. 21.Sb) 

Ezekiel reacts , first. by repeating the pro:;;hecy and r~itere.ttng tbat the 

f-i.re is G:od 1 9 si?ord, and tten by another bit of symbolism. By ai.vine 

n 
clec-ree he i s told to 11 s igh ••• with bitterness• •• in th·e s· ight of the 

Pttople. When theu inquire, 

• h1 ••• Why do you s1g 

Etekie l -responds wi tb, 

(E,z. 21. 12.a) 

. . • 
1

,. . fo't' it co!IJ3 s; t!'hd eve r y heart 
Baca.use of the t;id rigs , 

. 11 hands shall be slack, and every 
J1ha 11 melt, and a · 

. t n<ll all knees shall drip; be
spirit sba 1l be £a,.. n , a 

d . t sh.$11 be done, sei tb the Lord• 
hold; i:t comes, an l 

(Bz. 21 . l ?) 



he r.e:fr.Mn:s: froth g 'i:v-i,ng' "8ht .to his 

fealtng:s,, , h~ is t .o altawer. tba:t. !:i1:a wife,' .. ,,, .. ., . . . . 
· · ,s t:1~8,bh sym9,o,1ize·'8 th'.8. near' 

£a 11 of J,eru.s1Hert1, , an.d t!'tey e:~.e: -to act •· 
:tJJ ~ ,simila:re niari,,1:ie~.; n~• lt, t he,y 

ar.e· not• t@ mouni t~e i'atl of the c.·i ... y,. T"'-
o; • !,l<>,ao. co.mp~nions Qi' .E'z.e.ljii~ l · in· 

E.a'byloni,e. a-r.,e l'H>t tc, mc;n,1:r:<tt When Je~salem falls l-l •
1

:r . · · · · .. · · · . . • o wai .i.ng, or w.e:ep-ing 

wil.l aid the sit:ua::t,ion, It is ·the: win :ot· Gqa~~!!tid as ,su,c t. fa_ t_··o. ,,._, . . l . . ,,. ~ 

a~eepted . (the ~bov:e ~tJ.u,strat.es .haw ,m, :\ih..efr- .~l'i/,ffr'fj' e.t4>e.r.ieneeJ the 

prophets )eheld th~ hand· of ·Go.a.) 

t.n. ~on J\mcti,op wit:h tl:ie abnve .aeeo~t., w.e face ~ t.~:'!i~ll,.al diffl®lty 

i~ th~ t1r.i:tJrtg.-s, pr6,per •. -cal ,f.ead'y r.1enHoned in chapteu l \':if :lih,i; ~s~ay . 

Vst ses, ,2'2 thf cu~h. 2-1· o.f c.hcapiter· S t.-ell hov1, God· wili open :t® ~hen--closed 

lJIGu~h of 'the ptop,het . llovfeve:r., .n§t until che,p.ter. -3~. ~ment-5:on tns:c:ie· that 

Eze'k'ie l sp.a~s- ag-ei-rn, Sur:ely he has not b.een dwb aU this t .'ime . 

The. sfil lut .. ii;,n ·of'f'er.ed' ts that Ez. 3 ,26-27 b'elong-s in C,na-gte.r. ·24., }ie-i:\-1aps 
',, 

&ft.er,- verse 17. Howecv:e~• ti;, pla,c~: E.;z .• ·:1.2s.-21· ai:tf:ir. .;E:z,.. 2.4.11. ·~ho Cl"~ates 

di.~i'ioult0ies. .Nev,e:rthehHis·., aocoi'ding·, to, the. ab,9\'e .110.h-'tlon }i:zcel,;i:e l '-:s 



' ,.;,,-,'I_·, lan~tion that GQq wut ·b ... · """'If · · • 1:ng; ba'ek · 
~eatt'e:r:e.c\ Israel ·to tts ovm 

l n' ·a Thu .. ·S• his sy· ni"-·01 • t 
'EL .. • ,,, 1:1 _. ic ,ac, s: slgrrtr-t:ect not ""l d 

J Ou 'Y' enunciatj.on, P'1t 
81~0• -c~nt~.i,ned ~EMi.:$ons, or hope an\;\, fa:ith. 

Like 'tiih!:! Pi;h~·-r pr.opl},ets," Ezeltiel to.o. 
, came .. i.r,Hio, c.onfHo:t. with 

-the fe:ls'•e pr<op-he,t .s. •ln ,c:bapter 13 .. .. • .. 
. , . · · ., v..~:r.0e s l to 16,, .Eze Ri:e.1 ace.use 1,3 't'b.em 

of spea king: 'only· t l'la:1; ·-1\'!h-ic h i-s in .~he•k ..... , "'- . t ( . 
• ·· · . -~••n 1~.a£, lh In· E~ . 13.2 ~• 

. ...,.~~-u~~ '. . . . r .. ,0'/c-;,J,J,"'i'I,~ . 
, • 1 • - , .. Liter, P.t~Qt,· J'~ -lw ,a;.'te~ ~ -{ ~men.a I lt.'1 r1 J J 

to f ·•":;)flt'). The,:t have m:t:sl~d the:._peop1e ct~,. 13.e,vr·), ,pr,0ela~mil)g,pe.e,~e1, 

whe:n !aift-,'leh ,me·~nt ·the· •Ofjpo,si'te . ThelP¥Qfe-ssect 'lf6 s~ak 'in t ahweh • $' 

tllif/J8°.,. bU,t ·th:ey. sJ!-t>k~ orfl,Y, ' i,ha:t 'i'ih::foh.· ,n,y JtE!api-e · di:Y,S'.i.r'ed t'O nEiar> Qr 
II 

t 'hat. whi.c h they· .o enoe iv.ad ·in · tfe.r own mit:td s as: 'tru.e . Q:lpka :0-0.n.:sliier,s, 

tn.j.§ ·e,nepteJ- •al, in· rea.Uty,1 ijeating id.,th two gr,oup .of "i'.al~e" pr.o~he.ts. 

?h~ f 'ir.s.t in¢ l ud:es Ei • 13 .2 ,.'7··;8 , l:O~ Ia.-Hi•;. ~p_a, a:.~·e ~dd?i"e~sed i;n t ~ se,cbn!l 

:p'3-rson :imp.et at,ive, tila<s. ,plural~ They seem t~ 'belong· to, 'the Jewish 

~~ . 
~t>,.:J.ijtJy irr J,i'by:lonia, where, as we team' ::fmm, Jer. ·2:9.,8£', ?,1~2•~; sup\t ni't~-

~hief': :meRers· ·w-.or.e buat • Tb•· .d.elus-ions of peace sn:ow tbat ·t-n:e f'inal 

d-stl'iletlon of Je-rusa-tem h?,d not yet :t.a:k~m ple..-oe--. U$ing, ~· s1.mile·, Eze:).de l 

co.m;par ·es ih~se pr'ophet:,~ to m~m wno dmif! ti. 'l'l~.11 wit•h ~:t'.,ittle, f.!~ t~en 

the s.tp.rm COJn.es wriiQh causes the wall to. ce>Uap_sf1. u~Q.P 'thos,~ ;mo d(l~b 
l -

~---·-- ~-~--,--
1 Cotke:, G • .A .• , ,n·1.c.o. 11 p, 158 
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t .he r ~•s"-, arcrd th~t~ ~ulnlshl!ie;nt :Wril b.e ~xol · .. . . 
·· uaeion ~om tt:i.e .. I.enei ,or 

the ftutur~,. 011'.i . 13 .9 ) 

Eze kie I, l 'iJ<.e .J,eramialt ( 1 •1_a; 44 1, , .. ~ . . . 
~ .... ~.,lg , :d-e,no'tl,nce;s the bl~ck m~itc 

.pra.otised by- :so.me, or tm women.. B'o"th ,• .. •· . 
· · · · ); ll 1$.ijbyloni§, amont t-tie e~ll~·is, ·and. 

i:n J:ude.h t .he re iier.e. suob.. "l'Jls~,i T,\:r h -.a. 
' · · · ·· · . ..,. op e:1,~•sse:s ! For p.laii7ln11;; upon th~ 

credirl:'ity:' or· tne people· (Ei . 1$· 17:-\24) ..,. ·· · . . 
· · · • ·· . , , ., ,t;.zekte1 ttu·.~~t.en a, .them '.Vftt'h1 deat-b,. 

T.he -con.flfot of b·ue a:n~ ~alae ""onhe:"- ." ~, · • .. . . 
r _t, •• Y. a . .i;l5 no-11. a. ne:w one t.o ~i:I. in 0111" 

........ u. d" Let us, re·"",11 't 'h ..... J·"'s"'- · .. :h . tL·- • .. · 0
., : .: • J< • • - ..,...,. · .,. " u It' a,~ ·\I e o u11r h tera-r.y p:rt>l>:het s c!')tjd elmlad 

•t-hes-e pe'Cl,pla wit.\ttiJ~-t fhe le.a:sc.t show Q.f m~r:c~t, so too does E.ze·ki~L, .. ~rid 

to put' m:i.no ., :dtle ~o t.h!i! ·· oris'is o.f the- P~t.i9ci, t'i~ht1y so., 

Wi.\t the .t'al.1 ·or tha o·ity of ~e:r•ti.salem i,n. ,S:86. Ir. C. E •. , . th'e. warriing,s 

of the p·i:\ophe:'.tB "!·et•.~, ,vivt."d,ly. r-E'ioa1 le~ to ti~~ lll-\n-ih ~f t!,.e• p-e,ople . ,lfat.-

ur-a 117 en~ug.h~ w1$th t hi'.s Fer:nembra:nc~_, ~n;,d' t'he tllt-.~ps , tqat st·~e~ •at them 

serv1ni; a.s a v,eri::ftcation· ,of. t:he pr.ophe_t,i:o wo_f"ds;.• ine F:f{:;>pl~, 11.i, ao~b~., 

we·re east i:n:i;co tbes d~e.pe.s:~ gll:>.o:µi. and ·despitr!-. And ,this hopeles·ll •t>u'l;;-

1'6ok might he;.ve ·-t~ken root an.d flo,urish,·a , but for t be words of E'ze'kiet. 

It wes he who: i)'.);s'is;te.d t.hij:t all t.hi-.$ wa-i;; f.he. wotli iff Yeitiw.e.h .• Al:l t hia 

· ~is t h h d e · 1 d ana He· it vta$ Eis itU i. i t W?!S AP~ni--shmel'.lt. ~e -i vras w o a ' ~l e. ,. 

WP.ul~ . b'e Wh·o would r.etu-tn t,,~ peop._le-' t:-q ,tttei.r. land., .And- just es .iin

'!?Qrt~-nt., ivl;ls Bzakie•l's .c::i.nce:pt P.f in~i:viduil1 re-.spons·iliili:ty. He p:roc-

1,ai.mea •the, incttv-idual -so-µl as. t•hf3' $!).part~nt thi.:n:g, ·and i.l'.! ,:e.ddtt1on, 'lifte4. 

. :Those ivh@ ~ ·d pot $inne'ci hat} ·no n_ead from it the y,~:ight or the masses. . . . 

Ci£ their ev tl 



pa.op le for de spe. iring and se.ying: 

Indeed our t!'a'nsgress~ons and our s1.·ns 
~re upon uS', 

:~•nd we erEJ t~-
i'i~s i:ng e.w~y in them.; hov, then ce.n we 

With Ezekiel's ;_'nsv1e:r, tbe. "'ro1)het h 
~ r reae es exe.ltea heights that place 

\'lim in as high a o~te e~oX':t a.a any ·Who have gone before him: 

As l live,, saith. the Lord God, .1 hav~ no pleasure 

in the de-eth of' thp 'W.i,cked , but th.id;·. wi:c:l<ed turn from 

his T:ray and 1 i ve _; t\l,rn , tuvn / •iifQU fr:om your e-vU 

,1e.ys , for why vtill you die, 0 house of Israel. 

Since h is Fror hecies had been fulfilled , the exiles red ch~nged their 

ett-itt,de and become e age:v to list.en , But did the o~nge go below· 

the sur:f~ce~ True, they are sayin_g ! 

• • • Come, and hear ·what. is the word o-f the Lord, that 

comes from the Lord . 

(Ez. 3'3 .30b) 

But t he peo:ple learned so very sloTily, for 

•.• they cons· to you ••• snd s'it before you as- rt!'/ 

ond .""--ar· ' \ 'OUl" '\'IOl'dS- , but --do theni not ·, £or· p'eop le, ... 1.11.1 v 

wit.h the i r tlioi:tth tl1ey show mu.oh love , but their 

"'ter ·t he ~.r covet-ou.sne.ss • And y.ou ar e 
heart goe~r a.a. ·· "'· · 

,. lo'"8 ,,.,..n., of o.ne who na.s e pleasant 
to t,hetn ,as "' • ,,.., b 

. . la" tie 11 on an instrument• -•so 
v•otce, and can- P ., 

but they do not do them. 
they hear '[JOV.r word$ . . . 

(:sz . 33 . ~n , 32) 
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Wa~ this an e.e.rly. Syn~go_gue.'? :Pe-rhaps so , But :the me.in concern of t he 

prophet was the .sincere return 0-f a people to, its God , Iiowever , he was

not and could nQt deceive himself', This gen.a.ration l'loulq. never be 

worthy of the re·sttired nation (Ez. 37.ll.rf) . Tliey d'.id not knOi'l hmi 

to returit. Re·st-oratio-p tmlSt w~it f or ~nether, e m'Ore 'Worthy gen Ere.t,ion. 

V/he.tever their fttal.l lta., whatever· their failings , -whatever their 

ejeet i,oris ; l,e 10'Ved h.-is pe•op.le •with a -gesaiona~ de-v,otion , which is 
r . - · ·- - · ---- ·-

beet expres se·d by hi s pleading i ntercession on the i r be hall': 

Alas! Lord God 1 will you destroy al.l t he 

remnant of rsrael when you .. pou-r out ¥our fury 

upon Jesru sa le.m? 

l d t i..-•! W:e- c on-c u e u~n, 

message on t he 

1. Ezel;ie l anticipated a negative react i on to hia 

pe.rt of the people • ( h:z • 2. •6·• 7; 3 • 7-9) 

t i.; 8 mes~age in e. s.eri.ous v.e1n., 
2 • PeQple did not a.c.cep ''"" 

opp~sed t ·o popular notions ; henee 
3, Hi s messtu-:e vtes 

they t aunt him. (Ez, 12,22,27) 

4. Even 

O
~ey h 1."m ~hole-heartedly , 

the people did not ,u " 
generation i~spi,itually 

the present 5. Be :realize s that - · · · 
(1€,z , 371lff) ruture g_enerations. 

belon"'s to tbe ) dead , hence restoN.t-ion b h t (E"z_ .. • 13 .1-16 
it 

..... d :t,v the £al&8 pr:op. 8 S o 
tly ir1' a""' . , " 

6 , He is r,rea · h' ssf,"'e he 
reaction to . is Jll8 '--Q , 

th . • r r,egat.i.\18 
7 1 spite of .e1. . ,. . ). 

• n : ( 9 e..·18 30- .:i2,3 , 20 le Ez • • ., • 
4'or his peop • 

Possessed e pr.ofouild lo~ -+ 
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F • Deuter.o-Isaiah 

T,he 'writings of· Deutero-Isaiah 1 e.a ve U'S with the def'ini te impt""es-sion 
that a prophet is ape.a< ing not 1 , _; on y. abcut the• pe.ople , but iµ.i)o · abo'l.t· 

his persona l experiences , The· l' · 
i mp- lcations seam qu.i~ cleerly to indicete 

,j . h . 
tlVf he is e.vrng ., or has. had a •cliffi..cµ.It ttme. Yet. the. i'ee li~g that God 

i;, ever 'l'l it h hlm, is a certmtnty i n his hel\rt . 

Th~ best -solut ~011 for iihe imterp'i:-iet.'ati011 ·or this i!llterie.l is to 

suppose that the serv.ent s pok-en of, ijl the peorle Israel . The writer 

is using on~ of hh figures of speech, Israel is comparable to the _pro

phet witha mission, and naturally en®gh experiences v.icisaiw,dea ~s 

does e. t .1·ue prophet • lience we find a composite picture of the proph~t, 

-.and this in 'turh se:nves aa a. piotqrE! of Is.ra,:d a s an a.gent, .of G,od ·. 

Deutero-Isaieh drew U1)on the experiences· of Isaiah, and especially 

Jer8l?lia\-i. He no doubt made· use. of' their 1'lri.tin~a., as ·.:;ell as of hts . 

.first hand 1..--nowledge and axp~r~nce, In addition, he may he-ve used 

also, the unre,corded •e•xperd.ences 'of ,the other prophet$ • 

In v.ny event his records do tbrow. an interesting light upon prO'phe.tic 

e:xperienoe , as well as tl!)OTI the ree.¢tion, received int-urn , fror-; 'ibe 

people. Thi s prophet. was f aced not. only ,1it ll his peo0le 
1 
s rebuff, 

but also viith their gloom. At t his time (ebout 538 B. C. E.) those 
l 

l.ivbrg ir-i Pale:stine .were ,desperate• · 

h pe·~ple " 1th the id ee. that 
Th~ p:ropbe t determines t.o impress t 8 

d d
et~rmirre 8 htstory. WJ-e ther the events 

Yahweh i,_s the 't¾od ,,ho shape~· an · 

be to their good or 

~bout by His wi ll . 

_ v event they nave been brought 
to t .heir b,urt , in an., 

t light is God.''s doi11g,: and , el
Even their pre sen P 

11 N t ' £0.r :Sible 3-.. ___ ,,, _____ "" Dr , Blank, in ·C·lass o es 
1 Al l the: abo~e -ideas .aNi pr.esented by 



¾o.ause l [.God~ kn . . 
·. •~ ew ,t!'m,t y:ou a.~ · obstinate 

And ,your n_e ··k •. • · 
· ·· 9 ::ti.cl ~n• a..r.0.n s~new, 

irld :Your bl_'ow b'~.s~•; 

T~re£ort3 I ha·~e ~EfQ,l4ft~d-
.. - it to :you from of ol~; 

B'e'i'o~s it · . . . clime to pa:s~,, ·I aiino,mce:q I:t. tq you, 

Le st y,ou .should $ay: tty :td.o1 has a:o•"'. e .. ,, t'!l.~m., 

4nd. ·rrrJ gfaven i'.ma_ge.,, ·~pd t!W, m.olteJ? ima~, b,.s ,c.ammanded 

them. 

FQ_r l 'krle.'l'I. th~.t you. wo~lq d'e_al ve.f"t '~t.e •e::chor .. o,1Jtty, 

.Ap'd ·.you i'i@re, ca !leg ~ trimsg;re•~sor £r ~ ttie wo.l'lih. 

What i's the pr•Clptiet,' •.s r.e,actiori -t;.6 t'he --pe·o:plle•'l· 1Ie ans:w_e.rs 'thi-s ~uestioi'l 

-f.o?· t\-.i with-: 

Hear; Y,QU deaf- on~~, 

And 1,_ook~ you '.b.li-r'lii, tps.t you.. t'rll"I ,aee. 

Whc;, i '.s pl:i:nd' l,,ut toy .s~.t;vant?· 

Or d~e,,£., put .. rrry· mes:senger :whom I send'- l 

1\'ho is·. bli:nd {'but he j~t is p:aid o.ff) 

I t'l· l;E'-end ,, "t· 'TIO e ') 1.) ) 
L ,._.a· < S s:e·r'<l'S n . ~ l(U . . 

.Ang /lea£ but tl)e ' o ... , · 

'!'--·-"--·~---.. 
· 1· V'ex:y a~uetfu•~/ i'r of.~$inal 
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Seeing many things, 

Yott don ' t conceive tl'e1·r • import, 

Opening the e,ai's•, . he hears not . 

(1s . 42.18- 20) 

I:n -the E'yed•l'S:hiVe.h songs· there i.s pre.aented ..,_ us a ""' moat realistic 

picture of too life of' e messenger of God . Surely it applies to the 

people, lrnt a.a. we rlav-e mentionea be.t'o_re, it also applies to the indi

vidual prophet. Undoubtedly Deutero-'rse.t~h has taken ,too e~eriences 

of the other prophets; especially Jer-emieh , probe.b-ly combined ti-em with 

some of his own, and th~ exalt.ad t.oom into a prototype £or an ent~re 

nation . i"lhet the ·pro'phat StV1l here appli:ed t _o the nation on e. large 

s<:a le, but ;,10.s j ust a s true for Jerem.iah -and prob~bly himsell', on a 

soaller s.eale. Pe-rsecut.ion seems to be an integr~ pert of the lives 

of the literary prophets . 

I gave Tir;I back to the smiters~ 

And my cheeks to them thet plucked off the hair; 

-Jl~t I hid ,my fao.e from shame end $pitting. 
(\ 

(I s. 50.6) 

d the prophet ' s f ' ith~ Yet, s~ch persecution ouly strengthens 

For tlt~ .Lord will help me , 

Therefore 

·-The.ref ore 

I ha;'le not been c0J1founded; 

t nnr ""'ce l i ke a flint 1'. h~ve se .,.,, J."I 

And I lalov1 that l ~ha l
l not be ashamed . 

l the picture 0£ t\11 
P

oe~prophet deve op 
Brillie.nt.ly and ctav.erly. does th8 

I'' 
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peoP,las oi' the· eert.h giving forth their r'!;ie.ction to the suffering eer-

1ant--I.sra~l . Ce.rtainly 1t is not imposdble to e·ssume that oorrte.ined 

~i.thin the larger can-:,as deltneatiY1g Israel) is a smeller portrait 

dErpioting the sufi'er.ing of the indivldual pt'ophet b.im~eif;, perhaps Jer,e.

roinh~ perr1~ps Deutero-lsaiah , perhaps both,. 

----------

He was despised·, and forsaken •of men , 

A ~n of pains> and acquai:T1ted 'Vii th disease , 

.And e.s one from whom men hide tnei.T .f.ace, 

He we.s despise4 , and vie esteem-ad him• not. 

Surely our diseases he did bear, end our pains he carr ted. 

While we consiae·red him st'rlcken , 

Smitten of God. an~ afflicted • 

.. • .All we· like· s-heep~id go ,ast·ray , 

We twned evfJry one to lt'i.,.a own way; 

th • · it" of e.11 of us. 
.And t ':ne Lord meted out to hilll. .. e :i.n.1.qu ., 

h h "'' mbled him~el.f ' He 1'18 5 oppressed, t ·houg e ,tU . 

And did not open his rnciuth 1 

As e. lamb tha,t is led to s laug~ ter • •·• • 

. • d ·udgment he v1a.s taken . away, 
By oppress:i:on e.n J . 

..-: ·~ho did Tee.son 
:Arrd with his ganera.,.,.on • . 

e.fi'llcted to d.eatb 
. r'iOJl he WS,S .J t . 

For their transr;: "if ,.1 '"'~ 'l' it,.. o 
(EJDend . r rf •·J, f°'~!~ ) 

p1'NI - •, I r.• 
... 'f - • . ., '1(8d · v,ith the w1c . • 

,..And t n,ey made his gre.ve . ? , e ' 
h ts torn.E,, (Eme-n4 

J;nd 16t ·h evi1 aoers , ~.ft'Hr ) 
. and l'.11 i'? --~ 

1 See Jeremi.eh U.19) 
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Although he did no ... l 
.10 ence 

Neither Vias any deceit in his m·outh. 

(ls. 53.S,.4,6-9) 

Surely the sb.ove is 8 vivid descr'iption oi' ler~el' s suffering, but just 

as certai:tf a-re vie1 that it is also a ·,tery ti-u~ l)iotw:-Ef of en individual 

p-:rophet' s expe.1l'ieno8'S • How do the _prophet 1 ~ oontemppra:riee re.a,et to 

him and to his message? The abo-ve descript'ion nio~ than ans11era our 

question• 

Yet why should a man (or a peoJ:) le) be chained tQ such a destiny 

by :Goel? F.or this , t.oo, . \here is ari answer . The re.ason being, that 

••• it pleased the 4'rd to crush him by disease, 
(1'mend I If>,) to ,f Al )' . 

To see if h.is s:,ul 'llould o~fe_r itself a s ap offering, 

That he mig;:ht sire his seed, prolong his daya , 

.An.d th~t the purpose~ of the Lord m\g-ht pro.aper by h.i.B 

hand. 

(ls. 5'3'. 10') 

1 .. =nat.hizEJ with t~ peo·ple, as well 
In a il trut,h, l)eute.ro~Isaiah cou d .,., ... !:' 

as with the individual prophet, 'Vlith th~rse_ ViQrda : 

0 you afi'lioted, tossed with tempa·s·t, 

And not co~forted••• 
(Is • . 54.11i) 

Still, the above statement is not 
• There exists one enttrely correct,. . 

th . Lord is comforted; namely, 
re•spect 5.n llhich the ser,remt •oi' 8 

. ttftes me ,••• 
:He is near th!?t j\15 · 

·11 help n!e,••• 
Behold the Lord God ,o. 

( l-S • 50 • 8,a tt, 9a tC) 

I 
I 



l 

llelptess,. tne;- ~rQphet t1.'8ts God! 

Wiylt :,ahall I p :r.oc.ld)'!T? 

(Is. ld.saP) 

Gt;>d :~fv.~ s thf~ mes.sl'lg;~• to. the P.~ophei;,~ f'o-r the :p,e,,op le!. 

A:i l •f'lij·sh is g,r:e.ss-, 

• And ~ll i ,ts .wealth ~st.he bud of the, J';1~ldJ (Emend l~Ql), to .tJ 9·'11 ) ' ... 
Th~ g;ra.ss 'W.:ithe.rs:,, th~ flower fades, . 

When the b-te;atn of tb& Lord: bl'o\rJ-8' u.pon lt (Omit as- gl~\sB>'l·i) 1:il>. f~lcJ 

The• gta•s s withers ,. the :t'll>'l'Wr f'ade~, 

13itt. the. ,word of tf}e l,,ofd abide•s floi.-.ev~r • 

(Is .. 40·.6b-,'l.,8) 

is •not ,.s.o• 0. '". s· ·1·.-1,.y. d,;_. ·s.lo. dged.- •. Still ·HO'\'levet; a dee.ply·· iqt.retJC'~d de,spalr - "'"" .. -

-a·ga1.n t .her pre>'.@Jiet ,upb,~ai,ds the peo_p1e, for ~loo-mily seytng·: 

1fy: c~ $8 J?.~~-se s by Gog ur:iseen' 

And .my; 'T°lg-b.t is· ,? ssed ov~~ty· my Ci.ad . 

(h·• 40.127b) 
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That the everla~tinD Go~. 
t> <1. the Lord

11 

The Creator of tk · 
· 1'8· ends or the ear.th, 

Doe sn 
1
t f'a int, nor 'is he . -? -weary~ 

Apd tner(:)· is no 11earching out the lil'!lits of hie knoviledge. 

(I$. 4o.aa) 

suoh "TiflS the hope that one who :had been eersecuted, gave· to his persecui;ors. 

~nd when. \hey pe,1;;sist_1gd in their. dejection, with 

The Lord h l!-s forsaken lie, 

And ·the Lcird hat. forgotten too, 

the prop,het brushed a:wsy the t~ars. of his des,Rondent peop.l~, -and gave 

t hem coure~e with these te-gaer, yet ir:refutable Vlord.s ;. 

C&n ,a w,ollttH:i forget her child, 

That she should not. have oompa~sion on the son of her ,,omb'? 

!ndeed, these may forget, 

Yet I (God.] will not forg_et you. 

Behold• I h·ave· graven you upon the palms of my hands; 

Your wa1.ls ere coritinuaUy before me• 

(Is. 49 .15,16) 

Thar~ was no g;,mi rea.son to o.a.use one to lose hope . 

for God·. , a -ska i 

The prophet , speaking 

1 "'h t tt cannot redeem'! 
Is my hand ·shortened at al ' " a · 

Or ba ve I no pcme-r to de liver? 

h hod nunished1 also possessed the 
'ft. . b ·: He r1 o .. 1: · ·ne ans.y:er should be o vioUS• 

Vo
,; 08 to 8 thought tlia.t per-

Deute .. o-Isatah nOVI gave "' ,. 
Po'Vier to redeem. • " 

d • t • .... r 1·ng mo~nt s •· He url:ng •J · · th to coritintle, 
haps had given him the streng 

·th the hope· the.t it will 
Perha•ps , 111 

Oi'fere it to ~he people now, 

encourage 



them as it once di d an il1dividual s~rvant of'· Yamveht 

Lis tan to rn~ you 'VII,,~ l....: .• • 
' . ·•'!;' .,..11 0'W rie;hteoueneas, 

The pe .or le ln :wnose heart is my {God' U law; 

Fear not the· taunt of men·, 

lfoither be dismayed at 'the'ir ravilings. 

(Ia. 51~7) 

Forgettin.g the abuse that they probably had heaped upon him e~r,Uer, 

forgettibg the p.ain they had inflicted upon his. body and soul, ttie 

prophet rose above mortal desire for vengeanqe, and saw only a dow:n

trqdden people , ,,hose spirit had to be lifted up and ,encouraged. This 

Jes Deut·ero-lse. ieh • g· reaction to his. contemptre.rieB'·, e.ntl this ~ety 

reqct ion wa-s h$:a me,ssag,d·~ 

We eonclui;le: 

l,:¼ut now thus aeith the Lora that created you, O Jacob, 

And he that formed yru , 0 tsraei; 

Fear not for I have redeemed you (repeatedly], 

I have called you by name, yoo are mine . 

Do -not J,e afre.i.d, for I e..m :with you; 

I -will bring your seed from the· ea!!J, 

.And gather you from the west • 

(Is. ··4.5,1,5) 

. De -Alsaiah's mes;sar,e , (Is,. 42-18-20) 
1 rejected u -r.ero · 1. The peop e 

·b e of his words. . t d to -pe!'sect1tion ecaus 
·2. He was subJec 8 

lls. 50.6;· 63.3-9) 
1., unon and be strengthed 

d him to re ., "" 
3. Per.seoution cause 

8' 53. 10) 
by hi.s fe;_ith. in God. (ls, 4o:, 2e; 50"

7
' ., his 
• . been persecuted by the people, 

s- his lUlV-l.ng ( 8 . 
4, In spite o.,_ 1 t· n snd. hope• I s , 4.0 .2 , 

offer the~ conso a i~ 

love for them ce:uees the prophet t .·o 
50 • 7, a ; s3 • 10) 



l 

J,. 'l',he IJli'P.Phet' , . t , . , .. 
. ·- . . s con e.wporari,l'e~ -vea:c.t to his mes.;s~~ 

,•vztth stil;lbbs_z<.p <hubt., re:je·otior1.1 ••and' outn:i: lit :h • . . . .• 
· g_. P Y~i,.c~i vlg_leJ1ce and,_ ,p~r-secutton . 

2... In n1MY. ca se,s t ·he, p·Er p· 1 1 ·t · · · 
· · · · · · ·0 e. s. · au11t tr,ig qµ,~s'l;ion a sig11t-fy 

that t-h..e--y, ~ .ga,x-,de.d thes~• Pl't1t:i-hetcS· M - false . 

13 • When t ,~e- t:r:q,:t;'}t of· the ,nro __ n_he, t. s. i · ... ~-
r:, t< 'Vlor.t.1. s 121d been; 

v,e-r.ifiea by !f i -s-.t -or,ical ay~~ts~ still too peop1~ doµb:ted t-he ttt ver~o i ty" 

{Jer .• 4-S-.t,S) a nd r·~l\ts:ed who,:Le-he,a:,rtedl¥ to. ~ - 1:ie-~4 m'"' thetr ad::v1.ce.-· 

(Ez . -3'3 ~.3l.,;;~2) li:e:rrce th'§i . _p .op,ha'ts· 1-o.ok to· futu_re g~n~r ~tiotHi to c"mn~r.ehend 

arid adi;pt t:i.~i.r mess:~g~,. ·exsee-t Deu-1:er.o-~ls~iah. 

by St?.e:h rea &t ions., •nO'We\r.er; such e·xpe·rie.n.oe,s intt;,l'.l s.ified the· ril is.nee 

.upo:ti Yah,'leh ang the Rr·ophe-t 'f~\t a ~8!1-~e orfaearness to*. arig- i'~fth tn 

God, which ,t ave him •c-our~g!:t~ to .cont·i,nue tt> .f'uH'il l his mtssi.on . 

'5. bes'Pite t,b-e· pe1·secuitlon .•sufl:e.r.il.a at the !fo'nds. e.£ · 

ttieir e~,;N·t~mp_oritrie,s , the/ prepll~-ts pQSS.e"S~:ad' a s) nce:r..e- lo,v-.~ -f.Qt' the"ili: 

peQpie ,; ~n:d· c ohstant\y iti:tere~,de.d wi-t_h God. ·on the'ir b.ehr-1.f . .Anq i .i'.l ,the 

. De , . . 1. .. ... "''/ff"' st:r'ov:e. to Uft them f.:X,o;n!. 4u-ca~res off :Eze:kiel ,a.nd _u:tero~ s~·:i:a1••.1 <;> ·,, 

·h ~o·"' C ,..estoratfori: a.nd ~· tlEf\V lif,e·. rsij'ian.; · P6cl>E\~,~~ti·~ and tq, g-iva th:em PP,8• ,, ~· 1"' • · , 

h . , "t . . ""'d rer.:ain-s Jida_m~nt in h i's ~.t ,t i tude of· · · oweve-3; ., pr·oves th~. excep., _,1.0J1;, ,")., . · ' 

·· . . c l~e of oomna-s•sionaie emotion, 
de~'IJ~c-i:a t.ion ,oil'· th~ fe:op'le, ·and. g,i:ve•ts' us no• · -· · '·-· 

t 0"1a_ .r..;3 th. u .. Q,m. 
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6 . The prophet llas persecuted only be-cause his ?:ness~ge 

;1e.s contrary to popular thou~ht and belief . Re was not per secuted because 

he wes a prophet• Prophecy '\'las an accepted phenomenon at th~t time. 

7 . The literary prop mt shovis no tole_:-ance for "false" 

t e.nd u-ses every opportunity to denounce them for d~ring to pro
p-r:>phe s, 

' . phesy in Ya~weh s name . 



Chapter IV 

lfuat Stgnificanoe Does the Prophet 

Attach to the Fulfillment or 

the llon-fuli'illment of 

liis Worda? 
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Chapter IV 

What Stg~U'ic~nce :Does the p 
tophet Attach to the Fulfill t· . man or 

Non .... Fut.ril lment o£ His Words? 
A. Amoa · 

The text of Amos (as reoonst t d b · 
· · · rue '8 · Y Mor.genstern} d oe:iJ not pre sent 

an answer to the eb~ve quest · H · ' 1.on • o,1ev~rt, the very fact that the pr-o-

phec ie s haave been r ecorde~ and " .. re .. e •·ved d .. ,,. ... • .oe s il'ldic~te e. great d ea 1 to 

us • The term " Lit,erery Prophets, n is by 1Jo means e mial end,ing appellation, 

but in f'aet a r ,ather apJ?ropri,~te o:n'e , at)d s.igtiifie,8 a p~sHi xe "~olicitude 

to.r the pr eservet i on of their pro,phec i e,s . 11 T,.his concern for their writings 

seems to be an e,saentie.l point of difi'erence betwel:3!l the older proph~ts . 

end the new type marked by. tl1e ap-peara.noe of AmQs . The earlier "prophets 

were concerned about the present.'' and the iinmedi ate ev-ent s of the hour as 

t, \_1e~ af.fected tb,e 1r ot;n nation . "The newer p,ro,phet-s beheld a sdhens. 

r('Jao hi.ng into the fat. futur e; they ,ver.e m·ore v,it~lly oonoerned ebout 'th& 

ul.timEJ:te w.orking out s£ this ·scheme th,at nb•wt th~ aftairs of thelr own 

d,e,y; their- me,sa:age· wa-s no, for -\,lte'i r compatriots or c:mtemporaries a l one , 
1 

bl.!,t £'or all men in• the das,$ to ooine •• ••" E:arpez\, too, is in perfeot 

a·ccord -w i th this idea , a'S -shown b,y his sti>.-te.tzient, " ••• the ' p-rophet'io 

utterance ,was no longer a te!!iporary matter, utte·re·d for a apeoi-al itime 

or set or c:ircuwstances, it hsd bGcor:\a, s omething '0£ eternal value • • • 

h l:l.ror•a;rs in "'eneral, end no+. merely the his position •• ,bef!rS uporl'~ uman J; .. c 
2 

· 0 ro a cert·ein tirae • 11 
affairs o:f a single netioti, nor ,l 

Since their 

prophecies, were directed to.tra1•d days t ·o co~, they found H necessary 

end their hope s for the sah<e of to pr e.serve in writing their vis ions 

W
'h1.' ch would some day cause t heir v1ord11 of 

that ideal future gene-ration 

justi~e and righteousness to be f ulfilled , 

--------- - - ti 176 
1 B\l.tt.e11w,ie ser, M~, "Pro·p'Jt!:lt s of Israe 1' P• 
2 Harper, Wm . R., 111.c.c. 11 to Amos, p . CX:X:V 
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:Atnos , undo,.ibtedly, was the fir 
at am:>ng the prophe.t:s to entertain 

en L~ea . "Altbougli he pl"obabl 
· 'J e~eoted t:he end of I.srae•l to come 

;vi thin hi.s 01'/n generat i on , he sa-w th 
8 aciva.ntage of 8.ivinr; hi:s thought 

6 definite p lace . He way also hav-e h ., i . 
llu n mind the possibility of tre,:ntr

l 
mitting it thus through discieles .n 

.But lll~rgenstern P~.!3seri'ts e. £ar

more o-ogent reason for the ,,r~tten rec.or->. 11 
\I • •, ln the face of the grOV1-

ing t i de of disbelief' and of' £eelin"' t"-t t h r., 
I) 

11.« · e ,danger was, past .:,due to. 

t he earthquak~ •• ,Amo-s ma-y· well have .1£0elt · • .1.ibl an 1rreu..s1, e impul,e., ~hic'h 

not i mprobably he may have. attributed to divine ui;ie , . to wrtte down, ••• 

a permanent record of his message a-s he had. de1ivere.q it ~t Betliel t1wo 

years be.fore, so that it might settve as ijP endurin,v testlwony an.d war1r-z p . 

lng to the pe·ople ... , '' Morgenstern now offers -supp.ort to one of the ideas 

mentioned i n Qhapter I of this paper . The~e. :we aQ.cep.t·ed the pos-sibility 

thet in s ::,me cases the account:. of t he oonseci:-.., t _ion v.i.sfon, may have \Jeen 

co lo red by th~ pr qphet ts experience after he a a;su-mea, his mis·.s-ion. "But 

merely to .cl'."ecord the spo.ke'l"I address itself ·vias not enougtt , , n.1>t nearly 

enougp . ');!:le present popular thought and conviction had ~rovm out ,of 

t he interpretation put,, up.on t .he devastating, e.ffe.ci,,s of the eerthquake., 

and part.ictt,ls.rly as they had af.fected the natio11 al sanctuary: at Bethel, 

d t·he ,,.,,_ . .,. 1.·est A·m·.,_ziah. All ·this hed double si~nifi.oan-ce an p~,rheps even r " 

t-n the light of 'his p-erson~l;' e.noounter 'With Amaziah--end his pronounoe-

t . , a• £ ta Therefore it wa.s absolutely neo~ssary men o.£ the latt e r- s . ire e, • 

to recount that incident as it hed -actually t i•ansp$.red, tha:t its t.rue 

1 A"'d ine smill'.)h as Ama•z iah had 
made c· ear • " · 

--... ·--·-·-----1 u _ R "I C('" i• P cXXVII •~rper ; W. ~ • , • ,.., • • 11 v 1 1, p . 126 
2 l!orgenstern , J ., 11 ;~ .os Studies, 0 

• 
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c~a.11a.ng~.d his autho1•":i.'t~· es a wi~o'.phe't . atia ..... · ;:i r· . _ . . 
· :<t.a_\;I aileq c;omptQ:t.elr, a·s ,1>b-

vio.1:,tsly- :the .v~s't n1ajad.ty of the . - . 
· · · gep~ral a:u:c;li:~'l}'ee had, l'a-i:led li:\tE'itlse, 

'.i.;,o cQ:1npr•elie'P~. tl,,e t 1--ue, nrt.i.•tu.i'e· of his -nr •· ta. .-..,i _ 
' . . i-' . QP,ue-., •'C, ca 11,. a-uthor{ty, ,, ;arf d 

m~;s:s~ge , it be Q:~me, -l~t>aw.ti'tl 've that tli • l:r · 
- - · · l$ a. ,n.ow pre._it,ent,ed as fult:r~ 

G_le.E(,l'LY,. a;nd ~otrv'inoin:.g.llf ~s pos•si'!>le, Ji. 
~-~· .·mos 1ilt:rt.icipetad· in ~t.3 w.r.-i'~r~en 

re.o.or-4 of Ah fir9p,het'ic m~i;i i-$.t,My· the oh"l.1e· "'g·e· -
0
·- l\ \l""- . • . h 

. . .. . " ;I. .row:t,;i,J. to ~tm .blf. t.he 

ac.c.ount of- the, f'our ppe:p!.tt'~t'.oey visions w~t~~ ;b:r 0ll~ht to hi.Ill,,. ~i:ie;l, 

the' np,i't·ati:rtg. sf whic'h wus'b. n'P.;W liri ng to ~he· p
1
e,p ;-la., tJre knowledg:.e l:l.nd 

c-onvbtiot1 thRt he wa~ in,El·e,e:d, a ',9:i"'op.het 0 f . taJn1.~.h .•• -he. wPote d,o'lv'fi the 

r .eco~·•d o.f' his :£'our p~erea-r_e:to,;-y .visioh6 at th';! entl, ot ·tlfe ,r,,ecotd ol" hie 

·s!'oke-ti 'w,oras and the i.ndisf.l.e':p•~~lfle • i.riti-e.ductht,. to· t he n•al".r~ti~e a~c.ount 
·i ,.. 

o:r his c onte~t 'i'1iith A:m:a·~iaJ1_. 11 

preseryed llt:ichange.c}. ·even, tho~e prop,hec:.tes wh:i.ol'l. ,o.ontsihed er-F'onaous for&• 

ca·s:t,s. By ,th).;s i.s mesn,.it ·pr.op~ec i'e .. s -whiol} b;fAd' Q,een,. d.i,sprov.ed by •Pb:e ectu.al 

!)'.U\\come ot rfistotieal events. As ne shijli di·s.:00:v;,:1.r , the v,ad.ous dE;l't;~ils

of' .t in1e, p.lac-e > and ctrcull!-.stance p.ott!>esse_d rt tt le 'i~por•'l)atree f.o.r t ,he111 • 

Specii"icuti.o.n~ such as ·Miese, tl,l~y reg·ar.ded as 't-h~ , l"l;!:sult .of ra-'t,iond 

I1 their reason erred 'in 

these matter~:, if t-he~.r ,jurlgmeDt: ..f'a-1.l~d to e:!3'ti.ma:te t .h~ poli't'ioal s·tt-. 

'Uat,.fon· C'orr(;lc_tl:y, ·this i:.n ?JO ·manner ·or ~ans inva lid·at.ed the bas'ic, 

truths ··¢~ i)r'irtQiple$· .0r -whi'c~· they vie:1·1;1 c-ognizsnt t;hr-ough- t.nei~ dlvilie 

in~pi'ratio:13 , , The-se n~'b1e ·~rui,rus at'Jd l :irin~lples w.ez·e tb'e i .Et.al essera:e 

f. ""."", ~a .. ,t. ''If the .pt~rhst''s status shettid h e· .det -0 theiF' p:ro.phec1es'• .IJ! ,1,-· " , 

:-"'," z,'r,11·· ""t of his ;pr,ot,; he9.y ~ a. resul\· -e:r.iili;ne'd by t:he fu 1.fi l ltn~nt, .or no.n-.. .,.u. :i mg., · 



.. 
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,d1ioh could b_e ascertained only aft th 
· er 8 lapse of. time, pel"he.ps of 

years, such a command, Oeut . 18,2?.,_ weuld. be 
,,1 meaninglei,s. Oon,riction 

th time tn be l at e. 8 prop cy w.as ~elivered ,10\.1.ld he. impossibl e.'"· 

Return i 1ig, more specifically to .Amo r • d •" . . . . , , s ,. we 11n • ,1Lor,gen s:tet'n of· -the 

o~ini'on that, "No second hand. no recordel"nor bi•ogre.pher, c·ould have 

c:or.iposed these st.irr.ing, self-rev~.aling poems (f'irs.:f: f.our visions) , 

but only the prophet himself , only he v1ho had himself en,·erienced 2 ' 

these vision s.. " On the above• basis "VI~ may assume ·the.t, f.irst, .Amos 

himse 1£ recorded his own \Vord.s 7 after hill short ministry- , and second, 

he did so in .order that his book might i·emain as a lasting· monulll8nt,ttsti?/."t 

that he ha_d fulfilled the mis:si:,n, assigned 1).itn by G=.od , .and thirq._, that 

these recorded words migh:t serve as . ·e 11ha:untin~ 0,0,nscience" to the peopl e, 

remindin.g, them of ,th~·ir fEdthle.ssness and g:uilt-. 11Until :bhe· doom should ._. . 

come, this written reoo.1'd of his com'[:)lete mess~ge e,nd. m.inist·:r~· 'wbuld stand 

as ,a livingi ~:ttness against , tti.em • . • to tes,t1flJ to the \iorl'd of Yahwe\'l ' s 
3 

. ti " JU.S .c;l8 • • • and r;Jf the jl.!,s t,i•c.e which He hoped ult £matel.y would re'i gn in 

and over •all nations. 

We c·on c lude : 

1, That ,Amos t'ecot•ded his v'isi,ona and pro rheo·ies so that 

they 'Would .serve a,s •an · er\'dur-ing test~mony and warliing to the people, that 

4 -bh.e pun'ishment was yet to come . 

2. Amt>s does not sp~oify exactly 11hen the doom :will: (all, 

but ne·verthe le-as is po,s it ive it wi 11 come• 

3 , He lllay or fuay not ha>ve expeoted the say of recl(oning 

to talce p lace during his life time, hut in any case; 

--- - - ----- 11 30· a lso see P• 29 l l3 tt· i H "Proohet a of1 lsrae 1, p • ' _ u enw ese:r, • •., • · . 11 v 1 I P• 84 
2 Ho:r.genster n, J.t '1Amos Stud1.es, 0 

• , 

3 Ibid 11 P• 129 
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4. The underlying principles that he preached as i'lell 

as the threat of ppbishment were the main thought-s. Exactly 1then the 

puhish:ment will be ireted OU} doe_a not concern him . His i deas of God 

f!Pd just ice, he no doubt regarded as sorethlng ~hioh 'Vlould e.1-: eys be 

t .rue . 

5 . In all probability Amos never expeated bis generat i on 

to .fulfill h·is •'ords or to obey hh mess-age . 



No m~tter how authoritatively e,.1"the.r Am·os . or Hosee may have 

decl.e.red tha.t tihe judg!Jlept was neat- at hand, 'they m-ade no pre-

tense or kn owing the e;,.;n-ot tJme or cittutnst.ances 8'.\lrrounding the 

catest,ro'9he. After the d~ath of Je.robo8.lll ll~ civil -war threatened Israel . 

The.. t'WQ o:mtellding f ,e.ctions into which the country was divided, appea,led 

t o l1ssy~ia and Egypt, 1"8S'pe'cttvely, for help . liosea. .predi.cted 'that 

t.his foolish policy v1ould prdve the ID8B'ns 'by ;which God wou.l,d work 

their certs in r •ui:n ~ 

Ephre iin alao is li.ke e. silly dove,1 without heart; 

They call [tij Egypt, they go· to Assyria. 

'Wlle,n they shall go, 1 (troa] "l'lill s~read T1JtJ net 

.upon them. 1 
(Hos. 7.11,l2e.) 

But Hosea does ,not ~peclfy 'Whether it will be through. Assyria or through 

Egypt that, th$1.:r aovmi'all would be br'oUf5ht e.bou:t • 
I 

They shal-1 not dllell in the Lord s land, 
•' 

But_ Ephraim shall return [toJ "E:gypt, 

O:thiI1ir s" i'TI Assyria (als·o -see Iio's . l)..p) 
And the,;{ ,shall ,eat unclean t, ~ 2 

(Ros•• 9 .s) 

·the ~tter of detai is seat:1s a l'toge·ther 
The !'act that. the prophet erred in 

remained unal\ered , and hi's assurance 
-irrelevant to him. His conviction 

t . was 86 firm as ·ever . 
of his truth and authoriza ion 

In Hosea l .4, Vi8 read• 
d of Je~reel upon the 

•· .I VI.ill aveni;;e the bloo 

J h
. and will .oauae the kingdom of 

house o£ e · :u., 

l sr•ael to cease• 

__ ,... ________ _ 

l "Combridtl'e Bible" on Hosea 
as per .. ~ 'ti' ble" on Hosea 

2 as per " Cambridge "" 1 
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It is quite probable that H 
JHJ.e.a expec,ted the end of Jehu, a dyn~sty 

and the end of the kingdom to come • t th . t,. 
e .. e same 1me . As a ~tter of 

faot about t11enty-one years (743-7·22 B c E ') -
• • • pe.aaed before the king-

dom cea~ed to exist, and during this per:ioa a hal!'-.dozen kin.fa sat 

u r on the throne. Th is is <>ll th · t . "' e lllt>re in eresting in vii:lw .of the fact 

that t he prophet himself lived for ·som·e time .... fter th d ·th ·· ,.... .. ~ ea. of i.iachariah, 

apd might easily have oha.nged t-lH's definite expression "l'lhich was 

not fulfilled to one more nearlr in accord with the facts . But he did 

t Th. II ., t I, • no • is ••.goes o s .. ow that neither the prophet nor his corrt.empo1·arie·s 

were ac~ustorr.ed to place e~hasis upon the letter Qf pro.pheti:c speech. 

While on the other h&t1d, it is cle,ar . fr.om history th:.m; the• ra 11 of· 
1 

Jehu' ·s dyna,~ty , tne and in the l~rger sense hetl be~un to show 'itself .a 

The ·above-'nJentioned s'ioilarfty to .Amos is not the onl y point in 

cotllr,1on Qetw:een the two prophets. Hosea , li.ke Amos, e-ommitted his add

resses to writing, and thus $ecured their pre11erv~tion £or the s·ame 

reasous a ,i. did. Am.o,s. Ha1'.per is· of the opLn,ion th,t Hose.a· himself p1·e-

h · TM l"8""·rd to t'"e pereq '!;he c,olle:c·tton ei' prophecies bear ing 1s nail'.8 • ....,i b_,,. u 

in't.r.oduction, -which is supposed to explain hts oall to preMh, it is 

placed at the beg i nning of the book either because ''••.it w~s ol)ly a 

part of the book and ha d -nev~r been preached or made p.ubl.io, or bec~µ~e 

it was thought necessary, t.o a proper understamHng of 'What followed." 

C I oon·ce,....,1"•n" <,l'osea's written 'l'fOrds is moat interesti'ng heyrie s comroeht •" 1:1 u . 

____ ________ _,._ __ _ 

l H W R ''l c e '' on Ho.sea, P• 212 .arper , • •, _ • • • 
2 Ibid ., P • Cl.Pl 
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and certainly d·eserve• our attention . ''l ... e~ we caJ1ri ot suppose' that Hosea 

de1iv~rei, any part of thi,s ' book' · 'it 
in a l're sent form; it or.n on.1,y be 

a reproductioii ht the prophet himse1f -1-h . 
. o.n •" e main points of hi-~ di sc.ourse , 

p.art ly im,a.g inat ive.~ pa rt::i.y on th b • _,LI 
1 

·. ' \./. e ans I.U notes . u In view of .the -t ,erse 

StatEJment s a= ha· 1r· f 4 h tr-:/. 
•o.i in.1.s ad ;tllusions 'i' rund in the book, and especially 

in vie11 of the. lack of S."'i'eement a ... 
b mong oomman ... at.or1s oonoe:rn ing t h,i 1;1 work, 

we ara ~pt to agree wit~ C~eyne. 

Recording his wol"ds- i n "Writing WJ:15 not Iiosee 1 a on1,y method of pi:-e 

serving ~h mess.age for the future . He symbolized his thought.a by the 

11ame s he be.stO'\'le.d upon his ohilldre.n. In t o.is re,gard he set the prophetic 

style of ghing ohildFen &ymbelic names, vrhich lsaiah vias to follOll 

at a lat.er date, To each r;ame was attached a. brief -prophetic lesson . 

Thus his: chiltlren beca~ '\'lalkine; sermons, remind.i n& const;antty those 

-who sew them of the approaching disaster: caused by the peotle 's guilt. 

Jezreel (Hos. t.4) implied that the blood of Jezreel 11ould be 

vi.s,ited u-pon the .dyna~rt;y d£ Jehu, ·viho ha.d spilled it . r\utwrt Jezreel 

~a~ t.he battl!;lgr.ound of anc~e.nt Is~~el (-.Abe.b WflS, murdered there) and 

the:l"e Ist3e l would meet lts fate ag.ain, as id did in t.he days or .Ahab • 

!.,o- ruhamah (Hos. 1.6) mean i n11;, "She. who- b-unpiHe·"'·' 
11 

signi..f'i~s t ,hat 

the people nave -not o"btained compaui9n _from God . Lo- J\.mm.1 (Eo·s . 1.9) 

meaning , "Not-.my•- people,.'' dramatized the impsnding doom hanging (l)v·e?' 

the natton; inevitable j~-t'lgment , final alienation--for by the name 

of hh child, !lose.a i_mplied that Y'ah,1eh had comp.lately rejected ~is 

people. 1 re than one means to ,preserve 
Thus lio,sea Vias i\ble to emp oy mo 

his words. 
h • t ' the immediate future; 

His oh i ldren '1:m ld carfy t em in o 

hi.s vi:ri tt.e-n reo•o-rd iTito the diSi:.ant future . 

I 
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We , cone lude; 

1 •. !lo.sea does not mention sp.ecifio .time e.s regards the 

coming of the threaten.ad doom. That H would happen he ia sure . (Hos . 

7 •. 11,12a) Exactly ~hen it woul-d hijp_pen doesn't c-0.ncern nil:!• 

2 • J.for does he state !!pecUically who shall be uae·d e:a 

the instrument of destruction by Yahweh. (H~s ... 913) 

3. elven in tho~El propaec-ies in which he erre-d as regards 

the time element , ~ does not b0ther to co?'rect. ~ regerds~time period 

as ~n u)1,i:mpo.-:rtant deta,U. 

4, He preserved his m~ssai'.e for :the next generation 

by g iving his children sym'l:?olic names. 

5 . He pre served his m.es-s~ge for a testimony and 'law 

of conduct .f'or' those in the i'utu.re liho would ccmprehend , believe, nnd 

obey it, 

6 , Very probably he never &xpected hi.s ge11erat ion to 

f\1lfi1l his words. 



C • Iseiah 

T'be faQ-t thot Isa· h' · . 
u. 1-a . s conte~ora~ies, ptrinted · tauntingly to his 

unfillfi;J.led p.ro,phecies and made li€ht r h ' . . 
0 1s prophetic ab.ility, 

··.I.et him make d · , spee , lat h1m hasten his work, 

That we may see it•.i 

And let the counsel ~ ti.- -, o 0,1. , .., noly · ne .. of br;.a, draw 1,1igh 

an·d come, 

That , •ie may kn ov1 it ! 

was of little conQern tQ the prophet. Re, felt a s'8'.rene e.s.surance that 

the basic tr.uths of !}is" prophecies we re seour.e end unaasail.~ble. Whether 

dest ruction came fro111 one nation or anot he_r, whether it cam,e sot;>ner ,or 

l a ter , ,~er e very m.,inor con side.rations t .o Isaiah. Thh vagueness in no 

'Wey affecte d the v!tal fundamental truths about God i:.nd His requir~me11ts. 

of n:en , t hat were co,nta ined in hi's J?.rO"rhecies.. The n.c.ti.on he..d utterly 

felled in ~:IJ.ese respects, and. hence, 71as doomed t .o deal.ruction. Yet 

t h is very destruct.ion '\'1!3.S in it self simply God 's way of affeoti:ng the 

morel a.nq spiritual regeneration of' t.he people, and of · establbhing his 

o"!iJn dQminion t 'hroughout the v:orld. So, Isaiah never failed to make clear 

that it l'l~s to the fu:tur~. that he look.E1d for ~he re.cognition and apprec

iation of the t _ru'th v1bich h:a was· pxea·ohing. As for the pe'ople of his 

own ag.e; he .did not 9,ec11ive himself; he knev1 that f~r them his i'fords 
1 

wer~ absolut.e,ly fl'.''t'.titless. 

(1 4 6 9.) Is~fah too a-ave l1 is children sarrnon1o na1ll8s , 
liil<:e Hosea • , , , ,. o 

t hat re.ve1:1led his beliefs . 
Isaiah s:aw the 11hand" of God .shaping the 

de st i:ny of the -wot ld .. 
Judah 'l'io\1ld not· esoape, :a1s ;vratb, nor w~s Jeru--

.,._ _ _ __ _ ___ 11 1. t f Isra~l. 11 P• 153 
l based upon Bil'litenwieser, M •. , Prop,,e s o 
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salem inviolate, but neva'rtheless,. aa ,. 
~ i.e indioe,:ted by his oHlest son '• 

11 Sh. 0 
• h b" n ame~ · e .. r-Jas :U · .,. _!\ r.em_nant wo·u''d ·t 

L re .urn, ~nd be re stored. Thus 

one boy box-~ a nam'8 that pointed to the d i ete1nt ~:t.ure . But the yo3;1nger 
" . son's name, Ua.her-shelal-hash- bat" (the spo:-H -wi ll ape.ad; plunder w•i.11 

hasten) was stgnif.ica~_t, f .or thf,l more imm\'l:diate f'utu:ra . In chapter 7 versa 

.S we 1.(;)ern th:;;t God command'ed l!Saiah. to go out and meet i _ing llhai: , ond 

the· prophe t is to take Shear -3·eshu .. b -1· t 1..· 1.11· "" • n I · h t k h" ., a "' • • • se.1a. a ,85 . lS son 
18 

·wnose name was a -sign, ( 8 L becaw,se he biows that Kipg Aha:z :when he 

s.ees the. b o,y ·will .recall ·h i.s natne• and its significancEJ • • • • Isaiah me,y at 

diEfe.rent times hr:ve exple.iMd the ,hole end the re~t differently.; 

but oh t h iS: occasi on he noul d exple.in it es mr.:?,ning that .t':le l arger pa-rt 

of 'the ,vhole house of ;t~r ael, 1 the northern kingdom, will. c.ertainty 

perish; but the remne:nt . Judah, may r~turn to Y:a\:x?1eh e._nd be saved (ep , 
1 

vv 14-16) • • • 11 Both s igns sigrtifying delivera?1oe; na::-ely, the !l~me Immanuel 

(7.14) -wh ich mot hers' give, their c!1il;dren, a.:nd the trnme. -givet:i the 

pr.or:net ' s younger spn- -li her-s\tP. lal-!iun-bez, cleEir'l:y iTidioate that the 

pror,het n:ee-ns to say the-t t_he ·brn kings , -who are the enemies of .Ahaz, 

shall fall before either th~ cbilqren, or his own child., iiho.,s s-igns of 

11 t H 1·t 1•"' three "8S l'S befor ,q Damas·o:,:1s fai.1s, a.n ewsken,ing i.:nte ec o'l'lever,, ~ ., . " 

6nd t ~ · t ye .. rs before Sameri& is o~nquered • . · : l.r een ... 
But it n:ust be 11under-

h t e-ek in oroad Foetioally effective i:me~es~ the stood tr~t the pror e _!I sp • · 

t sffe.cted by t he c ~n s.ide.r nHon tlis.t they 
esf3ential justice 0£ i'lhieh is no 

"1.n the i.\.1tur0, so lnn {;' as they embbdY, true 
are not ·exactly ret,r-od\1ctld 

. for the directi?n of1 conduct . h 
·. • 1 .. _ nd 1.· nd1.' cote ricrht pofnts of V l.0'1'1 pr1.nc-1p- e s .. "' b 

,.._______ __ " 11 ls p 117 • 116-117 
l Gray, G. B., 1.c,.c. , on . ' • 11 • 268 
2 $mith, w. R.. , uprophe't-s o.f Isra1:1l, p .. 

2 

J 



'he~t be ff\lnt.,, 

(Is. 7.3) 

.!"or tm Isaiah 
I
s mind only God was the trtte sour ca r>f protect ion and ref&f;e. 

(Is, 30 .17) 

.-. 
Be i;:n d 9a belong tpgether . Verses 8b which at+.e11;pts to give a.l'l exact 

., , s.1.A y-!. J.V-8 years • phr.ai m wtlJ. no lone;er be a dat~; ·ne.r;:e'l" . t hat iti · • t .t> ( E f 
p~::iple, seams too far fetched. ·n ts ver:r likely that some rednQtor 

or editor loolcing ~·~ ck sbcty-five yee-r s· later, inserte'd 8b. There is 
l 

no doti"bt that 8b ts a gloss poat-e,• entum. 
,• 

Let us Tepeat tha:t we assume· 

that the prophErts £ire 11st in the h· bit of givibg exact d.etes. It :w.as 

mer e.l y incidental ,~hei;h,er .or not an event took place e:t the exact tillJ3 

t'he pr'ophet ,predicted. The verities of lite t .lv~t h~ pre.ached were the 
'2 

ir-4portant items. Not only the fall of Samai•ia alone, but the conflict 

of' Ass}rria. and Egypt ,l'/es a1ao deferred, and when it aatually took place , 

,rt he field of battle "l'le:S ~n the e~tr'em5 South of Palestine ans more in 

t, 't 11 Philistine than in JudeEitW e 1"r1 or')-. 

In an -enilogue, after ,an e.ddr1?ss to- the peopl_e in 134 B·, e. E., Isa iah 

is convino&d t.hE.!t hi.s messate will have no eff~et upon his cootemporarie.s, 
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a'll.d by his o,,n words· sh()'\Vs us- th"t 
" he intends to prese.~ve it for~ future 

generntion °'Who ,1ill list.en d e.n understand. 

Behold there rein·ains rio.thin a- but 
o to bind up the ·tes-

t1.morty and to seal (Emend 
fl.1>~ to Ji .Oil.) th~ in-

struct lon s emono- my a· i 1 •. .,. o l.SC p 8 S • 

l 
(Is. 8 .18.) 

Ee emp hasizes his hope in the future. both for his message and for the 

·i\xld I "Will ,,ait for the: Lord . that h.1·de s !-. •• 1· s • (ace from 

the h0u:se ·of Jacob , and ! ,vil1 look for- h'tm. Behold , 

I 6nd the children whom the Lor d has given t~ me, e.re 

for signs and i'l~nders in I srael..,( ..J) itt.? i .;-, Iv• i-f N 

b 1 .. JI ·l ~ may e a g oss, but ) ~ J :)t,") is ei ,glos's defi;nit~ly) 

(Is , &.17- 18) 

1.rJ. comm~,nting upon th€l aho,re verses,, (16,,17,18). Gray state.s, "True , too, 

hes proved t he convict ion that led hi m to name h is chJld 'a remnant 

sh1;ll 1•aturn 1 ! be· has: not i'hd~.i:ld led. Ju•c1al1 ti;,· rqpet1t~npe,; .but M ha.a 

made disciples. 1£ the doubtf'uJ and ani.biguous v. 16 will bear the weight 

of t he c cin c 1u s ion , those a t·e n'Ot wrong viho see he re an important ep ooh 

in the h istory of relig'i.on- -the emergence of a spiritual, as distinct fx)om 

a national, re ligious society; Isai~h , 1:l.Dlike Amoa and Hosea, i-s not a 

Voice or y1ng unheeded; !}is distinctioll lies less in Ei doctrinE} of the 

remrnent than in the pract i oa 1 step of creating the remnant in '111iioh 

ne •'believep.2 SJ!lith, too, in this re spect, afp-:ees wi.th. Gray , and says , 

•t.he Vlor k of 
8 

prophet was the vocation of his- life , to t,h ich every energy 

--·--------~➔ 
l Acc or ding t o c l ti &S t r at1slatiol'i of Bible 2 

~ • 

l 
I 

I 
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was devoted; even his wif e L s o.alled the prophetess (vHi.3); hi s eons 

be.ve prophetic names •• • The truths 'l'lhi:ch he pr oclaimed he sought to make 

immediat~ly practical in the circle of the l d.isciples whom he gathered 

around him (viii . 16) • ••• 11 

Thet lseiab had no hope of :see in,,. h. h -rr. ' b 18, enoe .Lahweh a word.a bear 

fruit in the pre sent , but r~ther looked to the future , is ar,eln illus-

trated by: 

And the ¼rd se.id to me, take a l arge te.}!let and 

write upon it in s .i.mple scPip·t Got cuneiform or 

any fancy snri.pt]; spoil will spe.ed, plunder will 

hasten . 

And I called (Emend =il 11 H. I to ~ °1 '1 Jc,. I ) 
1•T: ,... T 

to me ( a ~ faithful witnesses Uriah the priest, and 

Zachariah •• , 

(ls. a ,1,2) 

Isaiah engrave.d the above slogan nin the presence of r.itnessas, on a 

tablet > i,_n order that,. when his forecast viould be provpd t rue by events, 2 

there should be documente.ry evidence of his pred i.ct-ion to that effect ." 

Perhaps no verse denotes r.iore clea.rly the reason for the pr ophetto 

Vlriti.ngs, and explains lfhy they v1ere preserved, than doe~ the follow• 

ing ~ 
There remains nothing but to .)>i,rtd up the. testimony , 

and to seal the instructiot'l among !ff;/ dis-biples . 
3 

(Is . 8 . 16) 

-------------1 Smith, w. R,, ''Prophets of Isr~e l ·,
11 

P1• 11
207

-
2 Buttenwieser }.!., 11Prophets of ls!·i-_e , · P· 

174 

3 According to' class translation of Bible 
2 

\ 
! 
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The e~ct details of Just, h I • 
. ow .sa :1.ah recorded his prophec-ies 

preser'lts -~till another' p_ roblem. G i 

p inion that, "At -t;t 1. 

r.ay s of the very de.finite o-

"mea rat1ier then C/jptb1uousb1 bet,,,een the 
a " ye.a.rs 

c . 740 to 701 B. o. , and perhaps some·wbat lat,er., Isai:a.h• 'Was t' pub-

lic: t eache-f in Judah; he gradually gathered around him disciples . 

Some years, after ~ had been teaching he wrote some memoirs recor ding 

t he e:xperi-enoe Which w.ade him a pt'I>phet and the vis,y in -whio.h. ·h~ had in 

1~he· ee •·lier yeer;s (735- 732} of ·the reign of Ahe.z _delivered his p~o

pb~ti.c mes'8ege •••.The mem.oir-s and, ,proph.etio poems of Isaiah forming· 

small bookletsl pecame the treasures of his di sciples and their suoo

e ss,ot s; i:t i: s probalHe eno~gh. that e~rly owners of these bool?ets made 
1 

annot~t ions in them ••• 11 
Hel"e too. Smith a_grees wi.th ,Gr,ay. that; 11Pre-

sumebly Isaiah himself issued no collected edition of all his prophecies, 

b11t ,only pu.t fortii from time t:o ttme indivitlual oracles or minor ,collect• 

ions, whioh were- gather ed togeth~r a\ a later da:h'e, apd on n.o pJa11 which 
2 ' 

we can follow . 11 But tenwieser comple tely disagr a~s with the above -mentioned 

i deas,., a•s r egards just how Is.aiah ' s tfrophec-'ie(i were or!ginnlly recorded . 

" ••• Equally untenabl e i!3 anoth,er very common view of the prophet 

writings , viz., thet the prophets st.arted by pu~ti11g i nto rtriting cer-

tain s i ngle detached u-t -t e r.ancas, or, ~t may be, completeTsepatate s;r-
f Supple,menting their oral preaching. n mons , es an effective means o 

£ t d by two direct ly- opposed points of view. Thus we find ourselves c-on ron e 

Is·a,; ·eh ·"nd the o.the:rs we, are. ~pt to ag-r.c1e with In the co~~ of ~ro~s, ~ ~ 

-------------- 11 I ' ·o C II t ·o· Is P•· LV l Gt-ey , G:i .l3'·• ·, · • • • • u 210 
2 Sm i th W. R., ''Proohets o:f I srae!l , Pl•" p l 70£f 

- , t, h t f srae , • 3 Buttenv;ieser., M., Prop 8 s O · 

r 
i' 
I 

.. 
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Butteni,'ieser that the pto~heta d'i 
· r d not record the~-..... prophecies as indi-

yidue 1 sermons , His re i 
a,s.on ng is oertE.ri.n 1,.,. log 1· c""l 

,J .. and ree l _ist ie. .Aa 
a contradiction to those who b 1· 

e 1.-eve that the v1riHng;:; ll~re origt:nally 

in the form of single, unit, r d 
ecor ad , utterances.,., ,he as:aerts:: 

11
., ,(the above) view of the origin r th . 

0 e propheti,c 11rit:ings presupposes 

that -:lihe peo!'.)1e m1mifested a gen a-al interest in the preaching or the 

p_ropl:tcts , l'lhile every utterance 0£ the prophets is evidence th1::tt the 
l 

very oppo-s·i te was th'3 oa's.e . 11 

There can be no disagr.eeing -with the abo.ve e.taterrent b;y- ·Buttenwie~er. 

However, the one exall!ple that prevents our acceptiTig whole-h,eartediy 

his theory is the case of Hosea , In regard to Hos_ea 11e are '.':lore apt 

·to fe.'V'or Oheyne ' s vi ev1 as against that 0£ Buttem, ieser,. True , Cheyne ' -s 

theory that " • • • we cam1ot suppO'se th.et Hosea del hetec'\ any pa-i;-t of 

.this 
1
book1 in it·s present .i'orm, it can. only be a reproduetion by t~e 

. 2 

prophet himself on the ma.in poir,its of his discourse ...... does not diii -

pute Buttei'rwieser 1 s essential object ion that the pro.pheoie.s were not 

wr itten out in the form of si!)gle ser1:1oos, n_evert-heleas it does differ 

t:rom Euttenwieser in so far as· it does suggest t,hat Hosea recorded 

chiefly or,rly the ideas ,of' his li{froorts . The incomplete pr.ophgc iea and. 

inter~pt~ed records of persona.l actions present in Isai~h, Jeremi~h, 

"Upport .Cheyne-, When Buttenwieser \'!rites ; 11 
... Is. and Eze k ie + seem to ,.. 

Jaot.,8 stat~s that et the behest of God , Isaiah put down in writing the 

h i f th alliance •of Judah with 
prophecies whtch he bad spoken at t 8 t me O 8 

·• • h' t serve as a lasting testimony 
Egypt (705,..701)' in order that 1 .11 mig 

3 

S i · 11 h"' seems· to imply: t .hat 
( ~ ~.., ) ;., the de.ya to oo-me , ., Emend i • t .o , ,, · ... .., - ,. .. ., 
-------·---- Ii up hats of Israel,'' P• 
l But_ten~iese:,, l ~, rop .S.i,bleu on Hosse , 
2 Cheyne·, T . i\•1 Ca~b:t;idge f Israel, 11 I) • 
3 But\enrlies.er, 1,1, , ' Prophets 0 

l:74 
p , 19 
169 



accept without qualifications,. 
This we hesitate to 

Hav.ing ~ard both -s,ide·s or this 018_ 

pute let us attempt to "Summarize . 
our ~oncl.usi.ons. 

tbat: 

l. Iat1,hh did record 1.:.t,. 
1111. own pr·opheciea . 

2 • He <:lie\ 11.ot record a 11 of them·. · at one time, but perhaps 

at the end of verious stages and focal points .;_n hi·s .. min is.by. 

3 . He did not under any circumstance Qriginally publhh 

hi.s 'pl"~f.!heci:,es as fodiv'idual s.ermon-a on itlillividual sheets . 

4·. He, ti~e lfoaea and tho.se who, came after him, s.ometiines 

rec orded only the ohief ideas that lV:I preached,. or o.nly. the centr.,al it;l.e~ 

of' ~is experience·s . 

5 • in other itfats.nce s· he "t,erhaps reco_rdeil the ent'ire 

prophec.y in the exact words with v1n.ieh he orig1na lly. ~reache.d i.t, . 

Let us above ell take cognizance thEi-t a problem does e-.xist, and 

me'l'I of le-arning ere defending opposite points of vie"jJ . Kowe-ver~ on some 

es;~~nti:als they .do agre~-. 

Bef-ore the year 711 13. C, E., ~gypt and Ethfopia- were u.nited. A 

revolt against Assyria .was hatched bf Judah in conjunction with Ashdod 

{end other coastal oHie-s) and this combination of a state along with 

'in d'ivid~'a l city ste te·s sought 8 id, in their at tetpt to r.einove 'the' Assyrian 

lsal..ah un"'ltere.bl,f oppo~ed smh a m1:1asure, both thE1 yoke, f!om Egypt. ~ 

?-evolt and the foreign alliances it entailed. 
To illustrste the con-

h es a:bout "naked and bare.f'oot u for -three 
sequences of .such a step, e go . 

W
as illustra'ting the lesson that iJJ like na nner 

yea·l:'·s. Symbolically he 

-
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wou ld t he inhepttat1ts of Errypt and };.ill'.
0
_p_ ,n be 1 d (I 

20 3 
) 

t> lj(IJ - e . s • . • ,~ away cap-

t.he by •tne vict<.>ri.ous• Assyf rta. Hence, the implication being that Judah 

is to des i st from su.ch ao·tiott , tor ·Egypt v;oul d be of ,no assistance to 

tier; she too was doqmed . The· 11ha.na 11 of Ood WU · shaping. \:ii:'s t o..ry vl'ith his 

tool--.Assyria. However , it was pot until thirty ye.ars later· that Assyria 

defeated Egypt • l:lut t his made very little dlfferE!noe t o the :Prophet, for 

the underlying principle of f aitn in God alone, e.nd God as t he de dgner 

of hi-story were tr~e essentials, even if the prophecy w-ae no\ fulfilled 

ir:nmed i~te ly • 

As early as 754 B. C. E.,, I saiah hid already de.c,t ared: 

Th~1•efor e thus saith the Lor d Goel : 

Behold I l eiJ in Zion a stone , 
(Eme.nd l~ ~ to ~.~:\ )(Om&:-t f'i ~s'ti i~J>J ) 

A a-tone v1hich he a been t ried, 

A corriei-:5tone of value ti£ fol:llld-stton , 

The o.ne Who b:eHeves v1 i'U not make 'baste , 

(Is. 28.16) 

:"I t th spiritual cormm.mity of the "lie had refer~nce 0-n the above verse.., ·o e_ 

d isciples .g_atherod arpund him , and of which· he •fait~l, the circ l e of • 

in them ell hls hope c ono.erntng the comi ng of said, in viii, 16-lS., that 

f'Fo r" ... only by felt h · i n God ca11 ~od'' s futiJre domin·i:cm Vias cen-tered. I,: '~ 1 

. t-. II 
man , s life be; pl aced on a :firm .founds ion • 

701 B c E which v.a.s, Vfl.'fY near .And as late• as, ·· • •· •' · .. 
the epd of his 

fl!in istry (and ~lso of h-h 
t d the sa,ID8 idea, but in 

1 if.a) he, rep ea e 

these words: 

I l II p 294. footnote 2 uPronh_ ets of sr'ae , • But.tenw.i~s~r , r: 
-----------
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NoJgo write it dOWJ! (bef_ore 1 them on a tablet) 

And in scribe it in a book 

That it may serve as a l asting t { ' estimony Emend ~ "C f to - ,.. 

( Is·. 30 .• tr) 

};ven as he hacl at tbe .begi.nn ing, u he 1_·n si .. t .s nt ti.·e e.'"'d 
,. "' 11 :« of his· -work, 

that bis words heve been ineff.eotual for i,.l-• 8 0 .... n '-\ .. e.ga; they lfflliSt b~ -saved 

·fo r a f'uture tlme • Hereby he is imply ing a more discern ing gene rct ion , 

and by this titne th.e }?roof o.f the truth of his words '\'Jill be only too 

obv i Gu s:. 

In r egard to oertaiTJ of tsa~Elli.' s pro; hec.ies, vie are· s~fe in say.ing 

that it was the prophet himself 11no t :>ok care, t .hat his prophec i&s s'1ot1ld 

b~ preserved . He, like some pf the oth~l" prophet.s, -v1as convinced thnt 

t he fru it of his l abor belonged to t he f uture. His burning -words fe ll 

on the deaf ears of' hi s coritemp-ors.d.es . Yet, he seems never to doubt 

the (lltimate eff'ic~:cy .of"his l ab or,s , e.nd'_ ce rta·j..n l:y t1 eV'er wa'\Yered i:n 

his h-PP.El for ·the future. The.t. which he had tried to impr eu upon the 

ki n& and the pe9ple in 734 B. C. E. : 

For thus sfrlththe Lord God, the Hol &,- 6ne. of Israel: 

I n sittin-g stlll and rest sh-all you be ss ved, 

In t d Co. nfiden.oe shall be your strengt h: . • • quie ness an 

t ·11 .+: .. vi..,.,,_- to impress· in 701 B. c. E. 
:was t-he ·sf:l'me me-ss:age he wa•s s l. v4., ' 'o 

in anv case he had recorded it t:nd 
But whether t!'.l.ey listened or not, .,. 

immortali,zed it for the -future·. , 
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We conclude : 

1. The fact tht>.t hts prophecies do not coroo to p~ss 

immediate l y vws of 'litt1e concern to lse.i.ah . 

2 . IHs tmd~r l ylng p;rinoiples were tr~ . He did not 

raga.rd it as his mission to pr•ediot partieµ1ar ·e~renh at p-iu,ticu.1:e:r 

times • 

·3 . He g'ives sylif'bolic mares to h0is children (7 .3if ;8 , 18), 

a.nd t .heS..e alonr, With his dis~.i'ples ·.are t:he remn~nt ,'lho sh1Hl be, saved, 

and tM!'Y a!'e to transmit his words t _o n comr.rehendin& futu.r:e . 

5 .. Re probably recorded his own ,1ords • 

6 . He doesn'texpeo·t the people of Ku generation to 

obe:Y .end to. fulfill his words . 
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D. Je.re111iah 

We lvlve already ~ntioned in Chapt~r III th~t . · very earl:/ in his. minis-
try, Jerer.n.ah pr ophesied "n · . •· .., 1nvs. s1on .(>•r ·o·r. th .,, h ( . ,. " e ;,oft , Jer • 6.15;6.22,23) • 

Whether Je remiah expected the So· th· . y_ 1.an s• to aweep dov,n, upon ,Ji.,<l&h h e. 

quest ion 'flhich cannot be :ms':!ered with· . .. . certau,ty . Pe.rhap:):j n fel'I furtive 

raids by the Scythians in the coast,al nla in of· Jud ~ ~ . B..f' cause.ti Jet•ellliah to 

imae;in-e for the moment, that this -was the nation whom Yalmeh had chosen 

as Ris tool for the purpose of inflicting punishment upon a disobe·a~ent 

pe•orle . lfo'\'lever, thj:s too , 'is· e. thought 1'lhich cannot be st!pported by 

pl"'0of . In eny ease , let us t .acall thet his threat (Jer . s .22) has the 

desired. Elf!"e.ct, end for +,he u10merit ot lellst, tha peopl e ere· .tilled -with 

terror ( J e-r. . 6·.24) ,, .and j!)erh,ap·s· dete·rmitied to "repent .e.n,i to t ·urn 

f'r©m II their "ev.il -ways , 11 and above 311 to liste.n ro&re c~-re:full;y' to the 

word of Yahweh as s.polcen by his servant. (Of cowse t.hts is only :rn 

e.,ssur,1r iii.on based 1..1pon Jer . 6 .24) 'l'he threat, o.f' such lln ),TI'.18.Sion e;aems 

to have: disappeered. rather S0!11rl • The p.e·ot?le pr.obably for"got their fear 

an~d their subsequent resolut ions to re:f.orm, and returned to their old 

weY. of 1 ife. Thus • early in his mini stty Jeremiah seem.s to h~ve pre 

dicted an event ·Y1hloh never took place.. PeFhaps the people recalled this 

fagt , and in ed-di t ion to t his , e.s yet they saw no evidence of the p.unish-

' 1.-d 1 No doubt -thev. regarded Jerem1ah 
ment and doom of llhich ne t u;\ spor-en • " 1 

. 1,.1.·s· VIO:'ds heel not been fulfilled. 
as~ false prophet, ~irice 

1herefore, they mocked hin witn: 

• the \'lord c;f tihe Lorl!l'l • • ; \'/here· is 

Lei it c·ome now, 

(Jer. 17..15 

__ ..,.__ _________ M., "P.roptrets of I srnel, 11p . 29 
l see Deut • 18 . 22, and Butteriwieser, 
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But taunts ,vere ndt the only thin". 
n hurled et Jeremiah . Since ne p~eached 

-a messn~e con,ti.>a,:,.~, to no 1 b q ., l" pti ~ r e Her . d d . 
·. e.n esl.r-e, ne was several~/ perse-

cute.a.. Yet ,1 i t is si~ni.ficnn-t that . , .. 
. ' . eve.n in 'nl.B conJ;>.1.e·ss·1.· on· s . d l t t an amen g tone 

Jeremiah does n ot accuse Yahweh f h . . . 
o nvi~g lmplanted untrue words in 

bis mouth, but r et~er asks t hat the "d . . 11 ay of evil be hastened, so ;that. 

his pors.ecutor-s will be punished. (Jer. l? ,lS) The outstanding feet 

is the1t the prophet ~tta·ches absolut·e1y n · u·· - o sign 1;.cance to the £e.ct that 

his .proph~~y bt\-s n,ot -yet been fu1"'U1:ed, H • .,, e. u1 positive be.yotld d.oubt 

-t\:lat it will com~ t,·rue-. When he S<ieks ven.g;eanc.e upon his- per'Secutors, he 

·does not imp lore Yahv1eh to brinti; .!. 1111oeful day," he asks Him <mly to 

destr oy them with "double de.st-ruction," v1hen the dDom falls . 

ieremiah~ li.ka Isaiah before him, felt certain beyond doubt th.at 

Yahwe·h ordaine·q de_struction f"or the pe3tJle, but i.t is only when justice 

a11d roprality are fovolv~d the.t he sp.eak-s wttn oe.rtainty . Tile ti.rne ele

ment is or l.it-t,113 G--orroern to him ss ;\'/ell ns to tho·se "ho: went before 

him, and to those ,iho follow . \Vh~n, an.d it -occur.s only rarely, 

the prophet does i.enture to mention a s~cific tiir.~, it is based .only upon 

his rational powers , and subject tot.be errors of hull!an reaaoning. 

Such exact statemefnts ere i.n no way pnrt of, or connected \'11th, i-l'ie 

divine intuition' t .liat or-igina:lly btspired him with his i:iessa:g~ , ot lv.it}l 

tb,e i-nner -viSion o:n<l "inner. voice" that so .often spoke to. him . There-

fore, if his l'atiort~l calculetion went astray, he seem,s to disregard it 

· · t His basic thoughts 
eo!'.lp1etel:y and to relegate it. t-o the um.mport.an • 

. .r' 

l 
•ere_ dinnely insp ired veritie·s. true ~or 

and Bnaerlying pr incip es" 
' vi1.· th the dest r'!,lction of the nationt this too --waa 

e 11 time . In com1ection 
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a truth of Vlhich he wes oert~in. l'ihether 
1 it or. curred ii_s~.:>ne,r ·or later" 

r,as not 9f' prime importance . "An 
d so, to~, it came t h~t ·when Jer aniah, 

after tw1:1i,i}y-three iyet-, r.-s f 
o activity, c·ommii;ted h.is pr ophecies to -.1rtt ... 

ing, he include.a without tl.lter.atio.n or· a:da:ptat1··0 .. h " · is prophe-cies of the 

time of the Scj thian invasion alth h . . • 2 :oug his forecast ,o.f e:ven:te tn the·se 

had in no -V-:ise been verified,11 

In the light of the ~bove, lie can more easily und.erstantl the in.ci-

d'1,rnt ·with 1-lane'iii'ieh . (Jecr. 28-.i4-17) ~ -. i h • . verem a pTed1.cts i'or Hananiah, be -

,c;au~e. he has prophe.s,ied ' fehely, tbe.t God 

••,will ~end y,ou ,a:viay ·:rrom off th-a- £ace of th!:! e·ar~h; 

this y.ear you shall die .... 

( Jer • 38' . 16) 

Verse 17 or chapter 28 re l1;1tes that Hana.nicli died in the seventh month 

of that yeer . (probabl~- 594 B. C. E.) Wha:ther or not this a:otually 

happened, or whether llana·ni.ab died r-nd .Jetem:}ah interpreted it as being_ 

due to a fulfillment of his pro~ hesy, is not of major importance . The 

faot thet Hananiah I s proJ;lhecies 110.re untrue ls of importe.no·e. E,;,en if 

Hancn·iah had n9t died, Jeremiah >1ould not have r1avered in his belief 

that the qestruotion and the exile were near. He does not predict that 

Jerusalem viill fall in 586, tnis does n9t coneer'tt him, l'lbat does oon

oerr, him is the .f'::io.lish ·belief ,that ·the sanc-tuary 'l'les t.nviolate, no 

mattvr. how great the · s bi of the people, History became his vindicator . 

I n cnapter 32.,, v-ers~s 6 to 9., 118 are given -en insig!-lt i.nto the 

prophet ' s mind, He, no -doubt• fe lt an urge within him (that whi c_h he 

-----~ --------
1 B tt ·· 1.rL.·. 11Pr or>

1
,h_ets of l,5re e 1," P • 152 u · ,.enw!le se.r, , , 

2 Ibid, 



interpreted as <Uvine) to bu a . y p.arce l :,f land i . 
believed that a·fter n Anatpoth . ~ firmly 

destructi'on would 
oome the replantinm ~l:1,d rebuild ing-. 

( Jer·. l, 1O) (It, 

of a man v1ho h~cl 

,·;ould be most •· 't in eresting to , 
. , KTIO'l'l what the pe.ople- thought 

threatened the down fa 11 ·or the st{-!. te c_ontinually aJld even 

now was urging surretider t l3 b 1 o a y on , _yet at this eru.cia l hour for Je.ru-

selem, bougnt l and to .... sym!!olize his f_!lith th~t. th e laTid and thj:? pe1>-ple 

-would be restored and i..~b reUI;\ ilitaied.) 

The 11ord of \he Lord came· to me saying-:· 

Behold Haname.l, the son of Shallum your u.n~le 

shall come to you. sav-in.,: B ;J.• b 1!:J my fie.l~ that 

i s in Anathoth: f t , · or he r-ight of red empt io.n is _your .s 

to buy it . 

(Jer . 32 .6 ; 7) 

The -ver-/ intuition tht;it he expressed in w-ords , in the above verse, call,l8 

t r ue in every particµ,lar . And this fttlfillme.-nt signitie s the following 

to him: 

•, . Then -I kn,ew t hat tnh we s the word ef the Lo:rd . 

No d-oubt this '\'l-M written after t\'l.e e'Ven~, and Jeremiah colored i t with 

~ stTonger prophet i c tone . ~e,r,erthE;Jl.e -si, , it is inte resting to note that 

the profhet doe s ta~. assurance fr-om the act~al ;fulfillment of his 

l'/0rds, e l though l;it n9 time , fu l filled or not , doe.s he .doubt his inner 

-Wol'.'cl.• T.he apt i.t.self' ie .also of si_grti fic.ance , By su,oh he emphasized 

hh me s sage, espe,Qially the latter he.li' d.eali.ng with r-esto_r ation Bild 
11{• 

took, spec:ia.l pai,r1s to pr esenra the• dead for many years to come . (Jer . 32.16-16) 



It would signify vihat ccrnfide , . 
. . .. nee, he has l ,r, the ... ti . res.,ora on. Still, 

for a moment (Jer. 32 . lS-is) J 
er.emi.eh .. seem13 t ·o waver as to the truth 

of his proRheoy of re t t· 
e ct>Xa U>n . The desbuot1··0~ i., "'"r 

" .. c1,.. too i!evere, and 
ann ihilati:ng. But the •· 

l.11ner voice assures him, the,t after thh d~~as -

tation tekea place, 

••.I will b'l"int!' them back t_o thi"s 
0 place and I -will 

catts e them to dwi;1ll S"a-fely ••• 

1 
( Jer. 32.37) 

Jeru se.lem fe 11, end his prophecy was proven trne . But to Jer-emiah 

the rl'.3 Vias IJO joy in •seeing his words fulfilled . He loved his people and 

his country (as, the above j:ncident ~eveals) deeply. Despite the fact 

that they lied persecuted him, their hurt became his pain . The fal'i. 

s,ignified to him, be;1,ond, all doul;i\, :the veracity .of his ·0wn rii~saage . 

But it also implied a d~epe.r sig.ni-f'i.canc,e . The firs-t blll,f ar hie 

message--destru.etio.n--was ful.fU led; now it was. time for the second part.--

restoration .• 

Those v1ho remained seem to be stricken with f1:1ar tha·t the Babylon i~ns 

-would destroy them cqmpletely. (This wns prob~bly dup to the 111Urde.r of 

Gedalia and the fear of reprisal) They come to Jeremiah seeking the word 

of the Lord, and His e.dvtoe as to where they should go . ,Jeremiah, 

af'ter t-en days (.42 .7) answers them: 

~Emend ?It to ?it;. ) If you will f emaiiil (dwell) 

in this land, then I C!bci) wil'l build you, and not pull 

· ,and I villl "'lant you,, ~nd not p'luok you up• •• you down·, "' "' 

-'• t I 
Do not go to .c;tW'P • 

__ _, ____ .___ Cohon B,., "The P'roph~ta," P• 136-7 
l The above is based, to some degree, on , 



Perhaps. -at no time in his lif' 
e ~ash& more ppsitive of the truth of his 

me.ss·age than he was e,t t.his moment P \..-
• er ,IQps at no other time had he 

been s·o El.ager to spe,a k forth his Pro~h t· 
· ,, e 1.c me. ssage, NO"i'l he c ou.ld nel p 

t;bos.e -v1hom he 'loveo so dearly With d 
, -wor a ~ r com fort and h.-:>pe • But 

this wes not to be granted to htm., for both h~ and Barµc~ itere forcibly 

taken to Egypt. 

Il'I Egypt ( Jer • 44 • 29) Je.rem~h is forced to repept hi.s di.stasteful 
• ' +' 

d.enul'ic'iatory threats• For their idolatry here in EgyPt, the Judeans 

would be punishsd, for this nation tt5o was to be given over to -its ene

mies, and its king would be dethro.ned even as w~s Zedekiah . ~na this 

prop-hecy , too, c-ame true . Pharaoh Roph.:ra -was det.hraned . I>erh~ s -witq 

his intuitive foresight ., Jeremiah realize'd he Tiould ne.v.er be g:fven the 

oppor tunity to fulfill t he o::mstr.uotive part of h is mi-ssion. Pe.rhaps thia 

feeling p lus a determination that his meuage of hope flhould not die , but 

£hould serve ruture generations who ;r;ould comprehend his -words and obey 

h i s messa:ge , caused him to r ecord his prophecies . For within him an 

i nspired -voiqe told him , 

Thus ~ay? the Lord, the God of Is.re el, saying : Write 

al 1 the words that I have spoken to you in I,\ book. For , 

to, the day a. 09 m~, •• ,that l will turn the captivity of 

' 11 th m to return to the- land my pe·ople •, .an,~ I 'I'll. oause e 

t nat r g,ave to their fat \-1.ers • • • 

d he attached t,remendou1; significance . 
To the f'ulfiUment of the above wor 8 

to be a source or comfort tp a ravished 
Tnis Y1as the message .. :that, ,we,$ 

trulill of the prop)lecy i whether or not it 
people . lie ,never d.ou'btijd th0 
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came ~o J.::e ss- i:n his life•ti~e. The p:r . t 
. esen gene-retion llould ·not 

fulfill 1-\ is words, bµt the fut 
· · ure would--a:nd for tn·em· h e preserved his 

message. 

ibout t he ye a_r 605 B C E J . 
• • • J erem i. ah hea:rd the' II inner voice II from 

•, .the Lord, sav inll'_; T k n. ~ 
., . q a, e a scro.11.- Lvoo:~ · ~M de in 

it all the words whi ch I have spoken• to you., .rran the 

day I spoke to you ••• even t o this d~y. 

(Jer, 36,11 2) 

Imm~dia·t,ely Jei'emie.h obeyed this command, cellE!Q Baruch, end dictated 

all his prophecies to his secretary, end flaruch recorded t hem in a 

11 so·roll. (Jeer . 36.4) :After he had r ecorded them., Baruol\ reo.d ,Jeremiah ' s 

11 
1 '\fiords in the 'temple (j~r-. 3$- ,10);> v1hioh in turn, resulted in the nobles 

sending for. Baruch (Jer. 36 .14)' so that he could in-_form them of his 

me·s·sage, and h-ter the p·ririoe.s h~d t!ie soroll read to the ki:t(g . (Jar, 36.23). 

1:n a fit of anger · the king dJ:j st.royed this reoorl:! oi' Jere•tniah' s message , 

•• ,the word o~ tne· Lotd came to Jeremiah, ai'ter the 

kinr; had burned the s-croll, an'd. t .he words whtoh 

Baruch w.r ote e.t the m,o-µt)1 of Je.rei:iiah say in &; 'Tate 

t 1. 11 an·,d 'dr~ t .e in it all the f ormer e.gein 1 ano l•er sc·ro ·, " ,. . 

words that were in the first s.ci;-oll; which Jeho~aldm 

the king of Judah has burned• •• 

once more Baruch r ecorded 
So once mor·e Jeremiah dict.ated h is viords, and 

. t t be dest r oyed--it was for the ruture • 
th~m . The message ~as no 0 

. :Buttenwieser aiates: ".As soon 
CQmmenting upon the above verses, 
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l 

I 

l?~t::l'tepvtJi.e ~er {l'u.gg$:Fst G, tin ip-ter.e;s..t1n~ idea; taifue l~, tha-t Jeremiah 

·dJ~t~ted hts .p:r.o.ph1:rcies to &.ritch b1:lo.&.:u,$e1 he hi.m~elf was un.alHe to 
·3 . 

write. Whether cit t'lot f,his the,o:fy is valid remai•n-ij •,1:1 q,u-e·stio:n:, wbJc·h 

1'3U7.ttenwfe.s~l.' may or may n.o.t ·oov·e insW.~t-ed t'o ~.he· sa:tisfs.ct:iqn ot ave7:'¥

one. It:) a_n:y ·oe. ~e- :tt- dn.se1r,ve,s tho~ht, 

Jfow.eve.r , ~:h~~ ,can be, no. que,stion b:u.t tb,_e:t Jer~mia~~ , when he became. 

cp~niz~nt o,f~h~ rat-e hi& s:c,roll ha:□ m.e,1: "l'i·t ,th at• th~ h:and.s of th~ king, 

w~s ,•c Qnvi:nee§l that his pl",0,phe.oie:~ ¥/era, i~effeotual f'o:r: the ·pre,s~n:t • 

I. · · ;a;1:. • · ,. wt.e,., J·ust ·1·ce· wo••1·d triump'•1. ,and 'Bu.t . the p~opJ:ret £or~sa, o.i 1.1er. ag~.", ·11 
" · . " · - +i · • • 

t .__ ... e.,._o-gn·~·.t ion, e:~d to •the$.8' future e:n.d .ro.ope, dts-cer-~:ing· iie truth ta.a•v~ • v . ,. 

1 8ut t .elTIVieSr:f•!" ). M. , 
2· Ilfid ••0 , • p • '170 
a: lb ta .. p • 1a3 
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ages, he was determined the.t hte words should be handed dovm. Agai~ 

irnd ega fu he de'clared that it nas t.0. th~ future tht:it he looked for 

the reel-tzation of h~ s Jwpes , and t hrouih all the vic-issitu.des ,of his 

career ne never failed to asse.rt h,is convi ctiorl that some day some 

l 
good was bound t-o come (Jar. 30 •. 2.ff) from his. pro~hetic calling ." 

Jer.iami,ah 
I
s hope· and fondest w-is·h wa's that these WQrds of God l!ould 

not remain on l y . wri:tten in a scl"o1l, but tnat t hey would be read, 

oor-:pr.ehended, and above all fulfilled, in the following manner: 

We om:iolude: 

•• ,thh is t he covet1ant I '\'/ill make viitb the 

house of Isreal after those days , ~aith the 

Lc;>r~ . I will put my law in t heir i"nwar-,d perts,, and 

il') t heir hea~t - I w-ill V1rite.1 ~nd I will b~ their 

·a:od and t-hey sh-all be rm,/ pa.op le- .• • 

h tt h _,. ·1.1· ... ·t1e irrrnor-tanb to 1. I n the main , Jeremia . a. , ac ea . ., -r-

A.' "'ll ent of his v1ords • .l',,1.ri 1· - 11ment or non -J.ul.1.),, tn the t.mmc diate .).\4 .1. 

hi s "'O"d. s of doom are fulfilled , it signi.f'i es to 2 . 'i'ihen " " 

r ~storation must soon itt3gin • him that the process of 

not for the 

for the future and 3. :He realizes -thet his words v1ere 

t .,.enerat ion • ( Jer • 3Sff) .p,re.~en o . 

Strengthe.ned in h.i~, faith by \he fulfillment 4. lie is 

of· his. words he doe's ·witnes~s • 

----------- of lsrrael , 11 P · 168 
Buttanwi:eser , M~ • "Prophets. 
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J 
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E, Ezekie l 

Within the consecn!ti:> n • . . 
-v1non ,of .t!l~e-\;i el we .,..i .!, , 

verse: 
.c l'la the following 

.And they,• whether they wn1 . 
listen or whether they 

Will r efuse . 't l it _, 
~ o s eru, ·for they are a rebell i!JUs 

peopl~ , y•e.t t hey shall "know that a prophet has been 

among them. 

(Bz . 2,5) Ii 
Cooke, in e.xple-i,1 i:n"' the above verse. s_~ys t1.. · t th · i lr'J 

tt , u~. e 1de1? mo lie-d lthe ,, I. ' 
·woFds ".,.they shall know the.ta prophet ha-s been among tbern'.'. is 

"they sh~ 11 know b'j the fulfillment :,£ his prE!dictions that a p,r,o"?::iet 

ha:s beerr at_nong them: l!iz . ' s version of the test proposed in Deut . 18Zlf ,, 

of- Isrce l noul d listen to h i.m; or 'i-f they listened Wohld not take him 

se.riously. ••• It '1'18ts a lvuws ~· pro!_,het ' s lot to be in op-po•sition, and to 

· t · t ( ·r sur de:l i ver a rnessage v:hich his people did tio ·>'.;ant or expeo cp , s . , 

17ff . 
Je-r . l, ) But h.ere Ez . ie ood'od,e-0 'VI i t h the .assurance , repeated 

at the beginning of his irecond period (33
33

), that the truth v1hichha 
l 

- . d II utte:rs will in the end be recognize. • .. This nega.tive .response is 

ag_e.in mentioned -v1hen God seys: 

S:on o-£ man', , you dwell i n the mi dst, •Pf the l'ebel l.iou_s 

house, th.at haviit ears to hear, a.nd ._hear, not .. • 

(Ez , 12.2) 

Jeremie.h expecte.d and received • 
'Such •'las the reaction that both Isaiah and 

till. s, Ezekiel certainly could not have 
Kno'\'ling 



I ,, 

'I 
' 
I 

' I 

Atl 11J1 ((fol:!'·~] w.o.r~.s sltnll no, lone;,er he de,layed.--

.i'l.holcb ! ~p.e.ek, spe,~klnff tsl'l~ doing. {~$._E111'd: 
,)'11..:1 >·I )t>'J to. ;>''il/1' ( ) . ,''f,l-~ ) 

r -• •· - -
(Ez •. u1.2ab) 

ln ·Ez:e:·ki~·l the1~e, wa•s a f_eeJing. Qr •ce<1thinty,,, wnioh .. did n.o:t ·{1>ei·mit 

a flee.ting quesii-o:i:i .o.f d'.o,Jiiot •. 
---=--------, - .. - - - --· -

lackfa1g in his voeal'>ulary. He lmefw only -thite •,i]I; ,v,1,.as·, tH,a·•~., wUl,, . -a.nd a,$_ 

suol:l ?tas .su:ra to e:ome· to. Jf1Jis·s .• t1 The "irme·r: ·vql9{!·11
• }1ai:i '.iniorme:d Ezt1kiel.: 

I the _tord hav'e ~p.:t~~n -~ -w,q:rd (1-me:ri~ ,'l, /CJ~• to ')?, ) 



.I 
1, 
if 

.And E~ekiel, never for a moment 

dou~t~d tha "WOt>d o~ his God• So too. v, hen Ezekiel tells of the t 
errible deatn.icnton 1~ ~tore 

he concludes With: ,, " for tb.e people, 

And they •h•ll know that I •• tho Lord, I hove not ,aid 

· in vs,in that l \?otild do this evn to them, 

(Ez , 6. lQ) 
He lrne'W, ..-e~ bafote the fuitUJmenl; of his prophecy, juot l7bat would 

t ranspire • He did not need th~ f'ulfillment t ,o assure b.itn of the 

velidity of Gog's tr9rd. In chtp..tez- 7 verse 2..-, he also describes ttie 

fe t ef\t l day a,.nd t.he plight of the p(to i:,le . ,I{o'l'lever, .a ome scho•lers may 

objn ct to our notion that he could foresee all thi.s, and merely recorded 

~ --· ~-~-~ (? , event~ _po.~t ev.entum, and clothed, hi's Words' in the ch-e,ss of ·prophecy. r:i'...,.f lJ_ 

This .'!}ay or may not be so, but in any case '\'le. should notice th.at E:zekiel 

felt the:.t , the do'Om Was , ab·ove· ,all, Goa ' s work : 

I will do to them according to their way (Emend J':>:>~JV to .,P~"l3 ~ ) 

and according to their deserts Will I judge them; 

.And they shall knqy, that I sm the Lord,. 

(J'.z . 7 .2?b) 

i:f be were vir-itirrg p,ost eventum It is va.ry doulit:f'ul :wh.e~h$r• e; marr ,. e v!!!n · · 

would include all the symbolic act i on s vihlo are . b recorded in the book 

of Ezekiel• His ·carrying• a. pack {Ez. 12 .a)' and his ,i,ymbol'i,sm at. the 

demon st rate- a cert.~in t y of destruction which has no death of his wife, 

, . .<i•• 1 ... t menelv ·for- the s-a~e. of reas·suranoe . need of fuliil men J 

h ies of thos.e before h im, as well s.s The d'ay d i.<l come . The prop ec 

y hweh had pur(i shed Is.rael, lest they h ~s own . were i\11filled .• True , a n 

.. , Yahweh was a "jea lous-
l ked their sin, But should im~gine that He ,,over oo . 
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God , ~nd th is very de~truct ~ 
.. on would al 1 so ead• to i:ihe pe . '1 1 

toreti'dn . le·st the hent-1. h · op e s res-
.. llf}n .s OU ld i: • nv:r g'ine thet & lacked th 

The nation 'Wt>u ld be re a'\; . .,, e p.owitr. 
. oreo> not be cause t ee ";/ deserved it ., but because 

"I ha'.7e vn·oug-h\ -with _yo-q i'or my name , s sake • .•" ( Ez. 20 .44) 
But within th fu l e . fillment of his w.ords> e:nd the subse·quent des,-

truct ion , Ezeki--el intutt i'vely reali.zed a. ·deeper si gnifi cance . Good epd 

bad -a 1 ike ha.d su.f'fer~d fr an the di ,. · , s.aster. ,Jen v.er.e eskin.g: ".I£ G.od 

were just ' woul9 ll!:! have permitted -such indiscri'lliUJate hardship? ~~ 1-

igiori, as under-stood ot th.a t i me seeme.a '\lll °Q l t . a e o cqpe v1ith the problem:, 

whe'n Eze kiel took ·t n • . 1. up. -ne 1n·sist~d upon two· thblgs: fi'rst, 11 new 

appr-eoietion 'of' the truth that God desires not the death l>u.t t he rep.en

t~n~~ of :!;he, w.icked; and sei,,ondly, the ~eedom and responsibility of 

t he i'ndividual 0 •• • Eac h man is free from bondage either t o tus o~ pest 

ca.re~.r, or to his people ' s g.u ilt; eaob man in; r13sponsihle for hi-s awn 
. v 

COIJ duct , and must deoid~ i'or him.self whether he wi:11 
1
li\e , or. ' d ie.' 

Jeremiah h$d attempte.d to £ece the question (:n29
), but -Ezekie :i. de.als 

with it much more fully , not 'indeed in all 1.ts varioua tssues , yet in 

such a matine,r as the needs .of the hou•r require.• •• 

When his earlie r prophec ies had been fulf'Uled by t he ov·erthrow 

of Jeru.saiern, Eze'.:;i e l f elt able to .enlarge t;pon t hp other aspects, of 

t ·b.e truth. Jah-veh, holy a'ri? righteous , could noll reveal Himself as the 

Sl:lepher« of Ria peopl e , v1 ro v1ould ~ather the .. dispe,rs1:1.d• • .He 'We& pre-

. th. t· tnwardl~ and out11ardly , • .; nDtwithatanding 
p e:red to regener ate e na- 10n v 

f$l
',th .• the relation b.et~e~n Jahveh and His people 1 

:rsrae l 's breiroh of , 

d b'' ~n eve.rlo.sting covenant ••• " 
~ t t1'bl' e and would be st:icure ;r was 2.ndes rue . , 

- --.--.---- "1· 0 C n to Ez . p • XXX 
1 Cooke, G. A. , • • · 
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mu ist learn, that t 'he· P'""'' ·· "'· .1 .1. · · · · ••. · .• ,..,,sen i;;· S<l~·118• h .not t~ fin.a'l one"; 

is G.od 
1

s , wi%l for His _pE;iopl!,il·," 

Ez~ldel a-lwsvs ke.p: t. t .he futu_ .... · ... _ •· · Th' 
v • ,., tn view:■- ls• "Wa~ t •h~: s-j:,~riificanoe he· 

attac:hed to, th~ fU1fillme,rit of' h'1s .,,._ 0"'.~_ ..... .,_,. 't.. t 'he d 
" • !.!<"' uuS a:s , ha 'be;Sl'l° poS':it-fve 

ot 1the ~es:tru:c-tion, ju~t so cef•'t.:1Hn ti~-$ be ~f· t'he future,. "tzek·U!'l 

hi.~sel.f· C{)ini:!~ittetii to wrH.1pg -~ measur~d platt. :for ,~ .. new teml?le·., t ~ .~ther 

w.!th r~g1-H1:d:.-'ions. f :or i-t-s mlnitrt'l"._¥·• And -he· was ·'h#' .alone i il' t .hh e.f:f'ort 

of tec.ons.t -tuctiorr; iheor.etio•,1 ~ '$ it- ha:cl to be; fol' t .f:l.e !.inalysi's: of cha. 

40-48 reye,a-1.s a Erocess 9f e~er.tmenti ~·na, di'!i0:U,B'Bion ;goi_n;: .rm i_t, pri''3,$tly 

:e ir.'ele:s., and ¢arryln:~· fui:-t:~e+ the :t-a sk :11ihi.ch he hij~ beg.l.lt) • These· 1'Etb·~r-a 

•in the cl>llr :,;e of sever.al is:e.nerat·ion-s ·ripe•ne·d into o.f'f'io ial reo.~g,ri.iition t .. 
es. t:.he Prievstly, €:ode. n ·aut ,if Ezeki:Ei1 thoUcg:ht t;-he deJ,r!;:tticftiot1 'l'l.fJ;s: thl:i 

signit 1, of a "ne1v da-wn / 1 and t .hat regt,o~att~ri -sp:iri'lltJi: Uy ·'l'i'ou ld b~gtn 

at once~ he ml,;;. ,-vet'.J •so.en di.s~p~Qinted.. .In. ·cha·w.tel'" 33.~ verses 3b to ·3·~, 

:ev.;en ~£'.t~l" the .fa'l 1~ :the .. people P:o~ to- him to \nqui~ pJ Goa 
I
s w.ni, but 

-· , :1., 11r · · ·th tl:ipi:r mo1:,1th t-hey show much -q;~d n 0t. t~ka hi$.' ·a'dv0ice t ·o heari,,_ -or· wi ., . ·· . 

. h· t · s a.:tter tnfli,'C' cove,to1;rsne5s. And ·yow (B.z ,.) ,n,Jto lo:ve, but. t.hefi.l'" ~ar g.oe - · ·· · 7 
( · "'O Zlb :&2e) Soon errougli he reErUzed, them a:s. a love ~liin:g • • • 11 Ez •· J · ; · · 1 : 

JJ 
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ge-neration . 

t ,nat a restoration 
lllost cer tainl 

Y' ll ould 
come , but not wi th t h e present 

Thus far w h e sve spoken f t 
o he signifio~nce the t E 

to the de struction zekie t, attached 
, a prophecy that t k 

1 °0 
pl eoe • What of his p-ropheoiea 

tb~t d idn t occur at th t .. 
e l.IIle or in the me 

nner ~hioh rs an6icipated? 
S-eeaking of Ez. 29 . 17_21 Cooke 

, says: "These vv • 'Viera added a• an 

appendix to the p.rop'hecie·s i n ch . 29-32; sacb at. least 
is the infer ence 

to be rlrtnvn fr o\11 th d t 4 
· • e o. e t"iven here N "' • " , ew L8ar s Day (.Apr) 571 B. c., 

the latest date in t he Book, E ek· 1 , 
• z ie s confident expectation of the 

£all of Tyre (253- 18 2°-36 18£ 27 28 ) had not be_en fulfilled; he admits ea 

much in v • 18; but he ellow~d his words to stend, because at thia later 

dete he looked f or a further dev.e1opment . Though the Babylonian a had 

earned no wages in Jahveh ' s service against Tyr~, they wi ll be fully com

pensated by the spoils of Egypt , vv 19,20. The present section belonga 

to t he period between 673, when the siege of Tyre wa.s ~ise4, and 

567 -8 . -when Nebuohaar ezzar set out to invade Egypt . How far tie succeeded 

we c a nnot tell ,,.; but there is no evidence that the B~bylonians inflicid 

the complete disaster 'Tihioh Ez . had foretold, and agr.in his prophecy was 
1 

not fulfilled, at any rate not in the way expected ." It 'may be, as 

Coo kB believes , that the editor of t hi s sect ion des ired to •preserve evff'J 

scrap of Ezekiel' s utterance .11 Efowever , we ventlllt'8 to state, that even 

~At of his ut terances ·had not 
if Ezekiel himself i'u lly realized t 110 some 

~ot hr.ve removed them. Minor details of 
been fulfilled, he still would•• 

maJ·or conoern to the prophet , The under• 
time and place ~er e not of 8 

"' 'he 'main points of o,onaideration, 
• ht nd J·ust ioe ~ere u l y ing principlei of rig 8 

---------- "I C C " to Ez • P• 529 l C:>oke, G • .A ., • • • 
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An unfulfilled "'rophec\T . 
"" " in no mjinnex 

or means ctetrccted one i.ot~ fr.om 
his me>Ss_a_ge . He: would e.t-taoh very 

little significance to it• The fall 
of Jerusalem had 1 ,T b mer e.if -een a . 1 . .. aigne to hilll to begin the work of nre-

planting and renewing" tne peopl H • 
. .e. e d2.d not ta:lre joy o,r prtde in 

knowing that the "vi ful n 08 day he pred,i:c,t: ed. had co.me about,, ati·d .th-u.s 

had 'veri.£ied h is words , He h d a no need of verificaHon . 

"Un l i ke h is eo lleaaoues. Ezeki'et·was a u , literary maTI . The call to 

prophecy, es -we have seen lt. was O "all to 11 k , "' "' swa ow a boo , and he did 

i:t , be tells· tH~ . 'H~ !malted ~h-e hook phase of religi,on a:s no other pro-

pb.et had dope • 
1 

}le, wrote his p1•,ophec:ies;, th1:11T oolleoted e.nd edited 
t 

them ," Buttenui es.er, too, holds tna_t in the c·ase Qf Eze1del prophecies , 
2 

"their e arliest formulation was in -writing . 11 Thes_e "fir~ tings ,,:;ere to 

comfort the present , and t _o bring about t ·he' s~i,.ritu~ as well as nat-ional 

return of t·ne o~mbined nation . There can be no doubt but that Ezekie l 

l.ike the othe.r p.r'oph&ts be:fore him, looki:i4 to a ,future , generii t'ion to be 

w,orthy of t-he 11te,turn'1 he $0 oi't.e.n men~ton.s, And so f'irmly b8liev,s i n . 

We c.onc luda.•.: 

1. Ezekiel, lilce the other prophets, attached no signi-

£ice.nce whatsoever to the ut1fulfilled details of his prophecies , He 

was int erested in the bas i c pri.noiples • 

.... i..· e h. ., "'"Snot conce:imed wi th a '2 • L'i ke lH~ others~ e 1100, ,, ,,, 

specific· ti,me element • 
"'-· lfill"""nt of his pror.hecy concerning the fall $ . The ,1,u ,..,, 

of Jerusalelll was 

and res_torationl 

. 1 to begin t h.l.,,.oTk of redemption 
regarded as a signa i" 

dl,. d he take it, or was it ~eaded , as a 
(In no wise 

- ~-----B "Tti.e Propnet~,," P· 157 n 
1 Ooho.n , • n •.f liP:ropl:)ets of Israel, P• 174 
2 Buttemu,e ser, .r11.. • 

~ 



verifioatior1 of his i nsp i red •ords. He r;ever doubted 'lhe truth of. his 

pr.ophecie s. 

4. He :re·corded his prophecies so t~:t a. more worthy 

tutu.re g~n~rat ion could read·i understand, rini obey them. These writing.a 

,~1ould serv1;1 that ge.nerat.,i,on ·as a g\lide . For the immediate present, 

hls word~ s~r"ed ss a sou.r'Qe of' ,00mfort and consolation. However, he 

realized they .'1ere not a gen~r~tion i'lqrtny of c,ompl.e,te. redemption and 

r-e store. t.ion • 

l 
I 
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F, Deutero-Issiah 

Because ch.apters 40-55 i;\ai.l the adve,nt of Cy:r'qa, E!xtol his vic

tories over many nation s and anticipate hie conque st of Babylon, sc.ho

la.rs, in the meln , 
11 p<lcce them between the years 546 B. c., when Cyru 11 

scored his great victory over Lydia and cap:tivat~cl t.he ima,;ine.tions 

of men a~ a world conq.ueror, and 538 B. c. , when Bal?,lon fina l ly 
1 

In the~se 1Vic'tr;,ries or Cy'ru-s, De~tero-I s:_ai:ah 

beheld Yahweh, the God ~no s~pes hi story, bringing a deliverer for the 

desperate and disperse,d nation . His prophecies of hope are b~_i;ed upon 

significa~ce . Yet , it was not only to the fulf illment of his own words 

that he attribu_ted gr~at significance, but the fulfillment of previous 

prophecies seems j;ust as s·i_gni,t'.i.c~nt to b.irn.. AlL th,at the· formtr pr~

phets had spoken bad come to pass . Just ~s t heir ~ords of denuncia~ion 

wer·e true., so too ,11e:re- h is words. of hope to be reel.ized. 

Behold t he !'o:rtner tRine;s a:re come to pa-ss 

I te 11 you of. t hem• 

Had they no+. been for.ewarn·ed of dest;ruc.tion,? Ju.st as. that had been 

h i ~~ advance to them, 
d T,• 0- 0 ...,85 Deutero-Isaia announc ng , __. , announce , so .. . 

s- their riew life and rest::it'Ei-t i on • The prophet 1'.as the 
the r.iesssge OJ. • 

mouthpiece of God• 
' d God 'lfilat ·he htvl. spoken was in truth Goa s wor s. 

thl."n . .,. tbr9ugh his p:"Of het s unless he has determined 
does· not -dechre a c, 



to J?<id''ohn the:t/ ~ct1-oR : 

::r_ \¼ve d!:ie lar e d \ ·he,• f' :5rm4.,.. ··th.~ . -ro .. · = .. w _gs ;..rom.(li' 01'cl; 

From mJ! [God's"' mouth th · , · t .. , ... · · • - l.l • . ay ;ven ·. ·fo.nth e;trd I al'.l.n oun9~d 

therq 0hr ~~h t.Fie, f)ro,phet µ 
Sitddenl;y ! \d.i'd tnem and :t\l~,¥ ~me, to pats . 

,•.S t,- in ! · 5·5 1 . ,. · . 
o,. J:>0 , · · • $:•• .: :. 1,, 12& Q;qd e-mpha13Jz~s th.~ feet, that Ris w0.rds n&,v,er 

riturn to hi\'i!' ~mpt,y,, b'!lt al'via,ys 'S:C'.!)Om{llts·lJ '!,~(;'1'4- pµr~.ose.. 'The aho:ve 

ve.t'·s~-s dell)'on·!3tra.te c,Qn~ l"Qd ve-1,i :lthat, 

l, Deut.~:n~a·-lsa,,i:ah· Jt..~ga:ra~d' the protib.ets, as a-l!ilP~rt.cers 

of · G,od 
11 s 1~ i1 l b-e-f or~ the· ·~vent 't'&(')k .p.l{lt~e . 

·-2 .• H'is't·o.ric~l evei1ts verified th9· wor-!}s •s.pqlren ~y the· 

pr:oy~n. tTU~!J S·Q ,to.co , .wott.li.i. the. v~li.d,ity of hbi. message be verified. 

!'t-te:c\l.ing •11:t>S·~t sd'.g,r-,i'fi . ..can~e ·to tfle fu.l.fil '.l'rnent. or the. ~re::vl,6us pro-

Cy~s on th~ hori:zQn, he :£e.e,ls the:t ®d ha.s sp';o~eti .: 

Ctlmf'or.t .you, .c10mf-prt ,y"i:JrJ nt,/ i~{5P-~ ·• •• he~ tilne of •s.e,r..

v'ice· i •s· aO£~.mpli:sh/3g, .• !;,her guilt is pald ,of:'f. 

( h. ~O:.-la,:2~.) 

The t tme has· P•ome ·:i1-o:w,. a:ud 

li!ll (pQd] stta.il. f'e6.i:l !:J;i s flock Hke a shep.hera, 



Wi.th the 

r 

He shall ·gat her the l ""'bs in 
"'-UJ His arms . 

( Is • 40 • lla) 
'7 i ctol"ies of the new c::mq~ero.r , the. "· . 

1.nner voice" te,l ,ls Pi m: 
Fe-ar not for I am with you; 

I Vli ll bring your se•ed from ~he ·t 
~ e.as, and gather you 

I Vii 11 say t .o the nor-th.: 'a • I :i.v.e . up; 

And to the &outl!: , Ke~p .not bac;,k, 

Bring my sons from far, 

.And my de.ughters fro."'! the end :>f the earth • 

• ,,the ransom~d of 't;he Lords-hall return, 

And come ~ith sin~ing to Zion, 

Ana everlasting Joy sha'll .oe upon their heads; 

'l'ne·y sha 11 obt·a ill' gladties s l!i'nd' joy. 

And sorrow and sighine shall flee away. 

( Is. 51 . 11) 

Tho, prophet is a-ss,ured of all r;,f the abov.e ,, in :fact. he belt.eves Goi;l. 
{~ . ,:t.,,L 

••,will ••• divide hin: .a [Pe:;ple] portion a:mong tJte 

gr.eat., 

And he sh.all <Hvi,d~ t !te s-p~il .,ith t he mifhty, 

? id Deutero- Is.aiah live t-o see any of his prop!ieoiecS .fulfill~d?' We 

do not know . He «il1dou.btedly &aw Cyrus be_cot:1e r uler of a mi ghty empire, 

and in eacb vi ctory he BalV t .ne fulfHlment of hi.s otm :words . Tn..e time 

had come for his people to be comforted ~nd· hopal'ul . More then that , 

l 
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Goel ha.d provided an inst:r:l,l.m~n:t of r e-s'\io.l"1:1ti,on. Ile but. sang 'd:ivii'iely 

in sr ir~d viard s . 

"In the c~se f D t I " o · eu e1t.o- s.ai.ah there cati• ha;rdly be any- doubt that 

h is u rit,ing;s, Is. XL- Lv, b~d boo~ form f'r.om the very firS:t . They are 

not a se r ies of separate detac\ie,!;l, sermons of messages, li'ke, ·tbe 'l'li•iti_ngs 

of pre-exi lie p,r.orn.et s, b\.1t, form, one ·c ct1Hnu.o.1:1.1:1 disc oor.se . Regarding· 

-viere sent broadcast among the Jeyiish. captivity., or wheth~r th,ei,r author 

delivered them personally ~e.fore .a large usembly of exiles; but from 

what ;;e t::n-ow in gene-rel about the c, nditions .e.Yid c.usbai·s of t .hose times, 
l 

th13 l~tter VIOt)ld seem to be. the more likel;y tne-Ql""J o 1
1 

We conolu:cle: 

J, • .Basing, h.imse1f upoTI ·the v.e:rtficati.on .of previgus 

c orne t'Pue es b:M :t.l'l.e st,her-s . 

2 C 1 ~ t · ·es ae·emed t 9· be t_he .. fulfil lui-ent of .• ynrs v ... o on. . 

his riords,. and he does atta-oh significance to them. Cyrus is G'od ' s 

in str:qmen:t- t O be used for the .redemption of Isrq1.el 0 

,3 . His prophecies i'lere for the pre1:s.e:;nt g:el'lare·tion 

as vie11 a.:s .for the future .• 

4 . F1.tlfillment of his w.ords wiH mean a ner, life for 

l 11 
, r 11Prophet s of Isre.e , 1 Buttenwieser, i, •• , -

F• 174 

I . 



Su!Dmary of Chapter IV 

· l. The prophets. did 
not bother to mention a speci~ic 

t .ime for t .he events t4,ey sp·~Jte of_. c:- J. 

..,·et..i~g ·time limit s Vl·as a r-ati.ona.1 

act subject to human error• -and as 
such not to be regarded as important. 

2 • Whether• 0-r pot t~e peopl e believed that the ev-erHi's 

which t hey spoke of i'lere ne-ar at hon· d ,·,·as of l 
... ittle impl)rt·anc.e to them. 

The.y felt tt;;,e;t t ,he,y: spoke truth tnet woulp bee verifi;ed- -pernaps in the 

presen-t, in the !'utwe for sure. 

3, 'rhey- spoke with ce.rtai,t·y on ly in matters of r e ligion 

and moi·e. lity ~ --and mf}ae nQ pt'eten se of' being ~o li H-ca-1 expert 
6

, 

4 , Bven those prophe_oie•s w'.tich neve:r were fulfilled 

they did not remove f·rom thetr ~rit.inr;_si 

a . because the unc!erl.ying principle·s ':;er e eter

nally t ·rue •. ,. 

b . The time ele~nt did not conce1theo ever. 

5. R:e~•l'it$ng ·that tbw-ir generation did riot aomp-rehen1d 

their oessag~, they reco-:-ded t!leir 11e>rds s.o that they ::i ight serve as 

a tes'lli'mony of thefr ministry~ .. and a guide t0 future generat:1on·s vih.o 

would fulfill them, ('.l'heir immediate generation would not listen or obey,) 

6. Ezekie l an-d Deutez:-o~Isaieh spoke i'/ords gf .comfort 

for their gen er.at ion as '\'/ell a..s for futur.e gener~t ion s . These two 

-
.p.rophets, elao .,in all _probability, wr-0te out their prophecies befo:rie 

they c:le·liV'ered theJn• 

t692fi7 
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