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Entitlecl 

"!b- HeJacha of labh1 Joehlaa Ian Qumanyah• 

Ill'. lel'ladt• ........ Joahua'• hlll.alcbiO acti'Yity and 1"9lat• it 
to b1a pd.ate lile, to Ida office in the adld.nlatrattan of G 111-.l D 
and to b1a 1becaJ.ou and llbONQllhy. In mina eo, he 11 +wtNt .. tllat 
.Jollhua' • llalalchllb oftm reflect• aanddeNtian for die lavw ecDU 1ci 
claaaa, to ~ he h:lmelf belaap. Aa the Abft Dln of la t 11.i. be 
lbuea with hDI a deep eanw.tn for the ■ul'Yiwl nw:wtift .Ji•1• .... 
.,...._ by the dilatructian of the Taple 11114 the influmce of aU.iaat 
•-.eta, ~4' of fut-arowins Olriatianity. 1111• cancena la dlM" 111 .. 
both in hia llaluhllh NPNina pl'O■elytiaaiGD whidl 1a lad.eat to the -­
tat that be waul.4 adlld:t proaelytee ewn·. withaut cua•1•1~. · -4 ill Ida 
theolopeal debat• with.,,-(~~). 

All of tbia ia aufficieatly,t:haup not m••iftl.y, cm.■ 1"4 
in tta. prililcut theeia. Nr. lakwtt• unwa at hia camJ1•1- by a · 
tbaraup undast-..,.,fna and Nl■--1• intenntatian of the Nlllll"Cee, N­
f,...fnf• fl"CII fu-fatdled caajecotuNe u ah fCIUlld 1n • NiHllt book cm 
L .Joehua. llaile Ill-. lalalldta• lntapNtat.ion of the 80llll"Cee 1a rn'tCIDe 
able ~. a -,at-tic aeudl for and •-Daf';icm of puallel 

• 80lll'Oel wauld haw ......_.,_ the ftlue of the theaia. Qr..,les On p. 22 
Ill-. lerlmwit• cit• a •i&D1fiCllllt principle of 1~•lnian • that of 
Jolbua., Nlyi,w cm B. Baba latbft &Ob • ...,,_.,other~ (I. laba 
Q... 79b, ·• Abodl)I Zuwl 36a, I. liDnryotb Jb, P. 9ulbi11th IY.2 (JSb), 
P. Shabbath 1.4 (3d), P. Abodall Zarah II.I (111.d)] indicate that the 
pr1nciple Jn queatlan dDea not onpiiate with .Joehua. llpnetba-. Madi 
detalb and the ■---taat too bl'iaf pr•mtade of the aatertal CCJ1Wid1nd 
uie ~ J,y • ialitiw •We ef the tlleda llhida reflects • aaU4 
becllpounil- in ~•JIUdic atudla -4 tdlolarly talmt. 

l, therefOl'e, .take pet plea.MIN 1a Ned ••• the w.ptance 
of Mr. lellcol,tlU' tll-ia. 

Alexander Qattwaa 
lefeee 
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DIGEST 

The great reTOlt acaimt tb• !iaun Jiapire vhicb atarW in 66 C.L 

am nd8d in 7l c.11:., brought political and religiows chaos to tbe lud. 

The legiom ot Titua ca.d.tted the i'upl• to the n-1 and rued 

Jerual-, the political and religiou center of tu naUOD, to tm 

around. Tbe peopla WN 1D the grip ot despair. 

Tbe denru.ction of the Taple brou&bt, about. a l'fl'OhUon in tbll 

inner lile ot the Jniab people, u wll. The ■acriticial qata ot 

worship, vhich ... ID inie&J'al part ot reliaiou lile, nni■bed vith tbll 

destruction of the Tlllpl.e. 

Men of foresight and dedication stepped in to breach tbe gap. 

Rabbi Yocbanan bell 2..ekk•1 eatabl.iehed a Dff Sanhedrin in YaTDeb vhich 

graduall7 achined the autborlt.atiYe Yoice in rellgiou■ Mt.ten. 

Rabbi Joshua ben Cbananyab, a cliaciple of Rabbi Yocbanan ben 

Zekk•1, acbieffd great distinction u a scholar, praau..gator ot the l•• 
and u a benefactor of larael. he eened u 'Av- Beth-Din' und8I' 

GutlaJ.iel II. 

He vu a JIOderate, an.cl a tendency toward lenienc1 18 discernibl.e 

in bis awroacb to balak.a. .In general, Rabbi Joshua belieftd that DD 

legielet1on abould be enacted which is a burden to the ujorit1 ot tbl 

co..amit7. Aa an independent thinker, he c- into contllct vith 

O~iel II on nuaerous occuione. Thie conflict eftntuell.J led to tbl 

rwYal of 0,.,.,11•1 rroa the preeid.enc1, and be vu not reimtated until 

Rabbi Josoua accepted hi■ apologies . In general, Rabbi Joshua vu deepb 

est.eeMd by hie colleagues. 



a-

Rabbi Joshua vu aleo "1'7 actiff in his detenae ot Judaia• 

agalMt nucent Cbria t.iani ty. An opponent ot' all excesaea, be counaeled 

mderation in reJ.i«ious aa wll as cirll utters. He 11 reputed to haw 

iDtel"Yened vitb the Boan authorities on nuaroua occasions in bebal.t of 

tbe veltare ot Iarael. 

He raiaed up un;r di.aci.Plee• the m>at taaoua ot vboa wu £ld.ba 

ben Joseph. 

He vu so reapected tor his vied.a that after ha death 1 t, R8 

fel.t that good coumel vu periahiDI !roa the world. 

Rabbi Joshua vu one of the eignif'icant Tuna1a of nia generatioD 

and vu one of the great scholars llbo laid the foundation for a nrri.Ting 

Jud.aiaa. 
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l. 

CHAPTER I , 

Historical Backgrow!i 

The great l'ffolt a&aimt the ROMA Jiapire which beau iD 66 c.&. 
and end.eel in 7) c.E. broucht b&Toc and deatl"llct.ioo to the polit.ical ad 

reli&1ou iDltitutiODII of Pal.HtiDI. At tbe ad or the l'ffOl.t, the 

camatr)" lair in "1.naJ the populace staffed and d81!1orali.Hd, vu in tba 

grip ot despair. Je:rualea, tbe Holy cit7, political and reUcioaa o•­

ter ot the nation, tall to the le&iom of Tit.us in 70 C.E. Tboae al tbe 

inhabitant.a who had not fallen rtct.1- tot.be creat taine or the nont. 

ere now put t,o death or aent to the aine■ or ic,pt.. Scat ot the bra-n 

warrior• wre reaaned tor the gladiatorial cOllbat.a llhich wre part or 

the Roaan Tictory celebration.1 

When the legione of Titus entered Jeru■alea theJ 1ackecl the Tlllple 

and cc,..1tted it to tbe !laaea. The cit7 itaelf vu rued to the aramd• 

OnlJ tbe three gate• of the palace berod-ltippicua, Pbuul., and~ 

and a portion ot the vall vve left at.anding; the tol'll81' u IIOIUl9Dt.a to 

the toraar creatnea■ and original strength o! the cit.J, the latter u 

protection for the gan-i.8011 that wu left. 1D cbarge.2 

The inhabit•t• ot Paleatim becae iJlponriabed b7 the HftD ,..,.. 

var and their Dlllben vere greatl.J reduced. Tbe rate of Paleatine wu 

sealed b7 tbe tall ot Muada, the laat. heroic 1trongbold llhicb tell ill 

7) c.E. Mt.er the tall of Mu&d& t.be Raum -t no ailitary appoaitiaa 

to their cruel rule for sixty 7e.ra. 

'?be deatruction of Jeruaalea brought about a nolent reYoluUoo in 

the ianer lite of tbe Jewish people. Tbe Taple lq 1D rains. Tt,e aacri­

ticial qatea ot worship, which wu the integral part o:t tbe Nl.1giou 

' 
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life or tbe people, ~ a part ot paat biatol'7. Furt.bermre, with tbe 

de■trucUoa ot tbe T1111ple, the~, t.he judici&l-■cbolar~ bodJ m 

lo111•r fwllctioned. 'l'be lose ot tboH tvo great imt.itutiamt wu ntti­

cient to produce a protoand cbaap ill tbe condi.Uou ot -'ewiab lite. 

Fortunateq tor 'the future 8'U"YiYal ot -'udaia, t.beN WN - of 

taniptecl TiaioD in Jen■&lea llbo, vbile tbe cit, vu ■till ill iw dN._, 
t.brON, cut their eyea tolfard tbe tut.an. 

It ia rel.at.eel that daring the rebellion llheD Jflft wre ct.■t.rc,JiJlg 

eacb other, wtcU111 t.o the terri'ble t.ragedJ ot the aie&e, BebbaD JocbMMn 

ben Zaklca1 awta hi.a ncape trca the city Iii th tbe aid of wo of hi.a dia­

cip1H, a.bbi Jouua bell Haanru and Iiabbi icl.1.eu~ ben ~.3 At 

the 1'011111'1 cap, Jocbanln ben Zakkai pleaded vitb Vespuian, tbe cownder­

in-chiet, to apare the.....,.... ot hie aaad-, lfben Jera■al.ell wu ea.cad. 

Jochanan ben Zakkai obt.ained pel'lliaaioa to ■ettl.e in IaYDlh (JUIDia) and 

Htlbliab an ac..S., there.4 

Whan mva reached Ianeb that the Taple vu deatro,ed, Babba 

Jocbanan, Jo■bua am the other acbolara tore their ganaenta u the cut.oa­

arr eigD ot ~- ht Babban Jocbanan, obaerving dabbi Joabua'• di■-

trH■, Qll'Ded to hia IDd ■aid, •Do not be dejected, 11r eon. Ve ■till 

poe ... • one •am ot atellllaat llbicb 1a higher than ucritic•s eood dMda. eS 

Thie at.ate 1at. im:i.cat.e■ Jocbuan ben Zakkai•• Tin that it 1a 

poesible to ncomt.nct t.he tCIWldation ot Judaiaa independent.q o! t.be 

sacrUicial a,atea ot the Taple. To gi w Ionab a special natua Bebi 

Jochanan imiat.ecl that llhen Bosh Ha' Sbanab tell on a Sabbath t.be ■bofar 

1111■t be bl.OlfD there, although it had Mftr been bl.OlfD m711ben el•• oa a 

Sabbath bllt in the T-.,1.e. 6 He vu now declarimg in tact that Y&TDeb wu 



now the center at the Jeviab world. Furthermre, bl enacted that the Beth 

Din abolald una authority to tllDOWIC• IDd aancu.r, the nn aoon. Tb1a 

bu been t.be prerocati•• ot the Great Sanbedrin in Jerual•• .&ner tbe 

deatruction ot Jerual• than vu no aathori tJ to u.adertalm t.b:1.8 illponut. 

tunction, oa llbich depended not. ODq the tiXiag and prool-•ion ot all 

Jeviab balla,1 bllt &Lao tbe correct datillg o~ ciYil docuenta. The ooa­

vol ot the calendar added tot.bl presti,e Del autboritJ ot l&YD1b u tbe 

DIV aatioaal NlJgiOWI center. 'l'bl 1cbolare cont.imecl to work in Ia...ta 
I 

and nentuallT won the recognition of tbl people. 'lh1a u1ablf at Yamb 

becaaa the eol• guardian or the Torah. 

aabban Oa1l111l ll succeeded Jochaan bee Zekka1 u tbe Patriarch. 

He endeoored to atrengtben the WlitJ ot the peaple ud Gm'OiNct bi.a 

authority vitb a strong bud. OM&lial II and bi• coart. coatinDecl to 

watch ewer tbe correct reckonulg ot t.be contents ot the calendar. 1'o it.e 

deci sion Rabbi Joshua ban CbanllDJah subaitted effn ~b be oaaaidere4 

it to be erroneoua.7 

.&a a rule the deciaiom ienillg trca YffDBb wre treated u comt.1-

tuti.Qg tbB autboritatin at.andard. 8 

According to the -.inent. bietorian o£ tJda period, ia1l ScbuNr, 

"We,_, .. ._ that thia court at Justice at Jumia vu 'l'Ol.\ultar117 

acc.pted b7 the Jeviab people u autharitati••• not onq in Mttera or 
cereaonial law, bat alao ill the doaain or cifl.l and cr1wdv) i-.9 

..,11• lnneb aerciaed the YOice o! the central •thoritJ in 

•ttAN ot Hal.acba, there vere other ecboola in the ncinity ot Ya'YDllb 

11bere aaa or the acbolan taught in their own school. Rabbi Joabua beD 

Cbanan,ab at Peld.in and Rabbi ~ieser ben H.Jrcanu taught at trdda.10 



While the cOUDtr, enjo1eci rel&ti·H peace, all vu not. peacetul at 

the Sanhedrin of Yaneb. '1'he ti.as -!mendacl atroQg mral 1ead.ership and 

G....Uel II atreaaecl, and at tiaea oventresaed, the need tor md.t.7. 'l'be 

Sbaaaaitea continued to cont.eat the nev'ot the liillelit.ea. In the con­

t.eat.a between t.be disciple• or the achoal ot .ib......t IIDli H1Uel, r-mel:'el 

decreed t.bat tb• decision ebcw.d be dllterailllltcl by' tbe a,Jorit.y ot Y01ia in 

the acadmv', in order to protect bJ aut.borit1 the threatened unit.7 ot tbe 

Lav agaimt all at.taco. When duiDc a diaput.e ~ t.be Sb ,1wa 

and the Hillel.it. it vu difficult. to obt&i.D uni.t7, both part.iea inain­

ing on tbe ·correctmae o! their OWD traditions, a -.Oice" ww beard (Batb­

Kol) which vu ueually couidered u a c1m 1.a:t~atiOD frca be&ffll 1n ditti­

cult cues, a Toice llbicb Hid "The teachillge of both acboola are the 

vorda ot the llrlng God, l:Nt practicall7 onl7 tbe la8 or Hillel are to 

carry wight." Rabbi Joebua bell Cbanau;yab, a ... ot reuon, aloae u­

preaeed biaelt againat any decision arrived at b)' the Bath-i.ol. Rabbi 

Joabua declared., "We cio not require a Jliracul.oua Toice, tor the La, 1a 

not given to be~ beiQge, but tor •n, wbo in questionable c. ... , can 

decide by taking a majori\f deci■ion, and a lliracle ca,mot in nch cu• 

gift t.be daciaion • .U 

Thus th• dancv at tragantation vu reduced to a -Sas ... 

Oeee11el II, in order to aecure Wlit7, bad "911 exc,,,-an:lcatecl b1e brotber­

in-lalf, lQieaer ben H.,rcama. On the occuion ot llieaer' • a:n •rd ca­

tion, Oaaliel ia reponecl in the Talald to ban addreued God 1n 1ibe 

tollOlfi.Dg vorda: 

lt 1a know to yw, Muter or tbe World, that I bu• not 
done tb1I tor-, booor•• ealm1 nor tor t.htt hanar ot-, boue, bat 
tor Your honor, so that etrite aay not prenil 1D Iarael.12 
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Nnertheleee tba cont811porariee ot Gaiial.iel II did not take hia 

autocrat.ic teadencie• kincU,. Aa a -tter ot tact, hi.a bebanor tonrd 

Jo8haa ben CbanalV'ab, llbo vu b1gb1J rapected b7 the •cbolara ot the 

acadaT, eeeillld to be too harsh to tbe alllbere ot the covt.. Th97 ia­

peacW Clw•H•l and reaoffd b1a troa the presideDCJ ot the Sanbedrin.13 

Uter GneHel vu deposed troa the presidenc7 ot t.bl Sanbedr1D, 

tne 7ouqi Al.Naar ben uariah vu appointed t.o the office. Ilia t.erll ot 

ottice vu ot abort dm'at.icm. When il...Uel ~ t.o Babbi Joamaa. 

tbl Sanbedrin nimtated 0...Uel u ita president and 11.euar bell Aaar1ah 

becaae 114Y Beth-Din," ellll gaff a i.cture on aoe Sabbath ot tN aoath. 

Rabbi Joalma vu tbe loeer becauae pri.or t.o C1nel!el'• raonl 

t'raa the office ot the preaideDCJ, Rabbi Joshua vu the • AT Beth-Din • .Jh 
ht wbla G...Uel. vu reiDHated, tbe7 could not r9IIOft Kl.euar al.together 

.troa an official poet. It H- that Rabbi Joebua moved to Peld.in to 

eetabliab bi.a priYate acbool there, at tb1a tiM-l.S Once 11ben bis clia­

ciplea Yiaited bi.a be uked llbo had given the lecture on the pl'ffiou 

Sabbath and vbetber the lecwr~ bad said aa,thing Dini. TM diaciplAa 

answered that it vu Rabbi El.euar ben .&sariab.16 

Rabbi Joatna& dicl not iaolate himllelt c011pletely' !Na the probl.-, 

tbat coatroated the commtt.,J. We !ind. that be wnt oa a Jliaaioa to BClll9 

in tbe c011p--, o.t Akiba, Rabban .,amaliel and J:a.euar 'beJl Mariah. Tb., 
aet ott tor BaM, to preYent the llboleaale slaqghter ot the Jna. Accord­

ing to a leaelll, Doait.ian bad decided to alaqhter ffe?"fJW 1a the Baun 

a.p1re.17 It u not; tnoa whit.bar th., haft penuaded Dam.Uan to abendoa 

his plan er llbether bis IIIIJ'der pNYented the auaacre. 

Attar the death ot Gmliel, Joshua vu the 1'&ddag scholar, since 
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. &Ueaer ben H,rroanua wu still under a ban. Jc cording to circuaturU&l 

ffidellce Rabbi Joahua aarciaed t.be leadership ot the Pat.riarcb dariaC 

t.be ti.a ot Hadrian. 

The Nbuilding ot t.be 1'8111ple baa ..-ver ceased to be the bope ot a 

cert.ain aep1nt ot Ui• popw.aUon. Ace~ to Graets. Hadrian pro-Seed 

to restore the Teaple tNt bad reneged on bi.I · pram.a•• Wb9II Hadriaa NDlpd 

on his pl'Olliee t.o restore the T~e • tbit people conspired to r-beJ Uoa 

ODH again. A late Jwiab legend. tell.a bov ill tbe d.a.J• ot J'oemaa blD 

0bu&D,rab• t.bat 1• iD t.bit tiae ot tiadrian• t.be pagan gowcwut bad paW 

autborit,J to proceed wit.b tbe Nbuildinc ot the Taple. But, the S...tt.am 

bad ade prot.eat.at.iom IDd comequenti, t.b• aparor bad iaeucl a dNNe 

that the MV baildiig abolu.d not be erected on the lite ot the old Tellpl•• 

Thia actuall.J aoanted to • actual prohibition to nbaild the T-.,le. 

Then the J.,. gathered together iD tbe Yalle7 of Betb-BlllllOD. Bllt Bab1 

J osbua iD order to quiet t.hea, told tb• the star, ot the lion and tbe 

atorlt; nael.J. u the stork ougbt, to be glad to baYe got, ite bead 1IDiDj1INd 

out cl the Jan ot the lion, ao alao ought thl,J to be glad it they wre 

al.lCJNd to liYe in peace under a beat.hen gonraant.18 

Schurer Mintainll that the Nal reuon tor the rebell.ion wu tbe 

plan ot Hadrian to erect a heathen cit.7 on the rll:11111 ot Jeruala. Tbe 

re~ ot 111gDiticent lNildinga and the twnding ot cities wu the work 

to llbi.cb Hadrian deYot.ed t.be enerci•• ot b1a llte.19 

Gruts Miota!Da that the re•on for tbe rebellion vu the retual 

ot Hadri.an to grant pend.aaion to rebaild the Ta.ple. He f\lrt.her aat.D-­

t.&inl that Rabbi. Joabaa vu the chief leader ot the peopl.e iD t.be t.1a ot 

Hadrian, and ap.peare to baYe pertorad the dat1" of tbe Patriarch• tor 



Ouaal.iel had died at t.he coaenc-nt o t dadrian • • reip. 20 

Despite the 1.Dnitabilit)' of molt, vhicb Joabua teared would 

further vemn the people'• etreogth, bt 91J1aged in a continual n.ruggle 

to bring a •ewbJanc• ot peace. But now be at.ood alone becaue Aid.be, b18 

forMr diaciple vu IIDD oHr bJ the 2.ealota. Joahua wu DJ now a Terf 

old aan. At t.be age ot ninet7, he llllde hie laat effort to dianade 

Hadria troa Dia pl.AD t.o llak8 Jeruale111 a b9at.ben cit.J• a.&t. Joebua•, 

ef'forte to JIU8 ~ian give coaaideratioo t.o the NDt.iante ot an out­

raged c.._.•ni1',J •t vitb !"al.lure. 

Jo■tma died soon attervarde. The Jen roae atter Joshua'• dieat.b 

1n l"ffOlt agaimt ~. Tbe tb1Dke•e wre euper■eded by •n ot action. 

Bar Kokba, vho vu entbueiutically supported by £kiba ben Joaeph, Joebua'• 

aoat intluential diaciple, led t.he rebellion against Rome. It la generall7 

beliffed that only Joebua' s influence pre.-nted thia from occurring earlier. 
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CHAP'Ra II 

Joebua tbe Ka 

Rabbi Joebua vu born aoat probablT in Jerual• about tbe ,._. 

JS C. B. He vu a Lnite Ulll •-. in the T-.,le choir. It 1a related to 

ua t.bat iabbi Joebu bm Q:i•u~ua wnt to u•iat a. Joch- bell~ 

ill the tut.Ding of tbe T911»le doors, vheNlllpOn tbe latter •aid to biJU 

•Jf;y ■on, turn back, tor J'OU are one ot t.ha chori■ter•• DOt ODIi ot t.be 

door-keepva. -1 liia aotber ia atvibatecl to ha·.-e been ~ deairou 

of hllri.ag tb• ,oaag Jo.baa becom a cnat. ■cbol.R. Doea kn Hark1lau 

otten t.be intorat.1on tbat .Joahu.a'• aoth_. w1lld take Joebu 1a bu crib 

to tbe SJ'Nlope, ao t.hat bu eU'8 qbt be acc:utoa■d to tbe eouncl ot 

the Torah. 
2 

While thie lligbt be a alipt aagg•r•tion or t.be tact■, 
nnertbelea■ it point• t.o the character or Joemaa' • tailT. '1'beT wn 

probabl.J worthy cit.iHM of Jerualell. 

He becae a diRiple of Rabban Jochuan beD 2.a1r1ra1 llhila be vu a 

JOWII aan. Hia teacher prai,od bill 1n t.be toll~ worde: 11ADrl tbe 

threetold cord (Torah, PietJ, Wi■do■) ■ball not q~cti, be bro1m11.•3 

Babban Jocbwn bea Zekk•i bad tiff •cept.iooal diaciple■a 11. w...-
bea ifJrcmu, • • Joshua bell ChaunJ&h, iabbi JoM tbe pd.eat, SianD bell 

letbuaeeel and Rabbi ~•uar oen .-ach. When he NCOWltecl their qa,e11u .. , 

be Mid ot Joebu.a 1-1 '4.._a, "Happ1 ie ah• that bare hill. -4 labb1 

Joelnaa MITied tbe claqgbter or a prieetq ta1l.T. She di.eel of an andi■-

cloeed Wm■-. Wben •h• tell iP-. Joebua took it at.oically and. aaid, 
11 Aaroll u not pl.eued that I should cle&Ye to hia ■Nd ancl poa••• a •on­

i.D-1.- liD .,.elt. ~ It ia not kDolm llhetber he nv IIUTiecl aca1Ja. 



What 1a aignificant tor subsequent. biatoJ7 ia the tact that .Joehaa 

eaerged u one of the •ipi.ticant and -,at capable papila of Jochana "8 

Zakkai. He vu end.and with a drJ acbolarl.J buaor and vu con,enant 1n 

Hnral laaguagn. AboY• all Joshua inberit.ed tbe Hlllelite traditional 

lon ot peace troa hie teacher, vbo vu one ot the diacipl.•• ot WUel. 

Joahua vu capable or a COID'ageous act u be deaonatratecl when be carried 

Joohanlm bin :t.ekui out ot beaieged Jcuaai.. to the c-., ot Vaapui•• 

Tb• deat.ruct.ion ot the f911ple cut the Jeviab people into dNp 

lrl,et. BabbaD Silleon· b. Guaaliel aaid, •1.. Joabua teatUied tb.at tl'OII 

the da, the T811pl.e vu deat.ro7ecl, there ia DO~ without a cune, tbe 

CS.V h• not dNcanded tor a bl•••illl, and the fia'IOIII' bu departed troa 

the truita.•6 

While Joshua did awra for the deatruction at the Taple, be op­

posed the aaggaratecl asceticisll with llhich IIUlJ' viabed to shov their 

griet. Tbeae aacetica vi.abed to abstain tl'01l aatiilg wt and dPinld• 

vim becaee the altar on vhicb the7 had eacritied 1n1Nl e and poared 

libatiom ot Vine bad been de1tl'07ed. lie argued vitb thea that it th8J' 

vi.abed to be comiateat tb1rJ ought to abatain troa aatillg tiga or gapu• 

aince no aore tirst-b-uita were offered. Fvt.beraore, tbe7 ought to N­

train troa eatiDB bread and dr1nldng water, aince tbe testiTal ot drar1Dc 

water bad been diacontimed and the showbread u vell u the two lonea 

of the .teut ot tirst.-tnita could DO lo•er be ACrUiced. 7 With nob 

et.fort.• be int.anded to make the grief ot the lose ot the Teaple, whicb 

bad until this tiae been the center of religiaua lite, lees bitter. 'l'b1a 

attitude of Rabbi Joshua ia also indicat.iTe ot his generall.7 aild and 

taper&• nature. When tbe St, •~t• adopt.ed the anera regulation jut 

before tbe deetructi()D ot the T-.,1., Joabua responded "that. on tb.at cSar 



I 

1.0. 

8 
tbeJ onretepped the bowdar,.• ID a d18pute Offl' thia abject witb 

a. ilieMr, ba daclaNd tbat., •!bq haw paved water 1Jlto a w.Nl 

tu.ll ot oil, thu cauaiag the coat.q oil t.o run to vane. •9 

Tba eDICtam. di.cl aoN bani thllD good. Rabbi Joalma ~ 

lldYocatea the 1oldN •• u t.be but~ ot lite. In tbe ti.e1c1 ot 

gelllliDI ham nlat,;toneMp IIDd bualD blppimH ba lldwooatea tbl 10ft Oil 

an u t.bl .....-. • Aid.a •a ffil •79 (erudlillg), tbe ffil 1ncUne­

t..1oD (puaion) and bat.Nd ot om'• tell.a. c:reamra pat, a .. oat. ot t.bil 

vorld • .io 

Ja a peraon, be ... a t.nq bmbw iDdin.dul, bat be did-' 

bear Ult Mrk ot tu.N IIOdNt.7. Iii .. a medle aalml" by VD allll appal'• 

ent.q be aupport.ecl billSelt bJ t.be work ot h1a band.a. Tbla occapat.lae cl14 

not. 1D .,,, clegrN cttmntah the reapect. paid to bill u GIii ot the oaut.md-

1.Dg acbolan ot Yamh. 

The tM> wt lMl'lll8Cl or r-m,:Hel' n pO\elltial opponent.. wre 

ilieur ben H.,rcuaaa ~ Joabaa ben Chaacn7ah. G J iel an baft daaidlid 

eari, 1n hie ottice ot t.be Pat.riarobate, t.o abOlf 1lbo 1a t.be real at.borit, 

1D ~ Beth-Din. Joablla .. bJ aatwe not q11U"Nhoal. But it wa dUtar­

eat vit.b iliew- 1lbc> vu tbe brotbff-in-1.D ot OneJ1411. Qi .. r GOD--
!_iat.tlf Ntued to acc..»t tbe liill•ll~_!iff ot the l.ar ad toallll bia­

•elt oomt.e.nt,q ill oppoait.icm to wt ot t.be aoadeetct.m at. Iomb. He 

wa ut.ter~ ~. Ul.t.1NW1J, u w haft obNrftcl, 0 l1el aoaa-

tbl NOOIII pot.eDtial aovce ot appoait.lon t.o O nJie.l wa Babld. 

Joebu, 1lbo wu tbe •• Betb-Di.D• or fioe PNeidm\ ot tile Sabedna 1111W. 

0 He.l ... depoancl fNa t.be Pna1Alem7. Tbl c:1.-b ., .. m t11e ..,.__ 
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craUo Oaaliel and t.be IIOde1t needleuker, Jo1bu, c- w a bud m 

pointa ot 1.av. lilile later ecbolare reoopi• tbe aiatenoe or tbe coo­

ruct betwe., Gaaal.1.el and Joehaa, t.MT co.. to di.ttering oanciulou 

U011t U.. real caue ot the oontlict.. 

Isaac lllrach Wtla, 1n a hiab17 part.iHn deteDH of 0-•U•l• 

acct&N■ Rabbi Joabu ot actul beva,al ot OweJSel, becaue Jolbu naad 

bis opinion d1tterentl7 in prlTat.e than in pabllc. Wei•• tm-thlr aecue• 

Jo■hlaa ot eov1ng the ....Se ot the qurnl llbicb lad to tbe 8ftntual 

rnoYal ot OeNliel troa t.be Preei.denq.11 

Oaaliel • • b.Ulation ot Rabbi Joebaa ii eacrlbed b7 Wtl■s w 

Oualiel'• t.lporU7 lapee of I 1771 

-,,,,,,.1 forgot. that. Joahu vu ■UU 
et.anding because be was ■o ellbit.teNd 111d de- 12 
jected. 'fbat 1■ lfkJT Jo-ebu.a vu left standing.• 

But thill could not be a -nlld uplanatian becaue the mole ooart felt. 

that. O■IIPliel had dcme a great. in.jut.ice. 81e1dea e dynala and Tigol"OU 

leader u o..al.1el ls not cruabed eo eaail7 b7 di1111ent. Weiss accuee 

the Beth-Din ot an 1.rntional act. in Uleir fta>Tal ot GeNJ S.el. lie teela 

that tbe Beth-Din ruond Oaaa.Uel in th• tint nub ot -.r.13 

'?be orig1nal aom-cH indicate that a real contllct exiated bet.wen 

Oauliel and Rabbi Jo1hua. It 1■ It/ nggestion t.bat Oallallel, e nrmc 
and .,.t, capable leader ot the Senbedrin, did not relish the idea ot D7 

sabatantiel opposition to his adlllniltrat.ion, and be certainl.7 could not. 

tolerete a disaent.ing wice an the pan ot the •Ab Be~.• 

illat. we the natve ot t.be ccmfi.ict. bet.wm GIUliel and Babbl 

Joahu? '!be Ta.laud records three wntoua in.cidente llbicb f!Q]•1neted 1a 
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tbl cletbronaent ot G-.Uel. Tbe tint concerned the dat.ug o~ tbl -

mon. Tbu .,.t 1aportaat preroeatiw belaaged to the Sanhedrin, llbo 

pNneeblJ clel.•gated tb1a autboritT to the Pat.riarcb. 

•an one occuioD two witDN••• c- and 
said, ft aaw it in t.be aor'lling in the eatt. and 
in t.be ~ 1D tbl ~. R. Jocbanall ben 
lfv1 thereupon Hid• tbl7 are twe vitneaee■• 
lilen, hOWYer, tbay cw to YffMb• Rabban 
Gamaliel accep~ tbla. On another occuion 
two witnu••• c- and Hid, •we •• it at its 
proper ti.al but OD the night vhi.cb abould hffe 
been MV 1100n it vu not ••en,• - ulll BabbaD 
Gauliel. accept,ed their en.dace. Rabbi DoN 
ben Harldnu aaid they are talae vitne••••• 
'Holl can aen testify that a lfOIUll bu born a 
child men cm t.be nut d.q n ... blr bell1' 
et.ill. noU.?1 

Said iabbi Joamia to hia, •I •" (tbe 
tore• ot) 1aur IIOl'd9.' Tbereupoa G...Uel eem. 
Md.ba to JOllbua t.o .., 'I •--.JoiD 1IPCID yoa to 
appear betore • with your at&tt and JOU!' ao-, 
on tbe a, which ccClll'diDg to 1ou.r reckon1,w 
■hould be tbl u, or 1to ..... at ••• • Rabbi Wba 
INllt to iabb1 Joamaa allli toaad tda 1D great dia­
treaa. He aid to bias I can briDg proot (tna 
ScriptuN) that 11hatner Kabba Oaaliel bu 
done ia Talld1 bec:GN it aap 'Tbltae ft tbe 
appointed HUOD.I ot tbl Lord, Hoq COIIYOC&tioaa, 
vhicb .,. ■ball proclaia 1D their 11ppo111Wd a.euom.' 

Jo■hua then wnt to R. Doea bell Horkillu, 
vbo a&id to hill: 'It w call in •Ht.ion tbl Beth­
.Din of Babbaa llm.U.el, w -t. call in qiaeatioa 
the deciaiom o! ffWJ' Beth-Din llhicb bu uiatecl 
since t.he da1'• ot NoHa up to the preaent. u..• 

Th.en, Rabbi Josnua took bi.a ao-, and b1a 
at.art 111d wat to "&bban Oaaal.1.el on the dq vbicb 
the 0., of At.oneaant tell .:cording to bi.a reckon­
ing •• Rabban O...Uel. roae and ldaNCl hia on bi.a 
be,.&d and .-cl to hia: •Caae in peace, -, teacher 
and -, diac_ipl• - -, teacher in vi.ado■ and ., 
diaciple becaue JOU hoe accepted-, decieion.•14 

Gaaliel acted to uaert bi■ autborit7. To illpreaa hia new upon 

the Wbere rl the Beth-Din be decided t.o aake ., a-.ue or iiabbi Joatnaa. 
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A.a Vice President oft.be Beth .)In, Joshua vu hbuelt qulitied to ti& 

t.be calendar. In tact., 1lheD o ... u.1 wnt to .raceift a varnnt troa t.­

Roaan Goftmor ot s,n., Joahua took hie plage end dec1dl4 in tbe intar­

calat.ion ot a aontn.15 ~. since Dou bell Horkinu diaaented q 

wll troa Oauliel, ~••he not rebulrad u wll? U.re aust be a 

apecd.al reuon-.,. a....J.iel selected Joabua for rebua. '?be answr 11•• 

1n t.be fact that by ail111c1ng Joabaa, who held tbe nen h1 (lbNt rank to 

hie Ollll 1n Iarael, OauU•l ■uat haft amd at sUanctng all oppoal tian. 

1'he Ncond incident concemed blealabed tint,born miMJe. low, 

MDT Jen still paid t.beir tit.bee to priests end effll bended oft!' their 

tlret.-bom aniule llhicb wre due to be eacrlticed on t.be &Ltar. Wbat 

vu to be done with a ebeep or goat that coGld no langw be HcrUiced 

according to the ritual? 'Dae Halabh agreed apon that it. abould be Wt 

to gra• aong U. fiock of a priest, butt.be priest Iii.pt not 11N it 

tor bie ovn PIIJ'PO•e unlesa it bee- bl-■iahed. 1'bl q•etion wu, coa1d 

a prieat be trunecl 1n such a cue? It eald be clearl.J' adftaulllOU tor 

hi■ to Snnict a deliberate ble■illh on t.be an1•a.l and 1ibu acquire lt 

1-diatel.1' tnetead of all.oving it to sra• for~ yean. Joab.u 

rl&W that. it the prieat •• a "cbaftr• bia honor ebould not be q•► 

t.ioned on such occut.ona. Tbe Court o'f'elTUl.ecl hi■ and decided that flV7 

priest at.her a cbanr or an Alt-Ba• Ants 11Ut be under aupician until 

be could proft that the bl.ell1ab we of nat.ural origin. 

Rabbi Zaclok, llbo vu a priest, priTat,ely' ~ided to a.bbl J011baa 

tat a■ong hla fl.ock grasing in tbe ti-1d t.bere aa a tint.-born that Ollt 

it,a lip. 
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•He o.., before Joshua. Ill aaid to b1IU 
Hue .. Mda .,,, difference beWNn a priest. 1lbo 
18 a ~ ad a priest. who ie • ►Be'■ 1sa1 
Babbi '""To'abua replied, Iu. He thereupon WIit to 
G...Uel ucl uked •Han w Mde m-r ditterence 
betvaea a priest who 1a a ohaffr and a priaet 1lbo 
1a an --.Ba 1U'ffa?' GeM1 tel repllecl, DO. Rabbi 
Zaddok saicl to bias Bat Babbi Joebaa told • 
'Yes.' GevJ iel •aicli Wait until the great 
dabaters •atar t.b• Bet.b-ffM1drub. When tbl7 
entered tbe Betb Haidrub tbe questioner_... 
and ullllds Haft w ada aa, dittereace be-.. a 
priest a 1a a obaftr and om 1lbc> i• an Aa-ila • areta? 
Rabbi Joema Npliecl •1o. • Tbel'ftpGD Rabbi 11-,u.i 
N14s W.. not. 1our annv 'I•' reported to• iD 
1our mae? Joesa, 8taDd oa ,our teet and let. ~ 
teat.UJ a&aimt JOU. Rabbi Joebua stood lip OD hie 
ten &Ill ■aid, bow •ball I aot.1 It iD:tHd l wre 
alift •cl hewn dead., t.ba liTiag c• ccat.rlld1at. 
the dead.. But eiDce both be ud I are ali'ft, bow 
can the liYiug cont.nd:ict t.be liYq 1 And Babbaa 
G-.1.iel 11U ■it.ti.al and cliecov.r•ing 11b1i. Babb1 
Joebua atoocl an bia teet, until all the people ~ 
aarecl aDCl Mid to ~spit.b the interpreter, •su.ncel' 
And be vu aileat.• 

The aore cloeelJ oae u-1 nee tbill incident tb• aDN one 1• obllgM 

to coa to the CClllCluion that. Rabbi ZadJlf>lt acted pl"Oft)catbeq. Bad be 

not lmcnm what the ruling ot the Court vu? Besid•, whJ' did he bnre;, 

dabbi Joahua'• confidence? It ia •i&niticant to note t.bat Rabbi Joebu 

had an indepeadeat Tiev al tbCNgb be could mt eatorce 1 t ■inc• he bad no 

power to do so. JtellDllhile tbe oonf'lict wa dffeloping iDt.o a ariaia tor 

t.be Pruidenc7 of Gaal.tel, becauae he bad anagoni.Hd too IIUJ' __,.ra 

or the Sanhedrin bT hie higb-h•aded t.rea-Gt ot t.blt bigblJ Nte ~ 

Joehua. A further incident. brought t.be criaia to a heed. 

It vu dari.111 the tiM ot Gualiel that the ~-&.Nb wre 

edited and their repetition t.bree tiale a da7 -=- 11Udato17. Babbi 

Joebaa vu ooacermd about U. dittic\alt, tbia 1'Quld. otter the J.ars• 



1.s. 

wees or uaedllc.tfd people, and the t.ial it voald ~. He cG111pOaecl an 

llbbn•i&tecl wnion ot tba Sbeaoaeb Em-eh, mich 1a recorded in the 

Talaad. 

-Oin u Ulldffa+.andtna, o Goel, to tw 
'1h,-,. and circacia• oar beart to tear TbNJ 
fot'lift ue ao tbat w wq be redeaalciJ ~ 
oar n.tt~• Uld fatten u in tba puture■ of 
Th7 lUldJ gather our diaperaiom trca the tour 
COl'D81'8 of the earth am 1-t tboee who Jlldp 
erroneouaq Judge accordiDg TbJ' llOrdJ lUt 11p 
'l'h7 bad agaimt tbl Iii.cad ad let the J•t 
rejoice iD the bn1Jdtng ot 'ftiJ' cit7, the reatan­
tion ot ?bJ Teaple, tbe 8pl'OQting ot the bana ot 
'ftiJ' av.ant Dartd, ad the aetting ot a light 
tor tbe ■on o.t Jesse, TbJ HaeaiahJ tor TbOD 
an.nereat before Thau art. called upon. Bl.eaecl 
art Thola, o Lord wbo bevkeDl■t. t.o pn,er.• 

But it VU Joebu t 8 datiDite nAMI GD the Jluriy pr-,.r ~ 

l»raaght OD tbe third and timl. club betwen Oaaaliel and Joabu. Deapite 

Joebaa'• oppoeit.ion tbe Muri• prapr bad been ..... obliptOrJ bJ' the 

Beth DiD. Joahu bell.end that the recital of the Muri• prqer ebD1Wl 

be ftl111ltary. The queet.iGD 11M e\ill Mbat,d bT Ab-.,e and Baba 1D the 

Tel.ad a centur, and a ball 1.a ... 

"lfitb ngvd to the ewning pra,er Habba 
o,-11e1. • .,. it ia OOlllpUUOl'J, llhereu ll. Joahua 
aa,■ it 1a optional. Abqeb aa,e the bal•k• 1■ 
u ■tat.eel bT the one llbo aa,a it is coapulaOl'f• 
Raba a-,. the balakab foll.OIi■ the one lltlo a-,. it 
i■ optional. 

It ia related tbat. a o.nain di1ciple caae 
before a. Joemia and uked hilq la the nen:1.ng 
pr••r ccapal.8017 ot optional? He replied• It i■ 
opti011al. de then preaented billNlt betorw Buba 
O...Uel aad asked him Ia the fflllling prlf'V 
cOllpllla017 or optional? tie replied it 1• cOllplllao17. 
But, be Niel, did not Jiabbi Joah11a tell• that. it 
ia option&l? he ■at.ch iiait until tbe •B&ale TreaiD• 
{the anorecl GDN • am.cl 111th acbol.anbip) caae to 
tba Bet.b Heatdruh. When theJ c_. iD, 90PI 11119 :roae 
and uud: Ia th• eftDi.Dg pn,w ~la-, er 
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opUonaU Rabbi Gml.iel ■aid• 1 t i8 cmpul.eOrJ'. 
'hnd.1111 t.o tba •••• Babban Oeel1atl Niels 1a 
there u,rone vbo dispute• tbi■1 Babbi Joamaa 
repli•d• liol 0-.Uel ■aid to biaa Did t.be7 not. 
report JOll to• a■ aq1Jtc t.bat it i■ optianal? 
lie t.be wnt ems Joabua at.and up aad let tba 
teatUJ aca:Lmt 7oul Rabbi Joeb1&& stood up ad 
a&id• WN l al.iff and be dead the linng coald 
contradict t.be dNd. Bllt now that be 1■ alift 
and I - ali•• bOlr CID tbe lirlng ccmtrad1ct the 
liriJlc? RabHD n,wUel I e1aed. aitt.inc end 
apcnuidad• vhUe Babbi Joshua NPNined lt.lnd1DC• 
unUl. all the people tben blgan to ehoat ud ..,­
to liiat1p~tb tbe iDt.erpNterJ stopl Allli be stopped. 
TbeD the)' ■aid• bOlr 10111 1a b~ go OD 1mlaltiac 
bi.II? Coa• let ua CMpON bi.al 

TbeD mi t.bere tbe7 eppoi.Dted tbe JOUDC ileuar ND Aaarlala to 

the ottice ot PN■ideDt. J011baa _. puHCl Oftl" becauN be vu diNct.q 

im'olftd in tae detbrowat. ot flee) 1el. Jk1ba NII JOHpb. t.be wt 

110rt.b7 ft•Ddid•t... vu poor and lacad Doble Dinh. Nini dNceDdecl traa 

& pl'09.i,te. 

OD "That n.,• .. the apeciti.c cu, ie N!erred to in the Talaad. 

reetrictiona WN raoffd that berred tbe acaa., to ecbolare 11ho wre 

not de-cl to ••t tbe atand&rd eet by Gualiel. Gaaaliel felt that tJ-, 
19 ware llllllOl't.by diecipl.ee. On that day also the7 paaeed Rabbi Joehu'• 

ruling 11bich abolisbed racial reat.rictiom againet the dNceadan\e of 

Aaon and Moab. 

Rabbi Joahua vaa not a un to bold a grudge. When Buban C.■eUel 

o- to Paid.in to oftar bu apologies to Rabbi Joahua• be noticed vbat a 

111.Hrable houH eened u a ho• tor Joshua. It vu a ■oot-blackenecl 

boftl. Rabbu r-emeli•l. aaid to Joabua 

"Froa t.b• Rll.e of your hou• it ia 
epparent that JOU are a aaitb. He replied& 
alu tor tbe gaaraUon ot vbicb JOU u-. tb• 
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leader Ne1ng that 70u lmov notbi11g of the 
voubles of the •cbolara, their •t.ruggle• to 
support and natain tbeaelns! Be said to 
hill: I apologise, 1'orgin •• He paid no 
attention to bi.a. •Do it,' be said, 'oat of 
reapect for 1926atber. He then becaM rtteon­
ciled to hill.' 

Babb1 Joatma vu not a bandaoae un, but he vu in addition to b18 

great 1cbolarship the poaaeaaor of a keen vit. It ie related thats 

•0nce the aiperor•• daughter Aid to 
11. Joabua: ::iuch coaei, viacka in an ugq 
ftHell He replied, 'Learn tl'oll yaar fat.her'• 
pal.Ke. In what ie the vine stored? •In 
eartban jars,' ahe mnerecl. 'But all people 
store vine in earthen fteeele, ud thou too 
likllliriael TbOll sbouldat keep 1 t 1D jars ot 
gold and ail•er1 ~ she wnt axl bad the vi.De 
repuced in -neHla ot gold md ail.TV, ad it 
turmd •our• 'lm&8 aaid be to ber, the Torah ie 
liJcwiHI dut are there not bllndaoae people 
who are learned too? ''Were taer ug~ tbeJ wuld 
be .,. .. IION learned,' be retorwd •• 

Enn Ciuaaliel did not escape bi.a eb8p wit.. According to the 

.Meld.lta, when Rabbi Oual.iel iDrlted all the great scholar.a ot lerMl to 

a teut at hi.a hoM, be, GaMliel aened tbea. (Aa 1a the cuetoa or tbe 

5-:1.t.ic people, the boet MffN bia pNta.) When tbs acbolan eav tha, 

they said, "We are not. ~ that he should aene u■." Rabbi Joatma 

said, •Let bill aern, tor ve find that a greater au than 0...:1.iel 

aened •n•" Thq •ked, "Who vu it:l• He ..... rec1, "Abraball.•22 

In a rare atooicigrapb:ical raark Uabbi Joshua adait.a that ftrJ 

fw people c- out tba better in an m-g\lllllllt vi to b1a.. Actull.J be ad­

llite onlJ t.bree ncb inaidellta. 

"Rabbi Joabua ben ChanulJah reaaracb 
'Mo OM hu ffer bad t.be bet.'91' or • acept a 

VOIIAD, • little DOJ anri a lltt.le girl. What .. 
the incident vi th the vcaan? I -■ once atq1Jlil 
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at an inn where the boatn• Hited • 111.tb beam. 
On the ti.rat. clq l ate allot thea lem.ng not.bing. 
On the HCOnd day too I left not.bq. On the third 
daJ abe OYeneuomd tbea v.ltb aa1t, and u 800D u 
I t.utecl ~ I withdrew-, band.' 'Jtr ..tar,• 
abe Aid to •• 'vbJ do JOU not. eat? ' 'I ban 
alrNdy eaten, ' I replied, 'earlier in the dq. • 

'You aboald then,' ahe •&id to•• 1baTe vitbdran 
7our band troa the bnad.' 

What vu the incident with the little girl? 
I vu CDCe on a JOUl'DltJ' and obNffiag a path acroea 
a field, I •de a, wa, through it, 1111• a little 
girl called Ollt to •• 'Huterl Ia not t.bia part 
ot tba field?• 'llo, 1 l replied, 't.b.18 18 a t.rodd9D 
path.• 'Robbers 11.a JOID"Hlt,' ebe retol"tecl, 'haft 
trodden it dolln. ' 

llhat vu the incident with t.be little boJ"'l 
l vu once OD a .10Ul'D87 vbeD I notio-4 & Utt.la bo7 
•1 tting at a Cl'OH-road. 'By lllhat road,' I uad 
b1a, 'do w go to the tom?' 'Thia one,• he replied, 
118 abort. wt 10111 and t.bat one 18 lone bat abort.• 
I procffdacl aloag the abort wt long road. When I 
approached the t011D, I diaoowred tbat it wu hedged 
in by gardena and orcbarda. 'l'llmillc baek, I aaid to 
hia, , .. eon, did 7ou not tell M that tbia road vu 
short?' And be nplied, 1Did I not also Wll -rou: 
but lODC?' I ldaaed hill upon hi.a head and aaid to 
bia 'liappT an 7011, o

2
rrul, all of 700 an vt.e, 

both JOQDC and ald. 1 • 

lhmeroua anecdotes an related of Rabl>i Joshua llhicb deal with bi.a 

defenH of Judaiea. When be vu in 'Solle on GDe ot bi.a joumqs he 18 

reported to ban been •keel: 

•u 1wr God baa no desiN for idolat.l'J, 
vby doee be not abolish it? He Nplied, •It it 
vu aoaething UDDeCHSU'J to the 110rld that vu 
worshipped He would aboliab it; wt people worship 
the aun, IIOOD, et.an and planet.a, should lie deet.ro7 
Hi.a uninl'ft OD accOQDt of foolal' Tbe7 aa1cl if 
ao, He 1how.d deatro7 what ia uamc ... UT tor tM 
world &Del leaft what is necesaar, tor tbe worldl' 
He replied (it Be did that.) tie would •rel.J be 
streDgthening the banda ot the wrabippera ot ~ .... 
beca:u41 tbeJ would 81,(1 1be SUN that tbeae &re 
deities, tor behold the, hae not been llbol18becl.• ■24 
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1'be pagan Ham IK>l'ld vu acc:uatolltd to riaible Goda, and tb97 

wn irad at not •us abl• to ... tbe God or tH .Jwa. Jfadr1ua 1a re­

port.eel t.o baT• ulatd &abbi Joshua •1 wiab t.o H• 7oar Gocu• .Joamaa re­

plHcl: •tou eannot. ... bill.• •aat I RDt. to •• Hial • J•baa •aid that. 

be cannot. •The n.n ia •req om ot the epir1ta that. eene the Hoi, 

One, blea•ed be lie. It 7011 cannot look at hia, how lalcb leH wald 1'0ll 

be able to look upon bia .Maater."2S 

i.wn bi.a uege•ia tbron light on the deepq hmaan ud poe1u .. 

nature ot .li.abbi Joabua. Bl.user ben HJrcanue vu bi.a lifelong oppOMDt, 

1D debatea. C- w nt.iac on tbe ftrae: 

•i.et the king and Haan COM UDto the 
banquet.• U•tber• Vda.) 0v iabbi■ tacht.1 
wbat. vu ~tber•a rauoa tor iJlrit.iDg iilwan? 
ri. liil.ieur aaid, 1Sbe ••t. a trap tor bia, u 
it ..,., 'l.et. their wble before tbell beco• 
a sure.• (Pa. Llll:23.) 

li. .Joabu.a Nida She learnt. to do so 
fraa her father'• bou■-, u 1t aa,a, •It thine 
• .., • bunc17 M" hill bread to ••t. etc. 
(ProT • UV & 21. ) 

s1,a;11 arl7 • Rabbi Joshua di!tered abarpl.7 vi th R. Qiner 1n regard 

to the question, whether the nations or the vorld b&Ye a abare 1n the 

llOl'ld to ccae. Rabbi Joabua incl inea t,o be incl.usin and uniftnal 

vbereu Rabbi .1!.J.iezer is exclusive and particulari.atic. ID spite ot the 

liteloag antagoniaa betwen R. Joshua and R. ia1eser, in utters ot 

Huaka, a. Joshua naited Elieser in the c~, or Sas•• and aormU'ld 

tbe ban, atter the death ot t.liezer. 'l'1 

Rabbi Joabua had a reaaruble group at ci1aciplea. The earlieat. 

am 111>at illport.ant disciple vaa Akiba bea Joaeph, who bee- a collaape 

of Joshua u he gm and aatured 1n atudT. Joshua ordainlcl Mdba u a 

Rabbi. 
28 
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Ben Aasai, vho vu another ot Joa!ma'• diaciple•, bad a faTOrite 

aa,iag, whicb renecta the etJlical teachings ot Jouu • 

"l>Npia• DO MD 1111d comider DOtbing 
illpoaaibles tor noun lifte llbo bu not hie 
boar, and DO tbiDg aiat.8 t.h&t. bu Dot it.a 
place.•29 

Rabbi Joebua-■ a great teacher ot bu generat.iOD, a IOOd CGUt­

•ellor met a de.tender ot .Juciaia troa all attacu. Tonrd t.he eDd oL b1e 

dqa, peace vu threatened oac• 1ga1D and tbe de-en• tbl"eatened to da­

•troJ Judaiu. ·rbe Tallmd ncoraa Joebaa'e ti.Dal adnc• to bia di.aciplNi 

•When tbe aoul of k.abbi Joabua bell 
Chanan,Jah wu abollt to go to i ta reat, tbl 
ltabbia eaid to biJU vbat. v1ll becoa o.t u 
at the hand.a of the Wlbelieftr8? lie anewred 
t.beai 'COWU1el 1a periebed tro■ the cblldreD, 
their viado■ ia nniabed.' (Jer. XLUi7.) 

It good cOUDHl bu periabed troa the children, the vi.ado■ ot tbe 

people• of the wrld 1a 't'aniabed u veu.30 

He bad an iJluicit taitb that it t.bt J..,_ "'" not via• .,...ch to 

retraia tro■ rebellion acainet ao.., neither wre \be Rcaane wiae enoagb 

to dHtroJ Judaia■• 

While Rabbi. Joatata did not poaaeH the powr of Oaul.iel nor the 

caiptinting ialge ot an Akiba, be illpn••• ue u he did hi.a coaMllpC)r­

ariH, u a 11111 ot good couneel, who exerted a vholeeoaa iJltluenae OD b1e 

colleagues. Ha 18 tbe oonat.ant seeker ot peace. He vu a MD ot great. 

't'ieion and deep insight. rl1.8 cCDCern wu a cancern tor the wlfare ot 

the O· 1D1\7 ADd the NCUl'9 euniTal o-t an enlightened Jud&i-. 
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CH&Pl'lll W 

!be Halm ot Babbi Joabaa 

Rabbi Joabu&, a MD ot diYerae iatereat.a, vu priaarilJ' a ecbol• 

ot tbe law. whU. bi8 acti-ntiea include the ettorta of pacUicati.oD ot 

tbe cca111Dit7 and t.be comtaai aearcb for the cODtimUICe of tbe wllare 

or t.he people, bl vu at tJw •- ti.a u important MD in t.be roiaala­

tion ot rabbinic legialation during tbe latter half or the tint. cent.1117 

c.i ., and the tint decade or t.be second centurJ c • .:. 

£a it vu diacuaNd in tbe prartou chapter, Babbi Jor'ma vu a 

at.rong adYocate ot the principle ot aocteraticm in aapecta of d&il.7 llYiDg. 

Hie philoaopbical approach 19 that o-t a cOUDNUor, eurciaiJl8 a aoderat- ~ 

ing influence upon the beat.eel ienes ot hi■ turbaleat age. While he 11U 

co1111cioua ot tbe t.eacbiaga ot tbe put, he mu.bit.eel a tendency toward 

adaptation to MW oircwtaac•. TbeNtore be ... a aoat uaetul II IMl" 

ot t.be 'l'anna,1■ ot the second gemratJ.on, wtu•e pri.■ary tult vu to adapt 

Jwta1• to the radically .., ■ocial anc1 political ciJ'cuutlmcee, and con­

solidate tbe foundation ot rabb1aic Judaiaa. 

'lvo buic ,teactencie■ are diacernable in tbl baJ aka ot aabbi Joshua. 

Fi.rat, be is prapatic. Second, 1n ••t cues he tend.a toward a lniat. 

position with certain exceptions. The■- acept.ione are in cues of 1-

concerniag woaen, and in 91>9cit1c law concerning sexual. behrnor. W. 

aball, then, uirn to the aamination of t.be 11cnificant. upecte ot the 

halaka ot Rabbi Joshua. 

Rabbi Joabua ia mom tor nuaarou■ general. principles. ()Jae ot t.ba 
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buic general. principle•, vb1ch undffq Id.a pbilo•ap• ot the la, ia 

stated ill Baba Batbra1 

•Do DOt ~ OD the people 110re obl.ig .. 
tion11 tban tbe MjoritJ 1• capable ot belll"i.Dg. • 1 

'1'hua in Mttera ot halaka be ... comciaQa ot the pa1a and hlll"d8bip that 

the cmaon au -..t endure aal be did. ~ ant to ... b1a burden aDN• 

sin. As a •tter ot tact, iabbi Joetma wanted to redace tb• 1ffl9DlfflU' 

possible. His opim.on ~ tbe rabbiDio lall cone~~, tor esaplA, 

vu that tbeJ wre not solidly bued but 'n,ug in tbe air, • and that 

•tbe 1- on~, i'eut.a md DNecrat.ioo 
ot tio1J T'ru.aga, bue little Scriptural atborit7; 
IUDT balaku are llla mun~ banging oa ba1n 
vi tb DOtbiDi to npport tbla. • 

To tbe balakaa vbicb bad no acriptural. a11pport be applied tbe riddle ot 

the first pair ot tonp a 

"One pair ot toaga vu ade vith tbe 
help ot uot.ber pair ot tonp, bUt h01r did the 
first pair ot toap coae about?•l 

A.a a diacipl.e ot tbe H:UJaUte vadit.ioa he -t hoe cauidered the 

Torah to be the oncinal pair of -t.0111•• Ia tbia ....... he tried to 

l1a1t the extent of rabbiDic legialation to enactaante that can be 

traaed back t.o ecript.ure. Rabbi Joabua aerted t.be ckatuot innuenae 

in necat.1- tbe role ar lliracle• in tta tot91llat1on ot Hal.au T In tbia 

•tter be vu npported bJ Oaaliel the Patriarch. While po1t.-bibllcal. 

lliracle in the f'orm or the Bat Kol plqed a role in the balaka ot Hillel, 

AOW, during th• tiae of "'ebbi Joebua it vu negated beoaue ot tbe rol.e 

that lliracle played iD nucent CbristianitJ.4 



• 
In hi.a diacuaaion ot tbe role ot airacle iD T&lmdic Jwt•i•• 

Oat.t.aum rwed the quat.ioa "Wb7 wu tbea t.be ltat '-»1. cliangard..:l 1a 

\be cue ot Babbi ~ner ••nu.a the Saga? 

•The aplOJMDt ot lliraclea, ao1111 
tba tbe .Bat lol, become aore •~trt, it w 
reel.is• that tbi• ... done b7' • persanaliv 
11bo appeared to be triendl.J t.ovard Cbriatianit)" 
ad it• leadare, u vu R. ilie..-. The n■p1• 
cion aca1mt ilia vu eo •tr'OIII that tbe Boeem 
in tbe courae ot their pe~cution ot the 
Christiane arrest.cl bill. "5 

The rabbi.a telt eo 1trongq about thia aatt.er that~ 

aabbi ilieHr vu ucc.unicatecl, am he reaa1ned under the ba tor th• 

~-..1.1.untler ~ bi.a lite. In thia •tt.er and in wrow, othera Rabbi 

Joshua vu ill oppoaitioa to R. WeHr. 

It vu ckri.JW the preaidency ot Gualiel t.hat. the tiud 'Tetillah,' 

vu introduced bJ llual.iel. 

•eabbu OevUel • .,., 'ffer7 dq a au 
should sa:r the eighteen benedict101M1.' R. Jo1baa 
.,,. J 1 811 &bbreri.ated eiabte&i}• t .a. Aida& ..,., 
'Ii be lmon it nuentl.7 "be • .,. t!l• original 
•~bt.ffn, am it not 811 abbrffiated •1.cbte•• • 
ll. Weser • .,. •1t a aan -.ua hie prQWrs tizecl 
it is not a gemdN auppllcaUon.• Rabbi Joana 
..,., •It om ia traftJU,_ ill a daQgeroua plac•• 
be a-,■ a ■hart pr-,.r, •a,~, •Spe, o Lord, 
Tb7 people t.be ffJIDUt or Israel; In ffef"J ta 
or crisia ru:, t.beir requireants not be lost ■ia!r\ 
ot ~ Thee. Bl:gaed art Thou, O Lord, 11bo b8U!UD­
ut. to prqer. • 

PrCIII the quotaUon abon • pt a definite GMpl.e or the pr.-­

tiaa ot Rabbi Joabua ill Mtt.era ot balaka. First in Ngard to t.be recital 

ot t.be Tetila"-nl"7 d.aJ, iabbi Joshua in oppo■i tion to Gem) 1•1 often u 

abbrffiated wrsion. Tb11 retlecta hi■ belief that the cm.m an ahoald 

not be burdened at. least in~ or t.:1ae v1t.b a le1111tb,J pn,v. U. bar 
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the lite ot the c~ aan aiDce be hiueU earned a ll'fflihood by tbe 

vorlc ot bis hanm. Tberetore, he urges the adoption of a brief pr.,_. 

Second, vi tb respect. to the tl'D"eler who !inda hJ.Nelt in c1anpr. 

OWi territory, here too dabbi Joshua adYieea the adoption oft.be abbn­

'fi&ted •ersion or the Tetila. It ia pnct.ical tor reuona ~ pereoml 

aafet7 not to tarr, too long in ncb a place. Perhaps these t vo poiata 

add some illuain&t.ion on the l.if'e ot liabbi Joahua. iie aNU to know 

the lite ot tbe people, and does not gi•e an inpresaion ot hiueU • 

beillg abut ~r troa the uiD at.net ot lite in h18 cur,. 

S;i•Uerl,r, in regard to the law or recit~ the •sbeaa~ aabbi 

Joabua takes the lenient poaition in contradiatinct.ion to Rabbi l.il.user. 

In thia cue w find the .following exchaage between dabbi .Joabaa and 

Rabbi .c.J.iezeri 

"Froa what t1ae-, one recite tbe 
Sb- in the ilOrni~? Froa the tiae that one 
can diati~b betwma blue and white. Rabbi 
Weser •a,•: 'NtiWtm blue and greaa, and bu 
time to ti.Diab until aunriae.' Rabbi Joshua 
s-,w: 'Until tbe third bour ot the dq, tor 
such 1a the cuatoa of kings, to rise at the 
third hour. It one recites the Sh ... later he 
loaea npthiqt, being likll one who read.a the 
Torati."7 

Consistently' in aattera that appl.7 to the n01111Poit7 aa a vbole, 

Rabbi Joshua exhibits a aenee ot cOACern. 

The celebration or ~ teati•al u a t1ae ot vorabip and enJoy-

11ent, according to the tradition of Juclai8a. It is not an occuion MN• 

17 tor ael.t-i.1Jdu1'ence. Rabbi Joshua a&hocatea the rule ot the golden 

•an in regard to the celebration or the teat.i•aJ.a. iiitb regard to the 

festi"fal.8 he aa,a: 



~ncie 15, balt tor tbe l.ord, halt ot it 
tor 7ouraelves.• 

Deepl.J rooted in the greater realities of hi.a ti.a, iabbi Joshua 

is keenly aware that a eociet7 aist be engaged 1n comtructin vork it 

it is to conduct its social life in 1111 organised aumer. He vu avare 

that not eYeryom can dnote as 1a1ch tiae to the atuctT of the lair u tba 

scbolare. He tmw that wt people are engaged in the •ndeM t.ulm ot 

eYerJdaf lite, which leaws little t.iJle tor the purnit ot the •tu~ ot 

the lmr. Therefore, be places a great Ya.lue on the pertOl'llaDCe of wort 

1n order to ean a li'rlng. lie aaid.2 

•LeU'D OM balaka in the aDrni.Qg and OM 
1Jl the eftniQg, t.he rut of tbe dq OD1 abould 
be occupied earm.nc a 11 nJ1i. It one doe• this, 
it 1a cgnsi.derecl • if he had studied the ent.ire 
'fora.•>' 

Thia ill clearll' an at.t.eapt to endpne the •al• or bOMSt. work 

and to raiae tba prestige of tbl c~ an ot the people. Furtberaore, 

be tried to 1Dculcate a pracUcal and teallatic •"it.Ullie to the circaa­

stences at. a U. llben Yiaiomriea Mde coaverta to t.beir caee a0111 the 

people. To thOH vbo preacbed that tbe t.roabl•• or the dq ..... the 

'Puga ot the HeHiah 1 and that the end ot the world•• 1w1ne11t, be 

aai.d: 

•1 receiYed a tradition fro. Rabbi Iob•vn 
ben Zakkai llho receiYN it troll h1a teacher, and 
hill teacher traa hia teacher, u an balaka giY• 
to Moeee on Sinei, that EliJah vill. not coae to 
declare unclean or clean or reaoYe troa atar or 
to bring near, but onlT to Nll!We atar tho•• 
tuiliu that vere brought aear bJ doluce and 
to bring ygar t.boee that wre rellDYed atar bJ 
n.ol•nce. 



Raobi Joahua, liring at, a tille when Cbriat.ianity vu rising and iu 
leaden wre waging a succ .. ■tul effort to gain connru, vu 1IOt oppo■ed 

to proee).Ji-ea t.o Juclaia. In tact, be wu lenient in bia dwlnd■ ~ a 

pro■ei,te. 

It is recordeci that when OevJ :tel wu dilpo■ech 

•ee t.bat. da¥ Judah an -.mite pro■el,rt,e 
c- before t.ba in t.bl Bet.b Ba'Midraah. He 
■aid to tbeau 'Ala I perait.t.ed t.o enter t.h.e 
uelllblJ'? (tor aurl.age.) iabbi Joeb11& aa14 
to h.uu •You are pel'llit.t-ecl to cter the comgre­
gat.1on.• Saici ~811 P•■•liel to bilU 'la it 
not alread;r laid dCND, ~ Aa.DDit.e or a Hoabit.e 
•ball not enter into the uaeuly ot t.he l.ord?' 
(uwt. UIII,4.) R. Joabua repl.ied to twu 'Do 
Alac,n am Moab •till reside in t.beir original 
boMa? Senacherib ~ ot Aas,ria loag ago wot 
up and JliDcl all the natiom u it ••• 'I ban 
NJIOYed the bowada or tbe peoplea and ban robbed 
their t.reuurea and haft brought don u aa. 
llighty their inhabitants. {Iaa. Xsl).) And what­
ever stra,a troll a groupie usuaed to belong to 
the larger aection ot the group. Said Rabbe 
Gualiel to hia: 'But bu it not been laid, But 
attenrard I vill bring back the captivitJ or the 
children or .-on, saith the Lord' (Jv. 1Lll16), 
ao that t.blJ hate- al.read, returned? To which 
Rabbi Joshua replied: 'And bu it not been eaid, 
.And I will tum tbe captivitJ or My people Iarael. • 
(Aaoa llsl.4. ) and tbeJ have not :,et returned? 
Forth~ the;, pel'llit.ted bia to enter the cong"9 
gation. 

There are several point.s ot significance in this puaage. Fi.rat, 

it d811onat.ratH the agilit.J ot the aim of "&bbi Joahua. S.Coacl, bi.a 

scholarship was so videl.J accepted by ha colleaaue• that tb•J wt..ecl 

vitb h1a aga:i.D8t the r01W1r president of the acad9a¥, vb■n bot.b were an 

equal lnela of p011'81'. It further de11>nst.ratea Joshua's un of •cri.pture 

in npport of bal.&ka. AbOYe all• it illtonu us of Rabbi Joshua's leaienc, 

with respect to proeelytes. 



Z'I. 

Babbi Joahlla bad a debate vitb Rabbi ~eser u ..U 1n ncud to 

proaeJ.Tt,e■• .Altbaagb the baleka ia not decided accordillg to tbe Ti9lr ot 

Rabbi Joebua., it turtber 11Jmdv+.s tbe at;t1tude o.t Babbi Joebu toward 

pro~. 

•av Rabbi.a taghts If a prosei,te -■ 
circuaci■ed but bad. not perforaec:l the prNcribed 
ritual abl11tion, Babbi El.user ■aid, 'Debold be 
i■ a proper pl"O■ eqte; tor eo • find that oar 
foretat.hen wre circallciaed and had not pertonaed 
th• ablution.' lt be had pertoraed the prescribed 
ritual ablution but had not been circuac1Hcl, 
Rabbi Joabua said, 'Debold be is a proper proeei,teJ 
tor ■o we find that tbe mtbere had. pertorad ritual 
ablution bat bad not been circuacieed • .U 

While Rabbi J oahua bu a tendacJ tor lenienc, 1n the b•l■ka, ill 

the 1- 1'91arding vcaen be takes the strict pod tion. We do kDov that 

be vu aarrad tor a brief tille and that he lmt b1a vite and there ia no 

record ot bis hanng aarried ag&in. To •AT that be vu nbjectift 1n 

aatt.era ot law ccncerni.Dg 1101111n, because hi -■ pbJ■ical.q ugq 1IUllld be 

•rel.7 a coQject'IIN. Oemrau,, he i■ atric;t. 1n aat.tera that inTolft 

woaen. Hi.a taaous dictwa 1a recorded in the 'l'alllud t.bat "There 1a no 

guardian againat UDCbuUt,. 1113 

No one ia iaune troa the pouibllit.J of baYiJW tarbidda inter­

co1u•11e vi tb one forbidden to her and .., tbua ban beccat untit far 

prieat.l,r aarriage. There 1a a buic lliat.ruat ot the hUMD capacit7 to 

control the auual pusion. Thia aight be the better part or wi■clca and 

Rabbi Joahua•s attitude llight renect t.bi■ tJpe ot viadca. Far --.,le, 

1n the cue at a vcaan vbo; 
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•u •be • .,.., I I ... 1Djurecl bT • piec. of 
wood,' ud be (t.he meband) • .,.. 'lfo. Tbaa but 
bad interc:OVN vitb a MD' - iabl>an a.aliel and 
iabbi iaieHr • .,. , Sbe 18 belined and Babbi 
Joehua • .,.., 'ife do not liw bJ her aouth (w do 
not gob., her et.ateatnt) bllt abe 1a 1a the pre-
91111ptiG11 ot baTing bad intel'COIU'• with a_..-, 
UDtil ebe bri.Dga proot at her et.ataeat.. •lk 

Clearq, th• woaan 18 ■peaking in Nlt-detenae tor t.be tutuN ot 

her aarriage clependa upon th• deciaion ot the court.. Bat Rabbi Joebaa 

iapliea that ve need vitaea■•• in a legal •tter and be woal.d not NJ.T 

on nbject.iw teatUIOIIJI. But on t.be other band Gualiel 1a alao con. 

earned Vi.th the lalf IDd bl .. t haft been coacermd with \be n••onela.1 e­

MH ot the law, ,et - find that One1iel, taptber vitb iebbi au. .... 
Wk•• t.be leDint poeitioa. 

Rabbi Jollbua 1a nan atrict 1D cuu llhere a wit.ma• i■ ffailable 

to teatit7. Concerning tbe VOMD vboH maband died and a wit.Ma• c­

am repc,11,ed hi■ death, a. 0ua1.1e1 ruled that the 111011U ...., r11-P11~,. 

Bat. i.abbi Weser tDd dabbi Jo■hua l"llled thati 

•A woaan aq not be .Uowc:t t,o UIT)' again 
on the eridence at ODt vitne■a.-15 

Thi■ decieion 1a ver, at.net llbeD we conaider the nataN ot tbe 

ti.JIies. There vu continual social uphe&'f'al durq tbia period, ■..U.­

insurrect1ona wre trequenU., toll.Olfed bT rebellion act blood.abed. There 

••t baff been naarroua CMU where • VOMD loet her bubaDd 1a battle 

and vitntaaea WIIN ecarce to testif)' to the death ot the bubaad. ._ 

here, under such circuMt,ucu, Rabbi Joahua seaa to ineiat GD tbe t..uU­

.,.,, of two vitn ... ••. He ai&bt. haft thought that it ie rather •UJ to 

procure a vitnen, wt to obt.&1.D two, i■ a dUferent •tter. To obt.a:la 
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Inc .... inwol-n.ng lnirate Jllll'l'UI• Rabbi Joemaa u.1na1IIII llr 

1,,,uc.UOD th& a waaan ebould DOt be forced into a MIT'llp. In• 

cue .._" two dab autera, om an adalt, tbe ot.bC' a lllDDI', ._.. 

arried to wo brot.b_... It tbe buband ot the oldR GD1 di.eels 

•Jabbi Ilia• aa.,a, w aboald teacll tm 
JOUDI om to re.rue. (to lin 111th the an u 
buband and 11:ife) BUND OemUel ..,_, It 
abe retuea, abe retuaea, and it not, le\ ber' 
Hit UDtil abe grcin up aal tb• tbe ~ me 
( tbl older ODI) u tree HC&uN t.bu 1a a cue 
of be~ a eiawr ot tbe vite. 

Rabbi Joelma ■.,-■a Woe to bi.a vite and 
voe to hi■ broth•'• vile. He gift■ bi■ vite 
a bill ot ~Ycrce and tbe brother'• wit• 
Oballt.sah. 

Rabbi Joabv.a'• po■itioa ■-1119 to be the ao■t l.ocical. .Lnirate aarriac• 

1a pr111LvU, a aiatortune. It u a tGll'II ot forced 11111'1"1-C•• In t,bi■ 

particular c ... it U a 111.atortum, NCau■e he ba to diYorce bi■ Id.le. 

Thia ia a nr, ■t.rict. •~• 

In the •ttar ot a 'Sot.ah,' a ..a llbo u napected bJ her bua­

band ot int1delit7 bu to ■mm.~ w tbe ardMl ot drinking tbe bitter 

n\er to •~iab bar i.DDoceaoe, Rabbi Kl.ieser ad Rabbi Joebaa .­

that om vitne■• 1■ balleftCl.17 

In eotblr cu• Babbi Joabu •- to be ..,. leni•t ~ ialab1. 

ilinvs 

•u a ... -.naecl hi.a vile and ■he 
HCl.uded benelt (vitb UDtber 111111) eftll U be 
beard it trca a tlJiag bird, be diTOrCN ber 
and gift■ ber the aarriage H\U-11\. Saab 
vu the atataent al Rabbi illeHl'. Rabbi Joabaa 
..,.., (He dON DDt clo ao) 1lllW. ._. llbo ■pla llr 
!IDOnl.icbt di■ouNir• (ne--1,7 uatil llbe becae■ 
a p11blic scandal. 
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Rabbi Joebua diaputecl vitb Rabbi iU.elal' concerning the definition 

ot a butard. Wbile ilieHr M1Dt.&1Ded that the ottapriJ!g o_r a maion 

ot forbidden del1"ff ie a but.ant. Babb1 Joshua ■aid that a but.ard 1■ 

the ottap~ ot m1 mdon• tb• pemlt.J tor llbicb 1a death at. Ui• bed■ 

19 
ot the Beth DiD. Thi■ ia a lenient Tiff bee••• tbe penalt.J ot the 

Beth-Din :la applicable to a l•• utenain area than tbe peultJ tor a 

uion ot forbidden degrH■• 

In the ■ociet, ot tbe daJ'. it vu not \UIUUl practice tor a 

tather to gin hie daughter --, in aarriage .tiUe ebl wu a ainor. Ill 

■ucb a cue Babbi .Jo■bu•• in oppoeitioo to the nev ot Rabbi t:.uar, 

eaid that her hu■band bu the right to aa,tb1llg abe tiDd■, to the 1IDrk 

other banda• to amml her TOW■ J tbe geaeral principle beillg that ■be 

1a regarded u bi.a rite in nwrJ respect, ac.pt t.hat abe _,. leaff b1a 

bJ a declarat.ioo ot Ntuu..20 

.AltbOQCb Rabbi Jo■bua 11 generalq at.rict in Mtter■ ot lan 

related to lftlalll• and W enterta1ned perbap■ a lower ••tNa ot wa.n 

than aw ot hia colleape1, nnert.bele•• be recc• Ilda that it a an 

wu once arr1ed in h1■ 1oatb. be ■boulcl tl"J to IUl'l"J again in bi.a old 

age. !bi• atatar•Dt ot Rubi Joebaa 1a IIDUTated by h1a n• that the 

dat1' ot the propqatioo ot children DBTC' ce&H■•21 

Rabbi Joebu vu oppoaed to ■lff ac••• 1a law u wll u 1n 

ob■e"anc• ot ritual. BepeciallJ be upresaed a aoderate Tiw ill the 

obaenac• ot the aourniDg ritual. He vu 11a1nat uc .. ■be aourn1.llg. 

•0ur liaobi■ taught.: Duriag the tint 
three da¥• a 110U.naer ia forbidden to put on 
phJlacteries. Froll the tbir<i da., omrard, 
the third daJ included, he is al.loved to pat 
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OD pb7lacterift IIDd he doel DOt take tbla 
off at t.be •trJ or n.aitara. Thia 1a t.be 
Tin ot Rabbi •lleser. Babbi Jo8bua aaid, 
a maraer 1a forbidden to put OD phrlactarie• 
the ti.rat tvo ..,.. Fraa the HCODd dq oa­
nrcl, the aecoDd daJ inclwlecl, be 1a allOIIIICl 
to put on pb7lacterie1, bu.tdt the Gl'J of 
vilitora be t&lata tbea orf. 

We find tbat be ... apecial.lT ccncarned 111.tb tbe "8Dde1llcJ ot uceUo 

aectc- to illdulg9 in GCNlifl IICJUrDiDg after the dNtruCtion o! tbl 

Tt11ple. He arp1d vi th tba logicalq and conrincinglT, npportiJIC bi.a 

Tin with acripture. Rabbi Joebu.a aaid to tJua that not to ac,an at all 

:la illpoa■ible, becauH the blow bu tall.en. To aaarn cmtlWICh :la alao 

1Jlpo8eible becaua• ve do not .illpoa• OD the co-1nitT a bardahip which t.he 

a.joritJ cannot •dare• FinaU7 he cited l'ialacbis "Ie are Clll'Hd wit.b 

a cur■•, ,-t 7e roo •• 8"D tbia llbola Mticm.• (Malachi IIla9.)
23 

Juat u !iabbi Joshua vu oppoNd to uceHN 1D obeen-anc• o! 

certain ritual.a, be vu oppoeed to CD:NN8 ot enact.ante. .tbcnat tbll 

tia of tbe 1ie1e or Jerual•, a geberal ba,cott ot t.be ~ntil• world 

vu decland at.• A■eMbl,J ot tbe Shuaitea. When later, Rabbi J0111111a 

dilcu.aaed tbe •~htem laauee' aa tbeN enactaenta wre called, vi.th 

bu lifeloag oppoMDt i.1.1.eur ben HJrcanu, and ~ner beld tbat 'OD 

that daJ tbe Mauve of the Torah ... wll tilled' BMlbi Joahaa ntortech 

•'l'bat u, ot tbe eighwn Isnea wa u 
eTil tor Iarul u the da, of the Golden CaltJ 
for OD that d-, the rieuure we obliterat.,-1; it 
vu like pouring •tar into a HrNl. tull ot 
oil - ti» 111>re water g0111 in, the lll>N oil 1a 
vutec1:24 

Rabbi .Joenu.a vu mre lenient toward non-Jew than hia colleapa • 

.&aw b&Ye dilcws■ed earlier, Rabbi Joebua did not. require circuaciaian 
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trca a co1r,art. ill •rel.J dnead-ci ritual iwraion. One of~ luau 

cODYerta to Judaiaa vu .Aquilaa, tbe nephew ot iilperor Hadrian. First 

~as went t.o Babbi Iaiesar. Aa tM Jtidruh intoras ua, Babbi Josbaa 

abaMacl torbearaoce to Aquilu the proael.Jw1 

•.a.tt.er ia t.be torbe .. ance vbicb Babbi 
Joshua ahoved Aqui.laa tbe pr09el7t,e t.ban t.be 
iapatience eboVD to hill b7 Rabbi KlJ.ear; 
othenriae he uht haft returned to hie leann. 
(Heat.bem.aa)•25-

It cannot be 1aid that Rabbi Joshua is coneistezrt.17 lenient ill 

the utter• ot lav. He vu an independent thinlter ancl judgecl eac.b c ... 

on its own aerit. For exaaple, in tbe utter ot •Erub' tor ;,lie Sabbath, 

Rabbi £lleaer vaa of the opinion that an E:rub can be ude troa all kinda 

of tood except vith salt and vat.er. dabbi Joshua held that a vhole loaf 

or bread is a Talid ~, ngardleaa or 1 ta size, u lOQI u it wu a 

vbole unit. T'nis ia certainq etricter than the attitude ot Babbi 

Weaer.26 

While tb8 bal&k& 1a of priaarJ signiticance in the acUnti•• of 

rlabbi Joshua, 7et there vae another aigniticant ana of activit, in 11bicb 

Rabbi Joshua distilJIUished hialel1'. He vu one ot the gnat detenden 

ot Judaia in hi.a nuarOW1 and distincti" debates 111 th non-J... Aaaag 

1cae not.able acts ot Babbi Joamaa_ it 1a recorded that he a::Ued hi.a 

nepbft Heoi na tor alleged uaoci&tioo vi tb the H1n1a ot Capermua. 27 

Aaong hi• debates vitb non-Jen, it is recorded that :Rabbi Josmia 

appears to hue debated a 'Hin' before the 41perar, on the queetion ot 

the election ot I erMl. He Mintaimd that the destruction or the 

Jewish ~tate vu not to be comtrued u Goel' s reject.iffl rL J:11a people. 28 
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A port.ion ot tbia debate is reported bJ a. Joaepb, an Amara ot t.he third 

century. Rabbi Joshua vu standing in the houae ot Ceuar. .a. certain 

'Min' showed hia (in pantOlliae) a nat.1011 vboae Lord bath tumed uq Ila 

face fro• th•• He, (iabbi Joabu&) ahowd h1a .l:iia band etretcbed oat 

onr us. Ceaaar said to Rabbi Joshua, "lilhat did be ebov JOU?• •1 people 

whose Lord hath turned avq Hi.a tace troa tbea, and I ahOIMd hia liia 

hand at.retched oat o•er ua.•29 

It is obrloua f'rca the nature ot the opponent'• argwnt that be 

vu a Christian, becauae it vu at tbb period that tbe question of the 

rejection ot Israel 18 an hlportant concept iD the doctrines Jt nucent 

Christianity. 

On another occuion, Rabbi Joabua repudiated the ac,orntul reaartc 

of a 'Kin' vbo, citing Hi.cab 714 "The beat of th• 18 like a brier,• 

atipatbed .;..,. u brien. Rabbi Joshua retorted, •Fool, look at the 

end or the verse." "The upright (ia sharpn than a t"orn hedge).• "What 

:ia aeant by t.be beat ot tb• ia lilGe a brier? Jut u theae briere are 

a protection to tbe gap 1D the vall, so the good •ong us are a protection 

to .Jo ua. 

But despite hie pol-1.cs againat the 'Hinilll,' Rabbi Joabv.a tiJ'llq 

d.1ngreed with Rabbi El.ieser on the question of wbetbar the Gentilea 

have a share in the world to coae. he interpreted the ftree in Paala 

9:18. "Tbe vi.eked eball go to Sheol, and all the natio111 that forget 

God,• tbua; It the verse bad said • th• Vi.eked shall go into Sheol and 

all tbe nations; 11 and bad stopped then, I should ba'f9 agreed vi.th yoa 

(that non-J8V8 hoe DD share 1D the world to coae), but u it goes on to 



e-,, "who torget. God," it 11eana that there are rigbteoua aen ~ tbl 

nationa vbo do haw a 1ha.re 1D t.be world to ccae.31 

Rabbi Joabua turt.ber dia&gr'Md vith iiabbi w ... r oa the illponalt 

OODCept ot t.be aal•atioo or lar•l• llabbi Joabu aaint&ined that aalft­

tioa IIOUld ao• 1D it.8 cble t1M imependenUy o,r U. act.ions of Ifl'Ml.. 

~ bued A1a • oa laaiah S2a ). "le nre •old tor naght. ad 

witbollt •il•er •ball.,. be dlliffrec:l.• ConaequenU,, Rabbi Joabu 

••enecl t.bat. Idle t.be proper tiM v1ll coa, aal.fttion v1ll ccae t;o 

larMl nsardl"• ot whether they npent. or DOt • .32 

Dvuw ane ot hi.a jovaeJ■ to Agpt. JoabDa 1a reported to haft 

beeD uk.ed tllelff fooliab qmationa bJ Aluand.rian J••• TbeJ •-- to 

hoe traect their qa.eatiom 1D the laapage of J'wiah Christ.um, who 

bad been i.nfluencecl bJ P•nJinhn l..'brlatianit7. Jo■h\la lietemd patieat.-

1,J to their queationa. "ibtn the dead are resurrected vUl it be neaN• 

aar, to 1pr1Dkle vat.er OD t.bell, since theJ' ban been ill ooatact with 

other dead bodieat• Rabbi Joabua replied "Thi• •tter v1ll be aet.tled 

at the Nnrrect.1.on it.ell. ■Jl 

Mon of tbe other queationa wre :intended to ridicule the halaka, 

concerning ritual cJean11•••1 but aaoag tbell vu a question that Rabbi 

Joshua coald anniar aerioual.J& "liq tbe daughter ot a proetitute Mft7 

a priest?" lie aaida •Her •t.ber'a sin■ do not cliaqual.Uy her it abe 

ia pare berael.t." Another question raised a legal points each ot tw 

lapffe bad broqbt. a bird aacritice to the priest tor cleaainl. OM 

191)8!' then died, bat it vu toand that hi.a arterillg bad been 111-talmlllT 

uaigned to the oenao-., ot cleansing the other. What DOW vu to be doee 
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with t.he •ecom •acritice? .Joshua amwred tbll fool accordiJJI to b1a 

tolqa •The on1J solutioa would be !or the survirt-. leper to confer all 

bi.a Cooda on others, and tbua becoae a pauper; tbe bird aacrit1ce wald 

then be aocepted vit.bou.t quaa'tion u bi.a ain ottwillg.• 

According to report.a Hadrian, l1lat bi.a predeceseon, vu irud at 

not beUlg able to Ne t.he God or the Jeva. Hadrian belieYed that Rabbi 

Joshua ai&ht enable hi.a to •e this great aicht. •1 visb to ne 1aar 

Oodl• be said. Babbi Josbaa repl.ud: •iw cumot aee liia." •Bat I want 

to •• Hial" It vu dur~ the suaaer eolatice and Joebaa led bill into 

tbe open and saids "Look up at the sun." Hadrian replied: :•1 cumot.. • 

Rabbi Joehua aaid: •The aun ill •req oae of those spirits that nm 

the lioq One, blessed be J:le. U you ca.mot. look at it bow aucb leaa 

vould you be able to behold t.be Huter •• ~ 

Rabbi Joshua' a ha1ald.c interest ext enda ewer the whole range ot 

problem that tbe Sanhedrin of l aqah and the rabbis ot the period wre 

concerned vitb. Wbile t.be scope ot hi• actin.t7 iD the field c4 bal•u 

ia CClllplex and Btenai-.., acae ~ic tendencies H• to -rge u om 

observes the nature of bi.a bal.aka. Jbcwe all, one is contimall7 la­

pNHed vi th the reuonablenesa of w 'lieva. It there 1a •1 •~• 

underqi.Dg tenda~J in hia hll•Jca, it ia the tact that vbeD be deala with 

attera that twcb the life of the vhale conw,nit)', be tenda toward a 

lenient position. ne i.a oppoNd to 1GJ aceeaiq legislation that 1IOllld 

prow to be a bllrden to tbe 1A 111it7. Thia should coa u no arpriae, 

becllll8e he is the repreNntatiYe ot the 111llelite tradition, a tradition 

that is uri<ed b,- 1egialation that reflects the DNCi ot the U.. ad om 

which Hrfts the bene.ficent ends of the collllUDit,. 
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lievertbeleas. in soae utters be ia ver, strict. Ia partical&r 

he ia Tff7 at.net in law that de&l. vit.b eem&l. beban.or. Apparentq 

Babbi Joabua thought that in •ttera ot semal bebanor. h1IMD nature 1a 

in med ot the reetrictiona of the lav. lie believed t.hat the ethical 

nature o.t aaa 1a aot atrong •110111b to eurciae ntticieat control Oft!' 

the 1a:ual puaion. Therefore, ha aaintained that no om 1a able to be 

one• a ovn superviaor iD aemal aatt.ers. Coaaeqaent.17, he 1a 'fflf!7 at.rict 

in regard to lan tbat deal vitb au:ual purity. li1a attitude tovard 

lave that deal vitb probl.eu ot MZTill&e, suspected amalter, are to be 

aeen in the li&ht or that view of buMn nature. 

In the lan llhich deal vi.th the problw or the llbole co 

habbi Joebua's positiOD is reuonable and pragaatic. Concerning t.be 

requireMnt1 of prqer, liabbi Joshua oppoeed oama11.i. He felt that the 

Dertge un wou.ld conaider it a burden to recite a 1.aag •tetilla' 

therefore he deTi.aed a brief 'Hraion ot it tor ~ recital. l'urtbar­

mre, ha devieed a brief Teraion a£ the 'tetilla' which abould be recited 

ii' aae tound ODHelf in a situation or dU11er. 'l'bia conaideratio.n al the 

tille - place el8118Dt in the huun a1 t.uation renders hie baJ aka 1n a 

ai.gDUicant light. This principle, which sboVB that Rabbi Joshua's 

approach to the halaka vu bui.callJ prapat.ic, 1a further nbetant.i&ted 

bJ hia att.i.tude toward the requireMnts ot atuq t.bat abould be placed 

on the Derage IUD. He und •rely tor tbe stwt, ot two lan in the 

ao~ and two in the 9fflling, and the rest ot the dq abolll.d be spent. 

in work that is necuaar, to earn a lirtng. B7 thia approach, Rabbi 

Joshua acbievu a dual purpoae. One, be realiatical.lJ' U8Ul'N the atua, 
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ot the la or tb• eowan un. aDi aecond. he aacribes to the work that 

bu to be done 1D a societ..,, a certain aura of di&nit7. fbia attituda 18 

probabl.J influenced bT bi.a OWD po1it.ion in life, 11bicb vu t.bat o~ a 

DNdl...ar. lie lmn the lot of tbe coaon MD trca f'ir■t-band aper­

ience and could therefore place reuooabl.e deael¥1a upon tbe ..., .. -• 

tl1.I Yoice ¢•, ended reapect and c onaideratioa in \be ball.a ot the 

S~edrin. ~ be did not posHsa toe political power ot G...Uel n, 
he waa a un.iYer•~ respected ■cbolar. The respect ot bie colleap .. 

enabled hill to ...ta signU'icant iDf'lueoce on the proceedi.Dga of the 

:Sanhedrin. liaobi Joshua uarted the doai.Dant iDtlueDCe iD tba INA 

debate betnen Habbi .t.liezer and the Scbolars vitb reepect. to the role 

ot airacles 1D tbe process '1 legialating t.ba balaka. 

Hi.a YOice vu the dCP1Snut OD8 tbe dq Babbi .i:.l.1.eser vu ucoa­

amicated for hie stubborn deteme or the role or airacle, in the tora 

of t.be 'Bat Kol,' in tbe proc .. a o~ rabbinic legialat.ion. lllail• t.bie 

aapect of hi.a baleki~ actint.1 vu prillaril.7 polellic in nature, d1NcW 

agaiut. nucent 1.inriatianitJ, it neverthel.eaa bad a luting intl.uence 

on the role of lliracle in f'ut.u.re legial&tion. Uter the uccamnicatioa 

or Habbi Aliaser, the p~1¥>MDOn of lliracl.• vu not imoked in the 

procen o! legielation tor the purpose ot deciding an ian.e ot baleka. 

Rabbi 0...Uel II vas moti•ated in bu actiona to eatal.iab the 

unit.., or the people and t.he strengthening or the toundatiom of Jud&i.sa 

upon vbicb that unit7 can be Hcure tor the tuture. In tbia effort, Rabbi 

Joshua uaisted Oamaliel, altboqgb Rabbi Joshua aaintained. an independent 

approach to the balak:a. 



Caacluaion and Jwaluat.ion 

Rabbi Joshua beD ~banan,a vu one ot the sig:ni!icant •llbers of 

the ~cond Generation 'l'•on•1■• (80-120. c.~.) Rabbi Joshua, u be 1a 

generall.J called, vu a natin ot Jerusal•, •on ot a Lente tallil.J. 

Ae a 7oq aan he vu a cboriater iD t.he Teq,le. He wu one or the Yer, 

tn uao111 the 'f•nv:h• ot Ianeb, vho bad a personal experience ot tbe 

Tuple while it vu still stancU.ng.. lits lite •pans a turblll.ent and 

tragic period iD Jeviab hiat.or,. 

ShorU7 prior t.o the destruction of the Taple and tbe eacki.ng 

of Jezu1alea b7 the lioun legiona, Ji.Abbi Joshua left Jeniealn ill tbe 

COllp&J\r or his revered teacher llh011 be aoed vith the aid ot Rabbi 

Weser ben Hyrcanua. Rabbi Joshua eettled in 1avneh. There, he bee .. 

one of the 111>1t influential anbera or the nev 3anbedrin vbicb vu 

eetabl.iabed bf .dabbi Jocbanan bell Zakkai. Under the presidencJ of 

u...Uel II, Rabbi Joabua eerffd as '4b Beth Din' or vice-president.. 

In the deliberatione ot tbe Sanhedrin, aabbi Joshua uerted a great. and 

IIDderating influence on the lagialatiw proce•~•• The ~anhedru vaa 

confronted vitb the great t.uk of la,ing the touadatiom ot • fut'IU'e and 

Ti.able Judai•• The l'eaple and the aacri!'icial 111>de or worship, vhicb 

vu an iDt.e&ral part ot t.be social, political and rellgic. lite ot tbe 

people, la, now ill nu.na. 

The people vere daoral..ued and exhanated troa the terrible bloa 

that the var bu inflicted upon tbaa. 

Rabbi Jocbanan bell Zaltkai established the SanbedriD of Iffmb aa 
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the mv enter ot reli&iOll8 aat.horit,. He did not. ~•nd. to replace 

J'eruaala bJ IaYMb. Thia vu mt hia int,eat,. Raiber, Rabbi Jocbanan 

bu z.ekui looacl toward tbl t\ltwe &ad laid tbl· foundation ot a Judaial 

that vu Yiabl.• vitbollt. neoea■it.ating the •acriticial .,.ta of vorahip. 

Tb• A.taV aid its dnelopalnt becua the cent.ral the• ot the Sanbedrill, 

and tbe pri.arJ guardian of Jniah nrrl.Tal.. 

o,-,u.i 11 nccNdacl Jocbanul ben Zakui to the preaideuq. He 

vu an able ud torcetu.l leader ot t.ba Subedr1n wbo l.aboNcl oeuelaal7 

1D behalf of the llDitJ of Iarael. Although UtremelT capable, bu 

arietocratic Uld often atboritarian aumer ot preaidinl ewer the 

SanbedriA, irked the i:icbolan and brought about hi.a eYentual 1..,.11etamt 

and reaoTal trca the office ot the presidency. The direct cw of 

Gaaaliel's illpeacbaant and reao•al troa the office of the presideDCJ 

vu, Rabbi Joshua. .u the Vice maident 0£ the SanbedriD, Rabbi Joebaa 

d1NgrHd with G-.1.iel on maerou occaaiona in aattera ot bal.ak&. 

G.-.al.iel would not tolerate any cliaaention froa hie Yiev on the part. 

of t.he Vice fre•ideat. Hin t.berefore att,upted to diagrace Rabbi Joabua 

in the presence ot tbl Subedrin. lt ia tbe co111tide.red apillion of th1a 

vriMr tbat Oe-eJiel 1Dtentiooall.J 811barruaed Rebbi Joabua, iD order 

t.o eilence all oppoeit.ion to bi.a rule. For it ne,rUel could euca..S 

1D •il•nci.Qg dabbi Joshua vho vu, next. to G..,.Jiel aecond. in authoriV, 

then all toe otber scholars would fall iD line. G911Uliel 11 tailed in 

thia ano it ia tbe onlJ failure \bat au-a a brilliant record ot .. ~. 

ill behelt of the vel.tare ot Israel. t.'Tentuell,J Cle-e) i-el. II vu reia­

atatecl u .President, bllt not before be apol ogised to &tabbi Joehua. 
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Rabbi Joebua repre•eni.d the a,re rational and concil1ato17 

•l-nt.e of hi.a generation. Hie debates wre priurU, vi.th Rabbi 

&ieser bell ~anus, t.o vboH unyieldiJlg conaenat.iaa he fONlld a 

•harp cont.rut. Rabbi Joahua cOllbimd great learning vi.th the rlrtuN 

ot gent.leneN and tra buail.1t,. acw. all, be-■ m iDlapeD<leDt 

1pirit. He did not depeld an the good opinion of the President tor bi.a 

llnlihood. He bad a tirade and earned hi• bread bT tbe neat ot bu 

brov. He was a needl.eaaker and liftd in n17 lmlble n.rroaadimg•• 

In bi.a ll)proaoh to balaka, ~i Joahu 1a reasonable UICI prag­

matic, abibitiag a tendenq tovard lenienc7. He did not. vi.eh the la 

to beccae a burden to the ccaunitJ. Comequentl,T, the underlJiag 

prisipl.e to alabbi Joehua'e balaka ie the principle that no l.egialation 

should be enacted which ia a burden to the ll&joritJ of the c0Ja1Dit7. 

In his efforts. to preeene t.be unity ot lsrMl ud Juide:l•, be 

often entered into debates with Jevi11h ~briatiane end _..re ot other 

seota. lie vu oppoaed to ell ucu•ea, be it in legialation or iD 

Mttere of doctrine; DHertbele1111 be aai.Dtained that ""r"T rigbteou 

MD hU hope tor eternal Hl ntion N1gardleH ot bia religiaa. In thia 

reapect be •hon a greater NDle of uniffraalisa than aa, MD of bia 

ct.,. Perhaps hi8 uniTereeliatic tendencies ere related to bie lenient 

clnende of proeelTte•• The Rabbill daunded circuaciaion u ..U u 

ritual 1-reion. Rabbi Joehua deNnd4td onlT ritual i..ardan. Aa a 

Mtter GI tact, he velcoll8d pro■ei,tea, and he vu credited vith the 

corrrereion or Aquilaa who unier hia g,ddance trenalated the Bible into 

Greek. 

I 
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iabbi Joshua adt'ocated u a -.t.t8J' ot principle t.bat one ahaal.d 

act k:indlJ toward all'T an. Connra~, be considered t.bat bate 1a the 

.,.t, dut.ruct.ive torce in huaan lii'e. rie ffeP aaintained that hate of 

lm~nkind can r,entual.17 <Matro, the world. 

Tonrd the Iaperial doaan GoYerment., Rabbi Joshua adYOcated a 

pollc7 of cooperation. He would not be a partJ to •1 political 

rebellion becaee be vu conrinced that the &'Jerme of rebellica ... 

suicidal fer a aall nation. Tbua tbe biltoriam speak ot Rabbi Joehaa 

u 1he good teacher, counaellor and benetact.or o.t bu people. 

Habbi Joahua ia not. u f•ou• u bi.a colle1111e, 0••11t.i n, 
nor u hia disciple, ~•, the brilllut interpreter or the lav, bat 

be per!orad a tuk veil u the gentle and hmlble teacher of the l• 

and the defender ot Israel. lie vu blea■ed with a long lite and vith 

t.be universal eate• ot hi.a cont.apararies. His labors iD behalf of 

Judaisa were not in vain, tor be raiaed up aany d.i■ciplea vbo carried 

on the work loag alter his deaiae and thus the i\ature of Judaiaa aade 

poas~ble. Long attar the lut colours of tba lioaan legions were laid 

iD tbe dust., the banner of'. Judaisa ie still ulli"urled, a vitnea■ to the 

Yiaion and lliadca ot MD like Rabbi Joshua and the indomitable Faith ot 

Israel. 
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