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Preface

The following pages attempt to delineate the organization
of the Angla-Ashkenazic community during the eighteenth century,
using the Takkanahs which regulated its affairs, as the main
source. The history of any period of Jewish life would be
incomplete without a picture of the background of the country
and the times against which the Jews lived. This is even more
true in the present case, for the Jews rapidly absorbed and
assimilated the ways and culture of the people amongst whom they
lived. The external environment exerted a strong influence in
the shaping of the community. One can almost see exact parallels
in the course of the 2Znglish and 4nglo-Jewish history of the

period, for the failings and shortcomings of the English people

readily occur in the Jewish group. For these reasons the first

chapter contains a resume of English history of the period which
inteinds to show why the Jewish community could develop particularly
during this era and the influences which penetrated Jewish life.
The first chapter includes a bird's-eye-view of the forces
operating in English history, and a picture of Anglo-Jewish his-
tory, insofar am it affected both the Sephardic and Ashkenazic
communities. The second chapter is a resume of the soclial and
gultural history of the Ashkenazim, which is designed to give a

background to the Takkanahs which were formulated during this

period. Both chapters include only that material which is pertin-

ent and relevant to an understanding of the Takkanahs.



The remaining chapters present the actual organization
of the Anglo-ishkenazic community. The mode of presentation
of these Takkanahs has been, of necessity, an almost exact
reproduction of the text of the Takkanahs, arranged in a
systematic and topical order. This method was preferred
to a collated description of the contents, because of the im-
portant and distinctive differences inherent in the Takkanahs
of each synagogue. A synthesis of all this material would
have obscured and beclouded these significant differences.
This presentation also made possible a chronological arrange-
ment of the Takkanahs which may give us a deeper insight
into the form and shape of the community as it evolved.

Although the various Takkanahs are interpreted and
commented upon as they are presented, the introduction and
final chapter are intended to survey the characteristics of
the material as a whole and to summarize their similarities
and differences.

Most of the material relevant to the subject, with the
exception of minor sources which were not available, have
been examined and treated accordinglye.

The English terminology for the various technical terms
has been used consistently in all the Takkanahs. Whenever a

Takkanah has used a term in a different sense, this varia-

tion has been explained in the notes.

I wish to gratefully acknowledge the advice and guidance

of my referees, Dr. Jacob Marcus.



Introduction

The soclial and political changes of the eighteenth
century made themselves felt in the organization of the
Jewish community. The comparativsely increasing freedom and
franchise of the Jew in England weakened the autonomous
authority that the Jewish community enjoyed in the previous
century. Previously, the Jewish authority couid circum-
scribe one's commercial and social activities, because the
collective restrictions placed upon the community by the
government. The community as a whole had to answer to the
government and the authority for the administration of
internal affairs was vested irn an autonomous body. Expul-
sion from the community meant not only social ostracism,
but algo the loss of the privilege to do business in that
community. loving to a new community meant new entry fees,
and one would perhaps have to bring a small fortune with
him in order to gain entry into a new place. The Jews
did not want paupers, only newcomers with capital who would
increase the volume of commercial enterprise were desirable.
These conditions made it desirable for an individual to
remain in one place and submit to the local Jewish govern-
ment. The London community however, assumed a different

shape and form. Although the Jews lived in a compaclt and

organized unit, there were no governmental compulsions



which made them an autonomous community, collectively
responsible. The late establishment of Ashkenazic Jewry
under these new sociological conditions contributed to
the breakdown of the old type community. It was only an
inbred tradition which held them together in a compact
group and made membership in the Jewish fold advantageous.
The only compelling reason for joining the Jewish community
was the fact that the community controlled the religious
rites and the cemetery and they could refuse a Jewish burial
to a non-communicant and deprive him of the benefits of
clergy and synagogue. The members of the Jewish set might
also sever social connections and even business relations
with a non-conforming Jew, and cause unnecessary ill will%
These bonds were not too strong, for in spite of these dis-
advantages, some members separated themselves from the
Jewish community.

The powerful restrictive and dictatorial influence
of the Jewish community was on the way out. In Holland,
where there were Jews who had been exposed to the liberal
and democratic spirit, they sought to break the strangle-
hold of the Parnassim and his officials? The all-embrac-—

ing form of government known to the Jewish community in

earlier years was slowly losing ground before the onslaught
of emancipation. Although membership in the synagogue with

attending privileges was called ﬂpﬁh it was really nothing



else that a membership today in a synagogue. One could
sever his relations with the Jewish community and continue
to live on and do his business.

However, there was a different type of bond which
united the community. I was the religious communion
and faith that integrated the people. The expulsion of an
observant Jew from the community was even as late as 1750,
a hargh punishment He was deprived of all the rites of
a Jew and even after death, his expulsion would pursue
him to the grave. With the development of a number of
smaller synagogues and the increasing complexities of more
modern life, these expulsions became insignificant because
the central authority was broken and anarchy prevailed.
If one svnagogue expelled a member, another would be glad
to take him in.

One of the most interesting points which is brought
out in a study of the Anglo=Jewish community in this
century, is the transition in the form and signficance of
its organization and authority. Here wse can see the rem-
nants of the old system slowly being transformed into a
new one. It is interesting also to notice how this develop-
ment and its results so closely perallel the basis of our
communal life, insofar, as the old conceptions of community
are destroyed before the new environment.

The Anglicization of Jewry and the harbinger of eman-—
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cipation dealt the old system its death blow. As long as
the Erglish government and people showed outward signs of
hostility, the Jew was willing to be hemmed in by commanal
authority and jurisdiction. We find no mention of & law
which deals with the procedure of settling a law suit 1in
courts. This example illustrates that even until the last
decade of the century the Jews probably preferred their
own Beth Din. Not so with the Sephardim, for we read of
them bringing their domestic troubles to the civil courts
for adjudication.3

Another reason for the transition in the definition
of the Jewish community was the make=-up of its constituency.
The Jews in London were a conglomerate group coming from
all parts of Europe. Although the Hamburg influence
permeated their organization, the lack of homogeneity
allowed an indigenous evolution to pursue its own course.

The shape and form which the community assumed at
the end of the eighteenth century was to endure through the

nineteenth century and exists basically even until today.



Chapter One

Historical Background

of the

Eighteenth Century

a. English
b. Jewish

The etghteenth century was a culmination and climax
of the strident march of civilization since the Renaissance.
It was the unfoldment of man's contriving ingenuity and
inventive genius which had been gaining momentum in
earlier decades, and after a long process of maturation
finally blossomed forth during this centurye. The era
distinguished itself in the practical application and
utilization of the approach and theory which had been
forged in the latter half of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. The Newtonian world machine, the deep penetra-
tion of rationalism into all spheres of life and activity,
the mechanistic theory of nature, creating a scientific
new apéroach to man and the cosmos, were the dynamic forces
which convergad upon the eighteenth century. The realiza-

tion of these ideas in a practical and utilitarian form

changed the entire complexion of the continent, transforming



it into a seething cauldron of transition and blazed thea
trail for our modern civilization.

This spirit of change seized England in its grip
first and reshaped the o0ld tendencies and molded the new
trends which were to become the determining factors in
the future development of the nation. The impact of this
new epoch was felt first in England because of many pre-
disposing factors. England had by the beginning of the
eighteenth century run the gamut of ills a nation mast
suffer before it becomes a consolidated and unified body.
The revolution and its turbulent aftermath had given
expression to all the dissension and divergenclies inberent
in any conglomeration of people. 1Issues had been fought
out anddissenting tendencies fell in line with the general
trends. The economic revolution accompanied by the tumalt
of expansion drew off the latent energies of the people
which might M Jew-baiting and other riotous issues as
an outlet., At the turn of the seventeenth century, England
wag ready to pursue its normal course of growth and rise to
a position of preeminence among the powers of the continent.

The growth aof England branched out in many directions.
The entire century, with only one interval of respite, was

pockmarked with wars of conquest. England was engaged in a
duel with France and Spain and she won. At the end of this

period, the English emplre finally took the shape which was



to persist into the nineteenth century. The grawth of
industry which flowered into the Industrial Revolution
changed the social setting as well as the econamic structure
of the country. Thils process was aided by the no less
important Agricultural revalution which contributed a parallel
increase in agricultural products by more efficient methods
and drove many men from the land to the factory. These
revolutions wrought such change as to make the England at

the end of the century, almost unrecognizable from her formej
self.

The first frvits of the long process of cultural develop-
ment and activity in the seventeenth century was the under-
lying change in government. Although this change in
political theory occurred a decade before the turn of the
century, it made its influence felt most during the eighteenth
century. In 1688 William of Orange and his wife Hary
ascended the throne of England as King and Queen, Before
bestowing the craown upon the royal couple, Parliament drew
up a bill call the "Declaration of Rights." This bill
recited the misdeeds and evils of James II and stated that
henceforth, the King could not make or suspend laws, levy
taxes, raise loans ar maintain an army without consent of
Parliament. The bill further enumerated the rights and pri-

vileges of the people and insured the freedom of Parliament.

This meant that William had become king only because of
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Parliament's pleasure. By holding the purse sirings and
removing the king's prerogative to legislate arbitrarily,
the government was more or less in the hands of Parliament.
The king was now g subject to Parliament and indirectly
controlled by the voters. [Hany months later, this bill
was made a regular statute under the title of the *Bill of
Rights" and assumed a permanent form.

Thie bill was a deathblow to the theory of "divine right
of kings," which had persisted so long and tyrannized
the people. This ideoclogical revolution had greater far-
reaching effects than can be seen at the first glance.
It broke the undisputed restraining force that the king
might anply to anything which he disliked or looked upon
unfavorably, and gave a greater leeway and more freedom
10 unrestraineéd progress. Affalrs might pursue their
natural course without being aborted by a short—sighted
individual, who was the prey of whim and impulse. MNoreaver,
it placed the power in the hands of a deliberative body
who wére to some degree the representatives of the neople,
and af whom one ¢ould expect more than from a single indivi-
dual. One of the more impertant effects relevant to our
topic, is the break that was now created between religion
and the kingship. The strong influence of rationalism

was alsa at work helping to put a wedge into the theory of

divine right of kings. BReligion itself was not only being



overhauled but its undue influence in spheres which were un-
related to rellglon was slowly diminishing. Thus the In-
fluence of religlion in political effairs was diminished and
was destined to become inslgnificant. The king no longer
ruled because he was God's chosen, but because he wasg granted
the throne by Parliament. This was the first wedge driven
into the church and state theory which was to result in

a wider breach. Although it must be stated,that there never
came about a complets and sharp severance of the church and
state idea, nevertheless, they were so distantly set apart,
that religion was no longer the powerful influence ir&
political issues. This was important for the Jewish problem,
for although the state was Christian, the Jew in spite of

his different faith could still become a citizen and member
of the state during the latter half of the century. If the
complete freedom of citizenship and naturalization was not
granted the Jew during this century, it was not because there
was an underlying philosophy deterring the bestowal of

such privilege on the Jew, but because of prejudice and other
gselfish motives. As far as the state was concerned it was

ready to grant such privileges, for in fact such legislatlion

was passed, but had to be repealed on account of the mob

violence which was stirred up by irresponsible and diabollical

4
agitators.

The most important change of the century occurred in the

industrial field which came to be known as the "Industrial
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Revolution." The appearance of this phenomenon affected
almost every phase of English life and created new conditions
and situations. As we have previously stated, this century
took over the gcientific approach and applied it in prin-
cinle. The result was a crop of new inventions replacing
older and slower methods of production and contributing an
increase in national weazlth. A number of inventions, one
following upon the heels of each other, madeﬁggland the
foremost textile country. With a surplus of raw cotton
growing in India, all that was needed was & machine to make

a fine and strong cloth in greater quantities and at a lower
cost. In 1733 John Kay invented the flying shuttle with
which doubled the production of broadcloth. This of course
meant that there must be an increase of thread to supply

the looms. In 1764, James Hargreaves, invented the "spinning
Jernny, " a machine which gpun eight times as much yarn as

the ordinary spinning wheel. This helped keep the balance
between the supply of yarn and the increasing demand of

the looms. 1In 1769 Richard Arkwright perfected the "splinning
Jenny" and produced even better and stronger yarn than before.
In 1785 Cartwright invented the power loom. These machines
made it impossible to do the work at theiz;TQEer and weaver's

looms, and there grew up specialized bulildings known as

factories to house the machinery. Also the use of water

power made it necessary to move these factories near sites

which could provide the necessary water power.
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The iron industry, as a result of the inventions of
new manufacturing machinery was also developed. New methods
were verfected, by Abraham Darby and son which made the
smelting or iron simpler and in 1784, Heary Cart developed
a orocess which produced sheet iron, which was used for the
making of stronger and better machines.

The steam engine too, which was a valuable source of
driving power was perfected. 1In 17CS5 Newcomﬁ invented the
steam enzine which was later perfected by Watt. The steam
engine as developed by Watt became very important and by
the end of the century replaced water power as a source of
energy and found its way 1nto many factories. Naturally,
the new method of smelting iron and the steam engine
made great demands upon the coal mining industry which had
to be expanded and developed in order to meet the increased
demands.

Agriculture too, did not lag behind the times and
played a highly signficant role in the industrialization of
England. In 1733 Jethro Tull in his book, "Horse-Hoeing
Industry" advocated new methods of plowing and planting which
were designed to decrease the amount of labor in planting
and increase the yield. Lord Townshend discovered the
principle of "rotation of crops® which is even employed today.

By this method he showed how to presaerve the fertility of
the soil and provide fodder for the starving cattle during

i
the winter. New methods of fertilization, new ways of
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breeding cattle and developing hardier strains, helped to
keep agriculture apace with industry.

The rising industrialism coupled with the newer
methods to produce a greater yield at a smaller outlay
dealt a hard blow to the small farmer and completely revo-
lutionized the agricultural structure. Up until now,
farming had been done on a cooperative basis and there
were communal meadows for pasturage, fuel and many other
purposes. Under this system, it was difficult for the
new methods to make headway and much land was going to
waste. When the large landowner heard of the new discoveries
in agriculture and were informed that the waste lands
could be made productive, they set about to find some way
to put these lands to a profitable use. By petitioning
Parliament, three-fourths of the population of a village
could request that their land be redistributed in small
individual parcels and each parcel would regquire an ex-
pensive hedge stone fence %0 enclose the property. Some-
times, a few people could petition and even only one man,
if he were an important or wealthy individual. The land-
lords petitioned Parliament for a bill af enclosure and
commissioners would come down to the village and redistribute
the commanal lands. The rich landlords would receive large
parcels of land to which they could apply the new methods
af cultivation and could operate these lands profitably.

The poor individual farmer could not apply these methods
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to his parcel of land because it was t0o small and the expense
involved was too great. Moreover, he could not afford to
enclose his land with a hedge stone fence because it was
too expensive. The landlord would then approach the
farmer and buy out his rights very cheaply and add it on
to his estate. Thus, the wealthidr landlord accumulated
large estates and the poor farmer was driven off the land
and was forced to go to the city where the factories were
utilizing all available manpower.

As the discoveries and inventions increased, making
industiry and agriculture more productive and profitable,
the wealth increased with it. New classes came into being"
and the economic system became more speculative or capi-
talistic. From 1700 to 1783 the combined exports and im-
ports increased from ten to twenty-eight million pounds.
By 1793 the total jumped to thirty-nine millions and by
the end of the century, it was seventy-three millions.
The shipping industry took a parallel jump, from twa hundred
eighty-nine thousand tons, it jumped to two million one
hundred and thirty thousand tons in 1800? The 1increased
production made it necessary to have large factories
with large investments, which gave rise to the capitalistic
organization of industry. It was no langer possible for
the individual labarer to manufacture his own producte.

The growth of the speculative system can be illustrated

by the notorious incident concerning the "South Sea Bubble.®
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This company was financed by floating large stock issues
for the investment of funds in a 3South American venture.
The entire venture failed and the watered stocks fell caus-

ing a crash in which thousands lost their life's savingse.
This crisis threatened the Whig party, which almost

toppled because of this unprecedented financial failure.
The increase in production and the rising position of
England among the nations led to another development in
its foreign policy. A4 rising industrial nation needed ,
a colonial empire for many reasons. It could import its %
necessary raw materials and could use the colonies as an
outlet for the manufactured goads. Throughout this century

England waged war with France in Europe and abroad, in an

attempt to gain these sources and merkets. The war of
Spanish succession lasted from 1702-1713. Spain and Eng-
land allied themselves against France, and Harlborough, the
English general won repeated victories. In 1713, the Peace
of Utrecht was signed. England gained control of the

English channel and kept Gibraltar and UMinorca and was

te S6NQ
allowedAone trading ship a year down the Spanish Main. In

1739, England decided that the Spanish possessions offered
a valuable source of trade and she violated the Peace of
Utrecht and declared war on Spaine. England did not fare so
well in this war and gained very little. However, when
the peace was signed at Aix-La-Chapelle in 1748 France

and Spain were alsoc so wsakened that their opposition really

was of no account. England, however, was learning from herpr
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mistakes and was bullding up a tremendous atore of exper=-
ience which was to serve her well at a later date. In
1756, a new war was begun, France was regalning control
of the Mediterranean, much to the chagrin of England. The
Mediterranean even as today was an important trade route
and empire link. England also looked upon the Frengh
colonial empire with jealous eyeas. During this same time
a small war was again fought with Spaln. This conflict
ended with the Peace of Paris in 1763 and England bit off
a big piece of the French empire. She took Canada and
Nova Scotia from Spain and she took Havana, Manila, which
she returned for the cession of Florida. France and Spain
were practically driven from North America. This war gave
England the desired victory; at last she had gained
supremacy and commercial leadership. Her joys were to be
soon dampened for towards the end of the century, George III's
stubborness and hard-headedness lost the American colonles
for England. In India, too, Clive helped further English
aims and consolidated the Indian empire. The shape of
England's colonial empire at the end of this century
agsumed the form it was to keep for the next centurye.

The dislocation of population came as a result of

the rapidly increasing industrialization. The advance of
mechanical contrivances necessitated that industry be
localized in conveniently situated centers. The enclosure
legislation gave the farmer two equally unpleasant alterna=-

tives. Either he could become a leborer under the vassalage
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of some absentee landlord, or else he could leave the soil
and flee to a2 nearby mamufacturing center. These unfortunates
became the prey of the slums at its lowest level. Even
Dickins' descriptions of these areas fail to picture the
conditions as they flourigshed. The wealthier group were
busy exploiting thase wretched souls for their selfish gain.
These workers had no choice except to labor for the bene-
fit of their employer. To better thelr conditions would
mean to give them sufficient strength perha#ps to rebel. The
factory owners themselves prevented the alleviation of the
evils which preyed upon the worker and prevented any
beneficial legislation from being passed in their favor.
Education for the poor was practically non-existenti.
Children were enslaved for long hours in the unhealthy en-
vironment of foul factories. They were physically and
mentally stunted and were the material which ereated slums.
Vomen too were dravn from their homes to work in the fac-~
tories, and were used for the lighter tasks in the factory
and for unskilled work; they constituted a cheap source

of labor. The poor conditions of the factories combined
with the poor compensation and slum areas,depraved the un-
fortunates and constituted a menance to the nation.

The disorder of the times was reflected in the social
and moral condition of the people. No doubt, the rapidly
growing slums caused by industrial expansion contributed

its share to these conditiona. The change in the sociological
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structure of the population created new problems, which
were a direct result of industrialism. The industrialization
of Zngland brought on an increase of pooulation which was
needed in the building and expansion of England. Then
again, the reaction to the severe and sober Puritanism of
the last century, caused a complete upheaval in the daily
lives of the people. The upper strata too felt the
effects of these changes which were reflected in their
changed ways of living. The emonomic wealth of the
country was naturally increasing because of the new avenues
opened into industry. The transformation from town to
city was responsible for the chaos which was introduced
into English society. The corrupt court and its depraved
minister served as prototypes of the low social and

moral level of the day. Walpole himself lived for many
vears in open adultery. The horrors of gin can very well
be pictured from the statistical reports of 1741. 1In
London alone there were twice as many deaths as births.
This increase of drunkenness brought on an increase in
disease and vice. The lower classes were known to spend
ags much as half of their earnings. Even the upper classes
were not immune to these vices. In 1750, eleven million
gallons of gin were produced. This vice grew to such
dimensions as to constitute a national curse§ In 1742

the government took cognizance of the matter and passed

severe and stringent legislation regulating drink.
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The previous description serves as an introduction
of the degradation of England's social life. Each vice
in its turn created a host of vices. Gambling was so
widespread that Westminister Bridge was bullt almost
entirely from funds raised by lottery. Gambling was the
program of the day. Fortunes were lost and stakes were un-
seemingly high. Even women were indulging in this vice.

Parellel with these conditions was a complete in-
sensitiveness of the people and especially among the higher
circles from whom help was expected. They could look on
horrible scenes without a shudder or attempt to remedy \
the situation. The prisons and jails were of the worst
kind. There were public executions to which a fee was charged

for admission. The poor were uncared for, and the slums

were allowed to exist and grow worse from day to day.

Religion in this period withstood the indictment
levelled against it by the evil social conditions, but
it was attacked on a different front. The church was

made powerless by the various political squabbles which
sapped its strength. The accession of William III who

had 1little sympathy for the Anglican church handicapped
its activities. The church became an institution which

was constantly juggled according to the views of the
politicos, or reigning monarchs and they extended their
patronage to clergymen of their choice. The post refor-
mation period with its complete religious upheaval dealt

the church a terrific blow. It was floundering in the
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sea of confusion created by the impossible impositions made
upon it by Puritanism. The change from country to city,
also helped to weaken the church's strength as the
mainstay of the people. In the village, the church

could account for each individual and socially or otherwise
force him into the religious fold, but in the city it

lost #s influence. We know:gggn today, that the city

is not fertile ground for fostering religion. The inade-
quacy of the church in dealing with the evil conditions

and its failure to help the people weakened its influence.
The rapid growth of crime and vice naturally created a
spirit of indifference in the people.

The most striking blow dealt the church came from the
rationalistic spirit which was dominating the continent.
Skepticism and Deism were undermining the faith in the
church. David Hime, historian and philosopher was an
outstanding skentic. Hatthew Tyndal advocated Delsm in
its most extreme forme. While these controversies were
raging in the higher intellectual spheres, the common man
was left to his own devices. A reaction to these trends
came with the rise of Methodism which intended to offset
the extreme emphasis of raticnalism. Its founder, John
Wesley, preached mysticism and tried to stir the emotions
of the peonle. He and his followers tirelessly travelled
throughout the country into every hamlet,trying to spread

his beliefs. He preached an emotional religion which

could be grasped and felt by the people. Religion became
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a thing of the heart and he imbued the people with this
intangible feeling which defies analysis. He accomplished
his goal,for Methodism took hold of the lower and middle
classes and gave them a new and stronger faith. - By

the end of the century, the results of this program became
visible. Under its impulse the established church began

Lo slowly recover its strength and took a foremost position

in English life.

b.

It is not mere historical coincidence that the rise
of the Jewish community was coeval with the growth of
Bhgland, for the very same factors that were operating
in the building of a greater England wer; also at work
shaping and directing the growth of the Jewish community.
At the beginning of the century, the Jewish community had
already struck roots in English soil. The Sephardim had
three noted Rabbis who had filled their pulpit and at the
opening of the century, the incumbent was the famous
Haham David Nieto. In the year 1699 the Sephardim declded
to build a new synagogue and in 1702 was completed atl
a cost of approximately two thousand seven hundred and
fifty pounds and called it Bemis Marks.

The Ashkenazlm also possessed a synagogue as early

as 166C in St. Helen, hawever, because of their poverty
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and small number, their presence was hardly noticeable and
of no real signficance. The Jews had already suffered
much defamation and degradation at the hands of their
calumners, and they were to contimue to suffer as late

as the nineteenth century. However, the worst was over.
In the year 1689, when the Jewish community was hardly
more than sixty families, there were attempts to levy a
tax upon them of one hundred thousand pounds which was
one~twelfth of the national income. There were attempts
to tax their commercial activities to a ridiculous degree
and there was even a plan to confine all the Jews in =&
Ghetto. In the eighteenth century, although the anti-Jewish
attacks continued, theywere no longer as maniacal or

rabid as previously and there were already hopeful signs
that these troubles would soon come to an end.

The unprecedented growth of the Jewish community dur-
ing the century can be attributed to many causes. As
Manasseh ben Israel foresaw, the persecuted Jews of Eastern
Burope, Bohemia, Moravia, and Poland were constantly
driven from place to place, The mania of persecution
signalized by the Chmelniecki massacres swept like an
epidemic across Europe. These Jews slowly made thelr
way to more peaceful places and many of them after a time
eventually reached the shores of England. The slowly
rising star of England because of its growing sea pawer

and economic supremacy began the transfer of commerce from
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Holland to England. Already with the arrival of william
of Orange, many Jews accompanied him and the bullion
trade was being shifted from Holland to London's markets.
Marranos escaping from the suspicion of Catholic countries
came to London and brought their wealth with them. The
commercial activity which accompanied the Industrial Rev-
olution and the rapidly expanding small merchant class,
could use these foreigners and their business talentse.
The appearanca of new forms of merchandising and business
absorbed these able foreigners to some extent. Although
there were sudden cries of antagonism against the newcomers
they either came from within the Jewish group or from an
insignficant source and soon died out. ;
The Sephardic community, because of its wealth and largl
membership outshone the Ashkenazim at this early date.
Thev had an elaborate system of charitable organizations,
their synagogue, Bevis liarks, was a proud edifice which
created prestige far the Jews. Their attitude towards the
influx of foreign Jews is typical of the same attitude
which prevailed in America when the Ashkenazim arrived in
the 1840's. They might stoop to help these unfortunates,
but they refused to associate or to intermarry with them.
The Sephardim moved in higher circles and were recognized
as the spokesmen for the Jewish community. As the century
progressed and the Ashkenazim were rising in wealth and

importanca, and were soon outnumbering the Sephardim, they

began to take notice of them. They even joined in some
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common cause and the Senhardim and their Babbls might be
called to arbitrate some conflict among the Ashkenazim.

The Sephardim were perhaps instrumental in that the
Jewish community was allowed to grow,relatively speaking ,
unmolested. Indeed they made a fine appearance and front
for the Jews. Iliany members af their community were in the
confidence of the higher officials because of their coﬁ—
mercial adeptness and financial adroitness. They also
contributed to the welfare of the government and helped
the Znglish cauge. Under the reign of William and Mary,
Sir Solomon lledina was their financial advisor and army
contractor. For " hls great services ta the crown, he
was knighted, being the first Jew to receive such honore.
Another member who was a pride and aid to his peonle was
Sampson Gideon. He was a trusted adviser of Walpole and
Pelham. During the invasion of the Pretender to the throne,
Gideon put his fortune at the disposal of the government
and even flaoated a loan for them. Although Gideon divorced
himself from the Jewish community, he remained a firm and
true Jew and when he died, he requested that he be buried
in the o0ld Jewish cemetery.

The Sephardim had a very fine system of communal org-
anization from their early beginnings. As early as 1664,

they already had a Hakam, Jacob Sasportas, whom they
brought to London from Amsterdam. The board of governors

of the community was the Mahamad and their laws were called

Ascamoth, which were styled after the laws of Amsterdam
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and Venlice, Thelr first organization was established to
serve the sick members and probably render the last
services to its members, and it was called the Hebra
Eikkur YHolom.

The Sephardim had a very efficient financial system
and found no trouble in raising funds. They taxed all the
meat that was sold at one farthing per pound and laid
a tax upon all goods bought or sold by their memberse.

The $Sephardim looked down upon the immigrant Ashkena-
zim and would have very little intercourse with them.

They might distribute some alms amongst them, and at

first this was the extent of their interest in the Ashkena-
zim. According to their Ascamoth anyone could be admitted
to the coﬁmunity upon the approval of the Mahamad. In
fact, Benjamin Levy, a wealthy Hamburg Jew who came to
London in 1670 was & member of the Sephardim for twenty
years, until the Ashkenazim organized their own synagogue.

The inquisition in Portugal at the end of the century
as well as the wars in Belgrade, brought many Sephardim
to the shores of England and the community increased
considerably. In 1699 they decided to builld a new synagogue
and in 1702, it was consecrated and called Bevis Markse.

With the arrival of David Nieto in 1701, as Hakam
of the Sephardim their community took on a new cultural
life. Nieto, who was not only a Rabbi, but also a physiclan,

was very active in intellectual circles and a prolific



- 27 -

writer. However, even amongst the Sephardim, a rabbl's
life was not a bed of roses, and he was accused of express-
ing himself in favor of Spinozism in one of his sermons.
This conflict divided the community and the case was
referred to the Beth Din in Amsterdam, whose opinion was
ignored because they were accused of prejudice, and then

to the Sephardim in Hamburg. The Hamburg Mahamad appealed
to Zevi Ashkenazi for a decision and it was he who vindica-
ted [lieto from these charges.

During the first half of the century the Sephardiec
community grew and prospered. They had a very fine organiza
tion and presented a very fine appearance. They had a
hospital for the poor, and even had a society for providing
poor brides with dowry. But in spite of its preténtiousness
the community was torn by internal dissension. The kahamad
was dictatorial in its control of c¢ommunal affairs and
would brook no opposition. The problem of Shehitah was
very distressing and almost created a secession. Conver=-
sions were becoming increasingly notorious, and many Sephar-
dim seceded from the community and seversd their relations.
This created a problem of ever-increasing proportions, and
threatened the entire community.

The relations between the Sephardim and Ashkenazim were
quite tolerable. When the Jewish question was discussed
in 1746, a committee of the Sephardim were organized to pro—

tect the interests of the Jews in Great Britain and Ireland.

The Ashkenazim were later invited to Join this group. fthen
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the Ashkenazic congregation were divided, the Sephardim
would usually be called in as an impartial judge in the
matter? It seems that the efforts for united action
however came from the Ashkenazic side. They looked with

a great deal of admiration and respect upon their wealthier
and Angliclized brethren. When the Shehitah plan was
proposed the Ashkenazim were requested to join which they
refused, because they wanted to maintain their autonomy?
The same situation occurred when a united plan for relief
was organizeé?

Towards the end of the century the Ashkenazim began
to eclipse the 3ephardim. In time, many Ashkenazim
achieved wealth and became important even in the higher
non=-Jewish circles. While the Ashkenazim were continually
inereasing, the Sephardim remained at a status quo, or were
even diminishing. The breach between these two groups
instead of healing became wider and wider. Intermarriage
between them was now unthought of whereas previously
tolerated. In one case where a man requested the Mahamad
to marry an Ashkenazi, they gave him such permission but
under embarrassing conditions.

Throughout the century the Sephardim were vitally
interested in their co-religionists all over Europe and in
the colonies.

They were quite active in ransoming captives and lent

money to distressed Sephardic communities which very often

was not repaid. The beginning of the ninetesnth century
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witnessed them receding to the background and the Ashkenazim
slowly moved to the forsefront.

As the Jews gained positions of eminence, a danger
which was constantly lurking in their midst became more
threatening. There were still some disabilities which
prevented the Jews from reaching the rank they rightfully
deserved and earned. As usual, there was internal sirife
and dissension which was distasteful and vulgar. Petty
quarrels and spiteful quibbles flared into raging contro-
versies and secession movements. Even the Sephardim were
embroiled in strife. Under ordinary conditions, such
sitvuations would be tolerated and hushed up. However,
when a Jew harbored the desire to go over Into the
Christian camp, because af the unlimited apportunities open
to him as a Christian, he could seize upon no better
pretext than pointing with disgust to the internal disunion.
when Isaac D!Israell wanted to give hischildren an oppor-
tunity to achieve the position they deserved he severed
relations with the Sephardim because,as he stated, they
fined him when he refused to become a Parnass, which he
thought was guite unusual. Ricardo, another famous man,
alsao 1left the fold of the Jewish community as a youth when

he saw the glittering opportunities which he might obtain
11

if he accepted Chrigtianity. Picciotto says that inter-

marriage was one of thse great causes for many conversions.

It is, interesting to notice that mogt of the conversions



occurred among the wealthier Sephardim. They were better
integrated in English 1life and could associate with
gentile friends. This closer intercourse with Christian
friends was a factor in the desire of these Sephardim

to become converted. The Ashkenazim as'Picciotto says
were busy with their business enterprises, their families
and their synagogues. Another source of trouble was the
fact that Jewish boys were sent to fashionable English
schools and the only way to galn entrance and completa
acceptance into the circles which they had already met
and probably enjoyed, was the baptismal font.

The unmitigated stubbornness as in the case of D!
Israeli, also estranged many Jews. The authority of the
Jewish community was weakening. There were many factors
which were undermining the old atringent religious faith
and authority. The growing spirit of rationalism, the
mechanistic approach ta the universe, the chaos caused by
the Industrial Revolution were contributive factors tao the
weakening of the religious influence. The Jewish community
which was built on the basis of religious authority was
slowly losing ground, because its foundations were beginn-
ing to crumble. The Ashkenazic community which was begom-
ing a dominant force in English life was too heterogeneous

to form a close well=knit body, with the result that dis-

12
intagration was creeping into communal life.

One of the most urgent desires of English Jewry which
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mist have struck a disillusioning blow to many and
which weakened the force of Judaism were the many disabili-
ties that persevered in this century.

The long road to toleration and ultimately eman-
cipation began with the struggle of the Jews to achleve
citizenship by naturalization.

In 1740 a naturalization act was proposed which
aimed to remove the obstacles inherent in the legislation
of 1609, which prevented any Jewfrom becoming a citizen
unless he became a Christian, and the law of 1663,
which only allowed those Jews who had been engaged in
flax or cotton manufacture in the colonies for thres
vears to become naturalized citizens. This law was
obviously enacted to promote the cotton industry which
was becoming the economic backbone of the country. Mem-
bers of the Jewish faith were now to be exempt from re-
ceiving the sacrament as a condition of naturalization
and were permitted to omit the phrase, "and the true

faith of a Christian,"™ from the oath of abjuration.

About two hundred Jews, the majority of them from
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Jamaica availed themselves of this opportunity and became
English citizens. The apparent acceptance of this step

in the emancipation of the Jew by the English populace,

and the advantages the wWhig party gained from the Jews,

led the party under the leadership of Pelham to propose

and pass another bill in 1753 which offered the Jews a
greater opportunity and wider leniency to become citizens.
It must not be thought that this bill was a manifestation
of an unrestricted spirit of friendship and tolerance
towards the Jews. One of the provisions in the bill wag
that a Jew was barred from purchasing or inheriting an
vadvowson or rizht of patronage or presentation or any
other right or interest whatsoever In any benefice, pre-
hend or other ecclesiastical living or promotion in school
or hospital." A netition signed by two hundred influential
merchants, manufacturers, and men interested in the shipping
industry, enumerated the manifeold benefits to be derived

by granting the Jews these rights. On the other hand, the
corporaticn of London, under the leadership of the Lord
Mayor, Sir Crespe Gascolgne, bewailed the calamities thnat
would befall the country if this bill were passed. He des-

cribed the great economic misfortune and contamination af
Christianity which would occur if these foreigners wers
given full rights of citizenship. In reality, while the

big firms and merchants had much to gain from the entry of

new capital, the small London merchants had much to fear



from the competition and business rivalry of these new-
comers. Already they had experienced the competition

of the Jews who were in the country only a short time,

and they feared that the new privileges would encourage
new immigrants and create greater competition. Aafter

much heated debate in Parliament the bhill was passed.

This legislation gave rise to a violent campaign of Jew~
baiting which cropped up throughout the country. Rumors
were spread that poor Jews would flood the country, tha
Jews would gather all the wealth and purchase all the
lands, the Jews would seize all the governmental positions
and the opponents of this measure went so far as to say
that this bill was a contradiction of the Biblical tradition
that the Jews must be scattered over the face of the earth
and must not be allowed to congregate in one place until
they return from their infidelity. Appeals to reason and
the presentation of actual facts were useless and in vain.
The members of Parliament, amazed and frightened by this
torrent of popular opposition met in 1754, and at their
first session repealed their previous legislation. In

the House of Commons similar action was taken and the

bill was made null and void. The agitation against the
Jews was so strong that an attempt was even made to repeal

the small concessions of the Act of 1740; however, Pitt

and Pelham succeeded in defeating this proposal. It was
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very fortunate that the repeal of this bill 4id not have
any serious repercussions but quite to the contrary, the
Jews were indirectly granted some concessions and Jewish
life resumed its natural course,

Until 1753, the marriage laws of England were in an
unsettled state. The lack of a system of registration and
recording of marriages led to many abuses. Since marriages
were Ilndissoluble, unscrupulous individuals would dupe
wealthy maidens into an undesirable marriage much to the
shame and embarrassment of the family. All sorts of
irregularities were practiced by unscrupulous clergymen and
the lack of records made it impossible to check these
fraudulent unions. These @vils were but another manifesta-

13
tion of the immorality of the day.

In 1753, Lord Hardwicke framed legislation designed
to plug the loopholes in the lawe A bill was snacted’
which made a marriage valid and legal, only if it was
solemnized by an authorized priest in ordergsand that
notices of the forthcoming event were published or announced
in church for three guccessive Sundays. This bill explicit-
ly stated that these laws were not applicable to Quakers

or to Jews. Technically, this law was meant to exclude

the valldity of Jewish marriages. However, as the opinions
about the Jews became more favorable, this law was inter-
preted in their favor. It meant that Jewish marri ages

although not solemnized by a priest were valid, This
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was the interpretation given by Lord Stowell in many
divorce cases. About 1790, bhefore he acted on a divorce
proceedings, he referred the case to the Beth Din to ascer-
tain their opinions on the legality of these weddings
based on Jewish law%4
This same Lord Hardwicke, whose legislation was
unfavorable towards the Jews, declared in 1744 that the
will of Elias de Paz who left a legacy of itwelve hundred
pounds for the maintainance of a Yeshiva, to study Torah
was invalid. He ruled that the establishment of such
ingtitvtion was for superstitious purposes and therefore
such will was null and vold. Instead the money was confis-
cated and was diverted towards the bullding of a Foundling
hospital. Another such incident was repeated in 1786,
when a legacy of forty pounds per annum for the maintainance
of the synagogue in lMagpye Alley was considered invalid.
It seems that as late as the last gquarter of this century
there was a tinge of prejudice against the Jew in some
courts and there were attempt to dlslodge or at least to
prevent the Jew from permanent establishment in the country.
The colonial empire of England offered the Jew
wide commercial opportunitlies and in some cases, an escape
from restrictions and persecution which might have appealed
to London Jewry. When Oglethorpe organized his company
to settle in Georgia, the Sephardic community thought that

it might be a solution to the problem oreated by the East



I e I R e =

“EE -

European immigrants. The Sephardic Salvador family

had no interest in this company and besides their sincere
interest in the immigration problem they were alsa
interested in the financial advantages that these Jews
might create. The first group of Jewish colonists were
Sephardim who went to seek their fortune with the company.
T@e second group of colanists were these poor Ashkenazim

who were 50 numerous that they constituted a third of

all the colonists. 0QOglethorpe was very liberal and admitted

these newcomers but the office in London was displeased
and ordered Qglethorpe to discourage any new Jewish
gsettlers. Oglethorpe ignored these orders and was very
kind to the Jews. The first white child born in the
Georgla colony in 1734 was a Jew%s

Another plan was made to found & Jewish colony in
Georgla and later in South Carolina but it failed.

The revolution in America was of great concern to
London Jewry. The rupture between the colonies and
England caused great financial distress. Habbi Schiff16
complains that his emoluments were curtailed because of
the crisis. It is interesting to note that some Jews,
in spite of thelr lossea, were of the belief that the
colonial cause was just. Reverend Emanuel Carajavel
was threateried with the charge of high treason because

of his sympathy with the colonists. He later emigrated to

America and gerved as a minister in New York, Charleston,
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and FPhiladelphia.

The London Sephardim also aided the building of the
Tirst synagogue in New York and contributed liberally to
the cause. They also assumed the task of choosing
proper Chasanim for their co-religionists and helped in
sending them abroad.

The first sign of adjustment and permanancy of a
newly founded Jewish community is their literary output.
Wwhen a people reach the stage where they find the need
of perpetuating their culture and disseminating their
literature, then we can be reascnably sure that the
community is in a healthy condition. It is indeed guite
unfortunate that the first literary production of the
London press symbolized the early strife which rent
asunder the Jewish communitye.

The printing of Hebrew books began about 1704 and
continued with same regularity until the death of Rabbi
David Nieto in 1728!‘q;hen there was a lapse for forty
years and the printing of Hebrew books were again resumed.
Mast of the books that were printed were mainly liturgical
works, and were printed by a non-Jew, Thomas Illive, who
was commissioned to bring the Hebrew type from Amsterdam.
Roth surmises that the lack af a Jewish press can be
attributed to the anti-Jewish attitudes prevalent during

these times, However, in 1770, a new type was brought

to Landon by Moses ben Gershon and others, and they set it
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up at a non-Jewish printer's establishment owned by William
Tooke. This accounte for the lapse in printing Jewish
books, after David Nieto's death and the resumption in
1770. llargoliouth, who lived much closer to this period,
renorts that already in 1767, the Jews were in possession
of a number of Hebrew printing presses; one under the
auspices of the Sephardim, the other under the ausgpices
of the Ashkenazim{7 The first Hebrew book was printed
by Rabbi Uril Pheebus, who excomminicated Mardecal Ham-
burger in the famous divorce praceedings and published
the defense of his attitude in a book called "Urim
and Tumim." This defense did not go unanswered, and
Hollescha}lB wrote a similar book *Maase Rah™ in defense
of his actions.19 This book howevar, had to be published
in amsierdam because i1t was directed against the official=-
dom of the community.zo The "Urim and Tuming® is a badly
printed book, containing many typogravhical errors since
it was the first book, but it contains very few important
facts which are of historical value. In the same year,
the Hebrew Praofessor at Oxford, Rabbi Isaac Abendana
published the "Discourse of the Ecclesiastical Polity of
the Jews" in English. This book received a favorable
reception from Christian scholars.

The second Hebrew book printed was the'"Mateh Dann

by David Nieto in 1714. This book was a polemic against

the Karaites and their denial of the oral law,

In 1715, Rabbi Joseph Irgas published a book called



= 5 .

"Tohaghath Meguleh? This book informs us that the print-
ing of the Hebrew books was done by a Christian printer
and that there were not as yet any Jewish printerse.

In 1715, David iieto published another book, a
"Esh Dot" in Hebrew and Spanish which was a polemic against
Hayyun of Amsterdam and his Sabbatianism.

In 1722, the "Jew's Gatechigm" was reprinted to
teach the children and "initiate them Into the knowledge
of God and the laws of nature.® This book was originally
written by Rabbi aAbraham Jagel under the title of "Good
Advice" and translated into Latin and then into English
in 1680.

With the death of David Nieto the printing of Hebrew
books came to a halt and was resumed in 1770Q. Uargouliouth
states that until 1767, there were no Jewish oresses pro-
bably because of some restrictions ar surreptitious
suappression.

The printing that was done from 1770 to the end of
the century were mainly liturgical works, which were
published te fill the local needs.

Attempts were made to establish congregations in

other cities besides London. These congregations were
formed by the Jews who hawked their wares over the
countryside, but they did nat last very long. These
groups were transient and did not attempt to establish

themselves permanently. It was perheps the wish of these



people to ultimately return to London and pursue their
trade amongst their brethrene.

This the Jewish community lived through the sighteentn
century with its trials and hardships,which are the lot
and portion of the pioneering Jew. The Jewish population
grew in numbers and influence and was ready and pre-

pared to face the new centurye.
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Chapter Two

The Social and Cultural History

of the

Anglo=-Ashkenazic Codmunity

of the

Eighteenth Century

The eighteenth century witnessed the growth of
the Anglo-Ashkenazlc community from its cradle to
maturity. At the time of the reentry of Charless II,
the Jewish community in London consisted of thirty-
five families. The Sephardim, who were mainly HMarranos
who threw off the guise of their Catholicism after the
Restoration, constituted the majority of the thirty-
five families. They already had a well-defined and
systemitized communal organization designed to take
care of their needs. There were also a few Ashkenazim
but very 1ittle is known about them except that "they
had a synagogue in St. Helen and a Rabbi named lMeir.™ S
Doubtlessly this was just a private minyan and a layman
officiated at the services.

Although many Ashkenazim emigrated to London, before

the eighteenth century, we find very few references to

their community. With the increasing persecutions in



- 42

EBastern Europe which spread like a contagious epidemic over
the continent, a steady stream of these immigrants made
thelr way to London. The Chmelniecki magsacres were

the beginnings of a series of pogroms which achoed
throughout Europe.

These successive waves of pogroms caused the Jewish
population to shift almost overnight. Thousands of Jews
were uprooted from their homes and wandered from city
to city and even from country to country before they
could find some place of refuge where they were allowed
to stay and settle..

The earliest group migration of Ashkenazim came with
the arrival of Wwilliam of Orange on English soil.

The Duteh Jews, particularly the Ashkenazim supported him
financially and he was inclined favorably towards the

Jews. Ultimately,these Jews,were in all probability,

)
followed by other immigrants from Holland who fled there
during the persecutions and settled there only temporarily.
There was also an influx of Marranos, but these

Sephardim either came to rich relatives ar brought part

of their fortunes with them. The Ashkenazim who arrived
and those who were to come in the future, were usually
penniless, having been strioped of all their possessions

during the massacres. They were sent wandering from

22
one community to another by the usual "ab‘ertigengeld'*



methods which prevailed in the Jewish community.
Wanderers were not very welcome and were usually given
enough money and sent off to the next community.

As the century progressed and the persecutions of
the Jews cropped up each time in different places, the
stream of refugees became heavier and heavier. Already
in 1690, restrictive measures were imposed upon Jewish
immigration which allowed the community to gradually
adjust itself to the rapidly growing population. The
increasing number af paupers alarmed the Sephardim for
they not only had to contribute heavily towards the re-
lief of these poverty-stricken immigrants, but they were
afraid lest these motley Jews would create a bad impression
and perhaps harm the welfare and comparative tranquility
of the Jews. This condition was observad by the Court of
Aldermen in London or was brought to their attention
by the Sephardim who did not feel themselves duty-bound
to care for the Ashkenazim for whom they had a healthy
dislike. Consequently a law was passed that no Jew
"without good estate” would be allowed to reside in Lon-
don. Hyamaon? thinks that his law had a good effact
upon the Jewish community. Now, these rnew immigrants could
not hamper the growth of the community by becoming toa

great a financial burden. I[joreover, they were not only

Prevented from becoming a public eyesors, but they were
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forced to comb the countryside to seek a livlihood and
to establish provinclal congregations such as Portsmouth
and Hull. The result was that in 1690 only one~fourth
of a community of four hundred were receiving charity.23
Wwe mast not think that the entire Ashkenazic community were
paupers for there were also a number of wealthy Jews amongst
them. They were merchants from the port of Hamburg,
through which English trade with Germany flowed, who
envisaged a new and unexploited field of operations as their
economic system of the country was expanding, and trans-
ferred their firms to Londen. They braought with them
the traditions and customs of their native city and continued
to live in the same style and fashion as in Hamburg.
Already at this early date, they employed fine Habbis as
private tutors ta thair children.24

It is very interesting to make a comparison between
the early Ashkenazic community at the beginning of this
century and how it changed and appeared at the end of the
century. The early Ashkenazim inherited all the pettiness
and evils of the continental Jewish community. Fortunately,

at the end of the eighteenth century, the community took

on a different and more modern form and became the fore-
runner of the present day Jewish community.

The following incidentjwhich resulted in the resigna-
tion of the Ashkenazic Rabbi and the founding of the Hambrg

synagogue,illustrates that the early Jewish community was



at first only a continuation of the typical continental
community with its dictators, hatred, and dissension.

It gives us an intimate picture of the communal life

and organization which rapidly perished before more pro-
gressive forces.

If a spirit of liberalism and democracy was slowly
gaining ground and coming to the forefront, it certainly
hadn't reached the Ghetto. The communal affairs and
activities were dictated by a ruling clique or an indi-
vidual tyrant, whose only claim to leadership lay in his
wealth and unscrupulousness. These quallties were inherenh
in R. Abraham of Hamburg more intimately known as Reb
Aberle, and consequently he was the Parnass af the Ash-
kenazim. DBecause of his wealth and influence he was also
not without power even amongst the Sephardime. The first
one to feel the wrath of Reh Aberle's indomitable will
was the Rabbi ’'J@huda Loeb Anschel of Hamburge. Since the
Rabbi was the civil and religious head of the community,
it is not difficult to understand why Reb Aberle chose the
Rabbi as his victim. Some difference of opinion must have
arisen and Reb Aberle decided that the Rabbi must goe
Using the foulest means at his disposal, Eeb Aberle hired
some agent, most probably the sexton, t¢ cut one tzitzah
af the Rabbi's Talls, as he was about to wear it. Immed-

lately, a rumor was spread that the Rabbi wes wearing an

invalid Talis and that he was negligent in his ritual
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and failed to examine his Talig as every good Jew should
do, before putting it on. The Rabbi declared a cherem in
an attempt to find the culprit, but his work was in vain,
for Reb Aberle had =mccomplished his purpose in discredit-
ing the Rabbi and there was nothing left to do but leave.
This was probably the culmination of a series of morti-
fications and the Rabbi left.

In the year 1705, Url Phoebus and his brother,
sons of a noted and wealthy Jew, Naftali Herz Hamburger
of Breslau came to London as a result of the expulsion
of the Jews by the Council of Breslau in 1697. Uri
Phoebus, was a well-learned man with a fine Talmudical
training, who married into an illustrious rabbinical
family, and was at one time head of a Yeshliva in Poland.
Uri Phoebus, who because of his reputation and his familial
ties with the most influential Ashkenazim in London was
the logical successor. Doubtlessly, he also had a part
in the systematic persecution of the former Rabbi, but to
show his unselfishness, he promised the retiring Rabbi
that he would not accept the vacant pulpit, at least for
three years and fortified his resolution with an ocath. He

soon forgot his pledge, probably upon the insistence of
Reb Aberle, and within a short time he became the Rabbi.
In the meantime, some members of the community were dis-~

gusted with the state of affairs, empecially Marcus Mys6s,
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the son-in-law of Gluckel of Hameln, and shied away from
the whole mess. Reb Aberle suspected them of secessionist
tendencies and urged the new Rabbi, Url Phoebus,to decree
a cherem on anyone who intended to separate or secede from
the community. Other Rabbis, who dwelt in the community,
most prominent amonget them Jochanan Holleschau, were
induced to append their names to this document.

Evil and crime have a way of reappearing to plague
their perpertrator and within a year, in 1706, Reb
Aberle was again embroiled in a new conflict, and this
time he was on the losing side. A wealthy Jew, Asher
Angel Cohen, gambled away his fortune and accumulated «
heavy debt which he could not repay. The only way he
could escape the dire consequences of his default and
bankruptcy, was to escape to the West Indies, where he
could not be molested. Iﬁ accordance with Jewish custom,
he gave his wife a conditional divorce, which would
become valid if he failed to return from his proposed
venture. The family conspired to conceal this scandal and
the divorce proceedings were held in complete secrecy.

Uri Phoebus presided at the proceedings and the Sephardie

scribe, De Silva, wrote the divorce. The Ashkenazic scribe,

Reb Aaron was not called in on this case, becauss his
son-in-~law was alsq ruined by Cohen's gambling and it was
felt that Reb Aaran might reveal the whole scandal.

In spite of all the precautions, the secret leaked out
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and caused a tumult in the community. Here was the oppor-
tunity for Reb Aberle's enemies to settle an old score.
The legality of the divorce was decried by Mordecai Ham~
burger, also known as Moses Marcus, because of the unusual
procedure of the case and because he was convinced that
the Sephardic scribe could not have written a perfect

bill of divorce, for this was an exacting task which
required a great amount of learning and experience. He
denounced the entire proceedings as a fraud and swindle.
This was indeed a serious charge, for in traditional
Judaism, a divorce is considered a very important case
which involved many intricacies and technicalities of
Jewish law. The c¢ase soon became notorious, and Uri
Phoebus and his sponsor Reb Aberle felt the full brunt

of the attack and were confronted with the displeasurs

of the entire community. 1In addition, after hearing all
the commotion aroused by this divorce, the divorcee became
very disconsolate because she felt that she had been tricked
and was unprotected. Her wailing and bickering also helped
to add fuel to the fire and Reb Aberle and his Rabbi

25
were in unpleasant straits.

Uri Phoebus did not allow the attack to go unan-
swered and availed himself of a legal precedent to gilence
the accusations of lordecal Hamburger. Since the times of
Rabbenu Tam a Takkanah is in force that anyone, who

objects to the validity of a divorce after it is published,
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is liable to be excommunicated. Mordecai Hamburger was
informed of this possibility if he would not cease his
vituperations. But he refused to listen and even refused
to appear before an impartial Beth Din which included
two 3ephardim whom Hamburger himself at one time had
declared were the only Jjudges capable of trying this case.
It must be said in ais favor, that Uri Phoebus was one
of the judges, hence he had good reason to absent himself.
lievertheless, Hamburger lost his opportunity to settle this
matter and life was made very uncomfortable for him.
Hamburger was not daunted and he resorted to a subter-
fuge and with the aid of his children's teacher and his
counselor, the well-known Jochanan Holleschau, he per-
suaded Uri Phoebus to give him a copy of the witnessés!
devositions, agreeging to submit to the lesser cherem of
thirty days. Uri Phoebus, regretted the entire incident
and was moved by the remorse of Hamburger and even promised
to have him called to the Torah on the High Holidays. As
soon ags Hamburger obtained the documents, he wrote a
letter to his famous brother, R. Hendle, in Hamburg des-
cribing his plight and asking him for help in this matter.
During this entire controversy, Reb Aberle was absent
from London and upon his return, Uri Phoebus lost his mild

manner and acted differently. No doubt, Reb Aberle rea-

lizing the gravity of the situation saw an opportunity to



bring down the full pﬁnishment of the law upon the head
of Hamburger and administer the final devastating blow.
Jochanan Holleschau was advised to stay out of the case
and Hamburger was ostracized from the community. His
buSinéss suffered, and nobody would speak to him, even
the poor couldn't come to his house for charity. Uri
Phoebus, upon the advice of Rabbi Loeb Charif of Amster-
dam and David Lieto, fulfilled his promise and Hamburger
was called to the Torah and after that the ban was con-
tinued in full force. During the festival of Tabernacles,
there was only one Essrog in London and Hamburger was denied
the privilege of its ritual use. Even his granddaughter,
who was born during this-time, could not officially be
given a name in the synagogue.

In the meantime, Hamburger's letter t0o his brother,
Hendle, brought some favorable results. Hendle brought
hig brother's urgent plea before Hakam Zevl Ashkenazi
requesting him to intervene in this matter. Zevi Ashkenazi
realized the plight of Mordecai Hamburger,who was belng
subjected to the rigors of the law only because of the
hate and bitterness of Reb Aberle. Immediately, he
wrote a letter to London declaring that the decree of
Rabbenu Tam had not been properly used,and hence Mordecai
Hamburger was reieased from the ban.

Reb Aberle was stunned by zevi.Ashkenazils decision.

loreover, sven Rabbi Loeb Charif of Amsterdam, who had been



conéulted in this matter was also of the opinion that a
cherem was too harsh a punishment for such offense. Reb
Aberle could not allow his authority to be challenged
and he persuaded Uri Phoebus to continue the ban in spite
of all the authoritative decisions which had declared it
null and void. He even made an entry in the Pinkos that
when Hamburger died he was not allowed to receive a proper
Jewish burial.

There verdicts in favor of Hamburger gave him new
confidence. The ban had almost ruined him financially,
fer while it was in force no one could transact any
business with him and every Jew avoided him socially.
If it were not for the Sephardim who took no notice of
these squabbles and continued their relations with
Hamburger, he would have been completely lost. Now that he
had been vindicated he decided to break the power of Reb
Aberle. He opened a synagogue in his house and R. Jochanan
Holleschau, who was his counsellor in this casgse, became
the first Rabbi. A parcel of groungigurchased for use
as a cemetery and now the secession was complete: for

as we have stated, the only thing that held a Jew within

the folds of the Jewish community was the fear that he
would not be buried as a Jew. Now the separation was com-

plete.
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Fate was not kind to either of the contesting
parties. Both lost their fortunes and became quite poor.
ﬁamburger vwas forced to depart for the East Indles where
he tried to regain higs fortune, which he did and unon
his return he carried out his project and organized the
Hambro Synagoguarf6

Aaron Hart or Uri Phoebus died in 1756 and he was
followed by Hirsch Lobel or Lewin, also known as Hart
Lyon, a grandson of Zevil Ashkenaczi.

Zevi Ashkenazi wes considered very highly among the
Jewries of Europe and was consulted by the Jews of London,
even the Sephardim, on many occasions. When David HNieto,
the Sephardic Hakam was accused of Spinozism, it was
Ashkenazit®s ward which stood him in good stead. In the
Aberle and Hamburger case, Ashkenazit's intervention settled
an issue which might have resulted in even greater scandal.
After this controversy in 1714, Ashkenazi vislted London
and was accorded a tremedous reception. The Sephardim
were aqually impressed by this sage and gave him a gift
of five hundred pounds which he accepted with great raluc-
tance.

As goon as Lobel assumed his post, a Sephardic Jew,
Kinchi came to him and asked him to intervene in a
controversy raging amongst the Sephardim concerning

Shechita. KXimchi had appeared before the Sephardi Beth
Din with complaints against the validity of the Sephardic
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Shochetim and he was rebuffed. He asked Lobel to investi-
Zate the matter which he alsc refused. Then Lobel in

turn became the object of Kimchi's wrath and he was in-
sulted and ridiculed by Kimchi.

In 1761, a new congregation known as the New Synagogue
was formed but not without the censure and reprobation of
the other existing synagogues.

The Jewry of London had outgrown the capacity of the
existing two synagogues and a group of Jews decided ta
form another synagogue at Bricklayer's Hall on Leadenhall
Street. This secession seems to have been an offshoot
from the Great Synagogue. It was not caused by any
grievance or disagreement, but was a practical necessity
becavse of the increasing Jewish population. The executives
of the Great Synagogue were hostile to this new synagogue,
for they felt that it was a threat toe the welfare of the
synagogue and the community. On August 19, 1761, the
executive bady formulated a resolution which was read in
the Great Synagogue and a copy was sent to the Sephardic
community. The resolution warned the Jewlsh people not
to join the group and stated that the Rabbi of the Great
Synagogue will not officiate at any religious ceremony

or ritual, as wedding, ecircumcisions, etc., for those
Jews who are members of the New Synagogue. The secession-
ists did not take these words to heart, and on June 1762,

the building of the New Synagogue was begun. The members
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of the Great Synagogue were awakened to their needs by the
building of the New Synagogue and they also decided to
enlarge their synagogue. In 1763 a sum of two thousand
pounds was raised and an adjoining parcel of land was
bought for this purpose.

At first the spirit of antagonlsm was very strong
but as time passed, the relatlons between them becama
normal. In fact in 1792 when the Great Synagogune was
without a Rabbi they even availed themselves of the services
of the Dayan of the New‘.Synagogue indicating that at this
time, the liew Synagogue had achieved equal status with
the existing congregationse.

The vacancy left by Rabbl Lobel or Hart Lyons was
filled by R. David Tevele Schiff from Frankfort A.M.
At the same time another Rabbi, Meshullam Zalman, a son
of Jacob Emden, the famous controversialist, was elected
as the Rabbi of Hambro Synagogue. The original plan
had been to have one rabbl for both synagogues, but
the disagreement was toa great to effect such union. In
the usual manner which occurs even in modern day, both
rabbis called themselves, "Chief Rabbl of London and pro=-
vinces."

The increase of Ashkenazi population did not bring
an increase in wealth but on the contrary, the number of
paupers were averwhelming. The Great Synagogue found itself

in such inconvenient financial straits that they even de-
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cided to obtain a mortgage on the building in order to be
able to cover their liabilities.

During the middlq of the century the persecutions of
the Jews in many parts of Europe drove flocks of Jews from
their homee into wandering. The Lisbon eérthquake in
1753 drove many llarranos to England, but they were negli-
gible compnared to the aAshkenagzic influx. The expulsion
of the Breslau Jews, the partition of Poland in 1772 which
followed the Polish wars of 1768, and the Bohemian massacres

increased the number of refugees and subsequently the
number of immigrants into London. The immigrants sought
to come to England for many reasons. There were na restric-
tive laws against the Jews which prevented them from settling
there. The country was expanding industrially and offsred
many opportunities for petty tradesmen. Thus, by 1753,
the Jewish population had risen to eight thousand soulse.

The rapid growth of population created a serious
social problem. In 1771, the executives of the Great
Synagogue decided ta refuse to help immigrants who could
not show good cause why they left their homes?7 They
did not stem the tide of newcomsrs and finally after a
serious crime was committed, the government investigated
this matter and brought it before the Jewish authorities,
The Jews renlied that the Polish uprisings created these

refugees and since there were no restrictions nothing c¢ould

be done. The government issued a law stating that no Jew
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should be admitted unless they hﬁd a passport and had
paid their full passage fare. There was a system whereby
an immigrant could obtain passage at a reduced fare which
enabled these impoverished Jews to come to England. The
gsituation was so bad, that the Lord Hayor of London tried
to rid London of Jews and even offered to pay the expenses
of anvone who wanted to return to their native country.
The miserable conditions of these Jews was climaxed

by a heinous crime committed Dy a band of Jewish scamps

and the entire situation was at last brought right to the
threshold of the prominent Jews. In 1771, a band of six
Jews committed numerous crimes and even a murder which
received great publicity and caused a great deal of anxietly
for the Jewish community. The entire incident was spread
out on the pages of London's newspapers and created a sen=-
sation. The Jews attempted to counteract this adverse
publicity by issuing a statement to the press declaring
that these criminals were unworthy of the name Jew, and
that they were excommunicated from the Jewish fold and would
not receive Jewish burial nor any other religious rites.

In addition to disclaiming these Jews, the Jews set out
to search for the miscreants. Fortunately, one of the
criminals came to the officials of the New Synagogue asking
for immediate help for he was forced to leave the 1slang

immediately. This created some suspicion and after invesgti-

gation the whole gang was caught and they were turned over
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to justice. This indeed created a favorable impression
for the Jews and counteracted the bad publicity. Even
the magistrate, Sir John Fielding, praised the efforts
of the Jews and helped to exonerate the community from
any blame., This was not the first time that criminals
had besmirched the good Jewish name. There were other
cases which caused great tumult. In 1740, a Jew was hanged
and in 1752, the case of a Polish Jew, Henry Simons
created a sensation and two pamphlets which received a
wide circulation villified the Jews. Even these serlous
events did not stir the Jews to action and the evil social
conditions continued to exist.

The appalling miserty, poverty, and crime that lurked
amidst the Ashkenazic community was the result of the neglec.
and indifference of the Ashkenazic communal leaders and
the wealthier members of the community. The Ashkenazic
immigrants were, for the most part, paupers who had fled
persecution and oppression. Lost of them landed on the
shores of England without any means of subsistence. They
had recently fled the German Ghettos and the Polish village,
and were unacquainted with the country and its language
and customs, and above all, they lacked any profession or
trade with which to earn a living. W®while the Sephardic
. community had developed an elaborate system of charitable

assistance which no doudt took care of some Ashkenazim, the

Ashkehazic community hardly possessed any relief organi=-

Zation. They organized an 1nefficient Talmud Torah in
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1732, and an association for clothing orphaned children

and the Hahnasat Brit soclety, which did very little

to alter the situation. Unlike the Sephardim, the Ashkenazim
had not orovided any soclieties for the reorientation of the
newly arrived immigrant. They did not organize any

society to helv the apprenticing of unskilled men to master
artisans, or provide means whereby a poor man could borrow
funds to set himself up in a respectable business or occupa-
tion. The Sephardic community possessed such institutions
which were functioning at this time and should have sgerved
as models to the rapidly growing Ashkenazic community, but
the indifference of the a&?uent Ashkenazim allowed this
situation to continually grow worse. They were perhaps

too concerned with themselves trying to amass fortunes or
were scattering their money in attempts to galn the good-
will and friendship of their Christian neighbors and achieve
a small measure of fame. In a sense one cannot place the
entire blame fof this anarchical condition at the door of
the Ashkenazim. The charitable organizations of the Sephardinm,
which encompassed almost every phase of soclal service in-
hibited the growth of an Ashkenazic system of charity. The
Sephardim took care of some of the poor Ashkenazim as a
gesture of their benevolence and even showed condescendsion
to the poorer brethren. The Ashkenazim perhaps were not

too rich and were willing to allow their over-wealthy Sephar-

dic co-religlonistashare the burden for they had too much

money anyway. We can see how this might have creatsd a
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social lethargy among the Ashkenazim and forestalled the
development of their own institutions. Yet in some
instances, in the latter part of the century, when the
Ashkenazim became the predominant group, they were impressed
by the activities of the Sephardim, and at times followed
their example and initiated similar projects. These new
projects were merely compéetitive imitationg rather than
attemnts to remedy the ubigquitous evils. The bewildered
immigrant left to his sorry plight had no other choice

but to seek the easiest way out of his miserable circumstaces.
He elther became a hawker and travelled throughout the
countryside neddling his wares, or made his home in the
noorer section of the city and became a contributor to

the ills and evils which rose out of the slums.

As late as 1771, when a scandalous crime committed by
Jewish vandals shook the entire community, nothing was done
to ameliorate the sad conditions of those immigrants.

Eight years later, and then only under public pressure and
compulsion, an attempt was made to relieve the situatian.

The prevailing poverty was aggravated by the serious
economic depression of 1778, when the distress was so
great that there were riots in the streets of London, which
are known in history as the Food riots. The Sephardim
set up an emergency organization to take care of the ine

creasing demands for relief. The Ashkenazim followed suit
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and made thelr first serious efforts towards relieving the
distress of the poor people and established the Meshivat
Nefesh society, better known as the "Bread, Meat, and Coal
Charity,fg which was destined to be a successful under-
taking. This organization was to distribute bread, meat,
and coal to the needy.

The success of this venture was due to the zeal and
devotion of Mr. Levy Berent Cohen, the father-in-law of
Sir lloses Liontefiore and Nathan layer Rothschild, who was
its first president. He not only contributed unstintingly
but converted many sincere adherents ta the cause, The
men who continued in his footsteps carried on his great
work and the society became a permanent and prominent
organization in Anglo-Jewish life for more than a century.
r. Joshua Van Oven, the social-minded physician, who
fought so zealously for the establishment of a system
of cHarity, was the next president; after him a wealthy
diamond merchant, D. BEliason was the president and the
next presidents were the Goldsmid brothers whose charity
and benevolence even ta non-Jewish organizations created
a good name for English Jewry. The first secretary of this
organization was Joseph Israels, who at the first meeting

called for this purpose, outlined the purpose and function

of this charity. After he retired, I.A. Levy assumed this

office and held it until 1851.
The gociety raised funds by the subscription of

members to this cause, and from the proceeds of an annual
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dinner. Each year, an announcement would be made in the
city's synagogues, since there was no Jewish paper, and Jewish
advertisements in the dalilies ware unknown even ag late as
1817, and tickets would be sold for thig affair. These
dinners with their gaiety and revelry give us insight into
the internal life of the Jew. The Jews imitated the fashion
of the day which was known for its drinking bouts and
drunken orgies. It was the custom to finish a dinner by
Zetiing " 'gloriously drunk! At first the anniversary din-
ners of the charity were held at the Paults Tavern, “"Catter-
ton-street" (now Gresham-street), but subsequently at the
New London Tavern, Cheapside, and afterwards at the City
of London Tavern, Bishopsgates Street. On one occasion
we find that about one hundred people sat down, when they
drank no less than one hundred seventy-five bottles of
port, eleven of sherry, one of Madeira, and several quarts
of brandy. On another occasion, when about the same
number of diners was present, twa hundred bottles Jf wine,
fifteen pints of brandy, and a large quantity of hollands
and rum were consumed;"so In the following years, these
banguets became exclusive and the price of the tickets were
prohibitive.

Here we can see how Anglo-Jewry of the eighteenth
century had assimilated and entered in English social life.
They took over most of the gocial customs and became angli-

clzed to a great extent even as far as to succumb to the

bad habits of the Englishman. The banquets must have been
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quite a wild affair for as Tucien Wolf aptly remarks, "The.
free-and -easy style adopted at these entertainments may
be gathered from the fact that in 1807, when a ball was
given ingtead of a dinner, the charges included eight shill-~
ings for tobacco and pipes, and the hapny revellers seem
to have been determined to have no spiritual wet blankets
imnosed on their galety, for in 1793 the stewards passed
a resolution to exclude Shamashim and Chazanim from their
entertainments for particular reasons."31

The dimnners, in spite of their unwholesome character
helped to create the funds which were needed ta relieve
the indigent. 1In the beginning the society was very
inadequate in facing the exlsting problems. We must re-
member that this charity took care of only a small phase
of the general sitvation. 1In spite of this seeming
inadequacy, the organization quickly grew in importance
and became an indispensable institution in Angla-Jewish life,
for already in 1817, the organization had to hire an
official collector whose salary was between twenty
and thirty pounds and who could offer a bond of five hundred
pounds as security. This is indesd an illustration of the
proportions which this organization assumed. In 1879,
English Jewry celebrated the centenary of its existence with
an imposing affair.

Occasionally a voice would be heard condemning and

challenging the Jewish community for allowing these evils
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to continue without a gerious effort to reach a solution.
Levy Alexander, a Jewish printer, wrote and published a
pamphlet in which he gave the rich Jews a merciless lash-
ing. He decried their ostentatiousness, opulence, and
accused them of profligacy. He bitterly criticized their
shallow ohilanthrophy,which was distributed only where
the benefactor could obtain more honor and the favor of
Christian society. A notorious examnle of this type of
nhilanthrophy was the donation of Benjamin Goldsmid who
founded the Naval Asylum and contributed two thousand
pourndis to its upKeep. While the Jews were wallowing in
the filth of the slums, Goldsmid was honored for his mis-
directed benevolence by sitting on the left of the Duke
of Kent, which he considered ample reward for his benefac-
tions.

In the vear 1795, Abraham Goldsmid, a brother of the
vain Benjamin Goldsmid whom we already described was
struck with the idea of the necessity of a hospital and
asylum for needy Jews. It seems that he was moved to
action by the example of the Portuguese Jews who had just
enlarged their own hospital, or perhaps he thought to
emulate the benefactions of his own brother and counteract
his injudicious philanthrophy. He sent out an appeal
amongst his friends for funds to bulld a "Jew's Hospital.n®
Within a few weeks he raised eleven thousand, nine hundred

pounds. Most of the forty-two Jewish subscribers were his
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relatives. There were also forty-two Christians and two
Sephardim, Abraham Mocatia and Emanuel Lausada, also
Goldsmid's relatives among the subscribers. Money
continued to flow in until a sum of twenty thousand pounds
was reached. However, like all good Jewish organizations,
the subscribers disagreed as to the application of the
funds and for seven years nothing was accomplished. 1In
the meantime in 1796 the Jewish community received in
honorable mention in Patrick Cologuhouns “Treatise on the
Police of the [letropolis." Cologuhoun, a police magistrate
in the London courts, wrote rather unbiasedly about "the
deplorable state of ithe lower orders belonging to the
Dutch Synagogue,"sﬁthe Ashkenazim were called Dutch) and
the difficulties in making them useful. In this work,
the author gave the Jewish community a scathing criticism
which should have arocused the Jews from their lethargy.
His scathing report was not exaggerated at the testimony
of the records show. However, nothing was done until
1802, In the meantime, conditions grew worse and worse.
Joshua Van Oven, a doctor who was the medical officer
of the Great Synagogue and was therefore acquainted with
the intolerable situation, did not allow Cologuhoun'sg
charges to go unanswered and he wrote him defending the

impoverished Jew. "The Jews," wrote Mr. Van Oven, "are

refused the privilege of exercising any trade or calling

and are necessarily driven to the business of money trang-

&ctiong, which leads to the idea that Jew and usurer are
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controverible terms. The poor Jews practice petty knavery
absolutely for br‘ead."3:5 He proposed the erection of a
system of charitable institutions which would take care of
all the needs of the poor. From Van Oven's remarks, we
learn that there were a number of rich AshkKenazim but thers
also was a very large majority of paupers. Then again,
there were no fixed rates which the Ashkenazim had to pay,
thus the communal income fluctuated and the funds for the
poor were quite insecure.34 After studying the situation,
Van Oven in collaboration with Coloquhoun, who had the
welfare of the Jews at heart, drew up a plan which was
called a "Compulsory Scheme for the Relief of the Jewish
Poor." It was submitted to Abraham Goldsmid who changed
some proposals and he gubmitted it to a Mr. Addington, who
was chancellor of the Exchequer accompanied with a petition
requesting that Parliament vote upon it and make it an act

of Parliament. The plan proposed that a committee should

be zppointed by this Act of Parliament and should consist
of twelve representatives of the German Jews, four from
the Portuguese, two aldermen fram the city of London, two

magistrates for Middlesex, Kent, Essex, and Surrey and the

four presidents of the four clity synagoguese. This committee

was to be empowered to purchase a parcel of one hundred

acres of ground to build a home for aged and infirm persons,

a haspital, a secular and technical school, a workhouse.

for the vagrant poor. The committee was to have the authority



to levy an agsessment upon each synagogue and if the
revenue was sufficient they were empowered to levy another
assessment on the individual members of the synagogue. They
also had the power to raise loans as high as ten thousand
pounds. Another function of this committee was to investi-
gate into the circumstances of immigrant Jews who had no
means of subsistence.

This plan, as it appeared on paper, seemed to strike
at the roots of the terrible condition of the poor Jews
and wag & serious attempt to cope with the situation. At
this point, the Portuguese Jews stepped in and uttered their
protest. They maintained that the organizations which the
plan contemplated to found already existed under the aus-
plces of the Sephardim and they could not see any reason
to alter the system which was in existence for more than
three-quarters of a century. Moreover, there were few
Sephardic paupers and the majority of poor Jews were from
the ranks of the Ashkenzzim. MNoreover, the Sephardim
actually had already something similar to the proposed plan
in action. Every Sephardic Jew who was a member of the
community paid a set sum and a sort of income tax, whereas

the Ashkenazim had no regulated income, but depended on the
arbitrary individual donations and the sale of pews. More-

over, the Sephardim actually had already samething similar

to the proposed plan in action. Every Sephardic Jew who was
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a member of the community paild a set sum and a sort of
income tax, whereas the Ashkenazim had no regulated in-
come, but depended on the arbitrary individual donations
and the sale of pews. Lioreover, if this plan would be
exscuted, it would destroy the autonomy of the Sephardic
comminity and they would have to work together with these
newly arrivzsd immigrantse.

The Sephardim appointed Lir. Isaac Aguilar and two
other reoresentatives to present their objecticn to
Lir. Hobhouse who was entrusted with the proposed bill.
Zven some Ashkenazim opposed the plan, because they
feared to vest the authority of taxation in a body, which
might make excessive demands on the wealthier members.
loreover, they refused to assume the burden of the Ash-
kenazic paupers. Thus the plan was aborted and it never
became a reality.

The eighteenth century passed without the creation
of any social machinery for the relief of the indigent.
The last decade however Wtnessed at least an awakening to
the situation and a foundation was lald for future
building which fortunately materialized.

The final pressure which forced the hand of the Jews
to begin building an institution was the conversionist
activities in the East End. The conversionists who were

at work trying to persuade the Jews to accept baptism had

struck at the heart of the problem. They had anticipated
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the meagre wants of these pauperized Jews and offered them
all types of trade and technical training hoping to
eventually win them over. The particular activities of
2 capable and successful conversgionist Frey, succeeded in
convinecing the Jews to forget their differences or else
they would have no poor Jews to warry about.35 In June
1806, a block of houses were purchased in Ifile End for
two thousand, three hundred pounds and a school and asylum
were founded, housing five aged men and five aged women,
ten boys and eight girls. Thus we have the origin of
the ileve Zedek, an institution which was later to become
a pride to English J‘ewry?6

Although there are many instances where the synagogues
of the Ashkenazic comminity organized on some common
project, there were many cases of dissension and conflict
which disturbed the tranquility and caused hard feelings.
The continuous influx of immigrants taxed the funds of
the community and on some occasions a quarrel would arise
as to who should shoulder the expense. One evening in
September, 1780, the remains of a poor Jew were lying in
the middle of Dukes Place because of a quarrel between the
Duke Street Synagogue and the Leadenhall Street Synagogue,
as to who should inter the deceased Jew. This created a
difficult situation and a Sephardic Jew took the coffin

into his home to prevent a neighboring church from burying

the body. This Sephardim went to the Parnasgs of his synagogue

that very night and they finally persuaded the Leadenhall



Synagogue to inter the bodye.

In June 1794, a similar situation arose hetween the
Dukes Place and Hambro Synagogues. Kr. Alexander Phelips,
Parnass of the Dukes Place Synagogue, E. P. Solomons,
Parnass of the Hambro Synagogue, Mre. Asher Goldsmid and
Solomon Solomons of the Germans, and the Sephardic Par-
nassim, =Zmanuel Lausada, Gabriel and Raphael Grandon,

A Lopes Pereira, and Isaac G. BSerra, met in order to

reach some agreement. It was decided that the Hambro Syn-
agogue should pay the Dukes Place Synagogue the sum of

Tifty pounds from iiisan to Tishri so that the latter could
take care of the poor. It was understood that in the

event that this decision was not executed then another
meeting should be held on the following week. The anticipa.
ted disagreement hapoened but because of the absence of a
Mr. Joseph Gompertz, who was also to be consulted in this
matter, the meeting was not held. The Hambro Synagogue,

now repudiated the intervention and arbitration of the
Sephardim because the decision was against them. At a later
date, much to the credit of the Ashkenazim, an agreement

was reached in this matter between the Great and Hambro
Synagogues and the Sephardic Parnassim were profusely thanked
for their gincere efforts in the case.

The sale of kosher meat was a problem and at times
a source of friction in the Ashkenazic as well as the Jephar=-

dic community. The dispensing of meat was under the juris-
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diction of the Beth Din who supervised its koshruth. Their
gsupervision was very poor and there were cases of unscrupu-
lous butchers who s0ld meat under false pretenses. These
irregularities were of much concern to the community and

on April 19, 1792, ir. L. de Symons called a meeting

at which he presented a plan proposing to unite all the
synagogues in this project., His plans provided that each

of the three synagogues should elect two representatives

to a general board and a central abbatoir should be built.
Thus, the centralization of the sale of meat would facilitate
better supsrvision and would save thse communlity the added
expense and overhead of individual scattered butchers. This
plan was also presented to the Senhardic comemunity by lr.
Bing, the secretary of the great gynagogue and it was
pointed out that the 3Sephardim would save one hundred pounds
a year and that the oroject might even provide a profit. The
Sephardim were eager to unite wnd consolidate the Shekita
board, so that a central authority would regulate the sale
of kosher meat, but they were opposed to the idea of a
central abbatoir. They stated that it would be difficult

to move all the butchers to a central location; it would

be too distant for some familles and that it would create

a nuisanca on Sundays and might offend the Christian

neighbors. The three synagogues replied that they were bent
on carrying out their plans and the Sephardim could join

whichever they saw fit. Thus the negotiations ended in a

very friendly manner. The Ashkenazim set out to carry out
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their plans but they met with little success. The plan
for an amalgamated Shekita board was held in abeyance
and finally in 1805, negotiations were again started and

were successfully carriled oute.
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Chapter III

The Organization

of t

agogue

A Jew could become a member of the community of the
Great .'i‘;yna.goguea'7 only if he would first be approved by
the council and then pay a fee of ten guineas to charity.
This Takkanah makes it very clear that residence alone does
not gzive one a._gliﬁ_ unless he fulfills the aforementioned
conditions. If a houssholder gives his children in
marriages either to a householder or to a non-householder
they are eligible for householdership in the community upon
the payment of two and one-half guineas. These newly weds
must declare their intentions of becoming householders and
must pay their fee of two and one-half guineas within twelve
months of their marriage. If they apply for their member-
ship after the twelve months have elapsed then they must
pay an additional fee of thirty-nineshillingstocharity and
if they apply two years after the time has elapsed then they
must pay seventy-eight shillings . After three years they

lose this privilege and if they desire to enler the community
as householders they must go through the regular procedure.

One of the conditions of obtaining these privileges is

that the parent of either the bride or groom are not in
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debt to the community for their dues or for donations to
charity. 1If a man became a householder the children already
born did not automatically become houssholders also but
they had to be reckoned with geparately, and the father had
to pay such fees as the council would decide.

The son of a householder who has reached the age of
thirty and is a bachelor may apply for householdership
in the community but in contrast to other cases he must
obtain the approval of the council. However, hisg pri-
vileges are limited to some extent and he cannot be elected
to a communal office. |

An applicant would not be considered a householder
unless he sizned his name to the Pinkos and accepted all
the rulings stated in the Takkanahs. The secretary would
then inscribe his name among the membership roster for
which he would receive a half of crown.

Any Jew who lived within ten miles of the city of Lon-
don and did not rent a pew in the synagogue but wanted
to be a householder in the community had to pay a fee which
decided by the councile If he lived more than ten miles
outside of London or in a different country, then hg had
to pay a standafd fee of one-half guinea per annum?

It is understooed that when a man is a householder
his wife alsoc shares the privileges of his membership. If

she becomes a widow, then as long as she doesn't marry,

she continues te retain these rights. If she remarries

and her gsecond husband is not a citizen then he does not
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obtain any privileges by this marriage. She can,

however, continue her hougeholdership if she pays five
shillings per year to charity. If she ceases to pay this
fee then she is no longer entitled to any af the privileges
eatioded Of a householder and after death her estate must
pay for her internment.

when a daughter of a househclder married a non-house=-
holder and she wishes to continue as a householder in the
community then she must pay five shillings dues each year
until her husband becomes & householder. She can continue
her membershtip under all circumstances a2s long as she
continues to pay five shillings per year. In every instance,
the childran af any marriage whose father is not a house=-
holder in the community de¢ not share the privilege of their
mother 's householdership. If she discontinues to pay her
fees for five years then she loses her membership.

A widow can apply far householdership in the community
and in order to gain admittance she must go through the
regular procedure. If she has any children then she must
pay an additionmal fee if they are to share in these privi-
leges. In case that she remarries then her second husband

does not share in her privileges. However, she, like any
other woman, does not have the privileges of expressing

her opinions in communal matters.

The Parnass, Gabbal, or Council were authorized to

bestow householdership on any of the salaried officialsg of

comminity but only with the conditions that they pay the
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initiation fees. 1If the wife and children of the employees
are to share this privilege then it must be specifically
stated in the minute bookflg

then a householder finds it impossibls to continue
to pay his membership dues he must either come personally
or send a letter to the council informing them of his
inability to meet this debt. If, upon investigation his
plea 1s found ta be correct,then he and his children shall
be exempt from paying dues and continue to retain their
householdershipfo

When a man leaves the congregation because of soma
argument or conflict,his wife had the privilege of con-
tinuing her membership in gpite of his resignation. If,

however at a later date this individual decides to rejoin

the community then the council shall decide what methods to
41
persue in this case.

The Council shall not have the power to deprive =
householder of his membership for any charge unless the
full council meets together with a committee of eighteen

laymen who pay at least two guineas a year pew money.

All of the affairs of the Congregation were governed
42

by a body consisting of two Parnassim, a gGabbai ; 2
43

Collector of taxes, Seven Elders, and members of the vestry.
These officials outside aof the members of the vestry were

elected by the vestry during the intermediate days of

Succoth. Their term of office extended from Heshuan
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to @feshvan. These officials were responsible for the
government and management of the community and were sworn
to observe and carry aut all the rules prescribed in
the Takkanahs. If during the year ona of these officials
passed away or resigned fram office’another member had to
be chosen in his place within a month after the vacancy
occurred. This newly elected afficlal was considered for
all practical nurposes as if he had been elected in Chesh-
van and he had to abide by all the Takkanahs angd fulfil
all of the responsibilities as if he were the originally
elected official.

Upon being elected to office the cantor would recite
a special benediction on Shemini Atzeret In which he
would mention the names of the newly elscted officials.
They would also have a special seat which was assigned for

44
the officers of the congregation.

The system of government prescribed in these Takkanahs

was promulgated in the year 1791, but this very system

was in practice before that date with only minor differences.

The guestion arose as ta how aone should consider the indi-
viduals who had held office prior to 1791. Should every-
thing in the past be forgotten and things started anew, or
should some provision be made in respect to those who had
already served. It wag decided that the services of those
who had held offices prior ta 1791 would be recognized in

accord with the new rules, except that cne who had served

as an Almoner prior to 1791'cou1d again be chosen as communal

S
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collector, and if he refused he would be required to pay
a2 fine. b

In order to avoid collusion by the officials ahe
following blood relations could not serve during the same
year as Parnassim or Gabbaiim; two brothers, a father-
in-law and his son-in-law, two brother-in-laws. Any other
blood relations could serve in official capacity during the
same ye;eu".é6

Coe

Since the duties of the Parnass were gquite numerous,
two Parnassim were selected. During the first half year of
the term from Cheshvan to Iyyor, one of them served as the
Senior Parnass, or as he is called in the Takkanahs,
Parnass President, and during the remaining half of the
year from Jyyor to (heshvan the other one served as Senior
Parnass. If, however, one of them felt that he could
carry the major part of the functions of the office, then
by agreement amongst themselves he could serve the entire
year as the Senior Parnass.

Before anyone could be nominated or elected to the
office of Parnass he must have served at least a full term
of one year as communal collector and .Gabbai. Thess
qualifications were necessary so that one who agsumed the
important office of Parnass would not be lnexperienced, and
would be acquainted with the ways and affairs of governing

the community. If one had already served the term of

office as Parnass, then he was not eligible for reelection
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until a period of five years had elapsed. If, however, an
individual was willing to waive this privilege then he
could be elected for as many successive years as he desired
and was elected.

The duties of the Parnass were onerous. Practically
nothing could ba‘done in the community without his permission
and consent. He was in fact the dictator of the community.
As we shall soon seeyhe too was the leader in synagogal
affairs. tHis powers were so great that it is not surprising
that the Parnass would sometimes abuse these powers and
tyrannize the entire communitye.

The office of Gabbal was also a very significant
position and ranked third to that of the Parnass. The
entire community council nominated a ticket of seven men
who were eligible for this office. FRequirements for eligi-
bility were primarily financial. One must have been a
hougseholder of the community and must have paid at least
two guineas or more for his pew in the synagogue. The
commuanity council would then proceed and would choose a
candidate,by a majority voteyfrom this 1list. If the
electeo refused the honor of this office he pald hls fine and
the candidate who received the next largest number of votes
would be chosen as Gabbal. If all the candidates on the
ticket refused, then the council would either make up a
new ticket or would choose one of the householders in the

community.

The office of Gabbal was considered very good experience



—C E

- 79 -

for learning the intricacies of communal government. -
If a Gabbai served two terms and continued to pay two
guineas annually for his synagogue pew, then he automatically
became a member of the vestry. This was consldered quite
an honor and a concession for ordinarily one who desired to
become a member of the vestiry after 1791 had to pay
eight guineas for his pew. If one had served for three
yvears as Gabbal, then it was considered as if he served
as communal collector and was eligible to be nominated for
the office of Parnassf8

The communal collector was second in rank to the
Parnass. His resnonsibilities were wvery grave for he charge
of all the monies of the community and supervised the
collection and expenditure of communal funds. He also was
in charge of the financial end of the cemetery, the sale
of news in the 3Synagogue, and he was required to have a
comulete inventory of all comminal property. He also
supervised the secretary's books and observed that they
should be kept in order. On Purim he would stand on the
Bimah and he himself would collect the traditional one-

half shekel which every Jew donated on this festival and

on Passover he would take care of the finances of the grinding

49
of Passover floure.

One of the important constituents of the community
council was the group of seven Elders. The Elders, as we

shall soon see, held a very responsible position aend they
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were required to have as much communal experience as possible.
Before one could be elected as an Elder he had to serve
in one of the following communal offices: as a Parnass,
as a Collector, as a Gabbal for two terms (years), 6r as
an Elder prior to the year 1791.

The Elders were empowered to spend as much as one
hundred pounds for any communal need that they saw fit,
and to regulate the salaries of the communal employees. They
alsc managed the financial investments of the community and
could float a loan in order to make up any deficit that
might occur?o

These fore-going officials actually constituted the
community council. However, in certain instances another
group whom we shall call vesiry membgrs would join with
the council in deliberating issues which needsd the consent
of the entire community. A householder could become a
member of the vestry by virtue of his financial contributions
to the communityts treasury. It was perhaps a logical con-
clusion that the wealthier member, because of his success
in business, was in a2 pogition to offer some valuable advice.
Experience in the management of communal affalirs was also
considered a qualification In order to become a member of

the vestry. Thus the members of the vestry were a combina-
tion of men of wealth, who were included because of their
wide business knowledge and men of experience who were
included because of thelr knowledge of communal government.

It was perhapg a very wlse system for the council as =a
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whole really worked as a committee and limited size helped
to facilitate the governing of the community. Those indi-
viduals who were members of the vestry prior to 1791 wers

to remain according to this revision of the Takkanahs as
members of the vestry providing that they continued to pay
two guineas per year for their pews and did not owe any

debts to charity. They, however, were given a privilegs

in respect to the amount of their contributions to the
synagogue. Unlike the householder who desired to become

a member of the vestry after 1791, they did not have to

pay elght guineas for their pews but as long as they paid

two gulneas per annum they were given this concession because
their experience warranted their inclusion within the vestry.
Alsa, anyone who had ssrved as ..Gabbail for two terms auto-
matically became a member of thisg body, for his experience
made his advise desirable and hence his presence in this

body was of value to the welfare of the community. If

a householder desired to become a member of the vestry

and he had had no previous experience then only his financial
status could make him a member of this body. 4ny householder
who desired to become & member of the vestry would submit
his name to the executive council and if a majority of its
members approved of this candidate, then his filnanclal

status was examined and he was considered. If he pald at
least eight guineas per year for his pew and that of his
wife, (the money paid for his children's pews was not con-

sidered in this sum) then he was considered a member of the
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vestry. If, however, In any time in the future, he did
not pay eight guineas for his pews then he was no longer
a member of the vestry. If, an individual was stricken
from the membership of the vestry because of non-payment
and he decided at a larger date tc again become a member
of this body, then he had to go through the same procedure
as at first. ‘If a bachelor wanted to become a member of
the vestry then he had to pay the full eight guineas for
his own seat. 1In all instances, however, the executive
council hadto approve the candidate. This wazs indeed

a very wise precaution for any undesirable member could be
excluded and denied the privilege of becoming a mémber of
the vestry. Thus wealth alone did not supercede character
or reputation.

If a misfortune befell a member of the vestry and he
became poor, and he had to accept charity from the communit%fﬁon
he could not continue to hold his position. Naturally,
he could not pay the eight guineas for his pew. If at
a later date this poverty-stricken individual regained his
Tortune and desired to become again a member of the vestiry
he would have to return all the charity that he took from
the community before he could resume his position.

*hen a member of the vestry became a2 paild employee of
the community he was dropped from the vestry, and could

no longer offer his opinien in this body. This provisian is
quite understandabla for the vestry dealt with the salaries

of the communal employees, and if he were to remain a member
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in this body he might influence them in his behal?f

From the above Takkanahs describing the warious
offices of the community we can readily see that the
axeculive council was vested with dictatorial rights, and
could, upon its own decision, act asg a representative of
the entire community. Only in certain instances, were the
the members of the vestry called in upon the deliberations,
and even then, the entire community was not represented
but only those who were either alected or were wealthy
enough gave their opinion.

3. Refusal of Candidate to accept office

The duties of office were usually burdensome and

many candidates and officers preferred to decline such.
honors. This practice was discouraged, since able men

who could officiate with dignity and efficiency to the
benefit of the congregation, would refuse to ghaulder the
burdens. Hence a fine was imposed upon anyone who declined
or refused an office. Whenever a candihte Is elected and
declines the office, then the one who receives the next
largest number of votes shall receive the office. This
procedure if necessary continues until a candidate finally

acceots the office. If all of the candidates are exhausted,
’ 52

then another election shall be held.
Wwhen a Parness refused office, he had to pay a fine o

forty pounds sterling; a Collector, thirty guineas; a
. Gabbal, twenty-five gulneas; an Elder, five guineas. The

candidates who decline the office had to pay the fine and

: )
the community could not fee them from this obligatio .?
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When a candidate accepts an office and then before

he assumes it decides to decline, then he must pay double
the fine enumerated above, since he showed disrespect for
the community's trust and upset the entire procedure.
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