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EARLY INFllJENCES 

It is the purpose of this thesis to study sympatherlt.:ically the 

perso:mality of ,Tere.mieh1 the p:r,ophet.,. a.a 1 .. evealed in the book called by 

his name; pe:risonality being co~ceived as "distinctive ol1a1,.aoterlt. · In 

this first chapter will be considered the early influences that helped 

to mould. his personality. 

Jere.ro.iah• a high strm1g natu.re wal!l keenly senu:1.tive to all ex..ternal 

influenceer, He came of e. home in which Yahyeh was worshipped w:1 th 

genuine piety. It is quite likely that he was a demoendent of the un

f'ol:'tuna.te priest, Abiathar, whom Solomon rusticated ( I Kings 2/26). 

f erhapm him rather was ;me:r.el:y a local px•ieat of Yahweh. The boy 1 s name, 

Yirmyahu, Yahweh shootts ol" hm"ls., and the father• a, Hilkiah, Yahweh my 

portion are toltens or the family1s loyalty to the God or theil" people. 
-••~-~•--•••~•••~ -~ .............. ,--....., ,¥,<>-~>'>'~'"""1'c"•;,w,.- • > , •-•-~•--••--•~•-M" '" '• • .. ,,,--,·,••"•.>,c"•;,,,.:c,CC-;.,,<O•'!--";,-.;:... C,,~ , a ; . , • • S, ,,',:, ••·••' ' . . 0, • ,,•_ •_.,,,,, .,~-,,<;.·,-;c;.,,-•;=•<='-"R''< 1,~,•~'<1,'--';C,~ 

Co1~ill rightly points out that the p:tiophet, • s deeply :rooted and hat' ... 

moniously developed piety was unquestio:;.ably ·the Ilesul·t of. pal'enta.1 

t:llaining. li:i.s knovrledge or the nation's paet and his hol':t•o:t' of. the local 

cultus must have been imbibed th.111 01.igh the atmosphere or. a piou.m homt;,,. 

~r~n:-G.miah• s sp1ritual1ty.,we may be sui11e, came not full grown but was in 

large measure the result of' :bender noU11 ishtnent :tn his home. 

Anathoth, (modern .Anata),wls a little village less than four mile$ 

no1"theast of J-erusalem. In it Jeremiah was bo:r~n and. spent hie most im

pressionable years. It was in Benjamin. Ethnographically Bem.jamin 

belonged to Israel. This explains ·the pro)iphette undying af:t'ect:ton. 
~--IIW•itt,-,.-ro,a~.l'l~fil'ff-"rll.l\'!'ft;....,~"1;1\fl),'i""""tl.'W''l.>'"''1'":'1Ji!ll!;!';!,.,_ 

ro:r1 the Rachel Tr:i.be, and his longh1g for the hoine ... br1nging of. theil' 

exiled child.t'en. (3/lf~F,31/4 ... 6,9,'.l,5-20). Anathoth lies on a broad hill, 

·the .fi:NJt of the rocky shelves by which the central range of J:>ales'l:;ine 
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~~1h declines wilderne1e and desert to the valley of the Jordan. 

Ana thoth seems to face tlMil East, for to the West there is e. range or 
h.:t.ghe:r h11le which separate the village t"rom Jerusalem., but to the 

Eamt one can see in the clear atmosphere•of Falestine a dietanc~ of 

forty or t:lf'ty milGe. One's eye travels over the hills of Benjat)lin 

wh1.oh slope down to the Jo:ttd.a.n and the Dead Sea, to the mountains or 
Ruben, and farther Sou:bh to the hills or lVIoab which are blue age.inst 

the sky'. The rielde o.f the village seem to fade into the bleak and 

arid Eaet. A visitor to modern Anata does not t1nd it difficult to 

und.erstar>.d hovv the wild and desolate landscape foi,Jnd its way :into the 

soul of Jeremiah. IJ:'here were(+) "the hot dese:.r.t winds, the village 
•~Q t;Jerds a tray-,.. 1.nto the w1lderr1eas., the waste and crumbling hills 

shimmering in the heat, the op en heavens atid the ta.I' line of the 

Gilead hi@;hlandt!, the hm1.g:rry· wolves from the waste and lions from the 

jungl.es or the Jord,m. 11 1.rhei,e are :t."'eflected in tl;le proph~t • s personality 

B.$ v{f.t"'oea 2/.a3, 24 4/ll, 5/6, 8/7, 29 would ind:1.eate. 

Jeremiah was al·waye a lonely man(! Probably fr-om childhood he was 

d1f'terent from his f"el1ows. Yahweh l,lad marked him evep. b(l)fore t~e womb 

( 1/5) •. He was not a normal person. It is 111ely tll,a-t, l:lia com:tJan1011s 

never unde11 stood him al:'l.d always x-ega:rdecl b:tm as queer. lie was. thr,01m 

bnok upo;u. h:tmsel:f'. One enn picture him a soli ta:rty f'igtn'"e even 1n you.th, 

walking away f':t•om the games of. h1,s oow.,adci.H11. A f'ew minute' tJ walk iri 

any di:t'eetio11 toolc him. out o.f' the vil_J.age ru1~. into the silent hill•• 



Long did he sit brooding, oo:nnnuning with the wo~M about him. Other 

pro~hets too saw the outer world and umed examples from it to 

iJ.lt1,5t1 .. a.te their teacbinss, Mutt But :Lr1 another's woxads, (+) 11we f.i.nd 

in Jeremiah• s poetry traoem of' close:r, erympathy with tl:J.e 11.fe ot natw."e 

than in any other prophet. 11 There ar·e superb piotureti, metapho1"s, 

imagery drawn from the world a.bou. t him. In en other chapter will be 

f'ou.nd. ill.uatrs.t101'l.s of nature 1,t1 influence on the Pl"'ophett ri poe:bry. Here 

it :Ls important to po:1.nt ou.t that the life of. natiu."'e which h:trs quiet 

eyes saw was the greatest of th~HH, ee.rly influeneciHi on his pereonal:i.ty. 

For it brought him to Goel. He sensed a d.ivir.1.e ordel" in nature and came 

to see~ all 1:1ie as the "living vitd,ble garment of the Eternal. n In 

the insti.nct of' the migratOJ,"Y bird he sees the human soul wing:tng its 

vre:y· to God.. ( 8/7) • In the e terna.l snow on the 1nom1tain he see tt the 

unfailing source of. Israel.• :s t:tiue ~ligion ( 18/14). Like ,Tob he clil• 

1:1.ked the s~a. Godt e il"'On hand is mH.H.~11 in the 11mitm placed. u.11on its 

tossing ( 5/22)., In the ei'triking pictw."'e of tb.e t:intvellers lost in 

da:r•li.T.Less on the mow::i.t;ain he sees humt:ms without the light ot God. .Ina tho th 

is 1:i.ttle over an how• s ttalli:: front ,; ertttJalem. Traf'f.ic between the two 

we.B da:tl:y ancl close. The ·t.hou.ght and l~.f'e ot the lo.rger city were 

undou.'btedly ref'lecttid in it~ smaller sister.. Now, in J'ero:m:tah•s 

childhood Mena1u1eh and, for a sho1--t time, .Amon m1,,led ... II Kings 21 

t~astifiei= to the evils of their reign, to the hes. th~n aboin:l.nat1on~ 

which they re-int9talled. Yahweh was no1; fo1~saken but :£'01,.eign de,.t1es 

were placed by Hisi side. The Cs;namit~e Baalir.l,\ givel"ii or fert1.lity,, 
, 

were worahippod 11·i.th renewed vigour, Under .Asmyr,ia11. suzert,.nty many of 

( +) J. Skinner "Prophecy ancl Rel:ig:tonn Page 22. 



the heathen p:t•actices were adopted., Pure Yahweih WOl"'Bhip as advooe.ted 

by the great sp:b?itm of. Israel was put aside., Jeremiah was still quite 

young wb.011 MEnie.eseh died but Josiah wam 011.ly eight, and many yeal"S 

elapsed before the re.forms for which h:Ls t>e:tgn. was noted came to paBa. 

T.h1"oughout his you·bb., the11, Jeremiah w:ttne:ued theoe abom:tnatione :tn 

Anathotb and Pl"obnbly in Je:i;-u.salem. H;ls soul was :s.~ fillt:id with a 

loathing for them so prof'ound; that htil gave hil,l111>elf' unr~s.el"Veidly to 

Yakweh and pledged. his ltte to tlle::tr destruction-. 

,Anathoth was, as Isaiah had predictc1d (10/28•32}; on the 111a1n 

line ot invasion f'l"O:tn the North, ... by way of Aia•th, Migrcm., Michn1ash, 

the Pais, Gaba, Ramel1, Gibeah of' Saul, !Jaish, and 11 poo:r Anathoth11 h@r ... 

:liH-'11'. In ,Jeremiah's -youth news came of:' the appearance in the North of. 

-v·ast hovdes of f'el"Ocious Scythie.ns. They wel:'e ruthle,us• spare.d. no one, 

and lef't ruin wherever they went. G:r,eat powers were helplest:1 betor~ 

th.em. Fee.11 of ·th®B'G Northel<W.n tr:i.'bes entered the p1~ophet•.s soul. He 
' 

believed that they were Yahweh's agents and that the Lo1,c'i was skaping 

events leading up to the de~truotion of His i;woplei. This• as we shall 

see, changed the emiJnJe of his lite. 

00 



!"-! . 
. , ~ ·, . .I ••. :.· .. 

t· 

II. THE CALL 

Jeremiah rece:tved h:ts cal:L,acoord.ing to the bookt s testimony· 

(J./2), in the thirteenth yeai"' or. the reign or Josiah., King of. Judah, 

or in 628 B.o.:m. The call was of' the nature ot a mo1~a1 deoiflion 

following an intc,mae :t.nner struggle. Jeremie:h was not an ecatat:l.o 

prophet. His wert-3 not the frenzied visions or e. profess:t.one.l prophet. 

He wa:1 aware of v-.hat he was 1ayin.g wh~n he wa.21 ea:ying it. Furth0r, his 

utter~anoes came a.tter much thought., 

It i:s this write111 a opinion t-.hat when Jermnj,ah says 11 the Ii0:t.'d 

./ said" hti, :ttllllims 11 tha Lord thought and conveyed hie thought to 1ue
0

,., · 

J 
( Biblicm.l Hebrew reprt:Hl!ents the proce21s of thinld.ng in this dramatic way., 
~ . 

a1 
.i~ It is oxadinar:tly expressed. by forms of" the ve:tlb .,\"'"'). • In Exod.u1 3/3 ,, 1..r.., 

, when Moses has seen the burning bush that was not consumed, the wri·t&r 

\ continues TJTTT !,;;rn rr~-ini"1 m~ im7~1 ~::i-mo~ iliJi:J ;7,:,~1!1\,0 

\ u and Mo see said, t I will. no,, tum aside and see 

' this gr$at might tu o Moses could not have spolten these words to e.nother 

since he was alox:1.~. Nor is 1 t likely that he was t;alk:2.ng to himselfi 

Th& text obviousJ.y m~~ns that Moses clecided or Jil:¼OY!h'.! he would tum 

· aside. The ve!lb ,n~ ia used to exp1"1(&1s th:t.s meaning. Renee, the 

I 
Lord's charge to Jei.,.erri.iah in 1/4 ... 9 must be x•egarded as the pi,ophett s 

apprehension of H:ln mind or will. 

Jeremiah is moJ..'"e eelf ... rf.ivi,aling than the o·bhGI' prophetm because he 

tetbla us ot his innel" struggles.. There is prea@nt ill his consciousntuts 

a d.w..1.1:L·ty. God and me.n 'f/r'es·tle within him am in Chris'l:d.en teaching they 

do in st.Paul. He feels :Lm1:,elled. to b$ a prophet; and that impuJ.se '~" 

be lievet comei!I from God.. He ,.s :i:~eluci;e.nt; and e.f':riaid; this is himself'. 

He meets argumenb with argument, suggestion with counter .... ~u.ggei·tion, 

and r&solu.tio1::i. with ir1"1Ml!olutio11. Ms.n is wee.leer end Goel win1. 11 0 Lol'ti, 



Th.ou d~t :J.nch1oe me and r. was induced; Thou art s·t1 .. onger than I., n (20/7)., 

How does the prophet know the mind or wil.l of' God? As a mothel" 

lm01vs her child's, thl .. ough sympathy· and un.der1tanding. u1 dwell in the 

high and holy pla.oe w:L th Him ·th.at 1s of' a contx-1 te and humble sp:1:rii t • 11 

( Isaiah 57 /15) • n To him will I look ·th.a t is poo1~ atnd of a oont:ri te 

spi:c•it, and trembleth at my wo1~d. 11 ( 66/2). Jeremiah ,.,·as lofty and , 

humble in mind and sp:trit, and it was given him to coJWlUrie with 1!1s God.. 

Th<,; ve:tttuHs which tell of his call 1ndica1J'$ ce:r-ta:t.n sal:1.e~t tee:cu.res 

ot his personality. He becomes oonsc1ous at first of h:i.s pe1 .. sonal pre• 

destination fo1" the proph@tie oi'f'io.e ( 1/5). ( +) This idea, a~ Prof. 

A.B.David~on states it in his article on Jeremiah in Ifa.irh:l.ngt a Dict5.onary 

of. the Bible, 11mmy oovex• much b©longing to the past, the~ God.lyhou.se 

out ·of whi.oh he came w1.th his traditions, man-y· n1ovements ;tn his own 

mind litt:le attended to at the, ti1ne but; remembered. now, and ·the ne:t1on' I! 

whole history of wh:tch he was the child.,. 11 Jemem:Lah, then., was not 

oe.11.:eid on sudde11ly to b~ a prophet, 'l1he idea was not 1nject(!!ld. into hi~ 

mind of a sudden from without. It was a cons\Ullation of. the f~llowship 

which, in his early· days, he had begllm. to estl.!lbl.ish with ·bhe Divin~ 

sp11,:1.t. He sees ·hhe expe::r.ienet,s of his youth and the eigne or the timee 

am eleme:nts in his }l:'!lt"eparation fox• the Pl?Oph~tic cf fice. He W:lderstands 

th:at his own deeply 1'1}ooted religious personality has b$Ein endow~d to him 

:t.'or a gr$a.t p·urpose. 

The propl:1.~t t m r~sponse ( 1/6) reveala him sh1 .. inlci11,g, at:x~aid, self• 

conso.io1.1.s, introspective. 11 .Ah, Lord Godl behold, I cannot apealj:J tor

I am a mer(l) lad." He pJ~(l!iad!!i, not like Moses, a lack of $loqu.enoe, 

( ➔-) The idea of. indi viclual Pl"'©desi~:Lnatio:n. was not original with 

Jerem:t.ru1; it ie to be found ali!!o in Jud.gee 13/5. 



'but his youth., ( +) Inexpex1ienced in the waym o:r man, he fears ·t;hen10 

God's r$buke in V<i!rse 8, 11 be not afraid of th.cm" indicates that 

tim1d1 ty and feai~ cause the prophet to het&1.tat$. Jeremiah probably 

knew of the b:ttt@r experiences of. h:ta pred.,eeu,ors.. Fei--haps b.0 had 

alr•t!llady lea:i:•ned that hiai nt:;ighboul's would._ :r01en:h -ff.Cr.Od:yJ' atta.cks on 

e1te.bl:tah41,d customs a:nd superstition., Kefpi:ng in m:tn4 that God.ts 

rebulte was spoken by th~ pl"ophet to hitnself ( of oourtJ.e, under divine 

intlu~nce) w-e hrtve conclusive proof of his timidity at th:1.s stage, of" 

his life. Not to a strong, Jtelf ... rGlis.nt man should. Y~w'1>h havt¥J f'ound 

it neceeme.ry to p:t."omise strength and eupport (J .. /8, 18, 19). Hei was 

W-~alt., pJ:11obe.bly a physical c01vard. His st11~mgth gradually e11..1.me to him 

from Yahv1eh. Only :tn. lo.tar daym did he mes.sure up to the full stature 

ot his mission. 

Yah,veh t:akas hoJ.d or th~ prophet t s sp1ri t ( l/7F) ; He rills hiih 

viith tho divinei wo1~d. Jeremie.h is ove:t' ... pow-ered.. H(l) ;Ls no longer himself'; 

he i1 the prophet,. ·the intG)1~preter of God• ai will, thei, i,p"aker of His 

wo11d,. From this tiruo tor-th the wo1:iidla the prophet apealcs are not h:I.~ o,nl. 

He is und.er a eompuls:ton tl,.at he cs1mot :t'e)Sist f20/7) even it he would .. 

The mornen·b of' Jeremieh• s call, ia not one alone or self discovery, but 111 

also, a11d even more :tmporta.nt., on~ of 1elf\,,.s1.lt're!)nder, a yielding of 

himself' to the Being W'ho created and ohos«i him., Wo1~dawo:b1;;h btfflt 

( +) While 7~·.:i :may denote any age f'rorn :Lnf'anc-y· to 'the v-e:r-ge ,,Qt_l~.<isU,.,t .. _ 

life, its mee.ning in the context is e~t:t•ti!ime you.th. Thu~ '1.;he 
...... ~-------

Sep·tuagiJt,. render:l.ng aoeoroing to the spirit, he.s 

11 too young". Skinner points out II cons id.er:tng that J eremi.!th wa.11 

urimarried., that his r«munciation of :m.a.rr1.@d. 11.ft was a 001:ililequence 

of his vocation ( 16/1) and ·t;he:h ea1~1y mar:i:1iag0a., ax•~ the ~le among 

Oriem.tals, it is quite p1--obable that h~ we.e u.ndel" twenty wh~n th6 

call came to him•" 



"I made r.l.O·VOWS, but vows 

W®re thE,n ma.de :!:'or me; bond unk~own to -

Was given that I should b~, else sinn:t:ng greatly, 

A dtt,dioa tec'l spi:i:•:lt." ,. 

It is not unlike,1'8' that Jeremiah should be appointed a proph"t 

n over the na tionm." Men'l:;:i.o:n. of ·chis miss:J.on is to be .ffo w1d in verses 

1/5, l/10, 18/7F, 8fl/2F, which are l'egaroed generally a1 J'cremia.-,1c in 

origin, and, 1mp11citl,y in ·the oracl@Ht age.in.et the nation.1 in Chapterte.i 

46 tht'ough 51. (+) It is impoesible to ag11 efJ with Duh'rn that J$;rti,miah was 

(+) Schvralley in Stade•s 11Zeitmchrif't11 for 1888, tbo:raoughly attacked 

thfl authe1iticit7 of these chEi.pterffl. Stade, W«illhausen, Duh.111, agr9(1ld 

with him. Other seho.lars, ICuen~n, Gieseb:t'eoht, Erbt, Cornill, Driver., 

ag1"ee that there is a oon.sid.erable Jeremianic element in them., though 

though they differ 10 ·to the vers~s. It has generally been agre~d 
,, 

I . 
since Budde' rs paper it1 the u;r.ahrbucher'"' tib.~ Dtutsche Thtolog:te" ,lf.?378, I . . 
that th0 oracle agai11st Be.'b~lon in Chapters 50 tand 51/1-08 :ls not 

auther.1.t;ic"' Its d.~p$ndenc• on other, la.ter Wl"it:J.ngs., it~ obviou~fly 

lat~ historical perapective,. iiai b:J.tternesa agaihst the Ohaldee,no 

whom J~:r,E)m:tlllh considered as Godt a agents of chast1aE>m&nt~ point to 

a later wr-iter. With regard to Chapt~rs 46 ... 49 it may be urged in 

favour or their genuin~neas (A) 1;hat Jeremieh was oon1oious of being 

a prophet to thl$ nations (l/5., 1/10, l8/'1:It1 , 27/SF) and. (B) th8.t he is 

commm1ded to ·writ$ his prophecies "against all the natio:rui" (36/2) 

and ~ that h$ is aware th.at forrae1, prophets propheS:ted. against 

many cou.nbities and g1"ea·t ki:ngd.oma (28/8). Al"gUmem·ts ago.:lnst thf!lir 

genuin~xletu1 are (A) that the eonoept:Lon o:t Yahweh. an a c.£1.prio:tous, 

vengef'.ttl., Deity :lt!I U.l'J.like ,Terem:tah, and. (B) that le:n.gthy o:r.1 acJ.es 

against peoplea,which with the exception or Egypt, had no s1gnif1 ... 

ca.nee to him or his time, aue hG1.1-»dl-y· p1,obable f:ttom h:.lni, and. ( O) 



a simpl€f (Einf.a,chen) country propherb whose activies and nim1 never w~nt 

beyond his own people a:ncl who was hardly at all conc@:rned w:L th oth~rs e 

One Who has lived through the la1t ten years knows that a man who would 

se·t him.self up to be a prophet to Franco must have a message for 11'ngland 

and G$rtnany as well. For good or 111 the lives of these nations hnve 

be,en inex.tr•:1.cably woven together•• Anc:i.ent Judah, too, had been caught 

u.p in the cul"'rent of univer:llal politics, It had dealt in many ways with 

the small States surrounding it, but mor@ important wore itm 1--elation1 

l[ith Egypt and Assyria. The growing pov,ei-- or Babylon was destined to,. 

mak$ that ootu:itry an important factor in Jewish hiatOl'Y• Among them all 

t1.ny Judah was as a buffer State. It had au.ff'~red reipeated inve.siorui e 

It's ompi-tal ·was n hot-bed of' intt-ig'l\e.. Egypt:Lai1 an.cl jssy:r:•ian factions 

lllt:ini.ggled for control of. J'ud.ean politics even though ,As1iryr:La wa1 

muzerAitn of. Juda~. 

How natural then f'or Jeremiah, who was a student ot his times, to 

conceive his meemag~ as going beyond Judat;ts bord$rel ,Amos and Iaaiah 

be:to:i:•e h:1.m. had utte?'ed oracles concerning the nations. He lm~w ·bh:is., 

and. said to Hanan.iah •~the pi--ophets the.t haw b~en beto%te m~ and. b&foro 

th;-'ee ot old prophefi.ed against many countries and. ai,gainst great 

kingdoms, or wal.1, o.f tvi;t'l, and of' peis tilt>noe. 11 Jel.'lem:tah t s thl'lfJ.Ht 

contemporaries., Zefhaniah, Nahurn., and HabakUk all dealt with tJ:u» foreign 

powers of thei~ day. Why should hie mission not hav$ been as wide as 

theirs? In the, parable of the po·tter (for which ther~ is no daue) he 

that many verses are reminiscent o:r other prophetis, ... 48/29-38 lilte 

Isaiah 15., 16; 49/7F lilr.o Oba.dish's p11ophecy on Edom~ and 46/2613 

suspiciously l:t.ke Ezekiel.. In the 1:tgh'li ot these arguments 1 t :nleme 

411,vider..i.t that Chapter, 45 ... 49 conta,in a nuoleu.tJJ of genu:tn@ elements which 

have bet'!ln gre,atly· expanded by later edito1--s,, 



deolar8s God's power to mould or remould ,q;p.,,z natton. (Chapter 18). 

Baruch, 'Yfl":l.ttng on Jel'enttah• s early ministry, sa:ys that he spoke con

cex1ning all nations ( Chapte:r." 36). 

To Isaiah the Lord appeared in av,ful me.jest,y- and aplende>r • .H.e was 

unapproachable; and a seraph is delegated to oon8ecrate th~ prophe,t. In 

Ezekiel's call there is the weird, bizarre, ev@r cha»iu,·teriatio of' him. 

Jeremiah's ca~l is simple, direot. ae ~ets God on life's oonimon way, 

and receivf!s the cotnmistsion fl'om 1113 own hands. H@ is n•ither co1'.1.111oioum 

~t personal guilt"or st!4dlenly eager tor th~ charge, The call ie not 

th~ beginning but the oonswnmation of a genuine I'$l1gioun e~perienoe. 

Two vi:i,ion1 :tollow tho call ( som~ 1nainttain that they ai"@ pal'.'t of it). 

Both ar® all~gorical explanationm of naturfll.l phemomena., the rod of: an 

almond tl."~8, and a boil:J.11g pot blown upon from th1r,1 11orth. It is well t;o 

mark tbmt Jeremi~h usually sees God in the nattu"al, the common place, 

in ev®ry do:y things. Sorae have claimed (+) that the ~tor th~ t110@ 

111 a pa.1-able of' (Jod.' s wol'king in naturE'l, that the al1nond tl'0e 1Pi)l· 

which is the 1'1rst to wak~ e.fter the w:tntt,r 1 s slc?iep is a ha:t1bir1ger of 

·the new J.ifie, th@ spring time which Yah:w@h is px,epe.ring :tor Hia people. 

Thia :l.$ unlikti,ly, first b$oaume the p:rophett, outlook im colorod: by his 

oe:r-ta:tnty of a to:r1::t'ibl~ i11vas:l.01'). f.r.otn the North, and also b~ca1.u1«) i'P;,w 

doea not 1nean to wake trann sleep bu-t to b0 oont:LnualJ.y wakeful. Tl.1:Ls ie 

no mor•e·; ·than a consoioull3 wox•d play., the use of a wor•d p1ctm•e to :tll.u:1trat® 

a li,asson, a :reoogn1sed. 11 t:rick" of prea.ch@re to tix attention on tb.eil" 

m.e&Ji!Ut.g$., and i'I:; niay have 'beenJ am well, the acc~,pt~d method of' timaoh:tng 



III,, POPULAR RELIGION AND ~PHE FOE li'ROM THF.: NORTH 

Chapters 2 to 6 explain ·the, ~het• a expect~.t1on or evil from 

the North. They deal w~L th the s in\l of' the people and their 

imminent destruction by a toe from the North. For a proper under

sta.ndlng of' these chiipte1'8 it is 11ecesaa:r-y 1io dei~c1-1ibe b:i:•1~eflr 

the popular religion wbic,h Jerem:J.ah condemned as p~.gan at the 

very ou·tset; of his ministl"'Y., ,,.,. "and I will utter my jud.gment:I1 

aga:tnet 1:ihem touching all the1.r w:tol-cedness who have f oraaken me 

and have bui":ned sacrifice unto o1fher Gods e.nd wo1~shipped the woJ:>ks 

of' their own hands" (1/16). 

Tru~ m1:i.-.eformed rel:l.gion o:r Palestine :f.'rom the. c;l.a-y·s of' the 

u.r.d.on of Cnnaa11ites and Israelites into one na.tion may best 'be 

characterised as ne.tu.re worship. (+) In the high places of the 

land the rep11 oductive powers of natu.1"e w(,re worshipped. The old 

repelle1rt; Canaan:i.te ritual had been i.n.co:roporated into t'):le cultu.a 

ot Isr~1el. Yahweh gradually became the God of' :re1,.tility .. 

and niwip , sacred p1.,ost:ttu·l.ie were to be f'mm.d at every altar. 

(Il Kings 23/71 Hoii~~a 4/10•14 Deut. 23/17-18),. "Wb.ereve1~ thert, was 

a standing stone, rOt":~.rn , or a sacred tree or pole, 

th:ere ::tt 'PBS pO$S ible ·to oommi t :tn th(, name of relJ.gion wha:t; wm1.ld. 

otherwise be stigmatised as fornica:tion. n (f+) 1rhe sex ina1:;in.ot was 

(+) There und.oubtedly were some who aclhelled at1":iLctly to the 

o:r.1ginal Israeli·te fait,;h. . '!'hia is quite likely in the case or 

the Recha.'bites who repudia:hed ag1?iculture and. i;ook no pa:t"t i.n ·t;he 

a.gricru.ltu:ra.l feasts and remained a sect a.1nirt unt:tJ. the 

cles·t:r.uotion of Judah t35/'7). 

(•I-+) Prof' .R.H,.Kenn(,th 11 The Book of Deuteronomy". Prof .Ken:nt,tt also 

bel:l.evea th1it the serpent ( or seraph) worship wh:tch abotmded 

was in some places identical wj.th phall,:l.c worship. 



-11. .. 

in the mchools of' 1:;his time. (+) The second figure, that of' 'the boil~tng 

pot blown upon :t'roni 'the North, 11.11 the prophet•~ fi1,,st reference to the 

•vil f'rora thf!) Nr,rth. This will be conmider®d in the f'o.llow:.t:ns cha.pi~e:ro. 

(+) Amos employs a sirJlila1,, illustra:tion in 8/l, 2. s"'eing a bnmkcet 

o:t.• 'sumine>r :rruit,11 y~p lu11 ilt3 told. that. the lend" y-pn is 

conl(l} upon Isr&el. 

00 
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deified, sex powers were.'} put under the protection o:r Gon by 

f'le.shly inte1--cou1"se with sacred p:t'ostitutes and thus thiiough 

sympathetic magic the :raeproductive powers of na.tUl"e were stinm.latede 

Images of. men, a~ well its serpen·ts and. bulls, were to be f. ouncl in. 

the Temple (Ezekiel 16/L7). close contact with Babylon 1u1d Ar:11ry1--ia 

had led to th1, WOl"Ship of. the heavenl-;y- bodies ( Il Kings 23/5 ... 111 

Deut. 17 /3, Jeremiah 7 /l 7F, 45/16F) • ( +) 

But most object:i.011able of. all their religious praet:tcea was 

the sac1"i:f"i oe of ·the :f.'irst .... born. ( ++) The custom vram of '.Phoenician 

or Cane.an! te o:riigin, arid the:re was a recrud.ev{scence of' it 11.ot very 

long before the "I:; ime of' Je11emiah. It 1 a first ment:toned concem1ng 

King Ahaz ( II Ki.ngs 16/:3 and II Chrm::doles 23/3). The victims., 

infant;s of a week, were ldlle,d. and tht:tm made over to the God by 

fire. The excava:tors at Gezel" round in the ancient sanc·tuary 

remains of several inf'ru1:ts, declared. by expe:.1:1t nied1.ca,l authority· 
' 

to have been no mo1"'e thnn seven days old. at the time of t;he.1'11,. death. 

All these corx-uptior.1.R, it is 'V{ell to remeniber, did not dis ... 

pl.ace YahW(5h VJ'Ol"E!hip but WGl"e incom,o:ra.tt:,d in i·t OI' ~xisted by its 

side. W.Rob~,rtaon Smith in 11 The Prophets or Is'.l:'ael" Page ~:S9, state~ 

th.it·I:; ;J.n the ea:r.lie~ da:ya there was 0one religion :fol"' ·t:J.mes of 

pat1"iotic exalt;at:ton and another for daily life. n Theee coale11rned. 

( +) This seems to have become a Pl"C>nlinent feature of the populttr 

wox•iship at this time. We do not know 'IJVhet;her 1 t was imported 

from Babji'loni and Assyria, 01• whether 1 t was origtnall:9· Canrumitie 
'41)on 

end ex.per:tenQ'ed a J:1eorudea.cenoe 4-!A contact wit,h these ne.1;1o:n.s. 

(++) Exodus 22/29 which is of the same documem·li as Genem:te 22, 

J:i}xodits 34:/19 w'.h:tch is part;ly oon1:::t?ad.1c·bed b'y verse 20;(th:ts is 

genei1:-e.lly :,:,egi1.1?ded as a later inseI'tion) J)eut. J.2/31, 18/J.o, 

Jeremiah 7/3J., 19/5, 32/25, Eselr:tel 16/20:B1
, 361 20/26., ::sl, 23/37, ... 

391 Micah 6/6-8. 



"the worship or Yahneh as tb,e Ba.al of the la.nd. was obael"ved wi ·l:;h, 

Canaanite p1--not1oes. J:n -time• of' na:tio11al :prosperit;1· the pt:t:re1"' 

Israelitiwh x•eJ.igion was neglected. or :nubol"'clinatec1.,, But when d.arlt 

clouds loomed on the hl1:r.ilon p1)ophetm arose to pree.ch repentence 

f'o:ri this ,,am the ihost propitious time t'OI' t-:he pureir :r•el:tsion .. 

The p1"'ophe1."li~s that we a:1:.•e to cor1s1der were spolte11 by 

Jeremiah d:w.•ing the f.ive yea:1ni between h:ts call. and Joaicih 1 $ 

refcmnw.tion., 6::.?6-621 B.c.:m. '11hey prement; · e. great va.J?iety· of 

d1.f:f.iculties and ineo:i:1sis"tenciea due in part to the careless 

manipule.tin.g of texts by· later editors and due, almo., to their 

not hav:t.ng been consigned to wr:t ting by the prophet until the 

tcnn.,th yea1, of' Jehoiakim' a r·e:tgn, 6011: (36/2) ~ 

No prophet; can pas s1011a:tely denounce his pi!lloples' sinr& 

witho1,1,t I'evcaling who.t m0nl1e:r. of' man he is. In passi,r1g ju.dpent 

011 the popular religion and rno:ciality., Jerem:tah ha.1 given us a 

deoc:t?:l,ption of. the r•el:tg:J.ous and mo1~a1 aspects of his personality 

in his ear•ly dayS-i, He is h:l:ntself so deeply OOllSC:1 .. otaa of. the 'bl"t'l.el 

Yahw~h t~tat he t111ds ir1 h:ls hea:r.t no·th:t.r.i.g but; ange:r.~, contempt, and 

a l:t.ttle pity tor thcui,e who VfOl"Sh:lp neit;her a real O.od nor wi:t;h. 

·bhei:t• :t'eal selves Ii, "~hey f.ollovrec.'l afteJ:-- van:i.t·y a11d. became va:tr.A. 11 

•ro J"eremiah. t1Jue l"el:tgion was a yoke, a mo:t."al d.isoiplin.e.. Sirrne 

Yahweh ,ram r:tihteou.s and pure., there we.a no placu, fo1.-. evil e.ni un ... 

Ol$a11ema1 :J.n His se1-ivtce. So he condemna un.spa.:r?ingly- them that had. 

b:t1oken their yolce and. but•st theil"' t\and.e (2/20) .. { ➔·)The word of' the 

Lord. was a scoff ·co 1;hem; they had no delight i:n it ( 6/loJ. 'I'he 

( +) Most scholars hra ve adopted, after the Sept,u.agint an<i Vulgate., 

.~.lli<?~ has1; b:t~oleen and. bu.rat, since this alone :c•ende1~s the passage, 

irl:lH:~lliga.ble. The tex·t, a.G it atands., offers no reasoi-1 for.• 

:t:>ef.e1 .. :r•:i.ng he1~e to God t s ha v:i.ng broken the Egyp·t;:J.,an yoke 0 



tfople 1riaint;ain that they have not f'Ol"'ntitlr.:en Ya.h,veh and gone a:eter 
'\ dis 

Ba-~lim (2/23) md that Yahweh vrn.s not u/pler:1seid, for they we:r•e 
I 

proeperoue (2/35). But it was thetJ conception of God the:t was 

a.t Aattl·t, and the n1anne1,, of. g:lv:Lr.1.g th:tes conception expr,urnion. 

"It is an evil arid e. b:Ltte1" ·thing that thou hast f.01lsaken the Lord, 

thy God .• " (2/19). Plough up the fallow grcY1.1,nd, oiricumoi:s~ you1"' 

hearts, f'brs~lr.~ 110-t; tit fount of l:t.v:tng waters, i'Ol" brokein cim·terns 

·t,hat can hold, no water, "' 

Jeremie.ht s constant Cl.llus:J.ons to-,fth.oring ind:toe.te what modern 

~,ro:b\olotir might call a "cornplex11 on ·the 13ubjeict., ( .. ·) He evidently 

loa1;hec1 aen.!·11al.:i. ty., One is x•emind.ed of Dr•.Felix Ad.lex1
' m ea:r1'1 

min:tstl"'Y, which., as he tells us in n An Ethical Phj:lomophy of'. Lif'e", 

was domine.:l:ied in, gres.:t part 'by his abmolute ha:t:N:d fol' sex.ue.1 

~.mpu1"ity. There are fo1..u"/,teen referencef:i to who1":J.ng in Chapte1"s 2., 

3 and 5 or the Book of' Jeremiah,. ( ++) In moa·t parurn.ge111 1 t is a 

:t":J • .gu:rative descript;io:n of the prevalent mode of wo:r.•ship, 11 :f'o:r;; upon. 

evea"'y high hill and unde:r every gl"eem t1-.ee thou didst bow tll:yaelf 1 

ple.y:tng the harlotlt ~ (2/20) • In othllll~S the PI'Ophet is dep:tcti,r:i.g 

ac.tua.l events., "when I had f'ed them 'to the full thf:ry comm:i.tted 

adttlt;e:ry and. asei<,mbled themselves in ba.nd.m at the ha:r.~J.ott s houses~ 

They we:r.•e as ted ho:i.ise$ in the mo:rn:tng;, every· 011e ne:tghed after his 

neighbo1·.t s wife,. 11 
( 5/718). Jerem1.a.h cl<!1ti:1:-ly saw the. t the :r~J.igion 

( +) Major. tT .w. Povah, possibly ii l"eputable psycologist but; at best 

a cu:1?so1"y student of' the B:tble 1-.e:re:rm to Jert,miah in 11 the New 
d 

l?sycology and t;he Heb:i:1ew P:t•ophets" P.age l58 as, 11 dctHl1d.e~y a 

po1;ent:te.l psycho neu1 ... otic, with a stroni ten.d(-Jncy ·to :t'eg1"esaio11fl" 

( +➔•) 2/20, 24, 25, 3/1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9., 13., 20, 5/7, 8$ 



v1h:f.ch sancd;io:o.ed prost:l'tu.tion was un.d.erininil)g 1'amily l11'"e and 

na t ionaJ. ntOl"'al:t ty. He 'bel1.eved that only by pu:t1;:lng aside their 

:tmpuri ty and. Pl"'openai:by to ev:tl could the·y become wol"tshippera of 

Yahweh in spirit an.d t1 .. ui:;h. Fo1" He del:La;hts, Jeremiah. tells ,:s, 

onl.y i.Il loving ki:r1dnesa., ju&tice., and r1ghi:;eousnt111 in the ear.th. 

The proph11d;tm senf,sit:J.ve spirit seems to w·r•ithe in ·the p:i:~esenceii 

of. all. fo:i."'J11s of evil. Especially doea he 1,.eco:f.l from ti,.~ach:ary and 

d0ce:tt. All. the pt,opJ.e are found by hi:m to be OOl"'l'.'ttpt. 1.rh<1>re is 

not an honest man in Jerusalem (5/1). }J:very la.st,; person l.:i.es, 

chee;tis~!i~ st:ee.J.1J, dr deals tr(l;acheroumly • The c:t ty is likened t;o a 

well always containing wickec.'b.1.e~s ( 6/7) ti Cri19s tox• "help" ai~e 

constantly hea:r>d in hex' midst. l:"'oo:r:• and nee<ly are opp:i:•esm~d. The 

of'fi.<.d.al. xaep:t'esentatives of Yahweh are :false. Je1"oud.e,h is as mu.ch 

shocked b'y the peoples t lc,ve of dec0it and oalloummuia to sin as by 

the evi.la tlwmaelves. "As·conishln.ent ar.l.d ho1"ror has come to pass 

in the lani; the prophets prophesy falsely, a.1-id. the priests :i:1u.le at 

their httnds, and my peopl~ love to have it so. 11 (5/30; 31,. (+) 

So habituated to evil are th~ people of. Je:rumnlem 'that, this con• 

d1i;1.on is regarded. as perfectly normal. Jel"Olll~tah, with a ac.ml 

senmitive to ethical and spir:ttall valuew, is e;K.oited to amazement 

a:rui ho:N·•01~.. His ili1l "t:he to:.trtur\9 of a sensitive human spi:t"it :b1. 

the p1,.esence of moral evil." 

c Like HorH:11a, w:tt;h whose writ:ings Jeremia.h wtia u.nclou.bted.ly 

:f'f.1.:mili.0.r, he 0011:i.d.derB ·bhe cor1 .. ·upt national life as u.nfait;ht'ullne,ss 

to Yahweh. She who had been His yoUllEJ.; belov·ecl bl"'id0 (2/2) had 

turned adulteress and given herself to strangers (2/20, 25, 3/l, 

et;c.). It 1s qu1~-te likely thn.t the prophet lmew lees of the or:f.g:tn 

( +) .At, a aome.,what later pe:r•:tod this exqu.isi te poem po:r.trei,iw a :t'Ul"'th~r 

rern.crt;ion, 11 0h the.t I had. in the w:Llde1 .. ness a vra:v·f~l.l?er' s lodge; 

that I mi~ht; leave my· people a.nd go from them! fo1:- they al"G all 
E.l.dult,e1,.ers, anf! assembly of t;:i:•each~rr1oua raen.f, 11 ( 9/2•8). 



and eax,1y history of his peopl,o then doem a moder1,. histor•ian. 

For he apparently do~s not know of the pentat~)ucha.l document& 

that ·t1,eat of Israel's backsl::td.intt in ·the) wilderncws (1b:odu13 32 

Deut.l9/2F). Else he coulc1 not he:ve looked. back on the past as 

id.er:1.l. However, not only is the p:J?ophet wanting in h.ir::,torical 

perspect.ii ve, but also he is hardly ju.111t ·to hi.s oor1.tem.po1la1•:l,em fo;i:i, 

they we:r•e in la'.J:&ge part of' Oe.nam'.l.ite descent. It was na:tural and 

:inev:l.table that they should cl~B to some of th~ wayi of thei1~ 
(I\U~I\ 

father~. 'l"hey were> not so"fidO.e as 1:le claimed, bu.t obst:t.m:t:te. Alf.llo, 

when people~me1"ge a f!lync:.t11atism of cultu1"e,t im inevitable. Th0 duty 

of one devotfi)d to the higher o:t.• the cultuf.'el is to educat$; to ·w$0n 

people :r-~om the:t.1:- cuis1;ome and sup~rst:ttion1. But J'tu•etd.ah ir1 the;se 

earl-y· days, ·with the hot pe.!llsioh or a youthful p1\ophot, tmz,p_a1~.ingly· 

condemns his whole pe:ople., He f~lit•ly sleants at tl1;e:tr vio~m. For 

inva.de:ris we:i."e on the horizon111 In ·tn,icall)t Hebre,v f a.o'.m.ion ( +) he 
/~ 

saw ir1 the impending diaasi.;er a ~sign of' Yahweh ts disple,amu:i:"e• 

"The toe (++) whom Jerem:i.ah htHl in m.1nd when he originally 

delivered ·the prophecy (.4/5 .- 6/20) wtu1 in all probabil:i,.ty the 

Scy"thians who a.ctually ove:r•i'lem wes1;t1:r•n A_sia at about 625 B. C., and 

advancf,d ·through Palest;ine as :f'a1" af! .Ascalon, int(mding to inva.cle 

Egypt;. 11 A pe.ssa.ge, of' He1~odutus ( +++) tells o:f' the d.ef.eat of ·t;he 

(+) The Boole or Job is the magnificent e:x.ceptio11 in the Bible .. 

(++) Drivel" 11 transla.tion of the Book of Je;r,einiah11 page 21 11 

( +++) Book I, Chapte!' !lO..jF,. 



Medes by the Scythi1Ju).$ who ·then 11beomne ma.sterii of. all Asia. 11 

a.s 
1.rh:L11.1 is p1•obably an e:x:X.fJ.gere:t:i.on ~ is h:J. s s ·t;atemient ·that; they 

vuled. As:ta for ~W yertr9. But that they did invade Asia at th:te 

·time is accepted by moi~t schoJ..e.x•s. nEverythin&; (+) was over th:r:-own 

b-y· their lio~ntiousness and ne{.,lect; fen"' besidea the usual t:t?ibute, 
. l~Ode 

they- J?~ itrou.nd ·the c ou.r1 try and plundel"'ed them of all their 

pos se1u:io:ns. 11 Tb.eir tel'r:tble i:L1 ruptio:n. has been clemcl:bibed ir1 this 

fashion ( ++) 11 pouri.ng through. the piuJ se s of the Caucaaus:,1 ho1"'de 
' a:f.'t;e:t• hor•c:\e or Scr~rthiEu1s blackened the rich plains or the South. 

on they enme like a fl:ts;ht of' locuatm, countless, 1r:ris:tte.ble, 

:f:'inding the ltnd before t:hem e. garclen, and leaving it bohind ·t;hem 

a. howling wildern.e1u1. Neither age nor sex would. 'be spareq,. . The 

CI'OPS would be oonstm1ed., the h~n ... ds swept off or dEHttroyed., the 

·,d.lJ.ages and homesteads bu11ined., t;he vvhole oour1try me.de a scene of. 

do~ola t:1.<>n.0 11 

Jerem:!.ahtt a deH!.Hn1 ::i.ptio11 of the foe :t:roµi the North is botttl)r 

stti ted to the primeval and r.erociou,m Soythianffll then to Babylon or 

A1u1y·ria. Andl if there appearm ·ho be e. oonftt $:ton in the prophet t m 

mind a.m to some of the de·bails., such c-ta the mentio11 oft eha:1:iiotti1, 

(4/3) and siege operations (6/3F) wh:lch were el'.)lp] .. oyed by the 

orgenised armies of Babylon, it is well to remembei, that the l\\j& 

prophecies were :no·t wx•:tt;ten tu1til the year 604 1 when they were re ... 

u -titert1.u:l to meet a new ad tu.at ion, the imminent Ohald.ean invaaio11 ( +++); 

(+) Herodotus .. 

(++) Rawlinson "Ancient Mo:x:i.a:t:•oh:l.es" Vo:ihume II., page 613@ 

( +++) Babylon 1.mde1" Nabo.poJ.aJJJsar conquered Assyria. about 60?, and 

under Nebuchadn0zta.a:r rmltted the Egyptian a:inn:tes at, Oha11chemish 

in 605, ro1d was thus enabled. to tm"n 1 ·ta attention t:o 
I 



The verses clescn:1:t'bing t;he inva.siorl from ·bb.3 North revealed. 

Jeremiah 8.S a. lyric poet of high order.. Abrupt., short~ ... breath' d, 

they a.re as v1.vid and moving ae an1·bpoE,try 1n the Bible,. DraHants 

Schmidt (+) refers to c~n:1te.in passages ( 4/19 ... 21) as "among the 

best desc:r.•:1.p·hions of. a vis:i.011 in aJ.l literatur·e." The quomtion 

ar1.ses whether this real:t.sm is er.1,tirely the p1')oduct o:f a powerful 

imag::tna.t1.on or whether actual experiences a.re being described.. It 

does no·t seem. likely ·t;he.t poert;:tc fancy alone 001.tld oonceiv·e as 

g:t'aphice.lly as Jere~iah doE",s in Chapter 4 the terro:t• an:.l conf'u1:ton 

of the people ~5-8) 1 the swift app:tloaoh of. th~ enemy (13) 1 t:he 

terrified ll18!.HrnngerD f'ron1 the north (11), the blast of the tr\Ur(p~it 

( 19), the crash of. ruin ~20). On the other ham. there is no e·videnoe 

of. an 1:nvaaion of Jerusalem bef'o1,e these verses we:r1e wri.tten. 

P1·0obe.blj1" the answ1:n" lies between the ·two. News t1 .. avel:il sw:U'tl·y 

in the Orient, While marching toward.a Egyp·t the Soythim.f!l as was 

·their vront p11 oba.bly ravaged. sections of.' 1101 .. thern Palestine. J]m .... 

belli.sht)d l'epor'.bs of' bloodfihed and destruction quiokl-y· reached 

Jerusalem. With these account;s dinned :ln h:tsi ears Jeremiah may 

l:ulVe p1 .. oject.ed h1.s visior1 of the invasion of Judaht 

He had the poot ti genioua fo1-t cramming a t:rtemendoum pioture 

into a lin.e or two or ve11>se. Notable exampleiz are his vision of 

the utter desolation or the ea:bth (4:/2:s ... 26), h:ts soul's anguish at 

the alarm of' war (4/19 ... 91), th<1 trava:ll of his people ~4/31), the 

wild. heifer :tn:f'lamed with dea1:tbe (2/24}, t'.he ma.riy p:tcturea of. adulte:ry 

(+) "Die GI'()li.lSdtn Propheten und IhI'O ZEdt;11 , Page 205. 



an.d of' t:he invading nation. ( +) These ea:rl-y· poenul all reflect 

deepl;;,· stirred emotions. They a111e not; in the least c~ntempla.t:tve 

or• philosoph:i.cal~ Like h:ta late11 wx•iting:11 they are unquel':!tionably 

s:tn.cere a.nd free from anything perfunctory or a:.rtif."icllal. The 

major1 .. ty of these fragmentary poems are writ:hen in J'e:r.emiaht e 

(+) Verae 10 in Ghaptex• 25 is a most s:tgnif'icant illustration of 

his genuine poetic instinct. "And I shall oau.se to perish 

f:r:•0111 them the voice of' mirth and the voice of' glttdness., ·t;he 

voice of' the briclegroom and the voice of. the b:r:'lde, the sound. of 

the m.1.1.letones and tl1e light of ·t;he candle,." The fi.l'"i'b part of' 

the ve1~au, is to be found also in 7/341 16/19, 33/ll; but the le.sp 

fou:r. words (:i.n the Hebrew) would serve to st:amp the picture 

1ndel1bl'y·· on the m:t.nd of' an Oriental. For the absence of.' re

jo:tcing and \'vedd1nac feasts might not :l.ndicate utter desola.tion.; 

11&:ther that a g1~eat so:r.:t"ow is b:~ood1.ng o,rer ·the peoplet But 111 

times of the most abject grief. the u:r.•gent physical needs mu.st be 

supplie(l, Com must be ground; the lamp must; be li:b as darlr.;i.ess 

cl.oaem in. 'J.'he tro.veller in the Orient hears a i; a distance ·the 

grinding in the mo11 n:tne: and knows ·1~r1at human beings ai•e near by. 

And the humblest aha.ck is noi; without its la.mp. Darkness 

without a glin@er of light e..11.d deai;hly stillness of* an early 

mm:-ning are sUl"e s:tgna that the la.nd is desolate. Only a poetic 

gen:i:us could paint so striking a pi.ot,u,e il:'.l. f 01.tl:' wo111ds. 



favorite metre, the Q,ina rhythm,(+), Duhm maintains that this metr•e 

is the testing l"Olft. for thed.r genui:r,\t:Hss. Since the:1:~e are frequent 

lapses from :l.t he finds 011ly sixty short poems ( and the prose 

letter to the exiles) or Jeremianio origine Por many of these 

irregul.a.1":J. tieai lel.te1• editors t1ncl., possibl'Y', Baruch me:y be held 

:r.•esponsible. But it is also 11.kel-y· tha1:; not a few are wr.1tten 

ex.actly IJl.S they were u·ttered by the prophe·t;e That so hign. ... p1.tohed 

a personality should limit himself exclus,.v.ely ·t;o one ror-m of 

w1~1t::i.ng is not easy to believe. The earlier prophets, to the best 

of our knowledge, used both prose and ·verse, J"e1ie.nniei.h, the most 

intense or all., could never have conveyecl to b.is people the 

1tremendous mEHllsage with whirll h~, was ch0.1.,ged., within a single form 

or folk ... aong. Corn.ill takes a earl.er v:tew when he maintains that, 

11 there prevails a cert~ain freedom in t;he met1--ical strui1tue of. the 

indivi.du.m.l lines due to the ±'act ·that f'or the prophet verse making 

(Dichtl:'n) was not an end in i teelf\, 11 A reader o:t.' Chapter• 1 ... e htils 

his attention d1"avm 1nvolun1;a1"il'Y' ·to the frame-wor•k of' the 

prophe:s:tes. But am one reacls on in ·t;he boo~ ·the poetry,. always of 

high 01•1:ier (where tJ;enu:lne) seems ltemu.t s1gnif:lcant; the man and hira 

m1.!u111sage brush as:J.de all oth~x• considerat;ions. Je1~em1ah1 s devl$lop ... 

me:n:t; 1:u ref'l1,cted. in ·bhii!i! l'etH}tion. Fox- his talent as a poet 

ca.me to him ea1.,ly in life. But in ·the cou1"t.H"!I 9f yet!l.rs as he d:i:~ew 

himself necn"er to God, a.nd came to ·w1de:r;1irtr.1.:nd bett<·nJ the human 

l.1.ear·t as well as wol:>ld mnvomer1 ts, he beoamc➔ a prophet, Itirael 1 13 

g1--eatest11 

( +) so ... cii.1lled, or:J.g;inally by Budde,, beca:u.se 1 t wam the met,:i.'"e in 

which di:l"'ges ov·er thE1.1 dead and., late1?, eleties ovel'.' na:l:i1onc~.1 

m:i.sfortunea were u tte:red. In Has ti:n.~s d:t.c·f.i:tonary C):t' the Bihlt, 

Volume III page 5, Budde J.a:ys down the ft,llowing lm.w for 

eleg:tes, "the~se were unif'o:r~1111y composed in vel.'fH>S of two membe1--s, 



the length of the ;t'irf:rt of. which stands to t;ha:t; of the second :in 

the propOl"t ion of 3 :2, gi v:u1.g rime to a pe riuliar l:J.mping r\t;rtbm 

in which the second member, as i ·t were., dies away and exp:i.r•es." 

00 



IV• JOSIAH I S REFORM AND .AFTER 

The Scyth:tans were tu.:r.~nod back: by Psa.rmnet:tch:u.s of Eery·pt ( +) 

and fade f or1:ra1rer ou,t of ·hhe history of Judah.,. The gi"ave peril, 

evc.:m t;hough avert~H:l, caused both peopleJ e.nd k:t.ng to take atoclc,. 

Oert1ain popular institutions were wei,ghe.d. in the balru1ce and found 

want1l1.g,. In the year 621 J'osiah inaugu1-.a:ted his great 1,.efo:t'\m°' 

There is ver.-y little ev:tdern~e touching the unde:rilying causes or 
this movement'!! But tha:t it took l"oot in the popular will is clear 

f:t'Olll the lack of oppoa :J.t;1on and from the til.S'5eint of' 11 all the people" 

to Josiah's covEmant (II Kiz1gs 23/41). In the ot2ha:ts jusrt passed 

tht:rr•e had been much searching of heart. The destruction of 

Ial."ael for its sins had 11ea1'1>1y been repeat.ad in Judah . ., The 

mest.rnge of ·the proph<~·ts, especially Hosea, had been ignox•erl in 

·the No:itl;hern Kingdom; Sama11 :la was i-•educed, the people exiled. 

That fate, it we.a Pl"obably thought., m:l.ght yet be the po:i:,tion. of 

Juc1ah i:f' the wor•~1hip of Yahweh we:i:•e not p,.u~:tr:ted. 

The prophetic ,~efo:mn:!.ng party 1;oolt ac1va.n·tage of this frame 

ot' mind, as Wellhausen in.dice.tea ~++) not so much bedau.se i·l;s log:to 

was appealing, but; because it; pre,se:n.ted an opportun:U:;y ·to put 

their refo:r•ms into p111act:tce ~ Their chief' aim we.a to oli:H:1.nse the 

popul.ar worship of' those elements which were l"'epu.:tsive to Yahweh 

( +) Ei·the1,. by gif' ts as Herod.otus s tat;es, or by a show l">f a:rnns., 

which :U.1 more likely. 



an.cl deg1.,.ad:J.ng to th<", worshipper e Not ab ol.i tion bui, :reto:i:1m was 

its goal., The high pJ.aces and the al:1oru:t11aticms practiced in th.em 

wo:i:~e to be elimirrn:l~ed. They dei~ired, howeve111 ,. to centralise 

worship so that: the cultus :ln proper hands might be kept oli;;an. 

"Then too . , , 
as dist:i.nct from the Yehovah of Bethshemesh m:• of Berthel., and so 

a s trict;ly mc,r.1.a1•ohical concep'l:'iio11 of God 110.tu:rnlly led to the 

Clonolusi,on that; the place of rI:1.s dwe1:U.11g and wo:i:•shipsh,ould also 

only be one"" ( +) The pow<:lrful Zadokite priesthood willingly 

ooopera·ted (++) partly ·because thc1y shared many of "bhe :Le.leas 0£ 

the p:i:1ophetio pa:i:.1ty and also because the pr•oposed reform3 wou.ld 

The suppo1"t of pubibic opi:nion, it is bel'leved., madt) it 

possible for tTos:lah to go about his :i:•eforrn so ·vigorously and 

tl.1.oroughl.y,. Native Isrs.el.1-t;es could easily have been induced, 

ir:1. the ta.ce of' {a) national ce:taatrophe, to look upon the Bamoth 

of Ca:n.aan.1te <n:'igin as responsible f'or Ya.hw~)h 1 13 wl.1ath.. It 1.s 

a.lat:> l:Ucely i;hat -bJ:H:'l ·tetichinga of. Hosea,Amoc1, Micah, imd possibly 

Jeremiah had begun, at least;., to take root in ·bhe popular mind. 

It is difficult; to conceive of religious pr-os·ti.t1),tion ancl the 

sacl""1.ficr.i of child:t1e:r1 perniimently commending the:mselves t;o the 

( +) Wellhausen Page 26. 

( ++) It was .H.illdah ·bhe n:tgh l?:i?iest; who called a.t·te:o.t:ton to the 

d.:1.scovered bc:tc>lc which gave impetus to the movement. In 'the 

book of J01"emiah :I.a miJ:irored th€:'! close relations between 

the pr<.>phetic group and ~hEl)Pl'"ies·ts G (2/B, 5/31., etc.. er. 
tamentatitms 2/20). 



out; 
consc:tf§nee o:t' a people/of whose life st:i:•uggles evolved the morally 

minded He b111ew prophets., 

d:lssa·t;isf.:l.ed wH;h existing c ond:t t:t.onE1. ( +) 

The i1nmec:liate cause of the ref'oI•m was the f1nd:J.11g of' a book 

of' law in ·the •:r.emple by Hillr.iah., He tu:t>ned. it over• t;o Shaphan., 

the sc1 ... :U,0, who read it to Jor:1:tah,. 1I'he King was pr(>foundly 

moved. Af.'te111 1,eceiv1.ng the 'blessi11g of Huldah he called to

ge·ther an assembly or the men of' Jer•usalem and all ,,Judoh. The 

e) book was rt-lad and a solfi)m.i. oath taken to l:t:ve by its teachings. 

Then Josiah stre:n.uously 'set about. the .fbrlc of reform. 
''--

Wha:t book was found in the 1I1emple? It is impossible ·t;o 

ex.tt.1wer with any clegre~, or certa:tnty. Schola:r,:,s have g en~n•al ly 

assU1ned that it was Deu·t;ero1101ny·., or at lea.at the legisla.tive 

ke:t•nel of that 'book., Chapters li?.i2E'L The:tr 8.r.•guments lll"El be.r~e411 

chit}fly on the clofm ag1 .. eement between its enactments and the 

actual ref'o1,ms of.' Jos1.ah. !ts desor:tpt:i,on of the apostate ccm ... 

dition of Judah cox'responds w::tth what we k.t1ow of' that l:and :tn the 

yea.rs pl"eoed:tng ·the :.t"ef'o:r-ms, and :.tts eo:mmancls appear to hfj1:v.e been 

ce.11:r•ied out by the King.. Othel"S have mai11tained that D<➔ut01,.onomy 

was wrH,ten in the Six.th Centu.1-.y and embodies the :riesultai of r--., ... ..,r~•'illla 

( +) It :.ts alwtiys dangei"ous to injecrt moclern psychology into ·the 

framewo:i:~k of ancient 1~.f'<:~.. But; i't hard.ly seems 11.kel·y ·that 

·the f'a:t;hers, b:t1•othm:.1s., f'iancees, end husbancls of' the hi.gher 

classes woul.d look wl'l:;h rnur,h favor on the periodic visi-t;s of 

their bel.ovea. women to the prof'ess:t.onal male prostitutes of 

the stu'.l.otuaries. 



changes which Josiah had ina:ugura1~ed. r.t,~ affini·by with the 

Book of Jerem:tah (+) :ts clue, they maintain, n(>t to it;s influence 

cm the pr•ophei, but to i·ts hav·:I.ng been in:.f'luenced by h:7.m~ How 

can the writer• r;1 injunction to all Israel ( l/1, 5/l, 11/241., 12/5, -
1,4 e·cc. 18/l) be expla:tned in view or the fact toot J,,sieh had 

ju:risdi<rbion only o·vt:):r. Judah .. (++) Thosf3 vt.i.o fav·or a la.te date for 

Deute!'o:nomy main·ta:.tn that :lti:1 a.dvocattlS m:lght have aimed ·1:;o enha.noe 

:tts prestige by maki.n.g Josiah act in accordance w1·th it. If in 

later t :1.mes this boolc did become the~ law, any acoo.un'l; of the ~ef.'ol"lll 

would. be oolo1"'ed by the WI1i'l,;e:r' s c onnept;ion of what a. pious king 

should do$ (+++) 

(+) 

What t;he def':tnite facts a:t'e it is i.mposs:1.ble ·to state., Nol1' is 

/ Driver i.n his II Intrc)c1.uct'ion to the InternatitJns.l Cotmnen1:·;ary 

on Deuter-o:noray11 , page XCIII gives an incomplete l:tst of 86 

phi.,ases and clauses which ax•e found in both books u 

( +-t•) Tha :f:"u.nd.runantal prin.c:tple s of h:i.g)ler or:l.t;:tcism are taken for 

grantecl in this thesis; ht~noe the possibility ot" Mosaic 

auth<:;rsh:tp is nc»t being conside:r.ed since Deuteronomy p:i;te~• 

supposes conditions with which Moses could no·t have been 

fam:i.lia1 .. ., "A cont;ixiuous Mosi1:lc trad:ttion, 0 Drive~ sto:t:;es., 

ca.used. it ·ho be ai;t::r.ibutecl to the great law .. g:tver,. 

(+++) It is well to nc,te tha:b the general assumption that Je:rr:nn:i.ah's 

"th:ts covenantn in Chapter 11 1,_ef'er~.~ to Deuteronomy, is ncrb 

borne out by the language <?f' thaj; l><)Olt. T.hc1 orig:i.nal Deuter ... 

onomy nowhe:N:i gives its elf out as a c ove11an·t 1inadE3 in the days 

of Moses ( except in 28/69 which appears to be the f'rame-worlc 

of a later edition of' ·t;ha book:). It cons1.ders i t;sel:f.' ru:1 

ad.dress by Mo1:1.es at~ the end of ·bhe desert; sojou.:rm, in which he➔ 

expounds ce1"·tain laws that h1~:ve been revi.:H,:i.1.ed. to h:i.m on the 

mount() 



.f'uxither discusrdo:n necea1::1a1:iy in a study of Jerem:i.ah' s personality 

so long as the vex•acity of II Kings 22/81'1 is ac}cep'ted. Thero is 

no good reason f. or dc,ubtin~ tha:h a book of the law was i'oiind anrl 

wa.s made by Josiah the basis of his refonn in 621. Whe'l;her the 

whole or pa:t't o:f' Deute:r.-onomy, whether some hi·tl:i.tn""·to u:nknown 

chapters oi' a canor.d.oal prophet or ·the w1 .. i:tings of an. obscure 

1r.emoor of' the prophetic pa.1"tY, we oa.1111.ot; t:rn:y. But that i'li was the 

wo:i:~king p:rogramme for a significant movement in the rrntiona.1 l:tfe 

is a fact. The precepts :tn this book that trouh:la',d Joa:i,e.h ( and 

hence concern. us) were to ol<.'lanse ·the 1rempl.e ot• al 1 forms of idol 

worship, to defile and destroy all local altars end h:tgh places, 

't:o abolish ·the olofielj a.ssoc:J.at;ed practices of religious pro1:.1t1 ... 

tu-tion and ·hhe sac1":i.fice of the first ... bcn-in, am to limi·t all 

sacrifice to the Ternpl(3 in Jerusalem. 

c ~t1hetrn Sos:tah proceeded to car1.1y out wi:t;h characteristic 

v:ig):t' ( II Kings 23). F:i.:t~st: the Temple was clea.nsed f1"om every 

trace of idoJ:t.1--·y. The houst:is of ·the pror:Jtitutes were destiroyed. 

The> high places nea:r• J"erusalem., and in all the cit:i.es of' Sudah, 

were b:rokert ti.own~ Tophe·th :t:n the val J.e1· of Hinnom was def :I.led . ., 

e.nd thf> chilcl sacr:l.fices to Molocbp~t, supp:r;;esaed, a. s was a. J.~10 

the worship of' the heavenly lu,n1inaries. 1'he idols whi<,h Solomon 

had e rectc,d for his Zido:.nil-:i.n, Moabi'l;:;E',, and .A1mnonit;e subjects were 

defiled; Not; a high place no:t• sa.01--ed stone from l¼eb-0.:\ to Beersheba 
·, , .. J 

was le:f't standing. Nor d:l.d the sanctu1"0.l"i.es of th~) Northern 

K:t.ngdom e:s.oape h:t.s zeal. The al tar r:tt Bethel and th.e high places 

b1.1.ilt by Je1.,.(:,borun were broken down, bu:t:>ned, ground under foot., 

""' I Hu.man bones wel'e burnt on the altar to polute~" The p1,.iests or the 

high pla.ces of 1:;he city of Srunaria were slain .. 



I:, 

J~·· lE-"~,:\ 
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Josiah's purpose was to purify the wox1sh:tp of Yahw6,b. :~.nd not to 

abolish sacrifice. With this :i.n mind Wf} ce,n better m1dellsta:nd 

wha:~ has been called "J·oFJiah 1 s cmnprom:tse0 • The local sancrtur:1.es 

in which the autonomous Levite p:t1 ieathood off'ic:i.erted were not: 

easily controllabJA., by tht:i King, If\ an Ol""der had gone out f'rom 

. Jei"u.saleni 1:ihat certain p:r•ao·tices were to be di~H~a.rded an attempt 

might be made to ob<:)y. But so deeply i~ooted were these practices 

that inev:ttabJ:y the law would be v1.ola:ted, eithe:r. flagrantly o:t> 

sur:r•ept1:biously. The one Cf.>rtai.n way of remov:tng the ev:U.s was to 

des"t;roy the se.nctual:'j_es.. But the Temple in .rerusa.lem was an am1ex 

·t;o t;h(~ Palace.. The King hs.cl vi.:t"tuall:y complet;e ju:risd:Lcrhiort ove1~ 

:t-1, (> Both he and the ref'o1"'ming party that was u:i:•gi:ng hi.rn on could 

make certain the.t no cor:ruptions were introd1.uyed into :i.ts ritual • 

.Also, although the1"e is no def'1.n:tte, evidence, it is qu:tt;e Ll.kely 

from whta.t we know of his C',b.aract;ex• the:t Josit1h would hitve been 

pleased. :i.f ·sac11 :tfices wer•e abolisherl al togis.tliler. Bu:t; au.ch. a move, 

he realised.., wouJ.d arouse bi'l.;ter opposit;ion in Jerusalem as it did. 

la:t~ge citry and. qui'lH:i a few small villages .. (+) ~rhe hostiJ.it;y of. 

the J.atter could be a.1,,oused wit;h01.:i:t very s_erious consequences .. 

But the King depended f'or his suppo1"t on the people of' ;Jerusalem, 

the riobles, i.;he pr:1.ests., the soldier•s, the merchru1·ts. I{i:il problem 

wat.il t;o go as fa.1"' as poss1 ble wi-bh refo1-:,m wiyhout alienating 

(•) During tTOrd.ah' s reign 4:5 Ol• 46, as an inscr:f .. pt:1.or:i. of 

Semmacherib st;a.tes., 11 st;:r1011g cities" of Judrab. were t;aken 

by the Assyr:.f.a1w. What 1-&e:main<"J<':l. was i:r.1.deed a "tin:v· kingdom11 • 



·bhem,.. ( +) ;Josiah wafJ not a prophet but a Pl"aotical l"e:f'or•m,rr, 

who p:r.•ef erred. half a loaf' to none. 

It; has been necessary to dis crass the h:lstc.111:lcal s i'tua:tion tit 

leng·l;h because J<1.n'lemiah' s refe1"ences to it are scan·b and f':r~agmen

tary. S·tuden·ts of th:1.s per:tod f':tnd it diffic,-ult to believe that 

·bhe prophet spoke only a few wo:i:-ds c oncern:tr}Js this importm1t 

development in religious hlstory ar.i.d wonder~&_ a't the e1;u11e ·t:i..lne 

why tl.:t:;s ol:.woniole:r:1 s write nothing about Is:.t111e1 11 s most advanced 

religious teachf:r11 • l'i-•obably in the f'ovme:r. ca.ea, some verses were 

ove11looked by tTerem:i.ah ·as ha d:tcta:te(t to Br.tx•uch, 01• were m:J.s ... 

pl1iced. b:y- lat·eri generati.ons. Perhaps in the second case he is n.ot 

mentioned becau.se., as e. -y'Qu:ng unknown p:t'ophet,, he did not in an1\[ 

way affect the 1,,eform for good 01• ill. But1 f.01~ five years he had 

been p11 ea<}h:i.ng messages of so startl:tng a ·nature that he should 
~ ~----

ha.ve been. kn.om in Me:l:;hoth and Jerusalem, 'llo which he-, was not 

a stranger (See Ohar)·bel" 5). A more lil-cel:y reason fol:l omit.t:.ir.tg 

his nr:1.me was his oppos:t tion to ce:r,ta.in impor1:;ant phases of the 

movement. 

Not; that .Terem:lah. was alwa,·s hosM.1<':l to ·the 1~ef'o:r-m. Chap·ter 

11, verses 1 ... s indicate that he a!l?dent;ly espised :;1ome covenant;, 

On<."H, aga:t.n, hc:mever, w~, are :tn the realm c,f un.ce:r.tainty. This 

covenant may hE;We been conceived personally by Je:i:imniah out; of' 

h:ts ovm relig:tous ex.peri.ence and may ha.Ve been d:li.rected against 

(+) Even so, Jos:l.ah was .f.'o:t•ced to ·baste :ld!!..lS! clef'eat$ The power

fully ent:t'enched Zacloki te priesthood refused i1b !JO lu.tel.:y- to 

permit ·bhe:lr countl"'y colleagues to pe..1"i:;lc:tpf..1.te in the Tt1mple 

1:H,:r1v:i.c~ as had been de<Jreed. See II Kings ~.33/9, Deut .. 16/6-8~ 

Ezeki.el 44/9 .... lfi. 



i 1~he then po·pula.:r oovent.•mt of :BJxodus :54, which was concerned not 
J 
f wi'th ethical r:t.ghteousm':HHl bu1; with :r.:ttual co:r:reotness. As such 

it m:lght have been th.e acio:rn out of which spra.ng the mighty oak 

But the more aooeptabl,, hypothoa:ls is tha:t it 

was his r :trst ut'l;orance c.onc01.'n1.ng the boolr. of. 1110:1.-,a.h or i:n. ... 

st:ruot;ion vn.1ich was the 'basis of. Josiah's l"efo~n. Since he was 

well aware of. the col'ru.pt1.on.s and a.bominat:1.cms in the lar1d., how 

natural was it for h:i.m to welcome w:t th open arms a. cc.:incer·ted 

movement on the part of. the K:f.ng, Pl''iests., p1~ophets., a:nd the 

population in general, to extermj.nate ic1oltry, reJ;;Lgious p:r•cHri.;1 ... 

tutio11. and child t.rn.cr1..f':1.oel TlHH'H:1 we1~e the very evil.s again.aij 

wh:I.ch he had been p:Peaoh:tng. Some s chols.rs have mi;dntained that 

theH1e w-Jrses indicate so greE.it a aym;path:y w1 th the o ov<1nant; ·that 
undtn~ 

he even/took a prer:l.chi:t:ig tou:rl throu~hout the lend" ( ++) to w1.n 

people to it!IP This is unl:i.ke J·e:i:•emie.b. :f'o::r. thel"e we1 .. 0 articles in 

the covtma.nt with wh:t ch he could. not a.g:r•ee. .And. he was not the 

sort; of pe:i:•son to ·tHlte the J.ectur•e platform f'ol' a covenant;., and 

( +) Je1~em:l.eh' s N. C. will b(~ d.iscus see in Chapt;er VJ:I of t h:ts 

(•!--+) Prof'.,.A.,B.,Dnvid.son :.tn h:i.s a:1."·ticle on. Jeremiah. in Ifa.s•ting' fJ 

Dicticm.a1 .. y of the B:lble says on page 570, "the e.xprEH3t{:1.on 

1 c:tties of Judah and s treeti:1 of J'eru i::mlem' is not to bE~ 

p:t~0s~.1ed to employ a c:t.:i:1cu:l t:. oi' t:he c::i.t:i.(:ia a:n.yrnore than of 

the s -t1~eets. When Jeremil.:,h spoke anywhe:i:ie he spoke in the 

c:l. ties of' tTUdt-1.h and. the st:i?eets af' J'erusaJ.em for h:.i.s wo:r•cls 

went out: to alJ. the land (~16/2), just r:ts when he spolte in 

1l1ahpanhes he addx1es aed ·1;110 dwelle:rr~ in }:)a:t;h:r.os o:t:> upper 

Egypt; ( 44/16 etc.). The ph:r.•sise 'oi ·ties of' tTudah and. s t:reets 
" 

of' ,Te1~usalem• mea.ru3 tl:10 c ou111::i..,y and t-:he ca.pi tol ( 17 /34, J.l./13 

C:f' .. 4/5) 11
• 



to extol one-half and denounce or keep silen.t about the other .. 

Al.so., there was ne:U.::her need nor precedent for a crunpe.ign of 

prope:1.g1.u1.cla . .,, Jos:i.e.htr; orde:r.s wore law. His o:t:f'ict~rs wen·t s.bo\tt 

the businesr:.1 of. destru.<ri;:to-n. without <10nsu.J.t1.ng the wi~ihes of' tl1.e 

1001.:-1.J. popu.lt1·t:I.on* 

At the incep·tion. of the rofo1:-m, th.e~, Je:t"efil:l.ah Pl~obably 

fe.vo:t'ed :U;" H:ta oppo::li t1.cm begins when he first sees i 1;a effect$, 

WeJ.J.ha.u.sen ( +) :tnd:tce.tes the :t1eascn1 for the f'i:d.lu:re of the movement. 

to rnea.m:tre up ,to the hopes of' :i.tf3 p:r•ojecto:t?s. 11 .l:i:r•ophecry· died 

when its pJ~ec:epts at;tained to the f'oJ?Of? of laws; the prophetic 

:i.deas lcH:it thei:i:• pur1 .. 1;y wh011 'they became Pln:1.cti.cal. \I\J11atc1ver may 

have b(:;en c onte:m.pl.a.ted o:nJ.y p1•ov:i.sional :r.eguJ.ittions e.c.tually 

adl:rd tt:ed of bC";-);i.ng cmn"ied out, and these only :in cooperation w:1.th 

·the king and p:r.•:i.es'ts end with due :regard t;o the co.pacit;y oi' the 

111a.t.H:1es e ~rhe f :tni.~l outcome of the x•ef•orma.ticm. was pi .. :1.ncipally 

tl:le:t the cul tur~ o:f.' Yab.Wf-)h was limited to Jel:>usale.m and abol:tahed 

eve:cywl1e1•e else; such we.s the P<.'>Pt:i.lar and. t; he Pl"'ac..rt;ics.l :t'o:t."IJ:ll of 

Pl"ophetic monotheism." A has'l~y, s1.1.perimposed refo:t~ naturally 

did not get at the :r•oot of' the evi.l wh:teb. was 111 the hu.irua.n hea:i."t. 

11 :tts defectr& soo:n becmne appa.J:--fm't.t 11 says Skin:ner, "its supe1• ... 

f'ic :tali ty, its 1.nab :tl:t. ty ·bo cc,pe w:t th p:r.,eva.len t immorality and 

th(~ su1?v=l.ving tendeneies to polytheism a.ml superst:t:tion." A 

1.r.einple and the a:t•k of the covena11.t., Instead of the love of' God 

e:nd obediEm.(}0 to H:Lf:\ w:l.11 f'Ol" which Jel"0rnie.h had hoped, th<:)J:'f:) 

ca.mc-:1 to be t:t sUt'H:)rst:1 ttlous :i?everf.mce for the 111em:ple, wh:tah was 



regarclecl as :t.ndeatructi.ble (+)., All pnner of. unr:tghteousx:i.esa 

was toler•ated. so long as the prasc:t"i.bed obJ.1.gations to the 'l~emp:Le 

were obtH~'°ed~ '11he Temple Gom:it was thronged day by day wit;h !.; 

woNlhippe r.•s whose 1:t.:ftes, we mr~.y judge., :eell sh,:,rt of. t he1.r.• p1"0... i 

f'easion. 

What satisfied pract;:tca.1 1:>e:f'o:r.'me1.'s who were looking fox~ 

tangible results, wa.s not e:rwugh f.01-.. ,1ereminh who would. have bee:i:~ 

con1iE)nt, w:i.tb. nothing less tha:n. a complete change of' hea1"·t... With 

clea1"' percept:ton he had watched ·t;he d.eadeni.ng ef'f'ect of t,he :N)cent 

developments 011 the religious l:i.fe of the people. He heaJ:1>c1 man 

jus'b:tfy these new superst:l'..tions by falsely manipulating; injunct:tons 

of the law, and he Cl"ies out ag1a.ir.1.st this new self' ... righteowsness 

( 8/8}, 11 how can you say 1we are wise end. the law of' the TJOJ."d is 

For he knew that true sp1r•:ttua11ty· had. nothing t@ do 

with a fo:i."1nal observe.nee of religious 0:.1."'d:t:n.ances. The only· 

aut;hm:>i ty he recog:nis<,d was the II im'.l.el' voice", the injunot:t.ons 

la.id. by God on ·the hum.an heart. He ha.d found God ir:i.r:J·t;:tnct:b.rely 

and the1"'f1by wa.i.~ led, t;o believe that all men could. FO:t" th.e:r'f) was 

po¢'tentially, o.t lea.at, in ever.•y hea.,1-.•t: anf! instinctive year•ning 

:rtor II:l.m as su1 .. e a:ad unerr:tng as th~~ instinct of the rnigra:bory 

b:t:r•ds (8/7)., But the nie:r..1. of' Jud.ah had sunk into the mire of a 

false religi.011 and x~erused to r:tse above it; ( 8/4). They we11 e like 

tht~ people about whom Tchekov compla:i:ns., "why do we ·M.r•e so soon? 

and when we fall., how is it that we never try to rise a.ga:I.n?" 

!)E,spite th0i1• pio·11a :-p:r.o:f.'eas:'.l.on t:hey we1:1e rushing alon.g :Ln. theill 

( +) Posr.-dbly an outc a11e of• Isair:tht s teach:t:rLg., ... Is. 28/16 $ 

I 
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to wo:r.•ship delights only in -~ru,th . ., ju,s t;ice, :i:•j'.ghteour:1nf.H.Hs, kind-

ness, and ca:rmot; possibly be plEHlsed wi'l:;h the service of. those who 

do not de:t.1 .. ght in them as well. 

JeJ:>t1miah :J.ndioates ·that; ·the l"eform hafJ only ·toucl1ed the 

su:r-fe.ce; th.e haE1.rt ht\S not b€Hm. moved. - 11 T1:oeae6-1"'otts Judah ha:l:ih 

no·li returned. to me w:l't;h he1"1 whole hoe.1"'t but f.e:tgnedly, satth the 

wrd11 (:3/10). "You.r reform is not enou.gh", 01 ... ies Jer-em:t.ah., "c:t.r•

cumoise your hearts, ye men of J\\dahl" (4/4} (+) The people must 

b1 .. eak with the ev:tl associations of thEd.r past. The soil mt.st be 

clea1 .. ed. of all vile weedr~, leat they choke the seed tn. and pxbevent 

it r rom 11ipening and bearing f'ru.:tt. 11 Break up your fallow ground, 

sow not; among tho1 .. ns1 11 

It will help ue1 to undel."Stand the mul"de1"ot1.a hostility of ·l;r1e 

men. of. Anath.oi:::h if. we li:eep in mind ·h.he pos:ttic,n of sa<}r:i.fice in 

the co1nn1on life (++) a.nd Je:t"emis.h's e.ttitude t;owe.:i;•d" i-t. The med:i.s. 

of wc,ri1hip ho.d grown out of' ordina.1"Y life and were in :tnt:J.1,11a.t,e 

corn)ect:ton wi1;h it.. Sa.cr•:J.f.ice was a meal sd brought t oget.her f 01" 

certain ocrnas:tont{ a grou.p of people.. The l .. F.;turn each year of. 

vintage, co:i:1n ha.1 .. vest, and. sheep sheal'ing, ·the ar:i:-tval .of a guest, 

the ratificatifJn of a:i.i ag:i:11i:H,:1ment., embarking on a jou.1"'r.Ley1 01• 

•«-lllilMili"""~"""'-11='\II 

( +) He has not fallen as ye·h to the utterly peseimisi.~io viE)W of' 

·that a hea1•·t hab:1.tuated. to ev:tl can no mo1:-e do good 

than t;he black nu.in change his skin o:r.-. the lep<:)r his spots. 

( ++} See Vfollhaust}ll Is splendid discussion in 11 J~rolegomena." 

Page '"/6F. 



wo.rlike expedition we'X'e the occasion for J;Jathe:t•1.ng "l;o eat a:n.d 

drink in th.e presence of. Yahw0h:1 and ·l;o prs,y $ It ·was part of' the 

common l:tfe and the:r1e was no divorce between ma.c:i:ied and secula.1 .... 

To the He'b:r.ew such r•eligious Wo:i:•ship was both natural an.d 

pleat~ant. We can pictm1e., then, ·the b:t.tte:r.ness and wrath of. the 

v:lllage f ol.k as they heard the of.f.ice:r•s"' of J'os1~ah proclaim ·that; 

sac1 .. i:t'icos were to be offered only· at the r11emple and saw them de ... 

molit3h ·t.he local sanctuary,. The men of .ttnathoth we1""e furicm.s 

at Jerem:tah ncd; because he En1ppo1"ted. the reform., as some cleim, ( +) 

but because he was preaching that i·t; had r.i.ot gone :f"ar enough, that 

Etll sac:i:iifi.ce should. he:ve been eli.minated.. 

On ·t;his isi~ue he d:tsagreed :.f'u.ndanientiilly wit;h the re:r.orn~rs .. 

For ·the :r.•efo:rm had. aervod to accentuate i;he inherent f'ai.11.ngs of. 

the inst:ttution of sncr:lf.ice"' or•igina:tly, as has been ind.ice:bed, 

it throbbed with 1:i.:re.. But the new la.~ by lim:1.'ting iti:-1 observance 

to the rremple <)f ,Teru.sale)m and eliminating the meal assoc:J.a:bed 

with it, had, one m:1.ght say, separated. the religious from. the 

secula1.... Sa.c:r.~:U."ice lost v·:tgorous, l:.tvely cha:r.1acterist:ter:1 and. 

became pUJ?eJ.·y a med.1 .. 1.:un of' wol"Ship .. "The soul was f"led; the shell 

:N:nnained upon th.e shaping ou-t of which evei:•y ene1'g-y- was now 

concentrated. A man:tf'oJ.dness of r:r.tes took the place o:f' 

ind:l.viclualiz:tng O<}casioru:i J t;e:H,lm.ique was the matn th1.ng, and 

st;r:tct .t':ldality to rob:i:i:to., n (++) 

Beh:t:nd Je1--emi,ah was a p:i:~ophetic ·trad.:1 tion of opposition 

( +) .Peake, Cent·ui-.y BiblEi, Volw110 I, page l82 l!I 

(+-+·) W0llha.use11, opus cit. rage 78. 
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tbfJ sacr:i.f'ic e; "" 

Amos., 11 ! ha.to., I clesp:tse you.r feast; days, and I will n.ot 

rel:t.ah you:t"' sol.onm. assemblies. ~Chough you off.er 

me hui.,nt of.tc:i11 in.gs., and. your meat of.fe1'1o:i.ngi.1., I will 

not acc.H.:1pt ·t:;hem; nei:bhe:tt will,.I regaro ·bhe peace 

off'er1.ngs of. yoUJ:J ;!;'at beasts" ( 6/21 ... 22). 

•··.Hosea, "Foz1 I des:tre mercy and not sac:r.'if'ice; and. the kt1owled.ge 

of God more them burnt, of'fr;.lrin.gs 11 
( 6/6). 

Micah., "Wherew:t th sha.11. I come before the Lo:t•d and. bow myself' 

befoJ:1e the mor3t h:l.gh? Shall. I come before him wit;h 

bur:n.1~ of:f.erirJ.gs., wj_tJ:.t calves of a yea1,,, old? Will the 

Lor•d. be pleased with thousands of' rams or with tt-)n 

thousand r:l v·ers of oil? c, ... .,. - He ha.th shown thee., O 

man, wha't; is good.; and what doth the Lord. requ:h"e of 

thee., - but ·to do j'u.stly and love ineroy and. walk humbly 

before thy God .• n ( 6/6-8).. ( +) 

Isaiah.,. nTo what; purpcHH3 is the muJ.titude of you,r ::.rn.c:t'i:f:i.ce unto 

m<;;? 8aith the I,o:i:id: I am full of'. the burnt offer:tngs 

of rain.<:J and the fe:t of fed beasts; and I del:tght no·I: :tn 

the blood o:t.' bullockE3, or of' la.ml"Js, o:r~ of' he-e;,oat;s 

Who hath required this at ·thy hands'? jjj. B1~:i.ng no more 

vaim ebls.tions, 1::m.J:in.t offe1":tng is a:n abom:l.na.tion. w:rto me •• 

You:t:' appointed f.easts,my soul helteth. 11 (l/11-14) .. 

Jerem:i.a.h., the most 5.nterrnel:y- G-od-conBciouiJ of them alJ.., was 

a. wo1"th·y hej,r to this tro.di tion and h.an.t1.ed it on to his f. ollowers 

OtUMlilll!ON••iM,&M 

(+) :Ct has been claimed tha.t this i.s fl"om the pen of E1noi;l.tE)l".,, 

before the end of. the reign of. Me11asaoh11 
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the loftier- for• having loc1g1,ng in his personality.. With po:tn:ted 

sa.1"00.sf.111 he says, 11 acld you:i:• burnt offerings unto you1,. sacl'.•if:1.ces 

and eat ye i' lesh." ( 7 /21) e The dif'feren t types of dacr•if':lce ( +) 

me,y be lumpod together so· far as Yahweh is concern0ci, and tb.e 

flesh offered to h:tm might just as well be E~aten. In the following 

verse Jeremiah indica.t;es that he repudiates any documen·t that has 

been produced t;o p:r:-ove that sacr:l.fice ori.gln.a.ted a't t,be ®ivine 

behest. Apparenijly some such claim was being made, for verses 

22 ... 23 tE.1.ke the f o:rm of a donial or contr•ad:i.crli ion o:I:.' som.e afrnerti on, 

11 :f'o:t• I spake n.<.">t unto you.,:• f.ctth.ers nor coroo1a:nded. them • ., • concern1.ng 

bux•nt of'fe:r.•:t.ngB or sa.cr:tf:1.ces; but ·this dic.l I command t;:hem saying, 

trtearlcen unto my voic.e • • • and walk in the way I command -y·ou 1". 

The p:r:•ophet knew insti.nctiv-el:y that Yahweh could n,.rt be prop:ttiated, 

by sacr:tfices 0 whe.t hetth my beloved. to do in my hou.se? She has 

practiced ev:Ll devices. Shall. fat pieces ( ++) and holy flesh 

ca.use thine evil to pass f':t•om th;r{<~e? Then m:l.ghtest; thou 1:-ejoice." 

( 11/15}. Ss.ori.f'ice, Je:remie.h saw, wa.s non ... essentio.1, and entered 

not at a 11 into genu.irm reJ.t'ttions between God and man. It was no 

moJ:ie acceptable to G·od :now that it; had been limited to the one 

a.lta:i:, in Jerusaleme If anything it was less ·so~ Fo:r• of all the 

elementa tha:h had gone :tnto the mald.ng up of' 1;he institution o.f 

sam?if'ioe., only its 1ntrins1call:y false pr:i.nciple had been r.1.:rba.ined 

and glorified~ Jerem.iah' s 1:tf'e, even mo1..,e ·thi1n his teach:tng, 

was the nega:tio:r1 of' this principle., For God was llEH.:.t:t•est the 

(+) o:,'1/jn,!?iYwhi-oh were entirely devoted to Yahweh, and r.o~m~:11 

w1lch were eai.ten by the W()'rsh:tppe:rs :i.n a tla.c:red fE-H:tf3t .. 

(++) A:f:'te1~ Gieseb:t•echt, auhm, E1~bt:. 



api:r:lt;ually minded anc1i, 1n the p,rophet ts words., to H:tm burnt 

offerings werie not acceptable nor saorii":I.ces pleasi.ng. ( 6/20) .. 

A mox•e 1110.t,lre esta.imate o:r:' -the effects of the ref'o:r.w.i comes 

to light in i:;he seventh chapter•, a condensed report of which, 

probably by BaJ?uch., is .found. in (26/4-6). At the out~1et o:e 

Jeho:tak1m' s reign., Jerera::tah is a.ga.:tn cha:r..,ged to speak his m:1.nd on 

the pC>pu1.a1~ religion. There :ts 110 inf.o:t"'Ilmtion conoe1-ning the 

t1.,end of' events in thc:1 last decade of' Jos:f.ah's re:t.gn. But e.t its 

cl.ose t;he prophet scores the new evils 1;ha.t have arisen and in

dicates that there has been a. 1"ecrudesoence of the olcl"" I·t has 

been too muc-li to expect of a hasty, s1;1.perimpOSEld :religious re ... 

form.., that i·h should tear up deeply-rooted ev:tJ.s. The,rn remamned 

o:n but were covered w:tth a vonee1" of' punctilious Temple worsh:tp. 

People cont1.nu.ed t;o lie, steal, corlllnit atl.ultery., swear falsely., 

oppress the helpless., shed innocerit blood., and, becm.use they had 

not risen even to ·t.;he refo::r.~me1~s• conception of Yab.weh_, in their 

het\rts to wor•ship un1•eal Gods@ And. moP.e., th1;1y came to the Te:mpl.e 

regul~n .. li., offered up a pra:yer or a sac1'if ice, and oonsid.el.'ed 

themselves p:f.ou.s and r:lghteous. On tl'.u:irie counts J er0111iar1 convicts 

t;hem 1.11 this ad.dl:'ess; of hypocrillnt and sham. They simply ref'u.se 

to unde:t"stand the cha.racte1" or G·od., t;hat He is just and 1~:tghteous., 

am requires justice and righteousness,. To J'eremiah rel:tgion 

meant fellowship with a moral De:t.i,y~ Hence he protests most 

strongly aga.:1.nst this separa.i:;:ton of religion and moral:tty~ rrhen 

f'oll.OVl/s the prophet's verd:i.ot. Because this religion is false 

and the heal'.'ts of' the men of' Jud.ah are st~eeped :tn i·t., God w:t.11 

c:lestroy :f.ts vis:tl:1le symbol., the 1.eemple, as he had Shiloh., and wil.l 

oas·t; otit its wo1~shippel"S as the seed of Ephl"aim. 

OOv 



V. TUE CHA.IJ)EANS 

In 1~he year 608 ;rosiah marched '.t;o meet Pha:inwh Necco and was 

slain.(+) 1rhe people passed by his elclest son., Elia.k:t.m., a:nd 

choso thE> youngm::", Jehoa.haz., also called Sht1lltun. Afte1" a :r.•eign 

of' only three months he was summoned to HibJ.ah, d.epos ed by l!-:gypt, 

and 011:r:ried c r.-J.pti ve to t;ha t country., nc:}vr.111 to return. In r:1 

passage :i:•evea.11.ng the gr.ea:b tend.el"ness and p:t ty of which Jerem::tah 

was capable he 111.:>urns for the ·unf.o:t'·l:iun.a:te .15:ing, 11 weep 'jl;e. no·b for 

the dead (,Josiah)., :n.eit;hel" bemC>an them., but: weep sore for h:bn -!;hat 

goeth awa:y; fox~ he shall rot;u:t:>:r.1. no more nor see his ne:t;:i.v<1 country., 11 

( 22 /~JO) ~ J~lialtir.n, propably becau.se of his pro ... ]!gyptian sym.pai;hies, 

was :rair:.~ed to the Throne and his name changed to Jehoakim. It was 

at the begi:r.rn.ing of his reign t,hat t;he px•ophet del:I.vered his g:i?eat 

'.l.'empJ.,:) address, a su:mrimry of which is t:o b,e founc1, ~t the cc:mclusioxi 

of' the pr•ecef)d;'l .. :ng chapter. Je:t..,emiah had wa:tohed the movement t>f 

the x1ationa and again saw the .f:i.nge1~ of God po:t11tJ.r~ towards th.c; 

No:r•th0 Assyria, unable to withstand ·the St1ythians, was orun1bJ.:t.ng 

and. Bal>yJ.on with the &1S1:1i~3tanc}e of the lVIt!ldes thr·1eatbned to assume 

control oi' the affair•s of' Weste:r.in Aa:l.a.. Wit;h. this polit;icaJ. 

si·t·M.tion :'l.n the 1:rn.ckg:rouncl and wi·bh the co:i?:t•upt moral a:r1d religious 

oonditior1s of thc1 land befo:r.~e htt1 eyes, Jeremiah st;ood in tbJl 

oou:r•tya::t"'d of' the Temple and prophesied the clest11uction of Jud.uh 

(+) The accoun·t of' h:ts dee.th in the Book of K:l.ngs :J.s 1:10 meagi"e 

as to lead to t;he suspic:ton tlmt he was not killed :tr1 battle, 

bu'!:; was pu-t; t;o dee.th by ·t;he Egyp'l;i1::1:n monarch, perhaps f'tn• 

refusing to take the oa1;h of allegiance .. 
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for it,s sins,. Only a man w:i:th. e. divirn~ly :i.nspired message could 

ha;ve possessed th(~ courage to speak in this manner41 Fo:r the 

penalty for announcing the destmrnti.on of' the 'l'empJ.e and the c it;y 

couJ.d be dea:lih., as the tid:i.to:t:> na::I. ve ly ::t•eminc.1.s us :L'b was. :i.n t;he cai1e 

J·eremi.ah. is seized and 

chaz,gEfs are preferred agv.inst; him by the pr:tosts and the p:t~ophets. 

The princesii and ·the crowd pr•esent s.ct as judges. The p1~ophet 9 s 

pleia :ts simpJ.19, mov:tng., bea.u:h:t:f.ul and 1,..ef'leots his :t1u.te11ent n.obilit·y 

ar.Ld grea:t;ness of spi1:iit & Ai'te1~ repeatd.1ig in a f'ew shol"ti seni~e:nces 

t;hc1 e11u1<::,noe 06 the addI'ess and 1~e ... a.ff.irmi11g its d:tvine lnspir.a·hio11, 

he continues, 11 bu.t as for me, :l!.u ~Ill behold r. am in yov."J.~ hand; 

do wit;h me as is good and :r.:J.ght in you.x• eyes .. Only_ 1-aww ye for 

cex•·te.in the.t :tf' ye put; mo to death ye shall br:i.ng 1.nnocent blood. 

upon yourrJelvea and upon this city and. upon the inha.bi·tnnt1:.1 thel"eof'; 

f'or or a truth the Lord hath sent me u.n,to you to speak, &tll these 

wo:Pds in youl.l eaJ:>s .. 11 (26/14«•15). He :ts acquitted. 

r11he Medea and Chald.eans eaptu1•od. Nint:.ivah and. broke up the 

As::ryr•1.an Empire., Nabo.-.Pola.sso:r, :ru.ler of' 0abylon, then sent an 

army u.nde1~ the conmrn.nd of h:ts son, Nel::mehi:1dnezza.1", against the 

Egyptians whQ ht:td s,:3cu1•ed a st1mnghold on thei ]Juph1 .. at0s, and 
•.r-.,,,, 

succeeded ;tn. utt(:irly rou1;ing them t:i.t Ca1•ohemish in 6df5\., Und.ou,h'l::,eclly .•,,,,,, 

repo:r•·l:;s of the de.f't:)at of Essy1"ia and Egypt were 1:,eca:lved :i.n 

Jerusalem with great jC>y(I, For n.ow it was believed that Judah again 

would be an :t:m:lepender.d; powe1". Je:r.mtlliab . ., howe·v~n:>., was not; d,ecoi·ved., 

He ·saw in the now rnight;y power of jjab-y·lon the rl<3W 11 f'oe fro:m the 

Nor·th. 11 .Teho:takilll apparently had. set; out; to emttla.to tlle re:J.gr.1 o:t' 

Menasaeh. With.in three 01• :eour yei,rs t:he supe:r.ficial:t ty oi' ·t;he 
I 

new King's i1u1p:lJ:>a.tion to those ev:tls wh:lch hitJ father he.d st;J?iven 
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manfully., if' no·!; always wisely, to d<:H'Jt:tto-y·- Una.er these oil""""' 

cum.fltmces Jeremi.ah was c11lled cm. to b:i:-ing up to dat<~ anc1 puhl:i.sh 

a'broa,d his e1u•lie:.r utterances which we1"'e applicably to the new 

sit,uatior.i.. He dicrliated these to Baruch, the sor:i.be, tu:i.tl oha.r•ged. 

him to :r.ea.d them in the Temple on a :trast day,. This was 4one end 

created so profotm<l ans[ :impression tha:t :tt was read before the King's 

ministe11s as well and. f:tr.1.a.lly 1•eaclH,d the ea:t•s of' Jehoial:im.. The 

King ·t;o:t•e the sc.1•oll :lntm bits and. cast them in.to the f:tre. 

Jert~m:1.!!th, who had gc.:>ne into h:tding at the ministers' suggerrt;ion., 

had Ba.r1.1,,11 1"e ... w:i.""ite the prophecies 'and added. 'bc➔ sides unto then1 

marry l:llre words. 11 (36/32),. rr.he prophet decla:t•ed unequivoce.lly 

at this 'l;imt} that Babylon would dc~st:roy Juda.h, put: Jehoiakim to 

d~1ath., and. thr,d; none would. be 1~~:f'·t to s1.:t; upon the➔ throne➔ of' 

David,;, 

ll.:f:'t;e1" the battle of Ca::t:•(}hem:tsh Nebu<the.dnezzar d:t"ove the 

:mg·.9·pt;ians out of: Syria a:ncl compelled .rehoiakim to aclcnowledge his 

suzera:1.nty. He wa.s :r1eoallt:1d to Babylon by the d.ea th of. his father., 

l:m.t for ·bhree yee:.f!fiJ the King of 1.Tuda.g co11t:tnu.:')d to pay tri.bute to 

them\> We can well :l.m.ag:i.ne the :i.ask:t.~x factions and ir.1.tr:tgu.es of' 

these years, ·th.e al't;;e:i:•nat:l.:n.g of hope ru.1d despa:h .. (, lt was ,Juda.h 1 s 

g:i:>eat mi.~ifo:t•tune to have as its ruler in this c;i."'3.'l;ical pe:r:-iod a 

foolhar•dy, i11co.pabl0, ex·bi~a.vagru::i.t King. By heavily tax:J.ng his 

subjects, fore:i.ng labor•, and w:l.thold.ing wages., he bt1.:tl·t a. spaciour1 

a:n.d lav1.shl.y deco:r.1a.ted pti.lage., ,Tere:u1iah., always in:f'ur1.ated by 

in,just:1.oe, s·~ormed agr.dnst this project (22/13-17)~ Nothing o:f 

good. could come to a man who bu:ilt h.:l.s hou.sf) with wi:•ongs"' IVIuch 

cedar doeo no1; malt<~ a good K.ing"' '11h.en J ei"'em:tab. pays gener•ous 

tri''butt~ ·to the chaJ:1s.cter o:f' the man wi'l:ih whos<::J relig:toua refol'ms 
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it had been 11ec0ss~1"y fol" h:tm to take issue @n 11 D:f.a. not thy father 

eat and d.:i:•:i.:n.k:., and do judgmen1.; and justice; ·then it was well w:tth 

h:i.m., He judged thE:l cause of the poor Md the needy; t;hen it; was 

well., Wa11i not this to know me? 811i·hh t;he I-01 .. d..," (2~.!/15-16). 

:i.11.flu .. ential clo.sses of ;Jc1rusal01n, inflamed by a re11.g:J.ous 
I •-.,.."'"'"•··'""'•"~•-~"" -• 

and a nu:td passion for l:t.bert;y, urgecl the King to :i:•eb<:)l~ 

J\bou:t;; the year. fi~~g, the same year in which Ethhaal II of fi1oenicia 

w:t thd1 .. ew his a lleg:I.ance to Nebudcb.a.d.ne zzar., Jt)hoiak:im wi't;held his 

annu.al tribute,. Without dou.bt Je:t•<:im:tah opposed ·th~lr~ ·move.. J?or he 

saw, as tho shor•t, ... sigh"!:.ed pat:i-.:1.ots did not, that ,Judah could not 
r, 

clef'y -the power of' '°&J.>ylon with impt:tgn.ity.. Pr•eirning matters a.t 

homt1 and. '.lh.1s sej.ge of 1ryre nia4e it diff icul·t for Ne1.>Uchadnazzar 

to move agt\:t1.1st; his riib0l1:tous vassel at once !I' Instead he secured. 

thi:, as[lis'l:;cm.ce of the s:malJ.li')l:' nations s·u:rrom.1cling Jud.ah, who made 

11 epeated a:htackt3 on i:ts d01.mt:r•y d.:J.st:i:~:i.cJtr-;i. Subse-quentJ:y· the 

;.;,e.bylo:n:i.an monarch wa.s free to send his a:i::•m.y to J0r.•usalem. ~.llfl1fm• 

Be:f:'0110 the attack had. begun Jehoialt:tm 1 died, He was suceeded by 

Jeho:tial-cin ( all':10 callecl Oon:ta.h) his s«:.n1, who a:t't:er a :t•eign of' thrE>e 
J 

mont;hs su.r1"ende:r:-ed ·!:;he ei ty to the .1.;;iabylo11ians * Nebuchadne.zza:t" ,_, 

sptt:f.l'ed his 1:t:ee and took him to 81:1.bylon together w:i.th h:l.s mothe1i 

(Nehuf.~h·ts..f,., his wives and h:i,s children·., Most of the hoblEH:1, 

'l:,:t .. a.ined sold.ieJ:.>r1, and a:rtiss,n.s to tho rn,unber of 1ien thouisand Wf,:t:'e 

(-n::ile d wi -th him. His yom1ge1"' bx•o·the:r, Ma t't,aniah, was placed on 

the throne and. h:.i.s name changed to ·zedeJ:t:1nb. "Yahweh 1.s righteousnessn .. 

He was of a. gen·tle, u.mrnx•li.ke, guidablf-) cha.r1ac1:;e:t', quali1;ies 

which Neb1:tchadm1zza1? though"t would be guarantees ef peace and 

su1nn:1.ss:i.on~ Roweve1', :tn o:t:>d.E)r ·bo he cert;ain of Zeo.ekiah as a 

Vf1ssal, the ,liabylonian conqt1.eror enten:•ed. in.to a solomn trErn,t;y with 



him and bou.n.d hi.to by an oath of fealty. 

111 0:r• a t:tme it appoa:i:-ed 1;rn thou.gh all wou:td be Well with 

Judah; its inte:Pnat:i.onal trou'bles had been s ett;led, and all the 

energies of the nation could now be➔ devoted to its in-te1'ne.l 

problems. ~['he newl·y· c1 ... eated 11ob:tlity w:ouJ..d not have it so. They 

appeared to have been sej,zecl with a mad pass:ton f.0:1? the freedom of' 

,Juc.lah. Zedekiah, eVfll:l if he d.E~sired.., d.:td not hav·o the strer.igt~h 

of' charact:r:n" ·to uph<:>ld th(Jm. P:t:•essu1 ... 0 was brought to 'bea:p on the 

li:l.ng by Egyp·t, whieh was m:i.com:f.'o:r.•table wi t;h a Jjabylon.iab. vassal so 

nea:t• at hand, by tht) other small no:tions near Ju.dab. i;ha.t had bf.H,n 

<H)nque:i:-ed by Nebuchad11azza1•., and by- ·l,he banished Jud.0.e1:ms who 

oher:i.shed the hope that :J.11 t;his we..y they m:tght :r;egain thoi.r free ... 

dom ancl :1:-etu1"n 1;0 their no.ti ve land .. · ( +) In the f'oui"'th year' of 

Zedekiah's re :J.gn ambas sado:ra f.l"'orn Edom., Moab, .An1mom., ~ryre., a.nd 

Z:tdon assenibled in J·eruse.lem to pla.11.:i( a :t:'f)VOl"I:; against Nebuc~b.ad ... 

n0~rna1~., It :ts likely that the aocel!:lsi<.m. of. Psa.111'1,'!l(;Jtichus II to the 

throne of Egypt; was cormecter.t in some way w:!. th tb.:i.::1 movement., 

Zedek:i.ah1 s a:c"bitu,de is not lrnown., (++) but the revolt came to 

naugh·t. 

Very l:t 1;tle in the Book of' Je:r.1 0m:i.ah can be attPibuted 

de:f'in:ttely to the f.'il"'st decade of. the :i::•e:tgn of' Zedeki11h. On.e 

incident of impor1.;aneeJI the prophet I s lmI1l encm.mt;er with Hanan:tah 

(+) Jerem:t.a.111 s advice to the exiles will be d.:J.scuiHrnd in anothe:i~ 

connect;ion; See Ohapte1 ... VII .. 

(++) If the [4-t;a.i;;em<:n1t :i.n J·01 ... w 51/59 is tl ... Ut~, tha·t; Zedek:tah wen1; to 

Babylon in ·t;his yeal~., ther•e is good ground for belie.v:lng i:hat 

Nebuchudnezza:r. had heard o:f' t:he plan and had smmnoned hi.a 

vassal for an ex.planation. 



did occttt"' in th::t.s pe:riorls, Chapte:r• 27 tells us th.Ei:t in ·the 

f'ourth y0a.1"' of the :r.eign of' Zedekiah (+) J·eremiah with a yoh:e 

about his neck met; Hanruc1.iah II in 1;he pi•eaenc:<." of. the priet\l"lit:! and 

all the pEH)ple .. ". lia:m:.1x.l.iah predicted. the b1"'ealtir1g of' the yoke of 

Babylon anrl the r<,·turn of aJ.l the e:r.::i.les w:i.th:t.n two yea.rs .. 

,Jei"'em:i.ah's 11 runen! the Lord d.o so! 11 inc.1.:lcates h:ls very gfm¢tf\Ja con

ce.ran for the people whose d.oom he 1'ou:nd it necessary to p:1:--1:Hiic·h .. 

li.e not only cont:riad:lcts the prophecy of the other l)t:t:b as he f'incls 

h:ts px1ophet:tc cert;o.,:tnt;y incomrai.mtce.ble ·t;o h:i.s s.:n titgoni.st and 

e.ud.ience., appc~ala to precodent.. This is an a:r.•gument seldom em

pl.o~,red. hy 1eJ:>em:1.ah. Apparently exper:i.ence had. t~q.u.ght h:bn some of' 

the ways of ·the preache:1J. An utte:i:•l:y :tmp:t .. act1cable ideal:tst migln:t 

s1.mpl·y have re ... af.firmecl the conv1.ct:ton of hi.s o,m heart and. let 11; 

go at that,. ~?hE, fact that; t;he prophetfs of old. were on his side 

( ++) or we:r•e on the o'l:;her•, for that ma tto:t", neit:he:r added to no1~ 

c.let1,acted from "the conv:tction which h:ls God. ... c(msoiouaness had 

given him. tlerem:i.ah had learned the value of e.n appeal to Pl"e ... · 

ceden·t. H.nnaniah then broke the yoke on Jeremiah's neck and 

prophe6:tes in the name of. the Lo:rcl th.at thus would the yoke or 
J.Jabylon be broken w1 th:tn two years@ Ii' our t:e::ict is co:J~:t~ect; 

( +) PJ:101:lably the same year as 'tb.e contempla:bed l"eirnl t of the 

small nations. 

( ++) Isaiah certainly was not w:t th his doctrine of. i;h1:) :tn..

dest:,.·•tu:rt&b:l.11ty of' Je:~usalem .. 
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Je1"emiah then went his way, ( +) b'u:b war~ le.1;er sent by Y1:.1hwel1. to 

say tha·t:; unbreakable yolfes of. iron wou.ld 'be 1=.ru.bst:l:Guted for ·those 

o:f' wooq, ,.,A1.1d. to tell Jiana.11:lah the.:t; he would die wit~h:Ln a year• f'o:i:1 

prophe6yi.ng f' alsely.. With:i.n two months he was dead,. ( ·t+) 

In 58~J ( +++) 'Zedek:i.ah rebelled.. we d.o not know the 

1.mmecliate causes of the :r.ievolt; howeJve1•, it is saf"e to asseI"t 
I 

thJ.itt the princes u.nd the nobles forced :l.t on the wealc ... willed Ktng .. 

He a.ppeai•s to have been as clay in their hand.s, "fox~ the J.\.ing is 

not he that ean do anyth:tng aga:'l.nst you,. 11 ([18/r:i). Nel::m.chad11ezza:t,., 

it appears, moved e.ga:lrrnt; h:'l.s rebell:i.ous vassal at onoe. Jmd ·the 

:n.a1,.ra·t;ivo in the Boo]f. or Jerem:tah :ts resumed in Chapters 21 and 

34 w:tth the fd.:.Gge weighing hel:1.v:i.ly on the m:tncl of the King. 

~Teremiah' s pos:i.i;:ton at th:J.s time was a. te1"ri.ble om~. He had. 

l:tved to see his woeful prophec:tes £'u.lf:t11ed and :t.t was now 

necessary for h:tm to minister to his country :tn :I.ts dy1.ng agonj.es. 

( +) Go:r•:rlill, ButtenwieBer and. others maintain that th:i.fJ clause 

i.s an in:terpol.at:i.cn1 flnd g:r.ew out ot' the -mi.nuncle1~stood ,,~n 
of. verse 13 .. 

( ++) It is st:i:aet;ch:tng a po:i.nt to main.1;ain w:tth Cheyney, 11 ~Bb.e 

H. . It II Two el:i.gions of Israel , page 5B, that thi~1 mi.ght be a. 

case of' second sight~. 11 Thirz posi ti.on cannot be held Ct>n ... 

s:istent:ly in v:t.ew of the great ma1"gin of u:nfu.lf':i.lled p:x~e ... 

d:i .. c·t:d.o:nsJI e,specially that of the f:1.i-'st n.or•the:t>11 :i.nvasion.. 

(++•t-) Pharaoh Hophv.a succeeded P::1ammetichus a:r1 King of :mgypt i,n 

the same yea1~ .. 
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111 the words or Lord Wia.cauJ.0.y9 
11 :i.t is difficult to conceive any 

si'l;ua1:;:ton more painf'u.1 ·t;han tha.t; of a g1:,ent man,., condlenmed to 

watch the lir,.ge:t:-:i .. llg agony of an exhausted count;r·y, to tend H~ rlu1"ing . . 

the al.terna:t;E, fits of stupef',.:tct;:to:n. and l'.•aving which pr•ecede :lts 

dissolut:l.on, and to t1ee thi, symptons of' vi'l:,al:1.ty clisappear one 

by· one, t:t.11 11othi1'lg ia lert, 'but coldness, darkness., end 

00:i::•1:-uption." 1
.[

1he 1.mmine:n.ce or the ev1.l strengthened J'e:ren'.1.1.ah in 

his original conviction that fo:i:• its si:n.s J"udah must be dest:r?oyed. 

Nebu.chaclnez za:r• was ·the se1"vant of God. Resistanee was in v·a,i.n., 

It :ts l:tkely· that Jeremiah knew of .. the imme11.se resources of t;he 

J.,abylonia11 Empire 1 and of t:hi~ p1~owess of its great arm:tes, that he 

had studiecl ·the ch&:tract~er o:f.' Nebuchadnezzar and knew that tlte 
.. t,, 

tx,,.te interests of Jud.a.h would not su.ff'er through su.1:,thiss:ton t:o 

h:t:m. In his obselrvatior.i. of pol:ttical events, Jeremiah has alwa:ys 

been cl.ear .... s:t.ghted and f'r~,e f.:t ... om the po.ss::i.onate illu.s:tons of. his 

coun.1;:ry-mf~n. 11ut ·bhi.s enl:l.ghtened. politinal judgrnen·t; was the 

oltt:.gJ:>owi~h or his d.eep prophet:t.c certainty that :tt was the ptwpose 

o:f.' Ya.hweh to destroy Judah .. 

In the early days of the siege., Zedeld.ah sen:t a de.legatt;bnto 
I 

"i,-·· 

consult; Jerem:lt:\h co11cerni11g the outcome ,or· the ware (+) ':f.1he 
l(.,/~t 

p1 ... ophet I s 0.:nswe1-. · is w:1equ.i vocal, .., defence is fu·b:tle f.o:r the Lord 

is :f.'ight:tng on the std.(~ of the Babylor.d1:1,na <t Many w:1.1.l be killecl, 

many will d:te o:f; pestdlence r.tnd :l.n the end Zedekiah., 

and. tht':> rema:i.nde:r• of th(;, :people will be d.eli ve:l'.'ecl 1;o 

his l"et:tnue, 
-~ ( ++) 

Nc1bucht1rrezzar 1 
! 

(+) The Pl"ophet; appa:r1ently enjoyed the respect a.nd, il1 a sense:1) 1 

the f1,.iend:3h:J.p c>f' t;he .l\..ing. 

( +➔·) 'I1h:ls is the moiiE} correct; :f'orm of the name gene:N\l).y k:nown to 

us as Nebuchadnezzi:ir~ The Babylo:nicm. name is Nabukud.tu":i:•i .. ,Su,r. 



vu-'ho will put them to deitth, 'I~he mtH3 sage to 'l-;he King was f'ollowed 

by the athriee to the people for ·which Je:r•0n1:tah had "been c r:i:t:tc.i.sed 

seve:r'ely :tn h:ls t;i:ihe and in ours. 111J~Ut{ saith tr.te Lord; beholrl.,, 

1 :::e·t, befox•e you the w.ay of l:l.fe and t:he way o:t' death. He that 

sitt;eth i:n thi.r.1 ci·t;y shall di<-:i by the sword, B.ml by the fam1.ne, 

a.nd by t;he pest:t.lence; but -~ goet;h <.lll.t f:1.nd f'nlleth awe.y to 

the Ohalc1eans ·t;h~~.t besiege you, he shall l:i.ve l\tncl hi.s ltf'e shall 

be unt() him foi--• a prey., 11 (21/8 ... 9),. r_ro a man of. loyalt:tes -therf.1 

is somet,h:tng :t"evolting ln tJ:1:.t.s ootmaeJ.; not because :tt :l.nvolves 

dis loyal t;y· to thf::i Clove1"'nmen t :tn t :tme of Wt:U' ... thel"'f') e.re pr:i.:n,c iples 

( tha:t; have a. p1":toJ'.' claim ·t;o ou:r.• loyalt.y, · and no p:r•ophet would be 
- } 

doe::{;! wo:r·th:y· of the na.me who d:ld. no·t; set h:t,s divine comme.:n.ds aboV() those 
~ i 

' ; of' the tempo1~a1 Gove:rinm.ent - 1mt because it requ.:h•ed desert::lng 

1,.:(1, 11,r'/1 J ~- •. 

h. i' ~ 
,,., .--

\ x,ro1"1) ,·d',' . .. 
;.. .J~t ~,v,_ R,f 

tallow countrymen and. possibl~· fo.111:t.liefi in or1der tt, 1:H1v·e one ts 

own l:tf'e.. If: t:he pr•o:phet ha.d adYised the rul:f.ng pa.1"'·1:;y or the 

people at lt,;u'g(:1 to su:r·:i:•ei'J.de1" s:i.nce Yahweh, hfid cloom<~d them to de ... 

.feat, h.e could not ju.~1tly be cor.1.de:m11ed. even tr 'the himds of.' the 

c:t.ty{ s d.efend<tirs were weakened the1~t\}by. But to urge i.nd.:i.vidu.als 

·t;o deser•t EU t;he:i.:t? o-vm b1,,e·!;hrenJ ir1.cid.entetlJ:y f'ac:t.1:1.1::at:tng the 

destr•uction. of th<:,:t:r co1m"'ade:.:.i,._ in a.1:-ms., it~ counsel that can ha:t"'dl:y 

Ancl yet :t t is not f t:•d1• to cond.ernn ·ca·tagm:-:tctill·;t this a.ct o:r. 

J0:rem:t.a.h I t-ie ~Phe l"'Uling pe.:r.·t;y ._ had ~ 1101": ·ha.ken his arlv:i..,rn a.nd 

were Pl"'epi-u:•:t:ng to 1•eHJist; to the ve1.•y end. The prophet: clearly 

forrrn.w that end and WfHl ce:rt;ain that yvh(1n it came th<1ro would be 

·1,1.1Ttold deaths, sui't'ei,,:tng, destr.uct;;J.o:n.. H.is t::t.im was not: ·I;<, WE-n-1.ken 

·the de:rence bu.t to r:HlVe 1.:1.ves.. H.is mot;iv<, cannot be aondemned 

even though his jud.g~nt may be qu.est:l.oned"' One, 'therefrn,.e., cannot: 

agree wit;h Duhrn tb.at; tht) p:t•<,phet wouJ.cl have~ deserved cleat.;h if he had 



given such aclvice, :ct is the op:tnion o:f that schol,a11 that these 
I 

V't3l?S(:lS al'"(;) spur•ious r:dnof~ Jer•emia.h :tnd:tgna.ntly dented that he was 

falli:n.g away to tho GbJ:1.ld.ea.ns (~37 /14)... But in this i.n.stan.ce h.e was 

a.en,r:tng o.n untxrue s·t;atemJn-:i.t about; his own conduct 1;1.nd wa.s not 

repud.iating the II' irwiple of' 21/9.. He <'iid not f.ol,low h:i..s own 

advice :r.o:i:- his clu·ty we.s plainly in the doomed ci't,y amo:n.g the peoplt1, 

to whom he hi:Hl m:tnis1;e:r.ed for• fort·y years anc1 whom he dearly loved 

in h1.s st:r•a.nge way. nrrhe captain may u:rge the passengers and th.en 

th(~ sailors to a.bandon t;he r:d:nk:t.ng sh:i.p; h:i.s otm place is on board 

un·til t;he last man has lef'·tt Je:1:-e1nie.h knew that; the ship of' sti:ite 

was :f'ounde:t?i.ng., but he had a lof'ti.e:i:~ dt·rt-;r thtin ·t:;o save his own l:i.f'e. 11 

As :tr in answe1• to a pl?tsryer 11:gypt sent an army so f'o1"rir.ldabl<, 

as to compel Nebu.chadhe:?i zar to ra.ise the siege. i'h:i.l:l waB the 

occi:,l..1:1:i.on :r o:i:l g11ea t rf1 jotc:1.ng :tn J erustilcim, and it; was beli.evecl now 

th.at Jud.t~h m:i .. ght secu.1:•e its independ.en<H~. Jerem:tru:1, how<-'.rver., was 

not; dece:1. ve1d,. He cor:r.ec:tJ:y predicted that the I~gyptia.n army would 

'b e for¢'ced to 1-.€)t:i.re Emd tlrn. t the Che.ldeans would :i?e1m:r.n ~m.d take 

the c:l.t;y,., So unshaken was h:i.s prophetic cm.1.v:totio:n th.at he sa:td. 

~t; t:h:i.s t:tme:,., 11 :f.'o:i:~ thou ye h1::td 1;.m1itte11. the whole army of the 

Cha.ldeo.ns that f:lght agai111:1t you., and. t;here rema:l.n.ed bu.t wou:n.decl 

men among them, yet; should they- 1:-iae up every rn.an .:i.n hi.r::1 tent, 

i1.nd bu.:.l."•n ·th:ts ci i;y· w:t th fire. 11 '( ~1•7 /10}@ 

Bef'oI'e the approach~ of the army o:f' .l:'hare.o:t1 H.<.".lphr1a., Zedekiah 

had induced. hio peopJ.e to l:t.bera:l;e 'their .tleb:rew slaves. The pu.rpose 

the number of. the oi.tt• s de:rende::i:1 f1@ At: the, depa.1"ture of' thr, 

bes:tegerfi 1,hEHI() .hebrewr:i were im:rned::l.ai;ely re-~ens:Le.ved., ,Terem.:ta.h was 

infu.ri\tated not only l)ecause it war;.1 a soc:tal wroxlg, but because 

thedr a.ctB involved the violation of a religious oath, of a px•ond.s<➔ 

(+) Be:n:tux•y Biblo Volume :i:., .t'age }34. 



to Yahwt:ih. T11.e 1n•ophet 1 1:1 remo1~seJ.ess imagination p:tci;ured the1~ 

p'lll'lishme:nt, t;he.t all who have tJ~ansg:l."t,sseni would be given 'ho the 

sword and the:h1 dead bod1.etl i:,lu"own 11 :tor mee.t; tJnto the fowls of' the 

heaven and to the beasts of the ea.1:'·t:;l:1., 11 c1(34:/20). 

tJ!he ire o:r the p11 il-:i.ces had bee11. i~roused b-y· this and o·l:iher 

uttere.nces 01: the p1•0:phet$ One dn-y- as he was sta1~·ting to waJ.lt to 

Anai;hoth to a:t"rs.nge his a.f.fa:t:rs there., he w1::1.s a.rr•ested by Irijo.h., 

a 6aptain of' the Gus..rd,11, on the pretoxt; that hewa.s "falling 0.w0:y to 

the Chaldeans., 11 The pr:tnoes regax•ded thls as a spJ.encl:i.cl oppo:r.tu.ni ty 

to silence the man -who ht.:td g:.tven them so much cause for conce:t"n, 

and. 1.m:prisonecl h:t.m in the dungeon beneath the house of Jonajhan, 

th.e Scribe~ Sho1"·l:;J:y· thereaf't:E-;r the King sent; f o:r• ,JeJ:>emiah and. . 
a.sl-::ed. h:i.m :lf' the rte were worc1 f'l"'om the Lord. In the prophet; t s 

answer (37/17-20) the1•e :i.s 1:t :i:•emarkable ex.hib:ttion of courage:~ and 

guax•d. for he ±'eared t;hr:1 t he would clie in the ptlt. Neve:rtheler:is, 

at; t;he very ou:tset of their conver•saticm the prophet sta:bes un ..... 

qualif :teclly 'liha t Zec.1e1d.o.h will be rlel:l. verecl ini;o the hand o:t.' 

Nebuchadnezzar. Then the prophet quest;:i .. ons the juffl~:tce of his :tm ... 

pr:Lsonment and po:tnts out that e·\TEmts have l1or:n.e:~ out his 1:;;r<~clictions 

anrl not those of the p1:•ophe·ts who had. predicted peaoe. The King 

grants the pJ:,ophet; rs D.f.)qt1.es·t; and removes l'dm to i;he oout•1:; of the 

Guard where he rece:tves u loaf or breacl daily,. 

Wh:J.le J'erem:te.h was :i.:mpr:tsoned. he had the p:t•emoni tion., baa.eel 

undoubtt:-Hlly on. ki.1c,wn cond1.tio:ns, that h:l"r{ cou.s:tn Ha:namol would 

come ·t.o Sf~ll the J.e.nd of' \u:l:d .. ch the ri.gb.t of inheritance wns the 

prophet's,. When .tlo.namel di.d come J'e:r.•em.:ta.h knew :tt: to be the word of 



God Emel pu.1•ch11sed the f' ield with the u.,sue.l fm:-mal:11;:tea. HE> lihon 

ge.ve the deod to Baruch, and ch1u,ged l'dm to p:r.•eael"'Vo i "t in ru~';~ .. thenn 
~.,J 

ves£-1el. rrh:ts is the first ind.i.cation ofl a genuine optiim:tsm :l.n the 

proph~,t;' s outlook., tha1.; he saw ·l;h1"'0'l.tgh the p1•c1sen1; d11rk days to 

t:l br•:tght future, when 11 houses and f':telds ane. v:tneyar•ds ·should 

agaj,n be bought in i:;rd.s land.., 11 ( 32 /15) • 

~ehe Cha..ldeans :r:ieturned and again JQ:i:•u.salem was bes:tege~~ Som.(:'i 

of tht3 princEH3 who had hea1?d Jel"emie.h u.1 ... ge the people to a11t•:r.-ender 

came b1:if'o:i:1e the King and, insisted ·bhat: the p:r•ophet be p1.it ·bo death. 

since he wa.s undermj.n:Lng the na t;:i,011al defence. Ze,dekiah gavo h:J.f1 

consent;, admit;t:tng :tnc:i.denta.lly ·t;hat he wtw powerless aga:i.11st, them"' 

:Jer•em:l.e.h was ·thrown into a a:w1geon and stmk in•lio the m:i:r.•e,. Ebed ... 

Melech, the Kthlbopian eu.n.uoh., J.ea:rm~d.of h:Ls plight and begged the 

K:tng :r.or• per:m1.ss:ton to llire:w up the prophet ou:t oi' the mil .. e "be~:t•e 

he die 61
11 1'he roquest was gll'.1'anted and «Je1~0m.i.e.h was drawn up by 

cOl"dSe Soon aft.er., p1•obably on the same day, t.he pr•ophot vu·1:.ts 

called ~tn :f' or• a. final in.te:Pview· w:t th the Ki.ng., Jeremiah was me.1.de 

to p1~om.:tse th.at he would h:td.e nothing and. in i;u.rn demand.eel of' the 

King tha1, he be n.ot put to death if' h:ls words wex•e displea.sing"' 

Then., f.0:1:1 the last time, ·zed.ekis.h was told t;ha:t if he sm•:r•end.ered 

he would 1:1.ve a.nd the c5..ty would stand; :ti' not,, ... t,o expect; the 
r'· ,:"""•, 

wor~it, Zedek:.ts.h :t"epl:i.ed ·tr.tat he fea.:r•ec1 the te.urrl;s o:f' t;he {Jews\ who ", .. .., _ _,.,/ 

had deserted, to ·l;he Chaldoani::1 9 D:.Paw:tng on h:i.s own expt::ir1.enee for 

illust:t'Ett:lons the pr•ophet pointed out the less pl(:,&s1ant fate in 

::.:lt,ite. Th<:1 lCing cloErnd: the interview w:tth. an injunct:tcm to see:t•E:icy 

and t.olcl h:'!.m that if the prj_nces were to ask h:tm what he had. sa.id 

t;o Zodeki.ab., t;o f!H.t'Y only th.at he had begged not t;o be J:>e-tu:i:~ned to 

the pit; beneath the house of Jona:bha.n~ 1rhe p1:•:tnoe1:J d:i.d come to him 

and. J'er•em:i .. ah answe1 ... ed them as the King had comm.and.edit Th:ts pJ.a:l.n 



p:t•otUfH:i . 
falsc1hood has led. many commen·be.to1•r~ to :J.Ql:m.mDm: apml.ogie:::1 :f.:'01"' the 

prophet, ancl cr~heJ."'S to a d.en:i.al of the e.utheni;ic:l:ty of. the 

ne.:t~J?a ti vo m ~~here is much to be said for ·!:,hose whc> like Steuerna.gel, 

Hutt;enwieser, Ski:r.me:r., maintain that 38/14-27 is but another., 

la.ter, a.nd unhit:itori.ca.l ve:r·slon oi' thE~ inte:t•v1,ew related. in 

:15;7/1rr .... 21. In tle first pil:ace the King hi,.s dil'.•ected Jeremiah. to 

·tell 1:;he p1"'inces that; he peti t:tons the Kj.ng not to be fH3nt: l:H1ck to 

the dUJ:l@CD.n., Now, bef'o:i:1e he was rescued from tb.e mi.re, he actually 

did. make such a requ.es't (~<57/20). After h1s rescue he did: not., nm;, 

:i.d there any indicat:Lon c,r a. desil"'e on the part of the King Ol"' 

pr:J.,11cea to retu:r•n hi.m to the dungeon. P'lll!rt;heri., 'l;hm:,e is the King's 

tnsistence ·that ~Je:r.em:tah should. not with.old anyth1.:ng :e1.,,om him, as 

though the pl:>ophet was accustomed not to speak hi.s m.:i.nd,. .A.lso, 

in thi::3 ':tnte:Pv:i.ew, Jeremiah r<:.-)f.u.se::1 to speak unt:J.l he i.s assu:1:'ed. 

um1e1.,, oath that he vdJ.1 nc:>t be k:tJJ.ecl no:t• del:i.vered t;o tihe prirrn<-.18• 

1,his :ts very unlike t;he Je:i:•01115.ah who never feared to speak th.e 

ia•uth and wt.1.01 in the ob"1-d<">Usly e.u·then1Jic inte:i:•v:i.ev~ said immediately 

and with c:i:-u .. shing d:I.rectness t.hat Zedeldah should be given over to 

the Chaldetu1.s. The1:i0 is likewise a suggestion of 1;he abr.n:q.•d in 

the propheitt:-:3 p:i.ct;u.:r>e of the ·taunts of' the King's women (m th(; day 

of Jerusalem's di:,s·brtict.:ton. Such condu,<.Yt i.n thr➔ face of so 

terrible a c,.:1.lam1. i.;y is hardly conceivable. 

o.n. t;he other hand i.t :ts possible that~ Je:r.•emiah ts changed 

point of view :ts genuine a:nd is to be expla:lned by his te:r.•:t>or at 

the t;hc,ugb.t of' bt1ing th11 own aga.j .. n 1n1;0 thc1 rnire where he ha.d been 

so o lose to death. ~r.he1.,,e :l.s also the nai vi te and fx•ankness :i.n. 

the telling that ofttimes st0.mpf, such nar1:>ati v0£11 as a.u·l,he:r.rl~ic., 

SincE1 ·tho::r.e :Ls no ce1~·t:;0.in ev:t.dence 'l:ihat the Erhory :i.s false and 

since {;b.eN) is a st:r.•ong poss:1.b:t.l:t-l;y that 1.t is true, we mair well 

co:trnid.e:t~ ,Te:r.~em:t.ah' a evas1 .. on. /& fl.aJ.sehoocl is imp11.cit :tn hi.s answtn' 



to the p1,inces s:tnce he intimatec1 tht::tt; hi.f3 req:uest to be t;ransferred 

was the entire ccm.temt c,:f" his cor,.versa'l::ion w:i.th the K:J.ng. 1'he 

ancient o:vient;a.1 m:tnd looked upon l.y1.ng :tn a.not her• ligh:l::; ( +) .for it 

recogn:tsecl two types of r:35.ns, one against the pe1.,sonaJ.:tty of Yahweh 

e.nd the ot;her me.terial.,. phys:tcal wrong to 1na.n. The viola:tion of 

th~, moral pex•sonal::!.ty of ma.r.1, was m,·t considered. a sin tJ.s it ir.1 toda:y. 

(++) In r11oc1ern t:J.mes tl'.1.e soul of man is the suJ:,;Ject of relig:ton 

and the center of all ethicei.l. interer.d,s but to Je:rem:ta.h, some say, 

( +++) the well ... being of hi.E:i people was more impo1•te..nt and truth 

( for i t,s own sake) was subsidia1,y·. To have emswer<1d tru.thf'ully 

would have meant to betray the ,King and the lb.ighest intm?ests of 

the people. Yet he cannot be completely exone1"r:1.ted; he had 

thund.ered. too oft;en against t;reache:r.y and deot,it (5/~3, 5/31., ?/9, 

7/28, 8/10, 9/3 ... 9, etc.)• l:n 6/3 he wonde1"S that the tx•ui;h .... lov:tng 

eyes o.t' -Yahweh can endu1•e the s:i..ght o:f' so much fa.J.sehood.. ~rhe 

pr•ophet :1.s oonsc:l.ous of h:i.s shor1t .... condngs iu1<i in 15/1!-:1 :reels that 

Yahweh says to him, •1r thou t;e.lce f'or•·th the p1•eci.ous from the vile,., 

thou shalt; be as my mouth. 11 Aftev these, the p:r.•ophet; hrtd n<rb ·!,he 

( +) See that of . .A.bl:ol.\tham in Genesis 20/lP and of Yahweh in I 

Kings 22/22111 11 

(++) one w'.ho h~H~ had occasion to dee.1. w:i.th mode1~n. t,,i-.:tentals, es ... 

peciaJ.1:y :Arabsi, 1-cnows of the very sJ.1.ght; ·110.J.:y:e t,hat :i.s pl.,...'.l.ced, 

on honesty :i.n t;he l"ela tions of man wit;h me.m. 

( +++} See the lucirl f.1nd penetrating d:i.E'rnuss1.on by Du.hm, "Das Buch 

tT0J.'.lern1a11 page 308 .. 



rnoral right to lie. ~ro be true to the highest :i.n. h:lm, the 

p:t:•ophet should ha.ve spi.u~ned the K:i.ng' s request. It; is d:lffic}ul"t 

to undeJ:>ate.ncl how the p1•ophet; ts answer could he.ve affected the 

welf.a.1'e of the people, On his reply to t;he King clependecl not; hifr 

pdople t m but; h.1.s own well-being. Jeremiah was an old rniu1; he had 

been weal-rnned by the.~ p:r.'i ve.tion he had been fo1•ced ·tm endl!ll:JFe, and 

was mort;ally afnia, o:I:" be:tng thrliW~n agai.x1 into the pit. Unr.ter 

::-r1,1.ch c:trcumstances h:l.s compJ:-om:tse was pi:.1.rdonable even if i:t; was 

not right., 

Ori the ninth of Ta1m1:-~, 586, «TerU.f.H:J.lem fell. Many of' :lts 

defende:rr,s had been k:lllec.1 in t~he we.:b., many more had d1.ed ot 

hunge:r and pestilence, a.n<l those who l"ema:i.ned were 1.;oo we1:1k to 

res:tst a ·IH-,r:n.i>j.f'ic onslaught on t,he no1•ther11 wa.11. A breach. vms 

r: mnd.e and the :m~:mdBD attackers poured :tnto the city, det'tl:tng out 
i~ 

:1 
' B deat;h and des1:;~uct:to11. Zt!,del-ciah. fled b·u.t Vlft,.s capttt:tted in ·tl1.e 

"plains of J'er:tcho 11 and b1•ought to N'ebuchtidnczzc-i.r at Riblah, where 

h:ts sons were put to death befo:t.•(:'.! h:Ls eyes, and he was blinded 

a:ml led :b1 cb.ains t,o Babylcm. On the tenth of Ab J'erusaJ.em was 

destroyed .• 

000 



J~:ro.f.essor A.B .. Dav:ldson ha[l f:'l.nely observed (+) 11 The Book of 

Jerem:tah does not so mu.ch tee.ch :i::•e11.g:i.ouB truths tui :t;niesent a 

relig:J.ous pers onal:1:t-y." '.rhat J.•el:tg:tou.s pe:rs onali ty j.1:1 l"evealed. to 

us :not so mut1h :tn the bj.ograpr.t:i.c por-t.;:i.or.w of ·the book as :tn the 

p:Pophet' s reaot;5.cms to h:l.s exper:i.ences. ~ehese reo.ct:to:n.s t:t:r•e con ... 

ts.:1..r.i.ed chiefly in wt10:b a.re ltn.ovr.i:1 ti.S 1:iis II con.f0r:rn:i..011s 11
, as well as 

in sce:ttered passages t;h.1•ou.ghout the booli::.. ~rhe con:f'ess:I.ons followed 

experiences of persecu.t:ton., but did not des.l with the perscwution 

per 1:1e, but w:J.th the wo:t'k:tngs of the p:r•ophet's soul as :tt ~rieacted 

to h:ts expe:r•j,.0n.ce::i., In the form of' monologu.e Emel mor·e often 

colloquy w1.th God, they lay ba.re t;'.he propb.et I s :t.nner 1:Lfe., his 

hopes, fears, doubts, t<~mpta.t;:I.ons, r.r!a..,ug.g1<:H3 1 tr:i.als,. 

We sh.all now consider the c011f es:::lions in detail . ., f'ollowing 

the order in wb.ich ·they are round :ln the book. :U;,/18 ... ~J;s, wh:1.ch has 

as its backgro1.md the plots aga:i.nst Jei--emiah by the mi.:m of Anathoth, 

was p1~obably deltve1~ed chJ.ri.ng the latteJ'.' yea:r?s of the rej.gn of 

Jos:tab. 1 af'te:r.• th<?J .t\.in.g had inaugur•nted h:i.s reform. Je:i-:•emiah :ts 

conse:tous of 1:d.s personal :tntegr:tty end :r•e:t'ers his ca.s(~ back to 

Yahweh, 11 0 Lord of Ho::1ts, that judgest J:>ighteously, that; tries'!.; 

thf) :r.etn.s and the hee.r•t, 1 shalJ. see tb.y V(:lgerwe on ·t;hem; f'cn:-

un1;o t.;h~ec, have I l'.'f::ivealed my cause .. " (:LJ./20) e A plea like "th:ts 

can sprh:ig only :fro1n a sou.l to whom God ia near, a.s WE:,11 as 

om.r1.:l.scient r.i.nd omnipotent~ 'J!he:r•e :1.s lU1. :lrHi:i.stence thn:t God dooil 

la:i.ow ·bhe p1•ophet; ts r:tghteousness., h:ts 11101'lal sincerety. We will 1-.1ee 

:tn othex• passageg that J"ererrd.ah is awa:r.•0 of the ev.¢:'l.1 that lul"kf:1 

(+) Opus cit,. .t:>e..ge 5?G. 



in all hume.n heax•·l~EJ, and. :l eaJ.01.1..t-1ly ex.am:tnes his own moti.ves.. 'r:tli.13 

:ts known to us ~H1 the operation of consc:tonce~ To b.:tm :tt wr.,u:1 the 

eye o:f.' Yahweh., sea:r.ch:tng to i;he very depth of tho hee.:r.t in. o:t•deJ:> 

to judge r1.gh:becrus].y. He had. les.1"ned by trds time not; t,o ex pee t 

;jui:Ji,:lce f:1:>om men.; but f1"om t;he God who had E~e11t; hlm on. h:ts awful 

m.:l.1rn:ton. he \"HUJ certain thnt ju.st:1.ce must cmne., 

At; the very 0·1.:i:t;::.iet of h:i.f::l m:i.n1stry he had known that he would 

m.eet blt·t;o:r• oppo13:i.t;:l.on, and. God hcul p:t•om:i.EJed hlm th.e fo:1:-t:i.tude to 

en.du:i:>o ::t. t. But ho haci been per•1:1crnutE1d so f:i .. ercely a.s to cnur:H1 h:tm 

tried 'bo clea:.t• him of the r•esponsib:i.l:i.'by f o:i:~ thi::H10 pag13ages and 

have ma:tnta.:tned that they a:i:•e the woJ':•lr. of later ed:i.tor1fl ~ But they 

ar•e too oonsta:nt a feature of h:lti wr:l.t:l.ngs to be d:i.oposed of :1.n 

th:i.s manner•. In all o:e the co:nf01;:is:tons ther•e al:>e venge:fu.l c:1?tes, ,,. 

11 I shall see thy vengenee cm them. • • • J. vrill. punish them; the 

young men shall die by the r1wm:>d, ..... the:i:-e w:t.11 be no re:mnant of' 

them.," (ll/~:O; 2fJ, 23)e 11 .1:'ull th<:,m out like t3heei:~:l:'ol? the slaugh:!::;eJ:"e 11 

(1~3/3)., "Avenge rne of my perseeuto:r•s@ 11 (15/15). 11 Let them b(? 

e.sho.med. tl1cat persc cute me ., .. ® and. break them w:!.th a. double blovv., 11 

( 17 /18) • n f ox•gi:ve not thei1.. i:n.1.qui ty •• ., mD.ke them s tmmble bef' o:r•e 

~L'hee; deal ~r.hou ·w:tt;h them :i.11 the t:lrne of' 'l'hy anger .. " ~J.8/2~~) ~ 

11 thm:'befo:r.1e my- perrrncutoI•s shall stumble ~ ,, ~ 1:md th.ey shs.11 be 

g:r.ea:tly ashamed. w1.th an everlo.st:J.ng dish.on.ox•." (~~0/11). 

Butt;en:w:i,ef-JO:t' ma:J.nte.ins (+) that these c:r:t .. 013 ax1e not for 

perr:wnal vengen.ce, but conH1~ f:r~orn a man who knows l}ocl. 9 r; wi.J.J. and. ts 

prophetically CtF.n-.,·ba:tn tb.a.t his en.em:i.eFJ, betng God) s <:·mem:i.EH:l_, will 

be pu'\l~:tBhed. .Lt i:::i tJ:-ue that dePem:tah does i.~ons:td.or h:t.msel:E' ve1:-y 
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mu.oh at one w:l th God and. does believe tha.1:; th(!;Y t:J.r•e God I s enem:tos 

who oppose tb.e message that God he.s g:tven h1.m to speak. In an ... 

othe:.ll.' f th:t.s would be an innn.ense cor.i.ne:i:t; but :i.t was the inevi .. table 
.• .J .... , 

and even justif':J.r.1bl0 position of a man to whom God ws.s as a bu.rning 

f'i:t-0 within hime Yet the pe:r>i:J<:inal note :l.n these i.mprecntions must 

not bo overlooked@ His cuJ:>ses fol.low a:l:;tacks on himself,, they are 

d1:r.ectEid. against .h_is pe1:isecuto1"s. and not the enem:tes of" God.. He w1:-1s 

_1,.eady to ad.mi t that he WilS II a rrw.n of cruar•rel and strife to the 

wno le land@ II ( J.5/10) • It was e.:n element;\ in rdr,l pel'frnnal:t.tyi.. 1JVJ:H~n 

\

CJ(].~:',, h'}i)·•l,.. .:i i ·1 'b k .,1:: ....... J.fa/ ... v1:: .. : .. _ i ,[1€'J was cursec1., J.10 cur.sec ac ··~ 
~ . ') 

,,.-, .. -.,,.·-·--"'·F · / JeJ:-emis.h called h:tm 11 magor m:t.ssa-ftjti and sa:td he would 1)0 a 

t ~ ......... -.--t-·•--·•~.,..--.-..... c~·:-•---"··,--•~ ·~~•·- .. ,., , ..... " l 

WJ:1en :Pashur put him in tl'.l.e stocks, 

,,.~,, .... ~ .... ,.} .. 

ter•:l'.'or ·t;o h:i.mself and all h:i.B f:r.•iends, and that he should behold 

Bis unf'111:tonclly 111elations with J'ehoiak:im 

madeJ h:tm p1•ec'lict that the KJ.ng would be bur•ied. with the bur:taJ. of' 

Of Shemais.h. he said., 11 he shall not have a man 

to dwell among ·t;~is people 9 11 (29/24 ... 32) When He.naniah eor:rt.1"ad:J.cted. 

him, JE}l'.•em:l.e.h fo:r.et;oJ.d. that he would be dead wi th:i.n a year•e 

Go:mmenta:t.01•s with a Chr:tst::1.an bi.as are ju£:1tj.:f:':t.ed in stat:i.ng that 

J er•emiah rs lim:i:tations nx•e traceable to an incomplete pos ser:rn:ton 

by the spirit of love. 

'l'he con:t'css:ton embod:i.ed. in 12/1 ... 3, 5, 6 is J01 .. 12m1.:i .. ah.t s 
V 

fo:r.~1\ai;:ton of. the p:r,oblem of. rotr1.bu'b:ton, p:t•oba.bly 'its ea1•1:test 

expression 1.n Heb:r.•ew li-tera:liure"' With h1.rn i.t was a very pex•sonal 

p:t•oblem and :not a speculative one,i, ~r.he enern:t.es of. God, those wh.o 

took Hts name but; w01 ... e inwardly est::t'anged from l'I:!.m, pr•ospered .. 

And he, J el"em:i.ah., who had g:'l.ven hirrrnel:f' to Geld, was thE-) v:i.ct:J.m of. 

g:l.ve8 him :ts to s:l.J.ence hif:I quec1t:!.o:n:t,.n.g1:1. There :i.s a 1•ebuke :lm

plie)d, :tn this, ... no such· id.le talk should come from a man entrusted 



with a divine miss:tonl 
Jh. 

The prol1lem. itself' is avo::l.ded as thou" i:t 

were j.rrel0vi::i.nt; or.• un:t.mpor'l;a1-rt:;t 'I'ho Pl"ophet is t:rnked how he d.i.:t:t'EHil 

to compla::tn when he hlHJ en.CHJUr.t.te1,ed only minor di:E'fi.culttl.c·HJ0 What; 

vd.J.1. he do in the :f.'s.ce of se:r-:l.ous obstacles? 

The next confession, 15/10; 15~21, springs out of a long and 

b:1..tt;eJ:' exper1ence o He has earned f cJl'l h:tmself the onm:i .. ty o:r. h:l.s 

f.e:U.ow meno But he doe::i no·t know why th:J.s sb.ould be. 1-10 is cor ... 

ta:t:n. that noth:i.ng in his pe:n•scmal r• elations with them is i·•EHJponsibJ:e ; 

he has had no f 1.ne.nc:J.al dealings vd t;h them.. 11 Yet;, eve1•yon0 curses 

me.e 11 (15/10). 1l'her0 could be no mo1~e str•:i.k:tng desc:r.:lption of the 

hatr•ec'l he bad arou .. sed. than these wo1"ds. In ancient; ti.mes it was 

b~}lj.ev<·Hl that a. 1::dn.ister power inhered in a cu,n·H:}. ~P.h:i.s belief 

:l.s WE:111 expr•essed. in Satapa:liha Brahms.ns. 11.'\T 9., 4., 11 "Robbed o.f 

h::ts powe1", :r•obbecl of tl:J.e blessings of all~h:ts good deeds I he must 

depa:.t>t f:r:1om th:l.s wcn"ld who has been cu.1'.'secl by ~l Brahmqn,. 11 ( +) 

~eh:ts i.fJ a notion, as P1:-o:f:'. }3utte:nwicsfn• points out., com:mon to most 

of the anc:tent O:t~j .. ental peoples., ~~o be cursed by duly qualif:J.ed 

persons me1.:mt to 'b1~lng d~:Hst1'luct:J.on upon ·bhe person upon wh.om :i.t was 

:I.nvokedl> When Ba:J.e.k, the K:i.ng of Moab I wa:ut;ed to snd.te the 

lr;31•aelH~01:.1 he called. on Balut:1n1 to curse them.,· ".fo:r.' I know that he 

whom thou. blessest :ts bles:!Je(l, -nn.d he whom. -th(rn .. m,u,-.st::s·I; is c1ll'::H::Hi* 11 

(Numberr1 22/6) 

,Jer1 emiah'l ~: 1.n.t:t•ospective mincl tau"ned :i.nw~\l:><l., t1-.~ring to find 

the cH.l.Ufie of thts 111 ... vdll w:t th:i.n h::t.nrnelf. J.s :I.t, irn in the 

passage we ax•e coni::ddc·n"1.:ng., that theJ:>e has been something w:rm1,g in 

his persona]. dealings?. Or has he gone beyo:ng the message ent;J:>1.urt.ea. 

to b,im a.:nd been 11u:r-gent for evi.J., or desired the day of woe?" ( J.? /16) 

( +) Quoted b-y Butt;enw:1.eser, opus cit;., page D6 ~ 



A.re not his :tnte:r•cefrnions for the people ( 18/20) suf'fi.c::len.t 

ter1t:1J:nony to his good w111·, Why wal!l it, then, that he who sh:r1inl1: 

so r:i:.~om calu.nm:y was the object of curses? Why was his soul, 

by na tu:re ge:n:l:ile » tender., exquisj .. tely fj_tted fo:i:• love, the 1•ecip1.ent 

of noth1.ng but hatred.'( Wns he, :Teremla.h, to bll:1.m0? Fu.J:-·l:;her, he 

has done everyth:tng for Yahweh; for H:tm he hs.s ren.ou.nced all the 

j oy~1 of life. 1v'Vhy, then, i:3 h:t1s :pmb~ pe:r.pe·l.;ual and h.i.s wound 

:t.ncu.rable '? And theJ:'eu.pon, vd .. th tho eou.:r.~agc of a me.n who completely 

belongs to God, he throws his quoirl:iion up to the f's.cc of' God; ... 

Ai•·t, 'fhou. respons=tble'? Yes, art Thou. 1.:a1to me as a. clece:U;i'ul ( stJ:1es.m), 

us waters that are not 5u:t>e? 

c Yahweh d.oes not d:L:r.e ctly l-mswer the p1 ... ophet' s questions. He 

does aru-.1wor the p1•ophetts queBt:l.on:i.ng, ... with a rebuke,. The very 

fact; of' his quest;:ton:Lng God' 8 · pur•pose and Uod' £;1 wayr:1 :1.nd:teates 

the p:t•esence with:i.n him of. something common., If he would stand 

be:E'ol:>e G·od he munt separate the p:l'."ec:toui:l f1"om th:ls alloy. Onl'y 

by unshr:i.n1dng and ur:womplaining obed:i.ence may he be Godf r:1 fuout;h~• 

p:i.ece. When :tt is borne :tn m:tnd ·l;ha:I; th:ls ooJ.loqu:y· took place 

wtth:tn. tb.f'J prophet:':::i m:lnd, one ag:r•ees vd.th P:rof.,Butten.wiese:i:- (+) 

that "psycholog:Lca.lly cons:.i.dered th1.s con:eetrnion must be accounted 

ono of the most wor.u:le:Pfttl J>:i.oces of self' ... analyr~:Ls that we ha"1rc 

:tn an;;r li te1:•a. tu:r'(::J .. " 

~rhe confess:I.cm. l? /9F., 14/.18 :i.s Hlso m1::tvkeclly int1~ospoci:::t.ve,,. 

11 The hea.1•t, :i.s dece:i.t:E'ul 0.bove all things., and :Lt :l.s v01•y sick: 

who can know it; ?11 'I'hif3 is not; a gen.e:r1e.l obse1 .. va t:tons on th€-, 

decelt:f'ulness of the hums.n heart:, but :ts N:-tthe:r.• a personal con ... 

foss:i.on of the Ew:tl he ha£i S(Hfn. ;tn. hi.s own hes.rt. We do not know 

~ + ) Opus e it; • .i:" age 102 • 



the 0:x:act natux•e o:f.' that ev:tl. 'J.1h(:n.1e iH the suggest;ion. :i.n verses 

lt> anc1 16 that t;he 1;aunts <)f' his enemien h1-).d filled hi.s hee.r•Jc 

w:t th t;hought;s of venge:n.ce e.nd hatJ:>ed® We fi. nd ln these ve:t'ses the 

same de:renrJ:tv·e j,ns:lstance that God must know that he doe8 not: want 

the day of evil to come. ( +) In ver$e 10 :ts the d:1.v:1.ne J:>esponse; ... 

man does not under-stancl the myi::-ite:r,y of hl~1 be:t.ng but God knows the 

innermost pla.ces of the hei:,i_rt and. :r'ewarcls a man o.ocordi:ng to '.his 

df:HH:.ll"ts. 1/ia:n., therefore., cannot be seJ.f ... :relie.nt f m:i he :I.s utterly 

dependent on God and h:ls ~rnlve.t:i.on lies in ;t;>la.6:i.:qg M:t.s tru:::rb :tn 

Him. 'ithe p:i::)ophet the:r.efo:r•E!J p1•a.ys in ver.•se 14 the.t the grea:t Hea.101:

who knows the ill.ner:.rn of his heaJ:>t and. who alone cs.n (}Ure it, 

shall heal him and save h:tm., 

The fragment 18/18 ... 20 is t;he neEt cc,nfession. It is interest ... 

j_ng chiefly for tho ccm.clu.d::1 .. ng sentence of ve1•se 20, "1•em0nibe:r• rum 

I atood before '.Chee to sp(:;'lak good fo1• them, ·to t·u:l."'n away Thy fury 

f.:r.om '!:;hem .. 11 Jeremiah took: on h:i.mself a t;e,sk different fr.'om. that; 

of his predecaeasors. He stood., as they did, between his people 

and his God<) Bu-b they were content, as Cornill statc-,s., (++) ·co be 

mf)re preacher•::.1 of pun:tshment and repentence.. 11 ;rerem:i.ah, howf3ve1~, 

i.nsp:tte of the:i..:r umvor1bh:tmess, hold::1 h:l.s :fellow country men lovingly 

:i.n his heart and. encleavours t;o ar1"est tb.e arm of l:tod aJ.11 eady 

uplif.i:;ed t;o deal on them 'the destructive blow., 11 tTerem:tah, togei:,her 

with Hosea, i11:br•oduoed into prophecy the oppo1:1:ttion bet~woem 

( +) The ~tmp1"0ca.t:ton in ve1"r::1e 18 probably does not belong in th:1.s 

confession s:1.nce it contra.diets verse 16 ·too sharply., especially 

s:lnce :tn th1.s ve:t•y confes s:ton he :b prayi.ng f'o:i:) del:i.ve:r•&uice 

:f.':1:iom the evil :ln :his hEH,trt& 



conscience and feel:tng, or b,3tween the m.a.ndate of' Goa. and thfJ 

:i.mpulse of ·the hem1 t.. His hutne.n affe ctlons l"'es.ct!Hl against: h.i.r:J 

p1:-ophetti\c convictions as in 4/10 11 u~CIJJ.en I said: ahl Lo:r•d Godl 

:rn.l"'ely 'rhou hast deceived th:ts people and Jet•usalem., saying, 

Ye shall have peac<:,, whereas the swox•d l''eacheth 1,mto the soul. 11 

1:'e:rhaps the h:tgh.est e:x:p'.bess:i.on of' ·this inne1• conflict; :is a verse 

in which it is r10:t'J.ect;ed back :I.nto the mind of' God, u :ts }1]phraim. 

my dear f.:10n? is he a. darling ch:l.ld"? :f'or as often a.s I speak 

a.gains'b him I remember him still: therefore :my heart is troubled 

f'ol:1' h:tm; I will sux•el·,y- have me1,,cy upon h:i.m, sa:t.th., the Lordo 11 

1rh.e:r•0 is little question but that tferem:tah loved his people. 

It we.s a strange love, not warm s.nd human ~'l\.S of ma.n .f'or man,. 111 ol"' 

he oon:t:tnua1J.y Pl"(:)&ched des '1;:1-iruction, and a ma.n w'.ho love::1 h:ts 

brother would not hasten h:i.s dest:ruct:ton.. His love was of the 

kind at-t;rj.but;ed t;o Yahwe:ih@ It partook more o:r the :nature of' a 

deep c <moem than o:f.' a human love. ~.1h1ll.s concern led the p:r1ophet 

not only to inter•cetle wi.th Go·d in the:i.:t> behalf, but., even in the 

last yeai•s o:r the Kingdom, when he was eertai.n that; doom was 1.n

e·v:ttal:'>le, to urge the people against his bette1 .. judgment ·l;o change 

t:heir ways and thur~, perhaps mow} God to hocld back 1;he blow,.. :.Ln 

neither• (HJ.Se was htB message of avail. '.J:1he pec>ple no·t only f.'ailed 

to heed h1.m, not; persecuted h:tm for hj.s e:f'fo1~1::s. Prom Yahweh ca.mo 

t. ,. 'I . u t th f' tl i .L .ti h . l"' f i. a s·,A:,rn rE.hm~rn., pray no ·;.ou: o:I'." .1.. s peop.e., ne.,.; .. er J:.·~ up 

a ci-•y nOl? pJ:•e.yer on the:tr beha.l.f; and do not 1.ntel'Cecle w:i.t:h me fo:i:• 

.L w:tll not~ hr:it:i.:i:• thee. 11 ('7/16) (+) From t:tme to t:i.1ne., as :i .. ndica:t;ed 

i.n 18/20_, hh1 heart cr:tecl ou'l, for the :i.mpofHdblc,. Bu1:; then h:1.s 

conrrn:tence told. h:tm th.a. t th.e d:i.v:i.ne ~juet.i.ce was inexorable and 

that he munt s.cqu.iesce. 

(+) See also 11/14 and. JA:/11, 



J.t :ts the op:tn:tcm of' ms.ny that fm:- a def:lcr:i.pi:;5.on of the 

i:r•:r•e1:d.1:1·t;able fo:r:•ce of div:tne in::1pb•11tion, the1•e ls no equal :ln. 

all li:tEJ1.•s.tur0 to conf.ess:i.on 20/'7 ... ll., Jeremtah had been per ... 

suE:'1.clcd a.ga.inr:it his w:tll to become a pl:-ophet,. 'rh(~n he b.ad found 

·the burden almost unbearable. H:l.s l"ewa.:t>d fo:r• speak:tn.g the word of 

God we.s :r.•i.cU.cule and. abuse. DriV(':ln to despair., he determtllned 

ri.e,rex• age.:l..n to speak in God's name. In vain! J:i'ol", u if I se:y I 

-qil.1 not mt:tke mention of h.:tm., no:r. r:1pea.k anymore :i.n His name$ tb.<-:m 

there :ts :i.n my hea.1~t a.s it were a burning f i:r•e shut up in my bone B, 

and I am weary w:i."th :f:'o:r.beben::t'ance, and I cannot conta.:J.n .. 11 (2 0/9) 

,Terem:i.ah is awa1"e t;hn t the wo1"d he utters is not h:ts own; he, woulcl 

gladJ:y leave :i.t urnrnid.. But he canno't llesirrt the divine compulsion., 

The:t•e :ts no questicm :i.n his mind o.s to the diY:i.ne ::i,nsp:i:t~a.t:ton of 

hls message., 11 '.I'.hou. hast enthralled me, and .I am enthralled.; 1rhou 

aJ:>t stronger• than I, and hast pJ:>evt:tilerd,,n 

Conf'errn:i.on 20/14 ... 1a differs f'ro111 the others in that th0r.1e is 

in it no :lndica.tion of the prophet's fa:l.th. It l13 ut'l~erly devoid 

of hope, and unl:i.ke anyth.ing e1E1e._. whi.ch the prophet wJ?ote. He 

cu:i?ses with fierce and terr:l.ble curses the cli:i.y wh1:iretn he was boin 

and. the man who b1"'ought the news to his :l:'ather that a man-child w1:ar1 

bo:t"n un·l;o h:tm,. 11Wh0re:to1"e came I fOl'•th ou:h of' the womb to SEH':.l 

la.bo:r. and r:wrrow, that my dayH should be c.onsumed wit:; h shame.," '.t'h:ls 

confess:.ton tell~~ us better thnn. a.ny descr•i,1;>tion of actuaJ. events 

how ter:r.•:i.bly he was pe1:-secutecl by h:i.s con.tempo11 ariw 1::1 and l:1ow 

k<:>enly he felt the 'bitterne::.u.1 o:f h1.s 1.d~" It; wi,;-w written :I.n a fi.t 

of.despono.e:nny f:t?om which, r:i.o doubt, th,3 p:t1ophet soon tinne~c•ged w:i. t;h 

f.a.i·l;h unshaken. 



The:r.'e is enshr:lned :i.n ·the confessioni.:1 S0rem:tah' s experience 

of personal 1:•el:lgion which Wellhausen has r:rn.id :i.s the sphei-•e of 

the prophet: ts gree.t;ness. '.!'hj,rs subject;. will be treated in the 

f.ollow:lng cht:J.p'terti 

0000 



VIX" PERS ON!L RE LIO-I ON' 

~ 1M ""e~I, \t ~o far as thef:rrects of his preaching were concerned, 

J I Jerem1ah had been a f'ail1u•e. Hi.s eo1.:m:t1"Y men we:r.•e ei"the1:> :l.n ... 

him, "" why, then.,, cont:tnue to speak :tn. the name of Yahwe,h'? '.1.1he 

pr•opl1et answer•s by f inct:i'..ng a d.i v1.ne pu1 .. pose :1.n hj.fJ f:'ailure. He 

is Yahweh's inst:r'l.:nne:n.'t. f'or testing the :rw:tll:on~ and for ex.posing 

the falseness e.:ncl unreal:lty of it;s :r~elig:i.on. In 6/9P he compare.w 

himsel.f to a. grr1p0gl.eaner who passer::1 his hc:J.nd CM' el" ta v:tne brtinc}h 

and finds it barr•en9 
11 To whom shall I Bpeak and test:t.f'y thirt; they 

may heal""'? Behold theil" oar is uncil"crurncized., :,1.ncl th.ey cannot 

hearken: behold the word of the Lo:t•d ir.:J become) unto th.em a. J:-e ... 

proach; they hav19 no delight in :Lt;@ ti At the end of some period~ 

in h:ts minir:da•y, the prophet; takes 1:-ltock and c01ninc:mts on the re ... 

sults, 11 I have made thee Hn a.saayer (and a foi-•t:ress) among my 

people; "!;;hat thou mayost; kn.ow and t1"y theil• way. r_t1hcy t:1.ve all 

griev·ou.8 J:>evoltert3 ., going abord; w1.-tb. sland01"'s; they are b:r>ass and 

1.rcm: they a.11 o~: .. _.;t;l~m·· deal c ox•rl1ptly 0 The bellows a:t•e blown; 
~ ~ 

the leetd ir:i consrnlled of the 1:'i:r•e; in va:ln do they smelt: and sme1:I;_, 

the w:l.eked l.U'e not pluckt:id away,,, :Rejected fftil.lvex•,call them for• the 

,Gor•d has rejected them*" (6/27 ... 30) (+) 

(+) D:r•:lve:r.•'s :note is inst:r•u.cttve. In :i?ef:tn:i.ng the r::d.lve1:-i was 

a <n:tJ?:r.•en·I; of. alr ttu:•ned upon :it;. the lead oxidi!.'.d.ng., acted ar-1 

a f'J.'t;uc car:t•·,y:l.ng off the alloy o:r. d1'}01:1s. But :i.n Irn>ael, s case 

the d.1 .. oss is too closely m:t:x:ed w:tth the silve:r.•, so -tihat; the 

bellows bJ.o·w and ·bhe ltHtd j_s oxi.dil.:ied, i,b.e dror.rn no·t d:r•11w:n and 

the silver• 1'.'omatn.s :tmpu:i:•e Q> 



0 

Indi vid.ua.la and :i.nst:i.i';utions had been :t'ound w,.n..,thlesa £'01., 

·G-oc1 1s endt3• ~rhere was 110 sav:ln.g remnF.mt, ex.copt himrJelf. He wii:a 

the only ma.n who really knew Yahweh,, For to know YaJ:nveh meant 

to be at one wi·th Him, to have a s·yfhpat;het:l.c understr:md.:i.ng o:f' H:i.s 

purpose and Hit~ wayr:1 • Jel"em:tal:1 1 ~3 coneeptthon of the mind of' God 

:ts well s1tnm10d up in these verser~, ... 11 Let no"t the w1.1;;1e man gio:~y~~: ..... 
----~-

~•v..,;,.~1~1~ 

in his widdom, ntn"' the st:r•ong man t,~101 ... y in his ra:lght, let not; th<.:; 
~~li:lm<L<'Ji,wW' 

r•:i.oh man glm:-y :i.:n h1.s wealth. But let him tht:1.t w:Lll gl.01..,y, ~<?J'Y 

:tn th.is, that he und01"'stande·th and knoweth me, that I 
,1,•il~'"''\!:?1; .l .. • 

· wor~~2}~1ld.ndn.er.rn., justice, 1~:tghteousness j_n the ee.rt;h; for 
41
~, 

these thi;~;s J: d~Ei~9 sa:L'th the Lo:i:•cl., 11 
( 9/23 ... 94} ( +) 1:n the 

prophet 2 s eu.lc>gy of ,Jos:tah there :i.s a similar suggest;:i.on., 11 He 

juclged t;h(!l cr:1.use of' the poo1:: and the neecly; then was it well., 1fJ"as 

not this to lmow me? Sa:i.t;h the Lo:t•d. 11 (82/16). 

It appears, then, that to ,Tel'em:t.ah the bar.d.r: of re11.g:tcm was 

not in lt:tws or :tnstitu.t1.ons ox• evf,n ou·t;vmJ:•d acts of' r•ighteousness., 

bu.t :t.11 the :tndtv:i.dual human hea.:i:t, wktch to the hebrew mind :included. 

·bhe :rei:uH:in 1:1.nd the moral sense., ( 4/3 ... 4) But befo1:•e the pr•ophet 

had X'EH:!.Checl th:ls advanced vi.ew it had been nec(·HH11:J.l..,Y for him to S(:!le 

the inhe1"ent shortcoming::-! :l.n the nat:tonal 1•0li.gion. Or•iginally he 

had looked upon Is:r•a1:~l as- a mo1•al and reJ.igout~ ent:Vhy; :tts :r.eligior1 

a.nd. its ethio£1 were na:t:lonaJ... It 1.D quite likely that; he corrn:i.dered 

(+) Some, notably DuJ:un and Sch:m:i.dt;., have denied the ,Tel'.'em:t.an::'l.o 

f;tutho:i:>ship of' th:ts pr:urna.ge.,, It :ts true that the ve:r•seH:l are out 

of place i.n the:t:e p:r•esenti context, but ·!:;heir aff'inity w:i.th o1:;her., 

·t:;1°anspa1')ently genu:i.n<.1 vers<-rn., 8/9, 7/5, 7/6, 22/13 ... 16 stamps 

them as w1•itings of t;he prc.".>phet; 1' 



J'osiah 1 s :t•ef'o:r.•ma.t:ton F.W an a(.rl.:i of national repente:nec~., and :tn 

the beg:tnning appJ:>oved of it as such. It; war1 only when '.he 'began 

-tesi:; the ef'feets of.' the nat:to:nal J'.'eli.g:ton on fuens's l:lvec.1 t;ha.t; 

he knew :lt; was a fn:i.1u:c>e. :t1e cont;rasts :I.t with the steadfastness 

and f':ide.11:t~y of the hEH1.then relig:tons (2/J.J.) and of' the Recl'.mb:'.ttes 

to the:i.r t:r-iba.J. laws e He condemns the v:tr•g:I.n o:f' Israel for heJ' 

foul deeds., ( 1£.3/131➔') • When he saw ·t;hat outward. confo:1'.lm:tt-y and 

a heart of' ev:J.1 could go together aoco:r.•d:i.ng to the nat:loru1l d:i.a ... 

¢penr~ation., he tu:t."'ned to thf) heart and co:n.ce:i;ved of relig:i.on as a 

1:-elat~tonah:tp between the hum.an soul and ltod.. 1l1h:i.s was h1.s supreme 

1--el:i.giou.s achievement~, and p:r•obably the supJ:>eme achievement; of the 

rel:tg:i.on o:f.' Is:t•ael• Por :i.t changed the very conception of. Pel::i..g:i.on, 

subr:1t:i.tu·bing a new covenant for the olcl.1 
11 B(3hold, t~he day :ts come, 

sa:i. th the Lord, 'that I w:U.1 make a new co·venant with the House of' 

Israel artd w:Lth t;hr.) House of ,Judah: not acco:rd:t.ng to the covm1ant 

that 1 me.de w:t.th ·bhe:h• f'ath01--s in the day that I ·took them. by the 

hand to b1:11ng them out of the land o:r. Egypt; fo::t~ as much as ·t;hey 

bboke my covenant, a'.JJ:;;h()ugh I wat3 a Lortl ovEn:' them.. Bu·t ·bh:ts is 

the coven~m·t; the:I:; I w:i.ll ms.ke v1j,th the H01.u1e of Is:i."ael after i:;J:i.0~10 

dnys; I will ptt't my~le:w :tn thei.J.'.' :tnwar•d. pa:i:>ta, and in the:i.:I'.' hl:'HcJ.1:>t 

will I WJ:l:t to :i:I;; anc:l .I will be th0:i.J:> God and they slua.11 be my 

people; and they i::1h11ll teach. 110. more y nmn h:ts neighbou. and 

~i · 1 i I ,,,. 1 e~'?Y man h1.s b:t•ot 1.0r, ::.'lay:.ng, know the .,,or•d: f o:r.• they s1 . .1;al .. all 
,,I "' 

know me, from the least of them unto th~i g:r•ea.test of them., ~rndth 

the Lo1 ... d: i'oi-• 1 w:i.11 fo:Pg:lvt:l theh• in1qu:t.ty and the:i.:r.• s:i.n will I 

:r.ememblr no more$ 11 ( 31/3 J. ... 34) 

Duhm and others have main:t;a:i.ned that these verses are from 

t:he pen o:f a J.o.te1 .. sc:Pi.be, zealou::1 for t;he law. A11d yet, proof of' 

theiJ.'.' gen.u~l..neneBs if1 not hl:t:l'.')d to f :tndQ r:r.hat p:1:ioof :i.s to he found., 

as Sldnner has point~ed out., ch:tefly 11 :tn the af'fin:tt:l.es o:f' thought 
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between t;b.e t;e:Haching of' tTe1•em:tah, ru1cl the c :LJ:>c:le of :i.dea.s to 

wh:i.ch the covenant belongs. 11 In the f'ir1:Jt pliwe ,Jer•em.:tar1 does 

think in tel"•mf~ of a covenant as vet•ses ll/1 ... 8 ~~2/8-9, 14/2 l, 

34/1:3., 32/40, :33/201 21., 25. test:L:f'y. The phrase., "I will ·be 

their God and they shstll be my people", wh:i.ch :t.s the spec:i..fic 

f.01•mu.:U,1. of' the covenant, occur•fs :J.n '7/'r..:3, J.l/4, 24/7, 30/2$.~, 

31/J., 3~}/38@ Also, tht3 idea. of Goa.' f3 tt:i.lting Ir:i:Pael i':t•om }l;gypt 

to Canaan wh:lch ts founcl in these verses., is found alirn in 

Y//7, 17/4:, 24/10, 25/5., 3/lB, lt}/14., 16/15., 30/3.,, ;52/i:::2., 35/15. 

11 0ncrn 1110:t•e, the cibli.gat:1.on of obedtence, li.stening to the wo1"cl1.~ 

or Tor•ah of' Y-al1.wc1h as a cond .. :ttion of weJ..l ... be:1.ng, is fr•eque:nt:ly 

emphasised :i.n the book, and has at least an af.f.:tn1.t-y w:i:t;h the idea. 

o:e t;he covena.n1.;" n (•I-) 'l1he idea.a"' and ph:r•ases o:r. the covenant 

occu.:i::i~ so often in the unquesi;:i.onabl:y- gen.u:tne wr,it:tngs of' the 

prophet ths,t there is no ju8t:i.f':tcat5.on f'or conside1'.'ing them the 

work of a. la te:r.• lega.lir1t. beca:use of.' an e::id:erm;.1 resemblrance to 

the Deu.i::En:>onom:1.o style., '.'Pho main~rgument levelled a.ga:tnst 1 ts 

genuineness by Duhm :i.s that there is noth:i.ng essentially- new :i.n 

i'!;@ If' :i.t were a new ~l~orr-;1.h to be wr:i.tten on the heart, he maintains, 

the pa13se.ge would be of extre:}me importance and would stand. ::tn. 

direct contrast; to the DeuteJ:>o:nomic conception of l"elig~ton. But, 

only a new covenant :l.i:i be:tng given; the le.w as it i1:1, is now to 
IJllo"4lffl>illl!IJ~--...,,,alt....:.JI~ 

be taken to heart by the people" It dot}S not; prom:i.se a ne,v lr.ind 

of' 1-.e1:tg:l.on, but an inwm•d confo1"m:tty of tho people wi tb. the oJ.d,. 

t11f' one is not dazzled by the exp:r.•essi,ons 'new coven·ant 1 , 'write 

on tho hea:r:•t; t, the passage say::1 no 1110:t•e about the j,n.d:lv:tcl:t:w.l 
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tlum. what Deute:r:-onomy ltlreacly rego..r•ded ai::1 por:1 si'bl0 ( ;30/1:rF) a.:nd 

des:tr•o.b1e (6/6 ... 8) that each should be fmnil:i.s.:r with thEIJ ls.w tmd 

loyally obey it~" 

.. , . . re .. ,.:i.g:i.on. The old cornrn;1.nt was for h:tm (Cha.pt:e::t• 7) that made ut 

Sinai., the easence of which, as CoPnill ha.s demom1t:rit:1.t;ed, is ·the 

Deco.logu.e ~ G·oCL t ::1 d emancls unde:t• the old d:i.spe:rwa t:ion wer•e the 

acceptance of the Decalogue and the performance o:E' its cormm.m. els .. 

J'e:remiah f'ou.nd that tb.:t.s old covenant, wh:tch took ·the form of an 

s.greement wi:th tho rn1t:to:n., had f'ailed. J:i1o:r• men who had f.u.lf:I.lled 

rill i•bs requ:trern.ent;s ffl5 .. led i:io know G-ocl. Th.e la.w was not a:l:i f'a.ul.t 

and. he was not; EH.H1ent:Lally concerned wj:bh substit•u:t:tng a new mora.l 

and :r'eligi.ou.s code" He wanted to establish a d:i.:.t>ect :r.elationsh:l.p 

between God and the htun~J.n hea:t~t; he wan1ied to gi.ve a new sa.ncti.<):n, 

na:y, a new :lnnel' prompt:l.ng to con:E'orm.:T.ty with God's laws. lie dicl 
~ 

not; want the law to be sor:mt:;h::i.ng ou.ts:tdo the :tnclividua.l, but t,, 
become a pa:i:,t; of h:ts inner 'being• ':l.1here was then a great d:i.ff'erence 

between the old cl:i.1:1pens1:l'l:::ton and the nellli; the emphasis of one ws.s 

on a.n exte:r.•nal law, the new st:i:>C:-lssed the j_nn.er mor•al sense. If :tt; 

be asked wb.y Je1"em:tah whose efforts were d:i.rected tovvard cb:>uwing 

men away from. everything exte1"nal., should set h:l.s conception. in 

the fI•ame of' o. covfH1e.nt the a.nswe:t• :ts ths.t th:i.s WIH3 the acc('}pt;ed 

f.ol"'ffi of the reled:;:i.on::1 between 'Yahweh and Israel. :Ct was the form 
-~~ 

of a r•ela.t:i.o:n.sh:1.p in wh:tel1 God in the hea:r•t was the .£.~!!:!.~1.?~:~e 

,Teremiah was cleal:t.ng w:tth t;he cormnunity of Israel; he was bJ:>:i.nging 

to that commun:tt·;y· a new relatio:r1r:1hi.p ·11\1':tth God., one that; should 

supe:t•cede the old 1~elfJ..tiom1J:d.p wh:tch was the S:i.nai t:i.o coveno.n·l:: ~ J:t . . 

:ts pe".t1fec·bly natu:i:•111 that he shouild call this a new c.ovenant D 

., 
}. Ulm,. 
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Some have me,j,nte.lned tha.t by ad.dr•essing h:J.mself:' e:x.clua:tvely 

to the connnun:I.ty of Israel, ,Je:r•em.iah failed. to :ri:l.se above the 

ttat:i.ona.1 princ:1.ple in. religion.. ~~h:ts is only pn:i:>tly t;1"ue;. :lt is 

t;J~ue that it d:1.d not. occiu• to ,Teremit).h to a.ddress h:l.mBel:r ·to 

mo.nki.nd ln gono:i:--o.l• 'J~wo isolated 011 e.cle~1, J.6/19-20 and 12/J.4-l? 

r::Jhow that a conve:i:•s:ton of the heathen world was within the range 

o:t' h:ts vis:l.on.. But he was not essent:la.11-y- interested :i.n such a 

conve:r.s:i.on@ Poss::t.bly he saw that the t;ime fo1• th:i.r:i had not come 

o:t•., as :.i.s mol"'O l:tJrnl'y.., h:i.s 1"'elig:i.ous :i.nte:rests d:id not go1 beyond 

the sphex•e of his own people. '.11h0 sphe:i:>e of' religion, to 

,Je1"0m:J.ab., :r•emt:1ined the nat:i.on~ But., and th.1.s t1:wy .f'a:U.t\~ to see 

'V[h'b gay that he d:td not r:i.se above tho national principle, the .!±~t~ 
o.f rel:tg:ton was no lm1.gE)J.> the na t:ton but the :lncliv:tduti.1 ::rnul.,, On 

the surface religion rems.:l:ned rrn.t:tonal but; j_n r 0ali ty a.11 ne:blon.al 

rest1-.:tctio:ns fell awe.y :l.n a re.1:1.g:lon add1"essed to the j,nd:i. vidu.a.1 

hea.rto Por :r•el:tg:J.on thuB becarne to all men what it was to 

J01"'0mia1 , the rcH:iponse of the heart to the votlne o:f' God w:'l.thi.:n. 

Wheth0111 ti e1:-e1u.:l.ah ~17r:IA; :i.t or• not, h:ts teach:tng breaks down the 

barr1 :f.ex•s of natlonq_l:lty.,, J?or h:ts rellgion 11(J1).s :r>ee.lly independent 

' of raee o,.~ country. Pea.lie ha.t::1 well said ( +) that :t t Wi:'ts not: :tn · 

the la~Jt annlys:ts 11 a. r•elat:i.onshi.p between. Ood and the Israt:)l.i.t:es, 

bu:t; between God and man~ 11 

J e:r.em:tah hac1 known the powel"' of p1"r:1.ye:i:•. Agatn i:.1.nd agni:n. he 

had directed petit:i.o:ns to God fo1"' healing, helrp., vincl:tcat:i.on, 

vengenc<:1. He had opened. his heart to God, la.y:t.ng e·ve1•y·t;hing before 

.tdm. 11 in the sure confidence that he :ts henrcl and undeJ."1:d;ood.~ 11 

(+) Opus cit. Page 47. 



1J!hr•ough such praye:rs he hacl come to lr.nov, God and to reeeive the 

help tho.t hi.El soul needed. Such p:r•aye:t•s, in an :tmpox~tant; sense, 

were their.• own a.rn3we:t•. ~r.hrough praye:r.• he had dir:rnovered the 

fundamental pr.•i.nc5 .. ple of t:r.•ue pi:('Jty, that rel:l.g:i.on :i.n :i'..ts essence 

:t,;1 a communion oi? t.he :i.ndi.vtdual w:tth God. 

J:.ta.ving had t'.hin experience of personal x•eJ.:tgion he was able 

to tell the exiles in Babylon (See Chapter 29) that God was ,, _. ..... 'J) 

n e a1• to them f n.~ .• t.0 .. ,,4,h,e.;i~-~ .. m~,:;.""-~:···➔::t't""~r'e"rtt~~Tl~m ~ ~l1he r~.~:,,*,J;l~,t...", 
• :. ,>' ""#$# 

if 1 ·t,;'h"• '\I' ,,r,.,. ,.,- ,.,,. ... ,,:,r• ,,.,,, 'l'\r.l ... ,,.;:._,~ ,,, - ~-~' ·-11.t..:1,,r-•"'-"'''""-"i*-xf"~~'IW'e"'·'"-"'fl'f;;•n'"'1"p'""I~'''"'-c'':1":W";.:J"''"{;'1"''0'"'\ll•~;»;-;,·-•r·;;i;,,,_ .,,. $ J' ~-• ':. \.> V rit•1~-b&1,.a,~,_,..kj,...,,,.,,,lM,rM&,;Ek-.;j.;~~j~4f_~"M~&,~•""''i:7,1,!'°""' J.;,. .J.,J,~ JQ .,\. J., VJ.JJ, l,J.l~,1 .. L·~;,i . V .J,.U, J. I.., G\.,L IJl.'.;:;J. 

·•\li,r "'·• /'f 
& I t;he.;,i~l.!-,~,cJ..Q,iiJJlllAlMll.,s,...,j;-.o,,.,tlr0'eil«> But :l:t WD.}:l neeessaJ:,y for them to Jr ay 

1.n the way that; ~ro:re:rrd.tth had leai-1ned. to pr•a:;y, 11 and ye she.11 call 
.,.-,.,,.,___..,,...,...,.....,tl".cc,i,,J...o,,.."'"'"""m,il~IH•.-,;11-,-,,.s, t 

upon me, and J,i;'E) shall go) and p:t'F.ry unto mo, and I vd.:LJ. hea.:rken . 

uxti.~o you. A11.d'"···;:;• .. ··;i~;i;,·"'' seek me and f :i.nd me, v1ho11 ye shall s~.Ha:r-J~~~l;:.,, \ '"'' 

Not sound woJ}dJ:y judgment alone, but also the :lnsight the.t 

aecompan:i.ecl an :tntj.111~:t;e knowledge of. God moved the propl:1,et to 

advi.se tl1e exiles to bu::tld homes, :Pa:t~;e familios, ancl adjtu:d; them-

1.'leJ:ves to Babyloni.an 1:lf'e.. r_rru.e relj_gion could exi.s t f-myw'l1.e1:,ewand 

did ex:i,1:1t where11.re:t"' men sou.ght God w:i..th all their hearts., •.rh1.G is 

a conc1"etei ex.p1•e~.rnion of the t;ruth poBtule.ted by Jeremiah in the 

new covenant. 

1J}here ls porrn:i.bly tt J.:lm:l.tation lmpli.ed. in the new· covenant, 

but; i.t :ts one bo:t>n of the VfH''Y g:r.eai~neBr::i o:E' :l:,ha t t;ee.cl".1.:i .. ng. Its 

:ftequ:.'l.rement;s, as J-erond.a.h eonce:t.ved Lb.em, were almost too hlgl1. for 

tihe ordinary hum~1n be5.ng.. ~C11e.i:r.•e :ts 1:tttle doubt but that :i.n h:1.[3 

tlme ther•e w011 e lsr•ael:1.tos wb.o lmmv and se:t•v·ed God in thc:Lr> way .. 

. i.et; iTeremirih condemned. them all because none knew God as b.e d:td.., 

.Ln other wox•ds he made hit"l unique l"eli&Jous exper:i.encethe cond:i.t:i.<>n 

of ei genu.in0J.y- sph•itual l:lfe. J:l:e haJ~d.ly reaJ.;t.,ged th1::1.t as h:ts 
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contempo:ria1":i.01:i"i expe:t•ience of ·yahvrnh we.n l"'efl.ectcd. through the:tr 

perr.10:nalit:ies, his was co1ored b·,r h:tr:i persorrn.1:i..t~r, o..nd that he 

was a prophet:tc genJ.us, the g1"'ea test of hts r1:;rn0i It w:as i.n ... 

ev:i.table that hj.s contempo:t:>a:t:i:teBjl e,nd most men, sb.ould. :not only 

:r>efuse to accept h:J.s st~,.nda:rdri, b1J.t should. fa.:tl utte:r.ly to u:nde1"" ... 

stand them~ ,Tererb.lah., however, we.1~ no pragmatist; e.nd. would have 

ma:i.:nt;a:l.ned tlu1t th:lr! testi.:f.':t.ed to t;h(::) tempo1"ary sh.01~tcomh1gs of 

mankt:nd and. not to any :Cnil:'i.ng :tn h:i.s covenant;. It hild been 

:1.nsp:l:t•ed by Ood (he felt) and its :r•e;,j0ct:ton by :man d.:td not Pl"ov·e 

:l.t; w1~ong.. l)erh1.:1ps this added f.u.1,ther tewt:i.rnorry to its grea.·bnEH!IS. 

i..lU 00 



W:i.th:i.n a 8ho1"t t:.i.me aft;e:t• the d.eBtJ:"uction of tTe!"ttsalf)m. 

Nebueh.adnezzar. appointed Gedal:tah., son of Ahilrnm., as Gove:r.11.0:t"' 

ovoJ:> the small :1:>e1rmant4\ thft t had been. perm:t.ttecl to rer.·1a:Ln :tn 

Judeai. Godaliah was an hono:r•able, t1•ust.ful., peace~loving man, 

one who could he 1:i<::1lied on to o'bse:i?ve a.g:r•c-,emen:l;;s and prom:i .. ses. 

His (H:i.pitt:;tl was establ:i.shecl at Mizpah, moder·n Neb·Jr ... samw-i~ tL 

v:i.llage :.C'i·ve m:tles north¢\rmBt ot: Jei:-usa.lem. In nea1"•b·y Ra.mah 

the pr:lrHme1:-::i were gathered by Nebuzarr:'l.de1.:m in prepa1~at:ton f'or 

the long j 011:r.ney to -0e.b·ylon. 
,'. t 

1rhe:t'0 :i.s a su.gges'bion i:n Chap:fte1~s ;39 a.ncl 40 of two dtf:f.'erent 
I, 

na.r:r.at;ive::1 of the p:ropet\'t3 re1EH,1se., ,The mo1 .. e lil!!ely :ts thc;i.t; 
~ 

I 

Gedal1.e.h had d:t:•awn the a.t·t;ent::i.on of Nebuchacln0zza1l' s J:>eprefHmte.tive 

to JerEnn:i.ah I s p1~evtou~1 effo:r•t to keep ,Judah :t' ai thful to nabylon. 

It~ is probable ·t;he. t policy mo1 .. e than respErnt fo:r:• the p:r•ophet ts 

cha:r."acte:i:.• induced Nebuzarad.am t;o inv:tte h:tm to rem.ain w1.th 

Gedaliah, if he would,. We know too 1:i.t,tle of the :f'act;s to be 

able to pasf~ judgment; 011 the p:t•ophet' s mot:1.ves for• 1.1enu.:1.i:n.:i.nge 

/As has 'been sugge::d;ed h1.s degis:ton may have been that of a tired 

old man who prefer,( to spend hls law!:; yea.1"s on h:lt1 nnt:i.ve r:10:i.l. 

but; ths:t ts unl:Lke Jerom:i.ah. 1.t'he· mo1"0 t4.cceptable hypot:hes:ts 

:ts that 11,0 considered :tt~his du:t;y to roma:.tn.., l'i'OJ:-, all the evi.J.s 

which J:.1e had. thu.nde'.1'.'ed aga:i.nst; f o:t1 f'o1•ty 'YEHll"'B had been. d.est.:t•oyed 

w:f.th the :£'all of ,Jer•usalem,. Oht.usten.ed. by a. great so:i?:r.ow t;he 

people 1Jifho r·emained. we1•0 amen;lable to reason., and there was good 

cause t;o bel:I.eve that a commun:l:ty genuinely devoted tc> God might; 

b0 foi"med o:t' them& We know from 32/6-15 (which was Wl:•:U;ten, 

:t:l; would seem., o.f.t:e1"' the dei:1·l~:t•1wt;ion of' Jeru1H:1.lom, that; ,Jerom:1.o.h 

did hope f.cn.• "bhe ewts.blishment.,; of e. God-know:tng comn1un:tty :Ln. 01~ 



nea:.r.• Jerus1:tlem. Li.kewise., :ln 42/10 ... 12 he gives Yahvreh's blessing 

011 thi,s g1"oup, :i.f onl:y· they will rema:i.n in the J.e.ndo Not duty 

alone., but por:rntbJ:y bright hopes for the future., :l.ndueed him ·!;o 

sha:.t~e the lot of those who remained with Gede.l:iLaht 

~!o Mizpah now ca.me a.11 those who hn.d been tn hidi.ng. ~:he 

serve the o:haldeans; dwell ln the land and serve the K:i.ng o:t" 

.bal1ylon, and :t.t shall be well with you ••• o .,gather ye w:tne and 

f:1umme:r1 f'ruj.ts and oil, a:n.d. put them in you.r ·vessels., and &well 

:tn :vou:r.~ c:i.ties that ye hath taken. 11 (410/9 ... 10). 1rhe remnant, 

it; a.ppc-rn1•s, sot to work at once and were r•ewar.•ded by a good crop., 

But t;hi.s period of pence was destined n.ot to la.st long. Baalis, 

King of Amman, who for reasons of his own d:td not desi:t"e 1:;o see 

tb.e · gx•owt;h, and t;he d.evelopmen·t of a ,Ju.dean col.ony und~;r LJabylon:tan 

p1.,otection,, spurred. on Isbrr1.e.el, acm of Nethe.nt:i.ah, to a he:i.nous 

cr~lme. f'rompted by j E%tlousy or amb1.t;:i.on ox• bl:t.nd pa t1.,,i.otimn this 

rlescenda.;nt of the House of' David cunn:tngly plotted the murde:r> of 

the Governox•o J·oha11an,, son of Kareah., wa.1:>ned the :tntend,ed victim, 

but in vain., ~~he high ... m:i.nded Gedal:tah refused. to bel:i..eve ev:i.1. of' 
,. 

Ish1l18.e.l, o.nd dined with him ;i.l?. M:i.;~pah, a:nd was slain. Ishma,el 

slew al.so seventy Ek pilgrims who we:i:•e on t;hei:r way to Gedallah, 

and tb.en fled• He was pu:r•sued by Johanan:, but managed to escape. 

One can i'1elJ. imag:i.ne ,J e:t:-em:i.ah ts const<£Jrna:t;ion. as he leax•ned. 

of the tUHH1ssination of h:ts pat:i:•on anr.1 saw alJ. h:i.s hoJH3S 

sb.atte:red.. H:ts .f a:i.t;h was too deeply root:ed., howevex•, :f.'o:i:• hj.m to 

) g:i.ve way utt.ex'ly to despair11 The wox•(l of the Lord still reposed 

:tn h:Uh., It i,ppeared aclv:l.13ablei to the 11 x•enmant." ·t;o flee t;o Egypt; 



~72-.. 

:ln or<ler i:;o esce.pe Nel:n,1.chadne1zza1•' s veng~1ce e Anx:i.ou.i.:1 to r.ec.e:tve 

Yab:weh I is di:t•ect;ion t11ey petit:ton.ed ,J e1•em:te.h :ro1~ woJ:•d :f'1?om tho 

Lor•d and p:t•om:tsecl to do as tho·.v· we:t•e b:i.dden" 1J,1he p:c•ophet had. no 

i,m!ned:lato answe1., :reacl'y fo1~ them but,; promised to give them '_Yahweht s 

roply ·t;o h:ts pray-er as soon as he he.d. :r•ece:l.vod tto This inc:ldent 

:i.s insti,,uct:Lve :f:"01 .. the i:ns:i.ght it gives u~1 into the workl.ngs of 

'the prophetic cornrniousnes~1 of Je:i:•om:tah~ iMhateve:i:• pract:tctll adv:tce 

the pll'Yophot may ht:tve been J:oead.y to g:i.ve at th1.s time wa13 w:U;hh.eld, 

and ten dayi:1 we1.,o spent; in p1:-a;y-e:t• and med.i tr:ttion. He seemed to 

have exper:tenced an i.m1er conflict wh:l.ch 1•0solved itself into a 

deii:t:re to diwb:Lngu:tsh betwee:i;i. his own judgment and the w:i.11 of' 

God~ He was no1~ w:l.lling tc1 announce the deBiroi~ o.f h:ts hear·t as 

di vine i•evels:t:;ion. Ae 'tbx•ou.ghou:t; h:.ts entLPe \111:u•eer he f01.u:1d i"b 

neoessal:"Y to fieparate the object:tve f:r.•om the f.iubject:lve in the 

thougb:tf-J of his soul. J?inall.y th<:; word came and Je11 em:le.h spolrn 

:i.t" ~:1hey were to :t'.'eme.in for the Lord. was st:J.lJ, with them rrmd would 

see to :l't; that Nebucha.c1nezza1~ Bhoulcl be me1"cd.:l:'ul.. But :lf they 

shouJ.d go t;o Egypt; d.c-rn:bruction would pu.rEn1e them Hn.d there they 

would d:i.e" Once ag~,d.n h::l.1:i word :ts i-•e;joeted, and as beforc:.,no·t 

becau.se •it; in ltael:r. is false but bees.use it is not the wo1:-d of' the 

Lo1"'d .. , "Thou spenkost falsely; tr1e Lo:t•c.l our• God hath not sent thee 

to say, t-y·e shall not go intio Egypt t;o sojou1.,n.the1:>e.,• 11 (4~~/s) 

W:tth(n1t mox•e ado the leaders and all t'h.0 people ma.de the:tr way 

towards Bgypt, and «J e1:-em:tah and Baru.ch went along" 

One would :tm4g :l.ne thc-d; on their ar:t~:i. ve.1 :tn Egypt, the aged 

tj erem:t1ih, hav:tng tr:lod in va:i.n to adv:i.80 the f'ugiti ves fo:r• thei:P 

best inteJ:•ests» wou..ld have :N3.:f.:Ndned from f.-u:r•the:r.• p:t"opheBy:i.:ngt But; 

hj.s Bp:i.:i:•:tt was unbr•ok<:me J~~nough o:f' Godt s f1.ery wox~d wo.s in him 

i:.;o cause h:lm to 1:10t bofor•e hi:::1 eompat:i:~:i.ot,s at 'rahpaxihea one 01' 



those symhc.)ls tha:t; had been ch0.r·acte1 .. ~tst:i.c of h:t.H pr•ophEr,ying. 

He laid g:t•c:iat s·tones :tn the en.try of the Hotrne o:r Pharl1.oh and 

decJ.a1:•ed that Neb1leh1:tdnezzar would plant h .. is thr•one and sp:.t"ead 

his ta.pestr:tes upon. them v,rhen he came to sm:i.te Egypt. He wouihd 

assume that land a1.:1 et·wily as a shephe:r.d dons h:ts ge.1•ment., and 

af'l~e:t• breaking the obelisks of' :1.ts god and bur•n the:J.:r.• temples 

he would safely depax•t f:.i:•om it. 

The 11:.1.st scene :tn the known 1:U'e of J0:r.em1.ah seems t;o set; 

the S€3a.l of failure on h:ts wo:t•k. '11he people have resumed tlw 

·w-or•ship of' 'bhc Q;uc:H~n of Heaven ( Ishts.i-1 ., l:'E)p:J:>EH1en.i:;0d b:y- the planet 

Venus). T11ey d.:i .. d no·t; ropud:i.aite Yahvmh 'but :l:lecogn:i.sed other 

de:it:i.es as legi t:i.ma te objects of' worship. tTe1•eni:l.ah remonst:t:-a ted 

with them, po:i.:r.1.t:J.ng to i;he dest:r.•uct:i.o:n of J"udah as a consequ.e:nce 

o.f idol wox•sh:J.p. But unbelief and sup1:n~~itit1~oxt ... :'.. ·we:r•e t;oo deeply 

rooted :tn the:Lr• sou.l.::1, and they anr~wo1:1 t;he prophet by insole:ntly 

defying h:1.m. 1.J~hey rmy that ev:lJ. J:rn.d_ eome upon them not; because 

thoy had p:r•e·1r:I.or1.sly wo:1'.'sh:i.pped the Queen of Heaven., but beca.t:urn 

they :had le:f:"t of.f? worshipping he:i:•" Je1•emia.h th.en lmew .for ee:r.•·l::a:'.i.n. 

thnt it: was hopeless t;o t:r•y to ref 01:-m tl:ds people and w:it;h b:ttte1 .. 

:t:i:•,.>ny handed them ove:i:• to the:i.:r:- f'li"te,t.. (Chey would perish t3..n.d 

w:1.'th "them the last v0i3tige o±~ tb.is false Yahweh :.r.el:i.g:i.on in Egypt .. 

Co:r.1.ce:iming th:ts 1£u:d; incident Geor·ge Adam Sml'bh well says of 

J ei~emia.h ( +) , 11 t;he se a :t'e tihe l1H-d;; words we have .f :tiom him and up 

to the 11:1.st he is still himtrnlf, brol{en hea:r•ted. inrleed and d.:t.s ... 

appo:tntod in the u.ltimate J'.'ernmlnt of hi::1 people., but; still himsel:r. 



j,n h:i.s honesty., ster::i.df'a.stnes~; to the tru:th, and ri.:i.s cou1:•a.g0; 

st:l.11 h:tmself' :i.n his :trony., h:i.a delibera:'GEmi::Hrn, and h:i.s conf':i.den:t; 

app(:H3.l to t;h.e .f'ut1.:i::i:1e fo:t' the v:lndicat:i.on of his W():r.~d. 0 

We do not know how :.r0:N.m1.:i.ah died o:t' vvhex•o. ,Tev1:i.sh. wr:i.te:r.•s 

:have sa:1.d t;hat he was latm:-- ca.1,:i:•:ted by Nel:m.ehs.dnezzar to J.:.\a.b-ylon 

and died there o Christ tan tradtt:i.cm b.111:1 :U; that he wa.s st;oned. 

to death :t:ri Bgyp·t. ':l.1h0 circumstances of hif.:l pass:i.ng J."'emrdn 

unknown but; histo:t'y hits hono:r:>ed h:J .. m with r:1. splend:td tomb. It; 

has made h:tm the b:i:>tghtest star in the co:n,gtellation of' the 

.ii.eb:i;\ow 1n"ophet;s., and r•tghtl:y soe li'or he not only sepa:Pated the 

essential ·t1•uthB of J:>ellgio:n. f'rcnn the:tr embodiment :tn outworn 

i.nstitut;:ton1c1., but by t:he ex11mple t:>f:' the most deeply sp:t:.Pitual 

1:tfe lmown to ma.:n., he contri'buted to humanity some ·of' its most 

p:i:•ec:i.otrn and e:ndur•:lng values o 
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