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In Mississippi and Louisiana more than two dQz¢n ce.ineterjes·:ar~ ,~spdated, with 

a Jewish comtnuruty that no longer exist-s, or which js AA~Jy·dissolved. 'The,cemeteries 

of .these. eommu.nities. r:ep.,:esent the iast ootreFete •artif-act ofa conununitf s· presence. 
,I 

They:- are worthy, of eur schalarlyattention and historical study for;. by.studying these. 

o~rneteries~ w:e.·gain access to a useful discussro.n of the· life, deat~ and afi~lif~ df Jewish. 

com.mu.ruties in the Deep Soµ.th. 

· This thesis addr;esse's two q_uestions relating tQ. the cemeterie$. of eXtinot and ne.ady 

cli'ssolv~d Jewish cotnmunifies i'n small rura1 vatages ancl towns:.of Mississippi:and 
. . 

.Louisiana. First, ·wby would a cominuruty of Jews ceas~ to exist? Second> what then 

happens ,to the c.em~tery associated ·with that communJ,ty? :fn order to unpack all of the 

,,issues .associat~d ·wit.h these two questions~ it is neee.ssacy l~l set the, .stage with two, 

preliminary questions: Wny:•did Jews. settle ·in these small (isolated), rurai villages and 

towns as. Qpp.os«i to larger urban ate~ like cities in the northe~t or even sputb~m cities 

like New Orleans· and Me.mpbis?· Se~ond; what tole did the cemetpry pl~y in; ille life, of a: 

comriiunity? 

Chapter 1 ·establishestfte parainete:ts otthis study. Why study the.cemetery .. 6f 

n.mu Iewish communities ~ ~1~sipp( and Louisi:ana?]ri this chapter tbe prior 

hi_stori(!)graphical c9iit~. 

The purpose: of Ch.apter 2 is·to de~cnl)e Jewish sl~tdemertf in·sm?ll rat.al 

comrnurutie~r of Mississippi and L.ouisiana and to e~lore. tbe F<;>le of cerneterie~.in the 



organization of Jewish community life. The pbysical design and characteristics of some 

cemeteries are also addre,ssed in this chapter .. 

Chapter 3 focuses on what happened to the cemetery during the decline and 

dissolution of the Jewish community. In t>rder to understand the issues relating to 

cemetery care and its role in th.e community's history, it is necessary to explore the 

process of community dissolution. The process of dissolution is, in fact, intimately tied 

to the act of caring for the cemetery. The end of a, colll!11unity's e~stence directly 

challenges the foundational intention of perpetual care. This chapter explores. how and 

when a community, and then its "sQJVivors", responded to the challenges of dissolution 

- especially in terms of the. disposition ofthe cemetery. 

Chapter 4 analyzes the cemetery's history after the e_nd of org.aniied Jewish life. 

The existence of the cemetery and the history of the community it represents become th.e 

le.gacy of that community's life experience. These cemeteries were establis.hed to fulfill 

the Jewish value of zachor ham.et, the memory and care for the dead, Once the 

community has dissolvedi the issue of zachot hamet shifts f:rom the individuals buried 

within the cemetery to the character and life of the community as a whole. This chapter 

considers- the .care that was administered in the past and what the nature of cemetery care 

will 'be in the future. 

In addition to the text ofthi~ study there are extensive appendices that contain 

valuable hi:sto-rical data on the cemeteries studies here; Appendix I includes the· statistical 

tables condepsing ,demographic and historical info.rmation about the communities in this 

study, The known headstone inscriptions for many of the cemeteries of this study can be 

found in Appendix II. Appendix m= has selected photographs which illustrate some of 



the monuments and cemetecy. de~i~eb.aractetlstics,. as weU a&, •sQmt of-th~ 4amag~Jhat 

has pco.urted in, these- Geme.teries •av.er the' years" Santple documents including deeds for 

.st>me:.ofthe c.emeteries ar~in· Ap,pendixIV'. Appendix V oontainJthe·.nartative of.a, 

Henry S. Jacobs-.04tnp trip to an aban4oned ceIQetery in Cl~iboi;ti-e; Alaf?ama. 
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1 
) 

Introdu.;fion 

One-Saturda,y mornit)g i~ Osyk~ Mississippi-r-Lyn DeCN~ux wa$ working around b~r 

house. Her n~ighboi from-acr©$S tl\~:&t,reet c,.ame up"and -rang the belL Did Lyn want to 

go with tter ~pd lo.o.)( at an. otd cemetery:? Not beiqg an mitdoors woman, Lyn was ,not 

intere:ste:d in ·tteklting:throuWl the undetbru$h to leok .at,some old gtaveyaYd. Her friend 

pleaded; she did ·not -want Jo go aalone, .Lytl gave IDy figuring it just ~g,lif prove to be; an 

interesting adventure·. SQ; off they w.ent. They d:rov~ a, few miles dQwn the J;\i~way an<;l 

mmed off on:a-dirt road; Old German .Cemetery Ro.ad to be e.x.act. They woumi their way 

through the woods and aarrre, ont. 1n a clearing, There tt was~ a cemetery with old 

gr,av~storaes ano large Catbolit-sfyle tnausO'leu.ms. ·They. :g~t Qut of the car ~d climbed 

up· tne sli,ghr. rii e.. The _grass was hlgb but they e~yld see t.he head~ton~, spme uf wl;u◊fi 

wer.e surrounded by ·old wrought-iror:t feAces. As they walked around. and. r:ead the names, 

_Rick$ and ''Sassone, Ly:_n noticed a brick wall ·cnimbling in the back of the cemetery. 

Whaf·s back. there? shewondei:ed. 'Sft~-made hefwayto the wall and through the.gap. 

There, under . .an umbrella, of pine tx:e~s. wa.s ·.a.noth,;r e~m,etery. UnH~e the-outer C:a:tholic 

cemetery~. it was o-vergrowti, covered in vines,, busltes,. an.d .p,m.e.needles:, A,1,. she-pushed 

away some· .. of the debris.-she cpuld make out some·.ofthe-inscttptions. She· started to relid 

the names and r~zed 1:Ws was a Jewish cemetery,. 

· A$· Lyn left that day~ vowing.-tQ dQ what .she CQuld t9 G)!lre for tpis ,s~ngly forgott,tm 

ceniet~ry, sh~was .frill of qtiestions: Who Welce these .Jews buried here iii the• middle of 

the 'WQOd% near Osyk~ :a ·town.of a few hundred people? There had never been any Jews 

int.he -area for as long as she could retnem~er. ·When did 'tb~se Jews live in Osyka:1 What 
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was their life li'ke? 'Where did they all go and :why did thty l~ve• the area, abandonil)g 

the c~metery? Does anyone care for this cemetery? Do any Jews kn0w about .this place;?, 

Her experience and her ,qge_stions are). lain~ntably.,, not unique. A~oss many ,gtates :in 

th¢ Dee), ·South,. tlrl~ phenomenon i~ a familiar t~lity. ··1n Mi'ssi~sippi and Louisiana 

akme. tber~ are im,re·than two dazen ·cemeteries like ti\~ pne. in Osyka: cemet~ties that 

are assotiated -w:itn·:a Jewish c.ommttnal population that nb lo.uger exist:s Qr i_s ne_ady 

dissqlved .. 

T bl a eas·:·o . . anuarv fJ' ' 2002 
·c«lmmunitres that hay~·dissohted Co111rm,miti:es nearly,diss9lved 

Bastrop, LA Brooknave11, MS 
Berwick',. LA Clarksq~le~ MS 
Biloxi; .MS~ Lexiodton., MS 
Canton, MS. Mofg~n c:itY.;; LA " 

Clinton,. LA Natchez, MS 

bon_ald~omtille. LA - Qpelo_usas. LA 
f ·t-anl(lilil, LA 
Grand Gulf, ,MS 
Green-woad, MS 
Laurel., MS 
·Monticello, MS. 
Natchitoches, LA 
Osyka, MS 
Plaquemi11e, LA 
·port G[bson ' 

St FrancisviUe/Bav~u S~ra, LA 
Satartia., 1\4:$· 
Summit MS - . ' ' ~ 

washingt9n, LA 
Wot,dvill.~. MS· 

Y.azoo O:Uy, MS .I 

'A While the Jews"WIIQ• lhte in Morgan City sold their cottgregational building Dial}:Y years .ago, th~• still 
_g:atlter eccasionally fer, Jewish hQ.liday, ~bservanee, 
·• The Jewish Cbritrliunity tQat ~St~~iisb~d the ce-metery in tlie 1850s has .disappeared. A, new community., 
noi connected to the earlier CQm.mnnity ronn¢ i:n the I 960s. They established: tlieir own-,~parafe burl~ 

ground. 

Th~ cemeteries of fJwse eqrriIJ14ilioe$ 'represent the last cencrete .artifacts of a, 

,community's _pres~nce. They are; wortby of our scholarly attention and histori~al study. 
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By 'studyl~g these c~meteri'es, we gain ac.ee$s t9· ~ '.U,stful (Jisqqssion, qf the• fife,. de~tli, and 

afterlife of Jewi$.h community life .in· the Deep Soath. A 

1,Tbewortf '!community" will ~11seclextensiveiy in this:stn'dy. €hapte.t2 will takeupJhei'ssue ofhQ»- we 
,-d¢tennine if4 :PORlilation of.lews:is a °CQiilmWU~-." Fot the ~ses of.fhis,sfu.tly,,a J~rish ••eo~ty" 
.is a pla~. where,)ews come ,to;etbet: reguJai:ly to ~ress their- Jewi..sh 1denti'ty.. 



<Tuapter 1 

Background ~nd ·param:ef~rs for the study of soutbt-.m Jewish 
c,-eme.t~nes 

This thesis seeks to iµJ~wer tyvo questions through the-st\.ldy of cemeteries Qf 

e~inct ,a;no nearly ~solv:ed Jewisb,commu.ruties in small rutal V:ill.age~ -~d ,towns of 

Mississippi and Louisiana. First;" why would ·a community of Jews -~ease t9-@Q.S:t.? 

Second,. whaf then happens·to the cemetery associated with.that ctfmmu:nity? 1n order to 

reveal :all of the is.SU'e~. associated with. t)lese two questiQns,. 'it i~ necessary to set the -stage 

with·-two-preliminary, questions: Why did Jew'&'·s.ettle in tb~se small (isofa.ted:) rural 

-villages and to\Vn$ as opposed to. larger urba:n areas, lik~:-~ities in th~ 1;1.Qrth~ast or even. 

-southe.m, cit1~s like New Otleaijs ~ Metrtphls? Setond, what role· did the cem~ety. plaiy 

·in· the •community'·s Hfe? 

Why focus o.n the ceme~ery? 

When wt study. the history of a Jewish community. why, should the cemetery 

attract our attention fh~m tbe oµt,set? The cemetery is a primary institution O:f a Jewish 

GPmmuni.ty. Jrequ.erttly
1 
it is one oftbe &st coquriurial mstit.utions to come into 

existence. Thrpugbqut. American Jewi'sh history, the establisbmea't Qf a cemetery and the 

creation ofa burial society are intimately tied to the formation·,of a commUPity. 0 A 

cQmmtJ.nity w:a~ m~ua1lf found~ 'by ~n indjvidual w.hQ tpunded up a relig:ious .. quo.rum_ or 

who creat~d·a,g institution around which -th~ Jews agglom~raa,ed Frequep.tly: a town ~tarted 

with a cemetery. , .·From 1784 to 1880 dozens of new CQmmunities were p~al te this 

primary form ·of communal Qt;ganization. This ·was .an all-purpose,. confraternity that 

provided niutual aid ~and- charity, sitk•care,, bmial,.a ~emetery, and a religiou~ service.'
11 
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This pattern certainly was true throughout the Sout~ from Natchez to WoodvilJe to Port 

Gibson. where the establishment of the cemetery arid the burial society predates the 

organization of the congreg4tion by a few ye.ars, 2 Once the cemetery had been 

established it quickly became one of the community's artifacts, a physical entity that 

testified to the presence of the people and to the Jewish activities which characterized that 

'Community. The amount of activity that ,<,;enters around the czemetery can. be c:!,Jl indica,tor 

of the ebb and flow of a community's life. 

While the cemetery is a part of a congregation's life,. the cem¢tery is also of vital 

rustorical importance wlien a cotnrrtunity dissolves. tn these c~&~s the·. ceme~ery becomes 

the last rer:nnant of a community's existence. When the members of a community die or 

move away, the cemetery is often the last reminder of their presence:3 Synagogue 

buildings can be sold, turned into churche~, or to.m down. Businesses c~n be turned. over 

to new owners. Cemeteries, however, are· ''sacred/holy" ground. TheFe is a lot of 

emotion and reverence given to the cemetery. As time passes and memories dim, the 

conneetions and care of these cemeteries frequently diminish as well. 'The c~metery 

becomes like the Biblical Israel when ''there arose a Pharaob who did not know Joseph. "4 

Instead of a connection to ancestors or a community • .it becomes "that old graveyard" or 

even worse, a forgotten dearing of stones in the middle of nowhere:A Historical research 

analyzing these southern Jewish cemeterie& becomes a useful tool for the recons.truction 

and the preservation of the story of Jewish communities and their members in the Deep 

South. 

A See the Introduction and Epilogue for the stories of Osyka and Satartia. Mississippi. 

10 



Why study rural communities? 

The first motivation for the focus on smaller rural communities comes- from the 

writings of scholar Lee Shai Weissbach. He noted: 

The emp~~8.~ that has been p1ace.d on the history of America's major 

co~urutte·s 1s understandable, for th~ vast majority of U.S. Jews lived in 

~eoca'$ largest citie's. The problem, however, is that by concentrating on the 

lustory of those communities where most of America' s Jews have lived. seholars 

have tended to ignore the history of most of America' Je.wish c;;ommunities .. Ifa 

full understanding of the history· of American Jewry is to be developed, the 

·experience. .of Jews who Jived in smaller, more isolated comnm.nities must be 

taken.._into consideration. 5 

By ignoring Jewish rural .commu:nities., .sch<;;lars do more than leave out the important 

story of a number of Jewish GOIJUilunities. The JeV-tish life in these communities 

represents something vital in the American Jewish exp:erience. Data from the Statistic-s. Qj 

the Jews of the United States, a population study published' by the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations and the Board of Delegates 0£ American Israelites in 1s,s·o. 

indicated that, in the 1870s, 84 percent of American Jewry lived in the one hundred sixty 

cities and towns that ha.d one hundred or more Jews in them. These. one hillldred sixty 

town.s and cities represented. the more important urban areas of the United States. One 

hundred thlrty six oftliem had popul.ation.s of five thousand or more. After all of the 

math.: 83 petcent-of the two hundred fifty thousand Jews in the United States in the 1870s 

lived in urban centers of five thousand or more. While the gre~t majority of Jews .may 

have lived in urban centers, most non-Jewish Americans did not. Weissbach, citing the 

1880 census stated that only 25 _percent of Americans lived in urban centers of five 
? 

thousand or more. Why ar~ these facts important for the study of rural Jews? These 

statistics illuminate the facttba½ Ul the last half of the nineteenth century, 16 percent of 

iews lived in areas where 75 percent of non-Jewish Americans lived. "lt was the 

[Jewish] solitary individuals and fatnilie.g dispersed thr01.~ghout the United Sta.tes who 
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repre:sente.d Judaism'to theit fellow citiiens in hondre-ds. of.American town_s an.d 

villages.,,&, The-story df. Jews of rural. smafi:-to'wtl Amerroa then, is the story .6f Jews. who 

had ,the greate_st·pt;Qbability ef ct,ntact with thehighest percep.tage ofnon-Je:wi'sh 

Americans, Tlte life these· Jews 'llved was the Jud,aism the .majo,rity of Americ~s-of the. 

nineteenth and early twentieth century experien~ed. 

Jew$' in smaller commun1ti~s have·a:-liistory worth,teiiing, MoreQver-,. these 

·commtt.n.ities. are prone to. dissolution. With smaller .po:pulations~ these. communities-are 

closer t9 l~sing th~ ·critical mass necess_afY to maintain communal activities and 

in.stitutions-. A small shift in th~ ·econ0.ray; a few more children, nQt returnigg;to the 

·cmnmunity. aft.er· colfoge,. a. few mote i ll1ll.ltgrants· rnovfu~ 'Qll to the neJCt town o.r city; a 

few deaths~ a few 'in~eimarriages, Md suddenly; a,smali Jewish community,n:oJ.onger bas 

the wherewithal to sttstaip :its oomµmruty _life. 'They rto longer have·fbe resbtirte-s, 

numbers, or the vitality they-need tp,gather for- h9,lidays Qr Shallbat, to edu(;~te their 

·children, etc. 

Unfa.nuMtely, 'the histories· of these c6truinmities ~e irtcteasingly' difncwt {O 

-retrieve. The·end of a Jewish -~_ommunify make~ \t difficult to tell the history of Jews from 

these: p,!aces. 'The loss of a. few. fa:mili;e,fher~: and a few f\mi]ie_s there is not j.ll~ the end 

of a comtnuniif,s. life, it ·also -weakensthe a.bility of any ~1-~:Sl;l.fVivors,~ to maintain,,. protect, 

~d preserve the attifacts oft}le confinunity's history (ctm.ttety; eQngregatio.nal building, 

homes, or businesses). A$1the pe:011\e. ·of a comiriuriity scatter to the.four wmcis, fewer 

peopf e· with fewer resources· remain to tell the. sto.cy of Jewish_ life in tha_t place. · The 

his.l◊IY and a:rtifiicts··.of commu.nities::with srttaU populations wer~ .more·vulnerable in. 

extinction than the history of larger Jewish corrfin:un.it1es inNeW'Odeans, B~O.n Rouge. 
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·o.r Jacks.0n. In an urban area, . even if-a p~rtieular pad of th~ CQm.muruty {oJ).e 

congregation) c;eases to e)ci;tt, other ·congregations or commll,Ility institutions are ible- to, 

lake over the m~a,ge,qient and maintenance of the eemete-ty and the preserv:ation ofthe 

Ci.:Jlnrtlunitt ·s history. fit-stnaller settlements where th,re i:r only one J:ewisb 

"~ornrrtunity'' (~d there(ore idl ~ns\itutious revolve acound the,:same p~oplet it 'is all or 

• npthing: When tp~, Je:ws whe·are pa:rt• ofthi~ tiny ~QUU.n\lni-ty are .g~m~. ¥1. Qf'the 

· lhstrtutions:assoclated' with that conunun-ity (including .the cem~t-~ty} are effeGte.d. 

Why .in· Mississippi and Loui'siana?.' 

The di:sSQmtion"efsraall, noa~grl}:an :Jewish, oommunities, the loss of their histocy 

apd the de~tr4cfion ofthe remnant evidence to their eX:istenc_e; is-an \ssl,le in m~y·p~~ of 

the co.untey. For ex~ple~ Susan Morris~ senior. director :of S,pecial Cbll.ee.tiQns-at the; 

Judah MagneS: Museum·in Berkley. tal.immJ.a,, wrote~ book on pioneer cemeteries 

as~oeiat~d with the California Gold.Rµ_sh, ~ny of these ce.meterie·s ~ad been abandoned 

for. .almost a ·~n:tury. Mprtis~ buildiHg on the re-search ofR.qbet1- Levinscy"7 sought to 

create this guhiebo-ok whi'.Qh, wouJd preserve tile history oP these Jewish p_qmm:urutie$', a-s 

sbe: focus~ on their cemeteries.: 7 Ze~ff:I ·<;;_hafet~., in his book Membet-s 0f the. •Tribe, points 

out tbat throughout the nndwest., · comnruniti.¢s; ~e strqggling with the saine• issues that 

Jewish communities :are .~trugg)i'ngwith in the South.
8 
:In researching t'lit~ topic~ it. became 

dear that numerous communities in f:\la.ban1a:, Arkansas, atrd Texas founa them$e,lves in 
.- ~ 1 ; • + 

-the same predica,uiefit. The is$Ue.$ -of communal dissolution exist in, many. parts .. 0f 

Am~rka. Missi'ssippi and Louisiana·p.t-0vid~ an -especially ,good focus for stu<fy because 

tht-se two st,a~~s contain. a high density of stnali t-0.:wnJ~wish c.omrnunitj.es .. Tlus· higher 



d-e.nsi:ty proY1des rnoFe dati foPstu4y. It is reasonable to :Speoulate-that the gene:ralizadons 

we are able t'o identify fro.m. oµr analysis-of data. from Missi'ssippi and to.uisiana Will 

perta4t to J~wi&h life il.u;ou~b(lut the South. F1,1rthennote, the 'Study -of these ··communities 

,can then :giv~ in•sight into the issues of disso.Ii:Jtron of small~towii Jewish communities in 
• ~·~ ' - + - • 

other r.egions of the UniJed ·Staf¢s. 

Historiography 

tn order to tell-the story of these small-to'Wfi iewish communities i:n Mis-sissippi :and 

:L.ouis.iana thrqugh their ~emeterie.s; it ts first ne.ces-saiy-to review prior scholar.ship. There 

are foll{ categpr,ies of study that pro¥id~ the pai;adigrtis atig details neces~ to1 begin the 

pr6oess of this study. 

T~e first two categories of scholarship.i studies of Jewish life :in the South -an,d . studi~s 

of the role of:the cemetery in communify life, ,set tlie-c.onteKt and prio\iide Qackground on 

the general subje'ttt$• of thls th~sis, Indivic,iu~l com(n"i:inity hist0ries written by laymen and 

local scholars make µp.the. third category ofs~hola,t-ship. These commu.iJit:y histories are 

,a rich, ·sotrt~ of information about the fotroation .. .Qf the~~ co~nitie&,, th~ Ufe of Jews 

who lived in tn-ese. eommunitie$, -and in s'(5me cases? the. dissolution of'1he commi;rnity. 

The fourth and final category of .pr,ior scholanhip 1s;the limited tuimber of-studies whit.h 

b¢.gm the process ·of-examiriingthe bistoricarissue$ perta~niii!l fo 'the di&solution of a 

:eorrtrrttu1ity, Building fr.o~ the bac)tground ·0f the first t'WQ cat~ggrie&j u,sing data frqril 

the tbfrd categpiy, this present study :s~ks ta clarify and su:pplem~nt the funiied 

sdh0.larship that ·~l1;1~idates the fourth c~t~ory. 
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Scholarship-on &>utbem Jewish life 

Scholars have used two genrns to relate the-story of Jews living in the southern United 

· States. The first genre is the anecdotal writings-that relate tne stories of farrillies and 

individuals in-order to desettb.e Je:wish identity and life. in the-South. 7he Provincials and 

The Lonely Days were Sundays by Eli Evans and Our Southern Landsman by Harry 

Golden•eX:emplify this type of work.9 In these books, Evans- and GQlden wrestle with the 

issues Jews faced as they settled and made a life 'for themselves in the South. The Jew 

Store and Peddler~ Grandson .are autobiographical works that use the s.a.me styles to 

recount ,similar adventures in southern Jewish life by focusing on the experienc.es ofa 

particular family. 10 

In contrast to this form of anecdotal scholarship which tries to paint the whole image 

·of the southern Jewish experien.cei a number of writers have focused on one particular 

i~sue, era, dynamic, or element of the southern Jewish experience. Volumes edited by 

Leonard Diimerstein and Mary Dale Palsson, 11 and Nathan Kaganoff and Melvin 

tirofsky12 are sources for a number of these articles which focus op._issues like religious. 

life, political views, or social attitudes. Scholarly journals on the American Jewish 

experience such as American Jewish Hist.Ory, Southern Jewish History,. or The A.mericdn 

Jewish Archives Journal all contain articles that di~ss a wide variety of elements of the 

history of Jewish life in the South. 13 Of particular interest are the• studies that focused on 

the settlement and ~onomic patterns of Jews coining to the South--sp·ecifically focused 

on Jewish life in Mississippi and Louisiana. One does not have to look far in any work 

on Jews in the South to see that economic oppQrtwii.ty was a primary motivation fo.t 

Jewish.settlement in the South. As David Goldberg noted, "The Jewish desire to settle in 

15 



the South was n_obi culturaJ ont, hurfor economic re~sons. Here he oould woTk hard and 

,,14: ., . 1· . ; 
pros·per. Wor.ks tk.e Elliot Ashkenazts Business i>J Jews in Ltjuisiana .1 IJ40-J 87515-

and Thomas. Clark's article ''The Post.:€ivil Wa,r Eoonf>my in th~ Sput.h'' .fr0m the 

Dinuerstein and P'alss_ori volume l6. provide inv<l:iuable imotmatiQn for 'explaining .r~asons, 

w~y Jews. sett.\e,d in the South-.,esp~ially in tl:te small te:wns and cities :examined in .this.. 

study. 

.Study of C,em~terie~ 

This thesis aspires to fill a gap in •scholarshiJ:t. To date, trr.~r.~ has been only one study of 

a Jewish ~eme.tery in Mississippi or Louisiana. R:eaefitly, Chatles rules, :a long.fime 

resident and funeral dit~~or in Vicksbllfg, Mississippt wrote a book on the cemetery of 

the Jewi:sa oomrnututy in: Vicksblll'g-.17 This-work on the Ans~e Cb,.esed c~nietery stands 

alpne. So, in order to develop a metho'.dology·here, :it is ne~essary,to stJpplemept this wqrlc 

b¾ turning to. :studies o-n cemeteries outside .of the target area. ·the:te are tew -wprks .on 

·c-emeteties in general The, last· Great Necessity by David ,Cfiar:les Sloahe· describes the 

history of t_be cemetery in.American life. -~~rriiQg, to the cemet~ries-of Europe1. Sloane 

expiains -the evotut~on •Qfthe· arc_;lut.ettur:e., bl.trial cultu_re1 design,; and loc~tion of 

cemet~ries in United .State.s.18 'The bookBthnidty andthe Americw, Cemetery, edited by 

:Richard E. Meyer; disalilsses how <filteretjt ethnic groups·'{irtcluding Jews}ilh~.tnerica 

handle these issµe.s diff,,ent1y.19··0tbet stuo:ies· have.focused on th~ histories c,f various 

individual cemeteries" There are ,some articles <r.n ~0n-Jemsh cemeteries. 'Tw~ articles of 

.nQte include the study oftwo a:}l~doned cemeteries rn Flprida,. these cmicles-provide 

·insight into what hap.pens to· a c.emetecy· tliat ·l'ia:s no ·care.ta:ker .. 
20 

There are ·also a numb~ 
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· of:art.foles onJeWish :cemeteries itt.the United States and, abroad. The Western .States 

JewishHistbfit:-al' Q,uarterry··contains ntirnerou:s articles which t~ll Ure histpry 6f'lewi$h 

co:mmunities· during Gold Rush and in the -weste~ ~t~tes:,through their eeweteries.. 

Scbolars· lia:ve,alsn derailed the history of early ~emeterl~$ in twQ ot:'·ttle oci~nal .~.outhem 

Jewi.sh communities; Chadeston.. South Catolin:a and Savannah, •Georgia.21 .A. Stanley 

Dreyfu.s-4.id a similar study ,eiploring the. origins @f Hebrew Gemetery Ne. 1 of 

Galveston, Texas.it Stephen Udelsohn us~d a different ~trat~gy to research the "Jewish 

comtnunicy and ·ce~et~ry ofBroiWllsvillt (Tenn:es.see).'; Oo the, basi$ Qf headstcm~ 

inscriptions .in the Br.ownsville cemetery.i .Ude.lsohn reco.nstru.:cted a ~mo.graphic $tudy •of 

the Brownsville community?r While these studies.do, not ·provide details on cemeteries: 

ofW~sissippi and·Louisianc!, theydp· .provide tn~thodolQgical ·model~ and Sl'ratewes for 

what to look for,. wbat t0 consider.~ iµi4 w.hat. i'nformation,,about the cemeteries :h~t.e-eaidje 

·eJucid.ated, 

.Studies of.Jntiivid:t1t-il' C0111m1Jni1;e$ .fn Mississippi and L01lisidnit 

Followu;ii the pattern ofBerttart1·KQ01'S:;stµdy Ea(/y Jew_s of)lew,,ortean_s.2~ scholars 

and laymen ha-ve U.$.'e lo-Gal recQfds and documems, along ·with oral histQties, whi~h sketch 

autthe history ofsome indfy_i,dua1 commuriities:invGtved in this. ·study, Jewish,life in 

1Natche2; ·Woodville.. ·satartia; Laurel.. ~d Pott Gibsan, Mississ1p,pi, and in Natchitoches~ 

Lomsian~ has been des~ribed at .some len'gth. ts To ·va:rymg) legtees the, a'l)thors_ of studies 

. th.. ·. -·1·1·es· ha··ve· described the settlement of Jews in these towns~ the genesis on , . es.t eowmuru . • . •. - , 

.. 'f t·tt, · . ,....,....,, -... :n, the re-1=aious' .social and economic life. and the dis.solutiolt of \he 0 e ·G.OnuuU.uu.7, , _. · . :UO' , , · ' · 

• .. · · · 1. ·dd·t.· · ... ~ere·ar· e·hi'·st-ot:1es of the J~w:-s in Louisiart.a and M.ississ1ppi conunumty. n a • 1. mn, ,l,Ll · ·· · · • ~ · . 

t:7 



which give some data· .o.n the· he01nnino ofJe·wt·"sh ,~c: · -th t -. ·. _ · · 11 - d · ... .:.: .... 
1:5~ . . , I:) . ' . . we 1Il . ese owns, as we as . eswwe 

the pen~op.alities ofthe·Jewswho help.eel found and estabµsh the'11-:21> 

Ther.e are many small communities m.Mfasi$sip_pi and Louisiana that. •still await 

W.storic~l ·~lfalysis. To supplement the prin.tecl tlata ~m the Jewish c6tDI:rtutiity, in these 

~ates. tw<;> n~ld :study tQ,i)S mto Mississippi ind Lpui~i'ana wer-e condticted. D~ritig these 

field study trips, 'the author Visited the, ce(neteEies e*arolned in. this stucly- to gather 

-add_it.iQnal. information se th<1,t mQre ~.Qtnrlll;Ulities.; ca.rf he :analyzed, this:data inclu.d~s 

hi-story pamphlets. th11t some C.dngregations have prep:ared~ oral interviews· with lotal 

historians, remainlhg Jews, descendants of former residents, and .eemetery caretakers~ ·aild. 

an, ~ay, ofdqpumertt,s svcb as de.eds, congr.egi:!,tioqal. miruites., and he<1-dsto1Ye 

transcriptio·ns. Thete. are mote data. to ·be coll¢cted, which couJd t,hen be. u_,sed to ·cre~te 

studies .i,;imilar t9 the ·Qn~s th~t have been dQtte o.n the communitl't}s ip Port G3bson. Qf 

Natchitoc·hes. i 1 Thls trl'-e Qf st.u.dy is. not the gpal of this -thesis. The ,creation of a:full 

history of each c~'inmunity is oeyQn'd the scope of this ,$idy. The data collected fo,.this 

study-will enah!e t~e author to comp:are 1U1d. c.onti:ast th~se commurutjes s_p·e~ffically on 

i:S·sues involviqgthe cemet'ery, and .its place in the community durin~ .its. existence, in the 

midst of its dis.solution,, .and after it~ ~ctioil. 

crt d·,·_ · ·· ·the d,; . .,.,."'14,iion al'.-mafl.,tiJWtl iewishcorrtm1111ities in Mississippi and 
I)., .11 ,1es ,OlJ . ., ... "', ..... i1 . , . ~ "'! . . 

Louisiana. 

F . . . :i.. •~ have r&>ported on:and wrestled with the dis:s.0Jution of Jewish .our reiearcJte11> · ·, .., . ·· . · · . . . 

. . ~ ftn .. ut-Le...,. t'owns· In 1'957 Ben1anim Kaplan recognized and tried to cominurut1es. m sm~ s0 .n , .... · . · . · · ' · :.r · · 

explain t.he dissolufion,:phenomenon in hi_S-book The.Eternal .Strcmget_2s :.Kaplan. 
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examined three :small-town CO'tnm ·· "tt~ ... L · · · ·. · · · · · · · · · · ' · UJU . es m ou1s1amli Clinton, 0,p.elousas, and New 

Iberia. He ch.o.se these com.tnurutles in pa:rtitulaf"because for him they represented· the 

spectrum•.of a community's lite. span: Clinton was extinct, Opelousas was (as K:aplan s~w 

it8) QU• the .. v.erg~ qf dissolution, and New It.,~ria w~~ tlilivi.ng. By Gomparing. and 

cqrttrasti:nttnese tht~ communitie~, KapJan._sou:ghtto describe t;he t(S,cial elen,,:~nt~tbat 

can weaken a commuµity; s -integrity and lead to it!i dissoll!ltimt 

· Lee .shai W~issbac.h ftteused· on. another aspect of the phenomenon of dissolving 

communiti'es: In his article 'tDecli:ne in an 1-\ge ofBx.pansion·: Di&appearing Jewish 

·Communities in the.Era.()ffv,1~s,Mi~i:~\iQn/ W~i~sba-ch ob~.erv~d that~ nutnber Qf small 

communities foooded during the German wave of immigration .did not enjoy the .fruits Qf 

tl1e massive immigtat.ion ofEa~t Europeans in the 1.880&" 

·Sti'IJ, not. every Jewish ~nter. established in tlie :United Stat~ by the tum 0f the 
centu.r;y was e).-pant:l1ng. in the era.bf mass migra'tion~fur whil.e the.eyeraO j~wjsb 
popilla{ion oftffe.:(:QunlJY was burg~ning ... lliet.e was a:•simultime90s littl~~. 
notlted countet:ctu:reJ,l'_L in A:tn!erican.,Jewisli demography. .. ~,A.few 9fthe,smal1 but 
sign.ifi'caot: Jt,}1sh:·conu:nimities,.that had .Dotuishe'd iii. the ~later pan Qfili,¢.. 
nineteenlh ~ntu.ry or in. Qre .fir,st fe,v years.:bft11e twentiefb.c¢~ttu:y went into,· 
decline; and:afe.w disappe-ai:ed oompfetelt~ 

This study i.s impe.ttant 'for two reasons. Fir$l,. We'isshacn ~ed the ch~acteristfos of 

this phenomenon as it occurred thr614ghout the CQtintry,. Secolld.., be invluded data qn the 

4ynamic-s eyfthis phenomenon in three of cities, included in·tbis stu4t St 

-Francisville/Bayou Sar~. Lquisiana~. Donaldsonville; Lolllsiana~ and Port Gibson, 

"M,ississippi. 

Lows Lette$ and pavid Goldberg both wrote. theses dealing with th~ difficulties ·of 

li.(e fot Jews living •in small.towns otth.~,:south. Lettes's study, ''On the verge of 

E
. , . , . s· aU t ,'rln. J·. enn·sh communltres of the deep South, •t

30 
use:d the ·community• of 

xtmction~ , m - _oVY ... · "" . . , . 

a . . .. . · .•· , .· _ th·· . .;.:.:..,.,.1viff{;welousas-will bediseiJssec:l'ih·Chapt¢r 3. 
The rem~gonmon of e co ............. _,. · ·. 
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Natchez, Mississippi. as a case study to analyze the issues of dissolutiott which confront 

many communities throughout the South. David Goldberg also discusses many of tb~se 

same issues in ""In Dixi'e Land I Take My Stand: A study. of Small-vity Jewry in Five 

Southeastern States." While Goldberg included more communities in bis study, the 

dis~olution of these communities is not eX,plored in degth, as it is only one or many topics 

d. d 31 1scus.se . 

One place where the dissolution of cortunutrities and the toss of community 

artifacts and their histories receive much attention is in the p.opular pr.ess. Article after 

article, in newspapers and magazines, describes.·•the dangers of extinction: which 

communities are gone or at risl{~ who is left to t~ll the tale, and what organizations 

(eSpecial.ly the Museum of the So~them Jewish Experience) are trying to preserye the 

stories of the communities.32 Some of the articles focus on one community in particular. 

Other$ covet a number of communiries ·dealing with this problem. Whichever strategy is 

used, one thing_ is clear: on some level the disappearance of these communities, the Joss 

of their history, and the endangennent of their artifact~ including the community 

cemetery--is a newsworthy and captivatiQg story. 

These articles in the popular press communicate the concern of this thesis: who 

c&res for these cor:nmunities and their cemeteries. Therefore, this. study will combine 

scholarship and original research in order to confront the. issues of the dissolu~on of 

small-town Jewish cominunities. By comparing and contrasting the situation of extinct 

and dissipatingJewish communities in Missis.sippi and Louisiana,_ this thesis will attempt 

to create a picture 'Of the role of the cemetery in~ comtnuhity's life, -explore reasons why 



. th.es~· cqmmtmities dissolve~,apif ~onsider what. happens to th'e cemetery, wheA exti.nctl'q~ 

occu,:::s, 
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., . . .. .. ., Cb.a.pt~r z 
Commruuty, f or01ation:,and cemetery esta.blisbment 

in tb~ Dee.p South 

Th~· $tated PPJ"{JQse of this. thesis. ·i~ Jo study th~ eemetel)f in a· t;Ommunity's lift\ death, -and 

aftedife. A ln order fo sru,dy tl\e ·c.etnetery there has· to be a comm:onicy, .m organized 

~o:y_f>· of people. wJio established it1 some ofwhotn are buried iit it ".rhe purpose qf this 

chapter 1~ t0: set the context of how ~d why Jews ~etded i'n .~_llilall rural communities .in 

Mis_si&sipp1 cmd Louisiana and .,to expJore.lb.eroJe the ~metet1 played in tb~ 

establishment of these Jewish c.otnniunities, Two centralquestions ta be answered-in this­

chapter are-: What tole did _the cenietezy ptayin the form~tion of'?. Jewish eommunity in 

the_se plac.es?,and What did ttiese eemefori~.s look like? 

Part I: B~ckground:. Br~g, in·the Jews 

·Prior to 1803,, the year of.the Louisiana PurQhas~; Jews w.eie ,few and far between in the 

'.So.l.lth. Hi,st:orian Le<;> SbpaU ·noted that the stoi:y ofLoriisiana Jews pri0rto 1803" was.'a 

historyof individual.s. 1 Theseiiidividuals .. fike Juda~P-B.~njamiQ and Jud.ah TotitQ were~ 

_li~e tjle majority ef.Jews in early Am.e.tica., of Sephardi~ <trigm. 
2 

Th~y. c.ame·to j\meriea 

•t . . . tt -..·a.. .. c. ·am'sh and Pottugu· ese..J.nquisitio_n in Europe·and:m the colonies.. '"This Q esca...,e u1e .:,p . · · · · · 

· fl . ·. - . d d.· ·· .. the· ·pre-R~voluti'onarydaysand continued·during the early in UK occurre unn~ • .· .. 

,j d f ·h • t' nth century 8y·that titrte,[the.early ninet¢nth cenmcy] the·Jewisb ·"'eca es o t e nm~ ee •- · · ·. · · · · 
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community in,:America numl;)eted ,approximately• l 5,000. "3 The ''BfackCode;: 11 a . set of 

laws. that _prohibited. settl~ts who •did.not belongto· the Catholic Church, furuted the 

number of Jews who tmtered the L.ouisi~aterri.toiy up until :its purcha.se in 1803 and for 

a time. afteiwar.d. .I.rnmigration1'6 th1~ regjon continu~ as: a triclde even after the 

ptev.i:sion of the Black Code,·was.nullified when tile temt6ry·oftlieLouisiana Pur(;ha.se. 

came under U.S.jurisdktio,a. $till, a Jewish pr.esenc'e was documented. As historian. 

Louis L~tt~s.a.ssetted irthus by the dose ·of'the eighteenth centucy,.theSouthi.had becolne 

·-~ home 'for Jews. While· it would be misleading tq ~ugg~it a _glaring Jewish presence 1n 

the South. or even in the Northp,ast at the tim~ ... the&e e.ady Jewish inunigrants would 

quickly find · ce.mmer.cial opporttinities-,. b()th, on the se.ab<')ard and lat~ 011 the Miss.jssippi 

Riv-er.-"4 These early Jewish settlers. did. not have the numb:e-rs~ or the interest, t0 establish 

pelll)anentcommunal c;,rgariizations. They focused on setftng,tip business.es and 

integrated themselves int~ the Iocal•cij(ttJ.re. ?\ltbou,gh tHe ~tories ofthesei:Q<UviJlual•s are· 

an import~t ~d f3:Scihating, pm. of early• Jewish life in ih~ &ned~ ·S<?uth. this study• 

focuses intently on the ~Il}lllunity life of Jiws in Mississippi anq Lqui~ian~. While, these· 

early $ettJers founded one ~◊ngrpgation itf NeW' Orleans in the }820s-., it was. not until t.'he 

German m,igratio.n c;,fthe i 840s. and 1 ss·Qs that Jewi~h communities coalesced· in the 

lower Miss1ssip_piRiver region. s: 

. "Most Jew.ish south_eme~s .. . were· Asbkenazie iinniig,;:ants who in_ the 1840s aJ1d 
- - j + • 

1850s had fled Bavaria, Pnissi~. Alsace, Hesse? .Baden, Swabia, West.~a, Hung<l.{y, 

P . · ro - ·) A.:.. . ..1· ·s··1-tes~.:. fu Prussian -Poland and Russ1an Poland to,America,. the Qznan ,..: osen , c11w · ·· "" · . •. -· · • 

fabled land offreedom.•i,6 This ,so-cl\iled ~~-Immjgration was ~ watershed; 

· · ·, " ....-· -' by··· ten.fold While the n11m~rs differ from incteasmi the. p.opµlation of Jew~ m Alllenea · · ·· · · · · -- -
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.report to report/
1 

it is clear that t:he·dem.fl).graphics of the American Jewish community 

w.as changed dtan:iatically following this. neww•ave 9 tintrrii_gration. 'This immigration. had 

a prc)found impact on·aU p~s ofthe country, including the South. It Wa§ tQ.is w,oup of 

Ge.nnan immigrants· that, created 't_h~ baekbrme pf the J~'wisb c;onmnmitiesin•hJii;sissippi 

and Louisiana.
1 

They not ~illy augmented the earlier SephaFdic imtnigr~ts. they 

absoro~d and -eclip,sed them. It was the~ Ge.rtttal Europe-an itt11rugrants w.ho founded 

Jewish.·eommunal tire -in the small towns ofMissississippi and Louisiana. For·example, 

betw~en 1 i40,•and I 8:8'0 (the begi~ng qfth~:Eastem European iminigtatioh), a Jewish 
' 

oe.metery was· e:stablisbed in twenty-one of the, twe.µty .. seve.n ct)mmunitjes in, t\tls study. c 

·bf:the eighteen communities in this stu~y tllat est:abiished c◊ngreg~tions, ·eleven had 

done sp _by 1880:0 

the mptivat.iQn$, for immigr,ation .atid!settlem~nt in tlie S·outh can be 

illusrnated With the story of Henry and Mi!m.a Qpp·enheimer{otiginally qf 

:Hanov~'),, who am-wed in Clinton; Louisiana, in. l 845. 

~4'n they reached Glinto11 .f.bey foimd a ·small, but growil1:g, ~oIDI?~ty: ,_Here,, they ... 
must' have thought it the place to sef!,le, to.~l~t roo~ deeJ?1).', tQ bve m peace; and here 
to,~ a flvin_g as a free. ~p.1~- H~rtr, the _Op~nhe1_~~rs ha~ h<md w~_re .~~, 
Jmten~ssen, here no anti-Jewish~gns whlc~ boj:b Minna~d He~ had ~n .. 
d,i,$pta.y.e4 111 Jil.aflY places in f-lan0.veL 11~· _were; .?P~~Ues

8 
to buy -land, to build 

b8tiieS~ to warship and to ·trade w,th pe.ople ln a ·dign,tfi~'W<l:Y, 

There are a hUD'lber of: di:ffeten:t issues intertwined in this o~~ illustration, the .first being 

the Oppenheimers , rie.ed to escape the restrictive, antisemitic -envito.nment of Europe. 

8 ·. .. . . . . , . . "een.t.800.and 1860 o:rie hundr¢d tbol.isanf ,im.,migrants came from 
·• .Jto:~n .. (J)age ~~. reports Jha1

3

00~ . ·indlc.ates tlia1 the Jewish, popula~on of th,e u.·s. ,~s one h~d MY­
Centtal Eutope, As~.;enazl (p :ge .. )2 . :,A ilia.· ·t· in 1820 thetewere,six thpusan.d Jew-&.1n Amenca and one 
th · ··d · 1860· H #...an 'f,~"'0 e 1 · ) no""s · - · · ' · . o~~n ·m. . . " ·• , gu,.1.,, · ~~ T . (pagt) xiv) .estimates Ural ,by 1890 there were approximately two 
hu:n~-~ tlrousand PY J,S.-60,Je:! ii:nmi_gfilhts in the Unile<tStat~: . . _ ·. . . 
hundred fifty, _thou~~~ Genmtn , . .jn Louisiarul( before ,l &JO, $b_aami Ch~ m New Orleans. ~ 
i::: On1y one congregation_ ~as f.ounded 1. 1 of the dates of con~gati.onal {ormation._see Table 1: TlllllDg of 
Snpa:11, :The l'<n1f.s uf L.oqt/(an~- F~r a ~s -· ' 
Cemetery and.Congreg~on,.ipA~pen~.~~gre .. gation in Appendix I. 
0·see Table 1 :. Timii)g of Cemetexy an ' · 
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N'ineteenth-cen.tun,, Eur·o· n·e - ·. ·1- f 
• · · · •· • • J · ., r.waj a P. .. ~ce.o , great.upqeavats. Fir:~ eamtfNapoleon and.the 

F-rench Revolution, followed by the rule of Baron Von Mettemich.aruJ his fellow 
. .- .. . ' . 

reactionaries~ wh\ch $.ignaled the reversal of the rjg)lts.:and proteciion that tb~ Jews ha;d 

-gain~d during-the. Fr.en.ch Rev.olQtion.. The.fat.led Gennan Revolution, of i.848'. aia-in. 

und'ennined·eivil .and religious libel)tie.s:offered to the.Jews. It seemed to sbme that With 

eagl;t revolution anij then reaction;: Jews:,woutd ~ one ·step forward andtwo·-steps 

h<tekward .. .Jews·Uving, inthe'Getman states faced a host of restrieti<ms. 'Tbere· weFe 

restrictions on·wh~e they could live a11d where~y coµ}d_,travel. lhere were laws 

barrfog'them from land ·owr:,.ership and. prohibiting Jews from edu.catkmal op_partuniti:es. 

and part-icular ttad.es. 1'Th·ousatrtls wereyoung_'men:Who. had fled their .German 

fatherl~d~ to avoid s.ervfug a tyrahni.~al govetnrnent in brutal anti--Sertutic ~es. 119 

Thete were even p.arts ·ofOerrnan.y whe.re )ews had to receiv,e specifi<;: permission fto,m: 

the- ruJet i.Q Qrd~r to marry•: 10 

This intoleran~ and persecution was just one of th~ isb'Ues wbich'.ptt.Ued 

iinmjgrants fram their. homes in Europe and. sent them.across the. sea to America. 

·R:etuming to the ·o~penheimer story, anoth.er ('act.Qris clear: 

W}leq they.r~¢lied Clihton·they-foruld ~ -~ b.tit1giowiqg_co~~ty: .. Here;: th~ . 
muSl have tho_uglit i.t the plate to s¢ttJ~. to ·plant.roots d~ply, to live m ~GeJ: and lrere. 
•. . • . -1·,.,;.,,g as a free.TIRAp· le . ... .lie.re were-0ppoitunit1:es. to buy land, to b.ilild lo earn.a, ;1,...... . .. r--- . . ·-:; •• ;;;;ed. -- .. 11 
hllmes, .10 ~orship and to trade.with ~opl~ m a dis~ . . way. 

Th .. . . . r·. . . · . A.ctors dominated every analysis of the ·m;otjvat,io,ns for Jewish ese types Q econ_onn_c 1il . 

-· · . . . •.. . . .. 0 . 'h tt rn of·s· ettlemen.t in the U.S. E In adoitinn :to ihe. los.s 0.f,.potitieal mumgratmn an -t e pa e~.H .. " · · · 

. . . ... •. · h· .,.,,,...e economic problems in the wake .. of the. failed -a.Qd religious liberOe~, ·t • ere ~ ... ~ · · -· · · 

. . . . . . . . · · Stand "Da.lri.d J. Goldberg reports mat ·92.· pert,erit of th-e 
E -In:--his thesis, "~ Di)'le :C-,~d -~ T~e : the f~,maly l)usjn~ was the reaSO.il fQr settli.Qg in their prese.ni 
r¢s{)Pndents oflns questtpll1llllt'e said · at · · 
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revolutions in the mid--nineteenth~~tury. These.difficulties aifmed Jew and 110.n-,Jew 

·alike. i'Un'einployrne t · d . . · · · . · • · · . · .n atl . overpQp.ulation cast ~n ~con~n11c p~ over EurQpe aa~ not 

on1y the.Jews but the.Italians 1tist. English an·d· D t h · ·· · t· ·· (t· ··· . · • · · · ., u; . · . · u e. were,'enu,gra mg o e.scape to a 

place (1f better 0pportunity) .asAvell. '112 Even. as Euwpeis ~conomy £lu~at~d w.ith the 

waves of revolution. ecdnon)io oppQ.$JJrit'i~ :abounded inAQieiic~ .as the fro0cti~ 

e?(:pande.d. we.st and,:south_E~ 11Thus thtJewish desire to :settle·iti the South was not: a 

cul to ral one, but for economic reasons, Here he .(t'he JeWish hnmiwant) could work·hard 

and, prpsper." H 

Thes·e. settlements were not sqlely shaped b.y ~be:,Getman iroflli8!ati9p. The: East 

European immigration wave, which start~d in 188 l with the. a.ssa.ssinatiom Qf Cz'@.r 

Alexander II and th~ aseepdancy•ot Aiexander Iii,.1~ increased the Amen.can Jewish 

p'.otmlation. by a .factor of ten.. From l 8°80 to 19.20. the Jewish population ,w-ew .from less 

than half a million to over two million. The numerical effeot on. th~ SQuth ·specifically 

was significantly l~ss; One scholar '!.estima,tes that of the 2,800rOOO East Eurepeans w.ho 

came to: Ame.&.a o-ver th~'•forty year ·period, ·no:more tban 40~000 travel~d SQ1,1th. 
111

·6. 

Uk~ their Oerman prede,.QCssor~, .Persecution and intoterance. al~p. pvshed the East 

European Jews-to .Ame.rlca. Following the. as~a.ssination of Czar .Alexander TI, .cycles :of· 

violence and·.restric.tions werebrou;glft to bear:on Jewish communities a£'thePale,.of 

S~tt.l~rnent. Any ,gain$ that- ha,d been made under more lib.eral ciiats w~te reversed· as the 

Ru,ssian ·goYer:runent attentpted to use lengthy military servi~e" peasant tiQts.,. ti:avel '31ld 

jot,, l'e~tri,ct.ions,. and.serular -s~ooling tQ conv~rt the Jews away ·from Judaism. f-o R.u~sian 

· Qrtho:do:xx. i 1 Lilce their preii'ece.ssors, thes~East' Em:-opeap immigrants wer.e v.ulled to the 

- . •.•·,· "d' ' j ;...,..l..n.:"' 8 . ••1·n· 0 ·1·~~eT.n .. d I TakeMy'SJ(llld: A ~dy efS,mall-city Jewzy inFiv-e ·commurufy. Da~1 , uv ~ .r , ·,.,. -""':'' . 
South~tern .. S~a~11 (1974)~ Histories Files [AJA] 

1 
L 
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United S:tates by economic 'Opportu ·'hi · · 
· · • nt~J .Ju.st as they, w.ere pushed out of Europe by 

religious and p~liti.cal, perseGution. Inde."A' lh<>a'o n..,,.., {',.....:,,..:gr"'"'t-: "'""ll ; d th .. . ~,, . -"'~ """" UJUJU <Ul"s 1v _0we . _e same 

-s·ettiement patterns as the,Germanimmigrants. di'd a tiene .. • t·· · ·atli' . · F 11: •. •· · .· ·th · • • · · , · c0- .. _-ra :tone er,. ·. o. owiog . _e 

f<:>etsteps ofrela.tives;. t.h~e munigrants peddled their way into an ecQnomieally 

pr0.misin;g area seekit\g-economic oppo~nlty.. t3 While 'tbey may have':'IQlJ,0wed th~ same 

pattern, they did not always end up m th~ .sa.me places as their German pr:edecess.ars. 

SO.o.rerestibli$h~ conunonities.; like Opelousas,. Loui$iana, benefited frtun an influx of 

new fuurug.rants ar,ound the him of the c~Iifury: Othet'&, sue~ a-s Plaqueµnne :and Clinto~. 

Loµ(s_i'~a •. or Pqq Gih.sc;H:~, Mi.$issip.pl,. were.fQ,r the mq~st part ignored by tlie·se .new 

:irtunigtants. In other eases:. Elst l!uropea,n immigrants settl,ed in pla~es that h~~ 

pre¥iously,: .seen few J~ws and no Jewish;•cortm1unity. Claiksdafe. and L.aurel, M'ississipJ?i • 

. and Bogalusa, Louisiana, ·e,x-emplify this treod .. 19 

The arrival of Jewish immigiruits into ·Mississip.pi and Louisian~ whether durin~ tile 

German immigratio.n or t.he East European immigration, was IQUtually beneficial for all 

parties involved. The Jews .who settled in· small tawns found th~ ·o~potfunities tb.ey 

l~ck~ in Europe; They were abfe to make ·a_b~tter ute for themselves and t.9. help family 

and mends find success.as well . .Once settled in.America, th~ ynurr1{ immigrant hoped to: 

, ·1.1. n •t., . . b ....,.
0

, ... ·ey· · as· poss1·bl"" m·· ~d-er to bring: over more relatives to. the safe qt11c ....... y m~e as muc · ..... !.U • : : ~ "' "' . • · • . - . • 

.

. . ;j • . . • •.. . . ·t .,..f A',---e-n·.,.a io 'Ihev a1s'0 ·wantecl :to take advantage .of a fresh 
anu.SeCUfe enVtronmen V n:JU y . ~ 

start.,and m.ake a bettet iife,.for themselves and th'e familiesitbey would build. ,iAs 

· d' 'd . ~ d h ~i:.,e· dom an· d opportunity for economi'e endeayqr, her~ were ur 1vt uals tn:ey 101~n ere u~ ._ · . ·'· · · 

-------· - .. _-. __ ---:-._ - . , . . · .. le of this youth. ""Mo-st oCPort _Gib~n•~ ~Liest Jews came 
F. ' Pert Gibson•~ ~mmmu~ lS a g~ ~i:rlliey were settled .in Mi~sis.sippi to have ~hlldren/' K~~~~­
from Europe wtth.0.ut families, waitlll! . . J. \viSh l},cpenence". 1 J 11),\e, av.e,i;age age ~ we commumty m 
Ross Roffilian, "The stnall town S,ou er-n e..:.fi · e:~late-as l.900! 
.1R5Q w:as,•eighieen and wa,$ less tban twenty- v. ·· · - · · 



many good schodls for their children, which accepted them without question. Here the 

Jews were able to rear large families and to give those families the things which make for 

a good .fife. The good life, which in tum, enabled their children to beoome lawyers, 

physi~ians, merchants, manutact'ur~rs, teachers and politicians. "21 

Even as JewisQ immigrants took advantage of these new economic opportunities 

in the South,. the cities and towns where they settled benefited ·£rem their presence. First, 

it is necessary to explain that there was a void in the economy of the South. Throughout 

the South at this time there. was a need for merchant rrriddlemen who could help get the. 

cash Grops. (cqttQn or sugar can(:) to market turning the agriculfutal bounty of the South 

into• goods (food, clothes, household goods, implements for the fann, etc.) for farmers, 

planters. and slaves. 22 Moreover. there was a psychological basis for the laok of a 

merchant class io the S.outb. "In the South before and after the Civil War, there were 

basically three ec;opomic groups - aristocratic-type landowners (planters), poor white 

fanners., and Negroes. The. fanner felt that the only respectable- way to make a living was 

in a 'pr-oductive' manner. The mer:chant group did not produce anything, and w~ not 

envied nor respected b.y white$, "23 ;Peddlers and storeowners were necessary but looked at 

with disdain. Merchants may have been central to the functioning of the agricul.tural 

•system, but real honor lay in growing. cotto~ "King of the South." The Jews who came to 

the S9uth saw this v.oid as a great opportunity. They were primed to fill this role. Many 

had eXBgrienoos s-ervi~ as merchants and peddlers for the agricultural economy of rural 

areas· in Europe and. in the Carolinas. 2
4 

The Civil War created an entirdy new economic situation in the Sout~ making 

the need for a new influx of people willing to be merchants even greater. In the wake of 
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the destruetion aad· disfo.eation Q.fthe Civil War, pr.oponents of-lteconstr.uc:tion were 

co·nvmce:d that COtteil\, which had driven the southern et:onomx illld. the w.ay.,o'f life both 

before and after the war, was.the key to risma out ofth~ a.shes,. They siµd, "Oll.e thing, 

bgwever.i was clear-· cotton was bringin.g -~ good price, apd i,t seemed that the Seuthem 

farmer couid begin all over ~gain dev.oting their attetttion to the production. 0fJbis,!ita.ple 

'"25· 'B hi"l Id ill . crQp. , · ut w, . e cotto.n_ cou --~ sr be grown; the, fact(Sr~ or c,otton brokers; who hid 

· been the key to the whole process of.exchanging cott.on for ¢red:it~ :were ,gone, b.~pied 

~Y the wat. Thilmeant t.he orgartiz~tion of a new credit and market·system whiefi would 

bring much n~eded ~asb and. g9oqs to the South and tr~p_prt cotton efficiently and. 

effectively to ·mark-ets in the. North andii,:i Europe. the;storekeepets and peddlers, who 

had served the smaller-scale farmers aod staves. du~g the,ante~e.llurn period now 

stepped io to tillthi$ voil16 These lewishimroigt®ts had c.onnetti®J~:tQ northern: 

-sup-piiets and finan-~ial b.aclf:ers to bring goods and credit to help in the reconstruction of · 

the South. 1.1 In an•artiele in [J.S, News·€11ld W,fitldReport,; Le~ Lord c:amrnented that m 
- + - • 

Natch~ •iThe town prospered, and.so too, did its Jewish businessmen.'''
2
.s; Jews -gave the 

:South'the.opp()rtonity, to· rebuild ·after the Civiil War: "Jewshe<;ame involved from fop to 

bottom, as •whoies.alers in big cities-, ·as general ·store owners; and -8.$ p.edd.lers worldgg out 

of the ~tore& .. By providiil!l sm.:iple,credit to fanners and, by servmg as. the 'eyes and earsl 

of the spe(:;ulat.i'Vt -0o'tton trade. the-nie.rc~ts became ind~e'hsable to the ret0very-ofthe 

·'8Quth."29 

At the same tlme they were working to get th~ South ba:ek o,n its feet, these Jews 

d
. ;1_ ... • ,-+h· . set up 5. ".·..-:e· ·s··~nd ,become bosinessmen. The South pr.0,vided Jews with the 
1"' mor:e t an . ,· i.v, • ~ - . . 

.. · •· .... , ... it•a· es they Jacked .. in their native Europe. Immigrants of.the i840s and. e<.ononup qppo, LµµJ . . , . . . 
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beyond achieved their goals. Jews were -abJe to su~ ~nomically and socially, 

settling in towns, establishing businesses, artd raising families. They thrived. in an 

envirQnm~n.t free of the political and religious restrictions and persecution of Central and 

Eastern Europe, integrating into the social and poiitical life of the towns in which they 

lived. Indeed, Jews eagerly joined fraternal o~gani.zations like the Masons .• the Elles, and 

the Oddfellows and service organizations S\lch as the Rotary Club, the Garderi Club, and 

the Chamber of Commerce. They helped to found community schools like the Peabody 

School in Summit, Mississippi. 3P Jewish citizens of these towns served as mayors,,. county 

commissioners,. and community leaders. G Through their dry goods .and clothing stores, 

"they set the styles of their co·mmuniti~ because they had the outside purchasing contacts 

from which they imported new goods and styles into their trade. Where store.s evolved 

through the stages of general store to. dep.artment stQre these merchants were to have a 

marked •nfluence on the tastes of tfi.eir customers. ,m 

Jewish imniigrants were weloomed to these small towns and they took advantage 

of the freedom and hospitality of th~ir neighbors. They work~,d to m~e a life for 

themselves by making their new hometown a good place to live. This was a whole new 

sphere of life and activity for these Jewish immigrants. In M.ississippi and Louisiana they 

did not face the same political and social limitatio~s as they lµ.d in Euro-pe. On the 

•<;ontrary, they were an integral part of the social and political fabric of the new places 

they called home. Even as they built new lives fot themselves, however. these Jews 

made a concerted effhrt not to give up their Judaism. They came t<;>gether to create 

o Andrew Cohen (undated newspaper article) repo~ed., "Alffi~~gb they were less ~ ~ ~e~th ~f the 

population, Jews filled almost a quarter of the el~ve offices .. fssac ~~ ed;_ Lomstana ~d . 

·"·Mi • · . ., . ..,..'he Universal Jewish EncycJoped1a. (New Yorlc The Umversal Jemsh Encyclopedia, me. 

. SS1SSlppl "-' ·,. . . h . h · , 

19"39-1943) li~exaoiples lO the vanous paiagrap son eac commuruty. 
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institutions.and organizat·1·ons t"' ecv:p .. · ·. J· ;;l · • , an· 1..__ d · ·1a·-
. •· . .w "' ress uu:a1sm 1n .. pu~es an as;peot·s Qf.~. Ther:e· 

wefe eoQgrega,tion\), religtous'.sc.hooll:i. ladies. atJ,xUiarles, B'nai B~cith cbapters,. ben~vQlent 

s.ocieties. and -eemeteries. 

Jewish cemeteries.were and stlll·are p0werlul signs .of the irttegr.atien .ofEmopean . . 

,ews 'in the-So~t.h. C.emeteries were,established •~s these Jews made a.life for them.selves 

in the. S0.uth and wanted to be buried m their new home. Be~g a ~outbernet wa_s not the· 

9rtly, identity these inu:nigrants ~xpress~. They di~ not just w@t to 'b~ outied.., tliey 

wanteq to be buried as Je:ws, Moreover? th~ establi&hm~nt qfa burial .site was not a task,; 

for a single individual. Ratner. it'was a d.oe.umented, ot:ganized ,c.ommunal activi\y. 

Therefore, the cemetery, a,s.anexu~ ofthe•se-tfuee c.oncep.ts-h'ometown~ Jewish life> and 

GOilllI\unal acf1vity-can provide :ms{ghtinto the e?¢enence of Jews ~ ·they-formed 

C0lrtmu·nifies in their new hometOW.llS, 

P:att II: Cemet-ery as,a pm .pf comm"ni~\ 

Jt bas already,·:been d~monstrated that the cemetertis•an important pan· of ~mmunity 

life. As a primary irtstatution, the ~metery is integral to the fmmation and oo.ntirtue.d 

e:xistence of a c~mmumty. •Any analys.is·<;>f the .pree~ss-Qf cQmnuµiity 'formation i:aise·s an 

important :question: What can the estabiis~nt of the ~.emet~ry tell us, about the. precess, 

ari~ timing. of the conununit.y's fotmatibn? 

J. Why loQk. at th~ cemetery as· .a sign 9f'communal estat>lishment? 

The cemetery is proof of a Jewish presence atrd -intention to make a permanent home 

, ·d· . ··ty For· ev.am'ple.• "The Histocy·9fthe Chevr Bicur Cftolem"" of Brookhaven, 
'8;Il . ~ommur:u .. . - r -· > 
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Mi_ssissippi~ relat-eq, "In 18.61 a voung 1'· . • h b . d'"ed . . ,. .. . . . . 
· · J r'• .. . "ewis - oy 1 · at Hotmemlle,, MiSS'JSStppl, and. 

his body was brought to Broo1,,1.. vr 11... · ·· · · - · · · rµ_ia. en. · u.~re was at that tmre- no ,Jewish ;burial ground in 

Brookh~ve't\ :SQ• four P,ublic. spirited Jewish Qitizen.s, Abram·.Kersky, A. M. Matks~ a Mr,. 

Pi~~us•aJ!d,a Mr. Lubinskiy btg~niz~d w~t is;.t~day the 'Chevra Bicur Cholem,' purclfa~ed 

a piec:e· oflarid a.mt had the boy buried 1132· J·uM, a··s; th.· ·- ·t ···ft... ~ nh · . · .: .. · ·. · ;)~ , _e·s Qry o .11e opp~ e1.mers 

1
ptovided insight into thtnnotivatibns.for imrnigratio~ ~js story helps. exQl~n wliy, 

Jewisfi cemeteries appeared' in.some places but.not others, The facts Qftbe story are 

~imple: <\ J ewi$h boy dies. H;ts fa.nilly li~es in. H:oJ.rneS;viJl~. which does not have -a Jewish 

cell).etery. His family must decide·where to bu:ry: hi:m.; Why do they bring rum from, 

Holmesville to Br,ookhaven, a distance· of'thirty mil~s;, to a.nothef' place that does 11ot hav.e 

"- Jewish. ~mete.:ry? 

rt. seems cou,nter intui~ive for this family to bury their son.in a loe.atioa far away 

from where they lived .. One ,couUi It>:gically-·ex,ect them to bury their sou. in. Holrne_syille 

so that the.y could vtsit and care for his gr,ave. Why did they gQ ~o Brookhaven1 Otre. 

possible answer to thi's· qu~sl:km helps ~~plain now fheresta:biishment df'a Jewish 

cemetery.helps, in·-tm:derstanding the. formation of a Jewish community. ·presuinably, 'they, 

saw.sometping ihBtoQ~ven that th~y lac_kgi inHohnesville,_a Jtwishfuture. Lee Shae 

Weissbach stated, "One· indication that the Je-wish residents of the ·comrnu:nities. we are­

e~loring were indeed thinking-in tenn$cifa secure future is thats like th.cir co-religionist 

iQ, other places; they develop.ed Jewish .iI1$titoti'onal structures along .familiar lines. •t
3

c! 

rrt..= • · · · t f. a se·cure 1u· tur·e -ruouid seem to apply to a. cemetery as ·Well. It is logical to uus concep o · . . . "' · · · · · · ' 

-· ·t h -·. d· ·· no~ s· :t ... .-t a cemetery which ()8.llllOt be· maintained.. Burial is part of s4gges .t _at one . • oes . -:, - a.i ~ . 

· .... _ , _ . , .. , iiwaily tobury'ttie df3~- D~~ iliefo~ders_'intend for .this to h<:.a . . 
m Btool$aven, was f0 n.»ed spe(:, . th'_ , rds .gss«,i~ted WJ.tn this kind of act but nut: know f:herr,mearung? 
~.nev.olent .society 91' did they kt;Iow e w.a · · 
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the act ofzctoh(>r namet . respect fi h . . . . . · · , · , · or 1:. · e rinemery of the dead. W-e bury our lQved one~ in a, 

place where ·fu.ey will be remembered and m a· place that will be 'cared' for 'in the future .. 

th · ·r ' ·· · · · · e H:np icatto.n is that a cemet.ery is only started when the I.e\JfS ,ofa pctrticular·place feel 

that they have a.future:the.re, and as ·part ofthat fotur.e wm,care,fQr tno_sewhu·. are buned: 

the Jewi~h,,.qemetery. We can only·speculateth'at bytaloog.their son to be buried fu 

Brookhaveh, this,family did .n~t.fpres~ tlte development of·a Jewish community iii 

Holm~ville, that wouW cue. f0r the grave of their -em.Id ·aft~t they had died or mpved. on. 

So, they wenttQ the. neatest town which they, felt .bad a s~cure Jewi~h. future,. munely" 

Brookhaven. 

How does ,this notion of ne,eding .a sen$e Qf a; s.~ure furure before establishing a 

cemetecy he.Ip in .dattng th:e. formation Qf'the Jewfs,h eonununity· in particular place's? In 

the transcriptions ,of the headstones for these ·cemeteries, there· are s'ome entries of 

interest. Aro.n Teutsch and Abrahani Mayet, . both pf whoni died in Bayou :Sara, ,are 

buried in the Beth S·halom cemttefY in Woodville. 1 Rueben Simon died from yellow 

fe~er on January, 24~ 1856, in, Canton, Miss.issi_ppi, ·while Jos§ph Ficey dted .in 18'S3 in Pon 

Gib~on, J;3·oth. wer.e buii¢d in the origµtal lewisb e.emeterf in Viclcibu.rg and-. .then. 

relocated to the An.she Che.sed Cetn¢te~ als'o.in Vicksburg, when it ,ope.ned in 1864.
34 

What do these examples have fu eommon? A Jewish cemet-ery was everttually 

, establi&h.e.d in tti~· plc}ce of death: St. Franci.sville/Bayou Sara (l,&91), Canton (1872}~ and 

Poct Gibson (.1871 ). Wh.at tins su~es.ts is th.at, at tJ:ie tim.e of d~th, ttie family, ·or the 

surv:iv6r-s of the deceased, did .Qot fe~l secure.in the Jewish futu.re at the plaQ.e wh.ere:the 

l S .... rt~· . ee.page 'k.;, . . . . " "oodvill Ms·· :A .. ... ; •• II 
1:See Headstone i.nseoplions.c(o,r Beth ShalomCeme,tery .~ . . • C. . 1

~ ., ppe~~ .. --· _ . 
;K In hls·book:oo th¢ Ansh~ Cl;l~ C-em~te~; C~l~r~esJl.i~~ ~ the r.elocauon of the ~ves from the 

. .. na:1 .. .· t . ---A ''1e nm:~ible locatio.n of this stt~. P-ag~ 3nfl oqgi . ceme ery c0!U u r •""'. .. 
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person lived ~d die,d.. So they· gsed a burial. site that was clQs~ by geographicaf.ly or 

. ;,:.'·all L SQs-l y. 

Ifthe $ui'vivqrs had e~tablish-ed a qernetety.i.t) this.. place and at that time
1 
they=w~re 

. µnsure if:there wouid be enough of a Jewish p:res.ence to maintain, protect, and p~erve, 

rhe :graveSi. The fact that ce1J1etenes were later esfablisheq 'in the~. ptaee-s· mdieates that in 

these t.hree .towns- BayQu Sara/St-. Francisville\ Canton., an,d Port Gibson.- tl).is -r~ality 

cbaQged. fir addition~ :wi'th th¢ documentatj_op Qf t.he: Qu.t-of-t~wn h»tial and then 

the establishment of the ce'tneteiy in town • .it is p(l)s:s'.iblt to date the . .-period otiline.:wlten 

Jews were able to· develop a, permanent ·pr-es.eace,as a corrununity ~ capable ef maintaining 

.a cemetery. Fot example; between 1856 and t87-2~ the something in the s'inJatfon in 

C~nton· changed SQ that the Jews d{d not ·sepd their dead to Vidq;burg foi burial. Instead, 

by t.872 tht:y felt the.Jewi~h community developing in Canton.w~s strong eno~.to 

•,ehsure the.• perpefual care of a cemeter.y,M 

·2. Can the: estabJ1shrrtent of a cemetery help as. to decide what the thresbold is.for the 

fotrnatjen of.a cornmUhity? 

Something occurs in a t6W11 to cause'the.J:ewish resi4eQts to decide that there will be.a 

Jewish future.in that place, and ,a:s~spch they wou.ld be inclined to·esta:t>.~h·a c~etery. is 

· · 'bl . d . • t particular. threshold that must be cra.·ssE;d .in QEd~r to foel .secw:e 1t poss1 · .e ,to ocumen .a : : ~- · •~· · · 
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.in a; Jtwish future?· Is it .a. critical . . , · .• · . . · • .• . .. . . -•·· . mass, a particular nulJ}.ber of_people m,a community· 

which signals ttr t · . . · . •· . 
· · a a CGlllJllumty -has enough Teso1,,1rces to• be' self-sustai,niijg over a peri.od 

· ff · ? 0 ~ ··t · ' · .o 1me.. · r is 1 a GfltieaJ event,, so·mething. that happ~ns which draws. Jewish residents.. of 

a town (or a . .grQup .oftoWns) together to ci;eateco:mnrtma.l instifuticfns.Jike a cemetery? 

··tlie concept of a critieaJ ,mass: comes·trom·the wtitmg~, pf histo~ Lee Sha,i 

W.e'is§bach,. fuhis arti~le '~Jewish.Communities on the .Ev~ ofMass}yiigratio.11, 11 

Weis:sbach..se.pata1es Jewish .se~roents into three c~tego.rie.s) a:ecording·to population:. 

less·than,one thotrsand~ rune hundred ninety pine to one hundred,; and less than QJie 

UtJndred. For Weis.sb.a,ch, one htmdredJews'in a·.~ven .area is the criticab.ttas.s n6cessary 

for the ~n~ation ot Jewi:sh eommnnal life. Wm:lti: he noted that this riumbet was arbitrary­

the data lie collected seems tb suppert his hypothesis, Of the dile hnndl1ed ,sixty 

settlement~ with on.e bundred or more JewsJn 1.87:8~ -8~ '.percent of them had 1ew.isll 

communal or-g~tions: They,e ~ . in fact,. at l~ast Qn.t fµnctioning congr.~g~tion ID one· 

hupdred thirty three ¢:fthe one hundred and sixty cpmtnu.nities;. in; thls:oategory. The data 

for settlements ofless than Qne hurit½ted Jews shows· a cOinpletelf dilfe.rent:picture. 'lrt 

1'87;8 "All t~~ether, tbere :werreat 1easf868 poi'nts of Jewish settlement in the.United 

States where Jews lived in conceJttrations Qfles.s tban one hundred ind.iv.idu,als. "35
· Of 

. these, the, l S78 popt!l~tfon survey, 8tati,sti~s oltlie J.ewlf sugg~sts there• were )ewi~h 

Qrgahizatit1n& a.id jnstitutions in onlt, sixty-six of'the.se pla~s. :Frpm these m~asures 

Weissbacb concluded, ,;Not surpri&iilgly,_,.of CO.Ul':Se; the establishment.:oflewish 

·w,,ihi· . . d' hi., •keB· oar· d ·o·r·oele'.,riteS•Of Americanlsrat)itesand the Umo, n of America' n . s survey :was: one.v,1. ·u.•, ' .· II>" . .. ' ,, ' • ' . ' . ' ,, • ' . ' ' ' 

H ·1.. • c· •, . •u···· · It 1·s•ii>ne ·of the first surveys oHhe Arnerrcan., lewtsh.poP,ulation. F9r .u;iore-
e,.,rew ,ongr~ga ons. . . · · . , 1 • r1., ·-~ ... ft h,' «Th ·l · hC •·1·• f•'-=-r.: : ·b· ·1,.: •t . 'II o·fthi" ..... , .... ,ev .,.._. Lee S iai vve•~c e eWi~ · ommmu 1~.o ·, me u.u.ormation on t e,ms or.,· ...,,,;, ... • :,i;~ - ·· , · , 

Onited ·s~~ on flie Eve ofMas.s Mtgi:ation", 345. 
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I 
I 

·COtmnUnaJ.institu.ti<:ms in.a .city·Qr to•·-''" . · · ft . . . · , 
-. . · ·~ c.1.1 very 9. .. en went band-m-hand ·w.tth the 

' . . .. 

/achievement of a tripJe-digi_t pQptdation. 1136.· 

The. populati:on data from the commµnities, involved inthis study9 support$ the 

.notionJhat a popti!lation of orre·_hi.indred was rrecessaty"fo aehieve the. critiGal mas~ for the 

ereation .of comnutnal instituti9ns in-SP'ttle case& Of the. twenty-sev~n cQmmuoi;ties -rn 

this stucfy,, ten places--had m·ore than one hundred Jews. at som.e pofut in their hi:stpry~ 

'f'toJlil, this •group often, we can demonstrate tp~t se~en pad m9.re tban one hundred .Jews 

in the coinrm,mity :when the cemetery wa!f establi$hed. 

Cijy wit.h Jewish PopµJafion Year 
populaflon by ~ear, ce'i'netery· 
·greater than 100 ·1a,is 19005 1'907 1927. 1.981 1~8 establ.ished 

St .'F r,am::isvilleJBayo\J Sara 1·3·3 90 24 <10 1&.9.1 

Cant'on I 15'0 100 1.08 85 1&7-2 

Clarksd~le 412 280 l9-111 

E>Or:tc:lld$omiille 179 85 80 ts .. 1856 

.G:reenwpod 1.~5 250 300 160 NJa 

Natchez 220 450 575 151 125 19.8 1840 

109 171 1'51 48 ,44 1:&71 .P.ort-Gibson 
'Numbtts i'n oold from Jacob R Marcus, To,C.,.qunt.a-P'et!pfei Ar.net7aa.n..Jrtwrsh P'Qpu{qf'f0n.da'f<1;: JS-SS::-19.84. 
~nham: University Press of,A.ineti~. l99.Q), Numbet$ in plain t~xt from~ Shai Weissbae~. "th:e . _ 
Jewish Cartuimruties oftlie. United Stat~ QJ;l t.Oe-~ve EUMass Migration'r or Lee Sbai Weissb.ach, ''Declin,e 
fa an Age; of'E~-patision". . 
Three other oommuniti.es c)fe .r~ported t-0 have had 1ewfah pQpulations. of mo.re than one, 

hundred at some pomt in their tustQo,r. TWQ, Plaqu~mirte and Morgan City, ·did net 

-:achieve hundred or more·Jews. t1ntil.many, Y.e~ after the·e}tablishment of the cemetery 

and -the congregation. 

o. For-~ full tal)lei see,Table i: Bliit~ng an institution with a popolal;ion of l 00" i.n AppenQix I. 
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PG~ulaUon Year City, with JeWiSh P,opulaUon 
of 1 oo· af:t~r eonar.eoatiO'nal formation 

bv.vea:r cernetery 
Hf18 190'5 

Mbtgan City 
1907 1927 1937 194.8 est,ab_lished 

35 9'7 65 11.5 187.8 
P.laqu-emirl'e 61 12$ 13'2 5·5 
Numbers 1n bpld from Jacob R, Mateu - 'R ,. ·• · .• ·' Welssbach', "The J . • · Ji c . . . -- .. s,, ° Cou~t a_Peopl!! nmnoets m .plain te:Xtfrom Lee Sliai 

W
·- ·. ·: 1... --

1
-· •kn·· ._li_e..,~s; .Qmmuruues of the !J.ruted Stat~s on.t:ne E'Ye of Mass Mi'i:rrntion" or Lees· ·b'.i:,, 

e1ssoacJ3 •• ® ne·man Age of Expansion~. · · · o-- · · .... 

18'56 

Ttte pop·uiation data trom Opelousas indicates a pattern which ¢hallenges W~iss:bach's. 

ass.ertiQn that a J.XQpJllation of Orte hundred wa~ _fieces-sary for th~ formation of communal 

institutions; at: le:ast fh the geogr:a_phic.al area 0ftliis study. The.d,a__t,afrom.Io.Cotmt. a 

People :sugg.ests that there were never one hundr~d Jews. in O,P..elousas. 37 And' yet ah 

ofganizatjon {c,ongregation ◊.r benevolent so.ciety) •kno.wn as Gemuioth. Chasaclim was 

chartered in 1869 for the purpose of obtaining-laild forifle est~blishment ofa, cemetery in 

·Ope]91.(sa,s. 3a 

. 

.Popul{il1on Year 
bv vear cemetery 

. ' 1878 . 1905 19·07 1921 ·1937 1948 establish.ad · 

Owe,lo.usas 70 75 60 186~-
. 

Nlliiiber:s in bold .froin;JacGb ll- Mtµ-¢.11$~ 'f 0 CbJJ.nt a People.. 

l>opu,latio_n d:al~ fr-om TQ Cqunt,a People. is t1ot the enly data available fm; Opelousas~ In 

his study- of the community, BenKaplJil. provided tWo cruc'ial figutes·. He stated 'that in 

1-885. there were one-hundred Je.ws organized into thirteen familie""s within nve miles· of 

Opeloqsas.(this. includes.'W-ashmgton, Louisillrl'l,.39 
Th'is,,data 'indicates that Opelousas 

was similar to Morgan City--ana Plaquemm~in tQ:at it~ lewt~hpopukltion Aunib~red .lesS; 

'than. one hundre'd, when the ce.metery was established. -A:nother piooe of data ineluded in 

KAp4u~'.$. stµdy, fi,trther challenges Weissbath',s parameters. ''In 19.29, ''Ten paying 

P Should, tf:te Jews p(W~stiington be inc~u?ed in ~le-J;><>Pulat.io~ o~~ll)usas'? The I"ew.$ llfWashi.ngt!)n 
:estabtislied thek own cemetezy, bu1 ,pam.c1pat~ m the epng~ga11.on in O~lousas, 
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members (families) consisting of 65 souls' pooled their resources and efforts and built a 

Temple in which services Were held somewhat regularly until 1942 at which time it was 

clo·sed. 
1140 

This. would suggest that ia"group -of less than ,one litl.lndred peo.p1e could 

organize and raise the funqs to build a congregational building. This building, however, 

was not _in service long. So, one could argue that this proves Weissbach's point. Sixty­

fiv.e individuals may have built a Temple, but they could, not sustain it.for even twenty 

years. This, however, is not the only data available .. To fact. the Glosure was only 

temporary. After the completion of Kaplan's study, thecongregation_~w a rebirth in the 

1950s and-continued operating into:theearly 1990s.4 i 

Oat& from the Opelousas, Morgan City, and Plaquemine communities - which 

reached populations of more.than one hurtdred after institutional fonnation - reinforces 

the· populaJion data from ~he other seventeen settlements featured here that never reached 

a population of JOO Jews and yet built instiµitions. 
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. Ba5tr~ 1·817, &5 · - 40 .29 J9 187'J3 

Brol>khaven 
Cliritorj 

Grand Gulf 

Lau'tel 

L:'exiragtort 
Monticello 
Natchitoches. 

$:atactia 
~ummit 

WO,Qdv.ille 

:Yazoo Oltv 

no 
no data 

18_94 

ne 78 

n,odat.a 

Moman Cih 31 

t9Q6 
24 

no 

1871 96 

1$60s 56 
no 3 

i'lQ.date 78 
Ooelousas 

1878 7~ 

Ja0.kson 44 

-

85 

' 

-

I 

Numbers in bold from Jae-ob R.. Marcus, 7'-4, Cpu;,~ q_ P~Qplk 

0 

74 
·. 

77 

60 

11 

13 1,87,Z 

5.0 

.. 
~S , 

85 
6'11 .. 

45 

Nia 

1855 

1861 
1853 

1,84'5 
rnfd 1.850,s?. 

As, this tabl~ demonstrates, ever half oftlie•settlemertlswith popuiations offew.~r th.an 

one hundred Jews established cemeteries. Je""'s from seven of these-towns even fomied 

congregp.tjQns that built or purch~se,d.:a ·coogreg~µqnal ht1.ild.ing. ~eluding Morgan_ City, 

Plaqµemine ai:id Op,Iousas, a•:greater nutnher Qf qommuni.iies· inthis-.srudy· had fewer than 

one htirtdreo people whe.n tJ1ey e~abli~bed the .. cemeter;y ancl ro.nned ~ congreg~ti.on. 

Wlill~ Wei:ssbach noted that there were-~c;:epnons to :bis '!P,optilatior1i of 1'00
11 

rule, too 

high Jlumber of e.xamples .Qf oommunities with fustitutions· ano populatibns iess than ,one 

hundred seems ,out·o'f step ~th the'sfatistfos .fh:>m the 187& <;ensu_s~ which only had ~ixty­

si~ out of eight lniiidted sixty-ejght combiunities with pqp.uladcms under one bun,dred 

ha-ving.organizatfons and thirty.-sev~n of those having congregations. 
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In contrast to hi.s definition of community based on population, Weissbach offers the 

contrasting position described in the work of historian Rudolph Glanz. Glanz wrote a 

study on the Jewish communities in the United St~tes before the Civil War. According to 

WeiS:sbach, Glanz "goes as far as to ignore the question of population size all together 

and define 'Jewish communities' simply as places where (local settlers were possessed of 

a will to continue their communal existence through the €feation of some kind of Jewish 

institution."'
42 

This definition of community would fit all of the locations included in this 

study. These are all places wete ~ group of Jews established a cemet~ry, a communal 

institution. T_he discussion above (page 33) .indicates, however~ that this will for 

conunu.nal e~istence is not present -in every group of Jews. As seen with Canton, Port 

Gibson, and St.. Francisville/Bayou Sara, the will for communal. existence did not exist at 

one .point in time. This.desire to ~reate communal institutions only arose years later. 

The stories and documents of the establishment of cemeteries in these comm~nities 

indicate that in many eases it. was, a critical evep.t,. and not a critical mass, which 

encouraged the Jews to form ,.mmmuna1 institutio,ns; In the case of the establishment of 

the cemetery there are tw0 types cf events that led the Jews of these communities to 

establish a cemetery. 

The first type of critical event that led tQ the establishment of a cemetery is the death 

of a Jew. Some of the •co[TUJ'lunities of th.is stu4y only came to deal with tbe question of 

now they would care for the dead after someone had died. The establishment of Chevra. 

Bicur Cholem in Brookhaven, Mississippi ser:ves as an example of this phenomenon. 

When faced with the burial o.f the boy from Holtnesville,. foU.r members of tbis 
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community decided' it was·'tun . fi k . . . 
· · - · · · · -e or tt1e: Jews of Brookhaven to. deal ·with this· issue in a 

form.al way. 43 

Another excµnple of'this. type of crlticah~vent leading to the establishment of a 

ceinetery 'Cat) ·.be :found in the history ofWoodMille, Missis~ippi. "The (Jewish,.) cemd;ery, 

w,as established. in 1849 When ·two lewish peddlers.Jacob Scnwar:z.~d Jac~b Cohen,_Q 

paid $-50. for a 'smallplot :m.w.hich to bucy•a fellow pe~dler.j ·Henry Butgru:Jc,e. 1144 One· 

•CQ!ild··~e·tbat thisjs .an i'solat¢<1 eVent of two individu.als:~g.a burial plaee for a 

tllird, ·and nor-the formation of a coll)m~nity. Two facts seem to indicate that this-burial 

began tbe process· ofcohesion of~ c-o.mmun.at structure. According ,to the.Jewish 

r0uri~I~ Guide, Jewish servtces began jost a few years after this particular burial. Tffis is 

corrobora,ed in the history of the J~wish •cominurµty produced ~;v the Willw,1son Cpunty 

Mu~seurn.4
i In addition, (hough Schwarz and Coben.purehas~d. the-l~p.d for only Que 

·burial~ this :tbcatkm became the Beth I~rnel ce.rnet~ry. Smee records do ltQt e~st for the 

e:stabl:isfilnent of this cemetery, it is iro}lossibleto ,say 1f Schwarz or Cob.en intendetl for 

tbis to be i)ie epnununaJ.'.burial ground.. Both t'he Jewi~h Tourist's Guide and the tiistety 

ofthe Woodville J~.sh <.CQmntunity indicate,, however, that the cemetery: estal)tislied by 

Cohen and Sahwai:z became the: BethJsra.el ·cernet~ :4(i As these• two men became e<mtral 

Iel\d~rs of this community,. the cotinection.· between. cemet~r:y fonnation and communal 

-cohesion' seems to be. a r.eas(;)n.abJe assumption. ·Following the model ~r Abraham 

P · · 1.. ... , ·, th·· ·e o~M·a· rhpel· ·ah e,..r Sara's ·burial in·Gertesis 2_3, the. Jewish citizens of urc~smg .. e cav . , ,1 '" . · . . 1.µ .. 

th . 1 . £ jt t. h. t ~ •.. i.en· a Te·w·· had. died in their Ar~ they were obligated. to provide a . e,$e p .aces 1e1 :a ·~, ~1 · • • • ·•· • 
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proper Jewish burial site if they could. 1n responding to this call from tradition, tbese 

individuals hegan die process of community formation. 

In some cases it wa.s not the deatb of one individual that called the )ewish ·citizens of 

a particular place to come tog~ther and establish a burial ground. Some communities had 

to face the issue of burying_many in a short period of time. The best example of a 

tragedy leading to.the establishment of acerµetery is in Grand'Gulf, Mis-sissippi. Tommy 

Wixon, R a local historian, related in an interview that the Jewish cemetery at Grand Gulr 

was established following a steamboat accident on the nearby Mississippi River. A 

number of young Alsa,tian lewish immigrants on the boat were killed and needed to be 

buried. Jews in the area purchased land for a cemetery and buried the victims.4 7 
Wixon, 

is the only source for the story of the steamboat incident, and it is not mentioned in oth~ 

scant resources. There is, however~ another tragic event that occµrred in Grand Gulf and 

in many other places throughout this region ibat (even if the s-tearnboat accid.ent had not 

occurred) would have necessitated the formatlon of a cemetery. Grand Gulf and nearby 

Port Gibson residents were .struck by yellow fever ih 1853 .
48 

All of the headstones 

available for this study from the Grand GuJf cemetery date from Sept~ber 1853.
8 

R • . . · r • le who have become interested in southern Jewisb history Tommy Ws-xon tS ~ne of 3 ~umber O ~P ts. In a biography he noted, "My paternal 4mUy is the 
tlirough the ~xploran~n of~ own fa:;!~ :

0 
New OrJeans m 1851. They are aJewish family and my 

S<5ko1o(w)ski a11d LeVI ~tes w~o ·. untry ror 400 year&" Sokolosky-WLxon. Thomas C. uiidated motiter's family are Christian and m the 00 

tlio~phy. . , . . . . dstone fragments from the Grand Gulf Jewish cem~t~--.~uch of s Wixon p~OVIdeS tl:i~•mscnpaons of h~ing headstoi:ies Ust deatllS in September 185}. The 1nscnp1J0ns 0f 
the cemetery is destroyed. but ~e surv:i~x JV Sample deeds and documents. If these deaths bad been from 
th~ fragments can be found 10 Appe 1 them to have occurred on the same day. The people 
the st~J~l ~ccidei;it, we wo~~ e~ the course of a wee.kin Septen,ibei·~f 1853., none dying.on the same memorialized by th:~ .. sto_nc~ di ove d · . c rather than a wge-scaie aCCident 1caJJ,Sed these deaths. day. This would seem to tndicatea pan ellll! 



Multiple deaths {.., y· "1'1··1ow· s:-.eve . " ,l · • · " 

• · · • · · , · · .... i . "' · · u · ' · r epiuemtcs also. play~ a roie in the··fbrmation 0£ 

0emeteties m sut.h ,P,lapes .as-WashingtonT . d o. . k ,J .. . ·. an . &Y .a. 

All ofthe extant sta:tist1·.;;.s· and· ..1 ·t .49 •· di •· . " . ua a m . eat"e that ,..,.. -- . . .. ..: i c:· . •. • · · . . """mmup~ 1ormaaon 1.s not 

de:pendenHan numbers alone bnl' · . ·· · -~1 . . . .. . . • 
· • · • · · Y a enuw.1 event.1s necessacy, to ~pa,r~ a,.grQyp of people 

to organize CQtnmu-nal ·or.ganizatiQp& When J)teseJited with a burial, these ~oinmtitl.ides, 

r:e,gardJess O'f size;, demonsft~ted th:at t4efhad a will_ tQ establish a Jewish btina1 gr:eund'. 

According'l(>. Gla.r,iz's.dennition, at tbatniom¢nt',thes<?·~ttlernents hecame Jewish 

communities. 

A ctihcal event riiay be all :tha,t is nece-ssary-lo. lead to th~ establishment of a 

ceme.tery, .but I$ this single e~ent or type ,of event (the ,$aine event. like a d~th~ occw:ring 

multiple times) ·enotl'gh to susJaina c~minunity,over a neriod oftim~?. ,In examining the, 

l<;>ca.fion wh~re the. cemetery was found'ed. be~aule of a critic.al. eventr th.er.e is evfdence to. 

5,u~est that while the. ev.ent tn~y be a• catalyst, , it does not :sustain ·a community fu the long 

term.. The fonna.tion stories of th€: cemeteries ,in Monticello ahd Satarti~ Mississippi 

demonstrate:that in adclitfon to a, critica.J event that may start the process df community 

,coh.esio.ri, -~ community needs.a critical:masi of:poop,Je,.to direct epergy from an ev~nt, 

(whreh was the.,establisfunent of:~ c~m~tery) into t:he for.matiop. of ot.Qer instim.tion,s of 

cemmuriity: life: congreg~tions, ·relii,<>1J..s,schools,, ladies auxillaries, or-the B'n.aiB'rith, 
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There ,ls no·inr-0tmation -avaiJ,:i,bl1. ·ru' • 'h d ib . , ; , ,•, . . . . • . • 
.. 'it. ~e w c e$on ey-the format10n .of the ceroetenes .m 

Satartia and. Monticello. TheFe ate- ·ho' · . • •··· • · .. . • · - · · · · · · · · ., wever:, transen_p,t10ns of the headstenes and some 

irtfortilatiOji on the. life.of these two c!)mmuriities. so. The data 1ndicate~ thJlt the few 

.b~ria.Js f~~t took place-in these locations were-for young· ·people. v Thi' · s s . . t· . th-at _ ._ .... ugg~ss . 

these cemeteries were ~stablisb~cl when the Jew~ here faced the ·sam~ eritfoal events a-s 

other Jews iti th~ r.egion. A .Jewish person diep and th~y h.a4 alfespoll$.ibillty t0 bury rum, 

:as a Jew. The Jews of Satart:i'a: and Monticello. did not u~~the:neare.st,establisbed Jewrstt 

cemetery,. but insJ~ad established their own c:ernet,ery. ,Presumably, thes.e. :groups felt there, 

was. a Jewish ,f.4tu,re in th.ese towns: Recent studies of cemeteries in. Montic~llo •d 

Satartia indicate that a. numbe.t of J.e:ws, lived in the·s~ towns'.~d that the:r :w.ere active in 

the commefcial and• political life tifthe ~orifniunrt,y.Jr These·wert places of great 

pramise: 11Satarlia wi,.s.:at.o.n~ i~fue t~e·.t>usiest river port o" Ya,zoo County. CottoAcame 

down the Mississippi 'from Greenwo:~d and was 1o;tp~d oatQ steamships the, Sat~4l port. 

It :wa:s ,destined fot New Orleans. Jews who came. opened busines.s to ,seu: S\lpplies to the 

towns;peppleanqto ·those,who pas~ed thro~gb.·1' 52 Local historian Anita Cfuiton·rerated a 

similar· st-ory about MonticeJlo. "Hetween 18:30 and 1860 .Mo.nticeltri was a flourishlng 

town and.,made;qwte,an impa·ct on t,b~ State o(Mis.sissippi.politically and ,othenvise: "~3 

Two pi~c.es·.of the egµation wer(t ptese11ct: a cri(ical event and a beliefin a Jewish 

future. The co.nclus.i'on of.tbe. story of these eommunities su~gests that a ctitipal mass of 

p~op,l~ over·~ period of'time is needed to :sustain.Jewish commooal institutions. All.pf 

the,burial~in Satartia (there,ate eight·beadstones) to<lk place.between 1845 ·and 1850.. 

v ·· . See Apwndix 11.-
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'the situation in Montieello-is s'imil - Th . . . . . w · 
· · · ar, .. ere are onlythtee headstones, · d.itt~ b,etwe.c;:n 

1848 and ·1&~'5. While Jews in these tow . .. h . . . .. . · · · · - . , · .. · nsmay ave enVl~to.ned a community when:they 

$t~ed these cemeteries the hones of·· • · - · .,•·· -J -· h . · · · ·. 
- , - • f.'·. · a growrng e'Wl.s _ commµmty qQ1cldy: disappeared. 

Of Sa.ta:rti~,. Birnhol2i thootized, 1'i think the-Jew~ wer.e pn;,Bably, se.eking;.a larger Jewish 

community. ~d husiness·.gone as expected, 'Other _Jews would-have come to Satartia. 

B\itt when it didn't~, 1be Jewish peddlers prQbably sou~nta bl@ger e0m.oi1.ifilty 

ets·~wh~re. "5
~ Jn the cases ofMQnth.s-elio•.and Sataftt;a;, a critical event -the d~tfi of~ 

y9un~ Jew~ led to the establishment. of-a cemetery. The :ina\jili~ to attract more Jews 

and the .departure ,of the initial· c·ore of people le~ th:e eeinetery as the 1solitary institt.tion 

of J~wish commµruty .. 

Clearly., ,,evert:ia a·place wtth few Jewish ,residents; a. critic~ event can be enQn~ to 

besin the process ofoommunal fonnation. In:many·ef,the communities under Study, 

when fac~ -with the task ofa Jewish 'burial1 the pe0ple of the ootnmunity demc:mstraterl, . 

in Glanz's wrmis, ·''a w.iU to co.ntinue th~ir oonti.Qt;1¢d Jewish communal existence through 

the creatio11 ofiorne kind ofJe:wi§h insti.bifion"55
, in this case-a c~mefery; ~etting _in 

rpotion the- pr:<.>cess pf-communal foIJllation dpes not gµwantee the outcome. As 

Montiodio and Sata.rtii indic~e? a crltfoa:J ma.ss ot pepple, must be present for G_ommunal 

life to continue. 

What.if a critical.event_ dtd not occur? 

. Cemeteries w~lie e~tablish~d not.Jµs~ wb~n Jewish citizens. of a town or villa~e 

responded to. tlte death (pr deatbs} of a feUP:W Jew. In som~ places the critical event thJt 

led to the estal_?l.$hment-oftbe ce.metety was,the cobesibn ofJ~wish residerit$·m~o a 

w · , . . . . , . . iliero-~ms to be spare for aibet ~Ve§; but they are. n.ot ,-eco~~e,d or 013:(kef 
Ms. C1I.nto11 mdicat~ ~t . . . . _ ha . · ncecenctoaehed oil the area. See, photagraph 1n..App¢ndixJIL 

· The noo-Je:M.S.li part,s of.this cemetery ve.si. · · · · · · · · ·. · 
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eorigregational strudttire. 1n these places +h . · · ··· • · f · · · 
. · • • • · · ~ 11 e creauon o a·congregat19J1:~d the 

establishnient. of'a ·cemeten,. seem· ed . .,,,. •g • h· d •.. b a· .A_ · 
· - • · •;1 ·. L'-! , o an m a.n . ~ a grt>up of pe!)ple w~nt 

thro.ugh the,, process bf CTf~tin__g a Jewish ·¢0nyegation, th~ fe,lt that. establishing a Jewtsh 

burial grourid was one ·◊f their tasks. In :Plruiu,emine the Hebrew·Benevolertt Society ·was 

founded on April 20, 1856. "The Sqciety·aC'quired.lhe pres.ent Jewish Cemeterr on 

Novetnher 11. 185.6 '.froni Bern~d 'Ilersch:.( one .0f the member~t said l◊t mea.surlijg 6~1 91
' 

on Division S'tr:eet by_ 150' on Federal Street. 0~~ Siiriilarly, Cptigregation Bikur Cholitt:i; Y 

in nearby.Donaldsonville,: wa·s founded ·in 1856/7 wiJh the eemetecy estabtished a shQrt 

tirnelaterthat same year. z ~8 As in_Pl~quemine,•and.Donal~s~~ville.; ;the org~atlo_n.of 

the B'nai ShpJum. Congregati.on was,the ilnpetus for estaolishin~.the. B'nai Sholum 

'Cemetery in Bastrop; Louisiana -5.!! 

Urilike the communities 'th.at formed around the establishment of a··oernetery, these 

communities 0rganiz.ed their communal. l.ife aioupd a coogr~gation,. and then later~ as a 

congr~gatioh,, .establi'.shed a cemetery: T.hese communitie~ ~¢ tog_eth~r when tp~y 

r.eac})ed a critical ma.ss. Wheti"yo1:.1 get:enQugb pe:ople togeth~r who de~ire tQ live 

iew:ishly·tegether, they n~d to· create fdrtrtal institutions to rlo so, The populatio.n data 

· from these corronunitres makes it ~a~· t~ d~tetmirte the number of:Jew.s that.need to ·be m, 

an area to, create this, effect. 
- + , . • - • • ' ' -
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Popul~j1011 
bv::vear CQngregat'.ion Gemeter,y l878 1·9.05 ·1927.I 

. 

' Ba'stro_o 
. 1901 1937 formed estat>listied 

65 40 . z, ~9 1&77 ' 1878 
Plaauemine 61 12.5 ,132 
Oonaldsonyifle 179 

·5,5 1856 1856 

NumQers in oo.!d from Jacob.R, Mare 
8.~ ,8.0 75 1856 1856 

s ·'A . .. . .. 
·Weissb;3ch "The Jewis,,,. c· ·-· • . . · u ' , Q. _Cou~I af'e'0p!e numbers m plam te~'tfrqm'Lee Shai 

, . ,11 ·<_nnmurutiesoftheU""•""~S•"'• th E '.• ·r ···.• ..... . . . ··. .. Weissb'ac1. !fD. ,.,.1m·· . · : . A . -~: · . . · .,u,tW ..... es-on.· e se .Q MassMiur::itJo.n" o{Lee•SJiai 
•. 1.1; ,..., e man ie,qf~;\,-pa.r1St9h''. .:p-~ -

AU three of th~se places ~ad mo,re than .fifty ,pe~ple present when the community wa~ 

p.rgarrized, Another lqokat the table reveals"thal the pla(;e~-that ,h_ad ·rew,er tfum •fifty 

pea.pie never ·seemed 'fd have more than a cemetery, AA, W:iimn this ·sat:npl~, even if.a 

community forms in response fo 3 ~riticaj evem, a critical ~88$· or fifty people \S 

.necessary- :for -the ·cemetery e.stab.Hsbqient to begin the _proctlss of eommunity formation .. 

3. Does·Jewish bt:ui·al indi~ate J.ewish community? 

The orily formal Jewish fu:stitution ,in ·n.in~88 of thes~ co,nmunities was a ·cemetery. 

While the Jews were burled in their hometown., foµr ·o'f the~e nine c~mmunities, 

.associated with ®ngregatinns iµ nearby locations:. For exampie, Benjamin'. Kaplan 

cot:inted the Jews in Washington as·m~mbers ofthecommililit)!' in Opelousas.~ 

Intervi~s with Jews in Ftanl<lin,, Berwick, ,and MQrgan Cify reveal a close relatl0~hip 

between thes_e; diree,pl,aoos. 61 Separate ceQl~teries eldst fa Berwiek an.a· Franklin~ ce. but on 

holidays the Jews. from these, places trav-et~ to Mo.:gan City'~ Sbijare :'Zedek congtegation 

4!" ~ee Tabl~ 2; Building institutio~ ~(b ~1e pl)pulati(lm_of l QO in AJ)p.et1U1x- l __ . . _ ... 
aa,Bernick, Biloxi Clfu(on; Franklit!,. Grand Glill.,', Mont1cello, Satartia. Was~gtoµ, Yazoo City. See 
Table 7: Comunin1ties·w:itb only a cemetery, ib.App,endix _I _. _ _ .. . . . 
.cc The Jews of Ftanklin,alsQ as.sodated ·mtb ,t;h-e,comrnuruty ~?. the notifi of th(ID;I _in New··~ri.a, A~rding 
fo Henry Fne,dmait; by the t.95.0s cancl I 96.0s .. ei~t to te.n families-~ere left ih Franklin and th-er buried their 

d~d in :New Iberia or New :Ort~. 



for worship.62 Finally the 1 · · h . . . . .. 
• 

4 
• eWls residents of Y:azop City_, in addition to: attending High 

Roly Da.ys in Jackson, usually to •kth·· ., .hil.. . 
·. · · · -· - o err c dr:eri 'te Jackson's Beth lsra;et 'fot-r~ligious. 

school.~~ 

The Jew!> <'-f £Qur other town~ est~bJi.s.be·d. cemeteries~: but the pQpvfa6_en th~e <lid not 

gtow or even iemaih stable~ Io fac.t> in Biloxl Grand Gu~ sata.rtia.. and ~onticcllo th,e 

Jewish populatioa dispeFs~d within :a: few. years of establishing the· cem~ery, 00 

Appai:eQtly~ there:was- insufficient .motnerttum to qreate .other .ins.fituik>nS.. 

Fmm tnis sample of nm~-CQmtn1J.ni.~re~, only iheJeW$ of Clintqn., touista~ seeme.d 

to have· had rio interest. in lewishlife bey0nd. fhe cent~t-ery. Clinton was the seat of East, 

Feliciana Parish in L.ouisiana'. "ft is said 'that the part-ioular site was. selected because of 

rts abundance ·of clear ·s_prili'g watei:, favorable altitude, and _:gen.eral healthfulness of the 

climate. One of the most imposing ,structures m fhe·state a:t that time was· the <;ourt house· 

.erected at the· cost pf $27,.000. 1164 -'A number ·of Jews were. -attract~d by the e.eon~mic 

oppomitiitie'S and rich culturaflift} in dµs area. R~c.ords. shq)V that ~t,out eighty-nveJews:, 

lived in Climon :at the height ofthe commun:icy• jn the. ·early -1.890$;~5 Ey~ri with. this. m·any 

peo:ple, the only Jewish institutiQ.n est'a~lished in C:Unt~n and ,,its-surrounding toWJtS, such 

as .Jack:son,; was a cemetery m.the 1850s (eai:liest recorded' burial). -ln telltlS 0fcttner 

Jewi~h ~cti'vitie~, "the group met M a:,Ullltl. and this only rarely, at reli'gi:ous seivices-tm 

the bi:gh holy· days,. in; the public., sch00J b:uilcling. Olh¢1Wiise. there seems to have been 

little, if any~ .eff9rt at participating in particularly J~-wi$h activities. 
11

·

66
' Am611g all of the 

cdmmunities included irt this ·study, Clinfon .stands out as an anQ~Y- It had a signifio.ant 

J. · h . - utat· • In ·:c.a· 4 .no ... t--her cornn:iunity'with a p~pulation of more than. six:eyr-nve .ewis. pqp .:10'1: . . _1, _\:./1., . v · . . 

no . . .. . . . .- ., ,.,. and other comD1uniJies in ·tliis study wi.U be discussed m:'Chapter 3. 
Th~ ~p1d dissolution 0.1. .u~v~ --. · 



individuals failed to creat~, a• congreg~tlpn_EE. Rven wit.bfu the. ~ubgrq_up of communities 

tna,t h,ad a cemetery llut ·no,coogr~gation,•Clinton Wias unique. Cl'earl¥, ttfis._group 

experien,cea· a critical ,event - the. death .. ofa Jewish citizen of Cli'nton - and establi:shea a· 

cemetery in respoqse. ·For ,$Orne unknown reasoi-. org~nlzed Jewish amiviHes neveti 

extended beyond tht· een1etery attd the act of bwial. FF 

Jewish seJtiements ·th{tt established a· ~e-m~tery. but sought .out. otqer Jewisb activities 

elsewhere,. or held np other .Jewish actlvities-, leads to another question. Why start ~ 

cemeteyy if YPl.l do_nl pl;.,.n te, or -at leas:rate not sure about formirig a more or,gapized 

c:omm.uriity. tb express other aspects of JudalS'm?oo- lt seem'$ re~sonablt': to .suggest- that 

the .thr-eshold -of interest and rest>ur~s. needed ·tt:>. e.s.tablish a cemetery is lower than tbe 

thte-shold ofintetest artd resGurces ·necessary to, found a cll)ngregatiQn:. The, activiti~s of 

cQngr~li'oiial life demand more.constant,ertetgythan tn¢ mam,tenance ofa·oem~t~ry. 

Thes.e.commuriities,rnay h~vefelt'they had enougfi ofa s¢¢ureiµture-to t~e.c~e.oftbeir 

cemetery; .bot the)"lacked tfre criti~atmass to 'sustain. a: congregation:HH 

EE ·• · . . .. • . . • es this anomalotis' stams. "iatoo·City had sixfy-9,neJewisb _c~tiz¢.~ .. t,egi.n'ning in 
.. Y.aiOQ C,ty,~pproach . d n~ pattern ofassQciatiJlg'with:·otbet~~y·co~umtJe.s, like Jack,~pn, fo.r the 1930s. The 00.{llet~ry aJl, µ,e . · . . •'-= · . . 
. . . : ; ; h . . . . ti! lwl been esui.blished long t,efQre .uust1me. . . 

elber J~:s acn-v:i e~ ·· . . ·. c. .1. : .. ,":'mrtiorrin bis stU:dY ofthe·cotnmtm1.ly. 
FF B"- · v ""lan · ·-.m rs •some e;-.-planattons ,or uw, l).ll • .• , "' . • • . 

0. ·a· •· «n ~Y · · ~ e,. · ;:,._._ th.: ·1·:· · ·m· · Cltn' -··t~•• th' e Je .. ,., of all'the other .pl.aces 4id e\J>fe.$S theit Jewis.b · · It ~rosJb.at,oth~ llliUI . e, ()ws, · ......., · _.,..., · . • . 

identities inet:herfo$1lS. . . .. . "' . .. • •e-"--blished before the·cemet:eries irt.t&ir "~gogue'' ... . . ·. . . . . . W , .hin..,on and Berwiel\i were ;)la . . . . . . , • 

_ The ce'!'~t~nes1n. as . 6• . . i. an City, tespec.tiv.cly. The qµe.s.tio.l;\ Qf why bere,. has an, a(t_ditioilal 
ce1nmuruttes of 0.pelo~~ an~ M .. ~!-g · . . · um''""es·: c,n, close tog· ether (there are (our miles ~.- tween, ,. · · · · n · :W1m two comm "' "" · · · •. · · 
asp¢cl in these-.co~Wl!. es. '. evefl less between MQtgan Cl~ and.llerwick), why 'Start a ·een:ietery intb.e 
Opelo~ and W~lungton and.: ?.-Th . ~vet may to be·thilt e,v~n·while they pMficjpattd in, the 
town with a s~ler Ie~.sh p~rtce ·•. · eaf Wasbiilgton andBerwit k wan~ t!)..maintaiirth~ir t>wi1.~e 
congregation o.fthelargpr·to~ the Jew.s . 

1 
of ide~tiW and auton~:°1Y ~ .1~ st -o~ :

501:,~~:~f~wtded ~n~sati.o~ but diq not esta~lisl\ cetnet¢t:ies (St;Je 
f1H There are e.~pl~5. ~oo~~n~:e ciln suggest poS$lbi1itiC.S'as .to-why~ commuruD' w.C)U]d.~efop . 
bel~w PJ!-fie. 50~) W.tima~ely'. y.,hile_ not ei,ough' da1Jl to discem a pat1¢m 1n how these,oommwub~ ~ · 
one--inslltutIQn but not o'thets, th~ 15 · · 
llt~e decisi9ns. 
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' 

A re.al .conundrum! 

Wa~hington, Louisiana is {our miles.away from 0 ,pelOUSl;l$c ,;Evide.{ltly, this was. 

far- ~no1:,i$h away.· that the Jews:of'Wa:shington felt th~y ne~ed their OWJI distinct burial 

.~eand. Yet it'was close. enoµgh tlrat ~ey could p~icipate. iP. tb¢J:¢wisb congregation in. 

·-Opelousas. In c.ontr~st, B.~ga:lus-~ Louisia,na iss~venty nule.s from NewOrleans: This 

w:as far enough away that th(:.Je\Vs.:of;l3Qg~usa.feltthey needed to estabirsh th~ir own• 

was dqse ·e,n,q4gh,that the Jews-ofBogalusa evidently feit.th~y did pol need a sepm:'4te 

'.Ceroete..-y- they equld just go to Ne.w:.·Orleans (seven hQuts, round 'trip by ti:ai,p- ot car 

across· Lake Ponchetrain!) for burial. 61 Hazelhmst~ Mi'ssis51:ppi is t.hirty .. two milts ftom 

Jackson aµd· ,0ne hupgre.d fifty miles :fr9m New ddean~. · Th.ere were: :two, larg~ E}xte.nded 

'families in Hazelhurst Tlie Jews WhQ lived in· H~e.Uu~r,st went to•Jacb:on f.~r worship 

servic.es and reli~ous, educatib'n, but burie.d tlieir dead in f'dy plots ut New ·Orleans. §J· 

-
Communitieswlth a 
Gemetery.but:associ.ate-

PQpu.lation With~ cc;mgr~g~~ipn in 
~emetery another t,!~wn. A'.ssoeiat'e witf:\ a ·, 

bv·yea·r 
18•78 1$37 :t.948 established conarea.ati~n in 

aerWick MQrr.fan. City 13 1a11 
-

~org~n City 31 25. 1854 Frankrrn 
1.in11 W!ishir:igton boei'ousas 

YazooCjty Jackson I .44 61 18~7 



bommuniti~s with·a . 

<::ortgregatirin and n·o 
-

Po.pl,Jlation 
ee(il~terv bV~er Bu.ri'al mate 

t878 .1905 -19_()7 1927 1937 1-948 
BQgalusa 

. ·' 100 a·o N~wOH~n.s 
c1~v:e1an(;J. 30 54 250 <Sreenville 
Tupelo '6 1.4 200 Mernafi'is 

· Settlement~ With .J(3wish. 
p~~u,la~io.ns that ijSSOC1ate 9qngregati0.nal Population 
w1t.fi otf1.~r communities·: A~~C.iatit>n . brvear 

1878 1937 1948 Byrial Piaq,e 
Hazelhurst Jackson 3 7 2.11 New O(lean.s 

-

Indianola GreenviJI~ 48 · Green~Ue-
Lelan0 ·Gr~e.nvjlfe 24 .Green Vil.le 
Nu.rribe .. in, ' 

.. 
. ' ~ . ' ·-· , .. , .. 

As these tables indicate, Washin~on, Bogalusa, and Hazelhurst. exemplify 

P,alterns replicated in other _plaees in Mississippi ~d Louisiana. Eaeh comniµnify m 

question deals with the fa$.e qfbtma.l an.d congregational paiiitjpalitin in very different 

ways-: Naturally; we want to take· ea.ch c~mmur.uty and use its demographic ~cl cultural 

histocy to e~plain why it followed orte pattem ~nd nQt the oth~r. Ihere ~e ·.soJne 

c,OntmQnali'ties amoni the •''1Qiiununi.t!eS'-witbin each paradigm. Tht3/)e:ws. of Bogalusa, 

Tupelo, antl Cleveland ail ·came. together as ~omrni.mities rela.tiv.ely-late (Bpga:tusa and 

C~eveland @ft.erthe-tum of the twentieth cen.tµry and Tupelo in the 1930s.}. These,a)so 

·.tend~d to he eorrunupities•ofmo.stly East European iimnigra11tswho generally followed a . 

. more Ottho.dox Jewish ritual practice. Perhaps this type of community had 'stricter rule~ 

on cetnetecy fQnnation making es.ta,bJishl.ng-and m~taining a ce.i;netecy at, their own cost 

a prohibitive ende.~vor. 1fthis wer.e trµe, . we wotild expect tp. see, tbe-same pattern in 

communities like. 'Le2'.ingtcm, Clarksdale, ~d Gteenwood. East Europeans fo.l'tlle.d he· 

53 



Jewish comrru.mitie•s ""t th' b . - -. . . 
· . ··· · · · a · e ~gtnrung;ofthe tw·en.,..·,,.;..··h "'"l>"t""·'. ~·~ '-""'U• ... J Moreover; th~y are·in the 

same. ge~eral area df northern Mi . ·. • ... - , 
· · - • · sstss1pp1 as• Tupelo and :Cleveland. Maybe one,•could 

arS,Ue: !hat the P.la.¢es Where· a cemetery was established had la1:ger populations. 

P . I .,.; ' da h 
· opµ a1;1.s:>tl · • · ta, 'cKvecvet,, on tb;e t,liree-sitrlilar coi:nmuniJi~s that. found~d congre1atfons 

and.:e.stablished cemet~ries demonstrates·thls is not the case: 
. ' ~" ' 

P.opulaticm 
_bvVear o.em~tery 

G·ongregatjon 187& 1907 192·7 1:937 1'948 estaoUshed. 
Greenwood 1~9$/1897 125 250 300 160 •Nl.A 
Clarksdale 1896 412 280 1914 
Lexington, 1904 2A 77 64 1904 

" . NlA d~ta not obtained by .res~an:ih_er .. 

Ore~nwood and. Clarksdale may have had more peaple thafi Tu·pelo or Clev.el~p, but. 

both of these towns .certginJy had larger Jewish _populations tha;n Le~gton. 

Ari e~ainin~tion ofso,rri~ place_s lik~ Hazelhiu:st, Lelan~ .. ajid•Indiaµ9\a reveals.the 

&an1e· patte.rn.s, There ai:e:. cpmmonaliJies among these three towns in :terms of s~ttlement 

and population ,d~sity.. However. lo~nns at Qt)le.r cpIIUl),uniti,es ,inc\u.ded .in the study we 

find places li~e-Washingtoil ot B'erwick Which demonstrate :similar '.chatact:enstics and yet 

do· e~ta,oli~h.a ·cemetery~ even if they i:>artio~pate in ·othe.t aotiv.ities in a lar.ger .comm.unity. 

to. the .final analysis.it se.ems impossi.ble.t9 draw firm·· conch:isi0ns.about the telafionship 

betw~en eemetecy. establishment ~d congt~ga,tion.al fonnation for these communities .. 

Ultimately; the decision to establish _a.cem~tefi'.' at to o.rganize a congregation ¢otfi¢s 

down to how the menibers of each commum)y assess ·the secqre-'futuFe 1Qf their­

c.onununity• and. b(jw: they will e?,qJress their-eo.nnection to their new hQmetown: 
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4. Which came first the ®n&regat"i◊n or the cemetery? 

m the intropuGtion to hist.book Qn the Jews in &p:ly MiS.$i~~ippt, .teo Turitz: des.eribed 

one Qf-the commo.11 ~atterns. of'~ommuna'.I forui1',tiQn. 11the ~ly;,,imntigrants found i_t 

necessary to establish. the b~ginningofa Jewi~h cemetery. When e.nough Jews had 

gatlwr;ed aj a central point, th~.y established~ congr:ei~tioa. Sometimes they gjith~ted i.n 

a home a.nfJ sometimes they rented a rp.o.moYetll.stote for the purpose o.f:worship. 'The 

ne.xt :steff was,.to oon~ider the building of a S}'na!{Qgue. ii69 By analyzing .the dati~g of the 

cemetery establls~ent ~gail}_st-forrnation of the congregatiol\, we.can~ hnw fr~uen.1:ly 

the c.or;mnonities. oftbis . .-region fo)fowed this pattern. 

Table 4: Congregational fo~~ioo in relation to t.emetery establi's~en,j;: 

Cemetery estabrished' 
before. :congre:gatioh 

' Br6oknaven 
Canton. 
Natchez. 
Natchitoehe.s· 
Opelousas 
WoQd_vine 

·Cong~atton 
formed .-----,----, 

C.ernetery Oengre:gatioA then cemet~ry 
189.1 1901 Bastrop 

189.4 ClarkSdale 
18-72 

. ,. II 
1'877 Donald_S00-'(:1118 

1840 ' 1'845Laurel 

184:7 
186.9 192,9 Morgan City 
1'848 1878: PlaCJ:uemine.tJ 

Port GJbsQn: 
Osyka. 

C:emetery ' c-ongre_gation 
1818 16Tl 
1914 1896 

1918 190~ 
1'904 1:904 

1856 1856 
t871 1ase. 
187,8 tseos 

In this study ·eighteen communities~founde.d,eongregatjons·. Ofthis .gro~p-nine of-.these 

-.... • n1· Mab. lished' c,.:,.;,ete··n· 4S #e,: the <mn·OT'eg· ation WB$. foUQded. Indeed~ in co;1nrpym1.c1es Q. y ~_,, · · . --·~· "' "'J~ · · e,-o. 

th ·tt·· . t·he ce· metery aid not lead to the organu;ation'of ~ congregatio~ but · ese. commum es .. : .· · • · · · . 

.. th . .. . .. :• na1 ~" ...... att··on pro· ~eeded cemetety e.stablishment. In these places a r,a .. er ccmgre.gano · · m,· .... · . · "' . · 

11_ See _page 46-

~s~ · p~ge _ 4.6 . ._ . .. 000 ·.re estal:1H$1\eil 1.n fbe Hi90s, Thedat~ ~or the ~~eteiy in 
· · The _congre_ gauons.m Gree~w dwe m~ter.v..i:n Summit c:9uld nat be-1:{etemuned by this. ~her. 
Gi:eenw'ood.and the .. con-gregap,on aµ ce "' . ., ·· 
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groJJp of people realized they w ·red . . . . . . . 
· · ···· · .an a more or,gamzed.Jew.ish life,u..In'tesponse they 

for.med a congrega:tjen to e'Mpres:s th~fr Jewish i_den· tl_·ty.., Eithe( as,part ofthis process of 

'formation. or after a period of existence, this commµruty de.Qided that a cemet¢ry ·was a. 

nec.es.saey Jtspeet. of ~6in.ntunal life. 

Domildsonville is ooe·ofthese ilfue commuru't1·es t,;·m··c'" c.o·un· d d · t · . . .. . .. · .... • u .i1_ .• e a congrega mn 

and then e.stablished a cemetery. Available data <foutd lead ohe to ~ ifD'onalds~nville 

sh0 :1:1ld be included as -a. community that actually follows· the pattern described by Turlti; 

and others. Their synagogue's· name, Bicut-Choltni., . Healing .t,ie• Sic~ does .bmt that this 

Qtganiz:a;tion was thought .of as a. benevolent society. ~ t«:w~r1 land 'fat a buiidini w.as 

not purchased ~ntil 18'.69. 'One c0uld argue thatthe oply f\mction ·ofthis organization, 

until 1869 was to bury the·dea(i a,nd aar.e ·fbi: t~.sick and paor (duties, of a benevolent 

~o~fety} In faet, • one: ootnn'lunity history ev:ert notes~ ""iewish ,eommunities often 

established, burial ·societies. before th~y came· together as• a Gengregatidn ~ thus the 185Q 

cemetery and ttlen the Biku.r Chp-Iim Synagogue in J.87.0: "70 
· The.categorizatioQ. of 

'..Ponaldson:ville a·s a.•oommunity which lia:s a ~engregation h~fore the-cemetery i.s ~ased 

on dating from the,Jewisn Ettc.yclope.ilia. and the lnveniary qjC.Jmrches im.d $~nagqgt..1~~­

An argument mignt Qe made that DonaldSPnville: could be classifi.ed in ·either c;:1t'e8ocy. 

In the other .qalfQftJ}e,comtnurutie~:in this s$)ple establishment of the ·cemetery 

by a burial 'or benevoJegt society,.was part of the proJ»ss leading up totbe formation of 

the. congre,gation. Natchez and Br:ookliav~n illustrate. this.pattern. The Jewish 

community ofNat¢hez formed under ·the name "Hevrah K.adisha;" literally· burial s.oclety. 

Lt ,._ . . :11 -ii . '. · nnf' tN' histories from these ,pla~ there al1'i, epmmepts abput m(onnal wo_ rship 
Lil some.o~ ule,commu ,, .. .. . . . ..... , ,. nft;~,;•; fth . ~ M ' . 

sei:yt~s and J~wish aclivifiis ~curring wro-re. t:he fo~ai:"!!8aa-~9n. _0 • e to~g~gabQD .. :;:,~ · . artm 
Nathatison, "Temple B•nai Isra~l'' ·pamphlet history.of the. Natcl.leA ~ comnuuucy. (Natchez file from the 
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in his history ofthe conmn1m··t-.·,. ,t.t:· • . 
·· · •h n,1,artJn Nathanson retot:ints·that tlie first Jewish 

,cemetent™ was. ·, -h · d · 1· ·, · · · · 
· · · ·· _pure ase tn. _840; .By t~e early 1840s, ·a nurnber·offamiliefllad set\letl 

in Natthez-,, u and ,$oon there was a· :Je,,~sb c: ""mm·· •·um··. t.., At e ... t· t·h . . hi . 
• ., •vv1 

_..,.,.. •J .. UJS etrwors. p-vv:as 

conducted inJiomes and re·n·t·e· d q .. " ..... e"s ti ft1.. fir h · d .. iffi. - · · · , · · · ._,. "' .~ ,. ten a:uove ~-. ou se 1,i • eren.t pa.rts of town. 

The liebr:ew• S:cho:ol Was con~µ_cted in another plac~: 11 .After. ·a hiatus during the 'Civil 

War? ·the separate det):lent.s 9f th1s, corrum1ility coaJesc~d cQmpletely mto the congregatio:n: 

of FJevra K~djsh.ahNN. By the 1 ·8·70s all ve~tjges of'.its benevolent society •oriW,its 

disappearen when the name-of the eongregati<>p shifted to Temple l}'nai Isiaei.°11 The 

' 
organization •ofl'emple Bjncli Sholom in B.rookhaven.foliowed ,a; .. sqnilar .path of 

developnrent. The. formation ofthe benevolent socie~ in this case Clievta. Bicur Cbolem 

was discussed above ( see page J:3). Between 1861 an_d 1894. th~ year of Blnai ,Sh,olqm'•s 

fo.fm~tion, th~ colllll)uriity held services .at either J:I~uck's Opera Ho.us,~ or the Ma$oP.ic 

Hall ThenJn f-894 theJewisb resjdents of'Brookha:ve:o·felt t._h~y, had the reso1m~es to 

'build their own_house of worship. The·c<1tmerstonef<,r th.i~,,b_µilding .wa$,laid enMay-27, 

J R96. 72 Presurria,bly,, the other cQnfmuriitie~--that established: c-emeterieS'. befote the 

col.1gregation also-fo,llow~ a •pattern 'snnilat to, Natchez· or Bronkha.ven. 

Of the .communities in tb:is sfudy ~t ,eventually, founded congregations-, 

.apprp~tely half-started with a ce.roetery and a buri~ society. In. the other half of the 

cop;ununitles tbAt foµnded a congr~gatiop, the ~mclezy was a late_r st~i> of coqgrega.tiomil 

fortnati!Jn: Clearly it was, e;,,ommort in th~ D~p South. for the proces:; of'conun,,mity 

formatjon tq begin with the e,st,ablisbment of th.e cenl'et~iy. We CM _also cletenpine. that 

. .. . . . .. , . . · e~· ·etiee: jackson, MS ,[MSJEl, I9S5J and David B Marcus, 
'MP.seum of the ~Ji'tlt~ro Jewi_sb , ~r-"y· ·:~• f. Laure· 't Je .. ,.:.,., (Hi" stories Files [AJA} l 93.l) 
110: ' · ' · · A~ ... , ' " 'f th - First Tfrirt}' ~ O · ""'I • · ' - · · · 
, OJ.StGnoa] · ~Y,Sfo O. e ·. . . .. . - f ili Natchez cemetery, 
~ Th.ere are JewistJ.-~es 111 three,~ P .. ~ · e/task of the'btirial sooiety, '-lffeVra K:adisbah." 
~ &re lhe ci:u,gre&a'.tigrt ~ctuaily lakes on.tbe n,;!m ·· , 
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this pattern wa:s nQt tlie domi1.1ant .i. . ·t .. . . 
· · · · · · · pa1,1;, ·o commtmtty: develQpm~nt. Whenevt;r or 

wherever the$e contrnuniti~s came:into b ., . . . .... . , . . .. . . . ... . . . 
emg m 'Miss1ss1ppi mr Lows1.an~ t,bey W-etteJust 

as likely to :begm as a congreg'ati·. . . d h . . . . . ,.. . 
·• · .. · . . on au. t en establish ~ cem.e.tery, as to: originate as a 

bun al so~iecy '(\Ssociated 'With a cemetero a d th . t; ' ~ 
. . · 'J' .. n · en evoJVe ~t_o a congre-gation. 

Part ID: Cemetery charactetistiti 

Now that we hav~ d~alt' with the issues. of cemetery and ·conununal estabJishm~nt .. 

we can .aslq An: there any diseema:bie p.attems a.rpp-qg these cemeteriei? A cp1Jlplete, 

descriptiOJ:i- pf the 'hea.dstohe art and style~ fer .all graves 1n ~ .ceme.teri~s.is b.eyond the 

'S.c.Q1le of this.study. A few generalizatiQns,, hQwev~r, q~ be:rn.ade; The most,c.enttal 

generalization that ~ 'be m:adtr about the :physical aspects of these cemeteries is that they 

all share great variety. E~ce.pt fot the ~metery in Laurel (see page 59 below}
1 
all of tli~ 

cemeteries dernonst:iated -a rnooute ofheadstene styles, artwork, .and. plot arrangements. 
,.. + • 

for exfilllple, jn his boo~ on the Anshe Chesed cem~tery of VicksbUfg, Charles Riles 

used photo$f'aphs and explanations to,docµment the variety gf head~tQn~ styles. and· 

symbols.reptesented in that eemete.ry. In·the Aoshe Chesed c~IJletery.he note~ r~peated 

thtemes sueli ii$ .the d'ove,,· the lamb, the.LeyjtiG~ ~ands, .the urn, flower~ the broken 

colOi:nn, the sle~ping cherub., clasped bands, and the Star of Oavid.
73 

All of these themes 

,appeared throughout the cJmieteries 4fM.ississippi and Louisiana,OQ' Bach cem~tei1: bad 

at le.~st o.p.e ~rth~_se.syI.t1bols o.n. the:he;:id~one$, Of,course, .adjacent to.ornat'e headstones 
I 

·:· · . · .- 1 •, fl t ~ . .,.,.,,,.ne 11··st· ,·n·· g· J··ust "' ·name• arid the birth and death dates. The. · ls a sunp e a ~0Qi.:-1.,~ · • · .. . . "' 

·h ·· .... t· . • ff th·:.•· ,.·emeteri~ w.etealso adorned·wit'h the $ynibols C5f:va:rfous,frateµial mo umen s Ill ese " . _ . . 

·org~atjoris. 

oo·,See ph.9,tographs in Appendix JI,l. 



The ~ne exeep.tion· tq these. varl . : . . . . . . " . . . . 
· · att.ons is tlie cemetery m Laurel__ Accorc:hngt◊ the. 

description Qf differ~t cemetery types in The L!:r~ 'Great Necessity by David Sln<!lle, th~ 

La;ur.ef ·cem.e~ry~ which contain . j -.. , h . . . .. . . . .. . . 
· s .a eWts se9tt~n, 1s an example of a m~onal park. 

·Cone.eming this design which began to a . . h ·. · · · · · ·· · . . ppear: m t e early fiYenti~h ·centµry, Sloane 

noted, "The.new designs res·p:ond'0 d i+-0· .,;h:;.. · · f t ·• · 
• < • , ~ ·i: , ., . Qr~es o osten aa~usness. ;and extravagante. The: 

monument-free sectiqns were egalitarian: Rich an4 poQr GQ,uld h.a;y~ a lot thatw.as not 

overshadowed. by ,~ neighboring obeti.sk or ma:UsQlt;um:. $'inrple. matkeris of granlte ot 

hr.ooze set at g.rourtd.Ievel idenJified the graves, 1114
' The.Jewish sectfori 1ofthe Laurel 

cernetecy ·w.as originally establish~d.sep.arafoly but 'then .ihcotporated·as ~ p~.ofthe 

cpmmumtr cemetery for the purpose :of'maintehanGe, "r In the Jewish section of this 

cemetery the two or three olde'st stone~,•ate similar t9 tl\e heads.ton~ that ~~ would see ~ 

any other c.emetery rn the sµidy. These stones have,some Hebrew and some Ertglislr. qQ 

In contrast :to these .headstone~, the ·other .st.enes.itd.he cemetery retle,ct tb~ ··cwt:ure of the 

rest tjf the memorial park Tney: are ·flat headstqncs. witb. little de~ration or infolJllacion. 

The ·1;,asi'c stone has j\!st' a naa;ie ana .birth and death dates. Rit Some of the stones had 

.simple <tec0.rat1on ·in the torm,Qfa. Star of David 'Qt a.Masonic symbol. 75 

Ju.st a:s .mos:t of the cemeterie~ ,$.hate a epnunon variety of hea,fatghe and 

mqnume.nt styles~ they-also demonstrate similar ·styles of burial plot arrangements. For 

the most part the ,grav~.s were,atran$.ed-in row~ with a mixture e>f sing.le and grduped, or 

,c ...... :1, · · · . Cl.· ·.· · ·chrono·I' noical O"'-.,Jer ~~n"be dis~emed Ul the ~ve air.ang. emem, 1allllly 01:aves_ .,ome . · · .•. ~ o-- •0 ,_. . . 
, 0, + -

Wit
• h .._ t:.1: . . 1 ·ng· ,.;+.be" at the front (Donilldsonviij~ ~d Brookhaven)' or back . . ttl~ •Oiue~t gr~ves ~ . vu. " . 

Pi> .. .- . • . , .. runrel re.ported tMt th~ unused burial_plots in the JeWish 
· Rarotd·Fro'•-n~ one of.the. ~tJe:ws 0.· .· ·' · ,....,.,:.,,.1. : · ~:-t ·.,.,.· · ·th "'1 ..... l~ F : .. ..,_,.,_ 819/0· 1 . . . . _uu_ . . , . . hailae·for !!C~¥"" ..... eare. ll.l ea·y,aew Wl mu()"' l'Owuau . . . , 

·s~on were sold te the cemetei:y m e~c e,. · 

Q~·see ph~tQ.graplis fu Ap.pe.ii~x.; 1D · 
AA See p}¥,tpgraph$ ill App¢n<iiX-l11-
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'(Plaquemine and Canton) of the c · · t T · · eme ery. here.are exceptions to this pattern. In some 

places a person died and the surviving spouse purchased a double ,plot, upsetting the 

chtonolqgical OFdtr of burial Children's graves, which were smaller than adult graves, 

~lso tended to he 
0

out ofline," either off to the siqe-or doubled up. in a row. ss Jewish 

cemetery sections in BroQkhaven, Natchez, and Morgan City, three of the larger 

cemeteries in, terms of are3:, had fewer rows. Rather in these cemeteries the area was 

divided into large family plots with smaller, single waves placed between these 

sections?6 

Now that we have discussed the details of the burial pJace u.sed by Jews in the 

communities of this study, we can focus on where Jews found burial space withiri the 

community (hey called hpme. In order to be included j.n this stuqy~ the comrnuirify in 

question had to have a specific Jewish section or area for burial.n While each had a 

dedicated area for Jewish bu.rial, the· Jewish cemeteries varied widely in .their pro:tii:nity 

and association with the cemeteries for other religions. 

In some communities the Jewish cemetety is actually ·part of a community 

cemetery where all of the-.religiou.s 1¥'0.ups vave a section. 

ss . . . . e cemeteries al Opelousas, Donaldsonville, C~ton: and 'f laque~ne. Examples of this can be found_ rn t!' tetely out of the normal burial area and is located under One child's grave in Donaldsonville IS co~p 
evergreen trees 01: the edge of 1;11~ property.·tbat tbe compiuni~ had to have already dissoJved or be nearly rr The second parameter for tJus_,study was 
dissolveo.. 
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Tab.le 3: C.ernetefy prQximity 

O~metery 
Estabiisfie,d Franklin· Transcnpt l?roximitv Ch.anaer-

_Mo.r:gan Qfty 
185'4_ ve-s within 

Bi'ookh_av_en 
. 18.78 ves Within 

18l'i1 * 
Canton witt:iin mer.g·e· 

Clar:kSdale 
. 1872 .ve.'ti within meme 

19'14 • Within 
LaureJ 
L&xington 

1~1'8 yes •wathin .merge 

Monti.c~llo 
1'904: .. ves within merue 
1846 vet· withrn 

Nc1tchez _1&40s · wiltum 
YazooCitv· 1'887 ves within 

. 
I' 

• ~~~nscnot~d but not availabl'e tor this st'udy 
•I\ '" • "' " •4, . • ' ., :, . - -
. C~a~g:Je . IA~tcatijsrnat ttt7se.•·cem~_te(ies were estl:}plis~erJ separ~t~ly from 'the community 
_ce~et_ery ~nd then merg~d !nta tli~ ~ommunity eem,etery at a late,r oate. · 
For this fall Table, see Table 3: Cem~tery Proximity: in.Appen~i?' 1 

'The· physical situation .. of .all ,of tnes.e Jewish ·cemeteries is. ·tne same; they- are part of tb-~ 

area Qf a eohunt,mizy eemetecy. At the Saine time; tnesecemetenes-pre~ent a v~e'ty·of 

difrerene:~s in the :w.ay th_.at tbey wer,e e~blislied and ;itq~ted wit4m tl.ie su,n:c;nmding 

cemeteries; 

Of all the cemeteries in this:group, Mt;jntiPello and Rtankliu have the fewest -gr:av.es .. 

!hes~ two-cemetery s-ectfo_ns, lliqti~ hav.e -a few chara~eristtcs in co1tllllon. Injt,s arttcle 

on c:emeteries; E1.tcyclop~aia-Judliica cites thatwhen,Jews of. a. community bury therr 

dead in a c-emetery also used f-0.r p~p_l~ of other. faiths, .t'Leadirtg;tabbihlcal authorities 

held th~t .1f the Jewish section is given .fo the Jewish. c.ormmm.ity as a 'pe.RDanent 

pQssess1on~, this section may be used as. a.JeY!ish bwi~I ground bat it must he fenced-off 

·with a space·offout a.qbjt_s 1;,etween theJew.islL-and gen~tal ~e~ion.'1in. It is iitterestingtQ 

rtote that Qfall the ·c:emetecy .sectioJlS in ,this 'stl:\~Y, Fr.iµl}clin and Monticello represeµted 

the furthest departure from this tradition. The Jewish graves in both c~~teties-w~e 
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l~ted in one group, but they are su- d .. . 
rroun ea unmed1ately by gr~es representing, ot.}ler 

religious (or civicuu) groups vv A gh ~ 
· wrou t-1ron fence surrounds only one of the three 

Jewish graves i°' the Monticello c,emetery. ww There are concrete border:s in the vicinity 

of the Jewish graves in Franklin but hil h · , w e t ey separate'these gr~ves from one section, 

there is no border Qr boundary from any other neighboring section. It is possible that this 

seGtiop wa:s originally supposed to be set aside. Clearly, over time non-.Jewfah graves 

have encroached on this area. 

The Jewish cemetery sections in Canton,_ Brookhaven, Laurel and Lexington, xx. 

Mississippi, have characteristics in common in tenns of their .relationship to the 

community cemetery. These four Jewish cemeteries ar:e all located firmly within the 

physical area of the wider community cemetery, yet they were all established separately 

as Jewish cemeteries either adjacent to or directly on land that was part of the Christian 

cemetery. A.t some point in.time the Jews of~hei,e communities made agreements with 

officials for the rest of the cemetery to exchange unused land for perpetual care YY or 

ground maintenance. 78 In tne process these cemeteries, which h~d been separate l~gal 

entities, now bad a closer association with the community cemetery. They became in a 

sense part of the whole community cemetery, both physically - by being within the 

. f · h 1 · and legally as they are taken care of as part of the whole gates or area o t e ceme ery - , 

uu Such as Elks. Masons, ()ddfellows. 
vv See photograph in Appendix Ill 
ww See pnotag;raph in. Appen~ III. . h es on the other side of the cemetery. This is the 
xx There is another small sec~on °~ Jewis 7 ~ve Sontbeimers were the first Jewish farni:ly in le,'mlgton. 
Sontheimer ~ly plot e5t?bhsbed m 1~

7 i904
1 

and.was looking for a burial ~lace, ~er looked in an?t~er Wben the Jewtsh commuruty c.oale~ 10Th . 'dividuals buried in the SontheLmer sea:mn are recogruzed 
?lace away from ~e S~n~eimer secuo~. 0: :meteiy in Appendi.x-n. . . ~ the headstone 1nscn~non ofth~ Lexingt still controls Brookhaven's JeWtSh cemeteJy secuon. The. 

The Jewish commurtit)' of Broo~ven. __ ... to tl\e community cemetery an.d _the money from the saJe.0,fthe 
community recently sold unused bunal plo:: maintenance-
land went. toward petpetual care and ceme ry 

62 



cemetecy·. Of these fo.ut cemeteries nJ . h ... _ 
· · ~ 0 Y t .e cemetery lti Broo.~~v.en ~tai . .Qs,an entry 

rn~kcr denf:>ting it asthe Jewish cemete . {Y. 

The Jewish se.ctkm,fa Morg - c· . . . . ... .-- . . . _ . . • . , 
· · · · ~ Jty 1s similar to the aboye. c~metenes m •that ,it 1s 

p_art qff.b.e wider :community cem; "'t Tl ,: . . - - · - . · . • _"' ery-. -un~ke Canto~ Laurel~ LeXJ.ngt'on or 

BrQ(lkhaven, the Morgan Citt, cemet ·1 J ·- • h · · . · -- .-:, . .. . · ery,s eWIS s~on. appears to have al'ways been a. 

, part .. of that cemetery. 'It is 1,ocated, in the 'inidtlle of. the ~m.etery oornpi~x, . .demarcated. •by 

a co11cr:et~-·bQundary and tile>rnosaic.stpp a.long the entry way, marking this as the,·Shaare 

Zedek Cemetery_z:z.. 

OfiµI of the Jewish •cemetery ~~ctfoms that are· within the: confines of.a corilinunity 

eemetery, the Natchez Jewish c.¢1netery.·ma.y have the most umqcie situation. The 

Natchez community eemet'ery 1s located on a .series of hills dr,atnatically <ivtrl6olting the 

Mississippi River. Wit~n this cemetery ate the Jewish .gr~ves situated in thre.e separate. 

~ea,s. The o,lde.st' secti:on is '~ -sm,aU'Strip of-land :oti "Jewish I-Jill. '1 Just two ·or three 

graves deep~_-1his w.id.e.swatkoflMd contains mai:iy itidividl!al grStvesJi-om,the 

antebellum -and Civil War ··et,as. Belt,,w· tbi$.,ar~ an~ aaross-<:me, of ih~ winding rqatlways: 

ofthe cemeteiy is ~o.th~r section' of Je.WISh-grave.s-wl:rlch' is.:uot fin.nly 'delli:ieated from. 

the-contiguou$ nQn-Jewi.sl) semot't- This area certtains'JnatW of the,more -recent burials. 

'the·thitd section is ''down the r()a.d11 from Jewish Hill. These·:gtaVeS: ate.on another bill 

that loQks out atrectly onttrthe ~ssissippi. '}1rls: area is segmented fotofamily.plots·and 

contains J,ita,ny, elaooi:ate, headstnnesi'311~ sculptrites. This is the. Iarg~st seetipn of Jewrsli 

.gra'Qe·s,in,th.~ Nat~hez c¢metecy. It runs.from 6,ie edge of the hill all the way down the 

slope. of the hill 'tbere are .still unused bu.rial ptots iii the lower ·edge of this section. A 

zz See photo_grapli _in Appe.nfil" ill .. 
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stone, wall separates one side df this s ci:· . . . ··. , . . . . . . 
· , ·· · e ~on from, other gtaves,. wlµI~ the slope and road 

mark the boundaries ·at ·fhe rest of th·. - .. · · · · · · e Penm~ter. 

ThisJe:wish cemetery is uniq ·wrt·. , -1..~'- · th' . . . . 
· u,e . AU'll e.sfudy, f'.ot y~t f,l)Uother rea.son. The 

Natchez Cem~tery Asso.cratioti . n,;>t' t""e J'e· nn·n}\ "Ommu, 'tr· . . · •· "' :u .·. · · ,.,.. • ., · "' · . · ru . m<>n::taes m·.,,,n..,. •. ·· ., .,,..d , ' , ~ -~"'l::1- ' ·? ... ' ~ams, au 

.distributes the burr~l plofs for the JeWish·seetjpn, along with the other areas ◊f the 

cemetery.. The Jews ofNatci'hez have been ·~ctjye members ,of this association from its 

:ino.eptfon. ~ltl).ough the JeWJsh,commgruzy p~r se has not c0ntrolled the Jewish cemeteey 

as. ,an autonomous entity, members ofth~ Jewish community have looketJ after tlle 

interests ofth~ Jewish buria,L3feas even while ·they ful.illleo a civic.-duty'by serving with 

the cemetery association'.19
' 

The,final cemetery offbi$ gfoµp. is .the Jewish.secti9n ·Qf the Yazoo City ~metery. 

~ stone ,mar'ker 'in ·this· cemet~zy· re.a_d$, 11tfiis c~tneter.y doµated tQ Y.:azoo ·City by Captain 

lohn Willis and Annie, Willi5r his wire, March 3, '1'$56 .. " .A,ceording to city cletks tlf 

Yazoo Cit¥, Willisdotiated the cemeteey for the us.e ◊f:'Catholie, .Frotestant; 1ewish and 

black ·qitiz~.ns.80. The d~ed for thi$ lan~8
J however, re-veal's diltetent informatforfand 

,gives insight into the life 0.f Jews in Y:aioo City: Tite deed for this. land. dated August l, 

1875, ii)dic~ted that the land w.bich Captain Willis donated'was alr~y· being u~d by the 

•white CathQlic .and Protestant citizens cirtne, oity. Captain Willis always had irtt~nded the 

.l_tµ1d. to be used tQ~ thi.s purpose, but now t4)Pk this opportunity to record the transfer of 

land to the city to .be administered ~elusively as:a .cemetery. The land fs "to ba.ve and tp, 

h0Id th~saQte to ~d Yazoo. City•as long as the same may be used by said city foi: the 

burial of the.White.Protestant and Catholic jnhabitants to th~repf{.r;e] and White. 

·.o.•·.. . . . _. . . , . .. ·a AtQ· 1182 Clearly· at the outset Jews c(.}uld be b.urie.t:I as otrang~r:s and soJourn.e.rs,m sat • "-1~.1- -. ·' 
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"str:a-ngers .and soja1imers'' hut d'd · . . . . 
· · · ·· 1 · nQt seem to have a .sp~fic. ·section within this· 

cemetery. It fa unclear when the cha ."' . · · · · · · · . nge 0,vcurreq~ bµt by -18'87 Jews were be~g buried 'in 

t.he "'Jewish'' ~ction bf this eemetery. AM At this tim~,-Jews were an ,accepted religious 

gro:up in the ~ity alongside tJle Christi~ majority. Like Natchez, the incUvidual plot~ of 

this secti9.n are st.ill managed, maintained, and distributed oy··the qperators,·of the 

cemeteeyj ih this case the·~ify manager!s e.flfoe. Tms'•situation must.rates Yazo.q .. eicy's 

.Jews laek of ciesrre to, create an or.ganized Jewish cotruriunify. While the City of Yazoo 

owns the• land' in the cem~te.cy, the Catholic Church distributes and ma1;1iges-the graves of 

the C~thoTic· individlllals ,buried in the cemetery. Wfiile·it is not known;.itthe Je.wfab 

is no evidence that. the Jews of Y azqo. Cifywer~ it;iclined to· <:>tganize·. and cqntroJ. the. 

di.stribution qf $fayes in th~ir secti<m~ One. last.word ne.eds to be said ofthis :c.eroetery. 

The J~wish sectkm shares half of-an "islanrl;;'i-.a se~rontifland surr!l>unded by ·r.oadwa~s, 

which include~ ·ail area of.non-Jewish graves: TbiS' is.land is in a pro.minentarea located 

at the c.eµietery's entrat)oe. A sign marks this as,fhe Jewish s.eetion and a "tow of st.ones 

~eparates the Je:wish ~eP.ti.on frqm the non-Jewish graves o.p theislan(!, indfoating that 

from the begitutingJews wer~in~Ju,;ied in.~ cemetery and·were.n~tj.ust shuri(ecl offto 

the side. (The Jewish se~fon of the C$Dt0n. cemetery is in the· bac~ ~or,ner ofth.e COlllJ:1-~ex,; 

fore~ple) 

In contrast tQ: Jewish cemetery, sections, which {Q,nn part ofthe main, c.ommunity 

cemetery, the test of the cemeteries· in this study are distin.~ 'e:_ntities, These se.patate; 

'MP; The·eartiest m,afked btmal in llie Je\Vish~tiQ~ofthe,Y~~ C1ty ce~teO' }V~ in 1887.·0n August . 
22 . 1&9-l touis· antrHerm:an \fi~ purchase'.fl lots !Wo. and four tn Ut~. Je~ti cem.~tery. So at the_ la~~t.:. l?Y' 
.1.8· '91 th ' , . ,. . ..1,,..1: led:section forJerosh buri'.aJ. m Uie Yazoo City cemeteey:. The plots f9r the few.sh . . , ere was a. 1,JClW.~ . . 
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cemet'eties· can be bro.ken d •· -~ • · . 
· .Qwn mto, two gTQl!P.s ba$ed on theit pr,oxiqiity to tbe other 

cemeteries in theittt>wns or cities ·To i::.. . ., 
· ·· · · e IJ..\•St gr0up of.separate ceniet~ries a.Fe those 

€ero.eterie.s that ar.e ·adjacent to other cemeteries in town. 

c.emeterv 
Year ~t Graves 
ESt'~blishrnent Trans¢iioled Prt)xjmity .. Adiacent ·to 

eerw_iQk 1877 Yes a<:tiace.nt . etry ~meter1 
Oliotor:i 1850 Yes adja,c~nr City cemetery 
D.onaldsonvrue 1851;> Yes. adiacertt Rt?.liaio:us cem~1erv 
Ope:lpuS1J:$ 1869 ¥es .adjacent Rell,gieus cemeteries, 
Plaquern,in~ 18·56 ,ves adiaeent Religious cern~teries 
Osyka '1'8'l-8 Yes adiaceflt ,Catholic cemeterv 
Port Gib:s(im 18.87 ·Yes· adiacenl. Cathoti~ ·cemetery 
WoodvHle fe4·a Yes. adjacent Reliaio•us cemeferv· 
washi11gton :H361' Yes adi.acent . R,~UQiQuS eerrretery 

01 this greu,p, three -cemeteries: have st0rles or. situations tM.t must be consider-ea 

separately. The first is the Jewish cetnetery at ijerwick, Loqisiana. The prA#mity 

between.Berwick and Moi;gan City w~S,di$cu&$€d aboy~(s¢e ,p,g~s 4~ff). Although. only 

separated by-a river~ .the tw◊ 'CQmrm,miti~s e$tabli~hed sep.arate:·cemet~ri¢s. Even though 

Jews otlhe~e towns established dre.ir own e.emeterieS} there m:ay b.e ·$1miJatltie-s 111 how 

their ce.i;neterie.~ at:e ·situated vis-a-vis the ·00.lllintmity cem~ery,. As stated -above,, the 

Shaar-e Zedek ~emet~ry of.Mo,;gan.City.is a section i:n the Genter 0.fthe Motgilli City 

cemetery.. The Jewish ·cemetery in Berwick is, located on a stre.et cornet, set •apart from 

the other cemetery area;s of Berwick, Yet,, the .street comer is ·right b<:;tween two divid~ 

· •· · . , . . ri . . ·teJy• b~ t'.he. Qflice oHhe.Mayoc of Yazoo Ci~ .. · Each of,tJ.te pl?ts wa~ ~vi~~ 
.sec~to~ wer~ •~ :sep.ara_ .,-t-/ 1

•· · . · 0 ~.., 1300-.,, A-0 page 790 .• ·oo_py· ofthe deed m Appendix. tv. 
deedoo: FQr example, se.e w 1~ Brotlieis = ... '!l . . . . . . 



, J-..-ii;oo v\J . ~ 
. 

.... 
: Berwiclc,.J~emetetv I ..... 

fn Berwick, in_ contrast -te ·qtbe.r comtnurtitles -with .adjacen, i _~me~ne~, •cem:e..teri.es for,, aU 

religious and.fraternal grotips areJ>art ·of 0ne compl~~- Even while the; Jewish section i's 

phy.sicaUy.separated fr.om the·otl\er. sections {some of which ate,:divided by streets as 

well)~ it is cl¢arly ass6ci4ted with the communit;y •c.emetery as a whtde. The separation of 

th~ Jewish gi;aves -rnayfuJfill th,e:,11eects of the Jewish:·com.tnunityto be:a separate entity,. 

yet b,eing m: such ,dose. proximity to. the .rest of the c0.mmuna1 ceJrtetery allowed thepi ·to 

remain part of the .polity,. 

The Jewisl1·cemetet,y in Clinton. Louisiana, is now' parl of what is. kii<>w.n-as,·tJu~ 

Masonic Cemetery. Originally, the )ews-.. 0.f Clinton had. ~sta}li~he{L theJr ew.n cemete1:y 

and eVeti had a:buildfug at 'the site for mu.al ~ of the· body.83 The :Jewfah cemetecy wa_s 

l9ca1ed next to·the,rj:ialli cify ceinetery·which (afle"8t now),js-man.aged by th~-~sons. 

WheJ theJew$ l~fi Clinton .in the early twentieth c~n.t;ury, ,they tum:ed ovei ·the Jewish 

·se.ction for the·.Masons,tQ manag~. The buildmgasspci'ated with this cemeteiywas. 

d~troyed long ~ 0. The Jewish.section is sepatated .. fro,m the1restoftire·c:emeteryby,.a 

,.: ~,;1 h f It ,· ... _, u"cte·· .ar if this Js a fonfial de.mateati:on: ,or-just unused: burial wwe swat o gr~ss. ., ,... 
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The:Jews,ofOsyk~ Mississin ·. · b. . . : . . . .. . . . · ·· ·,-1?1, are un.ed ma.small cen:ietery $eetipn aqjac~nt to 

a-German Ca:thdlic oemetecy,a-few .... :, - h f · • · · ·· · - 1t~es, sou.t 0 · Osyka, JUSt across the Lol!isiaaa. 

border. This raises the. que·stion-::%y are the.Jews and C~tholic& ofQsyka ,pot. buried -in 

O~ykac? The an.swet· ,ptesen.ts o~~a as .. ~ne. of the few COtm:nl;lruties m thiSc study Whete 

Jews were aGtively-e,sclud~<d from wrder oo'Dirtiunal bur,ia1 ·practices. Accf>rding td. the 

descendants oftho.se_ buried in the Catholic cemetery> th.e Ptot~stam co.mmumty ofQsylta· 

refused to allow the ·German CaUioli0.s Qr German fews to -he b'uti~ in. the· community 

cemetery. asa In response, the Ricks family ( one of the German .Cathe lie families 0f 

Os.yk-a) began to-bury family members,011 land across the:state lmei purchased .&om the 

Bergold family,. -O'rigjnally •. this land was sup.posed to became the town of~ksVillel ~cc 

P.Jteta few burials by the Rick~ famrly~:Edwafd Rie~ donated the land lo·the newly, 

chartered German Ass.ociatiQn-in order to transform the ,area fi°om a family burial site to ~ 

formal cemetery for the Catholics of Qs.yk.a. A.t some pqmt,, the Jewish cQm.mqriity· of 

Osykajoined in this endeav.or·artd -~ablished their cemetery in the·b.ack ofth~ Catholic 

~emet~. the Jews, of Osyk~ dernon$1tated the same patt~m. ·of Gtb~r !ewish cemeieries 

which M-e adj;actnt to the. non-,J~wish cemeteries in town. They separated·the Jewish. 

· ·;-..• - fr t"' · ;..n· Je ... ;.;sh·. '"'""meterv with a p'l1ysical barrier. Rather than the typi~ seq~ion . om o 1.ier n~ . - ,.,., • . ""-" • -1 · 

F.iBB . • •• . · ·· on two,accounts. Fust. in nootliercolll.Oll!.lllty in lhis·srudy do 
·· .. ' ·Tl_us ~cization ,1s umque ru,id suangc:'dditi~n,,'accounts of the Jewish c®lmtiruty of Osyka ~m to 
~Ve ~n(l ~v1deqce of t:bis .fo~ '.of bi~<iltJy., -:i~\nto tll¢·wiaer .eontmuni'ty ., ~cc.orill!ig _ltr ~e ;MS~_ ".HistOl)'I 
tndica~e tll~ ~ere very a~~v.~ ~d ~tt1a3 ka's JeWish citizens -were fully 1.nlegrat.e<i \ilto t9,v.t1 bfe. U(ey 
ofJe~sh life-to Osy~ ~ss1ssippi, .-,~din other b:nporlant civic posts.1' .Ifthe Jew.s :w~re fully_ 
sen,~ as aJde.nnllP on lli~ town• oo~~1 ;1 .be os_tmcu.ed 'in cteath? With: n!:> •clocumentsand no witn~~ 
inte~ted in lif~, why suttdeply \YQ1 ey, · · · 

tile an.s;wer may l;ie Jqs~ for_ev.ei:. . ... .• tits a.mund Osyka; ·s,eterat umg~ti':11~ fan(l OWllersdeveloped a· 
cc.o 11In _.re$pq_nse to_ the thri-vmg -~mmJl.lll . i . ille.. The breakout o.f the-C1v.i1 War, and a yell,QW fever 
det:W.led s,treet pfan. for a, town t-o·be caJl~ IwkVbcins.- estab1isb¢d," Cta:i.g Malisow~ "LQng•for-gotten 
'epidemic· in 1 ~78 p~yent~ y:ie :town .~/::Ja,,, Q-Jamillond; 4>uisianal (8/712.000:). 
cem~tecy. bolds pieee of area'S history · t),' · 
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.wro110ht-=tt:Qn fence.. th· 1·· · ·h, .,.. • . . 
.. , ..,,.,i:,.. ' . e .ew:is , cemetery is· Sl1ena·· a·tec1· ~ -. th· C '--1' . ·· . . ·. . b· 

· . • ~· "'t: r ·. aQm . ~• atuu 10-cemetery ya 
·truck., .ornate bri<~k; w:all. rfq.Q 

The,Jewish·pemetetiesin.Port Gibso~ Woodville. Donaldsonville, Plaqµemme, 

W.ashington, and Opelous.as are. all simil~ in th~t' th~y hav~ the sam.e. telati'ohship to the 

.other cemeteries 9ftheir respective towns. To tenns-·of physcal:proximity,.from any of 

the,se Jewish .. ce.meteries~ one·~ see·othex:- c.:~meteries close.by. In sm:fte ca'Ses another 

eem:etery ·is in the next lot but separated, by,,a fenee~ In other~ much fike tlie·sitµatiQn_ in 

Bernick, the other non-J~wisb .. ~emetenes for the c<Strmitrnify life across th~-street. 

Unlike Berwick tl1-ere .. is· not one romtnuruty cemetety; ·instead, each re}tgi'Ous cQmmu.oity· 

est:ablished and managed its own buri~fgrot)_nd. 

T)Je fast gtdup · o.f Jewish cemeteries are thos~ i.be• cemeteries that are Qhysically 

GemeteTV E;sta.blrshed 
Bastrop '1878 
, 'r~achitQches ' ·1:847 
St F(a.ncisville ·H\91 
Summit NIA 
G;ran.d Gulf 1840s 

Transcript: Proximitv 

yes. ~parate 
.y~ ,sej,ar~te 
ves, .separate 
NIA &e.oarate 
ye;.. sel)arate 

dist~t er sepwate from aey·o.fthe 

other cem~ter:ies)n t.own. 

The c~meteries in St. 

F rancisville/Bciyou Sat.a and Grand Gwf reflect. a similar condition as O$yka. There are . 

.. commumty·· cemeteries in botb ·of these towns, but for some .reason the Jews have their 

own buri!ll ground fu a different locatiQnt lt is impos&iQle to determine.who ,decided th.at 

tbe Je.ws would. have• physica.lll separate burial grounds. 

. ..f . . . .. .1. . 1·-1•·. ,n +:he· ,-,,.ws s~ to havefollpwed the local situation and In terms 6 · cemetery oea o....,. l . 3v - -

. . f .h·. oomwounities for the most ,Parta all establislied separate;. e\.dtute. The Jews o t ese · : ........ ~ . , · · 

. • , . .. A·.•t the ,same time they endea;vored to locate their cemete1y demarcated,. bunal ~laces. A ~- ,, . 

. · . ... . , .. 11,,.)ka, ,The Jews needecl a -watJ an4 ~ : they,t,Uib,o~e-~gJbt; native 
DPD TI1ere'\vas..a bnc.k f~9WQ' .an '-'"~ ·' -
materials. 
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section in a way that followed the local custom. Only in a few place_s is the cemetery not 

separated physically (like Franklin and some of the graves in Natchez-) or out of contact 

with the rest of the community (Osyka; St. Francisville/Bay0u Sara or Summit). 
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C
. . :Cflapf~r- 3, 
a·nng Jot the d · ,l h . · · ea. w : en the eommunity iS. dying. 

Tirl.s chapter will focus O · '"'h · h . . . . . '··· n .n . at Jlppens to the cemetery .during, the d~line and 

diss01ut1on bf a Jewish cpmmunity In · d . . ea1 .. · , • • · · · · · · , · . or_ er tQ rev · the tssu.es r~latll}g t.<:> the care· for 

the. oometeFUand the.part •·of the· .. ,..o·· mmum·n.,1 i.:. t · · ·· ·· ·, · 
• • • " ' • • · · · · · · le( • · •• . •Y s uis 0ry 1t repte~nts, 1t'ls n~essa,ry to 

,~xpl@re the J?TO.cess ofcom)nunity di$0.lutku1. The proc~s~.of dissolµficm .. is, in fl}:ct 

infunatelN, tied to_ tfle a~t of c.a.ring for the. cemetery, As st~ted in chapter 2, a ·c.emetery ,is 

establis)ied with a. sec~n'! 'future in,•mintt. Orie does not estab.li~h a c.emet~ry to c~rnember 

and hon0r the dead-when one doeSiH?t inten~ to care for thafcemetery over the Jong ten.n. 

The end Qf a coflll.l}uriitfs e,cistenee dtrect1y ¢halleng~ the intention.. of'perpetual care. 

This chapter will ecxplore how a.nd whe.n a: commulli.ty, and then its ,,; Sl,llM:vqrs," respond. 

to the'· challenges of dissf)Jut-1.on~ e.speda:Uy in terms :of'tb~ disposition. ,of the cemetery .. 

tbe last 66.ncrete refunarit' ofthe comm1.mity's existence and·th.e· ha11owed' resting place of 

loved ones. ' - '.,. , 

A, Is it.possible to determine when dissolution o-ccarW' 

Alth0ugli many ,of-the cmnmunities .. fu this study exist in .close proximity to each 

o.th~ and h~ve 111~y 0..haracteristies in eommon, their hi_sto~es present many differene.es 

as welt .Some. built congrega.tjQnal building~; -spme did not. :spme bad sistetho6ds. 

Some had l;{fhai B•ntn cbapt~rs . .s9m~,ofthese .. commu8ities had <;bartered org~ticms 

· hiA'- . h ·d· · d · .· ,.,s·aw the ceme'te'·ry while some made arrangements with the w ~ , ,pµrc . _a_se . an ove" · .:. · . , · · · · · · · · · · 

t B 
. .,.'i. corrlnlunib, oontams different elemeQt.&~ there is no single ~wn ~metery. : ;1rc;au$C ea"u . . . . ·~"' · 

· ; •· .. , h . ; ... d· . t the "'nd 0:·f·a.,.ommunihr-, lt.isimpt,s$ibl~t'Q say, }Chappett~d cntenon t at can m . 1pa e . . · " ,.,, . · • ., · • · 

d .. h .· . • •ty . go• ne. Inst-ea<\, one bas. to look at a range. of variables that an t en the cqmmum · ~ ,. . . 

. . . -. ~ 1. ~-...e and uJtim:ate cessation of Jewish.life ma given wwn. 
tQgetll.er de.scrtbe u~e UQ\;reas . 
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Some variables db more to 1 0,. . h . . . . 
· 

0 •c~te t .e deathofa c0rnmunity \~·otb.er-$. The 

,best indi9at(:).f''Qf the ~nd of a C'Olllliifiru1;t,. :i.. . . . 
•· . w1 1s tue absence ofany Tews .. :Som~ of th¢ 

communiti'es: in the .stu.dy, ·could elaim this· Cli·, . t "· A- ·k M. , u·. . , . . 
-.'. · · · n on, u:>Y a,, . on.tJce J~~ Satartia, Summit... 

·St. Francisville/Bayou .Sar~ Woudvilte,, Canton,. NatQbitoches Grand 'Gu'" d . . , - . . .u,an 

Washington; Yet just as Jacob Rader Marcus· ar-gued tbaJ you Goul<l never pinP,.oitit the 

first Jew itr any one plac,e because. there was always ~ame peddler or pioneer before him,. 

it se~s that a similarpoiht can be made ~bout b.eing -the last Jew in a ·cbmmunity. In a 

.numb~r.ofthese communiti~s, ther~ is arleasnlne surviving individual wlto .. had ~ome 

forth of Jewish i!ientity .. This si_tuation e.msts in the .towns of Laurel, Donaldsonville, 

Yazoo City, Berwic~1Franld1t1.; Ptaquemfu~, :an.cl Port Gibstm. Be1ng the last Jew in~ 

townindkate.s the near end ·of any fotm ofJewish presenc.e other than !}le ·cemetery" 

We can say wi:tn certainty that ,a town that has-no Jewish population,, or only one 

or two peopl:e, no longer cont• a Jewish commQnity: Bat knewitig tbat the last Jew 

has left a community .ctr died does,.n0t give much iriforma_tiqn Qli_ the ejid of commuruty 

life~ This thesis is nQt jµst.,ab.o.cit Jewi$h pr.es~QC?e. ·~ut Jewish community. In ·order to 

u_11dersfand. t.he,,end df the cQtil'n1tinit,y~ we haye to examine the, el~ments of cotnrr;lµnity 

life and mar,k wh~n they, cease tQ, function,in 'these: CQmmunities:. 

One indicator of a cormnumfy's life is'. the, est~blishrnent Qf a c:oqgregation and the 

construction: qr the-inhabitation of~ congr¢gational bt1ild.ing_ .. O.ftne twel!fy~~:ven 

. . _ ·t·. · t·1.·:· M'I •dy·. more t'-an· half fiad synagogue. organizations and/or buildings. com.mum 1es m.-, .,us. ~ .. u .. , J• . 

0 . '' r-- ·-~.,mng a c-,;.mm" i,,ru''t:u'c decline is· to detetmi.rte when the col'nniunity no ne way,. 0 . ,fneaq~•.1-U _ ·"' ~ · "J "' · 

I'., .. h ". ·' gh ' ' hes-1·,,,.nt·o: u'seo· r ."' 1p,nortthe't1pkee.p·oftlietemp)ebuildin:g, Of'the onger as .enou, · • . 00 • v:.1• · · . S:,11,1 ,t! -
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eighteen commtmiti~s. that did haie . . . . . -. . . . . A . . . ~ . . .. . .• • 
a ~agogue bttilding· •at.one pomt111 the1r·history,. 

·twelve 'hav:e been sold or.•destroy· ed· ·w- '. d. vill •' I . . . 
· · · · o.o · e (l.920$), Donaldsoriville (1954),2''St. 

Fr,ancjs~e!J3ayo.u Sara (1922) j Summit ( l"'24,J 4n . ·, .•·. . .· s . 
• , ·· · , ;1, . • i::ort: Gibson ( 1987),. Pl~µflmme 

(befcu:e l~;los}, ~ Laurel. (1927), 7 
Cant0"18 Mprgan City-{i 970s)./ Natcffitcfohes~ ~astrop 

(19">.8) 19 d O · 1'. 11 B 
. IJ>. l an. · $fA'.8:. · 

The:.Jo~s.of the synl!gogue buildiQ,g confirms•.the end of at Ie,~~t,part of a 

.e{alllmunicyis life. Ma'l)y accounts s~0w that tb.e. decision to sell Jhe cc,ngreg_atie.nal 

.btAildtng marked th.e epd Qf the pmcestef decline.. By the fun~ tbe building •was s9ld, the 

cpmmunity oft.en :had ai'ready ceased to exist We, ther~fore~ have toioo~•·a.:fQ.ther 

v:ariables. which :specify t'he e~q of the-t6~uni:ty. Reports ofGeased •GQtnµ1unity 

aytivitjes (im~lgding,religious, scbp,0J, sistetho!>ds, B1nai B\rith mee1;ing~, s.ern®slholiday 

c~le.bratiunsi or 'th~ pres~nee Qf.a r~bbi) indic;ite the end of ~t;ru:nuni:tY ll(e: To Natt;b~z .. 

".as the nlnnber of conwegants dropped from 89 in, l 94:8 to 76 in l9.e>U t~ (>0 in 19.71, the 

first vi&ble signs of crisis beg$ tb appear. The l3~nai B'cith·rold~ in l'96Z .and the 

temple ¥ou.ih Grol.lp Q~s: virfually <:lis~ppeartld. "12 Ze'e.v Chafets· reperting a: few years 

later, no'ted that. there. are .oply four Jewish ·children, remained' in Natchez and na religious 

sC:hpol etisted. These.four children trav.el~ one hundred sixty,oilles ,round trip to the• 

+; • Al' an"dr.i~· Lo· ·•~is1":1ttt.a 13 1n N'lltchitoohes "a:·Stinaay•'· school :was:in: eongrega • .,.on m. · ex · ··~ · = . cu,~, · " · , 

qpe.tation from l ~04 until 19.25 when tl:te, ·c~ngr~gatiQri found that d~ to a los:s in 

, , , , . ..1 1,M "In] ,v10· th J ·. · •f .. ·b · hi· •· - t'h y·ears it was.a d )ogreganon 1n name o,uy. ~~ e ews .Q ,mem . ers p over · e · , · · . · · · 
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Qpel~usass.or$artized a '8'nafB'rith 1 . d .. . . . . . . .. 
· 9 · ge whiqh, was at first v.ery acttVe~ 1n lalery~ars, . 

. however it was ··only partially· tti . · · 
, · · · · · · · · · ~ ~ ve and became at last defunct in 1940.'"15 The hi.story 

,of the Iew:is.h COttmitmily, 'in .Laurel r:epo ... s tlJ··a·t b:v l "31 tem. n. "l ·-e "b "' ., v.. ,.. .. dt ·.· · •d •. . . . • 'l' . C,J' .:?! . ......., e lt:I m ers.sup • oppe. • 

·:&-~m forty-five to foarteen, the sisterhood from thirty to ten and. the Sunday School fr9m 

thHty-five. tQ· fifteen. Handwritten: npres by ,the· atr(')n~ous auth.or of this Laurel hl~ory 

.indiqat~ th:at by 1971 ·the T~"tQple and tbe$i$terhood (and pres1;1ina,bly-the Sunday School) 

had disbanded. 
16 

Fat a cqntmµoity tile last graduating confitrttation e;,la.ss ts a .sign.ijfoant 

event, a$ it marks, the. end of religious ttaining .of youhtf pe<:>p)e .. The last cenfim.i~tlon 

dass in Canton, Mississippi, was ·in the late l 9,20~·11 'l 973 iJ!. in Br()okhaven., and .the 

1 ~·&Os 19
: in Opelousas. None of tfu~se records tell the whale story Qfthe..d~clfue of.these 

CQn:ununities, but they account for the decrease in activit;y in e?-eh town. 

Much qf Jewish.organizational life (except for tJie ·cemetezy) :w~s informaLin 

many of these c.ommunities. c Jn addifi•on tQ· malting it dimcult t~ pinpoin.t and d~$cribe: 

the origi.Q,s oftbe eqmmllllity.,0 :this infdrtnality nta.kes lt n~ly impossible_.to define the 

el)d or a CQmmuniiy. Unfortunately, few communities le.ave behind a eQIPtnunal.hlstory 

.. or timeline '!toting ttie·closin~ of the re6gj.ous school?, the name and date; Qf the last rabbi 

(or stud_ent ~bM)! the sale :oftbe .conye~tional building: and the_ establishment of an. 

· · .. ·. ·· t · · th· e· "·e·m·· . e'tenr For most comtnunities we do not haNe the org3.l)1Zaqo~'to inam .. am .,., . •· '"- ' 

.. , . .. •. .. . ... ,._ the •,rq"erse nro'OTes.sion as .seen 'in the establishment of the eppe.rtunny to w.11:M~ss .· ._.,.,, J" · 0· 
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community. Just.is the.-creation ofth . -- - . . . _ _ __ _ 
· - -ese £ommurut1esw.as nQt nea;t ~µd or~eyly and 

certainly net alwavs dxcu· ·m t· ,,f · • • • 
- -. - " v -. en -e!iJ· neither ·m many· "'ase·s - th . ,i , - --n, . -bi · - '- --- - -" . - was· _: e uen:nse, n-e,,get -nts 

anti clues but few firm details; (which havP b . ___ ;,. ,I b ., . . . .. ,. . - -- - - · "' ,een nott;U a • ove1, especially µi commurune.s 

such as Clinton, Yaz00 City. Fr,.-1, 1:" a· ·e .... .,;-k w 1.•=·- :J.:·,.1-. : 
- - ' ,. ' - - ' ' . , Cllll\;lh\, -- -• mC i or ' as~w~gton_ WLAA~ H wen~ never big, or-

inciined, pr active enougll to build ~ congre,gati0nal building. 

'The informality,of lewi'sh activi1l and Ute la~k oftecerds are· not the pnly 

problem intfying:Jb de-scribe_ attd date the dis.solution of. the con).lnunities inv<:1lved in this 

study. Many of these COlTIJl11initie$ put up a strong fight a~~ dis$olution. ,Jewish life 

wo-tild appear to slow down. ~d···even ste;>p and then. sp_me. group· or famil,y would activa:te 

the comtllun.ity·again .. ·''[ndeed, given tbe earlycieterlorati.Qn qftlie.communities we. are 
- " 

examining, it is r:e.tnatkllble how long some Jewish. institutional life was pett)etuated-in 

many oftherr1..-.... Muth more characteristic were attempts by at least some Jews who 

remained in declining· coOllJ)µpities to maintain a -sense of optimism about the.'future: and 

a;t least s.ome vesti~e of Jewish communal lif¢ even as· .prospects fur communal survival 

.dwindled. 1120· Le.e Shai Weis.sbach noted thflt the Jews of St Ffanei~e/Bayou Sara 

dedicat~d their tetrtple .bwlding in l90Z, which is jtJst-a_ few years before. the congre~iqn 

stQpped functioning-. t ~ore drarpatic is -the story of the community .m Qpe:lousa.S:. The 

cemetery in Op"elousas was c.hartered· in· 18.65,. ThroughQut-t_be 1~te ·riineteep_th ~ntury, 

-corfi.rni(nity_lif~ was episodie; tlteµ_ "ifl 1929 'te.tt payipg members (families) consisting of 

s · .- __ _ - ember 2; , l (}04 Nilit Qr,k,qns_~~wish_.lt!4g.er aro.cle • "'The-~~ ~f _ . 
Ben Kl:lplan quo.ted th~N'~ .. __ - -_ satisf-a-ctory·condil'ion and our Sabbath School. m pamcwar is 

~on~e'gMiQ.n '!emple Sm~ are ma i_n~
st 

t 28_ Kaplan-111,en q~lai:ed tbat by January 190.5 the . _ 
tlQ)Jnshing-. '' i 1emql SJr,mgfr page 90 0f fie uris1mig'! ,in Nove,m~r -1904 'to russolved in January 1905 
·congre,gatiQ~ had di~.solv~. -i,:0 ,-~ 0._from _ tion onth§. St. F.rancisville oommurtity provides an alte.m1ttive 
s~ems sudd~n._ t,notller sourC.e: of.l~o~-mmunitY notetl ~at-while the community no longer coulo afford 
·t1rnetab(e; AhistQry~tll~ 1'e_ro1>1e ~ru 00 

. nie.11\~~ h.ad been laid-to rest or bad moved away, there 
th"" , ,& • bbi b,u 19.0"' ·and u\at many - - n.-,mtin "· 17: ,-. ~<-.. - ~ , ...,, _vservn,es ,QJ.3. ,~. . .1 '. / _. : • into the., f!9l0s., Holdeman, '<.;..,_..,_.L,.,£'0r.F"""ve'1 c .0••~Y 

were ~tt¢JI1_pts to }µrve wotship ~M,~ , nd th~ Pr.es,f?yferlan Ch.ur.ch of St-. Fraifci_'sVltle; l,._1,1,. Page .$. 
Profjferity '$tttet:· Notes on Temple StJJ.ai a ·· · · · 
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65 souls' p:ooled their res,ources a:no ~.ffi . . .. . . . . , .. . . .. . 
. Ort& 3!ld built a. Temple m whl~h .s.~te.S were 

h~ld SQrnewhat regulady·uritil 1942.at .. . hi h . . . . • . . , . . ., 
w c time tt dosed.. As J .r:na.tter: of faet, there· 

have, been ho religiqus services of any klnd h ld h . b. : . . . .. . . 
· e t ere y the Jew.ish people smoe 

1942.''21
· Wdt'ingin 195?- B ·, · v · . . . ·. ~ . 

· · · · · , enJanuq ~ap1an n@ted the decline m activittand predicted. 

the impeding end of the Jewish e0mmunity ·m 0p. el· ousas Thi . d' ,..... tu ·d • b . . . ~ . .. . . . · S; pre. I-vllOn me out to e 

premature. A few ilew\famili.~s tnovetl ·to Qpelousas:in the 19.-SOs and teinvigorateij the 

Jewish commt.mity, resuttuns re~~ous-services ~nd ,brin~ng families mto the religious 

school. 'The offsptu)g· .of this .generation remained (tjt.retumed after colle~e ·and graduate 

training;): in Opelous~s. raising their chiJdr.en in te.wn; '.fhis :gen~ration marRoo anedier 

a.ctive tteriod itt the I 970s and 198-0s .as their children filled the.religious :s<;:hool, 

necessitating an expansion ofthe temple building_i7 Donaldsonvmeand Plaqeu.riiine aJ.sg 

demonstrated the~ cy.fl~s, in Jewish life:i.n small epmmwµties .. ! usf a~ <!lne p;epar~s to 

prodairrt.the end ora community; a new flourish of~cti'.\1ty o.an occur, 

In contJµsion, •we can list tfte signs .of'd.is$01utio.n EµtQ in mat.lY cas.es note wben a 

commUIUty- c~ses to ~~$t. 'But because. the twoJirrp J)w,k~rs (no Jewish popt.tlatip.n and 

~ale of the.temple) h.appen after 'th~ community for the mf)St p-art.has dissolved.•~ is hard 

to rely on those instmces to date tlie..timeuf dissolotrQn .. ·1t is mor-e satisfacf,ory io use 

markers ljk~ the ces~oli of certain'activities; such as religious sehooi; sisted1Qod.s,.B'na.i 

B'ritb m ··• tin .. ·shabbat and holiday celebtatioris. The informafity of these activities (the 
"° ee . gs~ . . ., 

· • - . . .· . -"-··e to edu·· ;.a· t· ·e 1··ts' yl'."uth and have service.s-wifhout a fonnal comm\ll'llty can-get tdgc~ r · "' · '!! · · · 

· . . . . . ·. 
1 

.• .. 1 d · •· •nta·t~1-0n) ·m· -1~es·it 'bard t6 pinpdirtt when they really cease.cl. announceroeµt or . eg41 ocume. ~ ML · · 

Al . 
• ., • .. . 0·• ,i~es corne to an e.nd ori_ly to revive with ari -infusion of 

so~ m.soni.e c:omrm,m1tie~•ac ,v.,u, 
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new people. or new ~er.gy, Ultimately th . 'f'd . . 
· · •· · e act O es,cqbmg the process, :of dissolution 

·and marking· its oecurr·e -· · - - . ·· . . - ._ · • nee 1s a pr.oc~~S.''l:lf hinq~gbt. 

e>n what:Ievel :did the resident· ._ .. f L -- . . . . . • • · · · · s O 1,Lese oom~umt1es sense the- pro.cess of 

dis•st,lutfon and' how did thP-M Fe"' , o d' 't' • ·a - . • - • ,.,:], ,..p · n o 1tt Certainly,, some-of these oorrunu.nUies 

realized their end wi:as ne""" Edan 'th ,..1,. ' ', ' • • 
• • • · · "+... . w . v ... as .. ey soq~,t.to,s-eU a.:buildmg,and."find a new home 

tor their titµal abjects, they were leoking fQr a waxto pravid'e for the. pet;petu~ care of 

the cemetery·. It i~ ·unport~nt' ~d help_~I to. doeument. those cotiunWtili~s whieh rna4e 

arrarj,gements~ for thj.s serves as ail'. ,indicator that the. remaining members of.a cQ,nmunity 

acknow.ledged'the· end of'-the cotnmunity~s,.~)cistence. On Noveriiber 14, 1954, at the s:~e 

meeting in which th~ BUrur Cholirn qongtegation {)Jonij(d~en.vi:Ue)' decided to sell the 

b~ildiqg, they cre.ated the Perp~tual Cate. ~d 'Trust Fund ofthe Biku.r Chollin 

Cong,e~ation. T-bis eornmi«~.had. th~ respoll$ibility Qfusing the. fund:s· fro_m•th~ s.ale or 
the temple building for the e.are,and.t ipkeep "<~f th~ '~m~ery. 23 Donal~sonville was not th~ 

only conu,nurity tha.t.maJl~ ~ahgements for its ~emete~, 1:n 1911 a group of f'Qnnet 

citizens ofCtintQn.fo.nne.d an 9rganization to 100.kafter the .cemete.cy,24 
:A similar 

organization. was fon:ned in NatcbitQ~S as well. "A dwindling at.id aging Jewi'sh · 

.community Jn Natchito.ches Parish ,present~d the p,ossibility·tnat there might oome a time, 

wh.en the c~etery·lXluldlaclc·f.or proper ca.re. To prevent this.,happ.enfug, ,a trust fund 

was established in t 96~ by tb~ B'nai -istael Cemetery !\sso~tion with the Peoplels Bank 

and Trust ofNatchit<:>ches •..• The necessity{or the e~tal:itishm~lit of the trost. fund 

' d' · - 'th , b -· ofl.he 1·eu11sh co· --unity in.Natchitoches believe that .a Jewish 1n 10ites : e r:nem ers , · . "'"' . uu,t, - .. · · - . 

.. . . •. . ·• b. :· h .. ,..,:;11 80,...n disap·· pleat. ,as Sunilar arrangements were made in the c.ommuruty m, t .e pans . w-u . .., -. 



..to;wDsQ(Laurel, WoodMille, .Mor . C- . . . . . ... . > _ .. • • . 

_ · ,g~ - tty, Canton, Plaquemme~ Washmgt-on~ Cl~ksdalej 
·and Por;t ·Gfbs-Qn. F 

It t~ ¢!ear tltat -at ,some·poi'nt· th . . ... .. . . , . ... . . .. . 
.. . · . · · . e rem«U-rung ·members of these: commurut1es· b~ca;me 

aware that the ·communit.-,[s iif.e • · . , 
· · • · , '"'Y· .. was coming to an end. In re$ponse they creafed-sQme 

meeha:iri_sm tQ. ensme the·ruture care of the cemetery. A:s,on.e-loqks.at the difi.e.re:nce in the 

<lat¢ of'di's:s·ptution versqs the date of perpetual care mang~ent., one. can .see·a pattern. 

In· t-he case of Clinton., for.mer residents formed the-cemetery assQciattQn, as by t9.l 7 there 

were ml more, Jews· in tpwn. In Natchitoches,. the B'na:i .lsJ:a~J c.<Jngregatian had dissolved 

by 19.25· (it was~ a .con~ega\ion in name·•'t'.ully), put::a cemete.r,y trust fund :waS. ntit 

established until l ~65. There were no wo~hip servic.es il)Bikor Ch(ljlim's synago~e for 

a nu.mber of years• before fr w.as sel~, with the proceeds, going fot a o.emetery trust ·fund in 

195:S. In each ofthes~-cases the community was either.gone_, or dwindling to. its last few· 

member~,, when perpetual c~e -arrangements we.re made. If it is dlfflcuit for us ,as· outs'ide 

obs.eryer:sto-n.ote ihe deeline and dis&olutiofi of a Jewish •c.ommunfty; this act. of 

awareness.·must,:be ttlilcb. more-difficult _for those living thr9ugh it.. 

It Tbe f~eto.rs·ih the·• d~parture• of individiJals and. how it _affected th~ co~nity and its 

1;~metery 

. h. .. 2 -- . w h. 0:n, Je· wi·: ··;·sb· · ;....,,_,,a.rants were· ej:luer to come and s~ize the Ifl .C {l-pter ·. we sa , . · . ,.., · · u.u•~ .. ~ · · '<!li) · · 

- - -. . . • .•. . • • t.,... Amerfoan .South. They ·establi~hed ce~teries ,and fo.rm~ econoll)lc opporturuttes m ue .. . . 

• . . h . a:.,,:·•t· •p bustling mercantile bµsir;lesse~. Now scattered across congregattc>ns even as t ey vwi u , . 

" • ofth ,..mmunities .they :worked so hard. t~l'build. WbatJed to the South ate the. r.ei:tWOS e e.,. - · · 

E · · · .. · · _.,,_..,.g· ements, :See Cli,q>t~r:4 for .detiills.0f these4'.~...... · 
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'this. eoJJJplete reversal of fortune betw _ . . . _ _ , . . _ 
- :e~n the he1ght Qf tbes.e commuruties m the late-

•niheteenth aiid eru;ly twentieth centuries and the onse:t ofc· ·o·"'--- ·a1 d'. 1· ·tt· ,. th 
_ . __ . uuuUn 18S0 u ,_on \Il · e 

·eady a;nd mid.Jtwentieth. - ce ·tur,y"tf r fu • -- · -- · · - n .,. r- .. 1,.JnlJllately '"e cans· ::nt<•i.-es· -- ~ m ... -t·-- -di' - - I -..1 
- - · ) •1 -- . ""J u:~ e-,COHU:~uilru te,s,, _ sso v~ 

because· of a loss of population Tbe'issue fu ... 1.:5. d-·s - •si -. - · -· -h · d th u1· · • · ·· · · . .· uu · 1 cus: on 1s w at.cau~e - e po.p .a~on 

declirie that·led .to• comrmmal disintegration. 

W-e are ·studyiqg th(}se comml.JOities, in part because thef all have cemeteries. 

These· cemeteries. represent a portion. of the, people who lived in tn~e corn,t),unities. Jews 

came to t:he-se small towns· to make a iife for1hems·etves ,and their families. Inevitably, 

that life comes t.o an end. With the pass~ge oftime, memJ;ers of a ,conunu,mey.d1e and 

then .are butif?d in ~e ce'inmunity'~ tem~tety. :rnis decreases a cQmmunity's population 

. and or~ates a need fbr the perpetuatcare ·of th~ cemetery . 

. n .is difffoult to imagine that the,on~·hundred seve.n.gr~ves.in P.taqtlemine. ortbe 

twenfy-s~ in Osykai :or the,sbcty-.ti:ve in a .ttrwick, .repr~se.nt ~1 the.Jewswho ·ever lived in· 

that place, The •filstorical records .demonstratt that p-eo,ple te~aity mov,ed ~ ,and out of' 

tlie,se eammunitie:s. G X.he question_ now hee.omes why pe.11pJe. l'.P.oved ·oµt ·Gf thes_e 

communities. The,re ate setne definite patterns-- - particular events and dynamics - that 

, pl 1:-_ leave' the '"ommunit;u•. they called hort1e; There are four factors~. in cause peo • e o • - _ " . •J -. 

dd . . ' ·d .,a,. th ·t · .,u>. a·· d--·ec·-. 1··1ne:in the pop· ul~fion of these conununities;: loss of a. · mon to· e_ai:,.i,, .. ,._a cau~ ' · , · · 

. . . . • . rational blio-n1tiQ.Q, assimilation or fear of,assimilation, •and a eeonamic·opportun!~,gen~ /!;I'- · · - · 
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lack of. new innnigr• ation., Ba·· 'h -~ h · 
•½ c • Qi t e.sefaot6rsCf.eat'etJ-its·own unique constitu.ency, of 

people with a particular relaf · bi 
, • ' ·· • · · ·· rons P to the•commuriity'scemetecy·that was left b~bind. 

1. Loss of economic opportunity· ti. · · •. · · · · · 
· · · · - . ue gr,e~t, ma.}011ty. 0f Jews who came.to the South 

and especially those wh:o eame to the small t~,,i'lns· .. "U"'·~t nd ~ db ... ·· . · · · ·· · · . · · .. "' .. ,,,u '"" &i a loun eLLe.r econonnc 

~pportun.ities·than they had m ·Eerope, ln these smaJl, towns people were-able to bec.om~ 

pros.p~reus merchants serving tbe agriculturaJ e:oon0my of the Soµtn; . . However, :When 

their eeoncfthic forttines ohang~, .they left in· search of better economic opportunity, just 

as ~.hey had in Eu;ro.pe. The goal :was economic sqe~ess and a 'better life for ones.el£ and. 

Qne's children. ·When a ,community could not fulfill thi.s· goal,, the family move.d on, ~6 

There ar~ 9f.~urse a li\lJilber ·of example~ of ecom;,.mic. loss, wbtre:a mercliant or 

peddler suffered ,a rµn .. of'b~d luck or showed p.oor management skills. While these did 

-affect c.ommuaal life to some degr.ee, thes~_indjv,idua.J qases do nPt ·cpmpare to 'tf:ie three 

.systemic problettis that shook tne southern agcicultotaLsystenl' leading to wi'despread. 

economic failure and popalati.op decline. 

First there eame·the boll weevil. This crop patasite,arrived and ·dec:ittlated tlm , .. · ' 

G.Gtta1i ·•dependent c0.lll1iianities in northern Louisiana and southern Mississippi· in the 

early twenti~th century. Within the fust year of'its arri:val .it wi;ped out 50 percent of.the 

21• H'. . t c..,:1ed and fanneFs could not repay the loarts:they had received. cotton erop. arves s .1,l:lU · · •" , • 

ft. . 1- · "'. . :h ..... ., E~'en if'a merchant. bad a lien on the 1armers land:, it w~s , om e:WtStl mere · CilJ.'"1'$. V • 

· vn· · ·"'·er-"·"' the )and valueless Fartners"and_· mefchants· alike mean:inn-:•ess as the boll wee · reoa · · a:i · · , ' .. 5-' , 

.. al H' 
fled cm;nmunities in the wake ofthe ·wee~l's amv · · 

. -· ·"the Jews of.Clinton.. Lo~sian,a.. 
1:1 See below (pa~~ 93.ff) for 1he story 0~ , · 



Pollo.wing the,Ci\.'.il War there . _ . . _ . 
. was .&reat optmusm that With ·capital inve-stnient 

and ~ steacfy tabqr :for_¢~. co.tto]\ -and the other stapJ~ -ot'the ·South eould undo the damage 

wrought b:yw,ar_i,s,'This -situati:on, envisioriliig,Qn agn·c-uJ·tu·r>-1 -s·o·u·'th . Lt• 1" Id ' . ' 
..,., , _ . - . i1.I • • • wrncu cou . compete 

with the industr;y ofthe'North 11 ._.· · . · .- - , . . .. - •. . . • - - - ·· , ever came to fr:u.mon. When crop yields increasecl, pnces: 

~ll. When pri~e~ rpse it was because crop -yields decreased. For the most part the 

south~m famrer could rteX£er get tt:be.a~. · Partners would have ~. bad crop and th~n borrow 

more money tb plant more crops-.~o they ~uld get back on their feet. Or a plant~r. wol,lld 

bting: in a_ good harvest~ pay oft a.Ii of bis debt, and thert nave a c.rop failure th~ nelrt. 

yea,r.'29 "In Mississippi, with thee~ct:lpfron t>fth~ YazoQ Delta, economicconditicms 

never returned to tn~· norrttalcy associated wif.h ~tebe1lwn days." 'fhere·was· enough 

success 'for Jewish mereharit-s to get ·esrablished, even 'btiil.d. up gpod b~~inesses and· 

c.o.m.munities, 'But over tim.e. ~ -soils outside-of. the Delta wor:e ·out and the; credit 

s-ituati'on g{;t w,orse and wQJ's.~, they wen~ no longer ,abfo to maintai.l\ themselves., Again, 

like the bo~ weevil, thi~ watershed occurred' in the. early, ,part ofthe.: twe.nti~--~entQry. 

They azoo·.DeJta was spared b0th·the boll weevil and crep failures~. Even while 

CPmmuruties in areas.fi.irtaer south became extinct-or djssipate:d i.n tbeJ92Qs, 

¢omituinities in the Delta came,.into peji:).g.and flourished .. WhileNa.tehez and Port 

GibsQn saw their cort1rt1unitle_s shrink in the 192Qs, Clarksdale'.s and Lexington's Jewish 

cQmmnnities grew to their heights; '.the coimfulnities of the· Delta faced a ·diftere.nt 

agriculhir~l dHiiculty that decreased t.he• Oiporrunities,available to poople in the 

. - - m· . 1.:. • · . . . Ur1 -rrtil the nriddle of.the twentieth century;, .c.otton cultivation was merean ~-uusmess. -· -t' u · . · · 

d 
· d c-. . , -"'.,-r.ms w~re -181..or i ... tensive. regµiring great: human effort for each ' ow by, han_ . ,· otton Hui/u ' ,..... . :u ~~- < • 

part of'tbe process. Then in the tate 1940s and ~arly 1950s, following World W ~ n, the 



c.otton industry was-mechaniz~d Su..1d .. . .. . 
· · · · · · · ~ . ertlj\ ··machmes b~cam~ available wnich could do 

the wade of li)any human laborer L. . . . _• . . 
· s. arg~ numbe~s of pe~pl~ who· had .made their 1Nini 

:growing,_ harvesting, ot gi''nrting cott"" ~ . dd n1 c. d . . , ... .. . . . . , · .vn .,u e .. Y' J.OUll OPBOrtumties·dwindbng ·mthe 

Delta. ka Kaufman; a member of .:Le c· larl"sdal 'J ... 'h ·. . . . .. '. '. ' 
· v. m · ~; . e ewis. · commun1t}! noted that 

.~pproximately tlilrty:thousand people l~t\ the ~uiity'in a twenty-year •period. Th~se 

la\tor:er,$ (many, ef who.n1 were African American), Who headed'·noith seeking lretter 

~~onamic oppnrtunities; in the factories pfindus.triai •sities, comprised a la:rg~ percentage 

of Jewish merchants~ custQme(,s. the cott~n wa:& growing, .there was no one to sell goods 

to_10 

For the-most-part) people.who. mi_grated due to economic 16$$ sevetedtheir 

relationship with the Jewish oomtfiunity, These people· left and did not look .back. Th~ 

:shorter a person's o.r :a family's stay in town or the fewer relatives. they, had buried in tl:ie 

c.~meter.y, the weAker the reJafi.onsbip ~n4 ,interest wa;s. r' There ate,e;cafrtpl~s offairiilies 

who do retain a:n interest in the cemet~ry-aft,r leaving a town.foll~"4fig e~noniic.loss. 

For eNample~-the J)ampf famiJy- who left ·woodvifle.followitig tli~ boll weevil disa.ster 

r.etained ties te· .the community and thereby p,layed a role 'in th~ ·ceroetery's upkeep until 

the city assumed ·this. r~~ponsibility. :U S'inillady. the former Jewish te$idents Qf Clintori, 

• .Jt. ·-"' . • • • 1'9'17 32 
Louisian~ driven out by the boll weevil, \,;jjarterw a. cemetery care a,ssoc•~lwn: m , .. 

Such e~ple:s l3fe few a:nd .far beiween. 

More comm.pit is the story of S:riiiimft ·and Osyka:, wheFe members of,thes,e 

. . . ·. • 1 ft d O one· ·saw tQ the care of the cemetery.. All of th.es~. ¢~amples communities .e an •. n · · 



come -from co.mmunities-tbat ended. a:bru ti . . .. _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ 
. P Y· It is more difficult to·find an ,ex~pJe ~fa. 

famify that leaves a community whi h'd . .. . , . . 
· · c · JSSlpated and -severed 'its ties tQ tbe· commuPity 

U.J)Qfi departure. The peepJe who leave"with ,.;.. h ,1. . . .. . . . . . ~ · . · -· o!-1~ e P,ing those.rem?,1IUng m·the 

commumty deal to with issu · -f' d" · · · · · · · ·· · · · -' · es O issolutJon tend not to. be "remember:ed · by those· $fay 

behind. 

2. Gener-ati"9n;lhnigration 

Losses c.iue to eeonomic problems only: account f,or a part of the pe<:tple·who.left 

these srnall conujmnities in Missi$siµpi and Louisiana. A :se~ond fa~t.or in the. di!i.solution 

of Jewish ~a.mm-unities was the, loss of youn~ peopJ~. E.li .'ijvans procl.!UQ'led, "The story 

of.Jews. in the South ,is th:e story orfathers w~6 build busine$Ses to -$ive to their s~~s. who 

· didn't want thein. It is -a drama played over: -and over ~gai,n thou~~ds of tlm.flS• acros:s tire 

. SQut-b. 1133 'In thS! cotruuuni.t~es who ,surv.i,ve~ the :boll weevi.11 ~his was t.he .refrain, . repeated 

0ver and over· ~~am.:· "We -sent our ehlldre_n to schoQl (university) an.d they d.id .. no:t ct>me 

~s phe_nomenon of generafiortaf.migration-is the paradox of ttfe.se stnall-town 

Jewish communities. it s~ms that the.loss of yo.ung (!eople.wbt) te.{).FeSented the 

community'~ ~ture .w~ built into, the fal;>rlo of the conuni:mity ttC>tn·i't§ g~rtesis, Je.ws 

®.me ,to these'·Sm~U ,to~ because they ··o:tr~ed opporturutie& for .eodnomi't security and 

adva.J1Qement::. T.h.e whPle reason ·for the itnmigration frpm E-mope was. to make a better 

·1:-.e. ~ -- - Jf d . . ,. •&--_-= ·1 v How· d'td tt.ese Jews define-a bett;er lifei The answer is· ue LOf onese an • .ones 1.a,1:i.w,,. · U! __ • · 

· · b B . • · K -1;.-... , ,ia· -·ere the· •Jews were able to rear l~ge families and "to give gwen y . enJa9lJ.D . ap a.u. . . · · · 

. . . ,. .. . . . . . . -~ ror;,ohort time, lliete w.rs .ti¢Vei:·ant~ of 4eep al.legian~ 
fanhly paru._e(P?ted tll the 1ewrsh ~$fll1,llllv did not J.oolc. back, 
or lo~alt,y form~.. When the family left; they ··· 



.those fanillies tl;-e thlngs whi h · k . . . . . 
· · · c · ma efor a good life. The g~od life, whiqh in ru.01. 

enabled th~ir -cliildren to. become l .. . • . . h. ,_ .• . .. . . . . .. .. 
· · awyer~. P ys1c1ans; merchants~ manufacturers, .tea~hers 

.an:d. p.oliticians,."34 In achieving tfiis ver:y ,-,.,,..,,.1 th · ~· . - f mall · " · h · · , · ~ e c1c1zens, .o •S . town Jewrs 

cotn:tntinities :were creatln0·a pr:ob·ler.h t",;.r· the1·.,.-fu·· .... •· A . .. - ,A.-,c.. d H . - · ed ,;y · · o • · · . ~" -~"' · ,. · . .. ure. n::; ru&!t·e 'erq not , · oung 

J~w-s Wbo :received so,plnsticated higher e.ducations and· becilme 'interested apd tho.ught.ful. 

cab~ut world issues wete even more· inclined tQ nii~fat:e to big cities and college 

c;omn-rtJruties ttian wefe e.q,uaUy cosmopblitan 1Gentiles .. '135 The desire ro. t~ave'r{lsulted 

from mote-tha!l receiving an education. in,plaees like Harvar:~ Princeton,.. Yale, the 

University of Chl~go;. or even elase.,by Tulanei Louisiana 'State University; QJ: E.mo,:y;, 

Young•p.eople who w.ent.offt-o sch9ol developed a:wortij .. view ~ intere.s-ts·beyond the 

:small town. In these universiti~s, either 'in the S0utb ·or far beyon4 they teqeived training 

for jobs th~t were few in _quQJber or li.mited .in their h.omefowns. k 
36 As each,generation 

went off to· school, fewer retutn~ and th~ coimnunif:¥ $ta1}k .. 'T:he com11~1µtlty ~ame into 

ej(isteq(;'e-and raised. children fa a partic:olar way, a way that led to the •dissoJution·•of the: 

COll)IIlll)llty. 

The yo:uog peop.Ie. wh~-·Ieave these·cnmmu.nities in.s~ar:~h. ot new, social, 

et.onomic, or r-efigious opportuniri~s develop one of three respons~ to the.ir town 0£ 

origµi. In a pµmber ef tlle:s~ towns ·fived adults who had either.gone to university, ,,$I>tt~ 

.. : :·:..A d etu"'e·d or w· ho had never left. In Op:etousas G~Jd ,Scbiff w~nt away to mcUT-J."'..., ~n r .P~ . . .. • · · 

l b 
.. -1 A,A · ... ....-;ng· '""s' ,.,_w d-ee,_he retumed home to live:a:nd work in a:w so o.o . M.:1.1.er eQ,1_.uu~ .w m. . . "::'.t,' 

0 l . _ . 3-1, J' u _ se·- ,5. ,i-~e-- J . .,. ... ,rn· ey in Natchez followed-a.. slrnilar route. Phil 'Cohen pe ousas\ eny mou · · w.• y,... . · · -

, . . . , . . 't'nmull.ities· dismptecHllis eye.le frQm taking place. The fathe/s ~~ess 
The ,suddtn diSsQhitJon of. 00 

· · . ...-1 . if the ~ono~ ha<t .not collapsed and Ute faro.die$ had 
41 •·1·~-, d th :h I family left., Presumau Y., · ..... , . - " . . 
Jat °"' ,an . so . ~ ,v. 0 e . • _ . ,.:., · ··b""'l an·· d not returned. · ·· ·'•d ~•~-.,p ·goneou to so vv . .• • stay¢. lat~r generaqons WOUI -11-sr,.. . · 



of'L.eiclngton and Harold Ftoh.nran in Lau.r,eJ, btith. to¢k ov~rtl:i.eir futh~s'. swres. ~i Some 

of th~ young peep le whe.left their ho • • · · · · • · • · 
· · · · ·. m:etown tn search. of a IeWtsh. spous-e-er university 

education did not return to the' h ·t . b . . . . ··· · ·· · · rr c;nne .own, ut re.~a.in~ ~onneeted.nottetheless. InPort 

Gibs.oq, Missis:sippi, and. Plaquemine., Louisisana, the cui:re.nt.car.etak.er ofthe cemete,y is 

-~ 'former 11esident who 1~ tp. :go-to. seho.0I. It i.s worth no.tin& that m·both ot these. oJses, 

these out-of-t:Qwn care~~rs are relat~ to an earlier g(}neration et caretakers ·of'the,• 

cemetery, FQr these ·1ndLvidual, the care oftne ~metery, which:they inherited, functions 

to, keep them corme.eted fo the cmnrn.unit,y tb~y left behind. Fot every few that eitb:~r 

return (Natchez or Le?cinmon:) or lr@llltain a, c:o-nne°Gtio.n (Plaquernitte·artcf,Poft Gibson)~ 

th.ere: are. a numl;,~r that ,bre~ fr~ from: th,eir roots. Both Phil .Cohen and Je~ Krouse 

rem;u:ked that while: they and a few -of their peers did re.turn to . .take •care .of the 

eonununity whtrethey grewuJY,.themajprityDftheir peer-s did not.a? 

We can see different responses witlim a.single family, as. well. Herny Libby, 

caretaker in iPlaquemi.ne, stated that .from antong $e four <~andchildren of Belle Levy 

Kauffnan,. -the fonner · care,tak~ ottbe, cemetety, only he hJi:'S ·shown any inter.est in the 

hlst0ry of the fanfily, tlie. history of fhe. ·cemet~ or the hist6cy of th~. Jewish community 

ttiere. 40· FQf niany Qf the. young people who leave th¢se sma:11 communities in .search of 

new (:}pportunify the. sentiment seems to b'e,,. 11.I l~ft that place because it does riot meet my 

e.conomic/so.tial needs; Wh,.y should. 1 care abei:tJ ·th;e cemeiery?" 

3 ·"'- . . :1 .:. • . . ,~ . ·r a·s·s· m1· -iJ .. itio·n• N. · ·ot all Jews left these communities seeking better • ~snilaµationr1ear:0 · ... · ."" • · · · ·· · · · ·· · 

~conomic' opJ>ortqnities, 
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In this· account the ''larger community·. " is not a J·ust a ·ty· .. ·th - . . . . . . -- Cl WI _ a, gl1~ater 

population.,. but ~ Jarger leWish comm.u-pity with _ntQre edu9;~tion~J' resources; ·more. 

activities and more potential mat~s for children, On t_he whole. the~e small comrnu.nitie!i 

lacked regular rabbinic attentibn, trnii).ed religious SµhQol .tea,~hers; 'and. well-·de\!elc,ped 

Jewish lihr:arie&. lrnmi9raots move~i.t:o th~e small tAWiiS. s~~~g econ~mic 

•opportunities, In ·the pr.otess they-sought to· b"1ild the best Jewish .communities they were 

abl~ to
1 

for~ in a.(l..diticm to being econotnioally,.secure, ·they .did not want_ te lose their: 

Juclaism. 4:t· Those who felt that tbe:econo.mic ·opportunities were not wortn endangering 

th~ Jewish identity•of th-eir children mpve<l to a larger community: 

The goal ofse.eking a .iar:g~r Jewisli'cOriununity.· did not ap,p1y-,only to families. In 

addition to see~g ec~nomfoint'erests to 1it their education, the. desire·to find·a Jewish 

mate dr.ew' many yoµng. people aw.ay from tbeit hometown's, 
4
l .In a discussion With a 

group. of small-to'Wn residents, this r.esean;her cotnm~te11 on h~w it seented. s9 many 

southern Jews went to Tulane, W,by not Mis~issiP.l)i State or the·Uniyersityof 

MississipP.i? Th~.a,nswerwas:that lew~attend Tuian.e,in.ordeito meet other Jews, 'The 

You
. - -. •., I _ .t. h d· or,..wn ul\\ m' nla·~es with small Je_~h pQpulations sQ"ught not only. 

_ . ~ • peop e WJJO _ a,. er-·"' I' pi -,,. · 

. . u44 
wider edueationat:-and e.conom:ic horizons·but Jewish oQ~s as Vie . 
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.Some Jews·depan frolji_:aJewJ.sh .· . . . .. . . . . . .... . . 
commuruty W1thout leawrtg·fhe. to:wn or ·c1ty m 

which they live. Thetr departun · , . . . . , , 
· .e IS one of.the spint, not tbe body_ Tl\~y .~similate into 

tlie non~Jewish cut· ...... ~e. an·d· Ie·a"e· th J · · · h 
· · · · · · l UJ • y • • e ewis commuri.icy, through· interfaith marria,ge. 

Accordin.g to numerous 1nt.erviews ther . .. .11 ·c· h , . . ·· · · · , . e. are sn .o ens Schwa..., ....... s· ,a:n·d ·L. e·vi, •• s ar· ound - ' '~ .... , - . ' . , 

but ,th~y are Catholic (Qr '.Protestam,) now. The la~k of Jewish experience:s.-and of 

potential-fewish mates h~s led· tQ ·a significant' nwnb~r ofJnt~rfaith marriages -and, a 

corre$pondirig · disappe~ce• of p.eopie from lfte Jewisn co.mmunit;r du.e t9 assimilation .. 

Tn his article on. interfaith marriage in the Deep South, Sidney GoldsteJn explained ·why 

the phenomenon ofintenna.tri&ge·weake.ns theS(} ~mall cpmmunities. He nmed "thar ·11to be 

sure,. the s~e or perhaps ev.en a hlgber:p~n;ent~ge efm:ixed·rnatriage .. may be found in 

larger commu;nhies1 but the .Jarge1: conc~ntrati:on. of Jewish pers(),ns· in an· urban 1s-ettirrg 

blunts the threat-whith this phenomenon poses for the c.ontinuity 0f.Judaism. "45 

Continuity is the very issue tor these communities, Along -with peopi&,leawg iti search 

ofbettei: eeonomic. opportunity,, or yoctrt~ people leaving, to fulfill life goals, people 

m~gout of the ep-.QUnunity ·contriouled to the depopulati0n artd dissolutiori'·o.fthe 

cemmumties in this· study. 

Im.iividu~s who 3.$Similate and -i.ntermatrr hav.e ~ .complicated relation$hip with 

th. . · ·ty ·th. . teavA .. be·1.:""d 1· hey h. -aveleft the community' r~ligiously but ate still . t CO)'.lllll\UlI · · ey · . "' mu . ,. . .. .. . 

·h ·. ·u d · s ·me oases soGially At least one individual, the oluld of~ pr.esent p jS:lGa y an m; Q · · · · _· · · · · · 

· . . · •. .h .. · ed outside of.the Jewish community, retained a .strtmg · intermam~ge~ w o was rms . , . · - · · · 

-· . . .· . h _· -~· Hannah Woo-d,. whQ&e father ~s ostracized from the copneetlon: to her Jewis roo~s. . . 

. • s • . . . M"ethoclist woman, is tbe current Ga(et-ak~r of the: cemetery, 
eong:negatmn for marrytQ8: a · . • · 

· . W ·d · now C:;atholic, 'She ·regards herselfas the las_t Jew of St . 
.Intle.ed, .even theugtt Mrs. 00 18 ·· 
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F'tancjsYtlle/Bayou Sara, and lt>YiJiat .-, , ., • . . . .. . . 
· S1Y "'41.IS those bu.ned ~ the cemetery "her Jews. 1146 A 

simiiar $itoation ~~t-s.in the ca:se of'Port r::i"b . p· .·I . . . . 
· u1 $On. owe .Dungan, a non-1~'1?

1 
rfil;UTled 

Rose Weil one ~f'the· Ia•,;t ·memb,ers o·f · · ·· ·c. •· , -~ · · . ., · .· a core.'tamilyin the: Port Gibs-on's.Jewi~b 

ctnnmunity. 
47 

As tlfo com,n~nify declined t9 i~ .Jast few rnernbets~ Thi~g~ took over the 

.care of the temetery. When he· pa~sed a,wa,yii) l99S· his. daughter, who n9 longer live~ m 

Pert Gib~pn, 8$SU'tned this respQMibility fr.om bet .father.4a Thes·e examples seem tQ be 

the· exc.eption rather than the fl!le, While there •ate. ,dew cases where the people wl',to 

intermarry~-anqt,or their chlldr~n, partioipaterl in -the comrhm:rit,t ~r played a role i,n fhe· 

perpetual care: Qf th:e cemetery. the. mote common re$p9nse seems to be dlsiriterest and 

· ambivalenc:e. These individuals ·coo~ ah active step away: from th~ com.m:unity, and now, 

ev~n though the tommunity is·djssipating or theceniet~ry n,eeds.,care,. this is not enough 

to pull them: .qack in. 

Just as in thecase ofdepartore~ oausedby eco11orrric factors q_r geAeratiQn~. 

migration, the stories of individual's who retain their communit:¥ ties ·despJte interf:a.tth 

maniage ar~ more·.readily accessible tfum thos~ who do not. The pe9ple «'ho .l~ft tbe 

community via.assimilation ~re,•cat~gotized by·tbose they leave.hehlnd ~s "thos~ peppJe? 11 

an unnamed~ i:ndefmite;, but luge group. It seems that thos.~ who stay in:, the community 

ant t t 11 . t·1._ • . · ople left and why and how? burda. not want to point a nnier ai a w . o .. ~,1,.you ws,~ .. pe _ · _ • t .- · . 

, . d . 11 49 
5P<teific .person aQ(i ~;,1.y, "He abandon·e US· · 

4. Lack of new immigr.a.tfon 

. . . . th ·d· rtarture of many p~pte·,from these com.tn1.mitie:s? the: lri additmn to causmg · e, et' , · · 

, . .. .• .aiJ ble 'in these. to~ dis€Oura~el:J ,new immigration. 
lack ·of ~onolll!c op,portumty. av ai . 

T-~!' h th. o~ pportun.rties are: Uthe situ.atioh in a colrimunity,cannot .u.1~'t1'grants go w ere . e . · · · 



AsAlftedHeromadetlear ·b t " it•·· · ··· · . . - · .• . • · , ·W a w . 1mat~ly doQt.ned the..se c,ommunities .to 

diss.olutjon was their inability fo replace what they h;1d lost, During the late nineteenth 

and .earlytwentleth tentuties, fhese comrt1unit:i.e.s h~ the opperturuty to draw in the East 

Eµtopean immigrants who str:eam_ed into the co.unt'ry. ,The~e immigrants w~re looking for 

•the same opportunities that Getman imn.iigrants enjoyed a few decades befor~. Some 

corrunurtities such .. as,··Clarks.dale, B.0,iatusa,, Opeiausas; and Laurel were attractive to 

these :r1ew i~grants, They came into being or ex:panded .in this ·era, Not all 

com,mupii~e~ benefited from this Jm,1.nigration, Commi.mities-like Clinton,. Port Gibs&n, 

Donalds:-onw.--Ue_, or Canton:._sJJffered fro-ma Jo$s,of population during this era: "Unlike the 

mo.re sucoessfuf eounterpart.s, .these oo.mrrrunities werele:ft:virtually untou.ched bythe 

great wave qfEast: Etiropean imroigration that au_grirented the population of s.o many. 

Amerjc~ Jewish centers and acoounte.a.:for th~ creatjon of.so many new o-nes. '-"5~ 

The effects from ,the East Europ~an· inµnigration would have only tasted into the 

middle of the twentieth century . .A lack,.ofntnv, blood was a problem for Jewish 

com¢.uniti~ qp to the preset:1t. Even places like }3Qgalusa, Clarksd~e> and LexingtQn 

which ha~ be~e.fited from the1-EastEtii'◊.p.ean ·lJlllltigrA1ic,n·dis~olved. Ifa cofilrourti'.ty had 

btwn able to attra.¢t .-iew settlers,:eyen as the cfiildren of one generation were leaving, the 

·comrnurnty may ha-Yt been able to· survive. this W8$ not the cas.e, As ~hildren of one 
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generation left, new immig· rcan·t c:.., 'ili . . 
·• ~· - 1c1mi es or 1 >l ~d 1 .. · . - nu1vi :. ua s who dm:1art->:<-1 fr" b · 1 .. · • _ . "".r' GU om .an0t er pmce 

di4 not replace them The reali :fi' . . . . . . .. _ 
ty or dozens of smaller c.Qm.munities in the Deep :S91!-tli 

wa,s the rccloqttion of:many of the O . _ .. . • . • · 
· · Y · ~ng people and t.heir famd1es who concefittatea in 

the laxger cities. wbere they could find b tt . . . . ... . · · · · e er oppor:tunit1es .,. ec0mntiic .-and reli_gio:us. 51 

mtimat~ly these commum·t·1e·· di·· 1· . .· · 
. .. ·' ••LUA-+ . . s ss9 ved as fh,e members of the cortiniuhities- died a:nd 

filled the. eemeteries· +he· ,·A•t· ure · t-·1.. · • · • · · f 1u care Wl_ers were,le·a··,,,ng·· a·nd· .. n'kt u ., · .- · · I • d All ··:1.;. • .. , .. >:u . · · V uemg rep _;ace . t~1at 

w.as left was the cemetery. 

C. ·Dotts the time .fuame. of d1ssoluti0n,affe.ct a. ro.mmoriity',s ·abi1i'ty to make arrang~m~nts 

for the perpetual catei of the e:emete-ry?· 

Thete·are two time &arne&tti this proc¢ss of di_ssolution: rapid extinction.and slow 

dis.sipatton. By look;i.ni• at case st~dies of both processes,. i't 'is possible to C?~risid~r 

whether the. sp.eetl ·ofdissolut1on affects the w~y a. eoinmumty makes perpettial care 

arrangernents fot its cemetery. 

Extinction 

In the ex:tl.nction.pattei:n. a ·community goes-from a peri'od of high. activi(;y·to 

disin:tegr,atlon in a short rime . . The e~d of c.omrnun,itie~ such as Woodvill~; Clinton,, 

Sumnut, anp Osika was ltbrupt and fits mto·this category. t . InJife and in def:ltQ the 

co~t1.m.ties ofWaodvilJe, Summit, Osyka, and',Clinton haveaJqt.i(lqommon. All ef 

thes-e:communities w~re "fus1-line11 ma.tket centers.fQf·•rutal a..r-eas. These were the CQunty 

or pari$h seats or d(1minMf towns in the: rural areas,·w.here, '.(or t1'e moJt part, srpall 

farm~s b.tought •their pro,duce to merehants to be sent·off to, lar$er trijlfk~ts. Off Qf the 

1. F · - . - . •.:r- :.... ...... : .. eategozy,. see lp~ndix I, Table 51 Type Gf diss.oh11io;t, 
.or.a full hst,ofC<>mmuruu.es.., .. , µ""' . · 



tnairt rail' line.and th,~.river~ ·woo<;tviile .. . . . . . . . 
and Clmt§}n h~d secon~~xailro.ad connections to 

p:orts· on t4e Mississippi ·(Bayou Sar-a· and Port:, ll. d . . . . . -sJ. 
. · . :u son, J:e$pect:rvely). · Summit and 

Osyka-were. on t~e. Illineis~C~ntralt ·1 . · ~ v· , , . . . · · · . . 
al rQa4 1c1etw~ Jackson and. New Orleans ,and would 

gaJh~t cotton ,to send directly to New Otleatf :nn..:1~ .~i.. . . . . .. . .. . . . . •· . . .. s, ""'WIZ mese teRded to be smaller t.owns. 

the Jewish communities.were mbu"t ·an·. d ac·t1·:ue W·oodvil' I . . 11 d i,L, ·1 
· · · ~ · · •y., • · ·. • e was ca e. . 1tt e. 

Jerusalem. "~'
4
: .Clinton 'l1ad aJewiS.h mayor ,an· d -se••eral· m. , e·n· .. L,;.·,· · · • d · .-h ... ,,i .c ·,i. 

• , T ; ! Uj w11., senre ' as eau 01 tue-

Ma . L d .s6· S · · · soruc . P ,ge. umm1t'sJeWi$h qimmtJnicy se,iniinete¢n·ofits young meri t'o set\le. 

the Confederate, Army. fit Osyka, Jews served as atdetman .and on· other ci;vic posts.~§ 

. Life in these co.mmunities'.Peaked 1n the iar.e t 890s,.but by:the 19.20s· they had 

dis.a.ppeared. Of Clinton it ,is said, i'.lt appeats. from aii accounts that in the .p~riod 

between f 890 and '1900 thrs are~ was.most prosperous frem the point of view dfthe 

population gr:Qwth,, income, cultur,dachievement and,gener-al well-befog. 11.5
7 "In 1907· 

came-the' c,ompie,te.·•G6llapst of cotton prodµc;;tiQn. The Boll Weevil and man-made 

erosion had done a thorough job. Wa\(eS of pessinii~Jil began fo sweep over the ai:ea. :B.y 

191 o the entjre Jewisli gr<;>up had' J'eft th~ ~mmunity. "18 this story of abrqpt extjilctkm 

.repeated itselfui Woodville, 59··surtumt/0 
and '0$Y~·

61 

lldw did the rapid· disappearange ofthe Jewiall population affect the community's 

· ·· · · d. · 1 t·on? O· f the rnmmunities that became ,extinct awareness of ..c¢d r:esponse to its · 1sso u 1 . · • - ""' · • · . · · · . 

··r·h· • r· ·h' m· · 3· de arrang· em<ents for the cace a,id upkeep qflh~ Wt m a matter Q _ yea.rs,, w o , · . . · · 

· · · · -· · li •the two ·communities which made c~metery? · Like the ex~ple.s gi.ven ear er., - · · 

, ... . . . . . al , -f the cemetery they"had e~tablished,. did so after the 
arrang~ments for the perp,etu care O . · 

, · . . . . .. . , · t l . In Cliriton the. first a9t to care for the dt~selution. of-the eommuruty was• corrq> e.,,e .. · 

. . . . . ,,. . . . ,th·. fontuitionof a cemetery care associat~on. Formef 
·cemetery after the dJssotuuon was. , . e 
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resident$ ·Qf Clinton· c:hartered the c1·m· t L • . . . . . . . -·. . . . . 
· ·· · · on PQ1srana Hebrew ~~oetattQn on ~ay 30, 

-1917. The-.geal of this ·group w· . 11• h. · · . . . . . ,. . · · 
·" · · -as t ~ rnamtenance of the ~ew1sh ce.metery iQ Clint0n. 11~

2 

Mer this beginning:; the histof] of the m:oup is unclear. At -some point i,n time·,the Jewish. 

cemetenr mer:g·· edwith 'the -rson·t·,·gµ· ous-'''Mas·_.,,. .. ...... ,. · t · 11 ru···.h· •·. th ·· 
. • .,, • ., · - "' . . . . . · o .u .. .,, Geme ery,, w c .1s e commumty: 

.cemetery for. Clinton. In ~~ pro~s the group managing the _perpetu~1 care of the 

Masonic cem'efory topk over tqe e:are .of the Jewish cemetery as welJ. 63 It is not clear .if 

the ·CJin.ton LoujsianA Hebrew Assot>iation still exists encl plays a tole i.n the upkeep--of 

the Clinton Jewish cemetery. ¥ 

Unlike Clinton, the Jews qf'Woo<lville never created a cemetery m,anagement 

·organization to take care ofthecernete,yafter thecdis~olution oftJ1e Jewish:.·cQmnmriity :in 

th¢ ear:Jy twentieth centµry: Tb.ere-is no mfonnation. .on the e~eQfthe ·cemeterY'direqtly 

after the ~()mmunity fell apart. Woodvillids \ike other oommu.nities· in this stµdy, and 

either Qne ur two Jews left fo-'the·area ·or: i•survivors/8escendants" ¢'th~.{:\q:mm1.Uiity wh◊ 

lived nearby cared for the cemetery f_pr a-p•eriod oftime :~er dissoI.utiE)n. At s<;,me point 

in time, N repres¢ntarives of the now,,:defunct; com.IQumty·mad~ an. agreement with ·tlie city 

of W Qodvill.e. In e~di~g~ for a. piece of land ccllled "LakeRos~an Camp;" d1e. city 

·ag:r~d to care for: the Beth lsrael Cemetery iii peroetuity, 
6

iJ 

In•4ontrast te W.oodville and Clinton, the de~endant.s Qfthose who lived·.in 

Summit and 0syka ·seerti to have-made rio amurgements f,0r the·e~~nded e.ar.e ,ofthe 

·9em~tery. They were fot a.it int~nts .a11-ti purposes abandon~d. A.c~m.-ding to. vari~us 

source~ th¢){ .. we1<e ®red for -s_poriadically by concerned local citi~ns, 
6
·-5 but. over time 

1vr W,Jien the author talked to tocit .(eSident$ aboot_ ~e. ~~terY, d~g;a •fi~td· sru~Y: trip ~<! Clin~on _ . 
1-.7v1;8,lO· "l\- .•.• -· ·. ., . ed a ·groun offonnet Jcm_.sh re~1den~still sna_ ·:W~ng,an m_terest Ul taking Gare of v ,_. '. 1

• tJ, no ?~e menuo(l .. . ·· ·· ,, ... l .wb take,care of~ Masonic.cemetery care for this Jewish 
ihe cernet~ry, msread they said the ~me peop e O · . 

see.ion as wcll. 



event.he non~Je.wish ·tesidents of "'--'.. . . . .. · · · · · t-1:~se towns foigo:t about ·th· · ·t · -, , . . - . . e ceml\l enes eX1;steqce. 

Both were. then redisc9vered· in.the 1970 ·. . . . . . . . , sand. l980S. and are now t.,mder the careQf 

different mdividaals.:ap.~ organizations. The JeW1--'·s·b co·mm··. ...ti. ., r>..:... - d' n.. .. ir o . • . . . . . . uru es m ,_nan ·. uuu, Biloxi, 

P and Satartia.Q. aljo f©Uow1this a:tt · · h . . . . . . . . . p em. T . ey became ex:tm(;t m a _:shprt period .c;,f' tim~ and, 

in tbeir rapid· :departure; the comm . · ·ty rud .. . . . . _ , . . . . . \lllJ . . . not create a method ef_perpetual ~,. In the 

eas-e of Satatti · d •· ·51 ·s·n; · · -- · . . a an poss1 4Y. .9XI, ther.e has· been .some family care but it 'has been 

· speridic. .Only two of the seven :cemmtmitiesR :that dissoJ,vea rn:pidl;y 1114pe-,arr~gernen~~ 

for .perpetual :care .. of the, community cemetery .and history. 

pissipation 

[n · e.oatrast to .these.:,s.even co~unitie'~, the other towns,s fovolved 1n this study have. 

•experie~Ged a different pattern. of dissolution. In th~~e plaees the population. and activity 

of the Jewish 9ommunit.y dia not di.sappear sud,de_ply, but dissipate4 slowly ov~ .th~ 

course otth~ twenti,eth century. Whereas in tpe extinctjon model of dissolutionJewi_sh 

Jl.resence. and c01ru'lu1nity en:d simult~nepu~ly,, this dissjpatfon is a Q}irror wag~ 0f .the 

forma;tiop. ofcomtnunitfos desctrlbed in Chapter 2. In mpst eom.muiiities a Jewish ' ,• :·-· 

p.o.pulati(m was present and acihie bef01e the form~ fotmatiQilofa e,plJimunify. In t.ti.e 

~ The date ofthis, transaction is unknti)wn and documents are not available.16 this researcher. 
:o For Che:st0iy, of Grand Gulfs.~c;µon, seeJ~eilJleili Reiss.Hoffman, "11le small town Soutbeni Je.wisb 
~xperi'enci¢, 11 ti, 
P The Otd· Jewish Cemetery was· $~h¢ by ~ro.~g to Bll~~ ~ the midninet~nt.h .c~.Q.t:n.cy,. 
It is unclear when or-why they left There are only-twelve burial pl Qt~· in; lb~ .. ~m,et~ty,. Eay ·,ThQmp~oi;)} 
1'1'he Disappearing Jewish Cemt'llery'' .The, D~l;r,. ~ir'4id'(Bilo;ct, ~ssis.s},Ppi) ( 1,.s1). TJ:torttpS9n.stnes -~t 
1.hahy, people .drive,pa.~f the c,emef ety ()Ju;ly and ve'!, few eyim nQ~e 11$' exrst~n~. . 
Q All riftli:e burials (with one •po~;sibte ;xceplion) ·ocQ:urred ~rweeo ~845 and 18.50 .. The. land wa:s 
puroba:sed'by :bizz:ie Kling in t,88.9. Mrs, ·Kling bad faroiljal ti'es to rime·. Qf·the Je:wi~.h •.of&atmfaJAbe lQing 
her 'btoi:l1er fu faw' was-a .Jew.isb peddler). In.his hi.stQ.tr.'?n the, Jews o_f ~taftia, ~chard13itliho_lz, i:easons, 
11I think Li::tzie did this to. p~ser,ye I.he Jewi~•graves. Be~g~ of a,Je~~~ !~Y P:~bab~y ~de h~r feel 
responsible.'' '.Ri<lhai:d J Bimbolz, "Who were theJ.ews ff Sa~aJ -~S1M.1P,P.t, . 3.· Ho~ Jong this 9afe 
lasted is unclear: By the 19~0~. w~ the author and hi~ f3!1W-Y ~tetl this cemetery. 1t was :c:5~,vn and 

~bandoned. .., , • L.'. . . .. • 

R None of these, seyen@mtnnnili,es~had Jewish popw~tiollS over one: uun~ .r:ai~tig ~e q~on .about th~, 
relationship. be.twee.it ba\iiµg ;a .sma:ller Je\vi'sh J)9pu1at:ion ani:t the unde~om_g ·rapid e~-ancnon. 



di,ss6hiii9n ofthese oommtlfff J ··· · · 
· · · , · 1· .ies eW.1sh preisence• and -acti¥ity tap.ered off ~lo:wly~ with 

the_pr~sence,ofiew:s.in.an arealastirig:somet· d ... a· . .. .o. .h .. · , · uneSc eca es:,<1uet t . e end of the foIJtJal 

community, The fQUowihg.,two case stuai~s il1qstrate this pattern of dissipation and 

provide-a b..asis fur 3 c~mparison ·ofhow.c:qnu;nunifres that dissip~ted pfowd¢d petpetu.il 

~e iti cont(-ast tp those commiliutjes which suffered' rapia eK'ffn.¢tion. 

Natebitodies,: Eliiot 'Goldman's studv ofthe Je~•-.:is·h ~0- ·mm·· •·m···1y· _. N t hi" t .· ~1. . ·p · 1i, .·'3- . . . . V'f•• " · . u m . a e: o"..ues. . ans .... .. -~ .. 

Louisian~ -descnbes . .a process Qf slow di~siJiation ·ef~the community, Like many of the 

~omniw.;rities in this $~dy~ Natchitoches readied its lieig».t in Ute late nineteenth century, 

GoJdman noted that the B'nai B'rith <ibaptet had 'its highest. membership. between 187j 

and 't-88 l. The ctm~egafion was established in l871?_pureb~slng a buildi{!g in 1904. This 

was aJso the yeat a Swiday Sohool op~tiea, 'By 1925, however~ "the eohgregatio_n'.ft?Un:d 

that due-to a loss·of01embersbip over (heyeats~·it was a.pparent that the Jewash 

·congr;(igation w~s.-i oongre$atiqn in name orily. 1166
: ·Wlill~ this, may have be.en the end qf 

Jewish, orgamzatienal life? it WM. not:tbe eJ\d, df .Jewish pre~nce.,in Natchitoch~s Parish. 

fn rus disGussfon of the cemetery and the· creation of a b~dy to maintain it, Go1d_n$1 

state(!) "The cemetery was still in ase by resJd.ent and, qon-re~iderif tnem~e(,s-. of fhe Jewish 

community fa t9o7 _.,, Nt>t ~s robustas the ·community was in the 1a~e nineteenth and early 

twe,ntiefh centuries, ]{atchltoohes Parish's 1ewisb; oommunity •was de_scri_bed a$ 

''d:wfodlin~ and agjng'i in the late 1960S.•
61 

P-t · • . ·Th· hi"st"'ry of·"'i..e ,,.,,.--....u· -•ti, t'n Plaquemine.js less doCU,lll¢nted than some aqueuune: · e- . v . ui ~i.rnu m .. ., . ~ • . . 

of the other communities in di.is study. Articles ftom !lfeB .n~wspapei;s,, ~ book ,on the 

.
ia. · . f. Pl • ... · ·· •t·e· ..... e.ws wft.h the cemetery caretaker~ and dts~qssions with ,one 1uStQ.cy O aqµennne1, ID 1 n . . · . 

s For a full .list; se¢ Ap~nµJ,~ r. Table"S: type of Dissolution. 
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of the.last Jews ofPla-quert'li' · · ,4· • . 

·· · · ·. 11e Ul~icate that the·pop,ulatfon and a<;tivicy ofJews h~re w~. 

subject.~(:) txtreme variafion. the l946Heari'1J>fthe,$ttgarlJtJW/ rro"tes ·that a Jewish 

community under the name 'iifebtew·Benevolent S.ociety'' was· orgapiied ili.1856,. This 

gro:qp? l~d by Jacob 9u,genhhei~ Samuel Rahp~ and Bernard Hersch 'founded the 

c.~et~ry a sno.rt titfie later. ~3.Theye,j.s alSQ a·remar-k ·from, a local nt}w-spap~r indicating: 

tlli.s congregfitIOn had some fofOl of a congregational b:uilding. 6?· Twenty,-twq years. tater a 

different group of people orgat).ii;ed a cengre~ation under ~ aifferep.t na.rhe iri 

I?laqu~mtine.1 tn 1~78.~ the.Jlten,iJle South reports;, "·Our fri~nd~.ofth~ Jewisli faith, 

,appr~eiaJing thene:cessityfor . .such an:orgamzafion> hue oi:ga.nized a Congregati6n. 

known as "Oha:va Sholo'mi• Congr~gation of'Plaqu~tnine, La 1110 This particular 

organizaliQil (Oh~va Sholom) in Plaquemine; which built two CQrigr~gational buildings of 

its own, founded ,a religfou.$ s~pool a,nd ~ndured floods and. yellow fever epideitiics~ 

survived into the e,ady twenticlh centucy. fhere:js .no• record of the eitd of the 

conun.urtity. Allefi ·Tater~ one of the. last Jewish. reside,pt.s, Qf]?l~qtJ.enim~~ r~ported that 

the congr~gational building. {e.itbeF _purchase.d or built) in 1_905 was t~m clown. 'Fater did: 

not date· this later event, but did aad thiJt Jh~re wa~ an att~pt fo. restart the congr,~gatiQn 

in the 19'30s0 whh m~ting~ occurnng on the ~pper floor. of tile ~h.Bu.ildin& 
71 

This 



.attempt at r~otgani-zation was unsu~essfur, and' then: were:.few. Jews left .in PJaqueini\ie 

by the .1960$. v 'iz 

These ,two case studies repr,esent the .life-histon,-, t>fthe maiority• .of cem.mluiities in 
+ ~·11 :,. . . + + 

this study. -They atso model tb.e:two pcl'.petual care:responses l hat occ.ut in conmn1fi:ities 

that di$sip~e slowly. Jn,b0.tli Natch.itoches'W-and.Plaquemine~-there were.still Jews 

present· for many y~ars after Jewish cq.mmun:~ mititutions b'ad cea:sed · to. fun0t.ion. These 

remaining Jews took care of the c~metery"' even as their numbers dissipated (died ot 

l~fl?). In N:atchitoches thf! su.rvivors cont\Duetl -t:his care u-ntil 1965 when "•a· dwindling 

and agmg Jewish oon,u:n.unity in ~1;1.t~hitoches Parish presented the possibili~ thafthere 

ni,i¥ht come a time when the t~metei:y,q_ould lack for proper c;ar,e. Tb pre.v:ent tliis· from 

happening, a trust fund was established in· i 965 by the, Bnai israel Cemetery As$<:>:ciation 

witli the People's Bank-andTrust-.~fNateb.itbches. Its purp0se was to serve as a 

-continu1ng. source of.. inc0m~-fot :the upke~p of the,eemetery, ,i'-1$ In c.ontrast to this format 

orgaruiatio.ri;. the survivors.oftl;t~ J~wi5-h CQinmutiify in Plaquemine ,never cre.ated a 

formaJ cemetery care ass-ociatiQn:, Cemetery care-has· been arranged' mfotm.ally ·-oy 

descendants of one •of the last J¢:wisb f/;litiill~s in Plaquemme: 
74 
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To contrast to. the l!lck ofe,aie for the· cemeteries of:i~pidly e~i1J.'Ct c;onununities
1 

aS 

f-ar· as tbis-xe.s-e.archer is at,le to .-ascertaln, all ·qf the cemetenes,est,iiblisb;ed by e-omrnunittes 

which expt~rierice t_h.e proc.en of slow dissip:afam -are tak~n of cared for in. sl\lrne form. z. 

o_pponunities for the remmmts of~ cQrom,unity to make arrangelllents fot perpetual care, 

Table 6.i -Cemetery-Car~ fu Ap,p~Jt.di8: I 'that indicate~ how the cpmmunities th~t fbUow the 

dissipation ,paradigm arranged· for c~metery c~e, M 

. di". . ..1, • .,, 1 th·e co· ·mmun'in, cemele.i'y, or. a.n outside· . · ·· · "'"' 1n _ Vll.llMUc, '· a>.J. . ·i nr ""'"OC~allOD, 4u ... · · 
.:z;, •.. . . . . eel b .. 'ther a: Ceme.e.,.J ""'" . . . . ... • .. 

TI:tey ~e. ear_ , Y. ei · · . t 3 t,oy sCQut troop. . . . . . naturally wed f0.r ,by the pei:s,on, ot 
gro~p like, a temp.le you.~ group 0 .. ,,;::n•a community ¢.ptetery., are . 
·AA- . · • . · "hich are W11.DJu ,,. · The. e.QJJUJl\mitie,s,,.,\,. .. : · ··. as a· whnn; .• 
or:ganlzatio.n 01.al man;ig_ps the cemeteey 



Chaplet 3 Notes 

1 
Tue first building was buill in (~78-:and then d , . . . . , . . .. . . . . , 

su:uetuie wa· s· "'O"'""""'·cted . h . . . · . -~~tmyed by fire ID 18%, A second more subSJ.anJ.J.a.l 
. . "' .. ~u•u a ,s ert timeJatei Thi b ·1·din· , , . 

the Afilerican-Ugion. n . be' . : . ,. - s. , ll.l · • ~ went out ofuse ill' the rnos and it w~ ,~l<i to 
MatsJiaROate's "W'lki.fi wasc•: 11),g ~s~~ a:mo:vietb~ter:'\\'.hen,it bum~ dbwil ih the J.9SOs. Sourne: 

· ' ' · • ( . _S,tlll . ' .ounty. S Jewish Comm11mru II r_,, .. h ,r ,f, • ,:u,-.,~.- .. · n : · ,• · ··s.· • · ' Vtew·s 0 rt1. r ll",.0·,,,.i:.e· .:1-n . . . . . . ""-~ .. -. · _ .... ,....n "i--"'rs. L,!fg m •¥~·,11,,1:J'Js.on ,;;,oun.t:y • . ~· .20.~1920:: 
· •. · '·· 'J. Ji~. · ""' .. , vommqmty, ~vJllJ.Sba Oalec ed, {111 d- ·-·1·1 M·s· Pub.ti . ...- "' b · ·. · •.· · · · · •··· Museum; L~95" T,tf · da . · fro.· ··· . ·. ~ . nOO . VJ. ~.. . : Su~!J._ Y the Wilkinson County 
67, · ' ,,, e tes are .· m Stella P1tts, Joumat of Wilkin$on' CQunty-Histo.cy-3 ( l 99Z) page 266-

~ .8 ~ . 0!'sille ~fthe buildin~: an~ the l~d dated 'liovember 2~ • 19'54. The·congregation soicHhe lanl:l to 
~~nsion Stores, Inc. for ~~.,000. 1 

• · · • • · · ·• 

i .. "On May·1~ 192~, (he,Iewisb ~gqgu:e,~ Temple Sinai; Mis sold to thecen~gation oft:l}.e newly· 
e.h~~c~ Presbyt~n.m Ch~c~ of:Sl f~$.!mlle, for the suin of $2-,ZiO..,. ·. The transfer invcilve9 the entire 
~arc-el (i)f land:·· mth Ut_e b'1.1 Idrngs ,aJ?fi,1mprovert1t_rtts and ilie furnishings with tb.e exception of eertain 
~tem.s~c~e<l'_to the.JtW1Sh faith.'.' Q\iintin: L, ffolcteman, Forty.;sev~il-Fo.rtyc:Rr..o.~erii)i,,Street: Notes.on 
'/frr,rpfe.,·&1101 and t/Je P_r~·sbrtenan (JhtJr~ rJfSt. FM&cisv.i!le., LA, 'Flus dooument includt:s:a copy of:th~ 
®ITTieyance.ofTemple S1µai t9 P~byten~n Cho,t.ch, 
4
' Tbe al:fa:Udone<fTeny,Je brii!ding was. destr.oy,ed by a r~rnad6 in 19.24. Intend~ willi.Davfd Feldman 

7/17/0'l 
5 

''The synagogue was .sav.ed, from t.Qe wrecldng ball m. 1987 by Bill .and Martha L~ n~th~r of wbo.m is 
!ews/•,_~drea Qppe'ttheimef ~~. ~D~~e Dia~JjQr;1_'1 ~r.esei:vation (JulyJAµgp~ i0QQ). 

There. are ,rcoords of twe templebw ldJng.s, 01w bw1t m me J 8'7.8 gave .way tQ 'the levee in 1.9Q4, and was, 
re~laced .. AlbcrtL 'Grace, The:-Hearl d/Th.e Sugar'Bowl (ThcfFraJiKJi,n Pre~s: .8:;itpn .. Rol.l.ge.,. La:, 1946). 
There is no iepoit of the. deslru:ctlon, of this· second buildiqg but oral intewj.ew with Allen 'Tat~r indicates it 
was not in e..~i'st-ence 6y. -.lhe ·1230s:~v.he-n 'there :wassanother attempt (unsuccessful) to orgr,llli.ze.a 
congrtgation id Plaquemine. Anrtelies.Ohlmeyer Martinez., cment caretaker:ofthe.ceiiietery, con:li.n:Qs iliat 
there was'. no Jel\ish ·community (few Jewish families) iii '.Plaqueliiine·when.siie. was growing up in the 
19®.'s. lntervie,,,s oonducted 7119/200 l. · 
7 "T,,:enly tears after.the 'erection ·of the firSt .synagogu~ in Lau~l; namely, in l 921. the boilclin1fm1s sold 
and demolished·to give Vl!aY ro business .e.xpansion.: In exchange.for theii .c;;:hurcb; the congregati~n 
a!Xepted .a. lot in the:. heai.t of'the·~ .['e$idenqal sectiop. At the prese_nt tun~ Jh~ COJltl'ac't fot..the. erection ·of 
an ine~nsi:v.e Sunday• S.cliool J,JJilctH1gJs,~~.ul tp be Jet '"'From page.:i. o(David B Mare'U$, 1'l-Us'tpri¢ 
Analj'sis,of me First Thirty Yea:r:s of L.m.irel Jewry!\ { l,9~ 1 ).Histor:ie$ Fi.Jes [AJA], wifu J,tQt~~fi:-om I97.l It 
• is unclear ,vheilier fhe building. w'tls ever bµjlt,.. butthe histo(Y ~ to-indicate nol l'he eolllJlW,nity never 
.-~ly.gtew and was ·wracked ,vith.infighting. .. . 
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• • • . • L • Chapter 4 
Preservmg the hf.e of the dead: Who car . .. . •·. . . • . . 

~ommunjtv.': bf .. . .• ·. . . ~ for the cemetery s ~ntl 
· ~~ s sJory •n a CQmmunityrs ·afterlife 

I.his. chapte.r·will consider the cemet~ry•s·hist-0 . ..:a h ,i· ... , . . . .. .. 
· ry ~nen t e "'1ssolutmn of th~ commuruty 

which estabffshed it The continuit:t, · fth ·· · · · ~· . · · .. ~ o e ·ee~etery, .and the fiistor.y of the cotfunµQity if. 

represents, o.ecome$ the: legacy 0f that comnn~nity's life experience, T!'l~&e cemet~ries are 

e$tablish;ed t~ fulfill' the J~wi:sh vatue 'Of za~hQr ht#ftet, the ·memo.ty",and cat~ for th~ dead. 

Once the. community dis~olved, the focqs,,of 7.pcho.r hw.net: ;shffi:s from the individuals, 

buried within tJie cemetery to the •charact~r and life ofthe commµnicyr as a whole. 

I .. ·Who takts ,c.are of the. physical upkeep of the.temet~ry and it1· ,ground~? 

Just a$ Abraham Maslow, the,educJtion~ psychologist repert'ed a_ hierarchy of hum~ 

needs, th~re is. a ,hierarelly-Qf C~lhetery,.needs. The biggest issue fat1og, cemeteries when 

the ·community exis:ts, .aod mo.re 5() affe.r it has dis·solved,'is•'the mainten~nce .of the 

.groW1ds, s.J)e.cificalljt the headstones.; graves,, tand~capJng, and fen~ifig, Fitst, .we will 

explore the, cypes of upk~ep, a cemetery requires. then we will lutn to the,question of wh°Q 

~~tries Q.ut this c,are a:f;ter the community.has !iissolved. AJt is imp.ortant to realize tfiat 

both natural :prqces$~ and human actit;ns,b'a.n eause datnag~ and lead to det~riorafion of 

,the physical plant of a cem.,et,eey. 

Mother Nature. 

T
. h . u1· . · nts reoces: trees and :shrubs. of these 4¢mef(liies have be~n . e va t$.1: monuroe • u . - . .• . 

·-· . ed . •· 'd · d. x-..· •r dec·a· de··s ·what tlo,•these forces of nature do to the ·e:icpos. . t.o ram, sun an wtn . 10 .. · · - · 

h. th ring· of the.inscription on the face ofthe Phy$ic:al plant o.f the cemet~ry? T e wea. · e · · ·.. · · ·· ·. 

A - - · . . ~. . ·• . · ••. ity still sexists .if caresfodts'Clw~cemetei:y. 
· Itsee~sJqgik:aUo ~sswne'ffial w.hi:le.a commun · · 
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headstone is tlie m9st 0,bvious ,wnmt .f. . • . _ _ . ... . . 

- · -9•~w. 011.' o nature. ·T)ie cemetery m Osyka pr~$ept~ a 

dramatic ·exaniple of how ·rnu¢h. a headstone can suffer from weatheriQg. Alpng the back 

wall ·stan4 a: number ofh~dstones .. 0Jlt madeofgt~ite marks the graves for M!)s~s 

·I:Ieum~ (1&27--19JJO}, Sata Neuman (t822.-18.99)~ an(l l{aruulli Levy{l:8?]~189;9). Th(s 

headstone is in pristine:conditio~ with no·discoloration or wearing away of tpe 

in~cription. The headston~s to the right,ofthis-monumenl are apparently mnd:e·&oma 

di.tferent material, prob.ab.'ly.marble> and ate·damaged frotn •weathenng1 !he inscriptions 

on twe are almost ,unreadable, while' the'.otlier two are very., discolored:..& According to 

one monument' mak.er, marble is no more than bonded ~~d and will always ww dpwn 

when ekposed to the elements. There is no way, to repair the ma,rble once tlris damage 

:has been done. c , Granite, On the other hand, is.an igneous r:ock. formed By volcanic 

action in th~ earth. I! is ,much harder than marble an:d,does not cl¢terlbrate. 

Why was granite not used mo11e oftert1. First of all, .gnimte·was only available 

later, in the .oinetee.n.th:·cenrury. Granite is $0.harcl 1t tookmany-yeais'fot stonecutters to 

,discover h.ow to carveJt. ,.tn,.a.4ditfun, gnmite'is.be~viet and more e~ensive tha.n·marble. 

Few would have been able to ~otd to u~ it for -a monum~nt .. 1 There are examples (ff the 

wearing .away ot""insctiptions in aii:orthe cemeteries of this stud~. One newspaper 

dis~ussing t)le cemetery in Bastrop, Loujsiana,, note<\ )'.S€>me of th~ lf&ds'tt>nes ar.e•so old 

thaJ one cannot. read wh~t is wrirwn .. on.ib.flm, and a f~w of them are brok~n - not from 

. ii 11:Z 
v,andalls~ but tbr<mgb the years ef \Yeatheramage. 

Wtar of the in$¢ription ort the h~sfone is not the only, damage loq&-temi 

•. b·. . ·t th· ele·ment·s· ,.,. .. cau· se. T}le.-nt)y(lcal mtegrity-ofthe·h~dstone and \vatdt can e~p sure o : e · . . _ \$1• - . I:" . _, . 

:e S~ photogiaph in Appendix-m. 



also be w.e~ened. lrr. W ashin~o . c, ... , . 
- l\ Quisiana,.,the headstones wer:e actµally ,part of d_1e 

cover to the va~ta Because these ·• · , . f . . . . _ . . . . . . · pieces. o stone.Ja'y•flat, water collected on the surface 
- ' -. . ' . ' ') , 

w11ich led to eraeking .and depressions, in tlievault. covet. Some of the vaults in 
- ;- + 

O.p~!Qus~,, L_ouisian~ are.made-ofbricks, n Over time.the mortar holding the bricks 

tag:ether:.hM cnimbl"'~ d,afip•oing s· o··"'e· 01"awe sr·t ... · .. ,d· .. _..aki· ·· · 'h · · · . d ·n· · . ' ,, . • . . ~ , .. ~~· · . , u1 b .~ . 'Y ' . ,..,s an Ill ng Ot ers tmstea 'y. e 

effeets.,of weathering: have caused ,bFeak~ :~d ¢tacksln•:some of the ums
1 
sculpnires, and 

whole head,stones it} ea¢h Q'fthe cemeteries. E. 

W~ather is not the. QlllY force of nature that clatnages cemetery: markers and 
..... ' + 

fences. The trees, shrubs, and' grass planted to beautify, the cemetery wcmnds, can 'also 

dam·age the fenc.es and headstones if left ontenlied. Ih Os:yka new. pine. trees grew·in the 

tnid_d1¢: of the brick wall .stirrpuruiing_ the cemetery, creating 'h~ge ,&~p·s in this wall. The 

ro.ots. · of ey~rgree_n tre.es growing .in the :Beth Israel· Cemetery in Woodville are 

undenninfng: a few,ef·the graves; l~ving ;hole& irt the ground. F 'G Headstones in Franklin 

and Clinton, were completelytovere:d by grass; with the roots lSuttowmg·into stones}t 

Human.hand 

· Soort of the ~b~rd p.ropo'sition of d:orniag tbes~ eemeteties, <lama.Se and· 

deterit:>ration of the physical plant by the thrce~-of,iature is inevitable, Sadly, however, 

.. . · h 1:. . - r·: ·d· · _· , _· .. ·1 .Jone t'o ,..;.m· e· t~~ ..... - vandalism, Not everyone: sees a cemetery anot er ionn 0 ·. amage s. u · , ...... · "".,....,. · · · · 

· .. ·. · ·d 1,. · ·. d · - -,;n' ,,.,n,e and resp· ect . .A.Imo.st every: cemetenrm this study, as a ~ore ' p1,c1ce ' eseJ_ v,mg· ..,~ , - .' .. ' 

c . _ . . i " ·. smati,.in~bed granite footstone·ne~1 -to a d~t~riQ1<1ted or 
~ On:e U'\Onun;teJli ptajcer. sugg~ted P acm;,_~ ma'rk ,the _grave ,and ,present signilk:a,!lt data at Jo.W tost. 

brok~n marble hea~one, Ttus -way o.ne~ika ;is;made,of bricks as w,m a1l(11~. th,t; ·.Sc}Jlle pr9l,lem 
0 Tb_e walf surrQuniiing the.cenret<?l'Y· m ..,, .. , · · · 
E See ·phQtog_ra12h fu Aif.petidixJil ,,· tly· ba'd pne of tfiese ttees re.moved'. It was. used as. tlie town 
F,T~~.c~ta.ker_s offfi~ cem~te.l)' ~~ ... · 'th ?il~Ol. 
· Christ.IMs tree. lnteMew Wlth UaYI~. ollll · · • · 

: see ph~tograph in Appeil~ m . 
. · See-photogr;1pb in A~ndil( ID. 
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reported some degree.of'damagec· . db . . . 1 . . . . ause . Y vandals, Soine of the ·~amage. is piipQ.r. )for 

exam.ple, iJI OpelQUSa:S; Louisiana, members of th r ... h . . •. . . ·. . . e .. ewis comm~ty ~d·th.e S,t. Lan~r,y. 

Gen:ealogicaf .and Flistorfoal .Society stated -tha:Ts k .. 1 hitd . .1.. . .:.. . . ·. • ·. · cuoo c . ren :pass tuim.i~ the, 

cemeteries of the cQmrntmi~ .on thefr w .. h fr . . . .. . · •· . . ay orne om SC,heol. These ·children may p.rck 

up, some loose stones, or ·brick,s:.or darn~ge ·p· Iants or trees·"nd Je t sh · . h . · · 1 • . . u . av~ ra .. _mt.. e cemetery•, 

the Jewish Qemetery·.in Canton, Mls·sissippt ·is. now:Si~~ed in f~e bae.koorner cifthe 

· co1n.rnunity' cerri-etecy. There wa~ a breach in the·f~ncing .. se.par~~g thi_s part of the 

cemetery fr~in the _residential 1.1eigfib_qrhood on the next street. During the.field stµdy $0 

· this c~metery, this researcher found broken beer·.bottle~. cjg~etfe buus, and pth~r debris 

ar.~uhd. a·number ofhe.adstone.s:,4 'Smne,ofth~se becilds~ones '1ad fallen over, but it is 

µnclear ifthis-·was a deliberate. a-ct o.r 0.ne caus~d·by weatheri.l).g. 

In. contrast to these two example.s:-of ret~Jvely minor VaJ1dalis'm., the cemeteries in 

Su,n.,mit and Yazoo Cily., M:i_ssi'ssi,ppi~ hav~ been subj~ctJd to acts of purp_tisefu1 hurri4n 

dtstrnction. In Summit µ~ople on hotirebaek wo11ld ride througJ:i the c~metezy,,, which 

s{an,ds:.ori its own rteat'W<>.oded a:r~ around town. As they €ame t.o the, ~emetery thes.e: 

p~e,ple practiced Jassoihg, on th~ he,adstori:es, trying .to se~ what they could bi;eak of or pull 

over. 5 In:additjon to, this dama.ie;. ~me p_eps-9n who gr¢w up fu th0·area re.ported tharthere 

i$ a grave whlcb is cWJent~y umilats~d µi tlie cemetery. t\c~or,ding.to ~ob Fortenbeny~ 

the headstone ofa Mr. ffart~ stood aJto tbeedg¢ 0fth1:;:·eemetery. Mer identifyiitg;the 

OTa: _, · · .., ··t t · 1-.!' parents m·· "'he , ... :d-l960c he saw· an ,articl~ in McComb's 
·tY. Ne~ on. a vts~ o ms .·._. ~ u1,1, · · ·~ · · · · 

n
. . 1; t·· .. ..r.+ t .• €Ju_..:..,+)·~ which·told of a head.stone that sqme te¢nagets had 

_ ~ws.pap~ t a .,own neM o /J? . u1.11=. .. .. . . 

'i v - "4--1.· . - . . . _;,.;I·. r;n..:•ocn. S" ...mil Plaquenilile, ·sr:.Francisville, ~azoo'Ci'ty ,Doµal'dso~viiie, 
. . ·.anua ism was re.poa·u:;~• m V4l1• •-; ,UJ ... ~... . 

and 'Opefousasi 
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ta:k.en 'from the.Jewish cemet~ in Su'tmtiit 11 ti., . . . _ . · - ·. a .. ue way up to ObiQ. When f_be·theftwas 

discovered 'in Ohio +i.e polir,e c.o..,h"" t·h • · · --
. · · - · · , ~ · ~ .JJ uuu e ms~r.tption. "dieM. m Summit MS11 on the 

' ., _ ' ' 

head.stbne and ~ntacted:n-eople in Sum-:·t an. 'd Mc'r-,-,. b·L Th·· t . . 'f ·-.· _.i:;.n . c.. t'' · .. · -~•µ.,.u,_ : · ~ wm ·. . e S ory O vanwwsrn uom 

Va.zoo City•: is ·equally l'!Qrren.dou.s. Teen~gers in there tote fhr.eug~ t,he:cemetery in a, 

Jew., damagiQ.g Jewi~h ani;tnon-Je:wish monuments/1 

SQ.m~. vandalism invoht.~s"the·fueft o.fheJtdstones~ sculptures, -~d britk~·ffom the 

<;erttetery. These iterns.-are-used. either for gm:den and yard decora:tion.s or sold.M 

Caretaking 

Al1 -ofthe· cemet~ries i,n ibis ~tudy requiie regular .maintenance; This.means 

tertdin~. to tne. landsc:aping (<Zut;ting grass; trimmi~g Qusties a-pd trees):, the monuments, 

and other parts -of the ·cemetef1/.. Pre.sumably, community memp~s care for tlie terrietery 

while -ili,e comml:Ullty-Still exists.N But whp ,takes ·over ,this care when the CQmrtJ.timty· 

dissolv~s?: 

The question of :cei;neter.y maifitenanc¢ is ~1ed ·~losely to· ~he issue df proximity 

discus'seit m·Chaptet 2.. Jn·<tommµrtlties where: Jews are,·buried·1n a section ofthEfw.ider­

t.oWQ cemetery, :maintenance-of the Jewtsh ·cemetery i~ "'eluded 'in il\e ~e of the re.st ·ef 



the. ~emetery:9 .EveQ,the cemetfry se r . •i . . .. 
c \Qns n LenQgton,. Canton, Laure~ Brookhaven, 

and Clinton,. w~e.h Started as separat . . , . . ., • 
·. e entities but ~ve siti¢e merged with the oommurlity 

cemetery, P are maintained this way. . 

The care of.or-aves n~t· a·ss··' · .. t',-A • h :-.. 
-0 ~ · •w, o.eta~c;u wit . tbe·community Qemetery is another story. 

In t,owns: wi.l~re th~ e~ch. religious ~Qap established its own burial grourtd, er where the., 

Jews were not included in the-corriinQ.Jtity ceme.teryi ·an interested p.arty had to step. 

forward and take-over the Q¥e.oftbe·c~metery·wnen the:Jewisncomtnunity dissolved. 

This ''.:inte,rested •party" t~es•on ·dtfi~rent rolilTlS in ditterent cities-. 

'In W a:$hingt0n, . .Lot1.isiau.a. and Wondv:ille,,:~:S:sissippi~ the eity~ov.emment to.ok 

over-care· for the cetfietert In b'.oth towns each religious·.gtoup estab'lished -its . own. 

cemetery and, the Jewish cemeteries, were laid adjacent to· othet-cemetenes in the area. 

While. the p.rosp~t of a growing. Jewish ·communicy in WashinS,t-0.n <lied with, end ofthe 

steamboat :era, ·Q a f~w d.esgerufants of the .core families· who-es.t:ablish~d the e.emet~ry 

remained in W a:shmgton. 8 When these indivi8uals were no longer able to car~ (0r the 

cemetery., the city govemrne.nt agreaj {~e over the. remetecy. as part ef a coJIU11unity­

wide ;hlstoricaJ pres,etvatio't1 project Jbe-sfoiy of cemetery pr.esen,ration is,similar in 

Woqdville. While th.e cqmmunity ·in Woodville disapp'eared quickly in. the wake 0.f th~ 

boll w.eev.il~ a.fewmdivi~uals,eitlrer t~_mainelf m WoodvilJe,or mamtain¢d·e.ontacts witll 

~e·. ·p· l ··- t :· . . At s·ome point the· cin, be:~e..'interested in a·.piece, oflan.d ,stilt own~d '"'' o e m ewn. . . . . . . · UJ 

-'0· . . M .· m·,·1li, n..,,,,.1.1. .. v·en., ~ft"'10" Lexinat~n., Laurel, Monticello. Natchez, Cemeteti~ .in FrahkliJ4 '. ' Q~gan \;, ''71 ""'"""IUUI \..:<Ul. .... . ,o• - .. . - . . . 

C1inton, Yazoo City; and .Berwick fit ibis ~uero, 
J'· See c_,ha_pter 2 page ·_6 l.- . . . . . . W . h" uto·n·· was Ute 1arg_ .. est iniand port_. between N.ew Orleans -and 
Q "F' . · ·:1,. ":.J. · • 1-=ntb centucy as lll,;r ' · · · · Of 1!,lu~u 01', t1.1e mne .. .,...,, . .. . .' 'thi b po.rt, bU.ildmg,-their own cemetery llut ~o~ •to 1nealby 
St. L:0u1~. •1. A_ ~°,~ Qf.Jews_ scllled m .. : S . ~dled ,as rail:plads were built north and west, rakini 
015etousas for rebg1ons SfPrv1ces. The gi:fup · "Histom Washin~aD./ Loui'si'a:na:" di~ussions ~th.Es~elle 
, bJISiness-away mm t.he steambo.aL Broe iure · 
Perrault and-Doroth.Y St~gal 7/2.0/01. 
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by clescend~nts of.the c.otnmunity In • . . . 
·· · · e.x~haH&e feqhe land at Lakellosernan Camp, the 

dty.-~eedto take.r¢$p.onsibility for the ea.re of•._ .1' . • L . 9 
·· · · w~ :.ewtsu ·ce.metecy. 

The situation where some indi. · d . al .. . . . . . . .. . . 
· · iVl u · 1s responsible fQr th~· c.are. of the. eetnetery: is as 

com:mon a's· the ~ituation wbere a eity t·· · • • , · · - · · • · · '· ., . · or OWt\ gpvemmentts.respQQ,!llb.le f@r the Jewish 

cemet~cy. Who.are,the.se ,individuals and ·why do the . .... ,. r· T . ·sh · . · · · . . . · y -.4+t<..C car.~ o a . .ieWJ. . cetnet~ty? 

'Ihis: qu·estion iS:,hard to. :answer: because each caretaker seems.to .have i diifere.nt ~swer. 

In @thet :w.ord:s, the sum (;If their lit:e -Stozy brought ·(hem to this pQint Le,, cmiog for th~ 

Jewish cemeter.y. By ·eifP.lor:ing the •situation of-each.cemetery,. w~ ca4.begin to· 

g.ene.raliz~ tht Jno.ti'vatiQn,:be.hincl talcin:g·Qn thi$ tas½. 

Jewish cemeieri~s in Pott ·(libs.◊n, Plaqu.emine,. an4 C.lar~.dale; are·cared ror by a. 

dest.endant 6f-one ofthe·core families in the community! In tjle ~e ofaj.l three 

caret:~ers, they no· lon_ger live in tow~ but have ·made· arraug~m~nt~: wi'.iliJ~cal 

in4ividµajs;to take care qfther~g\.llar physic_al up~eep, of the e~rne,tery. In Port. Gibson t_he 

Bernhe.imer-Weil family has tak:e,n ¢are of the•cemetecy for ma.o,y years, .Pow.el Jjupg~ 

.a •non-Jew who .ru.atried into ,t)le family, manageci' the mon~y:.for the cemet~cy 

associatio1l and hfre.d peQple to -~e-for tne ·headstones anc;i 41.ndsc~pin.g. Folfowing his 

death, hi's daughter, wh0 live~\in:Littl.e Rock, Arkansas:, has taken ,Qver' fliis. role.
10 

·Care of the cemetery· in JJlaquemine follows much:tjle same pattern, with an 

interesting twist. ·for rn~):( years,Bell.e,Levy Kauftn~ s.•the m,a.t;ri~ch of on-e of'th'e la$t 

remain.in~ c~re.~es in town, ~g,ed for the-Gal'e of:the cemetecy, Upon her death.in 

'R A.ti . st . , flh ·, · .·• . ·for tJ)e _wrpetual Qai;~ pf th~ cemetery was raise<hvitn tb,t ~e, of tbe 
-eo- _ea ··u~~nalm~b~-:;~~--"!~-n~thy. e l'cite' 1§l{Os. Kemtet1' Bo~no(ed lfial·bY tlie 19.7Qs and 1.9$0".s,tne ngrega O uuwug D . .':-Aed fro .1.. ~ · l t . •l ,. · m· ts · K · · · ••. R 
-att .; ··oe··th· . .., • ' ,r .. s.· of Port 6i'6son sh.1.u . . . m we ·1emp e:_ 0 "'~ ce ~.ery. ennew O§S 

. enu()Il eswvtvin_gJ(lW_ . . .- c, '' • . . ·p rtG'i..,,. Mis"'•st•'npi·a-"'""St"dy"Q.•Jl~~·t-..J" Hoffman "The small toWJi Soutbe.rnJewtsn e~~nce. O . li,, .... Jl.. · ,~s ·" .. ~ , .. · · ~ ... _. ....... 

'Thesis T~ane Uni~ecsity., J99i}; 84. 
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1984 one of her ~a~gsa.ns, Henry. Llbb . h· . . . . . ,. 
· Y, w 9,had reloeatt(I to Balttm.ote, cE)nta:cted ·o.rte 

of. Belle Le,vy, &.aufman•s Ji.on-Jewish friend' M ed' . . . . . · · · s, . ere · es O.hlmey~, ab0ut tending to the 

JeWJ:sh cemetery.:. Mrs. 'Oliliney"'r ,w·ho 'on· •t · 1. . r·b 11. ·· •·· . · · ,., ., • ce 0011,; car~·.Q . otb. tire Cathollc·and.Protestant 

ce'Ji}eterie~ ffi Plaqu· etUllle aor-eed.T L·1•b.b-y p·r··ovi···ded th fu d d' o·.··1.1,_. · · . ·d .c. · 
, t)' • · · .,. · · • e · n .· s an. . llllll_eyer arrange. .1or 

the care o.f:the·cemet~. When Mercedes di~d .in. the late i99.0s h~r daughter, wh'o, 

r-etome.d tQ Plaquemine. to. care for her slck father, as.sum~ :responsibility for the Jewish 

cemet-ery.11 While there •s still afunctioningJe.wtsh co.~µni\y in 'Clatksd~e,.MS, a 

former resident ~bp now lives in.Memphis but stays··~ngage:d in congregational Jue ·ear~s 

for .the cemetery. 12 

•~N~w hnmigrants," poopfo -who hiwe c!>m~ t~ town after tbe QOID11DW1Jty already 

Started to decline or haci alre:ady··dissoJved. care tQr the Jewish ceme~ries:m. Summit, 

Mis.sissippi and Bastrop and Donaldsonville~ Lousiatll!,, Di~d Feldman, whose father is 

Jewish, :moved to Summit in 1971. In 1971 ltewas toid ofthe:''alJ"'°doO:ed11u,Jew,ish 

cemetery loe4te.d' just out of town. :Feeling resp.()osible be~:au~ of his Jewish heritage, he 

took over care of the ov.ergrow.n and deteriorated G¢meteiy. 1n the ea,rly 1980$, witlLh.elp 

fr.om campets li-o·m Henry s. Jacoo's Camp in iJtica; 'M:ississip.pi, Mr. Fefdm~ restbr-oo 

the 'fencing to kee.p out vandals (s~e page 107}··atid cleated aMty· the. µndergr.owth. u 

Jn Ba~ro'p" ~ newcomer bas' al.so taken over the ·o~e of the· ce,met~cy. for many 

years:Morton Levy, aloqg-time res.lde,nt of Bastrop~. w.odced:with: his friend Jacob. 

S. ·Ji· ·t . ¢.. t""e e:e•;,;,.etert1 Said Levy-in a J:997 interview, 
11
Untij)us-d~th, Jacob · e groan O car:e ·mr u m . . ~J • , . 

su·: , r: •, _, ·h ..,~..,,,_,,..;. .,,;,.,;..,., ·nthe:Kabiifamtly:Ieaturedinthe.book.andfilni;Driv.ingMi~D,aity. 
·" \1S 1axnil.y a.iso. as u.u"'"''· 1\:N'-> T , ·. 

}ntewiew 1'-iith f.lemy _L!bi>( 7 /lSI.Qlose'ofdutv frllnl one. ienerntion to the next, Mer~des took over t1u: 
. Tltis is. tru!:Y' ~ case ofpas~urg~ se ...... , · 1.; . J1ad done it·a.s part of his 'C~ ,vo.rk, Annelres . 
care of the Protestartt cemetery fi»m her l.<llllel' w O 

· · 

Ohltf\eyer Martinez'6/t810l . , . , .. ed' ' 'ti•.,. .. ns,aumig th.e· l96Qs. inteiv:iew·mth Bob u This· . . • . · · ··t ,.,.,. ,.,,..,.. c....-m some .ooncem c1 u. ·· · • .· · · . . ce.met;ery rece VvU _ _.., 14v , .. 

Fortenberry 8/1/01 
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I.., 

Seligman and I kept this cemetery u H kn _ . 
p. e . ew a lot about the history of the Jewish 

people of Bastrop and t.h~ history of this . · . . . " 
cemetery. I have some 1nformatiJ:>n,:and •a list of 

the people buried out here. 1114 As Mr Le d . 
· vy a vanced m years he looked to a younger 

man who ,bad moved to Bastrop just a few years ago, Ron Israel. Since '1997, Israel has 

taken over the care of the cemetery. 1.s 

Of all of the case studies, DonaldsonVille's history encapsulates many of the 

characteristics of the caretaking phenomenen. Care of the Bikur Sholim cemetery in 

Donaldsonville cebters around a -man named Gaston Hirsch. Like many immigrants to 

this, ar~ Hirsch was· from the Alsace-Lorraine region ofFranoo. Unlike other 

cquntrymen (including his parents and sister), who migrated to Mississippi and Louisiana 

in the mid and late nineteenth century, lfu:sc.h did not come to the United States until 

after World War IJ_v According to an autobiographical account of his experiences in the 

war, Hirsch·wa·s a ·soldier m 'the French army. He was filken prison·er in July 1940, and -he 

and the other Jewish soldiers were separated from tht_rest of the French POWs. In 

addition to the hardships of life of a concentration camp, Hirsch dis.cussed· the •situation 

with his non-:Jewish wife, Olga. The Germans forced l;lirsch to sign a letter accepting cl 

divorce. "And with the help of God, Olga found a lawyer who then delayed the divorce 

loqg enoµgh so there was no fina,1.divorce decree.
11 Eventually, the American Anny 

liberated Hirsch and his compatriots. One -of his first acts was to ·write a letter to his 

parents io,Donaldsonville. Ther.t,H-irsch made his way home to hi$' wife Olga and their 

young son, Michel. O.nce back in his hometown of Metz, Hirsch has great difficulty 

v . . . . . Do aJctsonviJle for many years. They were presumably involved 
.· ~ .rsch'.~ paren\S !ll'd ~ster had ~~ut 

O 
bildren of immigran~) in an earlier Alsatian wave of 

(e~ffier directly as 1mnugrants-or 1ndin:Ctly as c . . red. 
immigratio~ however, no specific data has been discove 
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fuldin~ a job and, non thtfinsist¢,nce,of my parents and ·st - ... .,. .., , 194-·7·- . . . .. - my SI er .. : 1IlJ.v1ay _ , we. 

departed for the Uilit-ed States·to, sttqt a n~w 1iie-;ii16 

From riew imniigrant :to ·cemetett caietaker-

•i:W.lJe1l (Gaston) Hirsc4 {the longtune,-caretaker of't.he.B:ilg.rr SholiQJW.cem.etecy) 

airived hl towni after World WarU1 tli~e-was still .a eongregati_on:·11 i7 But tµe ~ctivity ~f 

(his cot1greg,a:fion d_inunished' rapidly, st>.that ·b.¥ November 1954 a· group of remaip.ing 

me~ets .. gatbered to discu.ss the future of the c()ngtegatiomiJ l;mildjn_g, and t}ie 

contregation"itself;X After. 1-'pointfug,out'tbat the bullding :w~ no-lonser u~~d.ai:rp 

gradu·ally f~ling in a st_ate of <:lisrepair~ 11 this .grol!p dedded t◊ .stll the st_ru,oture,>1~ They 

vot~ iq t;se the func;I~ fi:Q!D t~e .~le 6fthe building for tl\~ pe'rpetual care ofthe ceineten, 

and .. cr.eat~d a board of tm~tees ,to oversee this fund.. Hir~h .had an:ived. in Dot1aldsonville 

by tfils time,. b.ut ':Was, not listed-as b.ein~ at the Il)ee(in,g or involved with thi~ group." He 

ditl, howevet, have connections with the ,group. Dave ijloch,. a two .. year member 'Of.this 

board or trustees was his "t,rotlfer-fu-taw. One articJe on the 13,ikur Sholim cemetery noted 

that w.hen Bloch :became ill, _Hirs~h took over tb..e care of the cemetery as patt ,of. bis 

volunte.et work. 19 A~cp.i:(!fuig to later -dorotnent.s of the Bikut Sholim Cemeterr Trust and 

•C F . · d Hi . h ·0 - . _ ti!-:,.. '"'Orkin 1961 just seven years after the aecis1on.to :sell the ate un • ., , . · rsc egan . m_., ~ _ . ., 

h1.!ildmg_ ~d create the -trust Tund. 
20, 



I ,, 

What ftirsch•did for the Blkur Sh-ti . . , - · o m cemetery;, 

fu-~ letter-from 1987 Bi · · fr . · - , . · . 
· -- · - rse wrote, 'For the pasf26 years this ~I'netecy has been 

under my volunteer care TL-o,:, · h - t th - · · · · · · · · · · · · m u:j ou ese :years I have been taking· care oflt, bringing it 

ft:om ,a. ne,gl.ected CQttdition to on~. of the rqost improved burial _gtounds·iri the community, 

·with pine trees and shrubs,; cleap tqmbstones and repaired gr.aves.~•i21 Up until this point 

Hirs~h had fu(loed hi~ w.otk by· c9llecting donations from ,the descendants of those buried 

in th~ c.emete.ry and with rooo.ef fr.om hi~ own packet. Now, in 1987, Hirsch ,saw hi_s 

ab•ility to care for the 1ceme'tery eorni:iig to an end. i'However, i .am·goihg·mto my 7gih 

year a_nd h~ve nobady to take-my plaee·. The on:lyway 1 see to tontinue the. up keey ~f' the 
. . 

cemefery is to try to_ s.uut a trust fund. u"\b To tlus end, Hii::sch~ on oehalf of the bear,d of 

tn.lste.es, AA sent oµt hundreds. ofletters -aJl over the. oountry asking for donatiens in order 
. . 

to create a Stable tru;St fund for ;the care of t~e cemetery _BJfHis cam.paigri re,c~ived wicie-­

scale n9tice: "Thos,e appws caught the atteiition of-area-and Qut-of-state·new&papers~. 

which publlslied articles·a:boutHirscb,~ the cemetery.'"~~ This donition <lrive w~ 

succ~ssful and tbe trust fund waS. establislled. -Over the: yea.r.sj Hirs.ch sent Qut t~-you 

notes and :updates to cemetery _contributors. There were also occa:~it>.!l,s w which the oost 

of upkeep outstrlpp.ed ayailable funds and Hirsch had to requ~st more. IU(>ney.2
3 

P·assing the torch _ 

At the outset-:ofhls-campaign. f.lirsch_ noted that -he was aging an!i he fear~ that 

th
- uld b · . -- ---~ ih Dorialdsonvi'lle fo take care of the cemetery after liim.. At 

. yre w~ . e t'!O one.n;;.J.l, . 

y -.. . . ,., : . -.:1-- S I{Iotz . r..eo ·'Slooh. Dave:Blooh" Walter ka:bn. ·arid Barbara Cohen. Also 
· On~al trustees 1nclu~ am , _ . ' _ __ · . J.t .• aniJ Herbert Kahn .. 
JjteriUoned in thls dO'.qfl!,Dent are! Wa:l~er [;e~tional building be.en .exhau"Sted?c' 
z. Hali the prcic_eeds front the sale ~f;tlte ~:J:J00 m~~ 1men H Silt?.,, Jani~.Hyman. ~cl ryerre an/!Lisa 
M The letter dated 11.JJ:le 24, 199 .1 _ nwlud~ · Gaston is. -the only Je\\.1Sh _pers9n m J:>Qrut.ldsontlle. 
lfir-seh, as memlli¢rs-of the cemeter,Boa~...: . .-'f :fund oC-$25 ooo .to .~te¢ the ·up!s-~P-Qf th~ cemetery .in 
B'B Gaston esti.Jnated that. _i't would ~P'-~ u=• · · ' - - · 
perpefuify, 
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so~ point betWeen the letter written ln 1991 d 1:r..- ... . _,, _ • _ . • 
· . , an .u.uscli-s-death m 1994, Irving 

Bir.rlbaum·tr0m Baton.Rou0e m . d ' · -~ , · ame -4 woman from-Donaldsonville and moved t~ town.. 

Although he had flQ prior c.onnection to tpe Uonaldsotiville· Jewish cornim.1~ty, ~ . 

Birnhaom agreed to take care of the cemetery· H··_ .. . ;..--,.:,.....,.0 ... .1. u :.:.sch' k -. · .1:-. ... · · t · · · ·· - · "'vvmm _ QI ilU · Swor ,_ ~tpwug OU ·a 

new letter seeking donations inJ'999 as. the cost of cemetery- tnaintenant,e incre~d. ct24 

l:J.fl)ike the cemeteries in Summit, Dtinald\senville:, -and Basft.OJ\~ the flebr,ew 'Rest 

c;,em~tecy,·-in St. Era.nci'svillei.'Bayou Sara j:s-tiot cared. for by,a neW:co·mer. In fa<.>t, the 

cur.rent earetaker-has, been:.a resident-of St FrantisVille for much of her, life. ·Hannah 

Wood's -family• l'i:as been intow.n for three .generations. .She and her husband, Kenneth, 

who die4 in January 2'.00'1 i have taken care of the cemetery ·since 1953' when its. ·previbus 

~aretaker, Hannah's uncle ~arQ. Rosenthal pass'ed ~y: This is not; howev~r,. the whole 

stor.y. Hannah-is· not Jewish b:ufis in fact C~tholic: H~r father married a noti-Jewisb 

woman .. and lost his memb·ership in. the congr~gation1 Temple Sinai. Hannah was rais.ed 

in the Methodist clturcb; but found her way to the C~tholic chureh over the years, 

Desp_it~ the congreg~tion'$ tejeetiu.n ofber, ffi»nab has always had a spe.cial c()J.Ufeetion 

to the Jewish communitr arid to the eemetecy. Ju. her words, the people buried' there are, 

·"her Jews ... At eighty-five yeats old, s.he sn11s cares-for t:he cemetery~:zs 

The-•final careta.kil)g st_ory is that of Osy~ Mississippi~ r~discover~d by Lyn 

D, .- , . - •. th· 1980 06 This story refl~-s the, impoFt-ant shift :m the-catet~ng from eoareaux m e •.. . s. · . . 

,concemed individuals·to . .int:ere~ed institutions. The Old Gennan, cemetery in Osyk~ is 

-. · .. . . . . ... , . ormal · earl · expenses W.Quld be S.~.fi()()·for mainttmuicre of the 
~ Mr. Brrnbaum estnnat~(I that_ fhce n , . y . i~ce a_ild $1,50.CJ-:I' for miseellanoous inain(en:a:nce and 
-~°:~OS. .$1,5~~: fot ,~v~ and ~~ds:f e;::.,lJens.:es 'like repairs to the wrmiglit iron ~nee: Also in this 
rep.air. lh addilto.tl, lhe,re,are ~ SlOll . e 't fund .~d .~mbera: Irving Bi-m&au.m, Sidney -'A. 
letter•datea July 1'5~ 1999, is·a .!1st ofti~W~,.,,ber dld not find anyinfonnation lo ~lain ,\'Ity the board 
Ma:rcharidIIL and -BtnValentfne·. 'fhjs r\li~~ · , . , . 
cb,ar@!d completely follqWillg th~ ·~~ lh of ~a~;:::~!~iy was relayedjn the introduGtipn. 
DD 'T'k~ ..• •.. . f " ,....., D.,,,...,.....,,.,..,,,. -discovery o . . 

' X ru;:;:·s~ol}' Q lY!J;C,: ,, ,__,_..,... ... . ' 



acwatfy two ceroeterres,.tbe German C 1\., .1~. · · · · · · ·· a 110 ,c cernet~ry and the attached Je~h section .. 

For mueh ·of their history these cern . t . . - · - · · e enes w.tre cared. for separately. There is no record 

.of anyone t~nding to th~ J~w,isb c.e1neiecy f0.ll0wing the dissoJution efthe con:unuriity 

-ar:ound the turn, of th~ century: Members ofthe·Ricks family, -who established. the 

Galboliq ce~etecy, took·cate•ofttie Catliolic.;$.ection. In 1959 the· son ofth(dbundet,. 

Edward Ricks~ died. and tfie f~qiil.y re!oqate~ to-New Orleans, Qv.er·the:ne~. few- deaades 

there wene.&poradi'C bw:ials inJhe Catbolie cem~tery, along with feW;·eff'otts to clean and 

maint~in it Primarily, each fa,mily ~oek care ~tits ow.n plot&~ .At sQJtle point; •,c0ncemed 

about the deterioration_ oflhe Jewish section QI the c~met¢ry, ~.member ·e.f the .. Ricks 

t'amily ~of,lt~cted one of the Joo.sh commupitfo$ iQ New OflellO~- Tl::iis qu~ery .n:ever 

receh1ed ,a respons.e,. and· S'Q the J.ewish .$eetfom, continued to ,fo~·untenQ~. 26 

Over the yea.ts the- sw:r~u.nding forest encroached Qn both: ·cen}etefies. On 

occasion interest in the,.cemetmes w:a~ sp)rk«i as hig~way eonstructio.n: or: ,-tiniber cuiting 

revealed fot;g~eQ @,ayes .. Interest, ·howeve.r, w~ed quickly ~nd the Germ~•Cem~t~cy 

W-MfQtgottenonce again.'1/1 Then; mthe:mid-f~:8.0s,Lyn Dec1U:eaux.joined her men.d (or 

a .trip ,to locc1,te the q:(t £oig9tten cemetery, WJiep '.Sbe fo.µnd it, "the wh_ole:phtee i's co-we.red 

witli vmes, heavy und.~JUSh -and trees., The.rrQ.nt ,g'1te you cannot get tQ beQause of all 

the growth} 28 Following t~ ¢p·Deoateam: sent letters. l◊cally ~d ~ tiop.ally to 

.individuals and otga'.niz:ations· in the hope u(finding .someone, whQ w9uld care for the 

cemetery. In.January 1987 sbe received a response frQm the Jewish Fed_eration <if Gt~ter 

New or1eans
1 
indicating that tlie.Sou:them Jewish -RistQifcal Soeiety was aware Qftlie 

ceme.tecy, bqt had no plans to renQv~te it U11deter:redq Decar~~ .continued to clean the 

$iie :~d look for interest ·tro.tn tli~ Je:w1~h co.nunuruw · 
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Jiet~ came in 1,9i' w,hen Mal'lV n-o.-. h· ,. , d·· . . . ,. . . , . 
· _,.,r.gi;u,l, t en- rrector,0fHerny S. Jacobs Catnt,: m 

UtiQa. ,Mis_siss.ippi,. 'aI\rl the director ofthe ·newly c.0•-•nn· e.,i ,A'~. ft·h . g: . · h -r _· ,. h 
. . . u . u iv4.!J~Q.l o e . out. ern ".eWJS . 

E;perience,, made·contact with Decareaux· nn..=1e· •Jie· ha:d 1.;;;.0. b t th et .c. . - . • vv.nu , · · 11J1 ,wt:l a o.u . e ~m _· e,ry 1Qr 

three y~ars, ±1: be, liad not ·fot_d an oppo.rtunity, tn :see it or to correspo,i~ with J)'eq~eaux. 

D0,cum.ent.s. arid photos of the temete.-ry w~t:e ·added to tpe mµseum collecti~n and 

eamp.ers from the H_enry.S .. Jae~b.s•.became. involved in ,he Qemetery•~ restoratkm, In 

l 99:2.1c groups of sµmm~r C!ijnp¢rs ,frnm. Jacob's Camp. ea111e· fo Os.yka and Q)eaned away 

year.~ of ove(grQwth and. fallen trtes_i9 Tire~ five. years.:l~ter,
1 

the :y~uth group from 

.~ong,eg~Jion Gates of Prayet1{GOPTYFF) fn Metairie, l ,ouisian~ tooij oifthe projeot ~-s 

p.att ·of.a.Mitzvall Day-eyent.This.,gt0up 'i·adopted" 'the cemetery, visiting.a few times 

.each year to continue the cl~g, the•site; stacking fallen bricks 1rom the. deteriorating 

wall_.-a.nd cleaning and restgring broken monuments-and !lieadstones,J0 

GQ-PTY•is not tlu~ Ql)ly or:g?-l'lwition o~ng fut this, cemetety. ln 1998 members 

ofthe'IllPks family, the family that. est~lished th~ Oatholic .. part of the cemetery, 

discovere'd that a local organization . .had started the legal J}rocess. to bave· the ·cenretery 

de:cfared abandoned. The goal ofthis orgaruzation was to resmte. the cemetery and 

inelude· it on a local .sightseeing bus t~ur. 00 Fearing that teurist interest m tfie:cemetery 

,would )(ilad to an increase in vandalis,m a,nd cemetery desecration, Frank Ricks ill -set out 

to block th,e abandomne.nt motion. He di~ve.red the origihal . .d00.d fo:r the cemetery in 

which,;E!;lwatd Rick~ ·donated the land t.9 fhe Qem1an Association.'fut· a <::emeteey. $inc~• 

:m;_ • .·· · . d R: ·· Ha.n.lilton. fotm~r mayor of Osyka who/ had g~tten involved in , th~ 
I~ a, 1·99.2 letter t? L~ ~ -. _ u~ty ·· . · h-· a . fthe ~metezy three ycars,also but was not .sure who had 

cemetef<Y pi:ojt!~ Macy.- mdicarect. .he had ear o · · · · -• 
.0rigiitally wonned him.ii>f its ex1ste~--. . , . . 
·FF oo·· .'TQ ' &,,,.. ~ - 't ' ·r Praver Temple Youl.h: . . · Pi ·1 stands ua1r "'a esQ "' - -... ~ . ·metery is the homet6w1N~fpopularmusic 'smgef' 
-® Ke~ ..... ..,.. ... ;.a 'Low. ·siaoa,·. tlie town.·c_losesuo.we ee. : • . . th - -. · 
. _ m wuvu, · · · · : . · ",;.,,.,rited l - · · st mterest m- ~ area, 

Brnney Spears,. Hertet:e.ntfame h.a~ ,,,,...,..-. oun · 
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there was no -time finut on this,c·a::. rt . . ....., . 
. . . u~ er ,and title, ,m Frat)k RickJ ill was- able to, reorganize 

the-Getman Association. 'this new a . . . . . . . . .. s~octation hastak~n a.morea.~ive r6le in the.care \of 

both the· Catholiqand. Jewish art ·.·f··. . . . __ . . .P $ 0 th~cemetery . .Members.oftn~ ·as:sociation have 

C.Ontri,but~d money- to pay for the rnanit ., f . . · · .en.ance O the c;:e!llet~cy. A bamf of.ttees 

,gurro--unding the area has been bu.lid . d . . . - . '. . o.ze to prevent for~f over.growth and.a .. new fence. 

installed ta prevenf va:nd~ism,'31 

-Cemeteries not eared for as-pa,t df larger ceme,ter:y 

Gl'laract-eristies of th · · ret k --eea a -er 
Out of Non Jew with. p~ss to P~SS-~O 

Cemeteries; abandoned NewCQrner· town , ,tewi.sh p~rent NOA·Jew familv Non•fainUy 
OonaJQS(m\iille X 

Plaq·uemine 
~ .?(, 

~ ·x Xi 
O.sv~a :xtR X X 
Port Gitlso.n X . X 
Bi.loxi ~ 

Bastroo X' X .. 
Nachitoehes .. 

St FranG1s~m~ X X 
Satartia X ,. 

Summjt X/R X x, X 

Grantl t3u_lf X, 
.H ,· " 

; ,- ., ... - ~ . - . - ,. '•. -. '' ,.- .. 
X1R J.Jidicat~s that fu.e cemete1ywas abanoened but later re.ctise0vered, P.lag.ueIJUne lias non~emsh 11l.­

to,1'Ii -~~· Jew~h cmt of-tQwn ciiretitlret& ".Pa.ss to family:" in:pieates I.hat tne, care~et ro1e: 1$ ~5$el;l from 
one relatJVse to another. 

What does above data indicate? Afth9ughwe weuld like to generalize as to what leads· a 

pei:son tu take responsibility £or tb, car.e of a cemetery for· a community that. no longer 

·exi'sts-t. we iiow ,see tfiat there is nP ~µe patb to bec::oming. a caretaker... Altheugh the .story 

of each catetaker has,unrq'ue · eiements;. we can also discern certain ·c!lmmQnalities. 

However,. (~s the above table ma:strates), :t.lie cbnimeiiality between tbe stories•in Summit 

ancJ. Bastrop (wh~e-t,he .<;aretaker is a newcomer to town) is different ftdm the 

1:!M. Many of "'e congh;g~i1fona.l ~nd org_~~tiona:I char~~rs ,m:c_i,-ide -~ time limit, For e~ampfo;_ ~~ chart.er 
for•the origi.nal H~brewJ3enev.oJent Soc1ewm PJaquemme, LA wasonly for 21 years. Albert. L.- Grace., The 
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cemm.ortality, between the circumstances in 8 , . . . .. d > . _ • , . . 
· · . umrtut an St., F11~crsvllle/Bayou Sam: 

where.:n.on;Jewish c.are,takers who'hadiJewish n -t-.. ha . ,..r.. . . · 
,, . . . . r::aI:crnS ve t.1,!'l.~n, charge ·0f the cemetery' 

:The shared charac.teri"sti'G-s·e~st but,not enoug'hto· e·"t·' bli'' h .,., . h. . .. · ' ·· ·· · .. ~ ~ s a pai.Lern.as. tow y a• person 

would be<totne the caretaker for the "'em·· ·e·.·t ... h, o·ra·, ;.,.. ., 0 hr. th t •' t·.· ... · .. ·• .. · · · , "' ..... ~ · · . "'Ymmun,,~:,,, · · ~ nq opg.e.r ensts. 

Wl:iat; is ct.ear ·•~· than~ven if tb:~ caretaker did not teel ;a CQonec.tion to the 

community,. hehs4e.felt ii. responsil>ility 'to the me1JlQry,.o( tho~~ :Qufied :in. the, oe.mete,ry tt)• 

t:are .for its.upke.ep, A o:umb'er 0fthese caretak¢rs eehee.d &tatement.; "Ev~n.ifyoµ do not 

mow the .pet'son, you ea.re for liis·~a.ve."32 Jill Levin, a, giember··ofth~ ~e,tairj,e,, 

LQu;~siana youth group who cares for ihe,O.$yka cemetecy·suniqied up.this·.sentimtnt 

w.nen s;he said, 11lt is so impottant fo,r us to do this ~ecause ru>: one ·ef$e wffi. My Mom's 

family has b.een living-'.in the South fo.r ~Y gen~ration~, .and w~ are helping. tO' save a 

piece·of Southern Jewish hlstdry ... .. Withoµt u~,. these people would befQrgotten ~d that 

i's really sad. n3.3' Ultimately~ it did not ·matt~r iftlie ·cJll'e.takers Wlire Jewish or n,6t,. old­

tirrter~,or n~wcomer~~ in f pwn ,or eut of town, y.oJJng or ·0:l~, tl:ie,fyait t~se pe6pfo share is 

either a respe.Qt for ~he cenret~ry of love fot'the ·com:munity r~pr~ented by the cemetery-. 

U, Who ·collects~ r.ec.ords, .an.d ,recounts the.history: ofth~-~omm.uniiy? 

As the l\,ieta:itie, Louisian.@. 't~eiiager Jili Levin: fudicat~d~ the work of Gai"etaking is· 

n t . . t b . t' L k . ·r· . n:n· t ... irun"· Cl) the·. physicai n}ant. oh.he cemetery. In. order to. 
0 JUS .. >a Ol,lt · .ne Wpr ·· 0 ma.a -. , o'. · . r - ·· · · · · 

l: .. 1:cttb • • } .t:' c,.L , ~•-'-'et r:esneafthe:mem.0ry oft.he dead, the. historical 
l~ t e pnnc1p e· 0.1 Z~riOF EIUIII; ·. , · · .If - · 

. . r· ha .· l c·· ""''USt 6e cared,fot .as well. 1'he form of historibal expeJ;Ience of the Jews o . t t .pa e •~ · · 

.• h · ··s'the cemet~cy ey.5etaking arran-gements. pr-esenratio.n is.just as .11Jtiq~e to eac -· town. a · · · · ·· ·· . · · 

. . . . •.• :Balon Rouge J..3, .1946). 
tlt>ar-t ofiheS~g~r Bowl (The Franklin p~: · ·· · · · ' 
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Community responses: Woodv.i11eand Port'Gibso· n Mi-...... ,. . d .
0

, 
1 

.. . . . , .... 1ss1pp1 an . . pe ousas, 

Louisisana 

In sortie towns, ·cowmunify ·organizations WPte m' 4,;,: • t 'd . . :;,. ,. . . . h' . '·b I f ·· ·· · . . ,., , is;r.es e m prc-;seryII1g t trw o e o 

the town'shistoi::v. In.t'-,.se,pta·c~s·. thehi·st•nry •nftheJe· .. • 'h · -•··.· .. • · • .. -·· d · 
. · , ~J 

1
~""·· . • v , · · v. . "" . wis commumty· waS"VIewe: .. as 

a,n integral part oft.his hfatory. '"The Jewish co.nunpruty left a Wo.ndetfill legacy in .this 

count):\ Though the.. synagogµes·.varu.she(l de€~des"ago_,_ the Jewish·~.eo:p1e.are hardly 

forgottefi. 'They were ·an important part of'Our hist9ry an.d they: are'temembered 

'fondly.."34' 

The f<allpw41g examplf.}s dEm\Qnstrate ,bow tbls:theote was:-t~peated over anlii .o,Vcer 

,again in a m.11:nber :o.f c,ommonities-: In Woodville the .W,0QdVc11}e Civic Club found~ the 

·wilkins.on County Museum whose 11.mission, is 'to interpret the, entire hts.tocy ofthis· 

c.ouncy and recngruze the contributions of tbatbistoey., nJ
5 .As a pad of the fulfillment of 

this mission this or,g~zati6n obtained grants; collett¢d ai::tifa·cts. and do9uments, and 

st~ged ao exhibit on ''Jewish Life in Willcinson County:,, Photograph$. n.~wspiper 

~dv~rtis~ment.s; µ.aintings,, store ledgers, bible'$;..Judai¢a,.. and synagpgµe fu~lUI.e· wer~ 

included in this exhibit, Jn ·addi.ti6n, the Civie.CJub in conjunction with ,the mustpm 

pr.Qduced. a bo·ok ofessay~a which told the ·sttJ.ty of s~-town 1)).d,ais~ in general and the 

history. of-Je.wis& life .in.'Waodville/Wilkinson County speytiic;:afiy. David Stnith, an~ of· 

the driving furees behind this:·histonogra;pbi'Gal effort, ,,is/4llso. inyolved with the C¥e"ofthe 

Beth Israelcemet_ery in W:oedville.:'' 

n . , . . . . . · • w 'issbach~ who writes on small•to'Wn Jewish q,m:t.muiilies; Ma~ie 
Tl'ie essays· were .WRtien. by L~. S~th· e. . •• ~s.. . . Jewish oontmt'.l:lilty.. and ~ R. ~tes, who helpel;l 

CPhn Fems,, who Write~ on.·cutture of e souwe.m · 1 
· 

~urge and .ox:gani'ze me~#jibit. , " .. . . teful 10 David ~bner Srru'!:h,,WhP h,astoiled. diligentlx· ihese 
, .. 'Fbe f?re~vord ?f the ~k. reads,, . w_~ ~ :~in Coun~Musewn,, for_coor~.tin~ this,, our tir:st projeo~ 
past years as-v.olunteer•~ctor ~f ~e _Wilkl ·. . .. , . .Council" EmestQ Caldeiia. "Wilkinson 'County's JeWish 
furl:il"" b · · t from theMisSISSJ.pp1 Ho:maruti~ . _ \l.\,U :f a gran . . 
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Miles north .ofWdodville alotr' th Mi. ·• . . ·· · · · · · . · · g ' e · ss1s$1.p.pi Riv;eris the town .of Part Gibson .. 

ln PQrt Gib.son the Ghamber of commerce 1s the dri",.nn C. ' b-L=-d t., ;..,•· . • ;;~1 . ... .rn,g 1QfOe CIWI trn;fOilW!,1 

preservation in town.. Driving down the main street ofP"''ff. ,-,~ t.- . ... •· 1 • .-: t - 1· · · · ·. · .. · . · .· vn uu:1SOR,, 0.0e sees 1uS. ODCa 

m~tk-ers· on ·almost every front lawn. The etfort~ Qf the chamber ofc0mmerce e.~end to 

the preseryatio.n of the bistpry of:the now d.i.&solved Jewish community· as well.Kk "Tb~ 

·rustor,y oft-he Jews.in Port Gjbsoil i& a vecyimportant part-of.Port Gibson history. and we 

want to, keep ·it alive. ,a~ The Tourism Center, run by me.m~~ts ofthe chamber of 

,comrnetc~, has maps ailq brochures wrueb in~lud~ Jewish,lan&nark-s and.their hlstories.L.L 

Th~•commuili_ty hi$torlcal;org~tion in Op.elQUSa& 1s different-from those in 

Port GibsQnand Woodvill~. In Opelou&as; Louisiana (one houn~astofBaton Rr>ng~). :a 

six: hundred metnber, p~slt-wide geneal~gfoaJ ~ociefy was faunded .in 1993. This 

,organization has· :busily transcribed headston.es .in the cemeferi~ aFoun:d tbe!pruish and 

collected doeum~nts related tQ the eerneterie_s specm,~~.Y an!l ,the histQry· Qf St. Landry 

Parish in ge1reral . . Membet.s of the St, -Undry Genealqgical and.1.fit◊rical Soci:etymet 

with this, researcher and presented documents telated' t0 the Jewish eommunity • and a 'list 

uf:~Jie Jewish bu$ines~men)r-om Opelousas. Thest gen~cJlegjsts ,C9tnrm.1nicated the sal)le 

fe.elings, as the. people ofWoe.dvi.11~· and Port Gibson. 'I;h~-bistocy of Opelo\lsa,s, can only. 

.. . ·· d 37 
be told with the his.t0ty of the· J~wish e¢tnmUiUt1/ m mm · · 



lndi'1dual r:esponses-2 St Francisviile/Bati 0 . . S . . . ...... _ . 
· . -~ou ~ar& -ufi:nmt, Pl;wuemme 

·While historic-al preser<i'l',,_t' , , ·· •. . · . - . - · 
-- -~ l°' mn 15 P«U1 of the:culture of_s-om~ -co.gununi.ties? it did not 

oecur in all ~f ti}'¢ tOWAS, in ttits :Stti'dv fn som,. -•·· · · · di." 'd l - ·h · · 
· · • · :1 - • \,, p1aces an Jn w ~ r,at. er than a 

c.Qml):lunity organizati~n- did the wqrk of c(iillecting an<i recor<iiirg the hlstc;>ry •e.t>the 

Jewish cernmunitw,. fn n:tatw• ca~s,, .wherce an individual acted as the histonan for the 
. ~ . ' 

communi'ty~ the· same perspn fo~k care-·of the ce-metery ~a the cQnimunity's l:rist<;>ry. :f qr. 

example, in addition fo managing tbe0temetery, Hannah Wood - the Catholio woman. 

wiJo is a descendant of one of the qore families o:f the fo.tmet Jewish eoinmuriity-· 

cpllects-th¢' historita.l ,do~l!melits J>f Temple Sih-ai of St. F'rartcisviUe/Ba;y,ou Sara. In 

, .contrast to thl·s ·.S:ituatioh -whete··d'ocuments. were passed fr:otn one .generatio'n to -i}J'lother in 

the .same.family, David F.el'dma.n. has had to. build from scratch his collection of 

information on the Jews' of SU1Jlllllt. As· he b.eeame .-involved with the cemetery he· wantea 

tQ know sQmething about tb~ J~ws w.licrwete buried there. Usiilg ne:wspap.er arlides-arrd 

aarr.e~ponding :with ·d:esoend;mts oflnose bµried in .the cemetery~ Eeldrttart has ·begun to 

•paintAi picture of the now-•yanis}ledJewish life in. Sumntlt.
38 'th.is·workis not oilly·,don~ 

b,y thos.e-who care· fer the-cemet~ri~s,., but by numereus focal historians. One example of 

thfa type of historian i~ Antfa:5ny-Fam_a _in Plaguemihe. He is researching tbe hlst0cy 0.f 

the emrimuriity. as a whol~; To-addition to hls writing. he· bas collectea phQt~graphs or 

many of the buildings and p~ple th~_t't0(1Ded the fabric ·ofhistocy, Ne.he is no:t 

c. · · · ·h J · h mm· uru·hi he does have information on the 1ewish"CQrnmuni-ty 1Qcusmg,,on t .e- ewi$ co . . •4; , -

• • 1· , -.,;j • ,...,g'. _ t ro: te· 1•·0· · ]>lac.1ueroiriels1 liistory. For ex~p.le,. U:sing;newspape.r ~ce 1t p 8.¥GU a sit,til.l. .. can '1 · · 
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'a.rticl~s and data from a focal hist · ·· ho ~ . . · . . . 
· · · · · ory 0 '½ h,e has uncovered th~ dat~s of the Jewish 

COinniOruty's for.mati~n. MM 

Organizatlonal ·tesponses, 

With eac·h ,.,,,.. ··•·· · (1,.,1;:1.. • 
· ·. · · • · ..,.vtmnllmty m4iug its o.wn.an:angem~s for the ®ll~~tiQn, of the 

hls~ory: ()f th~ Jewish -comtnunify, some cQrntnunities sljppe_d through the craiks, ,In 

.places: like Clinton or Hilo~ 1\0 indiv,idual, Jewish or non-Jewis~. It_ad the time or 

fn·clin~fion to c,oll~ci~~ recOFd, and re:ct>uilt the history .. ofthe Jewish community. Th Clinton 

the ·cemetery, was. Gared for, while in Biloxi it was not In ei~her case ttie human stories 

behind the .. uame.g.~n the .ttea:cist~nes wete .lctst-. Jewish leaders. 'in the ~outh noted th,~t '"f'o1: 

sQm.e tim¢;,J:awish Fe{igious obj~ts had been tomin~up in b9u~ques and an~ques S;hq:p,s 

around the South, Historic Te:mpl.es had been crumbling fot ·lack of aJtention, and Jewi~li 

c~meterie.s had gone imfa;mded:"3i One•of those concern¢d about trus·va,nishiqg heritage 

was M~ey I:r~"' w:ho .had grown up :in ·the small town ofWitiona, Mississippi. In the l~te 
. . 

l196ds a,nd early 1970s H,'art :was a.sked to b~me t~e director of Henry S. Jacobs Camp, a 

summer camping-institute ofth,e Reform Movement lo.sated fn Utica, Mississippi. As the 

diteet:01 e5f Jaeobs c~p, Hart b~ame ;1 flgrire in 'southern Jewish life and a guardi'an of 

small t◊,Wil Jewish history in thatr~gion. A.s. he ca.roe atJ1oss sacred ,articles,. Torah 

scroll~j prayer bo.o~ ... phot9-gr,aphs, etc.~ HiUi broug.flt them to JaCQos Camp for 

._preservcJtion. An item hde and ,an ittm th~re begfID to add up and it ·was .af?par,~nt to Hart 

tnat tht task·went beyond the collecti'en of a few i'tems from a few dy,ing communities. 

''Graduafly, .he became detenhiited. to cre~te a moseutn at the c.-amp as f:f!niemorial to 

~ -, .· . . . . .-.. : "CbWler-3 ufthis sln_dy. Also~ th~_new~pe_r·adid~s:is an answer to 
This 1~0.nnati0n can be fo~d ui_ . · . (Th ·. J ;vish ~~et<:ry ,m f>laquemme 1s,a beadstene for 

,a ~¼1stery in tlie ~meten;, fn_ tlie bac\ fi>Wi/l:2/~ 8';'s tep,q.~ tl~~ Mr. 'Sabi man ~s ane. of ~ liUlrl®t of 
Willt<!JD Sat>l~~· Thef1:ervrLleS.outh of~ New Ortea~ to help che oomuit.iQitY ~spend•to a,~ellmv 
Howatd ~soo1_auon nurses who ~ up . m · · 
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sQqtbe01 Jewry and to ·pro~ide aid to tho . . . . . . .· . 
· · · · se ®mrnurutt~§ that .CQul.d no longer help. 

themselves. 1140 The result <>flus .effi .. , ,, . . . · · · 
· orts. l'S the Museum Qf th~ Southern Jewish Experience, 

This: otganization builds on the work of· ·th. . ... . . . . . 
~ · · · · · 0 er org/ll11Za,tt9JlS .and md.1V1Puals whe care.for 

the hlstory ·or Jewish eommunitie!rth. t I . . . .. ·, I • · · · · · . , .a · no · on.ger exist or ·~rem the pi:ocers .of djsselution. 

On its. website, fb.e Museum of:t~ Sotithe .... Jewt·s·h · . . · . • · 
· •· · 111 . . · expene.npe state.s 1t-s·m1sstan: 

Ten yeais. agq, thfl ¥11~euJI1· Qf jhe Southen1 le.Wish •E,qjerienee ·was f<:mned as a 
re~pc>~·to an oµt~ry-fro~ sm~i-1.1).wrt· ~Q.1.ith'em Jmvs in need ot',a repository for 
artifacts> saet~(i, obJec~ lus,toncat dQCWU¢b.1S_, phofogtapht, ·and stod~ The 
M~um ?ro~ded;a .Qlace !◊- he.lp,~mall, rgrn:Lareas ,make the transition ft'om. 
actt~re t.o-1nacuv! status a,nd ·~o ensu¢ l.ha't tl)~•stP.ri<i$.a'nd li\lj)act of the S0uth¢m 
Jew~s11 cQ.mmJUllcy woul<;i ne>t be forgouen .. 41 

· 

Now; tnst~ad ofrely:ing solely on the .. efforts of a sin_gle .community ot~divi'dual,_ there is. 

an organization worl<ifig t9. pieseive and 'tell the $fo.ry of Jewish life in these coinm~mti~s 

after they have. di's,sQlved 

JD. The f'u.tur.e, of the Jewi$h cemeteries of ettint.t -nd·n~a.d,y dissolved.·c.()mm.un1ties, 
in Mississippi and Louisiana 

Ali of·the catet-aket:s have 011.e,con<::em in.common. Th~y a$k, sometimes with·:a 

shudder. "Wba.t will_happenin theJhrure,'' Iv, m:uch ·as·theywoniabout oein,g able•to 

take gQod c·are.Qft.heir cemetety~ keepingthe landspapein good condition, re{>'airing 

damage. to monume11ts or fen¢e~~ and· .pre$erving. tfre Jnstory of these decea.setf 

communities, they are also proop~upied with what will happen· in the future .. 

As be neared the end of llis life, .Gasttm ,airscti, ~etake.r ef .theD.c:maldson0lle's 

B-~1.,. . ... C'h . •-=·~ .. __ . ., . . -as· k-~ 110:n..0-wi'fi look a.fret us then, after 1 aPJ nQ l'onger here1"
4
z. 

U\:W I.> . Ow . .u Ceme~ery, · .. ·~ VY J~ · · ·· 

At. · · h . - · · di· eus· .,.:,00 with three non~Jewis.b men who bad Jewi~h pa.;ents. one pomt ew~m a • s · . ii, · . · · · · · · 

W. uld th . ~ 1... . . th. .. "'e· tery when he Wi;lS no longer able to maintain it? Then 
0 . · ey. t~e QVef · e ce,u .· , 

c. .·•·. . .· . . . • · jjl . hl'l attencifog: the.sick .µid di~. 'The city dedicated a ):fia.tker i~ the 
,ever epidemic. Sablm.an.~e w e. • · · 0 

Jewish ceilietery· in bis. meml:iJY-



Irving:Biinbaum.amved inbonald ••-=• . . . . .SQthule ana f<-"'est'-,1ed t,._ . .,,.···.. B . - ,:,. <U · ue issue. . ut Irving 

Birnbaum is an older man ,and now that Hi _. _h h . d' . 
. . . rsc as t~cl he is:asking th¢ ~e question. 

Henry Libby who .fund . . . . 
• · · · ·· · · 8 the cem~tery IA.-Plaquenune deals• wit'lfthe samt 

pr99Iern. He is the only e,me ofBelle. L . . ..,,. ~- , · · · -· · · evy 1"1..aUJ'.JH.an'scfour grandchildren interest¢ in 

the, cemeJery or the. history of the Jewish communitt·, , ... P-1. . .. .M , . _ . . - .· - .• , u, . aquemme. . :oreover, he n~lie$ 

on the·.ch.ild ofois.gtandmether's m·: d . h h • • . · · · · , · en , w om · ,e does not. know perso.nallf; to manag~· 

tne day.-to,-.day CB:Te. ofthe cemetery. 'Who Will lie tum to if Annelies Ohli':treyet Martirfoz 

lps~s intete:st in th~ cemetery? Will his ·~hilijren t1ike over the responsibility Ile assumed 

fro.m hi.s gr;;ip.dn;19ther7 

The prohJem may be even more:®ute in St. FrancisvillelB,ayou.Sara:. Hannah 

Wood c.ared for·tfre temetery with her husband, Kenneth,. forairrttst fifty, years . .-He died 

in J~uary 2001 an4 Hannah i.s nqw ei~hty-five: How much ionger ~ :she be·abl~ to 

ove.r$.ee .. the· qar.e dfth¢ cem,etety'Where many members.of h~ ••Y ar~.bui;ied? Her, 

father wa.s the last.Tew in her .farmly. S-he grewtl.p M.ethodjst and is.now Cath,o1ic .. Her 

children and grandchildren have;no memories or-att-aclunenl.s to tl,ie n0w..:d.efiinct Jewt$b 

community. Will they care for t11~ ·cem¢ter:y after their rt1other? ~t will happen to all 

{){'the corrununity,and family artita.cts.that HaMah eolfect~d·over the years? 

From.Donaldsonville tQ Gamon±o Op,efo~.sas and Le~t¢onand Woodville, .tlus is a; 

seti9us. i$sue.. Who wi:0 look after the:wa,ves qfthe rew.$ Qfthese places afl~r the last 

res'ident.Je.ws:or .eatetakers are••gone? J.,ook:ing•at the,tast stu.di~s presen~ed t0 this poiiltt. 

one can· al~ys ho_pe. After ·all, even in. QS.yka and Summit1 where·the·-eem.eterl~ were 

a
. b. · d .:.. .;a -c. . . . am·\•ed "'n· th·e· scene, who worked to provide the care · · an. oncu iorm~y years~. some · v, . "'- · · · - - · -

these cemeteries needed. 
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.Some of the stones of cemet , ab· d ·· .. . .. · · · · · , ery · , cm ,onment had unhappy.. resol~d.Q..nJ: The. 

Jewish cernet~ry of Satattia :stands· in ti..e ·rru'ddte· ""f·a field r.- · fr. . t 1r·· t &. · .w• . · "' . 1ar -om own.. no i.or a 

¢hance enco~,nter QY hunters who·.cont~cted Rabbi Biinholz ,af Te,mple Bet~. Israel in 

J acks0;n, Mi_s,si&sipp.~ there W~s; a hlgb. probab-ilit)' that 'these graves would have been 

furgot.ten.'
43 

The '~emetery,in Biloxi, Mississippi was abandoned :wbeyt the mem,ber-s of 

tfte community fha:t established it drQted away to larger ·southern dties ~e New Odeans 

and HOU$ton. ''Ignored and unused th~ oid,Jewish.-ciemetefy gpaduaUr became.a 

• forg()ftei.t plJ-ge ·of Blfo,µ histpcy. "~ This cemetery was more than forgotteµ, it was 

·era.sed:~ "The ~ctual J~wi~b..cern.et¢ty isimore difltcuitto flndand.almost impossible to. 

d·efine it.s iimits: Encroached upoh and:cover.edby-buildings, most ofi.ts gravestohes 

removed over· the. years ... :otuy •a surveyor co.aid nnw: establish its four ,sides. ,,;i,.s 

The cemetery-in Grand Gulf, :Mississippi has: Jikewise'bee.n destroyed over th.e 

years. It:athet than. disappearing wi'th the ·encroachment of the city, this cetneteyy was 

affected QY the: disappeai:ance of the city. Grand Gulf was a blossoming Mississippi 

River po.rt in the ~Jy nineteenth Qentaty. In fact; "until 18 S.O Grand G1.1lf distri.\nited 

more·.-e<ltt-on than any ot~~r city, in ·Mississippi,. m<Sludiog Natch~z and Vk~b_ur~-"
46 

Begumirrg 111 the 'late l SJ()s, Grand w}f suffered. a series of d:isa.s«.o.us-setbaoks whichJ)ot 

only :slowed ifs ,growth, but· 1ed to it$--demise, Fit.st; there was. i :stea.qiboat ·explosipn 

hi h d · · tl ·t·,. d·· ck fa,,.ill:.tx· ,,._8 Then· ·"'-ere were-stomtS with tqm_adoes and yellpw w ~ estreye i:., · o: ,,;, ,, · •. . 1.1 , • - · · 
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fever epidemics. Finally ''th . · ·. . ·d'· · 
, .. i · t worst · isast~r @me between 13'~'5 and 1$6_0. The 

Mississippi River~ consta11tly meandering b"'fore :~s 1..: .. ~ . . _. . ·b ilt.. 1;.-:,a:. d . . . d 
"' . • n ~•~es were u , sume. ea;stwar at 

Grand Gulf ~roding aw:iy 'fifty-five ofthe ·cjty's S'-""'""n·ty. ..i._. bl ks·· th 047 
,1 ,...,,y,.., ~uuee OG 10- ose ye,ars. 

T@sspelled doomforthe di1v : whlc'li· bu th ... ·c·1· • .;1 War·· .,..,asJ·· ~ ·1.e11 ·r·• ... ·rc·•. .·If · - ~v,, , . u .., - ~..,, vu · n U~~ ,a Sn . 0 J1,,31 _Orm~r ·Se . 

The Jews· and all' the residents ofGrand Gtllfseattered tlirougt:i.out the South and \lie 

couatry.. While the ,commllliity cernet~cy was .in dose Ju~ty to tfle Civil War forfs. 

positionetJ oh the site of Grand Gulf, the Jewish cemetery was further away,, Over•time 

the land that the ¢em:etecy ·$at 1:1p0n b~am,e private _pre_perty- and' the :owners did not know 

9f t.he cemeteiy.s: existence. After y~s ·ofuntr~ated :weathering and' -:v,and'illism aimost all 

of the monuments ha.ye .been braken,andretno¥~ from,their origibal :place. In bu.th 

Grand Gulf-and Biloxi it· is possible to see'tbe frggments,·of~me ·of the headstones. 

Some burials can: be .accounted for, but how m,any ston~, and b4rial sites· have been .lQSt 

over time? 'These· are so.me, oftht:rworst-cjt'Se sc~na,rios fot Jewish ·cemetene$'. This is 

what tlie cem¢tery catetakers ofDonal<isonvilleor· $t. l<ran_ci~e fear will happen ~o the 

c~~teries a,nd the memories, of tbose·buri® tfo~re~. 

There are two .part:$ to the:att of ,cemetety caretalcipg { ~parate-even from 

colle.c.ting the histQcy ofthe Jewish community jnvolved): _physi~al c~e iµid fund rais!hg; 

First, one has t.o ,arrange for the physical rnaint~n~ce of-th~·cemetery: mowing, the gt$-s, 

t rimmin,g bushes and tree~, caru)g for headstonf;~, and :monuments, maquainiilg fencing. 

Man.y. ofthe ceme.terie-s art} att~cbed ol' pan ·~fa larger ·commmuty cemetery, In the~e 

.. . .h ..... ·t--·l.. _ , .f the community cemetery take car~ oftliis kind af maintenance., .cases, t e care clA.ers o ... . , . . .. . . 

·Tw·, . d · . . . -. • .. h . ~ssi·ty c.0· r a· renreyentative for the Jewish cemetery seoti6n, s oes pot negate t e nee.. u If · · · • . . 

E _1 . lik. N h . ~-,i c· ..... t"'"' whoseJewish cenieteries •atep.art of the ven p ~aces · e . 'ate ez ctUM . 00. "''" ·· · · 
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c.omrnu:nify cemetery~ neefd'-a.:per.Sort to . ,4 . d . ;. · _ .. . _ . . . . 
· a..,~ ~s ~ . v:oeate ,fo,r the, mamt.enaoce e.f the. Jewish 

graves. The Jewish cemeteries in th . 1: . · · . .. . -. ·· - ese ,p a~es.~still need .som.eone to .k,ee_p, ~n.,eye on tlie 

graves and 'the phy~tcal pl~t and ,go ,to those who manag~ the cernetezy if there is,,a 

prob.lem·or a letdowu··in c_are. 

The s~eonrl tesporisioility .qfthe caretaker is;r-aising mo.-i,ey.for ihe care. The costs 

of,cemeter:y •eat& taking cm add \IP guickty. In his letter to DonaldsQnvillets Bikur 

.Sholim Trost and ,Care Furi~ su-pp9rt~rs~ lrying Birnbaum estimate~ (hat .it would cost 

approximately $7; 500 a ¥ear tQ maintain the cemetery~. in order to pay for these 

e~enses r~gul(U'Jy, a"cemetery trust fund. would need, approximateiy $200, 0(10,. earning, 

be,twe~n 3 :~d 5 ·per,c:ent in simple interest. Many ·eemetel! caretakers do not have •access 

to-·this ,amount of rt1011ey: For ·e~ampief iniBastto.p:Ron,i'sr-ael' c'oinrfi'entedthat thete was 

enough.money fuF mowingthe:irass and. trimming.hedgesl But ·not for repairing damaged 

or fallen monuments ot for repairing the falling fencu:i~. As be: sa,itL "there js n~ money lo 

take, oare of tb.e cernetety the-way it .should 'be. "~9 B'nai Sholom ~em~er.y in B'a,:$.t't;o.p is 

n.ot. alon~ is, this· p,r.edic.l;llilex:it A number of ce.roet:erie.s in· this stiaJ(iy bad oply a; few 

hundred to,aJew thoJJsa,;Id doUai:s avmlablefortheir t are. Caretakers-were p~ying f0r 

. d .~ ,,, d·1· d . ,4.; . S.O maintenance out of.their 0wn pockets an 'u@tn.pe.no c . ,pn_aµons. 

,Ali •.ofthiS:; of.co.ur,se,. is no~ a new problem. Eaih time:,a caretaker ages, gets 

sitk;, ot contemplates moving, tbe,y a~k,. '"Who will ·~are fQ.r ihe CeJl!et~?-" They fear that 

n. · ... ,.:11 -. /:'. · · d' t"' take· .,..,.,.e· of the ·pl.ly· sical ·plant of the cemetenr and that there o Oil~ Wlll co.me 1orwar "' · .· ~ . . .u · · , . · · w · · 

,,.,.·11 b . · ··1:..·i.1 t , c· ·o·· ·mrtle.te this task Tber.e is, alw.a;ys the hope-that another 
vv,~ '. e no money ava) ave 0. .... t 

T . . l, •. h J . .., h· "OOts·) -o.YeS to town and hc!,S an iritere·st in Jewish ..1ew ·<or soi,neqne w.t ewis ,, ·.. . u• , · 
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cemeterie.s~ 'th~ communities. of this stud h · . ·. • .;,.;I . · · . 

· · • Y ave mw ~Y amt1-\ll oftbese. responses to 

find the ne-m gene:tation of caretakers. 

Many 0.f thtsete~ponses are predicated ori tuc1r -e ... :a: th ·,..1:.+ • · b · h 
. · • • • "<?. uuwng . e no.1•• person an e ng t. 

tlpi.~ How Jong 'before that Ille~ ~ms. out? On the horizon th~re is ct r~po:ns~ that will 

provide ·a sa::fet:y net,for those ·car.etakers who .. ar,e. not .able to find c,. replaeement or do npt 

·ev~n want to ~ng~ge in the ~xereis.tt. fil'i1ddition to 'pte:serving tb,~lust9ry of.small town 

Jewish comn;umit'ie:s. tl:te Museum of the ·Southern Jewi$h Ew~enee sees -~ role for 'it~elf 

in the care of cemeteries,.and congtega:tiona:l b11ildirtg~ wpose Jewish community has 

dissolved or is in the pro.cess ofdissolutfon. 

As .Je\ts ills.appear froln smatl,to,v.nsthrougbout tlte South, synagogv.~ an.1tcemet¢rie_s· 
faE:e ~ · une~tr~, °::1tur.e. When:all the I.titii1o¢~ ~ :g{llj~; who wiU ~~P" tJle·t~mpI: ~ 
b.unu.ng, 'Say Klidtlish,: and care.{Q.J: the gr-aves? The li:1$Utute of Southern Jew.i$h Life, · 
sav~s liistorlc· synagQtu~s and:~m~tefie$ from demo.lition or negl~l 'by wo~king-il) 
paitneislup· with decltning congrMatioo~to cr~te· "living wj])s" ,for-their bnililing_~ and 
tiust funds for th~ir <:euie~¢ri~s. Wfih t.lie.se ~ffoJJ;s~ a _s01,ithetn'Je~sh presence will 
remain ,for· gen~talions to• co~.;. ~-1 

lo t~rms of th·e cemeteries .of'these e0.'11lli1Uni:tie$, . the plan of the. Mu~:eum·is tp 

create a. "Super Trust Fund .. '.' This fund will pooUiU.-avaiJable caretalcing monies· so that 

the limited resourees will go a lo~gef wa;y.. The Mus,eutn will em.ploy local or regional. 

·omb'udsmen 'to .oversee each c,em~tecy. The ombudsman wo.uld f\ave ~ess·to the money 

·rtom the trust futld to maintain tb, physical plant ef the cemete,:y. 1n the ease of Jewish 

s~ons which.are part ofa wider city-cemetery.,, the ombu9sm.an would act a$ the 

advo:~te:fQi theJ~w.is:h ·atea··with the eepietery .caretaker. PP 

·eo · .• . . ., l E-rience has'e~ded berond the Museum to beq)me the 
· The MuseUD1.cof the SouQiern Jewts 1 "'r • · . ·· · · · · 

1nstitu_ te of S~uthem Jewish Life. .• . Uru"'ted·"'tates The C,,...,mis.sion foi; the Preservation of PP' , . • · · • . • ··' ilJ.e•western .. ~ . , =u ··· · · · ·. · 
. .. Tl;ier:e j_s 3 m.od~l fc;;r thl$ struGtlJtClP. . . .·. omi~r . old rusn comrmuutres. For ffil:)fC,,information -~ 
,Ptoi;ie¢r Cem~~ries tak~s care_ ~f ceme.!e_nes 0[,f;meleri~sof the 'f.!oliflirrt(a (;old Ru$.h, (B~lcley, CA: Jqdab 
Su~~orris, ¥l Trave./er's GuFde. tQ,Proneer · 
Magn~ ~91U. 1,99-6). 
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Tms·plan has ye.t to come to fruiti ... r; • . •1 . . • . . , ._. . .. _ 
· · · · · on, 1t lS. ·sti. l 111. tfs· theoretical &nd p(~ruµng 

·stages, While there have. been discQssions between ·d··· • 1. ·•· • · - . ·. . .. . . · · · · .. · some .1sso vmg congreg_at1qn&_<.and 

the Muse~ .no one ha:s signed on and liQ arra. ng·em"ntb h· a:•·f ''b, . . ' - . d. C. th e . . . ... v .. "~ ,vt een ma e .1or e ..,,uper 

Trust fund or the ombudsmen .. hi a,tecent interview, MaQy ·f{an explained that the pl;ui 

qr c~metery care is, a Low Priority.f(}r the Museu!)l. As Bart stated, "the: cemeteries ate. 

not going anyWb:ere." H.is ,e:oncem, is.for tbe Judaica, Torah scrolls; hooks, furniture,. 

memorial plaqoes{etc. that !aTe'itlth~ oongre,gati()nal b.uUding$ ·ordiS$JM.ng 

·communities. A gertera:ti•ort agQ, he atteJ11p:t_ed ,to collect thes.e artifacts.of. iewi.sb. 

.¢Qrim;lunij life after the fact ofdissqluti<m. Now, through the Museµ~ . he ~s the 

c-;>.pportu.ruty to do thi_s bef<;ire these it~s disappear into oJo:setS:, antique stores, churches.; 

a11d second~hand st9.r.es;. Afte.r th.e M\lseum.has develo,ped a protoco_l and resourc.es: to 

c~e fo.r tile· ,congregational buildings· an~ thefr conten:ts, it will be-able to turn assfst 

cemeteries.~~ 

The Museum's Super Trust Fund ~ . not the pnly pr.oposed·o~itti9:nal response 

·fo the issue· offindin$ the ne~ generatio.p, of cemetety·,caretakefS'. Ar some· ,pom.t before 

1_9$'s,9-Q •s.om~one dre;W up a "Proposal to Pi;eseJVe the Jewish cemetery in Donaldson\!ille, 

LA. •i~3· What. is in this •prop.osal? A fund woulJ pe established 'by t1ie Jewish Endowment 

F · .. d .. · •· • 1 b - ~o-ed by the "''r.ew Orleans'.Rahbiniga.1 Coun¢il and' the "Helrrew Rest . oun atton •O .e man""t:I . .· · .... .l'I' · ·· - · 

,A:- Rltit ·u . 'tt ... ,..., . c.,,.m ~m··s fu' nA.· the rabbinical o.oun~il would annually bring a. -~Sll·. · Sllle; mouey n .v . "~ · .. u; · · 

.. . · . • · . ·d fr · -r..i:cew·· Orleans to Donaldsonville. ''Th~ purpose :group ◊f sev~ntb or eighth gra eFS .9m .n,• . - . 

0-r· :iiL • .•
1 

. t h· . t'·he Id . . d., •help clean and .maintain. the cemetery•, let them see the 
, u1e VlS:1 1S O" aye · ·· ~ , · · 
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-cerneiery and learn ab.0tlt a .small Jewish 00 . . , . .. -~ . . . . , 
mmyrutY, and give them 1d~.as ·.to th~ Te-wish 

values and re_spo.nsibilit'ies~ 11 

What 1s atttilctive about thls r.i . , sal? ·· · · · rropo · · Tbe.fust asp:ect ofthi.s:ptoposaj that m$s, 

it pla'(fsible is:its co.n~ept. ofjoint funding•. Thefu d . . :I'-.· . hi :··· . . .. . . _ . . ,· . n mg 1or t s pr~ will be. shared ~y; 

~-nu,i:nber of orynizations. which wouia benefit.from this. relationship .. The N~w Orleans 

Jewish c.mnrnunitythat would i:lstHhe e~p:erienc.e to teach its. young ptople the Jewish 

value ef:.zachot hamet wo.uld be respcm,sibte for _part.of\the tn()ney, 'fhe.'~metecy·fn'lst 

fund which would receive free ~jntenane~ -once·or twice .a year as-well as,the:attentian 

of a live ·commµnity contributini its·:sbare. ·.'.41 .. a:ddit'ion,· t;u'gamzations from 

Donaldsonville, wt,qch wo1.,1ld benefit hy having,~ -maintained, ~rnetery an.d a, c-ortstant 

retllfuder of the Jewish·cornmunity~ that oont'obut~.d to the fo1,mdati00 -of' the e1ty·; would, 

pi:o.:vide some funds" Ne (i>ne: .constitue.ney is left to b~ar, th~ eJitlre:'burden, 

The . .second positive attribute . .of this· pr,oposal-i& .its 'f.ocu_s on the inv<>lveDJent of 

.youth. The_r¢. ~e a numl>er of txamples: of'tbe:p,ositive efte~( young ueoplefe1t ·from tni;; 

work ,ofhi$;torlqal. a,nd commµnal p1"eservation, }'.Of, many years' c~p~rs .from Hem:y s. 

Jactxbs Car.np hav:e cleaned up cem'ettrie_s-wbose: cornmuni;ties no lo-qg~r exist or.cJ,re able 

to take. ea.Fe •of them.:,O-v.er the years there have been trips 'to G;ra:nd· GuH: Summit, O~yk~ 

and Claiborne~ AL .. ;ss On these..fi~d werk n,ps .campers ha:ve cleaned a,way brush,. 

trans~bed <\Ild taken headstone nibbings, and repaired fencing. To ad~ition, Gampers 

hav¢ .te-axned abotit the community ~nal establi:sh~ the· cemetery and nave held a 

m .'. ....:nl • . . ofr·em•emb""--'ng" th' e.d .... d. Jactibs Camp is not alone. in this em.Ou~ SCM.ce as a wer,y · 11 ~ • "'"' ,....., . 

d As 
..:1... .· •,. t·h .. , •groupers &·om iuetame., LoU1siana.go regularly ·to Osyka eu ... eavot. . seen ®ov.e, y.,,.u . · · : . · · · ,!Y~ . 

n .. · c· ... and'Trust'Fund?· lf Gaston l:{i:rsth wrote (pr had a rote in tlle 
- ls this t:qe ~ikur $hotim .. Ce.met,ry · are: . ?, · · ·· · 

writing) ~ -document, why '.i~ the name. diff~rnn, ' 
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.to ca.r,e for the .Gierman cemetery R · · 1· . . . . · · 
· · ·· · ecen1, Y •. members, l>fthe youth .gi:oup fro.m Temple 

Beth Israel in J:aakson,Mississin'rii :went fo hel ;;.,.,.· .c.• th -,· • ... .1.L_ 
· · - t',t" · '. . . P .:.we 1or . e ..cemetery m Broo)'Ji.a.ven. 

They cleared some bra.n,ch.e.s· and bushes, but mahity they transcribed the h~a4stqqes of 

Umt 0emetery, crea,ting aa:1:1p-10-dite m~p· !rt'burials there, 5-4 Through tl)i's w~fk these 

yo-qngpeopl~ ,bridge the .gap between gsme_ration.s, linkin~:themselves to many 

g~netati()as of so.uthem. Jew$. Tb'ey develop a sense of.•histc.ry and a sense of 

responsibility. If tbey\do not step forward to. ca:re for thes'e c.emeteri.es,. there is a ,e~nce 

no one-,will. 

:This: prqposal does have.its drawbacks, the taf.gest befog the faet'that:it w-0ulcl he; 

hara to 1f~pUo.at~ th;s prqgi:am for a large, number oi the· cemeteri~s studied h~re. Why? 

The-shifting demo~apruc;s o(;southem,Jewish. life m.e~thAt thet~ are mQre cemeterie$ 

than communi,cies.with ·youn~pe0.ple! New Od~ Bat-Qnlloug~; Ja~ks.o,n, an~ 

Memphis are tlie. only cities•w.ith a si~inQant P.Y.~.b-~r Qf yoµng· p~:ple who could 

tJatticipate: in this type of program antl are clt1se e.opugh geographically to make this a 

tegµlw ·one-clay progpun:,: There. are:,not enou,,gh y<;mng peqple within a close enough 

prqximlty to.. care for all ofthe cemeterie&ip this r.egio~ which could benefit from their 

attention. 

.. . . A ~ •.i;- V ss . - . ·•. . . •,· . . """ . d in ' UIA , · The description ofthis top,cau tie foun P · · 
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t Irt' ,_ . •~-...A- . . J.ef,Vlew Wl_u_t 1vu__ ~O.qpt,. .a:1hlrd generation . . . -2 Cpnni~Piiest, ·"B_a_s'trep,'s Jewish Cemet . . Slon~tter an.~mo.Qµm~ntmaket, 1/16/02 
p::~ursday F~b';'!acy ??,W-9:7);, 5, ery ~-<l R.e.co.tif offfisLo_r:y-

11 
Bas'frqp fla,}.:l)aily Eilter,ptise:. 

; Fle,!d studyJ~p· ro W~blngttm,, LA 112oio1 
i5 . .Ft~ld. ~tudy ~p· tQ, ~ant00, MS .. 8/Uto t 
6 fpt~f'\'!C.~v w1Ui David Feldni~ 7lf1(.0l and Bob.Fortenbeny 817101 
1 

~.«i~. fron-. ~qb Forte?~ffY to Da\ad FeldJna.Q S/iS/Ol·~nd •.--. , : . . . . . . . , . . .. . 
Interview \v.tth. clerks lO eiro n,.,.n , . . 'ffi c• _ • .,, • • 11U.eMeWwith Bob_ Fortenberr-y 8/7./01 . . . · . , . ... . -· . ..,.u.._agerso ceof1azoo.City:Thisce·"""'"ni's _,. ..... edby·-· ,,..~ ·'" lnanager's Qffi~e, · - - · · · · ·'""~"•.:r 1 tnarulg! . · wci ,city 

8 An Ainetican Jewish Archivescn""1Plf•incf ~- tt 1.,_, · . -'W' .·· -· -· . · . 7, , • • -:-:~J'. -'~l~ \at ,vuuam M KlausJwho ~ .and was b~ed i.o 
_ · ash~ns,op July I~, 11~3) re~dcd m W!1$fifngton at leastas:late-as 19.80 . . Amenean,iewi'sh.Arduves 
Siµvey ~Qmple~~d by Min'a;ll\' M,aeI<la!.lSApril .i, 198(); [AJA]. , '. - .... , . -
9 U,.terview witb Aileen Dampf'7/2~/0 L · ·· 
10 lnt~rvi~w with Peg~· Marx (her, husband '9enryis a-d,..;,...;;~;,.n1· oftl' te l;'~~~"l.-·,.- .t',.ma• 'b ~ ~ , , . . .- . . -- .. . _ _,_~ - . . ...,,.,.,..,'-W . l'f""-1J.Lll4lLA<UllllY w ose~onner 
store is sull _ ma!ked m 'Port Gibson) ·'l,/5/02~ oo(l fnteMe,v-with ,Joan :aeaseiy head of chamber of ~- · 
:commerce 87 J/0 t. ' · · 
n ln!en~ew \\l~l,1' Annelies·Ohlmeyer Martiµei·6}f?ZOI and Beruy,Lioby'7111/0L 
i:a,In:ter:v1ew wdh fr.a I<au,fman 1111Q2. 
13 

!nteivfow '\vith D;nri'd Feldm;ll1 7/17/0 I .. Mr. Fijdm~ na-s.picture$ Qf,tb,e WQf);,done by ·th~ .campet:sfulm 
Hem:y $, Jat0bs Camp, 
~; Pries~ . ''.Bas~p's .Tewjsh Cemete.l)' is all~rd o~l:li_story'!., 

16
lrite_~e'Ys_ ~'l~ Morton Levy.and Ron ls~el 1/17/-0l. _ 

·· Aut001osra,plueal sta:te!Dent by Gaston Hl.tSCh. To bed~sited in 1he JaooJj Rader Marcus Cent~r for 
A.inerie,an Jewish Ar.dhiv,es, Ci.qebmJtti, Ohio. Hereafte, Tb be depositecU\JA. · 
17 Ze'ev Cbafets. M~nfbers pfthe'Tribi On the.!Jfoiid:•in Jewish America {Toronto: ffanfalil Boo~. 1988), 
_15.. -
t_
8 :Minutes o.rthe .meeting of Bikut Cholirit Congr.egatfon ,1 t/14/1.954. To be deposited AJA 

1~-Claire -Pmieky, "Down the Bayou: Ometery,'' times-flcg)lt,Jtze;, New Qrledfls,. La •. (SJmday '.Ili.onting, May 
:JO 1976).. 14A. ~ -
~
0 Undaf~d letter from Gaston Httsch to c.on~tned partj~ _on behalf <ff the '.Bikur ·shoihn Cemetery, tnist afl<l 

Cate.Fund. To be deposited AJA. {Ii ~s Jet,:er he says:heluts·~for tqe ~etecy for 26.years <P,ld bels 
78.ye;a:rs old. Gaston filrseh died iil l9j4' a,t·theagtHif85., (Femei, V'ic1ci. {7/15/19~4~ ·11c.einetecy':s 
~dvbQate.to rest there'' ''The~oe'ilte, l3at~nRouge; LA- This ~ould daie Gaston Hirsch"s sticcess'ion of 
David Bloch as caretaker to· 1961 :and the letter 19 T987. 
21 Vndated ·leltet.ftom &ton Hi;1;sc~ .. t()coo~r-n¢ patties on behhlf'ofthe Bili.wSholimC~m.eteiy·tmstand 
Care Fund, r0, t,e dep,osired .;,\J A .. 
22 Pune~ 1100,vn fu~,Bayou: ·cein~tecy". . - . . . - . 
u \(atipusJetters from Gaston Rusch to Supporters of-the Bilrur Sh~Um e.emetery Ti:tl$t ~~·~J'und., 
~,4 B'ikut Shotim ·c-tmttezy Trost an.d ()re Fu.nd.Le.tte: fi'Qm Trvin_g Bi.rn~aum ~o friep.d.. :nus le!fer ~ -a 
teqµest for assistan~ in,findhrg qeseendants,ani:l family- n,iemoors of .those buned ,in th~ B.ikuf ~~lim 
pemetezy; To beqep¢$ited AJ~- . 
25 fn.teryiewwith Hann-ah Wood 7/17/1:IL 
·t~ lnteme:w witl1 Frank.Ricks Ill 7/14/0L _ . . 
~7 ~~.ow, O.ltaig. ·~on&"'Forgofteo cem~tezy hoJ~:piece of area's history," £Jaily Star Haminohd. 
Loui~•, (8/J/2000,) . - •"'· . .. or· th Jett . · ;:i: .. .. 1· ~8 Letter.fu:>m-Lyn Decarea~ <iared JanuaJY J, 1986. A·~ote af ~e top _e _ er m_weafes ·.an,eat 1er 
'V~rsion of this ,lefter was se_nt on January 1 •. 1985 aton_g with 2~ pictures. To,be depPSlt.ed ,t\JA. 
'19 Gbal~, Ghlt NM)R iilewish history ,un,c;ove.red: Gates of P'!yer ~o,uth Group. e~ l.lP ~ ~bandon~i 
_J~:wish ceme,er:yfo Osylca" Jewish JVewsNew-Orleans . .Jnte.~with.Marty Wat~CS/18101 
~
0·1ntcrnew -~ ~ ' Wiitelman 6.118/01. 

11 In · ' th. Frank n.•"'1• ID· · ·. temewm_ . . Ntw-s . 
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32 To,terview with kui¢lles Qlilme-yer. M . .• . ·. . ,, . . 
J)\td.tey, Fari:iler 618101. . a:rtmez ?/IWQl,. Da'Vid Feldman 7/.l7 tO 1, ,Jhfing Bi.mb.aum r:J/19/01, 
3s- Ga11' Naron Cbafe\v.: "·Te · h h. • · ·• ·-··- . . ·' "' W:•~ istory uncovered· Gates f"' . . .. ·-..'I". . . . . 
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' •.. · · • r uu sw 
. ·, . . ·. . · .. , • ~ ':;, l ,7-! ,1 _ue1raw~ the E.\i:etuti:v.e DJ.Iect . ·pi.,· ·w .. ;11,-; .. ;.,._ /"'., .· .•. Museum ·and. the Woodville Ci'wc 1;1 1.,. I. . · · · ' • - or :O ute, u,µ,~I\ ,.,,.ounty . _ . . ""'u\il, ttc. 
'
35 ealdelro, ''F\:,re,vord." . 
36 . · . ' • ' . . .- :· . ' · 

37 
{nte~.ew ,~tb Joai:i 13C}asely president o.fthe·Cmmber,of'Com.merceJVJJ01. 

JS J ~te!,Vl~·W 'tYil;h ~stell~_ P&~~t ·~~ J?ot'!!)jhj Si~gal 6/20/01. . 
V Js1t and lntemnew)vith _Damd' Feldh1a11 T/171.0:1. 

''3
9 Chafets, M~n,h-er.s q/1he tribe; 11. · · 

40 'Ib''d 12 . . 1 •'t · .• 

:: F,rom 1vfuse,.w.n of,$o~eJD Jewi~~e~wti~ite; www. rnsje,org 2/18102 
~hafets, li{~mbers qf the _Tribe; 15. 

43 Ittt~rv'ie\v.•witll Rab.bi 'Richard:Bimho1z 12/20101. 
'
4

4
~ ~~ 'ttiomps_Qn, ''Tb~·Disap~11g, i~wi~. ~meterf' t~, Da_il51.fferaid-(BilQxi,;, Misaj;ssippi) 09.57,). 
~ loiu. 

'46 Ke'nneth lloss.Hoffman,, "~ smatl t~ So~iliem Jewish ~rience:•'P~rt Gibso~ Missi~ippi a c,ase, 
,si.udx.." (Master':& Thesis Tulane.UruveFSitf,; lM)}, ·s,_ 
47 Ibid., ·9. Also see ()<imphlet from Grand· Gulf'Militiuy Monument.. 
,fS Letter from Irving Birnbaum fo.suppcJrters"ofBikuf Sholim 1:rust·arid Gare Fun~. dl'lfo'd July :f~ , 199..9 .. 
Mf. J;Jlm~aum·estirii~l~ Uia( the normal yearly expenses would b:e$1.4QO fo{Jllililitenari~:dflhe grpuntts,. 
• S-1 ,500+ fur .grave and Jieadsfone mainteruince, and $'I ;5.00+ fd(misce.Jlanepus m:unfenance @d tepa:1r~ In 
addiiion, there •areoccasi0:nal eidra e*~nses like repairs tosthe ~gbt.i.con fence,, tQ be c;lepo&ited NA. 
49'Intcrti.ew \\1th Ron Israel rtl7LOZ. 
$.\:i Interview'with Hannali Wood 7/17/.0tand DavidF.eldman 7111/0L 
51 From Museum ·dfSoutbem Jewish ~ricnee we~sile: www.,-msje.org ilfS/(12 
~

2
' h:tten-iew with Macy Harl 1/28£02. , . . . .. . . . . 

s;;Propo~ to·Preserv.e theJew.is.b.Cemetery DonaldSPnvtlle., LA dated Octeber. l-8, l-9.a8 Henry S. Jacobs 
½amp. To .be deposited AJA. _ 
5
" Interview with Dr .. Stephen I:.iv~~ 1(1'5/02 
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Epilo.gQe 

~owiqg up as·aJewin Mississippi led 'to many in.t~resting eX}ferienooit Summers, 

were spent at Herny S. Jacobs; G~ in Utiea; at, p4blic.:sc.h~Ql I .e;Xplained Jewish 

b'oli4ays t9 non-fe\Vish <;fassmates~ my broth~J.i five ~foµr fi:iendsi .ana I were featured in 

ih~,Jackson ,pap~r as we .served .as the "shofat ~lo:wer.s· for Te1,11ple Beth.lsr,ael. The.re is; 

however; gne memory that sticks out from among other~. It was a: ''field trip·'1 my ,f~y 

took when I was about eight y.ears,old to.a place.m central_.Mississip,l,"ii called Satartia. T 

did not know·rnuch lreyond tbe,,strange name of this place. I knew there was- sQ~ethiQg. 

special there,; but was no.t sunn vnat to expect;. As·we. left th~ 1nter$t~te·,antl hea<jed opt© 

smaller c:ountty reads similar to the ones-we ,took on our,, way to Jacobs Ca,tnp. rlfY fa,the.t 

suddenly, ,pidled off the.toad· iii the middie .of nowhere .. He. looketl a:Ksome notes .and said, 

"I think this is it.''· There was notmqg, around, just bills and trees and grass and. an ·enwty 

roa.d. We tO'ok a couple of cafu'eras and started to hike. into the. woods . .i knew.we·wete 

k;>oki:qg (dt Satartia-and wondered why we ceuldrt'.t drive the flnai stretch. In a cleanng 

oflong'.gr~MUld'btanehes,and debris ·.all around wer.e tombstones .. Tins was Sat~a: .. 

Tuer-e, in the niiddle ·Qf,nowhere.; in a dearitig in th~'WQ·ods, was a Jewish cemetery. Wt 

spent tb.e: aftemoon walkiiig around, cleaning up the area. and try.in~ to make oat the 

Hebrew, wer<ls •'on the ll,adstones. 

Those tew :hours in. the Jewish c-errtetety of Satarti~ left me withJri~y questipru,;,. 
-·,· . "· . 

W'h,y was tflete a cemetery in the tnitldle,of nowhere?' Why were the Jews'buried 'in this 

1>laQe? Why were;people t,Qried. here and then forgo«en?· 

Now a~, :we ,cQ.nclude tfils. stµdy of the.,cemeteries df extinct anct nearly dissolved 

communities in Mississippi and TuQuisi'an~ we h~ve s;qme a.riswe,rs to these questions'. We 
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ha;v.~ seen how Central and Eil$t Burop·. ean Jeu•,;s•h .inimi nt . · d · th·· ·s· - . "" . ... •· . ..,,. • ._.._..gra_ s ~ve , in e, .. outu 

through the. rnid~niheteenth and eady, twentieth centurje~. -searehlQg, for political and 

religious :freedom as well as ecoaomi'c op· norturufo· The im-io,,;ant .1:. - • · ·· ed · t · 
.. · , · · · . ti' · •~ , · ~ .•u.a.ue,.•' .. . :S \1/.lll:] JOl;U'n.ey · · Ul 0, 

the Deep South found towns and villag~: eagerfor these· peddlers and merchants. They 

helped their .new hometowns grow and· prosper even as th~y made a better life fof 

tnems:eJves. Whe.n faced :with tbe:death of:afell6w Jewi ot when they had~ de.sire tQ 

eQ;g~ge in Jew.i$,h aetivitie$ ~'Uch as holiday .0.tiservance.or religious education, th~ Jews of 

th~se towns qametQge~her to.foon CQ.m.munit-ies. 

Many p~ple cam.e; &etded1 and lived.their lives in tb.ese towns. Eventually it was 

nec.e~sary to establi-sh, a,,c~met~ry. Over the years~ some members of these eonunlinitie.s 

~es-ponded to changes -m '.ec.enomic. oppertunity or experftnQed a shift in thtir own 

e.conornic, educational;. social. , or .reUgfoiusrneecis by leaving theu-· eolliIJluruty~ T.hese 

srnal.1, solttary corrununiti~· could suffer. onty.s,Q m_u~h attri:ti9n b~fore the integri'ty of the 

entite sotfununity coUaps.ed. Sometun~s this collapse. h,appened at 011ce"' but J.OOre oi;ten it 

occurred over a period-of many years. 1n either CJ~, .~e siw~tion w.a.s th~ s~e. While 

the tivi_qg Jewish presence had;disappeared, the leg~<q,' of that conunutiity~ espedally the 

cemetery, remained. The Ghalle.nge. W8:$ to eare for this ghystcaJ reminder ofthe_se 

commurifties,,and the people who .b'Uilt:th~in-. This, tJlesis -ackrt0wledg~s th~t the­

communities which became· extinct sudde~Iy w,ereJ~ss, suc-ce~s.:ful at m:aking··perpetual 

ca,re ~an~menfs for their, cemeteries thp.n thQse ·coDUJJU.Dities that dissolved slowly. 

Ultiinately. most of the cemeteries disc;us$~d this study ate qa.red for~ but the delay m the 

beginning qf care b'as i:esulted in the loss of portions pf Jhe bistory·,of some of these. 

~$)nunurutie~. 
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This -stµdyprovide!f.ins'i~~ into Ib9se whg ~ggled~th the issue$ of oom.mynit:y. 

dissolution .~nd e_emetety cate. For cortnnuoiH~ facing dissolution,, this thesis _C@ll 

l.ntrO'duee the. ,idea of !orig-term Ge)1'letery care after· ciissoluti'on attd'provrd·e examples·of 

htlw,e.ommunities in Mississippi and L<;>u.isiana re$,ponded. For individuals or 

.oommunities who discoverthe cemetery of a c.onmi);l.pity that ,no longer exists,. this· study 

ilh.1sttate'S the ~fops that a nµmb~r of peop,le took wben fa~d. with a. similar situation. The 

sto'tiesofLyn Dec.ateaux a.pd, ~stpn Ri.rs~b insp:ire,us to·~onsider whatwe can' do to ca.re 

fQT th.e-. memotj'.es df these k>st CQJ,IUill1nities. 

A study of eemeteries in Miss~$igpi and Loui$iana ptoYides msight hlto th~. 
- I , 

.history, ef~mall-to,wn, Jewish fife .in the: S~nnh. Asjd~ fr.om ·a,J:ew exceptions, the oasic 

needs ,o[histodcal and physical preserv~tion are be~~ fulfilled. Thes~ c¢mete.iies? :and 

the legacy ofth(r.comn.iunfries;:they cepres,ent, d:ema:n'd ro.ntinued atl~ntton intothe,tu.ture. 

" 
The future~ however, is full' p1,questi0.IUI1ark~. A;s the pcrol ·ofindivicJ.ual caretake.ri; 

shrinks,, new institutional· responses are. bef:llg g,r~a,.Jed .. ~Y of the~.eJuture end.eavq.i;s 

relate to the work of-the Mu.seum o.fthe 8Quthei:n-Jewish Experienee,. aJpng w.'i&ptojeets 

involving the young p.eople ·ot the region. Throutw Jhest": projec~,s these you are taking 

part in the .preservation of·their history, The future of the$e cemet~ries ~d how·their 

sifu.ation .telat~s· to the cemet-e.rles-of other sroa:ll--town J ~wish ,conuriiiriities across the 

.lJmJed States invites future. research. 
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Ap,pendb I 
T~bles 



T~J;>le 1: 
Timing of eemetery.·.estal51t~hrnenl and ·congr1;;gafi~11a1 formation 

C.ongregatiql'il Cemetery 
c'ity foundi'ng establishment 

' Ba~trop 
,B-erwicls 
·Bflaxi" 
Br9okhaven 
C,l_nto.n 

. Cl.arRsaale 
Oiinicn i 
[)on~Udsonville 
Franklin 
G'ral1d Gulf . 
Gre~nwood 
LaufeJ 
L~xingfon. 
Mbotic_~·u() 
Morgan City 
N~tj f:lez 
Natf llitoches 
Op~LQUS~S .!t 
Osyka 
'Plaquemine 
Port Gibson 
Satartia 
St~ Francis\tille/Bayou S,ara 
S~m.mil 

' WashiAgtdn 
W:oPdville 
Yazoo Citv• 

Louisiana 
Mis;sissippi 

1877 
Mo.-ga.n Clty-+: 
no ec:mgre,gatioo, 

1e~.• 
1877 
1899 

no congreoati.on. 
18,56· 

Morgan City* 
n'(j co~ore,oa,ion n/a 

'f897 n/a 
190,6 
1904 

. IJQ ~ri.greaauon : 
1871 
1$-1:5. 
187'1 
19,29 

1.8.tf.O~ 
1856 
1~5g 

n(j oon.aregatic;,fl•· 
1901 

no date nta 
Q.pelousai~ 

1.878' 
Ja¢kson. M~-

Fo'r sources ofthist data. ·s-ee ,Sp1Jrces for Jewish commu~~Y 
institulional lnf(irmation. after the Bibliogr-ar,hy; 
,; Jews from Franklin, Berwick, Wastii'tiglor:i and '(.~O()•'City 

b~.Lon,g·eq lo ep-ngrega(i<;>nS in inclieated cities. 
ri/a =not .availat,1e to research~r at the •time of wtiti'rig 

187(l' 
1.8'77 
18.SS 
1861_ 1,,2 
19:14 
f853 
18:§6 
1'854 

1.9--11 
1'904. 
18'48 

1'878 
1640 
1847 
18~9 
1878 
1866' 

1'871 
1-8'45 
1891 

1.86,7 
1.8_48 
1 es:1 



Buit(Jing art institufi0n with a pepufalion :of tQO 

Cit'f with J.ewi~h populatiQn Fo:rm a 
iess than 100 Gotrare·aalion? niffirr-;~~P~op~u~ia~U~on~,. gby~y!!e~·-a~r _,,,,... ___ _;· Cemetery 
Ef trap 

18 
1878 tff90. j'90S 18,Q,7 1'9211 .. 19$1. 1948 est1;tblished as i , • ·. 77 65 · · · · 40 29:· 39 18'78 

~rwi~ Mo'tgan City 
· n,.e 13 1877 Biloxi . no data 

1894 •· 1856 

C.linl:OIT 
Grand {StJlf 

Fra.nklifl 
Lc1ureJ 
l.;~xington 
Mon~icellp · 
~alcfiifol:}hes 

S~tarti~ 
Summit 

· Washi'i'tdton· 

. Yazoo City· 

7,8 
llQ 

Morgan City . . 3'1 
1906 

24 
· rio no data 

1'871 96 
56. 

nQ· 
7,8 

Opelousas 
·187.8 74 

. Jackson 44 

85 l) 
.. 

74 
.1i 

.so· 

11 

50 1861 

25 
65 
&A 

45. 

61 

1856, 

1854 

1'9l8 
f9'04 
1848 
1,847 

1878 

mid 1.850s?· 
1867 
18481 

1881 

r:C-:;;it7v. ·::-:w~h~h~· J~r:w~is~t'l..r:P;..::o,!!:.pu::.:l.=.at::.:'io~. n::,;1. ------+-~~-J...,--_;L_--+----1----I,-~ CemeJjry, 
of 1 o_o alter ¢:on:gr~gatio.nal f!)tmatron Popul~fion by,year ,est;,11:jJished 

P.la(iuemine 1ass &1 125 •132 55 :iasa 

.City with J_ewish pooul_ation Population bll ,year Cemet~ry 

great~r than 1 oo 1878 1,905 1907 1927 1~37 1948 established 

G'~nton '1877 1.5() 100 '108 8:5 187.2 

CU,tk$dc1Je, ·1a~ 41-2 280 1914 

Oon_aldson_vllf e 1:856 119 '35 80 1$ 1856 

Greenwood 1897 125 25-0 ·aoo 160 Ii/a 

Natcnez 1'845 J20 450 575" 151 125 1'.18 1-~.4Q, 

£'<;11t Gibson 185.9 109 ·171 15~ ·48 44 18'11 

.Ope)l)usas:,. 70 
< 75 60 1,869' 

1929 
§t, ~ranQiSVillef.Bayou Sara 

- 90 24 <1'0 1,891 
19Q'1 133 



C,ommuniHes-,with a cong-re_g~tion arid no, cemeteiy 
Populatio.n by year Bunal·~lace 1a1s 1905' 1907 t.~2i; 1,93z · 19.48 8qgalusa 100 ·ao. ·New drlearJs 

cfev1fland 30. 54 aso. Greenville" 
Tupelo & 14 200, Mempl;li~' - -

.a~ttlements w.tth Jewish P.P.PUl_ations·who ass.otiate--with' other communities 
·ass.QciatiQli · 1'8'78 1905 1901 · 1;927 1937 1i948 Burial Place r 

Hazethutst· _Jackson 37 24 . ·New Orleans - -
lhtliahola c,1evelaM 48 " .Greenville 
Leland Gt~·enville 24 Greenville ' . 

Comm 1lrjitjes-,thaf Ii ave a cemetery· 0.l(t ·a~oeiate -wii,h,-a: ~agrcga'tion i:n: an of her town 
ccing,regatibn~I 

. ' cemeJei:Y 
a$$:ecratio~ 1&.78 ums ·1-907 1927' 1.937 194.8 established 

B'erwiek. Mor.gen City 1)' 1877 
'Fr.ankl'in Morgan .City 31 .25 1.85.i 
Wa~hingQn OpelOUSclS· 1$67-
.Yazeo:city Jackson 4A ·- 61 1887 

1'11.ltri~r,s; tn• bold from Jacob· R. Manitis, T.Q Cot(t,J -ti: People 
N!imbers' in pfairi.Xext ffom Lee Sbai Weissbach/ 'The,J~msn Qomtt.iillllti~~,ofth~ .Unit® Sta,tes ··onc the 
Eve of Ma~ ~lg,ralioQ'' or L¢e. ~ha:i W.e-issbac~ ''.Dec1me udm.Age ofE~si,Qn". 



table.3: Cemetery P-rQximity. 

City .Fqun!:le(1i\ TranscrfQed Sfat¢ 
LA B'astro_p ~t:W-8 

Proximity 
1 separate. eerw.i¢k '18'7:7 :t adjacent 

CJioton "1850 .t adJac13nt-m Dc1'n--a·1asonvilre 1'856 ·t adjacent 
Ftank!ih 18J14. t With.in - Morg~n City 1878 t Within 
N;iGhifoches 1847' ,t ·s~19arate - .. . -

·Opelousas ·1,$9 t · adjacent 
Plaquemine 1856 . t adJ«ceot 
St F/aocisv.i.lle 1891 t sei>arate. 
Wa$hingt-0i'l' 1.8&7 t adja~nt< 

MS Biloxi, 185$ 
-

ser:>arate 
,Brqo~tiaven 1e6!1 f& w1thiri-e:m 
Canton 1812 ·t witllin-m 
Gl3rksdale 1914. t& witb1n 
Gra.od Gulf 'n/a separafe 
Gre~11WoC>d 11/a 
Laurei 1918 l W.:i.t~itHITi-
Le:l!(:ihgton 1904* I Wltflin-m 
M.Pnticello 1848' i witflin 
N.atG.hez 1~40 Withi_n 
O's.Yk-a 1'1378 :[ adjijcent 

Rort•Gibson. ·1ss-1 t 3dj-a~nt 
Su.mm.it n/a ,separ.at~ 
Sgtarfia 18'47 { Withi'n 

-
W.ootlville 1~48 t. ,fdiaeerit 
Yazoo-City l8:87_ l .\Njthin 

• a f~mily are.a fo:r the sontheim.er family:was started irf 1879 
.For. $Qurces o'f this data see Sof.itces for Jewish cooimlfnity 
institution'al information after the, afofiog~phy 
adjaceni-m=origioally ,adJacent"but has since .me.©.~-

tvp¢ of 
. cemetEtry 

.¢Hy 
· M'asenic 
religious 

:religio_u~ 
reliaious· 

r'etigidus 

cify 
city 

... 
citv 
Oddfe1IO. ws 

Catholic 
reliaious 

family 
reliaious 



Table 4: 

cemetery: established 

Congregatiopal formation in relation to cemetery e~ablishment 

Congregation 
formed before congregation Cemetery Congregati<m then .cemetery Cemetery Conareqation st. Francisville . 1891 1901 Bast.top 

arooktfaven 1861 1894 Clarksda.le 
cant9n 187,2 . 1877 Donalclsonvme 
Natchez 1840 1845 Laurel 
Natchitoches 1847 1871 Le,xington 
Opelousas t86~ 1929 Morgan City 
WQodville 1848 1878 Plaquemine 

Port Gib~on 
Osyka 
.. For sources of this ·data see soumes for Jewish ·community institutional information after the Bibliography 

Ds1ta fo~ this !Tiea.sure not available for 
Summit 
'Greenwood 

1878 1877 
1914 1896 
1856 1856 
1918 t906 
1~04 1904 
1878 1871 
1856 1858 
1871 1856 
1878 1860s 



fable; 5.: Types of Dissolmion 

clissipati0n extinctio•n 
·sastro.P. · Osyk'1:! 

. 

13~rwick w .o,odvcille 
13rook1Javen Summit 

Fr-anklin Grand GUif 
urutel C!inton 
LexJhgfon S-atartia 
M90Hcellb Biloii . 

NatchJtoches, 
Was.hfngtqr:i Unc_lear 
¥:azoo.Citv Biloxi 
Morg'f!n C1tv S;t. FfancisvmetB~vou Sara 
Plaq~Jemiii~ 
Qanton 
_c1arkS'.da{e 
Donalasenville-· 
Greenwood 
Na(Ghez 
Po.rt Gib$On 
or;i:etousas, 



Who cares.for <;:erT)etery 

near drssolutfon Proximity Car.etaker el'lanoe.?a 
Bastrop; . ,separate- ilidlvidual 
BrQOkhav.erf'' . aftJ~.cE!nt;.m i;:on:rmunity S{)ld lanr,il 
Clai1cscta·te· :withir;r .eongr.~a:tion 
Le).(ington · withln city/cemereey sold :la.nd 
Me.rgan ·City Within oitvlcem~teFY 
Nat.Chez . Witliii'J ce meter;i/farriily 
.Qpe10U$.~S adiacent congr~m~t.ion 

'Extinct 
BiloxJ . liepar:ate c.ity J~rop_erty-now a street vnknown 
@anton w.ithin-rn elty sold p.lots 
Clinton: wi~hin-m Ma.sons/city: oa~inally a 
Donaidsonville, adjacent i ndivi:eiaalltrust · fund 

djacent 

Franklin Within 'city, 
~rand G!Jlf . s~p~rate pnvafo property 
Laurel wittiin-m c1ty sold plots 
M_o·ntieeno wtthJn" cit:y 

. 

N~tchito~t'l~s cseparate cemel~ry, a:ssaci.atian 
Osyka .adj~eent German AS$ot:rati_ontr'fG 
Plaque.m.imr -adjaGent individaal 
St,FraocisN111e/Bayou Sara' . separate .indfYidli~I 
:Surnmif se.p,ar-ate- individual 
Wastiington adJ_ace.nt CiJy 
W.oodvil'le ~C:lja~cenl ci,,y/historiC3 I ··society soid c.amp property 
Yaioo crty. Within city, 

* atta-c::h~d to: a·notheceernetery but mrt part of community• nemet¢ry 
•·· .. C 

w1th .. 1n-m= ongma)!y separa.te·but h~s smce merged. 



Table 7: 

City 
Berwick 
Biloxi 
Clinton 
Grand Gulf 
Franklin 
Monticello 
Satartia 
Yazoo City 

Louisiana 
fl.'.'Jssissippi 

Communities with only a cemetery 

Congregational 
Association? 
Moman City 
no 
no 
no 
Morgan City 
no 
no 
Jackson 



App,endlx II 
lnscri'3ti~ns of tm·owo h_eadstones 

· The inscriptions in this appendix. r~prese_nt the. Jegible existihi head~t9®· 

lnscriptfons. for many. of'f>he .cemet~ries, in thls $tudy.1Us possible that theteare.burials in 

the· c'emeterles with transcriptions t:bi}t are not li~ted. Why? First, a he.ad:Sfoiie could have 

be'.en damaged .or removed by weath~ring qr ,~d.al;ism, S.e¢¢nd~ a ,gr:ave fuarket oould 

b~ve he-en made,ofwood., whieh dismtegrated ·over tin\~. L.as~ :a family.or individual 

c.ould.have not ,placed a market to,•Iiote.a bu.tial.. Thertt ar~, ~ few meptitms ·of~pa.ces in 

cemeteries·whfon c.ould lie g_ra.ves that are·n.ow,unmatke.d. Oneex.ample•'isln th~ 

Donald$otiville Bik:ur ChoUm Cemet~cy. 1'It:is believed ~l.l~t many older graves ~e 

his immediate µmily. ,it A ~imilar situation, tllay e,dst in.Plaque)rii.n,e where in ·t~e ha.ck 

.row· ther~ ~e a nuwb~r qf llillllarked ,burial plot:s am~Jtgst t4e oldest ,[and most 

th~ Monti~ellQ cemetery. (s~e pag~-.41). 

Ileadstone t(ansetl_ptfons: an~ from; nastrop., Bwwick. Cijnton, · Donaldsonville~ Frarullin,· 

Mt>tgan Cit¥, Natchitoches; Opelousas? J;llaquemine, -St. Francisv.ille/B:ay<:>u Sara, and 

Wa::;hington,, Loµisiana; and Canton; Laure~ Lex.ingto~ Mcmtic~Uo; Qsyka, Pqr.f Qibson, 

Sa:tarti~ w ood:ville, •and Yazoo City~ Missis$ippi. Soutces for tbese. ·transcriptio~ 9an be 

found. at the end ofthe· Bib.liogr~phy in the· SQµrees-for JewihS',commi.mity institutional 

daJa. 

1 'Monahan. carol J...eyy{Augu$! 1999), ".Judeo-Afsatians·in the Deep .South'' 



. Headstone Inscriptions 
' from Cemeteries. of ExtJnct Jewish Communities 

in Mississippi & Louisiana 

Bastrop, Louisiana 

-Surname First Name Place of Place c>f Year of Year of Date of D~t~of Relationship Other (Maiden Name) ~irth Death Birth Death Birth Death 

Abrahamsen Harold 1843 1889 10/12/1643 11/tS/1889 

Cohn Dave i3ayou Sara 1866, 1890 10/1711186& 09/08/1899 
. 

Heller ~qette 1843 06/27/1843 wffe ofJ. S. 
Heller 

r Heller lays· 1877 1878 10/15/1877 09/02/1878 child of J.S. & 
B. Heller 

Heller J. $ . 1832 1900 02/22/1832 11/23/1900 husbanq of double with 
Babette· He'll~r Bab.ette Hellei:, 

Mason 
Heller Louise 1873 1883 11/22/1873 06/30/1883 chUd of J. S. double with loys 

and B. Heller Heller 
Hiller H. LUly Canton, MS Bastrop,LA 1876 1895 11/08/1876 11/11/1895 daughter of 

Jonas and 
Rosalie Hiller 

Kem Max 1875 1939' 

Kimpel Ben Bavaria 18.65 1896' 05/28/1865 06712t1896 

Lazarus Louis 1855 1901 

Lazarus Nannette 165_8 1928 

1 

t}}N 



-

,surname Flr$fName Ptace,of Pface ,oJ Yeat·ot Yea:rdf Datj!_'of Date of Relati():OS:h i'p Otht!,t . · {~ar~,o Na.mt)· , Bl.rth Death Birtt, o.;adt 81rtb' Death I 

Le~· Arri~bel 11l85 1-886 12/0~1885 QJ(~Ol1 aai> inf~nt 'daughter 
of Hillerqnd 
Lufia L~W 

Levy ArehHle Matmoriti~r-
Alsace1 

Bastrrop, L.A. 1917 11116/1~17 

France I 

, Levy , Elisa i1 897 1897 01 lCf?it&97 ·OA/201f&97 da~ghtef ,ofJ , 
8. Lev,yand 
Clara· He.lier 
Le:vy 

teV'/ ,EliSa. Lamshelm, Bastrop; LA. 1,~3:0' 1$95 04117.i1 &;{O ,12/01/1'895 Wife 'ofMi.ehel d.Publ~with . . .. 
(Fre.idh~im) sermany L~~ Michel Levy 
Levy Heteoe Marmontier 19'3.J O-V,15/1,931 aged 69 1ea,:$ 

A.!sa:qe 
LQriejih~. 
Fraoce 

Levy ' l'ri1fant 18'88: 18:88 06/11'./18.88 06111/1888 ir(fa r(t :da1,1ghter 
of,J. a. Le~· 
aod Clara' 

' , Hell~r Le,yy 
. Levy lhfant 1~·47 1.941 06/~611$47 QB/1~'(1.947 lnf~ot..dat.1gnter 

0f Mor:tpn and 
RubyLe.yy 

L~V'f Joseph Marmontie.r 
Alsace, 

BastroJl, LA 1~8,9 03/06/188.9 ~Jied. 39.:y'3cµs 

Ft-ahpe ., 

Levy Mlcfofl Marr:noniier Bastrop.LA 1825 18~5 0$/01/1'825, 06/0111.895 :t'iusban~ of cliout>le with 
Alsace; Eli,.i~a. .EUsa ,Fr.ej(jheim 
France; Fr~.iqh~im li:,W 

L:.evy\ 

Marks Jeonle 1rsao 19.$1 mothe.r 

-

2 
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~~----~....:.:-,.:'-

,, . . 
Surname· F:Jrst-lSlame Plaee.ot P'face .<ff 'tear of Year Q.f' -D~Je of D@te o.f ReJatio.nS.hip · '·Other 

' 
t ' - + ti • ' ' ' 

(r.1cJiden,,Name,) Birth Death l;Jli1h ·Death Birth .Oe.a,tb 

Oettlb.er Abraham 18.52 19P-2 

Oehlber Lau.r;i 1861 1823 

' ' 
. 

STiversteiq $.o!tnon 18'8'1 Q6/12/~ tf81 .aged ~2 yea~ 

'. 
Sinron August: Lue.i.brue:ck.e 1aa4 03f1'9/f884 age,~, 47 y~~rs. 

+ ' •• : 

Pearz,, Mason 
Germany 

'Sugar Matilda Kfngdom ·qf Monroe, LA 1S~9 19.05 09/12lf82-9. q91oe11~os 
W4rternburg· 

sugar Solem.on 1'815'' 188;4 11 /.28/1,8l5 05/08/}834· 
. 

Wolff Ferdina.nd 1880 195.0 01/031.1.88.0 08/719/1 g50 Masori 

-
Wolff flar~n!!'ce· 19.16 0'.'lf21/19:f8 wife and infant Floience Wo.lff 
(Heller). a;:i.ughterof a:ni:f mtant · 

Fe.r-dii'.la nd 
. 'WqJff 

Wolff ;Gla\:iy,s, 18~~ 08.95 04.109/1-89~ 12/05/1·$~~ 

Waiff•, Miriam 1897 
' 
1899. C16tQ6i1 8€17 03/1011899 

3 
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I Headstqne 1-f}sofi'ptiop_S' 
ftorn Cemet~ties of 'E_xtf net .)ewish Commun'ities 

in Missis~Jpp·i-~ i_ol(t$i_at'!~-

Berwickr Louisi.ana 

surname FiOlt Nante: PJace.of Pl'aceof '(i-"ar,of ¥:ea,r of Oateof · OatcrQf Rfl,aflonship Otti•r (Ma ide11_N~me) Sirtti ·o·eath· Birth Deatfl Birth D~ath 

Hattie Morgan 0Ity La:ke . .Ctlarr~si 1{i$83 
t..A 

1ea1 11:/05/1 a.8J· Q7 /11./1'88.7 Qur Ut:tle,qarling 

Alltrtiont- Nettie 187fl 1-Q59 . 0.1/0.~1878 ·011i7t:195i}· wife 0f Henry 
Le,9pori'!J 

-
- -B:agiosky l:>~ra RQ&.ef.113.erg, 13.erwscts, ~ 1844 1~,1,4 ,0-8/ 1 0l16~4 10/3.1 /1'9'1 :4 wife Qf CJiaJl~s. 

Germ~riY. Leopold 
Blum Ac:tc:fe.l'e 113~9 1910- (f8l191182,9 0S/2911910 'gone but not 

forgQtten: 

, Blum M~ria,rt Dettew~il~r B~rwic~. LA 113142 1S07' 0-1110/1842 02f-17/1907 •wife of H. P~ 
Als~ce F.artini 

' 
Gog·u~h~)n PauJ 186~ 089.5 0At1.5/~8.S3 ·0:3129f1895 

= 
Coguenh~im Hayem 1825 190.1 ~usbahd of . f.\µg,us,tina-

-
Ecyou-l( 

d.e Puy:sean 'Sarah bet{eWeiler 
Alsace-

B.eJWick1 LA 1847 1921 iQ/-3111.847 1.1-/2,011$21'. 

Eryoui Augustine 1'849 1~95 wife,of~cJye,n 
Cogi:Jer:ih~ii"Q 

For-tih ' · B:ertha. 186:1 1912 Q7121 t1l3~l Q3/06/19'tt wife,of RQ!ieft 
Emil 1:saac 
Toern~t 

' , 

Fortin Henry 187.1 1-960 husband of 

1 

b=-
.. czm-:- .•.---! 



------ -- - - - - -- - - ~--- -------

· Sorna·m:e Ffrst Name PJac.e.of P.~aee.of :Yea.r. of '(ea.r of , O~te:pJ pate of · ReLafionsfUp Other ' (Maiden 'Name) 
. 

i'>e.a"th Birth Birtfl Oeat,h Bir:th , ,D~ath 

. 

Mary o. Fcr1in 
. ' . 

Fort.in Mary• 1-873 1~51 wife. ofHer.uy. 
(Wo;odmarr) B. Fortin -
F~rtini H.P" 1-630 t9·15 husfjia·nq cjf 

Mafi:arti Sltl_m 

Fortini Jo.seph 1aao 1898 0.6126/1880 '1 Q704/lS~8 

Fortfns. Edward 18-82 1'9.6S 111211wsi· q~l2.ti1.966: 
. 

. 

Geis_l~r Albert 19.0l4 1'990 

Geisler Edl,a 19.10 2001 

' 
Geisler Esther 1906. 1999 11I15/1~Qo 07t~51l999 

.J.e,ane_tte 
. 

Geisler Mat6.ildcii 187.8 1-97'9 .osn 2r1 a11J: 01 /021197.9 .. -- - . 

Geisler Paul 1~09 1.9$i3" Op/1Qf.19.Q9. '08/2~M19-5.6 LA MaJor~F 
Re-sWWII. 

Gel$.ler· William 1870 1.~P4 1Q/16/l870 03/2~/'1,954 

Gpg!;).UE!;l)he'im M, Metz, France 1·&2- 1874 11/0.1/-1 87~ h1:1$~and Qf Mas,0n, .broken· 
' B~b~tte,L. heqdston~. 

- L9e))· "aged 47 years 

Goldenberg Eiiza 1,8.4.9 '1:924 12/16'/1849 t212211:g24 wife of il\l(re.d 
Ailtmont 

Go~genheim Feiiciana New Orleans J...~ke .Cha'rf~s, 1r868 1888 02/17/1868 10/2.~/18$8 wi,fe of-S)mo·n 
LA Marx 

·Go.µgenheim Loui_s ,Obemai Morgan City,, t816 t900· 12/06t.f816 11,z9r19_00 husb~nd·Qf Mason 

2 
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--·--- -1 

f . 
Surname First Nam_, Place of · 'PJac:e of Ye_ar of Y~ar of Date of Date of Rela{ic:,nshtp Other .' (MaJden Name) Birth Deaffi Sirth Death Birth Death 

Alsace AL Sara Worms 
-Gougen'heim Sam 1872 1937 

Hadda Rosa 1868 1957 10/26/1868 07/2,.6/1957 

-Hanson Albert 187-'5 1950 09/11/1875 11/0711950 

~anson Mabel 1881 1g54 09/08/0181 06/17/1954 (labe) 

Hirsch Je'annette Alsace 1842 1923 07/05/1842 08101/1923 Lorraine 

Jacobs Bertha '1875 1962 11/29/1875 08/05/1962 (Alltrnont) 
-

Kahn Amalia Kirweiler 1839 1877 06/27/1835 09/01/1877 Malka bat ~heimbayer~ 
Shlomo 

Kahn Eugene Morgan City New Orleans 1860 1882 03/02t1860 06116/1882 aged 22 years 

Kahn Mathias dsthofen 1879 04/29/1879 aged 60 years Alsace 

Kahn Solomon Morgan City Berwick, LA 1875 1879 11/01/1875 10/04/1879 

Kling Jules Mommenhei 1879 1898, 12/04/1879 03/07/1898 mAlsace 

'Klotz "Darling'' 1882 02/10/1882 only child of aged 2 years, Marcelle 
late Saloman 13 days 
Klotz 

Labe Albert 1856 1922 

3 
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' I $ql'.O,ame· · Place 9f I Pl.ace of Yea:r:.of Yea.r ot ~elatlon&ht p 
I First Nt1me, Pit, of Dafe of ·· Other (Ma ;del). .. Nam,1, a;nh . Death . ~ j,t~ Dtla~h Sirtfl o·ealh .·. 

' I 

Labe Toernet :car,ye 1~93, 1~,(:37 '09107/18-9'3 02/14/1 9'67 wife c>f l..Qtits 
(Hiller) Labe 

Laue Lo~,is 1879 ·19te nu.sband. ,, WQ~tlrnan 
- Oarrye Hiller 

L¢timan Cecile 187:5 1953 

Let:iman Leon 187p ·1948 

t.eop:Qld Bertha 1858 ·192'2 Wffe of Albert· 
-LalJe 

le-opold Charles New· Orlean~ Be!Wr.cK" LA 1.8.51 1913' 
- ·- -

husband of ·03/06/.1851 02/2311913 
Dora Bagins.ky 

Le.opp_ld. He11fY ; 

1867 1918 07-12211 e,67 0(;~-211818. hvsban:d of 
- N.eUie AIJtmar,it 

LeQpQl(i Manass_es 186'1 , 1'92tJ 

LeopolcJ Slmo.n New o:rleahs 1~6~· 1914 0110s,1ae:s 09/041'1'914 h.usband-'Of 
Men.a 
W.orm.ser 

.Levi Gertn;1d~ 1'890 1902 0713'1/1'8$0., ·01./0ij/190~ ·daughte.r oJ st;ie:U~re.Q and 
leopolqand ,safeJrorr, 
Blanch Levy sorrow 

-
Lo.eb Babett~ Kit\Y.eiler; Mo(gan City, 'H~37 ·1994 02128/18.37 0'1/08/1994 .wife of M. 

'Jlavaria Gogouenheim 

Neuberger Hermann ·R~heirri New Orleans: 1·s~2 1·885 12/2.9/18$2 04~0/1885 
Rhe'inpfalz-, 

; 

' 
•G.erma11y 

.. 

N.eub~rser S~IOtnqn 1i8.l 5 11397 ,0.9'/1.5./1 87& 03706118S7 

~ 4 - -_ -M :--~-cc:P-v~~:::; ~~-=~" - ~~- -~ ---~~~ ~,=-~, 



./ $'iirf!ame·, 
·(Maiden Name) 

Reinauet 

R~in~uet 

Reina.uer 

$~ligm.;1n 
Salomon 

Sommer 

,, Toern~r 

Toetn~r 

Toemer 

Toerner 

T:oerner 

•
1 Wi1$pn 

Wil~on 

·wuso·n 
(Le.opold). 

·· First Name J Phfoe. of 
Birth 

Isaac 

Raphael 

Rebecqa 

-Sam'-'e.1 

Mane 

Adolph· 

Albeft 

.M. Ad_elyne 

Morris 

Mi.ihr:ins.en 
·Wurt~mber.g, - . . 

.. ~ermany 

~rweHer 
Rhe,inpf~Iz, 
G~rmany 

Mor9an City 

i-te~rli$he1m 
Alsac;;e 

-Robert.Emil I Pn:rssia 
lsaac 

tl¢ilry; 

Men,{¥ 

Mena 

Place-of 
Death 

Ye:ar Q,f 
Birth 

Lake .Charies., I 1'842 
LA 

Berwi1;k,J..A, I 1878 

Lake cnarle.s,. I 1·a45 
LA 

Lake.Charles, I 188'3 
LA 

1876 

1aa5 

1879 

18.88 

18~~ 

Berwiql,(,, U; 184,6 

' 1887 

Y~tar of 
D~th 

1~09 

1879 

1889 

1·892.' 

1904· 

1-928' 

19.38 

1945 

192V 

19()1 

1932 

' 

Date of 
~i,(ih .. 

12/07/1842 

12/1,711$.45, 

11 /05J1'8Jl9, 

0511411818 

Q!:)/0211 $85 

,QS/1:8/1879 

08/04/1868 

121.20/1,682 

10,1 s11 s4e 

.02(05/1,887 

Date of 
Oe;dh 

01i02l1:9(l)9 

()1/0:4/1_8:89 

08/07/1892 

0.5/0871904 

0312'3/1'92.8 

P3/03f1,9~8, 

o-a1oa119Ais 

P9/1.8/19.27' 

Q5f26./1901. 

02/08/19S:2 ,.,. . '. - - . 

ReJatlqoshJp, 

'hUsQand of 
Rebecca 

son oflsaac 
andRebec~ 
Reinauer 

wi,feof lsaaG 
Re°fna.u~'i- -

Qther 

heagstone 
f)r~kef! 

Zeeb.er Tzadik 
t 1vra.ctia' · · 

.wife,,of'Edward I RN. 
David Newland 

f11.1s.1:?~t1d, Qf 
Berth~ Forfin 

wife p.f Milto~ 
H. Wilson 

broken 
headstone 

~ - - - . . _ :- -L. - r-:--=------,-- ~ •~ . -· --~-=-- - -----=--==---=----- ,... ,OCX:X:,!!47 - -"'=----·- ~"'~·-·- - - - - - --- -
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:Scirna·me Fjrs( ~ama• Ptaceof Place of -Ye.-rpf Year Qf Oa\e of Dafe-~f' . RelaW>o$hlp Oti;i.er 
(Maiden Name'), Birth Death Bl,th o,atti B1rth o,,ath 

Wi.ls'on Paulin!/!· O~dwlller, 'Berwick,~ ·1~45 1919, levlng memory 
France o.J our Gl~"'f 

Mother 

Worms S~ra ~.01,1lley,, 1827 '1-892. 02/27/1827 12119/,1892, Wi(g·ofLPl!i.S 
fran:ee Gougenheim 

6; 

(:w.,.: . .,._;;==·-~·:::. -: ~- -.· ·· - - - ) ,r 



I :1 
· Headstone lnscripfJons 

from C.em.eteries>ot Extinct JeWi'Sh Communities 
in f\1Js-sissjppi & LQvi'siana 

C.liriton Loiiisia~na ·, . . ., . 

Si1rname- Firs_t 'N:cime Pla'ce of Pfaee-of' 'Year of. Ye,r of ~f~tof ·oate of ~ei:cttipps't,i_p Other 
(Maiden Na·m,) a,rttt _De_aih · S.~rth beai11. 0Jra!h-

Ediib f~80 1884 12/29i1{t8{) 06/17/,1881 

N.ew_man t859 1&13~ 01/0411859· 1 Q/Ot/1•8~:J. ;~,e_n .. e,fJ, 
.Aronstein an:d 
L~ui~a·1Ward 

Adler .t;ardliTT& · Heichefheirn 
- - • - - , .- 1 

· _. Landau Rh 
B.ay'·n 

1830 · ~-9~.d e:Q.- year,s 

Adler , Infant 1888. 18.88 ... ·04/27118'88' 0S/M/1888 rnfant son· of,J. 
-and E. Apl~r· 

' 
Adle.r lsf.ael Heich·eIneim 18'51 . 05/29l1"86l 

·-~heirrpfatz Baiern , 
. 

Adler Jerome 1873 1873- 08'/1611)3¥3 10/28/18,7;3 son Qf'LeoJr 
-~nd R-eb~cq~, 
Adler 

. 

A~ler; Len.a Clfnton J.J( PortHuds~m -185Q 1816· Q9~3t-1876 wi'f~ of Charles 
·-- • , J 

-Wolf 

· Adler l-eQn Cl(nion, lA 1848: 1878 01/19J1cQ48 , 12/41/1,878 

Adler Loui~, 1864 19115, Kef P1 

Adler Samuel 1659 1·904· · 09/17/1859· 04/0.6/1904 

, 
-~-.,;;;;_;...:.:;_-.-~-~ 



'1.surifame 1 p· tN 
'. 

1rs· ame Prace·ol' · 'Place of Y.ear:of Year of' · Dateof D.c1te ·of ,Reiatf(;aship· ,Q.th•r-
(Malden Name,· Birth r;>eat~ Bfrth Deatl;t Birth 

.. 
Oejttb 

Adler Solompn HeieheJfieim f829 1sae 03117/1·82~ 0_912-4/1888 
$~v~ria, Ge.rmany 

•. 
. 

aLod~ Adolph tij,66' ·189A 01.126/1866 05/2111894 
•: 

~jOGk ferdinartd Clintor\ .LA New· 18715 1908 06/:3'0{1,875 01'/02/l9(!8 
Orleans-, LA 

Block ·Frad.rit.ka Germany 1E}77 12/~ 7t187.7 .wife ·of J. Block -ageq 43 years ' 
' . - ..... ~ 

BIQ;ck- Joseph ' 1830 191-0 ·0·1/17/HJ30 
·.' . . - 07/10f1~1Q 

.. 
, .Bfoc!( , L~eh' Fran~ 18:70 1945 ·0512111'870 01./20/1:945, 

-
. 81qom Fannie ~au:me:rshe•irn, t,,.leW: 'i8i3' 18&6 0412.1 /1'8fI3' 0:Z/1:&/1tl86' Wife of J.os.~ph 

8av~ri~ - QrleaflS.; LA Hirsch 

Bio.om Minnfe 16'66' 18?6 '08/28!1'866, •• • '. " -< 09/15/fS-76 · paught~.tQJ-
Cha rlotte·and. 
Siemon Bloom 

Blbom Mo.ses Essingen ·1,8'24 1'8§3 09/2411-8'24 11/~8/18§t3 
R~efnpf~ 'I 

Bayern 
-

Bloom Solomon · Larhersheir'n, Jackson, LA 1:81'5. 187-9 , 05108/185'1 10/04/1879 
Ba~afia 

- . 

Blum Receeca Essingen. Bavctria Clinton, LA 1832' 1907 '12/28]1.,907 

(;:-a(ow' Rudolph 8rnlin, Gerinnay Baton 1a3() 189'3 01/Q3/.'1'830 o.11Q"JJ4 a9·3 hUSb.~M of 
ftoyge~ LA Caroline 

.. M~y~rs 
' 

. Casper ·.Michael p·n.1s$ia •St. 1863 03124/186.~ aged·60 yearsi 
Fl'aoc.isvOI~ ' ' 

2 

- ·~ --· -·--· - - ~-· -==-=------L - - r 
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Surnamf! .~;mt Name · Plac&of ,Pl@J:e f'f Year 9,f, Yeat •of Date of Date of RelataQ.n!Shjp ·~her 
(fAaid'e'fi Name) :beatb 

: . .. 
· Birth l':)eath 8litl:J B1r:th D~a,,th 

... -

OaV-is- Esttier 181?3 1:,900 05/1211\8tf3 11'114/19-0,0 'w.if~. of .s. 
.D.avls 

ba'v'is $.inion, RU:S$i;a N~W 1-90.5 02/01:/-1:905 'husband ef 
Orleans, .LA' .Esther D'avis 

I 

DqifuS' ErrranueJ I.ngenheim 182'0 1850 10/03/1~5'3 
ijhernpfalz 
J:3ayern 

Frc;macher Cl:Jarl.otte Fle,derrpdern, 1,a45 · 1893 10/25/1.845 (}2./1 1/l 893· 
. (Hirsch) Elsace.,. Germany 

-
Flona.cher · ~rnily '188'7 03/15/18'87' aged' S5yeats 

,Flonac~r JQ~eph G.errnany New Qrleans 1:.905 11/25./1905, · trnsttand of 
N1,aplq,a 

aged 79· years. 

(:-teyrnan 

Floo.acher Lena l ~0.2 1$(}2 02;115/1.90.2 1·1/1'4/19(!)2 ' :~a4g/1ter of 
I 

Abe•and Sfellij 
'.Flonaclier 

. 

Franck 'L~nrna.1111 1a.sa 09/30118§3 A..M. 

Frank Jacob Alsace Ollnton, l.:A l 827 1'863 08/0'2/1827 06/20/1863 
.· 

Glu~~.smann Al~xah(ler Koblin·, p·rassia, 1;83.3: 18.91 09/0911833 0.911111891 P.vt Co G:1.$t, La 
c~v,QSA 

Haa$:: C>avid. 1.86.5• 1~l6..9 1:2/P:8/18~.5 ,08/12(~·869 son :of Mos~~ 
and ~i.na Hi~.s 

H,eyrnan AbrijJl~r:n Phalsbo1,1rg, Clinton., LA 1805· 187,~. 051.16/1.8,05 071021ra1,~ CQ'ff8SRQAqing 
' - 1'1/,leyer Ais~ce,· y.:/th the 11th. 

/ ...... 
day af Tanwz 

I 6~~a. 1n ftis 
I 74th y,eaf 

3 
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I I 

'Surname flrst,.r-lame '.Pfaceof 'Place Qf Year of , Yttarof D"'te: of • Da:tj;! o.f ij~l•tion~hip . Otb~r-
, (Ma'.ide,n Name) Birt:t1 t>_eaJh Birth Oe.a(!I Birtll Death - · ... 

- - -

H~ymati .El~ieM~y 18<89 188~ Q6/06[.18$Q 11It7./18.8ij 

H~YITWl :Emily Drachabr9r;ij C.lintonj LA 18.0.8 1888 07/08/18.08 01i23t18&8 
(~eyer) blsace 

Heyman Julia 19:24 05104/1924 wife of.Joseph 
Block-

Heyman- . Mat11da 1S85 10124/1885 wife of Ja-cob ag~d 44-ye'ars 
FroJlachet 

Flii'$t'I Alphonse 1~51 1611 os1oa11es1 0'9i28/1 Pili ' 
I 

+ -;--~ •• -

. . 

Hfi'Sch Gusta~-e 185.9 1817 08l31 lt859. 0712-'i:11877' .. 
-

Hir$¢h s.adre Jaek$l'.:in, LA 1881 1890 11/11/1,881 0'1./2~/1890 ,qaughte.r of. 
Jo.s~ph an~. 
l=anri,ie Hirsch. 

L.~p.e Jyles '18.§8. 1'e-~4 : 0aJ0,111,868 0~~1/1.8~4 

Levey ls~~c Oieie.fenbach, 1886 01'/06t4886 ag_e~:.~q ye.ars 
· Als_ace 

tev~y R<>sa:iJe· 1868' 1889 Q~l1'411.8S5 1·01911.1'&89 

tev1 Q:philia 184~ 18~0 '01131/1849' 07123118'50. daughter of 
.. , Abraham Levi 

L~vy· Abraham Klingenmunster, Jackson', LA 18'19 1:a99., 05/2,3/18'1-9,• 12116118:99 
Gerrnai'ly 

Levy David Williamsport, lA laijonia; LA- 186.'3 03/;2411'863 aged 3 years, 6 

' 
mo1;1tt)s 

Levy. Emanuel Bay.QU §~ta; Jacks:on, LA 1854 1as1 07 /0'1 /16,54 
' 

1211511 ff81 



'f . ' 
surnanu~ 'First Name Place of ,p,fae,e of· Y~a:rf;i.f .Y~ar of o.ate of Date·of' ltelatlonship Other 

, (~ld~n ·~ame) Birth . O,e,atb Birth 
. ' .. 

' Bi.rttt .O.ratb O.eat.b 

Le"¥ 
- - .. 

H.a.t.tie · Bay:0.u Sara New·Qrleaits 1861 1.881 '1 0121/1'861 Ocl/06/1,81 

Levy Henry 18~9 1sg·a , 0~{28/1 ~?9 Q7t2$/1,866 

Levy Jule_ys 1856 1&59. 12/29/1 8'56' 07/21/,1859 
- ' 

, Levy 
(Wei11}· 

f'.auli_ne P:a(is, F~ance• 1'84ij 1'8,~g: Q4J21:/.-1 ~~6, ,Q..2'/2.7-/1'89.3' 

.· 

Mayer Addie - '18~7 

.. 

1,1/02/.18.97 Ylife. of Leopold 
Et. ·Maye,: 

Mayer Edit{l 16:91 1,891 02:(0~/c1891 10122lt891 {;iaught~r:of 
lsidor:and 
Deboral'i 
Mayer' 

May~r l. La.mba.ct:i, France t8S6 •09/0'5/t'fl5$ a~ed 28': yea·rs 

- . 

Nlave.r lrm~: 1878.: 1.819 11/1411,87'8 06/30/1·879 daugfitttt df 
R~~e.eca. Albeftr,and 

aerth'a .,Ma,ye:r 
- -

M_ayer Le.cniold ~lil')genmunster Ja:ckspn, LA: 1'857 1.ij95 ,Q.81.0:7118~7. 06/07 /1·89.5 h'usp·and1,of. I 

R-helnpfalz, Addie Mayer 
, Germany ' 

Mayer S{mcm Kalls.tadt R'tiein 1!i.6ij, 1902 OSI07l1 saa. 07/1,4/1902 
Pfalii, Germa.ny 

Me.yer Beulah 1ev2 187~ 02I14i1872 10/.19(1873 c:Iawghter-9f 
Emamuel and 
Rosa Meyer 

-

M.~yer Henry aavar-ia .• Ge;rh'tany 184'4: 1921 '1,2/25/184,4 04{0711'921 

Meyer l.eWis Lembach, Ai~ee. Olintpn·, LA 18:34 16:53 03/'11/1:834 10/25IH3§'3 · 
-

/' 5 ,~ ~ -- I L ~ k -==-~. . .. -- -·- ·- --·-===-~- -~ 
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Surname · Fits.t .Name Pl..,_ee of · Pl.ate of Yeijro,f ·vf!..a"t of ,o-at~ et Oate-df' Rehitinnship Otner 
.l 

. (M_~ide11· N~QJ,.) Birth,: beatlJ, Birth o:aath Birth • ' 
O.e~tfl 

.. 
' frane.e 

Mey~r Sanqhe 1851 1892. ·0t/1.511851 (tS/1111892 wife. of Henry 
Meyer 

M~y~JS: Caroline LaU'len New Orleans 1838 1,907 wife -of. 
Rheinfsratz , . ~ .. . t Ruaotph 
G~rmarjy Carow 

-

Mic::®-1 Harriet 1871 1875 08/19"187:1 08/09/1871>· daughter of'•J. ' 
ana e. Michel 

Miller $~die. 1884 188.7 05/0411884 . 09/21 /1''884:· da1.:1ghter of 
$im.on .and 
Augµsta Miller ' 

Ma.se.s Amal\a Speyer. Bavaria 18SO 1874 031-16/18.30: 09/17;/f87 4 wife p.f 
·J\ygu~tus '. 
Worms 

'•. 

· ~oses· bore"'y '}900 1~0.1 12/2111900 05/24'11901 C,a49M:ter·of 
' -Sim.on ,~yer 

and· Geitrucfe 
·Mose.s 

--
O.pp.enheimer Hitscn 1"85.6 ' 04121/1856 

' 

Oppe_n.heimer M1tl'na Polk-, H.anov.er Clinton,, LA ·1815 1$8;9 12/25/1'8-15 1 0l.231188,9 3/itloW· of H,anry 
(WoJf)· Qpp~nh.eim~r 

Oppenheimer Rebeq~ Epi,ngen 13~den Port-Hudson 1:823 187'4 oaL0411sta 06/2 7l1 lfl4 w{(e (?f M. LeVl• 

6 
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.. 
Is .. ' 'PJa'c• ,of' Plaqeo.f Year :of . umame. FirstName . Ye.ar·af OaJ, of D~~~ 0.f Relatif.>l)S b\p. . •:(')lber·. 

',. ,(MaJcten N){meJ Birth Oeaffi '$lrtti oe·c1:th·. '3jftl:I Dea!h 

Oppeiiheimer · Willi~iT! JacksQi:i,. LA H'ouste>ri i.X - ,I 1:a41 18"72 0972e11s47 10/0-4(1.872 fat from home~ 
.Beloved by an 
who knew ·firm, 
ttis. •most 
rematka.ble 

' cti.aracteris,tic 
' w.a\s-hJs' ~rdeat I 

· d~vot(on to .hi$ 
I ' wiqpw.e..d ' 

mother, for 
whom he forg;ot 

' . oot tQ pr:ar, 
e.ven in the ho.ur 
Of'his death• 

· 'Oppe.l'l~irn~r Yetta. Eph:\.gen Baden ,l!3Q.k$on, LA 1827 1871 1.1/.1111827 04728/~ 87-1 Wife of 
'Abraha.rn l,.e-vy 

Reinber9. Carrie 1:a'69 1·8JM· 1-2i01{.f'~ij9 02foa11aa4 daugh~e.r et 
Henry-and I 

f;m~s!ihe-
Reihberg 

Reinberg 
.(Hfller) · 

Dorotl'rea Bteslaw, :Silesia t8:20 1'89.8. 01'/02'/1820 . 11 /2,911898 

Reinbei;g Juli~$ Bt~slaw-1 Ptu~ia 1'Bf34 0413011· s·a.4. ages 64 y:ear:s 

-
Refnberg ~s~I~ 

. 

1864- Q2/ff2/1~ll4 a:ged 2·ye~r$, 6 
mhnthfit •6 d_ays 

Rejse MaJilda 18f1 1:86"6. ti/09/1·811 OQ/23./1866 W.:ife of D~niel 
Wolf 

Seligm[ln A~ron Sp-eze·nn. 1~49· 1:·e9a 02/25/1908 husband of 
.; - ~- -

Germant Vicfo.ri~ 
Aronstein 

Spiro Henry 1·:~84 01/2Z/'f884 .aged ~Q.yeais 
.. 

/ ~ -'·-----------"- _ , ~ ,,.,£ .. ~- -~--- -~--- . ·~- ... .. - --
, • . . i 111tnfflm111nff. . . . - ~ ~~~-- =="=:-=~~:Sa· i. r": 
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. surname-
(~~i,;o Name) 

Ffrs,t Name-

S~JA !;Ila·, 

Ste.in ClaVct 

·War.d. Lo.Lltsa 
. . 

Weill 'Abe 

WeHI Hann:a 

w~.m · Rosalie 

Wolf Ag~tha 

W◊Lf ' C.harl~s 

Wolf baniel 

Wolf Jacob 

Waif ·Leonhard 

Womack Martha 

Pflt'e_pf 
Birth 

G~rmanY. 

Mussbach 
R.l'leimpfalZ 
B.aye.tn 

f'rJgeo_hei_m 
Bavari~ 

E>urkbeim· 
4 . • ' 

RheinP.faJ~. 
B~vatia 

✓ 
,-ip - 4iiif. ' - ~ 

Pl~c& oJ 
De.}lfh 

Clinton, LA 

Year of Year ·of Date of Date of. Reiations'hip Qthef 
Birth .Death Blrth Dealt\ 

. 

18.16. 18.8-1 1012-2na·s.1 yiif~ cSf Levi 
Starh 

1sa·1 1$Q~ 10/21/1853 

1842 1877 05!t71f84! 
; - - ~ + 

01/1'8i'187-7 wife.of;L 
Aroristi.n e-. 

'18§4 11/2.4/1:864 &ged 33 yeJ:!IS· 

1e'88 O.$l14/t8'88. aged 7 4 years 
,· 

1874 05/(16{1874 ag~ 1'8: YEf~rs. 
10 ·months, ·22 
day.s 

~ -
'·18(),7 188f3 101te11ao1 08/13/18.88 

1:a4_3 1•89$ Q5./2S/184i 0:4./23/1899 

1812 111.1 ij11 a.12 hl:lsb_and of a!;~d 64· .yea~ 
Matilda R,eise· 

1$57 (l9tt3/1851 ' 

-1854 1t/1_2/1854' 

' . 

1/862- 1922 

8 



Surname. FifstN•me Place of . (,lJace of Year of :Year of Oate of 'D'1:lte of Reiadonsti.ip Ot,her 
· ,(Malden Name): e•.irth· De.ath· Birth ·o·ealh a:irtti D~attj 

VV~mis Au.gustus; Boulay; France . 18()9 187.9. 04/1·5/1809 011sbft879 
. . 

Zoller Julius. 1868 1go,i 02/04/18,68 10/Z6/1903 
Wimam 

9. 

~ sr: -.: - 5 · ? ~ ◄ !P s - _ ~ · - .,, ' ,Ct.XX.)• .( 



Headlste.o.e 'lnscri'ptlon~ . 
from Gerneteri.es ,of Extinct Jewish C()mnilJnitre.s 

i.n Missfssi,ppi &· LouJsi'~na 

Dor.u•l.dso.ovme, l:,.p1J..is1ana 

sutn·ame FirstNam·e PJac·e of 'Pl~_ce of' Ye~r of Year of o~te,of Date of ReJation$~ip· O\her 
(Maiden Nante) Birth Death 'Birttl Death . Birth oeaf.h · 

' ' :Child's ,grave, 
ios-crlpJiQn in 
Hebrew 

Hattie., 
' 1906: 1901 ,09121/1906 ·08109/19()? intant·daughter 

ofJos, · · 
MendeJsoh .and 
Dirta ' 

' -S~msowitz 

Henry 18&3 1.Jl87 01'/10{1863 Q'2/0G.f18~7 son o,f Lpuis 
Wefl'and 
Minria Katz 

' Lissette 1~1$ Q2/21I19f5 , aaugMer ef S9I· 
Klotz:and· 
Fanrii'e. Wolf 

. Milton 18"90 1890 0212711890 son ot · ch'ild's grave 
I (ille.glbl~),:~~W 

and Ernestine: 
l~Feal (?} 

' 
~~gina: 48Ji3 '18.Qf 121~Q1.1 aa.:a <l3/20/t88,.9 9i:!.ughter of 

'' 
Salomon Klotz 
arid ·Fannie -
Wolf 

Aar:el"! Aaron steinb~th 1t350 '1871 04/1811850 09/05/1"871 

A~rabam Julia Reichslioffen 1871 08/15f1811' wife et A Klotz 
I 

C 

~- L t 

1 
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1-surname, First''~tne ·.Place. of 'f?Jaca. of.· Y~arof 'Ye~r•of Date of Da.te•of R·i;,1atiOJ1sbip O.th~f . . . 

(Maide,n Na.m~) Birth Death· , ·Birth De-!ilh Birth Deaih I 

Abraham Pauitne 1653 1.9·1.a. 0?/1:,2/,18~5'3 Q~/O.i tt91$ Wife qf 
Abr~.ha:m ,Klatz. 

Adler $ig_rriong Heicfielkrim 1·.~.10 11/2'8/ 1811 O· aged 2Tyea't"S 
f?), 'Rhine; 
B(aUegipl~,) ·~ ,. •. -· 

' ' .. 
Barron Mose.s New Orf.eans '1877 oa.12.011 ar.t aged 21 y~ars 

Baum ~e~nnette Weiisenau 1&50 1ee1 08#l9/185Q' 1112011:sa'1 Wid.ow dfMa:x. 

' 
H~rtmahn 

Bernheim .. . Feinand 1875 ,j928 04/1·8"18,75 02/,19't1$i8 hU$band qf A .fQving· 
Sc;1c(y~;.Ketn, hus.band and 

dev.ot1:td ~ther . . ... 

sroch Am.a.uc;;t -·f866 
I 

1-934 •(Hto:1118Q6 Q11231l 9$4 

Bloch Caroline. 1.963. 03/.0£5/1963 wife .. of Jos~ph •~ged 77 .. y.ea~. 
t.:eumasof 
Saite-rrie., 

' 
Als:ac~ 

Bloch David 1894 1973 

aiocli Ge·rt:rud'e 18.7~ 196~ os11si1a1a 0.6l30f.l 96'~ 
(L;abe)1 

8I~.ch: 
(Labej, 

Julie. 1893 1,9~0 08/1'9/18.93. 06111/195.0 

e!ocf'I Leon 1889' 196.9' 09/~Q/1~8~ 01/0311.9691 , . 

.Bloch ,Le~ne • 
fr:apces 

J.=llpch Le_onora 1872 1846' 0.91:23/1'672 1'2/2:711946 ' Mother ...... 
Father 

2· 

- -- - ---- - -· ---



Stn'riam~ Fitst..Naine Pface.of p.j_a~e bf Year of Y.e.ar of Date-of Da,te o.J R~la1iQl'l$hiP Ott'!.er 
. (M.a.idf!i:I Nam•) Bi'rth De~t~ iJlrth D.Qatll ·e1rth Death 

Bloch Marcel 1a:92 1947 11 /Z~/1892· 10/12/~1941 

Blocti Maurice: 18Q1 1944 QS/12/1861 12/251.1944 huS:b~nd of 
Mathilda, 
H.lmm1e.r 

Bloch Yvonne: 19.PS 1994 

Blocl'tCpfl~ri .B~rbara 1~0.2 1.870 0112·6/f9-02 01 /22/1.970 
:(Unks) , 

' 

Block· -Aliqe 1aao 188~: 03/0.2.(-1880 :07119/1·883 .c,augfftet of A. 
" Blocl<·and 

'(iJlegibl~)-. ' 

Block Maurie~ 1890 1941 OjtOft1890 05/31/1941 

-
Bltlm Daniel G.ermaey 1$7'.2 12lZ9/tJ372 aged 83' years 

' 

Blum tsther· '1861 04127/1'-86·1 wife-of C:>,aplel age_~ 
s1urn .·q.pploxim~tely 3 - ~ . ' ' 

yeai:s 

Blum Jeanne 1'897 1898- 11/131'1897 011.07/18.98. daugtiter of 
Le.on-and Irma 
Blum 

, .BIUl:ll Joseph 1aj~3-, 1asi t2/t5/1&33 04/,23/1863: 
. 

Bll,lm jo_s~ph 18~6 :0.6/18/1896' 
,. 

Bl~m Leon 1.8.67 O.$,l2~/181)7 

. 

Blum M~ry ' :1-896, 10/08/18~6i 
I 

' 

3. 
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, :Surname · First Na!l]e- Prace-,df Pl~e.e etf Yea.rot Ye~:rof Date ,of "o.a(e.of Reiation1ohip O~er 
(Maideti Name), Birth O~ath ~irth Qeafh S-irtfi P~ath. 

Slum Mafh11de 186·7 f0/20/iS-87 
(Hirschman) 

Blur:n Melani~ N/ederprou.n, 0Ql')~ldsonv.llle; wife 9f Josep,h .~g.ed as, y~a.r, 
Alsij,Ce 

. LA B.lurn 

Blµm $a.1')1.uel -1915 1.01Q8119:15 h u.s.b.:and. ~f: ,a._g~f 9.A. years, 
, .B:a.b.e:tte. F oger ff'months 

Bl'1.1m ·$YIVain 1867 10l30/18tr7 

Blumen.thal. B·al:>e~ L9eb. , B.a.jou 1"83-0.' 1·876 0~1io11 aaJ,. '08/1111816 
B.avaira L~fo!.lrc;he, LA 

B o , H~y,man. Krn~z:nie,_y,e, 1.884 1 0/19.lle~4 ~!3ed Z9 y,e~rs r;, 
Russ•ia • -. 1, 

Poland 

C~s~o Bella 1'878· 1~21 03/10/1878 12l21i1~21 wife Qf L,ueien 
(Loeb-) . Casso 

Qon lk~ 1886 1912 11-M.5/1886 1011711972 Fa.(h~r. 
Gi:,fn'!:ftafhe-r,. 
6reat,. 
grand.father 

Femat Isaac; 1,884 1894 06'/2711·8.84 12/271189.4 s;on df G. F'eltel 
ci nd E. J.Qs~p,h 

Feitel Stella ~ife.9f: Sah\1Jel 
Polmer 

Femand~z Ida 1901 1·~6l 1OlO.tl/190.'I 12/17/1,9~i 

Fa.gel B~bette 
,. 

1909 0111a1-1 eoe wifec of Samuel 
' ++ • ·~·~ . 
Blum· 

. 

Fr.~1.1n_d E_rn.ile .MeJfing~r:i. 18.86 10/18/l886, :aged 10·years - - . . ·' +· - ·· • • • I 

~lsuss 6 months .. 

4 



Surname 'Frrstf",Jme Praceo.f Plac.e,of Ye.arof Ye.a11 -of D,,ate of , Date of Relatio'1'sltip Q.t~~r 
(Maiden N.ame.) • BfttlJ · Qeath Birth Death Birth O~ath ' 

Friederith~I !~ac i<1m.iick, ThJbod~u~:. LA 1a10 12/02/1870 ~ged 17 years 
, P'ru$sia 

~9ldstein C~trie 189°0 1.~44 In mernocy of, 
(Kio~) o.ur be.loved 

·mother· 
. 

G.aldStein Julia. 18.70 :19.56· ' oen 911 s}:o. '05105/1'9!56 

'.H_e_mendinger Legn $chl~tt~fadt. 1·838 1913. 09/2611838 11✓0.411913 
Als~~~; 

H1rnrriler Marcel Gundersb.!;)ffe 1888 1927 12/1.6/1888 1,2,1211a21 
·l)i Al~~ce. 

Himmler Mathild.a 1~$a 1·.929 01/14/1863 03/1~./1>~29 wife of: Ma.u.rioe 
Blodh 

HUnmlet Spphie Dq_n~ldsonviJI ' 1895 1976. 1210:37'1.895 Q'l/%J.3,/19'76 MQther-.... ,, 
(Bloch) e 'LA Fa~her 

. ' + - + - .. -

Kitsch G'aston 11909 1~94 02(2'111 ~09 01,13-f1as4 

Hirsch H~rrieh Fraueng.erg, Ass_ui:nptf on, .j875. ·1'0120,ts,ts wife,,on . aged 28 ;ye_ars . . '- -~ 

Lorraine LA . l:.~bc!.'n~!i 

Hirsch Mamy F tai.l~nb.etg; 
'"-orraine, 

181-'7 O~l2.211 ~77, ,aged ~~ -years 

France 

Hirsh ' Coralie, ' 1,865. 1938 08/141186'5 :()4/3.0/1•938 
(Levy) 

~ 

Hirsh S.ol 18-57 1941 0412911857 09/1'-2/1941 .. 
' 

J~~Q.!i MafCUS 1880. -11/2.1/1,8·8(). age,c;f-57 years 

5 



----------=--------~---------- -- -
-

·s u·rname ·Fl~t N_arne Place of PlJ.ce ·qf Year of Yea:r <>.f .Da\ft Qf .. Pate pf R• lat1()i\$hlp .,O.the,r 
(Ma·id~tt Nam~)· i.li11h 0&.Jth Qidh Ptath S.irt.h- Dea.th 

I 

J<J.s.epf) 
{Feil&I} 

·sertf'l~ 1&~1 1.925 08/18/1.854 03'122/192.5 

-
Joseph Este.lle {lr.oss Oonaldsonville, 1842 . 1897: 02/04/18'42' 12129/1897 Wife·Q:fG. 

fjtiddersdorl, lA . F'ertel 
j..or.r~ine• 

Joseph, Helen 191•0 19'1'0 •!09'/21/19'.1'0 10/1 5/19,1.0, 

<lo_s·eph Jaseph 1855:. 1;929 1.112011855 .02/04/1929 

Joseph Josephine •Gms_·. lcl.,_dd lbervme. 18601 't.&8:5 1 0/02/j 860 · ,06/2;§/1'885 
eri:Sd:or:f, 
Lorraine-. ,. 

-

Jo~eph William 1911 ·1.911 os1o_e11911 Q.3112119.'11 son ol'Mr. and 
Mr.s.. Mau(iq.e. 
JQ$epli 

Josej:)he• Leen. ne._. Donaldsonville.; Hl~8 1878 11/20/18!?8 091.27 /1 87.8 
?a~sbli~'dder _LA 
.sfro.ff Lorr· 

K~hn Eugene tmling~n. 1~70 1940 0$/01/1870 0$10.2/1·940 
l orralne, 

' Fra.nc;e-

Kat;in · Gust.ave lmlirtg·enofra1 1.8¥4 19.09 1'G/1 1J18;74 12/04/1:9.09. son, of Selrg 
a Kat)n 

-
f<ahn MaJ~U_de Mo.rg~n. City; 18$~ 18~2 ·0'1 /2°1./185'9 ,1.2($1:/18~2 wife, ot oavig 

LA Kli~g 

Kaho Mathilde Alsace, 1·86'4, 1945 ·041()~ /1864 Q~lQ£/1·94$ 
(Kess le~) Lonaiije 

Ka~fm~ir Abraham 1S97 19-60 10J~Q/189i 01/11'/19!;>0 

Kaufman Charles ,Alsace, ~852 -1'91~ 12l1·3/1852 11122/l:913 

6 



-

; 

Surname · First Nain~ Pface-ot Pfac_e :of Y:ear of· Yearot P~le Qf . bat~ o.f. Relati<Sn$hip' ·, Othe-, 
(Ma:iden Name) Efi~h 

-
Death . e'lrih o~~tb Bii1ti Dea\J,' 

.. 

Germany 
-'' 

Kaufman oora 18,93 ij,!flfi! 071211'.18'93 2/iii/1976· 

Kaufman Natf:ian 1'891 1,_9~5-, J . 

Kaufman Re.gJha New.9r1eaf.!s, 1aeo 191,~ O.S/06/1.&tlO " 02/19/.1919 
(Wolf) ~ 

.. 

Kaufman :Sa'rpuel 1887 ·1959 1-2/14/1887 08f0$/1969 

Kaufman ·Sarah 
' 1895 1981. 

Kern Ab:ram 18~5 1910 ·1Q/0311885. 12/031-19,10 

Kern Matnilc;ie- te$s 1$28 02/19(1865 0,8i03!19~8 

Ker,n. S1!d,y,e 1&86 1921 07/1211'8'86. 03717119.21 wife ,o f Fertf .. A kiving wife 
Bernheim· and''devoted 

mother 
-

-
Kessler Edah 1888 ;1957 ·'1.0108118:6.'8 08t3.·1f1S57 

, (Schwartz) 

Ke.ssl'ei: .lsado,r Merzwe.iler,, ta1a ,19{)9. 05f1 8}1·87,8' O(S/111Hl091 

•Al5,ace 

Kessler Le~n 1872 194·8 04'/Q3/t8.72 01t2Q(1~48 

Kessler S~ta)i Alsace 1·921 02/0311921 , .. ag~q ~:2,years . 
'' ,, 

Kt.ein Maa · 1-:l:atten Donaldsonville·, 1863, ,,oa Q,210.211 e~a 05/1511908' Ra_b~j -- . ' -
.Alsai;e tA. -

i 

u~Crren - ~ - - ~ ~ - - -- _rr: .;jf,' - ~ - -;.:c=---~- - -.- . - - - _· ' "' 
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· ~.urname Fir-sf.Name :piace..of P:l~ce 9f 'Yu,of Year of Oat~ Q.f O~te~.f , R.,lattQ.ttsbip Other 
f M11d.eo Name)· : Birth Oealh sfrth Death Binh Death 

Kli.ng Alphonse Lixf.>eTnr,J .. orra 
ini;J, Frei.Flee 

1878 1·(;)/;20/1.S:78 aged @O years 
and'6 months 

Klihg o ·ijvid Dunc_durk, Donald~nville, 1845 1883 04/07/1tl83, .In memory of 
Al§aee LA my, belov.eg 

hasbanct 

Kling ·JOseptl lixhelhl, 1s7~r '10105/187'8: -aged 4-3years 
Lortalne-- - . '~ 

Franc~ 
' 

Klrng Mathilda Uxneim, 1'8.$.0 , o·~l1 S/1 aao wife ,of.Le:o.n aged 32 years 
France Hemminqfrfger 

~ling Maurice 1895 •07 /08118.95 -son of David· a~ed. 14' years 
I and, :~lhilde. 

Kling 

Klotz . OaYi!:i. Uhw.eiler, 18SIJ 12i2.111 890 ' ~ge~ 64 _.yeaf~ 
Alsa-c.e 

K_lotz· Dayid 1893 189'3 ·021ta11ae:a 0972Qi189~ ~on,9lSoJ 
Klett 

Klotz Pelia 1.f.169 1 1897 12/16'/1'86:9 .. trs12·~11 (}~7 

. 

Klotz 
cwo10 

Fanny 1859 1922 02/03/1859 01/:19/192,2. 

Klotz :Sdloman Ur.rw.oil~r. Napoleonville 1854 t 931 (;}_6/15/ 1854, 05/10/1931 . .. devote.d son,. 
Alsase tovlng hus.band. 

gQod'father ... 

Landmann Sarah 1817 Q~/2211 (J11 aged. Jiyea~. 
,(Well) 

. . 

Lernann- Arthur 1885 1,47 0,7107/18,85 12/0911947' 
. 

Lemar1n Hilda· f873 1~75 0.]/20/187$ 0412~/18,7:5 dal(ghteF of 
B.ernar'a a·na 

8 



Sumart1e First Name Pl.acer.of · Plae:e,of. ·vear of Yea,..of Date of D.ate Qf R~lati0.1'ship Qther 
(Maiden Nam~} Birth ·Oe.at'-1, Blrtb o.,alti ~.{rt,t:1 b,eat,h 

Harf;i~t' 
. · L~man.n 

Leman_n, Sr. bavidJ<er 18.44 199'4 021f27i/19.44 021,25/1994' 

Lemme! Bl~_nc.h~f 1868 19.3.0 
(K~hn}' 

Lemm~.I Leon: 1893 1943, 
. 

. ' 

Leu111as 1911 01107/1•9.11 aged' .49 years 
(Lazarg:} I 

Leumas felicie 1a1s 1.9W, 

. 

L~_uma~ Jo$epb Helmir~ .• 1~a1 1·670 10/01/16?0 
Lorrain_e, 
'france 

beum~s J<l~e.ph 1'913 fo10·1,1 st3 ~g~d 52 y.~a1-s. 
10 months 

' 

Leumas Jules I 1865 -u~sa 

levy: AMn 1as1 188'2 0412711e~, 10/24/1882. infant.son of 
D.avI<;t and 
SaA.c.he, !..~VY' 

.. 
Levy Cl~ra. tr-isa.,ve.rne, 183.8, 1902 1'0!3:J/1836 01/18/t902 · W'if~:of t~zard A g.oo\f Wife aod 
:(8ombett)' Alsace 1..,¢\/Y : mother .... 

Le.vi Oj~II~ 18'7:3 1§5::{ 07/2&.7187-3 b4t14J.~.e.-sj ' 

. 

LeV;y Julie Lixhe1m, Oonal~$onvil!!3, 1891 0~11tltss1: wife of Simon 
worra'tne Lt\ Levy, 

Levy Lazar9 1828 19Q,8 o·e12a11 a_t~ 12/10/1908 

'9 



Surname 
(Maid.en· Name) 

:r -«-a_______,, =-

· 'First Name, I Pia~~ ot 
~irth-

::i:..zI ~~ 

Pface·of 
Death 

Vear of 
Bi.rth . 

V~a·r of 
Qeath 

10 

Date of 
Bir:th 

~ "-- ~ ,. ,. __ --·---,~ -

mat.e of 
[)eaJ,h 

RelatiOn$~ip Qtta~tr 



Surnanre Ftist N~.~e, Place ·~f f~·ce·of 'YearQ.f 'ie•r of Date c;f !late of .R:,lationst,ip Other 
(Maiden. Name) Birth o·eat,tr B.lrth ,Death' Btrth Deat . ._, 

levy Mabel 1.aa1. 12i17J1'~81 daughter of aged 6 .years, 
Mois.e and n days 
Leonora LE:lv.y· 

Leyy .R~ta 1893, ·1931· ,'09/07/1893" •071031.193·1 

Levy· , Simon Getshetru, 182'.0" 1902 '•,04106/1820, 04/0611'902 
aavari.~' I 

-

L~VY' Sill!~O 1aea ·19.36 07 /03}188.8 04/l,97:t9:36 

Links 
{$inion> 

Be.Hie 186'5, ·1.957 09/29/186.5 05./·15/1957 

Lionel. · J_udah 18]5 1,.87.Q 04106t1.87.5 ~/11/18.-79 son oJ·Be.tnard 
c:lf.ld· Harrier 
Lemano 

Loeb Henry Edeq Kob_ef'!. 1a:~a- 1878 06/2511,3:3 09/18/18.78 ! -=-· 

' I 

. . 
I 

LoeB, Jr. Henry 1914· 09/171~914 son@f Henry 
l.,ae6.and 
Lizzie 
McMa.nue 

-

M~O'.n Hylda I 1897 1973 01126'/189.7 05/2711973. 

Ma.~pn Louis 1895 195.6 ·05/0,6/1'.&95 (}4£.16/-1.95.~ La-. Pvt. 19,5: 
,Aero Sq. w:w. I 

Mast>n Richa~d 1823 '1,974: . QS,/2~/1·923 Qf/0.~/,1:9,74 , Sgt Army Air 
Forces -

Mayer E'Ue 18~9 18'87 1'2/1f,,f1.84W !)1/12/1897 

11 

~ -' _ _,.:.:. - ---
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·surname Frt$t Name; , Pl~ct·of f;':face ·o,, Year of. Year.of. P•te of P;~te of , Relati'o.nsbip OJ.her 
(MaJd~.n' Name) ' B1~th l'.>e.ath Birth: ,peatb, Birth Oe1th 

Meyer, }-jaFriet oonaldsQn~H.I Thib,Qdaux, LA 1854. 1.874 11 /22/1:854. Q8l03/1874 Wife of Lehman 
e,LA Meyer 

Meyer Raehel Wo.tinheim, teat ogJ15ll881 wife of David aije,67 ye~rs: 
F):anoe- Klo.tz: 

' 
, . Moyse. Hemy N~ncy, 1i356, ·1:878. 0.8/13/1'858; 10/10/187S. 

·Franc:e 

·Moyse There.se Nancy, Donaldso·rwme, 185.0 H380 08/04{18'50 05/02/1880 wife of 
France LA Salomon Bloch 

Muller· lsid~te D~hlinger 
Ai.SaC.e 

1'847 '1'878 :()2/27/1847 10/09/1878' 

1\4.!JUer Morse Forb1lcti . .. , 1'856' 1.87:8 05t2'5l1856 09127118.1.8, 
Ldrrarrre 

Nett~r Henry I MQe..Yiller. 'Donaldsqnv.ilte.i, 18,50 19i:5 07109/1:85:0 1 11/30/:1925 
Fran¢e :LA ; 

~ew,man, teolil 1919, 09/03/191,9 aged 5 yei:lrs 

N:ewman Pauiine 18i0 
'(Weft) 

194'3 Q511'6/1860 08//2?/,1.94:3 

,, -

Pforzheimer CaroUoe Donal(lsonv:,1,1 bonal~·sonvilJe,. 1946 057081.1 94.8 t1aughter of lffei.on9, resident 
e.; LA LA Henry Qf 

' 
Ptorzhe:itrier Donalds1aniville 
and CJar.a 
Welil ITatJs -

Pforzheimer Etnma bonaldsonv.111 Don~,~~onvUI¢, 184.0 Of3~30/1,84Q; daught~rof lif~long r.esident 
·e., LA ,LA H~ncy of 

Pforzb~i~er Dom:if dsenv.ille 
anq C)tfrcr' 
Weirihaus 

.. 
Pforzheimer Henry Weiler 18'18 1903 )'21.03/181,8 08/08/1.9'03. 

Baden, 

12 
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FirsfNaMe . PlaCe(Jf Piac:;eof Y~~r.of 
I 

Surname, Ye~rof Date of O.at~of R.eh11tiartship QJker 
(Maiden Narrie) Birtt, Death Bin~ Death Bhth Death 

G'e~m~ny 

Pforzheimer Ida Oenald~onvill oa,l:lal4~.onvill.e; 1:9'.38 04/2~/19~8 µ~µgf:1t~r ~f lifelong r~sjdf;!nt 
.e,LA . LA Henr.y.. of 

Pforz:heJmer Don_alif so,nville 
a·n.a etiua 
Wli?Jnhau-s. 

. 

Pforzhelmet Lena Donaldsonvm Dtjnaldsonville; 1921 Q4Jp911.91r· da_ug~i~r of , ,lifelong resident· 
e,LA LA HeAry, of 

I · P'fci12h~rmer Ocrrial~$oriville 
andCJara 
Weinh:aus 

. 

N{)rz!le,1tnef leqpold 1878 11/03/1878. 

. PfQrz~eim~r ·Soph1e Donaldsonvill Po.n~l'c;:lson,vme., 1927 11/29/1927 <;laughter o.t 'lffelpng r,s,dert 
e,tJ\: , .LA .Henry of 

Prelibei.mer m>niildsonville 
and·crara 
Weinhaus, 

Pforzbe:lmet Victoria Oonaldscmvill Donalds:onv.iUe, 1935 01/27/193.5 daughter of .ltfelong re.s.id'ent 
e, LA LA Henry ,of 

I Pfor:zHe:im~r ,0-or:i~lds.onvil(e , 
anc;I Olar~ 
We~ohaus 

PforzhE!iA1et •William t>analdsc;)nViU Donaldsonv.ille, 1-931 11it311!131 son cif Her.iry lifel.009 re.side.nt 
Adolphe e; LA "LA. .. Pforzl:ieimer of · 

and Clara DonaldsonYl.lle. 
We.inhaus 

Polrner ~osalirt'e '1~0Q 19.00- '0.1/207'1900 01/1511900 da;u~fhter Qf 
-Ad~IRhanq 

. Annie PoJm~r 

(;'elmer Samuel Schriever., LA 1·890 1940 ·09/01/1890 1i/31/1~40 husl:>and of 
Slella t=eitel 

1~ 

.h - -:--



-· 

Sar,iame ffrs.t ~a_me · Pf~ce.of Pl.a~"e of Ye~r o.f Veu of Date of -· · Date of RelaJionshjp at.her 
(Ma';qen N'a.me) . Birth 

' 
Death Birth D.e.~h B.irth D~atl:I 

P.rii:l,s- Anna New Orle~n,~ 18~:t 1.870 CH/30/1847 OJ/Of~l1871) w)f~· 9f M~rac 
Seho~nqerg 

R~Qnael Adelai(te Miiltelbro1:m, 1838 ' 1879 09710/183~ 12/21/}8'79' wife' ofJ.ose:ph 
Alsac_~ Kline 
Lorfaine 

Ro~s rhnolp 1;9Q3 1Q~3 0.6/12/1903· 11lO31.19,0,;f 

S$3muelsPn Morr;is 1911 192Q 0]11.5/.19.11 11./21/192(), son °'f $amui;.:I 
c1nd ~~J,eioa 
'$am.uelSQn 

. Scboenber,9 ~ acy ·Germa~y 183·3 1810 11/09/1870 ·,nurd.ered 

Scru:,nebr 
-:- .· I:. 1-8,50 1$11 

' 

' 
'~$fir~I_Tl '·Adele ' §.c_t:iweighc\US. 

en, A(sace 
1878 1·O1021f87? · .aged 22 years 

Schuster lsa-ac 19'28 04'/11/1:9'28 -a .resident .of 
·G..efsm-e,r, LA 

Sho.nber-9· Solomon- Cifldirinati; 
0H 

1853. 1885 02./1 411 8_5'6 ·07/2.1:1:1.88:5 

sJnger A~att'iihe '1868 1952 A~a-man. of 
V!!i.lOr 

S:inger Raphael Hl56 1944 He ,serv.ed th'e 
Lord -

' -

Singer RO.Slfl8 1896 t93,9 · Blessed be her 
memory 

Stem(els , Carrie Alsac~. 1869 1~43 09/03/1869' 071181'1943: 
(Kes~f~r). ·Lorrain~ 

$ferafels Ertiile '1894 f96'Q, 06116/18.9.4 07 /GS/1,96.0 

14 
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-

I Giner StcO:h.Jh:le .FftS.t 'Nar'ne. ·Praccrof f'Jac~ •at Ye~r .of Ye.ar.of l1af~ of [_)'ate of l\~la~i~;mship • . + - • 

(Maiden: Name.) Bitth O.eath Birth Death Birth DeJth 

-

·Stemfels Euni&& E:rls 1,902 1947 09/05{1992 Q7/'H)11$47 

Stemfels Julius E.rfeld~, 1863 t9.23 07.11911863 10/1871923 
Germany, ' 

Tobai's Liflian 1Q2$· , b1J2,11f926 d.aughterof aged. 3·1 ye~-~ · 
Joaas and 
AugiJ.sta-
Tobias, 

- -
Tobias 1i92 infant of Jonas, 

' and A&Jgusta 
Tt;~bi~,S 

T'obi~s ' Ai:;ielah 18.81 ., ,012211·~8:1 da.ughter af ijged_ ,g y,e·ars" ·8: 
Mqs1?s ~nd months· 

" 
Marte T o~ias. 

Tobias -J_bna$· 1.~($,0 , t91 4 {)2/~4/1860. 0111171$14· W(?od'Met'l of 
the W:0rld 
mark~r. 

Tobh:1.s- Maas Cutno, Baton Rouge, 1·8.'91 1.0/l0/189.1 ageQ 59 y.ear;s 
Poland,. LA 
~ US$l~ 

w arbrette l;azare. s_chW.~i!ilhejm ij~yo·"' 1857 1'878 11/,14/1,8&7 Qijl08/1~78 dieC,, of yellaw 
, Alsae.~ l ~fourc;be, LA (~yer 

.Weil Gedru~e F.t~,c~~ho!f en, 
Als-a~e 

1~25 1!:l9'2 01~e1ta25 11Ji4Si1'a~2 

\iVi'J!l 1-i~my . 1es'3-. 01,0311msa aged .s· yeats 

' 
Weit He.rman. Heilingon, Napole·onv.me- 1'81'8 1'882 

Grancf D.1.1el:ly 
otl;laden 

15 
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' su,n~m~ First ,Na.me . I 
P.t~.c:~ ,:;,t .. Pra·ce_of Yea1 dt' Ve.arof 'Date of' ··· El.ate of Re\atiQn~~iP. ,Oth11t 

.(Maid.en N.am~). 9irt'1 Death' .Birth D.eath BUtn Cleath' 

WeO Hermenia 1869 '193l 

Weil Lo.uis -Germany 1893 (;)5/25/1·893 ag,ed· 74 years 

Wel-1 Moise · 1877 18~7 osioa11at7 04/07t1·89T 

-

' Weill e!h~f!es . S¢.hlrhoffen1 Ascension 1878 10/2511878 son of ~geq 2.E{ Y,,ears 
,Alsac;~ P.~tisli Abrahc,1rn Wefll. 

-
Weill G.uss 1864 1·925 

Weill , Han'nah Schitlioffe'ns, 1913 0.1 /15/1913 wif~·of Sa.m.u.el 
Geima~y( Mefter 

Welil, Lester 18-99 '191'8 sori of 
· Isaac Hermer\ia and 

Gus.s Weil 

W~ill M~ri~ ·Sc.t)irhoffe:!'l·, Don~ldsonville, .. . 18.31 188'7 02/03"1831 , Q2/0'9/1887 wif~ofM. 
A.lsac,e· LA Jobias 

~einha~s Cla.ra. F._h : 1838' ,fa,85 ot116/ 1 ll38 1.0/01/:1865 Wi~ .pf Heory 
Pfoizheirnei 

Wei~stt1enk H~nriefie in9:enfi~lm, 
Germany 

1885 0210th ,a5• 

'Weinsctte-nk Solomon Kucheih),. 
Bavar[a 

1180f:1 1~81 P4l19/180~ 10/30/1.~.81 

-
Wolf Paulihe New Orleans, 1_862 ·1940 09/0111.80'2 Q,1/1611940 

LA 
' 

W9!f~.n - -~Ptiria_n_ 190'8 1.908: 10/20/19.0,8 1-2/08/1,9_0.8 son t1lA.aron $tQn~:br.ekerr 

- anl;f Eva 
·Wo1($on 

16 
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- -- - -

·-- Hea.psto·ne lns6dp.ti:ens ' 
from Ce.metede.s of Extinct:Jewish · C:omrri:uniti:es 

in Mississippi'-& Lou:is1aria 

a= tatiklirl,. Lcn.iisiana· 

Surname. Fir.st Name Place .. of Place-of Year -of Yfan,if Dat~ of Date .0.f RelatwnstlJp other 
(MJiden Name). 

' 
Birth :Death B·ir(h 0 ealh ·eirth Death· 

' 
.; *· -

Bacharach· Fannle.- New·.Orlean~. Franklin, L:A t8~4 1907 1•0/Q9l18.54 02i24ft907 
LA 

.Bloch Bn.mette-. Fenetr'ange, .Abbeville LA 1,gmi 02111t190S ~ . + *.: . , 

. (G0c:1cl:ia'lJ*) Frahc_e_ 

Bloch Florede Fenetrage 
' 

$loch .. Moise Fenetra:nge, Fi'anldil\. LA 182'8 1902 11/09-J.1902 
,Fran~~ 

. 

Bloeh Refne- Franklin, -LA 18.3_0 , 1.379 1·2}1011830 11'12:1/1879 

Bloch Samson 
I ' - ., S~yerne. Bas 

Rhl11el 
Francie · 

fr@"nk)in, LA_, 1·a1,.o, ··18'5'ij, 07/84£1855; 

C-ozJne, Jr. Cornelius 
. .Heiiry 

ats.e_a 1-84~' 1.659 03/G~/1 ~•1:6 07/14HB~9 lost 6n the T.D, 
Hine.· 7/4/'185S 

I 
I · No e_y.e 'te> pity 

an'd li'IO arm ta s~ve· Or~natqh 
hiinfroma -
wafr::y: grave: In 
th"e ntids,t of life. 
we i'if~ in geath 

Durst Henry• .Fra.nkltn, LA 18414· 18:$2 Q2/12/1844 07/31/1-852· spn-•of Charle$' ·At R,esf,:ag¢d 9" 
and:i heresa 'yea.rs, i rJio.nths 
burst 

1 

.. ,.,.._ 
E:? ' -.:-=="4···· ··- --~-=="-· . 



S:utrtame / Fitst Name / Place. of 
(Maiden Rame,. Bfrfh 

PJace·of 
O.eath 

Ye0ar or- I Year of 
Bh"tn Death 

Gedclia I.ix-... . · .. David 

Gode.hau.~ Hari~tte 

Gopc!wu~. Jacob 

Q9_d_cha.t1~ · Mala.ni 

HausrnaA feli~ 

Ha~srn~n Henry· 

H~u$mann "Fath~(; 

·· Hau.smann •.o~otl)er" 

Hausmcmn David 

Levy Eli 

Levy Florence 

Levy Hennett~. 

Lurie, $eli9 

·Mayer Gamife 

Fenettange, I Abb,eville, LA. I 1f3'~ 9 
France . 
Fra11t<l1r,, LA I ''franklin, LA I 18:55 

Fr~nklln, LA 

F'enettange, 
F<tanc~ 

Neworle.ans; I 1847' 
LA 

Franklin, LA l82:1 

Patt~r~an, LA. I Patter.son~ LA I t·e53 

P~Jte.rs_c;,,n, LA I N,,ew ·Orlt):ans,, I 18&7 
LA 

Hemmer., 
France 

· Helli:rne,r, 
Franc.a, 

~emP.en 

"Fr?tnkiin, LA 

frank!ln, ~ 

Franklin. LA I Franklin, LA 

1B$4 

1,840 

1891 

H3'38 

1818 

1865 

·t900 

1.881 

1·87~ 

1874 

·19.1.a 

1'914 

1.926 

1854. 

1908 

1854 

18$1 

1913 

i 

Date of 
.Birth 

04no11-a1 g. 

12/,23'/'.1855 

12/1~1.1847 

Q2/1.4/185t 

05/24/i:&57 

01)Q;3l1891 

12/..16/18.65 

Dale.et 
Qe.ath 

06129/19D0 

1211onas1 

O~/Q.5/,Hf?-9 

t2/07f1874 

0.U13/1918 

12/1211.914 

08/04/19,08 

. Q71Zt.Yll851 

02/24/1.,913 

c=:=:==========~~!t~x:rx:I'_ .,r□J·~ :- - -- _,. - ,:;c- - ·· - " -· 

Re 1atiOll$tlip Qthe.r-

~g~d a2 year$· 



$Qrnam~ Fir.st N~me · Piac:~ of Plai;e of' ~~arof Yeat,o,f o·ate of- ' o:~te e>,f' , ~elad~nst'iip · ·0\her 
·•(Maiden Nan,,e) 

. - · ... , .. ·, 

. Birth Q•afh Birth 0:«1,h Bitth D~•t1' 

Ma.y.er Henry 'Fr~nklili, LA Franklln~ .. LA 185.8 '-1915 11'/Q7;/18Jj,8 Q)/02{1915 

Mayer 1$.sac Franklin,. LA New -Orleans, 1.857 tf'.928 09/2011'857 05104/1928 
AL 

Mayer· .Joflahna Monsheim, Frarikliil,. LA 1828' Hl12 0'3'/1711912 
Germany 

Mayer J.oseph. Franklin, LA Greenw<;iod, 1862. 1'917 '01/24/1862 0'111"8'119-17' 
LA . 

Mayer- Lazt:Jrus Mon~lieim, Franklin LA Hf24 f~58 . 09/0Z/1:S58 
Germany 

l. - • •. ' 

' 
. 

Mayer Mayer Monsheim, frankli'r.'I, LA_ ts~o 189,1! 12124/.1820 07/2011691 
. Germany ' 

Meier Mary. Kltters:heim, Houri:la, LA 18.39 1891 ·01/20/18.91 .Wife of Ct,a(le.s, ~tie~ 51 years 
.Al$i:i¢e. Me_ier 

' . Schumuler Michel ,Gle.nGde, LA Tibbs, MS 1886 191.9 0.~0111886·· '07/27/'1919 

•S.ellgmao• 1..ina Glencoe, LA 1·84'7 : 1907 1'0/Cf3/1·847 03/061190_7 wjfe of Rudolf 
• - • + 

H~ilf 

Simon ·$arah. 18,Q~ 1871 1:0I01/f869 Q1/f8/f877 '<Id.opted 
da:l.lghlet af Mr, 

In Memory of 

and Mrs. Hanf 

.. S'tlffel Julia New Orleans) H~le11a-, Ark:. 1&60 1$40 1°2/16/18'60 · ·09/1~/<t940 
LA-

·-
.. -

L 3 
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. . 
I 

Head$!one ! ns¢ri j?fion$· 
ftdf.Tl Celin~.t~ri~s of Exti_net Jewish Cqmmunit.ies 

ih Mis~i-$siP.:pi ·& Loui&i~na -

Morg!ln <;!t:Y,. LoJii'S:i~na 
I 

-· 
Surnam.e .First Name. Plat·e of Placeo{ YeatQf Vea·r9f Oate .of ·oat'e of R~latic;>n~hip .:Other 
(M·aiden Name:} · Bfrth Death Birth · Death Birth Death 

8,eclse.r Nathan . Schwecfilausen, 1'.8.67 1.914 03/02t186.7 07-124/.1914, 
Gefmany I 

I 

61.Uil,'I , ~ r,l:'hU.l)d 189JS 1,94Q: 
.. ijaral<;l 

I 

Blum Arth.u.r 1872 1937' 02/231:1.872 10/05/193.7 

. 
• 'Blum Qor~ 1aaa• 1~42 . . 
(Loeb) 

Blum Fannie Alsace 183"9 1.81$ 08/t-3/1:-83'9 11 /23/19:15 wife of 
$,o_lqmon.BIUfl'.l 

.. 
Bluin . tsrt;Jore 1.937 1210.5/1937 

. 

' etum .Jennie 1871 t964 11/,14/1871 10l.19ffi54 
. . 

J31um . J_µlius 1.9:27' 10/Q47't927 
* • ·- -

Blum. l:.eQ') 1665 t919' 12/()~/1~~5· 07/14f19f9 husband of 
lr'nia, 1.ev,y 

. 

Blum Lociis '1872' 1-92$ hu~ba.nd o.f 
lsa:bel .AlW.es 
(?). 

. 
.. 

Blum Melani~ 188.1 195'1 Q3/29/~8_81 Q7/04/19S1 

1 

... 
- - , - -----·· · ~ ·~- - -~---... -ill .......,, __ rzm· 



I Sdirlalh~ · Fimt' Name• , Pf~c.e ()f , 
1P.race .cj.f Year of' Yearof Oate of 1:late of Re l~tjQ'J)Ship ·otJntr· 

{Maiden Name.J •,a.·1r(h D~·@th Birll;l :oea_tl:I Barth D.t:atb 

arum .s~m - 18Q9· t92·Q 

Blinn Sofornon Alsac.~ Thib0,dau.~. 1824 19,06 0511811824. 11/02/1906 
LA 

,Bfum S_tellc;1 ·187.6· 196.6 01:/06/1876· 0'2f17/196.6' 
-

-
Blumenthal · l;manu~l '1'886·, 1928 02/1,$/18.86 •.04/0 7'11'828. husband·of 

'· Cel1rie 
.Leoni.arm 

Carribefl · Jo~eph '1919 ' 

--

, camaen , Ricnard• ' 1951 Q111~i11§1 

Colman(?:) 1-:QU 1888, '1920 11/0.9118:88 '03/2011920 aged '32''yeafa 

'Fisher .;A;~Qrey 1saa 195$ 

F1~ti~r J.os;~ph ' 1882 1'·9~8 
t· 

'' 

'Fisher !yl. AIJ>ert ,19,14, 1919 

' -

For.got$tori: Mi,ldred 1'904 
(:Norman) 

1"~_58 Q8/1?J1904 01/1$/1958 

freu·nd Gelia 1~~$ 1943 
(Bh.inienthal) 

Gougen't-te1m Ester 1'949 02/19/t9.'49. wlfe of 
Ch.ahdos ,st 
Jot-in B·ria'nnea 

G.t:ozier {?) 'Spurcegr:r 1899 19A4 04/16/1,89..9. 05102/194,4 

2 
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'S·orn.-·me o·ai'tegf 
I 

Flt.st Name Place c,f Place.of Yeal'•Of v,~r·o,f DatJ ·of , fteJat1onship Oth_er ,' 

CM.aid.en• Name} B.irth · .Death a·irth Oeatb Birth pe~~ 

Kahn· B'ertha. l~72 
·('-e~ly) 

19$7 12!,fQifSV~. 10-/05/19S-7 

. 

. Kahn· Charles 1901 1:g55 10/1~/1'901 9 ~'/1-4/,1 ~59 

Kahn 'Henry 1870 19'37 oett1./fa10 10/05/1"9'~7 
. 

' 

. Kahn Leon. Hatten, Alsace 1860 19'22 03/2811:86'6 02/2$/1~22 husb.an.d of 
Tm,e •lo.ea 

Kijhn LOUIS' 1-iiatten, Alsace ·1aea 19,14, 12/.13/1'868~ 12/06/1'914 hust>an.d of 
' AgoeS. Lealahc 

Kahn Pll,illip Mo(g~n c,ty, LA 'N~w ·drle.c:ms, 1934 1:9.40· 05/14/-1.93:4· 1i1121124.Q s()n of'Ch'as,. E ag~q 6. ·y,eiar-s, 7 , 
,Dc}vid LA KahA-and 

Estelle Oohe.f.l , 
mgntns 

. 

Kahn Tillie ·1'873 , 1958 , 01/03i18'73 07# 7/195'8 
(Leet:>) 

·., - . -
.. 

I 

Letifnann Al~ertihe 1·~·1Q 061f0/1;9·16 

. 

Lehntann eeline 18~8- 1953' 04'/03./1 86'8, 0·1/0711953 wifeof 
Esth.er £:rnqn~el 

~I u menJtfal 

Lehmann Charley .2!eJlwelller,. Mdr.g:an o·ty 1S51 18:78 08l0111S.51 Q9/i7/187·6 , . ·- . I ' 
France LA 

Lehmann Elsi~ Obern~I, 1e4a. 1~2~·- 05l2.~/184'8 04t25/.1 9'23 G.od in m~rcy 
(~evy)· Fra.0.9~ ,g'iving, {ot>k f)'ef 

' 1to His heaven.I? 
home; 

Lehmann Jiicques zellweiller, NeW Or.leans, 1·845 f 89'ij' 10/29/184.5 •09/16/1896 
Ftange LA 

I 

3 
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-

, sor.,i-ame Find ·Name P'lac~.of Pf~lf~~-•of Year ()f Vear of Dafeof Daje o.f 8,el'~tionship QtJ)~t 
•(Maiden ,Natn'eJ, Birth t>·e-ath 'girth- De~fh Birth Death 

leh'rnanh Meyer 1'at2 19@3 ' 1'2(2◊/1872 o:112e11~~-a 
' 

LelJtn·ann Qpfavic1 1~46; '.□-l~/07/1~6 

. 

· .Lehrnar-m Ther,esa 1a1a 1947 t2/24l1819 06/26/1S.47 ' . 

' . 

Levy . Amelia ke_NeilJe, Mo;rgan CitY,- 1852 1878 0811 Ol18.52 09./23/.1878 wife of Louis 
Germa,n-y LA . levy 

l,..~yy , P. MeyeF 1900 1970 PEi/02119,00 09/28/t970 

Lev~ IJrna· 1'8.69, 1'91'4· 09/06/.1869 12/0&/1914 wifE.! of L.e,0J1 
. Blum 

, levy Louis Sc.atbaur,g, 1~19 1_2,atr(af s · _a_gea 3.'1 yfi!:Brs~ 
Han_ce PeaGe t0 his 

' 
~sh.e$' 

Levy M!lldn 1908 ' ·19~6 QS/1911:908 11 l~0/1 9.fj,6 
... Sidn.ey 

' 
Levy V\'ol~, 1866 1930 03.!1 'J.Pt 86fl 05/~7/~930 '. 

Jacob 

Loben.$tein 'Hen_r:y Columbus; 1E4°78 10/11/1878· son q( Rosalia 
Mississippi c!nd• Sigmun~ 

Lobenstein 

'Loben.st~in Rb.s-ana Polanl'.i t8.7'8. 1 Q/Q5f1c!f78 wife C!Jf 
, .s1gmuM 

Leben.stein 

Lo.beostein s19mund Germany 1.8.7& 10/09/1878 Min-is.ter of 
Congrijgaticm I 

SchaliJrey 
Zedeq~; Morgan 
City 

.4 
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I . . I fil' 
. 

, Surname · ,Ffl'$.t ame ' Pla.c,:fof . Platecif1 '(ear .of Yeitr o.f !)ale.of Date of Relationship , Other 
· ·(~a1:i1eri ~amef · 8ir,th , D~~.tlJ, J:ijfth Deiilh Birth Deatb 

' 
. 

t.:o~p Amalia: Rtfeirtpfaft, 1850 1911 07l1'5/18.50 041.09l1 9:11 
(.Neub-erg} Germa-ny 

Loeb Carroe 1~8-3 t96.4 Q1f.1Sl1'883 03/03/1964 
(Lo\!t) 

• + ·+ + -

' 

Loeb Emanuel 1860 1'879 04/0811'~60 09/1,7 / 1879 · 
.. 

', Lo~o · Jos. 1.81l1 f969 01/08i/f881 06/0711969 

' l,.,o:et). beopold ·f<-e-rweiler, 
B~vatla, 

1.83e; 1921 0'2'il2/1:83-9 Q'~/Q4/1'9_2t 

'G~rrnany 

1..o~b :RaJ.p.h 1&_6J 19,55 O~l,11/18.67 O 111:~/:1 9.S5 

loeo 
.(M~yer;} 

Reine 1886 1971 Q7"14/1886' 101211]:~71 

. 

, Uii-E~b Retta 
(PlsRer;) 

' 
~Oeb., S.ol 187S· 1:9.63.' 09/2911:875 ·05/07/Hl6'3 

L,oel) -Sp! ·19·1.o· 1935 01."24/19.tO' 07/31f1.Q35 

.. 

Mayer M.ax; 18?ti Hl49 O_B./0611~76· 11./07/194$ 

Mayer Rose: 18'91 '19~4 1 d/fo1i •s9·1 0'613011954 
(John-son) 

Mod'I Julta l8,5.9·· 1fMO 

Moen Ralph 8(:a\Jmont 188.B 1889· .os126.1.taa& ·06/29/18g9 - -~ :-

5 



', . 
I 

· Surifarlie ' First Nam, Place:of ' Place of Year of ·vear Qf Pate .of. pa~of ~.el~tionsJl ip · Other 
· (Mafden- Name) , Bfrltf · 'D~atfi Bi.rth .. Deail;i Bi.rt~ Death 

Moch $ok;nion SheryJl!e!\ Be~umon.i. 1·a,44· ' 18.9'f~ o.·a/i~11844 oa1-2111&as 
Alsa.c~: TX 

.. 

M.(?ncb Mau.rice 1-&:75 1S26 01/01/187.5 ·12/1 ~(1926 . 
. . 

Moqre ·Ct)~rtes 1908 02117 /1.908 aged 57. ~ears 

' . 
, Natpan ~amu~I 1.trra 19~6 

-
Norm~n. H11da 181& 1969 04{04/t878 t~Y,24/1969' . ' 
(Lo.eb). 

Norman Maurice ', 1674 . 19.~~ 06-/0?/.18:74 0712811931 

' 
Rose ·W. :!?li>n of L¢Li 

Colman 

Schl"efer Paul 18.98 1Bfl1 09/5Ql1898 02114/:1981 

Schwartz Malvrr:i~ 1.ae.2 1956 0110,11.1sa2: 08/26/195.6 w1te~fW9lf 
Ja~t;> L~vy 

s'ilber 
(Lehmann} 

<;l.ara 1{}.79. 1,941 11/0~/187~ · :Q1l1211941 

Silb~r Samuel 1Q29 05/10/19l9 h,Y$band of 
Glara; 

I 

Lehman·n 

Sass· Caroline 'Ke.rville, Morgai;t• City. 1856 1878 06/~711~6 10/0211'8.18 
Germany LA . 

6 

,.-



--- - - - - - - ~-----~--- - - ~ - -

. H~adstpne ln.s~ripJions 
· 'frgrn eemet~rie~ or E~inct J'ewish Cemmunit1es ' 

in Miss·is,sippi ti Lours~na 

Natchltoc.hes,.. Louisia.n~ 

S.Qmame First Name• Pl~ceof r 1,ce -of Year-•of Year of bate:of bate of' ~eJati'ons:hjp dthtr ~- . ~ ~ 

, {Maiden. Narne) Birtb Death Birth Death Si'.,th 'peat~ 

Aaron Egw~cJ. 1,~61: tfha 9a1.2714s91 0.111·G./191'3 

Aarqn. Mor.tis 1~68 l~4?· 10t1Zl1_8'6$ 0'5129/1943 
I 

' 

Aaron $amu~I P-rus~ra 1'8:7-3'.. 10/16/18.73 . age.d 3.7 :ye.af$' 

· Bath Emily Jefferson; lN, Natchltaches., 1:8'42' ·tij24 Oi/1~t16A2 021.2011'.924 
LA . 

fJrQW.n Henri~tta P-ru~s,a Natghita.-Ghes, 18.19 1;8a.:i 03/1'1/i 89.7 
LA 

Ga.13p_ari Aope 187P 1,~2~ 
(l,;evy) 

. 

~spar! ·s~m 1868 11941 

Cohe~ Philjpina 1874 .0~'/1 1l1'874 Wif~ of A. aged' 38 :Y:ea.rs 
Harril?• 

Dreyfus Charlotte 1186~ 1.~~4 08/0jtHl66. ot 1Q~11954, 
. 

Friedman. C-a'roline. 184J, 1.906 09/2011 (347 12J~l)ii~Q6 

Friedman f:liz~b~th. 191;2 1969 1'0/1.6/1g12 , 0,710'.3/1969. 

. 

Friedman Harry 1895 10/21(1 a-9·5· son of s.a·muel ag.ed 1-4: years, 
. . 

1 

- r---6 , ~ --- ~ --
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I , 

, · First Nam• ,f'-ia~e of 
, 

Surname .pJace:·of. Yea.rot Ye:ar .df Date.of ,Date 6f Relatio.flship .. Other 
: {JdaideQ ·N~me) , Birtb Death :Birt.h Death Bi~h .. Death 

an·d e:aroltfle 1 o rnoi'ifhs•, 2 
F-ri'edman days 

Friedman Harry '1911 1955 12/2.0/19.H 01/09/1965 

Friedman H~nrretta 1(}7Z 1'9S9 o1JQst1a72 (}'5/28/1959 qaughterof 
Saml,!el ,and 

' I 8a.roli.n•e-
F.fiedman I 

Fne.dman lnfant 1945· 11107119:45 ,son. of Sylvan 
and. Eliza:beJh 

, Fr:i~dman 

1885 1'11291194·;3 rson of-Samuel ' F,rie<:2man Isador~ 194~, 0112Z/1885 
arid Qarolrn~ I 

Frfedrnan. 

. Friedman Ji Isaac t871 1949 ~pn c;:iJ s~rnuel 
and Gar.Oline 
F_de_~aA· 

ffledman Lt!O!'l Natc.hezr LA 1886 1948 10/2;3)~ ~86 gQ/9.1 /1'94ff ·-s.on•of'Sam.u.E:!I 
·~n-i';f <;ar~l.in~ 
'Frie.cfm~n 

Friedman Matnye 18·80· 19·59 01/09/1880 11./1211959 

-
Friedman Sadye 1'892. '1965 08/24/1892 03/071:t9.65' wfte of- Isadore 

Fri~dm~tl 
., 

Fried.mao, Sam!:lel 1,8$8 '1$31 Q:3/16/1868 1.0iSQl-19~ 1 

Ffiec;jtnan Saro1;1el 1a-.te: 1~&8 92120t18.48 Q2/16/18i8 
: 

Friedman Sylvan 19{)'8 1979 05/f9!190'!~ 03/1811979 double:s\90e 
Eff21ab.etn H. 

2 

.- ·= ..-::::---. ~~---. 



- - -- - -- -

FirstName · 
. 

Sarna.me _P'fa~,of Place: o.f Ye.at of' Year of' Date of . Date·of Re.lationsh'ip, o·ther ! • • .. 

(Maid'erJ. 'Nar:Q~) Bi'1ff . Oea.Ut .Birth o:eath Birth oe·ath 

Friedman 

Ganns· Manrtad uke· 1869 186:7 '11/27/1869 08/1:5/1867 sor'i of Michael 
Ganas• 

Geriuis James 18.69 Hl4ij 

.Harris J ohri 1874 .09/10/1874 ' . - . - ag~d 35,y.eats· 

· Heller Samuel 1~~4 1~s-=~· Qe/1 H1ll~4 04/1811,95.3 

Heymann S.ara Goue'rsherm, 1'8'3-9• 1.888 0.5/24/1'8'8.8 wife .. of Harris· 
·Germany. SJrri:o.n 

Hirsch Ernestine 1851 1'8.9:6· 0810'211896.' 

Hi.rscti .Mar:ti.n 1848 1884 . .os115.11 a4a OS/20/186.4'. 
.. 

' . 

'Hirs~h .M-lna 197-3 1~-&13' W1fa of James 
AC3enuis · 

Hya,ms ·Andrew Charleston, ,New Orl~ans. 1(318 1,870 01-/29/1818 
Jackson sc LA 

Hyam,s ~leazer CharJej}on, N a\C.h 1toehes_, 1810 1.86.ff 9w2e11.e.1Q 07/09l1'tllm 
Levy ~c LA 

. 

Hyman. Bath Pruss•~- 1_6$1' fQ/111;1'{~61 aged 16 years 

' 
Israel B:ertha 1.868· 1934 

l.si"ael '@:tistave 18$()' 1:935 

~ . 

Israel Jaoob 1·a1;, 1872 .0Ju2s11 a 1-r 01'/29/187~ ' 

3 

-~ -- - -



- - - - - --- --

· Si,,rnam~ , fil'$t f"ame Pr.a.ce qt Place of Y,eatQf Year-.of D'~teof ~~~of Reia(iQn~hip Qthe.F 
(!'tila.idf rt N•l';l)e) Sjrth. Dea-th, ... Bl~h Deatta Sirl.b Oe:ath, 

J~-eob Isaac Kempen, N~tchito~he~,. 18.36: 1-8.9.1 oa1t511aJs. QS/01:f.1~91 
Prµss1a LA 

~cob , Son 1881. 1a~2 101;21'/1.887. 03/09./189:2 minpr S.Oh of' 
I 1saaQand 

.Esther Jacob 

Jaffa Harris 1.e3a 1'911 . , 

Jaffa Hyman 1854 1'.~43 

' 
~ffie ~dna. 188~ 192~· '. 

' 
~affie Ac!oJpl:! 1854 nne ' 

. K~ffi'~ Atin1e 1·a:92 19:38 
, ':(Pincus): 

Kaffi~ eerlh~ 1a1~, 1955 

. 

Kaffie Dora 1'88'8 1.962 

'' 
-

Kattie Harrie 1845' 1925 

l(affie 
.. ' 1eae ls-adore 1948 

Ivan· 
' 

!c(affie Joseph 185ij 1~17 

Kaffie Julia 1855 1948 
{Levy.) 

4 



"s .. 
, 

·. -. u-rna·me• F.irst Name.·.- Pr.ace.of I Pfac.e .of ·-reato'f" ~tar-of Date 9l . D-ate of . Rielati'onship :Other 
(Maiden: Na'meJ. .Birth neath Bh'th Death B•irth oe·atn 

Kaffie- Satnue! 1fJ1E? 1877 

'Kca~$on Abcaham 
' I, I 

188-9 191·~ 11_n 411 aa,9 10/041191'8 
. 

Kllanson Jake· 1885 1.s-es ·Q8/06/1'8j5 O?ll6t1_886 
I 

,,Kransoo Julius 1895· 1-896 ' 11./211:1,~95 1Q/f1/1,896· I 

Kran~n Willie Lew.i's '1'887 18$2 1,211111&87 1011111as.2: 

- . 

.Levy ,Me.en '1901 1903 1113U/t9.01 ·05/14/1.9.03 
I 

Ot>'tothy I 

I.;ey:y ~dna,, 1a1,5· 1~6-Z 
. 

. le~y E.ttl! 18.81 Hl~.0 Q9/20!168t ~71~·11:1 ~60 

Levy Ha-ny Kalwary 1;843 ~9Q8 04/14/1'849 O·ti.25/1905 
Suw.alk_, 
f?plahQ 

Le.vy ' Helen 1888 19.77 0'4/27:/16,88 0211 1/1:977 
(Bl.ant.on) .. 

Levy l.~a.ae- 18f>.a n~,os Q4/16./.1 Sij3 10109/1905 h~.sband of 
l ·ena Levy 

Levy. .J'.ac.ob Fr~nce N~t~hitQdhes_; 1827 1906 01L22119'.0~ 
LA .. 

L~YY' }oseph 1'~'9·1 1Q71 1012211.891 04/05/'1971 

Le.vy Juli~ 1&~8 1$0.9 11,Q~ftaa:a 06/1:6/1·909 

~ 

_,. ~ ~--·~~~.";. _.::.-=----~ 



Surname First ·Nan;te' Pt~e·-of et~ce of Yea.r of, 'te~r. l)f Da.te o.f o·at~of' · R~!tl!~~ship Othei 
.(Maiden.Na;me) ' . 

Bi.rt:l:l De.-th B.irth. Death Bi,rth OeJt(t:, 

' 
l~vy, Ju~ijfl& 1862 · ·t~n-:, 10/2.6/1 ~$2 12/0.3/191.7 
{Preifu$). 

L.evy Leola·· · 187,9, 1,.95•3 

Levy Le.opold 1'$$3' '1'.937 01/15/t85'3 1~t2111.937 
I 

Levy Nannette t,oute.rboutg, 1-836; ':H,l02 1·2/08118'.36 · 11:11671902' w..ife of Jacob ' 

Alsac.e Israel 

· Levy PauJ 188S ·t 961 
,. 

Levy .. Raoul 
Alfred 

'1894, 1.913 03/1211894 , . I 07127./.1:9.73 

ueo~r Jacob 18·88 1964 1'111211~~8 Q3/q1/f964 

' .Usso Matt 18'8.4 1' 1I03/1884 wi.fe of Sam a.ge.d .30 ·ye,arS; 
L.is.s.o .3 mot1Jhs, 5 

- day~ 

Lisso, Pauline. Po-sen; 185.4 oe122r1 tt5.4 wife ,_of 
(Sc:1rm1ets). Ptus.s.ia. Abraham 

Michae-1 liS$0 

l ittman. Be,:,ny• 188.5 1897 05105/1 885 
' •• + • •• 

09/18/1897 son ofM. and 
P. Littman 

Littma11 Monarch 1$41 H388 0912'5/1'.88'8 

'll:.iCc.'11? Fannie 11874 1:9.48 06/0.611874 OS/26119.48· 
(Simon) 

. 

'Lucas Isaac 1.864 '1945 0510$/.186;4 Q,5/08(1~45 

' 
·Lucas Satie1 '1896 01/Qfil-1896. . d~µghter,df qg_~c;j j ,year, •~ 

6 



Sr:,AJa:m·e . ,Ftr:st Nam.e ,, Pfacf} of ' Place of ?(e.~r of ¥:ear of Date-.of .O.clte _ of RelatiQ.nship. Other 
. (Maiden Name) tti-1h o~a.tb .Birtt:t D.eat.t! Bir.t.b i>e-.-.tho 

1--------+------+------+-----+-----+-----+-----~--------+--------1--------1' 
·1saac an.d months; 1.'9 

' Fahr\'ie Luca~ .aayS: 

Lucas: -Sidney 1::ag.3 1'93"2' 0.-U.23/189~ 0911.21193'2 

Lucas- Wilbert 1 ea1 06/23/1897 -son sf Isaac- : :a9.ed,3 months, 
-and Fannie 7:days 
Lucas 

Marcus .!Saac 1 

1884 19,39· ·ott04/18..84 01'/0211·939 , , 

N~chm~n J~nus 189.$ l~64. oz11 s11 ~ ,9 oan611 ~64 
Benj~friin 

f"~lkep A.brat,iam 1880 1.951 

N~l.ken Augusta· 1874 tfl'E51 

Nell<en Bessie 1-&90 t&sa P~/1..311-8.~O 0712-$/1893 

Nel~n .Emanuel. 1882 1.~42' 

Nelkerr Fannle 1878 t975 

N,elken Lillian H~:a.t 197.2 05/12/~'l3S:7 04/Q4f1972' 

Nelken Miriam 18.93 1'97a 

Nelken :Samuel: '1851 '1921.c 
,;c + • 

Nelken Sarah ·1855. 1:931 
(Abrams) 

7 

_, &io:i· -- _.., 



· ·s urname First N,am_e P'la.ce (Jf _Pla,ce of Y.~ar .of Y~~rQf p~t~o.f ·O~te: ~t ,,fteiat.ionshiP Other 
(Maid~tj'~ame) Sird1 D.~ath. Birt~, . D~.ath Birth, DeaJ~. 

Nelk1;m William 1876 18-$.5 
' 
10/1.5f.H3!a5· 031•1.9/167!5 S.O'n '<if Sam 

and Sara.ti 
N..e.lken 

I 

Phillips Edward LiverppOI, 1'843 1\918 · adjacent to:: 
. ~n~hand 

.. 
Joanna Pl:l.!Jllp.s 
·FI.Acf: R.obert 

. 'Phillip,$ 

Pf'iilf rps. E.ll~a);)_e,tt, 1~97 ·01/04/.1,897 
.. 

· P'.hillips Es\ber Uve:rpj:)_ol, ' NatcnltQcheS; I 1'84~ 19~4: 10{2211'£!4'$ 0:5/18:1'{924 
I 

Anna England'. LA 
_ .. _, ';'" 

I Phillips; Harold I 1872. 1884 10110/1872 07/071.188:4 

Pl:l:Ulips J.a~Qb 186~, 07:1.27 /,166.6 

; 

· ·Phillips Joanrla Viclq,bl.,!rg, 1853 1·935· 
Miss. . . 

Phillips· Rel)a, 1874 19-0~ 1112111$.14 10/0'4/190~ a~ja~erit to: 
Harola Phillips 

P.tiilJips Rc)b~!it Natchitoches; w1a W4$ 1'2/10/1878 l2/21/1946 
LA ' . 

I I 

Ptncus ·S.a:rah, Prussia 1.885 03/1511:885 aged 10 . .2 ylJ.;its, 

R~ph.ael Anna 1'904 Q3/21/l904, wit,~ Qf $arn,u~l <tgeq 58 years 
(Nathan) . _ R-ap_ha.ef 

R~pha~I Mina 1 '9.09 04/10i1.~09, wrfe' ofE. b, S. 
P-ar?e 

~g~d 64 years 

'f{aphael 'Rqbei:t 
Nathan 

1a1e 188'9 ·o·e11s11s1a - - ·-•~".- - 02/2'5/1J3'~.9 I 

8 

==-="'·""==~ -===-,,w. 
- -·- - ·----..;..--- -----?-~-



.; 

:surname .First Name: Pla.c:e of ' Placeof Year of Year ol -i:;,a·te of ·Date,ot Relaticfos hip Other 
tNJaide,i Name) 8idh Death ,Birth De:ath -Birth Death 

R~pnaeJ Samuel Sumpter eam~ti 1833 1'8.81 oa,i21-1saa . .09710/1,8811 

R.a.pheif .,stella 1886 1~4~ 12/26/18.86 Q5110/1:946 wtf~ of.~~ke 
Lieber· 

Raphiel ,Albert 1'897 '1~Q0' 

Raphiel Etth'er 187:ij ,.~49, 10/05/1~78 04/3Q/1'94~ 

' 
Raphiel, Ho.ward. 1901 

C 

Rap,biel Howard Sumfet1 l8;1a· 188:7 12/20/1'81'8 ,05/02/1887 
P'tus.sfa 

.. 

Rapbiel. l<;la 1860 195,3 07(1811.880 09l29/~ 953'. 

Ra(:)~iel 
(B.eFtrand) 

Louise 11;154 192'Q" 1112911s:ts wife• o.1 t-lowafd 
Raphiel . 

Rapniel Mc1ry Belle 1903, 1·96.2' ad]a®ntto: 
Al)ieft F{aptiief 

Raph1el Sam H)89 
M~urf~t?-

1918 1 p19s11· ass 1.2'/os119~·a· 

Sacnse Edward 191.~ 0,11i11191a: aged 44, years, 
I a~Iac.e.nt 'to: 

M~ry, :simcm 
~a~f'lse 

S13cbse Mary •i:873 19.8·1 0,1/11/-1.813 07/14/.19~.1 
(Si111on~ 

$a.ab.um Annie 1:862 1~43 
(Rapbiel)'• 

-

Simon, Abrah~m 1e11 1934 QJ./24/187'1' 1211'111~~4 

'9 

--· 



-

Surn-ame Fi'.t$tfleme· Pfa_ce:Qf Place. of Year of 'fear of Oate:•,of Date ~f Refati'o.-.;.hlp Qtfl.tu 
(MaJd~n1 Nam·e) Bi.tth Oeatfl, S:irt,h', tleat.h Birth Oe~th 

- . 

l 

Simon 
' 

f,larr-is 8U$$la. 1{325, 1-9-10 01/241-1910 - ,,,. 

-

S.imQr, Sime.P-n 18.68 1ij_2;5 O1 l01ft·86'8· 12/14/192:5 

'' 

Sucidatn 
' (Lev;y) 

Bessie 1~81 1,947 osm4tta_a1 Q2/:2$/194'1 

S_u!toa Geor:g~ , 1889 19'6.5 031~!!./l as~ 06/d 1119'65 - . ; -

Unter C.h~les 1866· 1·926 

Utiter ·JO.~, 1~92 192-6' 

lintijr $~rah 1876, 1964 Wife.Qt Ch'a17les 
Ur.1ter, 

Weinburg Harold 1iasa 1890 .fJ,1 /09/188._$' 01 /1-9/1'8.9.0' SOh -Of$:. a:nd 
'C, ·Wgi1'bt1fg 

Winbarg Albert 1886 1:96A. 08112/18tl6 11./0911~~4 

Winbar~ E. :11877 ·1,9,4~ 02/28/fBTl 01i28t1948 , 

Wi11~rg t:ioc;t/e 1883 1!150 oatoJ/1 eaa 04/07/1950 

-
,Wiribarg. !i-

Wtnbarg Howard 1891 1947 07/17118:9.1 11/12/1947 Sgt._ t$4 
lnfcintry41 Div: 
WWI 

10 

~ __ ._ ....... -
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- - - -- - ------------

' sumame first Na.me Pl.ace of P:Jac·e of Year of Year of Date ,of , o.ate,of Re lathmlhlp ·r Other ' 

t,ft/Jaicf en -Name) B_i_tth oea:t.h .8i.rth , De.ath airth ·oeath 

. 

Winbarg · S1mdri Kempen,, 1'832 1910 0'4/2511.832 06/02/.1910 
Prussia 

11 

-~ -i,___~ .;;.. 



Hec:Jdstone- i ns.cr1ptions 
from Cemeteries Of E*tinct .Jewish Comtnu_hities 

in MisslssJppi & lo,uisiana . .. 

Op,e;lo..,.sas, ·Leulsiana 

Surname. Fir$t ti{_ame· P:tace'-Of Place·of Yea.r of; Y~a~of Date o'f Data of ijef~tic;,~ship, Other 
BJ~ - stri~ 

1··· -

(Maiden Na-me) Bi~h bealti P9ath Death ., 
I 

Ans:elnt 'Ida 1,e.~3 1~~n 10/~0718,~8- l0/01/1961 

.Asner ,Baby 192? 11.,i i11 ~.2-

Asher Philip- J.acks:ori, N.ew 'Orleans,, · 1.859 1911 09/23/.1859 0:Z/20/191·1 
Miss. I.A ' 

Asher Sy!~ain t891 1898 0310.3/18.91 10/28l18!l8 

Benjamin Gharie·& · New Otte.ans, 1.856 t88.4 0.8f2.0/t8&6 -091:1_ a11 s84 
LA 

Benj~,-nir,i. Rosa 18.80 18'81 0.9/2"t /18~0 10/~-1/1861, 
I 

Bloen_ Oscar 1873 1874 Q1f:Q5i18·13 12/0211 ~74, sorn of lo.s~_ph 
I .and Bettl'ia 

· Blobf.r 

Bloch· Ros·;aue 1841 1'895 1 t/0'.5/18,4·1 03121/t8.96 'w'ife of 
·Sglorno.n. l~aac 

Bourdier uman 1907 ·1973 .Q8/29/~ 907 0_g/1~/19'7:3, Wife o.f Jc1rn~s 
(Jae9bs~ Sourd!er:, 

daughter pf 
Aari?h ~n(I 
Harm.ah . 
Jacob's 

Bu'dd eelestine 1B95 19,32 wife,of.Rob.ert 

1 

~ -



--------- ·- ------- --=---- --- ----- ------ - ------- --,----- ---- ·- ---

·surname Ffrs:t -N'.rm&. Place ~r _Ptace9f Ye~r-of Year of a.at~ qf O..ate of :Rel~~iQnship Other 
(Maiden NarneJ EJ"irtll Beath Bi,:tt) 'D~th B-irth. · Pe.ath 

-

.(Ro.os) ~ - B.1,1dd 

Bu.ad Robert 18-~4 1957 121a111as4 01:12411'897 
' 

D_a.Vis Lottie 11901 1903 09/08/f~J'Q:1 0411711903 daughter of 
pavid ~-Pavis 
ah-d b'ella 
Goi:Jdcflaux 

oa'itlln May 1904-
:(Orkin) 

189'2 07/04/1904 os11:zt1982 

--
Da'ILl1n, Zalman t925 1981 o-a11 s119z5 0-7126/1.981 

Qr!s,i~-
-

~llert Lottie ,f3i.g C~ne St. 1849 1,ae:1 10112/1 ti49 12/17!188~ e:ortsort of 
Lari~r:y ll;lt➔.P.QI~ 
Parish, LA Ga4dctia~~ 

Fimber~ Marx 1858 wos 12/10/18f58_ t2hru~,so9 

Firoberg R'.obert t~~7 '191'2 01/07/1867 1211 ~/19~1~ 

Firhb"erg Sntomon 1.884 05127'/1884 , a~j'ed 52 yea'ts 

Rrn:berg Till.ie 1888 oa11111a:aa aged 15•-y.ears-

i=-rankel .Emma 11~Aa; '1,922 ' W.ife of ~9e9b 
•(Laeq)-- -Frankel 

FrankeJ Esther ·188~ 1'890 05/19/1 8.88 07&2f'i~~b 'chHd of Jos. 
Fr:a.nkel ~~d 
Emma-,Loeb 

Frank.el :Gustave, 1890 18.90 .Ot/29/1'890 07 /1~/-l 89,0 chifa ot Jos-
Franke.I and. 
Emm~ Loeb' 

2 

.. 



Surname FJC$lNam~ Pl:ac-e.of Place of Year of Y'ear:·of Oate,of · Dafe,of R~t~tlonship• 0.ther . -· (Ma;idtn Name) Blrtb Oetth Birth . Death Birth t>eath 

Frapls;el Jacbb 1e~g .. 1~41 . 
. 

Fr.ie~marci Selma 19·14 1~89: 09l0?11Q14 t)4/19/1988 wi'f~:.of.'.~amu~I 
(.Steg~J) 

- . 
F. Fri~clma·n 

Goudth·aux Ab..tahart:i 1884 195:7 06/1i9)1,884 09fls/1.as1 
:, 

G,ou<41;ft~J.Q< Q7/.1Q/1,874 Qt/.14/1 ~~-g ' Cal.lie ' 187:4 te93, d~ughter of 
' . 

Jake L. and .. 
~osepnfne 
Goltldchaux 

; 

G9.uti~haux Chari~$ :1871 1940 Q.21.1 ~/1'8\71 04/27-11940, Or. 
.. 

$o'li.dchal,ix ~geAe 1899 19.29 ,son"qfJacke L. 
,,~nd Jqs.~phi ne 
Gqugchau.x 

·Gouel'chaux FlorEme~ 1.&&3 19632 091¢4/t88·3i ti/~S/1'962 Wife. of br. C,, 
'(Wolff) A. GQUOChi:iUX 

eoudchaox Jacka 1-889, 1937 

Gou.iichaux Jo.s.ephine Schirhof~n •. 1'8081 193'8 · wife of J'ai3ke ' 
(Wei!), A.lsace; ·Goudch:aux: 

Frange ' 

Go.14d~haux L~o.n 18i1 ·19.44 ~/17f18ft1 1011'7'!1.94'4 

$oµq<:;hau~ l.eopold Brumath, 
·Alsace 

l8A4 1920 08/29/1·844' ''~ ' 
,0@/24it920 

~ . . ' 

Haas AM, 1:a1~ 1,~~ di3/03/1-87Er 11/117192'2 Ot, 

Haas Elise 18-98, 1898 05/23'./1898 01/0511'8.98 
(Roos), - -

3 

, ·-=-=..:x-~- - 4 



..... .:. 'L..=C - - -- :w._,...;::-----=--------~ 

I • I . ' 
S'.ucn.~f.Re_ . ·Fi,;s.t Nam& ,PJ,ace of Plac.eof Ye.arof Y,earot Date .of ea,j of · Relafit?ns-tiip '· Other 
(:Maide1,1, Name) · IDfth Dea.th Birth Death Birth Death 

Haa.s John 1863' 1g.22 01(02;/189$ 1 Q/Q2l1 .922 Ur. 

Haas Leon 181~ 1'947 05/Q'7/{876 ·0212.a,~947 WQ0.dman and 
Samuel Ma~9ni~ 

,EmQlems 

Haas. Leonard '1899 1904 '1111'511899 :021,2~11904 

Ha.as, Martha 1920 19:70, daugbter of 
' Ela.me M~ftxe-l©~b 

and De.AM. 
Haa'$ 

Haas Ma~~ 1880 1,947 ·Wife· of' Qr,-A 
·, (Loeb) M: Haas 

Hatd N.oah Leon 1'9'15 1-9S.O 0"1,L08J19,16, 11/29/19.90 · 
' 

M,D. 

Hart fanni~ 181.1 1,96Q 04l2/i,/1·871 01-l~ 11196.6 , wife of 
(Jae9bls) Fre4~~ic-'<:A-

Hart 
Hart rre9eri¢k fSio 1941 · 1 0/28/1'870' 6S/d9t1941 

,Ac:folphus 

Hart 'Rosa 19tJO, 
Lueille. 

1J64 08127 /1 ~OQ· 0670,1/1'90'1 daughter9f 
i=annie Jac~.lbs· 

' and Frederiek 
Ac#>lphtts, Hart 

~eymaon, Sarah· 1873· 1951 
(Lurc;h). 

r-lirsc_h Morrl's-Ar.on 1893 1,!;147 P'7 l11 /189·s 07/11/1,94,7 

lsaa9 Corinne wife, af l~a~Q 
R'oos 

4 
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$ur~1;1.m~ . . • Ffr$,.t ~ame •' Ptace oi ·Plac~ot Year of Ye~rof O~t{I qf Da.te 9f ReJat19-1:1s.tiip Ot\}'er 
De~t6 

' _,, ., 

' {ri,,aid,en Nam:e} ~·,th Birth Death Birth neath ' '' 
·1$a.a~ J. . '187~ 1937 

. . 

Isaac· Ida , ,ee4 1870 '05102/1 .. 8:64 09/2211.8.70 OclU:Qht~.t of 
S.o:Jomon .Isaac 

I ' and ~Psalie 
Sloon 

1::;~c Pa,Uline. 19,3.3 Q4/02/1.93i 
I 

,lsaac Sqlornon 
', 1~2~ 189.~ 03/06/.1-829 , 06/0Q/18.98 

' 
.Jacot,>s. · Aaron tij73 195.9 

,, 
' 

· Jacobs Adolphe - 1875 1'95,0 'Q.3'/2S/Hl75: .Q_4/06/1.9'$Q· 
; 

JacQb$, H~rmah,· 18JU 1'94~ ,wife of Aatoo 
(fiir_seh_ma [j)' Jacops, 

'• " . . 

Jaco,b.w Har:ma_h. ·1aat 19:6~ 1_2/(?.~/1'88~ 0.6108/1963 

J•acpbs J9nas, ·1aa, f907i 01/18/18'69 04/021190)7 .son df'S'ol. 
J;:tt;Q'l!Ys ahd 
Rosa [ucas 

J.acob.s Leah ·1887 196,4, 08/{5/1887 ' ov12at19e4 Wife of 
(HeU)::mm) AdqJphe: 

.Jacot:>:s 
-

J.~C.OQ.S Leonce 1'ff7"9 1S~O Oii04l1B7~ P3l13I1i9.ao, 

Jae.obs Solomon 11l39 1917 ' Mas.Onie 
E.rnblem 

-

Jacobs Ye~ '1867 1.94.9 'OS/04f.18.67 0!1/26/19.49, 

5· 

-
----- .. -- - - ·•• ":f •....,- - ~ I • - ·--c ~ ---- ~ - • • - - ....:::.._ _::,:_ __ - - --- --- -



. · S~m~m~; • f.i(tst N-.une P.Ja.ce oJ: ' PJaceo.f ·Year of · Ye:arof Oat~ of ,Date af Reiati.o,n.shJp . ,Other 
?M:i3f"'-11 Name), lnrth D.~ath ' ' B,j,th 'Death BJrth Death ' 

K-aufr.ma.n J.os·eph 1644 1'$78 o~/141ts-14 ·oeii.2l1 a1·s 
-

Landau Joseph 1'867 ~9B6: Q3t06l1867 03/18/19.36'. 

Lerher Ethel 195.8 ,1_$33, 1'0/15,/-'1858 11112/1'9;3µ · 

-
Levy e-enoi't Surbourg, 1t~6B 18~1. oaz2s11aa~ ·0·911.oi1a~1 I 

Als~G~ I 

Levy 1s-rael lfauxieiller, Opelous~s . tsa1 07/19/1881 aged 87 y,raf$ 
AI.Sac'e . LA 

· Levy fiAariQfl t 900 · 1'900, 09/1.7{'f.900 11/.0871'.:900. s.otr eif'Marx M. 
and Bonny~ G, 
teyy 

' leWls .Rose 1~81 18$1 Q4/1.0i1881 08/011.'1881 daµgflte.F.OT J. 
'Mamie anctH. LeWis 

lit?enncm J,u;;1nita. '18.74 07 /09118.74 daughter of 
.Un:a~nd 

·aged 6 months 

' Hyman 
- - qb,erman 

LieQ~rrnan lsiapre 1872 1876 001221,atz 06/05/187·6 s:on of L;inda 
I Kre_e·g,er and 

Hyman 
Liberman 

I..Qeb Edw,a.r!ii. 1872 1'943 08716/118.72. 11/0'U.1943 
Lee· 

Loeb ije>~-e.tui 188.0 Hl77 1212s11 aa.o :09/1'6'1-1977 ~ife of E,µW~rd 
(WQl'ff). Lee Loeb 

l,,~eb Sar~ Ru'hlheim, 18:4t 19.03 Q;3f1§/1841 08/26/rt 90~ wife of 
Gertnnay $Qlomon Lo:eb 

I 

l,.o~b Sol9rrron Gerolshe~m. New Orleans 
~ - • I 1893 06/2cyt1893. ag~q 5:3 yea.rs', 

:6 

- ··~•·.-..-...,._,. - ------· ---



I , 
Surname· , Fi~tN~me. Pf.a~e ~f · Rlace·•of Year of ·•y,~~n ot: Date p.f., Qate of, ReAaUonshi.p O.ther 

' '(Maiden Name.J Birth Oeath Birth, Death Birth Death . . . ~ ••'• . . •' ' 

R~e.ln PfaJ.Z, ~ 6 mQntt-is, 17 
Bavaria . dais [Additional 

tabas Ro~ 18'46 1916 Wife··of 
S9l9m9~ 
Jacobs· 

, Ma.rKs Efese 1 fM4· 1$~8'7 10114.11844 11/03/1887. wife a'f.Oavid 
- .Roos, 

Mit,chell Oavld· 1a:75 194A , 

, Mltcb~II ' F·annye: 1873 1~4"2 Wife of D~>ii.d 
(Loeb) · Mffct:u~II 

. Murizeshehner Mose$ , 1'~72 1'8.72 d.212111812 9W25/1872 

rnscriptionJ 
.. 'K.ur:scheetit, 
N,.O.'" 

Mul'lzeshetmer Rita• 1.ar5, 1816 12/281l 8i7'5 0710.l/'1'87:6, daughter t>fF. [l11scrip'tio11] 
Munzes.tieifT)"er ''Ku,r:.he~~f & . 
and S.~ra t.,oeb llfien\lenu,.12.0 

.. . camp st, N.d;" 
. - . -

Ph.illips Juanila 1878 1'818 0412'4)48'78 D9i:23/i~ze daugt(ter of 
. Fanny Kreeger 

, and Emanuel 
Phillips 

Pre~s.bur.g. Israel 187,6 1933 0,5/27f1f,76 02_{06/.1.933, 

Pr~s~burg Vfta 1876 1~59: ·1.2/03/1'8i8· 0~130./195-9 Wif~ of l$rael 
(M~_ple_s) Pre:s_~bur.g 

Rfsefnan 1An,n~fl!'a~ t912 1·~88. 1'2/0~11912 03(16/1988 
1 

' 

7 



Surname, 
tMaideJT Name} 

Risem'ao-

Ri~ema,n 
t,L:ern~r,) 

f{oa9h: 

Roos. 

Roos 

RO@$ 

Roos 

RQos 

Roos 

Roos 

Ro9~ 

Roos 

Fitat Name I Place of 
•Birth· 

a.enjam,n 

Po-ra 

. Ernma. 

Agolph 

OaV,j(_t 

Eda Lpuise 

lsaa:c 

J~~rrett~-

'' Jonas 

,Leonce 

Leor:ice 

Macy, 

Place of ·vear of 
D~·a.th Birth 

181§ 

1883 

·1872 

t882 

1:8'36 

1·ass-

1.875' 

187'3 

186~ 

'1897 

'1817 

Yeair of 
Death 

1S:~1 

1.981 

1947 

18J32 

19'18 

1928 

1~B<8 

195.S 

19.43 

1a1s 

1~76 

19:lt> 

8 

-=---------= ."! - -=-- ,--

Q'afe. of -
aJr:th 

1;2.127I1'879 

08/.15/<1'88'3, 

10/~9/.1872 

07/12/18.82 . ' . 

05120/1875 

05./24118?3 

d4n3/'1 ~6.9 

0:$/l)'~J.1897 

O'S/2.6118.77 

bale cit 
De,~th 

1 od.011s31 

1~.122/19&·1, 

R~h•tionship-

wifeJ1f 
B_enJarnin' 
R1s·eman 

07/05/·1'947 l wife of ~onas 

I 07/231'1 ?82 

08120/19,$ 

05/04/19A3 

08/20/1875 

05/19/1,~76 

O1lt'1 l.'1970 

Rqps_ 

, d;~ugM~r·(qf 
Isaac Roos 
~nd Cofinne, 
Isaac] 

,wife .. of_ Dr. 
John A Haas 

wife of Leon·s .. 

- ------ -- - --

Q\~er 

lf'r~n9tl: 
lnsgrlptfomJ 
L'lnn·ocence. ~a 
Tr1Uf11ptiee Au 
Ciel el_s Apg~s 
l'Qrit R~ppele 

PF..C US· Army 
,,World' War 1. 



~.,,. 

I Sur;riame First Ram& PJace·.d( ·mac~ bf Year c,f Year 9f bai~•of Date· of Relationsb'i'p Ot}ler 
(Maiden•·.Name)' . ·Birth Oeatf\ Birth De-~th Blrth D~~th· 

l;i,aas 

Roos Nattiah 1871 1900' 0'9/1:9/187.1 ,, - - - - - - -•. 
08/14/190'(j:' 

- . . -=- ~ - SC5.0 of Davig 
R;oosa,nd 
Elese Mart.es 

I 

scn.iff Ca.tvrn 193'.9 19~&. fOY09/19~3'9· 03101/1,966 son .of Ge.otge 
Edward and~. SGhiff' 

S5:,hlff .' Q'e.Qrge 19'04 19.49 11/03/19.04 01/0111949 
·Samuel ' 

'· ., 

Schiff •N¢11i~ 1898' 19ij4, .Q~/Oq/189a Q9/1c9/198:4 Wife of Get)'rg~ 
' (Ell~tn~r) 

' 
s. -$.ehiff 

Siege\ Abe 1883 4•~40 bQ/~6/1883 o3"/28h94'9 
I 

Stegel, Hattie 1.9-:3'4 fJS/Q-2/1934 w.if~ df Jbseph 
Lqnda:u 

Standei Berth?, 18l3:$ 1'876. OJ!/02/1 886 Q3)0_3/1978· wif~ o( Jut,11s 
St~iider 

. . . 

slander Julius• 1881 1~5Q 03i16/t8~1 Q9i22/f950' 

W~il Cl~ona 186.5 19:1'8 12Ji87.186§ 06-J,2271918 Wife.of Phil,L 
Asher 

Weil FeliX $hirl'loffen Rosa.LA 18.8'1 1899 05.119/1881 !19fi9/1'8!l9 
Al~ee 
l:.O.rraine 

1990 08/Q'9f 1903 12loa11 §J9Q ' Wir:rsbetg AtnQl.!i 1903 

Wins.berg· FraM~$.. 18i15 1954 ,wife ot Mayer 
(~,urch}. ,Winsberg 

Winsbercg, .Juliu.s 1906 1967 04/2$/1906 02/27;/1•9'67 
Aarein 

9 

. :.•-~ --- - - --



I , 
Sur.na'tne f"frstNam, Place of Place r,.f Year ,oi' Ye.ar :of l)ate.• of Cate.of ReJ.aticmshi'~ Oflu~.r 
(M.aiden·J/a:me) , .Birth Oe~·th Birt!'! Death Bfrth " oeath 

''[Viris_~erg M~y~r f.886 1,935. 
. 

W\nsberg ,William 1~08 t966, 12{14/1908 '02./0,9/1.9S:6 
Jacob 

-~ The inscrfptiorr of"Kursheedt and Bienvenu New Or!ean-s" ls tne-•imprintof the rnonum~nt maker in New·Orleans, 
~ • + • 

10 
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He~dstorie hascr:lptioris . 
from ·cemetet.ies of.Extinct Jewish Communities 

irj Mississippi. & Louisiana 

' PJ.aquentine,.. Lgais~na 

.. 
··surname First Name Place of Piac~.of Ye~r of Year9t Dat&.of oate of Relationship ,Qttier 
.(Maiden. Name) Birth .. Oe.ath 'Birth Death ,8ii1h Death 

B.ear Abraham Bllrg~undstadt-, B.ato'n Rouge,, 1786. 1·8.5.8 ()_4/01/t8'58 
Ba:vatia LA 

ae.~r · earo11ne 1.83.7 1886' '()'1121'11837 04/2&/-1.8.86 w_ife·ofS. 
H1rs~h 

Blu~m~nthal Fantii~ , W~lfisheim 1-a~li 1.911 oa13~/185.4 03/29/19'1. 1 
, (Mayer) G_er,many. 

Blu.emeo.thal L.azar11s H~s.se 18·1~ 1906: 04/10/1:813: 06/0$/.1$06 
Germ~!'Y 

' 
. Bli.rem~ntt)al M'oses- 1.8'92 1$.07 .0~1:t1h8,92 12/01If907 

a11.1~.stein Dora 1a:39_, 1.896 1.0/12/·183:9. 1 0/Q37H~'B6 Wi'fe:ofY., 
Blwe~te1h 

Bh1es;teln Lo,!:ifa ' 1'.863 1.822 

B,luestein. M. 1ea·e,· 1'905 1;Ql29/~9Q5 
. 

Bii,J8$tein• R.ebe_c~ 1869· i_.954 1w1911 e&g· 0.8/12/,19'94 
(Levy) 

$1um~nthal. Meyer H3$4 194'9 "12/:151188:4 .0111Sn9't9 

. 

Cohen J.aoob 190:1 doves_ on grave 

1 

-------- .;._-.--_ ---=--- ~ - -- ~ -



Surname Ff tst• Na·me, 'Place of ~lace.of Year .. of Year of Dale.df · oate of Relationship .Ot11er. 
(Maid.en· Name) Birth Death Birth oeatli Birth -., Death 

Cohn Data t?,e 1$62 01/03/1888 o5/ia11sa2 

Cohn . Mayer 1858: ' 1~'.3'~ Q9/l.,?/1 ~9$ 07tJ6J-19"33 

outhbert Levy Simon 1'873 195~, 11/2:2/1873 0'611l1)1g59 Dr.j ma.son 

Dl:ilsheimer' Jean·nette 1'835 1933 Wife of A_. 

' 
Kow~i.sld' 

D:ardenoe Esth:er 1'886 1-949.: 11-na/1.aas: Q.9104/1949,, 
(Gohn): 

Da'rd~nne Hei:iry 1849 .. 1910 09/.i6l1849 0'5/10/f~10· 
Dupre 

Pavi.d Clafem:e 18,89 189,Q 09/2p/1889 05./23/1890 sor:i of Chatl~s- ' 
anq Err,ima 
.Kahn 

.. 

Bpliraim Henrietta 1683 194i 111011,~$~ 0110·1 (1'~42 
(Levy) 

Epll_rarm Henrietta 1~99 "196'0' ·06/2011890 :oe104I1gso wlfe.: ot Mau ric,e 
tC.onn) J .. Ep,bra_im 

Ecphraim Henry' 1886 1'962' 07!/26/t886 · 02,/221.196.2 

l!ph_r,atm· Mauri~ 1.884 1956 0,5/02/1'884 '0.&/0'21195~ 

Ephrtarn. O.avid ·Alsace~Lo~raine 1854' {9_30 07i15f1854· 1'0101./1$~0 

·i:rqehllng: Henri~a 1_~e$· 195(1 

Fro~tlling Jo~ 1887 1942 0.9/04/1887 OZ.l1-9/1·942 

2 



- - ---, 

" 

$urna.me f jt$t N.ame P.fa~e of Place of Y,ear of' ·Year of t:late of -Da\e 9f · Relationship Othl!'f 
(M,fden .ti~me)' 8irtb Death Birth Deat h .Birth Deat h 

-

$insbl,ir-g Ernestine 1:851. "1932 081057'1'852 10/29/19.3Q 

' 
:Golqst~in • .P,;brahatn 1864 192-.1$. '10/19(1 924. 

G,o.las.teio H. 19'06 -02706/190'6' aged s·2 yearsc 
' 

<iol{jstei.1J Ja.ite 1883 1929 F.ather 

' 
GQli:t~eJn Q: 18;84 19~ ·t Ol2:Zft884, 1,2/27/1.922 

Goµdchaux Floi:et 8.rumath France 188'7' 0_312on·887 :wife~t ~g.e.d 53-.yea·rs; 
- · ,Upp~n ~hn 

t;,ran~ Edward 1902 ,:'9'78 0St09li9~2 013(041191.$· USAtmyWWI 
Talb.ot 

' 
Grant Flow 

. (Dardenne.) 
1'902 O3/3111.9Q2' 

Grant,_Jr::. E. 1928· 1&~~ ·(f&/151'19:28 : 05/20/193:5 

Hit$Ch Samuel 1,839 1.8'58 '12/.05118-39 101.0411'858: 
-

-
Ja.cob·s Harn.et 1861 1.935 09/1UH361 12{~3/193.5 wm~ -of Henry, 

Daroen,ne 

Ka,tln Char!es, t8S.2 1ss2· 07 /Q4[1852 0·2/1'6/1 ~6.2 small 
fi~4~t~ne 

-

Kahn Ear:oe§t 187.6, 194~ 0~l1:3t187:6 02-/~4'11 944 

•· 

K~hn Julius 1,8~.1. 1 ~/0811891 sO'n oJ aged 21 yeaEs, 
Seligman Kahn 

! 
- ijnQ Pauline 

3 
IP 



- --- -- - --

' Surn-ame Fi~t 'Nam-e Place of .PlacQ of Year of ¥~:~r.o; Dat~ of D~te.of l R~la:tiQri$:bip •O:ther 
(Maiden Name} Bir:th QeattJ Bl.rth D~atb Bift.h Pe'Jth 

0:ahlniah 

Kahn' Maise ; ; 
1'89~ 18.92· 1.111ql1:S9t 04/QSf.1892 S,QA q_f feli¥. 

Jae.db .and Heoriett~ 
Kg;ihn 

. -

~an.o ' fflarx 1~19 1~24 07i/Q5f 1879 06/0,3/1924 

-
· Kahn 

l 

08./15/1981 ~ilc::ih b~.t.Naftaii Pail.line 1840 19~7 9.212211_ 84CJ ' 
(.Panlman): 

-
K.~ho Selig:man Alsa.~e, 183'~ 1888 11/21/1834 10/071-1888 

Kaufmao '8~11~ 18!i5 ? QJ~(27{189~· 12121/? ,.C.are faker of' 
\Levy,) c;:eme.tery Ynffl 

d:eatn 

Kern David New orteans, Plaqu~mliie, 1a.f;i4 '1938' 08/Q.5/f8641 fai~4h 93B 
LA LA 

Kern Lazard 1'8'62 '191'.6 02/0'6tt862' 02!11/1,f1$ 6.~r dear brother 

.l 

Ke.m l epp'C)ld 1868, 1.945, 0111.z-11 asa 08F.13t:1, 94'S 

Kem Seiina 1'8,80 ''.1955' oe10e1,1aao. 1Z((it(1955 
tworf) l 

Rem Theresa 1'884 
(Wblf) 

1954 02i29/18'84 1 OlOt/1,954 

KliFlg Do\Jille 1877 1-901 01118/1~'77 ()7/01,/-1901' 

. . 

f<lin~ Gabriel 1886, t899 0:9/22/18'86 06/1'311899' aged 3'3,ye~rs 

Kowal.std A~ra.ham. 1-833,, 19.0.6 09/241183:3 03/2-311.906 He.given; his 
.beloved slt!ep 

4 



Surname First Nam.e, pf~ce.of , PJ;:1ce of Yea,r ol Y~;Jr,()f Date·.or Date of Relafiorrship. Other 
{Mai.den· Name)· ·airtb Death· Birth Death Birth D.eatfi 

Kowal.ski Jonas 
~ + + + 186·1 19,0.8 08(31lf861 03/2111'908 Joyfng· brother 

arid soh 

Kowals)ij Rosjn.a 187.0, t9·1.3 09/25/1870 05/14119'1·3 .wife-.of 
Clara Benjamirr 

81unienthal 

Levi ·vonah .··- f875, 0;8/()9/-1875 Hebrew 
I 

Levy Ale_xander 19:00 0.3t01/19.00. To the, Memory 
of -

Le'1y -Corrine 1872 1948 05/Q~/187:2 0.3i31J19_48 
O~ahy1): 

LeV:y Dani~I Barshin•g¢r 1'.!~2.3 tf1~7 04/lJ2/1 f>SJ 
Lor$itle 

Levy Oe].phjne B.orst;h in get Phaq.uemirie, 184S:· 192:4. oan411eifs 11,/26/1924 · wife of Simon 
Lo~iri~ . LA Wolf' 

Levy Harry 18·8·1 19-24 03/10/1881 · f1:/08l1924 sori of Moise 
and MIiiie. Lev.y 

Levy Hehcy 1es.4 1.948 Q211Q/1864 '02/01 f1 9.48 

Levy Leon 1,9Q3 11 /27/19Q;~ ,i9edfl7 

L:evy Michel 19.08: 0'6/11/1'908 , aQe.c;t: 52y~ars 

~evy- Moise 1,a59, 19:o·a· O.V/23l185!f 10107/19'08- Tree 
Lionel. Mor:iumenttwoo 

1,dm.~l'l 'aarlleh 
din ha'.emet 

Levy- 'Seligman :18.91 1955 .10/07/i.891 0?/1 Q/19_?5 

5 
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Surname First Name Prac:~ of Plai;~of Y~atof Y·ear .of (;').ate .of Date .. of R-eJattQi"!S:hip ottter 
(~aiihm, NaJ11e) Sir:(JI .P.eath Birth; Death Birth· Death 

levy SY,1'l.ain Botsc.ningner 
Lerratne. 

1840 1884 06/17I1840 011oen~a4. 

Littman ·Gert11Jde f898• 1'9$~ Q9105J:.18~8, ' (16/0711 ~?~ wjf~ e_f J-te.nry 
Er))nr:arm 

'LQzano Ethel 18.81 1912 03/0411881 0~/11/1912 our- lpvln_g,sister 

: 

LQZ-!)P9 S:am 1956 ~11e~ It; years. 

Ml¾'er ~etlje, Pr,1.l'ssia 1a4i· 19.0l -0~/01:/1.842 11(.2711903' . Wife iif IDahiel 

- Mayer 

fv1ayer ' ""1e!an,~ 1930 Q5l06/ 19.80 

' , -

Meyer 'Letm Alsace 18:j? 18~8 07l20/18~7 01:J.14118'.t38 .aged 81 years, 

·sab.lmar:i 'William ·1a1:s 09/17/1878 fiowar~s,.ass'n 
nurse.1 Died.•ot 
Y.eliQw 'fever, 
Hgn~r~~ ~hough 
unknown 

I 

erectecj to tiis 
memory dfriens 
oJ e1a9.ue:mirte 

' Salom~n Pc.iuline" .Qt;>~rrt.i-an 1890 '06/22/1890 Wife "of Dar:1iel a"Q"ed 63 yeai:s 
. -

A):sacem Levy 

Salomon Millie 1~62 194_5 01:lij"()lt8,e2" ()5/11;i/t945 wife ·of Moi~e picture! 
Levv. 

Schafff 'Erle Louis 1883 1884 0"3l3Glf 8'.8~3 07120/1884 

Scharff Henry E~singer 181-3 1893 03'/0611 ~l~ 1212:r ,1 a·9~ 
Rheif\pfalz 

6 
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.-

S.,uroa:m~ Fir.st Name Place of Prac_e of Year of Year of D-ate of Oateof Relati~~ bip 1Qtl)et 
(.M~f(ferf Ncnne) Birth Death B'ir.lh De.ath 'Birth Deith 

Sch~lrff Leon Landau·, 1'850 19tl9 -10/2711 850 -Q4/04/t'9Q9 
Getmany 

-
Scharff Melanie 185~ 1941 Mbther 

, (Levy} 

Schwartz Rosina 1~go I 1'96-1 06/18/1900 121e9119~1 
· {Kem)' I 

scttwawrtz, · Solomon ,Woodville1 rv;s 
.-

1'887 1g~~ 0'2108/1887 1 0/29/1959: 

~:ehwing Hilda taaa·· . 1972 ·06/.29118'8'8. 02/·13/1:97:2 I 

(BhJestein) 
.. 

&ilber Ab'e 1~t5 1:9.28 

S1iber ~ertha 1844 1910 . ,wife pf LQui~ 
'(Bfi!emeoln~J) I · Silber 

I I 

-
S.ilber Edward t 87Q,, 1_941. 

Silber L 1887 195'1, 
I 

SIiber Leo~old 11l§9, 194,8 

§Uber Lil\Y' j ,8,{32 1_~$4 1010.ai1sa2 05128/1934 wife. of: Dr. $'. 
C. Jev.y· 

Silber L,ou.ls 1.~~3 1·a.1'.a 

Sil.b~r Mitchell 18_76 1945 

' ·Silber.Furst (damaged) 1'881 1'9-42 

7 



Surname First~rne. Pia~, .of Plac• of Year o.f 
(~aider;, Name) J:ilri_tr DtaUh Birth, 

Stern Ros,a '1863 

Weil Jul'es,: 1-_1:ag'Emau, 1820 
l:r:ance 

Well Solomon 

•Wilber:t _ C~rri~ 1,_88.5 
.(Sil_ber) 

·Wolbrene. L~~at~- 188"3 

' Wolf Me.nriet(a 185:2 

Wolf ·Simo!') li\torrs~<;lt 1&5l 
Hesse· 

I. • 

Da.rms.tadt 

'8 

Year of Date.of ·oafeof 
Death, •Birtn ·o.eam 

19~:5 0.511 Q/t8:g3 ·o~/2b/1945 

Hts~ 11111/1'820 05/2-5/i859 . . ~,... 

-1,g7~ 

1962. 1"0J2~/f886 01/11/19'62 - . -'. 

1885 .07"17/188'3 01/28Yf885: 

'1922 061021-1852 03"1771S22 

1917 '04[,1411852 061.141.1"9;17 

Relatl~fo~hlp O.ther 

' 

-
wife of Hartis 
,Gbldstein 

, ?D Ephtaim 
and son; 
c.k'.!thi,rrg.-$tore 

' 

\' 

! 
" J 

i: 



Hea.~s.tone l.nserlptio,ns 
from eemet~rJes 9f IExt.incJ J_ewish Communjt_ies 

in Mi~~issippi & Louisiana 
·, 

St. Franc;.isviliefBayQ.u Sar.a, L.ouisia'na. 
. 

.Surname FirstN·ame Plijc~ 'df Place of 'Year of Yea,of Date of D.a.te Qf Re,lati,ons.tiip Other 
!Maid.en Name) (lirth Deatb Birth . o~i~- Birth D~th 

f~~chaffeoburg Sara 188p·· l~5S 03/28/18~'() 1·21f4ne_sa 
(S~e.rrn) 

Blu.rn_ Sigm111nd 18.48:· '1901 1:)1/03/1848 1'012611.901 - ' - . -· 

G:ol§lm:an Joseph 1S41 1895'. 12/1.5/1847 02/:1'8t1895' I 

' . 

flarrijs Abraham 1823 1..9.16 

Harris Ale~an~er 1&~9 1\M1 QS/Op/1869 02}'i/{ t19-4·1, 
. 

Harns Ben -1.904 1953, 1:1/28/1904 11/02it~.§3 

Harris Leali 1'.f!8~ 1:~59: 03706118:82· 0.'2127/i959 
(Qenek:;11T1p.) 

Harris. R@saiie 193'0 . 12f1·0lt93:0 no rn;:irk'er 

Hartson W.liitam ,1845, t9·26 1 0/.1'8/1 e.45, 07/20/19~6 

-
Levy ·Albert 1866 t9&2' Otl28/18e?- 10/Q3'/.~ 9tl2 

Lev:y David 188.9 t913 07/01./1889' 09107/1918 
So,lqr,non 

1 

--- - --



S;umam~ FitstName p.raceot P(a©eof lf'ear of Ye:ar,of Date·of • 1:1a1e.0f Relationship, Other 
' (iVlafdeo Na.me) B.irth Death Birth O.eath Birth D.eath 

Levy Hariet 1937- ·02/26/1,937 

Levy Matinee 18~-2 1911 03i21l1842 .0_41~.011e11 
Aerf 

' 
1-ev}( Mena 1881 194'6 ,09/Q,6Jt881 .o 1 /d6/.194$ 

Mann Abe. 1868 1,93~ 04/011,1868 12/121'1°933 

; 

Mar,n .Arma 1867 1927 I 

. 

M;:11:ir) BenJam 1sae: 1~24 

Mann L~.tt.a 1898 1900 t,:1/68/1898 1Zf?6/t9P0 

Mar~s Bertha 1909 ·10/1.9/1909' 

MarKs Lou1s 1$96 11102naas 
. 

. 

Meyer Har:fn:ah 1840 19.04 02tD$116.4U .:i 1/ 10/1904 wJfe of Mbrris· 
Ros,enth~I 

Meyer J O$'Sph 184:3 1'907 ··Oe/.05/.1'84.3 Q4/25/1907 

Meyer.· M~r:y ' Ul49 1928 b.6!1~/t84~ 06/23/1'928! 

R0,senthal .Adolph 1818 193:8 :08/0:7/187!l 09/051193& 

.. 

Rosenthal Moritz 188.8 19D7 07/21/1838, 0~/2(}/1907 

2 



-Sumame: 
(Mai~~n Nijme} 

J~.o&enttiat 

.sae.Re:rman· 

Schaffer 

Ste.rn 

$tern 

•$terr, 

St~rn 

s~ern 

Stern 
·{Hartis). 

Ster.ti 

Teµtsch 

Teulscfr 

TeUtsch 

Teol$Ch 

First N·ame. I .Place of 
. B.irth 

S~m.uel 

· Sarah, 

Morris 

Abr:,aham-

Ba.rQara 

f.rid~ 

, Joseph 

Louis 

Mary 

Sam: 

A.9blph 

Berilarg 

Hannah 

Herm~ 

Place.0.f 
Death 

Ye'arof· 
Birth 

t87'2. 

''1876' 

1,agg 

184'8 

187;8 

1$52 

1$5.~ 

1848 

'18.45 

18~4 

-------. 

Ye.ar-of 
Death 

19'55 

18~5 

191'4 

1970 

1973 

192& 

1924 

191!9 

t9l8 

19:38 

1.903 

1911'2 

19'15 

191.~ 

3 

o·cne of .. 
Birth 

f1/06/t8"t2 

04/16/1876 

10/3:0/189.9 

04/01}1848 

.03/$/1 f.iilc8 

·0•1.1-12[1,8"5:2 

6aiOU~855 

g1rlAl1i348 

O.SM0/-184.5 

11/21./~854 

Date of 
· Death 

04/08/1955 

1.Q~7l1.'?9S 

031~2/f914 

08/18/.1970: 

1.2t2'8/19.73 

07,/QXt/1 ~2& 

04/02/1'924 

04114/~.~1~-

06'l03.l-19.181 

01/16/1~~~ 

◊3/18/1-91:f3 

0:7103/1912 

1 t/21/191,5, 

12/12/1913 

, 'Rielation$1iip 

wife .oJ' J.os-ep,h 
Goldm!l'n 

Other 

ag,~9. 66· ye.a1;_s 

age~ .49 years, 
6 ·mohtns 

s'ister 

brother 
.( n.o mar~er) 



' Suroarn.e. Ffrst.Namt Pla.c~ of Plac,eo.f ¥earof' Year of Date of Date of Relationship Other 
.(~aitten Name) B.irtti Oea.th Blrth Death Birth oe.ath 

Hwts.oh Justine; 1859- · 1908 08/06/1859, 05/06l190Jr 

Te4ts~h LQ;Ui$'. 1-856- 1902 oe,12:1 /1f15o 02/12/190'~ 

Te1.1,sch· M~ritz 1855 19"07 02'24/1§'86 0~3111$07 

Teµtsch M~se. 189.5 1896 11-/06/1895 ',Q.21()4(18~6 ' 
~ • - + _, + 

Teu~ch ~e_gim~ '184.9, 1.910 Ol/1611849• 09/09/19"Hl 
: 

.· T~ut~ch , Ri~k.a 1'8.51 1.912 .:03l021f85.1 01/26/1912 .wife of 
SJgm~ild B.IU:hl ' 

Teutsch fl~dQl_ph 18'6p· 194~ Qi:3/2:071 ~Q'.4 1-2/Q5)1,94~ 

Well A . ' nm2 91 /.26/l9'02 ag~_d.~9 years-
' 

4 



-------- -- . -- -

H~adston~ lnscriptjon~: 
from .Cerneterie~,·of E-xtinet J.ewish Communities 

ln Missts~ippi & L_o.1.iis:iana -

,. 
W~s.fiingto·n, Lotii'sJana 

Surna_111e F .. irst N'am~ Plac.e of Pla:~e of Ye.arof Year-of ,Date of · ·oate of R~latfC?Tiship dth~r I 

(Maid-eh Nam~) Birth peath Birtlt Ola.th ,8irth Deatn 
.. 

saoy otherwise 
. u nmarKed 
,ohi.lc:l's grave. 

I 
: ne~t to:grav~ qf ' 

Rasa Theodorse 
! S8pGk~o:n . 

Folse., J~. Ra:ph~el 19.1~ · 1918 12/15/191.3 1 Olfl9/1'9Hl' 

. Goetz Gus 192,2 1112il.1.S,22 a~ed Ba. years 

G.ee.tt tsaac 8rf:3zen, W~st 1:87Q 1i29 10/.t5l1 87b 09Jt5l1.~:9 hu~pand of 
I Pdissra., Selena Meyer 

- QerhiaflY· 

~oeJz S~l.~rrij Ne.w brleaAs, 1876 194.5 1-2{29/1876 1.0/1,7/1 :9.:45 Wife or Isaac 
(Meyer); LA ' Oo.e.tz 

lsa~ckson Rosa Marmon(ii~r:; R.o_s_a, LA 1898 08/12/.1898 . Wife. of' Simj:m -a9ed 24 Y-~ars 
(Theodore)> AJ.sace., 1sa-1~ksori 

Franca 

Kpufman A 1877 187~ •0'1(2411~7t 11/(?1/.1878 

, Kaufman· AbQ A1$a¢e '1882 •01/22/1882 a~e'd 19 _years 

Klaus .Brunette ·1,904: 
(<3\.J~sye). 

·19:lg· Q~&a,1•904 oei1111,~1r; 

1 

~ . -·· -··· ... 



Surname FirsfNar,ne 'P,l~ce oi :P1~c~,of Year ,of Ye.arof Oateof ,. o.ate-of , Ft~fatiop~hip 0th.er 
(MaJde·ri Name.) 811th, p~·ath Birth Death Birth· Death . 

.. 

Kl_ai:;~ Hannah. 1894 1967, 07/~1 /1'!J94 '10/30719'6]· 

l(laUS. Hinda 188~: 19?1 o9/oana.~~. 1-111·a11911 
S.arah 

'·.· . 
. 

Klau.s rQ!a.~ 1sa:a· 19~'6 01JOE311'~$3: 12iOS/'1:936 husband o.f .... . -
-Satafi 
RebercGa \/i!oftf 

!<la~s Miriam 1ea.6. 1.992 •04123/189'6 0.71187'1 ~l92 

Klaus :sa:rgfl\ 187.Q 19si 07l18/1'8J<0 01107/1·952 wife l;l'f'Max 
(Wolff) Rebecca Klau.s 
Kuritz Bertha 1.896' 1963 

·,· - + 

Levy Ftfrnmit tfJ9~ 05/1 11, 094' wif~ of Lc,~zarus <:1ge_d 62 y~a~ 
,(Plor;skY1 'Lev~ 

Le,v.y L-a;z~tus '1908 02/2511'.908 1i.1:1sband of · a~eEI 7'1 years 
Frim'rnlt 

- Pli:msky 

Mey~r AQtaham Br~;zen, ·West 1852 19~ Q3/04it·e·s.2 96/1~/192$ husb:and. of 
Pr\Issia:, . 'Heottetia 
Germa·ny Goeti: · 

Me.yer ,Bectha. ·1a1s:r 08/24At88.7 wife of Abram a~ed 45 years 
(S~lomon) Me.yet 

Mey.5!'r Chari.es 1$7~ 1949 06/.10/1-87'9' 12/:3011949 
., 

Mey;er ·Eva Sthwetz,. 11sla 1.912 07/04/t8;18 0$/25/.1 91.2 ~lfe-of lsa~c-
'(Freim'arW ·west PrussJa Me:Y~• 
Meyer Harry 189;1 '1,96'6 12/02/f891 1ot1.s11s_se La PFC US 

. ARMYVVWI: 
I 

·2 

- ~ - ~ = ~ ::(. .--.•- ·-··-·-
't == - . 1 ... ~ ..... 1!'111 . = ~,,f -=- • - - _ _ , 



Sumame. I Fir$tNam.e Placeof Place of Yeardf ·v-earof, Dat~•Of Date of RJlatio'.n$1ilp ·Other 
(Maiden Name) Bfnh ·o:eath. Birth Ofatti, Birth Peam 

Meycer Hentietfa Brezen.1 West 1'8~4 1930 Q1/10f1:8.64, 07412(1:930 Wife.tr.f 
{Go~tz). Pruss!~ Abraham 

M~yet 

M.eyer Infant of-A. Meyer 

, Mey~r Infant 9fA Mey.er 

M~Y. e'.r lsi;t,ac· Bresitl, Pilmett (slo), 1g27, 1.~05 11/f}°5/18:27 06/22/1,905 'husl;?an!;:! of 
Prussia LA Ev~ i=r~ima_n 

fv1eyer ' Jal(~ 't88.8 1945 11./1711888:. ·QS/.131194'~ 

Meyer L.01,1is 18ij3 1924 021i2t1893 02/06/1.92:4. $.bii. at.Abe 
M~yeran~ 
Henrietta 
Gpetz· 

Meyer. ·Samuel 1877- 1878 07/j'Q/1817 10/0511 ~7'8: $On 9fA, 
Me.y:e( 

M~y~ Scij:ah 1e97 1·97S Pl/CJlf 1 fl97 041181197-3. 
I 

Meyer Sophie. 190.1 1990 OJ~/1 f /1,Q01 031.oah~.9~ ' 

.. 

Plonsky ' ,C{lrofio& 1846 Hl25. 07'/27/1846 D9hfl/t92S wife of Jilt.ob 
,(Al~xen,der~ ' ptQns~y 

P.to~·sky ·c ,pr!:)liiJe $~rnbaeh, 1~e? 04/1.6/1'8'86 wife of Eewai'd ~ged ,Q1 yea~ 
(Preus.) Ba_v9tia Rlonsk)' 

. 

Plonsky i::~w~~ G~hib., 1&?2 18132 ,, 0_8/24l1.8'82 
Prussia 

Plonsky lsadbTe 1867 a~ed 28::.years 

3' 

- -
- -- •- •••u•-=-. ._. fO'- ' - ··-•----



,Sim:iame ,fil'$t N,am~ P-Jac:e of Pface of Year of Y~ar Qf D~t, df o.-te of J.telafio.Qs-hip• ·othe.t 
(.Maiden N'am_&,)' Birtfi DeJlh Bi,nh D~.ath B~rth l)eaJh 

Pl_onsky Jacob 1A47 1920 0~1aot1847 ,,07J11lf92ll, hus_p~nd,Qf 
·Caroline 
A.le~ander 

· Plonsky Lena, 1~7 1;0/Q5/18.67 a~ed-21 y~~s 

Plonsky Ma.ry 18~7 dfl.u.gh~~.r pf aged.15 gays 
Jacob P,lpns~y· 
ca ri'd. C_at9~ne 
Alexander 

r.1ons1<y Samuel - 1874'. ·1g·as 12127/187~ 07/22/-1.'936 h'usbatid _of 
Morris Maµd B:ergrtu~n · 

PlonskY 'Willy· 1880, 1~94 •Q11ti ·1118'80 0$i,1'%1'H}94 s"G>n of J.ac.ob 
' Pl.onsKy ij,ncf., 

- Caroline 
' Alexander 

R-auda't)augfr Cecefia 1ae"s -1.gss 08il0/1888 ·1Q/24t19.3g; wife of samliJel 
.(Rosenberg) 

' 
B. 

: RaU...dab,alclgh .. 
-

Qc2.1.i2I192:1 husband of · Rosenberg· 'Adolph 1.847 1921 '03/04/1.8'47 
ESrrte~iine 
Meyers 

Rosenberg ,Bertha 1898 19&2 12/14/1 693. 1111 ~lt~'.84 

Ro_s-enberg Ernestine 18~7 1.941 :02/01/1857 0'1/1.4/19A1 .Wife <,1.f :Ai!lolph' 
(Meyers): Ro.senb~rg · 

Rosen.berg E~ma '1•878 1960 12/2-a:11878 l}?f~Q/19§0 
, 

' 

Flosenbem. Sam 1880 1930 08/12/1880 O~iO!!Jt19'~0 · 

Samual Simon 1:867 09/18/.1.867 aged 33·years 

4 . 



. ' 
~uru~me, .Flr$l t.lah,l.e: PU1c~.of Plac·e of' Y:ear of Year·ot ·Oate. o,f 0.?,~:e Q.f .ijetat.i•!)nJh1 p Othe,r .(rvta:id_e-n Nal'Jl.e) ' BirtlJ li>eatfl Birth oeath slrth . De~th 

.. 

. 

' fo~i~h J:a!:X?.b 1867 3:ged ~-~ years 
. 

White C.tar~ 18.80 19.6.4· 
(Meyer) 

Wqlf.f' Carel 183.4 19_17:. Q?/05/1917 hus.band o-f 
1.--lan.n~h 

. F'lenskY· 
Wolff Edouard· 18.92 18.$.6 07/26/1.8.92 10/21./1896 son of Leoi:r 

0Wbllf.a1:1.cf 
Rebecca ·weu 

W¢1ff Febrile, 1~!11 1'8.~7 . 05/()p/1:8~ 1 ,012a11sa.1 

Wolff ·Gu$$ye 1874 1'9:S8 03,/1811&74 12/~·1 /1958 
,, 

Wolff Hannati, · 1'$93 ·06l25l1693 ~ifi:,,o.tCarel :aged 62 y~ars (Ploft,sky), 
. ' Wo!ff 

Wolff Julian t89'7 1972 10/13/1897 ,0971,S/1 $}72 son of La PVT US 
Edouard Reb'e.cca Weil' ARMYWW I 

a,tfq lElon Wolff 

Wolff Len~ New Riv.er; 185.4 1-88'8,• p~11111·ap4 ·O'e/23J.t§88 wife of Leofl, ' (Heymann)· As~~n.S!Oh wat:fl . 
' Paris;h, LA 

Wolff Lean lngwiller, 1850 , 1.93.7 0611011850 otm911s31 . nus.tiand of 
Alsace,, .Rebecca1 W~il 
Franc~ 

•Woiff Repe~ 1ase ' 1927 G&121/1f{5l3 07/09/1 fi27 Wife of.Leon 
('Ne.II) Wolff' 

'VVQltf Sa'niu~I. t666 1'861 12/f0/,1866 1.0/2811861 

5 



-
• He~d.s.to_ne ln$Cr'ipti'ons 

froni Cemeterie::i of .E.xtinc.t Jewish Communities 
+ • • - • 

in Misc$issippj & L<;>uisfana • . 
• - + ~ + .. 

-
.Canton; ;Miss~~sippi 

Suftl;ame flts.t ~tme Plac~ of Pta·cli df Yiatof- Year.of' tfate,of Date of Relationship ·o ther 
llVla~den Nam e)., .E;l'l~h Oe~th Bi:ttti Oeatll Birth D~ath 

I 

' 
Aar9q. Jo~ ' 1,85_8' 1-~·10 br~tt't:er of 

Sarno~! ¾iron 

, Aaron Sa.rnual Ger.nbitz 1~~4 
Germany 

18~15 '.i-2123/l B.24 . . - OB/2$!1:8.9.5 

Abramovitz Edith 186-1 '19'1'9 m.otner 
' 

, Apramovitz Simon 1852 1931 rather 

Bear.man Arnold 1889 191~- 1'210'3/1889" 0'6/1411'9'18 

' 
13'err.n~ii ·w,. Seit;_etso.ach · Dutant, MS 1-.854 1ae.3 1.0tO5t 16.54 , : 01/01/1•89~ 

' Rh~inFr.u.s.s..e 
n 

Bloo.m Gertrud.e. ag!E)d 1'~,ye,~ -

6rill Ch:arles: 4er-mariy 1:89.1 1 '0!04/1891' Mason 

.Brown. Aolphus 1833: 1-882 

'Cali_~n .l=$ther- l87.8 01:11 e!1 e1a wi'fe o_f H~nry 
Ccihea 

-~ge~ 40 years 

1 



.. 
$urn~m~ , Fit$.t -Name P.la¢e of Pla.ce of Ye.arof ·Yeardf .Date of Dale of ~e latiofi~.fi ip. :other 
(Mi'iden Niun'e) ,Bir,Ut ' Oealh BiH:h E>eath Birth Oe:a:th 

. 

C.oh'h 18$8 ·1890 11/09/1'89.8 Q7105/t'~9'0 sun Qf M ~nd 'H 
(;Ofih 

I 

Coh'n Abe· 1~1~· 11/02it~18' aged 54. years . . 

Cohn Esther 1~12 194'7 
' : ,, 

Cohn Herfi'letfa 1878 1936 Wife o'f Morris 
e·ohn 

.. 
Cohn • MQrrls 187'1 193·1 0p/2'3f1,871 02/1..811.9&1 mason 

I 

D.aviJts Hatti~ 18'7'8. 
( Hes~orffer). 

1~i1 11124/1·878 02/1•6/if 931 Ea:stern Star 

·oavi~ Ma~ 186:7' 194Q os,2,511a6r .oe117119.40 

' 

OobrQwsky Eva 1:8.9'0 1.918 12/06/189.0 1 Q/23f1•91JJ wife. ofJ1.Jlius· L 
Sctrwartz 

Qot>ss.n Morris - ~857 1'.925 04/Q8/19Zq adevoted 
Lewis h_uib§loa arrd 

kf nd father 

Dobson Sarah 18~9 192~· 05/1'0/192:S . . . a dev,ote.d 
momet 

breyfu$s Rosalie 1853 18S7' 08/15118:87; wife of-H •. A. Aysh~tQ.h.zyil 
Rosenthal 

Emmie.Ii Ra~hel 1881 071o~i1.aa1 Wife of'lsaac' 
Emmi~h 

F~fYelrnan Fre~erick 1870 191'8 Q&/.1-4/1'[!70' 1 0/16/1'9'18 woodman 

2 

~ . .., = - ---- f. ..... _._..~ -
~ - - - ~ W-1) 



Surname Ffr~fNam~ 'Pla~e Of Place of Yea.r·~f. 'lea·r of Date.of o.,:te,Qf ae.tati~ns hap Qt.t;ier 
(Maiden Name} Sirlb Death eJdh Piath Bi}t:tl Q~ath 

Feib·e1man Hattie 1.880 1~~0 O~i121186_0 02/1..5/1,960, 
'. . . . . 

'. 

F~ft?e!rnan. Maf•~ R'ulzheim Kos.ciu.s.Ko, 18.42 19f5· os1i,ai1a42 05(26/1915 wife of Isaac 
' - +. -~ 

Gerniahy MS w.: Simon 

f Qtenh~im'~r A1;1nt: 1&3? 1B1ij 
Nannie . . 

Frank .Julius 181$ 1'~?$ 

I 

Frey .Joseph ·187-8 19.'36 father. 

fray L.e.on T~rswiller 1ass 12/Q4/1i96 ·ijge,d 43.,ye.ars 
Al.s:a~ 1:>e.Jqyec1 SQl'l 

' atid: orotber ar:id · 
,i,;prtgl:lt to his 
f~llow,.man 

-
Ganome .. Jennie 1~93 19.65 mother. 
(Garry} 

G'o.lloroe Har11 1es:o 194.8 father 

I 

Goqdman G!audj~ 18J4 1,972'• 01/08/18Q:2 1'0l05/1971 
·(St~in). 

Good'rrran Herman 1888' 1949·. 11122na,i3:a oi/13119.4~- bro.th(!r of 
.. H'end~tt.a 

' H~sdl?r:ffer 

G(O'S.s Al~ert 1'887 1~e4 0.6'ft§11'8.61 o51Qs11 ~a4 

Gross c,. 1-aa~· 1898· 1211'7/18'.39 0-9/21/1898 
' 

3 



Surnam~ Fif:St Nan'fe · Pl;fc.e af Plac¢df Y<e:ar or- ¥.ear of ,Date of Date.of RelaliQnsh1p Other 
(Maid.e;n,- ·Name) Birttt Q~ath l.3Jr,th .o.eath B.itth• b~ath 

Gt.-os.s fannye 1870 1927 03/i4/.,1870 04/20/.1927 

Gross.• Isidor · 1,852 1:94.5 08/1''51;18;52 06/CJ6l1945 

.. 

G.'rQs1,· L~o.n , 1·'869 t8.74 •ot123n aa9 03/10/1874 

, Gr<>:~~ · s:amuel 1877 1887 11/24{18'!/7 Q4/15/18,87'i .-Samue.1 died 
;:ind:aH 
assembJed 
th-e,ms:elv.~s ' 
togeft'ier and 

' wep1'for•hirn 
' 

G.r.oss · S:oJ:ibie 1a:39 t907 1Q/24l183S ·11f-25f19'07 

· Grue_nwald ,tpseph Rtre,in)Jellen, MC.C9.:0I, M$ 18~7 1906 04/2~!1847 01/05/1-'906, 
Gerr.naoy· 

GnJDweld J'~l<e Germa1w Ho.ts prir:i.g-s, 
Arkansas 

1'85·1 1896 09/1411·867 10/1 5(1,8.9_6' beloy.~d hub~y 

, . 

, Harri"$ C'1arles 1860 1918 

Harris Julius 1826 1907 0212!2/1848' 0.9/0.2liRQ7 m~son -

H~rris 'Th~resa 1838 1902 O~/t8/1~38 04124/1-'~02 

H~rt Jpsepn G'ermiimy ·canton, MS taM 1Q/Cl5f1.89.1 

Hesdoffer c.artbage 186.3 19.4'0 11/27 /1863- 6/8/1'9.40 
I' 

4 



sur.n.ame· FirstN~ille . .Place of Pl.ace o.f Year of Yea r of Dafoof Date qf R~lafipnsfiip Other 
(,Ma,de" Name) 2Ji1h De:ath Birth o:eath Birth Death 

Hes.Qorffer Albert 186.1 H13:5 0811 0/20'0·1 1'1 J'Q'E>/'1~~35 

. Hesdotffer Ben. 1861 192"1 0:~112/1861 02117/1S21 hu$b'an.a of , . ·.·. 
Leo\ln$ Hi'll~r 

F·lesdorffer .o.ora, '1'879, 19'62 08/05/.1879', 04/Z8)t~S2 

i-tesQo.rffer Oo:r~ 
(Tutel)r) 

· l tesd~rff er E~ge,ne. 1865 ,,92s '0212111865 ,03/04/1·925 Mason 

H.es·~prffer· Harriet P\.IU~linger 1.840 19Jl3 '09/-1 f/t840 12/24/tijP3 g~mma, 
Lprraini married ta M, 

B. · HesqQrffer-
. 

Hesdofffer t-teririe:tta 187'8 1931 1:1/24/1878 o~/1611 §:a1 wjfe af'Ma~ 
'O"avitts" I 

H~$ddrffer Isador~ 1863 f840 1'1·f27/1,863 0$/Cl8/,t 940 

hct~sdortfer teo.n 1870 1923 ,05/12/187.0 04/D7·/t9.2l. Jtiar6~ to. 
Oora 
H~sdop!er 

fiesdorff er Leoline 1868 
(:Hjiler) 

19,37 ·02:(,12/~ 8~8 12/12i1'9"37' 

Hesaorffer Lo.-uis Madison 1~62 188~ 11/2111862 06/,i9/18t39 
¢01.1nty, MS 

Hesdorffe,r M. Fuld~ 1825 1896 0 t /1.6/18Z~ 011:2~11sj'§ :gr-ampa;_ 
Ger'rilc!AY I: marri~g ,te · 

t,:ta·rriet· 
He-sdorff.er . 

5 
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·, ., 

SurnJrve fitst Na.me' Pl.ace-of .Pla.c-e of Y-ear of Year of' D.atecbf Date of · Relationship Other 
(Maiden N.•m~) Birth: D:~ath 8irth o,ath Bltth Death 

H~&.do.rifer- Mo.~e 1909 t95(l 03J061HJ09 0-9/02/'1-953 
-BenJuJm 

Heyman La.uis Prussia. Kosciusko, 1845 1897 os12w1~~7 ra•is~d ii:1 
MS,· Pfilladelph'ia 

'. 

HO!er A-dele 1840 t921 08/l5/1,40 '1•0/25/1.921 

Hiller- C.harles- ' 1858 1'908 051.0o/1858' 08¥2411;9;03 father 

flill~r CY.Ila 1872 1.92:QI 08/0$/~8.72 02/0.3119.20', 
. -

Hilier Eman.1:.1el 1·86Y t9l6 10/23/;1 es.~ 0,6/1 (1(1 9~p ' 

-

'Hiner FeU~ 1860 ,92_0 09/14/1860 1210,i1~s20 

Hiller 'Matol~ti Ni~rilerr6'eg.!M 
n Alsaee 

18?5·· 1-89:~ 12128/18~5 12116/1899 

Hiller Matthew 1901 19'28 o:a,as11-g-01 10/0~J:1928 
i 

-

Hiller N'athGlii He'd·etr.oldern 1·8~2· 1-911 09/1 g,/184.2 . 0·11s·1n~11 
~ls_ace 

Hiller Pearl 1885 191-5 07/0$/188.-5 12lQGll91;5 , Wife afW. 
Abrams~n 

Hiller ·same '1886 1--904 021~211886 '0.8/13M'904 
{Klotz} 

, HIiler ~qphia, Alsa~ ~~09 0~/24/1909 agea 79 ye~rs 

6 
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S!,Jmam.e Fir$.t'N~.me 
(.M~i~en Na,m~} 

f.1ii~~r- v,o_ta 

Him:!e$ S.aul 

Joel Bettie 

J~el· Moses 

Kaplan J~cst;> 

·-.· . 

. Kaplan Jose •h .. _p . 

Kaplan 
' 
Safa.fl 

Karp~ AQne~r 
, (<1tah.h)' 

l<arpe Anchel 

Karp:e BenJaftlio 

~arpe Sr~ney 

l<ohlrnan H~nri~tta 

IKuhri EmYel 

-

Pla:c~ <.>f 
J3irth 

Am~t~rdam·, 
Holland 

lng~nheJm 
Bavaria , -

. 

. Putf,~lar')ce: 
~ranee 

~•j 

~ 

, Plac:., of 
Pea.t,h 

. 

I 

Batpp ·~ou_ge_, 
I.A 

' 

Sllernian, MS 

Yeatof Yea-r of Date of Dale of Relationship Qther 
8i:rth oe.ath Birth o·eath 

189.0i 1901' 03/27/1'890 daught~r-of 
' ·oan Hiller a.no 

Julia Levy 

1'8':9-8' 1.920 

1:91:2 ,07107/19~2 ,. aged 84 years 

.. 

1ar~ 11-/0•1l1ij74 ,~g~d 43 y,ears 

, 19.08 194-3 ,d9Jt 5119Q8 d7!30/1-9.43 n.ls memory is 
bJessed .. ,8f.'06. 

• - - ~· . 

(Ell<s?} 

189i 1,~78 0710,:4118!l2 O~l.111197& 

1.BS6 1.983 07/1611a.96 12.1Q2/1'983 
' · 

184.6 1923 91/18l1e46 06/~4/19'2~ 

1B25 ·1897, ():1101/:1825 0:2'10.5/1'$9-7 

18Ei9 ·1·921 . 03/,1.2/~ 8~~ 121201,, e-21 . 

1.8:8,0 1$.22 11-1!22!~880 01/,1.1/192'2 

18:4:1 1s2a 1212&/1-e41 10/14/1926 m0ther,. wife, of 
.Cl:ladesMyi:?r; 

1875' 1875. 02/0,111'875 0.9/08/1875 :son 0.f .lsid(?'r daroi:lged 
ang Sar,a Kuhn 

7 



SOrnijme Ffrst .Nam!! Pfac_e of Pi~.c.e Qf Y.e-ar.of Y~jrof P.ate_J>.f'. O.ate..of ·RelaUonsh\p Other I 

. (.llbaid~n NarPe) Birth. b~atb .aJrtb Death BH-th o~attt 

Laz.ai:d _ Charles· ··c~nton, MS ,13ra.der:1, TN 18.9.9 1:9;1,7 10/19/'t899, 08/1'2/191°7 oar .~a_rlitlg .ID(?)'; 
those that kn~w 
liirii lo.v.trd him, 
the:se that k-r1ew 
him 0.e~t IO.Ye.~ 
him mt>st 

Lazaro Charue. 1.8~68 1943 ·0612$/1868 ·01 /2911'_94~ 

.. 
Lazard 'Flora 1ar4 1~46 ·05/17/1,874 02/1'5/1~46 

l~l)rna·n Cata Loursvm~. KY ' 

l,~flman F~nny . 189J3 18'$9 ·Q,4/1'5/1 S:98 .0?11:5.11aas da.U,ghter of 
louiss ~,nd Lena 

.. Le.nma,n 

Lehman Gerald : '·- 18,91 1961 03if811891 03/25/1:9-61" 

U~hmah Irwin 188~ 1S6.2 1';2~6"1888 
. 

'05/06'/1~6~: 

L.eh·m:an Joseptiin~ woa 1984 I 06}0311903 031..08119'84, 
{Smitn) 

'. 

Lehmao Lena 1860 1$4,7 Of>l07/1~SO 05116/194.7 
I 

Leh·man Leo 18'84 1-9~9 :•Q1/26/188.4 0:6/11 /1~691 

~ 

. 

LehrflgTI Lquis 18:.4i '19,34 '01/18/1.8'42 121io/:193l4 

tehman Maude 
•• + -

1886, 1~78 09/0111_886 oaJ0.2/f~r,e 

8 



-

S~Jrname .F.irst Nam& Plac.aof Place of Yearof ¥'ear of Da:teof Date.of Relati<>n:iihlp 0th.er 
(Maid~n Name,J. Birth , Oeath Birth De·atti Birth Death 

.l-ebman Samy costallion · 1888: 1'889. 0:11091188'8 Q'S/~ 1:t~ $89 
" Spring. MS. 

Levy Alma Columbus Canton, MS 18lf2 W7~ 01/30/1882 09/09/1975 

. 

L.evy Alvifl' Cantoni MS: Canton, M$ 1907 19$~- .(?3/0911 S0.7 Q7 ff9/19.~9 :son . , 
Wlllia.rn ' 

Levy. LQUis N~w Orleahs,. Canton., MS 18.74 ·19'.4,1 03/10/1S74 1'2/2'3/1947 
t.p. 

,Levy • . Sfan.le.y: , Cir.i.t(m, MS .canton, MS l907- 1..97.6 0A/22/1907 0'3t:f0/197.6 SO'n 

u'n1<s Rache.t K.Qsciusko, :1~92 1·892 09[1'511892 · 1 11-2·411892-'. Infant da~gtlt~r 
M~. of,.A. ~Ad: Be,tte 

Li.hks . . 

Lqeb Atta 1879. 1884. d.t/247'~7:9 10/0 711'8.84' daughter.uf 
.Ja·eqb and 

. Mary Loeb 
. 

LQeD Berth~. 1·86.9 1956 .Qz10:an ee:~ oa1t9t1956· 'daJJgfiter of 
J~.Cob.artQ 
> • 

Macy Loeb. 

bo,eb, Jacob 18~4 1911' .921~2{18~4 10/~ ·S/ f9,11 
> 

' Lo~b Julius 1871: 1954 ·11/12/1'871 0110·17'1954 b~oiherof 
aenl'la Loeo 

Loeb i..eon 1"&7$ ·194:5. 00.l07 /t 875: •.0~12.v1:945 

Loeb Lillian 1900 19.11:6 09111/1901;>, dS/01l19:16 
,(Holfld.-y.) 

9 
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~ -=•==--.,,.,,==~------,-- -~- - --~=-...,.----- -=~-=--='----'--- ...,,,,~~- - -

Surname Fi.rst 'Na.me Pl~t-~ •Qf. Pclace of Year of Y'fiar'of Date of t>at.e·of ~ lafior,i.s,hijp Other 
(Ma.id:en. fJ~me} Bi11th , De'ath Birth De.ath ·sirth . Death 

Loeb tv1·am1e 18'8'1 1ffS4 01/17/1;881 1· 1'11171' ~54 
{Gryss) 

. . . 

l-o~b 
(Gr:9$.S) 

Mary 184.4 1900 12/22/1844 dW04/1iOO. 

'Loeb · Maxine- 1880 1.8.6g 06/031188'0. 04'Z28/1'96~, 

' Loeb 
. 

$?tfl11.4¢1 1885 1912 06/26/lB:85. 09/0411972 ' . 

Gros~, 
I 

l~,~~ Sqphie 1'911 1-965 12/1411'911 '• 10/1411,965 
(Lasting) Marie 

" 

Lo.eb St~fla 1~28 01'1-18/1928 ' daughte"r ef 
Jc;1~9.b anq, 
Mary· Lo~b. 

. 

L9~b Tillie Canton·, MS San ·Antonfo.,_ 1870 1:ij97 0212$11•819 1':2'/Q0t18°9·7 .wife.of-Sam 
TX Weir1~~ ·. · 

Lo.ewenbe.r,g ~osciusko,, 
:MS 

186.8' 19,11 04/03/1'8'68·. O5Jb3/1'9f1 

Lowerlberg J diih If 1872 1957 0112~/1872 10119/1957; 

M.aas ettarles 'Gross 
BQkenheim 

1§42- 1875 04/15/1842 oa11 a/1'.sts mason 

G~rtnaAy ' 

Maa.s David Cli11irbor,ie,,. Meri~ia.n ·t8(S3 1890' 09/09/1:8.6,3 ·11/07/18.90 
AL 

. 

·Maas' Le.o,pold 1'813 1.8781 04/.1'8/18·13 11/ba/1818 I 

Ma-as There.sa Asselheim Meridian t821 1904 11/14/t82'1 .01/02/~ 904 wjfe .of l:.e~pald 
Ehwaria Maas 

10" 



Surname F.'1rst Nam~ Place:of Place of Year .of Year of Qijte. ·ot , D:afe·of ReJa~io.nshtp ·Otliutr 
(Maid.en Nadie): ' Birth- l)eiith - - a,nh death Elirtii Deat~. 

Marseilles J. 1855 1.92'0 12J10Ma~s ◊4i06/1920 

Mary LeQp.Old 185j 18:$0 1 0/041'18.53 02/0:~/ 1880 

-

Mayer Far:my Hi!.9~na1.J 1-89~ 00/28/1893 aged 72 y.eal'is 
' Al_~a~e 

- . - -

Meyer . Daniel !(eftfg t<<:>sciusko•., 
Gerrnany MS 

1821 1913 bin24l1827 osn a11·91 a 

Michel ' Amaud 1:8fl0 1939, 0'Zl02'r1880 08/1"7:119"3'~· 

MiG.he.l Pau.line 1884 1:917 1 0./29/188:4 05/Q3/-t977 

MY~r Charle$' Gross ' Oxford., MS. 1a~~ t~b.2 Q7 /Q&/1834. 01'/.~3/1902 
· . ~okenJie.im 

Germany 
. 

' 
Myer H-arfy 1876 1931 •01./25/1.876 OZ/05/1;931 brother 

Myer Mar.cus Oxford, MS 1872- 1S03 . 0910911·87-2 0V/1'7i.1;908 

-
1f38.6 09/01/,1822 06'129/f8$~ Peavy l=manu~I Kroto~ohin, 1ai2 

Prussia 

Perllnsky Clara I 1?91 1891 0·1z9s/1891 04107/1.89.1 daughter .of 
~os,e,p'h and 
Sophia. 

,. P~(li11:sky 
. 

Pet.linsky: D;e1v.ld· 187:8 1!353 09/.1·8/1..87-8 oiJ021,t953 
• ..... • + 

Perlins~y. 'Isidor 1~92 197:4 1 ~/06'/18"92 121~8/1974 sord temple. 
-

11· 



Surnante, Fii'sl Name Place af ;Pface•af Yeat,of Year of oate. of •D~te of Re1atloos.hlp Othet 
(Maid:en Name) .Birth 

,. 
Death Birth Death- Birth· fil..e'ath 

. Perliris!<y JQs~ph 1~49 1932 t0/20/18:49 01/04/1962 habidasliery - .store. on stj:uare 
sold temple 

P.erlitisky MJnnie '1887 Uf59 11/12/1-887 1'2/02/1959 
{Pace) . 

Perlinsky Pe-ggy 1,9·10 ' 1.9.51 04118/19,10 '02/26/1.95.7 
Meff~sa-

Perlinslfy . Sadie 18-82 1895 08/26/1(!~2 11 /0;3.l-1 S:95 

·. 

Petlin'sk¥ 
(Meyer) 

S'G'lphia t853 1929 05'/1'2/:i853 .... ~ - - 12/0f/1,929 

' Schiid At)rallam ·t3ermany 1!318 1-E!Qoa, (}1/tS/1,e18:' O11O0/'Hma 

Schilc:l ·-wmiam rnaa 192'3' 

Schn1zid~r Bertha ca·nton, MS New Orleans, 1862' 191p. CJ,2i(>8l189Z · 
LA 

S~htielder Bertha• ;Gto~s ·canton MS, 
,· ~ - " • + 

185;1 ·1907 oaJ!M11-a:s 1 02i.QM1'9'07 
(fitla.as.) .Boken,heJm 

Ge!'.f'hany, 

Scti~artz Ju~ys 1lr83 '194.0: 

. 

, Shlomt:ier.g -Abrafiam '1'8~5 1,8.96· .03(,0:2/18~.5 03/1~(1 ~99' our belov~d 
son 

.. 
.Simon 1$actc; K~ldlalbershe Kosclu~ko, 183!) Hl&8. 1272Fi1&35 10/31/1,88& 

im.Germ~ny MS 

·12 



' . 

Surname First Name p:Ja-ce of P.la'c~ ,9f Ye~t !!f Year•of Date of . Date pf Rel~(ioosbip: OJher. 
.(.Maiden NamQ) -Birth Death Brr.th Ptatb Birth Deatb 

Simons Elias 1.869 1&72 . {l8/17/.1 ~~:g 04103118.V2·, sonoflsaac El1ahu bar 
arid.Mary Yitzehak . .' 
Sfrrions ' 

Sproles 
{Cohn) 

·s~ra 19&0. 0'3/~3/i9'60 mar fl.er 
memo,y b_e 
bles.sed al1d 
haver fofg.otte.n 

-
$\ein· 
(Fli~drna11) 

Alie~ 'l807 19,9,9 '09./Q9'/:1907 04/17/'1:99.Q 

~teiil · Fretda Gomer:sheim 1861 1~$ tOi2j/($6'1 -04/2Q/1:~5Q. m0lher, .. of, 
> . • '.·'•••J + 

Ger:manyc Claugr~ St~in 

Stein Le-0pold lngenbetm. Gahton, M~ 
Ger-many. 

1847 1~Q.6 03126/.1:847 l 1/-0~/1. ~!)$' 

Stein Louis·· 18$3 1.978 ·oa1i911 a:93 08/04/1978 

. 
Win,!~ei1¢f 19Jl4 O~/OB'/2Q01 11 /.1 1 /1904' · Tuteur A. Canton, >i,1S 18~1 
G:erm.µ,y 

'. 

Tu(eur b avkl 19Q7 O$t18/1957 

Tute.ur Jacob• 1948 11/03tt948, 
A~@m 

Tute.u.r Metl ·1aa.a 1111.~f.196$ 

Tuteur- Moses 1892, 189.8 Q~/10/1892 06/14/1-89~ 

Tuteur f?;;iulirre. 194:6 0'3/121194'6 

Tuteur R~che.l 1'8.94 18$.9 1.1/12/18.9..4 0.2112/.1899. 

13 



,,_ 

,S.urna.me t f~t.Narnec p·1a.¢~,dJ Pfa.ce. of Ye.ardf· Year of' . ·oate-.o.f : . Cate .of Relationship other 
(~ai",n Na,ra~). BJrttl De:ath Birth Death Birth Death 

Weile.r Blal'rche 1'8.¢7 1-8t3e' 1 ·1t1'5/tl347 97/30/18~8 imrtl'Q'ital iii our 
!Qv~· 

Weiner · G.aroline-. . Afflatrach 1:836 1'-9.f~ 07/1'5/1836 01'/1-3/'191~ 
Germany 

Weiner Carrie C:an'ton, MS 1·87,7 195T 02/2.211'877 10/27Pl9'57 
(l,oeb) 

• < • -

. 

We.iner Mary t:92:01 19ZQ ,02/24/1920 03/.02/1920, 

· We.iner Raebel 1'872 18.90, 
' 

0111~11'~1~ 07124/1890 da.ug.titer..ofS. 
~nd c .'Wf;?;lffler 

Weine.r Samson Heinsheifn 1834 ·1:8'99. 05/25/1834. ~ 11so11 an9. 
Germany 

Weiner Wlltia!'T:\ Vai'd~.n.. MS c~ntoit, MS 1·86a. ts.ae• _OS/29118§3. o41ae/19.a'8 fattier· 

Wile 190_0 1.~01 1:1 /09i1 e'\'.iO 03/04/1901 infafit - -

Wife. 1'898 '189B. '09l09/1i8g8: 11/0911898 tnf,ant 

' 

Wit~ Samuel G.tenada, MS 1858 19,0'1 Q4/04l1.85'8' 11/26/1,901 i:p life b~IQ.V:~·d if'i 
dea,th 'lamented 

. + , . ·- + • 

1A 



- HeJ~dS.tone· lns.cripfjoos· 
from c.em:~t~ries of ExfJhct Jewish Com'muniti'e:s 

in Mi~s'i$sipp1 & Le1J,isiana,, " 

Laure), Mississi_ppj 

' S:urr,, .. .me First N.~me: Place of Place of Year,of Y~ar ,of Dat~ •~f Date of ·Relat ianship • .0 th.er 

(M~rden N• m~} e1rth . .Death Birth Dea'th Birth oeath· 

Berger tcsttie, 1877 1'9.A4 0;3124/1877 09f0p/1,944 

,, 
,Be.rger Martjn ·1877 1~4a 9~1·2811·~17 · 05/Q8J1943 . ' . masoA 

D.anz},ger c~na 1 eea 1$H!'. 
' 

'Dahziger P.aulimi 1S.$2 1$13l:3' 07/,29/1'~92 oet217,19q:9 star 
" 

Eagle ,lo.set 1:8.62 19S? 11/-10/1862 OJ'.107171935 s.tat oh fro·n.t ' 
f~ce 

.. - ,; 

~a_gle 'Lena 1-967 19.39'' 0511-01-1ae1 0:7-/23/-1.,8'.3:9: ·star on fr0.n~ 

· {W!se} raee-
,, 

Fine Anna 1881 ·1.$57 
(Matison) 

Fine Har.ir:tah 1'8.91 19&8 
(.Sac;~) 

- . 

Fin~ H'~rryi 188~ 1967' 
-

F-ine Jennie 1884 1933. 
(Mafisc;,n·) 

fine Mitton 1.srr ·w'.131 

1 



surna-me First Na'fne P.Jace-of' PJa~~af Yeai of Year of Date of- , Date of ·Rel~donship C.Jtber 
1Maide:n Name)' ' Birth De~th Bl(f}i Death Bi~b ,. .De~fh_ 

' F'ine ·Nalhan 18,80 1953 mqs9n: 

F1i1e Sam 1888 194$ 07/0711:8§8 11./24l-1946 .. 

. - - -

'Fog~I Robert . : ,· 1856 1'918 03nsnss6, 02/02/1918 woodman ''at : -;, • I :. 

ie~l" 
' ' Headstone!' ' 

Frotimah Rotiert 1,9.3.6' 1996 · .QS/1-4/t9$6 05/20/19.9.6 
I 

,, 

Prohm~n. Jt. Arthur 195t 1990 08/01/1952 oe10211-gso 

'Gins.burg 19l6 06728/1 R16. · fnrant s.on of ' 
Eflis anq ' ' 
Be~sie 
Ginst,.u.rg 

Ginsburg s:etsy HISJ~ 19.74 1· 0/28Yf 8\3,3 01:/22/1 ~74 

G(nsbu:rg Ems· ·1-887 ·1971 .08/(17/-1887 121.04/1:971 

' 
Gi):)s,bt.(rg Her.try I 192'4 19.9~ 09/09/-1,924 o~,.0~11 Q95, 

Hqse1;1 , ·Aprnh~m 1877 f944 12/1-311944 dear f~fher Hebrew: Ri:ib.bi 
~elfg A'vraha·m ze~l~ · 

b.ar Sarga 
Feiv.el; ijaftar 

I 27·Kis!~V te.~ha 
tendtW~ 

Jose"!, 1-91'9 02./18/1~-19 infantson of 
Robert and 
a:essie Jose.ph 

2 



s:i:,rn:ame Firtit Name• Pfa.c'e c;>f .. P.Jaae ot Year of. Y:ear :of Date of Oat~ of ae1~,i9n~hip otner 
(Maid~11• Name) Birth De:attj · Bfrtb ., be.~t~··' B.ir:th oe:ath I 

.. 

ijaplan Annie 1ff90 1918: 
(Ginsbutil), 

Kaplal') 
(~tatk) 

Fannie 
' . 

; 1 eil9 1'~35. 

, Kaptan S~muel 188:t 19'44 
' 

Klein Elizabeth 19:11 ·t9.64 
' 

KTe.in Ella1 " 1'9•f1 1~'84: 

•~rein ·Irma ,1,eao 1,949 

' Klein Sfmorl 187'1 1~34 

L~fl<,dw.it,z Pinc.us, '18:51 ·1:934. ·star on fr:ont' 
. - fac,e· 

" 

L~fkowftz Sarah 1857 193,6' stw ,of.front 
face 

Levine 'Frances, 1'8:98' 1~53 02i2a11asa 0:9/1:511 S5.3 star-on lronJ 
(E~gle} fa~e. 

leVihe J(')s'eph, 1'891 1Q5~ 09/2211'89'1 ·0410.9/1956 st~:fr ,on front 
fa'C;e 

Levi.ne Leon 192,1 ,192:; '0~M9f1921 1ioi21t192.:3 

Marcus Aoraham 1871 19~5 

Marcus Dave 1901' '1989 01101/1:9.01 01101/1989 ' 

3 



-Su{~-~me- _ I Fi_rsf' Name I P.~ac~ of 
(1V1a1den Na~e) B1cth 

Marc_us, I Don·91. 
I, 

-- -
M~rcus I .Eva 

Marcu~ I 'Hazel 

--
Marcus Lena 

Matk Sara 
.(MaeJ 

Matison I Pave 

-

-~--kt Matison · Ha.rold 
Morris 

Mauson 
(Wat.ts} 

I Lena 

Matrson•; J.t. I Dave 
Arnold 

May H~rry 

Hollac~ B~njaf.nin 

Place of 
Death 

Ye'ar of 
Birth 

~94:o· 

1902 

19Q~ 

18:76 

191:"2 

·18;84. 

1:l!.~7 

1g~1 

1923 

1923 

1aea· 

1S1o 

-Yea:r•of 
oe.atb 

1·9'9A 

1986 

1992: 

t93_6 

- · 
:.1'975 

1.94.9 

-
194_9 

1.ai 2 

19"84 

19.9.2 

196,5 

-
I 194.0 

4 

Date or-­
Birth 

01nort946 

03/2·1/18.09 

tl712S/H,112 

,08J'47 /1898· 

03l07i1~7.0 

,,.,.-,=,------· - - · --· ------------------

Date.of 
Death 

02/14/19'.9it 

,06/04/199..2 

b6i15'71 9:7,5 

O1/271196.P 

03/03/1940 

Relatio.nstiip Other 
-;.- -

·tnasc)ll 

119,starl 

,woodmen/maso 
_ , ·+ • + 

n Hebrew: 
Rabbi Baruth 
Do.v PoltacR, -
azi, ~-'shi$hlm 
-v'tesl'la shanim 
iimi ch_~ih. azav 
er:'etz: haahaim · 



-= 

, ~,urna.me FirslName .P.Jac.e ,of Place. Qf Year·Qf Year of o~,e af . Dal!!-'of ,Rel~ti~n$'hip O,tlter 
,(iVl~fde-n Nim•) Bjrth Death Bfrtfi oe;·t.~. afrtb Cleath. 

, . 
I ., 

b'yotn.l5 Adat 
5700 

5 



Surmrme flr:$.t Name Prate of l P.[ac~d.f Yea-;--of Vear of Date of .. Dat~.of Relationship Other 
(Maid('~ N~me) Birth· oeath Birth .Death Birtfi - Ddfh 

-
PollatK Gussie· 1a·1s .. 1925 . os1q·111 s1.s ff~/0.~ t'192~ Hebrew: Hinda 
(Hillda,) G'itel PollaeJ< 

p'Charnsl\id 
shari.a l'mi 
chaim azva 
~re.tz liac.haiin· 
bY<:>m 9 l~yn 
568.5, Eastern 

I 

' ' 
Sta.r 

·P6llaek; Reuben . 1~0~ 1~43· 

.. 
Rubenl:>teir1 , Hattisbtirg 1920 0G/26/1920 lnfc,1nt son (?f 

E:Sther ·l:lna 
J~cQJ> 

I Ruo~n~tEMn 
' , S<iihwartz Leo 1.896 ,, 1977 

Schwartz ,LIiiie 19Q'3 1.9.83 

-

Wefaberg_~i Jem'lie 1884 1942 :sta.r bn 'ft:ent 
'faee 

Weinberger Nathan 1e10 1·~43 star on front· 
face. 

' 
Wise Hahn-ah· 1·878 1'.9:4,1 ~t~r 011 fr:l;mt 

f~ee-: 

Yawn Bob t915 1981 ·08/31/191~ 12124'/19&7 erowntmasQn 
-

' 

Yawn Oll:Ja 1909 1966 03/2-7/1:909: 051241196.6 
(Klein} ' 

6 



He.adstone Inscriptions 
fmm C~m8-fer:j'e,s· (})f Extir1c_t J~wtsh ~ommunifies 

in Mississippi &: Louisiana -

Lei iogtcm, Mississippi 

Sur11ame \'' Fir$t N'af'W!&. Place·-of Place -of Ye.ar-of Year of Pate of oate of 1'elaffoilship,- · Other 
'(Ma1de~ 'Name) ' · •e'irth - Death Bi!'lh· Oeath Birth ·oeatti 

. . 
1 .Applebaum Abe 1928 1·11::22/1.928 a'fJ.~d 4~ y~ars. 

• Ap.ph;?baurn ,A'b,:tam ·1.s:1-e· 19,31 02f2-3/194ij ·o.aj1d11-ea1· ' 
¥anq.el 

. 

Ap__ple:~aum Nathan 18ij5 tga~ 03t25/1865 06/20119:f9 

-

Applebaum ' Rps~Mtl I 18~0 1-92a 09i24/1,890. O,t/25/1~2'.3 
I 

Applebaum- ·sol 18'.&2 1'940 Q7/2.0/1 &~2 0~~1'940 

" ' 

Auerbaok Sarah 18.l3 1902 04/06/1':8.5.3. 04/16/1902 
(Sontheimer), 

Colten Pl'lilfp '18.94 1926 11-/1'1/1894. 02/05[1~26 hu~b:'~md of 
Rebecca 
t. • •• ' 

L~yingston 

'(~oh~n RQS~ 1.8.67 194'9 ·07/02:i-1'887 1210711949 " . -;: .. 

(SehuJ) 

Colien saml.!$1 1862 1943 04/26/-1862. 03/11/.1943 

Fisher Bettie 186,1 1926 P3/061181:i1 ·oa1oa11,g2a 
I 

Fisher. Sime,n H15-9 1'83.2 1-0/22/1859· 0_310.1/193-2 

1 



Surname. first Name P.Jace. ot Place o1 Year of Yeardf D'at~.of Date of R~latio.nskip Other-
(Maiden Name) Bii'th Death. Birth Oeath Bittfl oeatb 

I 

Flink Meyer · ·1aa.a 1.928 
Noah· 

l=rink Myra 1930•' 1,,943; 
Norma I 

FUrtl< 'Natfian· 1684 ·19·18 
. sarn~el 

I 

flower l;~thet 1:867 19(30 04/12/1,867 06/0.6/19$0 
. (\-lvm,p) 

. ' 

FJower i'saac 1ae2, 1~3·1 0·1121na&2. 07:/09/1~~1 
I 

t .I6wer Loui~ '1894, 1914 07l04L1:S9.7 09/09119'1.4 sqn Qf r:saaq 
~n<'l l:&ther 
flower 

FloWets 1'938 · 02/09/.1.9'38 fnfant aaugl)le:r 
of Sam and 
Flora F!o.wers 

·, 

Flowets· Abtam 1aee 19.45 04Jt7 /1 ·886' 0:4/21f1r,9,45 

'· 

Flowers Mildred '1884 19·16 ' .wife of MorriS' ., 
Flink 

Flowe'l's Samuel 1891 1~4,3 0$126/1891: tolfit19·4'9 

H~rg.on, Oti~ ~eed 1~5$ 1\3?2 10/18/1932 

. 

·, ,Hargor-i .l"{osa 1814 1927 01/HUf874 ·o,1#i119'.21 
{Ma·rks) 

•· 

Harrmah 1$.olore 1 e·aa 19.4:& 10/04/18~8· 1012oll 94S 
I 

--

He.rman Abraham. 1833 f9i4 1Ht711'8m~ · 02/'1'2/1·924. 

2 



Surname First_,Nam& P.Jact>of ·Place.of Year of Year of Date of' Date of ' Relalionsh1p , o_ther 
· :(Maiden Name)' -· , Birth · 'p~at~ · JJirt~ Deilfh ·an1h oe-atfi · ·· · · -

t-------+-----+------+------1----+-----+--------11------1-------+--------I' 

Herman Oelia 184T ·1935 0812Mt-e4t (}1/18/1935, 

Herrman Morns tins 1.949 04/1-4/1•876 1272'0/1'949 

Hentnan ·sam 1"874 •1934 09/Q.S/1"8.J 4 .08/2911934 : 

1-\ooke , Ar.ma 
(G111~spie) · · -· 

H_qok~ John 

Hooke ' J,phn 
. _ c,;mespie 

tiyrnan B~ttie 1891 1a·91 0/3/0'1/.1891 0S/01lt891 .daurght~tof 
· ls4or~ and 

R<;>sa HyfQan 

t:-tyman ' l$odore 1 a,ij1 1 ~21 o-gp(0/1.S61, " 0~/29/1'92'1 

J,aoobson Aaron 1884 1949 0210211:ea.4 '1'1/061194'9 - .. . . - . ~ -

'l<iern Flot~ 1863 f93.9 08/19118:68: 03/0411939' 

Levy Herrman 18_89 1"9a-lS 0~/1'5/1_a'l;l9 1Q/1011'9:36 

Levy !sadQr~ 186.~ 18"32 

~~vy Joseph· 1886 1 ~~9. 

3 



I 

Surname FirstNam.e Pia.ca of Piace (Jf Year of Year of t)ate ,of D,,de,:Qf ~e1at1oash!p· Otfie:r., 
(M.aideti .Na.me), 'Bi~h , Death :Birth [)~~·th . B1rth ()eijtlJ 

' .. 

Levy I Lena 1865 1.942' {2,/25/:1'8,6!?. 0'.$(29/:1.942 

Levy ~artiD 189~ 1929 04/04/,,1 ij9 t 07t,05/.1Q29 
' -

~ew.i~ 1'-909 03129/190_~ ·son of MQrris 
aod Ji;tfia L~wis: 

Lewts f9Q4 t904'. 05/0~f19b4 0$JO~/l9.'Q4 infant-son •of 
Marfi.s;a11:d 
~ulia Lewi.$ 

. Lewis I Ju{t~ 18?-3 19a5 04/0211&73 01/18/..19.~5 
. (Hamn--ah) 

-

. Maclctex ·,Sam ,Alford 19.&31 09/1'5/1953 aged za years 

. 
Ma.d!iox Arlie 1~47 ·02Yb3/1947 • ' . ~ ~~ l!Vife • ageq 72 y~ars· 

Miller Da:v,id 1882· 1926 1)3116/1.882 0'2/2f1/1 a-2~ hu'sbang Qf 
Eva C(jh-en 

MOier Ht'#i'liert ·1,911 1944 04/07.11~1'7 ~11oe11944 
l..Efonard, 

R.~inhard NQ~ma1;1 1902 1933: 
Vict9r 

Reinh.ard \/ictoF 18.63 1942 

Riteman Hamel 1,9!j1 0.~J.19/~ S-51 -age·a 8:1 years 

Rosenthal 
(Senfh.~tiner); 

Carrie 1a·5:5 19.04 .06/14/H356 06/24/19-04 

Ros~nthal Henry 18~2 ·f9t,1 03/1-4/185~ 0612511 Q2:1 

4 



Surname 
(Maiden Name)•· 

Rosenthal 

Rose11that 
( DteyfllS.$) 

Sentne.hne:r 

S:Pntneimer' 

Sorftneimer 

Sotithermer 

Sonthei111et 

Son'theimei' 

.Sontheimer 

Sontheimer 

So.nthe,imer 

Sontheimer 

sonttl~itn~r; 

Firsl N.ame. I ·Plac~ of 
Birth 

Joseph 

Ro:sa 

Ro.sa· 

81ll~ne;' 

Emma 

Fannie 

. ~a11.nah 

Jaoon 

J'¢anette 

..I.Qf:18S 

Lily 

Mary 

Mose~ 

HerxeJr:n; 
G_e,.ffnan:Y 

Place of 
oeath· 

'fiar df· 
Birth 

Hi66 : 

186-3 

1850 

1862, 

fg,55 

1.629 

1846 

1819 

1'8&.8 

18.69, 

1.ea,1 

1.821 

1848: 

Year '.Of 
Pe:ath 

1923. 

19$5 

'1911 

1&68 

19b5 

1,,13 

'1rJi47 

1886 

1'896 

1819,· 

1948;' 

1~~5 

1849 

5 

Date of 
,Bir-th 

0$[0211 ~6.3 

08/06/18$.0 

1.2/0~/1862 

1012·3/1'865 

0"~/10/1 !}29 

.gq/22/1'tl46 

1012011~1~ 

.02,oa11·~ss 

11/21/1869 

Ot/11[18.$1 

07/04/1821 

081'12f1.848 

Date of 
b~ath . 

02/12/,,193·5 

0~12·111 ~:11 

'08/09/1868 

09/18{19.05 

0.2l25/f913 

d.5ll411 ·S:4.7 

·061.24i1 aas: 

lOlZ6tl8as 

08/:16/187.9' 

07:/24/1 ~48 

0V~l:lt1895,. 

10/:(;)3/1849' 

Relat1of\Shjp 

wife of lsqdore 
Hy[T,len. 

ehlll:I of Jaceb• 
a:nci Mlir,y ·. 
Sotitheib1et 

·daughter al 
Jao.oi> and 
Mary 
Sontheimer 

~ 

s:on of Jac;o!:> 
oandM,3FY 
Serithe1mer 

Other 



SiJtname · Fcrst Na~-~ Place~~f Prac,~.of Year of Yea.rof O:i te oJ D~te of R~Jationshi,P -Otb~r 
, (Maiden Nam~) Birtfi Oe-ath Sfrth Deaffl · Birth ·o~aUl 

Sonthelmer riJecie· 1&~1 1947 1d/13Jf851 09/0$71947 

-

Sc;mtheime_r, S.011;1mor:i Wurtenb.urg, 1a·2s 1:aep 02,/11PI 825 0,81201.189.,0· ' 
, Gerrn~oy 

·a, . ; 



: Hea:d.sJone l11sc.ri~tiPt1$: -
from Ce.meteries of Extinct Jewish Communltfes 

in Mi.ssi.ssippi,.& L{>ui~iaf!a 

M9nticel lo,, MisSi$Si p~pi 

Surname First· Name , P.lace ·of Plate of. Ye.araf Year of Date o.f Oat,,. of Retatioru,hip Oth'e:t 
{Maid.~n ,N.am&) Birth Qeatb Birth· Death $irth, De.~th 

' 

Myrnan EU:-as, SQl.ltz Mantioi!llo, 1~4,9 da118/.1949. ,ag~d ~2'·years 
$Qysf0;rE1tz MS. Hebrew: Elia-Piu 
Fr~mce bar' tse.ndei, full 

Hebrew d~te. 

Kl0tz 1.saac Sultz! Franc.e. Monticello, 1'BS3. 0~!1'5(18'53 son et Jos~pt'l ~,~q 1:ij yea.rs 
MS ,, F<Jo.tz. - Hebr~w 

inscrfif(tion badly, 
I 

wC!it.n 
-

~ottwitz . Hyman Posen, 1820 1654 09/~0/1&5.4. , aged i9, years; 
.Pru.s$ia tf r.non'ths. 

" 
i Heb~e'W, 

tfekvef T-ar::to.u 
I 

ere(/ Yom 
!(ippor/tn·olad· 

- b'shnat..takfi' 
l'.dak ttsh'e~· 
stwl Pesc:1th 

1 



-

H~ad'stone lnscriptfons 
ftom C:ern~teries of ExtJn~t Jewi~h CammunJUes 

in Miasissipp1 &. Louisiana 

O~Y~t\. M•s~Jss,jppi 

. 

S,u.r,name Fl.-.at .Na.me. ~la:ce.-of· · .Place.of Yea·rof Y@ar Qf Date of Date of rt1la(ionsbip Other 
(M~ld~n f,aame) Bit-th Death, Birth Oea.th S'irt.h Death 

Cahn Emile 'ij$!v.aria:,. 
·Germany 

1'8.60 10/2911&80 aged 36 t.ear:s 

C'ahn Lena 1854. 1~8 0~/•2(?/1'854 1-11Hr1a9a 

' 
Cerf Emanuel Arrilte Amite 1854 1~·ra 04/10/18~4- 1071~/1$.1~ 

Cpi.Jrify, MS County, MS 

, C~rf E$telle 1820 1ao2 0'5/18/1820 06/0S/1.902 

Cerf; isatah Haguenau, .O~yka·, MS · 
Afsaqe 

:'.1'8.28 1878 0511.s1f~s 10/01/1_878 

Cohn Polina .J=erdon, 1~i39 1'8ij8· 01/01/18j9 1 o,e:~11 ssa wifij of :Simon - . --:.. - -
Prussia Cohn 

Dryfuss· Le.nmctn 1'8,55· 1'818 1OJ:2'3/1878 · 

' 

Jla_rt M9ry. Poy.,jdz, 0$y,kg; MS 1'82~. 1.8?8 12i'iQ71628 Q~/3'0,/1878 wffe·of Hyman 
·Pr1:1s~1a Had .. 

Hart Susan .WJtE.c.owQ, 'Q$yka, ~$ f8-78 11/17/187$ wife:of ~6$~-Ph aged 67' years, 
Pnissia. Hart . . ... 

Heuman Isaac Osyl(a; MS 1861 187.8 07111./.1861 091.29/187'8 son of Moses 
anq Sarah· 
Heum_an 

Heuman Moses 1827 1·900 

1 



Sutnama Fi,st.'N_ame Prace of · Pl~c:eof Y'e:ar U.f Yeafof D.ate.of . 'D:ate' of ~etatiooship O~he:r .(Maiden Name) Birt1- OeaJh 8rrth De.a:tb Birth Death 
. 

·t-teuman Sara 18.22 189,9, . 
I 

. . 

Keiffer ·ijlancfie ·18$3 1-883. 0.4122/1883 09lO7/f88;3 -- :;: - ' d~!}ghter of 
Leopold. ~na 
came ·Keiffer 

1-evine Jacob 1:&81 PW26/1i81 · i:fQed 47. y.e~(s-·, 

~evy 
I 

Han.n~h 1.851 1§99 
: 

Moyse Jules. Les, Eta11s;rS.·, 
F,ran~e, 

Osy!<a,.M$ 1.a52 1878' 05/61118'52 12lb·1:MS7~ 
. 

Mundt. Bunna Witkow6 
Pr.ussra:' 

1808 188'1 ·1211~1&81 

· MundJ Moritz. Posen, 1886 1 rJt2s11 ase: aged. 4'4 Y~iil"$ 
Pr-ussi~: 

Wolf Harriet Mertzweilei, New Orleans, 1 e.29: 1~06 0:6/2811829 03l23f1.906 .- ' -
(Mock} Al~ac~, LA 

Waif Henry 187.3 187.it o~m911ai3 - ,. ,. .· - 10l10J.187i8 son of Samuel 
and Harriet 
Wolf 

·' 

Wolf' J..:at~I"' 1'826 1900 02/1111826 06114/19dQ 

waw Mina 'Larl)bsheim, Osyka., M.s: 1~96 0813'1L1 896 wife .. of Lazar 
Bavaria, Wblf 
G·ermany 

I 

·w_atf Myer Amltja, 1851 1878 O 1124/1857 10i24i1818 son ~f. San:i4.eI 
County.MS . and Harriet 

Wolf. 

Wolf Samuel Bu~h~_weilei::, 
Als-ace 

Osy,~a. M$· 1824 '18Q9'. 05/tij/1 !324' 06/~611.8:Sa 

2 



..... 

s·uinarne. Fi.r~t ~ame Pf~ce of P·la.ceof ~e.aro.f Vtia.r of ,Date of Date of Relai.i:~nsfiip, Other 
(.Maiden Nante) Birtt. btatb Birth- Of.fa.th Birth · Death 

Young Ern8$\ioe Germany- 1'861 
(Grunau:} 

'1,900 05'/081186'1 10/0511'900.: 
• - ~ -

a 



~ _...,_.. - ~ -4 ~m ze·~ =:---

He'aaston-e lnscri'ption$ 
frqm 'S~m~teries·.•of E.xtin.ot ~ewish CemmuniUei; 

i'n M·lssissi'ppi & Louisia•na 
~ 

Port•Gfoson',·. Mis•s.issrp•pi 

' 
S~rname Flrst.Nam·e Pl~ce of !?'Lace of Yea·r of ¥e.~r.of b.ate of o~te of , -Relationship OtHet 

,,(Maide:n Name): Birtl-f l)tiath 8jrth D~ath Birth :oea:th 
' 

.. 

Abrah~m Bertheltt- HJ82 w1a 12120,1ae2 021,2.oi1 91 a Wo~d_merr Qf 
,tne·Wodd 

.. Memorial' 
Ab.ratiam Jun~' 18$6 1~1~ 11/03/1·856 ()5/()211,916 

Abraham Leo(i~rd 1886 1.937 '04/28/188.6 12/14/.1937 

Abraham kouis 1847 1924: 1 P(2,BL1 &47 051021.t924 

' 
Abraham, .J.r. laz 1S1~ '1918 04/tt/lM~ 04/1~/191.8 

8ernb.elmer: · He11netta. Wlttgenbprn, 1827 190A 01[1'6/1904 
(Cahn): Kuhr:bes~_er:i,. 

G~rma~y, 
. 

B~rrihejmer Jacob 1&~'3 1'9'1-t 1 01oa,1 aa:a · ·dB./21/-1-911 

Bernheitner Samu.el Hdnenerfns, 19'12 1ea·e 09114/1'912 10/23/1888 
Tyrol, A~st1i'a1 

J:iernhqld 19Q9. ·1909: 0W2'8/1'~09 12/P2/~9:Q9 dgught~r of J . 
and R. 
Bemhold 

Bemhold. Juli.a 1~74 1909 a.1,1711a11,4 10/0~/1.~00 · Wife of Jacoli 
(Cahn) S.ern'liolci . -

1 



Surname Fi~tNam~ p:1~ce o.f 
- -

F{ehttionsh;ip P.Ja~.o of -Ye..a.r t>f Y"ar df Bale of Date of .Qtber 
(Maiden N'ame) Birth D~~.th airth .D.ea,th .SiH:h De.ath 

Bltich AarQn 186i 07124/186'2 (the re.st in 
H~arew,) 

Bock Es,ter: 1,S?-4 1906, 05/.10/~874 10/12/19.06 , wife of Oavid 
Bock 

Back Felix 1673. 1933 Q3Li9/1a73. 04/12/19.33. 

a·ock . Ro.s:a· 4aao 19.1/;0 0.7:/20/1 813.0 •06/3,(llf9~0 
{~)lier): 

I 

Brod Ethel Tonit a . Memph:is, TN 19:19 t9.2'6. O:SJQ4/1'9l9: q~i24/192$. 
-

.Cahn ,Ed~1n 1~77 19A.0'' b4/1,4f1·a77 07131-1194.Q 

Cahn. Louis Ki~fet f88,7 195-6 te/1~/1'887 
" 

Q1}J 1i195~ f\11~~is s-ippi 'Pvt, ' 
Cg. 1<~:5. ReQt, 
USMC; 

Cahn Ma1;1nce 1·870 1JJ~i 1,'0/24/1.8,70 oa13111 ~a2· 
-. -

Cahri ,Minnie 1~4.8 1896 02/28ttS48. 10/1'8/t!f9fo. wife of Willi.am 
, '(Ktefef)' ; ·c·atin- . 

Ca.t:m wrn1arn 1'83'1 1920 '12127118.31 0.1 /24./1'920 

-
Cohn Au._brey 1927 19.(3,3 0~1,071-1_9~.7 f0/25/19aa t,>la11k-spa~e for 

w ife 

Cohn Daniel 1685 195Q 05/0611&85 Q5/1·9/1 ~50 hYsban~. 

Colin 
(Titche) 

Rose, 1,8.86, 1975 0612711886 . 0'1104(1915 wife 

De$mond Lea..h 1888,, 1959 .a HeJQenteicfl 

-

2 



·surname, "first.Name Place of , p·1aoe,of Ye:arol Yeatof o·ate of Date of ~e.lJtionsblp , OtJ1er (Maiden Name) j3:irth Pe:ath Bitth Death a"frt~ .O~atb 

Dryfijs Solomon 18.90 18~5 1010~11 a·so oa102,1:~as SQO ofQ.aVid • • + ' - ~ 

~ -~-uri.i;:e an(:! Rosa 
Dungan Rose 19'19 1:981 :0Q719.l1.919 05/13/1~8.i si:$ter ,of 'Kati (Weil) 

C wen . . 

Fisher JuUa 1:aa:-i· 1929·• 
(l.evy) ' 

' 

Flsher ~ose~ t857 1-905, (:)4112{1:8§7 ·07/1'011905' I 

·, 

Frish_man Aaron 1&.~1 1.940, 

Ft'i:sflman Abe Natchez ras1 1.909· 11)261186:7 1 0/09119'CI~ 

Frishman Celia 1869 192:3 
-

08/1111~·59 1'1/1~/~92°3 Wif,e of Hair.is 
t=rishr:nan 

Frishman Qi:>ra 1'91.2. 1913 

Fdshrnan -Harris 1ae.2 1927 

a 

F-rishman ldc1 1889 1·925. 
(Spiel) 

- . 

Frishman Moses 18'69 1'946 
. 

Fris_hman, .Rebec~ 1&9:7 195,j ·0§/1-8/1'697 12115/-1'951 

Frisnman Rosa 1e91 1 ?12$11 e91 mother 

Frishma,n. $amu_el 1880 1~1~ 03/08/1880 04/jQ/1'915: 

a 



~-~---

.s.u;natne fflrsfNam~ PJ.tCf! Of Place of Yea.r oJ Y-ear o.f Qateqf Dat~ ·Qf- Relatio nsh i'I> Ottter 
(r,4aide~ N.am~) '8,irt,b De:a.th. ,E{irtb o,a.tf) J:H.r-tb Dea.tb 

Ffishman · ~amuel 1894 ra:ss $.Oh Q'fH. and 
c·. Fri.shman 

-
Harris ,$imOf1 : die:d of Yellow 

Fe_ver -

' keideni:eldh L. 16,58 19$~' 
' 

Heidenreilih Lazer 1a~ 19:ot 1 il.29/1;824 Q6td111ao1 
Woolf 

.. 
Heiden.reich Viola ·Ua7,6, 1'95'3 

Heidenreicll 
(~e,ck) . ··-

·ze1da 1'e31 19;10 04105/1 9.10 

Herman , Re~ecea 1~1.2 181_8 02/$("1~1.2 ' d9/10t18.78 daughh,ir ·of$. 
and R. Herman -

· Herrmann Gh~tles ' -1e~i ,18~8 11f1 5t1864 0712:ij/Hl~B• son ,qf$.~ and 
R. Herr.maAO 

- -

Herrm~nn :Edward 1'877 1-933 

H~r:rml'lnn ly'fauriee: 11874', 1g1s. 06lf5/11S:74 041011191-5 .s6n ofS, and 
R Hetr,:naAh 

-
Hetm,anra R:osale:e 1838 1'910 O'il/0~/1.83:8· 05t31!-19'1.0 motti-er-

. 

Her;tm~nn ' RP~lie 1·8'61 19~2 

1-to·oig,man Men_rie'(te 1'~54 '1-890 04/14/1'8'§4 10/Q8f1890 wi.feofS. 
H~:fnigman1 

' 
da49ht,erof 
Laz. ,W. 
Heiaenreich 

4 



Surname F,r.st Name Pl,ceof Place of Y:ear df yea.r of IJale of Date Qf" Relation.ship Other (Maid~n Name) BirtlJ o.e:a.tti B:it.th De~Jh B,iifh D~at,ta 

1Sahn Marie 1891 ·1~79 10/1"tf1.$'!J1 Q972en~1~ 
(\..~W) 

Kaufman ' ·. Joseph 1,917 0111:71,,1~17 
' 

.. 

· K,aufrnan Jo:sie. 1,8~2 1925 · 11/1\5/18112 os12ii19.2? 
. 

Kaufman· Juli~ $oUlet-Son.; 18.4'7- 1.91:2 08120/1847. 06/2"3/19'12 
(Kio.ti:). ' Fore Alsace .I .• •· '~ 

Kaufl'han Moise 1.849 1929 ' 
1 lhOJta4.9 1Ql09/1.929.' 

. 

Kau.tn:iao Ma~.es. Trim:bac:,.. 1'8- 1'21'1:.9/1800, ,aged 69·.ye,ar,s, 
Al!:iac~ stotie half 

J.jurie'd 

Kaufman Pearl 1884 1'909 t2Z24/1884 06i3Q/1909 d.~.1:19.hter oi 
Mo$e ar:id Julia 

l:<ie.fer Emanvel, 18j5 1.894 0610§/1'8'46; '08/25/1'894 

Kiefer L.Q4is· 1890 1891 

Kle(e_r Louis Lemba.¢1 1~11· 1886 1 0t-181.18-11 121-12:J.1886 

Kiefer Marie 188$ ·t.886 02/,1 o'/1886 61/1311886 

Kiefer Mane L!!_mbeek, 1814 18$2: Q6l02l1'a14 OB'f,~111882· ·wife o.f· Lou.is 
(Ros~r) A~~"3ce· Ki_eter 

Labenberg H. 1?~6 1'~15 , OBiQ'5i1875 

Labeoberg Marcus 181$ 1933: 

5 



b;,e; - .. jf" ...,,. 
~ ----= 

Sur11ame Firs.t Name Place of Place of Yea.r: of Ye·ar -of Date of D,ate o f Re:tationship Ott:,er (Maiden Name) , .Birth Death Birth Death Birth Death 

Labenperg Regina Wittgenborn 182~ 1898 10/31/1829 09/03/1898 Wife of Henry 
Korhessen; r. 
Germany 

Levy Benjamin 1854 1908 10/15/1854 11/0.4/1908 

Levy Bertha New·Yotk 1855c 1907 12/15/1855 ·02/0711907 (Picard) City, NY 

Levy. Byron 1858 1935 0·1/24/1858 04/18/1935 

Levy Emma 1864 195E;i° 
(Baer) 

Levy Estelle .Soult-Sous~ Farmersvme, 1821 1892· '03/()811821 08/31/'1892 wife Qf Mayer 
Forets, LA: levy 
Alsace 

Levy Harriet 1-900 1'?f15/1900 aged 75 years 

Levy Henry 1850 1895 12/12/18.95 

-

Levy Julia ·1853· 1944, 04/29/1863 01/19/19.;iJ.4 

Leyy Julian 1885 1887 son of Byron 
H. ijnct Julia G. 

Levy L. 1862 1-914 08/31/1862 0'3/24/1914 Woodmen of 
the World 
Memorial 

Levy Laz Alsace, 1832 1887 10129/1.832 02/2711887 r 

France 

Levy Leopold Drainback 1907 08/30/1907 
EJsa.s, 
Germany 

6 



2 • --= 

Surname , first N,me Pface,of Plac-e ,of Y~r·9f Ye~,r ·Qf Date of O;tt.e of Re,Jationship. Oth~r (Maid~n f~a~e) .' (:Ur.th Death Bfrth Qeath B.lrth De,ath 

Levy Mary: .S.Windtatshei 183_0 t910 1'0/2,6'i18.3O ,Q4:t22/ 19:1 o, 
(Neter:) m.Alsace 

Levy Mayer Soultt-S.ous- 1831 1t114 ,0771"(}/,1·8,31 1 0/26119'14 
F¢rets, ,, 

Al$ace 

Levy Wiliard 1889 1~16 scm of ·eyrqn ' 
H. ~nd J~_lia G . 

. 

lion Mary 1-850 1869 11110.1185h 09/Q6/1 {3€,9 •wife of 
'' , soio·rtion bfon, 

daL!g.hter Cit 
Moses 
K-auffna;, 

Mai:x Ethel 189£! 1892 Qal0?/1,89Q 1.1 /2Q/189_2 daughter of· 
J~cob and ' 
Bertha "4aqc; 

. 

Marx Flt>rent e ••, '1'.894 1963 0:3/11/1,894 10/.1'211963 

' 

.Marx Henry - 1853' 1·994 Q4/29l1'8~3 oa11si1904 ' ' 

Marx Herman 
' 

1877 1947 -

-
Maoc Joseph 1890 1929 os11ana:eo 01./17 /1 !l2'fJ1' 

. Marx- .. Julia 18,S~ 1~15 077::fl;)/18~3. 09/26/-19'.15 ' Wife·or Henry . 

Mane~ Ma1Jr:!c.~. 18.72 11}~4 0~~511872 0.1/1'1'11884 son of Sara:h 
and S9I Ma~ 

Marx Minam 1f.}.90 1970 w:i'fe of Herman 
-

Mar:x Mo.ses 1878· 1911 1.l/~·1 /1 a~: 08/1.~/iH) 1 t 
I 

7 



Surname · First Na.me ,Plat e oi Pl.ac.e:of Year of Year,of' Daie·of Date of Relationship Other (Mai~en 'Name) 'Birth. Death Birth ·p~attl Birt'1 Death 

, 

. 
' 

Mali( Si,non 18.87 1938 

,Meyer A~:n~s ,OetFoit, Ml ·1905 121211190.5 wif~ •of Herbert 

' 
, M. Meyer 

Meyer Hdrterlse, 1e:{lo 1~45 0,t,101/1880 08/.29'/19'45 Wife .. of Isaac 
' .. 

- Me.yer. 
' Meyer l~aa_e 1~?1 196.0 6af24na11 11/-1f11',960 I 

,, ✓ ••• ,:: 

I 

Moog Julia 1.872. ·· ow101la72 . (!,J_nsure i( date 
is (cir. birth. or for 
cf~~:th). -

Mosef ' E.doµr~· 18.5.:5 1:~3"14 '11/08/f85.5 11/Q.fl/19'1'4 Woodmen o,t 
•·. the World' 

Memorial 
Moser Josephine ·18>11 1'934 101tOtt8·7,1'. 111oa11 si4 

N.ewm~u• Cpri•nne. d_aoghf¢r Qf L. 
T. anH Julia 

Newman Julia 18.44 
{Kief~f) 

18}8: Q4/14/'t'8'41 1:0/11./1878 

--
Newman Louis 1a:_35 1908 0-1/'1-6118·3p · -D.8/21/1'9'C)~ 

I 

New~an Sld.ney -son f)f LT. 
Kjefer: and Julia -

~it~m~ri .J~c.Q~ 1.8,~9 1'9.09, 04/02/1839 08/1:4/1909·, (blahlc,spac~ for- ' 

wife) 

Rd$.e:t Bernard 187.5 

·8 



-
Sur;nJme; First N:arne PJaee of Pra°'e;df Year of' Year:of:. Pat~ ·of l!>.a.tt Of Relationship, O'thet . (.Maiden Na.me) ' Birth Death Binb Death · B'(rth be~th I 

-
Senc:e Aaron · an ·;r-i Hebrew. ' ' - ~ - - ~ 

I 

· ~enee Rosa Sohocren, BatQn Rougei 1886 03/.14/18;8:µ 
Prussia LA 

: 

SQmmer Louis Lembach, 
Alsac~. 

1:813 1:891 07/03/1 813. D4114t1,(J91 

Fran~.e -
Sommer I Mais.ar~.£ Lern.bac;;h, 1810• 1~~1 os1:M1.1 a. to 04tt4ft891 

Al.sace, . 
Fra'li-ce: - . 

Ttlcbe A, 1:841 1928 

Tirone t,t, 1·884, l~·3-0 0.3/05/188.4 . . , ·••' ., .1·O/1:1/f9..30 
. 

TUche '" 18'612. 1·~2$, wife of A. 
fitohe 

Tra~l~r Davr9 189.7 1.'948 

Traxler .Ester 1$75 f~30 ·Wife.of Phillip, 

Tra~let :Sammie 1$98 ta:s:e 04l02/1~98 0£li 111,~9l3 sqn of P.H. ' 
'and E, 

Upger 'Rosali~ S~ultz~SQUS 182'5 f886 12/17/1825 03/24/1886 wife cJf Elias. ' 
(Klptz.} Foret$, Unger 

Alsace 
I 

' Vnger Sbfomon Grand.Gulf t845 1,a·a2 '12/.28/1845- 10&011882 

Weil 1916 06102/.191'6 inf.ant da'i;tg"fitet 
of Zerlei):e. and 
Samuel Weil 

s 



Surname 
(Maide·n Name). 

Weil 

Weil 

·We.ii 

Fl~t Name 'I Plac,e of 
. Birth 

t<.ar1 

S)imu~I 

·zertene 

Piace of 
o,ath 

Year of 
f3ifth 

1909-

ta.e.s 

Yeat•o.f 
C:leath 

19.91 

1940 

Dafe af 
B.irth ·· 

04/1 6/190~-

·1110.s11866 

Date Qf' 
D~a_tt, 

os110/fst1 

11/15/1940 

·RelatiomJfdp 

ser;r. of S.am4el 
aodZerlene 

O\he,i:r 

' ( ~ aa~) ., ,. . . . I .I t I I . I I I /, 
v'}.t.el,ch ~ ··· -Bertram 

t~80 

189,1 

1~54 ·03.l.1.6/'1880 

0:7 llq/-1'89·1 

09/06/1'9.§4 

Zad_ek 
{Hyams} 

'
1 ~~~ek 

Zadek 

• Za9e.k-. 
(Wo·q(J) 

E;iter 

Hir:f.lm 

lzj~ore 

Katy•: 

New York' 
City, t-AY 

W9~ 

184(5 

1.a~o: 

1&99 

1-8·96 

1~q4 

19.3:3 06/14/,1?8'46' 

195::2 

10 

12/06l1.8S.9' 

08,/2411896 ·I daughter ef,,J, 
an.\;! K Hy.ams, 

•I w.ife•Gflsidt)re, 
Zade~ 

t 1/231193'S 

-

Mason s,ymbal 



-

H~adston~-hi~Qtiptions 
from C~met~ries' of Extinct J,ewish Communities 

in Mi~i~sipp:i &. Lat,usiana < 

;sa~rti;i~ Mississ'iJ>pi 

Surname First Name Place of Place of Ye·at P.f- Year.of Date of Date of· R~ta'tions'hip Ott!er 
(Maiden Name) Birth DeaJ'1 l;Jirth ,D~alh ftir:th Death 

.. 

Fnedl~n:cler Jo:sephina ' 18~0 0811 ,1./1 ~-SQ 
! 

··Gould Alfred 1827 18_8j not su.re he is 
Jewish 

Hifs·ch Mary 

Kohl~r "H~r:ina.h 18.45 184.7 01/1·4/1845- :o~/0(5/1847 
' 

Kohler Leab 1847 '1.6.4:.7 09/08(18·4-7 09/2f3/18~ 'l 

' 
Ko.hler Nathan 184~ 1850 04/.2971'84"9 011o~da~o 

~auh ab'raham 1845 f:2/1211$4~-

1 



· Headstone Inscriptions 
from Cemeteries of Extinct Jewish Communities 

in Mississippi & Lc;>uisiana 

,woodville, Mississippi 

Surname First Name Place of Place of Y:ea.r of Year of Date of Date of Relationship, Other (Maiden Name) BJrth :Death 81.rth Death Birth Death 

infant .son of_ 
and S, 
SchleSif1ger 

1891 08/19/1891 infant son of E. 
and· M. Aaron 

-
Infant of R.. T. 
and l:i. Joseph 

Woodville, 1906 1906 12/17/1906 12/22/1906 infant son of 
MS Alex ((;eles?) 

I Eva and. G. 
Schloss 

Alexander son of H. and 
Rester 

Frances. , 1889 18'89 04/05/1889 . 09/02/18°89· daughter of I. 
S. and A. G. 
Joseph 

Rosa 1884, 1885. 07 /2·5/1664 09120/1:885 daugliter,of 
Joe and 
Caroline 
Benjamin 

Sarah 1875 1,875 12/0511875 tQ/0.9/1876 daughter of 
Benjamin (Joe 
and Caroline) 

AaroA Joseph 1852 1897 07/1111852 0·9118/1897 husband of 
Louisa G: 

1 



• .~urn;a_me Fir$t N°ijJJle , p_lace_ of Ptac_e,ot Yearc,>f Y_ear of Date of Date of Relationship- Other 
(N{aiden N'am~) f3ir:th Death Birth - [}eath· Birtb Death: -

Aa,ron Lo~i.s~ 1-864 1954- o.at12lt864 ,·01l1·6/,1954: •wife of.J~'seph ' 
.A.ar.on 

Adolphus Josepnine Trenton, NJ Lake, Charltr~ 192:~ OS-f-1.1119-29 · 'wife of r.saac. 

Hart 

Al~xander Arthur, aay'Ou '.S'ata-, 1819, j S~1 12/1671;879 :o.~/271-1,,891· ·~:on ~IM. and 
LA • D. Alexander 

- •; ,• • • + 

Bad.in Isaac" 1.a5g 1.901 f0/1~lt859 OJ/07/-1901 
I " :- - - + + + 

Betge.r Hanna 1s45 ·1a9o/ 04[11·11,1:345_ 01126.l1fJ97 ', 

Blan.oh L,illiam 1893 ·1899 ·o-s11a11 $~3. Hits/) 899 d~u.s,hter Qf F. , 
A and F~nnie , 
Hart 

8'ro.WFf JQh'J) 11t5't -1,9j1 ·0210211857 10/10/-1!M7 ' hpst;>~nd <i>f- : 
Emma A. .. 
Schle·~it,g~r-

Ct>hen Abraha'.m ·1&71 1941. 06/27t1a71 0211611:94'1 .. son ofJaoob 
aM L.duis.e 
Cohe.n 

Coh~n Annie Wo,od\iille., WooMille, '1'861 1893 01120/~861 . . 08/23/1893 dau,ghter of 
. . MS' MS - ---- - ~ooban~ 

Lou'f se. -Co·hen 

Cohen B.ella 185.6- 19:35. 0 ,1'(Hlt85.6 10/07/1:935 daUghter of 
· · , . .Ja.cob'-<Jnd 

Louis· Cohen 

Cohen Cliar!es 1'8601 1945 

Cohen Daniel 1866 1.81.7 04/141'16.66 0112111877 son of.J-. afld L. 
Co1)ef'! 

CohQfl ~ dwa'r.d 1-85,9 1,aa-1 04/~ 4/1859 0.9/17J1861 $Gn 9f. Jae_9.p 

2 



SumalT!fl! Fit,$t Name Place·ol PJ:ac._e ·of Ye.~r Qf ¥ear.·of · D~te of o..ate: of Relatibnsfiip. <;)thef (~a4den Nam.e) BJrth D(!~ath · Birt,i De~_th. '8lr:tfl. .·De.ath 

and LQl(i~ 
Chhen 

C_ohen lsai 181'7 1ee2 06/02/1,862 

, Cohen Mane 18.68,· 1~S4 Q51-0~/1868 , 1'1./10.M:93-4. son df·J.acob 
, and Louise 

. "•Cqhen 

Crande~ Josep_h1; d. 7 Jufle , 
' age 45 1,eais, 6 

. 'hWJ1tl.i$ 

Dampf E-mest ' 1877 1.g$_Q· :05[24/1,877 05/0~/1950. 
-

Dampf' N!ax NQrds,eetten Plaqµ,emin_e, 1$6(> ·1'940 10125.11:6'66' 01/24/1940 
Germany LA . 

Oampf Ncmette Wo.o.dville:; Alex~ncl:r•~. 18:71 1943' :o6'i02/l6f 1 06/18/194.3: 
{Sehwartz) ,LA LA . 

. . 

Dampf F>erqye '1,888., 1962 04/10!1888 06/1~119$~ 
-!0.se~h 

Davidson Jaoob 
Adolphus 

1§6'4 19'Q8 02/Q.611&6:4 05/:2&/1'908 

Davidson Rosa 1876 1~P:8' 10/2411876 1210911~5~ 
(Sph:,t;(artz) 

. 

Dre,yf.us Nath~n 186.8 1.921 
. 

Fr:ank Mina New Yori< B:aypu ~ar,a, 186~ 18.~1 07/24./1 8,62 0,3.10,3/18;91 w.if ~eofGus 
Cty NY LA Brown .l ·• , 

G:old$teirt Ja.c.ob, 1'862 QS/14/1~~2 ~g~d 35,.y~§lfS 

3 



Stirna'tne first:N.arne Place of Plac.e of Year of Ye.arof Date, of D~te ~f R~latiortshi,p• 0 thei' (Mai~en ·Name} ~frt.h Death· Birth tle·attl B1rth Deat~J . ' . 
' . 

.. 

Gonslensl<y G.ust~ve Po$en ·woodvllle, 182:6 1,·oe 9e112,1§2s 
Germany ·MS ' 

$ocydman Abraha.m Bayqu Sata, 1as:1 189:t 
LA 

01i1'0/,1891 06/0.1/1891 . ' . SOil of MlJ;ia 
and''G.us· 
Brown 

G.Qslir\ksi Fr~rrce-s New Orl~a,ns, Baton Re1Jg,e,. 1.873 ·1$6.6 'Q4J,j6/187>3 1:2/17/1'96'.5. 
LA U\ 

Goslins)G Ben)amin N.ew arr~~s,, Greerwille.1) 18:57 19·22 10/11/1857 05/1'5l1~2i 
LA · MS, 

Goslin$l(l JijC.O,b 18.S7 l973' 

Gosliiiski L.oufs, New Orleans, Memphis, TN 1.~eo: 1'84.2 021~3'tH36Q Op/13'11.942 
LA ' 

G1,1genheim Loui:se Strasl:lu·rg. Woodville, 1834 1912· 021.1011'8.34 11709/191-2 wife·qf .:Ja.c9b . . . 
MS Cohen 

·Gu.n~t ApJjl 1.8.96 19·,14 09121[189'6.- ,07/141'19t4 , son,ofR. anq 
f::awr~hq~ M. L. G.unsf 

. 

•
1 Gt.inst 1:srael Ban.gQr, ME ~e.w 9rleafls,: 

LA 
1848 1,9_29 lJ4/19/1 ~4'8 10./1-7'/19.29; 

Gon~t Mart 1820 t 8_90_ 'Q7lb~11 A2'Q, ·0912211 a:so 
. 

' Gunst Ma~de: 1W.opdville, New 0,rl~ans; 1877 '1J169 0.6106/1:87.7 H l.13/1969 wife.ofJdfin 
M~. LA tasw~J1. 

Hait D'a*id 18,12 p~/QJ~/18;72 aged 3' months 
M~ye·r 

Hart !;Iii~ 18,,.... · 1926 11114/1aQp 05/9211926 wow 
; 

Hart ff~niy Kingst9n, Lake Charl~s; 
J~mafoa 

18S7 
-

1911 04103/r1837 11/20/191'1 

4 



. 

,surn~.me FU:stN·ame Place ·of Pl~(:eof \"ear of 'fear-of Da.t~ ~f .D'~t.e ef Relationship Qlher (M~d'fn, htanle) Birth De~Jh ~irtli Pe:aih . Slttil' 
. 

.Death 
; 

Hart Isaac. King,$tcin; Wq_pd\til l!:!, 
Jamafca MS, 

, 834' 1904 01/06/H}:34 11l2.3f1 904 

Hart .. Ju.lia Ki!\gSf<>n, New O~lea.ns., 1830 190:8 04/24l18JQ t2/14/1'9Q8 -Wife. of' EdWarf(i' aged re yea1:s, 
Jamaica tA • Jos.e~n 8 monttis1 2l'.J · 

. .. ch~ys, 
H~llriques EliZ~flaµr~ 1~s1r QS/2011-868· age:ct 21' yea~. 

, 8 tnenibs, 4: 
' · d~ys 
, Henriques P'resoaia Philadelphia, N:e~ c)rteans, 1868 1951 1 0/S·1 /t86'8, 05/QS./195.1 wi;fe q f Israel 

PA LA .qumit 
Joseph Anna. 18$8; 1859 07/11/1,$68: QSl(~-~85~ 
'(C'ahri), 

! -. 

Joseph Edwa.rd: 8 0rd'uri fs1e. 18'82 .Q5/'.1-!i)/18"1 8 Q:7/1411882 
Prussia 

J_c;,.s~ph Ha1:1nah Ne.wYork Wooaville, 1858 1~·5-~ 11/2:31185.8· Q6/22:/1 952 
(Gt.inst} Cify, NY MS 

Joseph lsa?c 1!362 1-9'2.0 10/t.1'lH!o2' 0'9107/192Q· 
Sfru;;lair . 

. -

Joseph Jacob 1866' 19_51 12/06/18{!6 10/27/1951 
Bun.st " 

,Jo-s·eph Perey 1:888' 0211·211asa ag~d 27 'y.e-ar-s~ . 

t IJ:IOOIP,, 2_2 
days 

Kais.er Amelia 1822 19.00 QS/1611,822 04l09[1·900 

Kal~~r- Car}ie. 1864 1 ~.(}!j 11/26/18f>4 ·01/20!~86'5 daughtf]r0.f' s. + • r + 

.and M. ~a'iser; 

Kaiser 1saac; -181t1 lB.99 05/tfi/1$14 07'/12/1,899 

- . 

5 



-

Surname F·ir~tName. _P-lace of .P.lace of Year .of Year of Oat~ of Date Qf Relaf it>nship Otn~r (Jl/hJide.n Name) Birth Death Birth D~aJh, Birth Pe~lh 

Karin_ ~ ape 184.3 Hi22 Qij/1 7/i 8.43 02/2 7 /.19,2,2. husb.anddf 
Julia-Ar:onstein 

Krain Raphael Bar)(ou Sara, '18.79 1$-- 04/2()/1879· 121,31J,1eoo· ,son of Jf:ls'eph 
LA ij.nd TQeresa 

K~in 
Leopold Nafharr 188'8. 1sn 1'2130/.1'8~1:! to119J~an ' 

Lese.Ua . Mary " 
,1daughler Of J, 

' - .s. ana Hester 
Levy $. 1~~~ 1351 03/Qtf/-1835 oa1~011,as1 

' 

Loeb Ainelia · Gerol\,>h~tm" W.ooqvme, 183.1 185$' JJ:3122./18$1 11 /~611°!:3"53 d-aughterQf. 
Rhein PfaJz MS Aar.ctrr and 

- R.~ony Loeb 
Loeb He.n:rl.etta 18~ 08ib.2118J5d_ wlf~!'-'.(;lf a!Wd 1'8, ye,ar:s 

$alomen; O.uJy 

Loeb Regir)"a. G.erolshefiT), $t; 1~~3: 1!:nO 01'/.16/1833, 0812211920 Wife 9f JacQb 
Rh~!IT\i. Pfalz i=ram:isville, .Schlesinger 
Bavaria .LA 
JSermahy .. 

.Lpwenste1n Ros.~ ~ir~e.imbola 1905 0711-4/1· 90fi' wf(e of Herm~n ~ged, 86 ·ye~r.s 
nde:n, 

' 
Lowenstein 

Germ.any 
,. 

Mann Heltie 1869 t944 08/-i 1/1'869 0$.IQ11*944. 

Mann M.~x 1:861 19,34 !J9IQ'3l.f867 ()'8t 1811 ~f34 ,. 

Martin Edgar Wo:o~viH~. Baton, ·Royge,, 181)0 '189_;3. oi.102r1eso QJ./10{1893 youngest son 
MS LA of Louis and 

Mathilda Cahri 

e 



'i ~ - - ~ \- = ""~;;:-,:---~ 

-
sumam.e Fitst Name eraeeqf Pla~e o.f Year of. ¥ear pf Oate of - D~te of ijelati9nsltip. · Other (Maide.n .Name) Birth lieath B,irth D~~lh· B.irth Death 

;, -
Marx Jeanettt Ed?,sl:ijem 1h 1,az1 '1855 ·06'/0211827 10i0~/18J.5 ere~{ed ~Y ~er the Palain~_ne bro,fher EdWqf~1 

~rx;, -
May~r ' ' Abraham Vennfngen Bayoy ·Sara, 1-~3 1.&90 0,6/0.5/1'-84:3 11/1-5/1i89ii3 ' ' Rnein Pfalz LA 

' ' M$yer- ' RC!sil'la, 1s~e- 1:Q/23/185& Wife ofG.t-iailes 
: Cyr~y 

aged 2t· years 

' ~eY,er · ·sa1~m1;m 
-

18'6~ 0612.~/1863 aged 40 y~ar~ ,K.u.tu:a, 
Poland ' 

Meyer.S, Edward 
Salmon 

1-891 18,~2 ·12/091188.1 10/3.:111'892 ,, 

Meyers e:rn·~ttne mark~t·.f~llefl 
a.fl~ buri-e,q. 

,Meyers Melanie · Wife -af 
S.alomon ' 
Me,er·· 

Meyers Sercfphfn.e 19~4 01 /2$/-1922. 

-
Moritz Jeanette 1a.1:a 1;a50 10/2·8/1~Q -Wife-of· lsai al}ed ~7 y,ea,:s 

Cohen, 

• 6~i1~11:a·1·~ 
'" Morritz Jadith 1816 1863 0,3/--2f3:l186·3,· w.iJe ot )~tP.b. 

Scliwartz 

MustrkoWiiz Moses 't(ola'Sll 
PoJ~md 

'tS-40 HFl'.8, 12/25/18l8 

-
N~wmao Leopold 18?1 0~/29l1871 . a~e<l 29 ~iea'rs 

. , 

Rlems 13-~lla 11}§5 01111.naos wife 9f Oharl~ ~g·e.d -2'S y~ars 
~ - Oury 

Rothl,child Edward 1886 1939 10/10/1886 02[14/-1:939· 

7 



Surname First Name Place of Ptace of Year of Year of Date of · Date of Rerationshlp 0th.er (Maidep Name) Birth Death Birth Death Birth D~ath 

Rothschild Martin N9rdslettet" 1859 1900 05/1811859 1.1/1511900 hysband and , Ma~ooic Germc!nY father E mblem 
Sandman Alexander 1851 1919 06/05/1851 08/29/1919 Henry 

Sandman Jacob 189A 1894 07/13/1894 12/08/ 1894 son -of AH. 
and T. 
Sandman 

Sandman Therese 1858 1938 0_3/27 /1858 O't/13/1938 (Gunst) 

Schlestnger Emma 1856 19:3~ 05/28/1856 04/1:9/1932 wife.:of·John L 
BrO\Vfl 

Schlesinger Euniee 1888 1889 11121/1888 02/10/1889 wife of Gus Louis 
'Brown 

Schlesinger Isaac Woodville, Greenville 1860 18!;11 11/21/1860 05/14/1891 
MS 

Schlesinger Jacob Stuttgartg, Ba_you Sara, 1832 18.99 12/13/1832 04/28/1899 husband of 
W ortembur, LA Regina Loeb 
Germany 

-Scbio_ss Lee Memphis, TN Woodville, 1863 1933 01/03(1863 09/26/1933 
Chartes MS 

Schwabz Fanny 1848 1863 03/14/1848 01121/1863 daughter of 
Jacob and 
Judith 
Schwarbz 

Schwartz Infant Natchez, Ms- 190- 09/0B/1900 son of 
Solomon and 
Rosina 
scnw~rtz I 

8 



Surname First Name Place 9f ,Pla.~e of :Year pf Year of Date of Date of Relat ionship ,Other (llllaide.11 Name) Birth O~ath Birth Death Birth Death 

Schwartz Jacob lngenheirn Woodville, 1815' 1894 04/06/1815 03/14/189:4 
Germany MS 

Schwartz Joseph 1865 1936 07/30/1936 

·sch,wartz. • Sarah 1e43 1859 09/1211849 08/02/1,859 daugh~er of 
Jacob 'and M. 
Schwartz 

Schwartz ~oph,ie 1845 1'92.'3 09/14/.1845 08/28/1823, ~lfe o.t Jacob 
Schwartz 

Sessler Louisa Philadelphia, 1847 1901 09/06/1847 1:2/26/1901 wife of Rabbi PA M. Sessler 
Stern· Clarertce ·woodville, 81aton Rouge, '1887 1903 08/03'/1.887 0?131/1903 

MS LA 

Stem May Bayou Sara, 1879 06117./1879 
LA 

·Strauss Aaron Neicter Woodville, 1841 1882 . 11/17/1882 
Roedeven MS 
B,LASAS 
Germany 

-
Teutsch Aron Venn·iog_en Bayou Sara, 1844 1880 12/191'1844 04/26/1880 

LA 

Wolf· Jette wif~ of:Ja_9ob de, 3 Sept __ , 
Wolf ag~ 3-

9 



Headstpne lt1$criptjpns 
from Cemeierie.s of Eninct Jewi:sh Camrnunitfe-$ 

in Mis~is:sf ppi & l-o~i$laoa 

'YazQo City,, IVlifsissJ.ppi 

Surname FirS:t.J{ame Phu1edf, Place.of Ye.• t o_f Year .of· Date of·. Date of Re la ti.on-ship dther 
.(Ma,<i~n ·~am.~) Birth Dealh Birth De;1th 8hth Death· 

' 
' 

Pipplebaum Bella 
(Sim1:m~.) 

,. 189:it 19$7 0.3/15/j 8~4 0GIQ:911.96:7 
.. 

Apple~~.um .Hcltry 1888:, 1972' t~/18/~88& 03')04-11-97.2 
-

Astfer Abrah~m f823 1~~1 05/1.5/1Bi3, OV/04lf891' 

:A~her Allaert aged &J y~ars 

As'1er ·Eu,genia 194-3' 1'0/~!l943 

AS.her Heory 
,, 

16-66 18.89· 0211,6'/18p8 04/01/1889 s:on of . 
Abraha.ni and 
Rosalia 'Asher 

.A'shsr Ros~lie aged 86 year:s 

~lund~II Adeline 1882 1937' 08/01/1882, Q.7/02119'37 
(Schaefer): 

'3Iun~e.ll ftank '1876 1.S39. -.'09/2:j/1816· D3/22i19$9 
_Hawttwme . 

, . 

Davidow Dona 189'8 1~.SO Q8f1~/1898. Q1/06lf9~0 

Davioow Marcus 1~62 192p :Q.8/'1~118~2 o~a1}1g2S 

1 



. 

·Surname ' ' Firs.t Name- Place of Plac'e.of Year. o.f Ye~r ~t P,a:te. of Dat'e._'of· Relationsfi ip ·Other -(~ ·a.iden Name), Birth bealti Pti:th Deat.h J3irth p;~ath 

O~yiqOW Rebecca " 1864 :1~26' 07/31/1864 02/07119-2.6 

ounjeW, S.elina 

. 

bu'liew Leon 

Edsall Hilda. 1879 1~.49 '· . 
(Schaefi:fr:) 

· ·Fi~her P~uHne 16.'.8.3 19:ao,: 0Z/11/1:88.3· .02/2511'.980 
(Wjse} 

. , 

Fre.r:ikel Emile. 18'4.9 1~97 

Goldstern Befa.mine 1889 1.964 01/011~ 88,'9 09/..1 6./1'964 

Goldsiein Esther 18~1' tsa.a 03/111~897 11/26/19~~ 

G~raqn George 1-908 · t965 
. ' 

'Han·neberg H~rr.y · 1-a1s 193_3 

Hanrieberg Israel 1a4a 'f906 , Q5/18/1•Q48 11/11;/19.06· 

liannebe:rg T~ere5p 1a43 1916 

Hanneber9, Zola 1882 1~4.8 Q~/-15/j 882 11/08/1948-, 
' 

Harba_ugb ' Natalie 1944 0712~119.44 

2 

.- - ---- - ·-



' ·Siim_ame First Name, fJ~ce of ' ,Plat:.e of' · Year of Year9f· D.ateof Qa!eof RelaJiqns~ig ·Other (Majden Nam,) . Bfrt., Death BJdb Death Birth D_e:atfi 

Hfrsch Myer 
' . 

1846 1;904· ·11 t681184Q 0212oh9o4 
+ , , , , , •• 

.. 
H11:scb Ro$.e 1851 1922 Q:V22./18·51' Qi2li$i1922 

H1rscl\. WtiUfim 1&78 194.5 Oel10/t8.78, @2/(lS/1940 , 
' ' 

Levine ' L-azan 189~ f958 

Ll.pde ~ill 190(); 11)Q9/1'~00 age,<;J, 24years 

Linde l .. oufs 1~§.9 19.41 D5J2-2L18&,9 .051221'1-9.:41 
... I 

'. 

\,Jri .. ken, L. 1838 1"'892 121.24./1 ~3~ 0.8/04/1'8"'9.2 

Pttman. .Ella 18 .. 80'. 1906 ·0'6/09/1\88'.0 04/13/1906 wif~·9'fW, 
Jffirsch 

.. 

Littmann Minnia 1ai1 1$.c9& 0~115/2001, .. l2/0-9/1 afJa 
·'. 

Marx Clar~ 1aen 19:41 

01;,trov Ullian :18~6 1969 06t2811'8'8'6' o:in.a.r1,9s9 

Ostrov Nanthan 1884 1951 11'/ii.8118$4'' 01/2.1/1951 

.. 
Pinkus· ~~len 1838 19'15 0,8127·/1.838 08127/1-91:5 wife of Samu~! 

Pinkus 

'Pihkus Jacob 1870 1~34 

3 



-
:surname· flrstN~e Plac,: of .PJac.eo.f Yea-rof Year of bate of Date uf RJ.tla1u>·nsh ip Other (Majden Name), Birth, P,atb Birth Death Birth De~th 

Schaefer gmile 1'll39 1~18 02/2411:839 02/,27/1$a1 Q 

-: Scnaefer Hannah 1897 08L10l1 8:97 · aged 811 years I 
- , + -.•,,. 

I 

, S.cllaefet Helen Mae 190~· 1977 0'4J06fl~Q5 07112:f19J7 si,st.er qf Wmll.e ' - . 
Tra9y Schaefer 

Sct)aefer.· ,. Julia May 
' . 185S3 1908 0872itl:1853 02~4/1'9'08 

-
Sep~~fer ~arx, tij78 1948. 0212a/1 ate- 9112:~11,g~s 

-

$eoaefer Ray 1S:7~ ·t9:53 , ,06127/1878 08(2~lf95.3 

Scha~fer Wmlle 1.~06 1975 OJ>lQ1lHJOS o2j.o'lm S:75 ~re.ther 9.f 
Tracy (Bl!d,) Helen Mae . . .. , , . 

S.chieler 'I 
' . 

S~gal Max 1876 1.91S. 0H07{1876 0'1/2,511925. 

Sklan estrier: 
(OstrQv) 

1908 :04/1 fr/1'9'08 · 

~l<l"n wnuam • t90Q. 1974 08/10/1900 · 07124/1:!1,74 

SLimmerlield. Fanhy 1864 19.38 0111·'8/1864 
-

.QS.-!.20/1938 

Surm:nerfj~ld Harry 1'.886 19:f9 04/l2/18136 04/~0/19,19 

· Summertield Natalie 18~Q 
-

18~9 Q4/03'm•89(l t2/1.A/18'!:l5 daughter-of M. 
an<;f e. 
Sum_mertietd 

Summerfield S.ahly 1864 1'9·38' 01/181·1864'. 09/2Q/193.8 
--

4. 



,Surname i=,ir.st N, me .pra~a of e1ace of Yearc of -Y~ar·qf bate qi [)ate Of Relationshi'p. '0 th~; (Mf.iiden Nat:f!~) Qi;tb De.ath Bidh - Death li rth .Death . 1 . 

Wise EJJJJenia ~856.; 1869 ,08/05/1~'55 .. Oi!/04/1889 Wif~ Qf Henna.fl 
WJs~ 

·Wi$e Wehry Cl~y 18.13-1 t864 09.10711 as1 ·04128/1 ~fM ~oo Mt~i:r'is .. 
a'i-1f1 Julia Wi~~ 

Wis.~ l:ie(mani, 
' i18~5. ·19.05_ Q7!l25.l4 8.ij5 11m9ng0.s 

. - , . 

Wise. Hermar,' 1848 1926 02/1 Q(f8"4.8: 05t1Ql1~26 

' 
1·9&p ' ' Wise Ida 1,881 {)8/0tW1'e.8:1 0'3./25/1'955 

(Cohn} 
.. 

Wise .Jacql}. 1:aa,9: 1;969. 1 0ld9i18.89 10/17119~9 
Samu.el 

Wfse .J_osephine 1888' 1'1/10/1'88'8: daughlerb f 'hem Noye'tnber 
L<:>.!,.i[s and Ji.Ilia 

··Wise 
1, _. _ 

Wise , Julia 1'.85~ ·1g4~• o_a1os11 es.a f~/12/1 943 

Wise Louis 18'4·3 1:ae.$ 12/11Jt843 08l04l189.9 

Wise LotJise 1,88i\' 1887 01/15/1'887 09/0.77.1~87 .c.l'a1,1g'Jlter of L. 
' and J. ·Wise 

"'tis~ ,'{lfiiliam '~896 1-9.64 02/17'71'8'96 0.5/~4{1'964 

Wole'r$t~i(t' Jofin; 18~0· 01:fQ1/1.89Q aged 50 years 

Woteriste;n Mi11ni~. f910 04/1711910 ·wife of J0hn i11Qe(j 79 r~l'.$ 
·W~fer:s(ein 

,5 
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Monticello; MS 

Jewish gr.ayes SUITOUl'.ldes by non,.:Je;vyi$.h'grave$' 

. ~t~3k:·_,~: 

,, 

~ . 4 ~ 

,'. ~ ' . . ·~· :; <. :: ! ... .. ':: • 

;.. .. '"~ 



,, 
I 

Dove decorations, 
Clinton. LA · 

t.amb, 
O_syka,. MS 

:Mas0pr0 sy,mbQl 
oi:i monpmepl 



Fiow~rs, . . 

<0lirifol} LA 
• - + •• · ) ... • -

Sleeping Cli~q1b 
Oon:afi:ison:ville_,, LA 

Fl'9.w~rs­
Osy~ MS 



:Leyiti¢al hands 
o~ika, MS 

Um 
0. -finten LA 

' 

Urn 
W(J.ctdville, MS· 

.. 



Star ofDayid. . . 

Laur.et MS, 



Fraterna[ organization 
,symbols 
a1so see page 2 of 
Appendi?C ill 

Opelousas; LA. 
Eastern Star 

~ ,<.. ··" 

F.~ 
~ .,. ... 
,, . ... 

Plaquemine~ L_A 
Masons 

.: ·~· , ,, ~ ,... 
= • . -

Woodvil.1e, MS 
Masons 



I)i"ler.si~y ef 
rt)0!11Jmer:iJ 
·§tyles in one 
:sem.etery 

' .J;lr.ookhaven, 
MS· 

Canton, M& 



.div:etshr of m.onurrtertt 
-~tyl~s-in ·cme ceir.i:etecy 

,Clinton LA - .. - ... 

Rott Gibson~ MS 



Laurel, M'S 

Olde$t 
:(}raves 

flat head-.-. . 

stenes 
mem.oria:i 
park' stY,le 



Laurel, MS 

ff~t h~~d­
~stones 
me ·· .. · · ..•. rnonal 
park style 

:.?:---~··-~'-·· . -: - =-:~:1'¥;i. 
: _... - _, ,.•-"~ " .. - • • • > - • ·: 

- + ,;,:.~. + ·-· _ ... ~~ .. ,:_ .:--•·,: ~-... -

. . 

~~-:~i~:1±t~~-· ··•· 
•-l \•?~---:z~.,~~7,..r . ,._ . 
~,- ' ..:. ·-:-= c.. ~-=-~ -:: 
~~· .. 



Franklin, LA 
Close proximity of non,..Jewish graves 

·non-Jewish 
. graves 

... 

JC}wish graves __ ..,. 

non-Jc\,iSll 
gr,l\'.CS 

► 



.. ·n rorm~r: Ccmgtegat10 

Sh~e Ze~~k I building . hr:e·gat1ona CQOo• · 



Osyka., MS 

Marble 

Versus 

Granite 



~ .\ .,, 

t~ . 

. ... 

~_'-' . . . ; '-'"-~ 

>J,._ · .. : •, :~t~_ ... ,·,:_·~~-~~ .. ~ · · ~ ; "!, ;:_\ .. ~ 
. ~, .. ·-· 

. ' - . -:7, 

' ~ ~~~{:~~.!, . -' , f %t,~1~~~~;:~ 

W.oodviJle, MS: 
Sinkin~ :wohnd 



f.ra.aklin. LA 

Gfrass ·growr11g 
over h.eads.tQne1 

Franklin LA 
. ·' 

·B:r.Q'k-e~ 
-h~adstdnes, 



tree growing in the 
middle of the wall 

Opelousas, LA 

Broken· headsto.nes 

Donaldsonville, LA 

Damage repaired 



Appendix- IV 
Sample deeds and documents' 



~pr;il 14,, 1&6.0 Gazette·& .. Sentiliel 
adv~ftiS~n:\~nt ·· · · 

Notice 
_ , . , ~e publit is inv.ite~ to ~tt,eiid. a Ceremoni~ to be given by th~ 
Israelites: on Sa,turd~y Apru, 21. i\.t that time a ·prosession in :front of 
Leopold Kahn.. on Main St anti proceed, tQ the Synagogue. · · · 

Match 11,~·1317 tbervUJ.e·S~u.(Ji: 

Presbyterlan· Cbnrth 
. Rev. Dr. ])al.7id Stem will deliver a loo~e tomorrow ('Sunday 

e:vetung) ·~ the Pre·si,y.tetian church at 3 o'clock. Subject; ,.i Has,Jlld,aism ruiy 
nght tp ·ex.tst~~c:e inmode:z-n_Qiviljz9tion." L. Mejer, 1~;ev. Mt .. Sheppetd~o,n, 
Mr. J. Mc:Wilhams, Mr. D. Levy and Mr. E~st Gourrier,, are the C.Qiimnttee, 
t>f arrangement. ·· 

H16.0 l0'26·2010114i 112'&: 1332 
Feb!l)a1y,9~ 181.s Iberville Soolh:. · 

. _ J.e'Wi$h. Temple 
·Our friends of the Je\vish.fc}.ith,. appreciating the necessity.for su:ch,an 

organmttion~ have or~uized-~ Con_gregation,lmown ~s ~'Ohav:a, Sholom', 
Congregation of Plaquemine, La. The officers elect are L. Meyer,E.sq., 
President; A, Kowalski, Treasutet;-.br, M .. J, Le}wl_an, Secretary:,.A 
Kowalski and Sylvan Levy~ Wardens.of the ''Jewish Rest." 

the ultimate, object 0f the Cengre,gation isto establish a Synag9gul; m 
OULmtdst. ln the ·meanwhile the 01g,anization of a ,cSabbath S.chool'" and :the 
embellishment.of llieir' Ce,metery.:J.s .,their present intention, 

The re,ident JS',£ae.lites~ and ·those in tb.e vicinit)! of Plaquemine, are. 
invite_d to attend. an important meeting, Sun'day ·ai 4-P: M. at the re~idence 0f 
L.:M-eyer; Esq. 

1060 i026 1141 li2& 1178 
+ ~ • ~ 

Ma'rch:2 1873 lbewiile South: 
, . . 

1

We take·pleaSUJe .. in chrontcling·the· 0rganization of the.''Mt Sinai 
s,abbatn·Schooi." An :assoo:iation attached to the newly org(flllZed Jewish 
C'()Ilgtegation ,of this town. _ . . . . . . 

· T.he:Mt. Sinai Sabbath Schop},'~ c9ns1stu1g .~f ~I the..'J~raelitish. 
c-hildren in this community, is controlled 1:>y the folk>wmg officer: Mr. L. 
Meye(, ·Ex .. offficio supe.ri)iten..deht; Dr. M. J. Lebman and.Moise Levy, 



Essq.; Sup<:rintende.nt; Miss Sallie' Kowafsld, Assistant; MtiSt~ Mail or 
~abn, Pres1de~t~ and Mi~_s )ulia Kowalski~ Secretary· and treasurer. 

. .. W~·see·m the future, ·and not distantly ,.the establishment ofa ('House 
of Worship;"' and all ·of trus m11 erihanee,. our town. · · · 

1060'2010 
:June 8, 18~§..lbervilt~ $on.th.: ·· · · 

?~:r·fne~ds oJ the Jewish Faith dedicated the.irnew Synagogue qn 
Thursd-ay of tbis-w~k. 

-----.r,;....__..., ___ ~---

J !llle M, 1818 lberville South: 
'1060 

June. 9 J 878, 
... - : , • •. + 

Edifor Jewi$)) South 

. . ·Our Co]lgregation having ieased· a beautiful .little residence, formerly a 
htw office,, lurttished it. with elegant:pews, altar,. and s:anc~: Thursday the, 
~'Eve· of Pentecqst,du,ly opened-their -service. The .Pr9gram embrat~. the usual 
Liturty and (~Ch9ir _,., 
ETC .. 

----- + , •• ----------

Stpfe..o'iber .Z8, I 81·8 Ibervill~ Soilt.b: 
1060' 101.9 

:th~ able,young Jewisb•lawyer. Mr. ]l T. Fiotance ofNew.'Otleans, 
representing. the-. Tot1-ro· ln:firmary and the. Hebrew Benevolent As:sociatfon 
was· in t¢>wu a. clay or. two ,since. He,carne at .ilie,,instanije of the Ms:ociatlon 
that lte represents, wftb: instructions to-relieve fue .distressed JeWish tesidtntJ 
of Plaquemine .. With ~y thanks.the 1,sraelitts declined the offer, as they 
are ·m n_o nee~_ ~ougli,having had a tn.unbeF of their cre.ed dQwn with 'the 
· prevalent disease. 
-·--- . - .---- .. ' ' ' . _.., . . 
dctQt,er 12t 1878 lbemUe .South: 

Boward NDBes 
This week witnes:s.ed the departure of the male nmse.s .sent u1r by the 

:ifow:ard Ass.ociatiGn. These young men were. assiduous. ,and untiring in the 
discharge of their duties, and went fro,m a convalescent to a-new c;as,e as fa:si 
as they G.Quld be called, ypon. Even.in their•houts Qfrest, they; w~re always 
ready to respond t~ e$ calls in C8$e.s of emergency: We regret tli({ir 
de,patiure before tli~ te.n:iiination of th~ epidemic. and sineer~ly ~<Uik tb:e: 
Howard Association of New Qfleans f9r tlieit val'Wible serv1ces-._ They, n~t as 
the came fqt·they leave behind one oftheil:·number in om--silentlittle Jewish. 
ceinetecy to mark the fieid of.their labt>rs Y.oor William S'abhnan. Would 



th~t b~ too_ had been spared to take: leave of the people he bad come serve with his faithful c.ompanions. · 

1060 ·SeptembeF I~, 1879 .Ibc!\fille South: 

To Th~ Public 
We respectfully notify the public that the "Monument" erected to the. memory of William Sahiman will be de.dicated ~unday evening, September 21 s.t, 1879 at balf,past three o,clock at ''Jewish cemetery_,, The· residents of Plaqu~mine are c.ordially, invited t be present at the occasion. 

Program 
Remarks: Hon. C.O. Lace, Ptesident of Howard Association: Oration: Hon. Geo. Wailes: Religfous Services according to the rites of the ~'Jewish ,Church." · · 
Dr. R. A Keamy1James L. Barker, A. Kowalski, J. H. Shanks, Wm. L. Roche,. Dr. M J. Leh.man, Committee of arrangements. 

lOoO 
December 19?, 1885 Iberville SouQt: 

Mr. Charles Cropper is having a handsome one story frame building erected on Plaquemine street, near ~e Synagogue_ It will be an exeellent business stand Mr. LaneF. HoQper is the contractor and builder. 

1060 
J8Illµl1)i 29, 1887 lberville South: 
I notice ·the Jews were very active at this tim:e m"PlatJoemine.. 

1060 1141 
October 5, 1889 Iberville South: 
Owing to the fact that the hall on Plaquemine· St., owned by Leon Meyer~ and for mm1y years occupied as a lodge room by Plaquemine Lodge No. SJ~ I. O. O. F., had been vacated by that organization,_the Congre~tion Ohave Sholom have rented it fo.r a Synagogue" and henceforth used for that purpose. CHECK if this is the fir&t Synagogue 
------. 

1060 1026 1188 2010 
The new tower of the Jewish Synago_gue has been completed and credit for the skill of P. 
W. Briggs. 
-- ---. 
September U, 1891 lberyille South: 

1060 .1011 2010 



Th~l~die.s o~ the Hebrew ~o.ngr~gation of th:tS,>·plaoo·will give a g:f.@d, bafl ·on 
the-30th Qf October, fo,r. fbe purpose (jf rais.i_ng funds to erect an iron feno.e 
around, ~ir grave yard It is a laudab1e"mo~ and should meet with public 
favor, 

:F.ebruary 4, 190~ Jbetvi:lle .Sautlt -----
Their ts a mov.enient on foot to build a S)magogue bytbe Jewish 

Congreg~tion he.re-. Th~e w.iil he a fund raiser in the near future. · 

Maron 12., 19.UHberv.ille South, 
i.06O 

Last SWl.day in the Jewi:sh cemetery,, in the :presence of a nuttjber of 
r_elati.ves ~d frientlsc, a mon\litlent matkmg the gcave·ofteon Schartt: whQ 
tlied ·ohe year- a,g9 was unveiled .. R~bf!i Rothst~ln of Alexandti:a .. officiating. 
Dr. F. Ii. Scharff pf Chica:gQ and AttoP1ey Mos¢s Scharff Qf New. Orleans, 
sans: of the decea,sefl we.re· pre.sent. 

1t is.:no .. .doubt in_·my mind tJie ·most snccessfuJ business D$n iil_Plaquemi:ne. 
was Leon Scharlf He ·owned most ofMam_·stre.et. He owned many·bu~ines.s 
and real estate. His olrildfenft}oved ~w~y ftQmP.laquemine. Ik:n.ew of one 
w.a:s a dentist.. · 

The following was in the. newspaper wneii lie died. 

Sudden Death. Qf Leon Scharff 
The .suddeti and unexpected death 9.fLe.oa Schadt.at is, home .on 

Railroad Ave. April '4, 1909 sefiJ a <;listinct s.hQck over this .entire community 
whete Mr. Scha:tff'h~ t¢.'$ided and achieved.much suecess .. 0as am_an of 
affirirs. 

Mr .. Scharff was a distinc.t character 'm thi~ oqtiuntinity·. ·w.li~l,leve.r. ~Y 
questi6n arose~ public or private1 he wo'1ld ~Ways. found champfomng the 
.cause Qf his friends., always true~ always foyal._ .. 

Bnm. in Landau,Jlheinfaftz~ Germany, ,fifty eigJit years and a half ago1 
. Mr. $char.ff eante this u.ountry when he was 18 years old. -For five:years he 
went fr.om place to pfac.e r~ma.ining in Pittsbµrgq, quite ~-while whJre he· 
found emplyment 1n..a Jlas$ .factory. 

The11.he came to Plaquemine. Tbi:s:was·35 years ~go. . . . 
Hete·he·-m.arried Mis'S-..M~lanie 1-,e;vy:. ·a-sister of Henry Levy and Dr .. s. 

c, Levy, andwho survives.him, roge~etw.itb:- tbeirthree .~1ns ~done . . 
datJ,ghte.t, namely:. Doctor E~ 'S. Scharft, D~tor and F. H. Scharff, Attorney 



M, C. Scharff and Mrs. Philip. Etyinge of Baltimore. While in New Orleans, on her way to visit her parents, Mrs. Etyinge was when the sad news of the sudden death of father from acute mdigestion was announce. The funeral serviQeS were held.at the residence Monday afternoon -at 4 o'clock, the burial taking place in the Jewish cemetery. 

If you notice thatthe Jewish cemetery was in existence in '1878, so it was establish prior to th.atdate. 
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Nl1l'ES OF THE MEETim OF lUKUR CHOLD4 CONGRIDATION 

Donaldsonvdille, Lou1stam1 Nov. lt1 l .9,S4 

. P\:lrsuant to a no•t-ice by mail, the Bik:ur Cholim Congrcga t1on m~t t _his day in tb.e Synagogue at Donaldsonv1ll,.e ,at lO a .m. Prestde~t Sam Klotz, prtsidingo - -

. The ~.reside_nt a.s~ed Mr • . Leo Blo~h to lead the group in pray&r. M~. Klotz thon Bta«t~d that. the purpose ot the meeting was to decide on the ~isposition of the- Syua.gQgue I pointing out tha,t the b~l,l~;ing was •nc;, lO'nger use.d and gradually falling 1n a state or disrepair, 

After sQ:rne discussion it was moved by Mr. Bloch, seconded by Mr-. David Bloch. that the building be sold. The restilt1ng vote was 18 yeas and 1 nay with 'Mr. Klotz voting ·a p_ro:xics. · 

. The pre-sident th.en .appo.1nted Mr. L.eo Bloch a-ct'illg secre-tary. M;r. Klotz explained that he contacted several persons with a view o~ buying the prope~ty and ha~ received a bid from Dr.s. lake and Schexnayder for ·$8,000. MJt,. Klotz. also advfsed tbe grout> that he had competent appraisers appraise the property and that ~,ooo was ~.he figure atrived at. 

Mr,. Walter Le.lll.8:nn Jr. , Jll.OVed . that, a .c.,,ommittee be. a,ppointed to sell the building tor t.:he 'be·s:t J>OSSibl-c sum obtainah.le aD,d in tht\ best interest~ of the Congregation. Tho motion was ~ec~nded by !Mr. WaJ.,te-r Kahn .an.Ji aa·rried by voice vote. The! c:bair then appointed hilnsel!, Mr. Dave '"Bloch and Mr . Herbert KMm. 
Mr. Dave Bloch then moved that a baard ot trustees be appointed so a Per:petFal Oare Trust Fund and that the prooeeds re'ceived tram the• sale of_ the property be dedicated to the ca:ro a-nd upkeep o~ the Jewish Cemetery 111 Donaldsonville. On unanimous vote of those .pre~ent th'e fqllpwing T~U•$:t.~es o:t tho PEEP'$'il':Q'Al., Ct.RE AND 'l'RfUiT FOND OF THE BIKUR CHOLild CONGREOATION were elected with their tenos 9t oft1c~ dosigpated. 

Sam Klotz 5 years Leo Blooh 4 years Walte·r Ka,hn 3 yea.rs _ Da:ve Bloch 2 ye,ars Mrs. Barbara Cohen l y-ear. 
The Bbard. was oonst1tut.e-d with -tull powers t ·o act- 1n its o!~icial c~pacity and co~duct its busmess al ong lines ot similar bodie.s • to enact by la,wa.; to depo$it a,-p.d i11vest mo}l_ies and to pay such Cemetery upkoe-p as agreed hy said Board. 
There being no further busilless to come before t _he 

tbe meeting was duly adjourned on proper motion. group, 

~nutea approved and read Acting Secretary 



CHEVRA 
BICVR CHOLEM 

The Society to HeLp 
The. Sic'k a n<f Need)' 

~ 

~lSTOR~ .OF CHEVRA, BlC\J~ CHOLEM 
In 1S61 -a young Jewish oo,y die$1 at -Holmes­ville, Mississippi, and his body wa'$ bToug-ht: to Btookhav·en. There w-as at that time n.9 Je~ish burial vound in Broi>'lchaven, so four irublic­l'pi'rited Jewish dti:r.ens, .A~Tam Kersky, A. M:. Marks, a Mr. Pinc)ls and a mr. Lub\nsk1 orgm­i:r.ed what is today the ''GHEVRA BICU'Et GHOLEM;" purchased .a 1,:leqe, of' la11d &n.9 had 

the bQ.Y burie:d-
To this plot of Jani! w.a.s added a piece co.n­tributed bye Mr. Geox,ge Bowsky, -and )at,er a pie.tjl 

was -dedic:,ated bY: -the Cit¥ of Br~okhaven. 
O.u.e to the efforts ot the 11.bove named per· sons and othen ihe Jewi'sb Cem¢.tnY at Br6oft­haven today i~ a, beauti~u\ ~nd s_pacious bu1ial 

ground. 
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App·eud·ix V 
R~~to~'"f! Clai;_~orn-e's Jewish ·cem~ter,y 

by Addie Lewis, 'MSJE·Summer Intern 

'We lo.oked at each other ca·ut· · 1 · , · · · , · · 
County; Alabama: After d j . iou~ y_a$hWe ,boun.-.ce.d down ,a di.rt. road in ·rur:a.1 Monroe 

h . · . · r wng. m_or~ t · an five hqt1-rs .from Jackso.n, .we were not sure 
w atw~ wo.uld find . Museum_ h1stor1an Mark Gre·en''b·e· .. g· Ja .. cit-... s· c· d' ct Jo th ·c ·h · ·b . · • · ", . ...w. -amp ,ire or 
. · n~ .•: an o e~, _Rab i_valerie . .Cohent a.n~ I.were en a· si.outing mi§sion to see the 
Jewi

s
h e!n,,ete~, m Claiborne. \/JJe fYad ,lie'aro that it was rustic and in ,desperate .need'. 

0f atte.:ntis.~, bat ~e ha~. not exp.ect~ !~:~o be,ql:lite·this• r.ural. H.ow could we bdng. 
eighty _two Henry S,_Jaq>b~-Cary,p Ta.lt-nrd1m cam.pers and sixteen staff to. this place· 
for the.,r annu~tl summer m1tzvah ·P.roj:ett · 

A f~\& fi'.1i'~ ut~s late~ w.~. w~re. a mazed by· ":',hat w~ saw, b~wn Crooks, ,cern~te!Y 
~t:.eser.v~t1on,st. ?f the. _Monroe County Heritage Mo-se.um,, le.d u·s dow.h a path 
se~~rabn~. _corhfi~ld$ fr9m ce.nse woods. ShEl aske~ !JS·. to fie.Ip her loo~-through the 
trees for- g~1mpses: of,_~he hea'cfStQnes, Finally, we·~pdttf?d on~. We carefully w·alked 
thl"?,l.\9h thick :brush into the-woods and eheoun'teted,_a few .st.anding .rnarbre 
g-rave~~ne:s· -c1 r:id ma:ny ,part:faJli Qijried .stone flfagments •. Ap·parently,, cows .had 
wand.ered -through t,h'e area anq knocked the stones over. It was the saddest most 
de.Se late graveyard aoy of us ~~d ·ever seE1n, .Intrigued by the story of Claibo~e's. 
Jewi.sh ,communi'ty,. we il'lstanttv comrnit:t'ed• ou.rsel,v~s -to preservihg and aocumenting 
the commun·ify's remaTr)S, · · 

'Claiborne w.as· Qnc;e a b'us~Jing cotton tow:n along the Ala}tarna River. ·.At its,·pea'k the 
town, had ~everal J~fi.ish families.:, most oOvho:m emigrated frorn Bavari.~. Claiborne· 
Jews opened, stores, built homes.,; a'Md ·es.tabl.ished a cernetery. oh the outski.rts of 
downtown. His~orfcal re~orq$. meiition. rnem'ber,s of the, community serving as r,apbis, 
-a.ml hazans. By i.912 there wa.s not a sJngle Jew left in Claibo'tne. 

The town narrowly missed being named Aiabarna•s tapit:af bt1t lest to· tu.scaloosa by 
one vote In the;state legisl.atur:e;. This marked the beg)hilil!gs of Claiq6m~·s d_ecli11e, a 
pattern exacerbated. bY•,Periodic yenow fever outbreaks and being, bypas~~d by-the . 
railroad. By·l873,Clalbor'ne ,had all but died out. 'T'oday it ·;s a ghost town. The former 
downtown area. is ·now. eithe'r far:mTarrd oi' woods; I knew ttlat Claibor-ne\s dramatic 
story would serve as a powerful backdtop,Jttr the Museum's;and"camp'sjoint v:enture 
tQ. r:estore the· cemetery. 

I flea·lized that the Tatmidim1s last,ing legacy in the cemete·'¥ would ·be tt'te, 
documentation th~¥ pr~au~ed, so_~ needed to tea~h them how to record the st?nes 
,care.fully an<;l profe.~_sionany~ I cont~cted ·Anne Gerache,,:,BettY, England, ~n~ Juhus 
Herscovit:i ln Vicksburg aI>out or~anizing a 0t r:aini·n_g day" for t.he campers 1n . , . 
Vicksburg's beautiful ~tcd· historic Anshe .Chesed eemet~ry. I ~ad tW.o goals for the 
t~arnfog. First, to teach the, C?mpers how ,to mak~ grave nibbJA9S and create , 
accu.rate maps of the .sitet an:d seco.nd to exp,ose·t hem tp ·.! w.ell prei;erved cemetery. 
De.spite, a treat ihd¢i well above. 100 degrees, we ac;comphshed both ,goals. 

rwo days later we lo:ad the .!?uses, drove to C_laibo~ne; and: walk;d through the , . 
~ .·fttti.eld to the ceme.~e~; r coulcl ~eu ·oy lookrn~ att tie camper.s faces, that they were 

coh. k d b·y_· wh""'t they saw. Alix D'Angelo exclauned,. ,rHu~e:trees and Qranch~ are s oc e ... . . . _ . . , . lit•,, 
blocking all of the gr(!!vei;tones fr:om s19 • · 



W,~:-spent_ t h·e .fir.st hour amt a half clearing ~way dead branches~ vfnes.,. and: gld 
~arbed::'ire:, ~II of a ~udd_el'.l, the: place r~st;lmbled ,a gral,f~yard again l'r'.lste~d of the( 
_deep woo:d.s. For th_e. ":~ tw~ days we ·raked aw.a'(•the r~rnai·ning ground •(;overs, built 
a fence ar-oo~d tbe penm~tert0 keep the cows out, a:r;id dug up and washeo alLof the 
st~~es. Weals~ docu_~en~~d th~-c~metery bV dq~ng ~ha~coal rubbtngs ·of each.grave, 
wr_,ting_ .d,Qwn every bit o.f ,mformat,on etc.hed-.on ea:ch grave$ton4;!, measunng. and 
s:ketct)ing .e~·ch grave.,. photo.graphing the stones! and making map qf.:th!3 area. 

1· canrto~ express-ho~ diligenl;l,y the campers ·worked on t):lis. project. Their maturity 
and respect for the.Job awed m~-. A few. times during the afternoon th'e--s:ta'ff. ana 1 
~nsi~ett that everyo:ne $bW fpr ?i water br..eak;, tut.just as we m_anaged to 9et 
·everyone seated m the· shade w,it·M·-tb.efrwater bot'tle~--and gr.~ola 1:>ars,.-a few 
campers beg,an wali'lderf ng ba~k to their j_obs.. I did not have to ask -a11yQne to go_ 
back to 'their tasks-. They were ,so ;exc:it.~d lhey couldn't wait to get started ·clgain_; 

Our w0r.k utterly transformed the-cemete·ry, A few ·scattered Ql'.ijv~stones in_ the 
wood_s ~nad ,becom.e ?! ,charming Jewish ae'metety in a ~h~ded depring. Whe-re we_ 
or:ice,saw ju_st a.·~w stones, we could now':see ,tlilrty~three heaqstor:ies and Rearly as 
rnaAy ,fqo(sh:m~s. As we were packing up ·ccm\per ·l"lurlter Glass··re.rnarked: "When we 
g.ot ':her¢' i~ was covered w,ith weeds.'. Eyerythlng was covered. ¥ou couldn't read ·any, 
or the stones. Now that we are·oone It looks like .a real cemetery. I feel goo(;! that we 
n:elp~d t,hese people and their famille,s. I nppe they come v.islt the gr:aMes now}' 

Jonathan. and Valerle i.Coh·e-n; GantorJessical Ros~ind1 and Mar~ Gree11ber:g jotned us 
'F~t the .c:Qnclus-ion of. the trip, -We -congregated in the cemetery to honor the 
mernories,ofClaiborne's Jewish crronimurHty by.reading psalms ana redti'ng ~addish. 
The s.erv-it~ touched all of us and h.elped ·us frame our .hard Work i.n a Jewish context . 
. camper Shira·Glaze.r late:r·reflec;ted that restoring_ the cemetery and r.ememberir:rg 
,ourc.-arr.tes-tors i,s a v.er{htlportant :Principle in Jud.ai$rtl. She r.elt that the :Wort she did 
in Cla'ib.orne was a wonde.r'ful mit=zvah,, 

In every as·peq, restoration o.f ClaJ.bome's Jewis.h cemet~,y ~as a huge s.uccess. lt 
·prov.ided us'· witfl an .ex:teUent :oppon:1:1n_ity•_to do~ument h1st0,ry rqr th:~ ~useum ~Ad 
allowed ·us to :preserve tile memory ,of ClatborQe.s _J_ews. I know that ,~II the can:ipers 
appreciated the learnin~ e~_pertence .. C.amper :S_opt,,e ~a~ ~p_ressed ,t ve.ry, _well 
when she told me that it was.. "iflterestmg to, learn about Cla1bqme and be _ther-e . 
workJng at the ,sifme time. I feel goo:(l:that, we· h'elped l<e~p the memory of the !ew-s 
.in this- part of Alabama alhte.') 
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.. . a··· · ''Testament Temples and synasoguesi . . .· .• , . . .. l . 

Br:onstQn, . _ _am, .. : . ; : , • .. . : ·ver to:wns bear witn~ss lo a oo,c~tfui~g,'· .. o,og , 
:az-avey~ds'. m.~1ss1pp1 _Ri ' :".; . : al S~uth'' Ti11fes-Pi¢0y1me,· New Qrlea11!, LA 
dwindling J~wi§h cultiJ~e in r~ ~t cemeteries reflect Jewish experience 111 

Btown, Twothy_. (A/1911?9.S) ·'!~~- ~ ~P ~u~ Lot1isiw1'(1Quly 19, 1998) .. 
. Somh" Su11day·Advocdl~ 1:.1't11Vn " ' ! .. 

I 
I 

I~ 



Chalew, Gail Naron, "JeWisb ·history. u .· . . ... ·u·•'"'-"- .. . . : , .... , 
b nd: . d . . . . .. ~ PGOvere · .~tes, u.fPi:ayer YGuth Gto.u,11 clean up ~n 

. ~ .a_ ene JeW1sh cer,neter,y m·Os:yki' Jewish New. · NJ ·o 1 ,, . . , 
Cohen, ~~;w "11 's the end mf an er~· for )~w~ of the. So~~h .• ·~;Qd:t:f ;o b~ cl~nated to 

be~, ArI~.t:~ '~P,ee't.l.h~i~e~'. ."-~ixi:e_biaspora" .P.r~$erva.tioft (July/August ZOOQ) 52-S9: 
Ferste,l, Vicki Cem~ttiy s advocate to rest there." The,.Advocoif g- -·1 .R r "'· -' · . 
_ . {7/I.SJ1.994)a 1 

•• • • • e.., a o.n. ouge, ""V\llSiaa'j!. 

Gilbert-, June. 
11
Tinibe! €U.iting ,expbses. old J.ewish-lJen;nan .. c;ecr,.et-ery to vandals'·' The 

_ . . . OSJ:lf:a {i;(igl¢' ~olurne 4, Numb:er 15_(4/2211:991). 
l;:Iainilton;. Anh~ Butter, ''Church nwnibei::s-.trade recipes for AC, Heat" ·Morning 

Advi:'lcate,. B.¢0,rR.'(;)1Jge; LA. t81l0/&9} 7E. 
Sele~tions telate~ to Plaqµ~rmne' !ewi&h co~u.nify frQm IlJePIH/'4 .SouJh (187.1- 1910). 
_ _ a.rrci .Gazette &:Sentmel (l.860)'. T~ be deposited [AJA] 
Lord; L'~wis. "Matzos·andMagnd\ias11 USNewsandW,-0rld:Rf!portt (Ma,y·25~.l9~8) .S'.3-· 

5S. 
fylaliso"Y, Craig. 11Long-Forgotten ~emetery fiQJd.s ;piece .of area's, hisfmy"Dai/y, Star 

flamhttintJ;. Low-siana. · .('8/1 /2000). 
·McDonald, JQe L, {undated) "For about a~ long:as-:anybody can-rem~mber; A.brams 

Mercantile has otfer-ed unusual goo.ds11 ilmly leadet-Br®kliav.e.11,, MS. To be. 
donated to [AJA] 

J>o_sey. Michell~, (undat~d) IeJnpl~ ro9.ts d~e. tQ ··early city times" D~tiy Ll{dt/~r 
Brodkh.aveh., MS. To bedonate'd.to [AIA] 

Priest,.CQnpie. ''BastfQp's Je.wisb Cemeteryis a.Record ofHistoi:tBastrop (Ui:).Da1ly 
Enteqirist:. (Thursday February 27',_1997) . 4: Includes theDe.efto·the ce~etecy 
·and tQmbstorie fn.scription~;. 

Pressley., Sue km~. 'iS'._9ijthetn l~ws Cl9.se ~p Shop; ~mall-Town Traders, G'o :the Way of 
Main Sfreet11 Washington Po:st (4/4/Q0} . 

. P,uneky~ Claire: .irpown the .. Bayou: Ge~etery" Tinfes-,Picayiine,, Ni:.W·Otlt!.ans,. la. 
(Sunday morning May 3.P 1976;}.. . . . . . . . ·:· . 

$:chmich, Macy· T. "Jew~ _are oonsigne6 to bistoiy'in South:. Proud bent_age dies m small 
teWt:fs" Chieag.o Tribw,e:-Seotion l: '26 (1 L/l/l9,81).. .. . . . . . , . 

Tl?.ompson.: ~y ''The_ Di~a:ppeari'Qg.Jewish Cemetecy0
• The ])Cll!y He-rald'(Bilo.xd., 

Missi's.sippi); 19~7'. 
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Sources for Jewi~b-co~mtmity .fusti~t,ion~l information 

Louhi:i.an~ 
Baswop: .D'nai Shnlom 
· Cen1etefY, ~stablis~ed: Mat3\1, 1878 __ C'(;>nnie Prie.s~, '1'6astr~p•s Jewish cemetery 18 a 
Re~.otd of History~ Bastrop' (LqJ Dc,1/y Entetpri-se. (Thursday .F~b,ruary, 27,1997) ,, · 4. 
Incl':ldes the .Pee.d to the cemetery and. tombstone ipscr:iptie.ns. 
Co~regati0hfotmed~ 1877 from Lantlma,n, lsaa<;•¢~. ;'Leui$hma'' The tliii::.1e'rsalJ'<!Wish 
Encyolopedip.. New Y.9ik 'the Universal le;wish~Encydopedia;, ine.., 1g-3.g~ 1943. · 
Headstone,tranS'criptions.ftom. Pdest~ C(jnni~. ('.Thursday F~bruary 27J 99.7) 

B~rwick: 
Cemetery established: 1,s,:;zq, frtrm earliest known head$tqne insctj'p~9n 
Headstone transcdptions by Michael Bi:rnbo~?/2001 

Clintbn: 
Cemetery. establi_shed: 1853.fiom·e.aciies_t known· h~dstone Jnsc;rip,t~on 
Headstone -transcriptiQrts from :Kapl~ ·Bertjamiri. The.Ete.nral St:rwigerr A sm.dj of 
Jevv.ish ·(ife i11 !l!e smqll i:ommi1hitji. New Y.ork: Boolanan Associates~ 1957. 

Donaldsoih11ille: Bikur €bolim{'Sholim.in some placts) 
Cemetery established: l 856 from Pamphlet "Bikur Sholim Cemetery: 'Garden of. Peace"' 
Donaldsonville, LA T<i be.depQsit¢ [AJ,t\.) . _ 
Cong11egation· fotmed: l ~56 from .Landman, Isaac eel.. ''1.pulsiana0 

~ · U.wvets.al Jewish 
Enr:yetopei,iq. . . . .. . . . 
Heaasfone trahs-~rl~t.teris by Audrey, B. w ·~stennan, Cathy D .Shannon.and Nanc.;y L. 
Wright 'September t%6 (ltpdated sihte 1994) 

Frankliin . . . 
Cert1erery established; J 854' from earli~~· krtawn .. headstone,'li)SGOptIQ!l 
Headstone:Jrariscriptiotis: by Katie•GQdchaux D.er~y 

~prgan. City.: Slraas;a Ztd~k . . . . .. _ .. ,• . . . . , . 
€emeteiy established:· H~78,·~ont ear.liestkn~wn .b:i,~~~~e -~scnft;~~ Universal J~1~JJ 
Corigre,gatiofi fomied: l87t from La,ndman,, Isaa.c ,_.. , ouiSiana 

:!~~~:~d=-~nseriptions frQm Motgan 'City file [MSlEJ 

N t,. h·t · A"'es· B'n3,ilsr-ael Stnago.guc , f .. •a c • o"". ., . . . . . G id ]Elliot ''The Jewish CQmmv.ru.ty ·o 
Cemeterv ~stablished: f.847 ·~om No. m:~ t .~ Sta'.te College of i .ouisiana .. t968 
Natchitoches" . . Masters Th.es.is fQr ort wes e. . . . . . . . 

Historie~ .~ile~ [ A!Al_ .. . , h 30 I.&71 from G0Jdq1an, Ellib.t. "The Je~sh Cornmonity of 
Cortgregatmn fonned. Marc ,, · 

Nit.cffit'oches.'\ ... _ . .. : .. h ·//www.rootsweb;corn/ ... Janatc'hi/Jewi•sb.htm 
Headstone ttansanpttons 'from Pl>- . . 



I 
I 

!I 

I 
! 
J 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
1. 

j 

I 
I 
I 

~'p~lp~s~s;_Ge~ih•~h Cha$s.od1m and then Tem~le Emano E_I 
C:eme~ery estabhshed: F~r:uaty 15,. 1869,from·s~int Landr,y Clerkot'Cour-t "Act of 
~~n~tt~n f~~ Heb::ew Cemetery (Opelcmsa~).ii N:ipuqti_ez, R:i':1S JOJJmal iif the.JmperiaJ SJ; 
Ltint/ry ,Ge!zea!og,cdNmf Nitft,:orlea.l S.ac;,fety Volume I No, 1., 199.3~,24-25. 
Con~egatt~n formed: 1929 rr()m Lan:dman, Is~a¢ .. ed. "Louis_ian~" The [J11iV<ff,S{l,Jewtsf,, 
Enc.y,;(opet/1:«. 
Hea:tls'ton.e1ranscript10ns ~om J>errauit, Est.eiteM and Dot<>thySiegel ••opelous_as 
fl~brew Ce,metery" lfaabliet Pas Jotiitial of the lmpef!Jq/ Si. Lcmd,ry Gene.alagitu:J q11iJ 
Hw:wricaZ.SocietfV6luine lNo. 1. 1993i 1'8.:.43. 

Plaqu~mine; H¢.btew Be.nevolenl Society and then Temple· Oliavi :Shoium 
Gemetecy established: 'Now ember 11

0
, 18,56 ,from Qrape, Alherr L. The Hearl <;>/the $11g,ar· 

Bowl llaton Rl;)U.ge, La.: Jhe:Pranldin Press,. 1946, 
Ct>ngrega1fon· fanned.~ -Hebrew Benevolent Society April 20, lS:56 '(Act l,18 of l 855),. 
·obav-i ·sholum Octob-er 3'1,, '1~9l?5all dat~s fj-olll Gr~ce,, Albert .. L. The il.eaFtojTh_e $ugqr 
•Bow£ 
HeadsUme transcriptions by,Michael Bimholz .7/2001 .. 

St. F.'r~nds,ville/Bayou Sara: Temple. Is-raei' 
Cemetery established: Ma:y 1).,. 1891 fromCharterf<;>r Hebrew Rest.Assaciation $'Id 
Deed for Hebrew.Rest Cemerer:y )aay 11', 1891 . lo be.deposfted [AJA,-]. . 
Cc:mgregatfon formed: Ju{y' 12; 1901 frotn Gbatte.rf:or Congr~gatipn_,TempleSinai, July, .. 
12~ .19.0 l :- T <:> be dep..osit~.d [MAJ and Flol<l,eman, Quintin L F ot1y.:sewm F~:IY P.rJJ.Sft?]:lf.y 
S,tr~ei· _N(J(es•dfl Temple . .S.ina.i lJn'iftfJ~'Pr~byl~ri.fJIJ'Chureh' qf;St. Fra,iei'sVJ'lle; LA. Ta be 
depesittxi [AJA].. · . . . . 
Headstone t•~arrsaoptio'rts by,Hannah W:dKennetb Wood 

Washington, LA; :He.brew ,Rest C~metery . ... . , 1_ 

C.. . tezy e·s·t·abli-s'be·1 · 1;86::Z-frtim earliest known headstone ins. cnpt1on . _ eme . . u.. , . . . . . . .. ·1 nT.. . . •. n•.. s ·of 
e ·p · l · E t · I] ~,f "'MA"Dorothv $1ege wscrJp on • · Headsmne tr.ans:oriptions..J.1 om err.au t~ s e e ~n. i:lllU; .• 1 , •. . . · • .. . ~ 

1:1· b . R: .. · t· ce·m·--·e·tero Wa-shin<'rl·on LA" N~bubliez Pas :[Qtlfnal of the Imperral Qt 
.F. e .rew . e,s . · ••J., · · 0 ~ ' ·· · N 4 1995: lm~dt.y .0.'l!n~alomeal a1idHistorit.al Soctety Yolux,ne 3 o . . , · ·. ·'' 

Biloxi': , ; . . · · .. · · · h Ge aJogy·· website: 
, . · , . . b .. 1· · b:'.'..1. l 855- from Miss1ss1ppfent;cy from.Jewis · .n.e Cemetecy·esta 1s c::u._ . . • :. 
Interrrational Jewish Cemerer, P.roject . . . ••. . .. · . . I 
www.je:wishgen,orgfc~rn:~tecy/no;tth~encafnuss.htm 
No.Headstone ttanscnpt1ons available. 



Brookhaven.: Temple B'nai Sholom 
~emetery established: Ju-ne 21, 18.6lfrom deed for.Cemetery property to be deposited (AJA] 
Congregation formed: 1894 from Temple B'nai Sholom Centennial Corwnemorative Service Program 9/20/19-96. To be deposited [AJA] 
Headstone t_ranscriptions September 2001 atiavailable to author at thetime of writing 

Canton: Temple of B'oailsrael . 
Cemetery established: 1~72 from earl1est headstone inscriptton (purchased 1870 
Landman, Isaac ed~ ''Mfssissippi" The Universal Jewfsh E.ncydopedia. New York: The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, inc.; 1939-1943. -
Congregation formed '. 1877 frorp Micltel, Pauline Per\insky ''History of Temple B'nai 
Israel Canto.o,. Mississippi." (August 1934)-Oanton file-MSJE 
Headstone transcriptions by Michae\ Bimholz 8/200 l 

Clarksdale: Congregation Beth Israel 
Cemetecy established: 191-4 i~terview with 1raKaµfinan 1(7/02 
Congregation formed: 1896 from Landman, Isaac ed, "Mississippi'' The Universal Jewish 
Encyclopedia. ., .• Headstone transcriptions unaviiilable to author at the time ofwnting. 

Grand Gulf . . Cemetery established: unknpwn, inscriptions from someJTagments ofheadston~s m 
Appendix IV. 

·Greenwood: Congregation Beth Israel (Reform) 
Cemetery established: unknown . . . .,

11 
. . , • . • h ··congregat,on (onned: ,1 ~_97 IJandman, Isaac ed. ''Miss1ss1pp1 The Umversal Jewts . 

Encyelopedia. 

Laurel: Kne-sse~ Israel Congre~~~on D -d~ "Historical Analysis ofthe First Cemetery established: 1917 from -1v.uuci.l~, · ~vi · . · . · · · _ f 1r. -11 (1931)HistonesF1les(AJA]. . -Thirty Years o Laure Jewry · -· Ma . D 'dB "Historical Analysis of Congregation fortned: February 20.; 1~,06.frocn . rcus, aVl . 
the First Thirty Years ofLaure! Jewry : ·. 
Headstone transcriptions by Michael Bimholz 812001 

· B th El Lexington; Congregation e . • w with Phil Cohen 8/13/0l , Cemetery established: 1904 from mtervie_ I ed, "Mississippi" The U,,lverMd Jewrsh Congregation formed: 1904 fr.om Landman, sa.ac 
Encyclop?(iia. , m MSJE Headstone transcriptions.from Lexmgton ~ 

Monticello - . earliest known headstone inscription 
Cemetery establis~ed_: 1848 ~mh el Bimholz 8/2001 
Headstone transcnpuons by c a 

l 



~atchez: Hevra K:adishali.·and th.e.n TempleB'nif lsr:teJ 
~emete0: ·esta?li~hed; 1840 from N~hanson,,Martin. '''f ~mple Biflai Israel" ,p~phlet 
hi~tor:y_ of the Natch~z, MS •~.ormpumty. Natchez file from 1\-fos.eum of Sollt..hem Jewish. 
Ekpenenc~ Jack-son, M$; [MSIE]. · 
~ongre~atfo·~ f°!°'e_d: 1845 fr.om N:~thrut,SO.Q, Martif!, '''Temple B'nai Israel" pamphlet 
hlstoty o:f the Natchez~ MS comml.!nrfy .. 
Headstone transcriptions unavailable to ,authbr ~t time of writqig 

·Q_syka 
Cemetery establisl:i:ed: 1878 from eafliest known head~tQne inseripticm 
Cohgre$ati0n formed: a congr~gation is rnentkmed 'exis:ting: in the 186Qs ·m 11A Stlort 

. Hi:story ofJewjhll Lie j_n Osykaj Mississippi''- MSIB 
Headstonetranscripi:ions from "GERMAN GEME1J3RY" TaqgipMlO~_Parish, Lpulsiana 
Submitted to the-LaGenWeb .Archives, b1 Debbie C.ntrer Pqwer.s. , Updated by Belford 
Carver; April io; 2:Q,(l'lUptta,ted by Frank A Ricks m, l9May20OI. 2 Ju.n~00l, 17 Jul 
2601. httpi/lft.p .:raotsweb; c.om/pub/u'Sgenweb/la/tangipahoalcem~teriestgennan. t:xt. 

P9rt Gil:>S9ll: C'f)ngrt.gation Getnih1th•Cbas$td 
Cen:i'etery esfablishmen't:· 1871 or ·1872 from Hoffinaq, Kennetli Ross. '1The small town 
&'o_uthem Jewfah·experienoe: Port Gibson, M:issi-sslppi a o~e s,tudy.,11 Master's Thes~ 
Tulane Uni¥erstty.; 199-3 an'd Pamphlet "Port Gtbson,.Mississigpi': -A Southern 
Comfuuriit_y's. Jewish Heritage.". · · 
Congrega~fon fonned:· 1_85,9 from Hoffm!IQ, Ke~eth Ross. 1'The small town Southern 
Jewish .experience''. 
Headstone transcriptions from Hoffman,_ K~Meth Ross, "The small, town .Soutlietn 
J~wish etpenence. i• 

S.;1 rartfa . . ... 
€emetefy establishm-ent,: .1&45 from ~Jies~lrnown ~eadst~ne,tr.anscnptton . .. ,. 
lfeadstone transcriptions· ft:oitl !3irnholz; Richar.d J. ''Who were t(le Jews Qf Sat~~ 
Mississtppi11

• 198.J Historie.s•File$., [AJA]. 

Su'rrimit 
Cemetery establishment:·no date:avai.la.b.le . 

1
,Mi.. . • .,. '.f'L. 

· · · • •d "·t· ., .. ,1 b1e· bu·t Landman. lsaae ed. ssiss1ppJ .1..,,~ .Congregatt'.on forma:uon. no ~ e avaa a . ,1 , . . • . C • • . • .?. . . . . • . . :, . • ·. ce in 18,70, 
,u,1111ersal Jewish ~~fXC,i0J){!..4fa_p.oJes that the congre~au:~r::~xtste.n 
Headstone transcngttons unavailable to rese.archer. ai tun g 

Wood\(U,le; Te~ple Betb Israel . J __ . ' i C ed. "Mississippi" .The Ui1jver$(1l 
~ · · t rv· · •es· :1-ablishment 1848 from Lan.o.man, ' saa . . . ·. • - . J 0 20 1·920 · 
.'-'e~e e' -~ . - ... . .. . . . . . Jew.ish L,'ife 111 WJlki.1'1.S.011 Cqunf!:. ~- . -, .·· 
Jewish E11cycl9p~dia, Oates., ~arsha R.h .. 0 .· •d Published by the W1lW1s0n County 
r;;,.-, • :-.f; ·J1.tmislted C0J!1fllim1ty. MafS: a .ates, e : .: . . · .. - · s·· J · b 
. y,leWS ~ '(iJ : . . • . .. . •. . . :gs• a.no A Jefilish T.quflsl's G-wde to tne. u. ' ew:is 
.Mu·seum, Woodmlle, MS. l~ ' . . . .. p - 1954 
.Publica"iion Soeiety of Amenca: PhiladelpQia, enn. . . . 



Congregation fonned: 18.78 from Landman, Isaac ed. "Mississippi" The Universlll Jewish Errc;ycl.opedia. 
Headstone transcriptions from Broders, Nell (September 19'71) ''Beth Israel Cemetery1

' The Louisiana Genealo-gical Register Volµme 24 No. 3. · 
Yazoo City 
Cemetery establishment: 1887 from earliest"known.headstone transcription Headstone transcriptions from Jones, Georgia and Anne R Masterson "TranS,criptiou of Glenwood Cemetery (Yazoo City)" Yazoo City, Miss. '.Yµoo City Records. 1989. 


