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In tn~ fo,llowi_ng ·ehapter:s, ~he- writer h_as attemp­

ted t0. pr.eaei::lt. ·the li:fe and, work or :David Reubeni a,nci h :Ls disclpl:e 

So·l-9m.J;>t1. ¥ol'cha. At,. a:ttemF-ts ·has b.e,en made t-e ,di-sbuea the _eonditipns 

ot· th~ M'a.,rranos i.n PQ'rt:ugal .idul;':a:-ng; three: 1>eri.<His·! nameJy-, p.~fore 

·the :•adv·e11t of' .David .. aftieJJ his,' ~rri~al, ~nd fina.l:lY , :afl;.e-r, hfs de._ 

-pa_rture. A ge13cri:pti·on pf Da,1f id 1 a. :pe.r .s ,opa.J.i ty,, h.i1:1· hom~ , ni•s -t.ra-

""- v·els and adve1ntu:tes fr.om the. time ne le,ft A:tab.ia 'i.mt,i'l his sli.ip 

~as: blown as_hore. on the. co.a.st <:>f s-p:.ai-n,, is. a.$ven,. rt is i?Apo_s~:ioI~ 

fo,r ohe, t ·o wvi te a,b._out David wi~b,out in:Q.l~.d~ne h,is di~ciple, -and. 

la.t.er h_is eo.r.1p~ion 1 S_oloD').op.._ .Malel:}o. A ch_a:pt~~ has. been dev-oted. 

' t,h;erefo·re ,. to. -a, sketcb of tne .I~fe of Solomon. M0lcho. and· his r :e;iat:ion 

VI i th. ·navid Reubeni ~ 

T11is rthe'.s,is is b@-S.·ed prima:ril~. ,on. a c,a,re_ful e¥'­

,a.rti-inatio:n and stii!iY oJ ·:qavitt.• s, 4:iary a.~ :p~in~ed: in -vo];ume 11 of 

A,. Neub:a.uer,•,a 11~edi~v~1 Jew.i.s1;1 C:l;l.:r-Qniql~•• ,, and in Ab:taham Kahana:1·s 

~r.~'in J>;l'l'J.)./!J'1. :The writer :has tr-rou:,lated the• .com111et~ 4Jary i'nto 

English- but. it :w·E;S' t}.i;ou~ht b.e:st not t-o. iiJ.c:i~de· i"t in t !,;ti~ presentation. 

The eo~t~rn1iorary ·sources o·t.· the pe-riod in,c.l;ud.~g Abr~~ F.a~is.so.)., 

{J:-Osel o·f n9·a'heim, an:d: Jo~epb. ben Josl'lµ~ :lfei.r H~--lfon.en~ were cort­

s-1,1lted, as w,er;e a1iat:> ,t]:te. .modern wo:tl(s qe.a.l·ing with David Reu::beni,. 

s ·010'ih0n Mol.ch◊, ,a.p;~ the ,p-e;r-io.d i°n whieh they l ,ive(i.. 

I w.ish t .6 express m.¥ sinc~ire -tharti.(s to :~- teache:r 

and .f:t'i'en:d Dr-. ,Ia:,:-ob Mann, Pr.'Q'fes·so-r o~f Jewi,sh liistory .a.f.id Literature 

at the Reorew Un:ton College•- for sµgge'9tirtg th.e subject, and for. .hi_s 

help ~nd g.uiq.iance which: m~j,e Uti_s ·sin?.ll work p.ossible__. 
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.CHAP.TER I. 

C:O~J'.]iON$ 0F Tlm ·MP.RRANO:S IN Pbli'lltiG.At FROM TRE .END .{)}' 
' '·~ . . . 

THE FIFTF~NTH @ENTU'RY UN?:' IL THE .ADVENT ~F DAV.ID 1 

'REUB,EN:.I • 

In the chaill of hi~t:ory:t the ai~t·eenth .. centuJ?y 

Ls, .ati ir.a:p.orta.rit link, Joining the. med:i>ev-e.l a.nu, mod·ern period. 

With tne d. . .ni7cet:rtiort d'f gunl)owtl'et,,, the wall of medfevald.,sm with i te 

po.we:rt:ul su_p.por.t ., ie~·a:a.limn, c.rumble~. T.be. i,n,verit.ioi:r et ~rinti,~g in. 

I4od he.J,ped' to :turt~r le.~rni'n,g and ~.cien,ce. ~he d,i',scoverle.s ~t' t .he 

Spapiah. ~nd P.o~tugese ex}ilg.re:rs b~oug~t new. po.ss.e·ssion-s to the!§e 

twq c ou,pt.r·±es,. and the hope tha.t other· l.ahd,s woillld. ·soon. be, diseo.ve.rea. 

The re.v:0.11.rt idn wh:.i:oh waa.. wr.ougn;t in . me.n •· i3· •mind $ hti: th·e· . . o:i .$;,e.qv,e~~ Cf_i; 

the ne:w w0rld', of wb;@,$'!!' ·¢~is,t .~nee th~ ·01.ct,: worio., in g .~11e'ral .lla:d been 

wh:eliy .unc.ons.ci-oue, wa&, of ·eourse, enomnQus. With such d.i ·scoveries 

be!ing .made in scien,c,e and ·in g.eogxapny, ·men came to f .eel that anythin~ 

wa,s possible. Pos:sibly:., the. most i.mp-ortant mo-v,em·ent .in ,the· ·sixt·e.ent-h, 

oentur.y was the l?tbte-stant .Refo·l'lllat.ion whi,ch. h.a.rl ,-a --marked, ch,~nge o.n 

the -poli ti.tai cond.i tion'tp ~f. :E}U,l'..'9'Pe.. ·Thus m-e ,i;i.ee that at the cl.o.se 

o-:f the £ift-e .e.n·th c:eri't~~Y ., the Roma.n Ca.1;bo:1ic 0}1~r,ch eml;iraced central 

.and we$tern. Ji:'UI.'o.p:e i w:hJle a1:. the end of the s i xt.e.enth centu~;y, 

,nearly half of its :former sub;.ieets, tho·S'e· thr e.ug:no.ut ,nq:rtn:ern .Eu~o.p~·, 

no l _oug,_e.r recq.gnized i t,:a autnorit.f Q;r prac·ti.ced' its' be,liefs. 

In tb,e,s,e, h~ctic days of t .he sJxteentn ce,ntur1:., 

the:re a:p.;p;e~reQ. in Eurc,.:p.e , a ~ - who called h i mself Davtd, Reu'ben'i •. 

Stat i n~ that he wa,s 8,T\ .anib~ssaii.or sent by his brQ the·r ~ing Jo sep~ 

Who tu.led:. o'ier threje btp:rdred tiho\1sa-nd '$.ub'jeCctS, h'e came ·a,s, 1·t:i; p.rophet 

to his c;:o- rel:i:gionf:sts "t.o J,.i'be-rate them~ 
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Tb.e, .Ma,r.ra,n;o$ ·li,n Portu€';al wer·e in a dt·f.t.er.ent ::poe.-

it ion frotfi: those in s:p' a;in. 'l ·t,.,· b 1,, • · · • ·t K'· · •·"- 1.·• • .. . n .u.e: ee,';;i.nn.1.ng o : · i,ng 1'1U:l)p:o.e • s. r ,e,J.~n •. 

1. the Jew.s were t .rea·ted very well. Is·ab.e.lia: ::and Fe.ra.in,9:nd wer~ not 

pJ,..ea$~d: a:t his :policy t6wa..rd the J,ews and ·w~.re anxious f¢r him to 

:rev.ers~ i, t. Thes felt. that thr-:Ough a .ma,trla~e a cFla:ne,;,e in his tolei:'­

~,nt m.anne.t " mi&.l'.lt b~e e•.ffect.ett. .A(fo.o~qingJ,y; they ac:,;rr~ee,4 fo:r ~ mar­

r:iae;e be.tw.(!ert their daug};it~r Jo~pna an<\ )Ianq~l . _Maipqe_l, . .ho,~,eve;r, 

:preferred hex older sist,e.r, the Int~ta; Isabella. Fef.dinana .and 

Isab·e,lla p,romis-ecl him heP hand O!J ·-c~ndit[i.on tna;t he join with &l)ah1 

against Cb:a.rle,.s V:II, and exile all the. Je.ws• from: Pdr;t ,u~al. l':h.oug:h 

tlla~e c.ondi tiQ;ns were very ,d)i~ae,ree~Pie to l:l~, ne:ye;i;,tlaelerss .he 

poniplied wi_th t:hexri, bec{1.u.:.s·e, he loved the, Infanta,. 'lsabe11~ . .a.nd wi~hed 

to m~.ke }J.er ni.s Wife. Th~ Infant-a Isabe~~. influe~Gle'e: by lier p:~rents, 

e.frte-r .tained fan~t.ical ha.t-re·d a~ainst, the Je,ws~ She· be,lj,ev·ed. that the 

m.i.S:fortune-s and' unha1;pi.rte:ss vvhieh 'ha.d b:e.£a;ll.ert King JQiO' in h:'i:ij la.et 

da.y;s. had be.en· ·oc,c~as-io:tr:ed by hi-s bav~.ng a.lloweij: th~ J,ew& to ent~T- his 

K.im.gd,om.. She fe;2,red 'that ner nn:~.rril:l,g:e to Ma.noe.l wo-ula be un_s~;cces•s.fu.l 

w.er.e, the. Jew;s :~e.~ t t,~g.· ta tem~±n in ·pa,,t;tu&al . Sh.e refiised te come, 

:to· Po·rtug~l 1.,urt;:il the Jews wer~ ~riven out fro,m: his kinsdoirt,. with. 

t :b~ res:u.1 t that the J:e;ws., were expelled. The mart.ia.g,e. •con:trEi;et wae 

se,e:led with tne .mis'ery ©'f. the, Jews atm4 was sign,ed o:n Novemper 3-o. 
1 

14~6. 

_o~ De:eember ,24 , 1,4,,9·,5, an o·:rder wa,s ia·sue·d a.ta tins 

tha·t all the· Jew$· a;ng Jiiioor·s of· Portul;i;:al must- receiv.e. b.f;!,pt.i-Btt): ·or 

leave t.he ~ountry '.Qy October 149.7 •. Af;t-e.r Pl f ,ew mon·th:f? •. Ma.ne~:d 



l;>ec,ame greatly ~J-sapp,a·,in,t ,ed: f .or verYi :f'~w Jew·s had acce:pte,d Chrlst­

:Lanity~. Fie warite<;i them it> b~I~:'OJll~ Ohr1etianJ:,- in order : that they 

m:i:ght remain a;nd enr'ich '4i ,s c.o.µntX¥. I_p Al)r-il l.497, he is.su~'1 a sec­

ret co~ma.nd that all J.ewish ch±l~ren up to t').:le a,g-e ol' fQu.rteen 

sh:ould be take:~ f .r.,om the'ir pate·rtt-.s 'oy, foroe on EaS't.er Sanday and be 

b:ap:t .i:ired.. Some J:ew;s lea:rn:eii ,about this ord.er .and we-r:e atto:4t. to, f~e~ 

with their cbildr-~}'1. ~noel, he-~ri,ng of th.ht., order~d the forc.ed 

bafYtism to take plac.e at of~c~·. 'Many a·a:d ~•ee·nes took: pla.c.e b:etwe.en 

pa.teti't,s and childt,en., tl"fe 'farmer tfy-ine:; to p~otect 'tne 1a:t:t$r f -rom 

bap.ti&m. ~any Je.ws 0f F0rtuga1 ·em:bD"ac~d Qhri.st!a.nity in o-l'der to 

rem.a.i.n w;i th: their :chiidre,n. About twenty t.b,,P~~an~ Jews- Wh<i> trie4. 

t ·o 1e;3;ve frq~ tn,e port ·of Lisbon we-re a.:et-a.±ned, St:? that the da.-r· on: 

which they •we:r:i~ ·to for·f-e,i t tn:•eir .lif.e, o'r at le,a.f::,t , the'i.r liberty,, 

if teune\ ·up0n F.o,r'tu,e:ese s.oil~ arrived. The;Y were then given the 

cha ic,e to confess . .Ch:ri,:s:t.,i~rii:ty voJ,u.nt;~rily in wh:ich c·ase tb~y 

shoul o. ninr~ .. honor and, ri~hes\ or ·e·lse be forced to baptism wi ~hout. 

ro,,~·rcy. .After gtven three d~}.'fi in which to r;efl~ct, the: majority 

$'ti1-l rem.t;tlned fi:rm in th:ei:t dev-otion to Juda:i.sm·. Ma.noel now f 'or.c.e<:l 

\nem ·to· :Pe -c;.o.rrve:pt,e·d. Many co;bun,it.t~Q; $uicjde ra.the;r than submit tq 
2 

:Those Jews who h~d ~ubnU tted to baptism felt 

th.a;t· oy ap1>eal,ing tp PQ,pe. Alexa;rider 'VI they might. be. able t :o, retu,r.n 

t .o their 0:wn faith. Ac•co;rd:ingly, they sent a d.epµt91t .ion: o-f seven; 

t,o, p:0.pe· Alexand.·er •. With them they to0,k .m:oney a.~ ~ _g-ift to the 

Pope, Dgspl te: tne. OpPOSitHn,: Of the 'Spanish, ~ba.s~ad<:>I\ .Ga;rcilas6, 

lhe Por~ug~'Se :J.ew·s were successful, a~d ·K'in·g Marioe.l de:cid.e.d to· male.~·· 
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On !,fay 30,, 1497 
. I he iss.'ue'd ,a decree gr-ant i.ng amne,sty 

to a.:ll l'cfrc.ibl_y Qa;p.{ .. ized. Je 
_ ··. W$, :and ;3; res:;pi te of twent-¥- y"ea.l:'s•; :<11..u-ri~ 

·w.n:ich time th.et vrnrer not tn, le b·rough.1; b.e.r-ore. the t:rihu:qaJ. o.f' the· 

Ingt:i.is,iti'on. It was S:fJ.id that time wa.s. n'eJid;f:ld· for the: Jewf, to ada,pt 

t\ie .. m. · se"lV:~H1 to t}iei. r. . n·_·""W f··. "'.2~·t·,.,. . • 
i ~ = n Th,e ·9,'8cree further sta,t.ed that on 

the .exp;i,:r~t:ion of·· the te·rm, -.a r.e6rulat exa.mipa.tio:n shot:ila. be :{)lade o:f 

thos:e .accu$'e~ ·.of Jewish .i>raot,1~,re:s, and j..f' f 0und tuil~y . t,he·i .r wealth 

,s),iould Q~ co.nf ist:.at,ed.. The dec:ree lik;:e:wise· iO•rdained that t:.hos.e bap­

ti.zed :p:l1y,R_iCJ'i:.!;tPp an~ s1u:'t~~.e:orts· whQ w~te LtnaqgJiaint·ed with. ,Latin mibht 

U§e Hebr'ew boqts t Tti:i,.s m.ea.nt that the"S.e i'9rce.d Pnrist.ia.J:Je .:m:;ght live 

sec.xetly •as Jews an(\ .cp.p't;i.nu:e. the-it· ,study cff Hebrew~ This ·atnnes-ty 

ben.efited t h-e· P.o~tuge·s·~ M~rr?-.r\O~, but no't, th0s.e who immigrated i ht.o 
• 

Port,utal ,. 'es:9e.eial).y thQs·e f:rqm Spp.,in, dµe ,to ,t;h'e S. :i:.ni•~ter i.rt·f'luenc.e 

of the: S.pani•ah !n(an:e-a l sab:e:lla. ]4any Po~tuge·s~1 J(;!wa; l:i¢·G:._am~: Cbl]:' i s -

'! tians, b.ut r .e,solv:efl i -n their hearts to leave at the: first opportµ:r1it,y, 
. 3 

so that tne·y· might prae:ttee the f ,a,ith c'if their ancest·o.rs wi'thout fear. 

d:isx.~ga.rded. 
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but a law 'Was :pass·e:o. Eitte -to :the influenc.e of· tne :$:P,anish gQve,rntnent , 

tnat; tlo Spa11i~d ci·olll.4 step on :Pottuge.se· so il linle,ss he eoµiti -~how: 

Bl. •oertif icat'e· that he w.as. not gu•i.l ty o_f he:re:a.y-. The C..fi:t-·is.ti-~ns hated 

the. P'or.t1fg.e:s.e Marra.nos. l,i>g:t:.iause the 1,a!t-te,r were ~ctiv·e and indust,:r,ious. 

·Their dis.like of tnem in,ci"ea~red- .when the -Mar.tai:i0a were giv·en. the 

l)erml.$;Si.On to pursue t -t:ade~, t(1i. tQll.e~t tithes, a,nd ~c~e,P·t e.Qel_e~i~s­

t.i,ca:l o.fi'ic·es. In :the be.e;in.ning th~y .ca11·~a them "Judae.o Mctrran6 

Co;nv.-erso 11
, mean{ng 1'curs•e·a, ·c,<:mv.ert o,f a Jew'', ~u.t this wa:a _:p:r-ob:i.,.. 

biteq qy law. /t:M~rr.a;n!ll; John Bodr.1go Masear-enha.s, a farmer. of· t~e-s-. 

w.as ~ reat.ly hq;t.ed e,.nd. :t:ti,rfi)~gb him all the Ma:t;ra11os -incurred t.he · ill-

vdl.l of the Christi.a~rs. The DQminicians. were bi tteJ:i enemies· o·f ·the 

~~rranos and .i-rwi ~ed' the peo_p-le a-g9-).nst.. tl\lem. ,The 1.\arranos we,:te bl.em~·q 

for the pJ.:ague that :was, then ra5i'pe;1, ~nd were C:Q1l.si~ere..(i.. the· cause 

fo-r · a. •:cj::rought which thr.ec1ten:ed another ·bad h~rves=t.. ·on ,a Sunday 

~ollowing Easter, Ap-ril 19, J.5·Q6, ·when the ,church was filled with 

.Ma.rra:nos· 'W;ll'o :were :fqroed to a.t ·-~en(l.~ .ei :Oominic·ian in a sermon char,~e.d 

th,e ·peo_pl.e to murd,eri -th,e ~ ,ri;a_nos l>ecause t;hey were, the ~ins··, s : 

f -avorfte's. Two other nomi~ici~n_f?, John Moc_ho a;nd J.ratre Berna~d·o-. 

walked through the ,stre-e~s carry.:i::ng, .(,;'ro·sses art4 -shauting iiHere·sy! 

-Re.resy!" Tlrie: J>eople were a:rou·s:e,d a:n:d began: t ·o: -murde·r and _plunde~ 

th M. - - "" 0 ~ Tex-.:-ible .. scene.s. wer~ enacted., <i"l.lring t'he two days, .of i t -s ·_.e a.r~,ari ,,,. .. 

· ·A·f. te·. r -th.,.i·-s·. ""a•$S~. ere tlie neo_ple.· h'ate.d the· Marra.nos e;v'en ena:qra.,nce. ,.,,., ..., .~ 

· ' ,more, 'beca~s,e .the latter b.,:a:d ga,i.r-ieq.- the Ydng ' s fa~o-r. In March 15()7', 

u·-n -1 · .·,u· ea a -n,...0-.,c, .,m-a,tion declaring that convert,s vfere to be treate·q ,~ oe :i:,s,s.,. . •i:r"' ..,~ .. 

, Oh ,• · t •i .·, g·~ ..... -1•·..,u· ,-them the pe:rmission to emig:.ra-te.. He ie.e.ue.d .a.s- · r1s . · ans• · .... v ••t.> ... 

another ·order ,d.e¢;La~ine ~bat for s.ixt~en -rear,$ .m:or-e th'ey ·cou_ld. ·not 

a.n.. a_o<;:_.cflmt Qf t)le.:il,' rflig_i'ou:s conduct -before ·:a. be ·fo rcea to g.iV'J~ 
' 4 
tr±bun.a1 •. 

G.raet-z: .G. der J:., T•Ql.9, p.218.-~23;(18~1) 
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, ' :.:.Xr- oj€ , I - /j . 
- .rit( .~t~ .'(

1

; ~, U:ndex Jq·~o 1II (15'22:..1&2?L, Ma.-no::e.1'·s; suoces;sor, 
/ , ~, - ·• ' . . ,...._,________'- . 

the •,e.ona.1 tJ.o·n o.f. the Portug:es-e Marranos cl@.n:g;ed. !n the be.ginning 

o-f his ·re·ign he ~held t}ie .. de._p·r~:e of hi-s :t'at~e;r, placi:ng the }4arranos 

.on ,a Plii,r wi tll li'he .CJ;l:ri-~rtt a:n,s, .and all.ow.'itig th.etn free:dom fr.om sub-

je¢t'ion from a • t :ribunal ·re:ga:rding ·tn.eir re,Iig,iou.s dev.otiotl. Rut 

~~~en C~the-rine:, a Spa,.n.ish. tn:fa-nta, admir1nt the· 1nqµi.sit,i .o.n it.1 $,p.a.in;. 

. iv· 

e'!Sc1ng :to be.-r demands:, Joe,o QQ.mmis~io:(Hfd G_e:or.$-e· Th'emudo tQ µ;ig_,u:ire 

into the liv•e~, ··of tbe Marrahos. I·n July 15?~. b,e :reDorted 'to the 

!Ung; that some, af ·th.e' Ma,rrsa10e 6'bse.~e.d th~ Sa,obith :and Fa,..f!sov.er, 

and took as l'ittle ;part as po,S$'-ible in the ob:serv:aRcre of O~\h.oli.e 

rites .. 

H.enr.i.que Nunes; a convert,,. who -aft,erwar~$ t:ec·ea:veJi the t .itle •1FiJ1n:e 

]'e,tt (Firm }leliev:er J; WEU':, .commi.s·sionetl by t ·he .Ki~g to ~J1Y o·n th.e Ma:r­

r ~n.os. Re· went a..mon.g. , th'e 11/!a:rr.anos ~1'osin•e t,heif .friend,. 'but ~l). 

t:6.~ time $P.Yit1ii!s on M:~em... li.e oommun.ie.ated. -to: the King, that he .founo. 

no Oatholi'c ptayer,..;boo.k,s in thelr :lwu$.e1;1., .an:tt that they <iisiregarded. 

all ·Caiiho,lio rit.eis. ,'.fo.a-o.,, he~ri11;g ~J this~ decided to .imt:t'-oduce the. 

Irtquisition int-a his count~, an~ sent 'Nunes to 'Chp1-rl·es V in Sl)~in, 

t,;<1 l .earn the detail-s c·0n.cerrting t'liat diabolical lneti tu't-iQn. T-be 

liarr.an-0s Le.arning: o.r hi·s t :rt~a:che.ry,. dec,id·e¢._x. t 0 punish Nu'ne,s! Ii>'ie,go 

iTaz. o.f ,Ql;Lvcenc~, ·a:nQ Antres D,il.as, •o'f Vianna, ,1:Lis~uis,e,t •the1nselv·es 
. . ' ' 

a.n.d near th~ Sp~nii~Jr i:ro·nt.i' er, near B·ada:j,o.z, ki.lled Nl;U'les. On -h::i.m 

t~e.y fou~d le:tter-s: dealing with the int·rotiuct·ion o.:f t .he Inq ui:&1i ti.on,. 

·1'l:,\e;;, w:ere iate,r ,. di~ecrvere4 ,and :han·ge.a oh the €$all0v1:ff; and NWte·~· ·was 
'5 

rega.rded as a marty;r. 



duced the Inqcuis.it.ion at once urider these cireumsta.nces. Such, 
n 9wever, wa i:; riot the. case. We );<now of a ce·rtainty tha t it was the 
a rrival of Da:vi d Reubeni in Po-rtugal wht ch ea.used the .King to change 
his mind,so that,at least f or the pre ~ent, the Inquisition was not 
introduced i nto Portugal. 



CHAPTER I I 

T.l':lE ¥-IDBSt7NAI'.r-l1f:J OF DAVID REDBE.NI 

O.o·mtexntng. the origi,n of Ba;v:iq, :R:eU:be.n.i as well 

a.,s his trave;ts l.\;p to-' •his a-rrtva.l in Rome , onl,y his a;ia,ry g:,1:ves .1.ur 

tn.fonnatiion. He ·tells· us iittle ab.etit h.ims·e.lf exe.•ep't to -sa,y. that 

h:.e is a, ybunger brother ·a;f :Itin~ J.~S',eph who· rnl.es, izf tlie, wilde~tieiS!3 

0haho:r pver three. h'.tihdi.e'd thcmsM.d. dEH;,"'a~ng.a;nt~ of the tribe.s of Ga.dj 

~et.fben., a.nd ·.~ .lf :0.f the tribe. o·f Men&,ss.eh, Ire ~o.es not· ,give. the 1dat.e· 

of 1'1,is bi.rth, bt1.t it ,:i,s likely that he was borq aootft 14,9(1'. ·5. I:{i~g-er 

13ta tes tbat Dav.id WP.-$ tb0ir·t1-tnree. ye.al"s. old wlil:en he v'i~-i teii Bales-
? 

tine. In David IS' d.Ja·r,y w~ are tol'd tpa;t the ·vi;d:t to Ealestine 

t ·oOk place in 1.52'3, SQ· we ma.y c·on.~l '.t~<ile 'that ~avid w-a.:S· bo:rn a,:b:Qµt 

l4$0. Re t.ells, tis .nothing about h·is. l{outn or nis life y.ptii the! 

time of :hJ-e. d•ei;i:artn<l-r.e f .:rom the wilde-rnes.s .. Oonce:rnd.ng the :pl1~ce. 

v1,b~nc.e }le c'ame we: know very i1 t .tl.e. .He t ·e.11~ U$ it is from the 

wild.ernes!S Cha..b'o~:v. I t, if -very ·gif:f.icult to ,give th~ e-xact locat.;i.,on 

_q,f t~_i;:· p l.ace. {3gpie 13ut}J.Q:ti tiee hold tnait the copy-ist ha.~ made: a 

mist.ak~, t:ha.t inEl't .eaa. :of Ghabo·r it she.,u.ld re.ad Tabor .. , since a mi,$"tRke 
. B 

ha..s be,en mad.e ,in reading· .a JTfor a. n. Go-nse::que:ntl'Y.. Kalia,na re.ad.a 

Talor th-r,oughout hdi& V'-e:tsio:n of D~;v:id 's di~ry. Neub~.ue.r. i.n. pub­
.lO 

1-ishing :his di-ary. rea:ds· 11:a.-71 _a;nd dQe•s not- O0mme.nt on. it. &ra,e-tz 

t. t · th t D,;;·~, .id ,c,.me. froJ'.l.r 't-he 1-a:rfd of ·Cha,fb~r,, a,n.cl looa,te·s it in s a. ,eos .. :a . ""' _... 

9 · ,f f dna.:ber and do no't.. urni.ereta:nd• how Gra:et•.z Arabia.. I myse,L. , p.re .er -· .. · .. · · · · , ' .. 

· · d. c. ,.._, :.;._ l· b."'•r. f ·or the~.e is no· >· ~ t h-at w:~ra.~ Fa:i;-·1s'so,l '$,Peeks c~.n ~eij,. 1·ip, .,,. • 



l 

-9.,. 

-o~ Cha,ber as be,in& 81_ tu ... at·e·d • .l\. • M, 11 . 
e .1-n ~si-a: .1nor.. -J'Qa,e_J?h ben Josnua :Meir 

12 
1!,a, ... k:ohen. spE}a.lt~ o·f .D:av.id' ais ~ Jew who. cam-e fi9m In·a,i~ •. ·· Elkan ~dle'r • 

in the Jev1 . .ish (i-µatt ,erl_y Review ·s•tate,s that in the,. Oalena'.a:r S'ta:t·~. 

Pap.era Cve~.et:i.a.nJ l.o:2◊-s. pa;@e 810, "·:we· r,ea...d a: letter ·o·f Maroh 141, 

1524 aii'cf-);'e~sed from Rotn.e by the Ven~tian 1.ega.te,,, MarQo. Fo$oar:i., t .o 

:the S'i,g:hory that 'a,n a.m;b~_s ·s,a,c:i.<1J.'. h'.as come to the Pope from tl1-,e J'emr 

i:n· Incl.fa of'fe-ri,ng hiipi three.hund~~d thottfta-nd c-0mbatahts- a.ga,inst tli~ 
. 13 -

'llur,-k, -a,ncl; asking for artll,lery. ''·" ·.AdleT state~ thftt .thi.s. atnbass:ado:-r 

w_e:s. Dav.id' .R,euhen'i, and his pr:i-ncipal.~ .w-ere the b_lc;1,.c._k Jew a of c:rang_a."".' 

nQre- who "lJ:t;i,d -for nine c·e.frtu,ri.,es· enjoyed irtde_pen:a.E;-ri,ce in t;.h_e ·• :p,\ri-noi­

·p-ali ty of ' ~juva:nnam, nnde~ a: ira;n-t ·fr-om Bhaskar.a Ravi 'Vatrna, Klf!g 
- 1:4 

of Ma.l·a:bar.. Thu.s Adler pone:3,.:de·rS. Reub.e-ni 8/.S ,com:i_ng f..rom·- ,]ndi.a~ 

I mystl'lf am inclined. to belte.ve:, th~t David wa,s :from ~.A:ra:O.ia. :e:s. be" 

.de-S.cx'ibe·:s hie t'tav-els; from there. to Eth~•ia, .anii fr.om ~thiop'i-a to 

E.1&YJ?t. David c:I,aJm-ed to be· a. de,sc;entlant .df th& t:r-il>e, of R~uiben 

@.n(l liv~d in t:he wilderneS!i "of Chap.pr ;;oorthw.·eat t;,f .Med.1na. ln thi,s­

dist_rlct he t ·.elis Util t~e:re liv.e4 also the, tribes of .c-le?,<i a,nd hal;t" of 

¥-et1a.~,s~h. The:ee t ,r~bes w~i~ itiled 16.y a kin~, wh(? t:l:utint D~:vid.' s, time., 

;we.~ hi~·· prother Jos,eph, ·'Jo. the sou.th of t.he1s.·e ·tribes in Arabia. 

J..iv.ed tl:ie r-etnairtihg ei<ght tribets, and th¢Y. lik_ewi.se had a king. 

'rhea.e t.ribe,s tr8/ff'ie -le<:i: in S!)ice~ ,t$ml pe::P:P~r. .Separatini the.se 

two .Jewish idist'ricts ·w~~ @i te;_r:ritory inha,bitea 'by the _lifollammeo:ap's . 

Tb~ Mona.mmed.a.n·s hi,:ld.er~d ·the Jewish ti:'-ibes from: haV'.i'il'ff .mutu~ inte,r­

coitrjoe. The JeV@:f.-Qugbt m~$ W:a~s •wi·th the· l.f'oha:i:rimeda:hs., b.ut .w.e:re 

11. 
12 ..• 

'" 13,. 
14. 



a,lw~ys b·ea.t-en. lfa.:-v--i-d'. R~,t!beni a~ h.e himee.lf states was &ent to 

0JQqifire aimu~,ru. ti.on i;na fi1>~-al'lll~ :frQm t11e European pElwer.s- t,o fi&ht 

thes•e M'oharrh'tred:ans. 

It, is this vlew tp.a,t I am ine).ined t9 take, . 

. n" ...... ·el-Y.. t.h!tt D""_''";'a.' f A, • ....,., . ., • ca.•• ¢am~ . r9.m- •.n._:,:-abia:1 fcrr the p~rpos·e o.f aecu:r:j.,ng- a~s-

to !ie;:ht: the; -M'.©ha1inm~d'a,ne in h.i:s- Q\Vn distri.ot. lie wets aware that a.11 

.Eu_r-u})~ h?. tJ~(i. the· Turk at that tl-Il_!e !;;nd f s,:l·t . th~:t. it wa,s an· oppttrtun~, 

m.om:ent . tq se .. eure a1'd fr.om tli'.e· Europeah pow.eta to _fight t'.heir cpmmon 
16 

?he,re ij,I'°e· ·s,fl11.le ~ut:P.9+i tiJ:l'.S wht\ 1:1.k~ .B:art.~1.Qcei. 

,a.ntl Basnafe,.clerty tne h-is,t9.r'icity q.f David Reub~ni and his ·comJ?a,t1ion. 

Solomon Mol·ch61 and wha brand it a fa:b-le. But, U:i,e £_lgure (!f· .Davj.d 

.Reub·eni ca.nnot, be sUpl)teatted f ·ctr fi.e is. a-n aci'tiia'li ty who can be ac­

c.ount.ed f: 0·r . 

Da:vid i's• d·eJ~c:ribed bY. ,Nbl'!a,.ham F~;,r'ise.ol :~5; ~nia1_1 

in ·$-t~ture a,n:d ver,y thin,who, 't)rl:-ou~li e:xc-ess,ive, f:astfng, .b.ec;:ame like a 

·skel.~•ton. H~ l1;ati bla,ck hEfir an:d dark $'kin. 'l'he.-r .e:· -wai; aoJttethtni •out,... 

laiidl.sh and mys·te.rio,tts ab.out h.is wrro1·e b•~i-~g..; ]laris1$Q.•1 teUe us that 

h€ beha.V<e~ ·n01ught.-i1y ,with tb.~ J'ews· :and.. b,y no me,an:s ·humb.':ly with t~i'.7' 
"" 'd · d ever true to his r.o.l:e of' an amb-as.s.acto,r. gen.tiles. itav·a. re1ua..1ne 

p . 21-1 
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CJr~PTlll!t I_ I t 
D_A1/,·!D REUBENl' S :MISSION 

Nub:ia:, Mrica, and .P~l~s-ti:.tre ti:nti;l. his .. arriv.'al i.:n lta.J.,y f his: dla,ry 

I 
ii 
I 

alone furnishe-s, i1ffi,rmatiQJ'h Leavln~ ,Gha.00}', 4e • .r-~!ffche~ D13;chfd&a '} lYJ;,e/.,;.~ 1 
- - . 1 . </ / ,, 

a,ft.e-x a., te·n da.;5r-~;~J.o~rney:,. ·where he be,c.ame ver;y s-ick. T.}lough .~iok., t o•-.,,,·'..;! :,;, ,) 
,· ' 

'he deefde.d to, .1eav.e and le1ft by• boa:t vi.~. ·t:n.e R.ed se·a and. reaehed 

~1:tf!kin., i:rr Al;>\yafti,ni.a, art-e,r a tti:p o.t th_ree aays w.a three n;ign.-t-s .• 

Frere _hi~ si.clm.e,ss Der-s.i ~t•ed,. which seethed t,q be a lune!,, di.sea:ae ,, for 
lB. 

h.e. stat-es t~-t .p..e 0ontini;iali:v sp,a>t blo.o·d. Ne rem-ai-ned :-1.n ·suak.in. and 
i9 

left wi tli ·a cetrav:an of m~rc.h&rtti~ goin~ to Assa in Sh,~ba.. The •leader 

·of· th~ car.a-van wa:s Omar Abukamil, .a d.e·sc~nd~nt o.f Mq1:'$mmeti.. .AftEf:r a. 

t~o· months. journey throu&h the, de.se.r 't •j th~~ reached the .kfngd_om of 

Sheba. Da;;vid stayed in the -city La:moule on the Nile Rive.:i? witla the 
I 
\t, !Qng whQse name- w~s . .(inl_a•~ 'o; T):1.i,$ king ,;as. bli:!,C.k ·a_nd: ruled .over 

wn.i t .es and e.olor.ed. 

{·'; , ~-'-( honoTed 1 e$.pecif;lly b.Y Ablika,.mil. Du,r.iri;g hi& en ti~~· s'l~, ip: }.bys-

sin.ia, he ra.sted daily arid _pre.yea continua:13,y. He Writ·¢s•:· ""I via-s 

G,b.d-f'earinti atid did .no":t , stand in t.l:le •$.~at of s-coff'ers nor in th.e midst , 

of friv.oli ty•, 'b1.ft t w,oulp,: .fol .low ·th:e r._:j.g,ht path leadin:12; !~- th~ kint' s . / •-,;,;·: 
2Q . . . . . . . . . . ' 

.P-ctlace to m:y .h§>m~'° " ·Th,i's k:.in_g ha_d IIia-IJY S'E.~ rva .. nts arid :was very weal tlzy , 

!Q:qs-t .of th'e. serv·a,n,ts we,nt arouptf almos.t nak•ed,. Thei:r food was indeed 

Peculia.r fo. r tbe•v. ate el:e.;phante.,, Wti•lve·s. leo·pa.rds, dogs, ¢&In.els, 
' • " ~ • ~ iof 

ra.te, frqgJh ,a;nd s-n~kes~, a¥i'd in .ad.~ition were ca.n.,1;1ibal.s _. T..hls clie·t 

d .id. not a_pl)e·al. to. David Reu'.ben'i. wha observed the Mosaic Cli'etar:y laws 

Kah.a;na. st·ates that he· :is 



The ~,i.ng, ·was v.·ery· pleas:ed with :h~, so n:e •s·e.f;lti 

hi.m foiJ.J: ~a tde)ii,s, ·and f'O.u,r ma.n-s~rva:n·t .~ as a. e-ift. When J)a,v.i4 saw 

tha.t ,they were J1~keti he ,g-av:e ~he111 clothes to cov·e.~ ,t:h,eit- .nake:a:n:ei3s·. 

During t.he nlght :Pav id waa: tempte'.d to eo:mmi t .~ sip wl th ·one of these 

v'irgin·s, and wa·s. a.bout tt> cl,o the· s .tnf.ul a:c.t when ,his: ,goo~ ipc_lina't±:on 

ov.e·!lpovre re.o pim. The &'o·od· ineLi.na,tiQn t .o.J:d him thaf'.t ·we,re he to sin, 

hlp mi;~reioti would :b'e unsuc-ee.s.s:ful. Dq::via tl).,.rn.~d ·~~•i'dc:e from. thi~ ev:i:l 

a:ct an(i. pr~yeci all n~g;h-t that ·God m·i.gfit f'sr;ff;i~e b,~. 'In th~ mort1.i11g 

'.Da-vid t'o.olt tbe. a,ena.nts and ga"!ie th.em to. the queen ~-~ a gi:f"t.. Thi.$ 
·.22 

incid~nt. tlltH:i:t ·ra'te~ t,li~ fir:ie. up:r,igl:re cha,raote·r · o-f :Da;vid. 

The kine and . all his s·el;'va.pts l _crve~ ~Jl~ ·hor;m.red 

David, fo.r ttrey co,n~1d.•er$d pim a ni~~rnene:,er of ·G,od. .t>a:vid f ·eared th~t 

he might. suffer .e,vil eons.equen:ce,e; we·re he· .and hi-s missJ..o.n blown. 

Hfi thn·s p:layed the role cf!' a.. Mohammedan, ·Which ;i;-ole he wa.l, . a.o.le to 

·p:1a.y f 'or a l .ong t;.,i.rne, succe.~~·fully. He: ,:t,ra,:veled ·w.i th an olc. fa.i\b.ful 

d.eaf -a:md. d:wnb 1.3.;J.~ve who .-mipi~tere.d to Jri-s· wants at· a·ll times., 

D. ' d. ,;. V a· I .M:nh,aliuJieda:n -from Mecca., who .:f.ire,t ua:e.d :.Dav id . ·avid was q·b.o.p ·e~Fo,se; · u., " 

to acquJ:r .~·, ,mQn.ey., fi'om: the• k'ing. Davia was 1ielov-e,a.. °Q-y the king _and 

tlte 1'.1qha+z1.rn.ed;~n knew that we·re. Dp.vid' t .0 voach for him~ tne: king wo:t,ild 

g.rant him a,nythini, he. desire~. Th,e MohammeJian ·had broutdht a book 

alo:ng. wi tb hi~ which he •wished to ,pl$'~,sent to th·e. :kfa~g, p-romisin0 



hiPI- an 'ihh~ri tanc,e. in th · 
.. e ,ga~cl'l;:;n. of Eden wer.e he to p0ssess· it .. 

.Dav'iii told the king. that if 4e a,c.ce·pted t .hii:. ·book, he would p:rosper,, 

so the kin:~ took. ft '?E.d .gave the ~.oha'.mi!leo,~n thi,tty .cam:1.H·s .·and a, h<?rse. 
' 

Lat e"t", th;a t ; Moh~ed,a,n, went in se:c:r.e t to the king an<:t <Xeno·uhcen .. Dav'id. 

a.nd. tolt. h;i.m 'blia t Jae V(~s no:t-. a Mohahimedan . bu:'t a Jew fr·om_ the wil--. 25 • ,• . . . . . 

d¢r~e,i;.s of Cnabor., 'The quee.p -~•ummone,d ~aV'id and tol.d him that tbe 

king, ·was ~ng_ry and t-l'la.t lie ~ho,ii.l:~ Ie·cJ.ve th~ c.oun:t'r3 art o·nce. Da:v,·id 

t~en qppea:red. 'befor~ the- kiin{s ~JJd. testirift<:l ~o .1:IJ,'&: up_ri&ht ohar.ac'te.r. 

The ~.uee:n i.nte;r~~·aect, tn hi.g behalf s.o tb:e king, gr~nie-d hiJn permi'ssio.n 

~o leave his Gount_r,y. '.t:h.e. king wanted to &ive David se.rvantf~;, ca.me-ts, 

a.pd hors~s~ 'QuJ he wi,sh.ed not,hin$ exc,ept p_e:rm.i.,s·sion to leave, for 

he kriew that he ha:d en .. emJ .. e:s :v1ho, w~re 'plqt·ting ,8£a:in.st hi.m. l:n aci.­

d·ititm, David ask.ed the k-i~t for ane of hi&· ·serv.ant•s . to accompa,ny 

him., an<l s:o the next. morning,. David., liis senant1 -the old m~n, --and the 
2"4 . 

ki;rJg' s ·servant ·aepar:te.d,, 

They c1;o's~•ea ma,11y rivers ,and fin.ally r~a:9he.d. a;. 

place e~_lied sa.nn;3.r wh~·re ~))a.ti]'~ t:he k:eeper Qf ·a ;shrine, li'v·e<i. 

Abad:yah sel:}t one• o:f his· servants; with :David., who led him t .e S:h~ba. 

After a jour-n~y of f.,ive 9'.4-ts·, the,y rea:chetl. Sh.eba . DavJ;d was well 

· db'· •-l''h ··re· n·,,,..,,ed· A. b· .:1r.ami1 amt s.ta.ive,d at his h~Jlle, reee.iv~ . y a; ~an ·" e · , °""' u,A .., 

That n:ight Dav'id -ha.;d.. ,a; :dre~ ir1 which \he splrit of nis ·fat.her -app~axed 

to him ain~ told him t;,0 iea.ve at onc,e or his nii-.e.s.ibn would fail. 

· ·a by the b.rot,h.e . .r of Ab.u.k~il,.. The next morn'i,ng Dav,id· Ie·tt accorn:p~:rae 
~ ~ e 

A.fte.r tetl' day·s, they reached Galla,, · in' 'tlle kilolgdom of Sheba,, und,er 

the. rul.e of Amra.t,n. 

Jj. 
24 . 
25. 



ro~rt ~he: .S~eik Abad ~.t,~~~~~- ':'1·ath whom· D~vio. ,st~~i:e·.;1 -ai:li da_ys•,. Tb,:~n 
,f'-•·e· -.-

D~V.J.:ct. .j,pu:rn,eyeij. 0.n with thJ s ~.:n.e,ik arid teache.4 Do.ngoia. David was 

e,n~iqu,&. to le-av1e the la:n:d of She,l;>a, ~1:; he fe·are.d. !'or his ii,f~,. a,.n~. 

'/\~10 _,Ji'· ·there.fo:ve .!3,.s~ed the ,sheik to le-~q. ,:J 1im t/Q .Ma.;s.tna.:!h the. bo·naer G,i't;y ,of 
• f'l lH.-\i 

;' ,. 

.Sh.e,ba. D:ivid w(~s v ·~ry anx;i.QU.s ;to get to ,Egypt . ln the city o·f 

Alcha'bi:r David was, befl'ie.p:d;~d by. a Meha:nmiedan named Os~, who ad-

yJs.e·d· t:run re·g&rdiri'.g tn~ oest ,and s~t est ·l'Oa:d to .Eg_Yl)t. Osm-e.;n le@.rne'd; 

;'t)l~:t a ~a:r~:van was l°eav,i.n~. for Egy:p•t on the: se-ve'r:Lt.e~ntn 6:f' K±sle-11. 

I~ :O~vid ma~re prep~;:;a.t i,ons to go with the114,, ·iju't . ~fi the ,day tne.f were to 
le-!3.v&, h iq ·~:er:var:t t :ried .an:ct. Dav·id: wai,• unable to c_a:r]\'y tiut 1,\i.s. p:la,n . 

Wctvid a~;pea;l.ed to tne kint for aid. i,n f .inding }).is se.rvc:i-nt. The, ~ing 

t was happy to ser.v~ 1:/aviq i11, thl.$ me;nne;r. a:nc1 the s'ervant wa.e- found, ... t- -~ 

Ji \ '· \\· David• s de.part,ure was ~elayed but h'e fi:na,.ily ·a:w,e~e·ed~d ill leav:i:n~ •. 

( 

nuring hi.s j'ourfleY ti:,· :m):typt Dav.id at~ onl.,, eye·r1 tn,ird Q:81.' ~ he pray·ea; 

co~tinu~lif th.at $ 00. mie;-ht, 'l:rle1:is his mis.si.on with -SUi.:9ess . After 

:(orty-f':i:ve d-a,ys, he rea:cb:'eg.. Rif o·n the Nile Riv:er, .David r .e-maine~ 

he;xe f .or ten. days, and th.en tooK. a, ·pq;a;:t· o-n th~: N:.il:e R,iver bound f0r 
. 20· f) , 

E}WP t .. '-t-f. t t. 1·" 6"i ,...___ __ 

0n Rosh G;b.o:desn Adar 151:t{~ at twilight .• Davi!i 

David· w~nt wi tn a, ~ohammed:an to a -store kept by .a Jew. In thls 

st.ore :h~ •:~,e:t Bt gz:oup 0·,r J.e,wisp jeweler,i:i and asked them· in HeJjrew, 

so that •the Mohammedan w~iuld np:t µncier.s.tand , the n~e: :of t,b.;e :teaifi_ng 

Jew. • • t· h h · r-e(;:iu· est. and he, wa.:s takert te the llou~e 'They co:rnp_lied wi -" ·· lc.S: ':I, 

I: 



~1-t:?,-

David 1, · 
~.s,l'.lle•a Ra'bbi A1nrah~ :·f .0t- pexm:issi.on to remai11 

wt th him tor. a;bou.· ·t thr.e· ·-e o. "' f · · .... . our day~,. He likewis:e to,J.d him that he 

was a ,Jew and tb,a'·t -Jle had, a. s"'_ .. ,,_·re·t t"' t .e,ll h~•m· . H 1 'I.. ..i ~-1>."" · .,.,.. ... ... e a.. e.0 ·.~~~e"' . . .:~i:..:•1,;1.1 

A'li:rahattr to l:;l-ire.c-t h im t'o Je:ru·a~tem,. Ab:ra:ham refused, and Sc!-i.d.: "I 

,am unaille to :p~·rnd.t. yo-u t~ ente·r Jll.Y hou,se,. i~.r you. :have come as an 

j:mp:o·$'tJJ r,, as a. MO'hrunme<i~rh a.nd i:f y.'Ou remain i_n my house y o•u :wi.ll 

·G:~:µ$.e mB .tr.out-le. ·11 AJ)i~sl,ha..m,. ,a'ct¢or.ding·1y d:id hot w.e:ic(Un'e 'h.iin into his 
14,7 

h'pme. 

This Rabgi Ab.raJ:iam .r~fierred. to 'by Dav.id, was Ab­

.rah.am <le Castro, a ;je_w of $pazU:·.sh ori&1n. Poli tie.al ch.ang·es d:n 

~~y:p.t h_ad placed' t h e ~p.atriards. at the head, ol the ,J~wi$h e.ommu.nities,.. 
' 

Egy,:9t tog,eth.~r· with Syri-a. ~:r.u;i Paie:stine, which was so dif'f'i,c,i.lt 

:f.or the Sul tan.s of Oo·n;s ,ta.:ntinppl~, to c;oJ;1qUe,r,, w:as finally conque.re4 

by Sel·im I, who defe-at-e.d the Jilamelu~e Sult,aia in a liecis.ive bat,tl.e 

not f ·a ,r f ·l",om Alejfpo in 1-51?. After hi~ vict6~y, Se.lim :ina:tle Egy;pt 

·a dependE}.ncy- :Ci>f Turkey::. Al;~ahain .de .Cast-r.o was appointed by Sel.im 

(h:nnp.t .roller- ··o:t: th.e: 1lint, ran~ thrQ.Ugh hi$ we:$.itlt he. aoquJ.,red a. gr.eat 

d:ea:l ·o:f f11fluErnce and p:veist~ge ar,nong the Turki.e,kt .o:f'fi.¢.ialfii and 

E@y.ptia;n Jews, Abrah,am was ve•:r,y q.ha,rit:abie·• and g1;tv,e thr~e tbo~.s:and 

g .o1Gi f'.lqrin~ .anim,ally t'I'.> ,char:i t'.Y~· an~: -likew:i-se. took an interest in 
::;m 

Jewiah a.:ffa.i~s •. · It i.s small woncl'er then that' Abr.a.ham:· .refused; to tate 

Da,v·ia int'o 'hi.s home; being .a high official! ll-e it'.¢.ared it.hat troU..ble 

would a;xis-e were it ct•iscovereii. ·tha.t he wa..,s· h:airbori_ng a. Je-w. W:hQ 17:a~ 

dis.guiaed himself .as· a M:oll&m1r1e:dan. .Re: tnus refils~tt to na.v~- a.ny:t:JaiJig 

to :do w.i th: David. 

ffefuseci .ho.ep.'italit~· bt the .J'ews , ·David t.0·9k .u,p 

... t ·t· he, ½o·me' of a Moha:rnnied.~ named Stt•n>adin., repi;tted to re,siden:ce ~ .a -=---

l 
I• 

I, 
I 

1; 

I 
ii ,, 
,' 
I 
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be· ver'g' pttjus~ David. entr t ti t 
, · .: 111-s, e P hi:s car-e some pre.cioirn peSirl.s .,g.n.d 

·~ thousand pie,oe:s Of gold.:, When h~ left te call on. Rabbi kbrahanl •a 

se·con.·d t-:ime •. Whil.e· a · · ·s · ·· · · · · . way, ·~.rpadin, stole, the bo~e.e e.<:1,,nt"aining the.se 

1>rec-ious things, and when David as.ked hil?l to return them, .le ~J.3·­

w.e·red tnq;t if Da'.'7id w,ould marry hi.s d.autht,er, he would re.s•t-ore th'ein. 

D~yi~ ,. of co.urs·e, wh:o natura,llY: op;p.os~l:1 in·temnarri!.\ge,, "Was u.nw,iil_ing, 

and left with h:J;s• ·A'by,:sl?.,.i -nian s0ei'V8Jl,t, f'ol' bis· old i'a,i tntui. d.eaf. and I 

na:med Abt.ahatn Dunatz. For tw& days David :remairteo in th'e room witl).· 

·-i,. • b t · · · · r poke a:· w~r,d wi. th· him.. 6ri. the third da;& David as-.u.1m, . u .ne,ve B . · · . 

ton-i.shed this Je.wia.ll m.ecrehant bye a.;sking him w.b:e·the•t he rec:i te$· 

Ji'V.ki'.1 l'') !~· or~ '.';,:1 l'i.iit., at thfs. ti.me.the J~w told Davld. that he, 

David 

,, ' 



' I 

ct t hantA,, 9,n(% G(Q_d will b,r,in.a 1-"'ur. • ·he· · · t. · 
- t:>- ,,,.,, "' wio.kea o the. .g.Found, an.4 exa.J. t 

the ,lowly, tili ,o:n -h .i €}h, for tne ti;m:e i:e ,ne,ar at hand when you wi.ll 

I 

,-, ' ; I { 

David did not. W'~$b to, tell him that lie waJ, a. Jew, 'but finally in-

t ;iJnat.~d to .}:lim his sece"~~t, X.he Je-we· .. of ·aaz.a, when they learned, 

tna/ti David ;was a. ,JeJN, u.n.li.ke th.e: J'ews in Egypt, we:r ,e: anxioi\;i.s to 

lio'nor him.. Thro:ugp_ A;bral1,a,m :the3 $e.c -ret1y s~n,t Dp.vid breJ~:d, and me·a:t. 

na-~-id remain~d in Ga:z.a 

15.2::3 , he l .eft. ·Q'n- the 
j, 

:.;<t· ~v 
Ma.Ghl)'e lal'l- ,J:l&~ He li>::li'on. 

fjfv$ days,,, and on the ninet:eentb:, ot .Ma,r 

't:vte-nty,- third of Ad?r h~ reached t.lle- Cav-ej of 

.l''he· _l:'iua,:rd,s here, tl'eated hi:zrt kind1Y, for 

they: tho~gbt that he: Wft.S a .. descemjant of Mo,hciromed. They sh'ow,ed •h:i,m 

the· gr~ve,s of' J\:h·r~ha.m, Sa,r~. Isa~c,,, Re·becca, Jacob1 a,nq tea:h. 

Da.v•id t,fives a good desc±,:l.J)tion of these gr,,a;ves in hi$ diary,., a.n4 h:e 
32 

·qn the1 tw~ritf .. fou.~tb o,f ~da,r, l);~vi,,d le,ft He,bron 

for Jerusa.leµi, a;n\11 arr-~,v-:e:i;i t~erl:? on the t:went:,y-.;f,i:fth of Adaf i523, 

and, 'went dj,r.ectl _y, t ·o tJi~ Tem~le. The· Mo,ha:rnmed.an gu'ard.s o.f the Temple 

b<tn().::te:d him a,~d ,showed him the place of Elijah., Da:vid, So·l-0mot1r 

' 't --A 'U h ......... ·a D"' ... ',u,, ; A S-,- a_:tr,-g t_·h._a .t he Abra:h:cµn, Iaa,ac, ·t~~ Pr.ophe. · s, .i:!,:IIIU. JJ<LO ~e · • ""'' "-» J ' . 

· t t · ""''o-_,-,.,.1··-d w"'_n- ted. to t fn_ e. rid. th_e ni;,,<;,,h_:_t k.new .t:n,~t the-ir ,wo,rds were no . '.ru.e. u"'f'•Y . "' ,I;' o 

t .h b t th.. -- .. •--As ""·"'u·--.... -d. h_im,, h, i'd,_1nv:: and fo~cecl him to .leave the . -ere,, u -. e gua·rli,l -· .1.1,;., u .. .., 

prem'ii=res.. The rtext mt;»fn;i.'ng Dav-id p1:otest:ed agai_n·st h.i's• eJeet'ion 

.and the g1Jard.s aJJ:ologJ-zed ,•cµJd · asked his f •o•rgi,v~T<lef?,il ·•, ·T,b,ey to'.ld him 

31.i N,:eu. o_.a: __ u:e-r, op .. cit ., ;p.14:5-14! 
• t Tl,144-145: ·5 2-f ]f:eu~.a:uer.,1 op . .el •· , .L' 

I 

I 
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On the t.o,::p, o-f the eup.ola of tl1e Mo:ti•ed•an ,1nosque .. , 

v1a.s. ,a o-x-e.sc-ent poi.nt,i-n~ t0watds th_e wes.-.. t . Q · 'I,. • .J:l ita'.e. first day .o.f ' 

Sha,bilf>th -1523, it R0lnt,ed .. -toW:aFd the- eas,t a.nd ·the· Moh,~e-dans rega:rd'.ed 

thi.s a.s an ev'il omen., ··c:"' •. .,._,~ ,bec·.-_c:-=·_e· a:_ ,P•r•a· -;._' _;,i; . •~ =• .1., ~u Tpe Eldei:.~ ,of th:e 1W.ilcler-

nees 'r,.;;1.d told. David. 'that when ;h:~ waul,¢1 '.see t.liis• sie;n, he -shi;,µld 

:iea·ve .fo.;r R'°ni.e: inimedia tely ., A:ecording,l ,y, .Dav,td. went lelo.w the. Temple 

a.na d:i:d a~ th.e ·E.1d,ers had c.dl'.ilmaiu:l.ed ;tri~, and the ~Jg~ :re"turne~ ·t ·o 
35 --· -··· 

its fo.·niter. po;s,i tiort. 

Da,;,id: the·ri vis-it·e.:d- the Mount, of Olives and Mouttt 

Zion, ~d l _il(~wi.s . .e a mp.:squ~ a:no. a --cl;l.q,;r._ch~ ·1cn Jeru-&a.l.e14-. f>av·id visi·ted 

13. J.ew n~_eq Abrqha_m. , an§ ~'el·ton.l~hed him by· .Q'.s:ki.n,g ;wl?,e'tihe.ra"-''•1 i'!, 1 A, or· 

6 .(9•il ii'?t~ is "Qetng rec-ited. D~vid did not· tell Abraham thEl,-t .fie, was· 

a: J~w until he 'lfisited }'lim a third time,, out. even then refu.stHi to 

tel1. him a.bout niie mission, sa;yit.Jg:"1 am g_oing. f ·0,r a. e;.oo<i ~au,s-e, bµt 

it is a secret a.rid ·t am ·UnEt.oie to :t·e.v:e~l it." 1>avid .a.s:ked.. ,Ab.rah.am . . .. 36 
to d.raw hi-:tn a map pf V:e.nice, Rome,, and PorW,ij.a;I., which lie did •. 

On th.e tw.er;rty- fo.urth -of Sivan 15g3,_ David lef't n 
37 ,.,L . 

le,rusa:le_ni . }l.Pd a.r-riv-ecl, i_n G.Bi-za a.gaifn on the fifth ,o-f· '.r?lmiluz:. .Fo-u.:r · ~~ . . . .·· . ---~- - v111. ? I 
ei4 e·r• v·i'i;i ,~ed David, and he O<>n.fided. tu ·them. that he wa• a Je.w, and e,, J ~ I! 
t.h!l,t his o1:d:er bmther Kine;. Joseph !iulM pv-e,: three ·hun;lcre4 th<fil<laild // 

:-5-6. 
3?. 

Dava.cl a,llow,ed himself to be lo·ck.e.li. il?, the- -¥950.,Ue of Omar. 
·N. 'eub0 uer ·o-n • cit• • p. 145"" 0 - , · · ,:p · · d. t 1· 1 ·, ~·•. ' · .::; - < . 14'7. Da-:vid d.oes; not o.es·er:.1. e ~n f; _~ 
Ne~bau-er j • op.. o l t-. •. p. .. ;, that he. carried o'u.t.' th.e Elders• 
-what he· d.:i.d. e:X,cept to ,_e.,aJ · · 
conll'nand:. 
•Neiaba,;.u,:e-r, 
:tre:1fo.a.ue-r ., 

,, 



Tha:t .niglit they site and drank 
wit.le, Whic'h Dav.id tells us· was :ti-. . . · ·· 

3e ' · · · · · · .. ,e. fi.rs:t .h.e ha:d t8,sted since he left 

·cnaP'or. In -Oaza ])a.vi~ was.. "'·r ·"'·"'.t ·ed .. w·.e·ll '"' ··"'. ,., .,...,. u.., tbe Jews t.he-re f e·&pec.:i:a:l·lf 
bY -Ra..b:Oi I ,~hmaeJ.,. and flabbi n· · · ·1 

atn~ • ~ :tich, hono:ra:ble,. ·~n4 pi.or.rs Jew. 
David wa.s , anx±·ous-, h9w·e:v-er t · , · · 

. · .. , o. 11.ea;ve. f'bl;' RQme·t and asked hi~ friends 

in ~•a;ia to :pt-ocur:e a bol;.-t for :him ~tring t0 Ale'J!;a;ndria.. The~ l.ea:rned 

tha:t a. boat was. leav.i~ fol' namie·tt·e tliat. ·week, anq·. teJJ<.t thi-s :t_o· 
. 39 
~~vtd w.ho made preparBttio:r;rs to iea:ve. on the 'fifte.entli of T.a.mmuz 

I5.~3., Da;vitl le.f-t Gaza, .. and atft'er ~- two: ,.days tl!.ip a±J;"iv~q in ~~ie:tte.
40 

Her,e. he m:et ~alibi. Mbr.dec,(i.:!..,. with w~orn he. a:pe:nt th.e .Sabb~t}1_. The next 

day, Davi,ct. left for ·Alexandrla:, :a:nd a.:rrive_a ther.e ~n. the twehty ... fourth 

In Ale:xandTi:a Davi4, :lti:et the C-abbalist I RabbJ .Mor-

4e;C(S.l, ,to .wn-om he c.Qnf:ided- hie, identity antt 11i,s. •desire to to ta 

RQm,e ·., Mqr.dec:a,;i. adv.'ise.o; ,hiin, ·t ,o· ,v-iej,t. t,b;e con.sul.; Parvici: •!li4 $.Q, anti 
' 

told the: consui ·the. fol.lowing.: tfi 'anl tJie· b.rotp:e,r of ,the, lci-n& e _f' 'th,e· 
- • • ' I 

:wilderness :of C)labp:a:-,. and I l,lave ·COlil~ ,at the• c.ozrlinaJ.'tq of ~ · brothe_r 

Kin,g Jof:?-el)h and ttie f\eVeij\y $1de-,::•s, and my de,s.ire. is to e;;o to: tne 

':Pop,e, and . .afte':iz :t.b:?- t te tlle· Kine; of Portugal.. There.-fore. ad.vise me 
. 41 

wn.at 'I snoul:g do, a11d proc·ure me· a ·ship i .p. wn.ich l may l~aye ~" 

Tri'e •c:o~~Ul a.dvia-ed hi:m to wait fer ,a b,o.a;t g~ing to :Venice . David 

hired ,a, m~n by the. na.me of' .Joseph., a Neap·oli.tan, to. act as hi.s intel'-

pret - . b t ~h _ J/ohaminedans obje'cted. sinee he .. wa-s a Jew;, Dav:i:d Iiea-asureiL . . .ex. . u ·1,;, ~ .. ~ .• 

·t· r",_,s' t,,.;o:ii'tn-v Da;Vil:i ~p· en.t Res}]., ·them . that Joseph. tl:iough a Xew., wa,s "' · " · , · ·;; • 

H~sh~n:ah and t~e .other- nolldays, the.i;e art'd then l .e.f.t on a. b9·a,;t going, 

38; 

41,. ibid. 
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A_rr.,ivine; in V'.~nic.~, .D1:1.:v:la we.nt, t .o the 9-aptain ' .a 

b.~u.s,e, and ,spent six da.-Y,$ ·there ta:sting ,~nd ;pr~y•lrig.. Jo,seph, David •.s 

s·~rvan.t, tp;td ·the .Jews ot Venic;i-e the.t Dav.id w~s: a jew and. i:n their 

ci t.Y. ~en the Jewa. h~a-:rd th.i,e, t.he.i sent 'til Jew ·1)y th~ n.ame of' 

$.lk:a,Fla.p, ang. ~no.thex b.y the n:mne -qf ~a.bb.i ~o:se.-s. Ka-shti-le,t :z! to vi~it · 

him.. navi~. ,a.~ked ~fo,ses· 'for· money fbr JcH,e_ph ·:wrto-, ·-w:as p~or ,and sick. 

liose;s to1d D~v--iq to ·C-£/Ufe' with Mm to the, ,gh.e,tt0l :W.O,,,eJ""e ne WOU.ld. me.et 

t)le Pa"!la~r!Ull who "!01114 decide 'Whetl\er lu, Shoul\l. r~f"i"~ the !l!Qae;y,. 

rm. the. ,ghetto Dav._i ,d tne·t Rabl>i Matzliah a.n'd ~a:ob'i Ghf3,f¥~fl, to ~l:l'om ~~ 

told t'ha:t he was a J_ew ·f .r..om the: w-iid¢l'cra~ers of -Oha.t,o.r
1 

and t ·ha.t the 

s,eventy e;lders haa sen"t, him on .fl. miss-;on. Dc1:vid tf;ll,ls us 't.b:g.t wlien 

tliley h¢aro• this they looked upon h.irt1 as }.)ij'ing ~ _fpol~ Dav1~ as~t;!cl. 

the J"E:tws to ,$end him some wine, but the-;y. r.e.fus-e-d. The Jews ~n 

Ve-n ic,1e we:re n.o·t · very ,,n:osp,it-~;:il.~ t .Q Da:v:-i~·, and .t1,_10\U~h he- finally' 

ab~nd<;i.ned his di-sgu:.i~:e a:·~ ~-1.lo\p.annneg~l'h ~nrj. llli~a.e ~i:mse-lf J(nown as: 

a Jewi,sh a.mb:ass-ador, .,yet- he di_d .not en-j·oy t~e w~;µq. re.ception which . . - 42: 

h-e h~d ·ant.ieip~te&, 

Anotn.er Jew .named &bbi Simon visi tea David, ~!nd. 

said to hi1n·; 11 I ha-v.e, hea:rd that you h~ve been i;;_.en,t :on a. ln.i:ssi_o.n to: 

1/-3 
a.nd. I .will send t¥lO J~ws al:0.n-~ ,witn ,y.ou, and will pa.1 ,all. the expen,ses. • 

4'2. Ne1.fl)au~x:J oi:i.c,i.~., p.lc6Q 
143. -ibid. 

r 
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Re.uQeni' ,s ~ppea:ua.nc·e in :$..1.:!rQpe wa.:s re:c:e:ived by El~nga-r.i,an .Je:ws· .t.n 
46 

l:~tte:re .f;t'QI.Il Dar.na~·cl:ls, unct:e·r · th~ rul~ C?f S1:1leim_an, I!, the Mag:nifi. 

oen t, 15~·0-1~.66 ,. the ':rl:l-rks ra;pi41¥ exte,ndea 'tne-ir sway. The Bl a-ck 

S-e~ w.~s p_raci;,.ic-ally· a Turkish 1~~:k'e, a'nd 'the· whale E'lllpnr~tes valley 

w·1 th .B~gdad had fallen i:nto the Suita,n.·' $ · p~w~,.r.. The· norct¥.J.e_FJl CfY~_st.s 

01,f· Pd':,;ica .ac.1¢owledged the su:ri,r:,ema..cr of 'Sule.:a.n:,ia,.n;· Vf:hos-e se~ pow.er i p 

the Medi t.e.r:rartean ·had b·e:come :a, £ag:to:r· to be r~cx~·ned with in Eur.d;We-ah 
·, - . 

po-lit-ic-1:1. •Sule·iman dev-ot.e(l.. m~}' yea;rs ~o the t':dctension. of his power 

in Eti-rQp~. In 1§21 he declared. war •ag,ainst the· kin,g o,f Hungary, pn 

the Ifr-e'.te·~t that he had reoe,ived no ,liur,ig,a;.r:ta.n C'Ol'Jg:r~t~1at!~ns Ori his 

•
1
~ acces:&j.on to the thr:bOEl, and besieged Hung:a~y until ,154.1. During ~he 

· • t ~., 1 Euwct:i;e wa9 a:~t.onished· that the ·-T.u,rk,e 
year 1'52-:3'... B;ie-ger ·,s,..,~, f;lS, ~ 4:! 

44. 
45. 
46. 

47. 
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48 h.a:d ,nad,e'. no attack Otl H . ' ·~ .. , . 
· un~ar~ ln rog3_~ :s.om..e. ·sar it w~.s because o:.f 

a _great p_las;.·.ue r.:a:g.t,n°_ ill t,,,e. ·o-.i-•·i·.e·n··t. Th v ·t· J 
le> u " . e, · ene 1?-h . ews cla,imed, 

hoi\vev..ex. oh the basis- .9:f tho,e:e lett ·e.rs ! t4~:t th·e re .. ~sotl -,,as• th~t .a 

lar,~~ -number of J\fw.a who h,a;d; lived r:o:t two. tfiou<S~d ·ye•ars in. a ~li:s­

t'ri·c t . in lnd'.ia., had n·ow moved f ·onzar,rl Jn t:lae direct1Qn of' Je·.tu.sa..le'.!r1,. 

a;n.($ d'~a~&ed. th~. 1attet ct-t-:r· f. ro.m the 'c'ultan·,,. · 0 S00)1 after, Dav id 
. {9 

Reuheni w:as he.~ard .of-, and he s:Ubs,ta;ntiated th_i.~ 1-a:tt~r 1;e,p.o:rt. 

r ~ 5.0 
1&2~. bm.:iedlately u,p;on his· -a:rri:vai in- R~me·, h:e ro'd.e to the Va:ti:c.an 

ort -<3l white horse with his s.e-rv:a.n.t ?>Qd with h.is- int•e'T-p:re•ter. and: l.'$:Q. 

ain interview with Qfirclitral G.iulio i :n the ;p.re.aence of other Oard.inal~, ~-~4 .. - --
Ra.obi Jose"P,h A.shkenaizi, the te.acher of Giulio, -and th~ ·s·el'iolar Joseph. 

Z.o rfe s i. '!he ..Cardinal re,c e iv•ea David. very, eo:rdially I and i:rrv i t -e'd 

wi'th n-im 1 and ..P•fo .. m~~,~t t ·o• _i:n,t•o·m tbil? .Pope 9-bout his arri·val. 

tJ.ie ,S;E),p·b~th ·wi_t'h Ea.b.-pi Joseph k.sh)ce:nati , a.ad went ·· to· tne 

synag,ogue f .or the purpose, he. te_il.'1~ ue_,. 

"to ~han.Jc ·Go.g for hie s-afe•, ~rriv..:J.l';. 1Gard.ih'al '(Hullo $,iJ.cceeclec:l .i ·n 

hav:ing, F9pe Gilemerit VIl (1.52€i .. 1-534) grant . tla:v.ia ·~ :aµdience ox.a Sun­

day mornin~ at e·leven. 

ho.us~ and to(Jethe-r they: w-e:nt t,.o• th~ Vi3;t:i,c·ap. 'l'he Pop~ rec.e,iv~d lJa;vid 

yer'j :Mraoi:·ou:sl,y, a:.ncl Da,vid $.poke a,s f~fllows•·: i••K:inlt. Joseph and his 

e lde.r ,s conunanden ,xn,e, tq, s·l}e~ ·to you,., that . you tn.a.ke: p:e..e,..ce by a:11 

" :rnea.ns be.tv,ee,n the En):pesror ,anci t:~e- .King. of F:xa.tio'e., s·o that it. will 

be good fo·r tne.m.. .a,;:n~ for .yp·µ. Write .a letter for me· to those two 

.. , ·. ·th t th·~-¥· wil'i .hel'rl us.,·, an~ we i,n turn will hel~ the_m, r.l;LJ.e,:rs ·$0 . a. r 

I 

l 
l: I 
)~ 



an.d al:s:o wTi te .a lette"'\ t. o.· 51 
.L Pre~t~r John.~ 

In th,~-a.,~ Wb:ra:a Dav-id, r~vealed hi.s secret mission 
•' C 

to tke P6pt· alo~e , . .,,,.,.,,d ·- k d- ,,. 
- QU, · ~$ -e ,,rim. to .ihterc:ede betw~eJ)· tlle Emperor 

O.ba:rles v·, an,q_. F·r.ancis I~ Itip,g of ~rari'~e • a·o tl;la;t they mi~h-t ~ ke.. 

pe.ace· a nd· unite thei~ forces ai&ai.nst the· ·Turk who po·sses-seci the 

-H·: "'. lv Lan_· d. n· av1.· " l · · "' ., -- - - . a. a ,SO r .e'f.!iles:ted that; lett.er':;; l)e _sent to Joa6· III 

of P'ottug;a],. an.d to Pr."'S•t .er Jo·hn, · ... · :f t ,..,_ "H•e oxmer, o fu:r;fl i sl'l snlp s, gun$·; 

a.n_' · d ammun·i t ion t K · 1 - - , ,o · l l;l'g 11'E>-8Efp~, and ·t~e latte_r to he· irrd•uce~ to 14,nite: 

r,i..i·s 1' o:rc,e.s· w1 t~ those 0 £ Jo se,ph' s ,. ·so that th:e .at t-a.ck a:g~±n.s':t the_ 
Jl :1 , - ,. - . . 52. 

·0s em r41_~t ·te m:ade- from hoth sides. )l'ne J?o~:e answered that. he· was 

unable t ·o ma;ke pe'.ace be:tw.eeri the Em.pewo:r ch.~1:tJ.es V and Francis i, 

Kinil5 o·f France... Js[e to:1-d. him.~ h@we.v~ri. that he woul:d viri te to th~, 

K1ng of Po.rtu,gal and \vou•ld, -;see t .o it tha,t t-he la.:tte.r would help lilim .• 

The- Po:p,e wa..s co.r.i.b'er.ne.,1. a'bout -Da:vid • •f?. i;;:emf:t:>rt, ·a-p.'d told t .he J,e-ws th~t 
.5~ 

he wo-u1.d pay all lhe. =ex:p.e.n:s~l;i in(mrre,q. i _n honori-ng .1:t.a;v.·id. 

It s.e.ems ~tr:an:a.e indeed, that PoJie· :Clemeit't V-I I 

s-b,oui¢ h,av:e take.n s:uc.h an, i nteres·t in David.. if., .bow.ever., we ooneride,r 

th~ _hi~:to-1,!y rlf ~)lat fime, arid the'. cha-r :~¢ter .-of ,Ql~ment VII, we will 

r~-a.dily und,er-p-'t;_a;n~ ~VPY J)av'itl -wa-s s:o. weJ.J,. rec~iv-ed·. Pope .Clement V1I 

was bot:n 1n. l4,~78, ~nd die,(i '0?1 .Se:p:tenfbeN? 2.11_, +5'34. 11e w~-s born a few 

months, af.t~r ·th.e -a:~~th of }:}:is father Giul :iano•, w'ho was slai_n at 

Flor..e;nce in -tn.e di:;turbanc,~s wl:d~l'l fbl lowed the Fazzi q:qnspiracv. 

Altho-ug}l his- p_at--ents hEtcl .na•t :oe.en: •p:rop:e.l;'ly, married, t;h.ey ba:d, it ·w_as 
' 

-al,l .ege,a, been li>~trothed pe.r, s,ponsalia. d.e prq.senti, and thei'r so·i'l 

later becam..e c':l, .. ement 'VII, w.-as declc:rte~ ille~l ­
Gti.ilio de Medici,, who 

5'1. J:fe,-u'bau,er., op. ci~~. , p.15J.- 152 
52·. :-eioerfe_ld, op. c1.t •, P~ 15 

s~,. Neuba1:.1,er., i.l:>.id • 
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tima,te. As c!.· y:o.u.th! he wa:s e.duc.sted 
"" b~ :h.i s uncle , L~J+el1..to the 

M~ffnif:' ic;:_· e·nt . J:te wa•:o ,,.,,,.,,..:i ·· ,.,, · · · .,, , ... .,.,ue a Knight- of .Rhodes•. and: (}rruJd Prio.r Qi,' 

Ca,,p_ua, and Upon the e1· t · · ··· - · ·· . eG Hl'n of :t1.i1:? - G.aue.ip: Gi-ova.nni de M.e'ciici to 

the. I'a,p~·cy ~s Le·o X he i-- - • · · · . -_ .. , • · ~ec.-ame a pe,r ,s0.n of g;re:at c.P:.P~eq:u;:e·t;r~e . Qn-

s:e:9tember 2,31 • 1'51'.t 1.. . 
- • · . .j, .. ue was ma<):e a t:: 'a±ainal rand be-came the p.r.im.e- .mover 

of the Papal :eolicy du.ring_ t .b:e w:n.~,J:e: of I.e.o ' s ponttf'icat.e,. Re :was 

ort.e tl'f' :tb:.e. ;.,.,,_:,-.s··"'·· fa,.,.,o""'e"'3• - · ""' "d' t ·· · ... ~, IJ ,. · :a., · u canui .a . :e,.s· in th~ pro:,tra~ted conc,Iave watch 

re·sult,ed: in t-he electiofl o-P Adri1"'n. ,.,I. A. ft A ' • · "' "" " · er dl".1.an s. d.e/3.t.b: .. on 

Se~t~mbe-r 1.4. 15\2,3 , ·o.a.:rdirral d.e Medici :was e1.e;o•ted P~p~ <;>n Novembex 

1:8, l'!523.. HJ.s ~.JJe.~ti0.n: wa::§ ha,;i,,.led ..a.:t Rome With mtich r.eJoic•i ·n&, 

Cl:!:;,n~-nt .fcru:nd. t-he pelit,,tca.J. ~n~ r:~Iig:i.o,us ,s;itu,ation very ee:~i.ou.,s 
5·4 .. 

at that. time. 

.Jil.is ru.le was during ·a 'V'!.e.r,y, tr,c:rublo.Ns p.e·riod • 

.Op tb,e one li?,nd he· had to· f i~ht Lu,t.her and 'thE! Re:to.nnati·on , ·wl:.tich: 

w2.;s-: ·steadily :e;a'.bl"l,ing ~rso-and., :a..n4 \bneat,ened to undermine· 1;,h:e ;p9w.er 

of'· the. Pa:p.ao0 ;, and on t:h.,e- a.'t,ller, ChJ3.J:le-:s °V'" s atnbi t .ion t0 add to hie 

g.qzna-in~ of S-p-~-iii an~ Ge.rm,ariy-, al'St;>· I't:aJ.y . If 'he s:t.rov:e w'i t .h Ch,a.rl:es, 

V. the. la-t:t .,rr imeour~gt}d th,e -R,e:fclrm·ation , a;_nd ti he bec·c!ltle itec:01.1ciie.4 

with. him,, :rta;:;l.y '·s fr.eedom would btr thre!,'1-ftened. 

Pbp:e, C.lem.1:m't- t:reci-teci the J:ews v.ery w.ell. :Those 

in Avignon,, (iJal!•~entras.,, a~d f},Qme p:a-rt~ of Fra:nc'e,, w:er e giv:e-11 ·a. gfe~t 

de,q,l of J.ibe:1·,ty and d-id. not have to wear the b~dg.e. Many Je·w;S f -rolll 

Spai.ii, sett-led there and w'e:re allow:e,d t9 carry on \-r~qe. ll)ryo·ne who 

moles~ed tb~fm, wa:.s e~ccnumu.nicat·ed. The Cn.ri-st.ia.11.s p-rote.s.ted to·
5
:h~ 

.Pope aifalps':t. this t .re.~t~eri•tj but; be · refused to 11·e.ten te t,:hem, 
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VII, alm.ost a.-11 hi.storians, a.re J::i'car· e·ed. H l 
-o e was an talia.IJ, princ·e, a. 

de Med ici, and a diplomat first , and a spiritual leader afterwards . 

Hi~- iJ:ttellige:r1ce was of hi~'h ora"'er , t ·,n· ou,;h ·h.1· s · · 
0 o . di_plotnacy was feeble 

and irresolute . On the ~ther h d h. · 
~ . an, ls private life was free from 

reproach, a.rid he had many excellent impulses , but despite good int~n-

tion, all q~~lities: of heroism and greatness ,must emphati.cally be 

denied him. Clemen·t was constantly wave-ring, a.nd .like most of his 

contem:p.oraries, resorted to astrology. He was forever looking tor 

&upport, and felt that i~ he helped David, he would have his support 

and the help of his followers. 

. 
Fromised aid by the Pope, David left the Vatican 

rejoicing. The Jews .arranged b.eautiful living quarters -for »avid 

at the nouse of" a Jew narneJi Jqaeph where };le s:t;ayed six we-eks. While 

there, :Cavid .fasted, s i x successive days and nights and then drank 

s.o.me boiled wa,ter, Which .J.ose.ph prepared for him.· This. made him very I 
I 

sick and he was in a serious condition . Re Left this pl~ce and went l 

to a r:oomin~ house kept bv a, Jew named Yotn-tQ'V Ha-levi. This _place 

did not appeal to the aes thetic sense of David , anu he as~ed Rabbi 

Joseph Z.ox:fosi to permit hlm to s·tas, -~'tr h i s home until h.e recov·e-red.. 

He gladl y invited David to his home, and he remained there thre_e 

months. During that time, David' was .hoverin5 betwe·en li.f'·e and 

de,ath, but due to the careful attention of Zorfosi's mother a nd sister 
57 

Dinah, David recover·ed. Af-ter his rec·over_y, David wanted to leave, 

'"/f.-( J--A ;/JI . f: l·I\ 
and ~Q went to ,the l.l.ouee Q.f Rabb-i1 ~!os~s Abo drehin where he was ---given a beautiful room, .Moses had three sons, Jo~eph , Samuel , and 

I$aac, who mirii1;1t.ered to David' e wants.. Moses' .also had a daughter w;ho 

w~s well versed i n the Bible , and kne~ how to pray . While ~avid 

f6. Cat}J.olic Encycl opedia : vol.4;p. 2? 
57_. Meu:bauer. op . c it., p . lp3,- 4 
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for fear. th·a.t h·e· m,; • ~.,'h. t, · .1. • _ ... esu :coni.ratrt . .the d.ise~•se . 

thou_g]:l_tf'ul, a:rr.a,ng~d ,$.. pi.ace. for Dav'id at 4is l}rot}1er• a·· h0u.se, 

'FtabQi ;(sJtac. Thts hou~'e , w:as v<tr:y- ug),y ati.tl had •a bad .odor. I-s~ac., 

.and h..is wi·f ·e whe :was vet~ 'int-e:liige:nt • .tri.ed.. io nw.te Davi.a ,as 

c.em.t:o·rt.~'b],e as _po,s.sible ; 11a.vid was n~t pl:ea.sed with thes.:e. living 

qua;rter;s; and: 'Wa.i:$· a.$.lJamed wn.enev.er t.he Christian off:i;·c1:als· vis-i tea 

J'li?p , :Da,;vicl: wrot.e . ir'.IJ;.e bar.din,~ th~t h~ was n;pt sa.tis'f':i:eti. with hfs 

present st1rr0uridirtgJ:i: sinee th~y wel'.'e .p.o_t i:n. k_eepi,~g w.i:;th hi-s po:si ti:on 

a.s an a:tnbas,sad:or. Whe.n t'he. Ca.rdiria1_ .heard t'his, he qppima;nd~d hi~ 

0ff ioi;fr .s. ta finlll .a be:autiful norn.e fo-r Bav-ra... Tiiey carri.ed, <S)Ut 

~is .order .• an.4 Dav,id was put U.P in, b:ett~r qt.,Ca,rter!ii, The· 6ar.d.1;nal 1 $ . 
.r1. 

offieials p~id t.he rent. a.ncl s~· t0, .it th,.a.t DaviGi: wa~• made coin,f'ort.a:P_le. 

Iia:v id-' s 9~ rvq.11t$ loy·ea .hll'.ll and serv·ea ¥iim witfiout ·conipehsa tinn ,, 

him whe:r.e:ver he would .g,o. David 

Dav.id, wa:s t'o:rced. to dis­

charge .Joee.ph· wn.om he had 'brought. from C~mafa..1 for- h.e continl!l.a.lly 

o·uarrelled w·i tli t ihe othe.r &ervantth Jiasepb: had a,,l..s,o spoke.n 1:1,g,~dnst 
:;,,,,, . . - ::-- -

Davi~ te. the Portuge.se -~b~s;P:a.do.r Don ~ituel de s·11v~ .• who was 

de,sti:n.ed t :o bec·om:e thie. rele:n-t.J.e:ss em~mY oJ Davtd throlil!',,¥.i the r:est 

of hi-s lif,e~. J'..o0se:}!h to-id non_ Mig.uel ~fiat Da:v'id ha<i come o:nJy. .f OT 

tl1,e pu.,1\p,otre: o-f 1.eading th~- Ma,rranos ·back to Judaism. WJ,l·.en the. 

58.. N'~ub.a~e::t·, op. c1 t. ,. -P·• -154 
59. N\rnb,a;uer , o·p.ei t. i p.155 
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Ma.r'rt:i;nos. 0 f Rome he:a.r.d this th:e-Y- .carii:e, to David,. and to.l a: •ni!:11 t.ruit 

"th~y we:re gt>;ln~ t:o kill ,J o~~..P~:• El..\-t David .im_pl:ored them n.o-t to 

dQ this I cl,z\d pro-mis~d, t'° <ilis0cha.I'hJ;:8 Jose:p)l,. W.hJcb. he ,aee.ordi:nglr 
60 

d .Ni . 

No,t 1.o~_g -afte:r 1 · tne.- l)ar,d·:irtal. sen-t news t9 David 

tl'1a.:t ,h.e wae: lea:v ing 'for ·a, twQ mqn-th:s $t·ay in Vi t~rbo,, but h:e to lei 

D~Vid ithat the -Po-pe' s s .ecre·tary. would ca.rr_y out his wishes vm-±ie '6.l , . . . "• . 

i!:e was ay.;:a;Y~ Af.t ·er the Oa.r~inal J.eif t ,1 Dav id felt tha:t he i1eeded 

9pmeQli~ ~•th9 would act -~ . i.µi IJJ.'le.-i't1rete r · be·t:we~ir the Pope. ,and him­

self'. H'e ine,t a Jew by ·tpe name "Of Rab'l:?i Dan.Iel of Bi.a.:.a,. -~~d :b.ec~e 

vtell a .c9.uain'ted 'with him. Raob.i Daniel of Pi'5.a was a t:i;ch, honor­

able,. and wiptf Ca;bb?;list. He· ·wa;Jii a rtr.e.a t .. fe.:i1,0r-i t-e: -of the Pope;1 
. 62. 

lived near h±rn. ~nd. ,e1't.~.n h:a:~ a:p: '.a,uo:i:~nce, with hi.m. L_ar1iel' $ full 

na_m.e Vl&,s Rabbi Dani-el b.en Isa;~c ·of ~is~. D11t'J'.lie·l wa.s a:nx:i,ous,: ·to 

ha:ve ~ stfi.ong Jewi.sh euriununal. or:~a,n:i:·za·t.i<i:rt. .Af't,er ·more the:n t:w.entY 

rlch banke.t-s an:d ~.e'Vfeta1 ri~h m.enrb:exa., .. or the, Jewi\sh community ~ad 

a,gre1;d, ·wttb, -~ iin p-is pro~.QS{:l).~ ,. he oeJ~an hi,s -wQrk Q..f xe.org.an-izat:i:9n. 

'l'f,te ,or1;s-at1iza.tion of a council con$·i •s·t ing or sixt·y members: 'V>(h.ich . . . . ' ~5 

ta.s exist-ed clown to the p .. re-·1;iertt can b.e tr.~.cEfd bai·ck ·tQ·. p.i)n_. naniel 

became, a . too.a frie:rl'.d' .. of Da-V.i.d rt,. in wh.om t :he· latte.r · con:fided his 

:plans" De.via. $'Ulllillofled Irauiel el.IJ..d' ~a1p. to him: 11 I see• that i"OU, ·a.re 

1:r0 110.t1e.-d. b,e.for,~ the -Pope and Cardinals~ and tha,t ·you ac;re a l1re-.a:t :alltd 

.., h I .::i _:' e!:l.•1·· re·, t'~at,:. :,,o. ·u···· a.e·t .a-s a::n i ,nte .. ~:n-xe.,ter an'd ;futviser wo·'r'c:..,;,.y man.. ui _ u " l:' 

be tw~~n the ·:Pop,e and my,i:n~lf; ,a;)::jfi tn.a:t- yo.u ,eh:ow m~ the: rii n't way 

'f o:1!' the -s.a,Re 0f th:e 1.ov·e· 0-f. ·God.., anti th:~ l0v-e 0.:f King Jose'.ph -~ 

'6$. 'N,eif6aue:r,, o_p. e.it-. , p.~T5'6 
61. i,bid. 
-6 ~ . i .b:td. 
63. JH eg.e-r:, op,. o:i t. ,. P·• ~O· 



brcfbh_e.r an~ hi'•s eld-.e:rs frQlfi ·the ·\1.rilde:rnef!s of ChapoT ,an& the 1.,0 v·~ 

of liis ;r;rf:H)p,le 'I-s:t~el. A,nd. God wi11 honor s,ou vd'it.h more hcmo_r ~ha):] 

you now enj,oy b~caus¢ -of yo~ir s.~,ryice 'in- H-is o·eha.lf. t have cotrle 

-fr.om the: e1ast to· the ~1.e.s·t to E>erve God , and to sh.Qw •D;zy, love f-or· 

l ,1?rae.l , i'b.~ tltey a.we untL&r the rtile qf' Christi ~ni ty .~no. Moha.mme4.a,-n­

ispi, it Da:rid then cont.ir:tVte~ ,t:0 ·t ;e<ll him .eve,rY,thtng,, because he· 

sa.,id th.at .Daniel wa.~ an up::rig.,h:f,. a.n!;\1 g,0,94 m:~. De.n,,ie·l wa:s in tali 

acco:rd wi1}h David ' s plan, ·and pt.omiseci to do a.11 in ·:p.is' iiow:er t.o 

h .el.p hi'm; aa,diil'g tihat he would not bu~lge ·.from Rome u rtti l he would . f>4 ~ ', 

r.ee~.ive: ~.1.l th,.~ dQ':G'tmletltj3; f0r .Da.c"v-i,,d f:r~ the Poiie. The next day 

Diav ici' .q:t'l~ D~u,i.ie:i ~'.PP~}ar~d ·oe:f'o.re the .Eo:pe a;;p<l were treg.t.:ed v~ry 

c.or.o ially. David to l d the P-0pe t'h~t ·1:ie ha.d al1;.e~"q,~- a.:p~nt ~lm.ost a 

yetfr in R'.om:e., and that. tt -wa·s. b:is ,aesit·e. to· have· the Pope w.r:it,e 

to• Pres,ter Joma, and to, all the Gli:ri~tians throuiJJ.. whq.se· cotmt:r.:r 

he. e:ll:p~cte'Ci to· pas·s .. The Pope p:i=onxiS.>e<:1 'tl:ui,t he. vwuld cap,ry out. 
65 

his r~quest, •anQ. Dqvid .an_d Dani·e·•l le~·t the: Vatican ieJ:oic,i:nij• 

Da:~ id in. his diary g ives o.:sj ,.a pic~U.re ·ef tpe Jewis}1 

eommuni·t ·:r in. Rome in th.¢ id~t.e~nth c,en,tury. He,\!red: toward e,a;0h 

ot.lte·r Wa:-!3 ,p,l?-eva1.ent. A:r:rogan~e S:gail'l_st ·co- :reli'.gionist's and f 'lat tery 

towa:r~ the g,~nt,ii~s wa.~ tn.~ Q~stom. Ih Rome at that time ther~ 

w.e.re- m.~:r:i.Y ixrf'c,r.mers·, Da,vid en-e-0unte.re:d ·t wo. pf th~m, n~e'.lY Reuben 

ano another, Moses; 'Latinp . ~eubet:1 was ve_ry :wic'ke;Gi c!,,llP' Would' alwa:~s 

f -J.atte'r the ~e't-1:t-i_:Le,e.- H,e spoke l?G'anda_lou•s, t:nin&/S' abol>l.t• :DaYid to 

the .card i·rta·i :s and .s:-ecr~t.-a·.r.ies · o.f: the- P0:pe, 'out tl1ay• r e-,fused t g l'i~dt_en ~~ . ' .. . . , ., ' . 6.6. 

him bec~use tb~Y mew the1:t h~ -was· -very w-icked.. At!,oth~r info,rme.r 



told the. l?.o.pe ·that :t/avid wafl an ixp.p9..wt.~-x, arrd tlJa.t he e-h:!:><Uld be ,, 
butne9 $.1:. an at,tt.o-d.a,,~.f'e . The PDJre be,c'rune v:ery a-ng;-;y wfre-~ J?._e, he?.rQ: 

this,. and )1:ci,a. n.im arr.e•ste,d an& '$~$1:te•nee.a to life·- imp· riso'runent on 
' 67 .. . . 

e· c·on'v'•ic,t shiJ;l• ,.Moses- :wa-S; ,l'~e-wi~,.~ ~n enew.,y. .0:f Davia.' a, and he 

s,p.O'~e agg;i;n,st him ·.to Do·.n M'i,g~el, the amba~sa...a~·r ot: the' Iu,,n.~. pf 

Portugal. M!))S.E;fS wa11:te,a. ttl marry Dinah, t'he sis•ter· o-1.' ~bbi Jos~ph 

Zoi'..ft>ei .• ·uut ·she, was 1,~n:willing. .M'<'!lses thou,t:'.,h:t .. tliat . .Da:vid had •spoken 

as~.i'nsit ·>him to Di'na.h,~ wh~:irreupon b:~ ret~l±.~:t:e~. bf .flt,,0.in,g ·to Don 1ine.ue1 

and. sp~akin~ agah tst Da'Viei. He a,c-ctrsea h.il7,l of hav i _ng e,qme to. le~d 

tlle, '.¥arr.~Ros '})a.cl.{ to Judalsm., J,.us:t as, Joseph had d•ohe. Don M~:guel 

wa .f#J· incline,d to g iy.e credit t ·~ :th.iFJ: 'e.tat.ement, for m~ had .se·eh 

th~, Ro~ari Nia-rra.nos c·ong;re.g,ate -e:r,oy.ncl Lavi4 -~n-4 honor him~ Dav,id,, 

ho?ie·v.e.r, was· ·i'eady t .o £ortive ¾Jlo,s,ee ~pg prayed t9 G;@d that all 
. nJl 

info~e-Ts might be, f'~rgiv·en. 

Dg;Vid :t'e,rn.~:i.n.ea in th¢ h,Qu.se that tne Ca.:Pd:inal 

hp.d . ~el:ecteg. fb>r him, ~nd D~niel :~nd the :cardinal saw to i 't tn~t 

·::0av•id was w.e.11 ta,keh care :of, and had .e:1.i:e.rythint. tn.a t he: desired. 

The· •J"ew:,s of Rome c·e'.me· tit>. v·isi t David,. and ther~. ,wa.$. ,µ,sµ;all'Y ipiuch 

'f:ea,15tin& af:l.d ,Iile:l:'ryrn;::1J~cing:,.. &OJ:ll~ Q.f the Jew.s w;ere jeaiOJXS of Danie:1 

s.,ntr b.,,e,g:,an t .Q ~1~r,rd,e·F h.im to Da•vi'd. When Daniel h.earo, of thi·s, lie 

"Qeeai:n~ vetY ang,r__y ·?;p.d left .,, but• David B'wrlm0rie·d him ~&.ail): to his h◊.me. 

llaniel- told David that he ·ktl:'eW. that the irtf·u·rme:rS: had :,spo'ke_n 

:~g~Jnst J1.im_. bat that wnich they said ,waia not. ;true·.. Da11•iel ·~;aid: , 

,.i,Q.od forbid that I 'S'hould do -as th~y. sp't>J.te, fp.r l have ·a·eh·ed you 

·6·?. Nel1'bauer I op .• c .i t .. , p;. 158 . 
oa. Ne:ub.a-uer, •.op. cit . • p.158--9· 
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wi.th •all my .~trene:th fl'o.r the lov.e or· 'Q.od; I h,av¢ s-p:o~fm .a~8-.. inst 

th~· inf:o.Jti.he±:s· in the _p_r~s·ene·~ of the .Pc'i-;pe·, c,arcl-inals, s~cretariee., 

.a.mbg;i!3·sad:or, ~trtd all the officials, a,n,d th~2, h;av,e. asked. ·ab~ou.t J ,our 

69 
l cu·rs~q: the, infornte·ri$ it the }.)ii:'esenc,•e 9:f a.11 t:he·qe hie,h oft:'icia.is." · 

Davt<i reJstret'ted tha·t he .ha:d ·1..i~t~-n¢<l t :o tne. in:f'cn:me11s. who told him 

tna t Daniel was fal,s-e and rtQ 'ti, trustwortl:l:Y •. . an~ :rtep•li:e.d t .Q n.im:: ·tt ,;r. 

·ha:ve cH:ime bet:a::u-se o·f my love f0r God! lfis s,e,rvice,., lsra:el, ~ng. 

',Jer.Rsal~m t.he: :ll'oly ci:tY,. I haiv\e Cilonie• from the:. eas·t to the we~t 

'QJIJ,y becau,_se of th'ia. .s~xic:e I rra-:.re &d1fle to· Rome:11 I hav·e not e.e:en 

suc11f. e;ood, upr'i:ght.? and (Jp.q. :n~a.+ine:&: ma_n· in tf.J;ie- d,ist•ri¢t §.S. you. 

It i •s, fit t .ing_, :for Y. ou te share h1 tnis mtt:z.vah .• ~4 yo·u will aco:uire 
- . ?O - -• 

for yours.elf an.ct $0rl:S a ::t,?i.OOd name for ali :L.ittael,. n Dani.el Jt rorl'.l.ised 

,tJ:i:a'jt n .e w·gu_J:q eie:sure' ~he nep;e,_$is.;;t:ry ~o.~ume,nt~-.- ·arrd wit}li1,1 a; tew, da.ys 

.h_e rece_iv-ed them ·from t~e l?'QpEh The-- P"o.J?,e t.-~.ld D_gnie;l 'that. he would 

giv~ Da-v·ia p·e.rniiss'ibn t-0 lea::ve, a.n~ tha;t he shauld atipe.ar b'e:fore :him 

on th~ tiwen'ty-fo:urth pf' Adar~Rishoh~ Dav.ta ~41-d Da.:pie'l .a.p_peare,d'. 

bef:0·:i'e tl1e Pape -a.nd tne .latter s~id: "l ha.v•e wr•itten· .. a l .e_t:hei· f.'o -r 

yo~ to Pre;ete# Jqhp.,1 ~l:ld ~ls9 to· the .Xi.nJ;'> .of Pdrtu~.~l ,. a.nd t0• all 

t.~~ Christ.ia;ns thr,fl4gh_ ;whose ~oun.tl;'-y• you w.i.ll pa.s.s_. so that theor· 

will •.help· a~d. hon.0,r Yott for Goo. ' a lov·.e and ,my lo:ve.. •· .T\,!rni.f.1€. to. 

David,. ·the Pop:e said: "'.Be stro.n;g anct con+~ee~rµ~, a,nd do not f'·e.ar-

for Gt,d is ·w,i th ·=you., t,. .th~ Pqp·e gave. Daw:fd a sllield. 'that he might 

sl'lo.t-r 1-t tt5 :king; J'oae_ph, and a· hundred auc:at•s. David did not wi..s:h 

~9 .• ieuii!-auer,. o.p.cit., ,p,J.@O 
70. ib;ig.. 
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to· a ·c.c .ent ti;.e. mon b t th ~ u ' ,ey. U,.. . e. Pap.e :force4 him tQ t~e it-. 
'll 

Le~~Jts t~e, :vatica.n, .David went to t4e. h.ou~e of: 

DoJl :¥,igael,. the Portugese azift>a:ssad.or, tn p·J:'d.er to recei:v,e. a _,pa·iS.,PQr-t.~· 

))on Miguel r~,\l~e.d, and p:ro.m-is'ed to, ae.ng:. it t ·o llim in. Pi-.a-. Dav'i:d 

knew that D.on Mig\1~'1 w.a.a ~G:.heming and was l)Urp:o_eely de-laying, ·$Jld 

so he 'bec.ame, ,v.er¥ $;~gry. .!>avld. w.a.a ·.ab:O)lt to strike Don Kituel~ 

·but Dani.e1 _prevent ·ed h)Iil,fro~. '4oil'lg th.is. !'re~ the Pop·e. intereed~d.. 

on David• ,p b:eha.lf, b.ut Don· :Misuel r ·efue·ed to li-eten to h'im,., ~d 

left ,on a. hu11ting trip.. w.ne·n he re.turned; Ds:vid. a,ga!n -ae-ked. njjn 

f .or. the ;pa_sepor.t but he· r,e,fµseq, a~ing: t~t he w.oU:1.d send it. ·t .o 

him in Pisa·. David c-ou'ld' do ·nothipg el~e, he had \o bel.ie:v:·e .D:Qn· 

Mig:uel,. :on, tne ,f ifteen\h of Adar, Da,vid anq. 'his servants .Ra,Pha~l 
, . l • 

o:J,&.(~1 , 1, c·ahen, .fG"s,eph Hal-ev·i -J and. ~u:v;roe,L left f.or Pisa, exaetlt a year 

..._ :-·' (J ··after n,ls ~.~ri,v;~l ~n Ro~e·. Dfl-Vid was ·e.spor:ted t.or i'iv·e miles itu..t 
72 

ot the city ~Y many Jew~. · 

:Arriving in Roncigl'ione,, David f'ound an· .ai':IDy. 

o/f Fra.nbJ:a, :r., who·• paid him bQ·nore... ln Vit_e.J.'bo .• J)avid and his s~rv.ant·s 

et~·ed- a-t the hqus.e of Rabbl Jo~·.e];~h Ha .. koh~n., -a:rJ. l';lon~r.able -Jew • 

.F;rpm Vi t .erbo l}avi~ joµrn~yed -ta; Bolsena., ·wheJ;"e lie ep.tnt the Sa~bath 
?J 

and .was ~cco-r<ied gT~at hQnQr. From B.oleena,. he tra:ve.iea t :o. Siena. 

7'1. 
?2~ 
73. 
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tlae. Chr:i,-sti~s.. but ra.t4e:r ·a 1'.);Pbl!e cnari t-able aouJ. •~ve:r re~ to 

i _end a . he:lT.fl~ a hand to t ·,.,._e·, .... ee·dv. 'IT.eh;·el ...... " · t·· t A '" · 
:r,,, 0 .u ~• ., ..i.• . • · · "C5Cs a.i.,so in ecre·s ~"' 1n 

Hebre,w l.it,e:ra:tl.l~~, :a,rtd was. friendly wi.th iea;aa A.bral;>an"6l. When· 

Alfonso v· ot Po~tu.;gfl~ ~p;tured the Afri:-9~ tpwns ,;,-t Air.zi.lla. and. 

. Tangi•~r a~d carried off Je.ws c'apt,i¥.~:, the Por·tug~se eommun'ity wa.n­
ted to ransom tbem. Ab'rabaJ:1~J. fl·~c-ea himself a.t the he:ad ·o.i' a com­

mitt.e;e; to c.olle.ot .money· ·:tor ~tiis .Pu~ose. As. tbe Fo.J"tu,s;es·e. ,Jews we·i-e 

un.a:bl.e to s·u,pport these 'ransomed, .p.riso.nere untll thei could ~~ 
, , , 

\heir own. living, Ab:r.ab.a.ne'l in a· lett·e-r ta Yehiel b.egge'd 'h'im to· 
74 . . 

I®,_ke a colle·e-tion in 1talyr, which .he .did. lil. ·yebie,i :• e house Da.vid 

spent seven mont.he,.., At the end o.:f a montp.. Jl.RP. a -~l:f'., .lla;vd,.d ~~ 

t .o send all of 41:s servants away 'beftauee thty. couid no,t e;.~t a.loris 

with Tuvy.oh. He· ke,j;lt- Tuvyah be:cause he. dld not w·abt to hurt the 
..--.....--- · r---.:____ 75 

feelings of ~ani .e.1, s:fnce. t.he latter .had i.tven TU'v.loh to hirJ.J. •. ·-' 

ln tlle. ~ean,time ,, Davi~ ~wa-i ted 'the paseporl 

tha,.t J)on, lliguel ,b'ad' prom:tee<i to send. .~'i:poe he-·fiad rro.t receiv-e.d 

it, David s~nt an ol.d •~an named Aa-ron to Do-n, Miguel ta· inqq;ire. abo.ut 

the pas-~por-t. The. fo1,lovi1-ng month, . .M\.'rQ.n, retµ:m.ed :with a -~_e·tte'J." 

r-rom Don. lfiguel- •eta.ting \hat the. tipg did n,qt ,wish David to go to 

Portugal that ye.s..r ~ ~a.vtd' r b'owe.v,er, .f•e;i.:t; th~.t thi,e was a: 1.ie, 

and that ~h:e K,tng. h~d no~ writte-n that he •a.houl4 no•t c·ome• to .Poit~-

'lfS f t d - f :t Y h:iel gal.A ·n$.v.id was .g:i,-~a.t'ly wo·r :ried ·and be·ga.n a o~ ¥ _,q • -~a. • e , • 

}).ii;i' mo'ther ~d his grandmother· tned t,,o cheer him •,and ene;ourage 

n ,im: by givi_:µg nim pre.S'ents·, SJ,ld AY pl4yi~g. musie for him, bu:t 

74. 
75. 
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David coulq not be ~ade happy. Finaliy, David decided to send a 
?"I 

l .etter thro~gh. a .Ma~rano priest ta the King or Portugal.. Yehie1 

treated David very kindly, llild every day they wo1,Jld go to the syna­

gogue. David tel.ls us that the condit.i,ons of the Je•s wexe terrible, 

for they were all very poo:r ana. miserable. David continual_ly had 

trouble with his servants. The same problems that confront the 

modern housewif,e p.reeent·ed themselves· t ·o D~vid. He had to d';,i.s­

charge one after another, on account of T~vyoh, because- he :would ------quarrel with theD1. Ind·eed, -about one third o:f David's diacy deals 

.with his servant probl.ems, which i~ interest.in.l6 and entel:'taining 

reading, but is of no intrinsic historigal worth. , 

While David wa& in Piaa, h~ received a costly 

silk banne·r on which was embroidered the ·ten commandmente, and a 

gold garment from a. Signora. of Naples. During ~is stay in Rome, 
78, 

she had sent him money on tHree occaei-one. 

While David was in Pisa, Don lfiguel was recalled 
?9 

from, BOlJle as .ampas.,iadoT, and Don ,ll'artin. ·•a·s ·s·ent in his stead. 

Immediately upon Don Jla.rtin' s arri'val in Ro.me, he wrote to David 

th&t the ·King of Portugal had heard abou-t him and invitee him to 

Portugal·, and their.e:fore be should leave at once. Daniel, however, 

77. 
78. : 

79. 

Neub~ue-r, op.c~:·• P•f:: David does not mention her name in 

:!~b~~=~Y op.H~im;~eiy s-1,~aks · of her as the Signorad. of Nap!e~ . 
a 8 that · he heard of her when he ·was in .A:1.exan. _,r a an in 

Hes Yi . that she redeemed more than~ thousand captives, . 
Je~uea em, fasts every day. Graetz, op.cit .• vol.~, p.251-2, 
and that 13he . . ·· ::n m Dt!:Vid mentions was. the wife of 
states that thif wo~n.w ~own as Signora Benven1da Abrabanela. 
Samu"8l Abra.bane, ~?1 

16
1 have been unabie to find any proof . 

Thl'oughout ~ read.1ng:, l'though his. assumpt.io•n is q~,ite logical. 
that Graetz 16 correc • a states that Don Miguel wa$ recalled 
Bibe-rfeld, op. oit., P• 1n6 • .4 that the King of Portugal refused 
because he had written avi . 
to pennit him ta enter hi·s country. 



I 
.. ~..,.i.s. e_d Dav-id t'ha.t 'L.e =~ .. ·b.ould n·.o-t le·a"-'. , .. ·.·e· 1a.t · ~ . a "' .... .once but should w·ait 

. ~. . -

u,ntil b:e r~ce.i:ve:s( ad<l!itiopal do:eumente f'"roDi the Pope. Ilan·ie.l 

se,n,t at •mef}·senge_:r to Rom-e to eec~te tae,s.e nece<esa.r•• let'te.rs and 80 . .,_ . . ·• . 

he h.i~setf l~jt fQ:L' Jl:ol'enoe. ShertJ.~ after, the c~l)t:a;i:n o:t t-h& 
' 

shi~ ~m vihicb David ''Wa:e. t,.o Sfi\il. £or Portugal i-n,formed l1avid tliat 

his shi,p was to leave i:he n~xl day. ·The t:o.llowi-ng day, »&vi.d 

1-eft Pi·s ·a. t-:or Leghorn., r ·rom which pl,s;i.ce the 'bo·at ':W~B to $a.it. 

:Pavi~. ·Was g-~~a,tl.,y -W8'1Tied ,.. .for :he had not h~a11'9- a..~.i thtng from •Daniel. 
. 

That nigh.t, Daniel,. a,r,rived in Legp;Qrt! and. b-:rougit ·many pre.sent·a for 
81. 

David fr_om the Pope.. Q.n the morn,in-g that Da,.vid wa:e to sail, Dan_i .el. 

gave. him one. htind-red a.ri<;l two ducats, ,~nd t:o e,~h ~erva.ni h'e, also 

ga:v~ m:o:ney:. 1'.t:>ani.e-l . and -Ye.hi.el bade, f'ar~w.ell to .Dav.-1d,, -whb toge-ther· 
f,J., ., 

,''v···- with his' .eerv~·t..s S,olQ~o.n ~-koJten,· Tu.vyoh, D~-vid :Ho•rbmanl, an,d 
·-·· s.2:. 

Ben Zion set •~ail t,l'om Le:gb,o~ fqr PQl"tu,~l. · ·· 

l 

The ship. op which David w·a~. a . passeng•et etop1ted r - . 
.,/ near :c:aa.iz....1 _and: David sefit h:i',s sexw:a:rrt '"Tuvy~ to the magi .at,rate o:t ?iv?t'; : 
~ ' ~ - ·, ~. 

the eity-with: the; P.o.pe's let;t,e;r, and ~ak_ed t~t. he be pe:rmitte-4 to 

stay there fo~ ~- day~- the· .mag,i~t;rate r.e.fused, to pe.rmi:t th-i~ •. 

11he cap'tain ~:£ th.e ~hlip the.n ;went be-fpr.e the ma;gistra.'te. who t:olll 

him that he woµld. not p.ermit l.iavid ·t.o land:. The captain t.l-l~~. re•tttf-

ned and to.ld D~vJ;d that. it JiOt:ildi b~ b·ee,t far him to ie~ve, tlif) · shi~, 

~nd e.rite~. 'ano'ther be.1'().ng:i~a· tO' t,}:le .ki11g of Portugal -lest he be ar-

8.0. 
81. 

82. 
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re·sted~ David- d:i:d so, and ent,ered ~ bo.a't b·~.long· in:&, to the K:irv:, of 

I 
,t "j - 83: . 0 

. . I;> 

. --e,,. Portu~al, g.o:i;ng to Almrria·. From :Al:m~ria, ])ayi(i; teQ:k .. ~ boa:t la.den-~ 

with wheat t9· "l'avira.. :When. David reacihed lan4 near ti,.e city ot 

Tav'ira:, he sent the lett~r.~ (}:f the king ~d the Pope to th& ·magis-

trate. ffie ma,gii:ftra:t .e igave h_im pe,rmise.:iQ:p tp enter Tavi:ra. When 

tne J>opu1a:tioyn hear(i that Davi.d had .lande(i., th~y ce,me a.own t-o the 

sea.-sho·re to gTeet him. David rode, on a .mu~e" tllroUgb the str~ets 

qt Tav,J,~a., wb.-1oh. w·e,'t'e li,ne4 with Chr·i .etians and lil&riranos' ea~er tQ 

c-atoh a glimpse oi" the· ·Jewish amb&IH3ador. In T.avira, liasyid alay,eA 

at the ~ome of a Ma.r'l'.$.iio , who tteated him ve~ w,ell. David wrote 

a · le·tter. to the kin,g ot Eortu~~l,, a;nd after ro:rty day.;$, -re,ceived 

two 1.e.t:te·~13 f-ro1n .h:im" the Qn~. inviting hUa to .his ;9Qurtt.-; and: tne other.0 

d.i ,r .~.et·~g ;all :t~~ ipa.gtst;ra:te.s .. in l'!ia .k:ingdO'iD. to hon.oi'" him, tQ .aecQm­

p.~:ny h ,;i.m froln c:i ty to ci 1;:y.., -and to a:t:r~g-e -for his comfort.. '!'he 

mag·,i,st,:~te o·f ;Ta..tira. l:ilce:wise re;Ceive·d ·a 1ett,er fr,om. the king 

eommartding him to prav:iae ne,v.i:d with !.our s,o:!'d.ier~. f ·iv•e hun#ed . R 
dhcatt;i••• a .se·eretary to ~upArv.i.s~ t'he e~p,~n~i tures, an.d horeea. 

The magie:t~~te carri'e,p. out his or~te:r13•• ~d the riext day .Davia• left. 

:The peq_p_l,e of the Qity aecomRSl'lle& Da.v.i (j t'o.r · two :milea.! -EUl,.d then 

he eon:tinu,ed on t ·o the king's. co·urt with .his retj.1)1,1.e.. !~ BeJa,. 

Ila.Yid. receive4 a. :ne~:rt¥i welcome f.~om t;he entire po;plilation. Fr:om. 

B.eJa,, DJivid .Jol.U"rieyed on to .Ev.pr~, where -he wa:s g'iven St· ~-rand rece_p­

tion by the mag.ist -x.-ate a,.nd Ma.'rra.noa,. The Gh:r'iSiti~s we,:-.e a.rp.used 

at the, ·a:ct:ions o-:f the Mat-ran.oe;, who swarmed ·~ .oun,<i ~vid and k ,is:sed 

hie han'da. The pries·t . preached against thia acti9,n,a:nd said.: 

83. Neuba.ue:r, op.cit .• p.169 
84 ! Neub.aue:-r;,, .op.cit., p.170 
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ifH•o. :nor n±m·, gr·e·"''."·l .. v. bu· t ...1 __ ·• ,,., .not: k--..i·.,,,, 
.,._,.., .,. • .Uv rl,.gg bis b~nd,, bu.it ,only ,the ha;rid- of 85 , 

t.he lti-r.rt o·f Portugal alone.'' n~v-id. te·ll,e us, however·,. •th'a:t some 

of' 'theI,n s:tr.engt.hen:ed thi,i ,r. hea:rts, o·eoa:us~ they- believed in .b:im 

with a pe~f'ec, fait.h, just a,s Ierae·l had believed in .Mo&es t;heir 

t-e-ache·t. Da,y-id, did riot make ~y, p1:1e~ense,& Qf being the ft>l'e-!"upner 

of the Messiah, o.r or· po.sseseirig unueua,1 power.,e or wisd·o~. 111· ever.y. 

pl.a~~- t:}l~.QUgh whieh he:· pas.sed, h.e. would tell the lls.rPanQ,e as. follows: 

il·r ~ the :i:io~ :Qf ·(±ne; $<>.lom~m) an~ .hftve come '.tQ yo,u ne . .tt.h.el' with 

si;g,ia·, w:op~e,rs.,, nor Cabb·a.la. 1 pµ:t oply ~. :inan of wa:r have I been. from 
86 

my yout.h ttnt&l th-e pte,s~ht day.~· ·nes;pite thi'e,. whe•rev~·r ~vid -,,e.nt, 

he was a.ccorded. nond·r and' g;iV'e.n gift11, by the Marr.anoe and 'Chtistians. 

A,.t thl~ t .ime, Kll}g .tofo III was not il'l Lie,bon,, 

bu:t w~~st,ay,in& at Almeiri'm on ~c:~Q~nt. of a plague that we..s ra~i·~ 

in .Lisbon. When .David e,ame :within two mil,ea o.f · Almeiriah he ia,nt 

a mea,aa~e to the. Kine arino1.1ncin~ hie a:rr.·iTJt.li. ·i>ie. me.ss,en:gerl:l 

rett:irnea·• one.or- whom .w..aa. ,t .b~ King• .e secl'f:rt:,~rv in ch_arge o·f De.Yid' s 

.expe-ndit,uree., -~d ,told him; t.bat tbe ti.ng .n~a. cal.led h.is cotineello-rs 

t ,oge-tbe•r reg~.r((i11g Davi~' s arr.llv:al. ·sQm~, sa:d.d th:at of'f te.:ia,l.s tillould 

be ee1,lt, to escort Da;vi'fl to the K:t'ng/ ,s pa:hac.e, l;►.ut Doti JC:g~el, the 

f o,r;mer 'ambassador to -Ital~ b.ut now the pritne m.ipi:ste_l" ~d c,o'nfid.tm­

tial. ~dv"iser to the. Kinls, a4vi,sed against ~u·ch act-±.on. 'l'h~ ~eeretaey 

b -L.-d whet· her·· .:4;"'·e··· ·u · ... _""- .ranos hoilor,e·d_· David --.i~s (lirest1one:d and h~,d e·e,i aeM:: · ".u -.. . -

mar.e ·tlian •did. the Ch.ri,1;1tians.. The. se.cret9,:ty uswe:red trui:'t the 

Marr.a.nos ki a~'~.d hi a }'.la.:nd, arid hririore.<1 h~ g_.rea·tly. When .Don. ¥1g,~e.l 

t. hi ""' "d """:i·d I not t:e.11_ y·ou: t"hat he came :to d.e:etl".oY, heard .. · · s, ~,e ~a1 : J;/ 

your ld,ngd0,m, ·,an<;i to bring \he M,a.r:r.anos back· to iTuua±BQl. ft yoq 



s.ertd yo·ur o:ff icer:s, .tq escort him, s,J,l the. llarranos, they. the.i'r 

•wi. v-e..~, ~ons,, art.a daugnters ,w1·u gp ou~ to. l!le~ t hhn and, e·scort b.iJu. 

Tlum . they ~ill take C'ounsel ~ong themse;J~v-e3 ,~ga,inet 'the Chr.t.st.iane 
,8? 

and wil.l ~g~_in :beo:<nne je•~-.:.• His ,ad,vij:!e'i'B- thtfri counselled. the Ki:p.g 

to send. news t .a ll~v'id tha:t •hie -gra.:ncµnothe:r had died. and ~hat he 

w.a~• a mJ;>urneJ:'.' and ·the'refo·re oottld. ·not honor hilJir but' that he b'imeij:lf . 
eh~uid ··com,~ l;>e-('ol;'e him •in.. his :lJS.lace, and l:l.d.a. cQtrun:artds wo.Ul'd be 

ca.rr1ea .out. Wheti Da;vi.d. .b.,ea.:rd ··these ,Wo\Pds, h~ lutsteJ:utd t.P Almei.r~. 

arriving tY.tere e11 a Sunda.1, ae· !arfted :f..roin .Sunde..;¥ unti,l We<!nesc;tay, 

.and: then c.ame· before th:e, Kin~,. David Wa:B angry because he had not 

been ho.n.ored:, ~nd r¢fu~·e.d to ~t.:ss; the K.t-• s. ha.nA. Da,-v.i~ to1d the 

King t .lla.t he -,vas weai:y .from hi.S· ~tip' and. t.e.qu~et-ed &J! ~udi~nce a.t 

.a late-±. 'tiiil~. D(3..vid t'hen took leave 'Of' the King end: went to Sa.ri-
ff> 

ta.rem M ·the house .of· a 14a.-l".rs.np. Da:v:~d re:ceiiv~d ma11v·-·visitQrs here. 

both G:hristian.s ~n~ Ya..+:r.EP1o·a. A. Marre.rro, ~ l'l;lezrfber of. the c~ew (;)f 

.on.e of. th_e Ki.ng•~: S.'}J.ips, visi.ted David a~d relat.e9, to h:im h-'is. t .ravels 

iQ. .. AtrJ.ca,,. and told hini abo,ut the island where the sme.ll children - . 88 
of the, li!aYran.oe were sent b~ the. Xlna, 

A;f.t·er ~ we-~clc·~ ~ 'Stay in Sar:i,tarem~ the King se-'nt 

for JJavid, ,and he· went be,tore him !in Almeirim. Da"J'id. w:as .ac~ompanied 

by his s.e.~~n.-ts, SQlomop Cohen and Bei;i Zion~ .T~_re. Ki11g; ~wmnon~d an 

. t . b t D: .... ··:vid' old, doc~o.r wlio knew• Hebr.-ew to·. act as an interpre er e ,. we-e.n ""' 

and himse-lf'. Both tl1•i& dp:ctor a,id Solomon .Cbhen. we·te deaf. SJ1d so 

87 .• 
88. 



great difficuJ.ty was experienced in trying to make the Kine W1der­

stand. At length the King said to David: 111 have hear<i that you 

speak Arabic :well, and 91noe I hav~ Ei,n officer am~:111,g nzy. a.:ervan.ts 

who knows Arabic well, he will listen to your words from beginning 

to end. ·and then he will tell them to me. I cannot understand 3our 

' 
servants, and even the Marrano, for they only tell me abo,ut one 

. tenth of what you say, and the matter that y,ot.i wieb to tell me 

will not appear to. me i~ a fav:¢ra.ble light unlee:e this of.fic·e..r ' 
89 

who knows Arabic is called in." David did not wish to speak !rabic 

to this official becaus·e he feared that the l~tter bs.'i ,enit~red into 

a conspiracy with _Don M!g.uel .. Don Miguel told the King not to, listen 

to David unless he spoke in Arabic. David then told the King that 

he feared to spea.k ·to the officer in Arabic becau_,e the l ·a.tter was-

a Mohammedan and an enelllY, of hie. The Xi;ng, however. re'-seured .,.av°id 

and sai~: "lf you speak Arabic to this official. I will do every­

thing tb.a.t you des,ire, and will listen ·and wide:rstand:, and d.o every­

thing that KinG Jo&eph your brother and the Pope of Rome command you. 
' 

Thie officer is my servant a.qd would not change your ,fords, for be 

is one o-f the mo13:t faithful ee,rvante in ~ whole house• and will 
90 

act as an interpreter between you and me." David then pr_eeented 

hi~ credentials to the ',Xing and told him about his mission. and. 

hie journey 1'.rom the wilderness to Portugal. He requested the 

89. 

90. 

From thi~ we learn that Davi~ was una~le to spe!k Portugese, f2,__ 
and that his Hebrew waa so poo.r and; "Je.r~onize~, that tbe , 
Msr:ra.no physic_ian was not able to understand him. ,,,. t' 

· t 174 ' 11<-, r 4-,., 
Neubauer, op.cL ., p. ~ 



·-Ki~g to give him a,mpiwii tton,. £-:o·r hie brotlter. Kii}g -J~·a¢ph-.. Though 

Don ,Mi,gl,.161 epoke. ,ag~dn,st, him.~ t.ne Kif!g' :W$;B :ple:ase4 1.iith .Da-'t"i.d, a.ri~ 

prumie.e'd to, caTri o.ut his wishes. - The •King, inY--it·ed David to :move 
+ '· • < 

J)a,vta .had a: sPe!it deal of trcnib-ie ·wit~ hJ.s ser­

vant. T.u,tyoh.. 'The·• .la:tter co.mmi t'te.d an' immor,al act. w1-th ·a MolW!imeda:n ~--~·-· .. -
s.ena:nt:.girl whom Da:vi-d. lla:d co.n'v~r:teli ·to J):~da.i.em.. D$-vid. w1;1.:s fo.;rce.d. 

to r .eturn. her tQ he.r l't11"1.1ler ma_steT. T.he Arabic :lnterpreter came, 

to vi.s.j.t D.~vld o.n o.ne ,oecas·i.on ~nd fo~d, tpis convertsd lifohaimneo.an 

,g'_irl.. He returned .and. told the. ~ing about thie. an<i th.e ls.t't'e~ 

summo_ned 'D.avid an'd :a;s-k~d -h.~ ab.out he.r.. l>~vi.d t ,old. the Kfng that 

he had c•onv-e,rt.e,d her, an(i 13-t.:.i:a.ng~ tio sa.y, the :King was happy to 

near it~ l)avid st,ates. t~at tner,e we-re man;_y Moh.al:m!ie:4.a:ns liying · 

in. Portµga,l. 'becau,se of a. 1g:reat famine- in: XQrocoo. Jiitny Qf them 

them .a.live. 
• •• + 

9:2 
It was• to th:-i~ g;r.Q\J.P tb,e,t: th'e Mohammedan gil'l belo,.ng~Ji .• 

La.t.~r. a Mollamm~d~ of\f 'icial, a mag;-i:e•t.l"'~:t-e o~ 

the Kd.ng o·f :re~. v·i .E\ited David .arid brought him l .eite,r,s from the. 

Jews o'f F.t~ - This maig:L.st·ra.te :a$Jced .ua,.v.id about hie mi.s~.i..O,ih, and. 

Dav.id tolJi h·iJn tliat he had ,CQme to -PQttugal to· secure weapo:ns anq 

amm.).lll:~tion. David also e-:t$;ted tMt. hie pl:an was• to eonquei- the land 

of 1,rrael a~~ ~te .env'it.o:n;t ·first, and ·then Go,f v,~nild band ove:r ;ii 
· t" t~·e· . po'.;•:e·r o·f t 'he King of the Jews in Je'~u_saleai. :the ~i_ngdome o JiJ. .. 

9l~ NeubaQer, ,~P·· ci:t., p ,.l.95 
92. N.eubauer, op,.cit~; p.:178 
·93. i.bid. . 

' 
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The magis·trat.e "'thet;i- asJq~d David. W'het'.b.er, the.-

Jew·s· i:n Fez :and it.}?.e 11:o:tuunttte:<ians oo,ns·ide1' · him a prophet or a lless,iah. 

Dav:id''·S anawe;- is indeed, s:j,gni•f'i~;~ntr f.Q.r frQJn• -;t ~e. learn that 

:he did ri.ot .Qoneide·r. h i mself" a 1.'Qferuime:r o•'f the Jle_@siittja, Q.r even· a 

).tes.e••~ .. ah as: soJne h$.V.e, a.1ccuJ~.'ed h,im of being. He etat.e,e 1:n-bi~ airfiiJJe~:: 

"G·od' for-ibid :'! I am a g.r.~a't'e:r a.inn.er against God thap they,._ ~¢ 

hav.e· ki.lled many.. On a. cert~-i'n da.y, I idlled toity of ttte ~nemt. 

l am not ,wise ; nor a OablJ>.a.1.ie.t.,1 nor a prophet, nor a son, of a 

,pr'o}jne·t, but t .am on:ly a; comtn:ande:r :of an alinY, a s~-i.i o.t K.f.~S Etoio.mQn, 

o.f the des,ce'nd~irt.f:i or ~v iq:, th,e .a.on o,f J.ge:se. And ~ bro.ther 

Iti.;ng, Jqsep~ rules ove.r three hundred th.oµ~1lnd -in. :the: wildeme,ss 

01! :(}habor. ~1 t;t1e. Matr~os. ·who. are aubj,ec:t .s. of .tbe }Ung o:t Pl)rtu­

ga.1,, and all the· Jew.a in Italy, and in a.l.l ,places :t.h:rough which l 

pas~.ed., re~a:.rded ll{e .~s· b~·ipg ~ wi~e lltSJl, Qr ~ Cabbalie.t, ,, OT' a prop­

het, 0.r a ,BOil ef a pr.ophett :Bu.t' I said· to thm, 'µQd forb·j:d ? for 

I_ am a. s.Umer-, and nave been ·a un of W:a., fr,Q~ J1J::f JlO•Ut)il' witil t4e, 
94 

presen,t. • t1 

Da:vj.d rec.eived ~;y gl.lee,te and dele:ga.\icn)..e' t~om 

l'e-:z., ~ .f);'om:. oi~er p·1aces in -northern Af-riC'1-· Ra-b~i .Al>raham· of 

Saff'i 1.ikew±ee vi.sited him. na--v-1:d a,l'so received iil8lly le.tte:rs fztoDJ 
• .--__.___ I ' 

Jews· t~OUjl.l,O\it the wor.l<i, SJ'l~ ~y of them believe:d tbat the· time 

o-f tll:e Messiah was pea~ a't '~n.d. 

'Da;v-id etatte in •his .d .t~ry tlla.t t.~e :t.ra:rranos ,llono.r.e<i 

him g;te.atly ~nµ believed and t.ru.st~.d in him. He tells us t~t 

ev·en .the· .small .s.ons of the "Jlarr~o~ of' fo'UX' yeax-s a'1ci ov-e'r fasted 

.ev'ery :Monc:ia.y ~d T.hura.pay -ap.Q'.. ho_p.ed for the ~alvation ,of: God. 
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H ta:t · t,.. ... t g. ~"7 < e. Q . ,. ·:e,e ·;J.JQ · the MarPa.rioa• p.elieved in ~()d and ul_)~eld. t)lei.r r .elig:i'on. 

Pav:·!d we~t a°QQUt and t •r1e:d tQ •ke _peace .uong ·the,xa.. He eo..mme,n.t.s 

upon the •.fa.c;t tha:t t,hey w.ere· strong- :a:nd warl-i:ke• ami br.av~·;r tfl,s.h 
96 . 

the other Jews with wb.o~ h~ ca.me into contact. 

Davi~ ,ras a~~~ awunQn~~- :t>e:fo_re the .King, b"t 
ln~t~:au of find.ing: the. King awa.i ting him »~ found Don !liguel. 

Refu~ing, to s~e~Jt tq t.ae l,~t,te'l', :he le;ft ang-ril.y. ,Tbe 'Xing s-ent 

for h~ agaip sn4 told h .im:. ·th.at e:i.nce be. ~as ' ,bu_sy ,. ·p.re.pari~g fQ.;i: 

his si&'ier-• s ina,.rl'i~e, _he sl'+oul:d make }mo.wn ~i~ wishes t ·o Dori 

Migu:e.l. ·David .refused to d.o this~ :and. explain~d to the K1:ng t.h:a.t 

Doh Miguel wa.e ·hi.s ene:iny.. T:he I!lna· the.n to.ld, Dav4{ tbat, he -s.hQuif 

wr.ite do,m :ni~ wi:s.nee. in tlie: pre'Erence or· a· ,priest s.nd a e~c:re:tary; 
:g7 ' . 

and t~~n lie wouid read them i~ )ii~ leisur~. David did accpr.d.~ngly ,. 

. '98 
and then departed. · 

Dav.id cnntfnuea t tr haxe tro,11:Pi•e ,,d.tll. -hie eerv.ants. 

·Tuv_yoh and Ben Z·i .on went to .Don Migu.el a.mi 'EflS;ll,d~re_d David, and. in 

~. asked him fo.'r a, p,a.e;sp9:rt,wbich b.t} gladly g:rSJ1ted. them, and . 
they· .. left Aliliei.rim. t:n.e· lla.rranos p:rQ•tes·ted to David' reta.rdi:1.-g. his-. . - . . - . 99 

servants, .e,o tbat .Dav.id we.a ~Jl>Y ,r)ien they 1.eft. 

'On one oc~-aaion, a group o:f laar~-lp.io-s ·w.ere a.rJ;e:st.ed 

in, David,~· _1,ll)l,ise. b~·t through hi~ . in terv~.ntion ~ ti-hei w,e·re frr,·eed. 

d 6-a1··_d .. t -r> ·i..im:- "l re ioice that You The .K.ing then summoned Dav·id .an . ., JL 11 ~ 



hav.e com~ to hetp. me> ~nd. to 'bring 'the l{a,rr~·os· hack to Jud.ai~Ill. 

1 he:ard t~a.t the Marra.nos pray with y'ou ani_l re~ .y:ou,: books by 

h'.,.."-t . d d ... d th' ,100 
l.:&~ . ~ . aY,, .a;n · · , at you .bav-e npa.de :a .e:ynag.o.gue· f.or them.• 

whet:i: Da,v id •be.a.r.d this, he. beeame a,ngry and s{lid:; · .- l have nt1 t . eome 

ft.·Q:m the eas•t to tne we.s·t .tor th-is _putl)os'e. 'but Qnl,y to m,a.gn:i.f.Y; yo~r 

kingdom, -~ng. to '.be,: in 'yau.v service., KinJiJ sht>Jl·ld ·not hav·e. t-he,ir 

e.ars ·.open to in:f.ol"J]lers who d9 )9.ot t;;,p,ea.k tll.e truth. for ~"f'e:r~t).llng 

the-y ·t .e.:-11 yo.u is a l .i ,e and not the irrµth at .all. ·" Whet+ ,th~- King 

heard thi'3·, he ·apoicrgi:.;Ze~ be.c:aue~ h.e a:a.:w· tha.t ~avid was, .-angry,; arid 
. ].01 

be p_romi~ed t9· g_r1:1,nt him aid. •. · 

- 'f/w 
·a:c.c:ompany Jcrao III'·a a.iste:r to the \ ' pla.c-e., where she -was to be marri.ed. "-J 
Thfli amba.i:fsa.do:t" vi.si.ted .IJav,~4 an.d to.19 him.. t~t. Cp;~rl,:e~ V w.ae, ·anxious 

1;0.2 
to •mee.t him. 

•·0n one occasion; .. the King summoned Davi.cl: a:ng, a;a.id 

to h:iln ~egarding· the Marrano a:· ' "B.~ wise:, wh~t d.D· ;yo,u want tQ do 

-wi=tn them ? w~a.t- ~bou..t . the. r.eport t~t I he~:oo to the eff~ct that 
l.03 

Y<Hl. ·c.X,rcumci,e,ed 1JJY' J3.ec·:,;et~cy 1-••· .David denieQ. 'this, and s:aid tba.t .it 

w:-a8' a Ile,. On anoihe-r · oecasioh, 'th'e King ·said 'to ~v·-id; " 1 em 

~ap:py 'be-ca.µ,se y9µ ha'.V,ei came to he.lp me,, bl,lt.. yQ,U will d-estroy my 

~izu~~opi; becau,ae ·all the .Chr.isti.~,ia. a~ you a,.re bringing the- lUl.rr.ant>s 

b~c.k 1;c;, Judaism, and all the znen, "omen, and children ,who co:m.e 1;o, 

t r t:n_e _your house;, kis~ rou;r }l~d.s, and. when ,yo.u. eat·, $.-l.l )'ie .sons ,o 

Mar-ranas, bow ·d.~wn. t ,o you. •· .Dav'id then .anaw:ered' tbe · KinE.: • I hav.e 

1.00. 
1.01. 
102·. 

lG3'., 

The K~g wa:s ~yideritl! ~a-rcastio. 
Neubaue•r, i;,p .• ~it.~. P·· 87

'!"
188 ,·d la. te.r went to -see 

This is, p~ob~bly the re~!:10.n . w,hy D.av1 
Charles V. 

• n tided his name to $ol91non Mblcho. llio·g·o Pires,, who 1~ t .er c· a . o ... , . . . tl ·- . 
. . . .~ .,',;. b . di<>euesed fully sµbs-equen . Y • Hew~ e . R ... 

I 
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come to you t'r~JD the ea.et te the -est •. " a~q -DlY house ie open to 

everyone, both Christian and Marrano. I do not know who are Chris-

tiane or who are Marra~<>e, and].: wn unable to do another thing. 

but my house will be open to everyQne until you send me away in peace. 

You list.en to informers .wh.o speak untrue word.a, . words t ·hat are 

false an~ deceitful, yet you believe them.• The King then ~old 

David to promise to p,rohibi t the Marrano a from ~ieeing his hand:, 

and then lie tol~ him also that he would give him eight ships and 

four thousand .fire-arms. 

It is no. wonder tll:,at DAv.id was no.no;r;ed .nd al­

most worshipped by the Marranos. The Mauanos felt that even though 

David had. not deelB.red hlmee_l:f ·to b'e the forerWlner of the Kessiah; 

they would soon be delivered and would behold the new Jerusalem 

in all i ta splendor. 'l'hey gathered abo~t him, ..kissed his• hand,s, 

and treated him as their savior. Messianic ho_pes were in the air. 

In the vi_einity of Herrara, .a Marrano maiden proclaimed he·rself 

a p~op)lete-ss, ~ng. declared that she had Eleen visi~ns, &nd would soon 

lead her followers into the Roly Land. liany of the Karranoe believed 

her, and when discovered, ~}le- was burned together with thirty-eight 
104 

adherents. Dav.id, however, k:no,ving that hie position was insecure, 

diec.oura.ged the MarranQs fr,P.m e:uc)l ,actiop... 

Even the King' e s~cretary Diogo Pires, later 

kno,wn as Solomon Jloloho, came to David and ask·ed to be oircwncieed, 

saying that he ha.d dreamed tnat he had circumcised himself. David 

refused, for he feare-d that the authorities might di-scover it, tht.1s 

end~ger.ing· his li'fe. Da.vj,d adJ'ised Diogo s9¥ing: "Keep your 

position wit-h the King until God will grant. you. the opportunity, 

104. Graetz, op.cit., p.2~3 
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fQr Re knows tha intentions -of man. B & careful.. and do not do thie 
thing now l.est the. M~l"ra.nos, you., and myself be put in .great d~nger." 

David state,s th.at :Molc~o di·sobeyed him and oircumcieed h1meelf. and 

- then fled• The King bl.1lmed David for this, who .according to hie 
. 105 

di~ry was entirely innoc~nt. 

Sbor~ly after ,the D;iog,0. Pi.res. a-t'fa.ir • David 

was called before the Xing, who told him the following: •I have 

a great deal of business to· transact, and I am unable t ·o send -s~ips 

to the east with you eithe-r ·thia· year .or next year. If, bo1Veve.r, 

you want to return home, .go in peace a.n!i I will give you permi:s·­

s.ion. and wil1 bleal:I iou all tbe days s-inoe you left your cowit:ry 

to serve and help me. Roweve-r, I ~ unable to send ships with you 

beoau~e of the bua'ine ·.es l h~ve to tra.ns,apt ber·e in the we·et. Do 

you deeir.e. to• go to the EDJ,pexor and tell him your wishes·, or do 

you want to re,turli to Rome, or go to Fe.-z ? Choose the course you 
106 

desire.• David became very angry when he heard this, and -after 

the King. told him that. be would have a week iij whic;h to .»a.ke· u,p 
J,.ll'7 

his mind where to go, he left. 

A w.ee:k later, the King i>ent t .or Dav-i"d, and aelf;~<i 

him wher.e he was going. David answered: "I want to return to Rome 

' te the Pope. :Nolf write, Ille letters which will act as a witnes.a 

between you and me for King Joseph my brother, that I reached your 

~.ingdom. qive me also a passport ( which I mey show) to all the 

Christians." The King p'l'omised to do t}?.is and. added that he wollld 

di them to give David three hundred send a letter to Tavira comman ng 

105. 
106. 

Neub.aue.r, op,o~r• P:i~~- Undoubtedly, Joao'e ~hanged attitude Neubauer, op .cl ~d P the Queen later told him, to the 
to·ward ~avid· was. µe' as th King ~a.s influenced by his court 
Diogo Pl.res affaiLr, fokgu:l and told that David was res-and especially by Don , ~ 
poJl:eible .for thi~ act. 

!!!!!!!!J!!l!!I~~~~~~--===---
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The, ~ing, hi~ 1$:r,·other t.he C~rd~;n,Q,l, and the- Q.ueen. 
ae.ked_ Dav·t5f ··a.-bou-..,.__ the· ""l ' 

Iii L ag:e, h,e· ··e~:l"r1ed -with· ~im., . and .b:e ~ ,'B1f'e~e,,d. 

tliat they we.r~ .a ~ign amolltl;: tli~ trib~. 'l;'he card..ina.l ~4· th:~· 

iem~ri'ey' 'to· tell .i:l~vid tlia:;t if .h_e wo,1,114 a:ic·ep:t Ch-rist.ia'.nlty, he 

.:would b.~ made a. hi-~ offi:cial.. Dav;id be-c~e ~gry .~,P. he heard, 

thi.~, and said,:. "You w~nt me· to be like the raven :which Noaa;.ee-nt 
' 4 + + + -

-f ~trth from the ark but whi~h f'!eve,r retur~ed* 

'' ! pI~turn the· lfing·s•, ,f.or I ·am ,the· sf,n. o! a ki~g. 
,i . 

of· Da:vid :tlle ~Qn of lasse. 

··Thie thing will no·t 

~f the desce~iante 

fa,r b~ ~t f .rom me, fo.r i d,id not com_e .fr,om tn:e 'ea.st. ·to the· w~st 

for this" b~t ·G>nly 'to ael'Ve• Goci ~1::1<1 to aoql,lire .a: gppd n.~~ BO that 
109 

the whole. world ni'igb.t p.ra-ise me for the· l'lfif!sion OJ:! w.h.icl:l 1 .C.Bl{le. tt 

David '?'ec-e,ive,d 'tb.e necees.a~ d:ocumen:ts from the King, but ·he w:ae 

not. s-a.tisi'i~d .wJ: t.b: theli).' b·e-e;a.use tl:lieyr we.re net wr•itt:en on parchlpent, 

H~ .retu~neti t:tlell) to the til)g , .,v:h.o i'n ·.t,u,rn toi'dc Don ltig~~l t'() cqpy 

,hem ari .paro~ent. :Dl)n Uigµ.~l di<J. ao bu.t chang~d.. their· 09pt·e-nt" 

eonsi~e~a'bly~ A:ft~r llp.vid recei'veo: the letters, •b.e 'too.It J..ea.ve; Of· 
. 110 

the E:tn~ in t1te· middle of tbe year 152~. 

Da:11.id wa,s e.cc.ompaniec;t. by Solomon Cohe·11, Ju~ah 

Pi'~ati,, Aldico, th~ Ap.o.eta:t.e, two Q.ther: sehrants,and. the A-ra.bl.P. 

Their ·first- stop was Carucne.. Whe're- only a. te:w Kar­

r.an-0$ lived. Dt:l,'Vid a-pre.au otit the f ·lae;e the-~~ a:nd. the people who 

saw them_ admired them.. He .de,scri'bea. :tpe fl~s by se.y;i·ng: that one 

107.. Neaba~er. op.cit., p.19i 
10°., .Neuba.ue·r. op.c.it . , p. _l.95 

e. • p.1~5 1.0-9 ~ Neubaue~., op, •. cit• • i
95 196 110,. N:~ubauer, ·op. cj,. • , P · · · · • ' · · · 



.At·t,~x- Isav.tng Cort1ehe, ltav-i9- ·a:r.r i v:ect at .Co rimiro, 

whe:re h·e. was a guest. ~-t ~ ·Ma.rrano's aou.se ~ Her, i¾'l Qo~miro, De.v1.d 
' --------. 

had· tr·ouble with Al:4.ieo who t ;ried to ooin$.pj,r:e a.gain.st him, so. he 

b.a.cl to d,·ischarg,e him. I/eavi~et Cor:imi.~o, Day.i;d jou.;rne&'ed on. t.o 

·'.Evor~,,: ,a,ri,(:l from 1ihe.re, t .o Be·ja:. ,ln Be-Ja,. many Marra.no,f? ca.me to sve.e 

D~Yici.,. an.d ·b~"g~,n to .. wee_p. David co-i1so:led. them bf aa,yl~g: "'Tnist 

irt . God fo.rever" and do µot. t ea.r fo.;t;" you -will merit to, J>e.e: the re ... 

,build'ing of Je'l'Usalem. I did not c•ome: to the Jtipg -tJa.i;ie time ·to· 

itak·e you. to J:erusaiem, be ca.use we ~ave to .fight la~ge l)attl-es 

there, but k~u~p ort l>~ar,i·rtg Unt.il f dU come ( to Je.rus.~l•em ) , until 

the .land wil.l b.e ou'I'·s, artd th.en we wi.ll o·ffe-r sa.Gr:i:ficee and afte'r 

that we- w'il :l c'onre·· f'tir rou· t'o b;r:ip.~· ~qu. _t .a the r .el+,ab'ilit.a1;eci 19,nd .• 

Tb'iS t -ime I c .. am·e :only to t .e11 YQU the good .n,1n1 t.hat s~lva.tion is 
112 

nea~ at. Jh,a.nd,. ~ In Alm,pc)ovar and lo~e•; David was treated very well 

~nd w.a:e honored l:,y the ~s;istrates and. the populace.. in Tav-ir~, 

navii-·w.ae ,giy~-+ be~d:tiful home, but he ·a.id net z,eceiv•e the tp.r.ee, 

bun.d.red ducats be~uae Don Miguel. nag; eh,anged tne c;o'rltents of the. 

· t .i,a;· -l_d· then w~ote a le.tte,r to the RJ;~g and 'sent him. a le .t·er.. ,,. 
· •· h • - t · ,. , died -,vhom he had ,ta.ken ~orse :a,s. a. pre.sent thi'ou.g . h.is se.,rv~ s ,,_ · . , . . . • 



Dav.it w~a v.~y friend'ly. wi.t~ t:be magistrate in 

Ta~i:ra.,j and·. #!§~ve him, ma~y proes0en·te'" Thi.a ~i~t:ra.te wa~ re.called 

a:nd a new one,. ,a friend of· Don -~_igu.e1.• ·s, wa:e ,e-ent. Immediately 

upon hi~ ar.riv$,lc, he. demanded to hiow· ·why Davia. h,a.d 't)ot :le'f·t ·. 

,He i:l~id that the King n.ad ~iven David }?emisiiqn to reniain onif 

two, montns:, and, he· h~d alreajiy eta.ye·d al.mast fou·r . He. advi-.sed 

the Marra.nos not t 'o vi~it Davia lest th.e-.Y end.anger their· lives. 
114 

Tp.at , mag1;st.rate wa.e reJ)lac-e~ by ~nother who -~am.e. t .o David be.a,tng 

,s.. :Letter fro,m the 1S:in:g stating that -David mu,rt leave, ~t. once.. 

Da;v.id complted and d~pa.rte,d 11t. onc.e, going first ·to Paroa. From 

J?a.roa., he . .1,ourne.ye4 on to a village b,y the ehore:.e ·of the M.e,di t .erra.nea.n 
llo 

and from the:re ·we'nt. to tJ.ie ci\y of Villa. Nov.a de F.ol'tiillao. · David 

.spent the 11.igb:t tn ~ camp, and wh:ile aele.ep1 the autho·rities came 
J.16 

to s1e,a.reh f't_>r ·Marra.nos -wh~ might i,e founci. with David!, 'Th,:? ~i-

stra:tes to;ld Davia. t ·o leav~ on .a certain s}.}i,p ~t on9se., QUt ;David 

.re-flit?ed l>e~a.uae b.e ha.q, been waril.e-d t~at his li.fe viould be in da:nger 

flere he. to ·sail o.n tihat boat. ·The ma.g.ie•t:raree~ then tr.i:ed t'8• fo,fee. 

him to leat•le.t b.U:t Da'vid· fled,~ 
117 

b.ac.k., cnrietoph.e·r, !)a.vi~' s servant, returned :Yf ith a l .~tter .~rom 

:th..e King w;hich Fead ai;; :f-e110.ws % "l 'S.~ve you pe.rmia~ian to s\e.¥. f.pr 

t .w.o D,'lon-the, but you na,ve teiila.:i.ned fQ.u.r ,. ·and hs.:ve st~ e.d enJ.y for 

the !)~r_pose of bri.ngin_e; the. Mi/i..rrano.s b:a.ck to. Juda.lGJD!. I r.eceived 

letter&. :rrom the magi·stra.'te:$, pf .Tavira, evei ~ we.ek, and I, ,know 

.113. 
1.14. 
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abctut :all Y.<Htr dee.ling·_ a with .._,he ,,,_ · • " ~trano,e·, f .o,r -1 saw what you 
.did in 11.ry 1):reeence, 'how· m-ueh the more, ~ehind ~Y- 'bt~:~k.. But 1 ,dJ.d 

l;l@t w.aint to hal,a .Y01l. l;iec-au·l[>e tou e.aJ.d ·S"ou ciune onl,y because o,:t 
m,.,v lo;v.-e a_n,, d for _m~ ·w· e'1·.#>.·.,. ,-r:·e· .- B · ·. ~- thi 1-
...., -.; .4.J.= - · eeauee OJ. · . s c:Lid not liet·en ,to 

anyon·e when he $po~e evil agaiin.a,t yo\t, but now· 1 say to y~u, , f;O 

-in peac.e. to .foui
1

~oU;n.:tx-y ~,e so.on as :~hi:s letter re~ch(fe,, ypµ, .. an.d 

do ~ot delay •. ' " · Da¥-1d. also re.c,eiv:ed a.. .le-tter from bhe Ar_a.bio .,i_n­

t~.rpret,e·r a·tating that Don M~guel. lla,s· re.epQtt'taible .fo.r tnat· lett-er:, 

a.nd ·Was. fns.-t:rJ,llll.ent-,a.l .i,n a ·r.owsiiig 'th:e Xj;ng's hos~ility, ag~inst .hiJn, 

He aqyis~d D'aviq that tb:e· b,e,et, th.ibg for him to do wo.µld be to 

le'a:ve at once. Da,v i _d told the: m,agistrait~ t.h.,e,,t, .he .di:d; 11.0 t 'WJ.sp. to 
>:n.r 

le,av,e" the boat they ha(! aeJ.ectea f .q~ ll.im b.eli!ause ~e t~a;red.. fo:r: 

his i .i :f'e ·, :.They ac.ceded to hi'•s: reC:J;"ues:t ., and, anqther c·apta.in pro­

mi&ed to t •ake. ])avid t .o tegtrnrn .!'or two hundr:ed dU:cats. ,A week 

lat.er,, David w.f tn .hi1;1 ,setv~p:~$0.l.omo,n: CQ.b.ell a:n_d Cttrbe'loo., boa.1:de.d 

t'fl~ eh:i;p an<i after the a.11thoriti-ea bad, sea.rched the s,hip for Marrano..• -- .. . - . ' 1,19, 

an<.l fj,.re- ~rms, it set sail i'rom Lagoa .. 

But Da;vi,d :wal3 ,i:i•ot destined to. re,a;ch. I.egho.~11'. 

A st.rong wind· $teer.ea., ,the J,oe. t 'Q~t of 1 ts cou:r,s.e, ,an.d tbe-,y ,.,~.re. 

force:&· ~o ~nchar near Almeria. on the Sp:anish coast. The Jn8&i&.tr-e.te 

oi' tb,ie IJla:ee was, abo~·:t to arr.,~t 'David since nQ· ~ews were· per..-

m,i t ,ted in S]lain, when David· prodiuced the, l~tter l:rom the ~ne. of 

· '"" • • • :A. ""l"i"I0,.,.,.., ... ,11 ·t· ....... ed· om in the city.. .But. Port\agfi,l, a.nd . .i:.i:e wa.,s ,g.1ven t.e.w.l:' ., .. g; ... -~ ,,.~ . · . · 

. .,, .. ,,;,d t .1'.-a'·t. be ;o--_· , ou,l. d..· 'have t .o write to Charle·.e., V to tp.~· lUR$-i~trat-e .,..,._ "'" ,., 

"-· ..... ·t ,,,..h,o·,·•·•., .~_.· ·b·· e· ·de>_.-.·e. t ,o Da'V'·id·. Davia en-ter,e4 Alme0ria areirertain w,u:z., "' """"~ ~· 

,an~ stayed at. th~ m~'i'3tvat.e ' s ·house i. whe:re ne rta& tre4ted very 

1:20 . • t t as a sec,ret Jew al'tho'ugh :well.. David stat~e that this ·ma.gis ra ·e w •· 

118,,. 
11.9:. 
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he r ,etueed to :8.. dm __ · -1_, t i··t. n· ·1· d 41 av wrote· t,·d the Empe;Jo·r and· hie wife. 

whom he had known wh i .1.e ,she wae. at her· bJ>ot,h.er•· s court:, Jo~o I.II, 

t :h·a t he was a;r.r.e efeo.. A!t;ell\ w.a,:i t ills twelve d~ys 
1 

8ll ·:at1:~w~r C:8JJ1.e 

,frqm th,e l!':mp.eror- statina th~t no evil shol.lld be done David, but honor· 

etnd freedom sho'ijld, be given. hfm throughout his• ·~n,:tire.· kin&dom, and 
. . . ~l -

a:11 h·i ~ needs sbou:i.a be. t8lcen care o.f. Af'te;r: r ,eo¢ivlng :th$.t letter, 

Da-vi~ Left Allne-ria. and r.e;a,ohe.d. a ·<i.it~· ca.l·le.d ·sel"b~f3, jou~eyir}g 

· Sa,bb-ath he·re,. and on· Sunday a;rrived_ ip ·cari-ag~~a • . an~ .ata,yt.d he'.l'e 
/, 

I in a. bea,utif.ul. pl~ce. Wh~m P.a.vid showed t,lte ~si ,t t:r~te:e the letter 

:from ihe l!!m:pe·rot·, they }),f:lnoreci h~, ·and ·ev.e..ryon.e in the city came 
,I 

to visi·t him. That .same: ·day· on, which. h, ·w4s b(m·ored,, olil,e o.f the 

nia.gistrates came ?,nd w~ted to. a,.irest David. He. haj. •1th 'him a. 
J.etter· fr.om the: Graind• Inquie.i t :or of l4ur-c,ia o:rde,Ding uavid' s a.r~eat-. 

After: the }k.tgi.~rtrat,e sa~ Jh~ 1 .et·ter·s th$.t David. hid from tb,;e -pe.rcr 
. ' 

~~d from the Pope, ~e s~:ia tb:at. 'he would wr.i~e 'the .Grand- lnq~.i;sitQr 
12'2' 

ariq a.&k }rim what to do.- ·' David wa.e ,made a prie~ne.r, howev.er, 'in the 

, .. giet·r:a:te''a home until the mes·s,enge:r r.et:urne·d with a letter fro,n· 
. i23 

t .he. Grand Irtqaiait,,rr $ta,ti-ng, that ~a'l(id wa.s pe:anitted to 2'eln'ain.· · 

Thi.fS' is the la,st 8t"~teme11t in Day-id' e diar.y .a.s. 

it bas c·Qme down to 1,1.s-. to-tiay. The- rema:in'del'· .o! tl:i'e diaey .seems. 

t .o pave be.en lo~t,. so we JnUst depend on: o·tll-e.r ·ao,urc.es for ·an account 

o.f Da-v·ia R-eubeDi,, ar·te,r he· :r.-e<reive'd -a ietter :.from •Cha-r l.e·s V &ranting 

him fi'eedom ~f movement.. .bom th.e ~epo,rt· .or Solomon Colaen, wbo 

·reeorded ~11 the. _expe_p,se_e incurred b'y David, we ·Iea.l"D t.tui.t ._ ine 

120. 
121·. 
122. 
123. 
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boat on which Davia was traveling wae ship.wrecked on ~n 'i.elat:1d in ri 
- ?lay 1527, and David was taken prisoner by a Spanish nobleman of 

· ,1L-)--l Cleromont. This nqblema.n took advantage of the ei tuation, ana 
.LJ,.i(• ~e;t ;acte~ much ransom from Da,v:id:

24
At the end of Solomon's rep_ort, .• l, J 

h '"C.- '\ .1 .. 
" he sta.t·ee that this nob~eman. brought David in July 1527 to Avignon. ( I 

i . V 

I ' 

The, Jewi.eh communi.tiee of Avi-gnon and Carpentr~s th.en ran.somed him. 

In addition. t.hese c-ommunitie.s received f_rom the Pope a guarantee 
125 pro,teotihg David from furthe·r · persecution. 

It is indeed astonishing to read the amount of 
money which David expended on his trip. The travel expenses tor 
the round trip to Portugal we.re about 'twenty two hWldred ducats. 

Da.:viid was very gen.e:roue i~ the giv•ing of· p.reee·nts, and it i .e e,stima~ 
ted that they cost him about two thousand ducats. Then too, the 
valuables that the nob'leman took away from him amoUnted to an enor-

mou.s sum. 

It is i~ Avignon that we leave David £or the 
present, and enter now into a discussio?'! of one whom David influenced 

greatly• Solomon llolcho. 

124. Neubauer, op.cit.f P· 216 
12,5. Neubauer, op.cit·, P• 223 
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CHKPTER .fi 

DA.VII) REUBElrI• S RELATIONSHIP WJTB'.. SOLOMON MOLOH0 

So1'omon MolchQ wa~ born a Marra.no, ,in Pc;>rtugai 

in 1.501. .lte :w8':.$ called Diogo Pi~ee unt.il afte.t ihi'S -.conversion to, 

'tfu¢-ai.Sl'?l' whe.n he 0;1-,an_u;e . . d hJ..· e, n·---_··_ to S' 1 ·u- , -h· H. · 
""~ 0 ......... · o omon .llll.O.i& · a:~ • e l:l'Oe'iTe.d. 

a good e'.qu·cat:ion,. ·an.d ~t"U.q.;i.t,d ) .ot.n La.t .in· and Po-rt.ug~se. He wae 

very ·b:rilliant~ and at the ~ge ·or iwe11-ty becam.e the se.cret:ary to 

King Joio lll., He spoke Latin v-ery well ~nd •~e gi,fte:d. w-ith ·natu;~al 

tloq:1,1.et1ee.. He was ha:nda·om:e. g\r .ace1'ul.i and, ima.s;:i~tive,. ~pd it 

i",ef!U.Jtred ·o.nry a sp·a;rk .to :kJnd.le b,.f:s ima.gina tion and to e--xcite him 

ti) e·C(?entr.'.ici tie's. rt ~as . Davsid Ileub·eni who e1;1;Ppit.ed this spuk 
126 /:1.tft-

which Ii.eeuJ. teq . .tn hie marty,rd_om. Joee·pl'.r.~-ioben ~ta:te~: 11\Vhe~- So·lomo:n 

saw. David~ .God. to·uohed his. heart,. and, he returned to ·the God of his 

fS:thei(.a. &n'd.- ctr·c:il:a.lc'l.Se,d h:.iilnaelf •. lle .knew: bothi.ng o·t tne law e>f 

God -a:119 of lio.ly ·scT.i-ptu:.re_s. in t.hose d~vs, bu:t it ~1m1.e: to pass that 

when 4e w~s cir.c1Jl\lc'ised, Go.d g~ve him wit?d.O~ so tha.t in -~ -eho·rt 
127 

-time he bec~e· w~s·er than. lU'l:1 man."' · fi·om Dav.:id' a diary we iean.;ied 

that he treated M:o.J:oho c.old-ly ,and, a.~vie!!-d h.i.m noi ;to clrcUJJ1~iee 

himself. SolomQti, d:t.P.regard~d'· til.i.s fi,dv'ice ('Jld eir~umcie-ed him~e-lf. 

Thie fact. l~ aupst.~ntia_t 'td by •a ie:tter tlciat M:ol:cho wr.ote to J;oeep)l 

T_a.yta.sak j.:,n wl:d,ch ).l.e d&a.cr-fflee how he f ·o.rc.ed hims.e1:f on Da.vio., an~ 

p.19a 



(:_. 
So.lom,on. Jloi.cho too:;t,, u.p ... _~8 . .,. •d - . · "J/s. 

. . . • ~ -tJ.... ..,e,~i enee- i_n Sa:lon:1.
1 

., 
whe.re, he round no-thin$ t 9 h.2.nd~_r 'him· £1'6~ praotiio-in~ Jud-ait1m •. 

In Salo'i'i-ika he m,a.d'.;e the a ·cq~ai.n.ta.nc.t r,f the, Capbalist Joseph T~­

ta.e:ak., an aac~tj.c eabtal_i.st who ihi tia\~q llolcho iirto the Cab'.ba.li_s•tic 

my-at~riee.. It ~s marv.elo.-ue tnat -it wtl;~ pos,&i:bl,e tor Molcho to 

lea.rl1 eo mueh• a·oout the Oab~a.la. d.urifli. ·the yeaFs 15.2~-1~27 • t.-.hait he 

was a})le to- write. a :Cabbalis:t«i:c. ,wo;r.k; ~nt-itled i1 J'° . Jl,l Tf and iike-
13:0 1 · • • 

wis-e hi_~ Oab}laUst.ic )n 'U"\7 ~ · flie eon.tempo~at.iee. believe<} that ·he 

a.cquir.eq· knowle:cl.te thil.o'ugh irispit:~tio,n. It. w~s. t.ttought tbat a 

Ma.aid,. a ibeaven.l,y IQe.ssenger, b·rough.t hi~ ~itsd.om in the silence' of 

the .n•igltt. 

Wherever' he ~t!nt, :ne e~:t~'bli&}:le.~ et1n.ne~tione. 

with t,he C:abbaliste. At1 ·Adr.'iano~le, Jlolcho cpnv.e,rt.ed .toe~pn C.~ro, 

whe ~ci le~t Spa-1-n "1h.en a boy and had ::ni t'h\f:tto ·busied himse,lf en• 

t .t rely ..,-:l ta. 'l'.aJ.il.lufl f.o. 1 ~~m:l:ng, t;.c:r the Gabb.aia. That Molehp :was in 

Pa.lef>'t.ine. i.e. o1ear t'~Qm bi:i; ·aecopd· .lette_:,r, $.lld we iea~n al·s_o ~~t 
. 131 

he .n.~d ,a lover th~x-e J'.}amecl SXJ.alshele,t .. -We do· not kpaw ·e~c·t~y how 

lo~g. he, ;s.ta;ye4 in Pa.,lest:ii1e1 but we know that before Ja.nuary 1530 

he was in Rom_e. 

Solomon c:o.n$1.d.e1:'ed him8~l;f th.e :torerunner of U~e 

Mess1a'.h_, $.Ild f:el t that he wa~ c'&llec1 to, aceept the role .o..t Eli .• 'lab,· 

and w.a~ anxious to speak ·of the app:roa,cl:til'.lg red.emplr.ion, to t~ 

.. ... d 13· -1-...... ·•re go_ i?la. to Rbme., lioioho e-te.yed :ro, kings of · Ghr1as ~en •oin. cJ."' ~ 

s9.me time in Ano<>na, e.n.d. l>'e~o. 

128,,., 

l~g. 
130 .• 
131. 
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Moleho came by boat ~Q .Ancona, 

He left 



.. 

w)li~ ne-xt to Ven·i.· ce w .. s tl,,.e ,. • t. .. - i i - ..., "" . .,unc ion uetween th.e·(.p'ecid:erit Md tlle 

~ri'e~t • a.)ld waa .c·rowded w;i tl+ Je,is going to t1le Dri-ent·. The l(arrano~ 
·of Ancona W.~P~ the l?opes f.T.om ile:xande1" yr to ca:..e.m.cent VII had . 

. g-1-yen _p:uot~cti~n ,, w:e_re a:tx.a.id to beeome e~t~g:J,ed in :the .r.ate ot 

Solonio:ri M0leho • They eV~:n ep·oke' against ,him t :o the ,Ga~dinn Q.nd 

t .old him tha-t. he w~e an a-poata;te f.:i;-Qm G-hri-,e:tianlty. lie was c:al.:l.ed 

b·etore the: Cardinal and ~dmitted that the cha-r.ge l'ae' t .Ne. n.ie 

Cax:~.ipa.1 wa~, ,un&.~le t,o do SJVihi,ng becaus~ t~efe was. t:r·e·ed-om ~f 

religio~. ix,, ·i;he -e,a.tates ot tbe C..hurch. Whe Carainal accordingly 

dlem_ieeed: bi:tn nut told 'hiJn '~Mt ~~ shoµl~ -not pr·ea~h to tae ChJi'iB.'!' 

t -i -ains 1against, Chri,s.t :ia~i t t ~ ·:But ](q1ch:Q did not ,opey the c~~d_inal 

and co·nt lnu~d pr~e,achi'ng -1,n :the s:ynae;o:gu«e. Solom0n made the aeqµain­

titnce .in h.nca·na •of the Duke -01' UrbiJ1a, Fr~-ee.Ll(!O 14a.tia d,ell& Rov·e.De I, 

who took him to .h.ia home at Pee:a.J."o and, establ-i.she9, for p.im a re·s.id~~oe· 
1-32 

ther-e. · 

S.olonion was. not 's,at-i.e·f ,ie.d. to stay _in Pee~r,o, bµt 

was anx:ious to go t.o Rome t,Q pre;pare :fo,r the: e.Qm~g of t ·he •~-J-sia'b.. 

Ai?:rivi;rl'g at t}J.e, out,s1¢:irt_e of Rome. ~'.ol6mo:n began t :o px&,y ·and asked 

God t .o• .r.,u·gi,r~ Is:rE!lel. _Be to g:.); ~P ·his. 1,"eside-nce at a Chrj.sti,a-n 

i:r:m, :~nd dre.ssing hijnsel:f :iin torn' a.rnl t~tt:ere~ clotheet s-o -~llat.-b.e 

1o·oked .lik.~ ~- d:e,epiee.d and rej.e,ct,~d: •one·. h'.e, ,taok :his stand. among ._ - .. . . 1a3 
the,. si~k antl the, _ _poor· .()n t;he brip.ge 0:ve~ the Tib.er :near t::tre Vatican! 

~e did thi s. in ac.corda.nce, with Jtess'ianic, tr.adit:iop which ~tated 

Mess,i'a.b. would tar~ ~ohg the l:epe:r:-s· anp. rag~ed. b~ggare :of tha:t :the .. - 134 
,, Rome_, to be r:!~9ne~ theno .. e, t ·o triwnph, Fo.r thirty day:s Solomon sat 

here eating only t~e. ijCS!l,t .iest. t.oo,cl~ 

1:32 .• 
15·3. 
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and had a dream which is indeed. eigni· fie.ant in tbe ligl'l.ti o-f sub-. !. sequent events. The· ~id appeared to him and told him tbat he bad. 
come to tell h:tm what was. to, ha_p_pen to Ohrlst·endam, He took Sdlo.mon. 
in his dream to Jerusalem, t o a. ,place between Kount Zion and J.eru.­
ealem. Here Solomon eaw two men both clothed in white. One qt the 
men held balances in his hand. Solomon was then told to ask the · 118Jl 

a:bout the j:'udgµient of the nation, namely Christianity. S.olomon 
tpen eaw a. l arge bea,st whleh re·eemb1ed a fo1ri of many colors flying 
a,bo~t him. Solomon asked apout thia ani1Da.l, and :W8te told that it 
wa.s the mother of the great sea mon-e-ters and ca.uses t.be rain to 
fall. Then Solomon saw another bird similar to the first one 
though smaller, and was told that tpis bird was the beast of the 
field, He wg,s told th.at these two birds had come to bring ab-Out 
1;ighte:ousness and justice; r,1ghteou$nes•s to Isra~l, ·and _just-.ic;e to 
all the na.tions. While .the old m~n was speaking, &. feather of the 
wing of the large bird fell off and the wind blew it away• and-Tfie 

feathers o·n the other wing became the 09lor of feathers of a raTen. 
Tb:e en1S:ll bird did n1ot· change, but remained the s8.lle, There was 
much t .bund,er and l'ightnint', and Solomon: became afraid. Solomcm 

,_ a~ked tj'l.e ineanJ.,ng of ~11, thi,s , an(i was told th.at :the large bi:i:-d 
.,._ {j, 'lo.\ ' l .. , · · · 11 . It ly and · -~ 1. . . sym.boli:Zed an earthquake and flood which wi occur in a '-·r· t'K:.<,~ IF . ) Portugal. The small bird, he was told would. come to intercede f"'/ __ j v._ , · . • establish the coven-,• :- 'tl for the 1nhabitant13 of the whole world,_ and to 
\,~ \J ,¥-, ..... r time· of Noah. Solo-. '' imt which God swor~ after the :flood duri.ng the 

m4n was warned not , to sta,y in Rome during the time or the flood, but 

should leave and then return later. 
The ligptning, he was told, 

the ' ll b seen in Rome after symbolized two great stars which w1 e 
ill symbolize the capitulation of flood. on~ of the stars w 

the 

the hands of the e.nem.Y, and the other countries west of Turkey into 
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When .S.olonio.n ~wbke, be went back te the inn 

and t,i~cid~d, tbat he ·would give .hiinse1f out a,~ a me:~s-enger· ,of Solo,. 

mori lfol.cho, ,so ~s to av.aid , befn~ (l~nounoed' by. his enemi~a,.. This. 

occurred in .Febru~r;y, 155Q.. He w~s .. :recogt)ized a.rid denounced t ·o the 

l •nq.uiei::-~io . .n. But Solomon; like Da-vid.,wae a f'.r3,en.d o,t Cleme:nt VII 

and of the. C~qi:na.Le, ee:pecially' Gui.lio o.t V.it~rbo, geronimo de 

:GJµ.nttcci, and Lore,n.z;o .Pu.o)~i., a;nd s:n s);i.cce.ete.ci in gb'itainJng al'. ponti-
13~ 

f i~al $)BS,8po?t tha:t g\i;ara,r1'tee4 'him. ag~i~~•t :t;uar,p1. Solqm,o.n, could 

n.o\t .go about unaf'.r.a.id... Every Sa:turaa-y h~ preache4 in the sy.Qa ... 
137: . 

gpgue and wot:i many· 'ad'.n,e.re.nt.s., 

Sol.Qma.n w.as so aeritai.n t:);la;t h4;$ vision: would. ·a~me 

true that he le,ft Rome for Venio,e sho-rtly, bef'or-e th~ floo.d which 

accur.re:d October a., 15'50. He-re in Venic,e he remained ·,a whi.J.ie to 

have hi.a new aaibbalistic wol"k pt~t~4,. It wJa here· .t~.t ae ag$.i,n 

·en,.rol.filt~red Dayid Reubeni,. Davfd. had co.me to Ve~iee aft~~" nis 

Ui:i,:~ue.ceal}.f11l atte~pt to ·win ov,ex the .King o.f Port,uga~ t ·.o }:).'.js ca\u~e. 

:in 'Verxice: he hoped tQ secure the aid of th'e Ve.netian ijepubl,ic. 

When Solomon met .P1vid,·, 'he. asked him abo.ut :tbe· Cabbala.. But. Ju&t 

. "' t 'h him- 60,·0lD.Ori .the reverse ha-pJ)e'ned~ for .Da'V'id a~ked So,lomon ... o eac · ·• . .J.j 

.riow tel t .tnat Dav.id had :ci~,ceived .. him, ~d that the latte'l" wa-~ ~c.qUJ1.in-

135. 
1:36, 
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Joseph ~~kohen., op: ci't •• Ih2Ua-.2,ia 
Graetz,•: ,G~s;cb,icht·e etc., p .• ,'243· 
J:cHie.:ph Ha,.kohen, o~ .,•cit .• , ·p • 2la 
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ted w.i':tb· ·th:!, Cab'bala. He no lol)ger believ.~d .in Da.v:tu., ~ igl'.l.oranc·~-., 

ouv. felt oonvlnced tha:t ·Talmu.dic and. Oa.b'O.al.ietic l.e_.an}~ng not 

beiJJg :t.n· ke~pir\g w-ith llts character as-an. ·amb·a.s·aaao·r, we.a -ae·s~ed 
. . ll8 

by. h.i,,m tn ,o:rder tti decei:v:e P.~o·p:i,e .• 

Wh'i'.le in Venlc~, Sol;Qmon. got mto a quarrel 

with a ·p..eysic,1a.n nainel;l. ;J"ac'.Ob1 'Mantin. Solomo.o tried tQ make: p.eace 

'be:twe·en him a.n;!i 8inother ph;ys'ic1a.n El.ias Chalp~9ri. Yant::;in. diilike.d 

thi·s inteneriti.on o,Jj So-1_.Q_mon' s pa.;--t,and 'trnanded, him a so~eerer. 

$'0',l~m0;n 1la¢ ma:ey enem:ie·s in Ve.pip·e- ~ong the Jews ,:whQ• teare4 for 

-their 1:tvee on hi·J> .acc.0unt, a.mi'. si> he: was pb',i ,e~ned by ~me of their ., . 1:39 . 
nwnber. Me re.oo:veTed,, h_.ow,eve;r,. ~.nd,. 'ih t .he spring of 1~3'1, ~e retur-

ne.<:1 to Rome. 

$0.lomon wa_a now balle·a as a great _prophet.r tor 

his· p=realct,ione h~a cqme true:. ·R:ome w~s 'Vlslt-e.o., ov a. rains,to·rm 

o,n OQto.b~:r 9, l ,?30 which J.!:l_e,ted: f.or a week.. Th~ ~ope was. ,not i~ 

Rom:e when. it 09curred, iProba.bli due to the fact ti:at b,e -heeded 
l.4.0· 

lto-lcho:·• a •a.li'i·ing.. .Likewise· in Fortug-al a:n .Tan.uaJ.1 26, .15;31, -~ 

earthquake- '<'Jocurrt4 4.ee.t.r:oyin:g ~ n\illllb.er of ho•ttses in Li,eb:on .. and 
141 

bu~ying ma.~ p,e~sons b~nea.tb the ruins~ 

The Portug,eae ambassador· B:t.as le.ta tuld SolOJDon 

a-s fallows,: "lf .the.' King had ktu::rwn· b'e.fol"e yol,\ left Portugal that 

Y·ou ·we.re s·o· wise. he would ~ave give~ you permls.sion to fellow aey . . . - • . 14'2 

r~).igi.~n- th1lt you would. ~~ye deai·red. • 

138. 
1~9. 
14:0·. 
14-i. 
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Bu1; .. $olomon was ,mn'S~antly pers~cuted by bis <'--l'lelo. 

mies. Ma;nt.t.n came tQ I\:OJne •· for· the.. ·pu~oae: ·ot eaus'frte; the d.o~:t'al.1 

o:f Solomqn... H¢: b'l.ainei tne, f;lp;an1:ab :ambassad~u,i tor hono:r:ing Solomon, 

bu:t he. would not listen 't .o. him.. J.tant-in t'h:.en, took ~is case. to the. 
In(llfi,si'tion,, :a.pd :t>roiJ,ght ·w1tnesse~ ·agail).st S,olomon from :Portug~l 

wb.o test.ifie'd tlilEi'°e SolomQn hAd. f.o.rmerly lJe:en a Cnr-±-st.i •tu:l~ Solomon 

wa~ tbell brought b~fo~~ t~:e Il;lqui~i iio:n. H~. ehow~d: the e;o~~t the 

lett•e,~ th~ lope had given him gFanttng l\il'll f.re-edom. The cit>lll't too.k 

th.~- let·te.r 14,w-~ l"rom ·lUm and bra~g:ht it t.o the Pope ,and as-ked him 

nis, :reaa.on, for i •~-s-u;t!;lg· it. :Clement aDawttr~(l that p.e, n;eed,.ed llo1cho, 

for -~ $eer~t p11.rpose,. and tb:~t :he should no·t be ·moleeted. 14ani.1n. 

then t ·o·ok t he, l,et:ter that Solo~on ll,a{i written t 00 Jose;P11· T&¥-tae:ak 

concenLtng: his, past lite-, anq his return t9 J'u9-ai:~, 1,md lla<i ii t 'tra.na.-­

la te4 in. to •La·t -i:m.~ and then g1av;e it ·to the !iig,uis-i tl-on trlbumil_ •. 

. T}:l._e: le·t-t~.r p;rO'b.a'l;ll~ c.oritaine4· .difipa't"a~lng remar..ka:· again·st Ohri-at:i-a,,, 

pi ty, ijO the, P,Qpe w~a .forced to Q;Qllee11t io llolc~o,• s ·being :bur.n~'1-~ · 

Cle:me,nt ,. howev.e·:t, p;-ld, S_plo.tno.n in. 'bis ow.p se·ecr-e·t chambers, ~d ·another 

wa.e burned. in his stead. When the j'tid~es o'f tr~e, Ijiqu:isl tiqn saw, . . . 

tha:t: they nad. been .elu_ped, they a.s:ked. the Po:pe tli.e meaning of it. 

Tne Pope, eoriui1anded that titeY: 1te e,ilent abo.qt this le~,t t.h~ ,vh.ole 

watJ..d .,go aetra.y .~fter )(o1c~o., we:re it kno~ 'that Jl'Q;Icho still liTed .. 

it. w~I? not :sa.:fe for M~labo· to _.reina1fr in ~ome any longe~. Ee.corted. 

by· a. few- :f'Sli~hfuJ. .ee:rvanta of· 'the Pope, S.olomoti ~ -l~ho left Rom;. 
1:43 

ln F,e bruax-;;y 153 ;i.. 



CHAF.TERV 

T.HE Elm t>F DAVID- -REUBEN.I AND ·$©DOMON MQLCHQ 

We do not know :~~ing. :about. :the ac.tivity of 
D_-av.id. Rettbenl an~ S<>lQ'~On, ·Jfolcho f~om the· •tl.Jle llcJlel?o 1-e!t ,-B;ame· 

'Unt,il tlie sUmnl,~r J,53_2 when ·tli).ey J•o'i:ne-d hands· a.ga]:n,. and co-nceived 

the, .tijea o:f ~oing, to see 0barlea V at Ra;~.isbon-. The re.asan fer 

tl)ei.l' goin,g t .o the, Emp.eror ie ,h9't o:l •ear but poe·sj,;b).y it- •wa:e to 

p~t.:Ltio.n_ the Eml)el'or :t·o pel'!ni t the Mar.ranos -ana Jews to (l~ them-
144 

s,e..lve-s · ~d .joiu, t~e- J:ewi~h, trabea in at·tackin'i the T.urks-. ot pos-

&ibly 'their plan wa--s tQ a,sk llim: to· limit the p(>w.~r. Q,f the. Inq~iai-
14·5 

ti'on ii) Slain and Portu88l .. · That ·tney came, t~ eonvert Cl)arl·ee v 
to J'u.da.ism has n.o faunda~.iQn. C.ha.rle.s V' had. called the . .Imp:exial 

D•j,e-t af ··Rati~bo11 tQgeth~r· at t;h$'t t:tm.e fo.r a •die.cue~ip,n of Su,le-iman. 

and tl'ie sie.g.e of' Vienna,, and: also: f .o_r -the pu1;poae' ·of b_rl~gil)g_ a:bout 
146 

peace betwee·n t .he •Catholi.c•s. and Protestants. 

:Ma.ohbl ·--- .~ 
) ' ) . 

Ratia-1>on qy way ot F.erra.~a and ::M'a.J}t~, and were received by the. 

Empe-ror. At Rat;is.bon, they- t..oiund a Je.wi·sh ·S,-adfa.n, J.os:el o.f 

,.Ro~e~iID:. Joael was .a t:av.o.l'.'i'te ·ot·- d~rle·e V and ~eoe-ir~d .many favoll'e 

. .frqm h~. W.he_n not occupieg.. 1ith. pol~tt~¢~1 af'fa,trs~ he studied 

a.na wrote. ~e compo-s·e.d. a. bQok entftled \J.1"'( rp.if Tl1' in hi.e sp:are 

t'inie·. He· J;ov~d to study ,·and said: ·"Ha-PW we'J.".e th~ ~on of' ol:J1 w,n.o 

tri·ed to e·scap.e the; van1t,i-es o•f this wo·rld in .. _mind .and ·tho.light in , 147 
orde;,r to del v-e into. -h~avenly mat~ers. 

l44,. 
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'I 
When .Joeel •m·et Soli@ol)... n.~·, t'J"it_d to «isauade 

him fr:otn ~r.eseht:"i~g h.ie ie.eat:i to the Empe·roj. .Jo.eel. 1'eJ. i th~t if' 

the Emperor woula le~rri t~ \ }'.I.:~ hap. aoeal,in.g~. ,w-1-th SoJ..omon, he w.oul.d. 
1'48 

get ~ng::,zy a.nd refuse to grant h'is favo.rit, &.f:!.Y priv.i.l.~g.ee. · Jo.eel 

f'e:l t tha:t it wo.ul'd b,e fo:r the. ·e;ood o:f all the .. Je~:s in !Ge~ w~r-e 

he n.o:t to. asso·ciate wi.\h thi~ v;i.s,i:onary. t .houe;h ·he r ·espected h.im, 

·a.$ he wrote -in· :theJiu,,;,t;; .n1k-b ~ -•in the year:· 1i~.. I ~~ ·tQ ·eom.e 

befar..e tlle ~pero.f · ~n .. the d.:ay ··t .he Oouno:ii:l ·met in th~ ett1 ot; 

Ra.ti e:b~m to a·ppear, · bef;o.,re tb'.~m· i •P.' l;lehalf of. tne J ewi~h peopl_e. •••..••..• , •• 

In tho s-e day.a, ca:me: ,his .~t-l'.a~ge :rpa;n, tl:ie pro:a,~lyte called,, Sol.-0.~op 

Molcho, w:i th s;t.ta.n~e idealS to -at6us.e the Em11e·ror by saging tha•t lle 

c~e to· ~all. f,-o-rth. a.11.1. th:e Jew.a for' a wa-r w.i:t.h Turkey.. When -the 

'.Emperor h.ea-rd what waa in his m.i.nd., l wrote., a, lette·r t :o Kol.oho 

wa,rnin,.g h~ not to ~rouse t~e ErliperQr lest he bu~at forth ,like a 
149 

.f ·tr.e. 11 

The Coun.eil, was. mee'tcing d:uring a (!0~cis.l period 

i~ (}erman hi_sto_ey. TJie T.urk.i.sh army -was L\tt~cking Jur.ope: and W&:I 

,()nir a few d~-.. dista.no-e ;from Vienn~! wi -t;;b.i_p. the. co1.U1_tr;y i;tse.lf 

t~e.re .-as oiTil war be:twee-n the Catholics a;ild Proteeta_.nts·. It 

wa,;5 in. ,euQh a . stat~ qf a.f.faire that Chafle-s appealed :to the Ohr·ts.'ti'ana 

a,t. ~tisb.on to f!irget pe·tty ·dif:f'-erence.s and to uni:t~ aga:in~t t'.be 

·Uo fui:imn~ dail s. 

Josel lqiew· t.hat C~r1e,s wa.s ,cruel .:and. pos$e~ae.d. 

l -it-t:1e, :mercy . ln. Spa:i~, l'ortu~fil, Napl6e., ·and.. Bel.giUJD he· b'4 

14:e~ 
1417. 
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strengthe?led th:e .,. __ 8 ,of t.he 1 ~.... . ~quiai 1;J.~n ana: oomma.m;ied ta b.ring 
hunc;lre~s a:na, thousana.e o_-t_· .Je ..... s a· nd· h ·· " .~, · eretic.a. t-t1, the. auto da- te. 
In Ge-many ta-~. J:ews en_j:oye~ pea.ne., and espe:cia:ll,y .r.oseib -enjoyed 

Jo ael' e: mE!iin nurJ'l:<tse in 1-.i .toe· was to d · d .;< l.!· .. • . • . o· ,g,Q . .;> 

ac.t~ 'tor nia co-religi:9t1.ie·t ·e, aiid he eo.n._t ,irn,J,fl,l_l;, a&k.e'd :favors. fo.r 

th.em from the Ernpe~or. Jo eel 1 .el t that David, ~ ,d. So-loir);(,Uf would' 

CAU'.se a s!'.-ea.t deal of t .rpu)ile for tb-e Jew·s.
1 

,ahd a.Q?Tis,e~Th~ for 

the sake of le~,;el to withdraw from Ratiebon and rtot annoy the 
·· ~rsct ·· 

Ein.peror. w~o· hs.d enou@l t~oub:le o:f h:ia. Mm. "· 

:Slit David ·anp. So_l ·omon r .efuse-d t:o heed t.he s4-

-vie"e· .o,f < Josel and carureqµ-~ntly, suffered! J'Ol:ie'ph .l.ia-koliert tells 

•u'f3 that. Sol.oroon· would-:~o t .o the Emp'.exor and W9ul'd :s-peE!!k w,i th him,. 

'l'_he ]Jnper()r pro·~~1;1ly l:>eoa.me •ctisg.ust-eti -wci th their apnoyi_ng: pres'et,1,ce", 

and haji them put in cbaiNs Jind ta:i~e,n to. Ma.ntua.. -'There they Ji.ere 

jud,ged by a c:1.elfie-al co.4rt and MQloho :w.a.s ~ent~nced $.!:? .. a renei~4e­

to be bu::t,11ed· at the at-alee.. When Sal.oinon was to be buxn,e~, in 

~.ove,mbet. l.532, h e -was ~gged, ~o tlie:t he, woul-d be tul.able, to ,l'ry 

ou·t ·-. Wh~n the fi,».e "uru~e-r .niln ,:wa:s aboµ:t :to b-e, k.i,.n"1l'eQ.. the: g~ 

w~s ·r~moved, a;nd p.e·· ··w~a· told t~t if .h;e w.o-u.14· r~pent ~p..d become 

$. Ch:ristia?!, . lie· wQuld be pardon~·d ! He, en~wered 'that his only regt,e-t 

wa~ :that- .in hia: .,youth he had be.en a. Christi8.l'l 'j iui.d:. 'his hope we.s 

that- ·God would rece-ive tav:'ora.bly hie. ~o.u).. The· mob pe.came ind.ig­

rtant whe,n · they' h.ea.rtl this, 'ap9, b .e wa~ immediately thrown to the, 
' ~ . . 

fiame•s:~~l ~Y of ~olc:bo • s to·llowe-rs refue.ed to b"elieve, t ·hs:t b.e ~d 

_p-e.ri.ibej ·OJ1,. the ata;k~~ S9me said that he b&d e,e,i;aped ijee. t.b, the 

t ,_m ._., _J·.uet a_ 6 he ~ad on \be t'ir,~t oooas-1.on. seconq _. ... Some ea.id 'th'at 
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they saw him .a week after his auto 
152 he visited hie bride at Safet. 

/ 
da. .fe;· .o.the,re me,tnta.ined 't'hat 

In one of the old synagogues in Prague even to 
the present da;y, the relics of .Solomon -Yolcho are to be. ~ound. 

Among 'them are an 'a:Jiba ke.nfos', two small Ilag.e, and his ehroud. 

The silk shroud h.ae lQB.nY, little wooden buttor;is an~ an einb.roid.ered 

seam .. The -little- nags are mde of red damask silk, on which are 

emproidered in yellow ai).k the i'ollowing. ver~es f-.rom the. Peal.ms: 
43:1, 96:U, 46:8, ?9:6, 83:lo. 85:2, 4?:6-, 94:l, 47:4, 9:21, 33:3, 

54:21, ?6:4, 9():16., l~O··;l• 140:4,:. 4.7-:9; Is~iah 40:2; ~entatione 

3:66; and IISamuel 22:35 and ~2:58. Before verse nine- of Ps&J,m ,? 

ie added: "The. Lord is King, the Lord was King,, the Lo,r.d will be. 
King for ever an-0. ever.• It is possible that th~ae vereee we_re 

the maxitne J>f Mol,eho. Theee biblical v ·ereee. have li t'tle connection 
with each other, but t:tiey bre.athe a bellig.eTent spirit as is fitting 

155 
for a propagandie•t o-f the Messianic idea. 

_Solomon wrote. the follow,ing works: (i) •.sermons•; 

(ii) ,1 J.f .111 n ; (iii) Cabbal:istic ·dieserta.tions;-{iv) "Opinion of. 

the Year of 'Rede~Tlti·on"·; (v)Poemei (vi)· tl 'PJ ; (vii•) His diary beg-~ . 154 
inning ~ 1 I~ 1 D;., '"tl ''f .J .11.2 V 11.<,7 ~ ./ ~J;~ ir.>,;l • 

David did ~ot suffer the death of a martyr. 

Charles topk him in chains to Bologp,- a.pd later. in AprJ.l 1'5J9., 
155 

brought him to Spa.in, ~d he wae cast into the Inquisition prison. 

Th• ln. quiai tion had no power· over h'im sinc.e he wa:s a J.ew. A ~ortu-~ 156 
geee, source-- tells ue that he was etill livir:ig in. 1535. The place 

152. 
153. 

Jlonateohrift. vo'l: 5 • P• .2-~0 - , · s l M.oloho,•, Monat-Alfred Grot.te: ".Die. ·' R~liquien dee . $. omo 
schrift. vol. 67, p.'167- 170 
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w~e•;t'e he was: lmpfi a•on.ed' :.i$ · t kn no, · · own, nor is his ,end lqlewn. bµ.ti 

.he· -was PltllP.ably t,o·i e9_ned o·r · died :from .e·ut'.f eJ?1n.e}5:7 ·. 

We .Qav~ aesen in a pr.evi-o.u~ cnapte,r ho"°' the fU.lven-t. 
O:f Da~tfd. ,had ret•:<>:,-"'id' :~d· the·. 1 . . """"' • · nt:roducciip.n of the ln~uisition i~t.o 

l>o•:rtugal, a:nd n~w l -.111 try to show brief.li t;;n~ co•n~:t-iona of t:ne. 

M~_;r:,ra,noe: $':fter Davi~ wa,,s• f ·oroe~ to .leave Po?!tugai. It was stated 

~ b'e.;(0;1te th:$,t 'D'av'id. was • .fa.reed 'to· l 'ei:,;v~ b~~~se: ol' the D'iovo Piee affair 
0 " . -

.and wa:s ~cquee~ af' t -rying to. bring th.e Marra.po~ back t9, .Juda.tam •. 

In tlle report of 'the- Ipqnisitdr' of Badajo2., n~Eld S~la,ya., to -the 

King of Por-tu_g~1 on llatc1;1 30, 1~2.8 ,, Tie :ttead. a. : sta;t.emen;t . as follows: 

• l'w'O or tla:r;:e·e. years ag.o·; s, certain Jew capie ~o Pqrtqg~l i:ro1n a. fa.r­

eign :).and ~d S.',Pok,e to hie cG-.re1.~gionists that they ahov.Id. l)repa:re 

themselve:e ~o re-pe_iv.·e tht Me:a.s.iah., who· w·i ,11 aoO'n came ~d: gather them 

from evet.y lan9- and J.e~.d t'hem to tne pr0..m.ie.ed. iaruL lie receiv.·ect 

much s\lt,po,tt, an4 many b~~ret,ics fled to Portug$:l-,whe.r,e t}'.!:ey we:re 

sheJ. te-red. So manv of the he.ret'ice eo:lle-oted· on the bo'ig;~r tl;ra.t 
~· ' - 151: . 

an :am~d bS.Jiui o.f: t.hein att$.c,ke.:d. the city· ,of l3a.(laj:oz. Whey ha:¢ at.-

'tacke<J. .Be.d;a.Jo·z in .o~4.e.r to re.ec,ue some . .Ma~:J"anp 110:inen wh.p we'l'e. 

impiri.SO?led. in the Inquisition· dtibgeQn. 

,.. 
Dav.id: had pr.trb.ably a1rea.dy le:ft Portugal.. .Toao 

Ill. now "B'&W the .effect ,of Dav:i .d' s, ,&tQf in Portugal, t¢d ~n!luenced 

by the cie.r -ieal pe."y, b.e-g~ to 11;1~e plans f o~ the in~roductie.b 

o.! t.lle t.n.qu1-si,t .i'o.n... Other it3C.ident~ occ_urr.e.d. :which. lliade the lting 

154. 
1·55. 
ibg .• 
157,. 
158. 
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.dee-id~ to int.r.oquce .the Init_uie.itio.~. '?he Biehop of Ceuta. Henriqu--e, 

.a f 'o'I:mex· Fraheisc~n li!0nk:1 Dl.\mte.d: five Ma:rrEµlo~ ~;uspe.citd ·of . .:rewi:sh· 

pr:ae~ioe13 in hie. dioo,ese of" Oliv~n:~a: ifi, 1530· .w,ithout a trial a;nA_.-' . . ~ 

wi t~0ut t ·roubling, ae ·~o whetp;er the tribU)la_l ·~~ the lnt11uisitio~ 

was 9r wa.-~. ,not 138.D,.c-tj;o.nert bV' th-e Pope and legally eat:a,bll~h~d by, 

the E.i¼ng. Hen:r;:l,q,ue now im-plpre,d, the King to intrG~ce ~e lnq:J:.\i~i­

t ,i.on 'in earnes.t, eo the l ~tte,r deelded tu .ae·k Clement VI1 to _san,ction 

t-:11~ In,qu:hf:ttion., ii;nd_ B•ras, Neto th'e 'Portug~~e aml?$'..i;.n,:ado.r s;t Rome 

received o·~der_s t,o, o•btidt1 _ a bull from, the P6pe establishing the 
15-,9 . 

'Ingµisitio·ri in Po;-tugal. . The ~rr-~~oa had :t.ri'e-nd.s- among. 1:rom.e of 

the clergy however, esp~oially Fe-:rdiDaµ-d Cout-tnho, Bi'ehe_p· l)f 

Algarv:e, a.mi Diogo Prnheiro., Bieaop,. o·r h.Jich~l, who beLieT.ed that' 

the liarxa,ia·s •c·oultl bEt wan ov-e.r tn.rou:g:n ge:t1tl.e means, and; no~ t.µr-Q\18:h 
~ ' 160,, 

'for9e. 

At the time. t tfa't' ..Bras Net.o .pre•e-ented. the IQ:ri.g'.s 

1J1andaite £pr, t .he int:ro.duc·tion, of the- -Inqtii.si tion~. Solomon llolcfi.o 

w.as en.jo~i,-ig: the f:at.-p~ of the Pope -and• the CiU'cltnait;·. S,olamo_n, bad 
' 1 

,just- retur1').ep. t .o Rome, ~ft.er ti,ie fl.oC;>d, a.nd ha,:! been ;ha,ile.4 ·~s a 

l)l'Ol)h~ t . The r .esui t was th~t the. Pope r.efue.ed -t;·o, sati·eti~n .the 

ihtroduc-ti!on of' fihe ln~uiei't·io:n into· ,ortutal .. 

Neto dat.ed June,.11 .• 153.l, ang Ad,d:.J;!.e•s.£e4 to ·ting J'oao, he· s.t.~'t.eJ! U:i~t 

tbe- P-0pe-•1 s av.er~io:n to gra;n.t the 'bl.ill ~-ap.ctio-.,iing, tlle es'tablis.luient 

o·f ,ht;! IJ;]:quie.t1f ton in :Por~uga.1~ w:a.e <iile to his part.ie..lit_y tor the 
1!61 

J'ewieh Princ.e, f"~om As:ia;. · 

Aft.ex- so lorn.on ' •S:, ,d:e1;>ar.ture f'.rom ·aome, a ·,diff·ere.nt 

169-. 
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l. 

f-;r.:0 11! ine .:Pope De,eem:'.b·e·r- l7, lp3.i. ·eet~bl:i'ehing 'the• Inqui.eifion, al• 
162 . . 

thouglj. ·a,eve.~l Q.f the c·a.rdina.ls ·opp.os-ed it, The P.CJpe. who· had al-

W,a.ye b~en ~ :.f·r:i~n9- ot the, -Mal:rano·e and t'be 3eJfs ~pc.lud·e~ -tb:e IiU\h.erans· 

undel! t,h.e jt1:z;-i-adictlon., o.£ the lnJ1µi .e .. i tion. and .wa·, cltre.f'u_l -t9 aee, 

tha't. t~e ·no~~riiciian'3 diq not. a,~qu.i;re p~we:r over the Jlarr.an,n3. 

:Piogo· de- Silv:a-, the Ning' e .eonfeesoi:i. and a i'.nmci.~.c~. w_as a.pl>,O',:ii-ht..ed 
. . 

rnquisi tor. Ge-rteral of Portuza.l. Three t •r-i'b.unarif! were establ._.i,.s~ed., 

a ,t L,isb.Prh Evor;a.., ant .. Co;ilnbr~. It -was. not umt.il 1556 iihat tll.e In­
qui.s.i tio.n :w~.s 1:nt-rodueed i ,n.to P'o.x-t1.1;gal, and.. in i -957' we ~e.e, :fro.Ill the· 

Spa.n·ish State P-ap.e•r~ t}¥tt the :(nqui~i.tion in Portug~l was d'i:r.e·cted 

'fir.st a~ainst the Morlscoe a:nd riot .a.gai'ns.t the, Marrtmoe·. On Feb­

ruary '1:, 1537; . $he· Rirt& .i.s·e.ue:d an edj.ot QX~er.m~ that a.11 Jell:~ 

ll).Us't wear· ·a 'ba{i'ge in o,r.d·er th~.t they mi€;\.lt b~ 4i~et1.nguieb,ed fro,m 

the Ohr is.t ia.ne. 

~u~en .of· Hun.g~t-y tr.o~ Lisbon that. as. Y·et th.ere waa ,no Inquis4.ti0;n 

in .Po:rtuga-1. In ,th'e yea.r -1!t40, th:e· ,autQ da f ·e. b·egan in earnest 

a.ga-!nst t'lre Ma:r~aQ.o, but it, W$B r,u)t until aft~r l.560 tlia,t t)ley· became 
1Jt3 

m.lllle l.:'Q t..ta • 



CONCLIIS?QN· 

B&f.ore orin:g:lng this the&is- ·to a e:le·ee ,. i ,t ·m•y. 

be we,1:t t ·o ~al\l a. f""w ,.. ·d ,., t ..1.. 
.,. • N Wvr s auQu · ljJle sty,1e Of Da~id, Reu.benfe di~y. 

Netib.au.er claims· th.at, t ·,..e Heb;.,.e•w e·t··v1·e of n· .. ,..,j;.ll!' I d · · · 1 t.,,_,_ .,, 
• · · • • · ;Jc;i,, · •· .., ·ff · ii' . · · ""-~• u. ·.8 J.&T;Y ·· 5 ,ua;t O..i.· 

a:· Geniuth Jew·;. ana, as.s.e.rtli!• tha.t Davtd might, ·have· bee.n ·su.cb. • . e,l tM:tigh 
164 

a native of Egypt who .kne:w tl'&bic a,e hi.a .. mother to:~lie. 1'~e ~Jl-

~c'r'ipt a.a. prihted in NeUb~utir is t .o be. found in the: Bodlelari 

Liltra.~y-. Ne.ubauer, does not bel,lev·e tba..:t it i .s Uie, o~iisin;al becau&e 

of th.e many mi:s .ta.ke·.s and frequ~n:t o.t;r,1is;eions. '.fu.ie, m.a.n,uscript eam~ 

tp the lilrrary among the .lli~cha..el lfahasc-r-ipts. in .18.48,, b-eine, th~p 

~umber~a: .5:60. It :b.13 b.-ee:n m..io.s4.~g s-in.c.e 1867 ell t-he. :t-~t as. w't.. 

have it i .~: p·ript·ed :ttoIQ a fJ1.c .. simlJ.Ji whlch. forttµtate.J,,y- ha4--been ~de 

by t ·~,e :F{ev. ;r. C.Qhe-n.. As ·to the s,tyle of tne l{ebrew, I r-~8.r-e,t that, 

_my knowledge pf the, langµage does .not pe"I'Illi t me to· di:s,t.j,r;guieh 

b~tween a German s:t;y;le·. of Hebrew., and Hebl;'e.w '&.~ ~mpl.~l)'ed by a Jew 

from A-r.abia.. i}Q;w.ev,e:r. I J.f•iil 4tt.te:aip't :to poi'n:t out. sijme: of the 

cba-rac.teristic·s o·+,f: Davi.d' e e·tyle- and eve-n eqm;e ·.oi lliij-. ~i:e:1;ak.e.·E! ·,is 

I fo·tm¢ th.~m i:p his dJaJ:Y. He• often u.s.ee· •.feminine n.ouns with ~s-
165 

cul-ine verbs, ~s fo.l' exampl~ ;1-v/ 1'- t~, . · 1:te u:s~E> the same. word. in 

~oth ~en~_e,rs, . for example JJ:
6
:, w.hiajl is ~111a1s- maecuii.ne., be · 

t •_· •. . 1· n· t\,.e femi·n· · i' ne lie us.es, tne plur6'l. of 11ouns1 witl.1 use.,!?· -$. 1.,l.mes '. .t1 · · · ' · • ~ -

167 
s-tn.:gU.l.8,1'. verb~,, 8,.s· ro:r e~pte, 1:r;,1,1> ·;s' rf •· · D~'Yi~'·e style t~ ve'l!Y 
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ex.pec.t fr.o.m. 'a .. m.·. ·i'_l_ i ta""' ....... -.' . A"' t · · · · ... .." .w.a • .u " · xmee it .iQ dif.tio~ t to un~e:r.sta..?ld 

e,v.eryt·hi~g due- to fa.µ.l~y const.r:uc't.io•ns , ·but allowance ·must . b~ ln:8-4e 

:f..ot- error-a: made in 09ll'yi.ng~ 

.Afte~ E\tudy,ins his, d.ia.r;y ~d· the works wr.itten 

about p.im,. it i5, ~ hµmbl~ o;p.inion that ~Yi'd Beubeni l .eft Ar.abia 

:fox the purpose of .eeeurinJ aid fo.r .pis tel. low 'Jew•e wl:lo :wer-e· haras-

sed by the Mohammedans t":-e..,...e. I -'· 1· s mv ~,..,e r:v t ·:n t· t t:i.."'t t ·· .1'4 ... '·" .. -v- i.,u O Ii : a. a· .·:uo. 1me 

~here ,w.ere Jews- liv~ng •;i;n Acr~bta. who ·~.a.rt.ied a.n ~ spice .trad.e:. 

lt .is likely t:tla.t they were- ti:_eqµ~nt.ly _attacked by ~h~ Bedpu,1Jt& 

and- were robbed. I believe t})at ·the idea ~·f ~ Jewish kingdQm wa_s 

a: pure invent-ton on the pa:r·t . o.f .. David, in ord.e'r t.o secur.e a.id f.rom 

the Cb;r..i:st.i-?m~-~ l.t. is ,P.Q·ssib,l,e· that t}lecJ;"e m,d:ght nave 'be.ell. ~ 1$.r,ge 

n ll!ll,'ber :o·f Jews living in ~ha.t , dietric·t thffn, and the¥. might even 
ha.V:e h.$d aome p~l:i t ·ic~l ·or.g~~it•atidn, ou,t tha·t they were t.he de,s-

·c::·enda,nt.a of the te:n t'ri-b:ee. ia -p~ob~b,1¥· a f'ict.io:n invente4 by Dav•i'd 

·to .. aro.uee &)'mpa,thy and.. int:er.est. David knew that. at tn~t tim~ 

th.e Turk was ha.ted in EittQ,pe oj a.l.l th~ grea 'Ii powe,rs ,inclU'd.ipe, tla.e. 

: ) Pope , ~d _be, tli.Qught that i -t was ~ii qp.po·.rt~:ne moment !or '.g,Jin ~o 

; , . l ·'"'t I seeure ai~ in f ight:i:ng the GQ1$1JJ,n ~n~. Th:.i:·s in 'brief' wa:e· his 
v-.J-.; 

j. mieaian:. th~ .res·t wa~_me~•~ oipe,U-ighme•ilt. 

, r 

t 
I 

lt is a ke,en sense of reg:r~t to ·m~. t)le..t we d:o not 
I 

~-as~ese t~e. qoIJ'.lplete diaty l:)f l-Ja:V'id ,aeubeni. :t e_a:n nQ• ~:ppreo-iate 

th~ fe.eli.ngs of s•chol~r.s who disco.ver 1os.t fragments o-f •manuscript.a, 

men ; wlio in the .eye.1:;r, o-f .-~b,e· world appear e:s .d~~ a.r0.haeol,o,glF$t_,, 

bu·t who through their di.ligen,t wo.rk a r e ad.Ji'.J.;pe; to tl1e thought. and 

·i}rog:ress o,f th~ worl~. rt is in.&' te:rvent pl'ayei' that some day t:t;le 

remainder· .of the diary will be" -f ound wbio~ w1ll th~ ow ~ew l igat ,. 
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