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INTRODUCTION 

Neither, the Bible nor the prophetic writings, in _particu

lar,. are exapiples of ·~sternatic theologies or dogmatics.. tfo 

lu~id; well-ordered do.ctri'ne concerning God can be found on 

their pages. However, if theology is nauman judgementa of 

Goq .and th~ godl.y- life, 11(l) tb-en sutrely the Bi'b.:l,.e is that. 

testament to the God who revealed Himself through His acts 

and t1irough.man1 e pereeption of God•~ nature. 

Amos and proto-I-saiah(,2) nre then theol.ogians in t-h~t-

respect. Both were men who became aware of <fod -and 'Who formed 
. . 

judgements concerrih>:g His nature and: what the imp1ications 

of that nature meant to 11en. Their writings c~et be con

sid~red a catalo~e e~ doctrines~ but within theJn the pro

phets presented a c-lear'ly formulated and logically developed 

God-idea. It is t he- intention of the 11riter to offer thp.t 

God-idea as 9ne inherently present in the 'books o'f Amos ·~ 

Is~ah, tlfO God-thrill~ men -,mose being~, wP:i'ds and actions 

all -revealed His glorious pu.rpos$s .• 

In antiei_pation of what follows, these suppositions 

must b~ stated. ID t,hat is ext-ant in the Bible of Amos. 

an~ Isaiah is not originally the lfOrds of these prophets. 

' 
Tbrdugh the critical a,pproach o~ two scholars thi:it which is 

thought to bf3 genuine t "Q the prophets has been elevat.ed to 

consideration as original. The texts used as the 11books" 

of Amos .and .I.saiah are those contained in two works: 
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"'ti'l.~ .A.,dg..:r;es.s ot Am(fs" by Julian 140:rie:µs~rn, an!i "I~t~oclua.,

tion· and Critical Ni.:>tes to. ·t1le- Por.tio:ns' of· :rs.aiah l-39.' Relid 

:i,:n di:a;ss'l1' by Sllel~ol;)., R.. B.~ank, Both are- mimeogra;pheti 'IJ'Orks 

in u.s~• ati tbe• H.eb:tew JJrti.Qn G.oU~ge • 

.Amos and Tsai$ we~e• alike in their visions-; ,similar .in 

tho.-µgh:b-:patt~rns· ;anq. '.P~l.at,ed in thei.? idea ~.f ·09a. They. a;,'& 

pre.se.nted a-s otie .i ib tMa :p~p~r, e~cep:t, ·lth.~.re· .~. div~:r,g,enee of 

op~ion o~· e~ensi.qn of ·oelief may be; indieat.ed. 



GOD - '11fni} SPIRITUAL B:IDINcr 

A,mr;>.s: ahd Isaiah spoke to, a people llho had a God-idea 

and who aet.ed in asg·erd lfith lf.b~t· tb¢ natur-,· of' tb~:t· Ge.xi 

delll'a'nded ·oi' t .hem., Bur.$-ting £,otth ~n t .he· sta:ge o;f'. histo:r;r. 

at a time. •hen God had airead}r t>eert aqcepteQ; as the .God of 

Is0~el, llhe-1;1. t.~e.hniqu-e~ of lfPr.ship.ping ff~ lfel'e ,-:ei'ined and 

familiar, the two e:ast as±de tim~hono-red notions to tliund~r 

t◊rt}i a ne"!' con~.8:pt ot realit7. With caustic ut'te~ance~* 

bitipg -plira~s and ~petr.;ating insig)'.}t, th'e p:r.ophets dec

lared• that God was not, -:tmat tne people, thoilgl\t Him to b~. 

:W:itll a kt}owled,ge derived from .. inten~e ,p~~onal ·e~erlep._ce, 

observat:iloJt of' lr\an ·~d 'his actions·, . ,$.d teinpered by an 

a~rei:iess or ~ reality· in and. a.pa.it. from the. um.verse; Amos 

aJld );.§~ah eateg0.:rieally ~ounqed, t~e natur.e of God! 

G.Qd: ·is ·not il1B-n1 :He is. spi.rit al'ld ;~ot flesh. (J'): 4:s aµch; 

Goel. is supreme;J.y emnent. The: $tuff of: iro~t God ii.$ is n·ot 

·;I!J,lt·e:d.al. - he capnot be carried ~ can Sakkuth -a:rtd Kaiwan..C4) 

God. camiot be: ·£asn,i.Qn~4 by li@.n. (5) f;te ls utterly.· ·uni.~e all 

'1· ·god.s worshipped. l:iy men(6} far> lre al9ne is t,o. be exaJ:tedJ7} 

.~od, i ,s a $p,i.ri.t..:being wiih a. J>ersona:ti<ty, ~ He c~ b-e: 

·al')proabheti l)y ,l'Bap:(B) ·~ lt~ seeks O\l.t. re:lati.~shipa nt.h 
ntan. l9) God, ~ .PersoAili t,y F1lIUI th.e ''li.bol~ gru$.t, ·of · human

like 19.mo~i,q,n~ ~ ~ttributes. lto~ver, ln new of God being, 

~irit .and not fiesh, tne:s.e .elilot>ions and. ·at-tribute~ mu$t b~ 

uqd.~r.stood as .desc.1;"1ptfons a,plied t.o Him by e~t~ ,e.reatures 
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who s-eek to app.rouma.te Qod1 s nat'IU'e in ,word13,. 
' ·, 7 

Gqp.. sees, (lO) hears, (ll) speaks, (12) i,nhales/13) and 
1 ' 

touche;~(l4) £or He has eyes,(15) a m61ith,(16) hands.(17) 

Yet, for aU this, He cannot be pictured in a specific form 

or contour -, spirit is intangible.. God's emotions ,are simi

lar· to those of man. He :ta. capable of . overwhelming love and 
" 

affection,(l8)·hate,(l9) joy.(20) As a being invested lrl.tb 

passion· and feeling, He voices :Lndignatlon< 21) ·a,nd. e.xpresses 

Hu wrath< 22) in no uncertain tel,'111s: nr hate, I spurn your 
' ' ' 1 

feasts11 i~?2.."Fasting and festal ·gathering and your appointed 

!'eastsi my, sou1 hateth. 11('24) Virtdly d,o~s .He reproaeh,( 2.5) 

His tauntingC 26) is picturesque. God can be provoked, ( 27) 
,·,: ;._ /' ,, ..... ,.,. trs<•'(f;;o) (20) 

He suffers' ~guish , ;1:> ·'because or rejection by ·man. 7 

11'! alll wea17 to bear themn(.30) is the pitiful cry of a Qod 

who is sated(Jl) with the action~ of l!len. Disappointment<32) 

is an aspe<?t o.f Go.d• s personality, for He is a demanding(33) 

God. When His purposes are t.h1ra.I'ted, He seeks vengeance(34) 

as an e~:ress.io:h G>:t -i:lis' dissatis~~otion. {34) Men M.de '1frQ.lll. 

he.fore the dread presence 0£ the Lord 11(J5) ,m9 causes fear 

and dread.(36) and tetrifies ths peoples. (37) 

Althou~ God ca!) be perceived as "clear heat in sun

shine, like a cloud 0£ dew in the heat of the barvest,tt(3B) 

He it, n.(1jt a quiescent., still being~ Although men deri:ve 

strength from their relationship to God by remaining inactive,(39) 

God is active. Re is like 11nters ••• that go softly. u:C40.) 

He moves and t~ a "doer". His activities are manifold, for 

God is Omnipotent. H'e ma.nifests Himself in the movements 



". 

df .. :v-at;lop~, _pe,.oples and in n~ture, but H~ ·1.~ not a p~r-son

ii'ication 0£ either, 

As a deer, God. maj:{e-s ar,rl, f~shio'ns;J 4l.) H,e ·easj3s Him-

:~·~_l,,f o! liis a:dve.rsaries, (42·) br.:eaks dowti walls. {43) By the 

sifre~t.h ot His ~a( li4) He reveals }Jj.mself, and c·ai:i •q:~se 
:r' f 

a: t;otteI'1._Jlg(,4. ·J s-imi-la,r t .o ,the mQv~~nt of an ovet-1.ad,,~n.. 

,mgon. Re is Omnipotent-; He. alone. fias powe,r civer all. 

peopl:es. ·ifot only. Is~ael ('46) "butr ~ -~,;i~ions, cities and 
- ½ ~·'-°'-:,,._ ( ·~~ - ,·. ' \.0, 

pe.,.-.sons .:a~e, sttbj'~ct tQ ·lJts ·desi'gn: Dainks:¢:U~;:· ~1 G~,~a;Cl4Q) ' 
.~ · (.ir, ~-·:.:. fY,~· . . , . .. . ·~ 
As!iddci and. Askelon ;, ( 49) Maab 1 ( 50') ·Ammon ;f5l) Fhilistia and 

s,;1a/$~), Calnen ai:i~ a~t.h.(5.3') He ts t.he 1•;vorld-Godii('5:4) 

1'ho· •diret:t;s tbe movements ~ actton_s of any p~.opl~. (t.5} 

Assyria: ~xe~utes iii$ deeree,(56) ~y,rians and falli-stines 

are ~purr~~ on py. Him. ( 57) 

Natllre,c is a manife.st.?t:Lon of. Gc'd 1 -s · ~cti:vity. .l{e ~ 

s.end a: fh•e/>B) eaiis.e a sto.rm,:(59) make ·the sUh t.o set. (GO) 

H.e ii$ the 1'oi,-ee· b~hi~ the ·elo'!;tj.s and the 11~n_;:(6l,) ~ail;:f62) 

. ; )) ri;~rs,;(:6-3) tnunq~r, earthquWce, lri:µ.:rlwin.d ~ telJtI):~st. C'6L) 

ct 

'th~ d~on.s~rat,ion 9£ Ri,s :purposes. Nature is God1'•s ~ddl,e

man, t .estif;yihg to His design ~!li .4~sire~; 

••And yet-:, it, was. I tnat- g~ve you 
Cle-anrie-s.s o! teet.h. ·in· aU yo1.1,r cit:i.:es, . 
.Arl<;l l~tl.f pf 'bre~d. in: -all your. places;· 
'$ut yo)1 ct,id ~ot- :Pe.turn to me, Sai. tn. the Lord-., 
It wa:s I tha,t .. ·wtthhel:d £:r.0.m you•· the fain; 
And I s.en.t r~:Ln on on~: city 
]:lut upon another· I se~t nQ-rain. 
But you did not -n~t.ur-~ tp pie, s:a:ith th.e Lord. 
I ,s.mo·te: YG.1:i :witt{h blight :;an,d mildew; 
:i; :i,atpXwa.a~e your ga.t:del_}s· _·ai:id ·~~lll' rineya'.ro~; . . . 
And. iou,r, '.f.:1.g tr.ees and olive t.r;e·e$: :l:rhe 1ocus-t::. devg~ed.. 
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Bu.-t. rau did not retu,m. -to me·, ·Sai-th tqe Lord~ 
I ~ent . a pe,s;tilence •among y:bu: 

a.rte,:- :t:he manner· o.--r•· Egypt; 
I slew ¥-O'lr yo_Ullli m~n :wi.:th the• swo~, 
knd l ._brough:t. up• the s:t.e'ncll of y.our camp 'I 

11).t<;> 1ou:it riosttil..s·. . 
Bat you di'~. not return 'to _me, ·Saith the ·tord,. 11.( 6.5) 

'l'he Wor-ld-Gad is nQt onJ.y ,sltpr~;J,.y po~er-fil, lie i$ <lmli

pre~en\.. G<:>d, t-rans_c.:-ends, the-l~t of .lan~ a.rtli peop1e. H~ 

qan 1Jlift a.n ensi~ to a -patioi/rrom af:ar ,aiJ.d . w.ill hiss· 

tQr· him _from th.~ e.nd ot tti~ e~~h. il'66) H}s s,igns ~re 

rndenti;' as, de.ep, as Sheol or-me).,u1t,ing high abo#~.{ 67): 

GQd ts ev:ernb~r.-, t'or. '''that ,mich fills the eartih is His 

.glol'Y,. n(ti.8') il.l-p91,r1:ff.t£ul., a11--per.v-ad:tr;g•, all-kn_owirig i _s the 

.God .of Amos. and Isaiab. He t~ wi.se{6'9) but• l\Qt··. in m~• s 

Gc.>ci. k;nows all the. oo:unsels and :works o:f men/70) 

Hie. kno.wleg.g.e is lµµ.J:liti:t$d, 

Qoci ii;, J,U'lique, :alone..- -~ Toher.e art non.a-- b~siq~s ,Hj,m_; or 1~·

1

n- , 
. . 7 . ··-'"' ·i.k th ,· .. ~·an h'. 1 ( 73:) l. ),x;..(1-, 1ike Him-. ·, :He -is I{oly, w.u.: · ,e ' . ose ,mQm men. c o Y• ·· 11::... . lt: ~ - (., 

-. . ' ' X. 'l'V..' .. ~( 

ile, ,aJ.one, is t.o be exal,t;.ed. <72) a~. is the ,ag~nt< -.ho• ean .,,.___ tt. 1,,J-
1 ~ A~ ~ 

Jl(ove- llhat nien call gods.,'(73) God is uniq\1~ ,beoal,\ae H;i.s -~ 9 .. cf" " 

natu;re is :p.n.gul1r .( 7,·4)' ', 



The trem:eadouis lipa.at, of· IA.mos and Isn$ is turt.h~r 

evident in their anai-y,sis of the G(ld-Iil:cUll relp;til.o;ns~ip-. ~e~ 

bonox:ed no.t:ton.s-, ;f'amil!tar .and -~atiafy:tng aet.io.ns ile.r.l:l sw~t 

a"l!ay by tfie mighty, stt.eam or their chal~e~ges-to a eo'!lplice_pt 

gene:uati:011. It ~s the 1'?'1:ber;•·i:i •opi_piop -th.at ~-ont•ain~ii wfth;:i,n •. 

th~ utt~rati.ces o~, 'the t-wo pr~p:het-s. i.s ~. preaertt~ti.on Qf a 

God-idea l'lfi:il'cll stibserl'bes to 'the fol:lo'Wing· .a~v~lo:pmerit: 

l. Mcm ~c~s in accord wit}). th'e ,na,ture ot_ the Gog. he 

prof~-a~s •. 

2·. 'l1he actions o-t those who know God's true natnfe 

J. 

differ i'l'!Qm -thfl! a~tions of · tto·se. ,mo· do· net. 

All actions aa:ve app•ropriate re.sul.l,s, •i~~:i:eat:i;ng, , . 

M0ril Or<ier· in, tne uni versa. 
' •• - ' • + • -

the: mor,gl i:n~egtii:ty· (if the. ' und:'Ver$'_~ .. 

.a. Thoug)i He has -a s.peefal relationship mth 

iera.el,. 

e. Israel Qas no ql.'~ .pn, .His· tav.or,. 

c·. A ·mo·r.u G'oo , can pla-1 no , f~vojrites; lill:>'r'altty i's 

uni-ye--rs~ ap,1il~eable. 

a.. A moraJ. &od. c:awi,g;t 'be bribed. 

6.. ~p,e moral law is not ine~dra'ble> .f .o•r ll!:S.n ·e,ati avi:irt· 

,-t~ 0~+1Se·q~-ence·s ci;t }:li,s ac~i0on~ tb.rou~n 

a. bis !ac-w..t-y to ~i~tiJlgU.ish goo~ fro,n evil 

- 7 -' 



'ti,,. . Repent~et 

"C• Rel~~ce )iP,-qri GQd., 

7. ·u~~ality is· a eommtina1 .re~po:nsi!b1Jdit). 



DE'ITY ANU DEE .D 

God ls rev-ealea .not i:th'.1.1,' .in th~ "l'{o:t:kin.gs- qt nature ar;id 

t.he m..et:vement,s or pe1,ep1e ,on the a.tage. Q! history but; p~'rtiic

ul:a:FJ.i, , throu~b the· ac•tio~s• and: a:ttiitudes .ot men~· The, 

tesi;,ify to tb:e• cqa:r-ac:t,er of; the· gad they 1~rof.ess py virtue 

a! what tber b'eJ.ieve ts. expecte.d. 6£ tli.~m. 'l\ll~i.r' :go<i-i4ea 

motivates th$i~ response' to him ~a tne.ir relationship t .o, 

t}i~i,:: •lti:.P<i, ~os· anq Isaiah real:ized th~t t;he people be

liev-ea th~y l'fer.e a.ctd.ng i .n ~e~Qro~c~· 'Wit~ t~ .;r1atur.~ ·ot 
their g_oq.. Wttat -the t-.ro .a':i:d so .c,:citi:cally an<i deV'as.tatingly 

1'@:l!J ·t .o · ~roqla:i.m tha:t Goa ~s a bei~ other than t'he ,pgpul~ 

characteriza.t.fon (if a~., tha1:.,, ui e.f'f'.ee,t, 1the actioll's .~f 

men, denied _Him" ~Iis• ,reili ty and· His nature. I.sa,iah, a:s 

G'od • '$ 3,n't,e;r.p.t~t~r .~ ~po.k:e~, ~tied out: 

"Woe, oh s1n£iil .i;a:tion, a. p.eo.ple lad,~ 
with i'Jligµit.y-; 

A :a~?d ·df atildoer,s, enildren· 1mo ·deal 
corhi"'t.·1,,,. • _'1;.# ~ , ' , - ' · \ 

'Wl'io o:a.ve £0:t.sake~: the Lord, and de$Pised 
. ·,the Holy One' of ,Ist ae:b. . . - ('75) . 

Thf:ii hav:-e tuxne.d Jtra,y ·tpa~~Td.'11 ·, 

'l'h~·se who pra,ct.1ce, iniquity and dial c9ti'Uptly h.ave tu:rne.C, 

,nar .f:r.om t,he ~ of Isa:i~; thef l:l'ave rejected Him.. Their 

!=i'Ctions .are in aceol'd idt.b the god-i:dea tb"eef prof~s_§. To 

tbem, the.i .r ,god peI!Illf ts such dev-i'P.''PiS pra.ctices... Isaiah s,gpn 
' 

makes. his claim 1;,y· saying: 

M:na wneh yoU spre~d .(9r.tQ, your hands:, 
I will hi.d;e lJ!Y eye~ tr~m you,; 
Ye-a., thou@} you make• ni.~y 'pra;ye.~s, 
I ·lrl.U not hear·. . . . (·y(j) 
-'Your ban.els a.re !µ11 qf blood. " · · 
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·'!I'ho.$e 1fho_. engage µ\ bl.oodsh~d do so l:i.~,cau$e. the g¢ j,.n -mom 

they, bel~ve perllli.ts s;tJch ao,'tiQns; his lfat:ux-e i.s riot contraey: 

to the:i,r a.ct~. Nett 'who accumula:t-e -wealth aad materiai i;,rea

slim.s do so because· 0£ t,)le natu:re o-f thei:r .gods : 

11Fo1; ~e· h~s f()rs·a.ke~ his p.eopi~., 
The ht'>USe· .0£ .J ac:e~.•; 
Ee.t.a.l:ise t.ney. are. !i1.l~d. -with merchant:s 

from ·tne ~a$t" 
The,y strike- b~gains 1'i th stra~ge,rs. 
lflieir land i _~· fil1ed wl th silv.e:r , , .I' 
N~i~h~r j,"$ ·fn.er1; ~ e~~ to t~eir t-rea$U-pes; 
Th-e:ir 1.-and is fill;ed• n.tih hor~e~, 
_Ne.ithe.r is th:er:.e. tm;r· end to , their· cha:rti6t.S.: •. 
1'..l:ieir land is fill~d -wp.t,h idols; 
T-he;r wor'sm,.p the work of ·their. 'llanq,_,s~ . _ 
That which their ting'e!'t:S have mad.e .• 11 (77) 

lsaiah pxesents a. ,graphac picture' of' 'his, the_s:is. lle~ ace1.µDU-. 

1.-at,:e m~:tetlal tt'easur~s mten ·tl'!ey w.brshj;p, idols,, ttie 'ffi:iT~- of 

inen I s hands. App,rol;,.aiiion is, gi veil to the ,over.flowing .hous,es 

of tre;a.l?Ur~s' by; iq;o:ts ~e;rse naturf;l,$ a:re not in ·,conflict with, 

the valu.e asc-t:M::ieli- t.o mat¢ti:a1 go,o_ds. 

~os~ :too~ st:ates -that m,anf• s idea 0£ God :is I!fade in:ani..-. 

fest in his act_j,pn~. lie ay~rs t'h~t thQse who ~ppr .es~ •tJie 

neew ·def> SO, beca11,s'e, i.n -reality, t~ey 'Slfe,ar by id'ols•: 

"Hear this,; .you: whp. tr.runpl~f upon t-he. -ne.e'(;ly:, 
Y.6~ who gr~I'l.d th~· po:9r t ·o the. ground, say:ii,:ig, 
V(h~n rill tthe r,ie:w moon pa$S, 
That --.re ,ma;y sell ·gr:ain; · 
·Atid the )~ab'll>ath ' 
That we may offer wh~at .fo~ sale. 
}lcilking th~ ephah small .and tbce price ·great? 
'And. falsifying t:P.-e $~al_es.~. · _ 
:Y:ou wh:o. -swe;p,- ~Y A!_himah _of· ~~_ria,,. . . _ ( 78) And say.:, \ As .Gad l.1-vies, ,and a-s. DP4, liveJ:1.-. 11 

• 

Those ,wfio •s•~~ by idols e-ng~e in certain prac,tice-s.. They 

-a~t-· ;1.n one wa;y because t1iey "b.~.JJ-e,v,e t.bey are :reaiiz-~g the 

natu:ra ~:f thei:r gods t;hrough. their ·, ac,tiQns. Dif:ferent act$' 

o! m~n. would ingic~te d:1.f:f'er,il)g ideas of' the natures of their 

de.itie~ •. 



DEJlANDS 

Amos and Isaiah make clea.~t distinctions between 

the deeds of m~n who know-the real nature of God and the 

deeds of those •o do not. 'l!he former 11let justice roll 

down like waters and righteousness like a perennial 

s·tream. n(79) They· 11restral,n the, -oppressor.1 Judge t-he. 

fathe-rless, _plead for the lfidow. n( BO) T.h_ey bave faith in 

God(Bl) and £ear Ha.<8~) 

A more ~xtensive enumeration of how the true nature 

of God is mad~ID4?lifest. in man's -actions can be offered 

by- surveying t'he aets of· those who do not know Gbti. The 

reverse of tneir deeds l!Ould ~dicate tl"tle knowledge or 

Him. Amos a.rid Isai.M. ,rare ·nei:the.r h,si tJUlt n.or vague in 

their desc ri_ptions and denunciat,ions o_f ,mat they cons1de,red 

to be sins - acts contr.ary to the nature or God. Oppression 

was rampant in. their ~ocieties and it took many gJJ.ises. 

Selling the ~nnocent for silver iind the needy for sandals;(83) 

thru$ting a:side the ·hwnbie;(84) retaining gaxments taken 

in pledge; ( 85) .fal.sifyi'ng ,reights; ( 86) over-accumulation 

o! we-alth;( 87) accepti~g bribes,J(B8) nnird;e:r,;( 89) and the 

oppression of orphans and 'WidowsC90)_ al1 these were 

practised by those 'Who did not know how to do right.(9l) 

Not 6nly 1ter~ these social sins indicativa of a lack of 

kn01"ledge of' God; other· actions and attitudes of Jd1.nd 1'81"& 

-u-



- l2 -

eQJ!.~g d~lilo_.ij~t, ra'M'.ve,. l)rurikenne:-ss.; (l?) pv~.r--1'e~n:i.Jl.g 

pride ; ( 9 J) s'ooff'.fn,g:;( 94). tel.lJ;pg ,~ s~noo:d~ ,9,) s.e.U~ 

~1.ofil'ioa:tio:tg:(.~6) ~elf-ltatis£.act.ion}(97) val~ing ,of 

~a~e·nal gop4s;C98) £:a±th in hwn~ aid/99.) and out-
, ' . . 

right rej(llet'iqn of l}od(lOO)~~, tigns ··of thc:1se· 1m:o did, n~t 

kncr,r Go<;i.' -s p~t11:r.e. tn his cotisec-rat±on vision~ I&aiah 

be.erune 8.Jv'ar'e of' t h::iis •p.rinc~p1~. When he beh.el.d God-, llhan 

he recogni.zed. l:lt-.s ~;i't~~, I~ai.$11 cQmp:rehend;eQ 1rizy' .b.e ~

s·eJ;':f )'fas ,u.hc'.U:i~'fl a.nil. -qp.etted his eyes to belJ.bld. tbe nnc1.ean 

actions .o.:f -hi:a people. (l:Ol) 



CA'J}SE AND EF· FEC ·T 

The prophet~ deveiope,d ttte thet:!i~ that acti-cms beget 

9·or~s-pondi;ng. ~~ult~-. T:his causal relati:ortship between 

a°'t,:L9ns and tbe; ef-tects the.reof 1s under-s~or-~ ·in_::, 

't!f ,yo-q, coil'sent t!) • 'Qbq.,. 
-J'.ou. 'will eat ,the good ,:qf the. land. 
Bu,t if :you· tefus'e ~and: rebel-, · , 
toir s'h;µl. ),e d~vou:re:q..~ 11 ( 102) 

T:b,i.s· :rep:t~sents a ~yptcal: prQP:6.siti.on or appropriat.e results 

£.or particulat actions. :Those who-Se actions are c.o~tr&ry 

to ~fle nature of ·aoo su.ft·er -<i,a:tbJ,iql).d~so1.<ati,on.,•C104) 

r~ucti'o:n ·of ·c.r°'p~., {.I05) eXile-., (106'} h1.ul.'ger,J1 07) and 

sham.eJJ:OB) Amos f!iq>ress·es this i;r,i:llogisin i'n many. applica

'ti-o-n_:r: 

"For· the tb.rei;l:I • t ·;r-ansg~~.~i(!ln,s of .O.ai~, 
And fo-~ t;he lour, I :will not all!o,r 

·· tfiem to r~p€!nt. ··· · 
Betailse :they ca~:ried into e.xtl~ a 

·vmqi~· pe.ople 
To hand ·them. over t.o Edam. 
S.d l ·m.11. send a· !'i--r.e., upon. ·tne. w,41 

of (ja:za,. · 
A:r:rl i,'t, sh.all d'evotu' h~r, p&laces.; 
Ana I rui :.cut .off th~ inh~l:>i t ,ants 

.fr.om. Ash--o.o·d, 
A.nd the ''holder ,of the s:cepter. from. 
.. ·.:Ashkeion.; . . . 

:And J:. ;,till t ,~n 11If ha.nd ~gainst Ekr.on, 
And. th.e prihc~s Qf the .Plrilisti-nes 

.. shill r.erish - . 
Sattb t.ne 'L'~rd.:11 (l°') 

A di~cerninij QP~e:rvaiiion is :made. ·by the propb,et,sp,~ ~t 

t:'hose 'wfl.Q. r.e:ject o,pa.. ther~b1 make themsel v~.$ --mo_r~ im.pe:i:;tious 

to knolling Hiin. Td t;hp$e "wllo .refl.1s_ed i°(-o, reeognize tfte au.them,. 
. ,,..--

tici.t7' qf Isa).an i s message, trre .qu.estiQn is rai~ea: 

- 13 -
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"To wbom 110uld he impart knowledge, 
To who~ explain the me:ssage?11 (110) 

Not to you rejeqtors, surely, f'.or the "Lord bath poured 

ttpon you a spirit of deep slumber, H'e ~as tightly closed 

your eyes-, and has lll1lffied y-our heads; 30 that the revela

tion of all the.se things, has become t,o y.9u like. the \!fords 

ot a scroll that is seal.ed, which if one hand to a scholar 

with the request, Pray read tlµs, he will' say, l cannot, 

for it is sealed,tt(lll) 



ORDER IN THE UNIVERSE 

This obvious CflU.Se anl:i effect relationship indiea-tes 

that there- is order op.erating in the universe. Isaiah a;sk$: 

ntr your •sins ·be like, scarlet, 
Can they become white as snow? 
l:f they be red like crimson, 
·can they becQme as wooil ?11• (112) 

This is as fantastic as: 

"Sh·all the axe boast over the man 
that hews w.ith it, 

Or a saw lord itself over the man 
that. plies it? · 

As though a rod -were to sway the 
man that wields it, 

Ot a staff rire to lift up ( him 
that is) not woQd'l" (U3) · 

Even the confusion of lllOral distinctions is as ludicrous as 

calling light d~rkneasl: 

"\'{oe unto-th~m 19ho cal.l ,evil ·goodf 
An:l. gp-od evil.; 
Who count darkness as light, 
And light as: darkness; 
Who .count 'b'itter as s,weet, 
And S1Jeet as :bitter-111 (ll4) 

Amos pos·~s the sallle prOP,osi tio:n in ~ riddl.e: 

ncan horses run upon rocks? 
Or .can the' S:~a be plo'91'8d "Qy oxen? 
That you should turn justice into 

pois.on 
AIXi the fruit oI righteousn~ss 

into wormwood?" (ll.5) 

The natural ~orld exhib.its a design. Men cannot by mere 

desire, statement or act al.ter the or<ier -in the -natural 

world. It i~ j:ust, ,as f~tasti9. to ~xpect the mo~al. orde_r 

to change because of the des-ire or act1J of men. 

- 15 -



G. 0 D G· U A 'R • N T' 0 R 

Since the .natu,ra,l. ::,rQrig_ is a mam;f-~~tat:L~n of God' s1 

gestgn., -and th~t ,rorl<;l eride.nces orde1:r,, God: ,must be the 

guarantor· of the moral a::nt;egr:tty of' 1he· un:iV:et\~e. "God 

:ts mor~" is the µm.que ·e_ontr;tb-g,t-i'on ot A:!ilO.B' ~ Isai'ah·. 

T-h~t- :r.ecJ>gbitiQ'n· lias a 'S:l'eeial si~nlfi.eance fo:t Israel. 

T.he· moral '(rod is the same 'God ·:who1!exalted and favored' - ' - . - . . 

chi;i.dren. 0(~6} ~e bto~gbt is~ael ftoll,l Egyp;t;(ll?') ~ 
>iP.,.~t~---

d,~cwe.d.-: ~No on~ :bn:t you 1hav.e I ·chosen to have .a spe·ctn 

reiatlonsh~._u(J,1:8) · It , is :not ,o~tsig~-- tJie kep of -~ to 

e-nj-qy a _p,atr-'\;,icular 1"app~r:t witli one ne;'.:tton~ H.~weve.t-, tlµs 

·relati.onshi:p., of neaes:si ty, ·mu-st: cori£orm. 'to .. God' a ria:tu.re 

~cb.. i _s mo_pai;, no (1ev-:t,a~t.on from. it- is possible. 

The:re:fozte. r~rael. bas -no,• 'vlgi,.l.a on Qod' s . fa:vor ~en it~: 

act:;iQns. ·are, cQntra:cy- 'to· Mis. trtfe nature., lhi a . t~ln' Iles~ 

cripti:ati of this ~peoial. re:lati-qnshi;i:,_,: !sr.a:el pictures. God 

a·~ the lover of Isnel, l0:t'§.13i ·re.sp0:ndi~g i1lllll~:r<a.Jly., @a 

th;,~ ne,g~s~ary cen~e~ences or· such :mmorali,t)"-: 

"Let •m'~ atng_ t.o-r iw- t.ov~· One 
M.V.' J.i~ve so_n_g of his :viney:ara. 

~ Iioverd. ~ h~ a- vineyard 
Oil a fert-J..le h1lJ.; . . . 
Ha dug- :t,t:, AP.-4 ci.~~rad. _it of ~~tone~., 
An.tl plant~d it ~ .t-h ch~ic-e nnr~; 
H~ bm,;:t. a. .watcntowe-r ;m. the .JI114s:t 

-or .it., . 
And he.wed aut a. nnevat; 
~ b.e e;itpeoted it to yield grapef!, 
Bu,t it p ielde4 ~Id, 'gra:pes. 

- 16 --
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No-w:, O citi~ens of J~rusalem and 
·men of JucU:1.h. · · · · ' 

Juqg?, I pray, b'etween ill.e and lQ" 
vi-n:eyard1 

What more could ~ave been done ror 
my vine.yard 

Than that which I have done for it? 
\'illy, then, when I expacted it to . 

Y~.e19 _gr.a,p~s,, 
Did it yield wild grapes? 

·so now, I pJ"ay-, 1et ine tell you 
Wha~ I will do t9 my vineyard; 
I nll . remov:e its hedg,e, so that it 

shaJ,J'. be rava.:g~d; 
I will 'break down i ts ·nus, so that 

it shall be trampled down; 
I ·wiJ.1 mak~ an end of' it, unpruned 

and unhoed, 
It will spring up w.ith. briers ,arp 

thorns; 
Al)d the clouds l'l'ill I command 
That they rain no rain upon it. 

For the ~ne~ard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 

And the men of Judah are his cherished 
plantation; · 

He look. ed f6r ju.stice, but lot bloodshed(. 
rer righteou.sness, but lol a cry. 11 (119) 

Amoa seys in the same verse 11here he describes the 

selection ot Israel t '11Therefore llill I pun:i,.sh you for all. 

your wr.-ongdpj;ng.n( 120) In spit~- of the special relation

ship, there are no i.mlilorel favors for Israel. If Jacob i~ 

proud, then it must p~ the price.'C121) If Israel oppreS'ses 

the poQr and neeqy, an act of immorality, then it is no bet·

t~r than Ca..1):)eh and 8amathC122) and xnust suffer t~e same 

co,nsequences. God has made no i.Diinutable agreement with 

Israel £or "are you not like the Ethiopians to :me?"(I23) 
. , 

GQ.cJ•s morality is :universally applicaple. Though Assyria 

is not like Israel to Him., the pr.ide Qf Assn-ia must be pun

ished. ( 124) Damascus rill be as forsaken ajS Israel because 
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the i}W hav:e joj,ued iti de.fiati~~. of Ggd.-.(l e5) Egypt a.nq ISI'.ael 

will St.umb.le ·and .f~ tQteth(}t:; the hel.per· and the hol.pen:·.(l2:6) 

fi~t ,s ethic;<il ~.oncern extends ove~ Dam~~1.1s, Moap ,. .Ammon 

atld Ga.za. (li7) ~f t.qese, p~t'.io~s,, wl})j.ch :~njQ)' n..o Sp:ee~ 

relat:i.ollS.hip to ,Qba., nru:s:t c.ont'Q't'Jn, ·'ti,,, His. moral. law, h01r 

lltJl.cb; tbe more Israel who. irs Hi-s. vineyard? 

The r .elatfon$h;i.p of God ·a:~d I$r~~l i~ ol;le. qf $tual 

obi,.1,ga:ti;9'n. -- -a. mQt-al r.eJ.-ationsnip. Just as Ahaz, ·IJiUst have• 

taith(i.2B) .so is I-~rael. e~ected to r~~ upon ·Goa.. Re?e).

li_tw.s •chil~Y-eij :$0• fgrm projects n9t, ·Qf God's ·~h:it,(i.29) 

awe viola.ting their· obligations and JllUsfi .endute the, penal,.. 

tiea-Jl:3'0). Isra,el. recelV-e:s t"'rom (10(1 :just ~eco~ense in 

,keepi-rig w:i.tn he:r ~¢tiQns·:· 

"Thereio,re, 'beeaiise foU. did fihls t .Q' Ole 
Tllus: will I do tQ ~ou, 0 Ist'~.el. 1f (1.31) 

God am Is:rael:. er.a n0.t. newly l.sino'W?l to ope ·a®ttt~r. 

H~ W?-S he:r hi.$:tiO.:cy,; H·e rev.ea:'.l.~a Hilnsel.f throu·gh her. Isr-ael 

had. recognized Q(id 'by a· well-dEivelqped system •of religious 

obse,:".Vances,, p_tuals; sacrifices ~d, s~tr!,uEtzj.es. H.34 .sh~ 

too:r r ·ee-og_n:ized Him?. ·w~r-e thes:e si:gns· of av.ow.al in. ,con

S'o~e~ -with a moral~~? The. m(j~t 'v.ehem~nt pronouncen;i,ents 

o-i' .tlie propl:).e't.s w.e~e dirac-ted ~ai-:nat. the s,aetifici~ ey;st~-: • 

"Wlienyou, come to se~ :m;r tace, 
Who h~t:t:,· ;r::eqtiired thi:s at y:o"¢r ll,;~.n.4 
To t:J?ample m:,- c¢i:ir:ts·? • _ _ •. 
Bting no mor~ an pb:-1at.J,~Jl· of. ~amcy., 
It is an i .ncense of abom±n~t:;i..on t p. Jlle; 
I cannot a,nduf:e n.~w :mp~l,'l'S; at).~. Sac.bath,, 
Tfie callartg. of .-assemblies. 

1- F~'fting ~-mi . f e~tal g:at,hering ancl your 
. appointed. !'eas:t;:i 
My- soi11 'hateth •. 
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pie:t a:~ . a .t;~ub;e ,untQ ·~:; 
~ weary- te bear them 

·~ ·~ ~
11

· eg. ~fJu;. s~llead fotth y.oul' banis,,, 
Wl · ~!irle: my ay-e-s .from vou • 

:Ie·a h · · · ., · - - .i ' · - ,-.:, w. e.n y_ou 'make .m-any prayers 
I '!'dll . not. be];µ'; - · ' •' 
lour' hands are full of 'i;>lpod. n :(lJ2) 

"-Be9a.~·se :this pe''(;)}\>~e- drait- near· ll.18 
w;ith thef.rmouth 

And. hgnor J11e nth their lips 
Whil~ t .neir frhou_ght.s ate fi:r' £'tom ., 
And their •motions of. ri;l:.uai• · •· 
i/U'e ~ injune.tion <:fl' men, 
T!}~t :rs 1-e:arned oy, •ro.te, 
The~eror~, 9.,ehola; I will. onc.e J!IOre 
_ iileal with this people · · 
In ~ w~n<;l.13rfiil. way_, 
In, a _w9'n4:rful an4 .. wendrous -w, 
And ihtl nsa.om or their m·se men 

_ sh~ll. pe,rts,ti, . 
And tb'e 1:µ1p,e-rst~ndi:n,g of t ,h!:?ir 

prudent -men shall mae, it:sel.f. ,, (1.33} 

"I hatt:1,, i ~purrt your feasts 
A\t'ld your meal ol'fering,s, . 
I nl1 not ~cc.ept them'.;, 
~ . tb..~ tb?-rl): ,off~r.ing,s of y:oµr 

fatted beasts 
I -will not• lo'6k u,pc,ri~ 
T~}ce ~-way .f rqin 1ne the noise of your 

~c:mgsl 
And t,,o ~b'e 'in~lddy of yo~r lyr~s l ;Will. 

not listen. · 
Bu~ iet.- jj,.stice roll down like mr.ters.,, 
And ~ightoou.sness like a .p~remu,ail. st~~~. n (134) 

i.u. t~e £?,.ce of these- mul:titU<Unotts ,aiiv~~es ~Q Him, ~ 

declar«s: :t}la:t the sanctuaries qt Israel •snal::L be ruined• {l3.5) 

tbat IIGil~al. shall g:o ,-qntg 6ye.ulas,tiilg ea-ptirit, ~ Beth~ 

shall ·~eco~ a de;Lnsion. "'(136) The reason for: God'' s irreYoc'

ab1e. :r&j eetion of ri tua'.l. (l-.37) was ,:6-h:& &ame as btl.s N$1.C-t;lon 

tt> eo.rrup:t ~oeial 1>raotipes - t}1at 1'hioh denie.s ·God• s ess:eilce 

:i~ ungddl.y:·, .il!lmo.rai. R,i:tuals· are ~on.~:ti;i'ere.d ~~ :immpr.a:,_ 'U ' 

tlle aeceptiqlee cif brlbl!fS, by 3.udges. 'Dl'iey' :are in t.he ~atur~· 
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of 8 bribe and contain within themselves the seeds of cor
ruption. 

Sanctuary 1ror-ship and al.l its appurtenances leads men 

to t~ansgressions. The new moons and the Sabbath are no 
deterrents t o unethical conduct.(138) In a ll!ocld.ng tone, 
God invites the people to; 

"Come to Bethel am transgresst 
To Gil~al, and multiply your transgressions1, 
And bring your sacrifiees of cattle --,,~¥1fi. 
And your peace offering of he-goats. 
Burn a thank- offering cf leavened bread 
And protl-aim voluhtary offerings; 
Publish themt 
For so you love to do, 0 Israelites, 
S.aith the Lord. 11 (139) 

The implication evident in these verses is that sanctuary 

worship and sacrifice lead but to transgressions, they do not 
serve as a means of true service to Odd. Israel glorifies 
itself, not God, in proclaill'ling offerings. God does not 

desire the delusions of the sacrificial cult but the search 
after Him to learn how to do right, once the right is known. 



-

The preeeding c'liaracteri'.z-a.t:t:op of the aea~idea qf Amps 

abd Is.a'iah ll'Ould P~ •e~;rtent.ly- unjust. 'ldthout :tp.e adfilt±on, 61 

a \).<;!.si,c ~Ie.inernt,. ,God j,s no m~re i::qexqtaj,i.e .f®cnanism 1'fto 

rule's the l'V'Or ld ~d ,1;11en by all Wlerlble law., A1:tho1;gb the 

~rin~i-ple .of c·au.sali~y is iril'ierent, it' gees. m~t lil~an 1;,hat 

Titan 5.-!3· powerle~s ,to a,,;e.rj. tll:e ep_naequetlc.e$ •o.f: H£:a actions .. 

In =tne se.heme of 'thinking· of' the :proph.ets, :&-ree, ,d],i · plq,s 

an 'iiJ!po't'tant ,rcl.e. l(im, is equippe.Q· "!i"!;ih t}:l~ Qi:i.p.aci;ty; t:o 

<1.istinguisn b.et:ween go<'>.d and efil. 'Thus, be may dec.ide 

'hi;::, i'µtu~e~ ·H~ ~ows that ino:n0rali~y· br.eea.s de.iJtruci;,io:n. 

lie i~ a-wa;~ ·that uptight, b~liavi'ot , . malQ.ng, bis ·-a:ctio.ni, ~s

pona to God• s char-a.titer, is a g;(J.aranto.r .of ,tranquili. ty am, 
•. 

a go.od lif.e.. ilo"!"E}ver, the. cQnsequen_ces •Of imr!]o,rality ~ 

'be avel$ed by ;r.epe.ntance, tu~ni-ng to Go-d. O'rder ·~till pre-
- • + , 

'-9:ai'ls, £or :tiurl)ing t.Q· ~ indic•ates i;ihat man ace~pt-s, Hi$ 

·natu.re:,, cofliPl:ies with His de.roar'ds ~ so s~ts ipt(! mqtion 

,·another -~eries of .r.e·suit~. isaiah' describ:~ th,.is :Proaeis 

- 2} -



H'i.s corrupt p.z,a:~tices, d,:u.il lp;·5: ·e~t:s :and' stiut .hts: eye$' to 

God' .. $ . t,ru:tn·. Sin leada to. more s~n - t,})at i.a• it.s nature~ 

·BU't ·£.or t!te ·m.4ll 'liho ?iesi·res to ,n,~~ Qim~.elf from ms qor

rllpt state, to· turn fr..9Jl). h.is -...a,;ys,, x:~pentan~e is hi'.$ if:'~·r "the 

choos~•pg. I's;a.i·a.l:l, ,d.eeJ.a:r.es tn,at·, 

nrn tu?11i:ng, ·and :.in :re~ .. 
'toll wo~d have bee~ •save~., 
1,ott, w~uld· h'ave f ou.na. ;wo~r· ~i_rength 
In ·quiia:tn.ess artcji ~ - c6tif'iaence., 
B t . · ... · ld · "' II' (·1"1., ' . .ll: ' yo,;,i :wou : nou. ' .. &,µ.( 

'l'.ruat in G(l'd 1,s ~P~ se.c:ret of life. It is the!!e fe_r tb,ose 
- . . - . 

who- d.esi.re ·ti.. .Amoa reiter.,ates m:a:n1 s ·e@.pMitiy \Q ctreo:se h\s 

d~~ti'n.Y l:iy" b~comitrg' ali'are of . G.0d q, mani:t'es.tatic:1ns and· turning 

t 9 lf.im. (142) 'l'llos~ -,ho pl~ce 'th~ir r.el:,ia,~ce OQ lJod w.i.11 be, 

.estal&lis.he.d(;J.4J) fo.r t .lie:V call.1 orily .God. lid1y. (,J:44}. 



CP~ ':a.ESPONSIB'ILITI 

To mod.erns who think in. •t'e_rms of :11ood help£! those :who 

help tfiemselve·s,. 11 Amos· an°' :ts~a.n have it ttle, 111e.a.~g. The 

· man ~o, f,reii}s ·nin;l.self' rr0.m. · lil.s ,society tlir.ough phys'ical i;•so

~tioh 0r some thoug,ht pt1oce~:&. m\!,&t se~ JU$tH'ication el.:~e~ 

--where-~ The prevalet1t J1,o.tion of att-ain~: ~nd±~d'ua]: slllv:~

tipn ''bt 11r~~ t?>f an·. act. or c◊nf.Ei-ssion i.s :rtot pr.~&:en.t m their 

·God-idea. The 'God ,of :Am9s aoo· I-saiaii spoke to, ~Ol)les:, 

co~l,U,'.li~tesJ 14~) Ri;s, timeless wopQ:~ hff.d. app_licati_on m 
their <ll~Yi do tbey riot t'.lG!w?. Gdd 1oQk'ed, upon a 11aint-.tt1 

kingdom. tt He· tnen de.clared: 

11I rill dest,rey- it> f ,rom a~f the £.ac~ 
of the. g-rOund. _ 

Arid I, 'Will sba,ke .J:.be house of' Is~~! 
-f~Qm wno0g the· pa,t.:i;~ps 

.. Jus.t. a:s one ,shakes 'the. sie."i~. 
By th~ ~!{or~ Al th!:!· s:bmer.s 0£ mY.' people 

sha.11 :di:e'-" (146) 

'l'lle ·:dinne;rs )re:i;~ ·the- ·pfrer.$., tb_e i1di~i;i:Jguis,hed, ~.s the chief 

~r th~ nations,~· and. ,tho.se. whe> were 111ike: g~ds to the bouse. 

.oi Jsr..a:el. n<i47) T):l:e pri.J1ces ar.4 the. elders we.r,e. those who. 

,spoiled, the pi:>Qrc.(l.4.B'): ~ocia1 cor1'U-ption was ev.i4'ep.t; now:

ever; f'r-9m the palace do'Wn t .o tb,,,e ·t1:0vel. "For ever,;ro.ne .1~ 

p'rQfane ~ an ·evildo:e~,. and every· mouth speaks :f:o.llt. n(l49) 

The pe.o,pl.e, ~tfl ·a~ onrr.u,pt. · as thei:r leaders - ·all J11a.st be 

<ies~r.qyel!, though t.lie rulh'.lg .cla·ss woul~ pe the first, to go 

~· . ..,... . ... _18. ( 15d} 
.ii.U.\lO ~p . ,. 

In: l'.s-a;il$, s eop·s-e·crat::i::on vi~i,.op., when be ,experienced. the 

- · 2:3 -
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near.ne~s of o:oa,, h'~ ·crl.e.a out: 

11W-<il~ is ine: tor t ·am und'on~ 
Beeause I am a man of nnci-ea:n li_p.s 
~ I dw.el.l in till~ ·m1ct:~t l)f a· peQple 
Pf une'l:e·at1 ,li;ps,.•11 . (111} 

He f-elt unclean ,as" a meini;>er, ,Qf' @ . i,i,ne1ean ·p¢.ople. His sm 
:was eX.piat,e,4 ,ey 'f;l:re: touch of coal tg his lips :. 

"_See, this has touch~d 101?;r lips, 
S:o yo\,tt .gu:i,It is :removed.,,. . . 
And your §in ·_roJ>giyep! i1 ( 152·) 

Th.is is \n~. oniy o¢ca.sfPJ'ii in trhe :wr±:td:,ngs. of' both p'.rophe.ts 

1ith:ere individual at6nelllent f.~: ·:indicJt~~ r~t'~rr~g onJ!.r ~ 
a ehpsen. o~~ of Go.d, }!~$ ~po:iceS1Dan,, It mn.s~. be <toncluded,_. 

th~n,. •tQ:a,t :Amos an/ii Isatah were. proponents- o.f a wa.y of life 

in :wh:l,ch- tlle ini:11 vfduiil was held pel"SQ~Y respon.siblie t Qr 

Hi~ .. gr,q,µp ~ No map ·eQ,gld: e?).joy 1~ ~e ·ar;~rt(ll'e:r ctrie4 

.for b.r.e.ad. No man c:otil<t. etp~ct just:Lc.e for Jrln!.Sel.f, wliile 

o1ihers were m:i..stre·ated. No man coul:d dwell in· e:a:se and 
_; - - ~ • • 

quiet wle , otbe.r~ we:re 'beµrg d;i.stres~ed.~ ~e• ·group and: 

£he person w.ere on~. Repenta:r;rc~ ~s an• aQt ·by 1ihe .conmnmj tr; 

turping tp '(lQel was, a n&c.essi ty £or the groUp - el.se ill 

perfJo-U..$. pel'i'sh., .reg:a~e:ss· o.f t.l1e:i_~ iooi.n.dual worth. .Amoa, 

and Isaiah seem to b~ $peald.:ng t1:> mankin~ toda?'., p-od.nt~~ 

t,,ne .:way· to Last i ,ng peace and s.e.euti:t.y. 



C',Q !f CL US l 0 N 

.Amt:,s· aM Isaian: ~r~ :e::irp-ositt\5rs of a God-idea. 'That 

idea· was t '.he ,u'.'a->l , ·ti . t. ~ .-1... • • . 
, ... _ · ., .L"¼S CA: "-J "u"-C-h all ~s rg~~~ured;. Nature 

a::t:id i;t;s v.~ried m:o:oos* Illan -~Jaj 'h_is activ-i:tie~, bis.tort ~ 

its meaning, l'eveaJ:~d ·tbe· nato,re :Qt ~q. 

' 'l'he, )n,&$age.· bf the pr.ophe't.~:- e-once,rned itself ,m:o).J:t 

ldtb, the development ·or their G<>di_i<:Ie·a. !t is· reie'.V~ 

for us today. G~ -1~ u~~e., .s'i.ngulatly difier,ent £i~ 

ac.ce.pted nations ot Him! He alone f s ,God; no other de,lty 

can be l~ene<i °tQ l'lint• God is a ~iri t-b~ing,. He ~s no 

abst.,ractiob1, but Jii~feiits a d~final)).le pertto®itr •- as 

mu~h , as man is capa'b)..e or· peirceiung, Him. God aah b"e 

·sou~lit 'by ••illru.:r-; JI~ s,;~~~s O\lt relationships· :with: man. 

Go.d ii,s holy, omn:Lp.otent, (jmru.sc.ie~t, ·9mp;i,p:nesept. He, 

~r>ansc~_nds all 1imi~s. but .manite.sts Him~elf i:n the JJOirld, 

lie ean ·oe· :1ci-i:f:rcerneq as· the .ruler of· man ,and the universe, 

the· Lord:;f3:5'3) tlie judge, of lliari' s ~<;,tiens-~~$4) the-
___. .' 
te~Gher of ~:o.t1d)lc:t;,; (lg~) the spiritual £.a-ther tc;,. mm:• (l56,), 

lfist(!zy reveals Him and .. H:is nat~r-e :, ~od is the. Holy One , of 

J:-srai;µ/157) the •ghty One of Isr.ael-;( 158) ihe •tight, of 

1_sr~~1/1S9), th~ Rock qf 'Refuge and tµ,e ,QQci pf sa1v.at~o14'(l'li0) 

Th~ aotiori~ of .ma,rr e,c,cord wil't!i- the naturs, of ,the· gQ.4 ,he· 

pro.fesses:~ 'T.ne ,actions of tb,e~~- 'Wh:o kn.ow G~' s ,true nature 

·di£.t'er .tr.om t-ne; act:iions ot tno-se 1'h<> ~o rtot. A ·gl:anee at 

the., d~,sti:irii'.e-s o{ ,nationG attt,i p_eopl.es, indi'ci~es that all. 

7 
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aetiol}S· peget a~prop:d:ate IJ:"~.$Ult.s. O.ausal.tw is present 

not ,ofil,:y: :qi· th~ ~atu.ral. world bu:t also in: th~ 1rotid. a f ·Jtian -

tqer1:1 is ,a JI\.O.t'al. , oro:er iij t .l:).e turl.v.¢rse. The unique aspe.ct 

of· ,the .. ·:aod,..;.i~~-a ·or· :ho$ ~d, L$aziah is that <Jod. i-s moral. 

He is the guar.ant Qr of the mor,al integri'ty: .of' t:t.re :iud;v~r.~_e. 

Th,b:1.i$b· I,sraei has a ~pee.iai rel~ti,Q.nsb:ip ~Q 'G'Qtl, Is'ra41 . 

. can ha1re no •cl·ai!n,, on s.p-e-c::La.l f4v◊-J.?s '. The, moral God cannot 

e~e,:-~ise tayorit:t;s.in no"r can He be brfbei:i' l;>y gffts .of a 

'sacJ:"i-ficial. natute. llora;lity is un:Lv~'I!saCl.+1 appl.ica~l.e. 

RoV1:ev~_r ,, t.ne ~rat t~w· t s.. n:ot i:o~~ora'\;>.le; lllan , caz:i ~t ipto 

moti\;>n ~ new chain ,of ea.use and effect~ e'xel't'ing his 

c-apac:ity to disti.~i;ill ~ood .from evil and 'by acting · in ·me. 

~er. ·R_epent~.c.e.,. t-urnwg, to {).:Ci>d, ia 1'i thiJ!l, t~~· gra.~ 

,of ai:Jy' ' itho .seek •r .ei:tanc.e on :aod.. The indi-v.idu.U e;a:nn_o;t 

-f~d s4v:atiqn ou-tsj,de. hls gi:ou1H ill men are reepobsible, 

fo'r. the: act'ians o.f 101ie. ~ngi,ber. ~e1', tbe• pe(;jpl,es ,and the 

P,a;bions of ,t:he· wof 1~ truly per.ee:i:ve. the nature✓ ~f GQd,.,, 

resp0,n:ti to: Him py niakil'.lg th~ir actions, conform to H'ts.• char

·acter on:ly then will tli:.e,1 be ··e~ab1is}led. 
' .. ~ '' 

I, 
I 
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A Dig~st 
of· 

The God. Idea ·ot Amo$ and ls.-aiah 

Amos· and Isai:ah were ~osit~:rs of a ~9di-idea:. 'Tba.t. 

i(i~·a. n _s· th:e y,aird,stitk Q~ ~~h a;U was measured~ Nature a.pd 

it•s varie~ moods:, .man :and his .acti-vit-ies, history ~ its· 

i!ie:ani.n~ rev:.ea:led the n~t~te· 9f Jlo(;t. 

T}),e· Jl!e•ssa~e ,of the .pr.~pbets c:o,neern~ it.s_e],f libolly, with 

t~~ dev~lQpment of :th.eit" ·o.od-..;id.e.a! It is rele:vant f.o-r us today. 

Goel is unique., singulat'.iy, d.i.ff~r.~rit fr.9m -ac,c-e.pted., notion.a · of 

Him. He ~o.ne is· Cod:; n'P· o;tl,ier .deity- ~il.n be, li"ened to• Him •. 

God i:s· ·~ ~pi.:r.:tt;-be·ing,. 1{~ i$ n~ abst~a,a::t;i-on., but maria.fes't.s: 

a, qe!inab'le pe.r.somal.ity - as. nn1eh as ·man i.s e·apa:ole J:Jf per

ceivili!g 'Ifim. tlotl can 'be s-o~gh:t. ··p;y man·; Re seek~ .out. r.elati.pn

_sh:tps· -with m:an. 

Go.ti 1s· hol;.y, . omfil.'P@:tent ,. olili'i:isei·ent, omnipre.se·nt.. 'He 

:tr.anseenda· all iinii1,s_1 out manitests Himself in the .varld. 

}fe c.a:n, be q'.i:scerned 'a.J3 t.p;e rul~J' of m~n ·anµ, th:e. \µ)lvers~, the 

L0.tct; the jud,g.~ of' 111an I s act:ion~,;- tile t~;a¢b..er· tit c~nd1_1ct; •th~ 

spir-itti.a1 ·:t:atlier to, man.. History reveals Him and Hi:s' natltrEH 

(;(;d t,_s. tne Hoiy One ctf !~ra-el; ~he Jngh~y Ohe ~f Israel; the 

tight df I&ra'e:l; .tne Rp~k i!>f Ref11g~ a,nd the Gog of Sµ vat;iqn. 

The att:ions of man -acc~r.d wi. th the .nature of the god he 

'.l'he a:~tidns of those who kno,r God.' s · t<pUe nature 
' •• ,, .. ,_ + 

dil'f":-er . fi:olh the a.cti.cms:·· !fi..f tho~s·e who ~o not. A ,g_l.'~c~ ~t the 

d;e~tinies of na:tisns and peopl:e.s i ·niiic~t~s ·t.l'la:$ all actions 

bgget ~ppt-.opr'.tat~ resul-t~. c~salit_y, is ,pres~nt not onl:y,: in 

:=-=--the natur,al w.q,rld but· al~t> i .rr tbe woz:lp o! matl' - there is a 



moral order in tihe universe. The unique aspect of the God-idea 

of .Amos .mq IS'aiM is tha.t God is !l(Oral. He is tbe guarantor 

of the mQral in~egrity of the universe. 

'!'hough Israel }las a spe,e,ial r~J,atio.nspip ,to , .God; Is.rael 

call have no claim on special favors. The moral God caDDot 

exe:rcii;e favoritism nor· ca:n He be bribed by gifts of· a Bae• 

rificial nature. Morality is universally applicable. Ho"8ver,, 

the moral 1a,r is not inexorabl'e; m1ii ean set into motion a 

l)ew chain of cause and effect by .. exerting his capacity to 

distinguish good from evil and bY. acting ln like manner. 

Repentance, turn,ing to· God, is mthin tb~ g11asp, of any w.ho 
seek reliance on God. The individual cannot f'irrl sal:vation 

outside his gr.o.up; all 111en _are respon'sible £or the actions of 
0

one another. When the· pecples and the nations of the 'l'fOrld 

truly perceive the nature of God, ~spond to Him by making 

their actio;o~ cpp.t'o:rm to His, c,haraoter, only then lrlll they 

be established. 
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