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· Diges-t, 

~Dougho'!lt :the GQ.?:;pels,. one notes the re·c·l;lI'rene~ <>f motJ.ll.s r$.in.ia.e:ent 

ot tpe, Elija:'h/E:1,.,±sha,. cy-a~e .iri. the books or :&~gs, both in -pa.s·sages wh:i,ch. 

mention Elijah or. .E:U.'.sha ~licit:cy,- ,and in mirac;;l.e stories 1f.bi~h par-¥lel 

of I"etlect- Elian:ic ,motu:~. 

Does, thi~. ·sigpi.f'y tJlat a.. gr,oup o.f' e.arly Ghriatians '1118.Y hal(e identified' 

.J'esus with Eli~ah, and may };i,av.e ,q~v~lQ~ mi;r:a~Ie 1trMitions which would 

, stress tttis ilientificatiop.? · ];l) ord.~r. to ·est.tbli.sb the. enstehe.e of 

such a·· _group.; 1. f onnr e.ritie~Sl!l would be r.equ.i,reff-fot cr.it•itism or both 

the .~rrangement.. o't 1mir.~cle pericepes an<i •Qf t,hg pe;r-icop~s t.b.•.~lves. 

Unfort'.una..teq1 the we~es~es o.f form~oritici~ dimioisli i't1$ util,it7 

fer / ~his·• pa.rt,ic"4ar ~tud,y. 

In our effort. t .o a,;ie'quatei, un~erstand the Goapei:sl use o.f Elijah, 

we must first e~ine• that, use iA the. eont,e~. or the · ~enera]. N~ 

Test,a;m.ent practice 0£ citin~ Tarui.khic l)e:tson~es,. We must· ~,s-o :se~at, 

mirael.e. perlc.opes litbich convey Ellanic 1Jl<1,bifs .fr.om t 1hose Gospel -p~ssages 

which mentfoo. Elijah, or :Elian ·sJ>,ecUically. Fina1Lf,, •we must: anait-se 

-ea.ch .0$s;pel.t,a· 11se 0£· Elijah s~parat~ly. 

We. will undertake in this the!:li"s a d.:et.ail~ ~fs:cus_sion ·0£ the 1va:tlous 

fo~ces :which prQJ!tpte.d ea.en, ~~gelis·t to us~ Elijah in t .h~ ·~ 11,e. did,,. 

Chapte:r Orie f1l.l"ni.shes ·ap. introduc~ior:i to oll!X' st',dy., Cb:'!lP.ter ~ int.:ro.d1,1cef 

Elijah am E1i$.h.a. in. situ, ~s p~phetie warrio.i:ea ~ the period c,f t ,he 

~i'.de ·dynasty. Th~ IUij'.ah/Eli~ba. miracle cycles are a t.1,'Pological 

aource f,rdJn wti,ich the ~lithoi:-s 0£ ind4,vi:dual Go.s.pel miracle pericopes 

derived litera;ry ~~pbatien. 

Chapt.:~r Th~& di.acu~ses tne phen.dnenon •of miracle in the a:neient-

'Wbrl:d:, 'Outlines the di,f:ficu:lt:ies inherent in assigning the t_erm. "ar-etalo:g7" 

i.i 



to ancient ~acle collectior,is, and describes the New Tes-tam.em; practice 

of citing Tanakhic personages for .~ Yarie.ty or theological ends,. 

Chapter F'our begins our discussion of Elijah as he appears in tb.e 

Gospe~. Sin~e Mark, , as the earlielt Gosp,el,; represents the fir.a~ 

known synthesis of Christian traditions, we e:umine those traditions 

in loG,lp.ng fer clues to an ·11El:ijal'l--C,nristology. 11 At th~ junctur.e, w 

take up the question or the u.se..tulness of fonn criticism to our inquiry, 

turn.irtg from a consideration ot miracie cojJ.ection$ to that of i.ndivid\Jal 

pericopes, f~ the question or 11ar.etalogi.e_s 11 to the classical form­

criticism Qf Bultmann and Dibelius. Having discussed the impossibility­

o! pr9Ting the ,existence of an 11Elijah-Ohristolog,'', we will devote 

the latter half of Chapter Four to an exposition of how Mark uses 

Elijah fQr ex~g.etical. purp_es~s and for establishing Jesus' :identity 

vis\ vis John the Baptist. 

In. Chapter Five, we contrast ·th,e uses ,mi,ch Matt,hew and Luke make 

of the Elijah symbol, aRd the bases for their \&Sage; our exposition 

at this point consist,s. solely or ~be examination of passa.g,es which mention 

l!;lijah specifically. Finally", we will deal briefly with .Elijah as 

used by tbe Fourth Evangelist. 



Ttie ~uthp~ wolll<I lilce t6. e:iqiress hiS: a,pp~e;i~t,ion 1;,o Lir!!ia ~e~, 

B~rh_a:ra P°"m,er~tz,. and., othe'f?s .. 011 the HUC Li.br.{!;r,y st.aft who· we.re .or g~eat, 

help in l9c~:tJJ1.g .r-~_s9µ,rce mate•rials· •f'or tnis thesis,, es_pec:ially.: :works::? 

which h.a4 t-o he· HPP~ur~d. t~ a.th.er libraries,. 

. Spec.±al th,a.n.~, o:r cou.r.s~> are dµ;e t,9 Michael ,.J. Cook.1 wnos~ 

enthus*~t~.c :suppo~ ·Qf the authQ~·• s ,-,,o,rk,. ai;o:r,.g ,4~h h:J,:s rp,~_);eulQ:µs 

edit~g and str:ueturi.ng of t;he Qlail~8criPt.,- wer~ :i;;nvaJ:;ua.ble~ 

F'inally,, t ·he a.uthor n-sh~s ~o than~ hi.s wifEh Miriam, :for fier 

.:support, and in~pira:tiol} in this, wor.k, and in. ail other ende~vors~ 

In add.it,iqn, t~e auth<?r t.haplcs liis· ,s·Q~, ~v:i~hai; to.r co~g into ·the 

:, 

> 

! \ 

iv 



C~pter One 

llltroduc.tion 

When I t.it-·::st peg;µ:t rese,~r~b f.dt this th.es:i:s·,. •l va~ intl'i,gµ.~ by-

three ar-e~s of a'.g~rertt .Pa;val.1$1. ·b'.~ween the Elijah · ana: Elis'ha who appear 

in I ·Kings: ,and, tJt~ Jesus 'Wb.o is p1:);r:btayed \,J "blte G9spel.s. Tb.e ·most 

eb:vi.ous. of the~e parallels is ~~t .&lijah,, Eli!:Jl)a., •and, J esu all }/letfcn:m 

111.iracles. El1,San an~ .El.1<Sh.a a:re i~e· only Seri:~~ ti8u:reJS t,o wh~ a 

series, or ~~y.c;le," .of· mi.ra:el{ls is· .~t tributec(. Tll~.s .e miracles are in 

~y ~s i;;m_Jt,.~ted by Gospel a~c:ounts ,of' ,Je,sua-• ~r,eer :48 a .wQnder work~r.. 

S~ce Elijab., esp-eciaJ.+y,,, ia alsQ ~ .ntioned e;icplici~ly 4n ·tn:e G9sp~l.s, 

~d since these r.e.(ere'nees to n1Ji occur· in "key .P.as•sa,ges. where Je.sus' 

identity, is mideF foc'us-, .I assumed that ~he J4taole tales af· KjJi_gs, ~ 

11:r~peateq" in the Gospels., had .a great de•il tG) do with the evolut,ion 

ot N9"' Testam.ent s.aterio16&r ,and Christ,olegy. 

Accoi'dingly, 1 rtr.st propatied th.at .this ~t.~ WQ'iild .cQnsis.t .p .f a 

rerul-crit.ical. ,comparis~ of the lDi:~a~le c$tori.es of' -~ a.r,:d th~ G.osp~ls., 

and. a. redact--io:n:.,;.cri.ticQ.l .stw;Iy qf ·tne ·a..J."TaAgellteJlt. ot t.he mrac.+~ stol;'.i.E!S 

in ,the Gospels.. ~ a.:il.n v,~ to d:ete~ ti; .ia arrang~ the, miradle 

stories of Jes.us, the New Te~t~erit reda.~ors mq, hav~ meant· tti portray 

Jesus as ,cQ11t.in1,; '18; th'(;l wQnder tradi:t,19ns in Kings.. Jn o:tfler ~rcis,:,.. Tcy' 

orlgin;il. hypPthesu, QS that, it a 11eyele" of womer- .st.ories ·could be 

isolat8d in th.e GQspels, ~d. U this cy-cle resembled the; •Elijah/ Elisha 

:wonder cycle,- th~ Jesus ~ h.av:e eeeli. seen by ·'those. Christians. 'Who 

nad arranged th~ JD,ir,a~.l~ stories as a r.e~carna.tion o:f Elijah or Eluha. 

t':hureh leaders w.t,o, ·v.L~heo to. emphas.i-S:e ·th.-a:t Je:;;us ·bad- goBe beyond tp-~ 

El,iJah T,.ale cDultd: Jtave subordinated tbe-tni:raC:l.~ pa:s!Jag'.e~ t(I) th'.os-e ,seetion.s 
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in whiclt Jesus d-ej:li~s t.bat }le 'is Elj,jah. 

4s. IJJlY' :res:e.a.~cb ·pr.ogress.~, l:lQJ-lev~r, i1, $.i;>on beca,me clear that FF 

0 :rig~~ 1'cy;potbesis e'6uld 1'bt. b~ p~e.Jl.. 'mi~ 1'<>I'JJi-.c~ftieiSD1 which s~ed 

a;t t'h~ 9uts~t· so .. pr:Qmising a t~l V~13 r~I;ld.ered v.it't,;~JT 'useless !'or 

t :lie· purposes Qf tbi§" stu&J,. The .f.luid;tY? of' ·mo~ifs 11sed, in ancient 

llliracl~ literature, and .the duplieatiio~ 0£ pbe~na amqp_g: U te:cat,~s 

whese q~_penden~e up_9n ea:cl:t · 0th.er. :cannot alwap. be es'tab1,ished_, Jna4" .it 

im.pc:>sl;l~bie to, determ:iJte the true 11fo:r.ms0 af either Scriptural or N~ 

T~stame,nt. mi.r~¢l¢ ,st~ries,, That, oath' 'E.lijah and ,Je$'µ8 Jliu.l;.t-1.p~ _loaves,. 

!or ~ple) d~es · not. i'.lJ~ee.$~•at,£ly :i:.ndi~ate a direct borrowing frmt; <:Ee 

tl'acli~i,on by an,~ber-. 

FortJl-critic.ism·. i ,s of ·d:ojlbtf,ul us·e irt funlt'ering ,our under.st.anding ot 

the re1atipnsh,ip ~a11g .. El;i.jah, ~l.isb'a, c1!l1d .Je·su~, ·lttlether wt,. a.i.t"e ecm.sider­

ii)g the torm of an ir)dividual miraqle peric<>pe or t.he !9'i"11 G! an ar~ahg~­

men't, ot mira~le pe:l"i:e·opes·.. . ~eit~er :the ¢l~sical fQtm~l"it,i~:i:$. (l)f 

Bult,~ 1 nor mQdem. attempts to class~~ 'Gos-pel wond~r·, ~cc.punts· a1l 

"·ar6t,a:logies •r:, ~v.(il us in our 1;,~~k. BQl~ • s ~f'a~ it• b.a.ve, ~·c;,me :und.~ 

at.tac~ because -t'h~ are rig_id cat;egories inti> wni:ch an, m.i,,e_meJ,_y f'iu:id 

genr-e is forced. To ,c~l Gospel -mit'a¢le ·stori.es 11aretalogies"' is,,, .as 

we shall see:, prol;,lemat.:tc, snJ1.c,e· th'e .ta.rm· i'll df ·rei:rent origin and is 

.detinect ·!liJf&rentJ.,f· by- dift~rent •seholan.-

Th~., it ·1s ililposs·iblQ 1at ihis J).oint ·to ~ss:i,.gn to pa;rill~ls of liQt.:iL­

oetl!feen the· Elijah and. Eli~ha .cycle. and ,the, .Gosp'el mua~le t.ales .~ 

idegl<:>e;ic~ b&s'isw.ht:i;tso~ve.t-~ Tl:leremJJ,y bave beep a group of ~~11 

Christ~ who saw; .Jesus· as E;U..jall; tb.:l.s group~ b~v.e 'be.en re$·ponaible 

ror. th~ presenQe af Eliait:b; ~Qt:ifs· i.n the Go~pels, bllt the existence: of 

s1:1,c.h a., gi,o,Up ·Carin.en'. ·b..e s,cient.ificai.1,- established from. our ~:v-id.en~e. 



We. can· tr.ac.e a 1.it.~r§..cy , . tYJfP-logicaJ. ]J.nk .'b!3tweel!l' ¢1;1:rta_;in miraq,le 

peric.opes- and the, Elijah/Eli.sha.' cycle, ·bt:it we can1_1ot assert th~t. this 

link. ia a.n,thing bub a lite'ra.ry ,0.ne. Qnly· in LUke {whun 'J110st clearly, 

:re.semble$. 'wfuit is usua:.i:Ly .cies~rtb~ as an ar~alqgt) colUA we !ind a 

Jeiril.s who eontinu.ed \he wonder t~a'dit,ions. :in Kings, for Luke, ot all 

th'e Gospels, equates Jesu,s 'W;i\h Ell,je,h., L'!Jke, however;- does not •use 

ilia-cle sto-ries to est-a.blisb this · ~qu,ati:9n as Dlllch as ne· uses -passages 

llb-ich. ~licit.ly mention EliJa~i,; his rel!3on_~ to:P e&t~bJ'ifit(,i.ng ,J.esus• 

Elijah-fci'entity are political, not tbeol.~g;i.oal •. 

As it tu.ms out, the m:i:ra..dle taies of· the 09f?.pels whiac-h coov.ey 

Elianic mot.ifs must be separa.'.ted: fron,i })~~ages where Slijab. i;s menti~·ed 

eXP,li¢_itly~ Rather than reinforce eacli ~her, the two ty,p~ ·at· pa:~.sa;g'!S 

re.ally r.e'f'er 't,o tw. di:ffe:rent ''Elija,h11l3. Tl'i'e. mira~l,e.s a£ Kings I llh.ich al?8· 

th.a om, blo.c .of wndi!r stories in Scripture,. would he a logical literary 

source ror- an:y<;ne wr.it~ about the .doings of a: Jewish. wonder--workep,: ot' 

Jesua• \1.me. Im. pas-.s.a,g~ whe:re E-lijah- .i:s ln:etltiQned by nam.e,~ he is not 

Eli,jah the wortde.r. .... worke:r as ·mu¢.b. as he u the Elijah 'pre.dieted in Malachi 

4 . .: s. the ?lep-r.esent.atiye Qf iibli~a;l, l-'!~Ph.e¢Y-ii It :is. .a:n e.~·chat9;I..o~;teai 

Elijah who a_ppea:ts ~ -tb.,e k~;r p~s-~ge-s of the Gos.~1s 'Wb.ieh sb,ape t~~ 

ident-it.1 of J;eij~. ~is ~cbatol~gical Elija.b, is, ~ teat in pa.rt;., 

.a creatiQn or Chriat,ianit:i; it,0'4lere in So~:tptu;re is it )119-tten th.at 

Elijah: will be• tbe f Qre-i,nme~ et. t .h~ Me~siati, or t.h~t t he Mes'S:l,ah. DN,$t' 

. Jfiave. a fd're'r,mrter a.f. a,ll. Ihd.eed, .Jew'i-$h Seript,,ures ofter• 'US a varlet,-. 

or· figµre.s wne wi1l W3her i1' the End TJD1e-th.e S.on rc,f Man, i.he Davidic 

Messiah,. an.i ,th~ Prop~¢ like-. M()ses of D.euteronant '1$-:1~,. Early 

.Chris'ti'.an ~eges:;i.s ereat.ed tne concept ot· · Ml E.liJati...:torel"!inner :ill resp·Oh$e 

to Jewish: .eontf!l~ti~.,_s th~t th.e new •age- had not yet- •ar~iv.~d and· to 



C.Qtmteract eail.p.et1tiah i'rooi. f0llwe~~ ·.ot ,John the •B.apt,1.st. 

The seeona a,p:pa;r._ent,: P~~.lei ·hetr~~~n ;El,.fj~/EJ.;i$b.,,_ aJ-1d J.esus is that: 

the· relat.i0nsh-i~ oetween l:lijah •a!l-d Elisha •s~elllS; t;o ~a-elllble th.a:t ~ 

Jo}$ t,ie, Baptis,t and. JesU8. ln Kings, Elij~h is a •s0µt,a:ey ~eseit­

d~ller, .aa '1.ti<iGiilpromis~g de./end~r o:r· tihe tafth who, lives. in a world 
' . ~ . . ., 

<>t. cir.8-'ught-, P,-:rivati"On, and ·spiritual purity·. He 61.'Cl~ins Elisha just 

be.f'ore nis aVo,,th~os•·i:s; E.1:isha th.en leaves the d;eeert solit\¥les tor tt\e 

cities, -becOllling inv:a1v~ in the: realpolitik of the c.-ollaps'.in§ Omridi! 

dYna;ity and ~~r.s:ihg :bimi!!~·ll' in tbe atria.rs t:if the people- an:l 'the 

4 

D~~"':l.'ln "l:l .• , In. the ije,w 'l~~tamttnt,, ,John ~he .aa:ti>tci.$.t is the· $blltar.,· 

<i'esen dwelJ,er 8Ji1d d~fer;idel"' Qt the f'aith. ~ ga;nn('nt~ -~ :N.s~ble 

tho~~- :of Elij~. ·He :baptizes ~es.us j'~t, priqr t.o hi$ -~ death; Jesus 

then ·c:;ar-:d:.es h.is- m:i.l1istey:· lrrt,o t.n.-e ~it.ies and towns,. out among the J>¢9P.~e .. 

The b"'tA-!ll,"I "'b ~ould corre~pQnd to J~ 1 diseipl'8•• ~~ic :would: 

seeP.l. -to ~tft:r, Je~us w:ith gli:slla.-the prophet :.who · is to go out among 

the peoplE! is. in. po1;h cases o~ained.. bi a a.esel"t pmphet who, pt!>s.$esses 

di,rt:ne ~uth9rlty:. Tha:t tJii.e N.ew. Testament ca.t•1·ies· Jesu beyond t.he rol~ 

of ·Elisha c·oµl_d be. ;1.een to be the result of -later Church the,Cil.Qgy _intr:uliin.g" 

upon an earlier t~. 

'l'h-e for~gomg is an allurin~ com_par.i1Q~, ·es.pJ!eially ,when seen ~ th~ 

iight et th~ ~iti.onal . Chris.tian Yiew; et' the 'l'elation,$_hip 'bet~Q 

Je,s;us and t.pe;. Bap~ist, n•l.y, thf!;t Je,sus· re~e·ived. ~P.:ird.tual ~raining 

and .Jiapt±-sm .. f~OID John be.:£(;)'1'.'$ ;b~gim.rlng pis own ·mn-i~tey.. The C(')lllwison, 

~owver., rama.mJ only: all'.El'hg. 'l'he t.1;a4it'ii.m~ picture or .the, Baptist 

ecae-s t:rom a h~nnonization Qf itL1 four Gespels•,, and is therefore suspect 

:asi tp.:~toX7. 1n fa.ct, theNS is a canpelliilg arg:wnent. tor the theory, 

tlt~~ d'e_a-qs. -and J·ohn the &pt;d,st, never met. Th_e ideJ'lti,fj,ca-i;;.'i.en o.f Je~us 
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with Elis~ ~s a viabl.e li~era:r,- <,p,t,1:on,. but ,ii} µ a4 ot,ti~n 1'hat 

was µeyer utilized •bY- :Chri~t~ity ~ Act_µa.Uy.; the Ev:angelists were 

cQl).c_e.rn~ av-_er t.l'le pro.plem-ot the "prior'ityn · of John the 8aptist . .,. 

and qid evertttrin~ they c.ould tQ -subqrcfin~t,e. JohJI t,o Jesus. Tnet wo.uld. 

·11ever dr~am. .o.f: identifying Jes-us-wii,h ·Elish.a; the.;r ne~t-ali:ze,.\he 

sigl).i.fic;a.nc'e of ,Jesus• baptism, ~~senting it (~c~.pt in the ·c~f' oi 

Mark) ~ s(lllei}h~, to which the ~t',i:'st is Qnl1, a maiefiaj. ·wit~s.s. 

'l'ha.t J~nn WoU].d. ·eonf-,er ~ authorit.;r on Jesus ~., tor ~he ~ew 'l:es-tament 

-authol"$,, incon~e-iyaple. Our t~o'lo,gicid comparis.on ·of Elijah/Elisba 

to ,JQh,n/Je~us ~ Jiav-e oc~:::ur:~ t .~ th.e- early' Ghri.stiahs, but; ir it 

<iid .,_ it ;w.a-~ m~~t e~rtai.nl.3" htu-i~. by them. 

The s~e.. could_ b~ •~aid of Elijah ' ·s apO'.th'~o.s;i.s a,rtd. it~ r.el;ationship. 

to the New. Test,'a)D.ent., the tlli.I:'d ~p~ent- _P.i'U:alle.l!i Sijah ~ e~~~ 

a:1:iv.e i,nto tlie hf;lavenf? in a ~a.riot or fire; since he n:ever died, hi~. 

return ,colJ,1<1 ~~-ei.v. ~ assuined'. lll mess·~ic, speculati'o,D. On.~ would 

s 

think that Elljab1 s aflC~ston wou:1-d be th~ paradi,gin 'fer .;fe&us•· resilrrection 

~d expect-eq, ~tum:-t,he lit.eta•q c'omieetion wbld b.e abvi.6us-. Origiruuly, 

I h,ad, intend~ to expl.o,pe the -apotheosl:is C!>f both. Jesus and Elijah in 

ctepth,;, when. -~een -:ill concert :with the oth~Jt $Uppos·ed. cenn:ed..iqrts atat..ed 

a:bo,ve, the shar~ motif or ascenS"i:en l"Quld l"Cf,.in.,for~~ J~s12S' ro1,e ~1sc trek 

to tpe• prophet-ic l.raditioti-s or 1(::uigs.. Tb'e- :intt)'re.-st'r of the $osp,J. ·~~'llS, 

hP.wev~r:, was to portray· Jesus' res~~t-ic .~s a U.!tW. eve~t .. <\fl' tbe 

~gizming •of !1' new, ag~. Wluie, $lijah. 8$eend~ int:Q heaven alive· las had 

F.n0 cti) l! ·Jes~ ~ £.--ft~tt· an~ t,hen ;was resur~eted~ It. ·wa.s: Je~µs •· 

·oonqµ~st 0 £ death, ·som~biil)g Ell:1~ had never ~chie:ved,.. whioa was to 

be the a:£gnal. or ntitlian';Lty•>s s'alv:at;iQn. Ttros ,-, if there •'Kad or.igina.n,-

been strands· o'f C.h'ris:tian traid.itiop:whicli, lit~raril:y or otherwise, 
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imit..at:ed Elijalll 't} ~scens.ion,. these $ttancts w~re 6mn'i.tted: -.tran or buried 

in the :Gospel ~c-eount~-• Even Luke's po,rtrr..~ qf tb:~ ~s.UN'ee~l.on shties 

a.wa,,y from pre$8ntil'lg1 ~· J~us wb.o goes t ·o h~ayen in a .. cnaTiot..; Jesus W'as 

merely 11c.&rried up·· te he"'.Y ... ·en-11 ("11'· 1:1\ and ,...,i ~ "'-·"--"" . ~ :v , , _ · no ~ anic ~_get,' enhances. 

S:ince t.h~ \hree hyp~theite~· 16!th. which I b~gan my .r~seg:rch were not 

bortt~ out in ttirlher in_v:estigatj;p:n;, this st.ucly has it-ak~n on a sQDlhha.~ 

diffe:Pent cpa-raeter than -~ -:O~ig;m:atl;y· mt.ended. l .have aevoted. ~FJl.e 

.space .. to ~raying the• evd.d81:)~e for· a $1::.rong liter:aey · Ct>lmection bet.we.en 

-EJ.ij.ah:. matifs. hi -Kings ;pl(l· ,,Te-sus ·, ~a.c-:t_e t.ale&, mq. to disc113s,ing 

-'~:y,· thcis li'teracy: conneet:-icm eanmot, be used ·to pro~ the ~te,ice of ~ 

·g~u·p wh'-ich eap·eused an EliJaa~r.istel.osr. ln addiition, bGWeVer, I 

found that.. i.'t is nec.essary to examine each Gos-pe.l.1s :use or the Eli.jahi­

s~l (as. op'posed t.e Eliani!e moti£s) separ.atelyj arid to disc~- in 

detail the val"i~ fe-rces which c.aus~d. each -GofiPel :author. to use 

6 

rhe: EvangelistJJ us!3d.- Elijah..,. , &:$' i,t t'l;lr;n~ ,oQ.t., :n-t;hi:n a larger cont~xt 

of citing '1'at1'8.k.h,ie pe,rson.a:ge;:s fqx, apologetic,, ex~~~i.c-al.; or wlitie:al. 

reasons·. Ea:ch- Gospel ',wttter ,us~ EliJ~ for· lµs ,p~ .purpos~.a, ,often 

·eomp1.ete:L)' e.ontra:tY ,t<ll·1 pf.QVious .to·~t.-ion:i.. ~k, ,~he ea;rlie"s.t 

Gospel,. is: our fir&t re-_c;d.:rd of ,an Elijah ,mo is• ,to p~oede 'tp~-M~;ssiab-; 

thl.s. e~e~et.ical tor~t:i.en ~n-iousl,y' ij~ with J-obn th& Baptist . by 

giving him a pla,c-e :in :t.h~ $1u'istian sotf}riole1g;[eal framework as the oe.giml.ing 

~f- the, Kingdom. 1n ,~~ditiooi il. c:ounb.ers ,J'hish claims ·that th.e age had 

not arri.Teel; it,. h~ in¢eed ar:r.ti,vedit far John,. a r:al.atd;vel,l lireil-:known 

fi,gur~,~ was ~~tu,aP-1 Eli:Jah.. Matthew al::n> · 4tentiti~ ,Jolin with- -mij~, 

bu.t ad.els BO .S:i.gr\'.i.£iQant re!eren~,s t ,O' him tha,t are· nQt, drew c·gqtained 
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ip., Mark.. This is-becau$e. Ms.~tl\~•·s :c~ce.~ are wi.tJ"i. i'Jle· est,at>li$~nt 

o.f Gh11rc;h di:rcipl;i.ne; it is eri,oV,gh for bg.m. to rest~t~ ~r.~·•fll •c~iln 

t,hat John i~ Elijah:, and · to. add t-hat. the eve}1.ts of Jesus! life •·ani the­

li.fe ◊£ th~ Ohur·cn afte-r nis death were all in fulfil.llne$ 9r tne: .. 

a.nci~nt. · pr,epi-Je.¢ies wnicm .:Elijah s·ytttoolized., 

7 

t-uk~', ,,011 the dth!9r hand, .. completelj und.oes 1'ibe, role .af Elijah· ~i:ch 

had Q~en ·es't.abli~l')e,d.. ·by, the· t..w..o f.tarlier G.os,jiel:s te.r: :JQhn th$. Ba_pt:urt._. 

Continu$ty id.t.~ ,J'ud,a_i~lii, '\fhi.ch. W'a$ ;;a,-·legal enti.t.y· :in, a~ ~;y,es ~ :was 

l-:ukf) •:s p-rima:r.r cqn~:e.m_;. this .coo~intlitr eo'Q.ld. b~st. be• c:\$0:QS,tr'at,ed by 

}11:ak:m.g J~.13-us th~ SY'Jl:~l. of :a].). that. :was ~st in. J-~ai,s.~., the c\il.min~tiol'.l; 

9£ th~ proph'e1.i¢ t~a;dit.ion, :S:li~lµl. Tb.~s, .Luke ~areiullJr,. ~~riced ,an 

the pas~ages in ·tne· 0th.er two ~»i<>Pi;,.ics,· whi,c;)l ~XJ?ilcit,4Y mentioner-1 

.ElljiUl, an,rl,-, 1! he· could, . made· t.hem apply to J~sua. ,fte did thiff as 

pa,rli 'Qf h_a,s e'fforts 't~ ,,present an 'lord.er 1y ac-c._0:unt 11 •,of Jesus.' l±(e,. , an 

accolllt,b lidlieh he &aw as v.aatq supe.rior to that of M,a.-tk an~. l-1.at\h~. 

The fourth Ev~g~:i;ist br.-eaks· oampletelt with ,ail. t .ha.t ~·a),!le l)e:f."E>.;M.; 

~ei~h~r JeslilS 1,1or ,Jolin the Baptist· ig EJ:ijah. Tos,t'e$~ Jotu:l'1:s a,,rn is 

t~ coo.vey one p,Qwerf\.d the.crlQgic·a:1. jl\es~age-the J'.es-qs ~o appeared on 

ea;rtn ~s only ~- tem~orary ino.,arnati~· of a. C'osl!lic, et·er_na.1. ~ing·, 

t})e l,iogps-. filj,ah, ~he. B.ai:>tist,, o:r ~ ·other ftiQtory;-oo• tigur.fi is 

tQhally irrelev:ant to. the i-Qu,n}).. tw~elist 1 s rttim~less •• me.ss'age; 

to sa;y t~t the .Ba.ptis-t w~ KU,j~ was to force th'e .Logos, t.he Chris't., 

.into .a Jewish esella:be'l~gi~ f.r~~work'. ldlich the Cht.ist ceiGJ,plete~ 

trans~e~cted. Thus,· JC;»lm. has· ~e Baptist• deny t:lM:1.t. ·wh:idl Jts\iS eJq>.li~;i..tly· 

-s:batea lll ~rk:,, that,, J'ohn the Baptist is El.ijan. 

~lt'ho'U-gh, as, 1 j:1,ist men~ioned;, t.be· use of EUjal.J;, -y~ries: .marked~ 

from £1lG>spel t.a gosp~l., !:lile thread 1iDiUies all :f"our Evan,;ge-list:s• 
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U ... · k' .. ~:r .: ·S ¢:onc~ption or· .EJ,ijah (th~ El,iJah .or Mal. 4 :·5:) :and er· hia. identil-i-

c:a.t,iQn qf jofui the Baptis·t v.i.th Eil;:i,Jan. ,S~c.l!: .Elij:ah .was: s~en by the· 

Gps~1:s. as a JriaTker tor, ttie be&inn~g ,Of t~ '.Ett.d Tiffi~., toe· way in ~icb. 

he a,ppears in' each. J<!>spe'.1,: sigpitie~ its ·a~bor":s c~ne~pt,iQn .ot ·the 

.i.mi!µne11ce :o:f the: .Parousia. Th~i we h.aVi~ d.eTot'ed pa_rt ot· O~ap'te.r Five· 

to .a d;ise~ssi~ of the. bmh ·o:t' th~ idiea ot the 11See.on,d ·e.em~gn an,d i:t,$ 

.¢volu:tiQR thro:g,gh t'he Four G6apels. For th·ose 'who :belt.,wed :tnat :Jesu 

would :ret'1I"li s.P:e.edi:ly; as did Mark, it- was. lo[p-cil ·to identift John 

'the· ~ptist as Elij'ah.. .Aa t:ime. went on., as Jes,us, tarried iii the heaveas, 

later G.Qsp.~l aut.hots· l~i:, Matthew •h.$i t .o ,:q,ua.li!y this. ea,rlt, identific.at_:i:on. 

By tl:te ta.me . .Joh.n: \ilas W1?;ltten, t)le· ohJ_y··~ in, whici., ,.(e,-s1µf' dela.1 c:ould 

te •~la±n~ :wa,s :PY sev0J-r~g him frqm nisto,.-y ~t·og~he.-r ~ 111?,ldng 

~ .ete~al an$;! pr~exist,ep~. §.il).ce, in t:hi.s, ·context,. 1it, did :not _iqa:tter 

'w.t}en ,J~$Us .ret•Ul;'Il~., EJ,:ijah d:ropP,e.d e~t- of the· pi:et~e aJ.tog,~per. 
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Elij~ and Elisha in_ the B.o:a_ia, ot Kin.gs 

To uiiderst~d t:b.e Goapels' use of .fil.ijah and ·t:i.i:~~, we1 must First 

;tum to the bopk .qf !G.n"g~ in which ther fir.st appe~. · Tqe bae~ l).f' :JUngs 

is the• ~ltlininati..an or 'wh~t we te:nil tqe. D.euteronQlliic .Hi13t,qey-. ., t~at, c_8r,p:o,s, 

Q,f Set-ipt\i:re redacted py a Deutero.h0mi.c, edito~ and .. . ~ending Jrom 

Deute~onoriiy tbrough ll ~_.ing~·.. King$ 1'tS.e.1:f is· a monument.al. and nigh,1.y 

erafted · piece 0f hi$:torical wmt,~g. ;I.ts· underlyd . .ng: so.ur.c.es .ar,e .of ~Y 

diff.erent. kinds· @d hav:e .been stdlfully: S8l'm· 't,;og¢th¢r., t11.~. Sb.ur~e's sh~ 

light. on the :tej,gns of :particular ~gs; t~e edit.Qr, gr Deuterop.Qllti.st., 

then ®ntrfilbut.es' .bis Qwn touches ~d eoll)lnentary to j;ie the :whqJ.e :tGg~t.her·. 

As V'On Radl states, a ''vig6r~~s selectivtt,1.'11 is .Jiiani~esti ·thr:ou,ghout:;· 

the author g!l.eans from the ~p_patent1y- lt~e. seie:ction ,o_r' ~our.ces at his 

disposal only enough ma.terhl to mal.<'e his poin'ti, r-e.,t'err.1ng the. re.ad~, . ' ,. . 

if interested,. to the.,. cn:~inal sources: e .. g., '~hdw the ·rest. -0£' the acts 

.o'f King: so and ;&G., ~are•. th¢;t· i:.i.ot writt.en, :in tbe Bo@k 0£ t,he Chr.(>nicles ,of 

the Kirigs of Isra.~? 11' ,'fli:e' p~int th~t t,he D~v..tJeron'QP!ist is trying to· 

ma:ke is theglogical ~ the hist~r.t ·and fate of J~ah and. Israel. depend on 

:the condu<::t of th~ir kings in on~ er t:wo criti~a! ,~:rea;J ...... \heir p,,N'jse:rvati.<m 

.0 f the mwtt cult..{ oft~ tile YR.WM cuJ:..t.Jn Jerus-al.em), ,and t&e ·reje9~ion 

.of t.he, Canaani;t,~ •cul.ts ot the '!higb. p.1ac~ .• " ~~ a11th<>r- :downplqs the 

~iad of .ao.cial :and· p-oiiti_cal lo~ces th~t inf1ueneed t~e di.fferen:t. rnle,rs. 

in t'heir ·ac.'tj,on.s in favor of a repetitive·,. hi,ghl;y m.Qralis.tic:, Nligious 

hiatoey. 

Among t;J1e s9'\U"ees 1.1sed in the h'is'torical lilqsai~ of Kitlgs .. ts a group 

ef. st.pries kn~ ;;s •the. El!ijah/Eliish.a c_yell:5• Tpe ElijP4 ey'~le is u,se.d 
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t,q highlight the de_eline ani;i fall .Qt, the 'Qriride, dynasty; while th.e ·:tus~ 

cycle !lea.ls with the·. rebelli<>1.1 of J,~b~ tibe wars ,o.f• Hazael and Ben Had·ad 

·ll, and· t.he- ear.:t,y Part o.f tne reign of ~Q.~h. :No•, othel' pro·phets .in· the. 

,bQa.k 9.f K.~gs rec~ive the a'ame de~ree of' ,a-ttentign aa ~i~ah ,and, El.isba. 

Accordi;ngJ.y , . the; qU:&.stit>n •immea.iat·e,ly arises·-: 'Nhy -~,rE.t th:ey- $Q :im.}tortant. 

t~ the ·neut~ro~()m;l;st.? To, ~spon(!; we must .examine the o-ri&~ aJ:Ki_ ,nat,~ 

of th~ Deut .erqnq,n:i;,e b:isto_cy-· as a who'.l.~. 

M9(ie:m set)ol;qr.stl:i;.p bas held. dd.ff:eriri~ iiews as to the or1,s,µi and _n;ature 

of 'l:.he :IieuteronQ.mic ~~a!i:iti~n. In U~05, W. M. L. De Wet·te first .aqvan;ced 

s,ste1I1Ati~ally th& t,~esi.». tl'\a.t the 0Bo.ek .o.r · Laws" ?ound by Josiah in 

II •~gs :22 .. 4' wa,s tne book ()f' I>em;erli>AQJl\'r• 2 • As E .•. W. 11:iehols.on indicates 

in his, B1lllllllaey of. seho'lal!S~P o.n tb,e. sµbject, 't>e W.et-:t,e1s 'Vl)..eV,3) have, sur­

viy:ed critipal· attack.,3 .~d. are 1t..oda.y- a:pe .... ~pted, by lllO'St .:.sc·nolars.·4 

This .,iew of the orl,.-g:ins. of De~eron9my ~ gol.)tld.ed ~ the 'ta~t that 

irJair:f' of Josiah t.'s enactments in respi;)ilse. to the: "'Law .Book'* can only--b'e' 

un~er.stood in l;'elat}.':on ·t .o Deuteron•• Howevel-i1 a:s. N'iehol~on points o~t;, 

not all <if this k.d.Jl8.'s actions are to be., exp4i:ned as deri'ving _from th~ 

i;l~ds of the law book; inst'-ead, the!ie is evi:denc.e that cerl~ifi paliti:eal 

.reforms were carried, even bef'ore. th~ law b9(.J):c ·was lou.nd in 6.21.. BCE. 

Thus, Deuteronob!f was not _m~rel;r .a b.lue-pl"a.rrb tor rei'()n.na.t:ion th"at had ~n 

mtrod~.ced t,y •a JMean refqtm ang. re~yal parl',y:· in th:e ·se.:v,8l'ltb o~ntuey; 

'hde~, the ,eviden-ce- as- :it :3tand.s se·~ to ·in.dicat,e a ?f.ort.Jle1/'h Qrigili tor 

-the, t>euteronanie tra.dit:i:qn.,5 ¥.4J"tin . .Noth has a~sert.ed t.Q.at t~e Demero­

noop:c w.e:wpoint and earlY t.radit±0n~ or.-igin._a-1,ed in t~ia· Is~elite' ·t'ri)J.µ 

con.federat.ion d'iirl:rig the t~e of the Jwi,~s.6· During,.ttiat time, this 

ccmfeder.ation was a tbeocra"'ic community called an amphictyony., united 

l.n• ... .. ,..., wf!l.h v.;m-111· and decfic:ated to a, .central sanctuary where covenant cove~,.,.. .. .., . ·"' .Lu"" . _ ... 
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fes £ivals, were ,held. 'rhe. tt1ibes, al1:10· un.it.ed in a pact of mt¢~ defense, 

would p.eriodd,~:JJ.,- venture: f ol"th in a "hol,y ,waj-'i, us.ually led ht· a. 

cha:rismat-ic le·a:der :( Ju.dg·es · '.l'·.~1· o·. •"I• ' ,·6 etc ) ' - . . - ' . ' ;:, •· ., -..u+·• ~ ' ' ,_ . ' • . 

Foi" most o'f t~.e ampbio;t;ronic :period,, the et)n-t,;1,3;l s'ar}.ctiiiar.,- cif' the 

t.riba1 leaghe was ,as Shiloh. Arter Shiloh .tell :in' to;'o, Set.h· Fa.. 

and' Gil,ga.l becam.~ ilnpprt,a.n;t cente·rs of ,covenant_a,l autbo_rlty, and. we:re 

fo.c.u poi11ts <>i'. .prophet,±c ac:tiv~t:r. EU•jah.· and Eljs~ treq~e,nt~ .botb. 

sites, (IIK 2,1; 4::38).'7 

How lorig; ,these-c-eQ'lie~• ~er.e,g t .o ePv.ena:ntal traditions is. ·unclear,. 

but Am.o,s .(5 :21-~_) ang ll(?sea, '(6 :6.} ~ye u.1:1 th,~ impress.i9n t.ltat in th~ir 

ti.me tlie cults•· tner'e were no l.Qng~r tran.sndtting t,jie. p:ure. rait)l.. 

.tficnolson -as-serts :that it, was the pro-pnetic: ,~s that kept. t;he Qµi 

tradi'tioirs -alive, often in the t~ee or per.seettfafon ·by .Mort.hem ro1alty. 

The DeuteI"tinanist t>akes ~ .. dim •view or kiilgshiJ>-p~Jc~.ly. .in ~e 

North. This· verry like~y.; ,reflects· the ·riunierous clashes. 'f>ebwe~n t,r.qP-,het~ 

and king~ that occur throughout th'e-llent..eronom±c b.l.stary.; ,'aili\, • \'he 

case o~ th.e Norlhe.rii •Ki:fi.gdattJ!, the v.ert lo:e:ation. Qf a .c:apital el.se'Nher.e 

than J&rusalem. cs:mstitut$ a .plight ~ - the', l¢i:ng. in qu~tion •. -SarJiuel 

dez,ides• Saul' s Tiolations ,Qf ~ellent t.•:rai;i±tiQps; ~ijaii,, a prQphet., 

in£l'lienced the revolt. aga~~t the nous~ or Darid ~ hel~d ~,et up 

,J•e-roboa.ut as king-, 13a.as~~, ·who ove,rlhr'8W· J'Et,11oboani.,, waa ,~so r.aiseEJ: to 

pOW$r .By a p:roph¢t. 8 lb t .tus cont.en, t.he ·activities ·of Elijah and 

Elisha. reptesent the c~at,ien. of P!"Gpnetic, anti~o~rchicai f.efiiing­

they; pred:i~t th!;! fall c;,f· the Omride ~~st';Y. and instigate tfie J 'enti 

rebell.ion. In effect, E).ijan and ·mtsha have de<;.lated a holy war on:. 

the fo~nem Monar~hy: ,an.ii the -c.or.ruptimi it i-epr~sen.ts. 

The. pro,ph:etic party, of whdP.: Elij~ and EJ.i:sha came to .t;,e symbelic;; 



•was instrumet1;tal in the ft>rmati0n or -what we noW" knpw as, Datrt,erottt;;1Ii)". 

Nicholson ·has sta.a. ""d' 4•1.·at, ~.... h'" · · • , ·. · 11 • 
· · l/" we , . ...:.-~ · ,is opm:i.on., the Oeute,ronqmic c:.i:r-ele'', 

.or pr6phetic Part.y, fled ·t .o Jerti.sa:lem ~th its t:raalt'1l9t1s, in ·721., BCE, 

af".t'e.,r the Assp~ inva.sion,. ~el;iev~g that l:s.:r,~el Is future, J;w there .• 

In 1Jerus'ilem, 'tthey ~t teJI!p~ed ~ tev:ival :in conjunetioo. :·with· .Hezekiah, 

but this failed;, ·~d react:i,.()n s0ej; in under Man.ass.eh. Aft.er .this railur.e., 

thei drew up theµ- · ~ .plan,s for ret<>fl!l in the iienn of Den:¢~rnnolli';Y., 

makmg ce~am c9n~e_s:si9ns to Je~~-al~ :t.:r.~itions, 's~· t,}.la.t, the. book WP:uld, 

be ac-cept-ea.. When ,Jo.sk_n attained. power:, t.l'le· b:o~ -~s:, d,.,isc,ove.te.'d and 

acc?Pt.ed by the ·authorities.,9 Nict'lalson gt:>es- on to "e4.im it-h.~t the 

a~eeptaJ;J.Ce of D~ttberononw spuITe4 the J!l'Oi)hetic ~,ircle to lite again, 

begiruung a proce.as l(bich eulllwi~~-ed in thi3, '£.ormat:i:on, of the De.uterenomi~tic 

cor.p~ ef .Joshua~Kings ·~ the exilio. period• lo. Here, ~he ·traditi.oris 

·conoeI:"rd.r\g EUJ;jah, anti EliS:h~ t.h~t had been passed dmm ?roil the earlia~ 

days of the. p:oophet'.ic guilds of ~he· North :we.re set i:n1iq tb'e· larger mat--rix 

of ~ll,)gs_. ·EJ.iJah ~d· Elisha, , £or the .i\i:nal, ~(la¢.tQ~ •.of th~ D.eµt,e__ro~ 

nQmf{>tic J1isto.ey,, .ar.ei th.a pr:im~ .exell,_l.plari:J ~! tne cha::r.isma.tic. l(arl'i,Pr 

c,'f YBWH, perpetua.lfy ·:tightfn:g th.~, V<='l"flr' ;rQY~l ca.rr.u.ption :which the 

aJ1thor/redaotor·. •s.ees.,as the r~a$Ql;l for- the downfall_ <:1f ·both l~rael 

cUl_d Judah. 

F'l'otn h:ere ~ turn to the :Elij~fElish.a stories themse1'Yes.. The twe 

• ....i: ""ollows,t propµets appear m S~rc~p.,,:u:r~ as .J. .. 

. 17:'17-'l4 

1~:·17-44 

. 19:1-18 

Elijah.1.s -r-ole ~ a dro'Qght, fee,q...fng a 
:y.idaw •. ' 

Elijah cures tine widow1.s, -son of ·a.ickn~~.s • 

Elijah and the 4.SQ prophet~. ·ot Baal; 
-'Elij ah ·o~ings .r~in, 

Elijah .f.lees te Mt .• li()reb • 
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I Kuigs l<J,:19,..;21.. 

a ,:1-2, 

II Kings l _il.-:t'7 

2:l-l8 

4:1-7 

l+,JSi-37 

4::3·8~ 

7i~-l--20 

·a· •.. ,,. Q,.-"'>I:\ 
·. -~.J..-y, • ,LVt 

li:J.~Jan ~oint.s ijlisnaj, 

Na:J:,o~b th~· Jezr~~l,i~e, 

Pi-?,phecr,,., ~~neemirl,g .Ah~zd.ah,, ElijM 
b!!m~s fire dcnm qn_ tile c·vi:ptains of 
$.0. . . > ' 

Elijah ·aseends ·to h~~!i.~n,, ~sh:a takes 
cp~d. 

Eli~J;ia. hegµ~ w~t~r~ ,or JericJio, 
punish.es ,ch:i,.l,.th•en. 

El.is~ br~gs wat~r ;iin: Moaijitte lr(at. 

.:E:lisha m\ll,tipµ-es oil f;or -4~bto~ :w~. 

El~ha and ~be Shtmam,i~e -w.QIDaQ. •. 

Elisha cu,r.as ~ pot; ·Qt -µncl:ea;!Ule_s-~, 
f~ed~ a ~tit-ude-. 

'Elisha cures Naaman or lepro~y , , the 
.:a£'fliet:ion t.>f Geha'zi. · 

JJ 

Elisha. res.euea .axe-head 'from the Joi'dah .. 

~l~ha ' l)l.i1i).cl$ ' and Qa.pf.'!,11,:oeS, 'iSyrian: army:., 

Sp-<>i:tin1g ·tp:e· c,antp of the At~eatJ,S •. 

f>·r~p4.~cy ~O??,eeni~g Btm ~ad. aJJ4. &zael., 
Jehµ 1s anom:t;,~ K:ing. 

Elish~ -<fiesr ~he h~ing power o.f h:is 
bon~s. ·· 

Within ·the ·mJ,:,j,ab/.El.isha c;rc1.e_, two 'basic. t-YJ>es , <;it ·st.ories can be 

fo'lilld. Jn tlte f~t- type, the prophet ie _po.rt:r~ed. as· a: p-x•ophet . of the 

.people., ~d. tbec sty'l~ 61" the writing ~ larg~J.y thact. ot· a hist.pt-J.c.A 

:novelett'e,;. ll In.¢lude4 in ~bis ,ca:-tegqq a;re· the &tori~$ of. Na.)>¢,h, t .he 

Je.zr.'e.el:it.e;, Eli;5ba' s bringing o.£, llat~r in :t.h·e· .. MQa.Qi,te ·wars, and, ':t,h~ ~J.'Jt'ire 

tJ~,c.ti-cm that. deals, with Eli.Sha 1 $ .~l" in the Jehu rebell.i.Qp and' -wit-l;l t,be 

ruJ.ers Ben 1,{ada4 and Haza.el.., 'The~e, passag~~ al'8 concern~· 1'1ltQ prophecy 

,and, its fuU~nt, t.he r.ev«dation or tJ1e Di"1.ne hand in .political. 
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~f~fa:irs. Ott-en,, th~ proph'et ,appear~ only, b.rie.fJ.y, in ol"d.er to utter his 

pro,p~~'cir, and then Yanisn~s from the s,c,11,e~ El~j_~,h; ~~ 'b:i;-cih1ght 'into bhe, 

Nabotb ~tort,. fo,,:- example" ,an1y ··to prophesr eq:,.c~ring tb.~ •, d,$1IU;s~ or 

Aha:b, and the expres,sion tie · uses ( "him t.hat dies ~f' Ahab ifl t,he, •ei.ty-

th~ <1Qg.s '&hall ea:;/' et,e,~) .is a:lse , fRun4 el.se,.he~ ll.'1-~ (I 11.,~U; 

16::4). ··Elisha put;s m. :~ ·bri~,f' aP.i1ea:ranc& in the. account of -the Jeit,iu. 

reb,ellion when . he aerids a ~errant to anQint J-e.hu, and Elijah• s 'tk>:ms 

eonc~rning the tiouse or ~i surf.ace ~aill, in .the latter .part ·of tnat 

··chapt~~. 'Elij,ah and Elisha -are ,po_rt,rayed. in,, t..ta, ~-~ · w.;q, t .hat; the 

other. P.'i"l)pbe:t;s in ling:S ·are _presetit,~: ·as T.ehicl~ · of Div~~ :mte,m. 

~heir. pe~on.a.l.i't:ieS. are UD:iin:port.al'l.t to tne rui~r-~t•ive ::m these sit,.uatiQJls; 

·rath~T; they are brotight in lifhere. they.- ~);'!e needed .in t~e t ·~e of ~e 

holy W!'l~ a_g~~t ,tb.fll, eneJl'.ly. 

·The s~·~bnd type,, of· !lt.o:r:r· r,~ ·:Dl tile Elijah-Elisha cycle• is the 

·•~4e.r -S;1:,or.yit) ·the· ·sh.Qr:t aneed:ote" .or le~end in wi.cn the prophet, pe~ 

toms a. ~rac,l.~ ei'.t}utr'· for an ~ :ivhl:ua.i ('r a lar'.e,e group. ,Here, the 

curtaip o.f c;hrtip.icle cmd hi$toey p~x-t,s,, and ~ s.ee $lijah Mid lllisba.• 

,:ip a Wl,Gl~ ya,ri.et,;r o.f ~itu,at;iGt:is 'tti~t ~woss· a:ll so~ial :a:nd. politiw., 

bo~d.a.ries. Mi.racles ~d li)a.gicai pr.actices •a.~ ·describe:d bJ. ·oon:sj,derable 

~t\tail. ~tnough Ell.Jab .ap.pea~· as a solitary. waITic,r af' God, ·an,d Elisha's 

activiti~s, ~re ca,;ri:ed out: iii the c.•PallT ot kings: and prin:ct:ts, both 

share unxeh in camnqn, in these t~es;, lfhieh has' p.r.ompted some axij,getes to 

c~im t.Qa.t• nt~st ot the tales are tti_~ worlt gt -on~ a\tt.hor.. 

While •tlhe Eli'jah and Elis·ha who are sp~(;ilic:aU, .menti.on~ in the 

Gospels a:re .~,mbdls of th'~ ultimate· .f'ul.{jJ Jmen~ ot· Isr~el 's h.tst.or.y:, arid 

a11e .s_llo-x,i Q.f ~r;aculous ,g•~'-', j,,he. Eiljab, anti Elis'~ that. ,p·erf'.trm mi.I'.acl.ea 

slµ"tace subl:imlnalli in the New Tes;t~nt t~. lt· a{!p~ars tha.t i ;~e- ttie 
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New- 'Jest<PJient authors inade use- of· l.'li. J"-'"'' _....,lo,- 1·· 1 - •· •th •. 
· · - • • ·· ."'4 . -~' ~ S.r:•~Q ,ic. ro· e- m . e 

1leuteronoriid'..c histoey- as an element !iff Qb,ricst,i~ ~~eriol;ogy, they: l"e'Ued, 

cons.eie~~l or :unc0:nss:io"QSl;y, ~ on E:i.tJ~' 8 ·~a,cle tal.ei, in their pre~en­

tation at J,e$u~'• mi.r.a,cuipl,ijl aetivit.ies. A detail~ stugy ot the miracJ;e 

stories in Khgs· is n,ecessary, theref6rei to, our unde~tanci_ing ~£ ~~­

~y.pologi~s and mot~s tgat -Urik t-ne miracle stories of El:ij~ ·to 

Je$us (detail_e¢ .:qot.es 0.n th.~ text af the. mira-ele · stories .am,ear in 

App~a:u ~). 

-Most _commentato~ a:re· in F1,gr~.eJll.~nt.. that en~e_r.,s 17 all.d. 18' o£· t lG:ngs 

!Ql'lil .& un:tf,i~ wtiqle,, , which se~· to \',e , cl , b.loc a! ~r~itiqn~ q,e;tling ·14.tb.. 

Elij$,' $ role in t~4:'I gre.at drougttt. -~ijah :Ls· g.ep.ict~ as t.be one at 

'Wh~se .. wnr.d the,, d?,'9ught c~e to ~ (17 :1) ,. a:_s , a belper of. the poQr1 ~ 

a. healer df the: s-iek,- as. a c!1am'l?ibn of t}re YHWH ci:alt, and., tma.l.ly, as a 

b'I".:µ:tgAJ.?' of the r~ lfhich. 1),enda the dro'Wit• We a.re exposed t,o d.if!ferent, 

i;,he.~l9gieal 'batt.leg_r.OUl'lds, and in eac.n the pewe.r .. or· God is shcnm to be 

tar· supe·v.tor to. t1be pcnre'r ·or the ba~. 'l?b~a, is· ·1me ef13',mtj.a:l. -ines·s~ 

o.r· t:Jie d.~ought sto17, whi.¢1! .:ts .-~~~rce:d by .sueµ_ de¢iarati9Ds c-£ belief 

as. •"now l lmow tnat you ~rt:} a. man af. GG<:t, and \hat <.-f;};i;e wo~ ~Jr t.~e Lqr.d' 

in yoUl" mouth .i's ttr:utltrt (1''/':24)., a:nd' "the Lord.. he; is God, the L0i,:i he· is 

•God" (:18::39):. 

Cha~er 1.9, tb.e, ~tpr.7 of E]Jjali1s jaurn:ey t0 Hni'ebA ,gives a. dtr.f.erent 

pe.:t"s_pe.cti.ve of S].ij•{Ul. Opp~~inierl2 ·'mairitains that. this chapter, comes . 

.fi'i'am a dif~fer,~nt 1s ourc~ tban th~t of cb~'pt.ers, 17 ~ ,l8, l!ihile · Gra,y-l'.3-' 

would unit.a tne chapt,r with 1.h$ prerlo'llt '$~-~t;,;ton", Chax-actel"i.$tie of· 

this chapter are aJ.tus,~~,ns to the wandei"in.g ot ts·r:a~ in ~h'e ~~mess 

ar Horeb,· wliicti coµ:ld. , J\l.S'bfi'7 a · connec:tiqn ~t;h. c_bapter. 1~ ,µ:id it~ 

imit.ati.i~n of .-• 24. The ph.ras~, i•anci Ahab t0id J~~ebei all th,at. Kl,ljah 
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haQ, done,· and. how b h ~..i , ... • 
· · · '' · • -~ .. ; a,,i, f\.&:,dlll all the p:roph~s with t.he swbrill.1.1 , . also 

PQints to a link betweeri tlt.e furo. en~pt~-~ .,_ ~though tbi,s eo.ulct· l;,e, ·.a gloss 

by· the compiler to tie tlJ;e ~WP st.orl.es tpg~th,r •. ''the ~eeti:011 i:n', wbich 

-~l.ijah i.a: charged ·;witji !llllOinting. Elisha ¢ou)A very vell be: ~ l,at~I" 

add.ition: b;r. EliJ:an"~·s S@po_l, ;in (:)rd.er ·to le-~t:(imfie the suec&s:si:on t:tl 

-Elisha.,, 

Opp:e.nheime-rl.4. and. G:rar,5 ~ .s•;i.eally agi'e.e that tha drought eycie 

and the story or Elijah 1s tiigl:lt. , to J;Ior~}) oro.~inat~ SJRQng. cJ.ose aamire-rs 

of tlte, propb.et,~ Gray- maintains th.:at Elijah s,tories' ~«ceicved distin:ct.iv:e 

f .ortn• be:for.e the disappea.r~c~ of the ltor\,hem K;ingd.Qm~ ·axi4 that: .Kil$,ba. 

had. a vital. part in their· tr,a.nsmission. fie ~ees th~ 111releY.ance of'.tll~ 

•m:ini:stryr of '.Elijim to the his.torical si:Quation.U· -as ev~nc~ ·of a ?Jear­

c.ont,em._p()ifary sourc.e who rested .. on, the aut:hori'tiy ot 'Elisha-. Thus• .for 

Gray;:,; 'the unit-y- of th~ d.l'o~ eye.le, to~f$her· with the- fli,gnt to Hot:eb'.J· 

could ·go bae.k to the. t •:ill!e or tlij-ah h;im§ell', ·al.th~h 'Elis-ha eolll.d :hav.e 

~tided. c~rtain. port.ions ~f -.mat ~re 11cn, eh;apt.e;r.s 1$ ~ 19 to enitance 

.the .cirramat.tc effee:t, ~d to est.a:t,l~~h ·a ~Ieai:- ,SJtcc~ssion ot proph,e~y.-~ 

It is a m,att:¢:r ft di~p-µt~ as, to whether tbe• t_radit;;i.,Qn~· ~o-., ·-1>odied. 

in· II Kings 1 and 2 ~ · 'lifri'tten dll+'dng EliJab.•tcs time Q.r ~ -_Elisn~ 1,s 

s·choo.i. Tb!! ,s.pec,ial oh&racie!' or the a,p.6the-osis. ot Elijah WQ\:tl4 have 

'b.een us•eful.. t .o the foilowe~. ,qf ~itiher ~r·ophet. Qppenheime~ f:>la~fes 

~apt.etr i ~Ol'.18 t .i.ie .sto.rl~s of Elijah,, while: ch~pter • 2, is an introduction 

to the El::l,s,ha s.ag~.t wti~ten ht a'•rstwient ot · Elisha:.. Bumeyl. 7· c::tt~s the 

~~ 1>£ tn-e na,me '°'~.and the •so-eill~ 0 inie~ior lit,era:ry: merit"· of '.the 

account , qt Elj.jah • s apotihe.os . .i.s, .anti conel'.Udes that chaptqr l com~s ·tram 

a much l'ater so~ce. th.art does ';r.K· 1-7-l.9.. ·Gnapt.er 2 woµld make a fittµ.g 

ending t,o. the ':Elijah s'.eries , . a~ v~ll •as • a •,t-000 .introduction t.o tb,~ Elis),ia 

' \ 
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$eries.. If, •~ Gr~·:riia.int.a:ins, J:)Q,th: .s;ets (J).1: stories· oriijina.ted. among, 

~he "sons of th~- proplrets·, 11 this· cou:ld aet:pUQt• loT the smooth t.ci:ta;ns;i.t.iml 

f?'Qffl, .th·e, :Elijah to the Elislla 9Y-cl,~. 

I:t, i _s . b'a.s.ieal)q- 'agreed th11t t .he ~is)lp; sa~ took sQape 'in wh~t.- is 

ret"~rred t.o as a g:rouj> er. '\:,he 11§ons pf· the- .prophet.a'. 11• Just --G ;t~es,e 

$Qi1.;s o:f tne pi-ophets we:re i,s•. qpeti to fuc.us~ion-. ~q ,s:ees them as a 

band of what h¢ call.~r "d:~mshes, ul~ Ptophets1 who eng~ged 'in ~ kmd;r 

of Pla,gi~~ ~r:a~tic,e,s lll,3,U had ~-close: eentact nth• the people; Qppenhell!ler, 

on th~ oth~r h~<i,:.lq ,~:a;r:s that th~- tJ'~"::).'l."I, "'l!i we:t"e an ~d~rgraim<i 

movement. :t1'a:t. organi~•E;d;, in B~tb kl and. J.er.i.oh.o a:s a.. t-e~~ti9?) to fo,re;i:~,: 

-pagan intru.sicm. into the cultic: J..ife of' :tsr?,el. I..wuJ.d tbink that 

In'~~~,;; ~u nas p~bab:cy meant. dif_ferent tbi]'.lgs at !iil'•ferent tim.e;I, •and 

that what we ~ deal:inij with heD8 may bi!. a .o~cept :ra.t,h.er :f,ban a J)clr­

ticular group. 'The faet that ·t-ne s.ons of the _pr,l)phets are never real.17 

given a lite af tneir dwn; and are referred. .to ih :groups .:or fifty 

('Wh.ile tnere· is an attempt elsewher.e ta. aa.<t t-o t.he,s~ rhetorical ·,n:.e.rsc-

4.50 pries·ts ,o.f' Ba.al, -fofty,;..two child~n.: d:,v◊ur~ by. be.ats~,Q tinge· 

the tales with Yer.isimilii.;~~) ~e~ ,th.~ };lard t.o ~~tit':r ·as an. ind'.i.viduµ 

group, 'rpati the tra'a.iticma, or. El.ijab ~d. Elisha ·would ~ preserved:_ 

.ani.ong their !ollowers· i.-s .,bigp.ly; I.:ik.e.lq, out we ~ still ve:q much in. 

the , da,rl,t as t .o what t'.hQse, f.()llowell'S were· like ~ 'W½1S:t i:;her did~ .It, 

could ·be t~~t "tr~":)..lh •u 'WS?'e the· inteP.eS:ts 'that J.~ behind Deut.er.onomy, 

the grcn;p wfiose .r~head~ ·~ijah and Eli:sha: were:. tr'N~':111' "'.n ·pc:>ssi'blt 

means,. quite l.,ite:raDy, ,!2!!§: of the P,.ro'Phet~,j in Qt,he;- word~,. 11di.s-eipl~'S -" 

Qf. the prophetsl• , · .~:il\lce t~e text indi.o~tes to ~ . ttie fat"her-.s;,<m relatiqn­

~hip :b.etw.een ?rqphet ~ disciple (s~·e ili1>:t-e :t.-e II.It .2._;9-, . A_ppE!ndix, A.}. 

It., ~ppea.:rs- tbat.,. .1tt,uJre~ the sans 0£- ·tn-e J>t:"Qphets 1lefe., m" th~ case 

' I 
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Qf ~lijab, deaj;ing. with ~aq.y ~st:;a;bllshed. traaiti~ ,. cortce+!);ing 

Elisha; they -we~ free t .o·. inn~vaite: api:t, over-~ anecdotes with new meani.pg~ •. 29 

Th.is would explaj:n the emt>ha:sis on t&&~a;c:ulous.:for--its ... own-sake that 

p,enile~tes 1:.h:.e Elisha: series.,,. :while in th~ Eli-J'~ tiles mir.a,cles, though 

ilnporffan~, .a-,;re· alway-s; subo:rdilla.te -to ·&e.~larations, of rellgi(ta:S loyal t;y. 

Th~ WQnder s:\;o-ri~$ in Which Elisli~ app~a.1'$ among tne. i, ons of ' ttte p.z:ophet:.s ~ 

accord~g to Grp,y, 21 we:r~f writ ten down. sc;m;iet,::l;:tne ~tter tn~ prophet I a cte.at.h 

ll'l '/90 , · ~e~ the popul;a-~ ·;illlage. ot him had reached legend,~ey- pr.opprt:ions • 

while t):1~ story, <'If N~.~ and: th'e blinding or the Ar.am~an al'.'DlY ~ame from 

a dift~nt. :so,w..eE4 What links tlll.e. Elisha ·tale.s tog~her is •t:he c~tr.ality 

-or the mira.culous;. pature :Qt. .the prop~ b~elf •. 

~e .freed:QDl; ot '.Eiisl¥i:•s t0.il.c;;wex-:a \to ov~tla:y; th~· l~~ends .. Q! their 

ma.st.e.r with ~taals1 of their own eont.-ri'bution,. hij,~ res:ul,teii in a. ~imil.arity 

·o-r motifs: ®,d ,pbra_sei, .bet~ th~ --wonde" s·tori~Q. ~bout Elij~ a,nd thpse 

about Elisha. NQ'b onlY, dp we £ind, both ·proph~.$' do.ing the same· ~s of 

~hi:ngs, but 0.ften t.h~ s~e-1.anguage i~ used in t-wo d~ffen,ni;- accota;it~ •. 

Mos·t , obvious is the similaf"it,y be'tw~en Elijah~.'s role in ~e dr.Gugh.t,. 

(DC 17) and -the· gro~P: o,:r .stories- .in IIK ~ .. . Each unit be~ins with the 

J>l'Op~et hel:ping a sta;I'Vl~ widow b1 m:w.t:kplfing oil, and ems wit.Ii a 

nw,,aculPllfii' cure of t4,e lf0lllal1 •:s. son· ( in the ·qa$e. q:t •ijah) ·or 'the $art 

ef ~~er ~ (in the case· 0.f Eli$mi.). lfot f!Jl~ ·a.te tb:.e s.imilarit±es 

hetwe~ .th4' two st0ries intr.igtti,rlg, b1,1t the. ~liteirenc.. a,re ~allng; 

~ 17 ~f.fer-,s a lig~tly-sk~'tohed, ''shq]i'bhan$! ~•· ac_collfit a! Elijah,•~· nsc;ue 

of· the' n~0.W ,and the rai:smg Qf he..r son., 'ldlll,.~ in ~ 4, El:isha •s 

•<iofugs a~ mo~ ,caretw.ly-· \il~s~,tibe~i: and the aggadic motifs are flesh.~ 

.. •· , d' t · u· -..e· .. :uthcU~" 0£ IlK 4 a;i.ss se.ems to have felt con-out W1.'t0 8 .a ~- J.'U ._._ ·' • 

strain~ ~ the f:onn 'bequ.,athed tQ him ·bf IK 17; it.. appears tbat be 
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has tak~ ·~.ever al .aneQd,o.tes about Elisha and. .an-,1~ngect \'h.eni in a .. f o:i,:m that 

ltOttld parallel an ·(!ar~~:r traditien abol;rt, ~ .ijah. Fo:r ~.-.pl~, he P8;g~s 

IIK ··4 with ~ account oi th~ Sa.Ying· of .a 1dd~, as we s~arl;y .find in 

IK 1:.7. B~t.~-. after t~e ~o:w bas been. saved., th~ •~u'.tfiol'.' ~reduce~ the 

-tale- .or· the Shu~ie ~, lfh:c,·, ut;tew almost, the S'aJ!l.e espressiOA of 

belief :( "b~hold,; now I peit'ced.v• that tb.is i.'s a h~J.;r JiW1. of· God. • • .n.) 

ab that is~ from t:t,.e lips Qt th'8 Widow in IK 1'7. Tbi~ Sh~e; ­

a!ter fav.ormg tlhe prophet,, :is ~~ect· a son (w,i:th allusions to ~es:is­

see notes in A~peri<i,ix, A:); h.;i,s son. ~es and is. res~reet.ed by Elis~, 

wi. th cons'i4era:ble ag~ie i'l:ouri~h. 'lccQJ'd.~, it seeQ< t:lla"t the· author 

is f'lllin-g in ~etalls that were, le~ out or nt 17 mor~ than he ~ a·~­

cr.ibing what · E:lis:ha. acl.ualJW did. It ±s· :interesbing :t.nat> while. t.ne 

widow in lK 1'7:' ends. t,.hat .. par.ticfular cbllpter with a .de.clM'a:tioo ~f belie.f 

in Elijah and .an ·:c~d, the Shtinw.te, :waiJan m:e.rely: t~s her ~on and 

leaves aft.er he has been ~. i'his patte~ ~ f'allt:>Weci i;h,rpugh91¢.: 

in the. Elijah ct~le, J!ir,.a~).es' .a'!'.«' ~expected and a~ ~ed m the stol"T 

to ind11~ belie!, while, mi-r~.~les are ~ected ot &lis'ha as- a matter or 
co\lrse-. Ot.be,r pa,t<illeis oe:lcur· in the t.ext;--e.g., both Eli4ah and 

Elisha are pUr.(>U.ed ~Y . an angey- ld.Qg. and. retaliate b;r inag-i.«allr o'terconii:ng 

his f-orces. A number Q!' phrases and sente.nces ocm in b~th s.st's 0.r 

t. ..:.· '• ~ S. ,G:1.-l:e&·e . . 

several, th~Qr.i.es attempt tQ explain tlte •dm.il~it-ies aJ1d dii"fe.r~nces 

~ween tbf3 two svaga cyc:les:. 0P,petltl~~r2) cites· EissJ~dt,. wpo claims 

tliat the$.'EI a,:te, two dfi'f'erent arr~t'5 of 'Stories• whi~ came !rm the 

experient~s ot· two 4lf!'ere.nt. authws who lf8J'lt~ to. bang •mir.aclo s~or.ies 

· · ... ~ -onali:~-tes. "'ppe""l:-eimer himseM oellen that .. we h'iln here. •On gre&\. pe .... 'i" · · .~. • v . ~ - . . . 

... t ago:-"''"'" be""'g .written about. two men at t.he aaJBe t _ime. ®e .genr!!t ... , .. Q.'clUcU'' · .... , , -· . - . 
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·Th:e char:ismatic ·:nnt.rer,s, o"' t,h0 pro:nh· et h. 
t""'." ' ' · · •"' ... • ~ - . , e -sa;y-s, Jifet'&· f-ertUe ground 

£:or the .f'ormatiQ_~ ef ,s)'.l.ol;'t, . ~ P,Ular stor ies; the' ~91i1Pil~r ,t(l;ok r .r.Qlll 

the. gen:e~al nool and · added sev:ec!! ... , · · 1 .. ·. · . r . . . . . . .. : . ·G;.I. gene!'~ ,sen .. ences ~ucn as --rr•'t 

~~,~:\ n--,~ "'m !'...,tli:' • Grq24 on the other han4, s~~s two in4epend• 

t:raditions here.. The tli.jah i;iradif;i<m$. eblor.ed. tho.se ,or- Elisha ~ch· .. , .. .. 

are dotted with A-raJiiaislllS whicJ1 co.tµd .indicate a -source· ~ser .:to 

,politic.al. p<>wer 'than ·,t he- a:l.¢.:hor of ~he Elijah, cyele. T})1:15_. the. Elisha 

aiithor uses. 'the Elljan ·t.~ition;s a:s a ?01,mdatioJJ t..o 'b"1il4, ~:t;orie~r with 

,a l.Arger pol'itlca.l, coni~. ! would ttiink that t.hi~ ~g~•r .CGBtm in 

the Elisha stories may have sewed the needs of' a pro~etic· group head:ec:t. 

'bf EJ...isha and :wnieh regardeti ?- cert~in collecit:ion of Ja.ij~ .stQries as 

11s ·criP,ture. tt Te cast it~ lea¢ier El:is~a 'in. the tradi:ti~ 0t Elij:ah was 

to l{fve the gr.o'll.P t~e ,aµthorit.y it. needed to conduct.. its af't'~iri; i%J that 

"lar.g_er politiQal c:oriteJld.. it 'Thus·, I wtihld inte::r that th.e auther or the 

ElisJ1a cycl:e took 01'I developed legends abo~t Eli~ha ~d artanied. th.em 

to fit the foPDt of' the Eltjta1 ·cycle:; tb:At •t.li~ ~llttl~ .£'iitt •co11$t:l".~iried 

to ~elude both a widow and t ,h-e Shv.nw'he w.oman in, ll:X 4 (a-.e. ;,t.,h~ '.S.t.pq 

wula en:d :wit h the. proper ,m.&t;#') :tn~:tcat~·s to: me that he -cd~ pot feel 

at liberty to alt.er iih'.e parti culars ot the El.ish~ ·t~aditions,. s;ucfi, as 

names and _pla:ce:si. He •¢otlld. an,l.Y,: embell;is.ti them, and. ar tang~ them· in 

an Elijah- like way. ~ was· enough', however, wh~ coitpl~ Yitll tl'J¢ tale. 

of· 1:ih~ transfer of' pow~r r~ Elijah, to Elisha, t ,o l'egitimizJ' Elaha. 

cempl~tf;llJ' and 'estab:Ush · ni:m as dire.ct heir tio, the "sptr.i;t . ·•tj. power .df 

Eliij®•·~ 

Th - . ,:,':J : j-l. ~ ... d "Ii'~ isha. represent tbe ~st case (c'a. 760) in which US, .l!l!i:sl, cf.l:l GH . ~ · .. 

th Ji.. u· . · ~ · p·,,..;,,phe,&. Ells. ha.- confen.ed l:egit~~y on th~ir ii.aster · .e .i ·O •. owers: o"'· a ,.~ . u., · , .. .. . 
1:.. · f. .1 .•J;,s p-·--,- 1.el. what was then, RS·criptural.11

, ,(the Elij:ah uy· ha,ving Ii S exp 01.,i, an:1 • .1...... · · 



' · .. 

' I 

tales) ·and 1?1' ·hav:ing ti}.~ ultblat.e spiritual auttionty, of th~ t~s 

(Elijah) .Pe.:ts_~l]q desi,:grl~t!' that pi!Qp~et. ~ his l _~g-itima~e:, l)eu. 

E!iJan, in tum, is very ~t~ly linked t:0 the o-ld~ ~phict.y~c 

ZI.. 

de.s·e:rt. trattiti9ns of· Mos~l},,, bQtb tnr0~ text.ual ,&imila:r.ities and 

paral:lels .. er mot.if (a~e:, Appen~. :B.l. 8y- buildin~, on t.he. ltl:.i.Jah c·y:cl::~,;i 

the Elisha sehool. grounds its~l..t in the anct~t. desert. trMitiQns abojit 

Moses.. Itt ada.iti~~,. the Elisha •tales . ~~~ to e~pa:r..e, tpe ·pl'.'Ophet with 

Joshua, tne diseipl'e charg,4 ltj:tb ~pl:ementing his ~ster•'-s pro,phec:ies 

Cs:ee not.es to IIK 2:~u,,. A!)pendh A). The en:ti:D,e ~cle of st~ries 

deri-tes its legi'tmaey, thro~t association .with the 'Peritateuchal themes 

round h thi:i Elijah narratives,. The. c.om~iler o'f tlie .E:tiSah/Elisna 

cy:¢:les, then:., 'Illaf b~Y.~ 8$$embled the, tales of FJ.:ajah a:nd Elish,a t.9 

rep_tEH:f~nt th~ cio,i:u_g,s of a 'a,$.¢opd ~~~, ·ai'!(i ;To~h-ua. 
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Chapter 'l'hree 

'The M1ra:cle, St~rles 

In ·• . ""·' ;a,., • .a:o:yes . .,.;i.giac,;;•~ tb:e· qc,◊lifflfice of Elianic moti!s m t}'Ie Gospel. 

J!ll.:r~cle ·,tales., qur :{.irst ~te_p ·sh6.tild· be t .e identity the •e.r.i'tical taol.s 

most- .nfilpful ta ~~ ~ our ana..ly}l'i$'. A.t ·r:irst. glance, a sound methodol8.d 

VouJ.d seem to Jlec.ee'~~tate t,h;& foN-ol.'.iti~al .~tud,'r ot tP.~. •m.rae;J.e stonr 

a{:3 it appe:a:rs iJll th.e (k>s~lsa and tlle ci;iiipai"~Qn oi, tilli.S !orin. with 'that 

·ch~r,aete~istie. in ~gs,. ,'.E'.µ.jaj\ .and'. Eli~~ are· the only SeripbUf'al 

.t3;gures surrounded :by a e.iuster of mir~cle ta:les th;a.,~:, ~ a ~cro-
fo:rm, :would. res:emb.le the New 're;;ita.me11~ Jlliraeles,. Moses was· re•garded as 

tine m3:~aenlo~ erophet .pa-r aiceil.I.ence f . and hie deat'h was irlte:rpreted 

by, maJlY.' ~ a ~,:pe· of .apotheosis. However., iit i~ Elijah a.ml Eli~h~ Y,ito, 

thr.augh t~eir t ·eil¢ual and s,~b'Qli.c: epnn~-t:t.!on with l{os:aic. at,il'l d~.e~ 

.motJf's '(.~ee •appendices A and S}, r~il,di,.red the 11ijose,,11· fi:gui-e- in.ta a.· 

f'or,Jt •,that ~as malleable, n;ot1 !N.zen ~ t~di.tional 1:W~g'9.. 'Dhey ceuld;, 

t.h,rougli J.ewish ·typ.o;kQgr., na.ve suggested to tl'te J_ewish mind that Meses· 

••.reapp~ars.~ .in hist:.•ory:. Th.eir Jlrl:rac;les ·are given l.i'terar[ fie.sh, and 

brouglrt.. :iiito, the· .d~ life or the J>e~P,le.j as were th.es mirac,le'~ of .Jesws 

himself. Thus, Ei:ijall ·and Elisha ar-e logi.cal mcxle:ls i'~~ 'a.DY' m:irae.1~­

wor'ki;g.g Jewish, ·t'~ism~:t,ic 'f.j;~e that appeat~· ~ ~at .~ tem, t.tte· 

ea:.~Jjr. · ~tt or tbij ooounon Eta~ 

As we shall se·~,, ,howeve~, the. f'oi1jl--e:rd,t;.c.a.i study of Elijah- like 

·mir~cle p.ericl)pes must be .suppl~ep.t~. by ap: e:qm~t.iop, a! how and w~ 

scriptural ilna~J.7 .is• use.d in th~ Ne.w· Testament in general., and t.he 

. d ·t· . . ~·~·c--1 ·• .t' .: • .;hr of .h<:JW WJab. -and Elisha figure in 'f,h.j.it :re ac 1on-cr.1,, .... ~ · .. ..-.,, . . . . _ 

I 
!: 
f 

l 
r 
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arranJtement of the ·N~w Testament.. the-. t.orme:r topic will ~ dea.l.t with. 

in. th:t.s chapter, the i.atter ~tudy; will fotm the b,~'is o.f tbis t:'}l',sis, an;g 

will 'be expl~c~ted in Ch~,~.r 'Four,. 

·B. Mira:gle in th$· Ancient World. 

Fin.ft) l-et us tum to mi:ra:c:ie i:tself as a. phenomenon in the, Bil>le,. 

Scripture,. w:i:1;,h i'ew ~e.epti9ns,, giyes ~ a s.;u_igu],~,r· pictur.~ o~ the 

:importance or m:ti?acle. A~col'd~ to J ·. P •. ijq~s., 2' lli,r.a.cle tc;s th~ ,'an-

.cien.t.. ,Heb:r.e~. was, milch d:tft:ex~t in concept than it. is to us.~ ·'l'h~ ~c,i~ll:ts 

0£ the Tan:akh. saw, nature as "15e~ cQill:plete~ sustain~ ·by God1_s: wil]:. 

:·:God''s will was usually- c.onstaht; ~.n~, n~tural phenanepa appeared mor.e 

o\r :lit$$ eonst:arit'l.y'. N·ew. eir.cumstances-,. :hovtt3W!r, could demand new a.et'ion 

fr.an 00.d. Mignty. works.:, aigns, a-nd :wonders we-re: .:t~r t.hi ancients. par.t. 

of- t..he natural oro.e-r <jf ·thing$, a11d. all •ndraeJ.es we-re· ·My.in~ acts·.. 1,. 

miracle worker ap~ed t~ "perf~1'D'' a m::ir'a~, o~ a, ~ r.eP.~sent-a.tive 

or God, tht,. r.e.al po~r beh~d ,the mi:rael,e. &lss·• ::sta,tement :is supported 

~ · I K:~s: l't ::l 11Ai!J -'tp.e Lord_, ~.he .God o£ I$rael, li~; ))~fore whpm l 

st.and., th:ere•;'ehali n..,Qt· be dew, nor ra,in ~~es~ yea:m., but a-ccoro1ng: to rq 

wotd•. t1 Here· Eiij~, ,,ho h~ just ap.:peared. :iin the narrative, de.clares 

that, Go/J,ts· wopd is .s,yu9W'_m~'Y,S, w:t:th lits own, 'that the- ·11:word or tbe Lp:rd 

±n. thy uioutJl is t.ruth'' (17,;24) • 

1n th.e f.43].lepistic world, on the c;.f;l\e~ hal.ld·., :the COQCE!pt of what 

:~e a m:d,racl " ·mira.ctilous ·was. cl~$~~ to our OM};. A miracl:e- Wcl,'S an 

e.:vent w .icJ1 transcended Qr' ~~t -~side- the ~ture.1 :order of thuigs J I the 

ko$Jllos.3· A, mr,acle worker ~a ·a mediator of ·cosmic .forces., one lfhos& 

·pers:ortai powe:r. (eithe-ir- as a n]llll8l1 or ~ - a . h'tm!an endc:rite.d with .divin~ 

.'I)'~r) was ,sufficient to alter tnis ¢osmic ,ol'd~r.4 S:p.il'itual c1-"e.4i'.Pil.it-7 
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oft-en depend~ on the ..,.; "'ac'l · s ~'h'"'t . . .. 
· • ·• · ""'+ .......... e · i, .a.· a particular :wond~r-wr.k;e:r hct.'d 

.pe!'f':•ormed.., Coi•i.S'ideri:n~ .. the prgUf~rati0n ,o,f · ciil.t.s· and. secrect soc.i~ties 
+ • ' • - ~ ~ " 

m the Hellenistic'' wo ... "'d .:; • . "S n '•" '•d ' t 'h t ,•' h • 
· · · ... · · .. .i., , """ '°' · o won el' · ·a we,. ave evidence· or 

many' eoll~c·t-ions pf. ilu:racl~ '$tori~s eon.e.erning. the. a.~tin.ties of gods .• 

In, a.dd.:lti.~~,. it ·Se.ems that. tb'er-g -were .alln<>-st · .1s ~ -ta1es about. thfil 

wonders p.er.t'.or-med ,by- .Jiiel!l: 

th.es~ Ill.~ ®ttonq>lisned such (Plir,aeulo~,) ·act's by ~ v.ari~ty ·or means. 
~ ~7ewi.t_n~~s t.ells oi'.' seeing a ·man· cured of a viper bite l;jy a 
Babylon~ wh0 dnu,. out :the, ·poison with ·~a spell and c;.:ur~: th~ 
~e~1 m('}Iidant, leg ~yi touching it with ~ :txagment ot· ;a , ,,irg.tn.'s 

·,to~sf,sm~.. ~pplJ.on'.i\1$ of· fyana.. cu.req a bQ'y b.itten by, a , !Dat:l' dog .by 
f or.cil:ig ·t~$3 dqs t :o li~'lt ,the, wound at\d th~ C'U'ed the d'O.,g as well 
"af:t~r ◊.f.fer,.irrg a p~ay~r tQ t~e riv.er" (on the Qtner s'±d:e l:!!' wtuch :·. 
t,h~ ,d'og sto~Y,. Ke a:iito ,e'1te.d a wanan, who· had unde:rgone labor 
seven t~e.s ,. :by h~ydr.!:g .her :husband- walk a.r~und ner b.ed. holding, a 
live ~re, ':whi,¢n. :wa~· th¢n. to .be tel~as~,. •An .Egyptian btoought a 
c.or~~ t.~po:i:a.rUy ba~k to lit$ l?y •pia~:ing h.efbs on its· mouth arui 
b:reast :~d praying to t,he s~~ • • • Atlo.llonius e.0lllp-elI:ed a de­
mon, t.(? l~ave .a .:,.oung · ~ ·1;7,r ·o~eJ".in8 it. t~ d:ct, ;ae.,l .U,ld th.e, damqn 
k:no~ed ov~r a statue o:o the ~ o~ td PJ!'OVe it b~ .gon.e., In -one. 
s,to-q the tel,ler· saw -the dempn ~~~tl.T.!g., '11bl:a.c:ilg .an4 smoky in col9n,, " 
atter. nar.ratink h<>'k ·a "Syrian from fa:lestin-e:•t o~ded it to ~om.~• out~-5 · ·· · · 

As .A.cht~eier l\a;s 11etedJ few e.f ~se accounts gffe.v.e w :mdi~at:ton of 

wbf#l o.r- ~1' the. Jlf;i;.ra:cles o.coux·.. Tlie -a:!..f'l:ict.ed. person is only cur:,orily 

d'e.scrfb¢<1, a1,1d t~e, :t-inal. declaration .or faith •imieh 0tt-en characterizes 

g9.sPEJl mliracle tiles (and some of the. Elija.h/Eli.sha: s~~ as well) is 

genetrall:,- not pr.esent116 ·o.e~pite Q.'ar :kn~lqe, abc;ut ~ ~etent. •~.1 

eollect:iOJ1S· of Jniracle :StQr:i.•·, d:ispro~~io~ few of the.~e are. 

extant,; 7 ,Mprj-,on Smi't'l1 i'~-~ls ~hat thtp .:1:s because th.e.Se stori~s orig:i:J'lated 

iii tne ,l.ower :class~, ,ot ::-.~ciet,: wtd:.$ did not pr.eserve tibeir t.radi:tions 

~ a, 1a.s~:i.ng .tonne 4 Jh spit• ot this., 'Smit.h t.inds ~at ftoly men m the 

~ • e t ..--.... ,d. did JDEinif&st t,hjml$el:ves in s·ev'ere.1 dif:f ijr.fiht:· ways ih . .µlC~ R . ..,.,..,.;.. · · · · · ,. ' 

miracl~ lite:v.at'iite·; 

, whose status, was ga~ed 'librc>ugh citjc achin:~t a, As. heroes, 
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or -t:hr.ougn othei:- . val,e:rOlls deeds; 

b} as· a.~- d - .,..1. i... 

hist· · . :i 1.:-,;.s _wuo q~ ~e:fien.- ces ~like t~ose •of }llen (~veral 
- Qr:r:§la .1..4:,ures were set up as de:1.ties ·:i:n disguise).;, 

c ). as m:n:1,. hieal demia.ods ~c'"'4'·l;I ~ o· ,,,.. -" 1.s.ed· • b....a.• · · e.d . . ,:<" ·" · o _ , . 1-t.1. • .,,u-• ii iu.u. · ·marriages· ,:,.i:;w.een g . s . and iiumans; · · · · -· 

d.) a$ historiccµ men wij.o p.re'te?ild~ t:o ·:be .gQdei ; 

e) a& public benef~cbors who b:ave b'et?~ a)fax,i~ cul.tic ,stat-us.; 

f) a$ Philosophical Ah~roesu, those lfbc.,se. ac}:Xi«remep.ta d.e:Uiec[ 
thQll;. 

?) ~s . .f'±gu.res central. ·to tihe IJllStiij~ and ~~eey e,ults 'tlf}li'ch 
PtODUs,® e:t.emal life •. ' ·· · ' 

.Srni'tib goes on to :em_phaaiie that "nothing: in this ~cmple.x ·1;1as .c&table •. 1.t 

He :cit:~. the ca,s(:J of A\sc:l~pius, a figure wt.la, inher.it.a• £:r-001 popul.ar 

f~lklora a 11prodigiow, .4Etat.h~ and i;$ PT~Tide.~ by ,Jp~~-with a •birlb 

a.tory.. '.As d4t~e:rent- philo=lo.Phie~~l..ig~~us ,~Ji•d• 4~elo_p, ,s·o, g.pe~ 

tJie image er Asc::lepi:qs : 

When Ep151<1.,urµs eam~ ;qnde:;r the pro~eet19n_ o! Delphi he £'Ascle_p.i,wJ 
taugh.t Delpn,_ic morality-; 'Wh~n adilii't tej! t.9 /tthens he • was associated 
'lfith. the Eleusin:lan- ~steri_ei and 'became afi initiate. When the Stoic 
eg~tipn ,or· t:t,re g<?.<is ldth the eleme.n.ts be.came :fuh'ionab).e he was · . 
eq\l.at:.a:i 'With t,b.e; a;i'r. wtien neo~Platonism prevailed, he beoame, the 
-soul a£ the ut)i-v-e~·~,, :that wnicn maintains tbe natural. o:rdet-, the 
equi:val:ent,,. in tnh res,pect., or th~ J.o.g~s. Anti @~ spla.r, thei'logr 
,w,as i.t:J. -~ty.le, _qe. was: itie'ntiti~ ·nth t;h~ ~µti. o.r- ,w:;i.tb i.~ o~t!l,~ 
powev.l! 

It is, el~ tbat, whatever tb:e an~ient ··q-oµc·ept of. d,iTIJ!li.t.y Wa.JS, th, 

divine was ·eC11sidered to be, th~· ter-ri.tery- (j)t men.. Ve.ey ott~l;l, vorlalrs 
' ~ ••• - -

o! Jltira.~l~s calll« t,o ~ knO)tl:). ·as theioi andi-es, 11d$.vine mem. If ~9fl~­

,mose ·act,iQri!3• f8'll uitd.~r ·;t.he . .rubt.ics described ~bove _e911J.d. q~ for, 

divi:J:l,it-:r, out, the perto~ce· of ~acl~s· was the sine qua non: £'01t. 

ded.ficat~iqn.11 

:I-t wuld seem J.Qgi:eal, giv~ the abo~~ -to set Jesus li1l th~e -trad'd,:t±onaJ. 

;role tit· the ".flell~;i.st±c wonde~wrke.r. ,i. As . Achtemei_er has· asserted,, 
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Jesµs w~s probably mtderstood by· most of h.is cont..•wria:ties. as .a wonder­

workmg hea:le~.
12 

However; a.s b~ 'P<>iht~ @U~:, th'ere <.\re t.ew m-ae.es. o'f .. 

magical pract;t.ce$. in Jesus' activ.,i~y, arid "bhe in7:racl1'f$ · theoselv~s., M 

found in the ~~pels, are sumservi~t t.o 0th.ex- ·nits. In add.itd,.on,. t9 

<ie.clare tb.a.:t, Jea-qs Wi$ the erilbod~eni of, the·.H~ileriisti.ic divi:ne ~ is 

\o ignore ·tn.e Jewish · t.i'aaitional ~.bl~t~ .p~s.-~t. in. the- Gospels.; 

!'ran wh~t we know <>f thes~ :element~, ¥ · rel.t~c'!;e.ii .in. ra~l:>UJiC miracle' 

\ale~, mfracl.es we.~ d~on$trat:i<:>ns ,ot the power of p.ra:yer to Gea.13• 

Rinall,;.;~ ~~ tin~ ~;;~er.t, that ,J·e.sus.• :followers. ESal!f him: as .a tivd:n~ man
6 

~r t_ha.t his c~pilers. id.if!, o.r was-. this part of the redactor•s p~int of 

view?. ~Y o.~· the.se- as~ert.it:m~ wq:uld necess·:itate,;: the demonstrat.iQn that, 

the foz,n: of the gQSpeis ,patall~l) ·or duplica.te,S, the. £or.ms o? pagan, - -·. 

mirac:le e·o),J.~~t'.i9ps,. ~ demori,str;:i..ti®· wtu.eb b the ·$\lbject. of' much 

sclio1:a~iy c~tro~rsy. 

c. Probl@S IJ;lh~:r.r-ent in Fo.m--Oriti:ea:a: 
· ot- ~,eier,it MiracJ,e ~olleet.io~ 

When •we·. cop:sider the 8,X\:,rellle . f1Ul4itz of •llie¢ l,!!irac1e t.rcacliti<;>t:is 

an,t mot:1:f.s· d.em.o,istrat.ed, abov~, i,ntell~~t :fo:rm-.d.ritieism,· becomes· hope-, 

lessly DP.red. Invest.4.ga~ion int(, the types, of eollectiort:s. c;f mir~cle tal.es 

,has if}d to ~it,tle s"C°hola~Iy ~eement. ·0n17 ·:recen.tly has 0& ow be.en 

appl::.tes tQ t}tls type of lil.el'atur.e-a;ret,µogy-aud ,jus~ what. opnst.:i.tut~~ 

a.retalc;,gr reflects bat.h the £J.:uidit)l' or t.he an9ient sourees· ~d •~riati~ns 

• "' ,;,;r sch"', ~~1 .... epi;ni;on11 The tum i\sel:f, acQord,iqg to Marton JJl. C,Oll.uf;llllRO~?-:~ .. ;,, · · *;/,;d, ~ · ·· · ·. ·· • · , . 

Smith ~ based on <l set>i~s Q~ ,guesses ~ bo ~at the wm ar.etaJ.om 
. . , . . 

. . . . al . ,;•nt aources l4 w.itn tae ~sult that. this pel!Son ~ana ll'l sevel'! , anc,.._.. .. ., 
, .. · ' ..:, ·t-, .,JS ·J:hr · -.h · ·1• es . .~•· ed , a ·"tell~r o:f m:i.r,a:QJ..e , ~es. ,.,., an"'!\i er ser. . came tQ be de:J:m · as • . · 

. ~ ·, ch .. l!i,....J:J.ip is in general ·~•ttnt t.h~ amaiogia o.f g11~ss~~, .m~ern, $ "" _,,.. · 
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we:~ mir~cJ.~ .:stories· · d .1.. • . 1.. an "!la" tl',eir llSe ·was fQr. praise, 9r and .p,rE>P.aganda• 

f'o~ the d.oe::r of •tlre. indracl'.escJ.16 

.Acc•orcfing t .o Had•as .and ~t:~rl?' the genre. of a.r~..io.gy ~9se ,o]!t, 

of a ·"n~t:iu-aJ. 'de'sire·, sh~~ ~y, pe9pies of varit:nus Ievela of so_phisti,. 

cat"iQ~,. to. -kn,t>y ,the personalities responsible tor s-1...-.;_l!'a/• ' ·• :··" t -al · · - . ..~ ,...,a,n1,, Cu.&. ;ur., 

mnov-atiJma. 11 PlatQ'.~~ .~e of S'ocrates,, .~ebiµs·• .Lite o'f OatUJtantme 

the Gr_eat., anQ. th~ GQ$p~i a~:'CQrding t .o Luke. ,are thus apetaJ.qgi~-~ 'nt,, 

.. <;lassie; moAein fc,r tbe .ar~talogical t'ale. was -~he Platonic ,So'crates·: 

11Tea_ch~rs and refermer,s. whose persona,l:i;ti.es and pr,ogr.alils were q_u1te 

un..SQ~rat.ic a.re repres.~t..e.d as · (j9in;g an4- .s~te.i-Xng ac.c:ori:izlg to the. 

~ttern, Plato ·aket~hed. 0,uf,. for Socratv.. In tltlJ. s·en~e th.e Pl~t,orii:c 

S.;,crates i:s \he. ~ro:urce tor dl.. ,u~eqqeni; a.r.ef.µo.gi&s, . pa~ an.d Chriat4n.1S; 

H. c. Kee.; on the other nand'; po.slts a di!t'ere~t ·schema for the 

de'tel6'piDen<t ot a,re~aloQ"•· Down to the f:irst. centtj B.O.E •. , 'he ~lains,. 

th~ "divine, man,. of whom t he aretuogies ·sl)oke was .considered to be ,one 

of sup,eriol"· wisdODt; e~ec.:ia:lly ·raTC>red · bf the gQds ·or in cailnmii~ with 

t.h-. sirach 44,:lf'f' ('1le.t, us now pr.aisf .fantous ·Jien") w.uld be a · gooii 

examp~e of this conception. lt. was: :l\lO.~- until tht il.Eicqn_(i .and third. 

cent~ies ,et -~he G.OlmllOn. ~a. th~t • th~ Ydiyine ~•• cqn~~pt; Wei.~ fus,~ ~~\:i 

~he ~ra.C1le-worker c:-on:~~pt:; .tbus , , he sa,si although the~ ,ar.e certain 

similariti es bet'1re.f!i'l J~s\1$ 1 miracle st.odes and the miracle stories. ·of 

t-he Hellenistic· W.Orl~, the ·••~v.er.all framework ,of. the New Testament and 

-i•,·ts · ·t· _, · ~ .. s ....... ,.ltistineti · ;,19 .. are-· cu.og...... . ...., ... u . . , • 

~•,; 1 ·,.; __ ,;i h....::-•-'e·r·· .ro_r. the. -<""c. l. usi. on rsi Luke. as: A e:ase. co.uld. st~ i:ie -e.;; . .,,...,,v ,; ~ ~• .. . . 

a classic &Tetialogy, a'S ·descr.ibed ijy }{ad:as, ~ ~tti., ht that .it 4.J~cripea' 

the bi1:rt.h of the ••idi:v:me ,man!', h:i,s suf fer.ing§J, st.ruggles, o.pponents; 

ft .... ¢1·· .... .,,,0 ·.~·-heosis. To ~e t,b:is c.ase., ape wouid ·need ,to . ascertam -martp:d.dm, ...... ...r- ·" 
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exactly.· what the form ~_r an ar:eta1.osy. ·¥, an9-., , as $mith- hruns.el.1' ·admits, 

the £om in. which diVin!!i~ 1e,end~ appear is '"~~Qusl'';• 

Of s~~ -l ~tera:1 f?mis t.11~ .de1':triit,i¢n· is prec;i.se and cJxnpletel7 
~~- . the lime_r-1.ck, ~he :double ballade, a:nd so on. Such tonns 
·micy' be used: for a,iy ~onten~-Qn.e· could write a do')bie b .J J.aa·e on 
the synq_pt:~e. P:°b1,_em. But othe-r litera:cy .t.orms liave no p:,;eeise 
:f'Qrmal de!1.n:ttions . and, a.r.¢ the:x-efore deter.nuned. l~geJT 01 content; 
so-;- ro:r: ~?'le, th·e, nov~l,~ .n:ov'.el. i:s a coilipos.iti.dn nonnaJJ,y m, 
prose and. x~tn;er lb~ ·t wti~t-evet that m~ans) wlii!ffi mtiS;t . tell a story 
ab-out. peopl.e = no ext.enged ;lil,l'O~e t~at,m~nt .. or the. synqptic pri>.bleni . 
,tou,lg be· a -navel.- 'The. a_retalqgy beiot.ig$- tQ thj;s . latter-type .. ot­
lite'rar,r form. It h,a,s no preoi§e fQ®-l definit;i.Q.~ but u 4et~ndnffli 
by its c.ont.ent; it must h,ave a :hero ·w~ it .cele);)tat~l:1,- ·by t ep(frting 
one .or 111ore of Jds marvellous deeds.20 · 

-Thus,,. orte could. clas~±rt Ll,lke and just about ~'fl -a.dulait,o~ l.Ji?ga.:pey.,. 

ancient <>i- . modern:; -as an, al'e'tta+<>W W t.b.e, ~bo:ie 4-e.t;inition, s_ince tbe, 

defin1-t.ion is based on eont.ent. alone. ·smi-~n' s, appl;i,cati'On ot his 

definit:i:on is mcorlsis:ten:t W'itb. •'1ih.at he., la:t~r . claiJJJs *en he sap that, 

"here) 1£:o'r!n\ is evid'ent1,¥ oe,.ins u:,ed ;Ut the· Plat~nic se.n~ or 'es~erit.iai .: 

-st.ruet;-ure. i n21 ft w,e ·t.,al,(e th.e ;fonirer- de!l,n:it.i:ql, aJ.9ne..,: the' EI:Ljah/Elish:a,. 

,ag~ a.;~ :a):'~ta.l9gies., f~r ~h~Y: ceiebr~te· the ~ellous deeds of ,a ,he-ro.. 

i;f, h9weve.r, •i!J'.l "e~se_nt-lal ·,s~ructur-, !I n inherent., . aild ·t .bat struct~ 

is ·ip.od~ll~ on the 1.la.toni~ Socrate~, ,then the Elj,jah/Elisna. tales· must. 

~ isola~~- fr(lill the mainst:ream er am·al-ogieal ·tradition., Sm.th ·assellts 

11 (l) many- accoµnts of ·ancient 'divin'.e me.n' ar~ variants. of a re¢()gnizable 

a:t'~talogicaJ. . .form:; arid ( a) the Ges_.Pels are, mQ)"e' similar to .tb~s~ · @.C,1:ount.s 

~l::tan t 9 any otber. i~c:iertt nan..Chrl.$tiall ~rks ,t;_p:4t •,ft knoll of~ i•22 
. mjan 

~ -ElifJ,ha,~ be~ause th:ey- -laek bi-~b stJ:>,rie@ arJd other neeess;:t.ry elements 

er a cla,s-sie ar~ale~, are t .l\e-~~ore net p;res~tea ~7 :K~e · in 

ar:etaiogic;al. t~rin. 
K~2:3 11~~es n'tth th~ _above in that he c'ass·e•rts t.hat 1an a~etalogr 

;i ..... ....a.--~-, ;:""-r··a...vi "'o,_, '""<i. that, the tem appli~s· only to a -&.S nuli' Si ~ .1.,;1.tiO ', ~ q ·1 J, .. .-,. ,... • . · ' . 
. ,...._ 
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gehetal catego-- ·of ,,. l b • • · · • · · . · · . . • ., · .e e. r~"ions ot DJJ,ght~ a.cts. The :acholarrl;r de't):a.t~ 

on the na't ure qr ar.~al'.O'"" is st",, .... .a.,..,. . ·lo,. • "''li. . . 
e,,u, 1.L.1..1., ge~ag .ou.,. ""e. rang~ ·<?t e.p:i:rrl,~~ 

onl7 m~ens,:i,!~s o.u.:r ,dit'ticul.t:ie~. in. us:in~ that ·model m comparitson (!)t 

Elijah/EU.~~ iJ) ~g~ ,an'd, the mir~cl~ Sti.°'ries. C>! the. Gospels-~ 

O'll.'.t <Utt':ilculties ate. further inc:r.~ed ·.wtt~. w -attempt: t,o stud',- the, 

Sitz jJn Leben •of bath the .PNphet.ic;¥ tale, in. Jtin,gs ~d ,thfi• mira~le 

pericQpes 'in the Go·sp~ls. A. Ro£~ who l;ias att.~p:t.~ a c~si!.icatien 

of the m:ir.acle storl~ in Kings:, fat.allels Morton Smith in asserting 

that the PI!O})het·R ta;J..,~. c~ ·be •• cias.~ified only in t .erms or· t,heir 

doritent. 
25 

let the t~~: he u.s~s to classify, _pi'ophet-ic t,ale-s-:legenda.,, 

lit.erar, ela:bdI."at.ion.s of legen~, illld rttae.~re· tem.s. which origi.rtat.ei'l' 

in the thirte~th centlll7 in regard~, •t9 the sto;rries c:1;,reuJ.ateA b7 ,pious 

Ohristi$11 groups· around f~~ of -sa:u;itst.t Mg, -~ itµrk. Oil ~ng ~sei'ts, 

are not. derif\ied t'r01n t.he Bfbl.e T~;x;t itsel.t'.26 .ffofe, ,who se~ to _be 

d~elaping his owm system of a:retalogie.al categories· for 'f-•k&:i::c 

nrl.ra.cle stories, as oppose,c;i tQ Smitb, ~laims tnat. it is di:t.ficult' t.o 

a:;5certa:in the S±t;z illl Leben of propheti~al. t.;µm> iln K:iilg..s other tfian 

·to say tnat. they- orie;:iti~t~ .aDJPng g1"oups e£' prop)letic ~oii(J)len.t~ 

attempts to recover' 11,ate~o~yped l.ocut!ons 11• -and to f:u.,.d evi(ii.U'.lcet Q! :,~p­

a.rate pr.ose atjle~ .foP' mfraile tal.~· .are un~u_qcessfut. Zl LQng., . ~ · the 

oth~r b'and, c~~\e~~ Rc;,tff, Msertin~ that 'ti•lte Sitz im Leben er b~_ 

Pl'Opheti.¢al ·artd s,uen;Lst-ic miracle st.eries is a shamaiiistlc m.:i,l:J,eu.' 

1'fille, s~ i,1J a,. ''technicj.an ·of -the divine'',. a ''mQv.th_pieee f§i>r the 

s.pitlt worid~i·, ~ the head o·f tn:e particular cui.t•-.. Lcm:g 'brings· in 

lliita.cle- tales .(ran,i the Esldmos~ Imia) an'd other c.Ultures to deinmistr.ate 

~l)at .·Jlliraoie :stories, i•or the wondel/'Ous dG~s of ·old.er ·snama:,as fl.P'!H'~h 

,at .a t'.Ule 'Wb~n t}'.le present ,(c'tU:tJ p_~r;ti~es ·have be~Qme samfnilb~t ta111dI7"; 
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and ·t nat there ia a. ~'lire. in ,the a.Qc:tecty :o.f belief' and disbelief. 28 

Mirae1e stories reinf'o:ree t •'l..e· <:,;·.,.8t ,,; ........ 1.•·,.,.. f th. . .. "d - -'k . __ A 
•· · • .11 ...... , . · ""'" .. " -• ·<:>: •;ie wen er• 1«>1.- ~r ·--. . ' -

shaman in an age Wl't~ein the ins,tituti~ it!!J'el;£ .is. det~r-iora.t'ing,29 

While., in the l{ellen-±stie. W8rlg:1 EQng•s, t;;fu~ses. ~~ul~ ~ $\ipPQr\'ed 

,by lnseii'~iGns ·~ 'the ternpl~ rb.t Epi<iaur0$ r.egaMfn8. ~h'e h~~:µ1g . p~r· 

ef AsolepitiJ:JO and. frQm Qtn~r sources• 'I reel. tliat his opfo:i'~ns -a.re too 

narrw~ At th"i~ po.iJJ.t, ~~s eo.~d- b.e ·11a.d'e .£.ram the sources for anr 
assertion about ~racle: traditi<:lmi. Tb;~ v-a,riatioru, ln th~ riat ure, ot 

those s:eur:ees•, toget,he;r '4ttl. the· pre'i?le-.,. Q( gfflrt, .f9l.11l., and ,d~p$d~e~ 

that I have. descri~ above:, preclude any over~rchixi.g e~~clusi.on •as tG' 

tn.e .natun of the ·Sitz' im Leben of mir.acl.e st.er!es., Gt' ev~ u to the 

.e.xaet,. f ,om or an ~aretalogy.. It The to:rms m which IDa.Da.cle l.itera~ 

a.ppe_ars, and the mot.its th:at make up tliese forms, probab~ re:tlect a , 

e~1:>n h\iman t=11Jnlx!>lic. dime1:1siol1 where tht3! a.re.· s;im.i:lar., and the vast 

nr..iety ()f. himlari- ~tien~e and lOJ1,g::ing where 'tilley .ax-e di.tfe.tertt. 

Dupli.cation. <i>f .~ol'.1JJ$ ~r phras~ing ~,Pween ~e period ,41114· t,11,~· n¢ 

pefi.Qd,. i -.se ... , .b.et~en-. the •'Peri~ 0t EliJah. and El;isha in · llr)g$ a.ad the 

p.~riod 9.f th~ir t,.y:p()iqgtc-aJ. rebirth in the N'ew. · 'l'estame.nt', does n~t in 

itself ·have· 811'1 n"c~s~aey· beax.-ing on id-,ol.ow! The New T~t~nt 

enviroEJiten.t ·was :tlu,id ~~ugh, as nas been demonstra.tied.1 th~t miracle 

atories about .local chaJ;ri'8iilat:ic leaders in Pales-tin,,, c.o'\lld 'han adopted 

Elijatr-1.iJce Ql" t~ha.-like motifs :witho~ .adopt·ing a s;ymho:i,ic ideol.,og: 

ot :Elijah ·pe.r s.e,.- ,Elijah and (iliah" 1n;tre sb.tp~· 'tbe most t.ai:nous 

.Jlli:re:c.Ie" V()!;kers of ~he Oli:l Test•e~t, ·~ were ava.ila"Qle a~ m~~. 

~ .I wili deonstrate. -~ · tl1e, nm ·c)u.lpter, l 'f~el £here m sane 

-.: .. , ., •. . • ·ope·""'' .:-;.. the 'Gospels th~t :iJlrl.ta.te er reflect El:iani,c mot.Us, 
lu..L.;"&C.J,..8 peric ·. .,, .aLI - · , 

l . .i ~e· El;·Jah, 8 actions. liMYar, . d'u' to t ·he d.itficultie~ ·oU:tl,iil~ or ,s,up .a.:_ca•"' . ... · - · 
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criticism,, t,l:iat these miracle • -, · ·. · · • · . . . 
- . ~ .rl.ctttpes, 'therefore ia~cat~ auttt'P~hJ:-p 

by an early· group• :qt· Cbms\:ian:l who i4~tified Jesus ldt'h .Elij;ah is 

lugfl:lcy:" probleJ!Jl.idc-,. lt. is hard to a~-~~ain what Elijah l!leant to th~ 

JeWi,Sn "lllan ir). tne str~et II, and ·eq~l:r hard.: t ·p imagine ·thai?, the peop).e. 

who o.riginat~ :fthe mira.ele per:fco~es wer.e ~~ce.rned ntn1 the "inbrealdng 

k:fngdom 0 £ God", C)'t. otn.er theolog,ieal ca~e,g~rie,s under vh.1,~h the lliraclc,s· 

have been ·d~scr.ibe4. ForD! cri.t.:i:.eism. •al.me ~ in~utt:tci~i;.t 't 'o our 

Ull€i~1-'S:ta?!di1'.g or tha ~1~·, ot Elij;ah and Elisha in the Cospels•,. , 

0. The Ne,t ['eatam~nt Us·e. 
,,O! Bj'.biieai .Pe.r$<mae. 

Our ,me't;hod. of· ;in.qV,iey sh9.u1d~ ifts.ti~;a,d refie.c.t the fa.et , that 't'el"Se& 

in the N'ew '.,re,starnent ,~lic:i~l;Y• m~tioping 'E:1,ij~ -and, Elisha .nave,, fQ'l' 

the ·1a0st patt, V-e:ey.:li~tle to dQ ldth mipacle·. Jnste-clli, life see: Eli.jai;l 

and Ellsha as Biblical ~e~cma.liti.es mcorpo~ate<i in1?o the New• Tes~ament 

a,s. :p.ai't of ~ J:ar.ge:t! pattern .of reterences, · to •Biblical ?f'elises:, and th~. 

The, ,dep~dene:e, or· the N.elot Testament. u:p0.n Jemh Sc,riptll:Ms is, almost 

~-elf-.evi;den£;; the text. itselt strives .to give. th~ read.er this ftl7' 

imp.r.essiort.. ~e, nasons f'e.r this ·c;iep~rmee ~re als.o p'bTigus t.o any 

st11d~t 9f the Gr.aeco--Roinan. it9cr1d;. one n,f).~ _ only cmisu1t Phil.$ and 

Jose,phus (in tneir ef'fort:;; to,• C'Qn:\ftb,C~ Helleni;stic soci~:, et ~4!1 -ant-iqui~y 

~1 ·Juda.ism) to see, that Q,;tiqui'l;;y itsel.t •~ the •sine gua non f'oi, the . . . .. . 

leg~t:imaoy at •any s.oei.al inst;itution~ ~watl11ns in •soe3,.al s.tructure 

or: ~li,g;ton r.equire.d : a -deino~tra:tion of ¢ont;:i.hniit¥ wit:h, the revered J>flSi • 

and th~ mor.t;;, .anc:1ent past the 1nore. :revel"ed.- It is pos•$ible: that the 

"discov~rjro of the i•Lal:t Book" ,mic·p was ro:uncl• d~jng th~- ciosianxe refQ.:tm 

cent~us oefo:te tlte Htllen.ist.1~ er'a: was a),iso a s~ptQlll of this nee~ ~Q 
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ground change in · t ·,, - · · · · .. 
· - -- · . ., an iqluty-., •a need not ~~trict'ed . .,. th~"fore, to t.lie 

Gra~9~~~~ m±lieu., In the- ¢sl.8•e Cit the New Testament, .N.orn:ian Cd4~ 
·states: IID... a--c1;soc-l,ti•·-l.ng th' • ...... ' .j. • 

1/.,1 ,.,,. • • • . ..:. .... i..:., , · · eir, •"..:~,.,1.ngs :with S.~r-i:pture,. the e-~rly 

Shr~std:a,ns -~ ca.rrying: t hemselves -back to the bea-h,;.;.; ..... o'f the un1ve-"e ,r;Jl 
0-..... -, ...... ~ . . ~ ' . ,I; "-II • 

'the t .~;:m .n_N~ ·'l'-estam.ent" ~ itselt imp)..~s an ri_~ld '' ·tes~a'ment .,wbos.e 

clauns h.a.ve beJ~ ()'Utin«ied,. supeF-seded, 0.r· fUl::fi,ll_ed the the· "new-.:" 

Tqe Gos.pel a,e:c:o:,;d..ing; to Matthew., .at fir:~ gj.an:ee, l!lee!D,S to b~ mo:st 

concerned w.ith the tMlc Qf ·;al:f~m~ J·es:tlfi• ~ssage al.gng the maip.s'tream­

of the: 'J ewisl\ tra.dit:i~, in that it. •aohstant}f refers, us to J~h 

Scripture,. The auth.c:>r ¢! t;he .First Epistle of Peter. likewise :assum~ 

t~t 'SerJ,J?tur.d passages -weJ','e a;ppl:ic.a;~le to Jea~ ·and t.he theology ,or. 

the Cnuroh.32 ·This ·appli9a};)il;1.t7 l(a.S .g:ev~r ·i;:eti9us1y c.b.illeaged until 

~~ian t ·r;ieci to d.i~aciate Ch;i_stiani~J t·r.m the Jew;j.,s,b 'Bibl~-, 'aQd. 

hi~ ,assumpticms were deemeci hereti~al. v. the Chureq, •. 3:)' '!'he ent_~ c-o.rpus 

Gf the New•TestU1ent is thoroughlt ·pavo~ by, references to B~l,ical 

pe:,:-~on_~s,, p$:S·sages.; an<i mo~i'f's.; ff. M:. Sl:t:i.M's- ha:s claimed ,that ~s ~ ­

as 1604 New. Testament pa:ssa.ges refer"dinlctl,y to· the Bible.)k As Norman 

Ooh~n h.~ shown in . his e00.1prehensiv~ s'l4"Yey of l3;il,,lieai per~ona.li-ties in 

tJ,le New. Tes\ament, many $Chol.a.ts, ar.e co~etely- Qonrl:n.c.ed ot th~ ~ .ens~:ve, 

dependence ,of the New Testament ® Scr-ipt'llre-; desijit.e the many- erro-~ 

and- d.istQrlions in·: eit~tiqr-1 ·on the pa.rt et tli~ Christi~ ~u:tqo.n,. A'lnong, 

these s.chola,rs a:Ns J. Jeremi~, A •. G. Hebert, E. D. Fr.eed1 and ·:G. :v:on· 

.Rad.35 

Schc;»larlyc .opihi.on ~ t~ the nat,tme or. 'thi~ d.,;-p~d•!t~-~ baa di.f:t'ered_ 

~..:~ , . . - 1,-_ .... ..,8r. -:rn his s~Y--, Cohen cittta a 14.fie rar,.ge ot opin.,ican: 
W,:l.l;leal:;rJ.. 1'1U.l!IS:.·9i . ! ~ , 

R.. ·Gur1cil7 attemPt.J •to reduce t.he numb~,l' of instan.ce.s in ~ich tgedi~ 

Testament re-li~s on S~itipture by Us,in.g an i•~gµment tl'()m ~bs~~e 11 
: 

I ' 
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liha,d tile t~ad ' :t, ., . 'b . . .L. 
· . . · JI; ,J:Qn een ~rec~~di upon t~e. ·OT text, ,~ would flOt. have ·had 

·the absence of et ·· t • · · -:i" · ·· · , - emen s lll :t..h.e OT text. wJti,ch we~ ~i-ttttemely ·stiitable."-'0 

Argm,n\s: £.rQJJi s:l(.~c,& hav-e £.a.red q'Ui.te i'eebly, in Bib,lical. criticism; 

-~ mµst ,ai:i-sum'a• that Mr, Ow:id.qf~: ,C'Onclusions issue frQlII-som~ Ji>the.r a~a, 

quite pro~abiy theo-log'icaJ,. At the other end. d'f'' :t.he s~ct.rmn, A~ T.. 

·~anson ~:t-gues that, not o~ is t~~ W,ew 'res,ta)nert:t:t dependent .;t,1pon, the 

~old,'! one,, but, Jes.us Ghrist himself' was p~es~t at many ef the meiden.ts 

in Jewi,sh Scril5t;ure.37 S'ome --sehol./3-rs,. like" c. H. DQdch :find reasons fo.r 

'ti.he c:onneet.ion betwe.en the two '':t'est-aments-11 ,in the litei-aey ,styJ:~_s <>f th-e• 

ti.nre~; D~d, ~la,ims that 11:reeent resea.rehes. into the ~an ·serQlls .h:a.ve 

shown th-at in th,e New· .Te$':t~nt rerj:-od the intemea.vµig of'• scr1:ptural 

phr-a~~olog:y and fi)l,le:1 s .ow,n words iras a:. ¢.()n~eious litera:r.y' met.hod. 1• H. 

M. -Shi.N~ a.4<l~' to ::tl:ljs by; stAt.·i1'lt tllat, .S:in~e· the 11.014 .'11est.ament II was 

the best k:nOljlll body of U,,tera~Ui"e 111 ·en~t.en~.~ for ·the. New Testament 

WT,it~'rS, .;it ~s n:a,,tl;Jr.al. that tb..e- ehure:h would iii,:k it:s. script.ur~. 

closely to, -it~3' ' I m_yself wt)Jldar at these elforts· t;.o reduce tp.e relation­

ship be\we';ln. ~e \wo ·$C?;-ipt~res, te -~ exc1W$.i:,e.J., litemey one., 8$pe·c~ 

.s ·ini;,e, th~ r~~sons f0r de,pendenc!,9 seem so o.by-ious. h .aqdltion bo· a 

,sy.stem, ~f' .law: aJ?.d tradition that .ext.ends· back to t.he1 "beg-:inn,i:ng ot the 

ur,iive.rse 11, . th.e J8lfish Scri'}?ture.s c()ntained, propl:r,eies about. t .lle end 

time and the· ,na\ure ot s-alV'ation wh:icll the ·Qosp~µ; labor· to !ulfUl.; 

cl~arl.y,, one cannot honest]$ uder~.t:ima.te ,tb'e central imporl-anc'1 th,at 

tbe con.n~cti9n with• -t;.he Bible. held for the ·early Chr;ist-ian communit'ies, 

aI:i intpqrl;ance wbieh has, not b.een dimlhi~hed' tQ this day. 

A ma.j<U' s ·c~ool ntbirt CbriS:tian ar:ial:y.sis o.f• 'the ,Jewish Bible. coBc.ems 

·t· ·, ·.ti· ---"th ·th , "den· tifioation of 11typ6logies·11 within the Bible. Wa a: .. s-~.u: w. . e ... ,, . 

'
't 1oa,r•1 in an infai,ilaJ. se,nae; heF.~., we refE!r ·to have u~ed. the t.~rat' · l'PQ. bl• 
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a f~ category, or Ohri t · · ·· · ·· · · · · · ' ·. · · · s .ia,n exeg,~i~,. J. D~ielQu d~f.iiies t,-pologi'es 

aSJ that iinagerf in the N:~ T~stam.ertt :wh,_ic}l ,e~i4~ces, tllat iith~ x-eaJ.it:i;.1as 

of th~ Ql.d Testament ar-e t~gµr~s tjf thos'e of. tne ~~ •.. • ,fl/ ., Tp;ia 

s.c.ietice •O.f the 43:imilitUdes ~tween•· tlte t .wo Testam~rits ~ called. 

:t;ypolea 1140 While ide t,-4"" · • · l ...i · · · ·• ~ · ~~ · · · n •4y:mg. ~ypo 06.es .is .a valuable :part. of litel'aJY 

e'l'it.j,c)'.sm, t .o •call t.hi.s £:i.~).d of ~n.d'eavor a •t~·ci:ence,11 is. l!ather fane:tful. 

When, tft>ol.og.ies are used· ·~s hist-e:r,-ical eviden-c,e Biblical ev t,s · " _ . . ... . , . . , en , .· are 

wrest.~d, a'C'col'ding t ·o 'the tneo,legi~ai d_ispositi~IJ of t!te paJ:1;.ieul.a;r 

scholar, :()ut ·of th~ir .own context ;an,d then: .Uidtmt-i:fied:11 as ror esh;3.dm,,iings , 

Gf' events in ·t.h:¢ Q.Qapeia. Diif.fei,ent "types" Qf •Jesus• ?,ppear througho~'\s· 

the J,~8h ·Stripturiesi4l and tnes:e. ''.types!! ar.e .balariced. .~y. '''anti- ~ypes•.1 

in .. the tJ~w T.est~t.~ 'l'he; context 'and impOrlta.rtce of ·t.ne Biblical. 

8'.\"eI.,lts .a,~ ~su.b.<;,.r,d.SJl.~t.e,.!,{ tc;, ,the ~~ts• that they ~uppasecfir pre!~. 

;For s:~e .~e.hol.aits qf. t;ypc:,J,ogy,:, the nµm.erQ.us t.Y,RQ~og;i.c.al ~ '.bet~en 

the· 11te..stamen~s·11 COJIS't,i;'tutes· .proof'' ·or a singl.e, d.iv:ine. RW[1)0s'e b~});il:id 

th~ a. cl;ivin:e purp.0.s~ e~pl'i.f'i-efl,,. pot~ pnr-51call1"· ~d 1s.ym,bolica.l17, 

bf the, J.U~ o:f J'e~ms. Ji.3 A. T •. li~sot\j merit.i.otied previou~)3, has 

c~ried, t:ti:i:s' ldn4 or ~heologi¢a,i manhandling of· Sc'riptilre ,even fart.her. 

.in his r-~!ut;,ation of typo1o~,. 'He main:t.ai.Qs that' t .h'~ Blb;l.e :is •nQ:t.i 'fill.'3d, 

wi,th "typl)s" of .Onr.:i,s·t ., but that. th:e Jlew Test~nt @-t'110?'$ ~ct~ 

~iie"t:~ that, ~}:lr±si himself' '.Wa.$ at' a:e.tor· ·:bi Bib.li~al ,ev.eJ.tts . Jes'l:1S' 1 

PT8'$EmCe is s18'laµ~ :in J.eliiiish S¢Pipt,'1l'e PY' C!artain key- names tor G9d, 

~uch as· .K.p:iGsJ he speaks t;o :Mos·es on Sinai,. he s;peaks ·to the ,:lews 

th . .. .,, ...... 1n I .. A-1.. .44 T'"';,s attit·ude towa:rd Scripture, made possibl e ear:cy, ro'-'-5-'.. sa.1.au• . " ""' · . 

• nh · t, . · tu by t·· ne t-· of Christology f-o\lP.li in· t.be Gospel. aec.ordµJg ln ~ . :r,is l,a01 c;, ·, ., r:- - · 

-i. J. ·hn· . t ---, , ,... be, called New Test$le:nt cri,ti.cism;, ·rather, it "e o . ·, .canno . . ,,., ... ~ . .. 

is lllod~1t1· theolegical Jlliiira:sh., Sueb: "scno).~hip", as · 1fell. ·-as the· stll41. 
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of t .ypologie.s, aY.Qids a J. et , . _., , . , . . . . . . . ·. a · cent~a.i. to· ille relationship between 
Sc!r."iptu · d th · N . · · · · ,re an · · e ew Tea;t"ame~t:. ,connectiop: ld~h the feniie.r' CPhf'erted 

a\lth'ari:ty •on· the lat-t:~r • S~c;Jt<>lar,s who• ,llnl'st, find aJ T aut~Qr.it;y in J'esµs 

:rev~~!?,(; what ha:pj)enei;i ir,l. ~iston-._.:rt .. is t-tie di.Tin~ Jesu:s, :f'1r th~, wtto 

centers aut.hat-i:\;r· otl the· ~ ewis}l S0.t-iptures. This tJ,Pe Qf tl:le9.lo.gi0al 

'Qi;a.s. ten_ders ·suspect :what. many, Cl}tist.ian $'.cholars s:a;r about ,EliJah 

and E~na, for the · two Pr<>phet•s .ce~e to nave a. 1-ife, or their own 

Q\its-ide Christ. 

Je"4~h. ser.tpt:ure a;pp.ea,rs· in the New 're-st·ament m a. "(a;riety rii, -ronns. 

'J;'}}e ~.ost common 6.! these :forms is the ~irect citatiQP.: eI t .ne Biblfc,~ 

p~sag~s,J Shires. pt>'int·s out that, •of the 260 cna:pteps, ot ·th.e ,New 

Te:l't~~nt., . ,2';3 cont~:in · at least two• cit.ations OX," ll'eter.ences ·to Sc;rl.pf,ure.J:5 

As ~s :m~11ti0Ji.ed.., J'l9.t all or t~~S'-e .~ .a,c.cur~t,e ;rende'.rmgs· o:r the Bl.blical 

t,e~, and . oft.~p. it , is di,ffi~'lil,~: t.o. 1tell wtte.the:r the eit:<1,;tiQn is a 

quotation Qr :ari. allusion, ~ot):ier- CQIIDLQP. f :orm. :ItJ a.P:uaion, ~ire 

~~n:t;'~~', n<»t .P,~sages, , a.re ~loit~ and ~dects, Qft,~ int'a ''111.idrasbJi 

-~ i,nd;ividual t heme.~~¥ ~st sch.blare al'EI ~ -agremen~ ,that the 'liew 

Te.s-~f\'nt us'l,lal.ly ,ayei:~ -~~~oey; t-he. figures and ideas .:in the. B;i.,~le, 

for th~ Qh~istians ,, h:ad to have eld:sted ·as d~n«met.e histor.idal: ii!alit.i.es. 47 

lh,stea.d,, the N:~, T.estameat actively'· ~J.Qr.,. Tan~ic• :p~rs~nagJI$ as 

h.i'S't\Qri:c:~ _realitie;>~ .Four h'Undre.d ci,ta_tiOl.ls ht th_e Ne~ Test~n:t ~Jer 

¢1.re,ctJ.r to peopl~ rfcin the B±bie, a,Jn0ng them ,Elijah and Elisha_. SO As 

Cohen ~itt,e : 

The historical ·a-war:en"s's .a,n(i concern . of' ~ew T:est~en'.t. )fl"i~e1;s . fQr 
'the f\iirillllient: o.f Script,!:J,ral prophecy was USO illustrat,ed b;y_ the 
$~ ot. 'iiiblical eh:arae-te:rs ,. ,! 'ame 0£ ~o~ made thos~ veey. prophecies. 
Br:i.ngin . those characters ~1,ve arid, oa~lll~ t :hem .ippe~~ VJ.th those. __ 
. "th -8. T·e· s· t--"'eht ma_.:tnt ained the import.ant ~.ont'l:ll-UI:ty artd $~C·ured 
0..1. e New _. , ot ·t , t n .~ «-~• . iti . .• 
the oc:mnection 'be:t:,re.en th~ two· es ameii:.s~,. · .'"".'.'- · e ,an , · im, a.r)Y' 

· . -· - ··" · .al p .. oduct- lon· m""'"" cont--"- -.sane oI the , ca.s~ o.f sequel ~o an o:r:rgm -,.., ....... " · · ,~• .. · .. · - ~ · 
i:-t.s pr,e~ecessor. 51 
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Biblical personages, l(~re 11re~y--macie" e:xamples of ideals· that the. 

Christians wished t9 promulgate., and many of them lent themselves· to 

midr.ashic treatm~l):t, •. As Cohen commeri:ts: 11lt, is easier to create tal.es 

about a person than a passage-. 1152 Biblical figures, as Cohen points out, 

are used for. a variety of purposes, of'ten depending on th;e Tendenz of 

the :individual New Testament author. 5.3 In the next chapter, we 1d.ll 

be.gin a detailed stwt7 of how Elijah and Elisha are used in the Qospe~, 

of the· Christian ideals they 11l'epre-sent ", and of the molding or these 

ideals by the Gospel authors • 
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Ghap,ter Four 

Elijah ~q ~sha _ in the Qds,~;L 
Ai;..eprd:u:i:g, to, ~k 

•• Introo~at.or;, Remari:iis 
Modem •s:ctio"' ~-hi·· · _,,,_ t · ' , · ·· · - · · , · · ·· ·· · ·· .La.... ,p ~ .11Qs,. llllJ,Vel'$a:lly :r-ecogru&es Mar,k as the ea;rliest 

or t.h~ (oµr canontcal ,gos,pelB .l 'thu· .. .. ........ , "'"' 1 ··i-ft" _ "'·- ..+ ·" - · .-. · · · , "',I ' .,._,.. __, liU~ •Og- ·'-CU. S.va,,.-,..lllg point 

for our- :ihquiey-., At one 'time., t:)le Christian t:~itiotl h~'ld that M~r.k 

was. ,an ,abr:i.dt~st. bf Xatfth~, .a 1ii$11, ,~~h o~j,gin~ted wi'th A•st;.:i,ne,.2 

.Jn Nil)ete:®tb.-eehtlll."l ·New ·r~stam~t SQholarsni.p,. ~owever, 't,hi:s· theory 

ev~~t:ua:lly iost f'Ciree in .Protestant c-ir~,les ( ar,o~d 18(i0) an<:1 in 

Ca.th,ol::i,eism.. it$elf {a-ro'tmd 19JlO).. Another theory, or~inat~ py- Griesbach. 

in hda "'7~ fro~allll18$.l'., claiilied that Ma.-rk, suxmnarhed. the ot-hir t1to 

sy;nc>ptie g'c>.spea; altb.a~ ·<le·t:ended, by d~ 'Wette in l846J this rtew 

lest :most Qf -i\s .:rollow:in~ during the last-.bfil.f or tp.$ mn,t•enth 

c·e.nt-Ul'7.•.3 .Ttildq, we· ha.Te• n() ext~t, d,oc~t .t~t ~ l;le : sa;i.4 t~ ~ 

a -$QUJ!'c:e. ·of }fa~~. 4 ~ tlie• earliest.-gospei, Mark l, t.he: ,ti,rst knOV{l 

attem~ at a; c~~~e,µ,ive s~:tliu.:f.s of early Shrl4l:t:,'d.~· tfaaitions. 

AJit.n.o.rsnip Qt ~e gospel is, traditionally at,tributed ·to John Mark, 

a ~apan;i.on ot. Paui and. an ~sociate or the . ap0$tl@.? The appto.ximate 

date. of t .h.e gQspel cait be iaferntd !r~ .Mlf;" l.3· :i4J' ,~ passage whi~h ::refie~ts 

t,he -d~iat:r.!ic:b'ien. of the Temple, wtiic:h' occu::pred. _in. 70 C.,:S:.P :spiYey and. 

Stu.th. explain ~.ha~.,,· up unt-il ,Mark, e-rai. tr~.ition~ .about J~us Wt'e 

.. auth.orit.a:t-a:."8,, and ·these wte .c~st.$Dtl;Y developing. 
7 ~ sf these 

t~i.t;;i;.or;is tame 9riginaliy . :t:.ran; .. Pa.).e,,tine, although sever.al. ~rtant 

fact.e~ -c:tiscsu.ad~ us rran: assj,gning t.o Mark a Palf1.s'.\inian :provananctt. 81 

IJ,l tbe lllid,--six.tif;ls, wn~rr PetE!J:1 was ma.tt;tred in Rane an.~ th~ -ey,ewit_p..sses 

0 
J . . . • .::. :t'r"'6 1. .. ...1 '\.-mm to diaappeai-, the ,g<;>spel ot ~ ,rk ar.Qse ~Q 

<ib.-, es:gs DllJ)~S, "iT i_, ""'"o~-
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Ch:rist-i:ans under Ne:r,o 'and his stlcQo-,sc>ni. In addi~io~:, thristianit>;y: 

ne·~~ to establish ·an identitt, tor its~i:r out$:id.e the. J'ud<!ism lltu.ch 

hall: given it birl,n.
10 

'FroJD., these tend81':l'ci~~~ $pivey and Smith infer 

:th&t Ma:rlt -was 'probably-· mt ten in Rome., a pGsition-ta:l®l 'by :many 

sc.h:olars U " ... 

'TF:\t:t overaTchihg imp~alon .:brat .o.n~ gets .f'ran Kirk's treatment; "Of 

El.±J~.b· i.s t.tiat the prophet :f'igu~s tl.Qs,~ in Mark's efforts t.e ·esta}?lisl 

Jesm• o;f'fieial ident.i.ty. In~. 6:J;4;,-l.~., ID.ij'ab iti :s.ugg-e-sted as of!e of' 

sev.ex,a:1 ,schatologic~ al.t'ematives for J.esµ$ 1 ide~t.:j.ty~ ami in 8i27,-28 

tru,.~ theme is re~:ated. .in Pet~r• s d~la.r.at,ion o( Je~ua 3..l3' thl!i Ciu"ist. 

The ~rcansf!i~tion '(j•::2-8:) and th& subseqµent 8$Chat.ol8-gi9,al d.ef-inition•· 

(9~9-:La) height~ tb.e -r«ader•s alt.areness: or Je.s.us1 .identi'l,i.y,- a~ .(lod.,1s 

~h9sen rtli>n. Mark use:$ ..Eli,ja,b in ~ ,-a-ri~t7 <jf · ways•: Elijah rip:resnt,s 

t'h~ i'propb.-et.$'' (as Jf;psea; .rept.~sents t .l\~ ;~oran) ·QQ. the. mG:unt.ain; when 

Elij~ 4r.ld: M~s,es c;l.~'ci!>Peai.".-, this is a ,si:gµ-a,l 1.o tbs ~ad.er t.l1at ti.ht 

Tor~ ·anq. Prcpn~s 'h.aYe be~rt supersedeq. ~ J ·esus.. El:i,j,cii,h:1 s, appe~ce 

-~ ~~pl)earan,ee <m. the mount~ a:lso. se~e to :separate .him b'onl 

.J ~sua ; . .J:as'\$., is n.eitber EliJah reinc.armat.e, nor his suoce:as0:r,, ner the 

.he.ir to. .his powers, but ~e li· the son .0.t Goiil. TQ elllpb:as.i,ze 't.h~ se.p~1:r.ati:on_. 

Ma.;rk brni,gs J:U.i.jah into th.e pictur.e· again l,il. ·the suqs~quent. di-scnss.i:on, 

~en JesllB q.~eliU"es that .Jotm th.e Baptist is ElijU. 

Mar.}('s u,se of 'E- ijah., ho'W$ver, a.:ppe~:rs in.~opsis'beri:t. On ~h~ .0.me-

h •d ·M· ·k licit:J..Y· s:tat~s' f;bat J,esus is not Elij:ah. {8.:Z?i':t ); .iJ:1 ,each an ., .a:r. ~ ,. . . 
--·"' •""den .... i ... -v.1t ror Jes:tui th.is ideit.''tit_,,,. e~se where, :&ll.1'£1;11 i;, off ei-w a:;, ·~ ·-'-' ... r .,..,,, · · ' ., 
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is su.ttunafily reje~ted. y · · • · · · " · ·• ~, 'W,~. 'we l~ok a:t ot~er ni4ence ·:i.1:i: ~rk, 

i 't . appeat,s ·that, the "'·,..... ~ ~-"' 
·· · ' a...,.,uQ:r, a.1. ~,e perj~ct>pes in q~estiori had Eli.J~ •·-

exploits ih IU.n· · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · gs lt) llllnd ·'When li~ e~p,9.~~ st<!~ies .. about. Jesus (he-re 

we 111u.st ~is~ingi.tj.sh: b.etwe~.n the :autnor, o_! a peri~o~ · and. t.h~ iiuthcr•• 

:redac.tor ~k) .• ~~" ·Jl\9st nQtie.able link •with •~he El:ijah/ &1.~s~ ~y:cl~ 

c:ons is-:t;s ·df the. gospel mi~a~le· tales, ~ ,wich tfes'us ()fteu. dbes· t.-h& 

-~•ame kinds 9.f +'l:-~ .... _,._ s t_"ha•_· ·1.1i•.1 !l_-ft"' .~.1,:.,J __ ., _..;...a • 
... ~ •Ii° .o:u.i..:,q,a• ~~ w"'-4 1n tbe Scam& ~- The ~~eo~t 

or Jesus I tempta1:.ior.t in the 9,.es,~rt ,(.1 :12 ... 1.2) u .quit.e s-.:imilar to· 

the-:';presep.tati9n in _! Khi~· l9·:·8 '~d. i7-:(t., In ttle · only,- ·1'E1isha·" 

reference ill Maz,k, t;h~ ~isciples ' ( w:hf:>m,Ma.tk treqtJently ,aspers.ett), ~Jl'N: 

canpa.l'ed, 6hliq.ue]j to El,.isha ~:s ~cl"\q)lliou~ se;vattt-.,: ~};l,~i (iO:J; er .• 

.How. c~ we--r.econeile :th~s~ two seemntg.lq .c:ipposite· tr-ends in Mari: : 

tne ~jtpliclt identi!icatd:on ~f John the Baptistt •-with Elijah and 'the.. 

imt;ilicit ass:oe'iatrion of Jesus, with Elijah? SfJeYe~al -possib,Uiti.~s p:reJs'ent• 

t}'iemseJ;ns· to us•; inc-1ud;ing t.h'.e fol.lowing<; Fi_r.slt;, t.he. shirt o·f identi:bies 

could .reveal the .evolutioii• of J-eaus' own se'l:t-i4~nti~:r; i.,~·•-• -J~sus 

thol@t of lffms.elf f.itst. as.. Elljal;l, ·then ~ .Me$sia:h. Another .poss'tt,ili~t 

J.s that,. '"'1il·e Mark him{?,~ adopt.eii an otfic'ial in'terpretation · d! John 

the Baptist as meing' Eli.j~, he us.ed tradit-:i.ons- which saw Jesus. as 

Elijah,. r.e.i'lectii.ng ,a poss$::ble Jµjah.;(Oprist.oiog. Or Mat,k., fo'r pure]J 

literary :reasons, --~ ha,v~ used pericl!>pes th.at ®-4 been pres·erved or 

"1'it:ten :in an EUjah-.l~~ .torm. in cho~sing, th~ 111:ost plag.sib.l~ :P~ssi:tµ.1-

• :i:· • t .......... m;,,.-·e ,•··'":-es p..._,..il-ing· tbeQI'ie~ con.centing :i:;he pass.ag~s llv_y 
II 

lie :Dl:\:2S ,·~-·• ·~ 1 . ., ~,._.., - · · . 

.in, quest.ion. 

• I 
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8• The Evidenc " ,:,, :t . · e .i.,or an· i:..u.jah Ch:ristology 

'.fwo passages <ieta:onstr~t · -· · - .,. ... 
· · · · 8 q,ll ,ca.uuos_t - obv.:l0ue -siJ:nilar.ity to ·the- E.l.ijali 

tal~.1 :~ •.. l:l2-l3 and.·7:24,ff. In Mk l~l~-1J .it is J-·us··- -~o like 
, . , .'-'•'"' . tlU , , 

Elijah, is, driven; DY t he Sp2.r,it ,into th~ rude.mes~ tor forty, ~ -a 

:ne· ! ,pir.it, ~ed~'te.ly ·drQv~ him out ifito the wilqeniess.. . And he 
wa.s lJl . th.e w:il!ier.ne.S;S' fo,rf;v ,1.,,~ . to:m·p"'--" \;. · s·"' . ~ . ;a h . , . . 'tla ' - 4 ,.,,._.,,, _ _ , ;v 'U""-l t;J"/f auan · an\4 8 'Wa5 
Wl, H the :wilct b'{'asts·, and the angel/! .in4rist'er'e<i to" hiin. . . 

B6th Jeau,s • wildtt!'lle~s. tempta.t•ion and Eli.Jah' s' ;t'llgnte are· typo1ogie.ally 

similar; and establish a link, Wit.th .Moses, a,s.c:etrl-; 0£ Mt. • . s~_:;i.. :tn 

add;i.tiioti, .EI,ijail is- lilltlbt:e* t,o by ravens in the desert; ("tt l7 :6)., 

while Je~us is ministe~4. tq bY,- angels .• 

In 7 iSl.4-30,, J esus' g~qgpapltical lo:¢-ation-. artcl. bis healing of the 

d~ugpter gt a Syro_phoenici:an ~ is strikingly-· a±:i.nilar; to IK 1.7 :8~14. 

Ar.!-(i _from t here he. .. ,aro;te a.1)4 ~n,t ~w~ t9 th~. regton 0£ '.l)t-e, and 
S.1d9n. An4 he ente~~ a; house, and would n<;1t · pave al.lY. <m.e kngw itl 
yet he· c.ould not be. hicl. But fmmed;i.ate~y: ~ woil!a:g, 'Wb0$e littJ;.~. 
daugft~~r .~~ poss~~ss~ 'by an unc:lea:n splr,it-;, came a,nd !ell down 
.at. his ie~. · Now the wman was· a SyrophoeQician by- birth. ~ 
·she· begged :him to c~st the demon .out: or her da~er·. And t.Ie 
said tq her llLet the childr-en first 9,e fed,. for it ;i,s not . right 
ti>• t.ak.e the ehildr,en t:s: lire.ad and th'.r.ow. it to the do.gs. 11· But s-he 
·ariswerea h'im, 11!:eS;j Loril; yet, e.ven the dogs under ·the table eat 
the children1s crumb's.'' And 'he sai'd t0: b-er "For tn-i::f ~ying: you mq, go .your· wafl . the. demon Ms l~ft··yol.lr',daughter. 11 ·And she went. 
hcxne, ?Jld f .ouJid the child ly.ing ;Ui 'Qe<i, a,n.,d t.lle d•on g9ri.e.., 

The cQnn~o£iori between this ;pa$sage and Kin~ i s liJO .Qt;rong :that 1ukti 

can refer to £he par,allel l'r9Dlil-~ic.s.1J,y wit'hp~ aetua.l'.cy rec9unt•ing it 

(l+:2.5l't) • 

In the miracle st~ri~s, Jesus' conne.etiion w:tth· Klli:jaih is rather 

consi:ste'3t' bu.£ not as Q}.ear~ -a:el'ined! .Je-aua. ·n'~v.~:r p:etfor,ns a miracle 

in Eli,Jah • s name) n~r rel'e~ directl:y' to EJ.:1..jah a:s , ~ r,.iJQdel. ·.f:o-t b.is 

· • •• , · "-t • . •t.'tl" u-v.er.- a t"eader who ha:~ ,b~i'ore l.lim. ·~ isolated llll.raCl:&.LOUS: a ... l.Vl: ~·. -·~- . ., . 

• , r· · th st·o~'es oolil.d get. {lll overall .impression that, Jesus collec'tion o. ese . . ..... · 

- . . ·red i:.,•:· eit to be an. El.ijah-11:ke !'igUr.e.. Norman .'Cohen 
~ C:>r conside · • ~•:J;Dl.8 . · 
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c:Ltes ai group of "Par", , - , . . • 
· · ~,._ l!Uracles II llt Mark a:nq Kirigs-:12 

Mark -

l ::lQ-45 
2:1~1,2· 
1.0:46-52 

· Healing mira:cles 

Kings 

I!r Kh\~ 2;;a-, J.-4. 
II Kings 4: i4~--Mj 4 :l.(.t 

II ,K {r, a<> 5· • 1'. .. 1 ,l .• , ,le •·2· ". ·37 ~..,.. • ·· . ~,: ~·~ -:1-·· 
I Kings 17 !l77~ . . 
ll Kings b-: ?Q-.2.l 

46 

'Th:ese P.arallels ,can be t~~n a.s ~-µmul.e:tiv.e ·evidence of .an ·~t,ent:iona:l 

link w:i::th Elijan, but oril.,y, as cumulat-:iye ,-evid,ence... that bot.b Jesus 

and Eli~ah would ~erf'brm wa.t·er -mirac:J,.~s, fee4±ng.•miz:ael~s-, and :h:ealing 

mirac_les is not in it.sel~ .surprising, cQnsidel'ling- t .he et19t,1tq:us curreilgy 

of-the$e motif(i in m.i.r.a.c-1e-literatu:re tl}-roughoqt 'th~ ,worlq. :Two ma.cle­

'stories, howe:v:er, .stand .. out: 

('7 :'}.2-.Zl) And t.ne,;y ·brought tC! billl a man who was, dea;t ~d had an 
in\P~diment in his, &peecl:!-, and. tn..ey besQµgh,t n,irg. ~o lay hi:s ·tianc1 
•upon b-irn. A,nd tak~g h:il1l a:s:i;Qe rtt-·91P' the ini'µt,ttude prl,rateq, be 
ptit. 'his, 'fingers int~ bis- ears, and 'h~··sp:e,t, and· t.~uched his ;i;,Qn_gµe,; 
a:nd lookittij up -t,,Q heaven,, he s,!i:ghed..,, ~d ~aid t;o him. 1~~hPb?.tha., 11 

that is., 11:ae opened.." ~ his ear$ ~re 9pen~, h;i.$ t,on1Ne was 
"r•elea.s .ed, :~ -a he -s-p0,k~ pl;_a.:ln:1$. 

( 8 : -22-26). And -th'ey ,ca,ne . t.~ Betti. ~-aid.a~ aria ;some people- brough_t 
t.o him ~ blind ''!'Dall, aJig, b~gged l.l;µn 'h.o touch Mm_. And he ·tool< the 
.blifid man by th~ hartd, and '1.ed h;un out of the village . .; and wh~n he-­
had spit ori bis· J;iyes an-d la-id .his hands upon 'M~! ha asked .him, 
11Do :you; see. anythin8?-ll, And he: l:ooked up_ and ~:aa..li, 11,1. see _Jnen; , ' 
but they ;LoCl>k like• tree.s, Wci.~6.'• n Then, a~aln ~e laid }fas hands, 
.upon h:j.s eyes; and he ~ -~ed .1ntently and was. r .e.:Storild, and saw 
.everything cle:ar-i,. 

_Jesus ~y h·eal~ ;by- WQr.d alone (5 :/.j.].-, 1; 2,5) or }:;y, fl:i~ m~re 

presenc~ (i.,:i5-'.34)., b~ in t,t1e ab~e eplll9de,i;;, :his' m~hods are. described 

in det·~il.. Je~us puts bis fm,gers into. :t;he deeµ' n;ail •s ears,, -spits-, 

~t • . . •'• -... , · ·can· ·tation , and tiouches his · t .ongue;. in '.I Kings 17 :21., u.., ers a .~1cci.u-' m .. . . , · · 

Eli 
-- t · ·-1.. • h.; ..... ,.

8
1" up··on -'(1..,. child three, tiniea., a:I¥i titters ·a Ja:h -~tre caes ,.uw;, .w. . - 1.,1,,., •. • 

13 , al • - of ·t:.ne bl:i.nd ~ is th~ ·.cinJ.1 m.ira.c::lft iil the 
prayer.. The l1e ll'lg 

· · · · in stag-es .14 a liter~ tension is 
Gospels , 'cl.II \llbich ·a cure oeeurs · · · ' · · , , 
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est-~biistr~d. within t, e . .. . . _ . . 
.. h pencope bf the ,d.escnpt~n of t"e .~•f3 gradua.l 

ret.um to· sitht!.. ·The salQ · M...:.d · 
· e =ui r:5f ten$i'® 1.s woven in IK l~::?ifff,_ lmere 

Elijah s•ends his se......,an" . · · Dt'f1•.... · · ·· ·' - ... . ,. " repeat-~ ·to l9ok tQ,:'. the .. rain whi~ is to 

COll1$. L. McGib1.eyl-5 and t, ''l;r~~6 a~ee that,. ~ bQth Dli:r:acl-e· ta'.J.e.s,, 
it :rs_ th · · · · ·· e · c~crete ·detail .that attests to th& reality· Qf the mi:ta.eMS. 

~th stm-ie';a could indiccitt•e tliat ·the auth~r of the miracl~- teal~~ 

eGnseio'lisly us.ed. stylistic te~iqu~.:~ £I'Qil1 the Eli:jafi erc1~, esp~cia.U.y 

·when we take into ace-~ ·~~ 8Jl~J..a, the ta.le of' the feed~_g of th.e 

fo~r thousand. :App.{ll'e~t)J a d.oub).et. "Qt. &i~.30~, l'f tne, itory in Mk., th4 

:Paraphr~ea I-IK 4: 4J i "How can ~p.e feeii tJ'iese men •ltith b~ h:ere in 

.tbe ·des-e.rt? 11 nsemoles· ''But his ffeiv:ant: .said'~ '.•How· am ,I to set t,.his 

berQre a hl:lndred. ·men?'" 

:We m~t- ®Jf as¢erta±n just. what :can .be ·proven l'rooin this bodw: of 

~videnee-t.ht,' cta.:'21.a.tive _parallels . of . motif., the t;ypelpgiea.1. l.inx.s 

·in l:lQ-12 ,and l0:13.~ .and, th:~ t!:tree st.o.r:i,e:s dli:sc~~«i abqve:-:regard:ing 

the relat.i<>ll~bip be.t~.e~ 1tla'e goffl)~ of MlJrk and the use o.f tpo, Elija,n 

~qt tt. Do t~ese mirael:ft s\ofies,, pi eonce-r-t witl1 the '\YJ?Olog;ical 

re . .terenqe:!i, r,efl.e-~t tr~iti:ons from an ec1r1y gto11p or! Jes.us •· tellowe~ 

~q subscribed. t .o an E:1.J[jah..GhristO'logy.? ll' so, a) wei would bave. to 

,eat.ablish t:llat Mark. ,tqS· lare;el,y a, compiler. ,o'f ali'eady exii:~tine;: 

t.;raditionsJ b) we' •would have t .o. i:s.olate ·t.nes11f tr~:i;ti~~s ae o,~ing .frbD1 

. a "pr-e-li!a.r.kan'• s'.ource; ~d ·e) we W9ul~ tiave to ·pr~sei,it gpod ~vid~c.et 

that th~ a\lt'hQt .of tnese- J:>re..¥arkAn ·sources used Elijah mc:Jt,ifs preci:s~l;r 

· t"" · . + bl;sh an· Eli°".~ .. i..-illent1.tv 1.or J:esu:s. fne first assumption -so as . . laf ~s:~.a ....... :. ""'" , · ·" · 

•. • •. u , . . 1\: ,~ ; _ t,-•e 8 ; w;,ff l!ark, 115icl~ l'r-om his own creative act:i.rlt'Y,', 1:8 gw.,.,e ,,....~""" ..... 1 .-. · · 

. ,_, 1.:.:1...- ..a.:•..;i ~-... t~on·. as a coinpiler •. 18 Attempts t9 i$ol&t.e pre-Ma:rkan . . :P,rouau:...,., l.4,l.U. .1. .uu.. ... · -.. .. · • 

. . l'..-ll •·ee h"'u:e met: 1d.:€h v.a.ey;ing degree~ ot suee~a .. l!ll!>:unees, as ~ s,~ · s - , .... -

I , 



C.. Foundations to.r I:p9.µ::!;ey mto the Qiiest:ion 
of an :6:lijah-ct\rist,o1ogy: 

R:esJ:~.ai-ch into the myr4d compoJl.~qt~,, O'r· perieoptfs;, ot· tha New 

T~~tame'-n,t ~ been greatly in_tl.ue.nced, by, iJ.ie :wrk ~r Jt'l:Uiolf' Bultmann 

and ~. Pibelius, th.e exponents· of th~ "~lassie" fol1!11-cr.iticism 0f N.d 

Test.ament 1.t't.era.ture.19 This :is -a differ,ent, kind or f'o,nn.-crit,.ip-i:;;Jm 

(.~yq tit~ "ar~a,l.Qg'ieal II f'()nn-e,rltic·ism discuss:~ m the pred:~g ch'aptt;tJ-. 

Areta.tog:idal fpr.m--criticis:m .ana;1ys·~s' a: ,ro.rl.c' as, a whole, a whole defin~ 

by its :i;;a~. Cl.as;sic f'.orm-c.riti.¢:i.sm,. .di) the 'othe.r hand., .oan be de:scidbed. 

as foli•; 

• • • pr'imi.t 'iTe liter~F1 e~t,.es-s:1.on lllq.kes ~~ .. of . mnre or less 
:t'ixe<l literary .f<J'PIIS~ 'l'!us •t~oz:'.!!l.11 or 1-1style 11· consists not ,merely 
in t,he ch(jiO~. {If words, and eon.stru,etion of sent~ce~ , . ,b:ut in -th~ 
wttoJ.e ntai'uiQJ' o! ,pr,esE!nt-atioh which constitutes a.. µt.er.a:ry eafrego.:ey,­
·e;.-g., 't>hc:i d~pute, the miracle_ stoeyi,._ t:~e po~ted sa~g, the 
dis'.cd,l.ll"S.e.. It :is :pn,dv:c~ ~Y' the- defin:1:te needs and v:ttal lllal'li­
.f"8stations of tll~ c.QlillimJlit:r~ and -steadily' ev:olYe.a, subj'eet to 
de,firti'te in't8m.al iaws. 'that: tnans.c-end the infil:ndua.J.. Form­
.c~it:te~ln: end_e'a.vors QY,' a study- ,of tb,.~_se fGl11lB and tbeir lawia ·or 
de-r~i◊~n.t t.9 establish the ·ty.pie~- ~r :pr.in1i,tive fo~ ·q~ ea.~,i 
,<::ategQ.r,1, ,.g., tfla ».ypical . Jilil,"a~l~: . ~tory.~ '.Ch~s,e p~im:it~ve fol'1ll,9 
ax.e: then -used as no:rois :to shed 11.gl\t ~ll- :the ,gr.~h of~ :hbe Sospe.l 
tra4it,i◊ti · .in geneial,, an~ e,ven. t~ i;,st~e, the h1$to:3'._~a.1 ra:1.u.e . 
of ,ind.iyiclual p~s~ by ,(letect,ion .of seco~d.a:ey modi.:f1ca~.1;ons _ot 
th~ p~inti..t,iye f 01'111.::'!0 

"'1. . . u • •t· f··0 . ._.a1t inc'.l;w:ie,. "I-sayings", ·scl\olast.ic; d:ialo_gues, .i.,neae .pl'1Dn 1.ve- ......... , .,. . 

b •. . h · . a.1·. . '1..o&. t.e,mnA lO,OJia i . narable.s') an.d ~cle st(iri•·• 21 J:.O,~p ,.J.~ a,90,pu;uu ~, . __ !::i . , ro . 

T, ·. . b :.:m1•-..1 a· s·peeif'ic Sitz •im. tebon-2? •lfh±~h- nveaia o eac:Q. · q,an .. e ass.:..c--aui , . 
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sonie.thihg abo...., th;;; · - · ... 
• - .U:11 ' .• ·. Q C.OJIIIlllll:t.tv ·from,_--~\. h i,L . . . . 

· · ., , · ,m.1.C ;i. S'Pf'~ ·$ a. re:ult gf 

"collective cre:ation.1123 

·Bultmann ~I.aims' that. the e-a· r:i,.. · ,. · · •·t 4'' - · • 
· : - ., . ·4# c,(Dlllun:t r .1.:oom lfhi~h 1:Jl'e mir~cl.e 

.storie~ a.re d~ri~ was .He118 .,.;.;.,.,1,_,. .~..... . .• . • • ,,,, ,;,;: • , . 
· · • .,-... .. :1:1 ... c ~ •O~l:glll,__, ~ti_:ienne T,ro~, wb<:> 

btlilds on Buit~•s WQ~k;, se,s ·them .a..s refl6.eting very early P~~th­

~ trad'itions. Tl,;i,s cla:ting a,nd pl.J.ud:ng ot the lll.-racle :perlcopes 

res:tiJ.ts from T~e1n,t.:s desire to :root the ~m CQr:pUS of Marlwt tirradd.tion, 

and Mark him,s·elf, :in P.alest-ine; accord'ing .·to, b;is th.~~ri,~, Mark w.a:s 

en~ of th~ "seven G.re~j:a,ns<" melit:ibned. in Aots 6 ;1-4. 25 Tbi:s· GreQ;l.i1U:l 

•t~rk" 'Wed Pal,estiJXian. st.oriQs tha:t ·go back to the memoey- of' wewitn.~ssesi; 

the Sitz .im. Lab.en .o.t t,be pericepe:s is tbe pneaelimg . acti-vity or· the 

' ·-- .t·:t, ~6 commw.u. Y°'• 

. '/ ' ' . ' ' 

Troc.m~ 1 s •wo_rk, fs, in:t;en-aive· and d:~ta:Ued:., ~~- Qft~n •oft~-~ k~'Eth 

±n~igtit~ ~o ~h·e 'tt,~ o! Marie. It woul(l ~e• that a ea~e c9u.ld be 

~e r~ tht• e~tence 0£- an· eaTly. Elijah-Gnriatologt- by; briild~g .on• 

bis work:- :he :eosf.ulates a P-alest!inian loc:ale· and milieu for Mark, and 

i ,sc:»lates, wi~h ijtiltmann-•s .help, pre-l(arl(an s.o~es.. Qne :Ntluld need onlt 

t ·o undert~e a painst..µc:ing 'textual ~i:s of the· ·m~~ prom:~ing ,Jrel"i-­

<:op~ listed. iQ ·s}\ow .that 'bh'~ 11c.~wt;l~y- :i:iead" ~re_::rs-t!,ld .bJ' ·,t •he •s~crnes 

W¥ t:o see· Jesus .a, Elijah., 

·t,7 twe impor\a,it -i,eakilesse:s.. F~s$-:;, Troe.me' a:cee,pts tinoritieally 

BultJDalln ,
8

. (~d Dibel·i:Qs•) ~igid sc})eme: fer eategQ1"i-z.~~ the, ''lortns 11 

o-:r- th· New Tes-toe:nt J..i'..tertltl:ll'e. Laurane~e k.e.GW:ey ~as .li>9itnt.ed.. out, - . ~ ~ 

--
1 

-.-·.;. ...... 1:,..,..,.,,..1 8 . me~liodolo-.. wbieh d,ilute its usetulness s.evei-a;r ho ~s, ~ .0u:a.-'!"·· it - - (~ 

·t · . . ,.. .. .. ·t .BUltmahn's con·eept ~t ••c~unit;y creat'ion14 is 
.0 · ~ mqg:J.ry • ·r U'O , - - · · 

. ,. ,...,, ... "" ... ar-ce, is stimulating and not. e-reati~e-~ 
unc.onv,:i:ncb.ng.;_ !I.th•-c_...- J. · 
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'8~ahsive ~d ni't detem:inatln. • • the ~l\oice· ot definite means to 

~ definite en(t i~ ail~-s p,en.ona:1 .. k .,.,'Zf· "'D...,. . . . · 
, - , .. wor • · ~I.U.'t,~• .JJ atite'mJ!)t te 

e~tablish a, "ty-pic:al. f'ol"fil.1,1 is ~, ,r d - 'id.;;...i h,,. u-.d"I. 
· · • ~9 . er• · ~ ... ~ ~inl~~ as arbit:t'a:ey; 

·m fa.et,. b.e a:_S$erl.s, we have no ri~"'"' :t ill· · · . • · •. ·. • -· . · · · ~"• a . t:o dec~e .-~hi.ch Jla .a "~ 11 

1 
28 'C\.. " ·, .. ... • 

.1;0:r.m:. ~eluded frcu "D.:.,t·,,.,.,.._ ·•s· ·~· · ~- · · · • ·· 
· - · , · · .QUJ. -- · ,i.o~ ~s arr, men~i.on of biograpb.i:.e:al. 

intent, and lt~itiJ,~y views. tnd,,s 00ilaiss'i.9n $ "md:ieulous. u2j .In· addition, 

tbe 
1
'laws of <iffelowi;,nt·11 'b1' which tQ?mS. supp~s~!ig' qglve do not square 

vi'th tne taet.s· of gosp,~l, fie:v'eltptient; while Bultmann\•s fonqs tak~ 

about. ~e liWl4r.ed .~a.r..s, to Jt'tolve., the gospel. tcradit,i~n, lie.re tQ~ 

i:n. f a;r 'less t.• .3° Finaiiw, ¥eSinley argues.,. BultJiann. c~ a~l5eri 9!ll7 

tpat .pr,imitive forms. are ttmor;~ .. ·ol' l~ss 11 :f~;. this ·"renders rigru:t 

cl.assifi~a..tion. an, it.!J. conaonat_ant co•c:I'.J;Jsie.ns Wlattainabl'e.181: 

The ;sec;ond ~jo,r ~akn:e~'s ~ ~:ro~~•e th_eQey lies in. the way .ne 

d~on~~rates bis .assUJ!lpt'i~l'.l ,ot th~ ~-al:estini.an ord.g;in o.r Bal,tmann•s 

typ~, and a Palest~ian P.l"OY~nance ~! '&i,k itself:. Trocm~ s~ as 

,mjence, his cl~~~ et the illf~,ren'b "forms ll as they .are Dlanif'est in 

Mar~. Tqat ·~to~ies ~ould have eiiigina.ted in -Palestine lll.a:r,' be grant.ed . 

. m~rely 'by- p:ro'Qabllity,, e:speciilly it we ~ai:i un¢tSver Arama$ps beneath 

the tu;t.32 Wfi~n Tr.odD.i a.ss~nsr, h~.ar,; ·t1-&t th~ entire gos.l)«l was. 

assemb~<l ~d ·~eted in :Palestilit., he, OY~r,ste~ ~)le evhtepoe. More 

sigrd.i'icant is t~e fae.t1 that Trop:,'s .metl'leci t'or dating t.tie, ~~ricopea 

and tlie' gospel is fault'1 • :ij~. 'beg1ns It enJ.uat:ing. 11.cont.rover-S'y dia""!'.' 

1 u ·th... - .. -· ... 1-:•1 8 1 Rabbhlc li1;•eratlli"e) he says, and .a~ccQi'dingJ.7 
. Og).le~ - _.J! ..o.--~ , · · · 

..... t "-- na1• 'f;'. "-~-- ... J..3. 0 io°'"'. . ,. .... 1,._..; .. cal. apoplathe,gma r'C!S$Dble. l!lld'rashilll -s •· ..,... _c; _e;s ).LI~• • ,., -o .• ""'~ 

a)!)out :the iives of :rat).bis; ~here.fore the;, also are ·P~est~.. B7 

· 1.. · • , . d. i · s'es the t!I-sayings ~ and: par~les, he merely t~te time Trocme· · • sc~ . · · . · 

. . . P,alest.irlian-a$' it t;his were ~ foregone conclmirm.. 
asserl.s th~t they; are. . · · 
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It i$ ·~:Lear tnat h:e: has basea h" . . _ . . 
- · is ~ntir'e ae~er.tion of f,al.e~tin.ian 

proverumee for Mark sol 1y 
· · · ·· · e Gn a- f4'ltt verte$ in Act~ (6:1.-4)~ a:n,d ~Qtl 

.su.pposed parallels with 'Rabbih.ie. iite;.. ♦....... r:r •·'Ii. . 
. ...,a1.1,-,,;,. o.e 1,uUS assum&s tt.l~t tb~ 

Juda.isnt of Jes~' t~e was tha,'t ef the T-•--,,a M,J/1 uu_"" -h . 
, . . .~Ql;l cu.l'L ... ~ , a . common .,;. 

er'I'Qr ,in. New Testament sgiola/ 1...t;, •t.n..:. • · · · . ., · . • · .· . . rstu..p. nfl.cen Vro~ c;an C'l.te bro~ 

11
pa.r.a:llels 

11 
~t":fecm miragl.e stories and ril;lb:i:nic. ~al4:).~, his Ji1ethocioJ.ogy 

enaoles him to ~•t .ttis ~:idalce ihto _a f'ram~r~. ot. c).a.s~U•.i:ctat.ion~ like 

Bultmann•s.. 'l'hough,, ~s· • ,have ment.ioned, ·A~S111$ eeulit point. to a,. 

Pa:lestmian Qrigin· fop som~ .peri.c'Qp.EJs., we cannot grasp.',tne nat~, 

Siu im Leh~, or ·a.tit.l)'pr 0£· thes_e pericopes witih the same sm-.enes·s tha..t 

Bu.l~ cauld., The tw ma,j'or ~es:se-s in T.i'8,enui1's theory- make it 

i.tllpossible .to billd .upon his llcholarship in s-$;ar~bir).g f .or, .~ Elijah­

Christ.olog. 

It sho'lµd be m~tioned t)lat eti1'er a:btempes han been m,ad.~ to isolate 

pre~rkan mfracle tra.ditions I in· mr· 8piniQn wi:-th little su~cess. Paul 

Achtemt;JieJ4 .claims. tt>. have isola~~ twt, ·erc;les. of . uw-ac.le stories,, or 

ca:~enae; which .he s.ees: ·as. 'pa.-rt o.t a li~urg :lifhicb .. c·al'ebra~ed· tip ·ep,-i­

phanic Eucharist based Qn :brt.ad brok@ '.li(ith the Thed.os· Aner. "35 Eq.c;h 

or the. two eatenae end:, ·n:b.b, a ·f-t)ed~ mir.aele""1: ''teeding 'Gf the 

11:\ll.titudesl~-that is s':lmil~l:'.'.' to· des.~rip\i~s , of ear~ qelebrat'icna of the 

Eucharist. Since·. Mane' 8 · eJ!!pb:a,.S:~ ·qlll the ccmtr.a:lity Qf the . cross pre-
. ~ ·: - . - -

,oludes 'this· Eueharisti~· Ohristc;,;Log, the pre.~r-kan lit-tttgy was broken 

. . .. . .... h """. J6 ""'" . ... u:p an!'i set hito a matrix -~~lr .~pbas1zes ,i; e res~..,,. .. ion. •· .1.ul:J· ~~b 

liklly canctidates f&.r the c~esition· pf ttiis litvgy ~~ ~e C.o~in~­

.a ;;..__ "II ·-co·r-. 'l. •7.:..18 11 :·22}. Achteneier iPJ;".esents. to us an allur~ 
.L~.U~ \ . . , _:7 1♦ •• , _ ·# . 

. · 
1
- •b d ... · .. j·--...i.-apositien of verses l,r1d aources that 111a1 or 

concl~ _ on · ase Oil o. . -."' 

--, . --""'"'-h;:;·.,a '"o "o •--'t.h eacfl other. His tJieor:, tit.i3 :iJit~ may n~t 1!1a.ye· 'had .a,&,.,, .. --o. "' ~- "-" -· 
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evidenc, of &rkhr ·;~contJ:ag.Jctory" use of Elijah. .Does -this a.r:rq o_t 

verse·~, tva;)(en· ~. toto, p~dve _an e_~~ ''Klija,n_ Qhr.is<tol'QQ'l'? Tne a.nswer 

m:ust ,l)e in.. :thr, tie_gatin,. As I ••nticm~ be!'~re, l aiJ1; nqt aware of -arrJ; 

s~'u.4y ~ich has att.elilpted to make such •a ·c~~hon, o:r o/ ~ parallel 

st.~aes. wh,iqh, 'both, sUP.Port. sncll a theo'cy cµtd a.:14,o 'lr,itb_stan'd. ,scpolai--J,y 

G.la$S-.i.eai to~criticism ot· 'Mar.k.an traditions, has on.en 
' ~ -: I 

sup~inipo~$. an ,a;rbj,tl'.a.ry and :rigid s~h~ or eY'Olut.ion 1:2.pen a .group. or 

sou.re.;~ tth~t., if anything, refl:e(;t t..h~ .c;~sld$ra\:>l~ fluidity of religiotis 

imageJ.7 in the Jen,sh~eU~$stic warl.4., It. · is· :.i.mP.p~sibl~ t~ prove., 

•at. t..bis pp,±I,.t·, ,.et,'p;e~ tJ!.e ~e :of a .particular image o~ f,igg,re in t.he 

Pf.l;Ssage ·;m. q:ues1ti~ ind:ic:~tes a ·cerl.ain liter,az:, style, cm ,the. pa.rt,. o,f 

nth.~ tile, a¢,)le>r o_r the, pericope .Qr .the; redactor,. or ·wti.et"er it ·indi"'""· 

cat-e$ t,fy~ ~~ten:ce ot' a. gr.cup or early Chdstians- ldte bad adopted a· 

·fq~ lUijah-{hristo1ogi':. 

What then do we Jilake ot :·Ka-rk l:laf'f. ,a,nd lO~Jj? ,.resus is <t?'.iY~ . , . , 
into. t.h~ deserl 't.'9 :i,e .1;empted by ,Sa.tan in i ·:ia, arnd .t~ account;. • 

. · · ·t ~lrlnh. - ·s-'l..:i--ce to .Elijahls wildenieS'S 
&l,~..l';r noted.· bears· as r.-.w'6 ,;v ~.&.ciQI _ ·- . .,..._.,, , . I 

... · '{IK io· ,,, 17: •6)· Jl'Jsus• disciples are linked 'With Geha.zf .in ~GJ.01.ll"n . - 7:9.-, • - • · . . · 

1·1·t ; .. ~ AYn:1 anatien ·seems )D.O$t senaj:ble~tk- has. 10 :13. !{ere, ~ · er""'"., """"r';,L • 

•. .. . . . ~· _,..a ct.....a tra:dit-ions liihi:ch 1:tsed. .,.El.iani:e mo.tit~,. l>ut eat,}le.r. w.r,.1.tten or ~a . -~ 

. . . _ _..ie:-~,. .. ,., idology ·other th:~ ~:q~ p~r .and gl.017 ot 
~et to r~f'le.ct 8JXI p;u;.. ~ , ·· - ·· 



Jesus•, Elijah stands in Mo · · , · . . . 
" . • . 13J~s footsteps <.as portr.~yed ~ Kings,) ; a. 

writer could 'J.Dak . J: ' . 
· · · e · eSus ,:re.sembile EliJ~ (ev;m. ,nd.ntent4-na..;tly:)' merely 

l?1: using Jil'osai."1 wilaemess m<Jt,ifs, t):le- nl,UllJ:ie.r. forty:t am 'tb~· ccn!Zept ot 

ha.v:inu angels, p· ,..... ..... 4·..:ae· ~0-od .~ .. t"' d. ,, . -
. ,o . .. ...... u.u .L~ . ' -·· u_e., eser.t., a,1.1 of ild'.ltch an, f'o,mit, in 

-<Xlus • ·wtiat is mdte like,,..., is t'l.-t J:·· •. . . .. . . 
~ , .. u1:1. es.~ ,parj';ak~s, lD' thes:e passages . ., 

of Ellija}i:'s literary t-.YpOlog. We. dis.cu,s:sed ·~d Cri:t;;;i.~i.zed ttpbJ.ogy 

in t4~ •Pr.eviQ'llB cha.P,t.er1 as• an exeget:foaJ. proc~ss•, i!f; i~ r~augb.t 

witp :c¼ng:e:r it 'USed. as a basis .!Qr ,:reco.net:ruct11i~• hist9.17.. 1lowy~r., 

~ '1:1. J)Ur'e1y l:ltera-17 c<>ncept, ty.pole1g,y, lliakes !ltms.e: .Christi.$ tradi\iOJ:1 

~laims· t~t J.esus did certain ttiings ;, :t:b~e things resefubla acts per..: 

f'.o~· }:Jy ·a majer JJiblic.µ figjlre,, so tlte a~llo1':, i,dllle •ihcorpDri.ting 

t '.t,le writ.ten tradii.i.on, adepts the st yle ot the :BibUcal ,fisure in hi,s. 

Thµ prQeess. r,ie,eci not be l:in}ce<i tt> a:r.r:,· Gh:ristolv· whatsoeyer-,, ~ 

.£act, t~ere i,.s evidence that. :mi.jab is ap~al;';Ul.c~s in th'~ .Ne'9f' Testamerit 

~:re 11ot ,tlre Jl'esul:t, ·ot· an. Elijali...Chr-ist~),O'gy,. lb L~ 4:124:, Je{lus,. to 

empha,si~e the-.r,;e~ tor ·(:;hri-stian.ity: 1;:o spread to the .g~l,l.til,s, cite$ 

Sl_ijab's· .i11i~cle· f&r ~he wii..q:ow ef Zar.epato ·as an. ioolmple. ~ · Mark 

7 ;24!/ ;repr,e~~ted a,nyth.ing et.her than a. literacy c.onnect·ion with ~ J~ ., 

na.d the" iJ:l f..~ct been a gro~_p who· ·s,ubseribe.d t'o .vi' Eli-jah Chr..istol-og:y; 

Luke would p® nav.~ Dtade this paralle:I in hi$. ,h~. 

'The l .it~ra:cy eX.Planaiilon :f'or .J·esu.a I l:ink:s' with Elijah. applies· when 

we sp~ak Qf b.pth tq~ author.-sretlaqtDr Hark and the, or~t.on ef ~1 

~it-t-en tra<l'itd:on-s that Mark may.· ltaye use(f. P.aul Acht'emei,er1's ,exposit,i~n 

~· . . . .. d "'--i -a· cle steti&s may: be· accur~te, but. their ~rr~~~ OJ. two, st~an. S: o,i: JII.U. · ~ 

mi. . . ", .... to th·e· .~ ,..,c:"' oll', s literary- P-teferetceJS:. !iJal"k miglit gbt }?e 'du.Ej 0,.....,, .. · ".__ '" · . 
l . rd.in 1: J'I Or th · b~ve. loved .symnetr,, ,and ar,;ranged ~lie· JD!frae es a.eco . - .·. g ;r. , ~ .. _,. 
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D, Klij~_, _ John the Ba,ptiaj;,.,, .~d'. th'.e :i:d~tity 
ef JesUst Textual ~en;_ce, 

Qne: c~ot. ·prove, as 1re have se~, tna:t Eli.Jab: i _s .a DUU"k~t· lbr 

pas>s~g~~ -r.ela:tin~ to t.he beliefs et 'aJ:IY C)ir;i:~tian. ·sect, I1)s-te~ _ _,, t 
:beJJ;~ve :t'that E1ijah is used-as -a. lite-raq- anj exeget=i~al tooi i\'1. Marl<·' s 

effdtt,_ to-; define Jesf'QS' idJntitiy Y.is ~ vis John the· Baptist,., and efto~ 

whith had · p:rofound .i:nlpli.'e.a.t.ions tor the: en-tir,,e c.onc.ept 0f 'Christian 

sal.Qti~, nts~<:n.7, bl ·the tint cero;.tley C.E. 

As pa:ri .of the ptoces.s· .Qt totsnUla.~~ a . salvati~ hj,._5.tort, lUijah 

:l.~ made· ,t,~ pa:rticip,a.te: il:I e.v.en.t~ wt,;ich e2nyey the theme, qt· th,e, 

"Measian.;i.-c- Secret.'" Who, asks ,Mark, is this won,d~l'-'fOr.ker who tries to 

h:id~ hi.JJ' mir~Ie_s (l·:_,f¾t'?4J ;3:J'.~J; j:43} 7:36) and bis t:rue identit~ 

(8-:27--)0;· 9 :9)? Eli,ja,h ·appears as a p.ossj,ble, a:)$wr ·in 6-;15, and agailii 

in '(hi?. '-The "r'eal•• an~t c(1lles at t.h~ se,pgranhi.cal c~t,.e.r -or the 

,g~spel:: Be\e:r.''$ -d~clarat:i()Jl; in 1:lr:~8: ·tha·t Jesus is ~ · .EJ.:ij'ati• but; the. 

Chl7:i:st" P~er is upfield hi hi~ -cieca:r~ti.on at_ the trans-fisuratl;'on 

i.... . . th th"'.,. ~d t9 ·7) • ·T,_ re;nro-r.ce :this id.ent.it.7. both Moses ..,.,. n.one a . e-r '. .. ~-·- .u,;, - \ . • .,._ - -- ~- - · , 

. • :- , ... -. , ·-· ·"·i ,..,,.,•.-aticm shovinrl +'•'- '\t Je ···us a,rrd llliJah, V'al11:$h. cit' the·, end of the -1rrtans.1. e,.... . , . . . . ~ l'-!14i . $ . 

• . . .. h· li-ps·-;.1 bet?• ot -th.,m, anti 'd~'clar:ing ,that t.h, 11&.Q.~ n•" 
AS a p.O)l'er •-~ e~. ~ - ·· •4 · - . 

· . . . "' .au'f!iers·edes the Tor.ab ~ tb& Prophets· ( as &:,mbol. .. that -J:esus t'epresep;~s. .. v -

• · . ,r,-,:i.;; ·.·.-"')...:t;)le two majo.r divis·ions Gf Jewish S~ripturea 
l.Zed oy, M~sE/S' aJJ.i, ~J1$u, 
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current in Mark• s day. 

Mark is. ·al.Jne>st as intent on· t u · · 
e ing us that John the Baptist ~ -

Elijah as he is on tellin t · • · g us hat Jesus 1is not . In l :2-3., Mark c.on-

flates Malaebi 3 :1, Exodus '23•20 and Isaiah 40 'll38 • • • , . · :.,,- to give us a pic-

ture of a solitary messenger ~eying in the wilderness, preparin:g the 

~ · o,f the Lord.. ThJ:, text hint,s at the coming of an Elijah. Who is 

thi "Eli . ah ti? Ma :s J • rk answers in the very next verse-: 11John the Bap-

t~~r appeared. :in th~ wilderness. 11 Le$t. there be any coof'u5ion as to 

who John is, Mark has him appear in l:o dressed like Elijah, and. has 

Jesµs d,eclare in 9 :li3 that, John is Elija,b. 

It is clear that, the Elijah figure is used dramatica.ll-y by Mark to 

sep~rate Jo}¥\ and Jesus within his, eschatt>.logieal framework,. but.,when 

we seek to establ ish why be IIIU5t do so, we are plmiged into two additional 

problems: 1.) Who wa._s, Jbhn the Baptist, and why- m~iop bim at all in a 

gospel which ernphasiZ'es the primacy of Jesus? 2) Why is El:i.jah, 

,specif;i.c~y, used tQ separate John and Jesus? In the f'<?llowing pages, 

we :will review recent scholarship on both these- questions. 

E. Who.Was- John the Baptist? 

Jolm the Baptist, like Elijah, has no life oI bis own within the New 

Tesztam~t. 1n f!'feey place that .John appears, the Evangeµsts attributes 

to him whatever words are needed to set tlie st~e for Jesus• aativity. 

Mark brings in John the Bapt,~t· -to baptize Jesus; the conflation :in 

l :Z- J gives John the authprity to do this as "Elijah. 
11 

We do n.ot hear 

• til 6 ·17- 29 when an account of liis death (1'lhich of John agal:tl un :•. · , 

· l 9 -. , . 5 •6) is inserted into the · text. t9• explain why resembles Esther : -.u., · 
h t Jesus was Jolin raised fran the dead. Aside some peo,ple thought t a 



from 2,:la...19 'Wer.e J·e , · 
· · • , · · · sus ~ngages• in a h,om}:let:ical.. dispute witl:i /Qhn.1 !;1 

followers, tb'is is the ~xt~t of• M~rlf•,s trea:t'!D~t o! John.. 

Mat t.h~w an!:l. Luka do not ?;dd :app~e,cfat>ly: to o,u, ~o,:wledge. r:it the 

Bapt:ist. Matthew is bothered: by·'the Markan rend:itiqn~ Jml$.t Jesu$,, 

s in;c~ .h" is· PilF..e, be bapt.iz~ fu the ·r:1.rst pl-,.c~1- · ,\cc0I'dingly:, h• 

·pol;'t~a;y:, ,Jesus ,as · ~swering:. "Let, tt b.e. so now; tor th~ it iJJ titting 

·:ro.r us ta :Nl:fill all rightegu.s1:u~s·~n (3 .. :.l.5). Luke. supplies ~ witb a 

. .fan~5£ul b'irth sto~. whien .r.ese:nibles· the bi.rl.h. of Sainii.el, · but. the, st.a?;.Y 

·z:ut'rv~s only' to .further subordinate J9hn to Jesus. lt ::i;s ,im,posa:1,ble tQ 

tell. whetlter JDhn,1s te.a:chirigs fn,· 3:7--14 are ~~ his Ololn. The Gospel 
+ ~ - + -

According :t.o jPhn eomplet.es. tnis . pi'oces's' ,ot suber.liihat~;, J·otm • s Q.~ 

.f:'Qnetipn is to witn.es·s to "the. l.i~ht." (l :!Sh ·Each of· the tbr.ee 'later 

gos:i:r~is t .:ri~ 1;.o d,eal lt(itti .. th~ ~rr::a~E!~~ ta;ct. t.~t J,ohn ~ptt~e,d Jesus 

•:i;n Mark~ Matt)l~f{ i.n$f"J;°t's 11 ! rre~ to be :papti,zed by you and do YQU c~ 

to .gi~?-" (.13·;1~~.. twee sep~rr~tes Jesus• baptism r'l"dlQ Jqhn fi.~seJ.t;..._we 

l)~ar thAt John. fi~ g9ne t'<> prcisQ~., and !d!!.!!t "now whm all ·the people 

were b~p,ti~~, an!i ~~ J~us also, had been,· bapti.e~ and: • · prq~g, 

the heaven wa,$ :qpe,ne<i.. • • "?9 In. othe-r words, Luke t.riej:i to 'bypa~s 

d "' ; • ;J .. ~ ... . ~ .. -· .. i..."" .··- th.~ t'he mat.t~.1" by- ~lega,:,irlg it. ,t'o ~ depen en" c;l4use. ~•'~" ._ 

Bai:ft·ist h:illisel! ex;plEµn wha~ haR,i)en~ on that, day,:: 

I did not kriov h;im; but '£or t.hi.~. I ~ . baptizing, with .1ra.ter:, ~hat . 
. , . . . . aied to Israel. , . • • I saw t~e .Spirit descend 

he. milg~t: b~ :r-e1v,:e > _n and remained on hiJn. . I n~y~s.elt' di.d. not know· 
a~ ~ d~ye, ~~om hea:; ~e to bii¢i~e w;i th water !a3A. ·to lJle . "lfe .. c,n. = ;:! ::e'th.~ ~;girit ~es:end .~d remain, t 1hia 1s be who· baptiize.s 
with the H~~ _Sp:i,r1tll (1.,31 :3J). 

, . . ubordination ,of J onn to i:es'W! in t)le t.hre:e h.i.t~r 
The progttess.1.v.e, ;t · ·· · · 

. ... • th t ,in John,. th,e Baptist deni~s ·1;,hat. he is 
· gospels ( tio t)'le point · .a ' . 

. .. 1 t · l• conceal the ,tact •£hat' Mark ,appear.s· to 
ElijalU) ~ee$; net comp ,~ ~. " 

. ba.,;i:.. ·.:,,,,.. .-a_ the ·natu.ral.~prelude to bis . iilis~,iona,ry-, 
ccmsid~r, J. esus ~ .li'".LQ»A _, 
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a,ctivi.ty., ang ~es no .•ef'.i"ort ;.. . . . 
· '· · "0· tone d.~'.Wl'l John's N>;l.e :in tbe b:aP'tislll 

at all. Thi.s wouJxt .seem. t.o ind ... . ..,. . . · · 
· icatce .. hat, b,,ist.g~ically;, . Joful the, 

Biaptist enjqy-~ genuiJleai~ trem ·.,i . • . . 
....., ~· ~~oUS. ll)d~penden,t st+at'Ul'e. Hints in 

tb~ gos.pel:s •S'.UCb.· .as in ~rk .<·t-\8-19 and 1$:e J :i;. show t.hait. the Baptist 

hat,i many follo~_:r5. • We · hear of th~¢ l'ollowers in Asia: Min~r in Act.1:1 

l8-.:Z-l9 ~1.t .. .fo:Uewe:rs :who had n~«u• i;,ve-n hea;rd of' Jesus I baptism,. 

their :very appea:ran~e· i:n· Acts· is 'a.nst-rµ,c_t,:i;ve · sine~ Luke,, so cop.sutently 

irenic in 'ten:d~1-z, ,ni£nimiz~s the conseq.i;ie,:1¢e of any rac'bi:onal movements 

and ,P.r-o:l>a~ often aJ.t:ogether 0mits ~ mentiol.l e1r· san~ :f:J't U}em. Jolm 

ev-en aj>pear,s in t.li~ Ari'tiguitie.s of .Jos.ephus ·?'IS an em:iJlEm.t,. fi:ghteous 

figure who h~ bee.n ·executed by Herod (Antipas) filr sed.itie~... It s.b.ow..d 

~ nQteq that. n~.$ti~e ~ .J9s-e,ph'!l$.1· a~count- do we hear of what the 

Gos:pels desqclbe a,s J·otm•.~ cQief ll11;!'$~ag~--tt~e · nelf$ o·r t.he 11o·ODW1:g· ·ene,. 11 

From the sourees mentioned ·above.,, Qhri.s't.ian ,tr~t:~on, ~ :fa-sh'i®ed 

tha follo~g cQm-eosite picture, of John 'bhe Baptist·-: 

.J esus nad. been start.ed or led to start ion his- career as God•~- pro-­
phet, proclaiming the speedy .advent: of the. coming cataelysndc 
change,, ·:wnic'h he style.ti the :&S:hgdOJn oif G«i:, and which wras, to be 
God •.s final and.. l:ong:-delayed tw.filµne,nt <>£ hi~· .an¢ient , romi~e, 
-when, he ~·ta.w his · ehosen peo.ple reaczy ror· thtfi.r uni.que destircy:, b:y,, 
the .. wildemes.s preacbef Qf ·~.ight:~,Q-q.sJ1es;s, Jgh,,n t.h,~ ija.ptis.t. Th.is 
latter had l"ec:ognized Jesus, a~ h~ ow:rt· grea,ter sucg~ss~r whos.e 
adv:ent. it w-as hi·s principal fti,nc'ti<m t9. ,:eroc.la:ixn. Jesµs na1 
been:, even if in. a way. tfr~t was· ~q,ue~ o~e of_thos'e baptiz·ed. by 
J ohh-;. had prob.a))),y been .for a time one 9f John's fellowe:rs, if 
.nGt an ~ctual. d:tse.i:plt;1.; .~ a:t ~ ra~! al'p~~ently ~ot beggn his 
Glffl. ;ihdepehdent 1caree1:-- ~s a prophet _until :~o~•s ~r:rest ~d dea:t~b. 
In a word, here was the ;¢~wer 0to . _the p.ei-s7stent; -bn0:ugn ,oft~n . .. 
to~ed-clown. que-ry,. 1fWhat ],f:ld ·~h~ ~a~enter in Na:z:a.r~th t-0 lay as·ide 
his too-ls · and f'a!llilY' respons,i bilities an4 to appear' _ ~s, a .~rophet., 
·apparently the partic~lar· ~p~het liing .. fa:tet?,lq by .. Mases.'.. l.t •'Was . 
the md.ni)itey: of JQhn t}tle B~pt,~7:t! ~ut i5hort, . l.n ~t-llD&q wise by- ·his 
muro.er ~t, the· ha.n¢J 0.f Herod Anti,~as .• 4 · 

As Ehslin coirinients, tn$s, •view bas sUITiV® p~babl:y mo.;re by m.~a,nEJ et 
., ~ + 

· · .•. t •a; • . ,_ than thro· ,,ah a 'real s.crut~ of th~ s'Ourc·es. 41 e.msta.nt repe J::i,1vu . . . . · ~ · - · · · 

.New Testament -se.~lars.qip, on th, ot,,b~r hand, •~s tak~ several 

j 
l 

. t 
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a:pP,iroa.◊hes to t,n,e ·p:i,oblem of John th O - -·· _ - - · · ec .1,1&y.(,:lst . The mast prominent 

apprQacb has appld.eq. \o John the ~LP.,1. t ·th,.,i-__ _ .. _ . 
. oa -~ ~ me. - used m . t,be search fQr 

th~ !_iiji;at.oric-al Jesus•~-11 Althb,,,,.i. as--t.r l:t tJink- • ·_ - --
. · -- - "'!S'•t _ "~ er " • points out., the 

ind.ivid·ual uniits of th -G · · 1· · •· •· · · · - - · e. ospe - ·tradJ:t·,1;on yi:elq.ed vir,t:µa.lly no infe.mat.i(!)b. 

abo:u,t,. J.e.sll!S t .flat was not col-dred. by the f~ith of the earfy, chu~li4.2 

(and. tl.ie-r~;tQre adJ'udg·' ,ed '"'""'e" 4 -b,.e·· ··as· - a h~~t-or·1.~c--"' · •\ th 
. _ -~ .i.,...,.a, --~ - _..., . •·<,W;_ -sou.rce,., _ e· a_ppa.:r--

en:ti.y t-ru,stwottny citation ill •Jos~plJ..:us prainpt_~d ·s'C_holars to see ever:,--· 
. ' 

t,h~g about JQhn as P,:-t:eq()1!1fnantly- histori~al: 

The. , ve17 success ,or· the· John...q_uest led t-o its .tuati.Qn ·an t,he iey_el 
~ -~$t?r1.c~ty ~- Etert, :~n_o_gp~ph o~ __ Dolin: wtµch thus .fa,~ appea.r,~ 
L W:U1k wrJ.tes .J.n 196a.J :has dealt- nth hm .lrom •the :point of vi~ 
of ~i$tori'cal biop.aphj. Scnola!!s l,lav:e ccm~istent.:i,Y, reg{l.:rded the 
.~arly; church I s the'0logical .Preoeiiupat1:on· witfl John as sim-p:cy _so· 
·m11eh pfo_qs. legenci_:; as ,myrt,hologieal or devdtion~ husk t:o be· 
·,at~ipp~ oft fn the search for the bare kernels of liist.orica.l 
fa:et-.43 

Tpese "J:i':ves 11 of Jo.tm h-ave· all he4. '-tb: h.aI;"mo,niz'e material that :ics· q'l,lite. 

c9ntraditto!'Y'; &.ttb'~ · and Mar~ regard Jo-~ ,a'$· ,El;ij~, '!oih_ile L1Jl,e an~ 

.the F'ow:rth Gospel do net; ·the; _Bynoptics b~ir_ig ~ohn· and Jesus into 

c:ont:act· ,onl-y at the ti.mt, of ~ptism, while- t he -~ou.rth Gospel ind.icat.es 

a period Qf cQnt~gt; 'the $ynogt,:ics: begµi Jesus' Tnin:istry after -J-ohn ~s 

arre15t. :. wtiUe thi-s, '.i$ ,s-~ci:fical~ deni~ in th.a, f-~urtt,: Go$:pel. 44 

This. type of hami®ization. is, b~st ·epit'Qmized ·by ti:he work of-C~rl 

Kraeling_. 4S In his ;'.i:J5tP. of· J<i>hn11, he t1U"l'l!3 to a,il ldnds of sources 

_..,,.J d • ·· · - ~ -1-- • t - f-1 "i , , iri tlie enormous gai;is in our knowleage ·ot Jofui. ·-™ ,1:;c;i.p.i..u,es- "' .J.J-J,;· - - - • -. 

H, ~. _ . h , . _g .. -s-.t. rn.n.a;"'- ri. he asks, 11 caused John,' s a!lienat:L4n frlm , El i,.-Ul1\S _p_sy.-c ~.J..q .,. . • ·"-•~ ,,.. , . ' · ·. · 

T . · he tums to the ·Lucan inf.an.et narr.ati~ (J).: a:oc±~y'l" .9 .answer, • ·_· · ·-

r- .l.ih p~e·st in that story,, eoup,l.~d with the fact that the import~c~ a ,., e, ,., ... - -

- _ , . Jewish cust<n as,a,;'iat,e the nat:iOl.lµ deliverer 
John, does· no.t, a.s lf?iS · . - · ., - , 

· . . · 'hows that Jolin ya;s of "pri~st).;y d~scent, 11 ·and 
wi.'th the Da:vidic Una, s · · · · 
- . . f '.;, ~ vi th the if landed, rural. prle.sthood.. i,44 
KraeUng a.s,soci~tes .JQhn' s am.......,. 

I 

' ! I , I 
I 

; J 



59 

-Jt>hn would normally hava. be, . • 
·· · eom.e a pr:i;est, and eriter«t into the . .life 

of t'l1e J.ert1a.a:lem. pr±esthcr,,1 . ,..,,..., 
• · ~, U'-lli--, 

This. ~raol"dinar, use of text's lµld copjeciture~ .coni.i)lues ttlrougft.out 

Kraeling's 1'lnl'k; i-t is no -su.'rprise, then, tha.t h:is desc'r iption of tni,, 

relationship· between. John and JeJ1,tts, -.e.rg~ ~ a; re&ta.tement of ~t th~ 

Gospels 'W'Olllll. ha:t.e us belieY~h R~garg;i.ng t,:he ro~tion_ of gG)~pei 

traditions ab~ut .John, be ~ites t 

·Ea:rl,,Y Onris.tians )mew: q! tbe ~r_so~ con,taoi;, bet-ween Jesus iind ,Jotqi 
and _- o'f tlle· words tl:rn;t J~su.s- h:ad spoken aoouc John accol'ding hint 
•a: hli.gh plae~ ·-~ _tlle' div:il:le e.z.'d~r .of saibvatii.on. This inf'ormati.on· 
they t:ransmitte4 gladly not .only .beea.u·s~ ,of t _h:e .promi.n-enc.~· qf J.~lui 
in theii' day- ar,.d, g~n.ei:at-ion but also b.ecaus~ o'f ~h:e. e9n:v.i:~ti(5n 'that 
.Jesus and John reall~ be-longed. toge.:\ine)'.48 

And as· ffl~ards \lll:19.!t ~an b_e seen as -so.1i\U1. Jii,stprie;ai. am~pg 'tb.ese 

t :rad.it..ions-; Kr_a~ling :falls back upQJ.'i ·tne episod'e ot Jes'U$ t baptism 

:(as •recounted bY' all three Syn9pt,,i~:,) as the so-J.e •example-: "• •. • 

on~ one who· h/i4 nimself a-c_q~pt.e,'4 b.lpt..-~~ ,a;t the hands· r.>f ~o'hn could 

have ~poken of 1/i})e .Baptist as Jesu•s did., and 11'0 one Qt .Xe-sus
1 

j(µ.].owers,. 

•d '" t · b~ th-. ...... re 0v the (ZQnflict. between t,h'e1.r faith and t ,h:a:t-is . \4:t"· cu as • ':'.., . .,.., ., 

.t-· J. . . , .. ;l,i.. · . ~... "';,;.u1· d i..a-. .;,.. .... ent .. d an episode that seemed to 
.0.1. · ·· .ohn· ,s ci,l;,Uier"en~, n v - '' .• , ... _....,. .~ · · · 

subordinate· their 1Jlai3t'f)r. to Jo1m.tt4
9 

. . ·11'-- l·h,a_ f'·s m" ethod6lo-.,,.,r. involves the a.ec~pt.anee ot tbe 
Basically., ru~e . .... '"I:? • • °" 

. . •·t t;an4s as n.istorical .!a.Qt• He th&n spins ·a st?r:? ten,• e.xa.etlr, as J: s . ' ' , . 

. I 
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ba~i,d QR' his own .exeg,tJ;.cal Princ1:ple'S over tlie sw.c~s whe:re ppe text; 

is ~A'IDt~ In at~er woro.:s,, !utael1ng Q.~s cowt,N~ted ari ~labora'be" 

piog)."aphi.~al Diidra~h;: ir). t.h.~ p4c·e• 9! tradi'.ti:9nal .exegevi¢aJ. prlne:±ples ~ 

he uses Jn'(),d~r.n: oh.es l~e, .psychology an9, ~thropolosr. Th~,, John• s 

·1:1:ur;r J!lal\t.l.e and, leather 'g:i.rdle were no\; Wo~ by h,im in, .imitation ,of 

lliJah,, but ~eoausa such cloth.~~ ~ . -an 11elementary ~qui~en\ tor· •a 

wil.detness $,Ojou.m. ,,.so If s,o,. ~ wuici a: ''la.came g.c:,spel like ~'tk 

bo"th~,r :~p m.:~i9ii :John'',s dress? !.na.t. ~ aU\h9r· could hair.e written 'tibe 

verse witn tlre irit.ent to _portr:ray: J9Jm as Elijah. a.oe.s not occur to 

Krae~. 

I }Jave dweit at S®.t~ len~ll i)n Kra:e.ling-ls vi~'l'iS not because tti~,-

ate either sound or con~ri:_~ut~ t.o, Q'ifl" :im'd.er&ta.ns:t:iflg, 0£. Johri or Eiijah 

but b~cause Krae~.• s lf9rJt· is o~·en. cit~ t3JS c,n:e ol •the thr.e" lea.din~· 

moriograpns on Jotm the BaJ?,t:i:st·. 5.i The ·c.0.mplete ,~~·senc!':! or ~ r.edactiQn.­

critica:l- ~pproach fendel"s :KiraelingY:s bO'Ok of quest:i.0.na;l)l.e :u$e~ e.~:Pe.ciali7 

when we. consider the fa·et that; cit all the passages Kraaling us~s to 

build: his a.'etailed 11lifl'e of J0.Jm·11, o~ one :is, ht his ~ssion:., 

hist,orically reliable. Thus-~ :hi~. "life ,of J~pn 11 ,is ouil<t .. on a:it-r. 

One. would r'ight~ th~ tA?-t ·th.~ biQgrapbi~, approaeh -.rould. long 

ago nave. been abaJ!1d.enen., bm; the ques•t for t_he h:i~t.O'Tical J0.hn· stiU, 

-c~nt--inues .• _ '()n,e re.ason .to:r' the cont:i.huan.c~ of the biographical appr<i>'ac)'l 

was the ·,discQveey af ·tlie l>ea.d Se.a S.crolli at ,Qumr-an. .New Tes_t~~~ 

S .. •: "' ... rs e"a:ex-i:w g~t~ discoveries o-f "parallels'" 'bet.ween the life re .eare.i:,"' ,. ~ -'-'J 

. o£ the, Quam-an e.9~µnit;1, and early, Ghristial'li:tt; t.he S¢r.oll~ see.in.a t.e: 

val:!d.at:e- the ~~st-~n.ce at the Jesus..-\y:pe in f:l,.rst ceri:tucy, J~a.-isJD., a.n~ 

- .. . .. f··~·her the evid~ce support_:ing the hi;sto:ri.;city- of ,01m. to. c~m~n.t eve;:,. 1,1a.n, . · · · · - ·· • • 

1 I' b • ee·'n· t,\.-... B. a-nt: .,;_..,. an· · d: th:e· 'Qumran commurdty d:ricl,µde The 11~arall:.$ S ' 81,W ' 11.llll' "' ,.un,. - . ' . . 
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a s:i..milar interpretation of Isaiah 40 :3, asceticism, an: identical 

,geogJ"aphiaal,. environment, and the rite of ba.pt,ism.:52 The· f'irat reaction 

:to these •p$aJJ.els amo~ New Testament scholars was to declare that 
John was an Essen-a (ass· um➔...... f h .... ":6, o COUX'se, t at :it •wa:a the Essenes who 
inhabited Q\Jnran). A!nong these was Jean Steinmann, whose study af 

John finds clues to the Baptist's behavior and life in almost even­

sector af the bran literature. John's baptiS111 "obviously'" recall_s tbe 
&s~e baptism. His diet of wild honey and locusts can be explained 

by a Damascus Document passage on the perparation of locusts {XII, 14,15), 
and his abstentidh £ran wine .a:l!fQ tollews Essen-e practice. 53 WQile he 

admits that this evidence al~e cannot prove J~•s Essene connectio~, 
Steinmann restates Krae-ling Is question: 

• • • how coul,.d this .son af a priest have had. the idea of ab~donin~ the priesthQOd to go and live ip tp,a dese:r:t? A prophet . =does not .rise u:p witho~ education or prepar-ati:on, Where could John have- draWI). his int~rpretation of Isaiah in terms of th.e et!d of the age, or -the, idea of tlle _ ba.ptJ.Slllal rite and the principal: t~at~s of his teaching , so different from that of the synagogµe? Only -a l)rolonged contact nt.h the Ess~,es c.ah partially illuminate thi~ long period o.f his life, regarding 'Which Josephus and the SYflOptic trad~tion a.re eanp1-etely silent. 51+ 

Steinmann expl..ain:s John• s solitude by stating that be aust haYe dropped 

cut of the Essene conmfunity- at Qumran1 draw by his sense o,f calling to 

prophesy in·'the desert..55 

Not all news @1 the. relationship bet~_en John and Quinran have been 

this extreme:. Lu~kily, there has been a trend :toward moderation in 

-regard to "pal'allels" in general, especial~ a& they apply to John, 

J d r-..--an A shared interpretation o! Isaiah 40 ~, according ~us, an --~· • 
t,o John Pryke, does not. nece:ssarily s-how that. John was an Essen~; be 

not-es tha_t the des:ert was a· meeting ground tor messianic pretenders.56 
. . t .: .. t out several import.ant differences between John Pryke. ·goe8 on o po..... _ 
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ana the ~ - ·. , · ·· ti· , . . . . 
· · · · · · e®Dttun::i. Y' t~t ~ 'tlee.n overlooked: 1n ·tn~-ini,tial TUS.h· 

t,o f'~<l -~chae,'olQgical •~proofll :ffjr J'Qbn's historic:ttr;· ·,aJ!Wn'g lhl:{89' 

differ.en.c~s. is ·th!e fact ·tltat ,fol..-.. ' I':3 :r1n'-li · ···t· •· ··~ · . , · 
. . v u r--u c ac 1Vl!uf was "CtmtT'ary .ie 

the st-1:ict lfit,IJ,dra\ifal or. the. ~an ce•D:1mit,~ an_d th~ ''ba.ptisa" or 
the. tiwo groups (:..m c,.,;,. s·pe-1• 0 ., Jnhn a·s ..... ... ·· · • ., :1. 

· ·""' -• · - .J: • ~ · • .... ,,p .. ~~;~ng~g :a, -group.:, ·was used 

for ·d:ti'.fe. rent ~••T"n .. ~-_;,·_ •. 5'7 p .1~ .r--.,l'"v .. ,.... . l",1.n.e ,sees John as st:~~- ill ,:th~. main' 

· S'tr-eam of Juiai_sm·;, ~bus, ''hi~ connec.ti.on. wi.tn; th:e sectari-ans d~ing 

his: ministcy.: is impo5..sj..bl~,; and th,e. rit.e he. adiriiriistered iB, q,.u.te 

dif,ferent in eha!!a¢ter :f.'~~ the·fra:,. ,,;/! 

Studie·s in the relati~fd.p be.tween J obn an!i ~an itave be.en 

cl:.o:uded PY th~ fact that wor.k on ti\~ 'Bibli:~itl portiqis of the Dead 

s~a SeJi'A'ill!, h• been, as .Orlinsl<f has, po:i;ri.'ted out, .qu-~t,e t-aulty.. A 

eh.ief· ~ause rJf t,b,i~- n~• 'bee,n th..~ r.e:lunc.e by mbde.m schelaw 8n Kitt,_;):•t,s• 

apr,>ail'"Bitus in t;hl!il. Biblia Hebraic;a, whi.e.h, in its C.it..atians of In 

man~e~pts, . .h~-been prov-81). alniost· wortpJ;ess., ~9 ~~tier· faet;_or bas 

been 'th,e tep!ieri,9y of m~~rn Biplll;l~ sch~l~rsbi,p. to att~o,1:1. itsell 

eagerly to the. mos.t. .r~cen1; ar¢~ae.0}.9g~cal ·finis., an~ use them:, 8!! "prgol'" 

!Qr p-articuL.:i.r theories. Orlirisl<J ass.es$.es this. trend.a 

Ano:hke,t aspect of bi:bii'c:al research ti-hat the fruit$ of a,rcnaecilogy 
have unfbr.tunateJ.;¢ he~d to b:riog :\;P the, f'ore is. t.he· .¢utrent 'V'.!llgue 
to equate 11par.a.lljl:i-sm11 'wi~h 11p·roof-il, to s-µb.s'tit'ltte th~ ~itation o.r 
parallels· ·for reason~ a.~~t. .. • • W}ien the c~td:fq~. t,~a 
dr the, seeond and -first mU].ennia .a.o. -~:I"~ ~coveN'd earlier in 
t;he t\"-3ntie.tb c~ntt11:i, ,msat ~~ more .natur.al t ihan for -soh9lars to 
jump pn tlie· H:tt:tft.e and' otb~r. lian<iwago11:s cllld fina _par~lel:!:J :i,n th.e· 

,nios.t unlikely-· c!8'. w-ell ~s likely places·? One ma::,, teadilY, recall the 
Pan~.ea.oylon.i,a.n-'Hhtite school.;, m:id the. ,o?s8!sion or: Hugo ii.nckler.; 
or t,h~ tri1,.rlng 'bac~, :0£. _,~ost ev.~ deta:i.~ ~ . the_ F~igte.uoha1 
la~ a.s-sQc:i,a!:,,ed wi~h, Mos-es to the .laws or HaJtlli\JJ.rabi. 

In the, c:ase of John ·the' Baptist, the gepgraphi.cal Pr~t7 bet.'lfee1l• 

Q\mlra;n,,anq: ,the oo,rdall would .make. p~illel~ betw,een the t'N'G -more l.lkel;r 

to 'be. mea,idngf111:-- But s'lippose ther:e• ~:re' te~ or twelve. i'leci.usivt!! 
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••c.(!)lil!Jruntt;;~s •i sttiJ.. buried in th J ·- ·--- tr-,, · , e O,i.•u.c1.u If -..,.,e7, ~ch ldth i t-$ ~ 

intePJ)~tation of S·eri:pture? John m.1n, i-<,-ve res ..... 1..1-iii £ •"-
. • .. -.,. ~ , . ·""""' ""il ope .Q ,.,1.em even 

mo17e. t-han th.e. E~~el)~s; he Jtay e.v$n ha-ve be,e~ a member or cme- of: thes-, 

,gtoup_s. The point is tpat we bS)ve. ~o "!JaY et k;o.ow;ing w.het)ler· John was 

an ;Ess:ene ·or :nqt.,, nor ean any extra;p.ol&tioo. froip. the wsti'.ng ~'°'.i,denee 

Prove tilethodol.og~cµly SO\md..,. W$ ,can sal'e1y as.sme that. the ·sol1rces 
. - - . , .. •· . .. ···~ .-

inl:j:i,.cate the e:tisbe~ce 9f a r~li~o• lead~r, p~bablt pos~ea~ing a 

Vi vi.Ii. escijat-b'logi.cal vision, who had a t~n\'.ioU:s :iitd~pehderit stature. 

,~ tbe- anci:e11-t w rld., B~ond ·this, OlU" sourc~.s· are eithdt sil~n:t .or 

t:iave 'been ~hrist,:i:ul:iz.ed., 

F.. Jo~ t .be Bapt,:i,.st in th~·, Gosp'el. 
.)\e1:p_rd;i.ng ,to Ma.:rl · 

Given Joon-.•·:s tame ~d W,luence., ife m~t -n.ow: .. as~ ~t tie .ts doing· 

in •a gospel. dQm"5n$bed. by· Jesus. •Answers t-o t.bis· que·stion· haYe a.lmQsf. 

ihirar.iably been 4dlldn4ted Qi a Christo:J;.o,gicd app_roach,; 'sehoiar,a tra:ee 

.John's ·role 1in ·the eTolving sel.f'-identit-y of Jesus himself', O:F in the 

Gospels:• developiJi.eht ol' J'e:s,us I Cn:r±st-olog)". Two e.xai:np1es of· th:is w~_· 

appr,,oaeh follmr. 

, 1 R. A. Hammer s:ets , ou\, p.t~iJJ tQ· de(in~ ·EJ..ijali.!.JSa ir,ole in ·tl:le 

Je.sus-John re'lati~$1\ip. J,1~. ~~.ins t;he 41d.iscepni.ble -shp.f't o;r 

progr ession in . J9-s':u$ • n~ture .~tweett tlle. ,gQspelsu~l as ·a port.r~a.l 

fiff Jes'IJS·i expa.nding conception of himself'.. Arter: po.iriting out the 

.num~r.c:u (:l!te_r~ey-) p.arall~s wft.w.een Jesus .and Elijah in tn.e Go~'pe.ls.,.6,2, 

•he ¢'0ll'eludes •tbat Je;gus was· awatt; or th.e st.ori~s ttf El.i•j~ in. Kings 

an.cf con~ciousll• modelled hi$. beJJ.a.vi~r on th8!Jl. Th\.1S, 1!9~0Xl$ Hammer, 
. . . 'C''li.j """ 63 & - ·""i: - - , "' . . . - nes Jesv.s p,roba:bl,y -thought. ~f, l!ims,~lt •4s ~ -,. - u s s~,1,-aware s 

· • .. --~ 1.. - er. .. .... d Jesus·• meas1anic- role became were dominan~., mcre:as-" .. ,owev · , -~ .. . 



. '· ... • 

., z, 

t,h
·~· $..~ja.h tole ~e ll0 .lQJ®S:tt stU"ficient . t:o deser-ibe J_esus-' 

. a.cti:iY-itt;. 
:th~re:r-o~:;, J,esus• iieelared John the s.ap1,~81:, te. be Elijah. 64, 

A slight,.l.y. mo.re, .sopbis\,i.ciatea Y.iew• :i:s R~sept,ed. bii J. A. T. 
i · 

Rol:>anson., 
5 

John tJle BaP:t:ill:t-,. !le asser.tsJ! d.id n.ot .. s.e,e hims.el-! as _ -. 

Elij'a'.h (Jn, 1:.m.J. Jes,ua;.., howev~r,. ti4 (Mark 9:1.3).. 86 Tbe;r.-e is •no• 

~re...Cni:-if!tiaJ\ ··evid,ence, tha~ John, lfls . e9nsidered a. to~rurmer or 

ehristianit,,7.-;6)?· tbe first clear r.~.t'eren~~ to Elijah as a f'orenmner 
. . . 

oceurs in ·Ju&tin Mart);r.6.a In .r~_allt;r., a l).umbe;r e;,f f~s populated 

the an¢iem, eschatol;9g-ic~~vision:;- the-Elijah, fl.gllN., the• ·"Stjn ,or Man" 

£~Ure, j;}te ''Propnet11 ,. anil the ''Christ" are t:reate:d as p~~~ atl,d. 

alter.nati,ve• he>pefl by· the ·ctospe.is: (l(k.. 6:15; _gH~8; J6hn l:·20)',. 69 Je$U$ 

.ent.el'ed. this. )?Uzsard of hopes by a,¢ci,ptiilg.., tb:rbugh hi:s c.ai.tac'b with 

John the Baptist, ·the· ••~ch:i:11 role t~t J9bn h~, Fr:'e.P~r.~ i'or. him 

(as st&ted '.in .~k l:'20).. D:uii:hg lu.::! ea;rlJ mjnist.l'1",. his o~~loolt n~ 

~Ile sailie as 't.l':iat of J,olm; the· plac-ing· ·of the .episode of the cleans~ 

of t.he 'l',em:ple imi.ic.at:es that Jesus-dellberate1y started out;; ~ tQJ.­

f'ilJ.:ment, Qi ·M.al.~¢.h-i's p,rogram 9.£. ref.o~./10 After John is. ld.U.ed; 

hQwe~r... J~sus begins· .t,o gtQW itbeyon«J' · th.e l.fala~i ~t,>l~ ~r El_ijah; in 

Lukt 9:§1~56,., he rtf.fuses to, call down. fire on t;h·e Samaritans:.··~ .~­

jeeti.on of the Elianic p.raetjee and ~ . as=:iUJ1.pticm. Gt a h,~b~r id:8Jlti.ty';:. 7·l 

·Th.i$ ~r~£onaat-ion is ~Qmpl~ed when Jesus .declares• that John .~ E.µjah.,. 

.lor, in do.ing . this,, he has declared. hmelf to be the "C.caing -One.• 

Bot.b HaJJ\711":r and Robihs'tin- begin tbeil'.' 'the$e:lii · ·Wide!" the ii3auu.ption that: 

evemti- ,t:.}!~ New Testameni sqs ;ab,out, John and Jes~ re,.a).ly .h:~ppened. 

It is obrlou~ that. these ar.e ;,Cll'lqJ 0.f faith·, Qt. a IIPdern Christ~ 
; ' ~ ~ 

ke:ey;gm~h even more. t.han ~b~ are ,works- ot scholarship. Smee. thE! 

Go9,.pe~ £e true,. the, must be barmoip:z~, and thetefo"i-S a • place mUst,. 

I 
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® :fl)un~ in. Je.sus• da;y' tor 1s.su1m, raised by the t ,EOCt., Whieh were ~~Y 
. a pteoccupa:ti9n ot ·t .b.e, :later "'"'urch·. u .. ..:....... -r •. ·,i.• .. ,t J · 

~i ... • ~ier s. Vl._f!W ta.Id . , e.sus e:on-, 

S. ~a:usly- iliu,t~teili Elijall is unprovaril.e; :Robinson• s use ot Luke t0· 

e~ri-f7 p,oirits in Ma:rk and John is a ~.l4ssic cue ol m.ixang: app~s ~ 

9,r~~ : , th~ d'istin¢.ive hiato'.t'ical cqn;tex;t beh·i.nd each :sepa:r:at-e -&~s­

pe.1. :iij• shattered ·and a cQm;p()~ite theologi~al. oiogr~phy u er,ected •frau. 

the S.h!i:l'.dl:I. .R.0binson dQes n,.ot; pro~ that Jesus ~ ass1.g!').~ mle.s t .o 

h4.mself ac:cc5:roifjg to Jewish. ·scr.,ipt~'.; ,aince the ;n'Wiiber -ot :reliable 

D~;i.~al ~mes is ve17 small, ~ cha,n.ge in 11i'affltity'' must be 

a.ttritntt~ to the lat.el" cfiur.cli. 

'rhJ;UJ iar,, in our. exploration or sch.9l~:r'.j.y- g~:tnien tl)warii. John the 

Baptist and jes·~, ,-we hav'e noted :tendEtneies. in New Testa1De~t ,seh9l.a?"­

~hip t~t. parallel :somew.h,at tn~· met.liO.doloii.cal errors (IDar,acterl'stic 

of J~s'h 'Scholar.~ltip, on ~ Tatma,itie- ~riod., 72 errors such a,s conipo­

s:ite reconst~ct·±on of (igµr.es-. an.Ji iQ.e:as fi:.0.14 'ldl;le]$- div-e:rgertt' SDilrces 

.and "paxa?le'l.s ••., tneol~gical ln,v:~1:ons into the mtell!.ite'tat.ion of 

so~ces. w tne ma.skin~ of what is essent-:iall;r. JDOC!lern mid:ras,!1 in' t'be 

guise ot ·11scientil"ic ana.ljsis11 er the, ·text.. These. New. Tes-t~ent 

s ·ca<1.l~ delTe iie~pl:y into the workings ot the N.ew· Testament,, and:, 

c.onscious..ly or 1mcoi,:scio.w,~,- r~trac~ tlte. t:iat~ th~ ~hit:h the re­

dactor arrange.ii th«3 Jllliterc'tal. ·Me~ 4,es-¢·:t~i.Qn ot thErs.e- inn.e~ WJ"ldn;gs 

and pat-bs is, pasa~ -of.! as s:c;;ienti!ic «alua-tiqn: of the tms.; often 

tb:i$: .deseri1)t1ve ~via.J:trace .. is ~ited ·BJ:' "prc10£it 9t t ·he nutoricit1 of what 

t,}l'e r.ed:actor wantJesi us to believe in the firs:t puce. Ali we :nave see'1,. 

'the resilt is· ~l:titn ,,a ~r.i\Xliiph82'.lt -%'8,.&tatement, or the traditional v:t.ew 

. ~ th .. -~ ..... 1 as. Tif, •~omeone had torn ciQWl'l a: hQUQe, ~,x.1. e~h ·stud, Q:1. e ma:li~r..,... , .. 

· Hhiddeh" ,eYi.der:ic~. had. been discovered that tl'le Uld. then d~¢.lared. tba.t 

l 
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01,1~ seholar, . h6w~vf:Jr. , h"",. · · ided ... h 
.-..,· &VP · . Ii :e a!orement,ionet\ 4,ifftcul:tiies • 

Morten. Ens1in?J .sees the inereaad.ng reduct-ion ot Je~ 'by.- th:e Gqsp1':J.s., 

fran an• in¢eji.enden.t prop~($. into Je:s~• c6nacieua f'o~el"Um!~, tbe .a.b­

s,~~$ .ut Jase.pnus of 8111· menti:Qn· ~£. ·a 11Sµc·ce$ sor", and ·th:e 6-ewient­

Jnenti(>ns throughout tne ®$-pel.s,;:of J'Qhn.'~ d;Ls,~.1,1~, as .. mdence that' 

John and Jesus ... did nat• know .ea.ch ~h~~: 

Tne twe1v:e· .men, iTist.ructed :by Anollos :c\lld w):1.0 11kne~ only 1;h,: bap­
tism of John., 11 and who. had neve,r 1he~n'l. of· tht:: -ffoly Spir,:i,t, . proyide 
but ar(oth.er' warning that t:ff8"moder.n guess-despite _its wide accep--­
tanc.e it fS< still but a guess-that J'esus was started on his .pro­
phetic· ea.r.ee:-r by John, -was p-robablf for a time ·his discipl~, re­
peat,ing his message,, not, ooly is far le$.s eot-ain than its w:i:de 
.ac.:ce.ptane,t and. repeta;tioh would sugg~st, •but wuld warrant a nior.e 
:$ympathet-i-e conaider-aticin .,of it.~ exac~ eppt;>sJ,te, . viz. , that t.heb · 
·pa:thf! did not, :cro~,. b~t that- the. -St,oti~iil as we. ha.:v:ci! them are tit 
later Christian c<;>nstructi~n, . r~fi,e,c:t~g ~~1,al:'ly att-ESllpt t ·p 
inc'Or.porate Jo.bn l,nto tbe Ch;risti:an pictur~ .• 

Enslin not:es that thfj 'Go~pel~ are s'il~t about baptism. If Jesus- had 

beet;i Jomtis dis,¢iple; Jb..f;. in J.i~ 4:'2, doe-s· J'es'llS ignor-e baptislll'? The 

ans~r, aec~rtt~g ta Ens,lµi.,, is that,,.- 'b)' t :he time the 'G6$p~le'. ~N 

written, . .ba,pti~ pa.cl .~cane l\. univers:al practJc.a~75 .John.' s pre$.elrt,atiQn 

i,n. the. New T~i?'.ti~Jtt •·~ meant to· n~ut:r~ze tb.e ~i.valry between the 

roil.wers ,t>f John. :and: those 0£ Jesus, ·a rivgl:ry. th~\ .had. l>efn susta,ined 

f()r some t.ime. In cid,dition, t .h~ N.ew 'Te~tament authQ11S1•!.1n, .general 

. . . . . . . ..... ,,.b_ t"' ir use .er JQhrl th'e Bapti,st, an einl>arrasi;iing Jevisb 'Q:g.dercut, -thrwl"&:, ne 

claim that the. ea.r-li~:Jt ker,gma was Jalse., C.hrisfil.an~ de~ that 

..;,,d · ' a:"" hand If nGod. is here; th~ Kin!>l-4(111 is , . .,, . · - g 

J~ dispu~ed Ch~ist:ian 



f..eachitig$· by,- citing 1:e·:rses r . s 
ran- · 'Cl'.'iP't,ur.e: had not ~acbii. w.rlt.ten 

•!Be.n.◊l.<1., ,I send: .a mes'sen · ·· t . . 
. · · ··· ~f;lr, · 0 prepa1;'~ tire W;j$ li>etore me,_ and t .be Lorq 

whom. YQ:u seek~ sudd.e* oome to his . . . t · .. . , .... · . . , · · . , ,emp..L~• . , ~- . , Bett8'ld
1 

I will 
send: you ·m · jah th' · · · ' 
• · ·· · · · · .l. e l)r-Qpl't~ ,before t~e great. ar,id t~r.ri.,l)le· ,a~ or the 

W~ '(;OJne~.u S!inee; the· J~~: :rea~.oo~, Eli;jah :~~ not appear.E;!i, 

· Ghn:sti.an. eiaima must be .t'a:ult;y. One, sense.a a re-l>u:t.t.al t-o this ~r-~t.· 

ill .M'.k. 9 ;li-:13.: 

:He.re, ~r~ r~bµts J·ewish ooJ·ections by' dec:,1.ar-in~ tha't the Elijah 'who 

~ .to si:gna.l the Neff• .'}.g~. had inde'ed. c:~ in the-p,erson· or John the 

Bapti~t."'6 

l!alsim 1·s explartati<>t! •ef tb.e ~lat,.iortshi:p petwe~ Jphn and J~µs 

could, I te.e.i, ');1aye some r.~lati9nship w tn:e ·tliene,, ot t'h.e iiMessiarµ.c 

S.ee.~et. n. t ,~t, so pe~ates ~rkt s ,gos.pel. Mark had. to pr,bcla.fm -ai gospe:l 

of Jesus .in a w91'.ld ~ 'Whi~h, a~ the- e'f'id.enee hae: shown,. John was· mont, 

famous. f!e cotild net ·av.aid .John '·S· indep~g;~t stature, l.)»:~: ~a$. i'c;>rc~ 

t 0 c;1rve .a pla:.c,e f pr him. in 'Ohi'istia.r\' theo).ogyii What WS:S· Jdbn I S role?' 

Th.at df f~re,l'UJ)J'ler to the .Ghrist., ~Y .liad ~ p.eople. heard of the 

f().r~~er-, ~ not of thi3 Gnrist.1- The, ~swer is' t.na.t.' the Christ 

a,ctiv~ly cQm~ealect his l!IC'.tiv;j.tles,; he con$tant..ly· ~o;:ih~ h.is disciples , 

. .• , h i..,;...,;i h:""aled. t;o tell no on,. ·Je.s\lS ~ ~a. hidden. and t;he!:,e ,.man e 1--.. ,"f • . 

~ -."' t' '"'· •. .~ .... nobodv. ·had M~ of ltiJJ!. Jnes:s~u-: _u:l.S wa,5, "~V- " · 

. . . ·, "'ueh -tnat as Walt.er W.ll'ik ·nas shown., all t:he Jwm',s sA.ature ~ - .. ' · · · 
. . ·· . . . ·· Yl'nint et 1salva-t'ion hi-storY,·; 77 the. "gospel. 

Gasp~ls make John the ttU'Jl1llg r- · 

(Mka i _:l) beg:in~ wi~ .11im. B\lt, ,the i;i~W•· &gEI only' 
0£ Je(3'18' Christ" • 

I 

l 
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begins 'Mith John; Ch:r.i,st-ia.nitJ has given him "· hArman_,._ , .. . .., . "t' 
- . ..f• - r-- ,;;,11.i. P.1aQ4' :in 1': s, 

·sq,t.eriQlggical tram.ework ·.(-.~ h. ad · - · · 
- - - - · ... " · to; for J~ru:i•s· sta-t\JS and lti:ghte.ou.sness 

eoµld. n~ be ~ored:." · but ""-bi' .. "rol ·· · -· , · l , . - " "' · e · is Qne that is et~rnally 'S.)lbs;e~~nt 

't 'Q. .r.~.s'tUJ • Tltus I the Gos,pels. anae:r:e-a. J • '"h . ·- •,;i. ·• • .. . . . , . · . · ~ - . , • . . .ewi.. .~rJ:vJ:b::i:sm iqgeruousl-y- wit_b 

th~ eqµat·ion 6:f John tc;, ·Eli.led), ~4 this· ·e.q:uatidn p'tes~~e/4 J-e13us,• 

s~p~cy: as 'hl'l. 

~t. \J.S n.ew til':rlevi' this pra:~ess as it appear.s -1:q M,a.:r:k.. ,Let us, also 

as,'~1.ttl):e 't-hat a :tt,pical r~ade.r· ha.~ hea_rd of .Jabn, l:>ut ?lot Jie~tJs. Mk. l:: 

2-S o~s 'ith~ gJj:spel. of' Jesus Ghrist" with a. des~l!i¢ion ot a iil!!'S;!ren,ger 

wh9• :is t.o COZi)e, who lf.ill fi:tltill 'the. eom'l:at.eid. prophecies ofi !s~ 

l+O :ia and.. Malaehi j .:J... :A.. read~r, opening Mark l'<0r the .f'ir.,::st. t, me, wlil.d 

e5~.ec;:t tnat thf;se y~~·ee 1:.'f3i~t t ·o Jes:g.s wtie .bas j~t ~~ menti,oned. in. 

l:J..11 _H~ver-, John· ~pp~s• instead; ~ .is the- voice in_ •the }(lld~mtsss 

in 1 :4. 'l'htlS., , J~hn I s fol,lowe~• ate g-ivea an• inlmediate... e~la.natioo for 

his .f_ame _and . g.reatpes_s-he· ~~e in l'tili'illment of Scrlpt,ure. ·The reader, 

is r~incd~ tt¥i.t tM$ -is tne ~ospel of Jesus, h~-v-«r., in i ;9 f -,J0.hli • s 

teaching$ :have ~ee~ eclipsed: by his p'.r'®laina,tion of a 11c~. one'. " 

J~s·us appears, and )(hat ·follows i$' the r -ea.l '11:g9spciJ.'1, the exp~t'ion, 

of how Jesus, has _gone rat ,bi:r1<md.', the "mess~ng~r.ri rQle or· John. John 

baptized him; lie ·was Q'ne. o.t John's follower~,. btl.t he was' rtia.ilt· t'h~ 

hidden Messiah.. Notlting in l:l.0-11 ~dicates that. John or; anyone b~t, 
• - . I • • 

Jesu$ s·aw the he.av:eni!i •open.E!El and ~e Sp:i±i.t d~:fs'e.e.n.ding;, this eould 

,,._ b. .. . ---, -veiatlon t<i> Jesus. lt is, ''- Tevelation which £'Jave ._ een a ,perso,"'-"• ·~- - · · -

d 
• .·: •• ·t,- ·the wildemess-as )(8, have inent.ioned, this need net ~rives Jesu.;, 1n o .... · · · · - · • 

be in imitati'on Of' EJ:ijah, but :re'fJ.f:lcts tp.e g~eral fund of Mosaic 

t~add.t.d.o~. 

John d?es rtot appea~ aga.:ui: witU. 6:17ff. 
HeTEt, .tb~ gospel goes into 

.f 
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a, long Par-enthetica,J. eiXP,l,an_ation of wnw- 1• t 4-s · that . th .,,;i-.. J· 
· .,. ... .. ~ome o"\&-"' es~ 

John , ised f · , · · · 
:tf§l.S : ra ·,_ - rom the ¢~. 11:iis ~-ecount iE ~Y. wars res-~bles, 

~~her; Ens-1in sees. pa-~e~3 h~~ with a st0r, cp~i:eled :b7 Dio 

CasS'li;.us, of 'GlJ.e 'beheading -in 75 a.f· H~ras .• -78 More ifiIP,ort·ant .is t-qe 

typol_~gical, parallel betwe-en J~zebel,/illij~ and Her;~:tas/.Jolm,t. ~ich 

he:j.ghtens the bithi;i~o. -impLied id.entitica.t1:on of· _John witb: Elijah,. . At 

'\me T'rans!igura.:!',i:o.th El;ijah appeaI"s w:Lth Moses:; th,e.i.r P.'~$:.~c~r ~ 

rep't"es~tatiyes or tµe 'T¢'~ al.let Prophets, a.long; with. ti,~ "li~av~aj.y 

:voice", valida.t,e,s Peto.er·' ~ ~Ol),fessiw fjf Jes-us I m.essia:hship in ·fH29. 

Mest erucia.l .~ tJie .tornnil.ation .ot, salvatiQJi-:bistory 'that · imnediately 

follows, in 9, :ll-JJ. Wal.ter Wink. n~es th~t •~l:i.e Placq or this ~c(lilJtit 

immediately after. the trw.-istigur~ti-on wul~ 1P,-Ve the i,,ade~ t))e impres­

.sion tna.t tl)is identification of John with Ell111P was 11i-eceiT'1 II '°'il 
the mo$t~_iJi.,?'9 If Wirikis· lv:Pothesis ·as true; this h~ enenn~ 

irnp:lii:cttions for the tcill6:wei'5 ar John; Mark 'is telling t:hem. th.at 

the 1;irue ment.±ty -or their leader· w~ ~ot re.veal~ 1.1J1t,il after h~ 

death, it.nus casthlg into d.~:ubt any cla:• t,hat the Ba-ptj.st made fo~ 

h:imselt. 

·a. El_ijah .. ~ the CJ1!ristian Eschatb:logtcal Fral.il~.wor.k' 

wiw· does Mark l).'se El.ij·AA,, .as Qj:>p.osed t,Q, san.~ ~her- fig~,. to 

fix. John th~ Bap'ti.st in 'liis •s:OterlologiQa;,1 tramwe9,rk'l 'I'.~~ ~l~tion 

. -- ... -•- . • · ed'a:·.i:el"' to ....... ii. is it.hat Marl< used ·a tfgure who ,had that ,spr~#J J.1Il1D; · -1 ·" ..,.. · ,....., · · · · 

- . _ _ :.1~·.:;...~ .... ~ -~os·e retum was widely expected ·m Jewish t-raditiona.lly n~er """-Ql:I,,. d,lll,,l ,,..,, . • • • . 

.. ._ k 1 ..... . o . 6•'1 ~~'f . .-and 8fZ] r,e.flec't &1.1: und.trrc~t,. ot cirQl.es ;- -~ . : 4'""0, · .. ~.,:.i. ·•' -- · 
. . ~ nc·~ ... .;.,g me .•• Sine~, this lcrog:ing tor a. C'omj.ng 

J,e'wisb ;l:.ongw.g,. :.i.oi-· a .__. · , • 

. . . . ul:t of ,Scri})!!t1ral :passages pred:i~ing his a-rrival, o.ne, a.l'\Os& ,as. ~ l'8S · · , · · · 

-.- . . . 1,ha.1> we-re r~levant and made tl'\em af Pilt 
){ark ass:¢D:!bl~d ·the passages . 
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t ·o John. 'Thus, M:.c .. ,~ ,.,._..1 
~·.a"'""- ,ic:LU. po :i:nflu:en~e qn the- :f.itn'es:s of the Elij~ f-igur~• 

f,or Chris.ti.an, :u~e but 10 1 . . , . 
· ' e~ Y un1.1'i.ed al~ady exj.s'tiztg triad1.tion-s • ~th 

a fitun, who wuld fit, in :idtb ,th-.-J,ohn tp.e Bapj;ist. 

But is· this ;rea:Uy the. ease? J,;o·t· !l:h . '~-- . . . . • , ~ . as u · ere 4 no pre.;(;Jlr:ls:tia:n 
evidence th.at Jo}u). · ·. · . .:.--3._~ . · · 
· · · ·· · .: was re~.u~cu. as a forenitiiler •of C}Jrif:!tian:tty,, SO ·there: 

is no ev.idence of a Pre-Christian cc:mfl:~tJ'.gn lik~ that -of l:~~.3· ·in NJlaxd 

to EliJah. .The S:I'!gument af the, ''sQ-ribes•• that :Elijah ... . t .. 4>',r.:.. ~- is _ .. . . .. ....us. come • .1.iiS,u . 

n8t that ti)e Messiah u~~s .a. forerunner hut. t:hat the Messi · · . ... __ , . . , "'. . @'l..e ag.e ui;\D 

it:s prophet:. !n Miala:c.hi,. Elijah ia to usher m the ~ge of the ••gpea.,t 

and terr'ilf>ie :day ot the LQ~"--n'oth:i;np;: is -said o.t· a .suc;eess:or:, nor, _for 

that matter, of •a: ,Messiah:. We. should als,:o, ~ntion the fact that .Jes:µs' f' 

allusion te a "suffering -Elijaj\11 ,in: 9·:i,3, has ~q. basis :in Scri:pt'i:lN'. 

'DC:) ,answ.r t}his qu;estien,., we. must turn to ·s~ of ~Q;e WC>!'}( tt,la,t }:lo;!$ 

been ,done: on the nature· of' the nc~ one•• m Jewish. es~h~to1-oa, ,. su~b. 

as llolilal."d 'Tee~~·• s 'The. Mosaic Escha~o.logical Pl"Ophet~ A survey o~ this 

work will -point, i:,ut t .o us some ,of· th~ difficulti~s inh·ei,ent .in discerning, 

in .a ,particular tel¢, 'lri'lat re~lects :a p,op~r ·be.li~f a.a qp.pp.s~, :to what. 

~ a l-it,er,aey ,ere,a't:,'ipn Qf, ~.he ~'ut,.})<>r· ~t.h a. lite of i;ts own. 

T,ee.pl:e d"eilfutfs the 1'Mos~c JesQhatoi~gieal priiphet" ~ fqllcntS : . 

. An es'enat.Qlog~c0al p,roph:et i:;3. a prophet coming in the mess·ian'ic ·era; 
wbeil. Ql)J;y_ o~e sucn l'ro.;pl;l~ is .an't,i~i.pat.ed he is _re:ferred_to in this 
.study •as "the es,cha.toJ.og.i:cal prophet. 11 l!e Jl\/lf oe the et,11.ef , new 
figure • m e.~·tablishl;l}g th~, new. era, in . which c.ase he is th_e P?"o~ll~,.. . 
Me,ssiah in ei'fe~ if not, m name;. be •'IDIJ:f- be. ~erely· ~ assistant to:, ar 
:.f orenumer of the :Messiah; a tb.ird pqssi9ility is tihat th~ ~:s~ha­
tqJ.,ag:iicaJ. · Prophet;, ma~ aecomparif !,he Mf:?~s.~iah . ,men he c~s... 'l'.be· 
Mos.µc t:ype· is t)le escha.t:o:lo~:ical Pr!I?~et ~o -will be· ~:ither_ ti~osee 
hizn$.e1f return~ to earth. (~osel:i .red~~idus) ~~ th~ Proph~ li){eg 
Kos·e-s on the basis of an inte:rpr,etation ot D:euteronCIII!f l8 .l.5ff. 1 

::U,. ~¢lent tit,nes,, aeeor1:Ung t..b T.eeple., .se'Veral eschatologic'a:l .eonc,ept:s 

~re (:UT:ren.t-. ~ong t.bEilll- ·wa.1:1· t.n:e e9rtcept. of. the neiernal 'f.orah!' as 

· .o•.ll-""' ,...,d the Quinranit~s int,•e:r.P:reta~ion of Isaiah 40:,3· • .S? 
eJqn'essed .. by Amos o ~ -~ 

[ 

I 
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As opposed to tn·· nJ+.i:. .. • , -
. . - . :ts., "!•\,\~·•er verses or· S=c~:i,'ptur.e , along ... ,;"'h "' .""""' ,. . -~. t· 

" n •,-,'.\I ... e~ci,a:J.Il ll1 . er-
p)"e,j;·at i~s of na,bbhic liter.at,ur,e ·, uid b . •. ,.. -

· · , C<i> . .e. :constN~ as. in~i.c,~t'•:$:ng . that 

ttie lJlesai'ani.c, ~e· woulg: •l\>r1;z.lg ·an abr<>gation t:1£ the To--"li. -~ -r -· 83' 
- . • . .. . ,...QI•~ ~..,. a new ~w, 

.1$';µ.a.h•., cf,'e~emiah and Micah . . d t ·h· .. 
' . •· .:. U&e -., · e ,Exodµ:s: ~s ~ :Prototype for ttre future 

era. qf' ~edemption; Moses ·as the le--.. . r th·· w. ... ~ . . .-.• . . .. - , · . ..-er o · e ~µs, wa,s thus the 

P~totypi:; tor· the fub'~ ~SSl,a;tli<: leader,. 84 

Teeple ~it~$ ~Y teld;'s to ·demonstrate the exalta~iOI). ot· Mos~s· 1,1. 

tb~, ancient an4 H~lienistic wrlc:i,_ an ~~tatton wh'ich·-he cla:ims was 

a,ugme~ted by t~e · ~fs.e of the• belief t}.:Ja:t. l).e, h-ad a§eende,d te>. heaven like 

Eiij?ili and Ehoeb. 85 

Te~ple tlle.n. t,:u,mt, to the. New Testament to documen~ k\;i:s claim that. 

~here was a -wtd,~·sP.rea(j, 11·.J~sh ~lie!'" that Mos.es. would retu:rn _m the 

Me~s i<Qllic 4ge. 86 Tl'.le , ca:us~ f0r thiS. belief ·was the "widespread opin'ion 

tnat Mosiae times would r~U:£1if :t~e r~t:urn of !fos,a-fc cenaiti.ons logically 

required th~ l".etUl"I) ,e±tber or ,Moses ·or of , a p~op)1¢, like him." But., '$~· 

T~eple> there was a , ·more ·direct cause or ·this bel_ie!1 

Our earlieat, sow-ces wh;i;cn mention Mo13es' reiurn (Revelati~ ll am 
MaT.k 19) do SO· ~ g91nbina;tion with tne ·ret\lffl ·oI Elijall·. •. • . • It 
should. also: 'Qe observed t,ha-t;,. m bdth these .so\Ui':ces ,Elijah is mentioned 
f~st'. The. Biblical. st.ory ¢if ·EliJ,ah·'·~ as·cens:Lon· reslll:t;e,c:t in ~he' 
,beli~t :that ':Elijah wuld ·~eturn· as the inessianic Pro.Pl'>,et a;n.d ·M,~.ssiah;: 
t;.\lis, ·1n ·:e~, led. to the b~lief ·that 6-th:e,rs.~ ,e~~ci~t t,llo$e: 
translated t0. heaven:.. w.n"u:ld al.so ret\U"n~ :t\lno~g the p);'to.~s cSO 

h9nor~, it was natural,, a.ln(().st' i:nW'itabie,. tha~ Msses·,. tn.e ~~test 
et t:hetn ,all,, whould be includ.~. • • the ca.use• or source o{ tp.e 
expectation · or MQses' r~twm.· ~ :not J?eut. 1::So:.J,.5, .bu~ t~e ~~1uence· 
of · th~ fill:ij~ -tra~itio~s•: .;SlJ.EPl~pi~~ted' by · the .·~eneral longing for 
the ~turn of M®Uc. :blllle~ .• 87 

The return of Mo;ses· ~ust, Teeple sws, be· d:i.f"l'e:r·entiated frQln the N;it\U'n 

of tlie "prophet lik~ :Mqses'' in :OeuterdnoiW 18:I;, wn,i«h•,was ,a parallei 

e!.!q:iectatiort~88 :and also, t~~ ·••~ufferirr~_ s8~t" e1f ls·a.iah 5-J•:12,. 
89 Bellit 

in Moses, retl'..i'.rn, a.c,cor.Q..ing to Teeple, was .n.¢0 fl"'.. widespread as the belief 

in Elijah' s , r~t:urn, the: ,reason being that, t 'Qe Sy1wpt-ic; Gospels emphasize 

I 
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El';i..jah mu¢.h .more· ~rte~. 9Q 

l hay.e,,. .. of co~e, Qmitted the· va_st t.l"acts of detaile<;t •tWid~~ th.at. 

'l'.e~pl~ 'd_taj$ upon to document h:fs ola~~ The abo'll:e exposi:t,iOll., I t,hink, 

s.hO.l.!¥. illti.stra.te .a basic metihod.ologi~a1 er.;i-Qx,- lfhioh Teeple., .and •lllal,17 

ot:he:r ~c}lo:lars of this 1eri'od, cOiillniti. · J:n tiedu9ing ~he real nature o£ 

Jewish e~rih.a:tc;;log:S!ca1 lo~ging·, . Te~le t!ses l.) Bi'!)li~a:i.: cita:t,ions:; 

~) apoceypQaJ. lit.~rature; ~) r.ahbWc lj,t~ratm-e; and 4). gospel .. 

lit eratur~. These .aou.:r.ce.s ·are ··'·.a:rran,ged. into wt}at, :is a v.e'fy tempting. 

seeg~ia: B'fblic,a,1., q;µo.tations ind,i'c~1;e thj3 exist~~J.:~ ot yart,ihg types-

et· e~chate:iogic~ propn-et iR t}te, col1eet4,v,e. con~~iousnt,$.s .. •Ot• ls.r,~1 .. 

'J_';ti,· ~omentU111 or tttese; t;y,pe-s. c:at-ries them. mto the ear.;cy, Ch_rist,_ian er~, 

·w1tere the (1o~.pels and r3tbbinie p-a:r.,a.llels · shqw ·tnat Biblieal. esenato1ogie~ 

YEir.ses had ~e~e tn.~ b~:i,s f.o'J!' )lid~sP.,reaA b~lie·f:. Ne.w 'Te.s.tament s,cho4:rs 

lqgicallf Q9l).e1ude i;;hat iE J~~~ r time th~:r:-e 'tifas widespre'ad, e•ctat.ion 

for a: prqph~ ~~· Jesus, ar Ji)hn th~ Baptist, to ,~ppear., SC't,,i~ure,, 'tp,e 

GosP,els, and. raoh:i nic liteta:ture are: t,1Sed in. ceQcert. to d.emQnst?fa~e the 

.Rtutlne·l?s o! ti.rne11 in J,esus·1 day. Elijah,, 'acconiing, to this scenar.io, 

1raS e:xpeeted · to app:ear at the be.gjnning ot tb~ new age:J, \b:us.:, &1-k use.s 

.him to show that t;ha.t a&~ had ~gun~tlr J9.bll. 

The proilem:. with t-he• ab-c:iv~. ,scep.~:j.o is t'qat · it· is based 0.1'l the 

.usump:t-iion, iDentiQn~ preriouslY,, that t}.le Judµsm ot Jesus• ~Y was •the 

Jui:iaiam of the •ifaimW:· 'and Mijrash,. TeEfple. creates 11typ,e:s i• .or "~cnatolo~ 

.gi.eal proph.~. bai,sed en ve.rses from. m partS. of 'Im~ Bib;Le, ,arr~es th$ 

h · · · · · s "'"d the Gosn-els te •~prov-a;'! th~ a.g;Uns;t;, rabbiiJ,,icr e~_geB'is of t ese nrse. ..,.. . . 'i!' . . . 

,e.x:pe¢t'ation !!Jf: •these type,s ·in the f:lal'ly: .ti:r.st ce~tury. Thi.s· De:thcxt is 

• . . ..! _" N'" th- re was (a.a. X.eeple a~s.erts) wides-pread be.lief in· h_i.~:ty -art.;U'ie~:; .u. · 8 · · · · 

, .i. 1_ ret••,..., •""-m:• ar.e Mal'k ·9 ind aevelations. ll J:uad.s.11!.. '1.f Moses I eveni.ua . ._~,, "~-Y • 

I 

I 
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"o~ earliest sources ·:wtii • h l. _ . . _ 
.- · c men1;;i.on ~es' return11?, Pas,s;i.bly this is 

·b,.eea_\;Js;e the el<>se of .Qeuteronr;m,,, ~ -- •h . . . . _ . " _ · · ~.v., ·"•AJ.:Q. s.tates t~t-tl;rere n~er ~ 

anoth.ecr prophet llke lj!Q~~s., implies t'-.ftt ..... 
8
. ·T. _1:. • . - _ft.., . • 

. •1,q; vu orcr.u is eb~:1:.u.a.J. ; . 1.:t 1:s 

on:ly ·wtien Cnr~stianity mu~t .. origin;a:t.e -an- r--'6 . th"'"'" .. v..,. . .·t 
• :-". .LocS,,. . ai, a n.ew. 4-wse~- m,us: 

·ntum.. Bet.we.en the· BibJ,e, which "oria.t ... ateau t,tre ... 'll:n . •\111' - h. -~ , . ·1 -· 
. c:.-~ ... , .. .,.,es .();&. es-c_ a:"o.:i;Qg- c_al 

Pto.ph'et, -and: the rao'b~ie pa;ss:~s 'that sup_pose(lly ~p~rt t .he.se types, 

lie h;und,reds of years. Mile~ mor.e im~rtartt is the _tact ~b.a.t Christian 

@d· rabb.ini.e J;itera'tures· -$har~ an, :iliiportant f.btindationt the ,need te 

sl1&i,ye·· in the,: fac.e o'f 9ve-rwheltning loss-a !=lliare.d loa-§ ~d a sn~:recl 

~p:riie~¢e which forced. them .to, ~on!.r,ont ea:¢h- other.. .in t;)le c;ase ot 

~hrist.i~;i'tys, ~b:is lo$s We$ tihe c~c:i.rfrlon of Jesus; in. the case, of 

Jutia1~, i;t wa13. 0the fall of, tne T•ple. 

~les,us•' de.a:th led his, foUo-,rs,., in tb.~ir d.~Spair, to ,s·ea.r.ch ~Script:ure 

!-Qr expl~'ati~~ as, to wh.7 the l..Qr9.' :s -out~'.(~r 'wbom.ever .Je:s-us-1 ~is­

ciples tgok him to be),. shoul~ p-erisii be£or.e h,is Jlli.:Qion ~ -e•p],et;;e. 

Jkme S:till ·,lc·cupi~ J'qd~; the Tempi:e, st.ill.. ·sto(?d. ~e end times had 

not' an-ived. Th.ere was n·othing :m t.Qe disciples·' exp~rience to ~ell 

th~ that tbe, w.rld ·4aa changed after JesllS: d1ea. Eri:d.en¢e of 1Chr..:istian. I! 

r~cti.pn toward. \hit s:ituati-OD ean b'e .f':ound m tne· Epi$tl.e t ·o the, 

lfebr.ews ;. it) ean be iliferred :t'roinc t he t•.A ~h1.1t -~~~ Oh~ist±ans saw, tt:i~ 

martyre4 Jesus as 'both. the. perfect ij_igp Fr:i,f,at and t .ne periect sa.cr.if'iQial. 

o(f.er~g;, thereby obvia:ting :t,ne need fo~ i;4e temple long-before. it tell. 

Ctcmsi:de:r al;s? t .he -i:Jllifge17 of the <rucl.ain ,ij!lich riJ:iped. in. tw the: moment 

Jesus 8R?ired in Mk. 1,5:, sY1'}ho;i.±zin~ the ce.ss:atioJI ,qf t.be Hoi,y- Qf H~l.:i:e,a 

as ~e ch.amber tor effecting atonement for :t1'e .. Je~sb peopl.e. R is 

-·1 · :11··. 4''h . . ....... , .. 088 t· lo.-•• --e of' Cbristi.a:ni:t;r I s initial responses c · -ear J.rom " . ese Svw, . .. ~~" "1U ' ~. 

to Jesus· r death ~ t,o ijecl:a:Cr-e tbct.t' the crµclifixian had not ended Je~ • 
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rt>le as a rel:igl,o'!,t& lead.ere,. but had .aetual1,y .i'uli'ill.s:t th-e· Sct-iptures­

themselv.es·. 

J.Uda.ilsmfs loss ·was t · · . . . . . o. come :w:i:tb th:e fall of the l'~pile' it) ,,70 C.X. 

Earli::er, Jews ·e9ul;<;1:. 'Q'P..un,t·e.r- Christian· cla1iins t:hat the Me~sia,b n~ come 

and r'~e.emed tile •wq~lg. ,;with His ·death by: point;Lng to- t.he· Telliple .mii' 

the other instit'qti,ons d:t 'rJewish lfte, wh:ich sti:U, it -wt~ oti\}vli!rdly, 

flourished. '.fhe· High P~d:.e$t wa.s ;still .,a:l;iv:e; , .at~n~nf, C.li>,ul.d still 

be•. mMe • . :With th~ .fall of the Temple-, howevei-, ~~e J~-Christum 

bat'tle aver t.he Scr.iptures. c~e. tcQ a he·ad. ,Bath 'faiths ha4 a -stake in 

their va:lidi~y; ~tb 'tlhris~iilnit:r am ·Jud,ai~Jil ·we:uld nave. been. inte:rested 

in reinterprtrt.ing the S:l,ble t-o fit t.Qe desperate .s,itqat;h,p. 1'l'lidl. each 

.£aced : Judaism to justU, its o:wn existe~ce, ~d.. 9h.rist~ity to c'laim, 

it.$ ,own roots. in anviquity l;>y keeping th'~ Sc?"tptures aliTei-. Ex.egesa (or 

l:>Q't._h gr,o.ttp$ ~cam.(J iv •t:ter il\f su.rtival;. the manipulation of wards and 

:pb:r.:asee ta•, fit the., pl'es~n.t 'be·ca.1g,~. all ·all-c9ll'.suintng· n~c~~.s.itf• Mark,• in 

our op;im.on, is·, th~ o~st; ~x.tant fO'·rma..l and ·eegeti~al a:u.~ to 

de:P,i,ne the lij:e aiid role o! J~us;: it iepresei¢s. ehrl.stiarl.itt' s gra.ppling 

witt1 cl.es:~, death.:, . the· .fall ot the Temple,; a;rid persecut;i()n under :Nere,. 

r~etor$ w.h.icJl, wh.ich t~en .coliedtivel;r, wofild have. s.eeme.d to. :inval:i:.cffl.te 

bo'tb G))ri,.~tian hel:f.e_fs and.· J•ewilh Scri~v.?'$.s. Ma.tk' s aPP?'Qa~· :is to_ sq 

~-b~bqid, t;h~ se~'ipt~s hav~ been: f'U.lfil.18!1; Jesus' death fulfilled 

· ,._.1:1_"". , . an·.a_ .. t1._ ._ .. 5,,ff .. erin_0 s around us ·a.:re the ean'YUlsi~$ f.l)em .tort.7 y.e~PS ~"' u '"'• .,.. o 

G':f the. ~n<t time. John ,tli'e. Bapt~s't, ~ Elijah, and Jesl.1$. was the Messia:h1 

rormerily,, tll,_is wa:s 'h:i:dd.en i~ ;you:, ·wt believ:e it now.• 
t .h l -,1 - al nason~ :ret'?'.O~~ New '.f~st;am~t scho-lars.h.i'P 1:1ust--, fQr ·. eo °-"' ... ~ . . ,, 

• , • ;;,.,I•~ , •· of the Talmud ~~ Miqras.-i bac~ int~ .Jesus' timJ the• r~bbil:l:l.C trau.l:v10ll, .. · 

( t 
.. h t i.. P-"•e· h' ,,. aainst the Phat':i'.s'e,~)' T~i,s allows scholars like 

.-:SQ· · ?- . 111e can • .J'"'.,. - .._ 

I 
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T,eeple. t;9., 1:tse the .rabbini.c· tradition ·( - ;.J h 
- · · - an1;1 . · e :go.es,, -all the. w.ayr t .e the 

t~irt,:eenth ·centu-P to .,.,. • . .1. ·J-J -- . . -
• . .,.. l • -sii. c:l,f,1.sh exp.~c,t..at;:i;on, wt;.ich, -.U'· tbet ~st.ed 

e~r-ii~r, did., not neee~:sarily have the S'"'""e "'.·. . - tlli;. . • . 

. """" . 4:0r,:na. ,1,ue vast meJg.r2t7 of 
rabbini · 1. ,_ 
· • · -· · · ·. c passages .1,iJa:t ~~ cited to J){ii:nt a picfa1re ef . J.ewi~h. belief :in 

Jes-us f time act.,,,.,, 1 '"' co·m· s....,,_ • 
.- . •• • .· • ~ .. e .r.vm pe.~l.t\d~ 'wl'ieq, J\ld:ai:,m. w_ai:i: eGJ11peting ,4-t,l) 

~hristian,i.t;r for the inher~tan:c~ of. tb.e• BiQle! t~ :· r~ob.iiJie. pass.ages . 

toat &:re 'c"ited, to• show th:at.. C,hri~tian j,de.as of s~v,ation ·~ !r-~ -irJ,­
stl'eam· J.:w:t'.a.:ism actualq;· reflect ~nlJ, tabbinic. attempts to s~ize and 

neutralize Ohri.st'.i,an. ideas•. 

As 1,o ~t: Jeaus., . . John the Baptisti or allY ()ther· seetui,ans t,hqbghb 

or· th$.Selves ~ the early ·first- centufy, :r4hbinic "~rallelsn of.fer •~ . 

·clue, °The folJ,.~ p.asij~ b;y' 'l'e~ple. urimtentiol'!-ill}." illustrates thi~: 

From. ·th~ tieath 9-'(· H~r~ tt,.e, GrE!at to the fall of Jerusalem, . a 1.perlQ.!i 
of · seven.t,y.-five ,y:~~:t-~,· eigbt~en $-eparat.e :ihdividuals are named oy 
Jo~ephus. a~ ,startir:ig rebellions, in Paiestr:ilie, .and still others are 
ref errced. t_o by h.:i:m, ~ of thes~ we're,, ·~eud.a.s and· an ·Egypt.ian• Jew,. 
and s ·igr?iilic~tly, bQ~O qaJ,.l!:1'4 tbema_elves "prj;Jyh(!,t ,s •. 11 J.ere!li:ias 
beii.e:ves that these two .m~n, as well as ot~er· ;s,inJ.il:ar leaders of 
f.ihe day viewed th~e').ves. -as 'the Mosa;i4i:· escha.t.olc:>gical P.r-0phet 
beca:u,s1;1 they ~e!5i.red to. leatt the. pepple into the. aes,~l't, or \<(-ildem:ess, 
ev~ -~~· l,foses· had done iii his dar.91. 

If J !~ . i:s co:creet., these fac.ts Qhfy pnTV'.e the Qbv.io.us .:. the. view 

af th~ Mess:iari.ic ~e was st~ W;l.u~nc~ by accQuntis ot the .Ex,06us. 

We ,Jmpw nothing of the. Sc:ript:u.tµ pa~·s~es" ,acb ·of tb.ese propbet.s may, 

have used; "'8 cannot ~ to.at: on.e sa,c· hi.n~elt .as ttte ,proph¢ of 

Deu·t ·· : """ , 0.-.,1-5 . and. t,ha.t anotMr saw himself' as ·the :s_uf'!'.ering, Servant e-r~o-v J:,O. ., . .. . . . 

. ..,. I - ,; ._ .... , 1::.3, Akd, · ;1,.i.-... t , ..... ot_her ,ilailriedv-to 'b.e. the EliJah Qf Maia.~1:ii-
(!).1. . Sc1,.Ld,U, ",J . , .,... -"•~ . ,;!>"• 

""":.•-- .. .. - ·. 11 ha-r41o, :been the case t bu.t it ia a cas~ t :ha.t cannpt be .u,J.~ may very- we . . v 

,. -, • . .. •b·· ·i aralle-ls to Ohri~t'~ literature. Both literatures :PN'ten f~ rab :,..n· ~ P . 

.. ... .. . . an' d -~-rt>us debate with ,eacll other, not neoess$rlly ·reflect a sThnlltaneous · Y"'6"' · - · 

. . . ---J·-.i.. ·d' b. e·f 0·.- .... 11.!:l:t, ·debate took plac•.i Pa.r.'wels between• conditions ·that .e~ fl~ , .1, v 1,a..., , . 

I I 



.. 
r 

16 

Jewish and Cnrist,i:a,n soureeS' ,,,, . . t · ., , . , . , . 
· • ·· ,,.a,n e.u. .us nctt~J.l!g cQncern':iing what kfrld.. 

of E:lijah John, th Ban+·· · . . ... . . . 
. ' . ' . e -~ul:St reaJ..lt was, or WM:t, John, tlbo••n":f; ab' • .J. n·· ,, ' , ... 

_ ., "!&~• . . Ow, lmS.8aLJ. • 

The co:ere'lath\g ·.0£ diff' t 1~.:- . , . · · · · • ,er.en · A.LI.ids of ~cbatologieal, ll!es•siah •:witb 

S.c~j(pt"ilrsil ve.rs~s ·re;illy, av,d 3 8 iu>th:µ1g. 

~ we-vi_e:w: Te~l,' a emence ani' some of hi's asse..:.,;i - ·s ,4.,., . u· · :1:, 
. .· .L•V.J.,..., ~u a . . eraey 

-sen'se; ·howe~er,, tbe _rel:atitlls.h:tps between foh.n,. J~sus_, ant;i iti.jah ,beg:iit 

t :t'all ' .I;/ la 9;2 · 0 · · m.:.,o. ·I? ce .• · •., ' Ratb..~r than ,being .a v~hi~l" for· c;pnvw~g-1ezj,.s•t1ng 

belief's·, we. sho~ti;see ~l'~ 'S:$ an ·attempt to S:ha.P;! 'be:µ.ef. T~s ehap~ 

was, I believe;, r~flected ~ t~e h~gbtening of exegetical aet:iyity, 

in the: period: mn~iateq ·foil owing the ·£·a:ll of t.l:}~ • ''J:'.emple. ":Cfie n:mnerous· 

ty;pes of prophet that, supposed.J;y ~ted ·as :re.p~sent.atiqns of . 

-Scriptural v-ets·es show.a instead. be -seen -as literacy e;v.~a't;ions of' a 

.g()spel-"Writ~r. hold'ilfg out hope 'to .a decimated people. 

This nope "W'Quld .inevitably .c.ollide w.ith 'tn e, .collipe:ting ideas of a 

J.u~sin which so'.bgbt tQ d,e,re;J.ep a (Mw) Q~ Law~ •s. &slin. })as })~intact 

<?V:h 1.hij "s-~r.ibf!S $id 'P.b:ar'i'se.~i!" could n~ve eo~tel'ed Cbr±st.ia.rr. ~~ 

that t'lie l{ingd@ b® atriyed ,r.i.tp Malachi 4-~--Elijah had not come:., 

tner.ef()re .Onrist~ .cl.ain!a :were :faise-. Mark I s. re$-ponse . is ·1n keeping 

vit:h h:is th~ Qf S8C?'.8C1';. in 9:ll..;J.;l J.esus deli-vers tb'.e• "~ve.lat:ion" 

•it.bat. Elijah had. re·ally come, and that 'El;i;"j'ah ''tlaS JQhn ~he ~ptist~ He~, 

1 i...e~' we see Qne 0£ tne .fiI:st .tol"MBl Chri~t,ian codifications ot 
I.I! ~"'"'·~ • ' 

... , • •· -h.;· t.,...,.,,.. "'17-ere had ·be.en no• need for histo17 at :~ . as leng as ~<1.Ji:V~'l.~0:Q .... s V-"',q. •'1 WI . . 

th~ ·~ga-. was lJIDllinenti, but now t:hat . Sc;ri.'pture: itself ha4 in~reas:ingl7 

'be 
. · .1. ed· a· ...,.,.,, ·had to be t6und ti~:. a) expl;dn· the, p.-rese?!to· · . c,opte tt:lrea:11~ . · , , ""...., . · , .. 

.t·t -"'·" -~ d c.1-~...-.;,01v am· b) retain. the .wtliditT of the J~h. 
:S-:L. ua;..; ""~n a.Ii e ·;U""'"·"' · ,,. . 

. . .· · .· "''he first formal ·a.tta;ck .:ui a '"war .of e:lfegesis" th.at 
S'erim,,u.;-es,it Mark was " • 

· . . if:iJd ·, and was :fin&Uy cr,stalliz-ed in Justi.Q. ~&.an saon ai'l&e~ the eruc. on · · 

I 
I 



I 
• ) I 

I • ,, 

! 1, 

,, .... 

.,. '" • 

I I 

," 

1 ' 

I I 

Ma~yr•~ Dialogue _with: T;wphO,,; 

Jn S'llllllna . . EJ. . . ,. . · . · 
. . ey, . l:Ja,h vaa q~ed by Chrlst~ exegeJ;t$ t(, de4,l 'f.Lt.h 

competing claims' < two •· · , · · ·. 
· • · ·· • •. Qll · fretl'ta. F~st; Chr.i~t:tans Qad.. for yea;rs been 

dealing. with toll~wers ,,or·· Jo··hn ";he 1>-...+, . .;, ,.., . I ;, ' 
. ~ . · ~I:'.'"•Sv; a Tery JJ);J.lU-_ia:l, ~QJi'tei:lq.io-

r,aey o't Jesus, We know l l ,1.,·t1'e ,..,,, ........ h .. .a. ··,.,..i,.. ·• · • · 
• "'" v;i. , wJta;v . . e 113!"'&•"; -it t.he, N_~ T~S't~ 

so~ces are ~curate, he was ~os-se~sed of, a ;±:aion of ,the ~i;~cy ot 

the ~d •time, S~c.91\la,. 'the fill or -the Temple :i,nt.ens'il'ied t.:ne decades-

91.d $trgggle, Qttween, ,Judaism-and <'.lhi!~tfan:i.t;y :ov~r :rights- 0£. inheritance 

of the, Jewish .Sc~ipt~es; ea.ch g.r.oup, thr~. ,,xeg1,,s;i:s,,, af,t:Sip:ted to 

J\)l"ri:ve the ,vaJ:i~ity for i;t-self:d.r· .tne promise of Abrah:am. Chri-s~ian'i~;r 

aQ•coinpllshed this bY, ciaiming that /lbr,ahaJi):1 s 'prODdae. had been tuJ..t'Uled. 

hr Jesus ; Juda,ism bY demonstrat,in;g t1'11t an O~al Law had be1m given 

t :o Moses, on Mti. S~i., an oral la_w, t.bat, :·t,-ra;ns-(le~~ ~he cU1$tl"1ct·ion ·or 

ins~·itution~ founded accQrtil.P'& to tihe, written ~w. As :part ·of th.is 

stru~le, it- became nee:essa'.ey- ror C.hrlstianity to write a .salTation­

h'.i:stoey based not u,pon ac~l:>:iln~s pf Jes:u.a' lltlghty, ctLct.s, ¢rueif;mQn:, and 

-passion al:one, ·but upQb the Je\of.i,.sh :Scciptui:-es., The ·reas.on for this 

is. Utat, ,the Jewi:sh'. Sc~ptut~$ :th~elves cont~ed., pass~e~ that. woulti 

cofit,radic'.t •Christian claim:s, -~QPg them ·Malachi 4:, ! 'Malachi 4 :, h~ 

for y;ears been .used ·t,y ·t _he Jews, :as a counter,-.elaim to Christian pro-­

clamatidn of the ~ey ·Ag_e; .it was now taken in by Mark and 'macl.e, j,Ii 

defense; part 9-'i· Q.hr.tsti:an. sot~riology. Elij'ah_ :h~ _eane--he ~s- .J:ohn 

the ~ptist.. 'Tb $hl!)'if• thJ,s, ,Marl: en,gag~ in anoth~r l;>_it ·o:t ex~gesi~ 

he. conflated Ma.4eh± 3 ,;,L-and IsaJ~ M>:o,l to show ~hat Jewish Scriptutes 

,.,_,a ..... .a.; ·t-.i ;..i ......... like John the Qapt,.ist, a ,:igunt wno, pre,a<:h~d 
u~ pi~c ·~ a J;,~liU'"' - . . 

repentan® $d iiv-e4 in ·the desert:. 

Mar. ac :3Ql,i~:i£ie4 toNtier th~ co~cep't. t.hat the Messiah In. doing th,i~, 
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~ have. a. forerunner. He also condemned John the· Baptist to eternal 
.s~bserv.ience to Jes:us in tne Christian: sote.riological framework. John 
became the be~inning, but, only the beginnil:i_g., of the gospel of Jesus; 
his appea-rance he.rald.ed. th·e st:art or the ~:ingdan and tlle imminent 
p~rQ~ia.. Since the 1'a:ll of the Temple could undoubtedly- have been seen 
by the Christians as another s~pt.cm of the end t:iine, ·tfark1s gospel 
woul(i n,ot have to race the problem ·of the 'delayed parousia lfh.ich we will 
:tl'evie~ in-,our chapter Oij Matth~, l'..uke) and John. Ratber, its emphasis 
on salvation through -suffering confirmed for Christians that their 
persecutions ~re also part ,of the end time. Followers of John the 
Ba,ptist, who• ha.d ·e:videntl:y' thought that John was tbe Christ, :were off~red 
the 11revelation11 that John m Elijah, the 11tuming point'' ef the 
Kingdom, but. was not the Christ. Elijah was used, exegetically-, to 
val-idate .Christian claims that the N~w Ag~ was at hand; it was· Mark 
who, through the Baptist, mad.e Elijah a permanent and !ix~ CO@ponent 

of Cnri:stian s·alv:ation histery. 
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Not~s: Ch~P!;~r FQ11r 

¾:. A. Sp.±vey and.. D, :t'.19:0dy. s·· ~. .·. . . . .. . 
(1lew: X°OJ:k~ Macmill~, 1974;)., OO .. mi

th' Jr., Anatg:;y of the Nev Test~nt' 

'2ii; ' 
.. ,_· · t,j.,~nne Trocml, · The "Femat ., r .. 

(Philadelpnia: Westtiiin t ·. Jill l.)n ·0 the Gosp.el Ac.c:om.irig to Mark . . . . . , s er,. . '-.74 , ·8~ 
3Ibid ' . I ~ -•, 10., T-r.ocrne: Griesba<:h, "' · t"' , 

ithe '"Jena· F.~gr· _.,...,..,,8- 5
u t ''tl : , • 8 ••:1-P0 uesis w~- 'first fonntilat'ed •~~ 

. . • . ,..., QUUU ·. .en J.: ·ed: COllllfie· t .t ,·· . . . . ••.• .· . .... .• 
Ma-ttnaei et Lucae· comenat .. •. d . • · , nc a io qua Mar,ci evangelion tot:um 
most celebrat.e.d ·dei'enders r-~1s W e,r:,;re~um: e.sse monstbatur. dn. ·e. "of. 67". :i'es""a'"h •·s 
·· · •. · · · · -wa.s :t d w· t · ·· - · · "' "' der E.va,n elion d'~ Luk · , a· u _ .. , ... • · ·.; .~ . e ,te; see .lurz.e .Erkl:ir:tmg. 
Flandbucb zum N T · 3r:s ~UI.: t " "'<lr~ . .l\.~.ze _as·seatetl. e:xe itet:iches. 

· · ·· · .. · · · • • . , · 1 i<m .·· · l.pz~, 184.b ♦. 

4n,id . _;__-,•, u .. 
'5Sp.ivey/$,ni~h, op. cit,., 79. 
6, . ., 
-~.,, ©. 

?lb:id •. ,. 79 • 

. , . .. 8Mi~hael J. CookA 'Mark1,s Tl'eatmen.t 01' th.e Jengh. Leaders,, _•V9~-~ tr 
or Su:eElements . ta Novum Testament um (Leii:i,_en:: Brill, 1~7q{, 12-1,h.. 

. 9s~_el Sandn;.81, A Jewish Undersb.andin of the._ New, Testament. (N'ew 
York: KTA'V,. 1956), l.,37. :Also., Spivey; Sm:t:h, loc, cii.• 

1°'F.. ·,c-. Grant~ "The Gospel Ace.a.ming tlo S~.. Mark:· Introou.ction an.<i 
Exe~esi.s, '-' The !nt:erp'retet·!s Bible (New York:: J\;bingdon, 1951,), 63'0 .• 

Dspiv:ey/Smi-th, lac1 cit.. See also Cook;, ,op. ¢it., elli. of c:.;hapter l., 

12:Norman Gonen-,,. The Role of, 'ranakhic P~rsona.ges .in the-Netrf Tes:tament 
'(Cincinnati: HUC-J.IR f'abbin:i•e the~i~, 1977)., 89:. . 

lJ A strange 11p.a.ra11el II ti? this· mil,"acle ·opcurs in Ta:9itus., Hl.stJoi,ies 
4 t8l. V:espas-ian. is ~s.it;ing' Alexand;ria when a,. blind man· of- the citt 
'bhrows himse:-li"1 at tl,e. Emper:or•.s .feet, pr~ing that, .the: eJllP~ror 'himsel:f 
wou:L;i' s·toop. t,o spit ~n :hj,s ~heek~ and eyeba:as·. See D. Dungan ancl 
D. 'Gartlidge,

1 
Sourcebook of Tens fo:r the. Gomparative ·St-tl.dY of the 

Oospe.ls (Mi.s~.d~-a, Mo~tatJ;a: Soqiet.y of Bi:b'lical. Id.t.~~ture, l97;3}.,, 
5.?. F. o. Grant (,m;. 75''1'-7,g) notes thait spittl,e W"a$ al'l. ~ .cient . 
medic:a111erit, especi:allY. for the· ey-es.. .Jes~s al.So 11s~s folk remedi~ in 
6:13. . 

140, F D ·M
0 
.. ,J The G()s,;tei According it.o Mark GCambri<lge: Uh:tversity 

• • . • .)4-L ., ~ 

Press,. 196!,), $2- .3'• 

1:51. j ,. , MeGµrler,· Fdtsn~r'.itic;isni o~ the. S;mopt~e Healing• &.rrativ:es 
(Waodstocl<:, Mar;rlan:, Wo:ocls"tock Gollegf3 Pres,s, 1944), ,49, 
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16 ., 
Trocme, op. cit., 199. 

17 
. . ~ F • 

11
C., Gra,it -notes., (]! 758),, -the "parallelism has not yet been explained. There have, however, b~ several attempts. See. A. Ri:chardson., 11Feeding the Five Thousand.: Mark 6 :.34-44:, 11 Interpretation_ 9 (1955) ~ 144 ... 1.47. ,who says that &.?"le deliberatly recorded both feeding miracles to develop nis th,elJ,1.8 of opemng the eyes of the disci1>les • He notes· th:at both fe-e.ding miracles conclude a sequence t~t begins -with a .feed:ing miracle, Between the twq feeding $tories Mark places the story of the Syrophoerri,c.ian woman, to empha~ize the importance of the mission 'to the gentJles . Trocme' ( op. cit .. , 180-181) claims that I-lark deliberately :wrote the ·se.cond account modelled on the first; the su.b­st.itution of seven basket$-for twelve .shows that Mark was pleading tor equal tights fo-r the 11seven 14 of Acts 6 :1"'1,. 

18 , Trocme,, op. cit. , 31. 
19Ibid., Jl. Trocrn'1 cites the classic publications in N.Tf. ~form­criticlsm: M. Dibelius, Die -Yormeschichte des Eva.ngeliums (Tubingen, i9.J..9); L. K. Schmidt., Qer Rahmen._ der Geschichte Jesu {Be:lin, 191~; 2nd ed., 1931·; 3xci ed., 1957; 4th ed., 1958); M. Aloertz, ~1.e Sy,noptischen Stre..i-t e.s ra.che i eih Beitra: zur Fo?ms eachicht·e .des·. Urchr1.s.~entums Berlin, 1921 ; see also, es-peci.al,lY:, a. Bultmann, _D1e Gesch:1-chte der synoptischen Tradition (Gottingen, 1921) • 

2°ttcGiril.ey, op • . cit., 11-12. 

21.rrocme', op. cit., 34-39. 
22Mco,inle)", op. cit., 18. 

23Ibid • ., -5. -
24Troem.l, op. cit., 4,9. 
25Ib.d . -· ~-, 
26Ibid., 

27McGinley, op. cit • ., 6. 

29To-1d.., 21. -
JOibid., 24. 

- - . . pt McGinle,:•s criticism or BuJ.tmann 31Ibid. lJ+. Althougti "!8 c~ acce tber conve~tional.: he claims that and Dibeli.:is, hi{' a1tereat1.-ves .ar:s:a: the- Gospels portary events as they form-criticism is mi~le~in!s ~~:t a .communi~y of eyelllitnes~e~ would ~ot actually happened. He argu , . di idual urorm~11 but would have rod,uced the lJl v 11 • • ·al t.e.x:t" or ha:ve spontaneously f . ed and complet;e gospel. The origlll cont,ributed to a unifi 
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tfte;, storie_s ~uld not have produc _ . _. 
J,es.us, ·,prQd"'ce.d· taith-. 1, · ·· ed :faith) rather, J•anly the liviQg 

-a{,_ee Cook, op. ei-t .• , .l©. 

3.~T . ,. 
· .rocme., ·Oli>. :~it.,, 35:. 

:34.u'Do'W<illd the I I t · · . . . '. . . . .. .. . . 
(1970;) ! g6,~-29i. ~; ·: ~o"! .?f P.re-Maz,~ Mir9Cl~ 0ate'nae, U·, J·:st,, 89 
Caten~e, '.' JBL 91 (f <nz)ig~~-8~~:~;:~:~f _ the. Pre~-r~ Mir-ae~e 
of t .he f.ollowing:-. A) 4 :J 5-.,4'.,l • 5 ,:z§ 34 ... _par~eJ,. c~tenae; con$ist 
B) 6 :45-5~; ·s-~22-2Q; 1-:2].b-~O.; · ·•r,-~;~..i;?; 5:fti{>.3'5-43; 6·~34-44, 5.3. 

3'5.Ac,._.,,_..,_~·e ...... , "T.'-· o· • u1,....,.,.,.._ .... ..ne I'JJg,tn and the Function. • • 11 l98 ., ' : ~ 

j,61bid. ~ 206. 

l7F'l- ct- . 
. · -' · ~.r. a . ' J.S•eus•s_:ron: o{ 'A:~ht~_ier 1 & ,g.i!Qupi.ne,s in relation to the concept 
of _The_ios _ Ane-~, . . see H. C. Ke~,. •~r~!,aq.ogies. Hellenistic . "Lives, 11 and the· 
sources of Maltk. (ae~~~lq,. c~il!t,Orhl.a: Prbt9col. of the Tw'eltth lfollo. . ,. 
of the· Center £o<J" Herrnenl;}uti:cal, Sttl€iies,,. 1975). qtzy, 

. 38,F: C-. G:r~t (m~ :648) <flaJins ~hat :the a:uthor in .1:.J.l< l:1-..,3 ts ., rtot 
bc:>-:r.o~~ _ an apt ,Poe:b-lceal d:escri!;)bion Jtont -toe OOJ.ci Tes:t,~nrent 11 ;but is 
~·o.~tmi o~:. ~ e~c't ful~illment. o'f ~qpl!e<:;Y;~ Ver.~~ 2b_ refl;ct.s the 
~a~ly ChrJ.St.ian va:ew11 that, J,ohn. was. the forerunner of ChI",ist. Moifref 

(Qp.. .c'it_ •. :, 9) sa1s tha:t ·the- .tacts t..hat both \.e:rae.s 2 arid 3 are ascribed 
<to Isaiah ll!aY' mean that the;r oec,n•r,w cSide by side under -a single. ~ 

11e.ading ·in·· sgme coll.ectioh c,f proph'eci'e~h, 1 'b$lieve tha:t- the :iuthor or 
'Mark does ,not a-ctual.ly t :f1U. us ·be-r · that John is, Eli-jah beeaus·e he prefers 
.te pt'esen.t this i;c\{m.t.:ifi~a:t,ion as "re-velatio.n11 ~ 9·;tl-:-1{3. 

J:9Th-e ri'te of. ~aptis;m it,~eU has q,gme ,m,de~· Il!µe..h serut,iny by scholars. 
l>r-ry sou:tce~., ho~~r, ·arEi m~ager. .aa to :the nat,ure of Jo~•.s &_pt-ism; 
se~ C~l 1:i. ~,rae'l.illg-., _Jahn tne Baptist (Ne:w York~ Charle~ Bcri'bner1s Son~, 
],.9.51.), .whQ· cit~~ ~. G. M;:i;r,s}11 'The Qr-igin and _ Significance· of New Testament 
}laptisj!i, CUJ.41}. 6~ten,., p_ariallel.~ W:tih ·ra'boin•ii · pI'C>st'llyte1 baptism are. cited 
as ~xplan~tiein .fo_r J ohrr' s l:>apti-;;-m o,r in. conta;-ast to i.t: · see S. Zeit.lin:, 
''Th:e Hal:aka in tne ~pels, 11 HUGA I (1924D 217-2'2,5;_ idem:, 11A Note 9n 
Baptim f~r Prose:J;.yi;,es,0 '~ 52 (19~.8) 5 '.319.--321} J. $tarr, 11~e . Unj'elti.s)l 
bhanoter of th~ Ma.rkan lcc.ount of :John the ~q.ptQ.~'ti" ,.[§!: Sl (.1932): ~9-
b'~f£. 'i .. F~~ei;te.w, ·11The mst.i:tu,t!Lon of -aaptisIJl for Pr~sely¢,esj!I !l!& 
52 (1933): .. '!fl-70.; a. H. 'Row1ey, 11.J~h Ft()S!;l~8 Bapt,1S.~j II BUCA 15· 
{1940,): 165-119 .. 

,4.'110~ ,on Epslin, _. "·John arid .Jesus." . Z~~~s9hr~ fur di! . Neut,estam:,nt~ 
ische Wi.ss·ensehaf't 66 (1975); 1.. En:~).in eates among, ~he m~ern .. s~udies 
Ol1 J~ t.he Ba~tist : J •. ·~-•- 'r,. R61:Im,s0r,. thr,e~ ~SS'.lYS /~:pr1nt~. 'll;l ' • . 11 

Twelve .. New: Test.aaiertt ,st.mbes. (1962); w. R. ~~~r.,; . J,0.hn t.he Bapt.J,st., 
ID13 2 {lSJ'6tF Roland' Scniit,z, JQhann~s d:r ~~f.Wer. (1967_); and. John ' 
~ -, - wrhe Quest ~for _ the ,Historical Baptist,, 11 m tTn(;ler.sbanding the 

Sacred .T~,ct., ~ ·. Re~ (J.972) • 
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42.rb e ear~ cla,s sic su:rve or . t.~:s y:~.by~lb7rt
11 

Schweitz~r, ~= ~~~a~iyt:q~ry ~to the life of M . . • Cllll. . an~ 1968); see Ind e 1stor1.cal Jesus ore recent surveys, inclu.d~ some !x.of Authors · and Works, 405rr. Anderson, ed.) J ·esus rEn . l . . . , critical of Schweit.zer. are: H J W B -~~ "' g ewood Cliffs·- ·N J p ' · • 
• • · 0~, Which Jes.ua? .(Philad ; , • • : -rentice-Hq].l, 1967); Hayes, .son . of_-God to Su ersta·r ·: e1phi.~: Westminster, 1970); J . H. Jesus . (Nashville: Abinraon 1 . ~nt1oth Cent Inte ntatiorrs <>f of the Historical Jesus. Gr~ ~ 6 . ' • H. K. Mdrthur, ed., In Search Jesu.s and Christian or· ins• · A C~~s-. Eerdmans, 1969); Hugh Anderson Ox.ford, 19 4 ; R. H. Fulle; . enta °!1 Mod~rn Vi · ints (New Y~rk: (New Yo.rk: Seribner•s 1962( The N:ew Testament 111 Current Stu.y , ) . 

43< · .. . ·Walt'er Wink, John the Bapti t . . Unive•r~i ty Press, 1968), x. 8 
lll 

the Gospel 'l'r~i tian ,(Cambridge: 
44Chatles Scol;>ie, John th Ba t . ( Sons, 19~l) , 15. e P 15t · .N.ew York: Charles Scribner•.s 

45Karl Kraeling, J hn Sons, l~Sl) . o ·. the Ba'Ptist ~New York: Gharles Scribner ' s 

46Ibid. , Zl 

47~., 26 

4-Sibid., 124. 
49Ibid., lJl. 

50lbi.d. , 11+. 
51. ..• k . ~in , op. eit. , ix. The other t-wo prOlllihent monographs aret Maurice Goguel,,, Au _Seuil de le 'eva.ngile Jean Bapt'iste (1928) •· and Emst, Lohm~erl s Das Urohristemtum I. Johannes der Taufer {.1928). 
52John Pryke, 11John the Baptist and the. Qwnrart Caomunity,

11 
Revue de Qumran ·4 (1964): 483-49?. 

53Jean Steinmann, Sa.int John the Baptist and the Desert Tradition (New York: Harper an~ Brothers, 1958), 59. 

54~., 60. 

.55Ibid 61. _ ., 
56pry'ke, <>'Pi cit., 486. Among these deserb-ori~nted .Mes-sianic pre­·tenders were 

1
•T)leudas 11 and the "Egyptia.n11 mentioned in lots and Josephµs. 

57Ibid., 496. Pryke notes that 11John 1s Baptismal rite was in:itia~ion into a remnant of the cleansed Israelites . The Qumra.n ,community was a rival clai.ma?\t to that title. But the internal ,evidence and the archae<>.­logical r81DAins suggest that theix: ~shings were part of a whole Ute of 
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pu:ity which was wit'hdra~ a:n,ct privately celebrated: ap:art ·r:ro1n t~e nation, which they regarded as unclean and damned. Their initiation was not through imn~~.si5;>n, bm, besan ._w:i,th a solemn oath _private~ and irrevocabl.i' unde~aken n t h_:in the comm\ll'll.ty. John the Baptist, unl:Uce them, went out of ~1s, wa:y to warn all the Israelites of their impendipg danger in th~ coming doom., 11 P~ke also comment-s that 11th¢. prophetic witness of John was to all Israel: fearless,, uncompromising, and possibly more nationalistic and military in eh~aeter than the gospels seem ·to suggest. The Qumran sect were in schism and har),y represent.ativ.e of Is_rael in spite of their claim. 11 
· 

58i,ryke, loe. cit. Aseertaining what exactl;r was the 1Jinainstream" of Jtdaism before 70 is highly .problematic. Christia:n s·chola.rship tends to retroject rabbinic nations and formulations into Jesus' day; it should be noted that, with the Templ.e standing and the priesthood in power, the popular conception of what was ''lnaiµst-reamn was most likely quite d;fferent. 
59Harcy Orlinsey, ''Whither Biblical Reaearch?" JBL 90 (1971); 6. ~ - ' -
60ibid., 5-8. Another manifestation o! this te.ndenc~ has been the e.0.nn~ction of John the Baptist with the Mandaeab. sect m. Ir~. . :WO e;x:ponents of the 11Mandaeah connection" are R. ~eitzenstein, in ~ V.orgeschichto der christlichen Taufe . (.192,9), ancl J • . 'Thomas.~ Le· Mouv~ent Baptiste en Palestine et, Syrie (1935). For a thorough renew of their work see Kraaling, ,op. cit • ., 106-109 • 

6lR. A. HaJnm~r., uElijah and Jesus, a Quest !or Identity-," Juda.ism. 20 (1970) : . 209-21$. 

6.2Ibid., 208-2:LO. 
63 .. 

Ibid., 212. -
b4Ibid., 214 -
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1m,
1· J·ah, John ... ..,d Je.sus: an Essay in Det"ect.ion," ✓J. A. T. Robinson, ·""-'- • ... . !,ew Te;tament studies 5 (1958): 260-Z,S. 

66Ibid~, 2/)6. 

67 Ibid •. ; 26.7" 
68 Ibid., 26':J. --'lOib. · d nr12 
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?llbid. Z'/'J • 
....- , . t, ! Earlier Rabbinic Ju:laism: Same New 72see J !' Neusner, •'ThRe Hli .. s1·oonsry ~6 (19?7): 216-236, 

'
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75lbid., 8. 

76Ihid., 11. -·Cook (o:e. cit., 49, 68-69) sees this pas.sage. (9:ll-12a., )Jab) as part. of ·.a pre-Markan 11scribe11 collecti.on, a, c9llection which was formed under dit':ferent circumstanc~ t .han those ]:ias9 ag~ which mention Phal"isees. He writes: 1•Passages incorporated bom the pre~a:rkan scribe collection. • , reflect a later concern by the church to gather material on J ~sus' relations 1wa.tl') th.is group' 'Who, f6'r all :in'tents and purposes, may have be.en equivalent to Pharisees but under an eatli-er name. Note­worthy in these passages is the absence of any dissension over the vaJ..id:Lty ·of tne f.a.w; jn one pericope there ~ even agreement on the s:ubject of impo~ant colT!lilandme.nts·. Dis;i>ension <:Ner tlie Law arose only ~ter Paul I s teach:in.gs beqal!le influential. Still, ,t,he issues under discussion her.e- :resurrection, Elijah 1 s c~, the ancestry of the . Messiah; •etc-while reflectil:ig some o! the earliest concerns of Ule (P.µe~tinian?) church _in di~putat:j,on with Jewish critics-post-date Jesus• ministry- as well a..s th~ fo;onulations of some of ttie earlie:st Palestinian traditions. 
11 . Wmk, op •. cit •. , lll • 

78.Enslln, op. cit., 13 • . . 
79rb:id., l.-5.~ 

OOaobi.nsOll, op. cit., 269. 

~ow.a.rd Te~ple, Tl\e ~os~"ic. :ss·chat<>lo~ca1 ~rophet., JBL, Monograph , Series x_ (Philaqelphia: So'ciet,y of Bfbli~ Literature, 1957), 1. 
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Chapte,r Five 

Elijah in the Gospels ~ccording ~o ~tthew, 
,LJlke, ·and John 

A,. !ntroductor, Remarks 

· ·o.ne would think~ that, once Mark had. established. Elijah/ John the 

~ptist as the. precursor of Jei,~, the moment1Jll_ Qf, tnis .formulation 

would lead to i'ts further embellishment by- the d~veloping Christian 

traditio:f\• 1fore ways ll(Ow.iJ. be found to ~t.ren·gt.hen and embellish_ John's 

Elijah roJ.e. Miracle traditions COJ1cem:ing the Baptist (and there is 

no reason t .o doubt that tbere were -suc'h) c.ould. easily have been invested 

'With an EUanic character. As Jes'l:18 1 theQlogical :identity grew, ai:i his 

church I s cQnstitwmcy !lm.il'i&hed beyond the borders of Jll<iaism., increasing 

numbers of J.nterpl'eters ,could claim that, as Elijah, John would essent,i.µl.y 

ttclose out" Juadism and. leave the way !or Jesus to assume_ an entirely new 

role for tbe new age. 

In reality, however, this did not happen. As an exegetidal. statement, 

Mark*s identification of John ,with. Elijah s'Un'ives only- through Matthew. 

1'hile Matthew presmes John's Elijah role, he does little., if anything, 

to ~trengt:nen it., and tnis is especiall,-· surprising when we con$ider 

Mat thew' s teridency t-0 ground se~gly everything possibl.e in the 

Christian tradition in Jewish ptQphecy. Luke and John, meanwhile, actuaJ..l.1 

den;i., illlplicitl.7 and explicitly, the EliJah-sl\iP of John the Baptist • 

We suspect that the use of the El-i.jah symbol was linked closely Wiith 

l
• - ~s ,neMs- wtiieh in toe case of Matthew and L~e, ea~b gospe -e ne1111-1. ► ~ -' · , 

differed sharpJ.T. Oril7 with John do we fi.n<i primarily theo1.og_ical 

reasons !or the use 0£ EA.Jah. 
will .. ..,,.,lore the contrasting backgrounds of In this chapter, ..-e ..._.. 

' I 

1 I 
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Matt-new and Lµk~,, comf>aring th· . . 
~ . . . ose parallel pas~•s llhich highlight 

their di.tf~ril}g treawnts ·of El-''jah Th. .. . 
· · 1 • . en we ·:will. examine J,hn, .WQo 

negatles 'El.i-J'ah cnmni; t · , .... · , 
· ·· · · -;i,._e ·e.,, ~ hl$ a~serttiorr fiJ:tat, a teJJ1Pqml, "Jewish•• 

ELijah e,an have nG 't:elationsbip w.Ltsb an. eternal Gh.riat • 

. -a.,, 'l'he .Gos~1-·Aceom,ing t:P -Matth~ 

0£ ill the gosp· els 1'--,.. ""h ·' · th 
.•.• . . , .i.,,a;1, ,.,. e.w; 'Was · e most ~~ens:;i.yely used, ·by the. 

Chw:-eh Fathe:r,s•.l Spiy~y ,a:M S,niith eamnert~ thai it "i,as, prQb~J>iy a. 

"ehurchl;r. -gospel wnitt~n to give di.~~.:i!on ·t:o the: corimut:lity-• as it . .t;.aeed 

p:r:Qb'I.., Qf· organization., -~e.pa:ration :troAl. Juqa,ism, and disappointed 

ess:h~t:ologie:al. hopes. 112 In lfa,r-k, the empp~13ifi is, on the Passion. and 

~he 'tr'i~pnal declaration. that tli~ K:i:ng,dom of' .God' l(as t4t )l;and; eaaen­

tiaily-, Mark fa a call .to 'Nadmes,s. Mat~ell, f_ac~ .a, retren~ing 

Jµq.ai.sm_ wn-os.e ·a'tl'.rv'iva.l. was not ·foreseen by Chfist.ianity,. an~· ~he real­

i.zatipn that ~he -worlct order haa not yet been overtumed:., gaTe st~ct'Ul."e 

~ a t;etnf)~~ ,diln~n$io.n, to Marlc;fs ccall tP nadin.e.ss-. Sheft:ilah Johnson 

··deS'cri~~, tthe tim~s and e.irc.~s't_a.ne.,es. :in imi~h Mattir$'it-was ~t:t.etr: 

"' • • af~~r· t,he Her'onia;n persecution· aqµ th~ destruction df the 
tempi~, Cpri_stiaJ?,S settled d~~ to c!,11 ea~ier and more p~ac~!Ul. 
life;,- a l:!e¢op,\'.l, _g~er.a1A .. en, grew ~e wi~hout the fervor ti1if their 
.(ath~rs-·; a, tew· bee~ r~J.~tiiveq pf-Qspe.rous} and because 'the, . 
ea.,tli~r ~ 'sionar:ie$, h?,,d died_. it wa:s ·easy 'for raise proph!rt.s like 
-~cie~ .an~ El, ·Hesi te dec.e:ive. the pepple. 

• • : • The • Qosj>e-1 belongs to a · t:ime whet) tn~ cb'l:l'ch is-, :being con­
solidated as a separ.ate· oll'g~itation a,nd has deve;l.oped., .tts own wol"­

·sbip, theology~ ethics, p,roe~uir-e.,: ~d leade;r.st)ip ~ _:u,~~ -~ace :of 
inte~ laxity ~d dis:sew_ion. -and exter.nal ·c~.1.t-ion am p.er-
s~cutiolil_.l 

Matthew ac(~r.es~es thEt: pff1t:?l• of his c:ff1ur.ch .by shaw'ing. ,that J$,Sus, was 

the· Messiab· &f' "Old w~stainen.ti•• proph.ec;1, 4 and th~tefo:re ·~he px-o(}.J.a.imer 

ot tl\e ·h:i,gh~t oorality ~4 most .perfe~t ·Law., This higb'est mpralit,-, 

· t ..... ~.,. the·· .#..'.H·bful :in the inter.im 
the:, ethics o,f! the new. age, was O s-8 .. -

.. . • + 
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I 



' .. 

' ,.. . 

l • 

f 

,. II , 

Iµ 

I • • 

oe:twe.en Jesus·• tesuh-ect-iQn ·and ...... . 
· · · • • "' ... a}';>pe~r~ee QJi. earth,. 

.It i's not -ep.tir-ely clear when Matth· ·,,. . . . . . . . .. 
· · · . ~ ,s ll-'1f and per.feet ,·11.Law'' 

a_ppeared; a,J:t})Qug~., a·s Jonnson ~ ates ti.e s<•;t,.,"',1,, .. "' . ·:t • . . •, ·. 
- - .. . , I~ - ~ ~a.on i _. JJJ meant to 

ameliorate also g·ave ..t: . t r· · · -- - , . .., r,.1.;se o Clement..· ,a8 .,_..... . 'the Tari . ..,;•A-• , , _ _ ,. 
· , .. ~ , . -1,0'.af;.&;(U' ,£""""ers ;_ 

th:e P~toral ~pi~tles, and. t~e Gospel or John.5 Since :~tthetif us@ 

about. ninety- per-cent of u_ ... k . en,..u ... k ¥.1' ... - 1,., ...... t · la" . · · 
... - .. .l"lcl,., , , "''"15 ... it_;.uw;: · ~~ · o e . _;pse- af'teT 70. C~E. 

to allow Mark t-o have bet:-t)lfle a:utho~itatiW!J. 6 The c'on11:iict of the-

Oor.inth'.ians around 95 ·ecp~t,01niied, tlie ·inte-mal cri:e.~s ~eriertced by. 

Ch:r:i:stianiti l Jdhr,ison s~es., t.he?1lf.6.re, that Matth~ wa;s coiqpo$ed, 

aa ia.-te a:s 100 C-. E~ The earliest Giliu-c4. Fa.th.er to inention Mat t_hew '!f88 

Ignatius (llO-lif}-7 Tnou,gg it_s author •w.a.s pr<:>lm:b.1$ an~us,. 8 

~t thelf. bei:aiUe pr.outinent in the s.e.cond-Qe~ury church '1most .c.erta;i:n),y,. 

:8$ jt,hnsbn not,es-! .because 0it had oeen the .(ir~t ~-~ all: :t:;b,e, Ge.i;,pel~· t .o 

be accepted by' seme· g~at -center al' Christendom,•• probably Al'itiQch, 9 

Uthoqgb it .had be.M p:r.ee'ede4 .t,y: Mark, ~tthew was !'ax- more effeotiv:e 

as al'1 &->.st.tument fp:r th'e· unif'ie~t-i01l.l o:f th~ ~a~ly church.. •Ma'.rl\'. eontained. 

V~fy Uttle. Q_t Je.sus• t~4tjlili,g,io .. and ~ the way iopen f.or 0 ,4Q'.&ly:' 

divergent inte,j!pr.et-ationp of .Jesus " m;es:sag~. Ka.tthew~s 81!1ph4si.s is 

precis'hl:ey. upon J .es:us I t;ea¢'l.-nl:l.~ 1 'While it ad<Jres!Jed potent issue~ that. 

aro~~, ~s JohnsOJ;t poi,nts ou~~ after 70: the authi:>.rity o.f Jewi'sn s=cripture,. 

the •r.eco~cil;l:at:i;~ of .pel}itent sirmers,, and tbe int'erpr'eta:i.'i® .. o'f Jesus-

·a_s · the Cltris,t.ll ·The . . entire niaa.-s- or )(attti•' S' _gospel is g:Ly.~n authority 

thr.ougt:t co.nn~p,t.ion. \o the instit:ilti:® of ~pestoli~ism;: while P~~~ 

Ba~bais, a_nd others weN· ~a.i];.e.d apostles, llatthew c,laims to tJ>ace thls 

-·-- .,. •t · ... • , (i··o•'-' -'·O)' back ·t,o tbe orisinal "twelve..012 Thus, the early lll1', 1,-,.l: ~ u.111.on .,, ..., , - ., 

·h . d .1 - m· · . "-"" thew, ,the first ~tlirl,~.s '(!)f , '$ "New Te.stamen.ti• e . ~reh ~e op~, , .a:~11 . 

:.· . - - .. ..~ used i.h ,controv'eitsiies· •n;g Ohrist:ian: factions. 
wh1.ch could. be cited .~ · 

i 

f 

J 
, I 



., I . ,.. 

,.' I , 

, . 

. . 

88 

Sane controversies~ have arisen direct],y from errors and loop­
holes in the text of Mark itself. Matthew dett.13" clears these up: Jesws' 
baptism is not a baptism or personal repentance (llhich would imply sin 
on Jesus' part); .instead, Jesus was baptized to "ful!ill all rignt­
eousness." tirl.s "righteousness" is the substance,of' the Kingdom itseu.13 
Mark 10:18, which reads 1'Why do 70U call me good?" is changed by 

Matthew (19:17) to ''Why do you ask me about what is good?"ll+ Matthew 
takes pa.ins to explain that Jesus I body was not stolen, a poss ible 
Jewish objection which Mark had not anticipated. 'lbe role of John the 
Baptist is given a special Ma.\thean character: Spivey and Smith note 
that the preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus are identical; John's 
teaching is prophecy, and Jesus' coming is, the fulfillment of tba.t 
prophecy. No polemic is directed against the Baptist himseU,

16 
pro­

babl,y because by 100 c.E. John's i'ollowers were not as important a 
problem to the church -as was the maintenance of church discipline. 

More signil'icant than corre:etion of Mark's inadequacies is the nature 
of the new Law which Hatt.hew pranulgates, the Laws which will appl.3" 
during the interim between Jesus' coining, miracles, death, and the final 
parousia. The new Law is part and parcel of t he messianic kingdom, and 
is presented in five blocs or teaching which correspond to a "new" fin 

books of Moses :
17 

J:1-7:29 
8:l-ll:l 

ll:2-1.3 :53 
13:15-19:la 
.19:lb-26 :2 

Discipleship 
Concerning Apostleship 
Hiding or the Revelation 
Church Administration 
Concerning the Jmgement 

ting 
Jesus ae the New Lawgiver, Matthew de&ls with the By presen 1.8 

i 
. ..- ..: .. ; am and antinotn.ianism within the church. The problem o! l be..1 .,...,,,_ 
. th· to -be awaited b;reathlessly, in a vacu\11\ ot End was not some ing · . 
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disciplined act.ion, but had actually begun with Jesus• miracles, sJlllhols 
of the "inbrealdng kingdcm of· heaven. "19 The Kingdan ,0f HeaTEm wa::r not 
an event as muc}) as it was a period not yet finiahed; bf carefull.y 

shf>Wing that Jesus I ille paralleled and fu.lti.11~ Scriptural prophecies, 
Matthew says implicitl1 that the cataclysm of "The End.11 waa actually 

a iong process, with certains of orderly continuity-. While the church 

is to t]e powered. by a controlled apooa.lyptic £-ire found in Matthew's 

reassurances that Jesus.@. eventually come (~t37, 51; 25:-1-12., 1.3 ) 1
20 

Mat-tihew emphas;izes again and again the need for proper Christian dis­

cipline in ~ world. The ,gospel i:s best sUIIUllarized. in 26 i56, when 

Jesus s.a:ys .: "But all. this has t~en pla.,ce tha\ the Scriptures of the 

prophets ma;y be fulfilled. 11 "All.. t.ttis 11 in¢lu::les not oacy; Jesus• cleath, 
the initial event of disconfirm.ation at ~lief, but al.so t he pres~t 
delay in the p,arousia which troubled Matthew's t,~. In short, not 
only Jesus' life, but. the. life of his church was !oretold by 'the prophets. 
The church oversees the orderly evolution of the parousia. John the 

Baptist is still seen as the beginning of the period of the kingdom, 2l. 

he is still id~tiried with Elijah (17:l.3), bu.ta qualifier is ac:W.ed in 
ll:].J+: ••Ir you are willing to acc~pt it, h.e is Elijah who is to cane.'" 
'This phrase md.icates, that the earliest. Christian eschatol:ogi'cal hopes 

were ~ady- being st.retched out ol' shape' by histo?'1• 

C • The Gosp~l A9cording to Luke 

While Matthew ws designed to meet the internal needs of a growing 

h . h L··'• ....... more concerned with Christiarut.1 1s relationship with e ure , ,wi.e .. ..... 

the 'WQrld at large. As 01'\ll"T comments ·: 1'llere, for the first time, is 

C 
• t · - t-1-8 book which can• hold its own in the civili~l'ed a hrl.s ian. narra .... - , 

I 

i 
I 
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world at larg~ to which it, belon""" n22 Thon~h Luk 1 - - ,~ o-• ~• .e re 18S Sal\vwuat on 
Matthew and Mark, he expresses dissatisfaction with- their presentation 

-of Ch.ristiani.ty in the i'ust tour verses of his gospel 2 '" • • • it 

seemed fitting for me ~ well, havin8 investigated everything carerully, 

fl'otn the beginning, to lll"ite it out for you in consecutive order. 11 

Luke implies that the prev.ious gospels have not ,been ·writ t .en iri an order 

or r o:nn that would be palatable to an educated pagan world~ In their 

place;» Luke ean:poS'ed one of the earliest apologies :tor the Christian 

religion.23 Sandlilel adds that: 

Luke is not trying to write just another Gospel, but l'ather the 
Gospel. This effort leads him into editorial changes Qi° q~tity 
and s·igJ1ificance; indeed, the important aspect of ttike•s Gospel 
lies rather :in how be presents his material than in what he pre­
sents. • • • It seems to me that in the case ot Matthew_.. Luke's d-issatisfaction extends t/o the .point or t:"eject-ing Matthew's basic contention that Jesus was the giver of a new law. He scatters 
Matthew's assembled disco~rses. _Luke lQ.11 insist tha,t Jesus is 
not the ~reat~P of .so~ret~~ . ~dch ~s new_:, but tha~ he . repres·1ts tne contil:llaation, at its highest pomt, of that 1fhich u old. 

Why wQuld L~e bothe.r to reject a gospel:, such as Matthew, which would 

haye been so important to the . maintenance o-.f church discipline? The 

answer lies in the legal relatio11ships that existed between Rome and 

the Jews; we should here t;uce some time to describe ~hose re;:Lationshi~. 

Despite the problems ,mich Jooea had with a succession or inccm_petent 

procur~tors, Judaism and the Jews had since the. ~ of iluli:us and 

Augustus Ca~sar enjoyed sped:i.al legal. and religious privileges. 

Frieildly overtures and treaties :betwe~ Judea an.d Rome are recorded in 
II Ma~cabees .• wliere th'e Jews we:re reportedly re-cogn.ized as & na~ion ~ 
as friends of the Roman R$public. 25 Jooea I s civil rights and privileges 

stB3ed l.argely intact even a.rt.er 70 C.E.; strategic necessity demanded 

that Rome try, it' .at all possible, to satisfy the Jews, ,$:blc" an 

d A., contino-ent of Jews liTed in Babylon, threa:t;ening enormous an power.i. \U. o 
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to JOll<l Pa.rth.i.a. ~a:tnst Rome:, shoUld Jewish ,:aensitiv1-ties tt~t, ~ 
resp·_ ected.. Ind ·ed· J· .,i.:· h ·. 

· · e, . .~ ew.i;s f>:rivlleges w~ · never S\YStema_ti~lly: ab_r:iq.g~. 

lllltil Const~tin~~ 2'6 

''l'hait -t~re ~ · int~J:le -friction ~t.~en. J~ea ~ Ro~ despite the. 

s:peeial _privileges grant,·e<t ~o, trre: Jew is. a ta:c-t. of hfato:ry-. 'l;l:ie 

J'e'Wish 'God was ri-v,ol~tiq~,r.y !!J')d., t}'lreat~mg; -Rome undeT:stood t'ne 

-,,er,i H·g~ II -to mean any, d:i,vi,ne Pf:ling·;, Z'/ and . .C,Ould n-ot,, understand 'h~ 

stj'eh, a l;lefn·g Com.d· in~:pire the JtJW to, $U¢h l'~wns:: pr r~ligihus ot,... 

servance. @d: Messi.a.rtic i'ervor, a ! e,rvor ,.-diJh P..Ji'Qv-ided tlte spa-rk £or 

,countl1;'~$ terl"Qt'i$.t acts and several ma.Jar up:rls~. .E_'9'e11 more 

t~eat.ening wa~ the- .fact ·tnat 'tfd,s 'revolutiotiary- God ·at-tra9t.~ p:ro~e+Y:t·e=-.; 

even ·while Rqine dominated , the .Phfsicil woi'il.d) she was thr.eatened by the 

.fact; 1:.:b._a:t,, Juda.ism :and, i'tt;s ·ortswing .s~em!:ld to ,hold increai;jn~· sway ov~r 

t.he s-pi:ritual w~rld... Tiµ~ c·onque_red p~ple $.i'bited' a $t.rahge vit-al.;i'.t-y 

after tb.e 'Destl'tlet:ion in '10-th~re is ~vidence 9f vigorous pr.ose1Jt1:$m 

in 'the 'l'annaJ,.tie lit.6-11~ture. lhdeed,- Vespa.s:fan, ilier his conquest o-f 

Judea, avoided the n•- 11Jud.a:io.JJS" b~ca:use it c,OM:Qt~ cQnvers.ion to 

J'uda;ism .. ?.e: Romans -who. convert.-~ tQ Judaism wer.e-·~~¢:qs~ of un~:le~ 

the state religiofi .an4 ~T J,.if'e. 2f! 

In this ebrit:ext ,. it u ·eruei:al i;,o ogr UDderstan~i:ng of L~e, t-o ndte 

tshat, in tne rd:rst t1!ty y-ea-:rs· er so Qf' Ghristianitr, Rome :d_icl not ·dia:­

t:.ihgµis.b. bet.•en Oh:ri~tllUlS :and ·.:Jews.- Je.ii1.~h status,· as a natio, o:r 
. .. . 30 

,,n.-at.ion, ,hag be.en t.be .ba.!5::is o'f. Jewi.eh priv-ilege in tbe ·Reman-Bnpire, 

, :. • _.;.;,:i J .. · · ·, extend~"'"' the bounclaries <t,f ihat. · and now both ·ebri~:ti.a,ns .uw. ews were. • . . . .!'.""-o . - . -
•• •• ' ~ ! 

• , -- · . , 1· · . O·h :.;•--"ianit,.,. ·especial.17, tiaa conver.ted. nat::ion througfl convers on.. . r ... Q v .. . . . .,, , . . . 

• • . a· . ·R--e i:.uilt her s:v-stem -·of p.rovint:ial gfjve~~nt ·muJ.:titug.es, of pagans. ..,..... u · · · -~ · 

- . . . . .. . ement of small , well-d~!ineA social a.µd p<?litical 
on- the effi:c~~t maria~ ·· · ·.. - ' 

,I 



uni~s; Cbr.i§.tiari pr0"sely:tism, by- le~pi.t)g th:e, bo.llndaries ot \hes·~i -s·oe±;a. 

.units and. c.reat·:in~ close-knit g:rt>lips of people :nO\:i iitf'ntif:i:ahle ethni~ 

or :g~agra..P-'lJ.i.dally (Gala:tian.~ 3 :28), tQz,e at the int-~r.nal struct:ure or the 

Roman. s·;y:stem;. I.t, was :in· Li.ike•,s, int0e.re.st.1, aco.ordingJ.y, t,o _.portr-~ 

Gn:ristiani'ty ~ the logical; pm. coz.ttinUati&n .Qf a Judaism which, already: 

had 1&gal. -rights. In doil:ig this, Luke- fic,~d a double- task: he had to 

pr.-e.s.ent a radieaJ. oh~~ in the Jmsh eschato-1Cl>giaal. picture, a change 

foti:gh:t br, ·-the: survivi,!).,g, Je¥i-.sh ~$t.ablisl'milfnt.,, as eonJin,g fr.an the ma,m­

,ey;t'Tea!ll of J~a-ism it-self. Christ:ianit;y di4 not pos·$ess a "new J:.aw.tt 

(whicb wouJ,:d ha:ve removed t'he new reli gion ;fl."lom ·the pl'Ot._ect,.ion afforded · 

~o .. Judaism as .a r.eligio. licita), b1:lh was instead to.he •~t:ru~ ju:1,,usm.." 

"Jewisl:!," Juda.i.S,~ ha.d failed to. rec0$;ni.ze tb~ twe natur-e of Jesus; 

0nlyi the v.11£.ul petver$ity ·or -the Jews .haa., dr,i:ven Baul and Barnabas 

to en_ibark ·t;m. a -mis::iiqn t.o tne he~thm1 • .3.l 

Luke's apology ~or C}?.ristian:i;lty i~ ve'lfT ca:r-ef'.ull:y C<;in:St/r,uc:t@.. He 

stress~s t~t Je:sus' Idqg~b.ip :was non-po+it,:Lcal,'-2 ~d t~.t . ~hrist~t:r 

was no_t •a sul:>-rersd.ire s-ect :of Ju~ism.,33. Nor was C:flr1stiaq,ity. a.Rti-

o n .;.. 'lrl':...:;.h, ·t ·he·re .. t~ Afttr'ltS 'to ..:, , ~..., fears eohce-rning the attitude ,-..!iXlla.ll: eve . .w, ,•.ia;,;:& . a. ·11..,..~ ~ - . . . 

of Jesus · to 'bne state,; in Matthew; Pilate's proposal to rel~as·e J~ll-~ 

ed. b th J ·-.· ·.1.. ·o c:i•.:i ed iris.ta.ad of the c:r:iniinal &I'abQas Wa$ r~je.et· · · '¥ . ~ e-wz • wu 

1,Hd..s blo.od be on us and. upon oµr eh4dren.1'i, tr,,_ Luke.: 

Tne incidtmt of tlle, (lenariµs . ~e~om~ a a~-era~e demonst_~atiort,. of 

.J , liti -al 1rmalty. PU.ate asserted. .on no less than th~e 
esus P8 c · . -J, - . , · • t· ia. - · n1 t f-:ind ,.n::tr basis for 

;:,i:. . .t>r· .. nt ooeasior.is th~t he h$d nQ . ueen , a . e .o . ~.., - . 
u..u ere .. • ·· . . J. . a- · od Antipas had also examined ~r1:minai charge against · esu.1:1. er . . . •. . . J .. . h 
a_c . ._. · ·. _.,. - · ·,. . d for legal actipn. It was th~ e~s 
hlJII'. but- bi;\4 f:ol,lild. not g~unlt DiaE soldiers . that m.oclf;ed.' Jesu;3· • . Pil~te 
1:fetmue . 0.'f H.el'«i,., no . . e ' d O· .:..·h· I releas' hi.in but he ~s ~tw.d.ated. 

... 0 ed only te ·sco~ge an " en:. · · · - ··· ' · · J· Th . 
. pr.o,p s, . . · · 1-ri'r .i;he clain4toU_i:;. ~s-is.tene.e o.r the e~. . e 
:u:i:to .g.J..v.iog ~ent,e~ce .,.,. . . .· . ed . not, tl:lPt Jes-µa ~ - the S.on 
Rom'an e.enturi.on ~t the .Cro.s.s conf~:;1s. -~ . . . . . . . - . . t u:34 
. . . . , ( . . . . Mark) but that "ee~ainly th1:s man w~ innocen • of> Qoc;l' .as m - . , 

I 
' 

'I 
, I 

t 



. I 

In ,Ac:ts., tha author or Luke. sh-:.- J'----" .... he· i...~. . h . "' 
"'"~ ·w1c:Lu ,u· cuurc , , as ·iar -as Rome is, 

e..0ncerned~ is a benign, en.t-ity-:35. 'the -c~85.-;·,.,:" o"" 80;.ial·. b uru1· • 

·· -- •.. --o .. .1. • " .. ~ an.es 

through co:nve~ion ~ th~ x-esult ot the fi;u~t tn:at Chr.istian:ity is 
, 

re,al.ly. a. wot-ld rel.igiOJ1 ,t~at -.re,cogni~ed flO .:rac-ial Uuu.it.ati1.;>n.s.36 .At 

all. times, st~bilit.y .is ~ph.lsiz-ed-a. b:ond between t,ike and the­

Pastt>~al. Epistles has long eeen re<!!ogriized in which 

" ~ • kings . ~d all who are it:) high P.®it ion$ are t .o be th.e 
Sl,l~Jec~. of su.p~l:rcatiort~f pFa_yer_s , . . intercessions., and tbanksg"i.'V'ings 
wti1,cb ~ in~l~e' ill humartity. beca~e the-pe-aceflll order which lung-$ ' ' 
make l:S .an l.nte.-wal c!ondition of the rea,li$ation of' God IS· ~es;ire that 
'Sl.l ·m~n s.no'1li;i -~.~ s.a.Yed (I 1Iim~thy 2 :l--4,).. t.~e'Wise in Luke...;:Act."a . 
judicig.J decision mage by rulers enable. the· sp.r~ad 0t Cti:ri'St"iani~y.)1 

A v:iey has ev81?- been advanc_ed that , L~e- was :inte?lded as a document 

-meant. to aid an aetua.l p:;1..ea: in. a Rama:tt C.91:U't.)8' 

In presep.t_ing ,Christiani\y, a.s tbe tr.ue otfspring 8~ .Judaism, L!lk$ 

shares Ma.t tnew• s tendency-- to eyound, ·the ·Chr1;1>t'ian movement :in J~$h. 

·prophecy. He gives the natur-e- of thia prophe¢f a diff.ere:nt ,east,. 

however.: it. was foi"eSc$eri'. that Israel would. Jteject her t :me 'heir,- and 

ur:ider.stand t 

Al.most in tb.:e lit-apll13:r of Greek t.r~i& qran:ia -we l'~d a chorus ot 
:- wai.J.mg wQtn~: 11Gre-a:t- nmnbet'f1 of peop-1,e follwed, ·llla:riy" ~en aI11.6rig 

them· l'fuo· Iil."9umed. an ~ented: over him.1• :(;a3::27} ;, "-the c.:ro\iid who had 
as.$~~1ed £or :t,be spectacle:, lfu~ tjhe saw· wh:ilt had happen.eel, ~nt 
h(')lJ).e be~ting th~i-r breast-s'1t (23 :48J. lt .i.~ L~e a:lone_ lih~ ~o~ts 
out,. of. t,he.''son of),~, th~t- "first hivm~t ~.nd~~ mu~b,-suf!erl?l~. ·al,1(1 
be reJ?Udi~ted by this. generation'' (l?,:25) and -at several p,0J,1;1ts .~ --- . 
,~q~ Qbspel_ dra.ws att.ention to. J°Er~J.1:s as "the man of ·so,rr.Qws, a~guaint.eci 
with :grief• ,iJ't 

ay stating th.at ):sra.el I s r.e,te.c;t19n: of ·her Messiah was t>Ndet"etmined.:,. 

tuk~ bring$ -Jesus' de.at.1:1 int9' the pagan world unde.r t.he ~br.i~ b:! '1!ate".; 

h
. .. , . , ,... j t ,ifie.15'- all"" Onew" i,deas which Jesus J)rought into the ,. ~ ingeniou.s....., . us . . , .. ., . 

world while mam.taining • the ~ntirttd.tt with Jewish ant·iqui'l;-y wnich 

Christian survival re~uµ-ed. 

I' 
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As is the case in mu.ch early C}1rist.ian litera~ure., ~stablishing 
·the author and date of Luk~ is p.roblematic. Spivey and Smith claim 

that the earliest traditions about Luke come from the M.uratori&n Canon, 
which mentions that Luke and Acts were written by the same person. No 

direct clcUlll is made, however~ about -who thfs person is.40 The "anti­

Mar.c::ionite" prologue to Luke, which can be dated between 160 and l.80, 41 

describes tne author as ''Luke, a Syrian from Anti'Och, '' a docto·r by 

profession, ~ M-end .and a:s:sociate of Paul, lolho lived unmarried until 
the ~e of 84 in Boeqtia, a, city in central G.reece.42 While, as Leany: 
sar.s, "nothil)g in our rev.ie.w of' the evidence makes, it impossible to 

identiff tbe Luke of the tradition with Luke., Paul.1s companion,43 nothd.n_g 
m our data proves concluftively that Luke ~ Paul's. companion. Such 
an identification would serve. to strengthen the apostolic authox:it:r of 

the gospel, but, at present., ,-it is· quite impossibl.e to establish the 

authorship of Luke. Spivey and Smith comment that the author of Luk-e/ 
A.ct~ was probably a gentile Christian who spoke Greek, that 11orie can 

on1y gu~ss 11 as to whEn'e the gospel was written. The only internal 
evidence that Luke offers us as to its d.ate is that it must have been 
written after · 70;_1+4 if., as Sandmel st,ates,, Luke used Matthew,45 and, 

if elements 9f Luke reflect .dependence on Josephus 1 .Antiquities, it is 

conceiYabl.e that Luke could have been writ,t~ S<illfiet~ after 93, 
Luke, 

5 
theology fits in with his ne~ to appe:al to Roman sens!bilities. 

Drury wr.ites that : 

Luke's 'Jewish historical faith dete~es his th~ology of Ghr~s:,, ot • · 1.y lower than sane. It is lJl fact as hJ:gh as a traditional 
h
n . tori~usal monothei· sin . ..:,, allow and no highel'. John gets higher by is oric - "'.......... hil h " b ut ·t -~h r cut'tin loose fro111 hsito:ry in order ta p osop i _se a P l. :a11 ~ th tick exclusively to t-el.ling it. And when ~e does t~ll it, it an st · .•· ft 1 ,..,. eterna·.1 . L.µke':s Jesus 1,s the ep1.tome and is' arc ypic~ · •· • • • · llk th nd 

· f the men who God raised up : he 1s Son of God e e compe :i.um o -
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kin~s, ,w:;se .men ~d JQSeflh 1n ,Joseph and. Asenath, he ;is .Son of D<\,vid ~orn in: David's c1_.~y, teacher, and most striking of all, a prophet in the mould 9£ Elijah, which role Luke .deliberately takes from John 51eavi t1g, hint, like Elisha, 11the spirit and power ~f E1ijah11) and gives to Jesus.46 

Jesus, not John t.he Baptist, is the "last, of' the prophets of ~rael";4? 
as .such_, he -is a known quantity, a predictable figl.ll"e, to the RCJIWlS. 
'A new 0Elijab" was t}u-eatening eno'-'8h to the Romans; had Jesus gon•e 

beyond Elijah, his role would have been, in Roman eyes, ete~ seditious. 
Irtst.ead, Jesus represents the culmination of all that is oest in 
Jt,td·aism;- since Judaism as politically constitut~ in Judea had shown 

itself 1'unwort,ny11 to house and approve :the latest, flpurest"- evolut.ion 

of it.self, the apostles had been forced to take Jesus/Elijah's message 

to tbe gentµe world.48 

D. Comparison of Matthew and ~e 
in Th~i:r Treatm~t of Elijah 

'fhe following paralle-i passages, in which Elijah plays a centr.µ 
part, illustrate the sharp contrasts between the-two gospels which we 
have already discussed: Matthew, wose John the Baptist is the last of 

the old prophets of Israel. (Elijah), makes Jesus the giver of the new 

11Law"; while Luke, ~o must present to the Rcsnans a Jesus who is 

representative of the lltrue Judaism., 11 gives Jes~ the ~ole or· Elijah. 

As we Will see, the passages also deal with ·other coocerns that were 

central. td the life of' the- early ehur,ch. 

Mt. 3:1-6 

In those.,d~ ca.me ~ohn 
the Baptist preachL'lg in the 

' 11R - - t wilder~-ess of Jwiea, . epe? ' 
for the kingdom of heaven J.S 
at. hand .. u F-or this is he who 
llaS spoken of PY ~he prophet 
Isai,ah whep he said, 

Luk" J:l-6 

In the fifteenth year of ihe 
reign ~f Tiberius Oaei;;ar, Pontius 
Pilate being governoar of Judea, and 
H~rod being tetrarch of Galilee, and 
his. brother Phil.op tetrarch ~r. the 
region of Iturea and Tracbo~itis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
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~The v,oice of ene crying 
111. the wildern~ss: 

P-1-epare the way o.f the Lord, . . 
make his paths straight•" 

Now John ~re a garment of 
c~l1 s hair, and a leather 
gl.rdle around his wai.st; and 
his, food was locusts .and wild 
honey• Then, went Qut all 
Judea and a'.1.1. the ·region about 
t~e Jordan, and they w:ere ba~ 
tized by him in the r-iver Jor­
dan, confessing their sins. 
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in the. high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas~ the wdrd of God came 
to Jo~ the ;:ion of Ze.chariah in, 
the wilderness ; and he went into 
all th? r~gion about the .Jordan; 
preaclnng a baptism of repentance 
~or t~e for~iveness of sins. As it 
1 ~ •writt.en in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet · . , 

.. u~e vo;i.ce or one crying in 
the wilderness; prepare t.he way of 
ilne Lord., make his paths· straight. 

~erY, valley shall . be filled, 
and e-very mountain am hill shall 
be brought low, 

and the crooked shall be made 
straignt, and the ~ou_gh ways shall be made !31JlOpth; · 

and all flesh shall see the. 
salvation of &:id. 11 

Although bo\h Matthew and Luke follow Ma~k•s lead in making ,use 
o! Isaiah 40 :.3', Matthew*·s account · seems to be based· more closely on 

· 49 Mark. Luke I s el.a.borate dating ( 111n the fifteenth year of the reign 
of T·i'be.rius Cae!Jar. • • .) resembles the opening lines of proph.et,ic 
works like Hosea, Haggai, ,and Z'echa,riah; as Tins;Ley notes.., t}lis would 
:illlpress upon the reader the ·importance. of the renewal of prophec7. 50 
J ohn the Baptist is the last of the p~phets before 'the Messiah, bu~ 
he jJS not El:i,.jah.; instead, he goes fa.rth (Luke 1:17) in "the spirit 
and power of El.ijah. 051: Thus, Luke omits the garment of _caniel's hair 
and leather girtlle which both Mark and Mattbelf' u.se to link John with 
the Elijah figure. He aiso 91llit,s Mark .. 1s use of Malachi J :l (behold, 
I send ffl'9' messenger before thy face), and add.is Isaiah 40:4-5; this 
more extensive use of Isaiah, with special emphasis Cih the woros 

11

evaey
11 

and "all" indicates. tl)e 1.miversal miss.ion of Christianity.5
2 

Judaism's 
penultimate prdphe.t,, J ohn, therefore predicts th'3 spre.ad of Christianity 

'I 
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bo gentil~, lMd~ as bein 
... . g part, Qt. the na~ E?Vo.hi:ti~ of .Tuda5ism. 

Luke' t · · -s s z-.1.pping, away ot John•s ¥i.entity as the Elijalf i~ .further 

emphasized -when in the f: ll ·· . 
· · · ' ' · · · 0 · ow:i,ng . p.as~~¢s:~ Her.ocl th:iriks tb~t Je$~ 

1s a •risen J:oM. to:,, Ba-pt:Lst : 

Mt. 14:1-2 

At ·'that. t:~· Herod. the 
tet:r.areh ltearo about th~ fame· 
Qf Jes.us;, an9- ,he· said to his 
s~:tvants', · ,;This is JQhn. the 
~p'ti::;t·, he has · bee.n Faised 
fr91.n. th.e dea;d,;. tnat ~s :why 
the.$e _po~rs. •are at w-or,){_ in 
fill'Il. II 

. Wow Herod .the te~-rar~h 'l'.1.ear.d 
of all. that: w~ done, ~ he was 
perj'.>lexed, because it was said hv 
some, ·that John had been l'aise<:t: i';Qlll 
"t,h_e d~ad, ·by, some th.at :Elijah i:t~ · 
,a.,ppeare-4, and by: others, that bne 
··or tqe .QJl!J. pr~pliet:s. had risen. 
&erod. said, 1.1.ionn• I beheaded; but 
who is 'th;j,;s a'):>outi• ~ I hear mich 
t:~ing,3?11• And he ~ought t •9 , see nim. 

'Matthew 'foUal>r,:l ~t.k's. account ,(6:,l4-l6;· !7- 29') with sQme abrii:jg~~pt;,: 

m Ma.-rk 6 :15, sQm,e .peQple t.bi.nk that Jesus .is Elijah, .a specµJ.ation 

·whi~h ·~.,t.tbew: omit.s bec;1us·<f lte has alteadv decid"':I th ·4' i1 1.- i Eli··· ··:.:.,;. . , ... . .. . . . . ii, . ·- a:.. Ouu . 8 Jcuh 

Both Mat;t,.h8\\( ·a,nd Mark ,gp ~t,o• a l~ngth:y, pa:rent'het,ical a;ccount 0f how 

it. was that ~fohn ·came 't;c, be 1¢:illed in the first . pl,~~f), an .iccoimt ~ich, 

·-as we noted in the .la.at ehapter-1 re~embles some,what t~~ .ste.iy., of· Estllel". 

tuke~ on the ,other hand, restores· Mk. l :15 ;, ;those who 'tlfought that 

P;:1.i_Ja.h 'hap ~ppe~red were indeed. correct. H~~ mts tbe pessibilit,J· 

•that Je~95 i'.s John .reVirldus himS.ell. Luke le~yes out tht, story· of 

John•·s e~ee'i~i@ coh:iPlet~· , be,c-4us~ this stQ.~ e;ista'bl'i.s}\~ :a 1ite:r-ary, 

t;ypoJ.ogy in wnicli Elijah/J'ezebe;L seo;,rrespQna.s .to Joh:n/ fferodias. He is 

:o.ot, as Tih~ley n6.tel3, ,in,te:rested j,n the .death. or ,John as a p.retiguration 

. . . Matth S$ . . ·t · d J hn . · ut 0£ !'Jesus' crucii'ixiPn· as ~re ~~ and . ew1 · ~§ ~~ , 0 · . J.s P . 

aside so that the t.eaae·r 1'l:) at,tept1ion is· f'oeuse,ci ~p91,1. ~ijah.~' ·h~!lt• 

El.:i,jat\ appears again aramaticalli in the $tor,y ~f the Transfiguration 

(
.lll-

9 
• .., ~·~ Matthew 1?:l--8;. Luke 9:~~36). There is lit1ile variation .1.~.. . .. ,~, . -

Or the. Tr.an .. stj.gutat.ion; ¥!i>ses .. and lUij.µ1 
betW1;'en the t.h:ree :ve;-~iQns 

, I 
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represen:t.. tb.e Law· ~d :tne Ptopnets· and the-ir ,I • . . 

· , - • ,.iisappea:ran c~ at, t}:ie. 

end of the acco'UJ'it · , . <i · . t ·- . 
. . :llll ica .,es that .Jes~ _hc!,s• "SU.I>ersedea: ~h Jewisti. 

institutions. ·El.iJ"ah' , · t . . . · 
·· · ~- a-sc~n tp heaven is qle~l-y 'describeg by lI 

K'in~~' (~ich, lea., natur~Uy, t◊ ~eetat-iaris or l:1-is- retu:rn); A.rg_yle, 

however, cites th.e;, ~sumption .of M.Qses'· to- "}?rove,"· that Jewisb 

tFaditien ·claimed :that Mo.ses had' ne'{'er di~.54 There is. litt:.,le, :in 

ac<tualitf, to COll!ffiet¥i tnis positiol'},,, s_:mce \fte, Torah itsel:t :reads 

0 And Moses: di«!. • 

Tran~.f.i!gur.-ation.,. sympolsi O?dt. 

Wl:ut.t is -more il:uportant t.-a our dis~cuss~<>n are tne. escha~oLqgi'CaJ. 

dt:1finitions ·which tollow. the '!ran.s',n.g,wation and a-r.e th.erefope 

p;r-~ent.ed oy Mark and Matthew as 11rev~lationJ•· rec,eive.d • on the mountain. 

'.l'hese ,de-£.initions (MK. 9=~~13; Rt. 17•;9~11.) must, oe ~ -lll~: jaintJJ: .. 

wit.it Mt .• ll:12:ff attd Luke 16·:16t .. 

..,,.,.,..k 9.·.-9· ., ~ 
rl-'Qi:;&': . . '♦ '· -~ 

,.Arid -a1:1 they were·. earning 
'dQWi:l the· DiGunt,ai.n, h~ cha,rged 
t:bem to t .ell ho one. w!nit. tney 
:had s-een un:til ttie·' ,S9n: .of 
Man should ,nav.e ·riB"et:i from. ~h.e 
d~ad. .So they k.epb the..<mat't,'eT 
to, th:e?Asel v~s,: q-u~sti<?11;mg 
what ·the. rising ·tr~m t.he· dEl.ad 
meant. And they a$_ked ~, 
'"Why •do t}te s'~.:r.i:b.es s.ay: that 
.first EliJ!1l1 mu,~t· e~e? If And 
he· said to them, 11~iJah does· 
c:onre fil.'sSt to restore: ,a).1 ,_ '·: ' 
tlli;ngsJ' and, .how is i~_~itten 
o:f the '$on of l~, that ·he 
S'hould,. :;i,,lf,fe.r ~ t~iii~. ? , 

arid be •treated ~th c0.nt ,empt t 
But i t~ll ;y:ou that Elijah; . 
bas· cQm~, and they did t9, ~ 
what,.eve;r they, pleased, a, i't 
is •writt~n o! him. 

And g$ they we,re, coli!i:htf ¢.qwn 
the .mountain; .Jesus commanded tbem, 
11Tell no one ·the · vision,:, tmt'il tlle 
ion, of Man is· raised from tti°e. dea:d.,tt 
:And tbe .ctiscip1es asked h~,.. "'l'hen 
wtcy, do the '~:(:.ri'be,~ say that first. 
Elijah, •ttlllst ClQ!lEl?''' H, ~plied, 
1!Elij!9,h d~~ come, .a,nd he . is to _re_. 
store ,911: th~~,J. .'bu~ I te_ll, y-0u 
that . Elijah hap alrea4¥ come,: :an:i 
they dl4 ta h_m whatever the;r pleased • 
So also the Son of· .Man· 'Will .stiffer 
at: their hands. ·" Then. t .he d,iS.cipl.@ 
under.st,oqd that he w-as :,p;~ing to 
them of Jqljn the '.&,pt,:i&t. 

I 
\ 

I 

l 
I 
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Mat.thew ll:12£f occurs as part of a :speech about John the Baptist 
given by Jesus to the. "crewds n while Luke 1·6·lb • ... r . 

, • o 1.s pa.n, o . a ducussion 
about the law concem.i.ng .. diVQrce: 

Mt. l:l :12-l.5 

From the days or John the Ba:.ptist imtil now the· k;i.ngd.,;>m has 5uffere4 ~iolence and men of violence take 'it by force. For all :the prophets and the Law prophesied until J obn • . 
~ and if you are vi 1 Jing to· ac-cept it, he is 'Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to he•ar, let biJn hear. 

Luke l.6:16 

The Law and the prdphets were until John; sin-ce then the good n.ews of the kingdom of God is preached, and every one ent:ers it violent3.1. 

The .pattern which we have t,een describing, in which Mcµ-k and 
Mat.thew identify John the Bapti.st, with Elijah while Lllke id~ntif'ies 
Jesus with Elijah, is demonstrated in the above four passages. Matthew 17 :9-1.3 clears up s.ome text'Ual difficulties in Mark 1s parallel narrati~e; 
he separates the Son .of Man from Elijah, so th.at we are not presented 
wi,th the problem of a suffering Elijah. As Argyle notes, Elijah came in Matthelf as Jo)m t .he Baptist in order to set ,all aright, and was prevented 
frQm doiI;lg so b1' th~ .tailure of lll~ to i-ecogni.ze .hiln. 55 It is the Son 
0£ Man lftlo must suffer ''at their bands, '1 a !igur~ ~OJDPletely sep,arate 
.trom Elij;3.h.. Matth.ew erases all doubt concerning who Elijah j.s by 
add:i:ng: '"Th~.n the disciples understood that he was speaµllg tot.hem 
of Jol:).n the Baptist. it Luke omits this eschatological discuss.ion com-
pl,etelT, sin.C!e i.t is his contention that Je.sus is Elijah. If lie inc1uded 

b t ·1-::- t 'C',.; "ah must come? 11 he· the quest.ion 1~ do the sc:rib.es s;q t · a ~ s ~J • 
would have weakened his own argument. 

Interpretation or what is meant by Mt.. U :12-15 and Luke 16 :16 has 
varied consid.erablJ'• In both passages, Jolin the. Baptist marks ti.he 
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open.ing 0 £ t .he "kingdom, 1156• 'but it is wiclear j··~ . .a.. t " · · ....,,. ,ma men of no1ence 
take it by force" and liev~ryone enters it Tiolently" refer to. 
off.era an alternate translaticn • 11 v· 1:1-, · . • e eryone oppresijes it. 1171 Sherman 
Jopnson theor,izes that these 11t>pp:ressors II might be a) earth~. ruleFS ot 
demonic power•; ' b) zealots who ver~ trying to bring in God, 8 kingdan 

by force, or c) men or spiritual force 'Who must stTain to the utmost 
to enter a: kingdom now exercising its spiritual force. 5t s. MacLean 
Gilmour rend~rs Luke l:6 :16 as mean:ing 11ilia,ady men will make any sac­
rifice. to enter it. '' My own opini:on is that the passages I"efer to the 
violence and persecution that Christ'ians had to undergo :1n their pul"suit 
Gf salvation; John'•s· execut.-ion was the fi.rst martyrdan for the k:ingdcm1 

and was riot to be the last. 

'rbe plac$ent at the two passage. (Mr • . ll:12-15 and Luke .l.6:16) ia 
significant: both Matthew and Luke contain;. Jesus' discourse to the 
erowd about Jolm the Bapti.st : 1'Wha.t did you go out into the wildemesa 
to behol~? A reed shaken by the wind?" In Matthew, u .:12-J.5 eccar as 
a logical part 0£ the discllSsicm. Luke, however, appears to haTe 'both 
known Matthew's wording and to ban changed it deliberately-, omitting, 
a:, would be expected, all .mention of Eli.jab. !t seems that even altering 
the l!IOrding or the passage is insu.ff'icient., howver, tor Luke rips 'the 
passage trcm where it logically should oc-0u:r (between 7:'J!J and 7:30) and 
places it in chapter 1.6 as the beg:illning pf a discussion about divorce • 
Although Leany reasons that 16:16 ,might be a Teiled reference to 16-:13' 
( "You cannot serve GGd and Jnall]III.Or1't) and the support of Herod Antipas by' 

59 t"'e passno-e still seems quite out of place where it the Pharisees, "' "'O 

now stands. 

tl.·on a-"-es concerning Matthew's rol'lllUl.ation An interesting ques l"'....., 
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(11:14) = •land if you are willing t ·o accept it., he iis Elijah who is to 
He who ha.a ears to hear. let. hi.DI. itear-11 u-"""'h · 1·7 13 , • ncs.1,u ew, in : , 

eq_uates John the Baptist uneqµivocal.1:, with Elijah, yet here he needs 
to aAd a. qualify~ clause. wich indicates some doubt on his part.. 
The cQ?mnentators I have consulted are silent a.s to -what Ma.tth~ ~ans 
here, "If you are. willing to accept it·•• could mean "It you a.re will:µig 
t6 accept it ( this n.ew ldngdcxn), th,m. J,ohn is the Elijah who, is t.o come 
(to inaugurate this kingdom). 11 But the phrase "he ldlo has e.ars., let 
h:iJn hear" ·to me implies that the ldngdom is taking on a different . 
character than was previously expected.. In this paasa,ge, Matthew 
<ieals obliquely':., I feel, with a topic that is the subject of many 
parables in all three Synoptics:.: the deJ.q- in the Parousj,a. I? John 
was to be Elijah, he was to ·assume a rale as the bringer of the end o! 
time; in reality, h<>wevel'., time ·and its ~rsecutions had persisted 
not onlt beyond John's death but beJond J~fJUS-1 as well. All three 

'Syn6ptics make an at-tempt at resolving this difficulty by making John 
the Bapl;ist the t;urn.ing point o! their eschatology, and having Jesus 
declare- that the }cingdon. has .already come. As c. H. Dodd points out, 
}lowever: 

This declaration that the ~d!D of God h~ alr!ad.Y come ne,cessarily dislocates tbe whole escpatologic.al sch.ante mThwhicn haitst exp~:;e:_oved th 1 g 'Vd.sta of the fut'Ul.'e. e ese on coming clos~s . e o:e . ~esent fr~ the sphere or . expectat;i.on into fran the f'·ut~e to t 
1

P ,.It ~.. "'herefore unsafe to ·assume that f alJ:.zed ex:per ence. · ....., I( f 
that o r:e · ' ·. . "The Kingdom or God," as Jesus ~eant t, the con.t~nt of _the icl~h , ciil.at.iQns or apocalyptic writers. may be, filled ln. from t e spe. in the rut ure, 'Which could be They ~re re.ren:,:uis to s:e~~~Y• He was spea.k:iJ.ig of that which, conceived orll.Y lll terust was an object of e.xperience.60 in one aspect at leas , 

inted out deals. with the ,problem ot ~be del.ay ·Matthew as "8 have po ' , d institutions of the interim in the P.aous.ia. by Dlaking th.e events an 

, I 
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·b~tween ·J,esus' .d~~th ~ii tba ehd of m.$.toey (what, Os·ear G:ulllll:an e.ills 
11
th~ pres·ent but invisible 'lordsh•ip of the ."?':::ios·11~l.) subj· t t . .•• .,;,.j,, 

, -~w_,,;~ , , . ,ee. 0 anci,:,m, 

Je'itish P:rophecie.s, J3ut, he ~s f~c~d with the fact t-J:)a:t; history st1ll 

ex.i'sts, ~q still musl b:e annihiJ;at~q,: d.:oes thia niean th~ EU_ja.n must 

,cane ~:ain, to faring; in the t.rue epµ, of ·time? :Will .J.e.sus mum ag,a,:in? 

Tl'Ie ,phra~e n~e'(:Cil\d. ec'.miiig" as ·it relat~ to Je$,µs' ctoes ,nlf>t. a.cc.ur until. 

Just:in ·Mart'.n'"P' 62 b. •>I• J'"" · ' · t · ·· •. li- ·• bl · · · . ., ... , .: ..... ,;, o.sus re um is :xmp, • """ in. para . ea; t:hat p\inctg,ate 

~e $yn~p.t-ies. Chief among· tij~ parables concerning a 11;~eeorid advent 11 

a,re tho!:3e of the 11Ten, Taients" (l(t. 2-5~11,.:.JQ; Luke. 19:12-2"7),; of the 

"Filthf\u. and Wise ·sel"¥ailt'' (~t~ 24::Li:5,-;$}'.; L~e l?:42---46), .. anci nr tne. 

'Mait·ing, Ser-vant-s 11 {Mk., l :f: '.}J-;3·7; Luke l.2:Ji..l.Jfl), Gol!llJlOn ,tn~e~ of, 

these. parables {I.re . thoae ·o.t wat'Cl\fw.ii,~~ anil ~ppro,.~iate eonduct, ior 

!tthe Son of ,Man is .coming· at ~ hour tou do not ·expect!' (Mt, .• 24.:44). 

Jesns is seen as a mast.er ·who ha$. gone awq, leaving h:i:s s'.ervants :ih 

.i:ha.rge of the hpue.ehpld (tlie.. ch:u:rcb.), and ~ho JllAV' cQl.lle at an"$ tiI»-~- t~ 

evaluate trte.: ¢0,nduct: Qf 'M's sen-!:U,lts: .in hi;J ·absence,., li,t' c~t:r.~\illg 

Ma.rk 1,3,-:;$.3""!37· ,and, L-uk~. li::,.35-.J'S, in. tl;l.eir. trea~nt or the parable of the· 

Waiting· s:erv.~ts., ·we 's"e llPlf. the d~~Y. :in ~he ,seccnd ·advent affected 

Cl}r:i$t.ian,. :t,:eacQ.ing': Mark cli~es the ... dis.ciple:il to i•keep a~e,., feir ·you, 

c;t.o net know ,1!1h,ez1 ~he ~ste-r of the ho.i1S!:!. i$ , c~~g, late, in t .he evenhtg.,. 

Qr a,t. m:ii:}.nigt:lt ,, nr at, cc:ie•kcrbw', P.X: at dawn, 0 e.xpec.ting; t.h~t -t-he 

P.. .:_ •--'", -be ~.......;..,,6·, ... t L··"'e on t\i,e other hand, add-s 0even if be ~ro\lS-.i:tt, "~ . ........~.• ,u ·• •LU\: ., ... •• -· 

c~ bl ~e, se.co.rn ·or even in tll~ tnird watcli, and fit:tds thelll so, 

. . t~ · 11 which· Dodd sees, as a clue to G~ri~ttans that.-·:th,~ blessed a.re 14.ey, . ·- .. -·. - .. 

se'cond advent ma,y be. far 0.t'f :indeed, 63 

. . .. , .· ~ ..i.,., t ·hro,., s-r1nties,. h~ver, whicll se.em to 
Th ..... pa's"",;."' es· lJ;l ~ · """' ., .. ,,,..,:,. · · ~. _ ere a .. ~. . , ."!"!'o 

' ' • . ' ,. _i,. J . 'l:-ro••nht t-ortn woul<i bEf £.uir:Ult;ld 
indicite that :tbe K1J:1gd..om:• )lhllv1• 8~~ u '46:'• · 

' I 
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soon in the future: 

Truly .I ~ay to you, this genera,tiop will not pass awa:y tUl all these t~ings take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but rey­-word.s will not P~s away. (Mt. 24:34-36; Mk. 13.:30-,J."2; twee 21:32) 
We .must also consider Mark 9 :1 ( "There are .some of those who are s-~anding 
here who shall not taste of death until they see the kingdom of God. 

after :it has cOlll.e with power") and Mark l4:62, both of which seem to 

teach that the kingdan is soll!:ething that ~ come. 64 The discrepancy 

hetween these passages and the parables- leads Dodd to write: 

:We seem to be cont:rohted with two d,iverse strains in the teaching of Jesus, one of which appears to contelnpla.te the j,nd.efinite con­tinuance of human life. . under historical conditions, while the ot:her appears to suggest a speedy end to these conditions. ! drastic c~iticism migpt elimJna.te •Ont!, strain or the other, but bot4 a.~ deeply embedded in the earliest form of the tradition !mown to us. It would be better to 3idmit that we do not pos,sess tl'le ~~ to their reeonciliation than to do such violence to our documents.05 
'Dcx:ld 1s di:lemma stems from Iiis need to ground Qoth strains in t,he ''earliest 
traditions'; and from his method.dl.ogy in doing so/'6 

if ~ gospel 

pa:rables are Dominica.l, if one must construct a wi.if'ied 11~ew Test·ament" 
position on the coming of the Par'ousia out of teachings fr01n all three 

Synoptics, the. pr,oblems are indeed enomou&. N.or will attempts, like 

tha:t of Oscar Qu1Jmann, to e:x:plafu the need fo.r ,Christ':, return in 

terms of Johannine the<>logy .avail us: 

And so according to the New Testament, all things are involved. in the pr~cess of salvatidn of which Christ is the centre and. the 
Th · ,.

1
• 

0
... redemption and also the ooq,ectation of P,romoter • e erea:i. ~ , .. , . £> • . T"-i .... , . • 

6 
summa.t'ion depend on the death of \lhr:tst. · ~• s .1. 1,.L.1.-;~f-~ be noth~g less than the creation of a. new bea.ven and 

a new earth (II Pet. J:l,3-). 
. . . . • ,, ,dll retum to earth.. The deciiti't~ eyel!t, lilce This 1.s why Chr~t nt wh. h took plac·e under Pontius Pilate, the first decis:i.ve e;:h b ~c use matter itself ~as to be re-created. will take place on e;elil' Tes:~nt tells us nothing abdut this re-It i.s true tha..t the . arrival o! Christ who comes, and not of ' t :urn, but $pe,al(s of ~l in the £-arewell d'iscourses 9f St. John ~ Christ who returns• ! rt. · . he will caue again. 07 Gospel do ""'8 find the asse ion• . 

' I 



It makes much l®re s·ense to ·see 'th.a concept of a second advent as 
aris.:ing .out o.f a long pxoces s in whicl,l. the Christian cOO!l!lupi~y slowly 
trans4t es earq expression:s o! the .imminence of the 'Erid Time int9 
the inmlanence Gf the Jryrios. In other words, Mark assumes that the 
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end is 'to ~ome soon, very s oon, and structures his gospel accordingly. 
Mat.thew and Luke represent a .t;urt.her stage of develo,pnent.: Jesus 
continues to live and direct the orderly evolu.ti9n o! the Parousia 
through his church, which mediates •his pres~c-e on ea.rt.h. Tension e:idsts 
throughout Ma.tth.el( and Luke between earlier traditipp.s in which Jesus 
uhad. ref erred to his ~sl,lrrection/ second advent as one single •eve..n.t\1 •and 
the· reality of a delayed Parousia; I believe that t.he early church 
add;res-sed. this tension through its parables comparing the taith.ful 
to ste.wards of the Master's bo~e. They surroun,d passag,es lilce "This 
.generation shall not pass. awa-y. • •" with parables of watch.fulil_ess. 
One can, I feel, see the ccrtcerns of the ear~ church reflect ed in 
Matthew 20:1-16: workers who labored for .only one ·hour in the v:ine,ard 
(=kingdom) are paid as mucll as those -who laborect all da;y. Wn_il.e DO:d!i, . 
-wo must see this paTa.ble as com:ing dited;ly rroru Jesus., sa_ys· tba.t the 

. . . . d . 69 I passage teaches divine generosity toward publicans an sinners, 
would see in i'.t a directive to Cbri,s~ians of long standing to be ldnd to 
those who had just joined t~e church-all pa.rtake equallY' of the end 

time that had not ended. 

I 

I 
, I 

I 

. t,--+ U-:t+hew 11 ·J..4~15 ( "and if you at'8 willirig to accept ' r' In th;i.s con 11:JA.,, ,_ ·., • 
it, he j;.a· Elijah who is to come. li.e ,mo nas ea.rs to bear., let him. hear') 

. . th t :underlies the parabl.es o£ the ldngdcm. reflect s the same tension a 
. 'Wh · h quate:. John with Elijan, Matthew· faces Bound by earlieT t,.raditions ic e 

t. 
. difs- rent fl:'Om. the one Elijah was supposed to inaugurate. • a reali y, quite > 8 
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The.ref'ore, he, qualif'ies Jesus i :i:d' - •t.:"". . :t· i · · · !".•• .u.l.ca; on .of Jotm,. ntb Elij~ ,by 

implying that Jepn ·is a: special 1r..;•.-..i ~ ·E1 ·· j--1.-. •. . . . 
. . •'• ny,u,.... < l. cau, mqeed, to· know -wti·at 

kind or· Elijah .Jobli. • I . ~ ' • 

•. · · is requix:es .. a s~qia.J. lcmd of .. gn.osis.: 1iHe lfhq 

has ears to-'hear, let iiim hear II tuk ~- . . . - . · • • • e ... s- even moN. i.rt'geniol,IS in .16 :16; 

he a:"toids the problem 0t' cQlit.r-ad-iceion b..:t . i,..: ..... ~ . ... • 
· · -· · · .., ~~ ~'6"0lll and r.eality 'by 

s .ta.ting,, that s:inQ, Jo~ the Bapti$t the 11~o·od news Qf t.be k:i:ngdCIII., o.f ' 

God., i:s. p·rea:che.d. '' 11Go9<i news'' can; be prea.0.heci i.rid.e'£inite-1y;- it is tldt 

a nw. law tHat has ·t9 ~pJily to. a struct,vxe<i. in'ter-'.Ull, petiod. The End 

Time which Elijah. would b~ing .has :yet 't<:> gCi~·; it. 'will ·00 brotight 

ab,ou.-t ,n'l,en. Elijah, or Jestis., ret~s-. 

E. Elijah ±n t'he :Gospel Acco:cdin~ to Joµn 

As in the. ca.se ,of Matthew and Luke;· we cannot be. cerlain ~ John. 

wrot:e, o:r for llih,oW:, yet our prQ'b'l• with John a,r-e ev.en: mere complex. 71, 

'l'ho~. his style r.ev~ais· sQme te-l~ce :on t}'le 'Bl'APJ>.tic•s/~ .JoM depart$ 

from the·· Syt;loptic· tt.:radit.io:Q., in several. .area-st 'He ·d:e~a,rts t'rom ·the 

Sy:nop,tics .in -stract'!ll'.';i:ng Jesl,1S'1 itmer,a~, having -Jes•us, make several. 

visits to Jud..ea. and Jerusalem. Cn:ronology is, altered in ~everal .respects~· 
' ' + - • 

the c-le_aps:ing of the Tem_;ple. come~ at tne. ~g,-mp.~g 9f J~SJ?:!i!' lll:ini.str7 

(not at t;_he: end), .and tlie last Pa$-s9ve:r c~~s ~ .e· d,q, late.:r.,. beg~ing 

Frida: even.mg ra"bher than .Whutsdi:11 everri,.:ng; .mor,eover.,. Jesus' stay: in 

J~rus-alem ~efare ni.s .death ~:asts., abG1J.t. :i,,75· dqs rathel· than merely o~e 

week. ~pect& ceri.t•rai to the ~;ynoptics.-Jesus ' ba_ptis~, t.he Temptation,. 

the· Trani;;f:i~tion_, th~ Lord's. ·Supp.er,. and the .agon;r in the ·Ga,Pden­

are: left out .of' .John~ even as the Fourth EV'aJ.'.l'gelist intirO.duees n~w 

material.. Mil-"a:cles ar-e not 114hty ~rks" •a$. in the. S~optic•s, but are 

ni,Jigris II which a.re -.fQll.(>wed by expli¢ij't,ions. 'Qf ·their ,3J)iritual me@~11t 

1' 
I 
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In~te~d pf ,Rarables Ol! s~""ings·.. J ·• 1 
-., I ·esus l§l,ves dng ~courses on -such 

the.tnes 
0
a.s lil~., light', and ttuti. :73 Th· o••·""- J· o"hn h · .. ...,. . .. •.~ ,. · . 

. . H.• "'&.~ ~ .ueen .us""" s.::i.nce 

th~ d?lYS' of lx,enaeus , .. t_ here. ,an indications t~ha· ;i.._ at· ~· 
v .i;1.:mt. it. <ttd .ne.t. 

meet. ready. aJ~eept,ande by, all of Ohtis't,ianit.7-. 74 

Auhhors~ip of the .gospel ,cannot., f:ro,m ot1r point of: new, be 

es-tablis]'u~d.. 'Trad:i~iQTlallf ~ it-s' ,a:i,Jthor wa:s. Jolµt.., . the, 1;1qn pf Zebede.e·, 

one. Qf t<he TweJ.ve.; thj,.1;1 t ,:t-axi.itiQn is. cons-ist.ent t hr.ougt} lrena~us, 

the ''.p.:rologues, 11 Clement ., 're-ttull:ial.r, and the Muratorian canon .• 

I~t.ius. and. Justin a-re sil~nt. conc~rning· JQnn,.~•7.5 ·A.· M~ Hunter c;i:t-es 

l;:U.:., 19:3,, 21:24, pasS'ages •writ:tf[m in. the first pers:on., as eviden.ce 

~hat t ae gos·pd. l(as writ-ten· by an .eyewit~s--the I1beloved d:i:sciple11 

Q,t .19.:26. 76 .J. o .• :Fenton. -refutes •this J>ositian,: th-e !;rst~persm 
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p:t'utal in l,;14 c:;qµld re.fer to Christ.ui.ns. as a who-le; :bhe. witness ot 

19;J5 d~ nq:t 1Lec~S$.-a.ri:;l.y wt'ite· t,he :g!l>spel;: anti evidenc~ th.at the 

11be,le.1'ed disc:iple 11 of cha;pter 2:1. auth~red. the ,go~pel 11in :t.he ~d ei:msists, 

·O.f one v~rse in' a. chapter ~idb. to.r vario\1$ .re.as~s is · t}-loUgbt ·by sane 

schola:v~ 'P.'Ot 't .o· be a. p~rt• Qf the o:tig.inal. ''book, 11,7't F~nton offers tha 

al'te-ma<tiv~ that· the· !'belO""iei;{ <fiseiple-11 could. be an ideal. cnaracter 
~ • ~ •• • • r 

. . '78 
m9delled. 0n Jomi., the s.on of Zeb-ede·e .. 

E. -"' · a11·.,. J .,,.11. ... ·is· ·. a- go .. s,-n .... l ..nth cine mess.a"e :. t:h~ t:1terl)a.l' Logos . sse~.~ 1 ...,,_,, ·,:,uu , tr'"'· ...... . .• . >•. ~ . 

. -41·ur .. ~e--_··a-. ... nn'. as·· .. o.:r it~ existence,. t .ha hist.orical J. .. esus~79 
Gf God- \:>ecame:, u .1.,ue; '.Q i--· ~ 

Sajldm~l -st.at es· :chat! 

"'h , F' 'urth Gospel corne~ from the ci'rc1.es ~ieti . objf?'¢t'ed to th.e . . 
• e · 0 • _. . . . o-re,~ ed in the :Synoptic Gosp~J.s ~ John. does 
ex_ces~ive. hwnanity: P · - 8.Y . .. · • .to ."'1. i ed 't,,;i. .. ,,."'f the humani tv 

""'" . . fat a:s the: dece.t.ies·., ..-uo , ""'-81'1. . v~, ~ " · . . . 
~v~ gr:, so · ·· . . · · - a1· · r ni: the SJ1noptists 1 ·• cQncent-r,a::l'i'ion,· 

f ·J es:us. ·out., he t~ away, . so ro . . . . . . . ' . d .. ·, . 0 
. < ' . ' .. • a:inab:te talent,. such•· as._ ski..lJ.:. :-°:PM"~ble.s an •. t:£~, 

on_ liilinanly _at;~ . . . ant to• the- .e.Jiserttial d1VJ.P·1t-y. o~ the .spirit made 
which s.eemed. i~el.~ · J ·: . a.:f t he Fourtli Gospel is l ess a·• P!r,~oµ 
· · to man" • 'l'lle · esus · · d ·...., · · ·t 4 t · ..... , .. ci:. 
;in . · • · • ~ ' -.a: • · th· ·. s and more an embo :i.~ en ... ·7f "~'...: 0 

wtio,,did and Sa:J.d ce.n,~iJ.!l ·;Ll'lg! · · · 

s .P,oke 1~ an, qracle. eo 

I 

I, 

I 
'' I 

, I 
, , 

'! 

:i 
I 
I 
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In John, the Christ al\llayS was; JE}Sus, the historical figure, was 

but a t~por.i? manites~atJon of the Ch:r.-ist. Johnhs gospel .is an 

elaborate "witness document'' to the incamat_ion of that Christ : inc.idents 

serve mostly as preludes to d±-scQurses center,ed around 'the person of 

the Christ. EU Throughout the gosp-eJ.,, cne repeatedly encounters the 

theme of confe~i'sing a.ad denying Ohrist (9:22; 12:42; 13:38; 1e:25- 2'7)82 

as J ohn deals with the 11issue~ of the day11-opposition of hostile 

groups, pri.Jnaril.y: the "J ews-11 ( the people as· a whole as opposed tci the 

individual lea9-ership _group~ f·ound in the Synoptics) a1:1d -the gn.osties, 

particula.rly the d0cet±sts. 8.3 In tenns of gnosticism and docetism, 

especially, JQhn1 s tactic is to se:i,ze .and neutralize the langµage 

and the tendency of both groups and. makfl them apply to JesUS.. 

In the. ,glare of:' John I s sin~ar l;w emphasized IIIEis)iag~. about the Ch:I"ist, 

John the Baptist is canpletely subordinated and becomes merely the 

•first of the many wi'bnesses to 11the light. 11 John deals wit_ll. the 

Baptist, and the attendant Elijah concept, in the first chapter of the 

gospel (1:7,s:,21,2..3,.29,) . In 1:8, th.e gospel sta,tes ··explicitly that 

John was ~ "the light, 11 p_ossibly. a polemic against a still e:>!i,ant 

Baptist sect (which advanced John as the Christ), 84 but more probably 

an attelllpt a.t safeg:µ~g th.e unique~ess of Jesus. The _problem of 

John's priority to Jesus is resolved by l:l.5-: 
11John bore witness or Him, 

d 
. -...i ·t saving "This was he, of :whom 1 said, 1he who cqm~s aft.er $ Crl.,:;;µ OU . , J , , 

ber FIi . "- . k· than I for He existed ore me. me has a h1g1_1-~ ran , 
• , 6 th Fourth Gospel details th.e witness of John Starting w;i.th ltl-7, e · · 

ho.·a·. the story of John~, ct., lac. J.:2--8. the Baptist. It seems to vveln 
. . ,. . . the pro'.Logue te> the gospel (l:•1-1.8) As Wink co,mne_nts, Jonn•s presence lll 

. . . h th E}vangelist says about John here is astonishing; "Not}ljng whic. e 

'I 

I 



could not have waited until 1-•19ft 1185 Ind --"1 b . • • e=, some p rase~ lJl the 
p:rologue and in the sectiQn on. John's :wi tnes;3 are duplicato:cy. 86 In 
l:1,9-51,, tm.e stocy- or John's '111i.tn~s £onna.lly begins, with the Fourth 
Evangelist interpreting John cat1pletelq from tbe point of view of his 
relationship to Jesus as a witne-ss; 

108 

~~ry other ro;e i~ she~ed. a.way. When the Jewish leaders inquire 1.f- perhaps he 1.~ the Chr1.st, he demurs ; in consternation tb.ey sugg~st .lawer t-~tles: Elijah, prophtit . But the Baptist will have no title; be will be on],y the "voice'' of Isa., /+0:3. Not only does he reject t,.he role of Ch:rist, but he ~v~ by way of .denial a "negative confession" tna.t Jesus is t he Christ ; this is the point of 11he confessed., he -did n_ot deny., but ,c·on£ess.ed 1
11el7 

Tht"'oughout this section, the monochrOnJatic Baptist be.ars l:4tp.~ss again 
and again..~ he .explains the · phE!Jlom.e.non of Jesus I baptism (1:33), and 
use-s his own 'witness to ca.11 disciples (1 :35-42). 

• • • thes,e "calling stor.ies" oan be seen to serve pol.emical­apologetical interests, if we may assume t h~t t.he respo~e .of th~ first disciples is intended as an e-xample to other Bapt1.sts to do likewise.. For the evangelist has . sunmoned as corroborating witness to the t estimony of John several leading pillars of the church, some of whom at least were John's former disciples.
88 

After 1:51, the Baptist disapi;tears until 3:22-4:.3 when his• baptism is 
compared with that of Jesus . His last words in the g-0sp~l are "fie m.ust 
increase, but l DIUSt dec-rea-seri (3 :30), and his deatn is not ,even 

. ed. .89 ment1.on • 
It is obvious that a ,John the Baptist who was Elijah, the prophet 

la 
. the -Fourth Gospel. If there is, 'ih John, an would nave no p ce m 

bHnh' his . r ·11,,...-rs of the Baptist, then esta ........., mg attempt to silence O ,., .. ~ · 
. rod cti:ve. In 10:40-42 we read: "John Elijah-ship would be eounter-p . u · 

:t ... '-~ ft man was true 11 
• ___.,h;na. that .John sai.Q abou ~ , did no $ign, but eve~3., •+-4•1:j 

. is not to be associated with Elijah-type this means· t,hat the Baptist 
. . enies that he is Elijah in 1:21: miracles• J<>hn himself explicitly d . 

'I 

ii 
I 
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the. GnJ;•ist tra,s no, l1ore:run,ne:i:,.. .~ Walter \-/ink st.at~_: 

For mm IJ,n!;! :r'ourth Eyap_~~sw the id.ea. o,t" a fOJ!'l;ln:tn.ner is ai:iathana; 
notice hoW e:areJully he. ~~ al.te.M:r apptiecf the antig;.ot~ to it, in. 
1 :l:, 15... John: i{l not. the• f9r.e\t"Ql'lller, for the 10gor;, is ~~eady 
erotos {l;J,S, JO.~ and e.ait i:!a,ve, n.o .forerunner, Sihc:e Jqlµ}; is ·in.¢:rel;r 11
the. v0iic~_,.11 

a . wi'lirt.gss \o Jesus, Cht"im:,., he ,fio long.er c9nf,o~ to ·a.rzy;, 
known f'J.&Ur~ ·:w:lthin t.h¢ . fi'aru~rk ~f Jewts·t), e,xpe.eibati~n.90 

In fact, the, pr.o,phet Elijcfu nimself has no l?:OJ11e· w'i~h;i:n the entire gosy,e~. 

J e.sils can.hot b.e. ai ~ew El:tJ~, ~ihce he. erlstect :fr-alil. ~h~. begirining. 

JudaisJn, the eulrninatj;qn of whiC:b ;$lijan represented; ~ .been d(;!n.wa.t.¢~; 

in ~onn to a .de~ .. sym};)ql of un.ljell~f; th.us·, in John, the El;ijah figure 

has: been emptied of ·me~ll:lg in. t;he f'a~~ ·gf th~ all!'"'tr.anscendent Loges. 
I 

, I 

' 

i 
l 
. I 
I 

I 



1 
~! W,!_ Argyle, The Go's,pe.'l, Accb'rding to. Mabth:e:w- ,(Canioridge: Ohiversi~y. P~sa,., 1963}, ·1 ., 

i2sp~,re~ ·an& Stnitn, op • . cit •. , li'l'a: 
3
$ne~an· E. Johnson,, 11~he Gosp~l. Ac.eardiih~ to St,. Matthew:. Int.~duc­

~~on,, .and Ex'e.:gesis, 11 The Interpreter's, ,Bible..: (New• !o,r.k: Ab,ingqp~, 19,5i), 
''V!:t,: ?.41 .• 

~p~vey Md, Smit)¾ op. eit.; ll7. 
5Jo~-s~n., ·op. ~it., 24].,. 

6
A,rgyl,~,, ·ol?:- e:l.t •. , . 1? .• 

7$pi:v-e-y i:ll'ld' $mit)l; o.p.. ~it., .1,16,. 

8Ibid •. , 11$. 

9Johnson., OJ?.• c;!t •. ,, '2}1. 

lQlbW. • .,. 24.3 • 
11lb·· id• · " . ---
lj. · · , . ·:e· c·--t r:. n:r,f!J!(a.e'! o .i "' ~ ., h 

14$,pive:y and Smith, ,O.B• .cit .. , l~. 

·1:5:Lbid. -



lll 

24 
~andme;L, op. cit . , 170. 

25
Theodor M9mmaen, The· Provinces of the Roman &i.pire (Chicago: Ares, 1974~, II:11+5. Mommsen details sqme o:t the privileges }'lhl,ch the, Jews obtalned from the Caesars: 11The Jew;i:sh kingdoiii. obtained the best possible posi t~on whi~h co'Uld be gran~ed to a client-state, complete freedqµi fr9m dues, to the Romans and from ni:b.it~ occupation and levy, whereas c-ertainly the duties and the expense of frontier defense were to be undertaken by the nati:ve government,; The town of' J~ppa, and the-:reby ·the connection with ·the sea, were given back, the independence of ipt~rna.1 admins.tration a.s well as th~ free exercise of religion were guar~teed; the rees.t_ablish­ment , __ hithe!"to refused, of the fortification of Jerusalem which had been. destr<.iyed by Pompeius was allo.wetin' (17.6). Even with the transto:nnation of Judea into a second-rank Roman province- in 6 C,E~. Jewish religiow, institutions -were left intact. Within the empire, Jews enjoy-ea. thE!; statue or ;eeregrini, that is., they co~ld iiv~ within the polis and y.et still follow the Torah. J ews wer.e also exempt fr(!Dl milita:ry service am t.ax collection. 

26Ibid. 

27Frederie Huidekoper, Judais11l at Rome (New York: James Miller, 1S76)., 

l28-Ib:td., Z,3. 

i?$J. N. Sevenster, The Roots of Pagan Ant.i...Semitism in the Anci,ent World (Leiden: Brill, 1975), 196. 

JOSimeon 1. Quterman, Religious Toleration and Persecution in Ancient Rome (London: Aig1:on., 1951), 103. -
31sandmel, op. cit., 171. 

32.rinsley:., op. cit., ·14. 
33

5
• M L · 'G:Umour "The Gospel Ac-cording to St. ·t~e: Introductic,n -ac ean The ln, t~rpreter's Bible (New York: Abingdon, 1951), and Exegesis, 11 

-
VIII :5. 

34Ibid., 6. -
'.36Ibid., 7. -
37nruey, op. cit., 18. 
38 , - - A COlll!lentary , on the Gospel According to St• A. R. C. Lean1: ' k 19·66) 5 ( d , Ad~m and Chsrles Blac ., , • _ Lon __ on; n: ..,,.. 

39Tinsley_, op. cit .• , ll. 

40spivey and SmitQ, .2P• cit., 150. 

Luke, 



41.i.eany, op. cit., 1. 

42Tinsley, op. cit., 2. 

43 Leaey, op. cit., 4. 
44s -1 . , --.-1 Q-..t . p~vey - uuu.th, op. cit., 151. 
45.sandmel, op. cit .. , 170. 

46orury, op. cit., 9. 

47Tinsley, op. cit. , 17. 

ll2 

48 ~ othe.r interests eharacterize the narrative of Luke! he gives pro-nunen~e to the WQ"rk of the. Spi.rit,. partiicu;barly ~ the, two introductory chapters. Prayer life is also a focal poirtt, as is the l:"ole of women in the gospel t;r~i~ion. Th~ birth and in'f'ancy narrat:iyes testfey• to an interest on Luke's pa._i-t in presenting the story- of Jestl$ as an organized, . ., "Helletiistic" biography-. Resurrection appeq;ranees are t .ota.lly absent fran Mark; L~e supplies these, and even carri~ the resurrection appearances over into the Acts volume.. Other interest,s: aympathy 'for the poor and the proper stewardship of wealth. See Gilmour, op. c3.t., 7-9. 
4911. A. Guy, 'rhe Gospel of Matt.hew (Lon,don: M'\c,niJlan, 1971}, 39. 

SOTinsley~ op. cit., 53. 
511eany (op. cit., 41, 80) sees this phrase as an exception to Luke's J)'attern of not associating J0hn with Eli'jah. The words ''spirit an:3. power, 11 ho:we.ver, are nieant as qualifiers : John is st i:!,l not, a~coni~ to Lu,k'3, ;El,.ijah hims,elf. That role is -reserve~ for J :sus.. It . is possible that here_ in the opening of his gospel, Luke l.S deal:mg Wl.th the fact that prev-ipui; wr,it~r~ have -1.U'l~quiy,ocally equated J~hn wi~~ Elijah! .he-:;, he 1•corrects'' the.in by saying that John "'ent forth in 

11El1.Jah 's spirit. 

52.rinsley, op. cit., 44. 

53Ibid., 98. 
54 Argyle, .;:;.OP~•:..-;;c,;a.it ... , 13'2. 
55· Ibid., lJJ. -
56c. H. Dodd, The Parables of the Kingdom (Loo4,on: Nisbet, 1936), 4.8. 

57Leany, op. cit., 22;3. 

58 Jo~son . .,. 9.E• cit., ,383. 

59Leany, op, cit. 224. 
60Dodd, op. cit., 50. 



11.J 

61 
Oscar Cullmann, "The Return of Christ · '' The Early Church (Lond""": SCM Press, 1956) , 155. · ' - -.-, 

62H K . 
• • MacArthur, 11Parousia, 11 Interpreter' s Dictionary of the Bible (Nashville: Abingdon, 1963), 659. -

63Doda., op. cit., 162. 
64 · Ibid., 54. 
65Ibid. , 194,. 
66. . 

. 7biern s~olarship ie. deeply indebted,. to Dodd tor his wurk in Christ-iari eschatol~gl.ca,l p~rables. W! can~ot , however·, always accept the ~on­cl.Usions that he deir1.ves .from his evidence. D~d use.s the 1tQ11 symbol to denote that_ "stratum of the First and Thil,"d Gospels in wnich they agree ~ogether but do not s·eem to de;pend on Mark as a source" (39) • Thus, hQII is a str~tu:m rather than a written text as a whole. Mark and 11Q14 are 
f?r Dodd., ~he Primal-y- sources: "I ,d.o not 'think criticism has ,yElt pro~ 
Vl.d~ ~s wit.h any bettern organon fo,; approximating to the original trad.it1.cm of the. words and works of Jesus than is supJllied by a caretw. study and caiiparis.on of these two. 11 • Essent,iaU,, Dodd wishes :t.o posit most of .. t'he parable.$ as Dominical, ~ch leads to some: interesting conclus1._ons. For example, on page 57, he writes : 11 • • • we find 
that in all fo~r of the main sources , or .str.ands of tradition., which criticism recognizes, there are fo~ecasts of pe~~ecution for the followers of Jesus, both direct and allusive. Such forecasta are 
ind:.eed s.o emphatic and so cha.racterii.st:ic of the whole temper arid tone. of the teaching that it seelns impos:tible to attribute them all to the later reflections of the persecuted c;hurch. 11 Such emphasis could came from shared experience throughout th.e sourc;es, and d-O'eS not mean that the traditions were necessarily early. Dodd 1s state11tent is especially questionable since., as he later writ~s· ( 59) : 11?trange,ly enpugh, the Jewish authorities s~em to have been contep.t w:i.t}J. the death of the leader, and to have left his followers alone. It When applied to the P!lrables, Dodd I s methodol,Ogy f.a.lters somewhat;- in the .parable of the Faithf!Ul 
and Unfaithful Sentarits (Mt. 24:51; Luke 12:42-26), Dodd sees the unfaithful servant who sa,ys in his h"8art 'tmy master is del~g his arrival" and begins to beat his fellow slav:es as Jesus I way of describing the Jews (I), since, if th.e parables a-re Dcmihical, ''what would su~ a p-icture be ~ect.ed to suggest to hearers o! Jesus ~o lmew nothing 
of .a. long delay in the second a,dvent? 11 We :would se'e m this' ~ara9le a . chastisement of arrogant or heretical church members . T~e evidence th~t church concerns did play a la.rge role in the eschatological parables 1s quite strong, however , which leads Dodd to P:eserve his argutnent !t>r dominicit.y by writing (1?4.): "It seems pos~ibl7, there!ore, · t .o g;tve to all these I eschatological I par.abJ..es an appl1c.at1.on with~ the context of the ministry of Jesus. They were intended to enf?rte his appeal to men 
to recognize that the Kmgdom of God was. present _ lh all itstmiOJnentous ·: and that b;y' their' conctuct in the presence of h ~ t1re-eondsequenc~si, s the~ would judge themselves as faithful or unfaith.ful, men Oil$ eris ,., . d t"'~ adapted b .... the wise or foolish. When the, cri~~ ha,d passe , .....,., were . ~ . . Churcb to enforce its appeal to men ~o prepar~ fo;; the second and final 
world- crisis 'Which it be-lieved to be appro~ch1ng. 



.. 

J. 

" 

,., 

t, 

. , 

67 
,CullJnann, op. cit., 1J+7. 

6~ 7lod.d, op. cit,, 101. 
69 Ibid. , 122. 
70 Argyle, op. cit., 124 • 

. 71c.t. J. c. Fenton, The. Gospel According to John (Oxford: Clarendon, 1970}, 25.. 

72wub~rt F. Howaxn, ll'fhe Gospel Ae.cording to. John: Introduction and Exeges~_s ., 11 The Int.er;pret·er' s Bible (.New York: Abingdon, 1951), Vlll:4,40. , 

?'JA. K. _Hunter., The Gosp.el According te Jobn (Cambridge: University Press, 1965), 3-4. 
74Fenton, o;e. cit OJ 25~ 
75 Howal.'d, OE• cit., 440,. 
76Hunter:, op. cit., 12-13. 

77Fenton, op·, cit •. j) l.O.ll. 
78Ibid.,, 12 • 

79sandmel., op.. .cit., 268. 

SOThid., 267- 268 •. -
81Ibjp.., Z'/4, 

~alter Wink, o;e:, cit., 89. 

a,Howard., op. cit., 437. 

$4win_k, op. cit., 88. 

85 . -.d <trt, ~ ... , 0 ·/ 

86 1 · t sections run as follows.: I6id. The two dup icat?"t'Y. l:19 arid this is the testim~y -"I:7 He came tortes llll®Y 1 ,30 This is he of whom. I said, l :15 This was he of whan I UA'ftei" me canes a man who r.anks .:..a IIHe ·""o comes after nie . b f . ..... n 
Sa.LU, ..,u before me, for }\e ·was e ore ...... . k before me .• '' 

b f · 
ran s 

l:Zl ·he wt:io comes . e ore me. 

87Toid., 89• - -
88Ibid., 82. -
89lbid., 95, -

t 

I 



As alluF.ing as .it . '' .. ,d ·b . t' ,. ' . · : ' w......... e o pos;it a @oup ·a£ su.l,>s4U'ibers to arr 

''El1'jah_ Christoloa;1r.1t ;who WeI'e resp;..ns,f ·b·"·e, tq· ... th , ... ·-·t f Eli.· 
o,; .• • . " · "'- · • · · a. ex:1.s ence o -.' · attle. 

_p,.oti.t.a .ltnd re£erenc~s in, th~. GQ:3_p.els:; we ~aye 'fo~d th.at ·there is np 

Wa:q" t,b,at we ICEl.tl do ,so s~ien,tif'ir.-e,1,,1..... Ne-~"'·" · ~ _ ._.J "~ . :"'w,er ,1.,0~ l.l(>r· :,~action 

crl:ti~ism C.$ avail us, .s·ihee th~ m~i'UD) Qf the Jltir:ae-le t~e i?" so fluid 

tn~t, :it $,s. im:pGS$ible to e~a:bli~h J.:;tt1:'tacy 4~p.endenee. Where mot..frs 

a.re ,itduplicated" ;in an~ient nii:ra~le collect,ions, su'Ch liupliea.t~n d.oes 

n-<:>t neces-s:ari1.y ci:!:,gnify 0¢1.sciotis bor:rowihg fl'Oln •on:e t~aditiprt to•. the. 

oth~r. That ideo1Qgi-cal. motives coul(j be deduc·ed fr-c;,m such .duplications 

when they a.o oe:cuz: is out· of th~ g,u.esti®. 

Th.is is not to, St!Y. ~hat a . group "'F)i~b s·ay Jesus· as- .heir to the 

.rn.iracl~, t.radl:tions of the Books o.f 'i(ing{l. nev.e.l;' $iQ.Sted., If· s~ch a 

groµ-p ,pa,d ~stei:t, r.edact.ii.on :cmtic:1~m -w.o,uld: have bee.n .he1ptu;L in 

ana~sin:g bQ'li :\;he Gos_pe,l reda.<,rtol'S' altetid .and• diluted their. traditions 

to a:cc~P<i.ate. or· shape tbe e:vGil~g Christologr; in o.ther iirbrds . ., r,e-. 

gaction c.r.itic~s.!li co)ild ha,ve ·pe;lp~ us eXPl.aiin. wh¥ Jesus p:e.r,fo:i;m!;r 

Eliap,ic m:iraqles, y~t- ,is- ma.de to, dew tb.at -he i .s Eli..)~.. Since lfe' 

cannot establish t~~ enstence ,of such a sroii_p:, redaciiorr ... cr1tioi~. 

remains of J;imiteq 'use.-the GosJ?-~l authors inaY,' nave :edited out .literary. 

para;Llels iii the texts .• 

'Some scnol.ar&, as we .tia,ve s-een, ha.ye a;4opt,-ed th~ theo.ry of Jesus'' 

· .1• ... · .. · lf -~de·nti' "-,:, ,. '--;m,;.,,. that Je~us tfr~t. s-aw h-imseli as. Elij'ah, e:v:o nng se . - ... · "'", ..,.i,a-= .... 

b. t ·. • to 4-',. ,,.1,·8 on £or h:µns~l! the ~ale ,of Ch~ist and. deny the Elijah u g_re.w "~ ., 

.A,t;·.hers· ha. Y . . e at.teuipte!i to e~Iain the disc:tepabcy 'between Je,sus 1 
role. v1.1 

• -- ·· · · t · ... , sin the qase implied. ariQ. EPtJ)ztessed roles l:11 other ~, some _ lllle.s.,, a ... . . 

. •· redae~ion- crit'icism to. prop~e· that 0collec~ions; or ·P. Aeht•ie'r\; µsing• . · - '"' · - · ·.. · - .. 

11 

I I 

I 
II 



or catenae, of these Elianic miracle stories existed ltlich were later 
q.ismembe.red by the Gospel redactors. In the ;Long. run., however, the 

ll6 

only statement that ,we. can make with any confidence about the phen®tenon of: Elianic ,motifs in the Gospel miracle stories is that it, demonstrates t.hat typological parallels between Jes~ and Kl.ijah were part of the 
litera,ry arsenal_ of the· Gospel au:tho'rs. 

If we are to move f?lan literary a.nai,sis to history., if w are to 
,mderstand what tlte Elijah-figure meant to the gospel aµtpors, in t .erms 
of their struggle to preserve Christianity in the face of crisis, we 
mus.t examine the passages in the Gospels where Elijah is mentioned 
e)!:J)licitly. We have found that, in the course of a i'e.w decades., the 
Elijah symbol t.Tavelled. ·a full eircuit. In Jewi.~l). trcl.ditiCJl., Elijah was to bring in· the "Great and Terrible Day of the Lor<;i" (Mal 4:5). 
Elijah was one of several su:ch figures who we:re also named by Script-q~ to fill this role'; parallel e_schatolQgical nopes mcluded the "Prophf31;; 
like J{o.s~" (Dent. 18 :15), the 11Son of Man.," the 11Suffering Senant," 
and the Messian, son o'f David. 

Each Evangelist used Elijah in NS-ponse to the .J?a.rlicular crisis 
Christianity faced at the t:i:llle his gospel was written. Mark adopted the Elijah or Malachi 4:;, but he altered tne role of that Elijah to 
make the p!!Ophet the forerunner of the Mes-.s.iali., 'a coocept not f'oumi 
in J,xlaism. He did this !or two -reaaons, one of which was to aid in earl:;r 'Christian debat.e 'W'ith Judaialn. At the t:ime Mark was wri:tten, • ~ • -d J .. -1> .. ..:sm .-... 8 engaged in a war over the inheritance of 
Christ1an1.ty an uw:,... . .,._ _ 

Jewish Scriptural protxo:ses. Jews bad challenged Christian preaching 
· t · to Malachi 4 · 5 • since Elijah 'had not 

that the End had CODl8 by unung · • ' 
ot .. '-, .. have arl'ived. Mark responded -retul'lled, the new ag~ cou:ld n possl.u.i-., 

, , 
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by conflating Isa .. 40:,J and Mal 4•5 . • • and making these V'erses cortesporid to John the Baptist, a relatively well-knQWn figure. John the Bapt:is-t was Elijah; therefore the new age had amv~. 
Mark's second reason tor malting EliJah the fo.rerunnel! of the Messiah was that this· formulation would make John the Baptist the fo:rerurmer or J~sus·. Jolm I s pr:idrity and independent reputation had long been a 

problem for early Christianity; Mark's ~getical formulation acknowledged the 1>eality or John's accOlllplistunents by giving him a place in Ghristian a.alvation-histo:ry·, but it preserved Jesus I supeTiority by making John 
his forerunner. 

Ma\thew preserved Mark1 s identification of John with. El.i_jah, put 
did little to st~ngthen it. In fact~ the verse,, "if you are willing 
to accept i~ he is Elijah wno is to come-~ be lllho :h.as e.an, let him 
hear," indicates that the del.a.Y in the Parousia was raising questi_Qns 
,in Matthew's mind about what kind o.f Elijah John the Baptist h,a.d. been. 
Mat:thew's wrld showed none of'.' tbe signs of the End Time, at· least n<?t, 
outwardly; thus, Matthew ·was concerned with nia:intaining chureh 
discipline in tlie face of the delayed 'fuirlllment or Cln~istia+l hopes. 

Luke, on the other hand, responded to a dH'fererit el'i~:is-the fac't 
that Chriatianity as· a ·separate en.tity was illegal in ROJIWl eyes, and needed respetta\>ility (==ant:i.quity) to grow as a relj,giop. Therefore, 
Luke ~qu.ated Jesus witb Elijah,. so that Chr:i,stiani:!,y coul4 be s~en as 
the logical. fuJfilJment of Judaism, and so tnat the new 110vement could 
inherit Judaism's legal status• 

John, the Fourth Evantelist, d,eilt with the theological crises of his 

J 
smi.c I:.ogos who existed before the world began. 

day- by making esus a co 
11 t J he- was merely the first 

John the Baptist Wa.13 l)enr ••prior o· esus, 

'1 
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witneS'S to 11the Light II Eli · · · ·· • Jah, as a hls:tocy-bourid figure, was totally 
irrelevant to the Fourth Evangelist's Ohristology. 

Given the, highly sp.ecialized uses to which each Gospel writer sub­
jected the Elijah-symool, it is no surprise that we. hav:e encounte.r.ed 
difficulties in utilizing th~ methodology of seve'ral scholars 'Whos.e 
approach invPlves hal"Jllo~inng Gospel acco\mts to pl'oduce a composite 
11history. 11 iSome scholars treat the New Testament as a whole, and assume 
that ever~h~g that occurs in the Gospels real.ly happened. They then 
att•empt to reconcile c<:>nflicting gos~l test:bnohy through speculation 
arid exegeais, weavhig ela~rate narrative t beories over the thin net:work 
df sources. In other words, these scholars are p~u(?ing •worM of 
religious faith, creating 'l!loden, exegetical mid:r.ash of the highest order. 
I use the te.rm 11Jnidrash11 not .in a perjorative s~se; rather, we should 
see ,sucb ·scholarship as a way in •which modem people ~an enrich their 
faith. and rejuvenat·e the modem Kerygma.. In each case where harmcni~ 
~ation is used, however, we find that personal faith }u.ls caused the 
individual scnola,r to cross tne boun.cJ.aey betw~n literary anacysis and . 
historic~ aruµysis, :t.o • use literary ev;id.enc;.e. for historical, purposes. 
This is a boundary which ough:t ,iot to be crossed in scllolarl.y research. 

I Our stu:iy of the evolution of the E1ij ah-e~hol has revealed the 
extreme rapidity with 'Which symbols can be activated and dhanged to 
fit cris:i,s sit~tions. Because symbols can. be so nexible, it is 
extremely ri'sky- to attempt, to fit them into any tem.po;r~lly, dgid se.t 
of evolutionary "laws" as did .Bultmann. Instead, it appears· that 

- · ed' on both sides or a rigorous debate between two Elijah was a weapon us 

religions that faced oventheJ.ming loss. Pe.ople$ or cultures in crisis 
oi'ten s®den;l,y become extremely- competent inno~ators; this competenc7 
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often flows from the very depths which are: the origin ,of religious 

symbolism. As a symbol of the End Time, of the- ultimate fulfillment, 

t.he Elijah-symbol, was at the qen,t,·er of ·both Christianity• s and Judai$m's 

efforts to re-define their conceptions of the ultimat~ salvation of 

hlllllallity, at ~ time wen salvation, for' both, seemed distant. 
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Appendix! 

N'otes on the Text, of Kings 

I I(mgs 17:l-7 

v. 6. O"!:l.71' '~ven~ . n Thes.e are among :tne forbidden foods of 1.ev. 11 :15it In Genesis 8-:7, Noah sends a raven to search for land but other­wise, ravens are not mentioned m proph-etic literature. Gra;yi maintains 
that the te:iq, sh6ulrl read 'o'~'1~ "Arab.st' :because of tb~ resulting cong~u:i,t,y-: with the following episdd.e of cha:l"ity to a Phoenician womah. 
Oppenheimer2 maintains that this ·hints at a current motif of popular 
agga.da,h concerning_ the docility- of ~s, G!. Jbnah 1.:2; lX 13.. Ravens., however, we:r>e oons iGl:e.red the aban'doned o;f the animal world, as in Ps . lJ+ 7 ;9, Proverbs 30:17, Job 38 :4).. Cf. Mark 1 :12-11+-. 

v. $. .li~'-)~ 11Sarepa.th. 11 Burrtey: This is· a large village hear the sea e~t miles below Sidon. It is significant that Elijah cTosses into 
Phoenician tervitory to perform t.his IIUJ:'acle, s_-ince, as. Gray points ol),t, 
Elijah may· alre,:ady }):ave clashed with Ahab, as lf.3:-10 suggest:s.3 Luke 
refers to this incident in 4 :25ff-. 

v. 19 . .Elijah :takes the son up to the up,pe;r story of ~he ho\$:e. In 
the tale of the Shunamite woman, Elisha does the same. See notes ~o m 4 :21. 

v. -24. 1),i ".h l1'T" h 'r 'ilh V UNO'"w I lmow that yeu a.re a lllail of God." 
$j]nilar phraseology can oe found in Gen. 22:12, Ex. 18 :11, Jud. l7:13. 

I Kings l8 : l8·-46 

V. .31.~· :h :,1")ll},l> lJ')lfb .., ;-)' 'H n)'"~ "Twelve stones. 11 This .is probabl;r a · f . t -· ,,,. •4 ~ ... vhlch Moses does the same. Phraseology .here re erence o ~ - ""'t~ , ..... . • · h rd n,... .. 
ble- Ex. ,,,. in .many w~s especially 1Il ~he us.e of t e wo , .. ., , !'l:!?elll -~ 911 1 

E h f th .....,i.v-lisnt of the which is men:tioned several tiples there. c: oes o · e s.,= 
twelve tribes abound in the New Testament. ,. 

. • h. ,.__ • dealt with as an individual. lt ap.pears that v. .41. Here 1U1a1.1 is ·. . · · id \llhich could 
h ·th EliJ"ah in J ezreel at the tJme this was ~a , e was Wl. t f om the r est of chapter 18. The indiGate that th~s . tale :i.ed· 

5 ts·ehfar!af e ~s -a logi~aI ~d ·to the 11drougbt'1 author ·could .have .insert · ~s . · 
cycle o.f stori es which began m IK 17 • 

v-. 4Zff. Note tne :emphasi~ ¢n t~e·. me~~~!h~ mi~a~i~l;~;~~r ~es 
here and :in lt! :'.32-35° Me-t:,hod 

151;:~ ~ one ot the ei.gn8 ot ·typol,ogieal .. i.: N T t"-ment emphasis on: l!lt::u,.u uae ew es ""'u , . "ah/Elisha· ndracle cy:oles . borrowings from t h$ EliJ 



IK 19:1- 18 

v. 4• llD:J) )l~ 5~\V1 Similar to Jonah 4:8. 
vv • .3-15. ~ere, are many simil i: . . . at Horeb. The 40 day fast ( v a) . :r. :t:i:_es here to the accol.ll'lt of Moses 

theophany is !'elated to Ex •. 33 :1-S J. paralleled by Ex. 34 :28. The 
~ -0 the presence of God ( v . ll) is • ~::e or the word . in relation 1s founc:l in Ex. J :1, i7 :6, and 33 :6: a ta Ex .• 34.:6. The -name Horeb 

v • 9 •0 1 lJ JJ;-J ~~ This alludes to &e,. 33 :22'. 
' I . 

Vo 12. 'i"'l'p'T1 i)?;)>.::)'T '51)? "A still small • 11 and neut.rali z~,s motifs common to all ' · v°.ice. . Here the text seizes and storm are fo-und in Ps . 1S.:l2 · ·Judg~s
5 
•• 

4~
5 

S~r;Lpt~e, ea~hquake:, fire, wrappin:a hi r · · ' g_ 13 • , nab. ] ,3. Elijah •s ~ s ace in his mantle could refer to Ex. JJ:21. 

4
v. 19~ In Ca$tihg his· .mantle over Elisha Elijah claims h' h' son This would be · t t · · ,. im as 18 . • . comns en with the legal context of IIK 2 ,9 - G 5 1?.8-intains that this act is coht.:l.C'tual magic : the mantl~, -s,ince · it h~a.y intimate contact wittL.a person•s body was endowed with h' . · Contactual · · ' 18 

powers • • magic occurs :in connection with Jesus' clothing in Mark 5:25-34, Mt. 9 ,18-,22., and Luke 8 :4.3-48,. 

IlK 1 :l3 Oppenl)eimer6 fir!ds a link between this passage and I Sa,muel 
19 :20.:24, whep Saul s ~ messengers to ,take Oavid. 

m 2 :2:ff. "Remain here. 11 Eli.aha is asked to stay behind twice but 
the third time, Elijah assents. This ngmber p~ttem r es·embles a~what 
tne previous episode of the -oaptains of fifty• · 

v . S., 14.• Eli,jab divides. the waters -of th.e Jordan while going east, while Elisha <:iivides the waters while going ',fflst. This 1:"oughly parallel.a 
Moses at the Reed Sea (Ex. 14:15-30) and Josh11a at th.a Jordan near 
J.erichQ (J,oshu.a 3 :9-17). 

v. 11. "Double portion of thy spirit. " According to Gray-;, Elisha 
ii:;· not, here seeking to excel b.is roaster, but receives the doup1e portion 
entitled by the eldest son under the Law (Deut. 21:77) . This would be consistent with Bronner•s8 interpretation to IK 19 :19, were the casting of the mantle is seen as an ad~ption procedure. A Double portion 
here signifies ·true suocession. 

vv:-:..?t.5-18. The son.s of the prophets look for Elijah fo,r three days 
in a company of fifty. This juxtaposition •of tntee and. fifty is ~emmon in the Elijah/Elisha cycle. There are parallels here w.i.th traditions 
surrounding Moses ' ,g-rave. See Acts of Pilate .xy_. 

IIK. 4:1-37 The unf'aiJ.i1'g vess.el was a camnon mo~if in this_ ty-pe ot 
literature. He.re, the mot~f is more elab_orate _th~ in IK 17 •. In the New Test,atnertt, t hi.s motif ,occurs in Marl,c 8 .:l-10 , Mt. 15 :32.-2.9. 
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v. 10~ Evidently, having the prophet: in one I s hQ!\e was considered. lucky. His sta.~g j,n the upper story of tne house C.ould have be~n a result -or his .beil)g rit~ sacrosanct, which make it :unsafe for him to ent~r a cdln!non ho~. ' · 
v. 21. Mother puts son. in the chamber and then closes the door. Gray s~s that this preserves the nefesh, or soul, of the victil:I.l. The use of i.tr.l t .ies this ~ with the story of the debtar woman in 4:l+. 
v. Z7. . Geha~i tries to reject the Shunamite wo~. This could have some relation to I Sam 1 :10, ·especi~ in the use of the word ;, '11.) • See Ma_rk 10 :13. 

Footnotes to Appendix A 
lJohn Gray, I and II Kings 1 a. Commentarz (Philadelph}.a: Westminster, 1963), 3~9. 
2a.enjamin Oppenheimer, ,Nevuah ha Kedumah be Yisra.e1 (Jerusalem: •~gnes, 197'.3), 230. 

3Gray, op. c·it.; 336. 
4t.eah Bronner, The Stories or Elijah and Elisha, (Leiden: Brill, 1968):, 

5Gray, op. cit., J6&. 
60ppenh~:imer, op. cft., 191. 
7 Gra;y; op. c1t., 

8aronner, op. cit., 54. 

.1 

\ 

! 
I 



123 

Appendix B 

This is a partial l.iati ,of, p.trrases and words which link Elijah and Elisha to Pentateuch~ traditions. 

Ex. 16:4, a, 13. God provides tor 
Israel in the Wildemess . 

Poss:ible rererenie· to Ex. 21+:2. 
t;0.).'"1 used often in both te:¢s. 

~8:31 t)''J,)~ 'i'.'1'VlJY D"n'tV 71j:>"~ ~. 24:4, '"j>"'l also used several 
times. 

18:39 

19.:8ff. Elijah flees t.o 'Horeb v.l.a Bee.r Sheva: 

a. flight to dese~ 
b. 4,0 day r'.~st 
c. :-i,.l1:1.l7l ; ~ 
d. ·. th89phany 
e . use of .,-:ll7 
f. ::i:1:n· 

IIK. 2 :,9 Double portion of -spirit .• 

2:1-14 Divicles waters. 

4:16 

5:19 

6:18 

Gen 16:7; 21:15. 
Ex~ 3:4. :,28 
Ex. 33:22 
Ex. 3J:18 
Ex. 34:6 
Ex. J:l, 17:6, JJ:6~ 

Deut~ 21.:17. 

Ex. 14 :15-.30, Joshua 3 :9-17 • J:{~ses 
crosses going east, as does El:i..Jah. 
Joshl.$ cross~s going west, a.$ does 
Elisha. The use in Kings of 71~., 
is llri.rrored m Ex. 2.:u-12. 
(dpP,enheimer). 

Gen. 18:10, 14,. 

Gen. , .35:16, Mh7 

Gen. 19:ll 
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