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An E*reninat-i,on o:f t .h~ ':f'e.rm Dere'k Et,etz a:~ F.q\Uld 
.fn l!::a:rlYi T'a-J.mudie vl.nitinJ~:s 

VI. ter·ally tlie wo~d,s Del'ek Eretz m&y b .e: try!.anslat;e:A 

a.s, tbe ··1 w:ay o:f .tb~ lartd.,t, . Thl.s. li ter ·a.l t:r--an_:frla•tion_s w.ould 

'.indic·ate the gene1\ally a..·c.ce:tit'.ed beh~vi.e)r 1;>a:t·t ·e:rn or ~ part­

i:cu.la.r location. Thus; ,at·. the, ·ou,.ts,e.·t, -:t.t w:o'Q.ld be q.iffieult. 

p,p. t.r eat .D.er-ek E-r et z. as a un.1 v er.s-a.l c en.cept . for, a:pp tW~n::tl;y 

by lt,~ ver-w :naJ;.ure-, the D.er·e-k' Ere-t.z. ~f' a s:!-'-tu~t;io~ is q'e-t .e.:r.:tni:ned 

by th~ a.c:c_e·-pte<'l. -lb~-tt•;¢rfl. of a partiou..1-a.v pl~:c-e,. l_I'h.erie:f0re, t:tie, -

C·©neen:t Dex-elb Eretz--1 must, of t)ec,~s.si,ty varr :frem plae.e t-o 

t>la.,G~' . 

'ThJ1n,. teo, tlil~ere ·is the eyd:~iop.fal ~·-qns:J;d~ra.'tio-n of 

tne :oers:on inv:ol:veq :t.:a t.h'e situa.ti:0n... As can be seen. flrom 

the• Mas:_sektoJ- -De:r~k Er-et·z tlie· sGho.lar ha.s. <lefini te :Pules qf 

Der~k Ere,t.z he :mus,t to_Uow. ;iewev.:er, the-Pe is no indic.at i on 

the;-t tl;i,es.e ru,l"es· also apply t ·o -the a.rt is.a~.. th.~ storek.e:e:l_:>er 

or ihe hou·~.ew·ife. ThtH:!, no·t only wou,ld D$'1."·ek :!wet~ 'di.ffef 

$.C.c.0,r·a·1n~ t .0 place but 1 t would ,al.so difi'er. @.cc:ord_ing tQ p,~J:1.s -0n. 

'the; c~rtt,¢xt in wh:igh the tel1'ln J?e.~ek Er·.e·tz -appeat>s in o:r4eI' to 

9-e-ter1ILl1;le' tp.e s;p:e.ci,:fic use q:f t.he t~J'tn. T.hl.1s. , an'5'"· o'iteM.11 

de.f'i,nftlQn -of the words .. Der·ek E'retz, whil_e·. it mig__nt prove• to 

'b·e a 1vr<irkin;g. ·o~<B•t'~ f-o!'• thie t ,arm-, would; be ina,~.e·quate. 

Q;u:tt.e trleai'.l_:;y ·th.er-~ @ ,e. in-stances 'in whi-Gh the .auti:lo:r 

of' a g;i'v·en pa•s-~age,. wa-s . ne~· toQ· ex::olici.t in his use o.f the te,rm. 

In tho,se it}cs,,t91n~,e·1;3: it- b,ecotnas n~ce-s•sar:y: :t:o. f'ind par·~U.le-1 pas,s ­

.a~<es , .. either in st.r,uctu;re or content, t0 -det-el"l'll:in~ the ttt~:·anfng 

of the :d.ouott'u.l t,a-ssage. 

Onlr a:fter d:eterm:ln·ing pi:fe soee-ifie d·e:finition oJ: the 
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term D:er·ek Eretz ip e~eh of' t}le co~t,ex.ts in whi~h it a:,in:i·ears 

1s· it p,o.s.s:Lble to -arrive, at some kin-4 of pa'tt.ern f'°or t-p.e use 

.. of tl).e ·t:~~. 

'The •pr~l;>·lem cf' the dating, •of :a:rrQ,n:ym.qus, pa~§i,a&~s maltes 

ft imposs•:i'..l1>le to ~:stg9J.1"~h,, ·with cert'Ji,int-y, t4e chrqnolog\~til 

Even if this d_ifi'iq,ul ty were - - -

not pr.$-.sent» Vff.J' wG>uld :still .note tf.i:at there .erlsted tw.o or. thr.ee 

tpadi tions with r •eg,cJr~ to tn,e 'l.lse, 9f' tb.~ t ·~rm. whi·cn wer~· c,_pfit­

emt,o:i:l~n-ecnis. Ther·~·.f'9r_~ , th_e ma.t ·t-er o,f ch,r10noJ...ogy ;add$' li tt.l .e 

to 0w und~rs tan.ding ci.l' the t -e,rm • 

.ii(ijw~ver,; 1.t 1 t ~er.e: p.0·ss:i·ble t0 estaltfli.sh some ·b~s=ic 

definitipn of ~.he term. Derek Ere,t:~ •f'r•om ~hieh al.l t>t h~!" def-init.i ens­

o,f s,ba•de.cs o.f mean'ing mignt :flow, th~n. -a patt:ern f,0.r the .u_se 

0f t.n.:e. t -erm. :c 1ould be €iev-el.ot :>ed. 'The .. author~ ·at.te~pts i,:p. the 

:first ol;i:'a'9tf1}'.r of thi.s paper :t .o ·es tab'lish: -t.11.Ls basle de<Tini tion. 

Tnts is th~, }rey to th:!3 -:e:n.:bJr:e p~:p,;e,r a.:.nd ~' t-hose defl·lh.iti.ons o:f 

t'h.e tem ~,11:1cn. fo::!,.Low ·~e of a su,.p:p:len:i.ent~ry na:ture, ex.pan.ding 

~d l :e-nding· tflexi.bi:l:Li ty to the us:~ of the 't .eri:n il~re:k ~~t?-.• 

D.e:re·k Er .. et·z ,as ·Mdra:J.. Law w•oul~ :f'o~.Ill the o-~s.i.s f'·or. 

t,he mor-e: C6InJ:l1only· .e,ceept~ .. d a:e·ri·n.1 trlons e .g_. prc;,p;er be.bavio!'~ 

wor•l 'a:11 int$rc0u1>s,e. For the ilh:,~•~.l t~,w• :sets. the overr·a.11 Batt,f;lrn. 

In tlio.se in.stance·s ,wher.,e· t~e, t .rB.J1iSl~·tt,0n_ of' c,e;1•tain 

p~s,s ·ages: is $,'IDmewhat .at v·arianc,e w~ tl.l. the o-ollllllon1y. a~eep.ted 

de.fi.ni ti0n,, th~ .~;1i:thQr ·naa pr·6v-i.de.d the He-b.rew or.i:gµiaJ.. 0:f t}ie 

psss,~s;e in the Secpnd f.:n.<.te-x. 

Re,s-pe.ct.f'.u1-ly subntl tte'd, 
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Introduction 

Language under~oes two changes during, the course 

of' i t -s development. It un,d·ergo.es chang~s 1.n structure and 

change.s in content . Unde::r;> the chang-e~ in 1:1tructure, one 

would include the actual physical s tz:-ucture of the language 

viz. the phil'olog-~, the :mor-phol.o~y, the syntax. , Under 

the changes in content would be inc-luded the number and 

kinds of concept.s WL?-ioh the la,r\gµ..e.g .~ can .~J,C'Qres~ and 

the gradations of meanings conbained within the l:snguage. 

Tpus, any gi:ven WQl'd of a language lends itself 'boa 

structural analysis as well as to a conceptual analysis . 

The analogy might be made to a vertigal rutd hori.z'ontal 

plane. 1'he prul.ological study wou~d be the hori zontal 

.plane , and' 'the conc.ep·tu:al study would be the ver,t:l.cal. 

plane . It is safe to assume that the longel:> the history 

of usage a word has the more .complic-ated it.s philological 

development' will be and the I)lore con.cepts will it embrace . 

Therefore , no one definition will su;ffice for a term which 

has be,en us_~ over a o.eriod o-f yea.rs •. 

Then, t.o:o, ao~rt f'rom these c cnsiderations, ther-e 

-1s also the m•atter· of phce., During the s,am~ Pe.r1od of 

history a word may have entirely dif.ferent meanings in two 

differ~nt loeft<tion..s -. 

There is also tbe matt el:> o.f c ontext. Since the 

same word may have i.2;1 a given p~riod o:f time. and in •a ~i ven 

place several shades of' meaning which ~epend entir . .ely uoon 
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the ¢ .. Qrit.ext in Whic-h. the w.ord is use.d. 

!:r;i ·tho-se insta,nce_e Wher'e a term earrie,s· with 'it 

the '.i.Il'.1-P.l:icatio~s. o..f a. PP.Q.~~ ·con.c.·~-p~., th.e'u ].;i •ki~l.ihood is that 

there ·a.re other ti?;rms which. ea,n b~. in~luded :in the .smne 

c6n.cep.t. 'Thus-, the concept g;oe·s t ·ar 'hew-end, 'the-· .'.b9und~ or 

Th~re.:;fqre·, ~b. .$.\fi'itmarize, the matt.er crf definin& 

.a :t:erm is d~p-ende:qt upon th~ -f !all.owli.ng .r·a ,c,tot>s: 

l. its pl;l.i'lolog.ie;al dev·e.lc;>,Pll).~•t:lt 
2'! the Q:!l~tor.ic:a). period in wh;1.ch, 'th~ ·:term i$ 

being• ·used 
3 .. the. p-Lf1c:e· ·in Which th,e- t •er.m is ~.ei:n,g u ,sed 
4. the: e.ehtex.t. i.n which the t~r.m is be_ing used 

~~:r"e-:t:o.r .e, it sM.ou.ld b:e p .0s.si.bl·e to ~xamfne. the 
te:rm I>erek E:r,et·z in t;;~Pm~ of e,~,c:b, of tiaese. ·.fa..o.tor·s. How-e:v·er, 

·•ther.e: are- s qme ·11.mi,tat•io-ns ~nich ·a:o .pr-is:e:n.t the:mselv:e:.s.,. S'ince 

the datin& .of ano~ous Talniu,4ic .pas.saies i'S, extr-ernel,y ~ce-r;ta.1ti, 

,it is. ,n;-~,e.ece$>.slU'JJ to· p1clr a g'en.eral. thne span a.s i:nd.:teat;e:cl by· 

tl:lie title ot t-h.:J.s 'P·ap.er~ If th.er~ s.hould he any vlll':t~ts at 

the te:r.m, Pere_k Ere:t:z, t .lley w'ill ee, inoluded in t'lie; a'.naly.s·is,. 

I.f' t~~ io,~t,t:er . ~f p lac·e: proves. to 1:>e ttf imp~1''tatiee.,, that':, t00, 

wlll. be, pointed out~ The· mat,t-e_r of 'te:ictu;al ana1y,s1.s wi:L). 

e.~rta'inly ;pr ,o:v:e. Of' .. ;ee:ntra.l im~ortance .sinsr~ !t. is. t:r.9m the 

e,ol].t~xt th,tt· we· Will ultiniat.ely :a~riv,e at a Q.efi:nitio.n of' 

De-r~k 1!,~~tz~ 

In aecoJ;>d~ce with the tboye •iiiscus:sion,., 1 t 1.~ 

'al$10 recb.gnized that the C(2nc-e,gt ])~re¥ Er~t:z far ~~eee_!is 't.b.e 
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h9und;.s o,f ·:the use of t~$ te~ lit:self'•. Thus, -usi.ng a 

c·onnnen. de:Ci.n:i ti0n 6£ Der,ek Bretz,. ' it-¢od m.anna'I's' '.aa an 

111U.$,t::r:at·iqn~ ·i t i ,s ll'Uit•e c1e.~ t11,at th.er,;~ ~ .e m.E.UlY :ln­

$t@;~e.~ ;in. Talm:u0..f e '.l.l~ea;>':§it·w-~· wh,ep;,e · go(?.d manners a.re in­

wol v-ea. Plain'ly, thes~r :pass~.es do nqt. f'a.11 w.ithin the 

s'¢=(;)Pe· of this•, ~e,;p·er·. 

Mass,e.ktot D'ere.,l( Bre.'l;z are a· ca&•e in· -pdint~ An 

~x~.i:o,ati,on q,f tqe ma~.(;},r=1;:al ,.f\e,'IJn:<i: in the· Mass~kt::ot rev:e~ls 

t.h.at the· wo:r.k 1s in ess,ence a ~ode of' behava.or for- the. 
•• • - ~ ~ • • • 

scheJ:.ar ·. -Tnus, t~e work,.: in pr1n.eiple; :1:s a: handbook for 

the ·per·son who, wt-sh.e's to--: be. cons•id.e:r.e:d a a'cholar. Th.erePore, 

,thi~, m$.t-.er-l·~J. w::<i:>'Q..J.c} •l:Jli:>.re p;r-~p~rly ·o·e tp~~;:t;ed,, in a papeT 

-on the . .r:ole ,;af the s tholar. .Qt;b,erw·i~e, it, would foiiow 

that tor each dert'in.1 ti.on or f>er~k El'l'~•t'z w!+ich we c:ome u;~on 

ft. is ~quall-y val.id to iriti'oduce ot;h.er· mater-1-al: a.ea•ling 

with tna:t _particular e.onc,ept.. Alth0'u:gh; undoubtedly, this 

tnat.ei:f:i:,al ,w.buJ.d prove, of' ·interest it W·P'Q.ld, -be sµ,p:e.~flu<;1u.s t .o 

the• purp;os e of t(b.i:s p..a.p,er.:. 

Li t .e_ra.lly the wor4s· JJe,x-·ek Ere:t:z may o~ ·:tr-~slatai 

as the tway or· the land,' • This 11 te.ra.l. trans,l"'flt.ion would 

lnd-i.ea.t:e the· e;~nera:lly a'.e:c.e::p-tea Mlh:avior -pat,t :e·rn ,of a p.!ll't.ic.uJ~ 

loc·a,tion. 'JJ.hu~-, at the ou,tset.,, l,t wouJ.d b~ d:i;fi'i.quLt to tr-eat 

Per-~:k. tretz ~~ Bi \llli'lt~ps··al ·e.oncep,t<·! :FG>r ,.., .. appare·ptl.y ~y i t ·s 

ver.y nature, the· be:re'.k E?:~t-z ~f ~ a.i_t.uat.i ,on is d~te~ined 

by tl)e ·aece:pt.ed1 pattern -of a ~,articular place.. The;r,efOi>~., 

the· c0nc e.p·t Derek Ene·tz, must, o-f ne_ce,asi ty v-a.r,y . .from pl~ce 

to 151,a.1~-e. 



I I 
Thep, too, "bh:er.e: is. tb:e .~ddit.iq:p.al c,ons;!ider;?tio~. 

·o.:f the pe.r.sen ·invelved iri the situation. As c·an pe ,~reen 

fr.om th.e- Ma:$1:S,ekt;ot, Der·ek Bretz the ~eholar has- definite r,ul~s 

~£ Derek E:re:trz he m:UJ1 ,t f'ollow. How.ever., ther·e is nQ in­

diqatip~ t.b:a:t· thei.s:e r~es a.1:.so· a'@ply to the ~rti'san, t,,hi;, . 

.a¢cor'ding, t-e per:S 0n. 

Re•t111"n3;ng·., P:OW¢:v-:e.r , to tha lit .. e·ral translati0n 

. llwa,y of the land0 91'1'8 do.ea r~e.o.J~ i ·.ze th:at .t;he J.i tellal trarui­

lat'ion 'i.~ str·ongly ·s·uggestive Gf that :wn;icll. W'.$ ca,ll •m.o~·es 1 • 

More,s ·1s d•e.fli1.ed in trie.. ·W'e'p:ite:r-' s N-~w• I:nte-rnatJ9:nal. bJet1onany1 

Second Edi'tioh,. .l.948 as 11 C:ust6:ms, specd._f1·c:a lI:y· f.i)c~d eust.oms· 

or f:olkwaya imbu.ed with :e·t.b:i.ca,l s,igni-f'leane-e; cust'oms or· 

00nvent.i .0.n~. wh:1:¢.h have the· force. of' law.; :m:.anne.:r.,a. 11 Fr·om 

the· lit;e:ra.l trM.·s;J,at.1on. ·ot· tp.e w0t-.d:s Der''ek ·Eret.z we -ean 

e,sta,blish an ·agr·eement wit.h. lJlQ:st-. •o.f this de:t'tni tiol'.l. I.:t 

i's t:h,e mat-t~_r of' ethical oonsi:der,at;f."ons, w:hi..c.h r •e~_atns 'to 

be aemonstr..a:t:ed . It. ~em~ip.s to he se,en ,vh~tner we can 

.est.-ablish ~roi'fi its cont.ext wheth.er or not the.re are e·tnioal 

·w1 tl'.l re-g-a:rd to the· use of' ·sutl..Iera.1, texts :i.n, th;l.~ . 

. pa.per; a word o·f ; ·exp.l:anat,io:rr m;ust be added.. ~igger in hi,s . 

introduction too ·lifa'.Ss~'ltbP:t D·exiek E:r,etz. (p.11)· 11.st.s some 

forty des~~ati0ns in Scriptur~ which .app:ear to be r·~re­

runners of· the term Derek. &e·t .z. .Ret-e again 'the question 



as :to the kind of material .wh:lch shall be val'id .in this 

pre·s,et1t:a.t lli:.on:. The sairi.e· rul-e a15.p,lt:ed to 'raimv.,d,.i;c p~,:;,~a.ge~r 

.s:h.a};l be. a"(:)pl.ff;'ci t;o •P~~~ag:~s f;r,om: ~crip,tµre! O~J..y t}:l,ose 

1,:);as .sa.g~~· wh;l.i h ,ip •the opi;n.ion _of· the: ~µthpr· pro.ve to ·be 

oi; ·a·1d in .the und'er'stand,f~g, of the-, use. o,f ·the t erm Dere·k 

E'r.etz- w'i'll be. i.ncluded.-
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Th.e. Mora.l Law 

ID.t talkµt 'B'er<.esN t .( L) ( ~c) we, i"ipd the f ·9l low.ing 

pass~g~: 11·ey twenty.--s,i~ g~nerati.0n:s did De,re~ Er'etiz preeede 

the Tor.ah. 11 It is unf.orttma:te. tliat '1ne a.ttthor of this 

,passa:~e· .d:i:d n.¢t follow hLs st:atem.elrit wltn s'ome s.uch e,x­

pJ.s,p~·t1on as, 1i));er,ek Eretz, that la . . •-''. mhe•re are· sa.veral 

qu~stion-s,. apart .fr.©Jn the ·de-t'fniticm: o·f D~pek Eret·z which 

r-emain unap,sw·ered.. Fir$t, wh~t a.re, tne, g.eir~~.aticins F.ei"erF.ed 

t .o in the. 'Q.ass.'age-? s:econd., 1"1n-at is the author ·• s 60ncept 

of· T.or.Qh',? Wh~t d,o·~•:s, he inclu.ae. in tlle te.rm'f' :S"ince. the 

•:pa~.s,lif-~e• is ~~t a.;s c).e·ar ;1..y ,-e :t·~:l;~d JUi we mi.gb_u des;l:.:re, it to 

be, W(iJ cap oal:y $.peeulat~ ~~s to- the explicit me:~g. or tlie 

st~t.am.ent. 

ay tvtenty.- s,ix gen:er-atiQhs., the ,ai,ith.cir IDJ4.y ·:have had 

i'n m'ihd the :s,.eher.a::tions he::~i1m1ng w.ith ·Ad.am and co:nti,nuin:g: 

up,. tQ" th.e t;ime, o.f :the ~iv 1-n~ 1pf the J.~w :~n. Mt. $int;Ji... Thu~, 

t¥1,1s. w,oul4 ,a.1;$'9 a·e.f .,a;ne th(;). u:s.~· o_f the WQrd T<:>rah as th:e 

.law- :glve~ on Mt. '$inat. :rt, ,wou,.ld f9ll:0w tha.t· Der.e.k Eret"Z 

-wa.,~ e.~s-tent ~0ng th:e twecnty ... six ijeber.ation.s whi.ch _pr'e-. 

:ead.ed the .giv in~ o'f: the, law. What this Derek Eret,z: 't$. 

we o8;'n only gil,;e$.S. at, il)i t .hi.s p·~rt;i·o-ular ··coJ:J.te.x:_t,. Sut'e.17, 

it.. ttiU.:{ift b.t _;s.qm;etn.}·p,;g :whi~b- i.s .as im:port·a,nt a~ the Torah 

rot ot.herw1~te, ·the, ~empa:r'1-s-o,n would lose i 1;;~ m~:ani:ng. 

Plainly,. f _t is the To.ral::l which is •beiln~ compared te De-t-ek 

Eretz,. .$:Pd a,n a:ttempt tQ f$et up a t.ime r :iala~ti·onship betwee·n 



th..e tw.o ls. ·1:telng mad:e... Th_~re . .to;re, s:tJ:J.C1e th~ t,~'11.m ·rro:rah 

tn:8.Y bf? eonatru.~ld ~s 'reveal.-e4 law;• it seems iikely that 

the. term De,:rek E:r·etz ~~Y be co'1::lstrued as some ot:her tiy,pe 

icif ·iaw· whi.ch w,as possessed by the tw.enty-.s•,i:x: gene.rations 

'that ;irece.ded the ,.g~v.fng. o'f the iaw:. 

The t~r.:m •natural'· o.r 1:m.Qf!al 1' J:,aw fWQ\lld ~~:mplete 

1fhe f;!;ll~siOI}. in. ·tnts ·pas·~.a_~e ·renaar.tn$ it thus: "B\1 tw.enty-• 

six gen~r.:ati·Qri's di<i th:~ mors,l l~w pree:e:de tlie Tor.ah. 11 

:+n t_he Jewian _E:r;l:e,:.eolol,)etl_ia, V~1,µme v, J'i:~ge 2~·~, 

Emil l'l. H1rs,cn ·in ~ .er.tiQJ~· E:thi.cl:i vwit~:s: ''J'rom t~e· 

stor-ie-s ln Gene-s,is ·1 t Ls a_p~at,·~nt that th:e· Bi)?._te: in. no v1.a,1. 

r-~g::a,rdJ1, mqr .. a:l-i ty asi' cdn:tihJsent upon .an anteced•~nt ~d ?-'lith­

.ori.it~at·ive :p~o.qlrun-a;tion ,,of t.ne. , div•i~-~ wi.11 and law.. The 

tmor~l l.a,w' rest-~ .on 'flh,~ ne:t,qr,e ,of ,~s:n, a.a· ct'Q'd'·s l,1k,e~ess 

and ls ,eipressive thereefi'. It .is t J,1er .e,.fo:re autonerno.us, 

not het,eronoineus. Er.om. t'qis noncejrt ,0f hum~ lf_fe .flow~ 

~d .fol.lows: ne.·ces.Sar:ily its ,e-thie.al gualitt as being under 

ob11ga~:tcm to fuif'iJ. th'e a:tvJne $.nt~ntion. wltlch iG ·in r .e'al'i.ty 

1 ts ow•n, inten;'ti.,,:;n. .Enoeh, RoaA, :Ab:r.,-aha.m ·~'Qil th:~ o:the.r 

·hero.es ot tr~dJti0n.,. rep~~-s:enting. gen~ratif.c;>ns t .nat .liv·e-~ 

be:for.e t~e· Sina:ft1,c r ·eveJ.atio~ o.r :the Law) ar.e <H1pc-eived 

0-r· ·as leadin,g ~ virtu0us life;. wh:tl.e on tn:e o'ther hand, 

Gain I a. rtr!ir'd.er and .:$Gdt>m' $ ·v.i<'Ht.s ill~_s'tr-ate the tb:0ugn t 

,that ri:ght·eous:ne.ss :lil,tl<l its. :rey.i;!r,se are not wilful. ,cre~ti.on:s 

and dist;tn~fionS' t>f ~ .d.:tvJ.pe~l-y .-pr-oola,imed will, but a.re 

'.i,:nh~rent i~ hum,~ nature. 19 

liQweve:r_, t~ere remain two obj'ectd:ons 'too· the translation 

- .2-



ot tb,e ,pass·a~t) as oft.e-req. li'irst,, the '.limit:a.tion plaeed 

u!)'o:h tpe defi,~ ::tion ·Of the term I '1'.or~ l. In or·de.r to 
'i': 

expl~in tne ·t ·ei:-ni ' ;tr,,ent:y:-cS i ~ gene:r .at.i .6rts,t 1 t w aa fie•oes,a.ary 

to limit. 'Torah' to the. ,Fev~~led law oh llt. $ina:t. 'Ihq,ug~ 

Tovah i 's .geh&rally cOi'li!trued ~s the entire tradlt:l.on as 

inscribed in t.:lae, T,an.ach1 Mits does se.em to b1;; the: author' ·s 

·!li:mitat=ion .0f· ·the te;mi i'.ri this pa.:rtit::ul:ar con.t .ext.. For 1.f 

vre t'a,k·e thEi t ·erm 1• Tor~h' .fl.a me,antr.lg tb,e, ettt:iI"·e r~eor4 of 

t~s e;~.tst:en,ce :o,f tb:e · w0ri.d., th.en wl;l;a..t •~~. w:e tliay p;rec"eded 

thg ex:Lste,nc.e of the wo,r lcl ar::!,d. -m~Dtind,..1 . e~cept Gcp. .an.d 

' t.ohu v• VQh11• i The s·eo.ond obje,9ti.on. is th.~t Adam,, ~oah, 

Abraham ant\ indeed almdst alJa of th~ g;eher:ations. preceding 

.the, g:iv:lng o.f t.bie:. ·1aw d'id ha~e. s:ome kfud of r -elatJ(1)nsn.:1p, 

with: G.oii and were, not c:oml:)l.e-te],y f:r,ee . 0t li.is will, . Surel•y, 

the c.ovenant- r ·e·lati0.n:shi:o w,ould i!!d'icate th.at GQd and t1ie 
. . • •. ·- , i . - -- . 

tb.p~ht C:>f ltim. we:r.e i-nfl1,ren~ing •~ome- o'f tlief'.r actions. 

r.t:!his {~ ~- s ·ol1J.eWh~t mope, di.fftcult O'b :J ecti.Qil: ·t.o an~Yf?r, 

except t ·o ,sar. .that none. 0.f the, ~eti,e:ra,;tign$. pr~.e:.~4ing the 

-gfv:ing of the. l.aw•,· though th;ey Tll.$.-Y h .a.v~· had. (a cov·en~n,t 

relat±o:nshi'P .with .O'o'd., +"'eQe,ived ~ ·co·4~ 9f law fr.o:µi. Him-. 

As an :tnte.f'-t,J>et,ati•o.rr of Jeremi$ 51~38 "B-ehol:d 

I Will :Orin'$ them J~om the _nQrth .otmmtr:,, And gathe:r th~ 

from the ,;utterm·ost. p.art-.s t:,f the eceirtli:, And wi-t.h· them. t.he­

bli'nd -~nd the tame,, 1'ne w·oman w,i th Qfiild ~d l):er th~t·· 

tr-.av:aile.th w-1;,.th ,·child to,g.eJ:h~~·; A geat eo~p$!ly' shall tney 

ret:u:rn hi t :her1. 11 vte. find ·in S.e·de!l" Etiyyahu R'a:b.ba, ( 2) ( b.) 



"That .is t .o s:a;y. t'b.~.se ~~e tb..e,: . .Am-ei J:1.aar'"et,z :who p0sse~~ 

Derek .E~etz an~ tn.e: ::re,~t .of the mitz-v:oth. 11 Who• ar-e thes.e 

Ame1i .Haa.r,et.z :as ,dis'.tingµis,nea !_rpm whom?· What i~ thi~ 

Da;f~.~ Eret.z which they pos-sess·? 

ft dges not. {Je~m lfke'ly that · the authi;>r ot tfil'.·s 

pa,s •s•age wc;:,ula. ·equ.:t}:,te ~uch p,e .oJjl;e -as are: ve__r:.s ,ed in the Tor.ah 

wf~h "the bli.ncl a..I?-d tb,e· l~~ ••• w. Tii.Us·, the Am:~.i :a;a-avetz 

mus.t be the ·ge'nefal popul.~.tion which. is •ne-·t ·con,g:hl:e-r·ed · 

,well,-ve:11s ed in matters 6f .Torap.. B.ewev·e?:', the auth.er 

p.oint·s ou.t that they are. p .os•ses-se:d btu:aerek Er.etz and 

the·· tre.A;t ,0f the mizv.,9tli_ii. Do.es the phras.e. ",and the re,s :t 

or- ~he ~izyqth"i i!\dic~'te tha.t Pere.k -:Sr-etz is qn ~· :l!J.ar w:i .'\ih. 

·tt>,e m,izvotb·•? Or d·oe·s t he phr~se1 ll\'e-an th~t ;e,ven th0ugh the 

Afuf)l Haa:r.,etz are not Le:~rnei\ i):). matters ◊f T:0~lili, t-he-y- go 

poss&.sS•, D.e:rak E'i'>e:tz and the rest .of. the mizvoth,. apart· .f.rom 

t.hat of .knew.ing· tn·e 'lorah? Tbe term Amei Haaret,-z it.:aelfl 1.s 

1on~ wni_ch a:ll~ws· t ·o~ v•ar1!0us .. 1.n:tter:p~et.a t 1on's .~s it·, t .oo,, 

h:as Wl{,'i,ep·gp:ne :El; r gth,:er in t r i e:a:t'e <i·ev: eh~J>ment·. Hqwev: er,: 

~roe'eed1:ng Qn t,b.·e ,a.;.ss,umption 'that in this p·assage a: ats -

. ti:x;1Qtioµ is being n;ia_de be·tw~•en the scholan,ly, c.las.s and ·the 

Am 1I·a.,ar,etz,- taken i.n the sense: ef •:the unJ:e.artie.d ·' it then 

i-ema.ins f::Or us to det~rmine what tne l)'a,sis fo~ tha,t 9,istinct·ion. 

ts. 
The eni:9:' dis•tf.11¢.tf,on whi c_q . ·,se.elit~ B.P.P·S.l'ent ls tlila.t 

ef knowledge et Torab,.. The Am Haare.t:Z does· ·not po-ssess 

lb:loVi.l ,~dge·, •e£ Torah but be does p0sse.s.s knowleclge of J)e:r·e:k 



Eretz and tn:e re_ i?·t- .... _,,&, the m.".· ""· voth. Th-. ., v..1. -"u · ~ ~cho1=_1U', on the 

oth~.r. b:e.nd., ls. the p-osse·sso:r of knowle·d_ge of' Toi.ah; D.erek 

:Eretz, ·and tl:101 r ·e·s.t o.f! the. mi~v:oth,., 

I,n e~la:n~tion of S.ang of Sqng$ .f:I.i,3, 11 Thou th~t 

d:v1elle$·t in th.iii gar'dens_,, The, eompani:ona he·arl{:~n ,for thy 

voi·ce: •·:oaua.e me to ne,ar· it .• , -and o:f Is-aiah ~3. a, 11Tne 

oLind that n,a:ve fi:ye-s ·ahal-1 be· br~ught f :orth, .Arta .. the deaf 

t.b:.at h~ve ears. ,i , th.e foilo.vring is £ou,nd 1n :s ,.ed'e~ .E11ffa.hl:1 

Ra'.bba U3) (.c) ;-

IIA:s 1 t ·says •• . • thes.e ar-e th.e Am-ei flaar,etz v11ho have 

Dere·k Er•etz an.a the r~su of t"be ·mizvoth. ~he1 withdraw fr0m 

tr~~gp.es·s.1c;n ana: .fr.om· ever.'N' filthy thing:. And -why use th~ 
. . . . -~ 

ph:r.ase 'char.ishlnP ·.and •v·'azna:ii:n1 ?· !Ches:e ·are the scbolar.s 

and \;p:e ir $tu,de:n:ts Wh!il> ded~c-a·•t :~ t _ne.m.sel·:ves to ,Scripture 
I • ' • •11 
t .q·· th~ ·Mishn® an4 tq Midra-sh •. • ·• 

H~re ·i..s a c_le~ ,.s.tat:ement i ·n "ivhi-.c.h the Am.e-•il 

lif:!J:3,r.etz ~re ~ont:rasted w.i tn the· scholar·.. Tbe· A:tn.eJ. J,;I.atµ-etz 

,~e :s-e.i4 to possess De.t'ek Er•e,tz- ·While tl1e- sbh_olaJ' de-dic:at,83 

him.s&l.f to ·t4e study ctf' $e.,r1:p,tu:r>:e-, . MisM~ a:p,d ·Mtdrash: •. 

IJclne c.ent-r·as·t bet.we-en Derek Eret'z sn9, T·or-a:h ls Q,uii;e cilear . 

It c-annot 'b,e that .D~rek E;re-:t-z,., in this pas.s~ge may. be 

som:ethlngi Whi:,cli wou1~ not: bare- s<:?me disti·ncft,10-n b.~twE;en a 

scp,.:olar 'an.d a,p: Atp. .I.fo-a.r-et,z. '1'he- fac,'t t'liat alth'o\lgh t he ,Am 

I{aaretz, ae·spJte ~is 'lack ·of khowlep.ge, :ot Tqr.ah,, i1:1 gu1d,ed 

b:y some kiri¢ of. lg,:w would indicat~ th.at be,reJr Er~tz 1-s 

tha:t kind r;:,f 1-avi. This l .aw, in tlle light :of his 1.gn.o.r~nce 



-· 

of :r"e:t<ea.led law,; W-Guld· };leave to· be· som~ J.q.n,d,_ gf •:l,nn~t~ la.W', 

the. m:0cral Ia.we. 

:b~rek Er.et·z a~ a :Mpar·at-e ·b .6.dJ; of material is 

ilJ,µstra:-~-ed i:n t:h.is pasis1;:g:e i'r~jn l3e'Jre.koth: ( 4} 

" Ri;.mbl Judah, says: Jre ,( t4e ·Ba~l ~e,ri ') m.'e.y ~.e,;pea,,t 

the: law·s G:f D.ere'k Eretz. •One.a R •. Judah ~!'~er h;av,i.ng h.a_d 

a s ,enti:ria'.-I is-sue was ·w•all:ting ~1:or+g a :r'iv.en b~hk, a:nd h:ils 

.disci,-qle·s ~a.f:..a; t .Q .him, ·"1-'tast~r, ,te,e.~n--.. t 10 u:s a aec,tion .t:r\om 

tlJ,~ la'YV'-s · o{ ]5.~re.k Er.Jrtz~ 11 ~fl _-he w~:nt '.4,o-Wn ~d batb.e,d 

@~. t}'hen. .~e.pe~.ted t0 tb.~m,, T_he-y s~i4 t0 ~::d.n:b "I:I;aye you not 

taught us, lit.aster_. Hte may r .epe-at the· J,a~s .of Dere~ Er-e't.z? 1 • 11 

'He r,,e·pli•ed~ "Al t:h'ou.~h I m:alte conc.es:s]:.ons, t -o o·the--r-s, I am', 

strict wit.h my,aeli' . 11· 

'r.b.~)re. :;a:Pe s,eve::vgl tning~, to be no.tetl in ~hl.s ~assa.ge,: 

1. Tb.e)?~ ls a 'f:!-q.d'f of n1at·etia1 i&.alled Derek ·,Eretz 

f-ri: ex:Ls1tehc~ in the ·t:tme err R. ,Judah 

2. 'This is a a::tstinet 'ct1l-i,eat1.on •. 

3... Th'~t'e ~:.2.tl·$·t$ ~- tr~~i tion. con¢·erning 'tbe~e law~. 

4., The1?e a;:p,p·e;:;trs- to he. a vel~t .ion~hip· pe-twe·en 

·t.:h~ r ,e·ci::t;;~-t'Lon. of the· la.,w,s <;>f De.~e:1f EF·e·tz anti. tihe red.tat-!dm ., 

q~· the $hsllta: a.s f'Q.1;1t1_~ in .6er.a:kq:t.h., 3 . S. 

JY:~t wh.ab. these laws· of De-rek Er.etz. were we .. c:811.-

' no:t kn:9w f'oF e~rtain. The.re are s .e'.v'Aer.al po.se'i ,'bilit·i~s·. 

Fit>st, the·r-.e is- i!h.e ·t>:os.s.t'b.ility t}lf:it'. t}1_ese l§:ws _ar·~ a.fl. oral 

tlta t . th1-s •oral t .r ad1. t1, on o ame to b-e , •a.t a l.a t .e:r d:a te, th.a 

•· 



'Mi;t.s&.e,kt°©jt J:ie-r.~e:lt Ere;t.z wliich w~, kfl,011· to-day... 1'h'e poss-ibillt.y 

i~ p.~rt.ieu:l~rlw ~P'P'af''e:nt when one considers th.a-t 'the Ma:ss·e~t.ot 

Derek .E,:retz. a.re m0.~t,iy cfofic~:r:nea. :witli tlie scholar. 

:A~0ther p..os.sipility· DJ tha:t the Mas--se'1~It.~t De.rek, 

E_r;e·tz wer~ al_r.~.aq:y in etiat~,nce as· a.: writt·en doe.ument. 

However, s,l:mce the d~,t:b1g 9£ Ma,s's~1~ 0t :b.er.~k Erl3'.t ·z 1$ ex-. 

tremely ,:mae:t>tafn,, it v1:0u1,d be d1fficu'lt to establish this •. 

SttJ.1 . .a t'h'.ird '90•s-sihility is· the.t th&se laws of 

De-relt Elret.'z e:rir cmm'plet.eTy urir-el'a.t:~d to ·the ~ass'elftot Derac 

Ere·tz as wf#· know them to-o.·fl.y. 'but, were rather an o.rQ.l tradition 

, e~_no,e·rae4 with -~ore 'th!:!..IJ; the .s ~li'.ola:r. 

In ~ny q~~~·, th_~ us~ of D€1rek :E:,r:et-z. _i'n :this t>assa:g,e·· 

st1:1·0n,g~:y- ~,ugges-ts some ktnd o.f tr:aai t:idn eocisting apart 

from th:e T.oriali and p.oss:ibly ta,e, Mlshnah. 

Isaiah 45.18' is expia.:tn~d -in S·§l~er Eli..pah~ ·z.utE!, 

( 5:,), Cd} in thi~ ma:en,e:r~· 11 G.-o. fe£-tll .:md learJ:). f-roJ.ll' ))eTe:¼: Erl:}t:z 1! 

i lfia.r:! d,©,es, ,no.'t 1,>UilQ. a · .hou:sre at all e~cep·t tq bring fiiuit 

i,n.tg tP•~ or· t,©': bri'ng u,tens·iia lnt9 i't, or t.o bring- m0nies· 

int~ Jt,. PI.' to 'l!:l.ndie a light in it•. So, t6·o) 'the, sons. of 

m~n Judge fr·em th.eir ( 01JID) vta7,a. 'Th:.ey judg:e ,t .hei:n from 

Dere·k Ere:t:z :l,n. 011der t e save- them Pr'.Qni. .th·e ci .!;liY' W.hich .is 

cmnirig "bef6Pe· the:ril •• ·• 11 

I-n. the. a.bove· p~•a-sa~e: Pe:itek ]1rey·t.z is re•fece-red to· 

in tw0 dist.:fnct bi.it re.J..4),ted wa?f:s . In the firc-st ihstan.c.a, 
- ~ • I 

t,he read.a-~ 1$ as~e-d, to· go r·or·tn: 1:nto the W©l'ld. and lea!'n 

fre)Ji Der~,k Eret-z.... He is s.uppos'ed~1 t .6 ob.serv:~ the w.:ayB· 
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.of m.:en,,. parti:.eu,1._ar.ly .tl\e pro~ed,µ.r,.e tn:e.y f'oll:~W in building 

~ h~:u.se.', narve:s'.ting thei.r c:ro':Q,s and sav·ing tli.l3.ir money. To 

le?.t'U p'f th~se th·i:ng·a., ·~s :to lear~ the• ·oro.ep in. v(a.1,e}l, th.e:s·e· 

thing.~ shall be do_ne a.n'€l the ·p:ro-p~r· w·ay: •of doing e ,acr;i thing 

in l ts~:lf. T:b,us, Der~k Ere.t,t '1:nd1eate,s no·t only the- w·?-_ys 

G'!f: m·en but the· na·tur-al <?X'P~r ''<i>f ev·~n.ts·. Th'bl:s , . the -nat.u:ral 

cons .equenc,es er'- bu.il<;l.l ttg ~ hou.s.e ,,~,re the nerc.e,~s:1-t:y for 

pla-1ltin~ and har,ve:s ~ih~. er.ops, Tl:l.rBf:sh.ing, 'tb.e h0-us e·, s~v:i)l)g 

o,n¢ ' ·s m--Qn.ey. 'l:he.re.f-0.re, one sho,u1a. g,o ftat.o :t:;}l·e w·o!',ld ~nd 

1e!:!r.n :t:r-am t.be v,_;s:ys .oi' nrea. D.er.ek ETet-z :ts s-0Iq.ethlr~g compl·e-,tely 

ap_:art from T'or.ah., 

II:n the s,econ~ ~-a'l.r of tfl...e :P-Si~~~g~ t>erek &l;'.etz 1:s 

relf.e,rred t .o ·as :s,emetli.in~,t by ,wn¼,~ men ~re .Judged. ·T.h~y 

a.zre· j:uclged by Derek Ere-tz to. prfe :v:enrt· thei:t,i fron 'bringfn't, 

wo.~ un.t·.o t .h-ems.el vea.. Thus, D.ere.k .Er.etz :ts: s .0mething by 

wtµ•ch to. t'e:ach men th-e way t <l -li;ve,. Derek: 'B-retz ma_y,· ·'b!.e a 

l)l.ore;l ·9 ode 'd¢vel01? .. ed b ;y: inQ e'X~lusi:v-e ,of tb.e wt-1:l;vt 'E,n 'w,qrd 

of th:e law. 

'I:n IS:id.d:u,5.'hin (6) (e} we :r~~4= 11He r1h0 has a . 

lmowledge ,of" Scripture, ·$4 M.is:hnah, and Derek Er-et'Z Will­

not s.oon fall into: sin f.or it i,s written,. And., .(1 thr~ef'ol·d 

·eOI)d i -s· no.t .qu'iekly :broken; .• (:Eccle~;. 4 .12,) ijut n..e that 

.ll:a.s. nQ knowJ..eQ.,~e •Q.:f sc-r·t :pt~e .ap.p. 1{:t~hn.ah: ang De:rek Ere;t,z 

is n0.t p·s,r·t of th·e ct vil'iz_ed w:o_r1a: . 11 

B.efore etl.c_b. (!j_;f the tem·s Scr:tptur:e, Mishneh a.no. 
De~ek Ene-tz ,fel.ppears the w.ord 'v'lct', •neithel''' • Th-us, 



tbe. pa~~,~ge, s.h1:;>\:ll·d be ·f>ende.redl: nBtft' :Qe tbat baa n.either· 

kr:rtiW,le'(ig~ ◊~ Scr"i:pture:, not> pf Mi,shnah, nosr of ber~~ Eret~ 

is net p ~;r;,t ot:· t,b~ c:iv:fl:i.zed world." Therefore, know~edge 

ot ~1 t,her of' 't'he;s.e t~e~ ~at:es◊ries i -s: s -Ufficlent 'to: ma,~e 

one a pa,rt of -th~ o.ivil:I::z-e'd world.. Thus,. e,a.ch 0f the three 

members or the ·ser1e:s• a_p~,eijr·.s '-to he, o.'f'' ',$qu,a..l. lmpo:x-~@~·e. 

It ts qu1. he cle,~ wb.n.t 1~ ,in:e.ant, l:>y ' .Seri.,p:t;ure t 

a:nd'Mi::rhnah' ~ S·cr·1p:t:ure is the rev,eale~ le,.w, 'MlsJm~ i _~ 

the o!ral tr:.afil ti0n grow·-:1'.ns, 'f.1:16m the,. r .e..ves:led law and latei" 

p:ut into wr111-e~n .:f'0rm. ,Xhe de1'ini ti0n ,of Del?e-k Eret:z r .eniains 

i.n d,o-ubt. Tg be -qt· eq-u;al s·.t;,a,~us w',tth S·.criIJlture and M-i~b.nah, 

1t W0'.9ld als<? have tQ 1>·~ som~ kj,n~ 9£ l:g:w· as, t"hat -~ppa:;r~ntl;y 

is the rela.t ·i onshi-p e~strin,g; b.etwaen the first two memoez;,s 

of the serie.,s. It w·ould ne.::1re: to b:e .s~n1e kin~ ,0,f 1-e.w,. tb::e. 

mow'.Ledge o.f · whi.ch; ·exdlusi,ve -of' one's ~ow'.l,.ed_g.~ .9f Sc~i;Jrt:ure 

or of' Mishnah w.oi:i.ld tiiak!:';' o:r,ie, su.1 ta'ble t qr tt,ie, c:j;·ivi).iz~d 

w,orl.d. The .. t,ran:s-:la,tton or De;rek ~etz as 'mo!',al law'· ,would 

·till the ~e'qU.it.'em:f;n-ts of the text . 

I_n ·$ad.er• .Eliyyahu Zµ.t~ (7}, '( f;) w.e rea.d:· ·11Ther..e 

are thtii>,se !'eund ,s_'tµq:ytn.g th& 'T.orah, tho•se f"ounsi, ·e,tudylr.i,g 

the ~ .s}ms.hl, and those :t'oimd busy ln Derek. Bretz." 

lie;re,,; tsoo ,. w.:e 'find -thr~e .melll,b,ers of' a 13:e~ies ,. 

e •a.ch 0T V(hich aj-p.e.ars t ,d ba.v,e s0m~, k'tnd o,t· r~.lationsli:i-p to 

' tb.e •0-thers. were: the• t ·~t'm. 'a.s@k' a~ restrict.e.d in ·i .t,s 

us:a:.ge a-s the t :e.r.ms ,. kor.ini and 'shonln' are. it would 

. · · l'r E. ·t · -How·e .. Ve'-r •. the te~ s·.intpli.ft th.e def.1;ni tLon o-f · De-re4 re z.. ,. ... .... 
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'a-s ak,1' is: a_s , freq_uently u!3ed in ·c~rm~crt :tQn w'i th bu.s'iness 

m-a,ttet'a as· it 1:s in c6Mect1on with /s.t ·udN°• ~~ ,e_ssen-tial 

differ.en.c,e betwe·en this passage. ·~na the. pa:S"saie e~mn.1ned'. 

previousl,y :Ls· th:at in the. first: pas:sage n:erek Eret·z i ,s not 

s .l:i-t a:p:a.,':z:-µ , :fr·Qli). 'tp.t:i: otn.e.r .members of th~ aeries.. . H'o.w-eve.r-, 

'in thi~ w~s s,age e•,e,..ch m.~ml::ter r ,e•cei:·v~s it own verb which w.ould 

indi·¢<a:te -that ;th:e m~~ber? •of' th:·e ·~~ri~$ neN:~.Q.. n.ot Qe con­

·s1d,er,~<;1 ti:s . h~vin_g ~:P."Jli em~ e}\~~aoter•i •f3tic_ i:n c.q~on. 

'!'he.re i ·s· .anoth.er pass-age 1:Q: which ,D"eii'ek Ere.t,z is 

us.~d as part :01f' a s .~rie.s with Torah and Mi-s,hnah be.1.ng- the .. 

ot}l.er m:embers 0t ·the .se,r1es. In Kidd:u.:illii-n. '( 8) tbe. 14J$hnah 

r .e.ads,: "He who 1-s v·ePs·e .. d in :B,1.ble., Mi$:hnah, an~ Derek Eret·z, 

w-1.ll .rt.Qt ;easily s'ih., for ;i. t is s~Jd and_ a. tb:r~e:to'.1d .cord :rs 

.p-0.t quici,tl;y bro1,t.e11. But l}e who Iac~-s Bible,. 1Hs}hbah., and 

~re.k Eretz. does .rl:ot b~lon,g. to efv.111.z.a.tion. 

In t'he G'e-m:e.r{!l section which f.$.:1.lows we fin/J: the 

t :ollowi.ng; 11.Bar ~app,ara l-ec'IJ11.ir.es·:, A l,)ad tempe:r~d ~.an gains 

no'th.ing b,ut .( thJ~ 11i fff"f'ec.t. of) l::!;:1.li! t~mper;, ·but a good m~ 

is· f~d w:i th, the fi'ui't. of lits· deeds.. And he who, l .aeks ·.Bi.ble., 

M-ishnah, •and ne,r-ek E!".e:t:.z1 •vow 'ro.:>1:i to bel,'.l.eftt fl"lom him, 

as it ls ,s,_aid,. 11 N0r :s_ittet.h. ;tn the se;at o'f scof'fe;r>S·o:
11 

A m:an wh0 lacks ~ible, :Misbnah a'nti. D,e;r,e.~ $retz, 

ts e.0ns.fdere.d a !Sco£f-e;r. All pf b.he m·eml,,.ers of this s-er.le.s 

are ~r0.uped as o~e .. Theref·ore, ii' Qn.e takes the pas,sage 

11.tera.ll·t on-E:3 i~ not at. liberty t G1: trans.late.; 
11
If a ' ma.:p. 

la6:1its Bible·., or Mi::ihn.~, or D_erek E_r0'tz ••• 
11

• Tb~re·:fore, --- . 
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the relatlenshin b.etwee-.:- S·"ii>•""'J.·'ri·tur'"1:>· •U •,• _'w;;;._i\.,,_ ·_ . d D'• . k · , t" 4:~ "''" ·. ,,, ,,., 1 P!'.i; S.uuei.u an. · . er·e · 

-Er~tz. i.s ~ itrdeea~ ap. lnti_m~te on:e, .£Qr tne t~'e.e• me1nt.:xers 

of the ser'ieS,· ,a.pt,·e.ar to h .e in_se-parable.. The:,:,e,fortr, ~he 

t :Nm.sla.ti.pn 'm0ra.l law·• is· the one: whi~h. would est:.a,bli~h 

this ,clos.a relationship 'be-t w.een. the- &cr'tptu:f>e"' M':Lsnnah 

' and Der·ek _;Er·e·t,z. F.or , . th.~n,. ~~ch o:f the .me'mg'et>s .of this 

s·e.ri_es :wo~IQ.. r.e:p.re•sent. ~:om~ l,cind,. of l!3.w. 

In th:e, MeJ~il tll.a .{.9.) tg;) we f'tno.: ''And tb:e, t _ord 

said 'Uiltp; ~es e.s·; "Vir i t~ this tor •a .tn.e~e-r-ial tn the: bo'ok, 

'The f :or.n:1,er. sage·s sa.y: .Sueh is the ru.1-e· ·0.bt-a:in1ng, throu:gh6ut 

all g:e.ne:.tH:i.:tionsJ t .he. $':t::'ourg~ with. whf.cn ~P·~.el is sm-1 t .ten 

v•t:ill· in tb,ie ~nd' be: l:1Ill•i t ':b,en, 1t.~~-l.f.., L_at :al_l men lea;-n 
~ 

Der~~· Bretz frqJ,ni the, e~se ·of: Ama.lek. He came to harm 

i~r~el but G0d ~ade. Jilm 1ose tb:e, life 01' thls vrerl'd IUld 

the li!' e o'f! the world to· coma, 'as. it is said~ For · I ·w:tll 

utt·erl;y "QJ.,ot out ••• 11 

•Tl!U,s , , a Scr::iipt:Ural vere·e. is u,s-e-d' ·a:1:1 the bas'i,,s 

for derirtrt~_ ·a matter oi'· Dere.H; '.E-r.etz. Th:~, author· ar the 

pass~ge. -peints. eu!!, th~.t what happened to Ams:lek ·was the 

.na,.tu..r-al ~-onse·a_u.$~c,e· of the,.ir .actions. Vrnenev:er an ep;·emy 

of. !$r·ae.l. .att.,.empt;,s. to d.'e> it harm, i •t is, 0111y naturial tpa't . 

the L0'rQ. •sb.Quld .. p_ro~~pt His peopl:.e and g-e-s ,tr.oy th~ enemy .. 

Thus.,, we sn0ul.d all '&alee not..-i•ce i;'l:i/!;lt this .ls the in.e.scs.pab.le 

consequence of' no;5:t:tle .a.ct:ivi ty direct.ad S:.&a.inst .Is:re:.el. 

This· is' th.e natural i~w wh:Lch i!ul'e,s • 

Tri, Se.der Eliyy,ahu Jfabbe ( 10} (h') we f'i,nd an 
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ip.terpr,et·e:t-:Lo:p. "et the, ph:r-a,s-e •' t-9. w.atcb tn:e road• .. ( G:en •. 5. 24'). 

11 To Watch th:~ ro;ad1' :tih-i's ,1:$ De.:t!e.k Eret:z. Whi:s 

t ·each,e-s that, Derek Er-e·tz p'.r?.ec·e_ded ~ve,:rything;.;11 

In this- rather bro-ad sta,t·ement -ev,ert1,tnihg i:s 

sW.e:p"t awa~ befor:e'. ·nere'.k Br;e.tz.. It is: -·as i 'f Derek ,Er,.etz 

w'e:r·e p~inte m:liltte-.:r @d, pr~ c,·ed.e:a. , e,;v:¢.:.r;ything. itl '.cr e.~t:t.Q:n, tl;!.e 

~orld, _man, th~, _rev-e!-8,}).·ed l~w .• 

There c~n ·be l'i ttie -po·ozn. f Q~ do~ht- tl'l,at the, author 

qf this pa.s s.age- r~glllrd:$d D:ere,k Er-etz -s,s being of. pr!:mar~ 

iJn.ppr.t.ance in the s·cneme of the univi3:r ·sa, th'e ke;y to. the 

ora.e-r 0f thin.gs.. Thus . ., D,e:fe.¥ .E-ret:z. 1,n . :tts de-f":t:riiti1Qn 

:mus'_t · emb.r:e;ce a. c.e.ti,~.ept brQad ,e_no-qgb to include tJv-e-cy ph~~e 

o,f num.an .ae'l;.ivi ty- e:s well as the, 1;1a.tur--al .phenonreha. I'hus, 

De:_rek E ;c<$;tz ~s· ':Q.e.:tv,ral l~w·~ wou,.ld meet,. :the;se·. r -egU:iF$:m,$nts., 

For '!_llan, 'natw~·l OJ?' -mor-~l L~w., ha:s; e,th.:tca-1 ·.ev~rtones , In 

~l).e w.0rld of n.-aturei. ria'frural laW., ts the qrder of p,atural. 

p'hen~.m:ena o, 



,. 

: 

" 

• 

dh~:pte•r 'T:wo 

'Th.a R~lationshil:' o:f Del;'~k $:r·etz t-9 Torah 

In t .l;J;e, light ·of thos,e _'@as&a.ges. whith we have 

jus•t ex,am:tneq l .n w~1ch pe_r ,ek ,EF1:ftz i-s: c~n:tid•ered as 

,someth.i~g qui t-e apal!'t -~a incl,eper,ident frqm 1'0:r·ah a 

pas~ a$e quoited in the. name - of." Ele~z:µ, 'b. Az~iah ( 1) (a) 

s,e.em,s most. s:ur.p.riisin,g. 

0 I ,f the.re i.s ne $t'udy ·.of 'Torah, thei·e i,s, no 
" 

Derek E.retz; .if' ·th€!.re.: is - n◊ D~rek Ere....,tz .. , the:ve i~ no 

Torah." 

.I.t wbuic;i ,seem as if Ji. Eleaz,ar b. A.z~la.h, in 

th:is '.'9-:t;t.s··~age., is :refle,ct}ng, a dif'f'eren·t approach. ,to tn.e 

.matter of· Dex-e,k .~etz., Inde-.e.d.,. b.'t his. phr·a.sing•,· h.e m~lt~s 

the r-e:lat:.i·on.sh-1=-p b-etwe.:en Torah and De.r·e.:k Er~tz .:p.o·t. 91:),ly 

a. -suff'ic±ent relati·bnslir.t ·b:u.t a. ·neces,s·ary re.lad .. ons.l;ii,p ~s 

·well. It .. is. ,pl ~-fn t:n,;;:t he,, is -attel.llp'ti.ng to er'ii_ge the 

,g,ap betwe.en: Torah e;nq Der~}<;. Eretz by making one de.pend.ent' 

U,.pon the o:ther .. 

q-n'.e ~,~'t ·$:.qJ;i.she;J the authority ot· a, gi v·en p.rd.nciple 

~cf Der.~k E~etz by .f:i..nd.tng. a S•er1pt-ural b~,s.is , for· it. ·Tb.-e 

eo~v~r~e bJ ,~Iso tr-u:e1,: -n-~ely:, tha:t· ,~ S-cri:ptural inJuncti.o:n 

ts s~p.;port.ed, :1;>;1 a:ppe~l to 'Derek E:retz. rt 1.s r,i9.ped tna•t 

the f ·ollowin,_g p;assage-s will ~cl.e.qua.,~-~'iy illµstra te tlie.se ·pe:i:tits •. 
••. 

R·. Elea.z~r h. A~-ariah s~id: ''Where the.re. :is: no 

stud:y 0 ,:£' ·Tor.ah t.her·e i _s no iJe.rek E:retz;' whe.r.~ there is no 

De~:ek Er-etz the-r..e i~ n,:9 T<n•ah. 11 

I •• 



Thu.s., we hav~ ,t.he. br-idge bEftwee.n Derek Eretz 

$l'].d T'o:r,ah. Ne'1 iffier ~x1,.s't,s w:1 th◊ut the, other. TJi-eref'ore, 

out 6'{: Der-e"l~ Er.e.tz we may •austai~qrah •and f.r.-om. Tor.ah 

w..e ma";w $'S•ta:b:li$,h Der·ek Eretz.. T .,..._,\... ' (1..,t h 1 th l d ,_, _ 0:..,-·~ . .1-,_ Wu:,1.e !S . · :e. ·:rev-ea-.a· 

11):ip; wrj,'~-t~n 1(o:rd. -o·:r· ·God fn~lud.e-s; w1thtn it·s f.re;mework 

D.erek ~e=tz.. l)'er-e.lr: -E:re-tz:, :whieh i ,s: the, pa:tu:r~l l~w,. fbr:e-­

aha:4ow,s the ·T_br@. Derek Er.e-t=-z. is a· ~ef1ectl6n o.f' ·m~•~­

:;iensitlvi t;y to the, n~-t -i:1,r~l :0rd'er .or· things and t ·o. hi.a. own· 
.. 

na:ttir·e .- ·!rhl~ 'is the 'f!r~.t - s :tep: towa;r·cas ,th:e: ~p.p..rec.ia·ti:Qn o-tt 

the- Torah.. The- two together form the- g.a:~i,s .f<>s;r Tiving.~ 

Thi-s. i.s iHl.:pported l:>:y ~ s:'elec~ti0n front -Seder J~liy:yahu 

Rab b.l:\, ( 2'.) ( b} • 

"And thus: a°i.d. t.he Holy- ,One B·l-:e.ss•ed Be He· s ·at unt.o 

I~r§l.el.. . At ti.m~s. th~re- Js Tor-aJ1,,. t{Qw ,muc~'l'.1 t)le· mope s-0 is 

the,r:e P~re~, Bret~ ~o~g you-..:u·· 

Tb,~n, too, t ·he,re i ,s the ·i:,a,s..sa:g,e in 'S.e:de.,r _ Eliyyahu 

Rabbl { o) (.cJ wliich-,re,ads·: 

r• And· when 'there:, w:er.e. ·:d .Pne in. (}iv:'gth B 1 nei Benjamin. 

,;:f'ilthy th:i:hg.s, and things, .which ·-w~I?'e uns·e·erq.ly ,. at this tinre 
•. 

-the .. Holr: One B'lesse.d Be He s.ou€¢.t to <;iestr.qy the ent ire w-or ld. 

I have 01:tly ~iv,en my 'Tor:ah: t ·o t h ese (--people ) 

-tllat tha:y i:ni•~t re.ad 13.:nd :s,tudy it ana learn D.er .ek. Eret.z 

· :t T ah Even from it,.· B':ut th.us n;~ve I noi; wri t ·t.en., ,n my or • 

th01;1g,0. there, is n 9 Derek Eretz am:ong. tn.em, "And five o,f' you 

sha.1.l -ch~s.e _a, hµndred" ( L ev . 26 . 8) •. But if you observe the 

m0 r· ah. i 1·t ( ~.hen) " One· -shall ch ase a thousand, ~ EJ,I,l<i sh.a ll exce-1 · n 11c 
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.and. 'twp 'P\J.t te1'.).. :th0us,.and t ,o tl.igh'_· t ..• ·tt {Pe.ut_. ~-~. 20) 

W.bJle· Llerek E~,et-z_,., the moral l~w, .. b:y i .tse~ 1.s 

<i f · some -a'l_d t .o IJiank.ind,. to¢ /t'·orah 'together· wifth ~he pi9ral 

1,aw .f o.rm the•,: ~s-1:s t<?r a bette:r Lif.e.. Tlius, the nela.tionship 

be:6ween E>er:e:k Er<ltz a.p.a, 1'9.r,ah ,is:• es·,t -~biish:e.d. 

In .Mass.e:~et Ke:ia.n (-4) (d) we, reJ\d: .11:T:h,.e~ aslt.ed 

'Ft. El.e-az.l:b:>;, · v.ih a:t is the. ruling q·ohcerni:r;i,g dl'i.nktng,· frqm. the 

hari'd· of a br,ld~:r •ift th."e.: time when her ~usband ls reelfning . 

on the ,o·o'11ch \•{i tb. h'er? H.e ·sa.id to them,- 11Whoso-eiv'er' drlnks: 

fro.m th,.~- ha11d o:r .f3. brid,-ge: ts. ,!:l:a it her d:r>afl.k · from ~- hs..rl,ot •. 11 

'Ifh~y '$,ai.d to· him., i•~n:d -lo, ·d .o not tp.~-. d~;ti.ghttn•s of s c~,olars. 

p0$-$6SS De~e.k ~pet.J, ,i' H~ ·rep.lied to t,~em.i ft'~e.av.en_ f ·orf'end 1 

who:soev-et> d.pe~ no·t , 'h _~v:~ Torah pa:ssl·ng ,,c:iv'e,r h'i,s lios. doe.a not 

;posst;raa, -:f;)eI'Efk ~r~tz. "· 

The sf'tu·atlon ,a)p-pe-a:t>s -t ·t1 b,~. -tn~,t the, s-tu,,oent_s. 

:were not p ·l:e,a·sed With thei ,an$We.t ◊f :R. Elea,zrµ- a.s ~0 their: 

,que·st·10.n· about .dr.,filking: ·fro.ni th~-p~and'$ ctf a bride. In an 

e£.i'ort. to r .e·rute him,. tn-ey p:olrited to the da.u:glit.er•s of 

i:feh61:ars wh.6 a.pparent:11, wer·~ in the habit o.f serving their 

ta.th.era'' d1.sci-p1es. Toe.refer~, the, students a sked how i t 

was p.-0.ssibl.e that •dr:t,nklng from the hand qf a bri-d t was 

S::bn11er 't6 drinking. f:i10111; the h ari'd or a o.ariot- when t h e 

ci:-augh.tets oil s ¢.b,0.lar s, ac t~d in this manner• bid not these 

d~µghte.rs . pos-se.ss Derek Evetz? R . Eleazar ' s reply would 

.. indlca,te tna.t he c on s i dered Torah and Derek Eretz inseparable 

· d :l tho:t the da_ughters of scholars knew an s-;lnce 1 t; was 1 kely °" 

soll'.l_etb,-irig of Torah, one c ould assu:me· that they knew s omething 
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In. .s~ta ( 5J ( e) we t\tna the., fo.l.loW'lng; 

11 Our Re:,b b.1-s: i;_'. __ a_u_··, ._ ... 'h __ t ( ·th· t ·th· · -
_. &-~ .. · a. , e orq~-r of i;;he phrases 

:1s·. ). ., that .. . ha.'=t:h·. b•:•-_ilt-'_ .. , · ,, ·t···h •"'··,t- . • ""' ,,_ _ ·"' :tr.ath P.H:utteat·:~ ·•·th~.t . hath 

b.e.t~o·th11Hl i .. The. Tbr..ah has ~hus :taug:nt a rUle. o:f :t)e.~ek Ere'tz 

:tb:a.t :a m~n-, :tJ_hould 0\,11·1:d a house,, pl·~t a vi:ne:ya.r.d .and then 

-:- w."'-~ . it marry-•'$ ",!.:L·e • . · 

too.king. ait. the- or.de·r Jn whic;:A Scri:p.tur.e r ·~c:,:.oro.s ,th~ 

:st,ag-e.s of a man'.s .. ..,lit.e ., -th~• B:abbi-s· derive =that whl~h th~:y 

-~ons-i-der ·to 'be tp:e na.t.ura:l ,_0:rder •o.f .eve-rtts .- Thus., \hr:ough 

·th~= :w0rg.•s 0£ tb..e ~qr~., -,vrr~ R~·bb·i '.s a~ri.ve tb.~ Dere-l( Er>et.z 

61: a ,given ~ftt.;,?1;;fen. Sute];y., t~:t~. i,s· not a :qa;ae .qf legt~]J.ati:pn 

on the }):art 6t Serip'tur.:E:!, ·meFe'ly a ·a .e,scriNtlQn of' 'the: 

s~q:uenice of: man• s 11c·e -., Thus·,. t-lie ·nat,ur·a1 or·der or things 

is es.tabJ.lshed and, -mr:µi :sho.tdd ,t ·ake: li.eed o,:f wh'a:t tha.t 

ba.turtd i>D~e'ii -ls and SQ order bi.s dwn 11£.e, • 

. In B.·er.a=koth ( ·:s.) ( f) w~ :f:in(;i. :· 

"And he bro,u~t h~r to tne man" (Gen. 2. 22) . 

R· .• Jer,e1;11iEUl . b. Eleazar said,: '"This te~ghe·s that ,( God), 

act6}.d as l:).e.sj;. man,- Cshq_sl::J.pin, "" tl-1~ :man who l •oo~s a.fter• the 

wedding a,ir~a,ng~ments) :t:o Ad,.~. Her-e· the Torah te·ache-.s a 

m-atter 9-r Der·et .Er~tz tha_t a man of em·ine.nce should a:,ssociate 

-hiinsel'f ·Wi.th ,a les~er rnan in acting_ as a best man and he 

be. shou.ld not look. {lskanee at it.11 

.Here, is a twofold IU'gument for the establishment 



of :a: prr>t~c:;i:ple q~ Derek Eretz. Not on.11· 1~ there , 

$--~l"Jptu,.r,a_l b'asi•~ ior 'the -e:st.aipl'isbm.e-nt or· this mode of 

behavior, but .(le.a Hi-m-self is th.e Ol'igt:n~tor dif' thls patb:~-rp. 

auth0_,1d ~Y. of .Sc.r.i~rtur~• ,a,hd is als-o in tmit.at;i ,on ·ti>f ,Go.d, s 

·qua.lf>t;;te.s. 'l'h1s- is a eJe,i:w.c.ut 8':X8l!'Jple , o·:r :nnf t~t'1-o det. 

AnotheF e~ijlnpl~ 0.·f t.hi.s 1niit·-at1on, of ,God' is to 

be: r --ound ·fn Mas~ek~t Dere.k Er~rtz., Pirkei B~n Az-z_a:!, J>er~k 3,. 2. 

Rowev.e,r, t.hi,s section· ·w11i pe t.r~·a~.~d .. a:t gn:e,a;t~r lelle;th 

ip the sect,:t6n ·0:-~~11.ng with, _pr,opet heh~vio~·. 

or, tJte im'iba;t,1~- dei;., ;;S·am.uel s. Cphon in .his 

book Jµ,q.~ism A WXIN_ o:f .Li~e ( U.A.H.•C. 1948.};: on -g-ag~ liS 

writes: tr.o:r;11r,· in Go.a. can· e-a .0'h g·ene.:r:at.'idn,• 1n acconaarrc.e 

with :t t.a· •own :l'.l.eed.s a;nd l'i_gh.ts, find the emb.o'~im~nt. ot: its 

su-p-rem~ ~?:Pi:Patiqns -E}nd ·id~al$, i;n Qod ,not; ,~s r~·:C.:1,ecteti 

in the: lif':e Q.f o_n~ ol:ltstandlJ1g p~r~o!la!i ty ~ ~ut in H_ms,elf., . 

su'(iler-personal, ln:f'ttii te ana 'holy.. lie-nee the call o.f' 

Judaism: "Be ye. ho.J:y, £or I, the Lor-d. y:6U1! ·.God , ·am., hcilJ" 

{Lev. 19.,2) . To. b:ec◊me Godlike· is: th~, hi.~a.st .-a-1m o:f _;nian,._·11· 

In the Mek.il;tha .( 6) (:h) 4We- ,r .eca~·: 

trtJ:nt!l the,. mor-n1ng._~. '1• This t-s to · t '.eac!l,• y,ou 

that y:Qu sbo.uld cq:i:ne in to -~ p.;Lace or leave it only in 

da:'ithne . ,A!io: you also find the patrlar..chs ·pb.aerv:EiQ.. this 

l;l,S De'r '.ek Ere;tz (La:u'tier,bac'-h· o£fer•·s 'custom.' as, a . F ·~la..tion):. 

Fi'or :i't is ,said:: 11:And Ab:r .. aliam ros·e earily 1n the m_oFru.I18-• •• (G.en.22.,-3) . 11 

Now by. using, tb.e m~thod of Kal Vahomer you re.al3'on: If the 

-patriarchs . .:wlao went to •carry out the ~ill 0f' Him. by v;hos·e 



word the woi-ld came into being,, op,ser:wed thj.s ~$ Derek 

Eretz·, 'how much should all the other people observe 1 t ?" 

Thus, we- have anoPher eKample of the establishment 

of a ,Practice on two counts. First, beeau$.e the patriarehs 

observ,ed it as a ·r.-egµlar practice. Second, bec·ao.se the 

patriarchs strove to imitate the qualities of God. The~efore, 

i ·f they considered thti.s t ;o be the will of God, we should 

likewise ob'.serve this as a practice . 

The practice ultimately derives its validity in 

that it can be established thr.-ough resson,1ng th~t t;h1s 1$ 

the will of .God. It will be noticed that no outside Scriptur·al 

suoport i s :g:rese?lted a.s pvoof that this is· actually a dictate 

from God. The authority for this principle of Derek Eretz 

is del?ived f:ro_m the ~c.t:Lons 6f the pa'trial'chs who through: 

their reasoning considered this kind of behavior to be the 

Will of God. 'Therefore, we accept their reasoning., t1ecording 

to the rabbis, and retai"n this behavior. Thus, the procedure 

seems to be as .follows : 

l) The patriarchs through tb.eir rea.soning determine 
the will of "Go.d . 

2) They translate thls will into some kind of' act. 

~): Their actio.n:s are set down in Scri:pture. 

4) We r ·ead of their actions. 

s') Through our reasoning we deduee that this is 
Of Der. ek Eretz and follow their a principle 

eicample. 
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In Mekiltha (9) we read: 

"and he shali be cured" 
11 Another interpret.ation: This passage suggests 

that YO\l can l earn Derek Eretz from the Torah . " Only shall 

he pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause him to be 
t h orougli:ly h~·aled . " 

In a note by Lauterbacht he explains , "The proper 

conduct (.Der~k Ere.tz) for a man who takes sick is to rest 

from work and seek to get thoroughl,-y cure.d." 
1 Pro~er conduct • in this context me~s •the most 

sensible thing to do ' or.. ' the course of .action that app ears 

most re~sonable '. Thus, Torah is not only. revealeq. Law, 

or Law beyopd the powers of our reason, but Torah is also 

a. -~ourc·e of pro.per rea·soning.. To!iah '1s a supp.art for those 

patterns: of behavior which are most rea.s:onabl.e and seem 

justified by man ' s power of reason . 

The mat te:r: of ' proper conduct ' brings us to our 

next noint . 

The foll9wing passages are also exampl es of the 

re.lationship of Derek Eretz to Torah and will be treated 

at greater length in the next chapter. 

Sabbath 114a, Yoma 4b, Yoma 75b, Hulin 84a, 

Mekiltha, Masekta d'vchqdesh, parsha 2, Sirre B'haloschah 102, 

Midrash Rabba, Bamidbar 13, Seder Eliyy:ahu Rabba, Seder 

Eliyyahu Ra.bba . 
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Cha"!)ter 'J.1hree 

The Rami.fications of Derek ;E,retz 

I Proper Behav·ior 

11 Bv what does · · u1 J a man acq re his fath~r who ls 
in the heavens •i• love •• • brother],v lo _., ve ••• rever~nce . 
• • • friendshi-p ••• derek eretz . 11 ( 1) ( a) .Here are the 
qualities by which a man ,nay .obt,ain God ' s favor . One is 
not cert~,j.n, ho.wev.er, whether thei:ie. •qu·al'iti·es c0ncern man·• s 
r -elations.hip• to h1·s fellow-man or whether these qualities 
concern man's ~elatienship to God. Surely, it wou~d be 
dif'f'lcult to use the qualities fr iendsh'-P and brotherly 
l ove in des~rioing man' s relationship to God. rhe though 
0f Qod is too ~we-ins1;>ir1ng t ,o t .alk. in terms of friend.; 
ship and bTothe:rly love . As clo"se as m·an may s.ometimes 
feel to God , tb.ere is still t.hat unbridgeable chasm be­
tween the finite and the infinite . 

Thus, one may a~sume that these qualities d.eacrib.e 
both man's relationshiT? with (¾od and man's r .elatton~hip 
to his .re,llow-man. Accep•ting this premise, it _is ·then 
poss-ibie to ·1nterpre-t Derek Eretz as 'pro-per conduct• for 
surely, this is one que.lit"Y, which man should manif-"est . 
The general meaning of the oassage now becom:es olear in-
s.of ar as :t.here ~e qualities which a man should s~,ow both 
in his rel.ationsh:ip to God and in•his relationship :to his 
fell_ow-man. By his ~anifestati<m o:f those qual_it1es wbtcb 
rel:a.te specificall,y to his relationship to his fel·low-man 
there 1~ al~o established his relationship to God. For 
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through his e.x.cercise of those qualities ·such as friend­

ship, _and ·'Proper conduct to hi:·s fellow-man., one also ach,ieves 
a r,,el~tionship with Go.d,l These are the qualities by which 
a man m-a.y com:e to posse,s;s God. Man does not come to -possess 

GQO. only th.rough improving his. r .ela,t .ionship to God; he comes 
to 9ossess God through improv.:tng. his rel.ationships with his 
fellow-man . 

But, despite His tran.scend,.eny, man can still d,isplay 
proper and improper behavior towards God. In Seder , Eli,y:yahu 
Rabb~ ( 2) ( b) we find, 0 And he -smote of th~ men of Beth-
Shemesh 11 ( because they had gazed upon the ark -of the Lord). 

I Sam . 6 .19 

Ii And who smo-te a'i1 of these (people)? They 

said tha:t nobody killed them e:,;cept the peqple of Beth-

8hemesh ( themselves) for they did not pos.s~ss Derek Eretz." 

Does this not recall the · incident; i'n II Sam. 6 . 6 

in whieh U:zz-Em puts f 'orth h1s hand to stea~y the ark of God 
and. is smi.t_te.n dead. It can be ~r,gµed that uz.zah' s act did 

show a lack of re,ve:eence for the ark in that shoul9, he nnt 
have realized t41;1.t the .ark -would not topple. Rowev,er , 1 t 
does seem_ quite clear that his ~ffort to suoport the a.rk. 
was motivated more by reverence for the ark than by disdaui. 
H.ere , too, is an instance where the Derek Eretz, the pro9er 
behavior, toward the ark is lacking and consequently th

e 

ofl'ender is punished. 

Thus it is in the case of the people of· Beth-



·Sb:eme'sh. Tae'.'V' wer 1t· ... 
•. :·J ,. 'e S'f1i ven P~c1:n1-.,se ,<iii' their bl"eai;,h cJf 

pr'crp·er eondu·et whteh one shoul.d. show YOW~-d·s b.he• SFk 
0
f 

'the· L<li·rd. 

Al_s,_o in.·. s··_.·e_.f.l. e·r· Eli' ~ .1,.;, R-·'i... (. 
~ .A. Sot ·y;y.cµ,µ 'l:Wb_a 3') we· .Find.: 11 And' 

What. is 'trl'ile. nature (}.t ·th.i's cG>'fist~ilati-on w:hicJ:'J. !ts. o,.f 

se:v;eh st,ars in ~he heiav~:ns and all oir them. ,higp. unt•o e.ac'h 
-~ 

other ( re.f.eiirUi,g 'tie th;~. e:0nst.elLa·tion ment.foned: ·+n Jqb 38-.31'),'. 
,' 

$Qriptur·e :te.aches Derek E:retz t o the ,~en~rations tl?:~t a 

man will .ndt a~•i: -nW.eli' why the, b:.e;av:,e:ns, ab.e not t 1hick 

.:w:tth ·s.t .aT<'S • 11 

Her.e, too:, ls an· e-ocamp:le, or the- D,e:re.k E;r;>e·t ,z w4i~h 

ma:~ 'i,s e.~t>.~eted te show to God. S1n~e .God is t4e cJre;~tt>l" 

of' tfre be:ave,ns· ,m (l tne e.}a-r:th .ari.d ·all that is in th:em, ft 

Wohld: not be 1;:1eemlJ- f~r m:;an to qyestio:n why· ·Gou created 

thus and n.o.t $0.~ Th~:rrf:).!ot-~, 'S'cr=i_ptµr"e t~:aches u~ .a'beu.t 

the oons-tell!l:t.ion$ tha:t· \'f(;': ma.,y u,n~ers,t!illd them_ ~- li ttl:e 

more- fully :~nus- pre,v:e11ting. u.s• from e.ommJtti~g_ a· bre:aoh of 

Uerek $Pet~ tow.ar~ God 'o:y que·s ·ti9niq . .g the .na·.tµre bf' His· 

cre'8. ti.on. 

we ·r ·e-ad.: 11 And 'lvloae-s :rep(!)t''t ·e"<i, tb;e WQrds. oi: the, .J?.e.opi~ '1fite 

the Lord. •And was tb,ere .. ~PY' ne.ed, for· Mo~e~ t<? repor-.tf? 

S'C•ripture: mere,ly ;w.isn:~·s y0u '\:i,J:> lJ~·ar'i1 D·e-rek Eretz :t"rom MoJJ.es. 

Re _did not• ;say: 1i$1nce, 'He .who· s ,eht me lmows,,., ,t.here i~ no 

. ·t b ' k Ii need for _me• te rep or. ac • 

•:tn this s ,eotion we learn, 1'er-ek Eretz t ·o God 

· M A1tbou. o._,ll_· Mos~~ •'knew Go.d :as tb.:beugh the d .eed er os es. o 



J . 

we1.l a.,s· an:yb9dy c·ouJJa kn.ow Him 1
( this seems to, b.e. the 

~s--sum:9·-c•lon 9f' th,e an:t]!)..oI_I of this paa~a.g.e )· h e :qid no,t · assume 

that s-ince 1il9d 1.s 9.mz:1iseie"nt t.h:-er -e was no need to transmit 

the; mes.saige. df t5r;ie· ohildr~n $,! Is,rae1. 'l'hua, from h_is action 

we 1e·ar.n. Der.ek· E_r..e-t-z, -9rop·$r b.~haviei>. 

In, Yorn~ (5). we ,f:1.~d: !:!,;And· the Lord called unto 

Mo:s:es· and s.u., .. olfe t ·o·'. h-.~.- -. •. Wh· · y d· "".,... s· 1 -- t ·· · · ti .l.lu .. . 9..,., or-•'P .ure; m.eh ·. on the 

ea,11 be.f:'.er.e the speedli1: .fu"e :Tor.ah tea,Qh.e·s, .u.~ 0¢:rek Ere;tz; 

A:. .•,man sh,ou.ld not a'ddres,s. fil.s· trei:g_hQor without hE!-ving .first 

cai.l·e:d. him. Tb.is ·su.pports the :v1ew .o'f R;. Hanina, for B. 

H:attina, s~id.,, ti•ijo man: shall: spe::ak :t,o his ife.ighbor unles-s he 

oa.ll'ed him f1rs·t- to a:pe:~k - t ·o him. 1i 

Does th1:·s l;l<;>t· r -~ca;J.i the P'S.s s ag·e in: Ber ako.th ( cf. p .16) 

in wh.i.oh Gocf aete·~ a·s best· :m-~ ±qr A;dam? Fz,o.m th_at pass-

age, in inii t~tJon 9.f' God:, we ~1;3t~bl1shec;i the . .principle of 

·the · r ,el-ationship whi-.ch should e,xi,s·t oetw.een men. From the 

pass,~ge, which ·we are now cons±der.ing. we derive 1:n imitation 

-of the. act of God a princ.i p le o-f pt>o}i>er 'b~ha~ior . Be:re 

again, :1:>s a · principltf of Der·ek Elret·z support~d by Scrip:ture 

and, the. authori't 'y q,f- God. 

That •,thE>re c;~ be no ,greater authority than God 

,is see1:1, frQtn the follovv.ing passage .in Massektot Derek 

,E:I.,etz., Pirkei Ben kzzai. ( 6) We read of an incident in 

which Jxabb94 Gamaliel and a group of scholars went to visit 

a -philos·opher friend, Before entering their friend's home, 

Rabban Game.11.el knocked on the door. He knocked tbree times, 
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t.n:us, e,aus,i-f\€§ the ~hil:o_s,Q_J::iheir trie ... _g t · , . ~.. .. o ·it"ema:t1k,• ' iS:ure•ly, 

thes:.e. are. the ·ma~e:rs. -of a: scholar :,t u 

Rut.i .l.est. th:e .1:>'ead'.Ei1I1 i~ to .i:rnijgine that w:e a:r,e 

.J.e:a-rnin_g this pr:inc:1-pl·e o:f- ..De:r·~k Ere.tz.,. 't,>I"o?er beh~:vior., 

fr.0m ffa.bban Gamal~~l, the ~u.tp.-or (}'i!· the- pass.age -acld-s' i uwe 

le-arn th1's rule of D'eTe.k Eretz., ho~v-eVi~r,. net· from Ra,bban , 

4':iml.(1,1-i'el Pkt "fr.om .God. Hinisel._f·., f9r !t i:s ,$aid (-I Ilng·8, 2·2.L9') 

' I s ,aw the, Ld:t>d s1. titting, on Hts t.hr.one a-n;~ a,lI the :txo-st of 

b;e~a-v--e~ S"ta::nd.ir,J:$.'. oy I!in:t on H-:t:s- ri~ht laand a!nd on hi-~ le.ft. 11· 

.. A; sin'i-11_~ e3'am.P,le. is tQ tie fo.und in ·s·1rr.e Ba, 

hal_o~cha:h ,( '7.). il!pd. ~eriptµr~ .oomea. t-;0 te:aeh y.0u Derek 

Er.et;z that. tUl'Y-t~.e· a, m~~ ·wimt;$ t o. speak t :Gi bis _.fe ... llo,v .. man 

h~ shl=tll no-t sa:y.·.,. 11D~aw n ,e-ar ·to. m~" but. 11at.n:er he sho.u1~ ' . . 

But, he.tti:1.e-r should .one tn'ink t-hat .. only Isr.a'e.l 

can be· the posses·s ·or of Derek Er-:et·z not! ~h.0414 0,ne iine,gt~e 

that. those nat1·011s which wor.ship for-~l:tyl g.o<is- are hopele,ssJ,y 

_,._ . - ( · 1 ( ,\ 1--1An'. - d· l .o:s-t_. , For, :t:n se:.der_ Eli:U~lil Rapba we re-ad: ·-~ c:, 

it $:ays, • And the, :Pb-;lllis-ti_ne.s e.al_led for the pries\ts imd 

the ,qivin.er0s .. . ~ •. ( I S"am~ 6,,;3) Even t:tto'llg~ .they W~I'-e 

wo-i'·sb.i;p-p-el'•S' of ~·trange god§ th.e.,y ha:d Der~k Eret,z. And what 

is this D·erek Eretz which: tbJry p.o-s;ses-s-ed? Thet sa,id to them, 

"I.f ye s:e:n,d awa.'y ·th,e :a.rk. of tne ·GOQ. o,f Israel se.nd 1t n .o,t 

Thl!Xs,, the· knowled.g.e. 01' tne _i:tr,o:.per t'h~pg t •® do 

'113 xrot d .e:p:end{:!n't ~pon whether on.e W◊:r;>.ships the. true God or 



W.h~ther on:e. ts a re-cipient o·f the wri.t ,ten .. . law. For. e.ven th'e, 
Phill1s•t.1h.e-s·, Wit'h a11· ·-t .'L:- 0 ·:;t r· · 1..;i"o· 1_.,t,,.,.,.us .:. h .. · 

- . . ,n'"'..1. \;;I! ... · "' v ,. • wors. ·1.p, ··kp.ew the 

:.Ot'OF>'er t:h:ing' 'and w·~~ld" .not !'le.n:d :baelf the, ·s:r~ ot th¢: Lord 

w1-th.out l:ncl·uding ·$. ~•in offe.r ·ing. It wo.ul_ct .s_eeD;1, tb~t- they 

lniew· ttie P·l1•.o:p..er ,t-htrig: t .a ··do oµ't ,or the p.ower of tbeJr •e~ 

rea;s •.. on_ ~ .n·""• ·rri"- · ·n · .,.~ 'Cl... 
- . ... o J,.Uus; .erS'.~ Jci1et.z :ts ll'Ot .r .e$trict.e:d t ,o one p~·o.pl.e 

Ol:l ·t 0
0 on~' -Pll?-C~.. Iha of ax,, as .re:s,so:;i Qi.Stingu.'is'h'.es m:en fr·om 

be~·st 1arui a_ll men -p:0.s.'s:e.s,s r ·eeta,011 i:t i~ _po·s':s-ible, .fq~ a1.1 

nati~n~. to · ·act ae.~ording t ·o the pr.lnei~le-s qt° Der.e_k Eret.e .• 

Norman Wiid',e W;r.'~t-~,s 1-n th~- E:n·c:y;cl..e>p.edia -of· Hellgio~ 

and: Ei;;hics, v:011DI1a 8, p:age 8:5~., !'.1·N,at:t1.r1?.l law. E!S. a bas.is -r.or 

,morals' m-1a_y the.r·~·fore- be, .de·scrib·ed as aw ~.Pde:r or· h"t;lm.;,an nature~ 

kno.wh t ·o· be; .s·u.ch by the µnalae·d r.ea,.s:on ·of man;,, ~nd t-ecq,gnize·d 

-as· 'l:ilnd:rn:g .with0.u:.t . re-£-e.re11ce to the de·s~i.I:'e;s· of ple,ia:sur.e·s and 

pa,,=tns· of the: s ·en1tien't · .lil,e. , Man. know~ hiriis .elf as properly 

of a c.erta,ip ~ :a:tJ:l.re, arid C'ar.in<iit· re,as:ona.bl:y de.part rr.0m the 

ru;i..~s. invQJ,.;ved i ,n its t ·~alizat:J:0n,. T.he$e rules 81:"e not :lni­

p0setl .fT9lU' -w.i t.hout, bt?;1;;, are the exp,re:saion. -q:r .llis o~n .nature 

a.pd binding only a.s sucp.. 'To 'be m:o:r,~l, is to be tr'14-1 a 

man,. and to be trul-y ii, man.,. :Ls to be :truly a rat"fonal animal. 

·~e· norms .or rea,son a:re tli.e' ·nio-r·~n. 1.aw,s·." ' 

Even the cb'ildren of I 5-rftel m.,1:1.y di~.o'bey trod. and 

s·tiil ;r'{:!''eain the.tr,, :Der;ek Er-et'.z-. F9-r we :read in .. S'edet­

.Eliyyahu R.abba;;. on ( d) lt,R•abbi sal~ t ·o me, ''TW.1iee. the 

ch11dren of Israel w·ere exiled., one ti,me ( in th:e ·time 0i') 

'(' i t -he. t i:rne- 'fJf) th.El s,e qoni :the Fir.st T.emple,,, and gnc:e . , n . . . 



Whv_ tn the .p 
a ,1,irst lhs.tance is a. tim.e given (..fpr 

-the ·dura.ti6n o.r the p..~tsluneht) •~;nd in the. 1-a..st, :ins tanc .. e 

no, time is .given?'·' I , s..al~ to h.:tm, "Mt s·on; ~he inhab-~ta.nt-s 

~f ·t .lle: F-1.rst Temple:, even t'l.,l-_·_ou:ri:". t .h .. ~-v .... "-'1 · · 
.11 ~.. ., WOJ.•S.'J!! · pped .st:r.~g~ 

.go~ •. posse.~.$.e.d. De.r,ek Bre.t,z .• 11 ,"'-d· w·h· at ,t. D t\.u -.i:s erek Eriet.z? ' 1 ....... 

'I'$ 1 d~k:a;h ~g, s·' mi lo'tit.h c!ias e'dim • Ii 

Here vte hij,ve an insbance ¥(ihE?r-e tti:e· ehildrelil. of 

I~r~~l diso"bey th~ will of G',esid. •. But,. beca.u.se 'they· ,re.te,.ip. 

their ·verek Er·etz . ·• .. . . , 
P·assage, their .p:1mistµnent i-s n,o-t .. ,ete:rnal,. 

11We1£;h youv w•ords hef ore spe,~t:i,:ng,. ~'erf-o'I'Ill 

,your daily a.~ts ih ~ccord:ance- ·w,i th P·er~~ Er·et.z, so tJi,~:fy ,you 

i'il.ay b:e succe.s-si'ul in life. Acknowledg~ the justipe ot a 

v·erd:ict,. ag-tUns:t . ylJu, and rer.r.a·1n f'.r,om grumbling." ( 10) 

He.:r,e. is ~ ~nrt:ter.n f Qr· l-ivin,.g whic.b. is genel:',al 

,t0· th~ e,xte.rrp tn:a,t · th~,s .. e pr-inciples ma.,y 'be. appliea to il'.l­

nUlller:sl;>ie and. V-?Xti:e'd ,,if:l;. tu.!3:J;i.ons. ·The .p_r-o,grmp outrin~d t s· 

a ge.~~,al philosophy· of l:tvin:g which ean 'he .applied to 

e.ver-y,. situat.i0n both betwee,'4 man artd. man ·and b.etw.~e:n nt$.-

and ·00<:1. Denek Eratz in. this pas.sage CQJ::{Lp b~ t.ransia:ted 

as •,, the nrora'l :law•. l:Iovrevi:ir,. ·-si),ee one's ·acting according;. 

to Oe:r·e~ E.ratz will tlete~m.J.P:~' .e:me is ,1:JU,~'C'e-ss in lif'.e, 

esp}H:i.a-lly .0111e ,: s·. sucq.ess j;n his re·lat.ionships witb bi.s 

f.eliow-me:n, t:p,rop.:er .b¢hav101n, a :s-omew.n~t mo;r·~ rel~:tj_ ve 

t -~rm: ,:leems ~r ·ef,ers.ble. It s:e·.e.m.s l,i1>el;y tha:t one WP,o aot~ 

with :prop.er o'ehavlor fs: mp-r'e, :tJk~ly to S¥cceed, paT·ti·cu1arl.y 

when the morie:l law is o\lt of ke.epin:e; with the ,accepted 
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-standa::it.d of beliav-ior· of the: time,. Pr.qp~r l:)eha;vi or and the 

moral law n,eerd• not ~eeessar-:ti-y cdin6'1de.. Qne ne.ed only;, 

c.ons-.ide.r the I pr-o'p-er be~a..w-i.or.r ·~f P,Jfiroi tive Sou;tb. Se,a J'.sLand 

trj.,p;as t:0 b.ec eonttnc:ed of th~t, 

Ip: those ·matter-.s rl~.1-a:t'ing to eat..i~g ilnd t~.e $erv1ng, 

Qf: 't'',o-od, the t¢rlll De:r-e.k :Ere-t,z :when t :ranslated ·of , prQper 

m,arm:ers i gi ve:s t,,b.¢ m.o:s,t ·m~•.ani:qg.,. , 

S. :abb.:a:.·th ( "l.) t · ""' · 11 . b ..1. e.ac:i11e:S. us.: •-R• ~a · • A ·\ 
. l :fba sa::td 

in R'. J9~~an.1 S' n·8:µJ,e, 'Yfuer:re.e, ~o we lear.n ohangl:' of· gaPl!lehts 
·% 

ih the Tg_r:sh? 13-e.e-ause it is~ ··aiid, 11 And he, shall put or.r · his 

g:~rm~n:t .s, and put on other· g-ijrments . i,. tLev. e.4) And 

the sch.col. o.f R. Is'mnael tau,g}:,r~·: "T.h:e. i'9rE;h. te~eG,es y0u 

Derek Eretz ! In .the g'{:l.~eri.,ts i1l which ·op~ co,oked: .a ()t:fsh 

;tor his mas·t..er, Qb.€: should n.et· .mix· a tZU!l (of' vdhe ) f ,.er M'S 

Th.µs·, in the. prepJ:l.r.a.tior,r. Gt· .:f'·ood tbe're ,a,re . mannJr-s 

whleh sh0uld be obse~ved'••: On~ wiil certainl:y ag,re,.e1 bh\9.t 

the.re does· n9t .seem to l:! e f!PY m01•·al g,µes'tion involved hare, 

mer~ly ·~ matter of g.ooa form. Then, t00, p.erha:p:s :with th~' 

a-£¢' ct,;t .aas·h.1, ·s e..0riunent ·* vre ma;r eonc.lude, tb..~t in. th.is in.'-

r.i. " ·" ,·B t ·1. ~'" Q.r_. · _Tl_ . • _ ... _ ,op·. er· manner:s bu_. __ t stano.e., 1 t l ,s not t:)nly ~ "1.,,...,,., '-"V -" l""' . 
' . 

al$o th& ma:t·ter' ot' •g!.v'i:n,g hppq~ to ·one's surrerior. Manne-rs 

•are., after a:ll, ~ dis.p.l;ay of· .re·sJl'e-c,t not orily for one's 

1''ell.9Ws• put ·t,0n one's ,seJ;.i' . 

Tlle next p.ass,.a,ge is i.n(:lee.(i SA, in~~re-st,ing. one 



for it concerns the -prooer mental attitude .one ,should have 
while eating meat. It is assumed that the mental attitu<ile 
will influence the .diner to cons.ume his f .ood in a certain 
way. ( 12) uThe Rabbis taugl;l.t (concerning) "-Them the.t 
taketh in huntin,g •••. " (Lev. 17 .13 ). This ,means. nothing 
to me except ( that it appl:1,es) 1,Ji the case of qne !.'who• 
hu;nts'!, When.ca do I le_arn concerni~g. that which is already 
there ( and <:loes not re:q:uire hunting), for example g,esse 
and chickens:? 'l'hat is to say "w.ho hwits" (means) in any 
case, th.en why does- 1.t. teach "them tb..at t~~etn. in hunting" 
(usi~g the active .form of the verb), ? Scriptur·e t :ea.ches 
Derelt Ere:tz, that a man shall not ,eat meat exce-gt by thi,s 

desig.nation." 

There is nothing wrong .with eatJng meat.. However, 
there. are dii'ferent kinds of meat. 'Ilhefe is m~at il-hieh has 
to be hunt.e.d, and there is meat th~t is wa_i tiD;g, such as 
dQmesticated fowl. There.fore., alt~ougb the Seriptures speak 
of me?t wnicP. has ~9 l;>e hµnted, QY its use of th,e phr.a.s,e 
1 who hunts, which,. 0.n the sur.f~ce :.seems suoe-rfluous, it 
teaches us that even while es,t ing, me.at wlµ.cl,l was not hunt~d, 
one should e1at as if the meat w.ere hunted. Perhpps this 

m~ans that o.ne should eat sparingly. 
Some furth!3r thot.l,.gh:_i;;s on ~he eating of meat are: 

"1he Rabbis taugnt, , Wp.en the Lord thy God shall enlar-ge 
thy border, as He hath :promised thee, and thou shalt sa1: 
11 I will eat flesh'' because thy soul desireth to eat flesh; 
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•• 

th.o.'iJ,; -lTll3.:;'f8;St e;at fl.ash, alfte~ all t~e de-$·1:re. of thy l:I0\1\1.'' 

T:\:te Tctrah- tea:ehes. DeI'e,k Er.etz t:hat a miil:n should npt ·e~,t 

fie.sh. ·e:-'teept, t .o .s_atJ:,.s.fy, 'the a?pet1t-e. n (1~). 

"An<d ina.int.e:q~e,e :fqrr tlhi me.ide:p;s-11 ( ;,:'~O''V'. 2.7 .. 27) 

'I'.Ji.e. _(romplete :tn.0u.°'_:h.t ne.a.ds·.• 11· A·:,,,q. the~ .... ·e will b o p:u "'" · ~ ,, g oa t •s 1· :mtlk; 

enoug4 for thy fo.od•• f ,or th,e .food Qf thy hou.sahcild,; ~d 

m~fnt.enance·. :f·or :thy ·maicl.eh-s ·, '' ·~!}f.~· Z·ut_ra, the s,on of Rav 

Naqhman said, ''0:1vr~: life mito .:roup ll\'ai:~en~.~" Fl'oin here, 

t~e T~r>:eh te:;i,ch-~s ~e,v~k Jllr<,eftz:.i that m{:m ~h,qµld n:ot· t .ea.ch: 

h:r.s. S0!l conc·~Fn'ing flse:·sh $?n'tl wine,. 11' (12'} 

J'.h e:~~h €):f' the thre1;3 pa,aiH,!;($eS Just .qli0ted ~ 

d:e·:fini tion stronger ~han. 1 p;r,0pe-r be·baviQr-' i'a. r~f1i1Jaired 

.1.n:s o:f.ar a.s the· three "p.ass.a f e& m4icate th~t somethi:og m.or.e 

than :a m~11:'.tt~r of social form· 1:S, the stibJect m~tter.. Jhe 

first two p!;t$s:age.a •deal With a per-s·onal matter since n@ q;ne 

· b~t the aµbf~c.-q w.!1-).. -~,ff~fc;te'd bJ ll-1!:f a:otfO.rt. '1'.ne thlt•d 

pa~-sage. de,als wi tb t,4e corl"e,;t ,w-s,y t ,o. be a Ri,u"ent ·and. 'the 

:p-ro:oer. way P<? tnstr~ct one 's ·cpildre_n. Thu~, P.fOJren b,eha:vior 

1:s. ngt only a maJtte,r o:.r s:oela,1 form .but a p·er:scinal m·atter 

as we.11, and th,ere are als•o tr.ro•se as;p:ects b:f p:rope.t heb.:~vior 

which a:ppl:y- to 'Sp·ecial cla.s•ses of- ·peo'!)J.e. 'rb.ere'f''Ore~ ea.ch 

.p~~.s-on: -in: a: spe,~i,a:l. role has. a set o:f princip:les which h~ 

snould obs~li\v,~ ·ii'. he is to f1.111.f1.ll .hls t .ol·e ,p:Fopsr1.y • 

Tb.is i.s· e#peci•a:lly appar-erit in the Mas-sekt·ot Deri.elt E.retz. 

W.h'i•ch de·al alm.os t exe 1.us:l v.ely w:i t.h ·th'e P.erek Ere'tz. pf a 
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C;0.ne~rriihg the pl:'~r>er behav:_tor il'.l ~ink1.n&" 

·W•e re,e,d in Ma:~·s~:l(!iot Devek .Er•e·t,z, Pirkei Be:r:i A.z~-ai .( 13) :-

"0-n.e. s_houl.d. "'.·. o·t , d' · · i i · ... r .a n n o~.!':} dra:ugp.t. one 1 s c:u.p; iJ' •qne, 

to dr a.ih the .cup · in. tw:o dr'au.gp:ts;: bµt tr' or1~• does: it in 

tnree dr~ught~.,. one· i •s: C.Qtl:Silde;r.~d ·h~ught:y. rt 

C.~mcer.n.in;g o:rt~1 ~ ha.i1.d•l.ing of :t ood we .finq in, 

:M~s·se•kt9t .D&r-~.k .Ere:ttz~ P.irk~;i Be'n A.Z:.z.a.!: '{14) There, 'Was 

an. j;n:c.id,ent c_0n!ll~r-1P,•in:g R, ~lb$ w:h.ca mad.e a ainne.:r. tor his 

stliden.ts. ~ At ··fn.e {H .. _nner. :be ·se.:rvea tw.o. d,ish,&'s',, one; o.r which 

w&s 0nly h'al1'-co.ciked, . 't~e o:the·r or wh.i~h y,ra:s c~o:ke.d Iltqr(er~:y. 

He. s:e.rv.,ed the: hs.1-i'~eooked. di.sh f'i~st!. T.b..e· :stu'!i-e:nts lt1-;Cki:~g 

i,r:1 mannet•s strug:g-le<l ,with the .stalks W.1lic;ti 'be' serve<i Ert:t-

The· s:tudents'. p,0ssessilng ,good :manners 
. ' 

. m~de tie e,.ff or.t t ·o· s t:rugJ;~l e w·i th th.~ ·s:tJtl~-s, ~ 'fi:i,en .he -s ·env~-~ 

the. p_rpJie;rly cook~n .dish, ··wp.fich eVi~r'y9n,e en1,01ed.. •. At tl.re 

e,q.nc.l,us i 'Qn, ot tne •me,l:!l, he ·t0;Ld th,¢m wb,a,t · h:e ha4 d.on.~ SJJd 

in.deeq. a :gr~ppf,C!} wa<y1 t:;o. t •~a.ch ;prope-r behavior • 

.Anoth~r lnterest·i:ng a .coount of b,:,qw to' •t .e:~o.~ o:pe • s 

.frt~-I.19:.S goQd be-n.av:ior i-s f0:ubd :c :Pbc:~!r'ntng., Ral'.?.bi s,i:m~on. (1.5) 

Rabbl Simeon oe_gan to :s.h'QW p ·~cuiia;r:-- be.h.airior d-e~rpi te 'his 

re·pcu.t-at•i0n for krt,ow!.n:g. ]~r>-op-e:r- beha:v,fo.r . l!e. used to urg~ 

,'I d i. -i7. ~h-.e.y . ·w.auld ·vew b'.17 t:q.e Tol'.·ah k:ts- gue:st.s to· ~:a!t ~<e- .:r J~.. "' 

the:t they w0;uld hav,e nqthing, to, ea-t or d:i?.ink, H.0.wever, they 

wo:ul.d -s,otm ·chs,,ng:e the::fr minds ~d P·El-l'·t .al;ce o.f :food and drink. 
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Whereu.-pon, Rabbi 8.ime.on ·wo,uld beat.: .. t .hem . • . The Rabbis ~ent 

E • . Jeshv.a to inv:es.t_.iga·te the matt~r. ll. S,itJ1:e,0n was ·-pleas_ed 

to ,s.e.rv~ as R. Joshua's 'h,qs;t. :R. J :o:fnu~, it:i t:i.µ<-n, did a-11 

tb.at ~e. w~.s bid to d·6.. He was. not b ea,ten by R. St.metm •. 

When~• Ji • .. J <:>$Pu~ 1'.n(4u-ired as to 1;;:he r ·e,ason t:-0:i? h·is not hl:lving: 

ree,ei~e,~ ,a bea:ti•ng, R,., Si':me,on -explained, t .ht:ft all of the 

previo:uJ;I'. gUEfSt·s• fiad: made ,rows w~-:1:(}h th,e;r .ha~ n.ot ke•pt. . 

'!1herefore, h~ beat. t11'.eni -to. te·ac.h them .Derl:l'k Eve.tz,. 

The m.att~r ·o.t el!•t ·ing m:eat is· d'one wt th, h_owever. 

For; 'w•e i:1ns;l a P?s,s ~ge i'n Yom.e. ( l-6) ebncernin~: tl're 'fi'roper 

t =ime t0 eat· meat: 0·.And Jiiqses s·aid: ''l'p.i~ s,n.1:\:11 °Qe Wb~n the 

Lord shall giv~ you _in 'the ev·ening .tlesa to .ea:.t a~d in the: 

mor.rfi'Q!g 'bre.ad t .o the full! ,, ('Et .• J:6•.8,) A .':Carma ( ,t.aught·) 

in the name of .:R.. J·oshuah b~ Ka:rhah,: 'The .fle-sh ·for W:hich 

tbe:r, a•sked i11'lp:ro:p'erly ,~as give.n to th.gm at an improper 

itim,.e ,; lf{.p.e~ea·s th,e brea4 f'or. w.h.ieh they ask.ea ~ro;\)erly 

w·i;ts g,i ven, ·t;-o t)l~m. ;L:Q. :i, t ·s :p~0;pe.r time. 1,Ie:r~ th~' To??~ 

inti.m!!ltes a: m:-s.tter of· Derek Er,etz: that one: should eat 

mf;!•~t but at n_ight.'." 

As· wa:•s t ,o be e.xpected ther,& are p.as·se,~es v1hich 

re-<,iU:ire :a slightly a·1rf'eo.!'ent shade e.f :ttre~nmg· th.an t hose 

alrea.d:y adv:-a.nced. One such u:a.s?'age .1,..s: .tound in Tosefta 

Sh-vtf,th ( 17) ( e). trHe who st0re_s the lof ·( a sort of onion 

.plant~ in the· .Sabbatical ye.ar. , R. Meir says it 1 s Derek 

.Eret.z to st.ore .1 t in an e.art.hen V;e$'s•e·i that i t may not 

11.,-d even .though it is no proof for the matter, sprqut. Kil 

recall the saying, "And '9'ut them i n an eartl'len vessel: 
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t.hat they may continue man:_. y d.ars. II Th .. . µs, ... n th.e storing 
of plants :there is a prooer way to go about it if one 

·:w.is·hes to achiev-e certain results,. 

In the relat4,.onship between husband and wife, , 

there is also the ~rope·r and the imoroper kind of behavior. 

In- Midrash: Rabba► ( 18·) we l:'e.ad: "The T9Fah teaches Derek 

Eretz that a groom may not enter the chuoah Wltil the 

bride has given him permi ssion. 11 

Thu$, the groom is- expecteq. -to· respect the vrishes 
of the bride and not enter the ch,up~ (probably the br-idal 

chamber, in this instance) until she signifies that he has 

her per mission. 

Another passage which su~gests that Derek Eretz 
shoulci 'be ·tr~sla:ted, rather lo·osely, a:-s 1 the proper way to 

go about things I is the following which app.,ears ip Nidah. ( 19). 

"Our Rabbis taught_: 'Twelve questions did th~ Alexandrians 

a<;l:clres.s to R. ,Jos:hua. b. Hananieh. Three we±'.e oi' scientific 

nature (hal.akah), three were matters of Derek Eretz1." The 

questions !~eluded und~r the category of Derek 1retz were: 

"What must a man do to- have male children?" "What must a 

man do to beeome wise?" "What must a man d o to become rich?" 

Thus, it is the proper -procedure which i s being asked for 

.at:id not necessarily tbe good behavior or proper conduct. 



liJt:aoban Crafual.i~l, son of' Rab:bi, Judah th-e 'P.z,,-.ince "' . ' 

\~ -~i-'S·, i''Th~ S.tud•y 6-f Tora):). tegether with Dev~:k Ere.tz is 

g:99d., for the la-bdlr: 6£ both q.f' th;em e,au,$es ~i.n: t ·.e ,b.e- f0r;_gotten-,, 

a11d any ( s·tudy ef) T.brah whi·c4 .d~e.s rt.d't have. :work, with 1t, 

its, end ls w.as:te. and causes s:i.n ••• " (20.} .(f) 
-

The f ·e:t11}; Derek -Er.El-tz in this pi1:s:S;_ag.e 'is the· 

· antecedent for tih'e. wqrd ·1;m' lag,p_a 1 ., wo:r.k.. 'l'hus., Derek •Eri&tz 

in this ~0n.t·e~t s~oul~. b,e ·trans-lated •·w.or'IdI'y; •b'cc.'u;patioh'. 

The. p:assa._ge theµ r ;eads :• "The .. :s-tudy of T'<:>r-ah to,geth8'.J> w•i )t.h a 

wo:tdd:Ly ·oc-e.upation :is· g.ood, f~r · th;e lab:o'n of both of th~m 

.qa::µ~_!f~ .sin t o be· for.g0tt~n ••• ii 

Just what kind. ot; ;v-ior.1.ai,-y "oacµ,patioll the ·sch0:lar 

i:s -e:Zt)'f:l.t 1te.d to baVt:> .is. n.o.t irtd1'cateq', tb.'QUgh it wou1a ap:t,1;)11:r 

th.at ·1.1; woµlo, patt,e t .<;, b·e sonle- k1.:nd o-r occ,µpat·10n which wo\ild 

i1lot t1;1,k~· too, m\l,c.h ti-me. .from hi-s -stud1.es. 

l;l:. Trtavers l.:le:rfori\.i in, his Pirke A@oth (-J. r. •. R·. ·, 194.5-J' 

on 'i;>~gi~. 41 .o;ft'ers the, f :oll~win;g ~opim.(;?nt : 1'Th:e· i:n-slst.enc~' 0£ 

Jew'isa tea~nei:-,s upon the dut;;y of havi.ng a trade- or •ocoup.a't.i.0n 

1;s w:e,11 known, ana is a ~.ark oi' tha't ·pi',!i'otlcal sanity ,which 

-is -or.e•eminent in J ewi-sh .eth'ics. Ev.en 'lilh-e .student who. is 

su:pp.-Qrted that lie •may· g-i·ve li!s. ·whq,J.;~1 ·t .1:me to study,., :1$ 

b.idd~n tQ st.udy- tlg.at h)~ ·m~y teach. ot)1~lH$. 'None is to 11ve 

feF hi-m:s;,elf a;:l.one; or ben~.fft ~;y1 others w,ftliout bene.titt1.n$ 

th.~m in :r~ t-t:W~. 11 

However, lt. ·N:eb.unia b, •. H.a)!i1'1ana P,as gu:1 te a: diff ~r,·ent 

I 
'j 
j, , 
I 



opinion on the matter of whether a scholar shall or shall 

not work. "Wh~ever t .akes u:p,on himself . th,e y0kEr of tne Tor·ah, 

they remove frem him the yok~ of government and the yoke 

of' Derek Eretz , . and whoe:ver brea~s off from hims·elf the 

yoke of .the Torah, they ~lace upon him the yoke of government 

Mlld the yoke o:f Dere~ Eretz. " (21} (g) 

It is quit_e clear that the scholar .could not 

possibly be rel-eased from the mor·a1 l aw, or frdm prooer 

behavior . Therefore , we have no choice bU't to transl.ate 

Derek Eretz in thia passage as •worldly occupation'. 

In B~rakoth (22)' the po,iJ).t i~ made clear·: ·"Our. 

Rabbis taught: ' And thou shalt gather in thy corn1 CDeut. 11.14) 

.Vvb_at 1.s to .be 1'earned 1'rom· these words? Since. it, ss.ys , 'T)ii_s 

book of the law shall not d~~art out of thy mouth.' (Josh. 1.8) , 

I ,might think that this injunction is to be taken literally. 

Therefore , it s.ays, "And thou shalt combine the -St~dy of 

them (the words of the. Torah). wit:h Derek Eretz . i, 

The &,a:t hering of the corn is symbolic of 'a 

wor·ldly occuuation '. 

Returning to, the m.atter of the role each m~· 

plays in the scheme of thing~, we find concerning w~o 

shall worl{ (23.) "As it sa,-s:- •For lo He f'qrmetb the mount­

ains . ' From here they derived that there are two kinds 

of labor. one 1n the. wo~ds . . o:f: t lie Torah and one th13 l ~bor 

of Derek Eretz . He who desires t6 work in Derek ~etz, 

is g.fven the work ·of Derek Ere.tz and ,conce:rning hl'm ScriJbture 
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• 
"F says , or man was born. t o labor. 11 (Job 5 .7) To what 

is he similar? \l'o a. flask Which is filled with water, 
i,S. continuously. bEting -poured' out and after an h our t here 
i's. nothing in l t . 11 

Although the auth~r of this. 9assage does n ot 
seem to. have too h i gh .a r- egard for labor, he d·oes recognize 
that there are two class~s· of people 1. e. those ~quipped 
for sch.ola-r$h1p and thos,e equibped for work. Derek Eretz 
in this passage is plainly the 09posite of T~rah and un­
related to it and should be translated as 'worldly intercourse '. 

"An incident concerning R. Josl,.ah and the son 
of' Ha.rash, R. M~tiah. The two of them wou1!d sit and s tudy 
the words .of t he, Torah. R. Jos:iiili turned to matters of 

' 
Derek Er·etz. R. Mati~ said to ,him, "What is this that 
you h.a.ve left the viords of the living God to particiuate 
in Derek Er e tz, and even though you are my ma,ster and I 
am your stude.nt, it is no.t good t9 'desert the words of the 
living God a nd to p~rticip.ate in Derek Ere-tz." (24) ( h ) 

Evidently R. Josiah decided to f orsake the study 
,of Torah and devote all of his time t o the oursuit of 
business . ~'her efore , his student felt called uoon to rebuke 
him and suggest that he return to the study of Torah. 

'r}lo.se wp.o observe t.b.e Torah and the mizvoth 
will receive a :neward n ot only i •n the wor•ld to come but in 
their businesses here on earth. 

For in Seder Eliyyahu Zuta we read: "And it says: 
"Look down from the he aven and see." ( Isaiah 63.15} And not 
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only tne. heavens • • • qut ttY tel:l to m.Efrikind that whosever 

observes the Torah with tI'a.vail -a..n· d does· the mizvoth wi_.th 
travail the reward of wor·ldly intercourse is given him, 

and_ the principaJ is saved for him ." {25) 

.The following passage offers several possible 

inter·oretations. Berakoth ( 26 )( :i)' Our R-a·bbis taught : "Four 

things rem.tire to be. 9,0:r:i.e ~-1th ~n.erg-y, namely .( the st udy 

of) the Tor-ah; g_ood deeds , -praying and Derek Eretz." 

1t might be possible to translate Derek Er·etz 

in this instance as -g.ro--per behavior, world.ly int~rcourse 

or ev.en mo:ral l~w considerin~ the s9iri tual quality of 

this _!:>assag,_e. The choio-e remains an open one. 
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III Se.xual Intercourse 

In Erubin (27) (j) R. Johannan observes: "If 
th~ Torah had. not been given we would h ave l earned modesty 
.from the ant , ch.astity from ~he d~ve , and Derek Eretz from 
the cock who first Qo.a~e.s and th.en m!ltes. And how does 
he coax his mate'? Rab Judah citing Rab reulied: "He tell s 
her this : 'I will buy you .a cloak that .will r each to, y our 
feet.' After the mating he .t :ells her, •May the cat t ear 
off my crest if I h a've any money and do not buy you one. 1 • 

11 

It is cl.e.ar that Derek Eretz in this pass age 
.cannot be translati:i d a:s I moral law' since it would be 
out of' keep-ing with the general spirit of t h~ passage . 
The translation 1 p:r-.oo.er be.ha-vior' is out of k eep ing with 
tbe,t o.art of the oas'S:age which tells of t he ·decePtic;n of 
the cock. Surely, deceQ.t~on is not something v,e would 
care to learn fr,om the cock in the absence of Torah. 
1 Worldly occupation I is not involved as thi s is a matter 
of :relationship between husband and wif e . Derek Eretz in 
this ins tance has s omething to do with mating and the 
prouer way t o go about it. From the uhrase 'and then 
mates ' we may assume t h a t it i s t sexu.al intercourse' which 
is being referretl to . Thus , we arrive at sti 11 another 
ramification of the term Derek Eretz . 

The following passages will be treated with sparse 
comment since the texts speak for themselves. 



the "rel-a.t1·onsb.1,p be-tw.een: D_ e""_. e:k·: 
.. .. Eret·z Etl')d S:~~.S:.i interc.ours,e 

·me's,t al!5pa:rent: hRer PJ.e;sb.t' T·h,1 · · 
- . : ~ /3' me ans her fo,od, as ·when 

it said: 11 1/~n:o_· a_,_.1·.·s. ·o· .e·a.t .. ...-he· r···, 
. v. · ..l.,esh of My 'P'e:op1el' ( Mi·cah -5,. 6) 

And· it i.s wr.i':trterr: rtH~· .casue:d rles·µ, als o to ~-up Us:pon. them 

e:s; t:h;e· du:st" (p.~ •. 7:8..27) 't-Her r-aiment0 i n; its literal sen.~e. 

"And het• ·S'fieoifie ,tirne1
' me~l"lifig" Dere"k EI11e.~21 a>a. •vHn.:en it. is 

said ''And lay ,\Yith he.-r an\'[: .c!Oh!?.~i·ted with ·h.er." (G~~. 54.2! 

Derei.t E!re.tz i..s, equated w1-th the w;org I eohahi t ·ed. ,, ah~ t-he-re_f'ore, 

f9r th~ at.tth:@r Qi' ·t ~he pas.sage, ·signified 1 $/;l.WJ.al in:te:rc,ours.e'. 

::rn the n~'Xt -sass.age ·.the deffiii tien of De:r~:k $r,etz 

f's d'er.ived tl?:e· 1,ru..t.hor· of' th:e passage: tJti'0ugh. ~ ka1 v' 'ch9mer. 

( 2g) 11 And b.E}r t -ime 11 m.e,~µ i :n,g h'e• .shQuld h.<?t giv:e her sunnner 

garments for the win:bB:r, no.-r · winte:r giar,ments f1'<:>.r tbe, s~er. 

But he. ,sfroula. give per eae.b. in_ .:tt.s sea'?'.Qn. H.9w i~bo~:t her 

fo:sd·? You t>e..a,s:~n b:y the, ineth:Qd of kal. ,,., ~hom'er~ If' you 

cf;Hln,o.t wi thh:el'd fr-om h'e.r· tbi.ngs which it>e not. ne.e:es,s ,a:ry for 

s·u.e ta.inin,g li.fe,. .1 t is but ,lt>g;lcal th;s_:t, yqu ,su:r~n;y 9.a,nn9t. 

wi thh.o) .. cl.' j'rI.➔-m her tlti.qg~ ~hat are •~~·cess·,ar,y f ·or .s,ust~,ini.ng 

l ·.~ ~'e. u b ... D. k E · · ·..__,? Yo·,., r· e•ason bv the method ·O.f ~ ~~~w a ·ou" . ·e.re ·rr.·.e·u,-.c; ... ;} 

kal V'·' chome.r. .Ii'' n~· <lap.not. w1 th:h:0ld Tr:om. her. th9s e tha,ngs 

fof.! which: ,she has not ortm:aril,: marlL"ied, it is· but logiqaI 

th~t he s:h.ould no't be allowed. ·to 1vithl)0J.d from her ths.t for· 

I 



whJeh.· :sh:e wa-s. p __ r ,i:m•·.·•a-- ··_r·· ·11:! mar· ri·,.·e· .. ·a ! 
,1 Rabbi s:ays, rrH•~-r · body" 

:re-fer-~ to D'e-:r·~k Ere'tz,~ -air whE?.h i;'t_ 1~ . . said "Norie. of .yo¥ 

'.a pp:roa.c~ to a ~ody that is ~$':!3-r of him." (Lev. 18.6),, 
. . ... . . ... (k) .. 

sha,11 

I11 .Seder• E.Lt.;yyahu Rabbe. { ·'?9-} -w:e f'..ind a m.O're 

gehef'.>aiiized: \is·~ .of •the terrn. De-rek :Eret-z •. 

"·T-he,re ar .. e fo.ur, · d.~,g:Nte~r q,f :Oer.ek Eretz.. Ther-e 

are t.ho.s .. e wlio :mar.~y· a w.~an -i'~.'P t;lte: s~ke pf harl.ot.r y . 

And t.p:er:¢, .are. those Who marry a ~Ofil/:i:11 :f'or- tb,e s-ake of i)l . .Qney. 

:And t.tte:P'Et. ar;e. the.se who. m.arry a woman for. the :5ake of; being 

t'wr.i:«:nl'.~... Ar.id there ~r:.e th.'6.se wn6 faarry a wdman for the 

s-~~e of' ne,av·en. ;, 

lr we r.ender ·the i;;~nm ))·Elrek ir-e.:t:z as tm,1;trriage' 

t he phrase is, then tra~(3.late·(} : ''T.h~re are fet1r type·s of 

.. , i . . . i i -mar:n- a,15e·s • • • • 

Tn :Ab.0th (51) ( 1), D'' Ra'bb.f Na·than th~r·e is a 

1 t th. ·t it s.h ·o·. u, -l ·d. be. translated p;a:s;s a&e vMi ch no:t on • tf s ;µg~ Ei$ . s . · .a 

with ))¢~e';l;( Eretz a:s ' $eXµal i ,:hteJ?c-Our~ie ' 'put als o ,sug.g~sts 

whilt·,, •(;.?µr ·a '.ttit:u;de tqw,rnd sexual in.terc our-se should b e . 

" Th,e,r -e a:r~ l:leven things the mu1 tiplicati on o!' 

whic,h a,.~e ·<;lif'ficul t and the m1ilim:izs;,tion of wh;Lch are 

._e;ooa: wine, work,~ ,and .sleep, at.ld wealth, and Derek Er.e tz, 

and warm wat:er and endangering life. 
II 
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KEY TQ INDEXES 

The first index contains the source o.f every Q~ssage used in thi.s naper. The number ,@e.fore each of the references corresponds to the number before eaeh pas ~:~g.e in the, uaper . 

The second index contains sele·c,tep He'br.:~w :,,ass~g·es. ·The letter before each pas sage corresponds to the letter in front of the sel~cteg passage ~n the 
t:),ody of the pan.er. 
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C}:,).~pter Thre e 

I Pr op~r Behavior 

l:l" /)~li' 1 "::u~ nR IJ1R l"I l l p iTl')l 
.tiN ,,, ••• nl~'i •• 

0
nNi" 

'o'.l N ,atn~' ~Q~ n•:i. 'VlN:J. 1"1 H ,0N1~ 
~'?,k . .}n1,k l~i1 K? 11.0N' .r'z•K . .,~ nk l"'lil "Ot 

.fiK ,,, Jnl nn'n K,w ~~~ n•:i. •~JK 

l. 1 K 71:tlQtu' ,,,c•nctp"ll D'll'.fl:)·', c•nz,,!) ,lk'.".lp' , ... "iOtUl/1 
J~~ nn"n ,1,n nit n~,ll •i1t~~ 4 b ,~ ~k o•JUtJ 

Dk Jn, l"'\Qk .Jnl nn•n~ f"'I~ ,,, k"M iJD\ .fiK 1i1 ,n,~ ,n,~n 7M ?Kil/1" 'Ml?K 'n n"il Jtik n~ onk D"n?~O 
,, l., l N ·~~.\D"1 1 ·_cpi · 

n:i., 1n•,, ,,o (~) 
T"'IR ,.,, FLl n•n n 'H nitl-9 •i:i.H1 1"'ii·t:1 "•!:> '?k t;k ... 
• c"i"bn n1,~a11 np,x .Jnl nn-~w r,k ,,, s,n no, 

KnD01ln ( e.) 
~ 1 n"Y"l!U 

11 0 1~ Yi~,~, i01~ "'l'KQ 1 i R'Y'lWl 91,n n~ JOl~iT 
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Chai:1ter T:t).ree 
II World·l::r Intercourse 

,,o,n "u' io 1N ~"-ln n,,n• ·~, ~- )ll ,~ .. .,Pl ll., iT-,tn '7.J) i\ll n!l~·vo Oil'll// n~''l"'~ y-,~ ,-,, C}l n•nn • •. 1 HI n-,ill 1 tl-,e:l tl!HD il:lS'Hl 111)9 t''~?I 

n l 
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1n1 ":i,, n,:u~(h) 
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:i ::J.', 
p1t•n 1•2•,~ 0•,1, ', J 
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Chanter Three 
III Sexual Intercourse 

':::i.' p l"l1"1"l1 (j) 
ll"'n M"l1n Mlh'l K., N',o',•N lln, .. ,., "IDK M1'"1~1 n~DJ O ' f ll ,,nno MllJ"f~ J' 1"o', 7lJll 1~ "lnKl D"'!lo~ 7lll"lno r"IK 1"111 Mll' O 

n11r 01v', MWK kWll0 W" f"lk 1"11l n1,o ~1"1k 01 w, n~K k~llW V" 1 1100 01W7 ff0K kV1lW W'l .a'OW ow', n~k KVllW ~'l n,,,l 

Jnl •:::i.,1 n1:itt ( l) r·', p,D k nnon , i'l l • ~. , , I .. • • n !l. 1 I!) 1 lJ .. 0 l itztp -, l, i D .. "'ll 1 m.11r, .b, np,n, ~o•on 0•01 ,Y"lk ,,,, ,,w,i,, 

J.68 1.22 0 


