
.,(J 

.A Dissertation S:Ubmi-bteci fn Pewtaal Fu.lf.i.llment Of ··The 
' ' • • ' + •• • • •• 

Requirements tor. ,Giaih1a:t.fon. 

Apri.1, 19.23.. 

-= 1·. .....:.__ " ... 
- : . ( ~·;.. . ... :; ' ' 



IK.T.EODU-OTIQN . ' t . • .• • 
• • s • • • • • 'i. 

I. 

T:iJie):··fa.:s.- Aie~antlr-ia11 - Rome . , - OtH.er ·c.iit•i-es. -
J~rtisalem. - S:e.thuli.a . - Other Judea.n c·itie·s· . .. 

'} 
1 ill ';2;1 ·"' ''"1 ~ TO .- 0 •·o • ';I•..,~ .-:- 1'tK '"I ;n,, 

o ... J'f ·r. ~ 

31 

THE LOCAL JU'DICfARY • • ... ' ' 
... • • ,. • •1 • • • • • . • 15 

Th~. e:xistebc.e .of! i:ocal courts. - 'NUI:1'ber or· tilember-s . -
+ •• ' + • • 't- . 

o • ::> ;S), g """-.-icl Q 'J• trt • - Th°13' appointment of j ~dg:es . -
The e:0-u.rt: Etnd. hhe sy1'4agogue,. · 

r.n 

THE SYNA'GOGUE •• • • • • 

'!'lie, or'i,$",11'1 aria e~i:s,te.noe .or t 'he 5¥l1a~()gµE!·• - The SYJt,a­
ti.1ijµe. a,s a : cult 0center.:. - 'rhe. o Yi..;::,:;,_ <i>"'· 1 • - 'l'he 

p · o J. .:J 'r.7, 1 r ,..;. •. - The. ouilding of a. syn~~o$ue·. -
.T):le 1.is.e •. s bf · t.he ~~go.gu.e,. •- JJ•¢N) T.! 1:1 ,2, • 

tv 

EDUOA'l'Ib·NAL INSTITtJTIO'.NS . . 

.25 

Thei erig~n .and .. e.x':istene-e a£ el@merita:r~~ schools. ,.. '.tn~t-ruet&.ol'l 
in hou.se o:f · t •eadhe,r., .,. In the s-yna,tqgue ..• ..., In: the. 
liJ,•r.~n· ..n•.:r. . - Th'e relatiG:Il el' the tieti..cfiei" to the 
o,9'$Tlun:ity. .. ·'f.e,lleher~ ,ree·ei..,,.e.d 'p.lly.. - Tates· for 

pu:t;i.1 i e i :nif~:tAc;tl,:l,; on, · 

v. 

The 0·11igin .arid e:,fi,s.tenc·e ,.of l:o~-:e.l cihar'.i't:i •e.~- - The ,1tH;> , ..... 

"l"~e. 'l;:,,.,,,Ji,. - The ni':T~ •,1t2,1- - lfow t.he 1\;,rid$. were 
colle.ete,d. -. Ch~r.ity in the,· syrr.~gQgu·e . 



Tbe Mishnah 

The. Tosef'ta. '. (Ed:itecl: by )(,S. ZulcerlliSim,e,JJ. 

The Babylon:1:an Tal_!ll\ld. 

Tn~ Pa;le.st:tnian 'l'alm.ud. 

The . M;i4r'a,s_zy 
14:id_r-_.. a. (W:Un:~ Elii:t':i,.Qn/ 1896) 
Midr-. T~}l. la~ber e<U ti~on) 

II' 11
T~TES· d 

I Al1TEOnS GR:EC-S ET ROMA.IN$ -~ 1IFS AN .:ttmAI~14E. ~IS,, T~TS 
ET ·~QTES' P/i'.R THEODORE. RE!NA'Cli, 11 

- 'Pat.is, 189·5~ 

~INijEaf ~ M.; llp_ie Cr-ga:n1.zatio:n, ae:r J./:ldisohen 'Or,tsgemeinden in o•er fli.lmud 
-Z~i, t 11 

- · .Monat s:s:~htif'b, 1897 .• · 

" SQmlRER,., E~ • "Gesohionte de~ :J~di~one.n. V.olk&i! im. Zeit:alt.er J.eeu en~isti, 11 

. Leiizig.. 1:90.1,. 

"Die Gem~.i,tld'ev:er..f~~s~g: d~i" .Ju!;len i:n. Rome, i,r1 de:r •~a.iserze.it . 
naqh den I~sob..ri.f;'ten D~.g~nrtellt.'" - teip.zi,g. 18!19 

JW~lf ENCYQLOPEDU AR'.l'Ic'L~ "~EIA" .• 

RE!NAC.B., TH-. • 

"The -e-olitloa:1 and the Sociril l,aaaers st,f the .Jewish 'C'ommunity 
or Seppharis in the. Sec.end and. Third Centur:ies" 



T\'Jffsf wor'ks d~~i ~'bh, ttle ~enf},.ral ®l>je~J .. 0.r tTensh eomrniliiity or$aniza-t.ion. , 

~ef'.~ren:o~ works ~op d~,~i:1.s: are cited wh~r.e ~ho~~ lll~t"\;er~ oe.:¢µr.,~ 



AB~REVIATIONS .• 

For the names of books of the Bi 1:tle, Talmud and LJ!draah th.e s-tandard ahbrevi:ations have' been .used as listed in the ,Jewi-sh Enoyclopedia~ 

other abbreviatio~s follcnr: 

Art. - Article 
13ar. - Baraitha 
c.I.G. - Corpus +nsoriptionum Graeoarum. 
"Getneindeverf'." ••• "Die Gemein!,ioverfai,s\l?lg der Juden in Rome" - $ehfu.e.r J.E. • , • • • • Jewish Encyelopedia 
J .Q.R •••• "Jewish Quarterly Review." 
Josephus, "Ant." ••• "Ant·iquities of the Jew;, .-" 

"D. J." . . . ''The Jewish Wa.-r ." 
"Vita" ••• "The Life of Fl-avius Josephu.s" II . 14. G, W, J, - • • • 11-Maga-zin fuF- di~ l'.ii;fs'ensoha'f~t, desc Judenthums." !li:ma.tssohti1't ••• 11Monattschri1't fur Geschiohte und Wissensohatt dee 

Judenthums.• 
R.E.J •••• "ReV:Ue .de._s Etudes Juives ." 
Ref~ach 11Textes 11

- • • • 
11Textes d 1 Anteucs Greoct et Romains Relatifs an 

Judaisme 11
• 11 fl 

Schurer, 11Gesch. !I • • • '111G:esohich-J;e de.s Judischen 1Volkes im Zeitalter · Jesu Christi. 11 



'.a'.NTiiGDUd.TION 

Arter. bibi.i.eal-, ,tfm~•~f th~ hi&,tor,y, of 'bfle Jews- is net cl;i~e.ernlble in 

de.tcail unt-!l th~ opening, centnr..y o·f the Chri~t,:i;a?\ ~r·a,. But with :wh&t H _ght the 

nto:re· m~.ine~Qus ·souro:es, o.f ithat :d~y.. shed ~on -tb:e piot)ll'e. q,~:ttsJn £a¢t,s of theicr 

i)1s.t:tt.u.1:tion~ ~d cuatqm~ 1:i~~i'.n to a:S:,sum.e.- v1s-ibl~ fdrm. '.And' we J;ea,r-n by _l.001£3.Ag 

at the fa:cts >t:~Y,E'f~-led wh,a:t had, b"~ien g:o:tn~ on in. the• shadowy oentl,U'le:s b~t'f'ore, ·~d 

we· ·h~v,e a lY{!;c~gro~~ then which hel1ts us- ~tl~:rst~nd the later- development also .. -

.Am<mg- the mcrre, important ·and, h:i.-ter,e:sting s'ubjeot;·a for histor,'ical r .e­

'&ear•oh 1nt(1 ,the: .insti..tu3H6ns of' the. Jews, ms i;;ha,t ~r the ·011g~ni.z.a.:tions the;r ·de,.. 

~e-!op~A- -for tihe airE(ction or·· the a:1':falr.s oi' -the-ir local o6nimunit:ies. l mport-~t 

_!:).,~: :r:i:e.tion~l lif-e may be ~iv.ie iifE! ha.a ~ previou'.s o1'aitn -q,pbti 1a.:tt~nt'iQ'n, be-ing. 

~earer ~-o ·the li,fe of the indiv,idtral., ·Al'J.d Qd.y.iio, \\f,e ~!?' o,i, p~rti~-qlJtr import9;l'}.~~ 

among the ,Jews and ,d,:,i.rin~- the open.in~. e·ent1;1ries -of the ohri-st:i'an. er-a. because tb~ 

lob.al o.ommufti-ey was- then e..na there the- prd.1naTy -unit· of. :61"garuzat-"i-Qn. T_hough ~ 
' . . . 

-nrust not . d,eny t.he 'llsElhsitiv,e _fib.ras-11 wni-ch eonneet.ad· :al:1 eommuhi't:i,es. with 

.Jfetus~lem.~. ~rHl · fi'fte.'11 ~lie de-¢•tr:u~i6n •o..--£ Je,ti\.s'al$11 with the· s'.~a;t o'f th~ academy 

wherev~r it was lQe'!}ted,, WE! 'naj.si;. als.o realiz:e· t ·h:e pr.a;9tfc~~ e:tit'ort6~y of t.he, 

irtdiv:i:d~al :eit':L'e.s in 'tbe, !ldmil).i-s,tr,~ti.9n of loeai .:t¢f.~_irs. for g:r~ting· of local 

p-8'1"t of ,'the 
t!t~­

pt;,Hoy1'-mes't 

:eo!iey of the. fforne.n :goill'eT-nment, wni,ch. w.as tn. those 

of the time. 

•Sin,ce, the most of our sour~!:! mat.e;rt(li is n~t-· d_~,t;a,bll!' ·ex~ept· ~thin 

large. _pe.r'.i,.ods-. we t:i,e~cl t .e· :-c~nsidet t1\1:r-· snbj.ect not ~t 9: tefinite tim~ "!mt- ipv.er 

a ·ce.rtai1;1 s:t:r·e.~•eh ~t y~~f's-. A:l)'d "16 ~te. just\i,fled in taldrt& two cent-lll'iea--the 

f'lrs·t, atiq. th~ -~_ecqnd ·o·f the Ch;i;istl a.n-era-as• we do. b.y, tb.~ faot that tho~h 

momMtous :1.1:e:tion:al e:vents hEi.p.pened 'during 1'hat. lo'r1g tilll¢ there was, as ,tar ficS' 'We 

•e.tli\ ascer.ta!n, btd': slow dtiv-e.lo~nt and -sl,j,ght ,9hru:tge y,ithin tile loQal oommu.ni;ties-. 



2 
The' oha.nge of masters t-hrough t he. centuries bad little or no e-i'feot upon the inner 

organizations of' the Je¼i.&h -municipalities. Greek, Jewi'3h or Roman su:premaoy me!U}t 

little ~re in the organization of the local comnnmi-ty th.an that the col'1eoted 
II 

taxes were sent to one gov·ernor or to another (cf' Schurer, 11·Ge.si>h.", 3 I:I,p.7'&) .. 

The great inovements in nationa l pQl'itios, eve.n the e<pocha.l dest-ruotion of Jerusalem 

by Titus ., and the failure of' the -Bar Koohba revolt., .occurred and passed without 

·the ;too!:!i eommwi.ities, be.5..ng ·greatl-y or pe:r:mane.ntly afie_oted tn their iJm.er structure. 

There were Jews from the Persian Gulf to the Straits of Gibraltar al­

r,eady at the beginning of the Chr':i.stia,-i era. TJ'i.ey -were ''ih ·Eive:ry regi0n ot th~ 
( 10 

inhabitable world." Be.bY,lonia , Palestine, Asia Minor<_, Rome an4 Northern Egypt were 

the. principal centers. ln most of the oit;e·s of Jud~.a ,the J~yi:s f'orme..-cl the majoritr 

of the population and their organiz·ation was thus the- organization of the municips.lity. 

Where· they were no.t the majori:ty..l;ioth in Judea and in the diaspera, t:q-ey were, yet 

organized as cominunities ~d gener:ally enjoyed the privileg.es of self-government. 

Wherever J ews lived during -the first and second ChriBtian e.enturies and 

were org{lnized within the oity for the direotion of' their ;to.cal affair$', l'i.e ·•shall be 

oonoerried with them and their organizationsp in thiP .presentation. 

We shall treat the :five ou:tstana.fng or.ganizations of the looal OOl!lllllmity: 

the fiTst, the general executive body for the administration of secular affairs; tte 

secctnd, the l.ocfal judiciary; the third, the syne.g~gue •11-hd its offioeri..; the fourth~ 

the edueationa.l institutions of the eity as far as these were directed by t he com­

munity,; ,and t:he ~if'th, the org~n,iza,tions for the a~nistrati'on of oh.a:rity. 

(1) o.f. Th. Reinach, in J .E. art , 11Diaspora'.', sec. II. 

• 
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For ini!(?nna:b'ip;r ,IJ:pon t-he orgS:tiizaM:,on af th,e Je~sl:l, m'tµl:ioi~aH.
1
-bf tor 'the . 

d.ir,eot,ioh of.' o,ivic a.ft.air,s: We' ~re. :dep'eni¼~nt. lar~ely upon . n:on..:Re:b.,~ni:c s.ot1-rees~ 
,, ' .. , 

J'o.se·p.'hus . Philo. the book r,,_f·. 1·udi•.·t .. -h . ... , ...... d ,i··ns;._r· .,,,,,_t•· __ ;..-.·ns.. · .. .. · 
• • .,, "' ... , .. V .Lr- '1.,- Int.P t-he aett::iings tw-rnif?hed 

by theiS~ :wot,k,s it i.s po·s•sible to pla:ee, wh~t. ma.ter-i~l ' <ipes exi.s.1; 'in th~ early 

H~.b:rew ~ou.r\ce;;; ., ,e;nd i:1;; is £.re.quently possihle ·to unaa•rs~nd the Rabp~.:i..e tef'eren¢-e:1J 

heiter a-g~il)..st t~is b'a.,9k.g:;round,.! 

,T>here i~ .a.pe9i.fi,c •d'a.t.a u.pon· a numbAr ar the .Jey;ish:. e):),mmun:ities lmo'W?'l .. at the 

op~ntrig of the Chtlis·ti:an era by which their ·mtu:).ioi~l or.gani~ati~.n. ~y b~- d~s,cribe·d. 

In J:osephus, for example, we .discov.er Tfber.:i-as as it Wl\:S \'dren b'e li ved--a 

1' 
,oit_y. gdv.~tned l>.;y an l,,,('X<JJ-' e;nd If ,coun:ci,l or srfx h\l.nifned elder.a o·f whc,m ten· 

. ... II . I . .... 1· . . 11 "'h.. . h ...... J '"••' "" "'i"' ' . . d w~.,E!, ·pr1nQ1.pa .men • ~ .e. e,::ro .. on,, ,.,~,.n . 1;1:s·~p_,,..,.~ 0e.m~ ~6 ~· ..:e.r ,:i.,as,,. ~s one -name 

Jesus, :s.on 0f $,~pphi:a:s·.. Of his. ~~t.itjty Jose,phu~ tel.is 'bh:at h~ set· tlie ._p~ol}le' 

age:i.t1s:t;, him (~ose-p}:lusY ·a:44:ressi?Jg the1t1 assembled, ~ tl:le lµ.p.pal!rE>lll~ ~d. urgecl t}:1:eDJ. 

to br;.ng him. to .j'u:sti.ee ( 11Vit-a:·11 27) ; that he wrot.e:- ~ l:et.te.r -to ' Jonatha,p ,and .. his 

eo],lea~es promis1ng tl}em !b):is:t tne mflltit.i;,.de. wotil:d re6e.f~e. them •i.f -ehey eaine 

and QOl'l'se~ t ,o be go:vernad by; them ( "V"'i ta" 53) ;, that be.fci're a po-p:ular ·,tJ.·s~efnbly 

held in the Proseuch.a,, he o:penl:y e.dvi•s .. ~ r.evolt ag'ii;hist ~¢$ephus ('~V}t-a·0 .s~); that · 

he ·i:n.st'ituted. .•an 1nquirt• befor,e tb,e popµ;l.ace in. the, ~os·e~e.ria.,, into the •dispo~ition 

0£ certai'.h fund,~' by Jbseph'\.ls· ( 11:V:;i.ta:11 5,7);, a,nil .. that h~· called ~ se.s-si"On of the 

S~n~t'tf to discu.$s, the 11_1{'.tt'er :£urt'l!,er (·"Vita" !Ht).. These faet.s ilif'crm us: that t'ije: 

er-oh.on., J'.f{su..it,,. v,:as the lea:qer <if tbe 0:s'sembly· with _p.i>:wer to i,'nvo~e ·it, ~d 

pal_it,ieal lesJ.der Qf the o:1::by.--almost it:s ind§·~erid~n'# go.v:er:nor • 

·'r.he S"3.n~t,e ( j8'"o u A -f ) oonsist,ed of six h~g.red' e·lders whem Jos.e-pliius 

ordered imprisoned in ·Tar,io.ltea. upon a ti.me' a.~ a mS.:Htary str.,~;bagem· e:i,. J • • !l 

2·,2·'1.j,9,; "Vita'' 34),. To tb::i.:s Se:~ate Jo•sephu& wrot.e ·to tij.~ouss a 1rt.ate ~t.:fair 

.( 1•v1.ta ,, lia); this Sena:te ~s.s~:rnb.led: with the pet>ple to· he Ci.I' Jo.nQ.'than 's ·aoQus~tlona 

· 55·) .• •.· i.t """'B b1· dd.e .. n to lm. inter-city cou,i.o:i:l t .o oons,ider ~gai1,1st Josepl:ius { 11\'iita:11 ,,. .. .,. 



4 
military- measuresS e.nd re£1.1Sed to join the council (1'Vitau 61) -and certain ot 

its members wrote ,to the king on a time bidding him interr~~e in the af.fairs 
I 

of the city ( "Vita.11 68). 

The special oommi.ttee of elders, called the rfel'(a; trfiimH were ten in 

numb'er and it se.cems that the six 'hundred delegated to, them the power to aot except 

in criseB. Josephus was more de.s,u;ou.s of getting them into confinement then the 

rest of t ,he senate whe,n 'l'ie wanted t0 remove the senate from governing ,t,he city 

(
11
B.J ,

11 
2,21,9; "Vita" 34); to t~em, and an_other man Capellus, Joseph~ committed 

fpr saf~-~eeping oer~aifr a-rticles belonging, to the r.:oyal hous·ehold ("Vita" 13).; 

~d they (the -cfet<a_ TrfW,GL ) were respected by the people ('1Vita" 57). 

In the city ot Al.exandria· the t .er.minology. was somewhat different, but 

the pattern similar . The emperor Aqgustus instituted a @P'Ousia, in his day., to 

replac,e the Ethnatch vtho appears previously to have had supreme powel"~-"ad.minif?­

tering the af'fairs of the nation, Judging their cas·es, supervising t~ e.xecution 

of contracts and· rules, exaotly as the a.rchon of an .in~ependent state" (quoted , 

from Strab;i in Jos. 1'Ant-.• " 14, 7 ,2). The gerousia assumed these !\met.ions: 

,Philo ( "In Flaocum11
, 10) speaks of "our council of elders wnich our -savior and 

bene:f'a.c't.or I Augustus., e le~e'ted tC!I ~age th,~ affairs .of out .ti.action. 
11 

Alexan.dr1a 

may have differed from Tfberias in that the-re seems t-o have been no ~ man in 

.Alexa.-ndri a at th_e heaJi o-i affail'.s· ..... at lea.st tber,e i~ no me~tion of. su'C,b a o.ne a,l'.ttr 

Augustus. The gerousia was the government~ The members of the gerowfia seem to 

have been -oe.11:ed "a.rohons 11 , (l) a~ the phras=e: ro~.$ ,ir,xo. ✓Ta.5 r7✓ refOVd"("a.,,, 

of Philo ( loc. cit . } indicates . But the opinion is also held that the arohons were 

an execgtive committee of the gerousia. (2) Whf;l.tev1;1r their title it is olear 

h t II ( __.(' <,,.rreJ o ✓V'e "- T'H S at leai.t that the.re were 11principal me·n of t .· e sena e " "' 1 

II'. ) bl t th re;,,,, TTPwro l of TiberiasC3) ,efov(Y./4.5, they were called oompa.ra 8 0 8 e1 i ,.a. 1 

(1) So Buohler, J.E. art.. 11Archon
11 

(2) So Soh~rer, 11Gesch. 11 3 III, p .41 
( 3) So Sch&er, "Gemeindeverf., '' P• 22 
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for upon a oer~ain occasion we hear of them. exhorting the Jewish populace to 

d~l_iver the Sicarii to the Romans -a:s a mirasu.r.e. of public safety (Jos. "B.J.:11 7) 10,1) .• 

How many composed this cef.mmi ttee of the gerQnsia. and how many were the members of 

the ger.ousia i t~elf is n~rt- known·. .It may be that t~ .l"I 1 )(.~ "f .ft T' .f1 n ~ 1 

o 'J j'T .n11x1 o·;J2VJ ,~n ~i'lr ~U;I in the treat Alexandrian synagogue se.e.ted the 

gerousia and consequently that the numbe~ of it a members ws,s seventy- one · (of. Tosef. 

Suk. P•· 198, 1.22) . In tlie pe:rallel passag_~ in Suk. 61 b , the seventy- one a.re 

called the Flaecus ca.used thirty- eight members of the gerousia 

to be scourged in the the.a,ter .in Alexandria (Phil,o., loo. cit.) 

The Jewish comm.unities of Rome had also their councils. The titl es were 

not the same as in other cities but t ,he or,ganizati&n was similar. The governin:g, 

bod-y of a Roman congregation was a gerousi~ with a g~rousiarch at the he.ad of 

it and archons as a spec1al committee. There was' a gerousia fQJ:" each -synag0gµe, 

as the inscriptions provei For there is mention of' a 11 gerousiarch of tbe Augus­

tinian synagogue; ( 1 ) and 0£ a.rohtms from ·the synagogue of the ka. l':'---rr ~o-l oc 

·and from the SY!lagogue of the ']:.,'{Jovf {4"(o<.(~) The ger ousiarch was the head 

of the gerousia. Inscription~ from grave stones te~tify to the title.(3 ) We 
do not know anything abOt!,t the eh:ar•ac.ger, o:f the office other thfµl is "implied by 

the name . 

'Sch~e:r denie-s that the commonly recurring t •it:l.e Jf,f /UJtl can denote a 

member o£ the gerousia s::ince this is contrary to all usage and the arehons are 

regul,arly. a eominittee of a boule or .. gerousJ.a:, ,and he wqnder s ther.efor-e at t}:le 

absence of the titles '(e'fo✓rej and -rrpefT~cJTepoc from al.1 inscriptions. He 

posits it that o.ne of the-.se titles· must h'1ve been :applied to the members of the 

gerousia but that strictly spea,.king, they were not officers that their t~tlea 

(1) 

(2) 

I 

£it,ed by Soh.{h-er , "Gemeindeverf." p. 18: c.I.G. 9902.: kvvrto. ✓Js '(eeorJ<Y< ttf J ~S 
iY:U.•V-a. r4) yq s f4,t1.yoirT~ cr/wvr,_I ; ,a.·✓Js le f e J s lp,xtJJ sf Ka.'{f'] rre { wil. .. 
Ibid. p. 20: C. I.G; 9 ·06: r 

0 i ✓ £,flou('-.,rt''<J✓• . 
C. J.G. 6447: ,,Ye1k'b,J"(~ o.S O f.,rw 

(3) Ibi d. P• 18. 



6. 

s_houl(i be 11'18.rtt.i.qned. on the stQnes. ( 1) Th~ ar elion:e w.ere the ~a:ging· committee-

,. 
7""'.lf s ye f 4 v9"(di. j ,c:,f .Alexa'.nd:r-ia and.· the 't:ii.:rte ~;rt,ijlions pt· Ber.a.nice; ( see 

below P• 7 ) '--p. eomm:i:t-t~~- -pat.t.~tiletl. ,ti.-Ji>pa:r;,ently a~e:r. th'e A:~erur,an,, -c~n:rtitution. (iJ 

Are-hons, a_ppe~ fre.qµ·e!').tly .8J!Ja:n,-g the. inae-rlP,t•iona •and :fr'O~ t:h~:1,r Wt-J\-tibn 

cert"a..1i:l tacts ooneenning th.~ o'fific~ :ft(a:yr bf ga;;1;.h~r.ed.J From two wfi'tch re·ad' 

(c .• _.l.,G •. 99[10):, L~.#.;4'i£ rtJ 4;6, -4/,;f·;;pil _a:'r_-1~ {Garr., Gim. _pa._. 47): fi.lAf"" J J·1 

£-f! u> ✓ (,i), it. IJ\!\,y lJe 6or-r.clud.ed tfia,t tne a,r~ltan:s :w~re e,ppointed f9r,· a sp-e¢ified 

tii:ne. But ot1te:r- ins~rfp,t•i"emi. il'.id.iee.te.. that ~ he:ld the. -~ffice :tor life, ·nam~ly•,: 

(1) 

(iJ 

(3} 

(4:) 

(5) . 

·• 

Ibid .p .. 18. _r, 

To:L9-- P• 19 f. 

Ibid -P• ·tt. 

C·.I.O. ·990:5,, '9.-HO't; 'Ga:rJi.• D,i&s. IT, 1-&4. Na. 2•9; MQ1$$Eil~ 1.R.N, • . 255.$.~ 
7190'·;· cie'te·d -~ ,S.~h1:1re·r':, op·. •c.it .• ·P• ~3 .• 

. t~ 10 ll .. P, l __ 6_ 3, No. J.,$; flrelli 9'22Z} Garr .. I.f3i&~. II P.11 161,, :"o •. ,, , : j · . • 

oitea or, schure:r, ap:, , 0-2 t~ p, 24. 



At th1',; · ·t· . . ., ~01.n · we <exter;4 

•.ou-r JqiQiv,l~.d~e ,()f#p:ecif-io ,oonununities :hy ~ supposition, . ..f'o.-r we fi.r-e permftted to 

as~a. ~hat wh._et-'1' the,~e tJtle . .s a-re fomid. tri ot}jer eitles,, the or.gani~a_'!d,pn Qt the&e's 

et)ier eitie~ was a.fter tJ:'.t~· ~ame. pattern, as Tiber-ia.s, Alj!xa.n'dria and lJome. Working 

f~om. tha:t -a-ss--i..unptS.oY). w~ e,~cri.b.e, tnia t~e to Sere1tiAe ;_p A.Irina wner.e the~e ~x;_e•. 
(1) 

nine 

tQ· For.to and. Oa.pua l'r~m wh,;iqp. pl,~oes e().mf.) g~,aj'e i-ns.o,ri,pt,ions· O.f' .)!len 'WhQ w~.re 

arc.hons, (.
3) to- Mil:ra:no,, a ~ity neat 1-l'a,'P.le·s whe-re 11Ti ( Claud'ius Philit>.pus"' was 

'd'ia vi'u et- ·~e:rus·faro'he,s' 1 {
4 ) and to 0-st·i.!l, a l)ity· .x:iea.T ~tire ·where an-. ~nscrip,ti<;t:r 

inf.o.rm-s· us of' the ex"ist.ence ··of a 3·ewi--sh ger,ua-iarch. (5,) 

Tt).fl .fii:'1ft book o,f laa.ocCab:ees:, e(f)ptains mat~r-i_il \?.Pd~ the .o,rg~sz:~-t;;iton 

Qf the g;<;mimunitf of .Ie•>:>"Uf!Q.lem,, out les·s as a mumio!i:-pa~ii;;f than as .a: ca-pita.l c-tty. 

Re:f.~ren~~ -i•s wide to ;~}j~ natiQp.$.•l as•sembly or gerou-s'ia (12!.6)(6'} f to 1t(ft~'a'111r:ift11 

who appear to· h~v:e ,be,eh ••member·s ef th'e i -et¢.µs:ia -(le•:~!3., 1i.t 39;• •ana 14-.:20}• (7) 

~ -d to the 

14-:19. is very H :k~ the lo~a.i pnp"Q.lar as•s.embiy. de~eribed by J.o:sephus -in ·Tiberi:~s1, 

·and by the autho:u" gf Jhd-ith in B~thul:ia. {see be-ldw,, P• f .) ~ 

(1) 

:(3). 

{4). 

(6) 

('6) 

(7) 

( 8.) 

II 
in . u - ~.. - . • 1 J 'C'! A t .. e.I.o-,. 5·361, cited by &cnurer, 11Geme:in~everf . ;p1~ .21; ~f'-l?µoh.1-er .lll •il'J• :r :• 

nArehon11 , who as.c:rfbes this instiit-u:U,on to t:b;e e,nd '<i>.£ the firift cex:1t-ur1. 

''B..J.11 7;.5 ,,:S': '"a ce.rla.i.h -p;er$$n :m.Q~e. ~am~ -was An:t-;,pohus, being, ,one of the 
Jewish_ n,at icin, and. :greatly· 1•r'f S,E1~ct·€J4. on. ~cco~t o:f':i'a,~h~r i who :was ge:v.ernor 

€ l,,f x ~ ✓ } df :tne, Jaw·s f'ff •Antiqcl?.·· 

"':it d • s· 'h. II; p·- eel.~ ,., -01 No • . 5,9 an:d.' 4:e· "'· e .. 1.n • e-. ~er• e... ·• · :t .., • , t' • f,, '# · • • . • 
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.J:n ether wo?.!4s, w~ .are mr.esent·e .. "' ..:.Y 1· ""a"c. · · · 
.t' . ~ u ....... ,, wi~n th8' _p.r,ob~bd..lity that 

Je:tu-sal,e.ni; wa.$ or.gati':i.:zen _a-s a IT!U1lie:tpali:t.y p.nd tha:t· the. temple with its offi·eer-s 

a.net t:11~: n~ti~~al ger.ousia oi- · Sa:N-tedrin., which were ioe8,;te~- ti.'~ Je.rusal~m ~d ·wt!re· 

of' m:r.e- tl)an lp9J1.l, tl~~p:1:fic~ea,, .ha~ t .he· seine rel:atfon :t _o the -~~ty .of Jer.usalem 

,. ths;t- th~-Y l;l.a:d ,J:;o o~he,r •.Ci t'ie:s,. We .. a:_re aoq~a'in~e,d.' 'With ~-he r~ct t:b~'t ~}i:er-e wer·e 

,several courts i .n Je.rusa.l:em b~. 'lilhe ·pa.Bi_ s-a"'e i.n .. ' .. • :isli .• S"'nh . Y·r· " . Cl) If.. ... t,i:.• .... 
'f: i:, M · .,..._ • . "" 1 t:,, ,u.ne 9'•.1;, , u8•S81 

rne:-y hav:e be~n the muni~l!'pal c6tl'rt l!}i' Ja.r.usalenx ~21 ~g. w~ l.Qi0.\'f' that other 

·s-ynago,,gues wer~ ioo~ted in Jar~s:al-eln' than the syna~o.gue· of: ~he T~mple:..•.bach­

,s)'irlago.gue. doubtless hav.in@. its own ,of'fi~~r.s.{;½} 

The ·s~edrin W:a'S oert,a:inly ·n:ot. th,~ :go-v-errii.ng b.6.dy -o:f t :l\e :efty of 

~•ei<-u.s-alem; -ro·r after the d"str~ctriop. n£ .Jetuse..l.em. it wa.s. ~ra-ntf'e,rr ·ed: to, ,a mlmoei" 

ar-l;>'.;i.trat.e quetrt:i6hJi ot ip~re t~ 1Im~a.l ~port•; and' the~e otper ·col¢iru..tiitie~ we·r~ 

doubth,ss ar.g~n-;i.,z.ed: for the s:dmj}nutrat.iD-n ors the:i-r .own-.~£:a1irs· b~.t'ore tll.e ar.rival 

oP the, S'a.nhed:rin'.. 

The ·are.hons· of ,Je,.-u~e:l:eJD, ,u-e m~mti0.p.~d in the N,.ew j!eS.tainent. tif .,John :who 

saya .(3:i) :. 1,1'Tb.~?i'.e' wa.s a ?M,n (if the. .Fharis_e~'!!J n8llled,~NJ;,eode:mus, ~ - ~-r.:ej\0~•1.of i;he 

Jew,s ;,·11 ~~ ( J;i2 :42,} '"Many (')f t;he ·archon:s bi:il·ieve4 in Je~-us b ut- th~y d~j ~ot conf~ss 

. " . 
h:fm beoauJre ot' the ~hap,.f.s-ee·s , . lest the,i - b-~ ·eut -0ut. qf the SY1Qa.g,og}18• By Luke 

al.se t 'hEzy' are ni~nt.ipned. (.a3•:J;5) .!Ul(l -in t~e ·acts ef the: apom;'les (1.3··dZ7J •. 

R. Jose:: saj:d that ,t-h.e Bau:lene.s- (!ff' J.er.u~a-1-~m W:i:>'1-ld, -w.tcb f.or pe1ts9,n.'.S 

,et:llllimg to that city and then tr.y to pAr-sUa!ie::them te b~oome •~re_hont.es· or 

B.@:1.U~nt-es--Ol'):r~s rJ,'.\. .o,(o· J., ~.,-1,. (J(:lt• jaan,. 69 ,~. ~~')- B~eoh:J,er ·sugg~st-s, 

t i...~t th · · t · . b . · , . · ""e·d ,,..,. th"' ......... t. tna't .t •he ourden of Roma-ri. taxes. :fell with n~ . :u1 . .is.· a e exp.ll:~l:=. ..,_.,, .. ., .i:,_,.,.., ... · · · · 

P.,. t ·· .... 1 · · · · ··t ·. . · t1.. .... .,.,,,,nieipal ,o!'..ficer.s--as R. ·Johanan: '( Jen. ~. 76. :5) . ... r ·.Icu ~r· s.ever'1 y · upon :,u."' .......... _ . : - · · · · -

'(l) Ufli ,~" a~.l'"l '.h'1 '\. 
(.2) 'Se;e b~l.ow Pt.· ]& t.r 
($) Se:(:! b:eio:w p,, 2'1• 
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remarks o.f the Romn.n "'Overnme.nt that. it · oa . envies •a man ijis ,property and says! 
"This ine.n is rich, let U;s m,ake him areho.n; this man is r:tch. let us make him 
Bouleutes11 • (l) 

To this l i st of l.tnown communities another is to be added which· is a, 
fiction but ther~fore presumably a city typical for Judea for the time of 
the writing of the book it is found in, namely Bethulia, the scene of the story 
of Juditj;l. An author casts his story consciously or unconsciously inte the 
mould 0£ his- surroundings, and he who wrote Judith described some city of Judea 
as it was in the s-eo:ond pre- Christian century (~)--not however Jerusalem. ( 3) 

BethuHa '\VR'S under the diJ"eC"tion Qf three governors known as ~f yo-vny, (4} 
They hav.e the aut~ority to 1oall a general popular a:ss·emb,ly to co.nsider an im­
port~nt civic matter (6 :1s) but they need the advice of' the popul~ce· to act 

upon tliia guestl.o.n of the surrend~r .o:f t-he city ( 7: 23). They are consulted by 

Judi.th, an individual ab<?ut to undertake ~- veriture for the sake of the coromunity 
,and th$y have the authority to- s$.nctiol'.l her act (8;1Q,S6). The;y send her on her 
~-ay (10:6) and meet her when she retur ns {13:12) . Thef are cJvil executives , 
co~oerned, in this sourc.e • solely with the seoular a.£faira of the JllWlioipality. 

One of the thre.e was the presid ini officer- -the ohie_f of the goveniors. 

He is mentioned together with the others in a number of eases (7:23 , s:35, 10:6) 
but he is also seen giving advice and acting independe.nt of the others C'o :15, 
7:30,31; 8:28). Thi's man i& a man of we-alth apparently and_ his house a popular 

me~t;ing place (.6:21 , 7 : 23, 14:6). 

In oert·a:i-n pass.ages wl'iere the context ole~rly s.hows that the governors 
are meant, the lreek tem employe_d is rree.tr{JJrefoct (in S: lO; ]'.;():S and l~:l2?): 



10. 
Evidently the e..rchons were a committee of the· elders of' the city. There are 
other.s who ar_~ called 'rr.Aetr_: .d,fref-~., , b ' d th r ,.., .,, es1- ·e,s · · e g-o,terno.rs, ·and t ·hese elder~ 

meet with the rest of the people ~n~ the gover~ors in a~sexnbly (s:is, 2i: 7 : 23). 

Judging frQm the fact that ( as in 6: H; f l)I the elders of the c~i·t d th y an e women .and 
the yo14-g-h_s a:ppa;rently make up '' al'i the people" the body of elders 18 not incon-

ceivably the entire male population above middle age._ 

The p-opi,µa.r n1ee·ti;hg to ad-vise the gover:p.ors is called e.Kl<~~r-l¢ 
(6:16 , 7:29, 13:12~ 14:6). 

The· city ,.Jerusalem has car.ta.in c1ailns upon the local community. The 
; 

national. assembly, here caned reeovtr<fA. as in I Mace_.., order~ Bethulia to be 

forti.f'ied when an. ememy is app~oach:ing, (4.!•8J (3,.tld co.1l,II!)e.nds the· action or- the 

city in its sel:f-defence ( 15: 8). Jerusale.m. receives tµes frt.1m the local commu­

nity , tit'he.s for the 'l'emple (11:14)'. 

This , then, was the organization of the city the author of Judith had 

in mind; a. oity governed by the P,eople but es_eeoially by the ~lders of.the peoP,le, 

and of t-.:-he elders psrtictilarly e. group of three, one ct whom h.ad independent :Power 

at tim,es. This is sitni1E1,r, i ndeed,.,, to the organization of Ti,berias as Josephus 

describas it a century or m0re later, and similar to 'Ml~t we surmise was the 

organization of Jerusalem. 

That other cities or Judea :were so erganized is ind,fotted by Hebrew 

sources. 

The word lf-exw✓ ( , , .., ,~. l'.),,I(, ,C.Jl:::>.,)C') ''with its: de:Hvatives occurs 

in rabbinic liter!3-t.ure: In B.B. 164 b it is ·suggest·~d that notes be dated "In 

the yeru; of Archon ,N''--
1

,.J.,il 'J I~!>' .h.J 11.1:l --and th.e'A a..s R· ~anya b ,Gamaliel --,.of 

fr . "But th look to See when tha1; e.rohon Y1as in o ice. e second century says , we can . 

'What if he stays :i.t1 o:f:f,i~e .more than a ,year?" the gem.a.re. asks . 
And Ho;Shaya of the 

fourth ~entury says: 11
It is 

.first y.ear 'Archon' ani.l his second yee.r 1 
/ 1 ,1' 

11 1 
(Gr. l<)(W_5 

the custom of this people to call the arohon his 

--t,noe. )~ ) 



u. 
R •. • Hrm~ya adds that th)-s tit.le / '·~ ,, I:, -..x ·is lik:ewise appliea/t0, an archon 
re·e1ected after some yea.rs spent out 0 ~ "ffi"'e. B ·a · .L ,.. ., • e-si es .:1.ndipa:ting tcbe existence 
of· aroh.qns in another Judean community this passage ~upporls the ooi:iolusion of 

ti 

S'churer that archons were elected ' for a speoified period and suggests that the 
p,et:i:od "'-- - ... · ____ ____._....;.. _____ was ~ ;1ehr ( see above p. 6' ) . The archon 

( J<' 1 :> ,1' ) of Sepphoris at the time of R. Johanan (3rd ce):lttp:-y) i-.s mentfoned 
3~ in Jer. Ber. 9a • In Jer Pesh 2la31 it iis declared in the name of R. ]jiy&.h bar 

Ba tnat Go.d 'sets U:p ·a.rohon:~ - '1 /'JI :n,i:· O' "j>lJ. JC.J. ,:., 'i'l"n r,. 
There are, mor-eover . ., ;a numbe..r of Hebrew terXIl.fl i:n tl}e literature which 

are titles apparently o.f civic of..fi'cers. 

The words '1',1/il •~111· ,),,".:i.. 0 app-ear ,in .Meg. 26a-b and the words ' t 

'J ~ -" i n . J .er. Meg., 74a18 . In t}:le fol'mer pas.sage it is said that t:he 

"seven le·ading eiti.zens 11 after conferring .with the p,opulai:te IIUlY sell. a synagogue, 

and an inste.n~e is cited where the site ot e. r1,lined ·synagogue was sold with su09 

an author ization to be p1ante,d vrith grain!1 ) The rule is giv8t:l in the name of "::i., ( 

\\ilo lived in Babylon in th~ fQurth century ,an<ii, the story is told of .Ba.by!oniah 

knoraim of the next century wtioh makes the datum of dubious value for determining 

the conditions i n Judea. in the early Christian, centuries. Howe:Yer the similar 

., ',U ,, •J~» i'\~:i.(l) appears in the Palestinian Talmud (loo. citJ in.the 

S ._. "S·even 0 ~ the ci· t -~·-,,,en:s" , it· 1.··s there sta.ted, "have. the a)lthoritv ·sni,e oenneot.ia:-on. .c . ,,. " 

to act £or the city: 11 

The 'teven prominent eiti2ens II forming a municipal council are not there-

f'o.re a: Babylonian institution only. And they appear 'in earlier times as well. 

In the passa,g;e in the Tosef'ta, :which .is :parallel t .o Meg,, 2.Sa, .a. ,JeLl;u.da, an 



ea\'1.iel" Palestinian authority i;pe.a.l<;s of the ., ',,Y ii ,..,ft'l iie 'OJ -,::9 ··with similar 
'(l) ' 

intimt. (it is of interest to observe, in passing, that in the early· Christian 

~hU:ro.ll, .as · we, see in Acts 6: 1,.3 • s~ven, men ,wer~ "'iven exe.cuti v:e- .P""""r t · • ~ ynv upi:>n f>. ~e~ 

· which aot probably h.ad a Jewish patt.ern). 

Besid,e the ta.et thq.t t ,he Tosef'ta ,passage ,permits us to o.ar.ry the inst·i-• 

tutio-n of the munici_pa.l council as found in t he fif'th ce.ntury back into 'P~nnaitio. 

;bimes we ~ ,e introduced tij.r ·ough it, to th~ term 6 .r>:> as designating a immicipa'.} 

authority. We find the term. so· used in other connections. 

But ·tne references ;permit the que•stion whether oJ -,!) ~.'B .a mere term ot hon­

or or the ti:tle of' an officer with ·~ a:a:hhority. The evidence favors the latter 

conclud.on. It is recorde.d that after the death of Simon b. Gamaliel (Cir. 70 C.E.) 

a cup of wine was ad.d,.ed in the hous.e or mourning for the ,w11 •oJ,!:> and. one for 

the ~ ~ n ·Jr n (Jfet, Sb). In the Palestinian ·parallel (Jer . Ber. ss:ID ) the 

..;, oJ .:,,1 111 x, and J.10r:,71 /''"' • · :w_nagoga1 officers, are m~ntion~d inz,-tea,11,, 

The 1'.l" n • OJ ,!:l were seemingly officers • too . R. Elazar, e. Palestinian Amore. 

of the third 0entur,y .said :that every aJ1-!!:> who direa.ts the: oemmunity ( -, , ..2 ~ ,-, ) 

gently will des~rve to be its leader in ~he world to come (Sanh~ 92a). Here 

also the, OJ 1!? is one with auth9r.ity. 

The local eommunity is clearly implied in the qµestion of R. Johanan 

(a third oe~tury :Pa:1estinif¥1) ••Who is the sobol&r whom-·.they 'WOuld appoint. leader 

of the eommmi ty ( -, , ~ if;,. ~ ,JI o J -, !> ) ?11 (Shab. 114a) • and i;i the similar 

pass~age in Taan. !Ob where .a is said to be 11 ~dne ,vho is fit to be a,ppointed 

head of tf:ie 9ommunity ( , ,-:,,.rs;, .S-.,V OJ'lS f.flf.J_ ):)•$ •, JC.,>JJ .S::> ) " . 
·11 R. Bai: Bar Zabda ( a Pales·tinian of the 3--rd cent·.) se.id: we never have 
II 

less than three Pa:rhasim1' an.d R., Jol)ane.n, his c0ntempora.ry, said -we do not mak~ 

. 11 (J. Pea. 21a 20 and 23). two brothers Parna&im together er. 

(1) ,~.!eii; . F• ?.24 . 1. ·10~ -
i>;;,1r.. ·oJ,!) Onn,JI (1/./'1.il 

,~:rJ.>~ IJ:IIJIU!i O'rrJJ., ..,.,..,, 

: ; 'J ., , I \!,I 
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Th~ 'bitl~ O :J "!> · is fr~qv.ently ap-P,lied to 1:ine Tib;.t, ts more than a l'oea.l 

Jll8.•~istr,ate. · .Many whq £:\t"e ~~nti.6..ne.d . bf n~ in ;ra:~\),i.nio l_iite:ra#);Utefl,, and t here 

c,a:11ed J)$:Mla~:im. ar
1
e• nat'i'onal f~g:u.r,~:s; ¥0:$~;~, Aaren·,. Mi,r;i;8Jl/.~ ·Josliu~, · Da:vid, •tfl~ 

Ki-ng_, R. ~!im~li.el l:L who wa.s hea.,d o;f the ·$SJ.$e:dtfn at J,abnen, A1dba, 

tl:i:e ·Pa:tt-i~Jtt.h a:r-~ in ort¢ pl.ace or ano¥her so :derfign#tet1-i:1:)) 1,hat tne 

and, ,.n.1d'ah · l I 

same W.Ol'd 

,e~ . .app'ly- to co?llIJl,l,ll'iity :otfi:o,~rs is a sii&,ge.stion tha~ "the off'iQ~ s:o ~;fignat.ed i .s 

qf, ill}-port~oe, probe.qty th~ ·c.hS;ef. f .l.m.ct!.i.§>n rir the iillU.ri·~c1pality, S'\U!'al1 nt> le,ss 

tnim tj;iat of a ·m~mheJt of t .he ci ty: , g'©~tj 1. 
,. 

Th~ term: ~•1¥ :,:io a_s µ.sed il¼ . .Me:g. ,zira., $~:rem~ al.s.o to apply 't .o a community 
· ' 

1'3 "l~:n do~~ r,H)t ever.yw~~t-e,• hav~ this ~~- 1,ne~rfing,. iii 

-applle:d s.t t .ime.S to the .cohgcre·gati~:h and at~o ~t thne,s. \o the- meeting ple:~e of 
+ • ~ + • 

the congre,g,ationC?) b.ut. in M~g. Z7a iio can. cml.y ·l!leah a chief' of'£'.ic.ial. Here. to 

limit t.ne pro-v::iB'iQn that stt:an,g~r-a i n ~ c.ity, who a.r.,e as,sessed· ther,e for cJiat0it7 

,may reoeive t<l\eir money ·ba,c_ll; when they,• 'f'E!.t'~rh to, t~!i!ir own. c.oi$'ilhitie.s,. R • . Huna 

,say$ thi~ ap.p:lies o.r.ily when t .ller-~ i.s n:9 -,·•·ell 117'J· l:l~t when th~:re i~ a ,~ 11n :i,t 
, II ,. ~.., 

is· giv«:1,111 to hi.Jn.. 1'J:to.w .little.~ the moz:"e'' , . .ne .a.dd.s, wheri yol:lf po2r tu.Sa de.~eTid ·~pon 
(1) ~ 

me·.,,, · .By m~·st ail coiwnenta:t0.r& ,•,11. i:u,, ,i:n this plae'.'e i,s taken t:'o mean '1.!</J:J.fi 

,.. ... n a.s "'y 'R'c\s'"'\''i . (l} ':,Ia} ~ 'J''>~· .i, 'f d #. J1 ~ ti ,.,.., u ., .,. ,.1, 

(1) 

(4) 

l 
! 
I : 
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14. • 

The G?!e:e 1- • e"": , 
. A '< .. ... ,. •• Tr.('e'lr_ll,i7e'll&t 1.s 'icientil)-al, with.' ""he· He".r _.,;.,.,, 

r "· •~ .,... O'J.]'T, which 
· ··s probably.· an,plied ~s- th ... •· ._. c ·• " -, - . 
wa.. - . -·r · - • 8 uer.m: rr,p. e6'/S,oY:e('tJ< 'Y.1'8.S•~ to leader.a .of t-he, loee:l eom-

munilty---a-t least i_r-i, oertain1 uses ef t"-e war~ (ij ·'."> ..... t,._... . t i . . b 
... .,, : <+• :01.u, aa queg:. on J.:s a-aka: le 

:,1he.ther-'the Q,''.J,jl r :w:ere of.!f-io·er ;;,, .of• the s.~ago_gal o..r. of the nnm1oipal 0<1imn.un~t.y 

and, the refe~en:ces- -which apply 'b.eing. ~o f'ew• the q-qe,.s·t :i _o:n h . diff!b;::rµ.t :to an~w.er. 

The a• J ?Ta.re mentioned in ''I:oS:ef, ¥1:fg. P• ~27, 1.~_1, :!'{,he,~ it is ,s.a:i:d they ha:d 

special -s~e:ts in the synagogue fa:c:ing tb:e, ·~ople• with their baekt:t to the. fU"k. 

!11usiop is· .!,i.Q,1,1bt,1'e-ss· made to the:i,_r ~peci-Q.i ,~~-a:.ts ii:i tihe paasa~ in Jer. Me·g:. 73d?i 

_iri the ~;:-eft~r..en¢e w, a. /'l• ,, <P'5j1 of the s~gogue, whio'h; .:S~che-r· emends to r>., .., ! .'ft! ?' 

,11:f'tezr ,je.r. 511.a'.9:. s,/- •. and 4:l.~6 in Mat. :2$:6·; Ma:11k i2-:39, Lµke tl:4'3, .et a:l. • 

;hi t;he n-e£.e)"ep.o.e:~· st~ Tff'qjr.~-1¢4..,J.ecfera $ ),r T4.'lS ·<J:(;11/.'0..ra) rats~ 

The seventt-◊rte .gqld~ti se-a.-ts in the. great AlexaJldritni $yn~!!l.Q~~ (cf~ 

Tose,t. Suk. p.. 198 1., 22) w~re lilteY(ise, '!!or ,Ci'.J jH arid ·0ecaus.e .or· the ·s£g_nii'ieant 

nl,lttiber we .s11:pPQ.~.e t;}).e:t ~•be Ale:xi.~<U·1J~n o • J -pt· were the _g~ve:h;i.;L.ng bedy of the 

Jewish o,i:rl.o c:o]lllnU~i'tiy '( of. •a~o:ve, P.• 5 ) • If this s-up,position i,s· ,oor.rect, th.e 

Q • J .i1 r wlte sat ta;~.ing the p~-gple in Jud~an syn~iogµe:11 we:re pos:s-ibly m~icipal 

caunoitlor·s al$o •. 

'!'his about exhausts t'h~ infor.mation oo.t-a!nab1e upon ~'fie •ef..ficials ot· 

'bhe. Jewi-a}l munlcipalit,y, concerned :with the .dir.ection of civ'itl affl~ii-s. The 

'kn.own v:ari~ti.ons· ii:t the several cit'.i!e& of ih.e diaspor,e. hav-e .. J:>Elen. se.pa;t-ately r.eeor,d:.. 

~.a. ari.d tlie va.r!ous terms and titles .enurn.erat~.d., (lek:nO'?ifl~.dging a..11 th·e dilffere~oes 

0 n·.··.d ..1-ct.iw. ·• uh·· · ' 'bil . .t·tv of· ....... y·· ·mo·.,.e ..,.arie..tian.s 'tnan are ·on record •we .,, a\.LI.IUJ v.., i ng '-1,, e po s-s.i .i:, ~ •. , · .. ..,... ..... ,,. • . . 

a: ye.t have dat~ poi~ti~g: to a mo'r-e or le•s.s · uni'.fPl'ill pat-kern. · he ·1oc:al i 6v,ernment 

was·, .a.s a 

a BJIIAll.er 

rule• it1 the he.nds df a iar;ge ,,tr.·oup· 01' elders of no. certain number, 

ellC&Outive committee, 1-i<l{~v(ise :num~riea.11~~ undefined al-though the numbers 

· id 1 h was at th.~ir head a~d was three., seve~ a~d ten appear, ·and ~ i11div. · ua w 0- · · · ·: 

PQBs-e,ss,ed ~t ~im&a of independe~t e·xeoutive power . 



is. 

,II~ THE L9CAL JUDtCTARY. 

Local c~urts of yustioe a.re presupposed by the ~t.... •• • • ·t t "B ·- ..,..,w .li0,9 8lllen • , aware 
of -Men", saia Jesus to his disciples, 11 " 0 .. th ., . ..,11 d 1 I. • · . e,y ""' · e iver you up to the councils , 
( e, J ITv ✓,;<I";.,,"' ) ~d the" will 1 ~ scourg~ you in their synagogues" (Ma~ • • 

10: 17 = Me;rk l.:3 :·9 ; ci'. Luke 2l : 12) • E'.e told the 1sorib&t and Pha;Tisees 11 that Goa 

sends them prophet.s b~ they scour,g~ them in the synagogues and "penecute 

:t;hem .fr•orn · city to .ci ty'1 
(Ma,t. 23: 34,. } And he. said, 11Who says- -1.o his hr.other, 

Raco., shall be in danger of the council 11 ( r~ .ru✓nr~~) (Kat. 5-:22).(l) He 

advised f!..g~inst qua·rreling 11
lest at •anY, tinle t .he ~dve.rs:~:ry de.liver thee to the 

judge a.nd the judge deliver thee to the offi-oer (J Kftr,}.s rfi J.,,.>irb,'7) and thou be 

ca.st into prison" (Mat . s:is). Otherwheres he svoke ~f a judge" ( t<.f 1r>fs ) 
in a certain city to whom a woman app!;!aled for protection against he~ e.nemy 

(L~e 18:2-3) and Paul• speiµcing of his own. aotivitie$ as an appointee of the 

t>I'iests to r ,oot out the Cb.ristian heresy said 
11Me.ny of the saints did I ·shut up 

in pris~n. having received .authority fFom the ohief .priests •••• end I punished 

them oft in ever:;y syne.@iogue ••• •··• • •·••and I persecuted t\'lem even unto strange 

cities" (Acts 26:10- ll). He later .con.fessed 11Lord, they know that I u,prisoned 

.and beat in every synagogue them t hat beHe~ed in t hee" CActs # 22·: 19 h Itt the 

·city 0£ ~hillipi in Macedonia the apostles , Paul and Silas were tried in the market­

plaoe be£or,e Fulers and magistrates ( '-f ~ 0 v:rcJ1 and crrfcr.r-.,·,u,~ ) and they we.r~ 

flo~ged and ca.st into prison and put in stodks ( ~ts 16: 19- 24) This las-t incident 

J • _,_ .. 1•t,y· ha· s bearing only i:n so £ar as the Jewish and occuring i n a non.- ewi wL c.0.mmun 

non- Jewish organfzation for justice may be ~sumed to have been similar . 

(ai) cf Montefiore , "The Synoptic Go.spels11
, P• 5JO. whete this tel"m 

is taken to mean the local court• 

So 
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e.1s0 with the case at Thessalonioa where Jason and other llbrethren" wer e hailed 

l ~ ( J ' ' before the ru ers o~ the oiey e-n.l ,ou5 TfoA1T~".""-~ .) ("A )(1) , " -,ts 17:s-s • 
In the writings of Josephus also . 1 1 • oca courts are frequently mentioned. 

The court· of seven men which Josephus describe.a in 11Aat" 4t 8 l" h . . • , , .. as av1ng been 

ol."dained' qy Moses- oan only .have bel.onge_d to his own time because it is Il01'lbere 

mentioned in the Law of Moses~ 11 
Let there be seven men to judge in every city", 

he s ·ay:s, "Let every judge ha-ve two officers_ allotted hiJD. out of the tribe of Levi ..• 

Let those that judge be permitted to determine aoeordi~ as they think to be 

rig_ht ••••• But lf these judges are una.b1e to give a just sentence a:bout -t;he causes 

that come before them, let them send the cause undetermined to the holy city and 

there let the hi gh priest, the prophet, a.nd tl}e Sanhe1;J.,rin detehnine as it shall 

s.eem go od to them." In 11.A~t. 11 -4' , 8,38 these same seven judges are invoked with 

r~gard to a specific case where $.oods held in trust were lost - a simple oase of 

civi1 law. In ''B.J." 2,14,1 Josephus tells of men collll!litted to· prison by the 

courts of their citiea (u'TT~ ,~s 't14.f. el(t0lrots /3'o11M\l)(2)and in 11B.J • .it 2,20,5 he tells 

how he 'himself 11 chose se-veb judges in every city to hear the bsser quarrels." 

In the Mishnaio r\ile: 11A virgin shall me.ry on Wednesday and a widow on 

n>.ursday, because twice a we·ek the courts ha'V'e sessions in the cities, ~n Monday 

~d Thursday., and if she prove not to be a virgin she can be taken into court
11 

(Ket. I: 1) is' clear r ,efe'reno.e to looe:;L oourt,s• which held sessio113 in theJX 

respectiv.e cities on two da.ys of every week (Mondays and Thursdays--the market 

That there were such ,oourts is eq\ial1y clear .frQlll the provisions laid 

d
,..,,,_ d Sbeb . X:4. ·These pas-sages describe 
VH1~ in Mish. Sota r:3-4, Sanh- XI:4, e.n 

Case of a weman accused of e.d~ltery, t he procedure -respeotiv:ely the p:rooedure in tM 
u b--, 11 """ woman 

in the case 0£ a 
and the wordi ng of the pros i.u. • u1e . 

-(1) edure na:~rated in the new testament 
The riumeroua other cases of cou~ pr ~o urt at Jerusalem. 
e.re to be connect ed wit h the nationa" co " A·-'-h "ather that it 

11 • Schurer, we oa.n i w, .. er O 11 "Ft-om. what i s here stated, sa1s . lioe and j udicial funotions - -was the Boule itself t hat e;x:er c1.sed po 
11
Gesoh." 3 I I~ P• 177. , . 8 K 82a that 81110ngthe insti-

• i the tradition in • • • d . :,, "'"' This custom is reflect ed n of courts upon Uond'>:,s and TbUl'3 a.ya· · tuti 0 ., 8 of Ezra was the holding r " I;] ' Jl .fl iJ 1;, fl • The oustom •• ,•~1;,<JJ . ~X., ~ I ••,'(!)'~n.::i J ' Ji01 f'J'"r l ·•' I 
was e~idently an ~ncient one. 
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accused of a.dul tery a_nd the f.1'1'JlJ 11r were alv,ay., t 
"' 0 be sent from the local court 

( 0 qn 1,n,;u.,c, ,'.:>.) to, Jerusalem. e..nd the "prosbul" 
cont-a:i.ned the war,d~i: o• J ·''" ;,. 

, J 1 ~ !> o Ii" io.1 VI -
11
the ju<lges · h ~ 1n sue and such a pla.ce~ 

~ K· barait ha- in Mak.'," 7a g· th ,. i ve~ us e .;.iblicaI author·i· ty ~o,r L, he .... ,.., e,stablish-
ment of the local courts. The com.ment is upon Deut . 17•.8. T , he derived rule is 
this: .,In your gates (i.e. ,. in Palestine) vou must pl • .:i ;; · . -ace JUuge·s 

and in every city; outsi&e of' Pales'.tine, in every di.stri ot.11(1) 

in every district 

It is prob.ably 
these local courts t o which. the historian in Sem. VIII (37a) re.fers: T,1// ,~:,}() 

i\11i'':1,. J11.k!l1.:ll lj' 0 1£> il'ltl'~ , ·,. - ":for a, ye6.r ('au-ring tl).e Bar Kochba revolt} the 

Judean .n, ;c ~ 1 :i cea sed. 
11 

The Hebr-ew word is derived from the Greek jlopA-{ 
me.a..n,itJ.g '"as·sembl:y11 

or ''·council. 11 

The source's do not give us complete s,atisi'action with respect to the 

nJ.ll!lber o,r members a local o.ourt' haq.. We may •say <me, t ,hr.ee , five, seven, ten 

or twenty-three as we rely upon this piece of. evidence or that. Possibly we do 

lJ!'ong to look for uniformity ;i.n this matter! P-erhaps in villages one j:udge had 

suff.icient author ity to decide the cases that arose (and if not, the oases ltere 

taken to lar"ger courts); perhaps in towns and cities the smallest courts were 

o_f three ot mor e; .and in cities special co":l"ts of twenty-three sat in addition to 

what mino.r courts there may have beea with fewer• memb.ers. 

The number seven is most f'a.vored by scholars. Sch~reti -.says that "the 

N ( 2) s. Funk .modif ies most subordinate of local courts consist ed o-f seven p~r.sons . 

tl1is donelusion sH.ghtly with the •statement that "a rat·her wides,pread opinion 

existed that £or civil eases five was the minimum number of persons• to which must 

'- - • th cl ass w'ith judges s'o tba,t the total oe added t.wo scribes wh0 were, as~ rule, 1 n 8 

n,-k 
11v ,. (3). \.UU.!Jer of judges was genera A~even. 

fa) T 20 c: . osef. Sanh. p. 4 • 
y">KS ; J'f 1 n ..2 I 

(·2) "Oesch. 113 It PP• 178-9 
" . " und die Ger iehtsh~fe a ~~~chedlisohen D1e Manner der Gr ossen Vers ~ lung 

911 
~ 33 ff. 699 ff.(esp.33-37) • 

Judenturn'' i n the Mono.tsschrift - 1 , p 

l .. 11 ' "ale • 1 :lQ - /'-, , ;,JO 
1 4 The provi sion ~· Y, -.>< ~ ft..? ,, I J reflects the seme opidition. 
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~r<»n Jq:s~phus:' stat.eme_nt ·q~o~eq a:b.ove (Ant_ 4.,8~14), ·~d hh e..ct:f_qn ~lso oit:ed 

("·B~J. 11
,, 2,:2~_,.5} in appointing- a o<>~ 

·ef sey,e.n., we· ahou:ld sµppoB'~ that a 100al. ' 

,.,.. •• .,.it;. ha.a s.even member.,s. This' 1· s su,_s ........ t · .. .1.. d' b. t,._ 
""'=- · · ·"' '"-• l.ci,1-,·e. :y. He stflit,e~nt~ of ,B·ar. Ka;para 

and R:. Ja·sh:ua b. Le,vl in &er . ·s:a,nh. 1ati65~71 who , r · . .i.;:h ·t · . . . . 
. , . a.g ·8~ " a · :Qaees ·whQ.lch· in:ir0lve no 

,gr-eater penalty t.han fl9"'g,..i~g are deoi.ded ·b,r s·e~·•en· J··u.-dges d·r·~ • . 
. .Q ·" . ., . . v , • · , .. - 1 a1.e,rq.ng 0nly as to 

what' stJr.i1>,'tur-$>1 pais,age giv:e-s the basis for :t'he, .n~b~r:. ~d U; is of infa~.r~st thst 

th:e eouno'il which. directed the mµni,ci:pa1 ~ftaii·s had seve1;1. 1_1)~11).b~):"a _ i'n: some }n-

port;.e'.d PY -fhe P,8-lssa:ge J.e..r • .Sann, 18o5 ; ·;idne, S$),f-i,i,ture s~ fiv;e and one seven, .. -

the 1l:tter ip-e-l;ude.s the ri•J ;•,;,;-, . ..,•~, P '!l" .C0.~s /;ff Di':v.e 'tb ,v,nlch two sed.bes may. 

hav.e b~~IJ. a:d,i;l:e,ii $.re ·not la.eking. Ln t ·he ~:iiJte of· ~ki 'be. ':fiv.e ,jird~e:.s, t -ried a certain 

l I 
I I 
I I 

c·~se l"ecord~ ~n the 1'..o~eftf,l. (To.h. • P• ~71, 1.1). To.set. ·She~. l!• 6'J., 1. 2.l ,a,nd j 

JU.~b. '.llt-·~b:• IIl:4.~ t~ll Qi.' t1tual tde:e.,i.aions rendered by: 'f:'f-ve O? tfl in the tim~ j 

'!!i~ R. J•o.rre. 'Fr-om Waz. l«~ it a.pp.ears that lh Joshua ·b. Eii-she. wi~h •fou.r elders 

<,l:il¢;~ oon;;t_i.t:iit~.d a c·0utt..,. Th~ ll:h•hn~ et:illimer;a_t~s ·a lcii:'?1g list .o.f ·o:l).$es 'which 

migllt. be· h,apq.led. l:!y a c~trrl i!l..f th,,;re.e, .( ~,nh. I ;1-5.), ~d evei). 't~lLs how j~a.ges w.ere 

ohe,s.en, fo:t" f!!. cirll" s-uit - ~Pb iS'UitP·i' o~o.osi!i~ ,one,, .and they two, a. third (,Sanll. 

ltl: l}. The sp.~ci:fie.at:icip cif· :t,ht«e to'I: ci.Voil s)Iit S' is repeated in , $a~. Ba $ere 

~ provit?o i's .add.ea :t;o tn.e ·eff~ct that th~y lll1lst oe thre'e who, ~r-e skilled' - even 

~en i.i" :t;l)ey: .are· not f'fl 'lJ ,:» .\i(:) -rto'fJ' ~,~ice. N,?w lt is possible to -argue that the 

n~b~r tln:'ee i~ only a , thi;!~.retioal -min.imum, :court-a of thre.e ne..v~r having ac:t:uaiiy 

e-.xi,st.ea(l} or that theta had to be. thJ'e~ .deciding the. oase,- tl.S: ~'.s.a~l:>i .sa:i:d (Tosef. 

· . 'i3) ,an· d' 't ·h"t t'lie?"e:.for-e the cour-t; had five san;n., p_. 414, 1. 36 and •hir! s~. lSQi , ... 

·s " ,11G·, "ct. "31.:1"". P I 77 · .o. S_ohurer, e . ., ;i1. .J;, • 

I
I 



19 J,.. J ·. Karlin (l) who airees with Furuc .that ·seven was a customs.?')' ntfinber for looal courts obj~cts to the surmise tha.t -t.wo of these -were o.,,!>,-o .,..n- the ., groupd that the 
6
",..,;1 •~_.91owere not counted among the judges in the sanhedr.ins of 71 where they also 

f'u.nption~d . The 'f_a:lmud quotes deoieions rendered by individu~l rit.bbis OF by ,courts 
of tbree scholars. That no local. c,9u-rt procedur-e other than this s-ort i.a r-eGorded T • . n (2) in the almud 1s tb.e contention of A. Buchler based on data: coll:ected by H.P. 
Oha.jes . ( 3 ) Says, B~chler: "o·n1y incidental references• in the _Talllru.die U.ter.a.tu.re 
give span-by ipfo.:rmation; and even those merely' report -ocoasio~al decisions and 
judgments by inditi,dual :nibb.is. in their soho6l '& o-r by th-ree scholars eonnituting 
a formal court for that 0¢,casion. 11 He q~ote.s a nµmpe.r of examples. of sµch lo~al 
judges giv-ing decisi0ns- as tndi:vlduals. {3~ • It . lshm.-ael b. R. Jose, for ~xample:, 
gra.nt~d alimony -to a .woman in the market-place in Sepphoris (Jer . Ket. 35d3) ~d 
Rabbi did the same in Beth- She 1arim (Ket .• ·107b). We must likewis~ a.all attention 
to the judges ce7ta.in sma,11 communitie·s applied to the Na.si to ,appoint for th~m 
(See below P• 21 ) • 

s . Funk (4) is of the opinion that there were ten judges in some courts. ' 
S h ~ 

11R ,T h b 1 - i said! ''when 
This OEinion is ba.se.d upon two statements in , .an • , ..,:, · • uos us. • ,c,ev , 

11 II ten sit in judginero.; the responsibi:lity re·sts on every one of th.em ~nd llhenitver a case would come before R. }!:una he would call together ten rabbis. 
11 

Karlin objects "-hat II h .. ~ a...: even number of 3·udges·"' (
5

) and· th:at therefore a 
v · a c,otU"t may never ave _. 

cour,t never· had ten Jllemh.ers. 
He e:x:pls.ins the statement of R. Joshua to mean that ~ 

mo-e t" . ..... is n_eoessary , the blame re.~ts on all of than 
nuen the number is ten, i.e. • ~~-• 

ta court but ten ~en in and says that the ten me:m of ·whom R. ~tma. specaks w-ere no 
whose pr~sen~e the opinion of the court was published. . . .. . . . ahl der erichttihtlff} wr · ze,it• 4,es 1 In an article . r die }htgll~derz.ft 1911 pp 24 ff. Zweiten Tempels" I in the Mone.tsschM . - ' , • 
(2) 11 Je-wish Community of Sepphoris ," P• 

21 
11 • R' E J 1899 p~ 37- 52) d

e 
1

, ~ 70 a 1 1An 500 1n • • • • • (3) 11Les Jug.es Juifs en Palestine 

(ea,} Op. cit . p . 22 r.r~ 
(1) 

(6) 
Op. oit. p. 35 

op. _cit. P• 26 

· I 
I 
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Sohilrer hcilds· tha:t; the ·iarger cities had 

c.ourts ,of t:v,enty-three members since the Jdishnah permits S'Jch a ;ll\#~1 1
,..,..,;,.-0 in ... 

8.~Y ,vOiiJl!l.unity ha-ving more than 120, or 
according to another opi.n:ion 230 diti.2ens ('Se.nil . 1:6) although he ma.Ices the reaer­
v-atioJ'l that the -provision may be merely theoretical. (1) 

The composition of the court is described in the T-,-ud ( ) r:u.iu S,anh. 17b • Be-
sides the judges . witIJ.esses and suitors there. were two 9 ,·.,,,0 and two 

0
,
4

,r n • 
The 

of tbe court. 

o ' .,;9,0 , as their name suggest.s; were recorders ,of the proceedings 
This is appar1;1pt from a -statement, in 'the M'i&hnah where the method 

of t~lcing a re- count of the ·opinions of the judges is described: •r_r one of t:he 
judgel3 in8.kes a mistake in re'@ard to his origittal opinion the two O'J, ,..,n ,-,s,ro re­
mind hini .. '"(e) They were the 11

~iters" , the keepers of the court re-0ords . 

Tl\e o •~ rn of the cqurt were. of lesser dignt'ty than the judges. They 
•ere not menial servants of the courl--al).other is- mentioned ·wh~ -sened as <0l0cll • 

,(3) 

Two specific acts of •CJ'J1fl in pursuance· o'f t he'ir oflfici-al duties arl3 on re.cord. After 
the judges took their seats in the- court the o 'J rr, went among them getting '!heir 
opinions , ( 4 ) and when a sentence of flogging was pronounced oy the court the 

/ i.11 ~xecmed th.e order. (I) There is o.f co.urse no reascm to suppose that these 
were the chief or only .duties of the co.urt / rr, --.they may bE;J mere oasual examples.. 
But if we gen~ral:ize from tne character of t ·hes·e• two dut;ies , al~ei t minor, ·we 
pi eture the· 0'J71' of the court as ass•istants to the judges who ma.de thems.elves u.oef'ul 
as they could. 

(1) 

'( 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

"op. cit. p. 179 

29 - also quoted in J er . Sanh. 23a2 Sanh. V :·s , Tos~f. Sanh. P• 4.28 , 1 . 
. 18 . __ \.. 23dli5 __ ?St'l-1JJJ1':iS1o~:,;1n o;,5 ",p, 711151{) Jer. Kid. 650 and Swu1,• , . , •:,,;, "1/U~ ),II' ,, ,5 , • ., .0" O'iO. ·~x·/W •J (JJ/ a•.!::J,v '~f.Pl/1 '/VJ O (IJJX r 1./~-C J7 . 

: WY., <IJ I 7>£>.tO/ /r,f1'/ '"'/ ~ • ""f1J ' ..2 -,7 ,,J),.Jl'-!I ;t)J U ,. .1 0(0 )(;t' <JJ XI,, " ~ S . 19 . ~' - Jl///'1 fl' , ' ... , ..... , ... ruin . · C , 'Olfl/;,'jo'/3lf/ o•'TJl7'f / J/7 Jt• ,.. J :wfiJttJ,/ :i•1~101;rrN /,7•J:JXJ/f,., , . /' ' . 428 1. 25 - Oil')flY. J'J(n)J J1/'0'J:3 IJrf'J Jer . Sanh. 23aG, and Tosef. se..nh. P• ' 
s nh n 444 1 • 29 a.nd :n • Mak. III:12; Mak. 23a; Tosef. a • ~• ' 



21 
Josephus' 8taternent that "two men f 

G the tr.ibe of 4vi were to be appoil'\ted 
.to aot as o£fie,e-rs ( {jTf,'fliJl Ta<) in, every · ·rt" ( " n tl cou Ant., 4.,8.,14) is a refereoe 

to thes:e assistants . The New Test~!'lt trallslates the. Hebrew word / r11 with 

~1T"\ tlnp (Luke 4:.-2.0) e.nd in Mat. 5,25 judges are mentioned along with the 
C I 

U'lT ~ t e" s • 
Judges with O 4J1'nand o•>~,o are mentioned again in Shab. 56a and judges 

with cr.,910 in Shab. U19a. In the for.mer passage, R~ Jo_na.t~al).,,:who lived in 

Sepphoris about the middle of the third century, is quoted aB saying that the sons 

of .Samuel diid not go about to act tts. judge ~A the variious towne of the lat1d' as 

Samuel did, but stayed in their own communiti.es to increase--the reward of their 

and o ''l'fJ/,O ' , doubtless scoring subtly a deplorable ocinditi·on which he 

observed about him, and in the latte,r passage Resh Lakish, who lived in Tiberias 

a few years later, re'i'ers bitterly to the eor,:ri.tption of the judges and th6ir 

o•.., ~10 • 

A twice ~epeated tr~clition (Jer. Jeb. 13e.15 ) and (Ge11.R. · S-ec. 8}.:-2) tells 

that the inhabitants of Si:inonias (a Ga1.ilean city in the neig}).borh~od of Sepphoris) 

ea.me to Rabbi ( a tanna who lived at the end of the second century) and said to him: 

8 Pllt ,over· u~ a man ~lQ will be r~J-;t1,/t1 Jf)tO .,rnl ,,,-, ct1•n and care .for all our 

needs." So in the Talmudic tradi tion; according to the traditions in Gen. R. they 

'ask for II 
a; man 1./'../ " 7" J7J( 

t 1·n the1·r request as it is quQted in the Talmdd That the f<>ren,.sio motif was uppermos 

·is evident from the fact that the first d.uty the inhabitimt's of Simonias put upon 

the rnan:. appointed wa.s the 

sequence ) ';)/0 rn I j '' 1 

dvty of deciding a case involving ,-, , , ':> fl • 

in the Talmudio reference is very tempting. 

And the 

Grouping 

h ge are.w'7 '7 to f✓J1I/: 'tl -,j',c )( ,-1 •,o 
the tliree words so., the para:tlels in t 8 pissa 

And ')':J/O /r,11 /''1 i s a form of e-x­.,~,o rm r•1 to /J'J'7 .11~ (Tl ~nd f"/mJ to /./JI.I~ ,1J(II//. 

ut all of the .functions of the oom·t a.lone. 
_pr~ssion for a person who sha.11 carry ·0 

Jer . Shab . 36d6, the inhabitants of Bosra 
ln a similar tradition, r ecor ded in 

..1 s 
7

,.).,, / r/1 , ao / " .., 11.J •-, -, WJ ...,~ . Conslderin,g ,J•:,,t;, ::, ,., ask R • Shim ' on ban Lald sh for a 

t he fact that the boµy of law was 
t h Torah and t hat t hia actiTity derived from e 
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pid.-~t be :ine:a:nt by the \\'.Or-d ~ '-T•r we ma;y have in this t .rad:i:hion. a· ·"'ai· .r·ly · 
.1: . reas.oriab1.e, 

re·guast , tot the apnointme.nt, Qf a..· ~~,.8 ..... d -... ,.t·v.•· .. · A 
. . . 1r . · · v o , ..,_,•1 ·.-•B u_:q:ii more-. nd if,_ in :the~e.· pas-

J€.•1£J/, o of Sota 
'(2.) 

thet..e a1s.o. ·, 

Thee £;,.◊t thnt. we '<l'annot dr-e,w _un_questi-onab1~• concl.q:~ion~ a~ t .o. jtl;si; what 

'sort' Qf a.• qomm~i ty Af±'ic~r -tine inha:bi.taxtb;s. E),~ tl\e t ,ovms -asked the· r~bbis to· «P­

point· fot 1,hem giv-e-s an e.mt>.igilous oha,ragt,er t9 the te::.ul ts, ,o,f. any. s:pecu;L,ation ·e,;s, 

to .tb'e metho·d c>..£ ap'po:i.nting, .eotnin:unity. ofi'ice:r-s which is ~:s·~4 ·on th.e.s.e qtwted 

:of .~ g:elf,~t-~tion appo•inte-g; .fq,r 'the lo:¢11:l communit1-es. 4n ofi':l.cer of 'the. one ·eha,r,ac:-­

t~r or the owner .cert-a.inly ~11?,,0,eiye,d ,hj,s po.sitioh hi such w way,• 'l'he t~-rm11appoint" 

,~p.p·ointed fo,r S'imonia_s a,nd, Bos;~. -So, :with o•o.J ~-~ } Wh.en men were: ~p,i:;pinted 

O'OJ">O 1~ a o~mmunit-y t,he.y were forbidd~n to do work in E>iilH.io. ·($): R • .Jo:se 

(:2nd ·cent .,) ~ppointed qioJ ;~ .!"or bhe co.mmuriit,f •of Ifaphra ,(Jer. Peah 21a26,. Shelf. 

Sule. ·55,a:..ib, and 1'os.ef •. Pe.s. p. l.5:f1, 1,..9). f -~uJ tl'e.e$'ive·4 t ~ertaili jud:ici~l o()mm:i.s.~ion, 

b.efol'e 'nf.s ,co~vets:i:on. from th~ priests ~t' Jern.u;talent (cf. Ae<ts· ~: 2,, 2$'{10-11)'. It 

is pcrssible that =only small :c,pIJiinilbiti~s: dep,e-nded ·~pon a uai;11;m-al aut·hority :f!or 

• • ·, · "' 1 ', 215 l 15-..;1;4 ( 4) this; s-erv-ioe.. 'I/he .meaning , o'f the, t,,as'Sa.g~, 1:n Tcrse-f.. .J, a, '8.Il• P• · · · . .,, • · -

the.:':- · a, lo.cal ,OO\lP.CP ~ppPi!'lis- man to of'-fic.iaJ. pe,,9i:;-t:io:ns,. :'l'h,is may a,~~ars to be . •v 

na:v.~ been ·the ctis-to,m i)1 •t :be ei'.tie'fl•• . ~ 

rt. -s:aenrs -ftlia.t the a:pp:~rintmen~ consisted· in 

. . . . th -· ~r' .~,e~"l by th~ :author-.:ity who e:p_p.oint,ed, him. the• bestowal ·of· a dl.p).ol'.llfl, :µpon · ~ o.1. •· ...... · ·., - •· 

(I) 

{.2) 

,I 

I 



11) . ..,., ... ~ --1--e:·. to this. s·;,:np•oe·1;.._,.o., • .e> • d • 
,,~ v "" '"'l.t' . -~ ""'· -~ is , .L•Otm 1n t~ ~riou1a, comments upo!) the, words· 

,fli.1/J., '!.>:Iv -"',;1>' found in .M.ff. rxr,s and in t-h~. '.!'al.mud tr.,t 18b. Ra:sbi. $~s th~ 

/riti{) ., s Ill .,lt'l}I~ is a ; / :· ' (Q~ (/j ~ '((j' 0 I , :lf ,, , t F:J ~ "' 
· · t · - 'r_o's. Yom -LQv r ·~pe'1lts this 

'$,tatement . 0.f Rash,ii,. ·a~ je.r-,east;'.S also, Raben.,. ·1fi:·ss'{,- • s e· ... "'-'l .. · t · ., (!) t-ha. 
. ,,.. •· ., ....., ~.i<· ~a: .lion ·· · , :f by, means 

of' the flt Un. sw, .11'1;1 Jl. 'the• ~asi g:i._"!l'_es ~er.m.: is:"io.n , Jf.,. 1.. 
.t' . ... ,...., ~uc, .• a q_ne to a~ acS judge: 

.I' 
l ~ 6 .p -'ti £7../: t, > ./ /7 J J )i <-10 .1 i ."·. 1/J' • !"-' · - 1 h .. 

, c. see.ms e: sa t . at. ~h~ people 

r "'·t±ft~ .. d t)l.~ ~pnointme1it. •· 1:\. 'Y.itz\J"_-.:,_ s<>{d:-~.- "We do ,.,, "' ,.._ 0 , 
.,. r:t ~ - ....... .. .:,o"" pu_,., ,a ., 1 ~ over -~ aongre,~at:ion, 
~· b -ut · · · · lt"· · th · ' -· .. t '" ,. 11 ~

2) · w:i:'to P · QQ-ns:u. ;ui.g · . e •oong,~.ega .·1-0.n . • The.y ,d,io, not. :rte,ed to acce,V,t, th.e· ·Na.s.i \s-

choi~e ., Th~ p-et:!r;-:ll\) {5.~ Simonia.s g,uast1oneid the elloi.oe whioh. Rabbi made, (jet. Je'b. 

13a 4 ~')' an4 the. :weqple • 0f K~i'ta; the ,seleot·i-ens ~.f R. Jo:se, (J.er. !l.e~·. ara.?t? and 

$.5 (3) . .. . . f 4'}_ •, . ' ' . . 
-Sb.ex. 413d ) ~ · •'fe:'lfl:!.b.Ep!'g < ; der:i:ve-s iihe 'S1;tppositi·o~ t,.\1:~t t'l}e 

,¢!:)JlttilUnit,y h114 to. a.~:r~e,· u;p-p;n 'the e,flfi,oia1s :from the. words }: i'•~,11 ,sai•rv<3. of . Je,r~ 

M_eg. 't4!~H\ u'I£ th-ey ·.•.~Q.o~~ th~ inen as the:i:r :i',~presenta.ti:ves ~v.en one ·( can make 
• J 

Th,¢ a.p'poiJ1.t.~nt ~.s; ·:pr9bl'!:bly a-co.om-

panied. by a ee1;-:emp,~y o.f s:om~r so•l)'i:;,. 'R. lte:,g~~i . WO't!.l'Q; gi':ve the ~p,;]fQint~~ ~ T:orah to .. 
sign1£y that :all authQrit;,y eQtll.~s frQm :G~d• CJer. P.e~ Z.iaz:9). 

This is 'the deso-riptio.n , of ' t-ri.e a·p,~:oin~ent -!in.d: i,nstallation of' officers 

ov<e-r. Jewish eoimnupi.ties. '.rt has a oe.it:el,n nmbi~uiey.,, ,a:s 'Vfei ha.via iniii~at.ea: 'bec-atis.~ 

eit.nei, -of:fie.ers o:t th~ _j:µdi"t>i:ary or tp.veihor.a .. of thEJ i:lru..P.io:ipe;liti'f' tnaY, be. the 

~c-ti9,~ies to whotn z,.efe~enoe is .inad·e. .One s.olµt~on. er the .aml)~guiuy' i~ t'hat 

· · This .. is ·po:r.stbte. ~ut t-h&~e is, another they lidth were: ~ppoint~d. -in the ··same wa'Y• 

,(1,) 

:(.2) 

! 
I 
1 
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.solution ,vhioh is attractive ~nd -fiha't is_ tha_t. 
th~ judicial an(l e~eoutive f.uhctions 

qoJno-ide.d in sqme Judean comm:-i.mities and W"'re • 
"' g ... :ven ov~r to one :of.fic:ial or :to one 

offic.i~l body~ This was poss-ib).y the situation in the smaller Jewish communities i 

one man even, receiving his a:uthor.ity from a nati,.,_ n ... l r· 
v ~ · i-gure , presided over the 

oongr~gation and ac~ed also as judg_e. 

The a:dminfstrat;on· ·or justice was in some· way ·connected -with the s~ago$1,le, 

The term _for- the ban in the. new Testament is 
11
pu:t.till-g out of. the syna~ogue•" (John 

· .9.;22, 12; 42, 16:2).. We find, too, that scourging was a.dminioterad there (Mat. 

10:17, 23:34 , Mark 13:9~ Acts 22 :19, 26~11) . Whether or not the synagogue was 

the sC'ene of the ~ourt sassiqns i~ n~t ascertainable but it being- the .lllost likely 

building in the co171filunity for suoh activity, :i.t ~ antoecedent'ly p-robab1e tna.t suoh 

use ,vas me.de of i:t. And the probability is supported by the cited re:fl'erert~es 

oonneot,iRffe the synagogue ,and the i~stit:utiohs of the bQ.n and flogging . The state­

ment in Liike _21:12: "they shall deliver Y,OU up to the syne.g9gues and into prisons. 

being brought beforc0 kings and rulers for my name 1 s sa.ke
1
' _seems to view the syna­

gogue as a tribunal . So a lso the pass~e in Luke, 1~:H: '''when they bring you unt() 

-
the synagogues and magistrates and powers , ta.ke no thought how er wh,a:t;; thing ye 

'shall answer or what ye shall .say. 
11 Sa.1:11 sought of th.e higb. -priest letters to the 

,!Y)lS:gogue~ of IDamasous', giving him a'l.!.thority to arrest ~y J°ews gµilty of the Chri~­

tian heresy .a~d bring t hem bound to Je~salem (Acts 9:2) . There are supporting 

re.t'erenoe:S in later rah&inic liter_ature . It wou.ld be strange for the term: ? n 

ale m 12 t the officer ·who administer-a the f1oggi,J'lg:, 
.f?OJjil to be applied as in M • .: , o 

· · · · eote·d wi· th the ·s'\iT.lao-oga.1 ·community ( JI O r::, ) • 
unless the court were in some way. conn · · .;1,•• -o . 

Two "e.ases of court procedure in a Caes:a.rea~ syntlgogµe , are on reo:o-rd : "R. Abbahu 

(4th cent.) sat in judgme~t in the. Synagogue of the liebellion i n Caeaarea"- •.:1, 
72·. 

, ,-,i}(. (Jer . ·Sanh. 18a ) and 
'''f _, lfl I "il f 1,1 

/''10'? 1 X ./1 '; ) :0 X' fl (/). 1 J. :, 1 / , 

R a deel.. •1.·on regarding a Kethuba there also -
• J~~anan rendered g _ 

(Je'b . 65b). Similarly in. -, ., .. , ...... ;1n· 11.,., "•,r.,,;, 
i l.J.f.nJ f"'I J(.CJ'f , 'Yl)(/ /''>0'-p , .,.,JJov'J.J.£ 

t f rn in a synag?_.gue and a oi vil oath taken 

Lev. R. 6:2 a · the.t't is announced by he 

by a witness to the :robbery. 
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III. THE SYNAGOGUE 

The time of tt.e emet- · r· th •~ • ,ging O e .synagogue is an institution from its 
early voluntary am0!'JllOU~ ~tate can not be fixed with aoe~acy. There i s evi­
d.ance tci point to the antiquity of' -&he ·synagogue in the Temple at Jeru.salem(l) 

(·2) al!d the s-ynagogues 1n and near Alexandria. ----- --~-------

(1) lhe r e port of Reca.t~l!s of Abdera as quoted in E.eina.ch. "Te'Xte,s," P• 14 ff, dates from the opening of the t hird Qentury B.C. but. it is ele.ar in -this aoco:unt that the histor'l.an :refer s to a eer·emony si mils.r to that described 

( 2) 

in Neh. 8 and patently conneot,.ed wi.th t-he Te.mple ,at J . .erusalem. - Tb:e report of Theo.p~ra.st1;1s
1 
(+ia1 B.c.L quoted by Po,~yr:y (who wrote cir·, 275 C. E. ) . ~'De .!\.bstinent.ia' II 26 ed. Herchel', cited in Reirta·eh 11Textes 11 p. 8 and Radin "Jews runong th~ Greeks and Romans"· ~P• 81-83) de;;oribe·s a· service similar in eerta.i-n particulars to the later synagogue service but it ii; cle[\r from the context that hs is d;es~ribing a ceremony which occurred in the jemple.-­The writer of f Es.dras S-:3.9 , Wh.ethe,r as Charles suggeiros ('Apo•o . iand Pseude­pigraph)(11 'Vol I. p . 56) he .believed the "water-gate" was iI) ruins :when ,the incident in Ueh . 8 took place, or whether he thought the Temple a more like­ly p.la.ee .• for the reading of the l ,~w i-n public ·assembly than :tne gate in the · city wa111. yet carries the scene "into:. th~ bro~d plac,e of the ho1.y .porch towa:rds · the east". This is th'8 place where sacrifices -we-te offered (I Esd. 5 :47) ,and! where ,t;,he the assembled. people were exhorted by Ezra (I Esd. 9 :6 fr) . These incidents indicate that a £0I111 ot synagogµe ser'rj.ce w.a s being, held in the Tem-ple at Jeru-sslem at the ti,nle the Gr-eek Ezra was 'Written.-1fishn~ Yorn.a 7 : 1 and So:ta. 7: 7- 8 refer to a practice sillli.lar to the synagogue service but. ,performed in the Temple at Jerusalent. --Reference to this synagogue occurs i n the New Testament: Luke 2:46, 1s:10, 19:47 , 20:1~ Acts 5:42. - -A. bara'itha. quoted in Jer . :Suk. 54a4§ may also refer tO' t~is synago·gUe although i t is poss.ibly another of the. synagogues . of J ·etusalm whi.oh i -s mean.t .• :-Joshua b . Chananya describes a. cere.mony in a Jerusalem synag0-~e prEl"tJ.-OUS to the year 70 - Tose:f'. Suk. P• 198 • 1 • 16 . 

An inscription quoted l:?Y Elbogen 11J~q.. GottesC,.ien5t
'
1 

• P· 
446

• t elb 
0iit :iyna:gogue in Schedia nel'll' Alexandria, 9-edioa~ednto pt~l~:ny ~3gete-s .66, 247-- 221 B.C. of.'R. E. J . ' 1902, pp.lpl-164 an,d S.ohure-r, Gasch. ,. III, P · · (B it M III 183) records that the --A ·Greek papyrus from 'E;gypt F •·· us • · • ( t 15 t ch VIIi Radin " " :, .) ~ paid their water tax no e o • , • e..p)(o.lr~s 'It111a,o.c..iG Trf~e~"IS R " ) Ph.lo "Leg. ad Caiu:m", 20! "The 11Jevts tµnong the re&ks and om~s ' - - 1 

' of whieh there are a great lirultitude •• •• , cut ,down some of th~ ,(sAlyn.agogdrupis , ,) cf '''""·od annis probus . . f the oity .exan a • • -many in every sec~ion o · · .. 'libet- 11 12. 

. 1 
I 

I I 



26. 
How. wi~~ly othe.nr,i.-se the, ·synagogue was r:eoognized in pre- Christ{., .. 

.., .... o,enturies ea,n not be ·ascertained but we are oet"'t;ain that th 
. e local sypagogue was ~n old and e.stab-li shed insti-b.\.t:tion by the beginning of the Ch · t· ris i.an era. For this fae'f; Jo.sephus, 

'.Philo and the New Testament lil:'ing ample testLnony, ""-LLiei ascribe. its origin to ancient' times- - - even to Mosea.(l) 

In the first century C.E. there were local synagogues ip Jewish com-
munities throu_ghout Palestine , Asia Min0.r and E~t ., 

Jerusalem other than -the syna~ogue in the T.emple. (
2
) 

Th,~re were synagogues .in 

Thel"e were synagogues in 
Tiberia.s~ Caesaria, Sepphoris, Tibe '.in, Ne,zareth, Capentalllfi. and "all of Gali.lee", 
in Dama.sous~ Ephesu,s, Sa1:amis in Cyprus, e.n.d An'tioch, in Ioonium, Sardis, Halie­
arnassus, rheS"sa'Blcmiea, Ber.ea, Philippi in Maoeaonia , Athens and Corinth. 

(1) 

(2) 

~ . Josephus=· Contra. App!' 2:17: "Moses d'id not suffer t he gujlt of itnoranoe :t .o go unpuni.sheq. but demo-nstra.terl tha-t the Law is· ~he be!ft and niost nee­es·sary instruction or 1,111, permitting the people to leave off: the;i:r o~her employment, and to :assemble together for t:he hear:i!lg of th~ law, and learn­i ng it exactly, and this not once or twice or ofte?}er, but evex:y S_abbQ.th 11
• "Ant ,·11 ·16, 2 i4': 11'l'he seventh day we set a.part from l abor; it is dedicated to the le-a.rnin~ of 9ur cust;o,m,s·:an~ l~w:," "Ant". 16, 6.,2: . Me:1ti?,z:t ~s made ot -synagogues ( trA.fi/J4-Teco-v-: houses of Sabbath-keeping) in a decree or Caesar Aug~s:tqs here •cited by J,osephµs.-- Philo "Vi'~-·Mos!' lII,27) ascribes 'the 01;igin of ~he syne.golo/e to Uo~es .--Aets _lo:21: Y~r '!'>aes . .rrom times or old (~K yev-'e w✓ d.f )( a -i o ✓ ) ha:s them tba\

1
preach hlJll in ev.ery city, being read in the synago~es ·every S~bbath day. 

Acts $:9 - ­
Libe.rti:n~s 
AsiE!, 11

; it 
.tnea,nt . 

11The SY!lagogue wbioh i-s called the syno.go_gue of. t~e . ~d Cyreni~s and .AleJC,and;:ri~~s and o.f t~em of Ci~·o;a and of is not clear whether one synagogue or five of them is 

I' 
' 



____ Uttmistaka.ole d'ontetnporary eviden tt t 
ce a es s to the existenc_e of these· (1) 

syn~gogues ..end in some cases later pSources as well (2) 
• These later so:uroes 

(1) 

(Z) 

T~beri~s: Jo~-• !'Ant". 19,6,3; "Vita11 54 (!>rose,ncha): 
Mi sh. Er • .10 • 10-,-Ca.es_e.rea.: Jos. "B J 11 2 14 4 5 113 h • . . . • , : • .- ~ - • - epp oq,.s: Tosef' .. Meg. P-• 223, 1. 11;?. --Tl.be in: Tosef Me .. -223 1 --Nazareth: Matt . 1_3:54.; Ma:rk 6:2;-. tuke, 4!16_: g. P• · ' •1-9• 

C.a:p·erna.um..: Mark 1:21.; l'..1.l.k~ 4':31• 7:5· John 6•59 
II G·· II ' ' • •• -- All of alilee: Matt. 4:23; 9~35; Mark 1:39, 6 :6• 

· Luke 4: 15; 13 : 2.Z.. . - - D8lll?,s ous: ).cts 9: 2 (plural}. - -
1 

Ephes~.s: .Ar,ts 18:26; 19:8. --Sal~:is: Ac:ts U:,5(Plur.al); 
Jos. B.J. 7 ,3,-3, --Antioeh: ·Ac:t-s 13:14'. -~Iconh1.'ll.: 
Acts 14::-1 --Sardis: Jos-. 

11
Ant 1

• 14-,10,24. -Halicarnassus: 
Jos . "Ant.!1 

14, 10,.23. --Thessalonica:· Act-s 17:1. 
Bel"'ea! Acts 17 :10. - Philippi• 4e-ts ).6:15.-­
.AtbetiS.: Aots- 17: l'l. --.eoril'.lth: Acts 1'·8:.14-.. 

In Jerusa lem; Jer. Suk. 54s.45 : 0J<U11·1 A ,-,J» /7 iFTJ 7=> Jbn ''IJ7 
'tA I 1. -r ' .:l /.1.) /SI . _J10J.::u1 »•2S 7J1n r:n.,c, (Wbich mayt of course, 
ref~r t.o the• synagogue in the Temple), .-- Ket. 105a: ot,1 ✓ -5> 1, 'l.,t,.Yn,, 
. 1·n O'.f \ 7 •,17~ n,..it.1 ""lx1 o'i,Y<J).;,-1 ..171x -'1 ctt!J-1U x•,v((Jrr; ') -,.,:,;( .o '1910 '.11D. f"r'.-A_J ::J I n1, w-,7)J 'J7::J. 11~ -P I Jll 'OJ:, 'J1-:l 1'1,U:> 051/Jr,').. 
Jer. Meg. 73d20 is s imilar to Ket. 105a with the added tre.dit-ion that these 
were de,:,troyed by Ves--pa:sian.-- 'llosef. Meg_. 1>• ,224,, 1. 26, me_~tions a 
o S tJJ ,-::i ·i f' i1 to tl·' ") 1 J ·d ~ :) :,c sw .. /7oJ ;, iJ .P'1 in the time ·of Elazar 
b. Zadok ( 2nd Cent . )--
In Tiberias: Ber . 8a whe-re mention is made of the thirteen synagogues 
of Tib·e.rias. --Ber 30a mentions eleven sriagogues- from the time of 
.Ami and .A:si ( ,'4tl: ,,o.~n~·--~ Jer. Taiuf. 64a:,5:.. mentions ,a synag.ogua called 

' .5 , .:i -, ><n I/!' J :> wheie R. Jirmej e., an a.mora of Tiberias· taught. -- In 
Caesar.ea~ 11 J er. B~k. 6-5 d 7 where mention i-s made of ''The Synagogue of 
the Re-1:?e.il lion 11 ( / ' -, o • p --r X ./1 -,,.i, )( /.1 "-' 'J ~ ) • -- In Seppho-ris: 
Fes±k. R.~. (Ed. 'Sub,er, Lyok 186-8) _ 136b men-t~r~s "tte, gre,rrt . S~JH5<'>,gue 
of Se-pphoris. - Jer Sota 22a23, Jer. Ber. _ 9a , Jar. Shah~ 8a 
and Jer. Sanh. 28a53 mention the J '11 !> ~ ;J. .!. .u. T Xfl"' J :.r -: 
Jer. Ber. 6;71 and Jer. Naz. 56a9 mention the ,i.n:,i~-, Xfll/J 'J ~ in 

SepphoFis, 



.tdd, Rome .• Ba.J,yiQn,. 1o/dda., 14.aon.,,. 'B~th: ·She~n) Kef~t Ti"''°r~·a-s. 
l;lv .. • Kl,:f!ra (,-r l<:Ufi-a:, 
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attd irasium e;n:ii Kefr- Bi.r ''im ln G~lUee to. the H.st f . 
1

- · 
,.., . •· , · · · ·9 p. aces in ~ich :a:ud·ng 

1T,1n,n.~itio, til'.lle~ ,iynagogu.es ao\li'btl~es existed. fl) . 

The 1::tJ?t-. is no.± cq.:m,Rie,;~ ·'pu_t 1:t is su!'l'ia.i:e.,1'\t_i"~ .. 
0 

.,,.
0

· 
,.. J · ... .. show t~t &wing 

·Ta~a.-i'tic- tim~.S: th.e ·s,ynago-gµ~ exi'.$t:ed ge-rtei"'aJ1y. a..na: ,ov,e·r , ~ large te,tt'.i'.tory--tfla-t 

indeed. a sJytr~g;og{U~ was to be, i'out:1d in. every town 1mer-e enou~ of' Jews 1ived· to 

ju-s-tS:fy· i:t':.{ .~xi-scte-noe .• 

!fh.~ :LJJ\B6'rt.:o:nce, oi' establ;i,?hint th.if:! fao.t li.es in the· infer.el).c..-e wtii--eh 

we •may •d,r.a.vr .:that where syrt:ag_og __ ues ·exi.s-ted_·-#b~ :va:ri.Otl!s .a.c\lv.itiea -which .groupe$1. 

them5.e 1 tes ar0\tna t .he. synajogue -al')d th:e orga.iµ·zat'ion 1Qf. whi&h. th~ syna~qgue is• 

'the e~pr.e~sion were: Hkew-ise to be, found. Lt, 'i_s ,to. be ol?s:er:ved that :th~re .were 

,sym.t,gog1;1e-s ih f .a,J.e:rstine:, Baorlo;n._ A·sia Mino:r, .~Qme ~nd.!Eg,!et:,. tbat tlr~ l:n~i,tt,.-t.ion 

"Was 110.t c.on:fhre.d to, t-lie C:iti'e'a Sohgre·r. calls "Hell~n1::sti011 nor t0 c-itie.s or the 

"J.ewish tex-ritory, 11 that in .f'.a.ot it, was n-ot •confined to oit'ies a:t .all out had piaee 

(l )' 

l I 

j ' 
I 

I 
I 

'I I 

i ' 
i 
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29. 
that the inhabitants of a c"ty • ht ~ - mig assess one another for tbe purpose. of build-, (l} A ing a s,ynagogue • . s,yna,gogue was included in the assllllll3d _property of a Jewish 
0 i,ty along, with the public square. ·bath-house, Holy Ark ~d Rol;y Bcroks • . (2) It w:as 
a part of t .he nntur.,al ~quipm.ettt of the municipality 'Without which the community 
we.~ incomplet.e. In the t h i rd ce.n~ry i,t; was the rule 'that a synagogue could not 
·be torn down until anoth~T' had been bui_1t to replace it._ ( 3) which indicates that 
.it w.as• ooJtsidered im_perati~e that e. Jewish community 8.l~'}'s have a. synagogue.. 
The importance of th~ -i.nstitution is shown likewise by the Tann~itio statement th_at 
the building should st~d on the highes·t spot i-n the c-ity, (4 ) th~ :rule was possibly a sign of' the regara in which t he synag9gue wa.s held and the pr.e-~minenoe of its 
position in the life of' i:;he commu.n:ity. (S) Since we h~-ve in.formation to show 
that; tb.e Sift\agogue frequently served as house of wo·rship, -school-house , court-house:, town-na.U, and institution for the collection ,and administr.ati.on of charity, we 
have reason to e.xpeot that it would be· reg!!-rded, a.ti , it was, a,s an indispeJJsible , 
pe~·sotl in bh~• community. 

Of the s,everal functions of . the syna.g·ogue, its function as ·a· hou-se of 
worsb ip--a cult , center, as it we:re-~is. doubtless '\,he primary one.. T.:he s-y;nagogue 
was a local shrine where Jahwe was praised and. his will ascert ained. Not th.at t)le 
s-yn.agogues as cult centers were local counterparts of the tem-e1e• Ritual aots 
lfer.e performed i n ,the Temple which eould neve,r • in. acco'r'da:ne.:e with th

e law be 

(1) Tosef. B.¥.. P• 396 1, •. 29 - J1 ° J..J;, 

nJ.n,n ./"':, i, • ..,,., ;,J111' J w -,.:n oHx 
t,T d. V 5- J\ • .., .!>, o ,-, ' ., :,..,.r,, .npJ>i> p•11 l/n,>,,11 

(2) 

( :3) 

t,e • • u , 
I 

., r.n oJ :yj ~,.,on .21 , )J-l' 
" 2"b t ' J :l '1 '1 )( y J> qj , .J :, , .2 • B :S 3b 

:°~e3; . ~ ,; J< op- JC;/'/ VJ 'J ..:J '.!!. ~nd the pe.r~llel pauage ·1.n • • . 
. d or of the syna~ogue.),JJ1tt J'P/1/ .!) r>< (4) P• 227 1.J:.6- ;dX .(i.e., the o .,~ •°.Jw ., ',.J/ .s~ ;i ;i.1;1J 

Tosef .• }Jef5- _ , X., -;-,./1 fl t' »'" V.J)( .-£. - : "l ',JI:,_ o . .,,., w •;:,fl~ ::J. I 5 end Shab • lle. top. -11 M.d Tanh •J1 71 r>:J. par • ' \il.also 1r .• , •• I ti· tJhuroh")oiting u . . .. n "Diot,. of Apos o ic . ·t.· f 
.Alth6'ugh K. Kohle~ (Art• ·Synag~,rn~ • _ 1-49- 194, holds that this po,si ion o Wellhaasen "Ist; und Jud. G.e.soh• p~gues replaced the .fl 11n . • the .synagogue · is evidence th0t synag 

(5) 

\ 
I 

il 
I 
' 
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pel'fermed: e.lsewneii'e; -moreover ·t:;:here wQ._~- ~ syn:agtiftue iTI the Temple whil~ it sto,crd, and 

-o.ther ayi'l.a~9g:u:e,s in· J:er.usa.lem at the -~ame time, .wbJ ell., vrl?,u:).d h,13,v.e. b,een wtttio.ut 

ra-isi~n ·i;l ' '.8'tre· :i:f' ~ho· ·s_yna,g·~~-e weis a counte,rj>arb of the T~ple, R,itual ofr a 

di.f-4'.~.r;f;l:nt c.baraot·er 1:>e.l ~ng;ed , t9; the ti~.go;gu.e . • -And_ the s~ag.o~a:1 r i:bu,a.,l ~uppJe~ 

Ill~~:bed ·the, cer~mo,nie·s ~r the T,'em.ple, SU?:"i:i:ve!i the ,de.si;;ructfon of the Temple, and 

~o~t-it-uted the o,nJ;_y reix,~.iou..13 ~~r,r.e.~ffiQn of the- Je:vthb- comrnuni:t;ie's· when .~et'U-EJ~lem 

lay.in r.uins. 

~l'i:& 't'i-tual :o:f the .s,yna~ogue was intimately :eonn'eci:te.d with the publ'ic reading 

o.£· the. La.w· ~ni t,he st~~Y 01? it. w.here t.l:le, N~w ll'ec~t.runent -mentions t.he. ~'yl'!j;~og:ue,s 

.r.efe.tsnc.e to ·the' i~w.: Mid. 'th~ public · r.~e,dihg . ~n~ tep.cbir.1:g o.f it,; (l) · 

witb oe~a;~iof!a;l r:efe,renge t -q trayer .-
<2)· . . 

· · T-or-ah, re~dln~ aµd, p,r.aier wer.e the. esse~ 

.._ .i: " r· •-'-h . · · · 1 · . -· , · (S) 
cl,-,i.-8.'.L s· 0 · Cl. e: syna~o~a sevv1:ce • 

the. e.ongre.gatJ on, t).ne, knovm . Ell:!• th& fl 'Q ~-::),';;I , lb~ ~ IU'.ld 0pe a:·s tne JI O J:,,n rr.n • 
They cl-:1,,d d'l:.\t.:Y M : t,h~ mas·ter,s of e·erem~J\i~~ in the ·s~&!@l~~e-~ 

T4e. pr;inoip-al f,:µ;ict.ion <1f €h.e p to ·J :> j'\ IA ,,r..,. was to . sup.~,rvhe ,the. r~li~ious , 

.s~r:,;rie·~,. 'Th;is. ·ts attested. ~ first. Qf all b;v, the i'.lame, bt which h~ wa$ c-al1$d ~ il/ .. x "l 

• I • >· . /. 
~ .fl O.J ;>,;, - "h~ad pf -i;he ga.thet,ingj II wn:L'c~ :iS' r~4~red by t'he 9,reek -term ~f~14'Wa,rJ.tl>S. 

., 

It is oleari:y the synagogal .~o~unity· o:v.e;r,, ·;w:h:iel;l h~• w~s "head.-" .. Tne, flqJ ::n, 

i ,s to be di.stingµis.hei:1 from t he, hig1;t-p11iest· w}1.o supervised t he s·a~r:L_fi.c:Lai service 

at the,- Te.m.-pl,e: • . anli from -t;;he / ,io. wno· belong!:ld 'BllS.o ir-o the ,pri~sthood ·.ancf' th~. priestly, 

T."'m:"".l •.e,. ··Tw .. o pa_.s,aa."'_ e;s, 'in: t :he l,!i,$hl1ah (.Jqll):~. 'Vu ,l '~!'ld .$.ota v::o;,, 7·,. 8) S.fttV;.C-.$ in tb,e -, 'r- b 

'the i 
d-esc1ci'Q.e servi¢e.s i n the. 'J.lemple ;j-~_~go:g\i,e :i,n 1Yi'b::i:cl.1 the Jto'-.li:n <4.~ .., take.s P~· ~ 

1. ,._ ."'.··"'.e· b,y ~ _i,.8., H.t~i. !>rl_·est and in t}j~, cithe:r QY, the Kin,~ , T(?r•ah i.s being 1:ead:·' iliP one ......... 1,u &>• 

(2) 

.(3), 



31 
./ rr:, • the J1 oj·-:,_,; lbir,, i.._~--···~· 5- • , .... · 
. • ~l,CUw. it .u! bo-nh cases 

f) ,o ·who .gi-ve,a. :i:~ to· the .Eigll Prie;st or· Kina .• 
.,, It '.is -~~ if tb.e. Tor.ah is 

entrusted 'to t .he c~re- ◊.:f ~h~ syna·g-0"'·&1 cir'.:fioe~s ,.,h ·i '-· th • . . . . 
. . . o .. · • . •• .. o g eve .. eu· penni-s-s:i.ott to. the 

'Temple o::t-g,_ ni.tar-ie.s t.o reag_, -!~_·om i .t. Th 
'!:! - I r,n q.uite fi4tur~lly ]fonds it to the 

JI pJ.:1~ ,III'I., l>ei-ng less. in l}.<lr,io~ 11;h.an he.; ,and the J,oJ::,n 11J,11, , . as. highest .offieer 

ei' the ,sF-a'ftillk;i<le. ~ Jiafid.s it to. the Pr-ies~l¥ niri•ctionaq,,.. ·These aecQunt,1;r of the 

o:er-ei:ilony' i ,p th~ syne.go.gue. a:t, the T-~mple :~e ,• t.ne old.est re.fer.en:es-s to tl:te ,11-on,,,, IO)(">. 

'The:f •refLe.'{tt oondi"t;'i'on-s e~i.stint, at , t-r~e ½,tes~, in· the ti~e o•f !irl.ppa Ii 41 A_.p:. 

:A.st-¢~ £.rotri. ·th.i..s. spe . .oi~ func-h<i.-on, in -~ cerempny •vft.iiob • qc¢uri,-ed but once 

d'onl}e'.otion wit}:} th..e: week;(y re11,10.:u-s., S:erv:i.ciis. Wne-n -Paul, the AJ;>o&'t.1!3_, 1U1d hls 

comp~:n.y earoe to :Ant iueh. in Ft:s-i.d:iEi: (kS'ia· Minbt) ·thi,y Went, in!l:;o, tne, ijw.ria:gq:@.e on ifre 

. Sal:?.bath day.,,, :~d a.t'ter th~ ~wr and: ·the propn~s h,ad b.~e~ r~ad t~e1 rul~rs :~.f. -the 

~ynagogue ( al J.~~'"""'.:r~~, l s.ent te ~!i~m i~it'ing: t~~m to· s_peak, a word ·Qf 'e:tth9r­

tat'ion .tb t~e __ 1i:eo,pJ:e_- (Acts ~ 

..,;.Thi,5 incident r-epr,e.sents the ofl'icers of. the sy.nfigogue: ~:a rdire.e:tfir.ig• the 

sebriee. J;n Luke l3: 14 it- ls said that t'he. rul~r 0-f the· s~s:g~gu~ .( J 4 '(' ~' -

o:-u✓a:F(<>S)beeo~e indlgnah~ be.o~us,e Je-sus -he~l.e.d i:~ one o.f '¼;l:J,~· ,t}:ynago:gui:ts. .o~ the 

Sabbath ,day. Without aou.'bt he n.s a.-·ctJrtg within }tj.~ ,pqwer· as direet:oJ- ·,of' tlie_. 

$e..rvi,c~ :w:hen he iE!primand:ed the sttMg~r. ThJ:s see~ t..o be· his ·b.aei6 i\i.ri.et-iQn. 

Se~ra.1 ins.cripti.ont meniiGin. t,he 4Toh~:s,YDa,g9;gue,. Oi'te ·r ,tQ~ smyr,n.a .irpeaks 

.' ""u i1l.v~ r.~s .(1) and ""'otner· tells t>£ the bt(:i.lding 0! .or a ,Jewe-~s Rui':ina,. a.fJf'" · · o: · • ...... ·· -
· .. i::. '""·' , .. ,;.0 ,;.,ie (~) Two from Rome 

.- .A. • • na '-·e·~ ng d• ·r·eoted bv t'u& -ar011<1.syn .... 1:, . .... - • . a s:yna:g.pgue 1n n.eg4: ... . u . .-., _.,. . ~ -

. . t •"tl - {S) Another nrenM..ons ·!in 
11ArQosy:n.a:g9 @s.,. 

m:e-r·e];y name the me.n wh◊• bo.r~ ,tl).1~ · -~ ·. e. · · 

i'.h C-ap. ua. .• (4) An ed:i6t .o,£ Emp·sr-or BonorliJ1:1 
( 3_99 c.»!) -speakEI .of .t'tteh.isyn_ag.c;,g-qes 

(5) ... 
6.al l Apo.s:bo1i • ~ • ,. . It. 'i ! of :ixnJ?o.rtanc.e 

~nd e:lders and thotte wh@m th.a Jews 

(,'.t) 
('2') 

(3) 

(4.) 

(s) · d •• ·•s.i:leah:lp,." C. · · t' ·. ...:i • • J E ·." .. · _.,&. • • • " · " . ·p·o·st le an . ~po .1; 1 ,e.u. :1en. ., • =-"' ~ 

I 
I 

,\ 
.\ 
' l 



,3.2 
inseri:p,t ',ions, f'ro:nt :Rome arta the "'ne ....... .....,., C'· · 

• · · , · · · - . ~ - . .1:~· ""' 3:pu~ ue of m~n who we•re 

l}f'.e-t':ifue·a bo:th _9-rel1,iS.ynago.gl.les· imcl a:t~6-n'.a. T:his shows: tb,at these. 

1 two officers ·we~:e · not identi<1a:l ·altlwu.,,.i,. Jda:rk '.6. '"2 ""'d u ·t 
9
. 

1
~ · _.,. 

1) . ' ' '. . &• .• . " <. .,..., .uia.. • · . ·: °" COu.1:us:e them.~ 

An.d. the· ,C"~~ation tr;arn the., edidt of Honorins shows tha·fr the ruh·. ·• - · . _ . . , , . . . . · . • . a,,, , .. l."'.J: •• agogue;:;. ~Y. 

not }>e i.dentifJea with. the .eldeis either. ~ije $¥flagoga1' of#ce't's ·were, 1;1ot t .h'.e 

1 muneC'ipal authoriti1;s--they .hwi . 1tpec.ial ;jur.fss1:t.igt:ii'on. · 

tfo conclu.sl'.'<;?ris 1as ~o t.l):e 0.haracdt'er of \-bh:e e,rclis~ynag·ogue can be d,r~,m fr.an 

the,, mer,e ·me-ntio-fi of t i}).~ t&-t.1e in \fafk 5 ~2-2, 3.5 ;,3'6 • 3e and Lule~ (t-:41 , .4•f}, nor t.he . men-
' 

that t}ie, of:f?ie~ was occnpiied ·in Gr.e~oe a:s 'Wa:11 a·s i~ Palestinian communiti:es. 'l'ha:t 
·~. 

eitp.e,r tpa:t a ~f.ferent. -cu.stem; ,with res·p~~t to the c.~ps of wiil:e in the house ef 

mour.nJ:n_g :preve:fle~ ¥1: ~a.Qyli.nia qr, th:a.-t the B-4b-y,lo;ni.e.n co~it_'ies had· :n.o o-.f.fii'.f~rs 

wbo ¢oul.d be,µ- th:is title. 

'It sh~u14 be: •a:l?'k~g· with re~ard t9 t4e /ioJ-:>.r1 ,µ-,"> ·wh~ther :tl\ere :was one 

sudh :in a oonmnmi t~ or severe::!.. Fo.r-' •e:1.though th.e pas.s.a,ges in. the. lli~hnah @d the 
. ,1· I 

one in the Tosert-e. speak of _th~ ;n91,f;-, , ,o.x:, and th6,$e: in, Luk~ l~,rl:4 m\i, .Acts ,1:.s,:a,11; 

0 ~ 'uhe ruler ·ef the s;y.na.go.gµe ,( o J.fJ' ·f'b:-().v'~raJ.f'os,t Ari~,s ltF15 mei:itions the -

It ,,,.robab-1y· ihe nil~ £or ~ oongr,.ega.tio-n to ba'Ve· but. one ., .was_ r ~ . 

J. 



lrn, ~.he .n.o.r:m wx~ , and others • . --'--- ........ i·t.·ed i · · · ··t· ' i.h · , ... uu ....... · n ·1nv1. ing .... . ~i.r 

ft 1,;>·i J 'nJ. · a!1 t he the.~tio'n of' th~ ~longs,iµ,~ oif these gro11=ps, tn tbe b.itraitha. guoted' 

i1:1 P~'8 ! ~b, top, .and in the I?as·si;g:e G-i ttin 60a, t:op, ih~ica'te•S. Their• pl.ace 

in -the §o:eia;I. sJ~~le, i :s. ab.ova clia~ity ove.r -s.e'e,r$ . e.ij_d tea.ohet•s of. c-hildren, but belei.W 

the'· o·-)1:,n •·-,.•.>.J~.n -§liJ.d tbe -,r,-;,- ·~ 1'1. l. ·i1ne.t, the-,m~<no •·111...r-, 'be.erune a soctal cla:ss 

points ·i;o the p.rol;ial;lilit~ that the office etmld 9e held fO:r l.;i.fe gn4. b'.~ tr·an·smitted 

t.l\ro~gti the £aim:ly, T~e u$e o.£ thE1 ti't;le ,lp-,rttYq✓Lf~j.oJ. with the .JJ~es· af :wo~·n 

JI (1} • . . . . 
@'d children. '8.13 ,itJ. ina~r-ip.~_i.t.>n9 cit:e.4 ·by ·~.ohur~t, - 1ndi-oates t'h?,t the honor of 

the o.f'fic~~ W8l.S sh.a.red by :tbe' family• -c:;·f th;e l'!:old:er Qf it., One. ins-cr.iption cit~·a 
. , ,: (aJ 

b;Y,' Scb&.~.r i~ of Julia:nµs,. E!,'.ij ·fµ"OO.'OQ ,wl,ros·e .£a:f;;h..frn ~s an i:Lf~f(/f'tlv'Ar.!a>ro :s • 

Less i _n di?i:ty tha,n ·th~ .:J:7QJ,::>:'il v,x-; but ·With dutj.es no·· le·s--s well- define}i 

o·r import&'!t. wa;s· :the .z,. o.J ~ n It n 

.. A . II~-- .jf / r n from th~ --~sy:rian r~ or 

When de.·si~ilat'ing a .sp>.a©ogue. offiden. 

•. .Th~, t1?ndenqy ha1s been ta derive tl;e word 

"haz-annu:11 - meMiilg ove;,seer or diieet.or. { 3) .., 

i;l,®i·es connecteo. with ,the :re,li,-giou.~ t ·etviee- par,ti¢u]ia-rl1 wit}:l the reading· of the ,J,a'w· 

While the temple wa.s ,fet ,itandin-g t.h~t~ were .. O':J r fl 111 the d'.istrtets of 

•T T· - ·- , ···k ( 1·~1 1 '"9) is a d'esccrfption of hew tlie fir-is't rruJt$. 'W!:!Nl -oudea-. In . o-s.ef·. B·i '• P• •v.. ; -•" · ·- · 

brcruglit by the pilgi"im.s to the temp'le ~t,. Jeru,alem; t'hey are men-tion~:d, a(lCOll!P~N"irg 
' . ... 

th. ... · 1 • (4) · · e ~Pl- ~ri-ms. 

(1) 

(2). 

"G" .. . 'h II 3 . e,sc • Il» p. 459 • 

.r 
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34 The earliest references to the r n talci 
I • / as ng part i n a synagogue service are the two passages in the llishn~ which describe the ~eremony attendant upon the 

reading from the Torah by the High Priest upon Yom Kippur and by the King at the 
eonolusion of the fil"st da.y of Suocoth of the year 8..f'ter the Sabbatical year. (1) 
The. oustom belongs to the f'irst half or the first Christian century (2) and was 
doubtless followed in the syn-agogue of the Temple at Jeruaalem. 

A similar a.ssooiation of the /r,, with the ;n1JJ ,oo appears in the three 
times repeated statement in the Palestinian Talmud (Jolna 44b5, Sota 22a22 , lleg. 
76b

59
): "R. Jose (2nd cent.) conrnanded Bar Uil:a, the ,,,., of the Babylonian congre'­

gat.ion: ''when there is one Torah let it be rolled behind the curtain ••• " ( 3 ) 
An instance is on record where the J'n hinusel.f' read f r om the Torah.: R Hanina b. 
Gamaliel ( 2nd cent.) went to Cabul and heard the flOJ:,i) I r11 reading a passage fl"om 
Genesi:,. (4.) In the Tosefta too_. (Meg. p. 227, 1. 11- 13) the /Tn appears to have 
the duty of reading from the Torah in the presence of the oongregation. He seems 
also to have one who takes his plaoe at that ts.me and waits on. him ( -rJJJ,i/ 7 n x 
I!, r T n 'k) - var . Leet-. ''S Irr,>., - Rape.x leg.) 

J 1llI 1 and Sota VII 7-8. :~ ;,o,:m 1r"took up t he ,,,,JJ •so and handed it om.a ' · h handed it to the ,~o; and he to the Righ to the .f' o, =>;iv. ou 1(, , te d th Hi gh ,Pl'iest in turn gave the;n,n~,oto 
Priest . If the ~ing was o rea e 
the ~ ing. 

(2) . I , iri a I and the incident belongs The Agrippa mentioned 1 n ~ota V 1• § 15 G p~h" First Div:Vol. II P• 157 to the year 41 A. D. accord1ng to Schurer es . ft • nt • 26 , 2 7). 

(3) 

.S 5 •S b,l 1.:z 1'.J'J/7 . .2-,.:z n,o,¥ b 
( ) ., , ,:, ,'")• ;>/ j p:,j f i'>CII )( 4 :!," '"'' /'"'2 , ;,•1 110J-,,1 1rn ,. I 

{ 228 1. 15) it is in the Tose.fta Meg.p. , But i n the parallel passage 
~anina himself who reads . 

I, 

I 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I I 

I I 
I 



~6 
We , ;:ie9 t :hi·s. siji_n~ e~n:nec:t:ion in the -p.ass'age in Je"" 8· ot 21as h 

· , ··· ·· ·, . • • · .... ,a .· . w er.e Shim'1;>n b~ 

.Ja:k1rn s~ys. of' the on.e ,wl:l.o ''Urt:;i ,up tlie T.ohah". . / r-n n - .:,.7 I • • • - • .. • •• J / • . 

· We are e:is.i'~~ed S;n ic!Ei'.nti'.f.l:r•ing the Jl. onil 
1
'tn by· t···he . 

5 
. t ..,., .. . . . . · · ~n enee in Epiphanius 

Just fin.i,h~9-. l:''~"1-!i'.ili'g i"rom the T:C?rah,. '1:hat. "he, cl.◊.i3l:ii:l the: bo-ok. gave _it age.in to 
< / ' 

th.e v.rr,r-e ·r 1p and sa..t: dl!)fin. "· Th.e tit+e UlT-1f:rlr1s:oe,cuts in. an: inseriptior.i fmm 

•.a •JewJ~b oemeter}'" l .1l !i9:me, (1) ind"icS:tiing that. t}_le o:ffic~ Vffl.$ oc◊upi,eq, .in .Rome. 

,al,s,q-•. 

In th~ i'-irst; par,t •Of ,h:e f()urth tjen.t ucy·tfa:t jFri wa:s: still: .,connected wit h 

the. Tor~ r-eac:Hng. R .• iji.ma, ·•an -.blO'r.a 'ot t-M.'t tim~, ··was: sitt.irtg J .n a· .eynagqgue 

and s-aw the /""" tcyirw;., -to ,persuadE!' .& ~ ··to, come -up ,fo:r th,e :±or.AA re·a;ct~ng (.Jer. 

Bijr .. 9.c61). The.re iis evidence in r.aboinle sources that ~n iat.er tµn~s the j)o.J:fn / t n 

r,e-.o.itea. pfa.ye.rs be.fore the .c.ong;regatlen. T:wo Palestinian fuojis o:f t he t hi-rd century 

:e:ritered a.. syna~ogue . . a.:z:id he.e:r<i :1;)i~-.- l r,n · reciting a. ce;rtai;~ pr'1~:,Ye.r (.i:er. Be;r. l 2d4p) t '­

Kq~ut, PJ1lieve..s .tM.-s to· h~v~· b:~·en ;fnt;~rP.Q'l~t~d a..~~:r; Micir,•. !l'eb.. to. P~ .• 19: 2 (Buber 'P. 

,e2') Wb.J eb, i ,s a,imo~t p;a;r.al;l:$.l .1;~ ··t :he '!J?,almuo;io, pa:_ss:~ge •. ( 3)., +f'. it is .not such an, 

i n the 

Anothe.r ment.i;cm ~f the rn fa. 1-n connecti.on wiith t h~• o•.ii\, ;,,::,-,~. By oom-

. · ' · J G~tt'-z 47 b6.·1 .;.l;. re i·t is stated that those who otter .p11rinoo the ;pa-ss_age, 1._n · er. . · .i; · J.ll · · "1118.. · . 
. .. .,,. . . . . . . . . . ~ (4) . 
the ble,~sing ar-~ P.d.e-sts b.ut' t :he J'n mu.st pe an ord1D.a.Ij' Israell.te.. Wl.th 

(5) 0111 ."u. s25 39 end• (s) 
t··n·· e·· B b s t !Zs~.· b e low:, · · and· bl Sifre " ~ simil~r .,passaijes in · a .• ·o- a: v 

· f :..h ,J.,r .. 1·n th.· is o·eremo~" )Vas to St\Y the word whioh we f:i:-nd that the function o. · ,., · e ,, " 

Ti) 
(2.) 

Ci t~d bw s,~hiirer ·op . pi, t: '9 . 28 

7' ;>3 I") 'TT 'fl"-, j' J'S 'X.2. 
: X -, , j il I >1-2) i'J. -,S I -, ~,:, .!, X ✓-1 

cf. J ~ E. A.rt . 111~z.za.n.~ 
o. 1n JJT ., , I x nx ✓ > 
, """ ... F''9:,, nx 
JJ'l!>'f'J "2Ji' -,>J,y • 
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,ta:rteµ. the prie~ts· iti. their utt~rance. 

A duty 'Very like this dne. is the u:uty of th..!3 I rn on the oec.a·don of a 

public: fast where it -was he who. ip.dio.ated to the p'rieats j'us:t :when they, ·sh:oul d sound 
the t rumpets . A desoriptio.n of the p;ublic fast is to be . .found in the bare.ith~ 

quoted in Ta.an . 16b .( 
1

) such a fast was held under the directiqns of / 1 'l J 'Jn 

/' inJ7 in 'Sil.min ,at t .he beginning of· the second century, undel' ".1'7~.j n . .., in 
(1.a} Se.pp.hor.is and in New , estament times as well. Si.m:Ua:rly in the service~ in the 

great temple at Alexandria.• dese-rib~.o. by Judah b . Il/jl.i, th.e r" stood upon a: 

,., .p • :i. of wood waving a handker•ohief at the proper times , to signal to the congrega­

tion to say "Amen" (Suk. Slb; Jer . Suk. 55a- b; Tosef. Suk. p. 198, 1 . 23). 

The ,announcing proclivity of the 1rn is furtn&r evidenced .by t ·he fact 

that it was he who blew thj3 trl.Ulq)e~ from the roof of his -house to proclaim the 

advent of t:tie Sabbath: .and o-f f.e,-sti vals and to warn the pec;,ple tti cea:13e ftom their 

work, ( Z) he wh~ oalled the rabl,jinio assembl y to order (3 ) ~d he who ip.formed th~ 
(4) . rabbis- that the time to hunt fo-r the ynn had c:ome •. 

(3) 

(4) 

'The .ffara.itha is very- like T'os. T-aan .. p . 215, 1. 18 - P· 216, 1 ,11 . 
11 

• M t r. · "s t · of'. Ma.t. 6; a as ipter-pretad: :t:iy .8uchler, aecord1.ng to on e .1ore, · ynop 10 
,Gospels" Vol. II, P• 531 . 
Shab. 35b - flO.I.Ja ;rn -,1..Jl.'V .ov;·:;a 1/P'f ,,. Xl'Jn (,=--> ·o1' '"l'lf 
oPl:I lf 5x 

1
,.,,,Ji •ttJj ] '?;17 ,-,./1.n4 ,::, ·x 15 -,.17,r. ,.n •.:J$ n:,1 111 7,'J tl)!/ :./, 9 1 1/J n•.1,:, o<t>r, 1;,;, llllt'">c1. ./1.o./>,"l trn !I "' ' ,v/.l!I. the rest of tbe p_e.ssage tells for what pur.Jlose the triunpet- was kept on the roof. T~e entire quot:ation is -a baraithe. similar tp Tosef. Suk., P• 199, 1 . 16 win.ch is pfo.ba'l?l:r al;so • quo~ed iitl ,Jer •. Shap~ l&a:53, 

~ ' 6 , L, ,.n;, ?t>J..,>r ;rr,n f'J'T •;,,-,7 r,>.,x Jer • ..Ber. 7d - :.1 ~ •p.17;, -~lft ",,.,, 
. J7 '•- '~, ··•1· .,_,,. •/-.··• • ;n /(.,""·' •o,/'' ';> ">~XI 

cf, Sh;ab. 118b - X 'S! w •?,"f,1Ji1 - - ...., ,.,✓,, ,,µ " 



Ie,Etves th·e , q.u:ffst,io~ .open,. 

As with tl1e..,JJOJ.:M1
• wn ![Q.µqt :rs Qas,t u:pon the e:nstene~ of. the ofi'ie~ of 

.n;o.Ji.~n /"R amo;ig -Babyl0nia.,l'!, oo-ng:r:e@-lti,on-s· qy, the variation in t lie read'¥tg of the 

ba..~ai<tha to:Q:nd -in Jer •· .?er .• ·s-a?:3 whe~e i~ a;ppe~rs i-p the ij_~py.lonian Talmud (~et Bb}. 

-TJi~ 6'ahyl.9r4$:Jl. s.purce <t~ans'lat.es .r,.o~?P y-n ef. t .he P~lestJni'.~ s:ol;;ll'i).e '. with 

-, 1 ,JI TJ. I J , ffJ (1) 

who li:;..e.d in Lydd'!?. at the t.ime when a.a.bba.n, &@.l8.1.ie1 .was· oon:d\rot-1.11g t:,he aoe,.4e~ (en!l 

'cif liit cent.) fa. o,'alled l1J.lh4,n,, in one oas,e ( !tose-f, ·Pas~ p. l~:9 1,.,gj an~ .1rn in another 

(bat~ quot,ed irt Je-r. "' Ber. va6:),.; Possib.ly the p:n ef a ,syne;gogue was ·::a,psointed to 

hi~ o'f.f.ioe. in nill.~h -thE!. ·s.mne vr~y .a.i a judg~,. :by sore reQCc>gn.i~.Qd authoti;J;y {ct'.. t.he 

d-i.sfl!:ls.i~n .ahoye p. 22:;e ) 

.It app~e.:r:s fr.om Joma ·110· that t)?e Jloj:m Jrtt ocQ~tionatll~ live.d in the. 

syn,-g:ogue. (a) 

There, ~re a few .st.atement:a and i'.eiMrkil pre,sei"'v:t,d: fer us· which :tell of hO'I! 

the furids and ma.-ter•ials for the o.utld:!..Iig• ~.f t ,he synf\g;~gue, were seo-gre4, The f-irst 

is -.tihe :sta,.-bement that th& inhabitant~. •of ~ ¢,Hy ms;y ,assess one ano~he.r i'<>•r the 

;P,Ul'pO..S'e 0£ building' a. $yh,ag-0~e._-<G)· nits JraB, ~ JUd~e·,, the customary wa.>y of cioing: 

a s•e.1£-impo.sed tax:, whi<;h ·®.y :have been t-he same .fo,r, ·all 'bu.t ri;s. ·m0r~ pro.b.~bly bor.ne 

1. Th·e .. . .. we. ·re . "',:.t fn· · a·n· v. ·re:s"'"'nt s:L'lli lai" to the · s,~agogeil ,-,offioer ·c~lled •· ·y;nt •i.rn · ,..., · v ' · r<> .. · · .... · ' . • • · Vi . • 
, r ',,, . • They. were gua,tds or:;: oyersee:rs of ':~'a_: o:itr•. e, krlfi:V<~ _ro.r e~-

. • Ii, of the ,x.p,7,a,J-m,r /J'i:f'I ( 1 ,A.r·. 6~)', ~d ha:ve , menti0.n aise ,of w,9.tpbmen'f!".' 
(! !'~ •.Jfh ) in the ti,.m:~ o·f t,h~ .Saoyl:onim te_at,h.e.ts· Rabb~ a.nu Abe.ye - 30Q 
A.D. :(B.M. ·9:30). 

, "" ,P.'·.:Z. / :2 ,e, • ~ -Q.0./,2.;'J .l71,l;J. 11 .;/J:1 C-z') + ) I /] ✓-., 0 ,✓ ..}. il ' I. r ) , .J ,,,-, , ; -,. 
( 

• ) ·" , ., .,. ,17'' Ji ,7 .2; /, x ,i; ·I ;, t I r .LJ .:i ·:,,,,,,,tEJ o:t1:>1JJ,, :,,•1n;; 2n~ Gent. ·. <,J i 'l"• ~ · 
(3) Tos • .fi.M. p. :$'9.0,1 ~9- Ao-J,.;,;, Jr':1- o;,J. JTfJ.:,.J ;,r .n,e ,n ,,,,,n •'J:i /' 0 ,..,, 



to a large extent by the prominent and wealthy members of the eommunity. (I) 
We5,,,I:iberg suggests tha:t since. transient·s had a claim upon the synagogues of eities(za 
they had been ts.xed, no doubt , for th: erection o_f, the building_. ( 3} 

''there· are cases on r ecord ·where a synagogue \mS built Qy ~n individual. 
In Alexandria a ?_nan named Oriias_~.!J.t ~mple to rivg.l ·that •at ,Jerusalem, (ll. J. ~Y 
7, 101-2- 3). 1n Cap~rn~WI\ a centurion built ,a, synagogue for the Jews. The eJ.ders ~aid 
.of him: 

11 
lie love,s ou.r n.ati~n and has built us a • synagogue . " (Luke 7 :5) The .Pal­

estinian· amor.a Re.mi ba:r ·Aba in 'the fourth century built a house of prayer . (4 ) 
11; mfs permissible for one to forswear use of )rl s mm house an!i l,et -it be (5) 

made use of e.s. a synagogue. Simibrly the he~se q£ f\quila and _prisoqla in I a city of ~sia:- Mill,or was used as a church by the Christians of the' time of Paul 
( I Cor . 16; 19 )~) Sqh~er augges,ts tha.t the "13·yn~go11re. Bolwnni " of R9m:e may have beeb 
s-0 nruned either beca'lll:e it :was founded by one named Voluttinus or beeaus~ the oongrega-

(1) cf. Bueehler 11 The J~sh Community ol' ·Sepphori s, 11pp. 55- 43 .• 
(2) Meg. 2Sa; Je-r, . Meg. 73d38,. 74a57 

(3) Op·. cit. P• -6-01 . 

(4). 

(5) 

(6) ,I 

I 

~ 
~ 
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At t,im~s· :~ne. wottld hol:d hb1weH' r-e;sp.onsihle..· t_or -a !t"l"r:t.· ·~ t ·'" · t t 
. t'""' 0:-.i. ·. :ae .. s ·ru¢ -ure •. 

I.n tn~ T-ose,(ta. <b})e. Si tuat-ion: 'is eons¼¢er,~d whel"'e· one li:as. su.bsert:bed a beam to 
. ..:l (2}. =-- . ' . . . . ·, . . ... 

J/ruilJ. ta s~ago-gl(e. r rom. nhe, r~;1,ns of a. syn~gegu.e · i:n 11:efF rrtr'' im. ,we have tl'i:e 

i':p.sc:r:i,-ptfon ~feh: ·;:.eeprs to have. ,read: "Jose, the Levit~ •. t.lie ~on of tevi._; , P,Ut 

~P t~s ;l'i.n'b'ei,; a. b'le:ss_ing rest upon :his fflWk. 11 C:3) The a,ite q:pori, whie.h the 

~~agogtie .of s:ardis wa~ e.reet:,ed• m~ dd)iate.d to tne·· Jew~~h ·memhe:r-a ,of: tM coJlirilunity 

o-r' Sai'di.s, •by, 1;;'he senate 0£ the S~raioos. (.4) It. mi..s not unusual for. a,n orni:IJnen-t 

ut ' ··1 f ""h · " ·t b d t d .,. .. ·. · · ··1• · ·r"" · ... (5 ), · . b or . . e-ns:i: · o J;,' ,e, syna~o:g,.;..e o _e. _. o.ne.: e .. · a .. a, _.J."ree. m . 11, 9 :1:·e.ring · even .. Y· non-

Je.:vrs (&.). T>be -ruin'$; Qf the· sy.mrg0g:u.e '¢:t" .fTEl.)Illll~-i,,if retafn i;h~ fl;8lfi~.s off eertai-n 

P~\t'lH;i>pS: ~b..o c.o.nt-ribut~.d mQi;aHi WQJ!k fo.r t!lfe, flOQl'S. (.7 ) 

Ai:lid~ froj:n i~~ s-~rvic:ets; •a.a. ·a cult 'houae, ·.s.ehool b'uil.d.iii&-, ~ourt and 

,eent_ef r.oli' :adm:i.J.'.J,ist~r-in-g chirit.y: i$ioh, us~s ~re. ·desitrw.t:ed oth.erwh:ere;e • iihe · s~--

1gogue seem.~ to nave, r~nde~ed m~y•. otqer serv-i•o·e·s t-s the cotnmµn,5:.ty. 

In the. nudd'l-e. of ·t]1e '3rd cef:!t~;r,y. 11• !s1 o.t E~bylonia ~de tpe, st-a~nient 

th.at. no:ehif\' n~.:e. -s.-acrild was- -in. p:1aee in the s_ynag◊gue_, and s~gg?·sted. that •t~c'kon:tng 

:(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

An~. 14,. 10~·~-

To-s:e.f', Meg. ',J? 2:24,, 1 • . 15.. 

'kr. 6b - , .i~f . il'I· i!J ✓ .:,;, JJ • 2 :J-
Jer. ·Meg-·.- '74a29 ;... .,il,9 ./~ /"J .n ' ~ J 

.( "")' E b. 11'J·u·_a... ,Go;t:;:tesd, ienst •" P • 4,'f8 ..• ~ eif'. • 1 .ogen,, 

t 
l 

i 

,I~ 
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au:t l:ii& fe.lest.1:nia:n Oi:i'ntempbi'ary, :R._ Jol:l!!:n..a:-n permitted tne· diseus.sjon, oJJ 

. ·· · · ' h. · · (2) . 
publ.lc a;!)f.~:J..r~ t"e.l\e, •everL onr, th'q _S.a;bb~a'th:_ •. '. .And in t~e days ·.of Jos~phµs a gr,·eAt 

' ' 
lil!:!-S$- lll-~e.v~ng f:qr. the ar.r.a.ngem.~n~ ·of!' ~- CQni:m\;ln~l nint'ter wa.~ :he_ld il~ :/the. E:rosat,e-h~ of; 

( 3). 
Ti)13r.i,as • 

In' th~ 'J:'o-s:~:r:ta~an&the.r ear1j- J>ale'S'ttl;li~:n so.?J"'oe-the. rule. ~gain.st profa)"(a;,. 

t :hm ts. rep~ated )'ti:th t.he :ad.dad - ~p:eo1f'ie.a-t:ions· ~t Wt# d..o not t .ake re~e tp.e_re 

.from the ·heat Qf th1:1 SUIJ-" .frl:)m cola o:r .from ra,i -n, riei,t heF eat pm:: dr.ihk ,no-r s-l-eep 

t-h:e.l'-e,, do no:t go we:l~ing or seJ~'.k pl{!:S::s\l.re- in the ,~a-g.ogµes but onl;y -r~a~, the 

'.l:'bba.h·. in theln,-st.ucly ·and ex.pound, and, hold. pub·lr¢ mo:nr-ni:~g setVciee;, . :(4L.thi.s .:while 

even hale! •a:" fun~rf:l-1 Upon the. sit.e. ('5:) 

But doubt is Q,®t up6n ·t ,h~ univ.er.s~·lity-- dt' :the p.r.ofiib'itlons l;iy.- su()h e. . ' 

oo~tl!'ad.icto~y- l,-it· of evid:ei<!,o.,e- a:s t,he qu,eJ~tto.n l,)f· R_ • . Jtir:emfuan up.6-n t -he- r,ee:.son for 

. . (6) 
ri' p,•--,. ::i. in,- t ,h_e synp.go,gue. · If·:no ·e~tillg :was do~ tb:e':e ever, th~:re would never 

th-:i:.s could be a~n.e only at· a me.al.. lt was done ,. e,Qcotd.'int to S8lltlie1. because 

th. 'IY -- • ·(·P · '"101) Th .. ow_ e· i:3 ,r. 8"'0'l"d ·of. c,~rla_in tra-n:::lerits: . .had ··b'h!3ir meab in ~. $Nnagqe,:ue,. .e.... · • • • ..,,. · "" 

~il:>bi,s w.ho• atti i:n the. $:yti:a,g_ogµe t j~r • 'Ber• 5~4, Sb.s,;l> • ~~56} • Th.~re was eating in 
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R. I:mtti should na:rfily ha.we, instru~1:;e;a ·x ,i., r, o- t .. •. ·. d · , 
· o, prov1. e quart.ers in t:he •sy.na-

g:ogue ~or- t-ra.ve;l 1 i:ir s. ( 1 ) J et'~>Jne 'Sp_e.a .. k~ · f · 0 · a . sypagqgJJ;e vm-i:oh q :s use4 a·s a . librarr 
' ·( 2) ~ 

{ 
0Ep:t,st-olae" 36, bt;,:gtnnd;n:g,), •. 

After the de,s:it.rucretc:m of' the T~~'le •arµ1oµnd~ment ot lost ~-rtiol.e,s. W8;s­

·mad& in -t?-he synag.QgUes,. So 'it was d.ecreed (b,ae~. in. ?3 •. M." a&.a) and such wa~ tb.e 

practJee {Jer . 13.M .... so
70}.. We r.e~d· ·also o!f tfie reb~ti~on l:Jf ,,ey WOlnM against lier 

A. slav~ was •tne.n'lmlitted in a ,. ~ '. 

-And the .very £act t:hat: 001,1rt' .se-ssioljs we~~ some~lues hela in f.he synago;~e: 

(s1;1~ above P~-24 )· and che.rit~, .. c·ontributio.n-s made the~e· {~ee.. l;iei:m,, p. 5&), show:s 

;th~t t};l.e s:pe.oifi·ea ,ries:bri<rtions were. not ta.ken literally c;,_r gsin~rally ,a.pp-lie~. 

Fr~otioe 'd.oubtles:s. v~ried a..ru3. we tl'o Wl'o,ng J;-o loO'k for.· '\:Uiif'armity. Xh~ fa:9.t• re.ma.ins 

that t~e s_yn~gegue buil&iri,g did ~erv.e., j,;f rto:t. '.t:1-l~ys. at least oft.en.~ as a public 

me-et:tng-ple.ce ~d Qenter fer. commµna.:J: •af'..£,a,,i.rs,. 

Elibo~en ~e.r, J~disohe Gott:e,sdie~st" p. 45~ J ;sug-ge.s.\t'S t:~t ,th~r~ 'lll$.}' have 

bee.n ro.oms adjoining the sy:na:t.o.gue prope~ whe?''e secular· -matter.,s :wer,e J>ennissi'bie. 

T.ne £fl.et th~t t .h~ /"fl,1 l.i:ved. j.n -bh.-e syn$;~Qgue at times, t~~ft;itie,s to the .exist.en.de 

,p.J: SJ.leh,;. :r<tom.s· (J~~ lJb). Ru.ins at t ,~ ~yn~~ue ci£ H~-Lif i .n N. Af.rios. .sho1'$ 

tha:1; it ti~a i'i;t't;e~n rooms·,;, this s,-yn~gpg)le l;>e.l.engis to the thi:rd o,r fourth oent~y 

( pf, El D'.Q,ge~, :P. 41Yl f. ) 

Dis1;inotion·· mu~t be- drawn bet:ween the sy:n~g6g-!U ~ommunity and the munici-

1 .. .._ The :veMr faot that in •Y ~:.i:ti,e.s therEt e~i,sted :a nUI)ll!·er. ol' synagogue,s p.a " eGmmum,,i,y • - ., 

a.ldngside o,f, ea:oh ot"he•r ~ as. in, Rome·, Al~~~pclr 'i~, Je-r'i.!;s~i;8l!l., Sep_plt<'iri:.s e..nd 'Tiberiaa-; 

' 1 : 

(3) 
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sh~s that t-he ./10✓~;, •✓~ or memb'ers of the synagogal oonimunit_y, fox:med div isiQns 
within tne' 1':8:I'ger group. They were all ,•,1,-, •.n or citi-zen.s· of th~ mµnioipality , 
but they belenged to a certain- congregation in addition. to this . The members 
of the cotigegation ·as it "'11,s as13emlied in the syn4g¢.gue were eallea J1on,-, •-1~ 

(Tose-f. Meg., P· 2.2:3, l. 20. p·. g2t3 , 1. 5; Bar . in 14'.~. 22b, bottom) . Th.e divisions 
were ~long e0eia~ l ines , either according t.o or~gin or according to trade. The 
Ba.byl oni,ans had their own synagogue at Sepphoris (Jer . 'Ber . 9a32), the Alexan­
drians at Jerusalem (Tosef. l!e.g. ·p. 224, l . 26- -of. Acts 6 :9),. th,e Romans, po.ssibly 
i,n a Babylonian city (Meg. 26b) and the Eleans and :Rhc.dia.n.s at Rome (according to 
one the~y of Sch{irers"'Geme.indeyer-f~, " p . 17) . The freed sl aves ( Libertines) o.f 
Jeru1:1a,lem. s.eem to ,. hilve had their PW?l syn'agogue (Aot:s 6 :•9) , the lime 'burners of 

( . " ) Ro~e Schurer, loo. cit . • and in Alexandria tbe oooupa.tional groups had each 
their• section_ ·of se,ats in the great s~gogue (Tos~f . Suk. , p. 198, 1. 25}. 

On the other hand. ~e would suppose that in the smaller col!llmlilities the 
congr~gation and the municipality, 'll'OUld be conterminous. And jr, the literature 
we do find the term ,11ann -~~ used_ to i;lesignate the civir. group·; (;i.) an,d cont~ari­wise the term l '..VJ'l •1:1. to designate the congregatipn: If the 1 •11;, ,.,:,. sell the 
city square they may purchas~ a s_ynagogue wit h the proceeds. " (Meg. III,l) ., or 
u "-h for. th.e buildi"".· of ,a "'.'f'MO."'ocrµe • (Tosef. B. ).{. 
The ,:,;, 'J;). 'Il11J,.y assess one -ru10.., el' ••o -~·· c o 

p . 3Q6, 1., z_.g~. The ./1't>·Pt'1. m:i. is emunerated among the, ob.ject•s that belong to ,t .he 
eity in the :inventory _in, the Mishnah (Ned. v:s). From -vrhich it .seems that the 
civil and religious b<:>dies •were as a rule egua:~:alent, where Jews form the majority 
of the city• and where the population is not so large that it divides into social 

groups . 

(1) 
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'N - EOUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

Inasnru~ as the synagogal servioe partook of the nature of rell.gious 

instr-uct'ion and the synagogue itself was not different from a school the communit, 

organization for -educa.tio1la1 purpote.s can not be dealt with a_part _from the synagogue. 
To hou.se st.udious ones 'Who gat_h~red.,day 'b.y da7 wi~h.i.n its walls (l), no less than 

i;;o serv-e as e. plaoe for Sabbath observe.nee the syn1.3,gotp19 was built. and the nature 

of the daily inforlnB:l gatherings there for study did not require anything, further 

by wa,y of ortanizat :i.on· than the general (;l'onsti tuti-oh of the synag.ogal colll!Uunity 

prov-ided. 

But de~nding ,addit-io.n.al. organization and comnnmity ~onC"ern c~ the 

public sohool for the instruction of children. There can be desultory eduoaj;i0n 

from .father to son or from private ·tutor to h;i.-s charge without partioular public 

care. That itl all likelihood was the state of affairs in the early stages of the 

hist-ory of Ji,w:-l ... sh eduoe.tion. But there came a time wnen system was introduced 

and th~ ide-a· toQk hold ti).a::t the education of ·tne young is the concern· of all; and 

it the~ Qeca.me necessary for th, oo)l'l!l\unit,y to prov.ide the means. 

It is ~ot easy to det-~rmiµe just when the elem~ntary school put in its 

The t -ad•tio_n is that Simeon b. Shetah (cir. 100 B.C.) fir-st ordained appearance. _ ~ • • 

that children must e.ftend .sohool- -

( '4:)· t ·11 f an incident which happened while Herod 1Jer. Ket. 32e · • Josephus e s o 

w.a,s ·yet, .a child and •going· te school0 (';Ant'1 1s .• 10.s). A decree of'. Caesar A\lgustus 

• 1{ 29 I I .i X I 't ( 1) R. Aha.ye studied in the ~yna~ogue ¢ustom,·arily ' eg. a-
.-. -,r✓ j';f.l:,f )(../7'~ X;JO')~ 1 Xlil ~'')I.) •.2.1 ><Jo' ),l •,r~;, ~, _rrrJ 11,•.Jn,vrr 110 )('Jlw'NJ •.2;... ,,. 

· · · J B 6 :6,D.) __ J .shua b . Levi a Paletstinian ,l(JJ.u•,~. ·so Abb.ahu in Caesarea· er er. a . .._ 0 
· d s~'-ools belong to the · cl · t said that the syna.go.gues an. · · ,~ · · .Amor~ oC :the _tbi: ct-~n ~ry, ; · Me. 74a64, _·_ Study ia one of the spsoified schol~rs and their d;i.soiplesJ J~r _ g . 

225 1 • 2 e.nd Meg. 2sa~b- p1•0;:, •111. uses of the syn,agog:µe: .Tosef ~ "!el!:• P• • 
!; 't;ll 1n:J. j' ILl"1 f'1I j'Jltb/ ,.,,,,--,~·• 



uoted by Jo,s'ephus ( ;'Ant 11 16 6 2) • 
q . . . . • , , . • menti.ons the public school as 
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a peer of the 
s~gogue. Il:i the !few Testam_ent the 

ne..arest approach to the mentio.n of a. aahool 

said of M~ry ( Luke· 10 1 39) that she &at a.t Jesus ' feet and heai,d hi 
8 

.is w}.-J.at is 

word_, and the statement of Paul (Acts 22:3): "I ..... J b . 
• ...... a ew orn in Tarsus in Cilicia 

yet brought up il] th~s city Jl.t the feet of Gante,liel a:nd t.,,,.,.h... ,. • di . t t 'h 
_ • ""l'<o .. a ... cor ng o• · e 

perf'ect JDa:D.n~r of the' law of the father-s . 11 A. t r .adition recorded in .B. a. Zla 

states that Joshua b. Gemla, 1Vho was t~e hig!). prie,s:t about 63- 65 c.E·~, ·"enacted 

that teache r •s be appo.i nted in ~ery province and in &very town and children of 

.~ix _or ,seven yea.rs of age be bn:mght to them:" '7JJS.>, /•::1. 1 (1)1;>,] ti>'!O l"'.n 
• r /3,.J I p-:, t.J:J')( ·O'o 'J;J ~, '1 ';,tJl ) ','J ~ -;JP I' r,;J•7r;1 i'I J "1·~ · '!):,.:z: .t:11p.t,J,.J'li 

Jose-phus and' Piino. eR>r·essing the thought of their- time in this regard, reflect 

a public opini~n alive to the n~ed and suggest tnat the need was bei~g met: 

Said Josephus: ''Our principal care 0£ all is this •. to edu~ate our chiidren well 11 

(Contra App. 1,12). And again: "As for our people, if ~y,body do but ask anyone 

of t.hem ·e.bdu:t our laws, he will more readilY. te,ll them t 'han he will te'll his own 

nam~ , and this in con·sequence. of our having learned them immediately; a.~ soon as 

,ever we beo~t1 sensibl'e 0£ anything" ( i'l:!i.d. z., 18) . Philo i ~ just as ·,explicit : 

11
Sinc-e the Jews esteem their lav/8 as divine revelations , and are instructed in 

~novriedge of t~em from their earliest youth, th.ey bea,T t~ image off ;the bw in 

their souls 11 
( "Leg. ad. Caium11

, 31). "They are t-aught, so to speak, from their 

swaddling clothes by their parents , teachers ( 114 f4a.. J'r.o(4.l✓ ) , an(;l those who bring 

them up 9 even before instruction in the sac:bed laws and the unwritta:~ customs , 

to believe in God ., the one Father and Creator of t)le world 11 (ibid., loc. cit.). A. 

Tannaiit:i.o stat.emertt wh.ich is gl osaed by R. Akiba., says that no good Jew would 

live i n a community whi ch was without a teacher of children - a JJ!flJ'.lr -,>JS~ 

( th. sch'.ool m.av: have existed as an or g~z-s.tion 
· Sanh:ed. l 7b). How l e>ng s.oever e ., 

· to the openin« of th~ Chr istian eta it is 
directed by the co.llllllunity previous b 

. i t Oh · t·◄ ..... o"'.nfl, i..-., t: he seho~l had attained promine.noQ 
evi~ent that by •the r. rs · ris i .... , .,, • - ·11 · · ·. · 

life and had established itself thr oughout the Jewish world. 
i n Jewish co.mm.unity 

Upon two quest iol'lB connected with the school, 
Tht\,re i.s material at han4 



-t'he q·ttestion o,f" wh:at building~ liouse4 th:e.· s eheol 
and the, ques:t:-ioh •of how teachers 
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were ·p:rovided •. · 

:As lio t',l:ie Rlgce of i.nstru.ctic.n three, cus~nm· s· "°'n· be d ' t. • •· h d. - - .- '"'·" ...... , 1,s ·,q1g1.1.;,.s _·e ., 

Qooa.sienally the sc:hoo1. was e·Q·rta.u t · d • th h · -. · .. o e ln · e , Qme of ~!le in1ftruct.or; tn other 

cases the s.~./ ag;ogu ___ e wa:·s · tl-1,~ soh.r-o. 1 a.•.s we.· 11. ,and: ·t 1 
,, • 1 wa::s .a sq_ :t,he pra:ct4:e,e t-o er~i-ct 

a sehool:- 1toti'se {tlo.n,gtsid.~ tl'!e ~flla.;~qgue. 

lnsfa•,tictfon- in the home of the teac-li:~:r 1vro:s. p°i'cib.ao1r the origj.t;J,al m~r~hQ'cl-­

beitrg cO!T(pa.re:ble ·to in·strudtion by the father·.• Ill the: o._~ya o:f ben ~il',al:! :ti wa--s 
o · 

sSJ;id ae th:a't; t.e.a•oh&.s his son m.akes th~ ,~netJW je'td,ou.s;, e;nd befere. his friena:s he 

rej-01~:e13. i ,n ·hint (30,::s).; tmd at. a:b'ou..t the s.ame· time it; ~ ~ reco:rd.'ed th,a.-t t~;v:i_ 

·" adv,ii~~<i ·}ais ·sons:: .D.o-ye _al&o .t .each your cai1dren lett~r,s that t-her, may :ha.ve-

und-e);'sta,ndi:p.g: _s.11 thei:r life,. i:-e:~ding 'Uncfe.e.singl_y in t·he bvt crf G.o.d11 {Tes±.·. of 

12 Fatr_:La-+~hs; .li-~;v:i . 13: a); bu-t '!;;;li,i~r_e wa.s 13;:1s:O. ~\.µ'ten~ i:;he. ,a!l'9J•c'&·;- ''se~ who»h~s 

und~r,~t·a:naing. and $.e~k him aa:1i],y-; a;n~ let ye'!Jr f.erbt wear my thr~sf).old.11 (·Ehe:lv:s . 6 :-36},. 

~d. .. s:i.mlla;r to it in ~ner th.~ sa'Y;bg a.seribed to Joshi,ia. b,. Pe~~ys. "¢lo lived 

in the· secon~ pr.e-Chri'st4an c~nfa1ry~ itGet yotir.S:e·H' a teache.r
11 

.- 5..-, .,~ 1>1/J..fJ (,A:,both 

r::.s) •. 

It is as· it ·.11 pedato~µe -O'I' pl."iv.a~e tu~or :Ls '$~eured to gµlde. 'the steps 

or the, child. Jos.epnus s:peaks of 11a S-ef:.'y~nt ·of· mime .:vme ·~ · an .e-nnueh and iny 

, ~ J.i 'II ( flfr.•J. · ·u '76) . 'Pau·l ... ·,•.o __ ·m!Tl·~ ...... e,s •he- ~ t .e_ a tta. t da: •v."1.r•Q), -find, the .Te:wish son .a 1.u.,,.-.or, -v--:i;;1:1a. · , ,, .· "' 'J:(""" t1- 1 

pe·o_ple to an-h~ir "rune.er t:m-o~s a~q. governors. wit-il thf t~m~· ~P:PPil).ted ei tµe 

.f~ther 11 (G$l. :,: 'z4-i5,. 4:i.-2). 'The many t ·hat. a:-t;t~nded '}.pcm- Judas, the Essani.o 
11 • I.I ) 

s
9
otl::is,a.y~r. as. his. sch:<::d.iµ-,s, are ta.°s young m~n with ,a t:1:1t9:i;- (Jo'l;. ·B •. J. l-·, ~-,.,5 • 

'O:lis i~ not yet of oou:rs·t~ -~ p,1,iq,1,te soJ;ioo1 1 .str~ictly S?~ajtipg;. lt is 

Th:e .~e,l:ioel ( a-_x•oA'1 )· .of TY!1"ant1~$ ~t- E.:Q:tiesus 

.h O · · mind t a. knew wru:oh of hie 
h 

1 t· . oe· ,.,-:tur~,· who,. he :sa-ys, fl. '' onoe, a . . .· . . . 
Se'eo_n~ pre-0 -l"(l.s · ,:·an ,,, .,. 



But; tlle ,cle~Ast iiet'.ehene.e to- a ,se~jn~'ngly. ·public soboo,l i:n t.h_e· no.us:e. of 

~he :tn~:t.ru¢,t;o-r is tn.e ::rne-rition in B'.B; .21-a: of. ·- /2.J ,/J".2- ~-It/ ~ 1 :,1,.,,,.;., 1,f'lh•.·i .. . . .. I ., ~-, - I-'- .1 . tu-e.n 

of t-he hrov.se ot t~ei-r t~~ner. 
11 

In the ·bar~ii;-ha quoted, in B!ff~ i-lb trQ th~,ef.tect< 

'that 'the ocrc:µpa,nts 9._f a- C'.ourt ,ma.y• agr-e:e anion~-t hem.s~lve-s ~4a.t nQ•· ta.i:lqr or 

t-ruµier , t ·en-cher o·f? 9hildr~h or- e:rti.sim lm.ty settle runon~ -them', (l) tb.e o:OJ.e.etlori: 

.se:ein:e, to b:e-, tha.·t. :uhe .o1'amo_.r , of ... -1-n_:·e· c-hil(l-·,._.,,_n ~-.... t"'- h. " · f t-... t h • '« , . ..,. ..... . . u!:I: · o ... &e .Q · .. ue -,eac • er is 

rr·om the. £:r..e.q.().ei\t merl:tJon• of ohildr-en at t>he'i-r .. studies 'in 'tihe JJW-:J'il jl•:i : W~ ~re 

told in 8.ha:b,. I:3 th,ttt ·t:be ti'O:J:>.:t, /r'nrn.ay lo.ok over the i;;ooulde.r.s of the eh:i.lar..e.n . 

. wtto a_re. ll~~din~ f pom t~e :T,o.;:-.ah. S-):li.m,' qn b •. G•li~i:l f2pq. ce:tJ,t)· -i~; teapb.ns'ible. :f,or 

the' st:at·ement 't,b~t there, :w-ere ,400 ,fi~~gdg1:xes . i:q. Bit-t,ar (pe~· J.erusalem} ea·~~- 9£ 

which fi:ouse·d, 400 t:eQ,oh~r-s Gf eh,ildfen (t;.~t• s·s~). {2J It i-s re·e-ordecl .of the great· 

gre.~dson. of ~J-,.J/ ~ •°? . '! in. ; who lfve·d. at the 'be~inn-i~g of' the 9hri.stian •Eira, 

tn-at he rew~r.de:d: a child for his dili:gerlc.e itt att.e~ding the X,,PfJ)'.J7J. •:i (T.a. '~· '2-3))) . 

Ra-b t01d :R. 'Hiyy:a that ,a., wpllii)tl r .eo~i')tes !.lleri:t;; :fo~ se-nding her ·s.Pn~ to• th.~ -KJ11J>'J?:> •,21. 

and he,r' hu.sb'a.nd io the IJ :1., I ;i. Ofer. rial, :tt 'W:.?:t:;· t ,he Mil~ i-n. t.he. t :bne of' 

JI( .l.-, ( 299-3·52°) tl:i~t· ~hf!dten . l!}ight• be :tmans£.ar.r.ed tr.om· Q?I-d x:JTbN7>:·1 ::,.. to. ~e>ther' 

(;i3.·;e.. 21a), R. Sb.f?l! • on bar .:l'o-sti bar Lakiin'f,ya. t ·old R. l~h.~th~: "Yo1r h,ve a~ked me 

( ) 
. .:i • 111· (J n.;,.r• :.t,,di'l) 

I:\. thj:ng mu ch chilq:ren, in school :,x ./7 s. '.J :, k- $hY ·ever.y •~ay., . er• au· • =>. • 

R-. S.i~OJl si:1e~ or ' W(5men who. :ie.y. th.ey vrii,l rto't take their. ohildre.n to tbe x;nro• Jj 



f.rOJll t',ie sy.t\~gogu~. he shoulJ re,oit~. ,a b-it .,. · 
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o1. hal~eh~ QZ:- lliis]?nah.,, qr· b:atnt im ... 

1~t:treretil 'ask a .. 'O.hi1d. to say it~ ve.l"'se• (Meg .• . .2'Sb.). 111 ·the ~inie, El£ 'R. ·:Ali~ (S·r-d eent l 
a mgth~r, pas~.ing· b.y, a X·ltJIJ:, saw a , .,;,,a •· h . · 

pun:i.s i n~ a: !(ilild lJ¢r;e. thM ~s: ne~e·1511~i".y 

(Jer. ¥;K • :8id:t4) • 1¢~ Ami ( a Palesti-ni'an atno.t"a 0-1> t ·h· . !I d .. ·t ) -. • 11 
• • . . · . .i. e •·u.r een • · s~:i:d: It I f\ 

rt~re a t-~eher of. ~hHtirifo l woti~<;l a!>k tt 't>f 't-h;e tf'abbi-s who g_ojl;o the "11.11,0 1n ~ :(Jeb. } ~ 
. ' . . . \I 

211;)) • W.e.~r the j•'(Jlq, -1'9 ''"' · in Tiber ias .R. H~g,;i. ~~d voi-.aes, o'f.' children i.n the, ~ 
' ' l' 

s.yn·agogue (~;i.$.:-,. TelJ.. -t.6 f ,,11 .• :9:f:5,, ~a .. Bub.er. p~ 416)·. i 
\.. . 

. . , ~ the.r-e t~ evia&nce 'to ·show that. t~e pr..e.ctice· al~o p~e:v,~ile.d of j 
.)\ 
~ stuc;\y~pg in a bQ.ildif!.t q;-qite ~e.g:jfr•ate fre.m tne ,s:ynag.qg11.e. Thi-s ho$e· 91 s:ti\4Y. l 

w~~ kp~wn a:s the ~>' 7~ ,,_ .P: :i . or ~ II;) 1 .. 7 x, , .IJ.' • Tne t~~m ha!:! not ··~'I~ys the. ~ 
same, me-ru1~ng. &y· t,he !fll-r'bn P'1 th:E;i p:-1;~ i:s ftequ.Eintly mean~. (l}i. 

Whep. the d:ef'in_it•e ~t'icle is ,t1ot· used, and 9.ceastonal) .. y ~yen. :with ·:i::t. !ti •Q. di-i'f~l'a'1t 

conte;x;t~ the term a .eno.tes locel. h:9uses of' study. ·.so.m.et~s~ i,nd~ed, ev~n.. t-}1en,, 

th~te is: do!ibt .vnether the.,1,,-,::17;, ;p;.:z. house,s, a sehoo'l 'i:oF the· :.ohS.ldr,en Q,r an 

ae.a.d·emy .:f'er their eld:e.ts. But ee.rtain Bf tlie ref".e;rimees poirit. Wimi.stakab1y 

to th~ u.s~e, o'£ th_e,<i!""',t "'';;i; t .o, oon.tai-11 the · ¢'l,ert(entary .~Qhop.1. · 80 ill ~id~ aoa: 

:i•~o.a. ·bJr :Oar HUp.~ we.µ).d ·~o.t ':ta.st·ec m~a.t un.tii h.e bad ta1'~~ llis cpi,ld. t :o t,he . 
{2) 

W . ., >t'/'J i7' A ., 1 • . 

Qornmenting upon the w,ords '1to cut off the children · from the. ~r~.~t and. 

the .YQUJl:t men f ,ro~ the broad ·p'l'a.ce,sll (Jer. 9 •::io) R. io~. b~ Kah~ '•Saia! ''aut 

not -i)::rom,f1J•'OJ.~ ••;11:,.: and ~ot tf:om..Jf1;Ji--.7~ ,.11;i_ (Lam. ~ .• tg .Iiw.n~ 1 :9). And ane>'eher 

e:x:p'lains the w.o~cls .,whetb.e~ t-be· vi,n~ blQ;.B.801,Jl be' ope!lea11 of Cant• ·7·: l.~, with :!,he 

.st•a.tentettt ·''irhe•ire are the, _ 1,1..t.1J/-:,17i !JIJ:.1 J11~t,'J '$J ' ✓,,~ .ano. the ~oll~:'l.dng ·words: 111And 

I' ·11 -1d · '..._ ···t ...,_.u·; d:~Ul·._ .,. •t.he Law'' ( Cant. . , be ..;·n: ~l -!' wii, : . t .h ·chi , · ·:ren '1'1uO S'l. ;:i'" •,J b t ,he pomegrana:te.s . ... ;J; ., ..... 

E. to 'Ctant. 7: L3.).. 

' 1 ' 



These o~n.d:ist ion-a. are r.ef'lect·eQ· in th:~ 

.follomi)g; quotat ~oni:;; Tosef)· S\l,k. , P. 19.8 l • 18 - ,, Joshu~ ben. ~ahan:ya s:a.id thar 

aid not sleep -al,l the clays. of .the 
;'12')('l!D;:i :f'l'·'3 ft ,n. ~ -v 'but ;we:?¢. •i'l'.Olll t:~ mornl,~ 

saod'..fice to the J'l'O.:J.J~1. ;n·.2. ~nd' f.roih t ,hflre. to the. J#J:'1 ,tJ:> ..n•~ eto. 'l Bi:f_:r,. Mj. _ 

'l'he pl,Eic~s· ,vher,e th.e \'rol'ds JUW.17>, 'JfCLI :/1f!(1'} ~ 'ft:t occur in r~b'pinic- liter-

~ture .,a:r,e_· t.q.o .. , ·".um. eto.us,· tn ·"" . .sn_t ,i'-' ....... ,·• &~ • · t"'· · M .,.6 ·· 9 .,,. · . •• .... "'" vu ~on-g ne.m: are eg. _r,; . a,, 2· a, ,,!:'oes. 8·7a, 

"Er 2··"·b ,Tl,. .... '105 .T. B · 7~:37, ("• t., •· "- ~ •~.,.. · a.,. er• ··er. · o. 3,n a; -pr.ayet ol' l'Ie¢ri1J)l1a be.n. -He.ltls;~na - ls-I.: . 
o•~nt. )'. ,4.i,# and 8a76·~. L!Uli.. R. t>rogem., :1r0. 8,, lcele~. a. to Eccles. ,•lQJ 1:1, 

Cant • . R. t9 Cant., 5:2., th~ ann ma,ny •othe·r ;pa:ss·~ges., .$'ff.'~a to ·1-e,v .. 2fi,:3J,. 

The 2r-.ovid1ng ol teaehe:r,s, 'for dhi:'ldren -wa.s a c01llllf(lnity: concern. i:nis ia 

indicated> by tne rul~ eited aba-v:e tnat a s'd.holU. slJ:oiUd hot. live i'.n e. oity ~hl¢h 

had n.o tea.cilie.r ·6£ ch,il,dt:e.n - -ft('fl ·J'Jt 1,n~J, [~~. 17P,) $.nd, the de~r.ee (Jf Joshtu!, 

b~ 'Ga.iflla als"o inrpl·ied. tn·~t t}:re cAmmunity hs:d ·'bbf3' re.s_pansibi:p:ty ,of e,v.c;>vicH:ilg 

the :5.nsttuot.or . ( , , ,,ii 

qn:f). r~cl!'QrQ. tro1,n the f.c;,urth eentury: rea:4's like the delfber'athn of · a, ~d~rn: sq,hool 

. h HR . t . 'h ·· . ,.. "d R b'I.. 110n i t'- "' ...... PQ.ard. c~Qo-sing ,fl t~~c., el/': , . er~· ar•e. two . . e.a.e e..rs, f!,~·.i. a . oa; · ~ s .~10:i.,ou9"" 

.in h,ii;I 't .~~6h~g out not, wel,l educ:ate'd .• th~' ot!tfit' well eduoatea but not thorou~h, 

:tet u:s ~pp:oint- the :tor~sr" :(B.B •. ·2l-a/. S:t,ipttl~tions, made by. the t~pb:iA, a.~ to wh,at 

a i;ea:op.el" should' be seenl to ha;,,e, b~~n: f.or t}le gul.dance o:f• the co1!.Ul'i~-a.l;. .off.ice,rs 
/ . 

rather ~h:an: -for. the Fda~:d;~. of the :fat'he,r in se.ar-ch of ~ teaeher for ni,s, ·son: 

That ,a. WO!IUUl Jin:o,u1d not be el!'.lp:lq,y.ed as ·teB.:ch~;r , for ~xa.mple ., or an wunat'l:'l;'.~d ma,n~ 

~spe~i.al ly a:a the9:e1 staip,:u1e.tlo11s are e.X:pl&:iJ1,ed' :in ~iii '82a. 1
'he· CQ~it.y invi-t'e.d 

i:;he, in,aib'ructo-r ;·, it ·was not; a,. matter £,(!Jr ind.ivldud arra.n~m~nt • 
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It is a, mistake to suppose tha-t th.e te""'her d 

~ v id not receive remunergtion 
tor his services . The • , t v-arious ti atements whioh are taken aa is.eaching that such 
was the oase,, (a$ the words of Deity in Bech. 2Qa and Jer. ll~d. 38<;65: 111 taught 
you statutes and ordinanoes without pav, 0 t"" h.. 1 n 11 ., s .,a:c y~ a so, and the precept: Make 
not the, Torah a spade to dig with" - Ab. 4:·5) refer t :0 the· informal gatherings 
of men in t h.e synago,gues or J1/W, .,,.,, •,11 i • It is riot a tea.oher by trade thes~ 
e~ressi.ons imply but aµ exhorter .in the 1'.'eligioul!I gathering ,or sc'hol'am:, in the 
midst of scholars in an adult grQUp. Ahd even there it is ns,t certain that ·i'or 
mos¢nstructi~n \le could not receive pay. It is stated in Ned •. 37~ tbat for the 
trouble of superil'.ltendi~ and for i;,xpl.aining obs:cure passages wages might be 
taken: , :,t0 and o '»t'f.~ :1ro ·s , -,f/J • But nowever it. may have I 
been i n these adult assemblies etiquette did not require teachers of children to 
tea.eh without pay. In the barait~ ~uoted above from. B. B. 21b, t~a.¢.hers are 

sp'oken of' in a J?hrase with tailors•, tanners and artisans and it is as one of 
the-se t .hat they- are to be· regarded, and a:s workmen were ehtitled to pay for their 
s-erv,ices teach~rs were also-. This conclusion is support~d ,by the statemertt 
eontai:ned ii): the Didaeh~ (l~t Cent . ): 11

A t ·rue teacher. (,lt:/tf.6'Ka.,),oj, ct.l,,~rilos· ) 
is a~so worthy like a :workm~ 0£ h_is sljppott from, the thre.shi.ng- floor ana wil).e- p;res·s 

and bread that is baked and m_oney and clothing. 
11 

( Cb . 13) . 

Tea-ohers we.re paid end since 'hhe duty ~s 11pon the fE!.ther that the chil<l 
receive instruction it was the fathers of t-he childre.n, no doubt, who paid the 
tutor. One of the duties of a father to his son was /DI)( 17>:i~l ... ,,, 1.n 11 bH 

- (~id. 2-9a, b&!-!'aitha). N0w it h not to be supposed tha~ every man .vas capable of 
fulfilling this obligation or free to do so, and it is to be presumed that sonie 
delegated th·eir duty to others for pa.y. Ittstruction of Qpe man's sons l>Y another 
is spoken of in the Mishnah (Ned. rV:s): "·one wlio :forswears benefits fr.ODt another 
may te~oh· the other • 5 children Torah.-

11 
.And that money is, required ,to get . in.­

st:ruotion, for one • s ehilgren i .s to be derived' :(\'om t .he d.isoussion in J3;d. 2~b e..,s 

a · the getting of an educa.tion, an uneducated man to whe ~hou;l.d take prece enoe 1n · · . 

or his son, vmere the dffficU,lty seems to be t~ there is not enough money to 
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eduoate the both of them. Th . SO e ~rit which women r-eceived for talcing their children 
( B 

. to the teacher er.l 7a) was not for aocompanyin th h'ld . " · . . . ~ e ,o ~ · ren that distance but 
for securing the teacher and a.rr~gi,ng fQr in·struction. In the tim of Rab. 
(3rd oent. ) a 'rn1 '"l.r» claimed that he taught the· children of poor parents and 
the children of ri.oh p~_rents alike,, and whoevet" waB not able t'O pay h~ did not 
ta.1:<:e mone,y frollt him (T.aa:Il• 24e.) .• 

In addition to the fees which the teacher received front the parents of 
the ehildren h:e taught some contributions to the income of the teacner seem to 
'have de.rived from the commun:i.ty. _The community had a oe-rtain amount of .respon­
sibilit-y tn th;rs regard. If there were more than fii't.y children in a school~ a 

x.r:;rr "-'''1 (helper) WM employed to as-sist the teachers and the c:ity enabled t'l'e 
teacher to pay this man's wage.s - XJ7;>Jl7 ~vJ ;-,,r "o-">1 (B.B. 21a) . !,t i~ l.i.kely 
also , in view of the general guardianship over orphans exercised b.y the cit;y, 
that for their edu.oat-ion the eity paid. It see,ns too tqa.t ther.e was a. :special 
charitable pro:vision for· :teachers whe .wer-,e not a,.ble to live· from, the fe,es- from tne 
par-ents: after· ~he meption of a number oft.he funds oolleotced for charity, and' 
the length of residence making ope eiigible to contribute t .o each (Jer •. Paeh 
21 a. 46 ) occur the ~r:ds D ':J.{JJ » I t:1··, 1 ~ i o , ·-, !lb CJ -r n -,,411,11 o 1 J IJ.J • ~d in the 
passage quoted above from the Didaohe, the sources of the i.ncome of the teacher 
are suspiciously like the sources of charity funds. 

One teacher would not be given more than twenty five children. And as 
the school grew teachers were added (B ,}3. 21a). There could be several schools 
in one tovm and th.e father 09Ulq, decide to which he would send his child; but 
af1:er the rule laid down by J,os}:iua bei:l Gamla be could not send the child to another 
city £or e!iuc·at~on (ibid., loc cit.} New schools mi~llt be 

the r:ivalry of scholars w,as apl?lauded (B.B. 2lb- 22a.), for 

wisdom." 

started at any time: 

" h . l . es 1. .eir ze.a inoree.-s . 
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V • ORGANIZATION F·OR 'THE ADMINJ;S'l'RATION OF CHARITY. 

Early in T-annaitic t -imes a ferm of ,Qrganiz~d charity is to be detcried. 
In Mish. Peah 8; 7 te:rms are, usea of 'which we learn the me&ni~g from othe:r sour.ces 

·and whl.oh, presented there together , show that tp.e "coxnplete organization was 
conceived before that passage -was written .. (l) The 'be.r.aitha quoted in B.B. 8a 
contains eertaip: otber elements -of the sy:stenia.tized adininbtration (2) and the 
ano•ie·nt ru1e,- already glossed by Akiba., 'that no sohol-ar should U:ve in a comr.tunity 
which had no such organization ( 5 ) testifies to the uni'ver.1:1al-ity of the system 
in sucb early times . 

In every community there Wl:t's a general charity- fund known as the t> !J f f 
a: c0n1munal bowl for f~eding the -poor - called the 'Jr>.l>.FI , a. s11e,oial i'upd for 
furnish.ing clothes to the needy, aecomodatio~ for the trans.ient poo.r, a gr'o-qp of 
officers known as r, p'1'5 •,r.l) to col'.le.ct and 'distribute, the several funds, and 
provisions for taxation to m~et the budget. 

Aside .from the rule guoted frpm Sanh. lTo, which might u-ter all be 
only theoretical, we h.ave evidence ef the actual e?Cj,.ste,noe of oharity funds 
in indi:vidu,al communities in the provision i n T•osef. Meg. i:, . 22'4 , 1. r7 ff., 
which would otherwis·e have· no explanation: 11 I f a P!"itVate citizen promises charity - . for his oi--ty or specifies anp_the-r qity it is given only to the poor of his Offll city, 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

/j J!J,il/J I' · ,,,vf,,0.3.. rxa ,.v,:>.'11(,,b /1''1J/.!)'3 .,..-,.,,0 Qlj"l}'Jj D'f.>J~ '1:J./,1/;1 !J,¥.J /VlfT~ f'Y x.i :11,-n,.110 .t1JJJ 1,rn 15 (l}•otJ •n •ntTl,'/O 1JJ_!.11J/'TXJ rJ r1.r11J 1u1JJ .,..,J:J .non9 fl':.l)J i>!) /:>';I/ .,-,,!J17:ti1 j>.J !,J<.a' X!J JI q/)IO ll ·110)1 ,'l.!11~ J'l3 · '1(1.0.Jl il jf~• I 
,; ;> 1ui,S 1#.1 ft jYJ"IU1 >d I o ',t<V .:J. 

1(/)Tff .,-, wj'IQ •1nbJ1!J. 01• o · lt'~t.l )(V./1,il O'JW ,111;1/'S ;J,"'(;/)117 .flt,'q~.b ;1(1)1iJ ,H) !f'!J o . :, ';11',1 •·os,-!, J</J.J/ 

il 
O 

,-, .l.-, ,.,-, v.,,JI ;,i / 'X ~ 1 ~ !):, )( '.JJT I 3aoh~drin 17b •xw.J oJrr. -,•;, ,j.(1 J'X , 5!J, . IJJ./t,'lt J' ::>>, -1•.1 ;,-:,1.Jl.i ,,.,., ,. . •J J1•, ,lJ i171"1.!f.3/{)il91f'l' 
L • 

T)(IJ!,(IJ.l. J7/-;,j/) J1)3I O W.l. - I , )I ,JI') Q'f.ltl'/'J' , , , ,JIOJ'::,,-, /J· :J.I . : j0'9 'J'XI '}J nJJ · 
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I 

butr i:f -0 '.o J-i o pled~ ch~:i•it.y in ~other- .c,;tt.t, the: dorigt:i.ori,s go to tp.e ,p<Jor o£ 

that. pl,d(';t •. (l) 
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Tn~ whi-~h is ,p.r.oli>~b.ly ith, SMJ.e• ,a,~ the: ;J-f"' . .,. s)o ,pJi.r meht'ioned- in. 

:13,B. 81)_~. Ah. Zar·ah. l7b, and el·sewhere and hJie 9•.J.' •i:if if~t,. ·s:,5, wa:it a\f-una fdr 

.o.ns:rity. It ws,s cc;>J.l~.~ted' in coin (e,£ •. - ;:,_;,t~ ~• ,,111-41,,. of B.B. Sb)'. tt was 

oo.lle.ete.d ,veekly ,J1Af/J .i:,1"~ ,JJ-1:~ · l. ; ..v.,b. (B..B •. 8b).. It · WC>Ul~ b~ kept u~ whether ther.e 

w.(;)rf:i iinm~di:a:t.e den,ands for i-t qr. n"g'i;·; t:b.e /'"'~J .ke;p.t the mon,-e_y !Uld eou1d d.o 

Th.e, ,-. ,s, 1 jl. -was intended to be ueeq f'.or 

tbe poor- :p_f' ·th~, 'PitY,_, t-'h:e 1,pY.J.,tt fer tr-ansier(t:. poor ?;>li.t the c,-:i;tlzens ·~~d the ~~thor -

. ,._ t a· -'- th ~ d f ' ith· ~ · t·t. ·t '- ~ ,( 4 ) l. vY. o· . 1-:t.re:i ,.., .· :e a:ur:(, . s. · o · e eF .... or 1·l•e 'QUS· o~ry ~s.es Qi' tue 0 o,:lier. 

The ;,1 n~J1 W4fl rtot ¢Qll.e.ot.e!i in mon~y .but. a-s fooci., 1'1:iat is why it ·.s·a:y,;~ 

that the I • i.;, n, ) o;f it ,to others it there ,are 

" ' ) no jl6Q<J' to r :eeeive 'it: and d:oes net' s,a.y; ·c1o bl:l!sine'Ss wi.t h i~ .• 11 
( I· <0, 1 9 · .aii in 

t ,he ca:se of t-ae l' ff:>I i' .(S,.M. SB.al, and why it i _:s co,lfo~ot.ed ~a-ily :i'.;natl:'a.tl . llif 

(5,) h ~• · 1'1 d , .,l\:., th· •i · k we~.kly; a.s the, /V'.n p was·,. w y , :i. 111at :y, Otll.es u·-om · e :•1(11'JJ1 are a ways SP,Q ep· 

of :~s fop~ • Q.r dri)'tk.-;: win~ was: gi. ven -t~ tlie :pp'Ot o.n P,:.sel.i.· 'frOl!l the 
(7) 

a~ lil$.~ls• to -t?he ~:ran~:ient ·p,oor· vmen t~t d~fserved -:ii~. T:he 

' ·I /1. hJ1. (6 )' 

0ontinu~d. to. exist. ~e find i:n the D'.id.aohij menilon, o.f alms· ri.froin the tli:i•eshing-fli5or 
,,., 

·and '{vine-pre-s.s; and ·money .a:nd. oloth'ing. 



63 When th_e Mishnaic r1:1le in K,idd. 4 :5 Vias laid d"'""' ther"' v.... ~existed~- social cla&s composed of tne families of 
i' r 1 " ',...i :\ ~ a.ny farpj_ly at the head of :which was a i' 1:n ':f ' Jr' 2_) mi.ir~t intermar'r'V ,,...1th th · t '- d · h b - " , , ... . e pr1.e..s noQ "1).t ne investigation o1: the 

stock bein_g_ made . (l) Th' u1 · l . is r e i _s "I~ es~ed by R. Jose who lived in t he middle 
of the second oentur.iy. The office of' · lC .1 ,t was n_~ld by R. ljanany.a ben Teradyon 
who also -was active 'dur-ing that century. (

2
) R. Jose considered l).i:_mself a lUtely 

candida,te . ( 3) It is ole~l'." that the office was being oc,eupied then widely and 
that one w:as J1on°'red. in ho];di,ng it and r es-peoted .. 

The suppositfon is that 'tne1·e we·re three;,~~ •ir.u in eaeh oommunl.ty. That 
there were at least th>ee is shovm by tbe passages quoted f:romPes~ a:7 and 
Sanh. 17b: ''The . ,.,.,, f is <>,olleo.:tad ( p•-3.;,J) by two and disb.ti.r sed by three. 11 

"The •1n1:JJ1 was- !lOll~ct'ed by three and distributed by threi' as we learn from 
E.B. 8Q; (4) so here· also at 'least thre·e 1 •,.l(.2) were neoessary. But the -prayer 
of E. Jose, in Shab. 118b;· 11May my lot -fal.l ai:nong thos'e, who oolleot ~harity and 
no-t; amqng the di.$tributors the.reof • 11 (?) 'f!!fJ.Y be taken to ,impl:y- that those who 
colleoted the moneys wer·e not those who disbursed them ·and t hat there may nave 
been five or six f'x.21 in .all. One wonders also ii' the seven men chosen by 
the disoip.les of Jesus to fill a simil~r 0;ffioe (A.ot.s 6 :1-5) were that number be-
0.AUSe of any Jevdsh precedent. It -is even po'Ssil:)le f.!i:n:ally that there trns a 

;,j,~Y •x.1.l dif'ferent set or-
1,~.l-) collecting for each of the £unds as the mention of ~ along 

with , 
1 
n 1J. fl , .- z J in B. M. 38a and B. B. Sb would imply and that they we.re -even 

as many as eleven. so it may have been--a.-t lee.st in the larger cities-~but it was 

( ) ... ,, 'X' ... , ,·o•.J.,.,., ntof U,):) l-'-1:lt"iir , ,-:i ,r/1HUJ j__, 
1 . ! I ;,•)fl'( f'".::d }'1'1 }'XI i~n,1~ !, flC'-411,., ,-, r7~ .. ,. ,,, 

(
2) Z Ju, •-;,11,d f'J11"1 >, o~x /fl')($ ">IJtY ::2.,,,,u • JJ "'lf;!l ,'..Sx ') x'JfliJI Ab. a.r.ah 1'7b- /' '~-".f7 /.::>. x✓ Ull ',J o::m y•):,5..11 1•3-:Y n,111')10 :> If x!Jx ii P""~ 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

I 

Shab. 118b - quoted below. 
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not pro_bahly, the, genera). rule. And · ll. we usua y suppose that the number in most 
-comrnunitie·s ·Wfi'S tbree - and that t ·hese th r-ee had in charge t .he collection ,µtd, 
distribution 9f all charity.fund's . 

It seems from Meg. 27a that~ Bcnolar of note with official a~thority 
:in the connnunity might c~mtiiol comi>letely the ,situation a.n4 give chari\y to 
whom and in what amoU;nt~ he pleasedl. ' (l) 

The l'><'l.J were given t.heir work to do, and. having been chosen bee.a.use 
of their starfd'ing ':lo t:he oommurti ty , they were · trusted. No accoun~ing yas mad~ 
with them. ~ -) Nevertheless certain saf~gu~da were taken suc}J. as t.hat the men 
shoi-ild not separate fl'olll one, another whi,lE!, eniaged in their wo~k. (5 ) An_d it 
was suggested that they count their mone,y piece by ·piece ·so that no on-e sbQuld 
suspect them o.f dishonesty.·. ( 4) 

The gener,al rule was· that when orre hap. lived in a city thirty days he 
was reguir,ed to con'ttibl,rl;e to t he •mn11 and e:f'ter three tnonths to the i'!>1 il -
thi~ according to the Tannaitic statement quoted in. B, B, 8a cited Above; ,coor~i~g 
to the tr!idition recorde4 in the Pa)estinis.n Talmud it i-s tpirty days 1:or the 

,1 .s, •? (Jer.B,8. 12d73 ). ( 5) At ariy r_e..~e -~ citizen--however long the time 
before he peorune .a qif;iz.en--was liable to taxa.ti~.n fqr charitable purposes , And 
ther.e was no 'favoritism shown ifi th~ collection 01' charity funds. E'veryone was 
permitted to give--11even a poor ma.n" I sai.d MarZutra in the fourth century. 

(6) 

A Tannaitic source permitted the taking of charity from women, children and sla~es,(
7

) 

(1)· pa;_sse.g~ ·qupted a.bov:e p, 13.of.likewi-s:e citat-ion ~f r om B.B, 9a. 
(-2) B.B • . 9a - : iJ pl'1 '><.2..l 0;..4/ ,'l•j>T"l:L f'.l.f/)f}t.> f'X ·,!J1 
(3) B,B, Sb : ,--,,b. ;1'r wn.s,J: (X<JJJ /i'Y l'-f'q ')(iJ ..,,J1 
(4) B.B. 8b - .'.11/lX :.t1'-bx ,,-Jx ov1 t1 /l'f 1~ f..lt'b (X ,., p, ~ ·!,ID ·J1i,i->:J 

(7) B.K. 119a. ..,1Jn1' ·uT .xJ . 

,,p-r'$il /'lJ on!Jn»;J 'J.JI ,5•!>k ✓,01r 

T9 • ,c:i) 5ilC i,..J!/>'J °'21 t" J'" j''~ i"f 
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and ther.e wa,s sotJ!e·, difference of ·opinion t _,. th as o vm-e er or not orphans should be 
allowed to conj;,ribute. to, honor• them.. (l) , .. 

The j'X.l.) ha.d a c'Pnsiderable w:nount of power: and could force a man tQ 

give if !le Wil.-$ recalcitrant. "If1 the financial st~nding of a man wa:s lqioYro thf.lY: 

took charity from him even against his will: So Raba forced R.Nathan bar Ami 

and: exacted from him four hundred zuz for eha.ri ty. 11 ( 
2) 

What am.aunt wa:_s. re.quired of each is · d'i.fficult to say. it one time it 
was neces.sa.ry, to ma}ce a rul,e ,that a ma:n should not giv.e ]llore than a f irth of his 

(3) 
inoome . The :parallel of bhis pa.ss~ge as it i3 found in the Pale-s:tinian Talmud 

differs in tha:t it 8:lCpresses the ia.w positively: "They at Usha ordained that a 

man should set aside a fifth of his goods to fulfil collJlllalld:ment..s ••• • • a firth of 

h . •'t 1 th· fi · t · "h · th · ~ "'" .,...h ' f' h " in n (4-) is oapi: a e· rs y9ar - eao year er,ea..u ,er a .11_.n, ,o is cQI!le. 

Th.i~ :was in some way connected with the . . re-quired tithe.s (s)alt.hough confusion 

in the continuation of the two a,.0001.1,nt:s does not permit us to d'is·oover just how. 

Some association o.f the traditional priestly. dues with the later oharity organiz.a-
(6) tion is also sugge'Sted by tbe Mis.hne.h, - We are not howeV'er permitted to say , 

that tl;l,s i'if'tb or even. the tenth was reg:ular1y aasessed. R. Asi said "Let no man 

giv.e les . .s th'lm ··a th•ivd of a shekel a y,ear. 11 
(
7 ) 

Vndoubtedly the amount was as a r~le a personal ~tter. We haTe , accounts 

of contributipns by indiv-iduals as free will offering.s. So, the donation of Benjamin, 

the Righteous, who was appointed , x1J and when the chest was empt7 supported the 

(1) 

(.2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

B. B. Sa -

Ket . 49b -

11•7.5>!, 1!, '!) X o •l.>1;,'i> ~µ ;, /-,y',/ (fOl.9 f'K 1Hfi1' -,,1 t,,,fl}O~ ~1 ~,/1y-,J 
; K J T •'JI. ,'1 K,, fl)J• 2n11,n;c !, X J)( :, X, • 0 11:J 111 

K,~t. 50a <II J3 ,. n J., 

,:,i77 ( ·il '::> t1d"l'/1)l:> ~,q i>'JfJ'D::, y.•,nx : ;t,,., !f ~ •nr tnd:, 1 7 ,-, 'J')o ('DX I 
-,,11 11 p .. p.' :,J< T:lf:l .J:Jt"7 /Jffl'll• r,lllX.2 

ltJ•)Or.1 O'O' ](.1"l 'rlJ ;, t// 'Jl:t. . fJJJ) 

; -,:,w.S 75•x1 ('" /.,rj 
Jer. Pesh 15b24- ,-,$,t>fl.l .. -ft.r-5»-$ 1•0.>v>J tPJtJt/7 

The law in ~t. 50a is followed by the words 'J /fl.,;7 "ll/JJ/' ,s., 1 If') P '>' >:, t~J 5, tJ., V).,JJ ;r ., ~,J/ and in J.e!i'. P:eah lSb by the words TN , , , /:, ,,1 7.JJ : ,w)Jl ,11" n J1 I ~ )0 n.n ,--,.:, , 
I ... flv / 'JJ1IJ 0 ,-,nr)" ,,o.,"' J1'.J. ·n~17'1 ,a~ D -r:1 - .,.,, ,, ... /JIJII/,~ ~Ill~ <J" .,, · em. ,iJ .,,., 0 

•• • , ·iii~>,!, . -,..U1,f/Y.J 1J•;rl# 111, 

B.B. ,9a - : il ,J VJ .1. .s i"" /) 
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poqr "Vlith his own ·nwney Ctr B 11: ) ·c n · · 
· · · · . · • • - a ' ;, O· ~ueen Helen..a wbo bollg;h,t f<:tod :Cor nea~ th:e: 

11fho1e· ~ti'on tn. a time. o:t' famin~. ;(Jo.s·tlp~u.s·, 11 '"'·:t .,, ,,, .. ) • 
~ 1 · • ,;c;0, 2~ Q, ; -and g_i' th~ rnQt,he-r 

.o·f. Shavor, t.h..e K5,,ng.,.. who l!e.nt fhe J:a•~s ~,,. .. I" 
""" ..,,,...., hu.nq.reg. d,1:t1~~.e tG :he use:d 'for char.ity 

(B.-Fh lOb)... 1tf{3.t, likba :l~.ft hall' o.f hi.s. money to charity at nh- •liirath (.Ket .• 67b). 

T:n~· tfew Te.at.ament teaehe.rs. f~~.o.red the s.·.e'll:in:i., · ' 
. o of e:11 one & ·:goods to g·ive to _the 

pbor (~¢ 12':!33., Hh22'-, l~'! ~) • At Ale::x:,a.nd:ri~ it w~.s the. eu·st-om f'(;r ea:eh trade 

(1j 
to sup;pol't its 6vm .. j >.i:lor. A c'i.v'i"l fine· occ&.~~Pll:~lly, f01i1.nd: its way ihto ~he 

cha.ri tty i\ma.:. in B. jt ·36'6 ·i .. t is told o·£· one wito. was• en-titled to rece:ii~e a .' f.in& 
+ \ •• .. + 

firom: another -t~~'t ~ .pr-o:mis!:fci to, gi"ve it t,Q. chair1:ty·; he later mshed to wit :hc'i,:r:avr 

his p·r&m'ise, b:ut was not perm&tt.ed. 

it wat, a fr-eq.uent eust:0m to• give,. s.peQial gif'.ts· to t.ne po·or dtl,. h01id_ays.­

e,spe9.i~J.iy •«j,n P~tim. {cif,'. bar. hit R.:M,_. ' 7~b! ,Eind· Jer,, •Meg. 70b73). 'F-41:,s. WR'S ·done '8.S 

e. P-rqpd.t'ia::tory offe,,rincg --~P. :pi¼J:>:.I.ic .f'~s:b :&~ys :f0r taJ,~ s~ . . !Jr . Rqedhler • f-2) ,e'iplabts 

t'he ~i:v.ing of alJns i~ the ;s:\:,t'e:e:t;.s ll!enti.QJ..ed: in lif:at,; 6·i' 2 ,s}."li) P:ms we:re at J:e·ast 

1).l)0nii'.S(:!.d Qrl: tn,ose QiQ:Wit ii' not d,i.stI'i'outed. 

The latrgflat· BQU+Ce'. ¢,f ex-tr$. i'li~J>~ for ·ch~:t't.able ~urpo:Se·s was ftom 

pledg~S1 ~iv~n bi u.h:~ syn~gfg;tie ott tlil:e:: Sab.~~th .day'. It i:s un:l.i',!c~1y •t~~t-- mo.n~y 

"'.as handed over t .o t;he e,l'm;:m~r.:li. on that· d,~~r. _Ph_ilo .ol;,sei,v~d. t'hat :the ,Je:ws ne:it;he,r 

F-e-oetve~ nor ga~e an~hine; O!} -'€.fie Sabbath. {"Legat-. ad a'.·1tJ.\im:11
; 23· end.)... In the. 

Tose,fi'a :( Sha b .. p. 1$.6 ; 1.11 h Shi:m' on. b~n. Ela..zar ( o.r t'h~i s.ec,~nd ~entury) •qu.Qt:e:it 

tl'l·e .'Shrun.niai'tes a:s &a~ip.g it is ,llQt p~tinitt,~d tQ pled'ge 

on Sabb.ath--b.M:t' Hil_:l.~l ip.. th~ /5,~e. p~~a:a·g~ pe:r.mit.~ 'it. 

chii:;oity in t 'he f\ynagogy.e 

(A.) • . ~ • • .. • 

The quesfa,on 1.s appa-r-

en,t_ly un:set'tied in the t~·~ of Shiim\on b. Elaz.a.r beoaus.e a c1:1ntury lat.e.r /, Ele.~zar 

1).en :Pedq;'th :;re:~ew's the •p~riiussion .. ( 5 ) :Ana we h~v..e.. :rease:n ta believ,e, ths:t· pledge,s 

we:Fe t.~:iten thoui}t iihe payriieht -wa:.s 4e.'t-e.tr~d,. A guardi.~ of -an .orp.han,whe:a promisi:'n-g 

('.~) 
charity· in the synagogue i.$, ?J!)t• ~Q 1ite.dg~ a_l':l-yt-.h:i:hg !for thee erpha.n, One is 'l'let 

(2) 

(~) 

(4) 

Tos.e,f. u'k. · ll:• 19&, · 1. 25 and .Suk. 51:b-: m1.,:.i,1.r- ,.1.N..:a. ., ·.:>n· ;,•;1, til/J o.faJ j;~lb:J 
,: /'JI , ;J,. , 1/J·J)' ;11 o J , s,.1. tJT<>J ,9 a 1/i-P 1 -0.111:J ,,.,,J 9J '1 op. c:i:t; •, . 

dott:r.~1, of! Tpeol . Studies. 'Vol X., NQ. 58, Jan. 1909,.fPc•• 266~.2!7Q. o,f\Mod~,e':f'./\p·.S~l •. 

. .,. ·s· ,1,,h "1'·5a _ itR•· ·E:l.'ie•zer· sav-s ! 11whgever postpo.nes' .o.vat: n,i.gnt. th~:"Msttibu,t,ion 
O,i,,. · .a,.~ • "' · • •~-+1.r._ · . . · h ·d b l . d '' 

of' alms- in opru:iection wii;h11fa'St•, is as 1;;hou~n he s e, · oo . • 

,1~11111 0-i.ri'' 'lf('l4il)J f:j(J>x1 ,,fl'OJ;j;J ,!)~;I. ~!!JJ.,'1.5 tip:tl:I _I" ~OIS r~. -,,jjo, '1}:,JtJ~ / 1. I' ;4/ he, ,., ;, •·;, F){ 
:r1'!ir11JSJ',l. J1':J./.,, ef. BuechleF_,op .. . 01t • .,p. 36, not..e. 1.. 

(.notes 5 and &, o·n :.fQl.lOlv:i,ng p·a~e) 



I 

'.rhe.-re :a;r .. e · exa:1.!l:pl-e:s iry 't;-l:(~ J.iJt<i).rash o'f chari;t:y- being_ asked :.r-or a ,nia:n in 

the . .t!j!l.1!:);gbi;~e .• , Tlffs i,s , c~P-~d a: }( j"' ,i, .2 .• {Lev. R. 3'2.;6,~ De,ut.., R., 4~8) •. The. Tiµ,gu111 

'tr~_··ns,!~ .. t .. •es ._. ,_.,,,,JJ of .i.:.,.. ... _ •· ·p· h·· :_r ·.·a.·"'e-, .,, ,,. ," , · ., __ " .1 f ts., · ) 
,. Vf.Lv. ~ , "'., ,.. ...., 0-•1 ·1•:,.x_J .;"'1'.!lO~ 5·:1:a .. 'Wit:h -,!J<IJ;>]J V:,; '2 . . 

Cont'tioutigrrs· 'we,r;e. ~l,s6. ~~,ked 1:!.nd gi:ven at tint.es -in the v.-11p.,-, P ".l, Hi,ya,h · . 
·b.ar, Jje; aS:kea tor cha-ri:ty ono:e i.n a '"'"1·>.i•i'z ,J1••;'1, fx•,;t1i"-i ie w ,, ,.ib •.2 fi"rll r•os 1•:J.~), 

and ,13: fi~n man· l?re•s.e·rtt, :ga:v.e ,a Hter. 9f. g<:>id (u~r - ·ltor, i4'8Jl$3) , 

·Th!:i fa9t that ther:e, we.r'.e many,: t:i:r.a:8.es ~rea~hed ag~i-ns_t su~b as ple.dged 

mQn~y e.n(i did no.t. p.~y, _ii$ fupl;;J1.v: .evi·de.nc~ of 'the ~tev.:alenee. o-£ the system of 

P:re'8,-\,Vi.t1 efi'er:i.ng,s. ·in 'R~:diti_q·rr :to ii'he· r ·irgµH:r tax Tor· charita"b.).e .p).lr_pg~.~~, 'l'ne. 

iab1>,£s .had nGi wil.~ of .forcing; the p~ent Qf pledges" _gj.v-~n e:lfceFt by., n;oral ··sufi:s'iqn ~ 

but. -tj,hey di'd, u-~e . th.at. llle~n•.s; '.R~ J.Q,t°a·nm (+ 2".'79,, said ·r.ain does not :f'i:i-11. only-

( ) '£Ji· ~·s • i's 'oe~Ji,til:!e ~ ±;Jtqse whGi pr,bmis,e al;~' iJi :p~&llc·• and fil,i.l t..e 'PA¥ .. T.~an.'" 8g • .. 

,orre, ;0:f' the !'our- · c-.a:rd..in_lal '.s :i:n~ ( Jer . 'l'.a 'e;n;. &Po2$ =· J'~p. Kid. ~S·c:~) . l't; is p~_i:,ahe.d 

by diy-ine, ,vrat'~ whi-eh. 4:i,reof;s- 'tne Rofr.aris. to confiscate •th~ proper-it~ .of t,he· o-ff'end-ers 

(Suk . :2~ab =- T.ois.er. Suk._. P-• 194~ 1.9.),. a. El:"azp.'i- said H' one ·d,.,.es, i'\-ot :give. c.b~r-ity, 

will'in~lf, t.h~ :ne.t'ions of tllS; ;v¢1·ld e.:i-.~ct· it; :Vnmi l;i~m b.y f~rto.e ()3,~,B. !:fa), l!e !;ll.se 

f!.~id : ":C:karity, i~ ;g;rea,ter t ·'h~'.!:l aH the.· S!iJ.cr{fi_o-ial 0ffe,rihgs. '' ('suk. 49b). 1f. 
I . 

Asi said: "Charity is the e.qu~l o'f all :tine commandmentas!~ (B.B' • . 9~). 

NO'l'])s :cARRiEB, GV'ER. FROU PREVI'OU:S .£!!\SE,: . 
.( s') Shao. 15Qa •--JT i .wJ. a "Y. ;J'5 • ,.,,.,,.,4 f ,'i-od> , r,.,, ~ .Ii •i., 1:n x., 

(p.) T,es~&·. B,ij., P• -409 1. 34 - ./ IJ(/1.•~)n f'R>.i~' r~qit;,•~k' 
~ ·.i ;l .;r ~ · -i, ~9· _ 1 ,., j ,!( I, r·o r.!> . -rx. $·':J;.x , , , ,o •'IJ tfl< :J: , p,:,J .s ;¥ 

• ,11 o'J d .i1, .2.ro s~f. Ter. :• p,. ,26 • 1 .4.) • 

- - - --- _, .. - ....... -
(i)' . J er .• ,D.em. 2;;:b'SS - ,.,, •,i/tV -. .JJ.lf /iJ 'T f1 x ( _.)f • .Jii:,:,; v 't f>. ,t· ~ /:'.fl , 

. ,' ',JJ' 0, ,;/. :m .f1 • :i. ::I.__ O i 'J rf~ ·n• ji ,'1· ~ 1 i-1,!,/ ) 1? O t.S) r]( 
Th.e parallels. .in T0-s·ef., Shah. p. !J'l, .. 1. 13 Euid Tosef,., Feah 

1. 1:0 4o, not ,h~ve t:he. wo.rd;s ;,ttr:,,J>,n ,:rt~ ·• 
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