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We see this same connection in the passage in Jer. Sota 21d% where Shim'on b

Jakim says of the one who "1ifts up the Torah:
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We are assisted in identifying the posom |T7 by the sentence in Epiphanius
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name they call deacons or ministers"')' which makes

‘;"'--’[ f '{7"[& synonymous with
&favirys ( g7 ) and by the passage in Luke 4:20 where it is said of Jesus who has
Just finished reading from the Torah, that "he slosed the book, gave it again to
the :,T;rma EIT‘F’J and sat down." The title Jn’qff'-qu oceurs in an inscription from
a Jewish cemetery in Rome, (1) indicating that the office was occupied in Rome
also.

In the first part of the fourth century the {7 was still connected with
the Torah reading. R. Huna, an Amora of that time, was sifting in a synagogue
and sew the lrn' trying to persuade a man to come up for the Torah reading (Jer.
Ber. 9061)-. There is evidence in rabbinic sources that in later times the poyon /rn
recited prayers before the congregation. Iwo Palestinian Amo:é.s' of the third century
entered a synagogue and heard the - JiH reciting a certain prayer (Jer. Ber. 124%) &=
Kohut believes this to have been interpolated after Midr. Teh. to Ps. 19:2 (Buber p.
82) which is almost parallel to the Talmudic passege. (5) If it is not such an

interpolation it is the earliest reference to a function scquired by the in the

-
post-Tannaitic centuries.
Another mention of the }rn is in connection with the ound n2v2. By com= \,

paring the passage in Jer. Gittin 47 t°1 where it is stated that those who offer
| ' " . (4) .
the blessing are priests but the jrn must be an ordinary Israelite, with
: F-%3
the similar passages in Bab. Sota 38a below, (5) end in Sifre on Nu. €< 39 end,

! ; ; d which
we find that the function of the | in this ceremony was to say the word whic
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