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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

In the ;pegee wh1oh follow,a.n attempt will be made 
to sh.OW to what extent the Psalter is de1>ement in largu•ge,or 1n 
thought,or in both,UtJon Iaiah ~0-55.several wr1ters,part1oularly 

C. Baeth. ,stae:rk,and Kil"kp, 1n the oourse of their t~tment ot the 
P8'lma,have pointed out--1n some oasee,in detail--the re,1Jiblanoes 
wh1oh oertain psalms bear to Deutero-Isa18h.Naturally,I have 
drawn quite liber;lJ.»c,n these writers,and upon others as well), !'I 
in a number of 1nstanoes,when I oould not hope ts iJQ>rove upon 
t l1em,qt1ot1ng them verbatim.Not only have I bl'ou.ght together the 
ref'erenoes of other ,noiten to the aubjeot at hand,but I have en­
deavored to enter i nto the n:ette:r moPe f'UllY and more minutely. 

The ti tlee and supers02"1Pt1ons ot the several pealm_s 
have been ignored here.Ea.oh peelm has been oonsidered independent­
ly .F1ret, the oontents are lr1at ~ied, the psalm 1s Shown 
to have the 00111uunity u its 8U eot,and the period ot ooDU>Os1t-• 

1on,1f essential to the treatment,1s asoertained.Onoe a proper un­
derstand!~ of the psalm 1s tlme seoured,the resemblanoes to Deut­
Is.are taken UP,and the violent oont~asta w1\h the 1)1'01>het10 work 
are also d1eoussed.!hen 1n ,u. light ot the latter,the re11gioue 
value of '\he psalm 18 appraised.The ~•lme wh1oh have 
bUt tf!Jfl points of oontaot w1\h neut-Ia.naturally reoei~ only '\he 
br1e~et mention. 

It 1• w be lamented tbat n> oomlua1on of real I 
worth oan be arrived at r.rom the reBUlt• whioh llaye been~ 
ob1a1ned,otbe:r than the fto'I here e•tabliehed '11at \he ideas and 
ideala or Deu~Ia.rema1ned an aot1w rel1g10\18 t'b~oe t'Or at least 
two oenturiee aftap the return of the Jews ftom tbe Bab7lon1an 
E11le.I would that I were able to . aeeign th1• v~llt 
a1gn1t1oant fBot its d.Ue plaoe 1n Old Testament history and the-
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ology,but my 11m.1tat1ons are many,anct f'01-m1.dable,and the taat 1e 
beyond me.Let these 1mnature and 1DU>erf'eot ettorte,then,be aooep'\­
ed as a s1noere and lovlng endeavor to treat one aapeot o~ a van subjeot. 



PSALM 22 

tn tb.ip psalm the singer laments his apparent aban­

dorunent by Jahweh.N-ev•er befol'e was he 1n so desparate a oon<:t1t1on. 

E1 t}tfo .Te.llweh had always Proteo.ted Israel, and may He do so now in 

tl:lis hotU' of' fetar:f'lil tro-ui,1e. A 110rde, of f'tend1sh enemies are Blll'­

rou-i1ding h im; l1e is oom1'lleteJ.y ltelpless ,°\_ that Jahweh would hea,.-ken 

to his prayers. Then the aesuran-0e oonies to the e1nger I s soul that 

Jahweh' ·s assistance w111 pe gr -anted h1m,and in gi,atitude for this 

a$sistanoe., 11e will praise Jahweh in the m14st of the oonimutnty,and 

v1ill oall upon tlle wllo l e WOl'l<ii litev11·se to praise Jahweh,and to 

serve Him. 

The first que~tion that oonfro.nte 1.ts 1n the study 

of' this psalm oonoeI'ns 1t.se'lf with the suqjeet .of the _psalm.Does I 

tl1e J)O•et trea·t of tile private af:fairs of an 1nd·1v:Ld.ual,or with in­

terests shared in by the w:hole oommunitY?Ras.hi,,,K1moh1 and most 0f 

tl1e modern schoJ,a.rs believe that the subj eot of .tli:e psalm is no 

<:>tl1er than t!1e peo1,1le Isr·ael. '!'his view saems the eo:rre0t one to me J 

and I sha1-1 endeavor t .o br.ilng to.gather amd oondense some of t~e 

arguments that have been addU.oed in :tavo_r of 1t.:rn the f'11's:t plaoe, 

ib vv. 5-7 the speaker is oontrast.i .ng himself 1'1 th his own f'o-rbears , 

"Jaueh. has nearRened to our fathers wlle:n they oallee:t upon b1ro" .N 
Could an individual speak 111 that ft.sh1onr?Ag.a1n, . .1n Ye 7 .r,~j/Jl reter.j 

to the nation,just as it does in Is.lf.l:~.Aooordd.ng:J.y,tl'l.e apeaker, 

the t,.J ;, oan represent only the 'Present genara,1on or the people, 
• 

oontl'aati.ng itself am :I.ta' ftte with the ftlte or 1t11 ftther■•• 

At first b.lush.,the exi>ress1on 1~1 ~ •p·J would 

seem to f'1t only an individual. , but tllat w1.thout undue wrenohi.ng 

1 t oan be made to .ap'pl.y to the entae people as well 1·• shown bf 
18 , .. f:ll.« h 1 1 1 ,.alled •/t.1:l..1l ~\tJI~ .Aga1n,oould the en. '• 'f'U .o, w ere ,noae s "' · 

8In1es 80 realietioaily painted 1n· vv.:1_3,..20 be the 1>1'1.n·te foea of' 



one man,even 1f' that man were,ae W1nokier su.ggeste,a k1ng?How vv. 

15-16,,lS' oa.n be taken literally,and the 111:ness oon~·ed ·as the 

malady of one man is d1ff'1eult to underst1nd.As Br·1gge PP1nts out, 

'•tne· descr1pti€>-n of the miseries endttred by the a11fferer is too var. 

ieci for any 1nc:lividual exper1enoeu..B~1:ggs •oontimles, 'Here many dif­

ferent s1tuat.1ons ere desol:'1bed 1n whtoh 1ndiw.dUals m!;ght be oon­

cei ved as Bl:lf't'ertng and 8.l."e combil'$d with na"tionQJ. e:xperienees, and 

tl1e whole made into a mesaio of~ a•ffilotion to represent 

the v,:oes of' a pious OOJJUJUnity, abandoned bY J'B.hweh to their orue'i 

fo.es11 

Dubin and Ob. divide the psalm into two ats-t1not fie 
psalms,t110 first,consisting of' "tv.2-22,depioting the aGr;>ws of a 

sorely tried s:utterer ,who 1et11i has not lost all ho1>e 1n his God 

and the God of h1a fathers,and the •Seoond,composed of' vv:.22-.32, 

reprtlsenting .r~ae.l IJer:r0r.m1ng its vow of i,roola1m1ng Jahweh' s 

' faithfUlness. a,nd reasserting the Messianic promise in the peaf 

assembly.,Thla view is untenaole,e.s will be demQ.ns:brated later.BUt 

if it were oorr,eot,it would mate the l.nd1v1dl2a.:1:i-1nt~J:i-etat1on of 

'tche"lf muoh easier to def•nd::t.for vv.,2-22,at :Least.For tae111e who 

adopt this 1nt®~Petation will ,have to overcome one. very- serious 

obJeot!l.on when the ~alm 1s viewed as a un1t. "If' the psalm oo.noern_ 

ed itself with an indlv:l.dual,a poo-r,ha.J.?assed,and ev;tct~ntly obsoure 

suf'f'-e~er-,wny snould his a:e11vei,an.pe result in aJ:l Ia~a,el joining 

together in praie.e of Jahweh? And,i'UrtherlnOre,how oould the deliver.­

atie'e of tlie person in quest:1on, tbts lone Ier_pel:tt·e, become the oo- ' 

oes1on ror the turning of the heathen and tnetr kings to J:ahweh?" 

( Baeth). What sat1si'a,o:tol7 answer oan be made to these que•&t1ons? 

we oan feel sa1'-e 1n say..1ng,th:e·n,that the "I" of thi~. 
-

psalm 18 the 00mm~1ty Is:rael,or even as Baeth.,.yuts 1t,•the 1dea1 

Ierael the Ebbed Jah\l\'eh of neutero---Isa1ah•.irhe ,qpest10,n natura11y ' . 



suggests 1 tselt':\o/ere the oiroumstanoes unde-r whioh this psalm was 

written the same as those attending tl1e 00mJ:)0s1t·1on of Deut-Is?The 

faot that tl1e ene1n1es so grayhicalJ.y dE;!SOW>ibed in vv.r..3,14,and 17 

oannot po ,A a1~ly 'be taken to mean B-abylon is q.ee1sive. \Vhen then was 

tl1e psalm com.vosed?Is t he Tem1:>le s,ta.nding?Bi-. st~:t,es that from v. 

23 ( J-;,·p ) , v • 26 ( >- ;,r allld ?-, , J ) , and Perhaps also v •:4( i <o J#> 
..n I !:,;:,.s, ) , ~i;he ert~tenee of' the Tem:pJ.e mus:t be suppo"Sed.Bu·t in my 

op1n1.on, t he evid:enee at l'ia:.oo does nG>t WaJ'.'rant suolil a oono-lusion. 

Cannot tI1e poet's high :tanev leap be.yond tne prese,nt into the past 

or t11e f'Utt1re?Br. ,w'h•o has o:ften. po1nt-ed tlu-s eut elsewhere when it 

ooourrea._, should have been tl1e first to 1.'eoogniz-e it here.IIowever, 

I bel1eve him to be ·oo;rr.eet ~hen ne .states that the poem :was prob­

ably com.posed bef0-1:1e the coming 0f' Nehem1ah. 11 Tl1e inf'a,t!Jt oommuni ty 

of tl'le Restorat1-on wa.s exposed to the oruel and treaoherous attaok~ 

of t l1e sur:rcouno.ing nat1-ons.T.hat th~e were severa:.l of these nat­

ions see1ns to be 1ndie-atea: by the various t.:l,gurJitfLve terms applied 

to them, bulls( 13 ,22 ), lions( llJ.,22) ,dogs( I7-22) ''(Br). It 1s they who, 

t11e poet 1mag:L.nes,are tnflioting •ounds on lsael that threaten to 

Prove fatal to its existenoe. 

The Israelites ar~ now on their native soiJ.. •. Jahweb 

has brought tl1em aome from exile on a f'ore1gn st~and.['hat part of 

D,eut-rs• s propheey nad been f'ltlfilad.But hatil not the gift~ s.eer 

foretold tae time when all the heathen nations would reeegnize Se.~ 

Weh1 s ,glorious de11verai:ioe. of Is,..ael as tte means whereby their 

o,wn eal vation would be brought about, and would then tUPn to Jah­

_weh:, tlie one O:od of 'b,he eartn,and wore-hip II1m·?!l'hen the \l,suf'fering 

eerv~n~' would at last oome 1~to nis own.But no,r,w.hen the Jk>et 

,..r1"" t lA•an time seemslNot o,nl,y have tlle ,heath-~ uBBthOW :ra-r oft tba 10 ~~ 

111 nat1ons not nee.rd of - · _;IA. 
e J .. - 8 :i.., 8 sot ot wondrcms lo,ie towara I,~e\-

t t,._ . . t :nt enough ..... bUt to o• 1 t a;,~ these 
"~t !n :i:taelf' were ,disappoin ~ . . : . ..',· . V'l:,t ,a..Jt1! .c,.. : -1, . . , 
~ '1,ka;~ N, ~ ;I tu · ', ,. cP~ 
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"TheY have henmed h:1lt\ ¾n 11ke wild beasts, the doge tear gaping ,JjH 
wounds in his hands 'nd feet(rd.with Baeth.and earlier versions, •• II l ,,,_,,~.:,i''theY dug).H1s vital powers are waning taet,his bones a'til 
wrenched out of jo1nt,h1s heart-beat is growing feebler,his palate 
is parohed.lie is drawing near death,and it 1s no other than Jah­
weh who 1s dooming him to the grave( v.16 'JJi~\!/..n ).He 1s worn to a 
skeleton,his foes gloat over his suffer1ngs,and are so oerta1n Of 
11is deat11, that even before he gasps out 1110 last breath, they a))­
portion his garmsnts among them.O,tl1at Jahweh would save h1m from 
tl1e swordJAlready the lion• s jaws 8.?'e oriish1ng him."{ l~st ten 11hnes 

I are from Peake,utth minor changes) 

In these stirring figures d:rawn f'rom the individual 
experiences of 1nany suff'erers,the poet details the havoo wrought I 
on Israel by i, ts enem1es .. rsrael1 s national :fortunes arie at their 
nallir.Isra.el or1es truly out of the depths.Why has Jahweh forsaken 
h1m?Tl16 deliveranoe promised Israel 1s infinitely fa1'-off;ll1s ang­
uished wails for help are still uttered in vaill.But still 1e not 
Jahweh the "Hol1' one" of Israel ?Is 1 t not He who has protected Is­
rael in the past !froDili the attaok.s of its heathen enem1es?Oan that 
Holy One,whose praises Israel has ever sung,abandor him 1n the 
hour of d1rest need?Their f'athel!'S trusted in JahWeh and wePe deliv­
ered(Is 1t not 1ae1y tll#t the dellveranoe from B'abylonian Exile 
1s intended here? )The exiles' 1.n-ayer to Jab,J1eb was answewed; the 
great Unknown had spoken truly;Is:rael was reatottell.BUt what of' the 
rest of tiwt inspired propheoy?dontrast the present Israel with 
the hOPef'Ql ardent band to 1mom the prophet I a }a'Om1e"8-s addressed,. 
The eJq)l'eseions used bY neut-la. to depict the wotul. ,oonc11 t1on ot 
the exiles for whom so g1or10ue a fUture was dest,ined bave aunk deep int d n4 ~8 a,a now with portentous ~1gnit1oa~. o the l)Oet• a min ,a ~ 
1fhat :ts Israel now bUt a mere worm(Ia.1µ:111,),the bYtro1'4 •of tye hea-
ti'len,expoeed to their oontem;pt(Is.49:7,53:3;~1:14)?BUt still from 



Israel's earliest ?lii:t'SJ· oy as a nation has· not Ja- h ,._ · h1 · 1 · .a,we ~eea . s re-
liance and 111a sola.oe?'(Is 46·~•1;:i.•2 24•1,9•1. 

5
) H 

1
. 

1 • ·- •-++t-• ' ,.,. • , · • e s now 1n dedly 

peril; ther 1s rio nx>rt\3i being t~t oan help h1m,only J~hweh oan 

sa·ve him, let J "ahweh then a;ppi,0e:oll. 

As has be-en said bef'or-e,Gh.and Dulun 0011s1<1er the 

last o:ry f'Or help(v.~)the end ef the oJ'iliginal pealm,and :treat vv. 

23-.32as virtually ano:t-her psalm and a.ti entfi'ely different one.BUt 

this is a. serious er:t?or. suoh a d.tohotom:y i,obs li>oth parts of all 

religious value.without the .seoona part the f~st has no ra1so d•~ 

re,and wit1101,i1t the first the second ea·n ha;rdly be andersto·Od.The & 

sttf'fering and despair of vv.1-22' EU'e the neoea~y prelude to the 

tr1Umpha.nt h0])E of vv. e3-.32.S,tlddenly tbe tene oha~es from tear-

fUl lament :llito j ,1..11D11ant paean.His prayer ha'S b.ecen answei,ed. In a 

burst of eo.stat1o vision he 'beholds, Israel delivered fr.om its ene­

mie.e and Deut-I s' a sub11me prophecy oompJ.etel1t fUlf'illed. First, the 

most fa1thf'Ul 1n israel,the pious kernel,wbo,as it see-ms,have at 

no time dou.bt-ed Jiahwe~• s power or love,w1ll mate known to their 

m<n'e ekept1oal,or,perha.ps,slower-w1tted bretliaeri the s1gnifioaboe 

o:f t lo:.e natio,n• s deliverance anew by Jahweb~Then a ll tbj seed of 

Jacob( a f'avo_ri te phras•e of Deut.-Ie. e.g. ,45,:19 ,2~) ,all of them no:w 

deeply devout, w-111 pay due hono.r to Jahweh, tl1e oom:passienate and 

lov1ng.,Tbey who have suffered muoh will nave f'\l.lriess of' joy.BUt 

Israel•s delitv:e-mnee has yet p.no'ther,and a ~and.er issue.What of 

the enemies fr.am whom Israel has been ~ved?Shall bloody ve~eanoe 

be dealt out to them JLn return f':>r the1r f1efi41.sh D:rllelty?Eolfor I 
Jahw.e:n•a plan of sa1vation a,s })1"0o.1:atmed bY Deut-Is has y&t, to be 

~~ized.Juet as the prophet Md torets1d1the nations who bad ft>r­

totte~ J~hweb would on beh0ld1ng Isr.,el's wondr~a, delivenno~ 

-
,., King of the world.To Rim alone(ra.. . turn to Jahweh,for He ~s · 

l,L' ~ , do,rf.l.Deut-Ie•·e rigid monothe1am is 
V :, ~ )Shall, all on earth bOW . 

- ~ 0in1.ttent tn the psalm:L$t_• s oQnso ~ -



w11en 111 the distant future the nations shall all have been oon­

verted to the worship o:f Jahw,eh, the men who will 11ve in that time 

will appreciate to th.e fUllest ext·ent the s1gn1!'1oanoe o•f' the sa1-

vat10n( 'iJ1'7Y. 1s used] here as in Deut-Is)whioh Jahweh har:, wr0ught; 

the d:re~m of' t he great 1>r0phet will ha~e ·come true,and Jahweh will 

reign supreme on earth. 

Stlnun:tn g up,we 1nay say tha:t Jfilhis psalm is ·strongly 

dependent on Deu t-J:s., both in language and 1.n tbought.::tts central 

idea is t hat o:f the prophetic b 001t.It has be en stated above,and M 
ne·eds no repetition nere. But t l1e_re :ls o,ne Deu.t.-Isaianio not10n 

that 1s 1niss 1ng i n the work before us. T:tae prophet ])iotures the 

nations ~-s -realizing that Israel has suffe~ed in order that relig­

ious truth might be brought t ·o them,ha:r:, borne the punishment Wh1oh 

they deserved !for their sii:ifUlnep s a11d idolatry• as Pealizll.ng all 

tlus to the fUllest extent when they behOld I~.e.els del.1verrenoe 

and eleve.tio·n,and then in amazement ana deep oontr11b1on t'Ul!n1ng to 

Jahweh and the worship o.f His nant9.BUt in the Psalm we f1:m no 

mention at all of suoh a reoogm tion on the :part of the nations. 

T'll.e 1mP1'•eesll.on gained f'i'OJil the pi;mim 1s tba.t it 1s Isr,ael who pro_ 

o1a1tne to the world the momentous sign1f'1oanoe of 1ts ow,n g1or1ous 

deliveranoe,e.nd that then the mt1ons aoknowl~ Ja.hweh,and sub­

m~t themsel:ves to nm.T:r;'Ue this 1s an essentia.1 pai-t· o~ Deut-Is, 

butf''it ocours side by side with tlle oonoept1.on .stated above, but in 

tJ1e psalm it is :tihe e:,llly JfOrm ,1,rbiOh the wr~ter·• ·s f:U.ture ho-_p~ takes 

lllUloonolueion, it DBY be said tMt Psalm 211s a ~ithf\11 and beau­

tt.ru1 reneotion o·f th:e teaohing.s o-r the grea,t univer1a11st10 

,ro~et etf the EXile • 

• 



PSALM 47 

This 1s,as a ll co t t nnne·n a ors aanut,a oomnmn1ty-song. 

Br. ealls 1 t a •itemple-hymn for th-e Fe~at ,of Tll"Ulnp,ete" .All :the e~t·"-., 

is t<.> rej,oioe 1n J e:hweh, ror He 1s its t1.ng.But H.e. favors Is-rae1 

eepeoia..J... ly ,an« has wrought a g:l'eat de1ed on its 'behalf. Yet Hp is 

k1z;ig of all thG womld,an~ H·e ha.s begun His r e1gn over tnem,and th~ 

,vill join Israel ln lauding l! i.in.Is;rael 1e in 1ts ©wn land,and t he 

Temple exi·sts.It 1s tl1e Seoond Temt,i e ,of oourse,fol' t ,,lte oenoep-t-

ion o f Jahwe.h aa k1n~ o~ the whole earth,aD 
~'6 J. ... a. universal ,Mess-1s.n1o 

r'Uler, v,a s not oUl'-:r.>ent in pre-ex1 lie times .. 

All at tempts to de,termine 'bhe eve.nts whioh ooo.as­

ioned the 001npos1 tion of this psalm are in vain. we Gan me.rely oon­

jectu.re vrhat these ev,ent s may h8ve been.H,as I ,srael. been viotor1ous 

over sorne enemy,,as v.4 rnay pe.rbaps 1:nd1o,ate?·0..l' does t hat ve;rse .r e­

fer to the oonq;uest of Canaan eent,urtew a,~o?It w111 be, be-st,I thin~ 

to regard tiuu psalm as the r esu1tt of no aappe:ning,s whatever in 

the outside world1 te ooris-ldQr it ratbetr a,s the ;pr oduot of pure im­

agina t1on, a true poet• s super ·nal v1sien re:vrectuoed 1n words. 

In t.he mind's-eye of' the pealpdst the glorious sal­

vation pre-figured by neut-Is.has already oome to pe.se."The poet 

aelebntes the adve11t of that ble-ssed time una.er tfie image ot Jah­

Weh' s entnroi:iement"'(Sta·erlt).It would seem from vv.J+-, that he has 

not yet entir·ely abandoned •tf.le old nat 1onal1st1o hope o'f pol1t1oal 

SUl)Demaoy . ,BUt unde:r t~ 1nspire.t:1on of the great ex11io i>rol)het 

this hope 18 expanded and trans~ed into a nobler ddeal that 

-"'--oes 1 ,,4 I __ A, -J'Bhw-eh' a own l)e<>p.l~,is v1otor1ous 
"~1~.1.·a the who e worw • 111.&.CIV .... 

•0 v&:r its enem1es.Jemreh has sin,:le(l out Ie:tael. 88 the peop3.e- of 

..,1 h L•x /.r,J n) ),.ts not this &Ufnoient bl1ea 
~ a 1nheritanoe(Rd.w1t · ~ · 
.- _ ,.,,nd Ymojihes1ed an 1.nnn1telY gt-and.er t\-es. 
~v~ Is1-ael?•ol~or neut-Is.~~ ,,_ .. 

t he mea•• whereby all tne rest ef 
tl:ny for I .srael.It 1s to beoome : · 

-t ' --' t ' 

' ' 



(9) 

tne world is to be blessed.Through Israel the heathen nations that 
walk in spiritual darkness Shall oome to know J!lhweh,and knowing 
Him shall praise Rini.Our J)Oet•s visi on transoends even thia.He see.s 
Ja11weh already entering upon His sovereignty. "All the peoples of 
earth are assemble,l,to :vay homage to Israel's God.Just as the king,:, 
of' I srael would asoend t l1e t hrone amtd the sound of' trumpets and t 
the plaudits and salvos o'!' t.he POJJUl aoe,so all mankind wil l unite 
1n jubilant praise to the Lor d of the world wl:aan He mounts the 
11eovenl y throne and assumes the rulersl11p over all the peo1>les

11 
(#­

Staer k ) . Th1s magn1fioent scene is as real to the poet ae if it 
were tt-aki11g place before riJ.s very eyes( ?.6 -tJ in v. 9 is the prophet­ic perfect ,as in Is. 52 :7 ) . 

"Thus is fulfilled", says staerl:, "tl1e Deutero-Isaian ... 1c hope of the entrance of all IJeoples into the blessed kingdom of 
the God of Israel.In this lovely piotu.re of Jahweh'e approaching 
enthronement there 1a one feature of eepeo1al beauty.Around the 
throne of the Most High the princes of the people a.re standing 1n 
homage 11.ke vassals around the throne of an earthly ruler". World-
ly dominion and 1nie:Pendenoe are as nought to them now; "gladly 
they renounoe these in order that they my enter tbe serv1oe of a 
higher Master whose sp1r1 tual kingdom embraces all mankind. So under" 
the heavenly King there 18 but one people,the people of the God 
or Abraham,ft>r Israel's belief bas beoome the world-rel1g1on•(Bae~. 
suggests that Abraham 1s mentioned here because the heathen nat1on5', 
Juat 88 Abraham onoe did,bave trred t)lemaelves t:rom the t'etters of 1 

.,,salm bears no resernblanoe in lang1.1age to Deut-
dolatry). Thie¥ 

Ia•,but 1n thought 1t ---1s d'f reotlY dependent on the latt81" work.Its 0 
\t, irirual 00111,nznity 1n wn1oh all the heath-

0noelJt1on of the o,ne s1.1 

le in adoration of Jahweh",1s,1n 
en nat1ona 301n the lhosen Peop 

t nt ot' the 1Jl'8Bent psalm is re­
the Ol>1n1.on of staerk,wnose trea me 

lr!a.~kably sYmpathet1c an 



rnarkablY sym1Jathet10,and on whom 1 hav·e lib 
11 era Y drawn-it is,1l1 

}rla opinion. as exalted as anything· in Deut I It . 
· - s. may be noted that 

tne servant-mot.ive finds no IJlaoe in this p· ,._B t . 
sa.uu. · u the un1 vereal-

istio note is here struok--more entranoi Y,\oolv tmon b . 
. •'0- .~ •~ ever e:trore. \V1 th 

its drea,m Of"a wo~ld~embraoing faith that ba·tters down the barrier$ 

of raoe and nation" ,.th1.s psalm all but attains the very zenith of 

Jewish religio~s thought an(l :reeling. 

PSALM 65 

Tl:lis psalm 1s a song o:fi' gratitude for J:ahweh' s many 

aots of kindness.Oob. oono1sely SUinJl']B.1"1zes it as t"ollow·e:uThe 

singer thanks Jahweh,who has heard hia prayer and f'oPgiven hie 

sins; l1e esteems himself happy 1:>eoause ne oa:n dwell in Jahweh' a 

oourts(2-5 ).G,reat 1s Jahweh; 1n hibtory a.a in mture ltis omnipoten~ 

is revealed( 6--9) .He 'bestows rioh blessi1ngs on the 1.and; va!-lleys and 

hills l)r-aise Ri m, :for He ha,s granted the ea:rt11 f:rui t:f'Ul abundance 

( 10-14-)u . Most of t he 00mmentat.ors believe tbat the speaker here 1s 

Israel.Some of' them,l1oweve1",take lf8. 

But 1n v. lJ.b the plural is employed( 

in the individual sense( > J i.l ) 
I " 

' 
/ J 1j <lJ:) ) .Rut, says <'Joblen::, the 

two half-v.erses are oo-ord1nate and a!re logloallY oonneoted.Reoog­

n1z1ng that tlil.1s 1s the oase,some ,J,!ss.of' LX read 

just1f'1ed t11en,1n referri~ v.21,a to tile 00mmun:l,ty. , . 

T.hree passages in tll::ls psalm seem to ha,re a univers,.. 

a11st1o bee:ring,to w1t,vv.3,6,and 9--"unibo Thee all :flesh oometh" 

( v.,3.b), "Thou oonfidenoe of the e•nds Of t:b:e ea:rt.h and of faraway t 
1slands"(v.,6b),arnI•s.q t)lat the¥ ,that c:lweil ·at the ends o~ the eart·~ 

~e af'raid ot thy eigne;Tbou make13t the Eas•t and the West spout 

With jOY"(v.,) • .Br.deelares these passages interpolations,basi~ 

hie oonolu.sion on purely arbitrary grounds--t.he passages' Clo not 

f'1t lnto his 1nterpi,etat1en of the poem,torsooth.They e:re,ln my 

· '° ~he poem wt h81'dlY an important part. 011n10,n,an integral part 0.1. u ' · 

~hey e:1t1>rea~ the hope t9 wh:iah fiQLtt-i •• a,o ofte,p gav_e, It\~~-

I 

I 

) 



that all the world WOUld someday attain the ... 'l'\"-1 dg 
.r.. • ...," e e of Jahweh. our psalmist was evidently film111ar with neut 

1 
, 

- es propheoy,and. •'6 1nfluenoed by it to a omns1derable extent.But he was hardly exalt-
ed by i t to the h i ghest Peaks Of visioning and song,as wer e the 
authors of Ps a. 22 and 96.Tm, gr eat un1versa11st10 ideal was f'Br 
ttom bei ng t he d:r1v1ng-foroe o f hi s BP1r1tudll 11f e;th1nge mor e 
material lJOsses s equally as great an interest for him. 

We ar e 1n no :pos1 t 1on t o determine the oo,~aeion fi,N 
wh1oh oal led forth t he present psalm. It may ha ve been some cele-
brati on attenda nt on t he spring sowing(Baeth) , or the bringing of a I 
voti ve Offer i ng to t he Templ e(Br. ) ,or the grat itude felt by the 
agrioult ur~l com:rlllll11ty f or a part t oularly f'rll i tfUl 11arvest (staer k ), 
But whatever the oooas1on,1t was indeed one of gr eat joy to the 
s i nger a11d t o the comnt1.n1 ty. The psa l ro1st •s heart overflows with 
thank:f\llne s s to J ahv1eh.The i,rayers or the oomm1n1ty(f'or rain, a s 

t. s everal oommentators SUl'm1se? )have b8)1 answered.As they now grate-
fUlly adore J ahweh,so, in the flllness of t1me,Bba l l all on earth do 

1 T11e hea t hen,that now supplioate false gods,will someday addre s s 
their prayers to t he one true God. i'hey rejoioe that Jahweb has for­
gt ven their sins. Truly hapv, ere they that they oan enjoy oommun101(_ 
With Him.He has marvelloUsly vroteoted Israel at all t1mes,and,reo_ 
ogn1z1ng this, the ends of the earth w1ll turn to J8.hweh.A.ga1n,Jah­
• eh 18 great in nature,and because of tl}is distant na t1ons will 
stand 1n awe of B1m,and break 1nto sbo11ta of joy.Lastly,,Tehweh is 
to be ~ised for the blessings of f ertility Wbioh He bas bestowed 
0 n the land. 

th last mentioned tlteme whioh 1a UJ>J>ertwst It 1s e -
1 

quently,the un1veraal1st1o aapirat1on 
n the poet•s m1nd,and,oonse 

1 
nly 8 a1de-1asue.rhe last seot1on,vv.10-

1,0011oqu1a1J.y apeak1?W, 0 

l 
agriou.1tura1,1e the mo•t truly JJOet1oal 

4M dealing wity matters 

I 



of all!.Thi-s psalnu.st• a hea::rt is 

for the oonvers1on Of' the world 

fallen upon him. 

PSAlill 66 
• 

not filled with a white-ho* pass1o~ 

to Jahweh;Deut-I·s• s mantle has not 

their 
Tltis Psall:n 1s a thanksgi v1,ng song of the people for 

deliverance.All the earth 18 to 
be joytu1 and is to worship 

Jahwel1,v1hose dews al"e. wounderf'l:11,who has put :tsrael to the te.s,t.f 

singer will Pay his vows to Jahweh~who has hearkened unto his 
prayers. 

The first qtrest.10n with wh1oh we must deal. oanoe:rns 

itself with the identity of the supjeet of the psalm:whether it is 

an individual or the ool11l1Wl1ty.A11 the sonolars· ag.rcee that the 

speaker 111 vv.l-l2 is the oommunit-y,but the:!:!, op.in:Lons dif'fel" :i.n 

regard B'o v-Y.1,3-20.Ewald,Hupf'eld -and :t)Uhrn ma1.nta1n that an 1ndi­

vidu-al is the subjeot of tl'ie latter seat10n,ana on the stre'hgtb of 

tl11s divide the J,>salln into these two dist:Ln0t parts{Br.and Ch. 

likewise ~ tb.1s division,bUt for othfll' rea-aons).T'hat in the 

flrst part the fll'st person Plltt-al 1s used,whi!e 1.n vv.13~20 the 

singula:t' oecmrs,1s hardly so deo1s1:ve· a p:nof' as these sol:lolers 

d.eem 1t.In the first plaoe,the psalmist's intention to offer 

s.aorit:Loes of thantcsgtv:1.ng t0 Jalilweh oannot possibly :li>e oonetdered 

OtltePW1se tlle:n as a oo.nsequenoe of the del:l:v-emnoe of Israel de­

BOl'1bed 1n the preded1ng verses ( (d·ob.ana Smend)."It wee the oom­

rDUnity whloh Jahweb had preserved ,o womrous1Y(vv.t-J.2);1t is 

tlle.t same oominunity,theref'<>re,.wMoh will :proola1m its patittude 

to H·1m{ vv •13_1, ) • In spit te of the tnns1 t1on f'.l'Oui plural. to aj.ng-

U 1 •~ . 1 1 telY into ?el2"(00b).fhe oonneot1on be-.,--,v.13 doveta1 s ooUXP e , 
.,_ , i -• too olose to juet1f'Y,on any grounc1s vween the.ee two verses s -- · 
•hatever,a «uvision into two di1parate pq·aJms. "lfor.eoiver,,,1s it oone 

. 1 oould of'£er all the various MW k1nd•a 881'118.ple that an tnd1v1dua ...., 

p 
I 



0£ saorifioes enumerated in v. l5?Equa11y untenable is Staerk• s 

view 
tha

t 
th

e Psalm was wri tt et:i o:r adapted fo.r i,rooes e1:ona1 J:)'U:r­

poses ,and 
th

at 
13ff.was a pa,rt to be chanted by a single voioe.Nor 

is Beer( quoted by Cob. ),aoi,rect in holding that 1n v.16(.o' 0.6,\ · .~'").) .±:>) 

the S])eakel" is s1ngl,illg himself out f'l.-om the rest o.f t .he o0u:mun-

i ty. on the oontrary~'the BPeaker is addressing himself to the nern1m?' 

> all the pious Peo:ple on earth,who ~e t0 reoogn1ze in M.s,:tsrael•s 

fate, tl1e mighty hand Oif' Ja.hwe1111 ( Oob .• ).iFrom the begtt.nn1ng to the 

end, then, the subj eat of this PsalJn 1s the 0omnnin1tv of Israel. 

It 1,s e·xceedingly •diff1oul t to de,te:rnu.ne the, e.p.­

proxirnate date· of' t11e p,saJ.m.The unve,rsa•11st1o tende,nov visible ln 

the poem makes 1 t diff:tOUlt t .o believe that tlle poem 1s of pre­

ex111c origin.The sufferings ·re£erred ·to !l.n vv.1_0.-12 could poss­

ibly be those of tl1e Baby1en1an Ex1le,but y&t the:re 1s no pos1t1ve 

1nd1oation that the Jews are ban118hed f'ltom their ow:r:i land.These 

ver,s.es are redolent of Is,#~s:.:10 and Malaoaltl.3:3.(Ba,e-~h),e.nd oon­

eequently argue,even if they do not oona,'le:t,ely pro:ve 1>ost-ex111o 

der1vation • .Ilaetl!l.e.nd ot~Pe ;tnf'er f'lt0m vv.13-15 that the Temple is 

al:ready retul.lt.But 1.s suoh an inf'erenoe 1nev1teble?Could not a 

:Poet wr1t1ng befo~e the re'bu1lii1ng of the Temple imag1n·e that sta%­

ly ed1f'lee as standing,and Israel as mek:f.ng -and paying vol'Ts?:Be tli-~ 

as it may,,.-8 ue,I believe,safe 1n saying with Baeth.t'hat the 

Psalm was ooJitPOsed not long a,fter the return of :the f'irat eld.les 

from Ba by lo ri. 

The pseJmt~t 18 undaJ" the spell of a v1e1on of that 

glo>!tous v1si1on of the ruture ·painted l>J Deut1!la .. Iaael,C:lelJ.vei,ed 

~- . _ _. ..... e,ned into new l!l.J'e ~v f#ill,1f/Jahvfeh, """-Vtn dire d1stress,a,- qua.\HII 

1 t ,.. JZli>men~oue part 1 t is to play in the -8 now supreniel}' awue 01£ "'8 . 

14- Jab.well, the great 1'0:tkel9 of m~a:oles , 91,111-1 tue.1 history of the Woll' • 

- •tal test ;.lie allowed men tt>r the ttme he.a Wt them through the oruo 

I I 
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being to perseoute them{of.v.12 with Ia.51:23).Their attl1ot1on 
weighed heavily upon them.In their distress they turned for reaoue 
unto Jahweh; 

th
ey made a vow unto Rim.He hearkened unto their 

prsyer;He aent them del1veranoe.The vow whioh they Dllde 1n attl1ot_ 
10n will be paid now-now when Hw has delivered. them,when He baa 
brought them into the "open a1r11{\Vellh. )But their gratitude to # 
Jahweh Will not oease with this.Has not Jahweh,throUgh neut-Ia., 
his prophet ,assig ned. to them a great m1ss1onfTheirs--su.oh were the 
prophet's words-was the task of sprrading Jahlreh1 a name and wor­
ship throughout the •~ld.In J8.hweh1 s l4vv1dent1al guj,danoe of His 
people Israel the heathen mtions will reoogn1ze His l)Ower and 
glo:rry.'l'hey will then praise Him as Israel extols Him now. 

Tl1e psalmist 1s greatly dependent on Deut-Is. :fOr 
the un1versal1st1o l1ope whioh,as we have seen,1>e:rmeates bis work. 
But he 1s far below the spir1 tual plane of' his 11.luatrious lD'ed­
eoeseor. Of' the 1.nuzren1ve otnoeption o:f Israel as the SUf'fvlng 
servant of Jahweh he seems to know nothing.Rel1giously,he is d&­
oidedly 1nf'er tor to the authors of' the paain. previously d1aouased , 

PSAl,ll 67 
i'his ppsalm 1s a S01n11-,ns to all nations to thank 

&nd to revere Jebweh,whD governs 1n equity and whO blesses Israel 
1r1 th His bounty .It was evidently oom:posed at a t1me when Im'ael 
enjoye4 great peaoe.J'i-om v. 7a 1t IFOUld seem tbat the psalm was 
Wl'1tten tor the barvest-teast.sut it this were the oaae,an oooas-

ly merit IDOJ.le ment1on tban 1a 
1on so 1nu>o_rtant as this would 8111'8 

, 1" 111 be beat to :tollO'IJ the esta~ 
8

0eol"'ded, 1 t here.BUt sti·""lll " IF 

t tion ot the verse,and to regard 
11Bhec1 translation and 1ntd'P2"8 • 
1 

. t-testi val. t aa a ref'er"noe to tbe JmrYeB 

Deut-Ia.11ve• age in in the wr1 ter of' this paalm. 
ith the un1ver•l1at10 ■J)1r1t ot 

!be l)oet 1s v1rtUal1Y saturated IF 



tbe prophet.It has become his very l1f.e-blood;1t is the theme or 

hiS everY, 
th

ourt•In th!s l>Salm be 8Xl)at1ds the Old l)rieetly bless­
ing into a lovely benea.1o·t1o . h1 

· n w •ch embra•oes the whole wor.ld.Jah-
we~! s goodness to Israel 1$ not grantod t~-t I 

1 
. · 

. • "' 1.ICJ. • arae al.one may en-
joy 1t,bUt rather that thro1,1gh the oontelil.Plation of it all peoples 

on earth may be broug11t to J ·ahweh.They shall know t~ Ja)Dfeh is 

a just judge,anq that it 1s Ha.and only He,that dbeets the ways 

of mankind.Israel'·s joy 1n th.~ matertuJ, P.r<>sJ)er1ty aooorded him by 

Jahweh is absor·bed. by the immeasurably greater bliss atf'O:rded by 

the prospect of the early fUl.f1ll~nt of the missil.en am1gned him 

by Deut-Is.,Ja.hweh's lll)Uthp:t.ece.Lofty indeed 1s the religious lev­

el reached in this Psallll. Ste.erk of all the oommentators has best 

understood 1t and oaught its spu-1t,a.nd I snail be em:ou.sed,I trust
1 

for quoting h:bm liberally here. "Here w·e ha:ve an eloquent test1nx>l)­

ial to t.ne power of Israel's wo~ld-~mbraotng f81tb--e ftlith that 

oan see beyond presen:t PllYs1oal 'bless1:r:igs,~nothe:r am a greater 

blessing which shall be its reootJU)ense fOi- the suooess.fUl oonwl~ 

t1on Of its great world-m1ss1on--e faith that "hOlds 1n 1ts own 

God Jahweh m>re tllan one mnall 1:>e0ple·•1 s guardian de1 t'V,---m>re than. 

a mere heavenly being bestowing })2'0f'Use 'bOUnttes on :1. t •se-lf, bUt, 

rather,ln:finitely more tnan this. none o,ther,:tn t1"uth,tnan the one 

holy and incomparable God of au t.he, ,rorJ.d,,li>etore wbom,as neut-Is. 

had onoe proola.imed,aJ.1 at1on-, on eath 1'0Uld aomed.J.Y bo;w 1n ador_ 

at1on.The largess 'bestowed /titby crtibweb on Ieael 18 o,nly an earn­

ea:t of tbat epeedilT-nea:ril'C t1rne when Bia eternal p!Lan of aalva-

ti .1 :1.J.t be C'4'0irned: "1th oona>lete nooea.s. on with th1s,E1e peap ••• · 

fi t l bl!ate the barveat-teaatllffiat a l'ioh en-GOW glor1oua a way o oe e · 
.. . the 8118er ms:t have j)oeeesaed to be "~tit ()f ep1r1 tae.1 vision · · 

., t"'1B ·n,.esent,o,:1.ear1y-v1s~ble bo\tnty &ble to eee f'Oreahadowed .i.D ~ l{-

la~1&ibed on Israel's liar~esi.,a pander and nobler ·ble.•tng whiob 
. , 

I 
I 



tlle fUture had 1n store , 
f'o.r Jahweh and His k1ngdoinl 

1 

It 1s indeed diffl 
· ' oult to 'l:m-1dle one• s enthUs1asm 

f<?r this superb Ultlversa11st10 ll<>em.The author is Deut-Ists true 

disoiple. One· WOUld think that he ha~-sat at the .,_,..P'ke:'- Is 
"'"".., ,.1., '" feet., and 

thel'e oaug11t his me.stm-• a holy fervo:tt Hi 
1 • · s anguag_e,to be sure,1s 

not rem1n1soent of the earlier writer but th 
1 

. . 
· , . e deals and aspirat-

ions vth1oh dominated his ltre,and to wb:1.oh he. gave tttteranoe so 

movingly in t1111 Psalm,were those er the prophet or the Exile. 

This P-salm is 'base·d on J'ahweh• s v1otor1es., both those 

gained in f'Orntel' times and those Of times more more recent.The tJII 

wio,ked v,111 Perish wllen Jahweh arises, but the r1ghteoue will be 

glad.Praise Jah1vel1 who oares for the oppressed and the 1m.Pr1soned. 

Jahweh has given ~#i}'tlH:~F/h'/##o.anaan unto Israel;He has 

soa tt ered I sr-ael • s enem1.e,s.Jahwel1 has s1ngled out Mount z ion r.rom 

all other hills.Ile w,tll deli var Israel t"rom PEftt11 and arttah its 

enemie-s.11or this tliank: Jakweh,and make prooes·~na unto li1s ~em­

Ple.Innt:ne fUture,too ,llllY Jahweh oonquer nations hdi.stile ta Him 

and t G Iarael.Rraise, then,the Ood o.f Israel! 

!rhe oolllI!Un1:ty autaorsh:tP of t~i,s l>salm 1s denied 

by no wr1ter,.T·11e numerous o1ta.t1on, trom Deatero,nom,,Juages,Rab­

bakult,and. Deut-rs,and,abOv.e all,# the :re:petition of NU.mberslO :35, 

~w the late o~1g1n o:f tbe wo.rk.Br.g:Lves a 11st of A»am:t:ams am 

ls te l1ngu1s,t:Lo· to:rma w?aoh oonf'irm& this v:tew.~e gain the illu>re-~s .... 

ion t;,om vv.25f'f'. that the TeJ'Dl)le 1111 alandinl• *~vez, 1megJ:nable oo,.. 

oaa1on and date,•sa~a K:!nkP•, •has been. -ges'te4 ~ tb1-. Pe.aim., 

l'a-ixg from tbe age of JosllUa to that of Alexander .Jannet.as" .The 

h11tor1oal and g~g:ral)hioal re:re:renoes in ,rv. l!A2~ .28 ,31, and 32 

81'8 ettraordil18l'i.lY baff].:Lng.M'W>b .mental anguish would doubtless 

be ,.,...,, 8 .r.~eiU:t1o oonjeot~e •. The ftot 8l>aJ.ted ua 1:r ,we a4optecl w, 

18 
tMt Wt3 aave no~. 

j 
I 



( lJ) 

suffioient reliable data to enable ue to oome to any very def1n1:te 

oonolus1on in regardi to the perclod 0 .o 
00

rn..,'ln iti 
"' -.t"'s on of this Poern. 

As has been said bef'ore,·the lai::guage of tnis psa-lm 

allows eons1de:ra,ble dependanoe on that of' Deut-Is.fhe IJrinolpal 
points of' oenta.ot az,e : 

v.i,,­
v. 7-
v.~o­
v.30-
v.32-

The buoyant hope,amountang almost to voe1t~ve oonv1ot1on,t~t Jab-

weh will s0on tm.m.fest His omnipotenoe and deJ.1ver His PeGple,1s 

vary muoh l i ke that whioll an1~te,s Deut-Is.Ag.a1n,the demand ex­

pres.sed in vv.3.3-36 -- is aomewh8.t ~gegti ve o.'f' one f eature of 

the fUtu:re hope entertalned bi 1 tbe p:uophet .• Bu,t 1 t 1s a :far ory 

:from the lofty Sl>ir!Ltuality of Deut-Is 1 s un1vei,se.l1stJ.o ideal to 

the ondenesa and ooarsenees of the present writer•• mes-a1an1o ex-

1>eotat1on.How oan we best aooount t"OY ,so strik:tng a oonti-astt 

There 1.s,1n ll(V' op1n:ton,11ttle ~ ncl just1t-1oat1on 

for the extravagant praiN aooozcttlCI the poem bT Xu-Itp.a..i others. 

Regarded ftom the point of view Qt ~el.1g10us oontent,1t 1a deo1d­

edlY ant inferior pro@ot.ait bllve we 110t see_n that it beu-s the 

atanw o.f neut-Is?StUl we oannot help tMnk:Ing tbe:t the master 
I 

WOUld 811'.rely d1801fn 80 unprnm111:tng a d!LBGipleJrow GOUld the ~Oi>hefl 

beaut1.f\ll dream ave beoome the hor.rtble nightnre he~e en!V'lsagecl. 

and desor:1'bed? A l:lt-elv a:n.-er •~~t• it•el•• mn- 1>sa~at has not 

OB.Ugbt the deeplY-rel1g1ou1 slgm~oanoe o'8 D6'lt-Is• a .:Nture hop~. 

Ue wae .ftuniliar wtlth tbe imc,ptie'I'• raJ)tu.Tou• V1a1on or the eata~ 

i1eJunent Of Jablreh' 11 dom:ln:2.Gn ov-e:r all! the ~ •. blt b:t• SP:b-1 t-

11•1 ~ _.. -• .. h to eJl8.ble h1m t,o realise that tb~a - ~ was not x.ne e, .... 146 

A4 .. . _,..1,.l'lf10u8 onlr,the ra:tJ.e or lahweh oyer the 
'4.liV .. ne 80VEn'ei&nitJ' WllB -.:r;v .16 · · 

"'"' ...... t nit ,. ,..., __ .. tv.!o lU.·11111 ~Dll,.$10h Obedi:enoe 
Mvta.t: an11 aoul ot a u e~ .1,114...-ilio ,, 

J ' 



-
could be seourec1 only as a result of the PhYs1oal SUbJugat1on or all nations by Jahweh• s own Peop1e,Israe1. 

Israel has won a great v1oto:ry,To the B1Jl5er,th1s 
is the preou:rsor Of another and a greater triunwh,Jahweh• 

8 
aeoens-

1on to the heights of Zion at tha head of 111s :martial hosts.It is 
the ol1roox of a brilliant series of deeds wrought by ~'#I.?### 
Jahweh on Israel 's behalf.Deu.t-1s•s hope that all mankind would 
someday Unite 1n ohoruss1Jl5 Jahweh1 s pra1ses,willi. now aoh1eve tru-
1 tion.Does not all of Israels marvellous history Presage this 
havw event?In days of yore Jahweh led His l)e()Ple out ot the wil­
derness w1 th His mighty Arm.Be blrought them into the land of oan­
aan,and drove out or destroyed their enemtes.He nade Oanaan a fer­
tile l and f'Or His oh1ldren to dwell in.He bas eavecS them again 
from peril.He has yet one final a~, of deliverance to perform f'or 
them.He will orush all their enemies; they shall bathe their teet 
in the bloOd of their heathen f'oes;Jah\''811 shallt be v1otor1ous in 
all the earth.Jlor did not Deut-Is.toretell Bia universal tr1unn,~ 
He shall asoend Zion,His ohOsen hill,aoo:0JJU)an1ed by H1s faithfUl 
SUbjeots,am:td msio and sozg.There majestio He will sit enthroned, 
showing HiDBelf' terrible to au the nations wbO will have oome 
hither to glorif'Y H1m.ThUs 1s Bis universal aovar•ignty attained; 
thus 1a neut-1st s dream oome true. 

As has been tntinatett bett,re,our psa.1m1-,t bas oom­
l>letely misinterpreted the pu:rl)CU't of' his:areat master• s words. 
Over the bodies of' the enemies WbOm Jahweb baa slain 1n ISl"ael•s 
behalt',he would ~raooth ereot the 1D'lP0•11'8' e41t1oe ot .Jamreh'a 
... a m1soonoeption,1:rodl the notions 
"'"t\u-e WOl"ld-dom1n1onUlow ora• 

one oould 1nf'ar that the poet 
or J&hweh ex.ixreesed in vv.19,.3l,31J., 

11g1oua develnpuwnt o~ h1a time, 
•aa 1evera1 oenturies behind the re 
b -•atuable.It 1a,1&owaver,11m1tec1 to 
'l1a dePenctenoe on Deut-Ia.1s u,~ 
8111 

mlna>at" of Phtiaeefi 

I 
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and to 
th

e general uuderly1ng 1dea,as I ·oonstr.ue the latter.That 

this deye
nd

enoe did not extend to the :prophet•,s a:sp1rat1ons anda 

ideals is a matter for Profound regret.Here we hav,e an example of 

a .great thoug1
1t ohanged 1nto bUt a so;r:,:cy semblano·e of 1te 01'1g1nal 

self.T·his Psalm SUffer.s greatly in oom.pa:r1son with the other 

psaltns whioh we have thns ru oonsidered. In 1 t we disoern no vest­

ige of the ma.gn1ti.oent ·oomept1on of Israel as the sutter111g Serv­

ant,ohosen by Jahweh as the meang Whereby the w:orld Jmty know of 

Him.Par11a:vs he endeavo:tted to e~ess it as best he oould aoo\ord1ng 

to 111s lights.Bl.it if so,ne has 1:8.iled utterly,,and his work,regard­

erl in tl1.:e- l ight o f tl1e Deuter.o--Isa1an1o 1dee:ls,mst be assigned a 

plaoe aI!lOng tl1e lowes t. 

PSALtf 69 

Tl1i·s is a praye.r for deliver,anoe from deadly peril. 

out of direst ne.ed tl1e s1?¥:er supplicates J'ahweh fol' assls'tanoe 

against his .oountlees enemies.Ile 1.s innooent; it 1a h1s zeal f'or 

jahweh • s House which has caused his misf'Ortunes.uay Jahweh grao­

iously deliver h1m,and wreak a.ue vengeano,e on his enemtes.Deep as 

18 his present pain,he 1s still oonf1dent of resoue,and thanks 

Jahweh for it.Heaven an ear -d th shall join in tb:ia so~ of thanks-

giving fOr Zion's and J'Udan•s redeznptiom. 

At fir.st bJ.usb,1t would seem that all 1nd.1v1dual was 

the 1 t ff!lfl V<ers·es" I" and. 1 t .s var-the sut;teot of this psalm.Until · as . 

'fto.•t Oobl.enz has su~oeed.ed 1n paving ious f'D!rms ooour oonstantlY•D"" · 
· ....,.~nity autb0r8h1~.»e ottes,for 1n detail that the poem 1s· of oo .... wu-- -

h' •ia oerteinliY the swbJeot of th( 1 · # 88,Y:I &, "' · 
nste.n()e, v.27 • "The s1.ngei, • -:;:/0,;,1;; clear-

. n the seoond put we ihave .1/ . 
fl:rat pa.rt of the verse,'t!Ut 1 , __ 

1 
1::1 '.:J/';:z~ 

in ·v 2f, we 11ave the P.w.n1 s -"" · 1 . 1new1se •.;.,'t · 
ly l>al,aUel with him.Am 

1 
.....,.,n Jieaven,eetb, · 

,.,.... I. i ) ''01" i 2 c eould an 1nd:tv1c1Ue. . 
~l'l • .Agf;li.n, n v•✓i:I , 1 :ranoe?And laet·lY,1n v.J6, 

-r ,ll1-s, del ve . . . anct sea to p:n.:tse Jehweb .i;v 

' 

r 



ld G-Od help lion and, bUild . 
woU · Up, JUdea merely beoause of the re&--
oue of an .1nd1 vidua.ltt? Cob 01 tee ,.,,,. 

• .. Nre proofs than tn1e,a-nd ha.s,in 
mY opinion, firmly established his oentent1on. 

It seems imllos siple te det,ermI.ne• the date Of this 

psalm.Many schol~s,1nolud1ng •even Bae-+.1- -vr·0:: .. th 1, ,._ 

. w~ f.lfCl. .&. • e -ao·oa1.:1ae~n per.,. 

iod.BUt the faot that no A:re.ma1sw.· or other late forms and words I 

are :round llere"deDX>nstl'ates t&e 1noo.rre.otrtese of this surmise. 

Baeth.state.s that the ex1stenoe of the •Temple ts pre8',1P}}eaed :f'W,ut 

vv.1oa11d 23( "-der Ums,tand,dass de;r Bestand des Tem»els v.10.2.3 

vorausgeeetzt is.t" )But it would se·eta from v.36 that Judla has not 

yet been built u:p.su0h a state of affairs wouJ.Cil al;'gue either the 

Babylo.nian Ex1Ie,o•r the first few generations ·arter the return fro 111,., 

it.But v,e, ha.v e 110 indication tbat the psalm was ~1tten during the 

Exile • .A.1.l this has not helped us towa~d the sol.utton of the prob­

lem of the date elf this psalm,.and so it would be best to say that 

it is :IJ:n.poasible to arl!'-ive at any oerta!m oo.n0lusion regarding the 

ttme of origin., 

Tlle wretohed 11 ttle 100.nmuni tr 1s faring 111.B1ood­

th1rsty enem1-es 1nfliot .ail manner ot tarture upon 1t.Fo,r what 

reason must 1 t suf'fer so?lt waa f.lS-Sl:U"edlY guUt1,ss of any ~ong­

d~1~.l s not Jahweh thei:r own God wno .tov:es trum1tWhy,t1ten,,Shoul(l 

the waves of pers.eout1on and hatred engulf' them'lAn an•swer dawns 

u11on the poet's mind.Did r»t the J)rophet say:('bllOtlgh Qf exaotl:sr 

What the p:r.Jhet meant therel)r,and of its 10,f'tY iJAl)J.1oat!J.ons tlte 

,. ) t Israel was tile su,ttering serve.rt })QallJ11st had not a g~ 1mroer11'.8 thB 

~ i •:1 11 :fl7r Hts ]lol.y 'IIUl'PO'NBT!his or JShweh dest11ned tto end.'lzre a,ff.l O" 0 · 

" .....,.011ltJ for .Jal'llreh's sake Israel then 1u the ~olut1on of tbe di;i;.i.,. · • 
. be• :regl'et·ted tllat ithe paalm1 'It bea3,a scorn and oontumely.It ts to -

C _ , • t-Iw's eonQlUB1on.1nstead,he 41-
4088 not oapry this tbOught to neu 

Ve~'tb 1 t 1nto e. ditterent a.1reotion. --



( 2,1) 

In anguish- th . 
- e BPeak~ turns to Jahweh for de11 ver-

08 :r.rom the present miser p 
an · y. eut-Is. in Babylolj had pred1oted a 

speed¥ terminat!o n Of Israel' a troubles. Wily, then,dE>es Jahweh tarry~ 
,, M1 He soon save His o1.1pr·essed Peo1;>lell..ray Ja:hweh wreak terrible 

vengeance on ls:rael's enenues;may every kind of aalamity befall 

them!Then Israel,redeemoo :from the hand of 1ts f'Ges,w1U 11ft up 

its voice in aeolarnation to its d1v1ne deliverer.For when Isre:el 

has exterminatoo its enemcles,1ts sufferings will be ended. for au 

time. Then,and only then,D,rut-Is• s anent in,opb.eoy(whiob he :tm­

perf.eotly u ncterstooa.)w:J.JT beoome an a.otua_lity.I:n ta_at glo!'ious 

t1me,Zion, nou still de soJ.ate,will be restQ:red to 1ts pristine 

sulendor; t l1e devast.ated o1t1es of J\t<ila,la will. be rebuilt and rein-- . 

habited,and Israel,Jahweh1s :f'aithfUl 0ommun1ty,will oome into its 

r1ghtfU1 iI.ihe:ri.ta.noe,Tnus will the prophet's worGts have been fUl­

f1lled. 

lt 1e evident f'.t"om the f0rego1rg tllat- Deut-Ie• s 

lJl'OPheoy did not ooaupy the PPesen:t psalmist• s mind to any great 

extent.The sp.bitual s1gn1f1oanoe o.f the prophet''s m1.es1o:ne.ry idea 

seems to have esoaped this wri ta-r entirel}'To him Deut-Is.was mere_ 

ly a ma:n who had fbretold tsrael1 s restGr.:ation.How ~ he was f:ro.m 

the prophet, s noble ideals if.s rmnifest trom the 1nwreoat.i0,ns he 

hu:rl_e upon Israel's enemies i •n vv.24-2~.Inagine the gentle Deut­

ls.spealcing itl that fashion! The author of Ps.22,to wnioh work thi~ 

- . ... ,._lanoe towers a111:r1.-tua11v :f'U' above Psalm be81':s superf1o1al ~esem1t1 , 

t ,._ "... b tore us.#t#t;'1Jtf1'11#1?MfM #~t ue OOU{poser of tlle pee.Jail 8 

- . , ndent on Deut-ls 111 largu.ege,,and 'rhe ~resent ps&Jm:tat is .rwt depe . 

hes the latter 1n a ~fJfl })o1nts orr hl.s thought as we llave seen,touo . 
• been tae sol& emu:se to? •onsil.tter.-lr .1 t 1s these last whioh bav-e , 

6 · 1 thOse tllUs fa!' oonsuered,Ps. 9 
l11g the ;psal.D:l 1n this, pla·oe, Of al . 

hae the least e1milar1 t• to neait-Is. 



• 

(22) 

PSALM 72 
Thia PBalm 1 8 8 Prayer for the Mess!an1o k1rg.May 

Jahweh grant him ·a right . 
. . ecus, blessed and lllfmoif'Ul :rulet( 1-7 )..May 

the rUlershtp over all p l . 
ee>,;p es and their kings be granted hi~J{g-

11).May he proteot the :poor,and retgn 1n p:ros1>er1tY,.and may his 

name e
nd

u.:re f'oreverl ( 12-17) .smend,G1esebreoht,Baeth. ,l3r .• ,:B\.thm,and 

Aohel1s hold tl1at the Psalm was <i>rigiJtally 00DJlX>sed tn henor Of an 

historioal k1.ng,heathen(ID1tz1g,Reuse.,$me:r;id).,1>re-ex1l1o,(Gre.et·t., 

Baeth. ,Br.) ,P:r;- pos.t-eX111o(Dumn) ,a:nd that at a later t1me,when 

messianic hopes were high,,a mesm.anio paa·sage,vv.8'-11,was 1noorp.. 

orated into 1 t.Baeth. states that vv.g-11 1nte,rrupt the thought­

oonneotio n betwe•en v.7and v.12,"for•,says he,"1t is hardly oon­

oeivable tn.at nations oonquered by to:roe'(v.9)would pay homage to 

Israel's king beoause the lattw suooors the P<>or~and,1n addi.t1on, 

v.12 is a beaut1:f'l.ll an(!l logioal ooneequent of v. 711 .rn retutatton 

of the latter part of tbis ,statement,we oould addlloe staerk1 s view 

that vv.12-J.4 are an 1nterpoiatio·n.8taert a1s0 shows that the en­

tire psalm is a oento of previous mesS\lanio I>~Ol)JleoleJJ and P08lll$. 

To my mind,,this disposes etfeotually o:r the ~st part of Baeth• s 

statement( staerk nowhere ohallenges the views Of other soholars ). 

staerk points to a ve;i.,y gr.eat wfl1ber of bO:iTaw1ngs 

from t "he late mess1anio ohaj)ters of tne first I ,saia:h.These need 

not ooneern tt,s here.some writer1:1 ole.1m that v.l.2 1s oop1ed f'rom 

Job29 :12.But is it not possible tbilt Job 1s the:r,e qUot1ng an ,al-

1n 7·17,vv 9-il are de,endent 1n readY-existent psalm,as he do·es · • 

"\""- n-,,t Is( eap.lJ;-9 :23 )and Tri tta~[s., ( esp. ~•""·ase and oonoept1on on ...... -
u .... ti 1 8 p'aftllel to,and iLm1tat1ve Of 0haP.6o,wh1oh,aooord1ng to~~ ' 

rt thiB bozrage is paid to Z1on,the Deut-Is).:But in the earlier wo~ ,s 
t 1n thee psalm 1 t 1s aooffled to l'eatoi-ed and g1o~i:f1ed I'll tj;on, lat, 

the Resllan10 
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. ·who hold that thi 8 PSal.lll was lt t 
el'S · wr · ·en or1g.1ne.11y to oeleb~ate 
t11e e,o,eoted Messianio king.rt 1s .1mposs1ble to asoerta1n the an--

oumstanoes whioh attertden its comll0s1 tion All th , 
· · • e Propheo1es rel-

ative to the glorious fllttWe Of' Israel were in the ~Nvoet 's 

nund.Promine11t among these was that of neut-rs.This I>l'ophet had 

said that Zion woUld on-eda:y be the oenter of' tl}e entire world. 

Tl1e sovereignty Whioh as sueh it would exeroise,wae#to be.needless 

to say,of a sp iritual nature solely.But the au:t,hor of Is.60 took 

1 t to mean :po lit 1oal, or even 0ommero1a1 predem1nanoe. !l'he psallllist, 

familiar wi tl1 the wr1 tirigs of' both t11ese rnen,enu,loyed the-ir aon-

1 oeption of' tl1e fu.tttre Pl'eenunenoe or Zion in all the w-orld,alterect 

it so that i t tr4ght apply to 111s Mes.s1an1e king,and made 1t the 

olimax of his IJO·em.For,1n s.p1te or its 1.>i--esen:t pos1t1on,1t is the 

olima.x of' the psaim.aa v. 171> shows.As a oonsequenoe ef the l:;1ng 1 s 

i'igl1teous-ness,j1.tst1oe and meroy,not only Will pea:o.e,fert111ty,and 

prospe:rity be granted his land,but,roo:De than tb1s,all peoples and 

nat1ons will, voluntarily o:r otherwise, swear alleg1anoe to h1m,and 

-attach themselves to his God,But this ao•nversion Qan hardly be the 

deeply religious one foreShsdowed bit tl1e great l)ll'ophet.By dint of 

his superiority in battle,the l:ing f'orees his religion a:nd his God 

UPon his vanquished f'Oes.Jrow ghastly a OQD'bl'°aat to Deu-t-Is' s sub-. 

l1Jne ideal of the turning of the nations in oontrition to Jahwehl 

Row vast the religious gulf se.varat1ng psa.lmiet f'.roll\ propheil 

PSALM SJ 

. er tar help against 110st11e ne!ghbor­'l'his :ts a pray 

l.nn- . .,.,, uie .,,1ec,ple as He OllOe did 1n the t ,1mes ·~ l>eo:p1es.1tay Ja.:hweh he.a.:a, ,P, , 

of D "- -•ertll?'OW their e11em1 es 1n• order that e1;;101'ah and Gideon&MaY He O " 

t 1 1101'4 of the wo:rld!this hese Day :l!eoogl'lize that He ts t)le 80 · 8 . 

ll . . .. , periods;tbe time o~ Jehosli~t Baltn has been assigned to var10116 

( I) . . ' d Dil ]'menn, Rob.Smith, Oh. ,Br. ) • 811.ttzsoh),,.the Pe:i,sian perliod(~a-l ' 

8.J:\d Me.oft 'lolbe 
"'u · an t,tmes 
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(oraetz,Bae.th.,Ohajes,staerk)Eaoh ft 
o hes-e Views 1s open to seriou5 

ol:)jeotions.I J.JI'ef'e:r to 1101d that th -
e Psalm 1s based on no h1stor1o­

al ev-ent whatever ,a11d 18 Pllrely a lw•"od t 
~... uo Of Voetio fanoy.;rt is 

extremely diffieu.1 t to Piotu:re all the nat1"'n ti 
u e men 0ned here un­

i ting against one ema.11 UMireak land. 

Deut--ts• s Y!'oieoy that all the peoples of the world 

would turn to Jahvrel1 seems 1n some tarm or other to have been 

present in the :Poet 's mind.But he was evidently not very deeply 

impressed by the Pl'OPhet' s oha1-:a,oter1zation Of the means whereby t 
tl11s oonversion was to be effeoted.!o his uninspired mind,the 

hea.tl:i.en nat ions must be oonq,ue~ed and d:eetroyed by fOroe of arms 

before they can oome to know Jahweh. V1otor1ous Israel 1s to thrust 

1 ts deity Jahwel1 t.tpo.n them, just as, in more p:rim1 t:Lve times,any 

suacresijfUl natior1 would deal with its defeated foe.That he should 

still cherish the orude ,outworn notion of Jahweh as the tsrael1t-

1ah national war-god, tliat lile should have the presunn>tion to inter­

pret the S!J1r1rual rule of Jahweh over the entire world visioned 

long ago by Deut-Is.-to misinterpret 1t,:rather,--e.s the 1\ltui'e 

v-iotory to be wo,n by Israel and its narr.aw tribal deity over all 

other ne.-ttons,e:videnoes 111s mental,as well as h1s spiritual medi­

oo;r1ty.He had f'B.intJ:y gl;1nn>sed the J)rophet1o :1deal,but like the 

authors of Ps.s.6tand 69,h'e was not pr1.v1leged to behOld it in all 

its dazzlililg splendor. 

PSALM g5 
tional prater ~r divine a1d,In ft This is- a oongrega ·· -

J-"'•e~ ·still seems to be angry at 111.s peo_ •~1te of the Restoration, IU'" ~ 
. to H1s ta:vo:rJTlleir J.ll!&,}'e.r will :t,e 
!)le.May He take tllem baOk in . the land will be 

i ll be tulfilled,and . &nawe!l"e4 ~ Juweh, a promise• w 1 
• . time .ot ooJDl)Oa1t1on s b~ sverity.Tne 

11.easect with peaoe ud Jll'O · itY of the Restoration.As 
l>oat-.en110.; the spe~er 1'1 the ooinnun. 



Deut-Is.f'oretold,Jahweh has forgiven l11s 'Y\ l ' 
veo1J e s B·1ns, and. aaw 

livered 1:11a :peo:pl e fl)am capt1vity.Aooi:d1n& t th . . 
· · ·~ 0 e Pr<>i>het, th1s 1s 

to· be but the IJrelude to an event m6re glorious till. t . 
· B ' · ,-he BPread-

itm by Israel Of' Jahwehta name tbrougou.t the world.Israel haa,1t 

1s true , been r edeemed f'J:lom Babylon,bUt when is that other,and 

greater redemption to take !)l.aoe?Ha:s all 1>rospeot of 1t fled for­

ever,van1sped l ike a: beauti:f'Ul dream that dles with the dawn of 

day?Jahv,eh ' a vrrath tow.a:rd H1s people has not oeased.D1sappointment 

and disaster w e o:rueh1ng them. Will not Jahweh :revive their fast­

sinking national lif'e?out of the del,:)tha the nation suppl1oates 
• 

Jahwel1 to manifest .aneIT His saving power a,nd His great love toward1 

1t1s pedl e·. Jias Deut-rs. spoken fals ely.or in va1n?D1d Jahweh' a good--ii-

ness to,vards His peoIJ l e oome to an end when He set tllem free1 from 

the 8118.0kles Of Babylon? 

Listening fnr an answm- to their 1m,l9ss;toned en­

treaty, they hear none other than the divine voioe itself' speaking. 

The oomnun1 ty beoomes endowed for the nonoe wl th the gl!.tt of proh­

eoy; the,y thrust aside the veil oonoealing the fUtur.e·,and for one 

rapturous moment J)enetra t e Jahw~, s aroana,and tb,e glory tllat is 

•. . and b1es81z:g oome in its :ho be:.Jallwen• s ange:r is at an end,peaoe 

. -. tAld by Deut-1s.wUl soon. be etead.Tl1e wonc:i.l'ous ae.:tvation "'"'re "" 
ed w1J.l be f'Ulf'illed; pro·sJ)eri ty Wl'OUgbt.AU that the prophet prom1s 

ti 4esoendS• as a heavenly •111 be showered on the 1ant1; s.alva on · . u . 
· Ia ~;•ff• P7;, ,here as . . . . 1 deP&Ddetit o.n • • , 

baeaa11'8 upon Israel(Tlµs 8 

1 
. "'·o••• aaiva·· t ·llon 

and Bis g or"' ~ th . • ).Indeed,Jablreh .,.._ " 
e.'l'e,nieansnsal\mtion . . . la.has spok'8n twly, 

. t the othe.,Dent- . 
~ inoonoe!vable one witllDU ";fs ooin:tort tb.Ose 1fhose 

thought of t""i 
llalvat1on is at balXl: let th8 _,,~r soon th~ daY will 

• t1enoeJoQUfdi ~ta ~e now 1,Q:wed d()Wn,.,a 

b:(,eet &nd the shadolf'.-9 f'l,ee e.waY• tM·n the relation ot depend-
oa» be plain~ Ho,thing 
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enoa existing between this Psalm and D 
. eut-Is.Wlthout: the 1a,tter, 

tlle former oould never have been writt . . 
en.The PBalnidst was thor-

0ugblY imbUed With the gr .eat ideals Of D . t 
· eu -Is.In a later psalm 

( ;t26 )we shall meet hini,or a brother 1 ,._ . 
n BP.u.·1 t ,aga1n.T~a lofty 

soull stands out from his de sposdent br t . 
e ren,even as the great 

prophet te>,ve:reci above ll.1s oontenn>orar:tes In t" _ 
·· • a .a.we of depress1on 

end despair' ,he kept the spark: of faith agloW. 

Tl1.1S Psalm is a moeaio of excerpts from other 

psalms a nd :f'.ro,m vai-ious Biblioal boelts,and was evidently oomp1led 

for 11turg1o,al use. 1qo thought-progression· is d1soern1ble 1n this 

poem( Baeth. ) • 11 JJh1)rea ty, praise o-r Jal1w eh I s eompase 10 n,measiianio ex-· 

1>eota.t1ons , ar!.a. lan1ents over the OJ)preesio:n of(heathen )enemies,all 

these alterll:lte,one with the ot .her"(Ba.eth).The messianio hope in 

v.9 intexests us partioularly here.It rem1nds us considerably or 

Deut-Is. ,ao 0.0es also, t ,he uae of) ::i...::f in v.2 with re:eerenoe to Is­

rael.Natura.lly,no grand flights of' poesy ce..n be ez:veeted f.l'om a 

writer 80 unoriginal as our psalmist. wone o:f the themes be touolles 

UJ.len in this p .se.lm exalts b1.rn to tru.ly poetif.oal or dee'.Pl.Y devot­

ional he·ights.Least of' alll tbe neutero-fsa:f.a,n1o :tdeal..H~ 1s in 

d.1etrees,;he calls upon Jahweh,the non,Sl'e:l.l as,ng th8 gods,-Jah­

•eh.,whom all the heathen w111 someday worshJI.P;BS the prophet of. 

t:Lment as that ex;pr.essed 1n v.i th:e E!t1le onoe predicted. suoh a .sen · · . 
. WM,- t,.. Un1versaJ.±st:tc-rronothe1st1o ideal 
·~a lDlloh of the etteot of ,...e 

. . . ,tt!lon ot that Jt1rd 18 SU:f-
or V••9,and so,.:ln lilV op1:nion,a ~ . ti 

the seal of 1nrerior1t,v,ar ~ 
t1oient to sta1DW the psaLm1st wi-tll .. h1 . 

. eianio enthUsd.a . .llJll anu s 
t ~--1 re, ◄ w1-•slY•H1& mes ~ ly as well e:s .L-'6 u 14 

d aJJTIP.Sil :n«wligiblle. 
de-.\ sligbt an · ~en«e.noe on neu:t-Is.~ 



I 

(27) 

PSALlit ~ 

In this llsalJn Zioz:i,the city of Ja.hWeh,1s PM1eed. 
The natives of many lands W·1ll oall her t,._ 1r :th . 

j
1e mo.• er.Baeth.and Br. 

a~s1gn a Pre.-exilio date to this Psalm:K1rkp.and Oh. believe 1t a 

prodUot of the Persian :Period;wh1le smelld,Mart1,Dulun and Ste.erk. 

hold that it was 00nw0 sed. 1n the Greek ··M,W era.The un1ver.eal1s­

t1o ideea found in the P0em would seem to favor a po
8
t ... ex1l:1.o or-

1g.1n .. Baet h . stat es that the psalm oonoerns itself with a1:ngle pros­

elyte.a who are about to be adopted into the Jewish religious oom-

munit y.But it seems ta me t hat 'fl,he other or-1t1os 81'!) n1>re ne.:rly 
,hi I correct who say 

t hat the !)salmist means that the Peol)les mentioned I 

1 1 

#her e are to be conve:rted i n their entirety to JUdaism,and that 

11\ #ifW.fM. I srael will. beoome,as 1t were,"an ideally eat-holio o.hUroh 
'1,f 

A' for all the world ".Wh1le there are many points of resemblanoe ·to 

the firs t I aa iah(2:2-4;11:10;19 :16f't.) .,yet the dependance on Deut­

Is.is even gr e.ater.'l'he oonoept1on of Zion as the mother of' her 

citizens( v .5 ) 1s ba,sed on Is.49 :1.i,.tt.and 51:1.g; vv.5-6 reoall also 

Is-.44:r,.The Deutero-.Isaianio idea 1s f'llndemental to th1s poe~ -
The singer begins by praising Zion as the o1ty ohos ,... 

1al ob"eot of .His sol1e1tude.Renowned. as en of Jahweh,and the speo · " 

h . h \,,e.11 rise to even greater heights. "She I er history has been, a . e Svo . 

.,JJ,,JJJJ,. -11 nation of I,srael1tes alone.Jahweh 1e not the mother of 11'"1' •sum )J 

t narrate at lltm( v.3 )fJri:rkJJ )fne 1s has something m:,re glorious O _ .. 

. as neut-Is • .in byegone d:a¥s 
the niot11er of all the peoples;she 18' . !{◄• 

11 of the entire world. "In ~s d 1 ":-itual metl'OPO S e1> o.ted her,the ep.:a.· spir. 
hole or ·mankind as ene ·-b · b enters the w 

· ea.ven1y :register Jahwe rohetio 111eal 11 r .e-
Jerusalem.lhe J> . 1tua1 nation who,se oapital 18 ) 

h1P8 lahWeh"(KUtkJ>• 1
liae·d, for all the wo:tld wors 

1
.,,
1
.
8 

,,,..,,, neut-ls.He has 
:true 41-SO · ~ · v ..a; 

The -~J.mi,:,t 18 l ,., i,~e hat:1 all the tdeal.f.sm 
t • e niean.:ng, u OOIIJl):r,ehended tully the ,praJ>hEI 



of 1us n13.ster .He .g1 vee us no hint h .. 
, owever of Israel's glor1t1oat1011 

attained through_ SUfferingtan ldea that finds 
frequent mention 1n 

neut-Is.To his et.erna1 O?edit be it . 
1 88 d that he gives the proph-

etic oonoeption of' Zion as ·6ttttfftt rel1g1oue oentre of the world 

a most fit ting and beautiful eXP~ess1on. 

PSALM 9.3 

This Psalm oe.le'bl"e.tee Jahweh1 s assllll1llt1on of sov-
~ 

~~ , ereignty over the world. Fi:Mn doth He atand;He is from etern1ty;H 

f '1-t f'irrn 81"e Hi s oomnands. "Some g~eat werld-hist<>l"loal event oooas-

1oned this. l}s a;J.mn ,says Baetn. 11,rnat tl1is event was oannot be de­

termined 11V - ~ seems to indioate. that the Teim>le was all'eady in ex­

istence, the Sec.end !Pempl.e,of oou:ree,as the similarity to Deut-rs. 

proves.I t would SeElll that Jahweh has semen.ow wondl'()usly interpos·ed 

1n behalf Of IBl'ael.Tl1e v1.sion that the g,..eat prophet Deut-Is.onoe 

beheld hae now beoome a vivid reality.Jahweh ms eeessumed H1s 

royal etate,and has once m:>re proola1med Himself k.1ng; f'irm stands 

i l .His throne :from of' old( f,~'t) ~~ a, .~~~~~t~-1!'~C! . ..Q.f. . .!)ep~..::~s~~1n speak-

t, ' 1ng of' Jahweh • s eternity) .In the IIRrvellou& ao-t of Je:hweh that has 

recently taken plaoe,the psalmist sees the proof of Jahweh'.s sov­

eregnty,not over Iara-el only.,bUt over all the world."T~ heav1_ng 

waves of tlle sea of natiOns may lash themselves into w1ld fUr.Y. 

aga1nst the rook. o-r JI.is tb1'Qne., bllt 1 t stands eternally. unmoved." 

(K1rkp.) 

As th,is llymn 18 deViotell mainly to the exaltation 

...... -1 -.o~ld it nat'U1'ally oannot a'b ct,7pr 8ahw:eh' s might# ov,er ~he na .. .--c.11 1 
• ' _ 

' ' t .· t .- neut-ts·•s un1,,:ersal.1$t-1o 1deal • .If f( a1n to the blessed heigh s 0 ~ 

h a,s univefsal l12J.er,he did not he had any oonoept1on of JallWe 
. . &NIM• 88 fltt.eotug the heota of men. ~eam of ttia.t sovere-ignt¥ 7Fff'FI" 

• d var natme and 1ts l)henomena.aon-
1~ fldd1 t1on to being exei'O:Lllle o , 

,. 'f Israel as Jehweh' s emrV$nt did 138<ment17,t)l:e p:rc,phet • s not.a.on ° 

• 



(29 ) 
not exert any 1nf luenoe upon h1ln,a• 

l eaet as far as t he pr esent 
pst l m i s oonoer ned. 

PSAI,M 96 

Thia hYDm cel ebrates t he appear ance of Jahweh for world- judgment . Firat , I srael is swmnoned to praise Jabweh,then t he 
peopl es of the worl d a.re call ed u~on for t h1s ,and,f'1nall y,inani m­
ate nature. The existence of the Temple may perhaps be i nf erred 
t:rom v. 8. It may be that some memorabl e event in t he external world 
prompted the Psalmist t o break for th i nto eong. or,perhapa,eteeped 
i n the spirit and the t hought of Deut-Is.,he had brooded long over 
that BUJJerb vr opheoy of J ahweh' a f\.lt ure soverei gnt y over the ear t h . 
In a sudden flash of prophetic vis ion he beholds that pr6heoy as 

I\ already brought t o a magni t'1oent ooneuua11ation.Ablaze with the div­
ine fire ,he is bor ne t o t he s11mrn1 t of pr~het1o 1nsp1rat1on. 

He ,too,w111 sing a new song(Is.42:1ot t .),for a new 
event invoke s it.Be too wil.1 proclaim the deli'U'ranoe to be wrought 
by Jahwe.h( Is.52 :7 ) ; a11 the heathen world shall know of it(Is.52 : 
l o).Moreover,they sball oome to recognize that the•gods•to whioh 
t hey bow down are noulght,and that Jahweb 1s the one God of heaven 

~x I 1>~""$..n I~ J.~ I f f . 4'0od is unlite 
and earth(Ie.40:1g-

the wooden godl1ngs of the nations'; 41 :21ff. 'esp. v.24-b::>~ ~ 1 {:•~ o.nx P' 
..-. ,... ., ,Y"\ -retell the tuture,and so the little 
"LJ~~-Jahweh alone oan ~v 

\ l 4J J'7 I 1J I'~~ '1l1.Je.hweb is 
god.a are beneath oontempt-;46 :5t f--

11Bde deit1es).All the world,united 
\lnl1ke the ctumb,mot1onless,DBn-

ill worah.11> J&bWAh and honor his 
1n a holy bond of brotherhood,• 

f staerk,the J.IIH'Jm1st sees•a mighty l'laine.rn the beautitul words 0 

earth go1ng \QJ 1n f'estal array to lll-ooese1on of the peoples of tlJe 

if'tl and of~1nge 1n their 
the Tenwle in Jerusalem,all • 1th g 

y#, prostrate themselves in holy balld.a.Arr1 v1ng at the Ternple, 
th

e 
1 

Then trom thousands ood of I srae • teei- bet'ore the majesty of the ...____ .__ __ 

• 



upon t11ousands of throats issues the jubilant ory ,JahW'eh has as­

sumed 
th

e sovereignty".On that great day the rest or Deut-Is
1
s 

prophecy will be fUlfilled; a.11 nature Will rejo.1oe at the spirit­

ual tr1UmPh of Israel and tl1e world-wide glor1f'1oat1on of Israeit s 

God,.as Deut-Is.11ad f'oretold,( Ia. 42 :10-1ands, 1slands,a-nd the inhab­

itants of these,deserta and oit1ee shall rejoioe 1n Jahweh-;44-: 

2.3-heaven and eartb,mountain end forest shall rejo1oe at Jahweh's 

redemption of His peo1Jle-;49 :1.3-r,iature will rejoioe beoause Jahweh 

take$ pity on His ])eopl e-;55 :12-nature will jubilantly greet. the 

Israelites returning fro.m exile-}.Jahwel:i is faitht'Ul te His peo})­

le,and the IJ:romise He made them tbrough Deut-Is.H1.e ;prophet will 

surely be realized. 

staark aptly oha.raoter1z·es this as a Deutero-Is­

a1anio hymn par exoellenoe. "The lDrdl.y poetry of the great prophet') 

says he," determines the keynote of this poem througnout". The psalmi 

1st 18 oarried away 0y the words of his predeeessor and Pl'Ototype. 

Tlle servant-motive of neut-Is.did not present itself' to hia mind 

to any notioeable e en • ..:~CAG 'U..I. xt t ml-1 .. t •. ,.. .. oh cast a real sJ)ell m>on him w:as 

the hope voiced so ~ af.&>eotingly by the prophet o·f the ftlture world-

oom.pe,8 31ng rule of Jahweh.Tl11s forms 

Poem.The psalmist isri a J1Bster-s1nger 

stra:ea the harp of neut-Is. 

P$AJ,V 97 

the bu:L'den of the present 

ind!ded...A worthy hand here 

1nger dep1ots Jah\Veb'S approe,oh In th1s psalm"the s 
;00,\.,..ny Ollll'rent s1noe olden t DS of the theoMUG 

o ,judgment in the tori d Israel, 
8 

heathen 
, · . . dgtnent lla•S destJ;"OY8 

t •t?Dea,Jahweh' s pUn1t1ve ju · ;1 . is filled with ~oy,for 
A.t t"'is z on f: · i idOlB·• .,,,. 0

ew together wi. t.h the r _,.. tile only ood,,l"esoue~ n·is 
· tbat JahWBU• 0

nee mo~e 1 t has been l>J;'OVed 
1 

n,re than a tissue ot ,1 18 "t,Ut lit't, ,s 0
•n 1>eole( .. Baeth.).Th18 psalm f JehWeh's tbe('pbeJ~Y 1a 

"''" a lm&:• Ttte ;t.dea o -"'"otat1oni:i from othe~ ps · 



(31) 

not ap exalted one, to our way of thinking d . 
· ,.an so we are Justified 

1n asserting 
tha

t its 000Urrenoe in this Psalm Proves the author 

to l:lllVe been a Person or rather l11n1ted religious insight.Yet 1n 

justioe to 
th

e PSaln11st 1 t lllU,at be noted that the GCi>d who thus 

manifests R1mself here is not a mere looal deitY(suoh had hithe~to 

been tli:e nattu",e of tl1e God 1v.ho revealed himself to men•s senses), 

l:)ut,1,ather,He is the Lord of the whole earth and the judge of all 

ma.nki11d whose sovereignty 1s founded on perfeot just1•oe.'i'he tbeo­

phan:y here a1gn•if1es nothir,g less tnan the permanent establishing -
of truti1 in the world a:nd the l'eoogzut1on of Jahweh by all the 

heathen pe·oples. So dlgn1f1ed a ooneeption as thle pall1ates nuoh 

of the prir.ni t1 venass of the poem. 

Tl1~ present psalmist, like the author of Pa. 96 was 

influenced g;I'eatly by t .be propheoiea of Deut~Is.ne too oah in 

:ranoy see tl1e realization of that pro})heoy.Th.e fU.tUl'e stams re­

vealed to him. The pro,phet has :not spoken falsely; the salvation 

wbioh he :foretold has ootne to pe.ss.Jahweh ha~ assumed the sovere1gpa~ 

tY,and the world rejoioes therea o •• 8•~ • · t( "" I 1,2 • 10-the pra.1se of Jahweb 

- by all of mankind-; 1f.2 :12-honor to be ohorussed by all nature au\.t 

. d·ed J- .. -...,, ... 1>._•1:1,:5-the aoastlands wa,1t for and Pl.'aise shall be aooor - · cu, QU • '.J 

) H· reveals Jljmself' marvellously pe­Jahweh • s glorious ea l vat1on- • e · · 

.. n the nations witnessing Hie tore the eyes of a11 the nations.The . 

• -"'then shall J.-ahw:eh' a glory. be IIlaleaty and Bis glory( o.f.;rs.i,.o .,, · utb ot Jah-

- realize tbat it !s the mo 
revea1ec1,and all :flesh tffl.all · th $hall behOld 

?UlS o't the ear •· - ~ l(i)-"all. the 8 · 
VTeh t~t has spoken , 52 • noe their wretohed idols 

00t1•-) ,renou 
the sa1vat.1on ffOug}lt bY OUl' Baetb. believes th.a:t-

z1on re3oioe•• . 
1n llhame and hnm1 tit¥ .ilnd tl!U8 1 ta1c1ola,al1d I arael' a j"!T 

_ ~ Babylon and ~. l-g l'efer to :tlle' ft1l o t hOlY W'lll is aao-
y Jahw.eh 8 

• l: ... is es 1'b llll ' . t ·h salva• "'n o.ons•equenoe.But be lr,U f 
140

1 ... w:or.sh!iP,a,.nd 8 
. , . truot:to:n o 

QOJJn>11Bhed tbrcugh thi:S des 1n tbe-?'lel)y.,a)l:4 _ 
t"" 18 usi,;ered 

;i.Ot'l fbl'etald by neu,t~I·s. . = 



• 

tlle pr~etio v,_'ston has beoome, an aotua11ty. 

As has been 1nt1matoo b 
eft>re, the theophany detraots 

greatly from the value of this p,s-aJ.m.rt does not 
seem to me that 

a true s1i1r1 tual desoendant of n·eu.t 
1
-

- s.oould e\r ~-er ,ua.Ve made Uee of 
1t.Aside :r.rom this, tl1e Psalm ls greatly <ieP-endent on Deut-Ia,a1 tho 

1 t falls short of at ta1n1 ng the prophet, s lofty SP11'1 tua1 em1.nenoe 

PSAL!! 9g 

This Psalra is 1n PJ/18.!S:e of Jahweh, the JU<Ige ot the 

world.Tl1e beginning and the oonolusion are 1dent1oal with those ·of 

·Psalm 96 ,and t.h:e SU.bjeot""'matter of' the body of the psalm also 1s 

closely akin to that of' the former poem.The two works seem to be 

:prodUots of' the same a:uthor,oompan1on-:p1eoe.s llnsp1red by the same · 

in.tense fa.i tl1. 1.n the SPiedY rea;liz·ation o.t n·eut-I s ·• e proheo.1es.lie 

ha~ dreamed long of the salvation of whioh tile propliet spoke,and 

now his dream has come true.In his mind' s-:eye he sees11 rarae1 1n a 

solemn th11nksg1vtlng 'feast in the Tenu;>le paying ·homage to 1ta God. 

1-he old hymns of 1.a-aise are inadequate to voiee their 12ea·rtfelt 

grat1 tude to Jahweh.The great salvation which Jahweh bad brought 

to Pass mel'it$ a riohel' !f'Ltller song o,!f thaotsgivingtt(s:taerk)-n.o 

t 11111:s1te spontaneous 1nelody•, 0 ther,1nc1eed,than the near so~," he ex~- - • 
·- P th earth shOUld s- 1n joy at Whioh,aooo:rting to the p~llet,all 8 

·10) D:Ld Israel. through its 0.w·n the dawning of the new d8Y(Is.)t2. • -
· · _ -J wa·s the najest1e -arm of J~ Pl'oweas aohie~e this salvetion?No lt · . 

. t per~rmed thia w0nc1rOUs aot •eh Himself the one the Alm1ghtF, tba . 
, . , 1 the ends of t .he earth• may see 

(Ia.52:10 ).And to what en4fi'.h9.t al -

1t · , • •1J!IJ,:2J;49:l.~). 
a:nct turn to Him( ,:s.§2 •9i _ i1'1oa't1.ton ot r.-ael 

- . eranoe ahd g1or 
ThUe the deli, "' JahWeh lfor ail 

tbe 8overetgntY .,y 8
"

8 lltuates 1n the a1;Jsu=>'tion of . t~nement i:a oe.le-
Jall1'8h • s en 

t11ne.·w:1 th nudo and ,j oious song .. 11entlY lUlils J'ahwell, the 
n ·uiuson jU::b. . 

~tett(Ie.51:3 ).All nat-ure 1 ~ =-=---~-



,,orld-king(Is.55:12).Esthet1oa11y,this Psalm in St . . k' . 
,, , aer e -op1n1on, 
rank• below Pa. 96. It more olav18hly 1m1 ta tee Deut-ra 

1 8 

exact 

words• and contains less of the Propllet, • •P:tr1 t than does the otli­

et psalm.In other worcts,1t see!DS to llle thalJ the Peal.mist wee not 

raised to so h:l,glllt a Pitoh of 1naPU'at1on,ll1a BGUl ••• not 
80 

oo11>­

pletely possessed by the f3P·~1 t and the ideals of neut~Is. ae was 

the oase in 111s Previous work.Of' oourse,th1s 1s merely a personal 

imvress1011,ancl must be taken foi- what is worth as suo,h.The psalm­

ist nobly· o~ries on the trat11 t:tans or the great p:roJhet,and pro­

olaims anew Israel• s misB'ion to the WOl"ld,and the salvation soon 
to oome. 

PSALlY[ 99. 

Tltis 1s a hY'llll1"1n honor ot Israel• s God,Jahweh,King 

of the wor J.d , throned upon t .he OherubjJn". I Shall make generous use 

of Staerk • a splendid oomnentary on it~ •In th1s psalmtt ,s~ys he,'"Jah.­

weh' s fUtu:re sovere-1gnty oval' the , v,o.rld is viewed as the logioal 

t ' t has been ll~n1fest·ed in. the past outd'ome o:r Hie holines.s", as na 

history of Israel,and will be rnanifes · -. . ted soon aga1n_.T.he throne of' 

""" t dhOWS this -1ust1oe.I snel • • ,~s ory · this holy God 1 s f'Oun(lec. on -, · . _ 

emreh ra·isecl up :nii t)l:fUl men we:tl.Whenever rsra;e.l was i.D e't:raits,J · 

. runrerec1.•A nation :wh1oh oan h behalf of Israel lie· a 
• ose Pral/W's on . . and samuel,·a nat:Lon 

as 1lpse1,Aeron, 
boast Of' SUOh BP1r1tual h«rOOB 1n 1~8 ear11m, daYS-

. . . H1 mself to I arael 
to •h1oh Jahweh 2)8.e revealed - t its present clis. 

ir no DBtter 11ft pea 
auoa a nat1on need not d.ollP8 ' that JIDl!reh'a Q'Boe 

.-Zl •••trame 
ireas,:11u:r 1;t oan enjoy the !JO))tl . t I-el•• taltll tn 1ta 

· t alJOW:1 tlll 
1a lleai- a• ha ..... And the J):resen del1veJ'ed I ,s:raeI,and 

- 'Ir 4ALe -· e,a1n 
o-. -· .... ed JallW&dl t ~• 1 tsela -.,ao1QUa God is well xvW>A- • , f ezm,le.,encl ~• ,... ,, 

, ete:r 1n Ht.a 80 
l111ae1 nu :pnise 1t• • 

811
. rem.....,_), 

~ ··wcstaert,fbe t oonnne it-tore Illa thrOne on IUi,n to• J,eJardll db• no 
1•1 pra;Lse ht Israe 



If to t}1,ts most recent act or love t 
i;e ov,ards I era.el as an end 1n 
itself.It sees and celebrates in it somethi . . 

ng 1:nf1,n1tely greater 
end gra.nder,"the veritable advent of th t 

e dme or ea1vat1on,the 
divine kingdom proo-1a11n00 by the Prophet Deut-.Ie,ta wluo:n Jehweh• 

will reveal Himself f'r0m Zion as the kin& er th h 
1 

. 
·'t;> · e w o e world" (st). 

Hai not the 1J2'01,)het :fore told that"Jerusalem 'WOUld be, the oent:re of 

the r elig:lous world, to wl1ioh all the nations would: oome With 

gif'ts?tt(St )That great hour 1s now here;Jahweh now assumes the sov-­

ereignty.Tlve ea:vth trembll.ee;"the lieathen in fe&l' beheld this great 

marvel; t l1ey oa.n 'SUI'tr1ve t-his judgment •Of the Almighty Ki~ u~. 

scathed only bY sppooily submitting themselves to the true Lord 

of the world,and aoknowlectg1ng Hie unique majesty and His will as 

revealed to Israelt1n f'1n~,liie sublime hol1ness"(St).1'h1s convers­

ion of the peoples to Jahweh will soon beoome a reality. "In the 

hope of tbtt5iearly :f.'Ulfil lment of Deut-Is 1 s proJ)heoy ,let Israel 

now celebrate Jahweh, the !'.ffiture Lol'd. of the world" ,who will soon 

aea2.me the sovereignty. 

This psalm apl)ears to be a IJl'OdUot of the same time 

and ciroumatanoes as Ps.96,97 ,8nd 9ff.Its author was likewise in-

. . edirrg eXJJo.s1tion shows.•It fluenoed greatly by Deut-rs,as tbe preo · 

,bQsi!es tbe h1s'tor1oal re­cl1tters from the others in that it em;p 

- l d 1s unil. ve:rsa11st1o only 1:n the .ex-• lat1on of Jahweh to Israe ,an . 
1 • !l'he psrt1o11>$.t1on of nature 1n 

ait~tion of Jahweh over the nation-,. . . - . ok of# 
. ) there is a pa.tent J.a . 
,tlie •01.>llhlp is also absent•·(Br:lggs • ot it• emotiveneea, 

'' h destro·VS IIUOh 9
llll-1fua11 ty in this poem ,rhi,O . l OOd ~8 here led 

~ . _ JabWeh a• bO 'I 
he stressing o'f' the oonoept ot ,r thf 10:rtf neu~ 

~- )11oJl,1R vietr O . 
to. a l>Qt1al antllroDl!Jl'PhiSation,:wr · ideit17 41•:s>J.ea~ 

~ . secl 1181'8' J.e deo 
et-o...1_,1an10 fUtUR hope aJ..so 8

-
88 

the J)eet ie ~o • 4e-
1 Jid t)lat t)lOUlh U-1t nr.tn oono1us10,n,1t maY be ,-a - b8J'(l1V J;o:eathe• the IP 
R tbi-5 lis&lm · ee dei>end~nt o,n DE1Ut-1s.' · - ·-

or tie rr...eat 
o,..i J)l?.OplJ:et. 
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PSALi,{ 100 

Th i s l it t le PBalin 1s 
a Bl.Umnons to 1>ra1se Jahweh 1n tne Teinple . In t he WOl"dS Of Staerk. "Two 

. great religious thoughts ere her e suco inotly expres sed:Jahweh th . 
' e one God whom a11 the ,orld i s sum:noned to s erve,and ~ Jahw h I 

e, srae1 1s oreator,who in llis abounding l ove he.a ohosen Israel from all th 
e WOl'ld as B1s inheritance ,in orct.m, that it might carry ouB Ria plan of "alvatton 88 He reveal ed 1 t to Deut-I s.His prophet (The figure of Israel 

88 8 flook which J ahweh t e nds w1 th loving care occurs frequently 1n 
Deut-I s ( I s. 4-0 : l l eto. ) ) . Therefore Israel ls at all times to render 
thanks unto its gr acious Helper and Lord" 

This l ittle literary gem is tl"Uly Deutero-Iea1an1o 
1n spiri t.It ut te1~s most beeutiflllly the old prophetic oonfessi on 
of faith :Jahv,eh alone is G-od.,and Israel 1s His people.BUt 1n this 
election or Israel all the earth 1s to find oooasion !01, rejo1o-
1ng,for the r eby it will oome to know Jahweh.!l'hUs does Deut-ra t s 
glOWing antio1pation surge forth trom the soul of a brother poet 
living 1n latter times and in happier oil'oumstanoes. 

PSALM 102 

OY unto Zion.The psalmist, This is a prayer for mer 

161t8.J'Y the bUtt of his enemies, 8.fflioted in body and 1n soul, 80 9 ' 

H1S anger(the psalmist thil'lb) llou.rs out hie heart to the God who 1n ahw h who is 
mind& btmaelf' of J e ' hae P\1n1 shed him( vv. 2-12) • Then be re f the time hes l ooDU,1ass1onate z1on, or ent~ned forever,and whO wil -oious unto z1on,ell tl'JUS been gra oozne tQI' Him to do so.When He b&S l the fo~saken and Him-Yee,He he pa th

e heathen shall oome to tear ether and serve Him ll gather tog 
th

e l>it1soner~and eo nations sh8 
11 

reminded o« bis pres-
the siMel' -net 1rorah1p Him( vv. 13.=,23 ).Then tress;meY the eternal, 1s 1n dil eni ~'IN nh&PPY 1ot.He 

'ht~eleae, Ootl him ~ 
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Jllany commente.tora 
see an 1:rreoonc1lable· d.-,_ . 

i ... :.1. eJJ.e11oe t,etwe.en tl1e first part of the Poem and the l t 
as vart,and on tbe 

.,trength of' ttLis t .hey divide the !Jealm into t· 
p - wo Psalme(~,Br.), 
oll three( Chey, Ohajes) • Se.ye Durun: "Wh0eve:r bel!Leves th1e to be one 

psalm must .e i the:r be COllllJletely indi"'t'f.erent to style,senee and 

oo.ntents' or e lse reg&l'd the r:1sa1m1st as mentally de~a·nged( ge1stes­

gestoert). on th,e contrarv,it ls D'Uhm who lays h1tnselt open to this 

ona.rge-.one pa r t of the poem 1s meaningless and pU.rpoaelese without 

the other. The a llegation that 1n tbl first part an 1nf!1v1dual 1s 

tl1e subjeot,whil e in the seoond the oon11ll1ln1ty SJ>eeke 1e ·~omplete­

ly riddled. by Cob.I need not l'epeat here hie mas:terly arguments. 

Suffice 1 t to i;e 1nt out the at>-surditr of the exP·eotation or a 

sorely a f f'l ioted su f ~er er( v·v. 1-l2 )that he wou,ld experienoe great 

joy in lh·e Mess ianic happiness of the tuture gen·er&t,1en of his 

People. Th e "r" of tbe psal,m 1s 1n all oases the o.ornnni,r,i,ity. 

The determiMtion of t ·he BPIJ.roxilmte date of the 

Psalm is a muoh moTe diffieult matter .. Beoause et its point.a of de--

1 in .Baeth 1n:r-ers that this Pendenoe on Ps. 79 ,which 1s of late or g 1 · · • · · _ 

t , k .holds tll8.t that p.salm Poetn is of tthe Maooe.bean ttmea.BUt S a.er _ 

A "'"t v1oeverss.From vv.1~ and 17 bo:r.rowed from the present one,amu ,.._ 
and vv.21-22 apparentiy in-it &P.lJears that Jerusalem is in ruine, _ . 

. . lease i'l'!Om oaJJt1v1tr.BUt the eoh-daoate a recent or prospeot1 ve re , 
8 

_ 
. t· 1me of oozru>QS1tion ev, o 7 adnnoe the · ea Of Tl'i tto-Isa1ah in v.2 -

88 
of J·ob ,, 

. . ·e raunarous r,em1n1soeno 
e~e.1 genen1tloM,at least,arui tll '--n 

019
1g1n 1• 

. . t~f ot lfaOCJ8,-.. 
llt>trit. to an· even later date.The • te1t(J.1UJBIBJDS,neo-
l! i e the l811PM 
· ll\leible"l;Slt it will not SUI"V 11 a:tt;1on u tbU• OJ)eD 

, tune of ooJll)O 
log1:s,J1:1S,eto).Every theory of t~e . ' t it2lat, we are 1n '1:n im-
to bliJJk the. ftl.O . 

fll<ta1 objeot:l:ons;we oannot 
1 

b8Bi · e:= to,r t · 
~, '---~!Jf!_.~·'.Jll:1:~Jf~io~r~11Q_~a_~--: -= ea.e•But Perhaps ~ere, 18 no 
ltea.1 



poem, and tlia. t all t .he o1r OUlJlet . 
. anoee Wh1oh it 

.JI. tireJ.Y f1oti tioua.If' we aem.,,., l>resUJ>posea are en-

., --- - - - - ~e,ae we have I · . 8 right to do,that th:ts 
psalm was not intended for Tempi 
# e worsh1P,nor Used in 1t 
fairly s•af'e ground. ,we are on 

The Propheo1es f 
o . Deut-Is. :term the baQis of this 

poem.The singer J>iotures 
a oomnunity in the utmost PhYsioal. and 

mental distress ,e.110!.roled! by 1if d1a·b 11 1 
. 

· 8 oa foes wha have 1:4-uught 
it to tlte PI'1nk of death.But this do,e"'"l A◄ t -

~ J.14 oonu.&. ion oanoot last 
always; "d,1 vine justice Ms not per•1·sh:ed -m th . "'h 

£~u e ear,~ ;above the 

pe,tty afi"Bira of this world Jahweb sits enthronmd fore?erV(Kirkp). 

All things vanish1bt1t Jahweh endUres to~ aJ.l t1:me(:ts.51:6)'.A:s the 

prophet sa1d,Jahweh re~1ns forever the same(rs.i,.g:12).,'In this 

oonfidenoe in Hls eternal reign1r ,IB?'ael oan look beyend its pres­

ent travail and tribulation into the f\:ltll!'e.And whltt ha,e the fUt­

ure 1n store fOr Iel'aelTHoth1ng lese;, then ~he ool'IJ;l)l.ete flllt'1.llment 

of the eweet,ool!lsolatorv I:croJ.lbeo.ies uttered DY Deut-Ia.1n the days 

of the Exile in Ba'bylon.Am the time ha.a oome 'fOr tlUlft fUlf1llment .. 

(Is.i,.0:2).Israel has drunk the o,UP et mtstmY to the dregs;1t bas 

had its f'Ull part!l.on of 8U'tfering.Jahweh1 the Dving Ood,wUl nan-. 

i~eat H1s might.He will ba'V'e OOJJ3l8BSiJ.,on on z1on, th• •01'ty that n>w 

.lies in ruins,hO' Ol'Uel tat• bewailed bf Ieraeil.Jl.hweh wlll build 

up Zion an•,greatar an4 lovlier than ever b•~e.1'-he~ JahWeh 

W1ll lhine torth in His radiant glorr,and Zion will beoome the oy ... 

_ 1_.T,""e y,,ropllet, 8 promise will then be tr1-'""BU:r• of the entire wor ...,. ~~ "' 

t 11 of it.'•s he had yroalaimed,Jah­
llln.Pha.ntly vind1oated-evc,ry de 8 

' in b()ndll•,400ID9d to pitif'l:11 death 
Weh Will release th0Be who moan 

th jaws of death,wlll gltther in Zi,1-
(la.lf.2 :7 ) .• :tsrael,resoued fl"om ,e 

d Ja}:Dte~•• people that have lan-
Ql'l 'bo 1>rool.a.im Janweh•., nau,e,an . t f'arever tor H111 

, . will dW.ell bet'• • 
IU1ahed all th••• y._i,s for z:1:on., . . "(Xirkp ) 

their J)'ermaneno• · • 
OJrn eternity 1• the pledB• 'f'D~ 



There remains Y~t another ~~-t 
~- of Deut-le* e provh-

·Y to be :f'Ulf"ill~. "Israel wtll t 
eo · no return to ~1on alone; 1.te 
iestoration will be the el:gna1 for that gatffilr1ng or tile nations 

to l{0l'Sh1p Jahweh in Z1on,wn.1oh the great prophet had unooD3>ro­

m1s1ng.ly aff'1rmed"(K1rkp)in the &ad days of tn:e EX1le.The beath­

ten, peholding J~m'Teh' s marvel 10Us a·ot of del1ve:r-amoe find re•tc:,ra­

tion, will oome to reoog,n1zc- His inoomparahl.-e gre,tness,ai:id will 

ooalesoe w1 th Israel 1?:lto ~ne vast sp:L1'1tual people,w:orah1PP1.ng 

and serving J"ahweh, tlte on. uni versa.l God. 'l!h'Ue has Jallweh aeoreed 

through Deut .... Is.lf tls prophe:t,aJ:Id thus shall He do,1n the netr f\1-

ture--any montent , perl1aps--unto .t e.r.ael ,lt1s Q'OrelY-:tl'ied People ,His 

Servant.Thoug11 the J:>rophe·t• s lips have long been dUst,the words he 

spoke oan h-ever be ef"faoed,and ·t ,ime shall bring bis nopes fUJ.fill­

ment. 

This 1$,to zgy mind,,tne noblest of all the psalms we 

are oonoerned with in OU!' present work.It 1e 1nt"ormed with fl mov­

ing solemn! ty that exalts the read-er to the ne1ghta of 1'el1g1oua 

feeling• It 1.s as if the sad ewe et voice of Deut--rs.-spok•e again. 

hat unaaunt•d eourqe of aoul,wbat What sublime emotional fervor,w 

- ,.a:,,lm1 qt mu~t have poaaessed• to .oling to unra1 te-r1.ng fai tll this PP«-~ · 

f pres•nt oalamities· and mis­hls untversal,1st.io h.01,11 in the f'ao• 0 -

. t ~av• b•en th• 11.l"011Peot of th• rea11zat,on ·t1'1ea&now ohear1ng m.us "~ · 

in •h·e n· ➔ .. ht o.f gloom initll 1eren• ~ · ""6 
of that dreamJit 1-s a atar 811 · . t to the mind of 

t T •er• •v•r in-ese.11 . Ind d 1r Th words ot D.U -.a:.Sei 

eapa • e - 'I at1o·n ot z1on,,th• r► . ,hemea,~D• r~• o 
the oozntnunit~.Jii• ft.VO:Pi't, nt reoogni~icon and lfOr-

. ll• and th• oon••ctU• 
t\U'n ot th• oapt1v• P80P ' . bad lefi an :1uwreas1on on 

tl_le earth_.the1e - . . . 
•lU.» Qt- Jahnh in al.t thait di1&m>01.nimant am 

. 1o.tou9Jl•18 
ta, People•• national oon , fh••• lWP•e f'>l'Jll th• ~'b-

ould not. dim. . 
•i-•tohedneu amt angu:l!efl 

O 
t I•'• t•nd•rn•••,h1• high 

•t~oture Of th1• l)eaUtit\lJ. , .. 1m.D• - ~ -

1t1,11talll,h1,l!I treedorn 



(39) 

:r:rom all venggfUl or material thought hi 
•• a •:xbo:r.dinuy keenness of insight-all theie d1st1ngu18h the br t 

. Ii' •sen PAlm.1.at 1:8 Well. 
Wlld h~gher praise oan be bestowed on the PeaJ.rn1at than to oa11 
111m •the post-e~111o Deut-Ia?. 

PSALM 107 

This !s a so·ng oelebrat1]lg Jahweh the deliverer 

nom all per111!1.Jahweh has gatb.9:r:«:I B1s P4KlPl• f'rom all land■.H• 
risoue.s people lost in the w11de:,n,a.a:·H• bl\9ta the bonds of pria-

-oners asunder;Re heals those de.111>arat1ly ill;h1 :reeouea n.1lora 

n-0111 the maw of the storm abeut to <!e-sti,oy thenfr'ben the atrain 

ohangos to ~ MA~Mti.nnra sombre note.J'ahw•h convert■ a r1o·h 

land to a '1saste11b.eoau■e 0f tl:le wiokedneas of 't'h• inha.b1tanta" .But 

IIG als·o oonve,rts a wast, to a r1oh labd fdr the hungry• and bless­

es them,11..nd brings their adver•s:al'1S1s- low. 

TJiis poeim was oomPoeod ill post-ex1lio t1mes,as the 



I 

i,aseroent of 1 are.el' s enemies. 

T11e de1->endenoe of t111s PsaJJn on Deut-I s. le very 

sl:Lgnt.The only 1dee. oonmon t .o th.e two works is that c;,:f the Proa-­

peri t:Y of I s1"ael after the Restor-ation.But the pealin1st has Jio 

glinmering of the true nature 0f this vrosper1tY.To llirn:,1t oons1sts · 

me:relY in an abutldanee of' mate1-ial ll<>ssee•siona.:neut-I:a•a BJ>1r1t-

ual 0o.ncept1on ef it })lays no Part in hie ·thil'lking.s1m1181'1y wit·h 

-regard to t11e :fate of IB!'&el' a enemies.The -propl:let antitoipatea 

the1r conversion to Jahweh,wll.tle the psalm1st,as we have aeen,look~ 

forward to their def'eat and hum:Ll1a:t1on.we oazmot deny him poetio 

ability-, but we must de:plore l1is entii,e laot of religious sena1-

b111 ty. 

PSALM 11_3 

Thi·s psalm is a summons to all tile wo:rld to praise 

Jahweh. The:re is none like Jahweh, whD ttaisea the lowly out Of 'the 

dust; "and makes of the barren woman of a hoUaoo.ld. a joytul mot :ne:P. 
-, . ·t f ~~- • lm 18 the poet,. e hOPe Of tbe The keyno ~ o ~ ,- -

1tmned:Late t'UJ.f.11 lment of the prom1eea nade by Jahweh tm-oUgh Deut­

a long 

• -



Sb iS unintelligible} ;He Will bring abou 
t the rea11zat1on @'f' Deut-

Is•, propllecy(Is.54-:1}that 181.'ael,now b . . 
• fll'ren &rid d.18.l)1aed,w111 be 

ftU1it'Ul a,nd Joyous .• 

This PS8.l""' b 
. .. .... ea:r:s the hall-mart of the great llrOJ>h-

,t .,hom Ghr1st1an n-;t ters ~11 oall the":E-vai,,n, 
11 

t 
'•"l!;ie ·8 Gf the Old Oov-

;nsnt •·.Deut-I s • s s-tt-1ot monotheism,h1s propheti.o inaigbt,h1a lofty 

r,elig-:Lous un:li.'1,raalism,--all these are fe:,ulld in th1a oompasition 

of his humble f<:>llower,our psalmis,t • 

. PS!tM 115 

Ti11s IJsalm celebrates Jahwen,_w:n:o,u.n11lce the heathen 
. 

gods who dwell on eartb,,abid&e 1n aeaven,and ie theret'bre a tl"'Ue 

Ood,will proteet lfn'ael and bl,si, 1t.'Dhe psalmist hero lioa:thlngly 

flays the OGntemptuou.s attitude asmmed by the 1dolatrous nations 

toward the miss1orumy hope first proo.la1med by Dwt-:Ie,whiob ani­

mates the oommur:u ty ,or some membe-rs of 1t,,at least•. "How oould suoh 

'& glGP1fioat1on of Israel 'take plaoet"',aak the hefthen,"How aould 

iUoh a God 8.1' Israel• 8 keep prom1ae.a,or • •v•n mte :themtMoreover, 

doea He exist at all?Gods mua,t be v1e4'bl• te tlle •YII •t man,bUt 

this Jahwen--., neither we ner theY the2t1eelve·111 oan beheld Rtm.If' H• 

~•ally •~iata 88 they o·laim B• dees,.iia• 11 Hf, then, \h1a Jahweh 

ot the I aa.eU 't•-5?• 

1.. 8 t• th1• inag:t.tt•d qUestion,be.11-The psalm:1•15t l"•P .... 

l •t -tdelatr,y 1:n l ,1.44 :9-20. 121' h1.a re9;pe,n•• en the delllnoiat.i:on · 
... -•b the ene,alJ.:.-~ewar:fUl God 

i'he Pl'!•J:>het n•· .,,.. oe•nff#eti?W Jru..Jf ' 

mamtlld• ged9 wQ'•hit>Peti by th• er heav•n etnd earth w:lL.t1' th• fUt,il•, _ 
· fJ8I 1'81 nt1 o•DlP••.-ct l>Y ibe 

htath•n.!l'hat the abev .... ~ion-4 118" • 
t l•••n -th• deP•n4•no• •r ~-Ph ddit1en,«-•• • 

•'I ,al'ld w:ae a lat• 8 
_. t .-... ••e•4 b► 

I ~n1'e;l o•,••l-"U _. 11
• PlllllJ11at •n n.ut-Ie.ter th• 18 t• b• ~llned b.Y ... 

t•1 . ld ·•XP•ot th 
91'1 v.3 and n.·i,,.-8'. w·• lblU anll th:•il' oer:iva.•1•n te 

,1- . t th• heat~n, .. 1111• n • r the di eoem:t:1 t111'• 0 -
- -



Jahweh, bu. t , regrettably, the r.eln8ind . 
to , . . er •t the l>e•Jn 1a or an al-
,getller # d1ff'crent nat~e trozn the f1 t . 

t . · l'I Pal't, 11Mo11 0fi'otunatanot, 1! ell"'" that the original aequel wa.e lost. 

P·SAL},f 117 

Tl1is little PealJn 1• a 
u llllllnPne to the heathen to 

pra·1se Jahweh f0l9 the k1ndnea8 whieh H.e h~e man1teet·•d tow&l'd Ia-

rael. It oontains within brief OllDUJa•s the g18t e-r neut-Ii•• teaoh­

inge. It re.peats the Douter0-Iea1a1110 aese:rt-10,n that the ultinllte 

objeot of Israel' 8 oalling ia t·be eaJ.vat;Lon •f t-he werld • .A■ • new 

note 1s sounded here,we may ·well d11J111ee ettr oena1dll'at1,n et ~h1• 

pmlm w1 th t ho c1 tation of Baeth1 a MlllM'lc that itl!I l1JigU1e~io 

oharaoteristi:oi, betoken a lat• er:Lg1.n. 



l'eoogniz«d the wondcr:ru1 eign1noanoe 
of tholi, d.el1verano1 f:rom 

But Y~are e~ed bY.Pros~,, it 
eer y rell81nea far distant 

fl'Om them; in 1 te :Plao" oame trials and sttff " . 
· · · ep ..11•J:Jg. The laug4te:r had 

fled £ro1n their 1 :L.ps; these We1'e t 1mes ..,
0

r . 
1 · "'' WOil) t1g • The l;mGphet • a 

Promise is doom€-d. to Dema1n forever untul"""ll-·th 
1 1 "'~ ---• • sa. :ve:~ on will 

never oome.But ha.l'k.lthe d1vtne voioo ecnmds in the!i, ears,noot 

with assuranc~ a nd 00neolat10n .• Their nigh.t of e.:ngui
11
a. lw at an 

end,; the su11 o:f hop() llas r1aen; :tl1e t1m• of s.alVB;:t1on of ·wh~1o'h the 

prophet <;ircamt and sang 1s here. 

Lilco 1 t ·e oolll!>an1on-pieoe,Ps.t15 ,th:18 ps,alm owos its 

e.xistenoe to tll~ p1.101,>hceies of Deut-I·s.It does not explioitly give 

ex:pression to a11y of the ideals and a-sp1rat,1ona of :Oeut~Ia
1
bUt 

that theae oonf3t1 tut• its baokgl:'ound,sny reader oan P•ll'oeiv• who 

end•avore to ~nter into th• spirit of th• 1,1·ae.1m.we may aay that 

neut-Ia• s p~opheoy 18 the neoes2'8;ry h1atoricral anteoedent of the 

Poem we havo been oon~ider1ng. 



81 world tnat had tired ta. Poet•,--. 
.i.anoy. 

In vv .1p-5 the llSa.lm1.st has in "'" 
~Jild the lo~dly tut­u.re boP• Qf Deut-Ia. Jahweh - ha·a 

1 
. 

1 
. . 

- -av shed blea ei:ng' Q n the oom,.. 
J]llnitY ,has shioldcd it &om a.11 d111.,..~er ,.. .. 

· --e. ,~115 ~oomp•.naed 1 t f'or all 
it! past SUf'fer-ing.But it is not Iere:,1 alone t,..,·t 

1 
. t 

· -''£a a he objeut 
of J~hweh' $ solie1tude,and His lov1tJg-k1ndne■a to I.rael baa no\ 

' 

b1en •x•roise.d merely tt>r Israel• 1 1difioat1on and. elevation.He 

has a highe-r en~ in view.And: th1.e end. 11 the ~eoog.n1t1on on the 

part of tl1c surroundi~ heathen nationJ and th•±r k1:ng-, of the mon­

umental moment o:f tl1is election of Isra•l by Jahweh.In the m1rao­

ulous oarcer of tltis nu.toh'""buf't'eted 11ttlL1 People they wll.ll oome to 

see the hand of divine Prevideno1,a1'ld wUl then turn 1n }:)tJm111ty 

and dee}::) oontr·1110n to Jahlreh,a0knowl•dg1:ng that. He ia the one God
1 

and uniting w1t11 I81'ael in giving p:ra1••• unto JI1m.Th1e was the 

•nohant1ng vision beheld by th• divinely-in11>1l!'fd Dwt-11. ,and 

oonmunioated by him to iue abjeot brethren langu1,Ming in exile 

in Babylon.It ie this whioh ha.ii inqired the :vreaent pulm1ldl, 

though not au.f:fioiently to enable htm to l)l!Odttoe an 1:ntene•lY Po-

~ Although t:hel'le :111 ru>thing groaB •t1o anct s})1r.1tual p.zt.ee of wor~. . 

o:r ropellant in this poem,yet far aom• reason 1-t •••Ill•· to JD11115 

thte al together. 

r 

I 



and perhaps fortuitous r eaembla 
. . noes.The world~g1rdli ng· 1dea11stt1 of 

ueut-Is. is not here, 11or is tkere t · 
no 1oeable -a Bo1nttlla of the 

prophet's transcerlde.nt B:Pir1tuaii ty. 

PSAL,.4 14g 

Tl11.is IJsa lm is a 
sunmons to ,a11 ne.tu.re te praise 

Jahweh. The angels , the heavenJ,y 1am1 
1 · · · .nar es,:the elemen,te,the beasts, 

all olaEtses of ma.nk,1:nd,and all nationa. 8 ... 8 
to j .. ""'"" 

1 
. 

· ~, ,.. · o~IWI . n one vast 
ohoros of ;praise to Jahweh., f'or Re alone :1, 8 eKalted,and H·e has 

raised. tl1e .horn of I!is Peo.vie Is~ael 'ith1oh 18 nigh unto liim. 

Tn1s Psalm is a P€let1~ expan$1on of 1s.i,.9 :13, 1n 

whioh the prophet summons heavelil and ea:rth to praise Jalil.weh for 

the deliver ance of Israel. "Though in this• psalm Israel• s :ttestora,t,~ 

t1on is only brief'lY mentioned at the end,yet it is ttndoubtedly 

the motive of t l'11s u.r.11veraal oall to J:)P81se,and tll:e thought that 

inspires t h~ whole is tl1e deail.'e that not only all humanity bUt 

all cre.ation should rejo1oe with Isl'ae11Yan is th:e ~own of oreat-

1on,and as Israel ,as the gr.eat proJJhet had often said,1s Jahweh' a 

servant f'Or the ~edeIQt1oD of lnJ.JI18t11ty,then all thtngs i1.n heaven 

!Ild earth mst :t"ejoioe when tsr&lel 1s rai.e.ed troni b1Jmrtlity to 

t Chosen Peo~le the salvation honor,1 (Kirk1>).In the ele~atian of lle - · ' 

or all the world is brought abOUt,am the J(ess1anil.o J)Qiod tore-

totenei by neu~I s. is ushered in. 
. . t ~em the vf/rV p:Lnnaole at uni-In this magn;Lt1aen If'"" .. 

- . ealmist• • Mess:tanlLo· hope will 
l:En"ea11at10 vision 1s att-ained,!hB P 

. ""' lee tha,n tbe Pi'&ise ot Jah-nc,... . . ~"" ~r.it.hiia - e 
• oontent 1 tselt' wiuu. 8

"
1
'"' tl:l.ln t)le eoanS'II of 

•en, the great UniClle 00d b,y ali th:1.28• on ea!' 
. t epaoe and t1.me and 1s 1At 1 1 eenee ct 

• ex:peotatie>n he loae• 8 
· v and enters 1nto the 

, , me at pr.opheo, , 1
~alllil>Or't1ed tc, tlle lo ft1t,dt rea .. --y: that the •oua 

, 11 Jlll)ted .,o, a; .. , .... 

·
00

Dlnunion or .raueh. one ts aiino•I 
8 

feYe.r did pro1>h~, :rtn4 

1n t :hiff paaltn1lt, · 
Of 1>8llt-I a. la 1:no.srna'te 



80 worthY a suooessor. 

PSALM l~9 

This is a sumnons to I 
s~a·e1 to rejo:toe 1n Jalnreh 

for He has granted them victory M:ore ' 
• , ove:i, Jahweh ·,111 ezeoute ve~ 

gea•nee on I s-rael' s nea tn.e:z:i enemies Thi 
• . s Psalm gives expreas:l,on to 

the esoha tologioe.J. hope held by a 0el'.'tain PG1't1on Qf the Jewish 

oenmunity in JJost-exilio t1:mes.These men,the..•Gadly'-,.o~ Ohaeidim, 

o:t zealots,o:r·"Theoeebomeno1n ,oY whatever nanie we illly apply to 

them,were fam.111ar trlth ieut-Js 1f proph~oy ea,f the oom1l'lg of Jah-

wel:11 s kingdom on earth.we hav.e aaeaay l)atnte.4 out what tlle pro.- • 

phet meant by t.111s.Bu t the brightness of h1s sp1:r1tua1 oenoept1on 

began :to be d i mned by the gathering olouds of ater1al a~mbition, 

pol1t1oal aggrandizement,or,perb&PJ,trant1,o ve:ogeanoe on relent-

less toee,unt11 f'lnally the dey of J~weh oame to, be regarded by 

Zilany as no thing else than a day gt bloody :reok8niflg 1' 1th .I arael' s 

heathen enem1e$.lfo t -hougnt of the oonve1's1on at the nations oooup~ 

the minis of' these mos-t angodlynoe>·dlY" ,ae v. T sho,r:s.MaY I venture 

a oonjeoture tliat 1t was dUe to these men that the pessages were 

1nterp01at.ed in D,eut--ls to wh1ah t~s1 v,erse 1s stroEgl.Y akin(Iis. 

lt-5::1.4, f'")~' U'PT"l ;and 1s •. i,.9:e2b),.an(l that the simtlar passages 

, . 6 ·4)were wr1t·ten?On the great in 1':r-1tto-Iaa1ah(Is.QQ:3ff.,61.2, 3· · · 
the heathen to.r th~ll' OP­day When Jahweh t ,ook fUll \"engeanoe O 11 

these ahorta-1ghte4· and m:Ls-
~e,s ~on, or Is:Lfael-,tnen,aooord1- to and then 1.,... 

. . Deu·t~s.be f\111':l.lled, .. 
~ 14:ed men, wauld the prop:heoY of it t to the ten-
1'1. • pat • gaping oc>n :ras 

ea. QOUl(l lJ1ng the· • new SOM • 
1 

Tileied to 
·•. t...J•IB84 J18 beeR Pl' 4
~ and exal\ect oonoept1on ot DSi1 . _.yer

8
1on ot his 

~ . ~ ot th1• moneeou• P 
· et tr101n h1-s tomb and l.earD . ouJ.d he iiate reJJUd-

l'IQb" ibl'f and wiratbfll-llr If . -"tr a ... e "eaohinga,-how f'Qro · ere a:tte:r au Ou.a;, · 
c·nasid1m w 

1-tect 1'\&But alL as not lDdt.irneee · 'l'ID ohericrhet! neut-~s-• s 
li..-., et:111 t-bQl8 W'. . 
~. or \he people.T-here were 

I 
j: 



• 

• 

( 47) 
18 

1n all their gr&lJdeu,, and Pllrlty,There Yet rema11114 paaJm­

id88 

lll:e the authors of Pss,100,102 ,alld .126 to repeat the 111'01>1>-

1,ts 

sublime world-massage. 
et 18 

• 

• 
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