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IV 

DIGEST· QE THESI;S 

•rhis thesis attempts to answe·r the question, How 

did Tannaltic leg islation view the G€nt1le? It dis­

cusses this question using as its prin.c.ipal sources the 

~-'lisr1nah and the Tosephta . :Ut is divided into three 

chapters, each chapter deaiing With a particular phase 

of' Jeh•ish- Gent ile relationships. 

OhA._pter One 1s concerned with t ·he attempt of' th·? Jew 

t o s epariate l1imse l.r from the Gentile, t .o r,efr-ain from 

expos ing hi r.n se-lf to the influences of thos.e who serve 

i o.olatr·y . It points out that practices in themselyes· 

unobjec t1011able were prohib·1 ted bec·ause they werre com,monly 

thou ght of as ·be ing Gentile practices. It also demonstra­

tes a basic distrust of the Gentile pa.r1;,1c'l,llarly in areas­

'"here a mispla ced t .ru s.t might br-ing serious eo:ns.equencea. 

1-iany of these f ·ears can b·e expla.ined by the fact tb.at the 

Gentile , as a very substantial minority if not. a: maje:>rity 

in certain areas, posed a serious threat to the Jew .• The -
Jew wa·s a:frald of physical ham; he f~area. ~Cl>ntam1na,ti0n; 

he di.strust·ed the Gen.t-ile·. There:fore he avoi1.ded e,~eas·s1v:e 

.centact w1 th him. 

c.n.apter Twe consid.ers the 1tn];).aet 0f Jewi',el:l 1:A~ apan 

the 'Geatile. Of. course,, the ri,tu·al la•WiS de 1net ·a:p:ply t0 

Gent'\le s.. Nei;ttl'E;i:r. do Sl;l~h:. 1.,a.w;,s as :tih'.e _pr0!i).~l:>~ 'tllon age.mat 

a.e~d:~,ng .IIlO.,Re;y o.n d:nte:.Fe1st~ HQ:wevert ~ .Jew. 1s •n:oit' pe~t\EJd 

J .l. 11 i:c ,.ri oJ:at.e a c OIIUDS.1ndmen'l; &•Dcd £he:m. ta tq d::!._.Fee b ·a ®n:li. @ -c.~ • 
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benefit by that violat i on. The ethical and moral laws 
apply equa lly to the Gentile. The Talmudic d iscuss ion 
relating to th& applicability of the Seven Lawe of the Sons of Noah is cited. 

The final chapter consi ders what may be called 
the positive aspects of the Jewi sh- Gentile relationships. 
Lec1slation is cit ed showing many a rea s of equality 
betwean Jew and Genti l e as we ll as certain cases in which 
the law is more stringent upon the J ew t han upon the 
Gentile . The chapter conclude s that "in t he realm of the 
ethical and moral life , in the area of living a life of 
goodness , the Jew is a universalist . Here the Jew pro­
claims the universal right of all men to l ive together 
in peace and plenty , free of the tyranny of poverty and 
injustice. Here the Jew makes no dis tinctions . In this 

l ,, realm a ll are equa . 
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CHAPTER ONE 

LEGI5LATION TENDING TO I NCREASE 
3EPARATION BET~iEEN JE~ AND GENTILE 

• 

• 

• 
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Chapter One 

A study of tbe Tannait ic literature dealing with t ·he 

relation:sn:1:ps between Jew and Gentile reveal that our 

Tann·alm l1ave concerned themselves wit}l all the poss1b111.;. 

t1eq and intricaoies of such relationsp.ips. Nothing, or 

at least very little , has e.scaped their concern. The 

literature reflects a deep concern about the very real 

dangers to Wbicr. a Jew might subject hims:el1' by too _much 

c ont -;i c t or perhaps imp.roper contact wl,th_ h'is non-Jewish 

nei13bbor-s. The desire to be apart from, to be· completely 

s eparateJ from, the Gentile is a thread which runs th,rough 

much of the thlnklne; of our ancient rabbis. There were 

many reasons for t .he desire for this separation, for this 

ghetto-like exi·stenca, all of which are some\'1hat inter­

connect.ea and related. Perhaps the most important is t he 

very r.eal e .oncern that too much contact might lead the Jew 

to imitate the idolat:r .. i;>us ways qf ais. neighbors or at 

least to stray s0mewhat fr.0m t-ne belie'f s and prac,tie.es of 

Judaism. Even the f$,li~•htest connec-t .io~ with 1'do1atry weti3 

something to be avoided at ai'iy co·st . 

Thiis de slre to .a:void any !1)o'ssfb11"1ty 0f someh:0w 

bec:omin.g c onne:cted w1th 1aoa.at·ri1 fs· i111.:.1s:tr:ata.d by tlie 

f' oll :;iw k"n~ sue c.ifiict s:ta te.ment::. 11 A m_a:n aheJJ1d r..i:ot do b1:1-'.sine•s,,s . 

wi t ·h nt•s ne-1ghbar Qn the l!Ji1:1y o.f th-e 4 e,st1val. o·f ~ae Gft1tt1la 

oe ca:u se Qf ;t. lie• ·p.@•s ,sJ.b.Ll1ty Ci)~ beeE>m11"1g e~\t ,~nglaea ,w ltn: !.d0l­

.a. tl<ly~ ,, \?.Ji 9~ 1,9, f':11.C •J~'II I T,he ~aas~n tar :thi,s pron1a·1 t ,.,ial} 

j 
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o l u1 i l a t-ly, 

1 r e it i s p e r :nitted . 11 2 A 3a i 11 t ba. J e-w 

t. -. t _:,.,_J.~ ',,, ,.. •, t ,:, r , "' l1 r-i l -"11n,"-:nt 01·· un•-1 ·1-1' · . t t ..., - - - - - - ~ "~ ~, · ,., 1 i ng:ne·s s o a_ppea1" · o 

' a •1c- 1· .... , - u ~h ., p ··~ c· • -e ~ • l . l • ~ ...... ..::,, . \., 1:J. _ _ .f \ :-,l L, J.. l;;. • • It mi ~ h t appear to the onl od1cer 

:pil.5r·i.JJage ·,,~ r e a ,ct.Ja l-1y tacitly earrct i o11ing_ and assentin,55 

Tmi .Ei i.s made even ro0re e.l.ear oy t,:::.e 

fo llov, inf; ·statei;fie.11t : 
11 An I sra.'€11 t? g:Ding. t o tb.e ma,.rk;et ls 

.not J?ermi tt,e.d to de.al ,~1tn Ge:ntal e-s wh0 <ar.e @n tbe-ir way 

to id n J..a t rieu s f'•e st i val s', but- yt>.u 'lfia y d.e.a 1 w..1 th t--h'em c 0.1n :1.n.g 

r;fG>me beeat.1 se it is a -s t l:r~.l:l g'l'J: t.me-y- 13:a v-,e l,Etf·t lli~•hinr.:l t .he id0l. -

at r~. '' 3 

Thu-s we se-e t ia:a:t tlte:- '.f:·e~r 0',J aP,~eaJ?i~ft to ee:~s~:;:;it "to 

l:_d©l {il; t ,ry .0.r:- Lcil©l& tr-0,U1 s p,ra:<clt,t e·e s w,a ~ a ,re,~y r.'ea.1.. mot! va;U &n 

:f'eF some• of the se;¥a..:rfa.:tust:ie eu:'§i·t~m-s til"e.se,nt.eci 'By t,bj;e fa.;maim. 
' 

• 
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clea r . . . 
not r e.nt t l1e m hou,., =- o ·~ i·"' l' . d • 

• oi;:;.,, .l ,;;;; us , an vineyards a;nd we do not 
.,. .. .... h th 0 1-ve 1.., ern · e priest1,, t •if+ s 

J :- \,I • This refers only to Ispael . 

I r1 Syria 1118 r e1:it h ou:;ies but not fields. In el ther ulace 
•. 

• 

a man shall not rent his field t o a Gentile aceor41ng to 

R' riie i r . R. Jose say s in .Pa l ~stine they r.ent h.ou&,e s and 

out.sid~ t l1ey r ent f ields-- -- t,1ey ruay sell in either pla·ee . 

I11 ~=- the1' ~ol a,ce a .;ew s ha ll not re11t his hous.e to a Gentile 

bec~.use it is knov1r1 tha t he v1ill l n t.1"oduce tb:er,~in idola­

try , but it i s p.armit ted to rent them stables, storehouses 

ar16. inns e ven t l10Li3h i t is kn.own: that they ,..,111 introduce 

t he r a i !1 i dolatry . 11 4 .:3o we sae tha.t a JevJ must not even 

appea1~ to g ive l1is consent t o idolatry . It i .s ·a fo~e- . 

go11e c onclusion that a gentile wi.11 int1"od.uce into ,his 

h ome idolatr,ous- practices . The-refo1"'e a Jew canr1pt rent 

h is home, to a Gentile . ..\s long. as the Jew knows in 

advsi,11ce that his teti.t;J.nt will introduce idola-try it might 

appear to outs,ideJ?-s that the ido,l ·atry was, ~ectu8,cllf approved 

by; him . Also, S1'l.Cb a;n @.rrang19men;t WQ'Uld ha:ve the ~-f-fee;t 

0f expo~ing the J~i'l to idolat•ey and mi&ht the.reby 1ea.d 

0,cil)l a,wa:y from the be l ie,f and woTs}Jij) 9f the -c±!t.re G~d . 

stables., s ·tor.e·h0uses, ~:rad ±n.ns fall in:t.o a &it'fere.n t 

ca tag0 ry ~ ['he se in¥o 1,ve ,the 'IDlil sine,s,s ra trh'er t.lia.n t'h:e 

person.al llf.e e:f' the Genti,l.e. .I:~asll),~e:h, ~ •S' the-ae a1te 

b>l4sinesseJ.S , a; Jew may ~en'(. ;th,am to a ·Genf; i lte ':ti.ho\l_ghl. he 

:fu l l.:Y ~ealize,s tihat th.e Gent.j,,le w:t;,1.l 
11 

~:ntP.0d'11'~e tbe,r,eih. 

.i 
I 
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idola. trv. 11 Thi i 

J ' s s a pur,ely business arra,n,gement an.0 there 

is less danger that the Jew Wi.11 .=!Xpn-.s·e - ..., h,1mself' to tb:E?.se 
:P ra.c tic e s • AlS.o there is little if arty question of h is 

appearin5 to &a.nctioh th.es.e practi,ees. 

In the same sense one ls forbidden to speak the names 

of idols. 3y mentioning their names one g ives th.em a, 

csr•tain di s ni ty and st!:l, tus. 11 One shall not say to h1s 

c omra.6-e , 
1 
\la it for me by , ( the name of the -------

-~ 1)1 I 
1QO , o r· I will wait 1~01~ you by _____ ( the name of 

... - ' d 1) 1 1.,h.e i o , bacause Seripture says, 'i\nd ye Shall not 

mt3-ntion tl1e n ame s of other Gods '." 5 

It v1as also fear.ed that too mueli eon tact 1-,1 th the 

am1..1sements o.f tl1e Gentiles \-1ould result either 11::t idol-a­

trous practices or too {Iluch ;f'ri110lousness. 11 To· go up to 

the theatres or spectacles of the Qent:1:les -1s forbid,den 

beaause of idolatry according to R'. Meir. ']he Sages sa.y, 

when they sacr1·r1ce 1 t 1:s forbidden because, e<f idolatry, 

and when they don't it is fo!l'bidde.-h because ,o'f: t"he l'a;ct. 

that 1 t is a gathering of sc·off\ers. 11 6 In. this pa.s,sa~e 

we se.e a p01nt of. g·!le:at .impo:I"t'ance. One ~~y not ~,tter,id 

the theat.l!es ,o,r $pec·tacle-s or th.e ·ee~t1J..e1s wii.en t-ne.y 

saic rif'ic e bee1au-se of' idola. t-F:y. \E.h;.1s 1s u.-hfie,:ne~a,ia.a'e:Jte 

f ror· t-he ~easons ~:Fervie:lllsly enume.rated:. Wl;J.ati 1s a:oJ:taa hette 

1s t ·ae p:r?,olt1bitt1on. •a~a:in!S:t a,tt~::ncl11."f~ ,t;neiB~· ~v;~,i.t _s ·e:v;e-n 

wb.e;1:i ~dola t .roua ,a-acr·f:fice s do_ n0,t tiak.e- ;pll.e..~~ TJte ~e;aso~ 

f 0-r-- th,dr's pr®~!b1:ti1®n is o-assGI, UIDO,n t~.e· t 1J?e\t vi.rs~ o.r \,he 
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Psalmiat, "Happy i ·s the mq.n tho.t hath not walked in t ,he 

counsel of the wicked , nor st.ooq. in the way o-f a.i nners, 

nor sat i n the seat of the scornful ." .J\.ttenda.nce at 

these theatres or snectAcleR even when n· 0 - - - ___ sacrii'1ee t.;kes -- - _____ .;.;..;;;.._ ---
n lace is -viewed as sitting in the seat of the scorru~.1..tl, 

pe. rticipating 'vtith scorners and idolators in amusementrs 

i'ihicl1 ma.y lea.a t o idolatry, and which certainly do not 

lead t ,o t he ;:;l orif~cation of God or to a ,ma n ·11 whose de light 

is in ·the la\v of t he Lo.rd, 11 

I t se,3ms that in Tarinai tic ti1ne·s there we1·e certain 

p1~actice s \'lb.ich were c ;;>mu1only associated with non ... Jews . 

I n t hen1sel va-s t hese prac tlces were harmless and 11on-

ob ject ionable to the Jew . Their harm lay only in the 

f'act that they were the practices of the here,t1c·s. !I' 

a Jew s hould perfo.rm them 1 t mig.ht appear that he was 

agreeing wl th , s.anct'ioning, or eve·n a..c'tually ·performing 

a heretical practlc,e. .F'or this reason s,ucfi acts were 

forbid den . 1
• None may slaue;hter ( 1n suc;:h wirse that the 

b•lodd falls) into the sea or into v,esse.-1s ocr i •nto rive.rs; 

but they may slaughter (in Slllch :wise that the olo9'd 

falls) i fi'to a hr::>llow :ff1led wi.tih wa.-t~I.", or oMe.r tfi,e- out­

sid'.e ®f ·ve-sse·ls on a ship ( s_o tha,,t the· blood ~lows: in-tQ 

th'e 9,9 a j,. Nro® may s-l.'augh>te·r (in su.ch wise t}:[a't. tl').e b l:oEtd 

f,all.s) In,t.o any maane:r 01' ( l?iJlP~Y') ho,1e , ::ti)l:1 t a ,man ma..y .make 

a '.hole a h 1:s 1.i<:>u,se f!or tJ1:e ~1.©0@ t ,o :r-1.ow, in.to;: li e ma:y, natc , 
' 

n@weve,r, do s,o i n t'&e ( open) sf.rea:t_ LeEJt he e0m'i.m _'tihe 
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heretics lh tb.~g: ways." 7 One. should not appear to be 

accumulating the blood in o.rder to use it f'or 1delatrous 

Purp· os·es and, abo· n-e all, 
•Y• ene must not confirm the meretics 

in their ways • .Any act, no matter how harmless 1n and of ' . . 

itself, 1s forbidden if its ultimate effect will be to con­

firm the heretics in the-ir ways. 

It 1s also fo·rbidderr to use ce-rta.'.1n 1.tems handled by 

Gentiles when th-ese 1te;os could have be.en contamin;:ttred or 

use.d fot' their id olatrous purposes, for liba. tions and the 

like. Thus., without the knowlede;e of the J ew, he could use 

something which was made unfit for Jewish use by prev·10usly 

having been d-edica:ted to some f .orm of here-sy or idol~try. 
i t,l-~l-fM " 

For example, ''The "-skl11-bottl es of Gentiles ( e, Ii} or the1.r 

jars that are f illed with the wine 01' an IsJ?ae l:1.te are 

f ·orbidden , and it is forbidde,n to 'have any ben·efit -at all 

from t0em. The g rape-s-t/0nes and the gra.pe-.ski:ns a.:f the 

Gentiles are forbidden, and 1 t is .fo~qid(\:en t ·e nave Biny 

be-nefit at all from them. So R. M:8:-1r. Blllt the sa,g~s 

say.: rt is not forbi.d cl, en ·:tr;q hi.av~ any ·0.enef it ·at a.1.1 itrG>m 

them. When moist they ~r~ f0rbid6,e:n:, but when. dr4-ed tb:ey 

a ,re- p~rttt1tted. Th-a, f:1sn- er1ue and Bit:fuyn1:a.~.9 on,ees;es af 

· 1 o·re- for:b!cluen, and !t is i ·_er.t>Udeii, to ps;ve tn.e Ge'Rti0 ,es "" . 

·any b'.e-ne:.f'it at all f ~om tA:em. po ~. Me·n--. Blltt t~e s&g,:e!? 

It 
~

8 
~ ,,,-11, if'o-Pbidd.en t-q, .h&<ve ~n,;y: 'tl>ene:f 11£ ,a:-:t a:J.:l from say-: :Ao .,.~ 

t hem.•• 8 ,, 
'''·Thes•e t>h1ngs e-i' tihe ~nttlles ar·e t,:q,rli>iji:de~(i /ii), 

7 
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but 1 t is not f e rbidde.n to have any benefit at all f.rom 

them: milk Which a Gentile "'~lked ,., ·h·en ...... .. . no Israelite 
111a t ched him, their bread and tne ir oil (Rabbi v and n1s 

eourt permitted the oil), stewed or pickled vegetables 

into Wbi ch it is tl1eir custom to put. wine or vinega.r ., 

mi nced fish or b r ine C:)ntaining no fish~ h1lek-1'1sh., 

d.r·ops of asafoe tlda, or salconditum. L t"' · f o, uese are or-

bidden , but it is not forb•i 'dden to have any benefit at all 

f' r om them. 11 9 

"Israeli tisi:J. craftsmen to whoin a Gentile se-nt a jar 

of libation wine as their hire are permitted to say to 

t,Lim, 'Give us its value in money .• • ·sut afte.r ·1.t has come 

into their possession it is f@rb1dden ('to as:lf ::ro-r its 

value). If a man sold his wine to a Gentile a~a fixed 

its price before ha measured i ,t( 1nt·o the ·ae.nt1lie 1_s 

vessel) its price 1s pel'mltted. B1:1t 1:f n:e mea·s~red -it o\!lt 

befor·e he fixed its price, its pi'ice, i ,s f ,orb.1-d•de.n. '.If ne· 

took the funnel .-a·nd .measuved out w'i.~e ~ -to ~ Gentile, s· 

flask an.0 again measu.z:-ed out w.ure '1nt·0 an Is~aa::t!te' s 

flask and there r.e:ma,.;ine.d •1-n ·t -me :fi'uaneI a d-ro·~ et' w1.ne ~it'o,m 

what had ~een po1:1red int@ the ~nit;;,t!L:e·' s tlasx, t _hen the 

w1n:e 1n t ,fue- Isra'ell..1:te i a f 'l!a·~k f-g fel:l'\1>-idqen.. .U be ]>'s:IUI?e:ci 

ou't -wirle fh'om one ~ess~1 be.lp~~g. ta Mmseif 1:n::f.a aneith!e.P 

be:1opig1-il'$ t 10 a Gentile, t.M.e,:r:iL the wi:ne re"matn;a::ng 1m tlmt 

fnom w.&1:C,h h,'.e p-Q,lallPS d_s. p.e,mn!t:tad,. a:r:rd ,t;}aat 1nt,o ~J!i,t.c_ti, he 

. II' l'<il e,~if.le's t .s •, :f o:n~.idde.n • 
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These passages seem to point ,qp the fear ef using 

oertai.n things u·sea. by the 1dolators. A Jew may make no 

use Whatsoever of Wine Whioh has been in the juris•dietion:· 

of a Gentile Without having been watched· .over by a Jew. 

The assumption is that tae wine could .easily have be.en 

u sed as libation wine. The same is true of a:q.ything els~ 

g.enerally us.ea. by the Gentil.es for t he se purposes. The Jew, 

in order to pre serve his way- of 11.fe , bis reij,gious beliefs, 

bis separatism, c·annot succ1,1mb to the temptation pre,sent 

in the environment of whic h t:1e i~ a part.. He cannot 

sue cu mb to idolatry; he carillot use sorneth.in.g :wnich may 

have be?n used for idolatrous purpese•s; he ca'tl.J;:lat even 

ap.pear to sanction or .give ass-ent to tlii.e.se practices t>y 

being c l os·ely associated either v1,itll tte practice itself 

or with those who observe it. 5pec,1f1c emphasis is pl,acea 

on wine since it is of r.E}l igfoos s1gnU'1can~e· both to the 

J.ew and t b.e ·1dolato,r. ·The most extreme ,pit'ecauti9ns we.Fe 

observe.d j;n ord.er t .o insure that the g;e.w did n0t ~!;le wine· 

Which may have been us,ed toT 1ibation-s ,fe:.F the pe:l~g,1,0:us 

pu.i;!pos.es ef t.ne Ge-ntllel:i. Olle m.or,~ ·e~aml:)1:Le wi-11 scu:f~tce·. 
N 

"If a Gent:i.J.e ( e I,, ) ~al;p~·d. a~ Is•r~elfte to t~~e j'.&r.S' i).f: 

w1n:e f: r e>m !D-n:e p.l ,a:e.e ;to anGithe!F,, an~ 1he Jl~&sumpt'1o.n !s t ·hait 

W.,a.fi.':.efus-d, it is '@8rtfil1l:tted ; 0\ll"t 11" t,,'h'e Is~&ell.1te the wine was ·"' 

ha:a told t lle ot,hep taa:t ae. wOlild be ,gane, tthe win:e· i!a •:ta~-

b>idden ·1r ne w~s gon,e a. long enO't.18.Q tiim_e t'~\I\ t,.l«l:e 11'1ih.&r :to 

' d tb.e 01,&J \G q~y_. Ri•qqi b~.:ne a hol,e., stQP l't> tl,p>' a.~ 

' ' 
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Simeon B. Gamqliel says: Time hf 
enoug or the other to 

open the jar ane;J. close it up and fa."" the l 11 
~ c ay to dry. · 11 

Thus it is clear that separation from the Gent-11-e was a 

major trend in Jewish thought at this time. 

This desire for ·s-ep·aration nat.ur.ally .. ,extande.cl. to . • 

otheri areas. General contact. was to be kept to a minimum 

and 'das not delibera.tely to be sought out. It is a nat~­

ral occurrence for any e;roup to seek to maintain it·s own 

distinctive char.;ct,.er, particularly when that group 

exists in a n1ore or less hostile environment. .Thus, we 

are told that one should e;o forth from a city whose majo­

rity are Gentiles to a city inhabited cempletely by 

Israelites. It is not permitted to move from a city in­

habited by a majority of Israelites to a city 1nhab1ted 

completely by Gentiles. 12 T4is reflec·ts, of cour1:3e, 

the natural desir-e not t ·o exp·osa G>nEfaelf unnecessarily to 

alien hostile in.fl\:lences. Accept ,1ng •charity :from Gentiles 

:wa.s not l _ookad upon favo~ably for mu.op. th~ Sl;}Ile reasons. 

11 When the number of people acceptfµ:g cha,:r-iLty frem the 

Gentiles inorea~ed, tllt:J Gent.ilea 1:iegan to mu.Lt,f:p_ly a~d 

ls.rael began to diminish, ,and tha·re i:S nio r.e·st 1,n th.e 

worl.d, f .or Is.ra.el, 11 13 Th\1S tb;e I_s-ra0eli--tes al?~ again, 

w~r,ned to ref rain f i'oiil 8JCP©S'tn~ themse·lv,jt'& ,t~- e~e·e:e~·1v..a 

c-ontaot w,i t 'b tlle ~ntUes· pa!I'0tic~la·r~y Wn.fn t;~t ean~aQt 

• 

w,eul.Gl. ma:ke t,118 Jew s10mew·hat beliol.!iEilil: t -o a1s l>.en.eifaeto.l'!a 
-~ 

• 
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t .hus practically inviting dire conseque.nce s. 

Th:Ls principle 1s illustrated in a story 1n w-hich we 

are told that ~abban Gamaliel refused to accept a fish 

from 1dolp.to.rs even though permitted to do so according 

to the halachah. It 1 t s no permitted to ta~e animals or 

fish out of trap.s on a festival unless it is known that 

the a n imals were caught on the eve of the fest1 V?-1 and 

not on the festival itself. It is related tha.t an 

i d.ala tor once brought fish to Rabban Gamaliel who 

said, "They are permitted, but I nave no wish t<;> accept 

them· from him. 11 14 Th b 1 . us., Ra · ban Gama iel imposes upon. 

himself a more severe ruling. than demanded by the actual 

letter of the law. 

It has been previously stat-ad that iJnitatioa of' 

Gentile practices was to be avoided for s.everal reason~. 

But it was not only the i'lll.itat1:on of pr.actiees that was 

frown$d upon, but .-a.lso t'lie takiµg on af @Rti.l.e, names. 

It is easy t .o und13rstand th~ 4~nger t ,ha1t could befaii the 

Jewish group we-re great num'bers of Lts ·adne-rant,s tq l,>e.gin 
. 

to t.a.lte o:n Gentile names. T,he fil!st breach weul.d be 

Gentile names, than custams, th.en pr~ctices:,, t -lian in-. . 

e.rea.s,ed e 0~:t-ac:ti, e~e. et.c.. )(e ar-e t ·old d:·n: 't!:i~ !lre>is~a,,n:ta 

that II A pr:Osel.yte wno, ~na:~ge:a b.!:s name· on aec;e14,nt o~ t,he 
' 

Genti:tes ;j_ij kosh:e!r .and t -~e sam~ 1,.a true pf a :te.ma:Le p:resa­

J:y<it.e ., .Apd a:11 t 1he b~l~s of div:o<Feemant wli1.e-~ 6:'Dl!le Z'rOill 

the c-.eun:briL.e s a! tae Gen t_11i a av.ea th.JlJ.J._gb tMeir name a a:Pe 
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11-ke 
th

e n-ames, of t 'he Gentiles are valid :th·asmuch a·s the 

names of Israelites ln fore lgn l ·ands are like the. nafues 

of tlia Gentiles.'' 15 The rabbis tbus c·on:side.red it ne·ces­

sary to state ex.pl lei tly that a proselyt.e was not to be ba.r­

red because of a name change, a nd tbat "bills of' d'i.-vorce­

ment f r>om foreign countries were. valid even tnoug;n th'e 

n·ame s contained ther::ein be Gentile n:ames. This is ju·st-

if led 011 t h e g rounds that it is the custom for Israel-

ites in forei gn lands to have Gentile names. Since 

sucl1 a st,atement w.as :necessar,y it i .s certainly a justifi­

abl e assumption that :native Israelites were forbidden such 

name changes . Such. an attitude was e ·ssential 1R ord.~r to 

preserve the identity o_r the Jewish people and to pre.vent 

them .from being assimilate·d ir,it0 t •he habits and pra,e tices 

of the Gentile . 

This 1s but one faeet ef tl'ie th0'tllg~t ,and leg1:al.ati-en 

of the Tanna!m on the aµbJeet 0r the Genti':tle:. Thus· far 

we have conside·red soine 0f the legis"lat.~o~ ·de·s·1:g:ned to 

maintain: the d1st1net,ivanes-a di' tilt~ Je.wil'eh ,gPeup arrd! ,t,o 

pr.ev:.e.nt 1 t ·f ro111 bacomiJ:ig id'Ol.a.trou;s, Qf' a1}])e&r1ng to sancm-ien 

1do1atry. NC>W let" us tu:r-:a. ·te a aeparate butit ~el~tee. · ¥1eld. 

T·i;le Tanna.1t1'c literature ev,:<ience 1s a cerr·ta:ln dJ,s·t~i:;rst ·et' 

the Qel);'tile in ap~as wb.e~e a ,mtst·a:~en trust m~l:i~ iie'Blil•l:i 

~ tlfl~ imp'r,'Q@'eJ· pa,rif ·0ma.n.e,e li1f tlil'8' J~ws el; oe'.rta..:iin 

c omIQandrgan:t,s ., l'Gr ex-aillple,, 1:~ a: Ge;n~•~e 1-s .l::lel·t-ev:e·a: fine~ 

· - ... as titthed: ~- .a Jew· a_o:bS' -¥n aeo,oPdabee he ·aa;~s · rt;-1::t~:tt, H.a ~-i ' · ' 
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With 
th

a.t belief, then, if it turns out that the Gentile 

spoke .falsely it Will have made it impossible for the Jew 

to perform the commandmet1t. 11 Ci ties of Palestine near 

the boundary should be more carefully watched 1n order 

1;.hat the Gentiles shall not come in in great numbers and 

spoil th.e -fruits of the seventh year. 11 16 Op, another 

example is 3 iven with t'ega.rd to the peri'ormance of the 

ceren1ony of ehali tza. 11 The ceremony o:f chalit,za. performed 

in the Beth Dih of Israel is valid,. but in the Beth Din of 

Gent iles it is void. iii th Gentiles t·hey force· him amd say 

to him, 'Do wha:t Mr. X told you 1· • 11 17 Or, we are -teld 

that in the case of testimony relating to family pur1t.y 

a man is generally believed, ·but II if he was a Gentile waa 

became a proselyte, or a servant :Who was .freed, n.:1'.s testi­

mony is invalid •. 11
' 18 Hel1'e again the conce,rn seems t ·e l;>e 

that the false action of the Gentile could eau,se the Je:w 

to •commi:t -a .sin or f~il to p·erform a m1t.czvah. The ,Jew 

could be mi•sled with regard to t/he fruit' o:t' 1lh.e ·:s ,event.li· 

' year, or by being falsel.y t .old that a valiGl. enail.itz~ had 

taken plao·e, or 'by a 'c;:tlj!J:g et>n t-:he t-:es'timany, ~P - ,1Gen"t1le in 

a e-ase of .fa:mily pur•ity we.ere· -t·he Gentil".e n:ad testii'led 

f'alse·ly. 

A :number of etne,r pa.,ssagef~ s·e·~m tQ Ent:t\>'st:ant_4,a:te f /lilis 

· 11 Ufe wrlio g-~1:ndJJ neaD ~ pea ~ant e:F ne'ar ,a p01:nt of ;v;lew ! u• 

S.ama.~ita.n dGes n<,>"t n'a~e to be suspicious of them 0e0raus:a 

1 _ . ,t .. 'itiuaI,) b1llt he wrltG ,grj;n&;s ne·ar a ~.nt1le 
of u,nelea-nl.1,.1"1888 '"' ' C • i 

I 
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must suspect~~- f i 

lJ;.L.,UJ o r tual unc leanl ine s a. 11 19 
II A I n sraelite shall t • · no · say to a. Gentile 0r a 

samari tan °r to, anyone Who is no·t be•lieved concerning _the 

tithes, 'Take two hundrEid ·zuz and. v1e l gh it ou t fo.r me 

i' rom the storehouse 1 
, but r·a.. t her he should say t .0 him, 

' ii:x~ .uvt u1.e. f rom the obliga tion of the storehous e'.'1 20 

As 9 l !1 we .s e0 tr,a t the Ge·t1tile is not tru s t ~d •w it.h rat:5a,fci 

t o matters of .rl tual cleanliness or With regard to tithes. 

Ne ither 1s he to be permitted t .o give the he•ave­

of.f er in.5. And, Should he disregard th1.s .maxim and offer 

t he l1eave--offerin3 ndtwithstanding, then that hea.vl3-o:ffe:ri:n~ 

i s not valid. The Gentile is e;~pu:ped with a deaf-mut,8 

an imbecile and a minor, all of whom, are feF:bi.dd.,en to s i,ve 

the he·ave-offering. 21 This is ma.de even: mor,-e e~pli.cit in 

the following passage: 11 A Ge-nt,1le w.ho gives the hea.v:e:­

or~fering from that whic•h belongs t0 an I ,sra~l1t·e even :w.ftl'-l 

the permission of t .ha Israel it~, his b.ea:ve-offe.ri,ng is n,ot 

II valid ....•••• 22 H.oweve!I', a .d1ssent.1ng op,1!!1en is g1•ve~_ 

in tae same passage ~:,hen }iabbi _I.saac says, li A Gent'ile wno 

offers the neave-offer'-ng fr~m that Whic•h bel.~Rgs 'ta a•n 

Israelite, and the o:w.ne,rs fulfill the c.0,!lll]l·a,ndmenlt ~hro\!l,gb. 

his aa'E.ds, n1.s nea,v·e-off.eri~g ts, v;al:1d" • 2J 

. ... :not a.J.l tf . the s.1st,n1s"t or tne· G&~t1ie was E{oweve ... , ;~... , 

P~~.diea.ted o:n t ,b.~ tear 10:f Q;~ ...maikil_1ts iit jjip.o'ssi.ole fe,r, Jews 

t
' _ ~ ....., ;,. ""e ,. ,,. .... .,,anG1J1e;•;1:\i,S',. $,hEJF.e· wa,s S·lso ttl:ie ,Si-llli).l'' 

0 per .1.. o,... ... '" ~. "''"'~ "~ -
. , .., . h,.,

0
.,.. ame gr81:1i l;LaS. $er an:0t>b,-a~ ~he:a t~e t,wo 

ll.8.1 V8 d.1B;°t;;N,S :~ W ~ u ; . 

I 
' ' 

I 

I I 
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e;r0ups are not too well 

ac,quaintea., and parrticularly When 
the m1nGr1 ty rzroup ha . 

o · s come to have very real f-ears 0f the 

dominant ilia jori ty sroup. For> example, we a.re told that the 

poor of the Samaritans are deemed equal to the p'oo,r ef 

Israel, but that u11a.er n0 circumstances or condi t1ei.1s are 

the poor among the Gentiles to be bel-ieved. 24 

It was constantly feared, that if not carefully guard­

ed, the Gentile would do something to ca,use the Jew to 

becorne in some way i dol.atrcus. 'ibis was particularly- true 

concerning wine handled or even merely touched by a 

Gentile. come of t.110 p~ssaees cited earlier ip ahotha~ 

conne ction testify to this point. But it i •s very c,lea.t,1.y 

stated in a , 1,{ishnaic pa·es·age a.s f0llows: 11 If a•n I 'st-aeiJ-1 t ·e 

prepared th.e· wine of a Gentile { f 1 fJ•~l:l f Pli ) i~ oend,it,1ons 

of cleanness and left 1 t in the Gentile 1 s' ke·eping in a 

house open to the public d'bmain, i:f there were bot~ Genti:Le,s 

and Israelites 1:n the •ei ty, th~ wine is -permi·tted. 11 ( Tn.e­

presumption being that, as long as the win~ is !n. a. R1¾bllic 

place and t .he're are both. Jew:s and Gent,.fleis pre.sent, the 

c-entila will pe ~nable secre,tly: t .o eontam:1na.te the 'Wlne. ·) 

"But if therE=J were onu.iy 0erltl11e .. s, · 11t·- lis ~orbiid<filen: 11nihe1s1J 

h.e 1-~ft tbesre a g1:ta.r,d'i an ; tfie gti.a~·la.~ l!l:8'.8!! n111t S·!:~ a~111 

·anti ke·E:tp wa t,e~, eve~-.±t 'he ~~e·s d:n a.nd 011:.t "t.he' \~Ul:e 1 a 

,erm,itte'd.. R.. S:imel:>ft b .• Elfez9r· ssys:- ·1t· t,s.'- 'S:-11 •ohe :w,ma~ 
, • .;i , "" It , me .a;1 ~ :i .... .... 1,, .a , ,_ 

·s f>eve~ k,J,na was tile ~ ti'!:J:.e ,s {;1/ema,..,n. . ' ';> c:1a1:&.1111':lt..., ........ ., ; m'lol. ...... 

Wh,ieh M4 be,i n mfl:-lteill b,X a. ~n:tt'ie •iii~ 1!Je· u,an ~, lit ,a 
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Jew watched i1im do the actual milki·ng. 26 

The fear of contam1nat10~ 
..... wa,s. an ever-p·resent, fear. 

No matter how 
great the danger Jews were forbidden to ttl•:t'la 

over eveh one of their number to tp.e Gentiles. It wa.s fear 

of contamination and fear of actual physical danger that 

motivated such a custom. 11 " t if 1 · .oo ,. oo ,. Genti es sa1a t0 

roany women, Give us f one r ·om among you that we may defile 

her, and if n ot, we will defile you all, let them defile 

them all, but 1et them not betray to the{ll one so.ul from 

Israel. 
11

27 Not even one soul may be d~liberately s:a-cri-

f iced to t he Gentiles . Tl1e risk was too gre{lt even ~hoµgh 

it was f or the purpose of saving the e·ntire ,group. 

The fear of contamination existed e·ven Wi:th raga-rd t6 

the int-ermingling of animals! 11 Do not put_ an a:n:itmal 1:n 

the stables of Gentiles, even males With males or fe~ales 

with female.a ••• .•• and it g.oes :with0ut saymg males w1~b. 
-

:females or f emales with ·males. Do net turn ov:er an an1ma::1 

into their pasture. Do not tu.r1;1 over a child t e them ta 

tea.ch him, and th~ .nursema,id,s will tea·cl'! him and, l:re w1IJ. 

'be alone w1 th tnem. 11 28 

Th1,s fear of poi;s.1b.le eon:tam,1-nat1.em w:a.s' eonn:ecf.eii with 

the f el3.r that there w~.s a.ctua.1 ·dane;eF conn.ec,ted with 'teo, 

muc.h con'tact witl:i. t ibia Genti,le1. 'l'he .J.e.w wa,s a~o,Wl.slaed t.ba;t;, 

1 .:i., • . .. . .,,,,..,,, ,8 'to allow th:~ Gent·ile ta 1:ie R1,rt. in:t0 a po-•t w.as, u.af!lge,..,. ........ 

1,;;j ,,.·s·e t,h:e £ew bod.11:, man. u Ir a s-1 t:1 oi:il wlie~e l:,le. e eu ~ ea ... -: · ' · 

- t ""~ a,. ~.,,:t,ila be must l,aQ'.lt ln:b:o t ·hs J,ew 1:1a. a h<i.s bl&IF 01:1 ...,11 - ,..,. -

I 

l 
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mi~ror------ by a Bamar1 ½an. he 

i; • d0e-sn It have to l .ook 1n 
the mirror." 2.9 r·n othe· .., ...,;, . 

· .. WO.i.-us, the Jew must v,atch 1n 

order to be sure t'nat while 1. 
cutt ng his hair the ~nt1le . . 

aoes not also do him boa"ily h 
arm p·erhaps ev-en ~11ling, him 

in t he process . I,'.e are sin1ilarly admonished that II An 

Isre,elite. may circumcize a Gentile in order to make him a 

proselyte, but a Gentile tnay not circumcize an lsraalite 

bec a.use p[ danEer to life ac cording to Rabbi t4e1r . The 

sa5es say, A nochri may circumcize an I ·sraelite in the 

prsserice of others, but alone 1 t is pro bi bi ted because we - -
are afraid of d~nger to life. 11 30 Here th.a reason 1s 

spec 1.f ically and unhe s i ta.tingly g i van as II because of dan­

gs r to life
11

• The Jew was afraid t .bat, given the op:portu­

r.i ties mentioned a.bove, the Gentile would hot hes1 tate to 

use them i'or the purpose of ki'lling h~. 

Thus it is seen that the Gentile is viewed .as an ev;e.r,.. 

pr.esent da.nger to the physical well-betng of the Jew. The' 

Jew mu st o ons~tantly be on his e,uard ev·em to the e-xte.at et 

watch.1ng his b.arb.er t0 make s1:1p,e tha.t h~ , d'0es no·:t slit h!.~ 

throat whil-e seemingly trimm:1,ng pis bea;rd.. Ho:w.ever., t .he· 

f ea;r of the J"ew was· not confiµet;l. to the ine.fvidl;J,al. Ge:n'll.d.l.e 

who might 08 i:n a ]l·os-itiioa to '0:0 ai.111. harm. ,~h:e J:ew c-a-m.e 
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or armour, nor may you sna.r·p·e-.n Wea.pens for taem. 
.And you 

must not sell them the bl 
· ock or f6ot~hains, or cbains oi' 

iron, nor books tephilin 0r· mezuz"'th 
v whether gentile or 

samari tan. '1 31 

Not only was the Jew forbidden to sell the Gentile 

armament a of war, bl:lt he was per1n1:ttecii. to violate the lawj! 

of the .Sabbath 1n order to _protect himself from them. 

Among t. be case-s for wh1ch a Jew may desecra.te the .5abll>ath 

are i n cluded the situations where a city is surrounded by 

Gentiles or an individual 1s being pur$ued by Gentiles. 32 

Th_e threa.t of an att.ack by Gentiles or the pursuit of a 

GBntile is a sufficient cause for v1o1ating tla.e 1'und.~:ment·al 

co.mma.ndment of observin.g the -8.abbath. 

Then, there were certa,in practical, ,e.<.5n.side.ta:t10ns 

which prompted separatisti,c legislation by: the 'l'an.n~im~ 

There were many technical law's and restr1ctd.ons g:ev~:l't:ni,a~ 

t .he 1 tem,s which a Jew mign.t or mi_e;-ht not se-11 to a Gen.ti'i1.l'.e. 

The general principl.e was t .ha t a· Jew· might not .sell. somf• 

t,h1ng forbidden to him to a Gentile ,beeau,,s:a the ®n:tiile. 

might th.en t.urn around and .sell it to ,an-etheir Je,w. 11·0:n-e 

may take egg-:S from any place w-1tlll.out inqUJir,1~ int.o wt;ietl;ler 

"I 
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back certain products Wh1c.h were Unfit for Jewish use • 
• 

This 1s specifically stated as f ·ollows: 11 

flesh Which is Unfit f 
They do· not sell 

or use to a Gentile because he might. 

turn around and feed them to an I 11 ·4 
sraelii;,e, ••• 3 

Jews were prohibited from making agreements 1n cer­

tain other practie.al a1•eas. For example, 1n order te make 

an erub for the Sal;>bath, an ae;ree.ment must be made amo;ng 

all the inhabitants of a specific courtyard. The ·questi·on 

arose, tCould an erub be made if one of the inhabitants of 

the courtyard was a Gentile? The following two ,passages 

give us the answer. 11 rr a man lived in the same court ... 

yard '/Ii th a Gent.1le or v11 th one who does .not admit the law­

.fulne s.s of an erub, this r .estricts him f'rom tb.e -qse of 

the courtyard. R. Eliezer b. Jacob says: He can never 

suffer restriction unless it is two Israelite.a who restrict 

each other." 35 11 If a man left his house and went to keep 

the Sabbath in anotb...1;1r town,. whet.her he WlfS a. Gentile or 

an Israeii ta, •his house rest•r1cts the other oc•Cl:lpants of 

-t,he co1,2rt·yard '( 1n \h~t no e:rub ha.a been mlid.e Wlth l'.11111 .a~d. 

he may return on the Sabbath to ,oecUP.Y it) .• R. Judah says 

1 t R. Jo se sa_ vs, a Gentille r ·e,st,.riets it does not restr e. .,. 

·t res,. ,ric,t s-1;1'.lo·e i t is net. tb.~ but an. Israellte d.aes no '" -

t turn oil the Sabbaith,. 11 3:6 oust0m ef an I:.sr>aelite ' 0 're , · ' 

Thu.s,, t~ s,1mma·rize br,fef.ly t w,e h.av:e ee·en. tl!re p,e,nehan:t 

r,emain a 41sttilct· gralll'f•• ~·1.t.w;ou:t 'Si vi-n,g way ef the Jf3W t.e 

b :v: the i.do,laib.r..t.e a o! i,:t a n:e lg}:Ibei-e • to er being. tempti,ed "1 
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'l'o achieve this end th J · 
· · e e.w a·v01ded too :muc·h general 

c ont·a.ct w1 th the Gentile. He feared contamlnat,ion; he 

feared actual Physical ha.rm; he distrusted the Ge,ntile 

and was afraid that the Gentile might cause him to cemmit. 

a sin or refrain from performing a positive com.mandm.ent. 

There were also certain practical restrictions stemming 

fr:•om the fact that the Gentile could not be counted up.ol!l. 

to observe the same ritual commandments tha·t the J~ws were 

commanded to keep. The basic reason for this separatism 

i s very clear and simple. The Jewish people was proud Qf 

its faith and its neritage. It desired to maintain its 

distinctive character and to withstand being e.ngulfed by 

its neighbors who happened to be in the majority. They 

therefore set up obstacles to assimilation. and in'tegrat·ion. 

They had no desire to be assimil~ted. no wish t<ll bec&l1l8 

Gentiles. This is perhaps most clearly stated by Rabbi 

Judah who. enumeraie·d th.ree qenedic:tions wh-ich s·hould ~e 

rec 1 ted daily by each. Jew . Included among the taree. 

b d ti is 1tB:1"8'..S88'ci a:-rt Thell O 'GOd Wl:iG ha.st nE>t en.e ·· ic ons , -.,i:; -

made me a Gen.tile" • 37 

I 
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c HAPTER TlfO 

THE GENTILE I N RELATION TO J'EdISH 

LAW AND THE PERFORMI NG OF COMMANDMENTS 



Cb'.apter T.w'o 

In the first cr,iapter we have 

of Tannaitic legi·slation designed 
c ons·1d'ered var-101.tS" as.p.e.ct s 

f0'-r or leading te the 

separation of the Jew from the Gentile. 
However, this wa.a 

n.ot the OI1ly area of co t th 
ncern b e Jewish people living 

in, Tannaitic times. 
They were faced with many eve•ryday 

problems eva11 more p·ractioal t .han those previousl'y enum:er­

ated. Je,.,.s were forbidden to lend m.oney on 1.n'.terest. 

did t h is law aff ect the Gentiles? The la-w·s of the, Sa.b·ba~b 

were very strict and were not to be violated. The questib·i:J. 

the n 1nev1 tably arose, Is 1 t permissible for a Ge~tile to 

violate the .3abba.th unde·r the ·1nstructions of a Jew? or, 

is a Ge-ntile too obligated to observe the command.ment of.' 

keeping the 3abbath? 

These a .re ·e'Xamples of the ~i tua tiona which. were con­

tinuall-y cropp·ing up a.µr:1:ng ·the ;per'1od-s in Whica the Mish-

' ' nan and Tosephta· were be.fng w.ritt.en. They 'Were pr0'blems· 

whic'h could net be discarded in the· emokey· haze ot· l§3ga,l 

generalities, E;Or eou'lGi the.y: be so'lved by the' meghallliicfall 

appl1ca·t1·on of ftx ed fu·J!es or e.Jr!·egetie p,r1rtc1:i;l"ea,. T.he;y 

'had to 08 •nand'led by t "he rabb1,s as t ·hey a~oa~ ·a:Rd t\he7 had 

te b.e €1!e.c~e:ed in· iaccordan:_cre w1. th th.e spf.~it et •.ly4a1•elll a:s 

ltell as tlie' si)i)'i~it 1o'f -the t;~es. 'Plie .l!ieh~\J,'aJ. joai,t':1.l'en ·0~ 

1x1ie !l'anna:'4.~tte. -l ,! te.rature ·an t :lil,:1:;s mat·t/er ee..-ems 'fio ie ·-t~ 

t ~he Ge\l'it1Jte s are aot o'b'lf•e;at:~a; ,f,~ pe .. :ti'on t-h• ·r!¼t$~ 

C l\lmma;ndmein:t; e S'n,( ·o:b·iezr~anc-e,s a•mamte:-a ·tilt '-tlie Vt••~ :.SU:&,. 
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although a Gentile 1s per mit ted t o viol ate 

the commandments , he may not d o so at the specific direct i on of t he Jew for the benef i t of the J ew . Thi 
s seems to be tbe ru le of thumb although except i ons do exi st. 

" I f a Gentile came to put out t he 
fire , t hey may not say to him , ' put it out' or ' a o not put i t out' oince they 

are not answerab le f or hi s keepi ng the Sabbat h". 1 Here 
t he attitude seems to be 

compl ete irr e sponsibilit y on t he - -pa r t of t he Jews f or t he ac t ions of othe~a . Thei r s l s not 
t he respons ibilit y to s ee that the Gent ile does n ot violata 
the Sabba th . Hence he does not have to say to him., 11 Do not 
put i t out" . On the other hand , neither s houl d he be t h-a 
one t o cau se the Gent i l e to violate the Sabbath and benefit 
therefrom . The r ef ore he i s not permit t ed to urge t he 
Gent ile to put out t he f ire . 

The same princ i ple i s point ed up 1n the example of a 
t raval er traveling on Sabbath Eve . If the Sabbath a r r ives 
While he is s till on hi s journey, then he s hould give his 
purse to a Gentile , and i f there i s no Gentile with hill 
then he s hould place it on his ass. 2 The Jew is respon­
s ible f or his beast' s observing the Sabbath; he 1s not, 
however, r e sponsible for the Gentile's keeping it. There-
fore he should first try to give it to a Gentile, and then 
only if there 1s no Gentile pre sent should he put his purae 
on his a.as. The parallel passage 1n the Toaephta adda a 
remark of Rabbi Sbiaoa th.at he should only give 1t to a 

I 
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Gent1l.e wr10m he kn.ow·s, 'I-. t 1 ,uu, f he giives it to .a G~:m:tile 
whom he doe sn·• t know, h 

:e sh0ul:d follew af't;,er hilil unt,il he 

reaches his h0me . 3 

Although the Jew is not r,espon·s- ible f"' ."" h ' ..... t e Genti l e .a 

keeping the .Sabbath, 'b.e may n.ot ben-efit from a vi0lat1on 

of tne Sabbath expressly done for his benefit . If a 

Ge·nt1le performed cert/3.in aets ncit permitt ed on thEil Sabbatb, 

and a Jew happened t0 benef1t·~- t ·heref.r0m , it is ' pe.rm1t'ted . 
. . 

t'i'hat is forbidden is for the Jew deliberately to cemmis­

sion a Gentile to do fer him what he h1.mse l f is forbia.de·:a 

to do. This 1s expressly prohibi ted as the feliow1ng 

passages attest .• 

11 If b0th Israelites and Gentiles live iln a ci:ty, and 

in it was a bathhouse wh1el::lwas ~pen and. heBl:tea f 'er math.1>ng, 

on the Sapbath, if most of the people of th·e city w~re 

Gentiles, an Israelite may bathe ther.e at 0Bce attar the 

elese of the sabbath. But if mG>st ·of them were J:spael::1te,s 

he mu·at wait time en0ugh f Qr waiter ta ~e heated. I :f t'be.y 

w·ere equal he must, wa,1 t t1m.e anougb fG>r the water to Q-e 

heated . R. Juda,h says : If it w~s ,a small :eatnno,,tse and 

,;:r,,. "11e ,,..f· h~·-.cr. h e.s·tate • an :I s'.raeil i :te may thane wa.s s0me ~l'l.'.. · · "' -"'r., , 

waeh theTe1.n a,;t a.»ee . 11 4 In ottiie,r w.0(:rds·, it' it.he m~or1:ty 

·.- ~ .,;i -8 were oant-111:e, tra,e.n it ea.n 'be as(~umed that Qf the p.eoip~ '''-

. - "'·• ... ~ W"S he:a1:t.ed 0n t~e Sa:bbaf:h. d:a;y w,a;s, ·t[e-a:t,ed t ·m.e water W •u:&.\i>l'l' .... 
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Sabbath. 

If' however' most of the inhabitants were Jews, 

any water that is hot at the con,.,.lus1on of the 
"' .3abl:>ath must 

have been heated on t he eo~ 
~bbatn for Jews. Therefore th~y 

maiy not use it but must wait and us.a he t water which was 

heated after the Sabbath. 

ti 
If a Gehtile bro·ught the flutes on •the Sabbath, an 

Isr·a alite may not play dirges on them unle.ss the.y had 

bee n brought from nearby (within tl:l.e Sabbat'b. limit). If 

a coff in had been made on the Sabbath for a Gentile and a 

g rave du g for him, an I.srae.lite may be buried t ,here1:n; but 

if it t1ad been prepax,ed :f'0r an ls.J?aelite, n0 Israelite may 

ever b e buried: th.er-~in. 11 5 Here again the pri-n.cipxe is the 

same. 'The Israelite may not use that which has be·en pre­

pared for him on the Sabbath~ In o,rdar ev,~n to make use-

ef a flute brought by a Gentile on the 5abba-t"ti it is 

necess ary that the flute be :O.oli>u.g .ht fra>m w.ith1n the. Sabbath 

limit. If the Gentile had t:ransg.Fesaed the Sa:lfl:>a.th 11m-1t;a 

in order t,o bring th.e flute, that flute ma1 not pa used_ by. 

Jews. 

11 If' he ( a oe~t1le ~ f :113.:ed '1:l..P {a: °t)roll:$b:) wf tb. wa:te~ 

1-n. oro:er t,·o water hts l;l& t tl:e, a,i,. Jew ·may f'0l.)lo~ ~;f'te'r li:lil 

an.ct wate.r his <:ra:ttie. 'B1:t•t tl' he, filled up t '.b;,e tD.ou.gh :te,r 

,,. "•t' then 1 t is ito~bi<lden. rr a the s-a:ke of the Is·;ra.e~~ · 8 • - · 

~ d ...... 88 ..... oroe~ tc, feed lii:Js c:a.tt11.e, a J:ew 
Ge:m._t ,:11~ 5atlleira · g,...... · '"~ 

, l. hi'll ana feed his ~at:t.'le. Ji3t\t 1-t" 11• 
;may Jolili8W 4~~$~ - · · 

:fc,i' 'tne aaate oif :t.be :i&li'ael.Ut , t.h•rx ~t 
gat-1.ie:t!ed the g.I!&&s · · 
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is forbidden. Under What c1reu.msta.nc.es d'O these rules 

apply? They appl,y w1 th r~ga.l'e. to ~ Ge;ritile wall> is not 
• 

an acquaintance of the Jew, but 1.h the c§l.s~ ef a Qezati.1-e 

tr.'ho is an acquaintance of the Jew 1 t is .prohibited.. It 

is 1s prohibited because it Will be·eome a aab1t a.ng. b,e will 

do the same thing with him on anot.her .Sabb.~th, and aJ..l 

tb.ings done by an Israelite whether una.voidabie or ururnow­

ing ly ·or deliberately or by mistake are fG>rbidden. 11 6 Tb.e 

interesting point here i ·s that the a,rran.gement which is 

permissible with .a Gent-ile who is a stra·nger 1s forb-idde-n . 

with a Gentile 'Wh.o is an acquaintance.. The Gentile aequaA.-11-

tance will come t9 realiz-~ that his Jewish neighbar ca.r;mot' 

pour the .i,..rater or gather the g.ra-ss on t ,'he Sa-bbath. ,So, lt 

is quite coneeivab1e that :qe w11i com~ t>o b:{!.·b.11::ually El.-o 
. 

t ·hese things for his .Jewish ne1g~bor even a.t ti:.Dt.e.s whe:n 

h.e might not have. done them f'o,r hiJQself ._ Tk1u1a., per..ha.j?.s 

unconsc 101,1s ly- he will be v-1ola t ·ing t,l;re -~bba th on- acoe\i;nt 

o.f ,hi_s, ~ew,1.sh ne 1ghb:or. 

A :para.lle·l ~s-sage from tl!le •Mishp:a.p s.ta.tes tche s~ID.e 

l a .,,..:i ar' "'," 8 s an exT,\11.c it example o:f 1 ts pe.in,g. ])r'i-IlC•i..J;'.> . 8 ••LIL oJ.e•• .I:' 
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prohibited. 
If a Gentile makes a bridge hi ht d on w c o ea-cend (from a Ship) then an Israelite may foll~w after him. 

But i f he made 1t for the sake of the Israelite, then it 
is prohibited . It i s related that Rabban Gamaliel and the • 

Elders were arriving on a ship and a Gentile made a bridge 
on Which to desc end, and Rabban Gamaliel and the Elders 
descended upon it11 • 7 

Or, another example , 11 0ne does not send letters by a 
Gentile messenge r on t he eve of the Sabbath, but it 1s 
permiss ible on ~i'ed21esday or Thursday . It was said concerning 
Joseph the Prie st that not hing in bis handwriting was ever 
found in the hand of a Gent ile. 11 8 Here aga in t he principle 
1£ t hat a Jew may not , by his own action, and for bis own 
benefit , cause a Gentile to violate t he Sabbath. ~he Jew 
~ay benefit by t he Gentile's violating tbe Sabbath as was 
the case with Rabban Gamaliel when he descended from a ship 
on a bridge made by a Gentile , but not i f the action was 
performed specifically for him. 

Let us turn our attention for a moment to the a rea 
of legislation re.gulating the conduct of the Jew with 

the l ending of money on interest. A -rew 1s not 
regard to 

to lend money t o other Jews on interest. permitted But he 
or to borrow money from Gentiles 

i s allowed to lend money 

on interest. 18 a Jew permitted to turn over his Neither 

order that th~ Gentile lend 1t out money to a Gentile in 

lit& who says tor a Gentile, 'Take on interest. An Israe 



your oomm1ss1on and go out ana lend ~-' 
rn.y m.one•y on ,4J"te'1'ea:tri 1 , 

this 1s forb1dde~ 
,L£. But if a Gentile said to a Jew; '1:ake 

your commission ~nd go out and. lend .... y money ..,. ... on µiterest' , 

this te·c hnic·ally would be permi ttea but it ls forbid:de1a 

because it could be n1isin.terpreted.'1 9· In other wo·rds, 

te-c hnically, a Je,1 could become the agent of a Ge·ntf1e a:nd 

lend out the Gentile's money on interest. He -would not b,Ef 

vi ,J lating the law against t ·he taking of interest b"ecause 

the :noney is not h1s own. Ho1'1ever, this might not be 

public kno•111.edge. Someone might think that he was lending 

his own money on interest. Therefore even the lending of 

a Gentile's money on lnte.rest is :forbidd'eh. 

"The mo.ney of an Israelit-e which is he·ld by a Genti] __ a 

as security may be lent out on interest. But the m.oney of 

a Gentile held by an Israell te as secur1 ty may not be· lent. 

out on interest. This 1s the gette·ral princ'iple on these· 

matters'•: E·verything that is 1n •the posses-sion of a:n rar-ae:1-

ite 1s prohibited (t·o le,n.d on 1n·terest} and: everyth'ing t .nat 

is in the p'.osse·ssi0n of a , Gentile is pe·rmi ttad (to lenq · 

0 n int~res·t ) .• " 10 ,ijere the .genera-1 rule o.f thumb 1s-

elea.rly -~~e!Bsed. A aera-t:11'8 ,may ie'mi bi's. l!loney, ,on in:trerest; 

".An rsrae.lJ.te, i'S i:io,t ailowe~ te b,errg,w :fer If. Jew m~y n·o·:t. 
~ s<eJ:·a, tlut e; Gentile· t-a ,pet'.nl'itted ta a s ~exel or lend L,or a 

. :i ... lend for a '&SU.~. u ll oo'P'.rew· .f cr,r a shelte.L Q,.,,, 

"'" _ e,:1;1e ef a ,J;ew W'J:l.Cij b'e.co111:es ·t .he Btdliil!Ln,1'atr--a-Or a$a.fll., :t u.e e: -
f a oe~t!l.e :111 di;scu&'s.ed>,. -,a ~rre t Gra, 

1:,8 r '!I>-1. ;t1:i.e e s·:t;a:i;,e• 1i> 
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"An Israelite Who becem.es a a,.· ' a"'-:11.a·n 
o,.. .1.1:1. or an admini,strator 

for· a Gentile it 1 
, · s permitted to borrow fro.II! hizn om 

interest. ·But if 
a Gentile becomes a guardian or an 

administrator for an Israelite it 1s prohit>1ted to borrow 

from him at interest. A I 1 n srae fte may borrow from a 

Gentile and a Gentile may bo·rrow from an Isr,a.eli te ••• 11 12 

Let \JS consi_der one final passage on this matter wh1cla 

is Of' interest II A flock may t b ... · · · • no . e accepted -from an 

Isra elite on ' iron' term-a since that counts a·s usury , but 

1 t may be accepted from a :CJentile. Money may be borrewe·d 

from Ge-ntiles on usury and lent to them on usury, and the 

S1;!.me appl.ies to a ~a.sident alien (b\lt not if it was money 

which the Cfflntile had bo.rrowed from an Israelite even with 

the knowledge of the Israelite. )'1 13 

Here we see that the important thing is the ownersh:1p 

of the money. It matt~rs not w.h~t·her the actua·l 1e:Q.der, 

tba,t is the .person who actually b.andl.es the mect:ianic:~ 

of making the loan, is a Jfiw or a ,Gell:tile. As ·long. a .a the 

money 1-S not t _he property, of .a Jew 1 t ma,y be lent .out en 

interest by a Jew to a Ge:ntile. ,'thl·s, eeem,1ngly eoi:i:t,radiets 

Prev"•ously· cfitied Which st ates that ~f a Genti11e the pa.sfiage • 

ta lend out ti_is mohey om 1-.nter'e -st 1 t is, cemm1s:si0n's a Jew 

- , . ..t m.lahit be m'1sin'te,r.l91;"e't,ed .al thGugn, 
f orbidcie11 ~acaus~ .... ,i;;; • 

:.tt ,II S' pel,'lll_tS•$ibl!e•. tee•hnicallY 1.1. ~ · 

sttotle d:if:fe:refic:,e. 
rr a iJie~ 1_8 , .t~e adm~is,t:r.atior o:t a.a 

~- tbs~ in all l~Kelinood it: 1li t~ s; GEJ.nt'i.i.e:., ,0ts"tat,a 1:>~0n:g · g · · 
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would be Public knowle.dge. 

danger that people Will 
Hence t ·kere is very little 

thi~ that he Jew is lending his 
own money at interest. 

They all know ·that '"','e 1s. ' 'L admfnist.er-
ing tl1e estate of a Gentile. 

HOWE:lver, a private arrangement 

Gentile is not common knowledge. It 
between a Je-w and a 

is a priv~te business arrangement It. is -. • ther.ef0re very 
li1{ely that the outsider might think the Jew·· was lending 

his o.wn money at interest and violating the prohibition. 

Ren ee t his restric tion 1s "iven because of the o possibility 

of mi s interpretation. The rest i ti • r c · on against borr·owing 

oir l end ing mone.y on 1:r:iterest applies o:r:ily b,etween Jew and 

Jew. Jews may borrow money from or lend money to Gentiles 

on an interest basis. 
" 

A similar principle applies with regard to the use of 

ham.etz after .Passaver. Acc0rding to the halaohah a Jew 

is pe r mitted neither to use nor to deI'ive bei;iefit f .rom 

any hametz which remains 1n his ;Possession <luring Pa.ssov:er. 

The p,rohibi tion applies also te aft:er Pass.(i)ver. Now, wna"tt 
. 

would happen if, b:efore P&.ssove,r, ·a. J~w p9·rrowed mo~ey :from 

a Gentile and left with b1m 4ameti~ as securit,y? A:fter 

Pass·over w~em the .Jew ~y:s hits G!,ebt aind receives his 

security (the aa:met-z), is he 
' 

J,i>8TID'1 t:ted ta '\:l,J38 it? it If 

Genti.le l.e.JJ,t s omet nil.n:g tp an 111ra:el3;te an ,tae sec-urtty 

a 

-o.r 

his b:a:lllet.z, ·:i,,t 18 allowed t ,o :&,e,,riVie benetit i'rlil11. it ai'iei, 
' 

oally eauil.d 

(rt was 111 ttie ae,n,tJ,le's p'Osaess:1eil".'&nii "teclmt­

" .,..,.,.rr ·ereil ae tel!on.giJ.ng :t,o b ·;tm. Unt:'1.J.. the 
1:)8 e ().u,co,.&:U: 
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Jew paid his loan it Ma· s 

.. 111 f ·act 
property of the Gentile.) 

a..s we 11 as an tfie ory th~ 

thing to a Gentile on th.a 
secu:ri ty of. h1s 

But if anc I :srael ite 1 t en aome-

hametz, it 1s 
rorbidden t0 derive b 

errefit from it after Passover." 14 
(Because the hametz 

wa:s in the Jew's possession having 
be,en left 

time that 

th.ere as security by the Gentile• Until the 

the Gentile paid his lean the hamet;z was the 

property of the Jew• !1enc·e he may not benefit fr.om it after 

.Passover.} 

It is specifically the ~ametz r;,f ai:i Israelite f I"om 

Which it is forbidden to derive benefit after Pas.s 0 v.er. 

The reason as g iven in the Mishnah.15 is beeaiuse af tae 

sta.tement of Scripture, " Unleavened. bread shall t,e E!aten 

throughout the seven days·; and the.re shall. be no lea;ve·I,1eci 

bre·ad be seen wi,tb tb.e.e, neither .shall there 'be leav:eR be 

seen w1 th t -hee in all thy. b@rders. 11 l6 Since the B~blic,a:l 

cemmanc! s:p>ecific~lly states 11 wl th thee" tlae I.aw 1s literally 

interpreted, fl'o ref.er enly te the h.a.m~tz of a.,n larae"l .1 ta. a:nd 
·' 

n:ot te tb:e h~met.z of a ·Gent~le. Tbe ciec1d'1n$' ·fa.etoz:, in 

cloabti'ul eases 1,s. the 1:1,ctual pass:,assion and <!>W·l!le.t'slli~p a~ / 
. . .,.,,-

t . he nam.e,tz. Ha.n:rat,z . 9w~ea oy a .Qent,1le r ,s, p8FllliSS1ble to 

a .Jew, aftar J:tas,se;yef; hame.itz swne,d ey a Je:w is pr,on!e1tea:. 

'Dh'a:rei a'l'!'e l:JIGJ either o:omma:naments whi.ah illa:y b.e at',t .eete.d! 

Fer· examp:Le , 11 l::fl a Gentile 

.. 1· .. :..i8 to 'ln.N~&,re .fi;1!P- b:lm, it i'a 
84¥.e. a:suga t]> an. ~<ra~ ... " , ., 

uteJ11pt .from the diel:lg)l-o.,Uer·$Dg.. 
]f h.e ga-v;e it to hh aa a 
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gift a:nd it was g'iven b . 
afore it was rolled 

liable t. If' .after it was flolled 
out, it 1s It e, 

man prepared his dough tagether 
With the dough belon·ging 

to a Gentile, ana the portion b 1 · e ·ong1ne; to tae ia,raeli.te 
• \'las less than the measure liable 

exempt from dou•gh- offer1ng·. 11 l? 
to doue;h- o:fferiag , 1 t 1s 

The dough-offering w&s 
required only of the Israelite O 1 if • n y · · 1 t wa:s u sea. by· a 

Jew did it require the traditional offer.ing. 

Just as the Jew 1s not responsible to give a doue;n­

offerL11g for dough used by Gentiles, nei'ther is he· respo:n.-­

sible for ti thine; that whic.h belong1:1 to the Gentile . 11 If 

.a man leas·ed a field from. an Israelite, a Gen'tile, ·e-r a 

Samaritan, he mu.st div·ide the produce ii:i their prese,acre. 11 18 

He 1 s re spon·s1ble only for t.1 thing his share ree;ardle ss 

froIIt whom he leased the field. Or, 11 He who receives or 

leases a field from a Gen,tile, tithes aRd. givE;is te him., 

I h . . t 
Rab:b 1 Shimon ben Gamaliel said, f t e Gentile doesn t de-

sire te tithe, tlaen they divide. a:nd he give.a him 'his 1n. his 

u 19 1.-:-·<>_s.111uch a.s a Gen.til-e is nQt obligate® t 'O p;resenee. . i·-

ti the,. a :J'e·w cannet base hls, ae,t1.011s on :the assum]>,tion ·that 

the Ge•fitile has tlt~ed. ·Tnat l .1·,s, _if he bo1;1,ght a field 'fr<1>m 

d the Gentile states taat he has tithea, the a ~n t,,ile , an, 

~,. ~-he b.ecsal.lse '81 Gent.tle :i.s' ne·t b'el:1ie-ve:a 
Je.w m1itBt still .u..;L '- -

, ~'lt"-·ed ·a:o ia:f.s .is tib~ cas·e becau$e if 
Wh&n, ae sa·y s lie ij,a,s i..i. •~. - - • 

:1 ..1. s eAlt fe.-lse}l:y the U:.e:w rwould b'e 1ed 
~f tije a:enti1e sbo.u~~ P -~. 

to a vielattiion. at t.lie tithing iS1ws. 
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11 If there wa 8 a 

s.tore.houae .int-:-
" Which b.oth Isra.e-11 te.s 

and Gentiles cast th .eir :Pf'oduee, and most of the,m wer·e · Gen.-. 
tiles, it must be " a.eemed :produce certainly unt1thed· 

•• 
I .f . 

most of them were Israelites it must be d.eemed Dema1 pro-
duce; If they were equal it 

mus.t be deemed certa:i:n.ly 

u11tlthed. So R. Meir. B t th u , .. e Sages say; Ev·en th0ugh al.i 

were ~nt1las and b t I u one sraelite ca.st his .produce there.fn; 

the whole may b e deemed Demai pr0duc·e. u 21 In the case 

v1here Javis and Gentiles. ,_ are equal the produce is deemed 

untithed. If t .he majority are Jews the produce 1s Dama·1. 

The u11de rlying presumption is that the produce belonging 

to the ,.,...,,.ntile has· ... "" 1n all probab111 ty not been tithed. 

These gene.ral prine.1:ples also a;pply t .0 relate.d areas. 

11 If a Ge.ntile sold his standing corn to a.n Isr.ae·lite to 

cut, he is obligated to tne .peah. If an Israelite sold 

his standing corn to a Gentile to cut, he is exempt from 

t:hez peah. If a Jew and ~ ~ntile were partne.rs ·111 the 

corn, then the Ja:w's part is obligated and the Gentile's 

part i ·s exempt!" 22 tliose things 1:Q. the :posse~sion. of tn:e 

Jew require t ,hat .r1tua·l · of.ferings be Jliad'e from' t .ht:1m. l!'he 

fs~c:t t l:la t 

not. al,te.r 

t ·ney a.ay ):la~ 'been ]Yl:lI'<tl!as·ed from a Ge'nUl.e 

their st.atus in t,he s-a.i,gn,teat, de·gree . These 
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pluck, then he is o.bligated u. tf.ie 

glea~1ng reservea for 
the poor. And a ·n I · srael;tte ,.,no 

sold his v·ineyai?d ta a 
Gentile to pluck is exempt from t -

he gleanin'g reserv.ed for 
the poor. If an Ts l a. rae 1 te and '" · · a ~ew were partners fn a 

vineyard, then the portion of the Jew require·s ta.at glean­

ing be r e served for the poor, and the portion of the Gentile 

is e.xempt. 11 23 He · re aga1n the same pri11e1ple is illustrated. 

Those t h ine;s bou.ght by Jews from. Gentiles require the 

things sold by Jew£ to Gentiles va riou s off erlne;s. Tho,se 
. ' 

.a re ex.empt from them. 

A c e rtain portion of the produce of the harvest was 

r equ i r ed to be set aside fo.r the priest. unti l this portion 

had b e en take n out and rese.rved for the priest the remain­

der coul d not be used. This portion is ca1.le.d the Te·ruma 

or heave- 0fferi ng. And Gentiles w.ere no,t permitted to set 

aside the heave- offering for an Israiel!t•e. 
11 

Tae.ve are 

five that may not .131ve the neave- off.ering , and if they d.6 

so 1;.he1.r neave-offe,r i ng is p.ot valid s a deaf mute, an 

imbecile, a minor, he that gives heave- o.f'fer1ngs fl'om what 
• 

1
"" t h,4, a·· ..:i a ,.,~:v.>:tile who g i v:as hea·ve- off~rii).g-s 
,.,. n0 • ~s ow,n.,, . n"" ~..,. 

I lite even i f it i s wi t:ih n.is. 
f rqm ,wha,t )e,lon_gs to •an srae --~ · -'. 

_ _,, .ps,
8

,...,.,,.,ui" 4 •.s :ilet 11:alid.
11 

24. 
c ~.n.itent tJ;l:.(;J a.ea ve--o. :1. -""• ..... -o, .i. · 

, 
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Hall0wed Things. that are given by a Gentne or a sa1naYltan 
are valid. R t a. ·h -

• ~u a says : The Law of the Fbur·ta Year Vine-

.ya.rd. does not apl)ly to Gentil,es. .But the Sages say it does 

apply• The Heave-offering of Gentiles renders ( other pro­

d-µce With Which it 1s mixed) subjeet to the law of Heave­

offering, and (if it is eaten in error by a non-priest) is 

subject to the law of the (Added) Fifth. B~t R. Simeon 

declares it exempt (:from the law of the Added Fi.fth). 1·1 25 

If, ~hen, the Gentile 1s ex-empt from all of these 

ritual matters which apply to the .Jew, wha.t commandment.a 

are the G€nt11es b·id.den to obey? 'lie are told that the 

sons of Noah were g iven seven coiiimandmei:i:ts, commandments 

dealing with soc ia.l laws, idolatry, blasphemy, incest, 

spilling of blood, stealing·, and eating a limb from a 

living animal. 11 How were they commanded eoncern1ng the 

inte rpretation of social la:ws?' Just, as t •he Israelites 

were commanded ·to go to the courts in the:t:r cittes se we.re 

the sons of Noah colllnanded ta go to tbe c;e1:1rt.s in their 

• 

• 
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§ 

the Jewish Co1,1rt does not inflict 
the .deacth ·pe:ma-, •ty 

~ .. •·• 
In the case of thes· e lnC'estuous t ac 8 the nations are· 
judge:d in accordance 

With the lawe- of tro,e :r:ra tions , b'l:.lt th'1s 

refers o11ly to the betrotheo. maiden 
• • • • 

11 
Ahd ho\'/ are they 

11 ving animal 'i' A limb 

command0c;l concerning a limo from a 

whi.ch is b:ane;ing down from the 

animal a nd which does.· not t con arn enough to be rest0I!ed 

is prohibited to the sons of Noah and certainly to an 

Ii:;raeli te. If t .here is enough to be restored 1 t . i~ per­

mitted to an Israelite and .mpst cer-t·ainly it is permitted 

to t he sons of Noah. 11 26 

These, then, are tke laws Which apply t ·o the Gentile. 

These ethical maxims apply to al.l peoples. Tl:le Talmud 

discus·ses these prohi·bitions in great deta:il in the book 

Sanhedrin. In $9.nhedrin s@me add.1 t1ons are alsa pre san.tJ.ed 

as when R. Jose declare,s tha-t everythi:ng, ment.io:ned i•.n 

Deuteronomy 18:10 ff. with regai.w.. to soreery is also 

prohibited to the Gentile.
27 

To suIIl.lliarize briefly, we have: .seen tlaat J,ewisn riwal 

was not meant to ap.ply t.e tl:le Gelilt-1J.a. He w~s not ijou~la. 

to observe the va..rio,.ls bt.t-a of le_g,18.l:~t.!o~ w,hich ~e.g,iJ..atecl 

the life ef the Israelite.. Nt:>r· eould a ®~'tr,:LJ.a be a:ske4 

by a Je;w te v-iol,a:t·e a Jew:tsh. o-emma;n<ill!lea'e in :a·t~ier tAA\ the 

l • . ,. ~ 1..t ·taeirabJ. It', for e~lllJ>le , tne ~int11J.w . a.~te.r m~gst ll>,e:ne.i.: :l, ,. 

' t "'- ,- b" s ew:n ben'~i':1.t, :then t.ne J '8W a1gl:it, 
·'v:'t.G)lat;ed tlae Sa:poa ·;b, ...,_or !I, 

M eWl!l: beneffl'iit as ii a'"'lttea¼ie& 
■aka. ase of t~ v.teiatlan fta'i' s 
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to by the story of Rabban Gamaliel mentioned previously. 
However , in the realm of ethics and morals , seven laws 
were g iven to the sons of Noah to observe. These they 
are commanded to keep. And these were recognized as 
authoritative by the earliest Fathers of the Church. 
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C"HAPTER THREE 

UNIV~RSALISM IN TANNAITIC LITERATURE 



Chapter Three 
~ve have now considered the two major area.a of 

legislation re ' d · gar ing the Gentile , those laws tending to 
set the Jew apart and 

separate him from the Gentile, aB:<;i 
those laws relat1 t 

ng O the res~onsibility of Gent1le·s to 

fulfill the commandments and how certain comma·p:d1I1ants re­

late to Israelites and Gentiles. Now, in the t:hird a,nd 

final cha pter we turn to the more prac ti.cal area of 

everyday relationships . Here o.ur concern 1s not so much 

\-iith theory as w•it"' practice. La 1 · 
,:.1 w s not something crea;t.ed 

f .rom a vacuum. It. ha·s its roots 1.n the life situation. and 

grows in accordance with the needs of the times. As 

Louis Ginzberg put it, uThe development of the hal~ehan, 

a.t lea.st of the most ancient halachah.,· is• Rot a oreat:1,on 

of the House of Study, btlt a.:n .expr·ess10:n 0f 11-f'e itselt''t.l 

In other words the h:al~cb:al:l ·s:tems frem the s1 tuat:ton and 

the s·tre ss·es and strains et- the times. It fs not si'mply· 

promulgate:ii by schela.rs w,he nave ia'olated tliemselv:ee 1n 

their 1v;·or.y to.werrs from the uFge:ncie-s of th.a times. 

It i's not alw8iy·a ~mpl ~ for U'.S ±10 un'ae.Pstand the 

+oc·al fa,ctors wni~lii: !&f b"alun.d ee:rt·a'!ia' ]a,wa:. 1lne t~nor of 

tl:ie leg!sla,t;tom was not ·&n~1-Geiit1le. Tlie B;ew, :l:4.v-1.ng · 1:n 
" -

t.h:~· m~<ist af ~n:\i'.lre ·s·, o•oµla ~at ·}lave &af<f:t>i"d:ed to tie aint;l-

.:ii - 1.1 '"e.:i• ,~. a.ejpl sl~~£oir re~a t:.1 •a--qe.niJ:1.l!e ev:e:ii bad b.e .tira u:e S.L•• 1:.1. • Jo'' o _ , 

~·... 8 c.a:n (:)nly t-1:,e um\1,rs'ti1:>H lJi cfir.ee"i' ''l;'il,1'19ltee 
t ,.e :therae m:a. i:, ver · ., 

.p ...,~.5 t",mes· t• t.l!le fflffeli•1li1WhlN t&l'\fa■ t O t Me h,'.i'n p FY 0 .ll ll,111;.. ;J; , 
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designed to meet. 

We are told 1n th 18 Toeephta that a man s~all li~e 1n 
Palestine even in a city 

who·se majority are Gentiles and 
not outside of Palestine 

even 1n a city whose majority 
are Jews. ~ 

At first glance this- seems to be an astt>tina ... 

ing s tatement. The 1 t t 
· mper. an thing is te 11 ve 1-n Palestine 

even vihen to do will result in living among Gentiles. In 

order to understan~ this law we must understand the 

historical c 1rcrunstances under which it -was writ.ten. Muc~ 

of Palest.ins wa·s inhabited by Gentiles. The Jewish leaders 

felt the n.eces.si ty for encouraging J.ewlsh se"tt.lement and 

discourag1n5 Jewish emigration. One of the ways to 

accomplish this was by stressing the importance of li·'ll!ng 

in Palestine even in a city whose maj0r1ty are ~nt.iles 

rath.er than to go euts:1:cl,e of Pale1::1t1ne a:ven to live among 

Jewish people. Tltle v,ery :phrase-elegy of this passage proves 

t'tlat there werie cities w.ith G§ntfle m~jorit:1.es fn J>~le~:t1ne 

and cit.ies Vlit'h Jewish maja.vities out,sat:e.e of Pa1:e:st1ne. 

rn·, thi:s '.Light anGither Fegl!il4 ti1:0n ·to1"btdd1•ng 1lihe sa;le 

or s,n.1-.m,a,ls anci tbe sa:le ar ~erttal oif.l .ho:111sea, or f:1!elds t o 

(,Gentiles can be· una.erBltood:.. 

/ 
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h0u·ses to them in the 1 ana of Iar" el · . .... O·r' neealess iJ<:> $_a.y, 
fields; in Syri" hO''S "" ,.. e·s may be hi. d re to them but not ·11elds; 
while outside the land 

houses may be sold ancil. ffel<is la'.1r'ee. 
to them. So R. Meir. R. Jose says: In the land 0:f Israel. 
hOU$eS ma,y be h1rea to them but not fields• and 111 Syria , 
houses may be sold and fields hired to them·; wh,.1le 0uts1'd:e 

the land either ma:y be sold to them. 114 These pa-ssages •can 

be understood when it is realizeQ that ·there we~e many 

sections of Palestine in. which the Gentiles constituted 

the .ma jo.r1 ty. And there were man.Y other -are~,s in w·hic'h 

they composed a substantial m1not-1ty. Naturally :th.is 

situation produced great competition eetwe·e:n Jaw and. Gen­

tile, and the· danger even ·existed that the taent1las miigh'tt 

be able to drive the Jew from to.a land . It wa£1 ·1n, th:1,s ,. 

situation that the Jewish leadet'sla1p acte·d t ,o u~ge J.ews, 

to live in ?alest1ne ~ve~ if it meant liv,1ng among Gen­

tiles. As an additional weapen Is:rael·1tes· We::re ,u.:rgea itc:, 

impose upon the·ir Gentile nei~hborfl wna,t Leu11:1 G1n.zb'erg 

termed II an eaeneill1e o·oyeot:t11 
, that is tlie.1 we~e w.rge'<i ~et., 

Or: . ·fieias .~nd not ~o sell ta~m la;,rse to rent them haus·es _ 

animal.~. This pnave,nted t 'ne ·aent1J:es fFOl!l gaipd:.l\g ca.ntr-ol 

of m(l)N l-an.d, a:ad at,nee 1;tl aecame• m~ez;,e -0.tff";feult f'er it'hem 

.t·1:. _ neee•ssasrv a.:a'i.m&l~ iW1:atfu W:luiob to ,carl\;y an 't G> , ii}l:l Fer~~•s e u r.1.8 • 11 -

d ta 1ia118e them tlo tae~a; sae 
a: gP 1.01.1:l. tu pe·, 1:t. n~d a tten ·en:ey , . 

T, - .5 !.Dtua, the•se liitilif·• were Htl• 
1 ... 0 ~ to t;b'e , .,,ew s. . -et t .n.8'1-r ... 
· ,.,~ ~ ........... c- s;Jld eeo•••1• CJ•d:itioaa. \: 

v-at:,ed 'by t~a e1c'i~Jll.lS u;a..B•u,:,4,;;i. \ 
,. 
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• 

This reasoni.ng would 
also acco.un.t f <l5r the sttatem·ent . r 

Shimon b. Elazar 11 An · • o. R. 
, Israe1·ite 

1dolator."6 It m1 ··h . outs·id·e of :Palestine is ~l'l 

g t also reasona·bly 1· . •exp at,n the proh1b..1-
tion against hiring Ge t11 n · 9 workmen be· . · ca.u2se they are not 

expert in matters concerning leket.7 
Thi,s type af legis--

J.ation would disc ... · ou ... age the Gentile 

which were 
from ·settling in area-:s 

predominantly Jewish ·because he .. would ha,v:e 

difficulty in finding work. These are all 1 t 1 n er.re a:t-ed 

as-pee ts of the "economic boycott"• 

The Jewish pe 1 li op e ved. 111 neither an economic .nor a; 

soc i a .l vacuum. They realized that many of their neig hbors 

were not ·of the Je\vish faith. Much of Jewish custom and 

law reflec,ts that knowledge and understanding, ~eflects a 

de sir•e t -o live in peace and tranquility with the ne1.ga:Cor1ng 

Gentile while at t.he same time preservililg the Jewish 

identity. Rabbi Akiba permitted the taking of p14blie 

sacr1:f'1ces from 6ent1les as ,well a.s the aceep.taiaee'· flleil 

them ef burn.t offer'.i:ngs, peace offerin:gs, fow.1 and .gif't' 

offerine;.s. Rabpi J0,~e the. Galilean &1sagteed am s.t;at,ea:, 

'1Even if ~01J expou:a4 ala, clay it 1s Jil8..nm.1sa1:.ol'8 -fe sreeept, 

from them only b~rh:b of,fer:1:n'ga 'aE,d peaee, lffrfr8P.dlngs. lt,8 

'Tne ,more str1:?lge>nt v,[e.w ~f Rabbi Jose tl:le ,0Asii1J.:Eta11 ma, ~e 

ex.p1a1nei by; the ·t-ae,:f. t ·~Sitt ~liJ;t.·11 ¥e'li7 l-.ai;te .mA,•f; et Galll'8e 

,;J!'emsiaei in ~Atfle' bu<i•~• a:d e.v;e:n .!l,~l"~ t-b.e ~•~I." 4,a,7'11 

of tlte S"e~ed '1''.EJJi_pie, ~~ :was stf..ill 1.Bf@b:1.i~ea. 't:ll. a ...aub1r\_, 

ib.&atl ,nu?Je,. 'of GentiJ.'.'e,s," it All 1',lsti'c bcl p,r,lva-te 
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sacrlf 1Ges in~.y come from ..., 

~alestln.e or from outstde 
J?alestine §Jven from among th . 

e Gentiles except for ·the 
offe.ring of the f 1 t , 

r~ born ana. the tithe :which may come 

only froin Palestine and only frG111 I.sraelitea.•19 

If a Gentile brought a peace-"'ff·e"ing .., ... and gave 1 t 
to a priest, the 

priest is permitted t~ eat t~ "' 1>.J.erefr~m. I f 
l1e gave it to an Israelite . 

the Israelite is pe,rmitted 
to eat therefrom . lo Again this is a realistic approach 

to life, not an ivory tower legalist.1c approach witt:3.au.t 

regard for• the actual necessitie~ of living. By the sam.e 

token we are told that the participation of a Geit>.tile 1:n. 

the process of ritual slaughtering does net make the 

slaught,e·ring unfit provided th.at it was otnerwise i'tt. 
11 

An Israelite and a Gentile who we,re hold.1:n,g the sla.ug}:lt­

ering knife and killing, ev~n if a.Re wi;is holdi~g· it i'rom 

the top and the other from the Qott<llm, tp.eir slauehter~ 

is kosher. 1111 Thus we see that the ~Il:118.:1:°t':ie legts,J.at.1011_ 

was not desig_n.ed comple.tely :t.Q se•Jarate Jew trom . ~l[itJ..le .• 

There were .maNy areas of e0nt~e'b ,w'qic,h ;we,z,e ~e·~\1;:f>te~ and. 

even enoeuragecl. it was o:n,l.y whe=~~ s1.:1,~.la eian~s.et in1SA.t ex­

pose th..e ~ew to a:l.1'en i,jrl'lµe,noes 9i- p1".'eveint h1m f r,,om_ 

.. , b -. - 1ng th:e camman:dme:n'ts that it w~e P~obt1b1ted. p.r0]}eF .. y.: o s~rv . . . . . 

. ., ... ,p et,.," ''c&"'· •:Pe,m,,!1r,e.11et,.,f,a ,a,~ pu~1ilui'8'.ata In t}le z,~a-· C:>J.' · .~ , ;A.: - "i.- ~ 

. . . "· *· cL <Gn equai~t; eet,\W'88:Q. Jaw ~di Ge~~l:•• t~e :Jl!a'bais 1ns,.,.-s ,11e . . 
•• ., .... ii. fp.C,JD tihem cO~ t~-ial~ ~OU ,R&J ret\3~ 
If yow. t .a~e. ap. a.n~a · 

ad just. as ym cte ,&1.·a~ y~ 
lf. te. them alil. tlts.;'t d~y.. 
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may take i'rom them cattle serv t - ,. -

, ans, f~male serva~ta, for 
,a test and 

you may return them all of tha·t dE!-y·. 
As lqng 

as you are permitted to 
return them to an Is:raeli ta, you 

are permitted to return them t Ge 
· o a ntile. If you are no·t 

permitted to return the~ to 
an Israelite, you are not 

permitted to return them to a Gent1,.·e."12 
.i.: Here there is 

absolutely no distinction between, Jew and Gentile. The 

same rules wr.rich apply to one, apply equally to the othel'. 

Si n11larly, we are told tliat the same pu:r:i'isrune11ts· will 

be meted out to capital off e.nders whether they 'be Jews or 

non-Jews. ''Capital offenders among the Israe1.1t·es o!I' 

c.a.pi tal offe.nders among the nat101rs of the 'world will Eles­

c.end to Gehinom and there be jud·ged fo·r twelve m.onths, and 

after twelve mo.nths their s·ouls will b~ de·stroyed., and 

their bodies· burned, and Geh1nom. will discharge them., and 

they will become dust, and the· wind will spread t-l:iem anl! , 

scatter them under the soles of the f~\3t a'f the ,rigb:t.eous, 

as scripture says, 1.And ye shall tread dow;n the •wic~-e~.; 

for 1;,hey shall be ashe.s u,n&er the s·oles o'f-e ,your feet i'R t 'a,e 

ma. ke ,. Sa.1th the Lord ef '180,s·t. 's t • 11 l] T.l!ll:l.s' day that I do 

d,,.8 8 ,not .-var1 whether the o:f'.f'ende.r be'? .Jsw the punishment "' 

or Gent.11:e. 
Ne~f;her 18 th:e G6nt!Jl:e al'w.ayi·s ,sus,peelt.ed of beins, a-bout 

. . . . .. t lie '&N t 8
1

:1.a :tiH:a1t ,onl7 t\~e.r to at taiirk t ne· f't;•rseJ..1 8 • · 

. · . . . bouli J;ews •v.1cilla:Ce the S&l!Soatli ~"114 
c·e'rta.1n e1r.e~m,s,t'anc1es 9' . ' 

-4.itl 1t.eapo:aa tr..e· denti.11Jt,a tlk• o•"tf .v;Jlt• 
go .O\lt to •ea;\ ·" 
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their c1 ties . ••'ihat are th 

e circumstances under Which thi s 1s permitted? It 
i s permitted uwhen they come :for the pur­pose of killing. If th 

of killing , than (it 
ey did not come f th or e purpose 

is not permitted) 
them ,-,1th weapons and to go out against 

(it i s not permitted) to violate the 5abba th on account of them . If they 
come upon cities near the boundary even to take the 

straw, then we go out against them with weapons and violate the Sabbath on a ccount of L:? J":l . 1114 
Thus we see that the principle i s somewhat e1mi-

lar to the idea of the presence of a clear and present 
danser. If there is reason to believe that the Gentile 1

8 cowin3 for purposes which are not peaceful as , if they 
advance upon a city near the boundary, or if they come for 
the purpose of killing, then i t is permitted to violate the 
Sabbath and meet them with force. Again it is evident 
that these laws took i nto consideration the envi ronmenta l 
cond itions of the small country of Palestine. 

?ractical considerations merge with a higher sense of 
Israel' s miss ion in the case of handling the problem of a , 
Jew stealing from a Gentile. It 1s obvious that Jewish 

Standpoint could not afford to condone 
law from a practical 

This would .have caused insu.l"lloUntable theft from Gentiles. 

th Gentile popilat1on of Palest ine. diff iculties within e 

It is not surprising, 
tneref ore, to r ead, 11 He wl:lo steals 

from a Gentile 1 8 obligated 
to return (the theft) to b1a.Ml5 

atataeJ1t, apparentl7 bavillg u But the latter part of th19 
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connection With the law 

feeling of the rabbi 
it sel f , 

gives us an inkling of the 
s regarding the role 11 stea11n f of I srael. 6 rom a Gent i le i s f 

from a Jew because ft 
ar more serious than stealing 

God ' s name. 1116 
o he profanation of 

The Jew was to set an 
example of ethical and moral l iving. The mission of the Jew was to lead 

an exemplary life . To steal deni es a ll for Which the Jew 
stands. It denies the perfectness of the God served by the Jewish people . 

It is, in effect, a profanation of the name of God . 
The Gentile Will fee l that the God of the J ews i s no more Just t han a r e those ,1ho serve H4 -. F thi .1..111 or s reason stealing from a 

Gentile is deemed to be a i more serous offense than steal-
1ng from a Jew. 

Much the same reasoning is i nvolved in another regula­
tion which i s more stringent upon the Jew than upon the 
Gentile. 11 A Gentile who made an idol , the i dol is 
permissible until i t has actu·a.l ly been served because unt il 
then i t may be nullified. Rabbi says 1n the name of Rabbi 
Jacob, If an I sraeli te made it first he may not nullify it.. ••17 
The passage 1s referring ~o der1v1ng benefit from the i dol. ' 
Benefit may be derived from an idol made by a Gentile but 
not yet served by him. But 1f a Jew made the idol it 1s 
prohibited to derive any benefit whatsoever from it. Thia 
1s 1n contrast to the M1shna1c passage which reads, ttThe 
idol of a Gentile is straightaway forbidden, but that ot 

· f bidden until 1 t has been wol"ah1pped. an Israelite is not o~ 

I 
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A G<antile can desecrate h i s O\•tn 

or his fellow's i dol, but an I sraelite cannot desecrate a Gen t ile' s idol. ul8 The 
l a t t er part of the Mishnah presents a more severe restric­tion o11 the Je\v than on the Genti l e-. 

There is e vidence that the soc i a l t t con ac between Jew and 3e11tile d i d not rema in in a static condition. Social contact increased or decreased in accordance with the 
conditions of the moment . Thi s is shoi-,n by the reference 
i n the Tosephta that to si t on a bench of the Genti l es 
011 the Sabbath i s permi tted . And the very same passage 
interestingly points out that previously this practi ce was 
not permi tted.

19 
The story i s told that Rabban Gamali el 

once sat among the Gentiles on the Sabbath in Accho. 
Others tol d him t hat this practice was not permitted . 
And, Rabban Gamaliel, not wanting to t ell them that it 

. 20 wa s permitted , arose and walked away. Thus we see that 
a custom which had severely l i mited all social contact s 
had become more relaxed during the times of Rabban Gamaliel. 
The times no l onger demanded such striot measures. 

Since the populati on contained large numbers of Gen-
proselytizatioa inevitably occurred. tiles problems of 

Perhapa one of the most ticklish situations involved 

b of aothers who ha~ beooae the status of children orn 
recognized this and legislated OJI proselytes. The rabbis 

terms of equality. 
"--'ld was both OOllO&ived e.ad 11 If the O&Uo 

• a proaelJte, thaa ah• 1■ born after ner aot ner beo&Jl& 
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regarded as a daughter, of 

~s,rael ·1n. every reiapect. 1•2-l 
" I f a man ha.d no children 

ready 
and married a woman that ha:& al-

borne young, even if she was 
a bondwoman a•nd. was then 

made f ·ree' or a Gent1.le and th 
en became ·(i px,0se lyte, and 

she bore (male offspring) after s·he was marr ied to the 

I s r-ael i te' such is d eemed a firstbo-rn in 
What ,concerns 

inherita nc e but not 1.n. w~a. t " concel"n.s. the ,right of the 

pr iest. R. Jose the Galilean says.• such~. d ~ -" s eem:e"'- a 

fi rstbo l"J.1. in what concerns both 1nhe·r1ta:nce aJilq t he r-ights 

O f t .he -nr·i· e st 11 22 T,._ th 
.}I • 1•~us we sea at ne extreme penalties 

we re pla ced upon the c.hildren of proselytes. The legis-

lation was not designed to discou:rage such action. It 

place•d the proselyte under no disadvantage. It eertainly 

cou ld not be c~r1.strued a.s pUniti•ve in nature. As le»g as 

the mother was a proselyte when the ch:ild was conceived 

and born the status of the ch1lcl. does· 11ot 81.:l-ffe,r. The 

ch.ild 1s rega.,rded 1n a.11 J'\espeet:s •a..s a cb,11d Q!f' Israe'.L_.. 

The question would naturally BJI,!ise 8.'s to t3e e:t-t\eet 

G>f the testimony 0.f Gent,1les en matter·s aff''ee'ft!.ng ! ew1-sh 

law.. Would the te.st,1.11ony ·ef a Geh'.t ,ile pe ae1cepteclL ~~ 

f '1lee .. stems ~·y tJ"ew::tsa cou.rt's'? 11 ee~eem~g mac;i,e the basis or ~- · .,_ _ 

a Gemt-1il.e ., if' He n~d, i,l:lt endeii to 'Vestrilr,:f' l_ilfs ,t,e,1f~l1D0nj> ts 
er ..a .- r·v: ... e. tells of .a, 'Gelil,t.ile a.M 81:l'l m:at val.id. AG'o& ~t1·1:1.,o~ t:>.1;. ., .. · _ 

We....,. "". a."',_.; t 11"'_.a. _a:l'a.pg tt;ti;f _t-eaa. ._ mhe CP!nt &l.'I Ii»raelLte "1(,1ie ..... n ;.&.,n, -~ 

. . 1~te who idlt.tl' ne,pe • J 
8'!-,1d, Wee uli:L-1:.e a'it 1,-i11a:e . · " 

Andi' tli1:P ft)i@:.!i>dB ·eame 
8llll.e&i~ze:d. l.l4- and wri.ed l!lk,-

• 



.... -

-49-
before the Sages and they P8 l"lll1tted his wife to remarry . •• 23 (In othe r words t 

, hey accepted the testimony tile as valid, and of the Gen-
relying upon this evidence , they per­mitted his wife to marry a th 

no er husband.} so the test1:no11y of the Gentile i 
s valid as r egards these very serious .11a tters . 

Because if the te stiwony is later proved fal ze , very serious consequences ensue inasmuch as the woinan must than lea,,.e b th h b • o us ands , and the children 
from the sec ond husband are in serious doubt as to status . 
Hence it 1s very sl5n1ficant that the Tosephta passage 
indicat ed the complete acceptance of the testimony of a 
Gentile as valid as long as he did not come for the 
spec i f ic purpose of giving testimony . 

It is also signif i cant that a Gentile court 1s 
permitted to enforce the decision of a Jewish court even 
thoug h the Gentile court cannot validly force compliance 
With Jewish law . "A bill of divorce given under compulsion 
1s valid if it 1s ordered by an I srael1t1sh court, but if 
by a Gentile court i t 1s invalid. But if the Gentiles 
beat a man and say to him, ' Do what the Israel i tes bid 

11 24 In other words, a Gentile court thee', i t 1s valid. 

to enforce a comJ:A.tlsory decree of an I s r&el­i s permitted 

i te court. The Qemara discusses this principle and 

if the n.:.ntile court may actually enforce a Wonders why ~ 

b able to order a bill of d1vora.,_ decree should not they 8 

ted answer, th••~ eee■s to bas ment themselves? The accep 
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11 

(A Get enforced by a h . 
. .eathen court) on legal grounds 1s 

liable to be confused ·w1 th (A . 
Get eni'orced by)' an Is'rael-

1 te court on le 1 
ga grounds' but (a Get enf .. d b 

heat hen court) with t 
• orce y a. 

ou proper grounds will not be con-

2,.. 
5round s. 11 

:, 

fu s e d 1'I 1th ( a Get enf ore ed b } 
Y a Jevrish cou.rt With legal 

All of these la-..,,s and customs led to mor· e frie:qdly 
.a.11d ;.ore peac-eful rel ti , · a onsnips be-tween J1,;3w and Gentile. 

It is -only nor'.nal that such relat16.nships sho~id have been 

cultivated because of the fact that botn groups 1-,1.ved 1n 

such p hys i cal proximity to each other. The Jew soa~ht t~ 

avoid aro1.1s ing the apger and wrath o.f his neighbor. He 

was ,,llling to go out of his way to maintain gc;,od re1.at.len,,.. 

ships and avoid ill feeling. It wa:s this de·sipe· i'0r frfend­

ly and peaceful relations·h1ps, tHis 'des1r.e 'to avoid un:ple,a:s- • 

antne ss and misunderstandings, riJ'tl1ch ga.ve rise ta' tm:e 

f .inal class1f 1cat·1on of laws: and customs pr e,sent'ed he-re 

for our ·consideration. Tb:1s, c-las-siffeat.1on i .s appJ:ied to 

those rule·s and customs \fli1ch we-re ad.opted 
11

1n t'he i ,:r,it"e1I!es1fs 

of peace." (f,.(t ,3 11• •J~ '1). Ill ·tb,ese 0rdinane01s arre eytde.n:t. 

11,be•:ral 'tendenc.1fe,~,. •of tne •lta.li>J.!s ~s :we:ti a:·s th~iP t .he most 
...a~;:v l il' e o:f 1/;.ije pe 0Ji)i!.e. lfe. 

sense of e:lo'E:J:enes:s ta t .h~ e-ve'fl.J..:.: .,., · · 
· · ~ .. ,.,,,.,.,,, s·'"' 'I,,.,.~,..'° a;-: ·ei s it'Qin-e 

'I.. 11~ c. ,4 ' 8 ,a sa:m;r,i(]1_~ G):,: bL\l.l." ,_, ..a;.'-" W 'g 11\:1; s [•~ai :r.::row e·xa~:;i..n -~ 
. . ~- ,,1!i'l th..e iin'tiete,s·:t,,s a-f' p'eaca . 11 

tt:ia,t we r e -a.~@pt.e~ 
. lie' Ge..n.t:t!l.t&$ and r;sna,e'l1. t e a•, 

11.'A e iity i:!lt w,ffi:ctl :tne1re a , · 
eoli~~··t }fa'lrih f~dm "the :r~rae:lf'te:s 

:tne. e'.ff1e1'&1S ot tbe ·city 
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and from the Gentile-a· 1n. the 

ti 

One feeds the poor ef 

of pe,a.ce. 

ti 

interests· of pea.co . 

the Gentiles in the interests 

Or1e euloo-._izes· 
0 the dead of the Gentiles ana. comfor:t.s 

t he mourners of t'ne Gentiles an:d buries 

peace. 112,6 
the d,ead of the 

In these matters 
Gentile s ln the interests of 

there are no distincti ons. The poor are to be red r-egard-

less of whe ther they be Jew or Gentile. The dead must be 

b u1~1ed c:tr1d t he mourners must be comforted whetner they be 

Regarding these matters there is no par,ti­

is only the universalism of t .-h• e 

Jew o r Gentile. 

eula,risri1. There nee4 which 

must be s a t isfied. 

3 i m1larly we are told that not only m1,1st t~·e ,.... poer ee 

fed, but that the poor of tne Gentiles must be el.ig,ib.le 

for th·e g leanings of the fields ,,ihich .Jewish f~r.m_e.Fs re­

serve for the poor. These gleanings a:re reserved_ foF all 
I 

the poor, not merely the Jewish poor. To ')reap these 

gleanings from the Gentile 1s the equivalent .of stea•l-:1~ 

from him wnat 1s rightfully his.. 11 The la:w of tl:lef~, aipJ.~e.s­

in every respec·t ~ Th:ey de ,.n.ot try ta ,pre~n.t the pooh 

amone; the Gentil~a from .gaj;/ne;ring g1e~n::1.P$s, l:.~ .fe11fg.etteD 
. . . _.2:7 a 

sb.ea;f ., .a;:Qd the F.e,ah, in the J_:n1:ier&stis of pe&~e. , ere . 

agai,n tlirere is n0 ,d.,1s·t1ne~f~,:n. Je~we~~ t he _pe,Qr ~mong• itn:e 

l:sraelttes ~nd. the paor of ·tie, ae.n:ttie,s. 
· , 'i;.. • ;a;_ t"''e Jew: ttas noit ;1>9Mt\eii ta jgno?!e 

l'.ll fi1j;8 S8;Jl.8i V~t~ u , -

- · , . :a.,e be Je:w· ait)' <3en..itile. 'rMB 
~:t' h:Ja, ~e;t~'hJ;:is~ w,Mre:t}t'er 
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pr:i.ne iple a of human.i ty 
apply to all. 

1.dly by and watch the t . roubles 
A Jew cannot stand 

e:f his ~nttle n.ei,ghbor. 
He must help him in the same 

way that he would help a 
fellow Jew. 11 If he sees the ass 

of a Gentile he is abl.1,­

With it (1· gated to concern himself 
· n otaer words, to aelp 

take ca r e of it) in the 
same way that he would co:aeern hilll-

s·elf with the ass of an Israelite. If it wa 1 . s ca,r.ry ng 
libation 1t1ine it 1 snot permitted to touch it._1128 'As 

note d the only exception 1 1 · 8 Ii. the ca,se where the ass is 

ca.r r yin;:; libation wine. I h - n sue a case the Jew would not 

be obliga ted to help b·ecause he would bec·oma involved in 

prohibited a ctivities. 

The Jew ls commanded to respect th·e Gentile, his 

festivals a•nd Rolyd~.ys, and always to ask about and be 

seriously concerned about his welfare. 11 4 persah shall 

not do business with a Gentile on the da.y 0f his festival, 

and he shall not deal with him lightly, b.e should a,sk 

concern.ing his welfar.e seri0usly. 1129 11
W.e inquire about 

the welfare of the Gen.tiles on their festivals 1:n the, 

interests of peace." ;o ''Moreever gr~et1ngs may: be, 0fferetl 
II ~_l 

to Geritiles in the iaterests .of peace. · 

These passages indicate the a:t·t ,itiude 

la.tors of the ~nna.1 t .1c period td>wa.rd. t}1e 

- -

Q.f t}r~ le g:1 ·s.-

Gent flle. Th.ese 

. . , . 
1 

ersa.list ic e1.(tlD,ek,, ·a c10nce.r.n fo.r 
pas.s_a.ge s i:adlca te ··a. un v --

,..8_;.;._, .,..,.,.t a: na. :Fra-W- m_inded eoncero enly 
the we.lf are of a..11 ... .... u ... 

1n. tlie :t'trs·t t;w0 c.)iaJt.e-rs man:f b,lsta..nc:e s 
fev the Jew. Yet, 
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have been cited 1n Which t .he. Gentil.e appea.F~ t ·0 ~e placed 

1rt a separate position fr0.1I1 the Jew. h'e hav:e noted that­

I11ay Gentile practices. were prohibited because of feer 

of the taint of idolatry. In regavd to tlae fulfil1men:t 
. . -

of the commandments Jew and Gentile were not c0nsidered 

equal. Observan9e of t .he comman.dmen.ts was not re.quired 

of tr1e Gentile . It \'las dee.med neces~ary that he 01aly keep 

t he ~even L9.v,s of Noah. Ho-w, then ~an the apparent univer-. 

sali sm of' t h is chapter be re.concileii with 'the pa.rticulanism 

of the .first two chapters? ·rhe answer .seems clea.r. The 

Jew was not, is not, and will never- be a universal1st 1n 

the reaL'll of ritual practice. In this lil.rea Judaism i ·s 

particula ristic, desiring to preserve 1ts~lf an.d 

identity among the peoples of the w·~rld. But ill 

1ts 

the :realm 

a .,,,d mo><>a,l lif-e, in the are~ of livi~g a of the ethical ~.. " 

life of h. ere th,e Jew 1:s a un1veraal1st. good.nes.s, Here 

the Jew prC:>claims title 

together iR peace atid 

and iajustice . Here 

i Sal ricrlat .of all men, t .e liv,e un., ve,r ea, 

l . t ·.v i'ree of th~ tyranny 1:>f pavert·y p _~n ~. , . 

J m··akes ne a:1.stin.cti en&. In th~ ew · · · -

this realm all are equal . 
Thu·s d,oes the Jew .veconci.le· laj a!s 

W1 th the saiii.e o;t>e~ tp. tb:e 
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illustrat ive of the heichts of 1 

o un versa11sm r eached 1n Tannai tic thought . 
11 

Rabbi Jeremiah sai d : Whence do we 
know that even a Gentile Who occupie.s himself With the 
study of the Torah i s l ike a high- priest ? From the words : 'which i f a man do he shall live by them. 1 Likewise it 1

8 not stated : ' This is the law of the Priests , Levites, and Israelites ', but 'This 1s the law of man o Lord God. 
1 

It 
i s also said : ' Open ye the gates that the righteous nation that keepe th faithfulness may enter 1n. 1 It does not say 
'Prie s ts , Levi t es and I sraelites '. but ' that the righteous na on •.•. ... ti ma y enter in. 1 Likewise it i s sai d ' This i s the ~a te of the Lord ; the righteoue shall enter into 

it . 
1 

It d oes not say : 'Priests , Levites and I srael i tes', but ' the r i ghteou s shall enter into it.' Similarly it is said, 'Do good O Lord unto e goo • th d I I t does not say 
d Israelites', but 'unto the 

'unto the Priests , Levites an 

that even a Gentile who devotBd 
good. 1 Thi s shows 

1132 
unto the Torah 1s like unto a high pri e st . 

himself 
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NOTE·S, 

l. 
.tf OTES 1Q C HAFTER ONE 

ToseEhta Abodah Zarah l:l3 ( d 
e • Zuck&rmandel). 

2. Mishn,.ab Abodah Zarah 2 :3. 

3., Tosephta Abodah Zarah · l:15. 

4. I b id. , 2: 8 ,9. 

5. I bid ., 6:11. 

6. I b i d . , 2 : 5. -
7. i1i shnah Eiullin 2 :9. 

8. Mi shnah Abodah Zarah 2 :4. 

9. l b id. ,, 2 : 6. 

10. Ibid., 5 :7. 

11. Ibid.; 5 :3. 

12. Tosephta Ketuboth 13:2. 

13. Tosephta sotah 14:10. 

14. 1-'lishnah Betza~ 3 :2. 

15. Tosepbta Gittin 8:4. 

16. To-sephta 5hebil th 4 :7 • 

17. TC)S·ephta Yeoamoth 12:13. 

18. Tosephta Ketub.oth 3: 3 • 

19. T0 s·ephta De.ma;i 4. :,27 • 

2·o. Ibi,;i 6 4 . -u._. , ' : ;, 

al. M.:L sruaa:a Ta rlllliQth l: 1. 

2.2. 1ti>e,ephta Terlimerhlil_ l:lS. 

~]. Io1d,~ 

24. 'L\oaephta Paah 1: l -. 
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NOTES !Q QHAPTER ONE 

25 . M1shnah Abodah Zarah 4 :11. 
26 . I b id . , 2:27 . 

27 . M1shnah Terymoth 8 :12 . 
28. Tosephta Abodah Zarah 3 :2 . 
29 . Ibia . , 3:5 . 

30. I b i d . , 3:12 . 

31 . I 'b i d . , 2 : 4 . 

32. Tosepnta Erub1n 3 : 8. 

33 . Tose nhta Bull in 3:24. 
34. I b i d . , 7 :3 . 

35. l•lishnah £ rub1n 6:1. 

36. Ibid . , 8 : 5 . 

37. Tose phta Berakoth 7 :18 . 2 . 
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Notes 12. Chapter .Twe 

l. Mishnah Shabbath. 16:6. 

2 . Ibid. , 24 : 1. 

3. Tosephta Shabbath. 18:1. 

tJfiShnah Mak,shirin 2 :5. 

l).11shna.h .Shabbath :23 :4. 

1'osep11ta Shabb·a th 13: 14. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. Mi s b.na.h .:3habba th 16: 8. T-he episode Qf Ral::)ban 'Gamaliel 
i s r a peated in Tosephta Shabbath 14:.11. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

ll.. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Tose pl1ta .:)habba th 14: 13. 

Toseuhta Baba Metzia 5:18. 

Ibid. , 5 : 19 • 

Ib•id . , 5: 6. 

Ibid., 5:20. 

?-ii s.hnah Baba Metzia 5: 6. 

Mishnah Pese.ch1m 2:3. 

Ibid.. , 2:2. 

Bible Exodus 13:7. 

~lishnah Hallah 3:5. 

M1shnah Dema1 6:1. 

Tosephta Demai tii:l. 

This point of view 1s p:re~ented 

Mishnah Makshiri-n 2 :lO. 

~2. To.·sephta, J>eJ~J~ 2 :9. 

23. Ibld,., 3:12. 
' 

1-fi· Tas_e.~hta. 'J)ema1 7Jlil. 

I 
I 

• 
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Notes 12, _9h_a .... p._t_.e_·r Twa_ --
25 . Ibid., 3·:9. 

26. Toseppta Aboda:h Zarah 8:4,5 ,·6. 

27. b . Sanhedrin 56a. 

I 



-60-

1. 

2 . 

NOTES 1Q CHAPTER THREE 
Louis G1nzberg : On Jewish Law and L 

-----~- _ _ ore , p . 79 . Tosepht~ Abodah Zarah 4 :3. 

3 . 1-11shnah Pesahim 4 :3 ana Abodah Zarah 1:6. 
4 . M1 shnah Aboda Zarah 1:8. 
5. This point of r.a,,.. and Lor e , view i s presented by p . as. 

Tosephta Abodah Zarah 4:6 . 
Tosephta Peah 3:1. 

G1nzberg, On Jewish ----6. 

7. 

8. Both the v i ews of Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Jose the Galilean a r e pre sen t ed in Tosephta Shekal1m 1:7. 
9. Toseuhta Menahoth 9 :1. 

10 • . Tosephta 5hekal1m 3 :12 . 

11. Tosephta Hullin 1 :3 . 

12 . t-Ii shnah Abodah Zarah 2 i l. 

13.. Tosephta Sanhedrin 13:4 . 
14. Tosephta Erub1n 4 ;5 . 

15. ! osephta Baba Kamma 10: 15. 
16. I b id. 

• 17. Tosephta Abodah Zarah 5 :4• 
18. Mi s hnah Abodah Zarah 4 :4• 
19. !osephta Moed Katan 2 =14• 

20. I b i d . , 2 : 15 . 

21. Mishnah Ketuboth .4 : 3. 
22, M1shnah Bekhoroth 8:l. 
23. Toaephta Yebamoth 14 :7. 
24. M1ahnah Gi ttin 9 : B. 
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Notes ~ 9hapte~ Three 
25 . £· Gitt1n 88b . 

26 . Tosephta Git t 1n 5 :4,5 • . 

27. Mishnah Git t 1n 5 :8. 
28. Tosepqt3: Baba i•ietzia 2 :27. 
29 , Tosep.!l~ Aboda Zara 1 :2 , 
30. Ibid . , 1 : 3 . 

31. M_!shnah 3heb1ith 4 :-3 and Mishnah Gittin 5 :9 . 
32 , Sifra on Lev iticus 18 :S • 
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