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P1"0blorns of t he Ma.s s.ONi.h i s <::oncerned witl" the ee.rly 

histOl""".f or the t-'.assor et.ic text . A~ t h e S!IJ!la ti.me lt se:rvca 

t o in:'ortJ t,hti r-eade:r or ti.e pro13,reaa msrle hy schol.ar ship 1n 

thi:'.l r 1e1~. c:it' s t udy, 

T"ne o ss:ly ~;11-::s wh&tho.r or not t hero existed a second 

oentury CE. ~ ~ or the Hcbl"Ow Bi blo? ~ t we.re 

the e r l'l~1 tlcns t h,:,.t c1·ea t cd the n e,od tor n uni form t ext? 

~-/he.t s eti.vit,ioe t" i i:l ths sorarJ.m or Rt-bbh ens.ago i n )then they 

The 'Oa..C-8.l' cormt1.ence s- wi.t h a d,1acusdon or the --rolation

:..lU:p t h~ t C-1'1S t (ld het ...,een t he LXX, Philo, Josephus , and the 

autho'I"i t 4tiv~ Rat!bi.n i e wri.tings . I t then proce e ds to 11.st 

poa~tbl"! l\is.to!"ical r a ctor !J .,,,hic h mn.y h.o,ve crea t ed t he nee d 

f o r :1 unif om Hebrew t ext , The conclusion i-ea:ched 1a that 

a l:eX:t\J.3 ~ was writton somOJwhe r a during the th•.3,t. and. 

~(U'ly pRrt of. tho second century CE .. , but c.xc.ct.ly ~hen, -we. 

do 'r:l,<-t know. 

'rhe es2ay continues w1.t h an e.x..i...,...1nc.t1on of the q,ct1v1 -

t 1es i n vplve.d 1n I.be es.t~b U ah:Ment or a univsrs.o.lly a ecopted 

J;ebrew t ext . Tl:'J.e:10 1a boura : aro major!t.-y and millorjty 'read

ings, n'li.k.ora ~ , 11-=;tur ~. conatrui ng wo.rds with 

ei the.r t he prece~.L'lg or sub,,i,quept clo.use, ti~o ~. 

nunotua extraord..1.no.ri.a, .1nvertod ~ suspended letters, open 

ana clos ed seot1ons, ~, ve:t-ae end word d,ivision, koti'b 
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;md ~ aPi , Of tht manr ac.tiv1,.ties , however, th~ ~ 

~ , is the one o.r -ea. Hhere ::nnm.wcril)t,s n.n-:l. rn-odern ~cholar

sh1p -:re in ~green0nt . As C:!r 3.S tho re:ru:1ning categor1ea 

th:.t ~eC!lll!lG or th!'!I ve~ 11'.JUJ.Y t heorie s that have been advi:.nced 

'i-to cnnnot render ~ decisive dec.ia1on in regard to t.heir date, 

tl1eir ')1en1f !cat'lco, and thu.lr rol c.tion :ihi_p to an Wlive:r~a.lly 

aceo~ted Hebrow te;,c.t . 

Sinr,';l c-einclu~ions. cennot be dt"ll.wn on t he bt~is of' th-: 

"J ct1 v~ t1y or the So.ferlm, tbe ass.c.y l'etu.nls to the f ir.st probl en, 

~ :Jl.'~ond Cn!\tu.ry ~ r~~E:i'pt..Hs , It qu&s t10h$ the tena'b!llt y 

of 3t,tch :l theory by t1i::. l sin3 the i"ollowini:; p1•01)lmis-. The 

J'i::..eao1•etie order of the books- ot th~ Prophets a.no thts FAgiog

t-~~ d.!-!fors r r oirt t.het or thB T~d. The Talmud contains 

r~ad!ncs wh1.ch d.1.!'f or~ rrr:im t h& Me.ssoretic text. P:r!vat& 

cod!co. ere :?t variance with the tilns::ioreti c te."":t . Mau.orites 

Ben Asher .:ind .Bt1n Naf't '.111 diffar. Tho easay however, doe.s 

not offer a. solution. lt only shows th.3.t the sources lnd1cato 

tho ~ss1bi11ty of an unsettl ed text a.s lttte a.a the ninth 

century CE. 

Therefore, t he ;>ti.par conclndos w1 th the '.t'ema:r:k, 11Tho 

Massorah require a rurther invest 1s:at1 on'! 
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DiTRODTICTIOJI 

The MASSORAR is the te chn1ca1 epn11:rstu-s which describes 

nnd de termines the extA:t·ruU tonn of the Hebrew Bible . It is 

the "";Jrorluct ot o,rer t.en cont Urie$. .and the re::1ul t or various 

ini'lU!!!noe:s .. Hence , lt ,.F fl va,et 1"1eld 0£ ~tudy. 

Wo ~hall i n th.1:i o.ua,y rlM·.1 only with a very small portion 

('If th.i..t :-tl\3-SOru\.H, tht! o-'!.?>17 "Rabbinic period (though it too can 

be t1,.vitif"d inti) vc.r 1on$ cnt11goritlls ) . 

Otis nr tha r""i.&in ohs~cles which confronts the h.it1tor1.e.n 

of th'!- :tl\5S0Mii 1:! 1,hu nnture of t.he. !econdar y literature. 

Very few sch~la.i:·s luwe written wb3.t mny be cnlled C0.11'.preOenslvo 

Ol" even eln.borate histories ot the MASSORAH. Tho Stl.lt;.ient l!EllSt 

"rel y O!'\ T'~li::t1vely bl"'ier !i!I't:.icles or le.hours d.eo.llng w!tP 

3"0Bciric .subjecta; he must .fir-~t collate s11ch _holated seg

ment.s of 1.nfonlt!l-tlon, and only then proceed to vrtte his 

history-. Thi!! the Mc.den• will flnd. q,u.ito evident uhen ho res,ds 

this a:uay. 

The es6ay !!lsks w'bothe r or not there existed a socond. 

century CB . textus receptua or the .Hebrew .Bible? lfuo..t were 

th& cond.1 tions twit crestod the need 'for a uniform toxt? 

What -activities did th.e Soi'erlm or Rabbis engage 1n ','b.on they 

establiahed the un1fOI'111 text? 

When these proble::ua are den1t wi.1;.:b -we shall notice ~hat. 

A) evcm though certain sources 1nd1ca te a second century 

CE. llebrew ~ receptus there is avidence that the 
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H•brell text vaa not a \U'\ltora tex t until about the 

nJ..r,.th century a . 

8) t~e s1gn1tlcence ot t ~& o.ctlvtty ot the Sot erim, 

la , cene:rall7, W\knovn to ua and can, therefore, 

not b• uaM •• e•ideT'!Ct tor u,a earl7 eatabl1•burlt. 

or a 11n.1tom a11thoritat1ve Hebrew text. 



1 . 

11Moses received tbc Torllh on Sinai , and handed .it down 

to Joshua ; J'oahua to the eldara; tho elders to tho prophets; 

and. tho proph!Sts to the men of the G~a.t Synagogue . 0 (1.J 

'th.is Tll.Jlnft itic source pr&sants in one sentence the complete 

trad1.t1onal hhto:-y or the: Pl}ntatciuehal te~t. 

For aupt,ort tradi.tlons.l h1stocy offera the text. o:t 

Deuteronomy 4.. 2 . There we r ead, 11Ye shall not add Wlto tho. 

word which I command you, nc1 ther shtl,ll ye dJtn:lnisb Irom it,. 

that ye tn.a.1 kee'P the coromandments of tho Lord your God whic.b. 

I cor.mia.na you. '' This co~rto.ndznent Ju~t1!'1ed the creation of' 

ion acceoted and t!nl'lltal.·abla Biblical text".. It is d1tt1cu1t 

t o !'lay \rlhether or not the Oauteronomic legislation was sti-1ct

ly observed. Philo says, '14nd though .many y ears .have passed., 

l cannot tell the exact number, but .more ~b.an two tbousacd, 

the Jows have nevor altered ono word ot what was written b;r 

V.oses. 11 {2) Josephus states , 11Dur1ng .so many age:! as he.Va 

elapsed no one bas been so bold a.s to add @yth1ng to the. 

'b'Ord:: or Scripture o r to take rmything therofr-o~. 0 
( 3) Fro',Jn 

th.is Le:stim.ony we ma,y conclude that 1n t;h8 ti»ie of Philo 

and Jo5ephus tho Biblical toxt, pNJbf\bly the ono we now 

possoss, waa accopttid as authoritative and 9,:':1 s. boolt never 

tampered with or to be tOJJ:rpored with by man. 

On tho other hand, modem Biblical. scholarship lllS..in,

tains that the .Bib1.1cal text he.:J wid.ergone a great' dea1 or 
revision and e~i t.orlali.:d . .n.g. A c<>rrtpai'i.son o.r tbo books of 



Samuel, Kings and Chronicles: supplie-a evidence that the 

at.orios recount.Cd in these books have bebn a.lt.cred, at one 

time or cnother. (JJ) More sign1t1oant l s the evidence, re

vealed in c:rit:1cl\1 studies 01· the. Bibl e , that the. Pentataucb

(11. text when couspleted was also subjected to tb_e pon or the 

edito!" or rov1ser. (5) 

Two aporoc.chos to 'the Bible ha.ve bocn stated. Which 

a.re we to upho1d? If wo tum to tradition,- by accepting 

Oeuteronom:y 1,:. . 2, Ph.ilo, and Josephus, then, we at-a 1mltlediate

lt confronted wit.b. a seri es of orobl&ms, or ,-;hJ.ch I list only 

a ('ei;, . 

l . The r &adt.ngs .or the txX abd t ,ho 3runaritan prove that 

until the per iod o.f tbe first and eocond centu.r-ies the He.br ew 

te.;x:t was dealt "1th arbit1.·arily. (6) Why, tor OMffiPle-, do we 

find a dev1n.t1on 1.n tM r.x:x and, SEUnar1ten translation of 

Genasis U..1.48 l7) ·whero wo- read, r wv dA°'Tl:t •f~AV' o,s 
,,v II . llli)IH''ot.. El' Tf """ 1'96. r u)rrol,J 

11and he g,rt.be.red a11 the food of tho sevon yeara., in which 

was the p1nnty in the. l and of Egy;pt 11
1 while the Hebr.ew reads, 

I' '?JN <J;/c ~ Y~t,,) ,7,,; '),C,k ,PUb Y,9t, 

"and he gathered U'P all the !ood or the seven yea.r:s ... which 

wero in the land of BgYPt. 11 (8) 

2. The Hebrew 1;ext tro:m whlch the LXX t rane l s.t!on was iude 

exh1b1 ts a large nµmber cf passages in which. the 1'0rde a.re 

othel?Wiso d1V1dod, (9) 
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) . For Oeu.toro1:1runy- a group o.f medieval m.assor1te manuscripts. 

:.tu.died by Bampel, .ai•e traceabl e back to the Samaritan text , 

t:hich d.1.ftE.trs from our massorc,tic text . (10) 

Ji. 81blical quotation$ 1"o'u,ti4 in the Jfow 'r&~temunt, the Book 

or J\,1.billoes., the l1ash Papyrus, and the Isaiah ma.nu.script 

fr0tn the cave di!'fer from tho massoretio text . (11) 

5. 'l'he Cairo Genizn. proved that the phenm!lena or variY.ttt 

reading a were ub1Qui tou3 . (12) 

6 . Loewe ha.s sho..m that variants por.113ted later than the 

eizbtb CjJntury, d.nce Ra.sh1 e.nd ~imoh.l coms:aent on readings 

not .found i.n tho massoretic text. (13, 

'l'heaG are JU!it some ot the problems that- ona oncount:e.rs 

when ho 9.:tamlnes or questions the tro.dittons,l a.pproaeh to the 

h.i.story o:f the, B1b11ca1 consonimta.1 te.xt . 

Of gr-eet importc.nce in dan-:.enatratlns the untenab111 ty 

or tredition, and 1n aiding us propose a ti.ate f o r the grit1ng 

of e. consonantal~~. le t he relationahip th.et" 

oxtsted between the iJOC and au,tbor1tat1ve Rabbtnlc wr1t1nga. 

Megllah 9a and P. ?-:ogilah 1 . 9 :s.tate that the OU was written 

under divine guide.no&, and tha.t 1~ ,was. thl:s divine 1ns:p1:ra.

t 1on tbat eau~,ed_ tbe introd,u.ction or variant;.. 1c/ IJLl\,.a--, 
1 7 !./\i)IJ.3 YK ,.,l'Yh')' "'? ?N/t: /C-!/Jt/ -#!.7/' ,l'('"/t: /~J't :,,__.,, .,.,~., 

,h,, ,;,,J..,.;:, .J).IJ'I"..,, l"JJ,1,1,N ,;,);..,Ii ,.,t!>,,¥ 1t:.IK "'1"~, ,</" ..It!//' ,.J'Jl.r,:,') 

i>'k ,,h /><I!-~ ~""T;1 ff!..r.::1,v ,.'-'/'" ,:y,, {jJ'v• r"',,,,,,, ,,,.,J..,.~ i '>.t,l'rK ,vJt.1 
~ ,:n,.,._ ,; ,~_,.., '/~ µwe, ?nnl 1n ,1c J;, JJA1: o...,~, /::'!_O PH Jy ,,i./ 

J~~~~ll-:;n;;,p AfJI/ (;.~,.,:;;:;,.;JJ:';-,~~~,,1..,✓:,: ,.A~b-:;:;;;;t-;.--:~1::•:.r 
,,.,;,,,-,,-, I'll~ 



The Mek!lta to .C::Xodus 12.U.o rnontio.n., tho varianta bu..t ha.11 

nothing to say .a.bout div ine 1n:spi r et10n. J;cu.1, .!IP ;i,,t,,/NI 

,uJ, l'_,1,k /{,/(. '1,;c_.,I /'rJ.=. r:,,;:p, ,.,,:;>,;;, p,,t;, ')ttc 
'A'J..Af l;JJ).:>b f'/?;::J?~} r, ?/NC ; ) J -/.i)Jb-A,#t'/V "¥N,A:I 

J.!?I ,,, .. MLMC?;J /OR p,,7/,,; ,j /;>JI.;> /R KJI':::, ,;,.f;,1,, 
'h101✓ p17J';,1;;, tl>h' >b/C /,,c,.1,, (./,<> ,>./,/~ ,,.r /,>.A:> 

,;;Ju ..Ill...., 'r.1J,1c1 ,l✓" f'1.t,J1, /'-Id' <J:,)cR/ Jr✓::, 

~ese quotations ;ire not Rc.'bbinic rantt>...aies.. Thuy carry 

on the t:rndltt,on 1nst1tut-e(1 by the Lettor o r Ariateas, circa 

/JO Bue . The ro1101'11ng is a,_ para.phra~e o!' the letter and :roo.da 

ae follow:. . (1~) 1'Arlstcas o Pa.ga,z;i., chief off1cei, o!' ~ha 

gu,orda , Md. f r iend of Ptolemy Ph1l-a.delahus (15,) wrltos tc hia 

brothDt~ Ph.llQC?'(lte~ tba.t ho together with Andreas had been 

dispa.tohed by the k ing a,s runba asa,dora wlth a lott.er to Sleazn.r 

ths high p:•1eist of" JerusRlein to send to .Ale.xendr io. sevent y

t wo ot' the tao.st l e-arned men, .six ot each ~ribe, to translate 

ror tbe Ro1·a1 LibI"ll..i"Y the Divine law out of th& Hebr-ew tnto 

Greek. To secure thl" tavour t':rom the high priest, Ftole.lSIY 

not only 11.be.r:ated l.Q0 , 000 Jewish slavos, whom his .father 

.etol.omy Lago!! carried lli th bim to Egypt, and pnJ.d 660 talents 

to tbeir O"ftlel"s , but" sent t he .foll owing presantn eo 
Jeru,salom ••• , Eleazar dispatched sovonty-two eldol's,, sU ot 

e.acb trice, w1-th a letter to Ptolemy Md a pre:!.ent ot" hla 

O'WTI copy o.r the .W.,-, wl"itten in letter.:, or gold. A.C'teit their 

arrivtl .and being t"easted and t oasted for s even days, during 

which. those t:fldera had to answer seyent-y-two qUestiona, they

were conducted by Dematrius to -Elt S1,1perb maru110n over the 



H.epta stadium, where t hey executed, t he version in exactly 

3evonty-two d.ays , When Oemetr-ius wro&ti lt: cto1,m .fl'CIP1 tber.1 1• 

dictation. Demet-r1us then read the version berore t h e wholo 

assembly or t:he Jews, who declared 1 t to be an exact ancl 

f'ait.h!'u.l tr8.l1Blat1«:m. Wherau?on R copy wa.a ·mac!e o!' it in 

the "Pl"O~enco cC th~ seventy- two tnterprohrg tor tho rule.rs 

o.f thu SY?lABDgue ; a.ni1 the Jews, by the desire or lle.'11;etrius

invoKed an 1f!!'!)recat1on tq,on anyone who should a,t. any time 

make an alteration in the version. It was then re~C over 

to t he king, who w.1u1 -profounclly im.pro.1uec! by t-he subU.nd t-y

of its contents and enqtUreq why the poet.:s and h1stor-1ans 

or other netions did not mon.1.'ion it. To which Pemetriu.s 

~Bp11ed that they dai•od not do 1111 bacau.so the Law is dlvi.ne, 

and that the historian Tbeopompus and the poet Thoodec tos . 

who .att.effl!)ted to lncorpornte it 1n their writings, were 

o.fflictod b1 Ood, the one with the loas or hi~ eenses, and 

the other with tho l os~ of his eyesight.. Whc.n too king 

heard this he wol"shippcd God ••• and. sent to El ua.zf.r ten tabils 

'W'ith silver .feet, And tho apparatu3 ther-eunto, a cup of tbirty. 

talent$, and ten chnngtts of garm~nt s. Thus loaded wit h 

presents the seventy .. two tnterpreters went back t o Jerusalefll.," 

T.ho tradition represented by A?liateas wa,s .:firmly rooted 

in PhiJ.o's day. In tb.e Vita Mosi!IJ' Lib. 2, secttom~ 5 - 1, 

whore it appears , wo read that the Jelts celebrated the da,y 

upon which the translation wa.s complei:ed . Philo, however-JI 

is not alono . Jos ephu:! (16 J almost reproducos the story a a 



6. 
found in the lotter or Arist.ea.~. 

However, wb,en we turn to Ha~eket 56.ftir .Torah (l 7 ) and 

t-lasuket Sotecr1m (18) we w1tn&s·s an attitudt!I diametrically 

O'Oposed to that of t,be above Rabbl!l.ic. and non-Rabbinic 

citations~ We road, 1PiJ.iJ /N./'/.7,b l'!..1/?J .1).b,IN'fld ,/).i, Y# 
f'I~ J/<7L,,j ,JR,// /'I',? ,,',>I -AUi' ,,,✓Jl,> .Jl(C j>h/,> 
J;;, f'tf'-?.n,1d ,,Ji.:,, ,77/.J> ,7..11',?,«:,h, fd>J',> ,,;, ,XIYJb 

.~">..:>?.3 

Aridod to t l"o.1s 1$ the COJmntjnt fo\UJd in Halachot.h Gedoloth 

'l"am'rl.tb Ptint.-od ,9.t the end of MegU.a.t •r& •anit", which reports, 
,,vf...ll ';+'' ,:V -A'..,//,1 .,,?l'.I\J) i),;)...,A./.J .J1N~ ;J..//;t,I~,;, 

, ,,,,,.,, f£ ,o/;-,,f ;:,t,,v , ,,,.-,; ~ ,1 

How can these two conflicting a ttitudes t.owal'd:s tho 

text or thei r..X:X be e.xp1n1ned '? Robe rtson (19) ha.3 _p:r-oposed 

t:hat. th& .I.XX transl.at;lon was made .f1'0:n th~ most author1t-a.-t1'V'e. 

text of its. time. (20) t.a.ter the} LXX te.ll into diat.avour 

:when t he ne w Chr lath.n community accepted it as its ~ 

receptWI . Tho Heb~"' text from whicl:J, the ~ranslation wns 

mo.de was probab ly ignored i n the preparation or the Ma.l!ISONti.c 

text and it is likely that the reading~ of othe.r texts we:re 

preferred,, (21) just because they d1.tfered .from the LXX. (22) 

Therefore, on the 'bna1s ot these quotations "fO can conclude 

that .somewhere between the a.acrJ.ption or di vine au,thor1ty to 

tbe txX .and its being; anatherrtat1:ted, a ~ ~ or t~ 

Hebrew 1'8S established. (23) 



which promoted the Jewish Communit;y to oreate a ~ 

~? 

1 . The te:xtUA1 difft?'onct'lls between tlle LXX. 3.a.JIUU'ito.n, 

not so nm.ch tn thB Pentateuch (24) but in Semuel, Jeremiah, 

Proverbs, .Job, Es t her, Dan.1el, and the duplicate narr ativea, 

(25) wel:'O :10 sreet tba.t they were tho !Jrima.ry ca.use .£or the 

flCtivi t:y of tJ1.e author1tie.a to 1~,ue a uniform text; . (26 ) 

Tha.t is, at the ti.mo of the t-xx. tranBlo.t1.on there -were ma.ny 

copies or the Bibllca.l t ttr.t 1n oxi"fltttnce. This sta te o.r 

arr.,.irs continued on to nbout the ycsar 200 CE when .fina lly 

an eatabl ishsd consonantal t.ert wn.a created 'b;r the p rocess 

or examiniDB manuscripts . (27) 

Harris (28) lends support to t his view by ci ting ~) t ,bo 

-variant I"8a d!.'n,&s or the LXX. and. the sama..r1t,m (29) -and b ) 

Ketubot 106a, P. To 1on1t 4.2, and Soferim 6.4. (30) Thon ho 

proceods to reconst;ruct: the h1.a tor,t of Ute text as t.ollows . 

During t he period or the second Temple there w~s an o!tort 

to cr·este a un1.fo:rm tc.ct . (31) This he supports by the t"act 

recorded in Ketubot 106a that there we.re pald reader s at the 

Temple who revle&d scrolls of the Law. (32) In other words 

the Talmud 1.nf'orms us tbat there were at that tlllle imperfect 

sorollB of' the Law, wl:i1ch had to be corrected by the e~eq,1.ar 

cepy f'ound at the cou~t , ,? '}.$¥" ~ .;>o .. (:33) The exemplar 

was written by the Soferi.ln ().4) and ao,cor4ing to P,. Ta 1 anit 

4. 2. and sorerim 6.4 1t va-e done ~ a.cceptin g only the DJ&.jor1ty 
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read11)6s or tbe three acrolla lit!'tlch wore at tba Teaple . 

Uniforruty, ho'1tever, wa■ not 1!u1t4bl1shed until after the 

destruction or the Temple . Them tho Ral>binic authority waa 

central t.ze.d and cOUld tocu• tta attont.1on on matters ~ pre
cise •?•ll.lng. Pot" examp,16, should t. word have or have not 

the quiescent: lottors . (JS) The nev movement, these concerned 
w-1th the writing or &n authoritative oo.nsonantal 1.ext, racelv•d. 

OS itc loador Rabbi 'AJ?l>ah. (:lb) In hb att""'l>t o•tabl11b a 

uniform tox.t 1 •A~10eh wrkod with throe principloa . Tbo 1'1rat 
\fa.a bl• atre~a OD the lm:Dortance or particles. 07) •~bah•• 

~scond orinctple wa• .,,··u..AJ C"O ..,/'I?~ .. (3,8) Tbo 

third w .. .J\?4,.,J P /, .e,, ~,p,.,J ;o,-:~,. D9> 

Aa to the aeon!n,g of tb• eecond and third pr1nc1ploa 

we have d1ffc?'onou& ot opinion. Barria cla1l:.ia tMt the aecond 
prlnclpJ.e, indicates that the traditional spelling ia tbl!I heclgc:i 

about tho Torah. lla.r'l'13 •M-1••s at the conc1ua1on that 

~ means •tradition' by rore:rrlna to Miebn& Sbe~all.Jn. {ho) 

Luzzatto d1sas;I'ees by cla1rdng that ~ r aally .111eana: 

•sign.a• ( ,t> v,v , ,:, ) (Iµ) ond that the word .!.U!S. atg-
n1.r1oa ~ ~ . (42) 

To detentl.n• the .s1gn1/1cfll\ce ot th& third principl e is 

an .,t1,r6:IU'lJ' 4.1rttc.ul.t ta•k• 61lrr1s b6lleYea thAt ,O/c /I' 
usually moans t.bot •t hero 1a a wall grounded r oo.1on •, wh1ch ho 

derive• from Mlshna Nega ' iJD l . 5. whore f'I/G 1• the sui.e 

corvoapond to 

Purthar.oore, the word• ,I&? I'"' ond JIUJ~ 

191' and ;:u-"j re•p•~ttvely. 
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'lborerore, the thJ.rd principle la to be translated as •• 
halaka can eltber be baaed on the generally r eeo1ved pro

nunc1at1on or tha word Ol" tho halaka. fl'JUet con.form to th& 

traditiona.l, cotiaono.nta1 apolling of tho sc.ribee •. (la.J) 
There were t;i,mes vhen '~b•b ba!Sed his exeges1ca on con

.sonantal apelltng t1nd it iu t.o this oxcoptiona1- procedure that 

the 111axlm re.!'ora , Por oxvtpl.o,r>!A.:>f1 ,0../l~ ,'-./tA: -'-Nt: • [44) 

k&ppaport i)roposes .an ontirely dit!ere.nt meaning to the 

third principle. O,S) Ho JU1nta1ns tha t ,P/G oi11,n.l..!'1•• tho 

~ ~ and, therefore, t,b.e -principle Ill.let. be tr-.na
la t ed as ' we 1"11.1at be i;uided by t-he preu,nce or t.bsence ot the 

quieocent l ettera 1n the accooted pronu.nGiatlon ; by their 

orese.nco or abaenoe 1D the coneonantal spelling' • 

Hlrachfield (1,6 ) hoHa tbAt s1nca 

the 1'1'14x1m ref'er• to the word which cont.o1ne 01· involves th8 

correct~-

Luzz~tto (47) 1a or the opinion t.bat ./1'4,.,J l"/C 1;, 

aign1.t"1011 the roa1on tor the s1g113 that have beon banded dow 

to us 1n regu-d to full and do.tectiv• apoll1ng. 

Moi•deoai Plunglan (b.8 ) olaima that. a1nco ~ is 

derived. / re:::. '"IC 1n Ezech1&1 20 . )7 the st•to;:ent ,P/e- ~, 

Jrwf means that to oxplairt • word you are guided bJ the con--

text and t.bat ~ ,p,v J /'IC I)/ moM• o,mound1.ng a_ 

vord 'by 1 t:ielt v1tbout rorer e neo to the context. 
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Thu.a, by •an• ot Ta.l&udtc e..-1.d.eno•• by -=eana o C tbe 
'l.1lr1■nta ln the LXX ,rxt iiR..'"M1"1 t■o. it 111 almost WUve ha.ll'J 

Con.clu.dod tha t- a ~ roouptua wa,:1 w.rttten b<>tween tho oloao 
of the fir:st or the COJinenee.'lcnt or tho :second centl&riea. (49 

T:.->ro ls more ovidenco that .rlll r•t&r us back to thi• 
date. In the t.o:ct. from p}/>" ,;70 (50) wo read 

J~p1,, ,,.,~ ,,Jv t✓"' ,J;k /~K,9 ,,,,,,.,.e, N.,;, ,n,,,,.,,,> 
K7K -,, t<7K -:w Bi>"_ /'~'✓>',,.,e, '7,., ,1;:,1,.t- ,./;:,;:,;, ,>vn, ...,.., 

l'C'.3/,~,l, /r✓/./K,> ,,,._ _,.?b ,....,,,.,,..,_.. 'Jr,~ 11Yb N>/K-" ,,,n 
;:,JEt,, '/?N/V />,,ub /. ~,.., /e7/e 1?1 ,,<_,,,,_,,,,.,n 7 ,- ,.,.,.~,._,,,.., 

. •1.:,1 .,,..,,,., 1,vk,» J:oN,f .1~,~, ~,1r;v 

'Iha Ru.rue eltcd t.,, the text 11 T. f\.nniua Ru.ru.s, oallod by 

tbe R&bb1s Turnua Q l" Tyran.nut Rurua. 1J5 OE., who tougbt 

ag,a.lnat Bat- CochbA . T"ne B&v Hnttruna in tho (iUot..tton ia 

re.Cerrod to 1..n P. Ta ' anit h . 2 a.s a teacher cf ilible a.nd con

teoroorary t,o YehUd.oh tlle P1•1noe, 170 ... 217 o~. 

At le..ust. one acholar ha• raised an objection to th1• 

cit■ t.1on as evldnncc. Greota is of the op1nlon that the 

t ia~t 111 a fa'br1co.t1on or the XRra1 t ea. (.~l) 

2 . A second raeto.r vb1cb creat&d • ueed ror a un.1.rona 

text it the fact that thb Bible wa.s ths source ot .authority 
tor the ruling power. Tbarot-el'e , it ya s nocesaa1"f tor tlla 

?"Ulins J)O\i'•r to b&ve tha eclitton of t ho Bl.ble that it pre

ferred . Tho ruler• of l s r ael at that time dittored ,in their 

alla.g1ancea, -re■ultlng in th& eanon1zot1on or various te~te. 

Alexander Janna! wa.• a S&dduoee; Salow:ie • Phar1aee;: 
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Ari■tobu.lus 2 • Sadducee; Ryrc1.m1s a Pharisee. 1'ach of' the•• 
rubra atorn!ar<11&ed a text . (Sl?) 

'tboro 1s an obJect1on to the view that Pharleean and 

Sadducean BJbl•• varied 1n their readinga. (53) 

3. ii:cucotton necesaitat-ed a \lni.torm text. Ctrca 80 
BC:t., ::lh1ni 1on be.n Shet.al) eatt.'bl1abed the Ci:-st public school. 

P. K.etUl>ot 8 . 2 (S4) state■ that a Ch.1.ld sixteen 7oara ot a,go 

an<! ovM~ mu.st attend school . M.ishnB rAbot demand• that ovory

bodr rnad the 811:>lo . (55) Jote'Ohus tells us that the pr1noi

o1ll caN o.r the Jewa ls th• oducatlon o~ their children. (56) 

It r:oulct, thererore1 be netu:ral 1:0 a.aoum& that the•• con
d1tion1 required e uni.form t•xt. (57) 

t,. The oxto.n111ve usa or the Paalto::- 1n th• !Ol'.2J)le 

3ervice denumdod a un.ttorm toxt. (58) 

S. !'he reading o! tho Pentateuch in me .-ynagogue n

qu.ired « ltnifom text . (S9) The Bible waa divtdod into 

annual and triann.lal p•ricopos . (bO) lfi•hna !logihh 11 . 4 (bl) 
divides the p0rtion to be r•ad . The M1ahna ouat t.h•re.fore 

ass.tDDo that the 1me pertlon was read in 1111. aynagogutut, and 

such on a.3sumption must _preeuppos" a unitorm text . Tha_t 

aucb road.ln,gs "•r• ca.rr-164 on in the syna.gogqe 11 attested 

to .in Acts (62) and 1n Josephus. (63) 

To conclude , a ~ -raceptus mwJt ha.Ve beon written 

3omewheN during tho t'irst end early part o!' the second 
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century of the COfflJl'.on era, but exactly when, ::i,ehol&r:s do 

not agr,ee. 

'rho task or establ1sh.1n.g a ~ ~ tell to tho 

Soforim.. (61,a ) The duties of the Soi'cr ere f'irst mention!!ld 

in Js romia.h 6. 8 (05) and thoy extencled into the t.imo or Szre . 

(66 ) Lnter th!l Sofe1-1rn are d.escr1bed. as counters ot woN.s 

n.ntl d eb-emtn(lra or the correct h.itt. {67) 

Al though the Soforim accepted only tho majority reading 

{68) they did not eestro1 the lllinortty V4l'1ant. Prom Jo!epb\18 

(Q9) we loam that V&soadnn removed n scroll .from the Te·mplu 

and daposited it in his pa.lace . Somo'timu about 220 or tha 

comnion era, Severus bull t 3, synagogue at flomo and ho gave the 

e,c-roll to the Jc,;,,:) or Rome . In thia scroll there is con

ta.1.ned a list of va.riant:s. 'rh!a l.iat is duplicated 1n tbe 

:Poria lfot.io'nal Library. (?0} In t ho lis t w-e r ead K'JVO;;J ;~J;c 
,>.i/J,! /.:t,7/ '#/7R />.:J.ft ll'/C l /C./11),>'C ,_,,,.:7 /'i>U\J //,77 
/C/,¥1/ , 11 ..,n/,;,!.A/ ..A/'./1//C '/../II~ tJl?'l'Y ,<.Jl/,/J.:>~ /<i+'/.A..&>I 

,/../~ ?N'K-1/ /.✓,,-,,N ,?7:.'>//~ /?13 P'/# 

F'or adcli tional variants I rerer the read&r to Giruiburg ta 

Hasson.h, letter ~o1', 6482, 1/i,BJ, Vol . ~. page 54. 

Anoth<n,. list 1.s pubUshed in the Mi.Crash or Rabbi Moaes 

Ha.d-ds.rshan at NB...l\bonne. Thi:i l18t contains 32 varta.nt.:J .t'rom 

a copy of the Pent-Et. t ouch taken by the Ro.uane . (71) 

We have att6l'!Jpted to establish a d$te for the -,.-r1·t1ug o$ 

._ c.on:so!l'1}·to.1 ~ raeeptua. We concluded tha,t somewheM 
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between the otullng or the t1rst and commonce.ment o.r the 

second contur1es CE. fJ. group or n.en ca.lle~ Sote~bn set; down 

i n wrj ting a consonantal taxt. We a.l:!!.o saw that these men 

c Rrrie d on their, \fork bl' oollat i.ng, according to the 'l'a.llnqd, 

th:-ee maru.\scr1pts and then accepted tbe ma.jori ty 1"1oading
1 

whe rever differences occured . The variants w~re not destroyed 

but were, a.:i Ginsburg rnatntaim, , (72) preservad in separate 

l.1sts. 

}iowe.ve.~, the work of the Soferim ·.;as not. completed with 

tho r.i~re -porusal of' manuscripts a.no the a.ccoptance of a 

r.sajoritt. On the ctmtrnry, as l.'C shall pr&sontly obsorva, 

the i..r work was a l.so concerned with textual emendations, vor-ae, 

38ct1on and book dlvlsion, tttc •• 

Two or thD earliest' terms ln ccnnect1on with tbe activity 

or the :,crtbes aru Hilptra So:ferim and 1 I~r Soferim.. (73) 

The Talmud mentions those ca..T1on3 in Neda.rim 37b. (74) 1-U~era 

Soferi.m 1s concerned with tho pronunciation 0£ certain .fot'?.!1.8 

a.nd there is no difference or oJ)inion betwe&n tbe :schools 

or t hei Biblical redactors . (75) 'l!o th8 Go.onim Ni~era Soter1.m. 

signified vowel cb8nge5 in pause or e.J"ter the article~ (76) 

It is , tharefore , -sa!'P to say- that MLI;era Sofel'l.m cozmote:t.l! 

the !'ixatlon of pronunciation •. 

'Itur soferim is Rlso r.ientioned J.n Nedar1m 3'(b. (77) 

It directly e..t'fects the text because .it demands that ""- llOrd 

'mu.st- not be ..read with the ,!!!. conaecuti've. (78) It may bi 
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trnlt t h a • I~ur Soterim wns the product of a .uact:1.on ega1nat 

tbe LXX end Sam..1.r1 tan texts b&cause wberever tho • I~ur 

Sor o.rim demand:3 thti.t a. word be read without the .!!Y con

secutive the LXX imd Sa.m.ar1ta.n rBaa. 1t: with a .!!!: consocutiv·o . 

(79) tlei 1' d oes not a ccapt tht.:, v1ew ahd ~ays that t h e 'ltur 

Soterit:1 is t}',...e ret:ioval o.r .i lett 1Jr consider ~d an 1.rulcr ti:n 

of the unskillf\11. (80) ts it t hen possible. that ,rr,ur 

So!'6rim t"nlls under the catogory of Kstib and '?'-l"1 ? Levio.s, 

in the J ewish Bncycl:;:ipcdia, says that it i s po~-sible bu.f. doas 

not eorl!'IIH him••lf . (61 ) 

A third trace 0£ t he early labou.rs ot t he- So,!'erim, 

noted only by sobob.r s .!!l ~ , is the doubt expressed 

whuth~r ono mu:3 t con~ l:.MJ.e words with the preceding or .sub

.saquont ela.usc . {82) The paasage2 Ust od art. .JI/Cl/ 1n 

Genesis 4, 7 ; f' Y#l,.:J Gonosl3 34, 7; ;;,/7/,/ Bxod11a r/ .9; 

Pl ?;?lf/# Exodus 24 , )4; PJ'I Deuterono"'Y 31, 16, '!hose 

words a r e also u..entioned in Yoma 52a , b; Shabat JOb; Bere'.sbit 

Rabah 80,S; Shir Hashir.lJ:l JW>ah l . 7; TanJ;uma .Be•halal: 26, 

~sign 6b mentions tbe five and adds Exodus 24.5, while .P. 

1Abodah ~rah 2 . 7 mentions the five tmd adds 

Gonosis 1.9 , 7 • 

'?/?/C 1n 

.A .rourth cype of lAOOu11, c:r-itica.l i n nature, 1 s the 

'l'ikuno Soferlm. Poculi-arly, ~e S.Of&rim 1a not lllent:ionad 

l.n, the TnllilUd [SJ) but onl-:, .in the Mldraah, (84) Buhl main

tains that- tikUne so;feMm means an improved reading. (85) 
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Weir .!ta.te!'.l that lt Sicnif1es an intentional. ehango in_ the 

text dictated 'by a 3onse of pro:s>rLcty. (86) 'that, it& t.o .:aay., 

tho T1~e Sofe:r1~ departs rrom the text in ord,er to aubsti

r:ute moN :rertned e.xpr"~s1ons and to avoid e.nthropomo~hlams 

n.nd anthropopnthlsms . {87j 1.\.1..rthel'fllOre,. this dop&rtu:ro 1.s 

done on the basis of grarona,r .and logic , (86) Wu.rthwttin 

11.IM ts the T1).rune Soter1m to correetion:i 1n tl"it! consonantal 

t:oxt which remove ob jectiO:?aJ!la atat;eumnt~ to Goa.. f89) 

Levins , in the Jru,1s h i:neycl.01>edio., (90) holds that 1'~11 

So.fer1l7.I slgnltles A) l'omoval of unseemly oxy?"esdon3 1n r e 

fo:r-once to Got\, (91) B) "Che s.a.f&guardina oC the tetra

s rarnm.aton by s ubstituting 1.Elobim for "YllVH, (92) and bl" al

ter-s.tlons. in theopboroua nnmes, (93) C) the rornoval of the 

application or f.s.loci gods to YHVH, (94) D} :sa.!"ogue.rding tho 

unit'y or divi n~ worship at .T&?'Usa,lcm. (95) Others cl.[U.Jll 

that the Ti½Une sorerin:J is not a Rabbinic emendation but llll 

!. 'Pr.ior1 por1phrca1s. or the author himself aJ"tcr the ma.nnel' 

of the Sohrlm or stylists . (96) Noldoko, (97) Pinsker, (98) 

noifmann, (99) Frankel, (100) Geiger (101) cloim that the 

'l11~e Soferi m arc a recollccUon that ancient r-ecensions, 

dt,.rf.er from tho later o!!'icial t ext . Barria (102.) says th,J.1; 

tho T~e So.t'erirn 2:re of g reat .antlquj. t)"; they a.re altera

tions inserted into the body ot the text; th6y aro nbt ltko 

the \{er.i -and. Kctiba Finally, aame3 (.103) hae p~ounded 

the theory tl:ui t sin co re,feronee to the !Pi~e Sofer1m can be 

round only' 1n the lfidrash, 1t 1:a, thereto.re~ only !'elated to 
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exegesis and not ta text criticiam. (loJi) 

A problem e.x.ista a.s to '!(ho created the 'l'.'i~e .Sof eriRI. 

The. ELbove mentioned K1dr aahiro. claim that the men of' tho Groat 

Synagoguo 1nst1tut-(3d. then:i .. (105) Maasoretic wo.rlcs have ascrib

ed the or1s1n to Ezra, to EZJ\s. and 1fehem1a, to E~ra and the 

::iOfe~itn1 qnd to Ezra,, llehei:dn, Zecharaia, Haggai and Ba,I,'t\ch. 

( 106) 

D1fferenco or opinion o.xJ.sta a.a to the nuntber of Ti~e 

Sot'erim. The Hekilta on Bltodus 15. 7 lists eloven. (107) 

Tho Yallp.l.t Sh1mon.t on Exodus 1.$. 7 , #247 is s.lrloat 1d.6nt1ca.J. 

to the J.iek1lta. (l08) S1.!'re p.dducen seven instances . (109) 

The '!'~urn.a on Sxodus lS. 7 contains six more 1:nata.ncea. (lJ.O) 

~sir lists a totAl or 1:;i,rt,een. (111) Prophlat Dui-nn :f.n his 

Ma 1asse Ephod numtlen:, r1rteen. (.1.1.~) Finall}', tbe St . Pete:rs

burc co~ex of 916 CE. mentiorts eit:hh:en 1JJ. the Mas.sol'ah P!ll"Va 

on 3zechicl 8 .;.7 a.nd eighteen 1n the Mas·sorah .Parva on 

Zecharn.ia l .12. (113) 

Tho ~ Extraordinaria or the dottod words are al.ao 

shrouded in obscurity. Tbe result .ia that very many theories 

have arisen dealing with the dots. One case is m.ont1onad in 

Mishna Pesabim 9 . 2. {1.14) 1'he Sifre on numbers 9 .10 enumerates 

ten such qe~u.rence.s (ll.S) -wb:1.le the boraytn in 3erakot 4a 
.mentions the onl.y case in the Hagiog-re.-pha. (116) Pour 0th.ere 

are £ound in th• :Prophet• , (117) 

"It baa been proposed that o..f'ter t.be- manuscript:. WO?!& 
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collot6 d the dots •,rnre insorted to indic:1.te that a lofO'l'd of! 

letters W-B?"e t o. ba found 1n so::ie conies and not in other s, 

&here.fore, w:irnl nei t he. reader t o be cautious. (118) rt has 

g].so becm ~ro::iosed tha t the dots 1nfomed t he scribe tha,t 

t.heise words ..,t2'!'e to be l't!'t n,i ned , 0 19) Harl'is is load to this 

inr~ronce l>ocau~e o r tho roUowt ng evldonce : - A) t ho analogo~a 

.sinni.ric~noe o!' such point-5 i n 3aJJ1arita.n manu sc:t'1pta; a) rnan,y 

t,f the words r,o!nte<J in tho Hebrew Sc1•iptu.re nro act~l ly 

w,nting 1n th9 oldest eanu scriµta 1 nQlllely, tha LXX, t he S7riac, 

'1.hQ tho S!ln.nritan . (l?O) 

A :1~con<l th~ory th!lt has bean offerod 1'!1%:1ntclns that. tho 

dote ! hdicr.te & scribal C\rror ,md. that- the dotted words or 

l ~tt!;'l'.$ a r e , th'lrefor e·, to be Olflitted. (121) Lev1e..a i n t he 

.Tew1sh Encycl o-ped.h .. , baa ob jec t ed to the a1'ore.·1umti oned 

theories, U 22) on the bnsis thnt thl) majol"1,ty rei,dJ.ng8 would 

h.Q.ve decided whether a word ..-as d oubt ful or not. Secondly ., 

u· the words indicated e c11ibal &rN>rs then the llOrd or worde 

concet-ned would hove eo:ne under t he c.ategory ot Ketlb end 

~er1. (123) Ho·wevor, there i=ia.y be. a wne t:ruth to thet theory 

which state s that the dots indic a t ed the necessity to omit_. 

Oe.cau.s.e .it hes been proved, a !!J tu, o..3 Greek and "Latin paleog.

r c.phy 18 concerned, t h&t dot s above word!l- -1nd.1cate erasure:, 

or the need for omies!on. (124) At this 'Point i.t 1-s, 1nter

e.st1ng to note, .as auhl- bas shown, ().25) th.at two wordo d.1a

ting111sbed by the: .Punctua ~trao:tdina.rio. 1n Ezechle1 !µ..20 

and h6.22 have not be~m t1'ans:latod in the ~- So 
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t oo /n,7 o , of Oone-,i,s JJ. L. 1a wenting in :Jevera.l man~ac.ripts 

or t he LJCX. (1.26) 

A bhi.l'<I theory , stated 1n 'Abot do Rnbi Natan, (127) 

,snri an,-udbar Rabah (128) and recoi;nho<! by Ewald, (129) 

Geis er, (130) Sohor,., (131) and Ginsburg (132) is tlutt the dot""'d 

wo:-i.::i are ::ipu.,.l')us • . (1.33) 

The J":':wi~h EncyclC'lptJd.ia (13li,) otf ers a tourth ~ .f1,f'th 

theO~/J and adds t hs.t ea.ch 1s of o~u.a.l probability. 'l'he 

first ronint.a.in:!I that th1t ri<'lts R..l"o rnneJ!IOntc devicfts in.d.1oa.t1.ng 

honilet!cel exclan,Ei,t1ons . The socond s t.ntes that the dots 

a.re. olaced 2..bove letter 3 and wol'd3 to g,.urd aco1ns:t omis sion 

or text: ole~ents by copyisi t:, which at tir::it gla?leo or- aft:or 

corrmc.r!:..on w1 th p3rallel passages see,ced to bo s.upe:rfluous . 

Wi e r (135) and Hert-is (1)6) have of.fored dates -ro:r the 

i ntroduction of the dots. They base it on the statement iD 

Si fre. Since t lte Sifre gives t he t'l"ad1tional explanation, 

11.nO :!11no1J the SiJ:re i -s almos t contemporary to the M111hna J.n 

it.s e,c.rlier recension, (lJN therefore, the origin or the dots 

b:lUst be someti.ma during the period bet~een tbe en:d or the 

first ct:mtury BCS. a.no tho first centu.ry CB. 

A pecu..Ua r i t'! 1n 'the outward ::ppoarance of th.e Robrew 

text is the inverted _!!$!. -it is m,ent!oned ln Sh.:fbat. 115b, 

(138 ) •Abot de Rabi Nat•n, (139) sure, (140) sororil1>, 

Bore •s hit Rabo.h, (142) Vay1kra Rabah, (143) an~ Yalkut 
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IUO!iley . CJ.W.) Gelger, (11.S) ![Ahle and Blau secol'din4 to 

Wul'i:lr4eln (lll6 l be11&VQ t'!vt tbai 1.nverhO ~ i n con cerned 

'fi th thlJ pos! t'lon or the re) 1tvo.nt ve rse• . Buhl., (l.4 7) 

K:rause (lh.8) $:i:y thar the 1n·nrt ed ~ 1, the product ot 
te,-;t;ual cM ticJ:11~. Gin:.bu>-g tlh9) and \fo1t" (I.SO} &CC-!!pt 

wl-in t the aror hr"@:ntl,;,ned a~holar a have sai d but :idd tha t t.h e 

1'1V<:.rted ~ t.oka1 the r;~c, or w.od~~ bnelcfl!'ts to r.zr k: t hat 
-;.h,::. -t:11'3'!,.,,.s thtts bracl<.eted are t,., be tf':.ns1>0s ed . (1Sl ) 

t.h • l'l"t• .... :~ !:!!.!.!, ·~ .,,,-,!Jera l?. JS ln!'onu th4'- r e3(ler tMt 

it. ia c ro.r:r"IDt or th .. bo?k r.ifl'nt1oned 1n Nwnbe r s 21 . l.4. (lSJ) 

Howe \·..,,.., •~rr:is 1011, ssy that. the inverted !!!!!!_ in P1a lm 117 • 

.?'}- .!l d . .;n'r!e.■ t.h:.t verses 2J· ll r.:ust be plit.ced betwe&n 

, .. r-see )2 dDd )~ . (lSld Only t\eN saya be is tho Sitre correet . 

l!c.nbu.rsar, wnon t r eating t he .inve r ted ~ USS) clai.cn.s 

that beoe1•3e the 1«>rd ~ 11 used ! t ::suat be pl•cod 1n t he 

c:a.teaory or t he punctua extraordinuts.. 

The tnvert6d m!!? can be d•t ed. Vl!!lr?" e&rl:r becau•• i c is 

cited In the Sifre. (156 l 

Stil l another p aculi.arity 1n tho exte rnal t orm ot the 

t ( • ,,,JJ\ •r •11c ) Hebrew t ext 1a the , usp l!!lnded l ot. er .,, , .,, ..,, 

l oc•t•d In Judges 18 . 30 , Job 38. 1 3, p .. 1.n 80.J.4, IIUmbera ~.12. 
Vary t ew have- co:1101onted on th1:s peculial"i ~y , and whOevor rlooo 

t reat i t , rende :-11 a cll!!'er&nt opinion tor eecb. ca••• '!'be 

Jewish Sncycl opod!a (lS7 l H)'O tha~ as far as Judgu 18.JO 1• 
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conce rned the "U 

· .. Spj}~ded ill!!! !i a co.rrection of the orig.1.na.l 

!nOBheh out or revor-cnce . (15'8 ) !:lat-rit; (lS9) says t.ht:l.t the 

suspe!tdee. ~ in Jndgep 18. 30 indicates tho wicert ::i.inty of 

the ~cr1be, .for the T3r8UJ! and LXX ?'9fHi manaaheh while 

::.i,.ron11m~s r ea.ds mosh""h. ---

",in::bn.rg exnlat..n-, Job J8.13,15 as an o:r-t hoGra_phico.l 

nrobl<'t-1, :160) while !krr!s 'Statea that it 111 _,_ cor:rec tion. 

(161) !!~rris 1 View is :Juo~or-ted by w. Rllberts.on Smith. (162) 

(P!~:rlt l:il;lour of the sorcrim., Ms escaped the ngti ce of a 

nts.Jor1e---.r er schol :?.)•~ . (l6J ) The ,:;et~ h n c.h1et division 

()~4) ~n d ts or two fom• . 1165) Th• !ir•t begins -wJ.Ch a 

full J 1.ne ::.nd 1s indic~t'31d. by the prevl0us lino bei ng left 

u.n.finish erl , the snace boina eqtta.l to throe tr1llteral ltOrde. 

The second t ,-c,o i :s tho blank which exists between a completed 

line end ~'\ new l i ne. The ~ i s 11 cubdi vision (166) and 

can e.?pear in two fom3. (167) The first type begin3 with 

an i ndented line evon i t' the r,rev1oua line i s finished or 

unt1.n1shed . '1'".ne second tp.ie occur$ when e.ttor the previous 

section bas ended .1.n the tl".iddle at o. line the prescribed. 

vacant space mus t be lo.ft after it ~d the first word or word.s 

or the c l os~d secti on begin e.t t he end of the s3me line . In 

short the second is rscognized by a breU .in the middl tt or 

the same .line. 



Harris points out tha.t 
21 , 

the tietUhah. passagoa a.re 'l'ead on 

certs.in occ3-sions, or compri si, various iln;)ortant (.p•oup s of 

lc.ws. or are- -pa.ssages. which have Llil elov~ttng or pl easing et.foot 

u ,..,O!'l: the "?'ea.der. The Set\U"1Qb pa.!Sse.ges are d.ispl-1,111.sing, tor 

o4,;:arrole, thl!?l death or J\aronta :icina and the. death or Moses . (168) 

!1ocltstnt!tAr {]69} theorizes that t1etuhah indicates o --.-
ru:.r~tive f:'1)11' s '00.fle &ncient so1_lrce, while the .setumah me~.n:s 

n. cho!'~e or $u~ ject. 

'me Slfr~ (170} C::ills these- .!:nt.ervab pe:.~os and t hey 

!J.TI!! frequentl.y mentioned in ti.he M.lshna as pa:-ashah. (171) 

~ {172) demand!! th.:it the dlst1nct1.on botwoon opem :md 

closed .sections be strictly ob,erved. 1,.'he intent or tho ps.:r-a 

fl':?;~h1ng according to P. l<eg1Ua 4. 1-, which trace a t-he sec

tions back to Mo:ses. And the Sitra 1 . 9 is that the reader 

bt, giv~n fl. t·est in order t)lat he may J-eflP.o-t upon the content 

or the on-,sage . 

The open and closed seet10.11s a.re eno1ent. Th.is is re

.fleeted in Bera.kot 12b, Shs.bnt lOJb, P~ Megilah 7lb, Acta 

15. 21 .. Berak'ot -etates that the sections were introduced 

by 11oses. (173) Added to this 1• t he P. Meg!1eh p•••as•. (i74) 

Furthermore , tbf!J feet" that manuscripts, ,,,-1th iJlight oxception 

exhibit unitor;n.ity 1:n the Pentateuch and :not in tbe Prophot'a 

and tbe Ha.giognpb-11-; the f a(:t tb.a.t" in tho manuacrlpts wfl have 

lists exhibitin g catcb~on!S or the s ections in the Pentat euch 

and not 1n the prophets and Ita:giogrepha .JJJtJ..1 serve- aa a .:proor 
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tb,,:1.t the Open and c)oaecj section3 al"e very o1d., possibl y g oing 

back to a t ime. when ·the Penta.teuc.h alone 14a:s -the lU.1.n concern 

or the Soferim, (175 J 

At rtl'st these int~r-val:t were not, ma!'ked bu.t l s.t~r they 

\lero de.siznated b1 the let t ers '9 and o . (176) 

The nnrsW.yot •r&l"'e not the only sectional divisions . 

_, ~l!IQQn(l Cln:ss of ae,;t!on~l d1vis!on are the ~ , ~t\ich, 

,tr"lr-:e. the op~n !l.Jl(l closed ,3ection~, sre UOl!Ul.rkeC.. {177} 

'I'hf'orio.r '178) has sboYn thc.t thay are litul"gical divi,dons . 

At. th!! '\•p..ry s::"1"~ timo Theodor, (179> Dorenbou?"g, {160) 

Weir, (l~l ) F'riedmonn, (182) lw.ppaport, (18J) Solomon 

Schoct6r, (1~41 Horris , (185) G1noburg (186) mi.nt.1n that 

the~ are COMt:1Cted wt.th the triennial cycle . (187} 

J . a ru11 (168) has proposed t hat· the or-1gtn or the 

~ f s not 11 tvl.'g.! e2l. The $9dari.m o f the entire Bible. 

sn.ys he, e;,:ce;>t the )fo·snot, were cre.:it&d .tor daily study . 

Thus the a,:prss-f'lion /C? l" /'✓o;J 1.n Sha.bat .l52a, Uiib> 

end Yoms 87-a refers spocif'1ca.lly to these sed.c.rim. (l89) 

l-le ho.ve o.lre::.dy me:nt,ioned that ~ nUP.erica.l mnssorM 

was developed quite esrl,-, obout the !!&c.ond century- by t he 

Rabbie or Soferirl. (190) Suoh en a,etivity p !'e~upyoselJ the 

countiT1g of' verses, wor ds, nnd lett er s . 

Tttere .18 one pro -Tclnnid1c proof .tor t ho exis tence of 

Ve)?se. Qiv.ia ion. This i ~ evi-dencttd i n the a l phab.et.ical 
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r-ortions of scrioture lofbich show a consciouonfJs3 of a. division 

in Speeeh. (191) P:;allns 111, :md ) 12 are p:roof tor the pr1m

it1v~ n:itu:re or the halt v""r!e. {192) Pstl.hs 25, 34, 119, 

arid Lanent t?tiona 1-J.i e ,:.nibit the short vors"!ls and the sym

t1'Jt.r!-::z1 h!t.lr ver-se. (19.3) This division into vcrso3 is not 

the nr ,:,d,.\c t "t tJ-.1eoln5 1c:al knowledge but o'rigino.tes 1n t;h" 

tho,u,-.l\t e.~d speech or t h" ::i.ncient Hebrew~. w1 th t his Blau 

ct:"'cl u ~ea t'.h c.t st..n::::e .such dt v1doh doe• appear in poet'ey 1t-

! s 81'lf<"' to JJ.3,,U.":)O th.:lt tho vor-y seme process took pl ace. 

l!)V tlt\ 1;n W-038. (19!~) 

'i'l1P div1.dons ~r e known to tlle1 HJshrul a s peaw;r1m. (195) 

F'ri~t!l!l.:ln:n (196 } maintains t.h:it po~\'! means to cle$.ve e.ssunder. 

Thk 'f""!l"ore, he clc.1Jrl8 that i:orsos were d.tvided by n vertica,1 

.st roke e.t the end or by n dot o:t. the beginn.1ng_. (197 ) Blcu•s 

retort t o thi.s rem::irlc iv: that tto maxim:, have been handed down 

which give evidence to this fact . (l98) H:,.rr1a adds that 11' 

tbet<e wer e atrok'!ls or doh which divi ded, t be verse in the 

•scrol l s then Kidunhin JOa (199) would not rn1so i:ho probl.Olll 

tbc.t i t does . The process ot verse division was a n>.o.tter ot 

o.rul tr.o.dition and was- eon.t'ined to the experts. (200) 

Blau. understands the word cosuk to signify -an i nteJtrU.pt"ioo 

1n the rea<U-nB . (201 ) To support thi~ view tho J"ollo-.t1ng is 

offered. 

(202) .AJ'"'" ,).Pl& ..lie;,.",,., .ll'Y'';;;,I,::> J\f'OliJ /c,,u, .n~ 

<203) /!J.-,., l'"'i•~ 



.,/1::>t,~ 71'1/,,,. l?''#P,,.-/ Jl,.>.c,_.> /'~❖ ... 
~ C c:m bo •:?1'1 or tM rdn.tlona~p bat.weon k;otuv, 

!"'i~·M, cni '!)01 JJ,' ~ cno P1'it..-, &1C\1f'y 141' P•••&&• vtt.b-
0\Jtj r~f•r,n,co to 1ta Jen.nth while r,oau~ lflyl ■ tro,a on t..ho 
len . .-•ti,: or • qUO':l\t!011., l . • . a ••r••• (<Of:.) TheNtor-e, la'bbJ. 
J"'t,,i,,r_•l 1

1 th.1rt.aon rulea •n•ak or • icotuv 1 bacauee the:ro ia 
no quttstlttn or •~r,.,,i. (207 ) P'l"Ol'I tho SUN C208J ve l••m 
Lhiat c l"IOJ'tlon i'( a '"Jlll"aShlh 1• callK a M•~- That ia to 
aoT , Juat. •• oel"'•~ 1• d lv1d•d 1nto ~. 10 p•tf•hAh 1a 
dl\•JC!od into •••ulcim. (Z09) 'l'ho,..roro, tho :Sitra to 16. 2) 
roa~o 

1
,1t1r,,, i,v '1;;, 1,t,;1 Ir ✓,,.,,.,,,,c .-,J~?ln J:, 

(,110) ,>.s,,. 
':'ndltlcn does know ot a fixed dJ.Yt■ion or ••r••s or 

roaulc1..,. (211) FY1denoo can bo found in Hhluu KAl&i tab 
h.S, · (212) Doutoron<»v Jlaba.b, cb&ptor 7, (21)) 11odarb )7b, 
(214) ,ooirta Htt,llah I&, 17, 16, (215) B..-akot 22b, 1216) 
lloella.b 2lb, (217) l!e&1l•h 23-, 1216) KAltubOt 26b, (219) 
ltiduobin h9a. (220) 

V4a there, howaYer, a dtrreronc• in aode or di•.ld.1.nc 
••n•• bet11een the Bebylcmian• and t.he Pale1t"1n1Ulif 
IC1duahJn JOa, (2211 whtr• E>toduo 19. 9 1• u1d to be dirtdod 
1..nto t~ ••ra••• ra, tnd1cat• a ••r•e d1T1a1on \fb.lch voi.lld_ 
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co,-no1.de with t.he Palsst1n1en tr1onn1a,1 cycle (222) but 

Go1ger, (223) Graetz, (224) Blau, (22SJ Luzoatto, i226) re• 

joc:t th1s· view saying, that even thou.gh d1f1"erences are shown 

to exist, one .cnnnot ma.~nta1n that they ttxhlbit two different 

mod~s of verse division, 

We i?le.Y ccmclude that the Bibl.tcal text p0ue-1~ed by the 

Tane. ' Ul\ .and Amora.11m had an ftStabllshed division .lllto 

verse!I .. (227) lC1dush1n JOa sa7s th.st !twas doTie by th1t 

sore.1"1M. Brn·ilkot lZb .1ttribt1te3 1t to Moses .. (228) We w..:t.y, 

therefore, .asaune th.e.t the divisions were very ola .and that" 

their o r-ig !n wa.s croba.bly lost in obscu.r-i ty-. 

I know ot only one scholar who has .attemptod to d1th t.be 

\'ers<0 d.j.·ds1on. lie:rri!:I by acce,pting DtllJewm•s view offera 

r.n 1.mportcnt ~U"&U!'itint for no.rly verse d1 vision. (229) He 

snys tbtlt vs~se djvislon comes within the scope of Ket!b o.nd. 

Kt!itri \lhich only taJces noto or such -rou.tures as the text pre

sontec\ tn Talnmdic titt.es. 

Blau maintains tMt -the pre l'all'lrud1c division or -voraes 

is- .subateotia11:r the s&me ns our present text. (230) Th.ta 

•11ew 1s opposed by Frankel, (231) Graetz, (232) G1noburg, (2)3) 

!l\llll., (2J4) Sperber, (235') ,nd Azar1&h de Roso1. (2J6j B1'l1l 

adds that the present ds.y division is a .fabr1cnt1on of the 

_poat Talmud.1 e M:::ss.oret&s whiob comes to view in the work of' 

Aaron ben .Asher. {2.37) Weir stattts that th.a verse division3 
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vero not clearl~ lnd.ic~toQ nnd 

therttfor& the verdons and 
eGpeoia.lly- the LXX. d 

eparted fro=r. the H6bl'~W toxt . (238.) 

Soon arte:r tha anpea.t>anee. ot 
tne LXX, the set>lptlo con-

tinu~ ceased (239) :ind th . -
e outwaNJ: ~ep.lration of words C81!1& 

1nt.o be!T1.g:. (2h0) .Evidence c 
s.n be ottered rol' the sepnrat1on 

of uo~s i n 'f.cL'"lllQic ttriios fro~ !'. M&gilah 1 . 9, (241) which 

:,r,ealrs ot th.'1 fin;ll letter!S as sont"thtng n.nr.1enti !roJI\ San

hedr-in 9ha., ( 2b.2 ) t.1a int't:r tl~t wo1•c!s were not run togeth.or_. 

fop t-:he ;303:.'ngo:: sneak::i. e>f the medial £1.2!!! a.:s open Slld the N.n4l. 

~ c.e rloaed . fi'"}ru,,}.'ot- JOa presents evidence tor a non con

t!ntJ,-,vs -'Crint by r~!Jlll:?.ting the amount or 3pace botwoen 

word • . (2lt.J) 

~oue-ve.,.., cliff!cul t1.es we:re ati ll present . Peea.l}-im l17a., 

(ZlJIL) ;1u.lin 6Sa (2lt5) ~1scuss ~he proper w~y or ..,.ittng <>ertain 

words . Ae~in, Peis:t~il:1 11 ?a and P. Sukah 3. 12 discuss the 

-::i:roblero of whethor h.eleluyah 18 one or two wo~s. (246) 

The t -erro which baa given scholarship on the So!'erim the 

t.ioat trouble is the Ketib and ?Ceri . Various thcorJ.as ha.v& been 

sdvmced, but an.ch bas evokt!-d a refutation . Ttie. result is 

that wben discu.ednc the 105 we have only conjeccures . Si.Jr..ilar

ly_. just !ls thore are -varJ01.1s the-orie-' on the origin of t his 

nct1vity, so there ar& also vs.Ti ations as t o the'ir ntuTt'ber-. (2',7) 

Generally speaking, as we will :;con be forced to conclude, ~l 

thou.gh i rwestiaation h.ai! been made int'> tb3 E;, !t, !H•tVPr t l\e 

lal!s , continues to re.nmin a probJ.8'1 whlch mi.at be .'.!l&t.tl &d . 
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The !'irst to corr.rnent on t his activity ~r~!l Proph!a.t Dm.•~. 

(248) !'e "Ya that -
.cc2.ra, and -th& scribes vPo C:2.!de ~ ter bill\, 

whet in dottbt;. ::1S. to the 0!'1alnnl text beeauao or vertous a.nd 

conf'llc t1ng manuscripts Cl"ented t.ho ~ devlce a.a a sign o! the1r 

doubt oonc:erni ng the o:r1cinel reoa.d1.na. {249) To this view 

~~i {2.50 ) 3.c1ds thnt th~ c:1.usl!I for tho deterioration or 
1
~'1.u-ac.ritJts :int the dearth ot !!.Chob .. '!"s was the B:'.!.b:,i-lonian ex.ile. 

(,5'1) 'l'ee Buxtorfs (25"2 ) dofonded this vteu. 

In 169;? 11".tthO;, l'.111$, (25"3) rujocted t be v1e~ t!Jo.t 

'!r t-era l a.y lit the bas h or tho Kl':· He sto.ted t.hnt Szra when 

..,-r!t..!nc two or more codices exch!tng&d one woJ>d tot- another 

ot s:,non)"t'IOUS force .for a tyllat1c l'eason. (2$4) The varlotions 

tter !! 1-:; ter cooied into one mnnuscrip t , one .nn tne It: and one 

Bl1as Levi ta also rejected the vie~ that error:: lcy s.t 

th.ll b!l.sis of the J'O;-. (256) He proposed tbt.t rtwhenev&r, ••• 

they { the men of' the e re.at syncgogntt) .round a word in them 

which ap:;,ea,red to thel:11 not in h:u,cony ;,,!th tbe desisn o.f tbe 

context, o.nd the aimplo 11:eaning of the passae,e, the author 

g.&.V'l t hem t be re:ison why ho had written in ac abrtorMal a 

manner; hFtreupon they wl"ote the nol1!W.l expression 11'1 the 

J'DAt-gin as the K. (257) In this pass&.ee. f.evita speaks only 

' d .., 1 tin"S 11re.spect1ng which they had a. 
of the 'Prophet.!$ an "r = 
tradition from the -Prophets and the Sages ••• tbat they are not 

, (258 ) "Tbe very thing.11 was to be 
to be read as NTitten • 

f:ound ''in the Law of Moses II• (259) 
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2e • 
.Br•inn Wal ton end Rich,n·d Simon 

( 260) ad•1ance the theory 
the .:!.Ut.ho1>s or th 

e ~ floUl"i.shed eft,u- the. '!'al.mud. (261) 

".l"ho firs-t to .Claim thia.t th 
e KJ: was the "r'esul t or manu

s crio t V3 rint1on was JG C 
• ' nrpsov • (26?.) The theory l!t;lted 

tht.t wi th the @xceptlon~ or the cu.phemisms (26J) and a .!'ew 

l!!.P.!ia s e n th~ Dtt.rt. or the scrJ bes like 'knr.i. valo k&tib' o.nd 

l-!~tib ~ ker-1 • ~t .,ero incot'tl t d -l. t -- - - -
-. - _ or-n e a er Ol' contQJnporan ... 

4 ou s:ly int n the tu.in b OCy of the KiS', they were all aenuscript. 

va..,...L.1tioti~. H'! a.C.C:11d thnt th,., date to:r this activity wns 

~:!'t en• the ""~rse~ut lons or Antiochus ~1pha.t1es, L.o. circa 164 

BCE. This view wa!i accepted by Eichorn, t264-) Gesen1u8 , 

Oe li<'!tta,, D!l lm:mn, Koenig. (265) 

To t-h1 :! theor:i· we, h:!.ve the following minor &.dditlons and 

tre rlationtl 4 "Fr~ k !!ll (266) holds th3.t the K is the variation 

or the lesser number ::,r manuscripts, while the ~ rep:resent.s 

t .he h.ruer number of manuscript$ . Bahl and G1n8burg (267) 

adr;l that the K ere, in tt, large number or in.stance-,e., the older 

.forms or the tex.t. and, thereforo, preserve tbe archaic 

orthography and sometimes gi-ve the original raadlngs . {268) 

Lambert says that the ~ is the ..fol'ffl more in accord with usa.go 

or context. (269 ) Wurthwoin, (270) Gorlo:,an (271) and Sperber 

(272) otfer still another twist to the variaition theory. They 

sa7 that K ars popular variants, not to be forgotten.. Many 

of the K ~n Samuel and Kings do stand .in thp Ch.ron.1oles text , 

which, it. is aseiumed, preserve-a t,h8 'PopulQr .fonns . 
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Still another theofy, Opposed to the ve.r1c.t1on theory, 

is the one defended b y Abra.banol , which states tb.9.t the .1( 

er'l corractions or erttoneou:s .read1nga . C?.:?J) He sa,ys t~t 

Ezrs observed vnr!.ouA. 1ncongru1 tics in the lo.ngwige or tho 

contex.t, the result either or a 11t"st&r1ous message (274) 

th.et th.e :l\ltho?" sou.g,ht to convey or ignorance of graan:ar. (275) 

~zra wo\lld not :lll,.er the text but wrote t he explanation!: or 

corrfcict,ion.s i.n "tbe MSt-gin Q.S th~ ~• In the Commantery, 

AbMb11nol , clnil'!'ls thl:.t !IWly of the KJ;C are the result of error 

or o·rerstr 'lt. on the 'Ocrt of the Prophet. T.his ·vte'W has been 

nl!l.int r.ined by Strack, (276) G1.~•burg, (277) WeUh,uson, (278) 

When Ce."t)el lus we..'I confronted w! th the problem or the tqc. 

he st!lted that the >JS wore of sevoral types.. (279) Some~ 

wgre t~nuscrint variants sor:i.e eupheraiams ; soma, corr ections. 

This view wsis accepted by J . Derenbourg (280) and Lovias, 

The l atest ex-tensive: ,9tudy ot the ~er1- Ket1b ha.s been 

done by Gordis. ( 282 ) He st.i.tt'ls that the ~eri wa., e. guerd 

d indecent rea.d.1ng but th.a.t not only egainst sacr111gious an 

the Keri "ftlS u t 1Uzed aa a protection against ignorance, or, 

• t fixing prontmc1at1on before th& 
more precisely, "as a mean!- 0 

:lnventtbn.1 of the 'f!Jcal ie syatemN • (28)) 

1 
of JOC still lie buried 1n ob• 

The origin and mean ng • 
e .xeeptiUS the tvo mentione-d above, 

scurity. All scholars , 
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ttc.l ton and S1.fll.on egree only 

on one point, namely thllt the 
activity of the scdbes co ' 

nctHn.1.ncr thf> K-; took place prior 

to th" J: ~1•J,od of the Tal..rn.in and ;,:robal>ly e.fter the text was 

lo btov e 6 x:21rt1ne-t wh.1t we r.-~y t~t111. the basic activity or 

t,ha So f,..r!..rol. 01• Eh~"h.h , "~$ly, the estcbl!Sh."!ent of .e. Biblical 

~ ~ . As h'l~ el~:id!' been shown lf8 ho.ve not reach

ed (\n.., tinsle concludon. Where, theretoret do NO stt1nd 1n 

our !ltnriy of t,he No.ssarah? Ca.Y\ !t \!e specif1C3.llJ stated thc.t 

t:bo ?.nbbis M d a tl'),:tus rc.,ceptus? Is Gl"aetz toto.lly cmt o.f 

J i "lt> w\~~n h~ t.:iys thAt !t f:c.s not until Islam beg~n to settle 

t.hei-t' Koren t),,.,e~ tbs J ews co!l!Plenc1:d work on their Scriptttres? 

(2~; ) 

Does an es t:.a.bllshet1 toxt Me.M. a settled ord,er or thu bookel 

We know t,h3t e.t the time of tho Te l.cud the Bible wa:s divided 

into separate book$. (286) lidushin JJa spe~ks of the f ive 

books of: Psalms. (267) Ta •anit 8a I 288) ~peak• of the twentr

.ro,u- boolc.s . (289) Bnba ae.tra l,lb (290) requires en effl];)ty spa.oe 

of tour lines between the books or ths Pentateuch, and threo 

l ines between the book~ of the l'.inor Prophets. {291) 

When we e:xalttino the order of books ll.Ccordine to the 

Talmud and accord1J'\£. to the Massorah or tho te.xt now in our 

possession we find only partia.l. agreement. ( 292) Baba. aa-:i;:r-a 

l4b gives tbe following arrangel!'.ent :-
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Joshua, Judges, S{U:rDJ.el, Kings, Jeremiah, Ezechiel. Iso.1ah, 

12 minor p rophots , Ruth, Pso.L-:i..s, Job, Proverb.e, Bcclf;!lsiastes> 

Sons 0£ Songs, Lamentetions, Daniel, Esther, Ezra, Chronicles. 

The ~!as so retie Ord.or d it"fer.s o.s follows :-

Is~ieh before J e remiah, Cht'Onicl~s, Psalms, J'ob, Proverbs, 

Rnth, C:rntie\es , Eocles13stes, Lrunenta.t1on:1, .Esther, 0an1el , 

~zra- llehellU..:th. (293) How do we ex:plain thiz discrepancy? 

rr n tex tus ~ was est.'.lbl1shod $otttewhor e between 

tro fj r3t and scc~nd centuries CE., how do we explain the 

v~r•io.nt re.sdingo or the Talmud. (294) 

;.-n1.o. t 1.s the rele t1onsh1p between a ~ receptus mnd 

the o rivnte codices . (295) 

C:i.n the v~-r1ants be evaluated as sorne scholnrs have dono? 

(296) 

Wh y are there differences between Ben Asher and Ben 

Nortoli ? (297 ) 

How do we e,:pla.in question 6 on poga 2'1 

tb&t the post Te.ll'.lnldie ka.ssor-
How tJ"Ue. .is Blau' s claim 

t h TalmUdic notes? (298) it&s d id not understand 8 

s ru.rthel" inV'est1g8.tion. 
The Massora.h require 
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ends our treatment or the early activities or the Soterin:i. 



l , Mi•hnn 1Aboth l , l , JJ. 

2 . Philo in the pr.,e.mblo to tho Anal<_v.saa or 
Const1tutton or tho J --="-"'"'-t"'n"'•c...<:Poe,ll=t-"1ce,aJ.,. 

ev..!a. <'.blot.ltd .1n l!arria, Maas.orah: 
The Rise 4nd Dtvelo t 

~n or the Hassol'a.h, Jawi eh g.tarterl:, 

Review, l, How Y"orl<, 1889. Kcnttoned by c . Levlo.s, 

Je1dsh E:l:loyclopedta, o.rt. Hiluorah, New X"oJ"k, 1930. 

3. i\5atnst Anion 1 . 8 . 

!J. I rerer U,e rioader to '"ch boo.ks as B.B. RovleT, ~ 

GroNth of tho Old 'l'ostNn.ent, London, 1953; S . :f!. Driver, 

tm I nt""oduatton bo the L1t.el"aturc or the Ole'\ Testament.,. 

ne1-, vork, 1?$6; R. H. Pre1rru•, Introductjon to the Old 

'1estQJI:ent, New York, 1948. 

S. see bcl~,, '1'1kun Soterlm1 eto .. 

6 . W. Cltorrtaky, H■bre1"f: 'The Btllrnd t.ymuago, Ph1l&delph1a, 

1957, PS, 8S; ilarrh, op , olb., pg, 128; Oin•bnrg, 

Introduction to the Ka.uoNt1co .. Cr1t.1c.:.l lditJon ot the 

Hebre;,r Bible, London, 1897, pg. _302; E. Robort.aon, ~ 

Tnxt or the O,T, ,rnd Mflthoda or Textual Cr1t1chJJ1 London, 

IA. J ; E. Wu.:rtbwein, The Text or the Old Ttetament, 

New York, 1957, pg, 12, 

7 . I quote only th• G.reclc. 'lb• Suar1-ta.n ha• the •~e word.a 

aa th6 Greek, Ginsburg, op. 01 t •' pg. JOJ. 

8. U1nsburg e.aya tbat .someth1ns h.c.a dropped from the t!eDrew, 

'lb~ lacuna can be restored vhen wo retranslate the Gr eek 

into tha 

9, P. Buhl, 

pg. 220 ; 

iiebrev. 

canon and 'toxt ot chti o, r ., F:dinburgb, 1892, 

L. stau, Hs.s.soret1G Strn11oa-., -1•h Qu.a.rter.ly 
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~ , Vols . 8 ,9, New Yor k, 1896, 1897;. Auriah de 

.!tos~l , ►le ' or- E;rne;ytr:i, 2, c . 8 ; c.o. O!tt~burg, The M.aseorah, 

tc>ndon, 1883, l~tte:r ~ , vol. 2, p5. 159. 

Pal
1
1. lCahle in the 11aaoreten des O$thn s , to1pz.1g, l91J, 

nv~ b1. the Cairo Gen.b:a ., London, 1941, ha3 :\how:r, by 1r._e3m, 

o r e x 3.M1.~!t\c:!: tli..-, t:."OnsH terattons 1n Or~en I s Haxapla. 

lh~t t~P r11.!'_"le?' ,of rec.1 ting proper na.,r,-,H wr.~ dtf.for.,n t 

!'r·or: t:\:>t or the Mo.s.!sor~ttc text. BuhJ, op. cit. pge:. 

10::., ~;)9 r:l.::!ros that Origen •s IJexaola contains t.h& orig,1.nal 

:.,,l· J t',.. t,P"(I. tt'.'!..'UiC!-1.bec! 1ntn Greek and, therefore, know:1 

the P.c..rly tiebrew pronancietion, aee note 19. Buhl adds 

t:.,,.,._ t Th~,..riot,it;.n do9t t~e urt"'f se~" thins. 

l~. Z. A. r. ., lfl'. 11, 1934, PZ, .2;4, 

11. Rob l:!rt.son, op , c!t1 pg. J ; Wurt;.hwe.in, op. cit. , .Ps. 12 . 

12. Pa u l 1'2.hle, C:lir"O Geniza, Lone.on, 1941. 

13. In Rob~rtson, op. cit. pg. 15. see A. Sperber., Probl.cma 

of the Hass?ra., Hebrew Union Col log.o Aft..nual, 17,. Cincinnati , 

19!i.J, ?!>• • 318- 21, 

lll,. Quoted froro Ginsburg, Intro., pg . 309, who (lllotes 1t .frQ'll 

Merx 1 s Archiv. 1 . 21J.l etc., Balle, 

of the Greok text by M. Schmidt, 

1870, a critical edition 

16', i st Apl on 2. 4 Antiqui ties 12. 2; Aga n 

1$. 285- 247 BCE, 

17. ch~ptar l . 

18. chap ter 1., section 7 • 

19. Robertson, op. cit,,, pg. 14• 



20. Soa also &:rris op 1t 
1 

• c • ' pg. l.31 . .Por the View which 
holds tlu;t the LXX h 85 bettl\?- cl8.1.m to <cha original Hebr ew 
$8e Weir, Short Hi 

. ~torz of' the Hebrew Text, 0:d'ord, 1899., 

p g . l~O. R. Gastet-, 1'he Bibltcal tebaons, a. CMpter on 

B1bltca l J\rchaoology, tendon, 191), claln:s that tho 

$:)mariten, LXX, and Hebrew text 8gl'Ae on dividons . Does 

th! s ne-an thn t scholars havo erred in tholl" claim tor a 

"!)-roto r'l.:l6SOX-et1c text. See note 27. 

21. !:i")o below. 

22. Robertson , op. cit. , pgs. 10, lh. 

2.J. Ginsburc , op . c1.t., }06. 

24.. c:a:nsburc , op . cit. , pg. 422. ffe claims that the Sofor,1.m 

Were espe c i ally care-ful in mottsrs of tho }'entRteuch. 

25 . OU!Jlicate nari-a t1ves were the result or 'coC1ce:,: reflecting 

dl\olic.1 te narrntives . See Ginsburg, op . ctt., ps,s. J0.$-6 . 

2iS . Ginsbura , op . ci t ., pgs. 305-6; Wu.rthwein, op. cit . 1 

t>g . lJ eX!)l'iins tho differences in toxh a~ nn atte:tl?pt 

to po:ou1ar1ze . Th!s wa., accocipU ahed by- i nserting tho 

matres loct1ones morts frequently; by a~s1m.11ating many 

Corms; ~Arama.1e roms ( f1, for f., ); by 

proferring the h1Dhil; by subst'itutt.ng the impe:r::r.tive 

.ror the 1.nrinitive :i.bl!lolut e where this is used with the 

imperative s ense; by tilling out the text with the hel p 

o.r pe.rallels. 

27 . Oint1=burg, op. cit., pg • .30.3; 11\1.rthwein, op . cit . , pg. 12; 

Buhl, op. cit., pg. 90; W&i'l', op. cit ., pgs. "'",40, 53, 54; 



Ka.hle, Di e Heb?-nisch.en 
36

• 
Ra.ndschr1tten aus der 8oble 

The .So rerin or scri hes h.ad different traditions _ G1ns

bu.?":3, op . cit,., pr_;s . 29&, 297 4lao Massorah lett-,,:, .£.h2!, 

Vo1. l /,JJ~82, 483, ~e:. 54. This view .has been opposed 

by 3 . F . K. Roscnmuller, Ha.."ldbuch fUr d. Literatur del:' 

Sib~l, in Kritik und Exe5ese, 1797, vol . 1 pg,. 247, where 

.it \.$ m1n t:1in1;1d that. t he eonsonant:,,l te.xt was derived 

from cod-fees belon~ing t o a single r ecension, J . G-. So:r.mer 

1::-: 7. . A. W. 1892, P!• 309 and P.A. de Lacarde 1n Proverbien, 

Gott in.gs.e, 186), pg. lff_ hol d that t be original Kassoretic 

te;"t.t uas derived trO!ll a singl e standard text', On the 

othe r hand Streck in sem tic studiea in Me11'.oci: or. ,. 

Kohu t , f.3srlin 1897, pg. 563, says that tho Hassor-ah was 

not unifocn and that 1t s.howed clear traces of d1!'torent 

schools and opinions . 

Sperber, op . cit.., pg . 311, says thAt the He'brew 81.blo 

was originally ~own in two racensions, which in tl,ll"Jl 

served as basis for two respective t r ansl:ition3 into 

Greek. 

Wurthwein, op. cit., Pg
• lJ, 59.ys th&t Rosenmtlll &l", . 



S0ZnJ11er ant\ d{' t,, 
)7 

'&Al'<le ••• """'& bo • 

ha:s aJ,own th~t th CAllS& the Cairo Gen! u.h 

ore were •lw 

t.~t J"ewl lh Ith l &71 varlant.e (a_bo•e) ar.d 

o Ira quote •a.r1Mt 

the • tcbth. can tu.rt, ( t-ead1~s aa fa.r a.s 

• 3boTe) . WI a a al 

A"4v:nc@d OJ' ~•l y •
0 

add the argu,&ent 

"!' • S.• note to 

!ii,t-J J on . cit. , rr. 90, • 

••col"ld qu•ationa tlMi pou1bS11tJ ot • 

~tintuey stonda,.,S conaonant l • te.xt Ol'l the baa1s 

,.. "' --"IY coA!cH e:illed ..,,A/,.$ 

b:1 .. • • 
nit! 41\d. Ql:so on the 

or ,-,~ (!1ft"•:r--,.ncea 1n the conaonantal ttxts ot 

p ... ~•her 1.nd Ben •a.rt.alt SM l • a ao Vtlr, ~ . ctt.., 

t'ICt. JS, '?; f'. t .• !Strack, Pk'Oh•ae..'"'la Crlt.1c1 Jn Vetua 

Ttt!' t:.m,-r,tit,i,i liebraicum, Lehu1e, 1673. 

?.A-. B, ... ,..11 . ~ . c1t . 

2'1. ~,rr1a. <";i. cit., pt_. l)l . 

:Pt11ho .. lOE-:1. and p. Ta. '&nit 4 . 2 ~d1,;7,,.t, , ,7 .. 4 ,,,,,~N 

,,,,r,/,., ./1,.ll>JIK I"" , ~ {'µ l',1 

So!"eri~ ~. • ,>•Jr-:> ,rJ,rJ ,.~ ,., ~ • • .,,f,.,., 7,.,,.. 

/n~ "'"~ , 1cir, ,;~, MiM.1), ~N.-~ i <i';r,..,).nJ,IJ"' 7~ 

','Ne ,V,Y<#' >'~ ~J,J ,:,MAI .ttrp , < /Ir-I"' .a,J\~ ,,,eJ; 

.,AN" p).1.1'✓ ,IU./t~ /,CJ,,,,; rl'l/<11 JA'C d7a,, ,-t,;N ,,.,.-.J,:,1.11'/1"\ 

...,,.. -,,;.,,, ,.,.,._, ,,.,..,,., ,-v•;i.,_,r,..,.., v .. (<K!,~ J,, <~--~ 
,IU,.A, ('111eJ.,.,) rAJtCII .r/lte ~N , :,/,,, ,..,.,,,,,,, JKMP v ~ 

1 ,YJ 

,'f./.C, ,~~~I IC'/1 ,11r T/'?IC ;:u.J\:J I~ ,u..,,;,, ----✓~;::..-:~ 

Jl • Alao G1n.bu1"C, oo . c1t.. , 'P"'• 4,08; li&rrlt, op. cit., -pg. 

132; WUrthve1n, op . o1t., pg. 12; Robel"t,1on, op . o.tta, 

1'6• .3; JewUb Sncyclopod!o, o;,. oH. 

J.2. The Talmld 9tate• tb:,t roYialon or UII: •eroll• n• 

'leceaaitat-ed. by Job u J.h,b - •1•,; Mt: v1ckedne•s dwel' 



;II, Jacob ben Chay1m, Introduction to the RAbbWe Bibl e, 

translat.ed by C. il. Gln.sburg, Jounw, or Sacred Litera

ture and :31bl1cal Record , London, 186), PS, 6, ears lt 

was the rr,en or 'the great tu,ael'l'bly, Concorntns the soteria 

passftge 1 t should be notod that these codicea mn havo 

boon coIJt"tlctod anterior to tho int..rotuction or ~ !he 

rtnal letters whon ~h• orthograp.'>7 in DeutorollOOlj" 33, 27 

mu 5eill J/Y;,I which one eehool reads ✓;~~ wbioh is 

the s!L>i::o u.s 1,.,,.,, and another ;i>·,r which h t he same 

as .i)-'tY"' because the r1na1 letters deteraln• th.a 

lenn:tb or tho words .. 

JS, Buhl , op . cit,, PS • 210; W'Ur~hwein, op. oit., pg, 3 • 

.36 . Circa 55-137; Wurthwoin, op. cit., pg, lZ; B.arr ia op. 

cit., pr;. 1J2; Ginsburg, op. cit., pg. h21; Roberbon, 

"

ho adds that as a -Nsult. ot A)dba!l'-s op, cit., og. lS, 
.... bo round i n pdvt.te copiss. 

work varianta woro only """ 
0 

• olt . , says that the 
Lovias , Jewieh Bneycl opedia, p 

• are 1n Rab Di Meir ' • Codex. 
t1rat "U:ention or such note to hi• pupil 

Po■och.1,u 112a tel1" or !Jdbab, • obL"&• h1• ' "" 
that when te.10.bins 

3h.t.mon b on Yochai to bn sure iptura -..¥n.' #II, 
e111aed text of oor 

he :should do eo from • r the: ve't"f 11JDO as 
ed bt Akibah 

Ia the aeter ir.ugah stat a.r li••t codex 
1J tb,8-. 

Codex HusahT Tbo Codex ~ J9 3.)-10 wll•"" 
Seo gxodus • 

Quoted by the Maasori t es . a.n.d aorfteti•• not. 
eonJunot.11tJ 

•01tte t 1.nies Ma the :!2!-



Or1entol1s 1.445 reads ,:,,,, 39, 
,.,. f<'J~~-~ • It h quote(! 

1t_e;ainst the variants in othe 
~ recena1ons . The St 

Pet ersburg Codex appenls to th t-: . • 
e •Ugah eight times againa t 

the variants in other recensions Ad ,., 
' d, '!"5 (C4Qb>ldg• 

University Library) quot es the Mugah several hu.'l.dred 

times . See Ginsburg, V.as::iorab, Vol. Ji pga. 
23

_
26

_ 

Ginsburg, lntl'Oductlon,, pg, l131, says thot the Muilah 1s 

rofe rreC to as 
llC//#' "J'iJtt?~ .1 iJ('/;,,',,:;, .J .,"Jtf"K 

He adds that j t was copi ed in 0any ages and not lo one 

soecific distric t . All early copies are called~. 

37. Mielr.1ner, Introduction to the ·l'altnld, Cincim,,.ati, 1894, 

og . 125 , claims t hat the stress on particles is related 

to t he establishment of hernu,neutic rules. See also 

liurth,..;oein, op . cit., pg. 12. Harris is th~ only scholar 

who notes Ak1bnh , s st res& on particles as ind1cat1.ng a 

desire to un1fom 8 text. Re does not tell us boi, concern 

.for the part i cle signified a desire to create a uniform 

text. However, he does tell us that the l"esult of Akibah'S 

bi h is exoessil'elT work was the Aquilla translation w c · 
hi.ch are nearer to tho literal, and based upon readings w 

Massoretic text than to the LXX and 3a..,,.,! ton. 
Buhl op cit, , pg, 96 ••J• 3

8. !lorr1s, op. cit., PS• 1 32; ' • l~maJ 

that we must be cautious with this pr.tncipl&. 

indicate massoretic aativity. 
39

' Samtedrin 4A 
110. 6. 1 . 



,z. Ginsburg, O!). cit . , Pl• 421 OJld IATlu, 1n tho Jovioh 
rl"lic•clooedla , O't>. cit., t.a7 that ~ Ma.uoritu pr.1enN 
tho Torah b7 .idng notes 1n the lloUg!n. AccordlDg to 1.11• ~hi.a wos don!! by abou.t 200. 

~]. Aho Soerber, op. cit., Pl• )17. 
Wi. P...ari-is , oo . cit . , refers hJ.3 reader to lfUptdd, Tb.olog• 

heh• -,tudlon und Kri tikon, 18)0, PS• , 556 ■Q. and aho 
to Oeicer, Jud1sche Ze1tschr1rt , 1, pg1. 290, 291; tte 
aleo llab;ylon.lan Sanhedrin Ji.a, IUdd .. hl.n 16b hH<hlll 
66b. 

liS. 3Nch t,\illln • 
., ■octlon 290, pgs. )OS, )o6 , 
""• Ealach1sche RxegHe, 
~7. Ibidem. 

L&. Or Boker, pgs . 1-6. 

li9. Barria, op. cit., pg. l)l. oditod bT , . xeab&uer, pg. So, ~dieval Je"11h Chronlcl!•• 

174, Oxrord, 1887-95, Ut Vol. )6, BrHlaa, <• 5-·•le, -tuchr •• .,,_ Rine 11&1oret11che •-

1887, pg, 3Z IQ, 
c, JOS-"• "'· Ginsburg, op . cit,, Pl• 
5• 1 ed~ op. ~. l.e• tu, Jo"11h EDc7c °" o1t , 



!il, "' · P. l(etubot 8 . 2 - 1 COllld no 
,.. t tlnd till, rete,enco. Tbo 

~s••se ao nUMbered apeaka cot ot tdUeatto:i but or ttt.. 
relationship bttweon, buoband, 1<1te, ..,

4 
tho lo~ 

s.n -r>-1 ,u,,., .,.11, 11' ,.~ ..:e,., " s,. ,,.J1<,1.t1 P'r 1'~1.#11, .,)qy ~1 Jt~1.J ,;'A,JJ ..II.A:' ~J,'111> #b 
r :.1,1, •••,P';)).J ..J1.ic- ;UJ/ Ginab'Jl'f;, oo. o1t., pga. 305· 16. · 

56, Against Aoion 1 . 12 

57. Glnaburg, on , c1t., oga , JOS-.306. 
S8 , lblde.-.. 

59. IbldeM. 

60. l(id1t1hln )Ob ( the 

Me&ilah 2qb 

61 , K. lle;;llah I • 1 

reault or trhMial dlvidon} ,~,.r, '"""''° 
'/'1'4 ~ ~.4 "''P ,c,,J ,,,J ?'~ 

PVb ./ljAR I0,•1,n/ ~ /O,>Y# 1/,. 

"'l'""' ,,,,/tu,, .Nl'>il" ,,J ,,,~ ,,,,,,,,,, 
See Also ►I . Ta ' anit 4. 3.1 

62. 15. 21 ... 11oees ... ror he 1. ree.d ,very 31bbatb tn tht 

1:,,i..goguea. 

63, ,\ga1nat Aoion 1 . 12. 



pg. lJ/Vi K1e.ush1n Joa , l"n,o p, 42, 
,J) l'.J'I.:;,.(, ..ft✓¾-'::-1 ~:i'J ~:,,~ 

aag1ga 1 5b ,..)'J/../'I~~ ..11,,.,,.,,/,. r !.;> ~ '°'" /'-'>-" 
"'' , ., J,:, ,,,,-,-,.,_,..d /".,")J,. 

Jewish Encyclotu~d ia, - the COUnt ~ '»,e, .,,,.,c 
1ne or :'l'Ol"Cl.Sc gave rise 

to }hunerical Ma.ssorab. Also Nedari.m 37b- )8a. 

bB • . ~bove . .See not~ ?.8 , 

b9. LHe, 75, 

70, l!o . 31, folio 39)a; Ginsburg, Mas•orah, vol. 3, pg, 31;8 , 

71 , This book was cor.:toil od about tho year 1280 CE., Ginsburg, 

Introduction., P8, 410. 

72. Above. 

73. Jewish ..=mcvclopedia , op , ci t , It ls indoed !Urprhine; to 

lcnm th..."':.Y. scholars have said very little on this subject. 

Ginsbut·G who u sually devotes a good number of pages to 

any o ne subject dismisses this topic 1n t wo paragraph.s. 
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106. Je.wiah .a,cyclonediA, op. cit. J have round it only 1n 

.,.f!1! r:.a.asorah to Number• l . 12 and Paaln 1.6 . 20 ... k>.IY f'iU it", 
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lJJ. G1nsburg, op. cit., pg. 322, 1bowo that according to the 

Sifre on Humber• 9 .10 (note lo8) th• doc: also b.ad • 

ba.uch1o algnlttcance. 

134. Jowl1h Ene:zclonedit , op. cit. 
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but declare 1n thei.r explan1t1on that it 1• Mosoa. On 

tile other h,ln~ P. &,r&koe 9 . 2, P. Sa,,hedrl.n 11. 7, K1dra0b 
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\ ?R. H. 0 , 1; , J ., 108,, ~8• 3!ilft,· 18•6 
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201 . Blau, op. cit. , PS• la5; Weir, op. eit. , pg. 9'J, who 
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20J. Mekilta to Exodus 12.6 . 
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209. "1.:1.u, op . cit., t:1g • .126. 

210. 3la.u, or. ctt. t PB, 1,26 all.Lee that ~he word P921ak NY 
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19n ro0d• ,)$ /W>;>,v 1;;, /'W4,> /_,, ,>.[,.;, ,,~,_,.. J:, 

•nd S~nh.cdl"Jn l Ola ;)L;JYI ~,1;(,,,J ,741 /4 /°'/tJ; K?r:,,? :,-:.--. 

?,.rj /N.:> /Jl✓IC / 

111nd To:u,rta ke&Unb 2 . 2 (/w.e,,JI ;)yC, ;?/~.,..,,, JVC- ~,✓/••, 
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Trutr1f ltlc l1ter.1:.ure Clnau, op. citq J'l8, 1.26) . 2'1.ia 1a 

aeen in t-:ok1lta 19. l and tn a parallel p••••t• in Sitre, 
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fJ..J' 1~.,~ fr ·rrt"..J,111 also ,)J 10?# !/lrJ;,.o ,tv, J.:,1 

Sirulal'l:,,-· TotJoth Ketubot 5 .10 and Katubot 67a, !.n the 
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On the othor ban4 >lhah Rab&h i . 16; P, Korubot S, lJ and 
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See &l$o Harrta op. cit., pg. 140. 

223. Ooigor, J'Udieche Z6it&ch.r1rt, 4, pg. 2h. 

2'2.b.. Grae t?.., Hona.taacbrit't, March 188S. 

ZZS, 111,u, Op , cti , 

226. tuzzatto., ~. pg. 34Srt 

227 . The re e ro oauacea , some Talmudic o.nd sow.e a little later 

·which g1vo ata t.1a t1cs, H4rr11, op. ci.t., pg. llµ . '!'bey 

are Shabat 49b, ll$b; Ye'baaot 86b; Bera.k:ot 9b; s1r·re 

cha.pter 3142; Pesikt a c:to Rav Ka.han.a 34b, )Sa; Pirke de 

Rabbi Slea.z.ar oh.apter J2; Abot do Rabi llstan, first 

rocension, obeptor .34; Sorokot Ra.bah ehapttr 31 118. 

Weir, op. clt., pg. 91.t., HJ• t.h.lt at.&tlatica wer-e naceaa&l"'J 

.so that tho t ext be pre1er¥ed. 

228. /J',;)7 ,)h;'f' ,?,~er; ,-:/? /..PjU>i' IJ';,? ,U/ttl p/¥';,r ..»7;w, L 
·/J/""10~ /t"J 

(See note 199 for oppodte view) 

229, Harris, op. cit,, pg. 224, 

230. Blau, op . clt., pg. 143. 

<31 . op. cit . , PS• 2l7, 

232. Oraetz, M1
G,W.J., \l'ol. )4, lBBS, 

2)). Ginsburg, Introduction.• pg. 68. 

pgs, 97•109, 



234. Bubl , op. cit. , pg. 221• $8. 

23$. 

236. 

Sperber, op. ctt. , pg. 323• 

Azar1ah d.e B:o.ssi, H.eot- 1i'.--
"""Ju.a:f1n., Lt, o. 8• Hie words aura 

up the scholarly &.l"g\Urlonts QUite s~ly. 'lhe division 

of the LXX differ from the M.aasor.etie text. 
Ve1r, op. dlt . , 

pg. 94., says that because the verse divisions \ofere not 

clearly incllcated the vors1ons doparted !'rom the tiobrew 

text . 

237. Buhl, i bidem. 

Blau ln hi.a "1asoretosehe Untorsuch:unsen, Strassburg, 1891, 

and 1n hi.s Einleitung 1n die Heilige Schrift, Budapest, 

189Q., claim! that the po1;1t 'tal.mudical hnasorites did. male 

certain errors because they did not Uhders tand tho lia.saoretic 

rema.rks in th.e 1'almud, but this, he says, does not apply 

to versit1cat1on. If tile ftM1ents had had a di'w'1a1on or 

verses d.lfferent from ours there should be caaee ot 

passages or Scripture having now two ve-rsea ot which .it 

was said that "all three things occurred in one verae". 

There 1:1 no sucJ:t a thing here . 'mat there 1a no queaticn 

o.r single individuals h proved by the e1reumata.nce that 

many 9 ste.tement 1D reference to thia tccur1 .several t.ilaea 

1n the moat different sources., and in the D4Jlle ot man:r 

authorities.", N.a.ss:oretic Studies., Jewish guartvly ReTiw, 

llew York, ltl97, vol. 9, pg. 143• 

1 3 I, 
,_ Gonesh Rab&h, chapter 191 lobele' 

Seo Genes s • .u.-

15 13 in - bora kal>a, -'• U. 
Re.ba 5 . 10; al.so &xodua • 

and p. 110gilal> 3•·• 



59. 
2J~. Elcborn, ElnJ. 1 - e tung 1na 1..1.te 'l' 

Jrd editio•=,,_~.-•-c"'t"'i"-''!!!...!,!:!.!_..!.!•c!_•~t -!!!!!J:t~ Leip.Ug, ltsOJ,. 
on 731 Berri 

Wo1r, ibid~. s ., op. oit., pg. 221;.; 

2,39. BJ.au, cp. cit . , pg. 358• 

240. Blau, 1b1dem. 

T"'.ne Co?:lplet e. chapter deab "1th tll.11. 

7A .,,, 7 h/>JJ> :Yte ~I 'J; J. I 

.,JJ/ /'J/JID ,J.Q'-" -,...J. i" /,w:: ,-, ~/ .,n,1;~,n ,,,:,p,,,-J 

24). 
.,..."""'"" ,,,..~ ~,;>..,,,., va,,,, ''?t.1UR K")";,r 

1,/,.,.::, i)rlU)J .,,,...V\ l.:J,I ...>~ £,,. .,~" 

245. 

.,, ~)'.t,,) G,,, "'"'., "'""'J ,,~; ,.,c;" /'"'' ... 
..11.W; ..JV/II' /'.,;,I .,)Jr:j; ....,,//t; 

';,I.J !.).,, ?.n,,:, ,C-,';lo 1;:,Jj'>d~1 7K✓YJ 11.;:> .AK .J>.J'I.)"..., 

!i'.b) l>-,J j''n Jt/,t>!,,/1 !/1.bP /..A./) ?,wk /,;)J,V {.1.0 !I'~ 1 

· /ii l"~ 'Jf..J !'fib !JI)~ Af,;1, k~.,, /;:u, ,Al ?'$JP NI~,, 

Jn ,I__P :,IVY~ 171 1'11/ ,,,J'IC!tl .,,,,f,k f-"N ,, ,.,.,,;c- ,e,,n ;-,c 

,1,....oJ,P .,,,.:v,,,,.; ,,-,,,r #R"> /1).JtA;V; _,),,,:,n,,,.,., i)t#~ 1,,.,,./'e 

,,,, l(',Y,;:,9,: '1'11' "1c'A' ,.,"" ,07J .,,, #/t~.,., ,.oJ ,it'")°',.:,,A-;. 

?;/ ,.,,,,,; ,"~ ,'>'1'l' ,,, ¥Kf ... ~.,. ,..,-, .,,J ,,-7,11 

~;41'1 h':I\ 1V# ;,7J .,,,,1/J;-, /~ ,c,r.,;we /J7lj' ,>, J;,,, 7'7' 

,:,,, ;&d~ 7~~ ,U" IPA Pt/I~, ;e>.o,n '», ~"J(l/'t .,:>') 

.N'll't' 'Ph .. 

Th.la eouJ.d. ha•• bten e1.ec1d•d bJ the JlWll>er ot word.a 1D 

the tentateuch. N• ·urthele11, we tlnd no propoa1t1on 

with ro1pect to c.ounting or worda beeau•• tho contending 

Amora.Ja probably d•ola.red tbMaelvea, u 1.11 ltiduab.ill 30•• 

ineoJ!Wetent t o decide a q'1Ht1on 1.nTolYi.Jla • polnt •• to 

the diviiion or woroa , Only in Sb.a.bat lOb; :Number, Rabab• 

Naso , ,ection lJ; lhaltbers Raba, ohapte7 14., do v• ha•• 
a counting Wich ••nUoOS ta• DUIIN?' of WONla. 

247. Buhl, op , o1t., pg. J9l •P•al<o ot lJJ.4 P .. •..-• • -•• 

Op, ott. • • .,,uo,.. ~. CHAO-I• ~ l •t•r !1115. 



11,ta ~eerr, tptalt or 1350, 
60. 

246, Kau• llphod, oh&pter 7 , quoted bJ Gorcua, 'lh• B1bl1eol. 

'!'ext in tho llalc111ff , Pb.l.ladolphh, 1937, pg, 9. 

249. 

zso. 
251. 

7"11~~, ,,,,1;n ,u ~ N;,N/fl"'~ .... ; ,NW /#tt',.;,..N ,<,,_,r 
,-e.J,.,~ "'"' t' .,,,.,,,., ,JV'},J ;>'-'UM' ~ , ... J;,,J.,.,, 

Introduction to t.be eo=aent1.ry on the Jrornu Prophet,. 

,~J ;v,,, >nte ,P,)~ ,~J,11 ,-..,a,..;, ..,.,J,,,,. NC"J /tl m /l~ ~r, 
,r/, 1/>1<,? //AJ>:> ,n,,;, ;,, l'.A>'1 i?JC..<4,,, ,,./., ' 'r"'"' ,.,..,., 

/;JJI.:, /.:,I /'!J~/JAI J;:l.,A.~ 1e/, ~,~K 1.:a.,a., N' /Pl?jJJ 
??1.:>1 I'!/•;, 1/>P ;n,,. 1;:v,:, /"' l'tt~I"' ~e ;nu , 

9 ,/tP ,/'VG 
2S2. Tho elder 1n ~ 8 . 2: the 7ounger in Anti Or 1t1cae; 

quoted in Gord.ii , op. cu. , f>I• 9. 

25). oe Arcano l•thib and Xar1, 1n Go?"'d.1a , op. elt, pg. 10. 

2S4. 1b1d•, •n1n1rua, cllver1&.nll' eoriptlonua e\ltor• la4ra11 

taeimu.a qui •olua.1.na sacra bb aut aapliua exa.ran.40 Tel. 

rec•iu.endo .,00 .. •oct 11odJb,ulO 1ntordua pel"II.Uta•lt• , 

OordU, op , olt., -pg. 13, 

zss. 1bld-, pg. 60. 

256. op. cit., pg 110. 

257. op . cit., pg. 111. 

258, ibid•. 

2$9. lbid-

260 Go •• op ol t ., PS• U . • r ...... a ' . r • rw or pauaa•• • • ,.. und • 11,t11>& 0 
261 . Below will b• ro Barri■ op. olt., pg. 1J6. 

! ).JllW1 record• var1•t1on■ • , 
th• • ..i.~ or JMY .. 11 ...,_ 

tMt th• Talla\14. 
lllalntai.M oot or tbo ,u11Jool - oftC 

b cdt1cal &ti' ..._ cor,,.d v itl> • • la _.sa )ft, -
l)Ot

b tcr apdlc P..,... ... 
oombiAOI 



61, 

both roadJ."ll• ..,.. ~doptod and 1< Is •••umed to be or 

ooordinato in•'11roa au.thortty,. 

262, LJrHica Sacra, ••• Gordil, op. Cit,, pg, ll, 

20J. ft'UZ"
t
b"1ein, op. Cit., PS. t.4, ta,s that •qpbealla.e vcre 

changes: required .tor doctrtnal purpos$s. 

264, ll.1nleitun~, op, cit, pg, J.~S. 

~65. sea Voru1s , op . clt., pg • . U . 

suo .:>vu1urcer, Ute 1'ecieutund d.ea Q.eri- letn.10, i9JO, 

tos . 269, ror • Use or scboJ.ars upnold1na, tn11 •1ew. 

aee also :50atrom, A.ae?>nattva Readings 1n tho Hobrev 

01 the doOka 01 SArnuel, Rock hla.od, 1918. 0.T. Torrey, 

Uote:s on tho A.rLu1c fart 1n Dan.tu , 2J-a.1..1.nct.1ona of" the 

t,;ormectieut: Acadeny or Art.I and Sciences, •ol., 15, 1909. 

266 , op , cit,, pg, U l , 

267, (H nsburg , lntroduction., pg. 184, 

261:S. ,oe also \ii.oh• , op. cit., pg. lZU. 

269. l.ar.;bert , line S•r1e de Qare Xei:h1b, Paris, 1891, pg. S .. 

270. op, c&t . , pg, 14, 

271 . \oturt.hwelu, op . cit •• pg. 11~. 

272, '0, t o .... n1ch Sp•roer, op. oit. , pg. 31.l op . cit . , pg • ., .1, 

to.at: the ex.ar.u,le1 Cho.sen 'bJ the l'UJ:N.d were aeJ1Dorato11 

cmaraoter1st1c di.tf•r•nces bet
chosen to illustrate tho 

th• orlgina.l Hebrew Bible. 
woen the two reconsions o! 

Soo note 25, ah see aleo 
27). lntrodnction to t.he eome.ntar:, on Jerm1 • 

Wolr, op. eit. , pg, 122' 



2711. Ginsburg, op , oi< 
• , cnapter Ml".1 and !.et lb. 

~•18. 1n o_ee.k, ~eltung 1n du AJ.te Tt.stall:on•, 
• llor11n 1870, 

PG, 57?.. 

t.79. t:rltico Sncrn., Dk. 3, cb:pt , lS, mentioned in Oorelis, op. 

cit ., ?6• 12. 

iCtlO. hUWel de .1..ecteur, not-es, PC, ~29. 

2dl . 

282. 

2as. 
2ij4. 

Jew13h. ~eyclopoa.la, op, cit,. 

op. cit . 

Oord.ls , op . c1e., pg. 35. 

Har:-1s, op . elt • ., pg t.35, add• that the K-1 woul.a. ha•e boa.n 

1baorbeQ unaer tne category or the TJ.lcune So1•.rm had it 

bee.11 estabu.ahea pri or to tb.e tett..Ll.ng ot t~e text.. 1.1n o 

tP\e omer nan.Cl , Frankel, op. c.u., pg. 220 aq., c.1allllll 

that the variations wero kDOwn ; o the aut-b.ora 01 \:ne J.JJ.. 

who showea prororence r or ttle X.eri. 

285. Graetz, Hiseory 01 t11.e ..,ows, Pn.J.ladelphh., 19ta,9, Yol. ,3. 

dSb. K.idush.1.n 4-9a tpea.ka or 1,01./l~I rr,;,J /~../llf"JA'C • 

Marris, op . cit,, pg. 227, t■T• thet thil roaUl.ted 1n th• 

Maa.soretlc torr:,ul.• /?f/C • 



290. 

/ ~,-,J Y,;J'?/<, /?.11¥ '?.<.,,I"' ??<1# l~~")K >.;>X?K .;1, 

'°~~; ,~/r'~ J, P )rJ\ i><""-'~ 

See also B.Lau, rllru..eitung., pg. 6.rr. 

2l~ 1s c.et-tvod by cons ider ing .i. ano ~ Sa.mut1l an one boox• 

l And. ~ ll.llld,I II OJ.le GOok:; J. a.no ~ !.;hron.lelea •• Olte Do~; 

~ra ano !lonenlan aa ono; cd the t've.he !'Ii.nor h'opae1,.,1 

•• une. 

K'~ J~ i "' /.71 /{jib ,l)'....,?/C ~1,/,./'I /-'./. ,t,N'N>f -4,,v/.,., / ';;, 

; 1Cu, ~ :1.1,r ,A!/.b k K'AJ"1 A:'';:>.J/ 

291. Buhl , op .. etc., pg. 227, ae1a1, "11nce :u. n.u OtGa:H 

ousto~ i;o vrlte ail or ••••r•l ttrii;loga 1n one •oJ.\Z:ii~ 

l'our empty J.1nH are r equireo oetwee.n eeca Ol' t:he 

}ropn e t.1c wriung, . In a Ol'le manu.sc1'lpta, •8• 11', tb.e 

Sible or tho ,ear ).Ol.O t.:£., OM 4nti)t.y J.l-08 11 IOU.OQ Detveen 

i.•ra and lloholllial>. 

292. 9uh..&. , .101oem; Harr i s, op . ou., P8• U-7; o1n:1bu.rg, Op. 

C1t . , pgs . l•t,• 

~1/3. h&.rris, 101aui; we u-, up. cit. ' pg. lOO; Gi nabu.rg , ioi.u.eq. 

OOi.n !:la.rr.1:ti ano 'ae t r p0i.nt OU~ tt:1.at .;.ne :spa.n!l ll ~usc::-1.p--c, 



N4 .. Ottvtt Mazia 5 

11. Ta 1 a."1.1.t lJ,. 2 

M. Sheka.11.ot 3 . 2 

H, Pea 6, 11 

Berakot ?Ob _ 7;,1 //,,,,< '7;, 

,,,:,f,.-

"'''?)-' 
Dout . 24, i9 • ,,.J 
Paw 56, u •1,,7 fl,v, ,.,,,I,..~ 

,~ 1 /}.;;we 'T;> 

Kottlbot Sa • ,,,,~ ,J_,;, ,:,,1,,o hlam 'IS.$ 
JI~'/ /,Vb K"/7 ;71 />.J', /'7' ../1.0,,,:,,I 

,;>f.,/1., /1' ,l?J; /IJI 
n:J, ,;JfJI~,,, 

Joo Stn:ack, op. oi t . , llho Uats a total or 111. 

295. Codex Killell. seo Str~ct, pp. cit., pg,. lS-22, ldlere 

the var!anta: mre l hhci. 'l'b.11 codex vas uaod •• a 110del
J'),.::,/,;v-;;, ll 1-' ,,,.,,,11 ,,,,, ~ t1/J..No"1 /J~., .1J;,~J\, ..nJ,1.,,-,, 

It' J/'J.J 'J./,,/e l""JL/YI ;,y:,uen ~:,o 11.lhV ,c'\?,-.:, J;tq JNe'f" 
p,_..;,-ft:";V' f'J' ,P-tMN //,-, :)? P./?/1&° .;J.ta.:'.14 .,;,l(',J';:J,;J,) 

/.VJ,.01 1r/?'}PN",,,,:, /"J:>;t1...1.1,, r'..,,,.,., I?/~ .!It~, !Jlr'.1 P':1'6,,> r=> 
/.;::)./t:JJ~ )>JU .A.lk;t' IC' ,)',l 

quoted b7 Strack, op. c1t., pg. 16, tro::11 /'dAI' by 

R. Abraham b . R. Samuel Zaceuto, ti:ho,o date 11 about 

1717 CB • • 'nlerefore, tb.e HU.loll waa written about Boo CE. 



Cod.ex Za.nbul(t , aee Straclr. · no.. 

1 1 
-r• C t . I pga. 22- 2). 

Chumash Yer?••ho, ••• Strack, Op. cit., pg. 
23

_ 

Sofer Sin.at, 100 Strack, op. cit ., pgs. 
23

, 
23

• 

6$. 

?.96. above., 

297. Ginsburg, op. Cit., pgs. 241-286. 
Nwn. 26. 23 B. N • • ,,,,.J B. A • • ,>✓;,J · 
In. )0 . 2) B. N •• 

/'J?IC B.A •• /''n.:> Jer . ?7. 19 B. H •• <!;,,..,,, B • .t_. 
/'Y,:J 

aek. 14. 16 B. li ... .1>1l.A .,,.,.,.N,t, B.J.. - NJV.N.t, ,,,~.A. 
298. Blau, Hasoreto.,ohe Untersuchungen, Strauburg, 1891. 



BIIIL!OG~r 

H,H. Rowley, ~he Old ,r,..,., ... __ - . 

Hutchinson•a Onive ... sit _ ~ London, 
- Y Liboaoy 1953 

1.ntroductian tu t he t _ ' • A Small but 0Oil:paot 
a tl.dy or t4o Blbltt R 

1 1:1 at times a lit tle s.,. t • owley•a a.nfll}llis 
Ke ch7. 

S, H. Driver, An Ihtroductlon t 
0 the Litorature or the Old 

Tt,strunent , N&w York 1956 k 
, , e.ridiao Libr ary, 'l'hls 13 a p~per 

back. boot<: o.r th& original, Drivu:r shows h ls 
extre:n:dy tlne 

schol!ll'sh.1p . In this b.ook he deab wltb. the strata. or the 

Bible A.S t-tell as wl th the exegesis or t ha book::i • 

R. H. Pi'eUfeP , I ntroauct1on to the Old 'fe!!ltment, now York, 

HB.rpo·i-- , l 9l+B • A m&gnificem; work, Pfeitfer indeed pr oves 

his abil ity in tho field of Bible, 

Sbelorao hen Adreth, Poruahe Agadot l a-Ftuhbo, This DQok 1s 

concerned l"IRinl y with halakah. However, Adret b doss 111ake pe~ 

tinent r e.marks to the history of the Blb1e here and thur o . 

Aaron ben Asher, D1kduke Ha tt eamlm, edited. by J!,aor and St:r-aels

Lei pzig ., Fernau, 1879. An absolute neccess ity tor the stud.eat 

o f the t--ln.sso.r-ah. Ben Ashel" is l:ll&inl1 concerned W-1th the point .. 

o r the Biblical text . Jleverthf11lesa , tner.c are refereneea t o 

the early l aboura or the Ms.ssoritea , 1'hJ.s edition h.u th.I!, 

complete h.ebl"'ew text as well as the co:mneJ1tar1 ot Dae.v and,__ 

St"Oclc, 

Barn&a, Anciont Correctlon!I in thC1; 'l'e,c.t ot. the O.T., ~ 
u>ndon, Macmillan, 1-900. &I"nes 1n 

Theological Studies, l, 
b sed on t;he Torsions. 

this essay deals with emendationa P 

0 Fhilt1.dolyhia, J ov1.th 

!!~~_;JTh~&~Bt~•~•!!:na~lc.;WJ!U=-~•=ll!,.=-W. Chomsky, Hebrew: re tor public T'DJ.a was wr-1. tt"en fflO 

Publ1cat1on Soc1&•7• l9>7• 



re•ding than to:r •chole.rli 'r'eaea.rcb. 

up to date . 
67. 

l!oleever., Ch~1k7 1a 

p . Blook, Binlettung ln das Alt 
1 

futv.,,ent, Berlin, G. Reimor , 
1870, '!'his 1s a very Sood but 

8•D6:'al t:-eatr.nt ot the hiator7 

or the Hebrew text . 1lle lllain P"<>blo,. vttb the book, lil<e •ll 

old a tudies ls that they- are now • littlo out <lated. 

J . Oerenbourg, Mn.nuel du Lectour ., Jo\lr'nal .lsi.at1gue , 
2

, P&ri", 

Bae-r &. Co. , 1870. Thia artiele h conee~ned vlth a Y•:tull 

=a.nuscr1;::t . Like all or =>erenoow-8 ,. 1r0rok 1t b an u.cellont 

cor:,rentar-y and glvea the rea.der an aid in COl!lparlng auch a 

m4Iluscr1i;t tTith the work or Ginsburg 1.1\d Kahle. 

Dillman., Rea.I l:.ncyclopaedie., 2., Stuttgart, Metz.lane.her, 1895'. 

This a.rt1cle on tb.e Bible b ~1.ne but la r.ot too detaUed.. He 

unt"ortunatol y , does not abound in rootnotoa .. 

H. Gaiter, The Biblical Lessont , A Obapter on BlblJ.cal Ar

cha1ology. London, Routledge , 191;. A tine work which hu tao 

few footnotes . However, Ga.shr'• work 18 r1.ne. but tra.d1t1oilall7 

!acll..t11,l . 

P , Buhl., Canon and Text or the 0. 1'., Bd.inburgh, Ch.rk, 1892. 

r tat1ng his theo~y tor7 ooncisel,
Buhl has the excellent habit o a 

1 hit rHder • ve.r7 complete 
and t.hon concentrate• OD gi1' ng .,.___,. hol 

treaelJ ca:re1.-. ac a.r-
blbliograph:,, Hls scl>olor•h1P u .,, .. 

sh.J.p • -!!.~~~~~!..J:th!:J•!...!!M!:••~•~•!::"•!!!•~1"-coe;-C.=ri~t_i_o_al_&_d.i_t_m 
c.o . Ginsburg, .!Jltroduot1on t o 



of the Hebrew Sible, Londort., 
bB. 

'l'!'ll\J.tar1en Biol 
nu.a 1& ono. of the flnest • Soc16t1, 1897 • 

• 
verv fascet or Bibll works 

th1
t can be found. It contah 

' cal bhtory, 
Gin.s b.irg 11 not concerned 

.:1th exegesis or • n1thin t 
g bat boardora O!l tht rea.1.» or the 

subjective. 

C. D. Ginsburg, Tho Hasaorah London, Be.llantyne, 1663, 'I'h1J 

1a fl 111R3sive, 3 volume, work de&11ng "1th the Maaaorah .• 

Glnabur5 draws all his in!'orniatlon tro;ai manuscript.a and loavH 

nothll\i: t:> c:hanoo. 

Geiser, V.assorah, Jucllaebe Zeltschr1tt rur "'1a:unaeha!t Ulld. 

~ , vol-ume 3 , 1837; volUSlle 4, 18)9; vol\llle 10, 1872, Broslau, 

Brodhagache. rfhia aeries or art1clu costit7 to a very koen 

eenae of scholarihlp, Ge1gor exceU 1n Rabb1.nlu and its relation .. 

•hlp to tho history or tho Bibllotl tut, 

H, Oraetz , Monattsoh.ri.rt. , B1n1 Masoretische Studh, Krotosctu.n, 

Monaach , 188S, volume Jl; 1B87, volW'.llt J6. Graetl h • scholal' 

whC> doscrv&11:s to be studied. Be hi.I •~ u.P•chllJ t1no theorlH 

'Which requlr6 turthtr 1.nvest1gat100, 
J Philadelphia, .Te,d.sh 

B. Gt-netz , History or the_ .Tews , ,ol. , 

Publication Society, l 9b.9. In tu.• biat ory Graeu 1a very 

or ot the 8ib11cal text. 
tlcetcby when be deal• vitb th• hilt 1 

Ruburger, Re--1 Encyclop••l!!!• 21 
St.uUga.rt , J!eUltr1ober, 

U concerned vtt,b ttu, B1b11cal 

l89S, Like Dillman, Huburger, 

t o:x.t. He i s at times quite .sketohy. 
and. o.olo ent ot' the Kaasor • 

l . Jial"rl a, Ma.saoriah : Th.• R1s• 
889 

fll!t uticle i s 
fell torlr, l • 

tb.e hi•torJ or th• Ka,scrrah J'e.vtah Quarterly Ro•1•W, l, 

a t J1&a~urt!I of 1n.torin1t1on. H• co·.,.r-• 



69. 
troa H• very begJ.nnln& to •bout 

the tent1, •••""7 C! lfo 
lelM to\larda tra<U t1on and la • 

coi,p1ote17 """"'t lllou. 
l!e:"4'el, Innerma■orett.ache Beat.at.t 

""'8•~ doa :S.U1t.,.,. , s,1u-,hrltt t'ur die alte1t.,.entu b ~ -
c • •utatucban., 52, llerU.n, fl>;-e1'1ann, 1934.. HOQp•l ' 1 •tlld7 h • .. ~7 ttao ono. 111 

scholarahlp 1a ax.tr •ZMl)' tboroU&b and ht• OOD.cl1alom are •t 
tires a little radical . N1•.rth.iu, , ba au.at oot M &1.uba ed but doe: roGUiro 1nvoat1&ati0n. 

K. S . Hlrach1'eld , blaehi1ebe ho5eu, Boru,,, S!aioo, 1at,o. 
Thl• work la a hlator7 or la.la:dJ.c uep,t.e 11.Dd d11e.u.,1u tbe l'lllnldlc .-ethod. 

c . levlaa, fl.aaor&h, J•vlah SbeycloP•dla
1 8, lev York, l\mk and \ang,olls , l9J0. 'lbJ.1 article .. ,..., u • pod -..,.1nn1.ng, lt 

treat.a 1111 l C1eet11 or K.uo:-et.lc •tudJ but doe• not •Jr;Ji,l7 the ?"•a~r vlth roo:.notea . tbel"t la a aall 'bi'ol!ograph,J at tb• 
end or th• art.lclt. 
P-aut ~le, t'.aaoreten dea O.tana, Ltlpzlg, H•.W1ehl, 191). 

It 1• • l'\::td or Woru.c.1011 end 1a baaed 
4 tr,,lcal Aahl• book, 

on aanuacr1pt atudJ. 

1
m 

. St uttgart , Kohl.hlmNr, • 
la\ll Kahle , Maooreten det 11•• tAM_, tau 

or aD extNUlY vonibr 
l9J0. 'l'hl1 too • .,8-lf1cent produot 

v· d 00 ■araaer1pt study. •oho1o.r. This work. •• 11• 11• 1s bes• 'lb.ti book oxford, 19'.µ. Peu.i .,._,.,.., e, Th• Cair o aen1za, LOndoP, ..... e=--,ry •uu.1. 
I t ••- '° - • C<Hllprtao■ a eerie■ of th1'•e lec~u.:••• 

• t ·- bOOkl. 
-'-olarlJ 

or the at'or uentioaeu ..... lb l~)O. ' ••: J • -
d qer~• t 

S.,.t>u.,,g•r 01• Bedout ....i • • Xarl•ll••1b, - bH • ot th• VOrlt deal• -- v l th th• ph•'""'- bOlal'• - :u,lllt-
---0 ot all ,e t h• , _. rT r•ature. or th.e vork. 1• 



tne alternate reading theory, 70. 

1'11"1,ert , line Serie de Qere Kethib p 
'= ar1,, 1891 A 

..,ork but it expresses hi.s th • ve-r,.- sllort 
eor-y in. a. aapie and a lie 

s .D. Luzzat.to , Letters , CQZDPlled b xp it 11anner . 
Y l. Lliztatto, h-zemysl 

:upnik and K."lollor , 1882-18911 1 thi ' 
• n s .seriea o.r letter .a 

there is just one which touches Oil the ~ubJect d1scu~sed in 

this essay. It, however, ruu,t be checked becauae there a.re no, 

footnotes . 

J. Petles_, Etymologische Studhn_1 Bresla,u., Sehlet.ur, 1871. 

A fine study of ~he Hebre1o· and cognate languages. 

E. Robertson, The Toxt of the 0.1'. and Methods of 'fextual 

Cr1tiels.m, London. T'n1s 1s a lecture. Therefore, the 1.uthor 

does not delve too deeply into his au'bject. 'Ibe loeture, 

even when printed, has ver1 few notos . 

E. P .K. Rosenmuller, lle.ndbuch rur d. Liter,tur der Bibol , 

Kr1tik und £xegese, 1, 1797. Rosermnlller is a very ea,pable scholar 

even though, we have dismissed hi:D in ou.r ess•1• Be d.ooa 

dese?>ve more consideration than wu afforded to h.iJn in our 

discrtation. 
186 7 l'h• P••l 1min«>l:r 

SB.l.es, ~ , Philadelphia, Lippincott, • f th 
but like rnaJl1 se.holar& o e 

diaconrse tries to be seholarl1 
o Moslem trad1t1on. 

Koran he seems to be bound t 1 London 
t ll.& lewish Chronic e, -

s. Schechter, To the Bditor of letter to t}le ewor 
8B8 Thi• 1' • 

~h Chronicle, Jan. 1.3, 1 • that Jews should 
d t- t~t tl.m.• 

li'hich combats the il'iew e.xpresse e. 

return to the triennial cycle, J 11b Cburcb, Jfolf ~o:rtk, 

W. Robertson Smith, 



71. 
!;ploton, 1861, 

o! tho taet thu 
'rho loct11ru .,.1 rin. 
S.ltb do6a one, blit ,,. i:un bt a.ware not- ,,._.., to be lllble to hucn ri.,.bblniC tuts and r1U1s sol l o 

• 1 Ob ••oonr1u,- Jaahrtata J.G. Soo!rer, Zeitschritt t,a, di • 
• &lteatuientllche \t111ena~ eerl111, Riokorsoho, 1892 ••l-. U • 

' · 12. 'The a.rtlele doe, ..,, lio up to tho qualtt1 that -.,_, In till, JOUrnol • 
.t. $pel'"ber, Probleru ot the Y..aaora, Heb:-.., thton. College 
~• 17 • Cino1nnat1 • 1943. 1'h1, h Ill utr-17 tlno artlcio 
which 1nve•tlgate■ corta1n probleiu that ht•• the11' origin 1n Rabbinic l1teraturo, 

\'Mmpson, H~ndbook or Grook a.od Latia Paloocopy. Lol>doo, 
Clarendon, 189). Tho boolr dou not ~.,. to auc1a eo I.ha 1ubJ .. t 
dhcu11ed in our ea1ay. 

~•od.or • l-:Ona.tsschr1tt r. O.scbtchto u. W1ueruehan d, Jud ... 
•nth.ut,s , 010 K1dr■1cbim t.a Per.tateuoh Ulld du d:r11Jabl"11• 
P&leatlneneache en■lu,, lroto1chln, Kona,ch, lMS, YOluae 34. 
ln Ju•t a very few P•&•• Theodor dJacuasH quiU tullJ I.he 
tl'ie11111a1 .,.1 • • 

Cat. l"o?"re7, Tt-antaction.t of th• Connecticut .tcad•J ot Art• 

dNc::ribH the !!!!!,_So1enoH. lS' 1909, Ill tbia artiola Tor,•r 
- ' ~r 7 1n. r•S,ll!d • th• alt.rnat1•• rt1d1DS •••ona 'Wh:,he accepts 

to Ko,-1 and Ketib, o.tor4, 1899, 
tb• Hebr•" 11~ f .lf. Weir, Short History ot o.heok utr's rtaar'ita 4 tb r,ader mu1t coq,,.ohen.aive stud.1 but • re"•~•• to b too W1 tooc.110t.. or • •cau,e ho doea not hi•• 

hla aourcoa , - york, 19S7. 8 ,..__ T•- or th•~-, • •...- thvet.n, !.n,!:"--•=~-•-



Schorr, Re- chelutz , fA::ber, 1856. 

Aiariah de Rou1, Moor EJn1y1m, Htntua, 1$7J•lS7S, 1'>-anahtod 
bJ Israel ~brM■ , Philadelphia, 1920. t'hta b 14 euly crlt1oal 
1U.1dy. It t.reae.s the vowel 17st .. and H•br1v gr .. l!". 

lrauss , Der <n>.los 1n &UOflttlschtc Te.i-te, Z..ltechrUt tv 
die olt.aatWT1entllcho Wisstnachat't, Ohun, Rlek.-,,,cbe, Yolum• 
22, 1902. 4 brh! but Ml packed article e..is.oc with • 

Aa1soretie p:-obl e..'1'1. 

M, >a.11:r.1ner, Intr oduction to the famd, C1neJ.n.nat1, l&9b.. 
nu, boo,c 1a concerned vlth t J:.•~•11 and th• prtno!ples 

inYolvod tn tho act1v1t7. 

N. Krochmal , More 1:ebuehe lfaas::i.E, 

lochstadter, Ben ChaD!/'l•• 186>• 
Lu&tatto , Or Boker . J•r•1o.ll, 187). - --- cht ~t.arJ on -4brllbanel lntroctuct1on to 1692. 

• - ••·•"-r~ ~ . ~~nao au• d.Z- Sobl•, 
~dll'l• cboloJ' PalU a.i,i0 Die lfobraU•I>-" .i,11 _.at ' 0 

• b work tl7 Stuttgart , 19$1. AJU)tlt•r ,upor 



S,L , Straclc, Prolo oae 73, Ila Cr itic• Ill ' •tu. !:,!J-Ct:11 , Leipzig, He1n:-tcha lS !eit.._,nt\a Heb. 
' 73, 111-ittoo In 11ork la lnvalu•ble, It l1tt loti,, thia au 'flt'1a.nta 1n in tho pr1 vate codic•a . th

• hlaud IUld 

Jacob ben Chayu,, • Introducti on to tha Rab' 
•lliio B~lo Journal ot Sacr•d Literature and ill.bl! 1 • ---ca .Recol"d, t-r.a.nalattd bJ C O G1naburg, London, IUtchell, 1a63• • • ~ V'OJ'i: tren, lla.1.nlJ tb• i,henor:ena of tho Kerl and lat1b. 

P1n1kar , Kerem Chemed . 

Rappaport , ~ooh llilHn, 

Pr1ed.-ann, Beth Talaud. 

llrllll, Beth 'talr.ud. 

P. Oel1tzsch, Corr.iment ar uber Dion Padter, Lelplig, OorttlUIC 
and ftranke , 16$9. Arter ruding '1:o wo~a or OiNbw'g ....i h11 
c~nta on Delit:::scb I • W ald eo re.:idar a'AY S.:.,u.ui oa. 
on the work. B• do•• a.._ t o han aome ury &ood idH,. 
L. Blau , Ma1or etesch1 Unt trsuohung•n.J.. Str111tnir-1, trubner. 
1891 . A. abort but ax.celltnt vorlt llllllch works w1'?'1 th• i dea 
tti.t th• po■ t Tal#iud.ic 1a,teorUu d.1d not \Ul,dertt&nd 

th
• 

T&Ulllldh • .,,.,~. 
t •· die He111«• Schrlfi..A- ai4&pNt, • Blau, Zur R1.nle1tUJlf5 ...,.. -

It aocUo» ,m,iob 'l'rubner, 1894.. A ahCr t intro4•••
1
00. • 
JI• ofttr• • gr• d dH 1 tor 



-
Jewi1h 1ublieati0n Soeietr, 1937• 

'11,J.a 1a 1 •t••· horl and !.etlb, Bspec1allr •alua~l ., or tla • &J'e ti>.e chaf, 
t.,.Y6 bean incl\lded 1n the book, ta t hat eostrom, Alternative Readings 1n - t.bt B1br1" or tha &x>k.a r s.,.u•h Roel< Ialand llUcou '"-··t 0 

' ~- a.ca, l918. A. l b>rt vork strcss1n~ the theorJ or &lcernattve retcilngs. 
::>. a.r:bw-.;er, Einle1twtg zur Tobiah b . Sl..1az1r '1 Leka. Tob ~ • Le11Jtig, \/Un'burg, 1887 • .?u!t DJ cbaM1 there b 1 raaark to t.b6 subjec.t we fiacuasld. 

.l.. ?,.eubau.er, }ecileval Jevis..'I\ COC"'l;en~ar1es and Chroaologteal !Cotes, O:xford_. Clarendon, 1887-9). An utre:tlJ tin• voril and n.n excellent sow-ce tor that pul~ in b1.at.o:-y. al.lu1 Lev1 ta, ha.ssoret.b Ha.- Kusor.th, Loll.don, Longi:an, 1867, t r aruolated bJ C. D. Gl.naburS, A ..,,.7 tino tr61tho cleall.ng wi th history or the text. It 1.J especlall.J •alu.bl• tor tM tb.eo!"1es on tho •o"el polnh. 
Geiger , Urachri.tt und u~ra1tzuD5tn der 31l>el Ul !,hrer a'b-ha.ngt&:ut von d•r 1.nnern EntvickelU!f ct-s M ~ $'1.tla."'ll, a.ls•· ublblt• 
l!ainaw,r • l8S7 • A most voodorl'lil bls torJ, . 
tr....,ndous scholarshipJ 

1 o1 . _ _ . ____ • • • s.~~ 1,o1.p11s, og • llr&n1ce1 , ~
 ·-· f ch• 1optuasillt t,!lo 110rld o lll!;J., iuc ollent 111tr oductioD to · 

t1C ttxt• IJld l ta r elati on to th• iuoort , 18b). ti.I c;ot .W-'• !!t>1"' P ,.l, De Lagard , Pronr l>l_!!!II JJ>l'• ,_.doD •• tbO 1,1,to.y 1' 1. co~entary but 0.005 ba"' , oc• 
or tho liibl1cal text, 



~ 
pc,Uaol<, Haliohoth Ke<tta, Vhll:lc; 1661. 1h11 la • h11tor7 ,mieh deala at the •-=• t1-e vhb tho "1bllou ten. 
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