
'l'IIB .iOCOOJl'l'S OP JffISH 'l'll&.VJILLIBS '10 PJJ,BSnD 

1B ~ KIGB'l'Dlft l;EfuBt. 

BY 

snnmr IIICBUL BOGllD 

~. use. 

SUbaiUed 1D parlial fulfillMJR of the reqlliremenh for the clegrN 

of llaater of Hebrn Literature and Babbi. 

Please respect copyright; do not save, print, or share this file. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion



!Am.I a, COl!l:DfS. 

1. Introduction. 

'!he Acoown of Gedalia of sem.eoa. 

s. ~be Letter of Kordeob&i de Lattea oonoerning Abrabam Bo•1go. 

,. ;,,x J. 2,11< 
I 

!he Acoou.nt of Slmba lien J'oebo.a Baa• of Salaoieoa. 

APPDDU. 

TraoelaUon of llOrdechal de LattH letter. ,,,,.. "f' _ , r 

Pr~er of the CbaHidia o~•ed b7 Menaba :ilal~l of Vltebak. ~• f . 

BI BLI OGRAPHY. 

Please respect copyright; do not save, print, or share this file. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion



Ili'l'R0DOC!IOB. 

Palestine has alway-a occupied a unique poeition in the heart 

or the Jn. Earl,- in Biblical tim&e we fiJld tbt Patriarch Jacob 

eqressing hie love for '\be Land: "11117 • with the bones of rq 

forefathers" (Gen. 49.291 "When you.r aother will die bll17 lt9r 

nest to me," •~• Tobit (tobit 4,5). '!hie love wae n°' ~nched 

when Jeruealem was deetro,-ed in 70 A.D. on the oont'l'ar7, t•i• lo•• 

grew stronger in the heart of th• J•• • •· Everr corner, every tr•• 

r ecalled u.nto him tbt allfferings of hie peo~le. Eve17 rock am atoDI 

arouee4 hie epirit with tbe desire to bllild once more a Jewi■h home 

and to restore the glory \hat once waa Zion••• Al a rellllt each 

generation produr•d great and famoua MD who cOllld no longer contain 

t hemselves. overcome b7 thi1 love for the Land of tbeir forefather•. 

they left their homes and familiH oomforl and peace to prq a1i the 
1. 

graves of the lai.:ite and Profh9t1. '!'hey faced am.ch hardship of trsrel 

and incon•enience •111 finally succee(Wd in reaching their goal. 

AmOJlg the pilgriu •• find man,y ■}!.o have len their tr~vel• in 
2. 

poetry. Other• have left us illteresting atoriea concerning t he places 

they visUM. Coupled with these atoriee, are accou.nb of the c.on

dition of the land and of the people as well as directions tor travel112g 

to Palestine, which would inform their brethren dhperaed throqgho11t 

the fOllr oornere of the earth as to the canditione of the oountr.,. 

'1'be maJorit7 of th•-• stor ies are fou.nd printed in t he form of letter• 

l. Eisenstein - Preface to hi• J,, :4 o t:J ,1 1~1 Ii 
2. Jehuda HaleY")' - ~I;< N ~~ ,7 /1''¥ 
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HIS'lOBY 

.'f'h• proxlait7 to 'l'uktir and to tbl cU7 of Saloniki. ti. 

head.qtl~•n -:it the SabbaUan ••ct. lent p&rUc'11ar lmen1U7 

to \bl Hotariaa aO'f ... at 1A Polanda the •1A center of the ..,., .. 

Mnt oa• to be in PodoU.a. 'lb• agitator. and originahn of 

theH Hot• ••re recruited. p&r117 f'roa taOll£ the obacure ••"•• 

par\17 f'roa tb• I.abl>alilh. tbe end of tbe HHDtHDtb ceutlll'7. 

a LithnenSaa J'" b7 \he _.. of Za4ok, a plain. iporan1 aan. •ho 

had bNn an innlceeper • began ,,, prophe.§1 that the •Hi&h •oul4 

1. 
appear in 1696. J.bo11t t he .... U• a •r• Hrioue propagand.in 

of ~• •Hiah Idea appe&NCl 1A the person of Cha,yi• Kalacb. BaYi.QS 

resided in 'PUJ'te;r, where he bad co• iuto contact •1th tbe S~im, 

wel+ob returned t o Po lam and began to aud.c le the haada of tbl J"•• 

He N oretl;r preached that Sabbebl Z9Yi ••• the -Hiah, and that 

like 110, ... • ho ha4 kept tbl Ilraelit•• in tbl 4eHrt for for~7 -,eare 

before bringiag t heta to the Prolliaed L&Dd, M •Ollld riM fro• the 

4-a4 acd red ... tb.e J'"bh people 1A 1106. f orty 7e&r1 after hi• 

2. 
con•er aion. 

Cb.ayim Jf&lacb' • propaganda pro•ed auo09Hhl, part1cularl7 

uions•t the Jw• of Polol ia and Cal icia, He ••• eoon Joined ll7 
3. 

another a£1tator, Jehll4ab the Saint from Sb14111;s, Ha•ing •tu41ed 

Practical Kallb&la 1D Ital7, hdah th• Saint returned to bi• athe 

land md began to hd t ate the •tu41011a "THhiYa baohll.ria" lmo tbi• 

bi dun and forb14da wbdoia. lie •oon •on to b1a UD1' a4he.renh, who 

1. Dubnow•e Bi•tor., of J'•H in llueia a8ll Poland PC• 208 

2 . Ibid PC• 2u8 
3. In POl hh it la oalled Siedlec (Du.bnolt• iltid fDntoot .. pg. 208) 

t 
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oallK th•Hhe■ \h■ "Baa141■," tile Piou One■• ~ ■-bera of 

1.bi■ Hot eagaae4 in .uoetic exerciH■; In anticipation of \he 

».■■iah, \hey ■-de Pllblic confeaeion of their aim and iuene4 

-.,.uc&l pr--,.ra in their lUu.ro. H&71m Jlllach in J61Dlng tilia 

••ct, broagh\ o••r 111UQ" of hi■ Sabattiu follower■• '1'bl -'bar 

of tbeH Haaidill 'be~ 80 large, that the Onhod.0% Babbia 'beca■e 

alarMd and began to peraecute 'Ill•• Unct.r tbl effect of \he .. 

perHcuUona, the lea4era of thh Hct nartecl propaaaada for a 

■ua imigraUon towud1 Pale1t1i,e, \her■ to welcOM in hiu■ph 

the approachiDg lrilaaiah. 

~ J .. a ••re carried ••&7 117 thi1 prop-sanda. In tbe be

ginning of t he •ight .. uth Cent1U7, a troop of on• hWldHCl u4 hut7 

pilgriu ■hrled. on their •&7 wader the Joint l~r•hip of ·Jehu4ah 

tlw Saint aDd Chqia llalaah. 'lbe eaigl'&Dt■ baHlle4 1D group■ 

b7 •8i'J of .lal■tria, Ger-.o,y aDd Ual7, ■topping in tba Yario11a 

ciUe■, where their leader■, dreNe4, after u~ maUer of penitent 

■inner■, in white ahrouda del1Yered fiery ezhortaUon■, in which 

and tbe women were greaU7 impreued b7 the -,,.che■ of tbe Yig

orou■l7 aacetic JQl!ah. on tba road. the POli■b waad.erer■ Hre Joinecl 

by otber group■ of J"•• deairou.■ of -rhiUng the Hol7 La.n4, ao 

that the nwnber of tra-reller• reached 1300 ■au.la. one part7 of 

elligranh, led b7 Chqim Malach wa■ 4hpa\ohe4 •Uh th■ aid of 

charitable .r ... of Vienna, fro■ that c1t7 to Co.o■tanUnople. .uotber 

part)', bieaded. b7 Jehudah the Saint haHlled. to Pale■UDI b7 •&7 of 

Please respect copyright; do not save, print, or share this file. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion



'?M eigbt"ntb oent11r7 waa an important one for Paleatine. '!be 

JaleatiJlian Httl ... nt • wbicll bad. been gnatl7 4ecreaaecl b7 tu 

OiJPHHion of Ibn J'aroakb wae filled. 1n a ebon U• cbia t o the 

untiring efforle of tba "Shlllcbi■" or elliesariH eent bJ tbe •ariou 

inatitutiona iJI Paleatine; to oltllect moM7 for their aupport. 

'?be seal of these MD aroueecl the daain 1n the bearb of IUIJl' 

to lean their own lande &111 to H t tle 1D Pale.tine. •peo1&ll7 

did tbh desire to go to PalesUne beco• enbanced tlu'ough tbe 

publioiuti•n of the Yariou 4ebatee concernil:lB Sabbeth&i !ebi and 

hie follower•• '!'hie beree7 ••r••d to atrengthen th• belief 1a 

the co■ing of th• llilaaiab eHn 1n thoH who 414 not belieH .. 1.a 

Sabbetbai Zebi. Aho, a group of Bueian Jns under tlMt leader

ship of Jelw.da the Saint of Sbidlih, left for Paleatine towarcla 

the end of tbe 17th oentu.1, 

t 
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When tbia group arrhed. in Jerual•, th411F 1-cliatel7 "' 

about erectug for tbaaael ••• bo•• 1 rel,-1.Dg QpOD tu prom.M 

made to the■ b7 their Germ.n brethr•A• 'l'h•7 e.,.n went ao far 

&a to reop81l tbe S711aeogu of llaimon1dea, u well aa 1io borroe 

11111ch money at a high interest rate. However I thi a ■ona7 waa 

f ortheolling 14 the •O\I.Jlta uce■•&l'J' tor t he coamnlt7 to .i. 

ta1n itself. 'l'he interest a pt rising aiad. at om tm thq ••n 

threat--4 •1th the expulaion b7 their creditors unleaa tba7 

aol d their bouaea and pai d back their debh. NeHrtbelen, people 

were found in J».atria who tried t o help them with their difficultiH. 

Leopold I and JoNph I of ~trla tried W gat her pled&H in order 

t o pay off thil debt at once aa ••11 as t o at rengthan the ~U7 

ao t hat they would never tear utter diuolutiO!l. :But thi a pl&D 

cam11 to na11e;ht. Samaon Werthei•r loat all of hie fortune aDll tba 

plan could not be carried out. In 1711, the oredUora tore down 

th• ho1111u built b7 thie group as .. u .. th• S7nagO£U•• Th• head• 

of the com:11U11t7 bad to fl•• 1n order to eave theuehH. 

In general , th• coDditUna improved, for in the illterim, the 

go.,.n i•nt ceased z i ving the far-off proTinCH to offi cial a to deal 

with a s thQ" •• flt . '!'he governaent Uaelf Ht about ruliqr the .. 

plaoea with a watchf ul •7•• On accOUDt of th1a, poli t i cal _condit i ona 

improTtd eo amoh that the miabera of Jna ill in. fOllr pr inoipal 
1. 

ci t i es, Jeru.aalem, Acre, Hebron and Haifa, i ncnaaN. 'fith "the help 

r . 
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' 

of the em1Har1••• who from tiM to Um■ went abod oolleoU• 

!unda, the Y .. hiuhe grw 1D Dllllber. and their Babbie beo&M 

mown tbroughout the four oorn•r• of the larth. even the nuO;, 

or the KaUala, wbicll had dwindled after the ua1h of Iuac 
1. 

Luria, beg&D to blOHOll forth ODO. aore. 

j,bou.t 174 7, the J.lhteoazio comwu t7 waa onoe aon organised.. 

Five 7eara later, 1752, H fim a ••ll tbrhi.Dg oommunU7 wUh 

2. 

famoua men aa 1h leader■• B. Hq1111 Terubaa of Tilna. R. Abrabam 

colll!llWlit7 ••• .aenrtbel•H a "'•'r7 a-11 one and for •• WllcDa.n 

beoaM aaaotiated. with the sepharcllo o011mU.Dit7 and rece1Yecl ttair 

■u.pport from tbltm. 

'!'he ChaHidi•• followera of the Beaht, and not of Judah the 

Saint, who 1eUled in Paleetine 1D 1701, left a aore nbetanUal 

aettl ... nt 1D Pale1:,Une. ilthough the founder of the aoveMDt. 

Iarael Baal•Sbem ud• thrH attempt• to get to PaluUne, •o•• 

s. 
thi• al•a,p cropped up to detain bia. In fact, ~t o.ae tim, be 

alaoat aucceecled., getUng 1D fad , aa far aa ConatanUnople, bu.t 

bad to turn back. ReYerthelH■, ~ of hil follower■ did p 

t cere, aettled and left behiod. tham • ooloa, which en■t• wrUl 

th9 present ~- There were aany reaaona for their going to 
4,. 

Pale■tine foremoat of which ••• ti. das1J"8 to basten the RecleapUon. 

'l'h• first of the Bueidia t o go to Paledioe ••• JleUh• Hlndel 

of VUebalt. Bi• life 1D Hordelc, Litbum.a. bad been deYot•cl to the 

1. De LaUH' letter OD J.brahaa BoYigo in the jppU41x. 

2. Lunos - O' (., ~-/11 Vol XI, PS• S9 

z. 4 ,7,oh ln,1 ,~ o 
•• Boncl•t•k.T J\.rror,p/ ,rT10Qi1 •ol. 1. pg. 66 

f 
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t•oh lQS of Jluaidi•• which be ha4 learne4 from .bis t•acmr Dor 

Ber. t.be )lagicl. of ••rUs. Amo.ag hie po.pill wen -.o,- who were 

laur 4HUne4 to beoo• taoas, Ierael pol1'mr. Alll'abaa Ba 

r:ohu KoUaher &Dd Shne1U' ZalUD of La41• toum.er of " 7 .Sn " 

cbaHidi• and author of ",-<•J ,h ". •nab• JlaDdal •u a oemer 

of a contr0Hra7 bet.ND hh d.laoipl•• and their opponent• " 

" 1D the IOIID of Vite~. !be ffflills beheea tbeH ho 

group• ran ao hip that •Dab• ».Del.el wae pd into " D? II • 

I 
b7 the llithnagcli•• who oau.aecl hill AO eD4 of trouble. Be aa4e 

~ oHrturea f or peace. bm to no aTail. .u a nav.u. u Ull 

bi• follower• 4ec14ecl to l••• Bu-ope IIDll ■title 1D Pal.MtlM. 

Ill th• month of A4ar. 1767 • .be an4 .b11 follower•• Ierael PGlhlter, 

! brab.Nl _!!_li1ker 1 &Dd othere, DIUaberiDg aoae SOC Mn, waa.n aa4 

children, left Lith&l.&Dia an4 ••' ••11 tor PaleatiDe. After av.ch 

hardahip and ~r. the7 arrhed iD Pale■tine in tbe aonth of 

Ebul • 176 7. 'l'be7 \:eat to Safecl wbare thq bepn t heir cOIIIIWd \7. 

,. 

Safecl ainoe the da.J• of the trlquial Uon , had beo~ \be oeiiter 

of Kabbala and 11111aUoiN. Near Sated, 1D Meron ••• tbe kmb of 

1. 
Babbi S1-or. ben Tobai. purported. t o be the fov.ader of labl>al.a an4 

author of t he " 7;11 > "• Hert. too, dwelt at one tiM, the great 

Jtabb&liato Ieu.c Luria aa4 .b11 pupil BaT1■ Vital. lk>••• OordoHro , 

Solomon Alkabe•• JoHph Karo, --• Ahheitb• lliJah Vlclaa aa4 

-u.r othera. tile Oheaaid.ia looked apon thia 0U7 as om of ti. 

bOliHt 1A the Bol7 Land - "the beaa.t7 Of sated h greater thM 
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s. 

that f) f atJ7 otber cl t7 in Pale■Une. '10 thl• place cue 111DMN 

lltDdel and hb follOHH and d .. u. 'l'he7 fOIUJd 1:bere mao,y good 

houa••• which were placed at their diapoaal. The ci1:7 waa Ter7 

bl&, and maa;, opponani UH pre■euted tbeuel TH to thllll in the 

•83 of making a l1T1.ag. Rowe.er, there wu one ditfioQ).1:7, tht1r 

could not underatand. tbe apeeoh of 1:heir r.llow Jn■ and ooQ).d 

not make thneehea u.aderat •>od.. Although there wer e 1f8ZJ7 variHiH 

of food to be fowsl in 1:b• cit:,, 7et nerythlng •a• dear, d- to 

the loouata and a war 1:bat wae goillg on. Their tw.1,, aoon be-
1. 

came d.epleted cautiQg 1111ich e1:arvation. A• a re1ult, BAah• i.ndel 

choae Ilrael Poliaker to return to Europe for fu.Dda. o,- cu 

imagille t!.W grief 1:hat wu hit wllen called ~on h leaH the 

dwelliDg place of hie desiN a.D4 hope. R .. r1ih■lH1, bh Babbi 

had choHn bia for thie hol7 work and be 11ullt ob•7• I■ra■l 

Polllker did go a.id aucoeede4 1D raleiQg eno\lBb 110ne7 to n;pl,)On 

1:h• co11111DUSit7 for a lo11g um■• In honor of tbll ■11.JpOr\ noehed 

from Kurope for tbll Hol7 L&Dd, l.lenahem lleadel ~ bi■ dbciple 

2. 
compoaed a epecial be•d1c1:1on. 

If 1:be ~ Sb• did not •rlt 1:h• r~ht to go to P&leati.D■, 

hie great graad■on, BahMD, grand.ion of hie daugh1ier reige dici. 

lie:bMn of Bntslav was born ill triean 1772, th• HJ'7 7ear tbat 

th• :Magid Dov Ber died. 11: ••• at a U• 1then Cbaeid1111 •aa at 

11i1 1owe11i ebb. Cbaddim were dtlven fro■ city 1:o cit7, aor1 their 

teachi11g1 banned. 11: •a• Bab.an'• duty to rea1:o~ 11: to 11:a 

fomer glory, a task which be eventual.17 aecompliahed.. 

1. Letter of I■rael poUabr in 1761 in Bordet■Jr;y--. J.1T'OTl1'I 0'1'0f I/ 

I. Cf. AppQiiz 

f 
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'l'o lat.an. P&leetine bee- the obJect ot hh uepe,t lo'H 

and veneaation. "'l'o QDderataad Chaaidiam one met breathe tu 

3. 

air of Pale.tin••" Be lbed &nd breathecl PalestiJ:le, hi• thought. 

••re ot PalecUm and 111AQY ot hie "bon mota" were or ti. lan4. 

"'!he abar,lut• fQWJtaiD of wieclom and reaeon ii fo1Ul4 in PalHUne." 

"There a aan oan at-.&in to the highest degree, to be lib Bia. 

prahed be BU ll&Mr' "WhoaoeHr wbbta to be a ·hue .r ... , au.et 

•• 
go to Palestine." ltfal.HtiDe ud the 'l'orah are one." 

Surrounded 117 hrmoU and ,trite, Bebrnea felt tbat th9H ••• 

only one place for hia to go, in order to revive hie clroopiQS 

s~iritual. aD4 pbyaio&l powera. '!'hat place •a• PU..-ine, I.-d1atel7 

after PaHover, in the 18 ~ of t.u •nth I,ar, 1798, he left 

for Palestirw 1D tbe oo■p&ll1' of a grou.p of Aahkenazic and Sephardic 

traveller•• He travelled incognito, dwelling in coutaatiDopl• 

tor a tille, raggeil and dirt7. ao that no one would reoogni .. bi■• 

However, on Roeh Haehonah BY• of that yea r, 1798, he arrived at 

Haifa. R• waa cordiall7 received 117 the clildran of tho■e Cb&Hidia 

who had come to ?&l.Htine with K•nab- llendel of Vitebak and invited 

to talat up hie reeidenoe 1D either Safed or !ib•riu. H• refued, 

u yl.a.ining tbat he w&Atecl to be left &lone for the High Holy Da.T• 

promising them, however, that he wollld aoon aftei· retlU'n to them. 

He retUl'Ded after succoth and took up bi• reeidence 1D 'l'iberi••• 

Thia cay had become the center of Cbas eidi am in Palestine under 

the laaderahip of lltnah• l(endel of Vit•~ and hh diaoiple •brahaa 

lrolhker who wa s elill lhing whea Nabluul arrived then, ~bbi 

3. Kinld.n-Romuo• of Haeidim PSf 2'7 

"-• Ibid pg. 2'7 
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Abrahaa allowed hia great honor QPOn hi• arrbal am plaoad. 

at Ju• diapoaal •"•17 aeaae at hie oo-....i. 

!he effect of bi• •lilt••• o,enhelai.ag. 81 felt hiuelf 

■wept PB.¥ b7 an emotion bit bad neYer felt before. Chaseidia 

came ~o hla, •--er tor a an and refreabing word troa th• 

10. 

d. .. cendazrt of the Bu.l. Sh•, bid hie eaotloaa )roYad. too etro,w 

f or worda. Be was once aabd to gi'f'• an imerpretaUo.11 of a 

certain pasaage 1D the 'forah, but he was ao OYerc01111 with ~ 
1. 

motion, t hs.t t be word■ ■tuck 1n b1a aoutb. Ill dwelt there throllgb-

ou.t the wiDter, g iving hipelt OYer oompletel7 to the et11d.7 of 

the Kabbala, and viaiting th• grave or Simeon ben Yobai from 

t i me to tima. Here aaongat th• Kabbal1eb or renown, he foUD4 

what hi■ aoul m1t de1ired, here he felt it• ••••nee a.nd dr&Dlc 
2. 

it in as a thirat7 tra•ell•r drink• cool and refreshing water. 

J.t1er an ab1enc• of lH• tb&D one year, N8.UIIIILD returned to 

his naUve land. Be clid not want to leau, feeling all the U• 

that in PalHtine alone collld be dwell, onl,y there cO\tld one tioll 

tbat exaltad. epirit, that fiite and hoveH betwNn the two •orlcle. 

But hie heart ••• given over and boUDd to tba Cbaaaiddlm bit left 

bebiad him in the Diaepora, tboH youog and eager aoul• who bad 

fiock.84 to bi.a to 'be guided and in1pirad. by aome nn teaohing, 

aome Aft interpretation. s., hiuelf tel t, lhat h• ••• 4-stined 

t o awaken in t n• a an life of Cb&saidiam, and believed in hi• 

power to do 10. u a realllt, be retlll'ned. 

Pbyaicall7, he retu.rnad., apiritual.17, MHl'o 119 broU&bt with 

l. J\•n•CJ ~,,.,, pg. 8a 

2. llint.1.o- Bomance of Baaidiam pg. 2Aoft 
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him the land, the air and the H cret of it• holiaua. ~Oil 

returni.Qg be •xclaiaecl, " )(J only place 1a Paleniae. Whe••er 

I trav•.l U 1a for tba aau of Paleauoe. All the atnJl81;be 

and eneru, am life that I poHeH 1a becau.n I baH been ill 

Palest1n••" B• ••en went ao far u to oOllllll&D4 h1■ diaoipl•• to 

u. 

l 

f orget •Hl'J"i;hi.Jag t hat ba bad taught ihea before goiJJs to PalHUne~ 

.. l "oked upon Paleatioe •• the great touroe from whiob 1ar .. 1 

drew apoa for ia ,tre~h and intpiraUoa ill tbe D1aapora. "Who-

t here may be Mll1' bimrancea, let hi• g•t rid or ignore th• am 

go there." Bia pupil■ 1.D all of hh aqiaga a eyabollcal love for 

!'alesUoe. They 0110• asked h1j if meant 'bJ hh uUeraoce■ , Pale.

Un•, ■ymb0Uoall7. B• becaM enraged am replied to ih•i "ICr 

mes.ning h P aleaUoe literally, cd actually, ih atreet■ aD4 

2 
houMa. 

I a hia book of prqen,~/1'4.A '~fj1t, are --r bllallUM 

prayera -ong which h thi■ gea, uttered befnN hie de~UN fl,r 

Palesuaa. "Male• •• am ~ people Iarul wort JIT in th• abllbllance 

of 'l'IIT .rcy, •hat •• ma;s, ■111cerely, genuinely and earneaU7 

,-ar n to go t o tba Land of Iarael, allll grant • the resolu.Ucn 

to NaliN thh cra•ing of my heart. 'l'bou alone ltnoweat ho. gNat 

1a rq need of tbe Land, becau.■e of tbe dittractioH and ooatu,1011■ 

am 1.mperfecUooa whieb be■et ~ life and reaove • far from 'l'bH. 

'l'herefore, ~ heart yearn• and hunger■ tor the laJllll which h tba 

source am fountaiJl of our hnly faith." 

.. 
l. /7;1b ./t/n• Ill N • lf>, 

2. ;,•r, ,., .. n 

I 
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12. 

No greater lo•e tor the coanh7, with the exception ot t11,at 

prince 1n I11rael, J'thwla Bale•1, than Babbi •aha&n teu tor Pal

eauoe, had IUlY man. It wu a myaUc love which wae bound ap 

with th• teoderHt U•• ot hi• ecetaUc bean. 1:111 had oo aoo.aer 

come baok, when u longed to return to Pal.Htine, but the coDllitioo 

of hit ual th and tba c1rcwub110N ill which u •a• in•ohe4, pre

vaote4 hi• trOlll oar1'7iog out hie wieh. 

Soon after a coamnit7 ot Baba4 Cbaaaidia, follower• of Slmelllt 

Zal-.n ot Ladi, •a• fowide4 at Bebrom. 111 1795, there c•• to J'er

uaalem, sated ao4 'liberia• a large group of diaciplH of th• Viloa 

GaOD, R. lien.ahem KeQdel, B. Ierul of Sbklov and L S&adiah. !tie)' 
1. 

founded a ••ttleMat which r-1oed Wltil tbl preaeot dair• 

Io l71t, tbl political as Nll ae tbe nUgio1111 life of tu 

community beCUl8 endangered. At that tiM, ?lapoleoa I "Dt to 

Paleetioe and had &lrea4y conquerN a large part of the lud, b 

coaetal twm of .lore, Haifa and Joppa aod a.lmori reached Bulalah. 

Be intendecl to oonqaer Jeru■alem 1.n a abort while. At tibia U•, 

lt ••• wh1apere4 about that tbl Jha ••re united with the PNDCh 

again■t tbl 'la.rka. 'l'hi• was talH, but it mad• t he Jfta H'r7 

uocomtorhble. 'l'lle Chief Babb1 Tom fob ilgasy appeare4 befnre 

tbl go·urament and offered the aid of hi• commWli ty 1n digg1Qg 

dUchea am atreogtbenin€ tbl fortreasea. It 11 recorded that 

the Chief Babb1 himHlf aided in the wort. Be apote to hie people 

and arouaed th• to wort •1 ~h greater e.n.-r•g.r am ••al• '!h• weak 

and tlw -sed u Hut to the walling '1&11 to pray for tu aafet7 

0 1 / u,.r,1 Vol XI PS• 40 

t , 
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of the Coa!lQDU7. '?he COIIIWli t7 ••• spared, for that lligbt 

Napoleon left ~ah and returned to J'erual-. 

u . 

'l'hia period altbOQgb vieihd b7 ul&JU' tbouaaocle of pilgriu 

as well a• permanent aettl"• ia a poor and alia o• id it• 

wr i ter• of note. 0Q.r ~ cou.nta an •ery spare although gredl7 

diverai fiecl. In tile period of 100 7eara, 0Dl7 fin diariH 

of tra•ellere ha•• been left WI, al though at 1ibe end of thi• 

t i me, acholara, .r .. tah aa ••ll u non-J'•iah outside of P&lenine, 
1. 

beellllle interested 1D the moaing of the land. 

'l'be boots written on thie period are: 

1. 111 ;,•'T)':t "~i' J,t.>t b7 Simcha beDPeaacb fl-om :ar ..... 

! b h book 1• not available 1D the Ullited states , but 

1• MnUonecl 1D B. Boltric.bt 1 • "BibUo~heca C•~raphioa 

Palaatina" and b7 L. rAas in "li~rap~ of Pal.HtiDe" 

append9'1 to the E:QgUah 'l'ranel aUon of BeDJaaiD of ~el• 

b7 A. Asher. 

2. o• 'i>·IJ' o,,., -d ,o, b7 Oed&Ua of semecs-fOWld 1D an 

Al'ticle b7 Zalman BllbasbOv 1D 

t::eated in the tJIHie. 

J. Io"'" Vol II u4 

:s. !M letter of »ordecbai de LaUH t o JIOdena coucernug 

Abraballl Bo•igo &1114 hia aettle•nt in J'erueal••• !hi• letter 

1■ printed in /1• $ Vol VI in an article b7 Dr • .Taoob 

Mann or the Hebrew Union College and treated in the theah. 

4.. 'Jo / 1 I, 7.A t'< b7 J oaeph Sofer. 'l'hia book 1■ not 

available in t he United stat•• at preeent, bu.t 1• tram

lated in part 1D German b7 Dr. rurt Wilhelm in hi• book 
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5. 

"Wege Bach Zion." 

/i'f J, J ii JC by Simcha ben Joshua. 'l'bia 

boot waa tirat printed in Bort'ld.no, no date aY&ilable. It 

•u found in the ft /:/Obi) '1:tJ,'( of J. D. BiHnateiD, who 

print• it with certain deletion• which he claiu are plag

i&ri_. froa an earlier boot b7 a Kar&ite David J .. cbel. 

It 1a the plan of th• author to eUlline theH cliari .. &114 to give 

an accurate accOUDt of tba traYela of theH •n• 'l'M literatun 

both priaar;y and Mcondar;y •ill be examined &ad all acholarahip 

ad• &Tailabl• inaofar •• poaaible. Aleo, the Tarioua IIOYemanta 

towar6s Paleatine, of which these men were a part will be dhouaaed. 

The ac.:ounh will be arr&Qged according to Tarioua aapeoh, acon

oalc, aocial, educatioA&l and political. Their aotiYea f or traYel 

&nd tbe routee t he; toot wil l alao be treated. Ba.ch traYeller 

and hi• ac;owit will be tnated aeparatel7. 
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t,,t,,,,, .17, 01t11 ,t;cfl 

'l'he Accou.nt of GK&lia of Semiecs. 

15 

Gedalia of Seaieca wa a one of the di•ciplea of Jebllda, the 

Saint who left Poland 1n 1699 with their wives and children aDll 

eeM to Palestine. '!heir cour•• took theaa through HW1Bar7 an4 

G-eralllDT• '!'he priae aothe for thei.r Jo\U'ne7 ••• to br~ about 

the advent of the JIHliah throQ&h fastillg aelf-oaattcaUac and 
1. 

bathing in the snow, prqiag wNpiag aod shouting in Jerual-. 

To the cr edit of Bab oi Jebuda it IIWlt be •bted that he ••• auc

ces e ful in wiDo.illg to hie ca11H lll&Q¥ peop l e from Buagar71 lflDr

avia, Germani a aod Holland. Pilled wit h hope, these Beturnere 

reaJbe<1 the wall■ ot Jeru.aal• in 1701, after half of their maa

ber had died on the way due to ■icknHa and oppreHion. On t~ 

Third dq of thei r arrhal, t~eir l,eader took eick and died, he 

who was to have r eceived the Jleui ab per■onal.17. .utl)ni■hed aod 

bewi ldered, ma117 of hie follower■ fied ho1118Ward■• Only a 9111&1.l 

gr ou.p remained, 1n ■pi te of t be persec11Uons infiicted upon th• 

by t he Jer11■alem Rabbinate, who l ooad upon th• as a Sabbatian 

2. 
sect • 

• 

.u U• •• per■ecuUona iocreaaed, thi■ group had to Hnd forth 

it■ mn eai•eari•• t o col lect ch&rit7 aod to diapro•e the charge■ 

made agaimt u. one of th• ..tssari H wulibe author of the BOOie 

"Sbaalu Sheloca terubalaim~ '1'he book was a r eauU of the man., quea'tion, 

l • J.. //I 11-7 pg 461 Vol 11 

2. " ,.,.. 462 Vol n 

r 

r 
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16. 

asked. of hi• a, he went abOll.t the cUiH of brope collectiJtg alu 

for the auppon of hie brnhru. In thi• book he Ht forih the 

impre1s1on of the Lam. d.urii-s hi■•~ there. 

'l'hil book was firet publi■hed 1D Berlin iJl 1716. .AD4 contain■ 

■irlHD paae■• Only WO coplt■ of thie book •n■t t~. OM •xleh 

iJl th• »oclleian Library, Oxford, Kngland. It waa there that •rtta 

ShinachDeid.er found it and tramlated it into Germ&ll beside• cle-

1crib1Jls the mv ... nt. a 1■ to be found 1D the "Ze1t■chrift 4 .. 

deut..a.en Palastinaa Verein1" III (1880) PS• 226 ff. 'lh• other 

cop7 exiah iJl the Bo■eotbal Library in .All■hrd.am. '!hit cop7 ea■ 

the one wied b7 Zalman Rube■hoY in hi■ article on 

in the J. I b • > (1922) pg. Ul ft. The author maltH ue 

of the article b.Y Zalm&D Buba1bo,. '!'here ia , a ••r,- good hiator7 

concerning theae o ,-,,on b7 s. Kraws• in t he J111110rial Voluae ~ 

H.P. Chaje■ PS• ~l ff. 'l'hll book and ih author al.10 IHntioo■d. 

b7 Dr. Ricb&rd COttheil 1D h i • article on "Jer uaal••" iJl th• Jni■h 
(1) 

Ene7clnpedia, aa well aa b7 Samul neiD 1D hll book on Pales t im. 

'l'he above r•f•Hnc•• are mad• in connection with the arrival of 

Jehuda the Saint in Palestin■ and ID his d.e■oription of oond.itiou 

and eu■tai■ iJl Jeru■alem in the eighteenth centarJ'• '!'be book l■ 

also .. nt1oned b7 A.Jl. Lune■ in hi• book 4' 111-17, Vol XI, page 47 

In th• introduction to hia treatMnt Of llOrdechai d.e Lat t e•• lnter 

to W"6 conoerDiag Abraball Bovigo in 
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Other bibliegrapb,J on Gedalia and bie follower, of J•h~da 

tM Saint &Ma 
,~ n ~ ,., .,,01,1I 0 1 ,"'t./1.J - ,1 a• t:J -ti' ",., ./\, r { ,J\ 

Vol. I Ode11a - 191, - pg. 120 

/' 0 , • /, t ;t.,., Ill ' Ir< 111' .It OJJ war■-- 1886--pg. 212 
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18. 

Jerual.• h a ,1c ci t7 and baa maq Ul'lce~placH u ••ll a, 

a g reat populatioA. 'l'ben an MllT rellgiou 1ein1 real~ t hen 

d\18 t o 1 ta importaaoe to the three great religiona. Howenr, 1t 1• 

ruled OHr b7 th• flu-ta •ho an 1Ja the uJor1t7 clue to their nl~iou 

alliance •1th the J.rab1. !he Chriat i an, 1A the cit7 eutfer Jut 

•• 1111Oh aa the Jft1, and ha•• t o ~ tazu as well a, the .Tft•• ~ 

onlT exe■pt pereon1 are the 1... Ul4 tbe blind, a• well as th• poor 

person who rec•1T•• ohar1t7. .&. ooucHaion 1a 11114• to the J"• eoa

cerniag the oolleoUon et tau,, .oamel7, tazH are DOt collected • 

the Sabbath and Jeetival.e. Aa a result, the J•• walk abroa4 •ithod 

1. 

fear and with great pride on tllt• ~•• Boweur, on the rest of 

t he dq•, t he7 would bide in their h.,_• or in tba ho•• of bienlla 

1U1t il t he collector bad len the city. 

!be coawiit7 h&d to PA¥ 500 'lhal.er per &IUlWll a s the i r tax, be

aide1 this tbe7 bad to pq an enm+I pell tu. of two piece, of gol4 

for ner7 ■ale our fift"n. I f arq indiddu.l. wae too poor to pq 

tbi• official. would hAH him aeised. and the C01111WU.t7 would be f orced 

to re4Na hi.IL In order to be sure of hie taxH, the Pasha woul4 

eend hi• H"anb throueh tbe street• of the ci t7 1A order to aearob 

for thoH wbo he4 not fulfilled their obliptiona. !MN tazH ••re 

colleoted in an17 eit7 except RebroD, wbidl was oouid.erecl holT -

bec..-a• of the J.tachpal.ab and th•"fore u9111>t. 

'1'he atreet, of Jeru.aal•• are TffT oa.rrow, affoldiDg pauage 

for onl7 one hora• or camel at a UM. 'l'b• bead• of buden are 

the mule and th• c.-1 while the hon• 18 uaecl onl7 to nde ,apen 

and "taia only by the 'l'urk• and Araba. '1'M Jn• and Chrhti&DI mat 

ride on ml••• 

l. 7a 

I 

~ 
I 

fl 
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19. 

Soon after their arriYal ~ group eet about building about 

fof')7 ho•• for th•mNlYe1. and to remodel the old .ubm.aado 

Synagogue. Tuy alao built ,tom pih with tldob to catch rain 

water to be uaed for driDtiag pu.rpoH1. 'l'bese houH1 were built 

in the great courtyard1 of Jeruaal• owned 'by the i'U'b who leuecl 

them to the J'ne. !he houaH an co.netructe4 wt iill flat roofe H 

that the rain coa.lcl be caliaht on ti.. and then paaeecl thrOllgb a 

draiD leading to a ci etern. 1'he rain d•1ceod1 in ibe Winter aonthe 

only, aod mu.at be a to red &WeJ to be u11cl in 'the Sammer aontba. 

Someiimee, 1u.ftioient rai.JI dow1 not fall. u a nauu, tan 4ql 

are decree4 and mu.ch prqer 11 offered at tbe '1all1t1g Wall. Eun 

the waten of Shiloah near Jeru■al• ban ~D aoandomd becau.ae 

tbe7 bad beco1.ie aaUy, although at OBe time tb87 had been ueecl tor 

drinking purpoaee. Now the Arab• bathe in it. 

'l'he hou.aee ill Jeruealem lack atovH with which to keep their 

inhabi tant1 warm du.ri1)6 th• Winter 110nthl. 'lbere are only balc1iig 

. atOYII and th••· f• incleed. Aleo wi.Ddo• panH are ld.Hl.ag. lD 

the 'linter thHe are boarded with aaooth plank•• In order to keep 

wa rm,1-lc pete or copper or earthenware ue f1llecl wi'th burim.JW 

coal, and 1111ed to warm the rooa ae well u the cbrellere tberel.D. 

Sna. 1a aeldom to'Wlll in J'•runl•, although 1D ~• 7ear 1'106, 1' 

did anow for the "•k in '11• aonth of Shnat. ~1■ uow when 

mel te4, beoame a IOIU'Oe of e&l Tatloa for tba proceed!• •nth• 

had brought a drought to the countr7. 

In general, the people ue nr7 econOllical about their food. 

and in tbei r dally U•H du to th• bard■biP• of ear~ • ll'W'iag. 
an 

It wu lmponrilhecl co11111Ulit7 and coniiJ:Nally in debt. 'l'b.e7 ha4 
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20. 

•er1 little tood te eat Hen on the Sabbath. ~Uboueb OJl this ~ 

they would 1Ub eztraordi.DarJ' norifioH in order that tbt Sabb&tb 

would be celebrated in a aanner befUU.111 it■ ■ancU t7. 10 •re 

chicken.■ would ■aU■f7 th• but doH■ had to be H"ed. a■ well u 

the"Chal•t" Mal. 'l'bi■ "Chal•t" •as cooked in great o•en■ lo

cated 1D t.b■ zarltet place, each family ha•iag it■ own pot in the 

oven. But in general, tb■ir lot was hard. Fint of all, there 

was a diff1cult7 in und■r■bncling their neigbbon, the Sepba:rdia 

speaking Spanish, the Tub ■peaki11g 'l'urlti■h, and tb■ .uab■, Arabic. 

As a re■uU their dealing• were carried on in aip language. '?hi ■ 

aho reaultecl in a Hriou.■ ■tate of un-.plo,-ent. 'l'he rJDl.Y bu■ i.oe■a 

tba' the7 coc:ld • CC iJl eas that of making win■ , but even that 

proY■d futile, for the IIO■l ... were forbiddea to drink wine. 

Not only were the -■hkenaaia hurt by UDe111Plo,1111■m but the s■pll

ardim Ju.1t u ••ll• 'l'he7 could not trade unlen the, traTelled in 

great cara•an■• '?bi■ was necesaar7 beca11H of the blUMlita wb:> lurlcecl 

on t h e hi8baa,ya. Pu.rtberaore, the leader■ of theae oara•an• wou.14 

not atop on tblt Sabbath. AJ.ao, tbe trip to Conatantinople • •• too 

great and too hasardous due to the ocean travel. However,•-■ J"• 

had tood atorea and ll&Daged to eke out a living trom thaa. But 

tblt atorelte■per■ had ,,, baH 'l'IU'lci■h partner■ to aid th•• la caae 

of an attack b7 tb■ uaba ar ?uric■• '!'here were a fn Jn• fro• 

:!orocco, who l ooked and dJ'eased like the uaba and talad their 

l&DgUage. 'rbey tra•elled around aelling wbat•••r they could and 

bu,yiag 'barle7 and wh8at. 'l'he•• they sold to tllll Je-■ lD Jeru.■al• 

who uaed th• to alee bread. 

Please respect copyright; do not save, print, or share this file. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion



-
'!'heir bread was ..ae ot wbe9.t and barle,-, t or nothing more 

e\lltable g rn ill the land. One tOWld in Paleat1n1, un1 YarieUH 

of bean•, much larger than thoH 011hide the co..uitry. 'l'ba7 an 

not eaten whole but grou.Dd Juat aa the wheat on aoooun, of the 

1. 

ff•orme tound ill them. After they are gro11nd, the woru are re•nd. 

oet ot the grinding h done in a 11111 worked b7 horaH who puh 

the milletone• aroWld. BoweYer, when pree•i!IS oil , ouel• are 11eed 

2 . 

1n1tead. of hors••• Thro~ irri gation, gardena ...y blon■ 4ur11:1s 

the hot au.mmer a onthe. Sowing h done in the ea rl7 winter and the 

s. 

tint harvest take• place about PueoYer. Someti•• the crop 11 eo 

good that there•• be a double eowing am reaping in ODIi 79ar. 

There are maey frUta foll04 ill Palestine that are not fou.nd in the 

Di u pora n0teabl7, the carob. 

The Je11 ieb H Ction of Jel'llaal•• was dhided into two caap•; the 

Sephardic and t l-ie !9hkena1ic. .&.t thh U• ( circo 1700 ) the J.eh

kena1ic commu.nit7 waa ver7 •mall and ver7 poor. \Then Rabbi Jeh11da 

died, the Sephardic oommanit7 had t o bur7 hia, the .l•~•na•i■ beiJW 

• 
w1 thout a CheYra Jradhba of their own, - Bab~i Jehllda •a• b11riecl 

in a Sephardic plot in th• new oe•tar7. 'l'heN were two cemetariH 

ill Jer11eale■• '/b.• older one 11 .. to tillle eouth of the c1t1 and con

taina only caYet without aD¥ marking■ on them or aD¥ infonaation u 

t o the people buried there. A• a result nr:y little 1a lcJlown abota.t 

the people bu.ried there. Iba other 1a a more recent one and 1• l ocated 

on the Kount of Olivee. ! . ere are f ou.nd grav•• with atone mo~nte. 

o one rll&¥ be buried t here with.out the written penaiaai on of ir.41, who 

place• a b11rial tu on t he eatate of the deceased. If toe deceued 

man ,.., poor there 1• no tu:. 'l'bt tu.neral proceeaiOD folloe• the pall-

l . pg. 6b 
2. pg. 6a 

3. pg. 14.a 

•• pg. 3& 
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bearua tot he gate o! the city. !here the Baaan chub the b,duiah. 

'l'he prooeaslon than lean, the oorpH which la t~ oarrlecl 1n a 

lit: er to the o .. tary. At the ceMtery, the p&ll-bearera arch 

arotind the body HHn U•• 0~1.og prqer.. '!'hen a grau la hewe4 

out of the 10ft root and the body la l owered ln1o it. Earth rroa 

t hi1 aownaln ii 1ent to people out114- of PaleaUm to be ,pr1Dlde4 

on their graY••• 'fheN are on Kown of 01,.,.. a great Mll1' graYea 

who baa auparYiaion o••r the aacrecl grau1 u well aa oYer aHry

tb1ng eh•• 

Ti. Seph&rdla 4re11 i n a aimer limilar to tba Arabi uoept 

that their turbana au.at not be green, or white. HoweYer, on the 

Sabbath, they wear white tlU'b&D■ lliied with aome other color. ftaey 

are permitted to Har white garMnh on the Sabbath but put OD 

onr tbeM white garaenh a long blaot cloat expep1 on the Sabbath 

preceding !iaba BaY, when m S.pb&r<Ua aN dn11ed all 1.a white. 

The ubke.aaala are dre1■ed all in white nary Sabbath. 'Pb• 

1. 

J••• wear ••ry high bat, and a1111t wear blue a&nll&l.1. J• or Chria-

t o Uolleu, onl,-, u a rHult, the Jn and Chriltia.a ■uffer fro• 

t he at1aoa of th• lfDal• yo\lug1tera. '!he Chriatiam aoaeu.-, 

are able to bribe the offloi&l• acaiut tho■e rul.. t or tha7 re

ce1n au.eh aonq hoa th• ouhi4e. 'Phi• 11 often jlq,eHibl• for 

the Jew who reoe1•e4 ••ry litt le ho■ hi• eoreliglOlli1t1 1n tbe 

Di a1pon.. 

'Ph• lailing Wall la 1ituate4 near tba top of IIOWlt Moriah, 

on the aite of tbe foraer 'l'eaple. On the 1111111, wbere the Holy •f 

l. pg. 1311 
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Holle■ •a• eUuated, etande • llosqu., the )(osqu.e of Omar and no 

one bu.ta Moel•~ appeeaoh it. Her a dwell• tbe Jra4i who••• 

well diepoeed towarde the Jne &lid let tbfti ca.rr1 on near the 

,Tailing \fall ae aau.ah u they deeirea for the Jne were not allowed 

to approach the \failing Wall except on 'l'i•ba B'a• and then only 

thr ough a special gate. 

'l'be bath in Jerueal- h a be&uaiflll one, with m&Jl1 r oou. 

,.lthaugh it 1e a bit expeneiu. many people go there because of 

t he Yery fine hot water and eteam bathe. RmteYer , there are aaay 

attendants •ho h&n to be tipped. Shollld one atte•pt to ••ah and 

clell.ll himself w1thou.t t~eir aid , these attendant ■ would raise a 

hu.·~ and cry. aometimes inJuing the peraon. Jl.t one time people 

r ef u.sed t o go to t h••• bath■ on aocolnt of th••• eYil• but retl1l'ned 

when the outr&B•• had au.baidad. 

In 1703, the people of Jerusal•, rebelled againet the Yile 

pr actice of the Paeba, refu.aiog to ppen the gate■ of the cit7 for 

hi m. B• could no ~ attack the city beo~u•• t he city•• considered 

holy even tor the llOaleu. Howe•er, be eurrnu.nded it and let no 

one in or out of the c i ty. Thie cau.aed a general famibe in the 

city . '1'he ~ba w11nt ••83, bu.t returned tbe next year. Be and 

two other men were allowed t o enter the city to collect t&ae. 

Thia was repeated eYery year until 1707, when the people ••nt • 

messa&e t o the Su.l tan, explaining that t heir action •as prom.pted 

by the corrupt dealing• of the Pasha. In 1707, • etrons &1'111,T de

scended upon the city which bad been diYided by ci•il war aga1Det 

Uakib the GoYernor. But Nekib eurendered and order was onoe 110r• 

restored. 
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At 0111 U r•, a new Kalli waa appourted to ru.h onr the oit,r, 

He ••• a Tery harah iau, --1 paased "17 atr1ngent la A6ainai 

Jn and Chri1Uan alike. Be forbade the weariDg of white cloth .. 

and ordered the killiDg of all dog1. H• than ordered tba Jn■ 

and tbl CbrhUan, of tbl uU7 to d~ tbl carcuae, outaida of 

t bl cit,.. Tbil beCAM 10 on■rou that lllaQ7 of tbl inbabitanh 

refused to leaTe their homea. They were, ho.eTer, forced out or

t ,1eir bome, by the econoad.c neceaa1U•• of life-and lllllaJNle4 

to much hwailiation. '!be Kadi alao illpria•Dell "1h• Sephardic Rui, 

because he had vi1ited th• grave of SIMD&lel without bavi• received 

his pel'llliaaion. So bad wa, bl that even hi■ «MD people rebelled 

agai nst him. :Bllt he apologised for hi1 aoUona, blud.• hil a4-

vi1r r who bad 1ll -a4vieed him. '!bl people did. not accept hie 

apology and atoned hia bou■•• Be ned fro■ the city and wu mTer 

heard from again. 

S.bron 11 a da,r' s "1rip away fro■ Jerua.1-. 'l'hi1 trip aut 

be made •1th a stro• guard becauee of the baadita who 11• 1n 

amb;iah on t h e road. (In Hebron th• f.llgillah 11 read on th• 14th 

l 

and 15th days of AA&r, becau .. of inauffilient knowledge a• to 

t he location of the ori§inal city.) J.taD,T aacred gravea are found 

t here, Hp~ially the uachpelah of the Patriarohe. B•re to o, a 

fee must be paid. tor merely pra.71.Jg nea.r it, becau.11 no 0111 ii 

alloHd to enter, not even the 110el1U. 'l'bare are two intereati. 

storie1 connected with Hebron. ODI, concern• a Paeha who loat a 

golden vHsel in tbl Kachpelah. S. Nnt an Aftb to retrieve U, 

but the Arab died. Aft~r Hnding a nwnber of Araba, who ware ballled 

u.p dead, he 11nt down a Jn who recovered the nuel for. hia. 'l'hl 

1. 
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25. 

ot her etnr7 1e abot.t the poor --.o who arriYed on Tom Jtippur E're eo 

that Hebron oould hau a Kinyan. 'l'hie man wae euppoHd to hau been 

2 

t bl Prophet Elijah. Prom that time on. all traullere who ep..n 

t he night in Hebron. be tbey rich or poor were fed troa c0all.UliV 

funde. Roweyer. Mn,T of the ee •ieUore would donate ■one7 to keep 

the coffer■ fill ed. 

'?here is no wall around. S.bron. ae \here 1e around Jerueal.i. 

Neither 1• tbeN Her arq water ehortage t he.N du.e to fiowiag water. 

'l'be boueeee of Hebron are built Juet a• ~ hou.ee of Jeru.aal•• the 

s alll8 r ()cte and the aaae fid roofa. A rich 'furllc tr011 Jeni.aal•, 

on ·• tried to build a water-car171Dg e;ret• from S.bron to Jeni.eal•, 

but thia plan was fruatrated b7 another 'l'urk who waa Jealoue of thie aan. 

Hebron 1a aUuated between Jerualem and Egypt and 1e a etoppi131 

off place, a s a result, there are •rk.-ta 1D Hebron where all ■anner 

ot toode and good• 8&11 be bol&gbt. 

'l'ha rellD&llt of :Jehu.<lah t ae v!.ints gro,ip lasted f or quite aoae ti.• 

after t he death of t heir leader although the euepic1on of hereq OlUJII 

to the■ for a long u... by tried enr)'thill& within ·their power 

t o diepel t heee auepici one even baniahins on• of t he ir gro~ , 8-J'ia 

J.:alach, for h&Yi ng openl.7 H pouaed the Sabbathian Heru7. !'bl7 later 

••r< Joined b7 a group of bbbalina from Ital7 and Pol~ UDC1er the 

leaderahip of Abraham BoYigo of Modena and J ointl7 foWllded a acbonl 

s. 
for the 1tu4¥ nf bbb&l.a. 

2 . Pe• lla 
3. Pe• 12a 

ct. Authon accaunt of •brabam of Rovigo pg. 
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'lBB ACCOUR'l OP ilJWIUI ROVIGO. 

AS BELA!BD Ill' !BB LHTER 0, ll>BD.BCP.AI DB UftES. 

'l'hia ac..:ount of Abraham Bo•ieo coaae, to 11• from a letter 

wriUen by llOrdeobai de Lathe to IIOdem.. lfe ban not hillg ■ore 

0011cerning de Ldtes. '!'he i.uer, reprinted iD /t•)' 

Vol. vt. PP• 59-84, ie t he original one •hioh WU HDt to 11:>dent, 

and it •aa from Modena that the J .. hh boo1t18ller, D&Yid Pranlcel 

of Vienna got it. It 1• now found. 1D the l1brar7 of the Hebrew 

I 

Union College iD C1nciJ¥-tt1. It •a• written in 1702. In all 
l. 

probability , de Lattea Not more letter■ to Modena, bu.t at th• 

present tillle, th•1 have not bND f011Dd. '?hi• letter 11 treated 

Three pagee of tbi, letter are the only one, in existence • 

.a.t the baa4 of thia group which want to Jerueale■ eteod 
3. 

Abraham Ro•igo, Ver7 UtUe 11 mown abOllt thi• Xabbal.1.t. It 

ia to be etate4, ho•8'fer, that while in Jeruaalea, he ••• D°' 
aatiafied with what he found.there. The plight of the .lablten-

4. 
as1111, as well aa tbe condi.Uone ■et with b7 hie own grOQP dia-

appoi.nted him. He ••t ,ail for &u-ope, a heartbroken man, iD 1706, 
6. 

in O?GU' to oollect fu.Dd.1 for hi• "Yeehinh" w1 th Chq-1■ Hasan. 

He did not retllrn to PalHU.aa, and iD tbe 29th ~ of lillH l na, 

l.jt,'$ Vol. VI. PS• 70 

2. Ibid pg. 59 
3. Ibi4 pg. 65 
4. I) ,J,,·/J' 4,/r#' -1(1( • e4. ~ba1ht~, PP• 481 ff. 
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1. 
he dl'4. 

The mu who received Abraham Rovtgo when he a.. t.o 

Jerueal• ••• Jehuda Loeb Cohen. Bovlgo dwel 1; ln bla home 

until he found one tor hi.Hlt. lie h •nUl)ned aa one of 

the tea scholare choHn ror 11he Yeahlvah. He wu the ion 

or Rabbi Ephraim Bakohen or Otten, &11thor of "D' , 9 if M • " 

print ed I.A Subbach 1688-I. On 111- 18 of Shen 168', he l en 

his hom■ ar¥i reached Jeruaalem 1n 1685. He l'Ula1ned in Jeru

salem a full 7ear and then retuned t.o &lrope who be heard 

that often had been treed fro■ t.ba rule of 1;he 'lurlr:1. While 

in vt/ en he caused hh fat.her' ■ boclr: t.o be primed &Di then 

r eturned to Jerul&lea. n 11 difficult t.o dete~ whet.her 

Jehu.-'.a Lieb Cohen was in Jeruaalea for fou.rt.een ,ears, bu.t " 

do lcnow that. he returned once more to Eu.rope at. ■ome unknown 

t i ~e, tile time aa u eal■■ar7 fort.be collection or funds for 

th■ Aahkenasic co111111W11t.7 in Jerueal•• In 1702 , he aet ■ail 

for Jerueal• 1n t.~e comp&D¥ of Abrahalll Rovlgo. 

Mordecbal uhkenad la the author of tbe book '"~JJC Ji,,y "• 

Y.llch h not lalown about him excspt t hat be lert hi1 bOme w 

complete hh 1tudiea in Italy. HI becwne Abraham Rovlgo• • 

outata.ndlng atudeot of t.he Kabbala. He lived 0017 three weelr:a 

after hie arr ival in Jeru■al•, dJi~ from the plague that dee-

l. According to :s. Carmol;r "I,,,,, ,i',7) >.i1'il\" Vol II, pg. ll~, 

Bovigo bad been in Jeriaal• bef~ 1702. In 1700 he went. to 

Europe to collect f\J.nd1 and aner five 7eu1 he returned to 

Paleatine wb ... he died. Even Pr,u.mkin, ~ , , ll'·IJ' •o>n ,A,-,l,11 

pg. 101 claims th~t he made two viaita to Paleatine, bu.tad.de 

that he died in Europe. Accordl~ t.o ou aocouot, we find that 

he did not coae to Jeruul• v.ntil 1702. After a fn 7ear1 he 

had to leave the country, 110.t there 11 no proof from our 1oar~ 

tba1; ba bad ever returned. 
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28. 

Very little ia known &bout thereat of the people who weal 

to JerusalM with .lbraham Rovigo. 'le ah&l.l t17 to gi'fe a 1hon 

biographical sketch of the ten acholara aeleoted. to atu4¥ 1D 

t he Yeahivah of Abrahu RoY1Bo. 
1. 

l. Chayia Hasan the 1011 of Babbi Joseph Hasan. Hil f athar, ll&bbi 

J osJph , waa one of the people •bO left Sll,y'rna aner the eanh

q11&kl in 1688 and .. ttled. in Jeru1&1.-. Rabbi Clul.Yi• wrote a 

book of aer■one on the P~tateuch which he oalle4 nl''I/ ./i1Jt11 " 

printed in Venice in 1695. In 1711, he waa choNn h beco• one 

of the ten atwlente in tbs Y .. hhah of J.brahaa RoYigo, &ad later, 

beca1ise of the ll&rdahipa which befell tbe Jn1 of Jeru1&1.•, he 

t en •1th .lbraham Bovip for &irope in order to ooUeot funda 

for the maintenance of tbe teah1Yah. .lfter m1J¥ yeara together, 

Rovigo and Hasan parted, JlOJi&O returning to hie birthplace in 

Ital7, Haaan going to Po'--nd. Be tied in tbe eit7 of )(ir, Litb-o 

u.ania, while eolle ctiqr fundl for the &id and 1upport of tt. 

Jn11h c01111nU.Dit7 in Jerueal ... 

2. Ra\bi Joahua, the 1on-in-l .. of Jebu.da the Saint ••• another 

student of J.brahaa Bov igo. Hee ... to Jerusalem in 1700 toge.her 

,'1th hil father-in-la• and hia follower1. Be •as one of the 

fn men who helped .lbralui■ BoYigo to eatabliah hie Yeehivah. 

Bia name appears on the letter aent to Br•laii from Jeruaal••• 

appealing for help for t he Aah.kenasi• who had .. naed obli8&t1ona 
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29. 

which tbe7 could not fulfill. He •u forced to leave Jeru.a&l•• 

on ae.:ount of the bardabip• and t ook up hh reaidenc• 1n lraDDheia, 

Ger~, 1n 1.he bo■• of bher r.a.m■le. J.t the home of aa-1• 

was a etud7 hall 1n which ten eoholan •tudied oontinuall,7, •~ 

ilar to t he THbhab of J.brabaa .. YS&o. Bo.e•er, 1.heee eoholar• 

were s11epeoted of here1.ical SabbaUaa learni_qge b7 Jacob llden, 

especiall7 Babbi Joebu.a who ._ but recent17 retuned. from Jebwla 

1. 

t he Saints eect in Jerueal-. He •ritee: "In !MIIIU.s 1725, a 

g r oup of •ii.De•••• teetified in llannhei• against t hose who caell 

in seho.,l (J.ehe r Laemmle) as being eYildoera, and baught7 pereone. 

They are the reamant of the • •et of Babbi Jehuda the Saint that 

boils in its own blood becau.ee of its abo■illationa and deaecratione. 

------- The ineUgaUr or all thh 19 Babbi Joehu, eon--in-

law of Rabbi Jehu.da, who has felgmd repentance and bu can bi~ 

self in t rout of the 57nagogue t o be trampl ed upon, but the wora 

ia still 1n bis band." 'l'hat is, h• has not repented. Baden per

haps was a little too hard on Babbi Joshua and his colleagues. 

'I/ho knows but that the wllliagneH of Babbi Joshua to humble 

hiuelf mq have been a result of the oppreaeione of the Jn• 1n 

Mannheim. 

3. Babbl Nathan lata ?Jannheia, Rabbi and Chief Da,J"&n of tl.

Raboinioal Court in Bagenu aad author of " -i •.lt.J ,,,c • " in 

collaboration with his friend Babbi Jacob of Vilna. !be 'boot •a• 

printed under the title or'' ,o•J~ .1.n1~b" and appeared in 'Pranktort

on-Jlain 1709. In tba preface to hie book, Rabbi natban tell• of 

the tranqu.ilitT and peaee in hi■ bOM 1n Bagenan, and hie attrac1.1on 
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so. 

to the aect of Jehuda the Saint. After the death of the 

leader, lll&DJ' of the pilgrima ecathred, aome retu.rning to 

t heir orisinal homea, other, going to different cou.ntri••• 

He, however, remained in Jeruaalem and became one ot the 

scholar• in the Yaahiva of Abrabaa Rovigo. Hi• name alao 

appears among the aignaturea on the let;er aent to BreBla u 

dtn his collesg11e Babbi Joshua. on &ccou.nt of the b.&rd

s!1i p1 •lrl.Ah the Alhkenazic Commwut7 experienced, he too ••• 

forced to go to Ra.rope tor funds. He •·ent to Mannheim anll 

went to 1tud7 in the YHbi•ah of Asher L .. mal•• wbo allio helped 

him publieh h1a book. H• &Dd Babb1 Joshua. IOD•in-1• of 

Jehud.a 'the Saini ••re reunited in thil YHhivah. 

4. 'l'he last of theH ten scholars about whOCD •• have aome 

knowledge. ii Moaea of Semiecs. brother of Gedalia, the author 

of the book " O , ~U-·17' fJ/t.·., -1(1' v, • " Bo'lh be anti hie brother 

were instrumental in driving ou.t of their aect, Cba,yim )(&lad, 

t be SabkU.u. .+.coording to Gedalia, l(oHI had been a f&IDOu 

man in Poland, but the r eaeon for hie f8118 1a not known. 

The other five lll8il (Jehuda Leeb Cohen having been treated 

before) were r a ther obscure and ver1 little ie lcnown of 'lh• 

except that they were atudenta of .+.braballl Rovigo. 'l'bly are, 

Z&nvil of Kalics, Leeb of Oposno, Joseph of Biala, Solomon ot 

Lukow. Mordecai de Lattea ot Modena. 
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31. 

The "Aliyah" to Paleatim by J eh11da the Saint and hie f ol

lowere in 1701, wt11 echoed b,- a lillilar pilgrimage on t he part 

of an Italian Xabbalist, Abraham of Rovi~o of !.fOd.ena. I t 1• 

doubtful whether Jeb11d& the Saint, wbo wa1 in I taly in 1678, did 

influence Ro, igo , but in bis voyMge to the Hol y Land Jehwla the 

Saint did pass t hr~ue;h I tal7, t he accowit of which bas b•~n 

t r eated above . After the death of th• Saint, bi• coirrnu.nity be

clolti8 di,ided, man,y ot th•• bec~millg converts t o the other no 

Fai tlu . The bet ~er poet of this group r eoained. ,teadfut t o t he 

rel igion of thei r f orefather, to it . To t bi1 grr Up came Abraham 

8ovigo and f ollowera, in t he apring of 1702. 

Abraham Hovi.go waa a wealthy Kabbaliat who 11,ed 111 the ton 

of l,lodena. Aa was the wont of e,ery ttabbalilt, Abraball was inter

ested in the advent of the t:e u ianic Era. His home in Modena bad 

always been open t o e,er7 1cbolar, &nd in particular t o •••r1 

Kab al i 1t, At times, hia generosity led him to welco• men who 

were Sab ~&tbi&na ,ecretly, but he is not to be reckoned as a 

member of the aect. lloae1 Hagh, ltnown for bis anti-Sab oatblan 

fanaticism baa nothine but praise fer Abraham Rovigo. 

'Then the DftS of Rab bl Jehuda, the S&!nt • • pilgri111114re to 

Palestine reached bi1 ear1, Abrahall Rovign decided to go t here 

himself. He aent bi s out1tanding puPil, l(nrdechai A1hteaa1i 

to arrai:ise for hi• ,oyae• and to buy a houa• f or him in Jel'\1-

sa.l•• But Bo,igo• • enellliea slandered him before the Pope ca1111-

ing him a te111>orary delay. Even bi 1 tru,ted pupil failed t r 

carry out hh miuioo and ret11rned. Th• rea1on tor the •lander 

and the trial are not -,;o be found, but we ltnow t hat •brahaa 
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W!::.S treed. .u eoon as he feU tree to lea••• he gathered. hie 

~iseiple• about him and eet sail on January 26, 1702. There 

were with him 25 people inclwli13g the Pregnant d&ugb.ter-ln

law o t •brahllm Rov igo, and the pregnant wife of Mordech&i &ab

kenazi, as well aa DaDT children. It toot them eeven wNke 

in gett ing to Jeruaal•• 

'l'be route taken b7 Abraham and hie band waa indffcl a 

diffieul t one. They were al 90 forced to auffer ~ b&rdshipe 

due to tlle pregnant women but they were determined to reach 

their goal and let nothing interfere with their desire. '!he 

eornp&a3 travelled from JIOdaD& to Leghorn where the7 were forced 

to wait until the llaeter, Abraham RoYiBO, would Join thea. He 

had been detained by the Pope on account of the slander ch&rge 

and had to remain behind Wltil acquitted• Tbil he did on the 

advice of t he influential men of the city who eou.nselled him 

not to flee but to stay behind and await Judgemnt. On the 2tith 

of .Tanuary, 1702, he J oined hie g roup aDi they .et sail. !bl 

voyage was iDdeed a difficult one due to the IIIIU1Y storu that 

they encountered which ma4e the ahip roek and causing IIIA01' of 

tbem severe caaes of eeaaickneea. However,when the sea was calm, 

t hey enjoyed themselves thoroughly on the deck of the boat. 

They paeHd the Killgdoma of sicll,y and ii1al. ta and Candia and 

through t he Golfol'de M&re to C7PHH• From Cypreae the band bad 

1ntended to head atraigM for Said.a, but then arose a great 

storm which forced them out of their courl8. 'lheJ' were then 

obliged to go to Alexandria 1n Egypt in order to reach pnrt 

before the advent of the Sabbath. H011ever, when the atora 
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subsided, t he captain chansed his ■ind a.od the course and 

hended straight tor Saida. But they were not d8stined to 

reach t hia port, for, during the night a violent wind aroae 

which broke the main maat, and al-,,t clrwa.4 the captain 

of the ahip. 'Phi next .,rnins the atorm abated and the band 

in t he abip found theuel••• in the harbor of &ere, on tbe 

northern coast of Paleatine. 

Aa 1000 as the ship waa noticed by the inhabitant, on 

t he abore, a nwnber of small shi ps set out, i n one of •hiob 

were t .1e cuatome-inspeetors of th• city. flley ca1111 alongeide 

an<1 boarded the abip aeekUIB t o collect the dut7 fro■ the 

pe.ucngera. '1'he7 were informed by the captain that the abip 

had been blown iD'to the har bor by a great storm and that the 

pas sengers had no deaire of diaembarking • .u a reaul t, they 

••re exempted from pa.:,ing the duty. Ho1118ver, a number of 

French merchants, seeldng tlwir trade personall7 invited thNI 

t o come a shore • .1n i nvit ation was also extended to the■ b7 

the Agha, t he Tu.rkiab aJA¥Or of the city. 'l'bNe of t he gro11p 

t hen went ashore. ?10<1ilere in the ,c::ount of !!ordech&i de 

Lat t ea, t he hiat orian of the gr oup 1a theN any • nti on iaade 

of any J••• in t he city of ~re, as well a a in t he citiea of 

Haifa and J appa. li:Yident l y, there were no Jllll'ish 1ettlement1 

there in t he year of their arrival, 1702. Rowever, they were 

treated wi th great respect and honor, Abraham Rovigo being 

invited by t he_,. himelf t o come to bis house and to p~ak• 

of his hospita lit7. 

'?be ship rem&ine .. at ..ere f or about nine d~·•• 'Yhila t here, 
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t he1 heerd of an open r ebellion talting place ill Jerueal• 

(note ; 

9&aind the Paeba. i'h87 eelected one of their QW!lber to 

go to Jerueal• to inveatieat• the ruaora and to aecun 

gllide1, camele and mul.a for the travellers u well aa 

watobM.c to gua.rd them over the route. It was a three-dq 

trip from .A.er• to Jerusal•, through Jappa witho11t ret\ll'ni.ag 

to Saida. From .A.on thl7 proceed.ecl to the harbor of Joppa 

whioh was a dif~icult one to enter on account of the ll&DT 

rock• there. 'l'ba7 wen forced to leave the bOat on tba 

Sabbath, becs11se the captain wu afraid that a atrong wind 

would blow hia ship against the rock1 and amaeh it to bita. 

A nw1i'ber of 811&11 boats eet out fr-om the shore allll toolc the 

pa•~•ngers ashore. In Joppa, aa in Aere and Haifa, there were 

no Jw1 to recei'H them. '?hey wre, however, veq Nll recehed 

by the 'lvkieh official• of the town who toot oare of all their 

need,, 1uppl:,1Qg the■ •Uh cuela, mles, gaiidea and watchmen 

for t he road. However, when t heir bag&age was being i.napeoted 

at the c11atou•hn111e, tlw official, reverted to type and were 

not above receiving bribea ... Yertbal•••• the ent17 of .lbraha 

Bovigo aIJd hie diaciplea 1.a\o t he Holy Land •a• a pleaeant one, 

a fitting rfftribution for tbe 1torm,y voyage on the water and a 

deceitful ship captain. 

Transportation was not an eaay matter. Hora•• could not 

be obtained for onl7 the 'l"llrka and the .lrab1 ••re pel'llitted to 

1. 
ride on th-. '!'be only me&Da of transportation ••re the doatey 

and th• c•el• The ca1DE1la and the f" hor1H permUted to th• 

were \laed fD tre.naportiAg their houehold •area, while ,he •n, 

l. cf. PS• 8. 
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•omen, and children rode on the donkey•• 'lhia ca11Hd one of 

the pregnant womn, the cl&UBhter-in-la of J.braham ROTigo 

mu.eh diaooaf6i!1iue. J.a a reaalt, the Arab• faahioned for her 

a litter elung bet•••n two done.ya in order to make her bur

den a little lighter. 'lh• other women rode on the doueya 

without 8117 trouble at all. BHidea the difficulUH •1th 

transportation, the Arab• conUnuall7 troubled them tor •ore 

money, or elee they threatened they would leave. Wot bowing 

what to do. they ••re forced to accede to their denande. BUt 

they event11all1' reached Je1"1.8al•• 

'1'.b.e Jha of Jerua&l.ft accor4iig to thia aooowrt ••re 'H'rY 

hospitable. How different •a• the treatment accorded to Abn.bam 

Rovigo frma th• reception Jeh\14& the Saint and hie group had 

received fro■ the aaM J••• 'l'he former •a• welcomed •Uh an 

open hand, while the other we.a al.moan put under a ban. People 

came tt> Ab raham Rovigo•a houe all during the dq and for a 

large part of the night to P&iY their reepech to ~1• weal tb,y 

man, who had come with 1111 entire fortune to 1ettl• in their 

city. 

a ie customary for tihe Parnasiam of the thrff great e,n

agoguea to invite an honored gueet to the aervioe on Fri~ 

night a.ad aak him to return the following ~ to be called to 

the reading of the '?orah. '!'here waa a definite procedure and 

tradition in the carr7illg out of this ritual. Fint the guen 

bad to attend the Sephardic SY1Ml8ogu.e at first,~• '?atmid Torah 

the next Sabbath and the J.ahkenazio Synagogtl• the lut. .il though 

these~•• dit~er slightly in '\heir rituals they all 

agree on ou thiQg, that ia, th&t enry one muat donate to the 

I 
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upkeep of the Sy~ ogue according to hi• finaooial means. After 

the aervice U 1a cu.atoma17 to Thi t the home of the gun and 

t o bring him delicaci••• aid bi d him welcome. 

The great purpose and mission of Abraham Rovigo wu to 

establish a achool f or the etudy of the Kabb&la in Palestine. 

Hie will wu "to be privileged to dwell 1n the Hou.a• of the Lord, 

the rebu.ilt Jerualu for the length of our~•• and to in

crease ~rah among■t the man,y and to f'alfill the word of the 

scr i pture.- J!'or from oat of ZiOA I ehal l go forth aud the word 

of God from Jeru.al• (Ieaiah 213)". A.Ccordingly, during the 

1ntel'!ll9diary dlli.)'a of Pueover, .&.bra.ham Rovigo and Ia&iah, th• 

son-in-law of Rabbi Jehu.cl$ the S&i?rt buaied theuelv .. with 

the taek of chooaiag acholare to attend tba achonl. They would 

be provided for and •illtained ae long •• they wre acholara 1A 

thh achool devoted to t he stwiy of Kabbala in the •in. '!'here 

wen aany men in Jeru.aalem who deeired to avail themaelvH of 

t he op:;iortunity aet before tbaa. It wu decided t o chooH th• 

b7 lot. Thoee choaen had to sit in the stud,y hall and t o pray 

on •ff~• with the break of dawn, •• enremely pious Mn 

cio (l3eraohot 2: 31." "'l'Je7 muat cry and weep duriig thei r pr&3era 

a!¥1 oonfH■ with broken heart. their eina and give thanka unto 

Cod, Wltil the Yery Heavens are pierced." A.ner tbe pr~•r• have 

been concluded the echolars 111W1t t urn to t.be stad7 of the Zobar 

and the writing• of tbe great Kabbalia\, l■aac Luria. while the7 

were ■Ull wrapped in Talith and 1'ephilin \Ultil mealtiM. After 

the 118 &1., they atudied GellO ra. Poekim and RHhith Hocbmah until 

the eveniag. ~e opening of this Yeahivah tor the atudy of the 

Kabbala took place on the Sabbath Rosh Hode.i. Iyar 5'61 ( 1701) • 
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/1, Y J. .:J,7 r< 
'l'HB .&CC~ 01 SIJCRA BBN JOSBIJA HUS. 

The u.thor of the boot ff / 1 •Y .}.2. ,7 ,v. ff (loq of Z1mi) or a■ 

1 t 1e more eommo~n " (' t ~ ,1 y>~ "J'/8 O •" Siacha 'beD Josblia 

Baa,, ~ •as boni in Dobrowita, :BOheaia 1710, a.••• 
a preacher in :Brahilov and later the father-in-law of solomo11 

- Jlllbnow. ·In 1765 he left :Brah1lo• and Ht aail for PaleeUne. B• 

arri .. d at Aon and proceeded from there to Sated where he d••l t 

for "ven montba. While there he •rote his imprestiom of t he 

countey "for al. l thoee who de11N to tra'Hl to Bres Yi•roel• It 

1eeu from his writing• that there ••• a aor• 1peclfic reaaon for 

hie havi.Qg written the boot. On hi• way to PaleaUn1, troc Poland, 

Simchah etoPPed off at the hOM of a •eal tb_1 Jew in Leghorn. In 

gratUude, for the hospitalit,y that ha4 been ehown hi■, Simchah 

1. 
Hot hi■~• boot. 

Re •a• a prolific writer. 
2 

In hi1 book "Netiacb sul Simchab" ---
•• a parting thoU&,ht he writea the following: "'l'h• eventl.lAl goal 

for every Jn muat be a trip to Palestine. EYe1700• who travel• 

to n&1estine receivH a new spirit, the po.reet air being iD S&fed 

where one can actuall7 fathom the depth• of the Torah'• Wildom." 

Hebrew alao cou1 1n for~ share of glor71 "Whoever die1 a.1¥11• 

blll'ied. ~ Hebron b aaelll'ed of attaining the Wortd to CO■I witbou:t 

any delay." The abo•• q~otationa ••re talcen from some of hie 

•~rk• writt en while still 1n &irope and clearly demooetrate the 

love he bore for tne Land of Israel. So great •u hie love and 

so overpo.eriDg his longing, that •hen bis wife ref\ieed to go wUh 
3. 

him, fearing the 11ea-vo7age1 he propptly divorced her. she. bow-

l. Eiaenatien pg. 238 

3. Eiaenateill pg. 240 
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eur • rqretted her acUon and later n••rried ha and wm 

to Palestine •Uh hi.. Howner. aner .... a monthe, thq re

tarned to Paleetine. du to insufficient aid. ~ reiQJ'Ded 

to Poland and beoaaa the town preacher ( ) of 

the town of Brahilo•• Ill 1768, on Pueover BY•• he paesad 

awfi.3 i n the ion of Brahilo•, where he ••11 bliried. 

There ban been m&DJ' accowite of S~ BMe ud. hie work 

" /11 :r .J ~ /1 iY • " The account gi ••n here •aa the one •rUt en 

in t he"..,..-,,7 ,r« " o f J. D. Bi .. netein, (pp 237-251). In 

t ile introduction to Uie book, there 1e a brief accoW1t of ~he 

author• l ife and hie •orke. 'l'h• introduction aleo mak•• note 

of t he tact tbat the work oontalne 11&11,1' plagiari ... from t he 

account of t he brai te traTeller David J ... chil. 

The a11thor 18 •ationed in L Shin11chneider • • i iei of au.thou 

in A.I!. Lune••• " o, t .,-1,, "• • ol. IT, pg. ~. Jerualem 1886, 

and ie treated b7 ,1.)l. tunes iD the •&11111 Toluae in a coaparieon 

between the "/•:r .1-J ,7 i'C " aod th• work of DaYid Jemacb.el pg. 137 

ff, who ehowe it t o be plagiarized. 

Other bibliography OD thi• book 1•• 

1. Jftieh Kncyclopaedia - A.rtiol• on Baa•• S1.llcha c. Joeua, 

Sa.lama, Vol. n b7 ..,_.rlua. 

2. R. Bohrioht - Bibliotheoa Geograph i c& Palaestinae. PP• 322 (#1480) 

3. :&Dc7clopaedia Judaic-. - uticle on Haaa, SillCb.a t. Joeua, j . 

Saloma, Vol VII, b7 Dr. R • .Brod7. 

4. t. Fruld.a-<)'{ .. ,,, •t,~n J.JT(JJ. vol, III PS• 81 

5. I. Benjacob - D , 73 0,7 >~1;( PS• 18 ( #358) 

l 

- -------
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The boolc "J.havath Zion" has i ~ chapters t&ken trOl:I the 
1. 

a :~ou.nt ot the Karaite traveler, Samu.el ben David Temshel and 

it is not sure whether he waa &11 intentional plagiarist or 

• b•ther he should be bleed for tryillg t o use aomeone elae•s 

• nrk in order to enballce hi• own. It 11 ltno.n that s laoha waa 

never ia Jeruaalem, Shechem, Hiebron or Egypt. All reference• 

to the above places were takan from the Karaite•a work. In 

order to fool the ltaraiha, he erased t he dates u■ed b7 S&IIN.el 

ben David changed the wo~ "Raboinitea" to "Ou.r brethnn the 

;hll ~ren of Iarael, aa well ae the afternoon Prt139r 

o, 7,7 .r ,7) to 17 h.J b J,, { J .A ) and other chMgea , which M 
2 

cleverly affected in order to decei'fe future readers. The bo,,k 

•~s first printed in GradM (N.D.) 

On the 26th day of Iyar 5524 (l?14.) Simcb.a left hil ci ty ot 

S&l.acieca, near lrody, Galacia and • ~nt from there to ~allachia 

and Galata on t!:18 ~anube, which are oituated in •hat ia t he present 

ds.y Rownania. F rom then they went to the aeaport of Jagea where 

they met with two great Haaaidic Rabbis~( llowld tor Paleatine, 

Nahman Rordeoker and ~•ndel ~f Prilli■bla ( perb.ap■ Primi■hlan). 

at Bagaa they were forced to wait for a favorable tide which wo~l d 

carry t heir ah1p over the sand bar. 'lfhile waiting , they were 

severely bitten by moaquit oea who worked feveri shly to make t he 

l i vea of our pilgrim• extremely miserable. A favorable tide SavilJS 

aet in, the band aet sail for Constantinople, ifhi le in Co.o-

l. Y•nachel , a:z ,r ding to tu.nos - Q ' '~-0• Vol XI 1a the abbrev. 

(J ( I> 1.J J f',, ,,, ' 

2. Biaen:itein"J..1::11/J ,7 7X l ,'Y •• pg . 2S8 
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sta.ntino_ple they- he.d tb.e opportunity of studying the conditiOJl8 

or the Jn• there. Not mowing 81l7 Turkish was no hindrance for 

them because both group• lmn suffici ent Hebrew to c~rry Oil 

an intelligent converaation. They found out that the Jewa enjoy 

some civil case• between Jn and Jew. There war• also auuv Jews 

•ho held high official positions, one of 1iheae bei.ag Levi, aon

in-law of David Zaoaeh who was the aeaiatant to the Vhar in 

charge of the Uint. From Co_nstantinople they ee1i sail for the 

1slaad. of ltlodes, and f rom 1ihere to Jappe. 

luteres1iing indeed ia the method uaed by the Arab boat men 

1n ferrying the passengera from the boat to the dry land. llleir 

methods closely r esemble the 1iactica uaed bf their de•cend.aota 

who are still actively engaged in the same trade. The7 grabbed 

the people who were going ashore aai almost threw them into 

boats as if they were eo much piecH of baggage. For thia 1ibe 

passenger■ had to pay what was in the estimation of a huge 

SWD of money. The Arab• were a democratic group, not only 

grabbing those who wanted 1;0 go ashore, but &1110 t hose who 

wanted to remain on the boat. In order to escape thie murdar

oua gaog, S imeha and hi• friends had to hide 1n one of his 

cabins, lest they ~ carried aw93. At this port, many Sephardic 

Jews left the ahip, af fording the remaining group much freedom 

to observe Roah Hashanah and Tom Kippur in a dipi fied manner 

on the h18h aeas. 

From Joppa, they urived at Acre. In the interim of some 
1. 

sixty years, Jna bad come to this city aal aettled tbeN. Th•1 
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are Sephardic Jna &Dd consider tbNlaelvee reaidenta of~ 

Holy Land. Aa a result, they obaerve onl7 the first clay of 

the Feath·ah. The thirty-five families residing there, are 

very poor, their chief incOtDt being derived from the farming 

of the land. There are a fn Jna engaged in the making of 

j"elry am aillc threade. !he tro.vellen were well blten 

ca.re of, however, b7 the bead of the COlllllm.Di t7, Baasim, who 

had porter■ carry the luggage of the travellere to hia houae. 

'!'here t ne7 were put up for the nigbt. '1'b8 boapit&lU7 of the 

commW1it1 waa of a very high tne and gave theae pilgrim• aau.ch 

pleaau.re. After succotb, tbe7 left for sated. 

Sated once was a thr1~1DC c'it7 of about 7000 Jna, tho were 
1. 

active.a.7 eng&1ed 1n pl7ing thair trade. In 1759, an earthquake 

had taan place and IIIAll1' Jna were tilled, others had moved ••&7 
ao that when Simoba arrived tbere 1n 1774, he found only fori7 

families. tn the proc••• of rebuilding the city, the aurvivora, 

both Jew and .A1'ab worked aide by aide, resulting in • strong band 
2 

of friendship and creating peace and hal'IRODJ" 1n the city. i-fore 

the earthquake, there bad been seventeen a)'Xlagoguea in ,Sated, but 

only two remained in UJ7 serviceable colldition, the Synag<>sue 

of Isaac Luria .i.nd a a-11 aynago8)le belonging to the Greek Jna. 

The Syr.iag<>sue of IH,&e Aboab, author of "ll8norath Hamaor" wu 

still in ruin• when Simcha cam to sated. It was repaired lateron. 

The Jn• of Sated were engaged in IIIAD7 trad••• Jnelry

manufactun, ailk weaving, copperamitha &Del alltenlllitha. 'lbe7 

l. Simcha givea the date as 1769, bu.t he 1a in e1·ror cf. - /* l/7 ·• 
~'"'"' y1X.:J .J,-ffV,;, ,A1T~1.). 

2. Einstein J.J ~ 0 IJ TJ 7f IX PB• ~ I .Y 
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seem to thriH on these trades, for m&D,T of them live in beau.Ufu.l 

homes. Despite the fact that tbi87 ••re aoUYel.Y engaged 1D tMir 

cr&th, these men found ample Uae to atud.r, alaoat all of tbia■ 

being ••ll versed 1D the Bible, 'l'almud and Poat - 'l'alaud.ic Liter

a1aue, virtually a colODJ' of Babbie. Simcba tried to enter the 

businaa• of .ting 'l'ephilli• and Jlesuzaha, lN.t wu cUau.ad.ed tro■ 

doing so b7 the people of the city who to1, him that bis would be 

11nable to take these with him when he left the place, due to ai. 

ban on tu exporting of Scrolls, '1'9phillim or •sasab• fro■ Safed. 

As a result of this ban, the two ~ogu.ea oontai.D 11&117 scrolls, 

which oannot be sent ouuid• of the cit7. HoweYer, t•• are •••r 

used, and there MDT which have neYer been opened. J .. • are also 

engaged 1D the pack trades, goiQS arolllld the country u oQgat the 

Arab■, with a aule to O&ff7 their ■erohan41••• which tba7 receiYed 

tro■ .llCre. 'l'bere 18 aome f\J'llling done outside of tbia c1t7, where 

gre.iD and wheat 111'8 rahed. The owners of thHe fe.rma ha•• a ■ill 

which th•.Y operate tor the benefit of the Jewa. 

The pots aod pans used 1D the kitchen are made exoluaiYel7 

from copper. fl:wre are no earthenware utensil• whataoeYer, iD 

Sated. It anyone wanted any e arthenware dish he would ban to 

pay ,. large price for it. Simoha'• •if• w410ted OAe And detel'IDined 

t o get it at all coat, Shll was successful after a lOQS and 

arduoua searoh, being obliged to ,>a;r a high price for it, due to 

it• ,rari t7. 'I'M coin• of Palestine are for the D>at part 1D 

ail••r, Spanish silver coina being the ■oat co~. bM ooina 

were brought there by the Sephardic Jha who cam to aettl• there 
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after tbe expulaion in 1491, &D1 wen ■Ull beiag used by 

their descendant■ aOM tb.rff hundNd ,ear■ lat.-r. COM 11 

also uaed bu.t not a1 exten■ivel7 aa ■il•er. 

In Sated lbed an intereating S7Ti&11 J'n, Baob.a Ephraim 

Dayan •bo cla1Md to b&ve been a direot dHoend&nt of th• Davidio 

dynasty and therafon endowed •Uh peat powere. Indeed, he 

cl.aiMcl to hav• negotiated •Uh tba sultan who had followed. hh 

advice becauee of hia lilleage. J.DOther peraon, by the naae of 

Shem Tov olai11ed dinct de1cent from Babbi Simlllon ben Yob&i, b\lt 

laid no claim to hi• powere of working wonder,. 

Sated 1■ well known for th• gravee of the hol7 and scholarl.7 

men •ho llived and worked and died \here. Iaaao Luria, tbe great 

Kabbal.1.at, )rloeea Oordovero, lioaes Aleheikh, Solom'ln Alkabea, author 

of the ",7, r ;,:, t " Joaeph Kardon who■• tombstone 1e wri Uan 

"Joseph Karo, author of th• "_1-1")¥ /"1,(YI," all lie buried there. 

There ia one grave in Safed whicn 1• supposed to be that of the prophet 

aoaea. To \hie grave, the echolar1 •bu.ld go evet7 Tu.••~ to pray. 

'1'he •hole cemtery is overcrowHd, literally, with taaoua grave,. 

Here, too lie buried the !en Martyrs of Hadrian'• oppreaaor. '1'he 

cemetery howeYer, 1e not an i1olated piece of ground, tor just 

outside the gates 1• a vast field on •hich growa mu.ch wheat. 'l'hia 

field 1e owned by Jna, who all,, m ued the mill• which grind the 
1. 

wheat into flour. 

Cu.riou.a indeed, are the cu.atOIU aol aeremoniea of Sided. 

Wadding faada. altbo\l&h oelebrateci for tbs cwstomary an•n d&ya, 

••re not &a ■um.ptu.oue aa wo11ld be ex1,ected. '?here ••re, ho,urver, 

l. cf. aboYe acooun~. 
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aerved tru.Ua, •egetable1, l111ea, a chicken or two, wine and caua. 

These p&nH• are attended exolu1hel7 b7 men. Nowhere h there MJ.7 

mention ot the bride, who u.eua.lly would be preN.at for the reoU• 

ation of the Snen BenedicUona. ll&IJ1' of these ••'41ns• an per

f ormed on oae of tile three festhala in utter dieNgard. of the 
2. 

prohibition againat celebrating two j oyous occaa1ona ■imu.ltaneou17. 

'!'he birth ot a child, pruumab l7 Ml•, 1a alao an oooalion 

fo r mu.ch rejnioing •1th drwn and c,-abal. These inltNM.ata wen 

t!le only ohea in use, t he barp, flute and the Yioiin., being WI

heard of. On the ~ ot the birth, t.b8 mother 1a dreaaed in 

her be1t cloth•• am 1a permitted to au among1t the w01111n who 

eo:.1e to •hit her. 'l'hey a¥t ba•e been a very hardy people to 

be able to accocnplilh thi1 on the ·uey first dar• on~be eighth 

day , the olild was broll&ht to the S,naeogu.e for oircwacieion, 

clothed entirely in eilk. ~The mother herself bro11ght tbe child ," 

just as if she were bring~ a child to be aacriti ced at the 

'lempla." The whole towu accompani ed the f&llily t o ~e S7D116ogu.e 

1lnging "Hodu." b ■ot)n u the child entered the SYDll8ogue, the 

candlea were lit. With the father acting a1 Sanda:, the child 

was intitiatad into the ~br&h&mic COYenant am tMA carried home, 

followed by the people 1i11ging a ppropriate JQaa. 

lt was the cu,tom of the Jna in Sated to pr8if Prid'1 after

noon, in ~e Greek Synagogue. Thi• 11ae a cuat'lll etaned b7 Iaaao 

Luri a, who ~er the Hrvice would go to the gl'aYe of S1111on beA 
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Yoh&! in Keron, accompanied 07 hia dilciplee. A.■ .oon as they 

had finiehed "14ismor Shir l 'Yom lfushabboa - they returned 

to the Synagogwe. Thia cuatom wa■ retained and continu.ed after 

the death of Isaac Luria. 

When &J\YOne 61H, the bod,y ii brought to the Greek S~giie 

for the Eulogy. The man who delhere the eulogy wa lked in front 

o! t he Hiter, no totfine •ere uHd at t he Ume, and recite certain 

pertinent psalms. A.t the eemet'ery, the litter 1a placed by the 

s ide of the grave while the Mourner■ march.arou.od it eeven:tiae, 

reciting the "Tayehi Noam." On the Sabbath of the "Shivab" U 

was customary to mate a banquet at which time the people aaauabled 

t o study and to ■ay Kaddish. 

The grave ot Rabbi Simeon ben Yobai is Jw,t out1ide of Sated 

i n the village ot Meron. It ii c119toaa ry to liabt candle• at thll 

grave and to read the ZOh&r. Beside the grave ie a place re1e"ed 

for the cooki.Qg or meals by travellers, who come from very great 

distance, to pr-, am eat at ~he grave of thi1 great scholar. Tm 

peopl e of the vil l age were very hosp itabl e, giving mu.ch food and 

com!odabl■ quarteH to the travellers. llear thll grave of Rabbi 

Simeon, is &he grave of Rab~i Yoh&n&n, t he shoemaker, aurounded 

by a ■tone wall . No one ever enter, the gate because of a ator7 

that an enormous enake guards the grave of thi s great acholar and 

sai nt against trespaaeera. 

Purim is celebrated two de.ya, the ».gillah being read on both 

day■• lioaever, on Shuahan Purim. the benedi ci tion 1■ omitted. 

Inatead ot eendiag gifts to the poor and needy on Purim, the chief 

Rabbi went from door t o door in the town. on the Faat of E■ther, 
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in order to collect money for the Paesover relief. Thie •a• 

done becauee of an earlier Purim when the non-Jew■ became 

jealou■ of thie charit7 giving, while they were being excluded 

from it. 

uuteide of the city ie a ca•• containing mau,y boxee. During 

the ra~ seuon, th••• box•• ••re filled with water •o that when 

t he day season arrived, the boxes would be used tor irrication 

purposes. A tragic event occurred 1Jl Safed while Simcha waa there. 

Rain, which ehould hsve appeared early in Kislev had not de•cended. 

Thie l eft an indelible impreaeion in the mind of Simcha. It waa llhe 

first 'time that he had ever heard the Sbofar blown during the fast. 

The peo~le then went up to the grave of Joeeph Karo and pr~ed for 

deliverance from the draught. After much faating and praying, ao• 

rain did fall but not enough to counterbalance the d&llla6e already 

done. H01tever ill Mar, the t"alns did cotae, in torrent&. so heav7 

was the downpour, that when Babbi Gedaliab of statannv died, hie 

ourial aervice had to be curtailed and hastened due to the t orrential 

raina. 

Tiberia• waa al•o vieited by Simcha in ~rder to bathe 1Jl it• 

warm watere. Surrounding the city, on three sides, 1a a atone wall 

built in 1651, the •••t •ide being open. The city •as apareely 

i nhabited by Jew• and Arabs, the houses were few and far apart. 

The Arabs ruled the city with an iron fht taaing the Jfte heaYily • 

.L'o the south of the city were the famoue springs , used evu t oda,y 

for heal th purposee. They ••• located at the foot of the mountain, 

...... 
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LET'l'ER OF ll>BDElfBA.I DE LJ.~TES 

O' ~r-17' :J i.J. -IJ.,J fl/ /) 1117 ~h) 7~ rt 'J t'.:J3/JJ:, ,] .ld.:J 11•J.1l 

VOL VI PP• 7lft. PROK A IWiUSCRIP'l' BT F1tANm. # 6M 1D 

.,,,. LIBRARY OF THE REIIBEI' UBIOB COLLEGE, CIBCI~t OBI<'\ 

U .s • .1. ( l) 

fliA3 a favorable sign &114 good fortune be our lot and th• lot 

of 0..1.r group who go aD4 ■U on the threshold otour hol7 cit7, J'er

u.sal-. ia.n, .Janen, aai children who lu.Y• plaoed th• aolea of their 

feet on th• road. 1111¥ the Grace of God be •l th th•, to delinr 

th• and red•• them from all annet7 aud diet r•••• plague aud pest

ilence. Va., He spread the 'l'ent of His peace over th-. 

uur Maahr, Rabbi Jehuda Leeb Cohen of Jeruaal•• was our Ji17'9 

and true gu.lde over the road •• travelled. Our Muter Rabel 

Abraham Rovigo and his wife. The e.r.alted Rabbi Rai,hael;hia 

son and hie wife Esther, hi• two eone, t•• ·dall8ht•r• and hie 

motbar-in-law, Rabbi Kordecbai Ubltenaal, hh wife, two son• 

and a daU8bter. Babbi llelr A.ahkenaal followed u• f roa Leghorn 

and came with ua to A.ere. 'rt.◄ Exalted Bab 11 Samuelchen A•h

kenazi (note probabl;r Samuel) who came •1th ua from llOdena, 

J oseph Uelli of Cento who cam with us from ~ologna, 110eea 

Lopes Pereyra who came with ua f l'om Leghorn. 1fadame Abigail, 
2 

the widow of Elijah 14alach waited for us at Leghorn and j <li ned 
3 

our party there. German Jniah mid-if• t.-en b;r tba Bzal 1ied 

Baboi for thii• did th• people of Leghorn counsel hla; to take her, 

hat, God forbid, ahe be needed on th• way, for hia daU8hter-in

law. She waa more of a nuiaanoe than a help , f or elMI &iled more on 

the boat tban anyone elee. Bila, the dau&hter ot 1to100.:,,moua Malach 

l. / t •f pg 7l. 
2. The mime Malach aeema to haYe been a favorite amonget K&balli•t■ 

and S&bbatiana-Haim Malaoll, Abraham llalach the Haaid~c Babbi 
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3. 
:;c.r ved. a "' h ·-nd- ... 1;.::..ue n t '1 S-w.,i.:.e lc:1en•s :;::.~e. Sol01:i n I'):° r·nr1:,ie;Le , 

'.;!.. ·.:.itle s.:.C. : :o rd.eci1a.i de !.attes. 

'..e,;!v,1·r1 ·.wtil a.,. :1.:1swer ,1ould. cn ... e . -::i:G .• re f nr e , it Wl:.S nee-

o: .... 
v.J.e 

·:or 5ic. , i::.l most ti:.o :.-1tw(,red. miles . 

:5 . !:.aev: .rurkiah '/Jell , ser 1 et.l a,!; i .. 1te r r eter 

·7e a ll r l.! joiced 
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r 
n·--,, r ,· 0 d -'-" • f 0 s'- of • · ,. , . .., · ,. "''" ,_ ~.11.: .... u 1,Jt€ • • ew- .. ,oon _j 'e , ca.1sin_; tnet:1 to vomit 

e.s :!'fl r merly. 'i'he :1ext a.a:,· t he ·: i uil r etttrneci 1...:16. ·.-·e saile0 

7ell. ':'he s1,::1e :~:,i.ppenec ' •n t he t h ird dts~. In the mo rning 

t."..e s:;.ilors Ge..i._:h1. ~ fish :1e a vie1· t !1e..n t wo hundred pounc.s 

,. 

c d leC t . J o l phi n , -rhich t he y killed , skinuec. a ud cut up into 

:;mall bits while we le..Uc·n ec1- e..t ,;n is slc:-•4::heering, because t he 

:;.ttiet day , e..nu t he ro ckin:: of the bM,.t caused 

u s much d istre ss , but 'In the s i r.th day , the wind r e t ur ned, a nd 

::e Jr.=. sed t he Se.b :ia.th in p e;s.ce. 3y the.t time , we !'\ad passed 

C!le kingdo11s of Sicily a nC: J,lal ta. , a uc. fr nm there to Caudia. 

:1he see. zr~,1 h .rg e r am .. l a.r 6 e r for it is nee.rly s evsn miles 

.7i t h,)ut ~ny si.:;ilt of l ru1d wit ll ()Jprus. 1'his sea is k:nm-m .!,,S 

r;ol foc!e ;•are. 

s·.rn.a;r :md :.:Ond.ay we saileJ nn peace:'u.l waters , anci ?1 e were 

surp::ised t .\ lt 1,e were uble t 0 travel most of the •.11::.: · i7i thout 

ungdsh , ~e 1:1.r or J. is : ress . Thu.~ did t ~e ca~tair1 anc'. his s o.H ors 

:;ho s·:inre t hat all the d~s of t h i r lives :-,ave the;_ .iever sailed 

on s v ch peaceful w ... ters . They diCU1 •t c:ven se sLtcll o~l mness even 

:.n t he Sw:w:1er. :Bl.l;; on Tu.esde.y , t he Lord caused a i:;r e t ·.1 ind to 

blow on the see.. , ce..usi~ the ship to rock, and to sway, ca~sine: u s 

in t urn r:iuch u i s ccmfitu.re t he vihnle da;r. l'he ve locity incr e !l.sed 

so much " .1 7ed..esday Eve1.in~ . 10th of Sh ev --t, t hat we thought the 

s;-,ip w,,uld burst apart. The 1Yav'3 0 r e\·1 ili _;ller e.ntl h i cher , enteri~ 

the b net . i-'e _r and trer:i'oling sie zed us , we nt up and offered up 
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:r,e.,,y p r eyers and :9etitions 1 ana. !:lade •ows, each accord ing to h : s 

stren!:tn just as we ha<i be en commanded to vow in times of d ist r ess. 

"e e.lso vowed that wheu ,,e ,~nul d be in J erusalem we would le rn 

t he fi rst ,Ji_;:1~ o! our arri ·:al . Tne storm coutiuued t j1e next a.a. 

-Ne d id not e a t nnr d r ink, 6.l1J1ost e.11 of us , tl.u.riut -:he twri d.e. ·s 

o:' t :1e stnrm due tri t h e r reat snrrn•~ . 7e ,~ust S6.J t hat 1~e "sw1,.yed 

::.nd shol')k like d rwiku rds ( :' ::ia l ms 107 : 27) . ~hur sua:r t 1e sto rrn 

subsided e. little and \?e began tn eat . ,Jn :'r i day, the boat sailed 

o~ ca.lo w t ~r s . -e had a e o d ~ ind , but ~e co 1ld not ~o fro~ 

C/1Jrus ti) . aida a ;; ~, e ;,a.ti tl'll)'\:'.1t, out ·.?e t hoi.18h t it w'l;1ld be 

':Jett!:r "::o go ti) .',lexandr ia. , ·.;hicb 1~ e •·H: '.!'e aole to r e~ch before 

the '>ab•-;, th. .sl ,:; .!ou.~:, o.r Ile sire ·.w.s co s h11rte11 1·.r v oya.;;.e and 

:,.t :'ird ~1e fle<i fro:n ti1e i a ee. [o:" ._;'lLt· tr, .<lex:?.J:ldr ia) .1:1ile 

e 1·1E. re L 1 !.,e~hnro, .nte t, t.1a in ,;;,:estin., ri:" t :,e ;,eo,ile there 

.·~10 c i ci 111)t t =..nt •.1.s -:o go :" .. l e:r..:..nd r i... , n ~•,e r!hele :.s , ·1e deciced 

to co t .ere ana. r e s~ a ·~ile. 1'~1::.s .., s so, because rin '!'.1ursd~J

ni,::ht , <.l er at ·.,eakness a!ld f .:.int ing s _;ell cw'.le 0ve r t :--ie ,~ ife of 

!?ap:1~el Ro·, i iS!l , ···:11"1 almost ,,e ~rune d.1::.n&ero·.1.sly il 1 • aud they thnu_:it 

that, ';Qd f ~r "Jid , :-1er c .iil J '::''l'.t ld die i.1s id.e tJf :1er; she 'LS in 

~re.:.t p:1-L t:i~t 1.i:::-ht . .,..fter t hat s !1e h.;r for a l oll£; time on the 

be e. "f pain. 

:S:ven t he car t o.in Sf;r aed with us, but ·.:hen t ~e ca._t> t c in s c.w 

t :.e.t t!"le ,: i. 1111 \7 s ::it:, h ir:i, Le he :-.J.eci t0\711:!'ds Se.La. ·1e s :iile~ 

all of Saturo.a,: · a!ld ';u.id .. , expectLic tn arri ~e at -=~·prus a~ 

hnur. Su.'ld:..··, t'1e l -, th da;; rf 3he·: '.:.t , ti)'? . rus 6\' Elli.' e , !.l stonn 
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!.trClse , an1 t he sea onile,_ r,ver. 'I'he:1 11 r i1ee.rts :.c":ial'ly died 

·,; ithin us . a.1ci e o~fe r ed up t :1e ~:i nha. 9r ~;·e r wi ::i cryi:,6 e.uc. 

•:1~il ing , ~nn al t :1na.;h we tlo nnt s _;, ':'a:1arni. n,1 t :1e eve n~ i;. :1r:.l-

i a.:,· . ,'le o~re r e t-, u ) cer t uin ':':tilam.l.l'lim, Sel Uvi:;:? and 3a bsi,Qt :i 

•:•:: t::: ::tr-.l:' te :.rs . r.-,11 ; aft e r t hat we se...-1 ·vi t h •••.:.r e -e .s t !1at t ':le 

Lord :1e::i.r d voices n~ n·tr p eti tious f0 r t :1e s .,ke nf -.·,.r .'..!JCe!l n r s . 

·rre ;;-!;ren_;t !"le:1ed r,ursel '.J es ill n r der tn , e :1:;._1_ . · n.1 t !1e 1 oth da:· 

nf Shev t ( ,:;:1'.'l..,ishr. v ser-··ew " e . r f o r fruits ) e.lt:.:tou.;;;h t here •.~as 

a s l i ~·h t si;nr :'l tha t d?,:· , Tm• :..r d s evei,i.1_; we were e:ic,.,·.ir :,,~e d by 

: 11 t ne midj le r:f t :,e ni;;ht, t :ie :,t or m i ,,c r e!..:oed ii1 ferr,cit;·, 

::.c-:n.:i:;~ied b;· .:nch r :.-:.in. ~he a:.:.il · :-s \1ere c011 f -..i.Sed a:id :·m.rried 

tn t urr. t~e saiil trr:1!.rds t h <? ,. i,1d c .:..isi..: t!:e t ~!.lest m..:.st of 

t:1e three n!1 t::e ship ·~n ·L '? ·or nken. -:i:-ie c ~ 1t a in r:.1 ::vnt fel:C 

int0 t :1e sea ~ .. d di1:d , b•.1~ t e \? ~s s::.·1el, o:i· !.. rope ·:,i.c:: :ield 

!.:\: hi::\ '.;1 'Je di~tressed. f"'I' : .. an~· :1eel-:s e.ft er t ::ie.t . 

"·· ;':..esrl:...,·, -·•e .,.,., ,,_ .d •H r $e1·, e e o;it~ide t:1e har bnr ..,~ .ere • 

..,he· l0r• ered t l:e s:icj,r rs ~ ;a tied u) ;; :1e bM~t .;he re. :'he C!!:.,,t ;;,.iln 

sr:1all onats c&r.:e !:. l o ;;side n ~r DPi.t i n 1:1&..1.i;J· crntt,;,.is . -~he i l' e. es 

ca.-ne r.u.t o~ t i1e!. r .,e~es i !, order to s c.e nur ·c..r es , a3 ,,tli E.S 
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:'he ·: urk i sh 

;.:!' rive~ -;her e t :1ro·1._;h '.in a ;'.!cic.e.,t 1:1...,::. d i J. nrn; G.e!:>ir e to €11 t e r 

I 

i' 
I 

tne s nn of t ne ."-ha ~C~OmiJ;AllJ hi m -; n ~~1e shi ,_. r..nd t wo .:eutiles 

·::::,n v1ar11eu h i t:: 11()t 1; () t u.t:-:o S....J,;.· ial)nc: .s i t :1 bi .- .. r,ec ·.1u~e ;!le : :1:.r~ 
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ff 

':'he~ _.,t :.i., s.lso e,.t .. raci t he city t ri see i : :1e co, ... ld fill 

T.1: .. ·-;.:: he rd 

there ~ 'l s e .c. "" ,.:e : se.:.:;er to Je r :1s·.ler.1 , ~or they ss id t!'lat :n 

t i1 ree oc.;,-·s he ".'Ould b e a1'lc :;,, bri.1c: u s beck a.n s.nswer •·hether 

e : •. ce ",e he _r e. : ·: _ t t :,e: re ~1 . : , :'i ·?lt b":t,'!ee .. t :-:e ~:..:::: • .::. of 
( 11n';e) 

~ decided) , t· .• t ·.·e se :id 

: •. " t.1::) ' ~ob ... l:,• t : e re'Jel lil'l tl -.; · i ,. st t :1e ?a na t.:1e. 1".: i n11ed i n 
:::n:..-1 u s .. " l ... ·•e 1·u .,::el ::i.in: . 
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city , i::.n:! tn sj1fl•1 L.s t :1e way ~. i1ic h ~?e were tn t r ave l , :1e began 

: n ,:i rm r ()u_t '.tis bitterness e.iiu. t r• l ci. u s t .,.s.t ;1e C:esi red to ~ro

ceed ,1giV' ttt :-iaiti.og ,,.or an ~1s wer ~r om t i1e me sse118er , ·,.-::Lich 

. . e :1a •.i s e n t . .;.ll th.is wa,, 0,1 7e <L.iesd~• \ief?r e tite ~·:en i11t;. 

; h•.U? sd.ay hlQrr1i11..:; , ·,e~1.1c1:9.h : n.,:!l, a r i;ued 1:ith .o i!n ,_:, out t h is 

:!!C.t:er , e11d t.. r ...;11eJ. t : .t:.s l y . ··- l -1.1~ !<.S t:.1. r e ":·.!:! er1 ~ reement 

ia:;t 11een t hem, it l <.?i.;c;; 11ri tten .:.u t h e er nt r t..ct tr.s.t :<1e ··. as 

0 .c lic;;c.ted tn cury us to Sc.i d&., ~ucl t:, e re '.le l':E..s tr, •:,_it fQur 

,;r f i ve d e.. s , w-.; il we i1t.d s ent e. rae sse r1c:er a.nd ~c.<l. received 

n :.s 2.11s-1er 1·1'.1ich ,1'1u:J. lea ll tts to Jb.P. a.. .,.nci. u l)·,1 , iust ea ci. o f 

iladnc i:n vie.it at .3::i.ida., :1e 1:nula. .. it iH tni.s p l!..ce (Acr e ) • 

. !e a__; reed 1,() wr.it five tia:s ~•d .. 111 1,1ore . :,ut his O.Jl. ~e s i re 

and ::0 usel 1·1~- t., .. t ie stay -1!,e re ·:·e ,1c:re e..!<i t r, e:1ter t :,e 

~it~-; "()r he s~ i-: , ·•r see c'.1at t i1.::.s •.:nr:ie.n (~ .. e wife rif?..a.p.:i=.e l ) 

:t is ·oetter f ro r !" , tn r est liere a ::i· !,~:1 ()r t •:o, in t:ie mean-

,·, i le , t hG v;Qrnan ·,; ill ._:i ve ·.:i ir::1 , ai.,..; .ie v: ill ,_;() ,·•,_.r ~,e.· in 

peace , in a.nnti1er sh ip , t r Jat1pa. v r ./e rne.:· ,:o ·::it:! a CE.rav&!l 

~::.-()::1 ::ere to .Ter, .st; lern. iu16. hcwi can ;te ~ind. :. t in : nu.r ?le.:;..rts 

:.r ,,l&ce ,"nur Eel ve.~ in U..:..lSer a .::, •:·el :. c.s t'.1is •~nm&:1 , s,nd .,e 

1 o not r ~~n_.:ni ze t :1e mi r acles Jer f r med ·r;;_r your God, " 1'1lsse 

wo r ds 1nd oti•,er & of t:1e s:...: .. e k iuC:. , be s[l,,ke i 11 ort!.er t:i aro~ts e 

the hea r ts of e v1:1·.)"'o.re , _·oiu~ t vr::r-:,· fllle i udivicl.tall~· in order 

~o i 11flue1,ce him. 3ut. 1'tis advice 11a s f or h is 011n 0 1:nefi t . :1e 

even said t:1at \1e e.re c a•.1s ing ilit:1 a t;; r etat l r.ss oeca.i.se o ;her mer -
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c .:- ants e.re _·recedin._: him in e,1tering t he ne.r ·:inr , and f irst colll8 

C"me fi r st served. :.:oreo ,er, he :.E:.u ile .rd from :nE:.ny e.u t noritative 

p,;rs()ns t h6.t the ha r b r at J.,.1w a is very difficult to euter into 

nn 1,.c .:ou1,t of tb.e man.v rocks in it • co.u i:ilJG man.:r of the s ' .ips 

ent er ing the ha.r bnr to oec omi; shattered . He tried. ever.1thing 

L 1 his pnv-er to i,1fl i e11ce us , -1he~her .;ood or evil , to t e.ke u.s 

to 3aid.a if we did not desir e t o re1.11.. i n in Acre . 1:n short , 

we dec ided t :10.t :1i ght that 11 e ·,11oul d \~s.it until 51,.turda,r ni_.:h t 

Lid then set sail . 

on Fr ida. · , \~eek of ''Jeth:o , " 1 9 of Silevat, r.od or ou.£,ht about 

a. stnr tn •vhich ca1tsed i;r eut waves , begin.,ine; a b'1ut mid.ni~ht . .Ul 

that d~•, the wind. il1creased in it& velocit;· , so that t 11e boat , 

althou:;h a.aclv, red on all !'.nur sides , a.s is customar;r ·:inen ih a 

h11rbnr, almost broke. '.Jo s~ro1,6 11;...:, 1.ue \, ind, ths.t ;he snip crashed 

into M">ti1er ne1.:.rby. ·7e thnll6ht t:1a.t we lla cl bec rJme c;r ca.tl:,r 

e:idangered. The sailors r an a.bnt1t i :1 co.1fusion tr;1i1~ to sep

arate t he t wo sh ips , but could not :ieca1..3e o:.' tue ra.gi.lt:,; sea. 

uur on&t beg !J to o r cak UlJ :.'rr,m t i1e top . - e cried ou t i n .>r a;1er, 

;.1l'- 11i 'l.h a ::;r e i,,t wu. i l ing. "He who &nsweret:. .!i.br a.hat:1 etc. , He 

who answerEid I s&.ac etc . , He w~;o aus11eced Elijah e.t llt . carmel 

(\t hich •.1e •:1ere sil"wn i t1 the distance , about 4, mil es ) ~ be 

answer us. . .. t that tin,e , t he captai ns nf bot •. bm .. ts were not 

in t '.lei r bnats and ~.-hen t hey se.vi t ~':? ,1 i ud , t hey l eft t he city 

for t he i r ships , almos t dyin,.; fr" m fr ight . ::specially , our 

captain, whO e.le ost bit off hi s bands and a te h is flesh. ':'hen 
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~oii. s..:(I our di s . res s and gave t h e sailors stren.;th ti) separ A.te 

t he s hips. 'l'hey t h en tied UlJ our s ,.ip a.ncl made i t fast . ?his 

·,1e.s before noon. The r es t of t he day , ~he storm cn11t inued i ts 

ferocity, until twilightt then our eyes s,. t hat with Sab::,a.th 

c~~e rest, frir witil then it was ~mpossible t o stand or sit in 

one place f or it was feared that .he bnat woul d be overturned 

any moment. 

'!'he11 t he captain 'oecame angry e..oo. 6rit-ted ills teeth. 38 

" 

s poke agai ust iiis Excellency, our ;Jast er behi~ his back, sa:1ing 

ths.t he 11anted to eudai1ser his wife iµid family, and of the 

group by desiring t "l e;o on t he sea ill such a t i me . :But he could 

not s pea.lc with him because he was f or ced to wai t w1til Saturday 

night, and. even h• was frir ced to admit. ~e shall see the Great 

miracle wrought for you for ' f ye had been in the mids t of the 

seas in t his storm there would have been no hope for our lives. 

3ut you a re not mindful of this mi r acle performed by Got f or you, 

but we must not r ~l y upon mir acles because mirac les do not happen 
(note) 

every moment , and we are oblir ed tn s~ve our selves frow any danger 

we see "All this he shouted at us for he wanted us t n leave the 

the boat and remain at Acre, or ~t l e~st to go to Saida aM wcit 

the re till the ar:.-ival of a nother br.at i n order to cast the burden 

off him. But we paid no attention to him for our journey was 

listened to hi m and went ashore and r emained in Acre, bec~u3e 

he was s.f-raid of te.k i rtg his money t n Jap;ia, only through Said.a. 

Re did not wui~ t o continue with us. 
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All Saturday. t her e was no f avorable wind either for 
(note ) 

Ja ppa or Magillah 7b - (note ) on Saida. The captain had 

.io courage t o s .ieak for he s&.'11 t a at this ws s from God ( In 

t r~th he was one of t he r ichteous of the nations of the 

world and believed in God's Pr ovide nce) . •·fe thought that 

all of this was for our benefit in order to a~~it the reply 

of our mes senger ,1hom we had sent . 'He therefore f orbad him 

witll words and woney W1til he consented t o wait unt i l Monday. 

perhaps then, •u1 the messenger r eturn , .when tve had sent on 

-.Vednesday and. whose letter will t el11 u s how to travel , ,vhether 

t her e is any danger et c . But when on S11m1.tw and JJonday we 

had fa.v'lra·ole ..-i inds , ~he capta.i ll kept his word and did nnt 

sail , but on Tuesday he ~anted to s ail , but he could not fo r 

an unfav.,rabl e wind kept him back. The ,iext da;· , he became 

enr i;.ged , and was a.1gr y the ..,hol e day because f) f t he days \~hi-ch 

he let pass . Even we b ecame eob i t tered of the eiGht day s wait 

without success and we did not 1010-;i what t o do s i nce our me s

senger did not arr ive. There "ere rna.ey sides a rd opinir,ns 

t aken what course we should pursue , s ince i n our l e t ~~ r we had 

a sked t hem to send us camels , ana guar d s to JAp .a accordi1g to 

o~r needs. And i f the cessenger had fulfilled his mission, 

pe rhaps t hese people wer e waiting fo r WI at J appa, how t hen 

could we e;o t o Saia.a and t ar ry t bere'? '.7e woulu t hen be f orced 

to inc:.a further expenses (in orde r to pay )f or t he men who wer e 

wai ting for us . But i! t he messen~er did not f ulfil his mission 

(note) Ce.pte.in 9.uotirig the T&ll!llld. 
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( what cnuld we do in J ap:;,a1. '.'le would have to wait ID .Jappa 

a few de,ys until we wou1d find camels, horses, donkeys for 

ourselves, our wives, child.ren and o•.i.r property. The 
l.(nnte) 

inh&bitanta are wicked and dangerous so that God had illumined 

our min~s, and we decided to leave a part of our fortune 

with an English merchant in Acre . For we were told t hat it 

is better not t o take all that money with u.a. ·7e knew from 

this that every moment of waiting is a good one, as we shall 

late r see. 

:revertheless, we m;i.i atained our position to go from there 

to forci.og tile eaptai n, against bis will, to take a competent 

guide in order to take us to Jappa, for t hus wa s it in our con

tract. But he revenged himself agai11st us by saying t hat if 

no favorable wind blew. he would take us to Haifa, aplace near 

Mt. C&rr.iel ami there we would r emain until a -.ind would cnme. 
2. 

E-11en this was a be.d. place accordiug to a report. uevertheless, 

we cast n,..rsel ves upon God and prayed that He i ,1n uence the 

captain to take ua to our destination. ·re tried to receive a 

letter of t he Agha of .:lcre to ~he Agha of ,Tappa. ·,1e got the 

lette r as well as a gift for t he Agh~, a new garmeat . On l ed

nesday, oMlishpatim," t he 29th of Shevat, two or t hree hours 

before nightfall we set sail . ~e sailed all night. The ne~t 

morning we were in Haifa. ~e wept there when we remembered 

Zion, f or we were only three- de.ya travel away from .Jer~aal.em. 

l. In thnse days, in all probability, ther e were no Jews in Jap~a. 
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.. 

But ;;he wind was ao stl"lns t hat we could Mt land tor two days . 

ile saw with our eyes Uouirt Cc.r mel which was not fery f ar, and we 

·.• ere distrease<l beca u1e we could not enter there. On Friday , 

befo~e e vening , Olll' captain gnt into a small b~at and r eturned 

to acre. ('.'1e gave him a let t er ( t o the ~111;lishman) asking the 

:tlglishman whether our mes senger had r eturned) . He returned 

Saturday night, a m etil l persisted agai nst taking us t o Jappa. 

He stormeo aod. railed a.sainst us. :/hen 11e sa\, that •e were in 

his po~er and that he could, God forf6o~, to cauae us damage , 

we decided. to give him t he privilege to t ake us whe rever the 

wind VIOuld take him to laid& or Jappa. The condi tio■ r em&ined 

thu~ , depending upon the condition of the sea. 

un Saturday, W.shpati ~, the 23rd of Shev~t , with the rise 

of dawn, we set out our journey, our eyes were 11 ttea. up unto 

t~e Lord our God , so t hat he have compassion upon us and lead 

us along the path of goodness and straigbtfnrwardness, !or we 

were actually l ike t he blind who walk in the darkness. J.m the 

tord heard our pleas and sent a favorable wind 1thich t ook \lS 

to Ja.p
1
)a !.n peace and not in distr ess. ·re still dr eaded reach,. 

i.J:)8 Jappa on the Sabbath, lest the c >ptain force us t o leave 

the boat on t he subbath (he fe~ring to remaiu nn the boat ill 

this harbor, les t a stro~ wiud shattP-r his bnat ) causing ua 

to desecr ate the saoJath. Gou per forlll8d a mir ~cle for us by not 

sending a stt:nng vi iod r esultiJ:1€ in very little speed for the 

boat . Towards evening , the s ~reugtb of the wi n~ incr eased, a.ad. 
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we a• a boat which had been ahead of us. fall behind. That 

nis ht. after Havdalah and prayers. the boat approached the 

harbor and the captain l owered the anchor. He did n"t want 

t o enter the harbor just as he had done in other places on 

account of the danger. l1111Dediately. the governor of the cit:, 

sent a boat out t o see us ,11th a number of Tu.rks. to see who 

the peo,le in the boat were and to stake ue speedily into 

the city. The captain in great confusion aided by his sailors, 

bade us leave the ship. and t o take all our money with u.s. 

Rabbi Yehudah Hakohen and Raphael Bovigo then 1,ent ashore 

acco:npanied by the servant Raphael. They entered the city 

and brought t~e letter to the Agaa who rejoiced in receivi ng 

them for he was pleased by the eood news c'lntained inthe letter. 

"lhen he found out that vie bro,-3ht a present• he sent them to 

a house to sleep while we remained on t he ship lllltil the morn

i ng. In the afternonn. t he captain began t o r a ise a hue and . 

cry. and ordered the ship cleared. He sent up all the boiea 

on de,::k. In the midst e>f all this confusion, many articles 

\Yere lost causing a slight damage. small baata approached in 

order to take these articles to the city. In the morning, the 

men,women and children were act ually shrown off the ooat onto 

t he dry land in confu sion £1,lld we entered the city at dawn; 

~e placed our money in the customs hnuset 

In t he meanwhile, t he Agh& commanded Ilia dragmen-;to seek 

c-amela, horses alld donkeys 'for us, which wa3 so done. These 
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Tbe.o w• p&id o~stOlll■• fourteen arNOtb per person aJJl1 bro~ 

t he present to the A.,;h& as well as many del1oao1••• some of 

which were also gi••n t o the draom■n• '.fe were not obUGed to 

o, en our box••• fnr uribe ry blin~• . he eye. ~• t hen ,ook 

th1rty-■ 1x co.mah anc1 h'>r■H to c11rry ou.r )Q.rden and twentr 

eight dooke:,■ to rid• upnn. •,• rod• on t h• dou.k•.Y•• •n, 

woMen aa:l children ae ~•ll , a tM dracm■n and rour ~•n whom 

we had invited to gu. rd u■ on t .ie w93. fe tra'f■ .led well, 

r ,r th• d"f wae a good one. neithe r hot n"r cold , exoe .,t 

the wife of our l.!a■ter, Rebeccah. who greatl7 feared ridi.Dg, 

an~ t h• mother-in-law of Rnphael Rov ie,.Simhah and her daughter 

Esther . who was pregllWlt. and who•• heart 11 ~ , in her mou.th. 

':'he cul• drl•era had to h •l d th•• up •••ry t i=• t hey cried out. 

But the wife of uord.echai Aahkenazt. . 11U hough she to'l was 

prednant, a.nd wa• Tery sick on t he boat, who fr'lm tM moment 

1he le!t it was almost dead from the r nlling of t he ehip. but 

when ■be reached t he dS7 land her spiri t re•iHd. Sh• weut 

j oyCu.117 eaJ iD& t hat sh• h&d no fai r 11t a l l (al though it was 

difficult tor men to ride on the unnk•.Y• b~et.u•• of t heir broad 

backs) for on all t he staees of t he Journey. , hether in t h• 

wagon or in '11• ~oat 1M was in pain, but while ridi ag on t he 

donkey, ah• •~s not i n pain at all . 'l'lme , •• reazbed tuuah 

at the evening, having tra 'fel led upon this r ,-d in peace for 

n ,e hnur■ , excei>t t hat 011• donk• : kicked hie C1Uter in th■ 

l eg, causing hi~ e raat p~in and f orcin8 him to l ie 1.n bed m&n1 

ds,y• after we had r anched Jerusalem• He , how•••r, at~h•oe4 
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himself and insisted ,,n attending the Syna.g,.,gu.e , especially 

011 the Sabbath. 

That night after we had r e ached Bamlah, t he dragoman 

s ought for us a h,.,u.se where 1,e could rest. The house was 

very i nconvenient du.e to a lac~ of sufficient space. ~• 

thought of leaving the next morning , but we wer e unable to 

do so, for they (the NOSlems), were celebrating a festival 

for three days and ~e were W1able t o find uonkeys or camels, 

fo r a gr eat lord had detained all of these beasts of burden. 

3u.t we sent, twici;, camels w&ded with oar t reas ttre to go 

biofr.re u.s. Tnis 11.&S for ou.r benefit, not tn ·Jring all of 

this money with ·.i.s, because of their ,nil looks. Al t hough 

we 1vere distr ~ssed in r eme.ini11g ther£: on the ~ e of Rosh H.odeah 

Adar, as well as the ri r st two d,;.ys of the month, &fter the 

completion r,f five full weeks of traveling, we arose before 

1.awn, and set out as one man on donkeys, except the t wo women, 

Rebecoah and Esther, for whom t he dra.gnrn8ll, on seeiog their 

plight l')hile riding , f ound r,oou.en ch icken cor,p , which wus used 

to carry g r apes. He broke it into two halves and made a bed 

out of it, on \Vhich they cou.ld recline leisllrely. Thus they 

travelled while the other women rode on donkeys . Then t he 

dragoma;1 presented to us un Arab , strnng and mi _;hty, on a horse, 

who wo11ld watch us on tee road. He wo1_1ld &tand in. t he breach 

against any ...rab who would come against us from any aide of the 

road. 'lhua we travelled the whol e day 1d th ao delay f it aey place. 

The sun wa: very wal'm. j,'jevertheless , 11e did not descend from 

Please respect copyright; do not save, print, or share this file. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion



the donkeys and t r avel l ed e.bnut fn r four hours straight on 

t he r oad which led into the hig h mnuntai ns. In trut h , we 

saw me.ny miracles and wondr ous de eds perf r med f or u s the 
(oote) 

whol e day by the Lord who saved us f r om the wQlves , ilbA. 

fol low ed us cohtinuQusly asking aud de siring money and ex

aggerating the 11hole time. '.7han the caravan was i n a group, 

t .,ey wuld be afr a i d , but i f nne shoul d fall behind, then 

would the Geutile stu1.".e.r , or exagger a".e or br andish his 
(noi; e ) 

l!lvord, until he was f orced to give f our or five ?ar ashes. 

Tbes, mul e- dr ivers 111e r e not e uouc;h , whose custnUl it r.as to 

do this , but al so t?le i.rabian watchman, "ho had worked for 

our benef it , twice presseu us and desired money and raised 

an evi l hue and c ry . He wanted to smite Raobi Yehuda Cohen 

who did not hasten t o him bec,u~e he wr..nted money. But God 

saved h.im as well a s a ll of us fr om the ~r ab. 

Towurds d·.isk we saw in the distance t he j oy of our eyes , 

Vne Hol y City. Then maay men~d \rO~en ci.me to us , young 111en , 

ol d men e.ud 11i i e men. ··1e e11ter ec., cryh\!; f c, r joJ into Je ru-
( uote ) 

so.lem near t he t 11e ,1ty-thir d h ..,ur. ,.11 of _s gound and het. l tb:,, 

except t hat 1,., .-ieee .;ired aud. f et i ,!;uec. , especi all ~· t ;1e ,,o::ien 

and children ilh CI harlUy ate or drank, ai..1d t:,e sun had beaten 

dor n on t hem. Ou~ maste r '.:nd his family e.i te~·od t t e houee of 

t he Rabbi ,Tehuda(';oh•n~ Ther e on i'hur sd~ r ni3ht arid t'r iday , 

l note ) ilabian- mu.le-~rivers--::.ann 

(note} A s1.1a_l 1'u.rkish coin--!.<a.nn 
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na."\:,' of the : r eat Re.b'J is o.i1d . e &d s o:' ~ne .,cadeci e s came ~o 

el co1.1e him. Pr _ca::a l l y the '.7h' le da;; , people were comi ng 

and £Oing \~bile he sat nn a oed :,15canse r-. f his lei,; i.1jur;r+ 

: u.t when the Sc.bbath s.rri•1ed h e f ' r ced hi.Jsel f t " get u.p in 

t ,.~t t~e wa rde.is w.id sextons '!lr iuc,; a ,:; i ft of ince,1se and \":i ne, 

a fi t tin,; ;fift ·.1i th v;hich tn be h r,1v.,r eci , ~nd i:ivite him to of) 

ror ... th dr like ·: s e '>U t he sec-nd Se.o~ath, 0.11d nn t he third t he 

ev ery mne mus t dom.te e. •-:ordin.G to his abilit y , Jc t ;1e :;a b ... ath, 
(n,.,te) 

a :ter t ?'le Sy11a._:o;ue , r!lf.ny .;r "UfH, r;'!' :ie ple c~ e t r,v: elcnme him 

anllt h r: r & 2il :er .?la~e "Ul: llf ;;,. v a riet.,· of oelic cies or f r uit s , 

In <:: r 1.:.t h , it we.s E> brea t j'Jy t n ·.1:;.tc:1 3'.lW all of them •qelco::ied 

ru1d received c Ss..£8 , :Su.t IJ'.lT j'>, •.HS c ,.,t com.: l ete !'r,r nt1 :.:ood6;.· 

\~hen ·,70:.1en •·:ere !'ou.ud ':: '> 1>r e _> r e her r '>r ·:i .:.:::-iel, the. · te ... :ified 

(note) 'foe ·riter ·uei 1 · M I t o.~i.:-.n used ! t ali-, •·1c.tc~1 ,.-.. :1ich rec'll!n,1ed 
fr ~: e;•e:1i n_· : " ?Ve:ii::15 , t · .: r e f r r e t he 25:·d h 'lttr •,,01.tlci be 5 Jtc l ock. 
ill t .e e·1e.1in.: 

( n" te l t :1e~· e 1: icell:l;; kne·., t !1-:..t he r. a ~ ver;,· ·.-eal tbz 
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, :ter Pu.r im, s·,e b: c:;:ne 11 l r.:,r' d ie1 i:., t :1r ee de., s . '!.'hen it ·:::..s 

"o nne 1~r.nt ed tn ent e r ~!ordec:.o.i ' s :,r,as;:,. "nr e r;vnr ever : n.ie tried 

;e C O"il d not visi t h im f o r 

s , .. nlc .itilit. ns t!ll'- ·.~e ,11n.i.rr1ec. his deo.t ... : s peciall :, , 0111· ::o.ster , 

.his de ... t!. t. e pla,.:..1e cec,.sed . ::0.:1 it o ... "':,.;; ;;il · t'l s _vc 1.s f rnan 

i t be so. 

!'1..lfil t:.e "'cript Lre e.s it i s .: r :.tte . . "~·nr f r nm '.lln .. 
(nnte) 

:nrt!l s..nd t: e .v'lr u n: ~ou frr-1~ .reri1se.le::1 ,..me n 

ill i...1 .. c ::.vc b:.rt: t o ~ s,.m n n w:c.s cir c\A cised -:he -:.::.; · J.for e e~ss o,er. 
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l'he preced.in_; nicht •• stud ied w1til mor nil\.: •:·hen ,1e pr .;.yed 

:n t ·1e stud.y r r;ni:i. .,,mmediately, t '.,e ~ir cw:1cision bee;e.1.. ;l e 
( n1,te l 

,,10:tel ~ie.s t he uapy ' s 6 r~n<l.f ·•.t hel', o t r : :a.st .. r k.-or aii&!I , t he Sa.,1-:ak 

ovar .Cve fnr the sch" l ·.rs , ·.mo stltdied t'.:1at .. nn l e nic;l1::. . .,ev t r

t iteless t here was much r e jnicing. 

:..uri1]f; ~he i n ter1r,ecl irr y d.-:., ·s nf ? a i;s r,ver , o~ r : :aster .... o r ~1wn, 

t :!e -; i u t , to e:(e.mine ~1d c .1n s e sc:,nl ,s s t o 11.t te,16. t~u; l ectures 

cn11c .. rni11;:: the livi11t God- !'n r t:.ere were u1t.uy · ·hr, c.i.e !1i red t 1
:, do 

-;;his . :t ,1a.s decided to c ho"se tl.eir, b;; l nt. ;an wer e ci:osen to 

sit in t he s:. 1d.,· :v· ~se a , ,ci t o p r a:· d lri ::Jt: tl:e :1e k , ever ;,· l!:lor11iJ1g , 
(11(' t 6) 

jll st -is t he :,i 0us ones do . f he!' mu.si; s •1n•1.t a:1u "18 p durini'.,; t:,eir 

ure i 11c r e-a!:' in~ . l'erhaps ,od ·:1ill l ook down f> •• Jd see a nd i t hold 

tl1e ph .gue ·rrnt.l hi:: :-e rpl e Israel , fr ';l.!J the ·-:ril ;,• :.a:.ld , and. f r ot1 

t he manj· 
1
) iC'lv.S 0:1es , whn l1&V6 died i11t:.is ·,,r,rld . I twllE!dit-tely 

a fter _,ra~rer . in hol L1ess £;.. d 11uri tj·, i 11 Tulitil u .. d :i:z_;,illi.Jn . 

wr i t iucs r.f I s aac Lur ia ( .Ji ) u..1til t .. ., fl_.ecl t i:::ie. .1.fi:er t:.e r:ieal. 

the., s t adied r.e!!lnr :;. , ?oski1n, and Reshi t . , :-:••1d~.! until t he ev&-

::l')u.e si1 I~:~r 5463 ( l '/0~ j . }.:ay i t be !:is 7i ll t :iat they be ,Jrivilec;ed 

t " 1 ea r n a.id to teach to r eserve and to do i n this chf)sen laud f) f ou r s 
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May H8 Bedee• ua &Dd save u from ••11 pt.guee aad death 

and May He Mnd \l8 our true JlHeiah and build the BouH 

of our Holineea and beaut7 .AMA,~ it be 90. 

These are the 118MB of the ten men choeeu for the Yeehiva. 

Rabbi Bayim Ba111an - An lgypUan Rabbi. 

Rabbi Ieaiah-•Soo-in-law of Babbi J'ehuta the Saint 

Babbi Neta -- Babbi an4 Dayan of Bageuau, Alaac• 

Babbi Z&nvid of Kaliss, Galicia 

Babbi teeb - of upomo, PolaQll 

Babbi JoHph of Bial., Pol,and 

Rabbi tl:>11•• of Saaiecs, Groduo 

Bab bi Solomon of tuko•, POlan4 

Babbi Uordecbai de Lattea de Jl,Odena. 

on previoue page. 

6f. 

(note ) called Ui -Abraham Bosh Yeahibah-beoauae he bad f ounded one 
in l1naal-. 

(wote) 'l'h• VaUkin read the at break of d .;.wn p- 9b. 
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