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Report on the Rabbinic Dissertation Submitted by Michal Bourne 
in Partial Fulfillment o f the Requirements for Ordination 

AN INVENTORY OP THE RABBINIC VIEW OF til:RACLES VIS A VIS THE NATURAL ORDER: 
MISFIT OR MODEL? 

An Inventory of the Rabbi nic View o f Mirac l es v~s a vis the 
Natural Order : Misfit or Model? is a delightfully written inquiry 
into an aspect of rabbinic t h inking. The idea of miracle has as i ts 
paradoxical corr elative the idea of natural order; without some sense 
of that order, there i~ no sense in viewing any particular event Al! 

a mirac l e. This paradox leads to others: if all is miracul ous, nothing 
is ; if all is na t ural , then nothing i s a mi rac le; to be ' r ecogn ized ' 
as a miracle, an event must be ' extraordinary'; this requires a multi
plicity of 'or dinary ' events as a backdrop. Miss Bourne describes the 
r abbinic wrestl ing wi th these paradoxes . Faced a s they were wi th the 
task of the interpretation of Scripture, a text r eplet e with the 
presentation of past Divine signs and wonders, yet living in a city 
society whose essential presupposition was a ce rtain l e vel of stability 
i n nature and i n lvJmZ.'1 eve:1ts , t he r .ibl:..'..s L:il c.~-;r.•i ~h'! id(>a o f mi r ac l e 
t.o fu l fill a Divine ,pur pcse .:ig,;inst t.b<e ide:a of ar. :-J1:rt.?<l world cr cc t:etl 
by an all wise and all benevo l e nt God . Miss Bourne pr esents the 
variegated views of the rabbis and t.he differing conten~ions ~f modern 
scholars as to the balance point of the rabbinic discuss ions . 

Miss Bourne has read carefully, t hought c ritically, and written 
most gracefully. It is with pride in her accomplishment that I recom
mend the acceptance of her rabbinic thesis t o the Faculty of the Col lege
Institute. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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'!'be tlible has its 1<ashi; the Codes t heir !<if 

and Sbach. But, it is only in the commentaries tsocial) 

of contemporary g Jossator, Erma t)O:U beck , tha t one 

fi11d s a 11 t •suvah-and-sh · e1a 11 on t he extinction of 

tliu \. 111os i enda ngered of µrofes .; iona l species: the 

corset ier! 

Io a certain me:nuscr1pt codexed "Lament tor 

.c.dith Lances," Ms . Boml.>eck identifies the culµrit 

wbich nas SDli tc11ed fro111 tne fin gers of the corde tier 

!ler 5 _.s s~ts and tier stays , <ind driven ue1· "out of 

t oe business" : not unions, no t automation but , the 
1 

ou~-size-fits-~ li-rose-µetaled g irdle. 

The 011e-size- f.its - all-rose-1u~La led gir t.He; on a 

~omhn of 110 ~ouods, the ros~s on sliid gird le are in 

'\.ight little buds; on a w<>man "'e.ighing in at 160, Lhe 

roses are in J'ull b loom; and a t 220 , tile petals wilt 

and rall off . 

Er111a ttombeck 's girdl e , ano U\e '' pliAb t oJ the 

l ay tex," have vas t praKmu tic applicu tions for still 

another body; ihal cor;.ius o f r .1ho1nic li t er~a tu r e \\ lll1.:h 

ddal~ •i Lh Miracles, vis a vi s Lne N~t~ra t Ur der. 

utht:r carrl.ers • • • the ltreek-phi losoplnc, lhe 

~hr1 J tian ••• sc:l d ocn al lo~ for anomalies , cuol.radict1ons, 

d .l ~1.:rt: 1>dilcies or im!Je rt ect.ions. ~ ihese <.:drr1ero ten d 

\.o tolerate onl.) that wlli cn fits perfe~tly into t.ne 

Nat ural Ur<le r. They Lend to "cut" on ly !or t.he sample 

s ize ·• 34 ·•, UJJUll whom roses ca n 01tly l>e in t.he perfect 

S t bL e of perpe~ua l full bloow. 

uut, the HabbiJli c l-arr1er shows a "line '' eve n f or 

lohe "Slig. ll tly irr egu l <:J r" : the peci loe, the ha Lt-s ized, 

the "tall-~al," and '1'1Jtie l'i t l d 's f ovori te : the Junior 

1>lenty . l h e ,at>binic ~ysteHt ·· carri e s " , no i just for .. tie 
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perfect • • • Lha~ which !.its µerfecLly lnto the Natural 

u rder ••• but , also \.na " wlii~h proves to be a difficult 

fit: what a !•;Je a rs to lie outside "he 1~atura1 urder; and 

this, according, t o .;orne elern en Ls in t<abbinic .:>ocial.y., 

wi ll of ten in\!lulle C.lle M:tracle. 

Tbe t<al>l>inic System "carries '' int: cornractiole

eX1JC111dit>1e- oue-size-fi ts-a Ll quu li ty .i.uLo 1.tle d .uaeu::..ion 

oJ Midrash. rhe varioas treatments of the Miracle in a 

~ide vttriety of Midrashira, express Lhe Rabois \.ensile 

a1J pruac11 to a prob le•11 wni<.:h muy have cou:str1cted oLher 

s ys te111 s , ou t "hi ell 11; ives \.ile Habllini<.: 8ystem its \lyna111ism 

aut.I s\.rt! n 8. th. That p roblem·/ To fit all Miracles inLo a 

l'!at ural u rder. 

it is al so this e l a s t i c aµ proach, taken by the 

t<abbis whi. c n wilt a lt o" t.nem 1:.<l i nclude the entire socio

~o liLical-intellectuttl spectrum of their city- world 

\Hth1n their sys tem. And this abili\.y to reckon "ith 

and embrace the gamut oJ their s ociety, ~ill forL1fy 

I.he ttabois' 0 1'' n i>O\\er and authori~y ~itnin Their worl d . 

J usL as the one-s1ze-tits-al1-rose-ve t a l ed g irdle 

phas~s out our need for the corset1er, tne yield ing , 

malleable qua l i Ly of Llleir System mak e!& oo;;oiet. e t.he 

~abbis' need to fit each a od every Miracle into tne 

~at~ral Ord~r. inde ed, one element , pPrhaps e ven the 

tona l element of ~aboinic Society will uelieve in, and 

"'i 11 Sl:!ek C.O np ubli..:ize" Miracles WlliCtl OCo.!lLr wi L1Ji11 

Lile Natural urd ~r. !1ut, we s tulll also e ncounter Other 

U 1ct1ons p loc.ted on Lhi s spectrum: from those t{abuis 

\\ ho rnake l i 1:1.h t o! m irucl ~s because they are beyond a 

atura l Order tn thnst? \i ho g.i v e wei ght t.o titiracles , 

regardless of a r 1:: l stivu .. ,y to u J\atura l Order. f"rom 
11 put-t.Jown " Lo "hyµe' ... Lo t.he perce11 Lion o f th~ entire 
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Natur6l Order as mer~ ly a mosa ic of MirAc'es •.• 

Lhc Midrash1c genre on Mira cles is frau, nt with eve ry 

"size " , eve ry "shl:l pe"; and , each o ne a c u s tomer in a 

o nE!- s ize-fits-a ll scheme. 

Generar. 1o n s of s c hola rs ho v e ~ra pµ led, neverLheless, 

".il. h the s elf-int1 ucetl dilemma of t.ry in.r lo fit ~abtJ inic 

Thou~ht into no n-J~abbini c S) •Ste ms. or, perhaps 1..heir 

q ua nd ry h e c o r.ies e v e n clearer \\hen uroa c hed fro m the 

f . . f 3 pe r spective rum \\ hi.ch i l •n<'s t n ten c omes: the 

l 11v c r s e µer spe ct ive. Sol omon ~chec ter, f o r one , s e ems 

Lo Fl ~k in hi s 1\0 rks : whethe r it i.,; P'Jssi bl e 1..0 be 

S)S te111&tic i11 " non-Greek "ay; and, if 1~ubui11ic Thuu6 ht. 

l a\: kS l.inE!ar, l ot?, iCHI, nie1·a 1 ·~hd l sys t e1.1, \\ hJt 1..twu ~ 

it.l!:I iu1..e~ra ti n~ p rinc i µ le 't ~ u\.!lt ques t.i o ns, 1.mµlici\. in 

Sch e ct. e r's stuO .it!S, no Jo ~bt are ap.., ru.,u ::. 1.. u ou r " p r oo lcw 

c 11ild, 11 t.he Mira cle, sinc e ::>cncct.er even c it~s a 

p r~- I ~»~ endenvo r by a tnudent to defi ne ·.1.ira cles u nd 

d r e w up a comp l e te lisL o f Talmudic-l1.iurdii llic wo n der

\\ Ork iu~s of the t<abbis . 4 

t>ne o f the mos t eloquent. a t.t.e1nµ t s l. o res µ on<.l l o 

tll est:: 4ues 1..i o ns c omes from Max Kadushin. Ra tiler than 

be hemmed in IJy o lher sy stt:ms ttnd defi11i tio ns co11l.i11;rn nt 

upo n them, Kadu~11in c o n s lru ..: l.S ne'' "ays l n whic h t o 

d i ' \: US S l.he t<abbin1c Thou !-!, ht System ; a way of l.hi11kin~ 

rwse c1 on 11 val11e-co nce1as" anu rep l c l e \\ithout. defiuit.i o n s . 3 

~adush1n stat.es lhat no Habbinic value-concep t 

... a11 uc f o r mall y ricfi11ed , IJut that. tt1cre i s one va lue

~fl ll \: e p t, til e c o ncep t. ot "nes", whi ~h µos ::. l:! sse s a 

c ll i'.l r a cteri s t1 c 1,1 ,i ~h i s d l:!s ~ r1µt1ve in t. e r lits oi anou1cl' 

"abs tra ct con~~fJ L" : llwL o f '' si~re llcrc.sh.lt. 116 

Still, Kadus ll i 11 dCkrlull\l ed i! ~S tllat. "nes ," reg a rde d 

a~ J .:l1 :.t11y:e i n "s i d re IJe r c s l• l t " i s •m 1 ~· one a s p ec\. of 

u1~ ~111H.: e µ t f'l l " n l:!s . " There a r e , f o r ~xtsrnµ le, "eve r y duy 



niss1 m" which inv o lve no chan~e i.n "s iare oer eshit. 117 

l'he "Catch-22" i s , or course, that "nes" i s :"; till 

oeing. d~fined in terms o f "s.idre Ot:r eslli t. " ln fact, 

so cenLral i s "sidre bereshit" to Kadushin's Lheories, 

t na L ne ose& l.L t o L&ke exce? tion Lo a LenLrul thesis 

')1 Al.:xanoer liUtlruarin's o ra Ml.r<icles. 

Wbereas Gutt..1rutnn concluaes that durinfo) the 

Habbinic r eriod \.he r e •as a "dect1ne " in tne Miracle, 

as regarcis its influence in l aw and v racL.tce, a dec 1i.oe 

para Llel t o the Q.row'-•• o i <.:11ristia n.t Ly; h.aduSll.ln refers 

us back &. o "sidre be resh1 t ." f\ot t.he imma nent danger 

of a nascent Cbristi.anity res tricts tne concep t of 

"nes," stat e s Kadushio, out th~ "unique constitution 

ol the abstract pbase or Lhe concev t , coruing i.n conflic t 

"'i t h the q1aas i.-scie!.l tif ic conceµt o f ' s 1ore ne r~sni L. ' ,,t$ 

Other scno lars have co~mented on the relationsn1µ 

be twee n " nes" a n d "&iore beresnit. " ~µnraim u rbach, 

us.t11g .:>llaboat 53b as his examp le, mukes a c1trono l-0~ical 

a is c.in.: ti on . According ~o Urbach, 1 n the ran ntsi \.i..: 

rc1·.1. ou, c11a n~es in Lbe order of the uni v e rse a re n o l 

\.CH~ equivalen t o f "oissi11;" out r ather , that ex;ires~ 

OJ..11 ~re 11 ..:::es in rctatio:i c. o a cu,,nge i. n 'I.he , .. at.urul 

llrder a r e not reco!!.nized un ti L t 11e .amor&ic 1 e r1 od . 

Wlule n.aufwao h.Ohl e r wriLes Lnat "only Cl p r.tU1i1.1ve 

u ge l!oul d thi nk of God dS alt.ering Lile oroe r o f l\ature 

\\lli cll lie l\as fixed, .lt. is the ~atitolic r.:ncyc l opedia 

~hi ch ~an be brou~ht t o r einfo rce our &r&u meot. U l dt 

1. i.1c ltabbinic ::>ys tem is i \.S "01u1 Sy s Lem:" 

t he 1~rae l.i. le 1 having no idea of o fixed unchau ...,e
ttlJ le Nu t urft l 1...aw ~overn inp; Lile ,J hy sicn l uni ve r s e 
"asn' t interes t. ed in the in timate oet.ure of a 
Atirac l e • •• 1.,..llrist. i <m t neo l ogy (bo"ev e r J a tLe·!l_> t s 
t. o di scove r tl1e na ture o f a Mi r acl e oerincd as a n 
.:ve nt. tncons i s t e nt \dtti ll~e ..: on~ \.Lt.u tion of 
·.a ~ ·Jre,~ tll.n i s , \\iU1 the e s:.abl.tsbed cou rse of' 
t.n1n,.;s . 
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No matter how remote , ho~ 3loof from other 

carrJ.ers ine !taboini.c :::ys \.~m UJ i g,ht s~ein to us in 

retrospect, t hose 01.her sys lems have a J ways ot!en 

in the historica l-ti.eogra.,hic "neighuorl'toot.l." To 

i~nore these coJ. n<.: idences, to imp ly \. 1l<H ~uy sys tem 

rerr.ai ns pur~ , \\Oulu oe negli~ent. 'l'hos, it becomeao 

necessary in the process of examining ihe kabbiuic 

vi e~s of Miracle and the ~atura l urder t o touch 

u~on other worlds wiih "hich the Rabbinic ~orld 

comes iu con t act . 

Some 2~ m1l leniums bdfore it is even tta gleam 

in Matt Dillon's eye," Law and Order is a "hotbed" 

of con~roversy on yet another frontier: that of 

uraeco-n:oman specul ation. Bui., rather tban being 

of "six-guns a od rifles ! " it is of Nature ••• of 

~a lure•s law, of Nature's order ihat this 

investigati.ou is a classica l ii:>sue. 

Envision for a moment Lhe A~roµolis and lhe 

Agora of Antiquity. Anima te tnis vision witb 

ous.ioessmeo, entreprene'1TS - daily cru Sb.lOt; pa ths 

wi~n statesmen, philosophers, Lhinkers - and al l 

fee ding into an e volviug oe~ world of "City." 

Imagine the flow of challenges , pl"ol> l euJS, 

aiscoveries - all s t.r~aming tbrou~h thi s 

burKeonin~ cosmos: chal l enges, Deckoning resµunses; 

problems , su~~nnin~ ~olulion; and discoveries, 

demand in~ to be, not only dbsoroed, but ordered 

within thi ::; un iverse of \.he ancients . 

ordl!r also t>eco111es tile criterion by \\ hicb 

.1u:.1ny Lire"'!~ t11eo reti c.L.aos in t11 e 5 t r1 century d .~ . £ . 

will diStlllJl-U.lSh t..nernselves from t..hose 1·.ho dwell 

5 
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, 

i n t..ne " barbaric wo rld . "lO Tbe:.e W'eeks will 

c ategori ze primitive man's existe nce as d isorderly; 

aud Law "J.11 he come the rneans hy winch o r de r coul d 
. f I ll oe se t in o r i1em . 

~ the foll o•ing ~eotury, the term Law 
seems t o De discussed as it contrasts with the 

ter11t ... ature • .tnde e <l, i n ''HS use or the t erm ,.ature 

in r~ f \':renc:e Ln ltuman bel1:tv.l 11 r, rlato ~amo n(l; others) 

vi e\•S Naiure aa the ent1the s1s o f' Law. foor ... La to, 

!\u ture becomes t. h e "Hea l t.t·.y 11
, " norma l 11 s t. a \. e 

an exp~cted pr ogr e ssi o n i 1 a pattern wn i ch a 

century earl i e r atterupl.s t o couv l i: La"' wi t h barbarism. 

Wt\a t will bec o me a n almos t. ind iscrimi nate us e 

of the term Nature i n successl.ve cen iuries of 

c.iraeco-~oman ihoughi, ~ill of t. e n l e~d asiray t ne 

1 1h i l osophers ' at t. eo tion : \.hey ~i 11 t.~oa Lo focus 

the ir a r g uments o n t he va ri ous meaniul!.s or l\a t.ure 

l O the neg l ect of foc u s ing in on ~a ture itse lf. 

~ven within Lhe so-ca l l~d "schoolsff o n e 

fi nds v a r y ing definition s for Nature ; s o su,~es ts 

u lJerusal of the :; toics . du t., desµiie tt suµe rf Juil)' 

of de fii1it. inns amon g; th e :)t o ics, there seems to 

i::vo lv t:: from them the peculia r (to the m) no t.i on lha t: 

no i tii111?. t akes plnce exc ep \. ciCco rdi o r;: to Nature . 

Tne -, toics de v o:! l op a c oncept •hiclt S Lates Ln;.i t 

so .. u1 into Natu r e a r e "seinina l es rat.io nes ." This 

conce~ t is harbin~er t o findings in Judaeo-~hristi lin 
L:l 

1.hou~ut () 11 Na iure a nd ~ti rttc l es. 

The S \. o i c 1.,, l e e:rnthes inspires l.lie cunt e111pnrdry 

rounder of .s tilt ano the r " s choo l," C:;.i i c urus , \.o 

f or 111 ul n t e t ile e Llii c Lha t., uoove Hl l, Mao i~ to Live 

"Ln \!Ot1f orn1 i ly " iLh Na Lur~. 11 1 3 dut, .;orn~ 4 c entur i e s 

I a l t:: r the con c e rn \o\' l th Na tu r e sh if l.S frn"' "~1an and 
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Ntlture" t.o .. God and Nature" • •• hence Ga len's UlJSe~ 

~ith what. he calls "Moses' O?inioo'': that God i s not 

bound by the orderly processes of Nature. 

Uoes this mean Galen never "talks Talmud" l\'ith 

t.he authors o f Avodah l arah 54b U!ere we find t.hat 

even God i s bound t o the orderiy ~rocesses of Nature) ? 

C:µ hraim Urbach sug.ges t s that Ga l en' s contact seems 

Lo oe with those t anna i m whose ~rimdry a1~ieLy is 

over anything which resl.r1c t s God' s importance. 14 

~len's unaerstanding ot the tannaitic Moses 

.is that: for Moses it sufficed Lo soy that l,od wills 

(by ttn irratiom1l "ill) l.he oroeri 1 1~ of mai. t er . since 

f or this ~od of Moses, everythi.ng i s lJO.:Ssible. ualen 

r efute s this understan d i.ng of said tannqitic view 

by ma intaining t hat. mer~ ly by thei r nai~re, ~~rtain 

t. niu c?,s are imposs ible aud even t.od doesn't ou l her 

1\i t 11 these by attempt ing t o do them; r ? ther, God 

cnooses Lhe oest of crea tive µo.£:siui lities. And, 

it. is f o r us t..o ask -.hether t here i s no t. another 

c l emen t (even if it oe a"friuge" o neJ among the 

t.<Jrl!laim who adhere t o Ga l e n 's ar1?;ument 1.h.1t " sr.me 

t u init,S even t.od dOl::lSll't bot. ;1er Lo set in;" Uu:1 t 

., lhe iruvu s sibl e " is not. the equivalent. of ci Mirach~ 

• •• since t.races o f bis vi~~ ~iJl be deiecttd in 

some Mid rd shim \\ i th v.r1.i c11 w~ s11a ll Cl eat. 

l.ike some 118di:;., r "ayce oJ l\abb inic Thought, 11 

Ga t en sees t ne regula rity of n:n ura l !) r ocesses as 

Lile r e 1:d µroof of divine p r ov idence, an<J uot. t.he 

1uons t.rosi t i es "hich snmet.imes oc.:cur . 1 5 To those "ho 

t.auut. ua l en \\it.ii the prohlem of these "mol'\s trosit.ies" 

111 a world of regui :i r nu l. u1·a1 procesb , uc answers: 

(as wel I the l{a boi.s \\llo ,.. c fl l!c t i.litu , or W110 11~ 

r..::1 l e~ ts mi ll. ht. > "if an artisl rn,1kes an error i t 

do.!s not. jJ r o ve L11a t t h ere t ,,,; no n rt.'' 
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But, it i s no L ~alen, Ju t ra t ner h1lo who 

woulo ap? e a r to slrd ddle the ~ lassie a od pos i

!:31olh:a l •orlos. lo t'bilo Galen's ;> r ecurso r "u~u 

Il e sugge:5ts tn .. H tile orde r of tLle uni verse is 

60 verned by .11na1uiaole l ctv.s ? Ur, is ne tne '' 1.11. u-u.,'' 

o f those La n na i :;i f o r exµres~1n~ the n .J t1011 Llid t 

tne Liod ot t ile u l d ' itl:il!:iua~nt uu s rt:si:rvcd tr..:~dom 

f c1r tu.mself ana can miraculous l y 1.nterv c:t1e in lue 

c o urse of Nature? 16 

Some insig ht. into , ·h1lo 's p o s il i.0 11 1uuy l>~ 

-:_a ined by scrut.in.Lz111g his t.r tw \.m1:nt of l\dture 

\dth regard to the u ibl1cu l l.ti.racl(! o f ihe manna: 

tn ve !.!..!..! ~1osis 11 ::!67. 1 hi.lo \tru.~s t tw l liod 

c 11an.!!es the elements t o meet t.he prei; sin ~ n eeds 

o t the occasio n: 

so t. nat instead. of the ~n rth, th~ uir 
oor·e food . 

A1.d ye I., because lie i s cnm i n:.: from <l unique 

1ailieu ••• ~f;yp t., \\Iler~ it ts "normal" \.O hrive 

1\8 1.er (;ome from the eeirih llllc i\ile) unu not Lile 

" ir •• • t ile traditiont• l iul.ef')•rettit.to n of t he 

ma ru1tt au.rile le, \ i t1at the food came down ~n.t 1..he 

<l I t. 1. d l 7 
l!I\ ' "·at er we n uµ J oecomes cou use • 111~ cn11u11on 

onJer of r-.ature in c.gy11t ts not rain. And. bccuuse 

i 11110 i s aw~re o f l.b~ r.ifterences 01 t.he c li.1m.1t.e 

oJ .r..gy\11. ano other coun 1..r1 es , lie even oc~as1 orwl Ly 

re 111 t.erµ r <! ts hHggadi c fra~mcn ts &bou L wa lt:r rro1R 

11ea ven and earth, cJai 111 iug, " "Ht. e r from earth" 
L!j 

r iders sp~C.l t l cat l y l..o t.:.:;;y µ l.. 

ljUt, Phi lo's roo ts i.n dn oroer ed, cit.y wnrlt..I 

a r e not merelv as d t: e i• as tH s ala lit.y t. o re.L n t. e r >r e t 



ine suanna ~11.rac le accordin~. to l!.~-~y 1 1 \.' s unique c lisua L1c 

cont.ti ll.011s. J 11ey g o oeyond . • • l. o t.t1e J e ,.i tlls r~<iclle d 

in Ue 1...ong,ressu ~uareodae t;rudi 1.. Lo1us u rat.la 17;:). 

nere lie wr1 tes about. uod .:>endin~ t.nis wanua , food 

w11ic b cost.s ne .u.her t.o i.l nor vt:1.1n, dnu ,-u.ilo couclua.?s 

ttlus: 

so one sbould not. spettk of llOd as th~ a uthor 
of fam ine and a fflict.ion, ou t. rather, \.he 
aulh .>r of thrivi.ng, iJrosµeri ty ~nd secure 
aud ordered living. 

A~ai11, this predisµositi on for ao ordered wo rld comes 

t.hrouKh in r bi lo ' s ~ y raemii. s et. l"'Oenis 6~ , w11ere, 

in de.scribintz: t he Biblical patriarchs he writ.es 

from this househo l d, increased in the course 
of l.ime to a g reat multitude, were r oundeu 
flourishing a nd order Ly ci t.ies~ sci100 J s of 
w1sdou, justice and re\ i g ion.1 

uut, le~ us for a moment. bac~-sLeµ to that other 

~orld \\h.&.~11 t"'hi lo straddles, l. o evaluate t. he u ibl1cu1 

dlllecedera t.s t o r a t<abb.iuic coucept uf Natunal vrder 

und Atlrlic le. 



'l'Al<I Nt.;" t.H 1:3!..I...: • ..\ L" S 'f'<; "'K 

If we go 0 on to.; a ti.on " with t. he 01ul1L a l .... arrier, 

"'e must. Journey from tue "city stre ets" of the urr e e i.cs , 

o ut i.nto "tbe countr y." Here >\e d.>.scov e r r.aor e tha n 

jus t ~ dinng e in scener y; r o r whil e we nave seen now 

th<..it ''the uree!~s have a word tor 1t" .• • t :H! ihblica l 

" o rl d i s a ph t1s ic "·h en i t \.!omes t.o t.he wnrJs "Nature" 

and "Order." How t hen do they mana~~ Lo ex~ress the 

co ncern s '! 

Theodor e l.a s t e r is one of sev e r a l s cho J 11rs \\ ho 

ex~la ins, that , "h1le t he A1bJ e has no on e t e r m for 
11 1\(jtur~," il. mana,,._es t o couvey t be <.;Oncepl · 'Y me1u1s 

o l roerism: it uses t he ext. re111es ••• in ll1i s case , 

i1eav e n csnu earth ~ 71ll . 1: t, ~ ••• t o exµress ~he oean , 

Mnure . lt t h t! n 1·a 1 Ls on us iu t.hi s inves tigat i on LO 

ce t.erm ine \\ he t.her bibli~a l "seque ls , " also e x1,ress 

;;onceµts meri s1ui ca l ly; for e x a111p Le, " "uo::.e t.ru.ui;s 

out!:> td e l.lle Nal ura l Order" (Miracl eJ - tJy-olle o -

"a l I 

t. h~ 

Lh.ln;.ts wi tlun Lil e i,ut.ura l vrder " to ex,;r ess 
20 

tritA1 conct!µ t "Nature ." 

lhere o r e othe r s who p r df c r t o dete ct. ~races 

uf a s y s t ema tic, 1.!Veu urt!ek conce;n , of "Nature 11
, 

"Mira cle ", a nd "Or der'' "ithin the Uiblica l text. 

l\u b e rt. Gra nt t\Tl.t.e s Lha t. there is an e vo lutionar y 

dev e lopme nt o f toe concep t of uraer "iilli11 the t l ld 

resLa111ent, localized sµ ec iri. ... a lty in 11 is1lom 1 ... 1tartt ture . 

urant d1recc.s us t o \. he oook of Job f e r Llle"o l cte s t 

a tfJ.rn•uLion or Gott us t he orderer 01 chaos. 11 ~1 uran t 

:o u g;,;dst.s l.11<H this ~ f f ir111<J t1011 is ana l gous t o t..reek 

1.nou:,t1 t of th e 5tn a!1u 6i1i ~t?11t.ur1t!s ti . ... . !~ . 

Uo ill ~.rant a11u J osep n Ke .l lJd r f LX up on 1'he 

.1 isaow of ~olv111011 Us: l b <.is " Lil t: firs t a u ,e1up l. t o 

l U 



11 

exp l Hin ~iracl es, phil osopnicu lly, i n LU~ Old Jesta~ent : 

For Lhe elements being c nHngea in orde r aillong t nems elves, 
AS in a µsal tery 1.he noies V l:ir y t.. ne character 0 1 tUe tune, 
Ye t al"ays adhe ri ng t o the sound 
ll'hi1..h one may SC..! lJrately divine rro!ll tile si~ht of ttnng,s 

t lia t lutve :lat> . e ne<J 
~or l and c r Laturc s were turned in~o "ater crea\.ures . 22 

lteider cet l ts t he orderl y cr,:a\.iou expr~ssed in 

l'he ti isdom of Sol omon "kti s i s. " t.Ur!:! cles. Hei de r ex p La 1.11s, 

dn not d isturb ktisis becau se , as God a rJ'at1ge d the 

e ! cmen Ls to r emain i11 the s ame contrast to eHch other, 

th~rc is only a n "enharmonic transfo r rnil tton" of elemeo1.s 

during til t! occureoce of a tttir&cle. 

~everal schclars mention ~obc l e t as a source of 

ex 11r ession of world ord~r iu nisllO lll Li&.tH'ature . ln 

that they ~re ia~kin6 ab0u1. a n expressinn, ratner tnan 

a Le r m, there is notn1ng " b1ch r eally contradicts 

uas ter 's p r ocla11aLio n tha t t.he term fur ini s order 

i s rul riSin~ fro m biblica l thought . 

Bar~on telJ s us that. \,/o helet 3: 14 imp lie s 1.ha t 

:nan is c a u gh l up in en int!scapable worl d or der. 

2 i('_/,• 

Thomas 1yle r u iscerns within ~ohele t •s third 

~ h al? f.er's famous fir s t ~ lines, and line 17, the very 

µr iuciple of "live i.n accordance with '"a tu re" t-hat 

ls identifi~ d w1th the ~reek ~tclcs. dut , tlarton 

douuts tne "auu1e11ti.ci \.y 11 of 3 :17, ~lai.mi.nc; "bat 

it i s ou ly a n inter&>o l cs Lion o t t.l1l! "llas id c;lo ::;saior." ~;:; 

Tne fact tha l u l 1 thi=o a su~t~esti ons of a Natural 

\.lrder arc es tabli.:::htH1 in wisdom Ll.\.erature commands 

our at.leul.ion; IJSrti cutarly a s r egards t lle social 

uack~rouud o f l'l isdo m Lite rature. 



t<obert (; o r d i.s rt!po rt:; t ha t .1 i sdn,.,, l . i tcra t ure is 

fundamenta lly a n upper-cltJss product by Lhose "ho 

lived p rincipal l y in Lh c capi. tul city , J e rus alem. 2 4 

Go r dis µ r ocedcs t o repeu t the ,,el I-known cl iche thd t 

u,,pcr c l asses Hr e con::>ervut.1ve, sutisfl. ed ~ith the 

s tatus quo, anrJ oµt1osed to chau~e . To t.his, llO~ever 

11 e a da i= his o wn ins i gh t Lhu t not o n l v is t. lns 

c!"nservu t i s m basi c t o t he uppe r-c l ttsses , out to the 

"unc.:onvent i o n a l '' wi sdom t. l!ucllers who mif!,ht. huv e had 

l owc r -chts::; ori g ins; suc h i s kno\\ n as p l ay inµ. by the 

ru I ~s o f the one ~ho has the UlJ LI. 

for the ~urposl!s u t o ur invcs ti l!,a ti on , Gordis• 

assessment of the soc.: i til 111.ili e u of ~i sdom Literut.urt:! 

p r ov l!s eoli y,htenin~, t or it corrooorat.es our 11 nunc.:h11 

th CJl etb 
11 cit.y" "11 J ne<.:essiL<! Lt! and 1.ur1ve o n u rder 

• • • e v en wit.hill the writ1ng,s 1>f the Habbis' 11 c o un1.ry 

unc.:lc" (a 1tenertltion ol<h~r thet n Cflusin) t.here is a 

sense of Na t.ure tmd 11rder. 

At times thi s sen se may ue i no i s tinc L, but. tt 

s i.a nds as an i.sthmus h e t" eeu a tnc! r isni1c i::hblical 

~a ture and a defined Greek one . ll f ore t e l ls of a 

Habbinic.: l\orld "hich will inc l ude 111a ny i s lAnds o f 

Lhn u f?. l l t ; not t he l ea::> l o f "hicn i s one inhabi tcd 

uy those "ho l><! l Levc tn cmi1 has iz1 11g Lh~ natura l 

llrdcr, c ve11 i11 deal i ni.:, ~i th Ml. ra c les . 

Thes e i sl11nd.:; nf LIH'llll!,h t arc no t c ut-ol f ; tlicy 

~rc ru 1.11~r sp.111 n1?d by llh! s t r e tchab le t<ahhi nic 

> s t ~m. And no~, lwv .Lil@. ~xam1n t!ci t. h t! make-u1J of 

L ile t<n hui11ic !Jyst. -.!m's hl s t o r1 ca l - .:,eogru11hi c 

ul! i j.!.111.>ors , l e t. us t~k1.; .i ..: l ose r look at \.h e c o 11Ll!ltl. 

•I f r:<A l> IJJ..ni..: l hOU).!.ll t llSe lf. 



THl!. 1 ABBI°' I C ..;A ~ :<! ER 

LOO'N silk i.s soothinl! t o the t o uch; ~ 

cre~e-de-chine, a go ssamer dcli~ht . uut, it is 

dacroo-and-polyster, 11 cotL011-woo l " .•• the "bl e nd" 

~hicu .l.S durab le. 

Tbe fabric of t<.abb1nic.: Thoui?,ht is cilsn ~ 

b lend; it is a blend ot uttituue~, 01 ~uslures, 

of outlooks . To t his io1.o.syncratic "conLent" of 

Lile 1<ubbinic Thou~ht f~bric, l\adushin hRs at tri bu t. ed 

t he encoura1remen t of dev\!lovmen t of rict1 and 

d1fferent iated pe r sonaliti es . 

Kadushin's at tribution inve rts Le\ds MYmford's 

~eneral comments Oil the City . Accnrdin~ t o ~umford , 

it i s tbe influx of dive rsified ~e rsonalities ••• 

tbe s t.ran~er • • • in to t.he expand ir1 .r "'i t y \\o rl d 

that stimu l a tes ana nur~ures a lu r~e Vdr1 e t~ of 

com.ep ts wi thin a v c.1 Lue comp l e x ; in this cHse. our 
. . . 25 

cas e, the v a lue comµ l cx u; t.t1 e tutbb1n1c Valu e "'t•mp l ex. 

The p resence of co-exi s L~n t. e luwen t.s , el~~ents 

living almoi:a apoiot.ically wiLhi 11 t his t<ablanic 

.~or ld, i s at times even exp l il.!1 ly exµres sea Lnrou.:,n 

Midrush . 1 t. i s conveyed by ine M1dras111c t. .. eui~ oJ 

t.ue reco n~ il1atioo of "antiLhet l~al ~ l e~enLs;" 

s uch is the theme of I esj lua Habbttti Pi~'<a fi: 5 . 

By c.tt.ins Psalm ~~ . ti ( "hO\\ g reAt ur~ ) v l.1 t ' "orks, 

t · Lord '' ) t hi s M1dras:1 asks us Lo c o mprell t!n ll Lhut 

<.;od ha s c r cat..ed a .\tira \!ul ous wo rlJ ic whi ch Llh~ re 

u i ·e l>Ol. h d eino11s Ci nd an!! !:! Ls ••• tht! a nti-thet. i c.i l. 

Hut , we a l &o J .tscoYer in Lh1 s Mirl r ush , Ln ll t u l o n~ 

"i Lil <l e mons <ind a nge l s • · · God hfts crea Led man. 

• 
1 3 

-



~ould \.he pr esence of the a ntithetical demons a nd 

a n ge ls, be viewed as a me ris mic way of ex~ressLug 

"1:aan" a nd even l.he a nt!. \.he Li ca l as pee t s and 

inclination s o f man ? 

Ginzberg r efers us to a n even more eX1J lici t 
. f t..h . 1 . . f ' d . l 26 

accounting. o e reconc1 i a t1 0 11 o i v e r se e en1en ts. 

as a r ule fire a nd water a r e c l ements at war 
with each othe r; hut in the hails tones that 
smo\.e Egypt t hey wer~ reconcil ed . 

~oul d these anti-poda l Mi.dras him be the Habbi s ' 

~ay of winking a\. us i a re they a tra il of hr~adcr~mbs 

left be bind for us Lo fol low in orJer to ~et t.o the 

worl d of the Kaboi s ••• li wnrld in which a full 

b:H~c t r uan of at tl. tudes o r1 Ai J..rac I ~s e xisi s innal taneously ? 

Not all ~cholars b~v ~ c n oseu t.o g l ean insi ght 

f r oID such markings. ~ome have ~hoseo t o i guore a 

syn<.:h r ooic ap 1,ro6ch t o the Haouiuic unl v er se , a n d 

l1a v e oµted ini:. t ead t o folio.,· th e deve lo~ment o f 

~iira c l es and 1.. h~ Natural Orde r . • • c hr<' nrtl o !!, i ca ll y. 

Alexander Gut tmann i s one scholar "' no wo uld 

•• ave u.s l.ake t.his " ver tica l" ap., rorlc h; he \\ OUld 

ha v e us see Rabbinic Miracles as mere ly a n 

e x1Ja n s ion of oil> li c;a l l-tirac l es . ~7 This e x µa nsion 

110\H!V e 1· i s n o t q uali tative , but r a the r r efl e ct.tve 

of a l a ck of orig ina lity. 

Urb~1 cn, a s we have a l r e ady no ted, send:; u s 

LO a ca l e n dar t.c ti et1? r 111i ne ~h~n was \.he " t urning 

:,0 1nL" ; \\ he ra Lhc wa L. ershecJ; ,,ue n changt!s in t ue 

1\8\ura l v raer bcco111c the f ocu s of the l:<abbi s ' 

.Lnter~s l.. in Mirac h :s. lm!Jl.lt:J i n h is apµ r ouc 11 i s , 

\.!l.! r' e is OUt ~ "fOl:US," r a t:hCr t.IH-tn "foci." 

14 



Both liut1,,rnann•s a µµr oech a nd urbacb' s i~nore 

not. o nly t h e potentia l clue of the anti-the u .cal 

e l e1l1ents Midras11iru, bu t other ioa ica tions tr.om 

secondary sourc es of \! o-exist~nt, tho ug h nevertheless, 

d1vergeot a ttitudes on Mir~cles throu ~hout t he 

Kabbinic ~erind ••• which ca ll for a tt borizonia l 
l ack" t o the &tudy nf Lhese Miracle s. 

whe n Maimonides write s in The Guide For The 

l 'e rplexed about t abbinic Miracle s, his ~ords imp l y 

t hat we mus l vit:"· \.he p e .. tin~n t &11drast11m synchroni ca l l y: 

Our sages llave salu ve r y s trange things as 
regtlrds \li r a cles; tney are f o und J.ll b e res ru \. 
•.laba t5.5) and in •Udrdsll Qohelei, 0<1mely ~<S 
tllat the Miracles are io some extent also naturdl. 

u e re, concerning .the ~a\.ter of Lhe ~aL~ral urder , 

Maimonide s has lu111IJ e d t•ae chrono log 1 .:a l "latte r" 

wi\.h t he chronological"for~er;" for ~obelet. Raba 

and bereshit. &<aba are g,e ne r·ally da ted ce oturi.es 

a .,a ri. 

~f we were to t a ke a ver tical a pproa ch Lo M1rttc les, 

a s 1..tUt.tmann would h a ve us do, \liO ;J l d \\e find thal. 

t he ..• iracl e wa ne s a s ti111e goes by ·, "ould we find 

llw\. they a re pa rL o f Lhe dist.an\. µu s t ·1 '~ 

Kadushi.n t.eJ l s u s tha t. tbe l'almud knows of 

" nissim" \\"hich occur down to tile last t;enera t ions 

of a U1oraim. lo 8 e r ako t 54a, for e xa1apl e , we r e ad 

vf d "ne s" being µe rrormeu for 14ar bar ttabina, a 

t.rc:u .1e1H. of' the 4t.u and l t'St ~~ 11 erut1on. 

tiut a sLill more stunn ing, aq~umenl. i s rnaae 

by Kut1us h1n (an d a ..,,a1 ns L a v e rtic&l a pyroachJ from 

ue rak C' t 21)a , rte r e -''e fi.nd t<~Y 11a ., a askinir Abaye: 

~ 

1- ~ I. ( 1 >..;\Ai 1 Y J1i!11.) 'Jf 'IOI 
.)(J . 

I t 1 ll 
I \ 

0 t C/u / 
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The " // e 1CJ " r.ncn men lluuneo uy ttav r a1Ja i s t<a v 

JuJab. l{adushi n ideut..if.tes t<av Ju~bll a~ Judcsb bar 

.:=zekiel; not a tanna, IJut. dll aruora, t1 ead o f 

i' umbedilha, who lives bu t. t\\ o gei"lc r Rtions t>erore 

Abayc; thus, a lmos t. a cou c.emporary I 

Thi s is clarified sli l l further wneo we read 

Abaye's answer : 
I ) Qi\'' 

jll !>JI~ 
31 /' ') 

1.:..,J U JJ '1c/.//) 1J 1
[ / /(/ ·'!. 

, /- ~ 1/ _..1\::11 •1.:.. //) 1 ' ~o"J 

_/J r -;' - , <... ) : • ..,) I ) (.,,¥ 

Aba ye ca t~gorizes l~av Judah as /? ~J ...... ~ ~ l "; 

l o ue iuvest.J.gatell l ater on in our s ludy wit.h a 

1.o t. e nt.ial r e lig 10-µo l 1 Li \!a l label o f "/c. j,·'1 • l -it~'': 

'l'h e 1·eas liav Judah be i.on~s t. o a g r o u p for whm .. /e" .A..J( •• 

i s a µre -~minent concern, Abaye r~p reocnt.s a 

d ifferent sect.io n o f th~ relig.to-poliLic~ l Syc~ truru 

• • • .lO a ne a rly Cv u i.empor a neo uS pl.! rl.od . l' or nbaye' S 

g r ou•J / ( ; J / tft i;' is noL l.he banner (; r e de nrium • 

• nus, e ven a pre limi nary .lovcst.1g_etl.ion of 

this o n e Mldrash in ue r a'<o t 2tJa, iud .tc .. t.es t.bat 

l l. is n o t. on Ly j u s tified, but. neces sary t.Ct ap1>1' 0..scn 

an a nalysis of Habbinic postures toward l.he Aura cle , 

v1s a vis t h e Natural urder ••• "horizon~ally." 

Suc c1 a n app r oa ch will i t self properly reJ Leet t.he 

"b l e n ded .;ont~nt " of t.he expandable one-size-r i. ts 

<J I I Ltabbi ni.c Sys Lea. And, s uch a n ct J~ proach 

paves t ile \\'ay ou" ard , now • •. l.o an encounl.er \\ itll 

l. he var10 .s trea t meni s of ~iraclcs a nd t.he ~a tura l 

Urd~r iu th e ~11dru8ll. 

16 



·rm: At'i'LAU::>r.:: 

l!:phraim uroe:tch's "M1rHcl ~ warrant:" 

~ost of lLhe) Mi r ac l es t a ke µ l ace in order t o 
de11ver and save individuuls o r a _~omrouniLy 
in Limes of trouble and distress.~ 

Urbach 1 s cuo>.ce of words ll:i "loaded ; " terms like 

"de li~er" and" save " are frau~ll\. ¥<itn protJi tious 

iunuendo. t~nd, such teruu:; ref I ec L one &.erininus of 

the .Kabbinic Spec trum. 

i1· we choose to begin our exam 111ation o f 

various ~abb1nic t.rea tment.s of the M>.rac le and 

Lhe Naturtt l Order at thi s terminus, we come u.,ion 

. 11drashim which laud t.he Mi.racle and adul 1ne t11o s e 

iodiYidual s or gr o u,1.s for who m Miracles occur. 

The 1t1tbbis speak of Ml.ri1cles ~hich hapµen 

t o individual and c ommuni.ty ; in the 1Jas t aud .tn 

1.lle (Habbinic) pr esent. 

Among those "pas\. indi.viduals" who are deemed 

"orthy of ~iracles ••• >.n M>. drashi.m disp l aying 

\. ias favora ble Lreutment ••• are t.he " avot." lu 

l.he Meidl t a d. tt. lsbmae 1 ( .t. 11eJJ 71~ '1 '> ; c..A.:JON J 
t:.leaza r of t.todi' im reµoris: "ha L wuen uod announ~es 

1u C.:Xodus 16 : 4 11 1'11 cuuse bread l.O ra..i.u 1rom h~civen 

L' o r y o u" ••• the manna •11rocle ••• .it was due io 

Ll1e meri l of Abraham, Isaac a nd Jacob:..A ,,J1t A ' .J J ,J 

For AbrahAm ' ~ sake, ~babbat 1 56 b t e JLs us, 

Uod woves i edek l JupiLer) from the ~ est to the east; 

o~ca •.Jse as the proof text CsaiAtl •1:2 asks: 

; ) ,_{,A/ It/ 
.,,. 

I t!t) I 
) ' v J 'ti 
', )/C } / 1

1 
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uinzbe r i inte1·vrets t.he mov e wit.h a twist: that 

tiod c auses Jupiter t o ap.., e a r in the east, in 

o rcier to t each Abrcsha111 r1oi t o a ttach any inapor td nce 
~3 t o a stronomy. uinzberg t ake s " ;(t.," . .. in connection 

~ith •• • not as Abrahatn'is me rit µe r se •• • out c..: ert~i11ly, 

if ~od t. ~kes tim~ o u L t o perfor.111 a"Ml.ra~ie'' to teach 

Abraoam , t.nen iad.i.rec tly it. is based on Abraham's 
34 rne r1t that Jupiter is mov ed . 

The thr•1s t of Stlaboa t l 56b is tha t Isra el is 

not s ubJect to pl a n e La ry influences 'e re~d o f 

l.11 i:s pri11c i p l e a1;ain 11 1Jt 7( " in connectio n \\lth 

Ao r aham ••• in Nedarim J2a:~5 here, Abraham moans 

1wtr b i s "horoscope" thAt f o rcte l l s that t lle re wi Ll 

ut: no Isaac : 
,~ [..) .Jl 01 ) 

I ;10 > 

uoo answ~rs Abrauam \.tU) t he should g ro" a way frtJrn 

as trolog i c:a l s.,eculo tio n • •• t o r thH L i s the !\a tural 

v rder for L.he " othe rs," but not "you . " t·or ''you" 

t !H~re will b~ 11od ' s interv e ntion (a .Miracle '? ) 

1< . i~~Htc (ci til e r tll .:! t.a nuu or l is .... ac t.i . Juo1:thJ 

1::x 1: l a ins Lhli t <.;od wi ll 11errorin some tui. ug s pecial 

tor Abraham be~a Jse, ab ~nd1cated from TT Samu e l 

~i:2b, li<> d dea ls " ;- ',v-v~ " with tile " ,;C 'H.l\AJ , J 
11 

• . • and since Abra hu111 perfects nims e lf ~od wi U 

b~~ l me r cifull y "ith hiw. 

All in u ll 11 • 11. rttc I es 

ar~ "rou~ht ; tt1:1o n a tht!m t. h\! ::. '<odus , and t he yartJ. ug 
;>6 

o f th e He d ~t:a. out ther e a re o the r s . 

ln t" l.rk e d. H . t. l ea:-.tt r ~!'5 \H~ r~t.id of the 

111i r :;c.u lo us res c u e s o f 11 bra mtnt f r ow " death r ow" 

a t. 1\J. mr o d' s p lace. t11e fir s t ;>nr t. of Lite -.:1rac l e 

uU fJ 1,ens 11 1len 1\br~1a:1111 ~u rv1v es a y ett r o\lt llo u L f ood 
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hu IHt\.!.!r ; l.h e kiab~l.S ex~la i n ch\'~ Y l11e so-called 

mysterl.ous ai::..,~ct of Lile Ml. rtt ..; le by say ing t.na t 

an ange l µr ovides Abraha 10 Iii t11 1.IJes e esseni1als 

uurio~ h.i s inctircera~iou. "~'o rt ~" of t.oit> '' <.lu1,lex" 

~11.rC:l c le occurs w11en Lhc g 1 eat Ly 1'rtJs c. r a 1.ed l\i.rorod 

tries t o na v e AOranam's ne.Jd <..ut off, hnt, instead 

the s word breuks . Tb Ls t.i me \h~ do11 ' t e11..; oun\.er 

t. 11e t<abbis at1..c 111}.l tin~ t ., f!ive a r :•Li o 1ale ( b 

::;~ord wi l.ll a poor .... un:::.u1o~r i<eport' s r a tiug'/ ). 

lhe s~ord that .ts su 11der e d a\. tlie neck o f Abrah~m -

b e..;aus e Abraham is"mi.ract:tble" - ah, that i s th~ nes .
37 

l'le shal 1 also cow~ 8c ross t.hi s "Mirac le of 

ll1e invi11cible neck vs. l he 11 s µliltin1t s•·urd" in 

,\ll.dr<.1shic lr~a 1.ment.s of ann th ~r ind1v1 u ual w11 0 

l. .1e Naoui.s deem ·wor\.h~ " 0 1· r.:i.rHcl es: ~'oses. 

11. i s l.ntere~ \.inl!, that etlL lnh1~h th '.! diblt! c;1uoses 

1. 0 l ' CJ.H! H \. s•une o t· 1.he "ADra11am s 1. or1~s " wi in .lsaac 

\"Lile Uarr~ll \\ife"j 11 p 8SSill [' Oil Ll1e l\ tfe 8S 1..hC 

:: ist.er" moLifs), in Li.le Midrus111m o n MJ.rach:s 

LUf: t<abois do not pl.ck lltJ I.his l.hr~ad; real.Her, 

~e gc 1.. Abranam-~1rac les duvli.~aLed w1 t n Moses , 

o r J8~o b .)111·uc ies xeroxed ~ i th Moses. 11u t, as 

Least. dS far as miracles are coucerueu , !saac 

llolus Ii\.tle fascinal.ion tor tne i<abois. 

u nly o ne Miracle i s reµor1.ed in ~ereshit 1~ba 

in connection with isaac: i.n 53:~ we discover Kcsb 

Lalcish • s comment Lha t " )1 ) ./l ! " - va.vye t:\r - 1.n 

Gen esis 25: 21 si~n1fies Lhat 1saac i s deservinK 

o f a Ml.rec I e i:l the t Hcbek k ah' s p r edes tined 

.:11 L l d le::;s s t c; l.e is rev~rsed. 

fiu t., "·b :reds 1saa~ J o es not seem to o,.p t.ure 



t.ue t<auui.s' iinu1r,iua1.ions - as r egar us iu.1.ra\.:l es -

Jacob i s u .. favo ri t. e son". rne s un wil l u1i.ra c 11 l ously 

rise f or him d nO se t f n r him - lite r a lly! 

l\'hereas ~ene sis 3~ :..> ::.! re :.i o rts " eNeo 1f- f}) . .J/ II 

•<. t:Serekiah, -t t.h ce11 tury Pa l es t1nian amora, u oes 

tnis t.ex t t o s u g,#[eS t. t.ha t . . . "hi le ordi.na ri I y, 

t o r ot.bers, t.h t! sun ri!'1.:.,. t o e. .lve light, t o r Jacob, 

" t.h e sun a lso ri ses .. i.11 oraer l o 11~a l 1tim, post.

f ist.1 c uffs , in 1.he st.ream . 

fJI e .; / Cf) 

ii; ~enesls i~: l L ~ '1 be1.:uuse t.hc s un "as S..! t 11
) by 

sta ting: 

Ciod urra nges f o r dl1 ex f:JeC ted or "premcu.ur~ ounse l -

just. so He 111i ~bt ::;peak p riv.ntd) ~it.u Jacob. 

liinzber· t1. t. e ll s us t.ho t J~cob, oefo re his 

tlt:a t l 1, performs t he SJ1ne J iti r a c l es whi.cn Moses 

Jat.dr wilt, t o µ r o ove that h e is the pr omi &ca 

redcem~r. For this, ~i.nzbcrg u ses ~s nis bas i s 

.:;11• 111ot :<aoa 5 :J3 aud ~tidrnsu .:> l1ir na ~birim 76. 

:i'JY.ever, a <: l ose i ns1; <h:t.iun nf t he -, 11 1 mo& Habu 

IJ a ;;sa~e r e v e d 1 s \.hu \. the s ubJdc t discussed i s 

th~ tr~msmi ssi on of -ibe " s i ~ns " from J a coo, 

t.nro u!l, h Josep h a nd hi s t..mi ly • t o Moses. 

!f lAtJ d si. t s in heaven a n d mcikes rua tcties ••• 

it. follows ihal. a s Lh e "avo " " merit Mi r acles, so too 

Lhe ".imo l.. " In Tanhuma tluber C ,') !Jfe,~ we find a 

::. l a l e me11 \. l>y ri. Hamo "· t< . U.111ina t.nat it is for 



i. l e :ieril o t rthHncr ;,ar...ih - .11er 1 t ~ li e ('A r ns 0 ' h~r 

i.\ll<."cld.L ng l ll 1e n eSl $ lt-: fi - t !"H H tt ~e i:tdllUJ l S ~l\.<." tl 

\. (I lsrd el. 

01s~u:i~ 1 nns i.1 rle t·l!s :nt t>.abd ; ..: . t' {\ n :- 8e r .. 1~o t 0 , 1. 

1:1e µ re- amnio..:e .1 te s i~ 1s,;u e 1s "A re l' rtt~·t! rs 111 Hny 

ef ti. ..: •..:y tn cnan11.in~ t h ~ ~ ex ,, f d Z ' e.:o tc> ~n:o r·~··) 

fe t us ·: The H1.?resh1t t<aba t.:>xt rep0 1 t s :i :'t 3 t t'menl 

o.'· ~ . Aot>a tnat Ui nah t s ac t 11t1 l ' ·' · ..:r1o' Ml.'-'d tt mn le. 

b•H i "' turned i n t o f e..:<tle thrn 1J\!11 t<UC !\e l 's p rn~· ... ·r". 

T11e ..:llcu1ge h t> r .: S<!erns t n oe a ~l iracle; a •11nt1." l e 

l fldU..: ed, ~l.:COrdlrl~ t o ,, , nRll lllH U . l · ttz ..' l 1
.:' d..:..: t' UfH, 

b;; Lhe f .ic t t lwt t'<aco e l is .. . r1.itriarc11 ;1ud 

" in •1 tri i:i rchs ..ire pro1' C1 elesses. " 

Tne 8 <! rako t ti , ) t.l!Xt has d i..1 1 f1ere ·H t\\t st: 

11ol hache l' s µrAyers, llu t Leah ' s u tt~· r L1 1 n .1h's 

sex. dut, here Ha v sta t ~s: 

/:. _, _' i~ ,, -. .: \ J • 

Th.i ,; s tat. e111en 1. ..:om.:s in r ... s .n nse t o th e ~11s h11tti c 

' - . 

sex1 1.:ss" )f ' 

t. l1c L1rs .. -4 0 uays. "evt.'t' t11cl ess . a 111 1rt1 ..: l e 1s s till 

i mµ l 1ed ~11 111;.: ~ r n in~ th e in.1tr-iarcll::. ••• ' t ile p n1p11ct.esst>s . " 

Tllerctor~, lL l !:i n o t su rp rt s in~ ltlal tll\n lh \!r 

..:~lt~e-or~ of .inu ivi d ll ~·tl l1l r and o f \\hnm M.irac l cs 

o ccur is tile l ' roµbc t.. And. 1r1os l µrorr1111e11\. in \.lu s 

U1 l e~O r.) \Hl l t> c Moses. 

1H1en La s t. \\e sa1' tlil! A1 1rttcle of "HH:: Nec k 11inch 

1sreaks Lile S'"ord," it \\dS in .;onjunctio n "it.11 llbru li a rn; 

l>ut, <•S llas c.tlr'eady bce1 , 1110 1 ..: tH.ed, "e s l tall meet 

tl11s ~t .ir~c l e 1Jnce ..&J.!.ai. 11 11t th t.tnscs: 
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Deuteronomy lfoba i :~7 reµor\.s tha t, HCC'lt'Cll ·~ 

to 1<. Jannai, Palestinian aroortl of the "trans1tion1tl 

11,~oe 1 ·ation," AIOSt!S when 11e t tees .from 1·naro h 

l , ; .. > Jf) '.J~N ,Je lJ 17J;J' 1) heis a lreeidy n11d 

ltle executioner's sworo l• U\. t o bi $ neck; tt is 

tlHit \;J.osel But u\. the .nome n\. wne::n Lile swtlrd is 

IHH ou aioses ' neck iL slides off t oecaus~ A1ose.s· 

neck turns \.n warble. 

"-ere iha t n o t enou~u, tile MJ.drash con t. inucs 

"l.th J<. Ahiathar• s statement t11at \1111trn tn e S\\Orll 

s liaes off A.loses' nee k, it t.urns on toe ex~CtlLJ. vrrn r. 

t:Sut, there i s yet to i>e 111ore; Sar a a,.ipara •1cJas his 

mark to l\hal. Abia l.nar hcts already su~'!ec;teo. rl 

s ti. lJ g;re a t e r 111i r a c ie \this i s uinzber~ ' s eva t u i l\.J.u ll ) 

..:om1:s t o puss . AS dar Kap µara tel t s it t uod sent.ls 

dowu the ange l Mi c hael in the !(.uise of a llaag111an, 

whil e t.n e numau hangruao, char~ed by d1aroh \Iii l.h 

the execution, is now chunged into t. ! .e torm of Moses . 

1he SJJUrious A1oses l a l ias 1.hc trnge l ) l<il l s the 

r tul executiont!r; the r eal , .. oses fL -es; anc. l.n 

ttie wo rdis of t< . Joshua, ctLf1rrns t11 a t God works 

.> 1iri:i ~ l es f o r .a1oscs. 

A postscr11;t t.o lhe even1.s of t l1e ueuLero u o111y 

1.aua ~tidrash 1111~hl bo:: detec t. c u in \llluH .is \\ r l t\. e u 

in tlerak.ol. 54 auou \.. a ... l.ctu11a' s d~ fiuit io11 of . J t./1c I" • .J.~ 14 l.hey are S l OOt!S susµended - ... 
i. 1. Lhe air "'·~~h aescend U)' "a.tan ' s'' ,.;u&11u1bJld. 

Th e ~ta!! is identified as .1uoses, wl10, \\'h e n fleeintt, 

, luu·oti exl.euds tus hwu.J - and the Mir ac I e occurs. 

Mirac I es ano Moses • • • t.he K&IJbis a e a L wt ti! 

l. 11e sub,)ect l.t1 b o th t.ne " 8Cltve" auc. th..! 11 µas~ive:" 

somc L1 m~ b 1o s es vu rfnrw~ ~irbcles; and s omeL 1rues 

uod 1"erforms 1\Uru..: l ~s for l.h.: "mt!rit" of .. 1oses . 



We find an example of i.he latte r i n !ier esni t Maba ~7:3 

which r e l ates t nr ouKh Lne words of K. Levi t ha L: 

l.lle w1veo of tl. e Israel i te~ conce 1vea 60 1nyriads 
of \.:lliidreo i ::i o n e nigh t ; t !1ey were: al L thro"'n 
lllLO ihe Ni.le oui l:am ~ Uf.l aga i n t n roug h l.be mer u . 
o f ~.oses . 

ror Lile s a ke of .a.toses, uod r ev e rse .3 tne Na Lural 

urd e r i n t.oe "MlrdC le of l.l1e wuona. 11 1,,i11zo~rg 1. td t s 

us Lha t trod po ints ou t t o a Jespouaew .... oses \\hy he 

shou ldn't feel so b<Adly that he i s :sbo11t to a ie ; di.Cl 

not He {GodJ revers e the urder of heaven a nd ear th 

a t Moses' reques i to have heaven send uown breAd 

a ud eti rth l>ring f o rth \\ a ter?3~ 

l\1oses also reverses the N<i t.ura l u rd ~r; \. la s ~e 

discover in i!:ccl es i as l.es t<ttba 3:14. The scenari.o 

reads 11ere as a discussion between He sh Lakish and 

H. Jona t~an (as of t en o c c urs iu Ml.drash betwe en these 

2). H. Jonathan ask s t<esll La1'ish to e xp lain 2 Oibl ica l 

ve r ses: t::xoclus 19: 3 " k1oses went up to liod ," and 

C:xod. u.s L!:J :<!O, "the Lord -..ame do wn u 1,on Att. ,:; ina i. " 

k. J ona thttn' s p roo I ero wi t 11 the t e xt is: if Laod 

decre~s l. hat cele s tial bein gs sno ulu be in h ea v en 

ttnc. \.e rrestrial bt.Low, bow do i\'e recoucile u.1 e i 

verses'.' Uy li!XtJLai11ing Lnat .. 11oses 1 a rr i val o u tne 

"Cc ne brings about t.h e inversi o n : "Moses a rose a nd 

reve rses them." Tne Mi.drash continues with 2 other 

Mi r a c 1 es of u rde r reversa l which Moses verfor,11s: 

God decrt:ed t11at the t e rre s lr1at c r e tl tures 
Sllf)U t el eal: 1ind ctr ink. :11oses a r o se a nd made 
\.erres irial ..:reCJ t.11 r es u<H t o e r. \. c:1.nd. J rink • 
• ls .lt L ~ written , · he "a s \\lt ll 1 ~od 40 days 
and n i~h t.s ano did not eat or Gr l.nk. ' 

\10 s \!~ i ~ ihe "t.erre::; t r ia t c r eil ture 11 wno Miracu t o us Ly 

cu11 s urv i ' " e w 1 t.tH 'l' t f'> C' rf o r drink ; \.his pa rt o f the 

Ali drcssh l..t '.h.:es Lile 1:-•a tte r n ·,.:~ t r.o\'" in t ile !.tirocle 



r 
o 1 Abrtt11am sur'v J.vin:t, a year wil t1o uL t ooci a nJ u rink 

on ly 1.n t.be t.i idrasb on Abraharu an ;;n ge l i.s brought in 

uua ueorly e xpla ins a"ay the Mira cle. 

tt . Jonathan' s rhe\. o ri 1,;al 4ues 1.io 11s 1,;o ntJ.nue 

\\ l th : if liod decrees t.lla l. the s ea s houlo r emain 

" St!a " a nd "dry La nd," dry u l nd , 110\\ t.s .11. l.hat . 
c.xodus 14: ~~ suys: · / ; r.PrJ 1 , l ) 2, ' · '.J,\J / / C. ',.J 'I ? 

I ( 

~or ~osts "arose ! " 

Eccl e si-1Stes ~-{aba 3: 14 1.. e l Ls u 1 ~ O\.h~r pro ·rn~ t.s 

1\ho the ttao•>is a,..so i.;iate "'il.li Miracles: t; lisha , " h o 

111aue l.h~ dry La n cl into s~a , a nd 1.!: lija h, who rev e r ses 

lzOd ' s ori c, ina l th~cree tuat. sum111 ~r u c " s wnmer" -
. . •• 3~ a n o "'1.nter, "Wluter. 

l'ile Miracles of E li~ha, Z. li.jah dnrl o the r µ 1·o t>l,e ts 

ttre threadi::d lo6e l. 1 1~ r hy a 1.he<' r .Y o1 th e l<clbhis • 

tllttL p ro i-111e ts lt.t1ro u 6 ll \.lrnir worksJ, a.s tzadu.1.Kl.m 

t·e ~res~nt. i.u th.t ::. hOrld a ull.crocv::.rn o l \\ lla l "'ill 

1,;ome in the Ue r t!at ter. k. Ut:re1u.ah, J. ll 1.h~ naia~ 111 

JUOuu IJ . Ii . ::;, imon , SL :AL..!S 1.111s e x pu.1,; 11.. J..y .tn uer 1:;; ;:;11 J. \. 

h'. i ba 77 : l: 

You wit l rinll Ltuu. -.o u anti ~.i ~c1 t t:d .11• 1..1Hs 

wor I u '. throuµ,t1 t.h~ a ;:..euc1 '' 1 Ll1e 

ri gb t ef) US , ev<: r .> th J ·· ~ II .: ~ o o l.11 the i •r r e <. 1 t l:r. 

1'1le exa .. 1pLcs 11h i c h t{. 8\! r tl1aan c u .es nr~ W.l~b c.ll.Jlill 

and ~li.sha . i!. lt. jah r esurrec ted the J ead as <:iod wi l l clu; 

anti if \\e rcu~ 11 Ki ngs :!: l ~ ( t: ll. t>lla' s thro1r i .. !! sa lt 

in the l\ a 1. c r t o purit y 1.t) alongsid e l'~xodus l:.>:25 

( u 1 \l.hich t h e •·· ~·Hers at ~ aran he cn11~ fresh) \. hc11 

tlicre i s e vidence \.hat as ~od ''il l ~" ~e Ltrn the 

bi t l e r, so t oo llltS <J.Lishu. 
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we als o knO\\ of n.l" t.he " c. zndd Lkim" arc a 

mi cro1.:osm from c.c c l c S.lb.:Hes ttat>a '.> : 1 3 : t.he J.- root 

t;cx t S t C1 t es "lha L.. \\Inch i s t o L> C ha::. u lready Deen . " 

1< . Juu ah says t hr-1. , tno.,~h uou wil l make Lu e s ea 

.L OLO dry l a od, i t. ua s a l ready b een u o utl v.J. t b Mose s 

i n c;xo d us l4: ,l:>; .11 1 0 lhe fu t.ure t..ou wi J I r e v i. v e 

lh ~ dectd , t h e n we' ve n i t 11es ::.e d this '' microcos1nica l l y" 

through t he t.l l.rac l ~s o f 1 1<i u g s l 7:17, 1 1 lu n g,s 4 : 32 

" n u 8zek1 e l 37:17 •• • whe r e .S lijeill , Lhen c. l i~ taa <md 

t lHW c.zekiel r e v i v t Lh e dead . 

All this is f urt.he r ex 110., nded u j)o n uy 1< . Aha 

i n i he na1ne of I< . Halafta : 

a I l that uod wi I I do or renen i n I I .L s h O l' l d in 
t h e j\•es ti i a ni \! fu Lur e, He ' s al r ea dy done in 
part thro utt.h 1.h e 111edi u m o f <1 pro1, he\. i n t. h i s 
Y. Or l d .40 

This Midr a sh, WJ. Lh one vttr.utt.1 o n , ct p µe p r s 111 

b <J t h Tanhwna Lex t.s. As in ~ccl esia s le8 Hut.w , t he 

t r <> de11 t s 1 11 .t a n b uma d ube r 111 ~U-~ l a u CJ Ta 11 1t uma 

,\ 1 d ... a s 111 ~ tu·~ t. lle sarne t< . J udah -.s ud H. Nehern i'1, 

a l.Ea11n& who " at-i tt con l emportt r y 0 1 •1e.L r . uut Lhe 

t h i r d t.ra den t , 1 . Aha, s pee:a k s i 11 th e ~ccl esias u ... s • 

tex t. in t.ne n c.ame oft<. tta l a Jia , \\hi l e t he Tan h u ma 

t e xts r eport h e speAks in t he na me o f i ne t. uird 

1.:en Lury a.no r a , ~ - Samu e l b . t<iabman. er11aps t his 

1.:a n oe e x p l a in t:d : i n the 'lanhuma t ex ts \\C r e u d 

"C.od o oe s in 1ninia t ure - .,'\Jp1• - Lh r o 11 g l1 t..he t. zudd i.kim; 

\\h il e the ~ccles ins l e s t. e x L s ays " 1 n pari " Lliro ug h 
1l L ie proplHH. 

\ e t. 80()\.tle r " c.: l ass " o f i11d1vidoa l u~cnmes the 

sul>JCCt IJf t.he l~« b.; i s ' "µos i l ive" lrctt t r1e nL o f 

.11iro ..:l e s: L n~ ca te~or.) '! Lhe " r ignt.eo us &e n l. i l e ; " 
.. .! 

1:i11d , s1-1eC .L1 l. c • .,l t y , Je t. ti r o us i t. s r~1 1reseo tet l.L ve. 
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Jiecause, a s '>ifre /\ um ber s 7~ r~por t.s , .rPthro l oves 

'l'or::th , i s µiou s And excel ls above u l l 11 ro::.eJ.y Les, 

f o r Ins sake , a n d on nio &rrival d 1. "camp" a t. noou 

e no u g h 1111:u111a f o r 6l) t!lyriads o f 1sr<!e lit.es des ceud. 

,mt.I since Jethro i s ri :i, :i teous, he dnes no t hav e to 

e xert. himse lf t o ga ther "lie man na. .1 t comes t o him 

••• "a ll over h 1s l10dy,'' s<> t. h11t. ull he h a st.I') <1u 

i ,,; c~rry ht ~ hn nd to his mouth i n o r cler t" pa r telke 

o f' 1 t. 

11it.h some s li r;, 1 t d ifferences t.bi s Mi.d r ash 

i.1 IJ011t. Lll ~ t.11racle pcrforn.e d for Jet11 r o, s hn1\S 11 p 

u1 M1u1' ash 1 sa J ms 78 :-4 lUraude).l t. r c<J d s .• s f1 , U O\\S : 

I<. Ai bu iau~h t. Lh .J L f o r Jet11ro' s sake, ~· ll~n 
1.~ urri v e d n t. t.lle G t.11 tio.1r, c11oui:, h 1nunna f o r 
every o r l:!,<ill o f every body of the tiV wyri tH.iS 
o f Isrcie l t: ama uown . 

Hut, Audrnshim >' tlich give t' a voralJ 1p lre.1t.111 e nt 

L11 >.-i i.racles concerning, 1.ndividuals nr c nv \. l1mi1.ed 

lo the "Pas t" ( \.ha t i s, the i-'8S t iroi.1 \.he .tdb1as ' 

" rl:! cs r vie1' mirror"). 1t ..? find Mi.racles httiJµenin~ 

" J.Lh 111or e conLelllt>o rary fi~ures a s ''e l l . " l exu.1der 

\jut t 1na n11 mi l!- h 1. seize on l'lur u s e o f "as we l 1" Hn d 

f'l.!<1cl it. liter1'Lly - onl.)' LO t he n re spon d "not JS 

"e ll ; " f ~ r acco rdtn~ t o Guttman n , whi l e the T~lmud 

c•rntinucs t o r e c o?1ti%e l.he c ontinua nce o f r ev c J<i t.ion 

111 .u .s own t. ii.le, J. t entfJhas izes t tte inf e rio r qu<1lity 

o f post-pr01JheLic r·c v ela-.J..oll . '4 .i voes it then f QlJ.ow 

1 r om th l s si ut c111~n t 1. 11at as Ln e r ev t.! la Lion i. s .l nf~rlu t· • 

.l.L 14lll t o llow s uit 111 0 L11~r rcla c.ed C<i L\!go r1 cs • •• 

su..:h us L11 e lti r ac le ? 

ueorisc r o o L Moo r·e wo l Ld et,.11-1.:n r 1. 0 ~• ni:t~ er 

, ,111• 4 ues t.i on. ·~rit.~s Moore : "s1 nce Mlruc l eE munift!s \. 

lioa ' s ~·H>cl ncss t.11 ey ~O Ll t.J nol. be Sl:e n .i n s t u s '~ast!" ••• 



iudividual .ti r a cles coi1 Linue, i f o n rt J ess frequ e nt 

bu i;is, s ince (as tler~kot 20H ~ u11,ges tsJ i.u \.he pr~sent 
..,4 

"they" a r c Le.s.s "ort.lty. ::>cbet.: l~r l1o"eve r doesu' l 

,;.:e111 e:ts ootlle r ed as r.1oo r e abou l the quant.J.ty oi 

... 1rt- c les fo r i ndi\'id u<ils in Lhc 1abo1nic µ resen t ; 

i n fai; t, in the se numero us s Lo ri e;:; Roout. ni ss im, 

ill "hich the tmbuis i nemsel\'!:!S fi.l!,ure, n iss im 

i.nvo lviu.i, cl&unge,, 1u Lne ,,atura l v r de r are also 

encu111passed . 

"er 1.a.u1 t a11ua im ut·e spcc.11 H.: r1 L ly si11t:; leG uu t 

us Oe J.u · ac<:us 1..omed LO M1racles • . HJ San tae<.lrin l Udb

lO~a "e learn o 1 Lile Jews sendi Ill!) a g J.ft t o l.ne 

c.m 1 > ~ ror, n o t. "Fe<lerdl t,;xpress," out by ~ah um of 

tiimzo .since .. /C.f ,) / 't>' J,\1 "if{l[>f'i :" he wtts "cil 

ver·sea in J\11. racles. 

J.n .t.te ~i i lah l 7 b " ~ reHa o r unotlJP. r who .1.s 

IV!:!ll-versed in Miracles; " /- ' DJ P ~N /fo 1c111e": 

t< • .::i .iu1eo 11 u. Yoh a i; auj h. l11uuei.as u . Ya.i.1.1· , 1 row 

Lile " t r <i11 .-,,J.LtO a1d l ~t! 111: r<1 tio11, " inus1. huve Ut:!en ttn 

"o l d b .-1 nt1 ·· a l. A1irJ c les since Hul l i.n 7u t.eJ.l s u s 

1.nat ne c il u s e the .. <n c rs t o divide o n ~ o ccas1ons . 

Ttust 1o1i.racles are in "our t.imes'' (tile rtat.Ju io 1 

"our times") within a.ne expecteo order 01 t.hings, 

i s cert ri inly reinforced oy lhe l Ctc t that , noL ,) Us t 

.i ri~llteous 11 1.nd ivicJuHL" but his ri 1.i:lateo us hite c tln 

o~ accus1.owed l.o Ml.rdcles. rlOd Lne quintessential 

"J\10 u~rn • tr s ." in l.lli s r~E,ara, is the wife 01 
. 4 5 

uun1na b. uosa. 

rlaniua lumse lf i s a mt!rl. c.or.io us 1nd.iviuua l. ; 

1. .11.s is at\.~Sl.~d c.o oy Lh e 1111.<l-3rd ~eul.1.41 ·y uedd 

O f l 'UIU O~O itha, k ,,y JUcJab O . t:.zek1el in t111lli n l:S6ti: 

CJ :-l il y a " bat ko l" µ r o\.! laims tlJU\. f o r ha1u.11a, i.mpoveris11ed 

oc~ut~-maki n,.r ~nd tt:e11ercit J.. on ta n.au , t ! 1e wnole worJd 



J..S provi ded 1Hth 1001d ;out. "'lot uani nu ~11r::se1f ••• 

l'!IO ma nages to s ulJsi si on cs mcusu.rc '>l car obs 1:t 

k 4G . I . . I . I . 
~ ee • nan1 na s WJ..l e i s a so d r Hwn into t1is 

a~cet 1c 1.h. e l. l be in!! th..i t i t ·::. so hard t o cootc 1 o r (J<lc:). 

Nevertheless, in 'J'aunit ~Sa ~e f i nd i.ir·s. Han1na, 

s tanding o v e r u b o t stove, thro~1ng twigs ins i de; 

twigs r\!(Jreseu LluM, til e t>read b ile uoes not nave • 

.:>Ue plays the ~anie 0 1 l' r e L\! 110 nak .1.ng f,, r the 

sttk c of / t _A/C JtJ ; a,.ivea r<2 11~cs. :>ne docs 

110 t ~ish in oe put t o su~rae oy uer 1.wpover1 ::.11ea 

s t. a t t in 1ro nt 0 1 ner oeii:,honrs . 

A nosy neq;1toor \.:O tucs to cueck 011 1. t''e 

sllloke irom the "bak l.U!·" t.lrs . Ha111ua a rrives 

u t th e uoo r l\ .lLa ti shove l (la r g e spd \.u1 a wi1.n 

~llJ.Ch to tli.p over the 1uyth1'- tt l u tt 1<1ng uread). 

A M.1.rac1 e naµpe ns : the nei.gnbor sees an o v e n 

1u1 I or bread. But. , it. 1s the shovel in uer 

hand wnicti coµ tureo the inte1·es t O l u L8 11uci ~hu 

\..cacnes - :.he or1n~s th~ stwve1 oecHuse she 1s 

"ttccustomed LO Mlrttcles;" ~1.iracl~s ar~ u p&rt 

of her "naiural order ." Just. in cas~ t11e u r ead 

t.t1ra4.:le i s not e nu ugn yroo1 of Mrs. thsoiutt's 

i.nvoivemen~ in Ule 111·aw1. l y ousin~ss" o J Ml.retcle 

Muk.1.ns, Tau111t ~5u proceeds io relat ~ ho" 

af L~n.arus , tia n1na • s "i fe u1·(l,~~ 111w LO p ray 

J or sowe::ua.ig t o 1.>e give n t.o ui •u LO ~mJ Lue 1r 

suf1~ring: ma1· tyrdo11, 11C:1::. it.5 11 m1ts , ev~o 1 or 
4 ·1 

s u ch c.. 111eri. t or1ous c ouµ Le . 

Haui.na • s µ ray ers are a ns••ered by u1~ 

u;ipearance of Lhe l ef?. n t ,, ~ot;len 1..able. ,Has, 

l 1(n\1;:11 er, t.ll r ougn a a ream 11ani 11a :;~cs IUlllsel f 

• 



eljtin:i,. at 3-le ~)!ed tctbles . fne d r e&m o r l. ugs t h l!tO 

ba c k tu tl1eir se1.ses ..• of ascetic, b nd uaninei ' s 

wife cis k s 111rr. t o pray 1 o r the go Lclen le g L O t> e 

tak~n a~ ay , i:> O LOat Ue mig bL tat at a ~l:!r f eC L t a ble 

i u Lb \! nexl. world ••• rat : 11~r t. IHm trade l. t. .l. 11 l o r 

a bri ef indu l&~nce 1n tn1 s ~orl d . 

n a n1na and his "ife ' s s u1·t er1ug helµs Lock 

them in Lo " t.he ;nous' cat~gory ; dn <l LH~.)' t..rl:! 

~iracled for tne1r piousness. 

Accordin~ tu E.>hraim url>ach , Hanina is 

"vouchsafed"a Mirncle io a:serakot 3..>a wh~n 11e 

IJ Laces n 1s heel over a hole in wlu. ch there i s 

" veno .. 1ous l1zArd ; the 11.zard bi t es Han i.ntt, o ut 

because Han i.na will oot 1nter ru 1, t his 1l rayer, 

t he Lizard an~ not Hanina dies; an inve r sio n 

of t he expected Natu ral Order . 48 

Urbach descri bes how Mirac les a r e vouc nsctfed 

f or cer t.Hi 11 individua ls who give t. l1e ir L1ves f c :-

" .Pr!1J _,/\Q!~/ " •• • Lhe sauct.1.ticau on ot 

wd • s name . 

Georgl! I' oo t. ~loore o e t in~s " / ~ / J 

B i:> "do1 n ~ t1ungs i1un lead m.:n to act1.now l euge uod." 

Abraham ' s i;urvival of Nimrod ' s furnace \\OrK:> out 
I :1 1 , as do es uan.ie l 1 s d e l.1v c r81lt..:e 1rom 

Nel>uclHtdnezzer's f urnace; for oy the ~11rAcle Goo ' s 

uame is acknowl edged . 

ln Berakot 20 ~e have alr~ady enco untered 

on a llus ion t.0/ ( 1) ....A ( 1"fjl : ac..:o rding to Abaye, 

l. ~'ltst is tbe disti.n~ui.shiu~ fact.or oet.\\ een " us" 

1H1tJ ' ' ine m:" 

' ·/ I J I\. 
., / . ,, 

• 

-------



~ ~urs ory exvlanHt.lUO mi tih t ~ay lhat the enrly 

i;euerci tio us us ea t u t>c: reuay to SHcr !.l u.:e tlunr 

11ves .a. or 1.ne sa11clJ."Y of' uoo's oame , out. uo L us ; 

no wc:vcr, 1\·e uave analyzea I aoui:.lu.n • s hyµ o the~.ts 

t.ha t t.11e ciwo no l ogy oet.wecu Abtt.)' e o nu Lile 

K'dusb ha-sbem1\.e nc r~rcrs to, tL .o\dao u • . 1havCt 

.t :> 1.00 ~lose Lo s11;n1fy a v.:rl.1 ~ a1 chan,,.P- . 111us , 

s o111 e el \!1nen t 01 K ' dui:;h ua-shenu. tes 111 us t J. 1 v..: i.u 

AOtl.)'c:'~ time; and ther1:::fo r .: "e must unoerst.::irlu 
4~ 

lth:: vas sage tts :,,tty1ng "us" ... nd Lil e "o the r ~rC\uµ ." 

. .\no\.he r J.nsusnce of ; e.,1 .AQd i' ari.ses i.11 Taan.L~ 

loo\ and .,.u·aileleo .Lil Si.Ira ttbare t-'e rek l..)J, &iere 

rrajan taunts tllt: brat.hers Lui uu1us ana ... aµp us: 

J e l y o ltr uod rescue you t r om execu \.i on as He was 

s upposed to have sav~d tie. lniah, Anshael anCI 

AZ&riah. dut, s o pre..,ared are tl1e brothers to 

die for /1'' .M 1~,1 that they reply to Trajan: 

~ananiah, M1snael w1d Azariab were ri ghteous a nd 

worthy o f a Miracle; and ~ebuctu.adneazer a lun~ 

"'or thy to be one tnrough wllom t.t1rac l e s are wro ugut 

••• out not, you, Tr~jan. The •11ru~le l.t:J iuJeed 

11ere v ie·.1ed as something very precio.is, very 

µositive, a nd not. to be wusL~d on the wicked 

e v eu s hould the brothers bave to die. 

In P irke d . ~. El iezer .:haµ tt!r 42 t Fried htnder 

<:! d.i. t.ion) we are p resent ed \\ i \.h U. El1ezer' s 

s La t e rueni that wh e n, Moses sAid on the third 

day, "Let the waters ce gathered together," \.he 

hu t ers congea led and were made into 12 valleys 

Lt1 r o utt,h \\hicll euch tribe was t.o walk and oetween 

~dell were ~·all~ of "'ater '"i th windows throug h 

~ h i'-=h eacll trib~ could look at e ach other. However, 

3V 



Akiba r eports that when t hey reach the waters 

Lhe Israelites arc afraid and so turn oack, 

until on~ tribe ro uses co u rage and takea the 

lead . The tribe wnich i s willing t o tal<e a 

c.hance ? Judah. And, (15 J udah e nte r s the .:iea, 

tlle e ntire tribe san c t ifies God's name; verbally 

and by act, t. bere 1s /e 1 J Aon :-1 • 

This Midrash provokes quesLions : what 

arc t he implicA tions of Judah's &ssociHtion 

\\iLh /~ 1 1 ../\f ; '>/1 7 Does a certain fact.iou 

o f Rabbinic Soc iet y i.den L i fy i tself ~· i th both 

tile concept of /'~ 1 .,,.. , 21 .., 11 and the tribe of Judah? 

\\ta l e the o the r Mi.drashim we have studied 

inui~al.e t lla t the r e is a n el e rnent of k' d u sh

ha- s11em-iLes wiLhi11 lhe Habbinic ::,oci.ety; 

l'esHc11im ll~b JH'OV ides us with v n ~nswer t o 

Lile ::;econd pa rt o l o ur 4U(:!S\.ion. Here "e fi ud 

il. wr1tLeo th~t not Judah, but Benjamin, t ook 

I. he µ Lunge first; therefor~ " e hAv e no evidence 

1 rom "'hi ch Lo couc l ucie t he r e is a ny s i~ificance 

Ln Lhe couplin~ of Judah and /~' / ../\ t' i 111 in 

l'irke a . l<abui ~liezer. 

Sifre Ueutero nomy (Friedmunn 306 ) on Deuteronomy 

32 :3 pro11oscs that/-•1
1; .11~11 1 1 is the co nsumHte r eason 

fnr Israel's goi n g d<H\n to Eeypt : "only i n order 

Lhat God mi~ht wnrk ~tiracles a nd cfo mia::hty w" rks, 

f0r the p u q1ose of hul lo '- in~ His holy ncsmt: in the 

" O J ' ld :SU 

The M1drtts11 11;.is b rou~b t u~ \. n o well-koo"'n 

l'rinc i;Jl t? 1n th e stuny of ~l1racles: D..,.1 '.u i o 1~; 

~s 11c find rcµe .'.l l etl i n toe "·~kiltd d . I<. Simeou 

11 . \oha1, uod works ~ '<J J i;iBu ./\1 1 1 • .:JC and Ul.S 1u1111 e 

3 1 
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g rows in t. he \\Orld .
5 1 u:- , l.11 t he MekJ.11.u '1 . Ii. lsh111e:s e l, 

Moi:;es i s q uo t.ed as te1Jins I s r a el , " wh en Pv e r y o J 

u r g u e wi t.h me God perfo r ms 1·o r you Mi r<td.~s a n d 

n.ig,hty d eeds , a ud His n ame he c o me s ~reJ t .io "he 

" o rld. 
11 52 

Howe v e r, Uod ' s name cnn not ~row - can n o t 

b t!come kno\\'n i n t.h e ~ orl d u n L..:ss the~e Mi. r -icl es 

a 11 d mi l!hty deed s get s o me 11 ! . K . " ltc f ind a discussi o n 

o f l be i mpo r tan ce o f pub lJ. c i ~ ing tlte Mira cl e i.n 

ShahbaL 70 . l t dev o lves drou n d tne iss u e o f whethe r 

r.ia ~ntai ninfl, a 11o use l ~mp on ::>ha obat. o r t he Httnnu1<at\ 

l 1:tmv \\\he n bo th can no L IJe a ft o rdedJ i s mo r e i m11o rl.1rn t . 

A1.: c o r d J.ng Le) a<<iba, Lu e 1io use 1 HmJJ 1\ ins out 

o~ c ...: u s e o f t he c on c e iJ l of ..A' ;; ,,c1{- wi t houl Lh~ 

IH> us~ l eimp " e • c1 a L 1 o e t.ri µ i) l.ng ove r LIU.O!!,S o r 

do ing. Lhin&s by tt c c 1 tlent. in \.he dark \\u.l\.:h mi t1;ht 

v i o l a t e th e ~8 bbath . u ut, oe t" ~en afr ·ordi n~ the 

1\.l11e f o r t.h e " k i dd u so ha ) om" o r t he ma i. n t e nanc .... 

o f t he Hannuka h lamv, Ra ba i s unsur e, s .>.uce t. h e 

llaonuka h ! Amp " /C..0 •..J ' JJ 10 JfJ 11 
- ma k e s kn o"n 

\. n c M1ru c1e. 

1'nc f a ct. t.ha t '~10) '/J in l. hi s i n s t a nce d oes 

n o t. c l ear ly "1un o u t" a nd l h a t , 1:d th c>u~1 1 wc.: l l-kn n 1\n, 

tl. dol:!s11 · t u p p ear as fre~ ueri tly ai:: o t h e r 11r i n c i n l c s 

su 1...1~ t:b L S l.lwt it i s p~ rt o f a mi 11 0 1· 1 t .v p l a uk. A11 cJ, 

111 os 1. l o~ .i c a l ly , t l\ct t minu r t ty ~ 0ul d h £2 \ 1 e i>~ en Lhu::> e 

1•l •1J ar~ p r edu 111 i n .in \. I y con~erned w.>. \.h 

J.f "e c o 1n.inue t u ::. e a r t.: h t he ~adrAsn fo r ::.q1,n s 

o t o t h e r i n d iv.i u u l1 J S 1111 0 i.n \.h t: tta b u i nic " n ow" a re 

c o ncerne d \Hth no invo lvc u \\i\.h iw1.iracles , we c o me 

/!' I ~ I c /J II ' 

l n a l'(a hn 1 r1 ic \.ilc s .i.s \OOL t.an n a i t i c o r alllorttic 

llu l J u f t :, ;:, l , ~ =-n.i.L l e J The 11as J.d i.n ·1almtHll C Li tera ture" 

-



r 
:--11 •• tr,~ ~in ~.c r· cx 11 rcs~cs C<lnft>'>i o n o ve r "-d J f .;1<ti10 

l\Oh l ~ r· ~ v n r io ,.., d ef i nitions 'lf" :S 'N> ;" :\ n. I in 

,•;, rt i c 11 I il r " "' " r at• • o f works ." '>~ C.c l\ r 1·.e J· ou t ":oore , 

h01•CV c r· 1h1;, ~· • .: s t s t11al 1.11 ~:- c i :-. o v u! i. .:": c nnnuct i on 

>Cl .. (:C lt tl t C 

" ,><.JIJ ' l ' ) I~ ti i r 1 l.00, l !h; l..J ( I ll 1• l lil 1h11I I tl tl 

.J . 1Jl1S8 i.1 : i~ilth • -,111.uh ~ :1 3 . l't1us , i:c t l t11.1 c:a 

, , ., .... or''"' •• fro:·. "\.h e lu st. o f Lhe ... Lr .. LlC "'' rk1.. rs, 

Ln ·' • ~Lv II 
l C1 l.l1c / ' ) "I I ; fro ,. ~u.1·J~ lo..! 

\. . 1 Hus l u. 

Uy S ilu·.e r•., 0\\11 r e c kn !1Lnf! l l. c 1ws l~ h11 \\er e : 

s c lird a rs 1•.h11 d l s "J ) ayed f r Cri l li e v oL1 v 11 1.u l. 1:c 
c o . .i;i: <1 n cl c~u.: n Ls n 11d tn~i r fut fil t m~·nl •• • Tlh:J' 
\\ClC .. t mn . ..;l Cl!r l .i i u l y dll rl L t.: C ,J l C«l 1••H'' I.. ,,. 1. 11 (! 
••Ii i• ~ 1.J " 'lOf r r<a b 'l ini c S oa..:Lc'ty , t..: f'J n~o r l l. nj:! 
\'l llt \. he ::>.1~.:s \ / 1

.AJ..J f) ) , ~ t l J:.d it. i n" wi th 
tl 1\.'111 i 11 s l ,1li.\ u n J 11 i .-t1 ly rc~dr<J•·d by tn1·m. ; 1 

l!H..:e ._. ,.., a i.:, 1\ u f i nd hab~ i n .&.c.; . ~oci t! ly ,or1.1 .1:,ed 

;,::; c l c.111 ~ lo•1 .. ~ ru t. e o f clcmcn t .s ; .• n l ncl u .::. ive, 

..! I I - i l t I Ill', 11 r 1 .i ! 

c. is ... u.,,~ i o1 1s i 11 v o lv1 a f. nu:, i ,1 1.1 ~·rt ~: 1>l l r~ a..:l.:~ 

,. 1 ..:u r i •I Liie Ta Jt11u :J m1·d11 l .) 11. Lile ma,.,ec1n.u 1,f 

"': . o.Jl1 •1e: t. 1.11 ~l i.1obv \. l.:!l,1 Jr· c1 c c :1tu 1·y . 11 c .., '- l •1 1.ull 

) 
I 
') 

f • I ,. ,...,,1,,J 
' . I • 

I • t,' 

1 
I It• 

c l ' ,_, 

' I I ... I t 1 

.. . 1 ... • i.11b l> i s : c r 1o i ltco 
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isl1 . :-; 1t .·~ n ' t 

t.' , t. 1.,.:. ,r 

t.! '1Cll 'l l.h« r 
I n..:..: f r • .. 

lll • .a111011 11c e 
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<..: ur a tt..eu ii o u 1. .:i ctra v•n ouw~ver 1. 0 wna \. f o.'. !o"s 

' . iUuw i 's Sliit1::.ue nt; Lor the t ex t u ..:x t.. n :idtes tuol 

o f ire oreaks ou t. l.u t. th ? c o urt.)Hrd. ,JL ou~ Josei-u o . 

::> 1.ma i. n hen " ne ~ep;.u oris ~a rrison c o!lle..: t 1' ex1..1. n~uish 

it. , iu hono J r of Lhe .:>ul.Jod t.ll, Jos e1, h l\O• '1.. l et t l\ em 

e x1..1 11g ui 1i h ii • .!!_ l.1.1.ra..: l e ba1:pc ns: r n 1 11 d e'5ce11as .ind 
. 56 

l!X t in~ u.a. slies t.1\e fire . 

ThJ t e v eniap. Joseph sends u re .... a rd Lo eu ci1 111'1U 

in the ll.arrison • .• ne n the ..,a ge s hea r about. tlu. ~ t <iey 

repea t th e t.tishoai c s ta t. ~ment . r r om u1 i s 11 e a edu~e 

1..ha t , accord J. n ~ to the ·"iarasn, Uti t hrou~h 1. 1e 

occu rence of t. he Mi rac le , Joseµb ac t s a ppro pr ia L\: ly ; 

uu \. by ~ay in~ l n~10 r o r no t p uttl.n)L o u r \. . ~ l .l.re, 

1.h 1 .5 l:iosi ci 1. s o v e1 ·µ r o tt!ctin ti t..lte ..,a b ou 1..h . 

t he issue in 3nabba t L~ l b i s "net.Ile r onl! c an 

ki. l 1 a s11ttke o n t.he .::1a b1>a t u. 111 t u is !111. d r u s h \\e 

L~arn t.hctt a t nnna r e c1.ted IJcfor \: 4th ~e11Lury cimora 

lan d o ue-t1u11.: neau o f ::>ura) nabl.Hill o . ·~· Huua , " Jf 

y u u ki 1 l ci soctke or sco rpion ou t. he Sabl)8th yo u u ps-! t 

l.ne j.J l.OUS . .. 

l<ab oab ci ns \\ e r s "concernt.nf!, these /- ' ~ • u (' , L fle 

,,(. t d • d 57 'J . . F "'....> n a r e l. Si.J l euse • he C1.SCu~s1 0 11 c o n t 1. n tles: 

>\ t1e n t< . Huna, :.!nd ~ener.i ti on a mo ra utH I (jllo tn l! r un~-

t Lme head o f ::>ura, sees a ni::rn lcil I a was ,1, ne sar cas

th:a l •y as!<s "ha v e y o u ki11cd them a ll ?" RRobah 

cHset~rees with the f attt 1 is t. Lc Huna ; n~ ~ u;;~es t ::. tiia t 

i 1 one cornes upon ::. no!«?S :.nd scor1no11s ;\u cl ki LI s 

1.11e:tJ, l L 'S 8iJj1dr en t. 1. UGt t J. L \\ 8S f a t.e d \.O ec o use t o r 

1.. 11em 1.. 0 kilt h1.1n \\Ou1 u u a v e oe.!11 t ile 1\i:itu r .JL v r'1..!r 

- b u\.. ue r .... 1..he o r de r LS Up ::.e t ! J o u l, .1.t on~ Gno.;!.S uo l 



r 
kif I l. l 1C .<1 l l. LS .l 1· . a r~n l. Lh !! t. llH.'Y :(l1•PJ l 11 It ve 

1< 11l 1.!<l 1H m• ho."':! V1.: r, i n llns cu~..: a Miru c l e i t. 

,,.? r f o r .J...:d 'HI \. I>~ .c.t: n' 8 h4'- 0 .. If - ii ll tl t! V'.!11 Lll •1 U !-,h 

~ 11 i~ 1 • t! ~ J t! 1h 1l!sn ' L k i l ! l.HC .snv kc o. ...-..,; .1r , l •• n 011 

.;0 . 11.,, tn L , l lll:/ 1·>'1 1 l. la l• hi.re: t.he r •..: i ., l i ·: ~ lht! 

.' 1 r ucl 1t . 

Th i s \li ur;i ~h r t.:Vt:tt l s 11ltH.:li rlOttU 1. Lit ._ t.~n . .;io n 

""".> fl .l. l a ls11 ex •• rc sl: c := .• 

111 .... !<! l. lrth l fj JI 1..: 1~ s 1,acc . Tht: 1{ .l. l'ucle ~ <"•lt: S 

1..111. .1 ,; l .ly l. 11 l ·C.d. S uf.le Li nr~e , 1 11 1· l. hc: ~ake u t .Hr<: 

l1 C> i s OVt:rZcol o u .,,, . , l.)rJ..J t t l•c ~Ouo "h , <l .w1 r •• ..: 1 e 

.1..:1.: urs ( o n lh~ :-lahu u l nl .> ilol\ CV\!f' , \'t ~ rc u 1 .I. o l 

k ct ll •Hnic ~ocic ty /'' l 1 1J n " ' ' t: . t! <.:rrn l tl be! n o \1 r der 

;:;nd "o ,..C' 1
1

()/i t?X l s l. by v irl ~ 1 c o f / 1
' J t> e1nd 

v1~e \'crsa - Lo 1 cl .1er 

=-'llabu.it 1501> \ e lls u~ t hu\. a or e ,. c11 \\ <I S rnu d e 

i11 th e ri l•ld Of 11 l '1H') j I.<: i .,; 11 h .,Ut t ·1 r11 1l ('t 

I enc~ nr :i n ti i l " hew h~ rc:u \·rnb~ rs i ~ t s l. I •~.: :'all'l8lll. 

lh•cC1·1.!>~ 11 e 1·c rrut ns , H \ l ir;icl c is 

fr1 •.. ~Il l s !Ju ::t h \ he ~' r1? 

I . • ~8 d 
' l V c l1.001,;; <l c ~ ur 111 ~ l o "D•>V," 1.lic ••' >Ll f '' l cHl 

t?X t. r a o r u 1 ! .. "! f'Y 1.1·..: c or l>u1:>l1 ~u!"> ,• o:-·,~ 11. til t? ,, l Oi.JS 

is <: frct~ lH.!lll I ll..? . 1'\~ll i. n , (.!H. f ·, J lb l.n !'t: .:el Vo; 

t' .. 1Vor11 l> l e l.f't:•• l 'lh: U l ••. u MJ. <' oc J c •• • t n r lll b 

1.rur l l cl t i n t. ne~e l.h d r ••sn l /D 1.: . ir 1-.t.111L fl (.. Ll1 e 

~ .' ' ; 1110 t11\: Mtru \.: • e .1. .S t.iu: n o l.l OD Lil.:al. Lt1 i~ 

, u r\. ti..:ul r ~t:t'ucn l o f J,._1bb1uic Societ · C"ll.lll! :J c ,, cnu 
-,~ 

11 !1 A! J. r ::cle:z . l ! l fo~ l, ~nclb n.• l 33 b l.1:t1~ JS , 
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Mlrlicles are t11uu~h t. o f t>y th~ ? ' .. • as 111o re 

d t: j;enda ble thun certa1nly \\o me n l8S we' ve learned 

~lse" li ere: "'omen ttrt li ~ht-heHdeu and fickle). 

ln this M1drash we fine ..!nd c".?ntury La nna, 

., l.meon oar Yonai., nJ <li 'i~ "'i th n L s so11 fr<>m the 

1w 111a ns 111 t.t,t .(>1-},v , 1 _11 ',.J • 11 11i.le they ui.de out 

L1tere, Su1eon's "'ife sne~ks iu 141.tll breHd and ... n.er. 

tJu \., on..:e 1..hc J..r execu tio n Jee rec oecon.es eve u 1nore 

s evere, ~imeo.i tells 41.L l:i son '' wolll~n are u11Sl.dble; 

tne l<omans muy torture your 111 ot.h~r unu ::.11e' 11 

~ive us away. 11 ~o Simeun ~od his son leAv~ and 

11i de fo r l i yea r s in a cuve. TIHS tim\; luey suOSJ.:it., 

no l throu~h the graces of s"me un de p endable ~oman, 

out the y iel o o f a carob tre~ uud "ater fro111 tt ~ell; 

bo th o f which 11 ere creci ted f f)r them by a )tl.racle. 

r in undercurrent i n l.hi s loiidrash, as we 11 as the 

o the r Mi.drashim- in which r ' l'c 0 a re mentionned in 

connection \\ith Miracles is l.ha t there's an 

expectati on a nd a faith t.ll a t ~Miracle will be 

wrou~hL for the pious , t e Mirucle awu its jus t 

c r o un ct the corner •• . it. is fiar l. of 11is !'la t.ural 

u ruer . 

\\e udve c.11us far en.;o untere u seve r tt l ind ivl d l..ld ls 

11 t1 0 cip 1 e <1r iu '').h.racle" Au.drush1m: !)ro"nc t., ua sid, 

'' av" and "r.i~hteo : · s gentile . " i:>ut., toe re remai ns 

) el another vurie t.y of M1drashim which OJ.&cuss~s 

11ra c I es: t.ti.drashJ.m wlu.ctl are performert ~y and/or 

fo r "tout l e mo nde." 

h?rha tl S th e 111ost s1..r lkin1t as pect of t he 

favora bl e l{uboinic tre atmenl o f 11 1..ollect.ive 111irucles" 

1 s its lttck o1 quan Li l.y; they e:sre not near Ly tts 



uumt: r ous a s A1irac les \!O n(.'.erniug ino ivio ua ls. Le t u s 

1,J La n L tht: ques Lion " why" (do "e e ncounl.e r fe,~ e r 

colle~t ivt:: Mi.racles) 1n tbe ba ck of our miuas , 

us '' ~ 1Jr o1.:eeo Lu t&kt:: 1uvu111.or.) o t t.ll os~ 

1.: o ll ec tiv~ ~i.rac l es ~ hi~h do e xi s t. 60 

Une "grouµ" tor \\h01.a •11. :- ~ cle.s u. i~b " seem to 

o..:cur i s the "Flood Gene ration." 8anh~arin lvob 

rep o t' l.S tha t in order that this generAti 1>n wo uld 

rc~ent, God bas tne s un rise f o r l.hem .1.11 ine 

•1 est &nd se \.. J.O the ee:t st: 
r 

1)1/~ I ~ , )'ti' 
_/\

1 e1 C)r] 

Urba~h mHinl. a i ns tha t thi s chan,e in the 

order o f the unive r se , does not constitute a 

:.11.racle. And, a l t h o ur:h he l a y s d own no cHa ti ng1.1ish ine.: 

c ri t~ria Oe t.\\e t:n Mu ·ac le a nti Order 1.: h a nge he r e , 

Urbach ho l d~ ,c.ha t in t ht: days o t t he aruor11l.01 , 

l.!l1uni.e.es in tne Nu 1.ura t Urcler urt: col!l ill J!, l. O 1..he 

fore; out Mir~cl~ s vi s b vis Na tura l ~ rd~r s 1.ill 

,, r ~::.~nt n o .::ont li e l f o r t.n e .::>o&~s. 

~an ~ e decipher with a ny Less controver~y, 

~o ll ec1.i ve Mi.racles (as opposed t o ~a turo1 u rde r 

~nange) \\U .&.ch l.&k l! p l uce conc2rn1.n,i. 1. 11.! t<alJIHS ' 

uli.1m1J l.. e '' c o llective:" !:;r~e l 'l 

~o r 1s r ae l, a ll o ther c r ea tures "ere ins tructed 

to 1.:hang, e the ir na turc,if Israel sbnula need their 

IH::d µ in thi::! c o u r se o f hi s Lory. 6 1 

1'1la t God im1, l <J n t:::> I.h o! possi bit i Ly of 

'c11<.1 n ,-, O?s" f o r l s r a c l' s s ake is rc:i Lc rated irt t he 

,\.,::ki l t t1. '>1 t< • . "\ imeon IJ. Yotla i Luti : 14 . . -iays H. . Sime t}I) 

II . (;u111l 1. el, W!lt!rl t.Od C&U:<CS IJread '-" t.OOI C! dO"n and 



t o r them L h~ ~orks 01 ~re; tio n : 

1 
> •• ~tN ; iL b l.te.sts Lo h u\\ Sl,,e\.: ial .L s r h t! L 1 ...; Lu uoo . 

tto• ·eve r, t.h e Le rm "nes" 1s t o una "'ith a110 Ll1 E: r 

' \.:ollt!Ct..ive" r? idr, i>h : c.cc 1es10.::.1.es k c.1 ba t : 11 dsks: 

n o" ma uy Mirucles are worked f o r I s r J c l, Hfte r 

t hey ltft egyµ l. a n d befo re t. lley "eut. nur..'!"
63 

~00 10 not one of t.nese p r e-deµ a r t ure 1..ira cles 

be t.hn t "hicb is repori ed by H. ~In lts 111 : i.rke 

u . H. C:l idzer 5db ( puge .JJ2) ev e ra Lho ut1- h :..Ile 

s~cc ifi c term nes n~ver upp elirs ? 

, 11 t.111? chi l d r<!n !11 the l s r cie l i \.ts whom l.lle 
a!.C:;Yi.: l-i <'l n s \.:ttSt i. 11Lo the riv~r d i .I no t d i e . 
!'Ile riv e r cliSl them u p ;,nd t. t1 re~ tllem into 
Liie d..?61::rl. o f l::.gyµ t. 

\;a· , .... o ul d it ue an.)' th1 n f_ IH1l a co l le..:l. 1ve : .. i.r<Jc l e 

,, 11e n ~efer nf!,,~8dU ia 4 5a t e ll s US! \h~O tnc c.g.)'j1 l .Hill.::. 

i.:0 1h: Lo k il I 1. 1~ e lsra<! l i Le b a b1 c s, t.11 e i:;r o u nd 

S\\d .l LOl'I - uµ t.he O<:t bic s e n c! the ir JJO t..U~r.::.. J:be o 

Lh e 1!.Q'P t ians orin!I. l.n oxeu tl n li !J i ll U~ll 0 11 ~ 1 · t11e111 . 

u u l., once th~ c.gy11t.H1ns t ea \' e , cne J..Srtt e 11. tc? 

1110 l. 11c rs und c nl l d r en ll r eaK tnrou~h 1.he car c.h .an d 

C~llllt: (I UL •Ill.Ke \. 1 ! ~ E:; rASS o t ttae J i e l d . .. 

~1ese oab 1. ~s ~ ro~ u~ t. o becume Lhc ll.rs t Lo 

r1Jco i:,n1ze u o a ~neu .1~ r t:veal s nimsc l f Il l. th e He ct 

::ieu . ;\ t wo r k t1erc t lle11 i. s u s iut; Llle cxµerie nce o f 

~:1r ac.: I~ as th e c r iterion C'll f or .. 1at.i o n of a n e l 1te 

ev en 1'. il.h .i 11 l.IH! c o lle ... l.1V .-! l l.St lf. voes s uch a 

110 Lio n o f an e1 1t~ w1t.t11n dn e lite mt:1n1r cs t a 

• 
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"µ01i1..i.c u 1 s i.tua Ll. 110: of t.n o.::.e 1n v o r111:t. H 

laud&Lory lreate~~n 1.. of M.lrtt~les uuuoi n~ the l.• 

gr nulJ ano tho~e wnu i.oentily posl. L.tv c.1..i ~i.tn 

Ml.rdc l~s ••• as suµ~ri.or1 

Tha t \. llc r e is a view of "gr adations ·· ev~n 

1 iltnn Lhe ex j'lerienc e o f c o llective .11arucle 1s 

:x:1res se<J in a Ml.urash ~·n1..:n a pµ t: rs u1 l uma ·1~a, 

a nt.I ,:,I.Ire 1'4Umhers 8~ 1 S CX1Jl a nation Of tile 1 01!; 1 :::.tiCS 

o 1 '-be co 1 1ecti.v~ Miracle of the 111an .. a: 

1-~o r t.ht! ri gn teouis the man •• a lClL i11 1 r o11 L 
o i Ln1::i.r oom~s; ora1n<\ ry men uao t o go to 
Lue 1'1. 1.: ld anu ~.....t.oe r it; uu" 1.he wid\ed 
1 o un<.I i.t on1y after a tabor.tous th!d r c n . 

l\ll li t aiJp..:ars Herl! t Uen l.~ .. ul ..1.U1.:8 0 1 l.u<.ll.\t 1.0Ua lS 

"J..Llil.O 0. coll<!Cl.l.V~; us ".&.l..111.u "tt&.l 01 us;" 

1Ju 1.., nev <! 1· t1 11.? less all 1Jro111.ing trow 1..ut! "\lno1::rful, 

1uo rv elou s , .isu • t-1 t-JU::S t - a,r ..:<' t •nrt-tcl e . 

,, re luere ~.iro.c les "hich 111aKe us "4u eve l " 

a 11 a .\u. rdc 1es w1u. ~b make us i.rownt No, 1aore 11Kei...Y, 

in Lue M.ldrasn, there tt re JUSt thuse t<abb is wtto 

quevel over J1oa1ractes and t hose \\hO 1ro w11 tto o at 

Lhem ; an..1 eve11 ~orue wh o may 1>rov~ ar.i..1 .1. a l1::nt. 

11uvi11~ aealt wit. II tavoraute ltaoo1111.1: trea tments 

O J t.he A'll.rucl e, J.t l. ~ 110W lJ.. lllC t o 1.urn Ou r o\.\..:lll:l.00 

L o th .... o "ue J end 0 1 l.h~ 1 .. :: nuulum ; t o Lhose ,.-..iurashim 

wl11 cn ex µ ress a µut- ao1\n C' l .,1racLes and treatwCnls 

w11 .t<.:l1 mah:t: L l b h t. of aarucl ~s. 

Lne mo1.ivu tions tor aevrectttJ.nft!. Lne M1.rac..:1e 

.s r e tt rl .:o. u ue si.h .. h 111 01.. ..l\ ~ 1.::. t.!.uuoc...1..ea 111 the uo\.ion 

ttmon E!, some t<aou:i.s tho t bl l.rac les c onuo l~ <W ti~ndeu~e . 

• 
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T:'"l e ~abbis who are r-espon sibl e for Leviticu s 

Kd b a 34 : 14 write thnt even the " weak" depreca te 

Mir acles . 64 In this tex t R. Jose the Galil e a n 

b r ings home Elea zar b . Azuri eh o ne night as o dinner 

quest . R. Jose' s i mpud e n t wife ( known a r ound- town 

t o= insul t ing him in the pr esence o f his d isciples ) 

has been cookino something o n t he s t ove . 

When n. J ose asks "what ' s c ooking '?" Mr- s . Jose 

.rns\.ers "vegetaria."'l .11c.sh." Bu t , R. Jos e uncovers 

the pot , und ••• lo )Od behold ••• it ' s chicken! 

~er R . Jo s~ a r ks hFr lo ex~l a in her lie , hi ~ wife 

~nswers, i t must have bPen u Miracle . If t"'le ·,..eak 

c .. n 1· i ri i c u le Miracl e's , Lhen to a certain element, 

t .e ~ir ~cle is by no ~c ~ns sacrec ! 

From ~he ~iracle ' s as5oci t ion ith weakness , 

it is but a short d i s tance to the ~i ' acle as e~~ 'e~ 

o f t •e ' imini shed s~ate; and , t h erP ~ore 0 ne ~oes !1o t 

liv-: in " 11rea t exr>ectat i on.:; " of t"'r· ~'i r _, cle . T is 

i ~ t r ~es sage of Sha b • ot 32 u . 

In thi~ ~idras~ we fi n~ R . 11'- • (Yannai) sta!:ing 

:> c <. si tl o n ·., ·. ich ne r a t es "O t h ;:,. r~l i ance "'" :-'iracl P S , 

a~L t '1e v3l u~ - ion cf ~iracles ~~en "le ~uvs : 

.•hen 1: . Ho!1in c '1ci J l enr-e s Y " n n .11 .ror u n r .:-of 

teyl, Yann" i r ilec; 3,..-e :.. 32 : 10 : 
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1. r e nri c'ic. ic"" cf ~ori.!s , "=>ceciall y 

.in l i r''l t o ~ c.ur r rnv i c.tl"> f n ·l incs c:onc 0 rninn f .:. vorinc 

stance s o n ~ir~c} P s . ·h <>re ~s :rn - n i- ::"1,.. "::' avoral le" 'i ~-

t'i::!:him it i s " for t"lo meri t " Of l:'C!St '!.rd rrpsont 11 \•/0rth ies " 

1 '.e t: l·:i r acle.: occur, in .. ,is t eY t '" 'o" C' ~ is u " der'uction of 

e ri ts " . lrlicul~r r r ouo associ ~ teri ~ith 

'•' irnc)e c; h -'1·: alre.:-dv heen i rPnUf jr.>rl as "~·-,, · 011'' , t\iP 

~~~i s i"'l -ha hat 32& chi ose tc us~ th~ ~roof tox t ccntai~ 

ir.r tl) e vPr ~' tPr 'n /·'i ' Of1 in .;1_.-, :-,. .,,., . .:ic; tc " c;"""lcc ': ·c.,,•n " 

,.p - o from "'.-.ron~erfuJ r·ii:- arJ~ !" .. ,., " w1ir!t 

r.:.<..f i t !"irdcle"." 

Points o r demerit s fer Vi c- ,-, cl es ; t!'"li" 'l"ld",' i... ,.,, issue 

o f :·habb;>t -:3b ( may be hec a•JS"' c l so at issu~ h~re i!: 

·:h<>ther ~· irdc1 e a l"' = c ·. no~ of t ..., ~ Ni!tural urdr ·r a r e o nC' and 

I ne sa:ne . ) 

In Shabba t 5 3J.-. a non ' ~ wi f e 1tcs ~i"'d, lea vin0 him ·,.Jit 1• 

" c '1 il d "ho h rls lo bt! suckl pr: . '!'I-iii: .., ,._ n C'1 nnot af for t to 

-: cy a w~t-nurse; whereuoon a l'' i racl c is re r foi-me.-: fo r h i m: 
( r c ) 

his t reasts f ill wit'l mil k and he suc~~les th c t i ld . -· · 

Th 0 c ~ntrover sy ~hie~ Pn3ues i~ o v e r w~etl r r ~ i E T d n 

is ri s u perio r individual in that a ~irac le i~ n<>rfcrmeJ fer 

l. i:n o r an inferjor o ne. R . Jcs"'n~1 b . "iyya , 4 ~· cP .... tury 

t' hilan th r ori st , vineyu r rl owner an':l r:e r ka v e:h ~ys tic , tdkes 
( t.9 ) 

thQ oo~ition t ha t t e m~ n i ~ ~ ~rea t ~~n . Abaye , h n w-

ever , says t~e man i s infer ior ••• l / )t •• • bee-use he 

n,;-.tt.:rc:.l orc~er is c .::.n ec f or hirr. . There is ;-r i'"! .. erc . anc e 

her e of h e term~ CJ a:id .-A'-?/l Jfti ''.11C t ·J..AC..J 

Has!i i , jn suo,.c rt 0 f ;:,j•,;.ye , writes :ha t t.h e m.:n ' s 

i nferiority i :> i--:•icated by t• e ~cct t'r:.al ;,e ··oe s n ' t " merit 

t 11e r:- rites cf ren1unec .Jtion" ; R;;,.::..,i 11ses his ·,ra r d st ick 

, 1C o r / I JC • ~ever a l 
c<>nt1.r i es af ter Rae:; i , i . i s tex-i: st i.l :)Qt'er s i lrbach , ith 

r,,'"'c r ~ 1 0 th"' afo :.. ""M""n L · o ned :>wi tc 1 of ter ms O..J and 

I • .JJl.CJ • l:rbJc·. con -:l u r:e s t ha t 'r-ec au s e we 

~on ' t h e ar nf cnv ~ct 0r th~ ~~n ' s w~ ich ~ould warr~nt hin 

·e ttinn a ~irac1"' , t~1s j 5 J ~=eac~ ir - ~~ n1tural o r d er 
' 
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hut no t a miracle . 

Urb~ch ' s ~ias i s showinr; ~e a~ lie - 1 i s own oo s itive 

persrecti v e of Mi racles ( ~P helon s t r our Cha p ter I) to 

.,•ho t s!.rul t:: ~ave b e e:i c: r.ic ro objPctive ev a luation . Sy t~ is 

U~bac· ~os created his own se t of ~istinc t i on s : t~e ~iracle 

i·; .;o:.ie t r'l inc; " roo d ", a change in the natura l order sornEt l'\ i n o 

'' l'dd " . 

~- acl: in t '1 e R~bbi :iic world ••• s< ir.e Ra hbis are f r owni no 

o n t1- Miracl r t ecr use lhe 1 a socia te i: ~it 1 Je n - er . .e 

~ave already Ancou1 tered the ? rinciple state d .y ~ . Yannai 
( 70 ) 

in S'iab~a t 3 2c that one doe ~n ' t s land i n c: ~lace of danqer : 

a ;:;!ac e o f danc er ~or Ya:-inei be i·-w a br i '11e , for R . Zera " o u t 

"'11ong t'ie oalm tre es on a day ·,1i t'1 a st~ong s outhwind" , and 

for Ra shi - commen~i n~ on ~h2bba t 32 - a n inclined wal l . 

T'i~ rase o~ tho '~anin - wall , rl oce o f d a n ner , is found 

in Taan it ~ob . There wa s a d il do i ria ted wall standing i n 

::e'i .... rdea fo::- ~o,.,e 13 •e a rs . Rav a nc! .:idml!e l always oo an,.1nd 

it . ~ut , one ~ay t1~y pass t h e wall w~en in Lhe ccmndn y o f 

Ad \l b . Ahava a:-id l ~ i s tl7.e Ra v ~ecides t~ Pre is no neec 

- o L6ke nreca~ ~ions because ~da ' s ~eri - i s s o " reat , no 

t hinc will a··rnen to t "~rn . l':> t only ;{av bu t ~ . luna " lec'"'I S 

o n" .:i ·la r . Ah 1v a ' 

a i ilc:H"i "" ated 11i:rn-;e . He i-.rin -s , •.. ;. !da l .ere <;o t': d t t 'i e 

"I< use wo '": ' r f,;1 1 11?".li. ll ' ~ · ::--P j s r e .,.r- vec . ..:.s socn as 

u': hr> i nc1Jrs q . •\"'rla ' s wr a th si nce i t 

i - ~ ... ~ ...i •...., - , t '- .c. ::on ree :: with " . v'l nn 2 i ' s •· l"PVf> r stanr' in 'l 

rl~re of r' d!1n rr" · ~jrri rle ( ~ri...: ·.., <e - robahlv ~Oe!'n ' t. like 

~ "'in~ u ~od f>i ~hPr.) 

• / ' ,r ' !•" l.• • I ./ I ~() -').- c-f 
T1·· 0 ~ rinr:'i 1 le o f J;i .J C /Ii'""' r ., ..... ' IV I' r 

... .i ri t 11e r e f l a ~ j on;,r-1 - ... r 1i ,.. ,..n t o~ Y'i racles • • • i ~ ex-

t,..n er.: fr')· • 1 "'hysic ~ , • 1e ~~icitual realm : one s ...,oulc 
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Avodatt Za r ah 1 8b r-Pl ?i tes hO'.oJ thi s Pxten s i o n ) n to t he 

S:)iri t u a l r-ealm ca"'e - ho u t i n a s itua tio n in vo l v i no R. r:e) r -

a nrl - Famil y . I "' 1 '°.,r"' "'m·· ~.,. ru r i .lh ' s <;i c; t or has boe n olac ed 

i~ d b ro thel , an~ how Rabbi ~eir sets out to r ansom e r . 

J.E•jr think s : i f sl-,c '1"lsn ' t bee n sub jec ted to a:1y t '1 i ng 

wr onn , ~ ~ir aclP will be wr ouoht fo r '1er . On a ~r j vino a t 

th e bro t he l M. ~eir nu t s her to the test . He d i saui s e s 

Li,- s elf and p r etends t o be a c ustomer. 6u t h is s i s ter- i n -

law turns h i m r'l own s a v i no she ' s 1(.JIC. /CJ..Jle. ? ( '' in wo:n~n ' s 

wuy". ) 4 i s testina continues ••• "'l e r enlies ''I ' ll \..iait . " 

T~ i ~ lime sh e s u oqe sts he oo t o o n e of the pre t tier g irl s . 

!•:o w ~abbi •"'eir knows sh e " hasn ' t been sub · ec t e d ro any t h i nq 

wrono '', s h e ~as r e s iste d t err t~ti c n . Could the Mi racl e be 

••• bei nr· in a n l oc e o f da n cer a nd no t h<: v i ng any t h i ng 

ha:--?en 7 Or does t ' 1is tell u s tha t o nl y o n e w'1o ~as not 

been t acnishPd j s woct~y of a Miracle? 

Tlie wa rde n a ccep t s ~abbi !"eir ' s br i be ( s o there is 

no r:i r dcl e i n vo lved i n 1-.er obta in )no f c eed om . ) The 

irony of c our s e i s t hat we know Berur i ah d ies •1a v ng 

net r P.sis ted te~ota tion . She comnits suic)de a fter beinc 

se:u c e d by one o f Meir ' s studen t s ( a ' leas t s o re r o rts 

~osh Hashon ah 18 .) 

Th e t , read of t h)s Mi d r as, is n icked uo jn a secies 

o f " v i r· n e tte s " wr ich " turn t~e tabl e s" - men beino SE"cuc e d 

~y ~oman ma tco ns as re~o= teo in Kiddu s~in 3Sb a~ ~ 40a . 

!. r c.J '.J n6 N t r i es to s ,,.c:uce HabJi ...;ani na b . Paoni . 

~·o d P&en,; h i f" hono r '1 e nronounc0 s a c e rtain fo r mu la s o 

t 1 ., L i,o i ls .. '1c s c abs wi l - c o v r his ~-ccy ( stra.:n s o= 
r ~ruriah ' s ~ i ster Sa!i r the r e a re ~rettier o nes.) But 

t· e ,ai r ) n a i s not 0 a$il turned off; s,e dce s somet h)Pg 

t"' e t heals hirr . 4anina f lee s to t "'.e 'bat~house ( men ' s 

roorn~) ThP n e x t mor~ in" t~ e Rabbi s assess t h e situati o n 

anc ·.,renounce t :1c fo ll o wi11 c onc l u s )on: " oerhaps you were 

temnt~d wi th i mmo r ! li t y an~ ~uc~essful ly re Fi s ted 
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( 1 .JP ' 1 J _.,[ 3 ' J ) because it wa ~~ t auq'1 t "He who is t e mp ted 

~ith i rr morality and successfully resists , a Miracle is 

:i~rformed fo r him. 11 ( 
71 ) 

In Ki ddus i in ~0,a Rabbi : adok r esist s ~,c a d va nc es o f a 

m:; lrona by c nminr; u wi th that t y-:>ica l i..,roman ' s excuse " I ' ve 

... ot a headache . '' l•'o ce ~recisely Raob i =adok s ·.ys e n .'[ f 
r/c,.) '[(?2 ) - cm·' I ' :r. t.:nah l e . ,\:-. fjn<"'lly Ra bbi Ka~ana 

avoi •s s-duc ion by ask in~ thet he he a , lo~ ed !irst to 

a ·..:o rn hinsel f ( anot er " wo:":'lan ' s PX<:u se : " let rie ~o• .... er my 

no~e".) 

So c ommitted is K?.hdna L< re~istinn te~ptation tha t 

he r-oi:s to '1ro\; himself off t'ie roof. i=-ortun t el y , Eli i a h 

catc~es him a nd he is saved ( in two ways . ) 

It i s intere s t i ng t hat not o nly a re ~hese stocies of 

resislin"l t""mpta tic. n as sociated wi u·, t~e " weaker sex" l·ut 

the :-.abbis who wi th sta nd tel"pti'ltinn e ven u ... e •.;omen ' s 

defen £e tactjcs in fightin q o!f seduc t i o n . And since the s e 

:-:i r acles of !Jei ng saved .re so intertwined wit h t 'ie "weak'', 

it .• oul,. be ciff icul t not t o cate,...orize them a s ha vino c o me 

frc~ a se~ment of t he qabbi~ic worl d which i s sc~ r tical 

abo1: t t •f> not) o n o f " n•irP-1/ 1oo:on1er ful tl i• acles . " 

3till other ?.abbi s who h~ rbor ner.a 1 i ve M ttitu~es to~ard 

l '.-.e 1-:iracle ne velor t .1e .iJ ct• m O J d )) / 
1

JQ10 / ;/O And 

t'iis evolve 3 as the crux in Pe sachim o4a . 

!.ierc we fi ne' Al.aye c.r. cJ R;;iba a r gu ' ing ahout who loc~ s 

t ~e doors aft~r t e first d ivisi o n of oriests enter t •e 

~olv o~ ~olies . Paba , the Ke1oza academy amo r a say s t he 

- riests lock lre ~oors while Pumbe~i t~a ' s Abave re~lies 

t~"~ t~e doors l ~ck t'iemsel ves : 

:c 1 ,1 C 111''.1 1 
,..: '1Cli 

; , C 0 J ,C ,"'Nvlv'{ I)' J',::J 
I 

Tlie- y !iffer in re"'rect , , , r~Jyino on Mi r acles . 

At fir ~t rl a nce we c0nc : u~~ \baye ~elies on Mira cles . 
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::u t if we terr..,Ar our observat i o n s •··i t h s o 'Tle "roli ti c a l 

sa vvy " , we c an detect that it i::m • t t ha t Ahaye •nan ts so 

~u ch for us to rely o n Miracles , he j ust doesn ' t wa n t to 

" rely on" _:..· ries ts . Although t :,ere .: r e •riests on t h i c; 

" t r-?"lsj ~ ional qe nera tion'' a mora' s ~ar:1il1 tree , Abaye would 

b e an ti - priest (a not uncommon position arr.ong t he Habbis . ) 

Since we h nve a lready observed h i s hostility to the ~iracle 

in j habbo t 53b , it becorres ne ce s s or v to recc ncile th ese 
.: .;.ctor s \:i t h the " fir:;t-r:la~ce stance" o f r e l yin,.. o n t he nes 

in ~esdc - iw 64L . Th~ on l y possibl~ conclusion there~ore is 

to intPrrret Abaye ' s ans~er in 6 4b wit~ th i s inflecti on : 

"~ rely ing on n ~iracl P i s nrefe r able t o rely inq on (or 

creC. itinc) a ~riest ! 

1"ore 

The orinciple o f ~.J,J 
. . . ..... . )Cl b ( 7 3) in ft l~cus~ in , • 

r 
Cl" / 1

.:J/(10 / ' 1C ancdn comes to 
Rabbi Elea7.ar Wdrns aaain s t s t an d-

ing nea r a rickety ladder b~causc injur~ i s likel~ to occur ; 

an ~ where injury i s likely : /lr 
/Ct) I .J I (.; I .J • J Al 0 !' 

l rbac~ has s uggested that underlyinq t~e ~rinci cle of 

) A 1 o /1a is o tendency to 1 i mi t Vi r acl e s t rJ the ""'a s t; 

~1 ile ~e can r ecooni ze .J1.,10 ., , as a c efl a t i nr pr inc:iple , 
I I 

nr i. t he-r Ki ddus·iin 39b nor Po sac'1i fl'I b4 a l e nd muc·1 su:--r.ort t o 

' r bac h ' s hypothesis . 

l f ~iracles a re net t o be relied on , it wou l d t~en 

fol low that t hey a re no t to be t ake n into acc ount in halachic 

ii scussi ons Ct~ere i s no citinq or mentioning t hem. ) 

~10J 1Jf. lll /')'J.5A/ j·/~ 

Guttmarn defi nes this pric.cjril e as a n a nonymous one , 

... '1 ic .. apoe a r ed fir .-; t among ~'-e 3rd generation e> f to nn aim; 

~p~ci=ical ly, ~u ttmann t hinks , i t m&~es its debut in Yevamot 

lc:i.b . He re, t ·,e r:-1nci:-.1e is u.:;ed in a baraita aoain s t Rabbi 

:«ej r - he rlo"'sn ' t intPnd t <' in t r oriuce/ci te a Miracle when 

referrin :- to a -~n who r emdj ns a livP in a pit for 3 days . <74 > 
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in nullio 4->a ( 1 ;,)J,;, ( i t: u; quoi..eo uy I.be " tn 

&e nerati.on taona, 11abt>i .,ose o • .,udah \.a couc.emvorary 

or Judab ba nasiJ a gainst In s oppone ai..•a:t "1Se o f the 

uiblical verse uob 16:13, oo c.he subject nf · trefah .. 

&s far as piercing t.he gall bladde r lJob c on1.. inues to 
75 live past "be ~ours 01.ll. my ga ll on \.he g r o und... .,.. isaac 

b. K. Joseµo continues •you can' t cite mira cles in su~port 

of an a r guement be caus e then the end of the Job vers e 

\ · 11e c l e<tVes 111y r e ins asunder a nd doesn • t s pare" J c ould 

also be used - and bnw the n could he 11ve1» 

ii. is urbach's conLeol.ion I.ha t ihe ~ages develop the 

d iet.um of / ') 'J Jµ /'1 ~ to express tbe fol l.owinr, no &.ion : 

"ev~n t.ho u~h a r.uracle may occur it may not oe c1 ted for 

tile riurlJOSe of es tab ll.srn n g lbe 11a lac h a, because it 

do~sn •t belong t o t~e µerman~nt. order ... 76 

in o e rakot 60, abaye • s teacher, xabbi Joseµt1 uses tne 

\. t! r m /' J':JJµ /'1c in wnat m1 ~llt l>e vie~ed as a more colloqui.al 

flishion: Leah's prayer that ner ~hild be a ~irl e " that 

t<achel's can be the boy, can - because of the .t<abbi ~ ' as\.on.1..saun{I. , 

1•ret:oc ious kno~ lea 6 e of e111uryo logy - be a lmo~ t ratio11al 1y 

e x p l a i.ne d ; h\!nce .. no Miracle has to be cited." ttowever, 

eve11 tlao us h A8dus hin is µrobably correc~ thH t ) .JJ J..: / ' es 
is tt domina nt. trend amon~ the Kaboi s, it is necessar y to cite! 

vinzberg ' s report. land 1oaa 75a ' sJ t.hat in a p revious settinr, 

/" ' '.JJ/J / ' , ~ not only doesn't aµ., Ly r.rnt is inverted; tbe tniracl~ 
01 the manna i s used to decide Laws uits: if a married couple 

SJJ Jj tHtred befo r e Moses accusing eacb o ther of inconstancy, 

1•10se~ " ould s ay "tomorro~ jud~ement will be given." 1f 

t.ue ananna then descended for the wife t>efore her husband's 

nouse, he 1\8S i 11 t he ri ,:!.ht . out, i f her share of the c»anua 

ti::ll befor4! her par ents• house , she "as in t..ne rignL 

,,._,.r j 10 -,/'J '.).J/J /-.c ... these ar~ metu1s w.1.tn Wbl.cD 

c e rta!.n of th~ Jtab::n.s att.~nJa \.e &.he btiracle - utJfrou\.t 

du l. , we lcnow that in <>ur o wn times wri. t~rs aod thinkers do 



not al ways t ake t he dire~t pa th; ~ometi~e s the y subtlety ••• 

i nnu en~o , nu dnce . 

I n our surv ey o f Rabbin i c r eoorts c i u1rac les we h ave 

c C°'rie u r-o n a oood number of l'~i rac l .. s whic"i t3k'!' nlace in 

'' c r d " c. reas" : bv mo~ ern s tandar ds , fl' iracles w:iich occur in 

pl a ces where cor roborat ion would be d iffi cult; ~iracles 

~hich occu r c t doubtful tirnes ••• l i~bo a rea ~iracl es . The 

• uestio n e volves whether t~ e Rabbi s who seek to ~ut-

rcwn t.he l'!ira cle, c oul ·! e:lso h P U.5ino the more i ndirect 

devices? Let us fir s~ co o n reconna issance of where ~i racles 

occu r. 

T;,e Rabb)~ !iav P li ttle r -=om for ''mcvin r a rounn " Ei blica l 

, i r acles . Up throuc;h Moses , t'H''Y must -for thP. most p.:i rt 

ta~ e c- lace ''"">3 '1,V,J". 

From !';inz berg , '1owev e r, '"e learn of "'Ven Ri b l ical city 
. ( 77) 

c~ve owellPrS , before Gon sends 1own t~P manna : 

they murmured : f or thev St.i'l t hP.v ,•Jere taken "':-om a 

well - known lanri to an uninh abited one . 

l\obbi r..leazar of l".odim Ci:. t hP !l'ekilt: o ' !{2hbi - i i:Pon 

f ohai 7 0 'I.; Y--,) d escrib<?s ho w t~e Jews ir. Eoyot a re 

-t:>n t l:>y t h,, ir maste r s b :. t he " s hock " '-n 'io •iroc<: r >' s ho ooin<; . 

Accor<l ino to urba n ~~ c ris t ~enri PirennP , -~e ancient 

c-ity i s o " community of me r c "ants . ·• Conve r sely , as the city 

symbolizes ~an • s attem~t t o nrov ir.e for ~ i s own , the c~ ty is 

c-ini'erme rl by t h e " or-o rhe t s " who w.:tnt man to r3 P. .. 1e nd on God . ( 79 ) 

3ut wh ile Rabbi -l e~zar o f ~o~i i~ may s e e m to h e suoqest

ir.o some nostal ~i c reminisci~1 ~or t hose Egyntion c i ty f l e s h 

- o t s o f old , the ? revdlent Ui blica l view is tha t city e ouals 

zin . Ci tinr Josephu s Act 1 : 2 2 , Ginsbero writes : ( SO ) 

~h Pn -enesis : l ~ ~av s ' a~f Cain t u il t a c ity • 

- t he hu il r in~ of citi~s wa s a no<:es s deed, for 

he s u r rounde d th~~ wi t~ a wall . He a l so i n tro

duc ed 0 Chcncie in :.e \\'d"S re.~ sinrlicity . W11ere

in men ha~ l ive d before • •• h e c~~nced the worl d 
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into cunning craft iness . 

Bu t since t e Ei b lical wor l d i s t h e )rJl1 N , this can 

ha r d ly c ome as a sur~rise . ~he Habbi s rn &y well be saying 

.. i l' 1 the f iqures of Eible roote r1 as t hey a re ~ n the wilder

nes s - a d isdai n for city r ~' the " aood " or asscciat i on with 

c it)' and " the bad'' is a;:prooria te . cu t wh::t of t h e indiv

idual s who experience ~iracl es in c o ntemoorary ~~bhinic 

ti~es , w~at is their relation $hic to t~e city? 

We reca l l that i n TaQnit 25a ~r s . Hani n a sends R~bbi 

Hanlna b . Uosa out to pra y for sustenance • In a Mi~rash 

on Psalm 92:t:S r" UC the same thing o ccurs with R. Simeon 

d h · · t < a, ) i h · th t h ar. 1 w1 e . On y t 1s occurs ~n ra~sover e v e r a r r . a n 

~;albat . k a hbi Simeon ~ oulside t '1e cit ~ to ~rayer - a nd 

oe ~ ld , a p r e cious stone a ~ oears in his hon~ . uoes th is 

~ean he s truck a r ich ''lori e" ~ Cr ~oes it ~ean Miracles 

hc~oen in t~e wil d ernes s wh ere there a r e no witnesses t~ 

ci' llen n 1? lhem'? For c ne who coes no t hoJ rj a o ropitiou :; 

acti cu~e t r ward t e Mi r a cle, t~ e de v i ce of ~l ac 1no it in a 

se ttin~ as duhious as the JN ~~ , is certainly an ortion • 

. !..c cor":inc to : · i ccea El iare "wa !.er in cosmocnomy and 

'"'f t '.'! fills t he same function , no mat te r wha t t ype of 

c>ltur a l pattern . It precedes all forws and u n holds a ll 

creation . <82 ) 

Many Mi r acl es a re seP.n by Lhe Rabbis a> h a v j n n been 

wo r ked through water . Deuter onomy P.aba 111: 8 eve n s tates : 

the Rabbis say "look at how al l the r-:iracl es 

God has wo~ ked for Israel, He #Orked only 
Cc 3) 

t'1rc u oh vJa t e r . " 

T~is Midrash co~tinuPS b recitino h o w ~~P E-yr tia ns 

ti rink from the river blood , ~ut th~ I ~raelites wa te r 

'· xnd us Kaha 9 : 1 0 ); ho~ when l he I s raelite s l eave EQypt , 

+,,F> s ea sees Lhe --~tracr ;;m!':'aton on · ~oses ' staff and 

(based or. Ps-1~ l l t:. : 3 , accorc:nc to .-abhi Nel10 ral) it flees; <94 > 
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o?:" how , when the Israelite s come to the bitter wate r s a t 

.. o r ah , a f-'iracle is .Norkeci =-r them anc .. he water recomes 

!r:-esh . 

Psalm 1 14 . 7 , riuoted b" i=. . Nehor a i , is a lso the subj~ct 

c! one of sev e r al ~irlrashim which tells of 1 0 Mirac les 

~ i ch ~od oerfor~s on the sea fo r t~e sake o f Isr a el ; b e 

s.rles Mi drash Psnl~s 114 . 7 , we find v ariant versions in t he 

1' i rj rcJsh o n Psalms 1 36 . 7, i n Midr ash Ha·';adol on //,. /1 [P,J, 
dnci GinzbPr<] ' ~ v e rsion wh ich he takes cartl y f r om the 

-r:ekil t a of R. S imeon 64 , partly f r om Avo t ct e R. Na than 99 

c: nd nart l y froM Tanhuma 11fc .J l 0 . 

~entioned i:i t h e 1 0 of Mid r a Rh on Psalws 1 1 4 . 7 are 

the following: 

l) Go d d ra~s the sea waters int~ wal l s ; baso1 on 

r.xod u s l ll : ~9 , " the waters wer e lib? a wnll t o 

Li.em. " 

2) ~od Made a tunne l th rouq~ the waters \Habbakuk 3 :14) 

for t he s ake of his t ribes . 

3) ~od f lat t ens the water into a lev el hiqh wa y , 

Zechar i ah 2:8 Jerusa l ~m sh6 1 1 be ~tretched 
as the flat coun ~rys ioe . 

4) r,orl mak es sweet water out o' t~e sea ' s salt 

rock , Psalm 78 :1 6 : he brouqht s treams out of 

the rock . 

5 ) Go d t u rns t1e sea i:ito e le v ; "!abbakuk 3 :1 5 : 

" You ' ve m<!d the waters into clay." 

~ > God dries thP $ea as str~w i n a h e ap , Exodus 

1 : : 6 : " t ·,e flooc~ stc od u p righ t as in a heap. " 

~, ~od ~reaks t~e : ea ' s ~u rface , Psa l~ 74 :1 3 , 

" ·'ou brea '< t ":e sea in ri eces . " 

~) r.oc d vices t ,c sec i n to s e a r ate oa~hs fo r 

e a c h tr)he , Psa lrt' 136 : 13, ":ie who d ivided l 1 e 

sea i'"1to ra t hs . ' ' 
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~J Llod turns i he sea into dry Land, ~xndus l4:l~, 
'they walked on dry land. ' 

10 J God lllakes the sea in t o a va 11 ey w1u .. cb s p routs 
grass, isaiah 63 :14, •as the cattle woo go 
down iuto the valley.' 

Of these 10 sea Miracles, 2 ,4,~,5,7,~,6 are included 

0 11 1salm 136.73 Midrash's list; in pl ace of 1, 3 ~rnd 10 

\\ e find that: 

1) the waters are t~rned into rocks; 1s alm 74:13 
2) the \\aters arc g<:i tbered in musses {to be oisti.nguished 

from "beaµ s"), t.:xodus l5:ti. 

The Ml.dra sh ha Lwadol versi o n follows the r salm 

l3 ti: 7 version but ~ses as a proof text f or tne last 

~"tlle sea \\BS made into glass) ~amuel ~2:12 ''he maae 

da rkness pavillions around him." 

uinzberg ex~ands on the divi sLons lor each tribe 

~iracle and adds 2 Miracles of his own. tte writes that 

the sea yielded the lsraelites what th~y wanted as tbey 

pass ed through during the Exodus:~5 

if a child cried as it lay in its mother's arms, 
she only had to st.retch out her hand and 11Luck some 
fruit and quiet it.86 

Ginzberg also report s on who the cheerleaders are -

at the crossi.n~ of the sea; iu itself thts is ~ Miracle. 

They are the 3 patriarchs and ti matriarchs \Jac ob's 4 

a nd Sara n and Hebekkah) wbom bod has f e tched out of 

t i1c i r ~raves to s e rve as "' i t.1esses . 

The authors of gxodus t<aba tfetJ ~l: 10 worry 

about l 'thl..og s l.n i;:onnecti nn 14itn t hese water 11t1racles: 

ho\\ do you t:XiJ L~in il:e c o ntrC:tdicL100 LhaL t.be ... bildreo 

of iSrael \as c ... xodus l4: ..22 rep or\.S) [!,O into t il e sea on 

ury :;round and what. is the si gnl.ficance 01 ti.le moth~rs 

p l uckl.Olf,.. fruit. J u r the cbil tlreo J uri oi; 1.he pasoagtH 
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To l h P f i rst c ue5 tio n t i... e y a nswer t h a t t h e " r.:ontr a -

..:a : , tion" i s era sed wh e n i t i un rl e r s toor1 th~t t h e s e a is 

ivi~erl o n l y af te r t ~ e Isr~el i te s s t e o ' nt r i t a nrl o nly 

l: t e r t~ e wa ter s r eac h thei r n ~ ses coes it b e c \ me c ry l and . ( S ?) 

'I h e 2n d i s su ~ i s a t tac !1e d to R . Nehor a i 1o,1ho s u ogests a 

t:£"1 a '.: i o n shio b e t we e n t he t e xt o ne Ps t3 lm 106 . 7: ( Yc J !. P d t h e m 

t:'u ounh t h c:- d e p t hs a ::; He d i d t hro unh a wi l r: e rne s s ; mea n ing 

.:: s t •1 e v 1 a cke c for n o th i n g in t e wil d erne s s , s o too here • • . :S ' N ! 

Yoma 38a t a kes a l ook a t thP " sea Jl."iracles" a sso c i a ted 

~jt~ ~ '1 ~ doors of Nica n o r . <66 ) Ni ca~or , h avinc f P t ch ed the 

•ioo r s J! o r t h e o cea t e a ster '"' ~a te o= t h e Te n o l e r u u rt , is o n 

.is way h ome f r o m Al e x a nd r i a . A aa le a r i s e s on t h e s e a c o 

i r0wn '1 im . YP t hrows onP o ! t h e ~oor s i n t o t~e s e a , ~ut 

~ ~~ ~e a do esn ' t s t on it s r a g e . It o n l y rl0es wh en he r re

r.ore s t o cas t the o th~r d oor in , s nying " c a s t rr.e i n with 

it . " He e ve n r e tr i eve s t he f ir s t l os t d oor i t. the e nd . 

A ~i racle " at s e a " whi c h d o esn ' t c orne ;.1"r- u t - t '1 i s i s 

5 i t ua ti o n v e r y close c o ho~e f or t he Rahbi s . I n t h P y e a r 

( t t ~c J ewis h pronh e t Thcudas a s s Pm t l e s man y o f h is fol 

l Ol~ers it t t ' 1e J o r dan Ri v e r a nd t ell s the m, d S i t " id fo r 

Joshua it wi l l do for us . 

But t h e ~oman pr ocu r a t:.Or ei tl1f- r doPs n • t kno\': h i s 

-cahua o r i s t o o i~?atient to wa it for the Mi r ac l e . He 

s p· : s i~ hi s c a v a lry , behe ads The:icias a n ci k i l ls rna ny o f 

~ ; ~ f o l l owe r s . <9 9 > 

I t i s no t j u s t " h v the s e a " or "ciowr. b y t h e r;i v . r s i c e" 

t'•ut ;.v;:iter r-: ira cl e-; occur t b ut al s o " b y t.h i=- wel l . " 

'fhi=>.ce i s <: Mi d r ash in Tu nh u ma r u r e r ( Huk k a t b l b) 

•· :ic , i:el 1 s o f how \-'fl P!"l the I s r ae l i tes COMe l o E-4or.- t hey 

:.;'<. t r. ~e } P l. t hro1,; r; h t h .,. l a nd , r:i romi s ino "not t o d r irik 

ti:~ .••ater s o:' t• ~ \,·e ll " ( Numb e r c; ;o : l4 . ) 
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•:,l1a t d oes t '1 i s !"'lean ? The account c o ntinues : 

the Torah teaches aood manners; if on~ is t ravel

i ~ q t hrough c land , e ven if h r- has enough pro

vi s ions , he must p ut t :1 err. asid e and huy from the 

local sho pkPepers . r·'.oses does net me .:; n " we won ' t 

drink !rom your well - but ra t her t~ e ~iraculous 

well . ' : <9o> 

Here we hav e an o v e rt rejection of the l"ira c:ulous i n 

! -:V O C Of )1 J f e uOd ct) IC, f) ~ 

1·:hen the texts refer to "t'le ?':irac ulous well" of 

.o1;dc ··· well a r e they tal kin9 : The Zo"'iar 2 : 12b oonders, 

fe r in s tance, o v e r Ex odus 2 :1 5 " l-te sat nc:wn b·J a well." 

l ~ t :1 e well seen r y Jaco b a --: '"'oses , the saMe :1e l l •.-.'hi ch 

Abrah a m a rd I s aac f ug? 

R . Isa ac answer s " no , the \"ell assriciated ···ith Abr al-1am 

~nd Is~&c was c rea ted at t~e sa~e time t~ at t h e worl~ was 

r: red ted , \• '1ile the one seen b y :-'.1•se f> ·.nc ,-r aco~ ( a - reported 

n h vot : 9) ~a formed at twili r~t o n S~a~ba t Eve o f t h e 

Ct"e a t io:-i week" (one o f t~. e l'iracles . ) 

T'1ere i s a~:>c a wdter !".ir <:s c l e ir - .... 11tero , ' my 16 h a 

(~keb 5 . 3) ~hich tells o f ~ ~~n ~ho digs c is terns for t~ e 

:·enefit "f the commu n ity . ··hi ! e h is da ur.'l ter i s on a t rip, 

c;lie t: ·ies t:c cross a riv r b u l : s \vc1she • a ...:a y . R . :-h inehas 

b . Jair s a ys , since t "'i i s ma n ~v ryrov irl inn ~e conmun ity 

1.Ji V· wa ter do es "iod ' :.; \,•i l l , therefore "ior won ' t d e stroy his 

::i.v·'1 t "" r l:y water (the ho"v , a5 yet, had n e t been ~ ..... 1ind !) 

As so~n as Ra bbi Phinehas oets th rnuq~ sne~kino , a n 

<:.r.qe l des cends a nd d raws t he dat:"''."ter o u t of t •· e wa ter -

.'.!l · ve ! 

Accor c inc t o c.ccle::.iasti e s Rdba l: 7 , h efore r ain '"as 

c :-e c ted, t f" cc. rt .. 1 u c e J b d r i nk f rom l '1r-> :~ iJ P ( a n d other 

"'•·ch r i vers . ) h. .. , then fu r " reasons , sa ·s Rabb i Samuel 

li . tla 'i:r.an , l .:;1 r":.e r ation Folr:::; l i1. iun e '.T'ora , in the n ame of 
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kabb.i Hani.na of ~ep~horis, 1,,od makes a c llan (!;e so tbat t he 

earth woJ ld only drink ''from abo ve;" because men of violence 

~iKnt ouve deµr1v~~ eu~h o ihd r of Lhe wat~r su~~ly, God Lakes 

.1..t out of the ir hand~; because iL l S ne cess ary Lo wash a"ay 

i.njur.tous uc" !_r om p lant.s; because o ne wllo li.ves on a.ry laud 

sho uld hav e drink as mu~h as Lh e one lo i~~ lowland; and, 

oecau~e we all should turn our eyes tow~ rrl heaven \Job 5 :11: 

S<' tha L those who &rd lo" may turn the.tr eyes uµward.) 

lL has become apparent i l!at water Miracl ds a re abundant 

.1..11 A11drc.t sh . t ernaps c. l iade 's an t nro_µo logical ana ly s1s is 

,, e rti neu t to t. hese Mid r asbim, l>u\. \U1t~r cu u also have 

~no ther si~nifica nce : 

" be n we try to open our eyes undar wa t e r, we cannot s e e 

c l early; iL is a ruurtcy, unreliable visi uu thai we g e t. t'ber efo re 

aLer i s also a "shady, li1nbo area." Placing so many Miracles 

"in wa ter" may t>e a very subtl e lo\ay fo r so nae t<8bl,iS LO say 

' Lhese doubtful Miracles should not. be lauded. " 

A yet uaore ouv1ously awui~uous area in wbi\!n to 

·· st(jge a Miracle would t>e one delineated by i u ue, Lhcst 

ruo~L shady segilleo t. of Lime. night. 

"ertaiu auracles will occur .in t.t1e OHrk, ttlt!y •111 

come while we " are asleep •• • and certAi.nly l 11at is a 

1.:o nai Liou " hicb connotes doubts. r r om " \\11trn c e ·· do we 

k 11vw ll1a t oig ht-t.ime is au.racle-hour1 tte know l.t f r om 

,.umbe rs l{aba \.Halek on .:!2: 2UJ. 

And 1.rOd came t o oalaaio at ni ght : it was a 
nl. E;ht of "atcllin~ unto t.he Lord. All tbe 
"11.racles wb1ch were wrou~ht f o r .israel and 
the puni~hment of the "lcked on thei r behalf 
took p lace a t n1~b t ! 

rhe Mi r ue le most a ppare11 tly ni _bt-i1med is i be 

... ..tnuu u1.lrucle. llae 1n<!ki il.a of .:> imeon LI. 1 olu11.Jtn/f,.~ report.s toat 



0od r ives us s uste nanc e wh ile we a re sleep ing . 

No t h ina d e rogator abou t Mira cles i s evinced in t~e 

r-:1...mbers Raba o r Simeon ·., . Yoha i texts . Likewise , t h e 

water Midrashim afford us o n l y a oositive v iew of Miracles . 

-er haps d<t rk, s lc•: J; and wa t.e r· a r e d ou b t.ed arens 

o; a naly tical 20th ce~ ~ury standa r d s . But our s amc linq h a s 

siown t ha t the re are no such subtlet ies mad e i n t :;esP 2 

~owever, t h e setti~g o f certain Mira c les in t~e 

wi l t e rness - a s with Simeon b . Hale ft a - c o ul d ref lect t he 

tension with in the Habbinic worl d of cu t ting the corr fro m 

~he ? i b lic a l wi l~erness past , and those me mbe rs of t~e 

,, dbbi ~ic worlc nostal c i c fo r t~ e ~ood-ol~-ca ys . Thus the se 

c ity- wil derness Mi d r ash i m refl~c~ t he d iver si t y of atti tu ~ e s 

wic~ in thal one Ra bbinic world . 
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,. , l ru\~i~i.S AS PA llT Ol'- 1'HE NATU lvU ... O.kDER: 

Whl. le tne Ni.g.h L 01 tbe Ha oui.s l c 11s uo sna aows, 

ca sis no dSpers i.ons on i.u.rac lt:s, '1'1n l.t i:. u t 110::. a 

f euiur·ed rule 10 a col1ect1.011 o ... M.lOrast.i.m \\Ul.Ch 

seeulS t.o rl.!11.t:Ct Stl.!J aOOLllc:r U.lStl.nC~l.\te posture 

Loward Lhe ~i.racle; ihaL posture ~hi.en ex~ re~~eb 

Mi.racles 6S part of the NaLural u raer . 

The .. P1·imitiv e litind," M1rcea E li.aoe wri.t. c:s, 

n ... .s always g.i.ven t.ime a n1.eropoan1c C111aeu:hou: 

Lne Li.~e 01 sunset notaole as a lucky Lime.~~ 
Hut J.or a portion 01 the "a<aboinic ~und" it 18 

more aµprop riate t o duo suuset ·an ordered t.l.me:" 

d time wni.cb 1rom " tbe be~iuu1ag" ha~ ue1.on6 ed 

to tue orderea world . 

~umerous Midrashim report of God - having 
comt: t.nrough orderio(C all i1uogs ouriniz: Lh 1.; firs t 

ti days of Creation ~eek a t t•111g ht on the eve 

of ~haboat setting inLo the Natural o rder ••• 

Mirac les . Pieces ae res1stance 1 AJtertnouKhtsr 

A\. Least 10 ··A-11.rac Les'' tnese J111.drasb1m sug~est 

are natural and foreordained. 

" /"J .·J ~ , 1'J6T- " are il s tea in Mishna ;Wo t 5: ::1 

as 11~ v i nK been crea t.~ d " _At e1leiJ {' 4) J.-le ,.J'> l ;:J :" 

(lJ Lhe mouth 01 tue ~a rl.h, inent.1. on11e d in 
connection "ith Korall i.n "wabers l b:.iU 

\. 2 ) t.he mouL.h 01 .. the welt": ei.&.ta~1· 1.ue ~ell 
i:J en&.u1 ~a "i.t.h Auri a11 f'rom 1,u111be r s ~1 :16 
or toe wet~ ~oses opens oy s l.r1kin~ 'ne 
rock in 1'Qmbers 2l>: 7 

( 3 J Lne (talki.og) mou t.h of Hulaam•s as~, out 
of Nu•ber~ 22:~~ 

( 4 ) Lhe raiooov. rroiu uenesis ~0 :7 
(5) the manna from c.xo<1us L6 
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tlO) 

Moses· rod .LO C.Xi> dus 4:11 
Lhe s hamir to cut s~one ; f r o111 I K.Lngs ti: 7 
and ~odus ~0:~2 
the "text" me n t1on.1ea 1.n c onnecti.on wi t n 
~odus 21:1289 
the .. wr1t.1ng .. from ~odus .>~ : 16 
the tablets trom t..Xodus 3~:1 6 

M1sbna Avot 5 : ~ uiso menLions C1 1is t 0 1 4 

alternates tbased on /
1

7.N'11 C,, f' ): 

(a) 
(0) 

Atoses' sej.> U!chre ; u euL e r ouomy .>4:6 
the r am 1rot0 tne .-\ k&aau n - Lo uc uel Ker 
until tbe L lJDe Abran am "ou ta net!O 1 t. ~ 
t ue s p 1r1ts t r on• at.h er ~: 4 an rt ••ani e l G:J 
Lhe t o ng s "a&cb be ld Lhe iron 1rom wh1 c h th~ 
first 111an - mo de tougb .. ere rorgcu; t'esacn1m 34 <> 

.:::i1 nce the Avot list cites , esacn1m o4a, t.tl e or1~111<1 l 

.1.1 s t. 1oay ue i·r om inat. text . ~· esacnim ' s " tj1 g 1en" 

s u ost.1 tut.e:s .ror c.ne snaml.r on Lh1.: maiu .1..&s .. , t.11e 

c<:1ve .1..11 V.uJ.cb MO~c is ttna Llleu i::. l~Jan :.tiiud. TOO 

.,,11am.1..1 ::snows Ujl a.:. dll .... .. t erna -.e bu!Sb ... ~ " .. \£ uy t< . 

Jos1an. 

~ifre1 on ueuLe ronomy J~ t35 3 ) follo~s 

I esacuJ.m 5-l a J. n inc luding the cave , Du t it Hlso 

s ubs1..J. t.u tes on t.he "first. s tring" Moses' se11u l chre 

tor the mouth o1 l.he ea rth; and Aaron's rod in 

µ l ace of Moses \Could t~i s bave vol1tical overtones?) 
Stil l another listio~ appears io , irke d. rt. ~liczer 

~lu tFriedlander edition t>age l24J. Ht!re tne r a m 

of t.he Akaddah appears oo the primary 1 t~t r a t lu: r 

1..han tile r od. 

uinzberg report s that all in al l, 10 r abbinic 

sourct!S c a rry t. h i s a ggadah , and tha t no 2 corres~ond 

exac tly as ~o the e nume r a ti o n o f the 10 tb in~s .¥ ' 
tlruce Malina bypo t 11esizes tha t this Midrash is 

.,robt\b ly l>r e-tannai tic since by the 3rd generation 

o f La noai1n, o r wh ich Jos ian i& u member , mentions 

s till older sourc es. l\talina uls" tl1eori~es tha t. 
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1.he common denominat.or of the i. terns on the lHg Ten 

lists are tbaL they are "Miraculous in the course 

of Israel's history" or •necessary as a prol.otyµe 

or ins Lrument in hu•an history." 

Malina's einpbAs1s "':!tll t..he "lo" ..Ld ~hat tliey 

deu:ionsl.rlite the princi p I e tl1al. Gt)d ' s •nrlcs a re 

finished from Lbe time of ~he foundation of Lbe 

wnrld ••• and that "since that Lime there l.R 

11othiug new under lhe sun." 

Malina reflects the same concern •e bave 

seen previously as an issue bet~een ~alen and 

some of the tanmsim: ho"' could an all-knowing 

creator allow for alterations or deviations in 

an order which tie has fixedr The solution lies 

iu tleve lop iag tbe no Linu t11st righ t. from Cre.1 t1on 

~od provioes - He planned even Lhe ostensibly 

unvlanned - ror certain extraordinary events. 

Ther..: tore, many i.nexpli cob le oc~urences "' il l 

Dcttio Lo 1118ke sense if ~e uvhold this view. 

11. explains • • • i.o exodus Kaba 3: la wt1y 

Moses i.s " 1> D ? ;J :; ": God makes Moses inar1.icu1a Le• 

in order tl1ai ne ai~ht perform ¥i..Lth nim the nes oJ: 

"God will be llis mo uth when Moses speaks." or. 
Lt ~xplains where the fire and brias~one wt1i.cb 

d~stroy Sodom and Gomorrah come rrom: tney 

tjre s iored in neuven 1 rom · Lhe t>e1?;in11ing " t..o 

cn~e ou~n and oestroy evildoers. Like prepared 

frozen bakery p roduc ~s, Lhese Ml.rttcles are 

1·eady -Lo - go; a ll 1..hat 1 s needed i s the "baki 1g " 

LhH L 1s , the rig ht circumstnnce t o t r ansport 

l.hl!tn from "yOsse" LO "esse." 
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'l'b e "consUJoma t e" M1drash o u t u is s ubJect 1.~ 

Bereshi t ttaba 5: 5; Mai. mo11ides ..ases it as the 

basis Jor his s tatement on Mi r acles in hi s Guide 

(.!:l!:1). ttere \\'e find R. Jooa tllan's declannJ..on 

t ha t God rnade n stip ulatio n - le ' e tlHmo - witn 

Lhe sea that, a t the µ r otJ.?r time (Exodus L4: '!. ·1 

oe u1 g, th e proper time J it would ai vide f o r 1sra e l. 

~ . J e remia h b. El eazar amends u. J o nathan's s t a tement 

t n include not just "with the" sea, out with a l l 

~rtation is this condition ~ade: t h e n ••• the 

s un ~nd moo n were commanded t n sta nd s tilt before 

Josnuu ••• at the l a t e r a pprop r iate momen t, lhe 

1·av e: ns t o f e ed J oshua ; the f i r e 1101. to hurt 

~.i.shae l, llancm iah a nd AzariAh ; the lions no t 

t o llurm Dani.el; the 11eav ens to OJ>t~u before 

1:..zek1e l; til e fish t.o vomi t 1 orth J onah. 

J'he vi ~w tnac. t.h.racles a r e f oreordcuneu 

e li .:i t. s tile r l::!Sponse from Grant t hat "even so" 
God i s s t i ll a t work . Grant i.s concerned a bout 

Lhc i mp r ess i on made by s uch attitudes as K. J ose ' s 

i .i 1..ie n~s is Ha l>a 6ts: 4: wb1:: n a KoAa n matro n asks 

1L J ose what. has God been doing ~i nce th en, 

if ourint., t.11 ~ 6 oays o f \;rea tio u He cre"' t. e d 

ever.> t. :1i n i;., ti . Jose rep lies "He sits and ma kes 

ma tches . " c,ron t would like God 1 s w0rK " since tnen" 

Lo llave less ".Le vity " t ha n l hcn Mi.drash a bou t 

K . J use conveys. 

tirant. p ro~eeds t o "j umµ the p r oo l t: m'' or 
a .. r e Lired uod " by nea du1t; f o r ttl e fo llowing 

uefi.uit.ion of Mi.r~cles: ''Mi.ra cl \!S ar~ 1.. he 

r~ ;.n·c ~enLo tive 01.: c ;:ssi o us 011 wbich God·s ac tJ..v it.y 

t:S 1>eci a lly i.mprE:osses human consciousn~ss. uu I., 

Lll L S noes not: rncan l h a t there is h t) u.1i..tcr J.y .i.ng 
~2 t • . . oroer." Per ha p s 11.1. ~ 1lll !!.llt oe expresl"""O i.n 

.-s11n Lher \, ay: t ha t ;\1.l rac l es ct r e f ori:ortJa iu.?d, 



it· s only t.hat t.hey seem t.o man t o oe ·· souiet.aiug 

ne~ ." God Kno~s a nd SCt!b &.he (cont.i.nuous) 1rti rac1 ~s 

ou t. ~ian doesn • t. a I way'IS. 

1l1is is the pos ture l.uken in the ••l.drasb 

on Psalms 1u6.l t>y t.:Ledzur u. t-teaat.n, co11&.em lJorar y 

of .:>imeon b. Lakish: 

Many Ml.rucles and wonaers do yo u per ro r m for 
u:i ever yday and no mau Knows. uod knolYS . tte 
alone knows. ·ro •ie who oivided the tted !:>ea 
in pieces as the Jiece 01 brea d. Just as &.he 
world canuot. ao \tthnut the p1ece of oread , 
so iL is i.mpossi~ le for l. tle worla t o uo 
"iihou t Ml.rlicles. d WMO was lyin~ on ni.s oed 
and a serpent wa.s near uiw, o ut. in.a mdo aoes 
not. K11ow, w11en the isert-1ent t l ces, J USt oerore 
t.11e 1uttn nas put. nis iou" o n tht! g,r o uod, what 
a adr <;cle Goo uas 11erformea for tu.a. 

rile threacJ 0 l \.h i.s lrll. drash l.S fl lcke d u p 

u1 NJ.aaan ~la in wuich there are 4 "travel1ing 

salesmen'' o n 11 \.he road. " one !!.e 1..s cs tnorn in Dl.S 

foo\. tina starts to curse oecause his injury forces 

h im t. o oelay tii s trip. But., a 'ISllo rt.- t.ime 1a t~r t 

~11e11 he hea rs tha t the "sa lesman who wcs s a o1 e 

Lo continue o n, died ~hen the snip Lhey we1·e 

oo t.11 l o nave t ake11, ~inks - t he thornea salesman 

1 raioes b<>d ••• for t. h e 1our csc le nt: cad 110 l 

1mweui J Le i y r ecogni z e . 

•<· fcshil.J a oJ vaesercs i.n t.xodus .Haoa ~1: l 

bri ri~s s til A. u n o tot:r examp Le o I t.he uo c o 11 s c ious 

11rucie p11eno•e11on, i.o i< . rita •s n t111e ; S1Jeci11ca11y : 

vome ano see how aaoy iMl.rac Les b0<1 µer1·orms 
f'o1· Ulan and man doesn 't. M.now it. ~f m.au ate: 
dry t>rea<.l lWlLbOU L bel.ug IDO l.S Leued) i\. \\OUid 
~o oo~n in Lo nis t>owe ls csnd scraict\ oi111, out 
liod c r eated & welt 1n tbe throat (saliva) 
which safely conducts t.he oreaa down. 

Tua t n e ca inu l ~c c or cornµre11cud uod ' s "ays -



\ \'<1_\'t.• EA ()l i -; : ::~.I .: '< ,. l Hl i .S l 11t: .._ ,Hlll <.::.:t i. t')J: U e l1\t' t'll 

\,in1 c l ~~ <0110 t .o l ' s uniqut: 10•11..rs . r.h 1 IL' 'h• ll u :«~ 

u .c :, ~eel l o c u r.; 1. l! e o i.tter, t.o J 1..11r1.. " V ,~ 

e rr . ... ~ 

,: .\iL r 11c lc; c.:ll.t: d 1.s 1 s &iao 3~; - l 111 1.U l1.. i1 u Mlr .. cl e 

is 1,cr f c1nnet: vi 11 u .: :1\ce '>i ti d~ l •l t :l u n l' · t* ll c :.11. 

1i r, Lii(! dlS Ll llC l. lGns {)l!LY\Ct:!fl fll (,fl IHU uod 

11 r l' .· 1J in t. ~c ... i t !•Y Res 11 t,okish i11 l!.Xl")rh1s Ht.1 hit 

, 1t1 L 1.11tl .1. vi , 11.u. t 1 .\ 

l 11..! t1 1 fl e ren..:c bc1..1H.:e11 CK1d 1 s "'I '.-. :i nti '· '• 11 1 E. 

, .• on • ... . ~.:\::; :n.I vod ' <= j 1fr~r ; " ::. .•·n t.' 1n• 10 
h~ " w rl ll 0 1, J .' J ri .:> c.c1 l cr ~ Ill!!\ 11..: :- •Ul ~ .ll.:. 

l • . • ' HI , 1l\J l !I · l ;. ' • .!i'l l L l .:i · > 1 • ~' 11; 1111 l \\!Li l ~Od 
iL l>- l. 11· ''" <•~ i Lc . t f h c .-.I .t ... i-;. .11 ,· l v r 
J c ~u tn -..~ . 

u r , 111 t;xn du:-: Ha!i .! 5 : b I~ I.! f I , I I• l 11 t :- C ' '• 1 C I t I. 

•~ 1111! 11 c.::J n \.: d rV~ O u \. fo r 11 llll t> C t J ii >11 ... J v 11 " 

1·r.urt ' OU\. i :. un111J I u I.II \!() S \I 1)11 Lil l: o - -- ' .. ::! 
• ,~•ti c.:1111 • • • ·1r11r>n t, ino ,.t u J s l 11c 1.i.1 :-. t .: r s ' •"•?J·S 
lliic;. l lH.' s l ev e -. t. .i nns by; 1rnt. " <HI i~ I c; r ;1~ 1 1 n 

!/. 11 ;i r d 1 i..J n { 1 ·!Mt I 1'1 I :.! L : 4 : to e 1 IM k ... '-' >• .., 1 ;, r . i ..! l 
rt " •\. 11 1..r .~ 1 " • '1111 .. ••.::. 11 -> r ~1 ..!c : •"' . •• J \ !lh.11,.; . .i1 1· t.;1 1 s 

I.th.' ' '.n l r c; .1.1 c.:; r r on :.uo v \.' a n! l 11c l' r e!l J frc .11 
1,.:1· v. • •. • 1\. i n t ac 1.: • • _ .: 11 1 v oo \1i.: 1·1.: n.! lll•''-
l :tc 11.1L · • r ..: ,. ,, ... fr • .. · l')Cl'l\\ , 11.1m~ t .v l :io.: t\~ll 

( \ w ll u ... , ·~ _1 : 1 ~ 1 : '' s, r .. 11.i:, 11 1 1.t \\.:II. .. 
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And, yet evc.i thougu ~.1 1rac1es ;•oLnt o ul. t. h a t 

l..IOd s "ays a no .nan· s d re oift e r en L, oy µ1ac1 n~ 

.\Urc.cles 11it.11..L11 L11c Na tural v rdc:r, nwn • s d llel 

uoo · s ·ways" ar<! ma uc anal ~ous. 10 e111p l1i!.S1ze 

Lile 1mµortu11ce 01 t.he 1°c<1L:.1ru I u rCler, c.tns 

cl e111 1:l1t 0 1 WH>Oili J. 1.: :>O~it:: Ly lo\f'l l eS 1.11at c?V ~n 

uo c.I is boun a 1>y n.u; 0 11 n l a1~·s; 

Avo c1 all .i:.aru 54b r elatc?S il ' l\' i n c ··£'u.1.l u.SO!Jh L" 1's·· 

in ttotne a .sheu the J c w1 sh /'J t) ~ why . ,ocJ ooesn · t 

bl l) L out i a 0 Lat1'y t i' u e c.Ioc~11 · t want it . rhe 

1~ lu ers a nswer. if t.h<!y °" o r::11 i ,, sowe 1.u1 •• g l o r 

1'.ll H:ll the "orl o tla s n o n e e<! t a p eL rock p<! rnci ,1:S f) 

1.01J 111)1J l d ttbol i sn iL. out, s1 11ce p eoµ l e wo r s lnp 

t i l t ' sun, lll<•un , ::. 1.ars 11 n d p t .i n .~ ts ::. ho • ..i L CJ u o d 

<1 i.: s L r o y 1 11 t: 11 l'H' I a <l n cs ..: -.: ·"' uni. 11 I t 11 e / '~I e ? 

.. o , Lil t.:! elders c o u Linue, 
c_ ,11J 1C 1J..JfJ :·1 

e,e l the1r · s " 1n t.h e 

1ne 1\Vodah .t..a r a text 11 r oce a es ~ l t h a more 

1. rac l.l Letl J.i1U s t.rc.n.io i1 \. 11ro ugn " )/)1C ... 
" 1110 11 :: t en t s a measur ol •· hc&C tJ1 1,1 c.. :it: , :::. 0 1\ S l t. • 

.:.) ri i:;l it. l i l t: ~ht!a t. silo .d e noi ~. row , uul. .1.~ u o cs 

tH:1c k 1.. 0 t he .;h orus t. oe world 

1°\Jrsues its custorr.<ir) / uatural c o urse. 

" second "eartn.v" illu:::.Lr~tion i. s ~ iven. 

a ma 11 nas int erc o urse "i t. 11 ni s nei~llbor 's wife. 

1))' ri l'.t1t , st1e sno uldn';. concei v e, out ttl!,a i.1 , 
r 

<.'.'... , ) ' 1. 1 w _., /
0 

1 r . 

'f'his Ml.clr 1:1 s11 tel ls us that God does not 

\1a l k away. 11 e tt l so is trRp ped in the BJ?:ret!ments 

li t! makes. n nd lie wn n' L o v er t.urn t h e 1>rder He 

-
6 1 



cstaoJ i shed, ev i::n t » r oo L ou t evi l. ::io , if Uod 

~us L abide by Lhe ~aLurb l u rdc r, so Loo n i s 

A1 irac 1cs . 

J.f t.h ~ ltn 1-1 li \..a L1 0 11:, f ro11t llVOdttll L.a r c 54b 

µr o v ed LO be p r on I Cml:i L ic ( 11 } · Ll1 e 1Ulbt'i S 1 they 

LerniJt: r i t. 1'1\. ll t. hi ~ J LL.U .. u de. C..od do es uot. 

1n l. e rr l111 t Loe l'\a turul Ord\! r,even Ior tne evi l. 

1:.v1l u no vonll ~ re e x.iosed 1. 0 Lh t: sar:ie oc..:ure.1ces 

• • • ev en L tle same .1>11rac l es; o n l) t ile ou Lcome 

i s d ifferent.; sorut.time s in Lhi ~ "orJ d as ~ell. 

1i n t: Xn rnp l e o f tlu ,; a Ltlt 1Jo e " o ulr:l be \\IHH 

the • • ek ilttt <I. I<. i sh111ae l 1\'a yo::;sa 41:; ) Leli s u~ 

lluppcne<J "1 1en Lhe . ·e OiJ I e ate L ite q ua il : t.h e 

..:,11ou .,t!l'µ Le ~He it <.t n :.i pci ssed il 0 11 im1,.e d i aL~ly , 

o uL c.hc \1icke d 1.eov l e ctL e .lL and s uf t ered 30 

di;i.Y i:. • .:i i mi l 1 ~1 r L.}, t. l1e manna IHt d 1na11~ •\011d.: rfu t 

o..u::.1.es f o r t he 1src;c t .i t.es \ Lh~ h O<) d t,uys) but 

~uml.Jers Huba l~ : "~ inronns u s , the "bod 5 uy 11 

se r pen t c a11 eu I. many ki 11os o f ~ •J tJ rme 1. \.n:=c:1 Ls 

(j!ld S Ll 1 l \. HS L es l)O l. y L •l t: Ltl :) LC OJ OU SL i ll ni s 

·ul h. 111e 11r ooi t. ex L 1 s J ouno v.i th J.. sa i a ;1 

tJ5.L5 "du s t i s th e ser pcnL' 3 f ood." 

l\he Lh<!r uod Lo..:ks ev en l u .. 111self i 11Lo the 

.; r di: r c d sy :s t em i. s i> l Hycd ou L l al couot.er110 i nt 

tn l h ~ luidrt1 sll im. !n .:> ifre Ueute r on owy 32 

IL J.1c ir s u p 1.o rt. s t he 11()ti o n thut.. s in'=e c r ctt\. J..0 11, 

1..h ~ rt: h 11v c heeu n o new crcu t urcs . U . Mei r u .::.es 

as n i · , .r oo f Li:!X t 1\ot. c l l.! l l: ~ ' .;; "LhC!rc • s nQLh L ' El. 

nc ., unde r t.h e s un:" 

nu lli11 l27a IH ' lr\l;:i lit Lite " variaLiu ll , 11 

ucr ..: h .• rluna u . 1o r1.. a r c,, ort.s o n "i l ncssi n~ 

1.11.:1 "m l s.;4:~~11.i1.ion"or., ~ 11<1k1:: ••t1d u Lo ud • .:1 1:1 y1:1 

-



11una, " t<. ~imeon tile ,> iuus { a 11asid auu \.hcrefor t: 

1;e r naps th~ 1uinori"y view po.l n tJ l.OlO me tha t 

co ncerning t l 11. s , ~oo saLd, ' tu e s11ake and the 

Lodd µr od uced a new creALure ~n1ch l oitln't crea te 

in my world, so 1 1 ll Orin~ Lh t:m <:1 new cre <J t. ure l 

d iet not c rea t e .'" t( ab com: .. e nt s t.n~u, " it "as a 

oJ (fJ\rJ OJ ' t. ! 18 \. LJ eacli s 11 0 0L u • 11,0 1·or ' 

a d i ft l'!ren L species a nd ~J l. ll11 l. t lle re sho 11 I ci o e 

c o ncep\. i l) n from 1.t. 111 

Tue Mi d r11sla o m.: ludes wi Lh n d i scussion o f 

,\lie t.ller God J'~ rf .i r1Ds u Mira cle for cnas t1sem 1::nt; 

., ll1Scussi o 11 "'hich aevu lves aroulll.l \.1H? 1.s s .1 e 

o f ~na L OJ f' ..>vO o.i m~aus. 

The ;.1unh;i1 ~odex ot t.n1:: 1a 1111ud reports that. 

C.) r' ~"..J OJ ~s used in Uu l lin l :.!7a 1•1cans a 

11~s f o r Lil~ purpo i:. ~ of p un1shmc 11\. 

/C /ti (I ~.(1 (J .J 

1n1:: S t <tiluard vers i o n o r U1e Lcxt l 1 tH\ ~ver 

) ( o.J ,> , ..11,l OJ ) 
/C /d · ~ -' ., (; 1 .Y / ll I 

_..,-\t .; t JitJ/" 6 J ( , O-
1
tLP 

~n ex3m inati on of } 1"' H 
/ 

)oi c 
t..: l l:! rtf.l.(! S i\. oy ex~• l n iniug : ~'hilc 1. 11 the regular 

t.e xt C'J mt!ans j.-1.mishme nt, o n ly i n t he 

c.:.~se o f 11u1Lin l L?a, ~•·e &1un1.ch ma!lus cri µ t 

s..i.,,~esi ~ i.t. s i g .uJ'ics ._,uu1s111nen l wh.?re v e r i i is 

u.;~ d ; a u.; Qo ti on o f a •• 1i r·ac l e 1; ..:rfor meu ou tside 

L il e 1,Bt.urol u rde r. 

u1nzt>c1·g 0 .l :S agr~ ~S •I l th th~ Munich t eX \.' S 

..:1 111<.\!µ l o l o.i / /\/ O.J ; 11<:: oefJ.n es ll. .iu.s t ~ •• u 

,. u s i.~1 td), <1 :, ~1 MirdCJ <il "IUCll µO lU\. ::) l. o 11:>r .. ~1·s 

r 1.:u .::11.t" Ll U ll ln "1,t::11 .: 1' 11 L ' \\'Ill.l e t c .icuiH~ 11 .S1; 1;H.:i1'ic 
~4 

:c:::~o u. 
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Tae " l eg.en u " wlu.cll iilOSL r c:: a d i l y -.vwt!.:. lo 

uinzberr: ' s mi ud a 11v l 0 o tne r scho l ci r.; \\ uen 

dt!fl.n..1.n~ a nd ues~rioi.n~ ~J 1>1 A .J oJ A1 irctcles 

..1. s tlw t. foun d io Sha bbat ~7a ; .;ro::;s-re L !rence<1 

in , i.rke cL 1:< . 1!. liezer 67a •.• 0 1 now .\los es 

1, ut. s 11is h <i n d ..LnL u his l>osom - ·, 1ir st l. 1.1:ie 

a 1111 i. L oec o 111e s I e p r o us ; a second t.ime a 11 d 11 1. S 

11 <1 1H1 J. ::> n.:H Jed •• ae 1 .lt'~<! :.i . 1< . c. li. e zer Lex t 

l lilt1 l.1 ..! .:> I.Ii i.I L ~ V eil UlU f!. l.CiullS ~H it I J • l \. 11'.~ fir >:> l. 

111 1.1·etc le, !J u t. th.: second, ·J11 t. o,., 111 t.he ti r::. i , 

i.s t>u L o f Lne malbi~ 1 fl11' ~ L:ttg ;,ie. 

..->. I C ' .3 1 1 ) 

o llt:ro ~l lO l. ll c r C )( t\ Jli1,l e u r CJ ('--" " CJ IJ1'181.!d con 

.:..xo dus ~ :.:!4: 1' ir_ l.u ltl<! ml.usl. of llc:i l.l i ' cpI"cS t:111. s 

~' r' I .../'\r j oJ out 1.L s ec 111s here th e 

i s s J.n~u l ar. 

1l rooru revea I ing ex i-> l a nu Li vn of OJ r '~ 

i s m<.ide in .:>eJ e r .n. g i,;a d a h 5J 1 r om .:.xo du::. W:ibca ~. 

J.t. oescri.oe s .aaron •s rl)a swat1owing, UiJ r barou's 

clS ul rt ..1\.-J oJ !'hen \\e uave a S t a tt! ll1ent oy 

.t. ros l. b. uanina t.h ;1t th1.t cJ ( 'J\.; o J ner~ 

l S 

•• one of ~ ,lese exa111p L t!S 0 1 

L1 1e MUD.Len rua11 uscr1.,;1. ·s 1.11ie r p re1. a \.J. on; v r .~ ~ '-i l l)' 

o r1 11~ :::; us l o t.n e i. ssuc 0 1 1.hc .. tt\.u1·al vrder. 

uUWeV..:r, C1 .:S.,i l. \. e ui11:.Gberg' S c ar 1 i e r t. r .:o \..nen L 

. ( '·:l\fJ U J 

r''.JVJ V ...l 

, he rc:!coun ts an .:x amp1e u ! 

oused on \.ue biekJ.lta \ d 1 .:>Uu .L la~n 

lo!O 
.. 1tr ·1C l es VJ. S .. \l.::> t.n c .. '1 \.UJ' d l v ruer. 

in i :ns i.ns\. N ll ~I! , t.h ~ 1:.g,y.i t..i.a11s nav e performea 

111.1 ;; 1 c \. o r 1 s i. c a .., i. r •:cl ~·t J dJH1 01orn..:u t..1:1r 1. ly a re 
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saved at the t<ed :::.ea \ u 1 trsL invers ion o J Lile 

:\a Lura l o rde r ). t1ut, i•omeu1 Hltdy til e s ea dSKS ic.sell, 

1101\ ~an .1 allow \.he v ledge e ntrusted LO lite ily u Od 

to oe l.aken from me 1 Thereupon the r e is an 1nvers1on 

o f til e i11ve r s i o 11 - he nce \\e :i.e l. nack t o the Natural 

u rde r thro ugh t.111 s CJ ,;,v1'\v c J c1 11 Cl til e water 
I 

rus nc=- !.11 c:tnd k tll s tt lL Lile t:.11,Y1H.1a11s exce1• \. 1- baroh. 

1·1wroll l.S s uvc J becuu s e Ile ackno" l tHi~es uod. 

u ne scoop o r t~n, Mi rac l es a r e ca te~or1zed as 

pa r\. o r beyo nd th ..: :-vutural u rder. uran t be li eves 

that in orde r t n j u stil'y the ir accep tanc e of l.he 

ml racu l ous, t lH!O 1 o~ia 1 1s a r e comµ e I eel t n see t11em in 

llrl rmony l'ltl1 .,ature, i:ven \\lteu s11µerna tu1·a l. 1..1uttmca n 11 

11uwe v e r f ee l s t ha t l t' s okay t o 111cluoe t he nat ura l 

<•.:> i\11ra c1 es a~ l n ng d~ S<.>11. ~ lh L n ~ un usual and 

sµcctacul(jr i s tuvu l vcu . 

lllet ·e l S Cl d om 1 nc.111t trend ii100ll6 Lll OS,' HUI.HH S 

..:oncer11eo \\i c.n mak ui~ •11.rac: lcs 1h1 rL o t Lu c 1 .. atural 

urtlc r , t o t:rnphasi.ze Lne "cvery <Ja y" ov ~r l h~ " unus ucil" 

MJ.n.1c l c • .ln Ncdar11n .f La we encn unte r 11 ~ t ~tcme nt 

uy K . Alexandr1, 1n the name o f' 111yyc.1 o . At>oa , 

" g. r ea t c r is the &uracl e \\ro u !?;ltt f o r the sick, t ll.ln 

Liie o n e f o r tt anaiah, , .. 1s l1Ae I and "zar1a h. 

uuttmann Llli11ks ttiyya • s vi .:?w r epr esents dfl 

~x tre1n i s t up 11H on \\hi ;.;h ove r e :np11asizeo tlt e "Ml.r<Jc 1 e s 

i.11 o r dinary life." Uowever, the re are Loo many 

~ xamplcs o t M lracl ~s w11.1. c h 11.t o rify daily s u s \.e n a nce 

- t ha t " h 1ch mai 11 tai 1is the " re~uJ a r" Natur u l v ru.:r 

- l •> su ~1J o rt liutt 111a r111. 

c.phrau1 u rbac h re 11o r LS Lha t some a mo raim too k 

l.•1 t. l1c µro b I e m n t ll\l e l 111ood, tts i;tr\!dtcr than that 
::;, ti 

I) I r . de Hl j> L I 0 fl .. u r LI 11.:: !> i:S I ' l 111 f;. () I l. II c he d ,:) e Ci ... 
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uu t, \\hile ot.ne r s cholurs m<iy j)Otn t to a n eco n o mi c 

u e ciiue 1..11 c.nc 3rd c~n t.ury 1..l.11 a so- ca lle d " l.raustL.1. onJ l 

i.-~ rtoa") urb~ch liliJks t.h .1.s tl1rust. - concentr.1t ea as 

it. ts on dd i ly sus t~mwce ts y et mo re comµ licul.ed • 

.i.l i,,, au tn ller.: nt qual1t.y l.u CJ eerl. t> in se~m~nt o f 

nabU &Ol.C ~OCi l:!ly • 

• 111 s quali.iy, tllis 1.11ru.s &. 1..::. wny, ! u r 1us 1,, ei nce , 

we ~e t. so ma ny o ift e r t!nt vc::r:01 o1 ns o f tnP. c:;tn r y a b o ut 

.. rs. n ttnintt o . uosa o n tlte Miracle wnicn occurs w11en 

\. here i s no brea d on · he .::>abl.>ath • .,ue ve1·si. o n, 

Htani t ~4b' s , t s even i-·re1 aceu oy t 1u.s .., ray t r uy 

t< . rtlla o •• ,a bei l tl t.he n r1me o l nab Juda h : 

Atay a ru Le1· ne ver cedse 1 r o111 the 11ouse o l J uucih 
et 11 d J. s r a el n ev1::r tH~ i n neeel of su~ t anance one 
f r om a no l.ne r, nor from anu tbe r ?eo~ le. 

~us t. enance is 1.u n g tble proof t o uod' s int1111te 

,,rrn ers ; .1110 aai. ty ::.us l e nan c e of our ae tJ enae .. ce 

o 1 11 1 111 - so a t. t.es t s Lit .:? a1u•o ..: l e o J t.b e manna . 

::,11 re Numu\! r "" t; ::J ex,H a ins "flY l11e :ua11 .. a 01d 

.,o L ~ ~111<:: u ·~·n .; L l u l. 01\ce, o ut rath e r ua.i ! y . 

. 1c.: c oroi ng to 11.. ;:,1m1::1111, l.t .i s s o 4.11 a t t.lle 11 .? .c1l' l 1:> 

1.~11u ey es? ) o l Lht: .i .sroelites be t urue u l.o u0d 

1n Heaven. "· ~imeo 11 offers a petrao l e: 

:t k1ng S UJ1 j) li \!s n1 s sou with f ooo 1 o r the 
ent ire year jus t o nce i n the year ; tn i:: r efore 
tile so n o n Ly visits nim t.h c one ti111e; so \.he 
Ian~ chttn?:~S th1 ::> 'a 1 lowun c e' sy 1:> tem and 
dee i<.l es i.u 1 ced :1i s sun o ni.:e a 1.Jtty • .as a 
consequence , the ki 111L t:,e ts to s ~e n is son 
do i Ly and t he son oec nmes 111o re de 1; enden t (l O 

t ti~ f a tt1 t! r. 

Kadusl1111 o 11e cu1 a t e s l. IHH thi .s \!ert.u 1 n se~mcn i 

n l l<~ IJ •n nic S ocict.y \\ll O o .: ti.eve .1.u t. lle da ily oc~ urence 

66 

-



o f ~iracles •• • " 

1.11 e term useo 111 Midrash .l ebLl Ltm {J 'S1:tlm 11.JG:~J 

l"l i E?,ht sar._ t.hat Ml.racl es o f daily sustenanc e 

a re just u o t a ll\ oys ,Je rceived o n 1.he couscl.ous 

l evel; "only a few o f us are 31:nsit i ve to them. " 

Thl.S l ine of t.hinkin g: m i 1~r.t ue ~.>sed in 

tlirec t cnu t.ra si 1. 0 the Li ne of r e <.1 so ning used 

uy tnose ~<abbis Y.h o furmuJ.at.ed " / '-• .(, I u /' 11 ... 
c. ,/ ~ l :" ~irucleb ~ uot oc~ur t!V.:r y oe:ay. 

T1u s 1s rcp resentei oy 1~ esachiru jUb ·s 1:1ssert.J.u u 

tllat 1 t. 1. S dang.erous t.o Lraospor t. coins l:>y stil.1, 
I 

/IL) ? I (.( j ~ ' 1) J A A,/ 1'-h 1 1 ! .) 

However, ou1~ H.abbis wh o &ssert tl ~dt dai ly 

su .:. t cnan~e l.S the ~rea lest Mir!:icle, •ni. srht off e r 

Lttment.Htions 4:~ as r eason t o suµµor t. their v1ew. 

11nL I: ln the ~cek ilta d. Haboi 1stuiliel ( 2.: 53 J a nd 

/t~ ~52) " e J 1nd k. Jushu a's 

., 1. o t ~111 c nt 1..hat t.hc worst u..:atn is death by hun~e r 

s ince tLamentations 4: ~ ): 

,, :c o /'.J 
, ") { ) 

Tlh: c ontinuing su 1. i::;. fac t ion nf hun~er in 

i..I so<:10::\.y c <d Ls for SQ1nl! "vehicle" "hi ch promot.es 

1' <!1t- ul uru.y a nd order. So it is \.hat "susienance 

.'1 1r1.H: l es" are a f avo 1•1t.e 1tiLh 1.ho~e Hab1ns \\110 

1' 1 s lr LO vi ew t.11ra cles "1tni.n the Ntt\.ura 1 Order. 

N~verthel ~ss t he re "ill be some ~l.rbcles 

1 h 1~h o s Len.:.ib!y µresen t a chal lenKe tn the 

" ordered t.11racle." llo" d id Lhese ~al>nis 1l<rndle 

l l1e "Lou;. h ones;'' are t.lley ab l e t o f11.. lnto t he 

H! tur11J. Uroer, Ml r ac 1 es nh ich involve lnversion s 
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of sex, s p ecies, time? 

3habbat 53b, as we ha v e al r c.dy observed , 

tell s. of a m1:1 n wh o i s ab le t o s uckl e hi.; chi l d 

wh~11 t ile chi lct• s mo t her ht11:i d iect. ~un such d i\11rcscle 

oe ext> l a 1neu as occurln~. ~i1.. ll i11 the Natural u rder? 

Tue meau s by " hic:!1 t 11ey 111.. 1.nis Miracle i nto 
11 the .-,ystem " is: t o r e l clt.e ll t o a l egend ci b o..i t a 

1 a rno u s oi bl h: a l 11gure • • • 111 s uch u \Ht.)' t11 0 l. 1..11 c 

A1 1rac re of a r.u~n sucklt n(; a cll1lC1 <.: dn u1:: Laiccu, 

11 0 1 only lit e r a ll y, o u t fi g ura ti ve l y - wi thout 

111.!!l-ating the <:1 uthenc.icity of t he Miracle . 

la £s ther ltaba ~.7 " e read t lH1 t , as l!:s t hcr ' s 

l.J irtll uas ~aused l.he dea th of h e r mo t her , and, 

<J. S ne t· fat.her is already dea o , Shi! i.s ..i n o r p t1a n. 

A Miracle 1s performed and Moraeca J ' s breasts 

su1,p ly milk f o r t he orphunetl C::s thc r. 

Ho~ev~r , Lbe Kubbis Mh o r e f e r tn t h i s Mi r a c l e 

111 .11 1.tl r Hsh telliliim L2 exp i<ii n i.t in a more lig urat.ive 

1 ..isu1011 : .t.11u · .... eca 1 ft11d Ins wife Lake dn inter est i.n -- ---
c.s1.111-: r . 1us wif e nurs~s tnc bob' a 11 d .\iordecai 

1u 111se lf uoes 11o t besi 1.. tt l e , .dte 11 lu~re 1 s ii nceu 

t o r J. t. 1 LO Gfl St-: rv.ices t or t.be ..:hi.ld wili"'h u r e 

11SJ a I l) pt; r1 01·weu ouly oy ~omen . <:J? 'lnus , uy m<:1k1ne, 

... o rueca.i ., l <!11.i n1 s t, 1Hlt 1nfi t.o dianse ui.tt,_;~rs a nd 

" <H up 1\itD ta t: Dab,> t o r c. h e J a.in. 00 1.l.l ~-~t:ed.Lng , 

t1 1e nabllis st ii- 1.lli~ ,..irac l e \Ht hi11 the Na tura l 

li l'd~r, 1\l Lh more t t nesse 1.ha n th~y lfll.b ht 11 bve 

\\LL '1 un i ) a Lil.t: r aJ i r. L1::r1 l'~L.1\. 1 01 1. 

3 t.l ll oth er rtau •>..t. s f'rvm L11ii:; "set 11 l oo k t o 

l11i~ ,,11rac l e ,\i Lll u :Hffc r e nt int~rµreto i. i on . ~ 

1.:.: r La t 11 Ul? t11<1, wlH • does n't Ii'< ~ ,\11 rt•c l es im~ lyln~ a 
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-..11 .:.. 11 ~1: .i n the N<:i t.ura l u r de r, l.~ttc lH!S i11 Lh~ u a ro e 

1d n. . Meir 1.11a l \\h l.! r e c.s l ll\.! r ~: 7 r~Jd s " Wh tw Her 

J • .t .. n~r a u a mo t.her J .t~ <1, 1no r aeca 1 t. ooK .c.s t.uer tor 

r • .Ls ow n attughter, " I.Ile t ex t. s11o u1 t1 have rt:a u, no\. 

"""''1[.. out ra 1..h <! r "/'•4·· ... 001. 1 0 1· tt uuu6 ut. e r, 

ou t. J wi.f e . the 1. a11 11tt cOn l i 11u t?.s l o t e ar u<rnu 

1. nc 11ot. i o n 1.ha L .c.st her t s tuce a a.i u irh ter t.o 

,.101 ·decai, oy r e tuling a co t111ccti. 0 11 be tween 

c.s t ne r ~ : 7 and J.l Samue l l~:J's ·· lt \Lill! ctn l d , 

tJ a 1Jpl t. e d t. o c.s t.ner J o l c 0 1 n1 s o w11 mo r se l ~ oa 

u 1·ook CJ ! his o wn cuµ a rao lay l. n n1s oosom o u a 

1H.1s un t o rd .m a da u ghter . .. 

Lest n .ine 01 u s c o nne c \. a c ui ld l ay l ng t. n a 

man s bosom ~ l t.h t he r ecurri11g s t or y 01 a ma n -

... o r dec a 1 - suckl1n11; a child, aoes not t ni s t a una 

1 n meK i l t a ll l Ja wr1te _.cs s lt. i l. k ~ d. oa u ir;nte ,. t o 

11t.11 Ol.!cau se J.1 .:iamuel l .!: ..> scsys .t .. 1ay i.n h..l :i 

1Joso111: .. o , rat. ne r lt rnccins c.sth~r " us L l KI! ~· 

w11c t..o tum. ·· tlh~refo r t;: , d t4!Cl11nca l oevic e i s 

ct! SO US~O l O Ori 11 ~ t.be "wan S U C Kl. e~ Clli l U .. mO L.l f 

111lo i nc n a iura l v roe r . 

~n u abcs o a thra ll ~IJ Ll!e n a b n l s ac•1: t.rc1u b l ea 

oy tt s u spensi o n o f the na t.ura l etfl,i n g n ro cess: 

" c learn Lha t t he daui:;h t. crs o f L.e l a p 11od we r e 

n1J 1.. md r r iea until they we r e d l. l e3s t 4U. n n d 

)c t , Lney "l.l t co nce1vc e v e n Lhou~h .,rd ge 11cra t.i o n 

..i •11 0 1-.t a n d wett lt lly b r e,, e r "' · •• 1 sdH s t ... t c:s. ·• .t.t a 

""~11an llld rr1c:, uc f ore ~ h e i s ~v sne can oege \. u11 t.1 l 

~Ile lb 6U; .tf s h e .oa r1 · tc~ tJ t ~ll , she ' ll Ot?get un 1.il 

~ J ; ou L .11 :; h e ma rri e s a t 4 U, .s11e " i l l n cll oe~e t." 

.tc \, rlf'u i n ~ t o 1L tt i. s d a \ U 111e111uer o f ~ µri e s tly 1 ai.1 1 l y J 
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a 111.l r ... cle lldtJpt!n S ! o r Zelaµ11 0u · s a tiu,;lll.crs si11c~, 

t1kt: ..ioctwbea , the y ~cr1:: V.Lrluous . 

n. JUOd h b. 'l'eui.uu appt:ari:; to oe uue of 

o ur t<abois whose concern .ts w1 t h fi tt.Lug MJ.racles 

1a lll.ln t ue "a tura l u roe r ~ .Ln t.nis case, A time

s usµen ::> i.on A1ir~cle. J.n di.scuss.Lng JochaOccJ ' s 

vi.tuJity and f e rtiJi.ty, he µ r efer s to ~lace .Lt 

in 1.he .. r aLiona l rea11n by exi::1air11.ng, that she 

nas a y o ut.htul a~peHrance . 

"ot on l y <J r e there MJ.dra ::>hun ~·hich deal 1\it.h 

u s uspens1on of the a .sung p r o cess 0 1 peo1He , out 

w1 t.11 a SUS JJe11 sio11 01 \.he ag,1nl! µrocess of 1 00~1s . 

1hts t oo rn.L ; n t oe sceu ~s an 1nt.e rrup li.on 01 t.ue 

,,ulur i:.il u rder. J.o Jaan1 t. 5a \H! l ea r n o f a ,.,i.rac le 

i n \\IH~h ~rain wuich :, hou L:J t ake 6 mont.hs LO 1· 1 µ ..:n 

a u ... ., Sv 1 n ll uc.ys . ..1::1· .... uowc" cr t he r e <.i r e n o 

n .. L1,inal " exiJldna t.i r1ns o r1 e r t- a • 

.::i 1 1111li.a rly t.here .L S uo ovc:r\. Ut.Lt!iJaJ t \. O 

" ex., la in a~a.) ·· ti cnange 111 the l!Xpec l <::u .... 1 11u 11g 

u l Lllloits .LO thi.s ,.,l.C1rush fron1 ~i.or<ish h~ laado l 

0 11 lie11esis 2 4:'4 2: 

l·() r 7 Lh ~ ro<.1 d m1 rcsc u lo usly '-CJ11Lr...1cteo : 
.\ t>ru11am "Gen esis l<4 : 15 1 ;1:..l 1 ~~~r \~ent::~ 1 s 
24 :42); Jacob (<i\? n~s 1s ~)i :1 0 1 ; l\\O s es \C:x odus 2J; 
J. S ra~ l ~c.Xodus 12 : J5i; uavid \ t"S dlm 60: 4 1 ; 

and ;:,ennac11eri.u \.188.lcsll HJ:~tjJ • 

.ln ea.ch ca ::;e a ~oal s~ems t o nave Deen 

r cuclted i.n reco rd Lim e; a Journey or mon~ Lhuo 

a llcty \ norma l l y) i s .11ad~ u1 less t 11an a dAy . 

-, o , lhe11 thu. i. s uo t t mpo::.sibte , a n d in~r~ r o r~ , 

l.11j1 licil.L) 11 1.:s \\lllt.L . • i.h~ nat.urct l v rder . 

"' l thin Lil ~ text o J 11~ resh1 t r<a ba <I::> we !!,e l. 

ttn ex1J lici.t " r at1 011a t. ·· rt~ re t<. J 0 11ub udino11 .Lsh~i:; 
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us not t o \\O Odt! r a t. t ile Miracl e of tu~ 1J.ra.1a~1eo t 

exud1 11~ wa t. e r into oalt wat. e r and ye t wR t e rs no\. 

combi 1iins; ..ion a h s t.a t.cs .. don t w :rndcr ... L u 1 o r the 

Jordan pass~s t nrougb Lake a1beria s, y e:: t a o es uot 

m 1n~le with it. uo na h chooses a ~no"n - na tura l 

ncc:urance - as 11i s lma gt! . c.1 the r bo~h tbe 11rma 1J1ent 

,. ud the ..iordan/T.a.be ru1s beco111e Mlrac l es \\ i t lu n 

·- he Na t ur a l u rde r, ~r n e 1 th e r a re i11 r a c Les . 

J.n an ad.101 n 1njl, spn e re Ln1s brl:l nch" 01 

71 

1aobis " 1 1 i. oe cr nc c r11 ~d with .,a \ ur:1l u rder; • 

11 1tn et.iqueite : mai n taining .,ro pe r soc ieta l rol \.!S 

..ind be11avior f a I Io "'i Liil o tue JUrisd l ~ ti on 

0 1 m<u. .. t enancl! o l a naturul e oci.e i a l order; ·· 

1:111 oruer- i1101 c .. t1v 1::: o t \..J.tyl 

Jll ~ "obuis "i LI .;omtnt!CI t .lfl n V O t u . I( • .-o Lh~n 

1...!1) 1 l1ow r.ncre is D n inv t?r s i :l n o t t ;1<:: n o 1·111d i 

\.!t 1 q u ~t 1.e wh <:: rt Mose.:> " 1.u.ers Jethro · s L1au 11.h t ers · 

11 m .. ks . 111 a n uo uu l ty uru"s " '" t e r J n d woman L; i v c s 

l. l t " the 1 1 o..:ks ; ~ th~rt! 1ws to o~ J o inv \! r s i. o n 

un el MOt:H~S \\l 1 1 ua v c t o "~ t.\? r 1. 11~ 1 l o~k s o ccetus~ 

ua~re lS 11 11c r v e rs 1 .,11 01 J U:::.Lice" ~the \\ Om~n 

l l dV~ t o De 1•r Otc-.. lC I) 

t' rom ~ source s ln pa rt tcu La r on 1 e 11 <.1 v ~ s to l. \! .c u t s 

11 th ~ 1 m1.ort.A11ce ot ~ t.J. quelt.c; 0 1 u 1 1111 Hiinl!. the 

~Ol:.1 1! '-<il urUJ"CS • .uuoa .. ~z l.a o6b quo t es n. HtOhurua 

-' · nH 11 1l.; 1 \ 3 r d century , a t \!sL 11 11an ainora a 11a 

'' ac1 ct1CJe 1· OJ 1.hc tJllO t'" - o nu n o t the H . TantlUIUdJ 

1:.1 :::. s~y a nf!, : 

ti.is stc.tcmcn t c n o ... e nt - 1) 0 ,.1 0:::.t!S t~o ing u ., 

1o r -l \J <Jo}S ,.tile! eat111it. no l>f't!dd, ::..in\.e .L\. s dS if 

•• .: 11 .:1, \. u 11 t o lh!OVt!ll - 110 e. 1 1. 111 ~ cJ O &lt! th . .: r e i ~i \.h 

V\llV C r'Se ly l i lt! 3 t:I O ~e l S nbr:J llUm f eed s , J."OliOWlng 

l.'<sr t ld) e t1 q uc l t .: \. •\ ;1...,n in rtome , do 8~ the rtomc&OS ) . 



Tue ot llc r 1.ext. \\11ich ~Lv es a pa r a llel d1.:cotrnl. 

1.0 ct . Tanhuma ' s statement L S ~xodus 1-hwa ( l\l th i.s:;a 

4/ : 5 ). Hen~ "e find, how~ver, r<. Tannw1Hi maki.u~ the 

.:; Latement, "in the oRme of H. c;1ea/.ar, son ot' rt . Abin 

i r1 l.he name of 1<. Me ir . " 1·h e text va ri.es from tile 

uu1w .uczi a Lext by say i nt:; , "if ) OU ~o into a c ity 

J" '' 1;iu st. act accordio~ t o 1.Ls .::ustoms." 

J<'irw l ly , t.n e c.xo dus r<aoa version iucLuues l. tHS 

" rut.Lo.1a Le ·· from h. J oh811a11: "it only seemed us if 

1.llc u11l'-t::ls a t e . " 

C: t.i que tte, fi.i:.till l!:, every 1. a1i 1c; , i11cJuJi11g. 

, .. 1rc:cles witl11.11 tbe Natur~ L Order una ..,i.ty; 

sonieho" t!1ey a L l C•)nve rge here: 



A " STAYING-~-BUSINESS " SALE : 

v ne key t o urbdn deve l opment s hould oe p l tt in : 
i.t lies in the \\ i de n u 1,.; o f t he ci. r ctc o f t110se 
cci.,<:tbl e o f µar1.ic ipa c t n ~ !. 11 tt, until in lite ~
e ~d all me n will t a ke µart i n the co nversHtion. ' 

T he.,.e v.o r ds \\ e r e v. r i t.t. l!n t>y Le\\i s 111u mfu r d i n 

ll1 l~ ce11 1.ury . o ut, 1.he "conv e r s.:i t ion" <in cJ the 
11 1\ i uent n~ c irc lt:" - they a r e but ano t.her WHY o f 

uescr1 ving tt' ~ elas t i c s ss t ..!111 o f til e itn oo.ts o r 

so 111l:l n ) cen t. uri es agn . 

l\ e nav e b~en "euvesdro µ p u 1 ~ " on a cnrrv e r !:>H l10 11 

. 1l1 01 1 L ~ . l.rdc l ~s; a l:Onvc r sa t i o n which u ds r u n the 

.: ctrn u t f r o•u i .Judin~ t o pu t-do \\n ; lro rn e x c lus i o n Lo 

~u11Jra c 1 · ll' th~ r.aturti l U r d e r . 

11 c uave ueen enco unte r i n!!- L b~ " w1dcllJ..ll " ~ 1rcle : '' 

Lla t! 111n ,Jri r1 t )' , th e 111 1:1o r i ty, t.h e fri.1111, e . J. t h RS t1een 

cJ •1id e11i '1e. circle wn i ct1 expan ds to ~ urvive ..i u d 

. o.:r 1~ 1:: l 11 •• le itse l f. l i ua::> u c e11 a v.1t1c r.tng ..:i r \;le 

•111 tl.! a1 1i'"1s u s e c. an<:i n~ Llcvi. ces Lil p r omul p,etLe il l:. o "n 

l ..:~ l t U lll t Cy. 

\ Int: s e ll me tllo <J i s t o estab l1.sh ~ ::;~l"tcm 

•111 1~11 ~>. 1 , ressc:s 1. r1 ~ i.r· llH.IJO r a r t! -.a u i c i"l111.:crn ; I.lie 

c; .) 1H.: t: r 11 1\ l11ch \;u nv e r s c l .), u1.t1o l us \.11 e 1r l.~ F- i\. J. :uacy . 

l 11 L il~ Cd.Se n J L!le l<ttbu 1 s t ht:r..! L S .. uc:.1. r e t.o 

<::"' t. ttl.J ll. i:, h o :,.) !::t l. ..:111 11ll1 ch ex 11r..: sses 1.11 \! ir Lnvcstme ut. 

u1 Lile u r a l La "' ; u rul La" :..i .: in~ t ha t 1·hict1 l t:~il1-

J tl zes Lo~ ~a bb 1 s . 

T11 er ..: i s Ci M1a r us11 will.ch t1 r1.1cu L ~Hes t.hi s d~su·e : 

c.1-~ 1 ~s L a ::Hes Haba ~4 !.J . 1his A1 1 Ll r asll C •l"1m t:n 1.s on 
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LcctesiOjs tes 3 :14: 11 1 l<no" t.ll a t \\hHt ev c r (jnd does 

1t s11a l l o~ f o r e v e r . " l<. S l..1n~ . r. n . l.J id s11 r e l a l..1.!S 

t ·•I.! l!:c c l csl. ciS t e:> • c.ext t i) ut!utero n oc1y l J : 1: 

"11 4.ll J s " o r o '" 11 tc11 J. co1'1 .. !11 1ld y o u t i) observ e 
• v u s :1c. I L n u l u ;:i u t o 1H1 1· O l u l. .. l. .:::.11 1 r oin 1 t ; 
·(1<esn Luks in l .~ut the rt !! l•l t!01JS ao a1w ttnd 
d•> no L 01111i. t1J..::. i1 1 r oa1 1 t.. 

Nn~ tha t s uch t e xt.:::. us ~ccleSJ.d~ L ~ .:::. rtaoa g r on t 

5,, 1ct.ion l. 11 t.hc 1\ao u i s , t hey ca n ,1r nct'tie tn e s t aol i .;n 

t n.a tr m'n l e1.d timacy as "ins" hy uuder ru i.01ng o r 

d 1 .s...: r ~ d i L l 1H! L 11 c " o t..\. s • " The L111 .. 1cd i t l.c "ouls" c.o 

rJ-: dea lt \H tlt by the i<u b LHS arc! tile p ric :. t.s a na 

lit e lll :i l .ll.UtlO llS of th<: p r .H !S LS. 

~l l. d rash im a b out A11rncl~.!> r eveul t ha t t here 1 i-. 

n h u 'l ~ ::;ome ve~ '.i '! e o t .:::. tl ppnrt. fo r t he :1ries t s, 

l n e Temp l e w 1J a l I LhlJL J.. S i den ti.l i c d wi..t ll Lhe·11. 

'-1.! rLain l ~, if J~rusa l1? u1 111uy n e as .so ci •tell "1 t11 t. l 1e 

l~m~ t ~ and Lile Pri ests, Mi.drash 1 ::.at rus J.37: I i s 

., ri1 - i-J r1 es t "• it:: n .ll y.telds h . uoscs , lnd c.:en tury 

1<>1:.!Sl l llHiU l 80 llo'S l.IH. t! rt' rt!~d ll. OU Of " lf 1 tor · l.! t 

l tt!\: U Jc1·us <::1 le• lel rry r11.:.11 L l.la 11 a ! 11 r µ:t!t 11 c r Cut 111 l 11 ,i!. ;" 

.·u~.::o l:L Uosu , "i t J1.: ru su leu1 l.:. t :i i bl.) l. L..:11, 11 ver 

· r ·H11 11 .t l l Mirac Lcs i.H! i>t:r f o r ,11eu . 

~nn lruM 1uma 2 Lu ~e l~d rn 0 1 1J M1rac l t! 8 

..: \ 1.:1, ·· ~ rn.J .ht 1 11 the Temp le: 11 

I J no 1. omtu1 rn i s 1.: u 1T1 .: d f1· 01i1 Lil ..: S..:<!11t v l t h~ 
tw l v I I e::. h 

; J t ll1.: ho t y f lc~ t. 11.? v l.! r .Jt!C 8•11e )...a t . ·1d 
...,, 110 1 I v wc;1:,, see11 111 l hc S I A t.hdltcr n o use 
1 J no po.I lut. 0 11 evcr b c fel l t he 111 c: h ~ ri. es t 

o u t.11 e uay o f .-1. toncmen t 
· ' 11u r•ui11 t!Vc r q u e nc.:hc 11 t 1c 1 1 r e 0 1 l.11 e 

~ood - p t.lt! nn th 1.: u l La r 
b J n o r u10 \.he \\ l.lld overc o .. re \. Ile c 11 lutnn of 

s moke t.h a t a 1·cs e f , • 0 111 it 
7 / n1) r IHtS tll t! r~ ev.:r foun<! ouy o J.::.qua Li 1 y t ng 

defecL in Lh e omcr 
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bJ n or in Ln e Sheworead 
~ J no ser µent or scorµion ever 1nJures anyone in 

Jerusa lem 
l . I J n o m<1n ev er said Lo ano tt1l! r Lil e l • l <i Ce i.s 

Loo nar r ow f n r me Lo St Hy o v ernight i.n Jerusalem . · 

Hut, there is no ~liY of dete rmi~1ng whethe r 

1. 11~ Ha t> b is eval uate the Ml.rttcles Jescri.beo in this 

t.~x t ; nu ••ay o r Knowiu f.!. " h~ ther it .srrty oe µHrt o f 

d 11 e:1t.1.acK on d sys t eu1 14 l u .ch s t. a nos 1n t.he ~<1.Y of 

c:::. Ld 0 1 i.::.111nit, \. tle f(ao o1s ; ~ucu as \~e 1ldV~ .1..11 ocrc:.1ko t 

.34 l j . 

r:;er ...i kot 3 '4b I.ells u s Ll'laL uanina l>. vosu 's 

p l'dye r :. ov~ rri.de 1,.ar•e nea rd ov~ r· 1 1.. 11<>Sc o t i..ue 

11 q .; 11 .., r J. e::. L o.101u1n~ u . "'aka1 \U<i.lllnJ, u~ .1.. .ag as 

11. ~ ' v1.: ts l1· ~ady i e a r nea, t ne • t<Js l of t. u e a•1rac 1e 

~V J 'k c rs " J. 

J..1. i s d!So 1josi;ib l e 1.0 specu1a Le Ll1at t ile 

L c:1 1.s i <> 11 oe tween \ .&1ai n 1. 1ne) Habo 111ica I an d 1 ri e s t l y 

c: I ~111en LS a re exp r essca i n t he Miracle l'1idrashim , 

by ~xam 1 n J. 11 ~ the inter11 l tty be t~ eer1 trade11ts in 

, 1 d<l u s 111n -~ IJ • 

.Lii tl11 s l .: x t 1( . 1\hct u. JoC •) li LS " p llL o:H.l " a i:.u 111s t 

, 1l>Jy ~. r<. rl h .3, act 1 11~ u µ11 11 the s L. a t etnc nt Llt<H a man 

1<11 111 c c:.1 . 111o t a 11 ord t o ~uucC\Le oo t n himse lf t!nd tu ~ 

-.0 11 , 11.u st c d ucA Le 111 msc li.' 1 .Lrs t ,unl ess , a~ .t<. Judoh 

u u Js , Llat! s0 11 is d c.:llil u prot.c E!" t! i .~ha 's son .i.s11 1 tJ , 

ttv .: s 1. Q euucu\.e 11.lm~tdf "1 l n 01:ty e · ::. " &Ch oolho use ." 

.~uuye 11c~ rs Lhat. Alla is o n 11.1.. s v.sy c1 na oro.ers llrn L 

1111 o t\t! 0 1 r c r 1, lu s a mo t el r oo•," s o \. 1a t . ~ba "11 l 

IJt! f o r cc:<J l. o s l c ~., i n L ile ~c 1 .c loo use •• • ~her~ 

.: c:,,1,) llS l 1J 111! o ul u t. nig h t.. aua\. n i ~ lt t a ?-•1eaded 

J l ' • . /:0 11 v e 111 0 11 Url( l ear~ 1. 0 , ,na ill Lhe SCl l UV 1 11~ use . 

-7 5 

.. 



. he J o llfl"i llc. rnori!in t., , .i11t1 coml; l <:1 i11s t.o noaye : 

''if d .• 1 .ir~c l e Uii.J nu 1. occurc d, you \\ OU J.d 11ave 

t:!1..1J <lit,~1 ed my l lf e . " 

huu a re rilH1 ana ,\t>ctye t 1' here uo Lht::y s Laud 

in I.Ile 'Te lip..10-µ0 Lu.1cal S1Jectrumr" 

Auo b. Jo cob J..S a 4 t n ce11 t.ury J al.:s t.111ldn 

amora; 1t. 1 s r~ jJ uted l trnt. Ile st11\J1 1? d 11::. iakd unJer 

Joshua o. nanina and BJ!.R80u ll under 1nhunt& L> . tuyya. 

\o t muc11 i s '<no"u .:i bout ni s · roots, but from 

VtU'l O \l l:J S La t e1oents ondde Dy .l\(1a in the H11m u <.l , it lS 

i:_cne r.il ly ackno'' leugeo Lha t. 11 major c o nce rn o1 his 

i s t. i1c: r~hu1 l uini! 01 t 11e reuii-) le . 

\ n t ne o th e r b~nd, "e hA v e a ~reat det1 l 01 

i11f o r m.1 t ion on th<! eclec t.ic backi.:, r o u nd 0 1 .aha·s 

•>Clhy I on 1an cnn\...!•npora ry, Abaye. Al tho u :.?:h .o\baye is 

11 1 1-r1c ::. tly descent, nis i s esn norat.1 0 .~ l ger st.ory . 

ins I i:ltlac f' u1es IJcfo re Ile is buru a n u n1s mot.her 

tu .;l11luu irl.h. ttbay e ·s st<Hement 1n ;:,h al>ba t 53 b 

Ot!llt: (!. J' alllll!; tlJ~ a11r.~ct e uf l.he u1dn suckl.1111! tn..: 

..:1 11 ld, ..i n d \.nt: asso..:ia L.t o n 0 1 t.11~ 111 tt11 ln t11 e .a.uurtss11 

~u t 11 111ordeca 1 - i s ..:uri o us in Ltl d t th~ orpuJUt!U 

AOc1ye 1 s ru 1s~ t1 r>; hi s \AIH: l ~ .-. n d ",,c1 .. " - u 1s 1 11 ::.tcr 

ll1utlH: 1· (o r Jllillll)'). 11oeVcf'l ~cleS.5 , S ..L l h.:t: nUM.)e it.Oe S 

1 r 111u O c i 11 ;i.. SI) J'Oll r l &t! mu s t u o t ietd"ork ~t ni ~llt 

- 12::. uc " " u rk s II i<> W<JY tnrou~n col l eg~ - t o Ol.!111g 

ct \\t: l l-ol 1 vineyGtr J o"n<:!r • • • \\c may hY!JOLliestze , 

tl~ 1\11::.1 11 does, tlHl l Abaye · s 01 sdaiu f o r l.ne 

~·•e tnurs e" fa Lnc r in .'1 naboa t !i3h is bctsecl o n t.h c 

1 .. t 11er ·s 11dv1n ~ Ut!en a · l os er" who nev e r maki?s l.l 

..:1wu11 h t i1w n c 1alt y t o ever 1> e i11~ ai>le t.n <:tflnrd 

\.• ·"'· ~ 11ot0A1l t '"l nurse h1s ... lll l d . 

r r l"lm .'.) tldl>l><1 t .53b ~·111 11:snc ni11 1·4 b , •1l 11ch le i Ls 
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us i t 's preferable t o t·e Ly on even Miracles ti1an 

i'r .1. es t ::. , \\e tsi:>c e rtai.1 1 t nat :\Oityt? t s both tsnt i - ... r.i. •.:::. l 

a .uJ an t. i-•11. r al.'! I e . 

111us, l>A sed u pon 1~ hb t I\\! ~now 01 1.ue 1Jack"° round~ 

,,{ Aoetyc d OO Aha dud tllt:J.r resµ<! c t i. v e :)')S l. tioos 0 11 

tile p r>. .!s t hoou d fh.I Ml.r11c Les , we may tlcduce t ha t 

1\ idaushin ~~b r ev ea I s some! tiling abo ut. " 1~ro dOd 

" a nti r ri..:.s t. l y el emen ts and t. l1~ i r dt1.. J.t uues on M1 r at.1e.s. 

lltJt, ce r t a i nly C:tS L111po1· tant. , 1f not lllt> r !! ,tn t ile 

1rnoo1.s t n i..heir t r t?c. t rnen t o f Ml. r actes, tha n d 1 s..: rt!0 1 Lu1~ 

t 111n. r pr~dt!rces.,.o r-o p:,os1 L L0 11 , 1 S e1oii l)a.s1..:1nl'> t 11e 

" 1 l ~t t o rin l\n 1ch i s •ti o s l ,,a li.lt<H>I(;: t n tne ~n !J •J t () u::.; 

• •• c1 "'''lcn the r e J o r e \1il1 i.:ein en t. t 11 c i<ab1)iS ' own 

f.•J S l l l 1) 1l . 

I\ ii o u:::.: hi 11 '' r i l e s l 11 u l ll 1 c c 1111 c ..:1• t o t' -'' • " , l , 1 ) ~ 0 

1.11 J r 0 ,11 o ...: i11f!, ctn dC A<.le1•1 1c ...: 111ceµ t , l.~ n11e 1H1 1 ..:t1 11 • • i:, 

;io ... t 1 u r " 0 I' 111, l.OS: .. 1.11 \. u e ltAOl> .l il l. 1.: .r -· .... .LllU L 11e 

,•_n l .! .. L 1a rgt? ..,os::.e::,.:. .. geue1·a L l<Jc"* 0 1 t' e!!.ulc1r1l) 

ctnd () rde r 1:1 1.11 e ~ orLd • • nat g~nerd l l.Ued i. s i.: •1 11\c)o...d 

u~ Lue conceµ t v f clllO uy l.l S 

.i l l er11c:1 te 

u r uuco \\O ul o mo n ity Kadus 1u11 ' s a.ss1)c J.<:nio 11 

•.> I a dnc.: trint! of t!le A l.Ura l \Jroer ~ith tne 

" ,101~ u i \)US. " ~;:, uroach su.irc:es t s t 11a L c.he "co mu.oo 

tollc are i nteres t ed Lii t he r esu l t o t t h e ~n raci e 

l L 11 a t l s , t ll e u c t 1 Ls e l f 1 , w 11 i I e L he L 11 t ere s \. o t' 

tli c s cho Lars, t he .~a ra cs, is f ocuseo on empnasi.zinj:. 

u 1c:: 1 <! Ct Lhlit 1 t. i s uoc \\llO \tori< ~ Lh~ M1.racle . 

Here \;c f i 1w t he L~rm " . ~ ,(' c 
u v. a.s 1.. auglit tn a t r«<li t i o n • • • d i)i>l 1e d t.o several 

.. 11rucle s t o r ies, includ 1 11,I.!.: liod se11d s a n ts t u ma k e 

.. no t e iu o olullc so Lhd t. i t fal l s ..&round U1t ' s 

riec k u !ld 11 rcv c n l. ::. n 1 1n l r .Hn ::. Lrikini; b HCk; t he 

:. l.11 k in~ o t th .:? "all o l Jt:r1c110; a uo a lc:t;..:nu 
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r1::corelt!d 111 '.\ umllers ~1 : l'l 's m) S l cr1out>''uuuk u J 1. 11 e 

.• a r s o l Y<>d ," of llO\\ 1<: 1l e r s 1wn11:: u C.t.h and Heb u r c 

ell.I I\! t o \1 urn Lho..: .1.SrJelites c.1b1l Jt. the descl!l"'dio~ 

,.111ori t e& . 

J.f Lhe"r 1ti.onal " ttmoraim t e l L o f t h e s e " i.1op ut ;i r 

f o lk A1ir .cl es" tlley must. havl! some tJ urµos~ in r t: luLiug 

L11t!Se lc ~e11ds; cind J)C\µu lar accc iJ tdnce would h e a 

t d J.r gue~s . 

Bes~d es , it is not so oitti.<:ult 1 o r t he ncib u is 

t n relatt! t o t be "peo r l e; " t o r 1·Ht11cr than t! S t11an~e 

t .. .:1usetvt!s from the veor>l e, the 1(8 1.HH S rive umo n11:. 

1..11e111l They cnme from and live in " our wor ld. " 

Bernard J:j3mt>er11,~r rt!._iort. s t. hat. tile Ka1Ju1s ar~ 

n.:c ru1tec.J trom al l c l ass.:::=; d nu, "som;! o r \.he !!,.r\!(jl...:::.t" 

"..:re o t 1 lebiao siock "IH ..: h 11u s t uave 111ttde t li~o1 t11e 

o r ..: acc..:~ L~ble. 100 

t111s V.11!\\ i.s "sec onded" by ~aciush1 n·~ inve~ LL-

1..at 1nns o f t.he Habl>is. nt: writes tha\. \. 11~ 1<abo i. s 

a r c 11e1 tller a clois t e r eo p;:r o uµ n o r a ,,;eµerate 

,.i1·o f t:ssional c lass . there is o n rrnp" bet" cen t ncm 

a 11d tt1e 11 f o lk." 

t he 1-<H bbis are t.>o und u v 1\llll the Li ves C\1 L ile 

t co,, le as., "ho l e , a nd i0emners o J e v ery t! C.:111101.1 1 \: 

l' r o u p o l' \? LO ne { o un cJ a111 o n11, them. uinzlJe r g 111 n is 

,..,1,.uuena.s, ;:,c h o l ars ~ ::>8lnt.s ( t"hila<1-: l ,1tua, 1 ~2 ;,, 

nO t. c:::. LllB t mor e than l •J,) sc.:hol a r s menr.inn11c.J Lii LIH! 

lit J 111 11C1 ci l'I:! o rt.i sa11s , o c.:ons l Ch: n:1L> Le number .. rad~s . i. en 

o1110 i'I L11c 1• \/ ~1 ri ous i,ro f ..;s ~ i tina l s . r o r t hem, Habl..>l-J.nµ, 

1~ mvo n li f. llt111!! . Tll1o:) ttr~ <H . ueJ r 1,, o u s 1 ness•an l 

Jo lS h u o o. Hani1a...1 1 ~ a o la l!kS1;i it.h t61181JUd L ~7u 1 ; 

Jl"lt1u:1,, 11 u ~noe1od~er. ~ . H1yya, \\>111) \\r .&.1.~::. o n 11111•c.1c t.1?s 

ll • 1e r .... ~o t Htt. tru u~s 1 n s 1lk lo •t> ci t(ama ::»~b) d 11<.I 

"> l rn.._ .... 1 . L Ukl Sl1 , l!Ol) O l ' lUlll LO llVOdu h l'..iH 'U 5'4 u , 

... , LI, Iii} " tr13 t' :,; MY t • .Loe7 " .c11y 1.1me; 11-: .is ou tll 

I d 
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l d . l . 1 .Jl 
~ .trcus ~ a l.H t o i · a n tJ i-' antnti.0 11 ~uara. 

l'rue, t here ~ re .<a libis WI.Jn Jrc t. e r men "asc: l.' tll: ::S ," 

nu L t 11ey a r e n ot the tnAl.'lSL r edm . i\OO, ev en 1. ti e 

"as<.:ct i l:S " o r the 1H:1 l>l>in j c II r o l d o f Le n has o n e f oo t 

1.11 tn i s 11or ld. t-o r e xa mp le, rt . ~ imeon , t he ~nd 

l:Cn t ury t £:nntt " iln 1 ives .tn a ct:t v e, i :s also a 

one-ti ne emi:ssar y t. o Home; a1)u v. e have "i tness~d 

11ts i.n 1~ ut l o ~Hrac les vis a Vl S I. he ,,utu r al Orde r 

J. 11 nulli11 l <:!?a \.the llllSCe,;c llb t. i ti n of the Sl1 tjke 

aud l.o..id MidrasbJ . 

f'O t 0 1.t y n r e inc tt<s boi 1::1 r1.:la1..eu t o ·· the t'eo 1i l e'' 

.s11tJ t u " t.hi s wo rld " eco no P11.1.:u ll y .JOd 1, lJy S ..L~ li li.~ -

Uut. a l so , 1.::1110 1.t u n a ll y . T11ey exi> r ei::;s tile .., r ocLica l, 

L il~ " t1aym1 s h." An d o ft. en , Lh LS t:! X., r es-< i. n n come s 

L1t r n•H! h in "ha t t hey 11 a Vt:! " ritt en a b o ut Mir·1c l es . 

HamUt:!r~er assnc i d t.e~ th e n abb 1s' im~~rs ion 

t 11 u 1c 11orl u 0 1 µ r a ct.1.;<1 l aff .! u ·::; \\lt.:1 a 4 ue lit.y 

') J lite Rablanic ,·:o rld " h !. :.: l1 ne !cs1.: ri l>1.::s as 11.. s 

'sa111ty " ("1 i.t c le s h o rt. o f ~urtu:u l o us c o n s ide ri 11p, 
' I - f ,, lJ2 

l 11: c a t.a s tro,1 11 ... cv-:n t. s o t ile a ge . J 

. .\mon • t. he !Ot)S l d Htr111 i n u e xlJr t:!::> :- !. OOS Ol Lile 

L.i i., ,. i. u rci~h ., 1.>u uL l he 1 .. 1rct\! I -: ~ • t.he mctnna, 

l •'IJllU 1 11 Lil \! 11.\!k ll \.U u l I\ . l s h 111B l!l( Yct l dSStt ~ ) 

.Jt t l.l 1\ 11 1 ..: 11 .. d s n n 1. ,,l!c1 r -; 1 11 1 • .J kut ~ hi. 1110;1 1 \ •>·>6J 

•.1u t. i.11 :.!: u ... r · ti. ' ~ L..: 15 .. .- 11 <.J ~ (\iu l u1111: U .. .!. 11<1!,!.C .ol.>J. 

11 ..:1 ~ Lue Kabu 1 s ex,,u:u11 "llY Lne 111d una l c.tllS 

cV..:l.}llu.) - r nt.11c r Lll illl .. dl ~I L IJ llC e ; s o '-Ud\. 1L 

,,, ,J ••u I c: ri • 1. ue " 1 } 1 ) 1/C ~ ,_. 11 t.h~y sh .. 11t 011 • t . 
• v1: L C ".s111 _ .,... t u~ r ... 11111a ar1•u11u 1. 11 t he u · 

., ..,11~.: r 1 , ,_., , ~ so Lile.) s11 ~1 J lo t e1.e.!.ve l t. u oo 

~..i t. it. J..i tl ." ~; n o ..:v 1u ou tl c l : 1111 s a11U\\ 1. Cll 



I.Jut a f!..O •o, llot meal. .i S Lilts uot the ,Jr<..1g:natJ.c 

s t r ain t ha t.. we nave c ome Vl a s soc h l t c 1\il.h t..he 

ttabnis : l s t.ni s 11 n t the tr un 1que tu l e nt • .• to 

s ,>e ak to 1.he t'eop Le in the idiom o f tne PeOIJ te ·1 

11.. i s t.11is unique a btli.ty t h;Jt or i ngs 

1•lurnJord·s · conv~ rse1li.nn \anachron1 :;1. 1ca l LyJ 

t.n the " o rld 0 1 the t<abbis. l'tot; Cttµ.rJ. c 1o us 

c:humt:i t:ous bu\. V<!rSatil e " s urvivors "no :<now 

" e ll ll"l" LO wi.t:ld l.n~ · · ~i den111g c:i.rc l ~ ·· •• • 

Ln ese .. r e tll~ h'.abois ''~ na~ .: !l1Count\!1·i::u wuile 

i.11v ~.s1-1 1t,a t.i.n g. ttl e ir varJ. o us t.r~atm~rn. s vl iue 

~11.rac l e vis a vi s the r•~tural vrder i.n the 

"'i.tlr<-l sh. 1\nu t n e "1de 11 .1.ng ci r cle" \\Ill. e ll A1u11rord 

i o ent..a.ti.eu "1th Lile ~ity ••• thi s l.S t. ne exµt:mdabte 

sys tem 01 the ttabois; order ed, s o tnai. " ' l. t. lu. n l t 

all may fit - e v e n, an-1 µe r ha1,s 1 ir~-emineatly 

1.11.: A1l.raclel 
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AM.J ::,U 1'11 c. 

.,10s t of us are famili a r \\i tu a cer\.et.111 a i'ocry

;.iha I t.a le a uoo L a Khuzar1 k.lug, who en11J.ra ces J udaLsu1 

( "e : 1a v ~ e ve n "bou ght it ·· into a l.it!S L-sei.l~r: .nrtllur 

~oes tl er · s Jbe rn1rteenth .a.r1beJ . ~ut, t ~ e re i s a 

t c s s - we I 1-known ap ocry i.-na l s L0 r) abo u L t.nc r u1e r 

01 a uo 1.he r ki.ngdom; II i s uers 11 i. .: ~1 \.! l. ty an ci wisaom 

Jre ,..ut. t o t. he t e s t us t n e f o lto1\ i11 c, r1uc l e , 1;-o sed 

by 0 11 e 01 t1i s s u u j ec i s . 

::.a i d t he s u bject: " :::itre, n tuoe a Ml.rucler " 
Ans~ered t he Ki ng : " Jhe J ~\\S." 

10 t.he King, t~rn v e 11s a 1·e a ,.,1rac le Dcca u s e 

t li~ ir surv i v a l seeuts Lo ll () bey()n d a I l L o~ ic • .l \. 

u uv1a 1.es a n1st. o ry 11h LCh ~ ursue s a nat~ra l c o u r s e. 

~ i thin Lh.a. s c o nt. e 111 p o1·a ry " o rlu 0 1 o v .· s 

\.h <;! l'e i. s a J.1r ocl1.v ity Lu"ard t ne lo ~.a. c<-1 l ; t. h e 

o r derly; t o \\ttrd al l tha t s i~niJ 1.e.S c.:uSUJOS. 1llere1 1. r~ , 

~heJ\ " e enc.:ounter u t. he r " u rLcJs \\i 1.11 u.111. ...: r .:nt. 

;H'Ocl 1viLi~s than o ur•s, Y. e 0 1 Le u t> .:c ouac:: o i st. uru .:d 

tn<n t ncy up 11 c::ar to, no t ouiy func tion , hut l ll rive 

o n ~ha\. we t.e r m 11 1.hc illolf.i ca l , " " t il e d l.sor J e rJ y ," 

"the chtt.otic. " 

tiecause we Sct! tn t () neeu t o 1; u t a LL tlnnJ.,s 

t n Ln Le rms o J mn n ncnr oma ti\.!s: a l l bJ acKs &nd 

a ll ~ lutes; 1; e b e c ome p er p l exed l>y \\ Orlds tha t 

o...,er a t c us c. k a l e i llo s cope o f mo Ltl ea , dap,, l e<1 nue s. 

cer ~rn1J S Llli s ~xµ l a l. n s why 111o s l. cont emµ o r a ry 

st udies o r llle ttao o 1 111. c m.Ll t ~ u 11HVI! been frus trat i n g • 

. le na v t ll u e11 u na t> l t! tu a,.,,rec ia l e the J{abni s• uniqu~ 

tH 
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dUllily t. u 1o1ake o u1. of wnat we 11d lf ht call c naos . • • 

t1u! .Lr O\\ll orig i 11al cot; 111os. Ttiey o.tre uol1.: to ..:reate 

a s 1Jectrum which em.:ompasses most of l.llt:! c1 1v~rse 

~ Lemeu1.s o t t.he1r society rron. a p letbr11' a o i 1oeas 

aml Opl. ll l OOS. 

ne OilV t::! <JI.fl 1cu 1 t y i.n ~ soc i e ty i n un~o!rS tttnui11~ 

1. 1,1:;. 1\11y: oecttusc we t e 1u.l Lv t 11 1nlt o J. iue l«::touis• 

world as l! city " Ortd ••• <:Had since ci.ly worlds 

d\!ruand order l nrderly stree ts, orde r ly garbag e 

~o tl ec t1 ons ••• , ••• 11owca n Ins oe·t 

By the ir treat:ue nl or the v a ri.ous pos l.ures 

o n Mi.ra c I e s vis a vis the Natura l ll rdc r, t. h e Habois 

n <JV \! mude our qut!::it.it1n ~ tut1Je o ne l o ans1,er. 

1\e mu s L not ap,>ro <l cn th~ t<a o 11 i.nic mi .l i.eu 1Jc ar1nFt 

t. 11e ye r s,..cc tive or o ur o"n mi.li e u; 11e u;ust instead, 

rec:o~11ize t.ne ori g 1ua l 1 ty o i til e 1HiD1Jl.S; t.o 

l. th.:or,,ora L t L l 1.: uncu nvt.!H\.l.oaal ci nu Lne co11vco ~l. ·i !Uil; 

t. l1l! " oon~iui.an" und t. t1e .c.SL3U f .1Shmcn t ;" t nc:: , .. i.racle 

\\llll Ltle .. at.urd l vrd l.:! riug \ " 1.,,atur:: l v rOl!r " out. 

<ICC:O l'0 1ng l.O LUC Lr t e r 11SJ, 1•llu, 1.1. l. .:> \. u .1.l:i qua1 i.1.y, 

L11t1 \. l u 1 c:: n t., 1. 11a t. mak1::s 1.11e •~il l>Oi.s ' 9'orla .a.u .. o 

l.Jrma Hvmoeck · s one-s1ze-fits - all-rose - pe 1.. ..i l c d g i.rdle! 

-
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h;di 1..h Lances was onl:e t he I eading, name i.n corse t s . 

In til e ~hrisnan carrier, the fate of biordano Hruno 
would verify 1..oi s ana tysi.s. Accordin~ t o uanie l orinton 
and thomas uavidso u •s S tudt.es o n uruno, it is t he 
pries t ·s beti.e l i.n unceas ing cha nge and llis unde r s t etn<J i ng 
o J an i.mperfec t world, \.httt l eads lli 111 to the s iake . 

The ter.i1 inolop,y to t>E: used lle.Llllf not 11on-1<abai n1c , 
but non-lireek. 

J..11 ta is ~tuoies in Judaism \~nd series page L..!2 J .:>chec t er 
r ei.iorts the student s frust.ra t i o n a t oo l.h ti .s ting t.tnd 
ctefi•d.ng. 

c..ven Kaa uslnn , no.,ever, is us iup; definil.tons. t1os t 
r e l eve:tnt to our di s cussi on l.::> l\adushin s Otdiniiiou 
of r e&ula r t. t.y as "hctbt. t ual adJus1..menl.;" a deJ.ini1..ion 
ada~ table t.o our o"n ··e1ast1c scheme ." 

l\.uduSU.Ln \ on page l 5~ oJ th~ aiabl>inic 1111ndJ u.ses as 
tal.s examp l e io \\ nicu a chani:;e u1 si.ure o~res1u. \. " l.i.. 

\.!ha r ac: t e ris t. ic Of "nes " • • . .:>hauoa t .5.>b. u e rt!, .l ll d O 
exc trnnge be t ween 1t. J oseJih a11d "baye. u man is deea1 .?d 
by t he fo r mer t o be great because a ~ 1rac l e is 
,;~rfo rme<.1 f o r n im, but unwort11y l>y t. lh ! l P tt.er, 
l>t:cause 1..ne s1 dre oe res lul \ats chan~ec.J 1u Ins case. 

utul e reco.;n1zing that l ite ol.lllical aud rtcsllbinic 
meun i n g.s of 11es di f ter, l\&d us hin cites t•s alm 1 ·)6:2~ 
as \. he source for the noti o n 01 a u o d r es ,,onsio l e 
f o r ooth ch&ng es · and .. every day ~1 1racles. " 

Ka dushi.n , Max 

.1. e ...,a tho l il: c.n c;,c l oped~a ,;at;a ts~4. 

a ·n11 1C<.1l l y, LIJe i ssu e t>y \\'11 1 \.!ll \.b.; lareeKs J1s t.1. ngu1sh 
themse lves from t he "bctrhariuns," order, i s Lhe very 
i s ~ue oy wni cta t.h .! ttcti>bi n ic ;:,ys t em can dJ.st.J..ng ui s h 
u .self from the ureek. i.. .ike t.h e "abo ts-a utl -Lodg es , 
1..t1e ureeks · l o ok dm\n on the oarbarians f or oe i ng 
diso r der ly und needin~ l a w; a no a cert.a.in Kabbinil:a l 
e l t:111t:11 t. see111~ t o to1i k d0\1 !l th tn ou t he ureeks io r 
neeoin~ any urd~r. 
n l:C O r'dlll6 \.O 1'\0l>er t urant, L 110Se l ro111 Lit~ S ChOOIS" 
of ... ynicistJJ a n d ;:, t o 1 ... i sm wi t1 wodily , o. t. a J.aie r \.iwe, 
L111 i- pos tula t e oy r t!garuing ltle at.lveu\. 01 ..,{~w as 
mere l y a s te1• J.11 the c .av.i t1zi11.::. µro cess. 

ur1:111 t. ex plai11s t hat ;:, t. n u.i.u:nine a dop t s , the n a da .. t.s, 
t h es1: ~em i.mu cs 1·ationes: t. h e orL ~ i.11 e,; t.lld \. a t .... r ea t i o n , 
uo u i nS>.! l' L ~ u t "le se cau sa l IJ1· l. rn.: 1 p les whi ch go vc! r n 

-
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all subsequt!nt ev e n\.s, mirac u l ous u r no t. 1111.1.l e the :>toles 
111J 1 SiiY l htlt t iles~ semi na l .: s r atio nes are .Ln matt.er, 
.,ugu s t1 ne sees t ~ iem as ~c in~ "' ln the soul .i f tile univer se . 
i.11 Ml drtis h d Slmllldr OOL i o n lhllJ l .: u~ t ile MlrBCl l!S u Od 
SOIAS i nt o 1'B t u r e al the l 'l1 ill l!ht 0 1 the .::>8!.>bath 0 1 
\.- f 'en t.1. n.1 'ii e ek. 

1n1•J1a.s 1yl c: r sug i; e'='l::: that l..it .: r, t ile .;aa;.1u c e e::. 1All ! 
1....i,;1-o> t o r .:J, r es unt 1.11~ c.1 .Lc u 1•eans, .! Ill.I the. narJ.S t!.:::., 
c.1;1;: - t. Ol~S . 

1..rouch, r..i_:nnu .m .!..!!.!:.. .:>8§ios: Tbe u · ~ooce;J\.:::. aJtd o-=.>l.L~fs , .. 1 !:: ~ u~. 
1

" "I h~ ~ rea t.est tl.ang.5 in Lh~ \1orlo aro? ::.elJom s1Jt: c l acu1a1·. )' 

In 

l7 

io 

l~ 

2oJ 

1:urr i caues art! s1,eclacul a r, uuc soft. ra i n makes ll1.1ta~.$ ..,r<'\L '' 
.. • Ad l ai ;:, ievenso o. 

l ' n JI B~e 2J of Tbe tturacie cmd Ntttura l La•· t. r~rnl tffll.es: 
"I'he f e"' exj:. Lanal.1.ons of M1rti cl es wh ich"""""'i7hilo g ives, Sl!t:m 
t 0 1·e.f lee\. t h e ideas o f the .:>lo 1 c µ hiloboµ 11 e r ros1donius. ·· 

lio r~eu, reder dread rrom ueaven pa~e d. 

Io iJ e vita ~tosis .l lOl ! 11110 ~sks: "wha l is the civ~r 
o f i:.gypt 1\hen it ov~rfio"s v~ r·y y.?urt out a rain1~our 
lro m u~uea th? " 

aurg~n, t eder tlreaa From Heaven µag~ 11~. 

Ben jamin Kosovs ky in his " O l Zdr'' r o r :,J.fra. 11a~<? L.!7 4 
defint>S " n es " as: " y,..;,_, 1 I) )N , '/ iA'/f ,,,...~; 

.!l oo t.h urar1 t and urbach cite 1,,uap ler 37 as a11 examµ l~ o f th is . 

.!L 
He i <ler, Joseph Tile Book o f \\1s dom 1 wi..~ ..!20 . 

'_, , ) AJ cJ 

c·~:,. '_, 
,) - ~· ., . 

_ .. l.Jor dis , kobert "The .-,ocia J l:iackg r ound o f ll 1sdom Li. t ~ra\.ure" 
h . u.~.A. \.olume l ~ (1~4 4 ) 1iil14e tSl. 

-
5 ~tum1 oro ' s studies f o cus o n tht! city, rat. ll\:r Limn Lile 

~ab1>i11i c \\orla • 
.!h 

.!;:i 

Ginzberg. , Louis Legends of \.he Jews Volume 11 pa~e 356 . 

I n hi s Hr tic le, "The- :, i ~nifica11t:e of :\i racles f o r TaltauJ J.c 
J uda ism" ( pa~e 4 0J) Guttmann ~riLes tbttL in the late 
1·harisai c ueriod , :.Jirac les <:1 r e r es tr1<.: t. e d t o the domain 
o f i ndivitlualiy experlencecl Mll' ..iclt::s ~d t. 11 .iu \.ht! lcn~s of 
Na ture • 

Maimo ni cies , Moses Guid e f or Lht! ,.-er p l~xed l.1 Chapl.er 2::;. 

-
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•100\.efior e and Loe"e ~pa6e b~2) rcler.a tc! .M1r .• cles 
to Ll1e fJast, ~~bile Grant Ula@.e 16J) wr ites:"U1o u f.?;h 
some ~aracles are poss 10 le in t.he p r esent., tt•e t.ruly 
S \.uµendou s A111·:1cle:s ( a qual Lt.ative anu l ys.tsJ do not. 
oo" occur." 

"How 1s i \. t.IHH M1ruc le,,; were t'erf ur1ned J o r 1 o rmer 
~ t!11e r tjt1ons bu t rir>l f<'r u ::;? " 

(Aba.}e) .,.did: "oec&ll::>e tnc edrJy g~ue1~ .. t.1 uns uscu 
t u 01: r eady l o sacrifice l.11 .:i r L1vc:.:> f. o r tile 
~unctity nf God's n ame, b ut "care uot." ~rit1cal 
Lo a u e f iailive slUO.) of tltis t ext •1·1"1 ld oe a 
p r oper unde r standing_ of t.h.: t erms "r i sf1f)11im" .ind 
" k 'dushc~ hu shem". 

Urbach, C:pbra 1m 'rhe ::,a~es: The 1r 1..nucep t s ant..! 8e l ie.f s 

G1nzber g , Louis Legeods of \.he J ews Vo lume V 1n1~e 175 . 

i'lle ever- 1, resen t. ui l emna: .L S this d M1 r<Jcle and/or a 
<.: nanire in t l1e Uni v er s a I Order '/ 

, , ; ~I /J ,1.1 ; ·1c 
{ 

~.oor1:, Geo r ge f'oo\., Juclu i i;l'l ±..!! L.,e F'iri- l ;....?n Lu:- ies of 
1.he ~hristian ~ra l 1Jt1 ~ e 53~) u1kcs Ullsfro111 t h e 
Yalku l on Jos hUS-13 : 16 . 

i\lthou ~h luis •11racle has ~ µo rti:;, neverllltdess i.I. 
llc>e;,. no1. seem l. I) ue an cxA •o lJ ll! of 11 O J ;1...rtr:> O .J " 

YihLCll YiilJ oe d eLitl with ful'l.h ..: r 0 11. 

C1nZbt!r~ Louts -, \ 0 lume 111 

rhe ver~e ~it ll c. Lisha 1s 11 t\.LO:f S ~ :6 an lt 1. 111: c.liJtth 
v e .. s e J. S 1 l\i O l!.S 17: 1 i ... as .L l rai.1lo in 1·a1cs Llllt! 

nril..) lO "inter, thi s LS "J..I!"' t::d as li r1::vers d L uf 1.he 
l\a turul v rder • 

Tn e o the r µ ro1Jhe1. 1 11e11tion n~a 15 Ahrl'ti~m . 

The "Microl.:nsm" ..,assa2,e i s al:-.o 1 0 Ull J 1.ll 11 {'1 fN ,J ./1 1 ,.} n 64. 

Po r di d not Jo~hua o . 11ll11J1 1 L ..1 l1 sa.v lho t"lh ...: ., i o us o f all 
1. eo 11 le fl[1ve a s :w re i11 t l1c wo r ld lO Cf)mt!, " 

Gu1.trnann, ,1lcxa11d;?r " t he.: .:>i,_!,11ificance o f Ai ..1.raclcs 1 or 
Htlmudic .Jud a i sm" :1 . u . - . . . • 'l l ume .\.X ~l ~ .f7J. 

~100 1·t!'S .inLl.!r'J re<.a 1.Lr1n of .,er &ko t. 21>a f,J.Ll s to l ock 
Li i l •' h.H' ~.: rl1 cr n .1c.1 1y ,.1s ol oerakoL <:!dn where tile 
... r c . .,~11 L '' o. n ; Lh c " 1>tt S l • <Ire Lf)1• ..: l os e " ' ' hi! <1 il'lert::11l. 

tJ f '1A 111. 11d, .\• ishna <'tct l1 ~: L") -":l~s "he ,, ;is Lhe la,,t. of t.he 
... i. racl c 11n r kL r·s . " l l i~ 1..: 1 l lnr llS t. • t rl ll.:Sl L O O lite 
.:01 • 11 1 1 h .. . 1:.c e 1. f l n i s lll.•~ . 
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Th~ t.ex t v t d ul l 1n t'ur t.1 ·ay.; t.h ~ worL11y i.11t11v1du<Jl 
tt:. tt t.rue "ca l.a lys L. :" \\' llll il<HHUi:t vr tt . 1Hy ) a 
LIH:!i r m~l' i.L.S 1. 1wr1st! f o r t. he uc '-it.:r t.ue 1~ n o l e wo rLa, 
but. 11o t. t. t11:mse lves. 

'lht! 1>11drash a p •• ear s in ..1 r 1at. i o 11 t10out ;:,in1eon u . na l &1' t.u . 

rh i s 1 .s one o f t.nc I e" ca.:>e!:.' \\ 11er 1: ue1, ~n dt!11ce l> t.he 
occur ence o t a 1>. irac1e results 1 a v o r a b ly; 1-er11aps a 
r e fl ect. ion o f .. an111d' S s11,;e r1o r meri t. 

I< . At~oa o . ithava hi d ~r<i .::en t u r y haby l o1uan atllora 
l\l,o i.s nn aestt1el.J.c: the 'l'a lmuo re l'ort. s .ie s t a y s a t. 
sy nc:1 ~oc.ue l OOl!c:r t han .,.·.yo11e else; tie nv c ::>11' t ~ J ~e;, 

r egular l y! MOSt r eJ,;O l'l 3 0 11 n baye, 011 l.ne O l. he r h ctnd, 
i> o rt.ray 11 i 1.1 as i n ltl~ mdin~t rea:r1 uf J. 1 fe . " i.n oern ko t 
3 5b 111! J.inu a s t alt:meut lhat Aheve thi :1ks ll lle .3l1ould 
nn t st udy so much as 1.11 exc •ud e alt e l se . 

nn exa111µLe a nd oel11nt.i n11 of .. /€~J .-ifl it1 

:.1~kl. l l8 o J .. . ~ 1 meon L> . LOhd l. \O'S!lel 1ach l 7J 

~ekJ. l ta 01 n . i. snmacl \• ' 1 J:.sa 7, 

.:tccordit1!, t.o .:-.iu g, c=c , l\.Oli lc: r · ti l so varl. v us1y J.<Jen LLli.e s 
llle 11a :. l Uirn as 1 l'luris.:es, .:.sscnt.:s ~nJ ·. n c: ... \!11 u l. 1. IJe 
ur~ tH ..>YUAtioOf!,U e . 

u 11e canno t. t.etl a ,l!,en l l. l e "ho ~o,ne s t o cxi t11 g u1 sh 
Litt! ll i' h t 'do t l. eir oon•i. 1 ••• nec R11c;e 1 1.'!) uol o ur 
Oul t ~·a ti ~1 n • 

1h i s iul.drash l .:i a l so 1o u11d ln .. e 1 e r n~ nit,g,aua11 \ ; ; ; .· ) 

11e 11avc dO u n u suts l s 1 Lucl Ll 1>n llt! r l,! in t. .1d I. u s ual l y a 
l dnna l !:> l:l 111o r t! au t. 11or.lt~L1ve 1.rade11 t. . ou t, ttab utth, 
in1.er~:.~i11 a: ly, l.S also o t te ri descri uea tis v e r y 11.lous . " 

·H~ I inJ a sim 1 l iiJ r account t n , <.1y 1kra n aba 0 4 ; 16. 

1lu s ue pencJ cnce \Ht 1 Ol)L ue ciov o c a Led ny L.h c rna ins trc 8Al ; ·· 
11;..: sllo ll e xa111111e thi s under .. J J JJ 1 C /"1C ... 
1..tut. Lruin11 , "r1t.~s \Ou ,,.,~\! 403, {ha t 111 1.11 e i d te 
, l1ar1sa1c µ~r1ud , Mlrdc l e:. u r t: rest ri. ~ tcd to 1ndi.vid ua l1y 
exµt:rit: nced ~1racles; hut t. h a t. ~here co llec t.1ve nir ucl es 

-

11 I 

·' 

du cJ,,...,<!u r , l •.ey a r c OciS ico L 1.v <an ex1>uns.i. on of tadiviou ul 0:1es. 

-
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FUO f :'411 1 ~S 

, ,1nzber~ r e1. o rLs tVo lume ..l 1Jd tt C 5U) Lile scn timent.s 
of .iet· l: S l 11 L Kabi:t 3 . ::; th.-. t J. Srac I 1~a s tct lcen .i n t o 
spe1.:ja l c:o n s idernt.111 11 at. t11e tira.: m<J11 was made. 

!l.tml.li i:l rl. y sL<sl . ..:d t11 Ya l kut ~h' rnont "'tfa:J ,..i th.; e vj6. 

1:..cclesu.1::. Les :-:ahu l :LI 0 11cer11s l. LSel l •l l.Lll a 
CIJ.scusslo11 of .\1irucles of · 1at.t.er··a11 d "fo r mer" ti.mes. 

,. par al l e l t ex t a..,1ica r ::. .1.11 .::>efcr Ag0a ua n } 11./\ tHHJ 
f'[ja 1111 2Ub , 

tne st.rttte1uc ..., rinc.t ~ le o f do11 1 t. sic.111u .tu a p ldce 
o t uat11-te r 1u I 1 u~ d 1scussed shor ll.> . 

· a ruan snou I J no t 8 tand t n a p lc1ce o f cilln~t! r a110 
sJy a 111 t racte l\ii::. J<>1lc= fnr llim; Der'i #Jns 1t won' c. 
uc . .rtnd tcvenJ it H .. 11riic l e i s 1Jt~r .t orined f o r h im , 
i L is ueducLCd fro111 his merl h.' 

llentsis 3l: l O: · .1 ~ecnme di.rninished oectl use o f 
ol l lhe deeus o f k111d11ess a nd truth . 

Later 0 11 11e ehtt l l p ursue alJ.ui; ious Lo .. o rdeca i tt n d 
t.stl1cr coocerni. ng t11is Mirac l e. 

;le have ttlready e u cnunter ed " · Josep 11 i11 ocrako t. 6u, 
t~k1n ~ a p r o -oes stance. 

l\ttUus lan vie"~ the i>rin.:l 1Jl t:, " lien a sociated w1 t. h 
lit e perforrna 11ce of a 1111\.zvot, us a n ~• t\.. t:!tnp t t.o 1nod1fy 
1<. c. l t!azar• ::. dictum iu ttulJi.n l42a t1·,at µ t:rson s 
t:ll:O:.o:tl!ecJ in w1 tzv o t a r•e keµt fr,,m ha r 111. 

! ~ .... ,,., ,. 
I lily bc1:1r t 1 5 J o int.. I 

. 
l'he .1raira i c !.S u sed ner t:: '( : ... ~ c 1._J 
uen r gd r uo t ~oorc \~awt 4d l J ~!aces ~~i.r .tn the 
"Ll1 hc n c r .. llo n of tu11 r1 a 1m. 

I. I 
r" 
' 

I ' I ._ ' . ,, .. 'I .... . ' ,, . 

t\lla t urbuch u1d11 L1 0 11s .. on psge 1 13 o f ~ ;:,ac1,~s, 
1\ 11 l Od ex,1.lnd ed 0 1,01, i11 ou r discussion o n 
l\a tu r a J urci~ r anJ t.u rac l es in t he nex t cllap t.e r. 

• .I _., 

tt? 

(j1nzberg, Louis Le~enrt~ o f the Jews Vo lume .tll page lt:I. 

l"ri ck , Frank t11 e "'.t ty i 11 ~ncl.ent israel pat!e 2.; l : 
1 F'1nkt:l :itt: J. n St:!e:: the prnJJhet.s as rl! p r eseu ta tives 
o f 1.e.1sa11 Lr , 

,t 
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The relevance of "sustenance" t o ··1..1 ty 1' ~nu t11e 
1taoiJi11i c milieu \Hll ue d 1scus:sed i r1 1.he next 1.:nup t.er . 

Ginzbe r 1- , Lou is Le,;;,e11d$ of the J e ws Vol ume l ..,a ::;e 11 5. 

~ !iade, Mircea ~atterns in ~ompard tive ~e li gion pa~e l d7. 

til e c o ntext nere i s tlH JUstifica i..i o r1 f o r a s p ecia l 
ocoed1c L1on J ~on dri nkin~ water. 

c.x o dus l\aou 2 1 :6 r£: 1J 0 rts diffe r e :i tly; ~ n<1 L t ile sea 
sirn uod p11t Mis a r m o n l!oses' ri !l.h t !li:jnd \"hen the 
se~1 hxa h i v e n .\10ses a h a rd ti111e): a ml 1 t f I ees . 

1111:: t s ~ im il i;_i r t i. t he m1:1nna Mirac le \1l1er< the mann a 
assumes a differ~ nL " favClriie LdSle" acco rding Ln t.lie 
i 110ivuwa 1. 

uirizberg , Louis 

... vn), includin i<- c.r1c h rrnm11 , 11av~ ado1Jled t. 111s leu1' 

.if 1a .tth 1111.\!r; . .r·et.at.ion:" on l .v <:tJ t c r t.Ho:: 1 J.S ::. l Jew 
::: lc 1J S i 11 , dues t11e Allrac l e uu 1,, e ri: 

•,.,~ ) I{.•~ i/ ._ ,) , I .... .J /~~ 

.ds o 111 ,..,e f c r ,\ggadAll , _ .... . 

(,r ·ani l µag~ 166) l il Ke s t lu. .s u-.:counL from Jo~ephus' 
An t.tquiti es \ \ :,7- !:JtS . . .,ce a l so "ay-1:H<> Li o 11 " ~11racl es 
111 L rtt! f ol l•111in !.' .:l1a11 t er t o e x 1J lai.n .. .111 unr.t1 e ~nrn(,;le. 

. ' 1;e r 1H 1 r,,,. s ouls dS yet unfini $hed . 

l~t nZ bt! r ~, Lnu l ::- Lege nus o t the ~ Volum t.\ \t ~tt!'.e I J~ . 

<;nin t, l{O bo!t ' t .'.lu r u c l ~ d ll d Nat.urct l Law nap.e 1 :)3 . 

l..J'cHI L , Kobe r· t Mi. rc1.: I e a n cl l\a tura l i, ::tW f• tl '!.t: 157 . 

••.lll2 J ' I:.., I,(; II l S 1 ,e~i;!n,1-= <J I Lil e J4;!WS Vol ui11e J l 1 .. aµ:li! J .!l. 

1. 111zu 1.: r1;.. 1.1 t U l :::- I I.!~~ "' r t fl - cl ) 1.11e J ews '/o ~U fllt! 1l ! }.h1i~c ..!b. 

" . 

--
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Urb('lch , C:i.ihra i.in l'l1e Sau.1::s •'d;'I.! ll. .. ; Urbach 1:11 sv 
qun t \.!s t . Hi.yy a IH 1r Ab oa find IL AblJAh•l as S.J~ i.n .t., 
'TJ .e ay o t n ii11 l '- ic. re.~'"e r t. hr1n t hat of t.11e 
res •J l't' <! c t i.on nf \.Ile <lead .' 

ui.nzb..! r g , L ou i. s L e11.en d:. 0 f' the Je"'S Vo lume J. v 

•1umfnrd, 1Je.ri s f he ~i t y i. 11 .. i s t o rl'. !'a i:i;e l l 7 . 

page 

v n p ai~ e L·17 0 1 1be naboinic asl.nd , ~adusu l. 1 1 .,iro1,flses 
Lhat .:> ifre to ue.ll:'e ronomy ..>~7TexemtJ 1l1ies l.he .. aturbl 

3tSJ . 

v rd e r 1>1l.rtt c1 t!S wnt:11 i. \. s ~ eaks of t h e rac l. lt1at natura l i. 
l"Jl.)J Cl.!Ls uno uO "-est i C<tLed ani.m(jls doiJ' t chanice \.h e ir 
rtd ~ or mu .1 dah: ·• o u c C10 i:! SO ' L ge t w11 e1:1 t i.t barl ey is s rm n. 

1.Hrn1 1J ~ r i:,e r, oe r 11u rd 1hc ;:i t o r \ o r Judaism tJ ll '1,e I l v . 

"vouu11 L.1:1r1:1t1 :'i4u, fro:J 11oluc11 ...: •, ._'1 . ... ~/ r ..:omes. 

oambeqi,e r, oer11 a r a th \! :>~orv 0 1 ..ruda isra ,.iagt: l Gt>. 



draude , .~ l l I i am 

duo.:r. ::io l o 111o n 

Hu b e r, So l om 0 •n 

f ro::e<l1rta n, ff. and 
lmo n, mau r1ce 

r !' l e o la 11 d I.! r , ue r a l d 

P~.s 1k ca 1:<abbati \. rale v 11 1v<! r s 1 ty y r ess 
•• ew Haven l~ 6t11 . 

!'h i: M1d r as11 0 1 t'~at w~ ( l'J le un1\•e1·s 1ty 
1·re:ss "e~ Haven ll:l 5~J . 

M1 dras11 L..ULd ~ ::ion0 ~ :> 0115s , ~. 
Ld11 entatl"Oi'l'S ~ 1:.cclesi.astes \derlin l t:St' 

1hc •H:!kllta of n • .:> 1..i.111un o . \'olla.i 
(Jeru::.til~m 1 ~5~, . 

Sifre Uev81'l.ra \ d el. l ML a t ·as11 L ' n.au oau.iw 
0 1 A•erica l~6~ J . 

M1drash Haba {Soocino ~ress Londo u l ~~: 

rl.rke de uabbl. c.•1ezer \.The ~bap ters of 
Rau bl. ~li eze r ~ ~r~Jl J ~ccorain& .!:.£ 
~ A1anuscri p t 8 elon111.inr; .!:..2. Abranaro 
Evstein of Vienna {'Y'he lHoch i ' ubl1~li111~ 
Com~any ~e~ York l ~ l 6J . 

S1f'r~ d e b e Hav l~t cnntt l ti4t. 

l hc Mek1lL a a e rl . l s hmac l (damber~er 
und 1,ahr111an J1.?rusal~1u l ~ti .>J . 

utzar Lashnn ha f a l rnud (Mi.srcid h.· 1. 111ukll 
J cru~ale~ 1~ '7°2 J . 

k1drusn nu li'1dul on t.hc 1 entateULh 
(.a10::.u o lld - t<a v l\.onk 1· u u l 1 s in11;1. '"'om.,c:at • .) 
Je)' u oA J. e 1u l!:l ..io J • 

... uJ 1 ..s ot• J ti1mu111 ti 11. , .H dpas ( :,ef ~ r t .u L:.Su1>.ol J erusu L\!m 1~7 ~ J . 

t.i ... b o by l n 1..1.on l a lmud 



Jor~en, r-ede r 

c.1J.a<1e, ,...J.rcea 

Fr J. CK, r rank 

l.J.L11zb e r 11, , Lo ui.s 

nreao !:..!:2.!!!. neaven, !!.!! c.Xep,eltc<tl .:> ludy 
Of \.he ..,once,1 t ~ ,.,anna ~ C.h e \JOSpe l 
~ vohn ~ th~ .. rit.Lng,s !:!._ ,11110 
• Leiden . -·"· ori l l, L~n s ,. 

1·h~ "'l. ty !!! .rtnci. en t ~sr<!e l 

\. .:> . 11.l .. . Oissertation ..:>e ries 36 l~tlJ• 

Legl!nus -:>f the J e ws (J . .t- . S . A. PbJ.ladelp n.ta l ~t» 

lio o de110U~ll, t..rwin ':;!)__ LJ.g,ll t., LJ.&ht \ldJe vnLV e r S .l.\.y J· l'eSS l ~u5J • 

u o r o t s, 1to1Je1· \. 

uran t, rtol>erl 

"..:>OCial o8Ck~ruUUd J. tl n .lSdOUI t..J. .. e rat.UrE: .. 
\h. U ..... n . YOlume ld 1~44J. 

Atl.racll! uod 1~at .ira 1 La" J.n uraeco-n oman 
ttnt.I . b&rly "bristian 7ii"Ouiht. l l\ •1 rt.11-uol ldnd 
r- u olistu.n~ ... ompa ny 1'mS t.t!rClam 1~5.&J . 

uu l t. mdn11 , n l e xander ·• tile .:> J. S,nJ.fi.1.:ance " 1 ... 1racles J or 

.._aoushi.n, ~tax 

~olll e r, l\etufma n 

L\!VCrto tf, raul 

.\,J l iriu, u ruc e 

•• :on1.e t.L or1:, .... G. 

~·>0 1 ·e 1 uc o r ,.tt: r oo t. 

M .lmf o r d, Ll:I\ l S 

1almud1c Judai sm." \_n .u . ... . .. . wolurne ..!U l ~' 

• ne ria blH nJ.c a11nd \ .J. 1 • .:> . ·' . , , c" J. ork l ~o~ J • 

J e\\ i sh iheoloe,y ~ystemttt.l<.: P- 1 Ly dOd n1stori. ca1ly 
\,Ons1dercd , t nt: •18CJ'11.L l a 1 ... om; 1~ny l::1lt:SJ. 

111.tdrash .;, J.fre on t\Wllllers \tt. uolub, London l~'' 

ihe ral es t..tn e 111anna 1rHdiii.on \L eiden ..... J. 
Uri l l 1~6~J . 

1he uoc 1..r UH? o1 •• erJ. LS 111 vld a<Ubb l. DJ. ca l 
Li"i'c rat.urc lj\l~V ~e~ iOric-1~681 • 

Juda J. sm in l.be rirst "eniurJ.eS of Lue 
\..hris t1 anMra; 1ho.: •L t>~ 0 1· &.h~ .tannU'lli 

• Olumc &i HHrvdr~ u ~ress 1~27J. 

1he " 1t.t ~ ttJ.sLory 1 l'arcourt., orace and 11orld 
l\t!l' i o rk L ~ <>lJ. 

"! .. o lif J.n<1ex of u1lmu aic-11nJ.dras11 i.c Ll.t. e raLure. ·· 
1.r11 ~s 1. s; un1ver~ 1t.y n1 .1.ndiona 1 .. ~tJarL111e nl. of 
r nlk lore u l oomin~ton , ~ndi ana IY54J. 

-



Pa tai, r<aphael 

rreuss, .Julius 

;,cllec hl.er, ,:,olomon 

Sco tt., K.d . L 

;,1lver ttu n, ma rtin 

.:> l n &e r , ;,no l om 

J'enn~nt, r. I< . 

urb&cil, c.11hra i.m 

11 o ifson, tt. A. 

the rtebre1,· lioddess \ K'l'AV 1~67, . 

o i.bli. cul anu 1alniud ic :uedecine 
\r rec1 K OSnl! r L r .tns l a t. i. on .:>anlll.!d r .i n 

r ress 1 ~ 7oJ . 

o ook of ~i.sdom \Harµe r and uros. 
~.ork , 1~~7) . 

!:)tudi1:s i. 11 ..,uoa i.sm \ J.r .S. A. 1::1uts,. 

The nncho r ol.01 c c.cc l es i.as l. l!S 
(Dou n leday and \..Ompany l~ ti5J . 
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