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‘INTRODUCTORY “CHAPTER @

‘Brief ‘Sketch of ‘the History of the Jews-in Poland until 1648,
FBOLITICALLBISTOBY:

Ttis difficult - to .agcertain with certainty when the first.: Jewigh
-gettlerg. came.-to Poland. "Some of the historians+==both Poligh.and Jewighew=
are of ‘the opinion-that they came there:in very .early times. (9th.Century),
-while others give a much.later date (13th, Century). Dubnow -holds. ‘that ‘the
,ﬁSlavnlands on the hanks offtheEVarta.and‘the%Vistula,fb@lng;ncarest?Western
;Europe,;wereeboundﬁtOJattnact Jews.at a very early period:in-their capacity
:aginternational ‘traders.and ‘that -these -ephemeral -visits frequentlysresulﬁed
‘in permanent settlements in the lands-that in-the first instance were vis- ;

:ited for. the purposes of »trade.

‘The first extensive:immigration of“Jews to Poland ocourred -at - the o

‘time of the First Crusade:(1098}. ‘Poland.and Lithuania were.at ‘that period Py

B —

, } an
‘the oqlx;ﬁggoPaan.countnies:whererthefJews'found=sheltersandtconsequentlyg b

it -can:be well understood :why large numbers of~fugitive“Jews from the’Wes%ern
-flelds of carnage fled.- thitbcp..Smmllar extengive : immlgrations of Jews to
‘Poland fol]owed as.g result of ‘the Crusades of 114R--1147 .and 1194,

*During -these years the-Jews of Poland, on:the whole, enjoyed un-
disturbed peace :and prosperity;with only'every-nowfandﬂthehzan outgbrgak‘of
‘minor :importance :against them. ‘Fortunately whenever these discords occurred
‘they -were denerally suppressed by:the nobility of the various principalkities.
-The ‘reason '‘that ‘the nobility and the princess:took so kesn an:interest -in:t-
‘theip-Jewish :subjects may be accounted for by the fact that -they:(the Jews)

:wereaindiﬁpensible to PolandJs. needs.. Poland :Lacked .a middle class<<=its

-m‘-an-h-*m-Av--dcq-ﬁp..wg—wm-uu-l‘ﬂ“m—vww'uwﬁw.lwmr i pavpe. s T NG s U T 30T 4 B T A ] ST YRS v SN G AT (o Y Y A DT T g

1 The feote in this.ohapter . sre based primarily on-a study of -Dubnow.and

of Graetas.




population consistéd-of:noblesfand peasants only.'ThefJeWS‘suppkiedfthis
deficiency «in-the ‘normal -scheme of economic affaire. ‘They.acted :as'the
pioneers of *trade :and finance, .engaging in various commercial pursuits.
‘Purther, many of 'them were employed :by:the monarchs:and -the nobility:in
‘the7capacity of :agents or - tax-farmers-and:in:a feWzinstandes:even:as diplo-
‘mats:and :intimate advisors. :In this manner:the kings :and the :nobility, many
.ofowhom;were#thniftless>audvextravagent,ffoundéthessoben,zindustpious;and
AkeanﬁwihtediJewswinvaluabLe;

sDuring “the 13th.*Gentury,fhowever,fﬁhere:waSEa:debermined:effort
“to undermine this:ideal-condition of:affairs.in which the Jews found. them
-selves, “This propadanda of ‘hatred :was ' carried on:by the Church, on:the one

Q«,X‘i £ ; "y l,! v@ﬂ/Z/Mm
‘hand, and by - thé’ne1ghbonlngAstates on-the other. The:ambition of the. former

Yt g

:was “to obtalnﬁconvertSfto“Ghnlstianity,qwhxlefthe;Latterfin:setthlng;1n*the,
nfPthsh:citieS¢as‘mer@hanﬁs;andﬁtnadesmen;natuvably»foundﬁinﬁthe:Jews*senibus
':compebit¢rs;yTheﬁbest.of?thé:Pokishrrulers,fhoweyer‘soughtéto»cope;withlthe

;situaﬁion:soyas:to protect ‘their desirable Jewish subjects. Such:a ruler :

~was-Boleslav. of ‘Kalish. With:the:consent of ‘the'high officials of ‘the state.
-he?issued;in.1264fa:charter;whichﬁolearly:deﬁined:the.poéihion ofthe Jewish
?subjeots.@This:charterfsubséquentlyfbecamefthe:corn$r¢stona;of*PQLishﬁJewish
‘legislation.In:it many privileges were granted ‘to the Jews:but, on the

other ‘hand ‘some ‘restrictions were enacted. :It is, nevertheless, :as Liberal :a
documantuas:might'haﬁenreasonablyfbaenxexpeoﬁed.- J

“But -while ~the temporal :authorities endeavored to regulate the re-
‘Lation of:the Jews to -the country with .at least:a semblance of 'the principle
of :justice:and more:especiallyin.accordance with its:economic needs, the
‘Church, unmoved by either noble or pattiotic reasdns but. only ingpired by a
deﬁirBJfornuniversal:supnemaoy,;usedﬁtts'influencertowards;separabingﬁthem

from-the:body politic and place them:in a-position of .a despised sect, :For

1




|
t

‘the present ‘the Roman Catholic Church:in Poland.was yet '$éo weak to.carry
+its policy out on:a:large and.effective-scale, and the monarchs: were too  far
~sighted :and. too humanitarian:-to permit-the Church:in the .execution of such

R

:& policy.

(L
In-the - first part of-the’ 14th. “Gentury Jew1sh immignatlon 'to-Poland 2

;aééumed:espeomally.large proporbions.?This:wasﬁbroughtsaboutmby-the massaones
following ‘the:Black:Death which forced:a’vast number of -Jews to: seek shelter
it

ﬁthenengheynwere.gLadlyawelcomedAbyrthe*then;bxbenal:rukerﬁGasxmxr:theFaneat

+( 1888+« 1370) . He .amplified the:Charter of Boleslav .and“in view of the hostil-

ity of‘the“munieipakitteS“and"the‘olergy=tGWardswthe’Jewq,v"he%insisted paf;"
v*loularly on placing: the Jewish-legal: cases under *his own:jurisdiction.and ;&‘;
“taking ‘them out of the-hands of:the munioipal :and: eool%gmastlcal authonttieé.;»

‘In the latter part of-the 14th.,Gentury, under ‘the reigh of { yf*

fVladislav Yaﬁhello =(1886w~1484};who;had,been oonmerhed fr@m,paganismwto s ;f

‘christianity :and who.adhered:to-the nsw:faith”with‘theaardogsof&a"convert fffg

rand. consequently frequently yielded to-the:influence of¢$heralepgy,wthefJews

ysdffenedftheir'ﬁirstrrekigious pepseoution.ﬁRiots:took.plae@sip‘?esen,l
:Cracow, :and.-several other-Jewish centers. *Thefmaohinatioﬁéquu%he:clergy
vwereﬂcheckedfsomewhat@by:Gasimir;IV:(1449@41492);¥He;wasaimbﬁedlwith;thew
'eideas.of%therhumaniatic;moVementfthenxin;vogueéandsrenewed%theroharter grante
‘theJews by Casimir -the Great, the original of:which-had been destroyed.by
‘the-fire which devestated Posen:in 1447., A similar policy of toleration

TWas pursued%by*SigismundﬁI,?(iégg;w1548):duning;wnose:reignfthe?Jews £
‘experienced 'the most prosperous period of“their:stay;in.Polﬁnd,soufar. ‘In
“the meantinme, howeven,’the’desuttes gbill ‘continued :in-their policy of
preaching. bdtr@d ada1nst the J@ws ;and. during the reign of~Sigismund TT.medie:

sstrong effortﬁ in that dlrection . Sidlsmund was. not an-easy.- vxettm tc ‘the
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‘best ofﬁhis;abilityﬁall;acadsaﬁionsgagainsteand;restrichions;kimiting?the

‘rights ofthe:Jews. The same polkiey of good :will -towards:the Jews was

‘followed by -Stephen: Bathonl (1575+«1588) . ‘He guarded. them against a number
ofblood :accusations that manifested themselves during ‘his period:and
‘bestowed . many other: benefits upon ‘them.  °"This prospenity of*the“Jews

LL‘
1conh1nued even duping -the rign of ‘Sigismund :FEL" (1587-«4332), a- zealous 14

:Catholic :brought up under Jesuit :influence. He-confirmed to the Jews:their

;ancient privileges, :but nevertheless evidenced his:bias:by:a decree  that

~wheneverwafnQWﬂsynagogue;wanto;be;builtﬁthe,permission of::the Church must

1be obhained.&Alsoaaboutﬁthis:timeitheﬁReformationﬂspinih,rwhich;had»lost

‘much of:its novel :enthusiasm:in Germany, was daining great strength.in

S

‘Poland, ;the spirit of:which-found favor:in the:eyes ofrmany.ofwthe-nobihity,

~many of :whom even:became ‘Unitarians :and were - stigmatised ‘by-the Church.ag

:gemi=.Judaei.. . The position of the Jews:in Poland :was gradually:becoming
‘moresand more precarious..The natives:entertained-hatred:against them on
2.

ftheéinspirahionfbyrtheiJews:GaSstheﬁclergyﬂbeLieved)’ofﬂthefDissenting'secth

:account of their usurious extortions; . ‘the’ Cerman settlers on:account of

“their - commepcial rivalry; the"Jesuits on.account: of-:their-infidelkity and of

wButvinpaddition;to;theJaboveaarstill:gnaaterxfactorrthatfendangeredftheir

position:and .which proved -to be the:immediate cause of persecution followed

;as:a result of-the "appearance upom the: horizon of:-Jewish history.a new

~Jewsein'PoIand‘made?their:soeialzandzevan*civil;autonomyfbéth"neoessary

1

fandvpossible”. “Beginning .with:the 15th. CGentury :and for .a period Qféaboupi?

s, st

power<<<the gemi=barberoug. masses of:Southern:Burope”. ®

IE&EBJB&EE&DHBIH!WEBE §$ME~BEBIQD
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‘The peoulier  and comparatively fiavorable positlon ocscupied by the 0
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~two. hundred yaans>theﬂJewsvwezezinvestedzwithwintefnal‘self@autanemy;whieh

‘they rexereised -through :a central organization known :as the Founcll of -Four
Vid TR
ﬁLands.CDTPhe.meeﬁlngs were genenally'held:durlng’the fairs-at Lu lin._In time

g

R

the ‘Council came to possess. dreat :authority :and exercised not only.judicial
*but -also adminigtrative :and -legislative functions.as: well Some -aspects of the
‘court rsystem are well . desorlbed by the- contempopary ohronlcler Rabb1 Nathan
*Hanover, of:Zaslav, -in. Volhynia.

jeum iy Y
‘Theloffive of ‘the

before the desatruction QfﬁthﬂfTOﬂplepJBTegurtIW’Sﬂeaﬁlbx;Bthwinwaleh
ctownh. If people.did:not like the courtiin one“toﬁnfthey night sappeal 4o
the ‘court :in the.next towns, ;and:if ‘this, ‘too, 4id -not. suit they went to

‘bhe High Courd. ‘There :was one :in:each prowinon,yoatrog ‘belng the superw

;ier.-ocourt for 'the provinee of Volhynia:iand Ukpainarend:erberg. for the

province of :Russia. &gAﬁ y o
/7 abiIe: two hesds of sa comn i ,haiéa qpareel they :went before the
‘é G Py iﬁwwm B

‘Opunail of ‘Four.Lande. "The Council ‘held sessalons. ﬁﬂlce;t ye

et

‘oonsisted of.a leader -fromieach 'congregation.and six. leann

e 1 5

) Pomkndh=mheflaudﬁra of ‘the "Arba‘Arozoth” ‘werd were like the Sanhednin
Vi, .
jim-the Hall of Column®. They had tho-right 'to gall ;any Jew.in Poland up

‘for jJudgment; ‘they made. rules jand regulaetdns; :end meted out punishment
z"']",;
iin.oase of offensé. The leaders ofkthesoounoilseleo&ed‘niner.judge%in i
order "to:kighton their work, these wore galled "Judges of "the Provinass®
These ‘settlediall diasputes over money but the difficult -csdes, sgoch ias
property rights, ;eto. had to come befone the Counail.itself. No. asae
‘brougdht by a Jew wag:6ver. taken before :a prince, the. king gr 18,
’i St ,\ f\,“)\q"{f—s RS
sChristian Judde. Any Jew doing -this.would have been: trentof with: oontenpt

3heouuseshe'hadJaskedéetmangersﬂtosbe=tha”judges,,()

‘Also as a result of ‘the favorable:cirecumstances:in which the Jews

!

i
FE

i%g\.

»founﬁfthemselves;in:PbLand:andaunderstheainspination of *the Council of ‘the

:Four ‘Lands-the-study of:the Talmud reached 'to heighte hitherto unprecedented-

D0 e it o], e o . o D D W 9P W M G S N w  ee W SR T AR Gr o o o AF P R AT e el e W e LW R o O NP M o G ST G G o T o o

1. *Pour Lands” .4 6. the fonr parts of Pland: ‘Little Polend, Great Poland,
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‘Ruuss, :and:Lithuania
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‘Talmudic 'schools:were opened :in all sections ofthe Country and the highest
‘distinction one could:attain was to:become :a well read and quick-witted
‘Talmudist,  Again the game ‘Rabbi Hanover gives us a graphidh}aocount’of*the

enhireﬁschooltand”Talmudic'systemﬁthenﬁin“voguesin Poland, His description

will ‘be quoted .at lengths : i "
' ‘Nowhere "was there so-much knowledge of the Torah:smong the soattera
quEf%PQG of . Isvasl, Z&&&[ln Poland Theﬁe were schoolsiin:esch- congrem
gatioh., 'The. . keadoer peceived:a large salary-in order to permit him to
giye»hiauwholeIﬁiiefto“thoﬂStudy.ofrthe‘ng..This loader or president
tnéver left his house:all through the year,?@xéapt*to gdo from-school to
‘the ‘synagogue. He:studied day.and night . Morovsr:each congregation
rgupported young: studends or~Baohupimiand:allowad~thoméa woeokly sumr to
punsue:their:studies.'TOﬁeaohpBaohnn*waeﬁassigﬁedqat‘lenatxtuanlads
‘whe-reoeived lessons Gemarva, Raski, .and Togefoth:. The lads wers -supporte
‘ed from.ocharity fundas. ~-If the congregation nunbered fifty Jewiah _
‘familied, there were no less the- thlgtyéBaﬁhu%{g¥pnd ‘Poys. *A:Baohuyr  and
“twe boya lived:in.a family or:at least: Yook thelr meals -therse. ~Although
“the Baochur was supported.by theucongnegatlon-tfgﬁmaater of the houase ga

‘gavYe 'him his food; the“moravlihenal:housaholderS’ﬁed*the‘tWo.boymﬁalsu,
making jan:addition of three persons-to tha'ﬁanily'thruughout'the year,
-There ‘waas hardly :a home.jin the Polish provinces where the Torash was-not
-8tudied, 'either . by the master of ‘4the "house, -hissson or him:swﬁwinnlgw,
or:a-student -who resided with them. Thum they fulﬁil@edfthp‘thnee

AT
”thihgg'nenbionedfby'Rabha:in‘mpaotaba.Shabboth?”ﬂevwho h ;ara nen of

P

‘lwarning -, raises loarned sonsyhe who holds :in - high 'esteen men of Laarmu

‘ing has learned- #ons<in~law; .and he wo doea homage to men of-learning,

il

“#B:8 learned man hinmself™,

4
‘The following-was the mothod of- instruction: ‘During the summer

the Baochurin:and the young students wore obliged to- study from- the
"month of Tyyar-to the fiftaenth of  Av; ‘in-winter, from Heshwan-unti
‘the fifteenthe ofﬁShevaﬁ.*Duming*theaufterma«thdy~wuneﬂsuppoaes'to
“be-under-the direot guidanae of 'the rosheyeshivah op. iaadev, ‘but
outeide of these terms they could go for.instructions whereever they
kiked. ‘From Iyyar. unh{ Shabuoth.and from Heshwan-until Hanukash- they
wall - studiously: worked:iat -the Gemara. with R&sh;:and Tosafoth.

The ‘soholars.and lads of the community.as well:as .all:interested
in-the .stydy of the Jaw.assembled daily :at ‘the Yeshibah, :where:all -the
‘students-stoodiabout -the preaidenthho'qlonefsph.'Thoy disputed with vne

‘#nother-before he.-entored, ;but recited to hiw .after he ‘had arrived :and




-while . all were 'silent he-explalned whatever new discovery he had:made,

After this the "Chiluk" - wegan; that 18, the president pointed out . a
contradicdtion in the Gemars or the o6commentarisea, meny explanations
;amd-oauﬂhervexplan%ions'ware offered, finally the prosident gave his: ez
planstions and made ‘the matter okwar for the students. From the middle
of ‘the btwo soholantic téras yntil their conclumion the Chillukim were
.m0t practised .so regularly, the Pesakin:.and other wrltings taklng their

place. PBeveral woeks -before -the olode of ‘the bterm the preaident ‘would
‘honor-the membore of "his yesikah, by .inviting thew to conduct the
soientifioc disputations on-hls behalf, though he hinself would partics
pate:in the discussion-in order to.exercise the mental faculties of his
sbtudents. ‘

' ‘Baoh presiaeht‘had:anéinspeotor:who daily"visitéﬁibheﬁ@lemenbary
'eehools,or.hedevaﬁand:aawjto,it;that;a11=the pupiles - efudied:and did.not
run*aﬁout therstmeete Bvéery Thureday the boys had to:appesb before the %

‘superintendent of the Talmud Torah:and be . examined:as-to -what they had

‘learned., Those faillng to give-satisfaocbtion or:even those who made one
‘mishake were punished with great-swithoches:and further-shamed . hefore
;bhé:cla&a»’On'Friday.the pupilszappenrédfbefore*the*Roah ~yoshibah him
‘s0lf:and were .again-examined ‘In this.way the ‘boys were disoiplined and
made “to:study.:

The President was omnipotent iand noone dsred oppose hip. He oarried

;a-8%aff and 'a etrap to chastise-evil doers. But he was beloved:inspite

Another'oontemoraryfe’however=takes-an'opposite;view:from-Rabbi
‘Hanover -and ‘in the following ‘scathing “terms criticizes the entire . -system:

?he-whole:inatruction:at'tha yyvaehibah reduces:itself to mental
sonial roequilibrietics and enpty . argunentations oalled hilluk. 'It:ie
‘dreadful to contemplate ‘that some venerable radbbi, presiding over:as
yeshibah, -in his desire to discover and communicate to othera some
fneinnterynehatiOn,sahoulﬂséfﬂer;a perverted. explnation of 'the Talmud,
though he himself :and:every onovelse:be'fullyegggne‘ghat»the trues neRRe
;ing"ia different. Can i% be God's will that we sharpen our minde:by
‘ﬁallao;ea and - sopth;gLea, spoending our "time.in vain:aend veaching the
listen£ﬁg %0 do likewise? And all this for the nmere.ambition ;yw””

S R e dades e leglasn doyde o v o m om0 0 < i i 50 8 2 kD R 1 T A 0 i D D D D U B0
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2 Solomon of Leniohitza.(d 1619) in thegs; %ifld «, ed Lemberg 1865, pp 18%b,
61h. Quoted from.Dubnow,}pp 119--120.
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of passing for:a grest :socholarlesesvl. myself have more than once :argued
‘With the Talmudio‘delebrities of our tise, -showing :the.need for:abolishe
‘ing the method of pilpul. and hilluk, ;without heing:able.to.convinoe
‘them. Thie:attitude gan only. be'sxplained by . the vagerness of -these
~8cholars for honors:and rosheyeshibah poste. These:empty quibbles have
s particularly pernioious:effeoct on our bachurae, for -the: resson that
‘the bachur ‘who does -not -shine.in:a discussidn:is.looked down upon:as
<incoapable, ;and :is practionily foreced to lay:aside his studies, though
‘he might prove. to be one of the best, :if Bible, Mishnah, Talmud, :snd. the
ico&as%ere:s%udted&in:regularrﬁashiont'I“myself’have known capable young
‘Men whd, not -having . distinguished-themselves:in pilpul, forfeited the
‘rrepect of their fellow=students, ;and ‘stopped studyingialtogether afber
warriagb.
‘On the whole the wpiter of:-this papﬂiﬁaghees with the above :and
:with Gpraetz:in-his estimate of -the results following :the-close :and -exclusive
rapplication to the-study of-the Talmud as:it was pursued:in-Poland during th
this period. It 'is really unfortunate'that:its study was followed to the
-exclusion practically of:all othepr-intellectual pursuits, nor was:it even
‘treated with the same philosiphical outlook with which -the Spanish-masters
devoted-themselves to the same task.: "ALl fruitfulness of-the Jewish mind
was spent-in creating .a labyrinth of commentaties:and:an endless number of
-guper-commentaries, ‘while ingenuity displayed itself:in finding various
‘ways out of-the-self-created maze! While:it is true that:a great keenegroff-
minds--a keenegzthat did not:.always manifest:itself in laudable or.even
“honotahle fashion---was developed by this sort of study, yet:it produced .no
originality of dgreat value. The 'very opposite .was the case---the one~sided
‘devotion to the Talmud necessarily resulted:in.a sort of -mental ‘stagnation.
:It:is, :indeed, .a great pity that -so much genﬁ%us>aSﬁWas;evidenoed.during

“thts*"golden'peniod of the ‘Talmud" should not -have -been conducive to produce

.dreat original -ideas in Jewish- thouﬁht.“And-inwaddtﬁion'to the Talmud the
£ adbad e
’Cabala had-become entrenched under ‘the protection of:Rabbinism.and like the

‘study of”tbe,Talmud,:it'too, did not ‘have. a great beneficial guickening
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+influence on:Jewish Life and thought.- There were ofcourse several

fbrilliant'ldminaries:wha prOVéd“an‘exceptionlto~the~rule.and'whbse‘contnibo
utions to Jewish thoughteahdAdevelopement:are ofvlastingSValue.*Amongﬁthese
‘may be mentioned Judah Low-ben Bezalel, .a devoted -student of philosophy and

‘goienece; ‘David Ganz, :author of "Zemach David"; :and ‘Lipman Heller.
’ ' ’ pm

-Tﬁus-dtd Jewish life in Pdland)markedtby compactneds of number
and widespreadfaﬁ%onomous organization, oontinue»until;thé?middlsewof“the
17th. ‘Century. Here the Jews found comparitive peace, opportunity to obtain
‘8 lL&ihood and - unmolested frcedom to pursue their studies, But the Jews:in
Poland were to be rudely. shdked ‘for in. 1848 ‘there was 'to ‘break out.a fury
of-hatned;against*them*whichwasﬁto*make—them"speedilyﬁea&tzeﬂthat~they
Hwould"havs:to=tread‘theﬁsame'sorrowful path,»strewn.with‘theﬁbodies of
'maftyrs;fthatxhad:been“tpaversedfby their.Western~European;brethern2¥he
‘Middle ‘Ages? The story of this Jreat pefseqqtion, known :as ‘the Chmielnicki,
PogromSzand;Massacres,:is,therpnimarysstudy of:this papev:andiwillcbe,disouss~

;:in detail :in the following pages.




“Blaok‘Séafthere;arose4a'number of collonies or settlements formed partly.:by
wrunaway*slaves1and‘convio£3?invquest of“freedom,:and.partlyvby;adventurebs
-fﬁom&mahyﬁéoﬁﬂtnﬁes;and-chaéses*inAquest'of~fortune.*TheseswereAthe;anoestors
:of:the:Gossack‘nace.*The parﬁtcularrterﬁitoryﬁin;Wbich=they-settled.was
‘gubject “to perpetual :incursion-by the Tartar ‘hordeswwhicﬁ made -the 'Ukr:ai_na,
:as ‘the.borderland :was called, unsafe to dwell :in.-But gradually ;as the lot of

‘the serfrboth:in-Pokand ‘and Mbscovy grew more.and more-intolerable, the

‘Obliged, for fear of*the“Tartars,wto~go;about constantly:withgarms;inntheir
‘hands, they ¢radually grew stromg:enough to raid -their raiders, 'selking the
.rich;bootyfthus;acquiredffOfthe merchants of Moscovy.and Poland. Morover,

‘the-Turks ;and -the Tartars:being natural:enemies of Christendom, .a war of

;exterminabion»againstPthem:was;a-saered;duty,rso;that'the=Cossack5’had:the
-nare'saﬁ@sﬁaohion:of-oheying=theirtoonsotencewand~satisfying:their'natﬁpai *
:inckinations:at -the same time. Curiously enough,these. settlers :in-the ’
"Ukraina borrowed -the name, ‘which -has stuck to them:ever -since, from their

;advePSaries,fThe»n@nkrand=file of “the:Tartar-soldiery -were known:as Kazaki ®

10, -

SGHAPTER.THG-
v*The Rise of 'the Cossacks."
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‘Upon 'the :banks ofvthe.lower=Dniepersand'the north shore of:the

paasanﬁs»«QAt:1eastfthe;mope;adventurous ofthem--=threw off the:burdensome

yoke of -the Pans '®:and sought :a life of ease: and pleasure:in the free: steppe. .

T

o 5 s i 5 i i e 0 0 2 7 e S o i P 8 o 2 D . B o i L T o o R P o o D
1 Ukpsins:ie-the Ruthenian word for.boundry or:-border, 'R. Nisbet Béin, "ohe
“Bivrst ‘Rowans® p -81.

‘2 Polish nobles. o
3% The ‘word "Oossack¥;in Ruesian Kazak (with the.scoent on-thoAlastusyllgb;g) '
:is derived from the Tarﬁaricv:"Ooaaaokden"’aaya:Kostmaroff?ih~hisnRuaﬁﬁiﬁ
‘standard-book on the Cossaock uprising (B.Ch:I p B) "is undoubbedly ofTare

Al

“tdario origin:end so-is the very.name Kazsk, whioch:in the Tartaric means.
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‘or Cosgacks -and this term eame;to;be;applied'to;allvfree«dwellersrin.the
-UknainanDhAs:time,wentvonvtherCoséacks~rapidly:inoreased:and%before~long ;
‘they formed -a strong .and.active community. Their daring grew with their
numbers,rso=muoh-so*thatseventuallyvthey'eameftozbena-constant:annoyance
t0:all their neighbors, -both -Christian.and ‘Mussulman, frequently :involving
;both*Polandxand:Moscovywin~dangerous;ahd-unneéessary;wars;wtthxthesOttomén
‘Empire.-

Tne more rardent.adventurers.among. the: COSSHCkb ‘yere. unitedinto s
:rather-strict primitive-military organization: and ‘established their camp or
»syechfg)onaan:islandaih-theanieper,ﬁtOAthersouth ofthe: Porozi, or oatao
‘racts and.-from-this circumstance.acquired the name of Zaporozians or
‘"dwelkersibeyondfthe:oatazactSWﬁj)iIndependent;and;idkeythese~cossack
‘tvibes;kneWébutAonexindustryﬁa&viz;:brigandage,FWar‘waS%theif;work,wpleasune,
ﬂandﬂraeveation,;andrwithfeveryfsucceSSﬁtheir‘oounage:andfindependentfspirtt
‘increased. =Whtle'the-Cossaoks,:as-haSﬁbeenfexpLained*were,oftenﬁa ménace,

‘to-the Polish dovrtnmant -whose ‘vassals. they ‘were, get the kings,. thlnklnd

S
to make. use efvthesenhapdenedzandsrecklessxforsthe-defense of -their eastern

;ffomtiers,agranted"to=them;a‘semiqautonomous“oonshitution;under;avfreely
:elected'hetman!Dcn“chieftain,fTheseﬁlatter;were.kncwn:as:"registered~feaﬁ¢;
rCossackS":and‘wére:freerfstnibute:to'kingﬁandrnobles.and'their only duty
‘was to live on.the Russian border near Tartary.and to defend the Polish
realm -against ‘the Tartars. :The kings would often.endeavor to restrict. the

o v o e o S s ot T s oMo e Nt i D o

rvagpant, freeswarplior, 'rider,. Reter Kropotkin (Enoyolopedia Brittenias

llth.:adiﬁian;VII’218\aim1har1y denives-the -word. from Turki Kuzzak, -esdve
,0-82,
o s

‘advsnturor, free. booten"_ Dubnow . V
I“The ‘Fivst Romans™ p. 82 f? ’ ,
'Q'Ditenallys"euttlng .9, the: ¢utt1ng of .8 fove3§ Originally.thehCoaﬂ!ka o

—~ontened thase. pegions as- Qolon;sts;and pivneers. ;Duhnmw,“Vol;I,ﬁ.lﬁﬁf%u‘

‘ég?romAthe Gerwan word "hauptman®
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‘the number of"registered Cossacks" :but whenever such:.action followed

‘there -was :always:an outburst of dgreat-resentment on:the part Qfﬁhh&“latter
.and only after- three-bloody rebellions in the years 1592¢~1596 did they
'submit ‘to the Polish dictation, .and their registered number was reduced to
=tbe:oniginalfsix~thousapd,‘51datters;were frequently made .worse by the Sejm,2
~which .while forbildding the Cossacks to live upon their nighbors, nevertheless
:withheld :from them -their covenanted :allowance. :Furthermore the :Cossacks were
for ‘the most part members of ‘the ZAreek Orthodox Church.and consequéntly
;thene;waS“constant*hatned:between~them‘and~the:Jesuits;andtas'the,power of
‘the. Jesuits:increased and :with their determination to force the Cossacks
:into the Roman Catholic Churéh,utheveewere manifest gigns of trouble between
“the. Cossacks :and the Poles.

;But ‘the 'greatest cause of :irritation was not on the part of the
registered ‘Cosgacks, mostly :Zaporozhians,but rather on-the part of the

"peasant Cossacks™ Living :in the Ukraina. The colonies:in.which they lived

eventually came. under ‘the control of several noble Polish families,. chiefly
‘the Polish nobles Wisniowieckt, Potocki,and Koniecpolski. The peasants were
"treated by the nobles as® "the dirt -beneath their feet] the lords were the -
‘absolute rulers and the peasants their dependent ‘slaves.All historians -are g
+in one:accord:in their description of*thé*unendurable;burdens*that were |

placed upon the enslaved South Russian muzhik.” " They were used by princes

:and ‘nobles for-all servile occupations; their lives were embittered by all ;;
sorts of-compulsoey.labor :in clay and tile.works, :in field and household

’labors;~and:in»addition.they were-burdened with excessive taxes/® ‘A French

- R @D oo am

1:"Fhe Pirst Romana® p. 85
‘2. Phe Polish Diet.
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‘historian C)desepibeSrtheir“burdensein»the‘following»language;""The
‘peasantsvwene compelled'to:workhin~thé‘sebviee,of”fheir.lordSrandﬁeven=to
furnish their own horses ‘with which to do the work. They were further
forced ‘to pay exhorbitant - trtbutes of g¢grain and poultgﬁ ‘turkeys, . geesa,
'0h10£2: and -hens. -Besides they :were made to give a tithe of their pigs
fand:sheap,uhoneyzand=fruit,Jand;everyﬁthree years -their third oxf(i;e"ones
‘third ofwtheir-herd).“The»lordéfhadzabsolute power over ‘their kives; .and in
seneral ‘the position of these:(Cossack Peasanta) was worse than that of ;i
. gally-slaves.,"

THE COSSACK - OONEfGEﬂWETH THE JEWS,

~But ouralnterests:are_pnlmarily‘ooncentrated on-the part the Jews

pkayed:in*this-history of -the Cossacks: . When the Polish nobles settled :in
‘the Ukraina, 'they hired Jews:as their trusted agents:and managers, leasing
‘to them their estates, mills,rinns,grivers,~lakes'andiall otherlsburces,of
‘revenue, ‘Under this shimuf?;~the;Jewish'communitteévnapidlyiinoreased%in
the Ukraina and Little Russia, ‘and ‘to them was entrusted the pnivelige of
‘sollecting . and "even:inventing" taxes. Not only were ordinary taxes collectet
by them, but even the collection of revenues from the (reek Orthodox Church

‘was put:into their hands. At every Christening or funeral the peasants had °

‘to pay a fee to the Jewish tax~farmer -and as a safefuard -against evasion

‘the-Jewish collectors kept the keys of the churches go that on each wedding

or ‘baptism the clergyman was obliged to apply to 'them for admittance into

~his own;church.#But.even"mopa»humiliating for the peasant-Cossacks, :when the

‘lords leased ‘an estate to a Jew, he {the Jew) had absolute power -and could

1Eaauplan,<”Deaoription.d’Uknaina" p. 7.

3




_placed under themselves.” .In-their desire for profit they readily helped th’

14.-

f@V@n;administer~justiceqamongxthem.ﬁb

I

‘The Polish=lordS*liVed@extravagantlyﬁandzas:aPesult:wererfrquently

‘in-financialdifficulties. The Jewish: tax~farmers were-thus forced to make
-exactions fromthe peasants:in order:to satisfy -the lust.and the extravance

‘of the nobility. Nor must it be-imagined that -the Jews were .always linient

or even scrupulous:in the excercise of their pnivileges.f"SLaVGStto~everybody

'else,%theyﬂwGre,‘nOvdoubﬁ,-eagerfto play-the. despot overfthoserwhom'ﬁaterhadﬁd%f

“the noblesin plunderiﬁg the'ﬂossacks.“ﬁencefthe position of*the:Jews¥in
Ukraina :and :Little Russia-became one of~extreme,danger,nbecauéesthe regent-
‘ment :which-their position:and conduct'exoitad-soonrtranslatedﬂttselfiintgacts
‘ofvengeamce. Often-the wise leaders of the "Council of Four Lands" -would
wwarn the Jews :against ‘these practices, but with Little success. And when
:vangaanée'finally did overtake the Jews of Poland, :it did.not restrict-it-
‘self to the guilty individuals. " “All.Israel are.-surety one for-the other’

‘was the Rabbinic motto of solidarity. The Cossacks:were now to dgive a new

meaning to -the maxim.: Where single units or.individuals Qffense whole

. g ot ' , . 5”
communities were punished.” ('?M%Qﬁ%ﬂﬁégti}

SBARLY :COBB8ACK: UPRI“!INGS

" s g ounmmmwmmwoquannamqw’

‘The f£irst. Cossaok -uprising of grest imporysnce took plece.in 1602
PR

‘under.the instigation of.the Greek Catholic Pope Nalivaika, who taking the
part of his co-religionists said, "How long shall we obey the Poles:in

‘silence?" The Cogssacks under his-leadership fthereupoh;arosesagainstnthe

Poligh and conquered the entire prdvince as far as Tchoudnow. When word of -t

‘the -uprising came to the ears of King Sigismund, he-sent. his entire army

Py

:against ‘the rebels. The Poles were vietorious, Navalaika was captured .alive
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-and ‘taken for trial to Warsaw. Following -this.event the :Cossacks -were still
further oppneséedland1their:registered'numberwwathose‘free”from%tvibuté:to
princess-and nobles<--reduced from thirty -thousand to twenty thousand.®
TFortunately for - the Jews, however, :the Cossacks did not.-exhibit any special
animosity towards-the Jews in the course of this uprising ‘but complained
‘chiefly of the Polish nobility.
In the subsequent revolt, led by Pavlfuk in 1837, the Jews did not

“fare -so well. The animosity of ‘the Cossacks during this rebellion .was
:espeoially directed against the Jews. "let us destroy Israel :as far -as is
in our power to do-so; was the cry of the Greek Catholics. But:dgain the
‘Cossacks were -unsuccessful -but on their retreat to the Dnieper they
~destroyed many - synagogues and murdered :about ‘two hundred Jews:in the townsof
rPerejeslawg ‘Lechowice, -and Lubnﬁea.Adaln Poland. restv1cted gsome of: the. Cogsa
~Cossack nxghts and reduced "their registered number -to six: thousand :and
placed- quish prinoes,overfthemfin,order~to‘ward off a new rebelllon;()
@h@~resuit ofwﬁh@se,Eestvictionsgwas*to»embitter more than ever -before. the
‘:EosSackgﬁagainsm@thé‘Pokes;andsthe:Jews.va only the Jews were. properly
,wapneé:by=the rebellions;:but7they”were‘notvandfinuthe,year.1648,cthe year
~setfby"ﬁhe,mysbiGSﬁas:the:era of‘universal~tviumph=forsIsnaeL,.therafbroke
-an,insuéreotion1againstfthem and -the Poles, 'such as even - ever pépsecuﬁed

%Isnael‘@as*seldom called upon to wittness.

T S |
2 b1y ‘V pp. 8
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CHAPTER THREE

Chmielnickl

@,(M«g

‘In- the ldtter years of ‘the reign of- Vladislaw IV there dwelt-in: th,u

thergggggﬁgxmof %ggggprln.Uknaina,fa popukar “ossack leader:by-the name of
'-:Bogdan?Chmielnicwi.rﬂis'father:Miohaek,zafter-serving'Poland;all his Life,

‘was killed -in-the: batt%e of- Tretsorialn 1519, ‘leaving ‘to his son" ‘Bogdan

~the village of- Subotow, with wh1oh the Polkish king had rewarded -his valor

L -

:and ‘his fidelity, 'Bogdan, :after learning to read:and:write,;a*nareqaccomp»
lishment;in,those.dayé,fentened-the"Cossack*nanks,:was dangerously :wounded ;i

*in-one of the battles:and taken prisoner, *In-his two years of captivity. in

‘Stambulhe- found : leisure ‘to acquire the rudiments of Turkish.and. French. E%Qh fwff

e
L

MWhile he had. recelva%thls education from-the Jesuits, yet -they could. not/‘

~convert thim-to the beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church. ‘He was a good

,n

pupil :and could hide his own-thoughts while reading those of others. His i
face. resembled -the frogen surface of -avpobl:hiding ‘an -abyss under its
smooth polishedssurfaoe."CD

On returning to the Ukraina Chmielnicki settled down on his pa-
‘ternal restate .at" cubotowgand "in allprobabiliity, history would -never have
‘known 'his name, :if the:intolerable persecution of the néighboring Polish
-nobleman;Daniel;Czapbinski,:had ndt~oonverted=the*thrifty;and,acqutsitive
‘Cogsack ‘husbandman rinto one of 'the -most striking a d sinister figures of
'modern'timesi:?czaplinski“was;a.typical'representative,offthatﬁexclusive,»na
-narrow=minded nobility which was primarily:responsible for-the ruin of
"Poland. To an .aristooratic bigot of ‘this typé,*every low ‘born -Cossack,.-was
%an-abomination,¥and-0zapiinski?s official pogition as sub-gtarosta of

%
‘Chigorin, the nearest fortress 'town, -enabled him to persecute Chmielnicki

s 2 o 4 D Gl €3 b <R TP G St R o #03 F C O € D R D G G G S O 45 G2 o e o G = - o o 0 e D o e 0 e
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‘with ‘impunity.Without ¢enuine provavocation, :except -his own personal
‘desires, ‘Czapkinski -availing himself on an octasion of :an-:abscence of

Chnielnicki, raided his {Qhmielnicki’s) town of.Subotowﬁémurdered:hiS'“

‘gervants, stole his gpain;uoatthe;and~sheepfamd:burntfthemill,»andJbeat
‘his youngest ‘son often so oruelly that!he~died'thesnext-day.*(lt.iS'said
*that"infthe~perpetnabion‘of%thiS'optnage:@zaglinskiiwas:aidedﬁby*theﬂJew
‘Zachariah-Sabilenki, the lease<holder ofthiéﬁin).=Ghmielnioki;sought_re?
dressfin;theslooal.oourtsfbut;naturally;wasrunablertoﬁobﬁainsit,“Finding

‘himself a ruined man his attitude towards-the. Jews:and. Poles may well be

vimaginedelHis personal hatned agalnst ‘the former :was 'still further embittere
Ly w.:{' gfi‘ NN -
-ed when:a” Tew brought report ‘4o ‘the Polsih government of -a:secret treaty

s

nthat*ﬁadﬁbaen'ooncludedfbetween GhmielnickizandlthefTartaﬁs to fight :in com=-
mon:defense.against. the. Poles.

‘Failing -to get redress-at-home Chmielnicki determined to seek
‘justice.rin Warsaw. The Warsaw courts,. however, told -him that due:to certain
:teohnicabitiGSﬂthey could..do nothing for him. His. final resort was King
Wladyslaw to - whom he. complained of :the outrages:inflicted. upon-him: at
:Subotow.ﬁWlad&%law, -who. was. himgelf embittered against the nobility,.
‘Listened ‘with:.a willing ear aanat onoe:ordered?thesmatter-p%‘be;inv&sti;
dated by the law officers of“the,orown,pbutrinasmuchras'Ghmié¥nioki'oould
produce no "privilege” to the property, actually given'to.his father for
milipary services, "the Polkish juprists concluded that -he had no legal olaim.
'WLadéslaw revolted:against~thi$iinstanceAofwaristooraticvchiaanery,:from
which -he-himself -had suffered so frequently, fastened:a sword to the
Cossack's side and said to him significantly, "What can'I do? Have you not

- your -gwords? ~And :are you no longer the Cossacks of'old?r"(3

1 Prosper Merimes, "Liea. Ooaaques.:D'-Autnefoig"' p. '20.




‘ing that nither his Life nor his libery was any longer secure among the.
“Pans, Chmielnicki in December 1847, :fled 1o the regions=beyond‘the,Dg%,ggne
‘Falls and ‘began to .incite the Ukrainian GossaOKS”to:abmed'resistance.'In%F? s@@éﬁ

. T

‘his address~td:the:Cossaok:eldaPS‘hessaid,'"You'mustvbe:aWare>oftthe1faotf

14 !
‘the most :abject nation (the Jews) -hold us*incsubjectionﬂg ‘He:waS‘seoreteiy

‘elected -ag the. hetman of the Cossacks:and was :empowered to carry on. nee

‘Tglam Gerai, the Khan of Gv{mea,vproposingza‘simultaneous-invasion'of‘
-Poland by the Tartars.and the Cossacks: In the meantime his agents were

“busy ‘throughout the Ukraina, stirring up the peasantry and-inviting them

‘he openly declared his-intentions of proceeding :against the Poles and the

‘Jews.- The Khan of Crimea reached-an agreement with Chmielnicki whereby

18.

‘Thore can.be Iittle doubt thet from henceforth.Chmielnicki meantd

-to.be his own master. For -.a while, however, he was reconciled to his lot

-and kept’fAithful'to the Polish republic by the.hope»of'winning faméqand>b

booty :in the -impending war with the Turks. But;his-hépes.for,distinctions

were. cut ‘short by :a sudden decree of the Polish Diet,. which:in order to vex

‘the Kidg refused to sanction the.Turkish war ~and forbade the lesvying of

‘troops. ‘Chmielnicki who was now doubly hateful to the pang:as being :a royal-

ist as well as a Cossack, was deprived of his fair share of-booty, accused

of meditating rebellion and after an-attept upon his life had failed, he t

was -thrown into jail from which he escaped by bribing the jailers.. Feel-

cﬁgf/*:,, B o, y

g

that the Polish pation:is gaining power daily and that it oppress our: co-

religionists. But it :is not the noblemen alone who lord it over us: even ./

gotiations with the Zaparozhians, He further conducted negotiations with

to assemble among ‘the islands of the Dnieper. By April 13, 1648 his plans

were complete and at an assembly of the Zaparozhians on the Lower Dnieper,
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‘the foruer was to send ‘Tugai~Bey, his Tartar general, ‘with .an army of four
‘thousand men., One of-the paragraphs of the treaty sripulated that all
prisoners of -war -should belong-to the -Tartars, who had the right ‘to sell them
as slves-in the Turkish market. The property, however, of the Poles and of
‘the Jews, was to go to the Cossacks. -And now,. all prepanationS‘complete 
~Chmislnicki :and his followerenlet logse their wildest passions and-in the
revolution committed crueltiéé-ahd:atrocities:such;as~the:world'ha3“seldom .
wittnessed.In the next chapter the sufferings-endured by the-Jews during

“these horrible years of persecution will 'be related in detail.

'RESUEE‘OF'THE'OUTSTANDING”EACTORSTEEADING“UP’TO‘THE.GHMIELNIGKI?REVODT

“AND "THE .CAUSES OF "THE SPECIAL HATRED OPF 'THE JEWS BY THR C0OSSACKS.

1.~ For years-the people of~Ukraina and Little Russia had been oppressed

by -the Polish-landlords.- _3§

"%, Unwilling to.attend to the details of .administration themselves,. the i
ngbles made the Jews the go-betweens:in their transactions .with the.

peasants,

3. The nobles-sold .and leased cerbain privileges to the Jews for a lump
‘sum ,and ‘while enjoying tbemselvesgat:oourtfleft"it to the Jewish
leaseholders :and collectors to become the -embodiment of hatred to

‘the oppressed :and ‘long-guffering Cossacks.-

4. Chmielnicki one of-the oppressed Cossacks:--an:able man--«bearing .a
personal grudge against the Polish pans.and Jewish leassholders
‘8tirred ‘the Much.wrongedJCossaoksrinto rebellionAthe;hated'Jewsyand

Poles.




“greater calamity"---thus:wrote a contemporary of-the Chmielnicki pogroms
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CHAPTER ‘FOUR

W AP Y DT I

‘The Course of the Pogroms .and Massacres.
@
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"Jerusalem:and the ‘Temple were destroyed but. this was even.a
-and massacres.” ‘To give:.an.account of the-horrors-inflicted upon the

‘Jews during the Cossack revolt, known.asn'n »nyvd, 15 no less than heartc
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‘BATTLW om: ﬂjiEJ;LOW WATERB® :and KORSUN

In Appril 1648 the combined foroces of tho-CUossecke:and the. Terters

moved from.-beyond the Falls of the Dniepr to the:border of the Ukraina,

.and prepared. for :an open:battle with the Poles. Unfortunately for Poland
;at-this critical period,sthe,offioe'of"comménderuineobief'(Grand'sHetman

of ‘the Crown) was:in the incapable hands of the "drunken and dissipated"”

‘Nicholas Pétocki=~-a-man=who had ‘the utmost contempt for :.every opinion.but
‘his .own. Thoudh he was fully warned of the .approaching danger .and ex- 'i
pressly commanded by the King to await reinforcements,- Potocki, relying on |
‘the fidelity of the registered CossaOKS'whovwere,with'him,:imagined.it
would be .an easy task to crush the rebellion. He accordingly sent his son
Stephan with a portion of his .army and four thousand registerd Cossacks

‘into the steppe. On May 9th. the elder Potocki received word-that the

registered*Cossaéks;»whORnnpﬁidffofﬁmon%hs;by the Poslish Diet, were ready

enough to listen to Chmielniocki's emisearies,- had murdered their officers

" vanp. 157 | W €
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-and gone. over -to-the enemy. Buat, :ingpite oftthis:news¢fPotockiftarri¢d
:andrsent:not:a:singlertrooperfto:the:assistan@e:of:hiS"hardeEessed~sone':
'Meahwhtle‘Stephan'Potockifhad~enooun%ered;thefcossack host on-the:banks of
:the:niver-ZheltuyafVOdui.C>Desertedeby;his régistered‘Cossacks,aand over-
-whelemed by the countless hordes of*Oossackseand~Tartars, the younger Potocki
xnexertheless offered)a heroic -resistance, -but finally after fighting hard |
'du;; May 18--19, ‘he wa7 sla1ﬂ and Wi army annibilateds  When the news of
‘this disaster reaohed old Potocki, he lost his-heaS'completely;and:instead
on-fallin:back on the fortress of Korsun, :as advised by Kalinowski, his
‘second :in.command, he fled toward Bohuslaw.and. ran-straight:into an.ambush
prepared. for him: by Chmielnicki in thevmarshyfVallgy;of:Kruta:Balkaﬁélnear
‘Korsun.and 85OO'of#hiS'10000fmen“wepe'massaoredsorstaken'ppisoners;‘he
rhimself,iKalinowski,;and;a few other 'superior officers,;beihg'sent=in ohain8
~to Crimea to-be held at rj@nsom,(j ‘And ‘to complete the misfortune of Poland,.
-sheﬂlostﬁthe onefman;forawhom:Ghmielnioki‘had;any.Begardswhatsoevev,:for on

‘the vry.day of the.defeat of-the Polish.army news came of -the death of King

ok :
.WladpsLaWiIVJand Polkand found itself overwhelmed .at the same time.not only
:by -an.internal revolution:but also by the miseries of“an:interregnum during

:which the usual dissension occurred.-

CONSHQUENCES OF‘ THE: COSBA(‘K VIGTORIB]B

The :immediate oonsequences of‘thexcossmok:vietbniea;atﬂ”gggigw
‘Waters™ :and Korsun‘speglt.ruin for the entire country. -The Polish noblemen
:and“the“JewsAwere.prost}ated;by:the;turn of events, for the flame of
rebellion -seized the whole of Ukraina, Volhynia, and Podolia. Bands com-

posed of~Oossacks,fcalled'Haidamaks; organized under the:inspiration of
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.Ghmielnicki,,dispérsed;in~all-directionswahd.began:to brutally -exterminate
‘the Poles :and Jews. Throughout the stricken district -the gentry were

hunted down,.  flayed, burnt, . blinded, and'sawn;aSunderﬁjEvery'manorfhouse
and :every castle was reduced -to ‘aghes. Every Catholic priest who could be ca
caught'was'hung up before ‘his own high-alter, along with a Jew .and a hog.
Everyone'who-shaved-hiS'head:after the Polish fashion or:wore:a Polish
oostumerwasrinstantlyicut downfby~the,Haidamaks;@D

‘But specifically to emphize the sufferings endured by the Jews:
panic stricken and leaving behind them all their possessions they fled for t
~their lives to the nearest strongholds. From the various towns:in the
district of Ostrog--<Bialacerkiew, Pawlowiczey. Cudnow;., Lubartow; eto.ifled
to the fortified cities oﬁ'Zaslaw,'Ostrog,fPolcnne,aand=Konsbantindw.“From
rthé\distriot‘ovawothheynfEed to  Tulcayn.and Nfﬁirow."Tose;in:the
nigbbgrhoodofe8a£a-~Winnica,Starygred,fand Krasnas=-<=all- fled to-Bar.: Those
who Gould not or would not flee had their doom sealed for them. @

-In-the- towns of Perej as];aw,@ Pyriatyn 6] Poryspo]jgb; Lubnie, -and
fLachcwice'@ﬁaatowns~beyondfthe,Dniepr where~the*Jews-were'unablevto flee,-
‘thousands of ‘them were killed with the most dreadful -tortures, while their
property was destiroyed .and pillaged;;;Theabarb?ritysinflicted upon the jews

in this district . fails description. Some-had their hands:and feet cut off
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~after which they were thrown into the streets and run over by horses and
,wagons;"othersiwere:woundedain different fashion, 'but not quite killed,

‘then cast into the streets to die. Children were.butthered in their

mother's arms; pregnant women were ripped open.and often live cats were
sowed -up .inside of them, while their hands-and feet were cui off so.that <the .
they could not remove the animal. Children:were burned or roasted and their

mothers compelled to . eat of their flesh; sometimes.bridges were built of

‘Jewish children:and people made to walk over them. In fact there :was hardly

a torture that was not inflicted upon the poor stricken Jewish inhabitants.

The Tartars carried :away many as priaoners; women .and maidens were ravaged

‘in the.presence»ofwtheiy families; hundreds were compelled toAabjureftheir
faith, -and ‘in general only those were permitted to survive who embrased the

“Greek Orthodox religion@g'

: . (/4 .
When the Jews of:Pohrebyscz;:éaotow, Buzowka, Tetiowf:Qnd many
of the other communities of that district heén{whatshad1happened;to their

fellow»Jews,»they decided not to .await.an . attack, but to surrender to the

,Tartars:iﬁ?rderrto.esoapesfrom~the hands of-the Cossacks. They knew that

the. Tartars refrained, :as .a rule, from killing them but instead transported

‘them into Turkey Whererthey were sold as slaves,  and had .a chance of being

rangomed by their Tirkish brethern. They were thus taken to Crimea and
subsequently ransomed by the Jews of Constantinople and other Turkish cities
especially Solonika. In this noble work they were aided financially by

Venice. and Rome and other Italian oities.‘a

NIBMIROW
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and townlets and -sought proteotion'in'the-fortified cities.The fate of-

‘these Jews :as will be shown -immediately.was particularly tragic.-

When Chmielnicki heard that many Jews had taken refuge-in

Niemirow§i>he»dispatched:thitherza detachment of Cossacks under the
AV
command of ‘the Zaparozhian Gandza,-a fierce Jew hater. When the Jews

:who were 'in possession of :the fortress-saw: the army approaching they

could not make. out whether it was friend or. foe for the.Gossaoks,haduan

‘understanding with the Greeck Christians in the town and put on Polish

uniforms in order to be taken for Poles. The. Jews shut themselves up-in 3:

g

the fort, but the Cossacks eventually gained entrance through the gates " Ly

by menas of trickery---that -is, by waving the Polish banner and leading

the Jews to believe that they were Poles. This took place on the 20th. of

‘Biwan. The Cossacks -in conjunction with the local Greek Orthodox Catholics

fell upon the Jews and a massacgre of great horror followed. Many women

‘went -to the nearby pond ‘and- drowned ‘themselves; many men endeavored to

‘escape by swimming but they were no match for the Cossacks who swam:.after th

¥

them and killed them. b
f

4 ' 2
- The Rabbi and Rosh-Yeshibah of Niemirow, Yiehiel Peldman @ on the

/\.//'\w"' ‘.\w-*'“x«‘f""-

Sabbath preceding.the invasion preached a2 sermon.in which he exhorted his

people to "uphold the kame of God":at:any and-all cost. When he-saw that
2 b. (continued from pnge}23) pbusu ope b1
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.he}could not possibly . escape.death he, in conjunction with his mother,. fled
‘to-the cemetary,. hoping that should death overtake. them they would ‘at least
be.burried.  One of the Cossacks pursued them,. killihg, first the son and
‘then the mother, despite the pleas of. the mother that she be killed first.
‘Often they would spare the young Jewish women,. the Cossacks
vforcing‘thém;intOtbaptism;and then taking them .as wives. In one instance whe
.when;a.béahtiful.and'nich'Jewish girl was being forced to marry:a Cossack,.
she convinced him that she .was:able to throw a gspell on bullets. She .asked .

‘him 1o shoot her 'so .as to be .able to prove her contention. The. Cossack was

convinoed,,disoharged.his:gun,¢and oﬁbourse~mortally.wounded“her.rAnother
“Jewish girl who was to marry a Cossack begged to have the ceremony performe
‘ed ‘in the church on the. other side.of“thembridge.yWhen-thé;bnidal-train P
‘-reachestheebridgertheabnide,jumped~into the stream below.: Altogether

.about 4000 Jews perished -in the city of Niemirow.

poneave.@
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Those. Jews who were able to escape.from the horrors of Niemirow

fled to the. fortified town of Tulczyn. Here a terribleftragedy;ensued on
“Tamuz 4th: The. Poles and the Jews made a covenant ant took an' oath to hold
“together and not to-betray one another and to defend the cith to the last

‘breath. After a long and unsuccessful siege the Cossacks conceived a ﬂ?@c Ny
Py el {J“‘[
/ f

:
""v‘“’éqr,ﬁ

“treacherous plan., They let the Poles know-that they were merely after the ﬁf

‘decided ‘1o sacrifice their Jewish allies in order to secure-their own

45
safety. When the Jews discovered this treachery~they decided to immediately
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.dispose of ‘the Poles whom they outnumergdn1But-theuRoshoYeshtbah,rRabbi
7Aaron,nimplored them not to -touch theiPaﬁs on the ground that such action
mighf draw upon the Jews all over the world the hatred of the Polish
population. "Let us rather perish] he exclaimed, as did our brethern in-Niem
Niemirow, :and let us not endanger the lives of our brethern.in:all their
places of dispersion.” :After the Jews were handed over-into the.powef of
fthe»Russians,fhhay:wereAéenned’upvinza garden :and ordered to:abjure their
faith. Upon the refusal of the Jews they were cruelly tortured.and skain,
‘Let it be said to the»everlasting,giory of the Niemirow Jews that not .a
‘single one. of them:became a traitor .to the faith of his fathers. Only ten
rabbjis were-spared-by the Cossacks-in order to-extort large ransoms from
“the. Jewish communities.

?The,perﬁidiouS'Poles;whowever, did not.:escape the. faith which
~was:JustlyftheirsﬂbfAnother.detachment.OffCossacks;whiohfenteredsTulczyn
-later slew:all. the Catholics,..among them Count Chetwertinski. When the Poles
‘When-the Poles:implored the Cossacks to keep their promisr, the latter

-replied, "As you:broke your word to the Jews :so we brake ours-to you."

Thevtrﬁgcheryzat'Tulozynxat;laastfhad the,benefefieialueffect
of convincing the Poles that their fate was:bound up.with -that of the
tJews.:Hereafter when 'the ‘Russians declared that they warred only.against
theiJews'theyfwenesno7longer3believed.iDuke Wisniowiecki who .at this time
~wag:in Lithuania swore:to-be revenged for the massacre of the Jews at
-Niemirowzand'sent:aﬁ%etaohment of ‘three hundred menzagainst the oity. In
fact during~the.entire-strugglerhe.waS'the»only-heroio'figureramong'the

‘Poles. He was a man of great valor and no mean military ability. Beside he
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‘was ‘the only one who "took the fugitive Jews under his small but brave force
whith which he every where pursued the Cossack bands! Due to his limited p
power, however,he could :accomplish little or nothing of lasting value. A
further source of discouragement for him was the fact that through "petty quéféw
-jealousy ‘he was passed over.at the election of the commander-in-chief .a- o
gaingt the Cossack:insurrection, ‘and instead of him three were chosen,. of a
‘character calculated to help on Chmelnicki to further victories, 'Annbyed at
‘the pitiful policy of the regent, the primate of Gnesen, Count Wisniowiecki,-
the only heroic figure.-among the Poles at that time, followed his own course,.
but ‘was compelled to retreat before the overpowering number of the roving
‘troops -and the Greek Catholie population in sympathy with them." His retreat

‘sounded the death-knell of the Jews who had counted upon his heroism. @

“VOLHYNT A,
From Podolia the bands penetrated into the Volhynia district.
‘Here the. carnage continued during the whole whole summer and autumn of
1848, The massacre of Jews -at the town of’Polonnggmas especially cruel.
The ‘town was beleagured on a Tuesday, the first of Av, by-the Tartars and

‘the: Greek Catholics. It was well defehded‘but some of the =soldiers of Greek

‘extraction,, who were within the gates, opened the gates to the besiegers.
‘The Poles escaped on their horses, but the Jews were pillaged and slain.

"So helpless was their state that when a OGreek entered a place in which a
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‘2, 8.8 py MNY pe 107
b. T\.L’If)b ‘1‘1 pp.  28=30
C. pory - Néiap pe 137
a,- /uh 0t p. 49




28,

 @reek enteved{a place in'whioh:a-hundredsJeWthad-takeh~vefuge,:the:Jews
‘would bare their necks:and one man would slay them all, " It is estimated
that :in Polonne as many as ten thousand Jews met their death at the hands of
‘the Cossacks or were taken captives by the Tartars, while-manvaere
~compelled -to renounge their fatthoGD

‘Among the victims was the Cabalist Samson of O.cstropol(f(:7 The
rabbi, accompanied by three hundred followeres, dressed -in shrouds, went
=toathé:synagqgue«wharewthey offered fervent prayers. They kept :at ‘their pray-

~until ‘the eheny came :and killed them .all, one by one.

0 S'I‘ROd AND ZABL AW

Similar massacres. followed -at Zaslaw,Qstrog, Kbnstantynow, Narol,:
Kremenetz Bar, -and many other cities.

fAt'Zaslaw(:)the enemies looted the Jewish population .and slew two
hundred persons who could not esocape on:account of sickness. Those who fled
‘hid in the woods whére they remained until hunger drove - them back. Whenever
‘they were seized they invariably begged to be slain on-the cemetary so that
“they might -have. some chance of receiving.a Jewish burial. In one instance
:a large number of Jews-assembled :in the house on-the-oemetary;vthe:céssaoks
got wind of:the fact, set fire to the place:and -the..Jews perished. 7
massacre. of equal ‘horror rand magnitude "took place:at Ostrog where six hundred

Jews perished.(> L
KONSTANTYNOW

‘The -enemy next turned to Konstantynow. ‘Wisniowiecki, however, was
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-BARy DUBNOQ pand . BRODY

‘meroilessly slain, "It ds estlmatgd

“the usual'cruel death., Chmlelnlcki o

29,

there at the time, met the enemy and defeated them. He then stationed

‘himgelf-in-the téwn, but distrusting -the inhabitants, .who were mostly
~Greek Cathokics he-soon-left the place.  Such Jews -as possessed horses
-followed -him, - the others were forced to remain. An hour -after his departure
‘the ‘enemy -entered -(Tuesday the 9th. of*Ab):and-slew;abouf;three-thousand

: Jews,:Rabbi»-Ascher, -a renowned scholar, ‘being -among those killed.
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‘When Chmielunioki firset : attaoked Bar(y he was not succeasful - But

2 e T (A TGN

gome of the sympathetic Greek Catholic inhabitants du¢ a tunnel under the

‘walls of ‘the'city .and helped him gain -entrance; Poles and Jews were wovuije

ithan “two thogsand of ‘the latter met

A.?é i
£ turned -to Konbtantlnow,Zaslaw,,

~and Ostrog.: These towns, :as. was.stated abova, had -already been pillaged,

‘but for: a second time th1eln10k1 attaoked them without plty or mercy. lf>

v 0 a2

O

‘From.there- the Cossack chieftain moved- to areat Dubno<§ a-strong,fortreas."
‘The fort~was*held;by”the,Poles:and»although“thefJews-begged=forgadmission
‘not 'a single. one was permitted to enter. Consequently when Chmielnicki

‘came into ‘the vicinity about eleven-hundred Jews were killed,: But since

‘it was ‘impossible for Chmielnicki to gain entrance, he moved on-to Brody,

a town-whioh'beionged:torhis pérsonal’enemy Prince Horonzi, and although

‘he destroyed ‘the tqwn he could not gain entrance:into-its fort, in which
‘thousands of Jews ‘and Poles had taken refuge. In the neantime, however,.

‘a horrible pestilehce;broke out ‘in the town and took .as its toll one

‘thougand Jewish lives.
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WHITE ‘RUSSTA :and LITHUANTA

| o @ o e R R e G i S G d b D T A D D D e

"At ‘the same time that the Jews of Volhynia:and ‘Podolia were

/
‘suffering the tortures of“hell,?Cossack»troops4underfbloﬁd.thtrsty»leaders

penetrated -into. the nearest towns of White Russia .and Lithuania-and. in

‘their usual murderous habit exterminated the Jewish and Polish inhabitants.
‘Manyvof“therLithuanians‘fled-to Wilna .and Great Grodnao, where for the time

»being'they’found-safety;@xﬂowaver,,many of ‘the sommunities to which they

fled were routed out completely by the Cossack hordes.and -thousands upon

xthousandS'of“Jews'werewslain.“Drfadful magsacres took place:in-the

oommunitiesiof:GhernigownandStarodub,:but-theuworst of:all was:in the city
of Homel. A contemporary gives the following description of the-Homel |
massacre:

“%The rebels managed to -bribe the head of the aity who delivered

“the Jews:into their henda. The Grecks rsurrounded ‘them :with drewn swords,
;ard with daggers, end spears, ‘explaiming: "Yhy do you believe.in your God,.
‘who has no pity on Hies suffering people, and does-not save it from our.hands?

‘Reject your: God :and you. shall.be mapsters! But if you eling to the faith of

your fathers, you. shsall :all perish in the same way :as your brethern.in. the

“Ukraine,--in Pokutye, :and ‘Lithuania perished et our hands. " Thereupon,Rabbi
‘Blieser, our teacher, the president of the (rabbiniosl court) rexolaimed:

‘"Brothern, remomber th% death of our fellow Jews, who perished to,sanotify

the name of our God! Let us too-stretoh forth our necks to the sword of -the

~onemy; look :at me and act-as. I dol" Immediately thousands of Jows rencunged

‘btheir lives, despised this world, :and hallowed the name of God: Tho Roshe

1.558. Jpyp p'w p- gives the number slain as 6000 :(continued from page‘29)

‘pauJ »Sawp gives the nuber slain . as 1500
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‘and scattered to the»w1nds;“The steppe: for miles;around‘waS'strewn with o

‘marching at the head of a large Vossack army and accompanied by his Tartar a

‘into the fortifled oentor ofthe town., Chmielnicki appealed to the Poles- té

‘Jews were under the jurisdiction ofthe King and that the. town authorities

Yeshi®ah was the first %o offer up his body . as a burnt~offering. Young end
old, boys and girls saw the tortures, sufferings, and wounds of the teacher,
who did4 rot ocease exhorting them to acoept mdZtyrdom.in the .nane of Him who
had called into being the generations of mortals, A8 one msn they.all —exclain=
ed: "Let us forgive one_another our mnubysl insulbts. Let us offer -up our. .souls
to God and our bodies to the wild waves, to our.-enemi‘es, the offspring to. the
Greelknsl "™ When our enemieos heard these words, they started.a terrible butochery
killing their viotims with spears:in order that they might die slowly. Husxiu
Husbonde, ‘wives, and ochildren fell -in heaps. They did not even attuain to

burial, dogs .and swine fooding on thoir daadAbodiea.<D

BATTLE OF PILYAWA .and THE MASSACRES OF GALICTA. |

Ty September 1848 the armies of the Poles and the Cossacks again
met in open battle near Pilyawa and agaln the same disasterous results

of the Battle of- Yellow Waters followei The Poles were completely defeated/i
a

L

et

corpses -and ‘the Cossacks are said to have reaped 10,000,000 guldens worth

of booty.:

Lembeorg

o R b A W G

Following the sticcessful outcome of the battle, Chmielnicki,:
;

vz,

allies, approached the walls of Lemberg,@ and began to besiege the capital f

of Red Russia ug Galicia. A long-and,hard-fouﬂht’strugéleqfollowed;'"‘The

D,
Cossacks ‘in storming and plllaglnd the guburbs,.-but they faisl to penetrate

deliver the Jews into their hands, -but the Poles refused saying that the
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had no righ&‘to'dispose of them. In-the meantime a terrrible pestilence.

“broke. out; %hié fact combined with the scarcity of foood and water killed
x

as many’aS'éen'thousand people, “At lenght When:the.sgpply of water totally

gave way, the authorities of the town were forced to come to terms with

Chmielnicki, whom they paid a ransom of two hundred thousand gold gukdens.-

<. (1B D W

At Narol * thousands of Jews were gathered -and offered stout

‘reststanoe*to-the"onsloughtS'of*theiCossacks;ffinally,rhawé#er,:Gbmielnicki

‘took the town on the 17th. of Mar-cheswan (1A48): the commandant Lachtch

was flayed alive,- twelve thousand 2 were slain or drowned, many prisoners

‘were carried away by the Tartars, and as a last act the town was burned.-

‘A woman who escaped -by pretending to be dead,: related that several hundred

men,- women,:- and children escaped 'in a similar manner. She further said that

due to the lack of food they were forced to devour -human flesh, cutting up

‘the. corpses and eating*them.'DOQS'and pigs-ate thousands of the bodies."

Y RH
ZAMOST.Z

L

At: Zemostz 3 Chmielnicki was not quite successful. It was a strong

place and hard to take, but in the meantime the smaller places round about
et e e ot o 1 1 2 o 5 R o e
Loa 58pyp 41 pp 44043
b Noty o pyetAp py 138
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2.8 zym p'lo gives the number killed:as 20, 000
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were plundered and put to.the sword. At K?§emi nietz; ‘a small town south
of'Lublin,,a'Russtan'cut:thenthroatS'of~SGVGral‘hundred:Jewish-ohildren
with a q?n ,gand,eaoh'time.he.would,aék his companions, "Is it Kosher or . is
it trefa?” If the reply was "trefa" the body would be thrown to'the:dogs;
but if the answer was "kosher!  the body would be examined as is done with
animals, and then carried through the streets to the,cry,i“Who wil1;buy a
kosher lamb?"  Zamostz itself could not be taken but as aresult of the:

plague: that was raging within the city, hundreds of Jews perished.-

RLHOITION oF. JOHN OASIMIR
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“ALl Poland nOW“layxat'Ghmielnioki'é‘feet»and'the’roadrto the.

defenseless capital was open-before him, He thus started on-his way to
Wargaw. - But -at this point news reached him that .an assembly had gatherd

‘at Warsaw for the election of: a new Kingﬁ@ “The choice was between John 7

2

“Casimir, Vliadislav IV's brother, and-Rakotzi. When Chmielhicki heard thgi'

f;mmwm.,w ¥y

“Wisniowiecki, his deadly enemy, declared himself'for'the,latter,:heaimmed;

 iately‘sént;word‘that:if“Gasimir were eleoted he would-cease fighting.: This ?

‘fact. among other things decided the election:in favor of John Casimir. The

new King entered. into negotiatiOHS'with'Ghmielmiéki,:who recognized. his obli
obligations to the royal house by retiring to distant .Kiew, but owing to 1

excessive,demands‘byithe,OossacmsGDnegotiations~weveabroken off (February
¥ o perdv ,p pp. 46-49, |
2. The following were some of 4the outrageous demands made by the Cossasokay: ?
i@, Whepoever the Cossacks dwelt there wus-te be no Roman Catholio
churoh .

'b. The Jesuits were to be entirely rooted out of Small Russis.

'ﬂ ‘0, The Hetamen:and the ochief conmissars were %to be Bosaacks.
‘d. The number of registered Cossacks was to -be grestly:inoreased. §

‘g.-In 811 of Ukreina .and:in all of Small Russis .no Jew waa to be

found.
pt T NIV IP e P, 65
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18, 1849) ‘and as a result civil war flamed up again,.

ktav

WD o o

The breaking off of negotiations with Chmielnicki led to further
:atrocities by the Cossacks. At Kiev unspeakable tortures were perpetrated
.upon-the Jews and Catholics. The Catholic monastertes;and churches ‘were

pillaged and -burned, the olergy dragged out by the hair.and massaored, or
%&M‘"’» L(Ju//’(//
drowned, -while the "sentry were - hunted down with dogs-like so many" hares and
stags.™ The oitiz&ns of-Kiev were absolutely forbidden under pain of death
R
‘to .harbor ‘the Jewish or-Catholic fugitives. Scores of women:were ravaged,:

‘the corpses. of the. dead were taken out of-the coffins.and cast to the dogs,:
‘the.bodies of priests were propped up 'in the corner of the streets with

PP f&‘é{"
Large books in-their stiff hands. "In this manner was Kiev besieged for

S & ‘ B
forty days, so that the whole city was brought to ruin.- Ja§hglics .and Iews
R . AL

: werenruthlessly destroyed; only ' such as prngssed the

‘Greek Catholic faith

were. spared alive," @

X ) o Y T &1
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‘In the meantime those Jews who had reckoned upon:.a settlement
‘between the Cossacks :and the Poles and'consequently had returned ‘to their

homes, paid with their qonfldence with death(a It hus happened -that for.a
oAl I A AL R TR Dy e s !
‘third ttme $het many Jews :and nobles pePlSh@d ‘at Ostrag Gband again it was

P

‘accomplished ‘through the treachery of the Cossack sympathisers: the return-

s e e it el 2

‘ed Jews ‘had hardly been:in Ostrog for three weeks when word to that effect
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“A bloody battleiensued'near'Zboroch)on'the banks Qf-théAStrypa,,when'only )

35. -

was sent to the Cossacks, who were staying about marauding -and plundering

‘in“the vicinity. Their sympathisers managed to have them enter the town in

af
the.stq%th of ‘the night and hundreds of Poles.and Jews were slain. Only

Frogi

BATTLR OF éBOROW

R L S

@

-The King sent éut;anrarmy to punish the conspirators.at Ostrog.

Phe Polish .army for onoqfwas~somewhat.successful:in their combats -against

‘the Cossacks which they carried on yntil'the;beginhing of July.  While

these skirmishes were going on Chmielnicki in the meantime was preparing

‘his army of ‘Cossacks and. Tartars for another open battle with the. Poles.

Wisniowiecki kept the Cossack host :at bay in his entrenched camp at Zbaraz

‘for ‘a month,. till king Casimir, at the head of 25, 000 men, relieved him.-

{

‘the "personal valor of John Gasimif,'ﬁhe-supeviohiiy of“the,Polishﬂavtilpér;m
‘and “the skilful diplomacy of the Polish chanoellor,Ossoliqﬁski,;QQO B

'succeededrinﬁhgying,off'the-TartarS”at~the.cpitical,moment,,enabled'the

royal forces to hold their ownv-C) Chmielnicki, checked :in his career of-

‘victory, though still unconquered, dictated peace on his own terms.: By

the compact of Zborow :(August 22, 1549). :
a. Chmielnicki was recognized .as the hesad of the Zaporozhians
b.- The number of registered Cossacks was fixed at thirty thousand.These
c.: The town of Chigorin was given to Vhmielnicki.-
d. Residence of Jews was forbidden in the chief-seats of the Cossacks

-(i.e.” Ukraina, the regions of Chernigow, Poltavia, Kiew, -and partly
e e e o o 0 2 2 1
1. p%1%n |pp. 5O
2 OQ'pryp pIYBp.20-22
- %, "The F’iirst'Romans" p. 94
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‘The Jews werérvery poor -and. continued becoming poorer due to the.lack of

‘The Jews, who were really poor, were supposed to be rich, and consequently

ing of the Jews but exacted the little that they had for the support of

36.
Podolia.’)
‘€, In return for these huﬁiliating conditions Chmielnicki did homage to
‘the-King of Poland on bended knees:in the presence of both armies,.
kigsed the King's hand and ‘the Chancellor of Lithuania recited his

pardon.

SATEMPTS AT RECONSTRUCTION

At last after a year and a half of suffering that surpasses:all
desoription, the horror stricken Jews were granted a period. of comparative
peace that lasted for some months, The Poleg and Jews returned to fheir

‘homes; ‘but neverthelesgs the lot of the Jews by no meanswan:enviableone.CD

trade and the 'very high cost oftall-neoessities;'IttwaS'not 50 much a state
of- famine but a scarcity of money from which the Jews suffered, for the
Cossacks and Tartars had carried ewerything off. The rich GreékwcatholiOS'
fled across.the Dniepr to the Cossacks, for fear -that the Poles woul wrehk

vengeance upon them. Others burried their treasure and pretended pdverty.'
every one cried to them, "give! givel"™ Nor were the King and nobles spar-

the army.:{®: But despite all hardships their lot was as-.a haven compared
with the sufferings endured during the past eighteen months. Those Jews
who were,forced-to~embraoe,the Greek Orthodox faith, were permitted by
King Casimir to return to Judaism; alsp many of the Jewish women who fled

. G
from their Cossack husbands were not forced to return to them. 3
1. pow NotAb pe 139
2, pd%n [I'pp 54=B5
3 petsp ﬂ‘pp 55«56
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The "Council of Four Lands" which met in Lublin in the winter
of 1880 framed a set of regulations looking to the restoration df~the.normal

conditions in the domestic and the communal Life. of the Jews:® There was

great need for -such.a conference as well as much liniency on the part of the

rabbis. Hundreds and even thousands of women were separated from their
hugsbands and did not know whether'they-were'déad,»or pérhaps,ralive,roama

ing in some distant country. Such perplexing questions;. them, as tg'whether

‘they were: widows or wives, etc, had to be:answered in harmony with Rabbini-

cal law. " The Synod of Lublin is said to have hit upon excellent arrange=
ments. Most probably the linient Lipman Heller-,fthen-ﬁabbi of Cracow,
strove to effect a mild interpretation of the law relating to supposed

death.” 74

‘The. day of the Niemirow massacres (Siwan 20) which coinoides

with an old fast in mempry of the martyrs of the Crusades, was appointed

‘ag-a day of mourning ‘in memory ofsthe victims of the Cossack pogroms.

Leading rabbis composed a number of soul stirring dirges to be recited on
Siwan 20th.to be recited not only.in memory of the massacred Jews of

Niemirow,;but of ‘all those killed in the period of the nen prva @

e

}1‘ /l D ’\ /\

FURTHER. MASSACRES 'and POGROMS.
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But thg“Jews wera~not‘to enjoy peaoe for~a long time; .soon 1t

became evident that the Treaty of Zborow was neither satisfactdry to the

Cossacks nor to the Poles, especially the latter., In the early part of

1651-hoétilitie" again broke out and again the Jews werethe first to

suffer. However, as Graetz su,mests, ‘the massacre of the Jews could not

1, Dubnow p. 152,
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longer thousands of Jews to be slaughtered and moreover the evil dags had

‘inspired ‘the Jews ‘with courage.Furthermore, fofune, ‘80 long @hmlelnlckiws

ally in his struggle with Poland; viz. Russia,: or.as it was then known
W
to ‘incorporate the Ukraina in its territory and.néw»ith Chmielnicki's

1854 and in the same year the Russian troops penetrated into-White Russia

58.0‘ | s

<be ag extensive as during the two or three previous years; there were no

Fa

A
"'

'yl

friend, now deserted him, and at Beresztecszko, on the banks of- thé@tulwa,

the Cossack ‘leader was utterly defeated by the Polisl forces. Finally in

1851 a treaty was concluded at Byelaya Tzerkow whi¢ch was gatisfactory to t
(‘?’2’ g il . e B
[t - < .«;i

W
j‘ 1"/ \5
!

“Many of the: Cossack's former claoms were rejected.

theAPoles;

&

-

‘b. The right of the Jews to seltle in Ukraina was restored. ™.

c,'The'Jews were permitted to hold property on lease.

THR RUSSI AN -end SWEDISH INVASION
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‘The:victory of the Poles was as far as the Jews were concerned

actually a curse in disguise. As a result of their losses the Cossacks

-and ‘the Greek Orthodox Russians of the Ukraina again raised the banner of-

rebellion -and with renewed,zealﬁg "This time Chmielnicki sought another
Muscovy. The Moscovite Bmpire had long sought for the proper opportunity
overtures such a moment seemed. at hand.. Negotiatioﬁs were: completed in

and Lithuania and began a war with Poland. "Now came the turn of the Jews

of the northwestern region to endure their share of suffering) For two . T
years, 1854-1855, they: were made to suffer untold agonies. In the course
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of June and July the towns of Dorogobuzh, Byelaya, Poldk, and Mstislavl
fell into the enemies”~hands;(D“Phe'seizure of ‘the cities and towns by ;
‘the united Cossack-Muscovite army -was generally accpmpanied by the exile
or extermination of the Jewish population.~1n;August Prince ‘Radizwill,.
the'Polish genepal,-was'defeated at BSzepielwicag, and in the same month
Moghilew, on the Dniepr,  surrendered to the Russians. At the latter place ! :
the Jews through their own excusable folly .were forced to pay:a heavy
penalty. It was thus: when the city:surrendered to the Muscovite forces,
Czar Alexis ordered all the Jews to leave the city, the property to be
distributed among the Russian 6fficials. The;Jews,:haéver,,hoping that
the-ill wind would soon blow over continued delaying the enforced exodus.-
Towards ‘the end of the summer when Colonel Poklonski, the Russian commander
of”thé,garrison;at Moghilew heard that the Polish:army was approaching under
the command of Radizwill ‘and fearing that -the Jews might join the approach-
ing enemy,,immediately dave nétime-to the Jews to evacuate, promiging them
‘gsafe. journgy to the camp of Radizwill.-But the Jews had hardly left the
town behind them wsen'they were overtaken by thesRussian.army.who first
'took.all'their possesiond and then murderously butchered them.
Toward the end of the year Vitebsk also fell -into the.-hands of

: Musoovy.:Herehﬁhe,JeWS took an active part - in the defense of the town:- o

g

"They dug trenohes=aroundvthe,fortified'oastle,.Stréﬁgthened‘the_wallsyl:iﬂj, b
supplied the soldters with arms, powder, -and horses, and acted as SCOufs:ﬁ;h7
When ‘the enemy -finally succeeded in taking the town they took ample revengéfi'“,
of the Jews for their staunch patriotism; many were killed, all were

robbed, others forcibly baptized or exiled to Pskow, Novgorod, -and Kazan.

Bqually great were the sufferings of ‘the Jews in Vilna, the capital of

1, "The FPirmt Romans" pp. 109=110




‘spared by the Swedes were made to suffer  the most agenizing tortures by

40,
{?f Fapdldd,

Lithuania, when it was attacked bythe combined Russian~wésoov1te forces.,

P e

Most of -the Jews, however, gaved themselves by fleeing far their lives.

‘Those who were left behind were either slain obﬁpahishedfby order of the

Czar,

THE SWEDISH INVASION»
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‘Not enough was it that the Cossacks and Russians were tearing at

‘the heart of Poland, -but another of its enemies must descend upon:it. This

time it was Sweden. In the summer of 1455 Charles X of Sweden, on. the
flimsiest of pretexts, forced .a war upon Poland, -and before the year was

ouﬁ his forces had occupied Cracow, Warsaw:and the: best half of the land

and King John Casimir,  abandoned by his subjects fled to Silesia." . And

as usual thevsaﬁe refrain may be sung: the Jews were the ones to be stricken

the hardest.  -Charles' object :in-attacking Poland was to -secure her rich

‘Baltic provinces. He was statesman enough, however,to attract -in his behalf

the sympathies of the Polish Protestants:and Calvanists, who hoped. that
the Northern Protestants would bring freedom to them exactly in the same

way as the Cdssacks expected salvation from the Orthodox Russians.. The

‘Jews, too, it might be said, hoped that the invasion by the Swedes might

‘help their cause and therefore they were: rather in sympathy with it. For

this lack of patriotism (?) they (the'Jews) had to pay a terrible price.

‘The:'Swedish invaders though were not at all mindful of the good will of ths

Jews and made them suffer ‘equally with the Poles. ‘And those Jews who were /

/
/
f

‘the patriotic Poles who charged them with disloyalty. "The Polish general

g
Czarniecki, whose spe01al hobby -was hatred of the: Jews, manifested

exceptional harshness in his treatment of ‘them., All Poland was like-a;f

bloody field of battle on which Cossacks, Russians, Swedes, and Poleé
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'wr'estleid'.j "the Jews were ill \;s_ed or -slain by all. Nearly all the 'Jews in
the province pf Posen were d»gs‘troyed ‘and ‘also those in the provinces éf-
‘Cracow, Kalish,-and’Piotr?kow. 'Rabblis were tortured and murdered, women
‘violated, and 'in dgeneral -thousands of Jews killed. Only those were spared

‘who ‘would emwbrace Chri stianityw

In this manner the persecutions continued until 1558, one year
after Chmielnicki's death. Not until then did ‘the horrors of war begin
gradually to subside:and "only after ternible..kosées and humiliating

concessiong to Russia and Sweden was Poland able to restore-its political

order,: which had been shaken to:its foundation during -the preceding years.’f’,

/
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CHAPTER FIVE
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The Consequences of ‘the Chmielnicki Perscutions.

The losses infliced upon the Jews during the fatal decade of
1A43- 1458 were :appalling. Contemporary writers vary in their reports of
‘the number that were:destroyeda“Some:chronioléfs'give:the'number as -high
as ROO,OOO'G)while-others esbimate:it'tQ’betno more. than 100;000; actually
as many as 200,000 or 250,000 souls undoubtedly perished.duning:&hese”ten
horrible years. According to Samuel Phoebus :in his [1+n 2w 740 Jewish
communities met with disaster.*But-this may be -an exaggeration; more
ﬁoonservativeswriﬁers-estimate the number of Jewigh communities massacred
and>sacked'aé:between threé:%ndwfour-hundred.' .But even:if the lowest
figures be accepted this catastrophe excells by far the losses suffered by
Jews during the Crusades .and the Black Beath.. On the left shore of the
Dniepr-Rivér, where the cities inhabited by the Cossacks were located, ‘the
Jewish communities were almost without exception cpmpletely wiped out. 3
IN‘fhoﬂEities on the right shore of the Dniepr where the Cossacks had made
their appearanoe@»dthe:Polish part of Ukraina, Volhynia, :and Podolia---no
more than oﬁcstenth of the Jewish population survived. The others were eitie
'eithevbexterminatedfby Chmielnicki or his followers;. taken captives by the
‘Tartars and carried off into Turkey; or had emigrated to Lithuania and the
central provinces of Poland -and from there -to the various countries of
Western Burope. Indeed, -a marked comparison may be drawn between the results
following theveXpulsion of the Jews from Spain and Portugal -in 1492 and
the horrors following the great cataclysm of 1548-1A58, As in the: days of

the earlier catastrophe Sephardic Jewish refugees ocould be met with every-
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where, 80 now following the Polish-Cossack war, fugitive Jews, emaciated
in form,: wretched in appearanoe,;and.hollow of eye, fleeing from hunger,:
pestilende,vfire,:and the sword, were to be found all over Furope and
psia. @
‘ ‘Wherever the: poor strickeﬁ%ugitives came they were welcomed with
open arms- by theirjbrethern who fed and cloathed them and whenever possible,
endeavored ‘to give them a new start in life. Thousands of Jews who were
 taken captives by the Tartars and brought to Constantinople,. Salonica, -and
other Turkish cities, to Egypt and to Barbary and there were gladly
‘ransomed by their fellow Jews. Many of the Jewish refugees fled westward
by way of Dantzic 'andvthfough the district of 'the Vistula:and came: to
Hamburg’and'Amsterdam,wwhenoerthey'were-oonveyeﬂ to Frankfort-on~the-
Mein -and otheﬁ;Rhenish cities. Three: thousand Lithuanian Jews fled southe
ward came to the city of Texel and were gladly received by the Jewish
‘poéulation. Thousands of Jews fled gouthward to Moravia,nBohemtaQAustria,
And'Hungary and from therertb Ttaly. The Ttalian Jews were especlally
‘ﬁospitable.and-liberally.aided~in rangoming thousands of captive Jews and
'mainfained;the«fugitives=at-a great-sacrifice.'ThercommunityApassed.and
acted upon'a‘resolution to devote.one;fourth of its income in behalf of
‘their unfortﬁnate:?olish Jewish. brethern. Though themselves victims of
the the Thirty -Years War, the German and ‘Austrian cpmmunities also proved
themselves magnanimous in-this great hour of need.  In fact Germany did
" more than it was able to do.d’do great was the immediate need thad the German
communities, and others perhaps,,were'obliged~to divert to the relief of the
helpless wanderers many of ‘the funds intended for the maintainance of -the

poor ‘in Jerusalem.” This resulted in great hardshéps for the w1dows and the
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poor of Palestine, and of~ﬁhevseven-hundred dependent upon alms it is said

that four hundred perished of"hunger.‘('D

‘The,Ghmielnioki pogroms left an indelible impress upon Judaism and
in a Sense pem0lded-it.'To use an expression of-Graetz; "Judaism became
Polonized." Even heretofore the Polish method of Talmudic study had gained
stroq@gupport-in~the:sohools-of'Germany and also, though to a lesser degree,:
in the rabbinical schools of Italy, through the vast literature of the Polish
Aauthors;‘But;now following the personal -influx of: these. same dreat Talmudic
authorities into Germany, Austraia, Ttaly and into whatever other‘oéuntriés
they happened to go, the Polish method became the supreme: and the authors -
itative one, Rabbinic offices were bestowdd upon them in all countries. -

To mention a few examples: Bphraim Cohen (authér ofnex “aw) and Sabbathai
Cohen (yw?) both formerly of-Vilna received appointments in Moravia;

Samuel Aaron Kaidonower (author ofmavm nd13) of Vilna took office in Furth

1.

and 1ateqbn in‘Frankfortuon«thenMﬁin; and Moges Tohen also of Vikna took
office -in Metz.- At this point another analogy may be drawn between the:
refugees of“thérSpanish end—Porbuguene-Jews- Inquisition and those of the
‘“'Polish pogromS'of'1648m1858;,like,the.Spanish.and Portuguese Jews looked

with contempt upon the"Ashkenizn" with whom they came in contact so did

 the.Polish Talmudists look down upon theirnéerman, Italian, and Portuguess
colleagues who were no match for them when it came to Talmudic stuy,‘
"Peopie made fun of the'Polacks’ but submitted to them just the same.Who-
evef désired‘é thorough Talmudic and rabbinié education had to git at the
feet of the Polish rabbis,.  Bvery father who wished to give his children

‘a Talmudic training had to engage a Polish rabbi or teacher.  ‘Little by




little the Polish rabbis forced their pilpulistic piety upon'theAGérman

and Ttalian communities. It was they who brought about a still greater
decline than heretofore in scientific.and even Biblical knowledge. In the
very century of Descartes and Spinoza, when the three civilized peoples,.
 thé~French,:the Engl%éh,-and the: Dutch,. dealt a deathublow to medievalism,.
the Polish -Jewish immigrants, fleeing from Chmielnicki's fury, introduced a
new medievalism into Buropean Jewry which maintained itself in full vigor

o
upward of a century,. and is still partly in force in our own day.‘ﬁz
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