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IN11RODUCTORY CHAPT.E;R @ 

~Brief ·Sketch of ·the History of the Jews·in Poland until 1648. 

1.f.Q.D.l!lil.QJll;:.;!J!.f!IDQ.B.X · 

-<Lt >i8 d1.ff'.toult. to ascertain .wt th certainty when ·the· first: Jewish 

·settlers came ·to Po1and. Some of ·the 'histori:ans•.o..,.both Polish. and Jewishti·-·"" 

:are o,f the opinion ·that they came there dn very :early times. (9th.·Century):, 

while others ~tve ·a muoh·later date·(13th.Century) •. Dubnow ·holds ·that the 

·Slav lands on ·the :ban!rs of ·the ·Var.ta and ·the Vistula, .·being. nearest :Western 

Europe, .were.'bound ·to:attDact Jews.·at a very·early perfod·in·their capacity 

:as international'traders.~and·that·tbese·ephemeral·visits frequently resulted 

in permanent settle~enta :tn the lands tbat:in the first ·instance were•vis· 

.ited for the purpos\es of.'triade. y·(<1t,f ,,;r.;:: 
·The Hirst extensive1immigration.of~Jews•to.Poland ooourred:at the --

time of the First Crusade, ( 1098) •. ·. Poland ... and Lithuania were .'.at ·that period ~ l ( r: 
J '\;'Id\{\(-" ;' 

·the ~~h,;:opean. countries where ·the ·Jews found ·shelter .and ·consequently f i::i'f't-·'l~t 
i' \!/~.Jf,\ t+\ '"( 

~it oan be well understood 1 why large numbers of ·fugitive·Jews from the Western · 

·fields pf: carnage f1ed.·thither ... Similar. extensive immigration$ of <Jews ·to 

·Poland followed .as ··Ii· result of ttye Crusades· of 114130.-1147 •and 11gl). 

'During·these years'the·Jews of Poland, on~the whole, enjoyed un-

disturbed peaoe,and prosperity with only every·now and·then '.an out•break of 

minor~importanoe against ·them. Fortunately whenever'these discords occurred 

'they were gene.val.ly suppressed 'b,v the nobi1i ty of the various pr.inoipa1ities. 

~The reason·that ·the nobility and the princess took so keen an·interest ·tn~~ 

·their ,Jewish •subjects may be aco.ounted for by the fact that ·they >(the Jews) 

were•indispensible to PolandJs needs. Poland·Lacked a middle olass~~~its 
{ ' ·. - - . . , 

-----~~-~-----------------------~------~----~-------~----------~-----~-~---
1 Tbe faota in thie.ohapt~r .. ar~·baaed primarilr on•a ·study of Du~now.1and 

of Gra~tz. 
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population consisted of. nobles. and peasants only. ·The ·Jews ·suppl.lied ·th.is 

deficiency in· the ·normi;il scheme. of :econom.ic ;affairs. ·They 1aoted ;as 'the 

pioneers of ·trade <and ·finance, .engaging :in various commercial pursuits. 

·Further, many of· 1 them.were:employed:by.·the monarchs,and·the ·nobility in 

·the capacity of 1agents or ·tax.,. farmers 1and :in :a few 'instances .'even .. as diplo

mats :and ·:intimate advi:sors • .'In this manner. 0 the kings .·and ·the nob:i:l:ity, ·many 

. of whom. were ·thniftless ;and ·extravagen.t, ·found ·the ·sobeu, •.industrious,•-and 

. keen"!wi:tted ·.Jews '.invalua.b1e. · 

·Dur..i ng the 13th. ·Gent ury, ·however, .•there was 'a determined ·.effort 

·to undermine ·this ddeal condition of )affairsJ.in which ·the ·Jews found.· them.-. 

selves. ··This 2~opa)~and~ of.·hat.ned :was.; carnied on :by ·the ·Church, on ·the one. 
'){l{~}Y;! f"'\/l1\ 'U,t. -f:;JVz~""' 'i 

'hand, ~and :by the'"·neighpovingAstates on ·tbe other. ·The ;ambition of·the former; 
""~~J\f 

·Was to obtain ·converts ·to Chnist:ianity, ·while ·the ,1atter :'in sett1ing ~in the 

·Pellish cities ,as me.noh·an:bs ·and.•tm1desrnen ·rH1.tuva1ly ·found 'in 'the Jews ·serious 

. competitd>rs. · The ··best of'.:· the Poldsh ·rulers, ·however ·sought .•to cope. with the 

attua:bion: so ja.s to protect ·their desiuable Jewish :subjects •. ·Such :a ruler 

was·Bo1es1av of·Kalish. With the•oonsent of ·the·htgh oftiiotals of ·the state 

he •issued.:in 1264•a:charter whioh•olearly delined the position of·•tbe~Jewish 

"Subj eots. ··This · oharter :·sub se.quentl,Y' .•became , the: co:rner~1 ctone. of, Poli sh•Jewi:sh 

·legislation. -:In :d t many privileges ,were granted ·to.·the 'Jews but, on. the 

other ·hand some restrictions .•weve enacted. :It. ·is,, nevertheless, "as ,1tberal 'a 

document ·as mtg ht have. 'reasonably ::been .:expected. 

·But ,while the temporal authovities'endeavored·to regulate-the re

'latton of ··the.·dews ·to ·the· country with .at least :1a ·semb1anoe of 'the pr.:i:noipl;e 

of ·justice ·and more 'especially dn.aooordanoe ·with its ·economic needs.,, ··the 

Chu·roh, unmoved.~by either. noble or pat-tiottc reas<llns 'but. only 11lpa\p.ired 'by a 

qeeire. for uni:versal supremacy., .. useditts ·influence ·towards •sepanating. ·them 

from 'the.:-. body politic. and. place them. tn a.- position of ·a desptsed.·seoih :For 



·the present ·the·Roman Gathobic ChurohJin Po1and·was yet:t~o weak·to.aarry 

.d ts po1icy out on .,a large and effective sea.le, ·and ·the monarchs ."oer.e ·too ·far 

·sigbted1and.·too humanitan~an·to permit·the. Church~in the :execution of·suoh 

. r; ~?. 

Jin the -~~-:!1t.--Ra~t of ·the' 14th. ·Century ·Jewish dmmignation •to ·Poland "'J. 

~a~~umed•eipeotally large propa~tions. ·This~wasibrougbt •about•by the massacres 

·following •the;:J;ll;aok: ~Jj~].!1 which· forced )a '·vast ·number of 'iJews ·to ~i:teek ·shelter 
~"l'fl!(f.'"""'1~!"'1~·.;u.·.~~"'"·· ' 

•there. They 1were. gladly~welcomed.1by the·tben.:1iberal ruler-Casimir the:Great 

., ( 1838.,-1370). ·He .~amplified. the Charter of~·Boles1av .-andt~in "view of. the · hostil-.. 

· i ty of· the munioi pa:hi ties ~and the clergy , towards ,the· ,Jews,· ''he :insisted par.. J,(;91'''' 

'ilicularly. on p1acing :the' ,Jewish lega.Loases under ·b.is °,wn ,j uI?i:sdiction ;and , i\ ~l·7j, 
.~,.' >> f'~t·W~f"-

taking· them out of ·the· hands of ·the municipal ;and 'ecol:.J~siastioa.l ,,autho.u_tties~ '. 

·In .. the latt.er part of·the 14th. ·Century, under ··the ·raUVt of· ·q(f'r~,~~·~dfet$i/' :1\ 

·Vladl:s.lav· Yagbellof • ( 1386--1434},.who had :been ·con.ierted l:rom paganism ·to 'f' '(/) ' :: 
ohrtstiantty ·and who ,a~hered ·to the new faith with ·the ,ardo$.> of1a. convert ·rf / !r 
;and consequently· friequently yJelded ·to ··tbe ·,influence of ·the o:i:ergy, ·the ,Jews 

•suffered-' their first :relii(i,ous persecution •. 'Riots took p1aoe 'i.n Posen,· 

.:Gcaqow, .:and several other ·,Jew.tsh ·oenters • 

. were. checked ·somewhat ~b.Y Gas.imir IV ( 1447.;..;.1492). :He ·was :iimbued with the 

1ideas of·the·humanistic movement ·then~in vogue·and renewed'the:oharter gvant. 

the. Jews ·,by Casimir ·the Grea:b; the 0r.iginal of'::which ·had. been destroyed ·by 

the fire which devestated Posen :in 1447 ~·:, :·A simi1ar po1toy of toleration 

: was pursued ·by , Sigismund ·I. · ( 1507,.-1548) du.rt ng .. whose. reign the. ~Tews . I .itt'(:, 
... -

,experi.enoed ·the most prosperous period of ·their, stay An Poland. so far. ·In 

tbe,meantime, however~ ·the·Jesuites still continued~in their po1ioy of· 

preaching.• bat.,ned .. agai:nst · ths · Je.ws .;and duvtng. ·the reign of ·'Sig.ismt,tnd ·II.,~ 

·strong effor1Hf::in that cUreo.t.iPtl • S.1.giamund was not an. easy v:tottm.·:tq the 
:• . 

'machinations of :·the Catho:bio ,:aQ·.th.orittes. and endeavored to suppress.·to the :~e· 

·,., 

f· 
1 · 
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best of· bis ,,a.bili ty "all. ;acadsa1.lions ;ag;ainst.~and ,restr.iotions limiting :·the 

rights of 1 the ''Jews. ·Th~ ·same policy of good 'Will. towards ·the ~Jews ·was 
/), "}<~. '•I 
fl,~~:\.1'{l'~'/'I -r.1i;. 

fo1lowed ·by· Stf?phen Bathonf' ' ( 157.5 ... -15.SF>). ; He guarded. 1 them.;a.g~inst .'a. number 

of ,blood ·accusations :·that manifested'themsel:ves during 'h.is period ;and 

'bestowed ·many other.::benet.lits upon ·them. This prosperi:i:ty of tne:«Jews 

continued even ·duving ·the I.?ign of 'Sig±f3tp~nd i:'.J!ffi:E ·• ( 15~7,:-4.'332}, .. a zealous 

<Gatholiio :brought up under ,,Jesuit ;influence. 'He ·oonUrmed ·to the· Jews ·their 

;,ancient privileges, .·but: nev.ertheless •ev.idenoed ~his ::bias 1by ,a, decree ·that 

whenever q~, ·new ·synagogue was to .be 'built· the permission of·the 'Church. mµst 

:ibe obtained,. '.!Also .1a.bout ·this. time' the.'lReformettio:tt··sp:i;r,it, ·which ·had lost 

much of·>its·novel~enthusiasm>in·Germany. wa~ ~~ining gre~t·strengthiin 
~ 

·Po1and,;the'spirit of:whichfound·favor~in the•eyes of many of•the nobility, 

rnany oLwhom:even:beoame·Tlni~avtans'and were·stigmatised brthe Ohurch·as 

· semi'!"t.Tudaei. ·., .. 'Ebe posi:1lion of· the ·.Jews iin Poland.·was gradually 'becoming 

more~and more precarious~. The·natives•entertained·hatred~against.·the~ ~n 
f) .,,,. 

~account of·their usuPious 1extortions;·the German·settlers on~acoount of· 
f"""""~.,-,_-.·,.--'<o.,,..~,.,,_,_,., ... -.;,,_ •. _,,.,,.c~ ~~. -~--,-....,__,,·~ ,,_, '•'"'"" •. ·•, 

·their· commercial rivalry; ·the' Jesuits on 'account of ·their infidelity and of

·tbe :inspira:bion>by the Jews ~as the olergy.;be;bieved) ·of ·the.: Dissenting sects .. 

:But ·in. addition ··to ·the .1above rn st ill· greater ·factor ;that ·endan~ered .·their 

ppsition~and.whioh proved·to 1 be·the•immediate cause of persecution ·followed 

ias .'a result of ·the· '-'appearance. upom 'the ·horizon of:.',Jewish history •a new 

power~~~the·semi~barberou$:masses of·Southern:Europeq.@ 

LTews ;in Poland made ·their social .·'.and even ·otvil: autonomy 'bd>th "neoe~H3ary 'It, ,vrA
1
.; 

·and possible". ·Be~inning with the 1'3th. ·Century 1 and for .a peviod of ;a,.bout 1A; .. :"'·~>·(' 
'...;.:;;.._!;....:.:t.::..L;....;,.~;...;,..;,...--...;..;.,,.;.....,.;...\...;..,S;....L:...L~._;...;...L.S. .... l.,.;.. ...... ;...;...:...._-........,._._._ ......... ;..;;..;...;..;....;.,..-...:..••.;,.;.;...,.._..,.....,..,........_;:.:..:. ·~.{€ . 

l ., S \l'J e p p , / o ·~ ; tJ; { .. f'.~4v{\,h.c~v11f' 
11 ~ ,;;::,J. J 
uP:'"'' ~ . , ...; ·.1 

I 

! 
' 
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two hundred years ,the ·Jews were .dnvested :with >internal ·self~,autonomy which 

·they ·exercised 'through :a central organization· known 1as ·th.e.'Couno:il of Four 
Vi {<'h"· •*' f' /!:(w.~·,1?--"k,ltP1-1 I""" 

·Lands. <1>-·The meetings were ge,nera1ly held duJY.tng ·the fair~ -~-~t ··Lub·:1i'~: 'i~ '-t'ime 

the·Counoil came to possess g~eat•authonity•and exercised not only:judtotal 

·:but -akso ;admini:stna.1Jive •and ·lef]islative ·functions ias •well.- Some aspects of •the 

·court ··system :are well described ··by· the·· oontemporary·-ohronioler ·,Bab bi ·Nathan 

·Hanover,. of•·Z~~:~;\,r~;;~~ot~t~;·( (t,:f J ~'l v. ~<?l;Et 
·.The/ o_!!i..~ ..... -~-!'..~.'.-~.~.~---~,,;:'!.~St> : :I. n · P9l and.i wa'$ ~e 'it had.. been • :i, n. Jet' us ale• 

"betotie .. tbe deilltruot:i.on Qf·the ·Tem,pl~;.1a'oourt ·w1u iestabl"'sbod .in ~acn 

towiL •If' people, ijid :.nl;)t :l:i.ll:e 'the oourt .. ;in one 'town ·they might iapp\'a,l "to 

the ·court ::i.n ·tbe .next 'town~, .>and df' ·thie, ·too, _dic,i .not eu:l:t ·they 'Went ·to 

t be ., H .i g n, ' 0 0 u l" t . ' T h ~ I' e ·' "a 8 0 n e 1 i n ' e IA 0 h p r 0 y i n 0 cf~~~ o,\~ ~ r 0 If " 0 :U1 s: . t h e ' II up u· .. 
~ior oourt for!,be pro~inee of Volhynlaj•nd·Uk~•lnaJand•Deaherg .. for the 

p ro:f i nl>e of.· Rues ii tt.. ''fie Ae,1::1;,.,1£~, ,~J~7i~:~·1:t/ff .. i'\,, tlt'·''<'l.4 
f~v«<'f'"1-•\,tfi:..4.!t.~~ f' · t ,!..~~c •}~~ •• ~.!.J ... ~~:,<?,.~.!1.~t~ .. ~J~ .. i~.Ji..12,:n,,;. h:.a d '.a qp in• rel :the 1 'went _,,et ore · t b c 

·Oounoil (>f .Four .. IJ.u1dQ. 'The Counoil ·held ·'sessions ·twice ia Y:llll~l'I,' ;aad/·~ ~ /,,/,/ 

• .. /) •. ·£1;.~._,1. .. ·.·_,. (:;-_o·~.-;;-.. st~d of.:• l El ade r from : e ao h : o. on et_ .reg..,tion, ru1d ·""ix.· i!:'.i·;_!~-~.t-.:-fde,":·.1.'n 17;£~'' t.o.t·'· t:·? 
__ ]~ .• ""' ~i.-- t ~ '\f.:':.C-· . ,....... • .,.,_...,_~,......_"'-',,,..,._,,..,,~,>"'"'-'-"~-,,....~ 
<.;A-.',,1'f;,J Poll1u1-d. ·The·ltUdors of·tbe.:'lArb.:a'•Arozoth"'-~ we11e.likethe Sanaedl'l:bt 
~.:>- l f ~- 'i.'~f :,.).;.-·' '\ 

Jin the Hall of ·Oolull_n.s. They ·had ·tho :r.ight.·to cull 11u11 .Jew ;in Poland ·up 

·· to r j Jl d gm e n ti ; · t hey . m .a. <i e .· r u l e. a ·Jan d X1 e g u l; .$ t dins; 1 and · •et e d out p 1u1 i· sh-. e • t 
f"]., 

d:111. Q1ue of' offlenl!IC!, The leaders of 'the Oouno:i.l 1eleoted ~!!.!,!'. judgei~i• ;· 

order·to1lig~ten their~work, ·tbese.wene~Qalled~"Jbd~-~ of~the Pr~Yinoeew 

Tbese•eettled~•ll dis.utes o~er money but the diffioult"aasee, s'oaJ&l!I 

p r o p e r t 1 r ~ fi( h :t.q11 , .·; et o - h a d t o o o lll e b. e f' o l'I e , t h e · O o u n a i l :, i t a el tt , N o o as ti 
i 

·) :r o ug b t "lnr -, a J cHf w a~ ,, e 'f1 er t a lee n b: e fore a p .-1 nae, · the k :l: n_ g / Sf r :, •t;- vti_A .. ·' .. ·.' .. <'.t. .;l0;~,.:.·-{.,,_. ___ .. _.·'·.· .. ·. i .• 
jllA\,•}'t't-ll /\F jiA. t\''v'\, ,1•, t- - - r " , , 

Chl'iflt:iln. j\ldg@ .. Any.Jciw doing-this-would·hne·•een.treatt:l'd witb·oonte•pt·· "! 
,lJ.ea.&UIUl :be bad .1&Bked .1 8tV1angers 'to be the jµdges. ® w~ •. -,"~~ •. ,,,,. 

Also .as a resu):t of the fi~vorabJ:e ·circumstanoes 1in which •the ·Jews 

founffe ·themselves ;in. Po-;hand ,and ,under ·the dnspination of'the '0ounoil of'the 
i 

~Four Lands·the'study of•the ·Talmud ·reached~to·heights:•hitherto-unpreoedented· 

Rau~u, '!and Lithuan:La . .-----
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Talmudic 'schools were opened 1 in :all 'sections of-· the 'Country <and ·the hi~hest 

distinction one ·could •a1:-ta.in ·was 'to 'become :a well -read and q_uiok ... witted 

·Talmudist.-· Again the- ~ame 'Rabbi Hanover gives us 'a graphio1' ·acoollnt of- the 

•entire·school:and·Talmudic system then,tn·vogue in Poland.- Hts description 

will be quo·ted at length:. J!f<l': 1Az fT 

N~where"was there ·so.~uoh knowledge of th~'Torah1aaoag ·the soatier-
,~~ ......... ,,__.,_., 

·ed tribes ot I!il'lit.el, than in Pol1u11'1. The;t;o .·we11e aohool:a :in :eaoh Ool'!g:re-
~,·- ...... ,......,..,..,.~~'"""'''. ~ 

{l • !il on -- • -The . 1 e ad er re o t1i1:' e d 2 a . liu• g e · a al a r 1 .' in order · 1; o per• :1 t h 111 to 

gl'e hla:wbole ti•e to•tbe Study of the La•. Thi• leader or p'esi4eltt 

:n~•er left hi$'ho~$elall"tbraugb'the y~a~, ·uxoept·to Qo froa•sobool .to 

·s~pported ypung.~tudents or Baohu»l~·and :allowed ·the~•a w~eklyJSu• to 

p u 11 sue : the i r .· 8 t u iU e Ill • - To ' e a o h ,o B 11o o.h u r, · W a e • $ s s i g rt t> d , at l e a IJ t -· t ll: o -- 1_ ad B 

who l' e o e i ..- e d le s sons Q em~ .v a, · !h1-::1< ld., .. and To ,., • f o th - • The 11,1 d e · "~re " support... i 
ed from oharity fund~. If the oonsl'egation nu~berel tifty·Jewi•h 

t: ui U e $ 1 the Ve · Vf~n• e - no less t !Hi · t hif~":.tl~?:-~ art~~l4~t-lrnd ~ oy ,,;. 'A ·Sao hur n d 

two 'boys liYllld ·in a faitily or ·at llf.laat-toolf; t,h-;e-4r m1:1als thet!ti .. Al-thoui.th 
}\, t,:S, 

·the B•ohur·wao•supported:by the oong~eg~tlon the master of the 'house~~ 

;a.ave hi11. his food; the -more lillle~al houiuholdere fed ·the twrJ 'bo71.1,aleo, 

wakl~g~an!adlition of three persons to the family tbrou~bout the rear. 

Ther~·wae hardly 1s bome.in the Polish prdvl~oea whe•e·the:Torah·was not 

-studied, 1ed:tht;ir.by tbt.1 master of thtl 'hou11e, ·his •son or hi~ 'IJ(i)n.,.in ... l•w, 

or~a·student:wbo .resided.with th•~- Thua they ful~illed'the th~eo 
. . '. - -_ t.1-l!~~ 

'things nentionedfby Rahba •in T~aotate Sbabbotb ~Be who honere nen of 
"'"'~=·"-,,'•'-f(.<;;,ff 

learning·, rai~ea l~arned aono;he who holds •in high·eateem nen of lear~

hia has learned - eons ... in ... J:ai.; .:and he ·wo does homa-ge to 111en of lt11u•nina·, 
~ !'! . a 1 ti -• r n e d • an h 1 m a a l f 11 • F4JL,,,'jo~,_,.;~f! 1 

~The follo~in~ ~as the method of~instruotiaft: During the·aum•er 

the Baohurim•and the Joung students·•ere o'lig~d to study from·the 

·aonth of Iyyar to tbe fifte~nth of A•; in winte~, froM Heehy,an u~ti 

the :eif!'teenthe ot' Shev.at. During tnese ·terms ·they we~e ·11upposes to 

b,e under the- di.root fittaidanoe of the roah-y1.HJb:i:b:ah o:r lt>aden, .·ll>ut 

outside of ·these ·tor-mi ·they oouli gq- for.d.nsllruotion11 wllereeYQ()I' tht1y 

lill:e;4. From. Iyy'if.r unti{; Shabuoth •and t"ro111 Hesh\1'111n·until Hanuk:t.h .they 

:all studioua1y ·worked :at -thi;i Gemarra with !l&.shi :and Tosaf'oth. 

The 1Hl b o 1 a rs -- and lad Iii of ' th 1} o om.mun :i: •t y ., a. s we l, l ; as , all , int eve 11 t e d 

-in the 'Elt1Jdy of the Jliaw.asseabled daily :at the Yesb:i:~ah, ·wh.,,,re all the 

studente s·tood,$bout.the pres:i,dlllnt·who .,.:i,onf'J-·sat. They disputed with uno 

anoth1u• ·\ofore hti entered, ·but reoite.d to hi-11'. after he had arrived !and 

" i) 



After this the "Chiluk" 1'egan; th&t ,is, the president pq:i.nted. out a 

oont~adiotion .in the aema1a or the oommentarioa, aany explanations 

;and counter •explantlons were offered, finally the president gave bis ·ex

planations ;and made 'the matter .olear for the student$. Frbm the ald.dle 

ot•the two sobolaatic terms until their concluaian the Cbi11ukim were 

not practised:ao regu1arly 1 the Peaakim.and other wvitlng• taking their 

place.·. SeYera.1 ·weell:s be.fore the eloae of ·the term the pr~qid.ent ·would 

honor·.'tbe iuabere of ·his ye~ibah, ·by ·hi.viting the111 to oonduct ·the 

eoientific diaput$tiona on his behalf, thougb he himself would P•rtio• 

patedn·tho disouasion:·in order to.exeroise·tho m~ntal :l!'acultios of his 

students. 

Eaoh pves:l.dent ·had.•an •:1.naptiotor who daily visited the 1elem4'ntar1 

· 1H> ho o l s , o r h tl d e r 8 ,· an d s aw t o . i t t h at . a 11 . t h e p up i l s. e 11 \l d i e d . an d d i cl no t 

run a\lout the attleets Every Thurs.day the. bo72 had to ·ap,l>e&.D 'l>e:f<ire tho 

superintendent of the 'almud Tora-·and be examined•ae to·what they had 

lear~ed •• Tboae faillrig to gite satiafaotion or .even those who aade one 

mietake weve punished with gte4t swithohea•and further shamed:before 

the olai.u On Friday the pupils appeared ·before ·the Rosh -yoshH~ah hhi;io 

·self .and were :again ·exam:lned ·In this wa1 the ·boys W•.He disoiplined ··and 

11ade to study. 

The PDesident was omnipotent~and noone dared oppose hi-. He carried 

;a ~taff and.:a strap to ohaati~e.evil doers. But be wss.beloTed•ineplte 

• 0 t this ••• ~. ~ •• ~ ~ @ 

Another oontemorary ® bowever takes an opposite. view from Rabbi 

·Hanover·and·in the·following scathing·terms·crttioizes ·the entire system: 

The whole instruotion at the y~shibah reduces ·itself to •ental 

~_,1•equi~ibl'1ietios 0 and empty argµ111entations oalled hillul1t. It ;is 

dreadful to contemplate that· some venerable rabbi, presiding oTer ;a 

yeshibah, •in b:l.s desire to disoo•er and oom•unloate to otber~)eo11e 

·new interpretation, ebould·~tfer a perverted:explnatlon of·the Talaud, 
.. ··vi· 

thou,llh he hi11self 'and .-eYery one elae ·be fully q1.~.a?;'e that tho true mea-. ... 

iin~ is different. Oan it be 
rt 

God 1 a will that we sharpen our mlnds·by 

tlallaoiel! ·and aophlst·vtes, spending o~r 'b:l.me .. in Tain ;anil teaohing the 
~ ....... 'f-1> . ,.....,.., 

listen:IJ!.! 1)0 do likewise·? And 'all thia for the mere ambition,..~ 

1 fl~ ti.Jn )P Pt> 1oo-1o+ 
2 Solomon of Y.ieniohit21a (d 1'519) :1.n the:}!'} ''ilV}"::J ,, ed Lemberg; 1865, pp la!b.~ 

nl:~. Quoted from. Dubno'lf,t,PP 119--120. 
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ot passing for~a g~~at•soholarLii~~.I~111rself h~ye aore than onoe~a~gued 

'with the Tal•udio•oelebrities of our ti•e, showing the•need foriaboliah

,ing the aothod of pilpul ;and hilluk~ 'Without :oeing ,.a~le to, oon•ihoe 

thein, Thie 'attitude oiin only. be .'expl ained:"y the 1t1agerness of ·these 

)sohol•rs for honors~and·roeh~yeshlbah post~. These•empty qui-bles have 

Aa p•rtiou];arly pePniOioue:effeot on our:baohurs, for the·reason th•t 

·the·baohur•who does not ·shine in~a disoussi&n~is looked down upon:as 

:inoa£H•°blc, ,and is praotioa1ly forced to lay iuide ·his ·studies. thou\\!:!\ 

he might pl'oYe to .\i.e one of 'the ·best, :if Bible, Miebnah, 'JJalmud, ;and. the 

Codes·~ere~stud~ed~in.reg~lar fashiort I myself have known oapJ~le Joung 
~en·who, not·haTing dietlng~iahed•themaelYes•in pilpul, forfeited the 

rrspeet of their fellow~stutent~, ~$nd stopped studylnc~altog~ther~after 

111arr.iag~. 

with Graetz-in his estimate of·the results following·the·olose 1and ·exclusive 

'application:to ·the study of·1the·'llalmud as :it was pursueddn'·Poland d.ut'ing th 

·'·this per.iod. ·It 'is really unfortunate 'that ·:its study was followed to the 

exclusion practically of :all other~tntellectual pursuits, nor was1it even 

treated·with the same philosiphical outlook with which·the·Spanish maste~d 

devoted ··themselves to the. same task.· "All frui:tfulness of ·the ,Jewish mind 

was spent ·in creating .a labyvinth of commenta·bi.es .and :an ·endless number of· 

super.-cornmentaries, wh11e 1ingeni.ii ty displayed itselLin finding "Var..:ious 

ways out of the self-. created rnaze:' While ; it is true that a great ~~~~Qct;:l@:'\Of.f" 

mind•.,-·a keenes:-.:that did not .•always manifest :'itself. in. laudable or .·even 

· honot!able fiash.ion•·~·wa,s developed 'by ·this. sort of study, yet iit produced no 

opiginality of great·value. The very opposit~~as the oase--~the one~sided 

devotion:to the ~almud neoessavily resultediin.a sort of mental ·stagnation. 

•It ,is, :indeed, .a great pity ·that so much gentf us 0as was evidenced dur.ing 

·this "golden period of ·the·Talmud" should not have•been conducive to produce 

g~eat oviginal·ideas·in Jewish thought. And in_addition ta the Talmud the 
[ '\/;;;v{_,.{.,·~\_~t.-~\ 

Caba.la ·had;become entrenched under ·the protection of··Babbini.srn and 11.ke the "',_.,..,, . .......,,_ 

study of the Talmud, it too, did not 'have a great benef!i.cial g,P.J¢ik~nt~g 
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. :influence on Jewish Life and thought. ·There were ofcourse several 

'b~illiant· lumtnaries who proved an exception·to·the rule and whose·contrib

uti.ons to ,Jewish thought ~and developement ·are of ·lasting v_alue. · Among ·these 

may be mentioned·Judah ·Low·ben. Bezalel, a devoted ·student of philosophy·and 

soienee; ·David Ganz, author of "Zemach David''; and Lipman Heller.· 

'rhu·s d·td· J®'wish life ·in PolandJmarked by compactness of· number 

and widespread ·autonomous organiz.at ion, continue ·unt il:the: middl~ of "hhe 

17th.· Century.· Here the Jews< found aompavitive peace, opportunity to obtain 
// 

.a l;i~ihood, .and unmolested freedom to pursue. thei.r studies. ·But the Jews ·in 
C: 

Poland were ·to be rudely shdked, ·for d.n 11)48 ·there was to '.break out :a fu.r.y 

of ·hatred against 'them which was·to make·them"speedilyreal:lze·that ,they 

would !:lave ·to tread the same sorrowful path, strewn with 'the.··bodies of 
' ..(.NV 

martyrs, that had·beentra.versed·by their Western European:brethernl\the 

Middle 'Ages: The story of this great perseo~~ion, k~own•as the Ohmielnio~i1 

Pogroms ·and Massacres, :is the primary :study of this paper :and._.will,be dtscuss-

~in detail~i.nthe following pages. 

' 
•' 

i' 

' 



The Bise of ;the Cossacks.· 
-·----------------------

·OR~GtN~AND'atSTORY 

--~~~-------------
·Upon ·the :banks of- the lower Dnieper :and the north shore of-' the 

Black Sea there:arose1a number of collonies or·settlements formed partly:by 

runaway 'S1av!:3s :and. convicts ·1in quest of- freedom~ ~and partly -by.:adventurers 

· from:jfM.rty>6otfntrtes :and cl: asses ··±n qiJ,est of· fortune. ·These 0were the :ancestors 

of:- the Cossack. nace. -·The particular ·terui tory ·0 in which they set.tled was 

subject ·to perpetual !'incursion ·:by the Tartar hordes .which made ·the Uknaina,@ 

·as -the:borderi1and :was called, unsafe to dwell -in.~ But gradually :as the lot of 

the serf.:both ·in ·Poland and Mdlscovy grew more .and more ·intolerable, ·the 

peasants ... -..;,at least "tile more :adventurous of ·them ..... •thnew off ·the 'burdensome 

Obldged, for fear of-·the ·Tartars, ·to go ;·about constantly with :,arms 'in their 

hands, ·they· gradually grew ·stromg ·enough to raid ·their va.iders, ·selling the 

rich.<:booty ·thus. acquired ·to the merchants of Moscovy 1 and Poland. - Mo rover, 

·the Turks ;and ·the Tar·tars :being natural :enemies of ·Christend.0m, .a war of· 

:exterminationJagainst·them was~a sacred duty, so that the Cossacks·had·the 

rare ·sattslaotion of obeying their:consotence.and satisfying their natunal 

:inclinations~at·the'same time. Curiously·enough;these.:settlers!in the 

· Ukua.ina. ·borrowed the name, ·which has stuck ·to ·them :ever ·since, from their 

Jadversaries. The rank :and·. file of the ·Tartar· -soldiery were known .as Kazaki © 

l Ul(:vaina.:is·the Rllthen:i.en.word··f'or bound.ry or:borde~. R, Nisbet Baht, wThe 

First Ro•an~w p 81. 

·' 2 Polish .noli>lf:Hf. 

· 3 The word "Oo~e&ok~;in R~aaian lazak•(with tho.aoo~nt on the las•.srllabl•) 

.is deri•ed from the Tartariq .. "Oossaokdom" sars KostMaroff.in.bio Rue~f~n 

etsndard·book on the Oossaok uptt~Bing (B.Ch<t p 5) 11 ie undou-tedly of'Jf.ar..,. 

tario orl~in1and so ls the very name Kazak, whioh:in the TartarL~ ~oa~f-

l 
I 
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or Oossacks·and this term came-to ·be~applied to~all freepdwellers in the 

Ukraina.@·As time went o'Y\ the Cossacks· rapidly 'i. noreased. and ·before long 

they formed a ·strong .and .active community. 'Their daring grew with their 

numbers, ·so· much· so that eventually ·they came ·to. :be. a constant :annoyance 

·to :all their ·neighbors, .··both ·Christian ;f:l,nd ·Mussulman, ·frequently ·involving 

:both Poland and Moscovy~in dangerous~and unneoessar~_warsiwtth,the:Ottom~n 

Empire.·· 

·The more :ard·ent.:adventurers.:among.•the,:Cossac~s:.VJere. united !into :a 

·rather·s~rict puimitive:mtlitary organization:and:established·their camp or 

syech.@ on ,_an ·island ;in t.he Dnieper., to ·the.' south of'' the Porozi,. or oat a-

··raots :and· from.·this · oircumstanoe,·,aoquired,'the name pf,~Zaporoz.tans or 

·"dwellers ';beyond the. cataracts".® :Independent ;and,.·idlle_;these Cossack 

trj,bes knew ~but one , industry• .. ..;.viz·. · brigandage. 'War wa.s ·tbetr wor~, pleasure,, 

·and ,:·peore.ation, · .. and ·with every ·success 'their courage ·and ·independent ·spirit 

·increased. WhilEi the. Cossacks, ... as ·has :been •explained ·were often ·,a menace 
&i.-'/, 

·to the Pol::tsh govrtnment, whose ·vassals.'the.y ·were, yet ·tbe kings, thinldng 
~ 

to make use of ·these.· hardened 1and reoklE=JSSA for the defense of.·th~t r easte!'n 

~frontiers, granted·to them~a·semi~autonomous constitution under a freely 

·elected hetman .@or •chieftain. 'Theset:~1atter .were known .·as ''registered r .'T"'.c;.; 

Cossacks" 1 and ·wer>e · ft•ee of.>tr.i:bute :to k.ing .·and nob his and the.tr only duty 

·was:to live on:tbe Russian .. border·near Tartary·and to defend the.Polish 

realm :·agC:finst 0the · ri!artars. ·The ldngs would often endeavor ·to rest riot the 

~-~-~~~--~-----------~-~-~---~----------------·---------~~--~---·-----~---~· 

•Yag~~nt, fv~e.wa•pio~, •ideJ.1 •. P~ter Kropotkin (lnoyolop~4i• B~itt•nioa 
\ 

lltb .. :edition,VII,•218)21hd.li1H•ly dt>r:l.ves the word ft•o111 Tuirlci Kuuiak, .. ache 

:ad•tinturor,. fvee 'bo·ot~r" .•Dµ\lnow Vol,.I,p.82. 

1 "Th .· JH r • t · Ro an a " p•, 8~ · /f'i{;r··
1

• j,~~,;,·:ft· i.~~-... ,,.,,.,.._ 
2 Lite~~llr "outting;,1.~.t~f> 9utting of.a fo~est. Origin~llJ tho.Ceee•~kB v 

<
~ ::::•::. •::::~:·::::• .. ::p:::::i•t• ~ snd phnoor•. o.> ... , Vol. t, p. l<l>)h~\i 3, 

c\'\ 1;f .. '?) '"}·\ ~ 1~ -~ • :~; "·J' 
. 1¥\ll.Y "' Ii"' ~· cl"'"''i./- t 
·-~- ' ' ,., ,, ( ~ {) 
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·the ·number of~register.ed Cossacks"·but ~benever such .action-followed 

there was •always •an outburst of great·resentment·on··the part of:·the-latter 

.and only :after thvee :bloody rebellions in ·the y$ars 1592--159~ did they 

submit to the Poli.sh dictation, .and their· registered number was reduced ·to 

the or.iginal six thousanaJ!) Matters .were frequently made .worse by the Sejm,@ 

.which .while fo:r.b:Ldding theCossacks·to live upon their nighbors, nevertheless 

:withheld from them ·their covenanted·allowanoe, :Furthermore·the ·Cossacks were 

for ·the most part members of the IJreek Orthodox Church :and consequently 

there .was constant ·hatred:between them.and·the Jesuits.and·as th~ power of• 

the Jesuits:inoreased and with their determination to foroe the Cossacks 

'!into ·the Roma,n Catholic Church, .. there ·were manifest ·signs of troqble between 

the Cossaqks!and the Poles. 

:But the'gr.eatest oause of 1irritatton was not on·the part of the 

reg.istered·Cossacks, mostly Zaporozhians/but r.ather on·the part of·the 

"peasant Cossacks" living ·in the Uknaina. The·colonies·in .which they lived 

eventually came under·the control of·several noble Polish families, chiefly 

·the Polish nobles Wisniawieckt, Potocki,.and Konieopolski. The peasants were 

·treated by the nobles:as rythe dirt·beneath their feetf·the lords were the 

.·absolute rulers and· the peasants ·their dependent ·slaves. ·All historians are 

·in one accord ·in their desorip·tion of the unendurable burdens that were 

placed upon·the enslaved South ·Russian muzhik.· "-They were used'.by princes 

:and noblEis ·for ·all servile occupations; ·their U.ves were embittered by all 

sorts of ·compulsoey ·labor in clay and tile works,. ;in f.ield and household 

labors; ·and '.in addttion they were ·burdened with excessive taxes.® -,A French 

1 "The First Ro~ana" p 85 

2 The Poli•b Diet. 

3 j1 ~I rlP Jf' P ~~·· 
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histbnian@ describes ·their burdens'in the following language; ·"The 

peasants were compelled to work in the service of·their lords·and·even°to 

furnish their own horses with which to do the work. Thgy were further 
r·j. 

foroed·to pa.y exhorbitant ·tributes of grain and poult~p; turkeys, geese, 
.€;)•\/ 

chicl?s, and ·hens. ·Besides ·they ·were made to give a tithe of their pigs 

·a.nd sheep, honey and ·fruit, and every ·three years ·their· third ox· (i. a. one

third of ·their herd).· The ·lords ·ha.d 11~,bsolute power over ·their 1ives; and ·in 

gener~l the poai ti on of these '·(Cossack' Reas~nta) w.as worse ·than that of ,:· ,; ! 

gally .. slaves." 

THE OOSSACK CONTACT W!TB THE JEWS • 

. •iut our•interests are primarily concentrated on·the part the·Jews 

p1ayed in°this history of ·the Cossaoks:.·When·the Polish nobles settled~in 

·the Ukraina, ·they ·hired ,Jews as their trusted i;i.gents and managers, lEJa.sing 

to them ·their ·estates-, mills, inns, rivers, lakes and ·all other sources of· 
1i-v 

revenue. Under. this stimul~s·the Jewish communitied napidly·increased•in 

the Uk:raina. and Little Russia, ·and ·to them was ·entrusted the priveLige of 

·oolleoting.and "even·inventing" taxes~ ·Not only were ordinary·taxes collectet 

by them, but even·the collection of· revenues ·from·the·Greek Orthodox·Ghuroh 

was put 1into ·their hands. At every Christening or funeral the, peasants had 

to pay a fee to the Jewish tax~farmer and as a safe~uard·against ·evasion 

the Jewish collectors kept the keys of the churches·so that on each we~ding 

or·baptism the clergyman was ob1tged to ap,ly·to tbem for admittance into 

·his own church.· But even mor~·humiliating for the pe~sant~Cossacks, when·the 

lords leased·an·estate to a Jew, he (the ,Jew) had absolute power·and could 

lBtiaupJ;an,, · !!Deao~iption d'Ukr,a:l.n.a'' p. 7. 

I ; 

I 
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'·even .·administer justice ,among ,them.© 

·The Po1ish lords lived ·extravagantly·and·as·aresu1t were frquently 

'infinanoialdifficulties. '·The Jewish ··tax-farmers were ·thus. forced ·to mak:e 
, < 

·exactions fromthe peasants~in order,to satisfy ·the lust.and the extravance 

·of the ·nobility. Nor must ·it be•imagined·that ·the·Jews were.\always ·linient 

or even scrupulous dn the exceroise of ·their p.riv.tleges. · "Slaves. to everybody 
_() ,( 

else, ·they 'YH;ire, no doubt, eager ·to play the despot over ·those •whom· fate had 'r·-:lt,,, · .,, 

piaoed under·themselves;" In their desine for profit·they·readily helped th 

·the nobles ·.in plundering the Cossacks. Hence 'the posit.ion of 'the ·Jews ,in 

Ukraina and :I:.i. ttle ··Russia became one of extreme danger, -·because ·the resent

ment ,which their position ,and conduct excited soon,tva,nslated ·itself': int acts 

of vengeamoe. Often. the 'Wise leaders o,f t,be ·"Council· of Four T.:iands" would 

warn the Jews :against the.se pr:_actdces, but with little success. ·And when 

vengeance finally d.id overtake ·the ,Jews of Poland, •it did. not restrict ,it-

self to the go,ilty ·individuals.·" ',AlL~Israel are.' surety one for ·the other' 

·was the Rabbinic motto of. solidarity. 'The Cossacks .0were. now 'tO give a new 

meaning to·the maxim.: Where.single units or individual~ §ffense whole 

oommuni ties were punished.·" ( .., ... ~'.,r~A'"t4·\A..,( 'i.) 
. ' 

IARLY100SSAOK UPRISJNG8. 

Th~ fi~st.Oassaok:up~ieinl of gf~~t impor,anoe·taok pl&oe in 1602 
. )'.\•/'>.. . 

. under. the instigation of the Greek 'Catholic P_9,S .. ~ Naltvaik:a, who taki.ng the 

part of·bis oo~religiontets:said, ~How long ·shall we obey:the Po1es,in 

silence?·". The ·Cossacks un\ie:r his l;eadership thereupon. arose. against the 

Polish :and conquered the entire pravince as far as ·Tohoudnow. ·When word of ·t 

the ·uprising ca.me to the ears of King ·Sigismund, h.e sent his entire army 
. )..Q,.v 

.against the rebels. 'The Poles wel'e ·vt~tori.ous, Na;.Y.~~~,ika was captured ·alive 

.... 

\ 
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and·taken for trial to Warsaw. Following·this,event the·Cossaqks·were still 

further oppressed ·and their regis·tered number .. ..- .. thcise free .. from ·tribute to 

princess ·and nobles---reduced from thirty thousand to. twenty thousand.@ 

Fortunately 'for ·the ,J.ews:, ·however, ·the Cossacks did not ·exhibit any special 

animosity-towards the~Jews in the course of- this upvising~but complained 

chiefly of the'Po1ish nobility. 

I~ the subsequent ·revolt, led by Pavlfuk in 1637, the Jews did not 

fare·so well. The animosity of the Cossacks during this rebellion was 

~especially direoted·aiatnst the Jews. ~Let us destroy ·Israel ·as far·as is 

in our power to do so: was the cry of the Gr-eek Oathol.ios. But·. A~a.in the 

Cossacks were·unsuooessful-but on their retreat to the Dnieper·they 

destroyed many ·synagog~es and murdered 'about two hundred .. Jews 'in the townsof 

:;.:.~;L~!£!:,;!t. Laohowioe, ·and Lubn;te. ·Agai.n Poland restricted ·some 'or th.e Coss~ 
} 

Cossa.Ok v~'gbts ·and reduced ·their -registered nuinber ·to six thousand •and 

placed· Po'.l:ish princes over them 'in order ·to ward off ·a new rebellion .. ® 

IJ:i})e result of ·those reertrietions. was ·t0 embitter mol;'e than ev~r. ·before.· the 

·Cossack_i;F:.'a~atnJ:s:ti·,~the Poles ;,and ·the Jews. If only the- Jews were. propel'ly 

warnea by the rebellions; .·but they were not and ·in the year 11148, - the year 

set ·by 'be mystics as the era of universal triumph for·Israe1, there'broke 

an insu~rection·against them and·the Poles, suoh as even ever persecuted 

Is~ael ·•a~ seldom aalled upon to wittness. 

(1 
' J f 

-.,,t ·c ' ~- . 

(1 11h~\'.) l)' pp.__.§_:::_..t. & 
2f'f1'.:6'o \)'pp. 8 
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. CHAPTER ·THREE 

rJk'JC 'i ~~Jt;.;>c tz '1·~'1 \,,.. chm i el n 1 ck i 

:In the latter years of the reign of Vlad/slaw•IV there dwelt·in·th ~ 
the s~:t..Y ... of ~~,~.~-1:!.n,,tn Ukrai na, .. ·a popular '.Jossack leader .;by.· the name. of 

~Bogdan ·Chmielnick\i. H.ts father Michael, •after ·serv.ing Poland :all bis 1ife, 

was k:illed 'in the battle of Tretsoriain 111rn, ·leaving to his son· Bogdan 
.... .J-;,. \,,f/(··1f·t~~~-,.-~,.,_,."'r4\ 

.the-village of Subotow, with Whioh·the Polish king had rewarded·his·v.:alor 

~and his fidelity.~Bogdan, :after learning ·to read~and :write, .a•rare accomp

lishment :in. those days, ·entered the Cossack N:tnk:s,. was dangerously :wounded .d 

·:in one of ·the •battles :and ·taken prisoner. ·'In his two years of captivity in 

-~: 

St~ ... 1!!~ .. !:!lh~ ·found leisu~.e ·to acquire the· rudiments of· Turkish and 'French. t/(tJ·'h1<":_1b l) 

J.lWhile he ·had received
1
·this eduoat ion from the .Jesuits, yet 'they could. not ~t1\ ~.::,: J 

·convert ·him to the be1te£s of the '·Roman Cathol.io ·Church. ·He ·was a good ltt;livt'l'\,(e. ,j' 

pupil •and could hide his own thoughts while reading those of others. ·His 

faoe ·resembled ·the frozen surface of 'a:-2peol~d1iding ·an ·abyss under •its 

smooth polished surface.~~ 

On returning to the Ukraina Chmielnioki settled down on his p~ 
i(ft· 

terna.l.,esta.te at SubotovFand "in allprobabil!i ty, history wotlld never· have 

known·hisname,1.f the intolerable persecution of the n!Bighboripg·Pol:ish 

nobleman; Daniel CzaplJinski, had not converted ·the ·thrifty .and acql.lisitive 

Cosaack·husbandman·into one of·the:most ·striking ·ad sinister figures of 

modern ·times.® Czapldnski was. a. typical representative of ·that ·exclusive, na 

narrow•minded nobt1ity which was primarily·responsible for·the. ruin of 

·Poland. ~xo .an aristooratic·bigot of 'this type, every low born Cossack" was 

'an abomination, ,and Czaplinski' s official position as sub..,.starosta of t, . 

·Cb.igorin, the nearest fortress ·town, enabled him to persecute Chmi.elnioki 

-·~·----·-~-~--~-~~-·----------------~---~----~------~-------------------·d-
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·with.impunity.· Without genuine prova~ooation, ·exoept ·his own personal 

desires, ·Czaptins\ti avai1ing himself on an ocoasi.on of ·an ·abscence of 

t 
Ghmielniaki, raided ·his '(OhmielnickVs) ~ of. Subotow~·murdered ·his 

f ~\-'<'·•ri'. .t, .1 /·.·· 'i./li/ .. -· ,j·- . 

~ ;--l·"~ll i<"}!4'.' ;, 

·servants,-·stole his grain,· oattle,:and sheep ·amd.·burnt ·themill, -and beat 

:his youngest ·son of ten so cruelly that ·he died the next day. (It is said 

·that ·in.the perpetration of•this outrage Czaplinski was·aided 0by the·Jew 
' 

Zaohf}-riah ·Sa.bi:lenki, the lease,,. holder of ·Ghig1r.in). ·ChmielnickL sought re"" 

dress·in,,the.·looal oourts·but naturally.was unabletcr·:iobta.in i't.·Finding 

himself a ruined man.his .attitude·towards·the.Jews and.Poles may well·be 

imagined. --His personal ·hatred .'against the former·was ·still further ·embitter .. 
'"'"/;1 t i-·J .~~';; c/vO:•·{·:;,_/',!J.~ 

:ed. when ·a ,Jew ·brought report ·to the. Polsih government of a ·seor·et .·treaty 
.--·~--,.~·· 

·that ·bad been· concluded :·between Chmielniold and the Tartars to fight. in com

mon. defense.'a.ga.inst.'the. Poles. 

·Failing·to get redress:at home. Ghmielnioki determined to.seek 

· j ustioe. 1 in ·Warsaw. The Warsaw courts,.· however, ·told ·him ·that due 1to certain 

teobnica1ities they could do notbing·for~him. His final resort ·was ming 
• 

Wladys1aw ·to. whom ·be. aomp)H'tined of ·the. outr.ages lin flicted upon -him :at 
f ' 

I 

Subotow~":H'l1ad;tslaw, who was. himself embittered :a~lainst the. nobiltty:, 

listened with .a wilU.ng e.a.r and at once. ordered ·the· matter t6 ·be, investi

gated by the law officers of· the crown, :but ·inasmuch as Chmielni.okt could 
1 . 

produce no "pl'.'i vilege" to the property, -aot ually given to his fat her for 

military servioea,· the Polish ju~ists concluded that he had no legal olatm. 
' t 

Wlactpslaw revolted.against·thi~ ·instance of:artstocratio·chiaanery, from 

which he. ·himsel.f had suffered so frequently, fastened a sword ·tQ ·the 

Cossack's side :and said to ·htm significantly, ''What can I do? Have you not 

,your swords? ·.And ·are you no longer the Cossacks of old?:" ® 

-~-----------------~---~-----------·--------------·--~--~----------~----··--
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There oan be lit\le doubt that from henoeforth:Ch•ielnioki ~~ant 

to ,be his own master.· For a while, however,. he was reconotied to ·his lot 

'and kept faithful to the Polish republic by the hope of winning fame and ·b 

booty in the impending war with the Turks. But his hjpes for distinctions 

were out short by a sudden decree of: the Polish Diet, whioh1in order to·ve• 

the Kirtl refused to sanction the-Turkish war and forbade the levying of 

troops. Chmielnicki ·who was now do11bly hateful to the panei as being a royal

ist as well as a Coss~ok, was deprived of his fair share o~·booty, accused 
? 

of meditating.rebellion and after an attept upon his life had failed, he { 
r 

was thrown into jail from which he esoaped·by bribing the jailers •• Feel~ 

tng that nit her his li. fe nor his libery was any longer secure among ·the. . ... ,;;., 
:1«:1A·":y "~i '61~:f,~.,, 

;,Pans, Chmielnioki ·in December 11)4?, fled to the regions be,yond the DJl;~eg~r:. .J;:,>f" 
~\) ~ ~~7ril·'tt·ii {.\,t' t'"-t. f\ 

Falls and began to i noite the Ukra 1. ni,an Cossaoks··to ·a.bmed resistance. ·In · {~· tLltJ,g 
i F , ..• 
I 

his address ·td ·the Cossack elders ·he said, "You must ·be _,aware of· the fact} 
' 

::~f '>l( :'.~( ' ' 

th@:t the Polish n,ati.on ·is gaini.ng power daily ·and that tt oppress our co-/ 

religionists.· But it is not the noblemen alone who lord it over us: even ljtJt~,"J:.,?~, 
( 

II(~ ! 
·the· most ~abject nation ·the Jews) ·hold us in subjeo'tion.'11 He was secretely 

elected as the- hetman of the. Cossaoks;and was-empowered to carry on ne~ 

got tat ions with the Zaparozhians. He further conducted negotiations with 

Islam Gerai, the Khan of Crimea, proposing a simultaneous invasion of 

. Poland by the Tartars and the Cossacks~ 'In the meant tme his agents were 

busy ·throughout the Ukraina,. stir.l"ling up the peasantry and ·tnviting 'them 

to assemble among 'the islands of the Dnleper. · By April 18, 1;;;49 his plans 

were complete and at ai assembly of the Zaparozhians on the Lower Dnieper~ 

he openly declared bis intentions of proceeding ,agai.nst ·the Poles _and the 

Jews~ The Khan of Crimea reaohed,an agreement with Chmielnioki whereby 

-------~---·-·---·---~--------·-----------------------------------~----~----
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·the·former was to send'Tugai;·Bey, his Tal'."tar generaJ:, with an army of four 

·thousand men. One of·•the paragraphs of ·the treaty sripulated that all 

prisoners of·war·should·belong'to·the·Tartars, who had the right ·to sell ·them 

as slves ·in the Turkish market.· The property,. howeverr of·the Poles ·and of 

the ,Jews, was to go to the Cossacks;. ·And nov1, all preparations ·complete 

Ghmielnicki and his followere let loass~their wildest passions·and·in the 

revolution committed cruelties and atrocities such as the world has seldom 

wtttnessed. ··In the nex:t chapter ·the ·suf"ferings endured ·by the «Tews during 

·these horrible years of persecution will be related.in detail. 

RES!Uiiif OF THE OUTSTANDING'FACTORS LllJADnrn·up 'TO' THE. CHMil!lLNIOKI REVOLT 

AND"TRE CAUSES OP'THE SPECIAL BATR!JJD OF~THE'JEWS BY THID COBSICKS. 

1. - For years,the people of-·U.k.caina .and !Ji ttle Russia had :been oppressed 

:by the Polish· landlords.· 

· 2. · U.nwilli ng to. attend to the deta.ils of .administration· themselves,- ··the 

nobles made ·the Jews the go•betweens .:in their transactions :w:i.th the-
•. ,:,~,. 

peasants. 

3. _,The nobles· sold .and leased oer·bain privileges to the .Jews for a lump 

sum 1and while enjoying themselves at cour~left it to the Jewish 

leaseholders:and collectors to.become the embodiment of· hatred to 

the oppressed :and long-suffering Cossacks.· 

4.: Ghmielnioki one 0f-·the oppressed ·Cossaoks•·"':an :able man ....... :bearin;i :a 

personal gru,dge :against the Polish pans .and .Jew~seholders 

·stlrred·the much .wronged Cossacks :into rebellion~the·hated Jews.and 

Poles. 
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CHAP'f IBR , FOUH 

The Course of ·the Pogroms .and Mas~aores. 
(j) 

IJ b Y.J 

· '',Jerllsalem .and ·the ·Temple were destroyed ;bllt this was even .. a 

g.r.eate.r ·oalamity" .. -·thus wrote :a contemporary of- the Chmielnicki pogroms 

:and massacres.· ·To give :an account of the-· horrors ·inflicted upon the 

Jews dllring ·the Cossack revolt., kiraow.n 1as n"J) 1nr.l., is no less than heart .. 
•I 

.break:lng~ 

~------~----~--·--------·----------
In Apall 1648 the combined foroee of the Ooosacke1and the. T•~tara 

moved from.beyond the Falls of· the Dniepr to the ·.border of. the Ukraina, 

and prepared for:an open~battle·with the Poles.· Unfortunately;fpr ~eland 

,a,t this. critical period, ·the of·fice of· oornm~nder-·in .. ohief ·(Grand _.,;.Hetman 

of the Crown) was dn the incapable hands of the ''drunken and dissipated" 

Nicholas Potooki-.,.~a man who had the utmost contempt ·for every opinion~:but 

his awn. Though he .was fully warned of the approaching danger ,and ex

pressly oommanded'bY the- King to await reinforcements,- Potocki, relying on 

the fidelity of the registered Cossacks who were with him,- imagined it 

would be.an easy·task to crush the rebellion. He .accordingly sent his son 

Stephan with a portion of his.army .and four thousand registerd Cossacks 

into the steppe. On May 9th. the elder Potocki received word·that ·the 

registered·· Cossaoks1 who:0µnp,aidff'or .>mon~t-hli by the· Posl~sh ·Diet~ - were ready 

enough to Listen to Chmielnic~i'i emi~~arie~,- had murdered their officers 

-----------------~-"--·----------------··-----------------------~---------~-
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and gone over to·the enemy.~But, insptte of this.news, ·Potocki ·tarried 

.and-sent not:a·single trooper·to the:assistanae of his hard.pressed son.

Meanwhile Stephan Potocki had· encountered,,.,the ·Cossack host on the '.banlts of 

the- r.ive.r Zhel:tuya Vodui.@ Deserted by his registered Cossacks,. and over

whelemed by·the countless hordes of·Coseaoksiand Tartars, the younge~ Potocki 

nevertheless offered'.a·beraic ~esistanoe~ ·but finally after fighting hard 
:h..P ' . ., . " 

(,}' i (~ 

·dury May 1'1 .. -19., ·he wa~-r- s-la~trr and- til£E-.arrir,it ~Em:triilated'i" ·When the news of-
.,,..,.- --· 

thts d.isaster reached old Potocki,, he lost his heas completely .·and instead 

ori ·fallin;back on the fortress of Ko.rsun, ·as advised.by Kalinowski, his 

aecond•incommand, he .fled towa.rd-Bohuslaw,and r,an·straight'-into an.ambueh 

prepared for him-by Chm1.elnio.~i.in the marshy va1ig1y_ofKruta:Balka,@ncar 

Korsun .. and 8500- of-·hia 10000- men were maBsaored or. taken pri.soners; he 

·himself, K_alinowski, and a few other ·superior offtcers,:beib.f( sent ·in cha.ins 

to Crimea to be held at ransom.@ And to complete the misfortune- of-· Poland, 

she lost ·the one man for .whom Ghmielnioki had .. any regard. whatsoever, ·for on 

·the vry.day of-tbe.def"eat of-the Po1ish,.army news came of.the death of-K.ing 
' \, 

Wladfr~1aw·IV.and !Oland found itself 6verwhelmed '.at.tha same tim~.not only 

:by an internal revolut~on:but also:by the miseries of an interregnum during 
' '-·,.~, 

·which. tbe usual dissension ooourred.· 

. OONS.I!hQUl!lNCJ!lS OF. 'l'Hlll .·-CO SS.ACK VICTOR! ES. -

Waters"- ·and Kor sun. spe~l t. ruin for the entire country. ·ThB Pol.ish nob1emen 
J 

~and the Jews were prostrated by the turn of- events, for·tbe flame ot 

rebellion seized·the whole of Ukraina, Volhynia, and Podolia. Bands com .. 

posed of Co,ssa.oks, called Haidamaks, organized under the ·inspiration of-

~~ --------------~-·---------~--------------·4--------·----·-------~----·-·--~ )1,«( I· ,.~ . ~ , ,. . .i' 
\! '·'"'r' :i. Yellow Waters 
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Chmielnloki, disp~rsed tn·all directions and began to brutally exterminate 

tbe Poles·and Jews.- Throughout the stricken di~triot ·the gentry were 

hunted down, flayed, burnt, 'blinded, and sawn asunder •.. · Every manor house 

and:every castle was reduced-to ·ashes.· Every Catholic priest ·who could.be ca. 

caught was hung up before his own high ·alter, .along with a Jew and a hog.· 

Everyone who shaved his head after tbe·Po1ish fashion or w0re a Polish 

costume was instantly cut down ·by the Haidamaks.@ 

But specifi.oally to empbize the sufferings endured ·by the- .Jews: 

panic stricken and leaving ·behind them all their possessions they fled for t 

. their lives to the nearest strongholds~··From th~ various towns in the 

district of Ostrog ... -o.Bialaper~tew;-'Ba.'.!'loviidz~1~·- Gudhowf.,, Lubartowj:\etc filed 

to ·the fortified cities of Zaslaw, - Ostrog, Polonne, ·,and Konstantinow. From 
~ 

·the district of Lwow:theyc-:flted to Tulczyn .and Ni'®irow. Tose .in the 

nighborhood of Bar .. ~ .. Winni:ca, Starygrod, ·and Krasna• .. -;all fled to Bar.- Those 

who ·could not or would not flee had their· doom sea.led for them. (!) 

In the towns of Perej aslaw,® Pyriiatyn@ PoryspoiCJf> f;Jubnie, .and 

·La.chowice fll.,. .. towns.·beyond the Dniepr where ·the ·Jews were unable to flee,. 

thousands of them were killed with the most dreadful tortures, while their 

property was destroyed and pillaged~ •. The.barb~rity•inflioted upon the jews 

in this district.fails description. Some·had'their hands and feet out off 

----~~------·---·--·--·-------------·----·-----------··------·-··--·--~~----
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after which they were thrown into the streets .and run over,by horses;and 

wa~ons; others were wounded 'in different fashion, but not quit~ .. ~.illed, 

then aast .into the streets ·to die. Children .were buto.hered ·in their 

motherts arms; ?regnant women were ripped op.en and often live cats were 

sowed up. inside of ·them, while their hands and feet were cut off· so. that ~.J 

they could not remove. the .. animal. Children .were burned. or roasted and their 

mothers compelled to eat of their. flesh; sometimes .bridges ·were. bu.ilt of· 

Jewish ohtldren:and ~eople made to walk over them. In fact·there was hardly 

a torture. that was not inflicted upon the poor stricken Jewish inhabitants. 

The Tartars oarried:away many as priaoners; women .and maidens were rava~ed 

in the presence of·the.i~ Eamilies; hundreds were compelled to abjure·the.ir 

faith, and in general only·those were permitted to surv:ive who embraoed·the 

'Greek Orthodox religion'i). 

When the Jews' of· Pohrebysoz; Jwotow, Buzowka, Tetiow,%.nct many 

of· the other communities of- that di:stri.ct heanl wh_at had '_happened to their 

fellow ... ~Tews, they decided not to await an attack, but to surrender to the 

Tartars in~rde·r ·to escape from the hands of the Cossacks. - They knew that 

the. Tartars refrained, as a rule, from killing them but instead transported 

them into Turkel Whe•eytbey were sold .as slaves,: and had a chance of being 

ransomed by the.ir T'ilrk:ish brethern. ·They were thus taken to Crimea and 

subse1uently ransomed~by the Jews of Constantinople and other Turkish cities 

espect.ally Solonika. - In this noble work they .were aided financially by 

Venice and Rome and other Italian cities.® 

NI IDMIROW 

It was stated above that many of ·the Jews fled from the v.illages 

---·---------·----·------·--·-------·---------~----------·--------·-------·-
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. and townlets .. and sought protection in the fortified cities.- The fate of

these ,Jews as will be shown .immedia:bely was pa.n~ioul?1.rly tragic. -

·When Ghmielniok.i heard·tbat many Jews had taken refuge in 

Niemiro.w Ci) he dispatched thither ;a detachment of ·Cossacks under the 
~t:v;:~\t~ 

command of ·the Zaparozblan Gandza,-·a ·fierce Jew hater. - When -the '.Jews 

.who were ·in possession of 'the fortress ·saw ·the .army approaching the,y 

could not make- out whether it was friend or foe for the Cossacks had an 

understanding with the-Greek Christians in the town and put on ~olish 

uni f~ in order to be. taken for Poles. The. Jews shut ·themselves up in 7~, .S fl 
<:~--- . f! 

the f'or•t,but the Cossacks eventually gained ent!'ance through ·the gates 

by menas of tili.okery--...-that ·is, by waving the. Polish banner and leading 

the ,Jews to ;believe that the,y ·were Poles. 'Phis took place on the 20th.·· of 

Siwan. Th& Cossacks •in conjunction with the local Greek Orthodox Catholics 

fell upon the Jews and a massao~re of great horror·followed. Many women 

went to the. nearby pond and drowned·themselves; many men endeavored to 

escape·by swimming but they were no match for the Cossacks who swam ·after th 
1 

them and killed thefu. ''" ,9 ·I/> 

The Rabbi and 
J £'';: Q.. 

Rosh-Yeshibah of Niemirow, Yi~ehiel Feldman@ on the 

Sabbath preoed.i.ng the inva,sion preached ·a sermon in which ·he exhorted his 

people to "uphold the ·~a&me. of God" at ·any and all cost. When he· saw that 

·2 b. (oonth1ue~ fro11 palte ',23) (1~1~v.i /'' p. {t,~17 
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he could not possibly escape death he, ·in conj unction with his mother,.· fled 

to the ·oemet.ary,. hop-ing that should death overtake. them they would at least 

be.«burri.ed. One of the. ·Cossacks pursued them, kill.th~, first the son and 

then the mother, despite the. ple~s of the mother that she ·be k'.illed first. 

Often they would spare the young Jewish women, the Cossacks 

foroing·tb~m:into:baptism:and then taking them.as wives. In one.instance whe 

when .a.beautiful .and rtoh Jewish girl was .being forced to marry a Cossack, 

she convinced him that she :was :ablEJ to throw a spell on bullets.· She .asked 

him·to shoot her so .as to be.able to prove her contention. The Cossack .was 

convinced,. discharged his gun, ·.and otiOourse mortally wounded· her.· Another 

Jew.tsh girl who was to marry a Cossa.ck ·begged to have the ceremony perform-

·ed ·in the church on the. other side of the:bridge.:When the bridal train 

reached·the,brtdge the bride jumped into the stream below. 

.about ~(j)OO Jews perished in ·the city of Niernirow. 

Altogether 

Those.Jews who were able to.escape.from the horrors of~Niemirow 

. fled to the fortified town of Tulczyn. Here a terrible. tragedy ensued on 

l 

fl 
[/ 
I 
I 

; ~ 

Tamuz 4th! The Poles and the ,Jews !bade a covenant ant took an oath to hold :'.i 

together and not to be.;L~ray one another and to defend the ci th to the last , 
I~ (~ J):''l,'r'h1. f,i!;"~?'! [i 

breath.· After a long and unsuccessful siege the Cossacks conceived a ~r,&\e;, ti.lr;,"~lt, 1:. 
I I 

tr•eaoherous plan. The.v let'·the Poles know that they were merely after the ')(-,:·,,,.,..,,i.~,C . 
}~~J4··t·~-, -.{}.· ;;;:-: t: - ~ 

, Jews. The, Polish Pans, headed by Count Ohetwertinski, ~orgot their oath an¥.f, tv'i'' 
decided ·to sacrifice their Jewish allies in order to secure·their own 

v~~·:I 
safety. wK~n the Jews discovered this treachery they decided to immediately 

t.·a. 1'),f.l~b fl'PP• 23-:.,?
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. Q,i;spose of ·the Poles whom they outnumered. But ·the· Rosh-Yeshtbah, ··Rabbi 

<A~ron,. ·impl.ored them not to touch the Pans on the ground that such ·action 

might draw.upon the Jews all over.the world the hatred of the Polish 

population. "Let us rather perish: he exclaimed, as did ourbrethern :in Niem 

Niemirow, ·and let us not ·endanger ·the lives of our :brethern :in .all their 

places of dispersion~" ·After the .Jews were handed over into the power of

·the Russians, ·they were penned up ,in a garde.n ·and ordered to ·a.bj ure ·their 

faith. Upon the refusal of the Jews·they were cruelly tortqred•and slain~ 

Let it .be said to the everlasting glory of the Niemi row Jews that not .a 

·single one of· thembeoame a traitor:to the faith of his fathers. Only ten 

rabb~s were ·spared.·by the Cossacks •in order ·to ·extort. large ransoms ·from 

. the. ·ifowtsh communities. 

The perfidious Poles, however, did not.esaape ·the. faith which 

was -,Justly ·theirs.G:l: Another. detachment of Cossacks. whlch entered Tulczyn 

:later-slew-iall.the Catholics, "among them Count Chetwertinski •. When-the. Poles 

When·the Poles~implored ·the Cossacks·to keep their promisr, the latter 

. replied, - "As you broke ,your word to the' .Jews so we brake ours ·to you~" 

The trEJ.;;;>.chery at· Tulczyn at. least ·had the benefetJioiaL effect 
~: 

of oohvihoing the. Poles that·their fate was bound up with that of:the 

Jews. Hereafter when·the Russians declared that ·they warred only~against 

the Jews they,were. no longer believed. Duke Wisniowiecki who .at this time 

was in Lithuania swore to·be revenged for the massacre of the Jews at 

Niernirow and sent a'f0&etaohment of ·three ·hundred menaagainst the. atty. In 

fact durlng the. entire struggl;.e he was the only heroic ·figure·among the 

Poles. He was ·a man of great ·valor and no mean militarp ability~ Beside he 
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was the only one ·who "took the fug.ttive ,Jews under his small but brave force 

whith which he every where pursued the Cossack bands: Due to his limited p 

power, however, he could ·accompli:sh little or nothing of lasting value. ·A 

further source of discouragement for him was the fact that through· "petty 'ff./&t'r::·1u 
·t,,.~ 

·jealousy ·he was passed over '.at the election of the commander-·in-chief a-

gainst·the Cos~ack,insurreotion, and·instead of him three were chosen,. of a 

cnaraot~r calculated to help on ·Chmelnicki to further victonies, Anne.yed at 

·the pitiful policy of the regent, the primate of Gnesen, Count Wisniowiecki, 

the only· heroic fi.gure among the Poles at that ttme, follow:ed h,t~ own course,. 

but was compelled to retreat before'the. overpowering number of·the. roving 

troops ·an~ the Greek Catholi~ population in sympathy with them~" Hts retreat 

sounded the death-knell of the .Jews who had counted upon his bErtroism. CD 

VO.LHYNIA. 

From Podolia the bands penetrated into the Volhyn.ia district. 

Here the. carnage continued during the whole whole summer and autumn of 
© 

1~48. Th~ massacre of Jews at the town of Polonne was especially cruel. 

The town was:beleagured ona Tuesday, the ·first of ·Av, by the· Tartars and 

the Greek Catholics. It was well defended but some of the soldiers of Greek 

extDaotion,~who were within the gates, opened the gates to the besiegers. ~·~ 
~~~, 

The Poles escaped on their horses, but the Jews were pillaged and slain. 

"So helpless was thetr state that when a Greek entered a place in which a 

--------------------~--------------------------------------------~----~----~ 
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Oreek entered ·a place in which a hundred Jews had ·taken refuge,. the~Jews · 
f- ' 

would bare their necks and one.man would slay them all." It ts estimated 

that •in ~olonne as many as ten thousand Jews met ·their death at the.hands of 

the Cossacks or were taken captives by the Tartars, while many were 

compelled to renounoe ·their faith.CD 

Among the victims was the Cabalist Samson of Ostropo1Ecv The 

rabbi, accompanied by three hundred followeres, dressed in shrouds, went 

·to·the ·synagogue.where·they offered fe~1ent prayers. They kept ·at their pray

until ·the ebemy came·and killed them all, one by one. 

OSTROCl 1 AND ZASliAW 

Simihiar massacres followed at Zaslaw,Ostrog, Konstantynow, Narol, 

Kremenetz Bar, and many other oities. 

·At -Zaslaw ®the enemies looted the ·Jewish population and slew two 

hundred persons who could not ·escape on account of ·sickness. Those who fled 

hid in the woods whdre they remained until hunger drove·them·back~ Whenever 

·they were seized they invari:ably begged to be slain on -the oemetary so that 

they might have some chance of ·receiving a ,Jewish burial. In one instance 

·a large number of Jews assembled in the ·house on the oeme:tary; the Cossacks 

got wind of··the fact, set fire to the place ·and the.-.Tews perished. A 

massacre of ·equal ·horror ·and magnitude took p:Laoe at Ostrog where six hundred 

,J'ews perished. @ ·ij 

KON ST ANTYNO W 

The enemy next turned to Konstantynow;5 Wisniowiecki, however, was 

1 jl!'J I~ J'\? I ?i \) p ~ 137. 
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there at the time, met·the·enemJ and defeated them. He then stationed 

·hinr$el:f ·in· ttie' t0wn, but dist rusting· the ·inhabitants, who were mostly 

Greek Catholics he, soon left the place. ·Such (Jews ·as possessed· horses 

followed~htm, 'the others·were·foroed.·to remain. An hour after his departure 

·the enemy •entered (Tuesday the 9th. of Ab) and slew about three ·thousand 

~Jews,<V·Rabbi Ascher, a ·renowned ·scholar, 'being ·among those kllled. 

·. ~~~!.£~~~~!~~~-~~~~~ {,.,l,! ,·,. tt: 
1A''l ·· 

W he n Cb. lll. i e.,.~ n i o k i f i /~ t , .at t a o k e d B ~
1

r .@ he w u not SUOCHHIS:f:'ul.' But 

some of' the sympathetic Greek Catholic inhabitants dt.ti a tunnel under the 

walls of the city and helped him gain ·entrance; Poles and Jews were ,,,.:.•·:.'.: ;.r:' 

merailessly·slain. 'It. ~s 
'·' 

the usual~cruel death •• 

and Ostrog .. ·These ·towns, 

esti,wjl((~ t11:~~at~~,;~,, ~~~1lsand of the latter met 

·c9m,:i:Jil11Jcld ~n.$4t,,,· turned ·to Konstantinow, Zaslaw, _ 
' ·-~·~-"'··~>,,;- '~'"-"'~, • .,...~~ 

;as was stated above, had ·already been pillaged, 

but for:• seoond·time. Ohmielnioki attacked.them w!thout pity or mercy. R 
·---·-·-·---.. ~·-·"---~··••"'"'-............ - ...... - .................. "'° ................. . "' l;.. .... .... . ....... ·--~·""'''"'"•· ............................. -··-·· -··· ...... . 

From. there ·the Cossack chieftain moved ·to";'8~~at Dubno,G a strong fortress. 

The fort was·heldby·the Poles·and although·the Jews begged·for~admission 

not ·a single. one was permitted to enter. Consequently when Chmielnioki 

.came into the vicinity about eleven·hundred·Jews ·were killed,. But since 

it was impossible for Chmielnioki to gain entrance, he moved on to Brody, 

a town which belonged to his personal enemy Prince Horonzi, and .although 

he destroyed the t\~1wn he could not gain entrance ,into ·its fort, in which 

thousands of Jews and Poles had taken refuge. In the m@1ntime, however, 

·a horrible pestilence broke out ·in the town and took as its toll one 

thousand Jewish lives. 

5. (oontinu~d frua pa~e ':28) a f)? 1~b /I' pp. 
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WHITE RUSSIA and LITHUANIA 

At the same ·time that the Jews of Volhynia ·and Podolia were 
I 

suffering the tortures of hell, Cossack ·troops under·bloQd thirsty leaders 

penetrated into the nearest towns of White Russia and Lithuan:ta and in 

their usual. murderous habit exterminated the ,Jewish and Polish inh.abitants. 

Many of the ·Ltthuantans·fled to Wilna and Great Grodno, ·where for the time 

·being they found safety.@ However, many of the ~ommuntti~s.to which ·they 

fled were routed out completely by the Cossack hordes '.and·thousands upon 
{?:.; 

·thousands of ·,Jews were ·slain. Drfadful massacres ·took place •in the 
I 

communities of Chernigow ·andStaI"odub, ·but the worst of· all was·in the city 

of HomeL A contemporary gives the following desoviption of ·the. Homel 

massacre: 

The reb~ls manag•d to-bribe the head of the city who deli~ered 

the Jews ;into their h•nds. ·The Gref.llu1 •surrounded tbea 'With dnawn ·swords .. 

:and with de.a;ii!-.rs, •nd. ape.are,. exf>l..t.;i;illing: "Why do you believe .in your God,, 

who btu no pity on His suffering people 1 snd does .not sn•e :it from our hendl!l'? 

Reject your God and you shall_ be aasterel But if you cling to the !aith of ) 

10 u r f a t h e r a , y·o u s h a 11 • a 11 p e l' i sh i n t h e s am e w a y '. a s yo u r b r et h e r n , . i n t h e 

Ukraina,, in Pokutye 1 ·and Lithuania perished ·at our hands " Theveupon,-Rab-.,ii< 

l!lliezer, our tt!laoher, the president of the (rabbinioal oourt) .exclaimed; 

"Bl'ethern,, reae•ber th' death of our fellow Jews, who peri•hed to sanotitr 

the name of our God! Let ue too stretoh forth our neoks to the sword of the 

. enemy; look ,at 111e and aot 111:1. I do!" Immed:Lately thousands of Jews renounaed 

·their liwes, despised this world, and hallowed the name of God« The Rc;>eh-

l. '"'' //'i' µ'""P· 

.. fl°'',\.l h5'">i.li:l p 

~i•ee the numb~r slain;ae 6000 

g]•es the nuber slain .as 1500 

2 ,e.b•h•lli\ p1'6P· 13 (oontinu.ud from page 29) 
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Yeahi~ah was the fiPst to offer up his.~ody .&o a burnt-offo•i•g~ Young and 

oUl,. boys and girls 1rnw the to.rt·llt>GIJ 1 s~t'te:d.nge, and woun1h of the teaobei>, 

who did not ooase exhorting them to aooept m~1tyrdom .in tb6 name of Him who 

had oalled .into being the> 41eneX1ations of 111r.11•talEJ. '~JI 1>ne 11&n they ;all exolai11-

ed: "Let us forft.iTt:i one anothe.r our iautual ;inaulti!t. Let us offer .up ou·r souls 

to God and our bodies to the wild waves, ta our eneml~a 1 the offspring to the 

G~eeks~" When our enemies heard these words, they started ;a tervlble butoher1 

killing tht1ir vioti11a wi·th ·spears :in order tnat they lll.i~ht d:lie slowl,v. _ Hu:e~- .,. 

Husbande, ·wives,. and children fell in htiap!ll. They did not even attain to 

'burial, dogs .and swine feeding on their dead bodies •. G) 

BATTLE OF PILYAW~ and THE MASSACRES OF QALIOLA. 

!tr September 1~48 the ar~ies of· the Poles and the Cossacks again · 
met ·in open ba:ttle nernr Pilyawa and again the same disasterous results 
of- the Battle of· Yellow Waters· followed.· The Poles were- completely de ft:H:tted/,.r/,, 

,.......-~~·~~...,,,,,,,,.,.., . A,,..~ -· .. £,'.'-\ 

u 
·and scattered to the- winds~ The steppe for milek' arouni was strewn with cr~0 

corpses and ·the Cossacks are said to have reaped 10·, 0001000 guldens worth 

of booty.· 

Following the sillocessful outcome of- the-battle, Chmielntokt,-
l/ .&i--r~ 

marching at the head of· a large Vossack army and accompanied by his Tar·tar a 

allies, app.roaohed 'the walls of- Lemberg,® and, began to besiege- the ca.pi tal 

of· Red ~:~~r.~~/:lt~f ·Galicia. ·A long ·and, hard ·fought -. struggle followed: "·The ~·:;:r:r{(, 

Cossac.~s ·in storming and
1 
pillagi.ng the suburbs, :but they fa.iel to penetrate,< htl: 1 

·into t~.e fortified center of ·the town•- Chmi.elnicki appealed to the Pohrn t' !it•"(~: . .,v 
1 

I•, 
'>!J -~ 

K 
·i 

deliver the Jews into thei.r hands-, ·but the Poles refU(~ed saying that the 

·Jews were under the- jurisdiction of-the King and that the town authorities 
··f?t, 

-----------·----·---------------~-·--~---------------~--------~~·-----$·---~ 
l Quotod. from Dubnow, '!.'• 150. 
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had no righ\t to dispose of them. In the meantime a terrrible pestilence 
I 

broke out; thhi faot combined with the soaroi ty of foood and water killed 
i, 
I 

as many as ten thousand people. At lenght when the sµpply of water totally 

gav~ way, the authorities of the town were forced to come to terms with 

Chmielniokt, whom they paid a ransom of· two bundred·thousand gold guldens~· 

N'AROL 

At Narol 1 thousands of· Jews were gathered and offered stout 

resistance ·to the onsloughts of' the Cossacks;, finally, ·however;. Chmielni.cki. 

tool<: the town on the 1?th. of· Mar-cheswan ( 1A.48}: the commandant Lachtoh 

was flayed alive7 . twelve thousand 2 ·were slain or drowned,· many prisoners· 

were carrted·away by the. Tartars~ and as a last act ·the town was burned.· 

·A wom.an who escaped .·by pretending to ·be dead, related that several hundred 

men, women,: and children escaped ·in a similar manner. She further said ·that 

due to the lack of food ·they were forced to devour human flesh, cutting up 

the. corpses and eating them.· Dogs and pigs ate thousands of the bodies~· 
" 

At Zamost~ 3 Chmielnioki was not quite successful.- It was a strong 

place and hard to take,. but in the meantime the smaller places round about 

----------------------~--~------~----"-~~~------~--~-----~---------------~--
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were plundered. and put ·to. the sword.· At K1emifnietz-, a small town south 

of· Lublin, a Russian cut the throats of- several 'hundred Jewish ch:ild1~en 

with a ~'2 h , and each ·Hme he would ask h1s companions, ·''Is it Kosher or· is 

·.it trefa?" If the reply was ''trefa" the~· body would be thPown to the dogs; 

but if the answer was "kosher: the body would,be exam1ned as is done with 

animals, and then carried through the stree:ts to the cry,. ''Who will buy a 

kosher lamb?-" Zamostz· i:Uself- could not be taken but as aresult of the~ 

plague- that was raging within the city, hundreds of Jews perished. 

------------------------
All Poland now lay:at Chmielnicki's feet and the road to the 

defenseless· capital was open before him. He thus started on; his way to 

War.!iaw.,But at this· point news reached him that an assembly·had gatherd 

·at Warsaw.· for ·the election of a new King.@ The choice was between John l~~'";~ 

·Casimir,. Vladislav IV' s brother, and Rakotzi. · When Ghmielhicki. beard thaf'"-~'-tr.,.~~-· 
r~'r"i':-<I...,..,......,.,, . . ¥") ~;.?r· 

/!'- ~-t~/1 • 

Wisniowiecki, his deadly enemy, declared himself· for the latter, he-immed- 0 ~ ~ 
vf!/-i) 

'"~t 

iately sent word·that if-Casimir were elected he would cease fighting.~This 

fact among other things decided the election ·in favor of 'John. Castmir. The 

new'King entered·into negotiations with Chmielmicki, who recognized his obli 

obligations to the royal. house by retiring ·to di.stant . Kiew,. but owing to 

excessive demands by ·the Cossacks~ negotiations were- broken off (February 

a.. jl ,!>I ':t IO P' PP• 46-49. 

2. The following were some of the outrageous demands •ade by the CoQeaoks: 

i a. · Wh e :rni ever the Coe a a o k a d we 1 t · there w a a to be no Ro lll an 0 at ho l i o 

ohuroh .• 

b. The Jesuits w~re to be entirely rooted out of Small Russi&. 

d. The number of registered Ooeaaoks was to -be. greatly inoreaeed. I 
o. 

e-- In all of Ukraina tmd in all of Small Rusa_:La no Jew was to be 

found. 

1>1 11 il • i) }) 11 1/:) ? P • ~~,.. 
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1~,1R49) and as a result civil war flamed up again. 

KI.IDV -"ill'--
Ths;breaking of~ of negotiations with Chmielnicki led to further 

:atrocities by the Cossacks. ··At Kiev unspeal{able tort urea were. perpetrated 

upon ·the. Jews and Catholics.· The C_atholic monasteries ~.and churches were 

pillaged and ·burned., the clergy dragged out ·by the hair .and massa.c~edr_ or ( , , .· J 

drowned, while the "gentry were ·hunted down with dogs li.ke so many ~'1~.:~4;.1;n~)~Vrry 
t;:f.,~ f""lg_,_.,._-"'.<1'--·~.Ji1;.o-_...,.)'t~'i"-t.;,,,. 

stags. ·11 '.):'he cttiz~ns of Kiev were absolutely forbidden under pain of" death 

to .harbor ·the ,Jewish or Catholic fugitives.· Scores· of women were ravaged,. 

·the corpses of the. dead were taken out of ·the coffins and ·cast to the dogs,• 

·the.bodies of pviests were propped up·in the corner of the streets with 
1'")?'·"'/Pf',·U

1
·1<"'£.1.? ~'< 

large books in their ·stiff hands.· ''In this manner was Kiev be~i~jelt'ror 
}'·'?"1,.,,,.(·· 'f""""""'"~"' -"' 

~~!-days, so that the whole city was brought to ruin. - C~~;~?:1~cs .and' ,Jews 

were ruthlessly destroyed; only·suoh.as professed the Greek Catholic faith 

we re spa re ct · alive: G1 f\;::;:(~~t;~;:~;~-:~t{.~;~~;,····~~-'.:-""lr;·U~·-·-····· ~l~;·" 
(::,,,;li,~··1,.,··1/'.:.li.t~ ' 

OSTROG 

In the meantJme those Jews. who had reckoned upon a settl~ment 

·between the' Cossacks ·and the Poles and'consequently had returned·to their 

homes, paid with their_ qonfidence with ~-eath.@ It hus happened that ·for -a 
91/->kl·vt{ ;) .. t,i'.,· ,'}, . ~~- ,!) ~ 17 7 I ;:i JI J / 1 )t , lJ°j : .• ~'!..:,.:!_~!:/ 'ff'') r 1\ ! 
third tir~e t-A:a..t"'.man# ,Jews .:add n4lbles perished. at Ostr.dlg ®-and a;~ai.n it was 

accomplished ·through the treachery of ·the Cossack sympathisers~ the return

ed Jews had hardly·been in Ostrog for three weeks when word·to that effeot 

--·---~------·--------------------~-------------------------------~---¢••-
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was sent to the Cossacks, who were stay:Lng about marauding and plundering 

·in the vicinity. Their sympathisers managed ·to hava them enter the town in 
al 

the stQl.th of the night.and hundreds of Poles.and Jews were slain~- Only 
/\. 

three Jews and:ei~hty 
t..~, 

BATTLE OF tBOROW 
~Q~-------~---~--

noblemen ~anaged to esoape.-

;l " ,(:,@~( /\_ t/+1tJ ')?'tf,ffo,,(~t·P< {.ef.{ JI rc-rl~ 
., 

.. '!-' :~:} ;_ ~ '~~t 'j, 

I./ 
J( 
~· 

<) ,:f~ ' 

The. King sent 1ut .an army to punish the conspi~ators. at Ostrog. (i) 

The i 
Polish army for ono~was somewbat successful in their combats against 

·tha Cossacks which they carried on yhtil the beginning of July. While 

thes~ skirmishes were going on Chmielnicki in the meantime was preparing 

his army ot·Cosaacks and Tartars·for another open battle with tha Bole~. 

Wisniowieoki. kept the Cossack host at bay in his entrenched camp ·at Zbaraz 

:for a month,. till king Casimir, at the head of-·25, 000 men, relieved him.-

A bloody battle ensued near Zborow <Z> on the banks of the Strypa, when only 

the "personal valor of- ,John Casimir, the ·supe:riotiity of the Polish artil),;~~(;;-
. ' . 

and the skilful diplomacy of- the Poli.sh chancellor, Ossolinfski, w,ho D ·: 

succeeded in ;b,1,tying off the Tartars at ·the critical moment, enabled the 

royal forces to hold their own.-@ Chmielnicki, checked in his career of-

victory, though still unconquered, dictated peace on·his own terms~ By 

j the compact of- Zborow (August ·22, 1t)49).: 

2' 
,, 
"·' 

.i 

a.· Chmielnicki was recognized .as·the head of the Zaporozhians 

b.- The number of- registered Cossacks was fixed at thirty thousand.These 

c. The town o~ Chigorin was given·to Vhmielnioki.-

d. ·Residence of- ,Jews was forbidden in the chtEPf-· se&~s of the Cossacks 

(i.e.- Ukraina, the regions of- Che.rnigow, Poltavia, Kiew, and partly 

--~·~---------~-------------~---~~-~-------------~--~---~---~~~~------~--·~-
1. 1'1?/'.Hi /" p, 50 

2 q1711~;1 p1'-6P.p. 20-22 

3. 11 The F:i.ret Romane" p. 94 



Podolia.) 

e.- In return for these humiliating conditions· Ohmielnicki did homage to 

the King of· Poland on bended knees in the presence of ·both ~rmies, 

kissed the King's hand and the Chancellor of· Lithuania recited his 

pardon. 

ATIDMPTS AT RIOONBTRUCTION -- _.....,.,._ .... _~- ... ------------~-'tl9,,~ 
At last after .a year and a half of suffeiing that surpasses~all 

description~ the horro~ s~ricken Jews were granted a period of- comparative 

peace 'that lasted for some months~ ·The Poles and ,Jews returned to their 

·homes:, but nevertheless- the lot of the ,Jews by no means an enviable one.<'.iJ 

·The Jews were·very poor and continued becoming poorer due to the lack of· 

trade and tbe very high cost of· all neoessities. It was· not so much a state 

o~ famine~but a scarcity of money from which the Jews suffered, for the 

Oo.ssacks and Tartars had oarr.ied ev;:eryt hing off-. The rich Greek=·Cathol ios· 

fled across the Dniepr to the Cossacks, for fear that the Poles woul wrekk 

vengeance upon them. Others hurried their treasure and pretended poverty. 

The Jews, who were really poor, were supposed to be rich, and consequently 

every one cried to them, "give!_ give!~ Nor were the King and nobles spar

ing of the Jews but exacted the littie that they had for the support a~ 

the army. ;_(ID~ ~ut despite all hardships their> lot was as ·a haven compared 

with the sufferings endured durin2 the past eighteen months.- Those Jews 

who were foroed·to embrace the Greek Orthodox faith, ~ere permitted by 

King Casimir to return to Judaism; alsp many of the Jewish women who fled 

from their Cossack husbands were not forced to return to them. C3) 

-·--------~~---------------------------~------------------·-----------------
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The "Council of '!four f.Jands" which met in L\lblin in the winter 
;• ' 

of 11150 framed a set of regulations looking to the restoration of the normal 

conditions in the domestic and the communal ll~:ife., of the Jews,(!) There was 

great need for ·such a conference as well as much linienoy on the part of the 

rabb1s~. Hundreds and e.ven thousands off.women were· separated from their 

hllsbands and did not know whether they were dead, or perhaps>' alive,roam-

ing in some distant country. Such perplexing questions~~ them, as tp whether 

they were widows or wives,·etc. bad to be answered in harmony with Rabbini

cal law. " The Synod of Iiubl in is said to have hit upon excellent arrange ... 

ments. Most probably tbe. Lintent Lipman Heller , then ~abbi of Cracow, 

strove to effect a mild interp~etation of the law relati~g to supposed 

death. " { ) 
Th~ day of the Niemirow massacres (Siwan 20) which coino.ides 

with an old fast in mempry of· the martyrs of the Crusade~, was ~ppointed 

as a day of mourning in memory of~the .victims of the Cossack pogroms. 

Leading rabbis composed a number of· soul stirring dirges to be. reoi ted on 

Siwan 20th. to bf; recited not only. in memory of the massacred ,Jews of-

Niemirow, but of all those killed in the period of the 

FURTHER MASSACRES ·and POGROMS. <3) 
-------------~-----~-·--------

.. \'\ ;· "\ (' \ ··'. . /I 

But the Jews were not ·to ~njoy peace for a long time; soon it ,. 

became evident .that the Treaty of Zborow was neither satisfaotdlry to the 

Cossacks nor to the Poles, especially t'he. latter., In the early.part of 

1~5~ hostilities again broke out and again the Jews were;the first to 

suffer. However, as GEaetz suggests, the massacre o~ the Jews could not 
_________________ ,... ________ • __ .... ...,. ____________ ..,. ___ ,. ___ , _____ .., ______________ o:ii;:i~d-• 
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·.be ·as extensive as during th~ two or three previous years; ·there were no 
1·: 

longer thousands of ,Jews to be slaughtered and moreover the evil dajts had 
4 

inspired the 1Jews with· courage. Furthermore, foi'une,, so long Chmielnicld.lfs {· .· ,. 
\ , ,1 t;I 

friend, now deserted him, and .at Bereszteczko, on the banks of th~S~~~ ·a/····. 
the Cossack leader was utterly defeated ·by the Polisl forces.··Finally in 

1P351 a treaty was concluded at Byelaya Tzerkow Q) whi h was ·satisfactory to t 

the Poles: r;r:ZJ!/t'( :~ .. ~i::-··<1 n{!Jp lfl 
l},, '·:l· 

rt"'·-.{,rFJ-''', t 

·a. Many of··the Cossack's former claoms were rejected. · 

·b. The right of the ·Jews to settle in Ukraina was· restored. 

c. The Jews were permitted to hold property on lease. 

THE RUSSIAN e.nd SWEDISH INYASION 

-~----~----~--------------------

The~viotory of the Poles was as far as the Jews were concerned 

actually a curse in disguise~ As a result of their losses the Cossacks 

and the Greek Orthodox Russians of- the Ukraina again raised the banner of

rebellion and with renewed zeal.@ This time Chrni.elnicki sought anothe.r 

ally in his struggle with Poland; viz;, Russia, or as' it was then known 

Muscovy.- The Mosoovi te Empire had long sough_t for the proper opportunity 
vi 

to incorporate the U-kraina in its territory and n~w .. ith Chmielnioki's 

overtures such a moment seemed at hand •• · Negotiati.ons were: completed in 

1~54 and in the same year the Russian troops penetrated ·into· White Russia 

and Lithuania and began a war with Poland. - "Now came the turn of- the Jews ,, 
0"1.-}·,., 

of the northwestern region to endure the'l.r share of- suffering.!'· For two / 

years, 1~54-1~5~, t~ey;were made to suffer untold agonies. In the course 

·-·------------·~·~----~------------------·-----------·-----------·---------
1. "The First Romans" pp. 95-9~. 

2. f1?t-J1o JI" PP• ~i:)O. 
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of June and c.Tuly the towns of Dorogobuzh, Byelaya, Pol6~f, and Mstislavl 

fell into the enemies' hands. W T·he seizure of· the cities and towns by 

the. united Cossack-Muscovite army was generally accpmpanied by the exile 

or exte.rm.ination of· the Jewish population.· In .August Prince Radizwill, 

the Polish general, was defeated at Szepielwic7 1 and in the same month 

Moghilew, on the Dniepr, surrendered to the Russians., At the latter place 

the Jews through their own excusable folly were forced to pay ·a heavy 

penalty. It was thus': when the city •surrendered to the Muscovite forces, 

Czar Alexis ordered all the ,Jews to leave the oi ty, the property ·to be 
~ distributed among the Russian <tiffioials. The, Jews,. ho~ver,, hoping that 

the ill wind would soon, blow over continued delaying the enforced exodus. 

Towards the end of the summer when Colonel Poklonskt,. the Russia,n commander 

of the garrison ,at Moghi.lew hear.ct that the Po1ish army was approaching under 

the command of· Radizwill and fearing that ·the Jews might join the approach-

ing enemy,. immediately gave notiee to the.Jews to evacuate, promising them 

safe. journpy to the camp of Radizwill.·But the Jews had hardly left the 

town behind them when they were overtaken by the·Russtan army who ftrst 

took all their possesiond·and then murderously·butoherled them. 

Toward the end of the year Vitebsk also fell into the- hands of 

Muscovy. Here the Je~s took an active part in the defense of the town: 

»They dug trenches around the fortified castle, str~ngthened ·the walls, 

supplied the soldiers with arms, powder, ·and· horses, and acted as scouts." 
: ·.--. 

/.!;·bi I .• l I 

W~en·the enemy finally succeeded tn taking the town they took ample revenge~ 0
/ 

of the Jews for their staunch patriotism; many were killed, all were 

robbed, others forcibly baptized or exiled to Pskow, Novgorod, and Kazan. 

Equally great were the sufferings of the .Jews in Vilna, the capital of 

---------------------------------------------------------·---~---·--------
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Lithuania~ when it was attacked 
. ' . bythe combined Russian-~6scovi te 

·~-......_-.,.'4<> 

forces. 

Most of the ,Jews,· however, saved themselves by fleeing fq_r their lives. 

Those who were left behind were either slain or~ ~ihished ·by order of the 

Czar. 

THID SWEDISH INVASION. 

------·----~-------
Not enough was ·it that the Cossacks· and Russians were tearing at 

the heart of Poland, .·but another of its enemies must descend upon ·it. This 

time it was Swedqn. In the summer of 1~55 Charles X of Sweden,· on the 

flimsiest of· pretexts, forced a war upon Poland, ·and before the year was 

out his foroes·had occupied Cracow, Warsaw and the.best half of the. land 

and King <John Casimir,· abandoned by his subjects fled to Silesia." And 

as usual the same refrain m~y be sung: the Jews were the ones to be stricken 

the. hardest. Charles' object ·in attacking Poland was to secure her rich 

Baltic provinces. He was statesman enough,· however,to attract .·in his behalf 

the sympathies of the Polish Protestants and Galvanists, who hoped that 

the Northern.Protestants would bring freedom to them exactly in the same 

way as the Od>ssacks expected salvation from the Orthodox Russians •• The 

,Jews, too, it might be said,. hoped that the invasion by the. Swedes might 

help their cause and therefore·they were rather·in sympathy with it. For 

this lack of patriotism (?) they (the·Jews) had ·to pay a terrible price. 
l' 

The Swedish invaders ·though were not at all mindful of the good will of thef 
:1 i 

i Jews ;3,nd made them suffer equally with the Poles. And those Jews who were / 
r 

spared by the Swedes were made to suffer the most aganizing tortures by / 
l 

the patviotio Poles who charged them wi.t h d i.sloyal ty. "The Polish genera~ 

Czarniec~i, whose special hobby was hatred of the Jews, manifested 

exceptional harshness in his treatment of ·them. All Poland was like a 
/ 

bloody. field. of battle on which Cossacks, Russians, Swedes, and Poles 

') ' , ,fo-'} ,, 

' 
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wrestled:" the Jews were ·ill ~sed or slain by all. Nearly all the J•ws in 

the province pf Posen·were destroyed and also those in the provinces o~ 
.; \ 

Cracow, Kalish, and Piotrfkow. ·Rabbis were tortured and murdered, women 

violated, and in general thousands of Jews killed. Only those were spared 

who would embrace Christiani ty .. (i;) 

In this manner the persecutions continued. until 1A58, one year 

after Chmielnicki's death. Not until then did the horrors of war·begin 

gradually to subside·and "only after terrible l:osaes and humiliating 

concessions·to Russia and Sweden was Poland able to restore·its political 

order, which had been shaken ·to its foundation during the preceding years$~ 
I 

./ 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

The Consequences of the Chmielnioki Perscutions. 

The losses infliced upon the Jews during the fatal decade of 

1~48-1A58 were ·appalling. Contemporary writers vary in their reports of 

the nLimber that were destroyed. Some chroniclers ~~ive the number as high 

as t=)OO:,OOO-~ while others estimate it td! be no more than 100;000; actually 

as many as 200,000· or 250;000 souls undoubtedly perished duri.ng these ·ten 

horrible years. According ·to Samuel Phoebus 'in his e ,,.., J-J' lV ?40 Jewish 

communities met with disaster. But this may be an exaggeration; mor~ 

conservative writers estimate the number ot Jewish communities massacred 

and sacked as between t hree®and four hundred.· But even, i r. the lowest 

figures ·be accepted·this catastrophe excelle by far the losses suffered by 

Jews durtng the Crusades and the Black Jlleath. · On the left shore of the 

Dni.epr River, where ·the cities inhabited by the Cossacks were located, ·the 

Jewish communities were almost without exception completely wiped out. -C} 

IN thetities on the right shore of the Dniepr where ·the Cossacks had made 

their appearance;.--the Poli.sh part of Ukraina, Volhynia, 0 and Podolia- .. ·no 

more than one ... tenth of· the .Jewish population survived.··· 'rhe others were e-~'lttre-

either exterminated by Chmielnicki or his followers; taken captives by the 

Tartars and carried off- i.nto Turkey;. or had emigrated to Ltthuania and the 

central provtnces of Poland and from there to the various countrie~ of 

Western Europe.· Inde_ed, a marked comp art son may be drawn between the results 

following the expulsion of the Jews ft'om Spain and Portugal 'in 14q2 and 
.. 

the horrors followi.ng the great cataclysm of 11)48~ 11!)5f:'3 • .As in the days of 

the earli.er catastrophe Sephardic Jewish refugees could be met with every-

--------~-------~-~--------------------~--------~-----------------~------~~-) i '' .~)' 
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where,· so now following the Polish .. ·Cossack war, fugitive ,Jews, emaciated 

in form, wretched in appearance, ·and hollow of eye, fleeing from hunger, 

pesti.lerioe, fire,. and the sword, were to be found all over Europe ·and 

Asia. (!) 

Wherever the- poor st.rioke'!\1ugi ti ves ca.me they were welcomed with 

open arms by their-brethern who fed and cloathed them and whenever possible 

endeavored to give them a new start in life. Tnousands of Jew& who were 

taken ~apt'i.ves by the Tartars and brought to Constanti111ople, Salontca, and 

other Turkish cities, to Egypt and to Barbary and there were gladly 

ransomed.by their fellow Jews. Many of· the Jewish refugees fled westward 

by way of- Dantzio ·and through the district of the Vistula and came to 

Hamburg and ·Jimsterdam,. whence they were conveyed to Frankfort-on.;.; the .. 

Mein and other Rhenish cities. Three: thousand Lithuanian ,Jews fled south-

ward came to the city or Texel and were gladly received by the Jewish 

·population. Thoui:mnds of Jews .fled southward to Moravia, ·Bohemia, Austria, 

and Hungary and from there·to Italy. The Italian .Jews were especially 

hos pi table and 1 iberally aided ·in ransorni ng t hou~rnnds of capt i. ve ,Jews and 

maintained·the. fugitives at a great sacri.f'i.oe. The community passed and 

acted upon a resolution to devote one~fourth of its income in behalf· of 

their unfortunate Poli.sh Jewish brethern~ Though themselves· victims of 

the the Thirty -Years War, the German and ·Austrian cpmmunities also proved 

themselves .magnanimous· in thtff g:reat hour of- need.· In. fact Germany did 

more than it' was able to do.1:,130 great ·was the immediate need that the German 

co~munities~ and others perhaps, were obliged to divert to the relie~ of the 

helpless wande:rers man.If of-· the f'undB intended for the mai.ntainance of- the 

poor in Jerusalem.~This resulted in great hardshfups for the widows and the 

--------·-----------------·---------~-----------------~--------·-------·----
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poor of Palestine, and of the seven hundred dependent upon alms ·it is said 

that four hundred pertshed of hunger • . Q 

The Chmielnicki pogroms left an indelible impress upon Judaism and 

in a sense remolded it.· To use an expression of- Graetz; 1'.Judaism became 

Polonized.~ Even heretofore the Polish method of Talmudic study had gained 

strons~upport i.n the schools of· Germany an:i al~o, though to a lesser degree;· 

in the rabbinical schools of· Italy, through tbe vast literature of· the Polish 

authors.· But.now following the personal influx of these same gr~at Talmudic 

authorities into Germany, Austraia, Italy and into whatever other countries 

they happened to go, the Poli.sh method became the supreme and the. author4 ·.,. 

itative one~· Rabbinic offices were. bestowed upon them in all countries. 

To mention a few examples: ~phrai.m Cohen ( auth~r ofa'"'.')X ''1,11 w) and SabbF;ltha.i 

Oohe.n (ycUti) both formerly of· Vilna received appointments ,in Moravia; 

Samuel Aaron Kai.donower (author oti'.:i.l'i1 J').'.::i"'l~ of Vilna took office ·in Furth 
. ./'1 

ii:\._ 

and late1on in Frankfort-on-the-Mri.n; and Moses '.Johen also of Vi.lrna took 

office in Metz.· At this point another analogy may be drawn be.tween the 

refugees of·· the Spanish ~~~eee Jews- Inqui::Ji ti.on and those of the 

Pol tsh pogroms of 1~48-1R58; like the Spanish and Portuguese Jews looked 

with contempt ~pon the"Ashkenizm" with whom they came in contact so did 
... 

the Polish Talmudists look down upon their German, Italian, and Portuguese 

colleagues who were no match for them when it came to· Talmudic study.-@ 

"People made fun of-·the'Polil..cks' but submitted to them just the same.Who

ever desired a thorough Talmudic and rabbinic education had to stt at the: 

feet of the- Polish rabbis.· Every father who wished to give his children 

a Talmudic training had to engage a Poli.sh rabbi or teacher.· Little by 

--------------~----------------------------·----------------------·---------
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little the:\Polish rabbis forced their pilpulistic piety upon the German 

I. and Italian.communities.· It was they who brought about a still greater 
I 

., .. 

decline than heretofore in scientific and even Biblical knowledge.· In the 

very century of·. Descartes. and Spinoza, when the three civilized peoples,. 

the French, the Engl,sh, and the Dutch, dealt a death-blow to medievalism, 

th~ Polish -Jewish immigrants, fleeing from Chmielnicki's fury, introduced a 

new medievalism into European Jewry which maintained itself in full vigor 
,1 (1\ 

upward of· a century, and is· still partly in force in our own day.-~ . /,/ 
,,, 
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