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me to present all those aspects of Jewish life, for which I have 

ample data, a nd which I should have dE~sired to treat; and will 
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in~ phases, which properly belong in a. historica l treatment 

of the Cincinnati Jewish community, tp.y I request your p·er

mission to add to this thesis the r sma.ining chap~ers. 
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Jewish Communal Organization 

Int:roduc-t.ion. 

Jewish life is a eontinuum - a s such its study re-

veals a rema rkable development lasting over a period of many thou

sand years. 

While the Jews were a political nationn living as an 

independent or even subjugated peopl1e on their own soil Palestine, 

their life problems were s i mple when compared to the dif.ficulties 

they encountered as a result of Di ~p1erslon. In the Diaspora the 

problem or the Jewish community as a social group,the heirs of a 

counmon inherited life was one of ad ,jus tment - political, economi a, 

. social, religious,and cultural ,to th·e laws and life of the people 

in whose midst they were cast~ This process of adjustment took on 

a dual aspect. ( i 1) To obey the laws o:r the state 1.n whose midst they 

were permitted to dwell, this was an adjustment to environment and 

( 2) to eontinue to perpetuate and develop as a people ,ia an organ

ic way,their own life value which thi~y had inherited. Tbis second 

was an inner adjustment. 

Tho the Jew could be c om1~elled because 0£ his sub

jugated condition to adjust rapidly 1~o the laws of the land, its 

topographi cal,eultural, poli tieal and eeonomiG conditions ;o~ .!~-~l __ . 

, of survial 1 t. waa not always so .simple. a task to make tha inner -.. __ 
--·-... _,......._ 

adjustment of perpetuatirig certain 11Lfe values because of their 

indigeneous charaeters and their total dependence upon the exis

tence of an independent Jewish state and territory - sueh ror 

example were the conditlons that gradually eaused ~the 

Synagog to supplant the Temple, prayelr to take the place of 



-
!acriric,,Beth Hamid~ash for Academi ies of learning,modification 

of i._ewish Biblical and Yishnaic Law :in the hands of the Talmudie -_,..._ 
Rabbis. 

The :form and content of adjustment were alwaya de

pendent on the theory or nationa lism a nd sovereignty which held 

Bway in the lands where Jews were ex:l led to, o_::, . ~hieh in the 

course of their wan::ieringe they emigJt"ated:t~-~)-we shall see that 

these were of such a nature as to pet•mit the Jew in almost every 

instanee,whether the law of the land shut the Jews up in Ghettos 
' 

and restrieted their physica l,cultural,and economic freedom,or 
-.........., 

gave the Jew 11 oe~.tz;_o parti~ipate :Ln the various aspects of' 
, • I 

national life of state, thu t in all ine taneee the laws of sover-

gnty were of such a nature as to perrnit the Jews to live as an 
-

integrated and organic comm.unity. i. ~'· A life within a larger 

life where th• Jews not only set thejlr own standard of life ,but 

alao followed ~m. 

both by 

'!'hey lived in den~y populated areas for they were 
and 

instinct/Talmudic law a gregarious people - eubjeot to 

--------

2. 

the aame laws_,opporturiit1es ·.aft.d privi.leges;holding property in 
~ ... -..-.\_....,_ .._. ~--·-···· .. .,. .... ..,,.., --~·---------

eommon, sharing the ll!rn.me racial and religious heritage a t1d what 

is more importa nt they were regarded by their non- jewish masters 

as a separate and distinct homogeneous soGial group. 

All these taetora made 1 t, possible for the Jews 

to form their own small and large Jewi .h communities called 

Kehillahs. This form of internal Jewish self government and 

"sta tehood"if that term may be per.mittedJhave continued for the 
) .---

Jew throu out the a.lmos t two thousand. years of Jewish dispersion, 

up to the present day. Tho the form has ohanged the principle 

----



remains the same. This has resulted in the development in the 

Jewish social memory of an "a t· " pper cep ion for jewish communal 

l' 
organization, and of an alm t i ti os na nctive sense of social re-

t (~g~ponsibility or one Jew for the other - whieh makes for the remark-

1CU(;, I· able and powarful ,Jewish cohesiveness 
t ;1~.,., I \ 

and social. solidarity. 
I I l . ' :,._,i / ' The principle of ~ll .nt - a~l~J ~M~w- ~~ r\ 

All Israel is responsible for one another. Tho at first this 

principle was foisted upon the Je" by the oppresi ve laws es

pecially or taxation add crime to which the Jewish communitie 

of all time have been subjec~~ l~llas as a result becjl(me 

woven into the social consciousness of the Jew and is now a 

matter or "noblesse oblige". 

Tho our prime interest, in this thesis muat be di-

rected to tracing the development of the growth of the Jewish 

community or Cincinnati which has enjoyed a history of one 
l 

f J \..£.~ 
.,1 i \ r faming to live in a --demo:crat-tc state where the Constitution 

hundred yeara it is my purpose to also show that the Jew 

... rr.; 
: ~ r•·f..' guaranteed the same rights pri veleges andJ.mmuni tie~ to all 
~ . i~ 
1~ 111,' 

·-" \"' f people regardless of raee color sex or creed - in spite or this, 
ff lt: L. (J..:..\instead ot casting off his raeial, religious ,eultural ,and social 

c(/·\ memories and obligation,and merging complet~ly into the new 

' 1 "... .• \~J 
•'.· r. .. "I! environment - the Jews who founded and developed /•wish life in 

~·.; ' Cincinnati-a typieal .American. city quite_ 11ncon~ciously pe~haps, 

working under the momentum of soei <:ll memory and an inher1 ted 

appercept1on developed in the ei ti~'s or this eountry a form or 

Jewi sh eommunal life which wae pa t1~erned very largely after the 

European .Jewish communities and whlch endeayored. to make the Jew 

a member or society at large in : .. p<>li tioal ,econo.mi e, linguistic 

1. Note first Jew eame to ~santivl J. le in 1817. 



and civic sense, and at the same time build up a form of internal 

organization compatible with the law of the land, and in accord 

with the sympathy of his neighbors, in which all aspects of his 

own inner group life. Religious, philanthropic, social, educa-

tional, cultural thru which the inhertted life value of the 

Jew could be perpetuated and further developed. Thereby il

lustrating thru the medium of his o ~n life experience that 

America does not demand, nor consider it advisable for the eth-

~ic and religious groups which come to lay their heads in her 

bosom to era se from their make up, even if that were physiolog

ically and psy~hically possibl:J 4"11 the racial memories which 

form so important a part of mans psychic life. To make the 

most of American ooportunities and to serve America best - the 

Jews cho~e to develop here the vital elements of Jewish 

communal life. 



Jewish Communal Organization 

in Ancient, Mediaeval and 

Modern Times. 

At the rJ:se of the Common Era there were to be found 

Jewish communities in most of the great eenters of the ?tfi'mknown 

world• In Alexandria there was a very lcirge jewiah Comm.unity 

that had a comprehensive internal organizations and enjoyed 
1 . 

many political privileges • In lbme and also in other Italian 
early 

citiea there arose/many lewish religious cwmmunitiee - the one in 

Rome flourished greatly under the protecting wing of the Em~1re. 

There were COJmP:l.¥,lities also at Salamis, Corinth, Athens,~los, 

etc. at Antioth · Iconium, Symrna,, Ephesus and other cities on 

the Mediterranean Coast and in Asia Minor. In the mother eountry 

Palestine to:>,which even ae a Roman province retained ·1 ts 

essentially iewish character the whole country formed one com

munity with its center at Jerusalem where the highest religious, 

judicial, and exe·autive authori.ties were located. The great 

dift"erence however whieh characterized the Comnn1ni ties of 

Palestine when compared to those of' the Dia.spmralies i~ the 

ract that the former were religious eommunitie• based on a 

tederation of Synagogs whereaa the latter were political ~

muni ti es. For the Pal-es tine Gommuni ties Jerusa lem was the center 

where were located the Judieial-, Religious and legislature heads. 

The Jewish Magistrate heads in Jerusalem were held responsible 
_..,,..,.... .... -:·.r--~---... .... _.. ,,, .1.-... , ...... _~-·"-·'~ 

tor the gathering in of all ta~es ~ied by their Roman Masters 

on the Palestinian Jewish communities. 

1. See m-iillter Ge\hichte des Judischen Vol~a im Zeitalter U~sus 
Christus II P. a99 ff. 
n~ 

5. 



When Jerusalem fell at the onslaught of the Romaaa 

the national Iite of the Jiws was replaced by the Communal life 

on which ~he Roman form of government was impressed. The 

principle or Roman sover~ignity however was not to foist its 

own cultural, religious and social life upon the people whom 

they subjugated. This made · it pos sil;>le as Mommsen says 11 T'.no 

Judea beca11e depopulated and was stripped of its wealth for 

Judea to still remain as h~retofore Jewish". The Jewish 

6. 

people in spite of their subjugation continued to regard themselves 
l 

as a ~tate which had ldat only on'f!.e aspect ~. of its sovereignity. 

The Jews still had a central authority in the person of the 

Patriait.e.h-Nasi to whom was granted the pr1 v.,leg.e of selecting 
2 . 

the Communal officers and or levying a tax, which right on the 

ceS'a'ation of the Patriairebata was to be transferred to the 

Emperor. 

With the dMline of Palestine as a re.ligious and 

spiritual center and ther.1se of Babylon in Jewry, the Baby

lonian Jews became detached from the influence of the Paleetin

ean communities. They had their own head called the Exilarch 

or "Resh Galuta" whose authority in purely religious matters 

was even greater than that of the Palestinian Na~i~ for example 

the Rabbinical ordination granted by the Resh Galuta was ra-

~ cognized in Palestine a• well as in Babylon ~hereas . the or

dination by a Palestinian Nasi only was i reo9gtiized in Pales-
3 4 

tine • Tho Fr~kel maintains that l a ter the Exilarch lost his 
1. political. 
2. Aurum Coronarium 
3. Sanhedrin Sa also ~bbathhi4~t und Wissenschaft des Juden 
4. in Monat~ Chrift f Gesc c e 

thums- 1853 P 29. 
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influence on inner Communal affairs thru becoming a State 

official, it still may be said that as a result of his jurisdio-
and 

tion over the .feweries of Babylonia/ the Persian Empire he still 

continued to wield a str.oqg indirect influence in that he appointed 

the loeal J :ewish magi strates and was in touch with their internal 

aff·iars. 

In Palestine and in portions of Babylon and Persia 
~ 

these Jews lived in densly populated centers where they formed 
(\ 

the majority of the population. Thus for example in the Jordan 

Valley there were no Churches to be found up to the fourth 

eentury. These Communities whether found in 

villages -walled 

towns were eomposed of full citizens - res-

1dents or mo~e than twelve months standing i·~~ 'l~t· 

half citizens - residents of from thirty days· to twelve months ~· 

standir.gand transients- those who rema ined less than twenty 

days in the place. 

At t h e head of the Community was a governing body 

a•o1ie ,.,n e.onsisting of at least three members but 

usually or seven and in l a ter ti.me of twelve. If brothe~s 

happened to be on the same Board they both had only one vote 

between them.n All communal orr1cers even that of a physician 

were filled by appointment rrom the "Court" with the concurrence 

of the oommuni ty. The governing board even where 1 t had absolute 

authority was expected to be responsive to public opinion and 

tbe wishes of the Community. '.Membership in the Board as well 

a• other Communal of tie es was sometimes hereditary. 

THE GOVERNING BOARD· This boc1t conducted all the 



s. 

affairs of the Community giving special attention to the chari

table cone erne or t he comm.unity . It appotrtioned communa l and 

municipa l taxes according to the fixed regulations and alao had 

charge of the buying and selling of eommunal property. It also 
~nd 

supervised the entire socia l/commercia l life of the people, fixed 

weights and measures, prices of fowand rates and regulations 

of ltql>or and wages. It issued police regulations and l ooked 

atter the pea ce of ths community even having the right to in

terfere in the private affairs of the 1ndiTidual and wheG the 

welfare of the Community was concerned could abroga te old trad
and 

itions s anctioned by usagei preGedent. The development of the 

social intellectua l and cultural interests of the Community also 
, 

fell '1egi ta.matel7 under the Governing Boarda jurisdiction. 

The titles ascribed to the _heads of Jewish Commun-

ities in the cities referred to in the earlier p art of this 

article a re aignificant. In Rome ha · waa called Gerusiarch 

or Manhig or Paras or 
l 

Rosh Hakneses. In81c1ly he was designated Dienchele ~ 
z $ ..,,,...,00:,.._ISJ ___ ......,, _c...,..,...,..,.._.,,,.._:--~ 

or -
M*naaj.. · '1JJD keeper of the keys o~ the Synagogue. 

At Cologne the president of the Community was refered to aa 
2 

Judenbiachor • At Speyer the Archi Synagogue waa appointed by 

the Catholic bishop and was at the head of t he Community. 

The governing board was subject to the Dayan also 
3 

called •gakam" or Zaken who was usually appointed by the Nas i 

1. Chisf d is t rict Rabbi 
2. J ewi sh Bishop 
3 . ~ Elder 
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or Exil.arch :: nd the constituted the final authority on ritual
1 

.. ~iril an~J~li ti cal questions. He decided in money matte,rs un-

aided but in coI!umlnal cases wis assieted by a 

Beth-DiJJ composed of three scholars of vote who were usually 

elcted for life t hus insuring their integrity, impartiality and 

respect. They did not draw a salary excepting when devoting 

9 • 

their full time to the affairs of the Community. Their juris

diction was over a 11 civil ritual, religious and poli t.1,~~l,, _, ,. .. "'- "-
' -

matters. The other officials of the community were the itl~ n•711 

messenger of Synagogue who was the leader in prayer and who wae 

usually an unsalaried official, the -" : :· · •i 1 P:) or Read.er of 
1 

the Biblical portion of the week at services - the to1irno 

1i1 o was entitled to compensation. In order to insure the re·-

quisite Quoruim or Nanyan for the service.ten men called Bat-

lanim who received a regular salary to attend. Other Minor 

otti cials were the Shulkl·epfer generally identified with :the 
2 · as 

tuCl' he is known: in the Talmud" the one who blew the 
3 

Shotar at the beginning of the Sabbath~ Still later he is called 
, II 

•n'1·J~1 n11tpD ''synagogue.Kno<Urer who crying "In 

Schul herein" ·knocked at the window every morning except on 

ninth of Ab. The llDll al...'1h aeted as public crier in Synagog 

1nv.tted to the fest1vit1af 1ealled together the Council, aeted 

a ba.ili ff of the court I • i n •:I L'Dl1 arranged for Minyan etc. 

The community elections took place in various 

eountries at vat"ious times but generally between PassoveH' and 
l. Dragoman 
2. Sexton 
3 • . Yer. Bezah 63 a 
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and Succoth. 

A Community consisting of ~ore than ten membere was 

obliged to organize itself as a synagogal community and hact to 

secure a synagogue the judicial religious and educational and 

social affiars of which were in the hands of a Committee elected 

~rom the members of the GoYerning board. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

The school like the synagogue was a communal ratherthan 

a private and congregational institution under the supervision of 

the Community which appointed the teachers called variously 

l(ptJ• •ipo DtptJ•n io~o tUE>'1D i1>tD Their sa lary was paid 

by the parents of the children of school age, when they could 

afford it, but in all cases the income was generally so small 

that tbe Community out.of it~ publ~etreasury contributed an ad-
1. 

/a-1 tion as np,'1 No one who was unmarried or under 

forty was ever appointed as Kaacher. When the e:ho~l registered 

forty or more the community appointed and paid for an assistant 
1 

tea ch er .called Ml::> 1 i 11 • ::> • A second assistant was added when 

the sehool grew to fifty pupils - illustrating thei.r almost 

modern belief that claaeesshould be smal1 if the best teaching 

is to be done. The private teachers were allowed - a father was 

expected to send his ehild to the neighborhood school and could 
such a 

not send him to any other school if /~nm~school ex-..., 

isted. .The interesting custom of erecting the school house 

adjoining the synagog grew up quite early - the school being 

eonsidered as vital as the synagog. 

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS 

The management of so important a Communal function 
-1-._,,,.R-e~l~i-e~f~~~~ 
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was in the hands of a Special Relief Committee, the Chairman of 
l 

which was ca lled a Gabbai Zdokoh • This Committee was generally 

chosen from the membership of the Board. The mere management 
the 

in vol vitl;gno direct responsi bi 11 ty was entrusted in/hands of one 

man - the levying of contributions from which women, orphans and 

the poor were exempt, was in the hands of two persons working to

gether who had the right to fine delinquents. The distribution 

of Relief however was in the hands of at least tlu!lee people - who 

had to dewide on the amount and recipient of relief. Thei antece-

dents of those appointed to this office had to be irreproa chable 

and for this reason was often kept hereditary. Jewish Charity 

was not 5ectarian in its application - needy non jews as well 

as Jews were to be assisted - but those who pers isted in public 

begging were discouraged by the Relief Committee thru receiving 

very little. On specia l festival occasions like Purim on which 
P. 3 

the giving of Charity was considered a special Mi tzo~1 t he 
the 

poor received additional gifts. The Synagogue wa s also/~ Uenter 
who . 

ot Charity deetribution. Orph::ins/were to be cared for by their 

'guardians ~~~ in cases where there were none the local 

boarded them out and paid for their suppor·t. 

FUNDS 

Irregular or special Communal taxes to meet emer

gencies were levied only on those who could best afford it, The 

1. miairman of Relief 
2. ~~·lt 1inJnn : .-.. _) P • : J.~ Tf 

3 • Obligation· I 



l 
funds were managed by a Treasurer who had to be a member of 

the governing body. 

THE BUDGET. 
I 

>' -· -·- included the fo.11~ i terns of expenses. ,, 
(1) For the synagogues and its services - to which 

the full citizens including orphans contributed, ('2) For educa

tional institutions such as the bu~lding of s·cl:ioolhouses and 

occasional relief 
two 

of teacher to which all members of more than 

12. 

/months standing 
2 

~a) the KUPPAH 

contributed. (3) To the poor funds consisting or 

supported by all members of more than one months 
3 

standing ( b) The T.amhue like our soup kitchen supported by those 

of more than three months standing and (c) the burial fund 

supported by those of more than nine months residence. (4) Of 

~r the public safety such as for walls, soldiers .welfare etc. 

to which all full citizens and land owners :lnd even orphans 

contributed - Talmudic scholars alone being exempt~d. (5) For 

the water works to which only those benefited contributed. 

The state's taxes were apportioned among the com

munities which in turn divided the assessment among their members. 

Only scholars were exempt from the poll tax whils the tax on 

real estate was paid entirely by property owners. 

MIDDLE AGES 

Until the XIII century , ___ .-however we have no 
4 

record of any Jewish poor house or hospitals, no orphanages for 

l. i)tJ d 
2. Weekly food distribution fun 
3. Daily di stri but ion of meals· • 
4. Israel Abraham's Jewish Life in The Middle Agee. 
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for the young, or almhouses for the aged. Unlike the ~hureh 

which permitted these institutions to become integral and sepa

rate the .Jli9wish eommunal institutions provided for everything that 
· did so without 

~he Church supplied but it~ specialization, without 

dellgating its duties to semi independent bodies. Thus while 
,,. -

the deaoo111 soon ceased to bs the general relieving officers of 
l 

the Church in eases of sickness and poverty, trheir Jl ewish 

proto type, th& Parnassim or lay directors of the synagog re

tained very wide functions thru out the Middle Ages. In the 

Middle Ages the different Communities developed their own customs 

and rules of governing their Communal . organizations which did not 

permit of centralization or the development of Ecclesiastical 

power of the Rabbis - tho some famous and learned Rabbis who had 

won world wide reputation left their impress on the practices of 
. "· 

several generations o'l" Jews the world over. Simon ben Zema tfh 

2 

Duran of Algiers was one of these Rabbi whose 12 gen~~s of ------
n~ ...,,,,, .\ 

T~kanoth issued in 1391 were widely accepted?npn ,n• an•~J Ot~~p· 
Role of Rabbi as Communal Leader. 

It is interesting to note as seen above that the 

influencs of the Rabbi called and later 

in European countries waned toward the end of the 1g century aa 

a Communal leader. ~ He did not have the power wielded by the 

Exilar.ch of Babylon or Naggtd of Egypt even as late as the XV 
\ 

century, he was independ~nt of the Communi~y as an unsalar1ed 

1. t h e monasteries revived some~1ing of the Jewish system in the 
eleventh century. 

2. Minhdg im 



official. In England before the ~xpulsion there was one 

"presbyter omnium Judaeor ~.?.1.J Angllae" appointed by the King 

generally for life. 

TAXES 

14. 

Tho however the Jews were jealous of the rights to 

manager their inner Communal affairs,their internal organization 

was largely affected by their relations to the external powers. 

Their entire organization indeed revolved on the pivot of the 

taxes. Wherever and whenever one casts his eye on the Jl ewish 

community of the Middle Agesthe ebsenver alwaye finds the Jews 

in the clutches ·or extorti°fa te tax eolleotora. The payment 

of the taxes were often o/'<ld with g~eat difficulty due to the 

exhorbitantly high rate of the levy. In Spain and England at 

about 1273 even ehildren or ten had to contribute and in the 

latter Country the Jews at times paid one twelfth of the royal 

revenuls. In Anjou the taxes were collected by a "sindicus et 

pr~ura t.o:r • an1·verei ta te.a: Judaeorum" _ • Where the J ewe formed 

one tenth of the population thP-y often paid 1/4 of the taxes 

more than one half being contributed fre quently by the wealthier 

members or the Community with the ~ncomitd.rt~ ~t result that the 

older Jewish anistoeraey of l8arning was replaced by an aris

tocraey of wealth. Graetz fixes the growth of an aristocracy 
l 

ot weal th among the Jews at the close of the ~!century. 

Howeveril find .recorded in Buechler's ' The Jewish 

community of Sepphoris in the Secon·-·d and Third Century the 

1. Gra tz History of Jews Eng . Trans. vol. V Ch. Vl. 
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the significant statement "In order to lighten their own share 
l 

of the taxes the wealthy land owners when apportioning their 

•burdens to each of the tax payers · put more than a fair share 

on the less wealthy inhabitants and even on the poor. The 
2 

Barai tha explicitly i•condeming them for their wrongdoing to the 

15. 

most wretched poor." Nobocty had the power to check the arbitrary 

allotment of the tax _and , whoever had the courage to offer 

resistance was threatened with !IJDllMlfX!5CDX denunciation by 'the 

Roman authorities who ~.upported .tht ,Jewish nobles ... ~ The preacher& 

alone had the eourage to denounce theirunjust dealings in the 

synagogue and openly called the 119al thy "men of the arm" i.e. of 

violence. They tried to relieve by their strong words the 
in 

burden of the poor, but succeeded only / incuring the hatred of 

the landowners and the other leaders of the eommunity" 

Thus we find synptoms of the tendency to supplant 

the intellectual leadership by that ot ll·., wealth as early aa the 

III century. 

The original eoIDDlunal organization of Jewry was 

thoroly demoo1ratic in character, the only aristocracy being one 

of merit and learning ~ not of property and wealth. This ia 
) 

clearly demons·trable py the following eomparison between the 

,4ivi~<>.nof classes in the fourteen and eighteen centuries. 

In the former period we read of a large number of Jews being 

at a festivity and the congregation is present in synagogue 

divided intc>' "Rabbi 9 , •cholars, students and leaseho l ders" 

(M. Minz Responsa , paragr agh 101 ) In Avignon in 1769 the 

d i ntG 3 grades . " the first grade includes 
community is divi ed d hi 
l. Who bad risen to political and social lea ers p. 
2. Neda rim 32a 



' 
persons possessed of 30,000 livrea, the eecond, persons 

possessed of 15,000 livres, the third persons posaeeeed of 

5, 000 11 vree • (Statutes of Avignon - Annuaire Etudee Jui vee 

1885 P l69)and none of leeaer wealth were admitted to office. 

l> • 

The democratic basie of the~ ewish communety system 

waa never of coure e GD.pl et ely destroyed and either the ordi

nary business men of .moderate property still had the real con

tral of affairs or a compromiee was reached in which wealth 

and numbers were equally diferred to an ideal assignment which ~; 
according to Iarael Abraham• in Jewish life in Kiddle Agee never 

( 
1\ 

worked without friction. / ' · 

The indirect effect of this system of taxation had 

i nduci bly reeul t ed in the g1 ving to the community a strong con-
-r--·---. 

tral over its individual members. The officers appointed by the 

congresation iteelf to levy the taxe$ must have gained intimate 

knowledge of each Jew's private affairs and property. Tpe taxee 

were of two kinda, those in.f!ict~_trom without and those levied 
, ; -~ .. -- .. ---

~... --·- -----., 
by the community itself for general or special purpose. 

It frequently happened that the civil governmeni 

would confiscate the funds contributed for internal Jewish Com

munal affairs as was the case in Rome which confi~cated the moni ee 

donated by J ewe of the Diaspora to the poor of the Holy land. 

The variety of te.xes impos~ed by Civil Govermmente 
~-

~ upon Jewish communities vary widely. In Portugal the Jews - ' 
under saricho II were mulcted of a Fleet tax a nd were r equired 

to •furnish an anchor a nd a new cable for every n ew 

ship f itted out by the cr own " (Xayserl ing Chri etoph er 
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Columbus P. 4) Thus the Jews also bore a large part in aiding 

Columbus' voyages both in money and men.The billeting of soldiers 

· in times of peace was a frequent imposition as was also the 

support of popular Roman sports. In England too the taxes were 

most galling. In Sp~in Jews had to pay for king's dinner - they 

also were subject to a eoronation t ax,to a meat, and bread tax, 

etc. etc. {Jacob,Spa in Introduction) In the Rhine states the 

tax collector stood by the sexton and stopped the burial till 

his fee of two florins wa s h anded to him {Lowenstein Geschichte 

der Juden in der Kurpfalz P 332) Germany indeed enjoyed the 

distinction of exacti~more fees on more occasions from Jews 

than any other mediaeval sta te. The Jewish poll tax lingered 
the · 

on tilll803 when it was abolished by/ payment of an indemnity. 

The Civil governmsnts imposed these taxes wholeeal~on the 

Community which had guarantee for the payment. The taxes 

therefore had to be apportioned by the Jewish community of

ficial on the individual families. For their own internal 

a:ffairs taxes were imposed on meat, wine, houses, golden and 

silver ornaments,jewels , wedding gifts, imports and exports 

(See Eskapa's Tekanoth in 
-.?" .... -~r-·--~\.~ 

Poland Russia and Hungary where this form of tax continued 

until very recently Communal officials such as Rabbi Oha~an 

and DU[ Shamas~ were paid from proceeds of such eollections 

and (Kibbudim) donations made at weddings and other :festivities. 

Amidst all this external interference the internal 

government of Jewries was l argely,even in Middle Ages , delegated 

to Jews themselves. one of the supreme duties of the aew in 

everu. age,but more especially at1~beginn1ng of the Crusade was 
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the obligation to keep Jewish affli/B)rs from the ordinary law ·· 
C9urts. This the Jews did by instituting the 'tBethDinJ /1 ~',/1rf"l 

or Jewish court of law; described above. (See 

famous Tekanah of R. Tam) Frequently the Jewish communities 

. by de lfga ted rights :from oi vi 1 government were e.vsi permitted 

to try Communal as well as Civil case in which Jews were in

valued as 11 tigari ts or malefactors. Xor· the informer 
~he 

( 

i100 the mediaevtl Jew ~a~ absolutely no mercy, and tho/death 

penalty wa s almost never handed down otherwise still upon him 

death was inflicted. However, according to good Jewish tradi

tion the execution was left in handa of Christian bailif:fs 

(see Lindo Jews in Spain P 150) "the bailiff shall execute 

the punishment meted out by Jewish law, and enforce the ~ s·entence 

" of our magistrates whether of condemnation or acquittal. The 

Jewish congregations fre~uently had their own prisons or at 

least separate rooms in public prisons, (See Ephraim B. Jacob 

a•,rf_!lj ft•i~J n~te Paragraph 83 in which it is decided that 

communal prison must have a Mezuzah affixed to it} were reserved 

for use of Jewish offenders - Jews also enjoyed special religious 

and eduoa~ional priveliges in the state prisons. 

Jews were also emp:nwered':1 to maintain disipline 

within their own communal borders. They inflicted corporal 

punishment and exacted fines but their most horribleinstu~ment 



of punishment was unfortunately a moral one - it was that of 

excommunication wh.1 ch assumed two forme - that of 1'l.A..A vt~1 •• L 
lasting only thirty days ,an:l other that of ''cherem'' lasting 

longer. This meant complete religious and social beyeott 

involving also the culprits family unless they renounced 

him - .in thi·s way the greatest mind in Israel, Spin~ .. a was 

driven f'rom the Jewish fold by the communal fanati e lead era 

of Amsterdam. 

TBKKANOT 

Compulsory adherenoe to, am enforcement of eom

munal regulations lay at the rootof Jewish mediaeval Communal 

organization. The entire oommunal life was regulated by what 

was lmown as the Te t kanot (ordinanees or enactments.) The 

Tel&anot was never drawn up without the local Rabbi's assent, 

indeed he was freguently the origi~ator of the new regulation. 

When 1 t had been pass eO. by the Chief of th enCommunit y the new 

law was proclaimed in synagogue on a wwek day after public 

notiee had been given, and it was held that unless a formal 

verbal protest was lodged with the authorities immediately, 

every 1ndi vidual fUlly subm1 tted to the general agreement., and 

became liable to the penal ties whieh w0uld· accrue in the svent 

of disobedience of the Tekkanot (see the compl•te account given 

at the end of Kolbo ed 1525). The penalties took on va rious 

forms !Ii.e. fines, public rebuke,deprivation of' the right t o 
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fill the high synagogue offices, flogging, imprisonment and 

excommunication. 

The Tekanot was enacted for a limited time 

generally 5 years after whicll time it fell into disuse, ihe 

the 12 Tekkanots of Simon Duran of Algiers issued in 1391 held 

for S>)e&rs • The Tekkanoth covered every aspect of Jewish 
of. 

life, i.e. enforcement of monogamy9 prohibition/shaving, 

forbigding the dragg~ng of a Jewish litigant into a Christian 

Civil Court, tax on meat 1 restraint on gambling promL:euoi s 

dancing between men and women, r~casting all laws of marriage 

and divorce, forbading t~e selling of wine to Mohamedans 

defining the dress and ornaments which a Jewess might wear, 

the food she and her family might eat, number of visitors a 

20. 

family might admit to theie home - punishment for using name of 

Deity except in prayer - stringent provision against Jews trying 

to make proselytes and forbading house to house begging - Reg-
, ...._--....A. 

the --· .~ 
ulation as to/election of- Rabbis and teachers and duties o:f 

Communal official etc. A large series of Tekanoth dealt with 

questions of rent. Rent was not to be raised except for im-

provements (see Abraham B. Mordecai ~_,:61 t ~ I ' t1 ~ ,, J ~ l J n"! 111 
'-........... 
--~ Tekkanotlm restrietion of foriegn immigration and emigration. 

the 
against asetating/poor of other communities to detriment o:f 

local poor. Tekkanot against raising prices of commodities 



for which there was an unusual demand. All Tekkannot 

on questions of social morality continued to be formulated 

until the present time in the v oluminous and remarkable 

Shailotqand Tshubath literature of the Rabbis. In fact the 

internal communal organization of the mediaeval Jeweies held 

nothing human to be beyong its token- the Community provided 

as does a well regulated and int~rested municipality in our 

21 

own country,all those institutions, facilities and opportunities 

which further the welfare physica l, moral and mental of its 

citizens 1.e. each Community owned all the instruments of Com

munal life. Foremost among these were the Synagogues and all 

its utensils - the school houses - libraries, lodges for 

waaking the dead, the. ritual bath houses, slaughter houses, 

lodging houses for travelers and wandering beggars with whem 

evet:tVJewish community was plagued frequently, the Beth Din -

the town hall - large halls for solemnization of marriages,a 

dance hall (this usually.in German and French Communities but 

not in Spain and East) bakehouses or ovens for Passover Mat~os 

and weekly "s~~al~t" and even cooking utensils for Communal 

dinners. 

Other Communal funds inclu:ied money for carrying 

on public~ worship and study and for philanthropic purposes -

funds for ~he use or/i~~eral body in dealing with the civil 

government for purpose of preventing the oppression~ or 



of iridlvidual Jews'1 In ·the G·hettos funds for the purpose of 

pavi.ng and cleaning the streets, bui"lding and repati!i ng the 

gates were raised when needed by taxes on households. The 

Communal property both real and personal might be bought and 

sold only thru the Kohol (Communal Council.) 

POLI~H COhWUNAL ORGANIZATION 

22 

The autono?I\Y - o f the Polish Je.wish communities 

were the most perfect of all those discmeeed above due to the 

faet tllat the Jews constttuti~ an historieal nationality with 
v·,\ 

an inner life of its -own were segregated by the government as 

a separate estate, and r ega rded as an independent social body, 

this as late as the sixteenth century and lasting over a 

perio' of a few hun:ired years. Tho forming an integral and 

very large percentage of the urban population the Jews were 

not officially included in any one of the general urban estates 

into which the Polish population wa:s divided, whose affairs were 

administered by the magistracy or trade guild unions,nor were 

they even subJect to the jurisdiction o~ the Christian law 

Courts as far as their internal affairs were concerned. They 

formed an entirely different and independent elaasof citizens 

and as such were in need of independent agencies of self govern

ment and jurisdiction. Renee the Jewish Community constituted 
I ' 

not only a national~ religbu1 and cultural but also a civil and 

politieal t!tntity._ They formedthemselves as a Jewish city within 

a Christian city with its separate forms of life,its own religious 
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administrations, Judicial and charitable institutions as did the 

others in Ancient and MediaeYal times. After the Magdeburg 

Laws which legalized the Christian urban estates in whieh 

the Germana constituted the preponduating element, the 

Jewish Kahal could not but be legalized. The Kings ot 

Poland, as "guardian of the J " ews were especially interested 

in hand.ng the Xahal properly organized since this alo~ in

aured the regular payment of Jewish taxes •. Moreover the 

state found it more convenient to deal with a well defined 

body of representatives than with the unorganized masses. 

As early as the period ot Royal "paleinat~ 
,-----

during reign of Sigismund I the king endeavored to extend 

his fatherly protection to the Jewish system of communal 

self government. His appointment in 1514 of Michaela Yose

tovi ch as the "Senior.• of the Lithuanian Jews with a Rabbi 

as expert •adviser" was designed to safeguard the interest9 . 

of the exehequer by concentrating the power in the hands of 

a tederati _,n ot kahals in· Li thuaniru.. On different occasions 

Sigismund I conf'irmed the " Sph:itrial judges" or rabbis 

(judicee spirituale doctores legis) elected· oy the Jews in 

different parts of Poland in their office. In 1518 he 

ratified at the request of the Jews of Posen t heir election& 

of two leading Rabbis, Moses and Mendel to t he posts ot 

provincial judges for all the communities ot great Polazn, 

bestowing upon the newly elected otflciala the right of in

structing and judging their co-religionists in accordance 



with the Jewish law. In 1541 the King ,pU!Jsuing the same 

policy~ of Centralization,confirmed the appointment of two 

chiet Rabbis over the whole province of little Poland. 

The paternalistic altitude of the king receded 
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as Jewish communal organization and leadership grew. The Magna 

Cha*~a of Jewish XJtXxM autonomy may be said to be represen-

ted by the Ch~ter of Sigismund Augustus issued on August 13, 

1551 which embodies the fundamental principles of selt govern

ment tor the Jewish Communities of Great Poland. According to 

this Charter "the Jews are entitled ~o elect by general 

agreement their own rabbis and "lawful judges", to take charge 

of their spiritual and social affairs. The Rabbis and judges 

elected in the manner are authorized to expound all questions 

of the religious ritual,to perform marriages anl grant divorces, 

to execute transfer of property and other acts of civil char

acter and to settle disputes between Jews in accordance with 

the Mosaic Law liuxta retum et morem · legis illoru.m. Mosaicae.) 

and the supplementary Jewish legislation. In conjunction with 

the kahal elders they are empowered to subject offenders 

against the law, to excommunication and other punishments 

eueh as the Jewish custom may prescribe; the kings inter

ference is solicited in case offender does not recan t - he 

may be put to death . The loeal officera of the king are 

i nformed to l end their assistance in carrying out the 

orders of the Rabbis and elclel"a" 



the 
Later edicts of / kings of Poland c onferred upon 

the electtive representatives of the Jewish communities ex

tensive autonomy in economic and administrative as well aa 

judicial affairs, while assuring its pract1eab111 ty by 

plaaing at its disposal the power of royal administration. 

In Poland the firm consolidation of the regime of Jewish 

government the kahal merged tw<:> concepts the 11 Community" 

the aggregate of local Jews on the one hand and on the other 

the "Communal administra tion" representing the totality ot all 

the Jswiah 1netitut1one of a given locality including the 

Ral>binati!. Beginning w1 th the sixteenth century the aGtivities 

of the kahala assumed larger and larger proportions. 

The Kahal 1'Darda in ~oland eontai ning a large 

pop~lation amounted to 40 members in smaller towna the 

nu.mber was limited to 10. They were elected annually during 

the Passover week. As. a rule the election proceeded in this 

unique fashion - a double graded system caused (a) the elec

tion by congregatibral ~te ot from 5 to 7 elector& (borerim) 

whe is in turn elected, aft·er taking an oath the Kahal Elders. 

The Elders were divided into two group•, ho G>r these the · 

Rashim and Tubim (the head• and optimaies) stood at the head 

or the administration ani were in general eharge of eommunal , 

affairs. They were followed by ~he- dayyanim or judges a nd 

gabbaim or direetors who managed the Synagoges as well as 

the ·a:1ucationa l and charitable inetitut ions. The Raehim 



and Tubim formed the nucleus of the kahal - 7 of them 

making a quorum. 

The scope of the kahals aetivities were aa broad 

as those discl,lssed earlier-·1.n this paper. 

'!!he capstone of this ?bole kahal organization 

were the so ealled Waads the conferenc&s of assembles of 

Rap bis and kahll leaders. 'Phese conferences composed of 

representatives from different co~ities were ealled to

gether in emergency cases and were regarded as the highest 

eourt of appeals in deciding knotty legal questions. i.e. 
of the · 

When a litigant appealed from decision /local rabbinal eourt 

or when new problems for which there were no par

allel in Rabbin1e law arose the settlement of or disputes 

between communities, etc. 

Beginning with the middle of ths sixteenth 

century these conferences met at the time of the great fairs 

when large numbers of people congrega ted from various plaees 

and litigants arrived in connection with their business 

atfaira. The Lublin fair was the chief meeting place.for 

her:e was the home or Rabbi Shalom Shakhna the Dean of Polish 

Rabbinism. These conferences beeame very f reQuent toward the 

end ot aixteenth century and tunetioned not merely in judicial 

but alao in legJ6lat·d:ve and administrative question& - here 

they deeided the l aws to govern the kahal e.leetione, f ixed 

the competency of Rabbis and judges, granted permission for 

26. 



publication o:f lx>oks - etc. etc. and occasionally these as

semblies endorsed by their author! ty the enaetmen ts o'f the 

Polish government. 

The Conferences were attended by Rabbis and Kahal 

representati, ves from the following provinces - preat Poland 

(the leading community being that of Posen) Little Poland 

(era.cow & Lue bl in) Red Russia I (Lemlrerg) Volhynia (Ost rag 

and Kremenetz) and Lithuania (Brest and Grodno) Originally 

the name of the Conference varied w 1th the number of proVinees 

represented in it, and 1 t waa designated a• the Council of' 

Three or Four or Five Lands. Subseq_uently when Lithuania 

withdrew from the Polish Kahal organization establishing 

a federation of its own and the four provinces of the Crown 

began to send their delegates regularly to these conferences 

the name of the assembly was ultimatly fixed as the 11 Council 

of the Four Lands" (Waad Arba Aratzoth) 

The Council was composed of about six leading . 

Rabl:;>is of Poland and of one delegate for each of the prinei

pal Kahals selected 'from among their elders - the number of 

the conferees altogether amounting to about 30. They met 

periodically once or twice a yea~ alternating between Lublin 

) It was the Congress or Sanhedrin and Yaroslav (Galicia • 

of Polish Jewry the guardian of their c1 vil and poli tieal 

rights. It frequently sent its Shtadlallim(representativee) 

Polish Capi tal and meeting place of the Diets 
to Warsaw the 

27. 



for purpose. of securing the ratification of special Jewish 
pri velig ea whieh had b · een violated frcm time to time by 

local authorites. 

But ita Ghief concern waa with the regulation of 

thtt inner life ,of all aspecte of' it,which concerned the Jew. 
The fb !lowing are a eample of the statutee laid down by the 
Waad and formulated in 1607 - 11 in mder to foster piety and 

commercial integrity among the Jewish prople they were or

dered to pay special attention to the oooervance of the 

dietary laws ,to refrain from adopting the Christian form of 

dres11,not to drink wine with Christians in pot houses in 

order not to be classed among the disreputable member of tha 

Community, to watch over the ehastity of women pirticulary in 

villages where Jewish families were isolated in the midst 

of the Christian population - and also to r.e-strain the ae

ti vi ti es of Jewish usurers and to regulate money eredi t in 

general. This firmly knit organization of communal inner 

self determination,democratieally,oonstructed from base to 

apex could not but foster among the Jews of Poland alJ(mos t 

until the time of the d·ivision of the P0lish Empire a eptrit 

of discipline and obedience to law. It had an educational 

effect on the Jewil!lh populaee which was left by the govern

ment t,o itself - and had no share in the common life of the 

country. It waa under tRi• reg1m• that the high water mark 

of R•bbinie lsarning was reached. 

From 1648-1658 Poland sulfered a general dis-

supplanted by privilege and 1ntigration where right wa• · 

28. 
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liberty by licenee due to the Rusaian and Swedish invasion• 

and of course the Jews bled, but the fact that during all this 

disturbance the Jews were able to hold their own aa an organ

ized social unit was principally due to that vast acheme of 

0ommunal self government which had become an intigral part of 

Polish Jewish life d ur1ng the preceeding period. Surrounded 

by enemies, ostraciaed by all other estates and social groups 

Polish Jewry guided by the instinct of self preservation en

deave~ed to close its ranks and gather sufficient inner strength 

to offer effective resistance to the hostile non-Jewish world. 

Tho the kahal admini strat1on became in l 7l9 ollgarchie in 

charaoter ,losing 1 ta original democratic attraotiveneas, it 

eontinued to wield it• influence till 1764 when it received 

a severe blow at the hands of the Polish government when the 

King ,Stanislav Augustus having framed a new constitution 

decided to charge fundamentally the system of Jewish taxa

tion :.. .. fixing --~ a uni.form Jewish head tax. For this reasons 

a general gegistration of the Jewish population waa ordered 

am tho the Kahal was to aet as agent to .remit the .taxes to 

the crown.its powers were shorn. In 1764 the Diet passed a 

resolution forbidding the holding of conventions of Distriet 

·Elders for the fixing or di11tributing of any tax eollectiona 

th .. ,a -~ •d the glorious career of the Polish whatsoever, w.. oi,..,.v 

Waadim. 



Modern Times. 

This leads us down to the period of fmancipation. 

- a period.. marking a great transition for the Jew. It 
I 
I . 

spelled pol1 tical, evil J social} an:i r eligioua freed<?m.Jfor 

him - he was no longer to be regarded as a member of an 

"'inferior race"but was t o be takan into the worlds fellow

ship on a par with all people in the great human family • 

The nations of Westenn Europe extended under the influence 

of ~he French Revolution and the Cosmopolitan tendendencies 

of the age,·, : ! the hadd of comradeship to the downtro4den 

"ghetttoite! Why should he not enter into this newer life -

he did. The motto which previously had been "every Jew is 

responsible for every other Jew"-"one for all and all for 

one.''now became every Jew (mant for bimself - But despite 

the Emaneipation,the State of Europe still continued to 

regulate the affairs of Jews differently from all other 

peoples; 8 epecially in those landa where there continued to 

be retained a ministy of Publie worship. 

FRANCE AND NETHERIANDS. 

The m<St lmporta:n t community organi za ti on in 

these atatea was the system of censistories establied by 

Napoleon 1 on March i7, 1808 which functioned in a modified 

form almost to our own day. 
The Consistory was anEc:lesiaetioal 

court, governing the congregations of 

of France. According to the original 

the twelve provinces 

.decree of Napoleon I 
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who convened the· Jewish Sanhedrim - every department con-

taining 2000 Jews might establish a c onsistory. Departments 

having less might combine · with others. Above these provinces 

there was a central consistory.. Every consistory consisted 
Rabbi 

of a grand Rabbi with an assistant/where possible and of 

three lay members, two of whom were residents of the town 

where the consistory sat. They were elected by twenty-four 

"notablesf who were nominatedA~e authorities. In order to 

become eligible for membership on the consistory an Israelite 

had to be 30 years of age and never have sUffered ~1nanc1al 

reverses i~bankruptcy,arxi not have practiced usury. 

The Central Consistory was compoased of three Grand Rabbis 

and two lay members. Every year one retired and the remain-

1ng members elected hl• successor. 

Napoleon demanded that the eonsistoriee should 

see to it that the resolution passed by the Assembly of 

Notables and eonfirmed by the Sanhedrim, should be enf erced 

by the Rabbis; that p-roper decorum should be maintained in 

the synagogue,that the Jews should take up mechanical trade• 

and that they dlould see to it that no o·ne evaded m111 tary· 

service. The Central consistory watched over the consistory 

of the various D t t 8 and had the right to appoint the epar men · 

· chisf Rabbis. 

1 t ry organizationa were to be found such Cons s o 

Of the •ineteenth century in Holla nd, 
at the beginning 



Belgium, Lwtemberg and Alsace Lo 1 
· rra ne • Then the laws 

governing the eonsistories were mooiri· ed in 1844, 1850, 

186:2, 1872, the latter date marki'ng the introduction of the 

system of universal suffrage in the elections of the con-

sistories. They functioned till ve~y 
L recently in ai1 these 

countries. Pari~ was th ~ e seat of the Grand Rabbi of France 

and the Central Consistory to which the twelve consisto:ties 

of France sent a delegate, The Consistory governed all ap

pects of Jewish communal life. 

GERMANY & PRUSSIA. 

All the states of Germany and Prussia had each 

its separate regulations for the governing of the Jewish 

eommunities; every Jew was obliged to become a member of the 

Jewish corr.munity thru affiliation with a Jewish congregation. 

This rule was only rec.ently modified so as to make 1 t possible 
~ R 

for some non religious Jews to declare themselves oonf'ession:eloe 

(1873). A typical instanee ofa well organized and effi

ciently managed German Jewish community in recen~ times was 

Berlin whose Constitution "Statut.f.u±"!':die JUd.ische Gemeinde 

in Berlin" (1902) is a model ~evealing the ability of the 

Jew to make an almost perfect adjustment to the environ

ment in which he resi~e-s without completely fusing or 

1 hb 8 The Berlin Jewish community assimlating with his ne g or • 

consists of a 11 the Jews in the city and environs. The 

by a directorate and a College of 
Community is represented 
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representatives elected by the different Jewish groups and 

institutions of the city, the l atter consisting of 21 members 

and 15 substitutes chosen every three years by a ballot of 

the whole community. The representative choose the directo

rate consisting of seven elders and three substitutes. The 

resolutions of the representatives are confirmed by the 

directorate. D:ifrerenees are decided by a special committee 

of the community or by the board of supervisors. Different 

branches of the administration such as Religiollfi 1 Philanthropic, 

Bd.ucational, Social and Economie affairs are in the hands of 

special commissions with a member of the directorate in the 

chair. The ministers, readers, teachers and all officials 

who per6orm communal functions are chosen by a 2/3 majority 

of the representatives. The simple German iorm of city and 

district organization of Kehillahs gaverise early to a 

Union of these communities to relate and bring in closer 

union the affairs of the different communities 1'XX 
later in 

A Union was formed in 1869 and/1883, the latter under the 

title • The central Verein Deutscher Bftrger Jftdischen 

Glaubens. 

AUSTRIA HUNGARY. 

Austria too represents varied forms of Jewish 

communal organization. The law of March 21, 1890 definitely 

regulated the Jewish communities ordering tha t every Jew 

f th Congregation of t h e district where 
become a member o e 
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he resides and granting the congregation the right to tax 

its members. The Kultus Gemeinde of Vienna is tthe best 

example of the communal organizations of the Jews of this 

Empire. The Community is ministered to by a board of 3 

members elected by the Jewish tax payers. The expenses of 

all Jewish Communal organizatiotEand institutions are de-

frayed by . assessments and fees. The assessments are levied 

on each Jew according to his means, the lowest sum being 
Aollars) 

10 ki'onen (2 I and the highest according to the s~atute 

12000 ki'onen per year, altho this is occasionally volun

tarily exceeded by individuals interested in the community. 

In 1903 communal taxes amounted to 1,058 ,809 kr01nen and 

were paid by 16,735 members. The total receipts of the 

community for the same year amounted to 2,243,449 kronen 

and total expenditures to 2,147,506 kronen, the latter 

being itemized as followsi 

Synagogue & ritual institutions 

Religious instructions &Schools 

Hospital 

Almshouse 

Charities 

Cemetery & burials 

Administration & miscellaneous 

kronen 
419,900 

260,235 

801,731 

145,716 

223,431 

332,364 

464,129 

Germany, France, Austria The communities of 
European countr~s eonduct a 

Hungary and other western 



a Jewish vital statisties bureau 
where are recorded the 

3ewish births, deaths, marrigaA, 
~ burials and general pop-

ulation of th ~ communities • . 

DENUARK 1 SWEDEN AND ITALY 

Tho containing a relatively small Jewish popu

lation all have their particular forms of Jewish communal 

organizations. 

RUSSIA AND ROUMANIA 

' Where Jewish persecutions and oppressions eon

tinued with characteristic Mediaeval barbarity and where the 

Jews did not until the World War enjoy the freedom of eiti

zenship and were shutup in ~ales and Ghettos, continued as 

was perfectly natural fur them ,their Kahals. The corruption and 

deterioration, moral and political which characterized the 

government of the state,however did not affect the high 

tone and sense of justice and equaly which have always 

characterized the internal government of Jewish affairs. 

Wilna and Warsaw, Bucharest and Yass\ and all the other 

Jewish cities of Russia and Roumania continued the ma1n

tainance of their inner ccmmunal life until the outbreak: of 

the war. 

TURKEY AND TiE ORIENT 

have been the only count ... ,.,es where Jews reside 

h h e continued to maintain the ancient 
in modern times whic av 

r 0 f the Old Mediaeval Jewish 
pilicial character and powe 



Kehilloth. Their h d 
ea ,Hakam,is a State official who acts 

as the of'ficial intermediary ~~ between the 

government and the Jewish community. 

ENGLAND AND AJIERICA 

The organization of Jewish life in these 

countries under democratic sovereignty have followed the 

apperception for Jewish communal inner life which the Jews 

of other countries practiced,with the one modification whieh 

is tremendously important,and that is,whereas in other 

counjries of Europe and the Orient communal organization 

was even after the so called Bmancipation forced upon the 
and 

Jew,in Republican England/ Democratic America the Jew 

voluntarily so arranged his inner life whether consciously 

or aubsonsciously that its study reveals on careful anal

ysis, all the elements and principles which entered into 

the organi za ti on of the old Kahals, .such are the Unions 

of Congregations, Federations of Charities, Fraternal 

organizations and the maintenance of a hoat ". of other 

communal institutions and norms of life which I trust 

our study of the history of the Jews of Cincinnati will 

To Sum Up our thesis it appears quite clearly reveal. 

that the apperception for communal living has been trans-

mitted as a matter of social heridity from one Jewish 

and that wherever the Jew is to be 
generation to another 

in nemocaatic or Autocratic states 
found today whether it be 



Jewish_ life is lived under som f e orm of Jewish communal 
organization. 

His problem being (a) how to adjust his 

group life to the law of' the state and th e economic, civic, 
social and cultural conditions of his 

envi~onment while 

(b) at the same time perpetuating and d eveloping the 

specific Jewish life values which have been handed down 

from the ages. 

With a clearer understanding of the constantly 

evolving and captivating conception of Democrary under which 

the world seems destined to be governed there will come to 

the Jews the world o'er a realizing sense of the need of 

continuing to reformulate and readjll!lt his sense of com

munal organization to the Democratic state and to develop 

a school of thought which shall make it possible for the 

Jew to grapple more successfuliy than did the many isms 

and movements such as Reform, Neo Orthodoxy, .JUlmJCXX. 

Conservation, Zionism, the decentralized nationalists 

parties,all of which arose after the period of Emaneipa• 

36. 

tion ,atd which had for their obj eet Q.nd desire ,th.e solving- of the 

Jewish problem of' survival whieh the new Freedom was be-

ginning seriously to threaten. 

It is to be hoped that the newer and more 

f democratic lands will prove 
recent attempts of the Jews o 

_ . in . !ans whereby the Jews of the Dias-
nonsu·cceserul./ formula tirg P 

a communal existence as an 1n
pora may continue to lead 

,, 
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tegral part of KK- a world embracing Internationalism. 
Jewish life in America must b t 1 e e eological - purposeful 
in o!Uer that it may survive d an thereby make its greatest 

eont•ibutions to the synthetie formative culture of 

American life. - It must do this or die. 
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The material contained in this chapter is 

based on the following books and articles which I have 

used freely. 

Die Organisation der jftdischen Ortsgemeinden in der 

talmudischen Zeit von Dr. M. Weinberg. Pages 588 - 604 -

639 - 660 - 673 - 692. 

Jewish Encyclopedia article on Community Organiza

tion of Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Times, also article 

on Council of Four Lands. 

Israel Abrahams Jewish life in Middle Ages. 
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1.a. Berlin, Vienna, Amsterdam, Salonica, Wilna, Warsaw, etc. 

Articles on Kehilloth and communities in Otzar 11eroel 
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Communal organization in Russia -
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ltung der Jftdischen gemeind·~n -! 

refer to Silberfast - verwa 

V
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Die Judische gemeinde in Vergangenheit eegenwart und Zukumft 

Simon Nascher, 1877. 

Die Matrik~;ftrhrung der Israeli ten in Oeatarred.hh nach den 

bestehenden staatlichen Vorschriften- J. Rosenfeld. 

Juedisches Gemeinde Jahrbuch, 1913. 

herausgegeben von der Zionistischen Vereinigung fur Deutschland. 

DeQrschrift der Colner Synagogen Gemeinde die gesetzliche 

~egelung des Judischen Gemeinde Wesens - 1874. 
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PIONEER JEWISH SETTLRMENTS IN 

THE UNI TED STATES. 
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CHAPTER II 

EARLY IMMIGRATION OF JEWS TO AMERICA. 

How came they here? What burst hate, · of Christian 

What persecution merciless and blind 

Drove o'er the sea - that desert desolate 

These Isbmaels and Haga.rs of mankind? 

They lived in narrow streets and lanes obscure 

Ghetto and Judenstrasse, in mirk and m:lire 

Ta.ugh t in the sc bo ol of patience to endure 

The life of anguish and the death of fire. 

- - -
In these beautifully poetic strophes .. the American 

poet Longfellow while strollipg musingly tbru the old Jew

ish cem~tery. at Newport cha.racterize:s the causes which lead 

to the coming of the Jews to the new world. It was the 

Jewish scholar Moses Kayserling of Buda-Pesth, Austrfa

Hungary in his remarkable work. Christopher Columbus and 

the partidipati on of the Jews in Spanish and Portugese Dis

coveries "(189~ tr~slated by Dr. Chas. Gross) who as a 

result of his own researches into the archives of the Iber-

nian Peninsular settled be:vond the shadow of a doubt that 

I I 
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Christopher Columbus bad among his crew in the three vessels 
which sailed from Palos Spain on August 3, 1492 members of 

the Jewish people• He has shown that a member of the sail

ing party known as Luis d ~ e J\OITes was a Jew or a Converso 

and also Rodrigo Sanchez, a relative of the royal treasurer 

of Argonian, Spain. Gabriel Sanchez was a Jew and accompanied 

the expedition as Veeder or Su~erintendent at the special 

request of Queen Isabella, and moreover that a sailor Alonse 

de la Calle the ship physician, 1i1:\estre Bernal, and the 

surgeon Marco were all of the Jewish race. It is further 

adduced that Luis de ~res aided Columbus in obtaining 

a knowledge of the newly discovered Guanahani or SanSalvador, 

the territories r6unid about, and their inhabitants. Rod.rigo 

Sanchez had the honor of seeing land immediateJ.y after it 

was espied by Radrigo de Triano and prior to the cry 

Tierra? Tierra! on the morning of October 12, 1492 • 

.Anoih~r claim also established is that of the 

great aid lent Columbus by Luis de Santangel his patron 

and benefactor who interceded for him with royalty and gave 

t o assist Columbus. Other Jews 
largely from his own purse . 

too contributed not a little to the support of the same enter

. d much value from the astronomical 
prise and Columbus derive 

. h d Jewish scholar Abraham Zacuto. 
tables of the distingu1s e 

. in his Intellectual Development 
Dr. John w. Draper, 



of Europe finds in c olumb ' 1 

us s diary 1iB statement "after 

the Spanish monarch had expelled all the Jews from their 
Kingdoms and lands · J in anuary, in that same month they 

commissioned me to d t un er ake the voyage to India with a 

prqerly equipped fl .eat." Kayserling has corrected, the 

error in the statement that it was the month of April rather 

than January, but the evidence is conclusive that it was · 

with Jewish assistance that .Ame·rica-0 s di ·u..c;N scovered, thereby 

giving the Jew a moral right to regard this new land as a 

haven where he could come seeking refuge from tyranny and 

oppression. It ms not, however, until the year 1548 or 

thereabouts tmt we learn of the settlement of Jews 1.n .Am-

ericai In that year a n~ber of Jews from Holland where 

they had fled after Spanish expulsion, availed themselves 

o.f the freedom and opportunity offexed by the Da. tch, who :then 

ruled Brazil, and proceeded to South America where they es

tablished themselves. This became th6 central point whence 

immigration directed its cou,rse, however, when in 1624 the 

Portugese came into power again in Brazil and thei:r oppression 

and intolerant hand began to be felt, e. paxty oft wenty-seven 

Jews in 1654 set sail from a port in the vicinity of B4iiia; 

bound .for mat was then called New .Amsterdam and mich is 

now New York City. 
This is tl:e first record of a Jewish 

. w the United States of .America. 
settlement in w'.bat is no 



Upon theiT arrival in N .,,_ 
ew ALuS te:rdam they met with the 

hos tility and preJ·ud· 
ice of Peter Stuy-vesant tne Dutmh 

Governor. 
He wrote to the Directors of the Iltch. West 

India Company who controlled N 
ew Amsterdam requ.e.sting."that 

none· of the Jewish nation be permitted to infest New Nether-
lands " • The re 1 th t :P Y a came back was wort'by of Holland. 

It is because of the historic value of tha letter that I give 

it here as it is reported in Daly's settlement of the Jews 

in North AmericaiP. 9,-26th of A;nril, 1655) 

"We should have liked to agree with your wishes and request 

that th~ new territories should not be further invaded by 

people of 1lll Jewish race, for . v.e forese.e from such immigration 

the same di fficul ti es which you fear, but after having furthe·r 

we:i:gged and considered the ma.t·ter, we lbbsave iil.a.t it would 

be unreasonable and unfair, especiall-y because of the consid

erable loss sustained by the Jews in the taking of Bra..zil and 

also because of the large amount of capital whi.ch they have 

invested in shares of this company. After maby consultations 

we have decided and ~esolved upon a certain petition made by 

. th t they shall have pe nni ssi on to sail 
said J?ortugese Jews• a · 

1 de and to live and remain th ere, 
and trade in New Nether an 

th sha. ll not be care ~urden t.Q_ the 
~rovided the poor among ~- -

C
·ommuni ty, but be supported by _their own 

company I or t 0 the ~UU.4 --

accordingly. (Documents 
nation~ / . You will govern yourselves 

History of the State of New York -
relating to the Colonial 

Vol. XlV 11315.) 
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The pr· · l inc1:p e herein ~nlied by th Di . ~~ e rectors of the 
Dutch West Indi~ Co.mpaey th was e same as that applied by the 

states of Euro:pe at tbat time t 0 the Jewish communities _ 

"they were to manage their own internal affairs and -not become 

a burden to the Government at large·." 

Tho the Company permitted the Jews to trade with and 

settle in New Netherlands, but a yea:r later they prohibited 

the Jews from building a synagogue and sonavhat later a.gain 

from holding public office or opening retail shops. The 

Jews had a champion in one of their own number, Asser Levy, 

who when he could n ot secure the desired privileges fran the 

provincial government, appealed to Holland and with success, 

it seems in maey instances. He was the first Jew to hold 

reaJ. estate in tbe New Netherlands. 
~-

Uhder British rule, tbe Jews in New Netherlands ca.tne 

to enjoy almost equal rights with the other inhabitants despite 

the antipathy that existed toward Jew and Catholic. 

The community at Newport, the most wartby and dig-

nified in colonial times, celebrated by Longfellow in hie 

pem "The Jewah Cemetery st Newport," owes its origin to the 

f P t er stuyvesan t toward the Jewish 
unfriendly attitude o e . 

some of them sought the kindlier 
arrivals in New Amsterdam. 

t Rhode Islan
d (1655) where Roger Williama exerted 

a mos:phere of 
... fl"YV' cbsolu te freedom of iJconscience ~ The 
hie influence v• "" 
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community prospered the 
re and attracted ma1117 i . 

f C ( 
....., mmigre.nts 

rom uracao 1690) from Spa· P 
in, ortugal and West Indies• 

(1750-1755) 

Before the Revolutio · nary War there were 200 
Jewish families in New York. Elsewhere in New England there 

was still no Jewish c anmunal life unt1· 1 the nine teen th 

centuiy' only a small number f J o ews settling here and there 

before 1800. 

There is a reference td the settlanent of a Jewish 

doctor "r-e Jewish Doctor" Jacob Lumbrozo in Maryland soon 

after the establishment of the Colony in 1634 tho irewish 

communal life in Maryland did not begin until a much later 

date. It ve.s in this colony that Jews suffered the greatest 

curtailment of the :ir civil and political rights. 

Jews settled in Pennsylvania ten years after its 

founding as a c olOD.7, (1682) tho the first Jewish settler of 

Philadelphia of whom there is a record was Jonas Aaron (1703.) 

The Jewish settlement in Georgia is 'linique. A few 

months after the arrival of Ogel thorpe with his band of 

colonists and irnmed iate J.y after the al lo 12nen t of public lands 

at Savannah. a London veesel unexpectedly brought f arty 

Jewish immigrants (July, 1733), who had. originally come from 

Lisbon. Ogelthorpe granted a number of them public land~ 

i al prospects were more a llur irg 
Because eommerc (;I< 

L. 



farther nor th a an a.ll , number of Jewish Colonists in 1742 
left Georgia most of th • • em settled · s . . in outh Carolina, and 
in 1750, a synagogue had b 

Others settled 
een c an:ple te d in Charlestown. 

in Virg · · h J..n.1a w ere a congregation was founded 
in"' 1791. 

The congregations existing in t 

up to 1825 were the following· 
Shea.reth Israel JO ao ·New York 

he United States 

Mikveh Israel 1744 Savannah G 
Beth Elohim 1750 Chaxlest~wna.s 0 
Yeshuath Israel 1763 Newport R '1 • • 
Shaaray Shomayim 1766 La.ncast~r ·Pa· 
Rodef Sholom 1780 Philadelphia, ··Pa. 
Mikveh Israel 1782 Philadelphia, Pa. 
Beth Sholom 1791 Richmond Va 
B' i I ' • na arael 1823 Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Jewish population of the United States owes its 

orig in to several mves o:f immigration more or less distinct. 

The first Jewish settlers were Sephardim, some of whom cpme 

directly from Portuga1, some indirectly after residence in 

either Holland, England, Brazil, 1he Dutch Colonies in South 

.lmerica or the French Colonies in the West Indies. However, 

Aahkenazi~ame to America much earlier than is canmonly sup

posed. The Rodef Sholom Congregation in Philadelphia which 

received its charter in 1802}lunt il a short time a.go was be

lieved to be the first German c ongr eg a ti on in America, but 

!here is au 1hor ity for the statement tba. t it was antidated 

by Ashkenazie congregations at Newport and Charlestown. 

7 
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CAUSESFOR JEWISH IMMIGRA_TION 
. TO AMERICA.!. 

The _:petty :persecutions to wh1· ch J -
· ews were subjected 

in Ge nnarw after 1730 resul t -ed in th . . 
e emigration of a large 

nrunber to America. chiefly to Georgia, New York and above all 

to Pennsylvania, from where some drifted out further west 

· via the Ohio River. 

German Jews v.ere to :be found in . .America as early 

as 1712 among the earlier settlers of New York and Philadelphia 

{see Gennan Jewish Fmigration to America - Kohler P 88) and 

the records show that they were pr aninent fax be-yonci their 

~umbers in this earlier :period. Of the German Jews who came 

to .America before the close of our Re-volutionary War we may 

well say that they were above the average in intelligence, 

and this accounts in a measure far their success. They 

j cine a. the shules of the ~ephardie Jews for purposes of 

worship, tho socially they remained pretty much aloof fran each 

other. 
~ · t P l'sh Jews came to America ~in consequence 

The :i:irs o 1 

ff 
· s prevailing a.f~er the partition 

Of the unhappy state of a air 

t the Revolutionary war held 
Of Poland 1~72. America, sf er 

. 
1

. gious and political liberty as 
out alluring :pr.ospects of re 1 

. 

. . to the liarrassed Polish Jew, 
well as economic opportunitJ . 

f immigration was started 
ana. after 1783-. a fresh stream o 

· t 0 America via London, 
and Poland 

Wltch came fran G~rmanY 

i 

l 

~ 

! 



England, which served as a way 
station on the road to new 

opportunities in new worlds. Fr t . 
. om hat time on there was a 

steady flow of Jews to America. fr G . 
om ermai:w, principally from 

Bavaria, the Rhine provinces am Als L · 
ace orra1ne. This wave 

of German Jewish immigration was heaviest betwee~ 1848 and 1850 

(after the 1848 Revolution) during which period the general. 

German immigr~tio~ to . the United States assumed its greatest 

propo:ttione. By 1890 German Jewish emigration had ceased 

to be an important factor• and those German Jews who had 

settled here proved like their predecessors, to ~ossessof a 

genius for adaptation and adjustment to the new conditions. 

By 1870 mo st of them had already "founi, themselves in America." 

The most marked Jewish immigration in the last 35 years since 

1882 to the United Sta~es was from Russia, Roumania, Austria-

Hungary and in the last 15 years also from the Orient. 

The chief cause of ttie tremendous wave of Jewish 

immigration fran Russia starting with 1882 were the May 

. 1 8 of w.hich pad as follows: "As a laws. the main c ause 

temporary measure and until a general revision is made of 

t1-u are forbidden to settle 
the legal status of the Jews, .,,,,~ 

towns a-~ townlets (boroughs) an exception 
anew outside of UL 

f ·sting Jewish agricultural 
being made only in "the case 0 ex:i 

colonies. 

(2) Until further 

sale and mortgage in the 

th execution of deeds of orders e 

f Jews is forbidden as 
name o 

well 

'f 



as . t he registration of Jews as. lessees of real 
es ta. t e s it -

aated outside of t <:YT ns and townlets and als o 
the issuing to 

Jews of powers of stewardship t 
1 

or a torney to manage and di s-
pose of such rea l property. 

The May laws may be regarded as a n extension of the gen-

eral principle underlying the creation of tlie Pale. 

As a result of the execution of the law,Jews ~Q]lj=t were 

forbidden free moaement even within the Pale - t heir contact 

with peasantry - their source of economie income was cut off -

and debariue them from utilzation of land for industrial, 

COJJlTOO roial and a gnicul tu.re purposes - a senies of wholesa le 

ezpulosion from the villagers into the towns of· the Pale be

gn.n on 1he ground of illegal residi vee • 

The Pogroms of 1881- 82 which extended in the course 

of one year over 160 pleaces in Southern Russia also served 

notice onthe Jew that he woul d be tolera:.;ed no longer in 

Russia and since this year 1881-2 the Jews have imigrated 

t o the United States until the out
in ever gro-::dng numbers 

br.eax of the world war • 
Th§ the "Curve of Jewish 1mmi grationn 

. from year to year it has 
has its high and low points varying 

to date Jew refugees even percolating into 
e"len / ueen steady. some , 

and via the Pacifi~ . Coast. 
the United States over Siberia, 

s olitical, economio and 
Similar repressive IJE;asure P ~ 

invogue . re nlSO characteri41C Of 
/:

.¥JF..n1 • Russia we ~ religious as those _,. in ·· 
·cia to their Jewish subjects 

jhe attitude of Rownania ·and Gali 
. tion to United States from 

i h immigsa. 
~ Samuel Josephs Jew 6 

1881-191~ P. 60. 

/D 



and al-tho the waves of B:ewish immigrati· ·
0
n from 

the latter two 
countries started later than t· t f 

· na rom Ru~sia, Galician and 

Roumanian immigration had been very heavy and steady up to 

outbTeak ofworld War. F 1881 ram · - 1910 there arrived in the 

United States from Russia 1119059 Jewish emigrants _ From 

Roumania 67059 and from Austria Hungary 281150 making a total 

influx of Jewish emigrants to the United States from 1881-1910 

0 f l , 56 2 , 8 00 • 

It should here also be noted that students of the problem 

of immigration have deduced that -eatlJewish immigration rev,eals 

some very decided tendencies that are quite different and 

distinct when compared to the general immigration movement. 

Some of the principal characteristics of Jewish immigration 

to the United States a.re as follows. 

1. Tnat Jewish immigration consists essentially of per-

manent settlers 

2. t w.hl.. oh is shown by the oomIt is a family mo~emen 
. f men and children paritively large proportion o wo 

t i .s the smallest of any as com-
3. Its return movemen 

i~migra.tion and the number of total 
PB.red both with the large u~ 

emigrants 

4. 
e distinguished by a larger 

The J ewis,h em,ig~a.nts a.r 
of skilled laborers 

r 1 absolute number e ative proportion and 
1. 

~an any other emigrant people ·:. · 

1. 
ibid P. 152 
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Dr. Joseph in summing up his concl · 
us1one concerning the char-

acteristics of the Jewish immigration since 1881 has this to 

say. 

"Of all the features of the historic movement of the Jews 

from Eastern Europe to the United States not the least int~rest-

ing is their passing from civilizations whose bonds with their 

mediaeval past are still strong to a civilization which began 

its course unhampered by tradition and unyoked to the forms.~ 

and ins ti tut ions of t~ ast. The contrast betwwen the broad 

freedom of this democrocy and the intolerable despotism from 

whose yoke most of them fled has given them a sense of appre

ciation of American political and social institution that is 

felt in every movement of their mental life" 

It should also be noted here that tho there exis t al

most no reliable statisties coneerning the early waves af Jew-

t I.e. the lephardie, Polish, ish immigration to this coun ry, 

that the characteristics of perGerrnan •it is safe to assume 
t of them - tho they nia.ncy, and family immigration were rue 

differed in the following respects. 

11·terate and 2. were not composed 
1. They were more 

11 merchants and peddlars. 
of skilled art isans being rather sma 

tbeir specific contribution to 
Tm·t the Jews have ma.de 

0 itural and Industrial as
the political, Civic, Economic, u 

. l Jrnown as to be even unnec
Pecta of American life ~~ so wel 

es~ary of comment. 

How have the 
ld of "freedom of 

in this new wor 
Jews •h i oain group life and Jo! e r . 

~Portunity" preserved 
and developed thei~ 

~•¥ historical analysis show in o~ etoric to 
tln values.This we shall try 



of the life of the Jews in Ci ncinnati 
' a typical American City 

with a fairly large Jewish population. 

It is important however before proceeding to do this to 

analyse the specific social forces which mve expr essed 

tbe.mselves from the earld:est· settlement of Jews in t he country. 

The Jews have alwaue· represented a complex heterageneous 

social group in which many distinct groupings were and are 

di scernable however with no hard and fast lines of demarcation 
been 

bet?Te en the groups - the tendency have/ r a ther for gr oups to 

merge into and overlap one another. Tho we shall endeavor 

for reasons of elarity to analyse these groups it must al

ways be remembered tha.t like all other social groups the 

nn.sses of J ewe do not 11 ve as a result of cone·cious planning 

or thinking _ they tend to drift, their lives being subje ct 

to all the forces of social imitation and assumilation so 

characteristic of other groups. . . 
forces and fact ors of Jewish Astudy of t he heterogeneous 

li~e ~rt America today will of necessity show a much more 
than did thef:Brces and parties 

elaborate and complex ~exture 
. America _ for the early Jew

among the early Jewish ~ettlers in 

Unl
· ted States were composed of a more 

ish settlements in tbe 
is true today. 

homagen0ous set of people than 
largely Sephardim or Portugese 

The early settlers being 
ttere 
~l all about on 

mio level and all fol-
t he same econo 

i 
of peddling later 

callings • 0
• lowed more or less the same 

develop/ir~to small mercbB.Ilta.»Y 
religions connections they 

/~ 



were all strictly orthodex in the · d . 
ir aily observances and ad-

her .ed · to the ~e r.h.a.rdic ii..inhag o-f' p:ra -
~. yer and orde:r of di vine 

sewvices- their Syna e ogs were patterned after the old Sephardic 

synagogue of Euror;e - 11xample of Which are still to be found 

today in the Shearith It-ra?. l 6ongregation of New York a.nd/~~~ 

Sephardic Congreg~tions in Newport, Charletown and :Philadelphia. 

\Vhen the German and Polish Jews came here in great numbers 

in the early thirties, forties.fifties and sixties of the last 

century they carried along ·.~1 ith them their orthodox rroide of 

life .. whiah differed however from the old Portugese settlers 

in that the German Jews observed the ~inhag Asrkeanaz in their 

service ritual,~ho both were strictly orthodox Jews adhering 

to the laws of the Shulchan Aruch. By the time the German 

and Polish Jews arrived and settled, the fortugese Sephardu.m 

had become quite accli ID3.ted to their new environment and 

had · t ddl · V>. a and taken to small stores which given up coun ry pe i~.:.o 

th ir b · 11ty native shrewdness to drive grew in proportion to e; a i • ' · 

f the communities in which 
a close bargain and opportunity 0 

Permitted the German & Polish Jews 
they dwelt. This fact 

ti in the footsteps 
to follow both by tradition and imita on 

of their Portugese prototypes. 
\ . d"fferences in Economic ssation as 

However due to these i 
- ies of nativity the Sephardic 

Well as differences in countr 
the social sup~~to~~ of the German 

Jews regarded themselves a.s bb d "Polanders" 
d together and du e 

~nd Polish Jews whom they iumpe · 

It! 

r 
11 



which term when Bpplied by "them carried the 
meaning o:r oppro-

brium and scorn. Besides they regarded their synagog and prayer-

book ritual as more rigidly or t hodox and hence superfuors to 

recently arrived brethrens. 

James Picciot"to himself of Sephardic origin SRYS 

comparing the Portugese ::-: nd Ge1'.IDan types in his Sketches of 

Anglo J ewish History P 2 . "The o:i..·igina.l emi grants in·to England and 

America. f rom Germany and Poland were undoubtedly placed at a 

great di sad v antage ns r ege.rds the Spanish nnd Portugese settlers. 

These l~~ tter were u s u r: lly men 0 1· polished manners or old aristo-

cratic line~g~; the former were uncouth illiterate, narrow 

mi nded and uoor ." }!1 or a. long time prejudice againS't them linge:r-.. 
ed in the breast of the pure Sephardi even after the traits that 

hnd inspired this ungenerous feeling had ceased to exis t. A 

Sephardi -:·ould no more give his daughter in marriage to one of 

h th·,·•'Yl a Br"'.hmin would have affianced a is Ashkenazi brethren -~ 0 

dusky child or his to a Sud.rah . 

In time the Germilll and 

affluent and their numbers increased. 

Polish Jews became more 

The saphardic Jewish 

h d by· new inc ements of 
Po 1 d S+cti· c, untefres e pu ation remaine v~ 

. . lowl y br@ke do1'7!1 . 
im~igretion - ~he preJudice s 

th o:t the German Jews' Is~ael 
Describing the grow 

11or wno published in 186~ 

1.{' 

J n Jewish trave 
oseph Benjami n, a Germa 1 

1
·n Amerlca" says, "They brought a ong 

t "D i Jahre a wo volume v.roTk on re 



however as staff and support over 
unpromising beginnings. op-

timism, pjoined with sound common sense trust in God and a 

besides indefategable industry ready arm and 1nexhaustable per-

severance t oget her with those peculiarly Jewish traits economy 

a.nd sobrei ty" 

In the evalution of the German Jew there must be called 

to mind too fact t.ti.at many of those who came from the Rhine 

regions had been influenced by the currents of religions re

formd and' the denationalizing tendencies of the Emancipa

tion, and hence they pos sessed the requisite appercepti on for the 

enlargement and development of Reform Judaism in this country, 

eepe·cially since Reforms in Juda.ism IllB.de it possible for the 

German Jews to adjust more readily to the economical,and poli 

tical as well as social conditions of t.beir Jewish environment 
we must add to this 
~the fact the. t most of these recant arrivals were young 

people who had t .asted 8 little of the modern education at home 

and who ll!"d not yet become immured to the formalisms and legal

ism of current Orthodoxy. The growing nwnber of American born 

Young as well as the heterogeneous character of the early sy

composed of :Portugesa, Eng-lish 

Alsc•a t ia.n Jews 
nogogal membership frequently 
h. h · a~ ~~tch, German Polish Hungarian, Bo emien 
- ' ' . s deve loprre nt and 
aii Of whom repres ented a variety of religiou 

t modes of worship who yet 
social cultur~ accustomed to differen 

th se elements 
h same synagogue ' e 

aa.. to ai t side by side in the 
conduiceive to the pro-

Wa~e alt too di· scordant to be · ogether 

I I.,, I 



motion of unanemity of r li · e gious sentiment or the q-evelopment 

of socialbility amo\i.ng the members. A 11 these conditions plus 

the growing economic affluence of the German J - ferti·le 
evolution ews ~ere 

ground fnrthe ~ of Reform Judaism in America. 

With the coming of the Rumsian, Roumanian, Galifian, Or

ental Jews to this country since 1881 there have developed a 

multiplication of Jewish parties and movements that al.most 

phase the imagination. Tho the :lfonjew still regards the Jews 

as a homogeneous social group - there is a vast heterogenerty 

in side of Jewish life that seems to be ever growing - this 
its 

growth takes/roots in the self consci-.ousness of the Jew in 

the attempts of different groups representing a varying degree 

of wealth, social position residence in the United States coming 

from different countries where they were subject to the most 

diverse forms of social cultural, political and economic in-

fuluences. Each group in its own way endeavoring to cope with 

the problem of adjusti~@ the Jew to a rapidly changing back 

ground. All the parties, groupings and movements represented 

in American Jewish life today whether transported to our shores 

from foreign land or concieved of here take their source in 

this imtinctive desire to make Jewish life, selfconscious , 

ot Jewi·sh group survi~&l under the stimulating yet all are attempts Q 

1 Of the Democratic State. eveling influences 

_,-
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PART ms, MOVEMEllTS· AND SOCIAL FORCES 

~N PRESENT DAY AMERICAN JEWtRY. 

The fundamental difference arising. amoMg Jews 
w in America 

today proceeds from their attitudes of mind in .regard to the 

best means of Jewish self preservation. 
It reveals itself 

best in the variety o~ group aff.i:).iationa which Jews affect along 

religious, fraternal educational, cultural, philanthropic, 

recreational, social and even economic lines. It is to be 

seen in the large and saall cities in the greganous tendencies 

of Jews to live in close proximity to one another all this in 

spite of the fact that the Jew interacts freely and fully in 

every aste cts of the gene:ral American life of his non-Jewish 

neighbors of which he considers himself an integral part. 

Roughly speaking the Jews of America can be divided into two 

great classes ; A} those that wish to make every effort to con

tinue to remain Jews; .B) those who feel the task ~i ther hope

less or unnecessary and -undesireable and who wish t o cease to be 

Jews and become swallowed up .or merged in the life of their 

neighbors. 

. ilable in regard to the rela-~ho there are no statistics sva 

tive Proportion in each group above desc.ribedJ 1 t us.y safely be 

foims and varieties of Said; tha. t j udging from the n~arous 
J . M" which the American Jews have ew1ah organized self expre•0 n · 

a hopeless minority. · 
articulated ·- the first group is in 

a~ Judaism disa.npea.r is 
T t 00 Jews .uu. -he group which wishes to see 

l ~ 



further 
also to be/ ana.lyzwd into two divisions; a) those who wish to 
make .the transition from the Rewish to the 

Non Jewish m~de of 
living and thinking rapidly and in the course of t heir own life 
time and B) those h f 1 t w 0 ee hat this process of a ssemilation 
and fusion must be gradual; 

The first group of Jews in this country who desire an imO 

mediate fusion proceed by cutting the·mselves off in every way frcm 

Jewish group life, and as individuals to seek affilation with 

Non-jewish gDoups be they religious, social, or cultural. Inter 

marriage is the shortest and safest fo:rm that these individuals 

take. 

The second group mentioned under this category realizing 

the social dangers, physical impossibility, and undesirability 

to American life and culture which would result from an imme-

diate fusion do not proceed rapidly. T~ey remain affiliated 

members of Jewish group life,particupating more especially in the 

philanthropic and sooial reform movements as they affect the Jew -

With the intention of preve nting the Jews from falling below the 

level of self respect and self support and thereby oheoking · 

a slum tendency to develope among their people. They stt pport 

readily the insitutions dealing with the abnormal phase of the 

Jew such as hospitals, homes for aged1 Chari•1es, settlements, 

delinquency vocational and trade education helping the Jewish 

sick, orphan and criminal . ....-t Believing ·aS they do in the ulti

mate fusion of all religious and ethnic gourpa of which America 



is now composed in 
the great Melting Pot which 

and in the ultimnte 
is seething here 

crentionof h · ' a omogeneous American nation, er 

they do not a f :{iliate nor support 
~he normal, co~structive phase 

of Jewish life su h H c as . eligious r..nd Edugational and Cultural 

insti·tul~ions. Members o~ this group f requently prompted in 

their philanthropic a ctivities b ~r family tradition, .pride, or 

thru imitation or the non-Jews who support simtlar phases of 

work. Even when affila ted wi t h the Temples they are lukewarm 

members motivated in this affiliation by family inheritance or 

tradition. 

In contra distinction to the above groups there 

are the living messes ot· the living Jewi sh people who prompted 

by a n:- tural,almost instinctive ~ill to live, do all in the i r 

pov.rer to perpetuate Jewish life and its values in America. 

They prodeed frin the philosophy that the Democratic State not 

only permits but al8o regards favor~bly the preservation or what 

is best in the hi s~ory, re_ligion, culture r.nd tradition a.f each 

ethnic group th~t is self-conscious Hnd -wishes to con-c inue living 

as a part or our ArneTiC E'-11 People. Each group is desireous or· making 

~ specific contri bu ti on to t he syn·the-cic cul tnre o:t America.. 

This i1i is believed can be best accomplished l?Y ea.eh r eligious 

or ethnic group adjusting itself to -che factors in the environment, 

and thr u learning to unders~and which elements they all share in 

common with one ano1iher , so as to better cooperate along these 

lines, and to also develop mutual sympathy, respect, and toler~ ~ 

atiom for each other in those 



in 
elements/.which each group_ is different from the other and which 

each consider 
difference they/vital and w~~ desire to develop in order 

to preserve their :nvn identity Pit>vided in the perpetuation and 

development o:f the differences one group does not interfere with 

the rights of the other group to do likewise. This newer phil-

osophy of racial social a.mmilation in America. is in the ma.king 

and has been set forth thus far by the following thinkers 

and writers~ 

John Dewey principles of Nationality, Menorah Journal 

September 1917; 

H. M. Kallen 

Feb. 1915; 

t 
Democracy versus the MeltirgPot, nation 

B ., T ne National America,Atlantic Monthly. R. S• ourne,A ra 

July 1916, also in Menorah Journal, Dao. 1916 ; 

1 Oct 1915 The Jews and American 
Norman Hapgood Menorah Journa ; • ' . 

' Democracy. American Journal 
Alfr·ed Zimmern , In Future of America; 

of Socialogy 1912; 
the Demoeratic 

A. V-r sion of New York ae 
Felix Adler, • 

Metropolis, 1916; 

Gl.·ve the Emigrant a Chance; 
J. Collier, ) 

I titut~,Jan· 1914; -
(Report of Peoples ns i anJsm . ddresse.son Amer c 

Iiane in his a. 
And recently by secretary it Center Movements 

a Commun Y 
A-~ric~~ization an and in the newer ~ ~ 

hilOSOPhY• 
Which emphasise this newer P 1 America-Menorah 

d Trsnsnationa 
Th Jews an 

Randolph Bournes- e 1916· 
Journal, Dec. in the Modern World-!emorah 

tionali ty 
Alfred E. Zimmerman-Na 1918. 

Journal' Aug• 



Among this group the Jews of America d1·v1·de 
into three divi-

sions - all differing as to the questi.·on "What 
to Preserve?" 

A) Those who regard the preser t· va ion of the Jew in America and 

Draspora to be possible along religious and cultura~ lines ~ -C. 

manly and B) those who assert that the Jews of the Draspora are 

doomed to complete assimulation and only in Palestine developed 

as a Jewish autonmous homeland can the Jew and Judaism be saved 

for himself and the world, C) Those who believe that the Jew is 

destined to perpetuate himself in all parts of the world, Pales-

ine included but that this development should proceed along 

national ethnic political and cultural lines rather than limit 

itself to Dl'3rely the religious and cultural phases. 
-J_ 

There is .of course much overlapping a duplication to be 

found in the analyses above given.fhis is due rather to the 

character or· the phenomena.a that we are studying than to the 

analytical method of this discussion, Qualitative psychical 

data that~ constantly evolving can not be rigidly analysed. 

1 t he Orthodox Reform 
To the first group i.e. Religionist be ong 

d i to the second group 
a d C · in American Ju a. sm; n onservative w1ngs 

' I. 

the Poale Zion, 
the Zionists and Hebraists; to t 00 third group 

H b ists and Deoentralized Nationalism 
the Bu.ndis ts the Yiddishists, and e ra ' 

' b 6rthodox, Reform or Con-
The Religionists whether they e 

ation of the Jews as a 
se 1· t i· s the prescrv rvative agree that 

of Priests and a Holy Nation. 
l'eligi oua body, as a Kingdom 



towards which the Jews should set their face. They emnhasise · 

those forms and expressions of Jewish ii·fe ...t. iAh vu! ~ are intimately· re-

Je. ted with; and grow out o\. the Temple and Synagogue and with 

the religious tradition and ritual of Jewish home and commun

ity. To follow this tendency out to its logreal conclusions 

VPUld mean to concieve of the Jewish as a religious denomination like 
m to 

the Christians or Mohameda.ns or Budhists and/ further subdiviO.e. 

them into groupings like Catholics. Protestants, Baptists and 

Episcopalea.ns. 

The extreme tendency in Reform Judaism is to regard the Jews 

of America for example as a religious denomination different 

in this respect alonf· from the other people and alike in all 

other respects, nationally, cro.lturally and socially . 

The y would however ad.mi t the.t the Jews a.re descended from a 

different race and are opposed to intermarriage. 

It would take us to far afield to di.scuss the historic 

conditions and cause which ga.verise to all these movements. 

We shall merely outli~e the specific doctrines of the groups. 

1 

REFORMS JUDAISM 

THEORATICAL ASPECT 

Jews a.re a. religious scet not a na.tion 

2 Mission theory 
bl and divinely ordained 

3 Dispersion - des~rea e 
4 Emph.e.eize the umliverselistic teachings of the literary 

t 
d the legal and moral binding 

s Prophets and abrega e 

2. 



force of the Talmud, Shulchan Aruch and Rabbinic Codes. 

5 Regard Judaism as a historic development which ad

justed itself in every age to the philosaphic, cultural social 

political and e~onomic conditions of the time. 
' 

6 Emphasises the study and value of Biblical science and 

research which is resulting in the formulation of a .new Theology 

based on Historic development. 

The .?ractioal Aspects. 

1 Abrogation of dietary laws 

2 All laws for observance of second day holidays abolished 

3 Introduction of prayers in tbe vernacular and revision 

of prayer-book omission of p.rayers for restoration of Zion and 

Temple sacrifices 

4 Introduction of decorum and Aesthetic forms in ritual 

of Temple service 

5 Organ and mixed choir in divine services 

6 Introduced family pews - men and women sit together 

7 Abolished the wearing of hats for men at divine s ervice 

a Laws of marriage and divorce slightly altered especially 

in reg~~d to LeveA,ate 
~ 

. 9 Gave womenequal olace o m.e.n in regulation of Temple 

affairs 

and developed the Sabbath and Sunday School 
10 Sp onso red 

Emphl,si,ing religious Education of girls as well as boys 

d t d1·v1' ne services. -11 English Sermon feature a 

"l 



ORGANIZATIONS MAINTA!lIBD. 

Union of Am:eriaan Hebrew C ongregations 
Hebrew Union College d , an Teachers Inttitute 
Department of s ynagog and School Extension 

Federation of Temple 81 t s erhood& 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

ORTHODOX J1JD.IUSM 

Theoretical Aapeota 

1 

2 

3 

Literal belief in the divine inspiration of the Eible 

Belief in the 13 articles of Faith (Maimonides) 

Firm be.i\~·f in Talmudic and Re.bbilrlc le.ws as codified 
( 

in Shulchan Araoh and later codes 

4 Belief in the retµrn to Zion in Messeanic Age 

Praotioal Aspects 

1 Rigid adherenoe to laws and customs and ritual of daily 

life and praotioe as laid down in Talmud, Shulohan Aruoh, 

and later Rabbinic codes. 

2 Maintenance of traditional synagog ritual and prayerbook. 

3 Strict observance of Dietary laws 

4 Great tenacity and persiatenoe in preserving old forms 

of orthodox ghetto life. 

ORGANIZATIONS MAINTAilIKD 

Jewish Ministors Association of America 
-

Rabbi Isaao Elohana.Il Theological semenary 

h 
a ngregations of America 

Union of Orthodox Jewi 9 0 

i 1 



United Orthodox Rabbis of Amerio& 

Mi~rachi 

Jev~tsh Academicians of America 

CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 
Theoretioal 

1 Judaism and Jew regarded from point of ~1·en~ 
y n of hist orioal 

2 

3 

4 

continuity and evolutionary developmant. 

A- Modicums of Reform wherever compatable With Rabbinic 

in te r:preta ti on. 

Pale st ine as Jewis-h home land with Deas:pora developing 

a omp1I{ment arily 
71 

Regard for Jewish tradition 

Practical 

l Decorum in Synagog Service 

2 Family Pewe 

3 Equal recognition of men and women in synagogal life 

4 Prayer book re"tisions prayers in the vernacular 

Congregational singing 

5 English Sermon 

6 Observance of Dietary laws, traditional laws of ma.rriag,e 

and divorce ciroumscision Sabbath and Festivals 

7 lntroduotion of week day congregational School for boys 

and girls 

8 Institutional Synagog 

ORGANIZA.TIONS N!AINTAINED 

United SYD.agog 



Jewish Theologioal Seminary 

Teachers Institute 

Union of Jewish Women 

Zionists 

Divided into four main parties 

1 l?olicioal 

2 Cultural (Achad Hawn) 

3 l?oale Zion 

4 Mizraohi 

Theortioal 

Common to all Ps.riiee 

1 Bas le Programme. The Establishment of a legally 

asaured h·ome land for the Jewish people in Palestine. 

2 Recoinition of Jews as a National .Ethnic group 

3 Fullest development of all ph~ses of Jewish life pos ... 

sible only in Palestine as Center. 

Insistence on equal political, oivil, religious and 

cultural rights for Jews of all lands 

f5 Furthering the aoloni zs.tion of Jews in Palestine 

INSTITUTIONS COMM.ON TO .ALL ZIONISTS 

1 International Z1-onis.t 6ongress 

2 Jewish National Fund 

3 Colonial Trust Company 

4 palestenian Colonies and Ins ti tutione 

I 



5 

6 

American Zionist organization 

Order Bene Zion 

Political Zionists 

Desire the esta~lishment of a Jewish 2olitical State in 

Palestine guaranteed by International Leauge of Nations 

Cultural Zionists 

Believe in 

1 Theories of Achad Ha.am 

2 Small Colonization 

3 No need for political Statehood 

4 Cultural autonomy sufficient 

5 Hebrew as National language 

6 Stress the Cultural, secular as well as religious 

phases of Jewish group life. 

7 Palestine a spiritual center radiating Jewish influence 

to the Deaspora Jewries and world at large 

Organi za.tions 

1 National Hebrew Sohool3 in Amerioa. 
' 

2 Histadruth Hoivrith (J'ederation of Hebrew Speaking 

Societies in America) 

3 Hebrew Press of America 

Poa1e Zion 

l Regard Jews as presenting a dual problem as proletana~ 

and as Jews 

2 Solution thru International Socialism and Palestianean 

Center former to solve eoonomio problems of masses 

of Jewish workers in Diaspora - lat,er to 

solve .speoifio problem as Jews 



3 

4 

Believe in Cultural and political development of 

Jews in Deaspora on which is dependent the form of 

solution in Palestine 

Advooate Co operative owne.rsbip of all means o:f pro

duction and distribution in Palestine by Jewish 

settlers. 

5 Equal lmportanoe given to Yiddish and Hebrew as Nation-

al language of Jew 

6 In Deaspora emphasize development of Yiddish literature 

language and secular Jewish cultural life 

7 Initiate National Radioal Schools 

ORG~IZATIONS 1U.INTAINKD 

l International Poale Zion Congress 

2 Cooperative Socialistio colonies in Palestine 

3 Yiddish press in Deaspora, Hebrew press in Palestine 

4 Union of National Radical Schools in America 

5 National Jewish work ingmens .:A.lliance 

6 Jewish workingmens Socialist Uongress 

7 Representation at Sooialist Internationale 

Mizrachi 

Are Zionists 

1 Emphasising orthodoxy as basis of Jewish commonwealth. 

2 Attempt to Religionizi Zionism 

3 To propogate Zionism among Orthodox Jews 

Organizations :Maintained 

1 

2 

International & National Mizrachi organization 

Taehkemoni Sohools in Palestine 



3 Rabbinic Zionist Hebrew Press 

Bundists 

This is a party of Jewish workingmen founded in Russia 

in the days of 1905 and 1907 _ Revolution.Its cardinal doc-

trine is the preservation of Jewish ~ ople in lands of Deaspora 

thru the socializa.ti on and overthrow of autocracy in all coun

tries wher.e it is the reigning forn o'f government - eSEJ3. cially 

f(ussia. They are Daaspora Nationalists - agreeing in every 

particular with the Poale Zion as to Revolutionary, Socialism1 and 

secu!ar Yiddish culture for Jews of all l:Bnds - excepting 

that they do not believe in Palestine as the Center for · Jewish 

people. ~heir hope is in the D&aspora. 

Their primiary function in the heydays of Russian Re

volution in 1905. 07 was to revolutionize the Jewish proletariat 
and 

masses of Russian/Po1*despeeially,Lithuama am Poland. 

Organi za. ti ons 

1 Yiddish radical press in Europe and America 

2 Representation at Socialist International 

3 Arbeiter Ring in America 

4 Jewish Labor Unions in .America 

5 Jewish Socialist Congress 

As 8 direct offshoot from this group is a paro/ of 

d . 1 Socialists who are direct assemilaYiddish spa aking ra 1ca 

tionists believing in cosmopolitan rather than in International 

So..aialiem - for t rem ther0 ex-is·t no Jews or Russ•ana or French-



men but proletanats who speak Yiddish, Russtn, French _ etc 

all i:aving the same problem.- the overthrow f e it 
ta.blishment of 1'.'or"J._d wide Socialism. o . . . ap alism and the es-

D.fASPORA. NATIONALISTS 

This is a party which follows the teachings of .Dubnow 

the great Russo Jewish Historian who in "Die grundlagen des 

National Judenthums (translated by Dr. I~ Fredlaeinder 1905) 

emphasises the possibility and desireability of cultural 

autonomous development of Jewish life in lands of Deaspora 

pointive out the fact that for such a development and futhre 

Palestine is unnecessary as the Center besides be regarded as a 

Chimera. 

They advocate equal rights for •lews in all lands of 

Dispora. 

2 Secular rather t.ba.n religious cultural development 

in vernacular such as Yiddish and Hebrew and in America 

English as language mediums. 

3 Political fealty to governments wher~ Jews live 

4 Encourage Jewish folk songs. music Jewish act, 

theatre and all forms and phases of DJrtxi: educational social, 
' 

f ""at 1 r ational u .. x and cultural -group life• ., erna rec e ._ 
- I 

Yiddishists 
Is the name .given to those Zionists and Deaapora 

Y 1 nd only national Nationalists who regard Yiddish as so 0 a 

language of the masses of the Jewish IB ople. 
~ to be used as literary and cultural 
9 Who desire Yiddish 

as well as n•aspora. llradium of Jew in Palestine 



Hebraists 

3Y Who regard Hebrew as thE1 
language of the past religious 

literature of the Jews•, but ~hi"oh 
••· is hardly under-

stood and no where spoken by masses of Jewish l 
pe op e. 

They advocate the 

l Development of Yiddish a:eoular culture and literature 

i.e. the translation of worlds classics in literature 

scienaes, and philosophy, into Yiddish. 

2 Yiddish schools and universities 

3 Yiddish theatre aild Journalism 

This party is composed of Zionists and Diaspora Nationel

ists who regard Yiddish as a mongrel tongue which has 

suffered a mush~room growth and is destined to die -

They advocate 

, 

1 Hebrew as the Only Na tio1aal Language of the Jewish People 

2 Foster the Speaking writ :lng and reading of Hebrew in 

Diaspora and Palestine 

3 Maintain National Hebrew schools where secular culture 

is taught in Hebrew 

4 Support Hebrew speaking alubs and societies, Hebrew 

press, Hebrew theatre, eta. 

We have thus endeavored to· analyse the heterogeneous 

parties and move.ments ;r;hose i nfluenc e is felt in the inBtitutions 

normas of life eta. of every community v.nare Jews are to be 

found in relatively large numbers. and which manifest their in 



flu,ences on the institutions ane_ phases 

ican Jewish Communal life. Infact it is almost impossible to 

understand the variety of Jewish institutions, organizations 

etc without relat.ing them to these soci.al outlo.oks of the 

different parties and movements in .t1.merican Judaism which gave 

them birth s.nd which continue a to support and develo_p them. 

The ultimate synchronization of all these g~nupings in 

a harmonious Jewish Communal life developed along democratic 

lines where each party may have the opportunity to develop its 

own specific contribution to inner Jewish 1 if e, so that the Jew 

and Judaism in America may better make its specific contributions 

to the culture of America. 

other DAaspora Jews. 

This is the problem of American and I 

Ii I 
I 
I 
I 
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PREFACE. 

Thia study of modern .Jewish 
. hist ory was undertaken by 

the wri tel/· in order to de t ermine to what extent the 
Jews of Oin

cinna t~ in the last one hundred years since their earliest settle-

ment here/developed a l on8 the traditional lines of Jewish Commun

al inner organization that was characte~i~tic of Jewish life in 

the ol d worl d from the period of their di spersion in 70 A.a.E • 
. 

al most d0\1m to contemporaneous times . 

This problem of' communal organization for the Jews 

living in Republican l c.nds is one t hat wil l i n t ime commandeer 

the car eful study and attention of t he best minds in Je\·rry . 

We h a ve been drifting too l ong and our adjustment or 
•' 

rather lack of adjustment is probabl y one of the primary factors 

in the present day disintegra tion that we see so rampant in the 

communal life of' our people in America . 

\TI1at is needed i s community s tudy and analysis of the 

forces and tendencies of Jewish organized life in America, so that 

the f'acts may be knovm. Thia xe feel can best b e accomplished 

thru the medium of a communal survey1 of all the aspects involved 

in the li:fe of the J ewi sh community • 

Such a survey should be preoeeded and base itself on a 

historical anal ysis such as it is my purpose to present in this 

study. This is essenti a l not a l one because we of the present stand 

on the shou lders of' the past , and can not even if we will it, escape 

from tl!Q_hereditar y f arces which make us the childr en of our parents 

but a l so for comparative purposes so that we may :fully realize just 



how much better or worse our work is, than was that of a past 

generation, thereb~1 determining one standard as a measure in the 

scale of progress. 

It is the hope that what is presented here represents a 

link in the cha1n of ~ewish .continuity and also an. addition to our 

knowled!je of' American JBWish history t hat I take leave to present 

i t
1 

in partial fulfillment of the requirements of graduation to the 

Faculty of the Hebrew Union College. 

Respectfully, 

B· R• BRICKNER. 

Oincinnati, 

February 1919 • 

I 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

It ought neber be · l • s ain. in historical discussion that a 

certain date ma r ks t he end of one period and t he begµm.i-ng of 

another for in t h e events of men in t 1·me there really never i s any 

such artificial break. Especially is thj.s true when considering 

ancient or mediaeva l hi s tory where all the social facts which en

tered into the mal~ing of t h e period and wh ich shoul d be known be-

fore such an assertion can be made are as yet uhkovm, i.e. t hat 

4:76 marks the Fa ll of Rome, or t hat tJ.J.e ·.Middl e Ai:ses came to a 

close in 1·19 2 - statements which are to be found in the old history 

texts but which modern hi storians such as Robinson and Seignibes 

discard. 

HoVTever ih order to assist the student of history in com

prehending and locating h i storical events and tendencies,it fre

quently becomes necessary merely as a mechanical device to make 

such artificial distinctions. · 

For such purposes we shall take the liberty o~ividing 
the 100 years qf Cincinnati Jewish history into the follwwing per-

iods. 

1) 1817 Arrival of the first Jewish settler to 1830 the date 

"Thioh 1· n ever 1· ncreasing numbers of the German • marks the coming 

Jews to the city. 

2) 1830 thru the Civil war 1865 

3) 1866 to 1881 the date which marks the arrival of the 

Russian and East European Jew to Cincinnati. 

4) 1881 - 1918 The modern period. 



Rev. ]saac Leeser, 

Dear Sir:-

JEWS OF CINCINNATI 

PIOMEER PERIOD 

1816 - 1830 

Cincinnati, Dec.25th,1843. 

In accordance with the requ".:l st to furnish you"vri th a his

tory of the settlement of the Jews in Ohio"with much pleasure r at

tend to that subject, and s'IJ.fl.11 prob&bly be more minutes than many 

would consider necessary: (little did he appreciate how thankful 

vre of a later generation are to him for having been so minute in his 

recital of the early settlement of Jews in Cincinnati). ' You must 

indulge me in this weakness, as everything connected with the settle

ment of our nation, and the establishment of our holy religion in 

~his city and state renews within me feelings of gratitued and vener~ 

ation to the great Author of our being, who from a single individual 

(Joseph Jonas is here referred to) alone adoring his Unity, has in 

a fre years 184:5 assembled in this holy city two considerable congre

gations, numbering more than eighteen hundred souls". 

Thus writes the pioneer Jewish settler to the Editor of the 

Occident in thebyear 1843. 1. 

In view of the fact that we have no better evidence and nor 

more reliable testimony and account of the Pioneer settlement of the 

Jews in Cincinnati, t~e Queen City of the West, we shall permit him 

1. Occident Vol.I P.547 

" II P. 29 1 143, 244 

, , 



to tell the story as far as it goes (1843) and interpolate f'rom 

time to time information which th e writer has gathered from various 

other sources such as Congregational minute books and histories 

early City directories, newspapers, interview with old settlers, 

etc. 

It waa in the month of Oct. 1816 that a young man arrived 

in New York from the shores of Great Britain to seek a home and 

a r esidence in the New World. This individual's name \lfas Joseph 

Jonas ~rom Plymouth, in Eneland. He had read considerably concerninR 

America and was strongly impressed with t he desc1"iptions given 

of the Ohio River, and had t herefor determined to settle on the 

banks at Cincinnati. This he was encouraged in by a relative he 

met hbl witb.J in New York. On arriving at Rhiladelphia he was per

suaded to settle in that city, and took up his residence f'or a short 

time with the amiable family of the late Mr . Samuel Joseph (peace 

be unto him). Here he became acqua.iilted with the venerable Mr. 

Levi Philips, who took a great interest in him, using many persua

siva.J arguments not to preceed to Ohio. One of' them was frequently 

brought to his recollection. "In the wilds of America and entirely 

amenest Gentiles you will forget your religion and your God". 

But the fiat had gone f'ortb,that a new resting place for 

the scattered sons of Israel should be commenced, and that a sanc

tuary ohoul d be erected in the great west, dedicated to the Lord of' 

Hosts to resound with praises to the ever-living God . The individual 



I 
' . 

,• 
,., 

solemnly promised the venerable gentleman never to forget his 

religion nor forsake his God .• 
He received his blessing and tak

ing kihd leave of the kind friends with whom he l,lad resided, de-

parted for Pittsburg, on the second of January 1917 • on his ar

rival he found navigation of the Ohio stopped by b · f . eing rozen over. 

He procured profitable employment during the winter, being a mech

anic (wathh maker) and at the breaking up of the ice was wafted on 

the bosom of this noble river to t he rising city· of ' Cincinnati, 

where he arrived on the 8th day of March 1817. (Two years before 

the ctty received its charter vrhich \7as in 1819 ) i. 

0!:.e city then contained about 6000 inhabitants but the on

ly Israelite vras himself. (If' there vrere any Jews among the popula

tion prior to h is arrival he certainly did not know of it, tho it 

is probable that some Jews who had drifted into this part of the 

country had inter-married or else were not living as Jews • A cur-

i ous circumstance 2. brings t his probility to light. In the year 

1821 a dying man by t he name of Benjamin Leib or Lape requested 

that some Jews be called to his dying bedside. In answer to hie 

reques t Horris Moses and Joseph Jonas appeared in the chamber of 

death. Dra"ling near, the dying man informed tham that he was a 

Jew by birth, that he had come here when there were no J ews living 

in the to~m that he had married a Christian, indeed had reared his 
. ' 

children in the Christi an faith, but how that he felt his end ap

_Eroach ing he bRd them called to his bedside and entreated them to 

1. see Cist's Directory of Cincinnat i 1841• 

2 . narrated in or. Philipson's "The Jewish Historical Society 

Vol.a 1900 P. 43-44 - also in History of Congregation Bene Israel 

P. 26-27 
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grant his dying ti:sk r equest and to bury him as a Jew according 

to the rites of the Jewish faith. H:l s vri sh was f'ulfj_lled. 

Continuing his marrz.tive Jonas writes "With the assis-

tance of the God of' his ancestors 11e b soon ecame established in 

a lucrative and respectable business and his constant prayer was, 

that he migh t be a nucleus around whom the :first congregation 

mir;h t be f'obl.r med t o Vbrship the God of Israel i n this great western 

j;erri tory • Soli tat·y and alone he re:mainecl for more than two years 

and at the solemn f estival of our holy religion in solitude he 

was obliged to conmune with his Maker . Some t ime in December 1818 

his h eart w~s delighted with the arrival of his l amented and ever 

valued friend David Israel Jolmson (from Portsmouth, England) with 

his wife and infant child· But they wer e bound for Brookville, 

Indiana, and again for a 11rhile soli t.ude was his portion. 

In the month of June following (1819) three members of 

our nation arrived, viz. Lewin Cohen of' London, Barnet Levi of' 

Liverpool, and Jonas Levy of Exeter,, England, and the following 

, 

~' ~' Or~ :l_ 1 !) D '"· ~ ( 18 19 ) were '.duly solemnizE~d without a Minyan in Cine in--
na. ti, and probably in t he \'/es tern Country, f'or the .first time. 

My friend n.r.Jolmson being summoned. from Brookville, joined tis 

on this occasion. It was he who wa!3 the Kol Midre Chazan conduc

ting t he service~ in a p1eas ing maru1er. A few days afterwards the 

solitary sojourner was joyfully r ecompensed by the arrival of' his 

brother, Abraham-Jonas , his sister and her husband, Morris and Sarah 

------



Hoses . Ther e a l so ca·we irri th them Philip Symonds' his wife and 

child, all from Portsuouth, Engl and. VJe began from this time forth 

to form a cor.irrrunity of Israelite. 

The first directory of Cincinnati ever published was is
and 

sued in 1819 1 'contains the namne .£> oi Josaph Jonas, s ilversmith 121 Main 

St , on P. 128 . The name of Lape or Leib i s not ment i oned, neither 

does it cants.in any other Jevri s h names. It states however that 

J oseph Jonas was one of the officers of the Cincinnati Royal Arch 

Chapter of Masons having been one of t he officers of the first 

Vail. Th~ directory of l l1 25 further ment i ons Joseph Jonas as one 

of the Past Masters of the I·Liami I.iasonic Lodge No. 46, founded in 

1818 . 

In 18 19 t he f irst .Jewish chil d to be born in thi s country 

west of' the li..lle gb.any mountains was the son of David I. and Eli za 

J cbbnson born at Conn e!'sville, l?eb. 21, 1819 . Connersville and 

Brookvil l e wer e frontier stations to vvhj.ch the Indians came t o 

c.hane;e :furs and other pr oducts with t he whites f'or ornaments and 

money . It was here that Phineas Johnson had gone to settl e about 

the sarn.e time Jonas arrived in Cincinnati. I t was he who tried to 

persuade Jonas to leave Cincinnati and go on with him to Conners

ville but no t succeeding he t,vent on alone l ater inducing hi s bro

t her and sisterinlaw to come and j oin him. However, two years of 

bitter experi ence contendi ng with t he ~ardahipa of a frontier 

stat i on convinced David r. Johnson to j oin the small Jewish settle-



ment in Cincinnati . 
It was here that tbe first .Jewish child 

ever b orn in Cincinnati f'irst saw· the · 
light of day. It was 

a baby boy that \7as born to the young couple on June 2, 1821, the 

l ate Frederick A, Joh.neon who died on Jan 
20, 1893 having attained 

the age of' 72. 
In view of the ~act that there was no 

Mohel in the midst of tbe small group of J ewi'sh _ . pioneers to perform 

the Abrahamic rite of circumscis1· '"'n, 1· t ,,. ,, s 110 t " '""" administered until 

6 years later when the rite was performed to the two brothers, one 

eight(who was born in Connarsville) and other six, and they were 

duly circwnscised. l· The f'i r st J 3wish s irl to be born in Cincin-

nati and west of' t he Alleehanies was born to the saBe proud parents 

in 1823 • She later became Mrs . Selina Abrahams and was ~vell known 

in this city vrhere s110 spent all her ltf'e. 

"In 1820 arrived Solomon Buckingham, Moses Nathan and Sol-

omon Minken all f'rom GermanyAG:.nd the a•:i1e tn• of' ~820 were sol- i:i ~ n· 

e:mized in due form with the· legal number (this time) and a sepher 

torah. In 1821 arrived Solomon Moses , from Portsmouth, England. In 

1822 arrived Phineas Moses and Samuel Jonas anot·e.r9:J. brother of' the 

solitary snd now were our he:-n .. ts rejoiced for the prospects of a 

permanent congregation were a ar at hand. During the ensuing year 

1823 arrived Simeon Moses from Barbadoes and Morris and Joseph Sy-

monds f'rom Portsmouth, England. We are now arrived on 'terre fer-

ma' and have official words for reference. 

~--~-- Con the 4 th of: January 1824 a mqjority ot: the Israelites I 

1. see Hahn's article on The Primitive Jewish Settlements in Aoerica 

in American Jews Annual 1887· 
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On the 4 th or January 1824 . a ma Jority of the Israelites 

in Cincir1nati assembled at the · e · · d r s:u ence of Morris Moses who was 

called to the chair and Jose_nh Jo nas appointed secretary; when 

the following proceedings took place , and the subjoined preamble 

was aP,opted. " Vvhereas it i s the dut~,r of every member of' the jewish 

persuasion, when sep;.Lrated f'r om a con~rega.tion to conform as near· 

as possible to the worohip and ceremonies of our holy religion, 

and as soon as a sufficient number can be assembled to form our

selves into a consrer;ation for the purpos e of glorifying our God 

and observinp; the i'undanental principles of our faith, as devel

oped in the l aws of' 1:~oses . '\! i t h these impressions t he undernamed 

persons con· .ened a t the residence of i.lorris Moses, in t he city of 

Cincinnati , s tate of Ohio on the 4th day of January 1824, corres

ponding to the four th of Shebat 5584." 

Pres·ent ..., Morris Moses, Joseph Jonas, David I. JohBson J 

J onas Levy , Solomon lloses , Simon Mo ses, Phineas Moses, @amuel 

J onas , Solomon Buckingham and filorris Symonds •" 
I 

sundry preparatory resolutions were adopted, a committee ob 

Constitution and by laws ap) ointed, and the chairman authorized 

to summon every member of t he jewish pe~suasion . We then find the 

f ollowing proceedings officially recorded. 

"In accordance with a resolution of a convention which 

met at t he residence of Morris Moses , in the city of Cincinnati, 

state of' Ohio on the 4th day of J anuar y 1824, corr esponding with the 

4th of' sheb~ , 5594, a f'u.11 conventi--0n of every male of' the yewish 
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persuaGion or nation was convened t 
a the house of the aforesaid 

Morris Moses in the said city and state on the 18th of 
January 

182·4 correspondinr; with the 18th day of Shebab 
5584. 

Present Joseph Jonas, Morris moses, David I. J ohnson, 

Phil ip Symonds , Abraham J onas , J onas Levy, Solomon Buckingham, 

Solomon Minken, Solomon rloses , Phine2,,.8 Moses, Samuel Jonas, Si meon 

Moses ' Morris Symonds ' l.T oseph Symonds, .Morris Moses being in the 

chair and Joseph J onas , Secretary, a constitution and by la\~s 

were adopted and t he following of'f'icers duly el evted. Joseph Jonas , 

Parnass; Phineas Moses and Jonas Levy, vestrymen, Resolutions 

were t hen p a s s e d to procure a room and to fit it up as a temporary 

place of worship. 11 Thus v1a s f ormerly launched the first synagogue 

in Cincinnati which has continued to our day under name of K . K . 

Bene Israel. 

The Cincinnati Direc tory of 1825 gives proof of the fact 

that a r oom \Vas procured as a temporary p~ace of wor ship. It 

ea~rs amon[i places of worship in Cincinnati "there are twelve Chur-

ches in Cincinnati, two for Pr...§..byterians , two for Methodists, one 

fo r Baptists, one for Episcopal eans , one for Friends,, one for Ger

man Lutherans, one f or \'Jesleyan Methocil.ists, one f or Catholics, one 

for New Jerusal em and on e f'or Africans . The Scotch Presbyterians 

hold worship fun the College Ohapel and the Universalists hold wor

ship occasionally in the Court House. T~e J ews occupy a part of a 

pri_va te dwelling for di vine vmrshi_E • 11 There is no place perhaps 

on earth, it adde · containing ~he same number of sects of divine 
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worshippers, wher·e greater harmony exi· sts t on he account of re-

ligious principles than in Cincinnati". 

This spirit of religious tolerance and mutual cooperation 

a..'Y'\d respect for one another has continued· to be characteristic 

of the people of Cincinnati to the present day. 

of Jews. 

The same directory malces mention of the following names 

David I. J ohnson - merchant Elm between Third and Fourth St. 

English. 

Abraham Jonas - auctioneer Broadway b.Fifth and Harrison 

Store 1 0 1 Ma in st. 

Englisl!• 

Joseph Jonas - watch maker Broadway b. Fifth and Harrison 

shop 117 hlain st. - Englis]1· 

J L - watch maker and silversmith. Lower Market . one.e . evy 

Eng_l_ish. 

Phineas Moses - merchant Broadway b, Fifth m d Sixth 

store 179 Main. English• 

Solomon Moses - merchant Broa.dwayb. Fifth and Harrison• 

Engliaj}_· 

Solomon Moses 
_ merchant sycamore b . Third and Fourth Sts. 

store 179 Main St. English• 

Moses and Jonas - auctioneers 101 Main st. 

s.& p. Moses - merchants 170 ·11ain 

Eleazar Symonds - merchant residence 88 Main st. 
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Store 29 Lower Market . EnGlis_g. 

Morris Symonds - ID '3rchant 38 Lower uarket . 
m English. 

In the course of this narrative it should also be 

reporte d that the year which saw the foundations laid f or the 

first synagogue in Cincinnati also witnessed the first J ewish 

marriae;e to tu.ke place in t his city . This union took ulace be-
... 

tween Morris Syoonds and Rebekah Hymans who were married on Sep

tember 15, 182·4 by Josel)h Jonas. Three other couples ,.,ere married 

bef.ore the year 1830 \7hen these events became more frequent. viz. 
married 

Si meon J\1ooes and Jane Joseph, mmuui by David I. Johnson Nov. 21,, 

1827 • Pllineas Uoses and Elinor Blach married by Sl:rnon Bloch May 

4, 1829, and Abraham Jonas and LouisaBloh married on Oct 11 1 1829 

by Simon Bloch .1.Tho it seem a bit strange to us that a layman 

should tie the knot in marriage let it here be stated that this 

was and is in entire conformance with good Jewish tradition and 

teaching. 

"From the period of the arrival of the first Israelite 

in Cincinnati continues Mr. Jonas bo bfuis date (1843) the Israelites 

have been much esteemed and highly respected by their f'ellow citi-

zens. Many persons of Nazarene faith residing from 50 to 100 miles 

f'rom the city hearing there were Jews living in Cincinnati came 

into tovm f'or the special purpose of viewing and conversing with 

some "of' the Children of Israel, the holy people of God"· 

. i t 0~ congregation Bene Israel P,18-l9· 1. see Plhilipson H s cry 
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One old ciuakeress said to Mr. Jonas, "Art th ou a Jewt Thou art 

one of God's chosen people. Wilt thou let me examine thee?" 

She turned him round and r ound and at l ast exclaimed,"Well thou 

art no different t han other people." 

Jonas in co1mnenting upon the attitude. which the lI.ews 

should t ake in the Mew Vlorld says, "From the experience which we 

have derived by being the first settlers of our nation and religi on 

in a n ew country we evrri ve at the conclusion, that the Almighty 

Wlil.11 giv e his people f avor in t he eyes of all nations, if only 

they conduc t t hems e lves as good citizens in a moral and b~ligious 

point of view, f or i.t is already conceded t o us by our neighbors 

that '18 have the :fewest dru~ards , vagrants or individuals amen-

able t o the laws of any cor.ununi ty according to our numbers in t his 

city or district of the country; and we also appreciate the respect 

and esteem those individuals are held in, who duly conform to the 

principles of our relis ion, espec ially by a strict conformity to 

d f .... . 1 " our holy Sabbath an esviva s. 

rt is surely interesting to note that as early as 1843 

the Jews of this city had establis~ed for themselves ana enviable 

record as model and law abiding citizens and that as a result of 

this h ad won the esteem of their non-Jewish neighbors. This is 

t 'rie JeVi"S of Cincinnati have cheri shed and lived a tradition which • 

by to the present day . 

"The original founders of our congregation were principal-

and Consequently their mode o:f worship was ly from Great Britain, 
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a~ter the manner ot: the Polish and German Jews" attesting to the 

fact that our early population was come originally f r om Poland and 

Germany to Englci.nd which was f'or s o many Jews merely a station be

f'ore their departure for t he Nevf VTorld. Jonas continueo "but being 

all young peopl e they were not so prejudiced in f avor of old cus

toms as more elderly people might have been and especially as sev

eral of' their wives had been brought up in Portugese congregations. 

Jonas no doubt in his allusion to the wives of some of the members 

being r aised in Portugeae Congregations haa rererence I think to 

the dau8hters of' the well known Portugese minister of Philadelphia 

Mendel Seixaa who gave his two daughters Lucia Orah and Rachel in 

marriage to Abraham and Joseph Jonas r especti vely and who departed 

their lives shortly after their betrothal, t he former in 1825 and 

the latter in 1827. It may also have been the case that some of the 

other members had married daughters of Portugese Jews in London but 

we have no record of this." 

As result ot: the above mentioned conditions Jonas states 

"that we theref'ore introduced c onsiderable ahorus singing into our 

worship in wh ich we were j oined bybthe sweet voices of' the fair 

daughters of Zion, and our Friday eveninB service was well attended 

for many years as the sabbath morning". This innovation of Congre

gational singin' in which the women joined may be said to have been 

the beginning of Reform as itwas strictly in violation of the accep

ted Orthodox t raditions of synagogal ritual. 
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"At lane;th however l uro-e 
u congregations of our German 

brethren settled among u A · 
s . gain our old customs have conquered 

and the sweet voices~f our ladies are seldom 
heard, but we 80 far 

prevailed as to continue to this day (1842 ) , the 

ful melodies; the 29th Psalmi1i_'lr""I JD'" h . h · 
, I.., w lC lS 

following beauti-

chanted as the 

procession slowly proceeds to deposit thesepher Foral1 2·n 
1 l • n l the ark, 

also tbe En Kelohenu U,lC) ·· J·-~~ and after t~ services concluded 

none attempt to quit their seats until the beautiful-hymn Adon Qlom 

o'? 1 ) I ·31 f ~itit1 "Universal Lord" is finished, being sung by all the 

Congregation in .full chorus . 

Bernard Bettoan who until his death (1915) i. was very 

prominent in Jewish Communal as weibl as civic lif'e of the city 

in commenting upon the motives for the settlement of the early 

German a~1d Polish Jewish pioneers says as follows in an address 

at the opening exercised of the Hebrew gnion College(l912). 

"It is within the memory of men standing inthis place today 

that t he first few isolated Jewish settlers in the seabords of' this 

country were joined by a large and constantly increasing illlt'.ligra

tion of .. hlleir co-religionists who ca.me to seek and find in this 

f'air land of freedom t he rights which were deprived them in coun

tries that gave them birth. As a:. rule! they came poor, rich only 

in indomitable enerey strict integrity and habits of industry and 

economy, they VIere used to hand work and they toiled." 

The Cincinnati Dire,ctory of 1829 notes one synagogue 

which it lists amone the relieious organizations of the city. 

I.for Biography see Hebrew Union College Monthly Nov . 1915. 
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The same directory loca t es tbe Jev:ish Synagogue at 4 th St. between 

Sycamore and Broadway- Joseph Jonas Parnas. (Thia is a mistake 

it should read - on E~st si·de - of Broadway below Sixth st. 

Along in t he year s between 1820 - 30 there al so arrived in 

Cincinnat i some Dutch Jews by the name of J acob L. workum who also 

brour;ht his wife Sarah with him . They came via New Orleans and 
• 

up by boat over t he Mississippi and Ohio Rivers , Also a number 

of' Al s catian Jews came during t his perj~od prominent among whom were 

the Ma~er family. 

Tho the Synagogue had been started and the Jewish settlers 

were prospering they were· unable to maintain a Chazan and sRl het 

and hence the services were read and chanted in r otat i on bYMessrs . 

David I. Johnson, Morris Meses and Joseph J onas . The Congr ega-

tion bad purchased burral ground three years previous t o t he organ-

izati cn or the Congregation and at this time, J onas Levy was the 

Schochet. The congregation elected I;.ie esers . Morris Moses and 

David I . Johnson Parnass and Gabah ~or t he year 5586 about which 

time Nichola.s Longworth from whom the cemetery gr ound had been 

acquired gave the c ongregation a piece of land adjoining t he bu

rial gcounp.. nu.ring t h i s year a committee was appointed t o corres

pond with several congregations for the purpose of procuring aid 

aid from other Jews in or der to build a Synagogue. Applications 
at 
:Jrn.~ this time. says Jonas were r esponded to from Charleston, s.c. 
and a r emittance forwarded to us of one hundred dollars , also 



fifty dollars from Benjamin El.kin of' Barbados w.r. The names of 

all the donors were duly recorded - twEinty dollars were also 

recej_ved from Joseph Andrews of Philade1lphia . Some t ime in the 

year 5588 t he corresponding bumlding committee reported 16 l bs . 

2s , equal to $7 1 °55 received from the Gongr0gati on of Portsmouth, 

Enr;land . 

The copy of' the l etter vrhich t he Congregati on sent t o 

Charl eston s.c . appealing f or funds waB f ound by Dr. Philipson 

I ts histori cal v alue is of parar10tmt importance and so I take the 

l iberty ofr epr oducing it here . 

To the Elders ~»~ of the Jew:ish Congregat i on of Charl eston: 

Gent le~1ent 

Being deputed by our Congr egation in this place , as their 

Comnittee to address you in behalf of our Holy Religion, separated 

as we are and scattered tbru the wilds of America as children of the 

sa,me f'am.i ly and f'ai th, we consider it as our duty to appl y for assis

tance in t he erection of' a House to vrnrship t he God of our forefathers 

agr eeably to the ~swish faith. We have a lways performed al l in ou r 

power to promote Judaism and for the las t four or five years, ·we 

have eongregated wher e a dew years before nothing was heard but 

the how1ing of t he wild Beasts , and the more h i deous cry of' savage 

men . \!le a re wel l assu:bed t hat me.ny Jews ar e l ost in this col.mtry 

from not being in t he neighborhood of a Congregati on, they often 

marry with Christians a:d their posterity l ose the true worshiE of 



God forever . We have at this time a r oom fitted up f'or a synar;ot,"Ue 

two manuscripts of' the la111 , and a bury int:; ground in vrhich we have 

already interned f'our persons , who but ·Por us \"Ollld l 
.J. • 1a ve 1 ain among 

Christians . One of our members also acts as . ' 19 
1

• ' :' 0 Shoehet . It will 

therefore be seen t hat nothi nr, has been left undone ,Nhich could be 

performed by eir;hteen a s s essed and Gix unasse s ned members. Two 

of the deceas ed persons were poor strangers and buried at the 

expens e of the congr egation, one of whon was brought to be inter-

ned :from Louisville, &NH a distance of nearly 200 miles. 

To you genth;~en we are mostly strangers and have no fur

ther claim on you , t han that of cluJ:dren of the same faith and 

family, requesting your pious and l audable assistance to promote 

the decrees of our 11ol y})Religion. Several of our members are how-

ever well known bo+,h in Philadelphia and in Nev1 York, namely 

MfJ . Samuel Joseph f'ormerly of' Philadelphia, ·Messrs. Moses and Jonas 

and .Mr . Joseph Jonas, the t7lo Mr . JonaB's have both married daugh

ters of the late Rev'dGershon Mendes S19ixa~a of ~ew York. There-

fore vii th confidence we solicit your a :id to this truly pious under

taking, we are unable to def'ray the whole expense and have made 

application to you as well as the other principal congregati ons in 

America and England, and have .no doubt of' ultimate sucfess. 

It is also worthy o~emark that there is no congregation 

within 500 miles of this oi ty and we presume it is knO\m hov1 each 

of ac..c..§es (these were days of no railroads ei t her, it was only by 



~I 

r iver route that Cincinnat i was accessable) we are to New Orleans 

and we are vrnll in.f'orwed that h a d \,'e 8 , • synagogue here, hundreds from 

that city who h ow Jr..now and see noth1' 11g, of th · 1 · · eir re igion \'rould 

frequently attend here during holidays (and they might have added 

on~e here to l ive) 

With sentiment s of respect and esteem, we are, 

Gentlemen , 

Your obed 't serv 'ts 

s , Joseph, Cha. 

Joseph Jonas . 

D. I. Johnson. 

Phineas Moses . 

I ~ertify the above is a greeabl e to a ResoJtution ofthe Hebrew 

Congregation of Cincinnati. 

July 3 ,,1825 . Joseph Jonas, Parnas • . 

The subscription Connnittee continued to appeal for funds 

during ye ar 5589 subscriptions amounting t o $280 were coll ected 

from Jews of' New Orleans . During the monthe of July 5!589 = 1829 

the Congregation purchased a l ot of ground on t he Eas t side of 

Broadway belo\v· Sixth Str eet , on which they later built their 

Syna~o~ue in 1834 . 

During the month of August 1829 ,, Messrs . Joseph Jonas, 

David r. J ohnson - and Phineas Moses were appoi nted a special Commi ttee 



to draft a cons ti tuti '..-;n for the purpose of' procuring a charter 

and on the ei{;hth of Januury 1830 Horris Symonds, Joseph Jonas 

Morris Moses, David I. ~ l u:.o :mson, Solomon Moses , Joseph Symonds, 

Phineas Moses, Abraham J onas , Samuel Jonas, Samuel ne Young 

Henry Hyman, Simon Bloch , David Lewis, Simon Symonds, Bernard Le 

Jeune, Le\'Tis Bevi and Benjamin Silvers and all other Israelites 

who ma y apply and t heir successors vrnre by an act of the general 

assembly of tge State of Ohio declared to be "constituted a body 

corporate and politic ,nnder t J1e name and style of Kal Kodesh 

Beneh Israel accordin8 to the form and mode of' sorship of the 

Polish and Gerrr1~.'Yl Jews in Cincinnati" and on tJ:ie 5th of September 

followine; , coreespondine with the 11th of Elul 559p, the requis i-

tions of' the charter were complied vri th and following named gentle-

men were duly elected to the several offices attached to thej_r names, 

which fice oi'f'icers f'orm the vestry. 

Morris Moses , Parno.s (Warden Senior) 

Bernard Le Jeune, Gabah Zedok:ah. 

Benjamin Silvers, Gabah Behh Hiam, (Warden Junior) 

Joseph Symonds, mreasurer. 

David G. Seixas, Secretary. 

rt is interesting to note that one of the officers was deeign

at·ad as Gabah Zedoln~ or Chairman of' Committee on Charity (Relief) 

showing that at this time vrhat we today term social service and 

chatll!\ty were still integral parts of the synagor,ue in 1830 . 

' I 
I 

I 

I 

I 



This was especially true of the Portugese and English 

Synagogues, for such was their t radition. 

All Benevolent and aid flmctions, burying the dead, 

feeding the hunr,ry , distributing MatzoE1 to the poor f'or Pesach, 

visiting and nurs :Lng the sick, clothing t he naked and educating the 

young in the religion and t r aditions of their people were all 

asnects of a.n active a nd well organized synago~e. ... . 

\ 

, ... 
J 
I 
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HISTOR I CAL DEVELO.PMENT 

FROM 1 830 - CIVIL WAR 1865 



DEVELOPhE NT FROM 1830 CIVIL WAR 1865 

****.*_>:·*** *** * *·******** ***** 
The earliest record of seatholders at this date 1830 

of the congregation show it to have consisted of 32 males and 

20 female adults a total of 52. 

During the Years 1826 - 32 the small congregation sus

tained a severe loss in the deaths of Samuel Joseph (1826) 

and also the wives (2) of Mess~rs Jonas who were sisters 

(1826-27) and Simon BLock (1832) who had filled the office 

of Parna.s and volunteered for a considerable time as Shoehel 

and Mohel. He had come from Richmond Va. to settle among 

the Jews of Cincinn~ati. 

Mr. Joseph Jonas in his account tells us that nothing 

of any importance took place from 1830-34 excepting a gradual 

increase of tbe population (mostly Germans). 

In 1834 Mess~rs Joseph Jonas, Elias Mayer and Phineas 

Moses were appointed a building committee of the congregation 

with full powers to raise additional funds, collect materials, 

make contracts etc. It is with gratification that the Con

gregation recorded the donations of $25.00 each from 62 fel

low citizens, gentlemen of the C.hxietian faith. 

In view of the organic connections and strong social 

bonds which the congregation maintained with their brethren 

in the other cities of the United States and Europe - fur

ther appeals for assistance were graciously met - collec

tions were taken up and sent from Baltimore, Philadelphia 

New York. The congregation Shearith Israel of New York 



sent five :large brass chandeliers vmich "Should the Congre

gation refuse to use them were to be returned"--they were used 

with much pleasure. With loans from the city banks and the 

money already collected the Congregation was ~nabled to build 

its synagog - and on July 11, 1835 corresponding to 14th 

day of Si.'8n 5595 "the foundation stone was laid with suitable 

enclosv_res and inscriptions and with all due form and cere-

mony attended with prayer - ltwas solemnly deposited in the 

presence of the building Committee and members by the Rev. 

Joseph Samuels our venerable pastor" who was the first Rabbi 

and Reader of the Congregation - he passed away a few years 

later. 

The officers for t1E year 5596 during which year the 

syna.gog was completed were Joseph Jonas ~arnasJElias Mayer 

Gobah Zedokah, Pheneas Moses Treasurer Building Committee) 

Benjamin Moses Ga.bah Beth Hiam~orris B Mann Secretary. 

The S¥Jl8.gog building is described as being eighty 

feet in length thirty three in breadth and having a hadd

some Doric front. The synagog provided a balcony for the 

women - it was built in accordance with strict orthodox 

ritual. 

On the 9th of September 1836 the building was offi

cially consecrated and dedicated; many of the Christian Clergy 

and friends were present to witness the _ceremonies. 

Even as late as 1830 says Mr. Jonas "thru-out the whole 
- -



Mississippi Valley from the Alleghany mountai'ns to the city 
of New Orleans, included, excepting Cincinnati'· , not a single 

community of Israelites is to be found, tho numerous Jewish 

families and individuals were located i·n all a· irections, but 

not another attempt at Union and the worship of our God appeared 

to be dead in their hearts" 

In 1837 during the time in which Mr. Morris Moses 

was Parnas, the Congregation bought the adjoin~ng lot of gnound 

and added it to the Cemetery with a "Metaher House" fwhere the 

ritual a.ttentionwas given to the corpse before burial) 

True to their tra.ditiorsthat Jewish life could not 

be perpetuated without the religious education of the young 

the syn.agog established a Hebrew School in the basement of its 

building. Mr. David Goldsmith was appointed the first teache~. 

The records of the Congregation dating back to Sept 6th, 1863 

show that Mr. David Mayer was elected ParrJB.S· Rev. Hertz 

Judah, Hagaml)and Rabbi 
7
.and .Mr. DaV'id Goldsmith ihoc;hel and 

Shamas which positions he £illed in conjunction with that of 

Hebrew teacher. ~ The 6haz~ and Reader supervised the supply 

of Kosher meat distributed by- the "'Matzos, etc; besides per-
' 

forming his own dlil.tie s as Reader• 
lsd no doubt become affluent and 

The oong reg a ti on 
f lt t the Communal and religious 
e that it was essential t h a 

att . . election and support of 
airs of the community required the 

the religious dignitaries above referred to. 

W
os also given the congregation in 

An opportunity ~ 

it., -



this year to reciprocate for the kind nesa and financial sup-

port shown it by the Charleston conPregat· l f 
o ion,a ew years be-

The syna.gog of the latter congregation had been fore. con

sumed by a fire and when the appeal reached Cincinnati for 

aid fll9.50 was immediately raised and forwarded to Charleston 
1 

irl~pite of the fact that the Cincinnati Congregation was still 

heavily in'debt on its own synagog. 

During 1838 the community began to branch out into 
i " 

other forms of communal organization besides congregational. 

In this year was organized and incorporated the "Hebrew Bene-

ficent Society of Cincinnati~ They maintained a burial 

ground for the poor. Their dues were $3.00 a year - and 

their membership in 1842 amounted to 140 • The society was 

organized for mutual aid purposes, if any of the members 

were prevented from attending to their several avocations, 

thru sickness or accidents, they are entitled to demand four 

dollars a week "the officers· were Morris Moses and Philip 

Symonds GC\bahim - Simon Crouse, treasurer, tl..enry Hart, sec

retary _ Itshould be pointed out that the term M~bah (presi

dent or Head) which we find they u,s,ed was carried over from 

the older communal, Jewish organizations in Europe whose of

ficial heads were similarly designated. It is frequently 

maintained in recent times that it was the Russ.ian Jews who 

gave the first great impetus to the thousands of Jewish 

Mutri 
1 

wllich are t 0 be found in America to-day -
a aid societies 

t:n--- instances which we shall have 
e fact above quoted and other 



occassion to mention in the course of this paper will prove 

tha~ the early German or Polish Jewish immigrants were the 

true initiators of this form of Jewish Organization. It was 

all in accordance with the olden spirit of Jewish communal 

organization for the Jews to systematize and make provision 

for their own inner communal life as well as in thoro obedi-

ence with the promise the Jews gave to Peter Stuyvesant. In~ 

the same yoo.r there were organized two other societies by the 

Jewish women - the one "The Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society" 

composed al together of the wives and daughters of the older 

so called Portugese and English Jews (the latter being in fact 

descendants of German and Polish Jews who settled first in 

England before caning to America7 and who had cone to Cin-

oinnati as pioneer Jewish settlers. These regarded the German 

and Polish Jewish settlers whowa.rri v a.l in Cincinnati wa.s more 

recent, a.a beneath them socially and financially - they were 

dubbed " Polanders", and tho social intercourse among the men 

was much more easy _ among the iEtmen there was a decided line of 

io~ial :demarcation. It was for this reason tha t we find the 

German Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society" 
organization of "the 

th bov mentioned society. The 
occurring simul taeneous with e a e 

Socl
·eties was to assist distressed 

PUrpos e of both of these 

Widows and 9:11 orphans. 
The membership fee being $3.00 per 

Year - collected in installments of 25cents per month. 
Both 

to Prosper and exist until the early 
organizations continued 

-
Six.ties. 



Meanwhile immigration especially of th G J e erman ews was 

growing. Between 1838-1840 the young German Jews had become 

ao numerous in Cincinnati that they quite outnumbered the older 

settlers. These icnmigrants came chiefly from the small vil-

lages of Bavaria, and Baden. This immigration was caused hot 

merely by the oppressive legislu tion against Jews by the German 

government but largely I believe as a result of the wonderful

ly a.ttracti ve letters which their Aroo rica.n re la ti ves sent to 

the folks back home of the wonderful possibilities and oppor-

tuni t ies in this country. Most of tbe se immigrants were young -

fol~s in search for opportunities, but many were younig betrothed 

couples xa who were prohibited under one of the laws of Bava~i 

and the Duchy of Baden to n:arry. These couples came here and 

married soom after ladding. The German immigration continued 

to grow and became strongest between 1848-56 especially during 

the turbulent days of 1848 in Germany. The extent of the Ger

man Jewish migration is indicated by the fact noted by the 

Germanwriter Gerstacke r in his-Amerikanische WoJ.d und 
1 

St 1849 Who after uany years residence rombilder published in 

and travel in America says," that only one twentieth of the ,, 
German immigrants to America were Christians. Thia in spite 

the Ocean was long and 
of the fact that the journey across · 

tedious and accompanied by many dis comforts especially for 

J of the dietary 1 aws. The 
ews who were poor and observers 

1 See Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthwns 
Vol 13 P 649 



trip to Cine innati after arriving in New York 
was genera lly rm. de 

either to New Orleans by boat a d th n · en up the Mississippi and 

Ohio, or to Pittsburg via the canals system·, hi 1 w cl was extensive-

ly used in those early days,~1tiJ_ ~ before the over land rail-

roads, then via stage coaches over the mountains to Pittsburg and 

from Pittsbur2 via boat in the S · ~ ..., pring ,.bummer or Fall for during 

the winter the Ohio was generally frozen over , up the Ohio river 
1 

to Cincinnati • 

These immigrants became peddU.rs for they were not 

artisans and besides had been accustomed to peddling or were 

small village me roha.nts in the old country. Their peddling 

tours frequently carried them away over l a r ge tracts of territory 

and led to new Jewish settlements near & far. Thus Jonas records 

in 1843 the first settlement of Jews and the founation of a 

congregation in Cleveland, Cuyahog~County Ohio situated on t he 

shores of Lake Erie • 
1

'tbi s be prophesies is likely to be a very 
,, 

thriving settiement a's it is in a very wealthy portion of the State. 

That h:is predict ions have been more than fully. realized is 

clear. In order that these newer immigrants should be able to 

r eceive acoomodations in the way of board & lodging numerous 

J th most Pr ominent being the one of 
ewiah boarding houses arose e 

Wolf F t 5th and i ycamore where the: ao called echheimer loc.a ted a 

nbessere Deutschen" stopped. 

The Jewish population of Cincinnati increased from a 

few hundred in 1830 to 1800 -2000 in 1843-44Jand jum~d to 

4000 between 1849-54 1.n a total p~pulation of 155,000 

l 
2 

See Wiser Remsnis cences P 23t Wise Pl53 also table showing 
Max B. May Biogr:1phy of Isaaf n Cine innati 
growth of Jewish population 



During the year 1841 too congregation Bene Israel 

flourished. It became· nece ssary to erect addition~l seats and 

enla.Tge the ladies balcony. SeYeral additional Seger Torahs 

were procured and placed in the ark wi·th due · .. he · ceremonies. • 

seating ca.pa.city of the syna.gog was now two hundredand fifty 

for men and one hundr ed for woim n. Durimg the year 5601 

Mr. Elias :Mayer was elected Pa.rna.s, the Hebrew School was 

reorganized and improved and Mr. David Barnard appointed 

teacher. 

In the same year the longregation suffered the loss 

of Mr. David I. Johnson who had been the second Jewish settler 

of Cincinmti and truly devoted to the interests of the com

munity. 

A departure of great significance took place during 

the year 1840 which I wish to note he re. Toward the end of 

the thirties there· were in and about Cincinnati a number of 

~oung and energetic German Jews who altho religiously in

clined were not altogether favorably impressed with the strict-

ly orthodox ritual of Bene Israel synagog. 

Most of these young people had emigrated from Bavar-

ia. WU.rtemburg and Baden where they had come under the influen

ce of the German Reform movement especially the te~chings of 

Rabbi Leopold Stein of Burgkunstadt and Frankfort. Their 

d . he.;ghte~ed by tJie fact that the older set-iesatisfacti<>n was • 

tlers taunted and looked down on the younger immigrants and 

l See Mays I. M. Wise P. 159 
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crystalized in the fo urlati on of another 
Congregation which 

They elected s. E. Levy 
~ , 

they called K. K. Bene Yeshurun, 

President, Mr. ~lsaser, Temporary Minister and adopted the 

Polish Min.bag. The congregation first worshiped in a rear 

room of Mr. Workums house on Third s t. between Sycamore and 

Broadway. On February 28th, 1842 the <X> ngregati on v1as du-

lY chartered. 

We shall have occassion to recur to the History o-f 

this congregation in a 18.ter chaper. 

The year 1842 witnessed the esteblishm.ent o.f aJew

ish Sunday School in Cincinnati and one of the f irst in the 

country. It was on tr~ 24th of April that a number of lad

ies of the congregation Bene Israe l met at the vestry room 

and commenced the establishment of this school, 

Mrs. Louisa Symonds their first superintendent. 

tiominating 

Some time 

lat.er finding that this new task seriously interfered with 

other duties, she resigned her office when by an unanimous 

vote of the teachers Mr. Joseph Jonas was requested to su-

perintend the school. The School had a registration of 

forty two pupi ls which number was steadil y increasing. The 

subjects of instruction were no doubt Jewish Biblical history 

and catechism. No sooner had the school gotten well under 
1 

way than the "Rabbonim" or Melamdim '·'fearing t hat their 

craft was in danger" launched a bitter campaign of hostility 

against the school for meeting on Sunday with the result 

"that d sorm Enalish children are pre-
moat of t he German an ~ 

l Private teachers 



1 ented from attending" thus ~t t d 
~ ar e the ever~aging controver-

sies wi~ which the Jewish community never seems to be able 

to do without. 
1843 

In the month of Heshvan 5603 the He brew Benevolent 
Society wa s formed, its first Pres· d t 

1 en was Mr. Phineas Moses 

with a membership of seventy and growing prospects. rt seems 

that the ambition f or becoming President ·of something or other 

was getting the better of some leading Jews in the conununi ty. 

The relig ious status of the community in 1843 are best 

described by Mr:s. Jonas himself. 

"The congreg2.t i ons in this city are continually increas-

ing
1
their character stands high for morality, honesty and 

sobriety) sorry am I to s~ that I cannot sta te the s ame of 

many of them from a relig ious point of view. If only a few 

of t~ most able and res pectable would commence sincerely 

keeping their Sabbaths and Festivuls, it woulr have cons~der

able influence on the rr.i-'.'1ds of their erring .bretheen" It 

does seem as if history repeats itself for the characteriza

tions made at later periods of eonreligious conditions all 

Beem to emphasise the same laxness of the Jew to be observant 

and still Judaism persists. 
t · tl d "Cine inna ti 

The Cincinnatj Directory of 1841 en 1 e 

' t t rts on P 98 99 the 1 8 Early Annals and Future Prospe-c 6 repo · · ' 
on the f Broadway between 

e~istence of a Jewish Synagog 'ea.st side o 



Street 
Fifth and Sixth'M. A Moehring Parnas, d M an ~ew Jew's Synag og 

· south side of' 1J.
1
i1ird between Sycamore and BroadV1ay, Jonas Levy, 

Par.nas. It a lso contains the advertisement of 

Manufacturers of 

also the card of 

S. J. Menkin, 216 Main St. 
Agent for 

Newstadt and Barnett 
of 

Birming~m and London, England, 
German 3ilver and Jewelry Cutlery 

Joseph Jonas 

am Fancy goods. 

Stcxck and Exchange Broker, 
1 50 w. Third St. 

Solvent bank notes, gold and Silver exchange' on New York Phila
delnhia, and Baltimore bought and sold at most favorable'market 

rates. 

The Cincinnati directory of 1842 reveals on ex~mination the fol
lowing Jewish names, occupations and residences:-

First Ward 

Simon Cohen - Tailor .- Main, between 7th and 8th Sts. 
Lewis Ernstein, (Newhous 1E-& .Be:enbeimer) Sycamore between New & 7th 
Jacob Benjamin Brus.hmaker. ~~ifth between Nia. in & Sycamore 
Fechheimer Goldschmidt & Co., Wholesale & Retail Dry Goods store 

l. Corner 5th & Sycamore 
Fechheimer, Abraham (F· Goldschmidt & Co.) Car. 5th & Sycamore 
Fechbeimer 1'iarcus (F• Goldschmidt & Co.) boards w. Fechheimer 
Fech.heimer ' Aaron ( F. Goldschmidt & Co.) boards w • .l!1echheimer 
Fechheimer'Wolf - Coffee house - S~camore Between 5th & 6th 
Fred.man Raphael ~eddler - Cor. ·5th & Sycamore 
Lewis G~ldschillidt {Fechheime r G. & Co.} boards w. Fechheimer 
Judah Hart - Reader at Jewish Synagog First Ward 
Henry Lewis - Dry Goods Merchant , 54 W• 5th & Pork Merchant 

Sycamore Between 6th & 7th Cor. I\/Iain & Webste r 
Charles Levi - clerk - Main between 5th & 6th 
David Makks - peddlar - cor. Main & Woodward. 
Joseph Marischin- Peddlu.r Ab.yaiol between Main & Sycamore 

ward ·~wo 

l~s. Sarah Abrahams - boards P. Moses 
.tiia.s Bern.hei'in - Boarding house Vine beeeen 4th & 5th 

I '-.H. Goldburg _ Dry Goods merchants , 5th bet. Walnut & Vine 
Joseph Goldburg ( J. & Hg) bo~rds J. Goldberg. 
J~cob Hart - Schee Store, Cor 5th & Ladge 
Mr's. Rebecca. Joseph - Elm Bet Longworth & 6th 
Solofilon Kahn _ Fifth St. Hause - 5th i: Walnut & Vine 
B4, . Ka.hn-Pedlar - 6th bet Elm & Plum 
.A.~ron Kahn - boards Sol.Kahn 
~ \ 

I 



Isaac J;ieben·stein - · trader boards D•Pfist 
E. & D. Mayer - merchant tailors cor Ma·er:rc 
Solomon Menkin - Jewelry, Hardwa~e & Co 1~ . hurch Alley 

Main bet, 4th & 5th mmission store 
Morris Moses - 4th bet Race & Elm 
:Phineas Moses, Wholesalei: Dry Goods roorchant -24 Pearl 

Centre bet Vine & Race 
Simon M~ses - broker cor. 3rd & Walnut ; fillm bet Centre & 6th 
Montagu'.St, L • .Moses - broker boards Mrs. E• Richey 
Abraham Strauss - pedlar boards s• Kahn 

Third Vfurd 

Joseph Abrahams - clothing store - Main bet L. Market & 2nd 
Solomon Cohen - clerk boards Cin. Hotel 
A. A. Cohen - Eye Infirmary - Main bet Lower Market a& 2nd 
Wolf Cohen - tailor - boards L. Tamnenwald 
Samuel Drueker - Clerk - boards A· Levy 
Isaac Emanuel - Clerk, boards Cin. Hotel 
M. Ezekul - liquor merchant - ~earl bet Main & Walnut 

boards Cin. Hotel 
Wolf Goldsmith, Clothing Store- Main bet Front & 2nd 
David Goldsmith - Car. Symmes & P:tke 
Julius ~oodhart - clerk - boards J. Goodhart 
Judah Hart - Auction store - Front bet Sycamore & Broadway 
lieidelbach Siesengut & Co., Clothing Store, Front bet Broadway 

and Sycamore 
Simon Heidelbach ( H. & Siesengut} Broadway bet 2nd & Congress 
Morris Riasbma.n - boards J. Riel 
Jacob Kornblueth- tailor boards J. Good.tart 
Wm. Krauss ( W. L. K.) Front bet Ma.in & Sycamore 
Krauss w. & L Clothing store Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway 
Lehman Krauss' - (W. L ) boards Vim. Krauss 
A. Levy & Brothers Clothi1~ ~tore , Fromtbetween Sjrnamore & 

Broadway · 
Alexander Levy ( A• L. & Bros) Broadway_bet Fromt & 2nd 
Mordeei Le vy ( A· L· & Bros) boards A• J.J~vy 
l~athan Levy ( A. L. & Bros) b oards A• 1Volf Sr. 
David Levy ( - Picture dealer - boards J. Workum 
Mayer & Cohn Clothing Store - cor Main & Fromt 
August Milius - Fromt bet Sucamore & Broadway 
Leopold Milius - Clerk - Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway 
Wm. Milius - clerk - boards L. Milius 
Ferdinand Milius - clerk - Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway 
llilius & Co. Clothing Store - Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway 
~llel Oppenheimer _ 2nd bet Sycamore & Broadway 
Isaac Oppenheimer - clerk - boards E• Op~nhe~mer 
Abraham " clerk - boerds E. Oppenhe im~r & Canal 
Mrs. Ann E. Oppenheimer - grocery - Fromt b et.K~lg~ms ca.more 
Benedict Saehs - Clothing Store - Front bet Main 

00 
Y 

between Sycamore & Broadway 
J. Sachs - clerk - boards B. Sachs · y t boards 
B. Samuels - watchmaker - Sycamore bet Front & ea man -

81 J. L. Workum · L M kt bet Sycama're & Broad. 
J Inon & Good&J.rt - drygood s store - a.r 0 

,. 
06ttPb Simon - tailor - Broadv1ay bet Front & ..:;nd 



Benjamin Simon - ( S. & Goodhart) L M k t 
·Mar cus Simon cler~ - boards B· Simo~r e b e t S~camor e & Bway. 
Simon Symons - Clot hing Store _ Lower lkia k t b .. 

Sycamore bet 3rd and 4th r e et foa1n & Syca.mo-re 
1. Tannenwald - clothing stor e - Fr o t b t s 
A. & I. Wolf - Clothing store - Front ~et ~ ycamore & Br oad\'.iay 
E:d between2nd & Lower hiarket ye. & Broadway & Ma.in 
Abraham Vlolf ( A. & I W • ) Llain bet 2nd & Lower :Marke t 
Isaac Wo~f ( -~ · &,, I 1/l ~ boards Ci n i nr:ia. ti Hotel 
Abraham v~ olf Sr • \.;lathing store - front bet Sycamore " u d 
D · 1 ·v lf Cl t..t · .._ ;;i cc .oroa way an1e 1 o.. - o nng s11.1ore - ~ ront bet Sycamore & Broad .. 
Jacob L. 1forkum - 3rd between Sycamore&Broadvmy v?c;.y 

Fourth Ward 

Samuel Br ue l - Hatter- Green St. 
Marcus Cohn ( 1iay er & Co.) Race bet Water & Front 
Eleazer Ezekiel - Liquor iJ}r e.hant- Pearl bet. Ma.in & Walnut 

b oa rds Peaii St· Rouse 
A. Friedle.nder - clerk - Green St. 
Nathan Goldsmith- Pedlar - Race Bet Front & 2nd. 
Daniel Goldstone - Pedlar - Race bet Front & 2nd 
Philip Heidelbach - Vine bet ~ront & 2nd 
Moses Heidelbach - trader - boards P. Heidelbach 
Joseph G· Jose ph - silve~smith- ~lm Bet Front & 2nd 
Morris E• Moehring ( M. E. 11. & co.) Fr ont bet Race & Elm 
Moses E. Meehring 
Mont ague Moses - Exchan~e broker - Car Main & 3rd 
Jacob -- ~viyers ( M. J Cohn/- Race bet Wat er & lront 
Jacob Silv e rstone - Clerk - Green bet Race & Elm 
Mor ris Symonds _ Clothing Store - Front bet Sycamore & Broadway 

3rd bet Vine & Race 
Phip SPIJlQnd - 3rd bst Plun & Elm 
Eleazar Ezekiel- Grocer - Main bet 6th & 7th 
Joseph Honas - 8th bet Vine & Race 
Samuel Levy & Co. _ Ci gar Store _ Court bet Walnut & Vine 
Sanuel Levy ( L. & Co. ) 
S • Menken - Fourth b e t Main & Walnut . 
Solomon Mos es _ grocer 5th bet Walnut & Vine ;p ~th bet C Vin~ & Ra.ce 
;Henry Steinberg & Son _ Drapers ~ Tailors - 111B:h n bet ana & 12th 
Vlolf Tr os t - pedla r 6th bet E~m &,,Plum 
Isaac Trost - pedlar 6th bet ~lm ~ Plum 

Sixth 'iVard 

Samuel Bruel - Hatter - 3rd between Weste rn Low & John 
I. Marks - dry goods !;>t ore - Cor Front & )Harnet 
R. Oppenheimer - clerk - cor John & 5th 

Seventh We.rd 
Isaac - Jo~~ bet Kemble & Richmond 

Freiburg - pedlar .LJ.il 

. I'; 



Samuel Levi - Pedlar - John betwee c . 
Samuel Nusbaum - Pedlar _ Fulton b nt ath~i:i.ne & Richmond 
J oseph Nusbaum - Pedlar _ Corner Caetwha. ee~ Kemble & Richmond 

•r. D ;i. rine & John Henry =eyers - ry gouds me r chan ts L d 
Solomon Samuels - Pedlar _ 6th b t ,' on non, I. John & Fulton e ween •lum & W• Row 

Advertisement Cincinnati Directory 1842 P. 333 

S • 1':Ien...1ce n 
Fourth between Mai n & Walnut Sts. 

Cincinnat i 
Agents for 

Ma.nu.facturer of 

S• J. Newstadt & Barnet 
Of 

Birminghrun & Lond9~ngland 
German Silver Jewelry Cutlery & Fancy Goods. 

In view of the f a ct that th~ area of Jewish settlement 

had spread over tm lo\ver part of t!e city a.nd a number of 
1 

families had cr ossed the Rhine it became necessary to found 

a c ongrega tion in that part of the city. To that end toward 

the end of the y ear 1847 a number of Jewish young men met. and 
. 2 

February 17, 1848 the c ongrega. ti on Ahabat.h Ac.him was started • 

Its first services were re ld in a .ba 11 on the second fl oor 

of a. building on the north west c orner of Pleasant and 15th St. 

The first Jewish Sewing Society in Cinc innat i was 

founded in 1846 £ or the purpose of cl othing the poor . It co

operated m. th t l:e La.dies Hebrew Benev ol ent Soc i e ties of whic.h 

it was an integral re.rt. Officers were Mrs• E. Mayer, Directres s 

Miss Hortense Mayer, Secretary, a.nd Mr s . A• Moss,Treasurer . 

The leading sp ir 1 t in the Communal activity of t.te city was the 

aPiri tual guide of the Be.ne Yeahurun Congregation Rabbi James 

rr . G l °'· ft to accept a call of the congregatton 
~ utheim who later '""' 

in ~ew Orleans. 

l Canal 
2 Brothe rly Love 



It seems fair to deduce from this record that the Jews were 

taking their place in the comm · 1 ercia life of the city and were 

developing busine s s lines such as clothing, dry goods, and 

general merchandis e with which they h.ad dealt in the countries 

from which they bad emigrated. 

Many of these mercmnt s !ad as already noted earlier,first 

been peddlars, then prosperit y. led them into be coming small 

merchants which branched out into wholesale and manufactur

ing undertakings. The peddlar sc. pply trade in Cine innati 

was from 1843 until very re~ently in the hands of Jews. This 

· was due to the fa.ct that Jewish immigrant peddlars preferred to li: 

deal with Jewish merchants because they could obtain credit more 

easily, and secondly because Jews ha.d been accustomed to trade 

with one another. In ClZ." der t.ha t the ieader may have a. con-

nected sequence of the le,ading events as they occurred in 

the development of tra ~incin~·ti Jew.i.s.h community~ I shal l 

briefly sketch them here in outline form, c.baracterizing 

the different IE· riods whenever the Y P ar:n i t of interpreta-

ti on. 

1846 

1847 

First Ladies Sewing Society~ organized. 
First case of arrest by Police o~ ·a Jew for 

violating Sunday la~. This pro?lem. 
continued to perturb· Jews of this ci ty 
for nany years• 

Founding of Congregation Adath Israel by Ger

man and Polish Jews called the Polis.he 

Shul • 
elects James K. Gutheim 

K. K. Bene Yeshurun 

.• 

IS 



Rabbi and Reader 
1848 

New Synagog building of K. K. B.ene 
Yeshurun dedicated 

on Lodge St. 

New Congregation Ahabath Achin 
organized in what was then 

the upper part of the city across the Canal· 
, same c ongre-

ga.ti on that year consecrated its cemetery in Clifton 

1849 Organization of the Talmid Yeladim Ins ti -cute 

1850 

18il 

ila-:t~iimie first Jewish secular & religious day school 

in Cine innati 

K. K. Ahabath Achim erect a synagog building on Race St. 

between 15th and Lib erty, eighty members 

Jewish Hospital founded 

Society for Relief of Jews in Palestine started by 

Hyman Moses, Nathan Lfa.lzer and J. K. Gutheim 

Contagious Cholera plague carried off many of Jewish 

population 

Allemania Society founded 

Noyoth the parochial school of K. K. Bene Israel starts 

its se~ions 

1852 K. K. Bene Israel dedicates its Uew synagog on Broadway 

and 6th st. , consists of 170 members English Jews. 

Sha.a.re Shomayim Congregation merged with X. K. Bene Israel 

1853 Marks the election of Dr· I. M. Wise as Rabbi Qf K. K. 

Bene Yesburun membership of congregation 180 ~erman Jews 

This congregation had always been considered strict

ly orthodox and the election of a Rabbi who was known to 



to be one or the 1 a ea ers of Reform was startling. 

The Occident in commenting on Wise's election 

has this to say, : "Cincinnat4 was • always considered 

an Orthodox center in the East . Th · e consequences of 

this a.ct upon the West remain to be seen." 

1854 American Israelite founded . 

1855 First B'na.i B1 ri-th lodge organized, Beth El Lodge #4 . 

Dr. Max Lillienthe.l another "Re:.t"ormer" el ected Rabbi 

of K. K. Bene Israel, an ultra oTthodox congregation. 

This causes secession of a part of' the ultra orthodox 

membership end form '1 tion of 

K. K. Sheri th Israel, Nathan Malzer leader ot· "the 

orthodox rorces . 

K. K. Sheri th Israel consecrates its ovm cemetery on· 

Lick Run. 

1855 Introduction o:t' :l~eforms in the Synagog ritual of K. K. 

Bene Jeshurun and Bene Israel.

First confirmation excercise held. 

t write a series of articles Dr. Lillienthal commences 0 

3 . of Zion College, the precusor of 
on Reform .,opening 

Opening address deliver ed 
~he Hebrew Union College. 

P Chase of Ohio. 
by Governor Solomon · 

1 P v ~9 • • Wise ' s ~eminiscences · ~v 
2. Occident Vol.I, No. 4. 
3. Menhag America. 

!J 



1856 Hebrew General Relief Society f ounded 

Phoenix Club Organized 

K. K. Sheri-th Israel received its Sta te charter 

Talmid ·yelodim Institute dedicate·s its school house 

on Ledge St• adjoining Bene Yeshurun s17YlaPoa 
"~ 0 0 

1987 First oall to Federation of e:xisting Jewish Chari table 

institutions and societies issued by Br. Lillienthal 

Protest meeting called against illiberal attitude of 

Switzerland to Jews. 

1858 Community organizes to act on Mortara case of Bologna 

1859 First2.rith Abraham Lodge organized 

1860 Community organizes for Relief of Moroecan Jews who were 

then in distresa 

K. K. Sh69:--i·th a>srael dedicates its new syn.agog on Lodge 

St. between 6th and 7th Streets. ~ 

1861 First Young Mens Hebrew Association organized. 

A number of Cincinnati Jews enlist on Union side at 

beginning of Civil War. 

1862 United Jewish Cemetery of K. K. Bene Israel and Bene 

Yeshurun dedicated on ita.lnut Hilla 

l865 K. K. Ahebath Achim elects Dr. Illowy, Rabbi 

l marked quite a lull in The Civil war as is noticeab e 

Co recommenced as soon as the war was over. llllnunal building which 

J ewish merchants had prior Owing to the fact that the 
to t the clothing business• the war he wa.r practically controlled 
oa for . d profits thru government 0 Ve them an opportunity :f:mX increase 
cot . and supplies . n racts for soldiers uniforms~ 



The Cine innati Times of December 6th. 1861 " . reports.th: fol-

lowing is an exhibt of the amount of clothing manufactured by 

Messers Mack Stadler & Glaoer since Aug 

Infantry Pants 
Cavalry " 
Infantry Overcoats 
Cavalry " 
Infantry Jackets 
Cavalry 11 

Blouses lined 
n Unlined 

1st." 
pieces 
64,624 

4,254 
31, 276 

4,254 
33,351 

4,234 
37,055 
12,500 

It is also reported ··in Israeli ta June 27, 1862 that C.b..arles 

Kahn has been awarded th&. contract for furnishing .fresh beef 

for the armies of Kentucky and Tennessee, which comprises the 

district of Ohio under General Buel. 

As a result of this increased }Jusiness the Jewish merchants 

of Cincinnati became irr.mena:Ly wealthy and bought a vast amount 
1 

of property and realr state • 

A little before and after the Civil War, the war causing a 

lull in immigration to Cincinna.ti,a number of Polish and 
had ar r ived ~.lnd 

Lithuanian Jews from Liboria and Suwalk ~ formed a colony of 

about fifty families. They had their own S~ochet,Mr. Solomen who is 

still with us. They took up their res~dence in the vicinity 

of 6th Street, Kenyon Ave, Findlay Market, Court St. and Central. 

Ave. They all became peddlars and organized a smll c ongre-

gat ion in 1865 wbich met on 8entral Ave. and Sth St. This 

later grew into the Beth .Tephillah oongregati on. pr omenent among 
brothers 

these Jews were Schachne Isaacst Max Isaacs, who were in the 

1 · See Bruel October, May 1863, January l, 1864. 

I' 



wholes ~:.le Dry Goods ~:nd Notion business, which a.._ -c ___ .uered to the 

peddlers tr2,de. 

Aaron Nathan - . Kalman H irschmcn, a lso in whole-

sale notion an d Dry Goods bus~ness. 

Moses Rosenbaum - Osher Pulaski i..:nd Simon Folk. _ 

This was the nucleus t ·or ·i,he l &ter tides of Russian immigra tion 

which came t o Cinci nnati • 

. The coming o:f:' Dr. Wise und Lillientha.l to t he spirit

ual E:.nd wha t lEl.ter becume the c ommunPl leadership of local Jewry 

ca.used a decided b a t -G le i-oyc-1.l -co break out between ·IJhe Orthodox 

and Reform wings which continued for qui tie a \/hi le before it 

abated. It led to 'the bringi~g here of Isaac Leaser from 

Philadelphia. fi r st i n .No·vember 1851 and again in Se:pt . 1857. 

The first time to warn against .dangers of Ref arm then spreading 

in East ~.nd West snd second t ime t o dedicate a Sepher Torah 

for Sheri th Israel Congregation nnd to at"tack Reform which had 

been making a steady headway in three of' t he five loc r..l congre

gations. Cincinna ti in 1857 :possessed :five congregations with 

a membershi:p 0~ six hundred, two of which could still be con-

81.• de d d Its esti·m;?.ted Jewish population was re strictly Ortho ox. -

between 6000 and 7000. Many of the 



maintained 
Orthodox lenders) Leeser among them, that Reform was bringing 

"dis union and an unpappy contentiOUs Spirit among the Jews 

of America which was bound to end in disaster'' "Tho all these 

religious cJ:arges were taking place, the Sabbath was observed 

by unny even af the business men,and religion was discussed 

with an exrnestness which is not witnessed even in Atlantic 
"T 1 cities _his from Loeser • 

Dr. Wise in discussing conditions during this period 

among the general population of Cine innat i in 1856 says: -

"Frivolity and indifference was the . order of the day and atheism 

and hatred of a.11 religio!ls were rampant among the Gernmi.s in 

Cincinna.ti,especially under the aeg;i.~ of Freeman's Hall". 

Discussing the internal co.nditions both among Orthodox and Re-
2 

form Jews, Wise says: - "As everywhere in Arrerica, so also 

were the differences, prejudices and jealousies between the 

congregations in Cincinnati. These were caused mostly by the 

national prejudices, broughtfrom ~urope. Englishmen, Poles 

and Germans, and among tre: l'B.tter, north and sou th Germans 

old and Rhine Bavarians, Hessians and Alsatians, etc. enter-

tained no kindly feelings forome another. They teased each 

other whenever opportunity offered itself, this led to malig-

nity at times. Further there were the individual interests 

and the pride of every congregation which found expression in 

raillery, an additional and special disagreement between the 

Bene Israel and Bene Yeshurun was caused by the opposition of 

the ~~~ter having been organized in opposition to the former 

l InOccident Nov. 1857 
2 Rememscences P. 275, 278 



by the Germqns as against the predom~na.ti'ng E 
... 'nglish and used 

the " Min.hag Ashkenaz instead of :Minha"' Polen ~ " . 
0 , the ref ore 

harmonious and friendly cooperation between these two co:ngre-
ga.ti onswas out of quest ion. Tho th ey cooperated wonderfully 

well in all communal matters and their re spective Rabbis were 

dear and mutual friends and colleagues. In spite of the feel

ings of hostility between the two c angregati ons Bene Israel 

and Bene Yeshurun, the fo?'!mr invited Dr· Wise to become the 

.Joint Rabbi of both congrega tions in fact J~le~ct'i~ him for 

life at a general me!bting of the Boa.rd, by a vote of ninety 

three to twelve. The resolution rea d. as follows:-

"That the rabbi of Bene Yeshurun congregation. is here

by eaeoted for liie rabbi of Bene Israel Congregation, vtl th 

the understanding tha t he is to preach alternately in both 

synagog, and to discharge all rabbinical functions in both 

congregations". 

"fhat the Bene Israel Co:ngregs.ti on proceed at o·nce to 

build .a school, and the said Rabbi is e leoted superintendent 

of this school. 

"That the Bene Israel Congregati_on contribute as much 

as the Bene Yeshurm Congregation toward the support of the 
1 

Rabbi • Dr. Wise temporarily assumed the Rabbinical f1;2-llctions 

in Bene Israel proceeded to open a school called Noyo~h, but 

naught came of the whole project because of the firm opposition 
which 

of Bene Yeshurun WfilJ: stoutly opposed giving Bene Israel the --· 
1 See Wise's Reminiscences P 276 



benefit of their Rabbi. 

lifQrthodox Rabbis e~aPed · 
o in continual warfare, which 

raged for years with slaughterers butch .... , ers, womens bathhouse .- -
keepers, Matzoth ba.~s, Bthragian dealers and Menhagin 

" peddlers. 

Leeser in remarkin&,n the large Jewish Population 

~ere said in 1857 duriYia.· his visit·.- n.m t• ·'C) ae no ice on walking 

thru the streets the marked features which the Jews give t .o the ponula 
t lbon 

proportion to general population than in any other American 

city. How much good could be done if they were united the 

more so as the wealth of many is unquestionablY great to judge 
1 

from appearances, and liberality is not wanting either." 

Leaser proved himself to be a close observer when he commented 

on the generous charitable spirit of the Cincinnati community • 

.Economically tbe Ci:nci nnati Jewish community had prospe·-red great-

ly. The Jews had captured and monopolized the clothing in-
as 

dustry both manufacturers and merchants, in entire West and 

Southwest • 'There \Vere in 1858 over 200 Jewish whole:sale merchants 

and manufacturers and 3bout four hundred retail dealers and 

mechanica,giving employment to about 4,000 operatil'es. Their 

credit was excellent and well established was their reputations. 

Seve'T'al of the Israelites own and cultivate their own farms in 

outskirts of city among t he·m being Messers Elsas, Springer, . ~nd 

Trounstine, the latter making farming his exclusive business • . 

As citizens they are highly reppected for their industry which 

l Occident Vol 15 P 360 

·. 



contributes 1 :. rgely to the pros . ... 
- . per1 i,,y or the city; for little 

trouble they give the police courts and 
are rarely represented 

in penitentiaries 2nd fo th 
. r eir entire lack of political office 

seeking." 

The opinion of Rev. Dr. Conway who was one of 

Ci11cinna t i 's most prominent · t· ci izens and divines at this time is 1. 
worthy of notice. 

My defense of the Jews made them my friends and 

important friends "they \Yare, many of ·the :tamilie :..; being highly 

cul ti vo.ted as well as weal thy. Their Rabbis were as able and 

learned as any in America. Dr. Isaac M. Wise was a man of 

great good sense a nd energy. He recognized even before I did 

myself that my Christianity (Unitarianism) so far from being 

inimical to his r ace and religion gave support to beth. He 

Wished his race and religion to have the credit of huving pro

duced Jesus. I was invited ut times to lecture before Jewish 

societies and w:0. s entertained i n their companies. I speedily 

discovered tha t ·che m&j ori 1,,-y o'f De. \'/ise 's synagogue were not 

believers in 

1. In Autobiography of Moncure Daniel Conway, Volm:1e 1, page.274-5. 
About ·i.;ha."t time 1858 a little recrudescence. o:r J?TeJudice ag~inst 
the Jews occured in connection with an organization ?alled tne 
Cincinnati zouaves Guard against which I protested in the papers, 
and I even attacked Shakespeare on account or ~he 'figure of 
Shylock just the~ being impersonated on our stage. 



Supernaturalism but simple ~eists. The other Jewish society , 

(Bene Israel Congregati'on) that f 0 Dr. Lilhentbal was also 

libefJ.l, but more cautionsly so. These did not have the same 

desire that I found in Rabbi ··Vise 's to i' mpress the general 

community wi t h a be lief ih the a ccoid of Judaism with modern 

Science and Philosophy.'' 

Among the learned professions"we are represented 
1 

says Israelite , by two ~~bbis, Wise end Lilhenthal, three 

physicians, Bettmn, Frank and Rosenfeld; four lawyers , 

Abrahams (two brothers) Johnson and Wolf; about ten public 

school teachers among them, Buttenwieser, Cohn, Dr· Dessar, 
2 

Lipman, Dr. Ma.yer 1\fu.yerstein, Schornbrun, Dr. Veit, Miss 

Sichel and ot hers. I sraelites belong to almost all 

fraternities, Masons, 6dd Fellows, Druids Red Men, Haugari 

and the Jkrcantile Library Association, Etc. 

They support their own Temples, synagog, Charities, 

etc. spending about i>60,000 per y.ea.r. Among their institutions 
3 

are 2 Relig ious Schools , a Jewish Hospital, Benevolent 

Societies to support the resident or travelling poor; f cnr 

Literary and ~ocial societies; a ~strict ~rand Lodge and four 

B' nai . Bri thLodges". 

One very noteworthy phenomena"(Vwhich can not .be over-

looked in dealing with the progress and development of Cincin

nati, Jewry from e~r~iest . times is this. Most of the 

l June 18, 1858 
3 Tulmid Yelodu.m Institute and Noyoth 
2 ~eacher in one of the High Schools 



·-

leading English and German Jewish fa . 1 . 
mi ies who were falling 

heir to communal leadership were"landesleut ,, h d ' e a come from 

the same towns in Germen~ they intermrried among one another . 

and thereby formed a most homogeneous group, which took a 

family pride in communal leadership. Besides the radiating 

influences of their two powerful and visioned leaders .Wise 

and Lillienthal ,account for much of the initiative in communal 

advancement \vhich characterized Cincinnati even in these early days 
to 

and caused it ,· stand out as the Queen Bity among the J,ewish com-

munities of America. Whether Cincinnati would have attained 

her enviable reputation without Wise and Lillienthal is doubt-

ful. 
pre~ohed 

Tho Reform Rabbis/that the Jews were a religious group 
the vommunity 

~, ~.x:~ttX11 continued to erect all those forms of inner 

Communal li£e such as the societies and institutions mentioned 

above covering aspects of Jewish life other than merely the 

religious which were so characteristic of the olden Europen 

Jewish K&hillas. 

Thus the tradition for Jewish co~nunal organization 

was being continued even here in the New World. 

We have now reached a point in our historical nar-
~M~ 

rative where the Jewish community seems to attained a strong 

conscious sense of its communal responsibilities• Its 

activities begin to branch cut into a maz• of aspects 

l tl 0 ic social, economic, frareligious, educational, phi an ir P ' 

t th-t can best be t. reated in separate chapters. ernal, etc. ..u.ci 



our obj_ect shall be to trace the developmer1t of social tenden-
cies and attitudes rather tian a mere narration of incidents, 

some important, some curious , for what we gene rally mean by the 

trite statement that "history repeats itself"is not that in

cidents that happened in the past recur ,for this is almost im

possible ~when once we rea.lize that as we progress the social 

oomditions ... .1.nd circumstances which give birth to an Event change 

with the passing of time,· \that we really mean it seems to me· 

is) that ideas, mevement s , tendencies in life which arose at one 

period in the past have the cmracter, j stic tendency of linger

ing on and developing into motivating powerful influences out 

of which a series of events follow. It is because we are pri-

marily interested in seeing how the communal, organizational, 

phase of Jewish life which we regard as a continuum has molded 

itself under the stimulating liberal influences of Democracy 

that this study in modern Jewish community building was 

undertaken. 



HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

1865 - 1881 

1881 - 1918 

(Briefly sketched) 



1865 - 1881. 

The period following the Civil war found the Jews of Cincinnati 
quite affluent and in a position to engage a series of communal un-

dertakings whioh had been held in abeyance during the War. The fol-

lowing narrative of events olearly illustrates that it was during the 

period between 1865 - 1881 that the curve of communal activity reached 

one of its highest points. 

1866. Cholera and its concomittant aistress. 

Jewish Hospital dedicated at Third and Baum Ste. 

New Temple, Bene Yeshurun, dedicated at Eighth and Plum Ste. 

K.K. Ahabath Achim dedicate their new temple on John st. 

1867. Out of 437 inmates at Longview only 7 were Jews. 

1867. Mutual Endowment Association of the Bnai Brith organized. 

1868. Jews in civic affairs (Israelite, Feb.21,1868.} 

Mass meeting called to protect German Emigrants by German Im

migrant Aid Society to do away with abuses of ships ply

ing between Hamb~rg, Germany, and .New York, due to lack 

of physcians and sanitation. Many deaths have occurred 

at sea. On the committee are Marcus Fechheimer, who is 

one of the Vice Presidents; and on Committee of Resolu

tions to bring matter before Secretary of State is Squire 

Renau and Dr. Lillienthal, who suggests writing •o Oount 

Bismark, Premier of New German C·onfedera.tion. 

1869. Controversy begins over the reading of the Bible in the Publio 

Schools to which· Ca.tholios and Jews were opposed. 
' 

I. 



1969. K.K.Bene Israel deiioatea it a new temple at Eighth and Kound 
Sta. 

Beth Tephilla (Shachne Shul)organized. 

18'12. Lodge of Independent Order Free Sons of I srael organized. 

Large fair in aid of Cleveland Orphan Asylum held at ~usio Hall. 

1873. Union of American Hebrew Congregations formed. 

Hebrew Union College opened. 

1874. First lodge of Kesher Shel Ba.rzel organized in Cincinnati. 

1879. Dr. Wise demands the Revocation of Russo .American Treaty on 

account of Russian discrimination against naturalized A

merican Jewish citizens holding or acquiring land in Russia. 

During this period from 1861 - 1881, there were five congregations 

in Cincinnati besides a few Orthodox Ohevras which held ~inye.n and 

services. The four social clubs, Allemania, Phoenix, h"u.reka,and Har

mony, provided the social and recreational entertainment for the com

munity, - balls, theatricals and banquets being held during festival 

of Purim and Hanuka.h. 

~he Religious Schools were growing in number and in 1873 there 

were five schools with 8 total enrollment of over 700 pupils. Moat 

' of these schools were fna.intained by the congregations. They held 

Beeeione on Saturday and Sunday mornings; tuition was free, and the 

curriculum aonsisted of Religion, History, Bible, and Hebrew. 

The Cincinnati Directory of 1880 reeords Jewish women's organiza-

tions: 

Allemania Women's Soeiety. 

Deborah Frauen Lodge No.l. 

Jewish Women's Society. 

The community was growing. 



1881 - 1918·. 

The year 1881 marks the beginning of a new era for the Cincinnati 

Jewish Community. It was in this year that the Russian and Ea8t Eu

ropean immigration "en masse" started. The reasons for this migra

tion we have already discussed elsewhere. Owing to the suddenness of 

the "invasion" t the Jewish community was unprepared to handle the 

many problems of relief. Education, vocational placements, etc., which 

the new immigrants caused to arise. These immigrants were from Kiev, 

Yekate{):()slav, Odessa, Wilna, Kovna, and the other Lithuanian and 

Southern Russian oenters of Jewish population. Among those who came 

and who soon rose to a position of affluence and:cleadership in their 

own group were Messrs. Manisohewitz, Hilkowitz, Hefshel Saohs, L. & H. 

Rosenberg, Blachachl'-eger, Miller, and others . 

During the week of Qot.21,1881, there arrived in Cincinnati 26 

male Russian Jewish regugees. Their occupations were those of arti

sans, clerks, traveling grain buyers, and petty merchants. 

Positions were readily found for the mechanics, and the others were 

fitted out with packs of small notions, etc. , and sent out into the 

surrounding country to peddle. They were assured that under no cir

aumetances would they be neglected or permitted to become dependent. 

Th k ·t d the arrival of an additional 123, e following wee s wi nesse 

among them 23 fSIPilies with 44 ohildren. 
t the arrival of 250 Russian 

The "Israelite" of July 21,1882, repor s 

Refugees from Liverpool. Forced to spend the night in the Little 



Mi8D11 Railway depot. , where the employees supplied 
them with bread and 

ooff ee. Then they were removed to the . 
grounds of the JeWish Hospital. 

The Ladies Sanitary and Educational Aid Society wae 
soon on hand. $2000 

was raised for immediate use D ti 
• ona ons began to pour in~ including a 

Oheok of $100 from Chas. P T-""t f 
• a.4 ' 

0 the Times-Star Publishing co. Com-
mittees to take care of the new arrive.ls were organized. From other 
non Israelites there came cheeks: 

Lane & Bodley Co. $100. 

Wm. Henry Davie 25. 
T.C. Campbell -- 25. 

Ca.pt. John Kyle -- 20. 

German Immigrant Aid Society 150. 

Meanwhile the community was appealing for funds· to clothe, feed, and 

house these new arrivals. 

During the week of Feb. 24. 18a2!il a meeting af representatives from 

the various congregations of the city was called to form a communal com

mittee which should have eharge of providing for the refugees as long as 

they kept arriving. 

An organization was aff eoted called the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Sooiety 

Of Cincinnati. The following committee was appointed to solicit funds: 

Julius Freiberg, Ike J. Friedlander. B. Marks, E. Newman, ~. Pappenheimer. 

Another committee to take charge of the Refugees and to devise and report 

a Pla.n for further action consisted of Y. Loth, Henry Stix, Max Isaacs, 
- . 

Dr, M. Lillienthal, L. Fletcher. Thus the best and most able of the 

(l) See Iara.elite, Feb. 24, 1882. 



comm.unity were enlisted in . the support of their newlv 
., arrived brethern. 

The ladies organized schools • a Sanitary and Eduoational Aid Sooiety 
1n the Plum St. Temple vestry, to clean, feed a.nd clothe the poor chil-
dren of the immigrant families. 

The Young Men's Hebrew Association formed evening classes .for teach

ing of English, Amerioan History, and Civics. :.The Mound st. Temple . 

(Bene Israel) opened a Sabbath School for the children ~ in fact, every

thing possible was done to make these new comers feel at home. The re

sults were worth while. In ·July 1882, 21 of these Russian refugees ap

plied for their deolaration papers at the Probate Court, thus ah.owing 

their intention of becoming citizens of their newly adopted country. 

At a meeting of the Russian Refugee Relief Committee of Cinoinnati 

held in the vestry rooms of the Plum St. Temple, it was reported that 

$20000 had been distributed, and 1800 people had already been cared for 

by t}le Society. 
~h 

In the issue of Isr~elite, Kay 26,1862, Dr. Wise in an editorial 

entitled "The·: Future of Juda.ism and Russian Immigration", pointed out 

the danger~ arising £rom the Russian Jewish Immigration "en masse" to 

this countty. They were: 

l) The strain on the existing Jewish Charities, which were not 
' · 

preps.red for this emergency. 

2) The c~lture and manners of the immigrants were entirely in form 

"Unless 11, h. e say.a, "they adopt Ameridifferent from our own. 

aan culture, they will disturb our social status and do con,-

sidera.ble ~amage to the good reputation which our co-religion~ 

iete have estab1ished for themselves." 



Re therefore suggested the following plan 
of procedure. 

1) All minors should be sent to the public schools 

lish. 

2) All minors should be sent to Sabbath Schools. 

3) Send the young people to night school. 

to learn Eng-

4) Let every immigrant at once declare hie int ention of becoming 

an American citizen. 

5) Education of Russian Rabbis to elevate and enlighten the Rus

sian Jews - and suggested that some of their young men be 

sent to the Hebrew Union College to study for ;he Ministry. 

This programme reveals the patronizing., yet true, attitude which 

the German Jews adopted in the treatment of their Russian brethern -

it was always the danger that these "boorish Russians" would reflect 

on their own standing with the non-Jewish community that prompted 

their desire to see them hastily Ameriom !zed by which process the 

German Jews implied a desire to eradicate from the Russian Jewish 

'~eyohio" those elements which they considered "Ghettoish" - that 

the Russian Jews soon detected and bitterly resented this charitable 

Patronizing attitude soon Qeoame evident in the struggle for self

realization, mutual self help, and self development which started 

among the new settlers, and which resulted in the undertaking of 

many communal enterprises by the Russian Jew. 

i i 1 Dr. Wise on June 30, 1'aa2,Cl) 
Pollowing up his earlj.er ed tor a , 

wrote suggesting the settlement upon free government land of the 

Ru Ortunity to eettle the 
Beian Jewish immigrants. Here was an opp 

Cl) See Israelite. 
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Jews on the soil a.g~in. The oall was heeded and a colony composed 

of 20 families oonsiating of 60 souls, of Russian Jews left for the 

wilds of Kansas under the direction of Messrs. Leo Wise and Charles 

De.vis' to found the Beerseba. Colony• To further assist the coloni

!ation movement, an organization known as the Maocabees, was formed 

whioh superbeded the Russian Relief Committee. Its officers were 

M. Loth, President, and Leo Wise, Secretary. The name of this soci

ety was later changed to the wHebrew Union Agrioultural Society". 

At a still later date in the early pa.rt of 1909, Dr Deutsch suooeed

ed in stimulating the founding of Jewish truck farmers in the environs 

of Oinoinna.ti. 

That the Russian Jew has made good and adapted himself readily 

to his new environment, seeking out a.nd oreating new opportunities, 

and above all proving himself to be thorough1y selfreepecting and 

"no ehnorrer" has been evidenced many times. Their present afflu

ence and struggle for Jewish leadership a.nd representation in com

muneJ. affa.ias, attests to their ability a.nd dee1re for self realiza-

tion. 

In 1897(1) Dr .. Wise, who was so fearful in 1882 lest the Russian 

Jew jeopradize the standing of the German Jews in this country, writes 

e.e follows: 

It is assumed that there are 8000 Russian-Polish Jews in Cincin-

l 

bv the b•rbarous wrath of Alexander III. Among them: nati, driven there ~ Q 

4 physicians 

1 druggist 

Cl) See· Israelite, April 29 • 



2 lawyers. 

l civil engineer. 

3 professors at the Hebrew Union College. 

5 graduate Rabbis. 

Ua.ny of the men and women work in factories ahoTis and · ~t , ~ , ,_ o ores, or 

at their own mechanical -trades; others a.re bakers, butchers, tailors, 

shoe.makers, c~rpenters, glaziers; a small number do business in thetr 

own stores, mostly in the grocery line, cigar making, retailing of 

clothing, general furnishings, or as hucksters and peddlers in all 

kinds of goods. 

Very few, moetl¥ the new-comers, are absolutely poor, so that the 

wards of the charities amount to ~ne per oent of that population. 

Police and oriminal records and penitentiary and jails show that their 

morale are good, Hardly any Jewish names are on that list. They send 

their children regularly to public schools, a very fair proportion go 

through the High Schools. They support four congregations with syna

gogues of their own five without building of their own, and one Tal-• . . 

mud Torah. A large number of them go to Sabbath Schools connected 

with the Temples. They support a goodly number o~ Sehoahtim and Cha

zanim, all poorly paid, and only one Rabbi, In politios this Ruee1an-

Polieh community is tully Americanized. n(l l 
1881-1918. 

1881. Beth Tephilla Congregation aoqu~ree and moves into its own 

synagogue building. 

Movement of Jewish population to the Hills started first to 

Walnut Hills - later to Avondale. 

(1) Sea Israelite, April 29, 1897. 



1882. Death of Dr. Max Lillienthal. 

Attempt to colonize Russian Jewish refugees in Kansas. 

Call to Federation of Jewish Charities at annual meeting of 

Jewish Hospital. 

1883. Home -for Jewish Aged aw\ Infirm founded. 

1884. Jewish Ladies Society started for the relief of eiok poor. 

Plum st. Temple Industrial School for girls started - move 

in thedirection of Vooational Education. 

1885. K.K. Shearith Israel dedicated ite new synagogue on Riohmond 

and Mound Ste. 

Synagogues - 1885. ( 1.) .. 

Bene Israel 

Beth Tefillah 

Eighth e.nd Mound Sta. 

184 Longworth St. 

Judah Kaletzky, Rabbi. 

Beth Haloieses 359 Oentral Ave. 

EJ.ias H. Hilkowitz, Rabbi~ 

Ahab°" Achim John and : Melanchton Sta. 

Aaron Poemanyk, Rabbi. 

Bene Yeshurun Eighth and Plum Ste. 

Dr. Wise, Rabbi. 
· , 

Beth Hamedrash Hagodol 342 Central Ave. 

Abrahsn ~ox, President. 

Adath Israel Senntb:":and We.lnut Sts. 

Henry Kuttner. Babbi. 

Shearith Israel ~ E cor. Ninth and We.lnut Ste. ». • 

E oor. Mound and Richmond Ste. 
Kesher Yisro~l 1 • • 

E.L. Schlesinger, Rabbi. 

(l) See Cincinnati Direotory, 1886. 

c;. 
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Jewish Sooieties and Associations 1886, 

Allema.nia. 

Allemania Women's Society. 

Ohevra Xadisha.. . ' 

N.W, aor. ~ourth and Central Ave. 

474 Walnut st. 

Central and Wade Sta. 

Chevra Gemiloe Chass.dim Jewish Women's Lodge. Central and Wade st . 
Deborah Frauen Lodge No.l. 

Hebrew General Relief. 

Ninth and Central Ave. 

57 w. Third st. 
Meets every Sunday morning from 10 - 11. 

Judah Touro Cemetery Assooiation. 

Meets at Germania Hall 22 w.court St. 

Phoenix Olll:b• N.E. oor. Court end Central Ave. 

In Phoenix Hall. 

Union of American Hebrew Cp~gregations. 

Hebrew Union College 44 W. Sixth St. 
' 

Young Men'e Hebrew Association Ninth and Walnut Ste. 

Bna.1 Brith. 

'I Lodges. 

Independent Order Free Sons of Israel. 

3 Lodges. 

Order Xeeher Shel Barzel. 

6 Lodges. 
1886. K.X. Beth Hamedrash Hs.godol founded - new orthodox Russian 

Jewish Congregation. 

ltJ. 

188'7. The Cincinnati Club organized for social and literar7 purposes. 

Jewish Shelter Home founded by Russian Jewish Orthodox Jews. 



1889. Te.1mud Torah Society formed for instructing poor Jewish Or-

thodox children. 

1890. Jewish Hospital buildings in Avondale dedicated. 

1890. Not a single Jew among the 544 inmates of House of Refuge. 

1891. Kitchen Garden Society organized. 

1892. First day nursery in Cincinnati started. 

1893. Gemilath Chasodim Society (Hebrew Free Loan Association) 

founded by Russian Jews. 

1895. X.K. Beth Hemedrash Hagodol dedicates its new synagogue 

718 Kenyon Ave. 

1896. Formation of United Jewish Charities - a federation of 

existing Jewish Charitable Societies and Institutions. 

Branch of Alliance Israelite Universelle formed. 

1897. Plum St. Temple Industrial Schools for boys organiz-ed. 

1898. Pirst Zionist Society in Cincinnati, the Ohave Zion, started. 

Federation of Jewish Charities of America launched in Cincin-

nati. 

1899. JeWish Settlement founded. 

1900. Death of Dr. I.M.Wise. 

1901. Losantiville Country elub formed. 

1902. Foster Home dedicated. 

Yad Charutzim Synagogue dedicated on Olinton St. 

J.903.-· x.x. Bene Yeshurll.n ·builds Reading Road Sabbath Sohoo1·, 

Avondale. 

1906. Maes meeting called fer Russian Jewish Defense organization. 

//. 



1906. Council Of Jewish Women organized. 

Temple of K.K. Bene Israel in Avondale dedicated. 

Convalescent Home dedicated. 

1907. Society for the erection of an Orthodox Old Folks Home organized. 

1908. The beginning of influx of Driental Turkish Jews into Oinoin~ 

na.ti. 

Organization of Free Burial Sooiety (Oheeed Shel: Emeth) by 

Orthodox Jewish women. 

1912. New buildings of Hebrew Union College opened 1n Clifton. 

1913 •. Home for Orthodox Old Folks dedioated on Walnut Hills. 

1913. Founding of Jewish Labor Lyoeum. 

1915. Orthodox Congregation K.K. Tif ereth Israel dedicated on Walnut 

Hills. 

Open.ing of School for Jewish Social Ser"tice to train workers -

Principal Dr. Boris D. Bogen. 

1916. Temple Center movement started. 

1) Wise Center. 

2) Rockdale Center. 

1916. Organization of Jewish Co-operative Society. 

1917. Dedication of K.K. Keneseth Israel Synagogue. Avondale. 

Dedication of K.K. Ada.th Israel Synagogue, Avondale. 



Oriental Jews in C1no1nnat1. 

In 1900 there ca.me to the United States a new tide of Jewish 

immigration, quite different in character and social composition 

from the streams of Jewish immigration that had come to America 

heretofore. These were the Oriental Jews who had emigrated from 

the Leva.ntine an4 commonly called Turkish or Spanish Jews. Cin

cinnati received its quota of these new immigrants. These new co

mers settled mostly in interior communities. As compared to the 

Russian Jewish immigrants they must be regarded as an entirely dif

ferent social group, in their occupations, socio-psyohologioal and 

religious outlook. 

Their growth in Cincinnati is as follows: (1) 

1908 there were 34. 

1909 " n 60. 

1910 n " 95. 

1911 " " 116. 

1912. " " 182. 

1913 . " " 219. 

(Since the war all immigration from Orient ceased l. 

These :figures did not include 27 native born children and three 

wives of Russian extraction. 

"The Cincinnati Oriental Jewish Community was closely interrelated. 

There were two groups _ one consisting of 8 families, totaling 45 in-

statistics taken from Maurice B. Hexter'a study, "The Dawn of a 
(l) New· Problem in Jewish Charities, 11 vol.lY, no.5. 



dividua.ls who had come from Salonioa. in European Turkey; the other 

group from the Dardanelles conai.eted of 42 heads of households, ma

king 174 in all." 

These immigrants were Sephardic in their religious outlook, e.nd 

their ritual was entirely different from that of the Eilropea.n Jews. 

Upon their settlement in .Cincinnati, they ._. completely isolated 

themselves from the rest of the Jewish oommuni ty. Their language 

·wa.e different from the Yiddish of the Russian, Polish, Galicia.n, e.nd 

Rouma.nia.n Jews, it being Ladino - a. mixture of Hebrew. Spanish, Tur

kish and some little Yiddish. They bad their own synagogue, and 

coffee house. 

The±t residenoee were, quite unfortunately, almost entirely lo

cated in the segregated district of Cincinnati, where the housing 

conditions a.re bad. Their oapa.cities for assimilation of American 

ideas were almost mil, which showed itself in that very few of them 
"y\t'{'r:~ 

beoame naturalized. Most of them were f'skilled in any trades as were 

the Russian Jews _ this ie clearly revealed by th~ following cla.asi

fiaation of the occupations in which they were engaged in 1913: 

Trade:... and Transportation 

Insurance solicitor 

Salesman in post card shop 

Candy stand 

Hot to•alies 

Peddlers 

Vegetable dealers 

:eool room 

1 

5 

2 

5 

5 

2 

-2 -
Tot~l 20 

l'f 



Manufacturing and Mechanical Trade a 
Tin factory (unskilled) 

Matzos Bakery (Manischew~tz). 
-14 {unskilled) 

Candy factory (unskilled) 

30 

a 

4 

10 

14 

5 

1 

Shoemakers 

Tailors 

Pressers 

Blacksmith 

Carpenter 

Cigar Maker 

Domestic and Personal Servioe 

Waiters 

Bua boys 

Common Laborers 

4 

1 -Total 77 

Total 

9 

3 

2 

14 

Their weekly incomes ranged from ~.oo to f20.00 per week - the 

median •age being $10.00 per week. 

They had. their own society called "La Hermandad" - the Brother

hood. Which was founded in 1910.· Their coffee houses aot as their 

aocial oenter and club. 

Ml-. Hexter, after a careful survey of their situation, recommended 

among other things "need for trade education, - recreational facilities 

and Americanization". 



In 1883 the St. Louie Jewish Tribune ~aid • the Cinoinnati Jew-

i~h community a tribute which, in my estimation, still holds good 

today. 

"Cincinnati is the center of Jewish Amerios.n life. Its Jews 

wield a stronger and more popular influence as leaders and initiators 

of religious and eooi al enterprise in American Ju.de.ism, though there 

are communities in the United Sta.tee far older and more numerous • 

their elementary strength is more vigorous in -their intellectual 

work. 

"There are three salient and indispensable ca.uses for Cinoinna-
-

ti' a suooess, First - The homogeneous oharaoter of Cincinnati Jewry. 

The bulk of them were Bavarian and kindred Jews. The South-German 

Jew has a peculiar blend of good qu&rl.ities. He combines : 

Scrupulosity with enterpri~e, 

Sobriety with vivacity, 

Thriftiness with generosity, 

Ambition with modesty. 

"Second _ The topograp~ioal and ethnogra.phioa.l position of Cin-

cinnati; the Queen City. Its population ranks among the more refined 

16. 

and prosperous, thoroughbred, libersl Americans, making Cincinnati one 

of America's great munioipalitjes. The aoma.n Catholic Church flour•; '· 1 

iehed ~here also Protes~ant aggreeivenees and-education. Stimulated 
' 

b1 their neighbors, the Jews tried ha.rd to keep pace with the rest of 

their fellow-citizens. 
- d f having men like Wise and "Third - The fortunate ooinci enoe o 

Lillienthal as their spiritual leaders. There were no tarnadoes of 



of Rabbinical wrath and jealousy. 

gether. n( l) 
The two worked harmoniously to-

The Israelite supplements the following other causes: 

(&) The Cincinnati Press was always well disposed towards them. 

(b) Cincinnatiane are a liberal class of p~ople. 

(o) The Jewish laity consisted of men like Henry Mark, Marcus 

Feohheimer, Phil Heidelbaoh, Jacob Seasongood, Moritz 
I 

Loth, Solomon Levi, B.Bettman, Julius Freiberg, B .. Simon, 

Abe Friedlander, Max Thurnauer, Solomon 1riedman A.Aub 
' ' 

and others. 

It should however be added that since that date the sons and 

daughters of the older Jewish residents have oontinued in the foot

steps of their parents. The Russian ani East European Jews, too, 

are doing their aha.re in furthering the advancement., not al.one ot 

their own brethern and "landesleute•, but also adding to the pres

tige and glory of the fair name of the Cinoinnati Jewish ~ommunity. 

As we glance over the variety and number of organizations, 

institutions, all modes of arlioul.ated self expression which the 

Jews of Cincinnati have developed embracing every aspect or ~eli
gioue, economic. cultural, philanthropic, relreational and social 

life, we fe~l justified in drawing the. deductions that they have 

withou* state compulsion, and with the whole hea.rted sympathy of 

their non Jewish ~ellow{ ~itizens, organized all the elements of 

(1) See Israelite, June 1, 1883, 

//. 



an inner Jewish life which bear the traces of the old norms of in

ner Jewish communal organieation "Ollder which the Jews lived in Eu~ 

ropea.n lands - the tradition has been carried on, in spite of the 

persistent olaima ma.de by Rabbis of the radical reform wing of Ju.

dsism that the Jews are merely a religious community. If this were 

true, then there would be no room nor justification for the many 

sided inner Jewish development quite apart from the purely reli

gious phase which we find ertant. The Jew remains what he histori~ 

cally was - a Jewish eooial group bound together by a common raoial, 

historical, and cultural past in which the religious note was and 

continues to be dominant. Heit to a common past. enjoying a oom~ 

·mon present. they look fnrward to a common Jewish fUture. Study

ing the Je'W18 past while analyzing his present, there seems to be 

no reason to despair of a glorious Jewish future. 

In the further chapters of this history we shall discuss in 

detail the many sided Jewish activities, both of a oivie,ae well as 

of a Jewish oommuna l nature. 

/ '( 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF CINCL~NATI. 

* * * * * * 

Cincinnati known as the Queeen City of the west is lo

cated in Hamilton County Which was the second County eatablisheed 

in the Northwestern Territory. It was formed Jan. 2, 1790 by pro

clamation of Governor St. Clair and named a~er General Alexander 

Hamtlton. The facts concerning the early settlement of Cincinnati 

are these; In the winter of 1787-88, Katthks Denman of Spring-

field, New Jersey, purchased of John Cleves Symmes a tract of land 

comprising 740 acres, with the object of forming a station, and 

laying out a town on the Ohio side opposite the mouth of the Lick

ing River and establishing a ferry which last was especially im-

portant. The old Indian war path from the British Garrison at 

Detroit here crossed the Ohio River and here was the usu.al avenue 

by which savages from the North had invaded Kentucky. Denman paid 

five shillings per acre in Contimental scrip or about less than 

$125. in s pecie for the entire plat. He called t:m proposed town 

Losantiville. a name formed by him from the Latin nos" mouth, the 

Greek "anti" opposite and the French "ville: City ~rom its position 

opposite the mouth of the Licking River. This name it retained 

unt11 the advent of Governor st. Clair, Jan. 2, 1?90, who being a 

member of the old Revolutionary Army Society of Cincinnatus, ex

pressed a desire to change the name to Cincinnati, which was com

plied with. 



EARLY BEGINNINGS OF CINCINNATI. 

As soon as the settlers landed (Dec 1788) th • ey commenced 

erect i~ three or four cabins the first of hi h • w c was built on Front t 
east o:f and near Main St. The corner table f l o and as well as hills 

were then covered with forest land and it was thru tl:e: table forest 

land that the fir st streets were out. A.a these were laid out the:y 

ex~ended :from Eastern Row, now Broadway. to Western Row, now central 

Ave. and from the river as far north as the Northern Row, now seventh 

st. The majority of the early settlers were from New Jersey, Penn

sylvania and Nll.ryland. 

In 1791, Cincinnati had little increase in population•• 

about cne-half of the population was attached to the Army of st. Clair 

and many were killed in the wars with the Indians. 

In 17~2 about fifty persons were added by immigration to 

the population of Cincinnati. and a house of worship was erected. 

~he year 1795 found the village with ninety-four cabins, 

. ten frame houses and about five hundred inhabitants. In 1800 the 

population was estimated at seven hundred and fifty; and in 1802, 

01no1nnat1 was incorporated by the Territorial Legislation. In 1805 

its population mounted to nine hundred and fifty souls. It 1 e from 

this period that we date the rapid and extra~rdinary advancement 

of our young eit;v. The nationality of Cincinaati was composed of 

the English and scotch, who· ;were the f irat to settle, tho in point 

ot numbers, the Germans foTmed at lea.et one-third of the adult popu

lation and f~m their number and nationality constituted the most 

important ingredient of the community. see (Cincinnati Directory 



1829 and Asts' Directory of Cincinnati, 1841). 

In 1825 the foreign born population alf the village lined 

up as follows: (See Directory 1825.) 

From England--------192 

" mermany-------- 52 

" Prussia-------- 2 

" Austria-------- l 

" Holland-------- 2 

" Poland--------- l 

. In 1841 the foreign born of the city were as follows: 
I. 

(See C~st'a Directory 1841). 

From Germanic State 3440 equals 28% of total Pouplation 
.. England 786 " 6% " " " 
" Holland 14 American Born 54% " 
" Russia 3 

The facts show that in 1841. 60% of the total J>Opulation 

was foreign born. 

The gro-;Vth of poJ>ulation in Cincinnati in 10 year periods 

from its earliest settlement to 1880 is as follows: 

YEAR POPULATION 

1800 750 

1810 2540 

1820 9602 

1830 24831 

1840 46338 

1850 115436 (heavy German increase due to 
1848 Revolution in Germany) 

1860 161Q44 

1870 261239 

1880 258768 

., 



An interesting fa.ct concerning th G e erman population of 

I 
' the city which was settled in the tenth and nineteenth wards was 

I I 

that there were no persons reported as unable t ,, o read or write, where-

as in 
11
the 13th there are 1097 who cannot read and l6a5 who can not 

write. (Israelite Dec. 9, 1870). 

Du.ring the Civil War Cincinnati, which was located on 

the Northern side of the Mason and Dixon line fell in with the North

ern cause and displayed great enthusiasm, and its soldiers much 

heroism. Both the Irish and German Contingents which formed a very 

large element in the population spr•ng with alacrity to the cause 
~' " " , 
The Siege 0£ Cincinnati and Morgan's Raid--two of of the Union. 

the notable events during the war, still stir the imagination of 

old Cincinnatians. 

In 1877 a characterization of Cincinnati, given by an 

Eastern Divine of note reads: "Cincinnati is the exceptional city 

ox the world for the social charaoter of its people and the wise 

generosity and the public spirit of its wealthy men and citizens 
\I 

generally. (See ·Howe's ~istorical Collections of Ohio, P.781~. 

In 18'5 the London Quarterly Review in an article on 

National Education in the United States, chose three eities, New 

York, Boston and Cincinnati as having model educational facilities. 

"The School System of Cincinnati is famous throughout 

the United states. That beautiful oity regards itself as decid

edly modern a.nd more enlightened as respects education than either 

Hew !ork or Boston--and in this claim aha is not unwarranted.! 

f~uoted in Israelite May 28, 1S76.) 

Cincinnati of 1880 was noted for its remarkable public 

ap1r1t--1te Music Festivals and Industrial Expositions, its re• 

markable natural secenery made lovely by its rising hills towerbg 

.I 
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up 300-400 feet' which V'-$re mounted by inclined railwaye~:hich led 

to picnic grounds, beer gardens and delightful b d 
an concerts, con-

ducted by the noted leader Thomas, out of which later grew the 

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. A love for good mueio, good beer 

and ·oea.utiflll flowers, are results af the original peculiar character 

of the large Germs.n po:pulat ion whi eh formed practically the back 

bone of Cincinnati. 

It is interesting to read the following extract from 
w 

H<JJe~'s Historical Collections of Ohio, p. 787, concerning the Jews 

(117'1) 

..... , , , "An excellent and very wea.tlhy part of the German Ele-

ment is the .tie brew. They however, are German, but little more than 

" in language. Everywhere they are the same peculiar people. , .,, 

" The routine of their domestic daily 11 vea, the prepara

tion of their food, etc. is regulated by certain rules and oeremon

iea which form an e s sential part of their religion so that they 

never can socially, assimilate with other peoples. There . is but 

little visiting between the families of Jews and Gentiles. 
II 



THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL GROWTH OF 

CINCINNATI IS CLEARLY SHOWN IN THE 

FOLL0>WING TABLE. 

************ 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE PROSPERITY Q!'. CINCINNATI: 

VALUE OF PRODUCTS AND J.UNUF ACTOR.ES 

1840--1872. 

CLASS IF !CAT IOB 

Fine Arts 

M1ecellanedlue 

T 0 T A L S 

VALUE OF PRODUCTS & 
MAllUF AC TURES. 

1840 1812 

170,100 695,196 

'700,920 6600,662 

$19366,443 $143,486, 

,, 0 Prosperity in incinnati will be 

NUMBER OF HANDS. 

1840 18°72. 

139 144 ... 

462 2,018 

9,049 58,508 

increased when the Cin-

a1nnat1 Southern Railroad is oomple·~ed, as it opens within a short 

distance on territory teeming with the best quality of ooal9 iron-,, 
ore and magnificent lumber. 



PAST' PRESENT AND FUTURE PROSPERITY OF 

CINCINNATI. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

STATISTICS WiADE IN THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF 

THE EH.AMBER OF COln.tERCE 

and 

THE BOARD OF TRADE 

FOR THE YEAR-----1872. 

CLASSIFICATION VALUE tF .PRODUCTS AND 
MANUFACTURES. 

NIDIBER OF HANDS. 

1840 1872 

Iron $ 1,725,549 $25,725,431 

Other Metals 658,040 4,344,650 

Wood 2,095,837 15,231,088 

Leather 1,086,750 7,966,514 

Food 5~269,61'1 17,729,944 

Soap Cnadles, etc. - 433,940 B,436,039 

Olothing 2;009,860 13,229~216 

Liquors 307~600 21,636,831 

Cotton, wool, etc. 411,190 1,418,800 . 

Dru.gs, Chemioals,etc. 468,250 

Stone & Earth 258;300 

Carriages, Cars, etc. 11,~000 

Paper 669,600 

Boot Binding,etc. 

Printing & PublishiJJg 

Tobacco 

2,473,660 

3,666,719 

2,216,642 

1,332,09'1 

'102,853 

4~551,180 

5,561,343 

1840 

1250 

466 

1426 

888 

166'1 

142 

121'1 

110 

369 

11, 

001 

87 

512 

1872 

10,237 

1;573 

8,294 

6,209 

2,621 

i;-011 

14,603 

1,870 

898 

602 

1,668 

1,268 

•32 

353 

2,258 

3 ·549 
' 



.Q .! ! .Q !. !1!.!.1L ! Q DA .:t. - - -
TOPOGRAFHY 

Cincinnati is situated on thea·orth Bank of the Ohio--the · 

center of the Ui ty being one and one h lf 11 f - a m es rom the mouth of 

the Millcreek. The Little Miami River empties into the Ohio about 

seven mile·s above the Millcreek. The Big Miami • some ten or twelve 

miles below• ill these streams flow from North and it is between the 

Big Miami and Little Miami that the ne.in bluffs extend into the 

heart crf the City. · There is a small plateau between tneee bluffs 

ju.st above the mou,t4th of Millcreek. The plat'Bau is from thirty to 

·sixty feet above high water and covers approxima~ely twenty-eight 

square miles. It waa\:ihe plateau .fr~~e Cincinnati was originally 

located. It was not until 1880 wnen the city basin became rather 

densely settled and immigration to the city was on the increase that 

the hills were settled • 

.Along the foot of these hills is one long thoroughfare. 

'he railroads operate along the entire river fronf ae well as on 

both sides of the M"illcreek. From the top of the bluffs along the 

Ohio the ground is very broken and undulating. 

The streets along t his part of the City a.re for the most 

part built along ridges or tbrU natural depressions and follow the 

line of easiest grade. 

lt_ENSITY OF FOPULATION. The city is comprised of twenty-six wards. 

Onentb have 8 density of population from six to 
~ ird of these wards 

th1 't density of the whole population of · r een times as great as the 

the Cit,,.. and seventeen are the mast congested_; .,, Wards fifteen 
wa next in order of density of population. 

rda sixteen and ten follow 



NOTABLE FACTS CONCERNING CINCINNATI 

T 0 D A Y. 

Ci~cinnati's population is 463,800. Its proportion of 

foreign born to native is smaller than for any other large 

American City. This in spite of tm fact that at one time it 

had a very large percentage of foreigh born. 

The five most important industries in Cincinnati 

Foundry and machine shop products, 

Slaughtering and Meat Packing, 

Clothing, men's and Women's, 

Printing and Publishing 

Boots and Shoes, including cut stocks 

and findings. 

are: 

Cincinnati produces more soap than any other city in the United 
i - ,:_. 

<J 1_t{.,(l,.) ' Cincinnati is a city of skilled labor commanding high 

wages. 

It is primarily a city of homes. 

It has an equable climate-- the Mean annual temperature 

ot 55.1. 

Cincinnati has oneof the most efficient health depart

ments in the United states. ~he death rate in Cincinnati for all 

causes during 1916 was 16.41 per thouasnd population. 

Its car system covers the whole oity and is anified. 

lts Public Utilities. snob as water Works. Gas and 

Electricity and Telephone, are good. 



It is a City of Mua ic Lovers• Cincinnati Bl pporta the 

Symphony Brcbestra, the May Feeti vals and two colleges of Musio. 

It is noted for 1 ts Art Insii tut es, such as Rookwood 

Pottery, Art School and Museum. 

Technical Educttion has been greatly developed in Cin

cinnati. The Ohio Mechanic~ Institute., co-opera.ti ve Course in 

the Engineering College and Continuation Classes, all attest to 

this. 

Its Public School System is one of the first in America 

leading from Kindergarten th.ru the University of CincinnatiJ 

Cincinnati being the only city in Amerio an owning a fully argan

ized Mun:bipal University with Schools of Liberal Arts, C·ollege 

of ~ngineering, College of Medicine Graduate School, Teachers' 

College, College of Commerce and School of Household Arts. 

It possesses a remarkable developing Park System. 

Cino'innati is the only City in the Country owning a 

Steam 'Railroad. 

It is a socially minded Community where Social experi-

mentation such as social Unit plan neceivse careful attention. 

These and many other facts too numerous to nemtion here 

are some of the characteristics of the Queen City of the Wast 

in whose midst the Jewish Community has lived and worked for 

the last 100 years. 



STATISTICS OF J EVJISH POPULATION 

IN CINCIH1l ATI . 

1843-1918 



STATISQ;'I~S OF J EHISH POPULATION OF CIMCINNATI 

1843-m91a. 

The fol l owing table shows graphically the growth of 

the Jewish population f'rom 1843-1918 . The popul ation earlier than 

1843 grew rapidly from a sin(;le individual in 1817. 

The fie;ure s given a re mere estimates ascertained reughly 

as in t h e case of' t h e Hatzos estim::1.te or by mere impressions of 

the estimater . The writer is in a position to know how inaccure.te 

are such eotir.rn.tes . The f'igures given are the only ones we have:1 

and therefore nerve at least to show us t be "trend" of the growth. 

It is indeed re5r e table that the Jewish coilllilunities of 

America ha ve n o t to thi s day t aken sufficient interes t in t he pro-

blerr: of Jewish vita l statistics
1

to mork out a method of recording 

Jewish statistics of population, birth, deaths, marriages, and in-

ter-marriv.ges, soldiers and sailors of Jewish fait(l in Army and 
) 

• ?I\. 
Navy1 a~d t n i Gr at i on, etc . 

There have been e few attempts made at scientifically 

and statistically ( the only method possible, since census taking 

in larger communities would be too costl y, and would prove inaccur

ate 
1
due to iiqability t o commandeer the information} determining 

the Jewish popluation of ce:bta~n communities , notable among these 

are 1) nr. Barnett's study of' Jewish population of Maryland and 

Balti more based on death rate methodT 1. 

2) Joseph Jacobs studies-~ 

l. see Americo.n J ewish year Book · '~ o Z. 

2 . see American Jewish Year Book, 1912 and 19 14 also ~evrish Gomm~nal 
k C · t where he esti mates Jevnsh population 

~ Jirectory 1912 1 New 
of Now York Cit~r on 
method, death rate , 

Yor i y, h c h ~ ~evy 
b · f a De- methods sue aa o en ~ ~ a as1s o .i. ;, 

·a~e rate mirth rate , immigration, etc, mP.rrJ. ... {, ' 



5) 'l'he United States Oenous Bureau 1910 on basis of 

Yiddish sneakin.~: . 
·'- ...... 

·1:) Walter Laidlaw of Mew York on Census of Federation 

of' Church or synagosue Affiliation also used 

in Cin&innati in 19 12. 

5) Mr· Chalmers on basis o:f density of population for 

a certaih given district 1. 

6) l.lethotl used by Dr. Alex, Dushkin in his study of J swish 

popule~tion of' Uev,r York Oity.2. This method con

sists ofdetermining the percentage of attendance 

and D.bsenc0 in Public schools on nosh Hashonah 

['.J1d Yom Kippur• 

1 -· stot1· st;e:s July 1913 Article nn Jewish 
1, American Journa OI ·J a ~ 
population in New York City 

G. , see .Jewish Communal Register New York 1918. 



JEWism POPULATION I M CINCINNATI. 

YEAR - J EWir;n POPULA'rI OM - --- HOVI OBTAINED 

1843 1800 Josepn Jonas article on J ews of 

-----------·-,...._----~0~1:.:;11.::.:· o~--9._9~9 ~ident Vol, I p • 5·1-7 • 

1844 ~000 

1849 ·4000 

-

1854 4000 

1855 6000 

1857 7000 

Joseph Jonas in Occident Vol.II 

p . 347. 

Matzos Estimate - Occ .11arch 1 3·1:9 

states J ewish population had increased 

to such ~n extent that 20,000 lbs . 

of llatzos had to be baked.cmmting 

5 lbo. per person. " When Congregation 

at Cincinnati was first established 

they baked about 100 lbs. of Matzos 

This year 1849 i t takeG them 6 weeks 

to prepare the quantities required by 

machinery and f ears are entertained tli..ai. t 

the time may not be sufficient as ouer 

20 , 000 l bs . will hardly satis£y the 

demand made·" 

Max B· May 's I. M· Wise P .15~ · 

-- · -·- · ·· - · ···· ·~ ·- · · - ----

Edit or of Isr aelite. l· 

Bruel s. in Occ ident Vol.15 , P .153 . 



YEAR -- J l'..''.'!ISfl POPULATIOU 

1860 10,000 

1861 9000 - 10,000 

10 , 500 - 11,000 

1870 1~3 , 000 

187?- 1874 1Z;225 1 
; 

1891 1 5 , 000 

1897 16 , 000 

HO\'/ OBT1UNED - - --·-----;..;:..:___= 

Matzos Estimate - Onl y 1800 l bs . 

given to poor showing that poor = 
about ~oo . 

Editor of Israelite - Feb .8, 1861 

According to :Matzos es.tima,te · g60 

poor . 

Editor of I s r aelite estimates 

Isr~elite Nov . 18 ,1800 . 

Editor of Israelite eatimata J ewish 

popul ation as 1/18 of total - Israel

ite July 12,1872, July 11,1873, 

June 18 74. 

Quoted in Isralite Jul y 16 , 1891 

in general estimate of Jewish pop-

ulation of United States . · 

New York = 250,000 

Chicago = 60,000 

Philadel phia = 40 , 000 

Cinciru1ati = 15 , 000 

Editorial in Israelite on growth 



YEAR 

1900 

1905 

1007 

J BX/I mI POPULATION 

1 5 ,000 

17 , 500 

HON OB'l'.AINED 

of' Russian Jews in Oincy over 

8000 having come since 1881 - i. 

Estin:'..ted in article on Cincinnati -

Jewish Encyclopedae article written 

by Dr. Philipenn . 

American Jewish Year Book 191·1--15 

p . 35.i. 

~ ----------
am,ooo Nnwri.r.an J ewish Year Book 1914-15 

::? • 35·1: . 

- - --- - - · ------ - -----
1910 7,737 

1912 5 0 ,000 

1912 88 ,000 

St at.Gd Yiddish u.s their mother tons,"Ue 

in 19 10 u. s . Census , p . 354 . 

Estimated by the Continuat ion Com

mittee of ~·1orld in Oincim1.ati. Editor 

of Isra.eli te says t h i s figure is 

excessive - Israelite Nov.7,1912· 

·-------------
.A..mcr icem J ewish Year Book 191"4-1915 . 

·--- . .. ·-------------- ·-- -----
19 18 25,000 Aroeric:::m Jewish Year Book 1917-1918. 

----- ------- - -----'-·- -- --------
1° seo Isruelite April 29 , 1897 · 



THE Jlt~WISH CINCD~HATI COMMUNITY AND THE NON - JEWISH ENVI RONMEMT . 

I. American Intolerance to the J ews. 

(Historical discussion) 

II. Attitude of Non-Jew to Jew :Ln Cincinnati. 

III.The Bibl e and the Cincinnat:i Public School Controversy . 

I V• Jewish Apol~getics . 

V. Instances of DISCRL~INATIO.Nin Cincinnati• 

VI . Cases of Sµnday Law viola ti.one by Jews• 



.AMERIO.AN IN'l'OLERANOE AGAINST T'HE JEWS• 

The per~ect l iberty in which th.e vari.·ous denominations 
live side by side by in the United St 

ates, and the feeling of strength 
and union and brotherhood to wn' i.' ch · t l 

i· 1as e iven rise, and which it 
ta tl f ...... k t4~~ ............ i/e.11 

ODnS , n Y · OS uers, ma ~es i tan unpleasar: t f tl h rv 11" , .L 11 or 1e istorian
11 
on 

those days in which the spirit of intole1rance and persecution 

had gained a foothold even on our blessed aoil, and for a time 

threatened to war,e as bitter a war against liberty of conscience 

as it. fot'merly did and still does in thE~ benighted lands of the 

Old World. The early Jewish settlers in the United States were no• 

in the enjoyment o~ perfect equal riehtB . Roger Williams ' procla

mation: 11 All men may walk as their consclences persuade them, every 

one in the n ame of h i s God," did not meet with an immediate accep

tance by his col ony , still less b~ the more intolerant colonies 

adjoining his . America witnessed then 19. scene not unlike that 

which was enacted at about the same tim1e in Holland. The intoler-

unce 6:f the barely emancipated Jews of Amstercla.m against Baruch 

Spinoza for differine; in s ome of his theological conceptions f'Dom the 

accepted J ewish creed of mediaval ism had ite counterpart in the per

secuting spirit wltich was displ ayed a gainst all dissent.ere by the 

early Puritan Fathers, who themselves had souE,ht our shores and 

had preferr ed the wilds and aanqers and har~ships of a New World 

to escape the intolerance of the old. As might have been e~pected 

the people t:b..at sent Roger Williams in midwinter into the wilderness 

for opposiug Massachusetts ' theocratic form of government , the people 



that in Virr;inia banished the Quakers anc~ 
.A. pr ~.scribed their return 

as a felony t hat made it penal in parent13 t 
~ o refuse to have their 

chil dren baptized, that made it obligatoJry on the dissenter s to 

build the churches of the Anglic&ns , the people t hat in liassachu

setts h ane;ed the Quakeress , t hat in New York thres.tened the penalty 

of death on a Catholic pri est for brin&i ng sacrament to th d · u .i.~e y1ng, 

that people could not be expected to extend a hearty wel come to the 

degraded and universally maligned JewQ or the seventeenth century 0 

fil the year 1645 a majority of the House of Delegates of the Old 

Colony reported in favor of an act to " a llow and maintain full 

and free tol eration to a ll men t hat would preserve the civil peace 

and submit unto government ; and there was no limitation or excep-

tion ~gainst Turk, Jew, Papis t , a rian , Socinian, Nocolaitan, Fam-

ilst or any other ;" but the governor refused to put the question 

and so stif'led tbe law. (Bancroft' a "History of the Un i ted States ." 

Vol.I., chap.12.) In the year 1762 the Superior Court of Rhode 

lisland r efused to naturalize the Jews "a.s wholly inconsistent with 

t he first principles upon which the col ony was founded, and a lavr 

of' t he s ame n ow in force • 11 '£he catholic Lord Baltimore, of Mary

land, granted r eligious 1 i berty to Chri:e1tians onl y , and the Quakers 

of Pennsylvania enacted a l aw that all offices of the colony must 

be filled by professed Christians . As the colonies gr ew ol der their 

intolerance became severer. Massachusetts , New Hampshire , Conneo

ticu t , New J_~rsey , North and South CaroTina and Georgia ma.de chur ch 



attendance compulsory, inflicted punishm.ent .{;! . .i:or denying the in-

spiration of' Scriptures. South Carolina declared Protestantism 

to be the religion of the State . Delawa re made the belief of 

the Trinity a requisite for a,l l of'ficers. In 1737 the Legisla

ture of New York unanimously passed this statute: "l~esolved, 

That it not appearing to this House, tha.t persons of the Jewish 

relif;ion, have a right to be admitted to vote for Parliament men, 

in Greo..t Britain, it is the unanimous opinion of' this House that 

they oue;ht not be admitted to vote f or r epresentatives in this 

colony." North Carolina forbade as l ate: as 18~~6 the election of 

any Jew to offic e and 1Iaryland S8ntenoedl a Jew for having spoken 

disDespectfully of Jesus. 

. - - J E\'IISH EMANGIPA1'ION IN THE UNITED STATES. '. 

Not till 1785, not till. Thom.as Jefferson arose and valiant

ly championed a repeal of a.11 laws the.t restricted the f'ree exer

cise of' religious belief, did relir;ious liberty exist in the 

United States, or vrnre Church and State com,pletely severed. The 

preamble of the law, known as the "Act to establisl1 ne1igious 

Freedom," written and defended by Jefferson, and finally accepted 

December 16, 17,85, deS'e rv:es an honored plece in the history of 

Judaism. The preamble reads thus: 

11 w11ereas Almighty God ha.th created the mind free; that 

ctll attempts to influence it by temporal punishments, or burdens, 

or by ~i vil incapacities, tend only to I>eget habits of hypocrisy 
,_,__. 



T 

and meaness • ~=- ~=- ~~ That the impious 
presumption of legislators 

and rule~s, civil as well as ecclesi~stical, 

selves but fallfuble and uninspired men, have 
who, being them-

assumed dominion 

over the faith of othere, aet ti"nu up ·thei· · · 
- o · r own opinions and modes 

of thirtking as the only true c:.nd infallible, and as such endeaver-

i:ng to impose them on others, hath es_tablished or maintained. false 

religions over t h e greatest part of the Y1orld, and throggh all time; 

that to cor:1pel a man to fa.rnish contributions of money for the pro

pagation of opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyranni-

''Be it t l)erefore enacted by the General Ass·embly, that 

no man shqi.11 be compel.led to frequent ·Or support any religious wor

ship, ple;ce, or ministry whe: .. tsoever; no~ shall be enforced, restrained 

molested, or burdened in b is pody or e;oods, nor shall otherwise 

suffer,, on account of' his religiot: s opmions or belief; but all men 

shall be free to pref'ess and l:>y argument to maintain t.:heir opiil.i.ons 

in matters ·~ r religion; and that the s ame shall in nowise diminish,. 

enlarge, or affect their civil capacities,« etc~ 

Since then t he Jew·s have enjoyed perfect liberty of' con-

science, with some slight exceptions, as in New Hampshire, where, up 

to 1877 ,, all State officers were required to be Protestant.a, and where 

the pupils 'of the public schools are still compelled to listen daily 

to the re~ding of the Old Emd .New Testaments; or in Massachusetts, 

\'¥here the Supreme c~mrt - decided that the Sabbath (Saturday) observing 

Jev1 is hot perrni tted to pursue his vocation on Sunday • The most noted 



act of intolerance agairlGt. the J ews in t he United states waa the 

famouo Order No.11, by General u. s. Grant, The facts coneerning 

Onder No .11 are the:.rn: In the winter of 1862- 63, while General 

Grant vra s opera.ting clown in J>Iis s issippi, the confederate were 'S} 

smur;r,ling supplies and medicines througb thG Union lines, and 

receiving a great deal of aid and coru.rort through t he smugglers, 

a maj or:L ty of whom were J ews . Gral'>t bec:ame annoyed· and exasper

ated at this class of intruders, and determi ned to put an end 

to their traffic• During the first weel<: in January, 186~, antt order 

was issued from Grant.'s hea dquarters expelling a ll Jews, regardless 

of sex, ae;e or previous condition, from t he entire department, which 

included the States between the Ohio Rive r and Louisiana. This 

order required a ll J evrs l"i ving i n Kentu c ky, 2'ennessee and !.:issis-

sippi t o emi~rate within a few days, and very naturally aroused 

not only the Jews di:eectly affected, but the Jews in every part 

of the Union. That Genera l Grant had e1Eier given any serioun 

thought ~o t h is order is hardly rro})able. The rank and fi le of 

his ovm army included thou sands of Jews, abd OI!der Ho• 11 embraced 

the loyal and law-abiding Jews as well as the disloyal and mer

cenary scamps who were carrying on the business of smuggling . 

The obnoxious order was revol;;:ed by President Lincoln within forty

eie;ht hours, through the intercession of Dr· I. M. Wise , Rabbi , of 

Cincinnat i, who hv.stened to Vlashington for that purpose . 



C j_no i nn2 ti 11a <• """'"OT t " .. :;, ....... 11 i• e e[ir•lie s t be · · · 51nn1ngs been a most 
tole ran t city . J ewR hr:.· •e held pub l i· ~ - - off':ice bot !1 elective and ap-
pointive at all t ·iJ:1en} and as we "",n"l l , · 

~ ~ s nou i n a l ater chBpter 

dealing wi th the Jews in Publi·c c -
~erv1ce,~here was nevGr any hoe-

til i ty to Jev.rish candidates f'or office 011 account of t heir r elig i ous 

affiliation or race . 

The attttude of the Non- Jew to t he Jew in various wa l ks 

of life has been most .gr a cioui:; witli.out be i ng i n the leas { condef3.oen

ding . This we not i c ed 'first wh en J oseph J ona o t he pioneer J ewi sh 

settler was ;.i..c c o:cdin[~ t o h is O\'TI1 statement "permitted free sootal 

~-t~f· 
'tjourse r1i th :his ~e!Tl:.ile n e i ghbors" a nd hj_3 adr1i tt:-ince into member-

ship of the Cincinn:Lt l Roya l Arch Chapter of Uasone , where he held 

the office of Firnt Vail. When the Jews vTSre e r ecting :h:li t heir 

first syna:,ogue in 1834: Jonas furthe r tells us tJ-if1,t "fifty- two 

gentlemen of t he Chris t ian faith, our fellovr citizens gave us towands 

the buildinc ~95 e~ch ."l· It was Nicholas Lon~worth who don a ted U \11 ....., (._) 

outri3ht in 1826 a piece of l and adjoining the original purohased 

ce~etery the value of 500 dollars. 

In 1853 Dr. A· H. Baker , then Professor of surgery in the 

Cincinna ti Colle·ge of Medic i ne a.dclr essine; the a.nnual banque t of' 

the Talr:nid Yelodim Institute said,'1T11.e Jews of Cincinnati have reached 

a position of dignity e.nd attainment in all social, c i vil, r eligi ous 

i nte llectual life of Cincinnati that is unsurpassed)by even the 

native descendants of Pilgrim fathers or s i r e s of American Indepen-
• 

1. note Occ . Vol.2 , P .144• 



dence. 1 . 

In 1868 when Dr • Lillienthal ha.c'l 
accepted a call to the 

pulpit o~ Temple Emanu El, New York . 
, a Comnittee of prominent cit-

izens heo.decl by Judge Be llamy storer r equested the B' 
oard of Trustees 

of Bene Israel Cong regation to hol d a meetino- ,,,,_· t i.
1 <=> " i them at Judge 

storer ' 8 i10use . 1 t was Ul"o-,ed at t _11·_i 8 mee <~ ·i' .ng 
o v that Dv. Lillienthal 

was too valn able c itizen f'or t h e cor:mlUnit~r to lose, and that every 

effort sh.mild be n~"de to retain him . 2 . 

As early as 1860 the Rev . Dr . Conway proached very friend

ly sermonn in hio Church tn which he lauded the Jews as citizens 

and urged t hD.t Jews l ive up to t l'leir priestly miss.on . 3 . 

The intimate friendship of Dr. Wise and the l ate Thomas 

F. VicJo'fs, Uni tarin.n Liinister, l i br:::.rian of the Public Libr ary 

and Rector of' the ~niversity of' Cincin..Ylati . (4 • )as well as his most 

friendiy relationship with t h e Catholic Archbi shopsPur cell and Elcler 

a ll attest to the mo,st pleasant feelings between Jew and Won-/ew . 

It was in 1867 that c.w. starbuc~, President of the Cincinnati Re-

lief Union in his annual report sa.~rs about t he J ews of Oincinnati, 

" When I .did not solicit them, they asked f'or permission to subscribe , 

tho they are the only ones in Cincinnati who support their ovm poor; 

but J..ir. Trounstine gave me 100 dollars and introduced me to other 

Jewish Tier chants who ga\Te liberally ." 5· On many different oa.casions 

the J ews were praised ~or their liberality and civi c loyalty . 

l.aee 1Iinute book . of' T~lmud Ye lodin Institute. 
2 . Dr. Phillinson .... Liax J,illh:nthal , p . 6 't • 
3 . Israelite ~ay 11, 1860 · 
·1. see Hay - I.U . Wiee P . 378 
5 . I sraelite June 19 , 1863 ° 



Dr$ . . Lillienthal and Wise 
were on man~' occasions invited 

to speak from Christia.."YJ. pulpits. n · 1 
r Li lienthal being the first 

Ra.bbi i n America, t o speak f'rorn a Christian pulpii t, 1867 • ( 
1

) (iµ. 

epol{e in Uni tu.rian Church b · t .\ 
on su Jee Free Church and Free Statej 

Since then Jewish ministers hi:We been fr1::>quent visitors in Christ-

ian pulpits. In 1897 there was affected in Cinc innati the first 

Union Thanksgiving Service among the liberal Christians and J ewish 

Coneree;ationB o-f' the City, which continues till this day. The first 

Union Service wus held at the Mound st . TBinple, the Rev. Geo. A. 

Thayer, Unitarian l1i inioter preached the sermon. (2) 

There 7rnre and are numerous Societies where Jews a11d non-

Jews min.sled f reel y ~nd as social equals (0 ), there b eing only 

one case on I"'ecord i'fhere a Je\.1 was refus1ecl admission to membership 

of the University Club on basis of his reli~ion(·-1). Confirmation 

of this spirit was vqiced by both Drs. i'Jisa abd Lillienthal. The 

l atter on the occasion of his 25 anniversary of coming to Cincinnati 

said : " Cincinnati took the lead in fcste~,in0 a brotherly sentiment 

between Jews and Christiane . It is a brit;ht gem in the diadem of 

our Queen City. On many a public occason she ho.s c-onetc.ntly- shmm 

that she honors the man and the citizen and disregards all denomin-

ational differences." 

There have hov1ever been ·occasions and Non-Jews who have 

sullied the fair name of' Cinci1ma ti thru displayine their animosity 

to their Jewish f e llow citizens. From time to time especially in 

1. see Israelite March 15, 1867 

2. Israelite Nov . 8,1897° 
3. Israelite March 15, 189$ - Feb. 20, 1885. 
4. Israelite Paril 13, 1893 . 



the year•s between 185G and 1868 
. some of the Cinciri..nati newspa.-

-,pers permitted the publication of ne·~ ,. t . 
- ••S i ems which vrnre purposez 

fair name o:E' some Jew; but these nm-
l y colored to discredit the 

tices were always retracted a nd usual l y apol ogized for . On the 

whole the Cincinnat i Press has been rJost liberal in i ts attitude) 

frequently printing page lone histories of Jewish progress in 

Cinc j_nnati; and praising the Jews in public off ice , and in the 

eommercial pursuits of' t h e city . on one occasion notabl y i n 

1856 (1) both Drs . Wise and Li l l ienthal and some l eading Jewish 

citizens were compel l ed to take exception to a Thanksgiving Pro-

clamation which ao Governor Cllase l a t e r expl ained/and apol~gized 

for , inadvertently cont ained the phrase "issue this procl amation 

as becoming a Christian peopl e'! '."then :l t wa s explained to the 

Governor tho. t this was unbecOL'1inp; the 1iberal tradition of the 

State and country1and c ontrary to the 1aw of the. l an?- v1hich separ

ates Church and State the phrase was e:xpun8ed and never recur red. 

On two otber occasi ons (1869-1873 ) -when attempts were be-
' 

ing made by the sectarian b i gots to introduce the name of the 

Christian Saviour
1
and other rel i gious c l auses7i nto the State Oon

sti tuti on; the ·3 evlish comm.unity of Cincinnati. as we l l as Cl eveland, 

C')lumbus , Dayton, etc . wer.e stirred up by Dr . Wise to send prominent 

"Je\'rish delegates to ob)ect . nr . Wise wrote ," We want free s chool s , 

and free collep,es without any sort of rr~l it;ion in them. We want 

f t ).. "'ri4sm \11F'.nting this as we do, State institut ions purged o · sec ar ~ ~ • .v-

have your men there dio do it ." (2 ) 

1 . oee Israelite Nov . 21, 18~6 · 
~ . I sraelite Jan 24, 1875 · -~.._ · 



lo 

In ./376 llluring the Campaign of Col. Barne,s Hep)lblican Candidate 

f r om Hamil ton County . Dr. Wise urged the Jews and all l i beral 

citizens to defeat him because he hod supported a petition to 

Christiani~e the Ohio Consitutiion.(l) 

1. Israeli ~e Vols. 27 issues 16 end 17. 

-



THJ~ BIBL~; AND THE l UBLIC SCHOOL CONTROV::~RSY. ---- -
Reading o:r tne Bible _ nd Bible 'J tudy hevc been .,.. 

and sti l l are today a problem vexing the educ~tional und religious 

le ~· de rs of America . If "s it is universally admitted the Bible 

is vhc master book o:f ·:11 li ter .. tu.rcs 1and ·Ghc t ext book ~f Judaism 

and ChristL.ni ty why should its reading be forb t dden i n the public 
) 

SchoOlc o:t' ·i:;hi::> coun·i;ry . The answer is; i;hat j_n spi t c oI· tLe 

Christian:::; being the major element; in our Ame:ricun popul t ·ti on , ·che 

organi c law of ·che 1 nd separ tc:J 'tno Church f,·om 'the :Jta'tc anc1 the 

Bibl e is primarily a religious book , v;hereao tfle Public Schools are 

the instrument of a l l pe opl es . 

In 1852 the Uincinn· ti Board o:t' l~ducation adopted 

a resolution providing 'tih::•t t 1J.e opening exercises in every department 

o:f the school syJ~em should commence by reading a portion OI 'the 
I 

Bible 1 b~ or under 1tj1e uir e ci:;ion ot ~he ~aachcr with ~he appropri te 

hymn singing by pupils . On :3eptemb er 28 , 18bD ( 1) the lsrael i te 

Sttid ecltorially 11 \'fe ag l' ee to h v c che Bible rea.d in the Comrnon 

Schools . But thi s is not the ci:se nor j_ s i ·c in·tende ·~ to be the case . 

There is used in the publi c scho.ols an J<:ng l i sh translation,( or 

r a t her a version oI· the Eible. It is \. ell knovm ·vh•·i:; every sect 

has ano~her ve r8i on or certain portions or ~he Dible . All sects 

are entitled to equal rights , h nee all versions o:r lihe .t ible should 
11 

be reud in the 111.blic 'Jchools . This argument was cogent . Dr . \Tise 

did no-c caT:cy his point . Meanv1hile "gi tn-cion was going on .. guinst 

th1.: reading of .t:ible in Publ ic Schoo:J_s . On Nov . 1 , 1869 the Cinc i n-

nc.~ti DoLcrcl 01· Edu c::.t ion c nsiderecl the que::::tion again ancl by a 

1 . Israelite 1850 i s:.:;ue no . l~ . 

1 .. 



majPz-ity vote it w ;; s 

reading or :religious 

I 7-

resolved. that "Religious instruc"tion e.nd 

books, includi ng i;he Holy Bible' a r e pro-

hibi ted in the Common Schools o:r Cincinnati~ it being i;he true 

object and intent of this rule, to a l lmv -che chi" ldren o:r the parentS-

o:r all se cts ,..and opin ions) in ma tters o:r faith ynd irnrship, to 

enj oy alike -Ghe bene:tits or ~che Com.rnon School :rund.n This raised 

a s-i;orm o:r cri ~c icism and ci fiery contrioversy ensued. Prominent 

Christian citizens eng:·tged eminent council to Gnjoin the Boa.rd from 
excluding the Bible Irom 

/\the Common Schools, claimi ng "t.h~t. ·c111:; resolutions were in viola tion 

OI law tmd ag a ins't public policy rn1d morality ;t~nd an abus.e of 

authority xElt vested in l aw. In i t s is8ue or Oct 8, l o69 the 

Israelite took a vigorous si:;and on -che mut'ter. ''We are opposed 

to Bible ·readings in "the Scnools --- .As Jews we do not want any 

one t o ~each our young ones the r eligion or our f u chers . We do 

it all 
,, 

ourselves •.. , , · , ~ 

\I 
, - - , - - . From a general s-candpoint however we a. r e opposed 

to Bible reading in~ the School. The .American people consist of 

a conglomera~ion or n~tionali~ies 2nd sects united by t he Constitu

'tion ~nd l aws ot· "t-he United St ates , their common inter ests, and. -che 

love o:r liberty and independence. The gist o:t· 'the whole ma tter is, 

we agree to disagree on ev ery point ex:cept public government, vvhich ,, 
· a. bey· Dr. Wise here ·set. do~ in we agree to support, maintal.ll an o • 

A · an li·:re Citizenship a rew words ~he at~itude or ~ne Jew t o meric · • 

anr1_ .,..11 8 s ame. concep1ii on - the farmer and na~ionality ere no~ one ~ v 

implies loyal r,y to coun·iiry of b t rth or aJ.iopti on~ ~ts laws' language 

-
.L • 



IJ 

customs and economi c fac ~ors. mh r e l a.t 'ter call s for a ttachment 

&nd devotion ~o religion, culture , idec. .. :Ls, habits o:r life etc. 

of one , s family t:nd T\eoTlle _ the two ~ n " ~ r ~ u democratic l and sup-

plement and.. compliment one ~no"ther _ 1ih·~y ··1· ·- conI ic t only when 

the ma jority group wi sh to mHke i;his oou.ntry Christian in r elig-

ion, -~-nglo-Saxon in cul·ture ide als, :.:nd habits of life. 

Dr. Wi ::i e con-cinues, " '..L'he. 2 public s chools are insti

tutions for t l!{; education of free, i ntell igent , anci enlightened . 

citizens. That is all. To t his end we need good secular schools 

and nothing else. Th e 3 t nte has no religi on. Having no religion 

it can noi:; impose any religious instruo.tion on "the citizen, adult 

or child. The Hible is a book 01' religion. All ad.mi ti ·i;hi s. By ,, 
wha t righv is it imposed on "the public schools? 

I 

On November 2, 1869 Messrs. Sage and H'nkle, William 

A Ramsey end King, Thompson and .A.very j~il ed a peti1iion in the Sup

erior Court of Cin~innati in beh8l f of Minor et al vs. the Board 

of ~ducn ti on to enjoin the Board from e1xcluding tihe Bible. 

Messrs. Stanley a nd .:::Jamuel R. Mathews , George Hoadley 

Stallo, and Kittredge nnd \.Talker and Connor, Ci ·i;y Sol i citors, repre

s ented t he ma jority members o:f the Bo:.u:d. ~'he ca se was elaborately 

and exhausti vely ~rbued before Judges Hagans , 8~orer, and Ta~t by 

Messrs. Sage/ Ramsey wd Ki ng :for i;he l3i ble reading Ja:n.d Messrs. 

Stallo, Hoa dley ~nd Stanl ey Mat-chews against the rea ding. The court 

t · n Judges Hag1.ms and Storer each deli vering a 
granted t he injunc 10 • 

favorable opinion, Judge Taf-t dissenting • The Board OI Education 



, , 

carried the case to i;he Supreme Court o·~ 
.i.. Ohio where "the judge-

ment or vhe lower court 
was r eversed ~nd the · h rig t of t he Board of 

Educa -cion ·t;o disnens ·th h 
J;.J e wi t e reading o:f the Bible ±'ully estab-

lished. I 1) 

The argument on which the supreme court of the 

St ate decided ugainst t he Bi ble rea ding in the :public schools was, 

tha t i f the Bibl e r e E.ding is paramount i;o religious worship it ha~ 
I 

no place in ·che public schools, if' i t i B merely to be used as a 

text-book then the :Boe.rd o'f -"'ducal~ion alone h~s the right to de

cide on the question . 

Tho JGhis ended the matte:r final l y for the Board of 

Educatibnyand no :.~ttempt has since been ma de to introduce religioUB 

exceroises in i;he Cincj_nnc.:ti public schools , exc epting for an occas~ 

ional Christm~s Uelebr~tion t actlesoly introduced by some teacher 

or p r incipal. The problem aro8e again at a meeting of the Hoard 

of Di rec t ors of the Uni versi -r,y or Cinci.nna ti in Feb .1878. { 2) 

As to the advisability or introducing ~he reading or ~he Bible 

" at the weekl y convoca:cion excercises. l'he ColpIIli t1iee to whom 

the m~.tter had been r ef'el'1'ed reported ):·avor eibly because as they 

maintai med a clause in lihe will o:r McJ:illcken the man who had endowed 

the University was to be interpreted a1~ :favoring i t. 'l'he report 

was objected t o by J)r . Lillienthal a m1ember 01· "the Board. end Judge 

Ree dley and the matte r wa s jabled and ·then dismissed. 

1. see Board o:t· .L:duc:1tion vs. 1tinor 23 Ohio St~te neJ?orts 211, a lso 
May_ r .n . Wise P. 246 - 249. Phili pson 's Max Lilllhenthal P. 106 
107: 120 4'l4 _ lsraelite Oct . 8, 1869 , Oct 22 , Nov.5, Dec.10, Dec. 
16, Dec . ~4 and successive issues . 
2. see Israelite March 1, 1878 . 



Jewish Apolctgetic~3 in 

Cine inna.ti 

In the early days of 1860 -70 religious and interdenomina-

tional polemics ran high. Dr. Wise and Lillieuthal represent-

ing t11e liheral wing of American Judaism were ~requently called 
1'e.svs 

upon and challenged to state t 1-s Jewish i1iew of ~ and 

Christianity1 especially because of their liberal and universal

istic tandencieSf To these challenges jLillieuthal & Wise re-

plied tbru frequent le atures a nd articlE~s. As a result of 

this period of .Dr. iVise 1 s activities we have his book on 

"Judaism and Christianity." Their Agreements and :Disagreements 

188~. ,4-s early as 1859. Dr• Lillieuthal :found himself engaged 

in a controversy over the self same problem with .Protestant 

ministers, the proceedings of which are reported in Deborah 

January 14th. 1859 and succeeding issue :s. 

In April 1860 some Catholic priests of the Philomena Church 

refused to grant absolution to some Catholic servant girls be

cause they were employed in Jewish fami1ies. On learning of 
1 

this Dr. Lillienthal addressed the foll•:rwing letter to 

Archbi'Shop of Cincinnati. 

Right Reverend Sir: 

some priests of your dio•~ese officia~ing at the 

l?hiloimna Church of this city, refused during too last week 

to grant· absolution to some Catholic servant girls because they 

were in the employ of some Jewish famil:ie s; however after the 

1 Cincinnati D~ily Times April 11, 11960 



th_e girls entreaties) the rite of absolut,ion was i:e:rformed under 

the condition tm t they should le·ave those families without 

delay. 

We consider this behavior on the part of the men or_ 

dained to 1alch am preach love an· d ·i · 11 gooc wi to all men, an 

act of fanatic bigotry, an insult to our American institutions. 

Such abuses and prejudices date from days of fanaticism of 

mediaeval ages, but are a viola ti on of t.he spirit of humanity 

which in our days, en~deavors to unite mankind into one common 

brotherhood. 

We Hebrews of this age respe13t and regard. every man 

whatever his creed. It is quite immaterial to us whether he 

worships in a church, a mosque, a syna.gbg or a heathen Temple 

.provided. he is an upright, charitable man add a. good citizen, 

but we look with soorn and indignation on all men who in our 

days are carried away by secarian obsolete doctrines and by a 

misunderstood zeal, to sow discord among fellow men and 

fellow citizens. 

At the same time I am under the saddening obligation 

to inform you
1 
that in ca.st hhis demean1or wi.11 be c ontinued 

by the clergy under your o ommand, a. le;9.gue will be for me~ by 

the Hebrew menchants of this ci ty1for id.iscbarging at once all 

of the thousands of Catholic workmen aJt pre sen t engaged by their 

large mercantile h ·ouses. 

These men will comply with the command issued by 

your clergy in the confe s sional cl.ia ir • 
For the fatal a nd 

disasta.rous consequences resulting fr mn such a. rre .. a.sure we will 



hold responsible those men with whom 
such prejudices originate 

and by whom they are imported into this country of civil and 

religious liberty. 

I trust you will exerci se the great influence which your 

high office gives to you to prevent such a lamentable calamity. 

To foster and to promote peace and good. will is the duty of 

every upright man; how nnuch more that of a priest. 

With the highest regard and consideration Right Reverend 

Sir, 

Yours Dr Lillientha l 

Rabbi Broadway Synagog 

Cincinnati, April 11, 1860. 

The 1 et tar bad the desired result. On Jan aJ, 1869 
1 

Archbishop J. B· ..Pur'-'cell issued a pa.Btoral letter in which 

the foJ.l·owing passage occured, " We live with people our 

earthly lot is cast among them who do not believe in Jesus 

Christ. One class of our fellow ci tiz13ns whose ancestors 

cried out, "His blood be upon us. and our children" who 

maintain that he was no~ God but a vile imposter, and there

fore justly slain by their forefat.hers, and this they ta.ch on 
I/ 

every Sabbath in their syna.gogs. 

It goes without saying that this calumny was not left 

unanswered. Drs· Wise ·end Lillientbal as well as the Unitarian 

Minister Dr. Vickers entered the fray ·with success, the 
2 

Archbishop a pologized.2 

1 Catbolio 
2.liraelito Feb. 5th, 1869 



As late as 1880 the polemic still waged. In the 

Israeiite of October lst, 1880 we fi nd a re ply to the public l et

ters addressed to the Jews on this problem by Dr. Priestly which 

were duly replied to by David Levi o:t: this oi ty. 

't 



CASES OF DISCRIMINATION. IN CINCINNATI. 

In Maroh 1867 a number_ of large and s~~ll insurance 

companies issued an order to their a.gents not to a.Qoept any 

inauranoe policies from Jewish merchants. As soon a.s the 

notice became public it roused the i.re and resentment of the 

Jewish Community. A mass meeting o:f'. protest was called signed 

by Philip Heidelbach and Henry Mack at the Allemania Hall at 

whi~h the following resolutions were1 drawn up:-

1 That no Jewish Merobant was to deal with any 

agent or oompa.ny who represe11t the i.neuranoe companies signed 

to the autisemi tio discriminatory order. 

2 That all Jewish mercna1iiS oanoel all their 
l 

policies with such oampanies. 

The effect on the company was instantaneous. 

In August of 1868 an inte1~esting letter is to 

be found in the Israelite of August 7th. It was written 

by Jewish laborers and addressed to the Editor Dr. Wise; 

it complains bitterly that gentile j~irms in the oi ty were 

aga1· nst Jewish applicsa nts for work and that discriminating .... 

when they work 

1 
See Israelite April 5. 1867 



on the streets on the Sabbath they are rid iculed by Jews. 

D:r. Wise in commenting on this letter r.eveala the interesting 

fact "that it is safe to assert that whereas there are l e ss 

than five Jews employed in Gentile Cornnri~*) houses of Cin

cinnati from Fulton St. to Mill Creek and the River to the 

Hills there is scarce a Jewish wholesale house in which 

there is not employed :from one to thr1:1e Gentiles, many of \.Vhom 

whenever the Coast ~clear for purpo:3es of free conversation 

da.mm the JeWB without reserve" 

Dr. Wise closes his a rticle with an appeal for 

reciprocity by the Gent ila firms. T.he incident st~nds by 

itself and does not require comment, ·tho there a.re still firms 

that advertise "only Christian need apply", ':':we are happy to 

state this condition is rapidly d.is4pjpearing. 

The Jewish merchants of Ciniainnat i always alive to 

their mutual obligation and feelings of organic attachment 

to their brethren in other cities took decided action when 
. 1 

Judge Hilton acting for A• T· Stewart & Co. excluded a Jew 
o..s (i... 

from their hotel at Saratoga, "result forty two of the leading 

Jewish mere.ban ts in town signed a public statement which was 

printed in the .daily press not merely {Srotesting against such 

nefarious di sorimina ti on but pledged 1~ hems elves to boycett . 
I 

the firm of A. T· Stewart &: co., and n ot do any further business 

l Mr. Seligman of New York 



with them. 

From time to time Jews in this City 
complained of 

molestation by young Christian hoodlums without be1·~a 
a-c given 

proper police p r otection. This .state 
of affairs became much ag-

gravated when l a rge numbers of Russiaz;L Jewish immigrants 

landed here, we note this from the faot that in 1899
1 the 

Hebrew Protect ive Club was formed by 1;he Russo Jewish immi

grants of Cincinnati "for protection against repeated out

breaks by some toughs" • 

This however was never a ser:i ous menace to Jewi sh 

safety. 

Cases of viola ti on of Sunday :Law by Jews in Cine in--- - --
nati. :2 

In the Gccident of Apri 1 1846 we find the following 

record towards the end of 1845. 

'' The court of Common :Pleas of Han ilton County, Ohio 

has reversed tb.e decision of the Mayer of Cine innati :. who 

fined several Israelites for transacting busim:ss on Sunday. 

The ordenanc·e upon which his action w·as founded was decided 

to be unconstitutional and at variance with a spirit of free 

toleration. The judge in his cbarge1 to the jury remarked 

that a Jew or person of any denomination, who conscientiously 

keeps one day holy, rm.y prosecute .hiE> avooa.tions on every 

l See Israelite May 4, 1899 
2 Volume four Page 57 



other day, but he must not commit a nu1· sance t o the comrnun-

i ty. His business however can be no more a nuisance on 
'I 

Sunday than on any other day . The cas e was ably ar gued 

for the applica nts by C• H. Brough ancl O. M. Spencer" 

In 1846 Jacob Rice was fined for violating a Cin-
t 

cinneti ordpna.nce in selling goods on Sunday. It was held that 

his plea. that as a conscientious Jew .be observed Saturday 

as the S'abbath was proper, the ordina:c.ce being unconstitu-
. 1 

tional so far as Ric:e was concerned• This case was taken 

to supreme court of Ohio at Columbus und as a result the 

decision of the Lower Court was concurred in by the higher 

court, the decision reads "the ord.nanoe of the Cincinnati 

Council prohibiting bartering and selling on Sunda.y is void 

as to thos..e who conscientiously observe the Seventh day of 
2 

the week as Sabbath11 
• 

In April 1857 the Common Council of Cincinnati 
3 

again passed a rigid Sunday observa.nc~e law with the result 

that tt met with the di splee.sure of e~ven the non Jewish 

element in the City. The eommercial of Friday July 31st 

l.(see the City of Cincinnati Vers. ~re.cob Rice 15 Ohio 

Reports 225,1846; also see Occident Vol V pp 112 et seq. 

1 64 et seq. 

2 Occident vol 4 P 563 

3 See Israelite April 10, 1857 

1 



printed a long communication and edito:i:·ial in which it was 

pointed out the. t if the Sabbath is at a.11 commanded which 

it surely is. the d e.y, no le s s than the1 institution itself 
• 

it is maintained is fixed by the wi 11 of God; wherefore all 

attempts at investing Sunaay with a religious sa.net.:J.nn must 

be fruitless; a majority may pass a law to compell all in

habitants to rest on tba t or an~ other day; but it, after all 

leaves the quest ion to be repeated wi t .hout any conscienihious 

compunctions at a subsequent period which would be impossible 
1 

if the day had di vine Sancti on11 In 1858, July, Isaac Marks 

an Ice dealer was fined five dollars for delivering ice on 

Sunday al tho he stated tha t he was a eonscientious observer 
2 

of the Seventh day Sabbath. 
3 

Again in 1859 we find recorded the case of City vs. 

Joseph M. Schloss who was arrested fo~ exposing goods for 

sale on Sunday. It was admitted that the defendant was an 

Israelite a nd a conscientious observe·r of the Jewish Sabbath. 

Prosecut ing Attorney Johnson submitted to Judge Love the 

various decisions Pro and con upon tb.e Sunday question as 

decided by the Supreme Court of Ohio. Judge Lo~e basing 

R. vs. c1·tT.r of Cincinnati decided his decision on case of ice J 

in the defendants favor and case was dismissed. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

See Occident vol XV P 231 

Occident vol XVl P 218 19 

vv11 n 126 Israeli t ie Aug 18' 1859 See Occident A I 

1.fu Ohio 225 

The case 



came before the Supreme Court f Oh 1 o lo v1hicb sustained the 
Lower Court. 

In April 1871 and April 1878 th ere was a recurrence 

of the problem, in the former the oase: was David Bea.rmun 

vers City discharged in favor of Bearman 
2

• am l a tter 
3 

it was Billigheim r vers State of "©hio. Billigheimer was 
• 

cor&"~cted in a. Cincim1ati police cour~b for unlawfully 

performing common labor Sunday May 31, 1874 by carrying 

on his usu,.'11 ousiness,Billigheimer pl1~adea''toot as an 

Israelite, he closed up his billiard :room at 6th & Broadway 

" Friday May 29th and ki:l pt it closed until 7: '.)0 P. M. Saturday ,, 
May 30. The intervening period being the Jewish Sabbath. 

The evidence showed tha t Billighe imer occasionaly observed 

the Jewish Sabbath a nd that at times he closed his business 

on Sunday, in ;-,hich event he worked ain Saturday as usual. For 

this reason the APpelute Tribunal held that the lower court 

"may have thoug ht the defendants' custom of Keeping open 

his sol.oon indifferently as between the two days was not ,, 
that nconscientious" observance to which the statute refers· 

111 closing otu· discussion on tm chapter dealing with the 

attitude o~ the Non Jews to Jews in '~imi.nnati, I think that 

1 Occident Dec 8, 1859 

2 Israelite May 5, 1871 

3 32 Ohio State 435 , 1877 

4 

1 



the attitude was- shown to be on the whole quite liberal. It 

was therefore most fitting that one of Cine innati 's own 

Jewish sons Mo:ses Ezekiel should m.ve sculptured into ~ 

stone the beautiful statute of Religi.aw:; Ltberty which the 

Jews of America donated to the people~ of America and which 

now stands in Fairmount Park, PhiladHlphia. 

I I 



ECCN01ITC J,.SP.f;CT C'F JE'1iISH LIFE IN CINCINI1!Ar:'I. 
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ECONOl\~C ASPECT CF JEWISH LIFE IN CIIiTCINt[ATI. 

The German Econonomist and s · l · ~ ocio ogist Werner J ombart, in his stu-

dies on the Jews' part in the development of mod ·t 1 em capi ol and inter-

national tre.de' .accuses the Jew of possess:Lng an instinctive predelic .. 

ti on for commerce and trade; rather than foJr producti· on of _ comrn odi ti ea. 

Finding the Jews of the Middle ages a;nd Modern Times as Ile rchante 

and traders ,and money len.ders ,rather than 1as farmers or artisans, he 

concludes that it is the innate character of the Jew to play the role 

of the middle man or bourgeo1se, thereby functioning in the history of 

civilization, as one of the factors in the exploitation of the produc

ing class. He draws all of the natural implications, political and so

cial from this peculiar e c onomic position of the Jew in historY/and pre

dicts that with the Sociilization of the m~~ans of production and distri

bution, the Jews will be forced out of theiir historic ecohomi o position. 

Survival will then be a difficult, if not an impossible process, is his 

prediction. 

We cheer'fully a c cept, as a matter of hi storical data, the fact t hat 

the economic position of the Jew has been t ha t o! the "middleman or 

~1 1 that hi·s contri·butions to th e development of mo-
6 e n bourgeoisie" and 

dern ca.pi tal have been incalculable' in fi:i.ct' capi tali am would have 

been J but wher•~ we quarrel with Prof. jJom-
impossi ble without the ew, 

bart he draws fr1om this historic position; 
is in the deduction that 

. t· t1ve tendency to trade. 
namely that the Jew possesses an ins inc 

. d assimilation has under the 
The Jewish geni us for adaptation an 

sure of social and eo onomic, historical .forces' 
given the Jew only 

d that was barter. 0PPortunity for economic survival, an 

1"'(See The Jews and Modern Capital) 

pres-

one 



When we consider the restrictive l . . anc oppresive legislation of the . 
middle ages and even modern times in d ' regEtr s to the Jews ' prohibiting 
his tenure of land, the guilds refusals t 

C> admit him into the trades 

and crafts, hi s forcible confinement to t~ G !le hetto, out of which free 

movement was prohibited, the many laws t · prE~Ven ing his engaging in the 

great va.ri ety of oocupa ti one, etc. , we arE~ compelled to formula. te the 

thesis that the only opportunity open to the Jew at all times was to 

initiate and develop those economic possi l>ili ties which were availe.ble, 

and in which the population of the City or State in which he was toler

ated were not engaged. In this way, the Jew did not become a compe

titor, whereas through initiating new entEn·prises, be really added to 

the economic prosperity of the State. During the Middle Ages, most 

people of Europe were largely provincial, and travel over land routes 

was dangerous and subject to the raids of robber barons who levied 

heavy imposts and taxes. Sea faring too was hazardous and cargoes were 

conveyed at the risk of their owners. TJb.e Jews were the only Inter-

national people of the world at the time. They were to be found in 

Germany, France and Spain, all through thj~ Orj ent and Norther pM)tions 

of Africa. They were brethren, familiar with one common interna tion

al language·, Hebrew. Under these conditit:ms, they developed inter-na

tional trade and commerce, which was only possible when base~n inter

national credit, which at bottom rests on mutual interest. trust and 

confidence. 
' ~ 1 could maJ"age and hence was laid the Thus the Jews a one ~ 

J 

basis for international trade relationship. 
I 

They lrought slaves, silks, spices, i mdigo , dyes, jewels, etc., 

from the East in exchange for the product is of l!.'urope • 
by the Rabbis (Hillel's Eteriska) 

A modification of Biblical law, 

Permitted them to charge interest on money loans• thus the Jews be-



ca.me the great money lenders of the World, lending to Popes , Kings and 
Feudal Lords. 1 

a..J. ~l>I 
When allowed by the Polish and Russian legislation to b 1 uy,. and, they 

organized farming colonies, and showed thE.t; they could become good far-

mers and la.tar, when permitted to bee ome artisans in Russia, in the lat

ter part of the J9th Century, the Jew entereid the garment, building, 

shoe, leather tanning and other trades. 

Even in t hi s Country with successive wa'Vres of Jewish immigration and 

freedom of economic opportunity. the Jevrs have developed a great many 

f orms of commercial a.nd industrial enterprises. It is now conceded 

that the Jews have monopolized the garment industry in all its branch

es in this Country, both as entre___yreneurs and proletarians, and are 

entering not merely into many other occupations and trades, but are 

also flocking into the pr9fessions of law, medicine, dentistry, engi-

nearing, etc. 

The economic position of the Jew in the :past and present is due not 

to an instinctive tendency but rather to social, policital and economic 

historical forces, for which the Jew is hs.:rd~ to be held responsible • 
... 



The Economic history of the Jews in Cinci'nnati· i·s -~ iireed a var-

ied one. Starting out as peddlars, the «i:larly settlers soon became 

s oes, etc. , small merchants of dry goods, cloth_ing, notions, botts, h 

only to b e followed by more recent immigri!ints who took up peddling vibe~ 

the older settlers left it off and developed it 'urther. These new ped

dlarf recru.i ts bought their merchandise l :argely from Jewish merchants. 

Thus the directory of 1846, informs us that Mr. Forchheimer & Co., were 

Importers of Looking Glas ~ Elates a t 15 E. Fourth St., that J. & L. 

Abrahams were merchant tail•rs at Main between Third and Fourth Sta. 

Herry Abram, peddler, that Bettman Price & Co., dealt in Dry Goods, 

as did J. & H. Goldberg, ~olf Goldsmitp, Adam Goodheart, Heidelbach 

Seasongood & Co., John Alexander, c. Kiefer & Co., Samuel Solomon and 

a few c there. 

Most of the firms listed, however, dealt in clothing and some 

later became prominent in this business, ~~ who are listed in the Di-

rectory of 1846 are: 

Abraham Fechheirrer. Moritz Heidelbaeh, Philip Heidelbach, Heidel-

bach seasongood & Co., May Levi & Co., Mayer & Cohen, sacks & Bro., and 

others. 
In 1850-51, the Directory begins al:ready to record the entrance 

of Jews into the liquor business, 1.e., Samuel N. and Henry Pike, man

ufacturers of alcohol and pure spirits• C1:i.nal near Walnut sts. • also 

that of Lewis Abraham and H'. Brachman and A. Fatman & Co.' as an Im-

porter of Havanah Cigars. 
Seven out of the 13 manufacturers of clothing in 1850 were Jews 

and liste
d under Dry Goods Merchants were Jews. 

9 ou' of 26 names 

the a
dvertisement cards of Jewish merchants in 

In 1856, scanning 
as dealers in Jewelery, watches, shirts, 

the daily press, we find them 

fu
rniture, t runks, valises, hardware, and 

shoes, clothing, dry goods, 



also two dealers in Hebrew bookst tzizis, mezzuzas, Tephillum, Ethrogim 

and other Jewish cermonial objects. 

According to Official statistics of Ohio, there were manufac tured in 

Cincinnati in 1858, merchandise whose val'U!; amounted to $48,990,500. by 

23,615 employees operating in 503 establishments. Among these clothing 

is the l ergest item. The clothing trade alone gave employment to 12,000 

workers and its value was estimated at $15,000,000 . 

business was exclusively in t~e control of Jews.l 

This branch of 

One of the daily papers under date of Sept. 2, 1859, says: s. Levy 

& Bros. have erected a large business house on Walnut St., which vies 

with our commercial mansions. It is located in heart of business area 

and will be occupied a.s a wholesale wine s.mi liquor house, with alarge 

distillery. This vras the beinning of en era when Jewish merchants e

rected some of the largest business plants known in Cincinnati. 

Though the Year 1860 brought with it a political and financial 

panic which greatly disturbed business, the tax lists of the Dry Goods 

and Clothi,..business both of which are in the hands of Jews, showed 

that ~~20,000,000. worth of business had been done, 

In the yea r 1860, the Cincinnati Directory shows ths.. t the Jews 

had practically a mcnopoly of the clothing atnd dry goods, caps and no

tions business of the City. They were also entering the Distilling 

~nd liquor business in growing numbers. Among their profesr= ional men 

they had four lawyers and three physicians, but no druggists, dentists 

or engineers. 

The outbreak of the Civil war, found the Jewish clothing merchants 

prepared to supply the Government with uniforms and military apparel 

~nd as a result the Jews enjoyed the greatest pra:p~rity. This was man-

lf th · plants ( The Jewish mer chants arect-ested in the enlargement of e1 r 

~1-See Israelite April 1,1859) 



ted some of the finest merc&nt i le 
build~~s in Cincinnati) and the build~ 

ing of splendid mansions. Temples 
and Communal Institutione. 

In 1865 there wer e entolled as 
members of the Cincinnati Chamber 

of Commerce, 41 Jewish concerns, whi h t 
c s eadily has grown in number un-

til the present day. 

In the year 1860 there wer · t d e reg113 ere in the Cincinnati Direc-

tory, 63 Jewish concerns · or about 98% of all those engaged either as 

manufacturers or as whosesale dealers of clothing. By 1865 a number 

of these concerns had consolidated and there were to be found but 43 

very l arge clothing establishments. 

In 1870 we find 37 firms listed and in 1910 only 31, The high,. 

est point reached by Jews in the clothing line in thj a city, was just 

before the Civil ~ar. The Jewish monopoly of the clothing business in 

Cinci~Iia ti was t o such an extent in the hands of Jews that practically 

all of the Members of' the Cincinnati Clothiers Association were Jews. 

Thie continued until about 1910, when thE~ Clothiers Association dis

banded due to the shifting of clothing centers to other cities. 

However, in the Liquor Business, from a few concerns in 1860. 

the list geew to close on 40 in 1914, and these rank as the largest in 

the country. In fact, it might truthfully be stated that the liquor 

In Cinc 1· nna:',·1·, and that the Jews of Cin-arket of America. is lo·ca.ted in l 

cinnat i were in control of it. 

J ews of Cincinnati have excelled. 
In other lin°s too, the 

Thus 

ShoTf;s that not alone is Cincinnati a. 
in 1876, the tax li~t on cigars' '' 

t but that the Jews 
Very prominent tobacco and cigar manufacturing own, 

nt of taxes paid by 
lead in this business, as is evident from the amou 

. ti £'tve of which are Jewish: 
the~even firms. in Cincinna ' 

1. s. Lowenthal & Co. 
2. Weil Cohn & Co. 
3. Krohn Feis & Co. 

$55 ,044. 
43,581. 
28,308. 



4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

H. Teety & Bros (Not Jewish) 
L. Newburger & Bros 
M. Hods • 
Voige & Winter (Not Jewish) 

$17,763. 
14,760.00 
13,204.50 

9,300. 

A list of cigars and cheroots ld so by ten of the leading manufacturers 
of this City from Jan 1, 1887 to 

Roth Burner & Feist 
Krohn, Feiss & Co. 
Haas Bros. 
H. Tietig & Bro. 
S. Lowenthal & Co 
Fritz Eros. 
L. Newburger & Bro 
R.M. Bischop & Co 
Myres & Mannheimer 
J .H. Luke & Co. 

(Jew.) 
t ,, l 

( J ev; • ) 

( " 
( ,, 
( " 

} 
) 
) 

Roth Brunner & Fej. st (!~w-) 
J .H. Luke & Co. 
Myers & Mannheimer (Jew.) 
L. Newburger & Bro. " 

June 30,1887 
Arr.t of Cigars 
4,958,000 
3,880,000 
3,214,000 
2,801,000 
2,533,000 
2,004,500 
1,947,500 
1,500,000 

628,250 
584,500 

cheroots 
3,595,oon 
1,146, 000 

596,250 
201,000 

Taxes Paid 
$14,874 .00 
11,640.00 

9,642.00 
8,403.00 
7,599.00 
6,013.50 
5,842,50 
4,500.00 
1,884.75 
1,753.50 

10,785.00 
3,438.00 
1,788.75 

600.00 

In 1878 the Cincinnati Hotel CompBll.y· was capitalized at $500,000 . 

at its incorporation and among the incorporators were: Jacob Elsas, 

Henry Leurs, Philip Heidelbach, "The Company proposes to build a Ho

tel at the s.w. Corner of Fourth and Central Aves." 

During the time when large masses of' Russian Jews began to ar

rive in Cinctnnati, from 1881-1,912, the clothing and cigar industry 

were graudally shifting from Cincinnati to Cleveland, Chicago and De-

troit. There followed from this that we have never developed any 
I . 

~eally large Jewish tailoring class in Cincinnati, &shave New York, 

Cleveland, Chicago, also that as a result of the shift in t he clothing 

market, we did not attract proportionetely) as many of the East Euro

pean immigrants as did the other l a rge cities. 

The Russian and East huropean Jews of Cincinnati developed rather 

along the line of customer peddlers. and sma.11 merchants and a compare.-

tively small percentage entered the needle industry. However, a 



~~ ~~mt~r,~~~i~'i;.} in the years between 1906-12, during which Rus

sian immigration was still heavy, there came to Cincinnati a class of 

Russian and East European Jews who were tailors by trade, having learned 

and plied their tr~de in the larger industrial cities of Russia. They 

naturally entered the clothing factories of Cincinnati . Women as well 

as men worked in these factories as operators, pressers, buttonhole 

makers and finishers. 

It was during these years also that the Jewish needle trades 

were becoming strongly Unionized throughout the larger industrial ci

ties of America, especially in Chicago, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Bal-

timore, Boston and of course New York, was this the case. ~incinna-

ti did not lag behind. There ~as orga nized here a branch of the Gar

ment makers Union, which became affiliated with the .Nati cnal Federa

tion of Labor and also with the International Jewish Garment Makers 

Federation, whose headquarters were in New York. This Union still 

exists. 



I 

JEWS AS BANKERS 

Money lending and Banking have been t 
, he traditional old Jewish call-

ings. As early as 1854, we find the Jewish fi"rm 

Bankers & Exchange Brokers, 2 Columbia Bldg.l 
of A. Mayer & Co., 

In 1861, in Cincinneti, the firm of B. Simon & co., addeafDtheir 

wholesale clothing busines·a, also a Banking nepartment. 
It was from 

the Clothing business that the Jews of Cincinnati entered banking. 

In 1866 we find the Banking concern of Heidelbach, Bauer & Co., 

also Espey, Heidelbach & Co. 

In 1867-68 Solomon Leob, a member of the clothing firm of Xuhn, 

Loeb & Netter of Cincinnati, left for New York, where he founded the 

banking concern of Kuhn,Loeb & Co., 

The Cincinnati banking concern Kuhn Netter & Co., was part of tb3 

older clothing firm in which both Kuhn & Net ·.er were partners. 

In 1869, the banking firm of Seasongood, Netter & Co., \·~as organ

ized and located at 37 West Third St. 

In 1873, Herman Le:G & Co., 72 \';. Thi.rd St., went into the Banking 

business. 

C reports, the bank of Espey Heidel-In 1870, the Chamber of ommerce 

(·ach & Co.' capitalized at $200,000. and Seasongood Netter & Co.' at 

~160,()~()l. 

Jew1.sh banking houses, that.of Espey HeidIn 1880 there were three 
d Sons & Co.' out of a total elbach & co., s. Kuhn & Sons and Seasongoo 

Of fourteen private banks. 

In 1886, the banking house d lb h & co became a of Espey H1ei e ac . •' 

Ohio Vall•ay National Bank, the heads National Bank under the name of 

of the firm being James Espey, 
1·(reraelite Aug. 25,1854) 

Theodore Bauer, B. Bettman and 



David Wachman. 

Thus also in 1887 the bank of Seasongood Sons & co., was succeed.

'ed by the Equitable National Bank. 

In 1907, the Pearl St. Market Bank wsts incorporated with a capi

tal of $100,000.00 to promote additional l>anking facilities for merch-

ants in the "bottoms" The heads were Smnuel Lehman, Gabe s. Weil 

and Abe Bloom, all Jews. 

In 1910 witnessed the end of the old bank of s. Kuhn & Sons, 

which transferred its deposits to the Third-Fifth National Bank. Mr. 

s. Kuhn retired to devote his time to philanthropic work. The parti

cipation of J'ews in Banking in 1914 can readily be seen from the fol-

lowing list: 

Market National Bank 
Pearl Market Bank 
Peoples Saving Bank 

A.J. Frank - Benke.:s and Brokers. 
First National Bank 
P.J. Goodhart 
E.L. Heinsheimer 
M.E. Moch & Co. 
Seasongood Mayer & Co 
Weil Roth & Co. 

Bankers & Brokers ,, 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" II 

" 
" 

Juliues Fleischman, Pree. 
Samuel Lehman, Vice Pres. 
Max Silberberg, 
Alfred M. Cohen 
L. V. Marks 

Edgar Frie~lander 

· c;nc1·nnat1' has taken an active part in the makThus the Jew 1n ~ 

ing of financial progress of the city. 



JEWS IN THE .INSURANCE BUSYNESS 

As early as 1855, we find the Jews C>f Cincinnati engaged in the 
Insurance business. The Israelite of Sept, 1 1855 '' • , states that Sam-
uel E. Macs has been eppo· t , A in eu gent in City and vicinity for the Home, 

The Firemans, The Western Massacusetts F' ire Insurance and New York 

Life Insurance Companies." 

Mr. Henry Mack in 1857 was elected Sl National Director of the 

Home Insurance Co., of New York. 

For reasons whi ch it seems difficult for me to explain, the years 

of 1864-66 finds most of the prominent Jewish names of the City identi 

fied either as incorporators or Directors of some of the larger insur

ance Companies doing business in Cincinnati. thus, 

The Franklin Insurance Company of Cincinnati with a capital of 

$150,000.00 had on its Board of Direci)rs, Joseph Trounstine of A.J. 

Trounstine & Co., and among its stock hold.ers are to be located the names 

of Elias Bloch, F. Eckstein, Marcus Feohhe·imer, S~muel E. Fechheimer, 

Freiburg & Workum, Glazer & Bros., M. Hellman, Eli Johnson~ J.H. Lo~ien

stein & Bro., Mitchell & Re.mmelsberg, Mend.ensohn & Frohimer, Henry Moch 

& Co. , B. Meyerberg, Louis st ix & Co., -I .o. Strauss, L. Shoenbrun, 

A. & J. Trounstine & Co., Louis Wald & Co. 

Thts would indicate to me that this concern was practically a 

Jewish concern. 
The same is almost true of the Germanja. Fire & Marine Insurance 

whose directors are to 
Co., of Cincinnati, Capital $300,000.00 among 
b F Heidelbach, of Heidelbach, Sea-

e found the following Jewish nr.mes: • 
H Schroder of H. Schroder 

- n & Bros., • 
eongood Co., James Lowman of l.iowmL 

Th ' d St B Frenkel of Aub Frenkel 
& Co., Benno Speyer, Banker No. 9 ir 

0

' • 

A Lou~ of A. Louts & Co., Wm. Guit-
& Co., Max Glaser of Glaser Bros., • 

erman of Guiterman Bros., 



A number of Jews are represented on the Boards of the National 

Insurance Co., of Cincinnati. The Magnolia Fire & M_arine Insurance Co., 

and United Fire & Marine Insurance Co. Some of the leading Insur-

ance in the City have always been Jewish dating from the time of 1860. 

This being a form of the brokerage busirn~ss, it is perfectly natural 

to expect the Jews to have engaged in l.t, for brokerage, like banking 

is one of the traditional Jewish vocatio:ns. 



JEWS IN THE PROFESSIONS -
The two professions in which th J 

e ew,s have been represented almost , 
exclusively have been Law and Uedicine. The latter has been one of the 

traditional J e ~·iish professions' dating back to the Middle Ages' some 

of the greetest Jewish philosophers and scholars are· reputed to have 

been physicians. 

In this pro f ession the Jews of Cincinnati have excelled, Some of 

the city's most not &ble and expert d" 1 me ica Professors, surgeons and 

precticing specialists ere Jews. 

It was in 1860
1

that Dr. Wise in one of his vigorous edi torials, 

urged upon the Jewi sh merchan t s to give t heir sons a collegiate and 

professional education and training, instead of permitting them to rre re

ly graduate from High School &nd then~0enter the mercantile line, 

The Jews have alwE.y s taken udv!;!.ntage of the opportuni t y of profes

sional tra ining, wherever and whenever it was offered , largely because 

as skilled and trained physicians or lawyers they become indispensable 

to the population in which they dwell. 

d f As early as 1860, we find 
Tl2e a ppeal did not fall on ea ears. 

J ] Among the fj_rst Cincinnati 
ewish students at the Harvard Law Schoo ·• 

J and Jacob Schroder;'° the former grs.duat0d 
ews at Harvard were I. Simon 

1 from the Le~w School in June 1869' and re-
n 1861, the latter graduated 

- the United states Attorney Gen-
Ceived an appointment in the Office of 

also among the early Jewish 
Daniel J. !ind Julius F. Worku.lll were era1. 

once the precedent had been 
students to attend Harvard Law School. 

of Cincinnati Jews to go to 
eet it became quite customary for the son.s 

llarvard to study Law' .for its Law 
School was already then famous. 

l-(see Israelite Nov. 8, 1860) 



In 1883, we have a record of four such 
Jewish students at Har-

vard College, they are s. Marcus Fechheimer , Walter Forchheimer, Oscar 
Lowman and Jesse Lowman. In 1884 ther 

' e were five, Wally Forchheimer, 
Ma.:x Winkler, Solly Swartz, Julian Mack and Juli us i1orkum. l 

Julian Mack, now Judge of the Circu.i t Court, made a remarkable re

cord in Harvard Law School, winning a scholarship in 1985. In 1887 

he won the honor of being chosen orator of his graduating class and 

also the ~oreign fellowship being the on.ly Jew wh,o had ever won it and 

which entitled him to a three years study abroad. 

s. Marcus Fechheimer completed the regular four year collegiate 

course in th:ree, and registered for Post Grs,duate work as a candidate 

of Master of Arts Degree. 

In 1886 , Judge Hoffheimer and Alfred Mack were students at the 

Harvard Law School. 1890 found 9 Cincinnati Jewish men at Harvard and 

1904 six. Ever:i,r year Cincinnati has had. its quota at Harvard. 



JEWS IN LAW 

In 1853 Jose ph Abrahem was the sole ~Jewish lawyer in the city. In, 

1854 he was joined by Edgar M. Johnson and in 1856 the law firm of Edgar 

1-J. and J ames W. Johnson was fo rmed. In 1858 came a new addition to the 

number of Jewish lawyers, Jacob Wolf and by 1865. the Cincinnati Direc

tory records the following Jewish names Hmong the attorneys at Law: 

Joe Abraham, Isaac Miller. Samuel A. Miller, Simon & Heinsheiir.er, 

Benno Speyer, Jacob Wolf, --- Johnson. 

This number grew to nine in 1869 and fourteen in 1876, which was in -

creased to twenty-one in 1880: 

289 George St. Jos Abraham 
Victor Abraham 
Bernard Bettman , 
Aaron Goldsmith 
~dgar Johnson 
Samuel Johnson 
M. W. Johnson 
Max Kohn 

16 Marmer Temple 
Jr. 26 Johnston Bldg. 

5 Marmer Bldg. 

Adam Kramer 
Louis Kramer 

5r.z Jewish attorneys at In 1910 there were v 

na ti , s om e o f 

School. 'l'he 

Years a Jew,. 

f ors at Law whomhave been Pro ess 

b . n of the Law Library in Li raria 

Lipman Levy 
Wm. Mayer 
Isaac Miller 
Sam'l Miller 
Morris Sacks 

s. Heinsheirner 
I. Simon 
Israel Si!ron 
F. Spiegel 
Chas Spritz 
Jacob Wolf. 

Law in the City of Cincin-

at the C~ ncinnati Law 

Cincinnati was for many 



JEt'.rS IN MEDICINE. 

Before the yeer 1860 there were just f'our 
Jewish Physicians in the 

city They were Drs. Bettman Frank R f 
• • , osen eld and Mayer, the latter a 

frequent contributor to the Israelite. who in June 1859 graduated from 
the Ohio Medical College of Cincinnati. Th e facilities and schools for 

the study of Medicine have always been good in Cincinnati, which aa-

counted for the fact that a larger number of our young men took their 

medical training here, leaving the city of European Schools only to do 

Post graduate profession~l work. 

In 1865, there were five Jewish Physii~ians. 

In 1866, we read that Josph Aub, M.D. who had gradua~ed from the Cin

cinnati Medical c allege bad gone to Europi9 to further perfeat himself in 

the Science of :Medicine. This I think is the first instance of a Jew-

ish physician from Cincinne.ti to 
ro 

went- to J:furope to study. 

From 1867-1869 there were registered in the local Medical Colleges 

three Jewish students, Illo~Ty, Bro~n and Hyman. In the latter year 

Dr. Illowry succeeded in competitive examinations given by City Hospi
ld b t of seven Jewish 

ta1 for Internship. That yeer Cincinnati cou oas 
t , Heller, Aub and Illowry. 

Physicians, Bettman, Rosenfeld, Frank, S SLrK, 

C. iru'.Lati College of Medicine and 
Prominent in the affairs of the inc 

. f :rr K Bene Israel. He was in 
Surgery was Dr. Max Lillenthal' Rs.bbl 0 

•• • 
d on several occasions de-

1870. Chairman of its Boar d of Trustees' a.n 
1870 he presided at the twen-

11 In Feb. ' Vered the graduation address. 1 d t o Oin-
his address appes e · · 

t t cises and 
Y seventh annual commencemen exer This year witnessed 

of a University. 
c1.nnatians for the establishment h being the third 
th . from the College, e 

e graduation of Gabriel Kaiser , Medicine and surger y. 
J' • t' College of 
ewiah graduate from the Cincinna 1 



In 1871 Dr. Joseph Aub r t 
e urned from his studies abroad 

and started 
He was also appointed lecturer in the City 

Hospital. This marked the betnning of the glorious role which Jewish 

his practice in the City. 

physicians have played as teachers and professors of Medicine in the Cin

cinnati ,Medical Schools. 

In 1873-74 there were two more additions to the Jewish Medical Corps. 

They were Drs. Joseph Ransahoff and Philip Zenner, who graduated in 1873. 

Dr. Ransahoff became .a;ssistant Physician at the City Hospital and the 

following year won the gold medal of the Ohio Medical College for the 

best essay on a medical subject. 

In 1876, the J ewish Cornmuni ty counted ten of her sons in the profes-

sion of medicine who were pr&ctioing in her midst. They were: Batt-

man, Fran \~ , Rosenfeld, Stark, Illowry, Forchheimer, Z-enner, Aub, Tauber 

and Marcus. 

The first ,Jev:ish Dentist to graciuate and practice in Cincinnati was 

C.H. Rosenthalt who completed his 

lege of Cincinnati in 1878. Thoe 

course at the Miami Valley Dental Col

originally from Fort Wayne, Ind. ' he 

He died in Cincinnati in 1914, after 

In 1910, the nu.mber of Jewish Den-
decided to settle in Cincinnati• 

having practiosed here for 40 years. 

tiats in Cincinnati was nine. 
16 1816 took occasion to praise 

The Israelite in its issu~, of June ' ' 
t enter the professions, 

th t d of young Cincinnati Jews o e g,rowing en ency · . t or Engineers 
no Jewish Arch1tec s 

but lamented the fact "that there were 
• tS II or 1., co-religionis • . . . 

· .civ-en Druggj sts among our the Jewish Physicians 
more names written on 

By 1879 there were three Jefferson Bettman 
h Eichberg, 

roat They were Josep ·nnati e:r of Cincinnati. t the Cinc1 gold medals a. 
a.na, Jacob Block, 

1redic:a1 C 11 o ege. 

t wo having won 
the l a tter 

Physicians held 
Four of our 

h . in the loprofessors ips 



cal Medical Colleges - they were Drs, Aub 
- , 

Forchheimer, Ransahoff and Tauber. 

In 1884, Dr• Sigmar Stark was appoj_nted Second 
House Physician of 

the German City Hospital, but left in 1885 to accept 
an appointment of-

fered him as Assi:etant J?hysici.an of the Hoyal Gynecological Institute 

at Dre-sden, under the auspices of the famous Profess.or Dr. Leopold. 

The first son of a Russian Jew to en ter Medical practice in Cincin-

nati was Dr. Hillkowj_tz, son of itabbi Hil.lkowitz, the Orthodox Rav of 

the City, showing the love a.nd aptitude O·f the Russian Jew for study, 

Between the years 1884, 1887 the Cincinnati Jewish Community sent 

eight of its sons into medicine. In the letter year, .Dr. Jose·ph Grab

field was appointed Professor of Charristry at the Technolog~cal Insti

tute at Boston. 

The number of Jews in this professio:n in Cincinna ti continued g!ow

ing unt1,l in 1910 there were forty Jewish physicians and nine Jewish den

tists in the City, many of whom rank n ot 1!3.lone high in their _ profession 

i the ci· ti.rr, but are also known national-as specia'lists ~; nd consul tan ts n , 

l The Cineinnati .Medical Schools have Y for their skill and learning. 

always bad Jewish Professors on their sta~Ef • s 

th t - Joseph Ransahomf was in It should, however, be here added EL lJr • 

l Cl. nc1· nna ti -jlcademy o-f Hedi cine - the 889 elected President of the 

th~ s honor, t ho many Jewish physicians first time a Jew ever rec eived 

have since held this office. 
her Jewi-sh physici ans, the name 

In 1902 Cincinnati also added tc 
, 

Of Ruth Bernheim,a granddaughter 

iah Woman physician in the City. 

She is the only Jewof Dr. I.M. Wise. 
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AGRICUL~U?...8.L ACTIVI~IES OF T_HE 
JEWS IN CINCINNATI 

Introducti on. 

There is a tendency when treating the b 
pro lem of the Jew a.s an ag .. 

It is maintained by some that the 
riculturalist, to go very far afield. 

Jews having been originally in Biblical days an agricultural people, should 

go back to the calling of their forefathers. Others on the contrary 

maintain that since they have not been ti·11ers f th o _e soil for nearly 

two thousand yeEtrs, it is folly to expect Jews to make a success at it, 

at this l ete date. It seems to me tha t both sides have overlooked the 

single fact the.t the only inducement to engage in agrj culture, or indeed 

in any occupation is the individual profit and satisfaction e~:pected 

therefrom. If a man can improve his condi tion, not necessarily financial 

on a farm, it i s a good reason for becoming a farmer. If nol- there is 

Svery reason for his staying away. As for the Jewish Iarmer, it does 

not always occur to ei the.r side that in so far tha.t he is human first 

and Jewish after he is actuated by the same motives, and must be judged 
' . 

by the sa.me standards as the average human being. Had our Jewish Commu-

nal leaders both abroad and in America, i.e., Cremeux, Sir Moses Monti-

f . Baron De Hi· rsch, Isaa·c M. Wise, Jacob H. Schiff iore, Baron Rothchild, 

I 

t d in Settling the Jews on the soil, 
and many others who have been interes e 

thought this way, the many failures experiencedn~~uld have been avoided. 

I t date Already, 
1he movement of the Jew to the fa.rm is of recen • 

records the 
as early as 1170, ·Benjamin of Tudela, the Jewish traveller, 

. d · 1481 Volterra fi ttl d 1·n Palestine an in ' - nding of Jewish farmers se e 
The attempts at Palestinian 

located a Jewish farmers colony at Gaza. 
. f the 19th Century by Cremeux, 

Settlement by Jews of the latter part o 
M by the Russian BilU and Lovers of 
.ontefiore and Rothchild and later 

Zi are too well known to merit repttition. 
on Socieites of Russia 

--~-=== .................... iiliiillll 

The 



Zionist Colonies in Pa lestine in rec t 
en years have proved the fact that 

the Jew can become a successful farmer in Palestine. 

In Russia t oo, there were attempts a t 1 · . 
co on1z1ng t he Jews on farms 

as early as 1806 and by 1810 some 1690 fam11· 
ies were to be found in col-

onies founded in Southern Russia. This Russian Jewish colonization ven-

ture was the outcome of a comm~ssion appointed by Emperor Alexander I, 

in 1802 to study the Jewi sh question. It was as a result of the recom

mendation of this Cammi ttee of a plan to colonize the Jewa in Western 

and Scuth-Western provinces, that t he Government in 1806 granted 80,000 

acres of land for this purpose. In spite of the vascillating and later 

discriminatory policies of the Russian Gove~nment, the Jewish colonists 

had a hard and precarious experience. Still in 1898, a report of the 

Jewish Colonization Associat i on, shows that there were 296 colonies 

consisting of 10, 550 Jevtish femilies totaling 63, 342 Jewish souls set

t led on farms with an area of 269 ,378 acres, all in the Southwestern 

and Southern provinces of Russia. 1 

In ~'/estern European Countries the e were practically no Jewish Far-

me rs. 

The attempts of the Jewish Colonization Association I.C.A. to 

settle Russian Jews in Argentine i~ 1891 was and still is an ex9eri-

ment of doubtful success. In Canada too t here. are to be found Jewish 

Colonies which settled as early as 1884 • 
J on the soil commenced very 

IN America the attempt to colonize ews 

early. 
i Manuel Noah in 1820 

The Arrarat Colony founded by ?Jajor Mo:cdeca 

On Grr.nd Island in the Niagara 
h b t 17 000 acres of land w o acquired a ou • -

th Jews, proved premature. It 
a refuge for e River near Buffalo, 

as ' stone of a monument placed in 
only rema ins in the shape of the Corner 

In r apYd succes
f 1 Historical Museum. 

1825, now reposing in the Buf a 0 

established in Ulster County, 
Bien, came the Jewish colony Shalom, 



New York, 1837. 

In 1843, the first issue of th 1 
e Occident contained an article 

pleading for a colony in the United States where J 
ewish farming and agri-

culture might once r.'Ore be reinstated·. "IN such a society excellent men 
and worthy women might spring up who would deserve t o be called an~ or-

nament to Israel and an honor :(o mankind." 

The real begin:uing of the Jewish Agri cultureal movement in the Unit

ed States is contemporaneous with the influx of Jewish immigration which 

was set in mo ti on b y the reig_n of lawlessness and persecution that swept 

over Eastern Europe in the eighties of t he last century. A number of the 

immigrants came f rom Agr i cultural distri cts and it was only natural that 

"ba.ck to the soil" should have become the motto of their well wishers, 

the older American Jewish settlers. 

There were three motives which account for the desire on the part of 

the t Amerl. can Jews to settle their Russian immi-better element among be 

grant brethren on the soil: 

The one was political _ it had generally been understood that the 

oppositi cn to the Jew derived a great deal of its force from the senti-

ment that the Jew was th t he was too eager to make not a producer and a 

money in the easiest way possible. 
It being felt that through settlement 

on d the right to claim to possess it. the soil, one derive 
d . to improve the physi. 1 · e the es ~ re 

The second motive was soc1a ' 1 
• • 

themselves into the ghettos of 
ca1 conditicn of the 

the large cities and 

Shop and factory with 

a living wage, etc. 

Jews who were forming 

to free them from the 

all its implications 

degre.ding compeiition in sweat 

of disease, squalor, lack of 

Cit "The ragged 
Dr \Vise in our own y: 

The third motive is given by • 
and civilization were far below 

immigrants whose culture I Poor regtugee 
l 



ours, should be settled on the f 
ree land whe ~ e they 1 

out becoming a danger to · cou d develop with-
the well established reputation that the older 

German American Jews had acquired." 

The attempt to settle these new 
arrivals on the soil was started 

in every one of the l arger cente~s f 0 Arre rica - New York, Philacielphia, 
Boston as well as Cincinnati. 

In 1881, the first agricultural colony of Russian Jews in the Unit

ed States settled on Sicily Island, Louisana, other colonies followed in 

rapid succession in North and South D"'kot", c l ~ ~ o orada, Oregon and New 

Jersey, and our own at tempt in Kansas. 

The movement is still a powerful one, and its success has been note

worthy, for there are today a gricultural colonies of Jews in al most every 

State of the Union. These Jewish colGinies have a national organization 

v~·hich holds annual conventions, manages a co-operative loan bank, the 

buying and selling co-oper atively of Jewish farmers produce and machinery 

sends lecturers to the colonies, etc. The Jewish Agricultural and In-

dustrial Aid Society of New York City endeavors to stimulate- Jews to set

tle on the soil, assists them in the buy~of f arms with expert advice and 

money, publ1 shes a Yiddish and English Agricultural Journal, etc. 

National Farm School at Doylstown and the famous Jewish Agricultural 

The 

C 
some of the expressions 

Olonie s and School at Woodbine New Jersey, are 
t the Soil." 

of the progress along the line of "returning Jews 0 



THE CIUCIUNATI EXPERDIENT. 

"An Htimble Plea for a Russian Colony" 
thµs Dr. Wise began an edi-

torial in the Israelite of June 30, 1882• In this article, he pleaded 

for the organization of Cincinnati Jews for the purpose "of making as 

many farrr.ers as we can out of the recent Russian Jewish arrivals." He 

pointed out the two colonies of Lou1sianna and New Jersey and the fact 

that there was free Governmental land available in Kansas, of which any 

many twenty yea.rs old may claim 160 acres, provided he swears his inten-

ti on of becoming an American citizen~ pays $15.00 - $18.00 entrance fee, 

takes possession of the land, builds e house on it. cultivates a part 

of it and after having lived on it for five years he receives an unen

cumbered titled to the property and is a citizen and freeholder." The 

editorial further states that some preliminary steps had been taken. 

Twenty Russian families united by their own choice and free will, some 

of whom were practical farmers in Russia have organized under the leader 

ship of N.r. Charles Davis, who had already corresponded for them with 

the Government and obtained an option on the Kansas Land. The Russian 

Emigrants Aid Society of Cincinnati had appointed a Committee consisting 

I 
~~ w1·se and Joseph Abrahams with full power 

of Abraham Trounstine, saac l \-• 

to act in giving the neces-sary assistance 
to the Colony. He appe~led 

aid.the C
olonists during the first ye~r of their 

for funds with which to 
. t if successf0.1 'would prove a so

aettlement stating that this experimen 
·th the Russi an Immigrant, so that he 

lution to the problem what to do wi 

mi 1 and to us." 
ght be an honor to themse ves 

4, 1882, pr. Wise writes again on 
In the Israelite, issue of Aug. Jews are not fit for 

the the obJ'ection that Russian 
subject, answering most of them are able 

f f them are and since 
arming by sayii.ng that some o =---------llll!lm!~~~ 



bodied and willing, they Will with 
~roper assistance succeed. 

To bring the whole matter to h 
a ead, sixty Russian J ewe, men, wo

men and children left on \7ednesda~ ... Aug. 
~ 2, 1882,for the Colony select-

ed in Kansas' accompanied by Messrs. Leo Wise and Charles Davia. 
The 

colony to be known under the name of the Beraeeba, was to be located in 

Cimarron, Foote County, Kansa s. 
Each family and also e.very young man 

was supplied with a large basket of eatables, prepared by the Ladies San

itary and Educational Aid Society. A1ong the route at the various stop

ping places, co-religionists had prepared simil~r baskets. The leaders 

were empowered by the Society to buy whatever was necessary and to engage 

a practical farmer to superintend the colony. The rules and regulations 

for the governj.ng OI the colony on a co-opera tive basis had been careful

ly work out and Julius Cohen and Lippe Goldman, Israel Weissmann and 

Moses Edelhettz had been elected the officers, each member of the colony 

took a solemn oat h that he would obey the officers and work in unison for 

the benefits of all. 

Of the t wo guides, submitted his off icial report Mr. Leo Wise, one 

Of the Bee raeba. Colony to the Emigrant Aid Society of Cincinnati' ~g. 

29th' 18821 • . t c· aron the location of the Colony and The Journey o irn ' 

. described The settlement was loca-
the many advantages of the soil are ' 

. d the settlers had to be 
ted twenty miles from a railroad station an 

in all, in trucks and wagens, the 
brought to the land chosen, 2720 acres 

Journey consuming two days. 

The f irst few days found 

it wae to the open prairie that 

or even a sbel ter to lay under. 

· the Colony, for 
much dissatisfaction in -

h Ses tents There ~ere no ou , they came. 
chi ldren and most of the 

''The women and 

and in men finding shelter in dug outs, 
unoccupied deserted house , 

one 
that neither the report states 

and some slept on 
men nor the women 
l-(s 

EF,: I SRA W.J,1 TE 

the open prairie" 

had the slightest 

SF.PT 11,1882) 

The 

idea 
W
as necessary to be done

of what 



some of the unmarried men after 
the first few days 

ets back to Kansas City. rr 

of order was established. 

wanted Railroad tick
However, after the first 

week some semblance 
An experi,encedfarmer was 

l
. ntendent 

1 
11 engaged as Super-

we s w~re dug th ' e erection of sod houses was begun, arran'ge-
ments were made f or a common store house and school The structures 
were of what was known in 1\ansas 

as sod houses 12 x 24 fe&t in the 
clear, wi th one eight foot . wall and twelve f·oot ri'd t ges, wo windows 
and a protected doorv1ay and door. 

'.lhey v1ere COIT'fortable in both summer a.nd winter. Ecch family was 

apportioned land anc1 every farr:ily l ot had a: house of its ovm. The 

lancl e.s a rule had e frontage of 1/4 mile anci. a depth of one mile. 

In his recorr-.mendati ns Mr. i'lise suggested ''that under the most fa

vorable circumstances the colony could not become self- supporting in 

less th~n cne ye ~ r, and that e&ch f&mily be furni shed with two f resh 

cows 'A-'i th the ce lves, 12 chickens, 12 duC:ks and two geese and also be 

supplied with seed, wheat and rye and that the colony be visited by some 

one in a.uthori t y every two months.'' 

Du.rin~ the month of October 1882, there was organized in Cincinna· 
0 

t1· an · t• 11 d the '~ccabbees to assist the Beerseba Colony organi za ion ca e .!.• 

R i J S as farmers and in this organizaticn 
as well as to settle uss sn ew -

Appeals were sent to all Jews 
was merged the Russian Relief Society. 

was to be only one dollar a year. 
of Cincinnati to join, membership 

Offi' 1111' Loth, President, cers were .1.i'l. 

Trounstine end Alexender Straus. 

M.H. Marks, Moses Krohn, Joseph 

1 Sent to all Jew· 
An appeal was a so 

tO' nationalize t in the endeavor 
ish Communities in the United Sta es 

cble oomment from the 

this movement. 
d ry favor'

The idea receive ve 

The 

Jewish press, 
t d for about two years, but had to 

The Beerseba Colony las e the time did 

be gjven 

not yet 

ed a. 
failure, all bec~uee 

Up and the attempt prov 



seem ripe, nor were the advantages to be had in 
settling far away from a 

Jewish Center, attractive to a class 
of immigrants whose i·nat1·ncts 

strongly gregarious and who had been accustomed to 

ulated Jewish Communities, besides it did not pay 

were 

living in densely pop-

tuni ties in the 
financially, the oppor

trades in the l arger cities were so much superior to that 
of farming that the farms were deserted, most of t he settlers returning 
either to C inc inna ti or sett11· n · -r~ c g in A.Clnsas i ty Chicao-o etc Th ' o , • us came 

to naught an experiment which had enamoured the hearts of so many in the 

Cincinnati Jewish Community. 

At a much later date, in 1901, t here was founded in Clermont County 

Ohio, ~bout twenty milee from Cincinnati, a colony of Jewish farmers. The 

Colony was entj rely spont~neous and un-subsidized. It wes organized by 

people who had grown weary of the sweat-shop and its inadequate support. 

The Colony consisted of thirty families, who lived as farmers. They held 

their synagog eervices in. the rooms of one of the farmers home. Owing to 

their proximity to Cine inn& ti many summer boarders came to spend a week or · 

t wo with them, fr om which the f &rmers derived quite an income. The far-

1 th C·ty The festivals mers sold their butter, milk, cheese and eggs n e 1 • 

b t d Dr. G. Deutch, Professor 
and holidays were always joyously cele ra e • 

a frequent visitor and advisor 
of History at the Hebrew Union College' was 

Of the colony. rt was through his efforts that there was affected an or

ga i . 1911, for the purpose of forming a school 
n zation of these farmers, in 

1 The colony is still in existence and 
BYnagogue and · recreational Center. 

its members us are prcspero • 

There was another Colony 

time in Brown County 
started about the same 

?1h1 to ten Jewish families. 
ch consists of about eight 

1"' (See 1) Israelite Dec. 21. 191 
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THE JEWS OF CINCIN.NATI 
AND THE CIVIL WAR. 

The active participation of 
Cincinnati J 

ewa in the Civil War was 
not as numerous as one might expect. 

I have been unable to obtain from the official Civil War records and 
roster' the names of th e men of Jew-ish faith, though r have carefully 

the examined sources where the names 
are gathered. This is due to the fact that the 

names are classified by 
Regiments and Divisions, whereas the Cities and 

Counties of residence 
are not stated. 

From the newspapers of the time, personal interviews with old set

tlers and Civil War veterans, I have learned the names of the following 
Cincinnati Jews who fought on the Union Side; 

The Menken Brothers, sons of Solomon Menken, one of t~e old Jewish 

settlers, (3) enlisted in 1861. 

One of the brothers of the late Nathan D. Menken, inspired by pa

triotic ardor for the cause of the North, organized a body of cavalry 

in the early days of the Civil \;ar 2nd was chosen Captain and was en

gaged in over thirty battles and skirmishes in West Virginia. At the 

second battle of Bull Run, hie horse was shot under him. As Commander 

Of Generel Popes body-guard, he won the esteem and admiration of all for 

his bravery, courtesy and firmness. At the end of the War , he re-

signed his corrunissi on and joined his brothers in business at Memphis. 1 

Philip Trounstine enlisted in the 6lst Regiment, Company B,of the 

Fifth Ohio Cavalry and was promoted in turn to a Captaincy and MB.jority.
2 

c. Heidelbach,served in 122nd Infantry and was captured and served 

three years. 
3 

A H "d lba h served in 122nd Infantry. • e1 e o , 

d f rom Harvard Law School, when he en
Isaac Simon h&d just returne 

l- (Mar kens-The Hebrews in Ameri ca P• 172 
3- (IEraelite Sept . 4,1862) 

-==;-=--'---========-~~~~ 

2- Wolfs American Jew Patriot 
and soldier and 0itizen. \ 



listed in the Gun Boat Service of Mississippi -and 

commission. 1 later received hie 

Captain Julius Ochs was · t appo1n ed Ordinance Officer between St. 
Louis and Cincinnati . 

ment. 

Lieutenant Hart appointed a Quartermaster of Piatt zouavee Regi-
2 

M.M. Marks was appointed Major to Col. Peters. Kentucky Regiment . 

Captain L. Schloss appoint~d Adjutant of the same Regiment. 3 He 

was killed in the battle near Mumfordeville, KY· His body was brought 

to Cincinnati and buried in the ·cemetery of the Polish Congregation, 4 

Albert Traub went to War in the 28th Regiment as Second Lieuten-

ant and was promoted to a Captaincy. 5 

Captain Wolf was Assistant Medical Direc~or of Dept •. of Ohio, sta-

tioned at Knoxville, Tenn. 

--Sperber appointed Assistant Surgeon in National Guards. 

Herman Mosler, Company C, 6th Infantry Regiment. 

Mr. Knopp, teacher of Talmid Yelodum Institute. 

Abe Seinsheimer, 

Col. M. Silberberg. 

Leo Wise enlisted on Gunboat in 1863• 

incomplete. The list is entirely 

The fact that it was 
. t to pay for "substitute" 

perfectly legitima e 
be drafted, possibly e.ocounte 

Wh t k t 1 Of those who were to 
o oo he p ace h 

f d in the list of Jews w o 
to be oun 

for the small number of names 

went 

to War from Cincinnati. Jewish Community was not s.1-
of the Cincinnati 

The attitude of some 

together in favor of the War. 

l-(Ieraelite Sept.5,1862) 
3- (Israelite Dec 6,1861) 

oo t 11.1861) 
2.(rsraelite 

20
, 1861 ) s- (rs.Apr 10,1863) 

4-(Isr e.el ite Dec 



Dr. Wise wrote numerous editorials 
before theWar broke out in 

which he stated his disfav or with W 
ar, especially because of the 

sing effect it would have on bus· · iness 

physical welfare of the County. 

dell" ee
and the financial as well as 

The Israelite between 1861_65 w~s remarkable in its almost to-
tal ignoring of the Civil War. 

Mr. Max J. Kohler stud t f Arn ' en o erican Jewish History in hie ar-

ticle on; "The Jewis and the Anti-Slavery Movement"1 accuses Dr. Wise of 

sanctioning slavery and being opposed to the Oivii war. 

J\.!ax B. May, however, in bis biography of I. M. Wi se, page 245, 

says: "Why Mr. Kohler misinterpreted these articles (referring to ar

ticles by Dr. Wise in Israelite of 1861) in so sweeping, false and un

justified a manner, is difficult to understand --" 

Dr. Wise was a Jeffersonian Democrat. Though patriotically Am

erican, he was unalterably opposed to any restrictions upon personal 

liberty (The keeping of slaves was a question in point) and to War. 

The Israelite had suffered severely during the panic of 1857 

and its circulation was impaired. It was just beginning to recover 

when the war broke out. The Israelite in 1861 had numerous subscrib

ers in the Sou th. There is no doubt about Dr. Wi ae 's opposition to the 

War and disunion before the attack on Fort Sumter; he hoped for a 

compromise. 
Dr. Wise in the Israelite of April 19,1861, under the caption 

''Silence Our Policy" explains why the Israelite took a neutral stand 

on the War. He said: 
We cannot, 

Sides with one of the parties. 
"We do not ohoose 

because we have dear and near 
we abhor i'iar' but also not only because 

friends and near 
d kinsmen in either sec

rela tives, beloved brethren an 

l ( 1 Society vol V VI 
- American Jewish Histor~i~o~a~~~:<~;;;::~=::::=:=:=:=-:::::::::::~-======~============= Pg 150} ........._ 



tion of the Country, that 
our heart bleeds in 

tress, of the misery th~t might befall them. 
thinking of their dis-

henceforth be our pol· 
Therefore silence must 

icy, silence on all que st i ons of th d . 
. . . . e ay, until 

conc1l1a t1on shall move the hearts of 111 . 
m ions to a better understand• 

ing of the blessings of peace. freedom and Union." 

This was it seems to me hardly the t correc policy to persue, for 
a man given to strong convictions, fearless and brave on all questions. 

Joseph Jonas, then a Representative from Cincinnati in the st ate 

Legislature, tried to defend slavery in a speech which hemade in the 

House of Representatives. He was a Jacksonian Democrat and a oopper-

head.l It was during the Civil War that he left Cincinnati and went 

to Mobile to live at the home of his daughter. 

Dr. Lillenthal during the crucial months i mmediately precedi ng the 

Civil War preached a number of sermons in which he advocated the preser

vation of the Union; he deprecated the differences between the North 

and the South and urged the adoption of measures for the continuation 

of peaceful rela tions between the two sections of the Country. At the 

close of the war and especially on the occasion of the assassins. ti on 

of President Lincoln, both Dr. Wise and Dr. Lillenthal preached notable 

addresses in which they lauded the great work of President Lincoln, in 

keeping the Union one and unseparable. 

Israel and Bene Yeshurin held Memorial 
Both Congregations Bene 

Meetings in honor of the dead President.
2 

conditions in the South were so appali ng 
Later in 1867, when the 

ting· treir lives, Dr. Lillenthal lec-
and aid was needed in reconstruo · 

d aled f or sympathy and 
tured in aid of the Southern destitutes an appe 

d " 3 
t b 'nd up t he woun s. 

mercy to Southerners in order " 0 1 

an Ao t pyoviding for the ap-
On July 22nd, 1861, Congress passed 

2- (rsraelite Apr. 21,1865) 
(l ) - ( Se e I sraelite Mar ch 22, 186l) 
3~ (Israelite Apri l 12,1867) 



pointment of additional army Ch 1 ap ains by vote f t 
o he Field Officers and 

Company Commanders. One of the clauses s t ated 

ular ordained Minister 
This gave Dr. 

that "he must be a reg
of some Christian denomination." 

Wise an opportunity to st·r th 
i up e Jewi sh Communities to have this ob-

jectionable condition stricken out 
or modified so as to include Minis· 

tere of religions other than Christian. 
Petitions were circulated sug

gesting .~hat the Jews of the Country organize to pro~ect their r i ghts. 

Conditions in Cincinnati during the m nar were perfectly regular, 
though the City was under Marshal law which compelled the business houses 

The effect was not much felt - strangers were to close at 4:00 P.M. 

perfectly f ree to walk ~bout unmolested and business went on as usual. 

One of the most unexpected oocurenoee which took place during and 

after the Civil War was the frequent accusation by Cincinnati papers of 

the Jew as being smugglers and unpatrio~ic. The Press ahd Gazette of 

Cincinnati on Aug. 1, 1861, accused the Jews whose ancestors smuggled 

for eighteen centuries, of smuggling goods across the Ohio River into 

Kentucky. The Editor of the Israelite admitted that one half of the 

Cincinnati trade is in the hands of Jews and "we should not wonder that 

t h their ancestors."L some Jews do a good dea l of smuggling, bu w Y accuse 

Th b 1861 a.c ~used the Jews of profiteering from e Enquirer too, in Octo er v 

nk t tc The Enquirer recanted. soldiers by overcharging f or bla e s, e • 

Th~ truth of the matter was that the Jewish clothing merchants true -to 

the low Price at which Government orders their contracts in spite of 

had been taken were meeting their obligations •• 

1866 took occasion whi l e re-
The Presq111terian Witness in October ' 

1 t say · "The War was 
P the Bene Yeahurum Temp e o • 0rting the dedication of 

a rich harvest for the Jew, while but fev; 

service, many of them beoame contractors. 

1-<Ieraelite Aug 2,1861) 

of them enter ed t he mi l itary 

Thus immense fortunes were 



&JD8.SSed. These a .re how being expended in 
building eynagoguee and dwell-

ings, buying real estate, etc." 
Tho Dr. Wise tried to refute the char

gest. it is true that some Jews acted 
as smugglers and moat of the cloth-

ing manufacturers and wholesale dealers 89 well as 
Dry Goods merchants 

amassed large fortunes.l 

In 1869 the New York 8un reprinted an article in the Cincinnati Com

merical which accused Henry Mack, one of Cincinnati's most prominent 

citizens and devoted Jews, who had been appointed Chairman of the Mili

tary Committee of Hamilton County during the War, of buying up cotton in 

the South during the War·, when the North needed it most and of having 
. 

special permission to bring it across the lines and sell it at an exhor-

bitant profit in the North. The article also accused the Jews of hav-

ing been smugglers of guns, garments, whiskey, etc. 

The liberal press, however, never made any such charges, but rather 

took up the cudgels in behalf of liberty and freedom when the unfe:rnoue 

Grant order No. 11 was issued. In the revocation of the order , which 

was largely affected through Dr. Wise's interventi on, Judge B. Storer 

~nd Juuge Pellow assisted with their legal advice. 

d by Judge Hoadley, which appead to the On the Committee organize 

and Kentucky, for aid on behalf of sick solPeople of Ohio and Indiana 

diers was Mr. Abraham Aub. 
from Chaplain Gotthelf of Louisville oallIn 1865, when a call came 

Mill.·tary Hospitals, it was the Beth El Lodge 
ing for fUnds and books for 

seeing to it that the appeal did 
Of Bnai Brith that took the lead in 

2 not go unheeded. 
f the Union Jewish Cemetery on Walnut 

During the War, the Trustees o 
the burial of all Jewi sh soldiers 

Rills, passed a resolution permitting 
side on which he had f ought ,in 

'hh regar dless of the 
n o fe~l in ba ttle, f th 

the costs of transportation o e 
th t ck1'ng full charge of ei r cemetery, co. 

1-<rsralite Oct 12.1866) 
2-(Israelite Feb 17 ,1865) 



body, burial , etc. 

on Tha.nk sgi ving Day, 1868, a Monument presented by Mr. Jacob Elsas 

was erected over the graves of these heroes. The monument carved out 

of brovm stone, stands sixteen feet high and rests on a white granite 

base. It is surmounted by a spread eagle cast in bronze. 

The dedication ad.dresses were preached by Drs. Wise and Lillenthal. 

The monument bears the inscription: 

"They died for their Country and the names 

of those who lie under the cold sod." 
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JEWS OF CINCINNATI 

IN THE ARTISTIC AND MUSICAL LIFE OF THE C 
ITY. 

There has been mu.ch discussion of late, as to the question, is 

there distinctive Jewish Art or Music? Regardless of what the de

cision may be on this mooted point, there is no doubt that wherever 

and _ whenever the Jews was permitted to develop freely his interests 

and talents in the Arts and Secular Culture, he always took full ad

vantage of the opportunity. 

The Jews of Cincinnati were of course, no exception to the rule. 

Ex-President Taft, himself a. Cincinnatian, in a recent statement voiced 

the following sentiment: 

ll·ves in a. community like that of my home "Eve~y one who 

knows that none of the great charities, City of Cincinnati 

none of the societies for art, artistic none of the theatres, 
it e not for the sup-

t Or mus1·c, could live if wer developmen 

port of the Jews. 

not very rich, but 

ing -- and so it is 

. ty ,, every communi • 

to be true that the Jews are r beli eve it 
ki g a good livthey are all engaged in ma n 

a most important part of that they are 



CINCINN ATI JEWS IN ART. 

Two of Americ~e mo t s prominent Artists of Jew1·sh descent, Moses 
J. Ezekiel and Henry Mosler, were Cincinnatians, 

both by residence, 
tho' not by birth. 

Moses Jacob Ezekiel was born in Richmond, v a. • Oot. 28th, 1844, 
He was educated at the Virginia Military Insti·tute, from which he was 

graduated after serving as a Confederate soldier in the Civil war. 

Having decided artistic talent, he early decided to study art. He 

painted first "The Prisoner's Wife" which received favorable comment. 

His inclinations leaning more towards scul~ture, he started mod

elling. 'Dne of his first successful efforts in the new field was his 

"Cain, or t h e offering rejected." In 1868 he removed to Cincinnati and 

there modeled a statue of "Industry" which was displayed at Bontes 

A!'t Store on Fourth st •1 It evoked favorable critic ism. Wishing to 

perfect himself as a Sculptor and there being no~ Art School in Ci ncin

nati at that time, he decided to leave for Germany~ and studied in 

Berlin under the sculptor Rudolph Siemering. Ezekiel was t he first 

American Jew to turn his attention to Sculpture. 

till in Berlin, his model in reli ef During the year 1873, while s 

f oup "Adam and Eve find-
enti tled "Israel"- and a sketch model or a gr 

ing the Sla is Abel" were awarded the :Michael Beer Prize of Rome. 

1874 that he executed the remark-
It was during a. visit to America in 

" th tribute of the Independent Cr-
able statue of "Religious Liberty e 

, 1 0 lebration of Ameri can Indepen-
der of Bnai Brith to the Centennia e 

d ·n 1876 in Fairmount Park, Phi l adel-
The statue was unveile 1 dence. 

Phi a. 

l-(see Isra elite, March 12 , 1869 ) 



Upon his return to Rome, Ezekiel 
leased a portion Of the ruins 

of the Baths of Diocletian, and t 
ransformed them into one of the most 

beautiful studios in Europe. 

His works are numerous 
and some are famous. Hewas elected a 

Member of various academies and was v-~ghted .by 1 
..!Uil the German Emperor. 

Henry Mosler, was born in New York City, June E)th, 1841, As 

a child he was taken to Cincinnati and commenced the study of Art, 

When only ten years of age. In 1861, at the outbreak of the Civil 

War, he was engated by Harpers Weekly to draw war sketches in Kentucky~ 

In 1863, he left for Germany where he studied drawing under Professor 

Mucke and painting under Kindler; later he also studied in Paris. 

1866 witnessed hie return to Cincinnati. He devoted his time to genre 

pictures. It was during his stay in Cincinnati, that he painted the 
3 portrait of :Dr. I.M. Wise and also a picture of the Plum street Temple. ,, 

In 1874, he again returned to Europe where he spent the next 

twenty years in Munich and Paris. His painting "The Return of the 

Prodigal son" exhibited 1879 in the Faris Salon, won for him honorable 

mention. rt had been painted 4 in his Cincinnati Studio. Later, 

1888 it was purchased by the French Government for the Luxemburg Gal• 

lery, being the first work so purchased from an Arrerican artist. He 

and elected into membership of numer
recei ved many medals and honors 

H1· s son Gustave and daughter Edith both devoted them
oua academies. 

medal at ~he Faris Salon in 
aelves to art, the former having won the 

1902/ 

0 
edae _ Americen Jewish Year Book 

1-(For Biography see Jewi sh Encycl ~ America) 2-(Israelite Novl,1861) 
1917-18 Markens - The H:~(~~~y1~f Cincinnati Book 1888) 

3-((Israelite Dec.25,1868) 



Another Cincinnatian Who 
has attained . 

ti on as a portrait J.B.inter 1 quite an excellent reputa-
a Leo Mielzi ner 

who was at one time President of ' son of Dr. Moeee Mielziner 
the Hebrew Union C 11 

v.iner recently p · t 
0 ege. Leo Mi 1 

u a1n ed a portrait of G e -
eneral Per hi 

EXpedi tionery Forces· in Fra . 
8 

ng of the American 
nee which was t mos favorably commented upon 

The portrait of his Father hb • 
• w h he executed hangs in the l'b 1 rary of 

the Hebrew Union College. . . 

Though Ezekiel t' Mosler are perhaps the only two Cincinnati Jew

national and inter-national reputations, our 

number of Jewish names who attalned more than 

ish Arti st_s who received 

community can boast of a 

local prominence. 

In 1874 Samuel J. Abraham, son of Joseph Abraham, prominent in 

Congregat i onal and Communal Affairs, exhibited a painting which the 

former executed at the Exhibition of the McMicken School of Design.I 

In 1879 The local press gave prominence to the work of Louis 

Steinberger which was judged to be the . product of ·a de"'9.oping talent. 

In 1883 - Miss Nettie Illowy, daughter of Rabbi Illowy ex.hi bi ted 

a beautiful piece of figure painting on tapestry and a very elegantly. 

oarved musical cabinet, both pieces being greatly admired at the Ex-

hi bi ti on. 2 
In 1885 _ Raphael Strause assi sted by the Artist Aubery, execu

ted a portrait of Mrs. Adolph OShSt dtmghte.tof Dr. I.M. Wi se. He la

ter painted many other portraits and pictures, the best known being 
h h a little girl selling 

lemonade.3 

the one called "One Cent a Glass" whic 8 ows 
. talented and able en-

His Son Robert B. Strauss is a 
of Cincinnati and hie 

i 
~ t d from the University 

g neer. He was graaua e . R" ver was accepted not alone by the 
~eeign of a bri dge over the Tueva 

1 

Danish for a bridge in the Copen-
Rua · t but also by the eian Governmen Oct 1883 ) 3.(rsraelite oct 7 1897) 

l-(Israelite June 1874) 2-{Israelite 



he.gen Harbor. He invented a birdge that lifts entirely out of the way 

permi tt~ water craft to pass without danger. l 

In 1887 - Miss Florence Strasburg an art student at the Cincinna-

ti Art School modeled and executed a bust of Dr. I. M. Wise ;in 1893 she 

had painted 25 canvases, among them "The Empty Chair 11 ".A good Fellow", etc 

In 1892 - Miss Lagarus became quite prominent as a landscape 

pa.inter. 

In 1897 - Miss Jennie Faller, Miss Rose Zenner and Mrs. W.B. Se-

gal exhibited. 

In 1 901 - Mis s Sa.die Schwa.rtz' s work won praise for high merit 

a. t the Fs.11 Festival of Portrait Paintings• 

19101 
1-(Israelite April 7 ' 



JEWS OF CINCINNATI IN MUSIC. 

The Jews fondness for mueia 18 trad:1 tional. Hie eons and 4augh-· 
ters have at all times ranked 

among the great vocalis t s and inetru-
mentalists of the World. 

Cincinnati being what might be called a German 
city was and is 

still characterized by the tradi tional German love of Music. The 

two Musical Colleges, the May Festival, the Saengerbund and the Cin

cinnati Symphony Orchestra would all have been impossible without 

the remarkable comb in.a ti on of the German and the Jew, both elements 

consciously promoting and furthering musical matters in the City. 

Musical concerts and entertainments have always been a vital part 

of the recreational aspect of Jewish life in Cincinnati. 

As early as 1868, a musical society composed of Jewis~ vocalists 

and instrumentalists gave a grand concert and oper~tta at Melodeon 

C i ti T mples uax Liebling was Hall for the benefit of the inc nna e • ID 

the Musical Director. 1 

as well as the Cincinnati Amateur OrchesThe Orpheus Orchestra 

tra, the latter under the 

of many sons of prominent 

baton of Prof. Bloom contained the names 

Cincinnati Jewish families , to wit: 
/ 

Chas H. Stix, Alexander Hyman, 
Oscar Pappenheirner, Chas. swarts, 

Freiberg Samuel Jonap, Bettman, James ' V. t Trounstine, Si dney 
ic or . E A Straus and others. 

J ob Rein, • • • 
George Pollock, Chas. Stix, ao of music and were 

were lovers 
This illuatra tee the fact th8. t Jews taught it to their child-

1 being auditors but 
not contented by mere Y i n his novel "Stem_,penu" 

Y"ddish humorist 
ren. Sholem Aleichem the 1 h re the violin i s to be 

Jewish village w e 
depicts a small Russian in .America t he piano and 

I n our days 
f ound in every Jewi sh home . 

1-(rsraelite oot. 5o,lBGB) _____ i!!!!!l!I.--:;::::::==:::::::~=-~~~~~~~~~~~ 



VIOLIN are to b f e ound in almost every middl l 
Jewish home - e c ass and well t 

eapec"ially is this true of the o do 
ity. Cincinnati Jewish Conunun-

In 1869 ·Dr. Max Lillenthal 
. wae eleoted President of the Ci"t· 

Committee to arrange for the 0 . 1zene 
onvention of th " 

which was held in Cincinn t. e National Saengerbund" 
a i during May 18?0 . • Jacob Eleaa was Ch.air-

man of the Building Committ ee and Daniel Wolf and Lewis Seasongood 
were members of the Finance C~mmittee.l 

Again a Jew in 1897, the Hon. Bernard Bettman, u s. c 1 • o lector of 
the Port, President of the United Jewish Charities and Hebrew Union 

College, was unanimously elected President of the National Saenger-

bund Festival when it was held in this city in 1897.2 

The Enquirer (July 10, 1870) sa:td :. "In Oincinna ti, the Jews are the 

most liberal patronizers of ConcerRt and Opera." 

Many Israelites from out of town were attracted to the City by 

the May Festivals. 

When in 1874 ~agner had insulted the £air name and wounded the 
I 

pride of the Jew by his bitter anti-Semitic statements, the Editor of 

the Israelite appealed to the Jews of Cincinnati to boycott the Ger

man Opera troupe which was performing Wagnerian Opera. For it was a 

well known fact that the Jews were the most liberal patrons and atten-

dants at the Opera. 
In European Cities no respectable Jewish singer took part in Wag-

nerian roles and the Jews avoided attending the Wagnerian Operas when 

given.3 
In 1876, Miss Clere Bernstein who later studied in Italy (1883) 

for the Centennial Music Festival, 
was chosen one of the soloists 

t l?i , Opera House. 4 
Which was given a ~es 

1-(Ieraelite Dec 3, June SO, 1869-
7
0) 

3-( n Jan 28,1875) 

2-(Israeli t e Aug. 26,1897) 
4- " Apr 21 ,1876} 



In 1879 Dr. Bernard Tauber 
who was one of 

physicians Of the C"t 
the prominent Jewieh 

l Y and who had specialized 
in acoustics, was ap

and Physiology of the Larynx 
pointed Pro.fessor f o Acoustics, Anatomy 

and Ear at the College of Music. · 

In 1883, Musical Cincinnati was 

the little Jewish Wetzler childr en. 

stirred by two musical prodigies, 

The same year Miss Hattie Rolf-
stein received the SpringgnGold Medal 

vl at the June Examination Of the 
College of Music. 

In 1884, Mr. S.E. Jacobs on was appointed c oncert Meister of the 

Cincinnati OrchPstra and in 1894, Mr. vi· ctor T t rouns ine was elected 

to the same office by the members of the Symphony Club of Cinc i nnati 

which was composed of 52 instrumentalists and 250 vocalists. 

In 1904, the Commercial Tribune speaks in highest praise of the 

honors bestowed upon Miss Jessie Streus violinist who out of 250 com

petitors was chosen soloist for the Sousa band concerts. 

The interest of the Jews of this City in the Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra since its founding in 1895 was always great. Both by f i nan

cia l and mora l support they upheld the Orchestra. During t he season 

of 1895, there are t o be found 52 Jewi sh names among the contri butors 

to the Orc~estra Fund. In 1895-96 the Second season, t he Jews contin

ued their support. Mrs. L. N. Stix who pas stood loyally by t he or-

chestra to thi S· de.y , was elected a member of t he Boar d of Tr us tees. 

In 1899, Mrs. J. Walter Frei berg was also elected t o t he Board. 

Walter Frei berg was eleoted f i r s t Vice .President 
In 1903, Mrs. J. 

of the Board, an of f i ce which she holds at present. 
l i st and st ockhol ders l ist, have 

The Or chestra Fund , subsc r i bers ., 

always c ontained a 

The Orchestra iiself 

very large number of Jewish names . 

counted one Jewi sh viol inist in 1900 and 1901 

t eason- t his waE increased to 
and two in 1906- 06 , the nex 8 

' 

i 
h players in the orchestra. 

101~ -,~ m~~~o WQ~A al80 3 JeW S 

t hree. In 



Today there are to be found many Jewish students in the Conser

vatories and Art Schools of our City. 



JEWS OF CINCINNATI !!!_ PUBLIC SERVICE. 



Jews of 01noinnat1 1n Publio Servioe. 

One of the beet standards to measure the ability of the Jew 
"to adjust" to his new environm t . en ' and also to determine the oon-
tri but ion of the Jew to the general l ife of the communit1 of which 

he feels himself as an integral organic part, is to determine the 

ertent to whioh the Jew enters into the palitioal •. civic, BJJoial, 

eoonomio. and eduoational life of the city. 

In this chapter we shall endeavor to outline the eleotive 

and appointive offices which the Jew of Oinoinnati has .held in 

both oity and state; to give the offioe held, the years of service 

and politioa.1 party of whioh he is a member, wherever the informa

tion was available. lor the purpose of compiling this reoord news

pa,.rs, direotories, Oity and State Registers. were oarefully re

viewel and data cumulatively gathered. 

It should oategorioally snd almost dogmatically be stated 

that the Jews aave at all times regarded themselves as Americana 

in matters of polities and in the entire history of the Jews of 

Cincinnati there ha.a never been a time when the Jews voted as Jew•, 

d P
'-"liti· cal ieeue ae pe.rtioule.rly dewish - the Jew-

or sponsore any v 

ish genius for assimilation is clearly demonstrated in the spher e 

of politios and publie service. 

11 



ledera.1 Offioe. 

~· Collector 21. Internal Revenues. (appointed} 

Berna.rd Bettman - Republioa.n - appointed by President lloXinl.ey, 

1897, 1902. 

!!.:.!• Commissioner. (appointed) 

JOS&.J>h L. Adler 1912. 

!!.J!• Appraiser 2!, Customs. (appointed l 

Nathaniel Newburgh - Demoora.t - appointed by President 

Cleveland, 1885. 

:!!.:!• Gauger. (appdinted) 

Leopold Goldberg, 1878. 

Presidential Eleotore. (eleotedl 

Bernhard Bettman 1896. 

Jor President Wm. K0Kinle7. 

Alfred M. Cohen 1912. 

For President Woodrow Wilson. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney General. (appointed} -----
Jacob Schroeder 1868 - Court of Claims. 

w t Point Kilitarz Academy· 
Jews appointed !2. es 

Jacob Bloom 1869. 

Olaranoe Piohel. 

1 ( •pl>ointed) 
JoreiS'!!_ Consu s • Iii -

to Viotoria B.C. 1870-77. 
David EckStein -



Judge Superior Court ( 1 -.;;;.....::... - e acted). 

Harry M. Hoffheimer ... Republi oan. 

Benton s. o ppenheimer ., 1914-1916. 

Frederiok s s 1 • P egel - 1907-1911 • 

. Court of App ea.ls - (elected)" 

Walter Shohl 1919-21 Republioan. 

State Senator _ (elected). 

James Brown _ 

Alfred 14. Oohen 1897-1899 fusion. 

Charles lleiecbms.n 1681-2, 1896-7 - Republican. 

Edgar K. Johnson 1913-

Henry 14aok 1888-90 -i.Republioan. 

Louie Pink 1915-16 - Republican. 

Walter Shohl 1916-17 - Republican. 

Max Silberberg 1903 Republioan. 

House 2£. Representatives - (elected). 

Mex Friedman 1917-18. 
Harl'7 M. Hof:l'heimer in 74tb General Assembly • Republioan. 

Joseph Jonas 1669..J.661. ll'iret Jew to serve in state Legis-

lature - Demoorat. 

rred A. JobnSOD 1885 - Democrat. 

Max Silbe~berg 1901 - Republican. 

JI. 



House .2!. Representatives {oont.) 

Arthur Spiegel 

Fred s. Spiegel _ 

Daniel Wolf 1883 _ Democrat. 

State Boe.rd 2!. Pardons - {appointed), 

Nathan Drucker 1887 -1891. 

Ohio Constitutional Convention - (eleoted) • 

.Ju.lius ~reiberg 1876 - Republican and Democrat jointly. 

J4embere 2! Governor's Sta.ff - {appointed l. 

Gen~ra.l Lewis Seasongood 1882 - Quartermaster of State -

rank of General. 

Sam Trost. 

State Board of Reform School - (appointed). 

Daniel Wolf 1898. 

Chief of Bureau of Statistics - (appointed). ----- - -
Pred s. Spiegel 1880, 

City ~ county. 

Pleas •(elected}, 
Judges .2! Court 21. Common -----

Max B. )[ay 1912. 

6
- 1891 _ Republican. 

Jacob Shroder 188 - . 
1 1901 - Republioan. 

~rederick S. Spiege 

Mayor _ (elected). 
1901-1906. 

Julius PleischJDSll 

11 
_ (elected l. 

President 2!. oounc - 1916. 
Demoora.t 

Simeon g, Job.lleon -



Fresident of Council ( -- cont.) 

Julius Reis 1880-86. Jirst J ew to reach oity offi 
in rank. ce aa high 

County Commissioner - (appointed). 

Samuel Wei1,·· Jr. (1914-16) 

County Board of Control -. ( appo·inted) • 

Korrie Bauer 

Louis Krohn 

County Solicitor - (elected). 

Fred. 8. Spiegel 1891. 

County Clerk - (elected). 

Louis G~ Bernard 1874 - Democrat. 

Tax Commission - (appointed). 

Geo~ge B. Harris 

County Military Committee - · (appointed). 

Henry Hack 1861-66. ~ing Civil War. 

Tr~stee ~ Longr.iew Asylum - (appointed), 

Max :recllheimer 

Chae. Fleisobman (1889-1898) 

Prosecuting Attornez - (elected). 

Harry M • .Hoffheimer 1900-06 - Republioan. 

Aeeietant Prosecutin&Attornet - (elected), 

Alfred Bettman 1910-12 

Louis Fennberg 1914-18 - Republican 

Arthur M. Harris 1913-18 - RepublicBD 



City Solicitor _(elected). 

Alfred Bettman 1912_
14 - Progressive. 

Jesse Lowman 1907 • 

Saul Zielonka 1916_1920 

Assistant Corporation Counsel ( 
-------;..;;.;;;;.:::. ----..;..;;;;.. - appoint et\). 

Joseph L. Adler 

Harry M. Hoffheimer - Republican. 

Assistant City Solicitor - (appointed). 

Leona.rd Jernberg 1912-14 - Democrat. 

Edgar M. Johnson 1857 -61 - Republican. 

Benton s. Oppenheimer 1906-08 

Chauncey Piohel 1917-19 - Republican. 

Samuel Stern 1914-18 - Republioa.n. 

Saul Zielonka - Republican. 

Boa.rd .2!. City Improvements - (appointed). 

Daniel Wolf 1879-83. 

City Charter Commission - (appointed). 

J. Walter Freiberg 1913. 

Criminal Bailiff - (appointed). 

Joseph Moses 1879-93• 

Constable - (elected). 

Sam Bloom 1877 - Republican. 

(appointed). Market Superintendent -

Jos. M. Ray 1882. 



City Board 21. Egualization 
-....;;;;.;;;:;.::,::..~~ - (a.pp o int ed ) • 

Ju.liue Freiberg .1870 

Joseph Trounatine 

Chief Deputi Sheriff - Cap-pointed). 

Louis G. Bernard 1883 

Joseph Moses 1873 

Wm. Re~au 1858 

Assessor - (appointed). 

M. _Simon 1877 - Republican. 

Board~of Alderman - (elected). 

J.M. Brunswick 1875 

Julius Reis 1874-1886 ~ for six years President of Board. 

Wm. Renau 1886-88 

Members of Council - (elected). 

Daniel Bauer 1880-1918. 

ldorris Bauer 1873-1890 - Republican - Presi dent 1887. 

Alfred M. Cohen 1884 

David Heineheimer 1877-78 - Republioan • 

. Charles Kahn 1868-70 - Republican - Viee Chairman .• 1 

Gus. ·Lowenstein 1881-89 .. President. 

Henry Mack 1859-63 - Republican. 

Morris Moses 1848 

Gabriel Netter 1871 

I.M. Ray 1880-1882 

Julius Reis 1882 

Enoch L. Strieker 
- Demoorat - President . 

Daniel Wolf • 1865-1877 
7 78 Republican. 

SimOD wolfstein 187 - -



Trustee of South . · 
- ern Rail Road ... ( 

. - appointed). 
Philip Heidelbaoh 1876 

Henry Ma.ck 1876 

Water Works Commission . ( 
--....-..:;:.=.:::~e.:..r - appointed ) • 

: Maurice J • Frei berg 1896 

David Heinsheimer 1890 

Ohas. Hilb 1875 . 

Samuel Trost 1885-90 

Mrs. Henry Rosenbaum 1898 

Board of Public Safety - (appointed). 

Abe Furst - Democratic. 

Walter Friedlander 1916-18. 

Police Commissioner - (appointed). 

Julius Rei~ (,1885) 

Board of Fire Trustees - (appointed). 

Abe Furst 1884-1897 - Democratic - President. 

Chas. Fleischman 1886-1890 

Chae. Kahn, Jr. 1873 

Joseph M. Rice 

Trustee of Sinking Fund • (appointed). 

Julius Freiberg 1896-01 

George W. Harris 191~-19 

Harry Levy 19 01 

Lewis Seaeongood 1875 

Board of Public service - (appointed). ----
May Fechheimer 1890 



l_ 

Board 21_ Public Service (cont.) 

Wm. s. Marx 1906-1908 ~Democrat. 

Samuel Weil 1901-1909 

Social Service Board - Charities and Corrections -----· - . 
Max Senior 19lh2 

Hospital Commission - (appointed). 

Louis s. Levi 1912 

Wm. Ronsheim 1889 

Park. Board. 

Jaoob Elsa.a 1870-73 - Republican - Chairman. 

Julius Fleieohma.n 

Adam A. Kramer 

Irwin M. Krobn 1912 

Max Senior 

Board of Health - (appointed). 

Samuel Trost 1882 

sam Weil, Jr. 

~ f the Peace - (elected). Just 1&0 e 2-.. _ =-----
Leopb ld Block 

se.muel Bloom f857 

Fred. A •. 
JobnBOD 1870-1885 

E. Peter Joseph 1871-81 

/

y. Muller 

/ Wm• Renau 

_ Democratic. 

~-----~-----~- ----



Directors of u · 
-~:..;..:;~ --: -niv.ersi tz of Gin i . 

--, c ~ati- (appointed). 
James Brown 1883 

Rev~ Dr. Max Lillienthal 1872-~2. 
Max May 

Emil Pollack 1910-

Dr. Jeseph Ra.nsohoff 

Lewie Seaeongood 187l-83• 

Edward Senior 

Samuel w. Trost 

Rev. Dr. I.M. Wise 1882-89 

Dr. David I. Wolfstein 1912-

Union Board .2!, High Schools - (appointed). 

Rev. Dr. Max Lillienthal 1861-

:Bmil ·Pollak 1909-

Jacob Shroder 1893-1919. 

Isaac Simon - one term. 

Board of Education - Members of School Board - (elected). --- -------
Samuel .!ch 1906-

Bernard Bettman 1886-1898 - Republican. 

James Brown 1878-1882 - Depiocratic. 

Dr • . G. Deuteoh - 1907 

Dr. L.J. Fogel 1893 - Democratie and Republican. 

Edgar M. Johnson 1869-73 

w. J. Xlein 

Louis Kramer 1882-84 



f 

Board .2.!. !_ducation 
---;;..;.:::.::::_.!! - Members o:f School B 

Rev. Dr . - - · oa.ri (cont.) 
• . Max Lillienthal 1860-1869 l 

and Democratic. • 
Henry Mack 1863-77 

Isaac Mack 1870-72 

Dr· J.o. Marcus 

- Republican. 

- 881-1882 - Republican 

Dr. Raphael W. Miller 1902-04 - Republican, 

Joseph Moses 1874-1878; 1883-85. 

lmil Pollak 1906 

Isaac Simon 1874-78 

Fred. s. Spiegel 1880 

Rev. Dr. I. M. Wise 1880. 

School Examiner 1875-88. 

Public Library - (appointed). 

James Brown 1883 

Dr. Henry w. Bettman 1901 

Henry Mack - Chairman of Building Com. 1886-1889 - Republican. 

Chamber of Commerce -(Officers). ----

. /" 

Julius Freiberg 1892-3 Secretary. 

1894 Elected honorary member. 

Maurice J. Jreiberg 1895-96 President. 

Simon Greenebaum 1904 Director. 

Samuel Trost 1884, 1886 - Exposition Commissioner. 

_Henry•· Rubel Director 1907 • 

Morris F. Westheimer 1903 Director. 

()4. ' · 
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~or the biographies of most of the men whose names a.re listed 

in the Roll of Public Service, as well as for biographical records 

of other prominent Jews of Cincinnati 
. ' we may ref er to the many 

year books and volumes on Cincinnati, i.e. 

History of Cincinnati a.nd Hamilton County 1894. 

Cincinnati the Queen City by C.F. Gosa. Vole I-IV, 

Greve, Centenial History of Cincinnati. Vol. I & II. 

Contains an article on Jews of Oino1nna.t1 by 

Ma..x B. May. 

Cincinnati the Queen City of West. G.M. Roe,1895. 

Howe's Historical Collections af Ohio. Vol, I & II. 

Cincinnati the Queen City 1914. 

Published by Ouvier Press Club . 

American Jews .Annual 1888. 

Article on American Jews in Puo11o Office by 

Abraham Lewis. 

----- t68H02 
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NC''.i'kBLE EVfilJ TS OF J Ei:'S It! PUBI1IC SERVICE. 

Year by Year. 



NOTABLE EV 
ENTS OF JEWS IN PUBLIC 

SERVICE -
YEAR BY YEkR 

During the Presidential Campaign 
of Andrew Jackson. Joseph 

w~s one cf the Ohio leaders advocating th f J 
e ormers election. 

Jonas 

1855 - Dr Wise editorially attac,~_8 the 
~ "Know-Nothi p. ng arty" beceuse 

of it.a opposi ti en to immigration and it d 
8 a vooacy of America 

for Americans. He points out that their t os ensible opposition 
to the Catholics from holding bl. pu ic office and their "flirta-

tion" with Jews, admitting them to th i e r secret conclaves is a 

blind. The majority of Israelites being foreigners should op-

pose the "(now ' othing party" because they seek to curtail the 

rights of foreigners and refuse them the privilege of self gov-

'" i.' ernment1and of 9esPiBg arms to defend their rights. 

1856 - Jews took a prominent part in the National Democratic Conven-

1863 -

1868 -

1871 -

1873 -

· tion held in Cincinnati which nominated President Buchanan. 

Democratic Convention at Carthage nominates Dr. Wise for Senate 

but he declines nomination at the request ofBme Yeshur~m and 

Talmud Yelodim Institute, on ground that he cannot be spared. 

Dr. Wise and a number of prominent local Jews oppose the oan-

1 U S Grent for President of the United States didacy of Genera • • 

because of hie discriminatory order No. 11 during Civil War. 

Dr. Lillenthal in his address at the dedication of the Tylor 

Cincinnatians for greater interest in their 
Foun~ein appeals to 

. "For Cinoinna ti 
civic and political an 

d commercial enterprises -

as the Queen City of the West." 
is rapidly losing its prestige 

Isaac Mack, M. Joseph,Abraham, 
Lewis Seasongood, Henry Mack, 

Vienna Exposi ti on. 
appoi nted Commissioners to 



1873 - Dr. Wise during the Temperance Crusade in Cincinnati preached 

against Prohibition saying "that the use of wine or strong drink 

as a beverage is no moral wrong nor can it properly be called 

a waste of property. The abuse of anything not oriminal or im-

moral does not justify the abolition or prohibition. thereof.
1 

B May - I .M. vase 
1- (May • -

P. 362-363.) 



1874 - Henry Mackwas Ch 
airman of the Build" 

ed th . ing Committee Which erect-
e Public Librar t 

ya an expenditure of ~38~ 594 53 
1 ~ v, • work ac-

e aimed as having been done at minimum aoat. J 

1875 - After having served twelve years 
as a member of the Board of 

Education, the citizens of the 18th Ward 
petition Mr. Henry Mack 

to permit his name to be nominated for 
that office again. Coni

merical said "To no single man is Cincinnati more indebted for 
efficient la-bor performed in public office than to Mr R u· k • enry mac • '' 

1875 - Julius Reis first Jew to be elected Vice Mayor of Cincinnati. 

1877 - Louis Heinsheimer appointed by Governor of Alabama to post of 

Assistant Commissioner of Emigration for that state. 

1881 - Henry Mack as Trustee of Southern Ra i lroad presented a plan to 

the Board of Trustees which if followed would affect a saving of 

several million dollars to the City. 

1881 - Mr. Alfred Sea.songood elected Vice President of the Executive 

Committee of the Inter-National Cotton Exposition held in Atlanta. 

1881 - Edgar M. Johnson nominated unanimously as Lieutenant Governor 

of Ohio on Democratic ticket. 

1883 - Nathan Drucker appointed a delegate to represent the Cincinnati 

Board of Trade at the National Convention of Boards of Trade and 

Chambers of Commerce that met in Washington. 

1885 _ Ba.than Drucker introduced a Registry Law in Cincinnati that 

will insure fair and just ballot and maintain order and quiet at 

the polls on election day. 

1887 - Alfred M. Cohen appointed by the Hon. Chas H. Stephens, Pres-

t of Cincinnati to arrange for the 
iden~J of the Common Council 

Anniversary of the state of Ohio. 
celebration of the Centenial 

B d of Trade and Trans-
el eoted President of oar 

1887 - Nathan Drucker 

portation. 



1889 -

1896 -

1900 -

Mrs. Henry Rosenbaum first Jewish woman in the City to be ap

pointed Public Office, as Director of Work House. 

Maurice J. Freiberg appointed by Gov. Bushnell one of the Com

missioners to elect the new water works. 

Alfred M. Cohen and Julius Fleisti.man; both Jews, were candidates 

on opposing parties for Mayor -- Fleischman was elected, 
' ,1 

1902 - Enquirer states that Senator Alfred M. Cohen is the only Demo-

crat in Hamilton County who in forty years was twice elected to 
n 

the Ohio Senate. 

1911 - Gov. Harmon names Alfred .M. Cohen the represents. ti ve to the 

Conference of the American Society for Judicial Settlement of 

Inter-National disputes. 

1911 - Alfred t!. Cohen nominated for Governcr of State by Democratic 

1912 -

1912 -

party. 

M"a.x Senior selected by Major Hunt a member of the newly created 

d C t . one Purpose of Bureau: Bureau of Charities an orrec 1 • 

1 _ To provide for a corps of social workers. 

2 - To confine the use of the City Hospital 
to the sick ppor. 

3 - To banish the "Bums" from the Workhouse. 

4 - To consolidate all ~hari ttble and medical 
activities in the City. 

the Executive Committee of Ohio Alfred Bettman named Chairman of 

Association of City Solicitors. 



I 
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IS THERE A JEWISl VOTE? 

A study which the writer made of the t vo e in Jewish Wards 13, 15 , 

16, 17 and 18 on Jewish and non-Kewish candidates for office over a ser

ies of rec.ent yee..rs , and a comparison of this vote wi·th the general city 

vote on candidates and issues with which statistics it is not proposed 

to burden this pa per, reveal the uncontrovertable fact that there is 

no "Jewish Vote." The Jew is an independent voter, usually scratchin@ 

his ballot and voting for whomever he considers the best man. Though 

a Jewish candidate who happens to be well known as a Communal worker 

frequently obtains a slightly higher percentage o:f votes in so called 

Jewish .wards. 

Since the coming of the Russian Jews in large numbers, to the 

City, the Wards in v.hich they live roll up a larger percentage of Re

publican votes than heretofore - tending to indicate tha·t they have 

"fallen in" with the major party. 

Though the Socialist Party o:f Cincinnati counts a number of Jews 

among its lee.ders, the vote in Jewish neighborhbode is not always a 

progressive one as was evident from the vote on the Green Car Fran-
. ) 

ohise in 191!. The Five Jewish wards, 13, 15, 16, 17 and 18 J".oll_ed 

up 55% of their vote for Franchise, the progressive tendency b.eing in

dicated by a negative vote. 

The quot a of .Jews to be found in the Pa:cty Councils at present of 

the Republican and Democratic parties is small yet representative of 

· i h f ld In the Woman Su:f'frag_e Party the best civic element in the Jew s o • 

of Cincinnati, the factati ve le.adership is in the hands of Jewish Women. 

In the orga:µizations which. foster the civic and social pride of the 

city, such as the Mens and Womens City clubs. Chamber of Commerce, Coun

. ti n etc and during the 
Cil of Social Agencies, Social Unite Organizs 0 

• •' 



Vfar, the Liberty Loan~ Red Cross and War Saving Stamps, Four Minute 

Speakers, War Chest, etc. Committees, the Jews of the Community take 

a leading and prominent part. 

It is, however, a ~act, that the Jewish contingent represented 

in all these patriotic civic and social service movements in the City 

is almost exclusively dravm from the native born or German Jewish Re

form element of the Jewish Community. 

The Orthodox ~ussian element of population, though gradually 

developing powers of internal leadership and initiative, is still un

represented in the affairs of City and State. This is regretable be

cause this element of our population has become affluent and thoroly 

Americanized and should develop anfl interest in contributing its share 

to the l erger civic, political and social life of City state and Countr,y; 
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