Pebruary 20th, A
1918, L}

Faculty of the Hebrew Union College,

Cine innati, Ohio.
Gentlemen:-

Owing to the limited time at my disposal for
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ing phases, which proverly belonz in & historical treatment
of the Cincinnsti Jewish community, #py I request your per-

mission to add to this thesis the rzmaining chapters.
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Jewish Communal Organization
Introduction.

Jewish life is a continuum -a8 such its study re-
veals a remarkable development lasting over a period of many thou-
sand years,

Wnile the Jews were a political nationn living as an
independent or even subjugated people on their own soil Palestine,
their 1ife problems were simple when compared to the difficulties
they encountered as a result of Dispersion. In the Diaspora the
problem of the jewish community as a social group,the helrs of a
counmon inherited 1ife was one of ad justment - political, econcmie,
soeial, religious;and cultural,to the laws and 1life of the people
in whose midst they were cast. This proéess of adjustment took on
a dual aspeet.(1l) To obey the laws of the state in whose midst they
were permitted to dwell, this was an adjustment to environment and
(2) to continue to perpetuate and develop as a people,in an organ- -
ic way,their own life value which they had inherited. This second
was an inner adjustment.

Tho the Jew eould be compelled because of his sub-

jugated condition to adjust rapidly to the laws of the land, its

topographieal,cultural, politieal and economic conditionsjor fail

i

of survial it was not always so simple a task to make the inner

ad justment of perpetuating certain life values because of their
indigeneous characters and their total dependence upon the exis-
tence of an independent Jewish state and territory - such for

example were the conditions that gradually caused EOEOXAX the

Synagog to supplant the Temple,prayer to take the place of



gacrifice,Beth Hamidrash for Academiss of learning ,modification
of ewiah BlPEical and Mishnaic Law in the hands of the Talmudie
Rabbis,.

The form and content of adjustment were always de-
pendent on the theory of nationalism and sovereignty which held
sway in the lands where Jews were exiled to, or Whlch in the
course of their wanderings they emigrated to \We shall see that
these were of such a nature as to permit the Jew in almost every
instance{ﬁhether the law of the land shut the Jews up in Ghettos
and restriated thelr physieal,cultural,and economic freedom,or
gave the Jew libertg\Ho partieipate in the various aspects of
national 1ife of state, that in all instances the laws of sover-
gnty were of such a nature as to permit the Jews to live as an
integrated and organie community. i.e. A life withinwalarger
life where the Jews not only set their own standard of life,but

also followed them.

They lived in densly populated areas for they were
and
both by 1nstinct/Ta1mudic law a gregdrious people - subjeet to

the sanme 1aWS,opportunities .4Ad privileges; holding property in

N P r— e Ca—

common, sharing the same racial and religious heritage and what

———

is more important they were regarded by their non- Jewish masters
as a separate and distinct homogeneous social group.

All these factors made 1t possible for the Jews
to form their own small and large Jewl h communities called
Rehillahs. This form of internal Jewish self government and
"statshoodiif that term may be parmitteq)fizg_continued for the
Jew throu out the almost two thousand years of Jewish dispersion,

up to the present day. Tho the form has ehanged the principle

e
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remains the same. This has resulted in the development in the
Jewish soclal memory of an "apper ception" for Jewish communal

organization, and of an almost instinctive sensé of social re-

}L‘

,[ hgponsibility of one Jew for the other - which makes for the remark-
{

able and powarful Jewish cohesiveness and social solidarity.

' The principle of o o BI3LNE-BY39Y-YRIPT 9
All Israel is responsibie for one another., Tho at first this
principle wag foisted upon the Jew by the oppresive laws es-
peclally of taxation add crime to wﬁ}ch the Jewish communitie
of all time have been subjecEA;EE Ithes as a result begﬁ@e
woven into the social conseioﬁsnesa of the Jew and is now a
matter of "noblesse oblige".

Tho our prime interest in this thesis mumt be di-
rected to tracing the development of the growth of the Jewlsh
community of Cincinnatl which has enjoyed a history of one
hundred yearsl it is my purpose to also show that the Jew

! coming to live in a-democratic state where the Constitution
" b”"‘; E

| R~'guar~an1;eed the same rights priveleges and immunities to all
P

Ky people regardless of race color sex or ¢reed - in spite of this,

avjﬁnstsad of casting off his raeial, religious,cultural,and soecial

LA memories and obligation,and merging completely into the new

fa % environment - the Jews who founded and developed Jewish life in

¢ Cincinnati-a typieal American elty quitg unconaﬂeiously perhaps,
working under the momentum of social memory and an inherited
apperception developed in the eities of this country a form of
Jewish communal life which was patterned very largely after the

Europsan Jewish communities and which endeavored to make the Jew

a member of Society at large 1n spolitieal ,economic, linguistie

1. Note first Jew came to Losantiville in 1817,



and civie sense, and at the same time build up a form of internal
organization compat;ble with the law of the land, and in accord
with the sympathy of his neighbors, in which all aspects of his
own inner group life. Religious, philanthropic, social, educa-
tional, cultural thru wﬁich the inhergted life value of the

Jew could be perpetuated and further developed. Thereby il-
lustrating thru the medium of his own life experience that
America does not demand, nor consider it advisable for the eth-
nic and religious groups which come to lay their heads in her
bosom to erase from their make up, even if that were physiolog-
ically and psyghically posaibli, All the racial memories which
form so important a part of mans psychic life. To make the

most of American ooportunities and to serve America best = the

Jews chose to develop here the vital elements of Jewish

cormunal life.



Jewlish Communal Organization
in Ancient, Mediaeval and

Modern Times.

At the nise of the Common Era there were to be found
Jewlsh communities in most of the great eenters of the thenknown
world. In Alexandria there was a very large jewish Community
that had a comprehensive 1nternﬁl 6fganizations and enjoyed

1
many political privileges . In Bome and also in other Italian

cities there aroso/ﬁgﬁgyiewish religious eommunities - the one in
Rome flourished greatly under the protecting wing of the Empire.
There were comqgnities also at Salamis, Corinth, Athens,BPslos,
etc. at Antioth * Iconium, Symrna, Ephesus and other cities on
the Mediterranean Coast and in Asia Minor. In the mother country
Palestine tOwhich even as a Roman province retained -its
essentially Jewish character the whole couniry formed one com-
munity with its center at Jerusalem where the highest religious,
judicial, and executive authorities were located. The great
difference however whiech characterized the Communities of

S
Palestine when compared to those of the Diaspamalies in the

faet that the former were religious eommunities based on a

federation of Synagogs whereas the latter were political com-
munities. For the Palestine Communities Jerusulem was the center
where were located the Judieial, Religious and legislature heads.

The Jewish Magistrate heads in Jerusalem were held responsible

—r

for the gathering in of all taxes levied by their Roman Masters

on the Palsstinian Jewish communities.

I See Shimer Ge¥hichte des Judischen Volkes im Zeitalter Tesus
Christus II P. #99 ff.
09,04 1 9.0C65.56.6 904

S,
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When Jerusalem fell at the onslaught of the Romanms
the national Tife of the Jaws was replaced by the Communal life
on which the Roman form of government waﬁ impressed. The
principle of Roman sovereignity however was not to folst its
own cultural, religious and social life upon the people whom
they subjugated. This made it possible as Mommsen says " Tno
Judea becamﬂe depopulated and was stripped of its wealth for
Judea to 8till remain as hearetofore Jewish'. The Jewish |
people in spite of their subjugation continued to regard themselves
as a gtate which had lost only enee a5pect;l of its soverelgnity.
The Jews still had a central authority in the person of the
Patriseh-Nasi to whom was granted the privblegp of selecting
the Communal officers and of levying a tax? which right on the
cesgration of the Patriairehata was to be transferred to the
Emperor.,

With the desline of Palestine as a religious and
spiritual eenter and the rise of Babylon in Jewry, the Baby-
lonian Jews became detached from the influesnce of the Palestin-
ean Communities. They had their own head called the Exilarch
or "Resh Galuta" whose authority in purely religious matters
was even greater than that of the Palestinian NaRiz for example
the Rabbinical ordination granted by the Resh Galuta was re-
.cognized in Palestine as well as in Babylon whereas the or-
dination by a Palestinian Nasi only was rrecoghfiized in Pales-

3
tine . Tho Frankel4 maintaine that later the Exilarch lost his

1. political.
2. Aurum Coronarium

i algo Sabbath 54b.
2' fgnﬁgﬁ:tg gﬁrift fiin Geschichte und Wissenschaft des Juden

thums- 1853 P 29.




influence on inner Communal affairs thru becoming a State
official, it still may be said that as a result of his jurisdie-
tion over the Jeweries of Babylonia/iﬁi Persian Empire he still
continued to wield a strong indirect influence in that he appointed
the 1oca111ewish magistrates and was in touch with their internal
affiarse.

In Palestine and imn portions of Babylon and Persia
these Jews lived in dan%ﬁy populated centers where they formed
the majority of the population. Thus for example in the Jordan

Valley there were no Churches to be found up to the fourth

century. These Communities whether found in B*aB3
villages niaty clties of D®*293] walled
towns were composed of \'yn taa full citizens - res-

idents of mo¥e than twelve months standing 9°'yn *aer®
half citizens - residents of from thirty days to twelve months.-
standingand transiehts- those who remained less than twenty
days in the place.
At the head of the Community was a governing bedy *3p
D*D19D 'Y consisting of at least three members but
usually of seven and in later time of twelve. If brothers
happened to be on the same Board they both had only one vote
between them.n All communal officers even that of a physician

were filled by appointment from the "Court" with the eoncurrence

of the Community. The governing board even where it had absolute

authority wae expected to be responsive to publie opinion and

the wishes of the Community. Membership in the Board as well

ag other Communal offices was gsometimes hereditary.

THE GOVERNING BOARD. This bedy eonducted all the
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affairs of the Community giving special attention to the charil-
table concerns of the community. Tt appo¥rtioned communal and
municlpal taxes according to the fixed regulations and also had
charge of the buying and selling of eommunal property. It also
supervised the entire sociaL?Eghmercial life of the people, fixed
weights and measures, pricea of foadand rates and regulations
of lgbor and wages. It issued police fegulations and looked
after the peace of the community even having the right to in-
terfere in the private affairs of the individual and when the
welfare of the Community was goncerned could abrogate old trad-
itions sanctioned by usageda;reﬁbdent. The development of the
goclal intellectual and cultural interests of the Community also
fell legitamately under the Governing Boards jurisdiction. E
The titles ascribed to the _heads of Jewish Commun-
ities in the cities referred to in the earlier part of this
article are significant. In Rome bhe - was called Gerusiarch
or Manhig i1*n3o or Parms 0319b or ND13N PuY

1
Rosh Hakneses. InSiclly he was designated Dienchele: or

=

}itnaal vyiD keeper of the keys of the Synagogue.
At Cologne the president of the Community was refered to as
Judenbischorz. At Speyer the Archl Synagogue was appointed by
the Catholic bishop and was at the head of the Community.

The governing board was subject to the Dayan also

called "Hakam" or Zaken who was usually appointed by the Nasi

1. oOnief district Rabbl
2, Jewish Bishop

3. XHNEEX Elder
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or Exilarch -nd e constituted the final authority on ritual

fifil and_gplitical questions. He decided in money matters un-

aided but in communal cases ws assimsted by a }°71 nta

Beth-Di}y composed of three scholars of vote who weras usually
elcted for life thus insuring their integrity, impartiality and
respect. They did not draw a salary excepting when devoting |
their full time to the affairs of the Community. Their juris-

diction was over all civil ritual, religious and political

matters. The other officials of the community were the 913% B*%p
messenger of Synagogue who was the leader 1n prayer and who was
usually an unsalaried official, the -~ '~ -RKV1IP.J or Reader of
the Biblical portion of the week at services - the 1511”“31
w0 was entitled to compensation. In order to insure the re-
guisite Quoruism or Minyan for the service. ten men called Bat-
lanim who received a regular salary to attend. Other Minor
officials were the Shulklepfer generally identified with the

{uln] /] ¥ he is known® in the Talmud/at'.&he one who blew the
Shofar at the beginning of the Sabbath. Still later he is calleda

KOY*3237 APIPD “Synagoguo.Knodkerq' who crying "In

Schul herein" knocked at the window every morning except on
ninth of Ab. The vnDP alsd aeted as public crier in Synagog
invited to the festivitie$,called together the Council, acted
a balliff of the court 1'7 h*3 ODP arranged for ¥inyan etc.

The Community electilons took place in various

countries at various times but generally between Passcver and

1. DYagoman
2. Sexton
3. Yer Bezah 63 a
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and Succoth.

A Community con&isting of more than ten members was
obliged to organize itself as a synagogal communit§ and had& to
secure a synagogue the judicial religious and educational and
social affiars of which were in the hands of a Cormittee elected
from the members of the Governing board.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

The school like the synagogue was a communal rather than
a private and congregationai institution under the supervision of
the Community which appointed the teachers called variously

XPI11% *9po DIPII*N ID%D RIBYD IBID gheip salary was paid

by the parente of the children of school age, when they could

afford it, but in all cuses the income was generally so small

that the Community out.of its publietreasury contkibuted an ad-
///’ﬁltion as npx l. No one who was unmarried or under

forty was ever appointed as Xeacher. When the shodl registered

forty or more the community appointed and paid for an assistent

teacher galledll R1D1% ©*D « A second assistant was added when

the school grew to fifty pupils - illustrating their almost

modern belisf that classesshould be small if the best teaching

is to be done. The private teachers were allowed - a father was

expected to send his echild to the neighborhood school and could
guch a

not send him to any other school if /EKKEXXHEE¥MKKAXschool ox-

isted. The interesting custom of erecting the school house vIT0n Nt
adjoining the synagog grew up quite early - the school being

considered as vital as the synagog.

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS

The management of 8o lmportant a Communal function

T. Relief
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was in the hands of a 8pecial Relief Committee, the Chairman of
which was called a Gabbai Zdokohl. This Committee was generally
chosen from the membership of the Board. The mere management
involvimgno direct responsibility was entrusted inﬂﬂﬁ;ﬁof one
man - the levying of contributions from which women, orphans and
the poor were exempt, was in the hands of two persons working to-
gether who had the right to fine delinguents., The distribution
of Relief however was in the hands of at least theee people - who
had to deslde on the amount and recipient of relief. The:antece-
dents of those appointed to this office had to be irreproachable
and for this reason was often kept hereditary. Jewish Charity
was not Sectarian in its application - needy non jJews as well

ag Jews were to be assisted - but those who persisted in public
begging were discouraged by the Relief Committee thru receiving
very little. On special festlival occasions like Purim on which

2 3
the giving of Charity was considered a special Mitzoli the

poor received additional gifts. T%a Synagogue was also/ﬁ#Sonter
of Charity destribution. Orph1ns/here to be cared for by their
guardians ®Wt in cases where there were none the local
boarded them out and paid for their support.
FUNDS
Irregular or special Communal taxes to meet emer-

gencies were levied only on those who could best afford it, The

é- Ghairman of‘;e&iﬁg
- Jm? 3
S Obligation”
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1
funds were managed by a Treasurer who had to be a member of

the governing body.
THE BUDGET.
"~ "included the foilné%g items of expenses.

(L) For the synagogues and its services - to which
the full citizens including orphans contributed, (2) For educa-
tional institutions such as the buklding of schoolhouses and
occasional relief of teachsr to which all mcmberé of more than

two
/ months standing contributed. (3) To the poor funds consisting of

¢a) the KUPPAH2 supported by all members of more than one months
gtanding (b) The 'Lamhue5 like our soup kitchen supported by those
of more than three months standing and (c¢) the burial fund
supported by those of more than nine months residencs. (4) of
for the public safety such as for walls, soldiers welfare etc.

t0 which 211 full citizens and land owners and even orphans
contributed - Talmudic scholars alone being exempted. (5) For
the water works to which only those benefited contributed.

The state's taxes were apportioned among the com-
munities which in turn divided the assessment among their members.
Only scholars were exempt from the poll tax whita the tax on
real estate was paid entirely by property owners,

MIDDLE AGES

Until the XIII century . .however we have no
4 ,

record of anycﬂowish poor house or hospitals, no orphanages for

1. M3t

2. Weekly food distribution fund
3. Daily distribution of meals. .
4, Israel Abraham's Jewish Life in The Middle Ages.
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for the young, or almhouses for the aged. Unlike the @hurch

which permitted these institutions to become integral and sepa-

rate the jBwish eommunal institutions provided for everything that
- did so without

the Church supplied but it AGKtXXxXXipexst specialization, without

deligating 1ts duties to semi independent bodies. Thus while

the deaoans soon ceased to l;o the general relieving officers of

the Church in cases of sickness and poverty,l ttheir Jewish

proto type, the Parnassim or lay directors of the synagog re-

tained very wide functions thru out the Middle Ages. In the

Middle Ages the different Communities developed their own cuatoms2

" and rules of governing their Communal orgunizations which did not

permit of centralization or the development of Eccleslastical

power of the Rabbis - tho some famous and learned Rabbis who had

won world wide reputation left their impress on the practices of

several generations of Jews the world over. Simon ben Zemaeh

—_—

Duran of Algiers was one of these Rabbi wh%fe.12 gfﬁﬂﬁgligﬂs of e
Tekanoth issued in 1391 were widely accepted]‘TﬂPﬂ Dt pathy orvape
Role of Rabbi as Communal Leader.

It is interesting to note as seen above that the
influence of the Rabbi called '®  and later *a1
in European countries waned toward the end of the 12 century as
a Communal leader. *He did not have the power wielded by the
Exilarch of Babylon or Naggid of Egypt even as late as the XV

century he was independent of the Community as an unsalaried

1 ihe monasteries revived something of the Jewlsh system in the
eleventh century.
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official. In England before the “xpulsion there was one
'presbyter omnium Judasor um Anglaae" appointed by the King
generally for life.
TAXES

Tho however the Jews were jealous of the rights to
manager their innerICommunal affairs ,their internal organization
was 1grgely'affedted by their rélations to the external powers.
Their entire organization indeed revolved on the pivot of the
taxes, Wherever and whenever one casts his eye on the Jewish
community of the Middle Agesthe abeenver always finds the Jews
in the clutches of extortionate tax collectors. The payment
of the taxeé were often g%id with great difficulty due to the
exhorbitantlylhigh rate of the levy. In Spain and England at
about 1273 even children of ten had to contribute and in the
latter €ountry the Jewa at times paid one twelfth of the royal
revenuls. In Anjou the taxes were collected by a "sindicus et
prahuratbr ‘universitateg Judaesorum" ., Where the Jews formed
one tenth of the population they often paid 1/4 of the taxes
more than one half being contributed frecuently by the wealthier
members of the Commuﬁity with the eoncomiteart '+ result that the
older Jewish amistoecracy of learning was replaced by an aris-
toeracy of wealth., Graetz fixes the growth of an aristo;racy
of wealth among the Jews at the close of the XVileentury.

However il find recorded in Buechler's The Jewlsh

Commnity of Sepphoris in the Secon-d and Third Century the

Transo vole. V Che V1.

1. Gratz History of Jews Eng.
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the significant statement "In order to lighten their own share
of the taxes the wealthy land owner-s1 when apportioning their
burdens to each of the tax payers'put more than a fair shéro

on the 1;53 wealthy inhabitants and even on the poor. The
Baraltha explicitly"condeming them for their wrongdoing to the
most wretched poor." Nobody had the power to check the arbitrary
allotment of the tax _and- whoever had the courage to offer
resistance was threatened with ANMEMNXZXAX denunciation by the
Roman authorities who suppgorted ths Jewish nobles% The preachers
alond had the eourage to denounce theirunjust dealings in the
synagogue and openly called the walthy "men of the arm" i.e., of
violence, They tried to relieve by the%f strong words the
burden of the poor, but succeeded only,}?ncuring the hatred of
the landowners and the other leaders of the community"

Thus we find synptoms of the tendency to supplant
the intellectual leadership by that of & wealth as earlj as the
III centurye.

The original communal organization of Jewry was
thoroly demoeeatic in character, the only aristocracy being one
of merit and learning;not of property and wealth. This is
clearly demonstrable py the following comparison between the
divisionof classes in the fourteen and eighteen centuries.

In the former period we read of a large number'of Jews being
estivity and the congregation is

present in synagogue at a f

"
divided into "Rabbis,scholars, students and leaseholders

divided into 3 grades. "the first grade includes

Sprmmnd by oS to politlecal and social leadership.

1. wno had risen
2., Nedarim 32a
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persons possessed of 30,000 livres, the Becond, persons
possessed of 15,000 livres, the third persons possesBed of
5,000 livres., (Statutes of Avignon - Annuaire Etudes Juives
1885 P 169)and none of lesser wealth were admitted to office,
The democratic basis of the J ewish communfty system
wWae never of course cmpletely destroyed and either the ordi-

nary business men of moderate property still had the real cone

tral of affaires or a compromise wae reached in which wealth
and numbers were equally daferred to an ideal assignment which 7;; Z
according to Israel Abrahams in Jewish 1ife in Middle Ages never :
worked without friction. AS

The indirect effect of thie system of taxation had
inducibly resulted in the giving to the community a strong con-

- "y

————

tral over its individual members, The officers appointed by the
gongregation iteself to levy the taxee must have gained intimate
knowledge of each Jew's private affairs and property. The taxes

were of two kinds, those :I.J:_.g;l-;l_._qt_gg__from without and those levied

i

e—

by the community itself for general or special purpose.

It frequently happened that the civil government
would confiscate the funds contributed for internal Jewish Com-
munal affairs as was the case in Rome which confiscated the monies
donated by Jews of the Diaspora to the poor of the Holy land.

The variety of texes imposged by Civil Govermments

T e g

upon Jewish communities vary widely. In Portugal the Jews
under Sericho II were mulcted of & Fleet tax and were required
to "furnieh an anchor and a new cable for every new

ship fitted out by the crown "(Kayserling Christopher
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Columbus P. 4) Thus the Jews also bore a large part in aiding

Columbus' voyages both in money and men.The billeting of soldiers
in times of peace was a frequent imposition as was also the
support of popular Roman sports. In England too the taxes were
most galling. In Spuin Jews had to pay for king's dinner - they
also were subject to a coronation tax,to a meat,and bread tax,
etc. etec. (JacobBSpain Introduction) 1In the Rhine states the
tax collector stood by the sexton and stopped the burial till
his fee of two florins was handed to him (Lowenstsin Geschichte
der Juden in der Kurpfalz P 332) Germany indeed enjoyed the
distinction of exactirngmore fees on more occasions from Jews
than any other mediaeval state. The Jewish poll tax lingered
on t1111803 when it was abolished by/;:g;ment. of an indemnity.
The Civil governments imposed these taxes wholeszle on the
Community which had guarantee for the payment. The taxes
therefore had to be apportioned by-tho Jewish community of-
ficial on the individual families., For their own internal
affairs taxes were imposed on meat, wine, houses, golden and
silver ornaments, jewels, wedding gifts, imports and exports
(Ses Eskapa's Tekanoth in ﬁivn_pwwny B  And in
”WWMEEiggaw;;ssia and Hungary where this form of tax continued
until very recently Communal officials such as Rabbl Chazan
and XXK Shamas~ were paid from proceeds of such collections
and (Kibbudim) donations made at weddings and other festivities.

Amidset all this external interference the internal

government of Jewries was largely,even in Middle Agas\delegatad

to Jews themselves. One of the supreme duties of the dew in

4 .
every age,but more especially at: beginning of the Crusade was
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the obligation to keep Jewish affidrs from the ordinary law
Courts. This the Jews did by instituting the (BethDin) /lfW”ﬂai
or Jewish court of law; described above. (See

famous Tekanah of R. Tam) Frequently the Jewish communities
. by deligated rights from civil government were even permitted
to try Communal as well as Civil case in which Jews were in-
valued as litigarits or malefactors. Ror the informer

710D the mediaevil Jew “a? absolutely no mercy, and tho £§;th
penalty was almost never handed down otherwise still upon him
death was inflicted. However, according to good Jewish tradi-
tion the execution was left in hands of Christian bailiffs
(see Lindo Jews in Spaim P 150) "the bailiff shall execute
the punishment meted out by Jewish law, and enforce the. sentence
of our magistrates whether of condemnation or acquittal:' The
Jewish congregations frecuently had their own prisons or at
least separate rooms in public prisons, (See Ephraim B, Jacob

n‘ﬁ_‘m (t'ﬂw;} n‘/: 1’0I Paragraph 83 in which i1t 1s decided that
communal prison must have a Mezuzah affixed to it) were reserved
for use of Jewish offenders - Jews also enjoyed special religious
and educagional privelliges in the state prisons.

Jaws were also empowered’' to maintaln disipline

within their own communal borders. They inflicted corporal

punishment and exacted fines but their most horribleinsturment
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of punishment was unfortunately & moral one - it was that of
excommunication which assumed two forms = that of’ﬁi#afui
lasting only thirty days ,and other that of 'Cherem lasting
longer. This meant complete religious and social boycott
involving alsc the culprits family unless they renounced
Him = in this way the greatest mind in Israel, Spinoza was
driven from the Jewish fold by the communal fanetie leaders
of Amsterdam.
| | TEKKANOT

Compulsory adherence to, and enforcement of com-
munel regulations lay at the rootof Jewish mediaeval Communal
organization. The entire communal l1life was regulated by what
was known ag the Teikanot (ordinances or enactments.) The
TeManot was never drawn up without the local Rabbils assent,
indeed he was freguently the originator of the new regulation.
When it had been passed by the Chief of thenCommunity the new
law was proclaimed in synagogue on 2 wwek day after publie
notiece had been given, and it was held that unless a formal
verbal protest was lodged with the authorities immediately,
every individual fully submitted to the general agreement,and
became liable to the penalties whieh would accrue in the event
of disobedience of the Tekkanot (see the compléte account given

at the end of Kolbo ed 1525). The penalties took on various

forms XXi.e. fines, public rebuke ,deprivation of the right to
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fill the high synagogue offices, flogging, imprisonment and
excommunication,

The Tekanot was enacted for a limited time
generally 5 years after which time it fell into disuse, *The
the 12 Tekkanots of Simon Duran of Algiers issued in 1391 held
for D yezrs, The Tekkanoth covered every aspect of Jewish
life, i.e. enforcement of monogamy ; prohibition/ggaving,
forbigding the dragging of a Jewish litigant into a Christian
Civil Court, tax on meat, restraint on gambling promi..suo: s
dancing between men and women, recasting all laws of marriage
and divorce, forbading the selling of wine to Mohamedans

e s e
defining the dress and ornaments which a Jewess might wear,
the food she and her family might eat, number of visitors a
family might admit to thelp home - punishment for using name of
Deity except in prayer - stringent provision against Jews trying
to make proselytes and forbagipg house to house begging - Reg-
ulation as to%gggction 5% Rabbis and teachers and duties of

Communal official etc. A large series of Tekanoth dealt with

questions of rent. Rent was not to be raised except for im-
" ropttian nie

‘\.“-—-

provements (see Abraham B. Mordecal II'61 2
Tekkanotim

restriction of foriegn immigration and emigration.

the A
against aseisting/poor of other communities to detriment of

local poor. Tekkanot against raising prices of commodities
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for which there was an unusual demand., All Tekkannot
on questions of social morality continued to be formulated
until the present time in the voluminous and remarkable
Shailothand Tshubath literature of the Rabbis. In faect the
internal communal organization of the mediaeval Jewpies held
nothing human to be beyong its token- the Community provided
as does a well regulated and interested municipality in our
own country,all those institutions, facilities and opportunities
which further the welfars physical, moral and mental of its
citizens i.,e. each Community oﬁned all the instruments of Com-
munal life. Foremost among thess were the Synagogues and all
its utensils = the school houses = libraries, lodges for
washing the dead, the ritual bath houses, slaughter houses,
lodging houses for travelers and wandering beggars with whem
eveny Jewish community was plagued frequently, the Beth Din ~-
the town hall - large halls for solemnization of marriages,a
dance hall (this usually in German and French Communities but
not in Spain and East) bakehouses or ovens for Passover Matzos
and weekly "schalet" and even cooking utensils for Communal
dinners.,

Other Communal funds included money for carrying
on publick worship and study and for philanthropic purposes =
funds for the use of/ggﬁbral body in dealing with the civil

government for purpose of preventing the oppression  of
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of individual Jewsm In the Ghettos funds for the purpose of
paving and cleaning the Streets; building and repaiwring the
gates were raised when needed by taxes on households. The
Communal property both real and personal might be bought and
gold only thru the Rohol (Communal Council.)
POLISH COMMUNAL ORGANIZATION
The autonomy - of the Polish Jewish communities

were the most perfect of all those discissed above dus to the
fact that the Jews constiﬁuﬁiﬂé an historiecal nationality with
an lnner l1life of its own were.;egregated by the government as

a separate estate, and regarded as an independent social body,
this as late as the sixteenth century and lasting over a
perio& of a few hundred years, Tho forming an 1ntegrél and
very large percentage of the urban population the Jews wers
not officially included in any one of the general urban estétes
into which the Polish population was divided, whose affairs were

administered by the magistracy or trade guild unlons,nor were
they even subject to the jurisdiction of the Christian law
Courts as far as their internal affairs were concerned. They
formed an entirely different and independent classof citizens
and as such were in need of independent agencies of self govern- -
ment and jurisdiction. Hence the Jewish Community constituted

not only a national: religius and cultural but also a civil and

political entity. They formedthemselves as a Jewish city within

a Christian city with its separate forms of life,ite own religious
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administratione, judicial and charitable institutions as did the
others in Ancient and Mediaeval times. After the Magdeburg
Laws which legalized the Christian urban estates in whieh

the Germans constituted the preponduatiné element, the

Jewish Kahal could not but be legalized, The Kings of
Poland as "guardian of the Jews" wers especially interested

in héming the Kahal properly organized since this alone in-
sured the regular payment of Jewish taxes, Moreover the

state found it more convenient to deal with 2 well defined

body of representatives than with the unorganized masses,

As early as the period of Royal fggigigifizégﬂv___m,
during reign of Sigismund I the king endeavored to extend
his fatherly protection to the Jewish system of communal
self government. His appointment in 1514 of Michaels Yose~
fovich as the "Senior® of the Lithuanian Jews with a Rabbi
as axpert "adviser" was designed to safeguard the interests.
of the exchequer by concentrating the power in the hands of
a federati .n of kahale in Lithuania.., On different occasions
Sigismund I confirmed the " Spiritrial judges" or rabbis
(judices spirituale doctores legis) elected Ly the Jews in
different parts of Poland in their office. In 1518 he
ratified at the reguest of the Jews of Posen their electiong
of two leading Rabbis, Moses and Mendel to the posts of
provincial judges for all the communities of great Poland,

bestowing upon the newly electad officials the right of in-

structing and judging their eo-religionists in accordance
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with the Jewish law, 1In 1541 the King ,puepsuing the same

policy: of Centralization, confirmed the appointment of two
chief Rabbls over the whole province of little Poland.

The paternalistic altitude of the king receded
ags Jewish communal organization and leddership grew. The Magna
Chatba of Jewlsh AKXX¥ autonomy may be said to be represen-
ted by the Chakter of Sigismund Augustus igsued on August 13,
1551 which embodies the fundamental principles of self govern-
ment for the Jewish Communities of Great Poland. According to
this Charter "the Jews are entitled to elect by general
agreement their own rabbis and "lawful judges", to take charge
of their spiritual and social affairs. The Rabbis and judges
elected in the manner are authorized to expound all questions
- of the religious ritual,to perform marriages and grant divorces,
to execute transfer of property and other acts of eivil char=-
acter and to settle disputes between Jews in accordance with
the Mosale Law [iuxta retum et morem  legis illorum Mosaicaé)
and the supplementary Jewish legislation. In conjunction with
the kahal elders they are empowered to subject offenders
against the law, to excommunication and other punishments
such as the Jewish custom may prescribe; the kings inter-
ferencs is solicited in case offender does not recant - he

may be put to death. The local officers of the king are

informed to lend their assistance in carrying out the

orders of the Rabbis and elders”
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the
Later edicts of /kings of Poland conferrsd upon

the electtive representatives of the Jewish communities ex-
tensive autonomy in economic and administrative as well as
jJudicial affairs, while assuring its practicablility by
placing at its disposal the power of royal administratione.

In Poland the firm consolidation of the regime of Jewish
government the kahal merged twoe concepts the "Communi ty"

the aggregats of local Jews on the one hand and on the other
the "Communal administration" representing the totality of all
the Jewish institutions of a given locality including the
Rabbinate. Beginning with the sixteenth century the activities

of the kahals assumed larger and larger proportions,

The Eahal Bpards in Poland containing a large
population amounted to 40 members 1in smaller towns the
numbbr was limited to 10. They were elected annually during
the Passover week. As a rule the election proceeded in thie
unigue fashion - a double graded system caused (a) the elec-
tion by congregatioml wte of from 5 to 7 elesctors (borerim)
who 1s in turn slected, after taking an oath the Kahal Elders.

The Elders were divided into two groups, Two of these the
Rashim and Tubim (the heads and optimaies) stood at the head
of the administration ard were in general charge of ecommunal ’

affairs, They were followed by the dayyanim or judges and

gabbaim or directors who managed the Synagoges as well as
The Rashim

the ‘eduecational and charitable institutions.



and Tublm formed the nucleus of the kahal - 7 of them

making a quorum.

The scope of the kahals activities ware as broad
ag those discussed earlier in this paper.

The capstone of this whole kahal organization
were the so called Waads the conferences of assembles of
'Rabbis and kahal leaders, Tﬂese conferences composed of
fepresentatives from different communities were called to-
gether in emergency cases and were regarded as the highest
court of appeals in deciding knotty legal questions. ‘i.e.
When a litigant appealed from decision ozggal rabbinal court

or when new problems for which there wsre no par-
allel in Rabbinic¢ law arose the settlement of or disputes
between communities, etc,

Beginning with the middle of the sixteenth
century these conferences met at the time of the great fairs
when large numbers of people congregated from various places
and litigants arrived in connection with their business
affairs. The Lublin fair was the chief meeting place,for
here was the home of Rabbi Shalom Shakhna the Dean of Polish
Rabbinism., These conferences became very frecuent toward the
end of sixteenth century and functioned not merely in judieial

but also in legiglative and administrative questions - here

they decided the laws to govern the kahal elections, fixed

the competency of Rabbis and judges, granted permission for




publication of books - etc. etec, and occasionally these as-

sesmblies endorsed by their authority.the enactments of the

Polish government,

The Conferences weres attended by Rabbls and Kahal
representatives from the following provinces - Great Poland
(the leading community being that of Posen) Little Poland
(Cracom & Lueblin) Red Russia ‘(LenmlWerg) Volhynia (Ostrag
and Kremenetz) and Lithuania (Brest and Grodno) Originally
the name of the Conference varied with the number of provinces
represented in it, and it was designated as the Council of
Three or Four or Five Lands. Subsecuently when Lithuania
withdrew from the Polish Kahal organization establishing
a federation of its own and the four provinces of the Crown
began to send their delegates regularly to these conferences
the name of the assembly was ultimatly fixed as the "Council
of the Four lLands" (Waad Arba Aratzoth)

The Council was composed of about 8ix leading
Rabbis of Poland and of one delegate for each of the princi-

pal Kahals selected from among their elders - the number of

the conferees altogether amounting to about 30. They met

periodically once or twice a year alternating between Lublin

and Yareslav (Oalicia), It was the Oongress or Sashedrin

of Polish Jewry the guardian of thelr civil and political

rights. It frequently sent 1ts Shtadlenta (pepresentatives)

to Wapsaw the Polish Capital and meeting place of the Diets

27,



for purpose of securing the ratification of special Jewish
priveliges which had been violated from time to time by
local authorites,

But ite chief concern was with the regulation of
the inner 1ife,of all aspecte of it,which concerned the Jew.
The following are a sample of the statutes laid down by the
Waad and formulated in 1607 - "in oder to foster plety and
commercial integrity among the Jewish prople they were or-
dered to pay special attention to the observance of the
dietary laws,to refrain from adopting the Christian form of
dress,not to drink wine with Christians in pot houses in

order not to be classed among the disreputable member of the

Community, to wateh over the chastity of women rarticulary in

villages where Jewish families were isolated in the midst
of the Christian population - and also torestrain the ae-
tivities of Jewish usurere and to regulate money credit in
general, This firmly knit organization of communal inner
self determination,democratieally,conatructed from base to
apex could not but foster among the Jewg of Poland alﬁmost

until the time of the division of the Polish Empire a spirit

of discipline and obedience to law, It had an educational

effect on the Jewish populace which was left by the govern=-

ment to itself - and had no share in the common 1life of the

igh water mark
country, It was under this regime that the high wa

of Rébbinie learning was reached.
From 1648-1658 Poland suffered 2 general dis-

intigration where right was supplanted by privilege and

28,
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liberty by license dus to the Russian and Swedish invasions
and of eourse the Jews bled, but the fact that during all this
disturbance the Jews were able to hold their own as an organ-
ized social unit was principally due to that vast scheme of
communal self government which had become an intigral part of
Polish Jewish life during the preceeding period. Surrounded
by enemies, ostracised by all other estates and social groups
Polish Jewry guided by the instinct of self preservation en-

- deaveped to close its ranks and gather sufficient inner strength
to offer effective resistance to the hostile non-Jewish world.
Tho the kahdal administration became in 1719 eligarchie in
charaeter,losing its original democratic attrastiveness, it
continued to wield its influence till 1764 when 1t received

a severe blow at the hands of the Polish government when the
King ,Stanislav Augustus having framed a new constitution
decided to charge fundamentally the system of Jewish taxa-
tion . fixing ' a uniform Jewish head taxf For this reasons
a general gegistration of the Jewish population was ordered

and tho the Kahal was to act as agent to remit the taxes to

the erown ,its powers were shorn. In 1764 the Diet passed a

resolution forbidding the holding of conventions of District

Flders for the fixing or distributing of any tax eollections

whatsoever, thus ended the glorious career of the Polish
’

Waadim.
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Modern Times,
This leads us down to the period of Ehancipation.

- a period marking a great transition for the Jew. It
spelled political, dvil, socialjand:?eligioun freedqqyfor
him - he was n6 longer to be regarded as a member of an
"inferior race"but was tc be taken into the worlds fellow-
ehip on a par with all people in the great human family .
The nations of Westenn Europe extended under the influence
of the French Revoclution and the Cosmopolitan tendendencies
of the age,. . : the hadd of comradeship to the downtrodden
"ghetttoite! Why should he not enter into this newer life -
he did. The motto which previously had been'"every Jew is
responsible for every other Jew"-"one for all and all for
one'now became every Jew (man} for himself - But despite
the Emancipation, the State of Europe still continued to
regulate the affairs of Jews differently from all other

peoples; especially in those lands where there continued to

be rstained a ministy of Publie worship.
FRANCE AND NETHERLANDS.

The maet 1mportént community organization in

these states was the system of censistories establied by

Napoleon I on March 17, 1808 which functioned in a modified

form almost to our own day. The Consistory was anEclesiastical

court, governing the congregations of the twelve provinces
»

ord ing to the original .decree of Napoleon I

of France, Acc
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who convened the Jewish Sanhedrim - every department con-

taining 2000 Jews might establish a Consistory. Departments

having less might combine with others. Above these provinces

there was a central consistory. Every consistory consisted

Rabbi
of a grand Rabbi with an assistant/where possible and of

three lay members, two of whom were recsidents of the town
where the consistory sat, They were elected by twenty-four
"notables¥ who were nominated/%ge authorities. In orderto
become eligible for membership on the consistory an Israelite
had to be 30 years of age and never have suffered financial
rsverses i bankruptcy, armd not have practiced usury.
The Central Consistory was compoased of three Grand Rabbis

and two lay members, Every year one retired and the remain-

ing members elected his successor.

Napoleon demanded that the consistories should

gsee to it that the resolution passed by the Assembly of
Notables and eonfirmed by the Sanhedrim, should be enforced

by the Rabbie; that proper decorum ghould be maintained in

the synagogue,that the Jews should take up chhanical trades

and that they should see to it that no one evaded military

service. The Central consistory watched over the consistory

of the various Departments and had the right to appoint the

'chisf Rabbis.

Such Consistory organizations were to be fuound

at the beginning of the sineteenth century in Holland,
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Belglum, Iuxemberg and Alsace Lorraine. Then the laws

governing the consistories ware medified in 1844, 1850,

1862, 1872, the latter date marking the introduction of the

eystem of universal suffrage in the elections of the con-
sistories, They functioned till very recently 1in all these
countries. Paris was the seat of the Grand Rabbl of France
and the Central Consistory to which the twelve consistories
of France sent a delegate, The Consistory governed all ap-
pects of Jewish communal life,
GERMANY & PRUSSIA.
All the states of Germany and Prussia had each

its separate regulations for the governing of the Jewish
communities; every Jew was obliged to become a member of the
Jewish community thru affiliation with a Jewish congregation.
This rule was only recently modified so as to make it possible
for some non religious Jews to declare themselves‘Eenfessionalo;?

(1873). A typical instance ofa well organized and effi-
clently managed German Jewish community in recent times was
Berlin whose Constitution "Statut fur'die Jlidische Gemeinde
in Berlin" (1902) is a model revealing the ability of the

Jew to make an almost perfect ad justment to the environ-

ment in which he resides without completely fusing or

assimlating with his nelghbors. The Berlin Jewish community

consists of all the Jeweg in the city and snvirons. The

Community is representsd by & directorate and a College of
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-

representatives elected by the different Jewish groups and

institutions of the city, the latter consisting of 21 members

and 15 substitutes chosen every three years by a ballot of
the whole community. The representative choose the directo=-
rate consisting of seven elders and three substitutes. The
resolutions of the representatives ars confirmed by the
directorate, Differences are decided by a speclal committee
of the community or by the board of supervisors. Different
branches of the administration such as Religiou§,Philanthropic,
Bduecational, Social and Economie affairs are in the hands of
speclal commisslions with a member of the directorate in the
chair, The ministers, readers, teachers and all officials
who perform communal functions are chosen by a 2/3 majority
of the representatives. The simple German form of city and
district organization of Kehillahs gaverise early to a
Union of these cormunities to relate and bring in closer
union the affairs of the different communities EHX
later in

A Union was formed in 1869 and/1883, the latter under the
title - The Central Verein Deutscher Blirger Jlidischen
Glaubens.

AUSTRIA HUNGARY.

Austria too represents varied forms of Jewish

communal organization. The law of March 21, 1890 definitely

regulated the Jewish communities ordering that every Jew

become & member of the Congregation of the district where
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he resides and granting the congregation the right to tax

its members, The Rultus Gemeinde of Vienna is iihe Beot

example of the communal organizations of the Jews of this
Empire. The Community is ministered to by a board of 3
members elected by the Jewish tax payers. The expenses of
all Jewish Communal organizatiomsand institutions are de-
frayed by assessments and feds, The assessments are levied
on each Jew according to his means, the lowest sum being
10 kionen (2 g%éa{ﬁg highest according to the statute
12000 kionen per year, altho this 1s occasionally volun-
tarily exceeded by individuals interested in the community.
In 1903 communal taxss amounted to 1,058,809 kronen and
were pald by 16,735 members. The total receipts of the

community for the same year amounted to 2,243,449 kronen

and total expenditures to 2,147,506 kronen, the latter

being itemized as follows:
kronen
Symagogue & ritual institutions 419,900

Religious instructions &Schools 260,235

Hospital 301,731
Almshouse 145,716
Charities 223,431

332,364

Cemetery & burials

Administration & miscsllaneous 464,129

The communities of Germany, France, Austria

ct a
Hungary and other western European countriis econdu
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a Jewish vital statistics bureau where are recorded the

Jewish births, deaths, marriges, burials and general pop-

ulation of th-» communities,

DENMARK, SWEDEN AND ITALY

Tho containing a relatively small Jewish popu-
lation all have their particular forms of Jewish commnal
organizations.

RUSSIA AND ROUMANIA

Where Jewlsh persecutions and oppressions eon-
tinued with characteristic Mediaeval barbarity and where the
Jews did not until the World War enjoy the freedom of eciti-

zenship and were shutup in Pales and Ghettos, continued as

was perfectly natural for them,their Kahals. The corruption and

deterioration, moral and political which characterized the
government of the state, however did not affect the high
tone and sense of justice and equaly which have always
characterized the internal government of Jewish affairs.

Wilna and Warsaw, Bucharest and Yass% and all the other
Jewish cities of Russia and Roumania continued the main-

tainance of their inner ccmmunal life until the outbreak of

the war.,
TURKEY AND THE ORIENT

have been the only count. ~eg where Jews reside

in modern times which have continued to maintain the ancient

ieh
pdlicial character and power of the 01d ADLAETAL SO
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Kehilloths Their head,Hakam,ig a State official who acts

as the official intermediary BEXERRRXXAAAER between the
govermment and the Jawish community.

ENGLAND AND AMERICA
The organization of Jewish 1life in these
countries under democratic sovereignty have followed the
apperceptlon for Jewish communal inner 1ife which the Jews
of other countries practiced ,with the one modification which
1s tremendously important,and that is,whereas in other
counyries of Europe and the Orient communal organization

wag even after the so called Bmancipation forced upon the
and
Jew ,in Republican England{ Democratic America the Jew

voluntarily so arranged his inner life whether consciously
or subsonsclously that its study reveals on careful anal-
ysis, all the elements and principies which entered into
the organization of the old Xahals, such are the Unions

of Congregations, Federations of Charities, Fraternal

organizations and the maintenance of a host of other

communal institutions and noIms of 1life which I trust

our study of the history of the Jews of Cincinnati will

reveal, To sum up our thesis it appears quite clearly
that the apperception for communal living has been trans-

mitted as a matter of social heridity from one Jewish

is to be
generation to another and that wherever the Jew

t be in Democmatic or Autocratic states

found today whether 1
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Jewish life 1s lived under some form of Jewish communal

organization. His problem being (a) how to adjust his

group life to the law of the state and the economic, civie,

soclal and cultural conditions of his environment, while
(b) at the same time perpetuating and developing the

specific Jewish life values which have besn handed down

from the ages,

With a clearer understanding of the constantly
evolving and captivating conception of Democrary under which
the world seems destined to be governed tnere will coms to
the Jews the world o'er a realizing sense of the need of
continuing to reformulate and readjust his sense of com-
munal organization to the Democratic state and to develop
a school of thought which shall make it possilble for the
Jew to grapple mors successfully than did the many lsms
and movements such as Reform,Neo Orthodoxy, REXXHXX
Conservation, Zionism, the decentralized nationalists
parties,all of which arose after the period of Emancipa~

tion,and which had for their object and desire,the solving of the

Jewish problem of survival which the new Freedom was be-

ginning seriously to threaten.

It is to be hoped that the newer and more

e
recent attempts of the Jews of democratic lands will prov

Dias-
nOnBuCceééfui/%grmulitingplans whereby the Jews of the
as an in-
Pora may continue to lead a communal existence
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tegral part of ¥X- a worild embracing Internationalism.

Jewish 1life in America must be teleological - purposeful

in order that it may survive and thereby make its greatest

cont#lbutions to the synthetic formative culture of

American life. - It must do this or die,
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CHAPTER II

EARLY TMMIGRATION OF JEWS TO AMERICA.

How came they here? What burst of Christian
hate,

What persecution merciless and blind

Drove o'er the sea - that desert desolate =
These Isimaels and Hagars of mankind?

They lived in narrow streets and lanes obscure
Ghetto and Judenstrasse, in mirk and mire
Taught in the school of patience t o endure

The life of enguish and the death of fire,

In these besutifully poetic strophes . the American

poet Longfellow while strolling musingly thru the old Jew=-

ish cemetery at Newport characterizes the causes which lead

to the coming of the Jews to the new World., It was the

olar Moses Keyserling of Bude-
Christopher Columbus and

Pesth, Austria-
Jewish sch

Hungery in his remarkable work.
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Christopher Columbus hsd among his crew in the three vessels

which sasiled from Palos Spain on August 3, 1492 members of

the Jewish people. He has shown that a member of the sail-

ing party known as Iuis de ‘i‘orres was & Jew or a Converso
end elso Rodrigo Sanchez, a relative of the royel treasurer
of Argonian, Spain. Gabriel Sanchez was a Jew and accompanied
the expedition as Veedor or Superintendent at the special
request of Queen Isabella, and moreover that a sailor Alonso
de la Calle the ship physician, Mkestre Bernsel, and the
surgeon Marco were all of the Jewish race., It is further
adduced that Iuis de }{rres aided Columbus in obtaining

g2 knowledge of the newly discovered Guanshani or SanSalvedor,
the territories roundsbout,and their inhabitants. Rodrigo
Senchez had the honor of seeing land immediately after it

was espied by Radrigo de Priano and prior to the cry

Mierra! Tierra! on the morning of October 12, 1492.7

Anoﬂ:xér ¢laim also esteblished is that of the

Tuis de Santangel his patron
im with royalty and gave

great aid lent Columbus by

and benefsctor who interceded for h
largely from his owWn purse to assist Columbus. Other Jews
jttle to the support of the same enter=

%00 contributed not a 1

ch value from the astronomical

ived mu
rise and Columbus derive
: scholar Abraham Zacuto.

h
tables of the distinguished Jems

Dreper, in his Intellectual Development
w. DT

Dr. John




of Europe finds in Columbusg's diary #e statement "after

the Spanish monarch hag expelled all the Jews from their

Kingdoms and lands in January, in that same month they

commissioned me to undertake the voyage to India with &
rroerly equipped fleet." Kayserling has corrected the
error in the statement that it was the month of Apr il rather
then Janueary, but the evidence is conclusive that it was '
with Jewish assistance that Americemss discovered, thereby
giving the Jew a moresl right to regard this new land as a
haven where he could come seeking refuge from tyrenny and
oppression. It was not, however, until the year 1548 or
thereabouts; that we learn of the settlement of Jews in Am-
ericay In thet year & number of Jews from Holland where
they had fled after Spanish expulsion, availed themselves

of the freedom and opportunity offered by the Dutch, who then

ruled Brazil, and proceeded %o South Americe where they es-

teblished themselves. This became the central point whence

immigration directed its course, however, when in 1624 the

Portugese came into power egain $n/dpasil &R TRELE SpEDesCion

and intolerent hand begsn to be felt, a perty of twenty-seven

sail from & port in the vicinity of Béhia;
11ed New Amsterdam and vwhich is

Jews in 16654 set

bound for what was then C& _ .
now N York City This is tie firet record of & Jewish
ew .

het is now the United States of Americs,

settlement in w




Upon their arrival in New Amsterdsm they met with the

hostility and prejudice of Peter Stuyvesant the Dutsh

Governor. He wrote to the Directors of the Btch West

India Company who controlled New Amsterdam requesting"t hat
none of the Jewish nation be pemitted to infest New Nether-
lends", The reply thet came back was worthy of Holland.

It is Dbecause of the historic value of the letter that I give
it here as it is reported in Daly's settlement of the Jews

in North America(P. 9,-26th of Awril, 1655)

"We should have liked to agree with your wishes and request
thet the new territories should not be further invaded by
people of te Jewish race, for we foresee from such immigration
the seme difriculties which you fear, but after having further

weighed and cmsidered the matter, we tbsave that it would

be unreasonable snd unfair, especiglly because of the consid-

ereble loss sustained by the Jews in the taking of Brazil and

also because of the large amount of capitel which they have

invested in shares of this compaiy. After mahy cmsultations

Wwe have decided snd resolved upon & certain petition made by

that they shall have permmission to sail

said Portugese Jews,
therlands gnd to live and
m shall not 'beccxre/gurden t0 the

remain there,
and trede in New Ne

provided the poor among 1he

be supported by their owmn

Compa % but
Company, or to the Communitys

m ourselves 30901'51118‘13'. (Documents
e v

bations,/. You will gOV

state of New York -
‘relatin‘g to the Colonial Hlstory of! T RS

Vol, X1v P315,)




The prineiple herein gplied by the Directors of the

Dutch West Indis Cemparny was the same 85 that applied by the

states of Europe at thet time to the Jewish communities -

"they were to manege their own internal effasirs and not become
& burden to the Government st large,"

Tho the Company permitted the Jews to trade with and
settle in New Netherlands, but & year later they prochibited
the Jews from building & synagogue and somwhat later again
from holding public office or opening retail shops. The
Jews had a champion in one of their own number, Aséer Levy,
who when he could not secure the desired privileges from the
provincial govermment, appealed to Hollend and with success,

it seems in mery instances, He was the first Jew %o hold

real estate in the New Netherlands.

Uitder British rule, the Jews in New Netherlands came

to enjoy almost equal ri

the sntipathy thet existed toward Jew and Catholie.

The commnity at Newport, the
mes, celebrated by Longfellow in his
owes its origin to the

most worthy and dig-

nified in colonial ti
wport,"
esant toward the Jewish

mem "The Jewsh Cemetery &% Ne

unfriendly sttitude of Peter STuyv
arrivals in New Amsterdam. gsome of them sought the kindlier
a ]
atmosphere of Rhode Island (1655) where Roger Williams exerted
er

: dom of uconscience, The

his influence for sbsolute free

ghts with the other inhebitants despite




(1750~1755)

Before the Revolu'bionary Wer there were 200
Jewish families in New York, ElseiWhere in New England there
was still no Jewish c oumunal life until the nineteenth

century, only & smell number of Jews settling here and there

before 1800,

Tﬁere is a reference t0 the settlement of & Jewish
doctor "Ye Jewish Doctor" Jacob ILumbrozo in Msryland soon
after the establishment of the Colony in 1634 tho Jewish
communal life in Marylend did not begin until & much later
date, It was in this colony that Jews suffered the greatest

curta:ilman'b of their civil and politicel rights,
Jews settled in Pennsylvania ten years after its

found ing as a colony, (1682) tho the first Jewish settler of

Philadelphia of whom there is & record wag Jonas Aaron (1703,)
The Jewish settlement in Georgis is unique, A few

% : . d
months after the srrivel of Ogelthorpe with his band of

colonists end immedistely after the gllotment of public lands
at Sevannah, & London veesel unexpectadly I.arought farty :
Jewish immigrante (July, 1733), who had orlginallff cu:un;d T om
Lisbon, Ogelthorpe grented & pumber of them publlrilla,i .
| Because commercisl prospects were more &llurirg

-



farther north, a small numpey Of Jewish Colonists in 1748

left Gsorpis, most of Them Ee¥tlsd 4n South Darolins. aas
:

in 1750, a synegogue had been canpleted in Charlestown

Others settled in Virginia where & congregation was founded
id 1791,

The congregations existing in the United States

up to 1825 were the following:
Sheareth Israel 180 New York
Mikveh Isrsel 1744  Savannsh, Ga.
Beth Elohim 1750 Charlestown, S.C.
Yeshuath Israel 1763 Newport, R. I.
Shaaray Shomeyim 1766 Lancaster, Pa,

Rodef Sholom 1780 Philadelphia, Pe,
Mikveh Israel 1782  Philadelphia, Pa,
Beth Sholom 1791 Richmond, Va,

B'nai Isrsel 1823 Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Jewish population of the United States owes its
origin to several waves of immigration more or less distinct,
The first Jewish settlers were Sephardim, some of whom cgme
directly from Portugsl, some indirectly sfter residence in

either Holland, England, Brazil, te Dutch Colonies in South

Emerics or the French Colonies in the West Indies, However,

Ashkenazimtame to America much earlier then is cammonly sup-

posed, The Rodef Sholom Congregetion in
Fpuntil & short time ago was be-

Philadelphia which

received its charter in 180
lieved to be the first German Congregation in America, but

for the statement that it was antidated

there is em thor ity -
ns at Newport and Charlestown.

by Ashkenazie congregatio



CAUSES FOR JRWISE IMMIGRATION 1o AMERTCA

The petty persecutions to whioh Jews wers subjected
in Germany after 1730 resulted in the emigration of 5 large
number to America, chiefly to Georgia, New York and sbove sall
to Pennsylvania, from where some drifteqd out further west

" via the Ohio River.

German Jews were to be found in America as early
as 1712 among the earlier settlers of New York snd Philadelphisa
(see German Jewish Emigration to America - Kohler P 88) and
the records show that they were pr aninent fer beyond their
mmbers in this earlier period, Of the German Jews who came
fo America before the close of 'our Revolutfionary Wer we may

well say that they were above the aversge in intelligence,

end this sccounts in & measure for +heir success, They

joined the shules of the Sephardie Jews for purposes of

worship, tho socially they ;-ained pretty much alcof fram each

other,

+ Polish Jews came to Ameriea. in consequence

Pairs preveiling after the partition

Revolutionsary war held

The Iirs
of the unheppy state of af

- ter the
of Americe, &f
Poland 1772. ; politicael liberty as

' igious and

0 ects of rel ‘

ut elluring prosp iy b0 the Herrassed Polish Jew,
1 ¥

we o ortun
o 8 L e PP £ immigration was started

0
8nd gfter 1783, & gposiy RO

via London,
a .bo mgrica
gnd Polan

whHeh came from Germany




England, which served as g Wy station on the rosd to new

 pporVuniiles 1n now worlds., From that time on there was a

steady flow of Jews to America from Germeny, prineipally from

Bavaria, the Rhine provinces am Alsmes Lorreine, This wave

of German Jewish immigration wes heaviest between 1848 smi 1850
(after the 1848 Revolution) during which period the general
Germen immigration to the United Stetes assumed its greatest
propottions. By 1890 German Jewish emigration had ceased

to be an imp-orta.nt factor, end those German Jews who had
settled here proved like their predecessors, topossessof a
genius for adaptation and adjustment to the new conditions,

By 1870 most of them had already "fourd themselves in America."
The most marked Jewish immigration in the last 36 years since

1882 to the United Staves was from Russia, Roumania, Austria-

Bungary and in the last 15 years also from the Orient.

The chief cause of the tremendous wave of Jewish

immigration fram Russia starting with 1882 were the May

+» N
19“’5, the main clauses of which eeed as follows: As a
i is made of
temporary measure and until & genersl revision i

i t ttle
the legal status of the Jews, they ere forbidden To se

Colonies,

(2) . Until further orde
in the namé of

rs the execution of deeds of

Jews 18 forbidden as well
Sale and mortgage



as the registration of Jews ag lessees of real estate sit

aated outside of tovns snm towmnlets ang also the issuing to
Jews 0f powers of stewardshs
shi.p or atiorney to manage and dis-

pose of such real property,

The May laws may be regarded as an extension of the gen-
eral principle underlying the creation of the Pale.

As & result of the execution of the law ,Jews momix were
forbidden free momement even within the Pale - their contact
with peasantry - their source of economie income was cut off -
and debarimg them from utilzation of land for industrial,
commercial and agmiculture purposes - a senies of wholesale

ezpulosion from the villagers into the towns of the Pale be-

gan onthe ground of illegal residivee.
The Pogroms ©Of 1881 82 which extended in the course

of one year over 160 pleaces in Southern Russia also served

notice onthe Jew that he would be tderated no longex in

Russis snd since this year 1881-2 the Jews have amigrated

in ever growing numbers to the United States until the out-
The the "Curve of Jewish immigration

n

break of the world war.
’ -
has its high end low pointg varying from year to year it has
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S a}?ho VH i Mgwa immigration from the latter two
countries started later than that from Russie, Galician and
Roumenian immigration had been very heavy and steady up to
enibpek oLWORLd Vave  Prow 1881 - 3510 Wheve mesived ix bhs
United States from Russia 1119059 Jewish émigrants - From
Roumania 67059 and from Austria Hungary 281150 making & total
influx of Jewish #migrants to the United States from 1881-1910 ’
of 1,562,800,

It should here also be noted that students of the problem
of immigration have deduced that KKXJewish immigration reveals
some very decided tendencies that are quite different and
distinet when compeared to the general immigration movement.

Some of the principsl characteristics of Jewish immigration

to the United States are as follows.

1. That Jewish immigration consistsessentially of per- !

manent settlers
2. It is a family movement which is ghown by the com-
of women and children

gmallest of any as com-

raritively large proportion

3. Its return movement is the
i ber of total
Pared hoth with the large immigration and the mm ’

Smigrants
e distinguished by & larger

4, The Jewish émigrants 8T
. er of skilled laborers

Telative proportion and absolute numb
JEEE&any other emigrant people --
de

ivid P. 152




Dr. Joseph in summing up his conclusions concerning the char-

acteristies of the Jewigh immigration since 1881 has this to

say.

"Of all the features of the historic movement of the Jews
from Eastern Europe to the United States mot the least interest-
ing is their passing from civilizations whose bonds with their
mediaeval past are still strong to & civilization which began
its course unhempered by tradition and unyoked to the forms-
and institutions of thepast. The contrast between the broad
freedom of this democrocy and the intolerable despotism from
whose yoke most of them fled has given them & sense of appre-

ciation of American political and social institution that 1is

felt in every movement of their mental life"

It should slso be noted here that tho there exist al-

most no reliable statisties coneerning the early waves of Jew=-

ish immigration to this country, I.e. the Bephardie, Polish,

German,it is safe to assume that +he characteristics of per-

mency, and family immigration were true of them - tho they

differed in the following respects.

a
1. They were more 1iterate and 2. were not compose

d peddlars.
of gskilled ariisans being rather amall merchants an. P | :
Mg+ the Jews have mede their specific contribution to

Industrial as-
the po1itical, Civie, Economic, Cultural and

ig so well known as to be even unnec-
iz

Pects of American life

Basar i :
Sary of comment 5 world of "freedom of

Jews in this 1°
How have the s M

ed th
ODportunity" preserved and develop
hiBtOric ' 40 show in our hie
velugsThis we shall ¥ 0

torical enalysis

1ife and their




of the life of the Jews in Cincinnati, & typical American City

with a fairly large Jewish population.

It is important however before proceeding to do this to
analyse the specific social forces which have expressed
themeselves from the earliest settlement of Jews in the country.

The Jews have always represented a complex heterageneous
socisl group in which many distinet groupings were and are

discernable however with no hard and fast lines of demarcation

been
between the groups - the tendency have/rather for groups to

merge into and overlap one another. Tho we shall endeavor
for reasons of elarity to analyse these groups it must al-
ways be remembered that like all other social groups the

misses of Jews do not live as a result of conectous planning
or thinking - they tend to drift, their lives being subject

to all the forces of socieal imitation and assumilation so

characteristic of other groupsS.

Astudy of the heterogeneous forces and factors ofl Jewish

life in America today will of necessity show & much more

ties
elaborate and complex texture than did thefdrces and par
i i - he early Jew=-
among the early Jewish settlers in America = for t ¥
a more
ish settlements in the United States were composed of

o than is true today.

ng largely Sephardim 0
conomic pevel and all fol-~
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were 8ll sirietly orthodex in their daily observences and a;d

nered to the Serhardie sinhag of prayer and order of divine

segvices- their Synarogs were patterned after the old Sephardiec

synagogue of Lurowe - ixample of which are still to be £ ound
today in the Shearith I:trasl Gongregation of New York anﬁ/g%g
Sephardic Congreg:tions in Newport, Charletown and Philadelphie.
When the German and Polish Jews came hers in great numbers
in the early thirties, forties,fifties and sixties of thallast
century they carried along with them their orthodox mode of
life which differed however from the old Portugese settlers
in thet the German Jews observed the kinhag Asikeanaz in their
service ritusal,tho both were strictly orthodox Jews adhering
to the laws of the Shulchan Aruch. By the time the German
and Polish Jews arrived and settled,the Portugese Sephardum
had become quite scclimted t o0 their new environment and

hed given up country peddling and taken to small stores which

grew in proportion to thg?ﬁbility, native, shrewdness to drive

i $steps
to follow both by tradition and 1miﬁation in the foo p
of their Portugese prototypes:

‘ »
However due to these dgifferen

i nati
"ell as differences in countries of
g the gocial superiors of the German

cos in Economic s$ation as

vity the Sephardic

Jews regarded themselves a "polanders”

r and dubbed
-B0d Polish Jews whom they 1umped togethe
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which term when spplied by them carried the meaning of oppro

brium and scorn. Besides they regarded their synagog and prayer-

book ritual &s more rigidly orthodox and hence supertors to

recently arrived brethrens.

James Picciotto himself of Sephardic origin says
comparing the Fortugese :=nd German types in his Sketches of
Anglo Jewish History P Z. "The originzl emigresnts into England snd
Americe from Gecrmany and Poland were undoubtedly placed at a
great disadvantege ns regerds the Spenish and Portugese settlers.
These l:utter were ususlly mcn ot polishecd menners of old aristo-
cratic lineagey the former were uncouth illiterate, narrow
minded and poor." For & long time prejudice against them linger-

ed in the bresst of the pure Sephardi even after the traits that

had inspired this ungenerous feeling had ceased to exist. A

Sephardi —ould no more give his daughter in merriage to one of

his Ashkenazi brethren thsun g Brahmin would heve affianced a

auSkY child otr his TO =& Sudrah.

Tn time the Germsn gnd Polish Jews became more

iic Jewish
8ffluent snd their numbers increased. The Saphardi

antefreshed by nev inc ements of

Population remained static,

- ske dovnl.
imigretion - vhe prejudice s107Y DTP

g the gTOWth of the
n travellior who publishe
"Théy brought along

German Jews, Israel
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powever &8 steff and support
Over unpromisi :
ng beginnings, o
y» Op-

timism, pjoined with sound common sense trust in God
. . od and a
ready arm besides indefategable industry and inexhaustabl
e per-

::Ze:‘z:::i:;fether with those peculiarly Jewish traits economy
In the evalution of the German Jew there must be called
to mind the fact that meny of those who came from the Rhine
regions had been influenced by the currents of religioms re-
formex snd'the denationslizing tendencies of the Emancipa-
tion,and hence they possessed the requisite apperception for the
enlargement and development of Reform Judaism in this country,
especially since Reforms in Judsism made it possible for the
German Jews to adjust more resdily to the sconomical,and poli-

%ical as well as social conditions of their Jewish environment
€ must add to this

KXX the fact that most of these rocent arrivals were young

people who had tasted a little of the modern education at home

&nd who had not yet become immured to the formalisms and legal-
ism of current Orthodoxy. The growing number of Americen born

Voung as well as the heterogeneous character of the early sy~

N0gogal membership frequently composed of Portugese, English

rian, Bohemien and Alse
development and

: tian Jews
Duteh, German ,Polish, Hungé = 5
of religious

"1 of whom represented 2 variety
+ modes of worship who yet

S0cia] culture accustomed to differen
ynagosu

conduicelv

lements
hag 8it side by side in the same S e ,these ele
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motion of unanemity of religious sentiment Or the development

of socialbility amoNng the members. All these conditions plus

the growing economic affluence of the German Jews were fertile
evolution

ground forthe EEXEXXEKKXKX of Reform Judaism in America.

With the coming of the Rumsian, Roumanian, Gal;%ian, Or-
ental Jews to this country since 1881 there have developed a
multiplication of Jewish parties and movements that almost
phase the imagination. Tho the Nonjew still regards the Jews
as a homogeneous social group - there is a vast heterogenerty
in side of Jewish life that seems to be ever growing - this
growth takea/%ggts in the self conscimmousness of the Jew in
the attempts of different groups representing a varying degree
of wealth, social position residence in the United States coming
from different countries where they were subject to the most
diverse forms of social cultural, political and economic in-
fuluences. Each group in its own way endeavoring to cope with
the problem of adjustimg the Jew to a rapidly chamging back
ground. A1l the parties, groupings and movements represented
in American Jewish 1life today whether transported to our shores

from foreign land or concieved of here take their source in

this ims tinctive desire to make Jewish 1ife, selfconscious ,

all are attempts at Jewish group servival under the stimulating yet

" leveling influences of the Democratic State.
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PARTIES, MNOVEMENTS AND SOCIAL RORCES IN
PRESENT DAY ANMERICAN JEWERY.



PARTIES, MOVEMENTS. AND SOcIAL FORCHS

IN PRESENT Day AMERICAN JEWERY.

The fundamental difference ariaing among Jews in America
today proceeds from their attitudes of ming in regard to the
best means of Jewish self preservation. It reveals itself
best in the variety of group affiliations which Jews affect along
religious, fraternal educational, cultural, philanthropie,
recreational, social and even economic lines. It is to be
8een in the large and smmll cities in the greganous tendencies
of Jews to live in close proximity to one another 211 this in
Spite of the fact that the Jew interacts freely and fully in
8very asmcts of the general American life of his non-Jewish
neighbors of which he considers himself an integral part.

Roughly speaking the Jews of America can be divided into two
great classes : A) those that wish t o make avefy effort to con-
time to remain Jews: B) those who feel the task either hope-
less op unnecessary and undesireable and who wish to cease %o be

b i
Jews ang become swallowed up -or merged in the life of Their

nai%hbors.
he rela-
Tho there are no statistics available in regard %o the

' i safely be
*1ve proportion in each group sbove described, it mey fy
0

ieties
S&m)that judging from the numerous forms and varie
; : oh the American Jews have
Jew{ gh Organized self expre’ﬁon whi m* et
8 mano .
“*¥lculated - the first group is in 8 hopele

he BTroup w he Jews and Judaism disappear is
hich wishes to see t
P c



further

also to he/analyzwd into two divisions; a) those who wish to

make the transition from the Hewish to the Non Jewish mode of
living and thinking rapidly and in the course of their own life
time and B) those who feel that this process of éssemilation
and fusion must be gradual; '

The first group of Jews in this country who desire an im@
mediate fusion proceed by cutting themselves off in every way from
Jewish group life,and as individuals to seek affilation with
Non-gewish gooups be they religious, social, or cultural. Inter
marriage is the shortest and safest form that these individusls
take.

The second group mentiomed under this category realizing
the social dangers, physical impossibility, and undesirability
to American life and culture which would result from an imme-
diate fusion do not proceed rapidly. They remain affiliated
members of Jewish group life, particupating more especially in the
philanthropie and social reform movements as they affect the Jew -
with the intention of preventing tie Jews from falling below the

level of self respect and self support and theredby shecking

a slum tendency to develope among their people.  They support

readily the insitutions desling with the ebnormsl phase of the
Jew such as hospitals, homes for aged, Charidies, settlements,

delinquency vocational and trede education helping the Jewish

8ick, orphan and criminal. bwt Believing-as they do in the ulti-

mate fusion of 211 religious and ethniec gourps of which America



18 NOW composed in <the great ilelting Pot Which is Seething here

and in the ultim~te Creationof a homogeneous Americean nation,s
they do not afriliste nor Support the normal, constructive phase
of Jewish life such as Religious snd Educationsl and Cultural
institutions. Members ot this group frequently prompted in
their philanthropic activities by tamily tradition, pride, or
thru imitation of the non-Jews who support similsr phases of
work. ZEven when affiléted with the Temples they sre lukewarm
members motivated in this sftriliation by family inheritance or
tradition.

In contra distinction to the above groups there

are the living masses of the living Jewish people who prompted

by a n-tural,almost instinctive will to live, do 211 in their
power to perpetuate Jewish life and itve values in America.

They prodeed frin the philosophy that the Democratic State not
only permits but also regards favor:=bly the preservation of w@at
is best in the history, religion, culture cnd tradition af each

ethnic group thaet is self-conscious and wishes to continue living

as a part of our American People.

g 3 i ] vathetiec culitmre of Americe,
\his\SPeclflc contribution to the svnth

This it is believed can be bestT eccomplished by each religious

or éthnic group adjusting itselt to the fa

and thru learning TO understand which elements they all share in
common with one another, SO 88 to better cooperate along these

lines. and to also develop mutuel sympathy, respect, and toler-.
L

atiom for each other in those

ctors in the environment,

Each group is desireous ot making



in
elementS/sﬂhich each group is 4i
o Dconspider fferent from the other and which

difference they/vital and WXAERXXEXXH desire to develop in order
to preserve thelr own identity pwvided in the perpetuation and
development of the differences one group does not interfere with
the rights of the other group to do likewise. This newer phil-
osophy of racial social ammilation in Americe is in the making
and has been set forth thus far by the following thinkers
and writers.

John Dewey principles of Nationality, Menorah Journal
September 1917;

H. M. Kallen , Democracy versus the Meltimg Pot, Mation
Feb. 1915;

R. Se Bourne,% Trans Netional America,Atlantic Monthly,

July 1916, slso in Menorah Journsl, Dec- 1916

Norman Hapgood Menorah Journal;Oct. 1916,The Jews g.nd American
; Demo cTacy «

Alfred Zimmern , In Future of America; American Journal

of Socialogy 1912;

Felix Adler, A. Vision of New York as the Demoeratic

Matropolis, 1916;

; e;
J. Collier, Give the Emigrant 8 Chanc

nstitu’ﬁe."an‘
o in his addressso

1914;)

' les I
(Report of People . sartosnian

A n
nd recently by secretary Le r Movements

#.

80d in the newer Americanization 8

Which emphasise this newer Philosophy. netional America-Menorah
and Trans
Randolph BourneS'TheDg:vfalgle.

Journal,
japionality in Bhe

erman- ;
Alfred E. ZAmmMOTRANT g, 1918

Mod ern World -Fenorah



Among this group the Jews of America divide into three divi

sions - all differing as to the question "What to Preserve?"

A) Those who regard the preservation of the Jew in Americs and

Draspora to be possible along religious and cultural lines yt[ %
manly and B) those who assert that the Jews of the Dra.s;:ora.rare

doomed to complete assimulation and only in Palestine developed
as & Jewish autonmous homeland cen the Jew and Judaism be saved
for himself and the world,C) Those who believe that the Jew is
destined to perpetusate himself in all parts of the world, Pales-
ine included but that this development should proceed along
national ethnic politieal and cultural lines rather than limit

itself to merely the religious and eulttgil phases.

There is of course much overlapping #=% duplication to be

found in the analyses asbove given.fhis is due rather %o t he

character of the phenomensx thet we are studying than to the

analytical method of this discussion, Qualitative psychical

dats tha.t\\i,{ constantly evolving c¢an not be rigidly analysed.

To the first group i.e. Religionist belong tne Orthodox Reform

and Conservative wings in American Judeism; to the second group

to the third group the Poale Zion,

the Zioni aists;
ionists and Hebr tralized Nationalish

g, and Hebraists,and Decen
ve @rthodox, Reform or Con-

jon of the Jews as &

the Bundists, the Yiddishist
The Religionists whether hey

at
BGI‘VativB agree that it is the presc‘rv

om of priests and & Holy Nation.

Teligious baedy,as & Kingd



towerds which the Jews should set their face. They emphasise

those forms and expressions of Jewish life whidh are intimately re-

= ted With)an& grow out of the Temple and Synagogue and with

the religious tradition and ritusl of Jewish home and commun-

ity. To follow this tendency out to its logreal conclusions
vould mean to concieve of the Jewish as a religious denomination 1like
the Christians or Mohagedans or Budhists and/;irther subdiviag
them into groupings like Catholics, Protestants, Baptists and
Episcopaleans.

The extreme tendency in Reform Judaism is to regard the Jews

of America for example &8 & religious denomination different

in this respect alonf from the other people and alike in all

other respects, nationally, culturelly and socially.

They would however admit thet the Jews are descended from &

different race and are opposed to intermarriage.

It would take us to £ar afield to discuss the historie

conditions and cause which gaverise to 811 these movements.

We shall merely outliﬁe the specific doetrines of the groups.

REFORMS JUDAISM
PHEORETICAL ASPECT

Jews are a religious seet not & nation

Mission theory
le and divinely ordained

je teachings of the literary

1

2

% Dispersion - des;reab
4 Emphasize the Umsversalist
B

Prophets and gbregated the legal and moral binding



force of the Talmud, Shulchan Aruch and Rabbinic Codes.

5 Regard Judaism as & historie development which ad-

justed itself in every age to the philosaphie, cultural social,

political and economic conditions of the time.

6 Emphasises the study and value of Biblical science and
research which is resulting in the formulation of a8 new Theology
based on Historic development.

The Practical ispects.

1 Abregetion of dietary laws

2 A1l laws for observance of second day holidays abolished

3 Introduction of prayers in the vernacular and revision
of prayer-book omission of prayers for restoration of Zion gnd

Temple sacrifices

4 Introduction of decorum and Aesthetic forms in ritmal

of Temple service

5 Organ and mixed choir in divinpe services
6 Introduced family pews - men and women sit together
7  Abolished the wearing of hats for men at divine service

8 Laws of marrisge and divorce slightly altered especially

in regzrd to Leveazte

wth 1
9 Gave womenequal place =8 men in regulation of Temple

affairs

10 Sponsored and developed the Sabbath and Sunday School

Emphasiging religious Education of girls as well as boys

11 English Sermon featured at divine services.



ORGANIZATIONS MAINTAINED
Union of AmMericsn Hebrew Congregationg

Hebrew Union College and Teachers Inftitute

Department of Synegog and School Extension

Federation of Temple Slsterhoods
Central Conference of American Rabbis

ORTHODOX JUDAISM
Thecretical Aspects

1 TLiteral belief in the divine inspiration of the Bible

2 Belief in the 13 articles of Faith (Maimonides)

3 ®irm bﬁ;féf in Tslmudic and Rebbinic lews as codified
in éhulchan Arach and later codes

& Belief in the return to Zion in Messeanic Age

Practicsl Aspects
1 Rigid sdherence to laws and oustoms and rituasl of daily

1jfe and practice as laid down in Telmud,Shulchan Aruch,

and later Rabbinic codes.

2 laintenence of traditional Synagog ritual and prayerbook.

venoce of Dietary laws

3 Strict obssr
4 Great tenscity and persistenne in preserving old forms

of orthodoX ghatto life.

OECANIZATIONS MAINT

gsocialion of Amer

AINED

ica
Jewish liinistors A

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Semenery
ngregations of America

Union of OrthodoX Jawish Co




United Orthodox Rabbig of Americs

Nizrachi

Jewish Academiociang of Americs

CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

Theoreticsal

1

Judaism and Jew regarded from point of view of historiocal

continuity and evolutionary developmant,

2 A Nodicums of Reform wherever compatable with Rebbinio

interpretation,

3 Palestine as Jewish home land with Deaspora developing

e omp;,;{ mentarily

4 Regard for Jewish tradition

Practical

1 Decorum in Synagog Service

2 PFamily Pews

3 Equal recognition of men and women in synagogsal life

4 Prayer book revisions prayers in the vernacular
Congragational singing

5 English Sermon

6 Observance of Dietary laws, traditional laws of marriage
and divorce circumscision Sabbath and Festivals

7 Introduction of week day congregational Schoel for boys
and girls

8 Institutional Synagog

ORGANIZATIONS MAINTAINED

United S¥nagog



Jewish Theologiaal Seminary

Teschers Instituts

Union of Jewish Women

Zionists

Divided into four mein parties

1
2
3
4
Theortical

Policical
Cultural (Achad Haam)
Poale Zion

Mizrachi

Coumon to all Psarties

1

= wm m»w M

Basle Programme. The Establishment of a legally
assured home land for the Jewish people in Palestine,.

Recognition of Jews as & Netional Kthnic group

Fulles’ development of all phases of Jewish life posw
sible only in Palestine as Cenfer.

Insistence on egual political, civil, religious and
cultural rights for Jews of all lands

Furthering the colonization of Jews in Palestine

INSTITUTIONS COMMON TO ALL ZIONISTS

International Zionist Qongress

Jewish National Fund

Colonial Trust Company

palestenian Colonies and Institutions
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American Zionist organization

Order Bene Zion

Political Zionists

Desire the establishment of s Jewish political State in

Palestine guaranteed by International Leauge of Nations

Cultural Zionists

Believe in

1
2
3
4
5
6

Theories of Achad Hsam

Small Colonization

No need for political Statehood

Culturel autonomy sufficient

Hebrew as National language

Stress the Gultural, secular as well as religious
phases of Jewish group life.

Palestine & spiritual center radiating Jewish influence

to the Deaspora Jewries and world at large

Organizations

1
2

3

Pogle Zion

1

National Hebrew S_chools in America
Histadruth Hoivrith (Federation of Hebrew Speaking

Societies in America)

HBebrew Press of America

Regard Jews as presenting a dual problem as proletanat

and as Jews
Solution thru International Socialism and Palestianean

Center former to solve economic problems of masses
of Jewish workers in Diaspora - latter fo

solva speoific problem as Jews



Believe in Cultural 2nd political development of
Jews in Deaspora on which is dependent the form of
Solution in Palestine
4 Advooate Cooperative ownership of 211 means of pro=
duction and distribution in Palestine by Jewish
settlers,
5 Eoual importance given to Yiddish and Hebrew as Nation-
al language of Jew
6 In Desspors emphasize development of Yiddish literaturs
language and secular Jewish cultural life
7 Initiate National Radical Schools
ORGANIZATIONS MAINTAINED
International Poale Zion Congress
Cooperative Socialistic colonies in Palestine
Yiddish press in Deaspora, Hebrew press in Palestine
Union of National Radieal Schools in Americae
Netional Jewish work ingmens Alliance

Jewish workingmens Socialist Congress

e S < T | BN “SY ™ S S S

Representetion at Socialist Internationale

Mizrachi

Are Zionists
1 Emphasising orthodoxy as basis of Jewish commonwealth.

2 Attempt to Religioniz8 Zionism
3 To propogate Zionism among Orthodox Jews

Organizations Maintained

1 International & Netional Mizrachi org2nizafion

2 Taehkemoni Schools in Palestine



3 Rabbinic Zionist Hebrew Press

Bundists

This is a party of Jewish workingmen founded in Russia
in the days of 1905 and 1907. Revolution.Its cardinal doc-
trine is the preservation of Jewish people in lands of Deaspora
thru the socialization and overthrow of autocracy in all coun-
tries where it is the reigning forn of goverunment - esm cislly
Kussis. They are Déaspora Natiomalists - agreeing in every
particular with the Poale Zion as to Revolutionary, Socialism, and
secuar Yiddish culture for Jews of &all kmnds - excepting
that they do not believe in Palestine as the Center for Jewish
people. Lheir hope is in the Deaspora.

Theif primiary function in the heydays of Russian Re-
volution in 1905, 07 was to revolutionize the Jewish proletariat

and
masses of Russian/Polmdespecielly,Lithuams ani Poland.

Organizations
1 Yiddish radical press in Europe end America

2 Representation at Socialist International

% Arbeiter Ring in America

4 Jewish Labor Unions in America

5 Jewish Socialist Congress

As a direct of fshoot from this group is a par'ly of

Yiddish speaking radical Socislists who are direct assemila-

tionists believing in Cosmopolitan rather than in International

Secialism - for trem therc exist no Jews or Russ$ans or French-



men but proletanats who speak Yiddish, Russ&n, French - ete

all having the same problems the overthrow of Capitalis
tablishment of World wide Socialism. apitaliem and the es-

DRASPORA NATIONALISTS

This is a party which follows the teachings of Dubnow
the great Russo Jewish Historian who in "Die grundlagen des
National Judenthums (trsnslated by Dr. I. Fredlseinder 1905)
emphasises the possibility and desireability of cultural
autonomous development of Jewish life in lands of Deaspora
pcintive out the fact that for such a development and futire
Palestine is unnecessary as the Center besides be regarded as s
Chimera.

They advocate equal rights for Jews in all lands of
Déspora.

2  Secular rather than religious cultural development
in vernacular Vsuch ag Yiddish and Hebrew and in America
English as language madiums.

3 Political fealty to governments where Jews live

4 Encourage Jewish folk songs, music Jewish act,

theatre. and all forms and phases of geetet educational socisl,

fyaternal recreational IXZE and cultural Froup life.

Yiddishists

Is the name'given to those Zionists and Deaspora

' -
Nationalists who regard Yiddish &8 gole snd only national

he masses of the Jewish @ ople.

language of 1
h to be used &8s literary and cultural

@ Who desire Yiddis

medium of Jew in Palestine &S well as Daashora.



3) Who regard Hebrew as the language of the past religious

literature of the Jaws; but whieh is hardly under-

8tood 2nd no where Spoken by masses of Jewish peopla,

They advocate the

1 Development of Yiddish seculsr culturs and literature
1.8+ the franslation of worlds classics in literature,
8ciences, and philosophy, into Yiddish.

Z Yiddish schools and universities

3 Yiddish theatre and Journalism

Hebraists

This party is composed of Zionists and Diaspora Nationsl-
ists who regard Yiddish as a mongrel tongue which has
suffered a mush=room growth and is destined to die -

They advocate

1l Hebrew as the Only Nautional Language of the Jewish People

2 DPFoster the Speaking writing &nd reading of Hebrew in

Diaspora and Palestine
3 lieintein Nafionsl Hebrew schools where sscular culture
is taught in Hebrew
4 Support Hebrew sp2cking clubs and societies, Hebrew
press, Hebrew theatre, etc.
We haeve thus endezvored to analyse the heterogeneous
parties and movements whose influence is felt in the institutions
normes of life etc, of every community where Jews are %o be

i ¥ i
found in relatively large numbers, end which menifest their



fluences on the institutions an¢ phases ARXXAUKEEA of Amer-

jcan Jewish Communal 1life. Infact it is almost impossible to

understand the variety of Jewish institutions, organizations
etec without relating them to these social outlooks of the
different parties and movements in “merican Judaism which gave
them birth =nd whieh continue = to support and develop them.

The ultimate synchronization of all these geruoupings in
g8 harmonious Jewish Communal life developed s=long democratic
lines whefe each party may have the opportunity to develop its
own specific conmtribution to inner Jewish 1life, so that the Jew
and Judaism in America may better make its specific contributions

to the culture of America. This is the problem of American and

other B£33pora Jows.

J% |
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CINCINNATI.

' 1617 - 1918.
STUDIED FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF

COLIMUNAL DEVELOPHENT

"Je N'enseigne pas, Jje raconte"

MONTAIGNE.



PREFACE.,

This_study oT modern Jewish history was undertaken by

the writer, in order to determine to what extent the Jews of Qin-

cinnat%,in the last one hundregd years since their earliest settle~
ment herq,developed along the traditional lines of Jewish Commun-
al imner organization that was characterintic of Jewish 1ife in
the old world from the period of their dispersion in 70 A.C.E.
almost dovm to contempoﬁaneous times.

This problem of communal organization for the Jews
living in Republicen lands is one that will in time commandeer
the careful study and attention of the best minds in Jewry.

¥e have been drifting too long and our adjustment or

L]

rather lack of adjustment is probably one of the primary factors
in the present day disintegration that we see so rampant in the
communal life of our people in America.

What is needed is cormunity study and analysis of the

forces and tendencies of Jewish organized life in America, so that

the facts may be known. This we feel can best be accomplished

thru the medium of & Communal Survex,of all the aspects involved

in the 1ife of the Jewish communitye.
Such a survey should be preceeded and base iteelf on a

historical analysis such as it is my purpose to pregent in this

study. This is essential not alone because we of the present stand
on the ghoulders of the past, and can not even if we will it, escape
from the hereditary ferces which make us the children of our parents

but also for comparative purposes so that we may fully realize just



how much better or worse our work is, than was that of a past
generation, thereby determining one standard as & measure in the
gcale of progresse

It is the hope that what is presented here represents a
lirk in the chain of Jewish continuity and also an. addition to our
knowledge of American gewish history that I take leave to present
it, in partial fulfillment of the requirements of graduation to the

Faculty of the Hebrew Union College.

Respectfully,
B« R. BRICKENER.,
@incinnati,

February 1919.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

It ought neWer be said in historical discussion that a
coertain date marks the end of one period and the begliming of
another for in the events of men in time there really never is any
such artificlal break. Especially is this true when considering
ancient or medizeval history where all the social facts which en-
tered into the making of the period and which should be known be-
fore such an assertion can be made are as yet uhkown, i.e. that
476 marks the Fall of Rome, or that the Middle Aces came to a

close in 1492 - statements which are tc be found in the old history

texts but which modern historians such as Robinson and Seignibes

discard.

However ih order to assist the student of history in com-
prehending and locating historical events and tendencies,it fre-

quently becomes necessary merely as & mechanical device to make

such artificial distinctionse.

For such purposées we shall take the liberty ogdividing

the 100 years of gincimmati Jewish history ihto the follewing per-
iOdSo
1) 1817 Arrival of the first Jewish settler to 1830 the date

which marks the coming in ever increasing numbers of the German

Jews to the citye.
o) 1830 thru the Civil War 1885

%) 1866 to 1881 the gate which marks the arrival of the

Russian snd East Buropean Jew to Cincinnati.

4) 1881 - 1918 The modern periode



JEWS OF CINCINNATI

PIONEER PERIOD
1816 - 1830
Cincinnati, Dec.25th,18453.
Rev. Igsaac Leeser,
Dear Sir:-

In accordance with the requsst to furnish you"with a his-
tory of the settlement of the Jews in Ohio"with much pleasure I at~
tend to that subject, and shall prebably be more minutes than many
would consider necessary: (little did he appreciate how thankful
ve of a later generation are to him for having been so minute in his
recital of the early settlement of Jews in Cincinnati). * You must
indulge me in this weakness, as sverything connected with the settle-
ment of our nation, and the establishment of our holy religion in
¥his city and state renews within me feelings of gratitued and vener-
ation to the great Author of our being, who from a single individual
(Joseph Jonas is here referred to) alone adoring his Unity, has in
a fre years 184% assembled in this holy city two considerable congre-
gations, numbering more than eighteen hundred souls”.

Thus writes the piloneer Jewigh settler to the Editor of the

Occident in thebyear 1843. 1.

In view of the fact that we have no better evidence and nor

& i th

Wore reliable testimony and account of the Pioneer settlement of =]
Jews in Cincinnati, the Queen City of the West, we gshall permit him

1+ Occident Vol.I P.547
" II P. 29, 143, 244

wk




On

to tell the story azs far as it goes (1843) and interpolete From
time to time information which the writer has gathered from various
other sources such ag Congregational minute books and histories
early City directories, newspapers, interview with old settlers,
ete.

It was in the month of Oct. 1816 that a young man arrived
in New York from the shores of Great Britain to seek a home and
8 residence in the New World. This individual's name was Joseph
Jonas from Plymouth, in England. He had read considerably concerning
America and was strongly impressed with the descriptions given
of the Ohio River,and had therefor determined to settle on the
banke at Cincinnati. Thig he was encouraged in by a relative he
met Mk with,in New York. On arriving at Rhiladelphia he was per-
suaded to settle in that city, and took up his residence for a short
time with the amiable family of the late Mr. Samuel Joseph (peace
be unto him). Here he became acquainted with the venerable Mr.

Levi Philips, who took a great interest in him, using many persua-

sive.arguments not to preceed to Ohios. One of them was frequently

brought to his recollection. "Tn the wilds of America and entirely

amongst Gentiles you will forget your religion and your God" .

But the fiat had gone forth,that & new resting place for

the scattered sons of Israel should be commenced, and that a sanc-

tuary should be erected in the great West, dedicated to the Lord of

Hosts to resound with praises to the ever-living God. The individual



solemnly promised the veénerable gentleman nevep to forget his
religion nor forssake his God.. He received his blessing and tak-—
ing kihd leave of the kind friends with whom he had resided, de-
parted for Pittsburg, on the s€cond of January 1817. On his ar-
rival he found navigation of the Qhio stopped by being frozen over.
He procured profitable eémployment during the winter, being a mech-
anic (watbh maker) and at the breaking up of the ice was wafted on
the bosom of this noble river to the rising city of 'Cincinnati,
where he arrived on the 8th day of March 1817. (Two years before
the city received its charter which was in 1819) 1.

[j?ge city then conteined about 8000 inhabitants but the on-
ly Israelite was himself. (If there were any Jews among the popula-
tion prior to his arrival he certainly did not know of it, tho it
is probable that some Jews who had drifted into this part of the
country had inter-married or else were not living as Jews « A cur-
ioug circumstance 2. brings this probility to light. In the year
1821 a dying man by the name of Benjamin Leib_or Lape requested
that some Jews be called to his dying bedside. In answer to his
request Morris Moses and Joseph Jonas appeared in the chamber of
" deaths Drawing near, the dying man informed tham that he was a
Jew by birth, that he had come here when there were no Jews living
in the town, that he had married a Christien, indeed had reared his
children in the Christian faith, but how that he felt his end ap-

Proaching he had them called to his bedside and entreated ;hem to

l. see Cist's Directory of Cincinnati 1841.

2« narrated in Dr. Philipson's "The Jewish Historical Society
Vol.8 1900 P. 43-44 - also in History of Congregation Bene Israel

Pe 26-27



grent his dying mizk request and to bury him as a Jew according
to the rites of the Jewish faith. His wish was fulfilled.

Continuing his marrative Jonas writes "With the assis-
tance of the God of his ancestors he soon became established in
a lucrative and respectable business and his constant prayer was,
that he might be a nucleus around whom the Tirst congregation
might be fowrmed tc Wrship the God of Israel in this great western
territory. Solitary and alone he remained for more then two years
and at the solemn festival of our holy religion in solitude he
was obliged to commune with his laker. Some time in ﬁeoember 1818
his heart was delighted with the arrival of his lamented and ever
valued friend David Israel Johnson (from Portsmouth, England) with
his wife and infeant childe. But they were bound for Brookville,
Indiana, and again for a while solitude was his portion.

In the month of June following (1819) three members of
our nation arrived, viz. Lewin Cohen of London, Barnet Levi of
Liverpool, and Jonas Levy of Exeter, England, and the following

P oprage ti_!_: (1819) wers :duly solemnized without a Hinyan in Cincin-
nati, and probably in the Western Country, for the first time.

My friend De.I.Johmson being surmoned from Brookville, joined us

on this occasion. It was he who was the Kol Nidre Chazan conduc-

ting the serviced in a pleasing manner. A Tew days afterwards the
golitary sojourner was joyfully recompensed by the arrival of his

brother, Abrahem-Jonas, his sister and her husband, orris and Sarah



T . 2 . ! .
Hoses. There also came with them Philip Symonds, his wife and

Child) all from POI’tSlJOch, Engla,nd. We began from this time forth

to form a community of TIsraslite.

The fii;; directory of Cincinnati ever published was is—
sued in 1819, 'contains the name of Joseph Jonas, silversmith 121 Hain
S5t, on P« 128. The name of Lape or Leib is not mentioned, neither
does it contain any other Jewish names. It states however that
Joseph Jonas was one of the officers of the Cincinnati Royal Arch
Chapter of Masons having been one of the officers of the first
Vaile. The directory of 1825 further mentions Joseph Jonas as one
of the Past Masters of the Miami ldasonic Lodge No. 48, founded in
1818.

In 1819 the first Jewish child to be born in this country
west of the Alleghany mountazins was the son of David I. and Eliza
Johngon born at Connersville, Feb. 21, 1819. Connersvills and
Brookville were frontier stations to which the Indians came to
change furs and other products with the whitee for ornaments and
money. It was here that Phineas Johnson had gone to settls about
the same time Jonas arrived in Cincinnati. It was he who tried to
persuade Jonas to leave Cincinnati and go on with him to Conners-
ville but not succeeding he went on alone later inducing his bro-
ther and sisterinlaw to come and join him. However, two years of

bitter experience contending with the hardships of a frontier

gtation convinced David I. Johneon to join the small Jewish settle-



ment in CGincinnati. 7Tt wes here that the fipst Jewish child

ever born in Cincinnati fipgt saw the light of day. It wag

a baby boy that was born to the young couple on June 2, 1821, the
late Frederick A, Jolmson who died on Jan 20, 1893 having attained
the age of 72. %hw fiwsk In view of the fact that there was no
liohel in the midst of the small group of Jewish pioneers to perform
the Abrahamic rite of circumscision, it was not administered until
6 years later when the ribLe was Derformed to the two brothers, one
eight (who was born in Connsrsville) and other six, and they were
duly circumscised. 1. The first Jawish girl to be born in Cincin-
nati and west of the Alleghsnies was born to the same proud parents
in 1823. She later became lirs. Selina Abrahams and was well known
in this city where she Spent all her life.

"In 1820 arrived Solomon Buckingham, lioses Nathan and Sol-

omon Minken all from GermanEJand the B0%31B DP1" of #3320 were sol- 70’

ermized in due form with the legal number (this time) and & Sepher
Forah. In 1821 arrived Sclomon Moses, from Porismouth, England. In
1822 arrived Phineas Moses and Sarmel Jonas anoterh brother of the

ko te G
solitary and now were our hearts rejolced for the prospects of a

permanent congregation were mar at hand. During the ensuing year

1823 arrived Simeon Moses from Barbadoes and Morris and Joseph Sy-

We are now arrived on 'terre fer-

monds from Portsmcouth, Englande. Ansmh Sao

ma' and have official words for reference.
Pt

[On the 4th of January 1824 a mqjority of the Israelites

R
—_—

l. see Hahn's article on The Primitive Jewish Settlements in America

in Ameprican Jews Annual 1887.
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On the 4th of January 1824 a mejority of the Israslites
in Cincinnati assembled at the residence of iorris Moses who was
called to the chair and Joseph Jonas appointed secretary; when
the following proceedings took place, and the subjoined preamble
was agopted. "Whereas it is the duty of every member of the jewish
persuasion, when separated from a congregation to conform as near
as possible to the worship and ceremonies of our holy religion,
and as soon‘as a sufficient number can be assemblad to form our-
selves into a conrregation for the purpose of glorifying our God
and observing the fundamental principles of our faith, as devel-
oped in the laws of lioses. ilth these impressions the undernamed
persons con .ened at the residence of ilorris Moses, in the city of.
Cincinnati, State of Qhio on the 4th day of January 1824, corres-
ponding to the fourth of Shebat 5584."

Present . Morris lioses, Joseph Jonas, David I. Johnson)
Jonas Levy, Solomon l0OsSes, cimon Moses, Phineas lioses, Bamuel
Jonas, Solomon Buckingham and Horris Symonds."

sundry preparatory resolutions were adopted, & conmittee oh
Gonstitution and by laws apiointed, end the chairmen suthorized
to summon every member of the jewish persuasion. We then find the
following proceedings officially recorded.

"In accordance with a resolution of a convention which

met at the residence of Morris Moses, in the city of Cincinnati,

atats of Ohio on the 4th day of Januayy 1824, corresponding with the

4th of sShebe > 5584, & full conventien of every male of the Jowish
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persuaslon or nation was conveneg &t the house of the eforesaid
liorris lioses in the saig City and state on the 18th of January
1824 corresponding with the 18th day of Shebab 5534.

Presérdt Joseph Jonas, Morris Hoses, Davig T. Johnson,
Philip Symonds, Abraham Jonas, Jonas Levy, Solomon Buckingham,
Solomon Minken, Solomon iioses, Phinesas Mosesg, Samuel Jonas, Simeon
Moses, WMorris Symonds, Joseph Symonds, Horris Moses being in the
chair and Joseph Jonas, Secretary, a constitution and by laws
were adopted and the following officers duly elested. Joseph Jonas,
Parnass; Phineas Moses and Jonas Levy, vestrymen, Resolutions
were then passed to procure a room and to fit it up as & temporary
Place of worship."Thus wes Tormerly launched the Ffirst symagogue
in Cincinnati which has continued to our day under name of K.X.
Bene Israsl.

The Cincinnati Directory of 1825 gives proof of the fact
that a room was procured as a temporary place of worship. It
says among places of worship in Cincimnati "there are twelve Chur-
ches in Cincinnati, two for Pﬁgbytsrians, two for liethodists, one
for Baptists, one for Episcopaleans, one for Friends, one for Ger-

man Lutherans, one for Wesleyan Methodists, one for Catholics, one

for New Jerusalem and one for Africens. The Scotch Presbyterians

hold worship in the College Chapel and the Universalists hold wor-

The Jews occupy a part of a

ship occasionally in the Court House.

Private dwelling for divine worship." There is no place perhaps

on earth, it adds containing the same nunmber of sects of divine
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worshlppers, where greater harmony exists on the account of re-

ligious principles than in Cincinnati”.

This spirit of religious tolerance and mutual cooperation

and respect for one another has continued to be characteristic

of the people of Cincinnati to the present day.

of Jews.

The same directory malkes mention of the following names

David I. Johnson - merchant Elm between Third and Fourth St.

Englishe
Abraham Jonas - auctioneer Broadway b.Fifth and Harrison

store 101 lMain St.

EnﬁliShc
Jogeph Jonas - watch maker Broadway b. Fifth and Harrison

ghop 117 Main St. - English.
Jonas Levy = watch makesr and gilversmith. Lower karket.

EﬂgliSho

Phineas Moses - merchant Broadway b, Fifth a1d Sixth

store 1792 laine. English.

Solomon Moses - merchant Broadwaybe Fifth and Harrison-e

English-

Solomon Moses = marchant Sycamore b. Third and Fourth Sts.

gtore 179 Main St. Engliah-

Mloges and Jonas = auchbioneers 101 Main St.

S.& P« MoOBES - merchantcs 170 Main

Eleazar Symonds = merchant residence 88 Main Ste



Store 29 Lower Market. English.
Horris Symonds - merchant 38 Lower Market. Bnglish,

In the course of thisg narrative it should also be
reported that the year which saw the foundations laid for the
first synagomue in Cincinnati also Wwitnessed the first Jewish
marriage to take place in this city. This union took place be-
tween Morris Symonds and Rebekah Hymans who were married on Sep-
tember 15, 1824 by Josevh Jonas. Three other couples were married
before the year 1830 when these events became more frequent.viz.

narried
Simeon ifoses and Jane Joseph, mam=sd by David I. Johnson Nov. 21y,
1827. Phineas lioses and Elinor Blach married by Simon Bloch May
4, 1829, and Abraham Jonas and LouisaBloh merried on Oct 11,1829
by Simon Bloche.1.Tho it seem a bit strange to us that a layman
should tie the knot in marriage let it here be stated that this
was and is in entire conformance with good Jewish tradition and
teaching.

"EFrom the period of the arrival of the first Israelite
in Cinocinnati continues Mr. Jonas bo bhis date (1843) the Israselites
have been much esteemed and highly respected by their fellow citi-
zéns. Many persons of Nazarene faith residing from 50 to 100 miles
from the city hearing there were Jews Living in Cincinnati came
into towmn for the special purpose of YLEIhg, Wall. SCRRSERARE With
aome "of the Children of Israel, the holy people of God" «

: =0 .
1. seo Philinson History of Congregation Dt TRroSL. el Bl



One old Quakeress said to Lip. Jonas,"Art thou a Jew? Thou art

one of God's choseh peonle. Wilt thou let me examine thee?"
She turned him round and round and at last exclaimed,"Well thou

art no different than other people.”

Jonas in commenting upon the attitude which the Zews
should tale in the New VWorld says, "From the experience which we
have derived by being the first settlers of our nation and religion
in a new country we arrive at the conclusion, that the Almighty
wiill give his people favor in the eyes of all nations, if only
they conduct themselves as good citizens in a moral and peligious

point of view, for it is already conceded to us by our neizhbors

that we have the fewest drunkards, vagrants or individuals amen-

able to the laws of any coumunity according to our numbers in this

city or district of the country; and we also appreciate the respect

and esteem those individuals are held in, who duly conform to the
principles of our religion, gspecially by a strict conformity to
our holy Sabbath and festivals."

It is surely interesting to note that as early as 1843
the Jews of this city had established for themselves an¥ enviable

record es model and law abiding citizens and that as a result of

this had won the esteem of their non-J ewish neighbors. This is
a tradition which the Jews of cincinnati have cherished and lived
by to the present daye.

" The original founders of our congregation were principal-

ly from Great Britain, and consequently their mode of worship was



/%

after the manner of the Polish and German Jews" attesting to the
fact that our early population was come originally fTrom Poland and
Germany to Englund which was for so many Jews merely a station be-
fore their departure for the New Vorld. Jonas continues "but being
all young people they were not so prejudiced in favor of old cus-
toms as more elderly people might have been and especially as sev-
eral of their wives had been brought up in Portugese congregations.
Jonas no doubt in his allusion to the wives of some of the members
being raised in Portugese Congregations has reference I think to
the daughters of the well known Portugese minister of Philadelphia
Mendel Seixas who gave his two daughters Lucia Orah and Rachel in
marriage to Abraham and Joseph Jonas respectively and who departed
their lives shortly after their betrothal, the former in 1825 and
the latter in 1827. It may also have been the case that some of the

other members had married daughters of Portugese Jews in London but

we have no record of this."

As presult of the above mentioned conditions Jonas states
"that we therefore introduced considerable ghorus singing into our
worship in which we were joined bybthe sweet voices of the fair
daughtere of Zion, and our Fridey evening service was well attended
for many years as the Sebbath morning”. This innovation of Congre-
gational singing in which the women joined may be said to have been

the beginning of Reform as itwas gtrictly in violation of the accep-

ted Opthodox traditions of synagogal ritual.

S S
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At length however large congregations of our German

brethren settled among us. Again our olg customs have conquered

and the sweet boicespf our ladies ars seldom heard, but we so far

prevailed as to continue to this day (1242), the following beauti=-

ful melodies; the 20th Psalm¥'17-V1D10 yhion ic chanted as the

procession slow1¥,2;ﬂceeds to deposit theSspher Forah in the ark,
also the En Kelohemu ¥3 I *® and after the services concluded
none attemnpt to quit their seats until the beautiful -hymn Adon @lom

55'4’?|!1ﬁ' "Universal Lord" is finished, being sung by all the
Congregation in full chorus.

Bernard Bettman who until his death (1915) 1. was very
prominent in Jewish Communal as wekl as civic life of the city
in commenting upon the motives for the settlement of the early
German and Polish Jewish pioneers says as follows in an address
at the opening exercised of the Hebrew Bnion College(1912).

"Tt is within the memory of men standing inthis place today
that the first few isolated Jewish settlers in the seabords of this
country were joined by a large and constantly increasing immigra-
tion of.hheir co-religioniste who came to seek and find in this
fair land of freedom the rights which were deprived them in coun-
tries that gave them birth. As a. rule: they came poor, rich only
in indomitable energy strict integrity and habits of industry and
economy, they were used to hamd work and they toiled."

The Cincinnati Directory of 1829 notes one synagogue

which it lists among the religlous PERHDL AR, 5 he ol

1.for Biography see Hebrew Union College lionthly Nov. 1915.

1 =&
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The same directory locates the Jewish Synagogue at 4th St. between

Sycamore and Broadway- Joseph Jonas Parnss. (This is a mistake
it should read - on East side of Broadway below Sixth St.

Along in the years between 1820 - 30 thers also arrived in
Cincimnati some Dutch Jews by the name of Jacob L. Workum who also
brought his wife Sarah with him. They came via New Orleans and
up by boat over the iississippi and Ohio Rivers, Alsoc a number
of Alscatian Jews came during this period prominent among whom were
the Mager family.

Tho the Synagogue had been started and the Jewish settlers
were progpering they were unable to maintain & Chazan and Sﬁlhet

and hence the services were read and chanted in rotation bylMessrs.

David I. Johnson, Horris leses and Joseph Jonas. The Congrega-
tion had purchased buriral ground three years previous to the organ-
izaticn of the Congregation and at this time, Jonas Levy was the
Schochet. The congregation elected hiessers. Morris Koses and
Davrid I. Johnson Parnass and Gabah Bor the year 5586 about which
time Nicholas Longworth from whom the cemetery ground had been
acquired gave the Congregation a piece of land adjoining the bu-
rial goound. During this year a committee was appointed to corres-
pond with several congregations for the purpose of procuring aid

aid from other Jews in order to build a Synagogues. Applications

%;x this time says Jonas were responded to from Charleston, S.C.

and a remittance forwarded to us of one hundred dollars, also



fifty dollars from Benjamin Elkin of Barbados W«I. The names of

all the donors were duly recorded - twenty dollars were also

received from Joseph Andrews of Philadelphia. Some time in the
year 5588 the corresponding butlding Committee reported 16 lbs.

28, equal to $71.55 received from the congregation of Portsmouth,

Englande

The copy of the letter which the Congregation sent to
Charleston $S.C. appealing for funds was found by Dr. Philipson
Its historical ®alue is of paramount importance and so I take the
liberty ofreproducing it here.
To the Elders sxhkExi¥mwisi of the Jewish Congregation of Charleston:
Gentlemens

Being deputed by our Congregation in this place, as their
Committee to address you in behalf of our Holy Religion, separated
as we are and scattersd thru the wilds of America as children of the
same family and faith, we consider it as our duty to apply for assis-
tance in the erection of a House to worship the God of our forefathers
agreeably to the Jewish faith. We have always performed all in ou r
power to promote Judeism and for the last four or five years, we
have Gongregated where a flow years before nothing was heard but
the howling of the wild Beasts, and the more hideous cry of savage

men. e are well assubed that meny Jews_are lost in this country

from not beins in the neighborhood of a Congregation, they often

marry with Christians ad their posteriby 1ose the trus worship of

————
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God forever. e have at this time a room fitted up for

& Bynagogrue
two manuscripts of the law, and a burying ground in which we have
already interned four perscns, who but for us would have lain among
Christiens. One of our members aleo acts as v;ﬁQShoehat. It will
therefore be seen that nothing has been left undone,mhich could be
performed by eighteen assessed and six unassessed members. Two

of the decoased persons were poor strangers and buried at the
expense of the congregation, one of whon was brought to be inter-
ned from Louisville, zr® a distance of nearly 200 miles.

To you gentbien we are mestly strangers and have no fur-
ther c¢laim on you, than that of chikdren of the same faith and
family, requesting your pious and laudable assistance to promote
the decrees of our holypReligion. Several of our members are how-
ever well known beth in Philadelphia and in New York, namely
Mp. Samuel Joseph formerly of Philadelphia, liessrs. Hoses and Jonas
and Mr. Joseph Jonas, the two lr. Jonas's have both married daugh-
ters of the late Rev'dGershom Nendes Seixals of New Yorks There-
fore with confidence we solicit your aid to this truly pious under-
taking, we are unable to defray the whole expsnse and have made
application to you as well as the other principal congregations in
America and England, and have no doubt of ultimate suctess.

It is also worthy o?4emank that there is no congregation
within 500 miles of this city and we presume it is known how each

of agcpss (these were days of no railroads either, it was ohly by
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river route that Cincimmati was accessable) we are to New Orleans
and we are well informed that had we a synagogue here, hundreds from
that city who how know and see nothing of their religion would
frequently attend here during holidays (and they might have added
come here to live)
With sentiments of respect and esteem, we are,
Gentlemen,
Your obed' serv'ts
S, Jeseph; Cha.
Joseph Jonas.
D. I. Johnson.
Phineas l{oses.
I goertify the above is agreeable to a Resolution ofthe Hebrew
Congregation of Cincinnati.
July 3,1825. Josgeph Jonas, Parnass
The subscription Committee continued to appeal for funds
during year 5589 subscriptions amounting to %280 were collected
from Jewd of New Orleans. During the monthe of July 5589 = 1829
the Congregation purchased a lot of ground on the East side of

Broadway below Sixth Street, on which they later built their

Synapgogue in 1834.
During the month of aupust 1829, Messrs. Joseph Jonas,

David T. Johnson-and Phineas lMoses wWere appointed a special Committese
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to draft a constitutisn for the purpose of procuring a charter

and on the eishth of January 1830 iorris Symonds, Josevh Jonas
liorris Moses, David I. Johnson, Solomon Moses, Joseph Symonds,
Phineas lloses, Abraham Jonas, Samhel Jonas, Samuel De Young
Henry Hyman, Simon Bloch, David Lewis, Simon Symonds, Bernard Le
Jeune, Lewis Bevi and RBenjamin Silvers and a2ll other Israelites
who may apply and their successors were by an act of the general
assembly of the State of Ohio declared to be "constituted a body
corporate and politic,under the name and style of Kal Kodesh
Beneh Israel according to the form and mode of sorship of the
Polish and German Jews in Cincinnati" and on the 5th of September
following, coreesponding with the 11th of Elul 559p, the requigi-
tions of the charter were complied with and following named gentle=
men were duly elected to the sevsral offices attached to their names,
which fice officers form the vestry.

Morris Moses, Parnas (Werden Senior)

Bernard Le Jeune, Gabah Zedokah.

Benjamin Silvers, Gabah Bebh Hiam, (Warden Junior)

Joseph Symonds, Rreasurer.

David G. Seixas, Secretary.

It is interesting to note that one of the officers was design-
atod as Gabah Zedoksh or Chairman of Committee on Charity (Relief)
showing that at this time what we today term social service and

chatimty were still integral parts of the synagogue in 1830.
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This was espscially true of the Portugese and English
Synagocues, for such was their traditiocn.

All Benevolent and aid functions, burying the dead,
feeding the hungry, distributing Hatzos to the poor for Pesach,
vigiting and nursing the sick, clothing the naked and educating the
young in the religion and traditions of their people were all

agspects of an active add well organized synagogue.
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DEVELOPIE NT FROM 1830 CIVIL WAR 1865
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The earliest record of seatholders at this date 1830
of the congregation show it to have consisted of 32 males and
20 female adults a total of 52.

During the Years 1826 - 32 the small congregation sus-
tained & severe loss in the deaths of Samuel Joseph (1826)
and also the wives (2) of Messars Jonas who were sisters
(1826-27) and Simon BLock (1832) who had filled the office
of Parnas and volunteered for a considerable time as Shoehel
and Mohel. He had come from Richmond Va. to settle among
the Jews of Cincinnsati.

Mr. Joseph Jomas in his account tells us that nothing
of any importance took place from 1830-34 excepting a gradual
increase of the population (mostly Germsns).

In 1834 Messw®rs Joseph Jonas, Elias Mayer and Phineas
Moses were appointed & building committee of the congregation
with full powers to raise additionel funds, collect materials,
meke contracts ete. It is with gratification that the Con-
gregation recorded the donations of $25.00 each from 52 fel-
low citizens, gentlemen of the Christian faith.

In view of the organio connections and strong social
bonds which the congregation maintained with their brethren
in the other cities of the United States and Europe - fur-
ther appeals for assistance were graciously met - collec-
tions were teken up and sent from Baltimore, Philadelphia

New York. The congregation Shearith Israel of New York



sent five large brass chandeliers which "Should the Congre-

gation refuse to use them were to be retﬁrned"hthey were used

with much pleasure. With loans from the city banks and the
money already collected the Congregation was enabled to build
its synagog - and on July 11, 1835 corresponding to 1l4th
day of Sivwen 5595 "the foundation stone was laid with suitable
enclosures and inscriptions and with all due form and cere-
mony attended with prayer - Itwas solemnly deposited in the
presence of the building Committee and members by the Rev.
Joseph Sesmuels our venerable pastor” who was the first Rabbi
and Reader of the Congregation - he passed away a few years
later.

The officers for the year 5596 during which year the
Synagog was completed were Joseph Jonas Parnas,Flias Mayer
Gobsh Zedoksh, Pheneas Moses Treasurer Building Committee,
Benjamin Moses Gabah Beth Hiam Morris B Mann Secretary.

The Synagog building is described as being eighty
feet in length thirty three in breadth and having a hafdd-
some Doric front. The synagog provided a balcony for the

women - it was built in accordance with gtrict orthodox

ritual.
On the 9th of September 1836 the building was offi-

cially consecrated and dedicated; many of the Christian Clergy

and friends were present to witness the ceremonies.

Even as late as 1830 says Mr. Jonas "thru-out the whole



Mississippi Valley from the Alleghany mountains to the city

of New Orleans, included, excepting Cincinnati, not a single

community of Israselites is to be found, tho numerous Jewish
families and individuals were located in all directions, but

not another attempt at Union and the worship of our God appesred

to be dead in their hearts”

In 1837 during the time ir which Mr. Morris Moses
was Parnas, the Congregation bought the adjoining lot of gpound
and added it to the Cemetery with a "Metaher House" {'where the
ritual attentionwag given to the corpse before burial)

True to their traditioms that Jewish life could not
be perpetucted without the religious education of the young
the synegog established a Hebrew School in the basement of its
building. Mr. David Goldsmith was appointed the first teachex.
The records of the Congregation dating back to Sept 6th, 1363

show that My. David layer was elected Parmas. Rev. Hertz

Judah>H&Sam)and Rabbl.and Mr. David Goldsmith Bhochel and

Shamas which positions he filled in conjunction with thet of

Hebrew teacher. The Ghazen and Reader gupervised the supply

ha : ides per-
of Kosher meat, distributed By the Motzos, etc; besides P

fOrming his own dmties as ReadeT.

d no doubt become affluent and

The congregation ha

£ ~ious
8lt that it was essential thet t

he Communal and relis

i support of
8ffairs of the community required the election and Supp

the religious dignitaries above referred 1o

given the congregation in

An opportunity was 810



this year 10 reciprocate for the kindness ang financial sup-

port shown it by the Charleston congregatioqé few years be-
fores  The synagog of the latter congregation had been cone
sumed by & fire and when the appeel reached Cincimnsti for

aid $119.50 was immedistely raised and forwarded to Charleston,
idspite of the fact that the Cincinnati Congregation was still
heavily indebt on its own synegog.

During 1838 the community began to branch out into
other forms of commu&ﬁl organization besides congregationsal.
In this year was organized and incorporated the"Hebrew Bene -
ficent Society of Cincinnatil! They maintained a burial
ground for the poor. Their dues were $3.00 & year - and
their membership in 1842 amounted to 140 . The society was
orgenized for mutual aid purposes, if any of the members
were prevented from attending to their several avocetions,
thru sickness or accidents, they are entitled to demand four

dollars & week "the officers were Horris Moses and Philip

Symonds Gapshim - Simon Crouse, treasurer, Henry Hart, sec-

retary - Itshould be pointed out that the term @opah (presi-

dent or Head) which we find they used was carried over from

the 0older communal, Jewish organizetions in Burope whose of -

ficial heads were similarly designeted. It is frequently

; ho
maintained in recent times that it Was the Russian Jews W

i hall have
the fact above quoted and other ipstances which Wwe sha



occassion to mention in the course of this paper will prove
that the early German or Polish Jewish immigrants were the
true initialors of this form of Jewish Organization. It was
- all in accordance with the olden spirit of Jewish communal
organization for the Jews to systematize and make provision

for their own inner communal life as well as in thoro obedi-

ence with the promise the Jews gave to Peter Stuyvesamt. In wams
the same year there were organized two other societies by the
Jewish women - the one "The Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society"
composed altogether of the wives and daughters of the older |
so called Portugese and English Jews (the latter being in fact
descendants of German and Polish Jews who settled first in
England before coming to Americal and who had come 1o Cin-
cinnati as pioneer Jewish settlers. Thesa'regarded the German
and Polish Jewiéh settlers whowaerrivel in Cincinnati was more
recent, as beneath them socially and finencially - they were

dubbed ™ Polanders", asnd tho social intercourse &mOLg the men

was much more easy - among the mamen there was & decided line of

fovial demarcation. It was for this reason thet we find the

=) n
organization of "the Germen Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society

| d society. The
Occurring simultaeneous with the above mentione y

Purpose of both of these societies was to assist distressed

p fee being $3.00 per
r month. Both

Widows and wm orphans. The membershi

year . collected in installments of 25cents pe

i il the early
Organizations continued to prosper 81d exist unti

8ixtios,



Meanwhile immigration especially of the German Jews was
growing. Between 1838-1840 the young German Jews had become
do numerous in Cincinnati thet they gquite outnumbered the older
gsettlers. These immigrants came chiefly from the smell vil-
lages of Bavaria, and Baden. This immigration wes caused hot
merely by the oppressive legislation against Jews by the Germsn
government but largely I believe &8s & result of the wonderful-
ly ettractive letters which their Americen relatives sent to
the folks back home of the womderful possibilities =2nd oppor-
tunities in this country. Most of these immigrants were young -~
folkes in search for opportunities, but meny were young betrothed
couples Ex who were prohibited under one of the laws of Bavari
and the Duchy of Baden to merry. These couples came here and
married soom after ladding. The German immigration continued
to grow and became stronmgest between 1848-56 especially during
the turbulent days of 1848 in Germany. The extent of the Ger-
man Jewish migration is indicated by the fact noted by the
Germsnwyiter Gerstacker in his Amerikanische Wold und

1 ]
Strombilder published in 1849 who after many years residence

and travel in America says; that only one twentieth of the

L]

German immigrants to America were Christians. This in spite

0f the fact thet the journey across the ocear was long and

tedious and accompanied by many dis comforts especially for

s The
Jews who wers poor and observers of the dietary laws

3 P 649
1 See Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums Yol 13



trip to Cincinnsti after arriving in New York was generzlly mmde

either to New Orleans by boat and then up the Mississippi ana
Ohio, or ¥o Pittsburg via the canals system, which was extensive-
ly used in those early days muiek weg before the over land rail-
roads, then via stage coaches over the mountains to Pittsburg and
from Pittsburg via boat in the Spring Summer or Fall for during
the winter thi Ohio was gemerally frozen over , up the Ohio river
to Cincinnati .

These immigrants became peddlfrs for they were not
artisans and besides had beem &ccustomed tc peddling or were
small village merchants in the 013 country. Their peddling
tours frequently carried them away over large tracts of territory
and led to new Jewish settlements near & far. Thus Jonas records
in 1843 the first settlement of Jews and the founation of a
congregation in Cleveland, CuyahogaCounty Ohio situated on the
shores of Lake Erie , this he prophesies is likely to be & very
thriving sattlementaé itis in & very wealthy portion of the State:
That his predictions have been more than fully realized 1s
elear. In order that these newer immigrents should De ab}e to
receive sccomodations in the way of board & Loagiag HunardEs

Jewish boarding houses arose the most prominent being the one of
Wolf Fechheimer located at 5th and Bycamore where the Xo cdlled
"bessere Deutschen” stopped.

The Jewish population of Cincinnati increased from &

_2000 in 1843-44 and jump%d to
jon of 155,000

few hundred in 1830 to 1800 |
4000 bhetween 1849-54 4in a total populat

3 See Wiser Remaniscences P F3Y wise P153 also table showing

2 lax B, May Biography of Isaac M. . .
: Biograpay nnati
growth onyewish population in Cincl



During the year 1841 the congregation Bene Isrsel

flourished. It became necessary to erect additional seats and

enlarge the ladies balcony. Several additional Séfer Torahs

were procured and placed in the ark with due ceremonies. ‘%he
seating capacity of the synagog was now tio hundredsnd fifty
for men snd one hundred for women. During the year 5601

Mr. Elias Mayer was elected Parnas, the Hebrew School was
reorganized and improved and Mr. David Barmerd oppointed
teacher.

In the same year the Rongregation suffered the loss
of Mr. David I. Johnson who had been the second-Jewish settler
of Cincinmati and truly devoted to the interests of the com-
munity.

A departure of great significance took place during
the year 1840 which I wish to note here. Toward the end of
the thirties there were in and about Cincinnati a number of
Young and energetic German Jews who altho religiously in-
olined were not altogether favorably impressed with the strict-

1y orthodox ritusl of Bene Isrsel Synagoge

Most of these young people had emigrated from Bavar-

ia, Wirtemburg and Baden where they had come under the influen=-

i the teachings of
¢e of the Germsn Reform movemend especially the . 2

Rabbi Leopold Stein of Burgkunstad® and Frankfort. Their

set-
dissatisfaction was heightened by the fact that the older se

tlors taunted and 1ooked down on the yourger inmigrents and

1 See Mays I. i. Wise P« 159



orystalized in the fouration of another Congregation which

they called K. X. Bene Yeshurun, They elected S. B Levy
¥ ’

Presideny, Mr. flanser, Temporary Minister and adopted the
Polish Minhag.  The congregation first worshiped in a rear

room of Mr. Workums house on Third St. between Sycamore and

Broadway. On February 28th, 1842 the wrngregation was du-
1y chartered.

We shall have occassion to recur to the History of
this congregation in a lster chaper.

The year 1842 witnessed the esteblishment cf adew-
ish Sundey School in Cincinnati and one of the first in the
country. It was on the 24th of April that & number of lad-
ies of the congregaticn Bene Israel met at the vestiry room
and commenced the esteblishment of this school, Hominating
Mrs., Louisa Symonds their first superintendent. Some %ime
later finding that this new task seriously interfered with
other duties, she resigned her office when by an unanimous
vote of the teschers Mr. Joseph Jonas was requested to su-

Perintend the school. The School had & registration of

forty two pupils whiech number was steedily increasing. The

subjects of instruction were no doubt Jewisi Biblical history

8nd catechism. No sooner had the gchool gotten well under

way then the "Rebbonim" or Melamdim "pearing t hat their

°raft wag in denger" launched & bitter campeign of hostility

3 ] result
828inst the school for meeting on Sunday with the

"that most of the Germasn and SOme Bnglish childre
1

n are pre-

Private teachers
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yented from attending thus started the everrgaging controver-

gies withowt which the Jewish community never seems to be able

to do without.

1843
the Hebrew Benevolent

Society was formed, its first President was Ir.

In the month of Heshvan 5603

Phineas Noses
with a membership of seventy and growing prospects. It seems

that the ambition for becoming Preskdent of semething or other
was gotting the better of some leading Jews in the community.
The religious status of the community in 1843 are best
déscribed by Mrx. Jonas himself.
"The congreg:ztions in this city are continuslly increas-

ing their character stands high for morality, homesty znd

sob;iety,sorry am I to say that I cannot state the same of
many of them from e religious point of view. If only & few
of the most able and respectable would commence sincerely
keeping their Sabbaths and Festivels, it would have consider-
able influence on the mizds of their erring Bretheen" It
does seem as if.history repeats itself for the characteriza=~

igi i 1 §
tions made at later periods of eonreligious conditions &l

bservant
ssem to emphasise the seme laxness of the Jew 10 be o

8nd stil11 Judaism persists. -
i "Cine inna
The Cincinnati Directory of 1841 entitled

P 98,99 the
1ts Barly Annels and Pupure Brospects reports on %

on the . .e of Broadway between

v 0O



Street ' : \
Fifth and Sixth'N. A Moehring Parnas, and New Jew's Synagog

‘south side of Yuird between Sycamore ang Broadway, Jomas Levy,

Parnas. It also contains the adverticement of

: S. Jd. Menkin, 216 Main S%.
i Agent for
[ Newstadt and Barnett
of
Birmingham and London, Englard ,

Manufacturers of German Silver and Jewelry Cutlery ani Fancy goods.

also the card of

Joseph Jonas
Stoek and Exchange Broker,

‘ 50 We Third st., '
Solvent bank notes, godd and Silver exchange on New York, Phila-
delphia, and Baltimore bought and sold at most favorable market

rates.

The Cincinneti directory of 1842 reveals on &xamination the fol-
lowing Jewish names, occupations and residences:-

First Ward

Simon Cohen - Tailor - Mein, hetween 7th and 8th Sts.

Lewis Zrnstein, (Newhous ™.& Bernheimer) Sycamore between New &

Jacob Benjamin Brushmaker, rifth between llain & Sycamore

Fechheimer Goldschmidt & Co., Wholesale & Retail Dry Goods store
\ Corner 5th & Bycamore

Fechheimer, Abraham (F. Goldschmidt & Co.) Cor. 5th & Sycemore

Fechheimer, iarcus (F. Goldschmidt & Co.) baards V. Pechheimer

Fechheimer, Aaron ( F. Goldschmidt & Co.) baards We Fech@elmer

Pechheimer Wolf - Coffee house - Sgcamore Between 5th & &6th

Fredman, Raphael, peddler - Cor. 5th & Sycamore =

Lewis Goldschmidt (Fechheimer G. & Co.) boards V. Fechheimer

Judah Hart - Reader at Jewish Synagog First Ward

Henry Lewis - Dry Goods lerchant, 54 W¢ 5th'& Bo;k Merchant

Sycamore Between 6th & 7th Cor. Main & Webster

Charles Levi - clerk - Main between 5th & 6th

David Ma¥ks - peddlar - cor. liain & Hoodward

doseph karischin- Peddlar Abyaiol between liain & Sycamore

Ward Lwo

Mrs. Sarah Abrshams - boards P. lMoses
{a8 Bernheim - Boarding house Vine between 4th & 5th& o
I W H. Goldburg - Dry Goods merchants ,5th bet. Walnut ine
Joseph Goldburg ( J+ & Hg) boards J. Goldberg.
Jgcob Hert - Schoe Store, Cor bth & Ladge &
rs. Rebecca Joseph =~ Elm Bet Longwortg & 6 e ¥
Solofion Kshn - Fifth St. House - 5th & Walnut ine

B4, Kahn-Pedlar - 6th bet Elm & Plum

&gron Kahn - boards Sol.Kahn
Y

7th




Isaac Liebenstein - trader boards BB b _
E. & D. Mayer - merchant tailors, cor imin zrchurch Alley

golomon Menkin -~ Jewelry, Hardware & Commjscs
Mein bet. 4th & 5th onmission store

Morris Moses -V4th bet Race & Hlm
Phineas lioses,Wholesale® Dry Goods mer L
Centre bet Vine & Race chant -24 Pearl
Simon Mnses - broker cor. 3rd & VWalnut : Elm bet C
Montagu® L. Moses - broker boards Mrss é'“Riehey entre & 6th
Abraham Strauss - pedlar boards S* Kahn

Third Ward

Joseph Abrahams - clothing store - Main bet L. Market & 2nd

Solomon Cohen - clerk boards Cin. Hotel

A. A. Cohen - Eye Infirmary - kiain bet Lower Markets& 2nd

Wolf Cohen =~ tailor - boards L. Tamnenwald

Samuel Drueker - Clerk - boards A« Levy

Isaac Emanuel - Clerk,bosrds Cin. Hotel

M. Bzekul - liguor merchent - Pearl bet Main & Walnut ¥
boards Cin. Hotel

Wolf Goldsmith,Clothing Store- Main bet Front & 2nd

David Goldsmith - Cor. Symmes & Pkke

Julius @oodhart - clerk - boards J. Goodhart

Judah Hart - Auction store - Front bet Sycamore & Broadway

Heidelbach Siesengut & Co., Clothing Store, Front bet Broasdway

and Sycamore

Simon Heidelbach ( H. & Siesengut) Broadway bet 2nd & Congress

Morris Himshmsen - boards J. Riel

Jacob Kornblueth~ tailor boards J. Goodrart

Wm. Krauss ( W. L. K.) Pront bet Mein & Sycamore

Krauss We & L,Clothing store,Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway

Lehmen Krsuss - (W. L ) boards Wm. Erauss

A. Levy & Brothers Clothing Btore , Fromtbetween Sgcamore &
Broadwa

Alexander Levy (?Ac L. & Brog) Brosdway bet Fromt & 2nd

Mordeci Le vy ( Ae Le & Bros) boards A+ bevy

Bathen Levy = ( A. L. & Bros) boards A: Wolf Sr.

David Levy ( - Picture dealer - boards J. Workum

Mayer & Cohn Clothing Store - cor Main & Fromt

August Milius - Fromf bet Sucamore & Broadway

#Qopold Milius - Clerk - PFromt bg&ifgcamore & Broadway
m. iling - clerk - bosrds L. ius
Pordinand Milius - clerk - Fromt bet Sycamore & Broadway

4 bet Sycemore & Broadway
e & Broadway
penheimer

Hilius & Co. Clothing Store - From
Pﬂaﬂiel Oppenheimer - 2nd bet Sycamor
ssac Oppenheimer - clerk - bosrds I° Op

Abrah&m " eclerk - boeards E. Oppenheiﬁgi o
Mrs. Ann E. Oppenheimer - 8rocery = Fromt bitMaing& Nickonis
Benedict Sashs - Clothing Store - Front be

J. § between Sycamore % Bgoaigay

* bachs - - -ds B. Sac . -

. Sagﬁgls flizfchmgﬁiid_ Sycamor e vet Front & Yeatman' boards
N 1 Market bet Sycamore & Broad.

Simon o G tore -
oodhart - drygoods STOT v
OSeph Simon - tailor - Broadway bet Front & ind



'Marcusssimon = Cilfﬁk -Sboards Be Simen et Sycamore & Bway,
simon Symons - Clothingz Store - Lower liayl Iy ‘
Sycamore bet 3rd and 4t§r tarket bet lain & Sycemore

L. Tannenwald - clothing store - PFront .
A. & I. Wolf- Clothing store - Front betbggc?y;agggzdiaBrga%;?i
wEk b?tgeezz?d & ?oEgr hMarket A
Abraham Wolf . We lain bet 2nd & L i

Issac Wolf (A & I W ) boerds Cin innati Hgggi ik

Abraham wolf Sre Vlothing store - Pront bet Sycamore & Broadway
Daniel Wolf - Clothing sbore - Front bet Bycamore & Broadway
Jacob L. Workum - 3rd between Sycamor e&Broadway

Fourth Ward

Samuel Bruel - Hatter- Green St,
Marcus Cohn ( lMay er & Co.) Race bet Water & Front
Eleazer Ezekiel - Liguor Li:rchant- Pearl bet. iain & Walnut
boards Peaxl St« House
A, Friedlender -clerk - Green St.
Nathan Goldsmith-~ Pedlar - Race Bet Front & 2nd.
Daniel Goldstone - Pedlar - Race bet Front & 2nd
Philip Heidelbach - Vine bet Front & 2nd
Moses Heidelbach - trader - boards P« Heidelbach
Joseph G« Joseph - silversmith- Elm Bet Front & 2nd
ilorris Be Moehring ( i+ Ee il. & CO.) Front bet Race & Elm
Moses E. Meshring
liontague lioses - Exchange broker - Cor Main & 3rd
Jacob dyers ( M. J bohnj_ Race bet Water & ¥ront
Jacob Silverstone - Clerk - Green bet Race & Elm
Morris Symonds - Clothing Store - Front bet Sycamore & Broadway
i & 2rd bet Vine &&Rai;
Thip ond - 3rd bet Plun & B
§1eaza¥mﬁzekiel- Grocer - Hainqbet 6th & 7th
oseph Honas - 8th bet Vine & Race 1 h
Samugl Levy & Co. - Cigar Store - Court bet Walnut & Vine
Sanuel Levy ( L. & Co. %
S« Menken - Pourth bet Main & Walnut
Solomon lioses - grocer 5th bet Walnut
Henry Steinberg & Sonm - Drapers & Tal
Wolf Trost - pedlar 6th bet Elm & Plum
Isaac Trost - pedlar 6th bet Elm & Plum

t & Vine; 8th bet Vine & Race
lors - Main bet Canal & 12th

Sixth Ward
Semuel Bruel - Hatter - 3rd between Wesgefﬁaigzt& John
I. Nerks -~ dry goods store - Cor Fiogzh J
H. Oppenheimer - clerk - cor John

Seventh Ward

i a
Isaace Freiberg - pedlar - John bet EKemble & Richmon



semuel Levi - Pedlar - John between Ca _ ;

Samuel Fusbaum - Pedlar - Bylton betwezﬁaﬁégﬁmf glngfnd
Joseph Nusbaum - Pedlar - Coraner Catharine & Tokn ichmond
Henry lMeyers - Dry godds merchants, London, I. John & Fult
Solomon Samuels - Pedlar - 6th between Plum & T Fulton

Advertisement Cincinnati Directory 1842 P. 333

S+ IMenken
F'ourth between Main & Walnut Sts.

Cincinnati
Agents for

3* J. Newstadt & Barnet

of
Birminghem & Londgnkngland
Manufacturer of German Silver Jewelry Cutlery & Fancy Goods.

In view of the fact that tie area of Jewish settlemeznt

had spread over +the lower part of tie city and a number of
.
families had crossed the Rhine it became necessary to found

a congregation in that part of the city. To that end toward
the end of the year 1847 a number of Jewish youn% men met and
February 17, 1848 the congregation Ahabeth Achim was started .
Its first services were held in a bhall on the second floor

of & building on the north west corner of Pleasant and 15th St.

The first Jewish Sewing Society in Cincinnati was

founded in 1846 for the purpose of clothing the poor. It co-

operated with tle Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Societies of which

it was an integral part. Officers were Mrs. E. Mayer, Directress

Miss Hortense Mayer, Secretary, gnd Mrs. A+ Moss,Treasurer.

The leading spirit in the Communal activity of the city was the

e Bene Yeshurun Congregetion Rabbi James

gPiritual guidse of th
pt a call of the congregation

K. Gutheim who later left to acce
in New Orleans.

1 Canal
2 Brotherly Love
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It seems fair to deduce from this Tecord that the Jews were
taking thelir place in the commercial 1ife of the eity and wefe
developing business lines such as clothing, dry goods, end
general merchandise with which they had dealt in the countries

from which they had emigrated.

Many of these mercients had as already noted earlierfirst
been peddlars, then prosperity led them into becoming small
merchants which branched out into wholesale and manufactur-
ing undertakings. The peddlar sapply trade in Cinc innati
was from 1843 until very recently in the hands of Jews. This
‘was due to the fact that Jewish immigrant peddlers preferred to #
deal with Jewish merchants because they could obtain credit more
easily, and secondly because Jews had been accustomed to trade
with one another. In arder that the Beader may have & con-
nected sequence of the leading events a&s they occurred in
the development of the Eincinnéti Jewish community, I shall
briefly sketch them here in outline form, characterizing
the different periods whenever they permit of interpreta-

tion.

1846 First Ladies Sewing Society organized.

i of arrest by Police of a Jew for
LY cg?glating Sundey lay. This problem
continued to perturb Jews of this city

for many years.
Founding of Congregation Adath Israel by Ger-

man and Polish Jews called the Polishe

Shul -

gne Yeshurun elects James K. Gutheim

1847 K. K. B



1848

1849

1850
1851

1852

1853

Rabbi and Res dep

New Synagog building of K. K, Bene Yeshurun dedicateq

on Lodge St.

New Congregation Ahsbath Achin orgenized in what was then

the upper part of the city mcross the Canal: same congre-

gation that year comsecrated its cemetery in Clifton
Organization of the Talmid Yeladim Institute
Imsiktwke first Jewish secular & religious day school

in Cincinnati

K. K. Ahabath Achim erect a synagog building on Race St.
between 15th and Liberty, eighty members

Jewish Hospital founded

Society for Relief of Jews in Palestine started by
Hyman Moses, Nathan Malzer and J. K. Gutheim

Contagious Cholera plague carried off many of Jewish
population

Allemania Society founded

Noyoth the parochial school of K. K. Bene Israel starts

its seSsions
K. K. Bene Israel dedicates its New synagog on Broadway

and 6th St. , consists of 170 members English Jews.

Shaare Shomayim Congregation merged with K. K. Bene Israel

Marks the election of Dre. I. M, Wise as Rabdbi of K. K.

Bene Yeshurun membership of congregation 180 @German Jews

This congregation had always been considered strict-

i t
1y orthodox and the election of & Rabbi who was known To



1854
18556

1855

12

to be one of the leaders o+ Reform was startling

: i : "
The Occident in commenting on Wise's election

has this to say,: "Cincinnsti was always considered

an Orthodox center in the East. The consequences of

this act upon the Test remain to be seen."

American Isreelite founded.

First B'nai B'rith lodge organized, Eeth E1 Lodge #4.
Dr. Max Lillienthal another "Retformer" elected Rabbi

of X. K. Bene Israel, an ultra orthodox congregation.
This causés secession of s part of the ultra orthodox
membership and form-tion of

K. X. Sherith Israel, Nathan Malzer leader of the

orthodox rforces.

K. X. Sherith Israel consecrates its own cemetery on

Lick Kun.

Introduction of Heforms in the Synagog ritusl of K. K.

Bene Jeshurun znd Bene Isrsel.

Pirst confirmation excercise held.

Dr. Lillienthal commences TO write & series of articles

on Reforms opening of Zion College, the precusor of

the Hebrew Union College. Opening address delivered

by Governor golomon P. Chase of Ohio.

Wise's ReminiScences P. 239.
Occident Vel.I, No. 4.
lenhag America.




1856

1887

1858
1859
1860

1881

1862

1865

Communal building which recommenced as 8001 as the war was OVET.
Owing to the fact that the Jewish merchents had prior
the war

% the war practically controlled the elothing business,

88&Ve them an opportunity Eﬁi increased profits thru government

®ontracts for soldiers uniformss

Hebrew General Relief Society founded

Phoenix Club Organized

K. E. Sherith Israel received its State charter

Talmid Yelodim Institute dedicates its school house
on Lodge St. adjoining Bene Yeshurun Synagog

First call to Federation of ©xisting Jewish Charitable

institutions and societies issued by 8r. Lillienthal

Protest meeting called against illiberel attitude of
Switzerland to Jews.

Community organizes to sect on Mortara case of Bolbgna

FPirst2rith Abraham Lodge organized

Community organizes for Relief of Moroecan Jews who were

then in distress

K. K. Shepjth Fsrael dedicates its new synagog on Lodge

St. between 6th and 7th Btreets.-
First Young Mens Hebrew Association organized.
A number of Cincinnati Jews enlist on Union side at
beginning of Civil War.
United Jewish Cemetery of K. K. Bene Israel and 3ene
Yeshurun dedicsted on Walnut Hills

K. X. Ahebath Achim elects Dr. Illowy, Rabbi

The Civil war as is noticesble marked quite & lull in

and supplies.

1%
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,the fol-
lowing is an exhibt of the amount of clothing manufactured by

The Cincirnati Times of December 6th, 1861 reports

Messers Mack Stadler & Glacer since Aug 1st."

pieces

Infentry Pants 64,624
Cavalry " 4 254
Infantry Overcoats 31 276
Cavalry " 4 254
Infantry Jachets 53 581
Cavalry o 4,254
Blouses lined 37,055
" Unlined 12,500

I8E8

It is 2lso reported in Israelite June 27, 1862 that Charles
Kahn hes been awarded the contraet for furnishing fresh beef
for the armies of Kentucky and Tennessee, which comprises the
district of Ohic under General Buel.

As a result of this increased business the Jewish merchants
of Cincinnati became immensly wealthy and bought & vast amount
of property and raayhstatal.

A little beforé and after the Civil War, the war causing a
1ull in immigration to Circinnati a nuﬁi:i of;fﬁé;s?ngnd
Lithuanisn Jews from Libcria and Suwalk wks formed & colony of
about fifty families. They had their own Shochet,lr. Solomcn who is
8till with us. They took up their residence in the vieinity
of 6th St?eet, Kenyon Ave, Findlay Market, Court S5t. and Central
Ave. They 2ll became peddlars and organized & small congre-
gation inI1865 which met on Bentral Ave. and Bth St. This
later grew into.the Beth Tephillah congregation. promenent among

brothers
these Jews were Schachne Isascs, Max Isaacs, who were 1in the

1 See Bruel October, kiay 1863, January 1, 1864.




wholes:le Dry Goods :nd Notion business, which c8bered to the

peddlers trede.
Asron Nathan - Kelman Hirschmen, 2l1so in whole-
gale notion snd Dry Goods businesé.

loses Rosenbaum - Osher Pulaski =nd Simon Folk. -
This was The nucleus Tor the¢ later tides of Kussisn immigration
which ceme to Cincinnati.

.The coming of Dr., Wise snd Lillienthel to the spirit-
val end whet later became the communel leadership of local Jewry
caused a decided batile royzul to break out between the Orthodox
end Reform wings which continued for quitve a vhile before it
abated. It led to vhe bringipg here of Isaac Leeser from
Philadelphie first in November 1851 end again in Sept. 1857.

The first time to warn ageinst dengers of Reform then spreading
in Bast «nd West and second time to dedicate a Sepher Torah
for Sherith Israsel Congregation snd ©O attack Reform which had

been making & steady headway in three of the five locsl congre-

gations., Cincinnati in 1857 possessed five congregations with

& membership of six hundred, two of which could still be con-

Bidered strictly Orthodox. Its estimated Jewish population was

between 6000 and 7000. Many of the




maintained
Orthodox leaders leeser among them, thet Reform was bringing

“dis union and an unbappy contentious spirit among the Jews

of America which was bound to end in disaster" "Tho all these
religious clarges were teking place, the Sabbath was observed
by mny even of the business men,and religion was discussed
with an eArnestness which is not witnessed even in Atlsntic
cities"$his from Leeserl.

Dr. Wise in discussing conditions during this period
among the general population of Cimcinneti in 1856 says:-
"Frivolity and indifference was the. order of the day and atheism
and hatred of all religicfs were rampant among the Germsns in
Cincinnati,especially under the aegl® of Freeman's Hall".
Discussing the internal conditions both among OrthodoX and Re-
form Jews, Wise says?- "As everywhere in America, so aleo
were the differences,prejudices and jealousies between the
congregations in Cincinmati. These were caused mostly by the
national prejudices, broughtfrom Burope. Englishmen, Poles
and Germans, and smong the latter, north end south Germans
0ld end Rhine Bavarians, Hessians snd Alsatians, ete. enﬁer-
tained no kindly feelings forome another. They teased each
other whenever opportunity offered itself, this led to malig-
nity at times. Further there were the individual interests
and the pride of every congregation which found expression in

raillery, an additional and special disagreement between the

Bene Igrael 2nd Bene Yeshurun was caused by the opposition of

the latter having been organized in opposition to the former

1  InOccident Nov. 1857
Rememscences P. 275, 278



by the Germgns as against the predomén&ting English and used
the " Minheg Ashkenaz instead of Minhag Polen;l ¥ thel;efore
harmonious end friendly cooperation between these two congre-
getionswas out of question. 'Tho they cooperated wonderfully
well in 2ll communal matters and the ir respective Rabbis were
dear and mutual friends and colleagues. 1In Spite of the feel-
ings of hostility between the two congregations Bene Israel
and Bene Yeshurun, the fommer invited Dre Wise to become the
Joint Rabbi of both congregations in fact glecting him for
life at a general me¢ting of the Board, by & vote of ninety
three to twelve. The resolution read as follows:-

"That the rabbi of Bene Yeshurun congregation, is here-
by etected for life rabbi of Bene Israel Congregetion, with
the understanding that he is to preach alternately in both
Synagog, and to discharge all rabbinical functions in both
congregations™.

"Phet the Bene Israel Congregetion proceed at ance to

build & school, snd the said Rabbi is elected superintendent

of this school. i
"Phat the Bene Israel Congregation contribute as much

as the Bene Yeshurm Congregation toward the support of the

1 -
Rabbi . Dr. Wime temporarily assumed the Rabbinical fgnctlons

in Bene Israel proceeded to open & school called Noyoth, but

naught came of the whole project because of the firm opposition

$ which e &
of Bene Yeshurun #K& stoutly opposed giving Bene Israel the

1 See Wise's Reminiscences P 276



benefit of their Rabbi.

"rthodox Rabbis emgaged in continual warfare, which

reged for years with slaughterers, butchers, womens bathhouse

—

keepers, Matzoth bakers, Btaragian dealers and Menhagin
peddlers." |
Leeser in remarkin€on the large Jewish Population
there said in 1857 during his visit:- "#e notice on walking
thru the streets the marked features which the Jews give to the DOPULS
proportion to general population than in any other American
city. How much good could be done if they were united the

more 80 as the wealth of many is unguestionabl¥ great to judge
i b

from appearances, and liberality is not wanting either.”

Leeser proved himself to be & close observer when he commented

on the gemerous charitable spirit of the Cine innati community.
Economically the Cincirnati Jewish community hed prospered great-

1y. Dhe Jews hed captured and monopolized the clothing in-
Y

dustry both manufacturers and merchents, in entire West and
Southwest . 'There were in 1858 over 200 Jewish wholesale merchants

and manufacturers and sbout four hundred retail dealers and

mechanies,giving employment o about 4,000 operatives. Their

eredit was excellent and well established was their reputations.

Several of the Isrmelites own and cultivete their own farms in
outskirts of city among them being Messers Blsas, Springer, and

Trounstine, the latter making farming his exclusive business.

As citizens they are highly reppected for the ir ipdustry which

1 Occident Vol 15 P 360
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contributes 1l:rgely to the pProsperi

W of the city; for little
trouble they give the police courts

and are rarely represented

in penitentiaries cnd for theirp entire lack of political office
seeking."

The opinion of Rev, Dr, Conway who was one of
Cincinnati's mostlprominent citizens and divines st this time is
vorthy of notice. '

My defense of the Jews mede them my friends and
importent friends they were, many of the families being highly
cultivuted us well as wealthy. Thcir Rabbis were as able and
learned &s any in America. Dr. Isasnc M. Wise was & man of
greaet good sense and energy. He recognized even before I did
myself that my Christisnity (Unitarianism) so far from being
inimiesl to his race and religion gave support to beth. He
wished his race and religion to have the credit of having pro-
duced Jesus. I was invited st times to lecture before Jewish
societies and wes entertained in their companies. I speedily

discovered that the msjority of De. Wise's synagogue were not

believers in

i lume 1, page 274-5,
. of Moncure Daniel Conway,_vo ; : :
ibou%ntﬁgzogiﬁgriggg g 1little recrudescence Or QreJudiceaagglnSt
the Jews occured in connection with an orgenizetion called the

Cincinnati Zouaves Guerd, ageinst which I gro;eiﬁzﬁfinu§2eo¥apers,
and I even attacked Shakespeare oOn accouﬁr gt ; g
Shylock just them being impersonated on 0 age .



superneturalism but simple Reists. The other Jewish soclety

(Bene Israel Congregation ) that of Dr. Lilkenthal was also
libepl, dbut more cautionsly so. These did not have the same

désire that I found in Rabbi Wise 's to impress the general

community with & belief in the accordof Judaism with modern

Science and Philosophy."

Amonglfhe learned professions we are represented

says Israelite , by two Rabbis, Wise snd Lilhenthal, three
physicians, Beltman, Frank and Rosenfeld; four lawyers,
Abrahams (two brothers) Johnson and Wolf; about ten public

school teachers among them, Buttenwieser, Cohn, Dr. Dessar,
2

Lipman, Dr. Mayer Mayerstein, Schormbrum, Dr. Veit, iiss
Sichel and others. Israelites belong to almost all
fraternities, Masons, ©dd Fellows, Druids Red Men, Haugari

snd the Mercantile Library Association, Etc.

They support their own Temples, Synagog, Charities,

ete. Spending aboutéso‘ooo per years Among the ir institutions
3

are 2 Religious Schools , & Jewish Hospital, Benevolent

Societies to support the resident or travelling poor; far

Literary and Bocisl societies; a district Grand Lodge and four

B'nai BrithLodges".

One very noteworthy phenomenﬁwwhich can not .be over-

looked in desling with the progress and development of Cinecia-

nati, Jewry from éﬁrliest times 1is thigs. Most of the .

1 June 18, 1858
8  Talmid Yelodum Institute and Noyoth

8 Deacher in one of the High Schools



leading English end German Jewish families who wefe falling

helr 0. ‘sdmmunal leadership, were"landesleuts"” had come from

the same towns in Germeny they intermarried among one another

and thereby formed & most homogeneous group, which took a

family pride in communal leadership. Besides the radiating
influences of their two powerful and visioned leaders Viss

and Lillienthal account for much of the initistive in communal
advancement w%gch characterized Cincinnati even in these early days
and caused it stand out as the Queen 8ity among the Jewish com-
munities of America. Whether Cincinnati would have attained

her enviable reputation without Wise and Lillienthal is doubt-

i preached

Tho Reform Rabbis/%hat the Jews were & religious group

the gommunity .
only, ¥rEy-@tkx¥ continued tc erect all those forms of inner

Communal 1ife such as the societies and institutions mentioned
gbove covering aspects of Jewish life other than merely the
religious which were so characteristic of the olden Zuropen

Jewish Kehillas.

Thus the tradition for Jewish communal organization

was being continued even here in the New World.

int in our historical nar-

AN
to attained a strong

We have now resched a po

rative where the Jewish community seems

conscious sense of its communal yvesponsibilities. Its

activities begin to branch ot into a mazw of aspects

religious, educational, philanthropic, social, economic, fra-

ternsl. etc. that can best be treated in separate chapters.
¥ L



Qur object shall be to trace the development of social tenden-

cies end attitudes rather tan a mere narration of incidents

some important,some curious ,for what we generally mean by the

trite statement that "history repeats itself"is not that in-
cidents thaet happened in the past recur,for this is slmost im-
possible[when once we realize that as we progress the social
conditions und circumstances which give birth to an HEvent change
with the passing of time, What we really mean it seems to me
is)that ideas, mevements, #endencies in life which arose at one
period in the past have the character istic tendency of linger-
ing on and developing into motivating powerful influences out
of which & series of events followe. It is because we are pri-
marily interested in seeing how the communal,organizational,
phase of Jewish life which we regard as a continuum has molded
itself under the stimulating liberal influences of Democracy
that this study in modern Jewish community building was

undertakene.




HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
1865 - 1881

1881 - 1918

(Briefly sketched)



1865 - 1881,

The period following the CGivil War found the Jews of Cincinnati
quite affluent and in a position to engage a series of communal un-
- dertakings which had been held in abeyance during the War., The fol-
lowing narrative of events clearly illustrates that it was during the
period between 1865 - 1881 that the curve of communal activity reached

one of its highest points.

1866, Cholera and its concomittant distress,

Jewlish Hospital dedicated at Third and Baum Sts.

New Temple, Bene Yeshurun, dedicated at Eighth and Plum Sts.

K.K., Ahabath Achim dedicate their new temple on John St,

1867, Out of 437 inmates at Longview only 7 were Jews.
1867. Mutual Endowment Association of the Bnai Brith organized.
1868, Jews in civie affairs (Israelite, Feb.21,1868.)

Mass meeting called to protect German Emigrants by German Im-
migrant Aid Society to do away with abusee of shipe ply-
ing between Hambérg, Germany, and New York, due to lack
of physcians and sanitation. Many deaths have occurred
at sea. On the committee are Marcus Fechheimer, who is
one of the Vice Presidents; and on Committee of Resolu-
tions to bring matter before Secretary of State is Squire
Renau snd Dr. Lillienthal, who suggests writing to Count
Bismark, Premier of New German Confederation.

1869, Controversy begins over the reeding of the Bible in the Publiec

Sehools, to which Catholics and Jews were opposed.



1869. K.K.Bene Israel dedicates itg new temple at Eighth and Mound

Sts.
Beth Tephilla (Shachne Shul Jorganized,
1872. Lodge of Independent Order Free Sons of Isrsel organized,
Large fair in aid of Cleveland Orphan Asylum held at Music Hall.
1873, Unlion of American Hebrew Congregations formed. {
Hebrew Union College opened.
1874, First lodge of Kesher Shel Barzel organized in Cincinnati,
1879, Dr, Wise demands the Revocation of Russo American Treaty on
account of Russian discrimination against naturalized A-

merican Jewish ceitizens holding or ecquiring land in Russia,

During this period from 1861 - 1881, there were five congregations
in Cincinnati besides a few Orthodox Chevras which held Minyan and
services, The four social clubs, Allemania, Phoenix, HKureks, and Har-
mony, provided the social and recreational entertainment for the com-
munity,- balls, theatricals and banquets being held during festival
of Purim and Hanuksh, |

The Religious Schools were growing in number and in 1873 there

Were five schools with a total enrollment of over 700 pupils, Most

* 0f these schools were maintained by the congregations. They held

' sessions on Saturday and Sunday mornings; tuition was free, and the

curriculum consisted of Religion, History, Bible, and Hebrew.

The Cincinnati Directorj of 1880 records Jewish women's organiza-

tions:
Allemsnis Women's Society.
Deborah Frauen Lodge No.l.
Jewish Women's Society.

The community was growing.



1881 - 1918,

The year 188l marks the beginning of a new era for the Cimeinnati
Jewish Community. I% was in this year that the Russian and East Eu-
ropeen immigretion "en masse" started. The reasons for this migra-
tion we have already discussed elsewhere, Owing to the suddenness of
the "invasion”, the Jewish community was unprepared to handle the
many problems of relief. Education, vocational placements, ete,, which
the new immigrants caused to arise., These immigrants were from Kiev,
Yakateiiiﬁzgslav, Odessa, Wilna, Kovna, and the other Lithuanian and
Southern Russian centers of Jewish population. Among those who came
and who soon rose to a position of affluence and.leadership in their
own group were Messrs. Manischewitz, Hilkowitz, Heyshel Sachs, L. & E.
Rosenberg, BlachachIQ?ger, Miller, and others.

During the week of Oct,21,1881, there arrived in Cincimmati 26
male Russian Jewish refugees. Their occupations were those of arti-
sans, elerks, traveling grain buyers, and petty merchanis.

Pogsitions were readily found for the mechanics, and the others were
fitted out with packs of small notions, ete., and sent out into the
surrounding country to peddle. They were assured that under no cir-

cumstances would they be neglected or permitted to Dbecome dependent.

The following weeks witnessed the srrival of an sdditional 123,

among them 23 families with 44 children.

ian
The "Israelite"™ of July 21,1882, reports the arrival of 250 Russ

i ttle
Refugees from Liverpool. Forced 'l:o'EIPGJ‘fl‘1 the night in the L1



yiami Reilway depot, where the employees supplieq them with bread ang
coffee. Then they were removeg to the grounds of the Jewish Hospital

The Iadles Senitary and Educationsl aig Society was soon on hand, $2000

Donations began to pour in, including a
oheck of $100 from Chas. P, Taft, of the Times-Star Publishing Co,

wes raised for immediate uss,

Com-
mittees to take care of the new arrivals were organized., From other

non Israelites there came checks:

Lane & Bodley Co. - $100.,
Wm. Henry Davis - 25,
T.C. Campbell - 25,
Capt. John Kyle - 20,
Germen Immigrant Aid Society 150,

Meanwhile the community was appealing for funds to clothe, feed, and
house these new arrivals.

During the week of Feb. 24, 18829) a meeting af representatives from
the various congregations of the city was called to form & communal com-
mittee which should have charge of providing for the refugees as long as

they kept arriving.

An organization was affected called the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society
of Cincinnati, The following committee was appointed to solicit funds:
Julius Freiberg, Ike J. Priedlander, H. Marks, E. Newman, L. Pappenheimer,
Another committee to take charge of the Refugees and to devise and report
8 Plan for further action consisted of M. Loth, Henry Stix, Max Isaacs,

Dr. M. Lillienthal, L. Fletcher, Thus the best and most eble of the

(1) See Isrmeiite, Feb. 24, 1882.



QRIS IRY Welit HLUCEYe m.the support of their newly arrived brethern

The ladies organized schools, a Sanitery and Educational Aid Society

in the Plum St. Temple vestry, to clean, feed and clothe the poor chil-

iren of the immigrant families,

The Young Men's Hebrew Association formed evening classes for teach-
ing of English, American History, and Civies, 'The Mound St. Temple -
(Bene Israel) opened a Sabbath School for the children = in fact, every-
thing possible was done to make these new comers feel at home., The re-
sults were worth while. In July 1882, 21 of these Russian refugees ap-
plied for their declaration papers at the Probate Court, thus showing
their intention of becoming citizens of their newly adopted country.

At a meeting of the Russian Refugee Relief Committee of Cincinnati
held in the vestry rooms of the Plum St. Temple, it was reported that
$20000 had been distributed, and 1800 people had already been cared for
by the Society. k

In the issue of Isrselite, May 26,18&2, Dr. Wise in an editorial
entitled "The Future of Judsism and Russisn Immigration™, pointed out
the dangers afising from the Russian Jewish Immigration "en masse" %o
this county, They were:

1) The strain on the existing Jewish Charities, which were not

prepared for this emergency.

2) The cglture and manners of the immigrants were entirely in form

different from our own. "Unless', he says, "they adopt Amer}-

man culture, they will disturb our social status and do con-

gidersble damage to the good reputation which our co-religion-

ists have sstablished for themselves.”



He therefore suggested the Tollowing plan of Procedure

1) All minors should be sent to the public schools to lesrn Eng-
lish,

2) All minors should be sent to Sabbath Schools,

8) Send the young people to night school,

4) Let every immigrant at once declare his intention of becoming
an American citizen,

5) Education of Russian Rebbis to elevate and enlighten the Rus-
sian Jews - and suggested that some of their young men be
sent to the Hebrew Union College to study for $he Ministry.

This programme reveals the patronizing, yet true, attitude which
the German Jews adopted in the treatment of their Russian brethern -
it was always the danger that these "boorish Russians" would reflect
on their own standing with the non-Jewish community that prompted
their desire to see them hastily Americanized by which process the
German Jews implied a desire to eradicate from the Russian Jewish
"peyechio™ those elements which they considered "Ghettoish" - that
the Russian Jews soon detected and bitterly resented this charitable
patronizing attitude soon became evident in the struggle for self-

Tealization, mutual self help, and self development which started

among the new settlers, and which resulted in the undertaking of
Dany communal enterprises by the Russian Jew.

| (1)
Following up his earlier editorial, Dr. Wise on June 30, 1882,

wrote suggesting the settlement mpon free government land of the

Russian Jewish immigrants. Here was &l opportunity to settle the

(1) See Israelite.



Jows on the soll again, The call was heeded and a colony composed

of 20 familles consisting of 60 souls, of Russian Jews left for the

wilds of Kanses under the direction of Messrs, ILeo Wise and Charles
Davis, to found the Beerseba Colony., To further assist the coloniw
zation movement, an organization known as the Maccabees, was formed
which super%eded the Russian Relief Committee., Its officers were

M, Loth, President, and Leo Wise, Secretary. The name of this scoci-
ety was later changed to the "Hebrew Union Agricultural Society™.

At a 8till later date in the early part of 1909, Dr Deutsch succeed-
ed in stimulating the founding of Jewish truck farmers in the environse
of Cincinnati.

That the Russian Jew has made good and edapted himself readily
to his new environment, seeking out and oreating new opportunities,
and sbove all proving himself to be thoroughly selfrespecting and
"no shnorrer™ has been evidenced many times, Qheir present afflu-
ence and struggle for Jewish leadership and representation in com-
mungl affaiws, atteste to their gbility and desire for self realiza-
tion,

In 1897(1) pr. Wise, who was so fearful in 1882 lest the Russian

Jew jeopradize the standing of the Germen Jews in this country, writes

&8 follows:

It is assumed that there afe 8000 Russian-FPolish Jews in Cinecin-

nati, driven there by the barbarous wrath of Alexander III. Among them :

4 physiciens
1 druggist

(1) See Israelite, April 29.



2 lawyers.
1 civil engineer.
3 professors at the Hebrew Union Collegs.

b graduate Rabbis.

Many of the men and women work in factories, shops, and: stores, or
st thelr own mechanical trades; others are bakers, butchers, tallors,
phoe-makers, carpenters, glaziers; a small number do business in their
own stores, moatly in the grocery line, cigar msking, retailing of
clothing, general furnishings, or as hucksters and peddlers in all
kinds of goods,

Very few, mostly the new-comers, are absolutely poor, so that the
wardes of the charities amount to one per cent of that population,
Police and oriminsl records and penitentiary and Jails show that their
morsls are good, Hardly any Jewish names are on that 1list, They send
their echildren regularly to public schools, a very falr proportion go
through the High Schools. They support four congregations with syna-
gogues of their own, five without building of their owm, end one Tal-
mud Torah, A large number of them go to Sabbath Schools connected

with the Temples., They support a goodly number of Schochtim and Cha-

zanim, all poorly paid, and only one Rabbi, In politiecs this Russian-

Polish oommunity is fully Americanized."(1)

1881-1918.
1881, Beth Tephilla Congregation soquires and moves infto its own

synagogue building.
Movement of Jewish population %o the Hills started first to

Walnut Hills - later to Avondsale.

(1) See Ieraelite, April 29, 1897.



1882,

1883.
1884,

1885,

Death of Dr. Max Lillienthal,

Attempt to colonize Russian Jewish refugees in Kansas.
Call to Federatiog of Jewish Charities at annusl meeting of
Jewish Hospital,
Home for Jewish Aged an! Infirm founded,
Jewlish Ladies Society started for the relief of sick poor,
Plum St. Temple Industrial School for girle started - move
in thedirection of Vooational Education.
K.EK, Shearith Israel dedicated its new synagogue on Richmond
and Mound Sts.
Synagogues - 1885.(1}
Bene Israel Eighth and Mound Sts, .
Beth Tefillsh 184 Longworth St.
Judsh Kaletzky, Rabbi.
Beth Hakneses 359 Central Ave.
%t}as H. Hilkowitz, Rabbi.
Ahat Achim John snd: Melanchton Sts.
Aaron Posmanyk, Rabbi,
Bene Yeshurun Eighth and Plum Sts.
Dr. Wise, Rabbi.
Beth Hamedrash Hagodol 342 Central Ave.
Abrahesm Fox, President.
Adath Israel Seventh-and Welnut Sts.

Henry Kuttner, Rabbi.

Shearith Iarael N.B, cor. Ninth and Welnut Sts.

Kesher Yisroel N.E, cor. Mound gnd Riochmond Sts,

E.L. Sohlesinger, Rabbi.

(1) See Oincinnati Dirsctory, 1886.



/0,

Jewish Societies and Associations 1885,

Allemania. N.W. cor. Fourth snd Central Ave,
Allemania Women's Socisty. 474 Walnut St,

chqua Kadisha.. Central and Wade Sts,

Gﬁavra Gemilos Chasadim Jewish Women's Lodge. Central and Wade St.
Deborah Frauen Lodge No.l. Ninth and Central Ave,

Hebrew General Relief, 57 W, Third St.

Meets every Sunday morn;ng from 10 « 11,

Juish Touro Cemetery Assoclation.

_ Meets at Germanis Hall 22 W.Court St.

Phoenix Club, N.E. cor, Court and Central Ave,
In Phoenix Hall.

Union of American Hebrew Congregations.
Hebrew Union Gollege 44 W, Sixth 3%,

Young Men's Hebrew Association Ninth and Welnut Sts.

Bnai Brith,
7 Lodges.

Independent Ordar-Free Sons of Israel,
3 Lodges.

Order Kesher Shel Barzel.
6 Lodges.

1886. K,K, Beth Hamedrash Hagodol founded - mew Orthodox Russian

Jewish Congregation.

1887. The Cincinnati Club organized for gocial and literary purposes.

Jewish Shelter Home founded by Russian Jewish Orthodox Jews.



1889.

1890.
1890,
1891,
1892,
1893,

1895,

1896,

16897,
1898,

1899,
1900,
1901,
1902,

1903."

1906,

/

Telmud Torah Soeiety formed for instructing poor Jewish Or-
thodox children,

Jewlsh Hospital buildings in Avondale dedicated.

Not & single Jew among the 544 inmates of House of Refuge,

Kitchen Garden Soclety organized,

Pirst day nursery in Oincinnsti started,

Gemilath Chasodim Soeiety (Hebrew Free Loan Association)
founded by Russian Jews,

K.EK, Beth Hamedrash Hagodol dedicates its new synagogue
718 Kenyon Ave.

Pormation of United Jewlsh Charities - a féderation of
existing Jewish Charitable Societies and Institutions.

Branch of Alliance Israelite Universells formed.

Plum St, Temple Industrial Schools for boys organized.,

First %Zionist Society in Cincinnati, the Ohave Zion, stsrted.

Federation of Jewish Charities of America launched in Cincine
nati.

Jewish Settlement founded.

Death of Dr. I.M.Wise.

Losantiville Country Club formed.

Foster Home dedicated.

Yad charutgim Synagogue dedicated on Clinton St.

K.X. Bene Yeshurun builds Reading Road Ssbbath School,

Avondale,
Mass meeting ealled far Russisn Jewish Defense organization,



1906.

1907.
1908,

1912.

1913..

1913,
1915,

1916,

1916,
1917,

Council Of Jewish Women organized,

Temple of K,K, Bene Israel in Avondale dedicated

Convalescent Home dedicated,
Socliety for the erection of an Orthodox 0ld Folks Home organized.
The beginning of influx of Driental Turkish Jews into Cincine

nati,

Organization of Free Burial Sooiety (Chesed Shel Emeth) by

Orthodox Jewish women.,

New bulldings of Hebrew Union College opened in Cliftom.

Home for Orthodox 01ld Folks dedicated on Walnut Hills,
Founding of Jewish Labor Lyoceum.
Orthodox Congregation K.,K. Tifereth Israel dedicated on Walnut
Hills. ’
Opening of School for Jewish Social Sertice to train workers -
Principal Dr. Boris D. Bogen.
Temple Center movement started.
1) Wise Center.
2) Rockdale Center.
Organization of Jewish Co-operative Soclety.
Dedication of K.K. Keneseth Isrsel Synagogue, Avondale.
Dedication of K.K. Adath Israel Synagogue, Avondale.



Oriental Jews in Cineinnati,

In 1900 there came to the United States a new tide of Jewish
immigration, quite different in character and soeisl composition
from the streams of Jewish immigration that had come to Ameriea
heretofore. These were the Oriental Jews who had emigrated from
the Levantine ané& commonly called Turkish or Spanish Jews, Cine
cinnati received its quota of these new immigrants, These new co-
mers settled mostly in interior communities, As compared to the
Russian Jewish immigrants they must be regarded as an entirely dif-
ferent social group, in their occupations, soclo-psychological and
religious outlook,

Their growth in Cincinnati is as follows: (1)

1908 there were 34,
1908 M R 10
1910 o » 9B,
1911 ¥ > 116.
b r 182,

1913 " - 219,

(Since the war all immigration from Orient ceased).

These figures did not include 27 mstive born children and three

wives of Russian extraction.

"Phe Cineinnati Oriental Jewish Gommunity was closely interrelated.

There were two groups - one consisting of 8 families,

(1) statistics taken from Maurice B."Eexmer's stu%y, "he Dawn of a
New Problem in Jewish Charities, vol.lV, no.5.

totaling 45 in-



dividuals who had come from Selonies in European Turkey; the other
group from the Dardenelles consisted of 42 heads of households, ma-
king 174 in all.,"

These lmmigrants were Sephardie in their religious outlook, and
their ritual was entirely different from that of the European Jews,
Upon thelr settlement in Cincinnati, they wese completely isolated

themselves from the rest of the Jewish community, Their language

‘'wag different from the Yiddish of the Russian, Polish, Galician, snd

Roumsnian Jews, 1t being Ladino - a mixture of Hebrew, Smanish, Tur-
kish and some little Yiddish, They had their own synsgogue, and
coffee house.

Their reaidencea.were, quite unfortunately, almost entirely lo=-
cated in the segregated district of Cincinnatl, where the housing
conditions are bad. Theit capacities for assimilation of American
ideas were almost mil, which showed itself in that very few of them

WK
became nsturslized. Most of them were skilled in any trades as were

N

the Russian Jews - this is clearly revealed by the following classi-

fication of the occupations in which they were engaged 1n 1913;

Trade: and Transportation
Insurance solieitor
Salesman in post card shop
Candy stand
Hot tomalies

Peddlers

(AR o R O - I B

. Vegetable dealers
-2

Total 20

Pool room



A

Manufacturing and Mechanicgl Irades

Tin factory (unskilled)

Matz0s Bakery (ManiSbheWﬂtz), (unskilled) :O
Candy factory (unskillad) 4
Shoemakers 10
Teilors 14
Pressers 5
Blacksmith :
Carpenter 4
Cigar Maker _~i#
Total ™
Domestic and Personsal Service
Waiters 9
Busboys 3
Common Laborers 2
Total -E.Z_

Their weekly incomes ranged from $4,00 to $20,00 per week - the

Median wage being $10.00 per week,
They had their own society called "La Hermandad" - the Brother-

h°°d: Which was founded in 1910.° Their coffee houses act as their

8ocial genter and olub.
Mr. Hexter after a careful survey of their situstion, recommended

8mong other things "™meed for trade education, - recreational facilities

804 Americanization™,



In 1883 the St. Louis Jewish Tribune paid the Cinoinnati Jew.
ish community & tribute which, in my estimstion, still holds good
today.

"Cincinnati is the center of Jewish American life. Its Jews
wield a stronger and more popular influence as leaders gnd initistors
of religious and social enterprise in American Judaism, though there
are communities in the United States far older and more numerous -
their elementary strength is more vigorous in their intellectual
work,

"There are three salient and indispensable causes for Cincinna-
ti's success, Pirst - The homogeneous character of Cincinnati Jewry,
The bulk of them were Bavarian and kindred Jews. The South-German
Jew hes a peculiar blend of good qualities, He combines:

Scrupulosity with enterprise,
Sobriety with vivacity,
Thriftiness with generosity,

Ambition with modesty.

"Second - The topographical and ethnographical position of Cin-
c¢innati, the Qﬁaen city. Its population ranks among the more refined
and prosperous, thoroughbred, libersl Americans, making Cincinnati one
The Roman Catholic Church flouts. . °
Stimulated

of America's great municipalities.

ished there, also Protespant aggresiveness and education,

by their neighbors, the Jews tried hard %o keep pace with the rest of

their fellow-citizens.
"Third - The fortunate coincidence of having men 1ike Wise and

p
I11lienthal as their spiritual lesders. There wers 1o tornadoes 0



of Rabbinical wrath sng Jealousy,

. The two worked harmoniously to-
1
gether an

The Ieraelite supplements the following other causes:

() The Cincinnati Press was always well disposed towards them,

(b)  Cincinnetians are a liberal class of people.

(e) The Jewish laity consisted of men like Henry Mark, Marcus
Fechheimer, Phil Heidelbach, Jacob Seasongood, Moritz
Loth, Solomon Levi, B.Bettman, Jﬁlius Preiberg, B.Simon,
Abe Friedlander, Max Thurnaver, Solomon Friedmsn, A.Aub,
and others,

It should however be sdded that since that date the sons and
daughters of the older Jewish residents have continued in the foot-
8teps of their parents, The Russian ané East European Jews, too,
are doing their share in furthering the advancement, not slone of
their own brethern and "landesleute”, but also adding to the pres-
tige and glory of the fair name of the Cinoinnati Jewish community.

A8 we glance over the variety and number of organizatioms,
institutions, all modes of articulated self expression which the
Jews of Cincinnsti have developed embraeing every aspect of peli-
glous, economic, cultural, philanthropic, reéreational and social
1life, we feel justified in drawing the deductions that they have
withous state compulsion, and with the whole hearted sympathy of

their non Jewish fellow: gitizens, organized all the elements of

(1) See Israelite, June 1, 1883,



/f

sn inner Jewidh 1ife which bear the traces of the o0ld morms of im.
ner Jewish communal organisation under which the Jews 1lived in Eu
ropean lands - the tradition has been ecarrisd on, in spite of the
persistent olaims made by Rabbis of the radicsl reform wing of Ju-
daism that the Jews are merely a religious community, If this were
true, then there would be no room nor justification for the many
sided inner Jewlsh development quite apart from the purely reli-
gious phase which we find extant, The Jew remains what he histori-
cally was - a Jewish socelal group bound together by a common racial,
historical, and cultural past in which the religious note was and
continues to be dominant. Heit to a common past, enjoying a com-
mon present, they look forward to a common Jewish future., Study-
ing the Jews past while analyzing his present, there seems to be
no reason to desvair of a glorious Jewish future.

In the further chapters of this history we shall disouss in
detail the many sided Jewish activities, both of & civie,as well as

of a Jewish communal nature,
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF CINCINNATI.

X ok ok % ok %

Cincinnati known as the Qussen City of the West is lo-
cated in Hamilton County which was the sscond County establisheed
in the Northwestern Territory. it was formed Jan. 2, 1790 by pro-
clamation of Governor St. Clair and named sfter General Alexander
Hamilton. The facts concerning the early settlement of Cincinnati
are thesse: In the winter of 1787-88, Matthhs Denmsn of Spring=
field, New Jersey, purchased of John Cleves Symmes & tract of land
comprising 740 acres, with the object of forming a station, and
laying out a town on the Ohio side opposite the mouth of the ILick-
ing River and establishing a ferry which last was especially ime
portant. The o0ld Indian war path from the British Garrison at
Detroit here crossed’the Ohio River and nere was the msual avenus
by which savages from the North had invaded Kentucky. Denman paid
five shillings per acre in Contiimental scrip or about less than
$125. in specie for the entire plet. iHe called the proposed town
Losantiville, a name formed by him from the Latin "os" mouth, the

Greek "anti"™ opposite and the French nyille, City trom its position

opposite the mouth of the Licking River. This name it retalned

until the sdvent of Governor St. Clair, Jan. 2, 1790, who being &
member of the old Revolutionary Army Society of Cincinnatus, ex-

Pressed a desire to change the name %o Cincinnati, which was com=

Plied with.
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EARLY BEGINNINGS OF CINCINNATI.

¥ % * % % x ¥

As soon as the settlers landed (Dec. 1788) they commenced

erecting three or four cabins, the first of which was built on Front,
eagt of and nesr MainSt, The corner table of land as well as hills
were then covered with forest land and it was thru the: table forest
land that the first streets were cut. 4is these were laid out they
extended from Eastern Row, now Broadway, to Western Row, now Central
Ave. and from the river as far north as the Northern Row, now Seventh
st. The major ity of the early settlere were from New Jersey, Penn-
Bylvania and Maryland.

In 1791, Cincinnati had 1ittle increase in populatione~=-
gbout ane-half of the population was attached to the Army of St. Clair
and many were killed in the Wars with the Indians.

In 17&2 about fifty persons were added by immigration to
the population of Cineinnati, and a house of worship was erected.

The year 1795 found the village with ninety-four eabins,

ten frame houses snd sbout five hundred inhabitants. In 1B00 the
and in 1802,

In 1805

population was estimated at seven hundred and fifty;

Cincinnati was incorporated by the merritoriesl Legislatiom.

its population mounted to nine hunmdred snd fifty souls. Itis from

this period that we date the rspid snd extré:grdinary advancement

of our young city. The nationality of Cineinsati was composed of

the first to settle, tho in point
g=third of the adult popu=

the English end Scotch, who were

°f numbers, the Germans formed at least on
lation and fggm their number and pationality coustituted the most

important ingredient of the community. See (Cincinnati Directory



1829 and Asts' Dirsctory of Cineimnnati, 1841).

In 1825 the foreign born Population of the village 1ined

up a8 follows:

(See Directory 1825.)

From England--w-e--- 192
" Germany-~--=w-- 52
" Prussigece-e--- 2
" Austrig-------- 1
" Hollende~=--m=- 2

"

Poland-=-m-mee= 1

In 1841 the foreign born of the city were as follows;

{Ses Cést'a Directory 1841).

From Germanic State
n England
" Holland
" Russia

3440 equals 28% of total Pouplation
786 n 6% n ] w
14 American Born 54% ' "
3

The facts show that in 1841, 50% of the total populstion

was foreign born.

The growth of population in Cineinnati in 10 year periods

from its earliest settlement to 1880 is as follows:

YEAR
1800

1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880

POPULATION
750
2540
9602

24831
46338
115436
161044
261239

(heavy German increase due to
1848 Revolution in Germany)

258768



An interesting fact concerning the German Population of

the city which was settled in the tenth and nineteenth wards was
/ /

thét there were no persons reported as unable to
W\

as in the ¥3th there are 1097 who cannot read and 1685 who can not
if
write. (Israelite Dec. 9, 1870).

read or write, where=~

During the Civil War Cincinnati, which was located on
the Northern side of the Mason and Dixzom line fell in with the North-
ern cause and dlsplayed great enthusiasm, and its soldiers much
heroism. 3Both the Irish end Germsn Contingents which formed a very
large element in the poPulatioﬁ sprang with alacrity to the cmuse
of the Union. The Siege of Cincimnnati end Morgan's Rai&:-two of
the notable events during the war, still stir the imaginstion of
0old Cincinnatians,

In 1877 a charscterization of Cincinnati, given by an
Eastern Divine of note reads: "Cincimmati is the exceptional city
or the world for the socisl charscter of its people and the wise
generosity and the public spirit of its wealthy men and citizens
Senerally:‘(see'ﬂowe's nistoricel Gollections of Ohio, P.781)}.

In 1875 fhe London Quarterly Review in an article on
National Rducation in the United States, chose three cities, New

York, Boston and Cincimmati as having model educational facilities.

"Phe School System of Cincinnati is famous throughout

the United States. That besutiful elty regards itself as decid=

edly modern and more enlightened es respects education than either

New iork or Boston--and in this claim she is not unmarr&nted.g

(Quoted in Isrselite May 28, 1875.)

Cineinnati of 1880 was noted for its remarkable public

spirit--its Music Pestivels and Industrial Expositions, its re-

markable natural secenery made lovely by its rising hills towerhg



1p 500-400 feet, whichWIs mounted by inelines railways,which leq

yo plenic grounds, beer gardens and delightful bena con;erts, con=-
queted by the noted leader Thomas, out of which later grew the
cineinnati Symphony Orchestra, A lowe for g00d mueic, good beer

and pesubtifdil flowers K are results of the original peculiar character
of the large Germen population which formed rracticelly the back
bone of Cincinnati.

It is interesting to read the following extrset from
ﬂgﬁmuek"s Historical Collections of Ohio, P. 787, concerning the Jews
(1877)

L as s v "An excellent and very weatlhy part of the German Ele-
ment is the Hebrew. They however, are Germen, but 1little morse than
in langusge. Everywhere they sre the same peculiar people.y..n

" The routine of their domestic dally lives, the prepara=
tion of their food, etc. is regulated by certsin rules and oceremon=
ies which form an essential part of their religion so that they
There -is but

uever can socially, assimilate with other peoples.

i
little visiting between the families of Jews and Gentiles.



THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL GROWTH OF
CINCINNATI IS CIEARLY SHOWN IN THE
FOLLOWING TABLE.

¥ % Kk k k %k K %k %k * ¥ ¥

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE PROSPERITY OF CINCINNATI:

VALUE OF PRODUCTS AND MANUFACTURES

1840~--1872,
CLASSIFICATION VALUE OF PRODUCTS & NUMBER OF HANDS.
: MANUFACTURES.
1840 1812 1840 1872,
Fine Arts 170,100 695,196 139 144
Miscellanedus 700, 920 6600,662 462 2,018
TOTALS $16366,443 $143,486, 9,040 58,508

“prosperity in Cincinnati will be increased when the Cin-

einnati Southern Railrosd is completed, as it opens within a short

distance on territory teeming with the best quelity of coal, iron-

i

Ore and magnificent lumber.



PAST,
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STATISTICS MADE IN THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF

PRESENT AND FUTURE

CINCINNATI.

THE BHAMBER OF COMMRRCE

and

THE BOARD OF TRADE

PROSPERITY OF

FOR THE YBAR----- 1872.

CLASSIFICATION VALUE (* PRODUCTS AND NOMBER OF HANDS.

MANUFACTURES. A
1840 1872 1840 1872 _

Iron $ 1,725,549 §25,725,431 1250 10,237
Other Metals 658,040 4,344,650 466 1,573
Wood 2,095,837 15,231,086 1426 8,294
Leather 1,086,750 7,966,514 888 5,209
Food 5;269,617 17,789,944 1567 2,621
Soap Cnadles, etec. - 433,940 8,436,029 142 1,011
Clothing 2,009,850 15,229,215 1217 14,503
Liquors 307,600 21,536,851 110 1,870
Cotton, Wool, etc. 411,190 1,418,800 369 ges
Drugs, Chemicals,etc. 468,250 2,473,660 114 602
Stone & Earth 258,300 3,665,719 201 1,568
Carriages, Cars, ete. 117,000 2,216,642 87 1,268
Paper 669,600 1,332,097 512 432
Book Binding,ste. 702,853 2 ::Z
Printing g Publishing 4,561,180 ’
Tobaceo 5,568,343 3,549




TOPOGRAPEY

Cineinnati is situated on thedorth Bamk of the Ohio--the
center of the City being one and one-hslf miles from the mouth of
the Millereek. The Little Miemi River empties into the Ohio sbout
seven miles above the Millereek. The Big Miami @ some ten or twelve
miles below. All these streems flow from North and it is between the
Big Miami and Little Miami that the mein bluffs extend into the
heart of the City. = There is a smsll platesu between these bluffs
just sbove the mou¥th of Millereek. The plastmau is from thirty to
‘8ixty feet above high water and covers approximately twenty-eight
square miles. It waah%he pleteau whdme Cincinnati was originally
located, it was not until 1880 when the eity basin became rather
densely settled and immigration to the city was on the inerease that
the hills were settled.

Along the ioot of these hills is one long thoroughfare.
!hé raeilroads operste along the entire river frontas well as on
both sides of the Milleresk. From the top of the bluffs along the
Ohio the ground is very broken and undulating.

The streets along this part of the city are for the most

Part built slong ridges or thru nstursl depressions and follow the
line of emsiest grsde.

DENSITY OF POPULATION. 'he city is comprised of twenty-six wards.

Onethird of these wards have a density of populabtion from six to

: b 4
‘hirteen times as great as the density of the whole population o

congested;
the City, wardas fifteen snd seventeen are the mest cong

n
erds sixteen and ten follow next in order of demsity of population.



NOTABLE FACTS CONCERNING CINCINNATI

I 0D & %,

****************##

Cigeimnati's population is 463,800. Its Proportion of
foreign born to native is smaller than for any other large
American City. This in spite of the fact that at one time it
had a very large percentage of foreigh born.

The five most important industries in Cincinngti are:;

Foundry and machine shop products,

Slaughtering and Meat Packing,

Clothing, men's and Women's,

Printing snd Publishing

Boots and Shoes, including cut stocks

and findings.
Cincinnati produces more soap than any other city in the United
{jﬁLﬁ;. Cincinnatil is & city of skilled labor commanding high
wages.
It is primarily a city of homes.

it has an equable climate-- the Mezn annual temperature

of 55.1.
Cineinnati has oneof the most efficient health depart-

ments in the United States. =The death rate in Cineinnati for all

causes during 1916 was 16.41 per thoussnd population.

Its car system covers the whole ocity and i= inified.

Tts Public Utilities, such as Water Works, Gas and

Electrieity and Telephone, are good.



It is & City of Music Tovers. Cincinnati m pports the
Symphony Brehestra, the May Festivals and two colleges of Musiec,

It is noted for its Art Institutes, such as Rookwood
Pottery, Art School and Museum,

Technical Educétion has been greatly developed in Cin-
cinnati. The Ohio Mechanics Institute, Co-operative Course in
the Engineering College and Continuation Classes, 511 attest to
this,

Its Public School System 1s one of the first in America
lesding from Kindergarten thru the University of Cincinnati
Cineinngti being the only city in American owning a fully organ-
ized Munkipal University with Schools of Liberal Arts, College
of sngineering, College of Medicine Graduate School, Teachers'
College, College of Commerce and School of nousehold Arts. |

It possesses a remarkabls developing Park System,

Cincimnnati is the only City in the Country owning a
Steam Reilroad.

It is a Socially minded Commnity where Social experi-
mentstion such as Social Unit plan Receives careful attention.

These and many other facts too numerous tommtion here
are some of the characteristics of the Queen City of the West

in whose midst the Jewish Community has lived and worked for

the last 100 years.
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STATISTICS OF JEWISH POPULATION

IN CINCIHNATI.
1843-1918



STATISTICS OF JEWISH POPULATION OF CINGINNATT
1843-2918.

The following table shows graphically the growth of

the Jewish population from 1843%-1918. The population earlier than

v

1843 grew rapidly from a single individual in 1817.

The figures given are mere estimates ascertained reughly
as in the case of the lMatzos estimate or by mere impressions of
the estimater. The writer is in a position to know how inaccurate
are such estimates. The Tigures given are the only ones we have,
and therefore serve at least to show us tle "trend" of the growth.

It is indeed regretable that the Jewish communities of
America have not to this day taken sufficient interest in the pro-
blem of Jewish vital statistica}to mork out a method of recording
Jewish statistics of population, birth, deaths, marriages, and in-
ter-marriages, soldiers and sailors of Jewish faith in Arm%’and
Namy)and éﬁ?gration, etce

There have been & few attempts made at scientifically
end statistically (the only method possible, since census taking
in larger communitids would be too costly,and would prove inaccur-
ate ,due to imability to conmandeér the information) determining
the Jewish popluation of cettain communities, notable among these
are 1) Dr. Barnett's study of Jewish population of laryland and
Baltimore based on death rate methodw 1.

9) Joseph Jacobs studies-%

- 1. gee American Jewish year Book.!10Z

2. see American Jewish Year Book, 1912 and 1914 also qewiah Ggmiynal
Uirectory 1918, New York City, whore he mptlmates JSWISE poguzgvlon
of New Yorkvciév on & basis of & few methode such a8 gohsn & v

wd

method, desath rate, marriage rate, Birth rate, immigration, etc,



3) The United States Census Bureau 1910 on basis of

Yiddish speaking.

4) Walter Laidlaw of New York on Census of Federation
of Church or synagogue Affiliation also used
in Cindinnati in 1912.

5) Mre. Chalmers on basis of density of population for
a certain given district 1.

g) ilethod used by Dre. Alex,Dushkin in his study of Jewish
population of Hew York City.2. This method con-
sists ofdetermining the percentage of attendance
and zbsence in Public Schools on Rosh Hashonah

and Yom Kippure

1. American Journsl of gtatigtics July 1913 Article on Jewish

population in New York City

2. see Jewish Communal Register New York 1918.



JEWISHE POPULATION IN CINCTNNATI.

YUAR JEVISH POPULATION HOW OBTATNID

—_—

1845 3554 Joseph Jonas article on Jews of

e Ohio - Occident Vol,I P.547.

1844 000 Joseph Jonag in Occident Vol.II
P. 347.

1849 4000 latzos Listimate - Occ.larch 1349
states Jewish popliletion hed increased
to such an extent that 20,000 lbs.
of llatzos had to be bakedwcounting
5 1lbs. per persone "When Congregation
at Cincinnati was first established
they baked about 100 lbs. of liatzos
This year 1849 it takes them 6 weeks
to prepare the guantities required by

- machinery and fears are entertained that
the time may not be sufficient as ower
20,000 lbs. will hardly satisfy the
demaend made."

1854 4000 Max B. May's I. le ise P.155.

1855 6000 Faitor of Israelite. 1.

1857 7000 Bruel S. in Occident Vol.15, P.133.




YOAR JEWISH POPULATION

HOW OBTAINED

1860 10,000 Matzos Estimate - Only 1800 1bs.
given to poor showing that poor =
about »00.

1861 9000 - 10,000 Editor of Israslite - Feb.8,1861

10,500 - 11,000 According to llatzos estimate-560

DOOT»

1870 2,000 Editor of Israelite estimates
Israelite Nov.18,1E90.

1872-1874 12,225 L Editor of Israelite estimate Jewish
population as 1/18 of total - Israel-
ite July 12,1872, July 11,1873,
June 1874,

1891 15,000 Quoted in Isralite July 16,1891

in general estimate of Jewish pop-
ulation of United States.
. New York = 250,000
Chicago = 60,000
Philadelphia = 40,000

Cincinnati = 15,000

1897 16,000 BEditorial in Israelite on growth



YEAR

JEVISH POPULATION

HOYW OBTAINED

of Russian Jows in Cincy over

8000 having come gince 1881 - 1.

1900 15,000

Estincted in article on Cincinnati -
Jewish LEncyclopedae article written

by Dr. Philipson.

1205 17 , 500

P S ——

1207 25,000

—— . —

American Jewish Year Book 1914-15

P. 35%.

Amevrican Jewish YearlBook 1914-15

P. 354,

1910 73737

-

Stated Yiddish as their fother tongue

in 1910 U. S. Consus, P.354.

— e e e

i

1912 30,000

Zatimated by the Continuation Com-
nittee of World in Cincinnati. Editor
of Israelite says this figure is

excesaive = Israelite Nov.7,1912.

i . -

1912 28,000

— o .

1918 25,000

PR——— R

Americen Jewish Year Book 1914-1915.

. - —

American Jewish Year Book 1917-19218.

st o —

l.sec Israelite April 29, 1897.



THE JEWISH CINCINNATI COMMUNITY AND THE NON - JEWISH ENVIRONMENT.
I. American Intolerance to the Jews.
(Historical discussion)
TT. Attitude of Non-Jew to Jew in Cinclnnati.
TIII.The Bible and the Cincinnatl Public School Controversy.
IV. Jewish Apol@getics.

V. Instances of DISCRIMINATIONLIn Cincinnati.

Vi. Cases of Sunday Law violations by Jews.



AMERICAN INTOLLIRANGE AGAINST THE JEWS.

The perBect liberty in which the various denominations
live side by side by in the United States, ang the feeling of strength

and union and brotherhood to which it has given rise, and which it

constantly fosters, makes itan unpleasangrygr the histori&ﬁ?ggﬂl
those days in which the spirit of intolerance and persecution

had gained a foothold even on our blessed Boil, and for a time
threatened to wage as bitter a war against liberty of conscience

as it formerly did and still does in the benighted lands of the

0ld Worlde. The early Jewish settlers in the United States were nof
in the enjoyment of perfect equal rights. Roger Williams' procla-
mation:"All men may walk as their consciences persuade them, every
one in the name of his God," did not meet with an immediate accep-
tance by his colony, still less by the more intolerant colonies
adjoining his. Americe witnessed then a scene not unlike that
which was enacted at about the same time in Holland. The intoler=—
ance of the barely emancipated Jews of Amsterdam against Baruch
Spinoza for differing in some of his theological oonéeptions foom the
accepted Jewish creed of mediavalism had its counterpart in the per-
socuting spirit which was displayed against all dissenters by the
early Puritan Fathers, who themselves had sought our shores and

had preferred the wilds and danders and hardships of a Hew World

to sscape the intolerance of the old. As might have been expected
the people that sent Roger Williams in midwinter into the wilderness

Bow apnontla Massachusetts' theocratic form of government, the people



that in_Virginia bhanished the Quakers ang brosceribed their return

ag a felony that made it penal in parents to refuse to have their

children baptized, that made it obligatory on the dissenters to

build the churches of the Anglicans, the people that in lMassachu-

setts hanged the Quakeress, that in New York threatened the penalty
of death on a Catholic priest for bringing sacrament to the dying,
that people could not be expected to extend a hearty welcome to the
degraded and universally maligned Jews of the seventeenth century.
B the year 1645 a majority of the House of Delegates of the 0ld
Colony'reported in favor of an act to "allow and maintain full

and free toleration to all men that would preserve the c¢ivil peace
and submit unto government; and there was no limitation or excep-
tion against Turk, Jew, Papist, Arian, Socinian, Nocclaitan, Fam-
ilst or any other;" but the governor refused to put the gquestion
and so stifled the lawe. (Bancroft's "History of the United States."
VoleIs, chap.l12.) In the year 1762 the Superior Court of Rhode
fsland refused to naturalize the Jews "as wholly inconsistent with
the first principles upon which the colony was founded, and & law
of the same now in force." The Catholic Lord Baltimore, of Hary-
land, granted religious liberty to Christisns only, and the Quakers
of Pennsylvenia enacted a law that all offices of the colony must

be filled by professed Christians. As the colonies grew older thelr

intolerance became severer. Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connec-

ticut, Wew Jersey, North and South Carolina and Georgia made church



attendance compulsory, inflicted punishment for denying the in-

splration of Scriptures. South Carolina declared Protestantism

to be the religion of the State. Delaware made the belief of

the Trinity a requisite for ell officers. In 1737 the Legisla-
ture of New York unanimously passed this statute: "Resolved,
That it not appearing to this House, that persons of the Jewish
religion, have & right to be admitted tc vote for Parliament men,
in great Britaln, it is the unanimous opinion of this House that
they ought not be admitted to vote for representatives in this
colony." MNorth Carolina forbade as late as 1826 the election of
any Jew to office and laryland sentenced a Jew Tor having spoken
disbegpectfully of Jesus.
.- JEUISH EMANGIPATION IN THE UNITED STATES. !

Not +ill 1785, not til} Thomas Jefferson arose and valiant-
1y championed a repeal of all laws that restricted the free exer-
cise of religious belief, did religlous liberty exist in the
United stakes, or were church and State completely severede The
preamble of the law, known as the "Act to establish Réligious
Freedom," written and defended by Jefferson, and finally accepted
December 16, 1765, descrves an honored place in the history of
Judeism. The preamble reads thug:

"yhepeas Almighty God hath created the mind freej that

411 attempts to influence it by temporal punishments, or burdens,

or by sivil incapacities, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy

LS



and meanesss # # # That the impious Présumption of legislators

and rulerss civil as well as ecclesiastical, who, being them-

selves but fallible and uninspired men, have assumed dominion

- 1 3 4= L = == . i
over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and modes

of thinking as the only true and infallible, and as such endeaver-—

ing to lmpose them on others, hath established or maintained false
religions over the greatest part of the world, and throggh all time;
that to compel a man to firnish contributiocns of wmoney for the pro-
pagation of opinions which he disbelieves, ie sinful and tyranni-
cale # # 4

"Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly, that
no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious wor-
ship, place, or ministry whatsoever; noe shall he enforced, restrained
molested, or burdened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise
suffer, on account of his religiovs opinions or belief; but all men
shall be free to prefess and by argument to maintain their opinions
in matters -f religion; and that the same shall in nowise diminish,
enlarge, or affect their civil capacities," etc.

gince then the Jews have enjoyed perfect liberty of con-
gcience, with some slight exceptions, &s in New Hampshire, where, up
to 1877, all State officers were required to be Protestants, and where
the pupils ‘of the public schools are still compelled to listen daily
to the reading of the 01ld and New Testamentsj or in Hassachusetts,
where the Supreme Court decided that the Sabbath (Saturday) observing

Jew is not permitted to pursue his vocation on Sunday. The most noted

—_—



act of intolerance against the Jews in the United States was the

famous Order No.ll, by General U. S. Grant. The facts coneerning

Order No.ll are these: In the winter of 1862-63, while General
Grant was operating down in lississippi, the Confederate were m
smuggling supplies and medicines through the Union lines, and
recelving a great deal of aid and comfort through the smugglers,

a majority of whom were Jews. Grabt became annoyed and exasper-
ated at this class of intruders, and determined to put an end

to their traffic. During the first week in January, 1865, anf order
was issued from Grentl!s headquarters expelling all Jews, regardless
of sex, age or previcus condition, from the entire department, which
included the States'between the Ohio River and Louiesiana. This
order required sll Jews living in Kentucky, Tennessee and liissis-
sippi to emigrate within a few days, and very naturally aroused

not only the Jews dieectly affected, but the Jews in every part

of the Union. That General Grant had ewer given any serious

thought to this order is hardly progable. The rank and file of

his owvn army included thousands of Jews, abhd Order Mo. 11 embraced
the loyal and law-abiding Jews as well as the disloyal and mer-
cenary scamps who were carrying on the business of smuggling.

The obnoxious order was revoked by President Lincoln within forty-

eight hours, through the intercession of Dre I. M. Wise, Rabbi, of

Cincimnati, who hastened to Washington for that purpose.



=l

Cincinnati has Trom tie

eoarlieat beginnings been a most

) i 1 = 1 STy - - .
tolsrant c¢ity. Jews have held publiec office both slective and an-
! £

e 3 o~
pointive atv all % i_r.ies) and as we shall show in a latsp i

ealing with the Jews in P in Sarvs .
d g ra in Public uBlVlceﬁLnere wags never any hog-
tility to Jewish candidates for office on account of' their religious

affiliation or race.
The attitude of the Non=Jew Lo the Jew in various walks
of life has been most gracious without being in the lsas& condescen—
ding. This we noticed first when Joseph Jonas the pioneer Jewish
settler was according to his own stateméent "permitted free social
i@ﬂhrse with his gentile neighbors" and his adnittance into member-
ship of the Cincinnnti Royal Arch Ghapnter of ilasons, where he held
the office of First Vail. \fhen the Jews were erecting fmrk their
first synasogue in 1834 Jonas further tells us that "fifty-two
gontlemen of the Christian faith, our fellow citizens gave us towands
the building £25 each."l. It was Nicholas Longworth who donated
outriéht in 1826 a piece of land adjoining the original purchased
cemetery the wvalue of 500 dollars.
In 1853 Dr. A. He. Baker, then.Prﬁfessor of Surgery in the
Cincinnati College of lLiedicine addressing the annual banquet of
the Talmid Yelodim Institute said,"The Jews of Cincinnati have reached
a position of dignity end attainment in all social, civil, religious

intellectual life of Cincinnati fhat is unsurpassed,by even the

native descendants of Pilgrim fathers or gires of American Indepen-

—

l. note Occ. Vol.2, Psldi.



dencBe 1.

In 1888 when Dr. Lillienthal had accepted g call to the

pulpit of Temple Emanu El, New York, a Comnittes of prominent cit

izene headed by Judge Bellamy Storer requested the Board of Trustees

of Bene Israel Congregation to hold a meeting with them at Judge

er's Hous
storer's house. It was urged &t this meeting that Dg. Lillienthal

was too valuable citizen for the cormunity to lose, and that every

effort should be nade to retain him. 9

Ag early as 1880 the Rev. Dr. Conway preached very friend-
ly sermons in his Church in which he lauded the Jews as citizens
and urged that Jews live up to their priestly misson.3.

The intimate friendship of Dr. Wise and the late Thomas
. Vickﬂ%, Unitarian linister, librarian of the Public Library
- and Rector of the HBniversity of Cincinnati.(4.)as well as his most
friendly relaticnsghip with the Catholic ArchbishopsPurcell and Elder
all attest to the most pleasant Teelings between Jew and Non-Jew.

It wag in 1887 that C.W. Starbuck, President of the ?incinnati Re-
lief Union in his annual ravort says about the Jews of Cincinnati,
"When I did not solicit them, they asked for permission to subscribe,
tho they are the only ones in Cincinnatl who support their owm poor}
but lir. Trounstine gave me 100 dollars and introduced me to other

Jewish merchants who zave liberally."S5. On many different oscasions

the Jews were praised for their liberality and civic loyalty.

l.gee inute book of Talmud Yeledgn Inﬁtftute'
2+ Dr. Phillipson - ifax Lillienthal, P. G6%.

3+ Israslite lMay 11, 1860.

..g“ gee II&}]’ = I.M.wige P. 578 -

S5« Israelite June 19, 1863



Drs.Lillienthal and Wise were on many occasions invited

to speak from Chrigtian Pulpitse Dr Lillienthal being the fiprst

Rabbi in America to speak from a Christian pulpit, 1867, (1)(HL

spoke in Unitarian Church on subject Free Clurch and Free Statg)
Since then Jewish ministers have basn frequent visitors in Christ-
lan pulpits. In 1897 there was affected in Gincinnati the first
Union Thanksgiving Service among the liberal Christians and Jewish
Congregations of the City, which continues till this day. The first
Union S8ervice was held at the liound St. Temple, the Rev. Geo. A,
Thayer, Unitarian linister preached the sermon. (2)

There were and are numsrous Societies where Jews and non=-
Joews mingled freely and as social equals (3), there being only
oné case on record where a Jow was refused admission to membership
of the University Club on basis of his religion(4). Confirmation
of this spirit was voiced by both Drs. Wisa abd Lillienthal. The
latter on the oceasion of his 25 anniversary of coming to Cincinnati
said :" Cincinnati took the lead in festering a brotherly sentiment
between Jews and Christians. It is a bright gem in the diadem of
our Queen City. On many a public occason she has conetontly shown
that she honors the man zand the citizen and disregerds all denomin-
ational differences."

There have however been occasgions and N6i-Jews who have
8ullied the fair name of Cincinnati thru displaying their animogity

to their Jewish fellow citizens. From time to time especially in

l. see Israelite March 15, 1867

2+ Israelite Nov. 8,1897.
3 Israelite liarch 15, 1898 - Feb. 20, 1885.
1. Israellte Paril 13, 1893.



Uhe yeans DevRasn 1656 sad 1868 some of the Cincinnati new
1 spa-

pers permitted the publication of news items which were purposez

ly colored to discredit the fair name of some Jew; but these na
7 -—

tices were always retracted and usually apologized for. On the

whole the Cincimmati Press has been nost liberal in its attitude,
frequently printing page long histories of Jewish progress in
cincinnat% and praising the Jews in public office, and in the
@ommercial pursuits of the city. On one accasion notably in
1856 (1) both Drs. Wise and Lillienthal and some leading Jewish
citizens were compelled to take exception to & Thanksgiving Pro-
clamation which as Governor Chase later explained,and apol®gized

/
for, inadvertently contained the phrase "issue this proclamation

as becoming a Christian people® When it was explained to the
Governor that this was unbeconing the liberal tradition of the
State and country}and centrary to the law of the_lan@ which separ-
ates Church and State the phrase was expunged and never recurreds

On two other occasions (1869—18?5)-when attempts were be-
ing made by the Sectarian.bigoﬁs to introduce the name of the
Christian Saviour and other religious clauses)into the State Con~
gtitution; the Jewish community of Cincinnatg as well as Cleveland,
C-lumbus, Dayton, etc. were stirred up by Dre. Wise to send prominent
“TJewish delegates to object. Dre Wise wrote,"We want free schools,
and free Colleges without any sort of religion in them. e want
State institutions purged of gectarianism. Wenting this as we do,

have your men therse @#o do it." (2)

l. see Igraelite Nov. 21{ 1886 .
2e Israelite Jan 24, 1873, o

[T—
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In .[376 furing the Campaign of Col. Barnes Repyblican Candidate
fyom Hemilton County. Dr. Wise urged the Jews snd sll liberal
citizens to defeat him because he hud supported a petition to

Christianize the Ohio Consitutiion.(1)

1. Israelite Vols. 27 issues 16 and 17.



THE EIBLI! AND THE fUBLIC SCHOOL CONTROVIRSY.

geading of the Bible :nd Bible Study heve been
and sti]ll are today & problem vexing the educ:=tional =ud religious
lec-ders of America. If #s it is universally admitted the Bible
is vhe master book of »1l liter:turcs,and thc text book of Judaism
and Christignity)why should its reading be forbidden in the publiec
Schodls of this country. The answer is,that in spite of tne
Christians being the major element in our American population, the
organic law of the l:nd separztes tne Church from the Statc and the
Bible is primerily a religious book, wherees the Public Schools are
the instrument of all peoples.

In 1862 the Cincinn-ti Board of Education sdopted ,
& regolution providing thuat The opening exercisges in every department
of the school syuvem should commence by reuding a portion of vthe
Bible;byfor under ,the direction of vche ‘eacher with the appropri:te
hymn ginging by pupils. On September 28, 18b5 (1) the lsraelite
said edtorially "We azgree to h.vec the Bible read in the Common
Schools. But tvhis is not the cuse nor is it intendec to be the case,
There is used in the public schoals an kKnglish translation/ or

rather & version or the Bible. It is well kmown th=t every sect

has another version of certain portions otf the Pible, All sects

are entitled to equal rights, h nece =2ll versions of the Eible should
be reud in the Public ‘-Jchools:1 This argumeant was cogent. Dr. Vise
did not carry his point. Meanwhile «gitation was going on :.goinst

the reading of Bible in Publie Schools. On Hov. 1, 1869 the Cincin-

nati Boerd of Educstion ccasidered the quesztion agein and by &

1. Israelite 1855 issue no. l1lZ.
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majority vote it wis resolved that "Religious instruction end

reading of religious pooks, including the Holy Bible, are pro-

hibited in the Common Schools ot Cincinnati, it being vhe true

object and intent of this Tule,to allow the children ot the perents-

of all sectsrand 0pinions)in mettcrs ot faith pnd worship, to

enjoy alike the benerits of the Common School rund." This raised

& storm or eritvicism =nd « fiery controversy ensued. Prominent

Christien citizens eng:ged eminent council to enjoin the Board fro
excluding the Bible fTom J o

pthe Common Schools, claiming vhat the resolutions were in violation
of law and against public policy and morality,and an abuse of
authority ==t vested in law. In its issue or Oct 8, 1869 the
Israelite took & vigorous stand on vthe matter. "We zare opposed
to Bible readings in the Schools ——- As Jews we do not want any

one to tesch our young ones the religion of our tathers. We do

" Il
it all ourselves. , .. =~ ~ =

1 ¢ L
~~~~~ ~. From = general standpoint however we arc opposed

t0 Bible reading int the School. The American people consist of
a conglomeration or n:tionalitvies =nd sects united by the Constitu-
tion und laws of the United States, their common interests, end the

love of liberty and independence. The gist ot the whole matver is,

we agree to disagree on every point excepv public government, which

, -
! ' i wvn in
we agree to support, maintaim and obey. Dr. Wise here set do

a few words tvhe attvitude oI lae Jew to American life. Citizenship

= er
and nzvionality ere not one and the seme .conception - the form

implies loyalty to countyy of birth or sdoption, its lews, language

—

k.



customs and economic factors. The latter calls for =ttachment

and devotion vo religion, culture, idecls, habits or life etec.

of one's family «nd people - the two in e democrstic land sup-
plement and compliment one cnother - vhey contlict only when
the mojority group wish to meke vhis country Christisn in relig-
ion, inglo-Saxon in culvure ideals, tnd habits of life.

Dr. Wise continues, "1he.: public schools are insti-
tutions for thc education of free, intelligent, and enlightened
citizens. That is all. To this end we need good secular schools
and nothing else. The 3tate has no religion. Having no religion
it can nov impose any religious instruction on the citizen, adult
or child. The Bible is & ©book of religion. All admitv vhis. By
what rightv is it imposed on the public schools?u

On November 2, 1869 Messrs. Sage and Hénkle, William
A Ramsey and King, Thompson snd Avery filed a petivion in vhe Sup-
erior Court of Cincinnati in behalf of Minor et al vs. the Board
of Lducation to enjoin the Board from excluding the Bible.

Messrs. Stenley znd Samuel R. Mathews, George Hoadley
Stallo, and Kittredge snd Welker and Connor, City Solicitors, repre-
The case was elaborately

sented the mejority members OX the Bourd.

and exhsustively argued pefore Judges Hagans, Storer, &and Tatft by

Messrs. Sage/ Remsey ond King for the Bible reading}and liessrs.,

Stallo, Hoasdley ond Stenley Matthews against the reading. The court
’

grented the injunction. Judges Hegens and Storer esch delivering a

favorable opinion, Judge Taft dissenting. The Board of Education
T '



carried the case to the Supreme Court or Ohio where the Judge

ment of vhe lower court wag reversed tnd the right of the Board of

Education %o dispense with the reading of the Bible fully estab-

lished. (1)

The argument on which the supreme court of the
State decided ugeinst the Bible recding in the public schools was,
that if the Eible res -ding is paramount +o religious worshlp it has
no place in the publiec schools, if it is merely to be used as a
text-book then the Bocrd of sducation alone hus the right to de-
cide on the question.

Tho this ended the metter finelly for the Board of
Educatio }and no ottempt has since been made to introduce religioun
éxcercises in the Cinecinnati public schools, excepting for an occasa
ional Christmus Celebration tactlessly introduced by some teacher
or principal. The problem arose agein at s meeting of the Board
of Directors of the University of Cincinnati in Peb,1878.(2)
'1As t0 the advisability of introducing the reading or tvhe Bible
at the weekly convocation excercisesf the Copmittee to whom
the matter had been referred reported Favorzbly because as they
meintaimed & clause in the will of MeHicken the man who had endowed
the University was to be interpreted as favoring it. The report
was objected to by Dr. Lillienthal 2 member ofr the Board snd Judge

Hozdley end the matter was ¥abled and then dispissed.

ts 211,also
. d of itducuation vs. Minor 23 Ohio State HRepor
iaysfel?gﬁﬁlsg P. 246 - 249, Philipson's Max Lilldenthal P, 106
107: 120, 474 - lsraelite Oct. 8, 1869, Oct 22, Nov.5, Dec.l0, Dec.

16, Dec. 54 and successive 1ssues.
Ro see Israselite larch 1, 1878.



Jewish Apol@szetics in
Cincinnati

In the early days of 1860 -70 religious and interdenomina-
tional polemics ran high. Dr. Wise and Lillieuthal represent-
ing the liberal wing of American Judaism were frequently called
upon and challenged to state theJewish view of (o and
Christianity)espacially because of their liberal and universal-
istic tendenciesy; To these challenges Lillieuthal & Wise re-
plied thru frequent lectures and articles. As 8 result of
this period of Dr. Wise's activities we have his book on

“Judaism and Ghristiauity.q Their Asreements and Pisagreements
188?9.As early as 1859, bDre. Lillieuthal found himself engaged
in a controversy over the self same problem with Protestant
ministers, the proceedings of which are reported in Deborah
January 14th, 1859 and succeeding issues.

In April 1860 some Catholic priests of the Philomena Church
refused to grant absolution to some Catholic servant girls be-
cause they were employed in Jewish families. On legrning of
this Dr. Lillienthal sddressed the following letter to
Archbishop of Cincinnati.

Right Reverend Sir:

Some priests of your diocese officiating at the
Philomens Church of this city, refused during the last week
to grant absolution to some Catholic servant girls because they
were in the employ of some Jewish families; however after the

1 Cincinnati Dgily Times April 11, 1860



the girls entreaties, the rite of absolution was rerformed under
the condition that they should leave those families without
delay. '

Wle consider this behavior on the part of the men or.
dained to tmch and preach love and good will to all men, an
act of fanatic bigotry, an insult to our American institutions.
Such abuses and prejudices date from days of fanaticism of
mediaeval ages, but are a violation of the spirit of humanity
which in our days, en deavors to unite mankind into one common
brotherhood.

We Hebrews of this age respect and regard every men
whatever his creed. It is quite immaterial to us whether he
worships in a church, a mosque, a Synagog or a heathen Temple
provided he is an upright, charitable man add a good citizen,
but we look with scorn end indignation on all men who in our
days are carried away by gsecarian obsolete doctrines and by &
misunderstood zeal, to sow discord among fellow men and
fellow citizens.

At the same time I sm under the gaddening obligation
to inform you, that in cas® hhis demeanor will be continued
by the clergy under your command, & league will be forme@ by
the Hebrew menchsnts of this city,for discharging at once all

of the thousands of Catholic workmen at present engaged by thelr

large mercantile houses.

These men will comply with the command issued by

your clergy in the confessional chair. For the fatal and

i ) asure we will
disastarous consequences resulting from such a measur

1



hold responsible those men with whom such prejudices originate
and by whom they are imported into this country of civil end
religious liberty.

I trust you will exercise the great influence which your
high office gives to you to prevent such a lamentable calamity.
To foster and to promote peace and good will is the duty of
every upright man; how much more thet of a priest.

With the highest regard and consideration Right Reverend
Sir,
Yours Dr Lillienthal _
Rabbi Broadway Synagog
Cineinnati, April 11, 18560.

The letter had the desired result. On Jan 20, 1869
Archbhishop J. B Punﬂcelll issued a pastoral letter in which
the following passage occured, " We live with people our
earthly lot is cast among them who do not believe in Jesus
Christ. One class of our fellow citizens whose ancestors
eried out, "His blood be upon ms and our children" who
maintain that he was not God but a vile imposter, and there-
fore justly slain by their forefathers, and this they %ach on

Yy

every Sabbath in their synagogse.
It goes without saying that this calumny was not left

unanswered. Drse. Wise end Lillienthal as well ag the Unitarian

Minister Dr. Vickers entered the fray with success, the

2
Archbishop apologized.?

1 Catholiec
2I8rzelito Feb. 5th, 1869



As late as 1880 the polemic still wagede In the
Israelite of October 1st, 1880 we find & reply to the public let~
ters addressed to the Jews on this problem by Dr, Priestly which
were duly replied to by David Levi of this eity.



CASEZE OF DISCRIMINATION IN CINCINNATIX,

In March 1867 & number of large and sr:ll insurance
companies issued an order to their sgents not to accept any
insurunce policies from Jewish merchants. As soon 28 thae
notice became public it roused the ire and resentment of the
Jewish Community. A mass meeting of protest was called signed
by Philip Heidelbach and Henry Msck at the Allemania Hall at
which the following resolutions were drawn up:-

1 Thet no Jewish lerchant was to deal with any
agent or company who represert the insurance companies gigned
to the autisemitic discriminatory order.

2 That all Jewish mercnats cancel all their
policies with such campanies.l

The effect on the company wae instentaneous.

In August of 1868 an interesting letter is fto
be found in the Israelite of August 7th. It was writfen
by Jewish laborers and addressed to the Editor Dr. Wise;
it complains bitterly thet gentile firms in the city were
disoriminsting against Jewish applicants for work end that

when they work

1 ;
See Israselite April 5, 1867



on the streets on the Sabbath they are ridiculed by Jews.
Dr. Wise in commenting on this letter revesls the interesting
fact "that it is safe to assert that whe reas there are less
than five Jews employed in Gentile Go:mnw) houses of Cin-
cinnati from Fulton St. to Mill Creek &and the River to the
Hills there is scarce a Jewish wholesale housé in which
there is not employed from one to three Gentiles, many of whom
whenever the Qoast ’aliteclear for purposes of free conversation
damm the Jewa wit hout reserve"

Dr. Wise closes8 his article with an appeal for
reciprocity by the Gentile firms. The incident stands by
itself and does not reguire comment, tho there are still firms
that sdvertise "only Christian need apply", "we are happy to
state this condition is rapidly disgppearing.

The Jewish merchants of Cincinnati always alive to
their motual obligation and feelings of organic attachment
to their brethren in other cities took decided action whenl
Judge Hilton acting for As T. Stewart & Co. excluded a Jew
from their hotel at Sara‘boga,ﬁ'gsult forty two of the lsading
Jewish merchants in town signed a public statement which was

printed in the daily press not merely protesting against such

nefarious discrimination,but pledged % hemselves to boycott

further business
the firm of A. T. Stewart & Cos end not do any

1 Mr. Seligman of New York



with them.

From time to time Jews in this City complaineq of
molestation by young Christian hoodlums without being given
proper police protection. This state of affairs became much ag-
gravated when large numbers of Russian Jewish immigrants

landed here, we note this from the fact that in 1899l t he

Hebrew Protective Club was formed by the Russo Jewish immi-
grants of Cincinnati "for protection against repeated out-
breaks by some toughs" .

This however was never a serious menace to Jewish

Safety.
Cases of violation of Sunday Law by Jews in Cine in-
nati. 2

In the Gkcident of April 1846 we #ind the following
record towards the end of 1845.

| " The court of Common Pleas of Hamilton County, Ohio
has reversed the decision of the Mayoer of Cincinnati' who
fined several Israselites for transacting busizess on Sunday.
The ordenance upon which his action was founded was decided
to be unconstitutionsl and at variasnce with a spirit of free
toleratione. The judge in his charge to fhe jury rgmarked
that a Jew or person of any denomination, who conscientiously

keeps one day holy, may prosecute his avooations on every

1 See Isrselite May 4, 1899
Volume four Page 57



other day, but he must not commit a nuisance to the commun
itye. His business however can be no more & nuisance on

1)
Sunday than on any other day. The case was ably argued

for the applicants by C+ H. Brough and O. M. Spencer"

In_1846 Jacob Rice was fined for violating a Cin-
cinneti ordénance in selling goods on Sunday. It was held thdt
his plee that &s a conscientious Jew he observed Saturday
as the Sabbath was proper, the ordinasnce being unconstitu-
tional so far as Rice was cdncerned%. This case was taken
to supreme court of Ohio at Columbus and as & result the
decision of the Lower Court was concurred in by the higher
eourt, the decision reads "the ordenance of the Cinecinnati
Council prohibiting bartering and selling on Sunday is void
as to those who conscientiously observe the Seventh day of
the week as Sahbath"z.

In April 1857 the Common Council gf Cincinnati
agéin passed a rigid Sunday observance law with the result
that bt met with the displessure of even the non Jewish

element in the City. The dommercial of Friday July 31st
Jacob Rice 15 Ohio

1.(See the City of Cincinnati Vers.
Reports 225,1846; also see Occident Vol V pp 112 et seq.
164 et seq.

2  Occident vol 4 P 563

3 See Israelite April 10, 1857



printed a long communication ang editorial in whiech it was

pointed out that if the Sabbeth is at alj commanded which

it surely is, the dsy, no less than the institution itself;
it is meintained is fixed by the will of God; wherefore all
attempts at investing Sunday with a religious sanct-jnn must
be fruitless; a majority may pass a law to compell 8ll in-
hebitants to rest on thet or any other day; but it,after all
leaves the question to be repea%ed without any conscientious
compunctions at a subsequent period which would be impossible
if the day had divine Sanction"l In 1858, July, Isasc larks
an Ice dealer was fined five dollars for delivering ice on

Sunday altho he stated that he was & conscientious observer
2

of the Seventh day Sabbath.
3
Again in 1859 we find recorded the case of City vs.

Joseph M. Schloss who was arrested for exposing goods for
sale on Sunday. It was admitted that the defendant was an
Israclite and a conscientious observer of the Jewish Sabbath,
Prosecuting Attorney Johnson submitted %o Judge Love the

various decisions Pro and con upon the Sunday question as

decided by the Bupreme Court of Ohio. Judge Loze basing

his decision on case of Rice Vs. City of Cincinnati decided

in the defendants favor and case Was digsmissed. The case
1 See Occident vol XV P 231

2  Occident vol XV1 P 218 19

3  See Occident XV11l P 126 Israelite Aug 18, 1859

4 715. Ohio 225



came before the Bu
: preme Court of Ohio whicgh sustained the

Lower Court.

In April 1871 and April 1878 there was & recurrence
of the problem, in the former the case was Dgvid Bearman
vers City discharged in favor of Bearman . ani latter
it was Billigheim: r vers State of Bhio? Billigheimer was
conﬁ%cted in a Cineinnati police court for unlawfully
performing common labor Sunday May 31, 1874 by carrying
on his usual business,Billigheimer pleaded“that as an
Israelite, he closed up his billiard room at 6th & Broadway
FPriday May 29th and ke pt it closed until 7:50 P. M. Saturday
May 30.# The intervening period being the Jewish Sabbath.
The evidence showed that Billigheimer occasionaly observed
the Jewish Sabbath and that at times he closed his business
on Sunday, in which event he worked on Saturday as usual. For
this reason the Appelate Jribunal held that the lower court
"may have thought the defendants' custom of Keeping open
his soloon indifferently as between the two days was not

i

that "conscientious" observance to which the statute refers.

Ih closing our discussion on the chapter dealing with the
attitude of the Non Jews to Jews in Cine innati, I think that
1 Occident Dec 8, 1859

Israelite May 5, 1871

2
3 32 Ohio State 435 , 1877
4



the attitude was shown to be on the whole gquite libsral. It
was therefore most fitting that one of Cincinnsti's own
Jewish sons Momes Ezekiel should mve sculptured into i
stone the besutiful statute of Religioms Liberty which the
Jews of America donated to the people of America and which

now stands in Failrmount Park, Philadelphia.



ECCNCMIC ASPECT CF JEWISH LIFE IN CINCINNATI.

I = Introducticn.
IT - Jews in Commerce and Industry
I1T - Jews in Banking
IV - Jews in Brokerage and Insurence
V - Jews in Professions

(a)-Law
(b)=-lledicine.
VI - Agricultural Activities of the Jews



ECONONIC ASPECT OF JEWISH LIFE

IN CINCGINNATI.

The German Econonomist and Sociologist Werner £&mhart in his stu
L] - -

dies on the Jews' part in the development of modern capitoll and inter-

national trede, sccuses the Jew of possessing an instinctive predelic-

tion for commerce and trade, rather then for production of comrodities.

Finding the Jews of the Middle ages &nd Modern Times as me rchants
end treders,and money 1enders)rather then as farmers or artisans, he
concludes that it is the innate character of the Jew to play the role
of the middle man or bourgeoise, thereby functioning in the history of
civilization, &as one of the factors in the exploitation of'the produc=-
ing class. He draws &all of the netursal implications, political and so=-
cigal from this peculiar economic position of the Jew in history}and pre~
dicts that with the Socilization of the means of production and distri-
bution, the Jews will be forced out of their historic ecohomic position.
Survivel will then be & difficult, if not en impossible process, is his
Prediction.

We cheerfully accept, as a metter of historical data, the fact that
the economiec position of the Jew has been that of the '"middlemen or

Klein bourgeoisie" and that his contributicns to the development of mo-

itali h
dern capitel have been incelculable, in fact, capitelism would have

1 . om=
been impossible without the Jew, but where we quarrel with Prof. &

bart is in the deduction that he draws srom this historic position;

: i : to trade.
l&mely that the Jew possesses &I instinetive tendency

i i the pres-
The Jewish genius for adaptation and asgimilation has under P

i Jew only one
Sure of gocial and eccmomic, historicsl forces: given the Je y

barter.
°PPortunity for economic survivel. end thet Was

1~(See The Jews and Modern capital)



When we consider the restrictive and oppresive legislation of the

middle ages and even modern times, in regards to the Jews, prohibiting

his tenure of land, the guilds refussls to admit him into the trades
end crafts, his forcible confinement to the Ghetto, out of which free
movement was prohibited, the many laws preventing his engaging in the
great variety of occupations, ete., we are compelled to formulate the
thesis that the only opportunity open to the Jew st all times was to
initiate and develop those economic possibilities which were availeble,

and in which the population of the City or State in which he was toler-

ated were not engeged, In this way, the Jew did not become & compe-
titor, wheress through initiating new enterprises, he reslly added to
the economic prosperity of the State. During the Middle Ages, most
people of Europe were largely provincial, and travel over land rcutes
wes dangerous and subject to the raids of robber barons who levied
heavy imposts'and taxes. OSea fering too was hazardous and ca&rgoes were
- conveyed at the risk of théir owWners. The Jews were the only Inter-
netional people of the world at the time. They were to be found in
Germeny, France and Spein, &ll through the Orient and Norther poptions

of Africa, They were brethren, familisr with one common internation=
Under these conditions, they developed inter-na-

al language, Hebrew.
ible when base@én inter=-

tionel trade and commerce, which was only poss

da
nationsl credit, which at bottom rests on mutual interest, trust an

lone could manage and hence was laid the

confidence., Thus the Jews & }
basig for,international trade relationshipe.

i i j , ete.,
They tought slaves, silks, spices, indigo, dyes, jewels

for the products of Europe.

from the East in exchange
by the Rabbis (Hillel's Eteriska)

A modification of Biblical law, A ¥
e Jews be-
Permitted them to cherge interest on money loans, thus



ceme the great money lenders of the World, lending to

35 Popes, Xings and

Feudal Lords.

amd et M
y,land, they

orgenized farming colonies, and showed thet they could become good far-

When ellowed by the Polish and Russian legislation to bu

mers and 1ater,when permitted to become artisans in Russia, in the 1lat-
ter part of the 1%h Century, the Jew entered the garment, building,
shoe, leather tanning and other trades.

Even in this Country with successive waves of Jewigh immigration and
freedom of economic opportunity, the Jews have developed & great many
forms of commercial and industriel enterprises. It is now conceded
that the Jews have monopolized the garment industry in 211 its branch-
es in this Country, both as entre_preneurs and proletarians, and ere
entering not merely into many other occupations and traedes, but are
also flocking into the prefessions of law, medicine, dentistry, engi-
neering, etec.

The economic position of the Jew in the past and present is due not
to an instinetive tendency but rather to social, polieital and economic

historical forces, for which the Jew is hardly to be held responsible.



The Economic history of the Jews in Cincinnati is irbed & ver-
el Starting out eas peddlars, the esrly settlers soon became
small merchents of dry goods, clothing, notions, bobts, shoes, etec.

only to be followed by more recent immigrants who took up peddling when

the older settlers left it off and developed it further. These new ped-

dlarg recruits bought their merchandise largely from Jewish merchants.
Thus the directory of 1846, informs us that Mr. Forchheimer & Co., were
Importers of Looking Gles: Plates &t 15 E. Fourth St., that J. & L.
Abrahams were merchent teilers at Mein between Third end Fourth Sts.
Herry Abrem, peddler, that Betimen Price & Co., dealt in Dry Goods,
sg did J. & H. Goldberg, Wolf Goldsmith, Adem Goodheart, Heidelbach
Seasongood & Co., John Alexender, C. Kiefer & Co., Samuel Solomon and
a few cthers.

Most of the firms listed, however, dealt in clothing and some
leter became prominent in this business, Towd who are listed in the Di-

rectory of 1846 are:
i Abraham Fechheirer, Moritz Heidelbach, Philip Heidelbach, Heidel-

bech Seasongood & Co., May Levi & Co., Mayer & Cohen, sacks & Bro., &nd

others.
In 1850-51, the Directory begins already to record the entrance

of Jews into the liguor business, i.€., samuel N, snd Henry Pike, men-

ufacturers of alcohol and purespirits, cgnel neer ialnut Sts., also

that of Lewls Abrehem and H. Brachman end A. Fatmen & Co., 85 81 Im-

porter of Havansh Cigers.

he 13 mapnufacturers of clothing in 1850 were Jews

Seven out of t

and 9 ouf of 26 names 1i sted under Dry Goods Merchants were Jews.

In 1855, scanning the pdvertisement cards of Jewish merchents in
'
ts,
the daily press, we find them &8 dealers in Jewelery, watches, shirts
¥
shoes, clothing, dry goods. purniture, trunks, valises, hardware, and



elso two dealers in Hebrew books, tzizis, mezzuzas, Tephillum, Ethrogim
and other Jewish cermonial objects.

According to Officiel statisticé of Ohic, there were manufectured in
Cincinnati in 1858, merchendise whose velue amounted to $48,990,500. by
23,615 employees operating in 503 establishments. Among these clothing
is the lergest item. The clothing trade slone gave employment to 12,000
workerg and ites value wes estimated &t $15,000,000. This branch of
business was exclusively in the control of Jews.l

One of the daily papers under date of Sept. 2, 18569, says: 8. Levy
& Bros, heve erected 2 large business house on Welnut St., which vies
with our commercial mansions. It is located in heart of business area
and will be occupied &s & wholesale wine &nd liquor house, with alarge
distillery. This was the beinning of en era when Jewish merchants e-
rected some of the lergest business plents kmown in Cincinneti.

Though the Yesr 1860 brought with it a political and financiel
panic which greatly disturbed business, the tax lists of the Dry Goods
and Clothin?business both of which are in the hends of Jews, showed
that $20,000,000. worth of business had been done,

In the year 1860, the Cincinnati Tirectory shows thaet the Jews
had practically & mcnopoly of the clothing snd dry goods, ceaps and no-
tions business of the City. They were also entering the Distilling
and liquor business in growing numbers.  Among their professional men
they had four lewyers and three physieianst but no druggists, dentists
0r engineers.

The outbresk of the Civil War, found the Jewish clothing merchants
Prepared to supply the Government with uniforms and military appsrel
ind as & result the Jews enjoyed the greatest properity. This wes men-

ifested in the enlargement of their plents ( The Jewish merchents mrect-

'1-See Israelite April 1,1859)




ted some of the finest mercantile buildirgs in Cincinneti) and the buila:

ing of splendiad mensions, Temples ang Communal Ingtitutions

In 1865 there were entolled 88 members of the Cincinnsti Chamber

41 qewish concerns, which steadily has grown in number un-
til the present day,.

of Commerce,

In the year 1860 there were registered in the Cincinnati Direc-

tory, 63 Jewish concerns or about 98% of all those engaged either &s
manufacturers or as whosesale dealers of clothing. By 1865 & number
of these concerns had consolidated and there were to be found but 43
very large clothing estsblishments,

In 1870 we find 37 firms listed and in 1910 only 31, The high-
est point reached by Jews in the clothing line in this city, was Jjust
before the Civil Var., The Jewish monopoly of the clothing business in
Cincignati was to such an extent in the hends of Jews that practicelly
81l of the Members of the Cincinnati Clothiers Association were Jews.
This continued until about 1910, when the Clothiers Association dis-
banded due to the shifting of clothing centers‘to other cities.,

However, in the Liquor Business, from a few councerns in 1860,

the 1ist grew to close on 40 in 1914, and these renk ss the largest in

the country, In fact, it might truthfully be stated that the liquor

merket of Americe is located in Cincinnati, and that the Jews of Cin-

¢innati were in control of it.

us
In other lines too, the Jews of Cincinnati heve excelled. Th
i incinnati &
in 1876, the tax list on cigérs, shows thet not alone 18 Cinci

facturing town, but thet the Jews

Very prominent tobacco and cigar ment

as is evident from th
five of which are Jewishi

e amount of taxes paid by
lead in this business.

the<Targest weven firms, in Cincinnati,

555,044,
1. S. Lowenthal & Co. 4%, 581,
2. Weil Cohn & Co. 28,308,

3. Xrohn Feis & Co.



4. H. Teety & Bros (Not Jewish)

5. L. Newburger & Bros, $ii:$23:oo
6. M. Hods v 13,204.50
7. Voige & Winter (Not Jewish) 9,300,

A 1ist of cigers and cheroots sold by ten of the lesding menufecturers

of this City from Jan 1, 1887 to June 30,1887

Art of Cigars Taxes Psid
Roth Burner & Feist (Jew.) ZT?SETEGﬁE“" ~314,874.00
Krohn, PFeiss & Co. (" ? 3,880,000 11,640,00
Haas Bros. 3,214,000 9,642,00
H, Tietig % Bro. 2,801,000 8,403.00
S. Lowenthal & Co (Jew.) 2,633,000 7.599,00
Fritz Bros. 2,004,500 6,013,50
L. Newburger & Bro ( " ) 1,947,500 5,842,50
R.M. Bischop & Co ( " ) 1,500,000 4,500,00
Myres & Mennheimer ( " ) 628,250 1,884,75
J.H. Iuke & Co. 584,500 1,753.50
cheroots
Roth Brunner & Feist (Tew) 3,595,000 10, 785.00
J.H, Iuke & Co. 1,146,000 3,438.00
Myers & Mannheimer (Jew.) 596,250 1,788.75
L. Newburger & Bro., " 201,000 600.00

In 1878 the Cincinnati Hotel Company was capitalized at $500,000.
at its incorporstion snd smong the incorporators were: Jacob Elsas,
Henry Leurs, Philip Heidelbach, "The Company proposes to build & Ho-
tel at the S.W. Corner of Fourth and Centrel Aves."

During the time when large masses of Russian Jews began to ar-
Tive in Cincinnati, from 1881-1912, the clothing end cigar industry
Were graudslly shifting from Cincinnati to Cleveland, Chicago and De-

i 5 r developed &an
troit, There followed from thls!that we have neve P yl

feally large Jewish teiloring class in Cincinnati, &s have New York,

Clevelana, Chicsgo, also that as & result of the shift in the clothing

: 2 L
merket, we did not attract proportionestely, &8s many of the East Euro
Pean immigrants es did the other large cities.

The Russian snd East European Jews of Cincinnati developed rather

rchants and & compara=-
8long the line of customer peddlers &nd small me

i . However, &
tively smell percentage entered the needle industry



é%;ge numberlesyaaramig)in the years between 1906-12,_during which Rus=-

sien immigration was still heavy, there came to Cincinnati & eclass of

Russian and Hast European Jews who were tzilors by trade, having learned

and plied their trgde in the larger industrisl cities of Russia. They

naturally entered the clothing factories of Cincinnati. TWomen e&s well

as men worked in these factories as operators, pressers, buttonhole
mekers and finishers.

It was during these years &lso that the Jewish needle trades
were becoming strongly Unionized throughout the larger industrial eci=-
ties of America, especially in Chicago, Cleveland, Philsdelphia, Bal=-
timore, Boston and of course New York, was this the case. Cineinna=-
ti did not lag behind. There was orgenized here & branch of the Ger-
ment makers Union, which beceme affiliated with the Naticnal Federa-
tion of Labor snd also with the International Jewish Garment Makers
Federation, whose headquarters were in New York. This Union still

exists.




JEWS AS BANKERS

Money lending ang Banking have\been the traditionsl 0ld Jewish call-
ings. As eerly as 1854, we fing the Jewish firm of 4

Mayer & Co, R
Bankers & Exchange Brokers, 2 Columbia Bldg,l
In 1861, in Cincinneti, the firm of B. Simon & Co., addef&their

wholesale clothing business, also a Banking Department, It wes from
the Clothing business thet the Jews of Cincimnnati entered banking,

‘In 1866 we find the Banking concern of Heidelbach, Bauer & Co,,
eélso Espey, Heidelbach & Co,

In 1867-68 Solomon Leob, & member of the clothing firm of Kuhn,
Loeb & Netter of Cincinnati, left for New York, where he founded the
banking concern of Kuhn,Loeb & Co.,

The Cincinneti banking concern Euhn Netter & Co., was part of the
Older clothing firm in which both Kuhn & Net'er were pertners.

In 1869, the banking firm of Seasongood, Netter & Co., was organ-
ized and located at 37 West Third St.

In 1873, Herman Le%é & Co., 72 W, Third St., went into the Banking
business. :

In 1870, the Chember of Commerce reporis, the bank of Espey Heidel-
‘ach & Co., ocapitalized et §$200,000, and Sessongood Netter & Co., at

$160,000.

id=-
Tn 1880 there were three Jewish banking houses, that.of Espey He

total
elbach & Co,, S, Kuhn & Sons and Seasongood Sons & Co., out of &

°f fourteen private banks.
eidelbach & Co., became &

In 1886, the benking house of Espey H
ational Bank, the heads

3 \T
Yationsl Bank under the name of Ohio Valley X

3 Bettman and
°f the firm being James Espey, Theodore Bsuer, B. De

l"fIBraelite Aug. 25,1854) e




David Wechman,

Thus also in 1887 the bank of Seasongood Sons & Co., was succeed-

ed by the Equitable Netionsl Bank.

In 1907, the Pearl St. Market Bank was incorporated with a capi-~
tal of $100,000,00 to promote additional banking facilities for merch-
ants in the "bottoms" The heads were Samuel Lehman, Gabe S5, Weil
and Abe Bloom, all Jews.

In 1910 witnessed the end of the o0ld bank of S. Kuhn & Sons,
which transferred its deposits to the Third-Fifth Natiocnal Bank. Mr.
S. Kuhn retired to devote his time to philanthropic work. The parti-
cipation of Jews in Banking in 1914 can readily be seen from the fol=-

lowing list:

Merket Nationel Bank Juliuves Meischmen, Pres.
Pearl Market Bank Samuel Lehman, Vice Pres.
Peoples Saving Bank Max Silberberg,

Alfred M, Cohen

L.V, Marks
A,J, Frank - Benkes and Brokers. ‘
First National Bank Edgar Friedlander
P.J. Goodhart - Benkers & Bro%ers '

" n

E.L. Heinsheimer

M.E., Moch & Co.
Seasongood Mayer & Co
Weil Roth & Co.

Thus the Jew in Cincinnati has teken an active p

n 1" n
n LU "
" 1} "

art in the mak-

ing of financisl progress of the city.



JEWS IN THE INSURANCE BUSINESS

As early as 1855, we find the Jews of Cincinnsti engeged in the

Insurance business. The Israelite of Sept, 1, 1855, states thathsam-

uel B, Mack has been eppointed Agent in City and vieinity for the Home

The Firemans, The Western Massacusetts Fire Insurence and Hew Tork

Life Insurence Companies,"

Mr. Henry Mack in 1857 was elected & National Director of the

Home Insurance Co., of New York.

For reasons which it seems difficult for me to explain, the years
of 1864-66 finds most of the prominent Jewish names of the City identi
fied either as incorporetors or Directors of some of the lsrger insur-
ance Companies doing business in Cinecinnati, thus,

The Franklin Insurence Company of Cincinnati with a capital of
$150,000.00 had on its Board of Direcrs, Joseph Trounstine of A.J.
Trounstine & Co., and emong its stock holders are to be located the names
of Elias Bloch, F. Eckstein, Mercus Fechheimer, Samuel E. Fechheimer,

Freiburg & Workum, Glazer & Bros., M. Hellmen, Eli Johnson, J.H. Lowen-

stein & Bro., Mitchell & Remmelsberg, Mendensohn & Frohimer, Henry Moch

A, & J, Trounstine & Co., Louis Weld & Co.

This would indicsate to me that this concern Wwas prectically &

Jewish concern.

i i nsurance
The same is almost true of the Germenia Fire & Marine I

0,000.00 eamong whose directors are to

Co., of Cincinnati, Capital $30 sl
ei eide ’ -

Ye found the following Jewish N&mes: P, Heidelbach, ©

H, Schroder of H. Schroder

1 & BroSes
8ongood Go,, Jemes Lowman Of Lowmenl

g Third 8%, ¢ B Frenkel of Aub Frenkel

&! CO. Banker I\.To. .
s S e 4, Lous of A. Louis & Co., Wm. Guit-

e c°-. Max Glaser of Glaser BroS. .,

®Tman of Guitermen BroS.,



A number of Jews are represented on the Boards of the

National
rnsurance Co., of Cincinneti. The Nagnolia Fire & Marine Insurence Co.,

gnd United Fire & larine Insurance Co, Some of the leesding Insur-

snce in the City have always been Jewish dating from the time of 1860.
Thig being a form of the brokerage business, it is perfectly natural

to expect the Jews to have engeged in it, for brokerage, like banking

1s one of the traditional Jewish vocations.



JEWS IN THE PROPESSION S

The two professions in which the Jews have been represented almost

exclusively have been law &nd Medicine. The latter hes been one of th
e

traditional Jewish professiong, dating beck to the Middle Ages, some

of the greatest Jewish philosophers and scholers sre reputed to have

been physiciens.

In this profession the Jews of Cincinneti have excelled. Some of
the city's mest nctable end expert medical Professors, surgeons and
precticing specielists ere vews.

It was in 18601that Dr, Vise in one of his vigorous editorials,
urged upon the Jewish merchants to give their sons & collegiate and
professional educetion end treining, instead of permitting them to mere-
ly greduate from High School ard then”enter the mercantile line,

The Jews have alweys taken sdventege of the opportunity of profes-

sional trsinine, wherever and whenever it was offered, largely because

&8s skilled and treined physicians or lewyers they become indispensable
to the populetion in which they dwell.

ind
The sppeal did not fall on deaf ears. As early 8s 1860, we T

i Cineinnati
Jewish students et the Harverd Lew School. Among the first Ci

and Jacob Sohroder; the former

Leaw School in June 1869, and re-

greduated
Jews at Harvard were I. Simon

in 186 raduated from the
1, the latter g i ted States Attorney Gen-

: ' Un
ceived an sppointment in the OFffice of the
Workum were also amon

once the preceden

g the early Jewish

éral, Denjel J. Hnd Julius F. t had been

stug verd Law Schools
SR TGS Elhaad Jek s of Cincinnati Jews to go %o

on.
¢t 1t became guite customery for the S

Law Sehool was glready then famous.

Berverg to study Law, for 1t

1~(See Tsraelite Nov. 8. 1860)



10, 2952: 0o Keve & reonti of Fonr stnh seats students at g
are-

vard College, they &re S, Marcus Fechheimer, Walter Forchheimer. 0sea
' o

In 1884, there Wwere five, Wally Forchheimer,

Julian Meck and Julius wWorkum,l

ILowmen &nd Jesse Lowman,
Mex Winkler, Solly Swartz,

Julian Mack, now Judge of the Circuit Court, made a remarkeble re-

cord in Harvard Lew School, winning a scholarship in 1885, In 1887

he won the honor of being chosen orator of his greduating class eand
also the foreign fellowship being the only Jew who had ever won it and
vhich entitled him to & three years study abroad.

S. Marcus Fechheimer completed the reguler four year collegiate
course in three, and registered for Post Grsduete work e&s a candidate
of Master of Arts Degree.

In 1886, Judge Hoffheimer and Alfred Mack were students at the
Harverd ILew School. 1890 found 9 Cincinnati Jewish men at Harvard and

1904 8ix, Ever}’r year Cincinnati has had its q'llOtB- at Herverd.



JEWS IN Law
In 1853 Joseph Abrahem was the sole

Jewish lawyer in the city. In
1854 he wes Joined by Edger M. Johnson and in 1856 the law firm of Edgar

if, end James W, Johnson was formed. In 1858 came & new addition 4o the

number of Jewish lewyers, Jacob Wolf and by 1865, the Cincimnati Diree-
tory records the following Jewish names among the attorneys at Law;

Jos Abrahem, Issac Miller, Samuel A, Miller, Simon & Heinsheimer,
Benno Speyer, Jacob Wolf, =--- Johnson,

This number grew to nine in 1869 and fourteen in 1876, which was in -

creagsed to twenty-cne in 1880:

Jog Abrasham 289 George St. Lipmen Levy
Victor Abreshsm 16 Mermer Temple Wm. Meyer

Bernerd Bettman, Jr. 26 Johnston Bldg. Isasac Miller
Aeron Goldsmith 5 Mermer Bldg. Sem'l Miller

Morris Secks
S. Heinsheimer
I. Simon
Israel Siron

Edgar Johnson
Samuel Johnson
M. W. Johnson

Max Xohn i
Adsm Kramer ggagpégifiz
Louis ¥remer Jacob Volf,

In 1910 there were 53 Jewigh attorneys at ILaw in the City of Cincin-

nati, some of whomheve been professors at Law gt the Cincinneti Law

_—e an
School. The Librerien of the Law Library in Cincinneti wes for many

years g Jew,



JEVS IN MEDICINE,

Before the year 1860 there were just four g
ewish

“itp. e er .
'I'h SZ ’

frequent contributor to the Isrselit
T €, Who in June 1859
’ graduated from

the Ohio Medical College of Cincinnati. The facilities snd school
chools for

the study of lledicine have alweys been good in Cineinnati, which
’ c ac=-
counted for the fact that & larger number of our young mentook their

medicel training here, leaving the city of European Schools only to do
Post graduate professional work.

In 1865, there were five Jewish Physicians.

In 1866, we resd that Josph Aub, M.D. who had greduated from the Cin-
cinnati Medical College had gone to Zurope to further pefect himself in
the Science of ledicine. This I think is the first instance of 2 Jew=

ish physician from Cincinneti to went- to Burope to study.

From 1867-1869 there were registered in the local Medical Colleges

three Jewish gtvdents, Illowry, Browmn and Hymen. In the latter yeer

Dz, Illowry succeeded in competitive exeminations given by City Hospi-

tel for Internship. That yeer Cincinneti could boast of seven Jewish

Physicians, Bettman, Rosenfeld, Frenk, sterk, Heller, ub and T11OWrye

s of the cincinnati Colleg
Bene Israel. He was in

- of Medicine and
Prominent in the effeir i
rebbi of K.EK.

Surgery was Dr. Max Lillenthal,
and on severel occasion

g de-
Board of Trustees,

1870, ches
+ Chairmen of its
f 0, he presided at the twen-

livered the graduation agddress.
address appealed to Cin~-

» seventh annual commencement exercises snd his
fa University.
e College.,
‘f Medicine gnd Surgerye.

. 0
Jﬁ’wish graduate from the cincinﬂ&tl College

This ye&ar witnessed

Cinngt4 i t
. 8 : nment ©
ns for the establis he being the third

t :
he 8raduastion of Gabriel Kaiser from th



In 1871 Dr.

his practice in the City,

He was algo appointed lecturer in the City

Hospitel. This marked the bednning of tne glorious role which Jews h
ewis

physiciane have played as teschers and brofessors of Medicine in the Ci
} n=

cinnati Medical Schools,

In 1873-74 there were two more additions tc the Jewish HMedicel Corps

They were Drs. Joseph Ransshoff and Thilip Zenner, who greduated in 1873,

Dr. Ransgahoff became “ssistant Physicisn at the City Hospital and the

following year won the gold medal of the Ohio Medical College for the
best essay on a medicsl subject.

In 1876, the Jewish Community counted ten of her sons in the profes-
sion of medicine who were precticing in her midst. They were: Bett-
men, Frenz, Rosenfeld, Sterk, Illowry, Forchheimer, Zenner, Aub, Teuber
and Mercus.

The first Jérish Dentist to graduate and practice in Cincinnati was
C.H. Rosenthal, who completed his ccurse at the Miami Valley Dental Col=-

lege of Cincinnati in 1878. Thos originally from Ford Weyne, Ind., he

deeided 45 satite 1n Orgstnaatis He 4idd in Oinedauatl iz 1914, BEyst

Jewish Den=-
having practiéSEd here for 40 years. In 1910, the number of dewl

tists in Cincinnati was nine. e,
ion to

The Israelite in its issue of June 16, 1876, took occasio

Y the professions,

8 growing tendency of young Cincinnati Jews to enter P |

e no Jewish Architects or Engineers

but lamented the fact "that there wer

. n
or I _relicionists.
T Lven Druggists among our cO relig

¢ iciens
y he Jewish Fhysic
written on t
ore nenes

By 1879 there were three m jefferson Bettman

oh Eichberg,
gold medals at the C

ofessorships in the lo-

Yoster of Cincinnati. They were JoS€

ineinnati

"4 Jacoh Block, the lette

gl held pTr
Medical College. Pour of our phySIClans

i



cal Medical Colleges - they were Drg Aub
. '

Forchheimer » Rensshofs end

Tauber.

In 1884, Dr. Sigmar Stark

the German City Hospitel, but left iq 1885 to accept an eppointment of

fered him as Assistant Physician of the Royal Gynecological Institute

et Dresden, under the auspices of the famous Professor Ir, Leopola

The first son of & Russisn Jew to enter Medicsl practice in Cinein-

nati was Dr., Hillkowitz, son of Rabbi Hillkowitz, the Orthodox Rav of

the City, showing the love snéd eptitude of the Russisn Jew for study,

Between the years 1884, 1887 the Cineinnati Jewigh Community sent
eight of its sons into medicine. In the letter year, Dr. Joseph Grab-
field wes appointed Professcr of Cheristry at the Technological Insti-
tute 8t Boston. |

The number of Jews in this profession in Cincinneti continued grow=
ing until in 1910 there were forty Jewish physicisns end nine Jewish den-
tists in the City, many of whom rank not alone high in their profession

&8 specialists =nd consultants in the City, but are also known national-

1y for their skill end leerning. The Cincinnati Medical Schools heve
8lways had Jewish Professors on their staff.s
It should, however, be here added that Ir. Joseph Ransshodf was in
’ ]

g fedicine = the
1889 elected President of the Cincinnati Academy of Hedicine

; i hysicians
128t timg & Jew ever received this honor, tho many Jewish Tuy

haVe 4 ; ]
Since held this office.
ed tc her Jewish physic;ans, the name

e i also add
In 1902 Cincinnati She is the only Jew-

” M. Wise.
°f Rutp Bernheim,a granddaughter of Dr. I.N

1sh womay physician in the C1tye.



Agficultural Activities
of

Cincinnsgti Jewry .



AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THE JEgs Iy CINCINNATT

Introduction,

There 1s & tendency when treeting the problem of the Jew as an
B.g-

riculturalist, to go very far afield. Tt is maintained by some thet the

jews having been originally in Biblicel days an agricultural people, should
go back to the celling of their forefethers. Others on the contrary
maintain that since they have not been tillers of the s0il for nesrly

two thousand years, it is folly to expect Jews to mske & success at it,

at this late date. It seems to me that both sides have overlooked the
single fact thet the only inducement to engage in agriculture, or indeed
in any occupation is the individual profit and satisfzction expected
theréfrom, If & man can improve his condition, not necesserily financiali
on a farm, it is & good reason for becoming & fermer. If not- there is
8very reason for his staying away. As for the Jewish farmer, it does
not always occur to either side that in so far thet he is human first

end Jewish after, he is actuated by the same motives, and must be judged

by the seme stendsrds as the average humen being. Hed our Jewish Commu-

nel leaders both ebroad and in America, 1.e., Cremeux, Sir Moses Monti-

fiore, Beron Rothchild, Beron De Hirsch, Iseac I Wise, Jacob H. Schiff

‘ h '
80d many others who have been interested in settling the Jews on the soil

d would have been avoided.
not
t of the Jew to the farm ig/of recent

thought this way, the meny failures experience
date. Already,

4he movemen

the Jewish traveller, records the

88 early as 1170, Benjemin of Tudels,
i Volterrae
finding of Jjewish farmers settled in palestine end in 1481, VO
Pslestinian
locateg 8 Jewish farmers colony 8% Gaza. The attempts &t

Century by
SEttlement by Jews of the 1atter part of the 19th Century
Ruesien Bilu and Lovers of

Cremeux,

Yontesi ore and Rothohild and later by the
stitions The

Zon Socieites of Russia are oo well known to merit rep
= e ——




1 i 't 0010nies 1.11 Ealestine i n rece 't v
71 v c a
the JEW Ccan become a SuccesSful farmer in Pales‘tine
n R i 1
| ussia tOO, tﬂere were attempts at COIOniZing the JeWS on f&rms

as early as 1806 snd by 1810 some 1690 families were to be found in col-

onies founded in Southern Russia. This Russisn Jewish colonization ven-

ture was the outcome of a commigsion appointed by Emperor Alexsnder I
?

in 1802 to study the Jewish question. It wes &s & result of the recom-

mendation of this Committee of a plan to colonize the Jews in Western
and Scuth-Western provinces, that the Government in 1806 granted 80,000
acres of land for this purpose. In spite of the vascilleting and latér
discriminetory policies of the Russian Govermment, the Jewish colonists
had & hard and precarious experience. ©Still in 1898, & report of the
Jewish Colonization Associstion, shows thet there were 296 colonies
congisting of 10,550 Jewish families totaling 63,342 Jewish souls set-

tled on fsrme with &n ares of 269,378 acres, all in the Southwestern

and Southern provineces of Russia.l

In Western European Countries the e were practically no Jewish Far-

mers.

The attempts of the Jewish Colonizetion Association I.C.A. %o

settle Russian Jews in Argentine in 1891 wes and still is an exneri-

ment of doubtful success. In Canada 100 there are to be found Jewish

Colonies which settled as early &8 1884.

IN Americe the sttempt to colonize Jews on the soil commenced Very

esrly,

ed by Major Mordecai Manuel Noah in 1820

The Arrarat Cclony found W
Who acquired sbout 17,000 acres of land on Grend Island in the

proved premature. It

River near Buffalo, &8 & refuge for the Jews.

he Corner stone of & monument pleced in

onl hepe of ¢t
¥y remains in the shep In repid succes-

i Museum.
1825- now reposing in the Buffalo Historical ‘
established in Ulster County,

Sion, came the Jewish colony Shealom,
[ ——.-EEEE



New York, 1837.

In 1843, the first isey i
e of the Occidentl contained an article

pleading for a colony in the United States where Jewish farming and agri
g 5

culture might once rore be reinstated: "IN such & Society excellent men

end worthy women might spring up who would deserve to be called ang or-

nsement to Isreel and an honor #o mankind,"

The real beginuing of the Jewish Agricultureal movement in the Unit-
ed States is contemporaneons with the influx of Jewish immigration which
wes set in motion by the reign of lawlessness and persecution that swept
over Eastern Europe in the eighties of the lest century. A number of the
immigrents ceme from Agricul tursl districts and it was only natursl that
"beck to the soil" should have become the motto of their well wishers,
the older American Jewish settlers.

There were three motives which account for the desire on the part of

the betier element emong the American Jews to settle their Russian immi-

grant brethren on the soil:

The one was political - it had generelly been understood that the

ti-
oppositicn to the Jew derived a great deel of its force from the senti

r to make
ment that the Jew was not a producer end that he was too eage

ttlement
money in the easiest way possible. It being felt that through se

e right to claim to possess it.

on the s0il, one derived th
1 the physi=-
The second motive wes sociel, i.e. the desire to improve phy
: i into the ghettos of
%1l conditicn of the Jews who were Tormug themselves 1R € S
tition in s
the large cities end to free them from the degreding cOMPe

ations of disease, squalor, leek of

Shop ang factory with all its implic

iving wage, ete
’ .17 1 ¥ y: "The ragged
i i jven by Dr. Wise in our own City:
The third motive is g1V

ligation wer
| Boor reguges immigrants whose culture and civi



ours, should be settled on the free land whe:e they could develop with
Witlh=-

out becoming & danger to the well established reputation that the older
German Americen Jews had sequired,"

The attempt to settle these new arrivals on the soil was started

in every one of the larger cente s of America - New York, Philadelphia

Boston &s well as Cincinnati,

In 1881, the first sgricultursl colony of Russien Jews in the Unit-
ed States settled on Sicily Island, Louigana, other colonies followed in
rapid succession in North and South Dekota, Colorade, Oregon and New
Jersey, and our own sttempt in Xensss.

The movement is still a powerful one, and its success has been note-
worthy, for there are today egriculturael colonies of Jews in almost every
State of the Unicn. These Jewish coldnies have a nationsl organization
vhich holds ennual conventions, manages & co-operative loan bank, the

buying and selling co-operatively of Jewish farmers produce and machinery

sends leéturers to the colonies, etc. The Jewish Agricultural 68 T

fustrial Aid Society of New York City endeavors to stimulate Jews to set-

y dvi and
tle on the soil, assists them in the buyewd of farms with expert advice

d English Agricultural Journal, etc. The

money, publishes a Yiddish &an A
i ulturé
Netional Farm School at Doylstown and the femous Jewish Agric
xpregsions
Oolonies ang School at Woodbine New Jersey, are some of the ex

i the Soil.™
°f the progress along the line of "returning Jews to



THE CINCINNATT EXPERINENT >

"
An Humble Plea for & Russian Colony" thyus Dr. Wise began an edi

torial in the Israelite of June 30, 1882, 1In this article, he pleaded
G e

for the orgenization of Cincinnati Jews for the purpose "of making es

meny farmers &s we cen out of the recent Russian Jewish arrivals." He
pointed out the two colonies of Louisianna and New Jersey and the fact

thet there was free Governmentsl land available in Kenses, of which any
rany twenty years old may claim 160 acres, provided he sweers his inten-
tion of becoming an Americen citizens pays $15.00 - $18.00 entrance fee,
takes possession of the land, builds & house on it, cultivates & part

of it snd after heving lived on it for five years he receives &n unen- -‘
cumbered titled to the property eand is & citizen and freeholder." The
editorial further stetes that some preliminery steps had been taken,

Twenty Russian families united by their own choice and free will, some

of whom were practical farmers in Russia have organized under the leader

ship of Mr. Charles Davis, who hed already corresponded for them with

the Government and obtained an option on the Kaensas Iand. The Russien

Emigrents Aid Society of Cincinnati had sppointed & Committee consisting

Wise and Joseph Abrahams with full power

of Abraham Trounstine, Iseac M.
y assistance to the Colony.

ts during the first yetr of their

He sppesled
to act in giving the necesserl

for funds with which to aid.the colonis
‘ "would prove & SO0=
8ettlement gtating thet this experiment if successful 'would P

o do with the Russian Immigrent, so that he

lution to the problem what ©
a to us."

Might be an honor to themselves an

4, 1882, Br. Wise writes again on

: ggue of Aug.
1 n Jews &re not fit for

ection that Russlie
e and since most of them

e ————

In the Israelite,

the Subjeect, answering the obJ gre able

fﬁrming by saying that some of them &T



bodied and willing, they will wity Proper assigts
) n

: Ce succeed,
To bring the whole matter to & hesg

' sixty R'U.BSiE.l'l Jews m WO~-

. '] en (o]

men and chlldI en le;ﬁb cn ffEdﬂBSd&& Augl 2 1882 for the 0010115' Sel‘ec t-
£ 1 L]

Leo Wise ang Charles Devig, The

colony to be known under the name of the Bersgeebs
'

ed in Kansas, accompanied by Messrs,

was to be located in
Cimarron, Foote County, Xansas, Each femily and algo every young man

was supplied with a large basket of eatables, prepsred by the Ladies San=

itery and Educational Aid Society. 4long the route at the various stop-

ping places, co-religionists had brepared similer baskets, The lesders

were empowered by the Society to buy whatever was necessary and to engage

a practical farmer to superintend the colony, The rules and regulations

for the governing of the colony on & co-operstive basis had been careful-
ly work out and Julius Cohen and Lippe Goldman, Isrsel Weissmenn and
lMoses Edelhettz had been elected the officers, each member of the colony
took & solemn oath thet he would chey the officers and work in unison for
the benefits of sll.

Mr. Leo Wise, one of the two guides, submitted his officiel report
of the Beersebe Colony to the Emigrant Aid Society of Cincinnati, “ug.

Egth, 18821. The journey to Cimaron, the locetion of the Colony and

X loca- &
the many advantages of the soil are deseribed, The settlement was loc

hed to be
ted twenty miles from & reilroasd station gnd the settlers

i i and wagens, the
brought to the land chosen, 2720 scres 1R gll, in trucks g

3°urney consuming two days.

i i Colony, for
: found much dissetisfaction 11 the :
PSS There were 1O houses, tents

e
¥ was to the open prairie that they C&T

th
"Phe women gnd children and most of the

°F even a ghelter to lay under. eserted house,

"0 Pinding shelter in dug outs ither the

8 . ieﬂ' =
4 s5ome slept on the oper prair a5 NECEESETY to be done-

g of what V
Men Nor the omarn kel the slightest ide

1;{
SEF} T 1832) ‘—_/———__'
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ets back to Tansssg City."
of order wes establisheqd,
intendent, wells were dug,

th i
€ erection of sod houses was begun, arrange-

ments were made for & common store house and school

; The structures
were of what wes known in ¥snsss as gog houses 12 x 24 fe#t in th
in e

clear, with one eight foot. wall sng twelve foot ridges, two windowe
] v

and & protected doorwey and door.

They were comforteble in both summer and winter. Esoch femily was
apportioned lend and every femily lot had & house of its own, The
lenc &s & rule had & fronteze of 1/4 mile and & denth of one mile.

In his recommendeti ns lir. Wise suggested "thet under the most fa-
vorable circumstances the ccleny could not become self-supporting in
lese then cne yeer, and thet eech femily be furnished with two fresh

cows with the cslves, 12 chickens, 12 ducks and two geese end 8lso be

supplied with seed, wheat &nd rye end that the colony be visited by some

one in suthority every two months."

During the month of October 1882, ihere wes organized in Cincinne-

ti an orgenization called the 1accebbees to assist the Beerseba Colony

&s well as to settle Russian Jews &8 farmers aend in this organizaticn

Wes merged the Russian Relief Society. Appeals were sent to all Jews

i dol
of Cincinnati to join, membership W&s to be only one
M,H., Marks, Moses Xrohn, Joserh

ler &8 yeer. The

Officers were M., Loth, President,
‘ 1 was 8lso sent to &ll Jew=

a
Trounstine end Alexender Straus. An appe
gtates in the 8ndeavo

ry favoreble comment f

r to nationalize

ish Communities in the United rom the

this movement. The idea received Ve

JeWiSh T t two ye&TS. put had to be given
r abou ;

The Beersebe Colony lasted T o did not yet

failure, g1l beceuse the tim
d 8

UP end the ettempt prove



godll T3PS, LOT Were: the advantsges 45 be bad 12 settling far away ¢
way from a

Jewish Center, attractive to a class of immigrants whose instinets w
ere

strongly gregarious end who had been &ccustomed to living in densely
' pop-

olatbd Jewleh Dommulbian, heatdss 1k iia not pay financially, the oppor
[ -

tunities in the trades in the larger cities were so much superior to that

of farming thet the farms were deserted, most of the settlers returning

either to Cincinnati or settling in Xansas City, Chicago, etc, Thus came

to naught an experiment which had enemoured the heerts of so meny in the

Cincinnati Jewish Community.

At a much lster date, in 1901, there was founded in Clermont County
Ohio, sbout twenty miles from Cincinneti, & colony of Jewish farmers. The
Colony was entirely sponteneous end un-subsidized. It wes orgenized by
people who had grown weary of the sweat-shop and its inadequate &upport.
The Colony consisted of thirty families, who lived as farmers. They held
their synagog services in the rooms of one of the farmers home. Cwing to
their proximity to Cincinneti many summer boarders ceme to spend & week or

two with them, from which the fermers derived quite an income. The fer-

mers gold their butter, milk, cheese &nd 6ggs in the City. The festivals

&d holidays were alwajs joyously celebrated. Dr. G. Deutch, Professor

i d advisor
of History et the Hebrew Union College, Wes & frequent visitor end a

t there was affected an or-
°f the colony., It was through his efforts thea

(g 1911, for the purpose of forming & school
N

Senization of these farmers,

The colony 1is gtill in existence and

1
Bmgf’gue and recreational Center.

it
® members sre prosperous. e time in Brown County

ut the sam
There wes another Colony gtarted 8bO

; 3 femilies.
"hich consiste of ebout eight %o ten Jewish

le
(See Israelite Dec. 21, 1911)
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THE JEWS O® CINCINNATT AND THE CIVTYL

WAR,

the offfelal 0ivil Ver resords ana roster, the nemes of the men of j
ew-

ish faith, though I have cerefully exsmined the sources where the nemeg

are gathered. Thig is due to the fact that the nfmes are classified by

Regiments and Divisiong, whereas the Cities ang Counties of residence

aere not stated,

From the newspepers of the time, personal interviews with ola set-
tlers and Civil War veterans, I have leerned the names of the following
Cincinneti Jews who fought on the Union Side:

The Menken Brothers, sons of Solomon Menken, one of the old Jewish
settlers, (3) enlisted in 1861.

One of the brothers of the late Nathen D. Menken, inspired by pa=-
triotic ardor for the cause of the North, organized e body of cavalry
in the early days of the Civil War =nd wes chosen Captain and was en-
géged in over thirty battles and skirmishes in West Virginia. At the

second battle of Bull Run, his horse was shot under him. As Commander

0f Genersl Popes body-gusrd, he won the esteem and admiration of all for

his brevery, courtesy snd firmness. At the end of the War, he re-

1
8igned his commission and joined his brothers in business et Memphis.
Philip Trounstine enlisted in the 61st Regiment, Company B,of the

2

Pifth Ohio Cavalry snd was promoted in turn to & Capteiney and Majority.

C. Heidelbsch served in 122nd Infantry snd wes captured and served

three years.
3
A, Heidelbach, served in 122nd Infentry.

he en=-
Isaac Simon hsd just returned from Harvard Law School, when he

172 2« Wolfs American Jew Patriot

1~ (Msrkens-The Hebrews in Americ& Pe end goldier &nd nitizen.)

O~ (IBraelite Sept. 4'18{?_2?’
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ted in the Gun
aas Boat Service of Mississippi -and leter r
commission.l eceived his

Capta i
ptain Julius Ochs was appointed Ordinence Officer between St
Louis &nd Cinecinnati, .

M.M. Merks was appointed Mejor to Col. Peters, Kentucky Regiment.
Captain L. Schloss appointed Adjutent of the seme Regiment.? He

wes killed in the battle near Mumfordsville, Ky. His body wes brought

to Cincinneti and buried in the Cemetery of the Polish Gongregation."‘

Albert Traub went to War in the 28th Regiment as Second Lieuten=-

ant and was promoted to a Captaincy.5

Captain Wolf was Assistant Medical Director of Dept. of Ohio, sta=
tioned &t Knoxville, Tenn..

--Sperber appointed Assistant Surgeon in National Guards.

Hermen Mosler, Compsny C, 6th Infantry Regiment.

Mr, Knopp, teacher of Telmid Yelodum Institute.

Abe Seinsheimer,
Col. M. Silberberg.
Leo Wise enlisted on Gunboet in 1863.

The list is entirely jncomplete.

s n
The fact that it was perfectly legitimate to pay for "substitute

to War from Cincinnati.
1ty was not al-
The attitude of some of the Cincinnati Jewigh Commun v

together in favor of the Wer.

ot 11,1861)

g-{IraelitB 0 1861) 5=(Is.Apr 10,1863

1‘(IBr&elit 62) 50
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Dr. Wise wrote numerousg editorisls

before thewar broke out in
which he stated his disfavor with War, especially because of the demes

sing effect 1t would have on business ana the financial as well ag

physical welfare of the County,
The Israelite between 1861~65 wags remerkable in its almost to-
tal ignoring of the Civil War,

Mr, Max J. Xohler

» student of American Jewish History in his ar-

ticle on "The Jewis and the Anti-Slavery Mbvement"l accuses Dr, Wise of

senctioning slavery and being opposed to the Bivii War.

Max B. lMay, however, in his biography of I.M. Wise, page 245,
says: "Why Mr. Kohler misinterpreted these articles (referring to ar=-
ticles by Dr. Wise in Israelite of 1861) in so sweeping, false and un-
justified & manner, is difficult to understand --"

Dr. Wise was a Jeffersonian Democrat, Thoﬁgh patriotically Am=-
erican, he wes unalterably opposed to any restrictions upon personal

liberty (The keeping of slaves was & question in point) and to War.

The Isrselite had suffered severely during the panic of 1857
and its cireuletion was impaired. It was just beginning to recgver
when the War broke out. The Israelite in 1861 had numerous subscrib=

ers in the South., There is no doubt sbout Dr. Wise's opposition to the

. for a
War and disunion before the attack on For?t Sumter; he hoped

compromise.

aption
Dr. Wise in the Isrzelite of April 19,1861, under the cap

tral stand
he Israelite took & neu
"Silence Our Policy" explains why t

' a'I . '

B0t only beceuse we abhor

lowed prethren and kinsmen in either sec-
belo

fTiends and nesr relatives,

17V VI
1‘fAmerican Jewish Historical S?Eiety L -
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tion of the Country, thet our hesrt bleeds in thinki

- ng of their dig-
tress, of the misery thet might befsiy them

Therefore silence mugt
henceforth be our policy, silence on 811 questi

ons of the day, until

conciliation shall move the hearts of millions

to 8 better understande-

ing of the blessings of peace, freedom and Union,"

This was it seems to me hardly the correct poliey to persue, for

a men given to strong convictions, fearless and breve on all questions

Joseph Jonas, then & Representetive from Cineinnati in the State
Legislature, tried to defend slavery in s speech which hemade in the
House of Representatives. He was & Jacksonian Democrat and & copper-
head, + It was during the Civil Wer that he left Cincinneti and went
to lMobile to live &t the home of his daughter.

Dr. Iillenthel during the crucial months immediately preceding the
Civil War preached & number of sermons in which he advocated the preser-
vetion of the Union; he deprecated the differences between the North
and the South &and urged the adoption of measures for the continuation
of pesceful relations between the two sections of the Country. At the
close of the Wer and especially on the occasion of the assassinstion
of President Lincoln, both Dr. Wise and Dr. Lillenthal preached notable

8ddresses in which they leuded the great work of President Lincoln, in

keeping the Union one and unseperable.

Both Congregations Bene Isreel end Bene Yeshurin held Memorial
: 2
Meetings in honor of the dead President.

1i
Later in 1867, when the conditions in the South were so appeling
L ]

; . Lillenthal lec~
&nd 8i1d wss needed in reeonstructingtheir lives, Dr

athy and
tured in eig of the Southern destitutes and appealed for sympathy

3
nto bind up the wounds. "

her order
¢y to Southermers in oviding for the &p-

gged &n Act p¥
1861, Congress P8
On July 22nd, 9-(Tsraelite Apr.21,1865)

(1) - (See Tsrselite larch 22,1861)
~  (Israelite april 12,1867)



uler ordeined Minister of gome Christian denomination, "

Compeny Commanders,

This gave Dr,
Wise an opportunity to stir up the Jewish Communities to have this op

jectioneble condition stricken out or modified so as to inelude Minig-

ters of religioms other then Christien, Petitions were circulated sug-

gesting that the Jews of the Country organize to protect their rights,

Conditions in Cincinnati during the War were perfectly regular,

though the City was under Marshal law which compelled the business housges

to close at 4:00 P.M. The effect was not much felt - strengers were

perfectly free to walk about unmolested and business went on ag usual,
One of the most unexpected occurences which took place during and
after the Civil War was the frequent accusation by Cincinnati papers of
the Jew as being smugglers end unpatriotic. The Press ahd Gazette of
Cincinneti on Aug. 1, 1861, accused the Jews whose anceastors smuggled
for éighteen centuries, of smuggling goods across the Ohio River into
EKentucky. The Editor of the Isrselite admitted thet one half of the
Cinecinneti t rade is in the hands of Jews and "we should not wonder that
some Jews do & good deal of smuggling, but why accuse their ancestors."”

The Enquirer too, in October 1861 sccused the Jews of profiteering from

i ted.
Soldiers by overcharging for blankets, ete. The Enquirer recanie

The truth of the matter was that the Jewish clothing merchants true.to

nt orders
their contracts in spite of the low price &t which Governme

had been taken were meeting their obligations.. . .
The Presbyterian Witness in October 1866, took occasion while
The esl

+ "DThe Wer was
Porting the dedication of the Bene Yeshurum Temple to s&y ;
d the military
® Tich b t for the Jew, while put few of them entere
faiigs o Thus immense fortunes wers

Service, meny of them became contractors.

I~(Teree11 te Aug 2,1861)



gmassed.,

buying real estate, ete. " Tho W %
ings, buylng , . Dr. Wise tried to refute the ch
. e char-

t
ges$, 1t 1s true thet some Jews acted as smugglers end mogt of the cloth
cloth=-
ing manufacturers and wholesale dealers &g well &8 Dry Goods merchant
chants

smassed large fortunes,t

In 1869 the New York Sun reprinted an article in the Cincinneti Com-

merical which sccused Henry Mack, one of Cincinneti's most prominent

citizens and devoted Jews, who hed been appointed Chairmen of the Mili-

tary Committee of Hamilton County during the War, of buying up cotton in

the South during the Wer, when the North needed it most and of having
special permission to bring it across the lines and sell it at sn exhor-
bitent profit in the North. The article also eccused the Jews of hay=-
ing been smugglers of guns, germents, whiskey, etc.

The liberal press, however, never made any such charges, but rather
took up the cudgels in behalf of liberty and freedom when the unfemous
Grsnt order No. 11 was issued. In the revocation of the order, which
was largely affected through Dr. Wise's intervention, Judge B. Storer
gnd Juige Pellow assisted with their legel advice.

On the Committee orgenized by Judge Homdley, which appead to the

people of Ohio snd Indiasna and Kentueky, for sid on behalf of sick sol-
diers was Mr, Abrsham Aub.

In 1865, when & call came from Chaplein Gotthelf of Louisville call-

ing for funds and books for Military Hospitals, it was the Beth El1 Lodge

of Bnai Brith thet took the lead in geeing to it that the appeal did

N0t go unheeded. > -
Duri the wWar, the Trustees of the Union Jewish Cemetery on Welnut
ring e i ¥

ation permitting the buriel

g of the side on which he haed f

Hi] of 811 Jewish soldiers
1lls, passed & resol :
cught,in
Yho fekl in battle, regardles
‘ tation of the
their .t ‘tskinR‘ full charge of the cOStB of tr&nSpor
cemetery, g
1~(Isrs1ite Qot 12,1866) o-(Isreelite Feb 17,1865)
&lite Qe 3



body » burial, etc.

On Thenksgiving Dey, 1868, & Lonument presented by Mr. Jecob Elses

wes erected over the graves of these heroes. The monument carved out

of brown stone, stands sixteen feet high and rests on & white grenite
pase. 1t is surmounted by a spreed eagle cast in bronze,

The dedication addresses were presched by Drs. Wise and Lillenthel,
rhe monument bears the inscription:

"They died for their Country and the names

of those who lie under the cold sod."
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JEWS OF CINCTINNATTI,

IN THE ARTISTIC AND MUSICAL LIFE OF THE CITY.




JEWS Op CINCINNATT
IN THE ARTISTIC AND MUSICAL LIFE OF THE ¢ITy

There has been much discussion of late, as to the question, is
L

Regardless of what the de-
cigsion may be on this mooted point, there is no dcubt that wherever

there distinctive Jewish Art or Music?

end whenever the Jews was permitted to develop freely his interests
and talents in the Arts and Secular Culture, he elways took full sd=-
vantege of the opportunity,

The Jews of Cincinnati were of course, no exception to the rule.
Ex-President Taft, himself a2 Cincinnatian, in a recent statement voiced
the following sentiment:

"Every one who lives in & community like that of my home
City of Cincinnati knows that none of the great cherities,

none of the theatres, none of the societies for art, artistic

development or music, could live if it were not for the sup-

port of the Jews. I believe it to be true thaet the Jews are

iv-
not very rich, but they ere &ll engaged in meking & good 1

ing end so it is thet they are & most important part of

every community."”



CINCINNATI JEVS IN ART.

Two of America’s most pProminent Artists of Jewigh descent, Moses

J. Ezekiel and Henry Mosler, were Cincinnetians, both by residence

tho' not by birth.

Moses Jacob Ezekiel was born in R‘ichmond, Va., Oct. 28th, 1844
] L ]

He was educated at the Virginia Military Institute, from which he was

graduated after serving as & Confederate soldier im the Civil War.
Having decided artistic talent, he early decided to study art. He
painted first "The Prisoners Wife" which received favorsble comment,
His ineclinations leaning more towerds sculpture, he started mod-
elling. One of his first successful efforts in the new field was his
"Cain, or the offering rejected" 1In 1868 he removed to Cincinnati and
there modeled & statue of "Industry"” which was displayed at Bontes
Aet Store on Fourth st.! Tt evoked fmvoreble criticism. Wishing to
perfect himself &s & Sculptor and there being now Art School in Cincin=

nati at thet time, he decided to leave for Germeny, end studied in

Berlin under the Sculptor Rudolph Siemering. Ezekiel was the first

American Jew to turn his attention to Sculpture.

During the yeer 1873, while st111 in Berlin, his model in relie?

entitled “Israel"'&nd & sketech model for & group ngdam and Eve find=

1" were swarded the Michael Beer Prize of Romee.

America in 1874 that he executed th

ing the Slaim Abe e remark-

It was during & visat %o
n the tribute of the Independent Or-

abl "Religious Liberty
. statue e jon of Americen Indepen-

t
der of Bpai Brith to the centennial Celebrs

ed in 1876 1in Fairmount Park, Philadel=-

dence, 1The Statue was unveil
Phia,
1‘(386 Isreclite, Merch 12, 1869)



Upon his r
P eturn to Rome, Ezekiel lessed @ portion of the ruing

Bath
s of Diocletian, and transformed them into one of the most
beeutiful studios in Europe,

of the

is w
H oTrks &re numerous and some are famous. Hewss elected a

Member of various scademies and was Knighted by the German Emperor. !l

Henry Mosler, was born in New York City, June 6th, 1841, As
& child he was taken to Cincinnati and commenced the study of Art,
When only ten years of age. In 1861, at the outbreek of the Civil
War, he was engated by Harpers Weekly to drew war sketches in Kentucky?
In 1863, he left for Germany where he studied drawing under Professor
Mucke and painting under Kindler; leter he also studied in Paris.
1866 witnessed his return to Cincinnati. He devoted his time to genre
pictures. It was during his stay in Cineinnati, that he pesinted the
portrait of Dr. I.M. Wise and also & picture of the Plum Street Temple.?

In 1874, he again returned to Europe where he spent the next
twenty yeers in Munich and Paris. His peinting "The Return of the
Prodigel Son" exhibited 1879 in the Paris Salon, won for him honorable
mention., It had been painted ¢ in his Cineinnati Studio. ILater,
y the French Government for the Luxemburg Gal=-

1888 it was purchased D

lery, being the first work so purchased from an American artist. He

received many medsals end honors and elected into megberahip of numer-

ous scademies. His son Gustave and daughter Edith both devoted them-
g won the medal at the Paris Salon in

selves to art, the former hevin

1902/

igsh Year Book
i 1opedae - Americen Jewis
1<(For BiographykEe: Jegizhﬂgggggs gn B et t?'éggiﬁi%é;? gty
- n -
3-((%E%Zei?tengc?z5.1868) 4=(City of Cincinna
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tion 88 & portrait minter is leo Mielziner son of
' of Dr,

Mos
who was &t one time President of the Hebrew Unj es Mielziner
10n Colle

ge. Leo Miel=-

ziner recently i € Americean
painted & portrait of General Pershing of the Am i

Expeditionery Forces in Frane
€ which was most fs
vorebly commented u
pon.

trai : _
The portrait of his Father, which he executed hengs in the library of
the Hebrew Union College, yo

Though Ezekiel ¢ Mosler ere perhaps the only two Cincinneti Jew-

ish Artists who received nationsl and inter-national reputations, our

community cen boast of & number of Jewish nsmes who atteined more than

local prominence.

In 1874 Samuel J, Abraham, son of Joseph Abraham, prominent in
Congregationsl and Communal @ffairs, exhibited a painting which the
former executed st the Exhibition of the MeMicken School of Design,t

In 1879 The local press gave prominence to the work of ILouis
Steinberger which was judged to be the product of a dewloping telent.

In 1883 - Miss Nettie Illowy, deughter of Rabbi Illowy exhibited

& beautiful piece of figure painfing on tapestry and & very elegantly.

carved musical cebinet, both pieces being ereatly admired at the Ex-

hibition. 2

In 1885 - Raphael Strauss assigted by the Arti
I.}-To ‘Hi 86. EB 1&-

st Aubery, execu-

Adolph Cehs, deughteof Dr.

ted & portrait of Mrs.
the best known being

pictures,

ter painted meny other portraits end
hows & little girl selling

the one called "One Cent & Gless" which 8

ert B, Strauss is 8 talented and able en=

19m0nade.3 His Son Rob
i £ Cincinnati and his
the University ©
gineer. He wes greduated from
. e by the
design of & bridge OVer the I

so by the Danish
g Oct 1883) 3 (Israelit

for & bridge in the Copen=

Bsian Government b e Oct 7 1897)

it
1~(Igreelite June 1874) o-(Isreell

L ———



agen Harbor. He invent

neg invented a birdge that 1ift

. 8 entirely out of the way
permltteg water craft to pass without denger 1

In 1887 = Miss Florence Strasburg an art student et the Cincinns
43 Art School modeled end executed & bust of Dr. I.M. Wise;in 1893 sh
v N ; she

ned painted 25 canvases, among them "The Empty Chair" "A good Fellow" 4%

Tn 1892 - Miss Lezarus beceame quite prominent as & landscape
painter.

In 1897 - Miss Jennie Feller, Miss Rose Zenner and Mrs., W.B. Se-
gal exhibited.

In 1901 - Mlfiss Sadie Schwertz's work won praise for high merit

at the Fell Festival of Portrait Paintings.

1-(Israelite April T4 19107



JEWS OF CINCINNATT IN MusIC

The Jews fondnessg for music is treditiona)l

His sons eng :
ters have at all times renked among the great g
Vo

caligt
mentelists of the Worlg, iets and instry-

B

still characterized by the traditional Germasn love of Musie
two Musicel Colleges, i

The
the May Festival, the Saengerbund and the Cip-
cinnati Symphony Orchestre would =11 have been impossible without

the remerkable combination of the German and the Jew, both elements
consciously promoting end furthering musicel matters in the City.
Musical concerts and entertainments have always been a vital part
of the recreational aspect of Jewish life in Cincinnati.

As early as 1668, & musical society composed of Jewish vocalists
and instrumentalists gave & grand concert and operette at lelodeon

Hall for the benefit of the Cincinnati Temples. Max Liebling was

the Mugical Director.l

The Orpheus Orchestra as well &s the Cincinnati Amateur Orches-

tra, the latter under the baton of Prof. Bloom contained the names

of many sons of prominent Cinoinneti Jewish femilies, to wit:

Oscar Psppenheimer, Ches. swarts, Chas H. Stix, Alexasnder Hyman,

ttmen, James Freiberg, Semuel Jonep,

Vietor Trounstine, Sidney Be

stix Jacob Hein, E.A, Straus gnd others.
]

George Pollock, Chas.
e fact that Jews were

ijng suditors put teught
h humorist in his novel

e where the violin is to be

lovers of music end were

h
This illustrates t it to their child-

not contented by merely be

Aleichem the Yiddis

"stem_penu"

Ten, Sholem

jen Jewish villeg

depicts & small Russ jea the pisno and

deys in Amer
found in every Jewish homee In our

1-(rsraelite oot. 30,1868) ey



In 1869 Dr. Ms
X Lillenthal was elected President of the Citig
izens

g

which wa i
8 held in Cincinnati during May 1870. Jacob Elsas was Chai
- r-

men of t
f the Building Committee ana Daniel Wolf and Lewis Seasongood

were members of the Minsnce Committee.l

Again a Jew in 1897, the Hon. Bernard Bettman, U.S Collector of
the Port, President of the United Jewish Charities and Hebrew Union
College, wes unanimously elected President of the National Saenger-
bund Festival when it was held in this city in 1897.2

The Enguirer (July 10, 1870) setd;"In Cincimmeti, the Jews sre the
most liberal patronizers of Concernt and Opera."

Meny Israelites from out of town were attrected to the City by
the May Festivals,

When in 1874 Wegner had insulted the feir name and wounded the
pride of the Jew by his bitter anti-Semitic statements, the Editor of

the Israselite sppealed to the Jews of Cincinnati to boycott the Ger-

man Opers troupe which was per forming Wagnerian Cperéa. For it wes &

well known fact that the Jews were the most liberal patrons end atten=

dants at the Opera.
an Cities no respectable Jewish singe

g avolded attending the Wegnerian 0P

r took part in Weg-

In Europe
eras when

nerien roles and the Jew

given.?

In 1876, Miss Clare Bernstein who
e soloiste for the Centen
4

1ater studied in Italy (1883)

niel Music Femtivel,
wes chosen one of th

which was given at Pikes 0pers House.

o-(Isreselite Aug.26,1897)
v Apr 21,1876)

1-(Isreelite Dec 3, June 30, 1869-70)
3~ » Jen 28,1875)



pointed Frofessor of Acoustics, Anstomy ang Fhysiology of the I
e lLarynx

and Eer at the College of Musiec,

In 1883, Musical Cincinneti was stirred by two musical prodigies

the little Jewish Wetzler children. The same year Miss Hattie Holf-

gtein received the SpringiiGold Medal at the June Examination of the

College of llusie.

In 1884, Mr. S.E. Jacobson was appointed Concert Meister of the
Cincinnati Orchestra and in 1894, Mr. Victor Trounstine was elected
to the seme office by the members of the Symphony Club of Cincinnati
which was composed of 52 instrumentalists and 250 vocalists.

In 1904, the Commercial Tribune speaks in highest preise of the
honors bestowed upon Miss Jessie Streus violinist who out of 250 com-
petitors was chosen soloist for the Sousa band concerts.

The interest of the Jews of this City in the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestre since its founding in 1895 was always great. Both by finan-
cial end morel support they upheld the Orchestra. During the sesson

of 1895, there are to be found 52 Jewish nemes emong the contributors

to the Orchestre Fund. In 1895-96 the Second geason, the Jews contin-

ued their support. Mrs. L.I. gtix who has stood loyelly by the or-

chestra to this dey, was elected & member of the Board of Trustees.

In 1899, Mrs. J. Welter Freiberg was also elected to the Board.

In 1903, Mrs. J. Mslter Freiberg was eleoted first Vice President

e which she holds &t present.

of the Board, esn offic
1ist end stockholders list, have
1

The Orchestra Fund, subscribers

ewigh nameg.

ber of J
a very large nul
always contained y inist in 1900 snd 1901

h viol
The Orchestre {éself counted one Jewis

the next geason, this wes increased to three. In
]

and two in 1905-06,

rchestre.
Wt i s wava Slpo 'S Jewiseh pleyers in the O



Today there are to be found meny Jewish students in the Conger-

vetories and Art Schools of our City.
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Jews of Cinoinnati in Public Service,

One of the best standards to measure the ability of the Jew
"to adjust™ to his new environment, and also to determine the con-
tribution of the Jew to the general life of the community of which
he feels himself as an integral organic part, is to determine the
extent to which the Jew enters into the political, civie, social,
economic, and educational life of the city,

In this chapter we shall endeavor to ontline the elestive
and appointive offices which the Jew of Cincinnati has held in
both oity and state; to give the office held, the years of service
and poiitical party of which he 1s a inam‘bar, wherever the informa-
tion was aveilsble., For the purpose of compiling this record news-
papers, direotories, City and State Registers, were carefully re-
viewed and data cumulatively gathered.

It should eategorically snd almost dogmatically be stated

that the Jews have at all times regarded themselves &8 Americans

in matters of polities and in the entire history of the Jews of

Oineinnati there has never been & time when the Jewe voted as Jews,
particularly Jewish - the Jew=-

or sponsored any political issue aB
: monstrated in the sphere

ish genius for agsimilation 18 clearly de

of politics and publie service.



U.S,

Bederal 0ffige,

Collector of Internal Revenues.

- Bernard Bettman

U.S.

(appointed)

- Republican - appointed by President MeKinl ey
1897, 1902, '

Commissioner. (appointed)

UIB.

Joseph L, Adler 1912,

Appraiser of Customs, (appointed)

U.S.

Nathaniel Newburgh - Demoorat - appointed by President
Cleveland, 1885,
Gauger. (appdinted)

Leopold Goldberg, 1878.

Presidentisl Electors. (elected)

Bernhard Bettman 1896.
For President Wm. MoKinley.

Alfred M, Cohen 1912,

Por President Woodrow Wilson.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Genersal. (appointed)

Jews appointed

Jacob Schroeder 1868 - Court of Claims.
to West Point Military Academy.

Foreign Consuls.

Jacob Bloom 1869.

Glarance Pichel.
(gppointed)

- to Vietoris B.C. 1870-77.

Devid Eckstein

L0



State of Onio,

Judge Superior Court - (elected),.
Harry M, Hoffheimer - Republican,
Benton S. Oppenheimer « 1914.1916.
Frederiok S, Spiegel - 1907-1911.
Court of Appeals - (elected),
Walter Shohl 1919-21 Republiecan.

S8tate Senator - (elected).

James Brown -
Alfred M, Cohen 1897-1899 Fusion.
Charles Fleischman 1881-2, 1896-7 - Republican.
Edgar M, Johnson 1913-
Henry Mack 1888-90 =-1.Republican.
Louis Pink 1915-16 - Republican.
Walter Shohl 1916-17 - Republican.
Max Silberberg 1903 Republican.
House of Representatives - (elected).

Msx Friedman 1917-18.

eral Assembly = Republiocan.

Harry M. Hoffneimer in 74th Gen

to serve in State Legie~

Joseph Jonas 1869 -1861. Pirst Jew

lature - Democrat .

Fred A. Johnson 18856 - Demoecrat.

Max Silberbersg 1901 - Republican.

/.



House of Representatives (eont )

Arthur Spiegel
Pred s, Splegel -
Daniel Wolf 1883 . Demoorat,

State Board of Pardons - (appointed),
Nathan Drucker 1887 -1891,

Ohio Constitutional Convention - (elected),

Julius FPreiberg 1875 - Republican and Democrat Jointly,

Members of Governor's Staff - (appointed),

General Lewis Seasongood 1882 - Quartermaster of State -
rank of General.

Sam Trost.

State Board of Reform School - (appointed).

Daniel Wolf 1898,
Chief of Bureau of Statisties - (appointed).

Fred S. Spiegel 1880,

city snd County.

on Pleas = {elected).

Judges of Court of Comm
Max B, May 1912.

Jacob Shroder 1886

-1891 =- Republican.

PUbliOBn-
Frederic

Mayor - (elected ).

06.
Julius Fleischman 1901-19

1goted).

President of council = (e
moeral 1916.

Johnson = De

Simeon M.,



President of Council (eont,)

Julius Reis 1880-86,

in rank,

County Commissioner - (appointed),

Semuel Weil, Jr, (1914-16)

County Board of Control - (appointed).

Morris Bauer
Louis Krohn

County Solicitor - (elected).

Fred. S. Spiegel 1891,
County Clerk - (elected).

Touis G. Bernard 1874 - Democrat.

Tex Commission - (appointed).

George B. Harris

County Military Committee - (appointed).
Henry Mack 1861-60. During Civil War.

Trustee of Longview Asylum - ( gppointed ).

Max Fechheimer

Chas. Fleischman (1889 -1898 )

Prosecuting Attorney - (eleoted).

Harry M. Hoffhelmer 1900-06 - Republican.

Assistant Prosecuting attorney - (

an 1910-12
A8 = Republicen

elected ).

Alfred Betim

Tonis Femnbers 1914

ican
Arthur M. Harris 1913-18 - Republ

First Jew to reach eity office as high



City Soliecitor (.elacted).
Alfred Bettmap 191234 . Progressive,
Jesse Lowman 1907,

Saul Zielonks 1916-1920
Agsistant Corporation Coungel - (appointed),

Joseph L, Adler

Harry M. Hoffheimer - Republican,
Assistant City Solicitor - (appointed),

Leonard Pernberg 1912-14 - Democrat,
Edgar M, Johnson 1857-61 - Republican,
Benton S, Oppenheimer 1906-08
Chauncey Pichel 1917-19 - Republicen,
Samuel Stern 1914-18 - Republiocan,
Saul Zielonka - Republican.

Board of City Improvements - (appointed).

Daniel Wolf 1879-83.
City Charter Commission - (appointed).

J, Walter Freiberg 1913.
Oriminsl Beiliff - (sppointed).
Joseph Moses 1879-93.

Constable - (elected).
7 - Republican.

pomted )o

Sem Bloom 187

Market Superintendent - (ap
Jos. M. Ray 1882.

2



a [ ]

Julius Fre iberg ‘1870

Joseph Trounsting

Chief Deputy Sheriff - (appointeﬂ_).
Louis G. Bernara 1883
Joseph Moses 1873
Wm. Renau 1858
Assessor - (apvointed),
M. Simon 1877 - Republican.
Board.of Alderman - (elected),

J.M. Brunswick 1875

Julius Reils 1874-1886 = for six years President of Board,

Wm. Renau 1886-88

Members of Council =~ (elected),

Daniel Bauer 1880-1918,
Morris Bsuer 1873-1890 - Republican - President 1887,

Alfred M, Cohen 1884

David Heinsheimer 1877-78 - Republican,

Charles Kahn 1868-70 - Republican - Vice Chairmen .

Gus. Lowenstein 1881-89 = President.

Henry Msack 185963 - Republican.

Morris Moses 1848
Gabriel Netter 1871
1.M., Ray 1880-1882
Julius Reis 1882

“Enoch L. stricker
l f = 1865-1877 = DemoO
-78 = Republical.

Wol orat - president.
Daniel WO

gimon Wolfsteln 1877



Tr - i
ustee of Southern Rail Rosq . (aproint d)
: ay e .
Philip Heidelbagh 1876

Henry Mack 1874

Water Works Commissioner - (eppointed)

Msurice J, Freiberg 1896

David Heinsheimer 1890
Chas, Hilb 1875

Semuel Trost 1885-90
Mrs. Henry Rosenbaum 1898

Board of Public Safety - (spvointed),

Abe Furst - Democratiec.
Walter FPriedlander 1916-18.

Police Commissioner - (apvointed).

Julius Reis (1885)

Board of Fire Trustess - (appointed).

Abe Furst 1884-1897 - Demoeratic - President.
: Chas. Fleischman 1886-1890
Chas, Kshn, Jr, 1873

Joseph M. Rice

Irustee of 5inking,Fund - (appointed).
Julius Freiberg 1896-01
George W. Harris 1912-19
Harry Levy 1901
Lewis Seasongood 1875 .
Board of Public gervice - (appointed ).

May Fechheimer 1890

26



Board of Public Service (cont,)

Wm, S. Marx 1906-1908 - Demderat.
Samuel Weil 1907-1909

Social Service Board - Charities and Corrections.

Max Senior 19&2

Hospital Commission - (zppointed).

Louis S. Levi 1912
Wm., Ronsheim 1889
Park Board.

Jacob Elsas 1870-73 - Republican - Chairman,
Julius Fleischman
Adam A. Kramer
Irwin M, Erohn 1912
Max Senior
Board of Health - (appointed).
Samuel Trost 1882
Sem Weil, Jr.
Justice of the Peacse - (elected ).
Leopold Block
Samuel Bloom }857
Fred. A. Johnéon 1870-1885 - Democratic.

BE. Peter Joseph 187181

M. Muller

’ Wm,. Renal



Directors of Univepes
—= 2 University of @ :
2= Zlneimmati . (appointeq ),

Jemes Brown 1853

Rev. Dr. Max Lillienthsy 1875-52
Max Msy

Emil Pollack 1910.

Dr. Jeseph Ransohoff

Lewis Seasongood 187183,

Edward Senior

Samuel W, Trost

Rev. Dr. I.M, Wise 1882-89

Dr, David I, Wolfstein 1912
Union Board of High Schools - (appointed),

Rev. Dr, Max ILillienthal 1861-

Emil Pollak 1909-

Jacob Shroder 1893-.1919,

Isasc Simon - one term.

Board of Education - Members of School Board - (elected).

Samuel Ach 1906-
Bernard Bettmen 1886-1898 - Republican.

James Brown 1878-1882 - Democratic.

Dr. G. Deutsch - 1907
pr. L.J. Fogel 1893 - Democratie and Republican.

Edgar M. Johnson 186973

W.J. Klein
Touis Kramer 1882-84



Board of Bdueaty
= On - Memberg
- === of School Boara (qont, |

can

and Democratic. ¢
Henry Maclk 1863-77 . Republican,
Isaac Mack 1870-72

Dr. J.C. Marous

Dr. Raphsel W, Miller 1902-04 - Republican,
Joseph Moses 1874-1878; 1883-85.
Emil Pollsk 1905
Issac Simon 1874-78
Fred, S. Spiegel 1880
Rev. Dr. I, M, Wise 1880,
School Exeminer 1875-88,
Public Library - (appointed),

James Brown 1883

Dr, Henry W, Bettman 1901
Henry Mack - Chairmen of Building Com, 1885-1889 -~ Republican,

Chamber of Commerce -(Officers).

Julius Freiberg 1892-3 Secretary.
1894 Elected honorary member.

Msurice J. Freiberg 1895-96 President.

Simon Greenebsum 1904 Director.
3amusl Trost 1864, 1886 - Exposition Commissioner.

Henry M. Rubel Director 1907,
Morris ¥, Westheimer 1903 Director.



For the blographies of most of the men whose names are listed

in the Roll of Public Service, as well as for biographical resords
of other prominent Jews of Cincinnati, we may refer to the many

year books and volumes on Cincinngti, i,e,

History of Cincinnati and Hemilton County 1894,
Cincinnati the Queen City by C.F. Goss, Vols I-IV,
Greve, Centenial History of Cincinnati, Vol. I & II.
Containg an article on Jews of Cincinnati by
Max B. May.
Cincinnati the Queen City of West, G.M. Roe, 1895.
Howe's Historical Collections of Ohio. Vol, I & IL.
Cincinnati the Queen City 1914,
Published by Cuvier Press Club.
American Jews Annual 1888.
Article on American Jews in Public Office by



NCTABLE EVENTS CF JEWS IN PUBLIC SERVICE.

Yeer by Year.



of its oppositicn to immigration and itg advocacy of Americs

for Americans., He points out that their ostensible opposition
to the Catholies from holding publie office eng their "flirta-
tion" with Jews, admitting them to their secret conclaves ig a
blind. The majority of Isreselites being foreigners should op-
pose the "Know Kothing party" because they seek to curtaixﬁ- the

rights of foreigners and refuse them the privilege of self gov=-

ernment)and of beszing srms to defendm%hair rights.

18566 = Jews took & prominent pert in the Nationsl Democratic Conven-
tion held in Cinecinnati which nominated President Buchanen.

1863 - Democretic Convention at Carthege nominetes Dr., Wise for Senate
but he declines nominetion at the request ofhme Yeshurim and
Talmud Yelodim Institute, on ground that hé cannot be spared.

1868 - Dr. Wise and & number of prominent local Jews oppose the can-

didecy of General U.S. arent for President of the United States

becsuse of his discriminatory order No. 11 during Civil Wer.

edication of the Tylor

1871 = Dr. Lillenthel in his address at the d
rest in their

eals to Cincinnatians for greater inte

gzin app
- npor Cincinnsti

civiec and political and commercial enterprises -

the West."
ig rapidly losing its prestige &8 the Queen City of

Tgeac Mack, M. Joseph,Abraham,

od, Henry Mack,

1873 - Lewis Seasongo
ienne Exposition.

appointed Commissioners to V



1873 -

Dr. Wise during the Temperasnce Crusade in Cincinnati preached
egeinst Prohibition saying "that the use of wine or strong drink

as & beverage is no moresl wrong nor can it properly be called

e waste of property. The abuse of anything not eriminal or im-

moral does not justify the abolition or prohibition, thereof.’

A %62-563. )
- .M. Wise F.
1- (Mey B. Mey



1875

1875

1877

1881

1881

1881

1883

18856

1887

1887

&f

g "
Educetion, the citizens of the 18th Ward petition Mr Henry Mack

te permit his name to be nominated for thet office agein, Com=
merical said "To no single men is Cincinnati more indebted for
efficient labor performed in public office then to Mr. Henry Weck,"
= Julius Reis first Jew to be elected Vice Mayor of Cineinnati.
~ Louis Heinsheimer appointed by Governor of Alsbams to post of
Assistant Commissioner of Emigration for that State.

- Henry Mack as Trustee of Southern Railrosd presented & plan to
the Board of Trustees which if followed would affect & saving of
seversl million dollers to the City.

- Mr. Alfred Seasongood elected Vice President of the Executive
Committee of the Inter-National Cotton Exposition held in Atlanta,

- Edgar M. Johnson nominated unenimously as Lieutenant Governor

of Ohio on Democratic ticket.

- Nathan Drucker appointed a delegate to represent the Cincinnati

Board of Trade at the National Convention of Boards of Trade and

Chambers of Commerce that met in Washington.

Nethen Drucker introduced & Registry lLew in Cincinneti that

will insure fair and just bellot and maintain order end quiet &t

the polls on election day.
-« Alfred M. Cohen appointed by the Hon. Chas H. Stephens, Pres-

idenéy of the Common Council of Cincinneti to arrange for the

bration of the Centenial Anniversary of the sState of Ohio.

55y f Trade and Irans-

- Nathan Drucker elected Pregident of Board o

portation.



1889

1896

1900

1902

1911

2911

1912

1912 - Alfred Bettmen nsmed Chairman of the Exe

Mrs,
Henry Rosenbaum firgt Jewish women in the City to be ap

Pointed Publie Office, as Director of Work House,

Maurice J, Freiberg appointed by Gov. Bushnell one of the Com-

missicners to e£ect the new water works

Alfred M. Cohen end Julius Fleighman; both Jews, were candidates

on opposing parties for Mayor -- Fleiechman was elected,

N
Enquirer states that Senator Alfred M. Cohen ig the only Demo-

crat in Hamilton County who in forty years was twice elected to
the Ohio Senate.

Gov. Harmon names Alfred M. Cohen the representative to the
Conference of the Americen Society for Judiciel Settlement of
Inter-National disputes.

Alfred !}, Cohen nominated for Governtr of State by Democratie
party.

llax Senior selected by Megor Hunt & member of the newly created
Bureau of Charities and Correcticns. Purpose of Bureau:

1 - To provide for a corps of social workers.

2 - To confine the use of the City Hospital
to the sick ppor.

3 - To benish the "Bums" from the Workhouse.

4 - To consolidate all charitéble and medical
activities in the City.

cutive Committee of Chic

Associstion of City Solicitors.



IS THERE A JEWIE VOTE?

4 study which the writer mede of the vote in Jewish Wards 13 15

16, 17 and 18 on Jewish and non-Tewish candidates for office over a ser

ies of recent years.and a comparison of this vote With the general city

vote on candidetes and issues with which statistics it is not propoged

to burden this paper, reveal the uncontrovertsble fset that there is

no "Jewish Vote." The Jew is an independent voter, usually seratching

his ballot and voting for whomever he considers the best man. Though
& Jewish candidete who happens to be well known as & Communal worker
frequently obtains a slightly higher percentege of votes in so called

Jewish wards.

Since the coming of the Russien Jews in lerge numbers, to the

City, the Wards in vhich they live roll up & larger percentage of Re-

publican votes than heretofore - tending to indicate that they have
"fallen in" with the mejor perty.

Though the Socialist Party of Cincinnsti counts a number of Jews
emong its leeders, the vote in Jewish neighborhbods is not alweys &
progressive one &S was evident from the vote on the Green Car Fran-
chise in 19138. The Pive Jewish werds, 13, 15, 16, 17 and 18 rolled
up 55% of their vote for Frenchise, the progressive ftendency being in=
dicated by & negative vote,

The quota of Jews to be found in the Party Councils &t present of
the Republicen and Democratic parties is small yet representet ive of
the best civic element in the Jewish fold. In the Woman suffrage Party
of Cincinnati, the factative leadership is in the hands of Jewish Women.

In the orgenizations which‘foster the civic and social pride of the

city, such as the Mens gnd Womens City clubs, Chember of Commerce, Coun=

¢il of Social Agencies, Social Unite Orgenization, ete., and during the



Wer, the Liberty Loan, Red Cross and War Saving Stamps, Four Minute

Speekers, War Chest, ete. Committees, the Jews of the Community take

& leading and prominent part.

It is, however, a fact, that the Jewish contingent represented
in 211 these patriotic civic and social service movements in the City
is a2lmost exclusively drawn from the native born or German Jewish Re=
form element of the Jewish Community.

The Orthodox Russian element of population, though gredually
developing powers of internal lesdership and initiative, is still un-
represented in the affairs of City and Stete. This is regretable be-
cause this element of our population has become affluent and thoroly
Americanized and should develop &and intqrest in contributing its share

to the lerger civie, political and social life of City State and Country
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