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The ortere Affolr schocked Jews the world over. It
mode them wonder Just how sccure they were in the middle
ol the enlishtened 10th century. In Lurope 1t gave rlge

]

to the orsanlzaetlon of the Alllasnce laraelite Unlverzelle;

o o

in Amerlea it made posgolble the flrst unlon on & national

seale, Whille Wlese znd the Serman reformerys felt the imml-

nence of o essianic era, and could not put up with the'mel-
' ' ”72
ancholy ides of galuth" with its impllicablons of ingsecu-

rity Tor th

2 Jew, Leeser and others were not zo recady to

for zranted that 2ll wog well for Idrael, even here In

the United States..When Leeseréfirst wrote about the Mortdra
Affalr in November of 1858, he poited to it @ms but one proof

27%
that the reform zroup were too opltimlstic abhout the present.

Fe offered o gimilar cace of forced conversion in St.loulg
2n an exanmople of what the Cathelle Church would do 1T they

were not restrained by the vigllance of the Jews and other

‘LJ
1liberal American cltizens.

It wasg in thls spirit that the Roard of Delezates wago

~ O

concelved.The "Board of Representatives" orsganized by the

Yew York Congrezations seomed 2 good nucleug for a union,
and Teaacs ursed that every othor clty should espablish a

aimilar loecal hoard. Thece Jocal unlits could then elect dele-

sates to national organization whieh could walceh over the

ceneral welfare of the American Israelites, az well as ccop-

erate with similar HSuropean bodiesg In metters of world-wide
impnortance for the Jews, The Mortara AfTslr bad demonstrated
that epontancous action on Lhe part of individual connroza-

tiong and communities,was ineffechive and took too long to

l
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flee-iregidents, U.0.Jacobs and 4,1, lerrmen Secrebaries, A
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committoe on cepedentiale wan appointed, and while they met,
weoper spoke urging thet a Dusiness Commibtes be zppolnted

to prepare an agenda for the meeting. Leeser szald he core

-

sldered the plan cutlined in the cirewlar defective in thot

It envisazged a political and not a relizlous body. The moticn

for a Buslness Sommiltlee war secon Wded, but Isaoacs moved thab

o

the plan as circulated be sdonted. To compromlge the

o

Ll fer

OJ

encep between Leeser's and Isancy views, an amendmont wan

adopted referri
Mhis committee conglsted of Lecser of FPhiladelphia, Jacobs
of Charleston, H9W1 of New Yorlk,.Schriver of ! iqum01d and

[

saronl of Booton,

The committee re Uorbc Lo the delegates with o preamble

V]

i~

fdo

icle orov

o

o

and several articles for adoptlon.
Tor the name of the organizatlon - "The Board of Delegates
of American Israelites" - and stated that the Board was to
have DCPWJHUHt successlion, This was unanimously adopted.
Article II, Dectlon 1 provided for two delegates from esch
member congiregation, and this too wag poassed unon mously.
Section 2 of lr1 .cle 1T, which contained Leeger's plan for
e} WO]l slous authority wass, on motion, tabled ti111 the next
meeting off the Board, After the report of the Committee on
Buginess had been acted on, it was moved that a committee

be empowered to draftl a constltution and by-laws, Up to

this point, the Commitlee on Dusiness had 5 menbers Trom 5

different citles, It wop now voted o add the chatrman and

erring the clrcular plan to a comnlttee Tor action,

d\.\
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