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IN':mODOOrION 

In 1949, I saac Heinemann published, what has since becane a 

classic in its field, ~ Ha-Aggade.h. This study, the only one 

of its kind ever undertalen, is a highly analytic explication (rich in 

aggadik refer,ences) o:r the mechanisms and purposes at work 1n the crea­

tion of midrashi.m. 

Unfortunately, Heinemann's profound undertaking remains largely 

unknown, even among students of the midrash. This is only part1.al..ly 

explained by the absence of translations of this work. For even to 

those who are l:nowledgeable in Hebrew,~~-~ presents a 

challenge llhich is f'onnidable. It is frankly an effort to make one's 

1-my thr ough Heinemann 's cumbersome Hebrew which reads, at times, like 

a translation of thoughts, conceived and formulated in the German l.ang­

uase. Because there is such a wealth of insight here, it is hoped that 

this entire vork -..-ill, one day, be •rendered into intelligible English. 

My effort 1s but a modest beginning in this direction. 

I have selected tvo of the earlier chapters of ~ ~-Aggadah, 

:.ti th the purpos•~ of conveying, in my ovn vords, the sum and substance 

of Heinemann • s t hought in these chapters. I am grater~ indebted to 

Dr. Liebreich for suggesting this p r oject to me, and for his kindly 

and helpful aid along the way as my advisor. 
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PART I 

C<mCRETIZATION 

Rather than being abstract, methodical, schematic., philosophic., 

systematic., the tb:inldng of the authentic Jew and the oriental is con­

crete, illustrative., folksy., animated., lively. It makes use ot de~1 

in its expression. And by way of detail and the conC1:"!te, it points 

toward the general, which it is neither willing nor able to reveal di­

rectly by word and theory. (1) 

The above characterization is descriptive of the th1nldng of our 

rabbis . And this ~organic" characteristic or their tb1nldng led to 

Yarious concret1zat1ons of the non-concrete. Consider hov our rabbis 

dealt with certain questions which could have been formulated in a 

general, abstract way. It is true that occasionally they posed a 

:iuestion abstractly, as for example: Were it better for man not to 

have been created? (2) Or: Why is it that there are righteous men 

vho suffer adversity, while some wicked men prospert (3) But nowhere 

in rabbinic Judaism do we find a book like Philo's "Concerning Provi­

dence", or theoretical inquiry such as that typically Greek question: 

How does man arrive at a concept of Divinity? 

Rather did our rabbis prefer to reveal their questions, and their 

doubts, by way of concrete illustrative situations. For example, our 

rabbis raised the question of God's Justice by way of a statement vi.th­

in an actual dialogue they :hoagined between God and Job. Job speaks: 

Can it be that God has confused ~ I 'JC (Job} vi.th ? • I IG 
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(Bnemy')t The ansver to this question which they placed int.he Jll0llth 

ot God vu equally concrete, and bi~ illuatrati~: 

Noet tooliah creature, I created .-,y b&1ra on t.he 
head of man. And for each and e-very ba1r I created 
a separate follicle, in order t.hat no two hairs 
would have to be nourished :f'rall the aame follicle, 
thereby impe.iring the sight of man. I did not con­
tuse one follicle with another. Would I contuse 

? I t IC. vi th ,> • CIC t ( !J) 

Or consider how our rabbis, in their interpretations ot the Ake4ah 

never cane right out and ask: Can a God who puts -.n to such a teat be 

a just Godt Rather is their question both implied in, and answered by 

va.y of tbat illustrative 1-.ge ot R. Jonathan: 

A potter does not test detective vesaels, because 
all it takes is one tap, and they break. What then 
doea he teatt Only excellent vesat"ls which, no ilat­
ter h01i many times t.hey are tapped, do not break. 
So too, the Holy One, bleesed. be Be, teats not the 

. Melred, but the righteous. As it says - The Lord 
trieth the rigbteoua. (5) 

Nor do our rabbis directly verbalize such an abstract problem as: 

How can an Omniscient God NOT know whet.her JIBD will obey Jli&t Again, 

their question is 1lllplicit in their COIIIDelltary up011 tbe biblical verse: 

For now I know tbat you fear God. (6), which they interpreted to mean: 

For now I have made 1 t known to all that you love Ne. • • (7). Which is 

to say that God 1'e&l..1y did know all along how Abra!aa would respond to 

this test. 

Interpretations such as these, which are a part or IsNel'a cw 

heritage, justity the trials and tribulations ot specific rig'bteoua aen, 

and even or the people as a whole, as when the rabbis tell ua that it is 

not to prove their rigb~aa that the Boq 0De, bleaeed be Be, 

atfiicts Israel - thought.his is the underatan"1ng at Cbriatiw and 
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others. But Israel 1s tried precisely because God 1• aure ot Istllel •• 

ateadfaatneas. And he wants to make it known to all that Israel aenea 

her Muter out ot loyalty, rather 1.1-m for the sake ot a reward. ~ 

such teach1ogs, 1111 e'Vellt, such as the Akedah, takes on a .:,re exa1ted 

meani.Dg. 

Abstract theological. questions as: Bov can an 1nf'1n1 te God dwell 

within a tinite early sanctuary! Or: Wby should a God vho bu ew17-

th1ng, receive vitb favor the meager sacr1t1c1al of'terinp of ant -

were not posed outrightly 1D such an abatract fashion. Iutea4 , such 

questions are 1aplicit vitbiD a cODCrete dialogue, rich 1Jl st.r1Jd.ng 

imagery, Vhi_ch our rubis 1Mg1 ned between God am lloNIII: 

Vben God said to Moses: Nake lie a Temple • Noses 
said to the Holy one, blessed be Be, Muter ot t.be 
Universe, look how t.be heavens, and t.be hea'Vell ot 
heavens, are not able to contain You, and You say• 
Make Me a Temple: 'Die Holy One, blessed be Be aa1d to 
him: Moses, it is not as you 1meg1ne. Xo, make it 20 
boards by 20 by 8, and I will caae down and squeeze 
mysel.i- in beneath them. 

At the time vhen God said to Moses: My sacrif'ices, rq 
sustenaoce • •• to the f ire - Moses said to the Holy One, 
blessed be .. : Master of the Uni verse, 1t I were to 
bring all tbe an1maJs in the world, would t.My suf'tice 
t.o constitute even one o:f't~rlngt Or aJ.l the vood 1D 
the vorl.d, would that be Sllfficient to JdMle o~ of­
fering (vortby of You)T 'J.';.e Holy One, blessed be Be, 
said to him: Moses, it is not as yov imagine . Bo, 70U 
shall say to them - This is the fire ottering. Bring 
me one sheep in the mornillg and another in the evening. (8) 

In such a concrete taslion, our rab~is refuted that \U1SOPhisticated 

understand1n& which 1mg1:nes that God's presence can be conJured by 

means of Temple ritual. God "cCllll)resses hillsel.f" - that is to sa.J", Be 

graces our sanctuary with Bis presence out ot B:1• loft, rat.her than 

because be 1s coerced by a&1c. And Be accepts our -.cr1.n.ces and 

.. 



otteringa, not because it is 1n our power to benef'1 t :ma, but became 

Be desires our obedience, and is sati.sf'ied w1 th small token gifts which 

deaonatrate our loyalty to 11:lm. We mi8Jlt add that our rabbis alluded 

to such tbeologiC&l probl.ems, not solely to show how such ditticult1es 

can be overccne, but aJ.ao to better understand and to clari1'y tbe here­

sies which give rise to such questions. 

The general, abstract question: can man be held responsibl.e tor 

his deedst - is not posed by our rabbis . But this question is implied 

1n thei-r interpretation of a concrete situation, t.be ,conf'rontation ot 

Cain by God 1-etiately following the slaying ot Abel. '1ben t.be Lord 

said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother!" Be said, "I do not know; 

am I 'llf3 brother's keepert • (9) Cain's reply - I DO 1'(71' DOW - vas taken 

to mean that either be had never before seen a murder, or the Holy One, 

bl.eased be Be, had created the evil inclination. And ve should not con­

demn a men tor sins cam!li tted out ot ignorance. As f ,or Cain's vords -

.AM I Mr BRO'l'BER 'S ICBKPERT - our rabbis' interpretati01n vas either that 

God who watches and sees all,, ~ have alloved Cain ·to s~ Abel.. Or 

God himself', in effect, killed Abel by arousing Ca1n • :a jealousy ot his 

brother. (10) 

An interpretation such aa this embodies all that contemporary 1DOl'­

alista have said, both by vay of limiting the reapons:lbility of those who 

have done wrong, and by wa;y of ,arguing that advocates of stern Justice 

have overloilked an important injunction: You shall n1ot place a stumb­

ling block before t.be blind. Even as God' a rejection ot ea1n •• otter­

ing, albeit a just act on the part ot God, t'ailed to ,taJre into account 

Cain's capacity tor being bl.1nded by jea].OQBy, so too:, ( tbe argaent goea) 



harsh panSebaeat, even when it is justly ,.cnnensurate vith the deed, 

may give rise to &dd1 t1cmal. wrong doiJJg&. 
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Aga1u, without abstractly f'ormulating the qwtian ot hman respon­

sibility, our rabbis caae to grips with this problem in their interpre­

tatien of another concrete situation - Esau's seen1:ngJ7 1rrospona1ble 

disposa1 of his birth-right in order to grati:ty lie 1-ed1at;,e appetite 

for food: Once when Jacob was boiling pottage, Esau caae 1n :f'ram the 

f ield and be vas famished. (11) "What 1a the purpose ot this pottaget•, 

Esau asked. "I IIIBde it because that old man (Abraham) has died", Jacob 

replied . • jndipnent bas struck that righteous man!, Esau exclaim­

ed, then there 1a neither reward nor resurrection!" (12) In effect our 

rabbis say here, that it is those experiences which teach that God de­

s troys innocent and gui.lty al.ike, which cause men to dent God, and to 

purs ue the pleasures of this world - whether good or evi.l. 

Two more instances my be mentioned which reveal hov our rabbis 

approached the problem of man's responsibility by way of real lite situ­

ations, w1 thin which this question is imbedded. To what extent is Job's 

wife to be held accountable f or her notorious advice to Job: Curse God 

and d.ie! (13) This question is implied in the rabbinic interpretation 

of this situation . Our rabbis said that the wii'e of Job was none other 

than Dinah! Thereby, they sof'tened the rebelliousness of her bitter 

vords, which - appear to be a pathetic reflection o~ her own tragic 

experience as a child. (14) 

And the question as to whether a Jev was, i.Ulder all circumatlp:u:es, 

to be held accountable for fa1l1ng to perform the mitzvoth is implied in 

a concrete, illustrative simation which our rabbis described througb tbe 



mouth or l'Ol'llh: 

There vas a vidov, and llv.l.ng vith her i,ere her tvo 
tatherl.ess da~ters. The vidov bad oru.w one f'ield, 
and when ahe vas about to pl.ow, Moses said to her: 
Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together. 
When ahe was about to sow, Moses said to her: 'l'hou 
shalt not sow thy field with two kinda of seed. When 
she was about to reap the harvest and to stack the 
sheaves, Moses said to her: Thou shalt not bar'Yest 
the glean1ng"", the overlooked ahee."Ves., and the corners 
ot the field . When she was about to bring the harvest 
into the granaey., Moses said to her: Gi-ve me the beaw 
offering., the f'irst tithe., and the second tithe. She 
submitted to God's decree and gaw them to him. 

What did the poor wanan do tbent She sol4 the field 
and bought two sheep, so that she m1Sbt clothe herself' 
in the vooJ. shorn 1"raD them, and so tbat she misbt 
profit out of the lambs. As soon as the sheep brought 
f'orth their young, Aaron came and said to the widow: 
Give me the firatU.ng malea ••• aptn abe aulmitted to 
God's decree, and gave the young of her sheep to Aaron. 
When tbe tillle for shearing arrived ••• 

Is such a thing riSbtt Moses and Aaron ha"fe done all 
these tb1nga to her, but bang the blame on the Holy One, 
blessed be He? (15) 

6 

Thns, our rabbis emphasized that there are people who would like to tul.­

fill the Lav., but God bas ma.de its yoke too heavy for them. 

The perenial metaphysical. question: What is the ultimate meaning 

of Israel's sutf'ering! - is not posed by our rabbis in such an abstract 

way. As is the case vi th the questions we have mentioned.., this question 

too lurks within the heart or the concrete - for example., within a par­

ticular converMtion which our rabbis 1magh>eti to have taken place be­

tween R. Jochan•ben ZakJarl and Hadrian., Just after lladrian bad taken 

(!) Jerusalem. Badrian speaka: By f'orce have I taken Jenasalem? R. 

Jocbenan: Do not gl.orif'y yourself'. Bad not heaven ordajnecl it., you 

would not have conquered. (Be took him and brought him into a ca-ve 
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vbere he ahowed Baclr1an the bur1al place or AmBnt.e■ - cme ot 111d.ell vu 

18 cubita in lengt.h? ) ••• when 'lie merited it, all tbeee men wre gS.wn over 

into our power. And now it 111 on account or our •1Df'ulllea• tbat you rule 

over us. (16) 

Another concret.e event - tbe 111racul.G\18 ■u:rv1wl. ot Sbaarach.1 Me­

sbach, and Abellnego - 1■ utilized by our rabbi■ to shed li8llt upon the 

meaning ot Israel's atnictions. They 1mgfned this great viDdication 

of God's power to haft been vitne■■ed by the nati0118 ot tbe world, vho 

take this event as a sign that there is no salvation which is too dU­

ficul.t tor Israel's God to perform: 

When t.hey came out :trom tbe :turnace, all tbe nati011S 
ot tbe earth assembled. 1.'hey stood up and spat in 
their tacea and said to them: You knew that your God 
is able to perform miracles and vondera such as thie. 
You yourselves caused the destruction ot bis house? 
They spat at their h.ees, until their bodiea dripped 
vit.h spittle. (17) 

It the ultimate meaning of Israel's affliction is that a just God 

brough~ such 1nmisbment upon Israel, vbat are thoae sins which merited 

such retribution! In confronting this problem, and responding to it, 

our rabbis could eaeil,y have theorized about sin, possibly tcmaulating 

a systematic, conceptualized scheme vhich described the various types 

of sins and classified these according to the degree ot their serious­

ness. But no such tbeoey ot sin is to be tound in rabbinic tbi n)d ng, 

Here again, the rabbinic aentality preterred tbe concret.e. "'1!le land 

was f'Ulecl with them?• (18) Our rabbi■ voncter about this ftme, and 

they eoncluite that Egypt,.. t1l.lec1 vit.h ~• an4 c1.rcuaea. (19) 

It vu the C1lltt<a ot tbe Isnelite• to llix with DOIi-Jen, aid nen to 

frequent their houses or entertaimeni; - possibly 1n order to ingratiat.e 
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l.bewee t ve■ vi.th t.beir toreigp neigtlbora·. Bllt th1a beba"fi.or 11114 pre­

ciseq the oppoaite ettect. And eftll mre diautroua, it-■ Juat t1d.a 

particular &in - attend1ng tbe circuae■ - along vitb •1a.1.e beartltg• 

vhich cauee4 -.e poatponement at God'• redeeming ailts. 

lloeea -.. aeclitating 1n h1a beart, •vt:ere1n bu Israel 
aiDDed tbat they 8FQld be enala~ more tblm all the 
nat1onat• llben he baud tbe8e VOl'l1a. ("Vbo lllde tbee a 
ruler and J11i!p o"fm' •t• (20) teeM.a seek t.o beccae 
~"Ull Jllllp o-ver us. Very well, ve v1ll diwlae 
wat you have done to the Egyptian) Moses said: Tale 
bearing ia rif'e aaoag tbea. Bow can they be ripe tor 
aalw.tiont (21) 

Those ot .Ahab's generation were said to have been deserving at viDdica­

tion, in spite ot their having worshipped idol& becauee their redemption 

was not delayed in this way: The generation ot Ahab were all worship­

pers ot idols. Yet ov1ng to tbe tact that there were no 1.ntormers a­

mong them, tbe;y used to go out to var and be victorious! (22) 

Even auch an occurrence u the deatructioa at the 2nd Tellple - a 

cor!!:l)lex hiator1cal. ewnt vortby at aethoclic&l thc-w,-t, it one 1a t.o 

concept.Uze a tbeory vhicb .aequately accounts _tor it, -.. apla1ned 

b;y our rabbi.a 1n t.ena ot a s1ngle, concrete incident, rich in illustra­

tive det&Ua: 

A certain 11m1 had a triend e&lled Kamza, and an enmv 
mad Bar ~- Once be llllde a banquet and aid to 
hie servant - Go and bring Daza. The am vent and 
bl"OQlbt Bar Xal7.a. VbeD tb1a an t"OIDl b1a enmsy at 
his party be said to h1Jll - What are you doing beret 
Get out! Said Bar lram'.a - Since I .-~ here, 
let me stay and I will pay you tor vbat I eat and drink. 
Be ■aid - I vm 't. 'flleD let ae g1 ve you balt tbe coat 
ot the party. He still said Bo, and he took him by t.be 
bud and showed hill the ~ out. Said Bar Jtaa - 8illce 
the rabbis were sitting there and did not stop hia, th1a 
_. that they agreed vitb Ida. I v1ll go and 1arom 
ap1nst them to the Govel"IIIBDt. 



9 

Be vent and eaid to the Emperor - 'l'be Jew are Nbel.11ng 
a.,1ust. you! Be said - Rov can I tell? He sa1cl to him -
Send them an ott-ering and aee vbetllal.1.bey wUl. otter it up. 
So be sent Bar Kamza With a f'iDe calf. While on the way, he 
ade a blend.eh on i ta upper lip, or, aa sc:ae 118¥, on t.be 
vbite of its eye, in a place where Jevs count it a blelliab ••• 

{R. Zechariah b. Abbculas opposed both ottering the sacrie 
:tice, and doing away With Bar K.flma) ••• Iis ane ""° 1111111lee a 
blemish on consecrated M1:mBJs to be put to deatht Where­
upon R. Jocbamn renarlred: Through tbe ba111:ty ~ R. Zech­
ariah, our House bas been destroyed, our Temple burnt, and 
we oursel~s exiled f'ran our land! (23) 

Likewise the question: llbaln1111.ker a people -.ortby ~ 164eaapt1cmt 

was not posed b:, our rabbis in such abstract terms. Rather did tbq fo­

cus their attention upon the concrete - i.e. upon the particular event 

of the exodus fl'0ID :Egypt. And they accounted f'or this spec1f1.c event 

in tel'IIIS of peculiarly unique deeds around which one cou1.d hardly build 

an all enccmpe.asing theory or redemption: 

R. Akiba said in a discourse - Israel vas redeeaecl tram 
Egypt on account of' the righteous WClllen of' that genera­
tion. What did they dot When tbey vent to draw vat.er, 
God deposited sma.1.1 f'ish in their pitchers, with the re­
sult that they f'ound them filled - half' vitb vater, and 
half' with fish. They brought these f'iab to their hus­
bands wham they vould i"eed, vasb, anoint With oil, and 
gi ~ to drink. And they eobaaiteQ with them between the 
mounds in the fields. {In spite of' Pbaroh's decrees) 
Because they la:y between the mounds, Israel merited the 
plunder of :Egypt. (24) 

In addition, our rabbis taught tba,t not a single Hebrew cbensi,d his 

name or his language ( in marked contrast to ~ -.Jori ty of Bgyptiall 

Jew during the rabbinic period). And they ref'ra1ned f'rc:111 acts of in­

cest and slander. {25) 

We :taw spoken thus tar of haw t.heoret1.cal queatiou Vbich cow.d 

ha-.e been poaed outri.glrtq b;r our rabbi.a, and~ ill an abatnct1 

aptematic '1111¥, wre inatead pem:ltted to 1W1n +4w+f81Cl vlthill tbe 
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context at ccmcret.e ill11Btrat1ve aitu&ticma, and were answre4 1a a 

JDOBt DOD•Qllt,elllltic, 111DiaT.lllably ccmcrete ~. Ve cDU14 - up 1ib1a 

characterietic at rabb1111c· thought by NY'1IIS -. oralld.c tMnJr:1•, 

unl1te acieDtiftc tb1Dldng, does not aubordlmte the ieaacrete w tm 

conceptual. i'bla principle points tallllrd the ditterllag ~ :lil 1llld.c:b 

tbe scientist and our rabbis account tor obeened pec1Llllar1t1ea 1n the 

world. WbUe science poatulatea abstract, univeraal :lava vhich account :!" 

for all that occurs, our rabbis pret'erred concrete ae·tiologlcal. ■tar­

ies, acae of thell etymlogical, which evoke an emotia-1 respanae 1n 

tbe listener. Por example, there was nothing un-scie111tU1c 1n the 

observation ot our rabbiB that t.he serpent~ be ~lld. slipping 

through tbe grass alc:mg :fences. But tbe:ir aetiological expluation 

for this .''pecul.1ar1 ty" vas not in keeping w1 th the me11.hod ot science. 

The serpent, t.lley said, is found among fences because a serpent once 

caused Eve to sin, thereby mk:ing a breach in the "mo1:-al fence" ot the 

wor:i.d. Why does the serpent kill with a poisonous biteT Since be vu 

the first to make a breach 1n the world's i'ence, he mus became tbe exe­

cutioner of all who make breaches in f'ences - i.e. vbc» nolate rabbin­

ical lav vbicb is a "fence" around the Torah. (26) 

The ugl1ne■a. of the sons or Ham is accOU11ted for by tbe incident 

where Baa views the nakedneas of his father, and telle1 of vmt be has 

seeaa. As a punishment tor this, God decreed that his children wre to 

be disfigured. (27) Here we see an umiatakable morallatic intention, 

over and above our rabbis• interest in accounting for the peculiar ap­

pearance of lJ8m • s deacendents. Why is 1 t that fingers have such an un­

ua\Bl peg-like aha.pet 9ie reason is so that 1f' a 111111 bears an unranJy-

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I I 
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remark, he can plug \U> his ears with his fingers! (281) '!he strallge 

effect of vine upon men is accoun&ed for by an 1n-ventefl tale vtdch 

tells hov Satan 1rrie,,.ted Bosh's Vineyard with the blood of a sheep, 

a lion, a m, and a monkey. And that is why bef'ore a mn clrinu, be 

is as b&ml.esa as a lamb. A 11 ttle wine, and he bec011ea strong aa a 

lion. A littl.e more and be wallows in his own mess lime a pig. n­

nal.ly, he akes a caaplete monkey of b1maelf! (29) 

Wey was Nimrod a rebellious persont Our iubis point to tbe •-

mology of his name - Nimrod • 1 ") N . Other St.r&l[18e and \U11que 

names were accounted :tor in tems of specific, concret., ewnta Which 

were said to have occurred in the lives of these peopl.-:t. Once, tbe 

Holy One, blessed be He, RESCUED r,, . G ~ a ( '' Ia f,c ) 
from transgression by setting a svord between him and Hicha.l - Vho bad 

not yet been properly divorced from David. ( 30) ,NahUlll o:t a..zu was so 

named becauae vbat ever befell him, he would declare this also ( Ii P l ) 

1s f'or the best. (31) As for~ 'rorto (son of the ccnr), be had con­

verted to Judaism when he noticed that a caw whi,ch he l:lad purchased rram 

a Jew refused to vork on the Sabbath. (32) ~ is Ell.aha called "the 

man of Ving&"t Because the Roman government once proclaimed a decree 

against Idael. that whosoever put on tefillin ~ould have his bra1Da 

pierced through. St ill Elisha put on tefillin and vent, out into the 

streets. When a Raman otticial saw him, Elisha fled and was pursued • 

. As be vaa overtaJaen, Bliaba removed the tefillin f'ran hie head, and 

held tbem in his band. What is that 1n )'OUr bandt - the otticer d nd­

ed. The wings o:t a dove, Elisha replied. Be stretched out bis hand and 

indeed 'they 11ere the wings of a dove. Therefore, be is called BJ:Sal:aa, 



l2 

the nan ot vinga. (33) 

Aetiological explanationa appear to be a,re ... w 1n tbe later 

m1drub11a. There ve learn that the mae Ur (fire)-. cleriwd f'l"Ca a 

miraculous incident Vhich occurred there. Abmbaa ,.. hurlec! (actu&Uy 

catapulted:) into a fire by Jlimrod. And tat fire tmned into a beau­

tUul garden. As tor one ot Ba1111n •a ten acma, IC, Jl ') J e 1 & (inter­

preter ot tbe laY), be vu so named becaulle Ahaauerua C'Oll!Pnded b1a to 

read f1'QI the book ot Cbronicl.es, but be preferred to recount tbe deeda 

of Mordec:ai. ( 35) Om- rabbis accounted tor the mme ot Joahm bell Bun 

( acm ot a fish) by tel.11ng ot a particular e"9\!!lt in hie llf'e Vhich calla 

to mind both t.he Oedipus and the JOD&h stories. It seems that Joshm'a 

tatlier dreeaed that Joshua vould cut ott his ~tber'a bead, and mrry 

his motber. Subsequently, the ~ther sent his boy pack1ng. But a fish 

came to Joshua's rescue, and be did surviw: to lllUl'der his ~tber. And 

he almoet married his aotber! (36) 

'the pbe-ncnenon of personification reveals another form which was 

taken by tbe rabbinic tendency ton.rd coneretization. While pereoni:t1-

cationa are not characteristic ot organic tbjnldng, they are eape~ 

ab'andant -in Greek philosophy. And as a result ot Greek 1nt'l.uence, person•• 

itications are found throughout the rabbinic vritinp ot the •11en1atic 

period. For instance, in the book ot Eac!ru, the abatract idea ot l&lut 

is made concrete ( viaibl.e) by the personification ot Zion aa a cM l dJ 1 w 

vidov. Such abstractions aa •the viadc:a ot Goel• am •tbe worc1· ot God'' 

are peracm:Uied in tbe book ot 'fbe Viadcn ot Sol.cam, and thereby gi"9e!l 

a concrete dDension. (37) In the 108011 ot Phi.lo, am_ 1n hi• two attri­

butei ~ Justi• and .,rcy, ve have further instances ot penoniticationa 



influenced by Greek phi J osopey. ( 38) 

Laetly, ve mention tboee m1drash1m vhich persODU'y (and tbe.reby 

to a limited atent concretize) such abstractions u Softi:bileDt (per­

sonified as "Prince ot the world" and "Princes ot the nat1ans•) (39), 

Torah (40), Repentance (41), Lo~, Truth, RigbteousneH and Peace (42), 

Justice and Mercy (43), and the Evil Inclination (personified as Satan) 

( 44). In a sense, all such personitications ray be unl!erstood aa plain 

and simple metaphor. But there is more involved here. For 11" it is 

difficult to determine the degree ot person1tication 1n PhUo's logos, 

how much the more so v1 th respect to the tvo D1 vine attri~s, and 

Satan or the rabbisl 

Anvi.her .1.·urm in Y.ll..l.cn t>t=£·1iuD.J.u.cai.~una. &PPt=&,r .Lil ,;be agsiaoaa 1a 1D 

tbe identif'icstian (an age old tenddey) at parts of the human body vitb 

non-human eleme.nts 1n nature. In this second f'o1:11 or pers0Dif'icat1on, 

ve recognize an umiatakable hovet1,.Dg betveen serious belier and playhl 

met:..phoric expression. 

lled1.llewl. th1~, aaag t2lla 8 111• Qaaa, ceUet attenticm to 

a\lCh obfl.ola fl&m'e8 of speech u •919 of tlle eartJa• ad.__. of tlle 

earth•, 1D order to claautrate that 1lb8ll it,._ each a;pNNiOM, tlle 

Tonia apeeb 1D tbe ,,,..,.. af -• 111dda 1a to .._,. - tlle Tonda qeela 

1n .-tapbnrll. It ,.. obffOIIII to t1aa uat nm rwmw to pu1:a of 

the eartla 1D tera of tlle 1111mm ~ wre not to be talDln 11~. 

•or 4o w ffDl11JI tbe 1lbole oft.be ApJaJjba ad, m■Dna to._, 1ll 

ti» w:1ent Jld]ftflvJI•'~ writSDp, _,,_. 11bo ~ 1illNe ..... -­

icma lita'alli• Bllt 8111:11 ia not tbe ceN wltll ta as 1¢ • .._ ... 

upz•.S.-- an 1all8D litarallT: 



i I t i t I - ;; -. . 
0 8 ft ~ t ~ 

. J II. ( 11 . ft f . ff I I u if ►1 i ~1 tl •. 

,~,!~!f!ff lJtil!!!f t 1 :1~rt11 K ~;,::!!!l 
-. • PJQ •PPJ •• .- • i, ~'::,rfi 

I ~!~, ~'1r~ !~1,i Ilg ii·• i~r . l t,lt;f, 
f I f. I~ · fl ff f~ .. ir[f.. · ! i l ii(~~I i t1141d r~ 

I 
2 f I "'1riftNftt) ··rhi•,t'1 ! ! -, 1!1 ~ 1!1,!!~J,1 

- • )it rJ'"' ft! ir'f a !l #I i ii - -if1ff i 'i;i'Et i . Hii~. 

i ~ ' rl f s: 1- ~ .. - ~ 
f • i -- ' - !I: ~I ' ' ~- ~ 
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pb1Joec,pbff ...-.unateci Id.a th1nJdng tot.be IM r:, (ab-

801~ fthaing to CON1der tbe poaaSldliti7 ot tnt.b 11111.ch cuaLN­

dicted experience), our rabbi.a pw f'ull expiea.d.cm to tbe mrtllrapo­

centric 1JIPJ).ae - f":1ncJ1ng •our "brothen• e'fUJldlere 1n w-!naen mwre, 

tbereb7 4rav1Dg tbe DOll-1:aaul world cloaer to ttaulwa, -.patldz:tng 

vith and ccaprehencHng thia varl4. 
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·PART II 

m• nu.DG D 0~ DSTAD.S 



Bl Jl'Dllm Dr R!JlftAD S 

Botla oar n»a, aDll ¥'Sem b1bl1cel aclloJan nu ill detail.a cca­

cermDI 1llld.c1a Serlpture 1a dl.ent. Bot.la are 1llterene4 ill 

tbe autborll at t.- wr1oaa 'b1blical 40C' ta, 1D 1c1mlt1f71llg ---ow 

penoaa 111 tbe teat, aDll 11P lbeM1nc 11allt apm certa1D 1nc1denta ill 1i1llt 

Bible 11bich ... to ncp.1ft eJuant1aD. BoRwr, 1i1lere are two cU.a­

UDct 41tterencea betwlll t.he aetbod -.loJed by tbe ~ ld.b­

lical scholar u4 the •t.bocl at oar nblda. (1) Vh1l.e oar rub1a cU4 

not queatian 1.ntcmaat101l a.J.reeq cont.a1Dl4 ill Scripture, t.he 'b1blicel 

•cboJv c1oN DOt bN1tate to cut doet upan _., c1atea, aDll --.U. 

vhich are tOUDd 1.n the biblical. text. (2) Am 1lbile oar rablda prod.de 

ad41.tiaaal 1.ntamatian wit.bout~ Jats1'11DI tbe1r cailtr1.bat1GII 

to the trw!ltian, tbe b1bllcal ••r1ar 4oN feel obUp+.ecl to _..taaU.te 

hia flncJ1Dl8 - albeit vit.h proof• vhich are fNqlalmtJ.y ratmr t.em•-w. 

!he cU.ac:ua1oa 1lb1ch toll.on vUl rewal ta :'mgt»tlw 1"'1 ill 

vh1ch our nbb1a lldde4 (a) --■, (b) u.n, (c) IID4 ewnta to tbe ldbli­

cal tra41tian - tbereb7 gi~ unen to olm.oua quNtiona ra1ae4 b7 t.­

text, aDII, at the aw tme, CN&ting aot1aaally aoY1Ds :1mp:s ot ldb­

lical penaaalltiea anll ewata. 



!Ila aldliv ot 1illll talk t.o ~ WIIIOJd.v s. mrw.sa a. -

tail.me of 1ibe m.bla to lllWll tbe 1W of 111a rnwt; ... W 1--' 

to tetcll a vlte tar Iaac, (1) er Qe - of 1illa 11s-.-a•:te - ._ 

80D w ~ rnlw4 b,J B!1cN , (2) • ..,......_i.w, ..,. ia 

a oerta1.a talk aur1oe1v, ... 1.t ¥San I I ... tide .. .iw.r 

rewela w ot peaple 11114 pl.ee1■, ~ ...._ ..- uva-ldllll­

cal 11t.eratme 11114 tnml&U.. ot Scr1.ptm,t tar Id.a ill'an H•~ (3) 

hrt.ller nwlatiaaa at a e1e1Jer aat.N an i-aa1 Sa 1illa ftrllt !!-l@l 

Uieur ( 4) aDI 1illa ~W:11 at1i.rillatel to lld.lo. 15) 

.,_wr, Cllr1odv ill 1.teel.1' w t.o .-S.• 1Ja1.tec1 ftRlu. 111 1ille 

vbole ot 1illa a..u-a. t.be ~ w 11W ve ._. at •• 

IIOt:ber ~), llllilD'• mtller (alao aa1ibl&1), Dafl.4'• IIOtber <•1.s­
beth), wl t.be at.Im' ot 8 am (ZleJpnrdtll), 11114 Jd.a • .s.ter (llulvaa). 

And eWD blll"e, tbe 111•■- ~ar tlda addlt.taaeJ satomatica ._. mt 1:llat 

it 1IU giwa to •t1at.r ta peap1e •• nr1o111.v - l,llt Sa -- • ~tic 

N«Nld ~! (6) 

____ tllaae ld4Zllaldll ldd.ch arigSll&ted witlda tbe ocawa. of_-!__•_•_' ------i--­

N1'm rewal - v1.th 1ibe intent of IINNS ... tba ~ ----• 

ot ~ - 1..e. ill-1.fl.1111 1i1111a ~ Sa Qe -.. Jar •-

a■IP1e, Li:,t •• wUe ao tmDe4 into a p1 Uer ot ■alt 1a glwa tbe - -

Bclith. (7) 



l 

2l 

.. i11iliii a, !11111 

llcal ewnte, ail4 fl9II tlle occeaim at tlle "'"...oe1111 ot 1.aca1at..i twr■ 11 

1n tlle ten. ., '1111ag 1a t &WILl 6na1.la, oar nllll&a wre a1a1a to 

intelpret. ail to e1azU'7, norS.ea 111 tbll w.. Scat a~ tlldr .u.u.om 

appear to be e1wpq - a:tew1m ot tlle 'b1lallcal mrnitlw svla. ~ 

.. tbe atbla t.a1la .. tat ~-- - tarty ,_.. old ... Ille tOlk .. 

vtr. llebelab• (8); eo oar nlllda aMacl tlle .... at 1-tstz► (.._ 11U 1a. 

,-n o14), (9) Jacob (llia ,_. a) (10), IIDll Ilda (a•·-~, ....... 
ae 414n't look a tQ owr D!) (11) at tile 1.1a at tlla1z' ~­

.,._ Balaam1.taal fa ... ot.,._ (be-. 80,-wcll.4) (12) aa 

...... -- ... 1Mllt oat to Ida peop1a•: 
. . 

·-~a14- ...... ......_.,...cll4tlll■D. 9IIIJ 
( t.be two Bebl'6n vbo are •tz'ul&11ng tapt11e]r-) _. to 
Ida • 1'011 an mt ,-t n.t 1IO be a ~ al Jnt,lar _. 
ua, tor c:mJ.y a an ot torty PQ■■•••-■ Ml wllller■YDI• 
!Ilg. a. Jleheela -.,. • .... -.. ~-- ,-iN Gl.cl, al 
tllq a14 to Ida - l'OG are certa1D.q a an, llNt not fit 
11o be a n1ar' IIDll J1111at owr •• (13) 

Part.Mr e• 1i:• at oar l"'IMrl,.. wwrwt; ill..- , .... at ldJaJtaal 

P81'.,...J1+.1.N w11ila nterace t.o ce laia eNllta Sa talr llwa 1m?at■ 

t1ae t1JJ1PC ill ot •• ... at t11e u.. ._ be fllrn MlmrwdeSrt 

Jda ~: 

a.Atta..Uia1ilae-atLF 1M•Mnlllla­
tbree 78U'8 o14 .. - ...,,,, .. ..., Ida Creatar • .-r.-• •••--~ a11;..-1.a-.-■--
• ...... ·--~- .,. it - ........ 

traa tie ;po1Dt af ~1- ....ic.1, ----rn, w 81t t.111- e...,. 112 (~,.Yi) ). 111- au 
tbe clap ot aiu■- 1lllil'9 115 ,..., • ..,_ tllin 



.... ~.._,_.o14.._ • ......,.,...{1 
A1iAUI • ev) bl.a creat.ar~ (1-.) 

An4 w are ewn to14 tba exact a,_-ec ot J'Nr8 that Bablb 11w4 a lUe 

UlDe ta .a.zn bS.blJcal ..,,.,.. OUl" ·nblda ~,..,, .... 11114 wn 

1Dt.eratecl 1D ...... ,. U&ht upa ... nlat1aaalllp bets - ldncrloal. 

eftllta ulll tbe }1&1'1ii1.calar 't1ae at tbe1r OCCurreDC&. J111t m)1)gp tba 

acboJar ot tbe Blble• our lllbb1s 414 DOt bue 1ibe1r conchadaaa mi 

vbat HlOIA1U' alitat baw been tbe cue. Vith $ bc::hed 418-~ 

1n tbe ~V ot tbelr ~. tbly proceeW to ftll 1n 

detail.a caacemiDg tba t C anl upect at b~cal eWDta 1D ACb a . 
~ u to cl1rect our att.entica towr4 tNtba 'llbich are t1.-1--

B'fttll tsboup it S.. b1.,,,y JaerObable that a aawre aan 1'allJ4 aeek-

~ toll.ov Ilia father to his an -=r1f1.ce, •~ 1.-c .. NS4 

to be 37 ,-ra old ,._ b1a tat.lier took Ida to llorlall. (1.6) _. Sar-

ah ,... 90 at tba t1a ot Iauc •• ld.rth• (17) 8114 "a hlatn4 u4 tum~­

■e'ftll wre ta ,-ra at tbe lite at S&nla", (18) eo t.bat b7 wSpSnc 

law a - at J1 at llor1all, our rabbis eewbl1eh a tn41Uan tbat 

Sarllb '• cleat11 Wleil 1ll cl.ON t L Cal pramd.V to 1iM ewat at 1ibe 

.&)e,leb- Ille t1M]NS tnt.11 to 1lld.cll tMy ,oima4 U tllat it 1a J10t .. 

nature at a ao1illllr to eDl1U:N eWD 1ibe .,_,., ot hm- am beSJla aemUtoe4 

Ii 
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- t.lla • it 1a ¥++-b.la tat a.a..,,,__.. 1111111114 .... an 
ld8 .,.. r.. • al4 .... , Sa PN!'erwe to au t.11a ,ams ,.,,. 11111» 

eD1iencl ~ NllllQ ccat.eR, attll oar 1U1d.a ft.a t.1ae JW11ft of ...... , 

at 1ille U.. of t.lda nmt, at a ripe al4 n_.. 1P1uU 

•• ~ all111 +e4 :ID tile - of .. l'llbld.a - 11111 ~ 
OM, blu■■ll be ., WIiled ~ "!baa cU4R law 
- faiilm''• --. -.a 75 ,-n Gl4; "7 tlliJ J.Ue, t.11a 
rea, n r -.. I 1d.U ra1- • trca 1ibN a1a11 be 75 ,-n 
Q)4.. MIii We 1a .. wleal Wl.1111 of ........ at4-
inl •one• tor 1:be wor4 1tNU. (19) 

!!au oar rabid.a 1Jtten1ad to preclme t.lae posdMJ1ty tlat •tar 

,_. 1:be tne ot g1r1 1llbo woald ,-~ CC4-t.e with ot.ber cautest­

anta tor tlle k1DI'• ta'fOl", vSJUngly •1cw1nc ber '91.rtae• 1D tlle proc­

•••· kt.lier do t1lq prefer to e■lf,eet•e a pennn1•J truth - tat n­

erytld.D& 1a cletemine4 by bla-..m. AD4 the ll0q cm., 'blnN4 be Be, 1t 

Be ao villa lt, ca 1ncJ1ne t1la bNrt of a lcbt& ewa W a Wllallll 

vho --- left 1M bloaa of ber JOQt.11 tar beMnd bar. 

Jut - tlle .U.t.an of tale lM,ok of ...,_ n.4 tlle a I dOII ... 

on 11b1.ch cert&1D Paa1aa wre t--14 o■e4, ao oar .... ula4 1111ml waa lt 

that DaTS.4 uttered tlle wne in PNla ll9 "9-1 wor4 la a lap ato -, 
r • 

feet, u4 a 11.pt mto s:, pat.la.• (20) ftelr wwr wa tlat Dnl4 
. . 

ec-cr:aeil Wa mw -.a la pzep■IN4 tio_ ene-11 ._ wlley of ..,,, to 

clo battle wlt.111:ba Pldllatinea, ·-- he wa1.4 DOt ~ upa '1d.a wa­

ture 1llltil hit bad caanltecl the UrSa eD4 1:be,,.. 1>1- .(21) Ill aca-

rra.tiDs a11ch an ~ OODJeetme, w w cmoe ■-in tlat prolt­

a'blllty ~ DO part in the caaclalCJN 1fldcll oar rub1a rea,t II aca­

eenwas t111a piartS.clllar ldblie&l wne. Ia llll1pSng wlt.11 tM1r t lney 

to.r.1 CGDCNtlsatiaD, tllq Wft ~ PDtl--4 by & a.dre to 

fin4 Sa Serl.,_.. a llld.tMJa ooceeiaa fw 1llnncUca - tlle .,.,..1• ill 

.. 



tlda -- '91 ... tlle, w it,._ !anlel'a'ldli6 .. ..-- far~. A 

wret.e dtatS.ml ACla M t.ld.a 1i 1llile4 l,y GIil' ~ to ft'PI al ·a-,_,_ 
enn1~ U'ldill 1B Ianel - t1at it Urie people WIit to JrOQ8I' 1a tbe1r 

11Dderta1wip, 1-7 alilt mt loN taae1a YltJa Go4, 1.e. Yltll tr. ~ 

,.._ ta a. vm,1 or aoa. 

G1wn 1lle 1Btelrto1ca at oar rab1d.a to _. w ot ld1'l.1c,aJ wn■■ 

1D tlda ~, w ahaaldn't 'be nrp:r1N4 to t1Jlll u.t, ca occadaa, 1illelr 

fildng of ts- an4 CGDlitlmi ae1la■.1.l7 CGlll1zw41ct■ Scripture. '!be 

nne: "9dDe O Lard 1a ta -dDU.eat.icm, oara 1• ta '••usv:• (22) 
I ·: 

( '411c:ll 1il the KIile 1a f'oal 1n t1le canat ot a pziyW lltm:94 1-, 

Dlmiel) .. ■a14 'to law beell ■palaD 1'7 ptnma oliller .._ DNdel • 

a qalw cUttezertt occaa1clll: 

a. ,,..._ b. JIA1J•1 ■a14 - 1118a -n•ab• ldpbrl, u4 
~ ~ -■-tbecl fl'Ca tbt Heii ~, all 
tliimiiitlcm■ ot tbe warl.4 cae u4 aote 1jba ,.- 1ile1r 
race■ -,,...: "fc,g '!W a Qo4 ACla M tld.a, m4 JIit 
Joa warabip aa saae: T O!atel.7 tbe t.llrN or t11a 
eaat....a • '!ldllle O Lani 1a 'f1Dll•t1m, am' lot t1d:a 
- 1■ ab t.e,lpe■1. (23) . 

'Ille \ali.wr■al ~ at pqa1a to 'be l.o.,al to a pl ldlo Ilea 

not iet clea0utrat.ecl Ida p,wr to tllla 1a a t.bae vld.dl n,aata 1uel1' 

tbmnpovt •ftl7 pnen,t1m ill I!l'M] • 119ft our rabbi■ haw 1'1D4 t.be 

occu1cm at a part.icular ftrN 1n kl"1ptm'e 1D nc1a a 1"'Y • to ft""'IB nl 

W.. pere--•1.J. -,.ct ot ll■Wl •tun • ewn -.. ao tar • w 1pcllN 

• bilalleat canatat or 1:11e wrae s. tlldr ...i. to .a.a ua,at. ,.. • 

t.1w 11111cla 1a t1_,,.•• !laa, 1lldla tbe bDlleal ■elao.lv 1a eoMll'Dld 

vith cliaccnerSJN& a DBCeeMrJ ~ bet ID & part1nllir JJIP .. ill 

Scripture -■4 1i11e ad.qua c1re..-tanee■ 1IDller vld.dl ~ Pl ... wa caa• 

PGNCl, oar ra~ ...... at
0

1illll M.bllcel 1-zt to toca oar~. 



., 

not..- ._ WPI d'lalltloD wh1c1a ~ 1Mp1a4 ta~ tmtt, 1'llt 

upan a al~ 1lld.ela ni,aata 1-.U Sa_. 111111 9Wl'7 Jdallll'lml ,... 

1o4. 

!be1r 111tSate ..... "111111111.. t,o ,_,_ __ ._ m.b1a Sa 

belp1ng u to oaa 1lo 1iema wltll per lel ■ltaU.. 1111111 ...-SW 

1'111et& eaahuut • 1D GR cla11y llwe. ~ 

1-1 w.y ot lta tsmf I CJ to ID'-'PNt ewn etagle 1111R"4■ 111 BadptaN, 

the lli4raa eJeb-.... upGII Oel~ 'b11111oal eMl'ta e: ll'ldllg 1111:lch tlle 

Apocrnbal u4 lielem■Uc llt.erature 1■ ■11811t. ~ ..,,.,., ta. Agtdtc 

aiclruh f'1l1a 1n nch detaUs ot 8o4ca '• de■tructlon u tbe ■1m 1lld.ala 

broupt MOUt 1ill1■ catut.rcpae: 

.. Bl - r, SODCll 11181 V MD_zsfl;-■[I _•ms 40IDlff 
'Ill UIID - iir'MUHI-. 91-., --~ 1lo w1a oUm-. 
gw 1n a.iu1te17. MKDBr !'Bl UR> reter■ to 14ol.­
•"7• llb1la D• Md.NP:t rer.. to bJ.ooklle" ; (~) 

Vldle the ld.l,llcal wzt infolM a ta.~ fbanab'■ bat1.ez' ul '1ian" 

•• cert taaetr -.t-er, (25) lt l■ onq 1D u. llldrull t.ll&'t tlle ,ne1N 
-

DaWl'e of tbeir oft'we 1a ..-.-...,..-ul 

91a lleltbla ■-14 - A ~ ,.. tOIIIII ill t.lle plat pre-
perecl by the butler, ad & pel»ble in 1ibe bum''■ COD• 
recUan. Bence 1t at.ate■ taat t11 IUIUll r, m am 
AID BIB Ullll SUNG• JIJa,tf" BIDt UIID • . Vld.cb 1■ . to 
Mr - tlla7 ~ Sia 111ar.~- to tlmr kll,l. 
a. Ablata.r ■1114: in., td■bed to NCtme • Jdas'• 
, ..... twr. (26) .. 

Ia tlle .-i. • reed that an earlier flanlllla bad. 1alDIII anbla'• 

vUe into lab .... , amt WU llft11eW "1t.la pen p•b9 ■ '•~••-- of 

tbi■ deecl. (2T) rm, - ., ... ..u. oL 1111n•· .. pe1-4 t., - --



to t1l1'D t.o tlla atdree1u 

a. •1-m It. G Uel NW - a Gl4 a1D ~ 1lltll 
lNdl.a an• 111 S.,iiwr:la. SaU 11a to•: -.... an 
a wr1et1e11 ot lM)Ua, .. , oat or an_.., ... ~ 
am.-cm1llllella,....bu•~eft"Nl;1alll-
pu!. ADI tllerawltb ,,_. t.1111 wlca4 Plaiaala altta- (~) 

~ Sarah'■ treataent ot Blp.r, tille Mb1a' rewala ~ "tat 

"Sarah 4eal.t ~ 1ll1ih ~-- (29) "1at 1111n· wa 1illil ~....,. 

ot th1a "tna-.at•, tllat Jllalr' .. fGrN4 to n.. rrca 8anll u a re-
• • I 

nlt ot itt llere ap1Jl • ld4rull fUla 1n • a.taSla ot tld.a ewat: 

R. Alla aat4 - 8uah renn1De4 blr frca o,hM+.a­
~. •• ~ A14 - SIie .,..., blr tw wltla 
• .u._... •· Bnek1ah llld411ltbe-ota. a.a­
DI baae ber carry lier •tar 'bllcD1ia 11114 bath WWl ■ 
t.o the llatbl. (nclr· lllbor .. - waft ot ■law. -a 
--· t11e cUpi- ot Jraau") (30) 

Ollr ..... 414 DOt ... ccmclmton■ ■Ilda u -.. .- aa1;aa1 cla1ia 

wbic!a tlle7 c11aaawn4, ar .--.- neeanebl• con,Jecture NN4 ..- 1illa 

■cant llltom&Ua giwn Sil 1ille 1iut. 8atlm' 4H t.111,;J ..a to ftl7 .-

·attrilaute Nllanar to a b1lal.ical per■oml1- 1lb1ch ■■ I t.o tmlll ellar­

acterlatic ot tll&t pa.rUClllar JdDl1 or pil'8GII• -a. 1illil ~ el~ 

at.ea 11PQD the att at ot ~•• vU'e to ■ei..,. JQNJII, r-w: U• 
thet t.llS • t1uco took~ upm a pablii:t-tlir:~ll&Y.__.. ... ~~_..deil _____ _ ---!..J..--.... 

be!aanor cm teat1..i.. •1111 tn4C&l ot 1ilda ■art ot ---. ~ 1illil 

Greco-BQall -,.r1otJ 

• • 
hi■ tiel.48, laffll8 it tar GIii' N111,1■ to !mlfw aat it .. about Rlltll 

vhic!a attneted Ida: 

AU e. olibel' ..-..-i clam to aa1ilm' ._.. ot can, 
1Nt ■be aita -4 p1ilm'a• All 111a otllar' ._ Id.tell 
ap tbe1r ■ltlrta, u1 ■be 1111eJe 1m'8 clom. All tlle 



I 

ou.r __ Jaet 1'1111-. reap81'1l, llb1la • 1a n111fii14 • 
.._ . .,_ ... llow attnctiw lt'll1la .. , alll1 p aalaat 1m' 
•"U••• ba N1111D to ~ C0DCendJtg i.r - .... W-
m, D 1111ST (31) , . 

A Rcail post,.. edt1ldU.S w.. wq - 1wis1:wt1.w ._...iunv to 

acta v!d.cll clanct,,erise JU'ticlllar tne• of people 1lbm be c1NcrDe4 

boV Lucretia took QeC1•1 oare DOt to hll 1D • a:i•nl7 p,aitlaD ~ 

■he atabbe&l beraelt". (32) hat u tld.a vrlter w1ahe4 to re-.-1. tbat bare 

w.a 1iM tne of __. wbo COQ)4 D0t be •Tirtw-except UDMr 41&reu, 80 

too cl1cl our ruld.a v1ah to bear Vltaeu to tbe ill'agr1~ of ltut.h - tbat 

abe vu an yuet dlcgeal.1 aid t.bat her ill~ Wlm"C1 Beas were 1ltlal-

1-Y bcmorul.e. 

!'beft are 1-teMea 1D the IIIPfteb ~ •c11aracter1■t1.c act■" an 

tranaterred traa Glllt ldl,ljcal hero to uotber. !be retuAl of Sbadracla, 

lleabach, u4 AbecJMF to boll c1ollli before a aolden 1alp 1■ a act 'llhicb 

our rabbla trautenecl to Almlhla.· LUii tbeN three, Abrahla 1• con­

deanecl to burD1Dg CID accoant of h1a loyal.1.T to Goel, aa4 cbaracteriat1c­

~ he 1■ ~ •we!. (33) Die ll14ruh cSe■cr1bu the' f'aJ] 1ng 

out of Jacob u4 .._ 1D a ~ 1lla1ch paral.lela tlae bibllcal. dNcriptiOD 

of t.Jae rupQln beta ID CaiD ud A!tl• (~). 9-t arit 

vb1ch Oo4 parted the Jorau betare Iffllel i■ ~erred to Jacob: 

Vbma Jacob t'l.ed trm h1a tatlaer'• boaae, be c:arr1ecl vith 
h1a maq h1a wJk1ng ~ - ccae tib8II ..a. .. ,._t .._, 
- v1dlla4, 41.4 to Jacob. ... ....,, be ■-_tllat Jacob 
VU ellPtJ' bee'e!, be took DO plti7 UJIIGll lda. Bat.lier .414 
he ■-1' - lluel • aJIN4 of lda an tlae road ..a tbere 1■ 
110 '111.7 tor Ida to pt by •• 80 I vill klll Ida. ,lacab 
vu ~ of Ida plu, - be ... to the ~ ODe, 
ltlnlled be .. , for hel.p. !b8D Goel pertonlllCl a ldracle tor 
h1a. .. ben'ed .Jacob the ■tatt, aD4 vlth it be c11Ylda4 ta 
Ja&UD befGN Ida a4 lie Cl'OU8C1 owr - le&"fills .._ w.1.t­
lag OD t.- l"Oll4. (35) 



In t1111 9: •II ~ aar :alt 1• ,,.,_, _.. Cl~SJIS to ilia -. .. \ 

before he 41e4, w __. edloee ar DinS4 •• lttab' WS.tll •w o ,,_~ 
And ..... IINr ,e ta 1ftm1■ r,r ...... 7011r MIier -
~.,beecl,.1-f-.ataw,w~• 
wltll ..,._ -•• wtre, nar aaMle witli llftdn of 
w kllll4. Par 1-1 I not. 8ND B1lbab ba'tild.D8: 1D a 
CONNI place, I woa14 not llaw f&llm tno tbS. 
great ild.qlllt.J. Par a, aln4, tek1ng 1.D tlle tllOQllllt 
ar ..., w •• nelraelM■■, aarrerea • not. to ■leap, 
mtU I hall vroua,rt tlle ebaetnebJe t.ldng. (~,) 

It -■ ~ ot Dentel'■ "p.:01Mt1C p,1119l'!'• tbat he W 

b!a. 0llr IUld8 IHli8fezN4..,. __._,., pwm' to .tON}III: . . 

ftaraall aat4 - I ctr I ci clrelll •• .sewa con --
11P out or t11e r1wr. ~ a■ lb m4 to Ida - ftlii:t 1■ 
not •t Jail - • Batller wn t.lMr7 ■ewn ■leek 8Dll 
fat con. Jlllancb aa14 1D Ida - !bell ca.. 8"m 
COR I WU am dtlkl~. JOINIJlb ■at4 to Ida • IJ!lat 
is not 1111.t JaQ ..... 1latber wre 1llay Plllllt elll 
tldn. ....... ..s4 w Ida - ... u, NW!D ■-feb at 
cam, fall. am at 80ol qaU.ty. J°"'11b ■-14 to Ida -
!bat is not 1lllat 111111 -··· (3T) 

In ed41t1GD to 1.NuidWirlng ~c act■ f'rm am ~-

cal pereoael 1 v to IIDCltlwr, Olll" nblda teDhd to el ebor"t.e qpan ld.bl.1-

cal. ewnt■ bT ~ 1nfamlltim cca,einbg the n11e· ot tMngs. oar 

rabbia VWN •-~ ~ of, ■tse WN~to~be~: _!fi~Ma~-~tll_MUr::rl~------,f----: 

ture: 

B. ~ N14 - 'Ille ~, tlle Jll'OIIMW, u4 1jllie .._. 
■caet1w ape 1D eu.,,...te4 tera■, fte 'forllb ■po1m 
in e Jlllllrwt.l tellll, U 1a tlla WINI "!Iii! cit.Sea 
are ~t aa4 tort1ft.e4 up to beawn!• ~ FOllbeta 
.. 1D .. & T" .... ~, - ill tlle -~• "!° ~ 
the eartla ■plit open cm accomt at the~ a'4 _tlllll. 
(the rn■■ ot ,..,., ... NJalae4 at the IIIMdJJIUIIS at 
Solmcm) (38) 

And it vu WS.tldn tlle tn41t1m at ■uch .,.._,,..1;1_. 1i11at aar nlt-

bie u. vltb each otber 1D r,111nc 1D t.11e maer at •--•• eldl.4r•u 

,, 



..-~--l IA>_,9119aatar•ma ■i L-­
_, !IF Jll#ffNI& fl US OIIIIRIW-, !low--, are 1D­
c1:katal4 l,y -U. aii.Utale el Jda· alld.HND91 llllt aH • 
!111rt;J. ~ c11ec1, ten 118N Illa&, ..a ten .ware ncla:ecl 
to utta poterQ. Bat t.be rabbi.a aa14 -~ 1ilM> wre 
recl1lcecl to powr'4 m•-1!14 70. 1lldl.e a..l ~- allac 
N14 - In all tmft are tlllD llalrw4 - ~t (39) 

1D SGPt pw 1drtill at • clngle aei1...,.1 

Y011ftlllltllt.t11MDilll'llldvaawl&w&to,.__.Sia 
Ba:nt, Pbano1I c1eClee4 tbat Iaraelitea ..t not 
elapiDtllair .... , 1a ... -11eap...-ra.. 
ccJllabitSDg with ~ otbllr . llbat 414 t.be fsmgbtera 
oftaraelto"t tbqW8Btto-U.ts.ldalllllMtlldr 
apaaaea tbere. After t.llq bad ee.ta 11114 cJruk, wlws 
took 111rrON ml l.colllft ~ t.llla a1mlg 1'11.11 illllir , buabe'"'• · One vif'e sa14 - I • aare beaat11'll1. t.b11n 
,-. 1lar •JUUiie ~ :..- I • ..,. c1a1nlala ._ 
you. AD4 ill W. VIQ' thq voal4 aroaae -.cb otller'• 
c1edft. ADI• tmy vere ~t.hl u4 aalt1pl1ecl, 
t.be ~ ODe, bl.eased be Be, bl.eu1ng tlla VitJl cbU-
clren rt.a,at tbere 11114 then! Oar rilbl»1s sq tllat -
of tllea pw b1rtb to two at • u... Mil tbn'8 are 
tbaae 1ltao aq tllere wre 6banl at cme ts... Ml 
t.here are tboae who i,,q (i()! (Ito) 

Using ,-1-uv~ enge!W.tiecl naure■, oar rallb1a 1'1ll.e4 1n tbe a­

aount ot azma 11'1d.ch tell to tbe Iaraelitea: 

B. 3ai1ab 111,lan. sa14 1D t.be - ot R. S19l• .. It 1s 
recJmnecl tlat a satticimt aouDt ot 11U1D11 tell to 
t.be Ianelltea each dq to teed t.bma tor a per1o4 ot --

In vbat aumer cl1d Ca1D weet his cleat.hf our rabbis tule4 ill tbe 

detaUa ot this ewmt SD accardaDce 111-tbl' the belenb. A rab1d. 1lllo be-

liewcl tbat t.be JJnedrlte Lan d •➔ tbat a amraerer '• pPdal I. be tlle 

ahedd1Dg ot his blood, tmapt tat Cldn •t his c1eath at .. blmlla of 

Leaech. Vh1le ~ rabbi vho .nleratoo4 t.be w;; to be c1eatll _, atnag­

ulat.1.aD tor• 811'dimn", c1•1-4 tlln Cata at Ida c1eatb lo" 4ro tag ta 



.........._____ 

t.11e gnn floocl. (lie) It lffMN 11m 111ie Sld'lW ~ .. ttff SO -ta 

mn prom ee4 ill 1lle •• ,_,, fit -oar 'ftllld9 tlan ill tlle Aa,oei>JII- ar 

BeleDtatie 111'1tilllll. C,.3) 

We baw 1:llaa f'ar QCIDeD of how oar nMd.a 1 ss-u.-. fllllll Sa 

clet.&Ua of•--- Sa t.1le Blllla. We a1N ftli4 tlln ca11■d tty 1ille7 

1•g!DfNI eceDN, 81'1Hete9, IIDl1 1lbD1.e Waaticlu Wlltall law ~ 

no bM1.a 111 ScJ'ipture. Por exmple, they 1LNll'W4 coa•r•U.. llwt S&D 

the anaela, ~, 111111 tbe 9:,~ OIIII, 11111■_1_1! be lie; 'bet SD. la1aa, IIDl1 

Abl'UIII ua Imc ca 1illair -, w 1ft. IIDl1■b; 11114 betssm 9iiaa ail a..-

uerua. An ellt at BOika SMQl~ '• wz rmt, Blleser, rep-

reaente an '•st-~• .fl'Sll1• 111 of c1et.a1la ca&ICID"ldllg tlda c1V -

having DO butii iii Scripture: 

'J.'bne WN har ~ ln JOlaa JW4 "Liar", •AWal, u.ar• 1 

"'Purpi•, am~ ot .Jaftt.ee! • . It • --.•■au.1.t.-
et Ida De10)lor'• ~ 11114 bl:'ld8e4 .. , .111e7'--14-. 
to tlle ha'lba!: "Olw llei·to hta t.bat a1ae a:r becaa preg­
unt far JOII• • 1lov BUefAtr' i111m« to be tbere, IIDl1 lie 
1IU attaclmcl. VbeD ~ Wilt betON tJae Jul)p, tbe latter 
■a1.4: "Giw yo,r attacllarB • he far llti.eMng ,aa." 
Vhere1lpan ntezer took a atcae IIDl1 aote tbe .1Ullp • . Vllat 
1a tbe tag ,air 1111■, - t11e JIIIIII acl a 1. BlSeSlfl' 
repUed: ,.., fee t.bat ~ OR . • , 10Q at/ glft to tllia 
am _, attacla9c1 • • • (i.a.) 

hint ill ser1.-,. 1n oder to ·r.llrlaate liea- 'Bae B1ble 

..,. coacendlg ,.,.,r •• 111at •afGreUae aoa ,.. vltll Ida•. (~5) oar 

rabbia caaclale4, 901a~ - .. llaa1a of .. _,. - •.r.ettat•, t.Jlat 
. . 

Goel ... baw dl•S,,■aa PM□a••· ..a 1ibl7 Sllflldncl cam •*AC 111a na-

8011 tar tide. 9111J V Ind tlldr cawtt.cm'"11~ of a "liwdl7 Sa 1lld.all 

'Pb1neu 1a too jl'Qllll to ., to .,_..,, b~ <• !!! t wta) to IINlol.w Ida 



Jl 

re r .. 

• n 

8_.'•JUUlla--1Da6111-"lom-Mllllalall:N•tlla 

aeek ot JICIIII' ••, (~T) WN 1INil u iili. lama~-• ;111•111111111111~~. 

•tol7 1ii 1lldtlla J.-. ldlla - ,- t.1da wlar ~ a flllfllJalat f//1111a 

pralN 111n .r.llla (111a liai) waa14 Vllalll OWV ... (tlll ft J ..-r 
of IaMlh r-

1111111 os·ta-.r i... -.e, -, .,_., al au .. 
tr1bea WIit to llur7 Iuac. All4 fM1' wre all Sa 111a 
aaw Oil .. IC ,. d"1all al -----• A• Jan .. 

. t;r1ltH atoo4 up ... p&1cl tllell" NQeCta to Jaaob, ... 
allottllal..rttla-- •lataaoalt~• .... . 
allll • ....,_. Nfare tllla. ait - ~ .­lllto-. ._ -,1 •_.,. ..... me,- 1a ._., 1 
ellllll.l ala¥ .Jacob. Bowwr, hllall olltnN4- n-. 
ta'ldas 1iO 11a eaw, 111d 1- -ekJ7 •J,acl 1no 1:lia l 

-- _after Ida, 1Ml"e - foal - ...,. to ala¥ .,..._ .1111111, wl111cat 4 ◄ I , ..... tatl,a, -up_.•~.._ traa _.,,,.,. _, cU.4 •anal.Irr 
Ida h'a Ill traatt Bea•---•• fw •■■ lld 111a 
tece ot .Jalala'• fatber. Md, oat at ~t tor Ida 
,..., J1FIIII al.ff .... ft-...,.,... (ltl) 

Aa tDwl.Wll, aDI ewa • tit; ..,... ftllel, nu 1111 1aJa aa 

WOWll llJ' GIii' ftllibia Uoial die lcrlpmal wrN • '!J SdteJM .. IE1Jls la 

Je,.....i.•. (JJ9) • et,ncJ• WICll'4 1n w.a wrN (--■•) bap1n4 oar za-

______ b=la~ to c:nata ma t.at;rtcat.a J I Pl lR 1lld.$ 89lmm - Sno au.~ ----~:-r--~ 

tst H (kias of 111a I .••~-- aa foroe4 t.o tell • 
Solcww 1lbere ta 8bendr wa t.o • foal ■o tllat 
8olaecw OOlll4 W t•alftcllJAla■ jiONIW SIi '-114• 
1111 Ida ~ ;le) •-- ldtla SoJcwne llldla. tlae ~ I l• 
-■ 1-111s lNU.t. o- -, u 1&1 ea• an alma, 8ola-
.. aaS4 to Ida: ..,., - SIi --~ Jail ....... 
to,, t.o • .....ia•. t 2 C I wallt .. I I 111 -, 
c!Pe1M 11114 pw·• ,wr rilll"- SoJcwne II :old "8 
rbrlM ....... Ida 6-dflllS. f 1 hf ■-JJ u■I 1.t, 
.... ~-wlllSclollll ............ 
o11m- s. * .,, -. .. w 1o,,,.,. a a.taiioe flt 

toar lwllllw4 ..,....... 91m • .at ..i at !d ,:r 
.,. ... --.1a .. -..fill .. ldas• 111'61 

r:.:-.:;r,r~T-~ az=.J.. ,_, 
I -



► 

,. 
U .. tlU"II te 1~ lltera..-. et the ...... h-

then ... ft.a....... tuelaatlea llltb • • ... -• •' 

onelty. hi' ... _ eertata ·11a--- 1llbe •► 

Toured Ida ••; e1. -. u aUT .. 

dlaaer bT Ida wlt• oeuiatlllj et the laearb et tbdr ollU..,_; 

or et Allllenh, _. t.n a te te drlllk •• tile 

alm11 other f'at:llv. ('1) Ina•-• tbe· Clual'ell l'atben aaw 

a •-•r that alloh atorl•• wlll.4 be rN4 parely ter tile par­

~•• ot ,1,111u1nc •• ....... ••• .. rlll4 4ell&bt• aup­

pr••lg hlper. aplrlbal •-ltlT1tl... Altbeacll -·--· 

at.rt• like th•• are laoll;lac la Ua• --41• lltva•re et 

Iarael., .. 4o ftii4 lanano•• ot Jmaaa hr•n aa4 onel.ty -

••ob u the tale et' ae Ten Jlart71"8 -. nre ..-~. 4ea-tll 

by the....... (Jt) aat, tor ae -•t part, ..,. ..... 

4 .. orlpt-1•• are rare la •• u •••r aad .. at.Mt 

tho Heloalatlo literature llhero .. tlnd. tor•••'•• a 

4ota11e4 ~••uni ot Antloobll•'• -Nil••• -•11atlea et 

•n• bntbv• - tb.e •tlr• bloo4y •-utratloa teklnc 

plaoo la the pr•-•• •~ t.bolr .. therl c,,, llbll• it 1• 

11'110 lb.at OU' rebbl• deplot .J••-- lhl'olflLW _Ill. ---.... 

lat• a pit tilled wlt;b ..... aa4 •erp~t•• c,,, tllelr 

lntntlon bore l• oortalnly not a tltlllat~•• ot the•••••• 

11lolr ala ... to lat-■lt>; ••r tender toottnca ot oeao•• 

to~ .Joaeph ... ••r parttolpatl•• l■ Ill• atnloti••• 

On the••• baa4. tt -• poaalbl• tor our rallllla to iaa­

glno a ... .._._. ot tho hip prl•t beleg lulllbled ......... 
' 

betere tile tao• ot a Ge4 •• 4•• notlal• •• 4el.l•• Iler: . ..., 

x, la ntated et a oenala ••••n n_ .. zat ... tll 
-- Patel ••• _that • brl.-4 ·••ed Iler • 



I ..i.- ldllat· Ill t.11e ...._Ilia,- ..... ...- mo n 
ber aa4 took ber out to Nil ber. A cerWa - 11111> 
wa •• e upt.teell~ ~ - al 8lll4 - 8lmlr • lier 
NWQ. • .a61- Pool, 11' Jail WIit to 1Rw lier, .., 
Mr., hr ..... la - crlillu' -~ Sa all -
worl4. .. aa14 to Ida - All tile -, ._ lier to •• 
.. ---- to ta1la - ...,. .... oft Mr, al .. lllr­
•lf ~ att~ t.lae 7tla .. roUacl ill tile a.t, -,illcl 
"8o'f9Nip ot tile Uld.wne, 11' 9IDla llaa IIDI. plv • 
•• _, llut !bola aot at leut plt7 ca t.lae ...UV at 
9-1 ._.,. (S5) 

, 

JI 

loly OIIII, ltlNNCt la .. , pea to 41Mt1C 1-st;lla 111 ..a.r to prut,ccrt 

tbe 4aliP'6n at J....i,a f'rca lmllg clatUecl: 

•• &IMser ulal - Vbat la tbe n1ng at t.lle wne: 
-ne Lori v1ll alte vlt.b. acab t.lae ..a. ot .. 
c1a11111_.. at u.•, 11111!11 1bl7 1IUlll4 att .. s .. t11111a, 
tlle7 vau14 IIOt1ce ,IVV Ql0D rotr of lice craliJlg f'rca 
tllalr lalr aom 1:11e1r :rm:obnal. ·So..,-. .__ 
1-ebJe ud ----1e 111 t.be1r ata,at. Am tortllwlt.b 
tlla71 ■lwl thltl ~ (1)!11e, P •~'itN ). !id.a la 
vbat Ianel .-a$,._ abe m.4: • .. .,. •J9~-, • 
- !be Lor4 ma ca•ed • to be left alaae. (56) 

VJd.cll tbllll 1• tbe world ot oar rabid.a - a war14 ill wldela rill n11a 

1.....,..e;, or a world 111 111d.eh Goa acta to aldeld tille f'l'aa cat-

utrc,Jllet I■ it poa■lbt. that t1leN dJft'erlng IIIP'lotla reriaet ocdlict­

lng penpeeU.we, or pullape .... a:tterlllig Nboola ot ...,,tt 1llere 

1• ao N••• ,_. •ea••• • nit • emelm'ii•, fer tlile CGllfHenee at tlla 

Jw Dnll' 41.cl law aa.,tldDC 11a o • with tllat aort at aiptSal.a 11111ell 

Sl'OIIII Gilt ot cloe:lnc ODN eyea to re&Ut7, aa4 pnt4nd1ng tllat lNtaauae 

Goel 1■ 111111• beawn, all 1• npt vlt.b the world. Jevlab 1.rullt caal4 

beat be dncribed ill w.. WJl D SPl'B ~ • world 1n 1Mc1l the rl&bt­

eoua law to allure 'IIDl"8UOllabl:e ntterlag, w med DOt deQaS,r eltllar 

ot 41~ retl1.butica tort.be viclra4, or ot ul:tSate trlWllib fer tlle 

.,1uat. Ieh•I, u ...... !c tn41.t10D 1lb1cll 1■ able to 1Mllllle IOBI of tile 



abow lepnd•, 1■ • tnlditim ~ Alt.ell tor~ 1ioal'4 tld:a 

•t.ea4fUt talt.11, uld.wr■all.T --- ... people 1dlo .. tn17,-Jta;loa11~ 

In u-1n1ng t.he 1.nwntiw ,._ in 'llbich oar NM>i■ n.u.t SA -, 

ttae■, aD4 cSet;atJ.w at 'b1.blical ewnta - SA particalar tbeir lack at 1119-

itatioa SA creat1.llg entire lea,m48 v!d.ch haw either no bu1■ at all SA 

Scripture, or, at .-■t, a tem10W1 CCIIIDltCt1oa witb WDl'4■ aD4 JmllN• SA 

tbe text - am ~ concl..,_ tat t.he ...... 1■ P'Nf W ent1re1y SA 

the 1mg1Mtiw act. 'Blare will ewn be tboae 1lbc> 1'1n4 in Isnel '• lac­

endary tn41 ticm, caat1ndng proof tor t.he nn at t.he R,.,., 1111c, _. 

the....,.~ a■ poetz'7 - de--4 at Ml'lou SAwat. 

A--tu-Jly, howwr, it 1■ poa■ible to c1et.ect a ■1■-1~ at aerloua­

neu ewn 111 tboae ■14rub1a ldd.cll are unattacbecl to a text, ~ a■ t.he 

Pirke 4e Rabbi Bliner. 7or ewm heft, our rabbi■, in clra1D& oat tat 

vbich,.. caneeal.e4, were not are~ 1ndvJg1ng iJl mrci■e■ at t.he Smc­

inatioa. Ratber,.. tbeir intention a turtber coacretiatim, ail, U' 

one 11i8bt -.y ■o, a fQrtlaer "acti•tim" at t.he Scriptmal ■tariea. Allll 

an ewn ■me ■eriOII■ 1nt.eDt penadN t.he bcw1 Jet.1c 11141'U11. ~, vltll 

all at t.he 4mgSnet1-.. u 1lla1cll t;yp1f:tN tbNe bcw1l1•, lt 

clar11'y, a4 to teach t.he peremdal truth ldd.cll 1■ ee+-e+'ed in Scr1pt-

ure. 
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