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be divided i~to t wo ~~rts . ~ irst , the nat~r~ o~ 

1,! and seco~d t~F ~at~re c f cr~b~ion . I~ 3 nl man's 
/\. 

·r.ork however , ti1e t :,o a r e wo·,er. t c~- '.:her nit!' little 

it ~'..I.st be a.i..! ed. t ::at i :-. s1ite o~ t· i? see:n i n~ ccn-

~ ~si on Zul ~bn ' s conce~t of creati , n is i n no co~flict 
"' 

·.vith Zal man ' s c.:>nce .., tion of the create. ::- . 

~e uc firs ~ l" Onsid.e r t h e m t"1re o f '.}od a s :::.al -

-•n conceived E i m. 1od 1s t~e fo r c e ~iich vi tal izes 

"" ' .P e"'1ti ~e uni~·erse . 't::s ""'ie t hod of 1 is s e1ri:1ating 

: .. :s dtulitj· ,: s ':. ,,.r o:..eh t he n:e;;:1s o f the 11J;ird'', 
~o<! ' o t:.t'"ero.nc-e is t:·,e fo r ~e \-:hi c h :1old s :~e u!l i -

1: t . . ~ Y/o ::c.. ;; R vi : ol i. ty i 3 r e:,oved 

t·,e refore :_· e 'bsi,.. .i.,cwer cf l ife ~nd 7itc1lity i:; to 

be fcu~1 in t:-ie let te::s o f the ..ilJ:,1~ab e t . Z.s.l man ex -

1, resses thi s t·-:.ou[;1 t very i1e enou s l y . ..e 1-,oints to 



he word ''Tnou . ilJ'\}( which we use i YJ r eferring to God . 

~= v:lwt i s : .," ·.vo!'d. cor.":.1, risec!~ 7'.e letter s 

~hich corr.~rise t~e er.ti r e al~habe t and tfle or 

t =~dth *hi ch m~~e s ~ossitle t~e utterb~ce o: thes e 

le~~ers . Thus 7lhen we refer to Jod as TT .II /<- we a re 

i-: -e .. lit:, r efe _•ri'1G to the ·uor cl of .s:-c. which is tae 

basis cf ~11 creat ion. Zal.T.an h~stens to a ssure as 

that this l~ no way i ~~lies & dualisu in JOd ' s n a t -

1 ... re , :or ';od and. ··is 77or <! iS.re one . ::;od me r e l y J:"'an 

ife:;ts "i irrself and ·1 i s 1,,0~1er throug!1 1~i f u:.terance. 

Zalman tells us t hut the -,:orld was created by the 

•. er: ut.te r c:.:ices of , od found in t '1e fi r s t chapter of 

t ~e ~or~~ . ~od "'lo t o~ly uttered the ~o r ds once but 

• ~ey rer~i ~ uttered ~ne ~i ve the ~orld its c on-

: i ::1 ue ci exi s te "'!ce . I:, ho··:ever , t:.ese ut t c r s..'1ces ceased 

:.o ex ist e\n f o r c\lTlOl""ent then tne r esult -.vould be :.hct 

t he ect ire ~ cr1 1 wo uli ce~ne :.o exist . 

~~•e a re t hen to l"', ~h; t all t:1ings which cr.:me in-

to existence f ollowi:1g t he original creation were 

derived :ror. tr-ese orib i nal t~n utterances. This was 

cH' COI':j.lished by met.r.cds of corr,1,u t at i r n and j,,ernut &tio:i . 
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,·'T~us even the i:;tone , by ,, i:-tue cf the fact tr.at it 
., ., 

r~ntains the let te=s { i ~ also cont~ins so~e o~ 

1od ' a essence . ?or these letters ~re derived orig

inally frorr t~e wo=1s of c e a tion . 

Zalman then r a.:.ses tLe -:uestio11 why ci.id "lot. 

~od create all t hi11gs di~ectly ~ror the original 

ten utterances ~nd eli~in3te t~e necer- ·ity for cld

itio"lal c o~binatio"ls a n~ 1er nut ations . He answers 

this question by sayi~g that :he str en~t~ of t~ese 

~tterances ~as too great to be used fo r the puriose 

of creating indivi1u~l objects . ~he st-ength of 

God therefore diminishej itself , or contr ~cted itself 

by 1l~ring itself i~ ne~ l etters anci. combinctions , 

~nd fi~al l y brines into existence the creature or 

thinG uhich is c~l led ~y t~is new combina tion of 

letlers . Zalman eoes on to say , that just as the g r e~t 

er creation of the universe depends on !he continued 

existen:e of the ten ut erances . so the cr eat ion 

of the lesse r crea tures anrl even inanimate things 

depend on the continued existence of the utter ed wo r d . 

God ther efore , mus t r emain in all things , unl ike 
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the creative metr .. ods of man ·,vho c rea tes an object 

and then May de~art fr om it and the object still 

rema ins as crea ted . 

All things , therpfore, 1n small or l &r ge de 

gree contain God ' s es ~ence. =ut if we were able 

t o rerceive this Gor\li;1ess i:1 c r eatur e~ and thinge 

the~ the t an5ibility and conc r etne s~ of the wor l d 

woul d dis ta;,i,ear . In view of t!li s God and :iis vi 

t a li ty remain g r aciously invis~ble so that the wc rld 

mig~t r emain visat le . 

Zalman drPw extens ively on the wor:{ of J~aim-

onides . Eis ,vhole c oncei;t of thP n&ture of God ' s 

knowledge is taken f::.-orn ~-&imonides and Zalman readily 

arlmits the so~rce of hi s ideas , goin~ so far as to 

quote ::aimon irles by name . 

However , the Cabalis t Zalman had one advant8-3e 

over the r ationalis t ::c.imonides . J:a i monides states 

that God is the Know!'. 1':nowe r , a.nd 1-:nowledg·e Eimself , 

that God is a .:perfect un ity whose knowledge is com

J,lete and to whom nothine cc..n be added. But l~c..im

onides mus t ask that we ~ccept this idea on the 

basi s of f aith a l one . Zalman however , shows us 
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by means of his theory of the word, how all this 1s 

possible . All things come into exis ~ence when they 

assume the nam~ by which they are called . These names 

have been derived by one of the two - hundred and thirty

one met hods of derivat.ion from the original ten utt

erances of God . Therefore nothing can be derived 

which is not already part of God . 

Zalman t hen describes the various at tributes of 

God and the p art that each played in the creation of 

~an . All of these attributes , he said , were to be 

found in the three grea t catagories of n1ro n , -;i J ,:i , 

and <I' .:i T • Within these a re to be found the source 

of a ll otner qualities . In view of Zalman's con

stant use of these three ter ms , Zalman ' s system of 

of thought and finally ZalMa~ himsel f became known 

9.S the I J_n 

Of course Zalman was a mi xture of Cabalist and 

rationalist . This combina tion gave rise to a 

simplification of many of Luri a 's concepts . For 

instance let us consider Luria's concept of p.,J "1.S. 
3efore the creation of the world , s ays Luria , God 



filled infinite space. iVhen the creation was 

decided upon God ~etirei into ¥.is own nature or 

to use the Cabalistic teI'!n , contracted ~ i mself . 

From this contraction p r oceeded the infinite l ight. 

lJhen in its tu~n the light con centrated , there appea

red in the center an er.:pty spa.ce encompassed by 

ten ci r cles. Luria goes on to exilain this compl icated 

theory of cree.tion . To Zalman P-1J 1J g is a much simp

le~ aff air . Gcd has the great infinite str ength . 

God uttered the words which created the world dur-

ing the six days of creation . Then because God 

desired the existence of man He had to diminish 

His own strength so that the physical entity "man" 

might achieve thif existence . Therefore , through 

permutation r1.nn combina tion He achieved this contraction 

and rr.an appeared. God in a lesser manifestation of 

st ~ength exists in nan . 

There is another great difference between 

.i:.uria and "',llman. According to Luria man ' s soul 

cecause of its ~oral defi ciency is broken off f rom 

i t$ original source ; God , and rnust await t he coming 
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of the Mes1:iah in orde r to ac,complish this retur n 

t o God . Accor ding to Z&lman this is unthinkabl e . 

Iot~ing is t r oken off frore God . All i s & stric~ 

unchanging unity . God i s to be f ound in the whole 

of the universe . To break off from God would mean 

to remove the name by which i t i s called . This 

would mean,in tur n a state of non- existence . 

Because Zalman is a combination of Cabalis t and 

r ationalist , he simpl ifies m~ny involved cabalistic 

c onceFts , but he al so refuse s to follow ~aimonides 

thr ough ~11 the intracacies of a philosophi c al 

c.rgument . }.':ain:onide s is grea tly boU-.ered by t h e 

que~tion of evil in t he world . The question of 

good and evil is a s i mpl e one fo r Zalman . 7.' i sdorr. 

is the great source of vit ality. Fro~ wisdo~ are 

1erived unders t anding and knowl~dge , ~nd froM these 

all the qualities of the i ntel l igent soul , such as 

l cve , kindnesF, etc . Thus we see that a child who 

h as not yet acq~ired wisdom is cruel ~nd thoughtles s . 

As wisdon grows e,il disa~pears. 

Luria ' s God is a strange , unfri endly and un-
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knowable force . Zalman•s God is a big but friendly 

one, who created £;Very:hing by His words and who 

continues to stay wit~ us in order to maintain 

life . Zalman ' s God is neither mysterious , as is 

Luri a ' s God , or ie He a God whose reason for the 

creat:on of the universe is un~nown , as is the God 

of 1.:a imonides . Zalman ' s God cre ated the un i verse 

in o r der to reveal His own k ingci6m. :?or as Zalman 

says , "There can be no king '.'li thout a people.'' 

In evaluating Zal ~an ' s contribution to Cabalistic 

thou~ht I think we can sa~ely say that he was t~e one 

v.ho emphasized the role of th..,, ,~~ , God's ·11ord . Upon 

this concer,t he basis his entire fhilosophical ~ystem. 
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IU'fR0DUCTI0N 

It was wi ti1 a g reat sense of ina.deoua cy that 

1 approa ched the task p f tra ns l at iniz the" Sh a ' a r ha

Yihud ·.veha - :F;munah" . Aside fro?" the difficulties 

i:wol ved rec 2.use of my unf ':'mili r. r i ty with Cabb&li sm 

and Cha r Eirlism , there g r r t he more ~rosai4 difficulty 

of lan~ua r;e . i'he boo}: is "; :-itten for the s r e ;; t i, c:.rt 

in Aramhic a nd therefore r resen ted rr.nny rnech~ni c ,..i 

:i:,rorler.,s . ilowever , I h a ve , to tr.e best of my ability , 

a ttempted to transl~t e the ph ilosorhi c ~l ideas of 

Shneor ::.;l ma!1 . 

I must add that I fe ~l tha t these s ~Fe ideas 

nt.ve 'Leen 1 re s ented n:o r e cle ::,.rly E:..nrl ·.1 i th more J:hi l 

os cphi c nl finesse by other Je~ t: h ;hi l os oihers , 

e s}..ec i ; 11~, :·r.. irr.on' ries Ui oi -:,horn :·, lmc..n de1 e nc.s for 

~ ~=e~ !1unber o: h i P con re~ts . It fur t ~er seerns to 

l';e th~t l:,1d: : .ir.oni<ies lived i -: t he ei-hteenth cen-

tu ~y h e woul i h ,,ve i1~bi r.ed r.ore cf t:1e enl i ,~hte nment 

c f thF.t ;_ P.riod . 1'1 s:;, ite o f t he :·ct t :-at t he ,H' S sent 

t o iri~o!'l because of h i ~ ·.1o r~ , d es1,. ite t i,e : a ct thbt 

he rl ierl wh i le fle e ins the t rooJ:,s of ·,:.,J oleon , these 

worldly h :c.; ,:e !'l in:::,- r,re not reflectec. ir. h is ;hil

osoi~ i chl a troach . 
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Zelman ' ;. · tyle :md t hought &re Quaint in their 

naive t e . It re~inds one of a ~ebbe, sitt inc with his 

fol lowers o:, a St..tu :c•dc.y ,. f t erno on, ex1-,ou'1di n - to 

thi~ ;,,y;ed r,; r oup , t!1e -:1onders of the unive:sc , .:.ntl 

t he ~re~t nesF of God . 

As t he ShidO~S dee; en t he t hOUG~ts ~f the ~ebte 

t,,..,'-:e fli ,eht and soa r t !',rouc;h the seven he<1ve ns , 

hire . It se ems c l &.s;l:e;,;ous to t~:e th:se 'Ni nt,;ed 

thour~)-. t s and. r:.t',empt t o c~ .. r;e t/':i --1itr.. a. trans 

l r.tion . but tnis Wo.'i' rr.y t as·~ ,, nd I ho1e I h , ve ful 

f i l l e d i t ·.•: i t ~ s o · e de .o.; r e e of s u c c e s s • 

-
\,, . ' . 



EICGP.A:FHIC~ NOTE 

Shneor Zalman ben Baruch was born at Liozna in 

the government of ~oghilif in t he year 1747 . Lio zna 

is in White Russ i a and in Zalmon I s day had a popula

tion of about twelve hundred. (l) He had t.hree other 

brothers , Judah Leb , i.:or ci.echai, and 1:oshe. :"tebekah 

wa s his mothers name . All four sons g rew up t o be 

g reat scholars in I s r ae l . (3) As far ~scan be determined 

his father was born in Galicia . (4 ) 

Concerning hi s early childhood we know very little. 

It is only after his twelft~ year tha t we begin to 

le ~r n so~ething more definite about Zalman . This is 

due t o the f act that he became known as an " I lluy11 or 

boy- wonder in Talrr.udics a nd t herefore speci a l no t ice 

·.1as t o.ken of h im. ':~'hen Zal man :vas i:.;.r :' it zvah he was 

ac-cepted i nto merr.be rshi p of t he"Chevra Kaddisha". At 

tha t time when his name was entered into the minutes 

he was given the ti t le , 11 Rabbi" . (5 ) 

~ is r eputation as a s cho lar s~read abroad and 

Zalrr.an, li :~e many other of tis young , l earned contemp 

orar ies , facec early marriage , usuolly to the dFughter --
of sorr.e 7lealt hy r:e rc-ha..'11 t . At the age of fifteen he 
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was Married to the daughter of a we althy rr.erch::..nt 

in Vi t ebsk , and as was the custom he lived with 

his wife ' s parer.t~ . (c) 

Zal~an gave hi~self over co~~letely to the 

study of ro r ah and c r ve little or no tboui~t to 

the world outside of tis et tic- study . This atti 

tude , however , foun(: little f avor in the eyes of h i s 

f a ther- in - l aw. Vite bsk WKS a city of practical 

rr.erch~nts s.nd ·:,orldly rabbis . :- is f ;:;.t her- i n- l c.w 

~ns concerned ~ith the welfare of hi& da~ghte r and 

there[ore trie:. to d iscouri:;.ge z~.lrr:t.n ' s stufies . ? e 

~ve11 t-ied to h ~ini e~out a ~iYo~ce betwQFn the 

P then rle1rive~ t~e 

j'ou:'-1 c: c · '1d.leli.;~-.t 1:j ·::hic:'1 to stud·, rut all to 

'10 :~•il . ( ) I f Zal~f'1 could not study by ~an ~Nde 

light he used the lisht of the moon ,nrl stars . 

/1.',, the are of eigi1tee1 Sh'1ecr z.·.ll"l':iln ·:,as a 

the study of J.-. tbala.h , and fcur.c'. i ts i 11tirr.acy l:i.nd 

warmth a source of recrertio~ afte r the dry ~nd 

hfi rd tread of the ~alrrud . ( S, 

:he ~re~t t u r'1 i'1 the lif e of Shneor Z·lrrbn 

ca-:!'-<? rbe!"I he he,.r~ o: ~.rbi Deb .!.&er cf J ere-itz . 
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·.·,n.=-~tever t he cc.use , c>.nd such s ecrets !":Ust 1 :e l cc~:ed 

-foreve, in the \n· ccessi"rle c!ert>is of tr,e he~ rt , 

Z~l~~n felt ~ ~rofoun1 ~lS&atis:action w~th h is 

~~o st~ong en~tio~s str~-:l ed fc~ 3~~ rere~cy 

·: i t.'!':i'"! h i- . As a stu::!ent of l '-1~ :': lrud h-= : el t it 

:-.is d 1,t:· t o visit V i lne. a:i'i !'3turiy wi tr: t1':e s; -:-ec t 

~ritz . 

1 ~1 the r eetl ess~es s ~hich he h Pd f el t te f or e his 

pilgr ir.:a.ge to : ·esrri z . 

Dob ~2e~ 2f~reci ated the g re~t s t ature o: ils 

new disciple and ~l~ced great trus t in him. He even 
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he did not ~egl ect hi s 7;l~udic s tudies , ~nd neve r 

lowered h i ~self to tht ~artbris~s of ~&ny of his 

chassi-l i c conterr1,or r,r~es . It was to 2:-ln:an , therefore , 

t:,:- t ; , er t·1 r ned .vher. he sought t o rr.ake a ne·•; corr::r,il &.t ion 

and ZilrLn wbs offe r e<l his ~l uce . :ut Zcloan dec li~e1 

the ~onor in f~vo· o~ ~n ~l der cclle~gue . 

sct.c;:,t o build dD:es aga i nl:t the flcon . The greut. 

cst of :1° o:,.;onPn":.s of C"'iassidisr ·:,;_,s ~~1bbi ~ l ijah 
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o f Vi l,a . 

~his cre~t saint ~~rl scholrt i~ Israel cee~!'l a 

t~rcate;1ed to en_:ul: the e!'lt ire Je·Ni sh cor".J1Junity . 

c;s tion to saYe h i s ;: eoi:,l e fr o,... tLis ~reut danger . 

3.t the :1ear. of t1:e ~h2 "'s i d ic •1:0:-l:L : _enache!':". : "' ::e e l , 

i n \··hoPe f :3 vor h e 'iecli:,ed. to sul"ceed ~aer , ,;;,as new 

"" o s;'3nd :iis 1: .• t ye:-:r:: o:, r:o ly ground . S!me or Z::..l:.,:r ... n 

-i i l u10:, a 1a ri!'1g ~l nn . : ·e was go i "l.:; to T'le et the l;•.on 

1erson~l l y , and by a d iscussi or. try to end ~he g r eat 

risi:ut.e b etween the J.·[· rti es for al l tiFe . •:e -;,•el'lt 

to "iln·, r"ld. t r iul to gf1ir. ~:, :-,u'1ience ·:.iith the _, ;-,or. 

but fou., ,1 .. "!- i s il"'.1>o~s i b l e . ~ li jhh of Vil na felt thcit 

those ·-;-'-io k!'1oc',;e1 i.i.~on his doe r WP r e \7icked rre n . ( l C) 

.;.::'ter .e1=ea te1 : 't':lnI, ts to i!lt c :-v i e·:. t:1e :r· on of 

Vi lna , Z~l man retu~~ed to' eseritz . 

I n l ~72 'ttabbl"-i :Slijah ?:::d ;,rocl '..!imec: a h,:i 

&Gainst the Ch~~Fii i ~ , ~ut s inc e th2t time h&d r er.ai n e d 
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silent on the subject . 7he Chassidi~ tri ed to trke 

rdv,ntage of ~hi s silence and u~e i t to ~er;etr&te 

a ,ui=; e . I n 1796;; Mysteriou£= .l"ers on Going about 

G-' '!"T'!t.ny c l :-. i~ir.g t o be the son of I:lijah. It wr:.s 

a lso retorted thr t this son of Elijah was i:erforming 

t~e ; e~&nc e of «Gal uth« for his f at her in order to 

~t one for his cruel trestmer.t of t he ChDss i d iffi . (11) 

This tric~ ~as eventu~l~ ex~osej &nd the result 

~a s a dee;ening of the chasm betw•e n the t wo sects . 

Cn October 14 , 1796 Zli jah issued an ~cyclical, ex

co~municating the Chas sidi~. !he tone w~s bitter and 

showed the irrevocable differ ences between the two 

g r oups . 

~ess than a year l ater, on Cctober 9 , 1 797 , 

·:1ijah , Gs.on of Vilna died. The Chassiii m of Vilna 

co!"'-:'i tted a great blunder a nd proclai::ned the dz.y one 

of rejoicing and d~ncing as though celebr~ting a great 

na tional deliverance.(12) After this thou6htless , 

and ho~rible blunder the feud reac~ed the boiling point . 

The final break came when an individual by the 
o, ,,.,..H( 

Il>me of AvigdaR,a B~vernrne..t rabbi, ~enounced Zalman 

and twenty- two other Chassidim as t r a itors to t h e 
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Russi an government . The ·,,hole Je·.vi sh world was 

shocked to he ar that Zal man and the twenty-two other 

ChaS$id i m h ad bee1. committed t o prison in cha ins 

like com.~on criminals . ( 13) The sympathy of the 

ent ire J ewi sh world was a rous ed. A grea t defense 

fund of thirty thousand doll a r s was collected and ---eventuallY al l were freed . Za lman returned to 1:es -

eri tz i n glory and w~s l ooked upor. as a great martyr 

by both sidss . But Avigd~ wns not satisfied and again 

brought Za lman to St . Fetersbug~ on charges of treason. 

Again Z~lrr.an was chained and put i nto prison , and 

?,_gain fac ed the cour t ann was acquitted . This time 

ho,1ever, his ac quit a l was final and he was left to 

carry on h i s work , eventually ~inni ng for the Chassidim 

r ecognit ion as a separate g r oup in the eyes of the 

l aw. 

During the carr.:t:a ign s of !iapoleon , Je·.vish o inion 

was divided as to the benefits to be deri¥ed fro~ the 

Corsican . Th e entire subj ect of ~-~i:oleon and the 

Je~s i s far too grea t to even begin a t t h is point , 

but i t is suffice t o say t hat Zaln:an belonged to that 

group which remai ned loyal to Russia and preached 

agains t Na~ole on . As l e~ions of Napoleon' c soldiers 
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neared his home Zal man fled frorr. bef ore them. For 

some time the Rabbi and his family lived as fugi tives, 

often spending the night in the for~st. Upon one 

of these occass ions he suffered from exposure and 

became ill. On December 28 , 181 2, Shneor Zal rnan died 

a nd was buried a t Hadia tz, i n t he prov i nce of Poltavia. 
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_NOTE§_ 

Ei ographical Note 

1- Tei tlebaum, Chapter 1 , :Not e 2 . 

2 - I b i d . Note 1 . 

3 - .!_bid . no t e 3 . 

4 Te itlebaum , pg . 2 . 

5 - Ib i~ pg . ~ . 3 . Fo ~ full i o s cri;t i on see P~ ~ , note 1. 

6 - Stirni was his wife ' s n ame . Teitlebaum , pg . 3 , note3 . 

7 - ;,:inkin , pg . 18 3 

e- I bid . 

9 - I bid. pg . 184 

10 - Te i tlebaum , pg . 43 - 44 

11- hlinki n , pg . 195 

12- Dubnow, Geschichte , Vol . 11 , pg . 135 . 

13- Te itlebawn, Pg . ? 2 . 
14 - I c ould find no r e c o:d of t his diary . 



HISTORY OF rn "l'ANYA'' 

In the year 1796 there was publisned a small 

book by the name of "Tanya", or as the sub- title 

read~ "A eollection of Discou-rSi!s~•The name of the 

author was not mentioned and even the letters of 

cor..mendation ·which were written in praise of the 

book ca l led the author by anonymous names such as 

"The Genius", "The pure and holy man" , 'The righteous 

and hwnble one" . It seems that Shneor Zalman feared 

lest he be denounced and s, he hid his true ident 

ity . But the authorship of the book was known to 

many , for befor e the book had been printed parts of 

it had existed in manuscripts form . (l} 

The Zaddik , V.eshulsm Zusya of Anopoli , who was 

a friend to Zalman when they both were at l'..eseri tz 

tell us that Zalman had no intention of publishing 

the book. (2} Eut because the pamphlets had been 

spread throughout F.ussia , and in the re - copying many 

mi stakes h ad been me.de, the author v;as f-orced to 

publish a correct co~y of the manuscript . The f i rst 

edition of t he manuscr i~t was d ivided into two parts, 

The 11 D >.11.1•1 tw ,~o The Book of the Average 1i..n'', 

and the '' i1.)JbXi1I ,tfl•il ·nJIV The Book of Unity 
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and Belief." 

The book spread ~11 through Russia, but owing 

to a prohibit ion in Austria against t he im~ortation 

of Russian books , the book was not obtainable in 

that country . The Chassidim thereuyon went to Austri a 

a nd made a second printing within the countr y at 

Zalk~ in 1?99 . In the year 1606 the author pub

l ished a tr.ird edition with the addi tion of a new sec 

tion called , 11 1'1.:lJIIIJ)i1J) ) ,4J'J Letter of Repentc1nce" 

After his de ath there was published the "Book of the 

Tanya" with a new addition , 11 

of !-:oliness" . 

IJ',17'1 .A 'J.AX Letter 

The teachings of Shneor Zelman are divided into 

the first two parts of the ''Book of the T&nya11
• 

But in view of the contents of these two sections one 

shoul d change t he order . The second part is r a t her 

short, containing twelve ch~pters, and is ent itled 

"The G~te of t nity and Eelief'' . This section forms 

the me~ysical h::i.sis for the whole system, the 

study of crea tion , theology , cosmology , and theosophy 

are containee the rein . The first i>ection is g re a ter 

in length , having fifty- three chapters , and is en

titled , "The nook of t.hF. 'Avera..i:e 1 .. an" . This cont a.ins 
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teachings concerning the ~oral ity , rsychology and 

etr~cs of Cha~sidism. These two sections together 

make up the syst~m of Chassidis~ known as the 

"Chabad.'' system. The name being derived from the t h ree 

words , CHACP.l...:A , BI ~AH, and AYJJi . It was a l so by 

this name of "Chabe.d " that his followers became known . 

·:ihereas the first section of the "Tunya" is 

mean t for t h e av erage reader , the second section , is 

intended f or more enli ghtened r eaders who are capable 

of investigating that which is behind nature ' s curt&in , 

and who are able to deal in abstract idea s . I t is this 

second section which I have ffiade an attemp t to trans 

l ate . 

1 - 1,ubnow 

2- Ibid . 

Notes 

pg . 232 
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To understand something of what is writ ten in the z ohar· 
that .? X1_VI' ~b'-'1_ is the upper unity and ' 

T.!f: ~ P ~l.ll~ 1.n,..J)/'~ 'Tl ➔~ P\4':?'.,1 is the lower unity . 

''Know this day, and l ay it to thy heart , that the Lord , P.e 
is God in heaven above and upon the earth beneath ; there is 
none else . "(l ) 

This w.ust be thoroughly understood , l est you think 

that there is a god irr.mersed in the wa ters under the earth. 

Therefore , the Torah necessarily admonishes , ''Lay it to thy 

heart." It i s written further, For ever, O Lord, Thy word 

standeth fast in Heaven." (2) 

terpreted this passage in the following manner: Thy word 

which was spoken , ''let there be a firmament in the midst 

of the Heavens ", (4 ) these very wor ds and letters are fixed 

and will exist eternall y in the firmament of Heaven. They 

a re clothed forever in the midst of all the f irmament s in ;; 

or der to give t hese firmarients exl~~e, as it is wr itten , 

"And the word of the Lord shall stand forever, His words 

a lso live and endure unto eternity . ''( 5) If , however, these 

let ters removed themselves , even for an inJtant~ may the 

Lord forbid~ and return to their source , then all the 

heavens woul d cease existing , just as they h,ool:b~ bef ore 

the utternace, "Let there be a firmament." So also ie ~he 

~ \Vi th 

even this 

inanimate) 

all the creatur es in the h~h~r and lower worl ds ; 
c-V'\-~ ~ 

m terial e arth vu.:d ch is io,_tl.a c a t)lgory of the 
) 

&,f the let ters of the ten utterances with which 

the world was created during the six day~ of c reation, (6) 
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departed from it , even fo r one moment , then the e arth 

would return to a ~ of-~ ce , just as before 

the days of creati on . 

That is what the ~•·,~ ( ?) meant when he said that even 

in the inani~ate such as stone , dust 
'#,_y C,,{~ {~> I • 

and water , thefe is / 

s ome deg~'Qe yr soul and 

c lothing of the letter s 
~ -- r,l~ 

ances1 ~ bring\ the 

' ~ ( .... _ \.., -- ) 
spiritual V'i: 't-d.1i ty whl,eh i !! t he 

. ,: ,~ , - j 
of the-w-e-1d~ of the ten utter-

inanima te i nto the atate of ex-

istence fr om tha t of non- exist ence, in which it was be 

f or e the days of c r eation . (8 ) 

Even though the name J1).' "stone'' i s not mentioned 

in t~e original ten utter ances , nevertheless the stone 

de rives its vitali t y from the combi nat i on s and per mu

tat ions of l etters achieved t h rough the revol ving of the 

231 gates , (9) as it is wr i t t en in the ill,::,'~ 1~0 "The 
~ I • • • 

Book of Creation . " In this way ~ derive :,,-rrom the or 
'\ 

iginal ten sayings the name, J 1.).'. ~s-t'~e sto 

a.cllie.v-ee xls't"etfce. 'Y:'\., . t, Vt '1V) 1 ' ' •• I' ~L_ : ,.;.,._ Q'y 

And so it is with all the created t hings in the 

worl d . r~e names given to the se i~ t h e Hol y Tongue are 

compri s ed of the le t ters of the--worn.s which were derived 

degree by degr e e , from the ori ginal ten ut~er ances of 

the Torah. ~his is done by the combinat i ons and permu

t a tions through t he 231 gates until toe nrurie cf - the 

~a.t..u.l'e 1 s r eached and --thus gtven-1--i.f.e . 
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The indiv i dual creatureR cannot receive the i r vital~ 
. I, 

ity yam t h e ten utterances themselves 

e~ating f r om these utterances is too 

For the vit al ity 

grea t for the in-

dividual crea tures ; and t~ey l ack the s t rength to receive 

this vital ity except by t~e descent and decrease of that 

fo rce f r om one degree to a l ower one • This is accomp

l ished by the changes of letters and t h e numeric al values 

of t he letters until t he original vital ity has cont r acted(lO) _ 
\ I • .,. • • ~ ' ; ~ , / f" ~'-t ,-: "" • .f ' 1 

it self and 1pi~ced its elf in P- shea th 80 that, -i t-eo-ui a bring 

into existence an individual being , The name 3Y which 

it is called in the Hol y Tongue is the vessftfor this 

contrac ted v itality in the letters of that re.me, This 

is derived , in turn, from the original ten utterances 

of the Tor ~h , which h ave the power and vit ality to crea te 

something - nih i l o and to vital i ze that created t n ing 

forever; f or t he Torah and God are one. 
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NO'rEs 

Chapter One. 

1- Deut. 4:39 

2- Psa lms, 119 : 89 

3 - The Ba'al Shem Tob . Israel ben 3 liezer-l?00-1?60 . 

It is to be noted that Zalman, whose original r oots 

were in Tal mudism rather than Chassidism, is more 

closely allied with the "Besht" rather 

This is especially true as regards the 

than with Lur7' 

theory of" e,'"n-

atione". The "Besht" declared that the whole universe, 

i~cluding the words and action of man , wer e not emen

ations from God . All things are rather forms in which 

He reveals Himself. Jewish Encyclpedia, Volume 11, p . 384. 

It has often been said that at the beginning of his 

career the "Besht" was not an opponent of Talmudism. 

In fact , it was claimed that t he "3esht '' ·sc-,s one of 

three delegates of the Talmudists to a disputation hel d 

between the Talmudists and the Frankis ts, at Lernberg in 

1759 . Ibid. 

This last fact however , has been disproven by later 

schol~s . Livre D'Homrnage a la Memo i re Du Dr . Samuel 

Poznanski . Arti cle by Balaban , p . 25 . 

4 - The phrase, "Let there be an expansion in the midst of the 

heavens'' is i ncorrect 

and probably a printers error . It should !"ead , "Let there 



- 1 9 -

be an expans ion in t he midst of the wa ters " . ..~, 

f' .,b i1 ( IJ)]. ~>71 Gen. 1: 6 

1- The \fords J'-, .J.7) P ~ Jll~ PJf1'' JJ'l'l">X ,:J..,/ 

~i) P 't:>"fl pnr, are derived from t wo different yuotations. 

The firs t , P>•~~ P '(~ · 1.J .. il ? X , 1,/ Is. 40 : 8 

The second , ,~ ? P'n''? 1 , ,.n 11 ,111 is f r om 

the prayer book , in the passage fo llowing the three 

paragr aphs of the "~t:,~" , with the following reading , 

,~d• f' ' 71'>f).J / f 1.) r.>){J f' 'h'?' P"/) l')::lil 

6- In Genesis 1, the phrase "And God said" r ' i1 ~ l ' ,f:J 1•'1 

occurs nine times. Gen . 1:1, "In the beginning God crea ted 

t he Heaven and earth p, ~ 'tJi1 J)X p ~n~ )( x1 .1 .fl• ~~1.l. 

y1 X i1 .m< I is computed as another utterance, thus making 

ten in number. 

7 - Isaac ben Solomon Ash.kenazi Luria, 1534-1572 . 

8 - The reality of eve ry ind ividual thi ng is the letter or 

lett ers . The physical appe ar ance is mer ely the garment 

of the l etter. 

9 - The "Gates'' P .. ,~ '-a.J, are methods of permutation and com

bination. 

9a- The i'\1 >:J> 1£) 0 i s the titl e of two esoteric books. 

The older is cal l ed the "Laws of Creation" ;n>.!f> J11 .:>~il 

and i s a thaumaturgical work popul a r in the Talmudic 

period. The date of its at pearance is placed in the 

second century B. C. by Ruzens tein. The l a ter il1 .. .3'' .,~o 
"Book of Crea tion" is devoted to specul ation concerning 
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God and the angels . Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol.Xll, p . 602 . 

10- The word "cont r ac t i on" orP-t..Y bJ , is a Cabelistic : , 

concept whose meaning changes i n accordance wi t h t he 

Cabal i stic system used. According to Luria, the word 

means God's voluntary diminishi ng of his own strength 

and glory so that the material world could come into 

existence . 



- .1 -

CliA.PTER T'i/0 

F rom the p revi ous chap ter we may secure an answer to 

t he heretics and unc over the r oots Gf t he infidel's mistakes 

with ref~r€1nce :;o the concept of a personal God and the won

ders and miracles of the Torah. Th ose who compare the work 

of God, t he crea t or of heaven and earth, to the work of man 

and hie cont ri"B.nces, are e~ring because of their false an

a logy. For when the smith h as p roduced the veaeal, it no 

l onger needs the handa of t he smith. And if he should go to 

t h e market pla ce the ves sal would still exist just as it had 

come from the hands of the smith. So , these fools imagine, 

a re the works of heaven and earth. But their eyes are too 

dull to see the great difference between t h e work of man and 

his invent ions, who creates something out of something else, 

merely changi ng t he f orm and image from the i mage of a pi ece 

of silver t o t hat of a vessal, and the works of heaven and 

ea r t h wh i ch ar- e r.re &.ted ex-nihilo . 

This is a greeter mir acle than the cleavi ng of the Red 

Sea , f or example, where God directed the s e a wi t h a strong 

east wind a ll t he n ight , and the waters wer e d ivided and 

stood up like a heap and a wal l . Now if God had s t op~ed 

the wind f or a momm t the waters woul d h av e returned to t heir 

downward f l ow wh i ch i s the na.turr.l. way, and doubtlessly woul d 

not have stood up like 8 wall. (~ven t hough th i e new nature 

of the wa t e r is a l so a type of creat i on ex - nihilo, for J wall 

• 
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of stones woule st0 nd u~ alone without the aid of wind, but 

the m ture of water is not thus. ) Thus we have a 11JOI ~I . 
an inference f rom minor to major, in the creation of something 

ex- nihilo which is supe r-natural and a mar vel mor e wonderful 

t han t he dividing of the Red Sea . How much more the effect if 

the force of the cr eator woule depar t fro~ the c r eature , and 

the c r eaturss woul d r e turn to nothingness. ( 1 ) But t he force 

of the c&use must foreve r remain in the effect in orde r to 

est~blish i t. And this(sustaining of being ) ie the v irtue of 

the l P.tters of the words of the ten ut terances by which the 

world was c ~eated . Concerning this it is s aid , "Thou reviv

est 1:.11 11 P )1..;) .II.A' ;,,nr.:, ilJ1>:l . (2) Lo not r ead 71'n.l':l, but 

i7171t:> , 'Thou givest being" . Now this word "you" i1JJX. 

-refers to the a l r,hebet f rom X to J'> and the i1 which i s the 

basi s of t he fiv e phonetical f orms and the source of let t ers . 

~ven though He has no bodily ims.ge, nevertheless , the Bible 

says expl icitly , "God spoke" p,;,'Jx J1T"/ . ",od sai ~" ,r.,}{' J 

P•~~A', Thi s is us ed in the sense of t he revelation of the 

twenty two supreme letter s to the pr ophets who array them

se l ves in mind and conceyti on wi t h the prophetic v ision and 

also in the ir thoughts and words . As it i s written , "The 

spirit of the Lord s~oke by ree , and Hie word was u~on my 

tongue . 
,. 

' .J. T1 , • ;·J1i1 nn . , 3) 

And as th"' '•~X said in "THE (11. TE OF FRO;r:i-1:ECY" i1~1J1l ~JI W : ( -1) 

In this manner the letterF rlnth themselves in the creatures . 

-



As it is written, "Ey the word of the Lord were the heavens made: 

and all the hosts by the breath of his mouth 1 n,n11;1. 

p X.l. .Y >.:) ,,~ n rJ:1.1 /\JJY.) p 'b \lJ II (5) Only . 
this means by the many changes and devolutions , until they 

( the words) descend t o the actual material creation. This 

is not the case with prophetic conce:r;tions which is of the 

Azilut1c or up~ermost world,( €} and c l othed in the briatic 

or worlc of creat ive ideas. 

-



Chapter two 

1- The idea being that the ce ssession of the wind would merely 

mean the re- establishing of the natural t endency of t he 

wat er , namely to flow downward . But the ce ~session of God's 

word would mea n the voiding of cr eation, 

2 - Neh . 9 : 6 . 

3- 2Sam . 23: 2 . 

4- In the l is t of works attributed t o Luria this book or essay 

is no t mentioned . Jewi sh Encycl opedia. Vol.Vlll i. 211 . 

In the l ist of Vital ' s works comprised of notes f r om Luria1 s 

discourses , t here is also no mention of it. 

5 - The four worlds named in the Cabal a , are in the order of 

their spi rituality, 

1 

"Z, .., . 

1- /JI )'.Y>.'11 pl»~ · ~ a l rr. of emenations 

2 - ,, x,,2 ,., , J,:1 r.orld of creative ideas. 

3- i7 / 1 .)'I,-, f' j / JI -~r ld of creative forI!lations. 

4- i1 ''U.JI ,1 /' ) I .ll world of creative mat ter . 

.I\ l)'.Y/l.'t'7 l' ,1JI or Azilutic world contains the 

the "Sef i roth" . 

118 1 } :J. ,7 P 1'>Y ""r Briatic wo:-ld , contains the souls of the 

iious , the divine t hrone , and the di vine halls. 

i1 -, 'Y' ,.., p?,.,, - · Yezi ratic \llorld, is t h e sea t of the ten 

classes of angels with t heir chiefs , presided over by 

the Ketatron, who was ch anged into fire . There a lso are 

t he souls of men 



4- i7 '\VJI i1 p'),y or Asiyyatic wo rld. Here are the 

''of an im
11

, t he angels that recei ve t he prayers and cont

rol the ac t ion s of men ~nd wage ~ar agai nst evi l or 

Samae l. 



C:-il.FTIR THREE 

Now after these words and truths any enlightened 

person will underst and c l early how every c reatur e and 

being may be consi1ered as naught in comparison to the 

force which cause it and the b r eath of ~is mouth which is 

in the effect and which constantly brings it int o being 

ex-nihilo. The fact that every creature and eff ect ai:pears 

to us to h ~ve material exi stence and to be tang ible is 

rl.ue to the f act that we can,o t see with human eyes the 

~ower of God and t h e br e a th of hi~ mouth which is in every 

creature . I f , however , permission had been granted to ~er

ceive the vital ity and spi r i tu~lity wh ich flows in ever y 

c rea ture and which comes f r om the mouth of God and the 

b~eath of His mouth , ther the concretness of the ma tter and 

its t ang i bility wouJd be invisable to our eyes, for it would 

be comple tely void in compar i s on t o the vitali ty and spirit 

uality which is i n it. 

·.n thout th i s spi ri tual i ty, mc:.t te r would be null and void 

~s befor e the six days of c~eation . ?his spi ritua lity 

fl ows upo n it from the utterance af the Eouth of God a~d 

the hre~th of Mis mouth and is so lely r esp onsible f or its 

c r eation ex- n i hilo . Thus , indeed , nothing exits without 

'{ im . 

An ane.lo13y to t his is the l ight of the sun , which 

i llur.i ine s the ea rth and its inhabitants; wh ich shines 



forth c-nd spreads f r on: the body of the sun &.nd is vi d cl.? 

to all . gi ving light upon the ear th anrl the inter stellar 

spaces of the uni7erse . :row it is cl ear that this light 

?nd ray exist also in the body and matter of the ball of 

the sur. . For if it spreads and can czst its l i~ht such 

re ' t distances frore itself certainly it can cast l ight 

in its own l oc2l e . 3ut in its i ~~ediate l ocale this 

r~ciance is considered as non •exis ent, for in truth 

.t is as nothing in ~ r of o:- tion t~ the body of he ball 

of the <oun ~,hich is the sou:-ce of this l ight and r ay. 

For this r ac.',iance and light shine not only f r om the body 

~nd essence of tr.e ba.11 of tte sun but in the worl d under 

the sky anrl on the earth where the body of the sun does 

not exist . Here this li gnt anc radiance a~pear to all eyes 

as a concre te entity, and in truth here the term entity may 

be ap~l i ed to it . This is not the case where the radi~nce 

i s in i t s ori g in, in toe body of the sun . There the name 

entity cannot be ap. li ed to it , for it is. i:1 truth, void . 

?~r nothing er.i stz. there but t~e origin a.lone, which 1s 

~he r 2-0iant body of the su n ~hicb givea the light and ther e 

is naught beside it. 

And exactly lii{e t:'lese things ~re t • e forms and G:tapes 

o~ a l l c reatures in relation to the divine emination from 

t!'le breath of his mouth, 7ihich f l ows upon them c.nd. bri1gs 
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the~ into existence . ~e is their origin and they , by 

thenselves , '"..re not:'ling . They ex ist only in the sense 

o f t:ie ::-adi a nce c1.r..d lig..h.t ·;,hich spread from the abund-

~nce and spi~it of God which clot~es itself within then 

a nd brings t~em fro~ the stqte of non- exis~ence to exist 

ence . But in r alation to their ori&in t h ey a re void , just 

,.i: the '.Light of the sun is void and conside ~ei as r,aught , 

unwort:"'ly of the n ame entity , v,henin its origin. Only under 

~he sky away from its origin, ( there it is an entity) . So 

l so , ·.:·e Cfi.nnot ap1,ly the name "entity" to anything ex-

c ept as see n through t:1e hU!'.'1:m eye. Since we c annot con 

~eive the o ~igin, t~P s~irit of God , which bri ngs the~ 

into existence , therefore, the m~terial of the creatures 

_ml their substance a nd t angibility appear to us as if 

they were ~ctual entities. Jus t as t:1e light of the sun 

c1.};J.'..eh r s to be an ac tual entity ;•:hen it is not in its origin . 

=·ut in this case t he ex ample is :10t entire ly anal -

1Jgous . For in t :-ie anal ogy t he or i gin does not exist at 

~11 in t~e interste llar SFaces o f the ~orld and on the earth 

71het'e the lig11t is seen as a.n ac t ual entity . This , how

ever, i !: no t the c&.se wi tn t he crea1. ures who are always 

wi t:iin their origin , but •11hose sour ce is not seen to 

hunar eyes . ·;ihy a.r e t.:iey not vo ided ( in proI,crtion) to 

t . · 1·a· ... , ""1 0 underst&.nd this you must set up a :1e1 r o::- "'L, r 

r reface . 



CHAfTE3 FOU?. 

For behold i t is written, "For the Lord God i s a 

sun and a shield . ., ( 1) 

~Tow t'he meani:'lg of the word 11shield II is t h at i t acts as 

a sheath f or the sun in order to snield hum&nki !'ld and 

make it bearable for tnen . As our :-abbis said ; in the 

future God will t ake the sun out of its sheath and tne 

wicked will be judged thereby . (2) 

Just a s the shea th protec t s us from the sun , so the 

na.rn"' /'' r7 ~Xshiel ds us from the 18. JT1 "' For the mean-

i ng of t h e name 111/11 is that it br i.'lgs i!'lto existence 

ex-nihilo . The letter' Yad ' of the word refers to the 

ac tion f or t he ' Yad ' is a means of indica ting the present 

tense and the future ; continuous ac ti on . This is in accord 

ance with Rashi ' s interfretation of the phrase , 11 Thus did 

Job continually, 1''.b',7 J.:, .3.J'l! i111JJ1 ' ,7 .>..l .( 3) that is , the 

vitality emirates conti~uously into all His creatures. 

This utter ance of God and His spi rit conti~uous ly brings 

them into being ex- ni~ilo, f or it is not enough that they 

·Here created duri ng the s ix days of creation , as we have s aid 

previously . 

Now in the o=der of the pr ai ses i t is written~ "The 

G!'eat One, the Strong one . ? 1.:t),t , ,17.1,1 (4) The 

meai!'lg of the term 11 ;, TAi1" is t he quali t y of kindness 

and the per~eation of v itality unto all t he world and unto 

all creatures without end or limit s o that they are created 

-



ex-nihilo through unea~ned grace . It is called greatness 

because it comes from the greatness o! ~he Hol ~ One Him

self , blessed be ~is name. For God is great without limit, 

therefore he pour s forth his vitality and creates ex-nihilo 

a limitless number of worlds and c r eatures, for it is the 

nature of good to do good. This quality is the praise of 

glory of God a l one , for no creature has the ability to 

cr eate ex-nihilo or to give it life . Further , this qu2.lity 

is beyond the reason and conception of a l l creatures, for it 

is not within the mental grasp of any creature to under

stand or conceive of ttis quality to create ex-nihilo and to 

give it life, for the creation ex- nihilo is above the under

s tanding of the created. 

Just as it is not within the power of the reason of 

any creatu~e tc conceive of his creator , so it is impossible 

for hi~ to conceive of the attribute of His greatness which 

is the ability to create ex-nihilo and to vitilize it , as 

it is written, "He builds a world with kindne'3A . pJ1y 

,1..J ~' TO() . (5) So too, it is not within the intellectual 

capacity of creatures to conceive of the at tribute of the 

strength of God which is the attribute of 11 ,'1Y .bJ ~ontract

ion" , His self- imposed limitation and His refraining from 

spreading the vitality of His greatness and His refraining 

from allowing it to descend and reveal itself openly to 



- •.J -

the creatures, but r a ther in secret . For this vi tal i ty 

hides itself 1n the body of the creature as if the body 

was a thlng by ;.taelf and the spreading of the vitality 

and Sfirituality (of God) is not like the light and radiance 

of the sun but is a thing by itself. Although forsooth, 

it is not something existing by itself , b1.1t is like the 

emenation f r om the sun so also l s the strength of God, who 

ia a ll- powerful and can contract the vitality and spirit

uallty which is poured out by the breath of His mouth, and 

can conceal it so that the material bodies of creatures 

should not be voided . This quality of contraction is not 

wi thin the mental gra sp of any creature, just as the mind 

of no creature ha s the power to conceive the quality of 

creation ex-nihilo , nevertheles s the body of the creature 

i s created ex-nihilo. 

Now the qual ity of contraction and concealment is called 

"vessals" and t he vitality is called light. For just as the 

vessal covers all that is within it, so the quality of con

traction covers and conceals the light and vitality which 

pours forth in abundance. Now t hese ve&ssals whose roots 
I I \J I ' 

are the five let t ers,.:::>~ 4J J..I:), which have final forms, 

a re the five strengthi which seperate and distinguish the 

breath from the vo ice in the five utterances of the mouth 

in order to render into being the twenty - two letters of the 



alphebet . The r oo t of ~he five strengths is the hidden 

l ight which is the upper str ength of God . This is the 

root of the kindness whi ch is also the kindeness of God 

as is known to those who know Cabbala. 



Chapter Four 

1- Psalms 84:12. 

2 - This is found in, Tl,,. 71T/1~ l'iTand reads . .,h)l7 
llJ/ T'fi1 >f'>'i.' )':,.~ 7!/>.11~ PJ ,l',i j'A' ..... 7" /2 jl.Y.h\lJ ' :l) 

/1.2 / Jl'r U /01 \#) ]'T'7.bl ;,p1..1,,_Jf'> 17.J,n A'!Y1r> >M f''i 

The mme idea is found in Koh. Rab . to vs 1- 5 . 

3 - The phrase. 

by Rashi thus : 
Tl../) u ,; 

is explained 

111 1111 :>iT:J j 2TJ> i1'i1't/J ~ 114''/JI ~IJI JJ:S.:J 

('~~ :!)J ~i~ I'"', /:,. ..1J1.>'t, p,~.,, .!) ]IT,111 

"Thus he did" for when the writer speaks concerning 

the present , there are times when he will write the 

verb i n the past •nd at times in the future." 

4• In the fi r st blessing of the Amida.h. 

5- There are conflicting interpretations as to the meaning 

of this verse . Some commentators make ron the sub• 

ject ann f,,, ::..~ adverb of time; "ForE:ver He establishes 

mercy". ]3ut the V.idrash to the verse explains it in 

the follov.- i ng way: ~ 1 "' 1> 11 r,\IJ Jlo.:/, 1 ,1n 1 T :,~ ~ ;, iln? 
J o S $~.J . it.) d'f ,...,,., \J) >.:, . I.!!~"" J)/":J -rnx ,1 ,1' ii) p ,} "'? 

Tll Jdi!IJt> .>. J:,i,JJ },..;i,:i.,.;, i1)J:t:, Jv l(J.., ,1,,1 p. ; ::,~01 
,1 j , 

~J1' -ron p '.JI 1n11> 'il ,1,7 , ron:z.. J..:>t>o ,H> l J ili'fi7 ., j ~ 0411 

The verse in the text too , is meant to show God ' s cre~t ive 

ability. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

Concerning this our Rabbis said that in the beginning 

it occurred (to God} to create the world solely with the 

quality of pure justice. But He saw that it woul d not be 

able to exist so He joined to it the quality of mercy ; 

namely the revelation of the God-hood through the Zaddickim 

and the wonders and miracles of the Torah.(l) 

Concerning this the Zohar relates that in the worl d 

above there is a right and a left side, that is mercy and 

strength. The explaination for this is that both are divine 

attributes of Goa, beyond the mind and under standi ng of 

the creatures . For He and His effects are one in the Azi 

l utic world or world of emenations . Not even the conception 

of ~oses . our teacher, in his prophecy, was in the Azi l utic 

world, but clothed itself in the Briatic world . Here too , 

not in these two qualities of mercy and strergtt, but by 

their ~lothing themsel ves in the qual ities which are below 

them in degree , namely the qualities of n.YJ1 T/,1 , and 

7 / 0 ' , ( as it says i r. the "Gate of Prophecy'' ) l 2) 

The reward of the righteous in f T.>1 7" iS tt.e conception 

and light which is drawn from these two attributes of kind

nest'I 77)1 TJ and strength 71 -,1~ . That is the food of the 

souls of the righteous men who busied themselves with Torah 

for its own sake in this world . For from the pouring forth 

of these two qualities the firmament is stretched out over 

them and this firmament is called the sec r et of the Torah . 

l 
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In it are the secret of the twenty- t wo l etters of tt.e Torah 

which are derived f r om these two quali ties. As it is writt

en . "At P-is right hand was a fiery law unto them, 

rJ.J? J)T(JI)( " (3) . And f r om thi s firma."'.lent there fl ow::. 

the dew fo r the food of the soul ; t hat is the knowledge of 

the s ecrets of the t wenty - two letter s of t he Torah . For 

thi s f irmament is the secret of knowledge , and the Torah 

is the food of the souls in Par adise / ,.:J ;..t and the J\Jl:tr:l 

are the clothes as is ex~l a ined in the Zohar. 

l 



Chapter Five 

1- Ber. Rabbah 

2- See chapter two , note 4 . 

3- Deut. 33: 2 . 

l 
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CF.AP-ra::l SIX 

Ilehold the name O'i1?X is the name of t~e attributes 

of strength and contract i on . Therefore it also has the 

same numerical value as "nature Y .:J.~ i1 '' , because the aa.me 

U'i1'1'>- hides the light frorr: above which gi. ves being and 

existence to the world and I!Skes it seeo as if the world 

exists and conducts itself i~ a natur1l way . ( l ) The name 

D ' il~X is a shield and sheath to the name i1 'li1. Its purpose 

ia to hide the light and vitality 7hich is derived from 

the narr.e i1'Ji1 , which b:.-ings into existence ex- l'lihilo , so 

t r.at its full strength is not reveal~d to the creatures lest 

t~w be voided in existence . 

Therefo r e t his quality of ~trength and contr ~c tion is 

also the quali ty of mercy with which the world is c r eated , 

and t~is quality of strength is included in ~ercy . ?~om 

the interfusion of the attributes, one i nside the other , we 

se c l~a rly tha t He ;.nd ·: i s effects , n~mely His attributes, 

are one. Since ti1e sttributes are in com,1. l e te unity with 

"i i~ , they therefore unit e with one a nother and a re in-

fused one with :he other . As ~lijah says , "Thou ar-t the 

One who bi!'lds them and unites them etc . Aside f::-o-:r. You 

therd is no unity in the higher siheres etc . » Thus Fe says, 

,,~'hoi;. shalt put in your hearts t ' iat ,,1i11 is O >,-,> X 11 . (2; 

This means that the t-.-10 narr.es are ab:rnlutely one, and even 

l 



t:1e mmeQ" il~ ~ ,vhich o::> ntracts &.nd hides t:'le 1 ight , .t-OS 

sesses t~e quali ty of mercy just as does the nan:e ,1,;r,_ 

The att ribut~s of God u ·.ite wit': :Z im in absolute unity, 

:;.nd Ee and !!is na-::e are one ; for ~is attributes are his 

na:-::es . Therefore I it is clearly :rnown to you that "In 

the 3 eavens above and on the eartn below tnere is no other " . ( 3) 

~~is mP.ans that even the rr.aterial ear tn which seems to be 

a n artual ent ity is nothing in comiarison to the Holy One , 

t.lessed be He . For the nal"'..e D'i'tjJ.'4 oes not hide or con -

tra ct except in the l owe r sp~eres , but not i~ r elation to 

God since ne and the nameD•~;~a re one . Therefore , the e a rth 

and all beneath the earth a~e nothing in relation to God , 

They c a nnot be cal l ed by a ny n,~'Tle at a ll , even the one 

of " 7"' / Y._ a l s o'' ·.vhich is a ter m of subordina t ion and add 

ition ; as our sages extlained the wo r ds '' "T l :/ ;tT/#'/11 (4) 

and thus is the body subordinate in its relation to the 

soul and the life ·.vhich is conta i?1ed therein . That is 

wha t is said. in the Ei ble , '' I will prai se the Lord \'lhile 

I live , I will sing praises unto my God wh i le I have my 

being" . (5 ) Thi s indicates that life is derived from tne 

na'Tle i1 1J,1 a nd ~he TJ.Y or body , ·,vhich is subordina te comes 

fro"l D ,.,,;'){. I: is not the soul wh i ch gives ex i e tence to 

t h e body ex- ni"!lilo, but ihe 1ioly One blessed be He . 

~verything is voided of existence near Hi ~ , just as the 

l i ght of the sun is voi ded in the sun . Therefore , the verse 

l 



had to v:a rn a nd stress, 11 ~hou shalt know ::.nd i:ut i !'l ~·ou r 

h e?rt . " It shoulr r,ot occur to you that the !leavens and 

all its hosts and the eartt and t h· fullness thereof &.re 

actua ly se~era te u~to themselves and that God f i l ls t h e whol e 

~orld like the s oul which cloth es itself i n the body . Nor 

6ho~ ld w~ think t hat na ture and the motion of the s~her es are 

inferred by God and t hat ne moves and guides them accorrt ing 

to -ii"'- will, as the soul moves and guides t h e bocy according 

to he r will. ?or indeed t:1e truth is that the corrpr:,.r ison 

1oes not hold . The soul a nd the body a re ir.decd sefer~ted 

fr o~ one another Rt thei r r oot . ?or the corr.ing into being 

of the root of the body nnd i ts essence i ~ not from t~e soul 

ru t :rorn the drops of the f ~ther and mot~er . And a l s o a fter 

ward , :ts growth is not from the soul &lone but from the 

e~iing and ~rinking of i~s mother during the nine months 

an~ subsequently fr om its own eating and drinking . 

~ut this is not the case with the he~ven Gnd the earth 

~hos e very essence and being came into eY.istence from ab-

13olute nothing only by the ,·o:-rl of God o.n1 the bre:..th of 

!l ie mouth may It be bles ::;ed. Anl tbe word of '.:icd co!"ltinues 

to sts.nd a11d informs conti::1ually , making a. conti nuous crea.t ion , 

a s the existence of the ligh t within the g l o t e o~ the sun 

i tBelf , s i:,ert.king fi Jur a tively , The:-e:"ore , t:1.e hee.ven and 

e~r th a re t r ul J nothing i::1 rela tion to ~he word of God a 1.d 

-, 
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:he b re~tn of -~is !'.:outh ·,·.-1:~ch a.r e uni t ed i:i the essence 

a na quality of God( ;.;s ,·,ill be ex1,,l: i:ied celow: 1i;ce :,1e 

v o idinE; of t !le l igh t of the sun c:iti1in the sun . -:xc ei:t 

tn:-,t these a r e !:i s s trengths t n :!'"our:h the qualities of i1 -,,:1.A 

a.:, l D IY hf, to hide t.r.d cover the vi t· li ty which f l ows i n 

them s o t~a t the heaven bnd the ear th and kl l thei~ hosts 

~i~~t ap~ear as if they entities sef erate unto the~selves . 

~ut the contra c t ion and conce s lm~ t do not ~,ply except to 

:-.he l owe-::- spher es . In rel a t ion to God ·umself t:'1ey :,r e 

~01- exi s tent . They a r e li~e the light of the sun i n the 

sun . The r e:ore t~e a t t :- i bute of if :,q_{ cl.oes not hide before 

'.}oct f ::> !" it is !1.-t : .n ent ity by itself. 3 ut the Lord :l.e 

7 
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1 - ";ot!1 D >'if?)l -.,1Y.l ~,1 ,~d ui; to eii;;ht:1- s ix. 

2 - Iieut . 4 : 39 

3 - J,eut . 4 : 29 

4 - 7his quotat i on is taken f-:om i··osea 1.2 : 1 . The TTords rei::.d 

11.V ,1 r,,1 ' I , but Ibn Ezra expl ains that ti-1e wo r ds rtea.n to 

i:-nI-lY i111,1' 7 lY/ , Also Juda:1 11 and is used t o show 

~ucc-1 i~atio ~ a nd adrition . 

5 - :?s : 1 46 :i. T:1e autho r trc:nsl a tes , " I sha l l p r a i ~e ,1Ji1 1 

for my l i fe &-nd I s h a l l s ing t oD • i1 h1 " or my 7'IJ/ or body . 11 

7 



Therefore , we -:iay undei's ~&.n<i. Y:hat is writ en in 

t:ie Ec.ly Zohar , t h, t the verse , "::ear o Israel Jl.hll 

)~''>II' '' is a !tigher unity and ''1:>1 -?ssed be ;: is name, pr>J. 
OVI " is a lower unity . ?or the word ·• "TJl/ 11 i s 0 TnX u 

by t~e chansir.g of l etters . (!) ?or ~eholj the cause 

er.,? t~.e rer son fV !'" th!s conceal~er:t is that God hid 

&~d covered ~he life eource of the ~orld so that the world 

ray be s een as an ent.ity se;er&.te unto itse lf . And 

heho ld it is a well ',e,own f act th;..t the cr e a tio"'l o!' the 

v:crld w.:ls for the sc.ke of the reve l ation of ~..:is ~ing-

dorr: , rr..y It be blessed . }'or there i s no k i n€; .. i thout a 

;.eo;,,.. Dll . ;'h~ word ., av n comes fro!"l the v;o rcl 11J>10.nJ/11 

,,hich meani> se1-erate &.nf. ,.J.ien things and rer:::ovec 

f~o~ th~ mPj esty o!' the king . ~or even if he h~d 

very rr.~•nY so:is the n~r.:e "~oy.,. l ty" coul d not a:L ly to 

them, nor even ~o the ~rinces alone , but only ~hen 

there a re grea 4 hordes o: ~eoTle is t h e ~lory of the 

:-<ing ~eveal ed , The n;;ne which i nd icated his ~uality 

oi r oy alty is the name''Lordshir ..17/JT){ " . For :le is 

the Lor d of al l the ear th . nence this att r i b u te and 

tnis name ar~ tne ones which render existent a~d sustain 

the world so that it :ri; y b e a s 1t. is now , >:ar)ely a 

complete entity and a seiera~e thing by itsel ~ , which is 

l 
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not voided in existence . .:-'-:>r by tne removc.l or 1epa.rt 

u r e o: this quality , Di j(!J/ on . the ·,1orlc ';?OUld re 

tur n to its source , i~to the ~ord of the ~ord and the 

b r eath of His mouth , anf the~e it woul~ be altogethe= 

voi'.'!ed i n exist~11ce . ;..nrl :}1.e word " D~IY" .,oul d :1ot 

~p~ly to it at all . ~ehol d the rtefinition anti quality 

of he n~➔-" /J ;,y applies to t~e cri te::-ia of space an:i 

so~tn , 7he c ri te~ia o: ti~e are iast , irese:1t and :ut-

~re . Al l these er.:. t.::-ria :,.,..e :10 r~lstio:1ship with the 

higher att ributes wit~ the exception of ~he att::-ibute of 

.111.:J~O , :;hich is '}oc' alone . Cnly i?1 the te~r.J11.:,}n rr.;:,,y 

one s~y that :Te is %i!1g atove without limit and ~ing 

bel ow without l i rit . ~n~ so to the four sidee bnd the 

rei~n" . You sea , then , that t~e lifA ~o ur ce of s~ace 

a~d t~e life scu~ce of t i -e , ~ ~~ t~ei· creatio~ ex

~inilo , and t~eir cre~tio:1 as l ong as t hey exis t , &11 

thi:= rorr.e s frc:: . t ',e;; tr- ibute nf .1) /.:J)t, ard :ron: t:ae !'larc.e 

at t:::-i bute c 7'J .J; f> i., united in 

~is e nsence nn~ self i~ absolute u~ity, t~ercfore :be 

crite~ia of tirre And s~ace a re actuall y voided in 

exist"'nce i n r 0 lation to 1tis e~~ence a'lo existence , as 

t he voidi~g cf the li~ht of the sun i ~ the sun . Tha~ i s 



~he connect ion of the n&r:ie.lJIJT)I - ; t:1 the !'la.,.,, i1 ''iT . 

Ee w~s t i s and will be at each moment ~s :tis ~rit t en 

i·l il./h ' i1~ ;"J •.>1 , 1 01).J!l. {2) Similarl y , ·ie i s a bove t he 

c:-ite r ia of s~ace , for ~e constantl ~ brinss into b e ing 

: he cri t e ria of space, from ~p to down and on all s ides . 

i:ow then t even thou~h ::e is l,.bove space and ti~e, neve r 

theless h e exi~ bel ow l oo , ~ithin time ~nd s~ace. That 

is to say t:1at r e i s u:iited wi t h the att:-ibu' e of .n, J{,, , 

f rom which space c.nd time d:-aw the i':" ex i s tence . And t h&t 

is wh&t is Meant by the lowe ry.ln i ty t :he inter -weavi r,G of 

.IJJ.JT>( <i n" i1'li1. That is to s ay t i at. is s ubstance a.nd 

selfh-od ·:;hich lir e called by the ni::rne '' Infinite 

fil l the whole earth in t i~e anf siace . For in t he heavens 

arove and o!'l the earth , on all s i des , al l is f i - led with 

the light of thf' -r.;10 j' >! e ~,w: lly , fer it is the s ~me on 

tte ea.-th bel ow jus t c1s in the heavens '.lbove . For all 

U-. iR is the c-ri terion of sJ.,r•ce ·1r'h ich is '.1 oidec in existe!lce 

withi!l the li sht o~ infinity which clot~es itself ~ithin 

it (s.1,ace) by tl:e att :- ibute cf J> /.)~/> wh:ch is united wi th 

~i r . ?he a t t ribute of JJJ~~ P is the att:-ibute of cont:-&ct

ion ~~1 conce~l ~ent , ~i~ing the light of i n~inity in 

order t~~t time ar~ srr ce shoula not ce Fse to exist , 

for tr.en thP r- e ·:oulil c~ no · ~tribute of ti!"'e ::.nd Sf£.ce 



even belo·tJ . 

-ow t he~ f:n~ ~t: t I have Se id wi ll be unde r 

stc'd t h e s:a.ter·ient . " l ".:•, .:.od , I h.:..ve no t cht.:1,;ed '' . ( 3 ) 

':'he n:ea ni!'lg of thi s 1s tl: ,.t t :1ere is no ch:':nge \'lhe.t s oe ve r . 

Ju c:t a s -•,;, ,1as .. , l one r e : o r e tc.e cre,.t i on so -.: e i s &lrm1; 

;,.fter c re&t ion. -:'hat is wh :.: t is r.:eant b:, , "Thou ·llas ' t 

before t'.-le wo r-l d we.s c re, t.ed" , ( ) •r. i t hout any ch a ng e in 

·· i s s ubs: ~nce o: knc~led;e . Yorty the ~n o...,ledg e of ~ i m

c e l f ·-e :-:n ows a ll cre z. tu - e s , for eve r y t:::i ng is fr rr. S i m 

and i s void ed out of exist ence near · im . As ~ a i mon i des 

::.f id , 11:-:e i s the known , kno·Ner and knowledge itself. " ( 5) 

Th is idea is not in t h e p ower of the tongue to ut t er , 

t h e ear to hear or t h e heart to understand . God, ~ is 

quality , subs t ance and knowledge a re one from eve ry s i de 

a nd ~ngle , i n eve ry ma nner of uni t y . Eis kno·.vledg e is 

no t something added to F. is qual ity and essence a s is t h e 

case wi t h ~an whose knowledg e ol some th i ng adds to t h e s oul ' s 

e i:: s ence a nd fus e s with t h e s ame . .F'or whe n ma:, studies 

a nd l ear ns s ome thing 11 i s soul car abl e of l e arning h ;;;.s 

existed even before he lea rned a nd ~new. But after he 

lea rned anrl k new this knowle dge was added t c his s oul, 
c::1•1 .s 

a nd thus every singl e day . "Th e ..... should speak and t h e years 

and mul t itudes of yea rs should teach wi sd om.'' ( 6 ) This 

is not a singl e un i ty but a co~bin ation . But God is a 

si:mpJ:., unity withou t any c omb ina tior or plural s ide at all. 



. -
- t: - -

Ther efo~e, His quality and substai.nce and knowl edgP, a r e 

all a ctually one thing without ~ny combina tions . Thus just 

as it ~ is impossible for any creature in the world to 

conceive the quality of t he creator and His substance, so 

it is impossible to conceive the e s s ence of His knowledge. 

e mus t h - ve f ai th that is above unde rs tanding, that God is 

a s ingle uni t y and His knowledge is a l l actually one. And 

by the ~owledge of Eimself ~e recognizes and knows all t he 

h i ~her and lower entities to the smalles t l ittle r ipple 

i n t he sea and t he smallest mosquito in the center of the 

earth . No thing is hidden f r om Hi ~ , This knowledge however, 

adds nothing a t all to P. im since i t is only t he knowledge 

of ii i s own self , and His s elf and His knowledge are all one . 

Since thi s is very rl if ficult to picture in our own mi nds , 

the r efore the p r ophet s a i d , "As the heavens are h i gher than 

the earth s o a r e my ways highe · than yours and my thoughts 

higher than your s ". (?) And it s ~ys , "C an y ou ., tternpt to 

search the deep things of God?"( 8) Further it s ays, "Are 

Thine eyes human or seeest Thou as man seest? 11 (SJFor man 

sees and knows a l l things with a knowledge that is outside 

(' f himsel f. Up t o here I have quoted from l;,aimonides. ( s ee 

his i1)/J>17 ' 7 14 ' .IJ/:i>'it The students of Cabbala have 

agrred with hiri· as d id 1✓.oses Cordovera in his t1 

D !.I l b J The Garden of Pomegrantes . t1 1r ) . 

~ 



From thi ~ we can uncie.:-8 tand the ri_i s t.G.ke of acme of 

the schol~rs (God forg ive t~em) who erred when they 

:nvestigated the W!"itings of Isaac Luri a , and they under• 

stood the subject of "Contr action" !"'E>n tioned t here in a 

literal sense; that God withdrew ~i mself and Ei e substance 

/J I j(// / (JI) , from the world and Re onl;1 watches from above , 

through His personal frov idence , over ~11 the creatures 

wh ich are in the heavens above and the earth below. Now 

then , aside f r om the fact t h a t it is imposs ible t o truce t h e 

matter of '' contraction " in its literal sense , for it is 

like appl ying the human, J hysical qualiti es to God who 

differs f r om them in a mil l ion ways • They ~&so speak 

wi thuut knowledge since they believe as those bef ore then: 

believed that God knows all c r eatur es of this lower world 

and exercised p~ovidence over them and t ha t Hi s knowledge 

of them does not mark any increas e, for lie knows everything 

through a k nowledge of Himself. Therefore , s o to speak , 

Ria essence, His self , and knowledge are allpne . That is 

what is s aid in t.he 11 ?t1ri1 .,.J l? J> ' ( 11 ) , that there is 

no place vacant of Eim, either i n the upper or lower spheres . 

I n another source, the II i1.)f.:, 1,"1.)') ,V. 1JJ7 11 we read , 

"He hol ds everything but nothing holds liim. F.e surr ounds 

and includes t he wor l ds and there is notting that is ex

cl uded from Hie possession. He fi l l s ~he world and ti es 
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and unites kind to kind, upper and lower. There is no 

affinity in the four elements excepting God , for n e ls 

in Lheir midst." So far the quotation . 

What ie meant by "No one holes !1 im"? He tteans that 

there is no one who can hold Hi~ i~ his mind , and t h is is 

al so true of the heavenly minds , the ess ence and tte sub

substc:.nce of God . As i t is written in th'? IJ Ul''j'JJ, "Thou 

art the secret of secrets , and no thought can hold Thee . 

In the lower spheres, even though ne fills all the world 

::e is not l ike the soul of ma.,, in his body, which is held 

wi thin the body until i t is affected ~y and receives changes 

from the changes of the body and his sufferings fr om 

beatings, from cold or heat or fire etc . This is not the 

case with God who is not affected by any changes of this 

world ; from summer to ·.vinter and from day to night , as 

it i r written , "Even the dar kne s i s not t oo dark for 

Thee . Eut the night shineth a s t he day; the d arknes s is 

even as the light , "(12) For He is not held a t all in 

the worlds even though :ie fills therr: . This 1S a l so the 

meaning of the matte r that ~e surrounds and includes the 

world . This mean$ for example , ,vhen a man examines 

some '.7i se matter wi th his mind, or he examines a mat eri al 

t hing with his thought , then his mind and thought surround 

that thing which is pictured in his thought or mind . 



But he does not surround it tangibly. But God about whom 

it wri t ·. en that "My thoughts are not t i:y thoughts etc . " ( 13) , 

His thoughts and His knowl edge with which He knows the 

creatures surround those cr eatures, for God ' s knowledge 

of the creature is its life and essence which actu~lizes 

it ex- ni hi l o . This is the quality which clothes itself 

in the essence of that ~ich is created. It contracts 

itself in ~ro~ortion to the val ue of the creature created 

which is lim ited and :inite in quanti ty ::.nd qual ity. This 

is as the sun whose body has limi t and finitude in its 

~uantity , about one hundrcd- sixty- seve~ times as l arge 

a~ the globe of the earth. Its quality ::.nd im}ortance 

which is l ight, also has limit in its power of illumin

ation , for it cannot shine foreve r, for it was created 

and therefore is like all creatures , limited and finite . 

:i.?o r ' he n istance fro!!'. the earth to the sky is a trip of 

five hundred year s etc. Ther efore the l ife source which 

is clothed in them in in the position of a tremendous 

contraction. It first rr.ust contract itself into many 

.::;re .;. t cont ract ions , until the!'e should con:e into be inf; 

fr om out of the fo r ce and light , the subs tanc e of the 

cre2tures as they are , nf-111ely , liF.ited anc finite . 

For the source of vitality is the brea th of the mouth 

God c l ot hed in the te~ utterances of the Torah . rl is brea th 

~ 



could have ex~andeq it~elf without end or lirr.i t and 

c r eated a n infinite world without li~it in reference 

tc. i ts qual ity and quantity . .:e could have vi t ali zed 

theF for ever and ever : nd t h i s 1,c :-11 ""•ovld net h ave been 

c:-eated ~t a l l . Fer juEt as God is called infinite , 

so ~.r e all His att-i'r.utes 0 n<4 ;:ctions , fe r Ee anrl 

-;-h ic-h is derivec! ~ro,... E is attribu t-- ~ D 1t:,n ?) T OP 

&n~ ~'. is otter holy ~tt=ibutes , by their clcthing the~selves 

'llith the br c:>ath o~ ::is nouth , ''";i'o:- ..,_1 e spo·:e :..nd the r e 

.._,_,,El fl world. . '(14 ) :''he , ·orld is built tec~use of 

-e~cy, hy the WLrds of God and ~~e ~reath of Yis 

n:outh wh i ch hec:omes a vessa l and a clo: k for this 

~ercy li ~e ~e f~s! , whose cover i s ~- rt of i tself • . 

=ut ~od cont r ~cted the li ~ht and t he life tha t coulc 

r.ave exp?.nried "-r om the bred:. h of ii is mouth and :1. e 

c l othed it within the combina tions of • he ten u!.U r -

!'OU(:~,_ :r.ei .. c; lculutions .nd en~e!" r ti o-. . :;'or each 

rh~nge a n~ va r iation in~ ic a tes a descent o~ the life 

an~ lisht ~rore 1eg r ee to degre e . 7hat is ~o sP; , 

i + could c re a t e ~~d vit ~l ize cre~tures ~hose c!eg ree 

cf r;u~li t:r ·.n err.i 11~nce i.s infe :-ior to the de;;ree 

c!"eatecl f:- c- · r.e l et t ers ·-:1~ t"he wcrrls of t he ten 
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ut+e r anc ~s t~eMselves i"l ~hich ~ci in ·•s g lory ·nd 

is l e f t o" it O"ll :,· : ':'.e: l~"' c - ite r.bn ··:t:.c~ is the 

r any tyf ~s of f orces and degrees a re included i n thi s 

l igh t anc l ife ;;hich is clothed i n any pa r ticul ar com

b i na tion of a ;;or d , fo ,:- after al l these cont r actions 

and similiar ones t ha t ~ is wi sdom dec reed , l i f e and 

light coulrr hav e c l~ t hed t h enselve s 1lso in t~e l ower 

objects ::;uch as utones ann inani rni:.te dus t . ''Sto:,c rl.~ '' 
~ :> ".' eY. .. !"';j,..le , has l e tters ·:1hich ini c ., te that its root 

i;:; fror :: nN>:~ t'!'l ;;, ';. i., J:l. =~ i , its ro "' t a nd an add 

e~ " f " f r o~ ano the r na~e . (ed . note : t~e origina l 

ht,d''D..YIII') .. o help them'' ·;.-:'li-:h MC.-:e:: no se:-~e , it sr.oul d 

-earl "DJ/ J,J', ''. ) f c,r a :!:aso .. , ,en own : :J · ts c :- e.:.. :.o:- . 

•·0 ·;: · ~en +~H' :i:.r-:e " /1 " 5: i isP.lf i :c i r. ,ery ~1i;:i wo:-lds . 

C'r l y th-ough a ~ r ec.t 7 _ny contr cac .,.ion~ t::~.1.•e -!ecre:.sed 

fron i t , li Ltl ~ by l ittle , ~ e vi ~rlity , ~~~il !t r ~ach-

:t :..:,1 b ::- in£;s it i:.• :, rei"'!g ex- ni:1ilo cH·-ri .... o,.-=nt .... 

1 s:;;.t.?r' t "co..,.c . :'his i2 i n t:1e c·:tagcry c- i' f.l) t.::,/,1> 



D 1.1>J1 ,y '>:, .I) ; :,~./) ( 15 wL ~ . is not in tt.e c, t;-..gor:.,· o!' 

IJ'.h)IJI 1>.:, 2:2 10 '"e ,u.~rounds ·.11 the ;rnrld , Arni every 

~orre n~1 PBch degree c~?"l ere· te crer:ur~$ in iro~orticn 

ited nd infinite in their c;ur.li:y ·n,l quo.nti ty , ::nr:.. to 

~it ~lize the~ for ever an~ ever, si~ce it i~ the ~o~er 

Tf ::is r.:rut:-1 hnr1 : h~:-e is no li:--it or encl to i t . =ut 

:u~lity 8 ?'1~ e"Tlir:cnce o!' t1,e cre ... tures tha t could 1->e 

c reoterl ~ro- the s~rength ard degree of the l etter s 
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ccul.1 not acco:q:.lisl'.!. :ne :e,.t in a:'lY ·yay , 

i1Jh' ,1 1'li'JI") re f e rs to &.. sui:,:i ose :l ut t er ,.nce of :. o :;es 

and 1s to be fou!"ld i:1 t:-ie po1•tior onJS ':. --i :he Zo!.~ ~. 

3 - 1 9.l a chi , 3: ·· 

4 - ? ~or t"h~ Frlest inian !' :.. lrnud , ~ractate J-,erachotn , 

ch . l:L Also ').uoted in the --idrash '.: l kut , ··ur.bers 

:.36 , c..S a eulogy s r,oken by the he,.v-=nly h osts . 

5- F~,t 3 chapter 20 o: the ~~ide ~~s ~ full discussi~!"l 

of t:-iis sur:jec t . 

.job , 11 : ? 

9 - Jobt 10 : 4 

10 - r.o rdovera or Cor1obera , a f:,lestinian mystic . ,,.bbi 

of Sa.fed . l-on 1 522 , died June 25, 1 570 . ! est 

famous wor k IJ'.J1t,? O,JS . 

11- ? ;1 ';,'1 u 1p.fl su.1-.t-l eTT:er.t &.ry :pc,.ssa.ges of the t..ohor 

12-

13 -

14-

150 

at t ributed to ,,,n,, ; 2 j'JJl>IV •::r, :;.u :-r,orted author of the 

Zo::· -:: . 

;S . :3} : 1 2 . 

ls . ::: 5 : ~ 

:Zs , -.. . ".) .... '- . - . 
:-E .. 145: 13 



CRAFTER EIGHT 

Now concerni ng thr:;t which }1:ai moni des s aid; that 

God, His quality and r is substance and His knowledge 

are al l one , a sireple uni t y and not combined , so ex

actly is the case witb all the at t ribute~ of God and 

al l His holy names and api;ela.tions with \'ihich the pr o

phets and sages cal led Him, such as Gr ac ious , and ~er c 

i f ul , and Pious and simi l a r ones . So also He was ca l 

led wis e, as i t is wri t ten , "And He- is a l so wise . "(1 ) 

And similarly t he re is r eference t o His wil l , "For 

God w&nt s those who f ea r Eim" , (2) "God wi shes me rcy '' , (3) 

"God wi shes the repentence of the wicked and not their 

dea t h , 11 ( -5) ''His eyes a re t oo pure to see evil . " ( 4) 

His will , wi~dom, attribute of mercy and kindness and 

all His other a ttribute s do not add any i ncrease or 

combination in His quanti ty or substance , God fo r bic . 

3ut Ti is own s ubstance and quantity and will and wisdom 

and understanding a nd knowledge , His att r ibute of mercy 

and His streng th , His pity and • i e glory which is derived 

from Hi e kinfdom a nd s trength, a s a lso His other holy 

at t r ibutes , are a simpl e unity and thi~ unity is rl is 

substance and quality . As the D .:ir., 'l s 6 id , no mouth 

is abl e tc say it , no ear can hear it nor i s the hums..n 

heart capable of understanding i t clearly . r an pictures 

in his ~ind all the ~~opositions which he wishes t o 



understand and grasf , just &s they are . For example, 

he wishes to ~i cture in his mind the quality of wi l l 

or wise.om or unde r standing or knowledge or the quality 

of kindness and mercy etc. So he pictur es them as they 

are in himself. But God , in trut~ , is high and exalted 

and His name is holy which mec:.ns that He is s acred and 

seper a te to the nth degree; higher t~an any est i ma t ion 

or t ype of praise and exal tation which the cr eatures 

could conceive or picture in their minds. The first 

step anrl degree among cr eatures is wisdom, therefo r e , 

it is called the beg inning, ( ' il .Jl f.') 1 flh~A "" ' \#>' , ) . 

For indeed it is t he beginning and sour ce of al! ~i

tal ity within the creat ures . For from wisdom are de

r ived understanding and knowledge and from these are 

derived all the qual ities of the intell iger.t soul sucn 

as love, kindnes s , and mercy etc . ~e see , in truth, 

tr.at the child who has no knowledge is always angry 

or cruel. Even his love i s for petty things which do 

not merit his love . For he h&sn't ~he knowledge to love 

those things worthy of love . For we love in prcportion 

to our knowledge . From the qualities of the soul there 

are drawn the words L.nd letters of thought which the soul 

thinks concerning the matter which it loves. So also 

from the soul is derived rercy and kindness . All other 

4[j 



qualities and all thought i n the world are clothed in a 

certain quality which brings this thou~ht to conscious 

cogitation. Therefore this qu&lity is the l ife source 

of thought . From the letters of thought a re derived the 

letters of speech, and are actually tte life source of 

speech. Speech brines about the deed of charity and 

k indness , just as a king co·•.mands his servants to give . 

,hen man performs an ; ction, the force and life of the 

soul a :-e as nothing compared to the force a nd life 

of ':.he s oul which is clothed in the speec:1 of m9.l1. And 

the same value r elationshii; exists between body :md soul 

as bet,..-een the letters of speech a nd the let t ers of th

ought . The same val ue r at io exists between the l etters 

of thougi t and the quality or ~t tribute which is clothed 

in thought and ~vhich vita.l izes it . The srune value 

ratio exists between this attribute ~nd wisdom, unde r 

standing and knowledge whose whole composition is the 

~ind f r om w~ich this quality is derived . All this is 

in the soul cf man , and the souls of &11 creatur es of 

all the higher a!lc\ lower ·:,orlds for in them there is 

wisdom , and this is the beginning a nd very sour re of 

life . 

Ll 



1 - Is . 311- 2 

2 - J's . 147 : 11 

3 - t: ich . 7 ~ 18 

4 - Ha.b . 1:-13 

_iwp:s 

Chq.ter -~ight 

5 - Fr~yer b ook . ~osh ~ashonah Service 



~oweve =, concer n i ng J od , t~e de~ r ee o: ~ is~om 

".'Thic:h is t t e beg inning &r:-:. source o : t hou:.::1.t i s t h e 

'.lltimat e ~ct to t he ·:oly C!'le . That i ~ to s r y it is 

c onl=lidered as if i t { 'il f'l:,/\j i s o: the c t:. t a~or:· and re

gree o: 'r.c t ' in :-e lation t o tne ."oly Cne . As 1 t is 

·:1r1· t +en , """ .. "'. ou • .. . st ·de t"'e ~11 · · d " ( 1) ~ !1 ,. ~" r., ~ , • !"l c:. 1 n •: 1 s om • 

i s to ~he "elan' c f 7i' isdcr.: , which is t h e cr ij.:..'!1 ,,n c. 

sour ce o" life i n rnn :.nc. dll co :-;,or>..lit:; f- ~1-! y;hicli, 

i::; ~s not:u n~ , s o i s t he \" :O l ue o: -..: i s.:!om c cn:~~r e l 

- f t~e ~u ali t ies fro~ wh!c~ t hought is derived, ~hich 

in turn is nothing ·•;h en c o:ni: a red t o t h e life c:.nd de 

g::-ee ofi1~~n . ru•:i. , .J1JJ-,- , thcz s ou:-ce of t h ese qu~ l -

i ti es . 

G?1 is exal ted anc. e levuted i.1nur.:er11t l e de;re s 



'"he!"efore , ·•.·e s =-.:: t·.·1,·t r-"r ,-0 • · o "o" ~·, e .... - -. •r -.... - -u "" J _., , 1.., . 

:o wi ::d. ,:,rr: , even i !' this ::- e l &ti:mcliil, le hic;:c. ""nd e;-: 

. 1 t;;d , sue:. c1t< s~~:; i n;; t~a.t it is ir.:.1-0· i't l e f or any 

An:· one 

a~~ l y o ::- - el~ te :o :~e i~t&ng i tle . :o ~lso is t~e 

~egr ~ of ~i~d and cc~ce1t i on consi~er ed in =~:ation 

to -;od . 1'hir i s t r ue •··• i::n o!' the concei-:i:::,e o: t'!-,e 



higher worlds and even the degree of supreme wisdom 

whi ch vitalizes them all, as it is wri t ten, "Thou hast 

made them all in wisdom''. 

The fact that God i s called "wise i, in the .bible 

and that all the s ages called Hi~ with the degrees and 

e~inances of wisdom was because Se is t he source of 

wisdorn. From Him is derived the quality of the degree 

of the high wisdom of the Azilutic world . Similarly 

He is call ed merciful and kind, bec~use He is the 

source of mercy and l oving kindneEs . Thus He is ref 

ferred to by the other attributes because they a re a~l 
-

derived and etr.ena.te fro!!:: F im. And t he manne:::- and matter 

of the derivations and emenc..,tions, of how and wh·at , 

tha t i s known to the wise ones. Behold,we have nothing 

t o do with hi dden t hings. J3ut we must beleive in the 

ofen t a ings vrith complete f a ith; the.t :-:e and His effects; 

namely the a t tributes of God, ;-us will and His .11'1-)t'\ ;,J':J.. , 

J) JJ Y , t ogether wi t h ~{is qual i typ,nd substance which 

are ele~ated to an infinity of elevations from the ca t 

agory of wis.dorn, mi nd and conceition, are one. Therefore 

this unity which means the union of all His attributes 

with Him and which emena.te from Him, also is not i n 

the catagory of the conceivable. Neither is the means 

by which He es~abl i2 hes this unity. Therefore these are 
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called the attributes of ·;od , ·nhicr: ~re the spheres 

of the Holy ZohMr , ~The secret of faith ' , which is the 

:lhith that is above mind . 

1 - Fs . 104 : 24 . 

UQT:::;s 

Chapter Nihe 



3ut since the Torah spea_~s in h~~an terms so th~t 

man mRy understand ~er~ission has been give, to the sages 

to speak of the " spheres 11 in ter ms of analogy . Tiley c.:.11 

the '' spheres" lights in order that we n:ay better unders tand 

the concert of the unity of God and ~is Lttributes. 

'.:'hey use analogy of the u?1i t:,, of I.he 1 i ~ht of the 

su:, ~it~ t~e bo~y o~ ~ne sun . :~e bodr of ~~e sun is 

cr.llee '' ?'TA,7 ,ntl)i\ "":'le l ;,.r~e li:;r,t'' {l) , .;.!1d the 

!' , di . .:ice ·•,!1d r:-illi c '1C€ ···r.ici: e::-:er.&tes is called , -,i)( 

~s it is .v:'itte:i , 11 DI' 1 tX? O>,dx i11j"I 

rtn 1 '}o,.i c &.l led t'1e lig1~t d c; y . '' ( 2) ·,,"hen the ? , ),.' is 

it!c' so1.1rce , in the bod::,· of the sun it is united with 

in 

the SU'1 i n 1-er:ect unity . ;·'or then nothi"ls exists but 

t !.e O"':e ot~ect. , t:1i: , IA' t) , or hody of tr. sun wl"!.ich 

?IJ/. .:.s ide,t.ical 

conce::-nin --; :;o:i , ··:.s ·.·,111 ~,d ·:1isdorr: in the Azi;l.utic ·~1crld 

~nc the e t sence nd self-hoed of Jod so tc spe~. ~he 

l atter rlottes itself wit~ the fo~~er Gn1 u~ i tes ~ ith them 

in al.so l ute unity in t~:e s;m e rr,, e'" .,s '" he "'1(\lo~y o: the 

?IX -r,<i ? 1~1). · ·el , in tr~t'i. , the &~ale.;:· .:s ~ot. 
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- .. . ~ - ~ fo r .. is ·,-~ys - emote an1 ~on:e=~ul .re~~ ... --~ co• .. ft~~t1· on , 

c1 r e hi::~e:- t:,: .. r} 01,;:- We, s . ' :e-.e?"t:1e.:.ess 1 :'1 ?"r'e:· t:!· t 

th= l i c;rt 0~ t"-1~ sun 1:hi c1 i:: :.mi ted .,n.., nul lified 

i "; i ts sour ce ~.,d 1;,, 
~ 

i tself '11 S no !"?' r .e . :'":e C:'iG i::1 

c .. ?IXt\ ~lcne 1::.s a rt- :-e ;1:.en the ,,,).' ? I~'}? 

II I 

T1n, wh i ch are clo~~e~ in ~is 

"
1 en - c dea ( O 'J lj''J1 ~ 'l:'OSe ".'it: i C !. -:.~e call Le ~en s;,i:e :-:s , 

to conduct tor. J1i ,; ~e:- , l.i.!'lr:,;e-led _.,,orlds , ,,n~ r..:.. so 

tne r evec1.l ed ·:10:rl ds i n :mi ch i t i s c 1 o~i.ecl. ]c:-



... 
of &.11 :~is holy _u· :i.i :.:.es, ·•:..:..l E.ml ,in 

,Of\ wit:. :..,e 

i3 inc ied i~ it . ~7o::::- tje ~orli !s tuilt on ~ind

!'less . " ;.11 this -.,;i.s done so tho.t d::::-:; 1:. n~ might 



be seen a n :-.... n n::..:,· exic:t, Ul,on it to ·:10:-s:1. iJ, Jod . 

i s v;hr.t ::aijah S: i d in tr..e D '.J 'r,J) , so t ·:1~ t we 

:"igi1t see ·;101; t oe world i s co:,'1.lctej j7~ a!1d 

~~'-1.J"t>. j' T.:i iF I'' , ~ustice .1.nd 1'~ 'C)~ is 

U ' 1) I'\") -ncy . All t his to see i10·:1 t.he wo r ld is 

co,ducted . lut it is not t r ue th~t Jo~ h~ve justice 

'l:y ':;·.e kno·r.ledge t:1 · t i~ i 0 j 'T or 1-'.:!>~'T.l by the 

~:-iowled::;e t 'raat it iF TP1:>fl7 . ?o~ t ·..,,?se ;-:re :ict 

~· rt of the ~t~cibutes at all . 
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1 - Gen . 1 : 1 6 

2 - Gen . l • " • v 

3 - See "hai: ter l, note 6 . 

4- Gen. l · -. . ._, 

5 - Gen 1 : 6 

6 - Frov . 3 : l? . 



Eehold the te"l utta- 1snces ·,1ere a.l ~o re lled utterances 

for the sake of the c:•eatures . This is as the (!Uali ties 

of the soul of man which ~;hen =eve~led i~ action co~e 

clothed wit"h the let t=-s o~ t ..... ~.•···ut ..,._ • • <VU!:, • Fo7 exanrle , the 

1uali ties of :nercy c.1..."lC. :-tindness which a r e in tne oo ul 

car.~ot come to m,teri~lization i~ actu~l deed exrPft th

rough thou5ht in the mind a nd ~OGitGting the act of 

justice and ne~cy in order to transl ate it i~to actucl. 

deed . It is impossible to do t:,is without thoueht . 

And if he should command as a ~i•g does then the quality of 

kindness and a lso the letters of thought cloth themselves 

with the letters of sp- ech. 1'his is also true when one 

speaks words of Kindness and mercy to a friend . An 

analogy to t'lis would be the actual r evelation and ~ater

ializa tion of the attributes of God in the lower world . 

The r evelation and effiination o~ this action is called 

by the name of utterance and combination of letters . 

For it is impossible t hat there be a ny ~ction derived 

from His Eoly attributes withou t the combinat ion of 

that which is cal led by the name let ters. ?or ex3Z!lple , 

to t~e creation of the light from the att r ibute of kind

ness there is derived the materialization of the force 

to a ct a nd create the l ight . This derived force and 



this vita lity ar e c alled b y the name "utterance". 
u •' 

Now the letter 1 ) X ~ "'jl " al though they are not 

like the letters of our thought O 11\VI O('\ , neverthe

l ~ss they ar e the symbol representin~ the coming 

into existence of li5ht ex- nibilc . Thus the light 

was crea t ed from this derived force . But nothing else 

was cre ated f r om it although it might leikewise stem 

frorr. the same original at tribute of , d n , such as 

water e~c . ~o r in these we re clothed for ces in the 

forms of other combinat ions which i ndi cate the cominb 

into being of wa ter , etc . ~e see that al l vitalities 

and for ces are derived from His holy attributes to the 

lower crea turEs to create them ex- nihilo , to enliven 

the creatures and sustain them. They are cal led by 

the names of the holy l etter s which are the emina tions 

of life from His will , wisdom and a t tributes, for t he 

purpose of creating worlds and vital i zing them . 

The re a r e two kinds of wo "lds; the s ecret worlds 

which are not revealed and which tale shape and exist 

from secret force s and emenations as , fo~ example , t he 

letters of thought in the human soul . Second , are 

the visable worlds which are c reated as the result 

of the materialization of those concealed forces 

which we lave already compared to the letters of thought 



but having become visable are to be considered a s 

letters of s pee ch even as it is written the word of 

God and the breathe of His mouth which a.re as the 

l etters of speech in man, figuratively speaking , which 

reveal to the hearer s what is hidden and covered in 

his heart. 

But , indeed, the letters of s peech of the highe r 

spheres are higher than the degree and essence of the 

wisdom and mind of the lower creatures . For with the 

utterance, "Let U8 make man in our own image"(l ) man 

was created who is the possessor of wisdom and mind 

and he was also created with the breathe of the Almighty 

Himself, as it is written , "And He breathed into h is 

nostrils the br eathe of life" ( 2) . Therefor e , the 

higher speech and breathe is the source of wisdom and 

mind in the soul of the first man. This first soul 

includes all the souls of the -:."ighteous who are greater 

than the angels . That is because the letter s of His 

speech are in the cat agory of de r i va.tions from thP 

force and vitality of His attributes ~hich are united 

i n es sence and subs tance in abso l ute unity . This 

source is infini t ely h i gher than the degree of wisd~m 

of His creatures. The c-:eaturee a,re not the em~odiment 

of the letters of t hat word by wh i ch we name it. They 



_,,.. _ 

are merely i~dicative of the attributes representP.d by 

these letters. 

Behold, there are twenty- two kinds of eminati ons 

of lif~ and force, different from eech other, &nd from 

which all tbe u~per and lower worlds ci.Ild oll the creatures 

that a re in them were created . For thus was His will 

&nd His wisdom, to create them rld from exactly twenty

two kinds of vrminations, neither more nor less. These 

twenty- two are the twenty - two fixed letters 'of the 

mouth and tongue.(3) a.s we find in the il7 ' ~ ' 7l'>O 

And their ~ritten images indicate the pi cture of the 

emination as we wil l expl ~in l&ter. The l etters of 

speecn and thought in the human soul too , are eminat i ons 

from the mind and qual ity of the soul, in their quality 

and substance as it i~ written elsewhere . 



1- Gen . 

2 - Gen . 

3 - This 

the 

His 

1:26 

2 : 7 

is t r ue 
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nons 

Chapter Eleven 

of course using the Hebrew 

Eoly t ongue. implying that God UBed 

l anguage of creation. 

tongue as 

r ebrew as 



=-; e. ry letter is t h e emination of c1 s:pecial vital

ity and a spec i fic f orce . ~nen many l etters a=e 

combined to become one word then in andi tion to 

the i ncrease of the kinds of forces a.nd vitalities 

whi ch a re ,;ie ri ved fro1r. t he !'lU."llber of l etter s in 

the word, there is al so over and above them all , 

the derivat ton of a Godly force and general vi

t a lity which com:rr i s es a nc ba l £..nces all the spec

ia.l fo rces a.nd v i t a lities of the ind ividua l letters 

and ri ses above them. T!'l i s f orce unites them an d 

b~in~s them torre the r in o rder to infuse the crea t 

ed world ,vi th 1 ife , vitality ano power throu;;h this 

~o rd in " its num and in i ts par ts . 

:<'or ex amf,l e , i n the ·,7o r ds of t h e utter ance . 

11 ;..et the r e o e a firma.ment"(l ) by whi ch ·;;ere cre::ted 

the s ev e n firmaments and a ll the t osta of ne~ver. , 

~hich were i ~ thP~, as i 1 t he phrases of our s ~qes , 

the 11 a ,rn"' He avens '' (2) i n ·::h i ch mil l stones 

st t nrl ~-nd :rr ind m~!'lna fo r the r i :~hteous . Th e " ~ ·11:r 

· ·eavens '', ( 3 ) i:1 which Jerusa ler.i , the 'l: ern:i:,le , and 



, :1e::,vens 11 • in •:..nd t he a lt; r st~d. ~:ne •1 
/ ' .:)~ • • 

which .-...re- tre.;.s ·..tres o: s:10\t and h&.11 et c . h.11 

the t t a ) i ty of the !leavens were ere,, t.ed a nd vi t 

a li zed a nd sus t ~in ed by t he tot al ity of t h e words 

of the ut.ter:inc:e , "Let there be a. firMctrr.ent " . The 

i nd i viduu.l. crea tures of t he seven firi',.i.Ments and 

details of e~ch w~re created ..:.nd 1r eserved by s o~e 

corrbin~tion o! letters ~rom these words , by ch~n ; es 

and varia t ions which ~re in relation t o the deGr ee 

of the vit~li ty of tha t p art icul a r creature . ~very 

chan ~e of coi:::binnt ion is a d ifferent for~1o tion anc. 

Tieav in"! Gf the f orces «nd vitality . E.ve r y let -

ter ·nh ich J recee ds in the combina tion i s the st-

~:1e r e~t h re unimFortant in relbtuon t o it . ?hey 

~re ~n c l uiled i n its 1 i ;;;ht :.nd t~.ereby F, ne.-, crec1.tur e 

is creh.ted . Also by .. he chan·,:es of tt.e l etters or 

the i r v ar i ~tions new cr~a tures a7e c r e a ted by the 

letter$ t'herr.sel ves . -:'hey are , for exam1>le , a s 

t he 1 ig:1t of the moon which ill ~tni '.es the e&.rth , 

but ·11hich r e;-..ll y corr.es fro;,, t l. e sun . Tr.ic l i,:sht is 

actu~lly the l i;ht of the s un . 

Thus we fin~ too , the letters o f the u t ter -
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&!lees wl: ich t,1""' t1e tota l i ty o f tr,e de r i,1 « t.io:1 of 

the vitality of t te li~ht an1 of the ~orce fro~ t h e 

qualities of the li~h t [,nrl of t11e f ore~ fror.1 the 

qualities of th'? · · 01y One , in orde r to crea ;;e the 

worl d ex- nihi l o , to vit~lize it ~n~ to sustain i t . 

? roe the tot~lity of this Rr e~t eMinrt ion an1 r Kd 

ie1ti on ·.vhich :.iod sho:ie fo r th , t h ere is rl.:. rived , 

der i v a t i ons of :.Cind ;;.nc', i t3 hranches -.,1hich c.r e the 

d e r i v <tions and emin~tions o~ the li~ht fron the 

let te r s . These are the chan3es of the lette=s ~nd 

t 11e ir v .- d a t i :ms . ::e c r e [tted "i t h t 1em t:'le in

dividu&l c ·e&tures of every ~o~ld . Thus Jod con

tinm,d t o 5hine :;.nd Ee c ontinued derivin,:: o!le em

ena.tion fro" .-.nother , which CO!'Jes fro;;, the or iginal 

r~di ~tion of the lette r s . 

Thus God continued fur ther , ~s the link ing of 

~ cb~in , until the l owest o- in&nimate w&s cre at ~d , 

a s stone ,,no riust . The nWT!eS ( l. 1' and ..,-s," are 

the result of ma~y var iations a nn the resul ts of 

many cha nges ~s s t~ted above . 



Chq:ter l'wel ve 

1 - Gen .1 : 6 

2 - l'he roo t. 7n" means to ~rind 

3 - T'he wo r d t,:i ;, means ho l y r, l ace, ex&.l ted :i:,l ace . 
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l- - 7; nya o :- Li~kute Arno.ri-:n - 3r..neo:- Za lr':a.n 

~iln a ~di ti on, 191 ~ . 

~ Je~ ish ~ncyclo;edi r , Vol . 11 , I . 2~9 - ~r o 

Arti c l e by Isa,.c !..r o:rde , 

'2. " r 
v - • "-- - 1· . Tei te l b · um 

4 - :'oldot h ha Chassiduth . :. . JJubno.v . 

Vol. ·~- :'e l - .:..v i v , 1 930 

f - The ~omunce o~ Chassidi s~ , J · cob : in~in 
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