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Descriptive Analysis 



ABSTRACT 

The aim of this senior project is two pronged: textual analysis of the Book of 

Jonah and select commentaries, centered onMidrash Yonah; and a newly composed piece 

of orchestral music inspired by this research. The textual analysis examines the Book of 

Jonah through close reading, translation, and comparative exploration of midrash and 

commentary. While the bulk of this project is compositional in nature, the creation of the 

musical form is based in text and translation. Recognizing both the dearth of existing 

musical treatments for the Book of Jonah, as well as my own prolonged fascination with 

the text, I have created a midrashically informed piece of through-composed music, 

utilizing intertextuality and sources written in a variety of languages. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Book of Jonah has been essential to my emergent sense of identity for as long 

as I can remember. My earliest memories of synagogue life-and many ofmy earliest 

memories in any capacity-are tied to my understanding of Jonah, as I participated in an 

original musical written by Simeon Glaser, the rabbi at my childhood congregation. I 

simultaneously discovered performance, liturgical music, and interpretative midrash in a 

singular, formative experience which helped shape my personal identity throughout my 

meandering path to the cantorate. As such, and in an attempt to honor this legacy, I have 

undertaken a three-fold senior project: 

• An exploratory textual analysis of the Book of Jonah, focusing on the complete 
Hebrew text, incorporating elements from Midrash Yonah; 

• A newly composed piece of orchestral music which has been inspired by my 
research; 

• A recital, which premiered this new piece of music in conversation with 
additional, existing music inspired by the Book of Jonah, including biblical 
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chant, and repertoire from the canon written for voice and orchestra. 

In creating a piece of original orchestral music inspired by the Book of Jonah, I 

have furthered my own skills as composer and orchestrator, and sharpened my abilities to 

interpret text through music. While intended as a concert piece, I recognize the liturgical 

placement of the Book of Jonah within the Yamim Noraim, and hope that particularly 

driven institutions could possibly find a home for this music as part of their observance. 

Throughout the following sections, I will offer a detailed look into each of these 
aspects. 

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 

In order to most effectively adapt the Book of Jonah musically, it has been 

essential to engage with the text in a thorough and systematic manner. This textual 

analysis includes detailed work in translating and synthesizing the Hebrew text as well as 

an examination of the extant body of literature surrounding the Book of Jonah. In 

addition to translating the text from Hebrew into English, I have centered intertextuality 

within this project through undertaking a complete translation of the text into Yiddish.1 

By comparing this multilingual text, I have been able to uncover layers of meaning 

within the text, and have attempted to best reflect the varying subtextual connotations of 

the source text through the act of interpretation. Throughout the process, Midrash Yonah 

has remained my primary vehicle for explanatory text, as found within the pages of 

1 I used Y. F. Gezelshaft 's Yiddish translation ofTanakh as an initial reference in 
developing my translation; I am indebted to their work as well as the tireless 
assistance of Evan Cohen, Samantha Cohen, and Joyce Rosenzweig. 

Gezelshaft, Y. F. (1937). Torah, Neviim u-Khetuvim. Hebrew Publishing 
Company. 
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Yalkut Sh 'moni.2 Additionally, I have incorporated the entirety of Rashi 's commentary on 

the Book of Jonah, and-for select verses-included the words of Ibn Ezra. Finally, I 

have found several moments where I have been able to highlight the words of our 

scholars and sages found within Talmud as well as the midrashic compilation Ein 

Yaakov. 3 

Rabbinic Texts 

While part of what makes the Book of Jonah especially well-suited to adaptation 

is its relatively narrow narrative scope- and its remarkably dramatic contents- this is 

also a text with a paucity of descriptive language and emotional motivation. Through 

examination of the classical midrash, I have furthered my understanding of the text 

through a classical lens, and incorporated historical rabbinic understanding of the more 

arcane aspects of the text. For example, in Talmud Bavli, Nedarim 38a we learn that the 

rabbis held that Jonah was rich: 

1ruw pn,, ':li ,oNi 4:,,:,, '1.53\r.1 :,·tt,,'l;i,-,n c:ir.il,, ~:::i\ :i:::i -,-,,, :i-i:i'.I' fn', :i,n:i, ;u,, 

.:im 'i.l'i t:l':Ji,N nv:i,N il'il il.l':JO 1,w ili:JlV ouo,, i"Ni il1,i:i il.l':JO 1,w ili:JlV 

Of Jonah, it is written: He paid its wages and went aboard to go with them to 

Tarshish, away from iliil'.4 And Rabbi Yochanan said: "He paid the wages of the 

2 There is no singular source for Midrash Yonah, and Yalkut Sh 'moni is a 
compilation of a range of midrashic texts; in this way, it is an ideal vessel for the 
multitudinous rabbinic opinions surrounding the Book of Jonah. 

3 All the text found within Ein Yaakov comes, of course, from the Talmud; it is a 
particularly useful resource for distilling the narrative midrash within Talmudic 
discourse from the halakhically driven arguments found throughout. 

4 Jonah 1:3; see page 37. 
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entire freight-ship," and R. Romanus said: ''the wages of a freight-ship were four 

thousand golden dinars."5 

Additionally, while Jonah is known as both a reluctant and taciturn prophet, in Midrash 

Tanchuma, Vayikra 8: 1, the rabbis develop a thorough-albeit brief-backstory for 

Jonah's lack of enthusiasm: 

n~ ::::i•i,i,:, ~,:, :iDNJW ,1'i:1111DV1 i,NiW' t,,:i.:i nN :l'Wili, ,nt,w ,ilJ11VNi OV!lW Ni,N . ni:i ;,at,, 

t,p om, ,,ani :ii:i N1il 11i:i w11j?i1 ;,wv, ,il:l'in;,t, o,t,wii'i, ,nt,w ,il'JW OV!l 6\~-,·w• \,::::i.i 
r, m,, ti . ;,:i,in;,t, i11J'J i,N ,nt,w ,r,,w,t,w OV!l .ij?Wil N':iJ ,n,N ri1j? ,,m ,il:iin Ni,, ilViil 

,wv' ,,a ,,n,n,t,w:i ,i,N oN ,w~v .o;, ;,:i,wn ':11ii? o,u;,w v,,, 'JN ,m,, iDN .m~v r:it, u,:i 

11i:l W11j?il ri~i?'1 ,Oni' ,,a ,il:111V!111VV'W nv:i, .,on :li1 O'!lN 1iN N1il 11i:l W11j?i11 ,;,:i,wr, 

.:l'inJO 'D':l ilWVW 1D~ t,NilV' t,p N1il 

And why did he flee? Well, the first time God sent Jonah to restore the border of 
Israel, and his words were fulfilled, as it is stated "He restored the border of 
Israel. 6" The second time, God sent Jonah to Jerusalem to destroy it; but the Holy 
One-Blessed is God-worked up God's great mercies and relented from the bad, 
and did not destroy it. Therefore, [the people oflsrael] would call Jonah a false 
prophet. The third time, God sent Jonah to Nineveh to destroy it. Jonah judged 
the case between him and himself-Jonah said: "I know that these non-Jews are 
close to repentance. Now, ifl go on my mission, they will repent immediately 
and the Holy One- Blessed is God- is long-suffering and of great kindness- at 
the time that they repent, God will immediately show mercy. And the Holy One
Blessed is God-will become enraged towards Israel, as God did at the time of 
Sennacherib. 7 

In this reframing, Jonah's classic portrayal as a reluctant prophet is challenged by a 

5 All translations are my own. A full, annotated text of the Book of Jonah is 
provided within this thesis (see pages 36-63). 

6 II Kings 14:25 

7 Jonah here expresses his concern for the welfare and well-being of the Israelite 
nation, which has famously- and repeatedly-suffered from a lack of religious 
devotion and the subsequent divine retribution it inspires. Jonah resists prophecy 
towards the Ninevites out of an abundance of caution; their repentance would do 
little to aid the status of the Jewish nation. 
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depiction of a man afraid of the repercussions for his own people if he were to prophesy 

once more. 

Inspired by the traditional layout of mikraot g 'dolot, I have created a multilingual, 

translated presentation of the traditional Book of Jonah andMidrash Yonah with 

necessary commentary as the culmination of my textual analysis. 

Existing Repertoire 

In preparation for my own compositional work, I began a brief survey into the 

existing repertoire written on the Book of Jonah. As my personal journey to the cantorate 

has been an exploration of my shared passions for liturgical music and theatrical 

endeavors; this proved to be an opportunity to dive into a vast musical realm, uncovering 

hidden gems, and utterly invigorating. Recognizing my own myriad influences, I cast a 

relatively wide net: from the classical Italian texts of my earliest voice lessons, to the 

church Latin which became a feature of my educational and professional career, to the 

worlds of modem music and the contemporary sounds of pop andjazz.8 

Beginning with Songs from the Book of Jonah- the childhood-favorite musical 

written by Simeon Glaser (1955- 2023),9 and the inspiration for my own work- I looked 

for works anchored in the midrashic tradition, expounding upon the existing text and 

offering commentary. I first explored music from the folk rock tradition which had such 

a strong influence on its creation. These musical pieces were often free-standing, telling 

8 Much of this work became the basis for my senior recital, The Song of Jonah, 
presented at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion on September 
25th, 2024. 

9 See page 287. 
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condensed versions of the Jonah story, or focused on particular aspects. The Jewish 

musicians Kol B 'Seder and Josh Nelson (born 1978) have written songs intended for 

younger audiences. The opera Porgy and Bess contains explicit reference to the Book of 

Jonah in the song It Ain't Necessarily So.10 In fact, the doubt immortalized in the lines 

The things that you're liable 
to read in the Bible, 
It ain't necessarily so.11 

comes back time and again throughout midrashic musical interpretation of Jonah. Paul 

Simon (born 1941) showcases a similar sense of incredulity in his song; his song Jonah 

states 

They say, "Jonah, he was swallowed by a whale" 
But I say, "There's no truth to that tale 
I know Jonah, he was swallowed by a song."12 

While there is a beautiful flippancy to this interpretation which aligns with Simon's 

conversational approach to lyrics, there is also an underlying rabbinic logic to this phrase. 

When Jonah offers his prayer in the second chapter, he offers it to God "'~JP,~ i-" While 

the root of this word, mv, is often translated as ''to answer," it can also be read as "who 

10 Professor Jack Gottlieb (1930-2011), in his book Funny, It Doesn't Sound 
Jewish, points out that the melodic basis for this song mirrors the melody of the 
Torah blessing used in Ashkenazic tradition; this reutilization and repurposing of 
Jewish musical themes would prove influential in my own compositional work, 
albeit subconsciously. 

11 Gershwin, G. and Gershwin, I. (1935). It Ain't Necessarily So. Porgy and 
Bess. 

12 Simon, P. (1980). Jonah. One-Trick Pony. 
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sings to me."13 If the God within the Book of Jonah is the God who sings, then Jonah is, 

in fact, swallowed up by a song. 

From these individual pieces, I next turned my attention to wider scale 

compositions. Fascinatingly, the closest analog I found to Songs from the Book of Jonah 

proved to be an adaptation from the popular children's show VeggieTales. 14 While 

written with an explicitly Christian theology, they do faithfully retell the story through 

song, and expand upon the existing biblical text in interesting ways. However, I also 

hoped to locate music both Jewish and orchestral, and in that vein, I happened upon 

several major works: Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco's Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio, Hugo 

Chaim Adler's Jonah: A Biblical Cantata, and Samuel Adler's Jonah (The Man Without 

Tolerance). Castelnuovo-Tedesco's (1895-1968) work15 is written in both Italian and 

English, based on the King James version, and tells the entirety of the Jonah story using 

the biblical text as its libretto; it premiered atthe 1954 edition of the Sagra Musicale 

Umbra, an Italian musical festival. Scored for jazz orchestra-with woodwind doublings 

and dual pianos- as well as male chorus and soloists, it remains under explored and 

unpublished. The music is distinctly Castelnuovo-Tedesco 's, and utilizes many of his 

13 From Brown-Driver-Briggs: tW IV. i1J,P vb. sing (Arabic ~ sing, chant, i~ 

singing, chanting, etc.; Syriac R sing responsively, r<~ru... hymn, refrain; poss. 

Assyrian em1, resound(?); Egyptian anni is loan-word according to Bondi). 

Brown, F., Driver, S. R., & Briggs, C. A. (2018). The Brown-Driver-Briggs 
Hebrew and English Lexicon: With an Appendix Containing the Biblical 
Aramaic. Hendrickson Publishers 

14 Their song, Second Chances, is quite a bit of fun. 

15 See pages 246- 57 and 275- 85. 
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trademark sounds-in particular his tendency towards rhythmic complexity and 

polytonality. Hugo Chaim Adler's (1894-1955) work16 remains frustratingly incomplete. 

The score was published without accompaniment, and in the intervening years, the 

orchestration has been lost. Likely composed for his own synagogue-Temple Emanuel 

in Worcester, Massachusetts, where he premiered many of his pieces-the fragments that 

exist show an ambitious work which switches fluidly from moments of melodic intensity 

to passionate interludes of cantorial recitative. Samuel Adler's (born 1928) composition17 

has been set in both English and German, and is, in many ways, a particularly expansive 

interpretation: while it predominantly follows the Biblical text, it incorporates moments 

of Hebrew, Akkadian, Greek, and Aramaic into the settings, as well as a poem by Gertrud 

Kolmar (1894-1943), which serves as the climactic moment of the entire composition. 

The piece was commissioned by the Bach Choir of Christus Kirche in Mannheim, 

Germany, where both Samuel Adler and his father, Hugo Chaim Adler, were born. 

Through-composed, Jonah (The Man Without Tolerance) comes to the Book of Jonah 

with a clear point of view, and this is reflected not only in the text, but often within the 

music itself, which is angular and direct, often avoiding a key center or a clear sense of 

tonality. By the end of the piece, pitch is abandoned all together, as the recitation of the 

text is presented through spoken word and percussion. 

These three pieces tell a fascinating story of the breadth of musical interpretation 

of the Book of Jonah, and with their stylistic and linguistic differences, showcase the 

16 See pages 262-70. 

17 See pages 271- 4. 
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intense variation possible in the exploration of this text. Equally important to my 

exploration of Jewish musical settings of Jonah is the examination of the musical 

influence of the biblical text without the exclusivity of Jewish roots. While a truly 

comprehensive examination of musical settings of the Book of Jonah would be nearly 

impossible-and certainly beyond the scope of this project-it felt equally necessary to 

acknowledge the wealth of available musical material. 18 In that spirit, I searched for 

music from a broad spectrum of time periods and styles, which led me to Giacomo 

Carissimi (1605- 1674) and his early cantataJonas.19 With text from the Latin Vulgate, 

the music is written in a formal, baroque style, and is one of the earliest examples of 

oratorio, which became the dominant musical idiom of the period. Scored for double 

chorus, two violins, and continuo, Jonas covers the first two chapters of the Book of 

Jonah before concluding with a remarkably abbreviated-and quasi midrashic-third 

chapter, giving voice to the prayers of the Ninevites: 

Peccavimus, Domine, peccavimus, et in viis tuis non ambulavimus, sed 
convertere, 10 Domine, et convertemur, illumina vultum tuum super nos et salvi 
erimus. 

We have sinned, Lord, we have sinned. We have not walked in Your ways, but we 
must repent, 20 Lord, we will repent, and the light of Your face will shine upon us 
and we will be saved. 

In Carissimi's hands, Jonah's prayer is abbreviated, and the contrast of the sailors new-

18 Amongst the neglected materials include the music written to accompany the 
whale swallowing Pinocchio in the animated Disney classic. 

19 See pages 242-3 and 245. 

20 While this word can be translated as "repent," given the recurring theme of 
conversion throughout the Book of Jonah, it is fascinating and appropriate to 
consider the Ninevites as converts. 
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found faith following their rescue from the storm at sea is even closer to the repentance of 

the Ninevites. Tellingly, Jonah-a remarkably concise prophet-isn't even given any 

words with which to convince the people of Nineveh; in this version, the people offer 

their prayer solely through the presence of a prophet of God. Their prayer echoes the 

Hebrew text of the Priestly Blessing: "cf:,w 7\ cw•,,~~ i•ig :ii:,• ~·w•- May God's 

countenance shine upon you and bring you peace. "21 

Dominick Argento (1927-2019) continues this tradition ofrewriting in Jonah and 

the Whale, 22 which interweaves biblical text, medieval poetry, and sea shanty with 

Argento 's own idiosyncratic, modernist writing. Writing for narrator, chorus, and a 

fascinating instrumental ensemble of harp, percussion, and trombone trio, he builds upon 

familiar tropes within the literature surrounding the Book of Jonah, while adding 

additional narrative structure and motivation: 

With a mighty surge the fish swept to the bottom of the sea, 
Where rough rocks rolled in the raging currents, 
With the man in its maw, much tortured by dread; 
Little wonder it was that he wept in woe!23 

Where the biblical text presents Jonah in a matter-of-fact manner, here, accompanied by 

the rolling sounds of harp and regal blasts of horn, Jonah is tortured and in woe. And 

while the music itself often belies the text it presents, this juxtaposition is in itself 

illuminating, offering depth and nuance to the story. 

Finally, beyond these lengthy, weighty pieces, there lies again the simplicity of a 

21 Numbers 6:26. 

22 See pages 258-61. 

23 Text by Dominick Argento, inspired by Jonah 2: 1- 2. 

- 10-



straightforward song. From rewritten sea shanties to songs of oral tradition, these tunes 

distill the biblical text to easily digestible lessons. Almeda Riddle (1898-1986), an 

Arkansas-born folk singer, recalls a melody learned from her aunt: 

Now, some people don't believe 
That a whale could him receive, 
But that doesn't make my song at all untrue. 
There are whales on every side, 
And big mouths are open wide, 
So take care or one may swallow you.24 

While the tune is half-remembered, the lyrics remained with her, and their potent imagery 

reinforce the terror of Jonah's outlandish biblical claims. In a similar manner, Ewald J. 

Bash (1924-1994) rewrote the lyrics to Drunken Sailor to match the power and majesty 

of the storm: "Fall on your knees for the sea is raging ... Lord our God, have mercy on 

us."25 Amidst this terrible imagery, Louis Armstrong (1901-1971) provides a typically 

joyful contribution: his Jonah and the Whale26 succinctly enumerates the greatest hits of 

the biblical text, punctuated with the repeated incredulity of "Lord, wasn 't that a fish!" 

Through catchy melody and embellished textual detail, Armstrong fits a surprisingly full 

picture into two-and-a-half minutes. Mirroring the work of the rabbinic authors, he 

expands and contracts differing aspects of the source material to maximize the impact 

upon the listener. 

Ultimately, each musical telling of the Book of Jonah is a product of its time and 

24 John Quincy Wolf Folklore Collection. (1962). Jonah and the whale [MP3). 
Batesville, Arkansas. 

25 Bash, E. (1964). Weigh Heigh Up She Rises. 

26 See pages 299- 317. 
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circumstance. Yet within these confines, there are certain similar characteristics. Each 

musical piece explored and examined revealed a fascinating relationship with the text, 

pushing towards a vernacular expansion of the biblical material in order to relate the 

composer's individualistic understanding of the nuanced meaning of the text. Each 

composer attempted to capture the contemporary imagination through an exploration of 

either their own personalized musical methodology or the reigning mode of the day

from baroque motet to acoustic rock-while often incorporating distinct modalities of the 

past. 

CO:t:v!POSITION 

From my earliest conceptions of this project, it has been my intention to present 

the Book of Jonah in an accessible fashion, using the strengths of musical composition to 

highlight the various aspects of the story. As Peter Shaffer (1926-2016) wrote on vocal 

music, "it's realer than any play! A dramatic poet would have to put all those thoughts 

down one after another to represent this second of time. The composer can put them all 

down at once-and still make us hear each one of them. "27 As inspiration for the 

compositional process, I intended to utilize the various commentaries and midrashic 

interpretations as an aid in developing a functional libretto for the piece. With these two 

goals- accessibility and illumination- as my guiding principles, I began to create the 

underlying linguistic structure of the piece. One of my earliest choices was to present the 

story of Jonah through multiple languages. Inspired by rabbinic interpretations centering 

27 Shaffer, P. (1993). Amadeus. Penguin Books. Pg. 66 
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Jonah's wealth,28 I determined to present Jonah's words solely through biblical Hebrew, 

as a commentary upon his status and self-worth. Similarly, Jonah's music is often formal, 

classical, and orchestrally lush, especially at the beginning of the story. 

In contrast with the formality of my depiction of Jonah, I strove to present the 

remaining voices of the story in a different light. The narration is presented 

predominantly in English, foregrounding the accessibility of the story for the modem 

audience. The sailors also sing in English, 29 while the Ninevites sing in Yiddish-an 

intentional choice meant to ground the story in the musical and linguistic tradition of the 

Jewish people. In my earliest conceptions, this language choice maps the migratory 

patterns of the Jewish people onto Jonah's journey. Jonah leaves his homeland in Israel 

-carrying the Hebrew language with him-and immediately travels west, as far as 

possible from God's call. The English of the sailors can therefore be read as the English 

of the New World, which my own immigrant ancestors encountered for the first time on 

the seas while en route to their new home. Jonah's westward journey, however, is 

interrupted; upon his return eastward, he finds himself in a place dissimilar from his 

homeland. Yet the Nineveh presented in the Book of Jonah is related to the development 

of Jewish liturgical practice, particularly the rabbinic reconstruction ofYom Kippur. By 

presenting the word and plight of the Ninevites in Yiddish, I hope to highlight this 

28 Rashi on Jonah 1:3 (see page 37), as well as Talmud Bavli, Nedarim 38a, which 
is cited above. 

29 According to R. Chanina, "il'.lN~ 1'il piZit, 0'~3)iZiD-There were representatives 

of all languages on that ship," a phrase which signifies all the languages of the 

earth; surely English must have been one of them (Yalkut Sh 'moni 550; see page 

41). 

- 13-



connectivity with our tradition, both liturgical and theatrical. 

There is one more voice within the piece: the words attributed to God within the 

Book of Jonah. I have made the narrative choice to have God's language change 

depending on circumstance; when these words are part of a narrative declaration, they 

appear in English; when they are directed at Jonah, they appear in their original Hebrew. 

And, at times, utilizing the polyphonic texture of choral writing, the word of God is 

presented in multiple languages simultaneously.3° Finally, throughout the piece, all 

appearances of the word Adonai- and other names of God- within the narration appears 

with the Ashkenazic musical rendition of the haftarah trope as notated by Abraham Wolf 

Binder (1895-1966) preserved. 

Chapter One 

The story of Jonah begins with the famously reluctant prophet fleeing the 

command to set forth on his journey to Nineveh. Instead, he turns immediately 

westward, and departs on an ocean voyage, intending to put himself as far as possible 

from his expected task. Given Jonah's ultimate fate- arguably the most successful 

prophet in history- the rabbinic tradition gives immense weight to this initial hesitancy, 

and devote tremendous literary resource to understanding this decision. According to 

Rashi, Jonah flees Israel under the supposition that outside the law of the land, there 

would be no way to enforce God's demands. Yet in typical rabbinic fashion, God's law is 

30 Akin to the liturgical poem, L 'cha Dodi, whose first verse states ii:l!1 iiDlp 

iry~ it:1'""q1- "Guard" and "remember" in a single utterance, a reference to the 

differing texts of the decalogue found within Exodus and Deuteronomy; similarly, 

through choral music, the voice of God is presented as a choir of voices singing in 

unison and harmony and across a linguistic divide. 
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shown to expand beyond all borders: 

n,:iw 1n:i ,:ivt, t,wo owo 1N':int,, 1'iMN n,t,wt, 1:i N~,,:i o,n,t,w ,i, W' 1''M n":ipn ,i, iDN 

3ltJt.ziD 1N':int,, 1'iMN n,t,wt, 1:i N~1':l tJ'i:iv ,i, t.V' ,:i, ,i, iDN n,,:ipn r,,:it, O.l:l.l11:li lD 

The Holy Blessed One said to him, "Come, I have emissaries like you, to send 
after you and bring you back from there." A parable: There was a priest's slave 
who fled from his master and took cover in a cemetery. His master said to him, "I 
have slaves like you, to send after you and bring you back from there."31 

Further, R. Eliezer adds in a justification for Jonah's flight~his shame that he be called 

untruthful yet again before the people of Israel: "Nt,N ij?t.Vil N':l.l 'n1N f'i1j? i,Nit.V't.V ,, Ni,, 

Israel calls me a false prophet, should the worshipers of stars and planets also call me a 

false prophet?"32 

Musically, this introduction is established through the dissonance and instability 

of the orchestration, which begins with the open strings of the orchestra, playing the 

familiar intervals of orchestral tuning, before reaching the peak of God's proclamation.33 

Following the command, the music which accompanies Jonah as he flees is quiet and 

discomfited, appropriate to this shame-filled act of desperation. Yet the music picks up 

tempo as he reaches the sea, turning towards a jaunty melody reminiscent of sea shanty, 

reflecting Jonah's emotions as he departs towards the sea: "tri.l1 tJ'ij?il il.l1' t,w ,:it, r,now:i 

31 Rashi on Jonah 1:3; see page 37. 

32 Yalkut Sh 'moni 550; see pages 38-9. 

33 See pages 68- 72. 
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iT.lN.lW Mi:lW-withjoy in Jonah's heart, he paid their wages in advance."34 

Quickly, the music turns towards the oncoming storm,35 which begins to 

overwhelm the music of the sailors. Using a variation on the musical motifs of haftarah 

trope-predominantly gershayim and r 'vi-i-the storm builds and grows; yet Jonah 

remains unsurprised, and the music that accompanies his descent into the hold of the 

vessel reflects his quiet turmoil: "ii;, ~3ri t:Jiii?.l iW!l.l !1i:!l:i mi\-Jonah, in the destitution 

of his soul, fell asleep-for he was very weary."36 The captain of the ship approaches 

him, and while he sings in his own language, the melody is that of haftarah trope, 

matching the trope of the original Hebrew phrase. In addition to honoring the musical 

tradition of the Book of Jonah, this reflects the midrash, which writes in knowledge of 

Jewish tradition ascribed to the sailors: "MWV' ,t;,,N 1'Ml;iN l;iN Nii? civ 1;,i,.l 1'M1;,Nw U3)T.lW 

t:J':l MWVW ,,n,Nl;i!).1 l;i:i:i ul;i-We have heard that your God is great; stand up and call to 

your God! Maybe he will do for us like the wonders which he made at the sea!"37 

The rabbis were, in fact, quite concerned with the apparent conversion of the 

sailors, and provided extensive justification for their actions; Ibn Ezra tells us that the 

34 ibid.; see page 41. 

35 See pages 77- 8. 

36 Yalkut Sh'moni 550; see pages 41-2. 

37 ibid.; see page 42. 
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sailors cries are their belief in God,38 and Rashi tells us that their vows are to convert.39 

Following Jonah's declaration40-a musically recurring theme within the piece-the 

sailors present a cacophony of voices, crying out for explanation, decision, and justice. 

Their layered entrances reflect the casting of lots within the story, and the storm rises and 

falls according to their actions: 

,t,oJ ,wv ilD ,m,, 17v i,,,m 17!lJi n,17,u ,i,,!lilW ,v o,t, ,:r17wi717 o i1'17v ,17:iv ~6 r'iv 1,vaw , "N 

m,, nN ,t,oJ ,,17:r N17i ilw:i,t, ,,rnt, ,~ ,,t,,viil N17i tJi1'17va 17vi717 o,t, o,:i,t,wm il'JN:iw o,t,:i 

ilD o,v,,, UN rNw 3r~•~i c-i ,i~.v 'fnn \~ o,r.:,t,,vil 1,:i, ,,aN ,ilJ '!ltm ,r,:i,, 17v ,m,,r.:,vm 
,,v,o, ,i,,il tJ'ili o17~N ,n,N iNWJ i!ll)tD ,mv tJ'ili ,,n,:i:i,N ,v ,n,N ,i,,tlil ,W'Nil m t,w i11ZJ3)D 

'i:i, nN,~ 17v nN ,t,,oil ,v,o, ,o,v tJ'ili o17~N ,n,N iNWJ ,i!lVtD ,a,v tJ'ili ,,,:io ,v ,n,N ,t,,oil 

4342. :ii,• n~ ,~~'t'•i ,a NJW ,i,,:i ,t,,oilw ,v (t,,vt,,:i) 

R. Shimon said: Still, they had not resolved to throw him into the sea until they 
drew lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. What did they do? They took all of the 
cargo and hurled it into the sea to lighten its load, to no avail. They wanted to 
return to the dry land, but they were not able. They took Jonah and placed him on 
the stem of the ship, saying: "Master of the worlds, ' do not place upon us 
innocent blood, '41 for we do not know what this man has done." They cast him 
up to his legs and the sea ceased raging; they lifted him up and the sea walked and 
raged. They cast him up to his navel, and the sea ceased raging; they lifted him 
up and the sea walked and raged. They cast him up to his neck ( as above), until 
they cast all of him, as it is written: "They lifted Jonah up. 42"43 

38 "i,t,N Nij?t, i:iw, i:i:iJil ow:i o1,i:i U'IJNil- Everyone believed in God, bringing 

honor and turning to call out God's Holy Name." lbn Ezra on Jonah 1: 14; see 

page 42. 

39 Rashi on Jonah 1: 16; see page 43. 

40 See pages 91--4. 

41 Jonah 1: 14; see page 42. 

42 Jonah 1: 16; see page 43. 

43 Yalkut Sh 'm oni 550; see page 43. 
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As Jonah descends into the sea, the music shifts to a wordless prayer, reflecting the "great 

fear" of the sailors.44 As their prayer builds in intensity, the narration concludes with a 

final musical quote from haftarah trope, signifying the close of the chapter.45 

Chapter Two 

The music for chapter two begins with a fugue on the first two verses;46 the highly 

structured, formal music reflects Jonah's own sense of worth and status. Yet the playful 

nature of fugue and counterpoint also align with the journey Jonah undertakes as told in 

midrash: while his prayer begins at the entrance of the underworld,47 Jonah travels 

beneath the waves and sees "r,ir.m,r,:i, 010 1::iw ilD ',:i- all that was in the seas and the 

abysses."48 Once Jonah begins his prayer, he not only finds himself within the depths of 

the sea, but within the cavemousness49 of the great fish. 50 As he looks about him, and 

experiences both the terror and the wonder of the situation- as Ibn Ezra tells us, " i11VVD::i 

tl.l-it must have been a miracle"-the music drops away entirely, and Jonah begins to 

44 Jonah 1: 16; see page 43. 

45 See pages 114- 5. 

46 See pages 116-22. 

47 Talmud Bavli, Eruvin 19a; see page 44. 

48 Yalkut Sh 'moni 550; see page 45. 

49 For "',',!)r,ilt, :it, tm ~6, n,,-,::i iDiV il'ili il'il i:lt-a man could stand in that 

space without giving heart to prayer," Rashi on Jonah 2: 1; see page 45. 

50 Despite popular opinion, the great fish is never explicitly referred to as a whale. 
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chant on his own.s1 

The music of Jonah's prayer52 starts with haftarah cantillation, and then utilizes 

modes and motifs common to cantorial recitative. The orchestration remains sparse, 

filled with echoes and repetitions of Jonah's phrases, showcasing the vastness of the 

expanse he has found himself in, and the distance he has traveled from his known world. 

Yet Jonah does not sing in solitude and isolation for long. As the midrash imparts, 

Jonah's prayer occurs alongside conversation with the great fish: 

o::m,:i ~Ni1V' ,,:ivw :,,o 0' '~':JlZ) iilNiin , •1::::1::::m,• -,:,11 iON.llZ) OU'j?iN ~lZ) ~,,..l ~n.l iilNiin 

~.V 7~l1 7•-i::iti,,= \.:, iON.lW N~,, ,,~N tl'i1 'i:J1V01V tiij?O ii1Niin /ti,~-,\ 't'1::lf'I ~10 iON.l1V 

rN,nn ~,Nw inN,.n ,c\1.v\ •-i.v::i :,•n•-i::i 'f-'-i~:, ,ON.lW i1'.li~r.i:i r,N ,,.,r.iv inN,.n 1-i::1.v 

i0N.l1V ';, ~~'i1 iilNiin , "fl rlf'l.\!'7= \_v:,1 iON.lW O.li1'.l ii1Nii1i , •:,_vfti, \1~\!, j~::::17= i0N.l1V 

53.niO,V tl'ii1 i1J):J1Z) ~v 0'~1Z),j'1Z) tl'iO~ UN ?N~O , =•-i:, ·=~~\ 

The fish showed him the great torrent of the oceans, as it is said: the tides encircle 

me. And he showed him the paths of the Sea of Reeds which Israel passed 

through, as it is said: weeds bind my head. And he showed him the place where 

the breaking waves of the sea come forth, as it is said: All your breaking waves 

overtake over me. And he showed him the pillars of the earth at their foundation, 

as it is said: the earth is barred against me forever. And he showed him the 

lowest part of the underworld, as it is said: From the depths of the underworld I 

cry for help. And it showed him hell, as it is said: Yet my life ascends from the pit. 

And it showed him the Palace of ini1\ as it is written: I descend to the roots of the 

mountains.53 

As Jonah moves through these myriad spaces, experiencing the wonders and majesty of 

this hidden world, the music grows- in tempo, in orchestration, in melodic 

51 lbn Ezra on Jonah 2:1; see page 46. 

52 See page 123. 

53 Yalkut Sh 'm oni 550, quoting Jonah 2:3- 7; see pages 46- 7. 

- 19-



expansiveness. 

This thickness of texture reflects an additional midrash; according to tradition, 

Jonah is initially too comfortable within the great fish. Astounded by the wonders he has 

eyes of the fish were like two windows, and he could look and see everything in the 

sea"54-we learn that God is displeased, proclaiming: 

;,"ow r,-,::n:vo il.l1 iDtD '.lN 1,1,!)r,Q 1.l'N N1i11 il)t:l~ N1,w '1:) i:lT l1 ':VD~ t:l1j?D ,1, ,r,~niil '.lN 

55.'J!ll;, 1,1,!)r,'1 il)t:l~W '1:l t:l'.li.'.lj? t:l'l1 r,1~~i t:l'!l1,N 

"I made room for him in the belly of this male fish so that he would not grieve, 
and he does not pray! I will assign a fish pregnant with three hundred sixty five 
thousand little fish in order to grieve him, and he will pray before Me."55 

Even as Jonah experiences the spectacles of the deeps, he finds himself crowded in on all 

sides, until he is forced to burst forth in prayer. With a final change in the character of 

s4 Rashi on Jonah 2:6; see page 47. 

55 Yalkut Sh 'm oni 550; see page 47. 
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:n~i'? i7J:l~~UJ;-And I, with a voice of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to You, will make 

56 The midrash offers a more robust prayer from Jonah, which echoes much of the 
language found within the machzor for Yorn Kippur: 

t,:i t,v ,:,a nm~ *c•r.i't' ~,:,~ =~ n,:rn 1'J!lD nJNi 1n,,a ,:,N mN o,at,,vn ti:i., 

o,,a:i. 1.n,:it,a ,,,:,-'., o,,n f,N, O'DW 'DW 1N0:i ,t,:i..n 'Jti, t,:i t,v piN, .n,:it,aan 

o,N t,:i ':i,, ,,:, .n,w,,!l ,:i.l t,:i .nm,t,v.n, O'J!lt, o,,,t,-' o,Nn t,:i 'WVD ,vmv:i. 1.nt,wam 

t,:i ,r:i.a n.nN .n,:i.:i.t, 'n ,v,,, n.nN .n,,t,:i ,,.no ,tni:i. nriN 'n t,:i ,,v~m ivin nriN 

,iie, nr,N tii ti t,:i ,1'J'V ilJIJ ir10J rNi 1ii:i.:i NO:l 'J!lt, r,,ait,vr, rN ,1-' O'it,l 0'ir101J 

'JJV 1/JIJ i7Wj?:i.:i. 0':i.,o, O'Vi m:::,,~ 1'J'V ,ow nriN t:lij?IJ t,:i:i. ,no nriN ,:i.,, ,:i., t,:i, 

va,w, vin,:i. :i.w,, nriNw ,'nwv:i. Nt,a, 'nv,w 1'JtN:i. N:i.m nt,,~a:i. 'JV'Win, t,,Nw to:i.a 

i7JVJ N:,, ,'J''Mi7 r,,at, 'r1Vli7 i7'MIJi .M'IJIJ r1Nij?J ,'Jt,vn NJ ,,.,,a, nt,va r1Nij?J ,:i.,,j?:i. 

n,v,w, o,,:i. ot,wN on'J!lt, ,n,wvt,, tri,,t, riN .n,t,vnt, ,.n,,J ,wN, ,,:::,a m ,:i., N~n'w ,v 
0 .7\ :in::l°f~ :i-iu, \,~:::i •i~, t,N,W' 

"Master of the Universe, where can I go from Your Spirit; where can I flee from 
before You? If I ascend to the heavens:* You rule over all sovereignties and are 
master over all the innumerable worlds. Your throne is in heaven and the earth is 
Your footstool. Your sovereignty is in the heights and your rule is in the depths. 
The deeds of all humanity are known before You, and the mysteries of each 
individual are spread out before You. You investigate the ways of humankind, 
and You examine the paths of all lives. You know hidden emotions, understand 
secret hearts, all hiding places are known to You; there are no secrets before Your 
throne of glory, nothing hidden from Your eyes. You order all mysteries and 
speak all words; in all places You are there. Your eyes scout out evil and 
goodness, while I beseech you- from the depths of the underworld- deliver me 
from the abyss, and bring Your ears to my cry; fulfill my request. For though You 
may dwell a great distance, You hear as if from nearby; You are called the One 
who lifts up and brings down-please raise me up! You are called the giver of 
death and life-I have reached death; revive me!" But he was not answered until 
this word came from his mouth: "I vow to bring up the Leviathan, and prepare 
him before them, which I will pay on the day of the salvation of Israel-And I, 
with a voice of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to You."0 

Yalkut Sh 'moni 550, quoting *Psalm 138:9 and O Jonah 2: 1 0; see pages 48- 50. 
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peace with my vows; Victory to ;,~,, ! "57 

Following this outburst, the music reprises the theme from the opening fugue, in a 

grand orchestral manner reminiscent of a piano concerto;58 a fitting prelude to what 

follows, when Jonah is remanded to the dry land. The music here is simple and direct, 

akin to the sparseness of the text. 59 The chapter concludes musically quietly and in 

unison, as Jonah is now finally prepared to face his intended destiny in Nineveh. 

Chapter Three 

The third chapter of the Book of Jonah begins in a linguistically bold manner: in 

Yiddish. The music, reprising text from the opening of the first chapter in slightly altered 

form, is presented as a chorale; 60 in contrast with the minimalist orchestration and quiet 

intensity of the previous chapter, this formal introduction to Jonah's trip to Nineveh 

showcases the wildly different scenario of the prophet's arrival. Musically, the chapter is 

choral and conversational, as the story shifts from Jonah's introspection to the experience 

of the Ninevites as they receive the word of God. However, the musical interpretation of 

this chapter is grounded first and foremost in the language, which deserves a discourse all 

its own. 

57 Jonah 2: 10; see page 50. 

58 See pages 139-40. 

59 The midrash adds a further embellishment: Jonah is sent nine hundred and sixty 
eight Persian miles through the air- in full view of the sailors from the first 
chapter- to return to the dry land. So in awe were they of this action that it 
ensured the fulfillment of their earlier vows, and they are all declared righteous 
strangers-a phrase associated with converts to Judaism-as the conclusion to 
chapter 550 of Yalkut Sh 'moni; see page 50. 

60 See pages 143- 7. 
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In many ways, utilizing Yiddish as the language of the Ninevites is a divisive and 

off-kilter choice. Yet, given the teachings of our rabbis in antiquity, and the centrality of 

the Book of Jonah within the liturgical day of Yorn Kippur, it seemed the most reasonable 

option. When determining the differing languages used within the composition, it 

quickly became clear that the people of Nineveh needed to be presented as a form of 

other-removed from both the sailors, and from the biblical Hebrew that serves as 

Jonah's primary means of communication. Yiddish, as an ancestral language, is able to 

feel equally familiar and foreign to a modem audience. Just as important, the character 

of the language is ideally suited to contrast the piety of the Ninevites with the religious 

expectations of Jonah. In fact, the rabbis have long argued over the status of the 

Ninevites: were they idolators-unworthy of God's mercy-or were they rather people of 

God? Ibn Ezra tells us: 

nt,,nr,:i ,,nw m ,t,,t,, ,v, n,wvt, ,t,nn m,, 'D':i nnv vi ,O'.liDivn O'D'n own O'Ni' ,,n ''.:l 
:iin:i N~ar, Nt,, n,a:i pN n,ml n:i,wr, :iww U'Ni mn, .on,t,N iN':l.l nt,,w n'n Nt, own 'W.lN 

61.o"i:iv ,,n Nt,w ,mt,J nm mni o,t,,o:i ,Vil iN ,o,t,v:i n,n:im ,,:iww 

For they were God-fearing in ancient days-only now in the days of Jonah did 
they weaken to do wickedness; had it not been for those people of God, they 
would not have been sent a prophet of God. And behold: they turned so swiftly 
towards complete, unparalleled repentance-we do not find written that they 
broke their altars to Baal, or cut down their idols; from this we learn that they 
were not worshipers of stars and planets. 61 

The colorful phrase "worshiper of stars and planets" is commonplace in rabbinic 

literature, and is a stand-in for paganism; its negative connotations is well-understood. 

Ibn Ezra points out that the biblical text of the Book of Jonah is devoid of any of the 

signposts of inappropriate religious worship-asherah poles and altars-in regards to the 

61 Ibn Ezra on Jonah 1 :2; see page 37. 
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Ninevites; therefore, not only is their repentance complete, they are themselves people of 

God, fallen from practice and restored, akin to the people of Israel. Within this 

framework, therefore, the choice of a traditionally Jewish language to represent these 

individuals makes perfect sense. Yiddish, as a composite language, expresses both 

otherness and belonging simultaneously. Similarly, this linguistic determination assists in 

highlighting the actual arc of the Jonah story: Jonah's blindness to the religious validity 

of the Ninevites is amplified by his non-acceptance of their linguistic praxis, which leads 

to his reluctance to acknowledge non-temple-based religious practice as a valid form of 

Judaism. 62 

Where the second chapter ends quietly-for even as Jonah accepted the triumph 

of God, he remains alone-the third chapter begins forcefully, highlighting the expansive 

grandeur of the city of Nineveh. Midrash tells us Nineveh was a city of 

incomprehensibly vast population: 

'7:i, ,c,r,:i :i"' -,~n '7:i, ,m.,~n '.l:i ~'7N '11VV C''.l1V ,:i ,,;, p,w, p,w '7:i, ,c,pnw '11VV C'.l1V ,,;,, 
63. 0'.l:l :l"' i'7 ,,;, ii:il '7:ii ,C'ii:il '11VV 0'.l1V 11':li !l':l 

And it had twelve markets, and in every market there were twelve thousand 
courtyard dwellings, and in each courtyard there were twelve households, and in 
each household there were twelve strong men, and each strong man had twelve 
sons. 63 

62 It is, in fact, precisely this model of non-temple-based worship which the rabbis 
tum to following the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, and, combined with its 
vivid descriptions of a ritual fast presented in the text, the Book of Jonah becomes 
a perfect accompaniment for Yorn Kippur worship. 

63 Yalkut Sh 'm oni 550; see pages 52- 3. 
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In total, 248,832,000 individuals-without counting the women! 64 This outlandish claim 

is represented musically through both chorale and counterpoint: while the narrative 

begins with homophonic voice, it quickly splits into antiphonal response. 65 As the chorus 

even as the text delivered is identical, the citizens of Nineveh reveal the multitude of their 

thought and position through the fugal nature of the music. 

Still, Jonah remains stubborn and unyielding, and when he delivers his 

prophecy,67 it is delivered in the same biblical Hebrew with which he has spoken 

throughout. 68 The music continues with a reprise of Jonah's initial theme from the first 

chapter, but where the response first occurred instrumentally, now it is carried through the 

chorus, who first translates Jonah's words into English before singing their lament for the 

downfall of Nineveh in their preferred Yiddish. Yet this lament holds the seeds of their 

64 For reference, the largest city in the world is currently Guangzhou, China, with 
a population of 70 million individuals. 

Encyclopredia Britannica, inc. (n.d.-b). List of the World's Largest Cities by 
Population. Encyclopredia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/topic/ 
list-of-the-worlds-largest-cities-by-population 

65 See pages 155- 8. 

66 Jonah 3:3; see page 52. 

67 See pages 160- 3. 

68 While the original source text is entirely in Hebrew, there is no differentiation 
between the languages of Jonah and the cultures he interacts with. However, 
given the opportunity to translate the piece into the vernacular, it felt essential that 
Jonah maintains his characteristic disdain for these communities; through his 
insistence on Hebrew, this aspect is highlighted. 

- 25-



redemption; Rashi offers a teaching adapted from Rabbi Akiva, which states: 

,wv' oN, ,n~in.l n~iwr, ,wv' Ni, tJN ~m, v, r,u,wt, ,r,w wawa n:i:im ':l ri~in.l iDN Ni,, 
69:V"ii i1 11.lil n~iwr, ,wv,, n~,ot, ilViD ,:i:iil'W 'Nj? ilU'.l 'W.lN t,p n:i:im tN n~iwr, 

He did not say "destroyed," because overturned has two meanings: bad and good. 
If they do not repent, it will be destroyed, and if they do repent then "overturned" 
refers to the people of Nineveh; they will be changed from bad to good and repent 
-adapted from Rabbi Akiva.69 

Immediately upon hearing Jonah's words, the overturning of Nineveh-the promised 

destruction-is undercut by their actions. The people of Nineveh believe in God,70 

proclaim a fast, wear sackcloth, and sit in ashes. And following the lead of his people, 

the King of Nineveh does the same. 

The music for the King's speech71 moves fittingly with the Yiddish translation, 

but can appear at odds with the text. Presented in the style of a hora, his music 

accelerates and builds towards a frenetic, Jewish dance. On first glance, this could feel 

strange or unexpected. However, there is a midrash which offers elucidation: 

J.'l:l't'~ -,·w~ :,i:,• '!:I iND n"~j?il~ iiDW ilV,!lD n~iwr,n ,i, vin iDiN il.lj?il p N'.liM.l ,~, 

;,r,,an 1a n"~i'il ,i,,~n, n,:i,:i• c\~:= :i=r.i= •r.i n~iwr, nwv pwt,~ ,~ Ntmw pwt,~, 12 ,~~= 

,~r,:i O'~ri,:i ilU'.l 'W.lNi ,ilU'.l~ ,i,m 747•n-i,:iy:, n~'f -,,:=l,,:= c\,~, iDN.lW iri,,~.l, n:i i!lOi, 

,av, nv,:i vaw, ~,,nnt, n't,v N~.lnnt, m,, n"~vn nt,w, ,,,:it ~:iwa~ r~vna, o,t,m, t,av 

1so'D' nwt,w ovn t,:i m,~w mv t,:i~ r,:ini j?W w~t,, ,,,.l~ Vivi iNo:ia 

Rabbi Nehunya hen HaKanah said, "May you learn repentance from Pharaoh, 

who rebelled greatly against the Holy Blessed One: Who is iliil' that I should 

69 Rashi on Jonah 3:4; see page 53. 

70 As Ibn Ezra reports, Jonah's arrival is preceded by the arrival of sailors, who 
tell of the miracles they have experienced, ensuring Jonah's success (Ibn Ezra on 
Jonah 3:3); see page 52. 

71 See pages 1 71- 81. 
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listen to this voice?72 In the same language in which he sinned, he came to the 

language of repentance: Who is like You, i11i1', among the gods that are 

worshipped.?73 The Holy Blessed One delivered him from death, to recount God's 
strength and might, as it is written: Nevertheless, I have spared you for this 
purpose74 and he reigned in Nineveh. The people of Nineveh wrote fraudulent 
deeds, robbed, and committed sexual deviance when the Holy Blessed One sent 
Jonah to prophecy their destruction. Pharaoh heard, and stood from his throne, 
rent his garments and dressed in sackcloth, and announced to all his people that 
they should fast three days. 75 

Pharaoh, who had previously hardened his heart in Egypt, is spared by God, and sent to 

reign in Nineveh. When given the opportunity to respond to a prophecy of God once 

more, he reacts with alacrity and joy, echoing these words from the Book of Esther:76 

"r,~:i7~? r;i~~;:i nNt;> r,~7-0~-perhaps you have reached sovereign power for just such a 

time as this."77 

Following the declaration of the king, the repentance of the people of Nineveh is 

complete and absolute. 

1i'tni1 n,:nni:n tJ'j?mv:i tJ'Di:i:i, n,,w:i N~D oiNw i1N'~D ,i,,!lN i1Vii1 o:i-,,o o1,:i ,-,rn 
1,:i, ,o;,,t,p:i1, tJ'J:i1,;, ,-,,rn;,i rt,1,!);, ,-,r,o 11,o 1,w rt,1,!l:i u:iw 1,u 1,w tJ'J:i1, ,i,,!lNi ,o,1,p:i1, 
,:i 1'i11Zi ,.:i:i 1:i, ,li1'1,p:i1, tJ1i'tni11 11ij?l) 1,u;, ID r,u1,'N '.lW 1N t1,V't,.l 't11Zi ,:i 1'i11Zi tJi:J1 tJi:J 
r, ,,t,p 1,:ivni ;,iino ,,,:iw ;,-,,:iv 1,:i, ilj?i~, t,!lWD ,wv ,-,,m;,, ,.:i:i;, ,v.,v 1,u 1,w ni'Vi'!l ,r,w 

72 Exodus 5 :2 

73 Exodus 5: 11 

74 Exodus 9: 16 

75 Yalkut Sh 'moni 550; see page 53-4. 

7s;,-,,n 

76 Traditionally, the rabbis have viewed Purim as a 'little Yorn Kippur,' a pun on 

tJ''7~=1':l)tl tJi'- the day of atonement- which contains the word tJ''7~=1, Purim. 

77 Esther 4:14 
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They returned all they had gained from their evil ways, even if it was something 
that a person found in the fields, or in the vineyards, or in the markets, or in the 
streets-it was returned to its owner. Even if the stolen bricks were used to build 
the palace of the king-they tore down the palace and returned the bricks to their 
owner. And in every vineyard in which there were even two saplings or two trees 
stolen, these were returned to their owner. And every garment which had even 
two stolen threads, they rent the garment and returned it. They made justice and 
charity, and confessed every transgression in their hand, and received the 
judgment of Torah. 78 

These deeds are reflected musically, as the people of Nineveh sing their fate with 

grandeur and joy. Finally, the movements ends with pastoral lyricism, 79 as God repents 

of the evil which was proclaimed upon them, and declares the people redeemed. 

Chapter Four 

The final chapter begins with an expression of Jonah's rage and frustration; the 

music is harsh and angular, and the repetition of the text drives home his obsessive 

thinking. 80 One of the great ironies of the Book of Jonah is his antithetical response to 

God's forgiveness-rather than gratitude for this granted mercy, Jonah responds with 

anger and disdain. Rashi connects this anger to a sense of shame, giving voice to Jonah's 

concern that he be viewed as a false prophet and a liar amongst the peoples of the earth. 81 

Yet Jonah approaches his anger with an overriding sense of fatalism, and his eruption 

includes excerpts from the famous passage in Exodus denoting the thirteen attributes of 

78 Yalkut Sh 'moni 550; see page 55--6. 

79 See page 186. 

so See pages 187-94. 

81 Rashi on Jonah 4: 1- 2; see page 58. 
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You are God-gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, overflowing with kindness 

and comfort towards the wicked. "82 This text from Exodus has become an essential part 

of ours 'lie hot liturgy, as we ask forgiveness for our transgressions. Echoing this 

established Jewish practice, the music offers a full choral recitation of this text:83 

:n9~1. i9ry-:i11 o~;i~ 11~ trn:q o~n1 '~ :it:i~ :it:i~ 

84Mi?.J1 M~ipt:q V\¥~1 ti¼' Nipj 0",;J?~? i9ry i~j 

inM"! :,,:,,!-God, compassionate and gracious; slow to anger; overflowing with 

kindness; and true. You extend kindness to the thousandth generation; You 

forgive iniquity, transgression, and sin.84 

While Jonah's outburst continues in counterpoint, the chorus acts as counterweight, 

representative of the repentant people of Nineveh behind their city walls, praying in 

thanksgiving for their redemption, utilizing the sacred text of our people. 85 Jonah 

finalizes his speech with a plea for his own death, 86 saying '"'~!JG "1::liD :iii? "?. "~QQ- for it 

is better that I die than live."87 

82 Jonah 4:2; see page 58. 

83 See pages 198-202. 

84 Exodus 34:6- 7 

85 In contrast to their vernacular outbursts in Chapter Three, the use of Hebrew 
here is quite intentional, providing both contrast with the tone of Jonah's anger, 
and showing the fullness of their devotion, as their sole act of prayer is delivered 
towards the heavens in formal milieu. 

86 See page 203. 

87 Jonah 4:3; see page 58- 9. 
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God responds succinctly and directly: "1~ n11:J ~~?00-Do you rejoice in your 

anger?"88 and the music moves from angry and angular to sweeping and grand, 89 a 

musical declaration of compassion and empathy expressed chorally, before transitioning 

towards the final movement of the Book of Jonah. Just as Jonah departs the city, the 

music moves the story along with a driving ostinato and quotations from the Haftarah 

cantillation which accompanies the written text, as the kikayon90 appears and 

subsequently withers. But the kikayon was far from any ordinary plant: 

, n!loi n,r nv~,N nt,, nt,v t,:, t,~, rt,v n"v, ,,t,v ,i,v r,,,nw~, nt,,i,~ m,, wN, t,v P'i''i' nt,vn 
91nr.iwn nN w,~:,i, P'i''vn r,nr, ,i,~~ ~w,t, o,t,,:,, tJ'W.lN nv~,N 

God raised the kikayon over the head of Jonah at night, and in the morning 
covered it with leaves, and each leaf was four handspans long, joined closely 
together. Four people would be able to sit under the shade of the kikayon to recite 
the sh 'ma.n 

This extraordinary flora appears overnight, and Jonah rejoices in the comfort it provides, 

for the midrash tells us that he would otherwise be beset by flies and mosquitoes, making 

him miserable. This phrase-i,t,3,1 r'iiw rwir,,, r~i~ti-appears throughout the midrash, 

and mirrors the description provided for the conditions within the great fish. 92 Just as 

before, it is his misery that inspires Jonah's prayer. Yet while his time in the belly of the 

88 Jonah 4:4; see page 59. 

89 See page 204. 

90 As Rashi tells us, "A plant which grows upward with many branches, and 
provides shade, and this is its name." Rashi on Jonah 4:6; see page 59. 

91 Yalkut Sh 'moni 551; see page 59--60. 

92 Yalkut Sh 'm oni 551; see page 59. 
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fish inspired Jonah towards piety and his ultimate agreement to prophecy as requested, 

here Jonah takes a differing tact. Faced with the loss of his beloved kikayon, Jonah 

repeats his earlier request for death: "~:i:i;;.i ~l)iD ~ii.;,-It is better that I die than live. "93 

Here, in the final verses of the Book of Jonah, the story races towards its 

famously unsatisfying conclusion:94 God speaks to Jonah, and urges compassion through 

rhetorical question, prior to an abrupt culmination of "n;r1 i1QiJ;t~-and many beasts. "95 

Subsequently, the music follows a similar tact; God's declaration begins slowly and in 

choral unison, before broadening towards a swift finale. The music begins in a joyous, 

klezmer-influenced style prior to a contrapuntal finish, where the words overlap and 

repeat fugally, with a sudden, inconclusive end.96 Our commentators have long argued 

over the precise implications of this final verse, with Rashi attributing additional layers of 

meaning to the text-"V1:-N7 i¥.?~-who do not know" is attributed to children, while 

"n;n i1QiJ;t~-and many beasts" are described as "Adults, who have the intelligence of 

cattle, and who do not recognize who created them."97 Meanwhile, Ibn Ezra emphasizes 

the compassion inherent in the text, declaring, 

93 Jonah 4: 8; see page 60. 

94 See pages 224-9. 

95 Jonah 4: 11; see page 61. 

96 The instrumental accompaniment does quote the traditional Haftarah ending 
phrase to signify the end of a biblical book. 

97 Rashi on Jonah 4: 11; see page 61. 
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l:iv ilnon i1!1N t:lVi'il il.li11 .!11N'i:lil t,~:i l:imv' Nl:i t:lWil '~ ,t:l'V011Vil U':l'W 1ii i:li :iin~il 

9s,wvo l:iv '.lN o,nN Nl:i 1'N1 r,,wv Nl:i i:ii 

It is written in a way that listeners will understand, for would not God take pains 
for all of creation? And here is the essence: You had compassion on a thing which 
you did not make; how could I not have compassion for what I have made?98 

Ultimately, however, it is midrash which recognizes the need for nechemta, for 

:,,n\o:i, c•r.in-i:i-At that same hour, Jonah fell upon his face and said, 'May You guide 

the world with a measure of mercy, as it is written: To i11il' our God belongs mercy and 

forgiveness. "'99 

Coda 

From the discord and unease of the conclusion of the fourth chapter comes the 

consolation of the final verses of the Book of Micah. 100 Built upon the logic found within 

the Talmud,101 the might of God found repeatedly within the Book of Jonah is contrasted 

with this text of renewal and compassion. The music begins quietly, without instruments, 

98 Ibn Ezra on Jonah 4:9; see page 61. 

99 Yalkut Sh'moni 551; see pages 60-1. 

100 See pages 231- 40. 

101 .,mmm~ ~~11J ;in~ ,~,;i 7nJ wn
1
,;i l;,w 1m1J1 ~~11J ;in~w m p?J t;,:, :pm' 'J7 7i'J~ 

.□'J1mJ wl;,,wm , □'~'JJJ '1Jil71 ,;i11m Jim ;ir 7Ji 

Rabbi Yochanan said: "In every place where you find the might of the Holy 
Blessed One, you find God's humility. This word is written in Torah, repeated 
again in the Prophets, and repeated a third time in the Writings." 

Talmud Bavli, M egillah 31 a 
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a response to the word of God which concludes the Book of Jonah.1°2 As the text 

progresses, the instruments off er quiet accompaniment, driven by the harp, before a grand 

reentrance: "U'f.}.liP, 10~~: UQt)1~ ~~1¥:-May You return to us in compassion, forgiving our 

iniquities."103 The verse continues with "tJ~ r,;7~9::p. 1'7.1¥1:11-may You cast our sins into 

the depths of the sea," a clear connection to the watery themes of the Book of Jonah, and 

an apt metaphor for the tradition of Tashlich, where sins are figuratively cast into a body 

ofwater_i04 

The movement draws to a close with polyphony upon the final verse, as the plea 

for compassion inherent in these verses reaches its culmination. Rashi illuminates the 

verse by highlighting the additions found within the Targum: 

ilD:l ,;,,,r,~ i1'3)iti, tJili~N n,~o i,N r,•~~ ;,,t, NT1D"Pi ilD:l ,;,u~t, ~PV'i i110Wip ~;,,r,r, ,"r, 

ut, T1DNi1 ~r:,37,t, r,no~;, iiZJN T1DN~ ut, 1nr, r:,n~ r,,,r:,3) NJt, j'.:)jr, N•,r,~ r~ ;,,t, NT1D"Pi 

10s:7:::1ll,,~ ~'-= •= ~r:,37,t, r,no~;, iiZJN 1•,~, 

The Targum gives, "You shall give the truth of Jacob to his sons, as You swore to 
him in Beth El; the goodness of Abraham to his seed after him, as you swore to 
him in Batria; remember for us the binding oflsaac." Truly may You give to us 
that which was promised to Jacob; may Your word come true which you promised 
to Jacob: For I will not forsake you_1os 

102 One of the earliest citations for the inclusion of this text is found in the siddur 
of Rav Amran Gaon, who gives the Torah readings for Yorn Kippur, and declares 
the mafti r for the Book of Jonah is Micah 7 : 18. 

103 Micah 7: 19; see page 63. 

104 See pages 234-5. 

105 Rashi on Micah 7:20, quoting Genesis 28: 15; see page 63. 
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By having this text overlap,106 the music reflects the multiplicity of kindnesses offered in 

antiquity, heightening the urgency of the plea. Finally, the music ends with a unison 

recitation of this theme,107 powerfully stated with full orchestral accompaniment, before a 

long diminuendo through the end of the text. The final sound of the piece is a quotation 

of the nus a ch for the High Holy Days, as the orchestra offers its final instrumental 

amen.108 

l06 The siddur of Rav Amran Gaon tells us to "N':l.l:l i'tl!lr.l Nin 'tv'17tv Niij?il-call 

out three times the maftir of the prophets;" while this literally instructs the three 

verses read of the Book of Micah, it also supports the repetition of the text found 
within this section. 

107 See page 238. 

108 See page 240. 

- 34-



The Book of Jonah 



t,N,r.iwr.i, nwr.ir.i t,"JD ,,., o•,•wv ot,,:i 01N1:::i.ln t,:i pn,, ,"N 

.m,,r.i, omvr.i 

R. Yochanan said: "All the prophets were rich- it seems 

this way from Moses, Samuel, Amos, and Jonah." 

•lg\r.i :,·v,•i,t,-ir1 c:ir.il,, ~:::1\ :i:::1 ,.,,, :,-,::,·v, f r1•, :::i•r,:i, m,, 

our.ii, ,"Ni :,t,,:i m•t,o t,w n,:iw tn.lw pn,, •:::i, ,r.iN, :i,:i• 

. :int ,,.l,, o•t,t,N nv:::i,N .,,., m•tJo t,w n,:iw 

Of Jonah, it is written: He paid its wages and went 

aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away ft-om n,:,1, And 

Rabbi Yochanan said: "He paid the wages of the entire 

freight-ship," and R. Romanus said: "the wages of a 

freight-ship were four thousand golden dinars." 



JONAH CHAPTER I 

j1T tJl,)1 ,illi' 1~ jl)11l)l t"N tl~l pt, tli~11 0~1 pN1 

il,)1 1~ ''-' pN l't'1N ''tlW2 : p~r 1~ '1T~ , rr-ir.iN j1!l 

tJ1i~11 ;i'N 1~ 0'1N l't1i pN i1).l'.l tl~tlW il)0'1il 

.i'D i~!l jl)l.l~ll)l!l'1N rN tl'_'i''tl:Jl,)1,w il)''T 

i"i' j!l'11,t>.l~ 1~ jl).l~tlWl)l!l1N T'N il.li' il):1~3 

tlil)1'.ll)l~~i~ tl~i1 il) ;tl~l pt, i'V11~ ,W'Witl 

i"i' tl"l 0~11 ti'W ~ jl).l1!ll)l tl~i1 j1N ,i!l; i"i' 

tl~i1 j1N i'11, i'N o1,~~l)l~~ tl~i1 il) .W'Witl 

i"i' "T tl'D i"l 1~ '1~ ,i'N rN tlil,)1'.ll)l~~i~ 

tl~i1 tl~l il):1~4 .tl~l j1!l i'V11N ,W'Witl 

1And there came to pass: the word of n\n; 
to Jonah, son of Amittai, saying: 2 Rise up 
and go to the great city of Nineveh and 
decry its judgment; certainly its misery has 
risen up before Me. 3But Jonah arose to 
flee to Tarshish, away from i1j1i;; he 
descended to Jaffa, and found a ship bound 
for Tarshish. He paid its wages and went 
aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away 

from il~i;- 4But n·;1,, hurled a tremendous 

and decry its j udgment-My judgment. 

iDN fiN, i1:!lln:1 N1i111Zl'1.Vin 1D11)11) □' .:"!W'W,rl n,-,:;1~ 

1"n i111:lpi1 , , iDN , "n::i i1i111) iU':l1.Vi1 PNW □'i1 ,, ni::i.N 

,WI) 011)1) 1N':1i1,, TinN n,,w; 1::i N:!l1':l □•m,w , , 11)' 

11)' 1:li ,, iDN n1i:1pi1 n•::i, OJ:JJ1 1:li TD ni:111) 7;,:i i:1).)' 

i1Ni i1D1 011)1) 1N':1i1,1 'l'inN m,w, 1::i N:!l1':l □'i:1).) , , 

.<:n'7J1) □i1 i1:111Zln ':11ip □"1:l).)i1 iDN i11J'J ,N 1" ' i1:!li N,w iUl' 
11~1)1!> '::!71 t.. t.. 

'.<:n7' p 7'N1Zl 7Ni1Zl' n N :l"nD •nN:!lDJ ;,::nwn 11Zl).)'1 Oi17 iD1N ON 

:J"' : □'N':1Ji1 ' i:li, □').)D11Zl 

to flee to Tarshish-A sea named Tarshish, which is 
outside the land. Jonah said, "I will flee to the sea, for 
there is no Sh 'chinah outside the law of the land." The 
Holy Blessed One said to him, "Come, I have 
emissaries like you, to send after you and bring you 
back from there." A parable: There was a priest's slave 
who fled from his master and took cover in a cemetery. 
His master said to him, "I have slaves like you, to send 
after you and bring you back from there." And what 

Mekhilta did Jonah see that he did not wish to go to Nineveh? 
d;hRahbi He said, "The worshipers of stars and planets are near 
..,, rmon 

ben to repentance. If I speak to them and they repent, I 
Yochai must find Israel guilty, for they do not hear the words 

10:2 of the prophets." 

) 

i11i1., - 1 :l ":'f ., i1., 
T : - : • : 

.,PQ~-1~ ilJi.,-~~ 

1?. trqi2 :1bN~ 

il~i1li1 1.,l.)il i11J.,J-~N 
lT : - J" T •r·: r ·: 

;,n~v-.,:l 
JT : T 1• 

) . 
i1J1., t:Jj? ;~13 

;:t.,?l? NJp1 
:.,J!J~ onv, 

IT T : lT T T 

.,J!J~D ;, t.Z>.,ti>, n n,:i~ 
T • : - - J : • 

• r ) N~n~, ,n., ,,~, 
JT : • - T nT 

) . . . 
1 D~l W.,W7D 
Ni:l~ 

< T T T 

i:iw nn, □'i1 ' i i 1' 1ii rN1 i1i:iw nn, □'ipi1 .:i, ::iw f n ', 
'P7~ 

7ruw N,N i1).) N,1 □'ipi1 N1i11 mr:!l'i1 n ),)W i).) iU' :l0 i1 7 T~' 7.<: ' ::!71 
,, 

H e paid its wages- He paid its wages in advance, Pirkei 
though it is not customary for seafarers to pay the d'Rahbi 
wages of a freight-ship until the hour of departure, and Eliezer 
even more so, he paid the wages of the entirety. 10 

NiTl7 pN 

'D':1 i1n).) p i , □'J1Dipi1 □'D'i1 □1Zli1 □'Ni' 1' i1 ':l .:"111'1 

N, ow;, 'WJN ;,,,nn::i ,,;,w ;,r ,,,,, ,).)i m w v, ,,n;, ;u,, 

7'N i1i1D.J. i1:111Zln :111)11) 1J'Ni iUi11 . □i1''N 1N' :1J n,w i1'i1 

1).)i.J. 1N ,o•,v ::i m n ::im li:111)11) ::im:i N:!lDn N,1 ;,m:i 

.0111:i).) ,, ;, N,w ; m,J mo ;u;,1 □•,,on 

Nineveh- For they were God-fearing in ancient days
only now in the days of Jonah did they weaken to do 
wickedness; had it not been for those people of God, 
they would not have been sent a prophet of God. And 
behold: they turned so swiftly towards complete, 
unparalleled repentance- we do not find written that 
they broke their altars to Baal, or cut down their idols; 
from this we learn that they were not worshipers of 
stars and planets. 
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JONAH CHAPTER I 

rN Ol) tiN ,tJ' 1tr,N t)J'n 10,,,l ~ 1ti,~i,plJ~ 
l't'lV ,,. PN .tJ' ltl'iN ov,,ow ,vo,,,l N tiNnl)l 

- T 

1:i~;, 10~,o~r.i ,,.s . p~i:iv~ 1vnvl ovr.i::i rN 
''T PN-t)~l r_'T ,~ ,v:ivt,o,N-1V':i1Vl)l Ni,a 
,vi- ,~ ti'W ovJiti o:i~,ti ,vi- 1ti,~nVlJ~ 1:i~;, 
1~J o~;, mi' ,v:i~ . 1,vo:i'.:-t,,~:i ov ,~ , tJ' 

O~il ip m ,l't'lV tJl)Jitl t,t,~;, rN Oil)i'Jl)l!l~i~ 

-i-i~t,w ltl't) ~ PN lt,Ntil)lJ':iN rN tiN t),l"t,l)l 1'T 

wind at the sea, and there was a great 
storm upon the sea. And the ship was near 
to breaking. srn fear, the sailors cried out 
-each to their own god-and hurled the 
cargo from the ship to the sea, to lighten 
its load. Yet Jonah went down into the 
hold of the vessel, where he lay down and 
fell into a deep sleep. 6The captain 

was near to breaking-It appears as if it would break 
into pieces. 

the sailors-The sons of Adam who directed the 
freight-ship. 

each to their own god-From the seventy nations of 
the worshipers of stars and planets which were there. 

p ';,;.- ,:iw:i,:,1:i ,:i, ';,w:,w o;.-1,:,1 ,7w1:i 711 1' ';,w:, \r~:, :i,:i,, 

tl':1 rm:inn:, t11p1:i:i p; :ir :,, :, ~';, ,:i :iw:i,:, ';,~ :iiw:,';, 1';,:i, ~';, 

.m:r.io:i ';,;.- :iwp ~,:, o';,1;.-';, ,:i ,:iw:i,:, ';,~ 711:io ~,:i, , ;:,.:i:, t1Y 

, .. ::i ;m, ,:ii, C'l:l' :i\i:i :i':i1l.:l:l 'i:i~i.!in, :11:i~w ,:,,:, :i:i:iw w:,1 

.•i:i:iitr 

But i11i1' hurled-Threw away; a parable: The reason 
that God threw it away from the dry land, so that they 
could not return to the dry land, for it was where the 

;,w.,w,n ) 
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-n1, ~.,t,;, il1i1.,14 : iliil., 
- I <" •• T 1- IT : 

-,l'o .,;,.,, □~il-~N h~i1l 
- 1- )" : - T - T : 

;,:iwn ;,~JNi11 □~:i ~i1l 
lT : • T • T! JT : nT- l T 

tr1i~0;, 1N,.,~,s :,:i w;,~ 
• T - - J : 1•- 1•• T 

:i.,ii~N -~N t.V.,N N 

T ••• J· 

1WN □.,~~;,-nN 

1P~T~l 
1~0~, 

<·· -· 

~i?..i;7 
-~N 

T 

T -

ilJ.,!JOil 
T • • 

• T -
) 

il~JN:J 
T • T! IT 

□il.,~l]D 
11·: •• -: 1·· 

J•• : 

sea meets the river, and it was close to the dry land, 
which is always hard upon freight-ships. And see that 
it was so: You cast me into the depths, in the midst of Jonah 2:4 
the sea; the tides encircle me. 

;,r.h, ,D'il?N 'J!lr.i i1J1' n,::i ,w,r.in::i ir'.l1N iT))'?N '; N'Jn 

1ir'.l))1 ?NiW' 'i)) nN ::l'Wil? ,n,w i1J1WNi O))DW n,::i 

,n,w n'JW O))!l ,?NiW' 'i)) nN :;i,;,i,:, 'tt1:1 ir'.lNJW (l) 1'i::li ::i l:J' )
7

1) 
c:J' 'i ' 

::i,,::i ;,"::ip;, i1W)) ;,::i,wn 11.v))W Tl':J ,;,::i,,n;,, O'?W1i' ?)) 

,iPWil N'::IJ 1n1N 1Nip1 i1::l'ini1 N?1 i1))ii1 ?)) om, 1'7'.lni 

17'.lll)) r::i? U'::l i1J1' Ji ,i1::l'ini1? i1U'J ?N ,n,w n 'W'?IV O))!l 

;,::i1wn 11.!7))'1 Oil ;,::i,wn '::11ip 0'1li1W 'JN ))i1' ir'.lN1 

N'::IJ 'n1N r11p ?NiW'W 'i N?1 ?NiW' ?)) 'Tl1i il?Wm 

ni::IN ipWil N'::IJ 'n1N r11p O'?'?N 'i::11)) 'JN N?N ipWil 

.OW 1i1::l:J rNw 01pr'.l? 

A baraita: R. Eliezer said: Jonah fled before God on 
the fifth day of the week-why did he flee? The first 
time, God sent him to restore the cities of Israel, and 
they were attentive of his words, as it is written: "He II Kings 

restored the cities of Israel." The second time, God 14:25 

sent him to Jerusalem to destroy it; since they made 
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JONAH CHAPTER I 

'O~il PN ,li3)'0.l3).l",Vi ,,r CJ'N 'O~il l~'O•~~i' ,v,6 

i'N oti~t,w o~,, ,~ti ,,,, o•a rN o~,r' ,o.l~tV.l 
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approached him and said to him, "How can 
you be in such a deep sleep? Arise, and call 
out to your god! Perhaps the god will 
think of us and we shall not perish." 7The 
men said to their comrades, "Let us cast 
lots, that we may learn who brought this 
evil upon us." They cast lots, and the lot 
fell on Jonah. 8They said to him, "Tell us 

r"ih:::11 O'i1 ,;:;.,n O'N,pJ o;, ')NW o,n,r.m ,w \:i,n:i :i, 

:,""Ji':lll 

The captain-The captain of the sailors; they are also 
called the seafarers. In French: gouverneur. 

"How can you be in such a deep sleep?"-What is 
with you to be sound asleep? Now is no time to sleep. 

Psalm 146:4 will think- Language of thought, i.e. his thoughts, 
Daniel 6:4 "and the king considered" 

0':l m:i,m n1J'!J0 iNW l'i1 O'Nli .rl~11l :,\i,s::,i, ,:i\i 

p Nli1 mm inN ,,:iw:i 1,r.iN n,:inwr.i o;,,w1 01,w:i 

:i!V''N 'ii 'j?i!J:l U'llr.l 

"Let us cast lots"-They saw that other freight-ships 
were traveling on the sea in peace, and theirs was 
breaking. They said, "This is happening because of 
one ofus," according to Pirkei dRabbi Eliezer. 

:lJ ,.,7~ :1Ji?~16 

,7-;,o i~ 19N;1 ~~hiJ 
-;pry·~~-~~ NJi? □~lj~ □J7J 
1J~ □.,ii~Nil nwvn., .,51N 

lT •r •:: T S .. - : • -
• ff • 

W.,N 11DN~17 :-r:iNJ N~1 
J· : - , .. ) : 

i1~.,!:)J1 ~:>~ 1i11'1-~N 
T J• - : : .. .. . . 

.,D~W:!l ill'"'T J1 ni~1il 
•r : •: T : J .. : T 

~~tr, 1J~ nN·iil i11'1i1 
nT l - JT T T 

~1ili1 ~!:)~1 ni~1il 
lT - ) • - T I 

,.,~N 11DN~18 
T •• J : 

true repentance, the Holy Blessed One, in an 
abundance of mercy, consoled the wicked, and did not 
destroy it- they called him a false prophet. The third 
time, God sent him to Nineveh to destroy it; Jonah 
discussed it with himself, and said, "I know that the 
nations are near to repentance, and will make 
repentance. An infuriating truth about Israel: is it not 
enough that Israel calls me a false prophet, should the 
worshipers of stars and planets also call me a false 
prophet? I will flee to a place where the Glory of God 
is not found. 

i1WN Wj?:ll i1j?'Jr.l N'i1W:J mwN ;,r,r.iw Oil ,w:i 1,r.i, ,wr.i 

lJ:l nN j?'Ji1, lnj?'Jr.i, Nij? i1WV i1r.l ,u:i nN j?'Ji1, i1j?'Jr.l 

nN i1n'Ji1 1,r.i ,w mp'Jr.i ;,nwv ;,r.i ,:iv,:i i:lN' N'W 'i:J 

;,w:in,, i1W!Jn, n,l N n,w 1:i 1,r.i;, i1N,w 11':i ,;im:i, u:i 

,O':lij?V1 O'WnJ 1:l W'W o,pr.i, i1i'i1i1;1 7'1iONi1 T1':l:l 

,1,r.i, T1j?Vlll1 ;,:n:i i1T1'i11 iN:li1 '!J 'V 1'r.li1 ir.lV O'r.l'' 

;,m,v;,, 1,r.ir.i;, i'j?!Ji11 ;,,,v 1,r.i;, 'r.lni 1,l,lm 

.i1i'tni1,1 

A parable: There was a king of flesh and blood, whose 
wife died while still nursing, and he asked a wet-nurse 
to breastfeed his son. What did he do? He called his 
wet-nurse to breastfeed his son so that he would not 
perish of hunger. What did the wet-nurse of the king 
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now, you who have brought this evil upon 
us: What is your business? Where have 
you come from? What is your country and 
what people do you come from?" 9He said 
to them, "I am a Hebrew! And riiil~-the 
God of the Heavens-do I fear, who made 
the sea and the dry land." 10And the men 
were filled with a great fear, and they said 
to him, ''What have you done?" And the 

i7l)ii7 p ,,::i.w::i. iWN nNt?n ' I:)' .,~\ ,Wbt::1 ,i\ bti :,'·N :, 

:u, nNm 

"Tell us now, you who"-Against whom have you 
sinned, that this evil should be brought upon us. 

What is your business?- Perhaps you were 
transgressive in your work. 

rN 1'!JN i7i'U i7itU □ij?l:l lniN 'WJN 'V Nl:lW .bt::1l1 f' bt~1 

:i7::J. i7nN 

Where have you come from?- Perhaps a decree was 
passed upon the people of that place even if you were 
not there. 

:1Nt?n 11:lV Nl:lW .:"tl1bt CJ.' :"ti~ 'bt1 

What people do you come from?" - Perhaps your 
people have sinned. 

1WN3 N~-ili.,;lil 
·r: . - JT T • -

1J~ n N··, i7 i71'1 il-.,n~ 
nT l - JT T T • : 

Ni:ll;l 1:~Q1 ~l;l~N~ip-ilQ 
tJl) 

l- 1¥7~ i1·TD-.,N1 
I .. : r:. ilD 

JT 

tJil.,~N 1DN~19 :i7l1N ,.. .. -· -- . ) - T IT 

.,ii~N i71i7.,-nN1 .,~jN .,,~1' 
<•• •.•: T : •: : • n T J• : • 

-,wN Ni., .,JN b.,bt.Z:>i7 
.. T J· -: • - T -

) . . 
tJ.,WJNil 1N1.,~110 : i7W:!l~i7 

• T -: IT < : 1• - IT T - -

,.,~N 11DN~1 i71?iil i7N1., 
lT •• ) : T JT : • 

do? She put down his son and fled. As soon as the 
king saw this, he sent a dispatch to place her in prison, 
and take her to a place with serpents and scorpions. 
After a few days, the king stood at the mouth of the pit, 
and she cried and wept to the king. The mercy of the 
king rolled over her, and the royal decree went out that 
she be lifted out and restored. 

i V .l.ii7 ' Vl:l::J. CJ'::J. 1i'.l.Oi7 ;,"::i.p;, TD n;::i.w 11'~ i7J1' 1~ 

ow ii'' i7'JN N:!:11:l NS, l !J' ' ii' ,1N':!:11i71 ;," ::i.p;, 'J !JS PVW 

N'::J.i7 i7" ::J.pi7 i7WV i71:l ,O'l:l' 'JW 1' i71:l l!J'l:l i7'JN i7n'i71 

;,;,;.,, ;,naw naw, i7J1' i7Ni1 l!J'' ;,; ,mm ;,;vo m, i7'' V 

iiN o;,, il:lN ,'l!l; niW1' 1:l ,~,w Vil' 'JN 1W~V il:lN 

S" N ,;,w,w,n O' i7 "N' CJ'~,m 'JN ,,;, ,; ,,□N ,o~av 

Jl1'1 i□NJW ;,;~w 1ru1 O'ipi7 m ,, ,w ,::i., nnaw ::i. ,~"!lVN 

.:"t::1 ,.,,, :,-,.:;i-.i, " "I\ c )1' 

So it is with Jonah. As soon as he fled from the Holy 
Blessed One, he was imprisoned within the bowels of 
the fish until he cried before the Holy Blessed One, 
and he was brought forth. He went down to Jaffa, and 
found no ship bound there, for the ship for Jaffa was 
already two days gone. What did the Holy Blessed 
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men knew that he was fleeing from the 
presence of hin~, for he had told them. 
11They said to him, ''What must we do to 
you to quiet the sea around us?" For the 
sea walked and raged. 12He said to them, 
"Lift me up and hurl me into the sea! And 
the sea will quiet around you-For I know 
that this terrible storm came upon you 
because of me." 13The men rowed to return 

"What have you done?"-Why have you done this, to 
flee from before a Ruler such as this? 

. .rl',t,,V .l"l~T :"!l:l :17 1ir.lN'1 .Ni' 'JN ir.JNW ilJ:J .l~1"l 

mo ;,7,;. Nm ,:, ,ow;, 'J!l7r.i m,::i7 m r,,wv T'N ovom 

.Oi17 

filled with a great fear-Contrary to what is said, I will 
be afraid. And they said to him, "What must we do?" 
Meaning : "How can you do this, to run away from 
God?" For he had revealed his counsel to them. 

They said to him, "What must we do"-The meaning: 
give us advice on what we are to do. 

.1j7l'1W'1 1n1.)i!l'1 :m:i .C':"! til.l"l,P'l 

quiet the sea- As if: they rejoiced and were silent. 

1.u,.,-.,:l n.,w.u 
J : T I" T n• T 
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ilW.UJ-ilD ,.,~N 11DN~111 
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.,:l 1J.,~.UD 
r n .. T , .. □~;:t P~o/:117 

17?N~112 :1µ.01 1?.iil □;;:t 
-~N .,J~.,t>i71 ;J1NW □ii.,~N 
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□~.,~.UD □~il 
n·: .. -: , .. T -

.,~w:i .,JN .u,i., .,:l . .. . J· • T - J.. •< 

: □~.,~l] il·T i7 ~i1lil 1.UOil r: .. -: •J T - - s- -

One do? There came a storm-wind upon the ship and it 
was returned to Jaffa Jonah saw this and rejoiced 
greatly, saying: "Now I know my path to Jaffa is 
smooth." He said to them, "I will go down with you." 
They said to him , "We are going to the islands of the 
sea of Tarshish." He said to them, "Nevertheless! " 
And with joy in Jonah's heart, he paid their wages in 
advance, as it is said: He paid its wages and went Jonah 1:3 
aboard. 

7::i1 o7Nr.iwm OJ'r.l'r.l i1,))0 nn Oi1' 7)) ,r.i)) 0'7 i'IV,!l 

i1,ll::i i1'JN ;,mN1 ;,p,r,w::i1 017w::i mN::i1 m,::i1v m,rn;, 

1' i1 11W7 0'::l))Wr.l ir.iiN NJ'Jn ', ,i::l'IVi17 ;,::iwm i17iil 

7N 'IV' N NipJ 0'ir.l1N1 O'mnwm 1"T'::l 1i117N ,nN 7:J1 i1'JN::l 

1~))1i1 N71 1Nip1 0' i17Ni1 Niil ~ ll' 1 i1J ))' i'IVN 7Ni11 1i117N 

7::lini1 ::i, 1' 7N N::l ,17 '1))' 1 OiipJ i'IV!)J n , ll::i i1J1' ,i1mNr.i 

0)) i1i"Nr.l O"TiJ i1T1N1 O" n7 n m r ::i O' "Tr.li)) UN 17 ir.JN 

.i1T1N 

They set out to sea, and a storm-wind stood upon their 
right and their left, while all the ships passed by in 
peace and quiet, their ship was in great trouble, and 
was near to breaking. R. Chanina said: There were 
representatives of all languages on that ship, and each 
one had his god in his hand, bowing down. They said, 
"Let each man call upon his god, and the god which 
answers and saves us is God!" They called out, and 
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to the dry land, but they did not prevail, for 
the sea walked and raged about them. 
14They cried out to n\n~, saying: "Please, 
htn~, please do not let us perish for the soul 
of this man. Do not place upon us 
innocent blood. For You, n\n~, desired to 
do this." 1sThey lifted Jonah up and hurled 

The men rowed-They toiled and labored like miners 
underground. 

for the soul of this man-For the sin of placing a hand 
upon his life. 

71)11\ ;,,;, l\?1 ,ow, ;,1J'J :nwn l\?1 n,1)1;, wp::J1)1 ;,11\nl) .1?:iit'l 

.1;,1::i,,w, ':I o;,,;il) ·,mww ,,,, ,;,::i::i o;,';, 

He said- He desires and seeks to die, and not return to 
Nineveh; he would not have told them so had he not 
heard from them that they would toss him overboard. 

They cried out- Everyone believed in God, bringing 
honor and turning to call out God's Holy Name. 

. 7l/10 o,;, 111:::ill:::i ':I ,o;,';, 11:::in;,w .1,~s:,n 1'.!'iit:: 

desired to do this-That it became clear for them, 
while for him the sea raged. 
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their idols were of no use. Jonah, in the destitution of 
his soul, fell asleep-for he was very weary. The 
captain came to him and told him, "We stand between 
life and death, and you are asleep? Which people are 
you from?" 

~,p o,p 1,,;; 1'i1,~W uvow ,r, ,,o~ ,'::iiit ,-,::.;., ,; ,o~ ~"~ :iJ,, 

70~ ,0'::l i1WVW 1'n1~1:i!lJ 1,:::i:::i u, i1WV' ,,,~ 1'i1'~ 1,~ 

. c,,:, ':iiit ,1i'·:r~h, '11N'.!' n~t ;,1.r ,,,:::iw:::i o;,1, :i"•~ :iJ1' 

He replied, "J am a Hebrew!" They said to him, "We Jonah 1:9 

have heard that your God is great; stand up and call to 
your God! Maybe he will do for us like the wonders 
which he made at the sea!" He said to them, "This 
trouble is because of me; lift me up and hurl me into Jonah 
the sea!" I :1 2 

,t,,n;,w iV o,, 1:r,w;,; o;,,,v ,,:::ip ~, r'iV 11vow , "~ 

i1'J~:::iw o,,:::i ,,oJ iwv ;,o ,ro,, 1,p ,,,m ,nJ1 m,,u 

;,w:::i,1, ,,m, ,.r, ,,t,,p,;, ~,, o;,,1,po 1,p;,, o,, o,:::i,,wm 

,,o~ ,ro '!l0i1 'n::>7' ,v 1m;,opm m,, n~ ,,oJ ,,,:::i, ~,, 

;,o 0'V11' u~ r~w N'1'i c'i ,i~,v frm ':iiit 0,01,,v;, 11:::i, , , .. ~ ,,J,, 

i01V 0'i11 ,,m:::i:::i,~ iV ,m~ ,,,o;, ,W'~i1 i1t ,W i1WV0 

;p ,m~ ,t,,o;, ,,v,01 1,m 0'i11 o,.r~ ,m~ ,~wJ 1nvm 
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him into the sea. And the sea ceased from 
its raging. 16And the men were filled with a 
great fear of nj1i~ They sacrificed to n\;r 
and swore vows. 

and swore vows-to convert. 

They lifted ... raging-For example, as if they were 
sulking. 

And the men .. sacrificed- A fter they left. 

tr'WJNil 1N1.,~116 
JT -: T s : ,. -

-1n.:i,~, iliil.,-nN ;,t,iil 
: : I" - i,T : •: 

:cr,,J 1,~r, ;,,;,.,t, n:it 
I" T : T 

,v101 ,mv □'m o?:!lN 1mN 1NwJ ,mvm ,mv □'i11 n,:::10 

ir.lNJW 1?1:J 1?'t?i1W "TV (?'V?i:J) '1:i1 17N1:!l ?V 11N 1?'t?i1 

R. Shimon said: Still, they had not resolved to throw 
him into the sea until they drew lots, and the lot fell 
upon Jonah. What did they do? They took all of the 
cargo and hurled it into the sea to lighten its load, to no 
avail. They wanted to return to the dry land, but they 
were not able. They took Jonah and placed him on the 
stern of the ship, saying: ":t-v1aster of the worlds, do not Jonah 

place upon us innocent blood, for we do not know 1:14 

what this man has done." They cast him up to his legs 
and the sea ceased raging; they lifted him up and the 
sea walked and raged. They cast him up to his navel, 
and the sea ceased raging; they lifted him up and the 
sea walked and raged. They cast him up to his neck (as 
above), until they cast all of him, as it is written: They Jonah 
lifted Jonah up. 1:15 
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And R. Jeremiah b. Elazar said: "The gates of Gehenna 
have three entrances: one in the desert, one in the sea, and 
one in Jerusalem." 

In the sea, for it is written: From the depths of the 
underworld I cry for help; You hear my voice. 
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W"!J 10"1'1.:t ~ t,""'1:lVlJ~ t,~il t,~l PN 1 

"1 i"N iV11Vl t"N ilJi" rtN ,iilJi" iVlJ",W!t~J""~ 

rtN2 . t,:,pJ ""'11 rtN .:tpt, ""'11 W"!J rt!J 1""11VlJ"N 
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1h1il; assigned a great fish to swallow 
Jonah; Jonah remained in the bowels of the 
fish three days and three nights. 2Jonah 
prayed to il~i; his God from the bowels of 
the fish. 

m, t,t,!Jr1i1t, :it, rm Ni,, nPi:J iDlV i1'i11 i1'i1 i:lT .\,-,J l"'i 
'j?l::l 

lTlJ'?~ 'Jll ,,,:i,v i1Nt,Q i1!1'i1W i1:Jj?J t,w i1'!J 1mt, 1N'j?i11 ,lit, i1":Jj?i1 ,, 

J"J 71]7' 

a great fish-But since a man could stand in that space 
without giving heart to prayer, the Holy Blessed One 

Pirkei beckoned to the fish, and he was disgorged into the 
d'Rabbi womb, filled with embryos, and it was there that he 

~lieze;}~ hurried to pray, as it is written: from the bowels of the 
ona • fish. 

'D ,t,:iN Nt,w jDi1 rn t,NiW' ,,onw □P T"t:> jmN .:ii:,, 1r.i,, 
t,:i,v' Nt,w .:tii1 riN OJi'!J1 i1":Ji'i1 npt, m jDi1 □'n,t,w □'JW 

jD'1 iQNJ pt, jQi1 i1TQ 1:im:i t,:iN i1J1' tll1 PVD:J i1J1' 

7"1 71]7' iQNJ pt, tl'iDlV 'i t,:i,N i1'i1W M''r ,r.i,, p, j"Q ,,,, riPmN 

j?"'j? iQNJ i1T t,v, Nj?'j? jQ Nij?J jl' pwt,:i, jQ'1 tl'DV!J 'i 

:j"P 

i11i1' assigned-Refers to those sixteen days that Israel 

was without manna, for they did not eat manna a full 

forty years. Later on, the Holy Blessed One took this 

manna, and sustained the fish so that Jonah would not 

be digested in its bowels-and Jonah also ate from this 

manna. Therefore, it is stated j?.:l'i, the letters ,,,, Vt-

Jonah 4:6 sixteen days of manna. Similarly, ji'r'r jr.i,i-prepared 

a kikayon-for it ate four portions; therefore, 1r.i,, is 

written four times. And in Greek manna is called kika, 

which is why it is written kikayon-manna in Greek. 

i11i1' his God-Who combined justice and mercy, a 
merit of Abraham and Isaac. 

~ j?i!J ilJ1" 

~fr~ .:tJ hi;,; 19; 
i1Ji.,_l7N 1.;t,:it, 

nT •: - I. : • 
) . 

.,1'0:l i1J1., .,;,.,, 
J·· : • T <": -

;,wt,w1 tro., ;,wt,w J1;, 
JT : 1.• T JT : T -

-t,N i1Ji., t,~::,11~12 : 17;t,.,t, 
•: T J•• - : • - I •• 

: i1l1i1 
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'D' r,wwn i1J1' riN v,t,:it, lii1 i1'i1 i1J1QQ iQ1N i'NQ 'i 

tliN:l P!J 11rit, OJ:lJ :s,-,J l"'i :,i:,, j?.:l'i iQNJW !1'iVNi:J W'J 71J7' 

mNOJ!J iQN r,u,t,n:i PJ'V '!1'1.Zi 1'i11 ;,t,nl J":li1':Jt, OJ:lJW 

,mi,t, mi'ND 

R. Meir said, "The fish was appointed to swallow 
Jonah from the six days of creation, as it is written: 
i11i1' assigned a great fish. He entered its mouth like a Jonah 2: 1 

man enters a great synagogue, and its two eyes were as 
windows-that is to say, lanterns giving light to 
Jonah." 

i1i'NQ1 li t,w PVD:J i1'1t,r, i1!1'i1 r,,t,liQ iQ1N i'NQ 'i 

tl'D':JW i1Q t,;:i i1J1' i1Ni1 i1i1:Jl:J i'Ni1W i1Ti1 WQW:l i1Jpt, 

,rim1i1ri:i, 

R. Meir said, "There was a pearl hanging in the bowels 
of the fish, which gave light to Jonah like the sun 
shining at midday, and Jonah saw all that was in the 
seas and the abysses." 

t,w P!J 1mt, t,:iNrii1t, N:J 'DPW Vil' i1!1N 'N mi,t, lii1 t,"N 

,P!JQ 1mN1 'mN t,,~m 'JN1 ,:,~N 'J:l't,1i1 ,:, iQN ,jr,,,t, 

1i1iQ riN mN,:, '!1ii' ,t,,:iw:i ,:, iQN ,jr,,,t, t,~N ,:i,t,1i1 

1iVNi:J t,:in jr,,t,1 ii't, i'r1V 'JNW Nt,N i1V Nt,1 ,tl':J 

□ i1i:JN t,w mmn 1i1Nii1 ,□'i''i~t, 1nn i1i1VO mwvt,, 

,tl'D' 'JW 1t,i1Q PJ!Jt,Q ni:11 jr1'1t, i1Ni1 !1'i:Jt, t:l':Ji1 U':JN 

tl'D':JW i1Q t,;:i 'JNii1 jr1'1t, t,w P!JQ Tr,t,~;, 'JN ,t, iQN 

,rim1i1ri:i, 

The fish said to Jonah, "Don't you know that the day 
has come for me to be consumed by the mouth of the 
Leviathan?" He said to him, "Lead me to him, and I 
will deliver you from his mouth-lead me to the 
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,O~-' ~~ Oi'.l f'_'D t~!l t!l~"W-' ~~il 1'N" 

;OiJ)!lO.l:V:V-' i'D O~il i:V t~N 
, t:V'iW:V-' 1'N ~~il ii:Vi:VO.l~N t~!l ,,,~ tJ:Vi P!l 

_i,,i? r~a Oi:Vil:V-'~~ mo~;, 

t!lit::m:Vl.l"i~ 1'D OO~il o,,~,,4 
,t:VD' ,, t~!l t~~il f'N ,W'.l:V!l'O i:Vi f'N 

;t:VDU:V-'D~i~ 1'D O~il tJ~iOW i:Vi t~N 
t,.l'N t~ N tt,:vii :V.l"i ;vt,~ 

.i'D i:V~'N t:V-'.l~-':V-'i:V~'i~ t:V.l"t 

3He said: 

"I call out in my distress to il~;i;-

Who sings to me-
From the depths of the underworld 
I cry for help; You hear my voice. 
4You cast me into the depths, 

in the midst of the sea; 
the tides encircle me-

All your breaking waves overtake over me. 

From the depths of the underworld I cry for help
From the belly of the fish, which is like the underworld 
to me. 

,,wm;,w ow ,v ND'i ,m,,wm ;:, .7~l, y,:.wr.i \i:= 

:O'i1 nN p,no, ,::i.wo 

All your breaking waves overtake me- All the waves 
of the sea, since the waves break and divide the sea. 

from the bowels of the fish- this is Jacob. 

,:, ')Nl ,i1VW '!l::> i1.iii1 'VO:l n,,n, OiN:l n::> i'N .:111' ,:,,, 

.OJ ;,wvo::i. p, ,noo;, m 

Jonah remained- No man has the strength to live in 
the bowels of a fish for even an hour; for this duration: 
it must have been a miracle. 
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Leviathan." Jonah said to the Leviathan, "I have come 
down for you, to see your dwelling place in the sea, 
and no more; but in the future I will come down and 
seize your head and make a feast of you for all the 
righteous!" And Jonah showed him the seal of 
Abraham our father, and Leviathan gazed at the 
covenant, and fled from his face two days' journey. 
Jonah said to the fish, "I have saved you from the 
mouth of the Leviathan; now show me all that is in the 
seas and the abysses!" 

1i1N,i11 , '1:l:!1'0' ,:ii, ,oNJ'\V 01J'P1N ,w ,1il ,m 1i1N,m 1":J cJ1' 

wi:.rr -11'0 ,oNJ'\V O::>ln:l ;N,W' 1,::i.vw ')10 0' '":l'\V 1" :J cJ1' 

\i:= ,oNJW N1?1' ,,;N O'i1 ,,::i.wow 01po 1;,N,m , 'Wt(,\, 

i1'J1::>0:l f,N 'ilDV 1i1N,i11 1,:.j, ~j, 7~l1 7'1:l\11?:l 1":J cJ1' 

n,nnn ,,Nw 1;,N,i11 , t:i\iij,\i •"1j,:. :i•rr•,:. p,l:(:, ,oNJW r":i cJP 

\ij,rn ,oNJW DJi1'l 1;,N,;,1 , •rij,,w \in,(w fb:.r.i , o NJW ,.,,:i cJ1' 

1JN TN::>O , t:i•,:, •:.:.:1''-:i ,oNJ'\V ';, ;:,,;, 1i1N,i11 , "rr rirrwr.i T" :J cJ1' 

,n;mv o,,;, ;,v::i.w ,v o,,wn,w o,·m, 

The fish showed him the great torrent of the oceans, as 
it is said: the tides encircle me. And he showed him Jonah 2:4 
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:O..i~tV..i oov,iv,.i ~~il 1'N t~NS 
;P'1N V.l''i i~!l P!l t~'iOi~!l r~ 1'N 

tl?~l? 1~.l iVi'11 t,;v,i 1'N iV~~ 
.t,~ovo tl?'i,,,il t", 1')'1N 

,tVDUV..imi~ 1'D t~~il tiV0~,,6 

-~~r, r_'D tJ~i~ ot,r,,,,vl tV,,Vl rN t~,..i~"O 

sAnd I proclaim I am driven away 
from before Your eyes; 

Will I ever again look 
upon Your holy temple? 

6W ater surrounds my soul, 
the abyss encircles me; 

Weeds bind my head. 

And I proclaim-When I was lifted into the sea, "Here 
I am dead and I was driven away from before Your 
eyes " 

i.'.>'J.i11:i 'J'01N '::J 'T'lVi" 0'1:l'i1 11:iN 1,:::i 'JT'lr.l"PW 'T'l'Ni . 7N 

:11.V,P 1,:::i,;i 1,N 

Will I ever-I saw that you sustained me all my days, 
for I know that I will once again look upon Your holy 
temple. 

1i1Nii1W ,'W'i Jr.I 1,,v1, ,1,r, 1)10i Nr.l' .'WN,\ Wl::!T'! r:iio 
'P7~ 

7 TY'7>: ':t7 , i1lii1 'J'V 'T'lW 1'i1W ,:::im::i 1:iNiW' ,,:iv 1'N1 1)10 0' ;,"::ip;, ,, 

:o'::iw ;,r.i 1,:::i i1N1,11:i:::inom nm1:in 'nw rr.i:::i 

Weeds bind my head-Literally, weeds hang from my 
head. For the Holy Blessed One showed him the Sea 

Pirkei of Reeds, and how Israel passed through it-for the 
d'Rahbi two eyes of the fish were like two windows, and he 

Eliezer 10 could look and see everything in the sea. 

And I proclaim I am driven away from before Your eyes 
-They are the heavens. 

Water surrounds my soul-Until my soul was touching 
death. 
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the paths of the Sea of Reeds which Israel passed 
through, as it is said: weeds bind my head. And he Jonah 2:6 

showed him the place where the breaking waves of the 
sea come forth, as it is said: All your breaking waves Jonah 2:4 

overtake over me. And he showed him the pillars of 
the earth at their foundation, as it is said: the earth is Jonah 2:7 

barred against me forever. And he showed him the 
lowest part of the underworld, as it is said: From the Jonah 2:3 

depths of the underworld I cry for help. And it showed 
him hell, as it is said: Yet my life ascends from the pit. Jonah 2:7 

And it showed him the Palace of i11i1', as it is written: I Jonah 2:7 
descend to the roots of the mountains. From this we 
learn that Jerusalem stands upon seven mountains. 

n,p 'JJ. ow i1Ni1 ,mr.imn::i ;,v1::ip ;,,nw pN ow i1Ni1 

n,1,,1, ;,w1:iw, O'r.i' ;,w1,w i1J1' ;,,;,, , ;,,1,v o,1,1,nnm O'ir.11V 

o,pr.i ,i, 'T'l:lnii1 'JN ;,"::ip;, ir.lN ,1:11:inn;, N1:i1 lii1 'Vr.lJ. 

i1li 1r.im 'JN 1,1,nnr.i 1J'N N1i11 iVi.'.>:ll' N1:iw 'i::J i::JT li 'Vr.lJ. 

,vo;z,w 'i::J O'Ji.'.>p tl'n m::i::i, o,n1,N ;,"ow n,::i,vr.i 

,O'P'ill 1:iw 1n1:inn1:i mNnr.i ;,"::ip;,w 'J!lr.i ,'Jn1:i 1,1,nn,, 

And it was seen that there was a drinking stone fixed in 
the abyss, and there the sons of Korach stood and 
prayed upon it-while Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights without prayer. The 
Holy Blessed One said, "I made room for him in the 
belly of this male fish so that he would not grieve, and 
he does not pray! I will assign a fish pregnant with 
three hundred sixty five thousand little fish in order to 
grieve him, and he will pray before Me;" for the Holy 
Blessed One desires the prayers of the righteous. 

n1, illi ,i, i1ir.lN1 n,::i,vr.i illi ;,"::ip;, ,i, Jr.l'T i1VW i1n1NJ. 



JONAH CHAPTER II 

,OiVi'.lV.l 1'N :a~;, .liV::l 'i ?~!l 10.l~i.l 'i ~~7 

i'D i~!l [to~t,iZJi~!l O~il] iiV 'i 

. j?'::l"N 1·riN u,t,.l'i Vi'N 

, 1:avt, 1':D ::l~i.l P!l o:i~i::lV.l!l'iN OO~il ~, ,v:a~ 
.i~i11~'D O~.l ~, 

71 descend to the roots of the mountains, 
the earth is barred against me forever; 
Yet my life ascends from the pit, 

i1Jp; my God. 

Oii1ni1 7)) 0'))1::lj?i1 0'ii1i1 Tlir:l ')107 .'.li"'11' 'l:l',:-S ':Ii.:?\, 
:'Tlii' 

I descend to the roots of the mountains-Beyond the 
end of the known mountains-through the abyss-do I 
descend. 

N~N N71 iUO 'JOO i17))07 'ilJ:l . '"'1J.'::I :-S'Y'l',::! f1bt:-S 

:i □':J??) Nij?0::11.V i))::l 7:J p1 7"1;.,:. .Ii\,',:, rl,ltil 10:J 'i))::l ,071))7 
1"1 

1":J J.P~ 

the earth is barred against me-For I am driven away; 
II Kings above me it is shut and I will never go out. Barred as 

4:4 in shut the door behind you, as is all instances of 
Job 2:4 barred in scripture: skin against skin, a limb against a 

limb. 

'11:(1 'rlW,li 'rl,?:ll:( '11:(1 i17))07 iON\V i10 7)) :::iom . 'l:l\i1;.,\i 

:071))7 'i))::l O'illO :-S'Y'l',::! f1bt:-S 'rl,?:lbt 

forever-This refers to what is said above : I proclaim I 
am driven away and J proclaim ... the earth is barred 
against me-closed against me forever. 

'P1~ 'JT1'7))i1 01.V□l 0Ji1'l TN:J 'Tl'Ni i::l:J 7:JN ."I"! .lil"!W?:l \i;.,m 
1TY'7~ ':!11 

'' 7bt iONJ\V rJ)):J 0'7\Vli'::11.V 7:J'i1i1 r,nr, ilJ:J i1T1)) 'JJi11 
a":i aJP 

\,i:,t 'rl\,'s:,rl l~bt bt:.m 7w"1? \i:r:i \,i:,t ~,::i:,\i t'l''-'lbt 

:7w"1? \i:r:, 

Yet my life ascends from the pit-But I have already 
Pirkei seen the pit, and from there You brought me up, and 

d'Rabbi here I am now before the Temple in Jerusalem, 
Eliezer IO corresponding to what is written: Will I ever again look 
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'ii1 11.?71::l i1T1N ON 1))7::17 i1
11
::lj?i1 'Jil\V 1'))0::11.V N':JJ 1.V'N 

i::lii1 ON ))i1' '0 i17 iON ,1□)) 1))71::l 'JN 1N7 ON1 :lit') 

17 i1iON ,TT1'17 7~N 1:J7i1 ,TT1' 17 17 iON ,nON i□lN i1T1N\V 

i1
11
::lj?i1 'Jil\V\V ))il' i1T1N 'N 0'i1 'li 7:J 7)) 170 1T1'17 i1li 

li 17 iON , 7;, i17 iON ,1'))0::11.V N':JJ 1.V'N ))17::17 i1t li 7~N 

;,":::ip;, ii'W:J nm,nN nl))\V \V7\V::l 17 iON ,'T10'N TT1'17' 

71il ,v~:::i ;,,;,, i1lii11n))7:::i11,hn i'O ,P 'nvow '::l pn~7 

iONJW i17nn:::i 1:::i7 7m i'O ,')uo;, 1mo1 pm-r;, 1mo 

,Ml',:, 'J.'?:l?:l p:,\,i:,t Mi:,, \,i:,t Mil' \,\,s:,rl'l :i":i a J1' 

At that exact hour, the Holy Blessed One assigned a 
pregnant fish, and she said-one fish to the other
"There is a human prophet which is in your bowels 
that the Holy Blessed One has sent me to swallow. If 
you will spit him out, then good. And if you will not, I 
will swallow you up with him!" He said to her, "Who 
knows if this thing which you say is true?" She said to 
him, "The Leviathan." "Lead me to the Leviathan." 
The female fish said to the Leviathan, "King of all the 
fishes of the sea, do you know if the Holy Blessed One 
sent me to the fish to swallow the human prophet 
which is in his bowels?" He said to her "Yes." The 
male fish said to the Leviathan, "When?" He said to 
him, "In the past three hours, when the Holy Blessed 
One came down to play with me; then I heard." 
Immediately, he spit him out, and the female fish 
swallowed him up- and he was in great sorrow amidst 
the pressure and the filth; immediately he directed his 
heart in prayer, as it is is said: Jonah prayed to i11i1' his Jonah 2:2 

God from the bowels of the fish 

'l:ll.( ni:JN 1'J!l0 i1JN1 1n1i0 17N i1JN 0'071))i1 7l::li iON 
~"n'?p □'7a!1 

'Jni 7:J 7)) 71iN1 m:J700i1 7:J 7)) 170 i1T1N 'l:l'?:l'.!' ?'-'N 
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,i'l:l f'N 01Zi1:ini~!l 13.711:V..i t'N 1:i:Vt l'.'l:l t:Vn8 

,O:)~i:V..i O~..i l~ 1'N ::l~i1 

,,'i ~~ 1:vmv:V-' rN ;,1:,,!lr-i r~r.i t~N 
h~r.ivn ti''1:,,,;, P'i f'N 

tt>''i''t>1Zi'.l :V1Zi1:i~!l l~ 1't 101:i~;, o~,, 'i9 
;fj?'i~.l:V..i i:V''t tt~1:ii~!) 

8When my soul is enfeebled, 
I remember i1}i~; 

My prayer comes before You 
in Your holy temple. 

9Those who keep the vanity of falsehood 
leave behind goodness. 

Jonah z:s upon Your holy temple?-And my prayer came to You, 
to Your holy temple. 

\i'-:i,.v c-i~.v::i p, 01.!l!)J 'Jt?Vni1:l p, n1'i1?nWN:l -c-i~.vnM::i 

enfeebled-------When it grew faint; therefore, their 
Lamentations enfeebled souls as in enfeebled young. 

2:11 

My prayer comes before You-Those who worship the 
stars and the constellations. 

1:i.nv' mNr.:i □n:i.m, □,on ,:iw i111:i.pi1 nN7' .,::1,1,v• c'"i'0rT 

'":J c)1' 7ru,, □.nn p 7'-:i Mn::11'1:'( M'"iin \,?!:I N?N p 'J' N 'JN ?:l.N 

1'i11V □,on 1:l.TVW □' n?r.:ii1 ' !l?:J 1W7i 7TV' ?N 
1
7i 'j?7!:>1 

:17"lnJ1 □"1:JV? □':l't'Jr.:i 

leave behind goodness- The fear of the Holy Blessed 
One, from whom all good and pleasing things come, is 

Jonah left behind; but I am not like that- with a voice of 
2:10 thanksgiving, will sacrifice to You- this is how it is 

written in the targum. But in Pirkei dRabbi Eliezer, it 
is preached that the sailors left behind the shame of 
their worship of the stars and the constellations and 
converted. 

enfeebled-As in: because he will wrap himself in 
t 'fillin. 
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.,D7.;Jl;l ¾;?~ Ni;i~l 
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,:i , r:i.r.:i i1nN m:i.:i., ' T7 ,v,,, i1nN m ,,:i ,,no , 7m:i. 

,noJ pN1 1,1:i.:i No:i 'JD? mm, vn rN ,1l □'1?l □'7nor.:i 
,:i:i. , no i1nN ,:i.11 ,:i., ,:i, ,,10 i1nN n, n ?:i ,1'J'V , l m 

,ow i1nN □1pr.:i 

He said, "Master of the Universe, where can I go from 
Your Spirit; where can I flee from before You? If I Psalms 

ascend to the heavens: You rule over all sovereignties 138:9 

and are master over all the innumerable worlds. Your 
throne is in heaven and the earth is Your footstool. 
Your sovereignty is in the heights and your rule is in 
the depths. The deeds of all humanity are known 
before You, and the mysteries of each individual are 
spread out before You. You investigate the ways of 
humankind, and You examine the paths of all lives. 
You know hidden emotions, understand secret hearts, 
all hiding places are known to You; there are no secrets 
before Your throne of glory, nothing hidden from Your 
eyes. You order all mysteries and speak all words; in 
all places You are there. 

t:m?J:::i 7m ::i1m ,T?li tm:-i r,i-1 tl ' ?JW ' ?JW 7i-o::i ,,:in 

i~ ? ::J l'11?J1?Yl'11 0':Jtl? 0 " 1? l 011\:-i ? ::J ' WY?J ,p?J1Y::J 1rl?W?J?J1 

1 ' :J ' Y ;-,r, i- 1n , ::i '1Y~?J1 1p1n ;-,r,i- 01i- , ::i 1::i11 , 7';, m w11;i 

' :JY'W1:-i1 7 11\W 11.l::J?J ':JJY 11J?J ;-,wp :::i:::i 0 '::J1tl1 tl'Yi mm~ 

p1n1:::i :::iw, , ;-,r,i-w ,1riwp:::i i-'??J1 , r,,11w 71:irn:::i i-:::im ;-,':,1:rn:::i 

;-,1n ?J1 rl '?J?J rll\ip:J ,':J? Y:-i l\J 1 'i1?J1 ;-,1;, y?J Mip J , :::i, , p :::i Y?J1W1 ' ":J c) 1' 

1 m 1:i , wi-111,i?J ;-,r 1 :::i1 i-~n,w 1 ,1 ;-,:iy:i i-'?1 ,'J"n;-, rim, , r,yJ;-, 

? l\iW' l'11Y1W' 01'::J O?Wl\ o ;-,, JD? 1l'11WY? 1 1r1 '1? rll\ ,m':,y;-,1:, 

, 7\ Mn!:lf'tt M'"iin \,?!:I •i'tti 

Your eyes scout out evil and goodness, while I beseech 
you- from the depths of the underworld-deliver me 
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,,,, ~~ ro:i~t,w i,>.,,, 1'N ,v:i.~10 

;W'.lVi?.l~i tHl i,,i? ~ 0'1:l 

. ti,~~~:i 1'N t,v,, t~OV.l ii.l ~ :J.~il 1'N o~n 
".O~.l '':!. T"N ilV~W' ,, 

O~il iV t~N ,W'!I tJVi tO"ilV.l O~il O~.l t~N11 

. i11ZJ:J.' iVi ti'iN ?il.li' P'~WV.lO'iN 

10And I, with a voice of thanksgiving, 
will sacrifice to You, 

will make peace with my vows; 
Victory to i11P' !" 

11And i1~1i~ spoke to the fish, and it 
disgorged Jonah upon the dry land. 

iWN n1V1W' ow, O~N ;mm O'IJ~ 'i"'TJ .:ii.,~ :in,v,w, 

l:l'7'cn i1itp, ii'S :,n,f,v Mr.ii,:, p1 i1T1V1W'' m:::i i1T1V1W' , ';,, 
l)"W t... 

:1J7W 

Victory to i1}i1'/-I will pay vows of peace and 
thanksgiving towards the victory of i11i1'. Victory: as in 

Psalms 44:27 salvation; therefore, Arise and help us-to be our help. 

And I, will vow-From the bowels of the fish. 

And spoke-This is a metaphor; God compelled the 
fish to do the will of God. 
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from the abyss, and bring Your ears to my cry; fulfill 
my request. For though You may dwell a great 
distance, You hear as if from nearby; You are called the 
One who lifts up and brings down-please raise me 
up! You are called the giver of death and life-I have 
reached death; revive me!" But he was not answered 
until this word came from his mouth: "I vow to bring 
up the Leviathan, and prepare him before them, which 
I will pay on the day of the salvation of Israel-And I, Jonah 
with a voice of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to You ." 2:10 

mNo,n n"opnn ;u,, nN N'Pi11 ;.n ;,"::ip;, m, -,-,n 

i1WVW mN,!JJi11 mmNi1 ,:::i nN o,n,ni1 1Ni1 i1W::l'' 

C',J:l'.i'J:l ilJNJW 1'i1'N nN W'N ,:::i,,w;,1 i1J1' ov i111::lj?i1 ~"J cJ1' 

on,,v ,w::i ,,m o,~,,,, ,,v, rn,, mm ,l:(,w ~:::i;:, 

N,N ,m::it n::n ':::ll ,:i'S1"1l MN,' C'Wll:(:1 1N,"1 iQNJW rn">: cJ1' 

11.VN ,:::i, 1'J::l1 lnWN W'N 1i"'TJ1 n::it Oi:::l N1i1W ;,;;,n Tl' i::l 
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Immediately, the Holy Blessed One moved the fish to 
disgorge Jonah nine hundred and sixty eight Persian 
miles onto the dry land; and the sailors saw all the 
signs and wonders that the Holy Blessed One had 
made with Jonah, and they cast aside their gods, as it is 
said: Those who keep the vanity of falsehood. They Jonah 2:9 

returned to Jaffa, went up to Jerusalem, and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskins, as it is written: 
And the men were filled with a great fear. But was this Jonah 
sacrifice a true sacrifice? These covenants of 1:1 6 

circumcision were like the blood of sacrifice, and each 
man vowed his wife and all his children and all he had 
to the God of Jonah, and these vows were completed. 
Of them it is said: they were all righteous strangers. 
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And the word ofi'liil' came to Jonah a second time, saying 

-Is it the second time which the Sh 'chinah spoke with 

him, not the third time? As is written: He restored the 

II ~7ft territory of Israel from Lebohamath to the Sea of Ara bah, 

according to the word ofi11il' ... which was spoken by the 

hand of God's servant, Jonah, son of Amittai, the prophet. 

1!lil.l 1VNi' t:i tJV:li' 'r.l':l 1:i n:in,t, ilVir.l ilU'.l 1!lil.l1V ow:i 
: n:i,ot, nv,r.i t,N,,v,t, ont, 

Just as Nineveh was overturned from evil to good, so too 

in the days of Jeroboam, son of Joash, was Israel 

overturned from evil to good. 
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1And the word of i1,~i; came to Jonah a 
second time, saying: 2Rise up and go to 
the great city of Nineveh and call out to her 
the proclamation which I have said to you. 
3Jonah rose up, and he went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of i1)Ji;- And 
Nineveh was a great city of God, three days 

walk across. 4And Jonah started to enter 
the city-one day's walk-and he cried out 

Ni Tl71::>N 

And ... came-A second time. 

mnt,w, ON ,i11J'J pninw 1ii 11:i;, N1:i '::> i1i1' Nm .1::11? 

-11,, n'JW 

Rise up-God shows that he did not go on a journey 
that would keep him from Nineveh; therefore, if he is 
sent a second time, he will go. 

1i'.li11 i11J'J 1:iN i1J'!l0i1 'WJN 1::,1,;, '::> :i1))1W' ':Ji iDN .C?'1 

.i1'nWi'D o,;,1,Nr, n1,m U'DNi1 p 1:iv ,i1J1' i:Ji 

rose up- Rabbi Yeshuah said: Because the sailors went 
to Nineveh and reported the words of Jonah, therefore 
he was believed. And the word of God explains this. 
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started- It is said that overturned means that it would 
overturn itself through its evil deeds, but this 

. interpretation is not correct. Rather it is like these 
Jeremiah words · At this moment I speak 
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And call out to her the proclamation ... Nineveh was a Jonah 

great city of God- It is recorded that Nineveh is 3:2-3 

between Resen and Kalach, a great city. But how can 
we know if it is Nineveh that is the great city or if it is 
Kalach that it is the great city- from what is written: 
Nineveh was a great city. It is clear that Nineveh is the Jonah 3:3 

great city. Nineveh was a journey of many days. And 
it had twelve markets, and in every market there were 
twelve thousand courtyard dwellings, and in each 
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and said: "Only forty more days and 
Nineveh shall be overturned!" sAnd the 
people of Nineveh believed in God. And 
they proclaimed a fast and wore sackcloth 
-from the great to the small. 6And this 
word reached the King of Nineveh, and he 
stood from his throne, and he took off his 
mantle, and he covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat in ash. 7And he cried 
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Overturned-Destroyed. He did not say "destroyed," 
because overturned has two meanings: bad and good. 
If they do not repent, it will be destroyed, and if they 
do repent then "overturned" refers to the people of 
Nineveh; they will be changed from bad to good and 
repent-adapted from Rabbi Akiva. 

his mantle-An expensive garment. 

Ex~d;; believed in-Like: And the people believed. And the 
• essence is " in God,"-in the word of God. 
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courtyard there were twelve households, and in each 
household there were twelve strong men, and each 
strong man had twelve sons. When Jonah proclaimed 
in the market, his voice could be heard forty days' 
distant; his voice was heard in every household-and 
at the same hour these words reached the King of 
Nineveh. 
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out and said in Nineveh: "On the order of 
the King and his greatness, proclaim: 'Man 
and beast-herd and flock-shall not taste 
anything, nor graze, nor drink water. 
8They shall cover themselves in sackcloth, 
man and beast, and call to God in strength; 
let each man turn back from their evil ways 
and from the injustice which is in their 
hands. 9Who knows? God may turn 

He cried/or help-Commanded and proclaimed. 

By the j udgment of the King and his greatness-By the 
counse l of the king and his advisors, it was 
commanded to announce. 
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and call to God in strength-They imprisoned the 
handmaidens alone and the children alone, and said 
before God, "Sovereign of the Universe-if you will 
not have compassion upon us, then we will not have 
compassion upon them! " 

::nw , ,i":::iw 'n,:::i)) .;.,"11' •,: 

Who knows?- The transgressions which are in their 
hands, they shall repent. 
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Rabbi Nehunya ben HaKanah said, "May you learn 
repentance from Pharaoh, who rebelled greatly against 
the Holy Blessed One: Who is i1ii1' that I should listen Exodus 

5:2 
to this voice? In the same language in which he 

sinned, he came to the language of repentance: Who is Exodus 

like You, i11i1', among the gods that are worshipped? 15:11 

The Holy Blessed One delivered him from death, to 
recount God's strength and might, as it is written: 
Nevertheless, I have spared you for this purpose and he Exodus 

9:16 
reigned in Nineveh. The people of Nineveh wrote 
fraudulent deeds, robbed, and committed sexual 
deviance when the Holy Blessed One sent Jonah to 
prophecy their destruction. Pharaoh heard, and stood 
from his throne, rent his garments and dressed in 
sackcloth, and announced to all his people that they 
should fast three days. And they stood- men alone, 
and women alone; beasts on one side and children on 
the other. And the children saw the breasts of their 
mothers and cried, and the mothers saw their children 
and cried, and there were more than twelve thousand 
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and repent, may turn from anger upon us, 
that we may not vanish."' 10God perceived 
their actions, how they turned back from 
their evil ways; and God repented of the 
evil which was proclaimed upon them, and 
did not do it. 

God repented- God will come to God's senses about 
this evil, to tum back from it. 

NiTl11:::lN 
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And the word will turn: on the honorable Name. 

God perceived- That they believed in God. Like in 
E~~d~; Parashat Yitro: before God. 

repented-Torah speaks with the language of 
humanity. 
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people the day that Jonah was sent to Nineveh. Yet 
after forty days, they returned to the evil ways of the Job 24:12 

day Jonah was sent to Nineveh, and after forty more 
days, they returned to even more evil ways than at the 
beginning. And the dead were swallowed up by the 
depths of the underworld, as it is written: the dead 
groan in the city." 

nllJ N!l'lln Nn!l7n p W"iN ,:11'11'T= Cl':-1~~ ~~ ,~-,1''1 

'1:n 1m:::i70 No:::io 170 -rov, ,o71V 7W 1:i.m7 pw 7:::i ~,:i,7 

iON1 i17VO '!l7:::l Oi17W O'W 'j?J1' i1':llm ,(7'V7i:::l) 

'W'7W 01':l ,1Nt?n N,W 17N 7':l.W:l i1WV 71il ':::l:l:l i1
11
:lj?i17 

mw:i. NllO OiNW i1N'll0 17'!lN i1Vii1 O:::liiO 07:::l , , m 

7W O'J:i.17 ,;,nN1 ,0'7v:i., ,,,m;, m:i.,m:i., o,p,w:i. 0,0,:::i:i.1 

O'J:l7i1 1i'mm J't?7!Ji1 ,,no 170 7W J't?7!J:i. u:i.w 7?.i 

nU7'N 'JW 1N n1V't?J 'nW ,:i. 1'i1W Oi:::l1 Oi:::l 7:::)1 ,Oi1'7V:l7 

'nW 1:i. 1'i1W il:l p1 ,li1'7V:l7 01i'mi11 Tlii'V 7Ui1 lO 

7:::l1 i1j?ill1 t?!JWO ,wv ,,,mm il:li1 1Vij? 7?.i ,w n1'Vj?!J ~1P7' 
' J1Y1'W 

i17'j?O i17'j?0 ON ;,-,,n l'i 1'7V 7:lj?01 ;,-r,no 1i':l.W i1i':l.V t":JWil 

Nll1J1 ;,:i,-,,n n':l ,,:i.n7 OiN i:::lO 17'!lN1 ,i1!JiW i1!JiW ON 

Wj?:l ]'' ii1 i1W1V i1'i1 i10 .N'llj? N:::l70 i1WVO:::l '1:::i1 1100 1:l 

:1'7V:l7 ,,,mm 1100 1n1N l'Ot?i1W W'Ni1 1n1N7 w,,, Nll01 n1i1i ;,"7 Nll01 i1:li1n i1n1N 71.V it?W 

And call to God in strength- R. Shimon ben Halafta said, "If the persevering conquers even the bad man, so much 
more so the Good One of the world. The king stood from the throne of his sovereignty, etc. (as above) : They took 
up all their ill-gotten gains, and cried to the Holy Blessed One a great lament for what they had done to those 
without sin. And on the third day they returned all they had gained from their evil ways, even if it was something 
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that a person found in the fields, or in the vineyards, or in the markets, or in the streets-it was returned to its owner. 
Even if the stolen bricks were used to build the palace of the king-they tore down the palace and returned the 
bricks to their owner. And in every vineyard in which there were even two saplings or two trees stolen, these were 
returned to their owner. And every garment which had even two stolen threads, they rent the garment and returned 
it. They made justice and charity, and confessed every transgression in their hand, and received the judgment of 
Torah-if they were to be put to death by stoning, they were put to death by stoning; if they were to be put to death 

s.'h
~alkut by fire, they were put to death by fire. And even if a man sold his friend a ruined house and money was found there, 
mom 

727 etc., as was done by King Katzia- What would the judge do? He would ask for the deed to the same ruin, and 
would search fifty-five generations to find an heir for the man who had hidden the money, and return it to them." 
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Jonah God perceived their actions-R. Isaac said, "Four things tear up a decree of judgment which is placed upon a 
3:10 person: charity, prayer, change of name, and change of deed." On prayer, it is written: In distress they cried to iliil', 

~~1~ and God delivered them from their straits. On charity, it is written: charity will deliver from death. On change of Proverbs 

Genes;s name, it is written: God said to Abraham, "Your wife ... " On change of deed, it is written: God perceived their l 0:
2 

17: 15 actions... And there are those who add change of place, as it is written: God said to Abram, "Go forth/" and some ;~;t 
Genttt add I will make you a great nation that the reward of Israel is strengthened. Our teachers changed the order of the Genesis 

• fasts, the manner in which the ark is brought into the streets of the city, where the ashes from the roast are placed 12
:
2 

upon the ark, how at the start of the year and the start of Av, every member of the tribunal lifts and places them upon 
their head, and the oldest amongst them says to them these words of consolation: "Siblings! It is not sackcloth or 
fasting that brings about repentance, but good deeds!" As it is written: God perceived their actions, how they turned ;~;t 

Jonah 3:8 from their ways. And he said: They shall cover themselves in sackcloth, man and beast. And why did they bind the 
beasts separately and the children separately? They said before the Sovereign of the Universe, "If you will not have 
mercy on us, then we will not have mercy on them!" They called out to God in strength-and what was said? They 
said what Samuel said before the Sovereign of the Universe: "If one is humble and the other is not, a righteous one 
and a wicked one: whom should give way to whom?" 
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"A person who returns from their wicked ways and from violence," said Samuel. "For even if they took a stolen 
beam and built a castle with it, they would destroy the castle and return it to its owner." But Rabbi Yochanan 
disagrees, saying, "What was in the palms of their hands they returned, but what was locked in their strongboxes or 
towers, they did not return. " 
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An elder amongst them would say before them words of 

shame: "Our siblings, it is not said of the people of 

Nineveh that God saw their sackcloth and their fast days, 

but rather, God saw their deeds, how they turned back 

from their evil ways." 

1::::1,·i;i,, c=•-i!::::i \~, c=::::i::::i\ i),,-i~i ;-,1;,::ip::i iDiN Niil pi 

:==•:i\~ :ii:,•\~ 

Therefore, he would say in rebuke, Rend your hearts and 

not your garments, and turn back to :,,;-,, your God. 
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1This shattered Jonah, and his anger 
burned. 2He prayed to il}il;, saying: "Please 
hiil': is this not what I said would come to 

T : 

pass when I was in my own land? This is 
why I decided to flee to Tarshish. For I 

Exodus know that You are God-gracious and 
34:6 

'P1~ 
1TY'7~ ':!11 

compassionate, slow to anger, overflowing 
with kindness, and comfort towards the 
wicked. 3And now, illil;, please take my 

:ij?Wi1 
1
':::lJ 'JNW 0"1::>Vi1 lir.lN' l'W::>V ir.lN .:111' \i:,t :V,'1 

Pirkei 
d'Rahbi 
Eliezer This shattered Jonah- He said, "Now the worshipers 

IO of stars and planets will say that I am a false prophet!" 

1:l'inn N7 i1:l1Wn:i li'tn' ONW 'JN Vil' .,,=., :,1 i:,t':,:, 
: Oi1'J'V:l Tii'W i1'i1N1 

is this not what I said- I know that if they return in 
repentance, You will not destroy them, and I will be a 
liar before their eyes. 

. ow;, omw .:v-,,, 

shattered-That they were forgiven by God . 
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prayed- his interpretation. 
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Since it is firmly established that the Holy Blessed One 
saw the people of Nineveh had turned from their path, 
God rested from God's anger, and stood from the 
Throne of Judgment and turned towards the Throne of 
Mercy, and relenting said, "I will forgive you." 
Immediately, Jonah fell upon his face and said, 
"Sovereign of the Universe, I know that I have sinned 
before You-I fled from the desert to the sea in guilt, 
ignoring Your strength and power. And now I know it, 
as it is said: For I know that You are God-gracious Jonah 4:2 

and compassionate." 

'JN 'JN ,0'7 'J!l7r.i nn,:i1 'il:l::> 7V non i1nN ;,":ip;, 7 " N 
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0'7r.lJ1 rwm'l r :i1:in l'nliVWl 17'Vr.l1 lil:l 'JiWJ i1lii1 

n1r.l7 lW!lJ Wj?:lW iV lnlN riVllr.ll 1'7V O"liW 0 'W1Vi!l1 
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soul, for it is better that I die than live." 
4M'1n; said, "Do you rejoice in your anger?" 
sJonah departed the city, and sat east of the 
city. He made a sukkah there and sat 
underneath its shadow, until he should see 
what happened to the city. 6tJ'fit,~-n11i~ 
prepared a kikayon to spring up over 
Jonah, to be a shade upon his head, and 
deliver him from discomfort. And Jonah 

prepared-an expression of designation. 

deliver him from discomfort- From the heat of the sun. 

kikayon-A plant which grows upward with many 
branches, and provides shade, and this is its name. 
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departed-Recall again the words of Jonah, and that 
which happened before the completion of the forty 
days, as follows: he came upon a certain place. Also: 
Joseph took the two of them. 
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The Holy Blessed One said to him, "You looked upon 
my honor with compassion and came quickly from the 
sea; therefore I too shall have compassion upon your 
honor and deliver you from the depths of the 
underworld." For the heat of the bowels of the fish 
burned his clothes, his coat, and his hair; and there 
were flies, mosquitoes, ants, and fleas upon him
making him miserable-until he begged his soul to die, 
as it is said: He asked his soul to perish. (Jonah 4:8) 
From this it is said that anyone who is able to ask for 
mercy for his friend- or return him to repentance
and does not return him, will come to grief. 
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,nm, iW!lJ wp.::i.w 

What did the Holy Blessed One do? God raised the 
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took great pleasure in the kikayon. 7And 
God prepared a worm to spring up at dawn 
of the next day, and it wounded the 
kikayon, and it withered. 8When the sun 
rose, God prepared a harsh east wind, and 
the sun wounded Jonah's head, and he 
grew faint. He asked his soul to perish, 
saying: "It is better that I die than live." 

ir.JN' T'1 ,:n7 71'.lN'W mpr.i:i 71'P'Pi1 nN nJhm;i .7.r,1 

:1m ;i:ipJ 7,w7 

wounded-The worm to the kikayon. But where it 
should say 1~1-masculine-it instead says 1l'll
feminine. 

mnn;i 7:i npnwr.i n:iwJr.iw i1))W'.l u,m:i, n□N . .l"l'W',n 

:Np'nW ,"n p, "TN□ i1□n N'i11 i1'J:lr.l 

harsh-Our rabbis say, "At the time that it blows, it 
paralyzes all the winds before it, and it is very hot. 
Therefore, the Targum states: silencing. 

and he grew faint-pdmer, in French. 
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prepared, at dawn-The day of his happiness in the 
kikayon. 
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kikayon over the head of Jonah at night, and in the 
morning covered it with leaves, and each leaf was four 
handspans long, joined closely together. Four people 
would be able to sit under the shade of the kikayon to 
recite the sh 'ma. The Holy Blessed One designated a 
worm, and it struck the kikayon, and it withered and 
died. And the flies and mosquitoes were upon him 
from all sides-making him miserable-until he 
begged his soul to die. 
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At that same hour, tears flowed from his eyes like rain 
before the Holy Blessed One, and God said to Jonah, 
"Why are You crying? You have grief for this, which 
you did not grow, nor spread manure for, and did not 
water it-for one night it lived, and in one night it 
withered, yet you pity it. Should I not have 
compassion upon Nineveh, that great city?" At that 
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9God said to Jonah, "Do you rejoice in your 
anger about the kikayon?" He said, "I 
rejoice in my anger to the point of death." 
10n1n: said, ''You had compassion for the 
kikayon, which you did not labor for, nor 
did you grow; which was born one night 
and perished the next. 11"Should I not have 
compassion on Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and 
twenty thousand lives who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and many 
beasts." 

which you did not labor for-with plowing, sowing, or 
watering. 

which was born one night-like "overnight." It only 
grew for one night. 

who do not know ... - children. 

0' 7':JO OJ'NW i10i1:l:J 7np'Tl 0'71"Tl OiN 'J:l ,:,::i;-, :,,::,::11 
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and many beasts- Adults, who have the intelligence of 
cattle, and who do not recognize who created them. 
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same hour, Jonah fell upon his face and said, "May 
You guide the world with a measure of mercy, as it is 
written: To i11 i1' our God belongs mercy and Daniel 9:9 

forgiveness." 
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said- It is written in a way that listeners will 
understand, for would not God take pains for all of 
creation? And here is the essence: You had 
compassion on a thing which you did not make; how 
could I not have compassion for what I have made? 
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Rabbi Yochanan said: "In every place where you find the 
might of the Holy Blessed One, you find God's humility. 
This word is written in Torah, repeated again in the 
Prophets, and repeated a third time in the Writings." 
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18Who is like You, 0 God-Carrying off 
iniquity and sweeping away transgression 
for the faithful of Your heritage; You do 
not harden Your face in continuous anger, 
but delight in kindness. 19May You return 
to us in compassion, forgiving our 
iniquities; may You cast our sins into the 
depths of the sea. 20May You give truth to 
Jacob, kindness to Abraham; as You swore 
to our ancestors in days of old. 
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May You give truth to Jacob-The Targum gives, "You 
shall give the truth of Jacob to his sons, as You swore 
to him in Beth El; the goodness of Abraham to his seed 
after him, as you swore to him in Batria; remember for 
us the binding oflsaac." Truly may You give to us that 
which was promised to Jacob; may Your word come 

Genesis true which you promised to Jacob: For I will not 
28:15 forsake you. 
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Abraham commanded his sons to guard the way of 
God, to make righteousness and justice. Therefore, it 
does not said "and kindness," but rather "kindness." 
This truth, which shall confirm for us the promise of 
Jacob, will be the reward payment for the kindness of 
Abraham. 

,::, :,,:,, t:l~l "rtl':::::1~l ":::::1 pn~' t,w 1!1i'j?V~ .:ij.,:::::1~l -,~~ 
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as You swore-at the binding of Isaac, If it please, I 
swear-i11i1' declares-because you have done ... 
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And on mincha, at the beginning of the Torah service, 
call out three times from Like the deeds of the land of Leviticus 
Egypt until You shall be holy, and the maftir is Saviors 18:3-19:2 
shall go up, and the prophet Jonah, and Who is like Obadiah 1:21 
You, 0 God-Carrying off iniquity. And call out three Micah 7:18 

times the maftir of the prophets. 
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WELCOME 

In many ways, this recital has been a lifetime in the making. When I was six years old, Rabbi 
Sim Glaser at Congregation Beth Israel announced his new musical, Songs from the Book of 
Jonah. So many of my earliest musical memories are connected to this piece of music-waiting 
in line for what felt like hours while everyone auditioned; being on stage with dozens of puppets; 
singing for my community. When I applied to cantorial school, I wrote in depth about this 
transformative moment of liturgical theatre. And now that I have reached this moment, being 
able to revel in these memories has been such a joyful experience. 

My personal journey to the cantorate has been an exploration of my shared passions for liturgical 
music and theatrical endeavors; taking this opportunity to dive into the vast musical repertoire 
surrounding the Book of Jonah and uncovering these hidden gems while simultaneously 
engaging in my own personal act of creation has been utterly invigorating. Like many musicals, 
this performance will unfold in two acts. The first act tells the story of Jonah through existing 
material, while mirroring my own musical path: from the classical Italian texts of my earliest 
voice lessons, to the church Latin which became a feature of my educational and professional 
career, to the worlds of modem music and the contemporary sounds of pop and jazz. The second 
act is the premiere of The Song of Jonah, an original cantata for soloist, choir, and orchestra, 
which weds my love of storytelling to the liturgical sounds of our collective memories, filtered 
through my own idiosyncratic compositional style. 

Thank you for being here for this extraordinary moment; I have no idea how five years could 
have possibly gone by quite this fast. If this is your first time entering into the world of Jonah, I 
bid you welcome. And for those of you who have already immersed yourself within its twists 
and turns, welcome back. And now, let the music begin! 

THIS RECITAL HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 

Cantor Shayna DeLowe 
and the community of Congregation Rodeph Sholom 

Rabbi Joshua Stanton 
and the community of East End Temple 

The David Iselin Senior Recital Fund 

Cantor Howard Stahl 

Cantor Daniel Mutlu 

Cantor Azi Schwartz 

Rabbi Michael Pincus 



ACT I 

CHAPTER I N j?i!l 

SYMPHONIA 
Jonas 

Giacomo Carissimi 

JONAH 1:1- 2 
Haftarah Trope 

HISTORICUS 
Jonas 

Giacomo Carissimi 

PROLOGUE AND TEMPEST 
The Book of Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio 

Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco* 

CHAPTER II :i j?i!l 

IN THE BELLY OF THE WHALE 
Jonah and the Whale 

Dominick Argento 

JONAH'S PRAYER 
Jonah: A Biblical Cantata 

Hugo Chaim Adler** 

JONAH'S PRAYER 
Jonah (The Man Without Tolerance) 

Samuel Adler* 

CHAPTER III -' j?i!l 

NINEVEH 
The Book of Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio 

Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco* 

CHAPTER IV ,. j?i!l 

JONAH 4:5 
Haftarah Trope 

KIKAYON 
Songs from the Book of Jonah 

Sim Glaser** 

JONAH AND THE WHALE 
Louis Armstrong 

>!<North American Premiere *>!<New York Premiere 



ACT II 

THE SONG OF JONAH 

a newly composed cantata for soloist, choir, and orchestra 

The complete text of the Book of Jonah, with attendant commentaries, 
can be found by scanning this QR code. 

The Song of Jonah tells the story of Jonah through music in three 
languages- English, Hebrew, and Yiddish. This project is presented in 
partial fulfillment of the requirements for Cantorial Ordination at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 

This world premiere performance is conducted by: 

J. David Williams 

The members of the orchestra are: 

Kate Amrine, Elana Arian, Jorge Avila, Ivan Barenboim, Kayana Jean-Philippe, Roxan 
Jurkevich, Zach Larimer, Jonathan Luik, David Newtown, Joyce Rosenzweig, Susan Rotholz, 
Laura Thompson, Tiffany Wu, Julie Zedeck 

The members of the chorus are: 

Jill Abramson, Shayna Burack, Joshua Breitzer, Galit Dadoun-Cohen, Pedro d' Aquino, David 
Epstein, Phillip Fisherman, Sierra Fox, Leslie Goldberg, Ilana Mulcahy 

Cantor Gerald Cohen, compositional advisor 

Cantor Joshua Breitzer, recital advisor 



CHAPTER I 

Violin 

Elana Arian 
Jorge Avila 

SYMPHONIA 
Jonas 

Giacomo Carissimi 

JONAH 1:1-2 
Haftarah Trope 

1 And there came to pass: the word of ;-i1;-i; 

to Jonah, son of Amittai, saying: 
2Rise up and go to the great city of Nineveh 
and decry its judgment; 
certainly its misery has risen up before Me. 

HISTORICUS1 

Jonas 
Giacomo Carissimi 

Continua 

Pedro d' Aquino 

;,,;,,--,:i,- ~;,, 11 
T : - : • : 1-

:ii?N? 'PQWi~ ;,i;,-i,~ 
i1Jtri,~ 1~ 0 ~i'°2 

i1'1,.ti Nij?~ ;,1,ii.m i'.tlil 
T <'I "." T J T : lT : - ) • T 

:'~7 t:llJlJ1 i1t17lJ-'f. 

Jonah heard the voice of God, 
and was filled with a great fear, 

and went down in a ship bound for Tarshish, 
that he might flee and save himself 

from the face of God. 

Audivit Jonas vocem Domini, 
et timuit timore magno 
et descendit in navim euntem in Tharsim, 
ut fugeret et eriperet se 
a facie Domini. 

Pedro d' Aquino, continua 

GIACOMO CARISSIMI (1605-74) spent the majority of his life living in Rome, where he served as 
maestro di cappella at the Collegium Germanicum. While little is known of his personal life, is 
musical output included sixteen biblical oratorios, which were especially popular during the 
Lenten season, when the performance of opera was prohibited. Written some time prior to 1649, 
Jonas tells the story of the book of Jonah using the Latin Vulgate as well as occasional 
interpretation from an unknown librettist. The piece is written for soloists, double chorus, two 
violins, and continuo.2 

1 Jonah 1 :3 

2 Romagnoli, A (2006). Jephte; Jonas; Dai piu riposti abissi. Naxos Music Library. 

Encyclopa:dia Britannica, Inc. Giacomo Carissimi. Encyclopa:dia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/ 
biography/Giacomo-Carissimi 
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CHAPTER I 

PROLOGUE AND TEMPEST3 

The Book of Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio 
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, Mail Signor mando un gran vento sopra al mar, 
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, E unable gran tempesta sorse in mezzo al mar, 

so that the ship was like to be broken. Siche la nave era inperiglio. 
Then the mariners were afraid, E temevano i marinai, 

and cried every man unto his god, E ognuno supplicava il proprio dio, 
and cast forth the wares into the sea, Gettavano le merci in fondo al mar, 

to lighten the ship of them. la nave ad alleggeri r. 
But Jonah was gone down into the Ma Giona era sceso nelda 

sides of the ship; and was fast asleep, stiva della nave e dormivaforte, 
And lay down, and was fast asleep. E giaceva, e dormivaforte. 

Cello Clarinet Trombone 

David Newtown Ivan Barenboim Julie Zedeck 

Bass Tenor Saxophone Percussion 

Jonathan Luik Zach Larimer Roxan Jurkevich 

Flute Trumpet Piano 

Chessy Weiner Kate Amrine Pedro d' Aquino 
Joyce Rosenzweig 

Men's Chorus: Cantor Joshua Breitzer, Will Brockman, David Epstein, Phillip Fisherman 

Julian Chin, conductor 

MARIO CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO (1895-1968) was an internationally renowned composer and 
teacher. The Book of Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio (Opus 151 ), was written in 1951, and premiered 
September 30th, 1954 at the Sagra Musicale Umbra, the oldest musical festival in Umbria, now 
in its 79th year. Written for soloist, men's chorus, and orchestra-in an untraditional, big band 
influenced combination-the score remains unpublished. The original manuscript is held at the 
Library of Congress with the remainder of his papers, and is presented here in excerpt as its 
American premiere of this work. 4 

3 Jonah 1 :4-5; text adapted by Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco from the King James Version. 

4 With thanks to the Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco estate, and Diana Castelnuovo-Tedesco for her warm advice and 
enthusiasm. 

Biography. Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco. (2018, February 27). https://mariocastelnuovotedesco.com/biography/ 
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CHAPTER II 

IN THE BELLY OF THE WHALE5 

Jonah and the Whale 
Dominick Argento 

A wild wallowing whale, by God's own will 
Beaten up from the abyss, by that boat was floating. 

Well aware of the man awash in the waters, 
The whale swam swiftly to swallow him up; 
Touching nary a tooth, Jonah tumbled down its throat. 

With a mighty surge the fish swept to the bottom of the sea, 
Where rough rocks rolled in the raging currents, 
With the man in its maw, much tortured by dread; 
Little wonder it was that he wept in woe! 

Tenor Saxophone 

Zach Larimer 

Trumpet 

Kate Amrine 

Trombone 

Julie Zedeck 

Harp 

Tiffany Wu 

:i j?i!l 

DOMINICK ARGENTO (1927~2019) was born in Pennsylvania, earning degrees from Peabody 
Conservatory and the Eastman School of Music. He joined the faculty of the University of 
Minnesota in 1958, where he taught generations of students while crafting a unique musical 
language all his own. He devoted much of his career to vocal music, writing operas and 
oratorios, including Jonah and the Whale, written in 1973 and jointly commissioned by 
Plymouth Congregation Church and the Cathedral Church of Saint Mark in Minneapolis, MN. 
The libretto, the composer's own, is formed by his translation of Patience, or Jonah and the 
Whale, a medieval English poem, as well as the texts of traditional sea shanties, work songs, and 
the biblical text of the Book of Jonah. 6 

5 Text by Dominick Argento, inspired by Jonah 2: 1-2. 

6 Composer Biography: Dominick Argento. Boosey & Hawkes. https://www.boosey.com/composer/ 
Dominick+ Argento?ttype=BI OG RAPHY 
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CHAPTER II 

JONAH'S PRAYER7 

Jonah: A Biblical Cantata 
Hugo Chaim Adler 

Out of my affliction I called upon the Lord, 
and He answered me 
Out of the belly of the netherworld, 
I cried upon the Lord, and Thou headset my voice. 

For Thou didst cast me into the depth in the heart of the sea; 
And the flood was round about me, 
all Thy waves and Thy billows passed over me, 
and I said: 

"I am cast out before Thine eyes when my soul fainted within me, 
I remember the Lord and my prayer came into Thy Holy Temple." 

Therefore I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 
That which I have vowed, I will pay, salvation is of the Lord. 
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HUGO CHAIM ADLER (1894- 1955), born in Germany, he fled his native Mannheim in 1939, 
carrying with him dozens of manuscripts which otherwise would have been subject to 
destruction. Upon his arrival in America, he served as the cantor and music director of Temple 
Emanuel in Worcester, MA, where he premiered many of his compositions, including numerous 
cantatas and two complete services. Jonah: A Biblical Cantata, written in 1949, was composed 
for cantor, choir, and orchestra-yet the only extant music that remains is a single vocal score, 
devoid of accompaniment, and held by the National Library in Israel. The orchestration 
presented here is a recreation based on existing cue notes from the score, as well as an 
examination of his wider canon of works. His papers, which include myriad examples of 
composition and correspondence, are held by the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York, where he served in an advisory capacity from its founding. 8 

7 Jonah 2:3- 5; 8; 10 from The Book of Jonah: An American Translation. University Press of Chicago. 

s Adler, Hugo. Milken Archive of Jewish Music. https ://www.milkenarchive.org/artists/view/hugo-adler 
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CHAPTER II :i j?i!l 

JONAH'S PRAYER 
Jonah (The Man Without Tolerance) 

Samuel Adler 
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"I call out in my distress to ~J?T?
Who sings to me-

From the depths of the underworld 
I cry for help; You hear my voice. 

You cast me into the depths, 
in the midst of the sea; 

the tides encircle me-
All your breaking waves overtake over me. 
And I proclaim I am driven away 

from before Your eyes; 
Will I ever again look 

upon Your holy temple? 
Water surrounds my soul, 

the abyss encircles me; 
Weeds bind my head. 
I descend to the roots of the mountains, 

the earth is barred against me forever; 
Yet my life ascends from the pit, 

~)?1: my God. 
When my soul is enfeebled, 

I remember ~17\ 
My prayer comes before You 

in Your holy temple. 
Those who keep the vanity of falsehood 

leave behind goodness. 
And I, with a voice of thanksgiving, 

will sacrifice to You, 
will make peace with my vows; 

Victory to ~)?1, ! " 
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SAMUEL ADLER (born 1928) is one of the foremost composers and educators of the twentieth 
century. Jonah: The Man Without Tolerance, written in both German and English, was 
commissioned by the Bach Choir of the Christ's Kirche in Mannheim, Germany, and premiered 
there in 2004. While he is appropriately lauded for his rhythmic complexity and his melodic 
variety, he is likely best known to synagogue communities for his indelible setting of Halvf otzi.9 

9 Jonah 2:3-10; Samuel Adler: Composer. Samuel Adler: Biography. https://www.samuelhadler.com/biography 
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CHAPTER III 

NINEVEHl0 

The Book of Jonah: A Biblical Oratorio 
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco 

So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 
according to the voice of the Lord. 

Giona si alzo e ando verso Nineve, 
secondo il comando del Signor. 

Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city 
of three days' journey. 

Or Nineve era un immensa cittade 
a tre giorni di marcia. 

And Jonah began to enter into the city 
one day's journey, 

and he cried, and said, 
"Yet forty days, and Nineveh 

shall be overthrown!" 

E Giona giunse alle porte della cittade 
ad un giorno di marcia 
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e grido cosi, 
"Fra quaranta giorni Nineve 
distrutta sara. " 

Flute Trumpet 
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Oboe Trombone 
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MARIO CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO (1895-1968) wrote an astonishing quantity and variety of 
music throughout his lifetime. Born in Florence, and educated at the Conservatory in Bologna, 
his virtuosic technique and unparalleled sense of rhythmic adventurousness inspired a 
compositional output that spans a wide array of genres and styles. While he is known within the 
cantorate for his inventive settings of liturgy and sephardic folk songs, during his time in 
America he began to tum his attention more towards film composition, including the scores to 
And Then There Were None (1945) and The Loves of Carmen (1948). In addition to his 
compositional work, he was a beloved teacher, and his students include musical luminaries such 
as Henry Mancini, Nelson Riddle, and John Williams. 

10 Jonah 3:3- 4; text adapted by Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco from the King James Version. 
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CHAPTER IV 

JONAH 4:5 
Haftarah Trope 

5Jonah departed the city, and sat east of the city. i'P.? t:l""r8..Q :J~.1 .,,~ry-11~ hJi' N~15 

:J1¥;~1 n~12 ot ;, un,,~1 
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He made a sukkah there and sat 
underneath its shadow, 
until he should see what happened to the city. 

KIKAYONll 

Songs from the Book of Jonah 
Sim Glaser 

Kikayon, finest friend I've ever known, 
sweetest tree that's ever grown, I give my thanks to you. 
Laying down my weary mind was all but drowned. 
Now there's nothing but the sound of your rustling leaves. 

Kikayon, purest flower the wind has blown, 
I'm praising God your seed was sown, I find comfort in your shade. 
People cheat and lie, but all you do is satisfy. 
Be my plant for all my life, my kikayon. 

And God designated a worm at dawn to gnaw through the essence of the kikayon. 
Soon the happiest moment Jonah had ever known was gone. 

Kikayon, withered leaves reveal the sun. 
Better I should die alone, than live with such distress. 
I've been blue before, when I lost something I adore, 
but tell me what is all this for? And where's my kikayon? 

God asked Jonah, "Why so sad? To pity a possession that you hardly had. 
You did not labor to make it grow not even a tad. Calm down." 

Violin Clarinet Piano 
Guitar Recorder Joyce Rosenzweig 

Elana Arian Ivan Barenboim Unison Choir 

Electric Guitar Percussion 
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Dr. Gordon Dale Sierra Fox 
Elenbogen-Siegel, Leslie 
Goldberg, Ilana Mulcahy, 

Margo Wagner 

11 Inspired by Jonah 4 6- 10. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RABBI SitvfEON GLASER (1955-2023), the son of a rabbi father and a holocaust survivor mother, 
was ordained by HUC-JIR in 1989. He began his career at Congregation Beth Israel in West 
Hartford CT before spending the remainder of his career at Temple Israel in Minneapolis, MN. 
As a composer, he was known as the "rock and roll rabbi," and he wrote numerous songs and 
multiple musicals, including Songs from the Book of Jonah and The Dragon Who Liked to Spit 
Fire. His book Pieces of Work: 36 Sermons, Conversations, Stories and Mystical Musings was 
published in 2023_12 

JONAH AND THE WHALE13 

Louis Armstrong 

Jonah was a man got a word from the Lord, 
to go and preach the gospel to a sinful land. 
But he got on a ship and he tried to get away, 
and he ran into a storm in the middle of the sea. 

Now the Lord, he made the waves just to roll so high, 
the ship began to sink and they all began to cry. 
So they pulled old Jonah out of the hold, 
and they chucked him in the water just to lighten up the load. 

Now the Lord made a whale long and wide 
And he swallowed up Jonah hair and hide! 
Now Jonah starts to pray in the belly of the whale, 
He repented of his sins like a man in jail. 

Lord, Lord, wasn t that a fish! 
Lord, Lord, wasn t that a fish! 
Lord, Lord, wasn t that a fish! 
Lord, Lord, wasn t that a fish! 

Now Jonah must have been a bad man, he must have been a sinner! 
Cause when the whale got him down he didn't like his dinner! 
Well he swam around the ocean sick as he could be, 
And after three days- whoop!- he had to set him free! 

So the whale spit Jonah out on the dry land, 
And he went on to preaching like a righteous man. 
Then the people quit their sins when they heard him in the town, 
So when you hear the call don't you tum the gospel down. 

12 Rabbi Simeon "Sim" Glaser. (2023, April 18). https://www.hodroffepsteinmemorialchapels.com/obituaries/ 
Simeon-Sim-Glaser/#!/Obituary 

13 This text is inspired by the major story moments of the Book of Jonah, predominantly found within the first three 
chapters. It does, however- likely inadvertently- refer to some midrash in the fourth verse, particularly Yalkut 
Sh 'moni Nach 550. 
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JONAH AND THE WHALE 
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Soloists: Shayna Burack, Sierra Fox, Beth Reinstein 
Choir: Cantor Joshua Breitzer, Will Brockman, Samantha 
Chamberlin, Sarina Elenbogen-Siegel, David Epstein, Phillip 
Fisherman, Ilana Mulcahy 

L0UISAiuvfSTR0NG (1901-1971) defined the sound of jazz music for a generous. Known for his 
distinctive voice and fearless trumpet solos, his songs are heard around the world. Louis 
Armstrong grew up in a diverse New Orleans. He purchased his first trumpet with money he 
earned working for the Jewish Kamofsky family, and wore a Star of David necklace in tribute to 
their kindness his entire life. Towards the end of his life, he wrote Louis Armstrong + The 
Jewish Family in New Orleans, LA., The Year of 1907, documenting his time spent with the 
Kamofsky family and their influence upon him. "Jonah and the Whale" comes from his 1958 
album, Louis and the Good Book, which features a mixture of spirituals and original tunes in 
lively arrangements. The conductor's score is currently held within the Smithsonian Archives, 
and it is presented here in its original arrangement.14 

14 Biography. Louis Armstrong House Museum. https://www.louisarmstronghouse.org/biography/ 
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THE SONG OF JONAH 
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