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OllAPTER I 

It 
BIOGRAPHY OF JUDAH LOB RAPOPORT 

A 4oeper knowledge of Juda.ism was une.xpeotedly ar-ouaed in a coun

try which cultured Jews were aoouatomed to deapise. l As it was .formerly 

asked, what good onn come out of Galilee, so it was said, what good can 

come out or Galicia? Yet from this very plaoe thet•e oame .fruitful seeds 

whioh davel1.1ped. ini;o healthy blossoms.. But were we to penetrate beyond the 

surface or things we would not be surpriGed at the !'ac:rt; ·thE.l.t the rlowe:r or 

oulture sprouted in the soil of Ga.11,oia., for Galioia was not a 11ba.rren-plaoe, 

a dosert" ..... but ·the abode 0£ Jewish learning tor htmdl"ed1J of yoar9. And• 

moreover, General culture began to :manifest its inf'luenoe at the end ot 

the 18th oon:bury. In 1772 the provinoe of GaUoia 'Wf.l.s annexed to the Aus ... 

tria.n empire, which event afforded great relief to the opp:rassed Je'Wl, ;tor 

they were no longer subjugated to the whims and oaprit,es of every Polish 

nobleman, but were now ·governed by the laws of the Austrian empire. ln 

addition to the material and politioal benefit aoo:ruing from the annexaticn:, 

the tTewa reoe:tved the benefit of the general oultm:•e, whioh emanated ti-orn 

Germany and entered through the window{ as it were, into the Jewhh schools 

or learning. Joseph Il bent all his effort and energy toward the propaga

tion of culture. His aspirations were to oombine the various elem.en-ts of 

his conglomerate empire into a unified whole, and he hoped to aooom.plisha 

this by instilling into them the general oultu:re, so that they mlght poueaa 

a oomm,:m tongue, a oomm.011 goal. Si:noe ·their jargon was somewhat akin to 

German, Emperor tToaeph desired especially to implant tho 1•oots of learning 
)(0 

in" tho hearts or ·bhe ,Jews. who resided in his realrn.. Two causes prevented 

_ .. _ .. ,._ .. _______ ,. _____ ,,_, _____ , -· -· --·-"·--··-·-·--q .. ,""""'10 .. --ct ........... ,. 

l • Graetz, Rist or the Jews, ·vol 5. P• 60f. 



him from oar:rying out his program. ln the :f'irst place hh reign was of 

short dut•a.tion and he hilnsalf at the end of his reign was oompelled to 

tear dc,vm many of the buildings which he had erected on. a weak foundation,. 

In the saoond plaoe, he ut:tlbed unfortunate means to aooomplish his ptU"-

poae, since his .goal was not so muoh to inoulot:1.te knowledge, but ·to in:fluenoe 

them to se·.,-er their oonneotions with their faith,lhe school houses were 

usually pb,oes where atheism was rampa.rrb, tho men who were seleoted to su~ r

vise we:re men who ridiculed religi.ous matters. This state 0£ o.:f'fairs did 

not aid the spread of oulture but rather hindered it.. Men who were loyal 

to their religious oonviotions began to suspect the new oultm•e, and those 

subjects whio~ formerly wera regarclod as innocent and innoou.oua, were now 

considered as pathways leading to the brink of agnoat:toism and apostasy. 

This attemp·b or ,Joseph II to compel Jews to drink from the wells o.f general 

learning constituted a great loss to the cultural development 0£ Jewry, 

for had ho proceeded properly, had he utilized the proper agenoies, hie 

aim and goal would have been successful, :f.'01· ·bhe times and conditions were 

very fa:vorable for ·the gwowth of ault\n•a. 

To stem the tide of culture whioh then swept through Galiotan 

Jewry, theram: aroae a ..:D..J. -r.: () :n an ultra . orthodoxy which fought the new 

oul ture tooth and nail~ Even the11 •T >- :> j\"Q began to regard with suspicion 

seoula.r studies. Bu:b no man oan stop the onrushing floods of' knowledge 

and eduoat:Lon. In the large cities the rum.ors and reports or the l·~".l.. J\1.::i VJ i1 

enthralled tho imagination and oaptivrated the mind of' the youth. The rioh 

merohants also aided the movement by bringing back the new idoaa whioh they 

oontraoted on ooming in oontact with the disciples 0£ Mendelsohn. Th~e 

seeds of a new int el leotual mo·vement wore sown• and henoe it is not at all 

surprisi11g ·bo see the :t'lower of Jewish learning blooming on the soil of Gal ioia. 



---------_......, ....... _____ ...._..,,__,.........,,..===-=-=-=------ ---- -~~-~~ --- -----

II 
!twas amidst such conditions that Judah Lob Rapoport was born~ 

He beheld the first rays or sunlight on Jurie l, 1790 in the oity of Lembarg. 

Graetz2 and Zunz3 are of the opinion that Rapoport was desoended .from a 

renowned Jewish family, a raoe or learned Rabbis, ono of whose branches 

ht\d been transpl8.nted from Italy to Pol.and. Bernfeld, however, mt.\inta.ins 

that the f'ronily nrune of' Rapoport was a renowed one and evoked admiration, 
11 4 

but the inun.ediate family of Judah Lob was not a respected one. His 

rather pos.aeased the knowledge which the general run of Jewish men posaeased, 

but was by no :meami a sohola:r. Nor was he e:x:~rornaly wealthy. bur had st.t:f.., 

f'ioient :means to support his f'runily in a comfortable :fashion.. But when 
• -{o..,tl(fo,' 

Rapoport reaohed maturity and began to m:tngle among men, h~s lost his wealth 
,"\ 

in a bad business transaotion, and he WF1.s :t.e.duoed to such a low state that 

he was compelled to beoo:me a tax appraiser to earn a livelihood £01· his 

f'runily. This position was detested by all Jews, since the person involved 

lfaS regarded f.1S an inf.or.mer, as one aiding the government against his own 

brethren. This very faot,namely, that he was compelled to beoorne a tax 

appraiser proves oonolusively that he was not desoended :f'rom a renowned 

family, nor was he a scholar, for. were he distinguished either in family 

relations or in knowledge, his :fellow townsmen would have never permitted 

h:tm to earn his bread by su.oh infamous means .. 

Nothing of grea.t importanoe happenad during the y<;>uth of' JudtLh 
II 

Lob. At an early age he was admitted ·bo the study of the '.l'o:rah, and watt 

,soon at home ,in its labyrinths, Qwing to his ext:rao:rdinary _memory and pen ... 

etrating aouteness .. When Rapoport reached the proper age he went to the 

Beth Hruni.dra..ah in one of the subu1•bs or Lemberg, and there ho began to 

interest and acquaint himself with eve11ts that wore taking plaoe outa ide 

2. Graetz. P• 610 
3. T. Shir, P• 42 
4. T. Shir P• 4 



o:f' the oamp of Israel. The el"a wa.a especially ripe for the d1~velopment of 

an e~gijr and serious youth. When Rapoport waa about 16 years old he heard 
~u1 ~ 

the wondrous tales relatw •'Ni Napoleon, o:f.' the new ideas whioh were then 

a,,eeping through the world, some of which must have surely stolen into the 

.A' :i. • The Jewish student had already heard of' Lessing, the 

saint 0£ the Gentiles, or his relationship with the Jewish Socrates. They 

:tabled about Mendelsohn, and repeated the stories or his .greatness, or 

his conversations with li'recleriok II, with whom he was very intimate.. They 

read zealously his 711< .:J. whioh enabled them to appreciate pure 0e:rman and 

which bred in them a desire f.or more of the Ge:rme.11. lite:ratu1·e. They devoured 
rfe. 

from. oover to oover all the wo1•ks 0£ Lessing and Schiller. Deep~ the 

fact that he wa.a not favorably inclined to'W'EJ::rd the Jews. SohUler Mus: me.de 
~~ 

a special to them by his exalted and emotional style, his flowery phrases, 
I\ 

whioh harmonized -well with the temperament of the students. who loved a 

flowery style and ornate phrases. Thie tendency was displayed to a marked 

degree in one ot Rapoport's works on the style or Schiller. 

We do not know, nor do we possess any authentic account of tho 

event,s bf his boyhood. There are many l•:tgends, attempting ·to account £or 

the soienti:f"ic spirit with which tTlJdah was endowed, of his extraordinary 

skill as historian and critic. The following beautiful legend was one of 

the many current ones. When Rapoport was about 20 rears old he had to 

f'he in order to evade the draft, but unrortunate-ly. or rather fortunately. 

so the legend runs, he oonoee.led himself in a small village where a troop 

of. soldiers were stationed. By aeoidont the captain saw him one day. and as 

soo:t:1 as he caught sight; of him. he detected the genius latent in him. The 

commander o.t'f'ered his serveoes to implant in him a desire f'or li'renoh liter

ature. With tho aid of the commander he read Bayle and other French authors 

and through the efforts or this army man there was a:rouaed in Rapoport a 

I 

: : 



desire for reaearQh, a passion for investigation into tho history of hia 

Jel1 IN €,I<.. 

This story whioh Jellin~k took and embellished, and whioh was 

publiahed a month after the death of Rapoport, was received by the public 

as an authentio story. Though there may be a grain or truth in it, the 

greater part of it is merely a legend and a fabrication of the imagination. 

There was no law to the etfeot tha-t all young men of a certain age were 

oompelled to enter the army. Each community contributed a c9rtain fixed . 

numb.er, and us1.tally a certain sum was donated in plaee of the recruits. 

Or they would aeleot the waif's and ·the less capable, but it is very dubious 

that a young man of promise, nay, rather of genius, would be selected. 

There is no need ot fabricating ·l;ales, o:l' resorting to legends to aooount 

for Rapoport' s zeal and ability in the field of oritioal researoh. Rapo• 
!\A.. 

port himself gives us the oluo as to when :heente:red the paradise of wisdom 

and ate o:l' tl~ tree of knowledge. If In his eulogy over Kroohmal he says, Thirty 

years have elapsed since I first mot him and saw the splendor of his ooun

tena.noe. "-S soon a.a l spoke to him, the spiri'I; of understanding and know-

115 R ledge came over mo and I was converted into another being. apoport 

made it a practise, at lea.st o'noe a month, to take a journey £ron1 r .. embe:rg 
Z,.t ,;"i.,,,~.,.,,.fi,, 

to Zolkiew, to visit the bold and at the sam;· timid~. philosophioal ing_gir.. -·"'" 
if'" ~~------

er IC:roohmal, and to enter into intellectual conversation with him. This 
.,,.-----_. 

intercourse with his gifted youhg fr-i-end·becam.e suoh a neoessity to Krochmal 

that whenever he was engaged in a subject o'f research, ho sought out 

Rapoport in Lemberg to reach clearness by an interohungeli ot ideas. Rapoport 

needed only sugges·bion; ho had inborn taste and love tor JeMn.h historY 



and as he posseased both scholarship and keep perception, he made prolitio 

disooveries. In tho interchange of thought between master and disciple, 

they in oompany arrived at rl important results, and in the end they did no·b 

know :rroro. whose mind they had emanated. It is tho1•ef.ore perplexing to know 

exactly whioh or the many resul'ts 0£ their common investigations are to be 

asoribed to ·bhe master and whioh to the disciple; Those fruitful conver

sations between Krochmal 811d Rapoport marked the birth of science of Ju. 

daism on the historical side. But we must admit that the book of Beyle 

had also a strong influence upon Rapoport. For despite their combined dis-

ooveries, Kroohm.al had more liking £or general and enoyolopaed1o studies, 

while Rapoport)on the other hand, was more interested in minute, especially 

in_biographioal research .. This interest in the detail and in the m1.nutia 

Rapoport derived most likely from Beyle .. · In the introduotion to 

J\l..,.."'J\ he says 
11
It is extremely necessary and important; to oom

pute the years 0£ every scholar wo know how long he lived." 

Rapoport married the daughter of 

of the j-v '"'" .7'1~ r • His rather in law was no-I:; awa,,re 0£ the £act that 

he was a ~ '-;)"J-o and when he was intormed that his son-in-law was able 

to spoak French he laughed and said 111 know that my son-in .. law ofttimes 

gives expression to foolish statementG. I thought that he utters vain 

thinga in one language only, but now he yill utter foolish things in 'French 

also." Rapoport wrote comments ~~J·11~'-tl~'I> ·1:1)(' whi.oh marked him as 

one well versed in the intricacies of the Xalmud. In his early manhood he 

also wrote a treatise aga.inatRabbi Jacob Orenstein, the author of" i-,"'l..ll, x, ...v1 tr, 
and he showed the souroesrrom whioh Orenstein obtained his material. 

Erter, tho great poet, took the material for his satires against Orenstein 

from this treatise of Rapoport's. 



Rapoport was supported and sus·l;ained by his .father until the 

age of 27, and this afforded him ample time to indulge in matters of the 

intelleot. Fortunately he was not oompelled to earn his bread by the sweat 

of his brow, but he could utilize his time in becoming well versed in in

tellectual fields, in conversing with-is~ao Erter, Samson Bloch, Judah 
!;!,,,,.· 

Mises and other members or tho literary oirole in Lemberg. 

ln his early years Rapoport dabbled in poetry and attempted to 

translate some of the poems of Schiller. His translations were of little 

merH;, for Rapoport was not endowed with poe-t;ioo.l .feeling. In 1814 he 

wrote a 11deaoription of the city of Paris and the Island of Elbs.11
• The 

·wo.(J 
dwellers o:t ·the ghetto read it eagerly, for it wa,every timely and dealt 

with conditions and si·tuo.tions transpiring at the vecy moment. 

Gradually Rapoport forsook the delights of' his youth, namely 

the works of light oharaoter as poetry, translations, etc, and began to 

interest and busy himself in oritioal research. We see the first fruits 

of his investigation in the long letter which he w1•ote to ~Bif; to dissuade {:} / C 
i "!,ecA/' 

hi~from joining the Rassidio s~. In this letter he desoribes graphically 

the conditions of his time:--
11
'You undoubtedly saw some 0£ the respected 

citizens who were gathered at the home of' your father~-you beh~ld their 

hypocrisy- you saw how they plotted, how they ·took bribe. Yott saw ·that 

this was not the proper path leading to happiness" you sought a refuge, 

and you thought you would find it in the harbor 0£ Hassidism. 11 

In 1817, when his .father lost all of his wealth, and was reduced 

to poverty, Rapoport was thrown upon his mm resources. He became a 

cashier f'or meat tax :f'a:rmers, a very tiresome and tedious poaition. It 

waa doubly trying in view of the taot that he was compelled to listen to 

the angry :mumblings and murmurings of those who were in supervision. In 



... a.,. 

1827 he wrote to one of his friends6 "Behold lam a servant to many masters, 

how wea.risorne the work iif! l am compelled to listen to mu1·murings and 

mutterings. But what distresses me mostly is the loss of time. You know 

how precious time is in my eyes. During the day lam busy with my work 

and in the night I cannot sleep because or worry. Oh! all that I have 

acquired will gradually sink into the sea or forgetfulness. 

think of it• :my hair stands on edge. 11 

t Oh. when I 

In addition to tho trouble and anxiety, that of furnishing material 

means tor his family,. Rapoport incurred the ha.tr~d of' the fanatics, ot 

thoxe who detested the new culture. Rapoport unlike his master Krochmal, 

who kept his viewa under oover, bared the secrets of his heart to the 

world and revealed the results of his investigations to ·tho public• otttimoj 

to the dismay and discomfiture o.f' the ultra pious. He had moreover a:roua&l 

the ire o.f' Rabbi Orenstein by the criticism of his book 

as was stated abo~e. It can be ,easily seen. therefore, that the works,r 

deeds of Rapoport and his circle were regarded as hertlrbioal and a,a undap ... 
, 

mini,ng the faith~and unity of the community, that they were influen<,ing 

the youth to depart f':rom the old paths and t:ravel g.n the new. 

Ont:> :might :i.n 181($' or 1817 a ban of excormnun:t.<,t;1.tion was .found 

af'f.ixed to the gate of. the synagogue. It wns directed against four men, 

who were said to teach heretical vieWfJ, viz, Rapopo1:•t, Erter, Natkee and 

Pastor. The ban. whioh caused a great furon i.n the oi ty, read as follows: 

"Brethren, it has been known that of' late the study of' Get'n1£1n has spread 

among the inhabitants of our oity, and the responsibility oan bf;! plaoad 

at tho door of 2 well known young men .. Rapoport and Natlc:ea .. Openly and 



unti.bashed they read the Bible ·in the translation or Mendelsohn. They also 

persuade men to study languages and ao:l.enoea; there.fore we decree that these 

men shall be e~coommun:toated.11 The formal e:x:oommun1.oation, oo.atomary i.n 

olden dQyS had been forbidden since the time ot Emperor Joseph. Although 

this matter wo.a not the work of Rabbi Orenstein but of' some unlcnown over• 

II ff zealous Ha.ssidim1 the intellectuals, believing thnt this would be an 

opportune mom.ent to take revenge on those who had fought the i1!t,~llectual 
. '"''1 

moven11,mt 1 brought this affair before the a:utho1·itiea, maintain~ that Rabbi 

Orenstein was respona:tble for the l'fJM ,t exoommun:\.oation. The Rabbi re ... 

plied that his hands we:re clE>e.n of' the whole tranaaotion.. But the 11 intoll .. 

·a A eotue.ls ~11x p:revailed upon tlle ustriun government to compel Rabbi Oren-

stein to make a pttblic deolaration in his synagogue that he was no't, r'EH.'lpon-

. sible tor the affair. A certain young 
.,,_, 

~, ::> -J-v::, ,. an employe in the 

Austr:l..f\:11 go.,rernment was appoi.nted to see that the public deolara1;ion was 

carried out. Inasmucb o.s Rabbi Orenstein oould not speak Garman, i.n wh:l.oh 

langua.ge the law demanded that the declr:~ra:bion be made, he delivered his 

talk in a~iet tone to the interpreter, and the interpretor, in turn de" 

livered it to the public. The \•;)~ u ; the off'ioial selected to aupex·-

R II 
v·ise the prooeedinga would interrupt the abbi to ory o-ut A littl.e louder, 

II 
we oannot hear you The -o ' t, , ::J '{J 1; who were prE.lGOnt enjoyed themselves 

immensely a1; the expense an.d honor of. a Rabbi in Is:r.ael. This ocourrenoe 

waa and will be an eternal raproaoh, an everlasting stain upon the nrune of 
. -tt.. d 

the 11 intaUeotuals" of early ~. 
I'\ 

There h something to be Ga.id in f'avor o:r the enemies of Rapo

port,. for although he loved his people,. his associations with men of this 

type rendered him a suspioious and obnoxious per.son in tho eyes of the 

more f'ai thful. 



an<l 
These ooourronoea, events did not stay the intelleotue.l develop-

ment of' Rapoport. We have alrea.dy seen the ti.rat budding ou.t or his gen .. 
ti 

iu.s in the let-t.:er which he wrote to Buk, and whioh displayed his critical 

acuteness and voreatility in the Jewish fields 0£ learning. But his 

ability, however, d.isplayed it8elf to o. g1•eate:r degree in an article which 

he published in the l'Bikkun He. !ttim11 in 1824 under the title "an article 

on the independent 

ta:tned a good derl.l 

Jam.sh t:riboe of Arabi~ and Abyssinia.." This work oon ... 
~ 

or soienti:f'io mate:dnl and was regarded highly. Thil:1 ,., 
II 

artiole wa.s of' suoh merit that Fu:rstpublished a German t:randation of it 

' " ~ ~ in Ms journril 'h,'l'-'Oi\ in the year 1840 when research was at-~ height of~ 

glory. Desp:i.tE1 the great value of thh treat:i.se of Rappport, he did not 

clinw the heights to which he attained when ho was about forty, which faot 

ia to be attributed tc> tho condition in whioh he found himself'. ie:H:l.s 

work consumed all of his time.and energy, leaving him lmt a few moments 

for study a.nd :reaea:r.oh. In ono of his lett;ers, he complains very bitter ... 

IIM ly, . y th.ough.1:;s are scattered. You speak of the trouble whioh befalls n1en 

who aeek the truth, to hinder their progreaa, as it they we1•a e,ppo:tnted 

by Satan to defeat the of.forts of' those who would achieve p1•ogress and 
7 

happiness for mankind. 11 Vthen ho was i.n Prague he g:raphicmlly described 

the pai.rtf.ul path trodden by him and h:i.s peers :i.n order to arrive qt the 

tree of' knowledge.. It was di!'.f'ioult to obtair1 any so:te:ntitio book, moat 

di:f.'f'i.cu.lt to obtain one i.n a European language. The i.nde.x of books pro

hibited by publio op:l..r1ion wu.s much. mo:re oomp:rehenaive th,in tlw.t o:f' the 
Pl)P~~ 
p~ lf ono thirsting .for knowledge secretly procured auoh a book, it 

7. K.H. vol 1 P• 83 



was scented out by the prying eyea ot his relatives or friends, he was 

implored to throw it aside, ~ his friends 011 their own responsibility 

oonfieoated the hEiretical work, so as to preaa:rve the student from fana

tical perseoution by the Ohasddim. Even clear minded men were doubtful 

whether the study of' profane soienoes were not i'orbidden. 8 

In 1828 Rapoport returned again to tho delights or hie youth, am 

translated a work of Racine's which he published in the Bikkur.e Hdttint 

under the title of ll 7TTI ' y--. '" i- '1/ • The work is not of 

great literary value, :f'or, as it has been stated above, the muse had not 

endowed Rapoport with poetical power.a. But ir1 the introduction he revealed 

some of the result of hh zealous investigation, e,nd abo displayed his 
II 

love and his admi:r•ation. for hh people. ,Do you not know,• he wrote, ,, 
"that the e::dstenoe of our people, has been tho miracle of the a.gos. Those 

nations who trusted in strength, in armies, have gone the way of all flesh, 

but our people, who sought refuge under the shadow 0£ the wings o:f' God, 

have surv:t:ved them al 1, etc." 

" " . Gradually Rapoport ohanged from the .intellectual who dabbled 

in works or a light oharaoter as poetry, transb.tiona, eto, to the great 

invest:t.gato:r of' the annals of' our people, to 0110 of the bu:t.lders 0£ the 

temple of wisdom of Israel. He ·was not an intellectual who suddenly 
f"''•a:z,,....,.,,,._,_.•·r -· . .;,,.,,. .. ~; -•-..-"•~.-· .,.·,,,;,_.,...., 

sprang up ove:r ntght, but his contributions reveal a great .familiarity 

and verso.tility in the lore or his people, the acquisition of whioh must 

have ex·bended over a long number of yearfl• His i'e.me began to spread 

th1·oughout the Jew-ish world.. Many oame to hoar the vdsdom uttered by 

8. t(.H. vol 6 P• 46 

~1\,; 



h11ll lips and wonde:rful thi.ngi were pr~di,cted: to'lt him :tn the tuture. fhe 

,$obola.ra and nag:ea i.n Israel began to oo~eS:pond Vii th tho, oaehi-e:r- ot tbi: 

mea:h ·tax farmera 1, who :r:edde.d irt the glieti-n or Lemba:ie;.. A1l ditf'f:S.oul.t. 

•ttera werf.t brought 'bo thtt Po•,:U.sh eag&.11t who in hiJf. 'M>R3 allowed ~l~ar:1y 

that no ·l\Hilt.t:.f'et of I1vu.e-l f@ m.ttdl'Mitl ~l'ld l,it~l"'atuxse W&$ h:i,dden. £:ram hlm.~ 

~p:Q;pol!'t o.t1thi1W@4 ,~ 1;1;na.. &.11t,;'1~ot.el..t thtl att:ent~.o" ot· t'hffl J~ .. 

11/lil\. $C-hd1~s th!'augh th~ kq biogra.ph!e~, <l!!."th~ Miadiceval t;agea l'Jhiqh h~ 
, .. 

pu'bHMl~d in th~ Jtkkurr~ .J:Tu\i;ttm :r~om 1829 un.ttl l8~l;;, when. iapop:crt he,f?J1 

hi.$' aoi;c;\:vity in t.hf.f: field of biog,raphi~al ~1teat"eh~ it was as lJ>Ett a a 

f1ei.1d: 1.mt.o\ttihei.. ~er,e aw~ :ao~ who J?Ie.intlill..$:~ th~t Zun~ ffiA.:! the ti,l"st to 

pl'OW the f :L~ld. o.f bicgi~pt,y,1 but: Zuns hilM<ltlt t.t•i t~ th~t: Bapopl)rt pr~"1' 

Qe.l\od him .and mn~.eo1f'e.r that lapopo~ wa~ l,eitrte~ ~quipped to do tili.th9 

ih& tit"1.rfli o'I th~ 11u1t<1ea -at 'b:t,og;,;r4ph1B1 woittka on tJl~ •i'.Uws1 
l I 1 ,) 0 )'\/"l 1-,i I I J)l >. ' ' ' 

,J~td.ab IE!.g•n: ffl'l.\lil the '~ tPD • \.I :1 , ,t, r, 1il .f\ 0 which t\pptu:i:'rltld bi the Biikkure · 
/\ I 

Ma:1.-bt!m ct l82D.. *'fh!s work pl!ltt!i'l<El-$il'11u-; gt"Emt a~i,&ntit:to ~nd Ute,,.ai-y 

V{!.lU.~,1f., .8~rn:f'eld .,aa~., 11\tlt must ~veq the ~<bn5.rati,on o;t all to tJee that 

RE.lpoport omua to tha prop~r (lo:n.ol.~aion$ in :all diet11il~,.. l'.t i~ th~ .tttK:l~t. 

a(l;mi,ralil1;ii wbe» wa a~f!. ElW!l.l".e ◊t ·the fao.t that Hapopor,t no u11a:bl<il' to 

l":@ad Ar,abi:llt te~a.,, no;r did h-a ha.ve tha u1.e o:ft ~11ua@l"!.pt1, whtQh WOlr-llll later 
t.l ~ ' 

di1&oove~d11 i'i"apopor't :f'$$ th~ f:t:rs1lr t-e ~a .~l•r light: ,on ilaa.dya "',e 11:f-$ 

~¢ ff~nt.a ,1mi::rowding it,~ l:n t~ '\!'erf ;tii:"''1/J'~ pa.:ragrnph ·.of t\1$ workjl, ltapo'.l;'(trb 

oomput~d eo~reot;cy th~ 7es.:ra ot S~dya's lite mid ala:o owne to t~ 

eyorr$at «or,Jllu~ion EMt t~ when he liv.,d..., A11 previouii, a»l:bieti and inv't.:t~t:1: .... 

p'bor'a W't'\9.d gl"i~vou~l:, .:in t:bQ.S~ dettd.l.111f !'Chff'"e ;f.$ i1C! :!!!~ to wond.11!1:t/'" thm ·~·"·--•-· 

that thi~ book ore:;~!- stf1L~~a~~-~~~N, i'or Fill t.hei ~i:et am inark .. ·. A9 of a. 

highly, e1•~.tfo~l. nd.nil. i@ ~.:-'it. from ®ver to oove~.,.u Thie work. g1dned 
\ ~~, 

Q,..,, T,◊ldotb ihi:r q,· P• 32 
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£or Rappport, Luzatto 's friendship. The great poet wrote to Rapoport in 

. "M tho f'ollowlng. te)rma, y spirit within me rejoiced that a. man art er my 

heart arose in Israel, and f'rom that day I ye€1.:rned to oorrespond with you, 

11 
e.nd to nuJ.ke a covenant with you. 11 

7nYi1 
In the following year he published /\ 1-i Y J. ).J\.l . ·I :.i ::i. 1 ;d --r-'11./'l • 

In his introduction to this work, Rapoport gave the purpose whioh actuated 

him in writing it, viz, ''to shu:P up the mouths of those who speak infamous 

words against the anoi.ent :rabbisw,whose wisdom oonshts in mooking and 
II 

r5.diouling the true sages. He directed his attack agr.'l.inst Judah Mises, 
·.1 ., 

who in his book"..,..,x II J\'/. /7' expressed op:b1.iona d.erogatory to the sages of 

" .11 , says Bernfeld, was also 
~ 

a very important pieoo or work, despi:r"t the fact that Rapoport erred in 

a number of. details. It was of espeob.1 value bEioause it atte.oJeed Moses 
,t ,. 

Landau who published the [1'4/~ •.:),VY.J 

had perpetra.ted unspeakable and detes·table things to this book" 

7 1 \ ';/ it under a new name .. Landau 

Rapoport 

wrote against the book JI v "i '.)) Y"'D in strong terms• but he 

did not attack Moses Landau perso11ally. who in :reality deserved to be 

rebuked, because ho had treated and handled the book li.... Y;i as if it 

wore his own. Not only did Landau fail to give the name of the author, bub 

ho co:r:r·upted purposely the text and felled it with eri-01-::i. As ust1.al, Rapo

port did not fail in th;,.swork to sp:reE"J.d the fame of Israel, When he attacked 

Landau for e:rad:ioating the name of the authorJ he rebuked him because he 

did not mention the gret.\t individual {.}\ :i ·/J .'.l-1. and it is befitting fat' 

I,.; t;)l'.l...'f9 
every Israelite to e,mlt, he says, among other peoples" It will consume 

,i w~ 
too mu.oh time and space to en\ttj\er1:1.to all the good qut\lith>a of this ~. 

!'o:r thnt would require an enti:ra book. In this book he touches on ti.very 
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important phases of' the philological, historical and cultui•al apseots of 

our H tere.turo, and practically eaoh para.graph contains somai;h1.ng worth 

while, something that shows great research and great critical qualities. 

In it we eee the v·a.stness o:f' h:i.s knowledge. of his aoquaintanoe with all 
11,., 

tho phases of Judaism, e1:,1peoially in explanation o:f.' strange words iri the 
7\ 

Talmud. 1'he style is beQ.utii'ul, simple, short md oonshe. With a rw 
,1 lla 

phraseo he reveals the treasures hidden in the literature of our people. 

This work, in addition to its great literary merit, serves as 

t;~~ ~;tr1;;qr:n.oy. in defense of Rapoport. There were many md are me.:ny who 

m.~mntain that. Rapoport prided himself on two works which he nave:r wrote. 

They claim that 1i "' r1 •"' J ~ was never written• that the 1st part of t±S..~ 

l., f'.) 
was composed in the latter yea.rs of' his iife and hence he 

was merely prevaricatings 
Q,~ 

11 But when we look,-W"into this 11
, Bern:f'eld continues, 

II 
we can eaai.ly 

see ·that Rapoport had practically all the m.a.terial :f'or thoae two works, for 
f.,O..,et~-

in this book every bin of' the granaries is .full of substance, in every 
A 

lino there can be found a prof.ound remark and a sage expression. He.d ha 

not been compelled to enter the Rabbinate to earn a livelihood, he would ntve 

undoubtedly published the,te two works. The blame cannot be placed at 

his door, but must be att:r:t.but.ed to those who hiridered him from zealous 

study. And fuz•the:nnore, it appears that he only lacked the proper arrange ... 

ment, but he had the material eithe1· in writing or in his remo.rka.ble memory. 

'We mufrt oarafuJ.ly seek in other plaoea; we may not i'ind th~m in their proper 

plaoe but ho may have written it in other sections.. We have ,moh an in-
ffea.&J 

sta.noe in a letter to ~ in whioh he records the merit of 11 , 'TT' the 

A " lexand:rian Philo. He writes e.s .follows: lust as the :rabbi i~ not jus ... 
I 

ti:f/5. ed in the rest of his arguments against rl, -rr 1 , as I have shown to p 
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greater length in 'D\li1 •-¥::i.i "• The 1t1U;J. •vJN was as yet not published. 

He had ur1doubtedly the ooterial either :i.n w:dting or in his memory. 12 

,;( ,I 
The \i'l;sl'tl )'.i'"'iy.l !u<" ~ IJJ., p,)J.n published 

in 1830 posseses great merit and displays the great ability of RapQpol"t. 

T.ho work also gair1ed Rapoport many enthmliastio friends and a good deal of' 

praise. In this work Rapoport erred in a number of details, but this does 

not detract from the value of this biography. 

II 
ln his next biographical work The Tiae and Place ot Eliezer 

Kalir
11 

Rapoport m:l.ssed his mark entirely. Rapoport plaoel the time of' 

Kalir in the loth oentury and the place of his aoti'vity in Italy. In 

his old. age, after a great deal of disoussion
1

.Rapopo:rt admitted thi:tt he 

"'' erred in tho time ot Ka.Hr. and placed the period in the 9th oentury. But • 

even then he was not oo:rreot in his conclusiona. As scholars have pro-ven, 

Ke.lir did not live in Italy, but in Syria. Not only did he live prior to 

Saadya, but even pr:i.or to Natronai Gaon. 13 But despite the errors, the 

I U 
work I the ti.me and ple,oe of Eleazar Kalir , is very valuable. 

" 
In 1831 ho merely added certain notes to his previous artiolei. 

,, ~y. • 'f 11' 

In 1832 he published two more works )J::J1 j3 ~i;:1:.11\ •lJ'.l..1 -"n~1-'l" ~ 
'I 

1) ,1:1 J, ,JJJ.) ,- n a..,-" both conted.ning very va.luuble oomrnenta. In the 1n> -:1 •I .r .J., .,. 1 .,.. ~ '.J\ •· 

ha made the r«nnark whioh astounded and hm•t the feelings of the 

ultra-orthodox. that moat of the early Gaonim knew very little ietthe 

Jerusalem Talmud •• 

These works oreated a. great aen~ation tht·oughout the Jew:l..ah worrld. 

Never had anyone acquired such great £rune · in such a sho1-t period of time 

as Rapoport had.. A.11 had the feeling the:b a new period and a new era had 

arisen in the cultural development of Israel due to the effortjof Rapoport. 

Through these works he reooi ved reoogn:ltion in the scholarly world and 
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~ h 14 gained many eiithuaiastio friends. Shadal wrote that J..amous letter to im, 

11Thou a:rt my bi-other and l thank theet my father, and I exa.lt theee" Zunz 

ends his book flHomilies of the Jews in Divina Worship11 with tho following 

II wo:r.•ds: lt is not an adm:l.ssion 011 my pa:rt, but it muat, be evident to 

anyone that I must thank and pay my respeo----ts to Rapoport whose mi.me I 

have mentioned on llOdifferent oooaaioru:1 in my book.. Not onl.y run I 

obligated to him for the help received from his works• but more so from 

the lettel's whioh he has wl':i.tten me during tho last three years.• Rabbi 

Solomon Judah Rapoport at Lemberg, an offspring of a renowned family, has 

acquired great :f'amo expeoially through his w·orks published in the Biklm:re 

Halt·tim. 'they contain the life and the hi story of the grettt sages in 

Israel of' the 10th and 11th centuries.. In his work he bu.Ut a wonderful 

edfi:f.'ioe on the :t'ield of research, :for tbis man is endowed with great powers 

of. researoh •0 .., 

Moses Lan.dau forgave h:i.m for the article which he directed against 

and began to correspond with him. In 1835 Geiger wrote of him, 11Rapopo:rt 
' 

dwells among his own people in Lemberg. Were he not a Jew, he would become 

a profeaso:i:- in one of the univers:i.ties .. 11 Del:i.toh wrote of •,him, 11The broad 

aijd wide Hebrew literature, with all of' its hidden treasures,-the paths of' 

'(· that wonderful literature are known to Rapoport. His six works in the 

Bikkure Haittim constitute a great medium .fol' those who busy then1Gelves 

in Hebrew literature and dosire to give their readers a true picture ot 

its influence 

At the height of his glory R.apoport's oiromnstanoes became 

straitened. In a letter to Luzatto he complained bit-t:;erly over his coh--

diti II II 11 . • on. Behold, he wrote, I am a hired servant, a servant to many 
IIXJ5 

masters.. And he inquired whether or not -there wus any- hopes of' M.s 
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becoming a taa.ohe:r in the seminary over wM.ch Luzatto had been appo:1.nte9:( 

In 1832 tho f'armi,ng of the meat teixes :fell into the hands of his enemies end 

he was left without a souroe of inoome. His lot was a bitter one. In one 

of hh letters to Luza.tto he wrote 11The work i'rom. which I had earned a 

livelihood £01• my :f'an1ily these 16 years is gone .. 1116 and in another leti;er 
tS 

he wrote, "You have already heard how the .fountain of my sustenance dried 
,<\ 

up; for boys of no aooount have oome and have taken over the business in 

'Which I had a share and .for which 1 was the cashier. 11 Then he eddeavo:red 

wHh the aid of Zunz to xes: secure a :rabbinate in Berlin. We are stilli: 

in doubt whether Zunz endeavored to procure a position £or him, but perusing 

the letters of' Zunz, it is evident that he did st:riv·e to procure a :rabbin.ate 

for Rapoport• but he :failed, due moot likely to the f'e,ot thitt Rapoport 

Wi\JJ not sui'fioiently proficient in German. Rapoport also attempted to 

aeoure a rabbinate :i.n J·baly but hd was informed that a university diploma 

was required, and henoe he was ineligible tor a rabbinate there. He was 

in dire straits as is evidenced by a letter of his, "I do not know what to 

do. I shall be compelled to go out into the streets' and beg. f 
Oh. When 

I think that I w:i.11 be compelled to neglect my studies and sell myself' 

forever to ma.terial things. 11 

But in the beginning of 1833 the intelleo·tual. Jews of Brody 

eat~blished u. btts:i.neas and mad<, Rapopo1.•t i'bs auperinbendt.\,_nt, as we are 

informed :tn a lotter to I.uzutto. 111''our months ago I returned to my former 

posits.on. Formerly l was the oaahier and did the wo:i:•k 0£ 3 mer1, but at 

the beginning or this year I joined a new group on the oondHion that my 

work be reduoed and renl-\ered easier. The rabbi of ·bhia oi ty and hia son 

(referring to Orenstein) fought against me and tried to alienate those who 
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sponsored the new bustness, :f'rotn me• They were instru.mantal in having 

people abstain from buying our meat, causing a great financial loss. They 

did the same thing two yea.rs ~o. They drove my :rormer partners out o:t 'busi

ness. What shall I say? - They have beon quamiling and disputing w.l.th 

me these 17 years, and they have not oeaaed to peraeoute ma. I have never 

done anything that would hurt their :f'eeUngs, only in that my views are 

diff.erenb from theirs. During all these years I never saw them nor wven 

entered their home, but now when they a.ssembledto perseou~e :me again, I 
"\a""'i c,;v..,.,,..,,._w 

entered their home. l asked them 11what is my sin, tr-hr...a.u.~, that you per-

secute me? 11 They oould not and did not ans·wer. I was in oonveraittion with 

them the whole day. Finally they ware too humiliated ·t;o fight against me 

1(1 
and l remained at my old work. 11 In 1834 E.apopor-t hoped that ho would be 

relieved of.' his work and would be able to become a -beaoher in the seminary 

of Joseph Perlas. Hia hopes were never realized. 

ln those days ho inour:rod the wrath and ire of the ultra-or--

. thodox by a letter whi oh he pub H shed in the fir st is sue of the , 'r.t 1' 1l 7. ~ • 

In this lette:r he contrasted the method of' the Babylonian aohool with 

that of' the Palestinian school. He co:r:reotly pointed out that in many· 

respects the Babylonian sohool had a bad ini'luenoe on the spiritu~l and 

tfaltur~l qeve'lopment of Israel.. .Many Erven were ~ hypooritiot;1.l, 

lovers 0£ o~suie·b:ry. The trne.damy of Pumbaditha was especially the sinner 

in this respect.. The •'I-~ ·i of Pumbed:ttha was and is a well known phrase. 

This letter, wi.th its pungent remarks, aroused a good deal of discussion 

and also enmity.. This article of his was always reoa.lled to him by his 

enemiea whemlver they wished to hu:rm him. 
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In general we oan say that he was not aooorded respeot and 

honor by the rnen ot his own city. Just a few intelleotuuls :revered him. 

But the rest regarded him as a heretio despite the £rune he h&d acquired. 
' V'I" 

In 1841 when he. was already Jk Prague ~ he deso:r:tbed h:i.s townsmen 

as follows: Those who study the Talmud do not follow the instruotiona 

thereof. They select only thd passages which reveal hatred against any 

intelleo'lmal., They oaat beh:i.nd ·bhem all statements o.:r love tow!:J.rds men 
,, ,, 

of intelleo·l;/tnd those who call themselves Uassid:tm rule over them through 

flattery and intimidation. Most of the rioh men have made gold their 

God. Only in Brody have I seen rioh men who were meek, but the reverse 

is t:ruo of' another o:tty. 1118 

Despite the i'aot that his lot was not a bad one, Rapoport longed 

to free himsel:f'from his material worries and an:xieties)and yearned to spend 

the l:"est of hia days as a teacher or as a Rabbi, to be able to meditate 

in the law of the Lord. His endeavors to sooure the rabbinate at first 

failed. But finally through the eddeavors ot Joseph Pe:rles he obtained 
t5' 

tho rabbinate of Tarn({pol. His seleotion caused a great stir in the Jewir.h 
"'Yi 1,11 

world.. At the time of Rapoport I a appointment ~ 'Ji ~ 71 .4 1 ,.., 

iii~Iit!~libcthe rabbinate and he had served the oongregation fa:tthf'ull.y for 

40 years., It had never bean the oustom in Israel to remove a rabbi because 

0£ old age, and in a case of neoessity, when one was needed to carry on th, 

ra.bbinioa.l duties, an associate was seleoted, but neve1• was a rabbi deposed 

1a. x.n. v. 6. P• ,2 
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or retired. In this inatanoe, aswell)the majority of the members oi' the 

oo:rigreg;ation did not desire to perpetrate suoh an unheard of' orime, but 

it was effected by the .few leading men, those of grea·t; influence, who 

undoubtedly reasoned that to bring a man of the oaliber of Rapoport to 
0 

Tarntlpol, the crime of removing an old rabbi wa.s not gveat and henoJwas 

justified. They were aided in their endeavors by an offioj.al deoree wh:i.oh 

demanded that the new rabbi must be selected during the lifetime of the old 

rabbi. A proclamation WfJ.S issued for the first time in the history of 

Galioian Jewry, a praotioe imported fro1n Garroony, to the affeot that whoao

ever wiahes to assume the Rabbinioal duties in Tarn~pol must submit his 

desire and his credentials to the governmental officials. This proolaJila .. 

·tion wa.a haued, most likely, to polhnt out to the general public, that no 

favoritism was displayed, that there was no oonspiraoy in tho whole pro• 

oedure. They did not,, therefore, write to Rapoport:, but waited until he, 

of his own aooord, would send itihis request$ Rapoport dispatohed a latter 

to the oongregation in which he wrote as follows: 

"I n aooo:rdanoe w ith tho proclamation of the government., l have 

sent in my name as a oandida:be for the rabbinate in Tarnapol. I have not 

dona this out of pride, out of sal:f'-oonfidenoe and without knowing be.fore-' . 

hand tho will of the leaders of this congregation. Heaven forbid •that 

I shmlld a.ct in suoh a manner, £or I know that without the consent and good 

will of the mombera or tbf.t congregation, no rabbinate can aooomplish any" 

thing. But since many 0£ my friends have informed me that the men of. the 

o:L ty of Te:rnapol and especially the lea.ding rnen are f'avo1•a.bly inclined 

towards me, that they had already wri"l::ten a. letter of' greeting to ine to 

ask me to assume the re.bbinioal duties •I at Tarnapo1, whioh, however• was 

11ot sent; f'o1• some unknown reason; having been in:f'ormed of all this l sent 

in my a.pplioation to the of'f':to:i.als. My heart tells me that I mill be able 

. 1 
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to diaoharga my duties faithfully and ·to ·the satisi'aotion of all.
11 

Very few rabbis applied for ·the rabbinical position, either out 

of respect i'or the old rabbi, or because they knew that the leading men 

desired Rapoport. Perlas, the main instigator must have ha.4 ·bhe feeling 

that the whole procedure was oonduoted improperly, for ha determined not to 

place Rapoport's request before the officials until an application ftlom 

another rabbi was reoeived. Perles himself ga:lfe a version of the whole 

111 affair. fle wrote, ·twas well known that when Rapoport was inforrood by 

some members of our congregation of the opening in our congregation, he 

sent a le·tter ·to rn.o. Bu·t I infon11ed him that l was silent with regard to 

the rabinnioal position. When he sent in his application to one of his 

friends, I took i't and hid it. I determinedto plaoe his applioation be-

• fore the examiners only in oa.se there were other applications. When I was 

informed that the exruni.ners had received an application from. another rabbi, 

I placed Rapoport's letter before thom. 0 Rapoport was :f.'inally selected, 
Z>?.> 

obta.in:i.ng -3&, out of 36 votes. 

But his appointment was met with great opposition and uproar, 

· no·t only by a few but by the majority of' the people. Goldberg, the 

editor of' the Keraniliemed; who wi.u:1 an intimate fr•iend of Rapoport, wrote 

"'n ', ,,. as :follows: 11 The lovers of strife and hatred and the ha:bers of truth 
1 
; ~ began to littup their voioes and to carry evil reports about this great 

man. At :f'irtrb they thought they would oblain money from him. They :f.'abri• 

oated lies and forgeries and pla.oed ·them on the walls of' the houses o:f' the 

oity9 They threatened with excommunication all those who would go out 

to weloome the newly elected rabbi. Then that great prince in Israel 

arose a11d announced publicly that he rejoiced to see a shepherd of the 

type of Rapoport in his oommunity. This statement by Perlas in.furiated 



the rebellious group and ·they began to send letters of' hate to the oi"t;ies 

near by and far away. They went to the extent of' sending unsignod letters 

to Lembarg, to frighten Rapoport into not coming to Tarn/pol. But all 

It of theme efforts were met with utter failul"e. 

,Aft:'~& 
This vie-w :ts merely one aspoot or the af'f'air. Unbiased persons 

r&paat,4"tha.t not only were the rif'raf.f' and the lowly opposed ·to him, but 

even men of great learning and impo:t'ltanoe were utterly dissatisfied with 

his selection. It is true that the tumult and tert-or whioh ola:-acterise~ 

Rapoport's stay in Tarnopol was carried on by a few worthless and ignorant 

men, but ii' the majority had not been in sympathy with them, they would 

not have 'been able to carry on their a.otivities to suoh an extent. There 

a:re some who :maintain that Kroohma~ antioipating the trouble whioh would 

befall his pupil, advised him to desist from assuming his duties, and when 

Rapoport declined to do so, the ties of friendship were broken between the 

two men. This is not oo:rroborated by a letter sent to Rapoport by his 

teacher. We read as follows: 11You know my present unbearable oondition ••• 

Words cannot express my joy on hearing o:f.' your new position even tho, 11:km. 

the path is dif'fioult and is among stones or pestilence; know that the goal 
11' 

is beautiful and tha·t the reward commensurate with the eff'onta. Verily 
'l 

u . . " you are the man for the job, fitted for it from the day you were born. 

The prinoipa.l thing is to have courage and not to be dismayed too easily. 

Do not pay attention to the small foxes who are alwayo ready to destroy 

every beautiful vineyard. There a.re only two or ·three who a.re murm.u1·ing 

against you. A good proof of •this can be found in the fact that all the 

letters wh:i.oh have reached here are unsigned, and their contents show 

that they emanate from one source. As to your request that 11d: I accompany 

you to Prague, l would be only too glad to do so, but the weather is too 
,.\:•'l---..-;,..~1J.<~--•.>Oc~ 

J K f;•( 

:~:~;;t>v 
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severe and moreover the anni versa:ry of tho death o:f' my .fathe1· will prevent,; 

I " my doing so. may be able to go down to Saltsohub to g:ree·I; you, etc. /?., 
This letter shows clearly that Kroohmal did not oppose, but rather encouraged ~"""' 

R t t hi d ti 
9 //) ~ jl 1, ,.11 • d,Af "'1 ,.vf • 

apoport O en er upon s u . es; ;\,,,t.,\_ 1.,.~l,l~: ,,., ( \l.s,rf,.,r~., ,_i:l"'t',, • t,t...fi''{. t.t,. 7;:t:11 
The turn:ult and the great op·oosition did not deter Rapoport 

from ooming ·ho Tarnopol. On the 10th day of 1838 Perles went 

to Lemberg to acoompany his .friend to Xa:rnopol. On the 16th day o:f'~?c he 

was welcomed into the city amid great festivities. Thex sennon which he 

delivered the following day made a remarkable impression on those who were 

unbiased and were willing to listen. In it he gave detail3·or his life, 
cJ'..,,,,t, 

ot his struggles1and a~ he expressed his desire to cooperate with the 
"\ 

various groups of his commun!L"by. He would. have sucoeoded in allaying the 

fears of the members of his congregation, he would have sucoeeded in inw 

gratiating himself wi:tll into the good graces ot his community, had he been 

given ·1:;ho opportunity to do so, and had not the oppoaH:ton been so severe, 

for he was of a very sooiable temperament and had a good fund of genial 

humor. Rapopprt believed at first that the alarm and noise raised against 

him were of a temporary nature. and he hoped that in time ho would be able 

to remove all causes :£'or suspicion and harmonize the various factions. 
4 

But ke was sadly disillusioned. The .flames of the oonfliot rose higher 
and 

and higher by the summer of 1838, they boorune an all-consuming .fire. Oon• 
e. 

tinuing their tactics whloh they pursued previous to his entrance to th111t 

city, the men of the opposition prppogated documents or insult and slander 

against Rapoport throughout the oity. Goldberg in his Journal Kerem Hem~ld 

made light of the tao·bios, saying that the dootunents were thrown into the 
19 

fire, but .from a nurnber of letters to his friends, we oan see that Rapoport 

-• ... --------·-·---•-·-•-•cts-O-•-•-•-·-· -........-•-of'P., ___ , _IJII ___ , __ , .,.,._, __ ,_, .....,_, --•--. .,_,lj'-..,Pt "!I' W ....... 11 .... ,.,,__,. 
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alarmed by them. 

The fury against him wa.a especially aggravated by an unfortunate 

inoident. His enemies were wont to assemble :i.n two synagogues, where they 

would a/vi~ means o:f' aggra:vating and putting Rapoport to sh.rune.. Some 

of Ha.poport's friends reported this .fa.ot to the authoritieo, and through 

a deoree of the government. these two synagogues were shut dcY\'m. This 

inoident coupled with the f'a.ot that Rapoport made his headquar·ters in the 

1 ')T'O .> J\, :i of the old Rabbi, raised the fury of his enemies to a higher 

pitch. They began to pursue more agfressive ta.otios. Placards ware placed 

on the synagogue with the inscription "Thou shal·I; utterly loath h:tm11
• Some 

others pranks were perpetrated upon him in order to disgrace him in tho 

eyes of the public. One Friday evening a -r , n " threw an unolean fish 
~ 

into~ kitchen and then spread the rumor that tho Rabbi was partaking 

. 20 of unclean food. On the morrow, when the rabbi was smnmoned to mwce 

the blessings over the scriptural portion he was astounded to see that 

the fringes of' his y., i ~ were removed, perpetrated by some worthless 

rascal, and then somo of the spaotato:rs began ·to hiss and ory out > "Don't 

pay so much attention to the f1•inges, but pay more attenUon to the unclean 

fish eaten in your houae. 11 On one Sha.bu.0th night the Rabbi, in aooorda.noe 

with the oustOln in Judaism, was reciting the liturgical portions of ·the 

i'esti val. In order to keep some o:r the other men awake, he asked the oantin· 

to sing a new song. The oa.ntor, p~oud o:f' his vo:l.oe, began to sing louder 

and louder, and finally attracted the a:ttention of a oha.ssid, who went to 

the members o:r h:ts group and informed them iltha.t the Rabbi was making mel"'ry 

20. II 
Kurlandar, s.L. Rapoport, p. 26 



"--, 

and was conducting himself' in a rather light and joyous manner. Thed 

stoned Rapoport's home andJwere it not for the invervention of the police, 

he would have suffered bodily injury. 21 

Desiring to put an end onoe for all to the slanders, the a.dvo-

oatesof Rapoport suooeedecl in having the government proseoute the person 

who wrote the libel. The slander.er was ·found guil'ty and the penal'by of 

flogging was imposed upon him. Tho keen antagonism towards the rabbi was 

displayed in the faot that the person found guilty· submitted gladly to the 

flogging and the other members of the grouP, who were imprisoned, regarded 

themselves as martyrs for a holy oause .. Matters were becoming very grave. 

The F'all Holy-days were approa.ohing--the two synagogues were as yet closed 
~O~'j 

and the multitude was stomtkg more and more against the present 1.noumbant. 

Rapoport saw that something must be done to d:~ allay the wrath of the 

opposition. He summoned his partisans, suggesting ·to them that they re

quest the authorities to reopen the synagogues. Some of the extremists 

maintained that the battle should be fought to the bitter end, and that no 

compromise should be ef:f'eoted, but the majority ooncn rred wi'th their 

spiritual leader. They prevailed upon the chief of police to grant them 

perm.tsaion to reopen the olosed synagogues and to release the priaoners. 

But the chief of police informed the publio that it was against his ow11 

wishes, but only through tho plea of their rabbi th,:tt he sanctioned the 

reop~ening of their houses of worship. The storm abated somewhat but not 

to a great extent. 

The objection to Rapoport was based on mistrust, on ·the vague 

f f'eeHng tho.~ ht ns insincere. F'rom the answer of Perles to one of the 

more in.fluantial members of the opposition, we can see soma of the oharges 

which they leveled against the Rabbi. The oharge was made that Rapoport's 

ti 
21. Kui• lander, P• 27 
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table was oovered with all sorts of food and dainties on the ninth day 

of~b. Another aoousation was that the members of his household aooepted 

tickets fo:r the :kmcea theatre, and ·that they promenaded and ate in the 

Jesuit gardens. The oharge was also levelled that he uttered words Ul'l,., 

22 
becoming a rabbi. Absttrd stories as these were believed not only by the 

rifraf'f bub even by men of culture and of understanding. d\11 these oha:rges 

emanated, as stated above, from tho feeling that he was not sincere in his 

:religious oonviotions, that his piety was merely a oontrivanoe to delude 

the pub11o~ The statement was made that he should have been a rabbi in 

Germany, but not in Galicia. 

Despite his efforts towards a reoonoiliation, Rapoport found 

himself again in trouble. So great was the opposition to him that all 

those who had their prescription filled at the apothecary of Michael 

Pe:rles son of' Joseph Perl es, were banned. Tho -0. , ~ i11 u re.fused to oi:r

oumoise the children of those who sympathized with Rapoport. 

Clearly aware or the situation,of the attitude towards him, 

Rapoport determined ·to depart as quickly as possible from this 
II 
aoouraed 

valley11
• Fortunately, the oommunity of Prague was at this time looking 

for one, of high intelleotual attainment and of great renown to asswne 

the position of Hearing of this opening, Rapoport 

Wl'ote to one o:l' his most intimate friends, a very influential membe1• in 

the oommunity ot Prague, and requested him to use his in:t'luonoe in having 

him seleoted. Rosenthal bent all of h:i.~i efforts an.d energies in fulfilling 

the request of' h:!.s friend. But there wus o. greo.t obata.ole whioh threa.tenecl 

to hinder Rapoport from attaining his goal, v·iz, hio rela.tionohip with 

Moses Landau. Moses Landau we.a the leading Jewish oitizen, and it praotiea.lly 

d.evailved upo11. him to aoleot the ca.ndidate for tho poaition of' I •-r >- ,.:1 -:i. i . 

The question waa,would Landa.u reoonnnend one whohad bitterly a.ttaokod him 

yeo.rs ago? Would he bear the grudge or would he be magnanimouai enough to 

ov·orlook this antagonism? It ia qui-be true that peaoe, on. the rmrfe.ce, 



at least. had been etfootod between the two men. Rapoport wrote in 1833 

II 
to Luz.,....atto, Two scholars of Prague have sent me their books--the name or 

the saoo:nd is Moses Landau the author of.' / 1 ~ 1 , :, 1 Y 1:, , who has sent 

me the Pentateuoh with Germ1.:1.n transla.tiona and new commentaries. He sent 

me n letter of greetings despi.te the !'aot that I hurt his pride - I 

s:i.noortlly :regret for having attacked him. 1123 In another letter to Luzzatto 

II . 
he wroto, Moses Landau has often written me that he has eradicated all 

/I,, ~ . 1124 v sympto s of hatred. 
y ,;1-,J,•,,-❖ ,a-:.,'."•'~•-:;.;.::,,,;,-··•"'·'< 

But :l.t :l.s very doubtful whether Moses Landau forgot the deed of 

Rapoport. The :t'aot th1~t he corresponded with Rapoport and sent him letters 
~ 

of greeting was m• Hkely prompted by bus:i.r1ess motives. He des:i.:red to 

obttt.An the good will of th:i.a greitt critio to assure himself ·t;hat Rapoport 

would not injure his busines s by attaok:i.ng hny of Ms pubHoationa. It 

h very doubtful whether Moses Landau forg/t his hatred and antagonism, 

f'or hie whole at1,itude olee.rly shows th~tt he oonsented to the selection 

of the Rabbi tbf Ta:rnopol, but half-heartedly M if' he were compelled to 

do so. That Moses Landau still harbored a g1•udge can be seen in a letter 
~~ 

sent by a group of men who advocated the selection. of J'l 1, 1, '.1 'i. .:l 1 ,.., 

t.~ They wrote, 
11
With regi,:i.rd!f to ..A),r- ':l "if ;l.1 we have e.oted as 

l 

l2.!:L~-~dvJ..a ... f!.~.!"25 In ~mother letter they wrote, " _;-.)·" •-:J..'l .1].. ;I'-·? 

. 
relying on you to seoure the rabbinate for him. W111 you spread good report 

about him? Iiapoport is boast1.ng and ~ays, '1 will be the person to be - . 
seleotod'." They also reoalled the f.'o:r1ner injustioe done to him by Rapoport •.. 

Lending an ear to these statements, Landau wrote to Goldenberg a letter 

wherein he displayed h~s displeasure with the :rabbi of' Tarnopol. Hearing 

of' this, B,apoport wrote a letter to Moses Landau, wher.oin he stated he was 

.. ,.. .,-"'" ',,. t .... ..,.._,,.,,,,~~-, ... - ..... ---· --·-,. ............ -.... ~~-~~-...... ~ ~~ 
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astounded to hear that Moaoa Landau was displeased with him. He saw no rea-

aon whatsoever for tho rec:rudeaoende of this hatred. He had always believed 

(~ that a truce had been oonol uded ~ 

But Moses Landau was still not appeased. He cou,ld not very well, 

after his first letter, come out in open battle, but he attemptt~d through 

all possible means to depx·:tve Rapoport of the rabbinate of Prague. There 
.rex,w' 

was a• that a rabbi must be a university graduate, must possess a dip• 

loma and Rapoport oould surely not fulfill those requirements. The govern

ment could and would have o-verlooked this faot, but Moses Landau seemed 

to be alw~ya emphasizing this de:f'ioienoy of Rapopol"t's. The leaders of 

the Prague congregation, most likely on the :i.nstigation of Moses Landau.) 

insisted on invest:l.ga.ting into his previous record. Letters wero sent to 

two rabbis, enemies of Rapoport, and.as was expected, the replies were 
I 

unfavorable. For a little whHe the hopes of Jtapoport were very forlorn. 

Bu·b after a. brief period of disappointment, he renewed his efforts .~I! 

obta.i ning the rabbinate at Prague. At the request o.f' Rapoport, Rosentho.l 

sent a :eeoond ~etter to Moses Landau, requesting him to deal kindly with 

his friend and to use hie in:f'luenoe in having the government forego the 

ole,use which deniauded a diploma. All sorts of pressure were brought; to 

bear upon Moses !,andau to influence him t() select Rapoport. Goldenberg, 

the ed:tto:r of tho I~ N -~,4-Mioh.nel Sachs saw Moses Landau personally 

and apoke to him about the selootion. Finally af.'te1· great pressure; 

Rapoport vma eleoted by the members of the community, but the government 

had not given its sanction. The authorities wanted to know the oausea un. .. 

derlyj.ng the hatred againat Rapoport. Whtile the government was oonduoting 
. 

its lnvestigation, the lot or Rapoport boon.me almost unbearable. Luzatto 

had severed conneotions booause of a little mattel".s:26 • Kroolttnal, his 

master had also broken the bonds of f'rie:ndship, tho reason for whioh we 

do not know. A number of i.ndividuab slandered and maligned Rapoport to 
I) 

Moses Sj(i'er in order to have him object to the appo:1.ntment. But Mosoa Sofer 



1 

,the grett advocate- ot Jewish learn:l.ng, did not lend an ear to these att:aoka, 

but ho, on the other hand, praimod and defen.ded him. A certain impetuous 

young man wrote a. vivulent attack against Rapoport in. 01•der tc, inf'luenoe the 

congregation of' Prague to retract f'rom this decision to have the famous 
}l., 

biographer as their Rabbi. In it he Jecalled the letter published in the 

Kerem Hemecl wherein Rapoport had asserted that in many respects the Babyl-

onian Talmud was inferior to the Paleatini~n Taimud. Thia young,man, Ro~ 

aenthnl by nrune, was ejected from ·the oity~ Rapoport 
I a answer to th:i.s 

vh•ulent attn.ck was not one befitting his dignity. In reply to the att;a.ok, 

he described the slanderer as a passionate youth, one who wiehoa to a'lt:raot 

the attention of the young maidens by his statement.th Suoh an answd:r does 

not beootne a Rabbi in Israel, but when we oonside:r the stat0 o:f' af'.fai:ra in 

which he .found Mmsol.f, we can excuse this undignified and puerile reply 

to the a.thtok. 

Before he was in.fo1-m.ed of' his selE1otion, another great sorrow 

befell!!; the Rabbi of 1arnopol. His triencl Pe:rles,. who had been his proteotl1 

throughout tho trying de.ya i.n Xa:rnopol, died, and some attributed his 

u11timaly death to the great tumult whioh raged in the city against h1.s 

friend. Rapoport was left without friend or advocate. Fortunately tor 

h:i.m, tho government finally oon~irm.ed his appointment.. On the 16th or C ~ '¥ 

1840, Ra.popoi-t was informed that he Vrt\s chosen as 11 -r .A •-::J.. :1 x .:i 2 
.. J'•' .1 

and not as \ •• ~ .:i 'rl which meant that ha would not be given a 

fixed salary by hh oongrege.t ion, but would be supported by the mo1•e weal• 

thier membera·of' hit:i oornmtmity. They gave him 500 floi-ins a yoa.r E:1.nd hia 

living expenses. II 11 
Finally he Wt\S :released from the ouraed valley of 

'.l'arnopol. Although tho11a wore many in Prague who opposed h:l.m, the oppo

sition did not assume tho propo:rt;ions it did in '.l'arnopol. On the 14th 

day of' Te.nnnuz he left for Lemberg to recuperate bof.or~ talcing up his duties 

ir1 Prague. 



His literary works in Tarnopol were not of great merit and value. 

They di<t not e.ppro:xinJ.ate the works ho published during his stay in Lembe:rg. 

The tumultuous state, the murmuring and rumbling of' the mob, stopped the 

wells of' his insp:i.ration, During his entire sojourn at Tarnopol, he did 

not publish one work of' great merit. His entire time was spent in disputa

tions with those who called themselves 11 11 ·x 1,11 11 These men were the 

editors of the journal ~-;-.)-1,,il' • and their polioy waa not constructive 
.C.,,'"'t1,t"'t•"•"'i'"i 

to spread oul tune, but on the .Q:1}h~~l!l./' deatruot i ve, to reveal the fal-l ,t;,¢ 

laoies and errors of the scholars o:t' Ia:rnel. Rapopor.t's works were spaoial 

marks of thei:r• darts of orit:i.oism. Not only did they direct their attaok 

against, his works but against him personally. They constituted the group 

of' men who attempted to persuad.e Mosoa Landau to rejeot Rapoport and seleot 

J\ ) 1 n , :1. ~ ,, i. + . Rapoport spent his time in refuting tho .oha.rges · 

of these men, and it must b8 admitted he was justi.fied in his refutations. 

On a number of occasions Rapoport overstepped the bounds of gentleme:rtlineas, 

he ofttimes became too bitter in his denunciations. But this must be at ... 
k 

t'I"ibuted to the woeful state in whiohm was situated. Butas soon e.s he 

was i.nformed of his seleotion, the wells o:t' inspiration surged up a.gain. 

It was the old Rapoport resurrected. In l.840 he publi.shed an article' 011 

,/4 . -l ''the Chazara, on the lost ten tribes and tha Karaites~ He :refuted the 
ti 

claims of tho Karaites in which many of the sages of Israel believed, 

that the Chaza:rs wore converted to Karaitism. In this articl'ei he threw 

li.ght on many other matters. The soholara began to a:l.ng again hh p:ritises.~ 

Thie articlt'J :regained for him tho lost .f'riendsh:i.p 0£ Luzatto,. 1,, 
7 

. " . ., 
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Rapoport lett Ta:rnopol for his native city Lemberg, there to 

regain his strength to enable him to .f'ul:f'ill properly his rabinnioal du

ties at Prague,. Moses T-iandau still displayed his antago11is!ll by only sending 

h:i.m 300 .florins, an insuff'ioient aum f'or his journey. But bef'ore he de

parted from his homeland., Krochmal, with whom he had renewed fricindship, 

passed away. In the eulogy over his master. Rapoport told o:f' his daily 

journeys to the oity of his teacher, of their oonve:rsationa, a.nd he also 

stated that he was not :responsible for the estrangement which took place 

between K:rochmal and himsel.:f'. 28 

1.rhe reoeption whfoh Rapoport received :tn Prague was very elab

orate, and by far more cordial than the on.e he :reoei ved on his ent:ranoe into 

Tar11opol. His majestic appearanoe. his powerful physique impressed all 

the apeotatoN1. His sermon 011 the fol-lowing Sabbath :made e.. profound im-
Yell 11-..1 e.1<. 

pression upon the auditors. Yellin~ who was rui1ong the audience and 

who was then just about 19 years old, t,~lls us of' the prp.f'ound i.mp:ression 

his se1•mon made. There was a '.l.
1
almudio ~\,holar who put various questions 

to him,. to ·test his Talmudic knowledge. Rapoport answered the questions 

put to him humbly and satisfactorily, thereby gai:n:l.ng the respect and ad .. 

m:l.ration of all. The people in PrEtgue wore not interested so muoh in his 

preaohing but in his policies. They wert3 eager to know whether he woi.tld be 

in:f'luenoed by the new trend of' thought and initiate reforms or would he 

abide by the old. He allayed all suspicions by pursui.ng the policy o:f' re ... 

taining tho old. Despite his great researches, Rapoport was not regarded, 

with the exooption of a few 111 1> , :> ~ Y.> , by the people of P:raguo as a 

great soholar. It was oharaoteristi_o of the community o:f' Prague to believe 

that all its members were oultu1·ed. But in the latter yei:trs of his life, 

Rapoport-. was finally recognized as a great soholar in Prague, and he wns 

given the title of • Though the~were still. some 

28. K.H. vol 6. 



who were dissatisfied with him, Rapoport spent tho rest of' his days happily 

in Prague. In 1847 the government permitted the oongregatio11 to pay their 

rabbi a i'ixed salary of 600 florin.a a year. 

Rapoport's coming to Prague may have insured. his material happi

ness but it marked the period of' deolino in his cultural life. In his 

eulogy over Rapoport f) Steinsch:neide:r makes the statement that Prague wo.s 

the burial ground or the literary activity of' Rapopo:rt. 29 We may not 

conou1~ wi.th Steinschneide:r entirely, but we must admit that, as far as 
QA~ 

his cultural life is conoeMtei, it is on the downward path. Many reasons 

can be g:i.ven to account :f'or this sad fact. His activity in the congrega

tion prevented him from produoin.g works or monumental wo:rth. In a letter 

to Luzatto he informed him that he had been sadly disillusioned. He had 

hoped that the Rabbinate wou).d hae. give/ him time and leisure to do re .. 

searoh, but to his grt>at disappointment, he had discovered that all of 

his spa.re moments were taken up with oongregational matters. 30 In s.ddi• 

tion to thh fact; people took advantage of his sociable disposition. 

They came to his abode, to obtain advioe or to disousa subjeots of a cul

tural nature. He would listen patiently to all of tho new-tangled ideas 

and news of the young men. All of thh oonsumod the preoious moments wh:i.oh 

ho desired to spend :!..n digging up the treasures of the past. His wife 

attempted to help him by tu:rning away visitors or by seeing to it that 

the visits were not too lo1'ig o:f.' duration. But she died in 1843, leaving 

him a prey to visitors. The nobility of Rapoport is displayed when he 

29. T. Shir P• 106 
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turned down a proposal to marry a young widow. He answered that he, an 

old man, did not wish to make the lif'e of a young womo.n miserable. Tho 

years allotted to h:i.m are but few, why should he leave her again a widow, 

miserable, wretohed, eto. 
~ a-...> 

When we compare the works of Rapoport from 1828/ 1838 aM 1840 
---) . 

with those following 1840, we can see the great difference between them. 

The first are born of a great intelleot, 01"i,ginal, striking, soienti.fio, 

while the 1.ati;er reveal merely zealous study, but no originality,. 

One of. the first literary works coming from the pon of Ra.po .. 

port during his lif'e in Prague wiis his treatise disproving certain views 

and statem~mts of • 31 ~ (}(~~ had 

published a treatise ..r-1 )11 )"> 1)\ 'i{ in which he touched 

on many phase(J o:f' the history of our sages. In it he also attacked Rapo

po1•t and Zunz very bitterly. In answering, Ra.popo1•t made no rafe:renoo to 
_/\II I) 

~ personally, but revealed many of the falle.oi.es to be found in his • 

work. In the artiole Rapoport disoussed the relation or the Palestinian 

rabbis with the Babylonian Talmud and proved oonolusively that the Pales

tiniari Rabbis were not well disposed toward the Babylonian Talmud. Another 

artiole of som.e value was his artiole oonoerning his dispute with Jost 

regal"liling the time and e.otivity of Rabbi Judah Hanasi. Rapoport 's views 

as to the time and aotiv·ity of Judah Iianasi have been proven to be correct 

by modern soholars. 

A literary work of great mel"it, and whioh deserves to be 

plaoed in the first period of his lite is his introduction to the 

l'"'c~ /D1t :11 
bq ~......,~--·-" ...,,,,__ ----· ••• .Ill ..... ,-......~ 
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Thia could be used to good advantage by those who investigate the cul• 
I\ A, .. 

tural development or our people in various lands. An introduction by 
•I 

Rapoport to ·the "' lJ '.J 1p ,j) 11 'J ,x ~ .J)J:J 1--V.J\ was published in 1848. 

In it he engaged in a virulent !:\ttack against the Reform wing of' Jewry. 
'• 'i) 'i)).. p J\ )\,.) 'pl •I 

In 1848 the~• :a , 3 .. 1 I~ ~• :; : }d :i f .µ .J\ by Rapoport WGJ.S publi shod, an open 

letter to the conference convening at Ii'rank:t'o:rt.. He attempted to dissuade 

them from travelling on the new path of reform. Although containing some 

valuable notes and suggestions and remarks, the book as a whole falls be

loiw the standard~ He engaged too much in irony and not enough in argumente,. 

In 1862 Rapoport finally published the first volume of his 
II 

which Jlkaxaxall of Israel had been eagerly looking forward to, and 

wllioh men like F~rst said would never appear. Lusrn.tto wrote a poem in 

commeroration of' ·bhis gre:"t oooasion. Desp:i.te the great e11oyoloped1fo 

knowledge revealed in the work, it mts very disappoinging and displayed 
~t 

signs of' s·ervinij.. Had Rapopo1·t directed his energies to this wo1·k -dw:·ing 

h:!.s youth, when his strength and geni.us were not sapped by congregational 

matters, he might have contributed a very valuable encyclopedia to Judaism. 

On the 19th day of Ji·~ 1860, Rapoport celebrated his 70th 

birthday. The Jew-s o:l' Prague, on that oooasion payed homage to their tea

cher and leader. Le-t:ters of felicitation and congratulations were Sf.mt 

from the Breslau senrl,nary, London, Venice and from all parts of. the world. 

i11, of' tho Hebrew periodicals paid due attention to this occasion. 

His literary activity did n.ot cease even after he had attained 

the " " three score and ten. 
{I • ll 

He wrote the " 1 l.J"I , , ;< wh:i.oh was published 

in n--r l j1' J\ ~ fl.J after his de.ath. In the 7} -, I.A 1 I;< he attacked the 

views of Geiger as expressed in h:i.s 11U:rosohaift 11 and declared the.t they 

we:re he:retioal and dest:ruct;ive. In the latter years of his life he wrote 

'1 . .'.l .,.. a defense of Zeoharias li'rankel against the denunciation 

I 



of' Brunson Raphael Hirsoh. Rapoport spent the la,tter yea:rs of' his lif'e in 

a oontinual battle with the ~xtremists, with the ultra orthodo,x and 
'N, 

with the Reform. 

Rapoport died on the 19th day of Tishri, 18lf8. The wholtr. oity 

ot Prague mourned its great loss. All of the Jews paid their last re" 

speots to the renowned investigator and oritio. Eulogies were given in 

various parts of' the worl.d. Elven Geiger, whom Rapopo1•t had attacked, lauded 

$Ud praised this enemy of' Reform. 

Rapoport with his broad shoulders and powerful physique was 

) 9-:t,,'. imposing appearance. Bernf'eld writes of h:i.m 11When he walked through the 
.~ .. . ~ .. 1 .. 

·,streets he had the appearance of a man of God. I can see him wrapped in 

··• his 1',-\ v wearing a turban, dressed in his best clothes, walking f:rQJl\ 

the synagogue tc, his home. Rapoport waa one of the pup:i.ls ot Aaron, lov-

33 
in!,lLJ>eaoe and bringing men oloser to the Torah. 11 

,f;.'-;-"'.'--; ;~-· ~"' .:, 1 •• ~~~ ~·!;~~ 
... ,;• 
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CB.APTER II 

RAPOPORT 1S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ORTHODOXY 

Throughout the entire oou~·se of' his life, Rapoport found him

self' in a peculiar condition, in the same state of affairs in wM.oh Spenoer 

was si tuatetl.. When the question of the 'V'a.lue of Spenoer I s re sear oh in the 

field of biology was put to biolgoists they replied that hia work in th.i.s 

realm was of Ht·ble importance but his philosophic dissertations were mon ... 

umental.. When the philosophers wore asked a.bout his mer1.t in mefaiphyaioa 

·they replied that his books in philosophy were of no value whatsoever, but 

his strength lay in biology. The same wa.s appl:lcable to Rapoport. The 

ult:ra-orthodox regarded him as a Reformer, and on the other hand, the Reform 

wing regarded his acts and tendenoies as those 0£ one belonging to the 

Orthodox oamp. But Rapoport oanr1o·b be cle.:a:sified as Orthdox or Re.f',,rm. 

He we.s a Jew belonging to the Zeohariah Frankel olassifioation,11 traveling 
. ~ 

always the middle road. His ·whole life was a battle against the two ex-

tremes--ultl"a or·thodoxy on the one hand and ratlionl ref.ol'm on the other. 
II 

His son stated well the course o:t' his life. He wrote .Will you not see in 
"' 

these two letters ( rafer1•ing to 

that there was no ohange in the vtew,s of my father, blessed be his memory, 

during his whole-lifetime •. The same spirit that animat6d him in his youth 

animated him in his o+d age. One thread runs through all of' his letters, 

reaearohos and sermons, namely, the love of t:ru·bh; with tho f'lag of trU'th 
. *** 

he fought against the indifi'erent (referring to the ult~a-orthodox) 34 who 

say that nothing matters, and with the banner of truth he thundered aga.5.nst 

II 
those who deemed themselves wise who said There is no Torah". Against 

these two extremes my father fought with all his heart and with all his soo.l." 

~- -P • ..,,,,., ... w1 I! ......,,,...-~---1-----··--·-·-·--·~"""'--·t......,._......,_,...... "' __ ,. __ _...._.,. ...,._ W 1 

34. Naohalt~:th Yehuda P• ltR_ 
*** Note: I oannot understand ·the :reason for designating the ul'bra-

orthodox as indi:f'feren·t. , 

I 
~ 

t 
l 
I 

I 
I 
i 



t Rapoport s a:t·t:ttud8 towards orthodoxy is very well diaoloaed 

in '!.;he oont:roversy he had with Luzatto. One mu::rt; admi-1:;, no matter what 

011e 's feelings may be in the whole diaoussion that the disputex revolved 

itself. around ·the question whioh was then oon£ronting the Jewish world, viz, 
6 

Orthodoxy aa {pposad to Reform. 

Before going int;o the dbpute, an aooount of' the rela:Honship 

between Rapoport and Luzatto wouJ.d be in place. ln 1829 when Luzatto be .. 

oa.m.e a:vmre of the remr.'l.:rkable e.ounien and profound or•i ti cal ability of Ra.po-

he longed to make hie acquaintance and moto a letter to that ef'feot to 

Rapoport .. 35 Rapopo:t'·b wae overjoyed to hoar that a soholar of the Ba.me of 

tuzatto should seek his friendship,. Despite the di:f'f'drenoes in temperament, 

despite the di:t":f'erenoes in religious uiews, despite the intolerant nature 

of Luzatto their £rie11dship continued until 1839. When one :rf;lads ·t;he let-

te:rs whioh they axoha.ngad w,~<ith, ••• e,Q;oh.,,,.a;t;~, one un must a~ire the pa .. 

·Henoe of Rapoport during these ten y&ars. A persm1 or less patience would 

have severed oonneotions, but Rapoport overlooked the li:nsul'ts heaped upon 

him by his i':t'iend tor the sake of peaoe. In the sum.mer of 1839 when the 

4th volume o:f.' Kerem Harned was published the break ooour:red. There appeared 

in the Kere1n Remed a poem oompo1.u,d by Luzatto in oommemo:ration of the se

lection of Rapoport as Rabbi of Tarnopol, and also some remarks by Rapoport 

·t;o an article writ·ten by Luzatto. This enkindled the wrath of Luzatto imd 

on the first of Iyar ho sent a letter, wherein he announced the severing 

of the ties of friendship. In it he upbraided Rapoport :r.or having publ1.shed 

his poem without his oo.naont, and for commenting on his article without 
3 

.first subrnitting his oonunenta to him. 6 But unbiased inves·bigation will 

clearly show that Luzatto did grant Rapoport permission to publish the pot3ll.. 37 

Then Luzatto went literally on a rampage; he knew no bounds. He began to 

35.,"~f:~ Shada.l p7'1.6lr __ ,. ... 
36 • •..Jl!. iki:x Shadal p. 616 
37. T. Shir P• 62 
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write letters to his friends denounoing Rapoport and oharaoterized ·bhe 

works of Rapoport as lies. 38 His whole conduct was disgraceful and un~ 

becoming, especially when we reoall the :raot that Rapoport was then sur

rounded on all sides by trouble and ·tri'bulation.. But after reading Ra.po ... 
,, -' 

port's article on the Ohazars and tho Karaites, Luzatto in 1851 renewed 

his friendship and apologized for his conduct. 

The first dispute whioh arose in the very early days of their 

friendt~hip and which displayed the di.f':f'erenoes in their religious ·views, 

was over Rapoport' s :.relationship to Jost - Luzatto rehbked Rapoport for 

continu:i.ng his associations with an individual who did not believe in the 

divine origin of the Bible, nor in ·bhe divine inspil"ation of the prophets. 

" J He w.ro·t::e in one o:f.' his lettol"s, I hate and detest 0£:rta I sincerely bo-

lieve there :ls no one so despi.oable .as one who overthrows the fundrunentals 

of :f'aith, without which men would annihilate each other. ShQ.ll I consider 

that person, who writes the history o:f' our people, :f'rom the time of its 

Exodus to the Haamonean period,· to pro·vo that the 'l'orah is a oolleotion of 

ma.nuseripta written at various s·h.ges, and of times contradicting ea.oh 

other--sha.11 I regard that person as a friend of my people? lror who_!e bene

fit nit did he publish these volumea? Was it not to po:l.nt out to the 

Gentiles that he is forsaking ·the faith of his fathers? Is suoh a man a 

seeker after truth? No, my .friend, no, nei't;he:r the love of' tru·th nor ·the 

love or Israel is in the heart of that man. I oan see that he is a man 

of unolean lips, and thore.f.'ore 1 detest him. When I sea such an indi.., 

II 
vidual engaged in apologetics for his peoples I say unto him take the good 

\\ 

that you intend to bestow and ·throw it away, :for the injury done by h:tin is 

greater than any good that ho oould perform. The enemies of Israel only 

aidod in strengthening the bond of Israel but the traitors and agnostics 

sal7shadai·~~4•"··---•-hU-~•- ·~·- ·-



~ 
were responsible for the great defleotions 

Suoh an individual is Jost. I will detest 

£:ro111 the Oat/lPll!I oi' Israel. 

him. 11 
39 

Rapoport who wo.i3 mo:re liberal in his tendonoiea :replied that 

he could see no reason whatsoever in breaking off relationship wi-bh 

tfost • who was a profound scholar and who fought i'or the welfare of Is .. 

rael. He, like Rabbi Meir of old, would eat the food, the better part 

of what Joat had to ofter, and would throw away the kernel, and he hoped 

that even the kernel would become palatable in time. He' oould see no reason 

f'or tho quarrel. All sohola:rs have one goal after all. even though ea.oh 

may select a different path to attain it.40 

Luzatto was aroused ·co a g:reat frenzy by this 11 1:Lberal" reply. 

He wrote 11 Woe unto 1ne that you select and sympathize with the enemy. Were 

you to weigh him on the balanoes, he would descend extremely low, and 

Samuel David tuzatto would asoend very high. 

you desire to greet me, do not greet me with 

One tM.:+ l ask of' you. Ii' 

the title friend or sage, f.'or ,.., 

if Jost is a sage and a wise man, then I undoubtedly run a foolish person, 

who believee in foolish :things. I will oontinue to be your friend, but 

my heart will weep seoretly. 1141 When Rapoport still refused to do the 

bidding of' the great poet, Luzatto wrote that he went out in open battle 

against Jost because he wished to destroy the impression that Jost was 

spet11,Jd.ng in the name o:f' JudahlJI., that his view represented tho views of 
42 

world Jewry. The wrath of Luzatto gradually abated and :rinally he wro·te 

to Rapoport ·that ht did not wish to soe Rapoport break off :re lat ions and 

display aversion towards Jost, but as :f'or himself, he will always revile 

him. 43 I-c was but a few years later, that Luzatto joined hands with ,Jost 

in attaoking and donounoing Rapoport when he was located in the 

valley11 of T.a:rnopol .. 

II 
oursed. 

Du1•i11g the whole oontrove:rsy, Rapoport d:l.d not :f'oam or rage 

or piously speak in the name of Judaism, but displayed a liberal attitude. 

He did no·t declaim a.gains·!; those who dii'i'ered with him, but asserted tht\t 

'?3§. 42~:- '~~~fa~~-·o:-irr~~~u ·1~~ I ·s~~£;i1p. ~iE P• •5:t"''· ~rt· ·r~1'•' •tat,-



everyone has the God-given right to travel undisturbed his own path or thcught. 

In one of his letters he wrote to that effect., "You were grieved to hear 

that I considered doub't~ a good quality, a beautiful flower. I cannot un ... 

de:t"stand your. grief' at my statement. Is there a tribunal to determine what 
~ 

e. man should think or say• ~ to prevent him from doubting? We cannot alla.v 

doubts by f'oroe. What can the person who is in doubt do, but p1•ay to the 

Eternal to clear away the mists of his doubts. No other method is ef'feo

jl;ive. We oannot remove the misgivings of a man's ~ea.rt by battl:ing with 

him. Let every man walk _in the nruno of his God, and we will walk in the 

G 11 44 '" l name of our od. •heso words revea a very liberal tendency. 

Another oontroversial matter whioh threatened to sever the bonds 

of fl'ie11dship and whioh :revealed Rapoport 's at·ti tude toward ul"tra.-orthodoxy 

was that of tho authorship of the 2nd book of Isaiah. Rapoport believed 

that the 211d pa.rt of" Isaiah, from ohapter 40 to ·the end was writ·ten by one 

who witnessed the restoration of' the Holy Land to Israel, but Luzatto on 

the other hand, maintained that the prophecies were delivered by the Isaieh 

who flourished during ·the reign of Hezekiah and that all views contrary 

were heretical. Luz-atto m•ote to this effeot: 11The 511os.t,i'?! have main-

tained for the last 50 years that tho prophecies in Isaiah depioting future 

events were not wi•it't;en by Isaiah but we:re writ·ten towards the erid; .of the 

exile. I hear that you also are of the opinion that they we.re written 
45 

towards the end of the exile. Let me have your views .. 11 Rapoport replied: 
11 . • 

I cannot understand why you brand all those who m.alntain that chapters 4Q 

to the end were not~written by Isaiah I as disbelievers~ I oanno·t oompre

hend your anger. Ia there any statement to the effeot that the whole of 

lsaiHh was written by the 1st Isaiah? Is it a dogma of faith to believe 

that they w~re the work of one :man, because they are all inoluded in one 

oolleotion and in one book? Then to follow the samo reason:i.ng, one must 

44. I Shir. P• 21 
45. I Shadal P• 216 
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believe that all the Psalms ware writ·ten by David, and that all the proverbs 

were composed by Solomon, which even you deny. No, the fact that they 

a:re inclucled in ~ook does not prove that they are the work of one author • 
v-;-J 

The internal evidence, the fact that the incidents related WMil the second 

pa:rt are en.ti rely different £rozn those narrated in ·the .first part, proves 

conelusively that they emanated from two distinc.rt prophets. We :sa can ao•• 

oount :f'o:r the inclusion oi' the two books under one collection. Chapters 

40 and on were ·written by an individual whose name was also Isaiah, and 

who preached dm·ing the exile. But later generations forgot this .fact and 

affixed his prophecies to the Isaiah or Hezekiah's regime. 1146 

Luzatto replied that if Rapoport did not wish to quarrel with 

him over a matter whioh he deemed a 71) ~ 'O J\"Q J\ ') -o let Rapoport 

point out to him that there was nothing in his theory which would destroy 

. " " L tt f'ai th. Show me, m:a.t·to wrote, that it wa,s a false prophet in Babylon 

who wrote thoese propheoies, knowing that the predictions were being made 

of events close at hand and try1.ng to delude the people to have them beHeve 

that these prophecies were delivered :bl a long time before their ooou:rrenoe. 1147 

Rapoport answered that his view did not destroy or undermine tm 

.fundamentals 0£ Judaism. It was untrue that the prophet was flying under 

false colors, trying to give the impression tha:t he was p:redioting events 

II long before their aotual ooourrenoe. He asked where did you get this 

• • ., ti 1mpress1on. The prophet is not predicting future events, but is oon-

earning himself with oom.f'orting the people, endeavoring to persuade the 

populaoe to return ·to Palestine. The whole oontenta prove conclusively 

that the prophet is l:t v.hg at the very moment 0£ the EWent s h" narra:tos. 48 

Luzatto remained obdurate and oould no'\:; be swerved from his 

original opinion. H III e replied have foun.d your view full of subtle arguments• 

-----·----.. --~---· -· ---· --... ·----------·-----------..... _ .. ,., ___ , -----.. ---· ·-· __ ,, •*•---.. -
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but I htwe fou:nd no proof whatsoever to make me depart from my faith and the 

faith of my fathers. I will give you a proof for my thesis. The exultant 

and exuberant tone proves conclusively that the chapters were written 
. J~ 

during a period when l~was independent and free. Had they been com-

posed dudng the exile, the tone would have been humble and sad as the 

prophecies of Haggai and ztha:riah. 1149 

To ·this Rapoport replied: "You write., furthermore that you have 

nou found a proof to cause you to depart from your faith and ·the faith 

of your fathers. The word •my faith' was well chosen, for l have found 

that it is impossible for you to change your views and conclusions. But as 

to what you add from the faith of yourf'athers, I take objection to thate 

I seriously doubt whether my fathers or your fathers :regarded the matter, 

II C u viz, the time of oompoai'tion of the Book of om.fort as an article of 

faith. And let us admit,for argument's sake, that it was an artiole of 

taH;h to them--why do you dread it so muoh and why are you not afraid to 

say concerning the book of Koheleth that it is not the wo:rk of Solomon, 

even tho the name of the author and the name of his father are given? 

And mo:reovxer, the sages ascribe the book to hiin; and because of ·the oon-
,, 

t:radiotions they ask 11whare are you Solomon, where is your wisdom; they 

make the e::cplioit statement that Solomon wrote 3 books • Psalms., Song of 
'·*··-·''~"··c..·•·-'''~ 

Songs and Koheleth. In another place they put the time of the composition 

later and said that H~zekiah and his group wrote i·b. And you who undoubted

ly place/ the date of Koheleth la:ter than the generation of Hezekiah, 

why do you refuse to do so with the 1l3ook of Comfort 11 ? And I will anrmev 

your question regarding the dif:f'erenoe in style between this book and ·1:;ha·b 

49. I Shadal p. 234 and 236 
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first plaoe, we have but few of the pro

In the seoond place we have many Psalms 

which date from the exilio period and you yourself' admit that the "on 

II 
the rivers of Babylon pmalrns are late. All these Psalms, tho of the 

exilio period are characterized by joyf'ulnoss, happiness and exuberant 

phrases~ The same is true o:f. this book. There is i.nterr)al evidence tht\t 

the book could not have been written by the Isaiah of Hezekiah's reign* 
I.I., 

A re:!'erenoe h made to etan.icha in the 4th verae of. chaptE;r 56. l1.; is 

:i.mpossibl& that the praotise of. ew1iohs existed i.n the days of the ht 
l !·, 

Isaiah, for the prophets would havesu:relyi'd.enm,moed auoh an in:t'an1ous prtw-

tioe. The euniohs were first imported on a gre~it scale by the Persians 1 

who required them for their harems. The prinoes of' Isaiah brought some 

of the eunichs with them to Palestj_ne. And furthermore the sentence 

(chap 49 v. 7) 
11
Kings w'lll see him and princes will rise and bow down 11 

oannot refer to the prophet, but must of necessity :refer to ono living in 

exile. The prophet:s:; moreover, describes h:i.mseH' as 11one despised by men 

and the se:r.ve,nt of rulero'1 {chap 49 v 7) whioh oan be applied only to one 

living in the exile and not to the f.irst Isaiah of whom we e.re never told 

that he w1.u, ridiculed and despised. In addition to this we have a difi'eren.oe 

in style betwacm the two propheits. There is the continual repetition of 

oe:rtain words as \"\ ...,.., ~ ) ,-~ etc--a peouliarity found ill the Persian 

language.. We hEtVa oerta:tn words whioh revea.l a later o:rtgin; suoh words 

as (ohap 56 v. 13); \-YI\ Cohap 49 v. 22); and }'jl{1T -Darawon,surely 

of a Persian origin, eto. 11 

Luza.tto finally put an end to the whole controversy by sayi.ng 

he would re·turn to it n.t'te:r 3 years. We can see Rapoport• s 1·eaction to 

ext:teme orthodoxy in this dispute over the autho:rahip of ohapl:;ers 40 

until the end of the book of Isaiah. 

Another po:lnt o:f' di:t'forence which led to the breaking off' of 
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their friendly relations was their attitude towards Ibn Ezra. One must 

also regard the issue involved here as one of orthodoxy as opposed to a 
,. 

more liberal polioy, f.'or lbn Ezra was always regarded by the ult:raiirith 
<' 

susp1.oion. Rapoport wrote to Luza.tto as .follows: 
u· 
You have attacked Ibn 

Ezra. because he ventured to say that ohapters 40 of' Isaiah until the end 

were not writ~;en by the Isa.iah. of pre-exilio times. I regret my step in 

hav·ing brought; h:i.m in to bolate:r up my arguments. I am grieved to hear 

that you are preparing to wage battle against the sage of Israel, the be

loved of my heart. You compare lb:n. Ezra to RasM., thereby attempt5.ng to 

lower Ibn Ezra in my estlmatiott and to raise Rai!ihi in my eyes. Why do 

you make these oomparisons? Both ~\re great j_n their respective fields. 

Why do you a.ttaok him because you have discovered some f'le.ws in his works? 

Ue is but human and hence is liable to orr in certain oonolusions. Why do 

you go out ·bo meet. him with the sword of' faith? Have you not .f'ound in 

all of' his works that he is a Jew with all his heart and soul• e.nd also 

e, very religious person? His poems, songs and oommentariea reveal a:· lofty 

soul• gazing heavenwards towards the eternal.. You say furthermore that 

he arrives at hasty oonolusions, without first penetre.ting deeply into 

matters. How on.n you make these statements oonoerning one who is very 

profound in his research, one who weighs his s-t,atentents more th.an any 

other investigator in Israel? I say tlmt hia theori~s, exoepting those of 

astrology, have not as yet bQen comprehended in theil• entirety. He 

will be understood onl¥ by later generations .. !Io surpasses Maimonides 

in tho realm of' philosophy, for he traveled on a now path untrodden by 

others. He was the firat one not to follow the old beaten path, the pa.th 

of Aristotle. In this reopeot he resembled :Abvd1.run of. old• Just as our 

,;.o~~ patrit!t.roh Abro.hmn did not walk on the road of his ancestors,· bub url .. 

wwervingly s1ruok out .f'o:r himself and discovered the hidden treasures of 



wisdom, so did Abro.hrun ibn Ezra travel on n.ew pathways a.nd disoove:r new 

treasures. Our patr:i.aroh Ab:rttlrnm and Abraham ibn Ezra resemble ea.oh other 

in another :respect, namely both were wandero:rs, and at ea.oh stopping place 

they cal.led o:n the n.a.me of' the Lord. That :I.a proci.sely the meaning of 

the phrase "From Abraham to Abraham -t;here arose no one l.ike Ab:rahtun. 11 

Does he not always attempt to sea:roh out new paths in his commentaries? B,.t1:; 
,to 

he does not care to reveal his views. but only ta, a few • What did you mean 

II II 
by the statement that he was hypoori tioal ? Is :f:.t beoau:s:e he ref.used 

to proclaim his viewe from the housetops? No, I think his actions were 
J 

proper i:u not disclosing his theori~s to the world, but only tqtt few. '.!.'he 

sages in Israel have always practised this custom, of :revealing their sec

rets but to a f.'ew of. their pupils. 050 

Luzatto replied by bringing grave charges againat Ibn Ezra. "Will 

you choose suoh a man," Luzatto wrote, 
II 
who :!.s two .. fa<H~d. 011e who says 

that the book of Rabb:l.'j'~r-,-Y>TI ';.' j \• 
~ 

deserves to be b~uml because it con• 

tldns statements to tho effect that there a:re errors and mistakes in the 

Bible, when he himself' is a sinner in this respect, when he himself begins 

to 11 deatroy the f'enoe
11 

by hinting that there are verses of a later origin 
- •'·•·' -'C'<:c,-

'c "·•~·,.,, 

which were added to the J:>enta.tt~uoh. Moreover he says on every page that 

the view of thf, Rabbis is too deep for u.s, but tradition decides so and 

so, and then he himself permUs the eating; of fat, which the Rabbis have 

forbl.dden. What will. you say in regard to his v:i.ews on the 

Cari he believe in the divine origin o:f' the Bible when he maintains that 

the priest plaoed poison in the oup? or what use has he been and what goo:i 

has he done for his people? The :f'oollsh ones remained ~in thei:r fool

ishness and regarded him ns a saint and a man of mystery, and the so-called 

50. I Shir P• 263, 264, 256. 



philosophers learned through him to b:reak away :f':rorn the faith of. their 

fathers. We would have had proper methods of exegesis, had it n.ot been for 

Ibn Ezra and Maimonides and thei:r like, who regarded the Tl):rah aa full of 

allego:dos and similas. They we1·e responsible for the rise of the Kabbal

istio movement• i'or they pointed out the way to ·them .. h.ow to interpret the 

Pentateuoh in allegorical fashion and how to twist texts. In their ~ 
the decline o:f the wisdom o:f Israel started. lbn Ezra, who studied. all tll:l 

soienoeG, did not writEi one subject olearly and coherently. but jumped 

from one subject to another. Is this not a sign of a coni'uaed mind, of a 

restless spirit? Is such a man not subject to the whims of ·the hour, and 

are not hj_s views obtained through first.impressions? 

were written neither clearly nor are they well bale.need. •• 51 

11 You write, 11 Rapoport replied, "that Ibn Exra is two-:faoed, that 

he ories out e.gid.nst the book of I'' ,--rY.>1'J' "i1j 1, beoause it oontElins the 

st~atem.ent that there are oorrup'I:; words in the Bible, wh...en he himself' is 

guilty 0£ the soone oi'!'or.ioe. Ibn Ezra d&d not make this statement 0£ the 

the great granunarian but of ~•::1 TIQil •r-i\'!I,. Ibn. Ezra was justified in 

denouncing his book, because through it the Tortih becomes like a oity 

without walls. He reads :i.nto tho Scriptures many miatakes whioh are not 

oontained therein. He is literally reduoirig the Torah to a forgery. As 

to Ibn Ezra's vi.ew 0£ the add:i.tiond versea. with which I do not a.gree, 

he can justify himself by claiming that he follows the opinion of Rabbi 

Jehuda and~ pay no attention to Rabbi Simeon, who said 'is :i.t possible that 

the 1'orah lacked one let1;er.' Coming to ·tlw matter 0£ the bitter waters, 

I am greatly s1.u•prised a.t you that you attribute the statement th,~t the 

pr:tost placed poison in the oup, to him. Whoever holds such an opinion is 

51. I Shadal P• 232 and 233. 



not only wicked but insane as well. It is impossible for Ell'l.y law gi var, 

be he of the denizens of the w:I.lderness, to slowly kill a woman and to de

ll!lde her and the spectators. There is no doubt therefore. that he meant 

that some bitter substanoe was ple.oed in the waters, the f'unotion of' whioh 

was to pain the taste and tho inward part of' the person drinking it • 
......... . ,,,.,,,,~,,.~ 

Thh )added to the power or her inm.gination when she knows her guilt and 

hears the curse o:f' the priest. will oauae death. But if she is .free f:rom 

all guilt, this will givex her strength and ward of'f evil. 'l'his is pre

oieely the meaning of Ibn Ezra. He is not the only one to hold suoh views 

but all of the sages of Israel who Hved emong the Arabs tried to expJ.ain 

1.;he miracles in a natural way. Some of these said that the serpent and 

the ass did not speak. Will you WE\ge battle against these sages as well? 

You say; furthermore that Ibn Ezra did not wri.te anyth:i.ng coherently and 

&~ II 
vleatly, that his books of' grammar were wrHten without clarity 

and without balance. 11 It 1,/·~a.sy.mati.~er .for you, sitting peacefully lbq 

your house and resting in your home to attack one who war. a 001'1tinual 

wanderer, one crushed by poverty. In Kl!!Bak:k:»g:x:11 spite of this, who oannot 

marvel at the clarity o:f' his language and the bes:uty of M.s thought revealed 

not only in;. his poems but even in his oomm.entarieis and books of. grammar. 

Not a superfl~uus word is to be found. I have always valued hi~ works 

M.ghly, and so would any unbia.sed seeker after truth. But you hate him. 

Woo be to the ordinary man who enkindles your wrath. But Ibn Ezra is 

above our estimation and judgment. 1152 

To this Luzatto answered arrogantly, 11 In my opinion Ibn Ezra 

although honored by Israel, is merely a f':raud and I believe that to praise 

-

1 
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hi111 will cause great injury. l have seen that you differed with mo in 

this matter a. long time, £or which rny heart pains me. I see also that 

no one is of my opinion, £or all are clinging to the imaginery (referring 

to Ibn. Ezra) and oalilting truth behind thorn. What oan I do but ory out 111 

alone have remained a prophet unto the Eterna.1 11
•
53 

The answer to this arrogant ou'bcry of Luzatto I s was as follows: 

11 I I 11 When it concerns bn Ezra, say who am I and who are you before that 

great mountain, not only in cultural matters, but also in manners and 

oonduot through which men find grace in the eyes of' God and man. In all 

of those we Ban are but grasshoppers compared with that giant. Go and 

investigage in his works and see if you can 

glorif':i.oation as found in your last letter .. 

find even one word of self 
' . ' ti..-. 

You will not~he statements 

!'I run greater than my oontemporaries, I alone am a prophet to the Eternal• 
,, 

and the others are but pursui:rgthe imag:tnery. Meekness and humi.lity ohar• 

aoterize a.11 ot his works. You also say of Ibn Ezra 
11
the.t he was honored 

by Israel and by man - in my eyes he is merely an imagination and a 

shadow· ... and to relate his praises wi 11 be injurious''. I see two r0ali ties 

and one shadow , not like the shadow of a wall but the sha.dow of a fleet :i.ng 

bird, when you dircot your gaze toward it, it is no mort). The s·tox•y of tle 

merit of the great men in Israel., among whom lbn Ezra mu.st be included, 

:i.s eternal and you cannot destroy it. There is a blessing in it, for stu

dents will learn to penetrate deeply into religious matters and the expla

nation of Scripture. Your statement as to Ib11 Ezra's opinion of tho addi

tional verses in the Pentateuch does not lower him in rny estimatio11. 

B II 
We have a Baraitha to the same ef'feot. The e.ra:l.tha reads Joshua wrote 

his own boolc and 8 verses of the Pentateuoh. 
1154 

53. I. Shadal P• 246 
64. I Shir. P• 21, 22, and. 26 
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Maimon"-desr was also the target fol' Luzatto 's :remarks. He 
/ 

maintained that Maimonides wrought great havoo to Israel by bri:n.ging in 

Greek 1.ni'luonoo through Aristotle, to Judaism, that his attempt to harmo .. 

n:i.2:e Juda.ism wi.th Aristotelian philosophy was not only f'utile but injur

ious. Rapppo:rt displayed Ms Hberalism by replying, 
11
Do you think that 

Judaism oould exist seoluded without taking something f'rom other peoples? 

I see in ou:r dispersion the hand of' God. to have us imbibe front the va:r1.ous 

nations the best they have to offer. Even the Rabbis assimilated some of' 

tho ideas and ideals of tho Greeks. It i.s true that Judaism is superior 
5 

to Hellon:i.sm, but Judaism oould not have persisted by itsel:f'. 11 5 Maimon-

ides in Rapoport' s opinion performed a noble service .for Judaism by tryi.ng 

to harmonize Judaism with Aristotilian philosophy, for it should be the duty 

of' every sage to correlate Juda.ism with the oulture of' his day. 

Throughout the oontrove:ray with Luzatto, one oa.n detect the 

liberal note struck by Rappport. 

We oan see clearly the utter ave:rs:1.on of' Rapoport towards i'ana

t ioism and ultra orthodoxy, in his def'ense of Zachariah ll'rankel. Not 

only did he detest it during his early manhood, bu~~ven when he attair!ed 

the rabbinate in Prague he fought aga:tnst it wi'IU'1 all his might and main. 

Frankel was the most eminent membor of historical Judaism, which advocated 

f'reedom or. research while in praotioo.l life upheld traditi.on. As the man 

of the golden mean Frankel was chosen. president oi' the Breslau semlnary. 

Sam.son Raphael Hirsch addressed immediately an open letter to Frankel, 

demanding e. statement ,as to the rellgious principles whioh would guide the 

inatruotion at the new insti.tution. Frankel igno1·ed the letter. When 

the fourth volume of' Graetz appeared, the 01•thodoxy of the new institution 

was impeached. The attruolrn against Frankel beoame more systmnati.o when he, 

that is Frankel, 211111uexux11 published his Hebrew introduotion to the 

Mishnas.. The first attack began w:l.th the letter of Gottlieb :h'isoher, pub• 

lishad in Hirsoh's Jeshurun of J.860. Hirsoh himself began in the f'ollowing 
"S"6.f Shir'·p·. WS ' "•· .... , __ .,_, ___ ._,,. 
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year a series oi' articles, in whi.ch he took exception to some oi' Frankel's 

statements, espeoially to his dei'limition of Rabbinical tradition. Rapoport 

in defenoe of' l•'rankel. He rebuked 

Hirsoh for having published his attacks in German. Rapoport asks him 

11what prevented him .from writing suoh a vile polemic in Hebrew, whioh Jews 

alone would understand? The Philistines will rejoice, and the unoircum• 

cised will be exultant that they htwe found another oooasion to ~lander tm 

Jews. 1166 In this work he proved conolusively that the views of' l1'rankel 

with regard to the 0:ral law were not heretical but were based on the .f.oun

dati ons of true belief'. He also justified Frankel's xill&i& as to the 

pr:tnoipl~Jwhioh would guide his institution. He maintained that the in

stttution was erected for study and not for oontr.oversial J'IW,tters, and 

whosoever wished to drink of the wells of learning, was permitted to do so. 

The very faot that ·the graduatea of the Seminary were loyal Jews and God ... 

fearing men proved conoluaively that the institution was not turni.ng out 

men who would betray the cause of Judaism. 1157 The dispute did not end 

at thi.s junotu1~e but oontinued to plague Rapopo:rt. The followers of 
~4L~.-

Hirsch took up cudgels for him and attacked Rapoport severely fo1· his de--
f' 

fence of iuk 1'1rankel. Rapoport I who undoubtedly detested thts new German 

orthodoxy oharaoterized ~he followers of Hirsoh as 11men of lies, who speak 

:f'alsehood. 1158 

Rapoport' s attitude toward.a fanaticism is very well illustrated 

by the following incident. A Jew in i~he city of Prague failed to oiroum .. 

oise his son, whioh aroused the wrath of the fa.nHtios. One of them orune 

to Rapoport and urged him to oompel this Jew by the power of. the law to 

oi:roumoise his son. Rapopo1<t refused. to do so, saying that he did not 

want to use foroe in matters of relig1.on..·J; But a oe:rtrdn Rabbi a.dvi:sed us 
.;,:,:;-

56. Divre Sholom Voemeth, P• 1 
57. Divre Sholom Voemeth, p. 18 
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to aot in this manner;' t}:le extremist :replied. 
11
We11, that Rabbi will oa.use 

II . 

him to forsake the faith of his fathers, Rapoport answered. 'fhe a.f'.f'ai:r 

resulted as Rapoport had predicted. Whou the followers of fanaticism 

invoked the law to compel him to o3.roumoise his son, the Jew, in order to 

rid himself' of thf,m, left hi.s .faith and was oomre:rted.59 

The persecutions that oharaoterized the first part of his life 

must be attributed to the aversion he displayed. towards ultre.-orthodoxy. 

59. Kurlander, s.L. Rapoport, p. 16 



CHAPTEH Ir.I 

RAPOPORT I S AT'l'ITUDJ~ TOWARD REFORM 

Altha he detested ul'bra orthodoxy and utterly despised Hassidis1n, 

believing _'.vt; to oonais·t; of rank :foolishness and not containing one par

ticle of truth, Rapoport was not attraoted and enthralled by the reforms 

emanating .from Germany. Although he displayed as a youth a liberal ten

denoy, oorresponding with Jost and oha:raoterizing him as "that great in• 

vestige.tor who has revealed the seore'I:; of the past agea 1160 and despite the 

:f'aot that he exchanged letters with Ge:i.ger the grea·l:; heretic in the eyes 

of the orthodox, and served as a member of the editorial board of the 

II I 11Wissensoha:f'tliohe Zeitsohrift f.-llr Judisohe Theologie,' Rapoport in 

praotioo at least remai11ed oonservative e.nd ne·ver traveled the road of 

radical Reform. In M.s early manhood his aversion to those intellectuals 

who sorutinize ·bhe sayings and opinions of the sages only for the purposea 

~ of finding support for their :radical views, was disclosed in his introduo-

tion to his 
,-.. 

where he stated the purpose of his work was ·to shut up once for all the 
) 

mouths of those who speak infamous things, whose wisdom consists in ri-

dioulingthe sages," this attack being di:reoted against Judah Mises .. who 

hi.ld been his friend and who had landed him in his work J\ vJ--,!. 11 ./1 i< J I' • 

His refusal to follow in their footsteps aroused ·bhe fury of the a.dvooe.tes 

of Reform as we are informed by a letter sent to !,uza.tto. 11 Thon those who 

deemed themselves wise, arrogant youths, ofnie and do·v-i se
1

#.sohemas against me 

beoe.uae I refused to walk in the path, upon whioh they ware ·traveling. 

---,.-.., ...... ~-• ----· -• -• -• ;.-0 -• -•-----•---.... .................................. ~--..,,..__...,,,.;,.,_,. f• Galo" ~ 
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They despised me and put me to slw.rne even before people of •t;he lowest 

strata. But I detested them and refused to depart, heaven forbid, 

from the Torah. 1161 

When Rapopor-t,,begim to attain the age of' fi:f'·by, somewhat of a. 

reaction ·took plaoe in his life; he became more and more oonservativo and 

began to lose the liberalisin of his youth. He threatened in 1836 to 

sever his connection with the Kerem Homed because Goldberg published some 

of' the controversies wM.oh 

generation. In 1838 in a letter to the oommunitty of Rrotosohin he 

"Z II announced his withdrawal from the ei·bsohrif't: • It read as fol lows: 

11My ways are f'ar from those who wish to tear down the laws of. Judaism 

which must eventtually lead ·to the destruction of the whole structure of' 

Judaism. I wrote to this ef.f'eot to Abraham Geiger. He is a oultured 

gentleman and it pains me to see him depart from the path traveled by 

Maimonides and the sages of' all ages ••• he pla.oed my name in the list of 

editors without asking my permission. As soon as I found out his purpose 

I asked him to remove my name from ·the list but he did not comply with 

my request. Therefore I w:i:bhdrew all my contributions and was compelled 

to inform the public that I no longer partioipate1'in the work of the 

ZeHsohri.ft. 1162 Geiger ,justly denounced him for this aot and also proved 

that the faQts as given by Rapoport were false. Geiger wrote in his Zeit

sohri.ft, 
111 want to explain ·the abaenoe of Hapoport 'a name from ·the list 

of our edito1·1:i. I am compelled to give pubHoity to this matter sinoe 

Rapoport has not remained true and loyal in his rela:bions to me and ·to this 

paper. When I was selected as editor in ohief of this journal, I wrote to 

731""".-""'i.r""'';-""Sh~"'l'P'":""" 38,. ...,,...__ . <!X "' .. ~..,.-- .. '~_.._.. .. .-~~---
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Rapoport asking him to contribute articles. He reoej:ved my suggestion 

with joy, sending me a number of articles for publication. In 1837 when he 

was endeavoring; to obtain the rabbinate at Tarnopol, he wrote me, oriti-

cising the tendencies and views of the paper and also maintained that in 

oase the tendenoy was not altered, he would be oompelled to disassooiate 

himself from the journal. I replied, informing him that we would view 

his resignation with keen regret and would appreciate further communication. 

I received no letter from him sinoe then, but nevertheless, I did not 

remove his name from the list of editors. It was to my great amazement 

and astonishment that I reoei ved news of' his letter ·to Krotosohin, in 

which he attacked me and announced the b:reaki.ng off' of all relations wi·th 

the 11Zsitsohrif't 11
• From our correspondence one oan easily see ·bhat his 

statements that his name was plaoed on the board of' editors without his 

permission and furthermore that 'he wrote to us request1.ng us to publish 
· 63 

in the Zeitschrift; his resignation, whioh we refused, a.re entirely untrue. 11 

This letter of Rapoport' s to the community of Krotosohin was utilized by 

the enemies of Geiger to slander him before the governmental officials to 

prevent his at·tainrnent of the Rabbinate of' Bresla.u. Rapoport regretted 

having injured Geiger. 'When Rapoport assumed his rabbinical duties at 

L~. Prague in 1840 he Wf!S compelled to face the issue which was then confront-

ing the Jewish world. Would he be influenced by the -tendencies of the ti11B, 

or would he oling to the old? He allayed the suspicions of. the oonserva

tives by remaining s1;ea.df'ast to traditions and he cha.:raoterized the work 
'fV ~-"''a J °"'~ 

of the reformers as 11 abomiJfations which a.re now !n J.srael 11
• H~o oha.raoterized 

I\ 

the lei~ders as misleaders of the people, who oause the people to go a.stray 

63. Wissensohaf·tliohe Zeitsohrif't fur judisohe '.l.'heologie, vol 4 P• 472 .. 475 
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who say they have no share in the Talmud and in the law of Mosea, 64 lfe 
/ 

also attaoked Jost wi"th whom he had beoome/;tranged, :f'or his views on 

Rabbi (Jehuda Hanasi, and oharaoterized him as one who 11 deatroys and uproota 1166 

In this dispute w-lth Jost, one must decide in favor 0£ Rapoport. 

' . 
Rapoport a ut·ter hatred or reform is displayed in his attitude 

towards the rabbif1ioa.l convention held at Frankfort. A number of rabbis 

of more liberal tendencies were assembled at li'rankf'ort to suggest reforms 

whioh would save decadent Judaism. 'l'he fit-st motion brought forward to 
, ~ 

dispense with Hebrew in the liturgy, ob}-~~d Z~haraie.(l''rankel who was 
!IV 

one pf' the Rabbis present, to seve)\ his oonneotions with the assembly. Rap o-

po:rt determined to write an open letter to the assembly, to dissuade them 

from the path they were traveling, w.hioh he believed would lead to the brink 

of' destruction. But previous tp the letter to the assembly, he dispatoht~d 

to J 0 st, with whom he had renewed friendly relations, a letter in whioh 

he wrote, 111 run glad to hear that you are abou1, to publish a history of 

Israel. I hope that you will express yourself oonoerning the now seots 

IV 
whioh are a~ising in Israel, also oonoerning those individuals who oall 

themselves Rabb:i.s. I hope that you will not spare these men :f.'or the in

juries they a:re in:f'lhoting upon our people. Woe be unto us, for they are 

breaking a small people into pieoes. They shatter us even as the potter 

dashes the vessel into pieoes. Luther divided a large and mighty people 

and even nat;Jthe wounds have not heald-$)1i as yet. But these wish to scatter 

a small :flook, whioh has already been dispersed and whhh has no shepherd, 

a people small in numbers, whose glory has oonsisted in surviving uri.til 

this day, and who has performed miraoulous dead.s by its inner spiritual power. 

64. I Shir P• 136 
66 I Shir P• 106 
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Whan did Luther arise to bring about a :refor:mu:bion? It was when he found 

fault with the priests. But what have the leaders of Israel done? '.r'hese 

innovators are merely causing strife and struggle in Israel. This struggle 
..s 

will delay the progress of Israel on the journey of history. This di\-

sension will also da.me.ge ua in the eyes of rulers and nations, and will 

r~➔t1:n·d our em~l.noipation. '.l.'here ia no benefit to be gained from the reforms. 

If.' changes a.re ll(~eded ln our religious praotises,. time Will bring them, 
~(I} 

and t!a: nothing else.will. These mwn will not be able to accomplish any-

thi.ng fo:r they have no authority in any country w:l.th the exoeption of 

Germany. They oannot even benefit their oh:!.ldred by these innovations. 

The oomi.ng generation would prefer thei'~.ith of the Gentiles than thia 

oolorless., cold religion wi·th no emot5.on and no spirit. 1166 

When the Rabbis of the convention wanted to know the rfmsona 

for the absence of' so many Rabbis, Rapoport addressed an open letter to 

them giving his reasons for his absence and he also wrote 
11

l would like 

c~~"1 
to know what prompta you in your c,onvening • I oan hear you a.nsw~ 

to reform a oertain practises j_n order to prevent ·the conversions whi.oh 

are taldng place.. I qestion whether you have the r:i.ght to ohange any 

ouatorn current among our people and not to speak of a fundamental law. 

fhe No man has the right, since the days o:f' 'I'anuim and the Amoraim.., to 

institute anything against the spirit of the Rabbis. I see where one 
1-,. 

of' your Rabbis (referring to Holdheim) wishes to entrust the power o:r 

g:rarrt:1.ng divo:r.oe to every Rabbi e.nd to the civil. oourts, even tho it may 

oonfliot with the spirit of Juda.ism. But his theory i.s untenable and 

:1.s built on a weak foundation. To 

:f'an1ilyi 1srael. Who w&ll listen ,.. 

follow his wl Eihes would. destroy ·bhe 

to.your advice? All. your vlews a.nd 

:i.nnova.tiona are limited to ·bhe tTews j,n, Germany, whioh i'aot you yourselves 
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will admit., And I doubt whether one sixth of ·l:;he Jews of' Germany will be 

influenoed by your deoision.s. And even those who seem to be under your 

jurisdfotion, those do ao not beoause the-y respeot and knim honor you, 

but booauae it i.s most oonvan1.ent for them to follow your instructions. 

And from the addresses of' some of those who are assembled, we would believe 

that the love of Israel is not in your hea.:rta. Just think or what one yom g 
dn"txo~ 

He.bbi sfdd, "Isroo. for centuries turned its baok against oulture, Its spir~ 

i.tl-ltta emotions were atrophied beoause the actions whioh actuated its 
(U 

life were not understood by those who per:foJtned them, no spiritual motive 

aotua. e ·tr1e r ee s, un 1 om:· own genera ion, t d t i d d t"l t· II 

It is well nigh impos~ 

dble to believe that one who calls h:1.msalf a Rabbi in Israel would write 

such absurd sta.tementi~. And none of those assembled answered this attaok. 

But how absurd o..re these remark13. At a period ]i.}hon the peoples of' Asia. 

and l!Jurope were pursuing the shadows of darkness, when they were waging 

war against eaoh other without knowing ·bhe reasonf. for doing so, when they 

r,,jeoted all culture and hated any intellectual, tho sages •and wise 

men of J:srttel studied zealously their Holy Wr:ltings a.nd the books of their 

earlier sages •••••• Compar;i.rig our sages to the sages of other peoples, 

apd (i)iiial~ .J-1-~ we would f'ind rele.tively speaking, that our sages surp~wsed/the sages of' / 

other nations. Not a generation has pasoed that our people has not pro

duoed a great :i.n.telleotual. And even sohola.r.s of other peoples admit that 

the spread of' ouJ.turo duri.ng the dark medieval days through Spain~ must 

bt'3 att:ri buted to the Jews, who lived in ·the north ~ under ·the rule of' 

~ "'hristia.nity and i.n the south under the rule of the M hammedanjl •••• And V • (:., . 

our sages in Spr~Pi-d.espi te the persecution and the tortu1·e whioh they 

underwent., did not spend ·bheir time f'oolishly as their perseoutors did., 

but poured over the So:riptures, wrote oommenta:des 
I 

and composed piutim. 
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And while those in the north were weeping ou'l:; their hearts in lar11entations 

their brethren in the south were singing prai.ses to the Most High ~tnd were 

oomposing beautiful songs. When one reads them today, he is uplif'ed and 

removed from ·l:;h.e worries of' his material e.xis-t;enoe. What have you in mind 

when you attempt to destroy all hope, to rob Isrrtel o:f its aspirations for 

a future redemption? Thia :r suppose, is due to the outcry of' some rene-

d "I d gadea who say like tho servant whose ear was bore , love my :ma.atE.1r an 
not 

do wish to be set free. 11 And bec:muse they wish to dispense with this hope t 

they change the oharaoter of the prayers. All this will not help them in 

their political. relation to the other people. '.I'he other nations regard tm 

Jews as faithful, patriotic, even though they may long for the land of 

their e.noestors.. They will not deprive them of' therhr civil rights and oi

tizensh:i.p just because the Jew:s: oomf'ort themseJ.v·es 1.n their prayers and 

speak of past evils done thorn, and of future hnpes. Your attempts to 

era.dio!ite all mont:1.on of Palestine, will depri.ve the ~rew o:f. M,s past and 

future and la,~ve him onlj' tho fleeting pro sent. Cease to do your evil 

WOl'k. 1167 

Geiger informed tho oonfe:ranoo that a letter was reoei ved from 

Rapoport, but because it was written in He brow, ·t;;he oonferenoe vot;ed not 

to have itE1 oontents r•ead. Thia, as would be e:x.peoted, aroused the wrath 

and fury of Rapoport and he sent a third letter to Raphael Kiroh0im, 

in wh:i.oh he denouoed tht~ assembly in moat bi.ti;er terms. He wrote 
11

I 

saw from your aots at your f'i:rst oonferenoe that you were bent on evU 

deeds; but now I run oonfi:rmed in my opinion that you a.re ber1t on destroy 

ing the atruoture of Juda.ism. You have oradioa.ted Hebrew, atnoe you hate 

it as you hate Judaism. A young upstart in your midst (referring to Herzfeld) 

67. Toohaohath M0gultah p. 4~29 



mad.e tho :.•rbatement that the So:dptures are not the work of God• Where 

did he obtain such a deatruotive view? These new judges in Israel do 

not know the people of 1srael nor its oha:raoter. During theil' early 

youth they ha leave their h()mes to study in tho a.ocular schools, without 

:f'irst having learned to read Hebrew well, and without oomi.ng in oontaot 

ooot:,sionally with their brethren, and aoqualn.ting themselves with their 

conditions. Arter they haV(,) completed the studies preparatory to law and 

medi.oine, they are undecided as to wha.t to do. The study of law requires 

too much time, and medioine has too:ia many i~ i't already. Then the thought 

strikes them, why not a het.ile:r of souls'! That does not :rt)quire study. 

And eventually they oonfe:r upon themselves the title of Rabbi. They are 

candidates fo:r the rabbinate. They then peer into somt1 books written by 

non-News on or against Israel, for they cannot read Hebrew books or, 

rather, they despise thembecause of statements they have heard from non

Jows. They gle.noe occasionally into i~;~i~8 or into the Le:xioom.1. -

I have heard of the oase of a young oandida.te who heard that there was 

a law about 1 I\ :.) • Not knowing the meaning thereof. he peered into Ga .. 

senius but he could not find it. He then asked his colleagues to lend 

h1.m their lexioo1~ but even there he failed in hi.a quest. By merely 

glancing into these books they consider themselves fit to speak on Jewhh 

matters, to :ridicule the Talmud, eto. Some of these are selected by the:l.r 

oong:rogation in order to lighten the yoke of their religion. 1168 

These three letters were oomM.ned and published in 1846 under 
,, 

the title of 

In his introduction to•'O'JII? 1'j) ·u • :ll I< l'I .h 1;;).. I \I' :A published 
0 

j,n 1848 he again th,mde:red a.gidna·l:; the Reform group in Berlin. He wr0te 

in part "With this work (l'of.er:ring to the 11 .,.r:i1'1.11'') the righteous oun ttike 

~~·~ .. ~_....~ _______ ___......,_,.,_•-••-,n-•--

68. Toohaohnth Megullah. P• 30-33 



revenge on the prophets of deoeit who greet only the present. but not the 

pa.st and the f'utura; and with a pen they draw a line through the past 

and the hope of the future. But in our literature and liturgy the past 

and .t'uture ere linked together. The greatest of our prophets who promi.sed 

thitt out· covenant would never 

recall the oo,renant of former 

be broken also added the promise "And I will 
.,~ 

days,• the men of the great assembly said 

II ~ 
i.n their prayers who remembors the kindness of the fathers and briggs 

:redemption to their desoendantE1, 0 He who shaves off tho head and the white 

hair of the elders destroys dso the hope of the child ••••• In their days, 

the days of the early Gaonim, there were no renegade teaohers who main-

tained that it was necessary to violate ·the 6abbath to make ~ Hving. 11 
•• 

Here we see the end of' tho rebels and sinners even o:f today. Tha,:1.r names 
,, . bj ~~" 

shall become as warnings. They are a group ••• einpG.ahiN&eet<.rgd\; 1 of 

evil doers. 'l'hey are a gathering of R.abbis in the BUlpnl.er days. They pick 

late summer frult and when the srunmer :1,s gone no one is saved and helped. 1169 

" Ir1 it he also attacked Furst for havir1g made use of some of his investiga• 

tiona w:l.thout gi vir1g him oredit for i.t. 

then Geiger published his 11Ursohrift 11 in 1857 Rapoport knew no 

bounds in his :rage and anger. In his opinion this work was the greatest 

sacrilege committed in Israel. 'l'he fury of his wrath oan be seen in e. 

letter he addressed to Luzatto "Another one, who calls M.mself a Rabbi 1 

has joined the :i.nnovatoN.1. That person is Geiger who writes :1.n his wo1•k 

(Ursohrift) that he has no portion in the God of Is:rael. Af'ter I have 

passed my seventieth birthday I wi 11 answer his views .for silence in thh: 

it1stanoe would mean f'ea.r. A man, to whom the '.L'orah :i.s entrusted to teaoh 

i.t to his oongrage:bion o:riea oub. 11 Your fathers and teaohers have deoeived 

you. The greater part of this law of Moses was oompoaed a thousand yea.rs 

69.2 T. Gaonim Kdamonim p. 1., 2, and 9 



JV JI 
after the days of Moses. 

n 
If no j'eader rises up to refute his charges, 

what will the men of.' the comi.ng generatfon say? 'I'hat the rabbis of' the pa.st 

generation removed the garments of the rabbinate frorn themselves and revealed 

to the world tha.t there is no Torah. that there is n,o Mitzv·ah. 70 In 

1868 the son of Rapoport pubJ.ished the n ~1 /./'I , , >{ , which he claims was 

written by his f.ather just pr:l.or to his death, as a refutation of 

t II • II Geiger s theories as expounded i.n his Urschr1£t • 

I G 
to thf#s wol"l~ of his, Rapoport wrote, 11So may od be 

In his introduotion 

with me and keep me 

in the path I run traveling, whioh is no1v leading to the eternal,.resting 

plaoe, I would not have paid any attentio11 to these lies and would not have 

answered them, I have never read any of their blasphemi.ngs, with the ex ... 

caption of thew first ones ( ref'erring to the Ursohrif·t:.). But my zeal for 

the Torah and the reproach of the blasphemers :f'~ flame within my 

bones, that I could XR not resist writing. This Torah. aooording to this 

individual, i.s false and consists of the writings of va.rious men. tna 

'l1hen ~apoport procoed.ed in most virulent terms to denounce Geibger per

sonally and to refute the various theol'ies set forth by Gaoger. Altho 

we may not argue with Rapoport in all of his remarks regarding the work, 

we must admit that Geiger W(;\S v·ery arbitrary in some of' his v·iews. Bern ... 
,<'.-- ~*"•4,,_.,, . ., ar 

feld7"a;d (Gefg;-~i73 believed that the/Torah'' was not wri"tten by Rapoport:. 
._../" '\,,,,,,c,,,,.,-

just prior to hi a death, but in the first stages of his fury when he 
~ 

5aw the contents of hhe 11 Ursohrift. 11 'rhey are of the opj_nion that the 

great critio did not wish to see the works published, but to was only 

through the rash action of his son that its oontents were made known to 

the publio. Rapoport praotioa.lly spent the last years of his life in de-

nounoing Ref'orm., ridiouling i-t., show:i.ng how through various stages it led 

o:i,"""rorah~~ .. ,T_,_,,, ---· - ' •.• • - -- ~-- ' 
Dgr 0ha.chO,.lll., P• 63 tt 

Judisohe Zeitsoh?'i:f't fur Wissensoha:f't und leben vol 7. p. 80 



74 to the baptismal font. was alao an 

objeot o:t' his :t'ury, whc, was oharacterized by Rapoport as , ,v , an ox. 

Many of his former friends were estranged from him beonuse of his bitter 

denunciation of Reform. 

But Rapoport, on the other hand, we.a not spared by the advocates 

of Reform. Many maJntained that the plety wh1.oh he assume.d at the age of' 

fifty was not sinoere. but merely a cloak to delude the Orthodox, to be 

II U 
able ·to retain h:!.s rabbinioal position. Geiger in his Zeitschrif't 

hinted that the rea.EJon whioh actuated Rapoport in severing his relations 

with the 11 Zeitsohrift 
II 

was not due to the fact that he disppproved of its 

tendencies, but he desireal to show the conserve.ti ves that he too was 

oonser,rative and henoe was suited for the Rabbinate. The letter to 

Krotoachin, in Geiger's opinion was merely a drama.tio piece of wo1·k to 
1• 1J • l iw1"1\ 

display his 0piaty11
• 
76 In reviewin.g Rapoport' s int:rvduotion to the u •;i,n 

'\ 

Geiger wrote, "Rapoport does not seem to have any appreo:i.a.t ion of' the 

spirit of the times. He is moving in a very small circle. We are now 

reading his introduction to the 11'Jt\1-rr 1J 'J' 1 t), )'l.J1'/lt-, • Thl:ll'l'l are 

some very valuable remarks in it. But how improperly he conducts himself' ••• 

Do not ·those statements (referring to Rapoport, 
1 
s attack on Reform) evoke 

a,v-1 

pity? Is not GMsuch outlook ridiculous, are not suoh expressions dis-
" 

gusting? Ir Rapoport would pay more attention to the Ga.onim, and less 

attention to ·the Germ.an movement, whioh he does not understand, the spirit 

of which he cannot comprehend, and whi.oh he cannot stay by his acuteness., 

'ki we would read his investigittions withmnre joy and with greater sa.tisfaotion.•• 

74. Hanw.gid, 1862, number 24 
75. W. z. fur J.t. vol 4 P• 474 
76. Wisseneoha.f'tlioha Zeitsohri:t't fur judisohen Thaologie p. 102-196 
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!i'urst wrote a bitter demmoie.tion of' Rapoport ror having at·taoked him 

:1n M. s "Al '1 f.J/ J\ '' • The older tb~t Rapoport beorune and the more he attacked 

·1-1ef th h b th t t f' th · · ' ,., 1 • " orni, e more a ecrune e arge o 01.r cr1. tic ism. , ,JtH1 11 

him a hypocrite and a deceiver. In 1867 Geiger took a calmer attitude 

i::owa.rd Rapoport and analyzed his relations as follows:·· Rapoport could not 

b~ep step with the onward march of ideas. He was satisfied to destroy 
c:,..J.,.. 

the ignorance of his own little ~i.e. Hewas only 1.nterested in kind-

ling the Hght of.' knowledge in tradit:i.onal Judaism. He thought it suf'

fi.clent to have the old orthodoxy assume a friendly attitude towards 

ouJ.ture, but the attempt to brin1 Judaism up to modern conditions, to 

£i·g;gW, for feform was in his eyes a dangerous one. The viewlng of h5.story 

a.s ever growing las ne;,rer s·tagnant, was a dangerous one in his opinion. 

Although he Mm.self showed how the power of the Babylonian Talmud was 
t,_..4 

brought about, he was not willing to br,tak away from its yoke. He 

did not laok the critical outlook. He spoke of a 2nd Isaiah, of Maooabean 

Psalms. But when it crune to take Biblioal orit;ioism. seriously, when it 

beorune necessary to follow up the result of criticism, he withdrew in 

a great fright. Gradually he lost al]. oomp1•ehendon and understanding of 

the ideas that were stirring the world, and he also began to lose his 

skill in his own particular field. Although surrounded by the greatest. 

cultural a.otivity, wM.ch would have enriched him had he so desired, he 

7'1 
wa,sted his time. 

Geiger :i.n reviewing his OR TORAH wrote of him, "You all know 

that this individual,wh() passed away but latelyldied, as f'ar as his spirit 

was ooncenred thirty years· ago, and therefore you oannot expect to find 

anything of' intellectual value in hhe works which he produced during this 

period and whioh were animated by his ,SYP,?.o,:r:,i.,ti-..J!!!_Orthodox attitude. 11 78 

7f1.J.Zz fur W.L. vol 5. pilge 248 ... 250 
7S. J.Z. fur W.L. vol 7 P• 78 
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In just:l.f'ica.tion of Rapoport, we cannot agree with those who 

maintain that the piety and the religious zeal whioh oharaoterized his 

aotivities after he had attained the Rabbinate of Pril.gue was merely of an 

external ne.ture, merely assumed. It is true that a reaction took plaoe 

when he reached the age af about fifty, but this f'aot must not be attrib

uted to hypocl'isy,as Bernfel!Jd has so well put it, but to a natural pay ... 

chologioal law. We have seen thousands of similar oases. Who has not 

hea:rd of men, who have been rad1.oals in their youth, but:. who as they grow 

older and undergo various experiences, asxume a more conservative outlook 

on life? This is, psychologists tall:s: us, the wa.yof. all flesh. Rapoport 

falls under the same category and hence-we must not attribute h:l.a reao,tion 

to oa.ution but to a naturEil psychological tender1oy. We believe that llold

heim' s oharaoterhation of' Rapoport is that he disting;u:i.shed between 

the theoretical and the p:reurbioal, the intelledual arid the ceremonial ... is 

the true one. That Rapoport made this dlatin.ction between investigation 11 , 'j\ I\ 

and praotioal life ,1 e ) 1) can be seen in one o:r the letters which he 
l,.e. I.VIV" 

wrote while htW1as still a comparatively young man. He wrote 11 lf' at times 

I hope to ascend the heights and ride in an opposite direction to those 

who ride in chariots of the 'l'almud and Mishna, I olip my wings and remain 

below." And th:i.s tendency of. his to make a difference between 11 researoh" 

and 11oeremonial or rather pre.oti.oal life
11 

beorune more mo.nif'FJSt as he grow 

old er. But he never smoked the pipe of peace with the ultra-orthodox as 

evidenced by an artiole which he contributed to the Jeshurun
79 

and by 

his attack on Samson Raphael H:i.:rsoh. But Rapoport sinned in one respeot. 

Reoalltng the days when he was hounded and persecuted by the ohassidim 

and the ultra pious he sho·uld have never denounced men who were not in 

agreement with him. 

~ ....... ,.._....~ ......... ,., .. , ~ ...... -..--~~~·---------
79. 'Meshurun p. 65--92 



OHA.PTWR IV 
II 

AN APPRECIATION OP J1IDAH LOB RAPOPOR•r 

Rapopo:rt's name will go do~ through the annals of Jewish his• 
$. 

to:ry as one of the foundel'.'s o:f. 11'Wissenschaf't des Judent;huma 11 Through the 

publication of the biographies (1829 ... 1831) ·t;he p&1.thrro.y for a thorough 

knowlddge of. the internal history of' Judu:tsm and the Jetwish :raoe was 

opened up. He was the first to plough the field of biography and rave.al 

·to the world the life of our a.noesto:rs. Rapoport proved :imd:lsputably and 
t-<t-o/ ,,~~ 
upoU-Gtriotly soient:i.f'io grounds that the g;rtH.1.t representa.ti'V'ea of Juda.ism, 

its leaders in the Middle Agea, instead o.f' shunning the light of knowledge. 

aot,ual ly kindled and :f'ed H. He showed ·t:;hat, at a time when Eu:roperut 

nations were still ste13ped in the darkness of the Middle Ages, the Jewa 

oultiva.ted general so:l.enoe. Chronology, historical geography, the history 

of' literature and other branches important .f'or the odtical invastiga:t.i.on 

of' history, whioh had hitherto been altogether neglected., or only super• 

£io:i.ally treated, were by him .first proved necessary and applied., The 

aoute in-J;elligenoe with whloh he 1..mtted disjointed f'aots and sepa:ra:l;ed 

JL 
others apparently oonnnot:ed; the ori"bi.oal ·touohstone whi oh ho applied to I\ .. , 

distinguish the true from the false, anrl :f'iaots from legends, p:roduoed such 

auggeB"tive results, thf.t.t after Krochmal, he must be considered the f'e.ther 

of Jewish soienoe. As a orittoa.l investigator he was prooedod by Jost, .. ~.,, ............. _,._.,,.,,,_ ... 

Zunz., and Kroohmal. But .Zun~ M.mseli' adm:l:ts in his introduotion to his :wlllk 

work on Rashi that Rapoport e:x:oelled him in this domil1:l.on. And all that 

had been a.chi ev~d through Jost ·vanished before Rapoport I s researohes 1:lke 

superficial talk before a well digested, well oonatruoted, clearly oonoe1.ved 

01ratio11. He dif'f'ered :f':ror11 Krochmal in that his invei:rb:l.gat ions were more 

I 
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minute and de·tailed.. Krochmal had more liking f'or the general o.nd enoyo

lopediae_ studies; details aer·ved h:lm only as a oon.f'i:rmation of his theory • 
.;. .... ,.,.-·~· 

.Rapoport, on the other hand, was more interested in minute researoh•and 

genera.I atud:i.etix did not attract him. Rapoport d:i.d not lose himself' IIJX as 

his teacher Krochmal did :i.n the mazes of' Hegelian philosophy, nor was he 

bewitohed by the beauti.t'1.tl flowers of speculation. BO Though Bernf'eld may 

be o.f' the op5.nion that Krochmal e:x:oelled Rapoport and that the power of' 

the latter oomparad with the power of the former was like ·the light 

81 n of the moon to the b:rill:l.anoy of the sun, napoport aohie·ved more in the 

field of oritioal researoh, because he did not allow himself to be in

timidated by heretic hunters, and displayed more mr,irt, courage openly to 

defend the truth reoogni zed by h:l.m as suoh. Henoe the aoientifio movement 

within Judaism, which sinoe his time has oontinm.\lly grown in foroe, 

mus·I:; be entirely attribu-ted to him. He we.a well equipped for oritioa.l 

investigation; knew all the bypaths of' Jewish literature; was oonseorated 

as it were, from the womb .for thi.s work. Geiger, who bitterly assailed 

him for his e:btaoks on Reform, wrote of h:l.m as follows: 11 Rapoport' s 
ka,r.:, 

great achievement a.nd ·the invaluable service which he rendered consists 
'\ 

in tho publioa:l;ion of the biographies of the Rabbis of the Medieval Ages, 

/V 
in which the l>,i cultural development of Medieval Jewry is .revealed with 

profound sohola.rship and with a.mazing acuteness ••••• He mas·l;ered the soienoes 

and also ao'uired a soientifio method neooasary £or his in-vestigations. 

His knowledge of the Talmud and other Jewish literature was vast and e.x

tensiva, and he was also equipped with profound acu·beness ohara.o·beris'l:;io 

of Polish Rabbis. He spent a Little time d,.1.bbl:i.ng in bel.J.es-let·t;res, 

but he quickly discovered ·t;ha.t h:i.s s'l:;rength lay not in that direction. 

So tl·ue A.nd vi~id are ·l;he oharaoters whioh he portrayed t.h(.l.t they seem to 

80. Gesamm.elte Sohri:f'ten by David Ifo.ufmann -vol 1 p. 323 
81. Dor Chaohrun p. 9 



live. To give a proper deaoription of the great individuals he was oompelled 

not only to draw his material .f'rom their books but also from t~e f:ragmen .. 

tary mam.1so:ripts. Not only did he paint a piotur.e of the great oharaoters 

but also of the cultural conditions of the period in which they li'\red and 

worked. Out of the ohaos of light and darkness Ra.popor·b gave us a true 

description of the oultural development of the times. In brief'., Ra.poport 

painted his pictu:r,,s for ua :i.n clear and viv:i.d colors. Although he may 

have erred in many details., although he may huve on a number of ocoasions 

worked from mere conjecture, he undoubtedly opened up a new pathway for 

others to travel upon. A new era began wi'bh Rapoport. Inspired by .Rapo

port a group o:r men rose to carry on the investigation of' Jewish lore 
82 

to greater heighta. 11 

Rapoport distinguished himself in another :Cield, in the mazes 

and labyrinths of the Talmud. To him the Talmud was not merely a legal 

book regulat:l.ng the acts ,and actions of his people, but a Hving history, 

contain:i.nt~ the hopes, aspirations and life or his beloved people. At 

a time when the Oral Law was ridiouled, at a period when some of the re-
11 .({ 

:rorme:rs wanted to dethrone the Oral law and enthrone Mosaismus" • Rapo-

S 
port arose to diaolose its hidden t:rea.aures and proved oonolusively that 

only through it was lsra.el enabled to survive the oa.taclysms of M.s·bory. 

He waged open tattle against I I\J/ f< Y ti J. "I and Abraham Krochmal who had 

launched severe attacks against the Talmud and the Mishna_., and espeo:h.lly 

agains·t the compiler of' the Mi shna. Rapoport was ·the first to po5.nt out 

the diff'erenoas between the Palestinj_a.n and Babylon:i.an '.l'almuds, and 

showed ·bhat :l.n many respects the Palestinian Talmud was superior to the 

Babylonian 'falmud. Isaao Hirsch Wise,, who ori"ticized Rapopor·b, had the 

82. J.Z. fur W. und L. p. 244 
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f'ollowing to say of Rapoport 
I
s endeavors in thi,s direction: "He did a noble 

task by glorifying the 'l'alrnud and the Mi shna. He revealed the hldden 

treasures of its w:i, sdom, and he olari.fied many passages hlth0rto not un

derstood. He illumined many phrases oovered, as it were, wi'th a oloud. 

Through hia efforts the Talmud b<;}Oame a souroe book of the history of our 

people of the age, by means of' which we will have a better understanding 
s· 

of' our own timelii1. His remarks as to the Haggad.ah, the d:ifferencebetween 
"I 

the Babylonian and Palestinian Talmud and certain customs practiced in 

83 Israel are very valuable~" 

Comparing ·t;he li'tera.ry styles of Rapoport and Kroohmal Bern

feld made the following trtatement in his book 1me-- 11,:;, r- , , T pubHshed in 

1896, in which he seemed to be pre.}udioed against Rapoport, despite his 

statements to the contrary. 11 1 prefer the style o:f' Krochmal beoa:use i't; 
(Y 

is short and ooncise - ;style suH,ed for soientifio purposes, without any 
ll 

embellishments. 'l'he style of Rapoport, on the other hand, is -laden with 

84 
too nutny figures of speeoh - his style is too verbose, fulJ. of repetitions. 11 

' In his Bernfeld, a.l though less severe than in his book 7J ::> 1, 1 1 T 

made ·the same ori tioism,. 11 The s1;yle or Rapoport, 11 Bernfeld wrote., "was 
vv 
l'\o-LA.>e<-t-j 

very f~~ and ornate, full oi' imagery and dfigures of speeoh ••• He was 

too verbose. Oft:i,me strange idioms crept into his wr:i. tings. 'l'his dulled 

the sharp edge of M.s wisdom ••••• Ha bu:t':i.ed h:i.s thxoughts under a load o:r 

beautiful figures of speeoh. His style wa.s .full o:r strength, but was not 

fitted for scientifio research. 1185 Graetz, on tho other hand, maintained 

that whilst the Hebrew style of Naohma.n Kroohmal was rugged, awkward., al

most stiff as tha.t of the T:tbbonides, and read like a ·bransle:Hon from a 

foreign language, Rapoport displayed a remarkable :flow of language, 

86 
ease

1
and :fluency. 

84. Dor Chacham p. 13 
85. T. Shir, p. 22 
86. Graetz, vol 5, p. 61~ 
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The w-rH;er of this thesis cannot agree with Bernf'eld 1.n his oritioisrn of 
-1~ 

Rapoport 'a style. But tho writer, which may b~J1~- his t~ > 
·l.. .. 

youth, or ignorance most likely, appreciated th~ beauty of Rapoport's 

s·l;yle when«nrer figures o:f.' speech were utilized,..,,..sensed the rhythm o:f.' his 

language whenever imagery was injected. The wt'iter found the ,li 1>-r.. A I\.=. 1.,... 

the language of' whfoh is very ornate and which was ori-tioized by Bernf'eld87 

·very entertaining and on the other hand the 
,.. ., 
n: .J,.):l.l'V.)) whioh was 

B 88 praised by ernfeld rather dull reading. 

Wi'th regard to Israel I a relations to other peoples, Rapoport 

was an , one who believed in the golden mean. He 

was of the opinion that Israel should not &eB«M• seolude itself in the 

ghetto and shun all culture to preserve its partioular identity, but 

rather oome :ln contact with all nations and learn ·their ways and customs. 

Unlike Luzatto, he maintained that the emancipation would benef'it Iara.el, 

1~.nd he urged all :k1i11.1 to reap the benefits thereof'. His everle.sting ory 

was ·that Israel must drink from all wells of culture, .even those of non

Jews. He strove with all his might and main to instUl the arts and sciences 

into his people, to ha-ve them climb the ladder of knowledge. The hatred 

whioh other people heaped upon hs, he maintained, was due -to ou1• neglect 

of the arts. He oould not sympathize with the view that Israel, in order 

to preserve its peculiar. gen:i.us, must av·oid all contact with the culture 

II 
of other groups. He described the love whioh Buk cherished for his people 

who before en·bering Hassidism was a 11 seolusion:i.st 11 as follows: 11A love 

like this is in reality hatred; it has injured us sinoc time immemorial; 

it ha.a a.ided in augmenting the hatred of the non-Jew again::rl; us -H; 

has set us ba.ok hundreds of' yea.rs. Rapoport believed that we must draw 

ou;i• inspiration from all souroes. In the following poem one oan deteot his 
{) 

a:bti tude toward the culture of other ne:t:i.ons: 11 '! l~ve my people with all 

my soul and with all my might. My sp3.rit, my soul, my life, my glory 

~ '!' .' Shir·p: 120 ___ ' ' 
88. T. Shir P• 120 
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belong to he:r. Bui not like you, will my soul be silent at her lowly 

state, I will bend all my efforts to disperse her darkness with light. 

I will bring to he:r.., as a. gift, all sorts of delioaoi.es; I will bring to 

her feet the choioeot things of the nations .. From. the oiroum.o:tsed and 

the unoi rournoised, from the Greeks and the Romans, from the Germans, 

F'renohmen and Mohammed ens, thoy are alike to me. Acquire wisdom frorn all 

men, then you will atttUn ·the top of the ladder. Assi!Jl.ila.te the valuable 

89 part 0£ their work, then you will excel them all. The same sentiment 

is expressed in one of hj,s letters: 111'hose among us who look, 11 he wrote 

11 
out into the world in order to be able to understand the ways of our 

9,._q..~ 
Torah better, ~~e will t.ee:e~ ,_ to take in only the good a.nd val-

uable contributions of' other groups ••••• Oa.n we keep ourselves secluded 

from othor peoples? We who dwell a~ong nations, who oultivate the soienoes 

and produoeli hundreds of books every day? 9011 In his controversy wi'th 

tuzatto, who did not believe in the emanoipation, who maintained that 

Israel should keep itself' :f'ar aloof f'vom oorm.ot with other peoples, we 

oan ]hear the same note struok by Rappport: "Do you think- 11 he Wl'ote 'Co 

L zatto, "that Israel could have existed, sooluded, without taking some-,, 
thing from other groups; I see in our dispersion the hand of God, to have 

us reoei ve .from the various nations ·the best they had to offer. It is 
f. 

·true that Juda.ism was superio/ to Hellenism, but i·t oould not have with
i 

stood ·the onslaughts of hhto1~y alone. 1191 But Rapoport never pleaded 

for mere knowledi;e alone. He w,.i.s not interested in the a1;tainment of 

culture for mere oul·ture 's sake. He investiga:ted into the annals o;f his 

89. Dor Chaoham P• ll 
90. Dor Ohochom P• 12 
91. I Shir. P• 108 
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people no·t merely to acquire flame, not merely to satisfy his whims, but 

to glorify the name of Israel. The welfare of lsrael motivated all of 

his reseurohea. Rapoport's investigations were oha.raoterized by f'erv-or 

and love. They mus·t be regarded as nat ione.l perfo:rmanoea, not as the 

produots of idle soholarship. He wrote 
11
Do not say, Heaven forbid, that 

I do not love my people~ I swear, that my whole heart is oonseorated to 

the servioe of' Israel. I lo·11e her with e.11 my heart and soul. I will 

bear to the end of' my days any burden, if' it redounds to the credit of' 

W"j B 11 ., t my.people. ut experience and study have shown me that not by sepa.rtl: .. 

ing i:tself'from all peoples, not by shunning their wisdom, but only by 

II 
searching out the best o:f' other peoples, oa.n Israel ascend tothe heights. 

!l 
He pleaded with his co-religionists to study zealously so that Israelh may 

be honored thereby. He never failed in his works to write of the gcan

deur of our people, and to express his admiration for his ancestors. The 

following passage di.splays olea.rly his love: II I Do you know my brethren,' 

he wrote 11that the e:,dstenoe of' our people has been the mi.raole of' the ages.? 

Those nations who trusted in strength, in armies, have gone the way of 

all flesh., but our people, who sought refuge under the wings of' G·od, have 

survived.. The love of' our people is our foundation. Upon it, all the 

rest oan be buil·I; ••••• cause the sparks of your love for your people to 

92 I 
burst forth into flames." In answer to a query he wrote 

1
Lhten, ye 

young men. Inorease your studies, but do not add pain to your inheri"tanoe. 

Do not f'orget that ye are sons of God who has watohed over us thousands 

1193 D' of' years. espi·te the fact that he loved knowledge, he never perm1.t·ted 

it to displao(t, the lo-ve of his people. 

92. T. Bhir P• 26 
93. T. Shir p. 20 



In his religious outlook Rapoport was, as it has been stated 

in ·the previous oha.pters,. an 1 ~ m 'O , a man who traveled the 

middle road. He avoided the ·l:;wo extremes - the extreme of' ultra ortho

doxy and the extreme of' radical reform. His life was a oonM.nual battle 

against these two extremes and he believed that both led to the marshlands 

of destruction. He was a Jew belonging to the Zachariah ~'rankel designation. 

We believe that many of the oritioiams which Isaac Hj.rsoh Wise 

made against Rapoport are unwarranted. In the misunderstanding which 

arose berween Krochmal and Rapoport, for· instance, Isaao Hirsch Wise holds 

Hapoport responsible. Ne says. "I do not believe that Krochmal did any-

thi.ng to sever the bonds of friendship. Is it possible that Krochmal, 

who was humble and meek, who gave unstintingly of his wisdom to all who 

but asked for it, whose entire life was devoted to the glorification of 

thw Torah, is it possible that he should give oause for strife and struggle? 

It is more likely that Hapoport, who was easily insulted a.s is shown by 

the disptrte he had with I"Uzatto a.Aid Jost, was responsible f'or the break-

ing off of relations.
94 

Isaac Hirsch Wise would put more trust in a 

conjecture of his than in the explicit statement gbren by Rapoport who 

said, 
11
! did nothing to oause the severing o:f.' the ties of' friendship." 

Isaac Hirsch Wise attributes also the break wi:bh Luzatto to the obstinacy 

95 
of Rapoport. Any unbiased individual, who has read the interchange of 

aaj. 
letters between Luzatto and Ra.poport;ls acquainted with the details of 

their controversy, lVitk will readily admit that Luzatto is entirely re

sponsible for the estrangmment which took place between them. Even Bern

f'led, who was :i.nf'luenced by the oritioism of Isaac Hirsch Wise, despite 

BernfeJ.d's statements to the oon-t;rary,. admitted that the guil-ty person WflS 

q \? 
Luzatto. 

94. Zichronosi p. 113 
95. Zichronosm p. 103 
96. T. Shir P• 64 
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Another unjust orl tioism leveled by lsa.ao Birsoh Wise was tha:t 

Rapoport was not tolerant enough to listen to opinfons whioh were oont:rary 

to h:i.s, that onoe Rapoport had come to a oonolusion, no'lning oould induce 

R tt 
him to give it up, the.t apopo:rt was not e.mong those men who are inaul'ted 

and insult not. "97 Tho absurdity of' this oritioism is well pointed out 

by .librahrun Epstein, as a :refutation of the charges 

leveled by Isaao Hirsch Wise. Abraham i:sJll Epstein wrote 11 The remark that 
,· 

Rapoport was'' not one of' those who are j_nsulted and insult not, is entirely 

false. How did Rapoport reply to the insults which Luzatto heaped upon 

him? Rapoport wrote, "What have I done unto you, what have I commi t1;ed 

to have aroused this furious rage of yours? ••••• I do not know whether 

you will believ-e m.e when I say that my soul oleaves unto you oven as the 

flame oli.ngs to the ooal •••. I have no·t broken nor wilJ. ever break the 

1198 
vovenant ••• and you oan do as you please. Though there may be some ju.s-

tii'ioation in some of the orUioi.sms of I. H. Wue, most of' them are 

unfounded and unwarranted. 

Rapoport not only drank f'rom the wells of Knowlddge, but he 

aided others in drinking from the well.a of knowledge. Not only did he 

aid young studentr:1 by word of m.outh but also in a financial way. Many 

scholars have testified tht1t Rapoport helped them in ·hhe publioation of' 

their work. Even when he W&,s in d.:i.re f'inanoj.al straits, he always found 
99 

the means to aid a zealous student. Rapoport was known for hi.a k:l.11,d•• 

noss, Ma syn1pu,thy, his willingness to help those who were ln distress. 

The people j_n Prague used to say that Rapoport deserved to occupy the 
'. 

high position that he did, not so muoh through his sohol1;1,rahip emd learn-
• ; "'"?, , r .. 

ing but through h:l.s kind and noble deeds~ The ohtiraotori za.tion o.:V ,Rapoport 
,... ];,-

,, the walkj.ng enoyclopediel :t.i,- of Judaisrn
11

by Bernfeld ts vory apt~ · 

97. . "Zfo'hr~onosf !>786' . .. -.. ------
98. Divre Bfkorea P• 5 
99'3 •r. Shir; P• 28 
100. w.z. fur J. '.I.'. p. 4'73 
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11
His thoughts were those of' a man among men, his emotions were 

those of' a tEmder woman, his deeds we:re those of' an innocent child. '1101 

He we.a not only :respected but loved. Upon his head sh<me tho th:ree .fold 

orown-•-that of' priest, of sohola:r and of mar·byr. 11102 

101. T9 Shir. p. 131 
1029 K~:rlander. p. 32 
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fbe, fih.1¥d,·t at lJtri ,~:p,l.mi btm.t1N,,, t:h.(~ tl'ttl~-

41~~1;i ltib l~JH)Jtrrt 
IU.~ A t.t ,. t~it l,$Wr1¢trlt 
o,·t~~ttw~, :ind 1111£f,f,Jt:t;im 

lllr!t @:tl.t.)1~1ill Of ftil1Ut t,J));~JfHW:»NiU JH,())fl~ii-1r,1ltf. Of l~Jr1;,11rt
11
• 

,.1rt:U~tii~ ~;I; !!~ tll'ti 1\r<)'\Wl~,f.'~tt {)i*1tlH1M1,il!J.t, Ji:tttti'tlilt't~ e::t 
li.1,p1;,~1rb t;or1il i ll1tt~,11:m., $.l,:t1trl1':6(1!,1tit:at:1, 'PJf 1\~:,11~,,,t i;; 

!;ht \l~C,l'k f).f ll\iii: Cfi.t~l$tl ti, l.$Jg~1, ftl!l.1 ,t:f' 1t11tJm:,tllfttr1¢'ilti 
Iii ·U1~ n~ll1)u:~•t t,j~' tbt: (f'$l!lt,f)t -t~t. t.t ia.!.sn., ~if{!(1 !ti 'lib~ J; :!tti*~*,f!J' 
#iitUiiitt~il ~, t.11* ~t?i1/fJ.ttt,t bE.I :~tJ1f'(U,J tienltl, fQ 00~1-~l, \t'bl~ 
\llt,t,3?lr, 1/Jt. ft~t{f.tl:l1~·1Jf,~ii bl: ~i-d tttlJ, lli-

:fflnrt~tii~trM~•t~, $.$ll\;!,~Ult,1),ij;h ~lit ~)< f&:l)~(l t,~~il ~;t? reiie; !!3.f)/'t~l!!l,$l 
l!(tt? iH;) b~~ «b~,~Vl.J~, f~t,ij~. ,Ji~'.b:rn ifn.Ut{.1~6.. th~ WI J,ifi~u- f;':J;,(l 
fi 1r~~'~J.t,mi1~,~(11 :,1.®"ti~, •)tit- ,r~:rlii.-.. Oatz, :tii ·~ '1.'t~4V ffitt~ :,l.tt@11um, 
hJ, t), 'l4~t~.nm-1Lt1i. t t 1J-11m .11&-~d tr ~~vi, t!, c,:11 ~ 

'31l'a.$ (ll1a·t;ttn," ll):t'.t it ~i,bJt iti, il11i1:r;@'.it1 ttl$ ~,.,~ti~r,ilti;i. t-t: 
t~lt~H\i\ l,\\'p lfJ ~,~~ tlt~ . 4 1,>t?ttt:iri Q!~ t'tu1 1H:.$:lll:w., O'tU.t 4t'l/ 11ht 
00l1~ll!i<,aitt,fr-:t\C:tl t.l;{f ·tll\1$ 11!~ . NI: f~~lli,@: Q$1 tbtt p~~~~ij·~~~ 
tro11t t11,1tJ ,fffJttfr(I\®~ a:,N') Qtt,r.i v.~1·· tin iui1; l-rHHt ·ui~r.1 tnn.:1~!\l½ 
1}iJUfJfi 

Iti 1:lit, ~ll&lf,ltf@:1~~ tt1;tJi;~1~,,,~t1o~l,·_ tnitl l)\il(li,RU,itii/4:'; t)i: t,li,4,i; ~'i"li.f;(lk~t;• 
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1
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lltto:rit on M:l·t~ !~Y1'J1 'I• Ci1~.,1.~ti'' ti} l!h~tlil. 
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