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REACTIONS OF1 THE AMERICAN JEWISH OOMMUNI'fY TO lvIAJOR PROBLEMS 
DUH.ING THE YIT:ARS 1929-1939--AS HEF'LZCTgD IN rrHE 

AN GLO-J'EWI SH PHESS 

Summary of Concluslons 

'I'he problem: to examine the reaction of the Americrn.n J'ewish 

comnmni ty to the events and sociaJ. forces of the thirties; to 

ascertain if those reactions ( :i.ns ti tu ttonal <md ideological) were 

random reactions or were based on any discetrnable patterns .. 

The procedure: The community structure of the twenties and 

that of the thirties were compared. Problems of the thirties were 

seen to be: Depression, New Deal, Preparedness program; ID:entrali

zation trends; Intra-Jewish Tensions; Hitler; Native American 

Anti-Semitism~ Communism, Zionism, and Judaism were viewed as 

ideologies that attempted to meet the needs of some of the Jews. 

'.l'he thesis: rrhe reactions of Ameri.can Jewi.sh comrnuni ty could 

be best understood through class anc.1.lysis, as the various socio

economic groups reacted to the above problems and ideologies 

according to a pattern indicated by their class position and 

interests. This thesis is proved by the abundant evidence which 

whows how old middle-class, new middle-class, manufacturers, 

Jewish "professionals," and different labor groups reacted to 

the pro bl ems confronting them. 

Related· conclusions: 'rhe major characterlsti.cs of the Jewish 

community are molded by the senera1 environment of. thi.i. t community. 

Intra-Jewish tensions are based on social div1E:1ions within the 

community. Any issue, whether of objective i.nsignificance or of 

paramount importance, may be clothed in these antagonisms. With-

in each clasr~ there ls some difference between the interests and 

attitudes of the leader·ship and the interests and attitudes of 

the rank-and~file of the class. 1'lu1 R tti tud.es of each class towards 

the social problems and ideologles wl thin the J'ewish community are 
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Summary of Conclusions 

tremendously i.nfluenced by the needs and. interests of that 

class. When members of a class become aware of those class 

.. needs and interests which are so important in shaping the 

class point-of-view, they are better able to understand 

· reali t.y. 
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REACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNI11'Y TO MAJ"OR PHOBLEMS 
DURING THE YEARS 1929-1939--AS REFLECTED IN THE 

ANGLO-JEWISH PRESS 

IN.TRODU8TillON 

What wex•e the problems--wha t were the reactions--importance 
of the reactions--problem of research--plan of analysis 

The wo1•ldwide depression of 1929 wrought great changes 

throughout the world. Hitler gained power in Germany, and 

the fascist government prepared for war and persecuted the 

Jews. America was shaken by a severe crisis, and the New 

Deal attempted. to restore prosperity. r11he new social forces 

unlea81:i:e:l by the depression wrought changes not only in society 

in general but also--as would be expected---in the American 

Jewish community in particular. For that community was 

suddenly faced with problems the. t were strange anc1 new to the 

American Jewish scene. The Depression 1 tself did no·t dis-
' 

crimina te between Jew ana. Gentile. And the Jewish community 

was faced with hardship and poverty and with the task of 

finding a solution to the great crisis. Nazism ruined a 

tremendous Jewish community, and American Jewry. tr•ied to 

und.ers te.nd as they groped for an answer. Even in America 

F'ather Coughlin and William Dudley PellEW found a market for 

their bigotry. And American Jews in the land of the free 

wondered. 

The first problem of this study is to determine the 

reactions of the American Jewish community to ·the forces 

unleasbed by the Depression in genei"al and to the problems 

created by those forces in particular. These reactions were 
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of three types: Changes in the. social structure and general 

nature. of the Jewish community .•• for example, an increase in 

antagonisms among Jews, an acceleration of the trend towards 

centralization in the Jewish community. Attempts to solve 

the particular problems of the Depression, antiMSemitism here 

and ab~oad.. And modifications of already existing ideol6gies--

Communism, Zionism, Judaism--to meet the changed conditions .. 

It is important not only to list these reactions but to 

undex•stand them. li'Ol" the problems th.Gtt faoea_ the Jewish 

community during the thirties are still very much alive to-

day and may be with Jews for a long time to come. The 

problem of the capitalist crisis has not been solved. Jews, 

being the early victims of society in crisis, have a par

ticular interest :tn this solut:ton.. (Al though no group in 

society will in the long run escape from the results of a 
\ 

crisis that remains unresolved.) It is especially im-

portant for the middle-class (Jew and Gentile) to be aware 

of the social forces in capitalist crisis. For it was this 

middle-class in Germany's crisis which enabled. Hitler to 

triumph. Anti-Semitism is a problem that presently engages 

several Jewish defense organizations, and Jews still quarrel 

about the most effective methods to combat it. There are 

many tensions within the Jewish community, and the sub

stance of the argument seems to be an intellectual veneer 

that covers a deeper emotional antagonism. Centi-•alization 

within the Jewish community is proceeding apace, and large 

organizations quarrel one with the other in order to gain 

wider jurisdiction or more funds. 
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The problem of this research was not the simple list-

ing of different reactions. The problem was: how can 

these varied gropings be understood? I$ there any pattern 

that will explain why some Jews found a solution in HapQ!ll. 

Hamizrachi and others gave large gifts to Palestine but 

opposed Zionism? Is there any pattern that will explain 

why some Jews thought ant1 ... semitism in America was an idea 

imported :from Germany while others thought it was born and 

bred in America by native social condi t:tons? Is there any 

pattern that will explain why some Jews favored the boycott 

of Germany ana. mass meetings while others opposed both 

while still others favored the boycott but opposed mass 

meetings? Is there any patter•n that will explain why some 

Jews were lured to Communist front organiz,a.tions and sup-

ported Birobidzhan while others opposed both while still 

others opposed Communist front organizations but supported 

Birobidzhan? Is there any pattern that will explain why 

some Jews supported the New Deal in its early days ana_ later 

turned against 1 t and why other Jews opposed it in 1 ts ea:i:•ly 

days ahd later supported it and why still other Jews never 

supported it? 

Were these reactions simply differences of opinions 

among individuals, each of whom thought the problem through 

and came. to his own conclusion'l If so, this study might 

simply list all of the differences of opinion and disregard 

any factors other than personal motivation. This parade of 

facts could give no understanding of society and would ignore 

defin1 te patterns of at ti tua.e and. ideology. 
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Were these reactions based on religious beliefs? Un-

a.oubtedly a particular brand. of Judaism influenced some of 
· . 

. J . the reactions in the minds. of many inc.U viduals. But could 

~i~ ~ these reactions to the pressing problems of the thirties be 

I 

;! 

intelligently considered under the categories of religious 

denominations. Would the ideologies of Reform, Conservatism, 

or Orthoa.oxy show clearly why one group would favor the boy

cott and another group would be partial to Commun1.fJ-front 

activity ana. why a third group would. believe th.at the poor 

will always be with us while other Jews find social justice 

in an eliminnt1on of the capitalistic sys tern? Organization.; 

along religious lines would. explain very little. 

Were these reactions based on geographical areas? No& 

It is found that in every geographical area there is the 

same broad range of reactions ••• with the exception of New 

York City where there are certain reactions not found else-

where. 

The only organization of these reactions that can throw 

considerable light on why Jews differ•ed so in their a tti tudee 

is the organization along class lineal All of the questions 

asked above--from the boycott to B1rob1dzhan--can be explained 

through class analysis. The American Jewish community con

tains several distinct or almost distinct socio-economic 

groups--from the old. middle-class of German background to 

the Bundists of the Workmen's Circle. These classes had 

periodicals that presented answers to the problems of the 

thirties. They had organizations that wer•e formal spokesmen 

for the class point-of-view. 1rhey had leaders that guided the 

·~---~~--~------------.... ··-------··--·------· 
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class--although their attitudes were not always precisely 

shared by the rank-and-file of the class. That different 

pe.riodicala represent class viewpoints was obvious as it 

became clear• that different magazines sponsored by the 

same class all had the same attitude towards the problems 

of the thirties. And so, it was on the basis of the Anglo

Jewish press that the ideologie-s and attitudes of the dif

ferent classes· within the Jewish community were recorded 

and analyzed.· It was found.that each class had a series 

of reactions that could be explainea.--in ·large measure-

by the needs and interests of that class in society. The 

parade of facts began to make sense. 

The importance of this interpretation is that class 

members whose attitudes and ideologies are so influenced 

by class needs can gain more control over those same atti

tudes and ideologies by understanding how the class needs 

shape them .. 

The restriction to material in the Anglo-Jewish press 

somewhat limits the scope of this study. However, the limita

tion is not so serious as might be expected.; For there are 

several classes (eg, the Communists, Labor Zionists, Labor 

anti-Zionists) that have several publications in both 

English and Yiddish. Ana. for the purpose of ascertaining 

the class viewpoint one language is as good. as another. The 

Forward and the Call speak with the same voice. However, 

the European Orthodox group centered in the Agudas Ha-rabanim 

had no available English publications and will not be in the 

scope of this study. However, this is the only class that 
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the limitation of the Anglo-Jewish press will eliminate 

from the class analysis. 

It is unfortunate that the approach of class analysis 

creates considerable resentment in many people.. 'I1he common 

reaction is the cry, "I ~m not determined by my class." Or, 

"there are many influences; why stress the class?" This 

analysis is not interested in demonstrating any abstract 

theory of historiography. It is interested in discovering 

an approach to the data that can throw the most light on 

understanding the reactions of the American Jewish community. 

Other u influences" are not denied. It is not the concern of 

this study to debate how primary those other influences are. 

But since it has been found that class analysis can give the 

most logical understanding of the data, that approach is 

being employed. 'I1he tremendous influence of class needs 

and interests will be shown. Thie is not to exclude other 

influences. It would be interesting for the critic of 

class analysis to take the data of all these reactions and 

explain that d.ata through some other approach. 

Class analysis does not assume that every member of the 

class is a carbon copy of the class program. For there are 

personal influences that affect different ind.ividuals and 

even shunt them from class to class. Lud.wig Lewisohn, a 

German Jew raised in the South, had a personal life of re

jection by the Gentile world and various personal factors 

uprooted him from his class a.nd transplanted him into 

another social group. And there are some individuals who 

have :r•eally pulled. themselves up by their socia.l and 
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emotiona.l roots and have ge.ined sufficient self-under

standing to achieve freedom of will. But it need not be 

labored that the mass of mankina. follows in general terms 

his own class. F'or the members of a class support its in

eti tutions and read its periodicals. There is frequent 

friction between rank-and-file and leadership, but this is 

taken into account within the class analysis. 

The plan of analysis will be the following: 

I. What was the nature of society in the roaring twenties? 

II. What was the nature of the American "Jewish community 

·towards the end of this decade? Its general trends 

and chax•acterietics will be examined and it will be 

seen how they were influenced by the general environ

ment. The socio-economic classes wtthin the community 

will be analyzed, their spokesmen will be revealed--both 

men and magazines. 

III. What was the nature of the wor1a_shaking changes that 

' came about in the thirties due to the Depression? 

IV. How was the nature of the American Jewish community 

affeot;ed by these general changes? What were the new 

or accelerated trends? What were the pressing problems? 

V. An underlying characteristic that pervaded all dis-

agreements and different reactions was the increased 

amount of intra-Jewish tension. And so, a class 

analysis of these tensions is given. 

VI. What were the reactions of the different Jewish classes 

to the Depression, to the early New Deal, the Supreme 

----- . --·-~~--~------~--
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Court contraversy, the preparedness program? In-what 

way (if any) did these reactions differ from the coi·-

responding non-Jewish classes? {The general press is 

here used .• ) 

How did the different classes react to the growing 

trend of centralization? rr1he whole problem of centraliza

tion in the Jewish community will be discussed. 

VIl:. What unde1~stand.ing did each class have of the Hitler 

phenomenon•/ What classes were able through their 

analyses to pred.1ct the rise of Hitler? What program 

did each class have as an answer to the menace of 

Hitler? Did programs always flow from analyses, and 

why not? 

VIII.What did each class believe to be the cause of Americ~an 

anti-Semitism? What were the programs offered by each 

class to combat ne.ti ve anti-Semitism'? 

IX. What classes seemed most sympathetic to the Communist 

front organizations? What were the Communist solutions 

to the problems facing the Jews during the thirties? 

X. What was the attitude of each class towards Zionism? 

How did its particular brand of Zionism or non-Zionism 

solve the problems of the thirties? 

XI. What were the religious attitudes of the various 

classes? In what way's did Judaism furnish answers to 

the problems? 

XII. The final chapter will be broad conclusions drawn from 

the data presented. But throughout the analysis the 

many relations between the class needs and interests 

' J . 

l_.i..~·------
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and the attitudes and ideologies of the class will 

be expressed. 

I· should. like to express my infinite appreciation to 

Dr. Ellis Rivkin who has given me most of my training in 

the field of scientific historiography. 

·~--~~~~~~-----------------................ 
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I. AMERICA, THE BEAUTIFUL 

Ameriea as the twenties came to their roaring climax-

this America was the social setting of the Jewish community 

tha.t was affected by the depression. And so, this America 

must be described and understood in order that the Jewish 

community and the depression itself may be understood. F1or 

that J"ewish community took a form indicated by America.n 

prosperity. And that depression had its roots in the roar

ing twenties. 

11 Amer•ica, the beauti:ful11 --that was the appearance to 

the man· at the helm of American free enterprise in 1928. 

Calvin ·ooolidge was certain that America was in an 11 era of 

prosperity mor•e extensive and of peace more permanent 11 than 

had. evev been known. The reason was obvious: 11 The main 

source of these unexampled blessings lies in the integrity 
1 and character of the American people. 11 On occasion the 

American people would share with God the responsibility for 

their prospei•i ty as they "praie 1 a. the Power tha.t hath made 

and preserved ue a nation. 11 There were a few discordant 

notes in the jazz age: the intutive skepticism of a Cabell 

or a Lewis knew that the patient was not well but had no 

idea as to the nature of the sickness. Uncle Sam had become 

Jay Ga ta by, and Amer•ica was one big party of hilarious 

frus tra M.on. 

To understand wha.t was happening in America., to see 

from whence flowed the undercurrents of the depression 

America's economy must be viewed in its world setting. For 
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at this time the whole civilized world was ;gasping for air 

that would revive the capitalistic spil'it. 

r.rhe basic problem was th.at after World War I, capi te.lism 

in Europe began its decline and. cap1 talism in America (while. 

not on·a decline) had consumed its possibilities for internal 

expansion. Since capitalism is based on the pl"Ofi t motive, 

the capita.list will continue producing so long as his profit 

is increasing. 1rhe demand of the market at home is insufficient 

for the supply provided. by a highly industrieJ.1zed economy. 

Since there is inBu.ff'icient market a·t home, the ca.pi talist 

will turn abroad. When he cannot find anymore foreign 

markets, he must curtail production--since he would be pro-

ducing at a 1 oss. So the wheels of the big producer-goods 

industries start slowing a.own and workers are laia. off .. 

1rhia fu:r.~ther 1"educes the pur•chasing power for the consumer-

goods industries which are already well stocked, so they 

begin to lay off some wo:r•kers. 1:f.1he result: a capitalist 

crisis. But does this theory explain what was happening to 

the world in the twenties? 

English capitalism was struggling to reach its pre

World Wal'.' I produc t1on level. Why? England had the bless

ing and the curse of being the fix•st succeseiful industrial 

capitalist nation. After the labor pains of 1825-1850 when 

hana,icrafters were forced. into the proletariat and there 

were crises due to the rer:1ulting glutted labor market-

after these labor pains, Brita.in gave birth to a bouncing 

baby ca.pi talist. The labor problem was solved, becam.1e the 

export industries.furnished many jobs as England helped 
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d.evelop more backward. capitalist countries such as Germany 

and the United States. England's home market could not 

absorb, for example, the textile products and the railroad 

construction materials; consequently colonies were founded 

throughout the world. 1.I.1hese colonies were wonderful markets 

for her industrial expansion, since through alliances with 

the landed feudal elements Brita.in successfully prevented 

any native industry or native proletariat. In this way she 

had a large market for her goods, because the impoverished 

masses of India--not allowed to develop their own wealth--

did have to be clothed by British textiles. And railroaa.s 

were built throughout India. Furthermore, technological 

unemployment was forsta.lled by considerable immigration 

from Britain to America and other countries. There was even 

a shortage o:t' labor· at times, and the wages of the woi•kers 

would rise. 

But after the World. War, British proa.uction was one..; 

third below its pre-war level. And the expansion that be

gan after the war looked in vain for the markets that were 

once abundant. Not only was imperialistic expansion at an 

end, but there wei•e vague rumblings of discontent in fa:r•

away lands that showed no gra ti tud.e for the mother country ••• 

gone was the spirit of Gunga Din. Despite all efforts, 

native industry--financed by landed lords and rural rajahs-

was growing and. growling nationalism. The European countries 

to which Britain had ex.ported capital were now her competi

tors a Colonlal Russia was los·t. And as for the markets that 
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remained, Britain had tp vie wi.th more modern German and 

Amer.tcan productive techniques. Still there was the Empire 

and the .King and s9me markets. 

Germany began its.industrial development later than 

did England and so was enabled to use more eff 1cient 

techniques o:( production •. But this only made the German 

cap1tal1st 1s problem more acute. With all of his greater 

efficiency, he entered the race too late to grab colonial 

markets. It was this need for foreign markets to meet the 

rapidly developing German indust1•ial machine that pl"LI:nged 

Germa:riy into the fi;rst world war. From the aspect of world 

capitalism (says John Strachey) the wrong side won the first 
2 

world ·war.. F'or after Versailles, Germany with i.ts tremen-

dous industrial potential was even more desperate: If its 

capitalist class was to.continue in power, it must produce 

fo1• somebody. And the few outlets that Germa.n capitalism 

had were now closed. Her colonies were confiscated and her 

markets in Ea.stern Europe were closed through the break-up 

of Aue tria-Hungary and the formation of small capi tali at 

states there. 'rhe .gover•nment was burdened by war debts, the 

population wa.s impoverished; yet industry knew that .to sur

vive she must produce. 

'11here being no. outside market, there were, only two ways 

by which ina.ustry could be. stimulated (ancl this holds. for 

all capitalistic. depressions): a cut in wages through crushing 

the unions or a raise in prices (through inflationary 

~e.asure s) • Dying German cepi talism used both 
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measures which were bound to incre.ase class antagonism 

so that there would be a revolution to the right or to the 

left. Through issuing of more money, the war loans bought 

by the middle and lower classes became practically value

less. Through a reduct~on of wages industry was stimulated 

and the working class became more class~conscious. So with 

these measures laden with poli t1ca.l dynamite dia. German 

ca.pi talism try to preserve 1 ts elf. (Ancl, to Cl.ate, has 

succeeded). 

But America was different! A capitalistic country 

prosperous while the rest of the world was on the decline. 

Naturally Ame:i:•icans wex•e proud of this remarkable phenome

non. America was the Chosen Nation and her people must 

surely have a peculiar genius for industrial prosperity. 

But perhaps there were moi ... e rational reasons for the linger

ing prosperity. 

American capitalism began its expansion after British 

capital had already been sunk in techniques of production 

that were becoming out-d.a tea.. America 1 s early industrial 

progress was extremely rapid, since she was spared the 

crises caused. by replacing of pre-capitalistic modes of pro

duction (there were no such modes). The technological ten

dency towards a glutting of the labor market was easily can

celled without the need for foreign expansion: Expansion was 

internal. Opening the frontier provided a large agricultural 

sector to which workers disemployed could move. There was 

endless investment in the new lana.s. And there was always 

another frontier. The large agricul tur•al sector and the 
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tremendous opportunities for building up the country led 

to frequent labor shortages. This in turn meant higher 

wages and general proeperi ty in expe,na.ing American capital

ism. America could afford to moralize about the imperial-

ism of other nations who had no chance for such tremendous 

inner .expansion. This inner expansion was steady and not 

so dependent on the jerkj.ng progress of imperialist ex

ploitation. America thanked God and her ingenuity when 

she had more truthfully paid homage to the Mississippi 

Valley and the plains of Texa~. 

However, with the first world war America had crossed 

her last frontier. Inner expansion had ended, and the a. ay 

of imperial expansion seemed to be over•. But this country 

was still the most prosperous capitalist nation in the 

world. Worla. War I was an industr•ial boom. And aftev the 

war America continued producing, hoping for a chicken in 

every pot. Unfortunately for American capj.taJ.ism there were 

too many chickens for every pot. 

There was, of cour•se, prosperity. America. was a populous 

country with well-pe.id wovkers. As industry produced for the 

home market, its products were bought in quantity by all 

classes (except the farmer) and wages were raised. But the 

increase in wages did not keep pace with the increase in 

productivity.. And so, producing power grad.ue.lly forged far 

ahead of consuming power. Two striking examples of this were 

the shoe and agvicultural industries. During the twenties 

the boot and shoe industry had cveated three times the pro

ductive facilities necessary for the pedestrian needs of al! 
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Americans.:3 Meanwhile the farmers who had geared their 

crops to proa_uction for sale abroacl ha.a_ lost their foreign 

markets and were faced with overproduction and falling 
" 

prices while they ha.a_ to pay whatever the protected capi-

ta.lists wrote on the price tags of their tractors. In 

America there was then naturally some technological unem-

4 ployment. But there was still enough purchasing power to 

keep the wheels of industry going. Ooncentratj.on of the 

nation's wealth in fewer hands was ignored, because there 

wa·s still enough of a market to fJtimulatEi product.ion for 

most .Americans. 

But as the wheels continued to turn and the profits 

came in, where could the money ·be re-invested'.? Not the shoe 

business. Foreign markets had_ no money for the tremendous 

producer-goods industries. There was already a fine system 

of railroads from New York to Ii'risco. Still through the 

twenties markets could be found, and holding companies hela. 

their breath. '11hroughout the late twenties any investment 

vrould pay off. F101" if production stopped. expanding, the 

depression. would. start. And America played the stock market. 

Why not? Coolidge promised prosperity and big business had 

to keep moving faster and faster lest like a Blowing top it 

lose its balance and collapse. 

The American government folded its hands, sat back and 

smiled. This MBS true prosperity. To forestall a successful 

farm bloc the Agrioultural Marketing Act was passed in 1929. 

A Federal F'arm Board would lena_ a 11 ttle money to cooperative 
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marketing associ.!:t tions, and the. basic problems of ta:r•iffs 

a.nd the world max'ket cou.ld be ignored. Thus the government 

"pacif1ed 11 the worst-hit class. All peoples were assured 

that there would. be no more ware F'or in 1928 Uncle Sam 

joined with England, France, Germany, Italy, and Japan in 

signing the Kellog~Briand pact of peace. 

So, America was beautiful--to industrialists, to the 

middle-class, and to most workers. True, a poem by Emma 

Lazarus that officially welcomed immigrants was only 

recited on the fourth of July, for immigration laws had 

recognized the dangers of capitalistic maturity. Still the 

immigrants who were here could ascend the social scale from 

an unskilled worker to a skilled. And the American working 

class with its high wages had never taken t6o seriously a 

socialist ideology. The immigrant lost his r•evolutionary 

tinge, . and the worker bel:teved his son could join the middle

class o It was an age of optimism. God was in heaven, and 

all was right with America. And still •• o 

This analysis has laid the groundwork for an examination 

of the Jewish community in the mature American capitalism. 

For tht:)-t Jewish community--1ts attitudes and social struc

ture--can be unde:r•stood only in the light of the society 

of which it was an organic part. 

J i 
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II. THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY: 1924-1929: REFLECTED 
GLORY 

An analysis of the social structure of the Jewish com

munity that was hit by the depression is prerequisite to an 

understanding of the Jewish reactions to the crash.. What 

were the general trends in the Jewish life of the period, 

trends that developed out of tbs social forces of the happy 

twenties? 

It would be expected that the Jews should share in the 

general prosperity, and, of cour•se, they did.. Some indices 

of this prosperity are the building boom in small cities and. 

the flourishing of schools supported by segments of the 

Jewish community. 1 The Yeshiva College was giving a Bachelor 

of Arte. degree in 1928. In 1922 the Jewish Institute of 

Religion and the Hebrew Theological Seminary of Chicago were 

founded. Even more symptomatic of prosperity was the rapid 

rise of Jewish fraternities and sororities, and the American 

Jewish Committee was urging the president of Brown University 

to admit JewiBh fraternal organizations. The Commit tee 
1 
s· 

census in 1928 showed that there were 4,230,000 Jews in America, 

2, 948 congregations, 554 Sabbath schools, an(l 604 weekday 

schools. This generalization about prosperity will later 

be modified by an analysis of what was happening to the dif-

ferent Jewish classes. However, since all America except a 

few workers and most farmers was "in the money 11 and since 

there were very few Jewish (non-gentlemen) farmers and Jewish 

workers were strongly unionized--it is understandable that 



the American Jewish community would bask in the reflected 

glory of the glowing twenties~ 

How were the Jews treated in a maturing ca.pi talistic 

society? In a rapidly expanding capitalist society--such 

as the ~nited States from 1870~1914--there is relatively 

little anti-Semitism ~tnce there is relatively little 
Al~,:t1:~, .. , C: ( g.· .. ~.i../:. ·•. ~ j ;·t.:.J 

frustration an')\'n increasing amount of economic surplus 

that can be shared. by all. Furthermore the. Jews are needed 

as laborers and middle-men in this periocl. Of eourse, there 
i 

are alway~ some dissatisfied elements--in this period notably / 

the Populist party--tha t can never gain control, and. these / 

groups will frequently resort to anti-Semi tiam 1n their / 

desperate efforts. But .America did not have the complexi-

ties of an expanding France that expana.ed at the expense of 

powerful Cathol:tc, Royalist, and army groupse No such feudal 

groups existed in America, groups that might be strong enough 

to stir up pre .1uclice to the d.egree of the Dreyfus Case which 

was perpetrated by these dying feud.al elements in France .. 

But in 1914 the inner expansion o~· American society had. 

been completed. Still there was no obvious decline, and 

prosperity was the dominant note. So in this ma tui~a tion 

period of prosperous .American capitalism we see a .Q..QJ!ti~ 

tion of th!1 ™ of ,.go_oq., feelln.g ver~ EJlightl;y_ tem12ered ~ 

evidences of }.:P-ten.._~ ~ntt-Semitism. But these evidences 

simply gave good will organizations something to talk about-

American 1Jewry was under Marshall Law, as Zangwill quipped, and 

this was a Law of Brotherhood with all mankinde 

In the Spring of 1929, a scheduled Passion Play was 

;t 
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cancelled in New York City. Then Louis Marshall took the 

offensive and demanded that Chr•istian gr·oup,s cease proselyt

izing activities. That same spring the Supreme Court ordered 

the jury commission of Bryan County, Georgia to cease dis-

crimiria ti on against Je~rs. 

And yet, immediately after 1914 there were signs that 

the Jews were no longer indispensable to the economy. The 

klan attac~ed the Jews along with Negroes and Ca:tholics. 

Tom Watson played on the bigotry of frustrated Southern 

whites ·as he led the lynching of Leo Frank. But this case 

was written off to 11 Yankee interference, 11 and subsequent 

evidences of anti-Semitism were eummaPily and successfully 

dealt with by influential American Jews. In September, 1928 

a foul" year old. girl d:lsappee.red in Massena, New York, and 

the mayor ordered that the J·ews be questi.oned. as to their 

.ritual nmrder custom. The girl was found, Louis Marshall 

received public apologies, and the Massena Affair seemed to 

prove that :l t could not happen here. The Council of Jewish 

Women held a panel discussion on unemployment discrim1na.t1on, 

and. a cha1"ge of discrimination in medice.1 schools was brought 

up before the Association of American Medical Colleges by 

Dr.· Sohwitella. What happens in a democratic land of op

portunity when there is a limit to the number of opportuni-

ties? 

But most indicative of the latent anti-Semitism and the 

good feeling and the optimism all in one package was the case 

of repentant Henry Ford. In 1927 he accused--more correctly, 

the Dearborn Indepena.ent ,--accused Aaron Sapiro o:r :r•unning 

--~----
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agricultural cooperatives for his own profito Sapiro 1 s 

fa.moue suit against Fora_ brought forth a complete apology .. 

This satisfied the Jewish community, and everybody was 

happy. Especially happy were the Happiness Boys who recorded 

the following musical reaction of the Jewish community: 

Jake: I was sad and I was blue 
But now I'm just as good ~s you 
Since Henry Ford apologized. to me 

Isadore: That 1 e why you threw away youi· little Chevrolet 
and bought yourself a F'ord coupee 

Jake: I told the superintena.ent that the Dearborn Independent 
Doesn't have to hang up where it use to be ••• 

Isaa_ore: He's got an aviator fo1• his new machine 
Instead of Charlie Lindberg he 1s got Charles Lewine 

Jake: You've got a cold, now does it hoit 

Isa.d.o;r>e: No, I don't suffer in De-troi t 

Together: Since Henry Ford apologized to met 

And so with a song and_ a bad pun the Jewish community 

passed off the superficial manifestations Qf the latest 

frustration in a ma.tui•i.ng capital:tsm. 

There was among Jews generally 11ttl& concern with ant1-

Semi ti sm here. Two exceptions were the old middle-class of 

German backgrounc.l and (for a brief period) the heo-Orthodox 

wealthy Jews in New York City. Nao-Orthodoxy, as evidenced 

in The Jewish F.QR:H!!!,, 2 was very much concernecl in 1929 with a 

proposed Oalendar Heform which would make impossible Sabbath 

observance. Naturally vigorous were the protests of wealthy 

tieo·-Orthodox Jews who had built their lives around acceptance 

of American culture and observance of Orthodox tradition. 

The old midd.le-class of GermE-1n background with its history 
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of successful integration was naturally upset at the 

slightest evidence of anti-Semitism. And yet this group 

was the most optimistic about American society·.. On July 

12, 1929, the Amer1ce.n H~br~ 1 s editor was certain that 

"the American people ia so sane that no such sinister move

ment can long prevail or win other than benighted recruits. 11 

And on the surface there was no real cause for concern. 

The Jewish community was .Amerioa-center·ed. There was 

some philanthropy on behalf of Jews in Eastern Europe, but 

their problem was. looked. upon as perennial e.nd it seemed 

certainly no worse in 1928 than it had. been in years past .. 

There was a famine in Besserab:l.e., but then a.11 Besserabi.ans 

were affected and the liberal Peasant Party was in power. 

In February, 1929, the United Rouman1an Jews of America 

raised special funa.s for the Besserabie.n Jews o Jewish farm 

settlement in Russia was aided by John D. Rockefeller and 

ORT was sending duty-free tools and. machines to Russian Jews. 

It was bemoaned that· Yevsektsia., the Jewish section of the 

Russian Communist Party, was tryj_ng to repress the Jewish 

religion. And a Polish minister named F'ilipow1cz said that 

persecution of Jews in Poland was due to the fact that middle-

men were being pushea. out in a a.eolining society. But this 

was the extent of concern abroad just before the crash. After 

all, Eastern Europe hao. always be en a sore a pot, and some 

remembered the really bad days of Kishineff., 

Th:ts comparatively mild. mistreatment of Jews in Eastern 

Eu1"'ope was a sign of the times. It wa.s something different 

from the old f euclal persecution. For after World war I a 

l;b._ __ _ 
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rising capitalist nationalism was felt in Eastern Europe 

outside of Russia. Ancl the 11 11beral 11 na.tionalist parties 

f ouna. that it was in the interest of nascent capital ism to 

enlist the aid of all who had capita1-:..eepeci.ally the 

middie-men among whom· were many Jews, so essential to the 

smooth working of the system. However, two factors pre-

ventect a completely tolerant society: The. old anti-Semi tic 

feudal elements were never completely pushed out. In 

e.ddi ti on, these embryonic nationalisms were barely stagger-

ing along in a worl~ full of big strong nations. As there 

were crises in Eastern Europe, the traa.i tional scapegoat 

was too convenient to be ignoreda Still, the Jews were 

aid.ed by 11 liberal parties" whose nationalistic programs 

copied the Western world and spoke of tolerance. 

As for the lack of obvious anti-Semitism in the capitalist 

countries of Western Europe, tre.dep:Ci.e~ssion ·Of world capite.lism 

had not occurred. and, al though in decli.ne, European capi ta.lism 

was making its big bid for survival as was noted in the dis

c~ssione of England. and Germany in Chapter I. It was only 

when survival called for totalitarianism in Gei~many that 

anti-Semitism was invoked as national policy. 

Thus far three general trends in the American Jewish 

community of the twenties have been observed: prosperity, 

jUst a tinge of anti-Semitism but generally an era of good 

feeling with the Gentile world, and relatively slight con

cern with anti-Semitism abroad. Within the internal life 

of the commun:l.ty there were three additional trends that 

characterized this period: a de-eentralized Jewish com-
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munity, a spirit1of good feeling towards Jews in other 

groups, and a rise of Eastern European Jew:t'Y to wealth, 

power, and prestige. 

Horace Stern, author of the Stern Plan for Centraliza-

tion published in the American Jewish Y~Book, 1933-4 

spoke of the Jews as one of the 11 most indiv:l.d.ualistic a.nd 

lea.st organized peoples in the world. 11 Writ:l.ng of the 

"chronic lack of organization," he stated: 

••• we find no basic or comp1•ehensive system whatever 
in. our communal organization; ind.eed we ~ no com-· 
munal organization. It is true that annua:j.ly we :tm
provise in more or less hasty fashion a spor·adic and 
emotional campaign fol"' local philantb.ropic purposes, 
but even in this matter ••• we have no really stable, 
permanent mechanism for obtaining in systematic and 
well-01"d.ered fashion the che.ri ty contri bu.tions which 
should be regularly forthcoming ••• The religious school 
work of the comrnun~ty is carried on in still more 
chaotic fashion •••. 

Mr. Stern found the reason for thie de-centralization in 
,, 

11 the same differences the. t exist among the indi via.ua.ls and 

the groups that make up other peoples, races, and nations-

the ordinary d.ifferences of education, weal th, and. pol1. ti cal 

economic, and. socia.l v1ewpoints 11 and he added the factor of 

different imroigran t backgrounds. However, in view of later• 

centra.lization that did take place under the same conditions 

that Mr. Stern listea.--perhaps there are other factors that 

would explain why the community in the twenties was so much 

less centralized tliruil.\'.Wasitbecase in the thirties-.... when the 

community was still composed of those same economic ancl 

national and immigrant groups. 

The pro.speri ty of the twenties was a. de-centralizing 

factor. Prosperity means for non-economic social organiza-
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tions a great surplus of fund.s to support many· d.1fferent 

organizations. Many different Jewish groups were striving 

for express:ton and. in thiA lush decade they coulcl pay their 

general secretaries and a.a their jobs. And yet in a world 

of standardization and centralized power, the advantages of 

bigness and efficiency will gradually creep into communal 

life. We see it in civic charities and even in the school 

system. But this social centralization is naturally pre

ceded by the pattern in the economic sphere •. It first 

pays off· for bueiinessmen and. is then translated into all 

activity. So while the prosperity produced no immediate 

need for. centralization of the Jewish community, the seeds 

of centralization were there as the whole world was heaa.ed 

in that 'direction. And kehillot were formed in Los Angeles 

and Philadelphia. 

A further factor imped.ing centralization of the community 

was the small amount of anti-Semitism in the wor·J.d at this 

time. What is often forgotten in current discussions of 

Jewish communal life is that its degree of centralization 

is affected not just by the progress of centralization in 

general society (although this in:t'luence is hailed as all

powerful by those in favor o:f a str·ong community). But Just 

as important is the strength of the feeling of loyalty to a 

.secular Jewish community that is induced by rejection from 

the outside world. And in the twenties, few Jews felt re

jected. 

The difference in kinds of centralizations induced by 

these two influences might be understood by imagining a 
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highly centralized ~conomy in which the Jews are well

treated. There would still be the centralization within 

the ,Jewish class orgci.niza.tions--suoh as, the Unj.on of 

American Hebrew Congregations. But the kehilla idea that 

would bring togetheJ:' the Jewish classes into an .organic com-

munity would ip.ake very little progress. So from.now on) 

when one blithely speaks of 11 centralization, 11 he must keep 

in mind: is this centralization of existing organizations 

representing specific social groups or is this centraliza

tion of .the community as a' whole--:the organic community 

idea of the kehilla. An a,nalysis of these two types of 

centralization will be found on pages 114-127. At any rate, . 
in the twenties nei the1~ brand of centralization was current. 

Why? -Because of the general p:i:•osperi ty (which hindered 

11 cla.ss-centra.liza t1on 11 ) and the lack of much anti-Semi t1sm 

(which hindered organic centralization). But the seeds were 

.there. Why? Because of the c entr•aliz ed economy and the 

latent anti-Semitism waiting for the crisis. 

A second tr•end. in the internal community was the general 

good feeling of Jews towards Jews. Evidence of this good. 

feeling is found in periodicals. that rep:i:•e sent the various 

classes of American Jewry. 

The B'nai, B1rith Magazine warmly praised the American 

Jewish Congress when that body protested the anti-Semitism 

i:n Russia. rrhe Congress spoke the 11 opinion of .American Jewry 

with an authentic and confident voice1 11 Later will be noted 

a.. different attitude that the B1 na1 B1rith leadership (Upper 

middle-class German-background) had towar•ds the predominafitly 
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Eastern-European rising middle-class Congress when that 

body attempted to voice the "opinion of American Je.wry 
4 with an authentic and confident voice. 11 The participation 

of Zionists and non-Zionists on the Jewish Agency was hailed 

as work. for the fu1~therance of the Jewish spirit • .5 11he e.di tor 

dia_ wonder• what would happen should the Zionists go after 

poli tica.l ends, but cer•tainly the tone of thE~ Magaz_i.n§_ was 

free from tension. Henrietta Szold was mourned as the most 

11 saintly J'ewess in Amerioa 11 and ~ri tl!._Af>raham (formed by 

German Jews but composed largely of Eastern Eu1•opeans who 

could.n 1t reach the B'nai B1:rith level) was given warm 
1 ... --·- --~ 

felicitations for i;ts actions in support of the American • 

Jewish Congress. 6 The :6_merica!LHebr~--whose views anct 

supporters parallel those of the B1nai B'rith leadership-

went into ecstacy over the rapprochement on the Jewish Agency: 

11 The coming of' the non-Zionists to Zurich was· like the coming 

of a fresh breath of spring. 11 7 There were of course dis-

agreements--the Amer.t£§.:!1 !i_ebreVf. opposed an American Sanhedrin 

as proposed by the United Synagogues--but the preponderance 

of print was very kind. 

The friendly feelings in the ~ Palestin~ would 

naturally revolve around the new policy of the Jewish Agency. 

It quoted Louis Marshall as saying tb.at the upbuild1ng of 

Palestine is the task of every J'ew 11 whose heart beats in 

unison with Israe1.118 Felix Warburg blasted the rabid anti

Zionis ts with their 120 percent Americanism. 9 Dr. ~rulian 

Morgenster·n was quoted as saying that today's most pressing 

problem is unity in Israe1. 10 The Central Conference of 

~ ' : ' 
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American H.abbis and. the Zionist Organization of America . 

exchanged. cordial greetinge.11 Congratulations to Cyrus 

Adler on his new job as president of the .AmeJ:•ican Jewish 

Oommi ttee and rejoicing that J:!.,elix wax•burg had Palestine 

"in his bonee"--theee sentiments did overshadow occasional 

arguments with the ~.._~U He'Qr.~JY' yega~ding its attitude 

towards anti-Semitism. 

The embryonic Reoonstruotionist movement- natur•ally 

pour ea. forth the spirit of friendship.. After all, :\.ts 

whole philosophy was aimed at uniting all jews. They had 

to be friendly. The SAJ H~~ hailea. the establishment of 

a Shanghai B 1 11l!,~ B1ritl:! as an admirable sign of the 11 catholic 

spread 11 of that organi:i:.ation which unites so many Jews •12 

1rhe SAJ j_Q.eological call is that Recons true tionism is not a 

fou:r•th denomina tion---but an all-embracing philosophy of 

J'ewish life. 

The Je~*.§.h f0£Um--repreaenting neo-Orthodoxy--ha.iled 

the rapprochement on the Jewish Agency and the vigorous 

resolutions made by thE~ American J"ewish Congress offering 

harmony with the American Jewish Oommittee. 13 The outstand

ing Jew of the month of June (1929) was David A. Brown, pub

lisher of the £im§j'igan_ ~ie)?_r_~ and. lead.el• of the United Jewish 

Campaign. 

The principal deviation from the sp'iri t of ha:r•mony was 

found in the Zionist Labor group--its publication in the 

late twenties, The Va.ngy.a.rq. It bla.mea. the American Jewish 

CongreBs for lacking conste.nt contact with its members and 

for not being democratic--eince its money only comes from a 
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few people. 14 From this quarter was heard a warning voice 

to watch out for the non-Zionis'ts on the Agency,q .TI1Q. 

~nguarA. feared that the bourgeois, non-Zionists will want 

to set up several J'ewish landholders in Palestine. The 

ZOA was condemned for condoning British anti-labor inter

ference in the Tel Aviv government and the proxy voting in 

the Zionist 'organiza tlon was considered non~democra. tic. 

The whole movement should bear the expenses of the delegates 

in the elecM.onst so wealth will not have an advantage. So 

a still, small, voice of anger in an era of good feeling. 

In a period of prosperityt of plenty for all, a great 

amount of ,har·monious feeling would. be expected.. There were 

no momentous issues that challenged. the interests of the -

different Jewish groups. 'rhe:i:·e was enough sur·plus--of money 

ancl presti,ge--so that many organizations could be satisfied. 

The capitalistic leaders,of the Jewish'comrnunity rejoiced 

together in their prosperity--juat as bishop, knight, and duke 

once rejoiced when the feudal era was at its height. Further 

illustration could be found in the balmy days of Sura and 

Pumbeditha for examples ••• but that would be too digressive. 

Just why the harmony should center around the affairs 

of Palestine is a matter that must wait until the chapter 

on Zionism. It woulCI. appear that there were some defin1 teX 

reasons for the return to the movement of Brandeis and the 

fine actions of such wealthy investors as Marshall and 

Warburg. 

With this view of the reason for harmony, we need not 

be too surprised. that a. socialist labor group ~ .Y.~ngu9:_r..9: 
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did. not share in the good feeling. Regarding the general 

society, this group was not sharing fully the prosperity 

of maturing capitalism. They evidently were socialists 

because they felt the sting of a contracting system. In

deed they did warn in J'anua.ry, 1929 of the Wall Street pools. 

Perhaps some of these workers knew at first hand the techno-

logical unemployment that was in e.vidence in the slump of 

December, 1928 e Not only had they the :frustration of not 

sharing the fruits of a maturing capitalism. But also the 

Jewish communal or•ganization, built along the lines of this 

capj.ta.11st society, seemed to be overpowering their socialist 

brethren with wea1·th and oligarchy.. And so, they complained 

about the only organizations they could join to identify 

themselves w:Lth the larger Jewish oommunity--the American 

Jewish Congress and the Zionist Organization of America. 

But this harsh voice of a.issia.en·ts should not obscure 

the fact tlJ.a.t for the America.n J·ewish oommuni ty of the twenties 

the general note was one of harmony. Senator Cohen aml Louis 

Lipsky, Mordecai Kaplan and Isaac Rosengarten recogni2.ed the 

essential brotherhood of Jewo. 

'11he final trenc1 to be dj_scussed in this picture of the 

Jewish community of the twenties is the rise of Eastern 

European Jewry to weal th, power, and pr•estige. This rise is 

well documented in Rabbi Alvin Roth's Origin~ of the Americ~g 

.!Lew1s4, Congress. The German immigrants of the 19th century 

:rode in on the rising crest of Ame1"ica.n capltalism. Theil" 

weal th laid ·the basis for their children 1 s weal th and social 

Position and control of the Jewish community. The Eastern 

,. 
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European immigrants, arriving from 1890 to 1914 did not 

at first challenge this control. They were objects of 

philanthropy. But as they became integrated into the 

American scene and found.their economic place in the sun~ 

they began to organize.. ~~hey bad the prac tice.l advantage of 

numbers and the moral cry of democracy as the~r rallied behind 

the American J'ewish Congress. The wealthier of this Ee.stern 

EUl"'opean group controlled the ·Congress, composed of the 

middle-class Eastern Europeans and. some worker·s. The 

Eastern Europeans who had. to stay in the proletariat founded 

the:1.r own unions and so rose in the social scale o Others 

left the laboring class and ran grocery stores or put on 

whi:te collars. This sketchy account is simply a prelude to 

the analysis of ·the social s true tu.re of the ,Jewish community 

that was .effected by the depre.ssion.. But a.s the different 
./· 

social cl~ssee of Jews are discussed, it shall be kept in 

" mind that the division ie not only economic but also social 

(1.e., to what degree integ:r•ated. and from what part of 

Europe). F'urthermoJ>e, it is a dynamic communi ty--wi th the 

Eastern European group gaining more power as it takes ad

vantage of the prosperity of the twenties. The primary 

stabi~izing influence was the limitation of immigration ••• 

from July, 1927, 15 O, 000 per year• was the total immigra t:lon 

all.owed in the United. States. And so, with this remind.er· o.f 

the maturation of capitalism in America, it is now possible 

to turn to a social analysis of the Jewish community that 

went through the depression. 

The analysis of the social structure shall indicate the 

I ' 
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class composition of each group, the secular organizations 

representing it, the periodicals published and read by its 

members, and the attitudes of the group towards Judaism, 

Zionism, and America's prospects in the year 1929. 

The most integrated group was the old middle-class 

merchant of German background whose parents or grandparents 

came to this country in the nineteenth century. Of eouroe, 

the term merchant is only conveniently characteristic. 'J.1here 

were bankers and real estate men, and, of course, the pro

fessions (lawyers, doctors), writers, and "poor relatives 11 

tha. t are attached to ever•y social class. 

This group was led by the American Jewish Committee 

throughout the thirties. Louis Marshall was president of 

the Committee until he died in 1929. Marshall was by pro-

fession a lawyer of cons·~i tutional and corporation law with 

the firm Guggenheimer, Untermeyer, ancl Marshall, and a member 
; 

of Congregation Emanu-el in New York. He was succeeded by 

Cyrus Adler, b~1rr1 in Van Buren, Arlcansas but a ffj.lia ted with 

the aristocratic Sephai"dic congregation, Mikveh Israel, and a 

leader in the Conservative mo•ement ••• president of Dropsie 

College, he had. taught Semi tic languages at Johns Hopkins. 

Vice-president at this time was Julius Rosenwald, the mer

chant-philanthropist, born in Springfield, Illinois. He rose 

from the Rosenwald and Weil Manufacturing Company to the head 

Of Sea:r•s and Roebuck. His l"eligious affiliation, 1remple 

Sinai of Chicago ••• the Classical Reform group on the south 

Bide. On the executive committee in 1928 was Leo Brown-

prominent in the fields of real estate; insu1·ance, and law--
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who practi.ced in Mobile, Alabama. There was Cyrus Sulzberger, 

the Ph~ladelphia merchant and president of Erlanger, Blumgart, 
i; 

and (gompany.. An Etc ti ve Republican, he was an an t1-'11ar:amany 

candiclate and recj.pient of appointment by Charles Evans 

Hughes. There was Max Kohler, son of the theologian of 

CJ.assioa.l Reform Judaism, and a Detroit lawyer ana_ writer. 

1r11ere was Abram Elkus, a le.wyer who represented the Merchants 

.Association and the American Association of Woolen ana_ Worsted 

Manufacturers. He was appointea.. ambassador to Turkey by 

Woodrow Wilson. Fill out the list with such names as Becker, 

F'uld, Lehman, Rosenau., Stern, Strauss, and Ullman. Out of 

twenty on the executive committee there was only one ob

viously non-German: A. O. Hatshesky, a Republican State 

Committeeman from Boston and president of the United States 

Trust Co. and the Armstrong Co. 

It will be recalled that the Eastern European Jews 
,, 

were steadily growing in weal th and impor•tanoe--eo through-

out the thirties--even in the American Jewish Committee--

they gained positions in the old.er organizations. By 19LW 

Fred and Leo Butzel and Leo Finkelstein were on the Com-

mittee .. 

While the American J'ewish Commit;tee represents the 

leadership of the old middle-class, its views and interests 

do not always coincide with the views and interests of the 

rank.-ancl-f ile of th.at class. This is a frequent phenomenon: 

there is often a gap between the leaders of the class and 

1 ts members, since the leader·s have interests granted them 

by their high pos1 tion a.nC!. wi thhela_ from the ranlc-and-file 
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of the class. The greater wealth and la!•ge investments of 

the leaders of this group in Germa.ny and. elsewhere abroad 

and their close connection with the financial interests be-

hind the United States government would naturally at times 

affect their• attitudes towards impor•tant problems. The 

result would then be a difference of opinion between these 

lea6.ers. and the r·ank-and-file of the old middle-class. Such 

differences w~ll be seen when the problems of the boycott 

agaj.nst Hitler and the attitude toward.a Zionism are discussed. 

This same German-background old middle-class also 

dominated the leadership of the B1nai B1rith. Its president, 

Hon. Alfred M. Oohen, was a. lawyer specializing in cor\p0!1a

tion and· commercial cases, fJ.nd was president of the People 1 s 

Bank and Savings Companies. Here too was Sephardic back

ground with Lucius L. Solomons of Ban Francisco an editor 

and publi_c speaker, and son of Gershom Seixas. Another 

officiar was New Orleans philanthropist, Archibald Marx. 

Since the B1nai B1rith organization extended throughout the 

country and was not confined as was the American Jewish 

Committee to individuals elected 11 from above 11 from cities 

throughout the country plus Class B a.elegates from national 

Jewish organizations plus a few members at large--since the 

B•na1 B1rith was much more of' a 11 mass 11 organization (rep-

resenting the best integrated of the middle-class in every 

community), tb.er•e were many local organizations that were 

controlled by the rising Eastern Em"opean new middle-class. 

This would be only natural in a communi.ty where there are 

Very few German merchants and. where those of !!:astern European 
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background were rapidly rising to civic prominence. During 

~·· the thirties this trend. took the form of revel t in the ranks, 

as individual chapters such as the order in Los Angeles 

would. complain about the policies of the leadership. By 

1937 the changed social complexion of the orders was felt 

in the J.eadership--as Henry Monsky, an Omaha lawyer became 

president arnl Sidney Kusworm, also of Eastern :&;uropea.n back-

ground., was made t1•easurer. 

However, the Anti-Defamation League the purpose of 

which was 11 to eliminate defamation of Jews and to counter-

act un-American and an ti-d.emocra t:tc propagana.a 11 remained 

under the control of Sigmund Livingston, born in Giessen 

· Germany; · and the National Director in l 9LW was Hi chard 

Gutstadt, f). member of Temple Sinai of Chicago. 

Thus far j_ t has been shown that the American Jewish 

Committee and until 1937 the B'nai B1rith leadership rep

resen tea'.' the integrated Ger~man old mid.d.le-clasfJ. What 

perioa.icals expressed the views of this class? The ~<.?-fl.:!! 

Jewisl}_ Xe~ BQ..Q.~ publlshed by the American Jewish Committee, 

bears the impr:'Lnt of tha.t Committee and its class-although 

it is necessary to read between the lines, since this is 

primarily an informo:t:tonal periodical. 'rh~ ~~11§.i B 1 i:.hih 

Magazine published by the Grand. Lodge in Chicago is the 

organ for B'nai B'rith leadership. The voice of the 

rising E:as ter·n European groups is heard in the B 1 lJS~:h f2..~:r.J_th 

Mes~eng~g of Los Angeles. The ~ RevievL begins in 1939 

and so is a little late for the purpose of this study. 
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But the periodical giving the fullest account of the 

views? of this group is the .Amer•ican ~.Q.rew. The paper 

clearly represents a. 11 class 11 point of view. Regarding the 

importa~t issues of the thirties, the Hebr.§.li praises t~e 

stand of the Committee aml the B'nai B1ritb. and condemns 

their opponents. Its approach to anti-Semitism parallels 

that of the Anti-Defamation League. It is obviously add.r·esEJed to 

the well-integrated old. miCldle-cla.ss a.s there is frequent 

concern with discrimination in exclusive gentile social sets 

and a series entitled, 11 Intima.te Glimpses of the Country 
. 1.5 

Clubs. 11 As its editorial views are discussed 1t will be 

eemhow those attitudes are influenced by its class position. 

Further e·vid.ence of a class point--of--view is the more-than

coincidental identi~y of editorial opinion of all the afore-

mentione4 periodicals together with !h.fil. American Iara.elite, 

~·~ish ~.u, and The Oounc_!]: of Q:ew,;\_~Jiome11 Newsletter-

also periodicals directed to the integrated old middle-class 

of German-background.. Ev-idences of.this identity of attitude 

will be given when the ya.1•1.ouB problems that confronted the 

Jews in the period. a.:r•e discussed. !i'or example, the attitudes 

towards mass demonstrations and the World Jewish Congress were 

so similar in these periodicals of the same social group that 

there must have been some reason other than a coincidence of 

su.bjec tive reasonings. Anc1 that ree,son is now perfectly clear: 

the identity of class background, needs, and interests! 

It may be objected. that Isaac Landman, editor of the Hebrew, 

wa.s born in Russia and that Lo:uis Rittenberg who replaced 

Landman in 1937 is a. Hungarian who wrote a preface to Molnar• 1 E-l 
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plays. The preface has dealt ~ith the cases of certain 
tf} 

ind.i vid.uals who for personal reHsons become aligned with 

certain claas interests. In addition, it must be stressed 

that the 11 publici·t;y men 11 for the class Viewpoint are not 

necessarily from the.t class. That is, the journalistic 

mi<1dle-men who are supported by a class and whose welfa1•e 

is determined by the continued market of that class· V_f!f''il.. 

.fpeau§.ntll, do not spring from the class itself. Without 

infering value ,judgments through the comparison, it is known 

tl~t Gerald L. K. Smith in America and the brilliant French 

joui•ne.list Ea.ouard Drumont were not membere1 of the classes 

that supported them in their anti-Semitic tirades. Of 

more sj.gn:l.ficance is the publisher of the Hebrew, David Brov!U, 

chairmr.J.n of the Broadway National Bank and Trust Co., a banker 

ano. fina.ncier. 

Bri'efly and wi. thout analysis of how the a tti tud.es may 

he derived from the class posit:i.on, what were the v-iews of 

this class towara.s Jud.aism, Zionism,and .America of 1929? 

As we noted, the majority were associated with. classical 

Reform congregations such as Rabbi J"acob Mann 1 s rremple Sinai 

of Chicago. A very few were prominent leaders in the Con

serv~m:Lve movement. This group composea. the 11 non-Zionist 11 

camp a.nd in Januar•y, 1929, the Ame~£ Hebrew defined a 

11 non-Zionist 11 as::.a person opposed to nationalism but 

interested in the cultural and econom:l,c rehabili taM.on of 

Palestine. The Hebrew looked forward with optimism to 1929 

because of "two.momentous occurences 11 of 1928: the 11 pact of 

glory" between Zionists and non-Zionists and the functioning 

I ' ~ 



of the ·Hebrew'~ Permanent Commission on Better Understanding. 

The B 1na1 B 1rJj;.£ Mag§;_zine, stated. that e"fter sixty years of 
16 advance, the Jew now had eque.l rights. · Senator Cohen was 

almost messianic in 1929: "Mankind enters a new year more 

lovely than in all the years of his long sojourn on earth. 17 

But then, this attitude would be expected from a group of 

integrated Americe.n Jews, reaping the fruits of the pros

peri ty0 of the twenties. It seemed to them a.s though their 

whole philosophy( of integra t:lon was paying off. 

'fhe rising Eastern Eur•opean middle-class was pressing 

for national recognition in 1914. At this time--according 

to Habbi Alvin R.oth18--the sbJ~§:.£1.?.nut of the' Ame:r•ican Jewish 

Cammi ttr;ie was at a re la t:\.vely 1 ow ebb, since there was a 

Democratic administration in Washington and the Committee 

was accustom"~to dealing with the Republican party. '11he 

new middle-class was more closely associated with the 
,, 

Democrat~. But the most powerful force behind the rise of the 

new middle-class at this moment was the need,':t'or the American 

Zionist 01"ganization to have a powerful organization through 

which it could speak: Wrote Louis Lipsky: 

Th& American Jewish Committee claimed hegemony in 
Amer•ican Jewish life. That leadership might be 
challenged by the Brn& B'rith or the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. All three bodies 
could be relied upon. no·t to· b.e friendly to the 
Zionist cause. We therefore thought it to be of 
the utmost importance_ to bring into existence a 
new American representative body, all' inclusive 
if possible, democratlcally elected, in,:o:rtder to 
Qnsure: 

------

1) the creation of an authentic personality 
to speak for American Jewry, 

2) to mold that body into a likeness satis
factory to Zionist hopes 

.3) to have a forum towards which our' propaganda 
might be directed. 
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To that end after some hesitation we became par~ies 
to the organization of the American Jewish Congress. 
And. thus we were plunged into the most interesting 
struggle .l.1me:rican Zionism went through in all its 
history.19 · 

The reason for this great need of the Zionist organiza

tion was proba.bly thEt t World War I had a.eaa.ened the ef-

fectiveness of Eu~opean Zionism with its center in Berl1n9 

Therefore, Shmarya Levin, European·Zion1sm 1s emissary in 

America, enlisted the aid of Louis Lipsky and Louis Brandeis. 

This group responded: eagerly to the call for the Congress, 

which was issued on August 30, 1914 by Bernard Richards, 

Mena.hem Syrkin, and Baruch Zuckerman. The Provisional 

Committee for General Zionist Affairs invited the American 

Jewish Committee to cooperate. The AJC, probably seeing 

the inevitability of the Congress, joined on the provision 

that t.his was a temporary Congress, and in 1916 the Congress 

adopted its mild Philadelphia platform: it would operate 

for 11 defence 11 functions excluHively; it was a tempo.r•a:ry 

organizatlon; it was not a spokesman for all Jewish life. 

This group ad.journed in 1920, and in 1922 a new American 

Jewish Congress that would be a democratic :representative 

body for all American Jews to deal with all Jewish matters 

was organizea... And so, this Congress of 1922 was basea. on 

the desir•e .of the nevJ middle-class to have a rnor•e important 

Voice in American Jewish affairs. The most powerful ideo

logical weapon used in the struggle for power was Zionism: 

the Zionist organization needed a spokesme,n. And the moi->al 

cloak for the struggle was tbs cry of democracy. 

The Corigress election in 1922 clearly shows the class 
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composition., Delega tea to the Congr•ess were .chosen on the 

local level and also on the organizational level. 1l1hel'..•e 

were thirty-five delegates from the Zionist Organization of 

America, B1rith·Shalom, the Jewish· Progressive Order 9 and 

B1rith Abraham. There were twenty-seven delegates from -

fifteen other• 01•ganizations inc1ua_1ng the United Roumanian 

Jews ana. the Fede:ra tj_on of Hungarian Jews. 20 1rh:l,s di vision 

has .,signif :lea nee when it is conBidered that the representa

tives of the dominant organi~ations were the wealthiest of 

the Ea.stern l~uropea.n mid.dle-class ana. that these organiza-

tions themselves represented the best integrated of the 

Ea.stern European middle-class. Ii1or example, there was 

delegate Solomon Kraus of B1rith Shalom, born in Philadelphia., 

vice-president of the Congress a.nd well esta.blished in the 

Building and. Loan business. Aaron Levy of B1rith i~bra.ha.m 

was a New York born lawyer and judge. 

On the other hand, the a.elega.tes of the mino:r•ity organiza

tions in the Senate were less integrated and not as well 

established in the middle-class. Samuel Buchler, president 

of the Federation of Hungarian Jews, was a rabbi born in 

Budapest. Actually, the great majority of all delegates were 

foreign born, but the wealthier and best integrated seemed to 

control the Congress. 

There was no attempt at a democratic election from 1922 

through 19J8. By 1928 the leadership group was well con

solidated and. throughout its whole history the same names 

are found: Stephen Wise born in Budapest was president and 

its guiding spirit. He was replaced from 1929 to 1935 by 
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Bernard Deutsch, Baltimore lawyer. There was no competition 

in the election. The suggestion of the nominating committee 

was accepted 11 unan1mously11 from the floor. 
21 

Vice-presia.ent 

was C}ustave Hartman, born in Hungary, a judge.. Other vice

pre sidents were Dr. A. J. Rangy; Mrs. Archibald Silverman; 

lawyer Max Steuer; journalist and outsta.nding Zionist, Louis 

Lipsky; lawyer Carl Sherman; ancl fur-merchant George Fox was 

tr,P,asur•er. Bernard Richards, journalist, was executive 

t 
22 secre ary. This leadership was middle-class, not quite 

so wealthy ~e that of the American Jewish Committee. The 

wealth that lay behind the Congress was beiJ:J.,g, made by mer

chants and. traders in liquor, jewelry, and scrap iron. The 

important fact is that the money was be:1d!E_ filad.e--and the 

weal thy backers had. not accumulated enough to retire and 

serve on the Oongre ss as· had. the German background. upper-

middle-class--witness such retired philanthropists as 

Julius Rosenwald e.nd Archibald Marx 1who served on the American 

Jewish Committee. And so the pa1d professionals of the clasB 

took over its leadership! 

A .. more detailed comparison of economic roles of the old 

and new middle-classes will be later preeented.
23 

Further evidences of the rule by .@:. secti.011 of' the hetero

geneous new middle-class are the complaints of those on the 

lower levels and the procedures in the election of 1938. 

Jacob Minkin, a Polish rabbi with a. masters a.eg1•ee from 

Columbia and. a spokesman for the New York neo-01 ... thodox group, 

stated. that the Congress was 11 conoeived as a democratic all

Jewry organ1zat1on ••• It was vitiated from 1ts very inception 
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by the fact that 1 t was pr•imarily the personal movement of 

one man, who though a leader of great power ana_ ability, 

has never succeeded in making the voice of the Americ~n 

Jewish Congress the voice of a united Israe1. 1124 
'1

1he man 

referred to is Stephen Wise. The Congress in its effort 

to unite American Jewry had some success with its appeal to 

labor.. The strongly Zionist Jewish National Workers Allianee 

die?,, join, as did. Paa.le Zion (which overlaps the Workers 

Alliance). But this participation was with reluctance: 

The American Jewish Congress should be reorganized 
on a broad, democratic basis, so that the Jewish 
masses in America--labor and folk organizations-
may participate in its affairs.25 

Protesting that a non-a.emocratic Congress cannot be a spokes-

man for Amari.can Jewry, the Alliance in hopes for eventual 

democracy did join the Congress. 

Further evidence of' oligarchy are the charges levelled 

agairw t the. ZOA with its twelve delegates in the Congress' 

Senate. The ZOA itself is not democratic according to the 

Y.ang_~ ••• as eta ted above. Z6 If this b.e true, then the 

organizational delegates would. not represent their organiza

tions l · And in the local elections of 1938, there was, if 

anything, a decrease in the 11 democra.t1c base 11 of the Congress; 

In 1918 with a Jewish papula..tion of three and one half million, 

335,000 votes were cast in Congress elections. In 1938 with 

a 20 percent increase in population (four and one half million) 

there were only 351,000 votes cast in the election--a decrease 

in the democratic baee. 27 

Despite claims of democratic representation, the facts 

are that under 8 percent of the American Jewish community par-

,1 ''I ' i, 
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ticipated in the elections of 1938, that the Congress 

represents the upper eschelon of the rising Eastern European 

new middle-class, and that the group leadership is composed 

of the most successful of that class ·which is striving for 

leadership in the Amertcan Jewish community. 

What periodicals represent the views of this group? 

Obviously the organs of the Congress itself--1'.,.he Am~~?.:B. 

.J!fi~/111.~h Cong,~ In9.:.~1£, The Am~~can Jew~ Q.gn..gress Qouri~, 

and 'rhe .Qoqg;r~ Bulletin. rrhe officials of the Zionist 

Organization of America are also officials of the Congress. 

So, the ZOA • s official publication, New Palest\.rLE!. also 

contains the point-of-view of this group. Stephen Wise--

tho spirit of the Congress--ana. his son James Waterman 'Wise 

began publishing Q:Q.~~ in December, 1931.. This became a 

mouthpiece for Wise and. intellectuals of his grou:p, such as 

Ludwig Lewisohn and Maurice Samuel. Mordecai Kaplan--with 

the close of his SAJ Rev~--was on the board and wrote 

regularly expounding his philosophy which found most sympathy 

(excepting in the· cle.ss from which it grew) in the Wise camp. 

Opil}.;l.Q.,l} also was an open forum for me.ny divergent viewpoints. 

!.ill!. !?_~-i B1rith ~~enge~--as has been noted--represented 

this rising class wM.ch had ta.ken over the B 1 nai B 1 ri th in 

Los Angeles. .Any of the periodicals of the dominant organiza-

tions in the 11 Sena.te"--such as the B,tr1 th Abraham ~a.£2.n.--will 
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give the same point of view. An interesting periodical was i. 

!..he ~ish .§:e.eptat_or---publii:1hed by The School of the Jewish 1·: ,' 
\1 1 

Woman in November, 1936. It would a.ppear tbr:J. t 1 t was directed I'' 

to young New York Jews who were just becoming accomod.ated to \',ii 
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this country. Bernard. Richards ana. Ludwig Lewisohn fre

quently· wrote for the magazine a.nd told its readers what 

a wonderful land. was America and. how great we:re the New 

Deal principles. Perhaps here was a conscious (or not) 

weaning of young immigrants away from European radicalism 

ana. into the respectable Amex•ican liberal oamp. 

What was this group's attitude towards Judaism, Zionism, 

E\nd America of 1929'l The rank-and-file of the group was 

Orthodox: the rabbinic lea.d.ership of the Federation of 

Polish and. Hungarian Jews point to this fact. But higher in 

the scale of leader~hip, more and more Conservative and even 

R.eform Jews are found. The bulk of the Congress leadership is 

Conservative, followers of fellow Oongress-ite Solomon G·oldman 

and ZOA lead.er Israel Goldstein. The Reform leaa.e:rship-

Stephen Wise and the Reform Zionists--was not of the Classical 

Reform variety that represented the old middle-class. These 

wei~ nee-Reformers who were constantly gaining strength with 

the rise of the Eastern European middle-class. The only 

prominent member fx•om the German group was Nathan Straus who 

for whatever personal reasons at the beginning of the Congress 

movement lent his name and the dignity of Macy 1s to the move

ment, ana_, as a figure-head, gave more 11 respecta.bility11 to 

the new Congress. This class, as mentioned, was strong be

hind the ZOA, the general Zionist organization. However 

Mizrachi and Labor Zionism are :repreeented--although they 

have an insignificant share in Congress lea.dernhip. Regard

ing America of 1929, there was a tempered optimism. rrhe group 

looked forward to a "milestone of Zionist development,11 28 but 
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recent experiences in Eastern Europe and the (resulting) 

Zionie1t ideology precluded. an extreme optimism tha.t said. 

the messiah was just around the corner--even in the pros-

perous twenties. 

A loca.l but important class in the American Jewish scene 

is located in New Yo1:-k City: weal thy manufacturers of con-

sumer-goods, financiers, and real estate men--Eastern 
c:; 

Europeans of recent immigrant origins. This class is not 

organized in a 11 defence 11 organization a.s are the olcl and new 

middle-class. Its memberB d.o belong rathe1~ reluctantly to 

the Congress. But thi~1 group-·-wi th 1 ts professional children 

and it~J rabbinic, legal, and medical appendages--does stand 

behind. The Jewi~h !PE~m--a monthly magazine with a board of 

directors and. an advisory council and. a discussion so ch) ty .. 

Who are the members of the advisory council of The_ ~? In ,, 
September, 1932 (pp. 276-7) a list of the council was published 

and various Who's Who 1 s rendered. the following info:Pma tion: 
. 

Mr. Di:wia. Podell was born in Russia, a lawyer who was 

counsel for the National Food Brokers Association, trustee 

" of the Jl~d.uca tional Alliance, member of the Bankers Club and 

the Tx•aa.e and. Commerce Bar Association.. Mr. Clarence Y. 

Palitz was born in Li thuania.-~he was a fine.nch1r, was preEii

den t of the Crea.it Alliance Corpo1•a tion and chairman of the 

American Foreign Corpora ti.on. Maurice Davidson was New :York 

born, a lawyer and membe1• of Property Owners Association. 

H. I. Wachtel, born in Cracow, was a doctor. 
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In 1936, J., L. Markel, born in Russia, was treasurer of 

the Forum. He also organized. and was president of the 

·Merchants Bank of New Yorke Louis Gold, with~ Foru_m in 

1936, was ·a real estate man .. 29 F'requent literary contr·ibu-

tions were received from Marcus Schloimovitz--a manufacturer 

from Manchester, England. 

The ~dvertisementa of the magazine provide further evi

dence of class alignment. Shapiro's is the 11 most exclusive 

Kosher hotel in Atlantic City. 11 However, The L6rraine Hotel 

claims to be the newest Kosher hotel in Atlantic City and 

classes itself as 11 The Jewish House Bee.utiful 11 --11 all carpets 

factory fresh. 11 Congratulations were offered to Mrs. Leah 

Pearlstein of 645 West End Avenue on the marriage of bsr 

daughter, Dorothy. 

And so it is evident that here is a g~oup of wealthy 

Jews who were born in Eastern E:ur•ope e,nd. who rapidly made 

money in manufacturing, real estate, and banking. However, 

these were small banking int ere sts--not &BiS'.O~Cfate.d. With the 

larger houses.. This class with its professional appenc1ages 

are not leaders of the American Jewish Congress or in the 

General Zionist Organization. rrhey are 11 neo-Orthoa.ox .. 11 Theil' 

religious spokesmen are Leopold Jung and Bernard Drachrnan. 

While they uphold. Orthod.ox practice they favor absorption 

of American•culture. Their Zionism is of the Mizrachi brand, 

and they speak fondly of He.Poel Ha.M1zr·acht-for reasons that 

bea:r.• investiga.ting. Isaac Rosengarten, editor of the For\!fil, 

is an ardent Mizrachi Zionist. While the predominant policy 

of this group favored Mizrachi, there was an occasional non-
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Zionist voi~e. And Betty F'~ Goldstein, president of the 

Woman 1 s Branch of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 

of America (Jung ancl Dre.chman 1 s group), stated in a 1937 

Forum: 11 I do not believe in political Zionism and am there---
fore opposed to the establ1shrnent of a Jewish sta.te. 11 3° There 

was a fear of smugness as the members wei-•e very mu.ch worried 

about the proposed calena.ar reform that would make Sabbath 

observance difficult. But decisive views 6n the prospects 

for American society at this time were not available. 

A periodical that expressed approximately the same views 

as the .E_OE].f!l was The ~ewf o~~ .Qyt12.0£, the official organ of 

the Mizrachi party. This group is naturally English-speaking 

and favors some form of integration~ In contrast to this 

group which might b~ called American-Orthodox there is the 

EUl"'Opean-Orthod.ox group--Yid.dish-speaking and composed of 

petty-bourgeoisie and la.borers.. This group had no spokesman 

in the Anglo-Jewish press, so knowledge about it in this 

study is derived through inference from !b& ~'9r_u,m. The 

Europe.an-Orthodox group is opposed. to nee-Orthodoxy and. 

is opposed. to the Ka.ehrut reforms proposed by the F'or•um 

group. It would seem that perhaps the poorer rabbis of the 

Eux•opean group need. the income tha. t a oentraliza tion and. 

hon-profit kashrut progre.m would eliminate~ Furthermore, any 

centra1~1za.tion program would rob these rabbis of the control 

they need to exercise in local areas,. However, since first

hand information is lacking this class will not be analyzed 

in this study. 
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There is a class that might be called 11 Jewish pro

fessionals." It includes all workers and directors of Jewish 

social welfare organizations. As in every so-called 11 class, 11 

there are differences in outlook between the leaders of the 

class and the workers. And in this class it is necessary 
" to distinguish between the more integrated and the immigrant 

groups •. These distinctions are vital to an understanding of 

the ideologies and attitud.es of the 11 professionals. 11 

There are four categories within this heterogeneous 

class. There is the worker or director successful in the 

general American scene-.. ·ei ther through social work or through 

an academic position in a ranking university. Such a man 

was Harry Lur•ie who was with the Illinois State Public Welfare 

Commission and who taught at the universities of Chicago, 

California, and Michigan~ Then there are rank-and-file workers, 

well-integrated, often of German backgrouncl o Such a person 

wa.s Charles Schottlana_, born in Chicago and. a member of Zeta 

Beta 1re.u fraternity. These two groupeJ, either not depenclent 

on a strong Jewish community or with a social background. of 

integr•a,;tion, formed ·the core of what we will call the 

univeraalist school among Jewish eoc1.a.l workers: there is 

very little that makes Jewish social work 11 Jewish .. 11 There 

is no·need for an "organic community. 11 These groups would 

lean towards Reform Judaism (if any) and towards non-Zionism. 

'11he third category of soclal workers which became more 

and more influential as the thirties progressed was a group 

of executive directors and federation heads: men like 

Sanmel C. Kohs, execut1.ve dir•ec tor of the l!"'edera tion of 
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Jewish Cha1•i ties; Samuel Din1.n, principal of the Bur·eau of 

Jewish Educa.tion; Israel Solomon Ghipkin, educational 

director of the Jewish Educe.tional Alliance, ancl on the 

board of the National Council for J'ewish Education; Isaac 

Rubinow, director of the Conference on J·ewish Social Wel

fare i Abra.ham Duker, resea1•ch librarian for the graduate 

school for Jewlsh Social Work. To this group of men whose 

existence was bound up with a strong organic Jewish community, 

there must be added the fourth category: the nameless 

numbers of workers who were fir•st genera ti on or immigrant 

Eastern Europeans ••• the rank-and-file that are found working 

in every Jewish social agency. These two formed the core 

of the Heoonstructionist movement in Judaism ••• the leaders 

of that movement already have been recognized from the names 

of many of the directors listed in this paragraph; s.ow.e of the 

followers of the movement we can find. among the immigrant or 

first generation Eastern-B~uropea.n to whom the group appea.ls. 

The inferences thu~1 far made, of course, will receive mo1~e 

exact treatment. 

The magazines tha.t represent the last two categories and 

that indeed are wr1 tten largely by the leader's of Jewish 

social se1"'vice organizations--these are the SA~ R~~-·-

of the Society for the Aa_vaneement of Juc1aism--and the 

Reco.n!_!~!ioni~!· Ohipkin, Dinin, Duker, and. Kohs all 

served as associate editors on the Reconstructionist. And _.,....,..-... -..---___.-~---

the SAJ" Reyi~J'L was an early venture of the Reconstructionist 

Philosophy in 1928-90 

For the diverse views of all participants in the Jewish 
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social welfare field there are the accounts of the annual 

meetings of the National Conferenc·e of Jewish Social Welfare. 

This is the big meeting of what in the mi,d-thirM.es was 

Harry Gluckeman 1 s Jewish Social Welfare organizations, the 

National Association of Jewish Center Workers (A. Bloom), 

and the National Council for• Jewish Educat:i.on \J .s. Golub). 

These include family service agencies, hospitals, homes 

for the aged, welfare funds, big brother leagues, ana. orphan 

homes. Also representing these heterogeneous views is the 

~h Socia~ £~Y~...Q.~ Qua~~er~. So when the attitudes with 

which the Jewish professionals met the problems of the 

thirties--from depression to ant1-Sem1tism--are discussed, 

the four categories mentioned above must be kept in mind. 

Ana. two addiM.onal groups might be mentioned: One, those 

appendages so necessary to the social work· fields--the 

wealthy philanthropists, who are financially behind much 

of the work and who address the meetings and may color the 

ideology, and, two, the academic allies like Morris Cohen 

and Milton Steinberg, university or rabbinic supporters from 

any one of the·intellectual camps. Bu:t the workers themselves 

and their leaders are the prime consideration of this stua.y •. 

It has been noted that the workers or dix•ectors, 

economically integrated in the non-Jewish social service 

world, and well-integrated rank~and-file workers of German 

background .. would tend. towards Reform Judaism and non-Zionism-~· 

the universalist school. The directors or federation heads, 

dependent on a Jewish "civilization" in this country, and 

immigrant and first-generation B~astern Europeans tend towards 

', i 

'1 

I' 

' i 

~ 



42 

Reconstructionism with its philosophy of Judaism as a 

civil1zat:lon that includes a humanistic religion and 

Zionism--either of the labor or general Zionist brands. 

No decisive view of America in 1929 was available: The 

Reoonstructionists were busy developing their philosophy 

and the group as a whole was concerned with personal more 

than social problems. But this was to changeo 

The most complex class ie Jewish labor in America. 

'rhe two great 11 Jewish11 unions were Sidney Hillman's Amalgamated 

Clothing Workers of America and David Dubinsky 1s International 

Ladies Garment Wor•kers Union. Abundant material has been 

written on the development of these organ1zations.3l But 

what groups of J·ews did they represent'? 'rhe answer is--

as can be seen from organizational aff ilia M.ons of the uni.ons 1 

members and from the friend.ship of ·the union 1 s publica. tions 

to diverse and opposed Jewish organizations--that these unions 

covered in their membership the gaml:lt of the Jewish organized 

working class; viz., union leadership (Hillman, Dubinsky), 

up.ion radicals ancl spokesmen for the 11 masses 11 of workers 

(perhaps Charles E1•vin), socialist anti-Zionists ('I'he 

Workmen's Circle, the Forward Association, the Socialist 

Verband), socialist Zionists (National Workers Alliance, 

National Labor Committee for Palestine, Pioneer Women, and 

League for Labor Palestine), and the eclectic labor 11 defence 11 

organization, the Jewish Labor Committeeo Of course, other 

Unions also ran the gamut of the above groups. The United 

Hebl"ew Trad.es leaned towards the socialist anti-Zionist 
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ideology. Before analyzing the class composition of these 

various sub-groups, we had best ment.ion something of the 

condition the Amalgamated and the ILGWU were in on the eve 

of the depression. 

'rhe Amalgamated was being led by Sidney Hillman, Joseph 

Schlossberg, anc1 Jacob Potof sky o These men had. come up 

thr•ough the ranks of the labor movement. They were now 

the union leadership. And theil" union was in re la ti vely 

rt sound condition,. In December,. 1927, Schlossberg and. 

Potofsky 1 s projt1ct of the Ama.lga.ma.ted Cooperative .Apartments 

was begun$ .and in 1929 Hillman began his successful drive 

to organize the unions in Philadelphia. His success was 

timely--just achieved as the depression started. 

r.Phe ILGWU had a new treasurer in 1929--David Dub:tnsky. 

At this time President Benjamin Schlesinger was trying to 

put the pieces back together aga:j..n--after the union had. been 

split asunder by Communist dual union policies. Just as ·the 

economies of Dubinsky were being put into practice, the crash 

came. Dubinsky, a product of the Bund movement in Hussian 

Poland, served. as both treasurer §tnc1 president in 1932, and 

he guided the union through the New Deal days. 

The organized Jewish workers were mostly immigr•ants 

and. many of them were working for Jewish manufacturers of the 

class mentioned above. The union leaders--by virtue of their 

pos1t1on--while also immigrants from Eastern Europe may be 

considered another social group. After all, they were 

brilliant administrators who were drawing middle-class 

salaries. Would their attitudes remain proletarian? They 
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had. to receive such saJ.arie s--if one can judge by what -
happened to the German labor movement: the Socia.]. Demo-

crats ruled that no leader would. be paid more than the highest 

paid skilled worker; this led to a deterioration in the ranks 

of the leaders whose a.bill ties could f'ina. more compenea tion 

elsewhere in the social system. This drift of labor leader-

ship from the working class is perhapf:1 the greatest problem 

of a successful wor~ing class movement. Evidences of the 

more middle-class attitude of the leadership will be abun-

dant when the depression and New Deal are discussed. Those 

attitudes can be traced through the editorial pages of the 

AmaJ.gamated. 1s !~cJ.VB:.£9ri~ a.nd the ILGWU 1s Justic~. 

The views of the rank-and-file of the workers are not 

very articulate, since the leadership controls the periodi

cals. However, there are individual colunists, intellectu-

als who are making little money and who are not tied with 

the politics of the New Deal,--these men seem to be slower 

to change from their proletar•ian views even when the leader·

ship has made a shift. Such a man it seems, was the brilliant 

analyst, Charles Ervin ••. for the Ad~~n~~· 

'.11here were other labor sub-groups formed along strictly 

Jewish lines: the soci.alist anti-Zionist group and the 

socialist Zionist group. J~he anti-Zionists were centered 

in the Workmen 1 s Circle. In l 9J5, th:i.s group had 70, 000 

members, many of whom were also members of the Amalgamated 

and the ILGWTJ. The Workmen 1 s Circle was pr•imarily a social 

service organization for the workers, providing a sanitorium, 

schools, sbcial agencies, and a cemetery.33 The core of the 
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workmen's Circle were members of the General Union of Jewish 

Workers in Russia, Poland, ancl Li thuania--commonly known as 

the Bund• '.I1his was a strictly Socialist anti-nationalist 

group that carried. on revolutionary activities in Russia 

especially in the 1905 embryonic revolution. The Bund provided 

the great bulk of immigrants who Joined the Circle between 

190l. (872 members) and 1912 (over 40,000 members). 11 The 

influx of these Bundists not only swelled the ranks of the 

Workmen 1 s Circle, but profound.ly affected 1 ts character and 

policies. 11 34 After some conflict with the cosmopolitan 

ant1-Yiddishists of the 19th century circle, a more cultural

ly-mj.nded gi•oup took over the leadership and held. it thr·ough 

the thirties. :F'urther evidence is found by noting the in-

dividuals who were leaders in the Circle and. in o.ther anti-

Zionist labor• organizations.. There was first and foremost 

the great adver•sary of Zionism during the thirties, B. Char•ne;y· 

Vladeck--manager ·of the Da~~ !'.2.r@.r-9: who met fellow-Bundist 

Davia_ Dubinsky in a Russian prison. 'l1here was J·oseph ~askin, 

general secretary of the Workmen's Circle and editor of its 

publi.ca tion, l'..h2. .Q.§11_, Born in Minsk in 1880, he helped 

organize the Bund in Wilna and came to the United States in 

But what about the class composition of the socialist 

Zionists? Obviously tb~y were non-Bund.ists from Eastern 

Eur•ope, but cEm any more be stated_ about their social back

grounds? Some of them were members of Poale Zion--the 

socialist Zionist organization--in Russia and Poland: there 

was Louis Segal, secretary of the Natione.l Workers Alliance 

Who Joined Poale Zion in Poland in 1906. Just why some 
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Eastern European Jews joined the nationalist group and why 

others remained with the Bund is an interesting piece of 

research outside the immediate scope of this thesis. How

ever this problem is examined in Appendix I. The conclusion, 

after examination of the rj.se of the labor movement in Russia, 

is that the Labor Zionist movement was an outgrowth of the 

pogroms in South Russia in the 185 0 I 8 ancl 1890 Is. F'r·om its 

inception it moved towards conservatism, as its leaders to 

gain ·a voice in world Zionism had to cooperate with the 

Jewish capitalists. The Bundist group, centered in North 

Russia a.nd Lithuania, did not develop a 11 Palestin1sm11 as 

they were not so early subjected to pogroms and as they 

could more easily migrate to America. Since the Bundists had 

no organizational need to cooperate with the Jewish middle-

class, they remained labor-led and retained a more consistently 

socialistic ideology. 

By the 19J0 1 s .American Labor Zionism was re.pid.1y losing 

its socj.e.lisiiic chare,cter. Its leadership was middle-class. 

Jacob Katzman, secretary of the Young Poale Zion Alliance, 

was a consulting engineer. And other prominent leaders of 

Peale Zion were not working men at all: David Pinski, who 

came to America in 1888 with Joseph Schlossberg, was a writer 

of plays and novels--not a.n active laborer. And Refo!•rn rabbis 

of wea.1 thy mj,dd_le-class c,ongrega,ti.ons add.ed a bourgeois touch 

to the Labor Zionist movement--J·acob Wej.nstein. and Samuel Wohl. 

In 19Jh, Rabbi Wohl made a plea for more 11 influentia111 leader

ship in Labor Zionism.35 And he was heeded as the movement 

became more mid.a.le-class. Such lead.er ship from a 11 higher" 
: 1' I 
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class is a common ~iocial phenomenon: members of the higher 

class, not finding positions enough to go around in that 

group become spokesmen for the clE.tss below it.. This phe

nomenon 1s evid.enced by early Christianity, the Karai tic 

movement, and. the Pea.sa.nt Revolution.. And. it j,s true that 

ah ,additional factor beh:lnd the conse:r•va tism of American 

Labor Zionism is that the American labor movement is dis-

tinguishecl, especially during the twenties, for its dr1:t't 

from. 11 old wo1"1<'1 11 radical ideologies.. Ana. so, those who 

were not ·commi ttea. Buna.iHts v1ould. be very likely to accept 

the natipnalist ideology of their culture ••• just as socii:tlists 

accepted the 1•espec ti ve na tioralisms in the world wars. 

Ment:ton .ehoullid · afuso be made of. the::;.oth.er:1Labog:~·~;:ipn~.st groups. 

About Ha~nomer ~~~~ir·. and Left ~.Ol!J.~- ~: 11 ttle infor·ma

thm is suitable concernj.ng their. memberships.. r11hey are 

generally pale reflections of vital political movements in 

Palestine. Left Peale Zion probably represented the rank-
............ c ---- • 

and-file of the Labor Zj.onist movEm1ent. ~ tl~mizr~9hi, 

on the other hand., met the needs of e, definite group of 

American Jews o In F~astern Europe there were thousands of 

de-classed or classless Jews still loyal to Orthodoxy. Their 

Zionism would. naturally be of the Hizr~.£!:l.1. brand. Depending 

upon where they were in the new scheme of society,· they 

woula_ have sympathieB towarcls labor.. This repr·esented a 

problem to the Orthodox rabbis who were losing many people 

to the non-religious labor ideology.. And so, Ha~ He.m1z.

,tach1 would meet the needs of the proletarianized Jews who 

were very much in the Orthodox community .. And it would be 
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advocated'by those rabbis who were afx•a:id of losing these 

Jews.. In this country, it would be expected that the 

children of Orthodox parents not at e.11 sure of their class 

position would be a ttractect by this ideology anct that young 

workers would be appealed. to by the Orthod.ox rabbis o Evi

dence for this expectation is found in Rabbi Manuel Lader

man' s es say on f!§l·:Q0.£1 lfafllJ:!!racp._j. in the l{izr~chi Q':µp}J§l.~ 

Volume of' 1936: He praises Hapoel Harnizr~s_hi beca.use 1 t 

brings youth into Mizrachi ..... and the movement 11 oeases being 

old stuff.; It's very new, very exciting stuff. Miz_r.~chi ls 

not just an interest in kosher meat.~.(it is) interest in 

hard labor• ••• (Hapo~~. Hamizra .. Q.h~J should attract the marginal 

Jews (because it is) the most universal kind of Zionism ••• 

it will be good taste and not ]:oss of caste to be a member,. 11 

So the appeal is to young Jews--intellectuals and workers-

who are rebelling against their pa:i:•ents 1 world. 'You won 1 t 

lose cast~l This is modern and exciting and universalistic 

stuff 1 

Within the laboring class theI•e were, therefore, several 

sub-groups with different needs and consequently d.ifferent 

ideologiea: union leadership, radicals and spokesmen for 

the labor 11 masses,11 socialist anti-Zionists from the Bund, 

socialist Zionists, and de-classed immigrants loyal to 

Orthodoxy but drifting to proletarianism (Hapoel. Hami~~.hi). 

There was also the Jewish Labor Committee, formed in 1934 

under the leadership of B. Charney Vladeck. Its treasurer 

Was David Dubinsky, also a Bundist. But Zionistic vice

chai1"man Ma.~c .Zari tzky and Joseph Schlossberg gave it a 

i 

I 
I I 

I 
I 

I 

: 
I' 

! 
I 

i 
I 
! 

I 
I i 

i ! . 



heterogeneous officialdom. st1i1 in its official pronounce-

ments :1.t stayed. away from Zionism. Its member or·ganize,tions 

were the Workmen 1 s Cir•cle, ILGWU, ACWA, the Cap anc1 Millinery 

· workei:•s Union, United Hebrew Trades, l!.,orwara. Associa tl.on, and 

the Jewish Socialist Verband.. With this membership 1 t is 

natural that. America woula. be stressed. as a homeland. as the 

Commit tee attempted 11 to fight Fascism and Naz.ism ••• to 

represent organized Jewish labor to all Jewish problems." 

We have seen how the different labor groups viewed. 

Zionism,. The socialist view towai:•ds Judaism is either in-

difference or hoetili ty. Later the Socj.alist 1 s philosophy 

of Jewish life will be ex.amirn;id, but rellgion-w1se there is 

nothing to discuss,. Many non-Socialists and the lli!.E.£!1 

Hamizrachi were naturally attached to Orthodoxy. 1'he Re-

conatructionis t Movement had. some following among their 

workers. 

The work.er 1 s vh1w of America in 1929 hinted of the days 

to come. Justice--the ILGWU paper--complained that Hoover was 

doing nothing about the four million unemployed: 

Toa.ay we have a. large army of unemployed. even in time 
of prosperity when all factories are open and running 
day and night. New inventions a.nd labor-saving de
vices are constantly throwing large numbers of workers 
out of work.36 

There is the claim that prosperity has been for the $5,000 

and over class, and that the textile workers ancl miners have 

been especially hard hito.37 But in J·u1y, 1929, a general 

strike in the clothing industry was called and victory was 

achieved in two weeks--just in time for the Crash. 

What periodicals represent the viewpoints of the 'layers 
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within the working claset The editorials of Justice and 

~~ speak for the lea.a.er ship of ILGWU ana. AOWA. A 

columnist like Charles Ervin in Advance might provide some

thing closer to the ra.nk-anc1-file opinion. The ~ and ~ 

Q.~11 of. ~2.Y-.tfl: a.re official organ a of the Workmen 1 s Circle. 

The ~-~:wi.s.h F'rontier and Labor P~Je~~l:.illl and The Y.fl.ngu.§!d 

represent the Labor Zionist groups .. Nopend:.odica.l was 

found representing the HaPoel Ha.Mizrachi program: the 

parents. of these youth were with the Mizra.chi group. The 

Jewish Labor· Commit tee had no periodical in this period. 

A grpup 0f Jews very vocal a_uring the thirties was 

those members of the New York State Buro, Communist Party. 

Its official publication for Jews was J·ewish Life. But was 

this a class? It seemed to attract dissatisfied members of 

the laboring and middle classes. The front line of the 

Stalinist group were the workers who in 1927 plagued the 

ILGWU with i'ts due.l union movement. This revolutionary 

program was adopted probably to prevent the working class--

by now cUsappolntea. with the collabora tiom.s~t policy of the 

mid-twenties--from deserting the movement. In 1928 the 

Tre.de Union Educational League was formed in ord.er to rival 

the AFL as a federation of clual unions • .38 By 1929 the 

Stalinist National Organiz.ation Committee began a d.ual union 

movement in the needle trades, including furriers, milliners, 

and men a.na. 1;;romen 1 s clothing. The fm'r•iers were the strongest 

lea .. by Ben Gola... These groups formed the Needle Tr1ades 

Workers Industrial Union--its chairman was Louis Hyman. 
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· . Meanwhile the Communist Party, needing scapegoats be

cause of its qui.ck reversal of policy, chose Jay Lovestone, 

secretary of the party, and his aide, Ben Gitlow. These 

unionists, now in di8grace, were called right-wingers and 

soon gathered around. them a group known as the Loves toni tes. 

O,ne- t>f these was Cha.r·les Zimmerman, who later became a vice-

president of ILG.WU. He a_isa.greed with the change in line 

and dropped finally from the Lovestonite rightists out of the 

party altogether. He led part of the dissident Communist 

group back into the ILGWU in May, 1931. 

But who were' these people who were attracted to the 

Communist Party·'? Information is very scarce, a.ncl even the 

Who's Who seems to have been censored so that useful facts 

concerning the backgrounds of Party members may be forever 

obscured. We do know of Charles Zimmerman that he was born 

in Russia in 1897 and in 1913 came to New York arid began 

work as a. knee-pan ts worker. He joined ILGWU and. f·rom 1916 

on drifted towards the Communist Party. After all, this 

was a period_ when few could actually jud.ge the happenings 

in Moscow. He bit the bait and. was caught on the "hook for 

fifteen years. So groping workers, looking for a solution 

to their problems that the mild American labor movement was 

not answering,--yes, men lik.e Zimmerman may have become 

Communists. And these Jewish workere--mostly Yiddish speak

ing--were constantly appealed to by ·the Communist press, es

pecially after 1934, by playing on concern with anti-Semitism 

ana_ the survival of the Yiddi.sh language. 

But the 11 creamn of the Communist crop waB its intellectual 
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bourgeois writers. 11he ~._Mas~~ could boast among their 

writers Upton Sinclair, Theodore Dreiser, Malcolm Cowley, 

Sherwood .Anderson, Clifton Fadiman, John Dos Passos, J.Jouia 

Adamio' and irvhi ttaker Chambers. rrhese wex•e literary men with 

sensitive souls ana. keen imaginations. They perhaps sensed 

the rumblings in our society, but they were accue1tomed to 

deal1ng in metaphors and. not economic science. Certainly 

a dramati.c solution was the Communist party line. 

The Jewish intellectuals of a middle-class variety also 

joined the stream. Waldo F'r·ank was the most prominent. 

tToseph F'reeman--edi tor of the New !it!.~.--told in his auto

biographical An A~i~~..Q. Test how he, as an artist, found 

Communism. Robert Gessner in Some of. ¥;y: Bes! F'rie~ ~ 

Je.!!,[ ( 1937) came to Communism because he found it to be 

the ans~er to anti-Semitism.39 The Call of Youth wrote ---
satirically of these Communist intellectuals, many of whom 

did leave the party after a riotous February, 1934 Madison 

Square Garden meeting at which blows were struck.40 Th~ Call 

in 1939 characterizes the fringe-Communis·IJs as unemployed. 

middle...,.claas: 11 Lumpen bourgeoisie, the jobless spawn of 

steam-heated, electrically refrigerated ana. radio equipped 

apartments .11
41 

So it seems a.s though there were several types attracted 

to the Communist movement: workers gi-•oping for a solution 

that the American labor movement did not seem to offer: 

litterateurs and artists sensing the illness of society 

more than their fellow-middle-class members but going to a 

quack doctor; de-classed bourgeoisie accustom to middle-class 
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existence now able to be leaders in an outcast party. Per

haps underlying all the personalf t~es fr•om whatever class 

who were drawn to Communism was a frantic search for an 

absolute in a wo1"ld of infinite uncertainty. And the dogma 

of Commun:tsm furnished this absolute. 

In ad.di t.ton to Jewish ~' the JewiQ..h Pe..Q.Q}.e 1 s Vo~ 

" expressed the view of the United F'ront 1 s League against 

Fascism and anti-Sem1t1sm ••• in the late thirties. The 

~ Communist solution during the thirties will be dealt with 

in a separate chapter. Suffice it to say for now that the 

policy of the party e.s d.ictated from Moscow was always to 

defeat a successful working class movement in the ca.pi tal:lstic 

world.. Only in this way could the Russian hierarchy keep con-

trol of its own people. A successful revolution outside 

Russia would give the lie to the Bolshevik regime. This 

policy meant different tactics in different countries. In 

America before the depression 1 t meant d.ual unionism and an 

offensive against American labor. 

Regarding Judaism, the Jewish Commun1S.:t3, of course, 

were anti-religi()11>.S. Being strictly revolutionary ill ~ 

period, they were anti-Zionist although it will be seen that 

this anti-Zionism was temperea. in the late thirties,. In 

America. the Communists hoped that the bomb of prosperity 

would not set off too big a blast as would destroy the 

ca.pitalist system. But they preached r~volution to dissi

dent worlrnrs and. mocked. the ge.y twenties in a hymn to pros

perity: 
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Speed, speed~ speed 
Ra.oket and rur:1h and strife 
Faster for profiteering greed, 
Louder above the workera£ 2need, 
Clangs the mill of life.~ 

This dissonant note concludes the class analysis of the 
./ 

American Jewish cornmuni ty that was confrontea. by the de-

pression. 

It has been shown that the American Jewish community 

r_y e1nergea. out of the soc1a~l pattern of the twer1ties. Its 

six major cha.rac tE~ris t1cs--as has been (le·mons tra ted--flowed 

from a boom period. in a matured capitalism that had seen 

the last days of its steady expansion: the prosperity of 

the commtinity; the latent anti-Semitism not dangerous o~ 

threatening but very much under the surface of all the good 

will meetings; the reJ.a tively slight concern with anti-

Semitism abroad.; the decentralized J'ew1sh community; the 

lack·of tension among Jews; and the rise of Eastern European 

Jewry to weal·th and power. All of these tr•ends were grounded 

in the conditions of America's roar•ing twenties. It will be 

shown that under the different concU.tions of the thirties, 

most of these trends will fade away •.• and the Jewish com-

munity will take on different characteristics. 

A class analysis of the American Jewish community has 

been attempted. Distinctions of' economic status and length 

of residence in America separate the Jews into different 

groups represented by certain organizations and. periodicals. 

The attitudes these social groups held toward.a Judaism, 

Zionism, and. Bociety in general have been noted.. That the 
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various groups tend t.o express themselves along particular 

ideological patterns shall be demonstrated throughout the 

remainder of this study. But the importance of this analysis 

thus far has been to show that the.re ~ definite class 

divisions within the .American Jewish community and that 

those divisions find_ outlets in different organ1z.ations 

ana_, further, that those divisions express their views 

officially or unofficially in one or more periodicals. rrha t 

these views become the centers of controversy in the thirties 

will later be seen. How these views often spring from the 

neea_s of the different classes will also be seen. But that 

there are such classes that do speak out in the Anglo

Jewish press and. that do represent not isolated individuals 

thinking but groups bouncl socially and economically--this· 

much has been demonstrated. in this chapter. The following 

chart more clearly indicates the class lines, organize"'!. tions, 

and periodicals. 
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III. THE THIRTIES---AGE OF GROPING· 

The crash and. 11 recoveries 11 brought a series of new 

problems to the world in general and to the.Jewish com

munity in particular. But in ord.er to understand the1se 

problems, it is necessary to examine the crash and its 

reverberations throughout the thirties. 

It was a world-wide depression that shook the American 

Jewish community in the thirties. It was a world-wide de

pression that proa.uced a m.tler who was to obliterate German 

Jewry ana. stir anxiety ancl internal dissension among American 

Jews. So first it is necessa.1"y to examine the depression in 

Europe.. :F'ri tz Sternberg notes several distinguishing 

characteristics of the great depression: there were crises 

simultaneously in industry fill.d agriculture :for the first 

time--e:?~cept in France--(hence there was more overpr'od.uction 

and a larger sector of the economy was hit); the depression 

hit ·the whole capitalistic world for the f11~st time; fj.xed 

income groups, previous aids to recovery, suffered; capitalism 

throughout the world was the dominant form of production 

wherever there was prod.uc tion (except in the Soviet Union) •1 

The factors that led to this situation have been d.iscu.ssed: 

operators of heavy industry throughout the world--and this 

industry is the basis of ce.pi talistlc .production--must fina. 

markets if they are to produce according to the profit 

motive; when they cannot find new markets, they stop pro

ducing; at this juncture in history no nation could find 

enough new markets; and when world-wide production was so I '.1 
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stymied_, there was world-wide unemployment. Some econo

mists state tba.t a capitalistic nation can find an equili

brium within its elf based on the consumer-good.s market. 

However, this market; is re la.ti vely small compared with the 

producer-goods market anc.l compared with the means of pro

duction in developed ca pi ta.lism. For· whatever reason, n.o 

capitalistic nation has yet succeeded in finding this 

equilibrium once the expansion period has ended. Ana. the 

world-wide depression was caused by the failure of world 

c~-Pi talism to find. such equilibrium. 

'.I1he various factors that made Germany the most a.esperatt~ 

of the capitalisms after world war one have been discussed. 

Its markets at home and. a.broact, were gone and it had the 

largest industriai apparatus in Europe. So impoverished 

were the masses and so in debt was the nation that infla

tionary measures could not stop the depression. The only 
:ro 

way remain.ing -the res.t0re the profit motive, so necessary to 

recovery was through wage outs. But when wages are {~ready 

low, only 1n a totalitarian regime can there be additional 

slashes (and then not ina.efini tely); and that is what happened 

in Germany. The German middle-class (50 percent of the 

population) feared a workers• revolution more than a state 

capitalism and so threw in their 1 ot with Hi tle1 ... and the 

big industrialists in 1933. A militant workers movement 

that may have been successful was weakened by Stalinist 

conspiracy, for Stalin did not want a successful working 

class movement in Germany that would show the Russian people 

What a real class movement was like and that would. threaten 
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his regime. 2 

What was the Hitler 11 recovery11 program? He crushed 

labor organization and despite the German war boom, there 

was a 7 percent fall in real wages of an already poverty

stricken working class. He 11 solved11 the crisis by a peace

time war economy stimulated by the wage slashes. This en-

abled him to aid the farmers through state control of agri

cultural importEi~ Independent existences in the rniddle

class lost out through the r1apid cent1,al:l.za.ti.on process, 

but a dependent middle-class based on trade and white 

collar work actually prosperea. during this pe'riod. Even 

some worker::J, now employed, gathered around the Na,zi banner. 

But the wage slashirig did aJ.iena te most of the labor move

ment. There were purges that eliminated industrialists who 

had ·thought in a controlled. capitalism they could control 

Hitler·.. Also purged were those under the illusion that this 

government was for the benefit of the petty bourgeoisie. But 
• 

the important factor is that even with the ·Na.:z,i state .there 

must 'be minimum wage standards and new markets and., therefore, 

war. To gain power and. ·to divert the frustrations of the 

German people during 11 r•ecovery11 and to blame somebody for 

the trials of the coming war--Hitler used th~ Jew. 

Britain was less severely hit by the depression because 

of a fall in the price level of the world market for agricul

tural products. She bought her life's blood through these 

imports, anc1 the fall in thei:r prices was greater than the 

fall in the prices rece:t ved for Bri ·tain 1 s monopolized export 

industries. Furthermore, there were new industries being 
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developed: chemicals, electricity, a.nd cars. Still the 

outdated coal industries were in chronic depression, un-

employment was at the million mark throughout the thirties, 

and the crisis was not resolved.. 'I1he Labor Party grew 

stronger, but not strong enough to three.ten Tory rule after 

the crest of the criaise And it was the Tories who feared 

socie.l revolution in Europe and_ who, therefore, appeased 

Germany through Munich. 

France was given some stability by a large agricultural 

sector which was not tied. up with the new capitalistic 

appar~tus .. However, France had more constant capital than 

did England and. could find no new rrarkets. So also in 

F'ra.rice there was no way found to r•esolve the crisis. lJeon 

Blum's Popular F'ront government did not change the essential 

structure of the society and soon gave way to a frightened 

rightist clique. Anc'l these parties of the right ••• (according 

to a theorist of the F'rench monarchist movement): 

These parties (of the Right) felt that in the event 
of war not only would the disaster be immense, in
volving perhaps the defeat and devastation of France, 
but that a German defeat would. mean the crumbling of 
the author1 tar18tn systems which constitute the main 
obstacle to the communist revolution, a~a. perhaps 
the immediate bolehevization of Europe. 

And then there was Munich. 

And after Munich, events marched quickly~ The failure 

o:t' the Anglo-F.'rench talkB in Moscow, the resulting Stalin

Hitler pact--as Stalin was rightly fearful of a one-front 

war against him--,ancl the invasion of Poland. 

And there was depression and "recovery" in America. 
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American capitalism it will be recalled, was spinning 

faster and t' aster like ·a top that sooner or later had to 

slow down and collapE1e. 3 It has been noted why the crash 

had to come: There was an end to America's inner expansion, 

anc1 she could not expana. outwar•dly as the a_ay of imperialism 

was over; there was an overproduction of consumer goods (eg, 

shoes and foodstuffs; and textils~and especially of pro-

ducer goods for wh1cf). no foreign mar•lrnts could now be 

found; there were no places for profitable re-investments. 

So the wheels stopped turning and there were millions un

employed. ·what could be done? 

President Hoover at first thought that nothing need. 

be done, as the crisis was tempor-ary and the result of a 

few speculators. When he :r•ecoghized that it was a real 

depression, he invol\.ed the only formula America had known: 

We have passed through no less than fifteen major 
d.epressions in the lt:rnt century. We have learned 
something as the result of each of these experiences. 
From this one we shall gain stiffening and economic 
discipline, a greater knowledge upon which we must 
build. a better safe-guar•ded sys tern. We ha.ve come 
out of each previous depression into a period of 
prosperity greater than ever before. We shall do 
so this.time ••• Surplus money does not remain idle 
for long ••• We should have full faith ancl confia.ence 
in those mighty resources, those in tel lectua.1 and. 
spiritual forces which have impelled. this nation 
to a success never before known in· the history of 
the world. Fa.r from being impe.ired, these forces 
Were never stronger than at this

4
moment. Under the 

guidance of Divine Brovidence ••• 

This was in 19.'.31. Sur•ely Hoover was counting on mo:re than in

tellectual forces and Providence. He was counting on the 

classic answer to depreBsions as stated by Dr. Hayek and his 

school of economists.5 The profit rate had to be restored, 



and this could best be done by cutting wages. The most 

efficient industries when they cut wages would force out 

of business less efficient industries; the most rugged in

dividualists would start producing for· profit again; there 

would. be new markets; the less rugged individualists would 

get back in the running; and there would be prosperity .. 

This theory could scarcely be a.ppl:l,.ed j_n the face of 

the realities of the depression. Industrial capitalism was 

at this time so monopolized that the greater proportion of 

proa .. ucti ve potentia.l was tied. up in a few ha.nets. Therefore, 

the oligopoly in· a. given industry restricted competition by 

maintaining an artificially high price structure. This assured 

the producers that no one would be forced out. Ii'UI•thermor•e, 

severe wage cutting with ten million alrea.a.y unemployed is 

politically inexpedient and impossible in a demoore.tic socj.ety. 

Such cuts may resto1~e their profit rate, but they may also 

cause revolution unless a totalitarian state is established. 

And. finally, once industry would be I' evi ved, where would be 

the new markets for the gr•ea ter--tha.n-ever pr·osperi ty? In the 

world of the thirties those markets would be all too few for 

the great industrial appar•atuE:. So the de fla tioni(-J t solution 

of Hayek and Hoover--while never seriously att;empted~-had 

these lnherent weaknesses which have been pointed out by 

various economists? 

Hoover did try in 19~j2 mild. inflationary gover•nmen t 

intervention. Through the Reconstruction Finance Corpora

tion he lent money to banks, farmers, and railroads ••• but 

not enough to stimulate industrial activity. In July, 

!I,-
1 I: . ! 
1. !•· 
' I I • 

' i I 

Ii' 

i 
I 

I 

· .. J::il.J~ 
_ lli:JJillJ!llm 



63 

19.32, d.isconten t reached a peak as the- 11 bonu.s army 11 was 

dispersed on the fields of Washington -by Gen~Jral Douglas 

Ma.cArthur. Between Ju.ne, 1931 and June 19.32--so great was 

the run on the banks by people· who had lost confidence or 

. who needed money for the rainy a.ays that--bank resources 

qropped from seventy to fifty-seven billion a.ollars. But 

this.was not known to the people as they voted for Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt and his mild. program of soctal reform. · 

When Roosevelt came in, he found the situs. ti on more 

serious than had been antici.pa. ted so the New Deal--more 

radical than tb.E) Democratic pla tfor·m--was begun. The bank.s 

were closed and the moneychangers were investigated. J. P~ 

Morgan· was held out as a scapegoat to the people .to assuage 

their frustrations and to give time for the New Deal program 

to get underway. 

The New Deal can best be unclerstood in the light of the 

economic theo1•y on which it was based. 11he advocates of 

Nei;·.r Deal economics wer•e known as 11 under-consumptionis ts. 11 

Since there is not sufficient purchasing power (in view of 

unemployment), more money is needed in society. More money 

can be j.njected in various ways, but the underconsumptionists 

differed as to how: government loans and contracts to in

dustry, wage hil1:es, new money minted. Once there is more 

money in soc le ty, producers can raj.se their prices and the 

Profit rate will be ~estored. This is based on Irving 

Fischer's Quantity Theory of Money: if a society produced 

mo!•e commodities, there must be more money in that society 

to buy them; since workers are not paid in keeping with their 
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productivity, more money should be created. In this way 

the price level ancl pr·ofi t rate are maintained. The de

pression-cure: restore the price level and profit rate 

through more money. 

'fhe inherent weakness in this economic theor•y und.er-

lying the New Deal has been pointed out by critical economists.? 

It is true that production will be stimulated by new monE'~Y 

anct higher prices. But as soon as the wheels of i nd.ustry 

begin turning again, the economy will again be faced. with 

the problem of overproduction. For the producers in giant 

incluetries will have found no new markets for their goods. 

Issuing more money cannot solve the problem of a saturatlon 

of markets. This theoretical critique was supported by sub-

sequent a.evelopments; Even though prod.uc M.on never reached 

the 1929 level (in fact, it remained 17 percent below 

thr•oughout· the thirties), there was stlll in' 1937 a laok 

of markets and, therefore, a recession •• .<iespi te the renewe<l 

efforts of the New Deal. 

This discussion of the theory behind the New Deal pro

via.e s ample background for• an examination of the evc?nts them

selves. 'I1hese are divided. into three phases: early policies 

of inflation and of restriction of production; the resistance 

of some segments of the economy from 1935-6; the recession 

and. prepareclness program .. 

Amer•ica was gradually taken off the gold s ta.ndard. Tb.is 

maant cheaper money; farmers could pay off their mortgages, 

ancl prices could rise. More money was brought into society 

by the Ci.tizens Ci v1lian Conservation Ccirps: 300, 000 fought 
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fires and erosions and helped stave off economic disaster. 

The Civil Works Administration employed four million, and 

big business feared competition. But mo:r•e money meant higher 

prices and more profits. The Chamber of Commerce sponsored. 

the National Industrial Relations Act which saw labor and. 

management swear that their interests were one.. Hillman 

and Dubinsky joineo. in forming a Code of 'F'air Practices aml 

secured a thirty-hour week and rights to collective bargain

ing ••• and told their unions that the New Deal was salvation. 

The Code controlled prices and wages. It permitted higher 

prices 'TJl1i th st21ategic wage hikes that would in turn put 

more money in society and allow even higher prices. These 

policies pump-primed the ·economy and stimulated profits. 

rrhe Ag1"lcultural A<~"justment Administrat:lon fostered higher 

prices through government subsidies to farmers who would 

curtail prod.u9;~i_<?}l• The Public Works Administration, sug

gested by Hearst and. heavy industry, allowed the gover•nment 

to give money di.rectly to inclust:r•y, primarily to the low

cost housing ind.us try. More money was pumped in through 

the 'I1ennessee Valley .Authority. All this, in 193:~.. In 19.35 

there were the Social Security Act, the Wagner-ConneJ:•y. Labor 

Relations Act, and. Harry Hopkins' Works Progress Admin1stra

tion ... all with the same purposes as the rest of the New 

Deal: to add more money to the society so that prices might 

be raised and. the profit rate restored.. Through such in

flation and restriction of production was business stimulated. 

There was also the pseua.o-economics of Father Coughlin 

who first supported Roosevelt and,. advocated giving cred.i t to 
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the petty bourgeoisie through an even more inflationary 

policy. Also there was the Townsend. Plan which said a $200 per 

month old age pension should be spent within a month.. (The 

drawback: revenue for the pension would be gathered through 

a sales tax). .And, finai1y, the technocrats: The machine 

cannot re-absorb the workers it disemploys. '1
1he only answer 

is for the engineers and scientists (hence, technocracy) to 

set up a staµdard. of meaBtu•ement that v-rould give the relative 

value of all commodities (relative to what, is not made clear)e 

This would eliminate the present price system and raise the 

standard of living~ 8 Obviously this messianic vision had no 

real economic program, but it did attract visionaries in the:i 

middle-class--in.cluding, of course, some engineers. 

By 1935 there was rising dissatisfaction with the progreEJs 

of the New Deal. Radical workers were complaining that price 

rises a.ncl continued. unemployment have· given the lie to the 

Roosevelt policies. William Saroyan wrote a story called, 

"Aspirin is a Member of the NH.A. 11 But thes_e segments of 

society ha.d no big voices. Who was making all the noise? In 

May, the Supreme Court declared the NIRA unconstitutiona.le 

In 1936, the Court nullif:led the AA.A and the Guffey-Snyder 

cbal bill--the latter action throwing John L. Lewis on the 

side of the President. But where was this opposition coming 

from? 

Some segments of l.ndustry had. been stimulatea. enough. 

They were babk in the saddle again, and they wanted Washington 

'to stop this 11 social1sticll pump-priming that they themselves 

had originally ad.voca tea.. Which were the segments the. t would. 



.'J2. 
!i· 
.f 

67 

first no longer feel the need of Washington? Statistics 

reveal that the 200 largest c0Ppor·ationr:1 gained--dur1ng the 

depression~-more control over the economy. In 1929, they 

controlled 49.4 percent and in 19JJ, 57 percent.9 The 

middle-men suffered.. It iftrould. be expected that these power

ful combinations that actu.ally .Fofited from the depression 

would be the first to rebel against the New Deal. They were 

sound once a.gain: there was money in America; larger profits 

could be made by eliminating wage hikes and government com

peti tlon; the NRA which fixed prices and restricted compe

tion limited 11 free 11 capitalism. And who were these people? 

Primarily the big producer-goods industr•ies ••• like steel and 

chemicals. Also the chaj.n stores opposed. Roosevelt, as they 

had been part of this group which gained through centraliza

tion.. And the firms of Mo1•gan, Kuhn-Loeb, and Chase--smart-
10 ing from their persecution--were ready to branch out again. 

Among the producer-goods industries, Little Steel was par

ticularly rabid. in its opposition to any aid to unions. While 

Big Steel had investments abroad and more reserves in general, 

Little Steel was fighting all the way against labore In 19.37, 

at Tom Girdler's Republic Steel plant outside of Chicago, 

armed police killed seven workers and injured over a hundred 

others in the worst labor riot since the Haymarket. But the 

oppos1 tion to the New Deal went be;y-ona. these large producers. 

For many Americans had. interests connected with the big 

1nd.ustr1es; for example, the mid.a.le-class owned much stock 

1n producer-ryoods 1nd t ie b ~ us r s. Those people living off a 

fixed income were being hara. hit by the inflation and price 
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rise. And, above all, the American petty bourgeoiee--hardest 

hit by the depression--was per haps the most frustrated. class. 

They now found_ themselves dispossessed by the trend. of cen

tralization. So the clw,in stores ~their victims looked 

askance at the New Deal. And. there were still a few 

socialists, but the rad.icalism of the early depression years 

had given away to well-respected union leaders urging the 

wor·kers to support their only practical hope, the New Deal. 

Especially when the New Deal was challenged in 1936 did 

labor rally round.. The farmer, angry at the recent Supreme 

Court ac t·ion, supported Roosevelt. Also the consumer-goods 

industries such as motion pictures and. liquor and. tobacco: 

for the H.oosevelt regime had pumped more money for consumption 

in the hands of the masses. And. also behind FDR was a solid 

South. 

Despite the appeals of Landon and the demogoguery of 

the Lemke-Coughlin party with its appeal to the frusterated 

lower midd.le-class--Ro0sevel t won a handy Victory and pro-

ceeded in 1937 with more New Deal measures. He appointed 

to the Supreme Court men sympathetic to his program, and 

his methods brought violent criticisms from all his enemies. 

But the Wagner Labor Relations Act was upheld. 

However, with a.11 the New Deal policies, the spring of 

1937 saw what is politely called a 11 recession11 in business 

activity. Ten million men were unemployed. Between 1933 

and 1938 production averaged 17 percent below the 1929 levelo 

In 1937 it was 20 percent below. So even though production 

had not reached the 1929 peak (for the economy did not come 
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out of the a.epression into an age o:f more prosperi i;:ir anc1 

greater production) , by 1937 markets were still lacking and 

profitable places for re-investment were few. And how did 

FDR meet the recession? 

rrhere was a renewal of more New Deal policies: to 

put more money in the economy and to restrict production .. 

A new AAA ancl a F'air Labor Standards Act were enacted. But 

this pump-pr•iming could procluce no new markets. 'rhe New 

Deal had. taught that lesson. There then followed a more-than

coinc~derital change in· foreign policy. The nation had been 

maintainine strict neutrality. In 1936 the Neutrality Act 

that prohibited. the export of munitlons to belligerents was 

amended to read that not even loans could be floated to 

belligerents. But just as ~he economy faced the paradox of 

the 1937 recesB1on, a new 11 neutrali ty 11 act was pushed. through 

Congress. There would be embargoes on foreign belligerents 

at the President 1 s d.iscretion; and. the cash-a.nd-·car:ry pro-

vision e.llowea. foreign nt)..tions to be helped.-·-wi th corresponding 

benefits to our big ind.uotries. J"apan and China vrnre not 

listed as belligerents. On October S, 1937, Roosevelt made 

a dramati.c anti-fascist speech in Chicago. This arou~ed the 

na ti.on and set the tone for other speeches and the Emper-navy 

bill that was pas sea. in J. 938. 1rhe pr•eparedness program was 

underway, and. Amer:'Lca had prosperity again. 

(1'hat America would have enter·ed the· World war II to 

Saye its elf i 8 una.oubtedly true a Therefore' the prepared-

ness program was in the national interest and opposed to 

Hitler.) 
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The historical forces just described had tremendous 

impact on GVery strata. of society. Of pr~.ma.ry interest 

in this Btudy is the effect of these forces on the J'ewish 

community. F'or the world.-vrid.e depression changed the face 

of the Amer·ica.n Jewish community and confronted. 1 ts members 

with pressing problems. 
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IV. CHANGES IN TH:tl: AMERICAN J"EWISH COMMUNITY: 1929-1939 

What were the changes wrought in the American Jewish 

community by the world-wide depression? '11he nature of the 

Jew:\. sh community is mola_ed by the cond.i tions in the general 

society. So na turall:1J', when the prosperity of the twen M.es 

was no more and a world.-wH!.e a.epression was raging, there 

were marked changes within and many problems fol" the J"ew·ish 

society. What were those changes Hnd. problems1 

It has been observed that Pr'osperi ty ~. a mark of the 

Jewish community. Wi ·th the depression came poverty for 

many Jewe--naturally, for this was the way of all flesh at 

the time .. Since ~01.ll segments of soclety were hit by the 

depression, except the giant producer-goods industries and 
] 

chain stores ;--the ,Jews, being by and large - in all strate. 

exce2~ th~1 ~ which ™- not hurt, suffered. along with the 

rest. How did the financial reaction in the Jewish worl~ 

parallel the reaction in America generally~ 

As in the larger society, the wealthier Jewish organiza

tions were not seriously weakened (and some even expanded) 

while the poor·er groups were going bankr•upt t In 1930, the 

American Hebrew hails the growth in Eeform Synagogue build

ing. 2 In the mid.st of the depression a Houston phj.la.nt.hro

pist endowed the Wolff Home for homeless children. The 

Jewish Forum bemoans the "rather strained economic conditions 

which brought disastrous results to the less organized chari

table and ed.uca tlona.l ins ti tutlons • 11 And after listing en

viously the big philanthropic groups, the F'orum states: 11 The 
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situation was entirely different with the Orthodox in-

stituti.ons of learning and Hebrew schools which have no 

endowment fun<l. 11 There then folloVirs a list of yeshivas in 

finanQial distress. All this difficulty while the Jewish 

Theological Seminary is building a library, a teachers 1 

institute, and a dormitory!3 The Forum constantly makes - ... 

pleas for the aid of Yeshiva College and praiBes Rabbi Abba 

Hillel Silve~ for hie agreement to stop a building project 

while others do not have the funds. 

With the New Deal the Jewish laborer seemed to prosper 

with the Gentile. The Hillman and Dubinsky movements grew 

with labo~ in general and both hailed the revolt of the 

CIO. rrhere was even a labor movement among the social 

workers: The curtailment of funds meant not only less 

acti vi. ty when there was greatest demana.; it also meant lower 

salar•ies for many workers. So the poorer J·ewish social 

workers between 1932 ana. 1938 '.formed industrial unions which 

were known as the Rank-and-File movement. 4 It is interesting 

to note that the same rank-and-file movement existed simultaneous-

ly 1n the non-Jewish social worker-world. Their meeting was 

described as und.er-thirtyish a.rid composed. also of some cleri-

cal workers--all demanding higher standards and the right to 

collective ba1•gaining und.er the .NIRA •5 , Ind.us try was given 

smelling salts. And much of America Jewry was on its feet again. 

So the bright prosperity of the twenties--ta.kes on the 

du.11 tone of hard.ship followed by increased labor organiza

tions and partial recoverye And the pattern of the 

Pie tm'e--maJ:•ginal groups being pushed out while wealthier 
I 

' ' 
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prosperrrank-and-file movements--the pattern is the same 

for Jew and G·ent1le. 

In the next chapter the reactions of the a.ifferent 

classes of Jews to the financial distress that was hitting 

them shall be examined. More precisely, .this analysis will 

consider what each group thought of the cause of the de

pression ancl how each group felt about the Roosevelt remedy-

the New Deal and the preparedness program. The Jewish class 

reactions shall be compared. to the corresponding non-Jewish 

class r·ea.c tions. 

But returning to the changed chi:i.r•acter·isM.cs of the Jewish 

community of the thirties: It will be recalled that the ·twen-

ties was a period of a de-centralized social structure: Social 

factors behind. de-centralization have been mentioned: The 

centralization in the economic spheI'e had not crossed over 

into social orga.nizations; there was prosper! ty for all 

organi.z.a tions, so no need for curta.j.lmen t of expenditures 

through cen tralizing-eff.iciency measure ei--hence, there was 

only limited centralizing within already existing organiza

tions. Furthermore, there was not gufficient; anti-Semitism 

to bring the Jews together with a community feeling, suff ici.en'G 

for the kehilla-type of centralization. However, with the 

~epression, the centralization in the economic sphere had 

permeated all American society. The~e was dire need for 

efficiency, for curtailment of expeno.i tures tb.a.t is always 

achieved by centralization and consequent elimination of 

duplication. Fu.r•thermore--wi th Hitler ancl. Coughlin--there 
. I 



was sufficient outside pressure to bring the Jews together 

ano. to stimulate the kehilJ.&, idea. Furthermore, the con

tinued. rise of the Eastern European Jewish community in the 

U. S. mec'l.nt a rise in their id.ea of tight Jewish community 

life and. cul tu.re as a.id exist in Eastern Europe. So the 

thirties naturally saw a great increase in the class-centraliza

tion and in the organic centralization of the Jewish community. 

In the next chapter the reactions of the different classes 

of Jews to the trend of centralization will be discussed. 

It will be recal;I.ed that the twenties was a period. re-

markably d.i stinguishect for lack of se.rious tensions within 

the Jewish community. It was conclud.ecl that this was to be 

expected since for all J'ews, except;ing a few socie,li.sts, 

there was plenty of positions and prestige and wealth to go 

around. But, after a depression that worked hardship on the 

whole Jewish community, that robbed ma.ny leaders of their 

jobs in organizations, that curtailed the salaries of 

othElrs, that placed the issue of survival before many in 

the organized. Jewish structure, that set organization against 

organization to see which could get the funds necessary to 

live and maybe prosper--in such a world and after such a 

dep:r•ession, there would natu:t'ally be many and bitter tensions 

among the Jews. And Chapter VI will be devoted to the 

analysis of these tensions. 

It was also noted that American J'ewry in the twenties 

was primarily concerned with anti-Semitism and. public !''e

lations in this country--if at all. There was little con

cern with Jewry abroad. The world-wide depression, of course, 
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che:mgea_ this outlook, ana. American Jewr•y was shocked a.rid 

shaken by the brutality of Hitler. In Chapter VII is an 

analys:ls of what the different classes of J'ews thought to 

be the cause of Nazism and. the proper remedy for the Gernmn 

Jewish .tragedy. To what degree, it will be asked did their 

11underf1tanding11 of H:ttler show limitations spr1nging from 

their respective positions in society? 

Finally it was noted that the twenties was free from 

really effective anti-Semitism in America. However, in the 

thirties there was great frustration du.e to the depression. 

And bigotry feeds on frustration. Who were the most frustrated 

Americans? 1:L1he petty bourgeoisie...:-a.s was noted above. 

William Dudley Pelley and his Silver Shirts were the first 

to gain considerable success in holding the Jew out as a 

scapegoat for this dissatisfied lower mid.dle-cle.ss. While 

probably subsi<lizecL by the Nazis, Pelley' 8 audience w:e:re 

America.ns. In 1931+, he wrote that the NRA was a "smooth 

Jewish scheme for the setting up of a vast bu1•ee.ucracy that 

would approximate in its final features the Politbureau of 
. 6 

Moscow. !1 And j_ t wa.s the communieJt devil of which the 

lower middle-class was most afraid. But anti-Semitism in 

America really took on serious proportions when the halo over 

Roosevelt was pulled down around his neck by important seg

ments of the population. By 1936 the great experiment was 

not working too well. There was even more dissatisfaction 

among the lower middle class; also in the ranks of Jabor. 

And this disse.tisfaction was the delight of some producer

goods inciuotrial1.s ts who wer•e behina.--i t can be shown--much 

I 
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of the anti-Semitism. For by 1936, the anti-Semitism haa. a 

dual· pur-pose: It could take the minds of the people off the 

real causes of' thei:r.• unhappiness and it could be used as an 

attack against the Roosevelt aa.ministration by the interests 

opposed to it. Parenthetically, it could also enrich men 

like Smi:th and Coughlin ••• for the market furnishea. a great 

demana .• 

So in February of 1936, a magazine called Socl:EJ:. Jugi~~-h9.§. 

a.ppearea.. It began by attack:tng DuPont anc.1 Swift, and (}eneral 

Motors and. the bankers--this naturally pleased the lower 

mida.le-cla.ss. Grad.ually it Bhif·ted. its at tack to the New 

Deal. Cleve~ly, Bernard Baruch 1s name was linked with the 

House of Horgan. Then ll'elix B'rankfurter was called a Com

munist. By August, 1936, Fathe:i:• Coughlin haa. buil:t up the 

myth of a banker-Oommunist~·Jewish conspi1 ... acy behind the 

government in Washington. Montague, JVlorganth&m, and Blum 

were callecl those 11 international bankers 11 who 11 are again 

in the saddle riding the red ho:r•ses of communism to destruc-

tion.117 Here again Coughlin appealed to tho~rn groups of 

whom the lower micldle-class was very much afraid. tJ:.'hejr were 

also afraid of their proletarian compeM. tors, the OIO. So, 

Coughlin claimed that it was controllecl by Hillman and a 

11 comraa.e 'by the name of Dubinsky.11 8 Of course, there were 

othex•s: In 19.'.36, Rev. Gerald. Winrod 1 s .TI!.~- P..E!.f.el}_g_e£E_ reached 

100,000 people and combined Protestant fundamentalism with 

the Bolshevilt charge. 9 Ana. Col. F~. N. Sanctuary claimed. that 

11 Kar·l Mor•dechai, al.ia.s Karl Marxu was behind the New Deal .· 

actions. 
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Coughlin claimed. that if the Lemke ticket did not get 

three million votes he would. leave the air. 1rhe ticlrnt 

gained one million votes, so Coughlin left the air only to 

come back by "popular r~queet." His tirades continued 

through 1937-8, but with the rising tide of prosper•i ty due 

to the. preparedness program, his market dwindled and he 

gradually faded a.way. 

'110 this overt anti-Semitism was added the continued 

discrimination in the middle-class professions which were 

hit very hard during the depression. 10 The importance of· 

this phenomenon is the.t her•e was nati~~ .American anti.·

Semitism ••• overtly expressed in great quantity for the first 

time in Amel'ican history. It waB native, because it was 

made in America, by Arnerloans, fQ£ .Amerl:,9.!!Q 2.Q..nsum2t:hQ..!l• 

Anc1 as has been seen from the millibn votes and the magazine 

subscriptions, it ~consumed. This phenomenon should not 

be surprising in view of the changed. conditions in society-

the great frustrations unleased by the depression, the great 

ma1•ket for bigotry·. WhE1.t were the Jewish reactions to this 

anti-Semitism as the Jewish community was jolted from its 

security--not only by the depression itself or by the 

spectacle of Hitler, but by bigotry in its own red, white, 

and. blue backyard'l This problem will be examined in 

Chapter VIII. 

It has been observed that different soc:tal conditions 

create different characteristics and problems within the 

Jewish community. 'l'his basic axiom of historiography ex

plains the great change in the nature of American J"ewish com-
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munity of the thirties. From the social soil of the 

twenties grew a Jewish communiiy of prosperity, of de

centralization, of harmony, of little concern with native 

or dist~nt anti-Semitism. But the social soil of the 

thirties was very different. So there were vast changes 

within the Jewish community: from prosperity to poverty 

and partial recovery, from de-centralization to centraliza

tion, from harmony among Jews to bitter tensions, from 

little concern with anti-Semitism abroad to Adolf Hitler·, from 

no avert and serious American anti-Semitism to Pelley and 

Coughlinl 

The remainder of this s ·tudy will deal with the question: 

How did the different classes of Jews react to these problems 

that· suddenly confronted them? ••. to the centralization, the 

Depr•ession, the New Deal, the preparedness program, the intra

Jewish tenBions Hitler, native anti-Semitism. 11his stud.y 

will conclude with an examination of three ideologies tb.a.t 

tried to meet the needs of the Jews during this period: 

Communism, Zionism, ancl Judaism. 
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V. JEWISH RF;AC 1I1IONS TO THE AMERICAN ECONOMY: 1929-1939. 

The id.eological reactions of the various Jewish groups 

to the depression itself (1929-1932), to the New Deal (1933-

1937), and to the Recession and Preparedness program (1937-

1939) shall first be examined. This will be followed by an 

analysis of the attitudes regarding centralization of tb.e 

Jewish community& 

Q,uesti.ons that would. occur when dealing with the re-

actions of the Jews to the changing .American economy are: 

Is there any peculiarly Jewish reaction? Do the Jews, be

cause of their being in the minority and therefore being 

mo1•e susceptible to the t1•avails of the crisis, do they have 

a keener perception of the economy than do their non-Jewish 

class qounterparts '? A religion.1st may be concerned. with the 

theory that Judaism has given the Jews a keener view towards 

social justice. A culturist may say that this perception 

lies in the spirit of democracy that pervades Jewish customs 

and mores. 

When one examines the Jewish reactions to the economy 

in the" thirties, he sees that with very slight deviation the 

Jews follow the American economic class line. That very 

slight deviation seems to be due to the large proportion of 

immigx•ants with proletarian ideologies that compose Jewish 

labor ana. social welfare groups. But let the evidence speak 

for itself. During the Depression period (1929-1932), what 

dia. each group think to be the cause of the d:epre ssj.on, what 

was the general tone of its comment and what immediate reme-
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dies did the group advocate before the New Deal had begun~ 

The German-background businessmen (filn_J1Fiean ~-r§.Y.d 

maintained for the public at any rate the front of OJ?timism 

·through 1930 and 1931: 

We believe that the so-called a.epression will be short
lived and tha.t the country with its excellent recupera
tive powers will be in excellent shape within a few 
months,.l 

Present problems (are) not from weakness, but from 
the profound strength of our country.· Time has 
always been a great bealer, and it is no different 
in the stock market.2 

By the Summer the crash of la.st October and. its 
effects will be pretty much out of the picture.3 

And in 1931: 

We face 1931 with a spirit of optimism grounded in 
our past and in the faith we have in tl},e economic 
and cultural soundness of ou1' country. , 

In November: 

Whatever the cause of the setback that has hit; so 
many so ha1"d, virile America will not long i na.ulge 
in lamentation. Though, alas, too many are jobless, 
the world is still on the job and the universe spin
ning in its groove.5 

And. even in March, 1933:, publii:ib.er David Brown admiti::J that 

he is optimistic and that America will come out of this de

pression, because it came out of the others. 6 

F'rom these examples we see not only optimism but also 

the belief that the cure is in the very virility of America, 

in the past, and in a universe which will contlnue spinning 

in its groove. '11he charge tha·t America. is indulging in 

lamentation indicates that the cause is emotional, is one 

of undue :rear. And in 1932, Brown believed that the cause 

lay to a great extent in the fear of the consumer (especial

ly the worker) ·of buying! The length of the depression has a 
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"close relationship to the psychology of the worker." It 

seems that there is some unemployment and this instills 

fear in the worker. He is so afraid that he cuts down his 

living expenses and buys less. This only makes further 

unemployment. 7 And this is unfortunate because capi te.l-

and this means, the people--suffer.. J.i'or 11 Indus try today, 

.great public utilities, railroads, are all being financed 

by the people of modest mee.ns. 11 7 

But what should be done for the depression? Industries 

should expand.8 The government should not interfe~e with 

business; in fact, the decline in grain and cotton in 1930 

was due to the inte1•feronce of the Farm Labor Boa.rel which 

refusea. to let the law of supply ano. demancl operate.9 In 

1931 with more unemployment, 200 million for relief pur·poses 

was favored. This might even start the wheels of business 

turning. 

It is very clear that he1 ... e is the upper midd.le-clasa 

point-of-view. The view of inveetors ••• b1g investors. And 

the German-background Jews who ga~ ~Q..Ymula.te~h !11..~q~i for 

111.2. generations or mox•e would naturally have this view of 

the depression. It flows quite logically from their posi

tion in society. Neither the spirit of the prophets nor 

their minority status increased their understanding of the 

Plight of society. Naturally they espoused the theory of 

fear, the brave public optimism, the faith in the nature of 

America and. in the past r~peating itself~ and the remedy of 

x•enewed confidence of investor aml worker. ill of these 

attitudes we can find in the non-(Jewish counterpart of this 
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class position. The members of the ChambE1r of Commerce were 

the most successful businessmen in America with accumula-

tiona sufficient for considerable investments. Their pr·esi-

dent, Silas H. Strawn, in one statement capsulizes all of 

the views just given in the f.l!E.er•ic!="ln Hebr~: 

Nations and individuals all over the world are in 
a state of .!1.§'.!V~ QY.:ster:1~· .• What is needed most 
is the restoration of confidence. Why should we 
not have this confidence? We have had at least 
seventeen of these cycles of de})"re'sSTO'ns in the 
last 120 years. Tbs depr~ssion of 1837 was, in 
many respects, much worse than this and lasted 
five years ... While I would not minimize present 
conditions, I feel very strongly that we are em
phasizing too much the evil factors and that we 
are overlooking the great natu:r'al ~_Qurpe_Q of ~ 
£.Q.g.!)_try and the splendid courage and e.r.t.~.Pl~2:!!..£ gf 
Q.:ill.: £~1~ ... let us awaken in ourselves the latent 
S£i~i~ S2.f .2.2£ for~thers ••• let those who are com
plaining of their lot here go to some other country 
and see how much better off we ar•e than the people 
of any other nation on earth. 

Let us.cease to whine about depression and 
devote ourselves to thediligent performance of 
our daily duties, confident that the day 1.§. .!}2t 
far off when the sun will again begin to cast

1
6ts 

warm rays upon a happy and prosperous people .. 
(Italics Mine) · · 

The Eastern European middle-class had not been in 

America long enough to accumulate large sums for that in

vestment in the large industries ••• which would virtually 

give them the view-point of those large industries. How-

ever, many dicl lose their new-founo. gains and when they 

were hit were sent back down into the lower middle-class. 

But this was the fate of much of the American 11 new mic:tdle-

cla.ss.n 

It is now necessary to distinguish further between 

the economic roles of the Eastern Europeans and the Jews 
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of German background: In his sociological analysis of 

the ~ Colla.r, :Mills distinguishes between the old 

mid.d.le-class (established merchants, some of whom have 

been pushed out by the centralization trend) and the new 

midclle-cla.ss (white collar people on salarie s--managers, 

salaried professionals, salespeople, office workers). Be-

ca.use of the newness of Eastern European Jews to the 

American economy, most of them would fall into the new 

middle-class (while a few were able to work themselves up 

to the 11 old11 ). The Jews of German background are, of 

course, members of the old middle·-claBs. Stressing that 

the middle-classes ar·e too heterogeneous to have any unity 

of social philosophy, Mills does make distinctions accord

ing to the economic roles of members of those middle--

classes: 

In matters of wages and social policies, new 
middle--cla.ss people increas:Lngly have the attitude 
of those who are given work; old middle-class 
people still have the attitude of those who give 
it ••• Small businessmen, especially retailers, 
fight chain stores, government, and unions--under• 
the wing of big business. White collar workers, 
in so far as they are organj_zed in unions in all 
essentials are under the wage workers. Thus old 
and new middle-classes become shock troops for 
other more power,ful and. articulate presBure blocs 
in the political scene.11 

It may be coneluded from a. gene1•al analysis of Ame1•ican 

society that the Eastern European Jews--being in the new 

middle-class havi.ng little controlling interests in corpora

tions, would (as Mills puts it) have the 11 attitude of those 

Who are given work.II 

The very meager evidence available for the period, 1929-
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1932, points in this direction. QJ2J...ill&..!1 is non-socialist 

but very friendly to Norman Thomas. 12 It attacks the 

Republican platform of 1932.13 

The counterpart of Qpinipn in the non-Jewish world 

was the ~:fil.!l• In fact, Horace Kallen e.nd Ludwig Lewisohn 

wrote for both. The liberal middle-class view at this time 

was drifting tb the Left. But a question and answer game 

between Norman 1.I1homas and Oswald Garl"ison Villara. showed 

that the middle-class was fr:l.end.ly to socialism bu.t stlll 

clung to Robson's theories of economics: just put more 

spending power in the hands of those who will buy--heir•e is 

the ·voice of the underconsumptionists who would soon spear-
14 head the New Deal. 

This class will be analyzed in greater detaiil,jlur1,ng 

the New Deal period. when evia_ence iitas more abundan.t. 

The neo-Orthodox manufacturers and financiers of New 

York anc1 their a.ppena.ages were at the top of a social 

pyramid of Eastern Eur•opean Jews or·ganized in a loose com

munity 'of many small organizations run on a shoe-string 

basis. It has already been noted how the F'orum bemoaned 

the plight of these organiz.ations o But here again informa

tion is sparse: a letter to th~ editor advocates the Sab

batical Yea:t' as an answer to unemployment--a clear• case of 

ideology d.istorting reality •15 More character•istic of the 

.E_oru.!!.! 1 s view of the :.depression are numerous articles which 

Will be examined in the New Deal period. For now, no con

clusions at all. 
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What were the attitudes of the social welfare workers? 

The heterogeneouEJ character of their group naturally gives 

rise to many different views. There is the repentant busi

nessman ·who has backed. social welfare work--he is repentant 

but has some optimism: This is not our worst depression, 

saiCl Louis Kirstein of Filere s. 11 Sooner o:r• later• revival 

sets in and ••• even prosperity returns •11 Businessmen shoula. 

study· their own productive scheduleB with more cax•e. 16 

Rabbi Edward I. Israel advocates permanen'G pr•eventives for 

unemploymeni:;: how? By employing everybody for fewer hours. 

Tb.1s--as shall be eeen~-is the Hillman plan. Joseph Schloss

berg presents the laborer's view. 17 Finally, a resolution 

of the National Conference of Jewish Social Service 

views the present economic situation as an oppor
tunity for, and an obligation on, the social 
economic, and political leadership of this country 
to re-examine and if necessary to modify ou1• social 
structure, so fW~.t human life ana. happiness ••• be 
no~ destroyed. 

H'urther. examples of the wide range of attitudes will ·be 

noted when the New Deal period is analyzed. The same range 

of solutions are found in the non-Jewish agencies. The 

Squibbs ShoI•ter Hours Plan is hailed as a product of en

lightened business, l9 ana. Russel Smith advocates preparing 

for slumps during prosperity through unemployment insurance 

and J 1 b d t 20 rr R .ong-range p anning y in us ry. b~ uesian Five 

Ye~u· Plan is hailed, for ·t;here everyboa_y is working, and 

Hoover's plane are deemed insufficient. 21 So, it would 

seem that Jewish anc1 Gentile social workers duri.ng these 

three years had the same range of reactions. Conclusions 

Wilf be postponed until evidence from the New Deal period 

I 
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is a.iscussed. 

In the reactions of labor from 1929 through 1932, there 

is a clear distinction between the conservative and radice.l 

views in the labor• camp. (Sufficient information is not 

available for a comparison of the Jewish sub-groups within 

the working class.) It is enlightening to examine what 

the labor spokesmen considered to be the cause of and the 

cure for the depression. There is either basic confusion 

or knowing deception in the discussion of the causes of 

crises. At one time the leaders tell their workers that 

the cause is the capitalistic system with its overproduction 

and technological unemployment. Unemployment is d.ue 11 to 

the rapid advance of technology (and) ••• constantly increasing 

output.1122 '11hat is what~~ was saying. Along the 

same line, the A~~ claimed. that depression would no 

longer produce prosperity beca.use technological unemployment 

means tha.t prosperity will return fewer and fewer people to 

work.23· 

Six months later the MY.-ance sta.ted that the depression 

wa.s not due to overproc1uc ti on but to underconsmnption t 24 

'rhis implies the whole· capi ta.lis tic Bchool of inflationary 

economics •2.5 And it is on the ba.sis of underconsumptionist 

theories that social reform later replaced radical trans

formation of society as the labor program. 

Regard.ing the remed.1es for the crisis there were two 

similar• di visions of opinion. F'ollowing from the view that 

the cause of the crisis lay in the socia.l system, publ1c works 
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was discounted as "a solution of the problem which is in

hersnt in our social system." 26 (But in the same breath a 

six hour day and a five day week and unemployment insurance 

would be some aid) e In editorials the dominant opinion 

favored a re-working of the whole economy: 

(We need) socialization of the products of human 

27 i.ngenuity .. 

No human:ltaria.n point of. viE)W can possibly Justify 
a system that breeds pover·ty be cause that system 
also creates millionaires who cast some of their 
surplus bread upon the waters ••• The existing order 
with its chaotic distribution of wealth by the inter
play of chance, chicanery, oppression and submissive
ness, is an absurdity and. is indefensible from th~ 
viewpoint of economic sense and ordered progress.28 

Charles Ervin, a consistently r•adical columnist well into the 

New Deal, blasted. Repuhlican and Democratic platforms and 

said that labor will be the loser no matter who is nominated. 29 

And the ~~-@. editorial policy in 1932 was pro-socialist 

in the election! CJ.ar•ence Darrow's remark: that he favored 

Hoosevel t because of f'o'ur years of Hoover was (accor·ding to 

the editorial) like the man who said he preferred stale bread 

because he had. just drunk four cases of hooch. The alterna

tiv~ to bad hooch is good whiskey--not stale bread!JO 

Despite the official socialistic ideology of the unions 

dur:lng the depression period., Sidney Hillman and Jacob 

Potofsky came up vli th concrete p:r•ograms that were anything 

but socialistic. The Hillman Plan, that eventually sent 

Hillman to the co\nference rooms with the Chamber of Commerce to 

plan the NIRA, advocated nstaggered employment, 11 shortel" work 

days and hours, u_nemployment insurance from the funds of in

dustry, and a Board. of Industry for long-range planning.31 
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Potofs°ky•s program add.ea_ to this high wages, public works, 

and housing projects. 32 These liberal social reforms were 

the stale pieces of bread that were being offered when good 

whiskey was really needed ••• e.ccording to what the A.<J.vance 

had previously told the workers. 

What conclusions can be drawn from these conflicting 

views? It is lcnown that the Jewish wor·kers were largely 

from the socialist {Bund or Labor Zionj.st) groups of Eastern 

Europe. But their leaders we also know became leaders in 

the anti-socialist New Deal. Would it not be a logical 

policy of union leaders (who for whto\ tever reasons had. more 

middle-class views) to write about the evils inherent in 

our society, to say that only a :radical transformation 

could do any goocl at all? ••• this they must say to keep 

the suppor·t of the wo:i:•kers. But to be true to their more 

middle-class attitudes and to gain important positions in a 

capitalistic society, positions in keeping with their un-
J 

doubted abil1 ti.es (and. pe1"haps to give temporary alleviation 

to some workers)--they must talk out of the other side of 

their mouths in terms of underconsumption and must launch a 

respectable program of social reform. This they were doing 

while the official policy of their periodicals was socialist. 

Exactly the same trend can be seen in the non-Jewish 

unions. True, socialist sentiment was stronger among Jewish 

workers than amtjng non-Jewish workers--because only a small 

percentage of the general American proletariat was fresh from 

European s~cialiet movements; whereas, practically all of the 

Jewish workers ~ad just emigrated from such movements in 

i 
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Eastern Europe. In the Amerio~.!!. Feder~nist edited by 

William Green, official organ of the AFL, are found state

ments of the capitalistic underconsumptionist theories: 

The purchasing power of consumers wi.ll determine the 
level of prod.uc ti on. [since this power has dropped, J 
bu1:1iness must turn its attention to the deliberate 
development of consumer buying power in order to 
restore and maintain prosperity. Every employer, 
public or private, who cuts wages is working against 
revival of business ancl a restoration of production 
activity.33 · 

It would seem that Green could. afford to be less radical in 

his publications than could the ACWA or ILG·WU since he had 

a much smaller percentag~ of radicals in his unionsa How

ever, l)efore the 1932 AFL Convention Green spoke ra(Ucal 

·words that shocked the New Yo_rk !±J~.]. and pleased the 

left-wing publishers of Labor Ag~. when he mad.e the following 

statement concerning the six hour day and five day week: 

The world must know we must be given it in response 
to reason o:r we will secure it through forces of 
some kindt3L1-a 

But by and. large ~,·Agg_ was dissatisfied with Green 1 s 

analysis and. claimed that capitalism was collapsing,. The 

only answer of capitalism is wage cuts, and these will only 

deepen the crisis. II.Across the whole induE1 trial world falls . ' . 

the shad.ow of Karl Marx. 11 3L1-b 

Ae the New Deal is followed to its conclusion four 

indices of opinion will be used: attitude towards the 

New Deal in its early days and then in 1935-36 when certain 
) 

segments of the population were hostile to it; awareness of 

the failure of the New Deal during the recession and eagerness 

to join the p:t:"eparedness program,. 

. i ' 
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It will be recalled th.at the 11 old. micldle-class 11 J·ews 

of German background echoed the voice of the Chamber• of 

Commerce (or .Y!.~.§:.~-Y..~F..EI.~) • An.cl in 1933 as the Amex•ican 

Chamber of Commerce. helped write the NIRA, the Am~_riq_~.!1 

H~.J't:l'lr~ was shifting to the New Deal position. David Brown 

attacked the opponents of the NRA with their stand-pat 

capitalism of another dayt35 Anc1 Brown is all prair:H9S for 

Hugh 11 Sock-in-the-nose 11 tTohnson. 36 Brown ad.mi ts having 
·, 

been a. Hooverite-Republican but explains the,t he has been 

pleasantly eurprieed by Roosevelt.37 Then begins the 

j.doliza tion of Roosevelt that was to continue throughout 

the thirties as the Hitler menace grew: 11 This is incon

tra.vert:lble: the Hoosevelt Americanism has revived the 

dead principle of the United States as a Refuge for the 
. 38 

Oppressed and is making it live again. 11 

In the stormy years of 1935-6, when H. L. Mencken in 

the Ame;-,:.+,.can, J.vl~_l was leading his last barbed attacks ••• 
. ' 

a.gains t B.oosevel t ( 11 Quacks are always friendly ana. ingra tia-
. 39 4o 

ting fellows ••• 11 ) on behalf of the groups mentioned above 

(steel and chemical incl.us tries, chain stores, indj_viduals 

connected with these inte1•ests, wealthy men who wanted a. 

decrease in taxes, people living off fixed incomes, etc.)-

he spoke for many Jews in the old Gex•man middle-class. Not 

for all, by any means, because as Mills points out, II the 

political psych~logy of any social stratum is influenced 

by every relation its members have, or fail to have with 

other strata ••• 11
41 And there was great diversity, even in 

the old. middle-~lasses. St~ll, many members of the old 

:, I 
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middle-class would naturally oppose the New Deal at this 

time. 1rhey possessed the reserve of middle-class weal th. 

1J.1hey. were the people mo1•e closely affiliated with the larger 

corporations. They were the businessmen in real estate and 

retailing who were now in re la ti veJ.y sound. fina.nc:l.al cond.i-

tions. Some were living on fixed incomes from an accumula

tion of capital (they wanted to stop the inflation) e And, 

as Mills pointed out, the members of this group would tend 
41 

to have the attitude of those who give jobs. 

There is vary little evidence to throw light. on this 

conclusion. The German Jewish dependence on Roosevelt be-

cause of the Hitler tragedy may very well have affected the 

editorially took no sides in the election. Some wealthy Jews 
L~2 

of thiEJ class campaigned. on Landon 1 a behalf. .James Warburg 

in his H~ll ~~U1 fQ£.. .m1§ction calls the New Deal socialisml43 

An A!!!,~~1 ~ colv:mnist opposes Roosevelt 1 s Supreme 

Cou:r•t Plan as he praises Governo:i." Lehman for not swallowing 

"the court reform plan, hook, line, and sinker, for the 
44 sake of good old democracy$" 

There is no record of this gr•oup 1 s end.orsing the pre

paredness pr•ogram--despi te the Hitler menace to the Jews-

any sooner than a.id the Gentile old mHld.le-cla.ss. In 1937 

the ~_!:!_c~l!. Htz.£~~ hailed the appeasement policy of Leon 

Blum: Instead of\aggress1on, 

Blum proposes to reverse the process and to pull 
the Hitler fangs in the international scene with 4.5 
kindness and conoilia tion. ~~hat is the Jewish way. 

'' 
I 
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But as the International Chamber· of Commerce was told. that 

The potential strength of the peace-loving nation 
is t~e e~senti~i stabilizing influence in the 
world. today. • • · 

and that 

the super-net t1.ona.lism which seeks a self-contained 
~£..OUOml as the greatest good-ffST unsound •• ;tJ:5"-

the Ame_;-1can ge_b_r?,_w. gradually came over to a policy of firm

ness towards Hitler. A United States preparedness program 

would make the Fascists think twice before beginning a war.
4

7 

rrhe abundant evidence war1"ants the conclusion that the 

attitudes of the old middle-class Jews were based on their 

social positions. From their v:l.ew of the early .depression 

that so exactly paralleled the Chamber of Commerce state-

ments to their ridJ.ng the waves oft he preparedness program, 

there is a view-point in consistency with their class posi

tion. There is also a. misunderstanc.Ung of soc:lety' s greatest 

problem, a misunderstanding that flowed from their social 

status. After all, t.he most prosperous elements of the 

middle-class--those who had the reserves to come out of 

the crisis with something--would naturally not s'e.e; .. flaws:' 

in the capitalistic system. Because of the frustrations con

fronting them, the;y:_ £1.ight · shop.t all the .lQ_l}_der its y_irtue~. 

Perhaps trieJ.!'. ~,g JE)tJ!!, ~~ ~:ll!forced the~£_ fai~h in the 

~_tiQE .9.£.~.£.l H'or as integrated Jews of the upper rnicldle

class, their_ ~.!'.ill!!. o:( Q:~lflh ill.§:. was. £.ir~~~~d towards 

~ pr~si ti_Q_ri: American society is our Balvation; a.s we 

integrate into Arner•ican ~1ociety, we ca.n share its magnifi-

cent prosperit~. If they should believe for a moment that 

American capitalism was in any serious difficulty, they would 

, I 
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undermine their whole position as American Jews and would 

be without a Jerusalem. 

·what were the attit~ud.es of Eastern European new mid.d.le 

classes during the New Deal? Of course along with the 

majority of .Americans they suppor•tea. the 193.3 New Deal 

progra.m. 48 QJ2in1.Q!! was very sympathetic to technocracy 

and claimed that H.oosevelt and the NRA were moving towardB 

the goals envisioned by the technocf.a.ts. L~9 As seen above, 

technocracy was a vague and messianic brand of economics 

that for a while attracted the liberal middle-class and 

engineer·s. These groups were ha.rd hit by the depx•ession: 

especially the new middle-class which is often victim to 

chain stor•es and. other centralizing forces. So when secur•:t ty 

was bad.ly· Cihaken in America, a new society waB envisioned 

through a sort of bourgeois ~diQ.§li~.!.!l· The same trencl is 

found in the Na~· Hqwever• after a.evoting many articles 

to exe.mina t1on of technocracy, 'J.1 h~. Nall2.!! decided that this 
50 pseudo-economics was all nscrambled eggs.11 

When some segments of the population turned against the 

New Deal, the 1:1.beral new middle-classes remained. loyal. 

In 1936, Bernard IUcha.rdo wrote in the Jewish .§~·~.01' 

about 11 Rooeevel t--F'riend of the Oppressed11 and Lewisohn 

in the same issue called his voice 11 the voice of reason, 
' 51 

human1 ty, and au tr4entic hope . 11 Even as d.id !fil.l. Na_ti.Q.Q.6 

Hegard.ing the preparedness program, 1'he .Qgng_r~..§.§. Bulle.

.:!!in. maintEtined that 11 the United States does no·t turn mili

tarist because the President demands a greater ai.r force 

I: 
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and equipment for a minimum army. 11 This was on Armistice 

Day'~ 1938. 1rhe ·Na t.±.2.!!. had e.].pea0-x. advocated the cash-and-

carry program5~ •• a.espi te the cries of Oswa.ld Garrison 

Villard who saw very clearly the relation between the 

recession and the re-armament. He even quo tea. the Roose-

velt of 1936: 

[Employment through armament] is false employment, 
it buila.s no permanent s true ture and create a no 
consume:i:•o 1 goods for the maintenance of a lasting 
prosuerity. We know that nations guilty of theoe 
follies inevitably face the day when either the 1.r 
weapons of destruction must be used against their 
neighbo:t's or when an unso1J.nd economy like a house 
of cards will fall apa:t't .5 3 

The evidence shows that the Jewish new middle-class 

followed generally tbs same lines as the non-Jewisho If 

anything, they seemed a little more naive with their gullible 

acceptance of technocracy~ More j.mportant is the eagerness 

for preparedness. Because of the keenness with which they 

felt the Hitler tragedy, the Villardian element was absent 

in their counsels. 

In what way did thej.r social position pr•ev~mt their 

having a mor-e accurate pie tur•e of what was happening to 

them? 1J.1he middle-class is the baby of ca.pi talism. A child 

may become :t'ebellious towa.rd.s his father, but few children 

run away from home ••• even under the worst conditions. Even 

in 0-ermany when the house waB about reaa.y to fall down, ·the 

middle-class rallied around Hitler to prevent the proletariat 
) 

from taking over. For, the glory of the new middle-class 

is his white collar and desk. He is liberal, because he 

wants the continuation of this society· in which he ls doing 

so well, in which he d.oes not have to fall to the status of 

. i 
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worker. Because he suffers more in a depression, he is 

likely to look desperately for radical solutions within 

the framework of his society. He might even mouth sooialistio

sourid.ing phrases as he goes on hi.a quest. But he woulo. neve1" 

develop a program that would. bai:;ically cha.nge the st:r•ucture 

of his society. He is content with a utopian idea called 

techocracJ'• For despite the radical phrases, the ult:tmate 

conuni tment of the new midd.le-class to the system in which 

it h~e just found its place in the sun--this commitment pre-

cludeB ser•ious acceptance of an economic i.deology that would. 

call into question the basis of the existing society .. 

The Jewish ~ presents the views of the l~astern

European nee-Orthodox me,nufacturers, small creditors and 

real estate a.gents of New York. City. No general publj.cation 

representing the same (non-Jewish) class was available. 

What caused the c),epr·essi.on'i' In a fantastic article in 

the January, 1936 F'o..r.um, a yicLdishist'.'""mj_drashist-economist 

discusses the crisis, and. the article rea(ls like a page from 

the Soncino Talmud. It seems to be an attempt to lay the 

blame on a group of large property-owners and big bankers--

not on the manufacturers, smaller creditors, and labor. 

(This sounds as though it was written fol" worker consumption) • 

He first talks about Uthe so-called 1upper-strata. 1 of society, 

the property or\J.ancl-owners. 11 Then he throws l.n from Mid_rash 

Ra.bba ·a homily about the land-owner Cain versus the good 

producer, .Abel. '.11hese Ca.in-ites ••. 11 These lords of the land 

withhold the oppor·tuni.ty of using (money) intensively until 

I 

'I 

'! 

'' 
' 



capital and. labor are compelled to give up the lion 1 s share 

of the future proclucts for the mere permission jointly to 

produce wealth. 11 Through high taxes the government then 

takes too much of the wealth that is produced. r1~herefore, 

Jews (capital and labor) should unite against the property 

class and the gover·nment. Who a.re these prope1"ty classes? 

Do they own property which the producers must rent? Or are 

they the bankers and. holding companies ·who have power over 

11 the opportunity of using money. 11 Probably they are the 

latter, as the author condemns them: 11 The so-called owners 

of these opportunities create· fici ti tious booms guilefully· 

to entice the simpletons to invest their last savings in 

their holdings. 11 54 So, the bankers and. the government be-

come scapegoats for the depression. 

Remember that this was written in 1936 when textile 

ma.nufa.cturere1 whose workers were rapidly organizing and 

demanding higher wages were viewing the New Deal with less 

favor. Also manufacturers would naturally be hostile to big 

bankers on whom they were depend.en t for ere di. t. IPur·thermore, 

small creditors were now at a great disadvantage compared 

with the big bankers with their large accumulations. But 

the [orum was, of cour·se, enthusiastic about the eax•ly pro

grams of the New Deal. In fact, the idea. of a five-day 

week (the NHA) had its origins--says the E..Q!:}!!!!--in Jewish 

circles: a Dr. ;sam F'riedman brought it to the attention of 

the .AFL • .55 In add.ition to the NRA, the _11_~.£aJ1 was spoken of 

as a solution to the economic problems: Wh~n Israel is at 

home with the Torah,then will their problems be solved • .5
6 
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The existing social system is never quest ionea.. Since 

trad.e will ahrays rewa.ra_ the industrious and d.en;y- those 

lacking in industry, the problem of interaction between 

weal~h and property will always be present. Since there 

will always be rich and poor, the poor should not be 

11
envious of the possessions of the rich,

11 
and the rich 

ehbuld not be "self-centered and greedy. 11 57 
The proletariat 

should not lose hope: as Rabbi Jung put it--hereditary 

proletarianism should be an irnposeibilj. ty; this is the 

meaning of the Jubilee Year.58 This seems to be a call 

to the worker not to collapse into proletarian id.eologies. 

Dr. H. I. Schenker writes that all current political pro-

grams are simply catch phra.Erns to ease the poor man 
1 
s soul. 

What is needed, he says, is improvement of the ethice,l in-

ca viclual: 
Superman, in the Biblical sense, enters into the 
formation of a sup€'ircommunity: the supercommunity 
enters into the formation of a su.perna..tion; ancl a 
superna ti on serv,e B as the nucleus for a supe1•
huma.ni ty--tha. t is, in short, the Juda:tc scheme of 
social justice .5 9 . 
H.egarc1ing pr•eparea.ness, the E~ fJaid. of Roosevelt 

1 

s 

Chicago speech that a 11 great service ha.r:i been rendered 

humanity .11 And f1•om the. t point on the F'oru,Q! supported 

preparedness. 

It iB evid.ent that these at ti tua.es flowed from the 

class position. of the manufacturers, ana. small creditors of 

) New York. They are in control of a large decentralized 

orthod.ox cc:ommunity. 1:fo keep control, they must be sure that 

the masses a.o not loBe faith in Orthodoxy and that they do 

i 
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not turn to irreligious id.eologie s tlk'l t would take them 

away from the Orthodox institutions and that would under-

mine the capitalist system. Comrnquently, a whole series 

of explanations and distortions of reality. The depression 

is caused by neither capj_ tal nor by labor (they are united) , 

but by some II property chrns •11 The American system is 

eternal, since there.will always be economic inequality. 

Social programs are not the answer (they were in 1933 

but were not in 193.'5) • But if men are good individuals 

(the rich should be good rich and the poor should be good 

poor) and follow the Torah, then they will be happy. The 

role played. by HaPoel HaMizrachi in thi a whole scheme will 

later be examined. 

It will be recalled that the Jewish 11 professionals 11 

from 1929-1932 had an extremely eclec·t;ic view of the de-

preaBion--so many interests were bound up with J'ewish social 

welfare work. (And it was seen that this held true for the 

correspond.ing non-Jewish group). rrh:i:.•oughout the New Deal 

there was the same phenomenon of eclecticism. 

Louis Kirstein of Ii,ilene 1 s, e.fter urging J·ewish support 

of the New Deal, gives an interestlng reason: 

I think that it is particularly fitting for Jews to 
help in this program because certainly the NRA has 
done a great d.eal for the industry in which so many 
Jews are interested and engaged in, and that is the 
needl~ industry, and the distributive trades, to say 
nothing of the great good that

6
has been accomplished 

in elifuinat~on of sweat shops. l 

This was the old middle-class in January, 1934. 

In June of that year the new mia.dle-classes are add.reseed 
. -

and encouraged by Morris Krugman. In true new middle--class 
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tradition, he shows technocratic ·eympathie s: 

••• engineers and economists are just beginning to 
realize that they are working towards the same ertds. 

He then encourages the white collo"r workers: 11 Wholesale 

redirection11 of vocations will not be necessary, for• "when 

employment opportunit:\.es occur again, the proportion of 

white collar workers to others will pr•obably be g1"eater 

than it has been in the past. 11 62 

There is also the pessimism of the detached academic 

theorist: 

••• oapitalj_sm cannot solve its own problems of em
ployment (ana.) haB entered into a s·tage of .contra
ction . therefore. Those that a.on It like the WOl"d 
1 c·ontracM.on' call 1t 1 stabilization. 11 ••• 

1rhe NRA 1s ••• 
a sort of return to the guilcl psychology. It is a 
manifestation of a scarcity consciousness, and. per
haps that scarcity consciousness is there with very 
good reason. It is an intelligent at1atude, because, 
as I look upon j_t, I think that capitalism has seen 
its best days. 

But socialism will not be next: 

I d.o not share that optimistic view. I look upon the 
modern.western wo~ld as a society which if the world 
were govePned by logic, would have to go on to 
socialism but the world, not being governed by lbgic, 
but by psychology anc1 by the fea1• of strong vested. 
interest groups, I am afraid that the trend or· the 
next step does not lie in the digiction of socialism 
or communism, outside of Russia. J 

And so the academic world he.s gone left. 

What would be the attitudes of the,t group of immigrant 

social workers ano. fed.era ti on heads who spee.rheaded the 

Reconstructtonis.t movement'? Dependent on support of the 
\ Jewish communities, these feCl.erations suffered tremendously 

during the a.epress1on. Salaries had to be cut to such an 

extent 'Ghat a threatening 11 rank-e.nd-fileii movement grew u.p among 

th~ workers. The financial reports and problems of the federa-

I l ,I 
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tion.s told. them that the New Deal was not succeeding. The 

groups furthermore were in close touch with the relief needs 

of America. Since they were in touch with the vast number 

of unemployed, they had. an increased awareness of the failures 

of the New Deal. And finally, the field of social work was 

often entered by Jews from an Eastern European proletariat 

background. or by academicians from the .YIVO historical 

school--such as Abraham Duker·. Duker was on a committee with 

Harr•y Barron e.na. Nathaniel Bronstein ana. others, a committee 

the.t drew up a paper at the Practi tione:rs 1 Session of the 1935 

Nation~l Conference of Jewish Social Servicea In view of the 

influences noted above, the following skepticism towards the 

New Deal might be expected: 

••• After two yea.rs of the New Deal, we can see that 
this attempt to benefit the forgotten man and busi
ness has reeul ted only in b:i:•inging benefits to in
dustrial owners ••• 

Profits e,na. divid.ends of the large industrial 
concerns were not only safeguarded, but increased 
as much as 600 percent in 1934 over 1932. In con
trast to this we find that du1•ing this period the 
(real) wages of the industrial worker declined ••• 
Speed-up and mechanization he.ve further intensified 
the· problem of unemployment ana. have helped con
sia.e·rably in swelling the number of unemployed. In 
agriculture und.e1"' the New Deal we find the lowering 
of income, reduction of stana.ard.s of living, in-
cr~ase of tenancy, forced sales, mortgage indebted
ness, and. heavy taxeso Unemployment stood at 17,157,000 
men, women, and young workers in November, 19J4. 
This ~~ 800,000 more than the estimate for November, 
1933. 

An examina tion of The 3~~9a§tructioQist gives abundant evi

dence of this group's views. What do they want? 

.... a thoroughgoing change in our socie.l and economic 
order ••• establishment of a cooperative society, tbe 
elimination of the profit system and the public 
ownership

6
of all natural reso1wces and basic in-

dus t;i-•ie s • .5 
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Meanwhile, however, they will. struggle with labor for more 

equal dis tri buM.on of the income of industry. So a raclical 

program is to be achieved through reformist measures--but 

true reforms, not the fake-reforms of the New Deal. 

The Reconstructioniete reverse the pattern of the old 

middle classes with the latter 1 s initial support and. later 

attack against the New Deal. The avid disapproval of the 

Reconstructionist gives way by 1937 to acceptance and even 

support of the New Deal program. Roosevelt is Jd!.!Pack1ng 

the Court, cries the Reo~nstrucDil-2_nisi. 66 And the social 

justice committee of the Habbinic .Assembly, a committee com-

posed mostly of Reconstructionists, admits that the New Deal 

is often inconsistent but should be supported because it is 

in the right human Hpirit. 67 Mr. Taylor of U. S .. Steel is 

hailed as "far-sighted"in his acceptance of the CIO organiza

tion.68 

The attacks against the New Deal program have been ex

plained. But why this change in attitude? It may be com

pared. with the shift of many French Socialists who suppo1"ted 

the Hepublic when it was seriously threatened by the Catholics 

and Monarchists in the last yee.rs of ·the 19th century d.uring 

the Dreyfus Case. They knew they would be crushed, should 

the rightist elements gain control. In a similar manner, 

the le ft is t groups rallied arouna. the New Deal when it was 

seriously attacked in 1936 and 1937. After all, these Re

constructionists were not leaders of a movement that challenged 

the present structure of society. They were part of the 

capitalistic society, gaining funds from that society ancl 



102 

bestowing funds on its victims. They did not want the 

rightist elements that would rob the middle-class supporters 

more efficiently than would the New Deal--they did not want 

thos elements to gain control. And as soon as there was 

the serious possibility that they would, the Reconstruction-

is ts rallied to the support of the New Deal. '11heir most 

11 radicait' goals were always i;o be achieved by rc~formist 

methods. Other fa.ctors behind this change are offered as 

conjectures. A complete awareness of the class conflict in 

America is lacking as they naively hail U.S.Steel--with its 

foreign investments anc1 sui->plus that enabled them to give a 

l:i.ttle to the unions--as uenlightened 11 and 11 far-sighted." 

Their philosophy of a democratic organic, Jewish community 

constantly minimizes class conflict within Jewish society. 

At this time native American anti-Semitism was op1)osed by 

the New Deal, which more and more was becoming the symbol 

of Jewi,sh salvation. Little wond,er then that the Hecon

structioniste--with all their reasons for awareness of the 

defects ,of the New Deal--turned from opposing it to suppol't

ing it with ardor. 

'l'he Reconstructionist was slow to shift away from its 

stand on neutrality. After the President's Chicago speech, it 

stated: 

Our real danger is that the interests that would profit 
by our participation in the war, both those of Ameri
cans and of foreigners, will be able to beguile ue 
with plausible idealistic reasons for joining it.69 

Recog11izing preparedness as an attempt to Bolve an economic 

Problem: 

I 
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No economic crisis can be as trag1? ~B the death 
of a single man on tbe battle field.J 

And of the possible war: 
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(It will be a ·wa.:r of) conflicting imper·ia.lisms and 
there is might~ little moral principle at stake.JO 

After Munich, this attitude changes ancl the ,9hr:lf:!.°t.~ 

Cent_yI:J_ is attacked for its pacifism: 

It military aggression is a crime, then to invite 
such a-~i;gression by mil1 tary weakness is to make 
oneself in part responsible for the crime ••• Until 
the fiasco of the Munich pEtct the RecQ_.!]J!}r:.Y:Q~ 
favored 11 policy as is now advoca tad by the Ch~l:.fill 
.9..fil! t ~!:x. 

But now Amer•ica. must be strong. This was F'ebruary 10, 1939 .. 

rro_rn bet·ween awareness of the use of preparedness in 

solving national economic problems in an ultimately un-

healthy way and the menace of Hitler to the world in 

general and to the tTews - in particular--the HecEnS t,ru~ti~pist 

slowly gave 1 ts support to a strong Ame.rj.ca. Lying somewhei:•e 

in between the new mid.d.le--clt.:tsses and. the ~.iocialist organiza-

tions on the political spectroscope, the Reconstructionists--

more quickly than the Socialists but mor.e slowly than the 

new m1ddle-classes--came to the suppoJ:•t of the greatest 

military-effort of the American society. 

In the world of Gentile social work, there is the same 

divergence of opinion as in the J'ewish group: New Dealer 

Harry Hopkins addressed the National Conference of Social 

Wcirk in Detroit--July, 19JJ. 71 The radical voice was that 

Of Miss Mary Van Kleeck, whose fiery speech set the tone of 

the 1934 conference: Social workers should dispel the il

lusion that the New Deal is trying to create.. She thus 

characterizes the New Deal: 11 Ifow far must government yield 
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to the clemand for change in ·the status quo ln order to 

maintain the status quo'? 11 We need, she said, a. form of 

collectivism that is neither fascism or·communism. Miss 

Van Kleeck was director of the d.epartment of imlustrial 

studies at the Russel Sage Foundation. She found support 

from a lar·ge minority at the confe:r•ence. 72 

· 'While there is no method of accur•a. te measurement, it 

appears the.t there was a smP.ller amount of rad.icalism in 

th~ ranks bf Gentile social workers than in those of the 

Jewish. Two. factors ma.y account for this: The Gentile 

federations received their backing not just from old middle

classes bu.t from big ind.ustrialiBts who were not hara. hit by 

the depression. So non-Jewish federation leaders were in 

better financial condition than were the Jewish and were not so 

likely to see the inadequacies of the New Dee.lo Further~1ore, 

the radical influences of an Eastern European proletarian 

ideology did riot appear in the non-Jewish group. 

It has been demonstrated that the attitudes of the 

"Jewish professionals" flowed in large measure from their 

social· positions.. Especially it was shown that Reconstruction

_1sts because of their place in society were unable to main-

tain a consistent view of society or of their problems; instead~ 

they che.ngec.l as ci:Pcums tance s a.emanded_ of their group.. Ancl 

finally, tha. t the peculia1" 11 Jewi shll view in the case of 

Jewish social workers is due to social factors that did not 

exist in the case of the~r non-Jewish counterparts. 

The Jewish workers, shall be analyzed in terms of the 

following sub-groups: Union leadershlp, Labor·-Z.ionists, 

and socialist-ailtina tionalie ts ( Bund.i£tts) • What 'Were the 
' 
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reactions of these groups to the New Deal and to the pre-

paredness program? What EJignificant compari.sons might be 

a_rawn from the non-J·ewish la'bor movement? (eg. why are 

there so many liberal Jewish labor leaders?) 

The d.ua.l a.tti tud.e of the union leaders from 1929 to 

1932 has been observed: an official socialism and yet a 

social reform program based. on underconsumptionist theories. 

It wa.s seen that the rad.ical front was needed to keep the 

support of the workers. But with the New Deal's labor 

program and propaganda, it was finally possible to drop 

the pretense of radicalism a.nd. to hail the New Deal. 

Stlll, from January through May, 1933, the voice of 

Jacob still was radical while the hands of Esau were clasping 

the New Deal eagerly. 'I1echnocra.c;y· was looked. upon as a. 

complete neglect of sOcial and politice.l power problems ana. 

as a distracting influence from the real problem of how to 

wrest social control from the anti-social elements (This would 

ma.ke it seem that the new middle-classes welcomed the op

portunity to dodge the real problem) •73 While the Hillman 

Plan for social reform was being hailed on the editorial 

pa.ge, Charles Ervin was writing (as if on 'behalf of the 

forgotten workers) tha.t Roosevelt does not under•Btand that 

the hull of the ship of state is too broken a.own for any 

kind 
74 

of patch-up job & 

In June, 19:i3, there is the f:trst official endorsement 

of the New Deal-- 11 an entirely new depa.r ture from American 

legislative prac tioe.n 75 'I1he NRA was adopted., because the d.e-

pression showed that if 
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businessmen and bankers were left to lead the country 
to recover by their own wisdom and gonsiderations, 
there would never be any recovery.? . 

But surely Sic1ney Hillman, who had been let in the room to 

speak for labor as the Chamber of Commerce molded the NRA, 

knew that it was the businessmen who were behind the NRA a.nd 

the 1933 New Deal! The June issue was New Deal all-the-way. 

Even CharleEJ Ervin writes the. t if the workers organiz.e well 

as a result of provision 7a, they will come out of the period 

with gains in cond1 tions and wages. 77 

It is from IGrvin--a labor intellectua.1--th.at we hear 

the la.st expr·essions of the old radicalism. In October, 

1933, he remarks that the Chambe1' of Commerce ana. the 

Nati.anal Associ.atlon of Manufacturer·s have their new offices 

in the NRA. 7S And in February , 1934, he stresses th.at the 

PUl"pose of the NRA is to re-create the pro-·business cona.i

t1ons of the twenties--the N.RA is an u.phill struggle.79 

Hill.man, meanwhile, argues that while the NRA may have 

been meant as aspirin, it will still help change the system; 

that one should distingui.sh between what was meant and what 
80 will happen. In the F'all of 19J4, Hillman was a:ppointed 

to the N&tional Industrial Relations Board. And from 1935 

on, the progress made by the New Deal was stressed.Bl In 

1936, progressive labor is committed to the re-election of 

Roosevelt and even Charles Ervin wrote warmly of F'DR' s c.on

vention speech.82 

Now completely in the New Deal orbit, the Ad....v~n.Q..f?. saw 

the recession only as the result of not enough New Deal! "Is 

I 
I 
I 



it possible that so soon the lessons of yesteryear are 

J. forgotten!" Therefore, enact more labor leg:l.slation.8.3 

-J-,' 

.f 

And, in September, 19.38, .America shouJ.a_ call the bluff of 

the Fascists. There was all praise to Roosevelt's "clear 

and 6lean reaction to the German gangster-government•s 

savage campaign of destruction of the defenseless Jews of 
84 

Germa.ny. 11 It is :l.nteresting that the Hitler campaign 

against the Jews was not mentioned in the Advance until 

'non-Jews of the same class were ready to take up arms. 

In the Workers Alliance there has been noted a more 

middle-class outlook than the more tbo:r•oughgoing revolution

ary anti-nationalism of the Bund. For the leadership of Labor 

Zionism was not composed entirely of workers. As was noted 

in Chapter II, many members of the middle-class were very 

Pl"Ominent in the cj_rcle of J.ead.ers. Still it was sociali~1m, 

and while Hillman was suppor·ting the New Deal, "'Ghe FrontJ_§Jr 

se.ia_ in 1935 that a vote for the aa.ministration was a vote 

for a relief program and. not for lntell1gent economic planning.85 

The Frontier bemoaned the fact that the socialist vote was ..,...,.__ ___ _ 
only a.protest. 86 Still some Labor Zionists supported 

Roosevelt--and. these Labor Zionists were not only Heform 

rabbis in the movement• s leadershj.p. The Labor-Zionist 

~wslettel'.' stated in 1937 that the New Deal should be supported 

against reaction, as long as one :ls not fooled by the "amor

phous sea of Rooseveltism." 87 

So here waEi a much more firm soci.alist reaction than 

was the fickle Reconstructionist attitudes. Still there is 

I 
I 
I 
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evidence of some compromiee with basic socialist principles 

especially in the latter New Deal. This can be explained 

by the part-middle-class leadershj.p and. by the organiz&.tiona.1 

needs of Labor Zionism that (since the beginning of the move

ment) have caused it to minimize the working class programG 

Appendix I presents evidence for thi.s conclusion. It is 

significant that this right-wing sociE:tlist group follows 

the left-wing capitalist groups (Heconstructionists and new 

middle-class) in a drift from radical talk (1933) to more 

conservative theory (1937l For the New Deal was under 

attack from the far Right. Then did the middle-class in-

fluence in Labor Zionism make 1 tself clE~a.rly felt. 

In 1939 9 this group supports a 11 benevolent neutrality •. 11 

Military expencU tures are approved, for they may inspire fear 

in the fascist nations~ Besides, the world is not black and 

white, and in the event of war, the democratic countries 

should win. 88 Again, a departure from the strictly socialist 

line. 1rhis departure was made with very explicit qualifica

tions by the Left Poale Zion group: 

The s t1~uggle against fasci r:im must ••• be permeated 
with the struggle agairn=i t capitalism. Al though 
the blad.e may temporarily be dulled by ·tacttcal 
motives, we must not for one single moment lose 
sight .of the fact that the final struggle is th8

9 struggle against capitalism, the evil of evils. 

Still the a.eparture W8f3 made. 

In the Worltmen 1 s O:lrcle (its youth magazine, 2.§:..11 of 

Tu~t.h ana_ its official ![Q_:r-kmen ~.!?.. 9all) there is found the 

most consistent social philosophy of' a.11 Jewish groups. 

Consistency does not prove truth, but at least the Circle 

begins the depression with a radical revolutionary philosophy 



and is never drawn before the outbreak of World War II 

(along with the other leftist groups) into the New Dea-1: 

orbit. There was very bitter satire in the attitude 

expressed towards the New Deal; 

Bobby Shafto 1 s gone CWA 
Glacl to work once more for pay 
Will he g·et his just deserts? 
The answer, to be brief, is--nertzt90 

Following are excerpts from the 11 D1ary of a President's Oook.11 

by Larynx: 

The President is in a very bad mood today. He 
threw my wona.erful dessert, lemon meringue with 
whipped cfeam out the window. He said it tasted 
like cotton 1n his mouth. Can it be there is a 
textile strike imminent? 

The islands [Hawaiian] are in an uproar. A r.:1us
picious man was founa_ wandering through the city. 
He claimed he was an American, but as he could 
not prove he was working for the Sugar Interests, 
he has been arrested and. is to be deported. 91 · 

And in a more sober mood: 

In its appraisal of the New Deal, youth must cpmp1·ehend 
·that the NH.A does not go to the r·oots, does not meet 
the difficulties involved in capitalism: the profit 
motive and the failure to plan industrial enterprises 
to meet the needs of the nation.~2 

While it is stated in August, 1935 that 11 the recent 

Supreme·court decision on the NRA burst the rising ba.loon 

of progressive labor legislation,u93 this lapse into in

consistency is quickly corrected by a play entitled 11 Five 

out of Nine Have It. 11 

Hughes: I am Big Chief Justice 
Charley Evans HugheB 
I'm quite a reactionary 
With very liberal views; 
The dear old Constitution 
At last has reappeared. 
It really wasn't lost at all, 
It was hiding behind my beard. 



Bra.nd.eis: And I am Louis Brandeis 
A liberal I'm supposed to be 
It never does you any good 
Because I'm in the minority. 
It makes a perfect set-up 
For Morgan and his minions. 
The masses are demanding bread 94 
And they get dissenting opinions!t 
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The intimation of the Brandeis speech is signific~nt since 

it shows the liberal and conservatives conspiring against 

the peopleo 

'11he Wor:\f.~!1' s 013:.ll shows an accurate understanding of 

the recession period: 

••• the palliative measu1"e s enaQ ted (by the New Deal) ••. 
did much to alleviate the suffering of the destitute •.• 
ancl. they undoubtedly did give a fillip to industry 
which for a while •sent producit:i.on levels soaring 
and provided increase:l employment and. purchasing power
for millions--a not inconsiderable achievement; but 
ala~, his methods were nonetheless palliatives. 
[The era.sh came] with punctual fidelity. 

Despite the illusion of purposeful activity so 
ingenuously created by his .tirades against big busi
ness, Roosevelt's pblicy in this second stage of the 
New Deal is essentially one of dr>ift.. He has sub
mitted no new legislation of importHnce in the past 
month, nor is any in the offing. His positive measur>es 
have been limited largely to red.ucing r>elief appropria
tions and sky-rockeM.ng armaments expenditures. '11he 
latter--a sop to heavy industry--may serve to relieve 
economic distress, but at best it is a temporary ex
pedient which must inevitably lead to a new and. more 
precipi t;a te decline and. which'. enhances a thousand-fold 9S 
the danger of embroiling this nation in world. confl:i.ct. 

Following this analysis of the relation between recession and 

preparedness and. in consistency 1r.ri th the Workmen 1 s Circle 1 s 

anti-nationalist ideology, Harry Gersh in January, 1939, 

·attacks the 11 Dangerous Applause" with which the confused 

Jewish community greets Roosevelt's anti-Hitler speecheso 

This bra·v·ado is simply a means by whlch the American ruling 

powers can edge the people towards militarism.96 
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The Workmen 1 s Ci1~c1e was the only Jewish group that 

did not accept the prepar-edness program before the outbreak 

of World War II. After the invasion of Poland, there was 

dissension in the re.nks as to whether- or not to support 

preparedness: some said the socialists could get con

cessions from the capitalists in return for their support;9? 
r" 

others countered that a victory for the Allies would mean 

defeat of revolution in the defeated nations and. continued 

exploi ta ti on of colonial people. 98 1J.1he editorial policy 

took eventually :the former view. 

In view of the social background of the Circle, it 

would certainly be expected that ·this group woul6.. have the 

most effective and consistent analysis of the capitalist 

system. · A group enjoying few benefits from the capi taliet 

system need not rationalize on that system's behalf. And 

the Circle was workman born, bred, ~na .. ~, with none of 

the New Deal connec tj.ons of the Advanc~ anc1 with none of 

the midd.le-class leaders Of the Alliance. l 1he Circle was a 

proletarian gr•oup of long-standing. While Labor Zionism 

ha.cl to cooperate with Zionist capi tal:lst leaders in its quest 

for• powe~r in the wor•ld Zionist movement, the Bund did not have 

a similar organizational need. Reality was harsh, and this 

grou:p understood why. Should they a.evelop a successful 

POsi tive program tl:k'l t would. grant the:lr• leaders social status, 

they would. possibly go the way of all classes. But for 

the New Deal period, their ana.lysis--while often overstated 

and sati~ical--was from a proletarian point of view, sound. 

This does· not mean that their understanding of all the pro-

I 

I 
i 



blems facing them was sound· (as shall be seen in the dis

cussion of their answers to anti-Semitism) or that the 

actions they ad.voca ted (for• example, regarding the war) 

were really in accord with the logical conclusions of their 

views. But regarding the New Deal and its policies, the 

Circle was in a position to know and to speak. 

What was the attitude of the non-Jewish unions towards. 

the New Deal? The information available to me was too 

sketchy to warrant many conclusions. But it is clear that 

the AFL leadership ('with Hillman) hailed the NRA enthusiastical-

ly: 

Hide on t To the stars throw 0thy pinions 
With light of truth blaze thou the way, 
Thy call reaches all man~a dominions, 
Proclaim a new age, NRA19'7 

But then the reason for this early and. open non-Jewish 

New Dealism compa1•ed with Hillman 1 s slow a.rift from radical-

ism has been noted: the different social compositi.ons of 

the AFL and the ACWA. But Green, it will be recalled also 

had hi d 100 s ra icals to placate. 

Much is heard about radicalism in Jewish labor.· It 

is true· that there is such radicalism. But the reason 

does not lie in the influence of Judaism (most of the rad.ioal 

workers are not interested in religion). 1rhe reason, as bas 

been seen, does lie in the social backgrounds of a Jewish 

workingcluss movement composed primarily of Bundists and. 

declassed Eastern European Jews. 

This concludes the analysis of the reactions of the 

different. groups of J'ews to the d:epre ssion and New Deal. 
. . 

It has been shown that the attitudes of each group of Jews 

I 
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flowed directly f·rom that group 1 s social source. The 

old middle-class could not doubt the merit of the 

system that had produced such prosperity and whinh had 

bestowed so many palpable.benefits; and so it spoke of 

faith in America and opposed preparedness until the Inter

national Chamber of Commerce condemned a 11 self-contained. 

economy 11 a.s super·-nationalism. New York bankers and manu

facturers could blame neither manufacturers nor the workers 

they employed, so they said. that the government and bankers 

caused the depression and they used a strong religious 

ideology to cover up the problems of society. The new 

middle-class, the Reconstructionists, and the Labor 

Zionis-ts (reading from right to left) all expressed varying 

degrees of poli tica:i ambivalence.. 1:l.1hey a.11 felt keenly 

the crisis and spoke of radical solutions. The new middle

class, dep~ndent on the existing order for its new-found 

status, was the first to suppor.t the reforms of the New 

Deal. 1rhe Reconstructionists, al though hara. hit and in 

touch with the needy, were more reluctant but finally sup

poJ>tea. the New Deal. (In the final analysis their work 

depended. on the existing order and their organizations 

would fare bet·ter under the New Deal than una.er the thr·ea ten

ing Peactionary forces). Last of the three to support 

Roosevelt was the Labor Zion~st group: its partially middle

class lead~rship, institutional needs, and more emotional 

9·PPl"'Oach for nationalism led. this group to deviate from a 

strictly socialistic approach. Only the Bund, work~en born, 

bred, and led, followed a consistently socialist ideology. 

:.-.,.· 
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1rhese are but examples of the evidences tha.t point to the 

concluBion that the a tti tua_es of each group of Jews flowed 

from that group's socia.l source. 

It has also been shown that the Jewish groups followed. 

the pattern of their non~-Jewish coun terpa.rts unless social 

forces dictated otherwise t An ex.ample of tb,e latter phe-

nomenon was found in the labor groups the.t were composed 

largely of immigrants with Eastern European revolutionary 

backgrounds. Similarly, more radicalism among Jewish 

social agencies may be due to immigrant backgrounds and 

the poorer financial condition of Jewish organizations. 

Thls examination of the Jewish reactions to the 

economy of the thirties will be concluded by a discussion 

of the trend toward.s cen traliza ti on. Much ha.s been saia. 

with mislea.d.ing oversimplification concerning the 11 well-known 

trend 11 towar•ds cen traliza '\;ion in the Jewish commun1 ty .. 

generality has been useo. to justify the establishment of an 

organic Jewish community and to show the inevitability of 

lar·ge organizations run by a few men. Commitment to a. cer

tain social pattern may affect an analysis of the trend; 

this study will e.ttempt objectivity. 1I'he f j.rst genera.l mie

concept:i.on is that there :l..s one single trend towavds centraliza

tion 1 Actually, there are two trends • '11he first shall be 

called ·centralization along class lines. The Union of 

American Hebrew· Congrega tj_ons is an organization of' a specific 

class · (there are, of course, sub-groups wi 'thin it) • Under 

certain conditions such a class organization (others are 



sociHl welfare federatione1, unions of Orthodox syni:igogues) 

will develop a centralized structure in its effort to better 

achieve i tEI goals and. to perpetuate and. increase the wel

fare ·of the ~rgan1zation itself. There is such centraliza

tion in a society·whose pattern is centralized: First 

there is centralization in the economic sphere of society 

and then it moves into the social: this is the history of 

America. There was some such centralization in the twenties: 

one example was the American Jewish Congress. But, generally 

speaking, wi~tfl._in each clase there were many organizations 

that coulcl be coordinated but were not. There was money 

enough for a great many executive secretaries. 

With the thirties, not only had the centralizing 

patter·n· pervadea. more of the social sphere but the depr•ession 

gave the grea.t s tllmulus to centra.liza ti on along clasE1 lines .. 

For the sake of efficiency, organizations of a particular 

class had to get together to save as much money as possible, 

so they could d.o their job and still pay the necessary 

salaries. And this is just what happened. 

But there is another type of centralization: organic 

cen tra11za tion. This phenomenon bri:qg§_ the d.iffer~n.t 

classeq_ togej;he,r in community organization. This is very 

different from one class or group in the community becom

ing centralized for its own class group welfare .. While 

1 ts fullest development is the ,!f.Qhi).la idea of Re cons true tion

ism, organic centralization is also advocated in varying 

degrees by other classes under certain conditions. 

Wha. t conditions encourage this organic centralj.za ti on? 



Toda.y anti-Semitism is a primary factor. Whenever there 

has been anti-Semitism in the past, the Jews have turned 

1nwe.rd. Ghetto walls have been e:rectea. at the request of 

the Jewish community which woula. rather be bound. together· 

i.n the face of Ch:r•istian hostility .. And it took the tre

mendous pressure of Hitler to bring the Jewish defence 

organizations to consider their policies together. In 

the Eastern Eu:r.•opean society where integration for• the J'ew 

was not possible, the cry for "national rights" was raised. 

This demand for semi-autonomy, for an organic community, 

was the cry of the rejected Ea.stern IGuropean Jew. 

In W~stern Europe there was less anti-Semitism, and 

integ1•a ti on wa8 allowed. And so the Jews waved the flags 

of their respective countries, a.nd no organic Jewish com

munt ty woula. be con(1id.ered.. But recently in the Western 

world, there has been dramatic l"e.1ection of the Jew. Con

ditions in the thirties then became ripe for the renewed 

cry of national rights, of aemi~autonomy, of the organic 

community.. As the Dreyfus Case turned a handful of G·e1•man 

Jews away from their pur1:1uj.t of integrci.tion, so the Hitler 

debacle could turn a gener·a t:l.on of American Jews away from 

conformity and towards organic centralization. 

A further factor th.a. t would. encou!'age such centraliza

tion is the rise of the E;astern European Jewish community in 

America--a community which in this century came from a. land 

th~t WG.s still. sem:t-feudal and. that ther•efore contained 

organic Jewish communities. 1rhe masses of Ameri.ca.n Jews then 

would have a nostalgic partiality for an organic community 

Pro gram he re • 

,,11"'$811 
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Why was there not such a program in the twenties? 

America was sM.11 talking about equetl opportunities for 

a.11,, and there did seem to be complete freedom. There was 

no a.nti-Semitism to drive the classes of Jews together and 

the spirit of American nationalism called for allegiance 

to Uncle Sam. No organic community could have a chance 

against the American world of freedom, integration, and 

nationalism. 

But with the thirties, there were great changes. Anti

Semi tisrn arose a.t home and. a br•oad and sent ca.pi ta.list ana. 

working class Jews to join and study their common interests. 

Cultural pluralism became th~. id.eald:&tlc J?~§. most ~ 

when .illli::ioritill were stopped in their integration movement. 

Unity in Israel was the cry and still is. And the Eastern 

European J'ews, rising to prominence :Ln America but with the 

memory of another culture, were very friendly to organic 

centralization. 

Despite the new factors that made for organic centraliza

tion, the same conditions that produced those factors also 

Pl'Oduced forces the. t made this cen tra.11 z.a tlon difficult .. 

The same depre_ssion that produced anti-Semi.tism brought 

into the Jewish community multiple tensions between the 

classes whlch had to be overcome before organic centraliza

tion could become a reality. 

With this background it is now appropriate to examine 

how each gro1..1.p was affected by the centralizing forces in 

the thirties. What was its ple.n of class-line centraliza

tlon e.nd what was its attitude towards organic centralization'? 
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It will be noted that the various plans and attitudes--

no matter• how idl.eal:tsticf).lly stated--reflect the respective 

social positions. 

The old middle-classes of German origin who still we1·e. 

prominent in the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

favored the Stern Plan. Its eighth and key aim: 

The synagogue would be restored to its natural and 
deserved primacy as the centre from which would 
emanate all worthy communal work, and. the sanction 
of religion would be directly placed in back of 
such wor•k. l.OJ. 

This is how the Plan would work: Every member of a synagogue 

should specialize in some Jewish organizational work outsid.e 

of the synagogue: 
. 

Thus I would have a group in ea.ch organization devoted 
to_ the cause of local char•i table work, the hospi tale, 
the relief agencies, the federations, etc. I would 
have a g,roup devoted to the cause of nHtional chari-

. l02 table organizations .•• 

The pur•pose of theae connections with outsi.de groups becomes 

clear: 

•t•they would familiarize themselves ••• with let us 
say the work of the Jewish Publication Society, or 
with that of the local f edera ti on, or· with that of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, or with 
that of the Jewish Agency, or ~ith that of the 
American Jewish Committee. They would in turn in
struct the public generally on behalf of the causes 
in which they would thus be interested; they would 
labor for such causes by arousing public interest 
therein, by seeking funds if need be, by building 
up their• memberships ••• 102 

Naturally the old middle-classes, with their non-secularist 

or;tentation, would seek to build up the community around the 

synagogue. And this is not a plan for an organic communj_ty. 

It is a class-line ce.ntraliza.tion plan thHt will get the 

me.:x1mum financial support and personal partic1pation firflt 
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in the synagogue and then in the organizations affiliated 

with the synagogue: the UAHC, the AJ'O, etc. Stern refers 

11 to Reform ancl Conserva. ti ve 8Y'nagogues of the prevailing 

American type"--this eliminates organic centralization. 

But the American Hebrew had a plan that purported. to 

represent all American Jewry. Isaac Landman 1 s idea was 

that the Synagogue Council of .America., the America,n Jewish 

Conuni ttee, and the ,Joint Distribution Committee should 

unite to represent the community. 103 One can imagine the 
104, 

reaction of American Jewish Congress repr•esentatives •· 

This was nimply a. ccmtraliz.at:ton plan that would give 1 ts 

planners more control in th~ community. 

'l'here were sporadic a tternpts to unite the Jewish com

munity against anti-Semitism here and abroad. The most 

nearly to succeed was the Pittsburg agreement of 1938. 

After the American Jewish Congress had aroused its opponents 

by proposing to poll the Je'lfrish community on four questions 

that would. justify Congress policy, the Pittsburg agreement 

maa.e a compromise: the referendum was dropped; only 

elections were held; and under the leadership of E. J'. 

Kaufman there was established the General Council for 

Jewish Hights composed of the American Jewish Committee, 

American Jewioh Congress, B1nai B1rith, and Jewish Labor 

Committee. This was hailed by almost all groups, but by 

1939 the Congress was sayin~ the body had no power105 and 

the Recol!si.~_:r_g9_ti9n*.st was saying it needed a code of e'thics •
106 

But this plan was accepted all the way by the sma.11 minority 

Of the old middle-clasB, poirnibly since they had representa-
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tion out of proportion to their numbers and probably since 

the do-nothing na tu1•e of the organization and. yet its 

existenc,e forestalled a dernocr·a tic movement that would 

have pushed. them out of control • 

. The new middle-class Eastern European Jews criticized 

the Stern Plan. Its real purpose is 

to use the great need of organization in ArneJ:>ican 
Jewish life in order to strengthen the synagogue 
and temple by making them the nuclei of such 
organ1zations.107 

.QE.in:b.91!. gives the ~J:. cen traliza ti on plan, ana. that ls the 

Con~reEJE! idea: a group with political powe1• as the absolute 

representative body of American J"ewry, supported. by all J"ews, 

that would. absorb competing smaller organiza tions--a.11 on a 

democratic basis.l07 

The structure of the Congresfl has been examined arnl 

it was found that its d.elegates we!'e elected by 8 percent 

of the Jewish community and. tha.t ita leadership through 

the devious paths of large centralized organization is 

composed. of the upper eschelon of the new middle-class 

which is striving for leadership in the American Jewish 

community. Because this new middle-class is the largest 

Jewish class in America, the term, 11 democracy, 11 1.s employed. 

Centralization along class-lines is in evidence in the 

Congress i tsel:f. Centraliz,ation of the organic community 

type is in high favor• with members of this group-·-since 

this would be an aid. to their further control. However the 

completely 01•ganic community of Mordecai Kaplan would not 

find official endorsement by this class, because many of 
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its rabbis (right wing conservative) would feel threatened 

by the success of Reconstructionism and because its most in

fluential and. integrated members woulcl not cut themselves 

off from Gentile society to the extent of, say, the ~~hiJJ.E:. 

court or the Hebrew language-cultivation. 

The neo-Orthod.ox group of manufacturers and small credi·-

tors in New York Cit~who sit at the top of a large dis-

organized community, favor quite naturally a plan of cen-

traliza.tion along the line of their group interests. ~:1 hese 

small inefficient groups were very hard hit by the depression, 

and many yeshivas we1 .. e going bankrupt. So the president of 

the Union of Orthodox Jewish Oongrega tions of Amer·ica, Rabbi 

G·oldstein, developed a plan to make Yi t;mak Elhanan an 
108 

American Ja.bneh (his term.) In this way Mi tzhak Eahanan 

could. increase its funds and. facilities, and. there would be 

an elimination of duplication in the Orthodox community. 

Meanwhile the editor of Th~ ~re_wi§lh F'orufil._was working out a 

centralization plan for the whole Orthodox community. 

Every organization would be represented on the following 

committees: Sabbath Observance, K~shrus, Edu.cation, and 

Te.hara t !!~~pa9h~. These functional committees together 

would. form a centralizing force for all the Orthodox com·~ 

·munity. 108 After the Stern Plan was announced, the Forum 

was very sympathetic. Rev. Dr. Noses Hyamson a.greed with 

the aim of Stern: the synagogue should be central in Jewish 

life. Why is it having financial troubles? Because of 

"lack f "109 o organization, want of united ana. concerted effort. 

Editor Rosengarten takes his cue from the Stern Plan and 



"2.!Jl. 
~l: 

I, ' i:_ 

1;· 
l 

! ;_ 

122 

pu·tfJ forth an amplified version of his plan d.escribed 

above admittedly based on Stern's ideas and to be under 

the auspices of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 

of America. 110 

These plans quite obviously reflect the needs of the 

for.!Y!!. group. It is not a need for an organic community, 

, f but for tighter group organization. There is little effort 

.;~ r. 
to disguise the purpose ana_ Rabbi Hyamson speaks of financial 

troubles as the basis of disorganization (or visa-versa). 

Behind. the scenes there may be the conflict with the European

trained Orthodox Rabbis of Un:tted States and Canada (Agu,dath 

Ha.-rab_an.iJ.!!) • This group would be opposed. to kaspr"£Q. regula-

tion and centraliza~ion: kashrus regulation would rob them -----
of their dividends and centralization would put them at a 

disadvantage before the American-trained. Goldstein group. 

On the other hand, elimination of wasteful duplication and 

the power necessary for an efficient o:rgard.zation could. 

come to the neo-Orthod.ox group from the· centralization along 

class-lines. 

All of the "Jewish professionals" needed class-line 

centralization. Welfare federations all over the country 

were uniting. The National AppealA Information Service 

was formed and contained 46 federations. Its avowed pur

pose: for efficiency in time of need. 111 This type of 

ceritra.lization was u1"'ged by all those engaged in social 

work. 

But only the H.econstructionist group (immigrant h:astern 

Europeans spearheaded by F'edera tlon exeuti ves) favored the 
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, organic type of cen ti~aliza tion. Perhaps there was a basic 

reason: only in an organi.c community could these lar•ge 

Jewish federations be able to prosper and. only with a 

"Jewish oivilization 11 philosophy·co.uld Jewish social work, 

secular education, etc. on such a. large scale be justified. 

Taking his departure, as did. the others, from the Stern 

Plan, Ka.plan agrees with Stern that the community is dis

organized and that the $ynagogue should be more than a 

house of prayer, that each synagogue should have committees 

relating to communal affairs. But, Kaplan goes on, to cen-

tralize Jewish life around worship-institutions is absurd, 

since (whatever one wishes) v1ror ship is no.t cen tr•al in J·ewish 

life. Jewish lif'e revolves arouna_ many institutions other 

than the synagogue; therefor•e, the Stern Plan should be en

larged into the idea. of the organic community.
112 

Just what is this organic community? Much theory has 

been written about it. Some form of it was put into 

practice in Los Angeles ana. Detroit. In the Detroit plan, 

a mod.ern Bet Din was set un for arbitration and. concilia---- - .),. 

tion. within the Jewish community. 1I1his court, says its 

aa.vooa te William Boxer man, executive director of the 

Detroit Community Council, will keep bad. publicity such 

as ka~.P.r~§. and. .§.~~ta ca.se s out of the papers. 1rhe court 

is-a quiet place where domestic relations can be discussed. 

It "will also provid.e emotional outletH for those who feel 

themselves wronged. This is how it works: one party 

applies, he mu.st be Jewish and. a. proper subject for arbi tra

tion according to the statutes. of Michigan. If the second 
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party is reluctant, a phone call reminds him of community 

pressure. Payment obligation is assumed when one submits 

b 11 d 113 to arbitJ:•ation. La. or cases are not a owe • -

This is simply a step towards an organic Jewish com-

munity. Its object is to transcend class barriers by 

settihg up a democratic community with about as many insti-

tutions as the environilient will bear. In this way, an 

automatic loyalty to the Jewish community and obligation to 

its ins ti tu tions will be in every per·son born into th9. t 

community. Of all the centralization plans this is clothed 

in the most elaborate philosophy •.• which will later be dis-

cussed. 

The difficulties of the achievement of such a program 

are the following: the factors that keep Jews from such a 

communal organization (their own bitter• class rivalr:t.es, the 

trend towards integration even today in America)--these 

factors can only be counterbalanced by anti-Semitism from 

the outside. And this is not likely to come for sometime 

in an America :ddj.ng on a perpetual preparedness program. 

And assuming conditions degenerate enough to produce the 

anti-Semitism sufficient to drive Ame rlcan Jewry together, 

the general society would be one of such inequality and the 

tensions within the Jewish community would be so g1•ea t as to 

produce a Jewish community on an oligar>ch:l.cal pattern that 

would cori:•espond. to that of the outside world1 (This oon

Jeoture may be substantiated by reference to the communi

ties in declining Poland of the 18th century) • l~ven tod.ay, 

an organic Jewish community would hardly be the democratic 
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dream it is imagined. For historical precedents demonstrate 

that the Jewish community pattern is quite simila.r in its 

power-distribution to the non-Jewish (As in Venice of the 

16th century) • stud.y has sufficiently demonstrat-

ed the lack of democracy in old. mid.dle-class, new mid.dle-class 

and. some laboP organizations in the Jewish comrnuni i;y of to-

day. ·An oligarchic society may provid.e the anti-Semitism 

sufficient to build an organic Jewish community; but the 
I 

resulting Jewish community would. be so oligarchic that the 

Heconstructionist 1 s a.ream would become a ni.ghtm&'l..re. 

The labor gr·oup that would hail organic centralization 

would be the Nati.onal Jewish Workers Alliance: middle--class 

enough to join with the middle-class and. nume:i:1 ous enough 

to hope for more say in the communi t;}r through democracy. 

rrhe weak Pi ttsbu.11 g agreement represents a decllne ln the 

Congreee idea, since the Conference is too weak to do any

thing toward.a an organic community •114' But the evidence 

available for an analysis of the attitude of working-class 

·groups is not sufficient to permit further discussion. 

The difficul M.es of a.n organic (Jentraliza.tion that 

would transcend. class lines have been discussed. How d.oes 

one account for the present talk. of an 11 American J"udaism 11 

that -vwu.1a_ unite all Jewry, especially the Heform and Con

ee:rva,ti.ve branches'? This seems to be what. has been called. 

a 11 class-line 11 centralization. For it has arisen among 

those who have realized the common class compoEJi tion of 'the 

large bulk of American J·ewry: wl th tho continuecl riHe of the 

new middle-class and the lower middle-class and the stoppage 
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of immigration, a large social base rnad.e up of one mida.le-

class is being established in America. This class nay, so 

to speak, recognize its existence by the establishment of 

common religious and cul ture.l organiza t:tons. There would 

be centralization along its uni-class line. However, the 

a..evelopment of such an 11 American Ju(laism
11 

into an organic 

commu.ni ty would depend--as has been noted-···upon the amount 

of hoBtile outside pressure that would increase the secular 

functions of this large class of American Jewry. 

r.rhe generality 0 f centralization has been taken a.part. 

It was seen that class-line centraliz.ati.on is encouraged. by 

centralization within the society 1tself .•• beginning with 

economic organization and goj.ng over to the social sphere. 

In the depression this was esn,~cially aid.ed by the need 

for efficiency·. ENery class, but especially the neo--Orthodox 

a.nd socie.l welfare groups, was part of this trend. 
1

roclay 

the most prominent manifestation of class-line centralization 

is the mowement for an llJ\merican Judaism, 11 based upon the 

growing homogeneity of the large Jewish mi.d.dle-class. The 

general prosperity which provides financial backing for many 

organizations within a class seems to be retard.ing the 

class-line centralization in the Jewish middle-class. Also 

hindering this movement is the fact that there are still 

very· definite layer>8 wi tb.in that class: the old midd.le--class, 

the successful new mid.clle-class, and. the lesB integratea. 

lower middle-class. 

The second type of centralization is organic ••• transcend-
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ing class lines and. establishj.ng a semi-autonomous .Jewish 

comniunl ty with numerous secular functions~ 1rhe success of 

this movement depends on hostile outside pressures that 

would turn the Jewish community into a more fully developed 

sub-cul tu1~e. Naturally oppose a. to this plan would be the 

old_ middle-class whose efforts towar-cls conformity ha.ve 

never a.bated.. F1avoring this movement would. be Jewish pro-· 

;fessionals who depend. on such a. loyal secular Jewish corn

muni ty. Between these two were found many layers of opini.on. 

'I1he d.ifficul ties of establishing a democratic community· in 

a world of anti~Semitism sufficient to draw the Jews to

gether-:..the8E::1 have also been discussed. 

.I- i I 



VI. 11ENSIONS WITHIN THTI;. JE~WISH COMMUNITY: · 1929-1939. 

In this chapter the following questions shall be dis-

cussed: 

1.. What is a 11 tens1on 11 ? 

2. What ar·e the social roots of tensiornJ common to all 

society? 

3. What are the social roots of tensions peculiar to minority 

groups? 

4. Why was there more tension j_n the thir·ties than in the 

twenties'? 

After_ stating conclusions concerning these questions, 

examples of the tensions of the thirties will be given to 
' substa:r;itiate those conclusions. Then the different issues 

over which tensions were aroused will be examined and it 

will be discovered that any issue--from the most trivial 

matter to &1. serious problem--can be a peg on which to hang 

the tensions within the community. 

What is ·a tension? Any difference of opinion among 

Jews ma.y take the form of a. tenslon. And there were many 

issues over ·which tensions aroE;e d.ur:lng the thirties: how 

to hand.le a.nti-Semitism, what brand of Zionism or non-Zionism 

is best for the. Jews, should the1•e be mass meetings to pro

test Hitler ••. B0t in add.ition to the emotion placed on these 

important issues, there was a tremendous a.mount of bitter 

feeling expressed. over matters that objeoti vely were of 

little real signlficance: a statue of Haym Salomon, a 

letter• f:r•om Julian Morgenstern to Bernard Ripha.rds. F'1~e-

'., .• ,! ., •,i,. 



quently the tension would be ooncretized in an institution

al rather than in a personal controversy: the respective 

merits of the American Jewish Committee or the World Jewish 

Congress. And yet the amount of feeling generated over 

these personal or institutional squabbles often mor·e the,n 

equalled the tension felt concerning much more irnpo1•tan t 

disagreements. An intra-Jewish tension is any d.isagreement 

between Jews, a disagreement clothed in antagonism. 

What are the social roots of tensions? ':Phe conflict 

underlying the tensions is the conflict between different 

groups of Jews in America. Just as in general American 

society there are tensions between different social groups; 
; 

so within the Jewish community there are conflicts between 

its classeEJ. Not only do j.nBti tutional controv0rsies ob-

viously reflect clashes in the needs and interests of 

·different groups of' Jews. But also. personal controversies 

of the most unassuming nature also reflect those basic 

class antagonisms. 

What are the social roots of tensions pec.:µl:!:§:t. to 

!.!!in..2r~j_l gro.µ:12s. Superirnposecl ovei• the class antagonisms that 

afflict the general society there :Ls in every minority group 

an a.ddi tional factor: antagonism between its mor·e inte-

grated and less in tegr•a teCL members. While there :ts general 

farn:tJ.iari ty vri th 11 class warfe.re, 11 the tension between the 

margin versus the core that is quite a problem in every 

Phe.se of Jewish sociE.tl structur•e calls for closer examination. 

. I 
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(For in J"ewish soc:l.ety one group is always more (or· less) 

accomodated than another.) Such an examination calls for 

an informal psychological detour ••. 

A hypothetical J'ohn Q,. Cohen is a membe1• of the 

Rotar•y Club and a well-integrated Jew of the old middle

classes. His great goal in life has been conformity to 

the G·entile world (except, of course, in religion). He is 

no different in any other way; he prides himself on being 

a 100 percent American.. Ana .. yet somewhere along the line 

the sweet Buccess of his integration turned sour. Maybe 

an anti-Semitic remark was ~ade in the Rotary or his son 

complained when he went away to college and ha.d to join a 

Jewish fraternity. He is frustrated because his program 

of sect.u•j_ ty through confor•mi ty has been thwar•ted. He could 

examine his program, but this would be attacking himself. 

He could attack the Gentile world but this would be violating 

his creed of conformity. So he is led to attack those Jews 

who have defied hie god of conformity, those Jews who are 

more different--the perfect spapegoat. To reinforce this 

tend.ency ther•e are the interestn of hiB social groups: Perhaps 

these other Jews are trying to take over his own temple. And 

he hears from his national institutions that the national 

01•ganiza tions of the. t other group should. be di sere di ted .• 

To summarize the factors behind the tension of the 

marginal group: nn :Hlolization of conforrni ty, a frustration 

in the conformity program, and a release of the frustration 

against those who are less conform:l.ng--the only possible Bcape

goa.t. 



'/J 

But what about Haym who is in the less integrated 

core of the communi ty'i Why should he feel antagonistic 

toward.a Cohen'? Haym hHs founo. his security in belonging 

to the core of the Jewish community. He may be a. Re-

constructionist or an Orthodox Jew. No matter•. His place 

is deep within the Jewish str>ucture. Whatever social reasons 

lie behind his being there, he is well-adjusted because 

he has a strong group with customs and mores that are Haym's 

customs and mores. And yet, 11 it 1 s hard to be a. J'ew. 11 Per-

haps he wishes for more of the gla.mor of the majority group ••• 

perhaps he would like to leave his little store and see what 

goes on in a Rotary meeting, (although he would not admit 

this desire) • So Cohen with his successful integra.ti.on, 

che,llenges Haym 1 s way of life. Instead. of recognizing his 

own frustration (this would challenge his own way of life 

too much), he re-inforces his own position by calling Cohen 

a snob and by using big and little i~sues with which to 

attack J"ohn Q. Cohen. 

Perhaps this psychological detour has facilitated a.n 

understanding of the social root of tension peculiar to the 

m.inori ty group: the more integrated versus the less inte

grated. But this factor· is only superimposed on the basic 

antagonisms between every social classo On the basis of 

this psychological background. the fourth quei.:ition posed. in 

this chapter may be answered: 

Why was there more tenBion in the thirties the.n in the 

twenties? It has been shown that the amount of frustr•ation 
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an individ.ual feels a.etermines the degree of antagonism 

he displays towardB another·. And 1 t is pretty obvious th.at 

in the twenties there WE~s less frustration of all kind.s than 

there was in tb£ thirties. With tbs general prosperity 

there was little provocation for Cohen and Haym to quarrel; 

both were generally happy. And their ~seB were not pro-

voked, for with the blessings of the twenties all organiza

tions could be strong enough to do their jobs and pay their 

executive secretaries. Evidence of the relation between 

' '; sharing in prosperity and lack of tenBion was the antagoniBm .'!'. 

expressed. by a Soc:l.alist group, in the Van_ggard, that was not 

sharing so mu.ch in the prosperity. 

But with the dlepPession there was much more frustr•ation 

ti in the society ••• personal and ins ti tu.tional. Inell vid.uals 

having lost the:tr money wer·e looldng for explanations and. 

were finding scapegoats; institutions, on their last legs, 

were cor!lpeting with other ins ti tut ions for sur-vi val and so 

did not spare literary e·tiquette in a ttempta to a.iscred.i t 

their rival organizations. There was increased anti-Semitism 

ancl the tensionB that this created may have been channelled 

into expressions against fellow Jews. 

Sufficient ree,sons have been given for the increase of 

tensions in the thirties, ancl theories regarding the social 

roots of those tensions ha.ve been presented. Bu·t now for 

the facts that prove this theorizing. It can be shown 

through the Anglo-Jewish presri that there was a tremendous

ly rapid increase of tensions in the thirties. It also can 

be shown that the tensions were ground.ed in the insecurities 
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of !!..Y_ery social class within the Jewish community. ( Irn

poeed over the class antagonism there is always the shadow 

of the marginal--core minority group conflict) • 'l
1

he final 

section of the chapter will a.emonstrate that the issue over 

which the tennion iA expressed can be great or trivial--

but the ainount of tension spr•inging from the social rootB will 

still be there. 

The Ameri~ H~Q..:r~Ji. took official notice of the 

emergence of tensions within the community. Early in 

1932 it stated: ·we are emerging from the ' 11 shush 11 a.ecade 

of unity-at-all costs. Religious groups are more aggressive 

in promoting ·causes. Frankfurter has given a frank defini-

ti on of the na. tionalism implied in Zionism-·- 11 and the voice of 

a.eba te anci £.QI!.tpov...tta may soon again be heard in the 1.an<L 
111 

This announcement was followed by a report of Stephen Wise's 

speech in Cincinnati on behalf of the Congress program. Wise 

called. H.abbi Philipson an 11 archaeological specimen, 
11 

and 

the A~~ ;i:._pr~el1 t&_ gave the follovring account. 

In a perfervid peroration, suggestive of a July 4 
Tammany harangue, Dr. Wise concluded by arousing 
the democratic spirit of the Hussian proletariat 
of lower Avondale against the Ge:r·man Fascisti of 
Rose Hill, inciting them to rise in revolt and 
join up with the American Jewish Gongress.

2 

And as early as 1930 the ~tg_§:n £Iebr..§!..~ stated. that the 

J'ewish War Veterans should. be opposed because its program 

a.mounts to self-se gregat5.on. 3 Oonformi ty was threa tene(l: 

the margin versus the core. And tension was often released 

in a. phrase, such as the 11 smar·t-~aleck-Zionist·-intelligentsia 
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4 talk 11 of Ma.urice Samuel. And., of course, there were 

constant attacks on the national organization of the rising 

Eastern European community--the American Jewish Congress: 

Its elections are not democratic. Candidates are selected 

by a boarcl that is more oligarchic than. Tammany .. 5 And so 

1nsti tutione bad. become a sounding board for und.e:t•lying 

antagonisms. 

Meamihile. in an article entitled, 11 Mr. Brown 1 s Polish 

Slumming Party, 11 £21-nio!l accuses the publisher of the Hebrew 
6 

of minimizing the miseries of the Polish Jews. And the 

QQ!IB.r~J2..§. ~ull~~hg attacks constantly its rival organizations: 

It scorns the American Jewish Committee's "paternalism and 

~·1 sht~~anY..,1:!., the two attributes of the agains t--himself-divided-

assimilationist. 11 And.in the next breath the Jew:).sh Labor 

Committee is composed of 11 orthodox cosmopoli·tan Marxists who 

frown at the word tTewishneas"--1ihey don 1 t represent the 

workers. 7 And. these leaders of Eastern European tTewry--the 

best integrated ancL wealthiest of that g:r•oup--even cast 

barbs at the poorer middle-class Eastern European Jews--many 

of whom were probably members although not leaders of the 

Congress. The ~lle~J:n speaks of Jews from the lower midd.le

class, yiddish speaking, who go to a higher social strata: 

That rising immigrant element, which regarded certain 
outward forms of assimilation as a class distinction, 
could have brought from the old ehuls into the new 
temples a much richer religious life if it had a 
deeper sense of spiritual values. But that sense 
too belonged to the immigrant life which wasato be 
cast off at the entrance to the new ed.ifice. 

The inference seems tq be that the rising element should. remain 

spiritual immigrants rather than join the new temples. 

,,.b.·' 



Only the previous spring the ~l.letin had objected to the 

llduplicate diplomacy11 of the Federation of Polish Jews as 

they tried to act independently to deal with Polish-Jewish 

problems.9 

Th~ forum took up the cud.gels against the Congress. 

This small group of wealthy New Y'ork J'ews had no organiza

tion for public rela.t:tons purposes. They were certainly 

not represented. in the ua.emocratic 11 Congress. t1How far 

from a majority of Jewry are represented in the Oongress?ll 

asks the Forum and goes on to say tba.t the purpose of the 

Congress is to belittle anybod.y connected with the American 

Jewish Committee or any other rival organization. 10 And yet 

the ,E.Q..~~' still hoping for representation, supported the 

19J8 elections of the Congress as the best attempt at demo

cracy that is now available. 11 And. finally there was a slap 

at the Em:wpean..,..trainea .. rabbis in an editorial claiming tbat 

the dignity of rabbis should not be lowered by suspicions 

concerning kashrue. The editorial favored unifed control of 

kashrus. 12 

Even ±he H~-~"'1_.~l'"l~,9tionist with its banner of unity may 

become antagonistic toward.s Jews who thwart their goal and 

security. Especially violent were its attacks against Rabbi 

Goldenson when he oppcrned the very idea of an all-inclusive

authori ta ti ve-representati ve Jewish agency.1J And ·even the 

Congress is x•ejected in its claim that it is representative. 1'~· 

The anti-Zionist chairman of the Jewish Labor Committee 

in the name of the Committee and the Workmen's Circle refused 

to participate in the Congress elections. Why? There is no 
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need for the Congress' existence: no possibility of a 

real democratic election; the Congress has assumed to 

speak for the whole community without being elected by it; 

the motives of the Congress are political--to clinch leader

ship in JewiBh life. 15 The Congress is a racket: in its 1933 

budg6t, out of ijl?,834 only ~2,000 went to the purposes avowed 

by the organization •16 And The Workm_E}_Jl 1 s Call attacks the 

Congress: do not participate in the 1938 elections, it urges. 

Why? Because the CongreHs represents simple Zionism. Also 

because the all-embracing Jewry idea .overloolrn the Jewish 

class structure. 17 

These cha:rges are answered by the socie,list-natj.onalistic 

labor group in the F!:Q.!l!i.~~ After denouncing the statement 

of Goldenoon who represents the 11 Fifth Anenue Jewish aristo-

cracy, 11 the editorial claims that the class differences 

(brought up by the Labor. Cammi ttee) do not preolti:tde a. rep

presentative body. 18 There is m1ld criticism of the Congress, 

becau~rn :Lt needs to be democratically organized. Still the 

Congress is supported.. 19 

It has been seen that whether the manifestation of the 

tension took the form of a. speech against German Jews or an 

article against self-segragating Polish Jewa or a tirade. 

against a rival institution--the tension was certainly 

there in the thirties, much more so than in the twenties. 

It has also been seen that the pattern for the tension was the 

social structure of _the community: it was tension not simply 

between individuals or even groups that did.n 1 t llke one another, 

it was tension between a particular class and another cla~s 
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that ....... for whatever reasons--challenged each other's 

security ancl welfare ancl usually the tension involved 

overtones of the antagonism between the more e.nd the 
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less integ-x·ated groups. Finally, ~J. class is challenged 

at some point and. therefore every class exhibits antagonism 

towards fellow-Jews. 

Since class .tensions inevitably occur under certain 

social conditions, the particular issue over which the 

tensions are expreG£led matters very little to the people 

who simply .!!!lYL~ release th.at tension. It may be an issue 

of·vital importance to the eommunity; it may be an issue 

laughable in 1 ts objective insignificance.· imd Baroque 

Italy was splj.t Hsunder by the world-shaking problem: was 

the mikyeh of Revigo constructed according to Jewish law. 

The riddle of Rovigo was actually a struggle between the 

Venetian ra.bbi.s whose authority in the suJ:-rounding cities 

had. been challenged. But the :Lssue was hidden beneath the 

subtleties of Jewish la.w and the calm water's of Rovigo. 

. rn1ere is abundant evldence to prove that the :tenr.d.ons of 

the thirties di.cl not need "Ttrorld.-shaki.ng isBues for their ex-

pression. Ar:; soon as the term ions were there, the community 

seized on objectively insignificant episodes to give vent to 

its antagoniBm. When importEi.nt issues were ave.ilable, they 

provlded more dramettic backgrounds for class antagonisms: 

the question of how to deal with Hitler was just as convenient 

·a peg on which to hsrng class antagonism as wa.s: should a 

statue be built in honor of Haym Salomon? A few of the most 



obvious pretextes for class tensions will be examined. 

On January J, 1930, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, presi

dent of the Hebrew Union College, responded to a letter 

from Bernard Richards of the .American Jewish Congress. Mr. 

HichEtr•ds had askea_ for> the Rabbi 1 s opinion concerning the 

pl:lght of the Jews in Rus sit~. e.nd concerning what might be 

done for them o Habbi Mor gens ter•n answer ea. that the si tua

tion was very tragic and. that it waB unfortunate that 

Xevsektzia (th<;) lTewish Communist Pa.:i:•ty) was s tr1 ving for 

spiritual leadership with such reprehensible methods. Fur-

thermore, it was unfortune.te that Hussian Jewry had no 

chance to find spiritual satisfaction in a liberal inter

pretation of Judaism. 

Thie letter was made public and condemned by a large 

section of the Jewish press, led by the Congress and affiliates. 

Richard.s himeelf in the Ind~ attacked Rabbi Morgenstern fo1· 

his mention of liberal Ju(laisrn and his lnference that all the 

20 Hussian Jews need.ea. was some Reform Jua.aism. ~ 1l1he Clev~]-a.nd 

~ld. joined in the chorus: 

The American Jewish Committee is maintaining a policy 
of silence (regarding nereeoutione in Russia). The 
B 1nai B 1r•ith has long yielded j_ts active leadership 
on public ~rewish questions ••• 

Ana. Jul:ta.n Morgenstern has one remea.y: R.eform J'udaism. 21 The 

.¥£~t~Ir! called Mor gens tern n cowardly •1122 And the New Pale..!:~~l:J.!B. 
23 attacked him. Morgenstern defended himself: he claimed 

he had been made a victim of poli tics--he really did no ii know 

what haO. hit him. And the f.'.El.~~~1.11. £!ebre1~, representing the 

cle.ss that rea.11.Y.. was being attacked, commented that the whole 

affair was 11 ludicrou·s .11 A spiritual professor had ventured 

.. I .j ", 



into worldly affa.ir•s and because of a. remark springing 

naturally from hls religious frame of reference had been 

used as a political football by the Congress and its friends.
24 

A statµe,. _in ~ ~rl!:. Even more ludicr•ous was the case 

of the patrj_otism of Haym Salomon. A committee of Polish 

Jews in New York decided that it would be very appropriate 

to have a statue erected in New York City, a statue of Hayrn 

Salomon--· the great patriot of the American Revolution. 

(Salomon, incidentally, was the first known Polish Jew in 

America) •. They pe ti tionea. Rep. Cell.er, who askea. for e, 

report of all the facts. Stephen Wise, Judge Mack, and Max 

Kohler requested. that the cornmi ttee cease its acti vi tic·HJ 

until all th~ facts were known. About this time Samuel 

Oppenheim of the American Jewish Historical Society issued 

a statement that Salomon himself had not lent one cent to 

the Uni tea. Ste.tes government, that he was simply Robert 

lvlorris 1 broker, ancl that the Ur.dted Bta.tes was not an un-

grateful country (.since he rende1"ea. 11 ttle service, the 

government had no financi.al obllgation towards him). Per

haps it was this statement that stimulated Cha1•les Edward 

Russel (p1•obably hired by the commi ttee---the only evidence 

is the word. of the [\me_ric.§1-n. Hebrew) to write a book called, 

li.§l:xm Salo.!!lQl! and the £l§3vo]:utl-oE.:, in which deroga.tor;y- facts--· 

if they were facts--wePe omitted; that is, a praiseworthy 

Picture of Salomon. 1J:lhis may have antagonized Max Kohler. 

So he revealed the following facts about Salomon: he was 

only a fiscal agent; he did not lend iarge·sums of money. Not 

' .. 1. 
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even Robert Morris has a monument; why should assistant 

Salomon? In a letter to Rep. Geller, Kohler contended: 

II Monuments should. not be built on the bas ls of fabricated 

evidence and concealment of material facts." The Polish 

Committee answered that a man who dies in poverty could not 

have been motivated by selfish interests. 25 The matter was 

eventually dropped. 

The olcl middle-classes were in 1;1 dilemma as to what 

side to take. After all, their cry of Americanism among 

Jews hacl for years revolved ar•ound men like Salomon and J"udah 

P. Benjamin. And yet, here was an issue involving the 

challenging group of Easter•n European Jev-.rs who were rising 

to more prominentce. Some of the old middle-class did take 

this issue and made the most of it--in the name of historical 

truth. The Ameri~~ ~ which provided much of the above 

account. was fairly ambivalent. It presented the facts of 

the controversyo Even if the fine scholar Max Kohler, is 

right, nevertheless 11 this woJ.•thy man (Salomon) holds a 

place among the patriots of the. revolution. 1125 

But The F'o:r•tuQ_ was q_uick to seize the social implica

tions. Why did Max Kohler• wait until now to debunk Salomon'?--· 

Whatever be the motives o:f M.r. Kohler• in waking up 
in the 11th hour with his outcri.es agaj.nst an un
heard of honor to a Jew, ~ pe of_ Polish 2E.. an.x 
othe:r:_ .2.El.gi~, there are sufficient reHsons for· 
making Haym Salomon an object lesson of patriotism ••• 26 

.±! isn' 1!. !!2.--Q!:,, thE!.. §...QQ.§1~ ~s_chi~m. In 1931+ a Don 

Gordon wrote an a.r•ticle for 9.12J.n.J::.Q.!1 called 11 J·ews in Holly

wood • 11 In this article he cont end.ea. that the Jew 1 s funda

mental sensuality is inhibited by a set of severe moral 

_j .' 
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taboos. He· is a. good family man, not because he is under

sexed, but because the ~lternatives to good family life 

frighten him--so strongly a.o his moral taboos suppress his 

sensuality. His good family life is a reaction formation 

that reflects the opposite desires. Well, Sen. Alfred M. 

Cohen of the B' nai B 1 :ri th took this article seriously ana. 

wrote an indignant letter to Op_in).:on asserting that 2.£!.!l!.2.n 

was a horr•lble magazj.ne for publishing such anti-Semi tic 

and libelous drivel against the Jews • 

.Q.£inj..on answered the Sena tor by saying that· he and his 

ilk have a 11 pathological hysteria. in the face of criticism. 11 

After this social blast, it was necessary to defend the 

arttcle ana. Jewish sensua:u ty. 1rhis wa.s done in an ·ad

mirable manner: It is his sensuality which s.ccounts llfor 

the life force anc1. survival j_rnpulse of the Jew as well a.s 

his creative genius.1127 

Now that these pegs, on which social conflicts are 

hung, have been sawed down to absurdity, it is e.ppropriate 

to tu:r•n to mope important· is sues on which the tensions were 

suspended. Whenever an issue more important than a statue 

or letter is ava.ila.ble, it is ee,ger•ly seized on. Such a.n 

issue was the World Jewish Congress controversy. This con

troversy fills the Anglo-Jewish press from 1931 through 1936. 

The stands taken by the different Jewish groups are evidence 

of their class needs; the epithets thrown by those same 

groups are evidence of their class frustrations. 

Beforoe examining briefly the reactj_ons of the different 

groups, one should survey the his tor•y of the World. Congress 
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movement in ord.er to see wha.t its success meant to the 

d.ifferen t groups. 'I'he Worla. Jewish Congress, proposec1 

in October, 1931, was a project of the American Jewish 

Congreas. 28 The problems confronting Jews all over the 

world could best be dealt with by an organization rep-

resenting all the Jews of the world. It was the American 

Jewish Congress idea on an international scale. The dale-

gates to the World Congress would be elected under American 

Jewish Congress auspices, so the success of the Wo'rld Congress 

would mean an international position of prominence for the 

American Jewish Congress. For American Jewr~--the wealthiest 

in the world--·through its delegates (as :Lt came to pass: 

American tTewish Congressmen)--would have the dominant voice 

in the world deliberations. 

At a conference in Geneva in Augm.1t 1932, the World 

Jewish Congress was scheduled to meet in 1934,. The Con-

gress controversy was pushed into the background when 

Hitler's victory shocked world Jewry in 19JJ. In 1934 

not a Congress, but a Wor·ld. J'ewish .Qonfe.£_§n9e was held in 

Geneva. This was another defeat for Stephen Wise, who had 

just been defeated by Bokolow and the We1zman forces in the 

World Zionist Congress in 19JJ. In 19J4 he was debating 

with his Zionist colleagues: Wise, Ivlargoshes and. Louis 

Newman favor•ed the Oongre ss; Lipsky, Rothenberg (president 

Of ZOA), Fishman (editor of the Jewlsh IvlQrnJ.ng ,Journal), 

ana. Bernard Richards opposed it. In the debate Lipsky said. 

that for• sixteen yearf? the American Jewish Congress had 

labored under the illusion that it was a CongreaB. 1rhe exist-

' 
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ing agencies are sufficient, cried Lipskyl One should not 

shout democratic ple.ti tudes when. they are remote from 

reality. Stephen Wise claimed that Polish and H.ournanian 

delegates wanted an immediate Co~g~ess and he pr6tested (too 

much?) that this .Congr·ess would not be a rive.l to the ·worla_ 

Zionist Organization. 29 
I . 

Here is a clear example of intra-class tensions. Dif-
, 

ferent individuals or parties "w;L trdn the Ameri.c1:m Jewish 

Congress class had reasons for favoring or disfavoring the 

world Congress at this tirne. The reasons below the phrases 

a~e difficult to. find. 

In 1935 the World Congress was again postponed, but 

vase was electecl. presia_ent of. the American J'ewish Congress. 

Then it seems that some agreement was reached. among the 

factions, since in September, 1935, the World Zionist Congress 

advocated. the World Jewish Congress. By 19:~6 LipBky was 

contradicting his words in the 19:-31-1- debate: now there was 

no other organiza. tion in the United Sta.tea or abroad. that 

could d.eal with the ramifications of the Jewish problem. 30 

He made many speeches on this subject •. ,andwas e. delegate 

to the World Congress. About thiB time the Congress brought 

out 1 ts intellectual heavy artille:r•y and Hor•ace Kallen wrote 

about 11 Democracy and the World Cong:re ss." A convent.ton of 

1000 (based. proportionately on numbers in groups c--tffiliated. 

with the World Congress) were to select fifty delegate~. 

Twenty more delegates were to come from national organiza-
31 tionsas such. In August of 1936, the World Jewish Congress 

met. 



While the Congress movement was progressing 1 what wer·e 

the attitudes of the other classes in the 1Jewish community'? 

The old middle-classes were, of course, indignant. Thia 

Oong~ess would serve no pm~ose but would confuse American 

Jews, destroy already existing institutions, create anti

semitism, and even conflict with the authority of the United 

States Oongrees--so went the official argument of the 

~ American Jewish Committee.32 But it was left to the 
'-

journalists to sti.r up the feellng--wl th such articles as 

11 0n Being Wise without Wisa.om: a Modern Parable in which 

St. Stephen Seeks the Grail at Geneva where they Served 

Servetus with a Hot Stake. 1133 The agitators are called 

11 a willful group actuated by the limelight complex. 11 This 

ls the first step ln world segregation in the 11 swastika 

sense. 11 34 This argument represents the familiar attack on 

those Jews ·who are II more different. It rrhe Congress is the 

11 gra.ve st blunder in the a.nnals of American J"udaism • 11 It can 

do untold harm by giving proof to those who believe in the 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion. This is the usual rationale 

for the attacks of the old middle-class: the belief that 

conformity has resulted in an alleviation of anti-Semitism 

and. that those v-rho stress their secular Jewishne~rn help 

cause anti-Semitism. And it would certainly seem to a 

group which consider•ed its salvation to be integration that 

this Congress movement would threaten its security. This, in 

addition to the challenge it presented to the American Jewish 

Committee and B'nai B1rith which were clinging to their lead

ing positions in the American Jewish community. 
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The group behind the ~'!i sh F1 0.r.~m has the same at ti tud.e 

towarrls the World Congress as they have towards the Amel"ican 

J"ewj.sh Congress: reserveo. acceptance of the ia.ea. Why'i' r.rhe 

Forum-class are not in the leadership circle, but they hope 

that with greater extension of democracy into the Orthodox 

ranks, they will find themselves in more prominent positions. 

It is good that the Congress will be the first body with 

the right to speak for all Jews, but it will be difficult 

to set up a democratic organiz.a tion because of strongly 

entrenched national and international groups. The Geneva 

Conference of 1932 should. have called. not for a Congress 

but a Conference to assure en eventually democratic Oon

gre ss. 35 But when the Congress was called in 1936, the 

~ supportB it even though it only represented 1/3 of 

all the Jews.36 

The ~~_rue tJ:.OJ.liS~_, having an immed.iate concern with 

an organic community here in America, is naturally a little 

cool to the more grana.1ose scheme. It makes the point that 

the American Jewish Congress itself is not representative • 

Rather than sponsor a larger parliament, it should join 

with the American Jewish Committee and organize American 

J'ewry. 3? And this, indeed, would. be much mo:r·e in line with 

the needs of the federation leaders who want a well-organized 

A,lnerican Jewry. 

The Jewish National Workers Alliance was at first op-

posed to a World CongresB, because it 1r.rould have to be based. 

on democratic organizations in every land--and such organiza

tions did not exist. But once the Congress was called they 

·-·-~~~------------------llliilliiiiillllll .......... illllil 
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supported it by asserting that it has rung the J.mell on 

the power of the wealthy unauthorized Ame~ican Jewish 

Committee. Still they bemoaned its lack of democracy. Of 

the Congress leaders the Frontier wrote: 

After loudly calling for the overthrow of self
appointed notables who irresponsibly dominate 
Jewish public lj.fe, they quietly disoouraged the 
preparations for popular electione.3~ 

And yet the delegates were generally the type that would have 

been selected by ballot. Naturally the nationalistic workers 

with a bourgeois tinged leadership felt that rnor·e democracy 

would mean a larger representation in the J·ewish community 

for the working man and for the miHrnes in Europe. So as 

right wing socialists in the good evolutionary tradition 

they joined in the cap1taliste 1 organization and cried for 

mor•e democrac.y. The work.era and lower middle-class were 

willing to ally w1 th Eastern European upper-class leade:r•

ship to oppose the Amer·ican Jewish Cammi ttee. 

The Jewish Labor Committee and the Workmen's Circle 

did not participate in the Congress movement. Although 

English periodicals of these groups d.uring the World 

CongX'ess controversy areriot,a:vt;lilable, the reason for the 

strictly socialist stand is clear: the working classes 

alone etre uni tea.. The nationalism that tries to unite Jews 

is an affair of the o.e.pi ta.lists. And, especially among the 

leaders of the movement, there is the cry: Jews will solve 

their problems by uni ting with the workers in the count:r•ies 

where they live ••• not through separatist and nationalist:lc 

activities. These were true Bundiets. 
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It can be concluded from this study of the World 

Jewish Congress cont:voversy that each group in the com-

munity responded in J?erfect accord with its supposed in

terests. But more than that. The controver•sy became a 

giant receptacle for the tensions felt in every group 

toward.a at least one other.. And when the pot was stirred 

the mixturt;i was an explosive controversy that boiled 

through 1936 and. bubbled on until the end of the decade. 

Several conclusions have been reached: 

1. Due to d.ifferent social forces .there was a tremendous 

increase in the amount of tension within the American 

Jewish community, 1929-39. · 

2. There are social and psychological factors that set 

the more integrated against the less iritegrated within 

every minority group~ 

3. E:yer;y_ class within society is challenged at some point 

by another and so every class exhibi tn tension towara.s some 

other. 

4. The .;issue over which the tension is expressed may be 

absurdly insignificant (a statue) or :Lt may be important 

for the welfare of a class's institutions (World Congress). 

It shall soon be seen how these same class-rooted ten-

sions are expressed in discussions over really serious prob

lems that confront the Jewish community: anti-Semitism in 

America, what to do about Hitler, Zionism •.• In this chapter 

the psychological and ec'onomic roots of these tensionn have 

been discussed. There was no concern ~ith the validity of 



the World Congress idea or the true picture of Haym 

Salomon. From now on, there will be more interest in the 

validity of the different approaches to these mo1~e important 

problems. But this discutrnion may have demons tra tea. the 

psychological simila:ri ty be tween Jewish controversies re-

valving around issues large or small. Suffice it to say, 

tb.e antagonisms within the community can be expressea. in 

an argument over a statue, a Congress, or ••• a Hitler. 

' ' 
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VII. NAZI GERMANY-··Rii~PERCUSHIONS IN AM1I:RICl1N JEWRY 

What understanding did. the American J. ewi sh communl ty 

have of c e.pi talism in the most desperate crisis it has thus 

far experienced? This is more than an academic que8tion of 

passing interest. The industrial capitalism of Germany 

whj.ch had not solved. the problem of overproduction a.nd which 

found its elf without home or world markets had tv10 al terna

tives: maintenance of capitalism through a totalitarian 

form of government which shatters labor and enforces the 

wage cuts necessary to stimulate pr•oduetion or a complete 

:r.•e-shaping of 1 ts social s tr•uc tu:re along non-ca.pi talis tic 

lines. If there had been sufficient wealth (buying power) 

within the country and the possibility of finding some new 

markets abroad, then inflationary methods such as were 

practiced. in the New Deal would have stimulated 11 :r•ecovery. 11 

But as the world market was becoming saturated through the 

vae:Jt world. productive mechanism and through th<-3 competi ti.on 

of other powers, and as there was insignificant buying power 

left at home ~he inflationary measures which paid off some 

of the war a.e bt had. ruined the middle and. lower micldle ·-

cla.s se s )-~then there 1iiras nothing to do (for the German 

capi te.lj.s-e but to cut wageg. And this could. only be done 

(since standards were already so low) under the protection 

of a f~scist dictatorship. The alternative was a non-

ce.pi talistic social structure. So in Germany, capitalism 

reached its most a.esperate crir::ii.s. ( 1l1he background of this 

crisis has been discussed. in ChapterH I and III.) 
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Since the problems of world capi te.lism a.re not confined 

by natione.l boundaries, it is impol'tant that American Jewry 

and all .America should undel"f.ltand the crisis of Germany. 

What segments of American Jewry saw Nazism as a result of 

a most d.esperate economic ana_ social crisis? What segments 

did not grasp the causes of Nazism? 

.Anti-Semitism, was. used by the Nazi leaders to take 

the minds of the Germans off the real cau.Ern of their clif-· 

ficulties (viz~ their economic system) and to provide a 

mythical cause for the world war that. had. to be forthcoming. 

IJ'his channeling of the frustrations of the populace against 

the J'ews has· been utilized af! government policy in every 

declining system where the Jews were numerous enough to be 

a convenient scapegoat. When the feudal ·world we.s in 

a.ecline (14th to 16th centu:r~/ Germany, 18th and 19th century 

Polana., 20th centur•y Russia.), anti-Semitism became the 

official government policy. And with the downfall of the 

embryonic capita.lisms of Renaissance Ita.ly (when the Jews 

who had lent money to the impoverished Italian artisans 

could no longer be pa.id back, as early Italian capitalism 

was in a state of chronic depression), the official policy 

of the ci ty-s ta tea became an ti-Se ml tic. To what degree did. 

the different claBses in American Jewr·y und.erstana. the role 

of the scapegoat in a decllning economy? Why d.id. some classes 

misund.er·stand. this role and what were their• compensating atti-

tua.es? 

The first section of this chapter therefore will deal 

vd th the degree of understanding that the different classes 



'' i ·-

151 

in America showed. wi. th regard to what was happening in 

Ger•many: 

1. Was Nazism seen as the answer to the most 
desperate crisis faced by the economic and 
social system of Germany? 

2. Was anti·-Semitism seen as the inevitable 
policy of a. desperate government in a de
olining economy? 

). What extraneous causes were atta.chea. to 
German anti-Semitism and. why'l 

The data used will be primarily the Anglo-Jewish press be-

fore Hitler gained. power. . Since the value of a particular 

historical a.naly·sis is enhancea_ by its predietive power, 

a comparison of analyses of the ·various claeses can be 
\ '; 

~: · gained by noting how they rega~ded the possibility of a 

Naz.i x•egime. However, since some groups are not well 

represented. in the press before March, 1933--·reference will 

be mad.a to articles written later in the a.ecade which are 

pertinent to this inquiry. 

What were the Jewish old. middle-classes of German 

descent saying from 1930 through March 19, 1933, when the 

Reicnstag abclic.ated,.'i"o It will be seen that the nature of 

Nazism wa.s completely misunderstood.. Ins:tead of e.ttributing 

the Pise of Hitler to economic forces, these groups stressed 

the 11 psychology 11 of the German people: first ha.iling this 

psychology as the bulwark against the clown Hitler and 

later damning it as the cause of the tragedy. Optimism 

was the dominant note, and German sensitivity to world 

opinion would soon change the bad situation. ':I.1he J'ews were 

needed as scapegoats, but this scapegoat role was only tern-
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porary. Anti-Semitism was primarily a matter of the mind. 

But let the A~e~rr Jle£rew speak for itself chronologically: 

1930: (September, 19) 11 The successes of anti-Semitic parties 
in Germany possess no quality of permanence. 11 Why? 
Germany would not want to lose the respect of the world, 
as Roumania and Hungary have done. 

(October, 24): German Jews should. not become panicky 
because of riots in the Reichstag. 11 Hitlerism cannot 
prevail in the Reich." Why not? because 

(October, 3): The Germans are 11 not a people who leave 
revolutions • 11 

In 1931, the Nazis suffered a minor setback in a Prussian 

plebisoi·te. While, said. the He£r..Jlji, this did not mean the 

shattering of the anti-Semj.tic party, it was a straw in the 

wind: 

(August, 21): n ••• a sal'!.,e:r,:: _sp:ll'i.1 does prevail 
throughout the entire Reich.11 

'(November, 20): --after further Hitler victories--
11Comfort is derived from Hitler's conference with 
Von Hindenburg. He will stop Hitler through a 
coali tj.on cabinet. Besides, C}ermany does not want 
to be· looked. upon as a med.ieval stf), te. When Hitler 
gains representation, he will no longer need the 
ant1-Semitism!l 

The sane (or insane) spirit is seen as the determinant 

of _the fate of the Reich. The nee¢.!. of the oapi talists for a 

fascist alliance is not seen, so the conference with Von 

Hindenburg becomes the chance for sane German capitalism to 

assert 1 tself. 1rhe scapegoat role of the Jews is seen: 

however, it is seen as it was played in a rising_ capitalistic 

economy: the Jew was often the target for dissatisfied par

ties (F'rench Catholics, Socialists, Populists) that were 

minority groups in the nation. 1rhe Heb:re;g_ hopes that when 

the minority Hitler party gains some success the need for 



/ 153 

anti-Semitism will cease. However, it is not seen that 

Germany, in 1 ts chronic crisis, now is r eac1y for a. govern-

ment-sponsored scapegoat. 

Events moved rapidly in 

1932:(Janua.ry,15): ·' 1£herE3 are two possibilities: either 
the Teutonic temperament can be trusted or there will 
be a. Hitler triumph followed by a clash with the com-
munists. 

(March, 18): --after Von Hind.enburg was re-elected --
0 Faith in the stability and practicality of the German 
people was restored after the general elections last 
Sunday, even among those who, under the emotional in
flu.ence of Nazi propaganda, doubted these momentarily • 11 

(April,15): --after Hitler gained two million more 
votes-- 11 As the economic situation over there clears, 
so will the cohorts of the Swatika fade from the 
political picture. 11 

(June, 10): --after Hindenburg dismissed Bruening and 
his ca."binet--llPessimism is warranted. Hitler may get 
a majority in the next election. 

(November, 18): --a.fter the famous election when the 
votes of the Nazis declined-- This is 11 a clear re
cession of the Nazi flood with indications that it is 
not likely to I'ise a.gain to threatening heights ••• 
this result was not unexpected •. ~The only combinations 
that can make for defeat of the government are like 

·oil and water in their principles and cannot coalesce." 

The alternatives of revolution to the right or left are not 

seen, but there :1.s the belief that 11 Teutonic temperament 11 

will allow things to continue as of yore. Capitalism and 

fascism in a M.me of crisis a.re not like oil ana. water. 

Again, the stress on cha.racter>istics of a people as deter-

minants of its history. 

And the few months ju.st before the tragedy were taken 

especially calmly by the Heb1~ew ••• 
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1933: (Februa.ry, 3): --i:ifter Von ,I-li~denburg had appointed 
Hitler on January 31 to his cabinet-- 11 Von Hind.enburg 

·has copied Abraham Lincoln ( ! ) and brought the enemy 
within the ca,mp in order to control him. The 1 iI'
responsible ·agit~tor is taken off the street. 1 He will 
now be chained. down to na tiona.l sanity. Even the 
German Democratic Party's official bullet:l.n states 
that Hitler is now •an ex-corporal amidst a count 
and four barons •.• under _the supervision of the foxy 
ca pi tali st, Hugenberg. 111 

(March, 10): --the Nazi-Nationalist coalition was now 
in the majority and there were rumors of the dissolu
tion of the Reichatag-- Should the Reichsta.g adjourn, 
anti-Jewish legislation would be less likely with 
twelve responsible men running the countI•y than with 
an assembly of. 650 in charge l 11 Von Hindenburg -- sane, 
civilized, loyal to his constitutional oath will never 
descend to the status of a rubber stamp for Adolph 
Hitler • 11 

--And. when Hitler made public his condemnation of 
further anti-Semitic practices ••• -- This shows 
he 1s "attempting to slay the anti-Semitic beast 
with unequivocal warning to his followers. 11 The 
beast is no longer of value now that the Naz.is are 
in power. 1rhe American Jewish Congress is a.oing a 
disservice to German Jewry by demanding mass meetings 
at this time! 

(March, 24) -- the anti-Jewish excesses tb.at could 
not be· denied began on March 20 -- The headline: 
11 0utra.ged world must protest against Nazi barbe,rtsm. 11 

11 Hitler has failed to subdue the anti-Semitic beast ••• 
Q..~r.!!}~g ~_9J.ggx doesn't change its spots." 

Down to the very end there is the s a.me false hope, the same 

misund.erstand.ing of the Nazi phenomenon. An interesting 

twist is the confidence in "twelve responsible men 11 as 

opposed to 650--here perhaps is the spirit of the .American 

Jewish Committee ••• that is, even in Germany democratic 

policies are to be achievea. by a. few intelligent a.nd capable 

men at the top of society. .And once the excesses have begun, 

the same factol'.' that was to prevent them (the G·erman mind) is 

seen as their cause: "German psychology doesn't change lts 

spots. 11 
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So the old mid.dle-classes did. not see Nazism as the 

answer to a desperate chronic crisis~ This failure to 

unclerstand that Germany was on the eve of revolution to the 

right or left allowed the desperate hopes of the Hebr~v!. to 

soar to optimistic heights. rrn.e failure to grasp the power

ful forces at work within Germany allowed falsei hopes to be 

aroused as to German sensi ti vi t;y· to publi.c opinion. ·yet 

something had to be the cauHe so, in goocl mid.dle-·class tra·-

di tion of the 19th centur•y, the spirit of the people was 

either good or bad. rr.he same pattern is seen in the attitude 

towards anti-Semitism. Some economic factors were dimly per-

cei ved but--d.ue to the misund.erstandi.ng of the whole Hitler 

phenomenon--not in their full light. So what was causal? 

Again, the mina.. And, the J:Ie££.~1!!. comments about 
11 
Brutal 

Roumanj_a 11 in 1930, that 11 typical also of the Rournanian mind~" 

was desecration of cemeteries. 2 And the answer to anti

Semi ti srn in Rournanj_a was to be public educ a ti on. 3 De spite 

a Bulgarian student riot, 11 there is nothing fundamental in 

Bulgarian life or tradition that can turn the masses agaj.nst 

the Jews of the country .. n
4 

The fallacy of such a purely idealistic analysis is 

evident in the ligllt·of the data. of history. The .!i:nglish 

11 spirit 11 was of one quality in the eleventh and twelfth 

centuries when Jews would lend large sums to noblemen,kl.ng, 

and clergy, ancl could be paid back easily by their debtors 

in this go la.en age of feua,a.J.ism. Then were Jews treated 

well, and Britain breathed a free opirit. But in the lJth 

century British peers were hard-pressed- financially·, for 

~~-------------------------~ 
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already the embryonic mia.dJ.e-clas s was a ttraq ting a larger 

proportion of the weal th in society. F'eudalism was on i tG 

decline. And the noblemen could not pay back their Jewish 

creditors. Edward II even forbid nobles to borrow money 

from Jews. Jews were forced into petty lending. There 

were ritual murder accusations and finally a:fter severe 

taxation the expulsions. The spirit of Britannia had 

changed. The spirit of F~ngland changed again when after' 

several centuries, Charles II a.nd William of Orange saw 

Britain's future in an economy of mercantilism. In this 

society, all money possible was attracted to one 1 s country-

lest a rival country would. acquiir'e that money and would then 

be able more successfully to compete in the race for ·world. 

gold through colonization. And. especially Sephardic J'ews 

had money. So the epiri t of :8nglancl welcomed them. The 

s tresses of contemporary England. have given a market to 

Sir Robert Mosleyo So just what is the British spirit? Ob-

viously the degree to which a nation grants freedom is de-

pendent on the social conditions existing in the nation at 

the parti~mlar time--and not on any abstract spirit. Tracing 

the history of the Jews in Germany there was the same so-

called spirit of freedom when Jews were international traders 

ana. "big money-lenders, but there was the withdrawal of that 

spil"i t when the feud.al syf\tem declined. So, why--in fla. t 

contrad1tion to historical analysis--ia the spirit of a 

nation manufactu1"ed and used to explain social phenomenon'? 

1rhe use of the 11 Eipirlt 11 of a nation, in this manner, 

was especlally in vogue in the 19th century. It was part of . 
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the rising industrial nationalism: the rulers of Western 

Europe had. to rally their people a.round the natione Why 

not appeal to the spirit? F'urthermore, the romanticism and 

return to the past (eBpecially of the early 19th century) 

were results of a reaction of much of Europe to the Napoleon

ic threat. Feud . .al rulers in Germany appealed to the German 

folk soul and tried to retain their power. Also the rising 

middle-class used the national spirit as their rallying 

point. 

Into the Judaism of the old middle-classes of G·erman 

descent came this idea in the form of the Mission of Ia~ael. 

So this class with its intellectual background of the 19th 

century was very well versed in the wayH of 11 a people's 

spj.rit! 11 --be i.t the Jewish, American, German, or Bulgarian 

people. If the true explanation o:f' the Nazi phenomenon could 

not be perceived by this class, it is not surprising that 

they would turn to.the people's spirit as an explanation. 

But why the initial misunderstancU.ng that led. to the 

fallacies of optimism and the German spirit and sensitivity 

to world opinion~ This is a very serious question, since 

it is important, even more, it is crucial f'or the middle-

class to have an understanding of capitalism in its moment 

of severest crisis. The r.erman middle-class supported Hitler 

and Fascism. Will the middle-classes of Europe look to the 

Right:Lst parties in thelr present crises or to parties that 

look for a more progressive social order? Where will the 

American middle-class turn in its moments of crisis? The 

old'middle-class, we have seen, did not understand the phe-
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nomenon of German capitalism in its most desperate crisis'< 

Why not? 

The Jewish old middle-class would have undermined its 

own confidence and program had it perceived what was really 

happening in G·ermany. This group was composed of successful 

well-integrated merchants who had. ridden the crest of the 

American capitalistic wa~e. Their suacess and integration 

were based on the continued flourishing of American capital

ism. ~-°- ~- tl.gl t ~~alis.E].. ~ wt_thi_!l ±~f the Q2_§!li::. 

b±.J .. :b_ti~_§.. of dev_el'lP.1.ng i~-~o ~ci@!.!:1~-w~ ~- hin"t that even 

~le:tJ.~i:Jl ~api tf:tlisJl! ¥light beq911e_ ~~ ~i~chic_ ~I.!.9:. ET~

~~~ _:the_P-r~_judj._9_~- _tha! ;d,PUl<! £_S>b _:th~- J·ew~isll old. mi~-c~~f.'.l..El. 

pf_ it~ !Q_teg~a ti_o12 ~ f2:11_i:tnci~1- ~~2.~sr.!.. These descendents 

of German Jews were very close in spirit to their old midd.le

clas s German brethren. 'l'he immed.ia te reac tlon (conscious 

or not) : could what happened to the well-integrated and. 

suocessful Herr So-and-So happen to me'? 1
1
his reaction is 

immea_ia 'Gely suppressed by a complete negation of the economic 

factors involved in the German debacle and by a tenacious 

seizure on the German spirit as the explanatory key. But 

first, of course, there was the desperate wish that Hitler 

is not so, hence the extreme optimism. 

Simpl;y· being members of America 1 s olcl middle-class would 

be enough to turn the mi.nd.s of this group away from reality. 

But their Jewish affiliation may have made their flight from 

reality more dssperate and their view more distorted. 

It is conceivable that a claBs whj.ch had. erred so in its 

analysis of so crucial a crisis would, after the crisis, re-



159 

examine its analysis to discover wherein its analysis fell 

short. So 1 t i e app:i:•opria te to ask: afte:r the real.tty o.f 

Hi tlerism, a.ic1 the J·ewish -micldle-clasB of Ger·ma.n de seen t 

gain a clearer comprehension of the phenomenon? 

In the Hel::!re~ of December 22, 193J, it is ·pointed out 

that Hitler haa. fertile soil in the German people. Germany 

never waB a. ci v:U.iza ti·on in the El ense that England and 

America are: 

Can one conceive of an Englishman or an American 
doing what the Germans are now doingi Can one 
imagine a Frenchman: being so brutal ?.J 

Here is ·o.il..early seen the fact th.at the crucible of experi

ence dia .. not refine the understancling of the phenomenon: 

Again, it must be a matter of the mind of the people; this 

assm•es the old middle-class that it cannot happen here~ 

Occasional bursts of optimism in the later thirties 

show that the lesson has still not been learned: 

(After Von Papen was dismissed as vice-·chancellor in 
Hitler's effort to show his capitalist allies that 
he was in control, the Hebrew w11 ote in tTune, 1931+) : 
German fascism may be oracling up. German public 
opinion is slowly recovering her breath. "The 6free 
play of ip.ea1:1 among men cannot be suppressea_ • 11 

And in AuguBt, 1938: Do not despair, wri.tee William Zuckerman. 

(Nazi anti-Semitism) is fund.amenta:p.y not a real 
product. It does not flow from the depth of the 
people's interest and feeling.l 

Bo deep was the need for a misunderstanding of the phe

nomenon tbat the failure of predictions, the dashing of 

opt:l.mistic hopes, and the inad.equacy of. analysis coula. not 

bring-:a.bout a re-evalutii. tion of th.at analysis • 

. To what degree did the new mida.le-classes of EastePn 

European background understand the Nazi phenomenon? In the 
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press of this group, less frequent notice j,s taken of 

the Hitler crisis in its early days (1930-1931) than in 

the press of the old middle-class. But there was enough 

expression of opinion to warrant a few conclusions. 

In the Index of 1930: 

If Hitler should. succeed in his ambition to es
tablish a Fascist dictatorship in Germany, it 
would. undoubtedly constitute the greatest calam:l ty 
for·German Jewryo (However, this is) not very 
~ikely (since Hitler will never join the National 
Party).8 

Q:QJ.n~on, in 1932, saw in G·ermany a 11 ghastly outlooli:.:.t' that was 

obvious--aaid Stephen Wise--to all save the professional 

optimists. Hitler may not succeed, but the forces of hate 

will continue. 9 But by· Ji.tar·ch of that same year (after· Von 

Hind.enburg was re-elected) ,_QJ21_nior1 felt a 11 lightening of 

the heart 11 --while the Hebr~ also had its 11 fa:Lth in the 

stability and pract:l.cali ty of the German people 11 renewed • 

. But. o-gin~oll cautions that Hitler is 11 more formidable in 

pa1•tial defeat" than in triump:h. 10 

Thus far it will be noted that the new middle-classes, 

while not indulging in the excessive optimism of the old. 

middle-classes, did not demonstrate a grasp of the Nazi 

phenomenon and did echo--albeit faintly--some of the mis-

conceptions of the old middle-class analysis. No inkling 

is given that Nazism ancL its concomitant anti-fJemitism is 

based on the effort of a a_ecaying, economic and socie.l 

system to preserve itself in the face of chronic crisis. 

The belief that Hitler is more formidable in defeat shows 

11 ttle ~. un.d ers tanding of government-sponsored anti-Se ml ti sm 
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in a state su.ffering from chronic a.epression. The extreme 

optimism of the old middle-classes is decried, but the new 

micldle-class is swayed to optimism by the Hind.enburg election 

and speaks not in terms of economic forces but of forces of 

hate ••• that is, the psycb.ological approach. 

But from May 2, 1932, the new middle-class press takes 

on a different tone • Hitler had gained two million votes 

in the Spring election. The ~!,was saying that as soon 

as the economic situation clears, the Swe.stika will fa.de ••• 

. J [ encl after November• expressed ex.treme optimism. But the new 

middle-class saw by May 2 tba t: 11 The clread event b.as come 

to pas.a. Hitler is in power. 1111 The answer is unashamed 

self-defence. And from this point on, the new middle-class 

a.tt;acl~ed the old middle-clans for i ti:i fooli.sh optimism {do not 

be fooled by the fact that Hitler ha.s joined Hind.en burg; Hugen·" 

12) burg is a sltght brake • From this point on, the new micldle-

class prepared for boycott and suggested that this was all the 

more reason for a World. Jewish Congress. 

This seems to be an.intuiti~e fo~eboding. There is no 

analysis of the facto:r•s underlying the anti-Semi tj.sm. There 

is an emotional reaction to the obvious tragedy, the bitter 

recognition of a new middle-class not too many years away 

from. the Czar. 

Only after Hitlerism was well-established and only after 

(signit~ioa.ntly) the American depression had giv-en cause fo1~ 

reflection--in April of 1934, did Op_;bg1:.Q.B. see Hi tlerism as 

an economic phenomenon: 
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Its roots are de~ply and inextricably entwined in 
that capitalistic economic order which is itself 
the contrad.ictj.on and the foe of freea_orn of human 
brotherhood, of peace.13 

'rhe fate of the German Jew is the 11 logice..l, almost a.utomatic
11 

fate of any minorj. ty group when social revoluti.onary forces 

are thwarted by reaction. We should beware of the fascism 

that does exist in America. and. tha.t advocates 11 politer fornrn 

of dictatorship,nl3 

And so, the new middle-class which lit will be remembered) 

reacted to the American depression with radical analyses of 

Amer•j.can soc:lety--aithough their 9 racti.cal program did not· 

flow from their radical theory--, this new middle-class also 

eventually reacted to the (}erman chronic crisis with the same 

radical analysis. It is interesting that this class 1 a tti tua.e 

towarc1s the American and German crises 1s similar in a· number 

of ways: Before the cr·isis there was no awareness of the 

economic factors in vol ved.--Mthere we.s e.cceptance of Amer• ican 

prosperity; there was also the substitution of idealistic. 

fallacies for economic facts in the analysis of Germany up 

to May, 19~32. Then after the crisis occurred., there was 

r1 adJ.cal analysis of both American ancl German society. (It 

was seen that the ne'\ilr micld.le-cl1Jss wrd.ch suffered so in the 

depression did mouth socialist phrases and its technocratic 

theories called into question the existing social order). 

But the pra.c ti cal program r;ela ting to the Americ.an ~~l German 

crises did not flow from the radical analyses. (It was seen 

that no practical revolutionary philosophy was seriously 

suggested during the ~epression but the new middle-class 
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helpea. Hoosevel t doctor up the existin'g soci.al order). 

Similarly, as will be shown more clearly, the remedies for 

Hitlerism suggested by thie class did not flow from their 

analysis of the pheno~enon. 

How were the attitudes of the new middle-class affected 

by the intereBts and. needs of that class'? The new middle-

class ·would naturally be sloi:tJ to call into questi.on. the 

very society on which its prosperity he.s been built. But 

being extremely sensitive to crisis, it w~ll under certain 

conditions become very d.isillusioned. and theoretically 

question its society. But when there is no acute crisis 

(as it appeared. to American Jewry in 1930-1 G·ex•many) , it 

will show extreme reluctance before launching into an economic 

analysis of its society. Hence, such misunderstandings as: 

Hitler is more formidable in defeat, optimism after the 

Hindenburg election. Also, after the crisis has struck, 

while there is radical analysis, there ls not a program con

sistent with that analysis, because the new mid.a.le-classes 

are ultimately commited to thHt system whlch bas given them 

their place in the sun. 

But the new middle-·class did not share the extreme 

opti.mism of the 01a_, c1.id not share the complete stress on 

the temperament of the German people. For the new middle-

class admitted that it could. happen here. rrhey admitted 

this in their Zionist ideology and in their economic analyses 

of tlie (Jerman and American depressions. They ha.d just fled 

from a land of oppression, and they did not have behind them 

the long tradition of integration. So anti-Semitism was an 



accepted fact in their existence. Why could. it not happen 

in America? Since the new middle-class could admit the 

possibility (!,!2,! the inevitability) of American anti-Semitism 

and. could accept :t'e jec ti on by the Gentile world as part of 

the facts of Jewish life, there was no necessity for them 

to swing to the hopeful optimism or the it's-all-in-the-mind 

attitude of the old middle-class. The old middle-class needed 

to preserve its belief that integration in American society 

was the inevitable Americe.n way and that anti-Semitism could 

not happen here. Because the new middle-class did not have 

these needs, it did not embrace to such an extent the 

rationalizations of its more integrated co-religionists. 

·what were the New York manufacturers and small credltors, 

the supporters of neo-Orthodoxy and the Jewish F'q_~, saying 

about Hitlerism? 

(Jvly, 19Jl) There appears to be a tendency to view 
the Hitler movement as of only temporar·y· nature. 
It is true tba t Hitler 1 s seea_ could. bear such abun
dant fruit only in times of economic d~spair. But 
it must be borne in mind that the business depression 
in Germany, which was so conducive to National Social
ist doct:t•ine s, is not a temporary occu1•ence. Germany's 
economic hardships are not due to a previous peri-
od of over-production, but are attributable to the ·1 losses incurred by Germany during and after the war. 1 } 

(And. in October) Buch economic difficulties make for 
extremist political moveI)J.ents, a.nd the future must be 
viewed pessimistically.l) 

(And in November) A great number of German industrial
iFJ ts and. busineBsmen, too, are not free from responsi
bility. ·w1 thout the firn:mcial support of theEJe circles, 
Hitler would have been doomed to failure ••• one may wonder 
at the inducements offered to ind us tries to suppor·t a 

6 poli tica.l movement which .£J.a~lll£ tq. QJ2.P.OS..£ ca_pi talism.l 
(The solution proposed in this article was to abolish 
all reparations.) 
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In May, 1932, while calling those who claim Hitlerism is 

a "passing phase" ostriches with their b~ads in the sand, 

the ~~~;r'\llll maintRins that "poli tice.l parties are the out

g:i:•owth of economic conc.li tions and. sociological changes •
11 

And these are the conditions in Germany: Worla. war I losoe B, 

inflation, reparations, and the spread of cartels elimina-

17 
ting the mid.dleman. 

As for the role of the Jew as sce.pegoa t: 

(Nazism) aims to make the Jew the target of mass 
hatred, diverting the punishment o:f those gu.ilj~~ 
for the miBfortune of the masses, to the Jews. -

So economic factors are definitely seen as the causes 

behind Nazism. And there is no delusional optimism in a 

whole ser:Les of articles on the situation in C+errnany. Why? 

'11hese are manufactur•ers and. small creditors t\ru.lting. They 

are more likely to think in terms of economic factors than 

are the middle-classes with their relatively limited contacts 

with the relations of production~ Furthermore, the recent 

g flight of this gr•oup from land.s of oppression plus their 

familiarity with economic relations would not allow the 

optimism of the old middle-classes. 1rhey are v er•y familiar 

with a gove:t>nment policy· that diverts the masses' frustra-· 

tion against the Jews; the scapegoat is understood. 

However, the econornj.c factors thltiL.underlay Nazism are 

not those economic factors which are stressed! The desperate 

need. of an economic system tha,t j_B in severe crisis, the 

desperate need to survive even at the cost of embracing 

Fascism is not understood by the F'o.!'~· Instead it views 

Nazism as a movement which opposes capj_talisml German 

~~~------------............... .. 
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economic hardships were caused by the failure of that 

European country with the moBt powerful forces of pro-· 

due ti on to find. markets for that prod.uo ti on. rl11:-iis faj_lure 

was certainly hastened by German losses in the first World 

war. But the losses of the first World War were not the 

prima.ry ct.mse as the .E.2£:YI£. would indicate .•• though those 

losses certainly contributed to Germany's crisis. It 

might be suggested. that the World War I theory of the f.9.£.Y.lf!. 

is stressed, because America (which won the War) is, there~ 

fore, in no danger of a similar catastrophe. 

'.I1he manufact;urers of coni;:mmer-goods inC:.ustriefl and. small 

creditors were certainly flourishing in Amer·ican society. 

Any analysis that would. call into question that society would 

also cast doubt on their continued pr•osperi ty. '1
1

herefore, 

ce.pj.talism is opposed. to fascism and. a World Wal' I a.efeat 

is the cause of German crisis . 

1rhe underE1tana.1ng of Naz.ism is further affected. by tl').e 

religious and social attitudes of the nee-Orthodox group. 

German Jewry, it is claimed, lacks the idealism for the 

struggle, idell.lism po~rnessed by Eastern lGuropea.n Jeli'JS. This 

lack derives from eight dece.d.es of ci.ssimU.ation, and from a 

c1esire to 11 delegate Jewishness to an inconspicuous cor•ner.
11 

The.y are so pro-G·erme.n that they vrill not make the nec(essary 

. 19 protestntionfJ. What is more, this assimilation, this sin 

of apostasy has actually caused the persecution! The prayer 

}!.-mi.J2..!l& ha to_-~ ( "becP,use of our sins 11
) is citea. to show 

'that be.cause of the 11 renu.ncie. ti on of the glorie fl and d.uties 

of. the past, 11 Nazism has arisen in Germany. 20 1
l'hese B-re fairly· 
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obvious distortions springing from those social tensions 

discussed above. 

How did. the labor groups view the crisis in G-ermany'l 

Although there were many divisions within the Jewish labor-

ing class, during the period of Hitler's rise, all of these 

groups were to some extent e:x:pressing a socialistic ideology. 

And so, the interpretation of events in Germany given by 

intellectual socialists Charles Ervin and. Ludwig Lor•e,. foreign 

experto of the J~9:_~, was in the e.slrly thirties the inter

prepation of Jewish labor in general. What WEtS the attitude 

of the AcL.y_anc_t towa.rd.s the r·iBe of Hitler? 

(July Jl, i9:n) (The Dawes and Young Plans e.re 
trying to keep life in a cond.emned man until the 
date set for his execution. The financial and 
ind1rntr•lal lords are in a plight:) Not only do 
the forces of socialism and communism menace 
their• privilege but ~ mid.a:.J~Q_~-_g~ ruined by the 
aftermath of the war, .i~ ~~ng .Ll!. it~ 1£1 with 
the li'~@.9_~~! mov~12.! led Q.y_ tli l~· (German de
pression needs more than a mora.torium on d.ebts.) 
Unless demands are radibally cut, a revolution is 
sure. And ~h~.Jl.. £.Q;~ng frg1_g_ ~1 th.~:r._ £1,_i_gg! g_r bef t 
~ill}_~ ~Q.Qj;h~£. war_. 

The criminal foolishness of the world war and the 
essential weakneEJS of the capitalist s:1rstem have 
to be liquidated. ~rhe near futu:r·e is big with 
even ts ~hE', t will further change the face of the 
world. 2 

Germany has her pollyannas the sa.me as we have in 
the Un:Lted States. 'I1hey see 11 trend.s 11 'towB.rds bE~tter 
times in the same way that our White House and the 
Chamber of Commerce see them. 11 Trends 11 don 1 t put 
food 12

3
neople 1 s mouths nor warm clothes on their 

be.eke. 

l?ascism was in Italy, and_ wild:_ be i~l evea g_thet:_ 
countcr, the last force to which capitalism will 
take recourse in the face of the oncoming forces 

. Of· labor. It is likely to be the last, and in all 
probability, the strongest bulwark of the employ
ing class against the aspiration of the toiling 
masses for liberation from exploitation and oppression. 
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It will not be long before the bourgeoisie 
parties will have to recognize the victory of 
Fascism by admitting one or several National 
Goc:l.alis ts in to the government. r11he. par ticipa-~ 
tion of the Hitlerites in the government will un
doubtedly subject the Jews in many ways to ind.ig
nities and hardehips ••• Fascism is a very real 
danger to labor, especially to organj.zed labor. 
Capitalism in Germany feels itself endangered by 
the growing strength and militancy of the working 
mas s e s • P r.~P~~-~ d !?x_ .f.~~£., .!::11 12§-.!::!i_ i e fl .9 f o a Pl:_!?-1 i s m , 
the Liberals, the Conservatives, and the Catholic 
Oen ter Party wilJ:.. unite in S\!QEO.!:ti.ng Fa_gglsm in 
the task of d.estroying the houi:ie that labor has 
built for its own protection ~nd the preservation 
of the best in civilization.2~ 

All of this in the year 1931! 

In 19~32, anti-Semi t:i.sm is callec'l the 11 trump card of 

fascism 11 and. Ludwig Lore fears that .American progl"essive 

laboJ? will be called. on to perform a duty of international 

solidarity to gain admission for Jewish refugees into this 

cou.ntry. 25 In Februar·y, 19JJ: 1irrhere is no fundamental 

difference between the reactionary non-fascists and the 

fascist react:l.onarieB . 11 The communists a:r•e attempting to 

wreck the Social Democrat party. 26 

All of these expressions come from the .Ady_ance. ILGWU 1 s 

J~~--·wi th as large a nroportion of Jews in the union as 

in the ACWA-···is virtually silent concerning the Nazi crisis. 

Owen Darragh writes in 19J2 11 1fow ·wage-Cutting IfaB Brought 

Germany to the Brink of Ruin 11 : wage-cutting means more profit 

to industry; this means more machinery, which means more un

employment.27 But Jewish considerations do not seem to enter 

into the policy of ILGWU's Justice as much as in the Hillman 

publicat:lon. Why this should be is an open question. 

Heturning to the Adva[!_~, one is struck by the accuracy 

.I 



of its predictions. 'While all other groups in 1931 were 

completely blind to the possibility of a coali tj.on between 

the industrialists and the Hitler forces with a resulting 

fascism, the .Advance saw this as not only likely but 

inevitable as the industrialists would try to save them

selves: 11 aJ.l partie 8 of capi. ta.lism ••• will unite in suppor1;

ing Fascism. 11 The middle cl~ss was seen as throwing in its 

lot with the big capitalists to save the system through 

fascism. The possibility of revolution to Right or Left is 

recognized, and. either way the end result would be war. The 

need fox• a scapegoat under fascism is seen. r.rhe possibility 

of a Jewish refugee problem is envisibned. The destructive 

role of the communists is understood. Fascism is analyzed 

as the most desperate resort of a capitalist system in 

chronic crisis .•• which leads to the statement: "There is 

no fundamental difference between the reactionary non

fascists and the fascist reactionarie~." 

So while the old middle-class was indulging in frantic 

optimism and in tirades against the German spi:r•i t, and while 

the new middle-class was paying little heed to the problem, 

the labor groups as early as 1931 were acutely aware of the 

tr•age dy that was about ta s tr 1 ke and had an accurate under·-

s tandi ng of the nature of Nazism! The final test of historical 

analysis is in its p:redic ti ve power•, and the w1~i ters in the 

AdV§:!l£.§:. were among the very fe·rtr who passed the test and 

showed an understandJ.ng of the worlo.--wide depression! 

The ability to underBtanO. current hiBtorical forces 

affeciing a given system is possible only when the analyst is 

,_ ·" '• 



not committed to that system. These socialist spokes~en for 

labor were not bound to the capitalistic system and. so their 

minds ~ere free from the necessity of giving a partial analysis 

in ord.er not to challenge the ex.is ting order. Furthermore the 

threat of fascism to the working class is direct and immediate. 

How (Ud the American Jewish community react in practical 

terms to the Hitler regime? The degree to which the different 

Jewish groups und.er·stooa. the tragedy has been discussed. But 

does each group's plan of action spring from its understanding 

of Nazism? It has been seen how the degree of understanding 

is affected by the group's social status. Is the same in-

fluence clear with regard to a plan of action to counter 

Hitler? 

What type of reaction would flow from the understanding 

of Nazism that historical perspective and scientific analysis 

have given us? With Nazism understood as the last resort>Of 

a ca.pi tali st nation in chronic crisis, it becomes clear that 

the answer to Nazism would be the r~placement of the ruling 

fascist-capitalist class by another social order. That this 

would be done by a coalition of capitalist power·s is highly 

unlikely, since their own position would be challenged by a 

non-capitalistic state. (And, indeed, the appeasement policy 

of the Western Powers stemmed from the :t'ear of the overthrow 

of the German social order. F'ur-thermore, the action of the 

Uni tea_ Sta tee after the war in blocking the socia.liz.a ti on of 

the Ruhr and in re-instituting the old. industrialists in 

their ·old positions bears out the conclur1ion that a coalition 

of capitalist states would. not solve ultimately the problem 



of Germany). Encouragement of revolutionary elements within 

Germany and a weakening of the·German state economy would be, 

it seems, a logical although futile program. For the capitalist 

nations which have the power to crush Cfarmany would. not leave 

her to the mercies of a new social order. And there was no 

way to encourage the revolutionary elements within Germany. 

'11here is a short range program that would alm not at a 

solution of the German problem but at the quickest possible 

relief for the suffering people of Germany ••• even at the 

price of a renewed rule by a few :lnd.us trial is ts as is now 

being established. This progr·am would involve the quickest 

poss:l.ble intervention by the other '!rJOrld powers to put an 

end. to the Na:z.i rule. Bince a German war economy would 

eventually conflict with the economic needs of the other 

nations--war was inevitable. Until that con:flict should 

come, a weakening of the German state economy through other 

means would. be some insurance for the victory of the non-

fascist powers. In this light, an effective boycott could 

conceivably have weakened Germany. 

(}ermany had made of southea.s tern gurope a group of 

economic colonies. The government hs.d taken over' foreign 

trade, and this government monopoly plus the proximity to 

southeastern Europe were sufficient to control the trade 

in that area. The great effort of the economy was the 

achievement of autarchy. Cellulose wool, synthetic oil 

a.na. rubber were being made. But. the G·erman economy was a 

long way from self-sufficiency. Germany was a debtor nation 

and to pay for the imports that were necessary for her arrnn-
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economy she had to cto a big exporting business ••. 
11 

ana. 

there was a great danger that Germany 1 s exports would not 

prove suffj.cient to pay for all the imports she needed. for 

her re-armament program. 1128 It follows that e. successful 

and large-scale boycott of German exports would be of some 

effect. 

History has shown that the mass meetings which were 

meant to arouse the conscience of the world did not affect 

the decision of the world powers to take strong action 

against Germany. F'or as long as Br•:i.tain a.no. France a.id. not 

feel challenged. by Nazisni., they continuecl appeasement. Anc1 

the United States State Department exercised extreme caution 

in protecting German traae intereats until a definite shift 

was taken in the direction of a firmer foreign policy. It 

has also been shown29 that the Voice of America, the protests 

of Roosevelt, were words that the German government did not 

mind so long as they were not backed by action. The so-

ce.lled. German sensi t:l vi ty to world. opinion was a pipe-dream. 

'l'he remaind.er of this chapter will d.eal with the ·problem: 

what groups within the Jewish community advocated. boycott, 

mass meetings, and Voice of .A.merj.ca techniquce •.. and. why. 

To be sure, there were otbsr reactions: Advocacy of the 

preparedness program (it will be remembered. tha.t the Jews 

reacted virtually along class lines.). The Stalinist 

United Front (this is important enough to be dealt wi i~h in 

a special chapter on Communism). Zionism or Territorialism 

(this will be dealt with in a chapter on Zionism). 

What were the reactions of the old middle-class of 
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of Ger-man a_escent'i' H.egarcling the boycott, there was a 

mixed reaction. The official position of the American 

Jewish Oommi ttee and the El 1 nai B 1 rith Grand Lodge was j_n 

opposition to the boycott, but many rabbis of this group 

and even tu.ally the Ame:i;:~c.§:n Heq_!:QW favored the boycott .. 

The Committee and B'nai B 1rith issued a joint statement: 

Governecl by the known wishes of the Jews of Germany 
as well as by our own judgment of the effect of 
certain activities, notwithstanding our own k.een 
sense of outrage ..• we counseled agaimit public 
agita~ion in the form of boycotts and mass meet-
ings • .:.. 0 

Such agitation, continues the statement, are futile and in-

effective channelfl for the release of emotion. They give 

pretexts for the prejudice to bigots, and they distract 

thoHe who should. look for• more constructive methocls. 

'Jlhe Hebrew at first agrees with this attitude a.nd cries 

for justice, not revenge1: 

Let not us Jews be seized with the Hitler madness. 
Let us cease the irresuoneible agitation for the 
boycott of Ger•many ana.· G·erman goods. 31 

A shift in the attitude of the Hebre1[. 1s soon noted. By May 

19, 1933, the editor was sympatbetic to a boycott by non

Jews. And on f:\eptember 29, the Hebr~.J!L urged. the American 

F'ed_era.tion of Labor to boycott German~r. Hy Mar·ch 16, 19'.Y+, 

the f!_eb,£~!'.. opposed only the secondary boycott, that in, boy-

cott of stores that sold G·erman goods: thiH was using 

Hitler 1 s tac tics. And on January J, 1935, the Hebr~ev~, 

attacked for its anti-boycott staml, claimea_ that it had. 

only opposed an all-Jewish boycott. Among the rank-and-

file of the old mid.d.le-class there was a split regarding 
I 

the boycott, but the :l.mpress1on given by meager · evidence 



is that a ma.jori ty of the group favor•ecl the boycott while 

the leadership opposed it. Rabbis Irving Reichert and 

Ephraim F'risch of the Classical Heform school favored. the 

boyc.ott. 32 Juc1.ge Prof3kauer opposed. the boycott ana. sta.tea. 

that the observance of a boycott that interfe1•es with Ameri

can business transactions is opposed to one 1 s duty as an 

~3 American citizen!~ 

It rias alread.y been noted that the Committee e.nd B 1nai 

B 1r•i th opposed mass. meetings. The Hebrew gave consistent 

support to this stand: German Jews who have displayed their 

patriotism through solemn protests resent Stephen Wise's 

passionate talks. These meetings only give Hitler more 

":\L material.-'~ The B'nai B'rith urged that discretion is the 

better part of valor and added that sqme of the finest 

German Jr:rws are memberB of B1 ne.i B 1r1tb. Public protests 

may ha1~m them. Antl-Semi t:l.Bm has happene<'J. before in 

Germany, and. Jews have survived. 3.5 

The Voice of America or the Conscience of the World--

these expressi.ons of public opinj .. on were widely hailed. by 

the old. middle-class as very effective weapons against the 

Na.zis ~ · Before the wor B t Naz.i a troci ties, the B 1_~:1 Rt.:g_±tl~ 

Mawl~l-11~-' in 1 ts April-May, 1933 issue, cla:l..med that public 

opinion had so far restrained Hitler. And after the excesses 

began, public op:l..nion was deemed the great chance for the 

Jews. Publisher Bro~n of the Hebrew wrote an article en-

titled, 11 Roosevelt and. Hoover Can Influence Hitler. 11 rr'l1e 

American leaders are urged to protest for the sake of 

Ame:r>ican intereots in German trade and for the sake of Ameri-
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can interests in German trade and for th~ sake of American 

investr.aents in Germany.36 The value of public opinion was 

not limited to German anti-Semitism. But after an outbreak 

of Polish persecution and after protests from various 

quarters in America, Rabbi J.i'erdinand Isserman wrote: 

Outspoken criticism of Poland in this country ••. 
will have the desired effect of inducing the 
government to restrain the extremist Polish ele
ments .37 

The United States government protested the German attack on 

the B1nai B1rith. This protest would stir the conscience 

JS of the civilized world. In 19J8, the Evian Conference on 

refugees made it perfectly clear that no nation would open 

its a.oars to a sizable number of victims of pe1·secutions. 

But the Commit tee 1 s lieQ.Q_rd hailed gvian as 11 heartening ••• 

for enunciation of p~inciples.1139 Related to the stress 

on public opinion is the faith in facts. The Anti-Defama-

tion League informed. the world that 100, 000 Je-ws were in 
l.1-Q 

the German Army in Wor•ld. War I. 

In the chapter on Tensions the characteristic fear of 

being obviously too different and the idolization of con

formity of the old middle-class was explained. This under

lies the objection to showy mass meetings, to an all-Jewish 

boycott, and to a boycott that would be opposed to American 

pol:l.cy anrl therefore unpatriotic. (Although the boy·cott 

would not vj.ola te the sense of conformity so much as woula. 

the mass meeting.) 

The psychological view of anti-Semitism held by the 

old. middle-class has been exph'\.ined. Unable to grasp the 
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econornj.c factors, this group turned to the spirit of. the 

people as causal. Just as a nation has a conscience, so 

the world. has a conscience. And the United Stfa,tes, the 

citadel of freedom for the old middle-class, by its protests 

can stir the conscience of the world. When O.errnany sees that 

the civilized world is against her, the spirit of Goethe and 

Heine will re-awaken. Therefore, government protests and 

even publication of facts are helpful. The government pro

tests can best come when handled by a few men who are 

accustomed to dealing with government officials •.• mass 

meetings a.re unnecessary.. And. so, the faith in public 

opinion is based on the ina.bilj. ty of the group, because of 

its social status, to understand the real causes of the 

crisis and. the natural substituti.on of 11 splritual" or 

psychological factors. The futility of this approach has 

already been discussed for the conscience of the world, 

Chamberlain and Dalaa.ier, were fearful of socie.l revo luti.on 

should Hitler• be opposea.. But it can be said that the 

program of the old middle-class did flow from its particular 

understanding of the O·erman cris1£~. 

A boycott, so long as the AF of L joined, would be very 

appealing to all but the most sensitive of the old middle~ 

classes. However sensitivity to being different could 

hardly be the primary factor behind the consistent stand 

of the Committee, the B1nai B1rith and men like Judge 

PPoskauer. A hint is given as J"udge Proskauer iB fearful 

of losses the..t may e.ffect certr:d.n investments in Ger•many 

and American buAiness transactions. It would be the leader-
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ship of the old mid_d.le-clasB that would have conBid.erable 

investments in Germany--th~ country of their forbears. And 

it would be, then, this leadership that should be most 

cautious rega.ra.ing any rea.11.y harmful act a.gains t Germany 

such as a boycott t For the German reprisals agaimJt the 

boycott might easily affect Je1·rish-Amer•ican investments 

in Germany·. li'urther·more, the wealthiest of the old .. mid.dle-

class were connectecl with imlustries and intereBts that had 

:lnve 8 tmen ts in (}ermany • rrhere i 8 more evidence than 1h."O Bkauer 1 
S 

hint: Lud·v1ig Vogelstein (ci tea. below) vigor·ously opposed. 

boycotts and mass meetings. He was an industrial:i.st, bor·n 

in Pilsen, ana. chairman of the J~merican Metal Co., Ltd. He 

was called by his opponents, a representative of German 

J'ewish bankers. 41 In this light perhaps the di vi slon be-

tween the old middle-class lead.ers f.mcl itB rank-anc1-file 

(a divis1on that v-rill also be noticed in the analysis of 

Zionism) can be better understood. 

Wha.t war:i the program of the new mj.d.dle-cJ.ass'? rrhe 

B 1 r~ai_B 1 rj.th J~ieSf~M~ of Los Angeles, representing the 11 ra.nk

and-file 11 new m1a.dle-clasn member·ship that was rebelling 

age.inst the C}rana. Lodge cle.imec1 that the Commit tee and the 

Grana. Loclge had intEirferea. with a. successful boycott. The 

boycott is certain to bring the German people to their 

J.1.2 senses. Jews will gain and not lose the respect of the 
4".) 

wor•ld. through the boycott . .J Ana. in Apr•il, 193L1-, OJ2ipJ:on, 

Offers evidence that the boycott is working: Macy's and 

Woohrorth' s have stopped. buying G·ermEtn goocl.s bece.use of con-



sumer resistance. A few rabbis in the Conservative 

Rabbinic Assembly opposed the boycott as a 11 not reliable 

weapon. 114Lr But the dissent to the boycott in the new 

middle-class was so small as to be insignificant. The 

Congress and lt s ad.herents vrere behind the boycott. 

The leadership of the new mid.dle-class was the spear-

head of the mass meetings. 'I1he Congr·errn C9ur:h§_J;.'.., hailed. a 

protest march led by Bernard Deutsch and Stephen Wise on 

May 10, 1933--book-burning day. 45 In an April, 1933 editorial, 

Op~l_*OQ. asks 11 Wha t Shall be Done '? 11 In addition to financial 

help for refugees e.nd appeals of the United States govern-

ment ana. League of NationB and the boycott, the mass meet--· 

ing .renders a service that is not measur•able. However 11 the 

will and the words of the men who ad.dressed it cons ti tu te a 

memorable record. 11 An editorial, written in July, 1933 

gives rrnme support to the above inference of economic . 

factors' being behind the old middle-class leadership's 

opposition to boycotts and protest meetings. The statement 

is further incl.lea tion of the tremend.ous anta.gonisms that 

were aroused between the Jewish groups over this issue, 

antagonisms tha t---i t ·will be recall.ed---11wul.d. hang on any 

intellectual peg, important or not. Ludwig Vogelatein at 

the Union of American Hebrew Congregations had stated tha.t 

the protest meetings are of no avail and violate the 

11 amenitles of western civilization. 11 Vogelfltein :ls called. 

by .Q.r.iQ1.Q.Q a representative of C~erme.n Jewish bankere.. ~!his 

is foll.owed by the generalization that cr•i ticizes: 
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•• , willful ana_ tyrranical Prussians who are Germans 
first, some sort of Americans second, and no sort 
of Jews third except as they use the Hefor•m Temple 
as a shield wherewith to guard. themselves against 
the contamination of brotherhood. with all non-·G·erman 
Jews. (May the) contemptible gesture of St§dla,gut 
mark the beginnings of the end of the Bavaro-Prussian
Jewish regime in American life. 

And so, in the heart of a controversy that concerns the fate 

of world Jewry there is clear· indication of those intra.-

Jewish tensions that are grounded in a struggle for power 

within the ~Tewish community,: the end. of the German 11 regime 11 

is the clinactic hope. 

What was the attitude of the new middle-class towards 

the Vo ice of America and the Conscj.ence of the World'? This 

group has a strong belief in the efficacy of the Voice and 

the Conscience, but this faith is shaken at times during 

the thir•ties. In F'ebruary, 1936, Q]in1o,ll ranked. the 

McDonald Heport with ~.§.££~~ and the Balfour Declaration. 

J'a.mes G. McDonald, High Commissioner of the Commission on 

Jewish and Other Refugees from Germany, resigned and gave 

forth a statement that attacked_ German barbar•ism. He was 

called, e.nother soldier in the war for humanity. This report, 

it was asserted, will arouse public opinion against Hitler. 

Roosevelt 1 s ad.drens to Congress in January, 1938 was deemed 

all the more powerful because it did not mention Hitler by 

name! 46 And, of courEJe, once America and the world had 

become aroused to the danger of Hitler, in 1938, the verbal 

protests of world leaders were hailed with even more en-

thu.siasm: 

'I.1he very outbur•st of righteousness sound.ed like a 
new lease on life to a people whose existence de
pends on righteousness.47 
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However, there is not complete idealization of the 

Voice of America. Cordell Hull's opposition to the boycott 

was attacked by Q.Qin~Qll in October, 1934. In 1937, the 

State Department had. to apologize to Germany for the 

aggressive remarks and actions of Mayor LaGuard_j.a. 

2_Ein1on_in April of that year age.in was displeased with the 

American government. But the clearest statement of the 

disillusionment of the new middle-class in its faith that 

the conscience of the world would rise up in ~rath against 

Nazism is an edi tor1al in the C~ngrefl.§. !?~~~1.~!!.!'! of December 

J, 19.37, an editorial that is tragic in its bitter a.wakening 

from a d.el usion: 

We could not visualize a democracy in whose interest 
it would be to help stabilize Nazism and discuss with 
it aree.s of expansion •.• Tod.ay we are the forgotten 
victims of a barbaric regime which is dictating its 
own terms to civilization. Our continuous victimiza
tion ·will not in one iota change the treatieB to be 
drawn up between Nazism and Democracy. 

Four and one half years ago we arose to the struggle 
against Nazism in the belief that allied with us were 
not only groups and elements in this and other' demo
cratic count1•ies, but the countr:l..es themselves, their 
peoples and their governments ••• To the democracies of 
the world functioning as diplomatic bodies Poland is 
only part of one or another possible combination of 
armed European powers. 

And OpinJon recogniz,ed that education is no safeguard. against 
Lf·8 

prejudice ••. witness G·ermany. 

It will be recalled thP.t the new mid.dle-class at one 

point considered Hitleriem as an inevitable product of a 

desper.,9. te German capi te.lisrn. The solution that would spring 

from.such an analysis would be a new social order in Germany 

Which could never be the result of the efforts of the worried 

capitalistic powers. However, as in the case of the new 

.. , 'j 



mid_dle-class program for the a,eprei;ision, practice did not 

f'ollow theory. The f'aith developed that the capitalist 

nations of the ~orld would crush the Nazi state, once their 

consci.ence was aroused.. Henne, the stress on the Voice of 

America and. the Mass Mee·tings. Had. the analysis quoted 

above really been und.erstood., the disillusionment and tragic 

tone of the Con~~ Bul]:,~_tin~.! ed.i torial would. have been 

averted. Instead much energy was spent on such protests. 

These protests did serve as a psychological release for a 

group that had to expreBs 1·1;self in some way~ It also 

served ae a rallying point for the institutions of the 

class--the American Jewish Congress and its World Jewish 

Congress. The institutions were the spokesmen for all who 

wanted to protest unashamedly the Nazi barbarism. There 

was no sensitivity at being different on the pa~t of the 

new mid.dle-class, as it is not affected by that emotional 

characteristic of more marginal Jews. 
' ! ' . There is an ambivalence in all of new middle-class 

thought and activity. A swing :from radj_cal ideas that 

question the existing order to undying loyalty to that 

order--and back again. Reasons behind this ambivalence have 

been discussea_. 

Hegara .. ing the boycott, this pressure on the Nazi regime 

coulc1 he.ve the complete support of 8.n angered new middle-

class, unafraid. to express 1 tself' and with no economic ties 

that would hinder such expression. 

Regarding the Voice of America, this was also the 

voice of the New Deal. And. it has already been shown how 
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the new mid.d.le-class was a.relent in support of the Roosevelt 

ad.miniBtration. It could. practically do no wrong.· Hence, 

a high rega.r·d for the Voice of America. 

What was the program of the nee-Orthodox school of manu-

fe,ctu1>er•s a.ncl creditors in New Yorlt? It will be recalled that 

the Fo~ stressed: economj.c factors as being responsible for· 

Nazism. It would then be expected that the1r• pr·ogram would 

stress the economic remedy, viz., the boycott. And. this 

expec ta ti on is borne out through the articles in the F'ori.1m: 

The boycott is called. the on:I:x self-defence the Jews 

have! The American Jewish Committee is severely criticized 

for its opposition to the boycott. The Committee cannot 

ad.mj.t the cruelties of the Fatherland. Why not? This 

would. be a confession that its members come from no better 

a place than do their Eastern European brethren 11 whom they 

always considered their inferiors as coming from 
1
inferior

1 

countries • 11 LJ,9 A boycott by all the people is advocated .5 O 

1rhe boycott and the stand. of the Committee give rise to 

freque11't expre ss:Lons of social o,nd relig:i.ous antagonisms: 

boycott not only G·erman-·maa.e goods but also G·erma.n-made 

J a i ,51 u .a sm. 

What about the mass meeting'? The mass meeting is in-

effective--this is the general theme, although there is 

some support for such meetings. rrheoClore. Na than claims 

that the ineffectiveness is caused by too many self-styled 

leaders, by lack of coor4ination, and by lack of non-Jewish 

52 participation. Such meetings are seldom calculated to 

motivate action. More helpful would be strengthening free-



dom-forces in Germany and. the systematic education of 

Americans .5 3 Rabbi Jung admits that evep;y· weapon, such 

as the impreBsive mass meeting, will help but will not 

save. 1l 1he Jew must retuPn to the Rock of Ages. 11 Assyria 

will not help us. ·we shall not ride the high horse 11
--

~L} 
he quoted f1•om ~a ..... 

What of the Voice of America and the Conscience of 

the World? From the infrequent references to this remedy 

it does appear that the neo-Orthodox group has some faith 

in its efficacy,. 1:L1he Evian Conference did put moral pressure 
. 5r:. 

on the democracies to allow refugees to enter. ~ And after 

an anti-Nazi ada.ress by Cardinal Mund.elaine, the :F'OJ;:1!fil writes 

11 Perhaps it is the Catholics who will finally furnish the 

solution to the Jewish problem • 11 But aa.a.s: If the Ca tho-

lies are ineffective, the problem will not be settled until 

56 
a world war; 

And so there is found in the JPorum the expected :pr·e:t'er-

ence for concrete economic action. Manufacturers and 

financiers, as has been noted, theor·ize and act more in 

terms of economic forces than do the middle-classes with 

their f ewe1' con tac ts with the relations of pro due t1on. 

Opposition to mass meetings' may be due ln pe.rt to an aware-

ness of their general ineffectiveness. In such opposition 

there are also overtones of antagonism against those Congress 

leaders who were running the meetings, antagonism against 

that Congress leadership which the neo-Ur•thodox group hud 

little part in and (as has been noted) was frequently· in 

verbal' opposi.ti.on to. 1I1he trust in G·od as the real anowe1"' 
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Hprings from the religious program of the group which will 

later be more fully discussed. The evidence regarding the 

Voice of America is too skimpy to warrant discussion or 

conclusions. 

In a discussion of the ree.ctions of the labor groups to 

a Hitler well-ectablished in power, it will be necessary to 

analyze the attitudes of the F'r:smtle~ (natj_onalistic nocial

iBts), the J"ewish Labor Committee, and the~ ~anti-Zionist 

socialists), 

In an interesting issue the Ii"r:~.t in 19:'35 presents a 

series of articles by Haymond Swing, Norman 
1
I1homas, Sidney 

Hook and Jakob Leetshinsky on the middle-class in the 

thirties. No di:ffer·entia tion is made between anti-Elemi tism 

in America and in Germany. About the Jewish middle-class, 

the editor writes: Being a minority the Jewish middle-class 

is free "from. illusions and aspirations which other middle-

classes al"'e prone to adopt • 11 Ample evidence to the contrary 

he.s already been given. Lestshinsky 1 s am1J_ysis maintains.: 

There is a crisis in world Jewry because all Jews 
in virtually all countrI"es are undergoing the 
ravages of a common set of conditions from wh~ch 
they vainly seek relief. 

'11he nineteenth century saw a trend. towards a normalization of 

Jewish economic life; there was even a proletariat. But with 

a crisis this normalization stops and the Jews are de-classed: 

The fascist national integration in the period of 
capitalistic decay again displaces the Jews from 
the framework of the majority nation, isolates 
them economicall~ and politically from the related 
social classes.5'1 -
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1rhe answer to this problem is the Jewish state, where 

there can be a normalized Jewish society. Because of the 

s trorig nationalism of this group, an.cl because of its grasp 

of social forces,--little regard is paid to the remedies 

so stressed by the middle-classes. Indeed, mass meetings 

are hardly ment:loned. And there is extreme skepticism as 

to the efficacy of the conscience of the world. After the 

Evi.an Conference, the _:[_ron_!!§L reports that 11 evc~ry ooun try 

has :lts alibi.115 8 But there is support for the boycott, the 

primary economic~ measure being taken against Germe,ny: The 

German economy needs desperately exports; therefore, the 

boycott is effective.59 

The social influences on the .FrQ.ill.:.§!..~ attitude become 

clear: The Jewish socialists, tinged with middle-class ideo~ogy 

and leadership, would be quite willing to see a Jewish middle-

class free from the "illusions and aspirations 11 of the non-

Jewish middle-class l Their labor inter•ests and J"ewish 

affiliation give strong backing to the boycott. Their 

awareness of social fox•ces place the mass meetings and 

the Voice of America (or world conscience) in tb~ir proper 

light. 

rrhe Jewish Labor Cammi ttee seems to represent a a_e-

pm"ture from the x•eaction that has been observed and will 

continue to be observed. among the working class groups. 

There is considerable optimism in a 1935 view of Hitler. 

Chairman Vlri.deck claims that Hitler cannot lae1t much 

longer. '.L1he mid.a.le-class has disd.ove:i:•ed. that it was fooled. 

'l111e ;Fourth Heich wj_ll be the expected coalition between 



[. 

., 

' 

labor• and the mh1dle-class ~ 60 On November 29, 1938, 2200 

delegates passed the following resolution that demonstrates 

the nature of the organization and its faith in the Voice 

of America: 

We consider the countries in ·which we live as 
our homes •.• As workers and Jews we will never 
submit to the idea that we are strangers in 
those countricn for which we.have worked, which 
we have enriched s.nd. for which oul"' fathers have 
d.ied.. ·we will st:r.•uggle with all our power against 
anti-Semitism seeking to impress on the minds of 
the people that we are aliens in thofle countr•ies. 

~rhe Labor Committee expPessed. gratitude for the protestB of 

almost the entire American population and especially for 

Roosevelt's historical denunciation of the Hitler regime.
61 

The Committee also published "Father Coughlin, his li'acts 

and Arguments • 11 

It has been noted that the Labor Committee is an 

eclectic organization with representatives from all labor 

groups. However, its leadership is pr•imarily non-Zionist. 

But these nre socialist non-Zionists who would have no 

seeming reason to reject Zionism only to embrace more 

ardently American nationalism. Indeed it has been noted 

that the Arbeiter C j_rcle and its publications a.re quite 

thorough in their• rejection of all vestiges of the ca.pl talis·t1c 

system. Why should the Labor Comm1ttee, led by Bundist 

VJ.adecli;: and. backed by the ArbeJ.~er Circle, embrace American 

nationalism, predict lin the face of its socialist analysis) 

a labor middle-class coe.li tion in Germany, ancl hail the same 

Roosevelt whom the socialist members constantly opposed for 

advocating fake remedies for America's social system? 

On investigating the origins of the Jewish Labor Com-
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mittee, it is discovered that the Committee did not spring 

from trie ranks of the labor organizations it represented. 

In 1931.1- at a San :F'nmcisco AFL convenM.on a Labor Chest · 

\·:as fo:r·med. Its purpose, to aid memberB of the labor move

ment who had been victimized by fascism. The Jewish Labor 

Committee was an outgrowth of this Labor Chest. Its funds 

came from the member organizations, not all of which were 

exclusively Jewish. The mo~e middle-class orientation of 

this Committee therefore becomes more explicable. A crea-

tion of the non-socialistic AFL, a more conservative tone 

may have been set from the beginning. Perhaps the Jewish 

labor leaders who formed. the Cammi t tee were exercis:l.ng the 

function of Shtaq]-an£.l to the non-;Jewish labor leaders .•• 

in a fashiori similar to the relation of Jewish capitalist 

leaders to the American government. At any rate, the 

Committee was primarily a 11 defence" organization and, as 

such, must have felt that the beet d.efence is conformity to 

socj.ety and. 1 ts attitudes. A labor committee fo1" J"ewish 

rig~1ts could accomplish very little if it proclaimed that 

the American system was inherently unstable. Hence, the 

development of a platform quite inconsistent with the 

ideology of the thoroughgoing socialist. 

But why did. the socialj.st group take over the leader

ship of the Committee? A possible explanation of the need 

felt by non-Zionist socialist leaders for a Jewish defence 

organj,zation is that Zionism was having tremendous appeal to 

the masses of J"ewish workers. What answer's could the non

Zionist~ give to the pressing problem of anti-Semitism other 
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than a socialiot future that would. be very 1 ong in corning. 

Some concrete program through a Labor defence organization--

even though at some variance with strict socialist ideology--

was needed to keep the non-Zionist socialist loyal to his 

Bund.ist id.eology· and.. his ll.~Q.ei ~?: Circle~ 

What was the reaction of the Committee towar~s the mass 

meeting? "Meetings are a result of a movement, not a jus-

60 tification for it • 11 '11his coolness towards the rnaBs meet-

ing seems to ref lee t a certain rivalry with the i-\rnerican 

J"ewi sh Congress, -v!hlch was the main organization behind. such 

meetings. For in speaking of the boycott which the Committee 

supports, Vlad.eek maintalns tha;t this technic'.UB was noi 

original vri th the Congress but orig:Lna ted. '!ith Samuel Unter-

meyer and the Jewish veterans. 

The boycott is the most effective weapon. By 1938 the 

Congress and Labor Comm:l.ttee had formed a J'oint Boycott 

Ccn.J.ncil which expo ned. C}erma.n genera tors dJ. sgu:LBed ae 

American prod.:uc ts. 62 What underlay the at ti tu.des tovmrd.s 

mass meetings and the boycott? The mass meeting would 

not be too highly favored within a labor defence organiza-

t:l.on that s treE.rned conformity and 1:-1lE,o tlw t we.s v!ell aware 

of the lack of effectiveness of such meetings. The boycott, 

on the other h2.nd., wac AFL policy e.nc1 also made some economic 

sense to the labor lea.a.erA. 

It is interesting to co·mpare the attitude of the defence 

orge.n:Lza tions of v!hich the Workinen 1 s 01rcle wan a member to 

that of the official periodicals of the Workmen I 8 Cir•cle. rrhe 

Vo1ce of 1~rnerica anct the Congoience of the ·world were scorned: 

--- --~~--~- ---- -- ""'""' 
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Yes, the democracies are to blame. Sooner than see 
working class government in Germany, they preferred 
fascism ••• Libera ti on of Germany a.epencts upon the 
German workers .•• Dare we believe that a warring 
capitalist England, capitalist France, semi-fascist 
Poland, and ~uixotic Ameri~a will set up tbB founda-
tions for a warless world7)3 

Further und.erstanding of the lack of a 11 cornwience
11 

among 

the western a.emocre.cj_e s is given: 

Why should British wink at Fascist aid to Spain? 
Clearly bece.use 1. ts 'l'ory government fears the con
sequences of a left government in Bp%~n far more 
than it doeB a F'ascj.st dictatorship • .Y · 

Joernph BaBl~:in 1 s 11 The _l\l)ffwer 11 states that the united States 

is not now protesting against Germany. But even if she 

should: 

11 The Bee.Gts of Berlin C:Lo not fear protestE.
11 

However, 

•• ,if we can figure.tively beat them over the head., 
we should do so. With.a strong economic boycott, 
w~ c~n .. obg~in the support of "many non-Jewish 
elements. 5 

1I1here is cynici am regard.ing the Ievian conference. Wr:i. te B 

Benjamin Gebiner: 

I a.o not belong to those optimist£! who believe 
thc:),t eventually a 11 country" of extrag:ga..inary 
possibilities can and will be found. J 

And.. 80' the Workmen I 8 U:1.r•cle a.emons tra te 8 an ad.equate 

analysis of the C}ermHn crisis and a long-·range unclerBtan<l-

ing of why another war is not the final answer. The Circle 

naturally is skeptical regarding the Conscienc~ of the 

WorJ.d. Its only positive action seems to be consistent 

support of the boycott •.• ancl a prayer for the Grerman 

67 worJ;;:ers. Such a program we might expect from the most 

consistently sonialist group that is not so 
11
public 

relations-conscious" as the Labor Committee. 
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It has been demonstrated that the l\rnerican Jev1iE1h 

community had varying interpreta.tions of the meaning of 

Nazism and. had varying plans with which. to combat Hitler. 

Indeed., each class had. a some1'7hP t d.ifferen t approach. 

These approaches have been d.escribed. It hcH1 been ob-

served. that the na tu.re of a particular class 1 appr•oa.ch ls 

in large measure affected by :l ts posl tion in society. Com-

mitment to class interests often makes impossible an accurate 

analysis or a real.:"u,1tic program. It would :follow that an 

awareness of claBs interestB might be e.n aid to the in

dividual who is in search of reality.68 
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'I1b.e nature of an ti-Semitism in i~merica. d.uring the 

thirties has been discussed in Cb.apter IV. It was con

cluded that in vie-t',' of the new hj_storical forces that 

were felt in the general society, a native American anti

Semi ti nm was to be expected. '.Phe frm3 tra ti on generated by 

the depression provi6.ed an ample ma.rket for the peddlerf.l of 

bigotry. Especially frustrated were the lower middle

cl~sses, and so Jews were called Wall Street Bankers and 

Cormnunists--names feared by the petty bourgeoisie. 

Although American anti-Semitism resulted from a 

capitaliBm in crisis,it was markedly different from the 

Nazi government-sponsored bigotry. The American government 

· was not in such desperate straits as to require the regula

tions of a totalitarian regime and the government-sponsored 

scapegoat that goes with such regulation. America was giving 

her people the New Deal. And there was enough reserve and 

resiliency in the economy to start the wheels of industry 

turning for a while e.nd there was the impression of prosperity. 

F'or a britJf moment the anger of the people searched for a 

scapegoat and found it in the Wall Street banker. And 

Congressional investigations exonerated the system as a 

whole by focusing attention on speculative Ill'acticeo of the 

ti ta.ns of Wall Street •.• especially the House of liiorgan. 

But soon the banker was forgotten as the little businessman 

hailed the Blue Eagle. 

1I1he anti-Semi timn :l.n America, vrhile based on the frus tra

tions of the Depression, was a tool directed ~!l§t the Ad-

-- --------------------------------···· ...... 
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ministration by forces that opposed the New Deal. In a 

successfully operating economic and social system, anti-

Semitism is always a weapon used by frustrated interests 

which are opposing the d .. ominant party. Examples ar·e 

numerous: In nineteenth centur•y H'rance the Catholic and. 

Royalist parties, being pushed out by the rising Hepublic, 

instigated. the DreyfuE! affair. F'rustra.tea. socialist groups 

in F'rance also used. an ti-Semitism. In America, the Populists-~ 

alwa~s on the outside looking in~-resorted to anti-Semitism. 

And so, in a more or less expanding stable society the Jew 

may be the object of anti-Semitism motivated by a frustrated 

minority interest. But so long as the system is running 

relatively smoothly, the government will protect the Jewi.sh 

group. The government is really the object of attack and 

knows it·. Thus, the rallying of the.· French HepulJlic and. 

all who were interested in its survival behind Dreyfus. 

Thus, the emphatic tolerance of the Hoosevelt ad.mlnistra-

tion as it attacked the bigots of America. 

The~e appear to be four divisions of anti-Semitic 

activ:1.t1es from 1929 through 1939. 

1.) Spontaneous expressions of frustration during the 

early depreasion yearB ( 1929-1932) • A .Passion Play was 

held in Sacramento, California--despite the proteets of 

Rabbi Norman Goldburg. 1 Mayor La.Guardia charged discrimina

tion in the State Depe.rtment fore:i.gn office •2· Hutgers was 

charged with an anti-Berni tic policy by the Ameri.ca.q lJ:SJbrev1 .3 

And much of the material in Heywood Broun and G. Britt's 

.Qlg:istian§. Qpl;y is tek.en from this period. 11here was no well-



organized anti-SenU. tic front; primarily there were ex-

pressions of a frustrated American populace that saw fewer 

opportunities. 

2) The Pelley Era (1933-1935). But once the New Deal gained 

power, some lar•ge inte!'ests in America were bouncL to suffer. 

F'or the government--despi te its support by business in 

general--was taking over a large1"' sector of the economy. 

And some gr•oups of prlvate en tel"'prise opposed some ·govern-

ment action. '.L'here were now powerful interests that would. 

sponsor bigots and take advantage of the large market of 

frustrations. Perhaps the antagonism of the people could be 

channeled. against the Nev; Deal. 'l'he general frustration was 

not enough enticenient for the professional bigots. But with 

the aid of financial backing by powerful interests, the hate-

organizations began. Of course, they received encouragement 

from their German cohorts ••. in the form of pamphlets a.nd 

techniques. But the conditions for their birth and growth 

were 100 percent American. 

Willie,m ,Dudley Pelley' s Silver Shirts were the most 

dramatic of such organizationA. But there were others: The 

Crusaders for Economic Liberty and the National Watchmen in 

1934 also attacked the New Deal and used scapegoats, varying 

from the gold standard to the tTew. 4 Pelley began his activity 

in January of 1933. 'l'here was a general increase in a.n ti

Semitic activity: anti-Semitic leaflets were placed in New 

York's Temple Ema.nu-el on Yorn Kippur morning, 1933.5 However, 

the organizations had very little success. Pelley 1 s activities 

ha.a_ to cease, due to lack of funds in the Spri.ng of 193L~. He 



reappea.red in August. Fa.ther Coughlin 8 s first intimations 

of anti-Semitism were heard in May, 1934.,5 However, these 

1 groups were small, anc1 bigotry was poor business. Why? In 
~ 

the earliest years of the New Deal, American corporate 

interests were very solidly behind Roosevelt. 

drawn up by the National Chamber of Commerce. 

The NIRA was 

Only the most 

bitter opponents of Inflationary Recovery (perhaps those 

largest' industries which could afford to wait longer) w,ould 

support anti-Semitic activity directed against the Administra

ti6n. Practically all of the forces of society were behind 

Roosevelt. There ~- more support for anti·-Sem1 tic organiza

tions than in the earlier 11 spontaneous 11 period--for now there 

waB a New Deal to attack. and. a few people to back that attack. 

But there were still not enough forces opposed to the Adn:1inistra.

tion to support a financj.ally· succt:issful anti-Semi ti.c movement 

on anything other than a very minor scale • 

.3) Coughlin1sm (1935-1938). The causes for increasing 

dissatisfaction on the par•t of several large groups, dis

sa.tisfactlon with the Roosevelt ad.ministra tion--these have 

been previously discussed. It has been noted that steel, 

chemicals, and cha.in store interests were opposed to the 

New Deal and to its NRA which fixed. prices and so restricted 

competition. Some of the lar•gest industries, now that there 

was a little more money in society, were back on their feet 

ana. ready to return to rugged indi vidua.lism. And so, through 

1935 and especially 19.36, the anti-Semitic movement against 

the Administration found much big money eager to sponsor its 



attack. And there were still large segments of the popula-

tion ready to listen. The New Deal had. not solved the unem-

ployrnent problem, and the lower mid.d.le-cle.ss was being hurt 

by continued inflation. 

L~) ~:he American Sp11"'1t (1938-19.'.39). There was virtually 

an\end to anti-Semi tic propaganda once the preparedness pr•ograrn 

was underway. '11he dissatlsfied elements--ma.ny of them--ha.d 

d.efence contracts. Unemployment declined along with the 

market for bigotry. So with less patronage from above and. 

with less frustration <:town below·---the ped.dJ.er of pre jullice 

faded from the picture. And the American Spirit re-asserted 

herself. 

How did the d.ifferent segments of the (TewiBh community 

react to the anti-Semitism of the thirties? While it car-

tainly was not sanotionecl by· the government, the bigotry was 

in large:i:· proportions than had. ever before been known in 

America. Concerning each class within American Jewry, these 

questions will be asked: To what degree did the class under

stand. the phenomenon of native Amer:).can anti-~Semj.tism'? What 

type of program did the class d.evelop to combat anti-Semitism? 

How did the class 1 social posi tlon influence its und.erstand.ing 

and :Lts program? 

What ·was the r•eact:i.on of the old mi.d.dle-class of German 

bacl{.grounc.l'? Was Tl!~ N~.1..9...11 correct .in its 1938 assessment of 

the attitude of this group?--

As in Germany, Jews of the business world. by and 
large share the attitude of their German counter
parts. Why should they not? They similarly oppose 



Roosevelt and fear the New Deal and denounce the 
010 •.• 'rhey cannot serve what they believe to be 
their economic intex•ests without encour•aging the 
growth of anti-Semitism at the same time.7 
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1rhe old middle-class viewed an ti-Sern:l tisrn as an 1!:].tell~g_tuaJ. 

(as opposed to a poc~.~.1) movement. Therefore, the .Arner;h_q_an 

~f?W _urges appealn to Chr•istian intellectual leaders. 'rl~e 

reason: 

Soc:tal move mun ts orlgina te in the masses and emer•ge 
upwar·ds; intellectual movements begin at the top 
and work downwards.A 

'.I1horefore, one cannot 11 solve a hateful 'problem by ••• a mass 

meeting with resolutions . 118 J·ews who spread ~. of anti

semitism are actually causing more prejudice.9 Father 

0oughl1 n is IB!2.2.X'..?·..P.Y..: 

Truly this pr•iest knows not~ what he is doing; and, 
though we forgive his ignorance, the crucifixion 
through his insidious attack is nevertheless ac-
complished. JO _ 

This psychological interpretation of anti-Semitism steers 

clear of a.n a'nalysis of the connection between bigotry and 

society. This psychological interpretation, it will be re~ 

called, is similar to the attitude towards Hitlerism. Anti-

Semitism there was an ev-il :idea. But in Germany the idea 

was encouraged by the G·erman spirit. How did j, t take root 

in America'/ 

American anti-Semitism was a product of the German 

spirit! Certainly not native American, it is of alien 

origin. The decline in American anti-Semitism in June, 

1934 is viewed as the result of troubles in (}ermany 1 s F'ascist 

r t 
11 novemen • Actually, as has been explained, the limited 

funds available in this Pelley Period were running out. The 
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B 1~ 11.Xi th M~g__~~-in_~ answer a a a ta temen t. by John Haynes 

Holmes that anti-Semitlsm in A1nerica will increase if 

economj.c conditions become wo1• s e with an emphatic No ( ! ) to 

the question: 11 Can America Go Anti-Semit:Lc'l 11 'I111e mernori 

of the klan is too recent (Again, the mental approach). Jews 

will stand courageously together. Ana., finally, the chief 

fomenters are German-Americans. Therefore, anti-Semitism in 

America is an imported product. 12 And still in 19J6, when 

anti-Semitism seemed very native, the H§..b~.e_yJ. believed the 

contrary ••. as evidenced by an article entitled: 11 Prejudice--

the Alien Enemy: Religious and .Racial Bias :1.n the United 

States is an Undeslrable Alien that Should be Deportea.. 111 .'.3 

The view of anti-Semitism as an intellectual and an 

alien movement led to a tendency of 1t·~can 1 t--happen-here 

optimism apd even it-isn't-happening-here delusion. Reports 

of anti-Semitism among university students (those who have 

~he most learning and intelligence)--these were denied as 

rumors. 14 The most striking evidence of the inability to 

admit na.tive anti-·Semi tism .1.n the face of reality was the 

a tti tuc1e towards the elections of 1936, in which the Lemke 

anti-Semitic ticket received almost one million American 

votes. 11 Ame1•ic.<rns knew counterfeit when they saw it. 1115 

So said the B~ai B'r-~th. And the Amer.tcan J"ewish Committee 

stated that ~he last election shows the decline in anti

semitism since America did repudiate the demagogues. 16 

So the old midd.le-cle.ss viewed anti-Semitlsm as an 

1ntellectual an alien movement--·a movement that coulcl not 

happen here. 
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What program furnished the answer to the problem of 

anti-Semitism, acco:t:'ding to the ale. middle-·class? 'rheir 

program was quite consistent with their e,nalysis of the 

phenomenon. If anti-Semi·tism was an intellectual movement, 

the answer lay in the direction of better 1!.!l?-ersta.~ and 

of statistics. Two approaches to better understanding can 

be detected by an examination of the old middle-class's 

periodicals. From 1929 til 1933 a quiet and conservative 

approach was stressed.. But with the emergence of well 

organized anti-Semitism in the Pelley Period the tactic 

wt:J.s che..nged. to vigorous exnosure of all facts. But before 

lr33, the 11 bad.11 facts were minimized and better understancl-

ing was carried on in a quiet and friendly way: 

~:he Anti-Defamation lJeague in 1931 concluded. that the 

best answer to anti-Semitism was a 11 quiet, dignified, and 

friendly appr•oach to guilty parties •11 
• 

11 Prof'essional J·ews 11 

should not magnify r·umors of anti-Berni tj.sm •
1

7 The Am&.r_iC.§.:.11. 

tfebr~ p:r.oud.ly ·took cred.i t for the removal of the slux•s on 

the term, 11 Jew, 11 in Roget 1 s '11 h_~fi!?.:.V.ru§_. 18 The fact that 

Ohrist1ans helped. raise money for the Cincinnati J'ewH1h 

H (j' j t 1 i t i l9 osp .. a was g ven grea pra se. Better understanding 

seminars were considered the most effective of techniques 

used to alleviate anti-Semitism: 11 Better understanding 

seminars reduce heavy toll exacted by misund.erstana.1n.g
11
-

was one subtitle. 20 11 A Conference of 1:L1ranscendent Irnpor

tance11 was held by the National Conference of Chl"istians 

and Jews. Dr. Francis J. Haas, director of the Catholic 

Social Service School, stated: 



We come together not to impugn one another· 1 s 
belief, but to, :l.nd"ict · the forces that preven~1 us from.living and working happily together. 
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A December issue of the Hebrew has what e.mounts to a 11 Who
1
s 

Who among Gooc1 Christians .11 22 An·~:i-Sem:l. tisrn in centers of 

learning is reluctantly recognized, and better vocational 

guidance of Jews is suggested as a remedy: 

••• the Ainerican Jewish organizations which are 
constantly echoing th~ cry of anti-Jewish dis
crimination in admission to medical colleges 
should instead. study the situation from the point
of-view of vocational guid.anc·e, rather than from 
the aspect of anti-Semitism. (Parents) should be 
informed that other fields of professional en
deavor, as well as ~Qmmerce and industry, can be 
pursued with honor.-j 

1-1 When non-Jews cannot enter a medical school, they go else-

where. But disappointed Jews cry aµti-Bemitism.
24 

·. fi While the inte~lectual 'program is continued during the 

1933, it takes on a much less· apologetic tone4 By 1935, the 

Hebr~ is oppoBing those who advocate voluntary vocational 

restrictions by the Jews through more careful vocational 
25 

guidance--the very program the Hebre1:[ earlier advocatedo ~ 

Immediately upon the appeare.nce of the well-organized Silver 

Shirts, the 11 quiet, dignified, and. friendly approach" to 

the guilty par ties we.s dropped. And. the .H.~_b.J:ew became one 

of those gr•oups that spent a great amount of words echoing 

tales of anti-Semi tlc c1.iscr1mina tion. On September 8, 19.33 

began a series of' sensational exposures of the Pelley 

organization. Its contacts with Hitler were stressed, and 

its anti-administration goal was pointed out. Dut the many 

evidences of the use of the Jews to discredit the NH.A did 

not imply to the Hebre11. a na ti vo anti-Semitism that was 
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American born and bred. Alien influences were still the 

primary cause .26 And the solution seen by· the He1?_rev~ was 

to §JC...12.2..!2..~ the sinister forces.
26 In the same issue, .~ 

Kampf was ce,lled. li tera.ry poison, and the g_eb~ vigorously 

opposed 1 ts translation into lGnglish by Houghton-Mifflin ••• 

again the fear of the l:_d.e~. 

'11he vigorous exposure of facts of anti-Semi t:Lsrn was 

joined to a statistical denial of the ar~llnents of.the anti

Semi te. After Coughlin had denounced Bernara. Baruch as one 

of the wicked Jewish bankers, the He}?rew pointed out that 

Baruch was not a banker. 

This, we are confident, Father Coughlin himself 
will now admit and regret, especially when h~ry 
reads the statistics displayed on this page.w' 

There is constant concern with F~ther Coughlin 1 s arguments: 

We a_emand of Adolf Hitler and F1ather Coughlin 
that they give us facts and. figure B that wiJ.l 
stand up in an impartial court of' evidence.28 

At the t:Une of the Popult:lr l!,ron t, the An ti..:Defama ti on 

League published ma ter~Lal to pr•ove that Jews are not Com-

29 munists. ~ 11here is an account of the American Jewish J:i'edera-

tion to Camba t Communism and Fascism, founded j.n October, 1938 

~ and led by lawyer Milton Solomon. The organization claims 

to be fj.ghting 11 an American struggle, on .American soil, to 

be wage a. by Americans for• the pre s·ervR ti on of American idealfJ 

and the American form of government. 11 30 So Conformity is 

part of the program to anawer anti-Semitism. 

:F'lowing from the belief that American B.nti-Semi tism is 

of alien origin is the Hebre~~~§. proposed legiala ti ve pro

gram: It should be unlawful to advocate the destruction of 



the United States government; all foreign representatives 

should register; the Secretary of Labor should have the 

power to shorten the viBits of anyone here on a temporary 

visa; it should. be illegal to advise any member of the 

military to disobey regulations; United States attorneys 

should be able to proceed against anyone who holds a Oon

g11ess:LoneJ. Committee in contempt.31 1rl1e Heqr.~JL opposed. Con-~ 

greesman Dibkstein 1 s investigations of anti-Semitism as 

being publicity-seeking and asked instead for legislation. 

'.el'le American Jewish Congr<ess :favored the DickBtein investj.ga

tion.32 

Stemming fr<om the inability to gr·aep the nature of 

native American anti-Semitism, the old middle-class was 

frequently assured by ite leaders (as was n~ted after the 

1936 elections) that there was no need to fear anti-Semitism 

in America. After Father Coughlin was recognized as an anti-

Semite, Rabbi Ferdinand ·Isserman celebrated the Passover by 

speaking on the f::1ame platform wi tb F'ather Coughlin before 

the National Union for Social .Ji.rn tice. 11he rabbi was 11 in 

s;ympathy with mu.ch--but not all·~~of its program. 11 33 

The closest the old middle-class came to a realistic 

program may have been in statements by the 1\mer•ican Jewish 

Cammi ttee: Our 11 only salva tion--d.ernocracy • 11 111I1l1.e welflU'e 

of minorities is more than ever dependent upon the mainten

ance of dernocra tic idee.ls • 11 J4 But such a prog1•.:u11 vrnuld 

stop with the generality. 

In resume, the old mid.dle.:..class pro gram flowed from i. ts 

analysis of anti-Semitism as an intellectual movement imported 
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from abr•oad. Better ~W.~ndinE in a quiet way was 

replaced by a bold.er expose of factE?.: the outbreak of 

organized anti-Semitism seemed to call for more vigorous 

measures. And these measures were still along the lines 

of s1~tis~igal rofutat:lon anc1 g..Q_9d .![il~. meetings. American-

ism was the Bure remedy, since a.n ti-·· Semitism was an imported 

prod.uct. Publication of J·ewish patriotism and. an anti-alien 

legislative program were thought to be effective • 

. It remains to discuBB :ln what way the analysis which 

underlay this program was influenGed by the social statue of 

this class. It ha.s already been shown that thiB same class 

viewecl German anM.-Semi M..sm as a result of the G·erman mind. 

and spirit, because a. recognition of more basic social 

;; factorn in Germany would hD.ve challenged thelr position in 

.American society. Why thie~ group, in 1 ts flight from reality, 

seiz.ed upon the gpirit of a people has also been discussed.. 

A recognition of the social factors underlying American 

anti-Semitism would have challenged the posl ti.on of this 

group in American society. 

The old middle-cl.ass had. found salvation in America. 

Here was the land of :i:.'reedom. The American economy had 

, , welcomed their for•efathers and had. v.relcomed. them. Any 

inference that H tresses inherent in the. t economy would 

cause a significant amount of anti-Bemitism--such an in

ference wo.uld be saying to thls group: integration into 

Amer1can society may yet be thwarted. It has been shown 

that anti-Semitism increased in America as the economy 

matured, a.s there were less opportunities because of the severe 

- -·--~---------------------
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depression. If the old middle-class admitted the possi

billty of a collapse of the economic structure and with 1t 

the inevitable elimination of opportunity for minority 

groups, then thei~ class position (or more likely, the 

posi tj.on of their grand.children) would. be challenged. Then 

all they had worked for e.nd. strived for, their a.dherenee to 

the American ideal and their idolization of conformity--all 

these things would be for nought. It iB no vtonder that such 

a group--unwilling or une.ble to ad.mi t the reality of social 

facto1•s in their true light·---would turn to psychological 

interpretation. And this psychological interpretation 

• necessitated the bringing of the idea from abroad--cince 

the American spirit was guiltless. 'l1his inteJ:•pretation 

also led to a program that was bound to be lneffectj.ve, since 

it was based on faulty analysis. 

What una.er•ste.nding did. the new middle-class have of 

American anti-Sem,i t1sm? And what progre.m did it a.dvoca.te'? 

Its understanding combined the psychological interpretation 

with what very often seemed to be .a total· grasp of the 

economic factors. Anti-Semitism in one editorial is an idea 

that is imported from Germany and in another article is a 

native American product of a capitalistic syRtem in crisis. 

'11his dual approach that is superficially contradictory is 

apparent in the published statements of this group. First, 

the psychological analysis •• ~ 

Anti-Semitism in the Socialist movement against Morris 

Hillquitt was bemoaned: This anti-Semitism is based on 

11 primi.t:l.ve pass1ons 11 the elimination of which is the object 
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3.5 of radical movements. James Waterman Wise diagnoses 1933 

Pelleyisrn: "Success breeds imitation. 11 Although Amer•ica 

is not Germany, Americans should oppose the foothold 
16 

That is, anti-Semitism is imported.-' Fascism is gaining. 

An a.nti-Bemi tic e,rticle by Theoclore Dreiser in the Na~,!011 

shocked the liberal Jewish world. But QJ2iI2:1Qn, assured 1ts 

readers that Amer:l.ca.n liberalism would never be the pawn 

for a fascist state. As evidence Hutchins Hapgood 1 s e,nswer 

to Dreiser• in the Nation was pointea. to .37 During the year 

of bigotry, 1936, Rabbi Philip Bernstein in .Q:piniol}, assured. 

the Jevrish community that seven years of ~epression have 

proa.ucea. no fundamental changes. Landon j_s no F'ascist and 

Roosevelt is no socialist. There are no realistic feare 

for the near future. The campe.ign simply brought a.lready 

existing prejudices out in the open: 

Bo if toc1ay the inexplicable mood of reaction which 
has mad.e those who have benefi tea. most from the New 
Deal, turn bitterly against it and especially against 
the Jews in it, the position of the ~ew remains es
sentially unchanged.. This too will pass.38 

And, as was believed by the old middle-class, the election 

renul ts of 1936 showed the Ame:r•j.ca.n people 1 s 11 disinclination 

to be swayed by religiomi pre .iudi.ce • 11 39 (With the exception 

of 700, 000 of' them.) Lou.is Lipsky speeJ.rn of "alien influ

ences ••. finding nests in American political life,11
40 

However, there lo a current of analysis that takes 

into account economic and social factors at the rlsk of 

challenging the nature of the current social order. In a 

1931.j, edi toria.l which asks: 11 ShouJ.a. Jews be Haclicals '? 11 

Opin_ion emphatically answerfl yes: Only through revolutionary 
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efforts can an end be made of arraying race against race. 

The Jews will find inevitable allies in 11 m1ne, and mill 

and. farm and slum • 11 'l'hey need not worry abou.t being linked 

with the radical ••. it is a term of honor: 

Even on the lowest level of self-preservation it is 
obvious that the very safety and. sux•vi val of the Jew 
is bound up with the defeat of li'ascist and reaction
ary forceB and the emergence of an economic order 
based not on tbs price-system and the profit motive, 
but on a socialized control and directaon of the pro
cesses of production and distribution .. 1 

F'asci sm is not limited to Germany. There is a :F'asci 1rn1 in 

America that ad.voca te s 11 politer forms of die ta·torship. u41 

California vigilante anti-strike activity is called American 

F'ascism: 

The economic conditions which called it forth a~e 
latent in evel'y community in the United States. 2 

This becomes an anti-Semitism tha.t cannqt be fought by 

reliance on the "good sense and good humor of American tem

perament •1142 Max Lerner identifies American anti-Semi tj.sm 

with the tendenciEHJ toward.s reaction in this count:r•y. 4 .3 

Stephen Wise attacks the American Jewish Committee for its 

I 44 assurance that there is no .American anti-Gemitism. 

A very interesting analysis which was awarded second 
./ 

prize in 9p1nion 1.f!.. contest (the best essay on 11 How to Combat 

Anti-Semitism in Amer1ca 11 ) was written by Rabbi Joshua 

Trachtenberg. An acute awar·eneEJS of the social fa.ctol'H is 

combined with a. prog:r•e.m that admittedly does not take those 

factors into account: Anti-Semitism cannot be eradicated 

without 11 demol1shing the Americo. we live in ancl buildj.ng a. 

new one. 11 Why'? It is a 11 d1sease :i.ndigenoua to our economic 

system, which goade the underprivileged, in their ignorance of 



the operation of social forcea, to exact payment of the 

eternal scapegoat, the Jew, for the iniquities of the 

system itself • 11 What is rea.lly needed: 

A revolutionary revamping of our social system 
and the elimination of those economic relation
ships which are responsible for Bocial inequali
ties and injustice.-

If one fights against anti-Semitism, he robs the ruling 

class of its scapegoat etnd hastens the doom of capitalism. 

However, this is nti practical program: 

(J'ews) are not, ]?]L yirtu~- of t.h_eir !1._conoJ!1iC ,in~s~§_, 
prepared to advocate so radical a solution of the 
Jewish problem. 

Therefore, another appeal must be made to Jews: 

The fact that our position is bound up with the 
preservation of American rights and principles 
is our greatest source of str·ength~ 

Apologetics do no good. But ma.1..-.e the churches see that they 

will rise or fall ~"'i th the Jew. Ed.uce.te America for cul

tural pluralism. 4.5 
1.rhere is the feeli.ng after such a rad_ica.l analysis that 

the solution proposed are offered as almost a futile gesture. 

But the article crystallizeEl the problem of the dual 

analysis of the new middle--·class. It demonst1•ates that 

even following a radical analysis, a radical program is not 

porrni ble because 11 Jews are not, by virtue of their economic 

interests prepared to advocate so radical a solution to the 

Jewish problem." Thie, of course, refers to the middle-

clasB Jews. And. so, the program of the new middle-class 

falls in line~·-!!.Q.1 with the cu:r•rent of a.nalysi. s that takes 

into account the social forces that und.e1•lie native American 
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anti-Semitism, but--v-Ji th the current of intePpretation 

that st:r•esses the idealistic natux•e of bigotry and the 

German influence. Such a program lee.ds to ea.uca ti on and 

legal action and statistics. 

This dichotomy of analysis and program hao been found 

previously in the new middie-clase 1 attitude tawards the 

depression and towards Hitler.
46 

And in those cases as herein, 

the factor behind the dichotomy is the vulner•abiJJ.ty of 

the new mida.le-cJ.e,ss in times of criBis (plus perhap8 its 

recent exper:Lences of lGaster·n European pe:r;secution) combined 

with its essential dependence for social status on the con

tinuity of the existing social s;>rstem. But ·exactly vJh&.t 

was its pr•ogre.m'? And how did 1 t differ from the program 

of the old middle-class'? 

Stephen Wise answered Father Coughlin with rhetoric 

and reason: 11 I refuse to believe that you are rea.dy to a .. o 

a great wrong, in 01·der to achleve what you believe to be 

a gr· eat right. 11 Wise disproved Coughlin 1 s aJ.lega t:Lons and. 

demanded a retraction by the priest. Coughlin 1 s answer to 

Wise: Am I anti-Protestant because I criticize a Protestant 

1+7 muni t:lons-maker? 'l:he American Jewish Congress compilea. 

statistics to show tha:t liJ·ewish economic control in the 

1+8 United States (is) a myth • 11 'l'he winner of the first 

prize in the contest on how to combat ant:i.-Semi tism was a 

Christian, H. c. Engelbrecht: There are two types of antl·

SemitiBm. ~.'he 11 malicious 11 type can be destroyed through 

Chris ti~:m legal action. rl.1he 11 ignorant 11 type can be d.e s tro yed. 

thr•ough ed.ucation, of the Chris ti an educators who are at the 
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But thePe were some marked. differences in the approach 

of the old and new middle-classes. The old midclle-class 

did use statistics and arguments in a greater quantity than 

did the new middle-class. The approach of the new middle-

class was of a more outspoken nature--even before 1933, 

when the old middle-claee was advocating caution, quietude, 

and d.~gnity: · 

11 Speak out frankly ana_ boldly .115 O 

This was the cry of the Congress as early as 1930. In 1931 

Stephen Wise warned that good will may be 11 an attitude or 

pose • 11 He ce.lled grotesque thoE1e ,Jews (the Hef?...r.~x:!) who 

pick out Cbr·istians as 11 most aggJ:>essive or effective of. the 

51 year 1 s goodi;·Tillers • 11 J. X. Cohen, whose study of anti·-

Bem.i tis.m provided. much of the Cong1•ess 1 data and analysis, 

cri ticizea_ the American Jewish Committee and the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations for minj.miz.ing economic dis-

crimination. All discrimination should be publicized and 

52 there is need fol" maximum open discussion. ~ r11his was Btill 

1931. In 1932, Wise criticized Alfred M. Cohen for being 

satisfied with a few cuts in the movie,. "King of Kings. 11 

The whole movie should be f.J,bolitihed.5 3 

After 193:3, the old mid.dle-class became much more out-

spoken, but even then their public protests were less dramatic 

than were those of the new middle-class. Mass meetings to 

protest Hitler were out of the question. And the Dickstein 

commtttee 1 s sensational publicity· of anti-Semi tic evidences 

(hailed by the CongPess) was opposed by the old middle-class. 
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The new middle-class was much more concerned than was 

the old with the rights of other minority groups. QEini.Q.Q 

hailed the par•ticipa.tion of Samuel Leibowitz in the Scots

boro case. As a member of minority group, the Jew should 

54 support other mino:r.•i ties. No mention of the Scotsboro 

case was founa. in the old m:l.ddle-class periodJ.cals una.er 

examination with the exceptj_on of a rep9rt of anti-Semitism 

directed against Samuel Leibowitz, lawyer· for· the victims .,55 

Agi.ta tion in alliance with other minorities ·whose cause Jews 

share--·this was a program proposed by OI?ini.9.l!. in October 19340 
. 

Cultural pluralism was spoken of by Trachtenberg. And in 

February, 1939, QQl_gion hailed the liberation of the labor·-

martyr, Tom Mooney. 

Franklin Roosevelt was in 1936 and 1937 hailed as the 

answer to American anti-Semitism. Despite a letter written 

by Warburg to the contrary, the supporters of ~tpslor1 are pro

German-·-so stated the Oong~ss MJ:~t~n;56 11.1he anBwer· to 

anti-Semitism is to lir).e up with the forces for soclal 

justice, viz .• , the New Dea.1 • .57 Of course, the old middle

cla.ss, many of which were opposed to Roosevelt a.t this time, 

could not hail him and his program as the answer to anti

Semi tism. 

But the basic difference between the programs of the 

01a. ana. new mida.le--classes is that the new middle-·class pays 

no heed to the great urge for conformity to the gene:i:•al 

society felt by the older group. In speaking out frankly 

and boldly (as in 1ts mass meetings), there is proud non

conformity. And in identification with other minority groups 
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there is the admission that the. Jews are a minority group, 

kept out of some aspects of American life just as are other 

minor-i ty groups. 'l'he new middle-class, being less integrated. 

into American society than the old and also having an Eastern 

European background of a more secularistic Jewish culture, 

would Quite naturally adm:i.t that it is a distinct minority 

group. Wher•eas the old mid.dle--class, with its stress on 

integration and conformity' 1rrould. be loath to admit or to 

emphasize its position ns a mj_nority groupo The old. mid.dle-

class was raised in the melting pot, but the new mlddle-

class speaks of cultural pluralism. The factors behind the 

old middle-class' stress on conformity have already been 

discussed in the chapter on Tensions. 

And so, the new middle-class viewed anti·-Semitism at 

times as the result of social forces in a straining economy 

and at times as an alien idea. The.psychological interpre-

ta tion formed the basis fol" i tB main program of education 

and statistics, of frank exposures and. allia.nces with other 
~· 

, ~ minority groups, of ad.here nee to the l\f eV'J Deal w The old 
t -

middle-class (for reasons discussed) could not go along with 

the social analysis, stayed behind a little in the dramatic 

public exposurea and in the aid given to other minorities 

and in the identif1cat1on of tolerance in America with 

Franklin Roosevelt. There is emerging a pattern of dichotomy 

between theory and practice in the new middle-class point-of-

view. This was ascribed to its vulnerable position in 

society and its dependence on that society. 
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What were the i.nterpreta tion anc-1 program of the neo

Orthoclo:x: group of New York manufacturers a.na_ Eima.11 cred.i tors 

as expressed in the .E9Y..B.!!! and the ~:..c.?.Q..ls'i' Three contra

dictory factors seemed to them responsible for American anti

Semi tism: It we..s an alien idea--importea. from abroad and 

not native; it grew out of American conditions--it was 

native; it ex.is ts becauFJe of unfortunate J·ewish actlvi ty. 

The a.ichotomy that was noted in the new middle.-cle.ss 1 

analysis is founcl a gain: anti·-Semi ti sm is a purely alien idea 

at one moment and a native growth at another. But the neo-

Orthodox group seems to stress the psychological inte1~preta.-

tion more than did the ne-11r middle-clasf3. 

11 Anti-Semitism is not American. '11he very nature of our• 

~ system of government is against it.115
8 

In America anti-
~ 
~·. Bemi.tisrn grew up with competi tlon and wlth an j_nfh~:x: of 
t 

Ge~tilas from Central Europe. The Christian is jealous of 

the Jew's wealth and his ability to adjust.5
8 

And an even 

more j_dealis tic view: Hatred accumulates through the cen-

turies. '11he Phoenicians had hatred., the Homans had hatred. 

In this tradition there ls the same idea of hatred today~ 5 9 
(An idea through time) . And still in 1938: 

The NcFaddens and Winrods have discovered that 
their Hi tler--like methods will not brinB them 
victory in an American community; that newspaper 
men and other liberals (!)will always oppose 
them; that j_ t is .§.1£.~~ns 12, !he Ame:r_:.icar!_ spii.:,1 t to 
accept campaign documents breathing racial or 
religious hatreds.bO 

Some of the formative forces affect:Lng the American spirit 

of freedom a~e discussed: 



Not only have the people of the United States 
been saved from the pathological aftermath of a 
crushing military defeat, but they are insensi
tive to the lure of terri toria.l agg1•and.izement, 
rnili taristic prowess, and the racial i.deologies 
rampant in H~urope ••. (our) yearning for freedom 
was quickenecl by the refreshing cont%r_ts with 
the raw environment of the frontier. 

It will be recalled that in the analysis of Hitler Germany, 

the affects of World War I were stressed. In this way, 

America--the vie tor in the i:J"ar--v-rould. be free from prejudice; 

therefore, anyi-Serni timn becomes an imported prod.uot, alien 

to the American spirit. "While an economic analysis--Hlbei t 

not a complete one--was G'iven of the plight o:E' the Jews in 

Germany, a primarily psychological interpretation was given 

But.an economic 
~.- _ _....,.. .. i,_~ ............ ---.. -

atteEI!! J:E. ~ j~UJEb. ~n~. 

Still, beginning in 1936 when a native anti-Semitism 

was undeniable, there were some attempto to understand. what 

native conditions gave r:l.frn to prejudice. It c.an happen here, 

a.dJni ts the F'OI'..1~.!!l• 62 And. while germo of prejudice are spread 

by agents of Nazi G·ermany and. F'i:tscist Italy 11 as well aD by 

our native fascists, depressed economic conditions make this 

cou,ntry a good breed.ing ground. 1163 There is n connection 

between fascism and big busine8s, even in America. Knudsen 

Df General Motors is quoted as intinating that fascism has 

eolved the nerman economic problem. 64 Still no analysis of 

the American social system as thorough as was found in the 

new nii6.dle·-·clarrn 1 interpretation is forthcoming. Sirnilai•ly, 
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during the depression, the new middle-class offered a more 

raa_ical analysis than did. the nee-Orthodox group. .As has 

been suggested, the new middle-class is in a much more vul-

nerable position in ca pi tal:Lsm the,n is the consumer-goods 

manufacturer. This greater vulnerability may have caused 

the new mid.dle-clgss to examine more cri ti.cally the El"..dsi ting 

social or·der :1.nte:r•ests. But QQ!I!]:_~·~ does the neo-Orthodox 

group seriously--even theor•etically aB does the new rni.cldle-

class--challenge the existing social order. 

The third interpretation of anti-Semitism is the 

farnilia:r• Q-.!11112.rax hE.:..~.Q.-en.,Y;,: because of the sins of the 

Jews. And ·what were the sj.ns of the Jews'? Engaging in 

activities tha.t challengea_ the class program of the neo-

Orthodox grou.p. What was that program'.? Strlot adherence 

to the existing social order on which the prosperity of manu-

fac turer and financier, rabbi and Mizrachi leader was based.. 

Acceptance o:r American cultural standards and the amenities 

of Wes tern secular civilization. (This could be compared 

to the respectability of the English Orthodox l~epharclio 

comm.unity) . Maintenance of Orthodox ~Judaism and its i.ns ti tu-· 

tiOnEl. 

When Jews do not accept this three-fold program, there 

is persecution. Regarding the social order: Jews are per-

secuted, because they have gone astray after communism, 

sodialism, or othsr spurious ideas. Tbs Christian then 

11 instinotively feels the sin of the Jewish people 11 and uses 

them ar.:; h1 s scapegoat. 6.5 Hegarding cultural ste.ndard.s: 

Jewish conduct should be rnor•e proper, for 11 snobbery, condescen-



sion, overbearing haughtiness, preclude the spirit of 

equality.11 66 The Jew should help "eradicate those 

67 mannerisms which tend to create anti-Jewish feeling." 

Hegard1ng Orthodox Jude.ism: 11 It is in a combination of 

true tra.ditj_onal J"ud.a.ism with true usefulness to humanity 
68 

that a true remedy to Jew-hatred is found. 11 And the 

01.!.t:l.:.Q_gk agrees with 1 ts adversary, OyrufJ Adler, that the 

11 best e.nswer to false racial theories (is) a str·engthening 

of Jewish religious life in America. 1169 Here is clear evi-

dence of a class program influencing its interpretation of 

reality. 

What prog:r•am dia. the :b.,or:i?.:m group advocate? 

~rhe psychological inte1'pretation of anti-Semi ttsm 

would naturally lead. to c,n ed.ucn tional program. And so the 

remedy to prejudice is seen :l..n 11 a complete overhauling of 

the educational process." The belief in the guilt of the 

Jews for the death of Jesus should be eradicated fr•om the 

Christian· mincl. 'I'here is need therefore for the p1~o:paganda 

of truth. 70 A frank a.d.miss:l..on and. disclosure of all facts 

71 of prejudice is advocated. · 

From the superficial interpretation of bad economic 

conditions being related to American anti-Semitism comes a 

vague program for working against bad economic conditions. 

Nothing specific .is ment1oneCL. Ha bbl ,Joseph Lookstein main-

tains that good will meetings are artificial anc..1 i:ili 11 not 

help. But working with Gentiles against poll ti cal col:'ruption 

•· · ~ aipd for irncial justice--this w:l..11 alleviate ~tnti-Bemi tism. 72 
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Jews should_ 11 work in concert with all anti--fascists • 11 73 

While the ne-w mida.le-class had. ~ more thorough social 

analysis of the problem than d.id. the neo-Urthodox gi~oup, 

itB vague program Of working for social justice was O"Ui te 

sirnilHr to the vaguities of the For~. 

A final aspect of the program reflects the acceptance 

of anti-Semitism as a fact of life and yet the d£sire for 

more integration into American public life. A Jewish non-

sectarian medical school is advocated against the opposition 

of James Marshall who fears the Jew would then be a 11 self-
. 74 created alien • 11 Endo1~sement of disorirnina ti on is not in-

volved in alleviating its effects.75 Better vocational 

gu:l..dance is ac1voca tad: there ai-•e simply too many ~rewi sh 

lawyers.7 6 Despite the inability to recognize anti-Semitism 

as springing from basic strains in the social order, it is 

recognized &.s a fact of life by those Jews who have r•ecently 

come from Eastern European persecution. 

But despite the acceptance of minority status, the 

group 1 s desire for integration lead.s to a st:i:'ess on con-

formity regard.:tng manners (as has been noted) and a be-

moaning of the :fact tha.t 11 social discrimination against Jews 

has become an important problem ••. even in these free and 

liberal United States.79 The same author is pleased that 

there are so many Jews in publio life. r.rhe Anti-Defamation 

League and American Jewish Congress are wrong in their j_n-

~ tellectual appeal. Th£y should use more of an emotional 

appeal: fair dealings with non-Jews, participation in civic 

affairs, love the stranger.78 
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This seeming contradiction between an acceptance of 

segregation and a passion for· conformity to American society 

is explicable in the light of the peculiar position of the 

cle,s s. 1l'he complete id.oliza tio n of conforrni ty that is fauna. 

in the old mia.dle-cJ.ass would not be expected in a group -so 

close in experience to the Hussian pogrom and so much eh1bedded. 

(no 't! in the in tegra.ted ,Jewish social s true ture o:f Wefitern 

Europe but) in the semi-autonomous social structure of 

Eastern European Orthodoxy. But while being a product of 

such a. sub-culture, this group, by virtue of its new economic 

position was: :I'apidly becoming more marginal in American 

soc1e·ty ! And so, when compared v.Ji th Orthodox co-reli.gionists 

who are less integrated into American life, the neo-Ortb.odo:x: 

group appear to be pa trio tic conformists. 'I'he Baltimore 

Orthodox Cbuncil protestea. against Daylight Saving 'l'ime ., But 

the li'orum solemnly warned that this American cnrntom should 

be accepted and spoke of a 11 eense of responsibility towards 

Jewry.11 79 Hence, the dual attitude towards conformity and 

integration. 

'l'he 11 Jewish profei:rni.onals 11 --the.t heterogeneous class of 

welfare workers described in Chapter II·--had two main ap--

proaches to the problem of anti-Semitism in America. One 

analysis waB pr·ovicled by the group that has been called 

the 11 universalists. 11 'l'his is not an evaluative term but 

simply a label used to desi.gnate those vrol'ker·s who for 

whatever reasons (perhaps they were well-established in the 

non-Jewlsh social service world; perhaps they came from old. 

ii8~1i 
t~·~,~\:./t~l' . 
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middle-class German background) did not adhere to the 

ideologies of an organic community or of Labor Zionism 

but were simply social v!orkers for Jews without joining 
I 

in an elaborate effort to })r•eErnrve the Jewish culture. 

Another analysis was provided by the Reconstructionists 

among the workers--many of them Eastern European immigrants 

t-}nc1 very often the leaders of the feder•a tions th.at needed. 

the Reconstructioniet rationale to assure the prospering 

of their organizations. 

The universalists were stronger in the early thirties. 

They understood anti-Semitism to be bound to the existing 

social order: 

(The J·ewish problem) -is an expression, a function 
of the general econom:i.c pr•oblem and will be solved 
only wh§B the problems of the total population· are 
Bolvea .• 

Ha.:r•ry Lurie in an art:i.cle entitled, 11 Cri tice.l Social Si tua--

tions, 11 offers the following analysis: 

It is not in the raplrn of labor that the most acute 
f'o1·m of the problems of i nter-grouv pre ,judices and 
conflict is to be found. (But higher in the economic 
scale,) competition is keener, oppor•tunj.ties mor-e re
strictec1 ana. there· to a sharper awareness of the d.if
f erence s rather than of the common qualiti er:i of the 
human be:i.ngB in the group ••. It is particularly in a 
period. of economic crisis that these irrational ele
ments become i::1.ggre.vi:;.ted and ma.y even be seized. up by 
vj.cloufJ groups as poli ti.cal instruments for• d.ivert·
ing economlc conflicts to the interests of particular 
economic groups. 

But the New Deal is no salvation: 

This program is in part adventurous and in part op
portunistlc. From the stand.point of exact economic 
and pol:l. tical principles the program is vague, un
certain, and in some respects confused ••• 

T.iurie 1 s solution: 
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It is clearly the task of educators and religious 
leaders of all faiths to clarify these critical 
socio.l problems of existing and potential gr·oup 
conflicts in terms of the economic component. To 
emphasize ·historical and. psychological aspects, 
tr•aditiona.l pre judicee a.na~ other phases of these 
conflicts is likely to blur the essential elements 
and. to distract from, rather than ad.vance, nound 
solut:Lons. 

The difficulty which is faced. by all a·t this 
time is the lack of a clear integration of ideas 
concerning racial, r;eligious, and group relationships 
vri th the econom:l.c factors which are involvecl in the 
creation of these problems. Some of the difficulties 
arise out of the fact that association v-ri th and. pre
ference for the status quo leads 1.n to an optimiom 
about the existing econom:l.c arrangements whj.ch :l.s 
unwarranted. Becau.Ge of this optimism there is an 
inclination to dissociate the problems of group re
lationships, such as between religious groups, from 
those of economic class conflj.cts, with an enr:;uing 
inability to recognize the relative ineffectiveness 
of halfway measures and minor expedients. 

A real contribution can be ma.de in this field 
only by emphasi:z.ing clearly the economi.c factors 
which are fund.amen tal to group re la tio nships. A 
social system which is striving desperately for 
equilibrium on the basis of traditional economic 
principles :Ls a tina.er box which may explode smolder
ing religious and. other pre jud.ices. Everything pos
sible must be a..one clearly to set forth the fact that 
an equitable economic system can be achieved only 
through an economic organization8~f the whole com
munity of workers and producer•s. 

A year later a report made before the National Conference--

in apparent agreement with Lur•ie 1 s theory--cri ticiz,ed the 

defence programs of the American Jewish Committee, the American 

Jewish Congress, an~ the Re-dlstributionists. (The Re-

constructionists-minority wrote an addendum to this report 

which will later be discussed; therefore, this report re-

.. _presents the wo1•k of the universalist group): 
~9 The concrete activities of the American Jewish 

Committee are determined. by the social and. economic 
position of its lea.a.ere anct their conception of the 
underlying cause of anti-Semitism. As a result the 



Committee confines itself to advocating goocl-will 
talks and conferences, discussions with govern
ment officials, and with appeals to the reason of 
the American people. It has not a word to say 
about the rise of reaction against other sections 
of the population which p~ofoundly affects the 
status of the Jevr. By fostering the bel:lef that 
anti-Semitism can be eliminated by a mere <:i.ppeal 
to Americanism, the American Jewish Committee not 
only is naive but has no claim to leadership. 

As a result of the recrudesence of anti-Semitic 
activity in Europe and its rise in this country, 
the (American Jewish) Congress has adopted a 
policy that is more aggJ.1 e tl si ve than that of the 
Oommittee ••. But to this day its program has not 
placed the problem of anti-Semitism in its proper 
perspective by :E'ighting a gain.st the ·whole onslaught 
of fascisms. 

Concerning those who would re-distribute Jews in the economy: 

We must remember that this economic planning, if 
it can be called. that, attempts to work out a 
solution for the J"ewish group T.rJithin the confines 
of the present economic system. This presents a 
situation wherein the Jew is aa:vised to go into 
agriculture at a time when millions of farmer·s are 
being forcecl Off the land. rl'he attempt to interest 
J"ews in home~1tead farming can only mee.n their re
duction to a peasant existence. Even in as large a 
city as New York where Jews figure prominently as 
employers of labor, it has been definitely stated 
that no ind~strial openings of any numerical signi
ficance are available for Jews. (Therefore, this 
program) of economists and. communal workers ••• is 
obviousiy impossible. 

After this devastation of other defence programs, what does 

the committee propose? Fight for civil liberties and against 

reaction. More specifically, this means for• social insurance, 

hild 1 b 1 :l 1 t 1 tl tl i t h ~··eek. 82 
c . a or e g . s. n on, 1.e - 1. r · y .. our '" 

There is also to be expected among social workers the 

psychological approHch to prejudice: This is not to be con-
' fused with the pseudo-psychological expla.na tions of those 

groups 1r1hich holc1 the mentality of' a people to be causal. 



Prejudice is based on !3. learnea~ tendency to withdraw from 

11 the other •11 One 1 s own superiority :Ls ohown through a 

11 pre-judging of someone who is different. 118 .3 It would 

follow from the psychological approach that association 

of groupB that are d:Lffer•ent would. help alleviate prejudice. 

If prejud.ice is projection against a group that is different 

and the indJ.vidual is made to feel through associatlon that 

the people in that group are not so d.ifferent after all, 

then his fruBtration will be more evenly distributed and 

not direc tea. spec:l.fically at that group. And Lillian Wald 

maintains that through association one learns the law of 
. 81+ 

brotherhood. 

This psychological app1•oach does not contra.diet a 

social analysis if it is seen that under certain social 

conditions the frustrations at large may increase so that 

the psychologically oriented program becomes impossible. 

In other words, the degree of association possible is 

determined by social conditions. The effectiveness of 

association should be placed in perspective. 

The basic difference between the Re~onstructionist 

program and that of the universalists is found in the 

addendum to the report of the Committee before the 1936 
:~ 

~ National Conference. This minority report, signed by 

.. 
" 

Harry. Baron, Abraham Duker, and. others, maintained that 

fighting for economic emancipation is fine but ls not a 

sufficient program. 'I1o carry on this fight the Jews need 

an adequate group life. They should, therefore, use their 

11 cultural differentia 11 : their history, language, and. mores 
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which are based on 11the ideology of a social system which 

would. eliminate the evils of capitalism • 11 J?or exs.mple, the 

Labor Zionist ideology in Jewish tradit1.on gives group 

strength and an ideology opposed to the existing order.
8
5 

But it is true the.t the Hecon@.~JZ.119tionisl has the same 

social analysis as has the unlversalist group. After a 

discussion of Father Coughlin, an editorial states: 

But the problem lies not BO much in the men that 
lead. such movements a.El in the condi tion~ 6 th.at rimke 
people look to such men for leadership. . 

rI1he way to f'ight anti-Semitism is not by 1•efuting specific 

charges but by ·working 

for a social order in which the general economic 
security will remove the basis for anti-Jewish 
discrimination and by cooperating ••• with all those 
liberal forces th'3. t are endeavoring to di~Qover the 
nature of religious and racial prejudice. f 

:ti:xactly what these liberal forces. are :lB·notmade clear. 

The very lack of an immediate program springing f~om 

a radical analysis---that is, a program tru1t could. be carried 

on by· a group bound so intimately as are social workers to 

the existing social order--thj.s ~Y.. ].ac_t;_ may have led. to 

the Reconstructionist 1 s practical plan to alleviate anti

Semi tism: an or•ganic community that could facilitate voca

ti.onal re-distribution, that could. establish a Jewish medical 

school, and that could provide the spiritual and material 

sta.qi.ina for a harriea. Jewish comrnuni ty. Of courBe, the 

form the plan took was obviously influenced by the already 
\ 

existing Reconstructionist program. Vocational redistribu-

tior.t so that Jews would be in all classes of society would 

fit into the pl~n for an organic Jewish community. The Jewish 
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mea.ical school end the cultural defences (whatever their 

rationales) cert~inly were part of the plan for a self-

sufficient communal orgnnizatlon that would support such 

institutions as many of the Reconstructionists represented. 

In his 11 Planning for Jewish ~conomic Welfare, 11 Ben 

Selekman assumes 11 the continuance of the ca.pit alistic 

system but opera ting under m:\.ld social controls 11 and. pre-

diets more restrictions of Jewish opportunity. He then 

recommends economic redistrlbution programs of an experi-

mental nA.ture: 

F'irs t we can 0,na. should use whatever energy and 
influence we may possess to help the forward
looking elements in the country wrest from the 
government and the timea the maximum social gains 
for a.11 the people, even while we set up simultaneous-
ly defences for our own people aga.ins t specifio a.o:ngern 
that threaten them. Second, ·we can and should so 
strengthen our own cultural and spiritual life ... 
the.t they will furni::.:h both the supports against 
our hardships and the agents for converting them 
into spurs to the battle for social justi6e. 

rrhe mass of men ancl women cannot wait for funda
mental programs of reconstruction which it may re
quire decades to bring into existence. 

And thls impatience .smd pessimism with the status n_uo leads 

him to streos the re-distribution program: 

Overconcentra tion in ·white collar• jobs, in the pro
fessions, in g~all business and in cities--(this.is 
the problem.) . 

such re-distribution can come about only in an organic Jewish 

community. 89 Mordecai Kaplan outlines the following program 

which he maintains can be carried out only in his organic 

comrnun:L ty: hove the urban unemployed into farm-ind.us try 

coopera tl ve comrnunl ties; sponso1· e.ccurate voce.t:wnal guic1ance 



in accor•dance vi th openingn; have efficient Jmrish employ

ment agencies; fight for· employment rights everyv;here. 90 

Bchools, the Hec9rrntruc~ofl:ist states that the only answer 
91 

is the organlc community with itB own schools. 

Admitting the.t 11 suffering and fruntratlon (is) lnci-

dental to the social crisis, 11 the Hec.Q.:..nstr];2:C tJ:on.~.flJ. claims 

that 11 material and spiritual r10eds 11 cE.n be achieve a. only 

through a communal organiz.a ti on with a creHU.ve ideology. 9Z 

In commending a vocational guidance program in New Orleans, 

it warno that thlB is only part of the survival plan.~. the 

Reconstructionist philosophy will supply the rest. 93 

It has been 1-:1hown that the pr·ogram to combe.t anM.-

Semitism fit well into the overall program of these federa-

ti on lead.er•s. The voe a tional re-ad.,jus tment plan assumes i;r.rha t 

may be the basic fallacy of the Reconstructionist program: 

that Jews can form a commu.ni ty of any d.eE3irable nature if 

they will it, regardless of the conditions in the outer en-

vironrnent t Such an o.sEmmpM.on is seen in the historl.cal 

a.m:i.lysis ·which aseurnes that the .Jewish cornmun1ty has been 

throughout the generations democratic. It io seen in the 

belief that in an oligarchic anti-Semitic world, a demo-

cratlc Jewish organic eommunity can exist. It iB seen in 

the belief that in a society in crisis, re-distribution of 

Jews would be both possible and beneficial. The truth 

would neem to be the.t the role the tTews play in the economy 

is determined by the concli t lon of the economy. J~nd. if ther·e 

is to be any voc~tional re-distribution, it will be determined 
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by social conditions nnd not by a small e;roup of Jews. 

Furthermore, as a univerealist pointed out, a Jewish farmer 

in time of economic crisis would be in.as sore a strait as 

a shop keeper. 

In Chapter VI j_ t was obBerved. that the J"ewish 

professional group-~d.ue to its ul tirna te depend.ence on the 

exl sting ora.er--would not advocate seriously a radical 

program. However, its position in society enabled it to 

see clearly defects in the system. Hence, the radical 

theorizing of both universalist and Reconstructionist 

group. Hence, the vague program of the universalist. 

Hence, the program of the H.econstructionist that flowec.l 

not from the analysis but from its class needs. 

What were the j_n terpre tationB given by the various 

labor groups to the Americ1:m anti-Semi tiE.rn1'? 'I'hey were 

unanj.mous in agreement that there was a native an ti..:.semi tism 

that was basea. on social con<U tions in Amer ice,. The Ad.V0;Q,£e 

spoke of 

a rash upon the sociat. organism, symptomatic of 
its incipient decay.9~ 

Fascism cannot be imported; it must spring from local con-· 

d_i t:Lons •.• and from a failure of the Tr10rk.ers to deal with the 

9L1, 
criois. 

Howev·er injurious a.nti-Serniti.sm is to the ,Jews, it 
is even more destruotive to the very life of pro
g~essivism, labor, and democracy.95 

Anti-Semitism among farmer and laborer is fed by the anti-

pathy of these groups to the mid.a .. le--man and by fundamentalj_stic 

r·eli.gion. 95 
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Labor groups v:tewec\. native Americe,n an ti-Semi. tism 

ai:i socially caused., becau.Be they were vrnll a.ware of America 
1 
s 

claso conflict and could quickly see the uoe to which anti-

Semitism wa[~ being put--both as a weapon fol' diosatisfied 

corporate interests and as a salve for the petty bourgeoisie. 

But to understand the differences in interpretation 

and. progre.m of the Labor· Zionist gr>oup and of the Soci.alist 

anti-Zion:l.st, it would. be well to recall the attl tu.des of 

these groups towarc1's Hi.tler and. the Americ~=rn doeprer:H.iion. 

The Zionist group ad.hared to American and JewiBh na tlone.lism--

as their more mid.clle-class background. seems to have faclll ta ted 

a reluctant acceptance of the Roosevelt patriotism and pre-

parednens progre,m as well as. an enthusiastic acceptance of 

the Zionist program. The anti-Zionist was more consistent 

in his opposition to the New Deal and did not accept the 

preparedness program before World War II had broken out. 

Zionism--another middle-class ideology--provided no a.nswer 

foI' theoe workers of long standing, many of whom came from 

the Menshevik Bund. 

'11he !]'_QQtier presented a radicEtl and e.t times deter-

ministic analysiR of American antl-Semitism: Anti-Semitism 

rises with fascism--thiB idea originated. nQt with the Com

munists but with Nahman Syrkin. 96 The use of anti-Semitism 

by dissatisfied corporate interests is clearly seen: 

If the polltlcal advisors of the Morgans, the 
Rockefellers, the F'ord.s, a.nd. the Nellons decide 
tbD.t anti-Semitism is the best smoke-screen be
hind which they can ride to power--they wlll 
whistle for NcFadden ••. and let the Jews take the 
rap.9? 
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The financial racket of Coughlin ie understood, as in his 

use of the most effective name-calling devices: Coughlin 

ltnows the facts butwa.nts money from the Mellons, Fords, or 

Morgans. Baruch is the scapegoe.t. 11 This time it is fJ, 

banker. Next time it will be a Communist ••• The trick is to 

confuse the people, play the savior."98 Examples of native 

fascism are given, from the American National Labor Party 

to the incident in which Los Angeles police attacked hobos 

in 19)6 ••• to Coughlin 1 s Cl1r1sti.an Unions. 99 There j_s a 

note of determinism in an editorial of August, 1936: 

The Fascists hate us less as Jews than they love 
us as mascots of thei.r s t:r•u.ggle fo1• power• ••• We 
shall be treated as the laws of social conflict 
exact. 

What was the program of the Labor Zionist group1 

were unalterably opposed to the facts and figures of the 

1l'hey 

.American J'ew:lsh Commit tee and. Ariti-Defama ti on League. rrhe 

ADL is criticized for its belief 1n the 11 magic efficacy of 

facts and figures .11
100 

The gentlemen who fear that the Congress will furnish 
anti-Semites with further ammunition are not being 
discreet. They are being madly utopian. They acsume 
that Jew-hatred moves on a rational plane and. may 
therefore be affected by :r'eason or persuasion. lOl 

The Jewish War Veter·ans anti-Communist slogan i£~ opposed with 

the following metaphor: 

IJ.1he lady who proclalms her virtue though she be an 
authentic mgSJ..el of chastity, aa.a.s 11 ttle to her 
fair name.J. 2 

As for the group's positive program: Zionism con-

sti tu ted. its main feature, since the Jew in the Diaspora 

could do little about the laws of social conflict. But 
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Zionism was not enough: Jews should unite with other 

nd.nori ty grou.ps: 

America 1 s minority groups ar·e both the last promise 
of Ameri.can life and the first battleground for its 
barbarization.103 

'I'he New J"ersey· Homestee.d project in which tv.ro hundr·ed Jewish 

families formed a. cooperative was a heal thy £1tep t owara.s 

normalization of Jewish economic life.
104 

But the plan for 

economic re-distribution did not seem to be stressed or 

taken seriously by the workers or leaderB in the Labor 

Zionist movement. It was stree~ed primarily by social 

worke:r'El 
105 

such as I. Rubinovr who had. joined the movement. 

1r:t1e thought that tole:r•ance could be taught in truly demo

cratic schools was expr·esHed .• 106 But the general impreEJSion 

recei vea. is thctt these progr•ams are looked. upon cynically and 

that the only significant effort is the work for a Jewish 

state. 

The ~J?.el ~!3£. Circle would naturally share the radJ.cal 

analysis that anti-Semitism is bound. up j,n the crises of the 

capitalistic system: 

If the New Deal fails to keep the capitalist system 
working here, then the bankers and industrialists 
like their ilk in Italy and German~, -Will not hesi-
tate to subsidize these groups.107 _. 

[The only salvation is] a strong radical movement. 

So Zionism another capitalist nationalism cannot be a solu

tion. 'l'his group alone was a.enying that the preparedness 

program was the answer to Hitler's anti-Semitism: The Jewish 

praise being given to Roosevelt's condemnation of atrocities 

is 11 danger•ous applause, 11 for j_ t is sanctioning e:l. capitalist 

preparedness program a.ncl it makes the ~Tews forget their under-



standing of all anti-Semitism: 

We forgot entirely the reasons for anti-Semitism •. 
We applaud.eel when they Baid. it wao due to conflicting 
ideologies. Is it a question of 'theology7 We applaud
ed when they said it was due to teutonic barbarism. 
Is it a question of anthropology? No one that mattered 
said th9.t 1 t was Rn economj_c problem. Still 1rre applaud.-· 
ed.. Dorothy 11hompson became the heroine of Amer•ica 
and the darling of American Jewry. Bishop Manning and 
Cardinal Dougherty becnrne the guardian fl of Juclaism. 
Sena tor Va.ndenberg and. fJ'.1om Dewey became the 1unerican 
spok.esman for equB.li ty of rights anC.. civil liberties. 
And., of course, }.., .D.R. was first in the sounc1 of our-
applause. · 

In between pogroms we carefully study the phe
nomenon of anti-Sernj_ tism. We compare it to the 
ha trecl of the Negro in the South nnd othe:t' cheap 
labor or scapegoat minorities. We come to the con
clusion that ita cause is economic. We agree that 
fascism in whatever form looks for a whipping boy 
and thcl t wherever convenient the Je-w serves that 
purpose. }'L~ also .~gre~. thE:i:J?. :!'.:!) t12: the decline of 
Amer:Lcan ca:r2.1 tai_ism ~cher::.£ will 2~ ~ a tteE.12_~ at 
reaction. With this reaction will come the loss 
ofCivTI rights, persecution of minorities, a 
search of a scapegoat; a.nrl that scay>egoat will be 
the 1Tews ••• (ancL so) }::@_ g:f.'fe1: ~j..alism. 

When there will be a cho1ce between some American 
Fascism and some form of workers• collectivism, where 
will our' heroes of today stand? Are Vandenburg nnd 
Dewey going to stand with true democracy or with big 
buslne SB and. its necE)ssary slogan 11 take Americct back 
from the Jews 11 ••• Also where 1i!:i.l;LB1varburg and Straus 
and the other rich Jews stand?lO 

Here then ia an analys:ts ·1rJhich assumeF.:J that America will 

not find the answer to the problem of ovePp:rod.uction of 

_produceP-goods inc1ustr•ies R.nd. that the result will be a 

period. of reaction and. anti-Semit:i.sm ln which the American 

capitalist will desperately se~ to retain his wealth and 

his sys tern. Bince these American officials 1;ho are be lng 

applauded represent capi ta.llsm v_rhich, acco:r:cl.ing to the A:r.:1?.:~J:!~ 

C ire le iB the cu.rren t cause uf anti-Semitism, then applause 

of the ))ronouncementn of these lee.d.erG i.s irdangerous.11 



I· , 

229 

And. how cRn f:!Ocialism be achieved'( By working wl th 

lill:e-mind.ed workers throughout the world. The ~lY.. F'Q.£..-:. 

wa:r_£--when Vlad.eek ·was general manager---wrote: 

The Jewish que Btion must be solvea_ in the lands 
in which Jews live, by cooperating with the 
laboring and progressive masses of other nationali
ties .J.O_, 

'I'he distinctio:t;.i should. be drawn between the ez:pressed. 

a tti tua.e of the 9£:..ll ( offic:LaJ. organ of the Worl!.:men 1 s Gil'•cle) 

and the attitude of tho JewiAh Labor Committee. The Call 

otates that 11 the work of the Jewish Labor Committee is our 

1 "' htL t i t tj '' it· Pnd .. fascir-,•m.11 110 worr .••. r:Lg ·:ng a once aga:ns an .. - ... )em ism,,,~ _ 

.And the leader of the J'LC was a member of the Circle~ How-

ever, here the similarity in point of view ends. For, 

despite the official adherence of the Call to the JLC 1 s 

policy and. analysis, it has already been shown (in Chapter 

VII) that the Committee engaged very vigorously in the 

11 dangerouo a.pplause 11 of which the Gall Juct uarned., b.ad 

great faith in the Voice of America and the Conscience 

of the W~rld, answered F&ther Coughlin with facts and 

~1rguments, and proclaimed the phr·ases of middle-class 

America. The ~l, it haEJ juBt been shown, rejected. such 

a prograrn e.,ncJ. the analysiB 'ljThich it lmplies. The reasons 

for the differences in the views of the C§Ll.=l:. and. the J"LC 

have also been discussed. 

All labor groups saw American anti-Semitism as a 

native growth due to social conditions. The socialist 

groups thought these condi t:l.ons wer•e chronic ( 'l'he more 

conservative unions and especially union leadership worked 

in the New Deal for- an elimination of those conditions). 
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But among the socialists, there were some who felt 

Zionism to be the only realistic program lwhile other 

techniques were mentioned in passing). And. the more con-

sistent socialists felt tl~t only socialism would be the 

answer: They spoke neither of Zionism nor of the work-with-

minority or voca tional-re-~distribution method~ that were 

mouthed (how seriously is not certain) by the socialist 

Zionists. 

This concludes the discussion of the analyses ancl 

programs formed by the different Jewish classes when con-

fronted by anti-Semitism in America. Social influences in 

these analyses and.. programs have been poin'Ged out. By 

understanding these influences a more objective view of 

reality may--it is hoped--be gained. 
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IX. UONMUNISM AND THE AMERICAN J.EWlSH COMMUNITY 

1rhe reactions of the American Jewish community to 1 ts 

major p~oblems during the thirties have been discussed. 

Those major problems were three: the crisis in America's 

economy, the advent of Hitler, and. the rise of na:t1 ve 

American anti-Semitism.. These problems may be considered 

one: they are all related to the world depression th.at 

shook every nation during the thirties. 

In the analysis of Jewish react.ions to these problems, 

three aspects of those reactions have been purposely omitted 

thus far. Ther•e were thr•ee ideologies already established 

before the thirties that offered solutions to the personal 

and. social stresses among the Jews. Those id.eologiea were 

Communism, Zionism, and Judaism. In the following chapters 

'an attempt will be made to discover what underlay the proposed 

solutions offered by these ideologies and to discover how 

responsive the different segments of the Jewish community 

were to these solutions. 

It will be recalled that a considerable number of Jews 

and. non-Jews were attra.ctea. to the Communist ; .. :.~movement 

during the thirties. Disf.latisfied workers, groping in

tellectuals, and declassed bourgeoisie werE.J among those 

attracted to the Communist Party$ In-this chapter, two 

questions will be posed: What was the solution of the 

Communist Party? And among which groups of Jews were there 

ind.i viduals who, while not Party members, were sympa the tie 
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to the ·movement and, misunderstanding its real nature, 

were enthusiastic members of 11 front 11 organizat:tons sponsored 

by the Party'l 

The basic policy of the Communist Party throughout 

the world is to prevent the emergence of successful work-

ing class governments in every country. For if such 

governments were to emerge, then the leaders of the Com

munist Party in Moscow, that is, the rulers of the Soviet 

regime, would have a difficult (if not impossible) task of 

continuing their subjugation of the Russian people. For the 

big selling point of the Russian government for its oppressed 

masses is tha.t Russia is the one place in the world where 

the proletariat rules. All other countries are in a state 

of capitalistic degeneration. Therefore, the Russian people 

should. unite in support of the Soviet government to maintain 

t ana .. strengthen the Soviet state which is having such dif-
i 
~-

fioulty in st world of degenerate capitalist ste,tes. I:t' those 

capitalist states ever worked out a solution to their problems 

or established democratic socialistic governments, the great 

diversion that is keeping the Soviet state afloat would be. 
1 lost to the Russian ruling hierarchy. 

In the light of this basic .principle of Communist 

Party policy, the following discussion of the Communist 

attitudes towards the depression and the New Deal, Hitler 

and American anti-Semitism, and Zionism can be understood 

as not a series of conflicting and contradictory pronounce-

ments but a very consistent policy which underlies" the 
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curving Party Lineo It will be noted that a second (though 

less impo:i:•tant) determinant of the Party Line in aJ.fferent 

countries is the current policy of Russian foreign diplomacy,, 

In the period under discussion there were two major 

shifts in the Party Line e ?,ne, after the secu:r•e establish

ment of Hitler and two, after the Stalin-Hitler pact. First 

the period before the success of Hitler will be discussed. 

It will be recalled that in 1929 the American Communist 

Party favored a policy of militant dual unionism. During 

the depression and through the early New Deal, Norman '11homas 

was called a "social fascist. 11 Roosevelt was anathema. The 

words of Communism were antagonistic to all other parties: 

The Republican party wishes to save the capitalist 
system by helping the rich without any concealment. 
The Democratic party wishes to save the capitalist 
system by helping the rich under the demagogic dis
guise of helping the 11 forgotten man • 11 'The Socialist 
Party wishes to save the cap2talist system by giving 
it a social-democratic mask.· 

The capitalist press treats Norman ~~homas as a gentleman and 

a scholar. He is given a police escort, while William Foster 

is clubbed.. Therefore, the Communists are the only truly 

revolutionary party.. Socialists and social-democrats are 

fakers. 2 This policy was sure to have the following result: 

Lef·t-wing workers, normally sympathetic to a revolutionary 

philosophy, would be in a dilemma. Many would :return to 

their traditional social-democratic movement and be alienated 

from any revolutionary activities. Some would join the 

Party. Surely any revolutionary ener•gy would be under the 

safe control either of the mild American socialist pai•ties 

or of the Communist Party which had no intention of starting 
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a revolution. Finally, the American labor movement was 

thrown into further turmoil so that any radical democratic 

·workers movement was out of the question. 

This Line was continued through the early days of the 

New Deal. Roosevelt's program was called: 

An intensive extension, with its tempo dictated 
by the deepening crisis at home and internationally 9 

of the basic program of Wall Street imperalism ••• 
multiplied exploi t!.;i. tion of the v-wrking class and 
quaa.ruple oppression of the masses, Negro and White. 3 

What was the Line towards Hitler a.uring this period? It 

is well known that the Communist Party split the working 

class in Germany and. prevented any successful attempt to 

prevent the rise of Hitler to power. 'I1his program paralleled 

the efforts to prevent a successful American working class 

movement. In the Ne,:! M~. there is a studied silence con

cerning Hitler--as though the American workers should not 

examine too closely what was happening in Germany. (They 

might discover the secret of the Communist Partyo •• ana. many 

of them cUcl) • 

What was the Line toward.s anti-Semitism in America at 

this period'? 1rhe New Mal!.§_~ evinced no interest in anti

Semi tism at this time--either German or American anti-

Semitism. 

What was the Line towara.s Zionism at this period? A 

strong anti-Zionist and pro-Arab policy was frankly stated. 

After Palestinian Communists instigated the Arab riots of 

1929, an article in the Morgan Fr·eiheit stated: 

Guilty! Th~ overwhelming majority of the Jewish 
population in Palestine, directly or indtrectly, 
consciously or unconsciously, in a larger or smaller 
measure, has been engaged in colonizing and ex-
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plaiting a foreign country for the bourgeoisie in 
Palestine and abroad. They all did their share1 to 
step upon the exploited but undefeatable Arabs.~ 

· And a :month later: 

Jewish immigration to Palestine is possible only5 
under conditions created by British imperialism. 

Therefore~ not only Zionism but all Jewish immigration to 

Palestine should be opposed. Thie attitude flows from the 

policy of forestalling~ successful working class movement, 

such as one that might spring from a Jewish socialist state. 

A further factor was the prevailing anti-British policy of 

the Soviet foreign office. 

But with the success of Hitler a change was called for 

in the Party Line. The working class at last saw clearly 

that epli te1 within the labor movement had. allowed Hitler to 

gain power and that the Communists had been instigating 

those sp~its. No workers at all would be attracted to a 

movement that would not cooperate with those "progressivett 

forces that were combatting Hitlerism. So, in order to 

remain a movement, in order to survive ~s an active organiza-

tion--the Communist Party had to join the fight against 

fascism. A factor that reinforced this anti-Hitler policy 

wi:..ts the Soviet state's growing fear of German military 

aggression. But this was a very secondary cause, as that 

1 fear also existed before the change in the Line. The new 

Party Line was clearly dictated by the success of Hitler 

! . 

and the refusal of the working class to take seriously any 

movement that instigated splits and that remained aloof from 

tb~ struggle against fascism. And, so the United Front was 

adopted as Party policy. 
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The United Front meant that Communists would join 

with those same groups that they had just been calling 

social fascists and would combat Hitlerism. Since this 

wooing of 11 liberal" elements, from New Dee,lers to Norman 

Thomas, was so contrary to the existing line and since 

many members sincerely were sold on that pre-Hitler line,--

the transition to the United Front had to be made gradually 

so as not to lose loyal members of the Party who had learned. 

to hate Roosevelt and Thomas. It was not until 19.3.5 that the 

Seventh Congress of the Communist International gave official 

recognition to the United Front. 

The transition to the United J:l"'ront was made in America 

in 19J4. On February 16, there was an attempted United 

Front meeting in Madison Square Gar•den that ended in a riot, 

The AFL representatives and Mayor LaGuardia were at the 

meeting. Disgraceful conduct by Communists rioters was 

protested witJ:!1n. the Party by John Dos Passos, Clifton 

Fadiman, and Elliot Cohen. These gentlemen we:r'e answered. 

very courteously by the Par•ty that a United Front policy 

was being e.ttempted, but 1 t woula. never be practiced a. t the 

sacrifice of having to lie1ten to some of the conservative 

speake1•s that were at the la.st minute pushed. into the 
6 program. · Perhaps some Party memberA were not yet ready 

for the United Front. 

But very shortly after the riot, the United Front be

came the accepted policy. And the heretofore despised social 

· ,· reformers were hailed. as saviors. The New Deal was conHiderea. a 

progressive movement of the people.7 In 19.38~ the Communist 
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Party 1n New York was supporting the American Labor Party 

and was advocating: 

strengthening of labor's rights, low-rent public 
houB1ng, and comprehensive social e1ecuri ty, 
aboli'tion of child labor ••• extension of democratic 
rights eepeoiaJ.ly to the forei.gn born e.na_ Negro 
population ••• 

'l'hen as if to allay the fears of members of long-standing: 

While aware that only a Socialist system of society 
can finally a.o away with the 1.nhuman poverty and de
gradation forced upon us by the blind forces of 
capitalism, (the Party) presents legislative measures 
that can be realized now and which wohlla. immediately 
improve the conditions of the people. 

Dramatic evidence of the shift in.policy was the Madison 

Square Garden debate held between Earl Browder and the erst-

while social fasc:tst, Norman Thomas~ The polite proceedings 

took place on November 27, 1935. 9 

As the important idea to be conveyed by the ~.,ront was 

Communism's opposition to Hitler, there was a notable change 

in the Line: from little concern with Nazism to loud vocal 

p~otests e,nd mass meeti.ngs. Communist front organizaM.ons 

were established to ent:i.ce many liberals into Communist 

groups. Many who wel"e carried. along by the wave of in

dignation against the Nazis driftea_ into the Communist camp. 
, 

This both assured. the Party of a. good membership and gave 

further' assur·ance that no independent working class movement 

would come of a coalition of New Dealers, Thomas1.tes, and 

Communistsl 

~l11'1.~111'i}.f§~ urged a strengthening of the boycott •10 

11 
The People's Movement claimed to represent 500,000 Jews. 

'I1he ~h P~ople 1 s Voic~ was put out by the Jewish People 1 s 

Committee for> Uni tea.Action against F'ascism and Anti-Semitism. 
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J"ewish Life hailed Roosevelt 1 s Chicago speech and demanded 

that America 11 intercede in behalf of the downtrodd.en Polish 

J'ewa. 11 11 At a mass meeting William Weiner, president of 

the Jewish People's Committee, stated: 

Every .American can be proua.. of the way in which our 
entire nation has spoken up :'l.n horror and anger 
against the unspeakable Nazi pogrom against an in
nocent and defenceless people.12 

Needs of RusHian foreign policy seem to be expressed in the 

opposition to the appeasement policy of England and France. 

If at first you don't concede, fly and fly again. 13 

But the dominant note of the United Front was the cooperation 

of all . 11 progressive 11 elements to fight fascism. 

Thie program led to an increased awareness of American 

anti-Semj.tism. Just as Communist attacks on Hitler enticed 

many Jews, so the Communist solution to America.n anti-

Semitism attracted Jews. '.I1he solution was the same: a 

United Front against reactionary forces in America. 

After long silence on the Jewish problem, the New 

~.§.. suddenly writes in Apr11 9 1934 about 11 Jewry at the 

Oro ssroads •11 Op;tnl-211 is congra tulatea. for 1 tei s ta.temen t 

that cJewry should. join hands with 11 mine ana_ mill and farm 

and slum. 11 Special praise is given J"ames Waterman Wise 

for his co opera ti.on with the United Front. 14 And .Q:.efil:.s,h 

.hl.f£ bases its whole appeal to Jews during 1937 and 1938 

on the belief tha.t Communists are the natural allies of 

the cJews: 

In its present form [the Jewish question] grows 
out of the nature of the capitalist economy in 
its dying stage,. 
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In America, evidences of reaction and therefore of anti-

Semitism are the Liberty League and the AFLo 

The working class, farmers, certain elements of 
the middle class and national groups. including 
the Jewish people, must of necessity present a 
corri.mon. fpo13t against; this a.eadly enemy of pro
gressive humanity.LS 

The B'nai B1r1th is praised for its efforts on behalf of 

the United Front.16 The May, 1938 index of ~~~~sh~ 
reads: 

11 Anti-Semitism in USA, 11 11 Anti-Sernit1sm in Latin 

Amerioa., 11 usitue.tion of Jews in Austria, 11 11 Anti-Semltism 

Must Be Defeated. 11 And so American anti-Semitism was 11 used" 

by the Communist Party j.n pursuit of its United F'ront pro-

gram. 

What was the result of the change to the United Front 

line on the Communists' strong anti-·Zionist policy? While 

never sanctioning Zionism, the Party tones down considerably 

its attitude of opposition to Jewish ne.tionalie.m. While in 

1929 1 t was observed the,t Jewish lmmigration could only aid 

British imperialism, by 1937 J"ewish immigration is possible 

through Arab-Jewish cooperation. 17 The Party opposed the 

19.37 Partition Plan, beca:u.se this would prevent,>Arabs 

and Jews from getting together. If they could only throw 

18 off the British yoke, then they could live together in peace. 

Morris Schappes claims that Palestine can remain free from 

war if the free people will establish a concerted quarantine 

against the aggressor nations. 19 There is criticism of the 

1939 White Paper: It was written by the same hand that wrote 

the Munich agreement 120. So nowt 1 t is becoming evident what 
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lies behina_ this tenderer trea.tment of Zioniaqi. Russia 

is smarting under the rejection of British and French co

operation in her proposed containment policy against Hitlere 

The anti-British Soviet foreign policy may well have in

fluenced the tone of the Party's statements regarding 

Palestine. This is especially evident in the last cited 

·statement: the hand that. wrote the Munich agr•eement {and 

put Hussia in ·a desperate plight) also wrote the White Paper • 

.Another important factor is probably the a.ttempt to 

attract Jews to the United Front program.· This could not 

well be done with a continuance of the extreme antagonism 

toward.a Zionism. 

Still the Party was basically opposed to Zionism and 
21 

actively supported the Arab riots of 1936. No matter what 

American Communists were saying, no successful working class 

movement could be allowed to succeed in Palestine. Further•-

more, any riots in British colonies woula. hinder the Empire. 

The reasons for the United F'ront policy and 1 ts effects 

on the Communi.st attitudes toward.a the New Deal, Hitler, 

.American anti-Serri1 tism, and. Zionism have been examined. In 

the latter part of 1939 there was another radical cbange in 

the Party Line. The Soviet state signed. a pact with Germany. 

rrhe negotiations with F'rance and England had fallen through, 

Munich had made appeasement officie.l Western policy, and 

Russia faced Hitler alone and. without allies. This pact was 

an emergency move and called. for a quick change from the 

United Front program. r.f.lhe Party could not continue boy

cotting Hitler after Mother Russia had signed a pact with him. 
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publication. In an attempt to salvage some support from 

Americe.n wo:r•kers, the Party did. not follow completely Russian 

foreign policy by endorsing Hitler. Instead it maintained 

a plague on both your houses: 

The international munitions merchants supplied China 
with armaments; Mr. Hudson· d.iscussed with Dr. Wohl tat 
in Lona.on B1"i tish-Germa.n rapprochement.. Mr. Chamber
lain betrayed CzechoaJ.ova.kia. in the in·terests of the 
City; the French Fascia ts have murd.ered. the Spanish 
Republic with their non-intervention • .And in the 
face of all this one now objects when2 ~oviet Russia · 
does the same? Equal rightB fox• all 1 ~" 

f:iince the results of the change in Party Line occux• in 1940, 

they are beyond the scope Qf this study. 

To complete the d.iscuss:ton of the Communist solution 

that wa.s offered. to the tTewish community of the thirties 

(mor•e properly, the solutions) , an examination of the Biro

bidzhan project is essential. The following is a capsuliza-

tion of pert:tnent facts preErnnted in Solomon Schwar•z 1 ~:h~ 

J.:.ew~ in !h£ S~yiet Un:i.og. 

The theme of Schwarz' book is that in such a totalitarian 

regime as Hussia all minority groups will suffer. Witness the 

Jei;.rish group: the )liddish press was abol:i.shea., Zionist. activity 
23 

wa.s forbia.den, em:i.gration to Israel was not allowed. Biro-

bidzhan, far from being a sincere effort to give the Jews a 

land. of their• own, was at the beglnning an attempt 11 to f1ncl a 

auiti:tble area for the large-scale, agri•cultura.l settlement of 

a.es ti tute Jewish city-dwellers • 11 President Kali.nin, to 

spar•k the project, did use. slogans about Jewish netlonalisrn. 

'I.1110 first settlers arrJ.vea. in 1928. Over• half of them returned. 

But more settlers were sent because of the infiltration of 

........ 
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Chinese farmers into··the a.real So urgent was the need for 

settlement of. the area as a buffer state against foreign 

elements in the East that non-Jewish settlers exceeded the 

Jewish. The chalut~ spirit was not encouraged by the 

government; "therefore, few Jews desired to go there w So with 

the establishment of the Jewish Autonomous Province in 1934, 

Jewish settlers--workers and farmers from Western provinces--

· were ac!iually recruited. By this time the purpone of the 

:.r project was officially recognized by the Soviet• government: 

To every thinking participant in socialist con
struction the great importance of defending the Far 
East against foreign intervention is absolutely 
clear. 1rhe settlement of the area with tr•ustworthy 
and responsible people is a basic requirement in 
strengthening the defenses of our Far Eastern frontier. 

Actually the proclamation of Jewish autonomy was a facade 

covering over the recruitment process of Jewish and non-Jewish 

Russians G In this way foreign aid coula. be enticed by public 

statements that created sympathy towards the Soviet Union: 

For the first time in the history of the Jewish people 
1 ts bm•n:tng desire for the cre.a.tion of a homeland. of 
its own, for the achievement gf its own national state
hood, has found fulfillment.2.'.J 

And so, throughout the middle thirties some Jewish groups were 

attracted to the project. But the pur·gea of 1937 destroyed 

the leadership of tb~ Jewish Autonomous Province, scotched the 

whole p>o ject, and disillusioned all American tTews who had 

been sympathetic except the Communists themselves. The 

lea.ders who were purged were conc1emnea.. as 11 Trotekii te-Bukkhari

ni te and. bourgeois-na tlonalist bandj. ts who had come fr•om 

counterrevolutionary Jewish parties (Zionists, Bundists, etc.)"
2

6 

The publioa tions of the JAE ceased, and. most of the Jews who 
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remained in the province held down semi-bureaucratic jobs 

in the governing ad.ministration.. And .American Jewry lost 

interest in Birobidzhan. 

The solution of the Communist Party to the problems 

facing the Jews during the thirties has been examined.. ':rhe 

revolutionary words and disruptive actions in the working 

class during the early c1epression, the lack of concern in 

America with Hi tJ.er and anti-Semitism, and the 'strong anti

Zionism are characteristics of the ear•ly line. '11he United 

Front with its friendship towards reformers, with its stron~ 

anti-Hitler policy a.no. its rallying all progressive groups 

against anti-Semitism, and with its milder non-Zionist 

policy--this is characteristic of the line until the Ste.lin-' 

Hitler pact. The Biro-bidzhan project attracted attention 

until 19'.37. This was the solution for those Jews who were 

avowed Communists ••• just as it was the view of the Party. 

F'or the Jewish and non-Jewish Communist thought alike on 

all issues. The Jews were simply more interested in how the 

United Front affected the Jewish community. 

It ;ta· now in order to examine the reaction of the avowedly 

non-Communist Jewish community to the Communist Prog1•a.m. To 

what degree did the different gPoups understand or else 

lean towards the Communist solution ••• especially the at

tractive United Fr•ont? No Jewish cHtss organizations of

ficially sanctioned the United Front. In fact the failure 

of Jewish organizations (FJ.1he American Jewish Congress, the 

Jewish Labor Committee, the Bund) to sympathize with the 

Front draws continuous criticism from Jewish 141'~· 



The history of the Bund is an unfolding of the 
triumph of national.ism over its revolutionary 
ideas.27 
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The Jewish Labor Committee prefers to accept the 
most unfounded slanders of the :ceactiona.r•ies and. 
fascists about the Oommunists.2~ 

As f'or the Congress' opposition to the People 1s Committee: 

If they are truly interested in the Jewish masses, 
they will realiz.e that a unlted :f'ront .... ia the only 
possible body that.will represent the democratic 
Jewish masses .29 . 

However~ many individuals within the Jewish groups syrnpa thized. 

with the United Front. On examin1ng,the Anglo-Jewish press of 

.the thirties, it is found that certain classes furnished the 

Communist Party with a g1"'ea t many sympathizers including some 

of the leaders of the class. Other classes were too well 

aware of the nature of thfJ policy to be led astray. The 

degree to which the different groups leaned towards the 

United Fr•ont can perhaps be explained by the needs and 

interests of the particular classes. 

Among the old middle-class of German background there is 

no evidence of sympathy.with the United Front. On the con

trary, there are efforts made to prove that American J"ewa 

are not Oommunists.3° There is no evidence of members of 

this class being prominent in local Communist-front acti-

vities of the thirties. 

The only area in which prominent members of this class 

were partial to the Communist solution :wa.s that of Biro

bidzhan. The .£3 'nai 13_1_ri th. Magaz) ... ~~' in October, 19.36, 

viewed. the project vei-•y favorably. And the ~£~!! saw in 

the proposals of Madagascar, New Oaladonia, and Bi:robidzhan that 

the world was awakening to its duty • .31 

--~.-.....W. 
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This class reaction might have been expected from a 

group whose old middle-class interests had led them to 

abhor any movement that even hinted. ·the.t all was not well 

with the economic system, even in the mild form of the United 

F':ront., The interest in Birobidzhan was na tura.l for a group 

that saw a tremendous world Jewish problem ana. could not 

admit immig1•a ti on to America or a Jewish state in Israel 

as a solution.. Birobidzhan' e illusion was eher•ished, and 

the project was maa.e the resultant of the all-powerful 

conscience of the world . 

The new middle-class was much friendlier to the 

Communist Party Line. In his pr•ize essay on anti-Semitism 

for Opinion, Joshua '11rachtenburg advocated alliance with 

such organizations as the League against War and Fascism, 

al though he aa.mi tted the a.iffioul ties due to Communist-

32 associa tj.on. The .Q.Qngress Bulle.t_i.J.l ha.d hopes for Biro-

bid.zhan but admitted its error when the project fell through 

in 1937 in an article entitled, "End of an Illusion~"33 
James Watevman Wise, editor of Op~nion, it has been noted, 

was hailed by the Communists for participation in United 

Front activi tyo Only after the .Stalin-Hitler pact did he 

wr1te that 11 Russia. Betrays Mankind. 11 We shoula. "admit our· 

error and. revise our courae.u3LJ. The .Qongress !.3-1!ll~!±..ll, however, 

formally rejected. the United Front and stated that one cannot 

suppress'Jewish national life in one country and promote 

natlonal unity in another.3.5 Still it is the impression 

that many prominent individuals within this class were drawn 
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The vulnerB,bili ty to the. Communist solution might be 

expected from a group that courted pseudo-radical solutions 

such as teahnocracy, from a group that was willing to examine 

the basis of the social order and. that was not afraid of 

radical terminology. The c·ommunists also were not ea tis

fied with the existing order; perhaps they have something 

to offer. The phrases of the United Front were very 

attractive to a group of grop:tng bourgeoisie who had not 

gone through the experience of the American worker who had 

for years been fighting Gommun:tsm within his ranks and 

could more easily see the movement for what it actually 

was. As evidenced by the history of revolutions, the new 

midd.le-olass ha.e long had a dream of uni ting with all other 

classes against the ruling powers in order to establish a 

new society. But in such cases the new middle-class has 

~1ther been fo6led by the Right (France) or by the Left 

(Hussia). 

Information sufficient for conclusions about the New 

York manufactu:r>ers and. small creditors of neo-Orthodox 

persuasion is lacking. 'rhe Outlo~ did. jeer--after the 

Stalin-Hitler pact-·-at those Jewish radicals who had been 

u taken in" by the Uni tea. Front. 36 .And the fort;.~ shows no 

evid.ence of leaning towards the Party. It might be argued. 

through evidence of omission that the EoP..~ group opposed 

the United Fronte This would be a logical surmise, as the 

manufacturers and financiers connected with consumer-goods 

industries would not be likely to have sympathy for any 



247 

radical social movemertt ••• especially such a "godless" one 

that cllallenged neo-Orthod.oxy, or any religion. 

The group most susceptible to the Party Line seems to 

have been the Jewish professionals. Anti-communism was 

seen to be a mask for fasciem.37 And Rabbi Roland Gittel-

sohn 1 s letter to the ~.cons.~r_'lJ..Q...ll..2...Il.i~.! encouraging the 

popular front stated: 

[Events have proved. the] utter and senseless 
futility of liberals and leftists fighting 
among themselves the whole reaction prevails ••. 
that is the whole justification of the popular 
front •• • e, t this precise moment democracy needs 38 
the united support of all who will defend hero 

While Birobidzhan was not so important as Palestine, it was 

important to set up an 11 autonomov.s mass settlement of Jews 

living as a classless sooiety."39 And even Jakob Lest~chinski 

was persuaded by the publicity-statements of President 

Kalinin that the purpose of Birobidzhan was to preserve 

the Jewish nation and culture and 11 to cur•e the sick Jewish 

40 national body." And still in April, 19.39g Habbi Harry 

Essrig was involved in a· debate in which he favored joining 

the American League for Peace and. DemoQracy. 
41 

It might be expected. that the most radical of bourgeoi.sie 

groups woula. be most likely to be attracted by the Party 

Line. A group without any practical revolutionary or work-

ing class program, a group whose analysis allows the es

tablishment of a democratic Jewish community in a non

democra t:l.c society, a group that talks of socialism ana. Labor 

Zionism ana. yet has had no first hand experience with the 

tactics of the Communist Party--in short, the most radical 
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would. most easily be swayea. by the progressive phrases of' 

the Oommuni.st Party. The Birobidzhan project ate. distance 

might even seem like a Ruasian Reconstructionist Mov-ement! 

Here is Russia, who seems to be sanctioning cmltural 

pluralism--the program that America should adopt, according 

to the Reconstruotionist. So naturally many Reconstruction-
• ---··""'"'"'"'·'e_.,,."'°"',._. __ _._ __ ~-

ists would desperately want to believe in the worthiness of 

the project. And the wish is father to the thought of 

even some very astute analysis. 

Most consistent in rejection of the Party Line was the 

Labor Zionist group. This might appear surprising when it 

is recalled that many Reconstructionists were Labor Zionists. 

However wo r lrn rs who ~ P.~.~ filCJ.?. e ~l.:.~4~SJ- ~) t.h. .9..Ql!lffi.1:!11 i:.:-':!..~.§.. made 

up the majority 0,f the Labor Zionist movement; while middle-

class· social wox•kers and rabbis formed the core of the 

Reconstructionist movement. 
' 

The groundwori for labor's antagonism to the Communists 

was laid in the dual union movement of the depression. In 

19 :·rn the Van€01.Eir_q w:r•o te : 

While there is no immediate way of staying the 
ruthless arm of the Communists, ~t is vital for 
the tTews outside Russia to know. ~2 

The Bir•obidzh~n coloniza ti, on scheme should. be exposed .. L~z And 

so while the liberal middle-class still thought of Hussia in 

terms of the great social experiment, the Labor Zionist group 

was well aware of the nature of the Sovj.et system. 

Little wonder that with the change j,n the Party Line in 



193.5, the .B'ronti.§1£ observed a note of ineinceri.ty: Per

haps the Communists are concerned. with anti-Semi tj.sm 

only in relation to fascism and are really indifferent 

to the fate of the Jews. The Front is recognized as a new 

Oommunist line. 43 The reason for the change in line i.s 

given as the fear of fascism and choosing the lesser ev11.'+4 

It has been seen that this is only part of the truth. 

45 Birobidzhan is continually spoken of as a deceitful project. 

1I1he Soviet does not want an autonomous Jewi.sh community .. 

There can be no cha.J:~tl!.~!!l in chains. 46 Befor·e the Stalin

Hi tler pact and e.f ter the failure of Hussian-.B1rench negotia

tions there is the accurate prediction that there will be a 

change in the United Front policy.. F'or that Front was 

the ideological superstructure of the Franco-Soviet 
and the Franco·-Czech-Soviet pacts. These pacts have 
·broken down. Ana_ the superstructure is bound to 
disappear with the substructure. 

(Russia) must either cling to her old democratj.c 
conta.ots--and that is not a very hopeful policy-
or try to come to an understanding with the iascist 
powers--or at least with one or two of them. ~7 

However, reversal of the F'ront would mean· isolation from the 

masses. So Rus$ia will adopt an exper·imental policy. 

This amazing analysis just before the Stalin-Hitler pact 

shows a fine, although not complete, grasp of the factors 

mo ti va ting Communist Par•ty policy. The Front was actually 

the j,deological superstructure of the needs of the Party to 

continue its existence in. an America that would ignore any 

group which remained aloof from the fight·against facisrn. 

However, the change tha.t was astutely predicted in Russian 

foreign policy (a breach with the West and an alliance with 
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f'ascism)--thie change would ( 1t we.s seen) neoessi ta.te a 

change in the United Front Line. And it dide 

The above analysis47 was written by Franz Borkenau, 

au tho!' of Worla. Communism, a. book containing Rose. Luxenbourg 1 s 

thesis that Lenin 1 s one-party system by its natu:t•e will 

48 destroy the workers. Also exposing the Sov,iet system for 

the E!:Qn.°121:§1: was Solomon Schwa:t•z who wrote of labor condi
LJ.9 

tions in Russia. 

And so, the Labor Zionists, havj_ng had first-hana. ex-

perience throughout the aiepression with the Communist Party, 

became acutely aware of the changing line and of the d.e-

s truc ti ve nature of the Party in Arner•ica. This led to an 

examination of the Russian policy that controlled the Party 

and this fur•ther unmasked the Soviet- Union with analyses of 

varying accuracies. 

There was a Left Poale Zion that was very sympathetic 

to Russia. Only one of its publica tiom1 was available, ana. 

this, a pamphlet entitled IQ.u.:tE: at the .QE_Q!!sroads, claimed that 

an 

active organized anti-Semitic movement is out of 
the question (in Russia) because all such activity 
is strictly forbidden by le;w and seve:t•e punishment 
is meted out to the offenders.SO 

Bi:r•ob1c1zhan was formed so that Jews could be on par with 

other na.tionali ties and failed because of the lack of Jewish 

national consciousness in Russia. However, the class com

position of this small movement was not ascertainable from 

the a.a.ta availe.ble. So no co~clusions will be drawn.· 
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. The Bund-bacll'.ground ~~~, Circle opposed the 

United Front ancl the Communist Party. However:', they were 

very sympathetic to Birobj.d.zhan. 

The Gall.of Youth warns its members against front ---
organizations such as the Fraternal Federation for Social 

51 
Insurance which could only undermine the Circle. A 

satirtce.l picture is painte9. of cond.i tions in Russia.
52 

An 

article by Rebecca Pitts, P'?-blished in 0-ginJ.o!l. and present

ing the United Front's view of anti-Semitism~ was commented 

on by representatives of many Jewish classes in subsequent 

articles in 9.l?in) . .011• E. Charney Vladeck of tne C ire le was 

the only reviewer of the article to see in it the Communist 

P·arty Line .53 

Despite this attitude towa.rc1s the Party and the United 

Front, the Oirc~ r•ea.oted. favorably to BirobiCtzhan. rrhere 

was "no reason not to believe in the sincerity of Kalinin ••• 

to enable Jews to establish themselves both in ,industry and 

agriculture and to produce a healthy Soviet Jewish nationality. 

And Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky, writing in the Conf5!:6S..§. ~l~ti~ 

even after Wise 1 s 11 The Encl of an Illusion, 11 stated that 

Birobidzhan was essential to prevent anti-Semitism in 

Russia..55 

It is understandable that the .f-rb!=JJ:~ Circle after 

conflicts ·with the Communist Pa1•ty in the American labor 

movement would be alienated (e.long with the Labor Zionists) 

from the Uni tea. F'ront. But a movement t11a t offered no 

soluti.on to the Jewish problem other than a revolution th.at 

would be long in coming, such a movement that would not admit 

5L1-
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Zionism to be a. solution was naturally attracted by the 

myth of a territorialism that was not bound with a 

capitalistic brand of nationalism. Hence, the sympathy 

toward.a Birobidzhan and. the belief in the propagand.a of 

Presio.ent Kalinin •. 

This analysis of the Communist solution has attempted to 

explain just what the Jewish Communists (and, of course, non

Jewish Communists) believed or said they believed. 1rhe Party 

Line ha.s been fqllowea. through its changes and its basic 

pattern aimed at destroying any independent democratic 

~rorking class movement has been shown as underlying the 

changes in Line. 

While 1 t shoula~ be stressed that no Jewish class 

organization officially accepted the Party Line, many 

Jews were taken in 'by the United Front and the Birobidzhan 

myth. It has been seen that Jewish professionals and 

memberH of the new middle-class were most pr•oroinent among 

those who leaned. to the Line. Labor Zionists and New York 

manufacturers were adamant in their resistance to the Party. 

The old middle-class and the Bundists opposed the Party but 

were partial to Birobic1.zhan. The varying reasons underlying 

these class tendencies have been a.iecussed. 
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X. ZIONISM AND THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Many American Jews found in Zionism a solution to the 

pressing problems of the thirties. But the precise nature 

of that solution within the Zionist framework varied with 

each class in the community. Some Jews found in Zionism 

an opportunlty for investment abroad. while they feared ·the 

consequences of a Jewish nation. Other ,Jews abhorred the 

capitalistic nature of the struggle for Palestine and 

looked forward to a socialist state where investment and 

profit would not be called for. 

1rhe ideologies of the different groups of Zionists or 

non-Zionists or anti-Zionists are well known. It is the 

purpose of th.ts analysis after stating very briefly the 

ideology of Zionism or non-Zionism of each class, to exa:mine 

how that ideology was influenced by the needs and interests 

of its social substructure .. 

Since the source material is primarily the Anglo-Jewish 

press of the thirties, the ideologies of the different 

classes will be presentea. in terms of Zion:tet events during 

tb~s period. Those events were briefly as follows: 

In 1930 there was a revival in the spirit of American 

Zionism. The Brandeis-Mack group returned to the movement. 

Non-Zionists were active in the Jewish Agency. And the first 

American halutzim went to Palestine. The Simpson Report 

and Paesfield White Paper restricted Jewish 1mmig~ation, for

bid.ding any more Jewish labor to enter the country while 

Arabs were yet unemployed a.nd any further a.cquisitlon of land 



by Jews so long as Ar~bs were landless. In 1931 the World 

Zionist Congress ao.opted the Brande :ts economi.c program, and 

American Zionism--after a period of relative insignifioance~

seemed ·to be returning to the spotlight on the world scene. 

Labor Zionism by 1933 w-as rapidly becoming the dominant 

element in the movement. Sokolow, representing the Weizman 

forces, defeated Wise for presidency of the World Zionist 

Organization. Histadru.t was recognized by the World. OongreBs 

as the only legitimate labor organiza,tion in Palestine. 

In 1936, the year of the Ara.b riots, the Zionist move

ment was split by the Ha-!!:~E·h controversy. Should. Jewish 

capital in Ger•many be transferred to Pales tine· in the form 

of German goods--thus giving the Germans a mar•ket, aiding 

the Palestinian economy, and saving some of the money of 

German-Jewish refugees? 

In 1937 and 1938 Great Brita.in advocated and. then forgot 

the tripartite partition plan. Judah Magnes suggested a bi

national state. There was a recession in Palestinian economic 

activity--espeoially in the citrus industry .. 

In 1939, the British government, preparing for war 

against Germany and fearful of Arab aicl to the Nazis, 

issued the White Paper which relegated the Jews to a per-· 

manent minority in Palestine. This brought storms of pro

tests from nea.rly all Jewish groups • 

. Throughout the period there was some interest expressed 

in territorialism outside of Palestine--in Lower California, 

Alaska, and.--as has been d.iscussed--Birobidzhan. 



What was the attitude of the old middle-class towards· 

Zionism? While committed to non-Zionism, there was con

siderable interest in investments in Palestine and in making 

Palestine a homeland (although not a Jewish state) for Jewish 

refugees. 

In 1929 seven non-Zionj.sts, includ.ing F'elix ·warburg, 

Cyrus Adler, Julian Morgenstern, and Louis Marshall, were 

placed on the Jewish Agency. The Agency was one of the 

lar·gest stockhold.ers in the Palestine ~.::J.eotric Corporation 

which so la. 2, 34L1-, 000 kwhr in 1926 and 65 ,496, 000 ten years 

later •1 At th:i.B time Zionist labor groups protested the 

large dividends of this oorporation. 2 In 1929, Brandeis 

gained the support of the c:>ld middle-class leader·ship, and 

he and Warburg favo:red an 11 .American business corporation with 

a view to fur•thering the economic development of Palestine •11 3 

When Brandeis~ with hie plans for the Palestine Economic 
' 

Corporation, came back into the movement, the HeJ~~W: exclaimed~ 
l} 

11 At last there is hope for the Z.O.A. 11 And a year later the 

!'!2.£±:.~!. favored the Brandeis-Ma.ck plan which stressed private 
~ 

funds and indivia.ual ini·tiative in the movement • .:.:> 

It may be that the particu.J..arly friendly attitude of the 

non-Zionists towara_s the movement at this time might reflect 

a need of American business for investment into any expanding 

foreign economic area, since the world-wide depression had 

shut off to American business much opportunity for expansion. 

Palestine was spoken of as a haven of refuge. And the 

Passfield White Paper which suspended immigration temporarily 

was not (as some were saying) a 11 dastardly violation" but it 



was 11 unsound. and regrettable •11 6 The Ha-.~yara_£ Program was 

favored, since actual sterling did not go to Germany.
7 

The 

B'nai B1rith in 1936 contributed ~100,000 to the JNF for a 

new farm colony. 1rhe 1937 plan for partition was opposed. 

The White Paper was condemned. as setting up 11 a ghetto in 

Palestine.118 

Palestine was looked upon by the ola. mi<ld.le-class as a 

place of refuge. The need of an asylum for the German Jews 

was increasing. It is doubtful that the old mlddle-class 

would have. favored a new immi.gration of midd.le-claas Jews 

into America: there were alres.dy enough for the more limited 

opportunities. Palestine would be a fine homeland ••• so long 

as it did not become a Jewish state: 

The Balfour Declaration does not imply a J'ewish nation, 

claimed the H~~.9 Nahum Goldman's statement that the Jews 

will be an irritant alien until they solve their problems is 

attacked bitterly: Jews are not aliena.10 In 1937 the non

Zionist ideals of MorriA Lazoron ar·e expressed.
11 

A b1-

national state is favored in Palestine .. 12 And thero is 

interest in territorialism ••• in Australia, British Africa, 

and South H.hodesia. 13 

So objection to any philosophy of Jewish nationalism is 

combined. with very friendly inte:r'est in a Jewish settlement 

in Palestinel Perhaps this interest was based on investment 

opportuni t~es or on the d.esiI•e to find a homeland for refugees 

outside of the United States--th1s is a possibility but evi

dence is not sufficient to warrant definite conclusions. An 

unexamined factor that might aid. in explaining the program of 
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the 01a. mid.dle-class is the attitude of the Uni·t;ed States 

government towards British imperialism during the thirties. 

An article by It"1elix Warburg enti·tled, 11 Palestine--an Invest

ment11 is of interest. 11+ It is an investment in the~·smcial 

stability of the world. 'I'hie mat.es one curious· as to the 

position of American state .department policy towards the 

Near East in general, and the degree to which such 

financiers (closely tied to government policy) went along 

with the nation's."interest.11 15 

F'urther subject for thought is tb.a t the enthusiasm for 

settlement in Pe,J.e stine came from the upper eschelon of the 

old middle-classes. The rank and file of that class, reared 

on an anti-Zionist ideology, gave no evidence of' enthusiasm for 

the semi·-Zionist ac ti vi ties of their lead.ere 1 One rabbi, 

unaware of the social forces in operation and·. a long-time 

anti-Zionist, demanded of Marshall: are you a Zionist or 

are you not? This seems to be similar to the division in 

the old micldle-class on the boycott question: the upper 

eschelon again had interests thc:1.. t forbade the boycott; 

while many members of their class ca1•ried. out the boycott. 

De £!pl te their flir•ta ti on with the Zionist cause, the 

old midd.le-class lead.ers remained firm in their opposi tlon 

to the philosophy of Jewish nationa.lism. They came from 

that part of middle-class Western European \T~wry that had 

found their-opportunity in the expanding capitalistic 

economy. They had adopted nationalism, the banner of 

capitalism in Western Europe. It was the nationalism of 

the countries in which they livede Through economic and 

~~~--------------............. -



political loyalty to their nation they had founa. their 

place in the sun. 'I'heir prosperity had produced in tegra

tion. Since they felt that their integration had pro

ducea. prosperity, they woult~- not consider any ideology 

that seemed to challenge conformity to American patriotism. 

But Zionism claimed that the Jews were a nationality. The 

melting pot had stopped bubbling and there were hard chunks 

of minority groups that never v-.rould blend. into Western 

society in crisis. This challenged the integration and 

American nationalism of the old middle-class--their whole 

way of life. So, while making investmentis and encoure.ging 

a place of refuge, that class could never accept the basic 

ideology of Zionism. 

The new middle-class, so vulnerable to depression and 

lacking the long period of prosperity that brings with it 

integration and the craving for conformity, found in Zionism 

the primary answer to the Jewish problems: Not only was a 

Jewish state the answer but working for its establishment 

would rid the Jew of anxiety: 

There is release for all a.ou.bts and depre~gion through 
loyaltY, disc.ipline, ana. systematic work.· 

After an outbreak of anti-Semi tj_sm in Mexico City, ~"! 

P~.!3stin.fi!· comments: 

After centuries of effort to secure an.improvement 
of the Jewish position in the Diaspora, the need 
for a Jewish National

1
Home in Palestine proves to 

be greater than ever.· 7 

Whereas, the old middle-class, by virtue of its social situa

tion, coula. not a.a.m1 t this greater need. 

A revolution in General Zionist leadership in the early 
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thirties more sharply defined this group's policy and. 

satisfied its rank-and-file by displacement of a leader

ship tha.t--judging from e.11 reports--did. not represent 

the masses of the movement. The return of Brandeis to 

the movement "will add a tower of strength to the Jewish 

purpose in Palestine, 11 stated the Portland .§.£:£..il?§_.
18 

Meanwhile the group in control of the ZO.A was trying to 

maintain its power: 

Minority parties clamor for re-organization, £iW 
program, and new alignment of administration.-~ 

But this is not the time for an exposure of differences. 

H.e.bbi Brickner called the Brandeis plan a dictatorship, 

since it involved a. two year hand-picked administration .. 
20 

But the Brandeis 1 group captur•ea. the leadership and was 

hailed by virtually every Zionist and non-Zionist grOup. 

What was the particular ZOA program? 

General Zionism is all-embracing Zionism. Nei ·ther 

anti-labor nor anti-religious, it is interested in labor 

and free enterpr1seo Members can be either Sociallst or 

Orthodox. General Zionism is "unhyphenated Zionism. 11 It 

is "Universalistic," --not shackled by extraneous id.eology. 
21 

However the actual program of General Zionism was hardly 

universalistic, as it involved practices and principles of 

interest primar•ily to the wealthier among the middle-classes: 

.American capital should be mobilized through private corpora

tions fonmed by big investors'; smaller investors should form 

the Palestinian corporations, and 11 capitalist 11 immigration 

should be urgea .• 22 And the Am~rican Heb±:§w favored such a 
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a program and commented: "Conservatives are now in control 

of Zionist affairs in America. 11 23 

In addition to he.ving humanita.rie.n motives for the 

establishment of a Jewish state, the leaders of the middle

class American Zionist' group woula. naturally think of build

ing up Palestine ,just as so many o·the r Western capi talis·tic 

states were built: through investment of foreign capital 

into large corporations. This program would naturally be 

resented by the socialist settlers of Palestine and by 

the Labor Zionists of Europe. Since such foreign invest-

ment hindered at first the growth of a native middle-class 

in Palestine, the final establishment of the state of Israel 

found the General Zionists in the minority there, despit~ 

the tr•ernendous amounts of ca.pi tal that midd.le-class Jews 

abroad had furnished. 

F'urther evidence of the decidedly 11 hyphena.ted11 character• 

of the General Zionist movement will be given through dis-

cussion of the brand of Zionism of the other American Jewish 

classes and their opposition to the General Zionist ideology 

and social structure. Little wonde:t• that the bourgeois 

Zion1sm of the new middle-class, ~l'_lg, steadiJ..l. to labor 

gr~.12.~L QE. the :£1!.'2F.1£. §..~IJ.§.., woul£. welcome s treng!i,h fFP.Al th~

pocke ts and J2.!_esti~ oz the ~urg-Marshall !!2,!l-Z1onist 

groul? 1 'I1he return of Brandeis to the scene signified an 

attempt to mobilize all sympathetic powers of the American 

Jewish middle-class to take over leadership in the movement. 

It may be recalled that Brandeis became a power in Zionism 



d.uring the first World War, when ~~uropean Zionism had. to 

relinquish its world. leadership role. When the European 

group regaj.necl that role after the War, Brandeis a_ropped 

out of the movement. ·In 1930, the year of world-wide 

depression
9 

when America was the least shaken of the major 

nations, perhaps Brana.els saw the possibility of leader

ship again going to the American Zionist Organization. 

And he became that lea.a_ership, simply by offering his 

services. 

The New York manufacturers e.nd small creditors found 

in Zionism a.n answer to the Jewish problem. But it was 

not the brand of Zionism proposed. by the older new middle

clasees. J:t was primarily Miz~t. Zionism ... -that combinat.1.on 

of Orthodoxy and N.a tionaliem that appealed. not only to the 

leadership of this neo-Orthoa_ox class but also t.o the rank-and

file of their employees ana. to all those petty bourgeois 

elements not economically successful enough to crash the 

new rniddle-olass and who were still tted. to the inst1.tutions 

of Orthodox Jud.s1.ism e Orthodoxy alone was not sufficient to 
' 

maintain the loyalty of this layer that was barely middle-

class. But given a strong nationalist ideology which meant 

to Eastern Europeans self-realiz~1tion, given a Zionism tha. t 

was tiea.. to Orthodoxy, this group would. remain loyal to its 

Orthod.oxy and ~ts claBs leadership. It appears that through 

Mizr~.£..l!i Zionism, most of the petty bourgeois elements did. 

remain bound to their class. However, it was necessary to 

give the workers not only nationalism but also the radical-
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sounding phrases of Hap2e1 ~am}Z£~Ch~. In this way the 

sporadic socialistic movements among Orthodox workers could 

take place under the aegis of an Orthodox-producer-financier 

leadership and. no harm could come from the movements to 

Orthodoxy or to the cap1talistic system. It is not sug

gested that the leadership invented. such an ideology and 

imposed it on the rank-and-file. There was within the r•ank-

and-file a basic conflict between adherence to old-world 

traditions, new world socialism, and a nationalism that 

was a brid.ge between the old a.nd the new. While the com-
• I 

promieie ideology spr™ _frq.!£ the nee_9...@. 9f th~ ~-~-

f 11~, the class lee.de:rship formalized. the compromises into 

the Zionism of Mi,tlraqfJ..1 and ~. _I}~:Q!1~£~hl and so :retained. 

the loyalty of the class. 

Evidence for the analysis is found in the J.e!!J.P.h .forum 

and other~ publications. The !£FY.!l! 1 as has been 

shown, is sponsored. by the weal thy New Y-ork manufacture:r•s 

and creditors and conslstently advocates the fil.&r~ pro

gram.. And that ~!l!F ... ~£h1 program speaks up in behalf of the 

workers and the lower middle-chHHJ. Rabbi Mey:er Berlin, pre-

sen ting the M~~~<?.~~. view in ~ .f 1:-t.!e ~!!!..1~, demands tba t 

poor members of the middle-class should not be kept out of 

Palestine through discrimination in distribution of cer-

tif ice.tee. He complains aboµt similar discrimination a.gains t 

members of I}~el Ha.rn.iJ..FEAl• 24 

Rabbi Manuel Laderman welcomes Hapo.!31 £i:.§-m1.zre .. ch1 as a movement 

for Orthodox youth: 



Whereas it is fashionable and respectable to be a 
Zionist or belong to Hadaesah, it is queer and 
quaint to belong to Mizrachi. (Youth) will not 
join Mizrachi when tbs movement is associated in 
his mind with old people, and old interests and 
old. methods. He will join a Mi~r~Q.hi that is 
idealistic vigorous, youthful, and in his use of 
'the wor<l, re spec table. 

1rhe tendency to reaction and standing pait that 
arises easily in the movement because of its 
religious ph:l.loeophy ·1s balanced by the surge to 
advanced economic thinking, to progressive inter
ests. ThPough it~ cear..Hrn being 11 old atuff. 11 

It 1 s very new, ver•y e.x.ci ting stuff. Miz1•acbJ:. is· not 
just an interest in Kosher meat. It is not an em
phasis on the number of days when not to work. It's 
an intense interest in hard labor. 

Ha120.el Ha...!El:.~~ makes the movement 11 more positive, more 

ereative ••• It builds Palestine, builds soundly, effectively, 

in a modern.manner." 25 

This Zionist ideology is used not only to attract mem

bers within the class but also to attack Jews without the 
I 

class• The return of Brand.els :l.s a good sign, but this 

does not mean a revived democratic Zionist movement. 26 The 

l.eaa.er•ship of the ZOA 1s labelled 11 moneybags •1127 · The old 

middle-class allies of the General Zion:l.st administration 

should be removed from the Jewish Agency. 28 Warburg in 

193? wa-e opposed. to partition for the wrong reason: he 

' d f t t 
29 

reare or his s a us. 

for the establishment of irreligious labor co opera.ti vee. 
30 

So Mi2'~.~.9h.i este,blished its own fund. in 19JlJ,,. 

So while ~~ and Hp.20.t:l Hami~p~chi are ideologies 

meeting the needs of the New York manufacturers and credi

tors and the workers and lower middle-class and. some of the 

youth of these groups, these ideologies al.so become weapons 



with which to attack other eocia.l groups in the American 

Jewish scene. The neo-Orthoo.ox lead.ere, who complained about 

the hierarchy in the new middle-class' American Jewish Cong

ress, are i;tlso complaining about the hierarchy in the new 

mia.a.1e class 1 ZOA. There is na·tural di ssa,tisfactj.on _when 

the new middle-clasa opens the door of leadership not to 

life-long Zionists but to non-Zionists who are suddenly 

give~ powerful positions on the Jewish Agency. So the old 

middle-cla.ss is attacked, And, of course, the Labor Zionists, 

currently taking over woi-•ld leaderAhip and representing an 

ideology that would undermine neo-Orthod.oxy 1 s relj.gious and 

social order are opposed. 

Perhaps the failure to attain a leadership position 

led to the ~h project. In 1938 the F'orum proposed that 

in ada.i ti on to Pales tine another territory was immediately 

needed to meet the needs of Jewish refugees: 

The terJ:>i tory we propose is that of Lower Oaliforn1a. .... -· 
well segregated so that the country that owns it~ 
Mexico, will n~f fear an overflow of Jews into 
Mexico proper.~ · 

Selah, Inc. was formed as an "Organization for Planned Settle

ment of Refugees in Lower California~ 11 32 This plan was met 

with ridicule in all other Zionist circles. The Ii1ron tier --
wrote an article 

Bulletin called ---
cri M.cized: 

ca.llea_, "Jews on the Moonou33 The .Q.ong_!:.§ISS 

34 it a "publicity stunt. 11 But the Forum -
Zionists (who) in their unreasonable desire to 
make capital of the present catastrophe by d.1reot-
1ng every ounce of Jewish energy and every penny 
of Jewish capital to the Palestinian project.32 
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An attempt has been made to go beneath the ~1 

ideology. It is true that 

~ is a Zionist Organization of religious 
Jews which aims at the realization of the two ob
jectives, namely, the upbuilding of Palestine as a 
Jewish state in the spirit of our Written and Oral 
Torah and the s trenghening of tre.di ti,onal Judaism 
and its influence in the Diaspora.tt35 

It was found.ed by Rabbi Meyer Berlin and i tt:1 three pillars 

are "The Land of Israel, for the People of Israel, accord

ing to the Torah of Isra,e1,, 11 35 It has been shown that this 

particular brand of Zionism met the needs of that cleLs s 

within the American Jewish oommuni ty which advocatea. it., 

It has also been shown that the Zionist ideology of the 

class became a weapon for the achievement of the broader 

goals of the class itself. 1Jlhis is not peculiar to the 

class under dis cuss ion. F1or example, the new middle-class 

through the ideology of General Zionism attained :1.ts a.ominant 

position on the American scene. And this is a phenomenon 

common throughout the history· of man--when a set of ideas 

arise to meet the needs of a class and to f ur•nish them with 

an ideological weapon in their struggle e, gainst other groups• 

These Jewish professionals who supported. the Recon

structioniet movement adoptea. either Genere.l or Labor Zionism 

and placed their Zionism in the framework of Reconstruction

ist ideology. There shoula. be a united front in Ziow1sm---

a reflection of the cry for a united organic Jewish oom-

muni ty .,36 But; Zionism is not enough: there should be 

more stress on its cultural aspects. Herzl's and Bialik's 

~~~--------------.............. _ .. 



birthdays shou1a. become ne.tional Jewish holidays .37 The 

Ch1•istian Centur_;y, is atta.cked for itB stana. against cul

tural ~luralism or hyphenism.36 There should be more 

democracy in the ZOA.36 

It has been seen tb.e.t a particular group of Jewish 

professionals would tend to favor an organic community. 

It would then be only natural for their br~nd of Zionism 

to be embellished with certain characteristics of that 

organic commun1 ty: unity of parties, democracy, , and. an 

intense culture. It would also be expected that these pro-

fessionals--the radicals of the bou:t•geoisie--·who stand on 

many issues between the new middle-class and the labor 

ne.ti6nalists, would adhere either to the brands calJ.ea. 

Labor or G·ener·al Zionism. Histadrut•s Arab weekly is a 

fine idea,39 and the Haa~assah is praised for its 11 feminine 
40 intuition." Again ••• a brand of Zionism influenced by 

the class needs. 

Labor Zionism was the rising Zionist movement of the 

thirties. Jewish workers who were suffering through the 

depression d.id. not feel particularly at home in America. 

In Eastern Europe when socialism furnished a real hope of 

quick realization, many Jewish workers joined the Bund and. 

felt no need for nationalism. However in America, socialism 

wa.s not a practical progre.m that looked. for immed.ia te fulfill

men t. Socialism could not give full expression to the desire 

for secur1 t;y- ana. self-ree.liza tion of American Jewish wor·kers. 

But na t1one.11sm--that ideology which meant freedom to the 



oppressed of Europe during the early twentieth-·centur·y-

nationalism could. give expression to those a.esires for 

security and self-realization. So wh~n socialism became 

Just a theory, many Jewish workers embraced nationalism. 

Nationalism had. sa turatea. the world: for the Jews there 

was either the strong Amerlce,n nationlaism of those striving 

for integration or the strong Jewish nationalism of those 

accepting minority status and wanting (in the Eastern 

European sense) "national rights." 

But what was the ideology of Labor Zionism? In a 

series of articles in ~ap.Q.JZ. fale_§j;ir~ which began publica

tion in June, 193:~ and which later became the Jewish 

Er,on.t,i~.£., Ben Gu1•ion expla.j.ns Labor· Zionism. 

The Histadrut ••• is the idea of the working class 
and its historic mission; the PHli tica.l struggle 
for national and social rights. !+J. . 

All Zionism is 11 mixed. 11 Hevisionists combine Zionism with 

the hatred of workers and. unbridlec.l chauvinism; bourgeois 

Zionists combine Zionism with love of gain ana. striving for 

class rule by the rich few over the l)OOr and enslaved masses; 

Labor·z1onism combines Zionism and the 

aspirations of toiling humanity for a social order 
marked. by free labor, equality among the nations, 
and. uni verss.l peace~ 

Zionism and Soclalism are sepEtra t'e; they nej_ ther confli9t 

nor coincide •. But "no true socialist may keep aloof from 

hie people. 11 People· stand in many circles: the nation, 

the people, the generation, the working class. Both Socialism 

and Zionism were c1"ea ted to save us. 42 

'I'he ~~! str•essed cooperation· between Jewish and 
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Arab worker, because of their workingclass interests. But 

autonomous unions are needed because of different customs 

and standEu•d.s •
1+3 The basis fol" this ideology is the work. 

of Ber Borochov. The Frontier speaks of his concept of 

the national struggle: a conflict between cona"i tions of 

production and forces of production. The stychic process 

is the elemental will to be free. This can only be 
LJ-Ll, 

achieved in a fLQ.9_~al~ ~e_w.±.sf'l. stat§._. And this squar-

ing of the two jd.eologies of freedom during the early 

twentieth century--nationalism and sooialism--gave Labor 

Zionism a very strong hold. on the workers. A a_etailed 

analysis of Borochov's thought is given in the Appendix. 

As has been observed., the Labor Zionist group had a 

large percentage of middle-class leadershtpe There was a 

general drift towards radicalism at this time; furthermore, 

members of the middle-class who found. no be:r•ths in the 

ia.eological movements of their group could be quite promi

nent as ,the influential powers in a Labor Zionist o:rganiza-

tion. To gain national ana. inte1~ncttional power the Labor 

Zionists on their part had to temper the original program 

of Borocb.ov and. had to coope1 .. ate ~Jl'i th bourgeois Zionism. 

It is only na.tur·al that the constant struggle of the 

socialist labor groups against representatives of the 

capitalist order would be reflected in the socialist brana. 

of Zionism$ So again Zionism becomes a weapon for a broader 

class effort. Complaints against the high dividends of 

the Palestine Electric Corporations have already been noted. 
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rrhe Zionist lea.d.ership is, according to the Van~Sb too 

weak and too corrupt. 4.5 Ben Gur·ion 1 s view of the General 

Zionists as striving for oligarchic class rule has been 

mentioned. 

Thus did Labor Zionism meet the broad class needs 

of tTewish wo1"kers and of some members of the radical-talk-

ing lower middle-class. 

Information concerning Left ,Ege):.e 2!iQll was too 

scanty to warrant definite conclusions. The Left ;P.~ 

~ constantly is remind.ing: 

The st~te will not be the full eolution--and 
under cap1 talism the:r•e cannot be a full solu
tion--of the Jewish problem; :i.ts creation is 
nevertheless, a great landmark in J·ewish history. 

Middle-class Zionists are rid.iculed: 

( '11hey constder) Palestine as a new era of exploi ta
tion, a new ma.rket·for its cap4ga1, a. new oppor
tunity to increase its wealth • 

. ANTIIrA, the Palestinian organization of left Pqa,;,:l:_~~ Ziq_n 

established in 1935, :favors more social contact between 

Jew ana. Arab for the sake of the class struggle. 47 He-halu:!!_&~ 
the young radical blood in Poale_ ;Z+o.!!' criticized the 

ox•ganization 1 s lead.ersh1p for not making a :firm cornmi t-

ment to the socialist ticket in 1936 .. 48 !Prom this scant 

evid.ence, it would seem that Left Poal~ Zion ;represented 

the rank-and-file of the movement that was more consistently 

socialistic than was the leadership which was made up of 

many members of the mid.dle-class who, for various reasons, 

he.a. a.rifted into the labor camp anc1 who, quite na tul"'ally, 



would not be inclined to follow a completely socialistic 

philosophy ••• eepeoially in 1936 when the New Deal was cry-

ing for help. 

This lag between the rank-and-file of labor and its 

leadership is reminiscent of the structure of the Hillman 

and Dubinsky unions ••• 

Informe.tion concerning ~Ql!!~ Ha t~~t: and the 

Revisionists--the Marxist and Fascist groups respectively--

is too scanty to provide the basis for an intelligent dis-

cuss ion. 

The group most consistently opposed to Zionism during 

the thirties was the ·workmen 1 s Circle. Some of the reasons 

given for the anti-Zionist position are: Zionism is not 

practical, since a meximum of 1,750,000 Jews can be taken 

in t;he country; the H~a.rut discriminates against Arab 

workers and this discrimination delays the real solution 

of working class liberation; Zionism- is anti-Yiddishist. 

What is the answer? 

Only by cooperation in the common struggle with 
the working class of the countries where Jews 
live, can a homeland be ereoted out of exile ••• 
Zionism in any form forgets the class struggle~ 
substitutes chauvinism for Soclalism, and associates 
itself with groups and classes which4are inimical to 
the interests of the Jewish worke1•s. 9 

Since a state cannot be built on a volcano and since parti

tion will not leave a large enough area, Arab and Jewish 

workers should unite in one state.SO 

Vladeok joins those few Zionists with Revisionist or 

Communist tendencies in his ori ticism of the Ha-~~ 



agreement. Palestine will become a scab agent of the boy

cott if German goods a.re allowed to find a market there. 

Because of profits absorbed by the German government and 

the Jewish National Fund and various Palestinian banks 

and unions, the individual only receivecl $111 out of the 

$1,000 he owned in C}ermany.51 The .Q.all takes the 1939 White 

Paper very calmly and comments objecti.vely that the White 

Pa.per is simply Britain's effort to win over the Arab 

feudal lords before the coming war breaks out,,5
2 

It has already been observed that the members of the 

Workmen us Ci:r•cle he.ve found in socialism expression of 

Borochov 1 s elemental will to be free. Why did they not 

find the need of na tionalism'1 The core of the Circle was 

composed of Bundj.s ts who developed their 1deolog;y in the 

day when socialism was a very· realizable goal. Nationalism 
.5 J 

was unnecessary. The Circle was composed of long-time 

workers and. was free of the mid.dle-class tinge of the ~ 

ll_on. That middle-class tinge was given Labor Zionism by 

a lead"ership that was partially bourgeois and. also perhaps 

by workers who were declassed bourgeoisie ana. not members 

of the working class of long standing. Within the Labor 

Zionist ranks there were also members of the lower middle-

class who thought very much in terms of nationalism and who 

felt little place in the upper middle-class ZOAe. While 

social factors th9. t underly the nationalism in Poe.le Zi"9Jl 

are clearly evident, those same factors ar•e absent in the · 

Circle. Consequently, the Circle lacks Zionist ideology. 

This lack of Zionist ideology permits the Circle to be 



more objective in viewing, for example, the White Paper. 

°Instead of cond.emning Britain, it oets forth clearly the 

reasons for British action. But this same lack of Zionist 

ideology may have lost some members to the Workers Alliance .. 

Thii:.i may be one reason underlying the establishment of a 

Jewish Labor Committee, largely under anti-Zionist leader

ship. In this way the socialist anti-Zionist was given 

some sort of practical program to answe1., the Jewish problem-

e·ven though that program was, as has been seen, not always 

consistent with socialist ideology. 

It has been shown that for all but the old middle-class 

and the Bundists Zionism furnished a solution (partial or 

otherwise) to the Jewish problems of the thirties. But the 

na tu1•e of that solution varied greatly with each class. 

The Zionist idea was common and available to allo But each 

class mold.ed it to meet its own interests and needs and 

sometimes to use j:~ as a weapon in its broadel" struggle 

against other classes. The limited Zionism of the old 

middle-class and the anM.~-Zioni.sm of the Bund.is ts have also 

been explained in the light of the social needs of those 

classes. 



XI. JUDAISM AND THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Religion may at times gi·ve moral sanction to the needs 

of a class. Through ritual and ideology the aspirations 

'of a group are insti tutionalizeo.. Religion does not pro

vide a solution so much as it sanctifies each class as 

well as the solution which 1 t has found. The attitud.es 

towards society in general, towards Zionism, towards anti

Semi tism, towards· the 11 correct 11 role that the Jews shoula. 

play in society--these attitud.es are often embodied by the 

religion of each class. An old middle class congregation 

is given security when it hears that the earth is the Lord's 

and true Judaism is universalism ••• and so, their anti-Zionist 

ideology (.§..2.c_i_a.:.ll;y, .for.m~g) is gi v~m dj_vine backing. A neo

Orthoa.ox Jew hears from his pulpit that tr·adi tionalism is 

true Judaism but the American culture should be absorbed: 

his religion tel ls him that the way of life his social 

situation has bequeathed upon him is also true Jua_aism. 

rrhe new middle-class hears that Classical Hef'orm has a.rifted 

away from 1J'uda1sm and. that their own loyalty to tradition 

makes them the true enlightened Jews; and so, their current 

cultural position that calls for some ritualism and that 

aspires to leadership in American Jewry is given the support 

of Goa. and Israel. Religion may at times spir·itualize its 

class, justify the mores and ideas that spring from the 

class po1ei tion, and give di vine authority to those solu

tions which the class is most easily able to accept. 

This analysis does not re.fer to whe,t religion could do 
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or should. d.o ... or to what individual religionists might do. 

It does refer to the history of organized religion which 

consistently gives moral sanction to the needs of its class. 

Therefore, it is appropriate that this analysis of 

the reactions of the American Jewish community to its major 

problems during the thirties conclude with a discussion of 

how Jud.aism embodied. and spiri tualized those reactions. Each 

class had its own brand. of Judaism. And that particular 

brand of Judaism gave sanction to the class--its way of life) 

its habits and mores, which were all the while being molded 

by social forces. 

The old middle-class were adherents of Classical Reform 

Judaism. It ha£ been observed thH. t social forces motivated 

this group to integrate into the larger society of Western 

Europe and America. 'l'o integrate into a strongly nationalistic 

culture, it was necessary to confor•m to tha. t cul ture--economioal-

ly, politically, and culturally.. Thus Classical Reform 

Jud.a.ism took over the na tiona.lism of its environment a.nd 

rejected Zionism. In its passion for conformity, ritual 

was held down to a minimum. The rationale was that reason 

and the spirit should triumph over automatic ritual ••• and 

this indeed was the rationale of all nineteenth century 

liberalism. But there was much more behind this rejection 

of ritualism. For soon the non-Jewish social counterparts 

of the Reform movement--·the uppe1" middle-class Episcopaleans 

and even some Uni tax•ia.ns-·-were stressing the beauty of ritual 

in religious services. But not Classical Refox•m Judaism ••• 



for i ta members were committed to conform_j. ty. .Anc1 a re-

introa.uction of observances, no matter how beau.tiful, would. 

be a return to the ghetto. Thus did the a.nti-ritualism 

meet the social needs of the conforming class. 

However, if religion was to be the only differencf) be

tween Jew anc1 Christie,n, the Jew--still subject to the barbs 

of bigotry-- had to formulate for himself a religion of un

questionable superiority.. He could. not satisfy his sense of 

belonging by simply saying that he was a member of the Jewish 

cul tur•al gr•oup or people. So hls inseouri ty, based on his 

marginal position in society, was met by the stress on the 

Mission of Israel. Israel had a particular genius for the 

religious ••• witness her great heritage. As heir to this 

superior heritage the Classical Reform Jew bola tered his 

group ego. And.the Mission of Israel became the crutch on 

which leaned the marginal Jew. 

The new mlddle-cle.ss--a t least its more integra.tea. 

section--was enteri.ng the Reform movement. '11his entry was 

facilitated by the fact that the institution of Reform 

Judaism was rapidly losing its prominence in the American 

Jewish community, as tremendouE<J numbers of Eastern European 

Jews were becoming well integrated in the middle-class e.na. 

their religious and secular movements threa tenea_ to become 

soon the primary representatives of American Jewry. So to 

strengthen a movement tha.t no longer· could. depend on the 

compa.ra ti vely small number of old middle-class J·ews for its 

llf~., • strength ,Reforrtk opened ·the doo:t~.s tID the new middle-class. ':[lhus 
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began the neo-Reform movement .. 

The conflict between these two social classes was con-

tinually masqueraded beneath religious terminology: the 

issue may have been Zionism or ritual. In 1931 the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis revised the Union Hymnal and 

included Ha-,.!!.*~ and the melocly of the Kol N~a_:r:~. 177 
l hymns written by non-Jews were eliminated. The 1937 Columbus 

PJ.a tform represented the compromise between the two groups: 

Judaism as a w~y of life requires .... the retention 
and development of such customs, symbols ana. cere
monies as possess inspirational value, the cultiva
tion of distinctive forms of religious art and 
music and the use of Hebrew, together with the ver
nacula.r, in our wo1•ship and instruction. 

In the rebabili ta tion of Palestine, the land. hallowed 
by memor•ies and hopes, we behold_ the promise of re
newed life for many of our bretl:wen. We affirm the 
obligation of all Jewry to aid in its upbuilding as 
a Jewish hDmeland by endeavoring to make it not only 
a haven of refuge for the oppressed but also a center 
of Jewish culture and spiritual life. 

It is in"tereHting to note that in the same year when the new 

midd.le-class had made its voice hea,rd in the Central Confer-

ence, one of their representatives, Henry Monsky, became 

president of the B1na.i B1rith. 

Class ante,gonisms were clothed by a Jal.lie or con-

·cea.lea_ beneath a ~m~lke. as th:r•oughout the oount:r•y congre

gations were split asunder--each group claiming quite sin-

cerely that it represented the true liberal Judaism. The 

;ya{l'l~kle often became the symbol for the middle-class, for 

its cherished cultur~l standards; similarly it frequently 

became a threat to the old middle-class which was finding 

itself a minority in its.own congregations. 



The less integrated of the new mlddle-ela.ss remained 

in the Conservative movement. This movement~ developed. a. 

11 left 11 wing that~ would keep within the fold those whose 

integration might lead them into the Reform camp. It 

seems that Solomon Goldman's 11 1iberal conservatism" could 

answer the needs of integrated Conservative Jews ••• even 

though he was 11 officie,llyn rebuked by the leaders of the 

movement, his Chicago temple served as a buffer against 

Rsform and the movement haR not rejected her heretic • 

.Among the New York manufacturers a.nd cred.1 tors, their 

ch:l.ldren, ana. those lower mid.dle-class and wor·kingclass ad

herents of neo-Orthodoxy--religion in a very interesting way 

gav·e sanction to class structure. The leaderu of neo-Ortho

doxy were those weal thy producers and. bankers who could 

afford--·beca.use of the nature of their busine ss--to observe 

the Sabbath a.nd other Jewish trad.i tione. The rank-and-file 

of the movement was composed of those middle-class immigrants 

ret:trea. in Orthodoxy ana. 1 i v1ng in the New York lGast Side and 

Brooklyn. Many of them were not sufficiently integrated into 

American culture to join the Conservative Synagogue. But 

these members still of the lower middle-class (a.nd perhaps 

some workers who had been in the midd.le-class in Eastern 

Europe) dia. not want to remain completely bound. up in the 

Old World Orthodoxy. (And this European Orthodoxy was rep

resented by the ~gug.a§._ ~-~banig~) • .And so they became 

followers of the nee-Orthodoxy, that religion which continued 

Orthodox practice but invited the immigrant to parta.ke of the 



American culture. It seems that :i::Q.th1n this group there 

were two divisions: nee-Orthodoxy and modern Orthodoxy: 

Neo-Orthodoxy, as has been stated, 11 combined loyal ty 11 

to Jewish tradition with love for the general culture. 

There must also be 11 a valid. belief (that is, a rationale)' 

for every practice. 11 The reason may not be known, but it 

exists. 2 But the more radical school of this class calls 

itself Modern Orthodoxy: In interpretation of Jewish 

doctrines, the modern Orthodox .Jew is not necessarily bound 

by tradi tiqns; a miracle is a natural event thF~ t cannot be 

accounted for and is therefore ascribed to a spiritual cause; 

Higher Criticism of the Bible is gueaswoi·k; one may reject 

11 a belief in the supernatural. 11 This school is said to spri.ng 

from 11 a portion of the cultured Or•thodox lai ty11 and. some 

rabbis who have regard. for the needs of the hour • .3 
And so, a flexj.ble program that varies from Orthodox 

ic1eology to 1 ts re j ec t;ion has been ins ti tu tionalized in to 

an appeal to those who stand culturally between the semi

integra ted Oonserva ti ve J'ew and the un-Americanized immi-

grant. It especially meets the needs of the leaders of the 

class, since it allows respectability, rationality, and 

religious leadership over a large community. This is acb.iev

ed without joining the "liberal" Jewish movements. There 

was no reason to be9ome Reform or Conservative. The old 

middle-class in its effort for economic and social emanci-

pation adopted Refor·m Judaism. The new rnia.dle-class was 

using Conservative change to integrate into American society 

and to combat Reform. But the neo-Orthodox leadership had. 
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no need for further integration: they bad no great struggle 

to make. So they were free to develop an Orthodoxy to suit 

their minds and hearts and socia.1 posj_ tion, an Orthodoxy 

·t11a t wouia. appeal to many of the lower middle-class at a 

time when Orthodox rel1gj.on was a helpful check age.inst 

the radicalism of the thirties. And--above all--this pro-

gram that sanctioned the needs of the class was 11 not a wing 

in Jewry at all. It is just Judaism. 114 . 

Reconstructionism was the only philosophy of Judaism 

the.t was primarily a product of the post-WorlJ. war I per·iod. 

As has been observed, this brand of J'udaism wa.s supported by 

many ,Jewish professionals whose welfare depended on the 

strengthening of the Jewish community.and whose prosperity 

could. be insu1•ed by an 11 organic cornrnuni ty . 11 But the move

ment attr•acted many others besid.es those ·federa.tion heads 

and. the Eastern European ranl~-and-file in the social wel-

fare field. It attracted many who keenly felt the rejection 

of the worla. as Hitler and Coughlin a.rove them back into their 

Jewishness. A proo.uot of twentieth century thought, its 

philosophy was natural:Lstic. This attre.cted many young 

people and rabbis, dissatisfied with the traditional theology 

of Judaism and even with the 19th century mod.ifica tione.1 made 

by Reform and Conservative theologians. And so Reconstruc-

tionism satisfied the need of a harried Jewish community for 

intense belonging (the surest protection against at ta.ck) and. 

fox• a theology that appealed. to the growing number of Jews 

who could no longer accept belief in supernaturalism. 

-



Its basic principle was that Judaism is a civiliza

tion. And a civilization consists of social interaction 

(the desire to live together), language \Hebrew), social 

habits, and values.5 A folk religion should not try to em

brace peoples of different cultures but should "limit itself 

to those who have a common past and common environment. 116 

'rradJ. tional concepts were re-interpreted. Redemption meant 

the emergence of Jewish personality.? Functional Torah was 

the attitude of seriousness applied to one's civilization. 

11 l!.,ulf1llment of the Torah mee.ns creative and. maximum par

ticipation in the Jewish civilization."
8 

Israel is an 

internation with Palestine as its na~ional homeland. 9 

~Nationhood is the principal spiritual opportunity by which 

man is enabled to fulfil himself to the utmost."
10 

It becomes evident how again a religious id.eology gives 

sanction to the needs of its class. In this case, the 11 cl.a.es" 

is quite heterogeneous. But its backbone is the group of 

social welfare workers dependent on an organic Jewish com-

muni ty. As it voiced an appeal to a.11 Jews, :there m~y haV'e 

been the recognition that the moV'ement appealed to a need 

common to all Jews of whateV'er class during the thirties, 

a need to turn inward aften the rejection by so much of 

soci.ety. 

Among the Labor Zionists there is little evidence of 

an ideology of Jud.a.ism. rrhese Jewish workers channeled 

their aspirations and moral sense into both socialism and 

nationalism. They did not need the sanction of religion. 

And yet, in the yang~£d of 1930 there is an answer to the 

question, nwhat 1 s Jud.aism'? 11 
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••• 1 t is that chi la. bent over the holy scroll, 
on a Sabbath morning, reading in his turn the 
weekly parsha and taking upon himself in the 
courage of his young soul, the redoubtable yoke 
of God's covenant. It is the small link lengthen
ing the long chain of the Jewish tradition. There 
you have in a living and poeti.c form, an exact 
a.efin:l .. tion of Jud.aism .11 . 

So while formal religion is rejected as a system of thought, 

the Jewish culture of which religion is so much a part is 

prized. And Judaism becomes a beautiful part of that cul-

tur·e. 

The more consistent socialists of the Workmen's 

Circle rejected religion. Consequently, they had no philoso-

phy of Judaism. But a group cannot live.without a religion, 

even though it's hopes and aspirations are not couched in 

religious terminology, even though its concept of reality 

is completely secular. And so the C~ll 2!. ~o-~ speaks of 

~ Jewish euucation without religion, and then presents the 

11 r•eJ.igion 11 of the Wo1•kmen 1 s Circle: 

History, especially modern history, demonstrates 
that the ~oonomic and political life of the Jews 
is safer and more secure under a democracy, under 
a 1.&bor and socialist government than uno.er auto
cracy ••• Jewish education should therefor•e have for 
its goal the· idea of making the Jewish people realize 
the importance of identifying their economic and 
politibal security with the hopes and aspirations 
of the organized labor and socialistic movement and 12 
with all progressive and democratic forces in society. 

Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky maintained that religiousness is not a 

criterion of Jewishness but is a personal matter. For him 

Jewishness meant adherence to socialism and the Yiddish 

culture •13 Ana. so, even in the non-religious Circle there 

is a faith that spr~ngs from the needs of the Jewish prole-

I' 



tariat. 

Through the examples given it is hoped. that the evi

dence is sufficient to show that some aspects of the vary

ing ideologies of Judaism spring from the needs of the 

a.ifferen t classes within the Jewish community. As they 

solve their problems, as they justify their existence, 

as they·bolster their group ego, as they struggle for security 

in a world of insecure classes--their total way of life is 

sanctioned by their religion. The religious controversies 

of any age can best be understood in the light of the social 

forces of that age,. Even a.uring the th11"ties, the religious 

movements and controversies have been seen as part and. 

parcel of the aspirations and coriflicts of the different 

classes of American Jews. 

---
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XII. CONCLUSIONS 

This study of the American Jewish community and its 

reactions to major probl13ms has led. to certain broad con-

clu.sions. IJ.'he evidence has been given. In this chapter 

some of that evidence will be selected to una.erline the 

conclusions. 

1. The~ _ _in~~c i;_er :!. s ~J.ft@~_Qf_!he J ew.l@ ... £.QJill.fil!!U •. U 

~--m.ol~s~ed bl_ th~_genet,:ft.l en~.2£.__!;haJ:; com.m£.ni·ty,e 

It has been demonstrated that from the fertile soil of the 

twenties grew a. Jewish community of prosperity, of latent 

anti-SemitLsm covered by words of tolerance; a community 

that ha.a. little concern with an ti-Semitism e.broaa_, that was 

de-centralized in structure especially along organic ~ines, 

that was notable for a. high degree of harmony among the Jews 

themselves. It has further been shown that with the tre-

mendous changes in the general social order that took place 

in the early thirties, the tTewish community ex_perienced cor-

responding changes and a series of problems brought about 

by the new conditions. Prosperity gave way to poverty and 

partial recovery. The la tent anti-Semitism becani.e very 

overt in America and. ab:road--as world-wide depression :t•eleased 

frustrations ~nd opened a market for bigotry. Centraliza-

tion along organic and class-lines took place rapidly, t:-ls 

poverty brought the need fox~ the effic:lenoy of class-line 

centralize.tion and. anti-Semitism encouraged the organic 

pattern e And tensions within the J"ewish community increased 

manifold. 
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N.llfil!Lthe~~~wisJl co .. mmm1±1I~$. Anz_~JllL.V..&:.~er -9.f, ob..= 

je~tive _ _j._ns:l:,g_1111.±..9fil:!.9.ll._QL . ..Q1~~ouqt imJ2_Q_rt™~· may °I?§. 

clo!h~~-1~-l~~gonisl!.!§.. That there is basis for 

antagonism between every class in society in general ana. 

in the Jewish community in particular has been shown. An 

additional.factor characteristic of minority groups is the 

conflict between the more and less integrated members of 

the group. The issues over which tensions a.re expressed 

may vary from a statue to be dedicated to Haym Salomon or 

an article on Jewish sensuality to the proper method of 

answering the Hi tle1" menace or the true ideology of Zionism. 

definite socio-economlc classes. These classes have a .................. .._ ______ ,,,,, ... _ ....... _~---·--·-..,...,......._._ 
~· ~~§:.SS 129 :l n_j;_::_o f::.Y.1fil'.{~-~!!.RW£1r.£U°t t~~?l ti O.L..Jll'ObbJ..fil!!§.. 

~¢!.e~1:..9_gies ... ~.h~tM.exis.t_J:.Jl .!he Je~Jl~l:..U• The 

composltion of these classes has been examined in Chapter 

II. The existence of a class point-·of-·v1ew has been 

d.emonstrated by the evidence Of duplication in attitude Of 

the pex'iodicals of the same class and by the connection 

shown between the class reactions and the class needs. 

4. Wi tJ1in~hl.Sf3 __ :t;here is ~!!!L<!iff~rence be

~e interest_s and_ a.t.t.L~.11--~2.! th~ leadership .~ 

the interestB ana. atti tud.es of the rank-and-flle of. the ------------ .... ~ ..........---·-·- ....... ~ ........ ---
class. The old :middle-class leadership a.iffered w1 th the 

i"ank-and-file on the boycott isBue and on the interest in 

Zionism. Fa.cto1~s behind. those differences have been sug

gested. The new middle-class leadership was at times the 

object of attack by the class membership which claimed oli-
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garchic organization. The neo-Orthodox manufacturers and 

creditors did not have the same interests as their followers 

in the lower middle and working classi followers tor whom a 

new ideology of J·ewish nationalism was formede The Jewish 

Labor Committee had a much more 11 patriotic 11 attitude than 

did rank-and-file socialist anti-Zionists in the Workmen's 
1 

Circle. The semi-middle-class leadership of the Labor 

Zionists was very sympathetic to the New Deal in the shaky 

years of Supreme Court controversy, but the rank-and-file 

criticized the leadership for not supporting the 1936 

Socialis·t; ticket. And the leadership of the large Jewish 

unions spoke of overproduction and underconsumption in the 

same breath as they led the workers from socialist ideology 

into t}le New Deal camp. 

5 • rfhe__?.ttit}J,des Of ~~~...@_§_~!'<18 the SO~ 

problelfill. E!-n~c1,eolo_g_:1:_fus withiJ1. the J~wi§.h...£.2..ill!!!Y.~..&~ 

tre..ill.fil@_U,13,lU ~Q.Q.d by --~~L~nd interests of that 

.£1&!L~ wi thin_tfl.@ .. _9..Q.@.m~n:l;."!!.Y..· ':l.1he ·degree to which such in

fluences are determining factors will be decided by the in- . 

dividual on the basis of evidence given. In order to con

cretize this theory and to capsulize this thesis, the atti

tudes of each class will be summarized and some of the 

factors underlying those attitudes will be recalled. 

The old middle-class felt that the cause of the de-

pression was the psychology of fear. The solution lay in 

faith in America and in the na tui"al recuperative powers of 

the economic system. The old middle-class would admit no 

f'la.w in a system that had brought them so much prosperity--



as American businessmen and. as integrated Jews. But with 

their non-Jewish counterparts in the Chamber of Commerce, 

they supported the early New Deal amd the NRAo However, 

a.fter the upper layer of the middle-class saw that business 

was stimulated, they objected to the high taxes and the in

flation and the "governmental interference~" They opposed 

a preparedness program until the Chamber of Commerce stated 

that a self-contained economy was super-nationalism--as it 

was clear such preparedness was E-l.n answer to the recession. 

The rise of Hitler was the result of the German spirit. 

For this class could not ad.mi t that American businessmen might 

conceivably align themselves with fascism. Such an ad.mission 

would. throw doubt on the sect:tr•i ty of the ola. middle-class 

Jew. And so, the idea of a· nation 1 s spirit was taJcen from 

the nineteenth century her1tage--and the old middle-class 

used the same type of raoist ideology that Hitler was using 

in his attacks against the Jews. There were good spirits 

and bad, e.nd the Voice of .America. was thought to be a gree.t 

spir1 t that woula. speak and the waves of history would. flow 

backwards. The leader•ship 1 s opposition to the boycott was 

probably based on ~ueiness interests in Germany. Opposition 
, 

to ma.es meetings can be understood in the light of this 

group's tremendous stress on conformity as a. guarantee of 

integration and prosperi~y. 

Native American ~nti-Semitism was thought to be an idea 

that was imported from abroad.. An admission that this bigotry 

grew out of American social conditions would be an immediate 

challenge to a happy futur·e in America.. The idea. was stressed--
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anti-Semitism was an intellectual movement. And this idea 

had to come from Germany--eince it was foreign to the free 

American spiri.t. From this psychological approach, a pro-

gram of good-will meetingi::~ and statistics was u:r·gecl. Anti-

alien legislaM.on was suggested to keep out the fopeign 

influences. 

A class that feared. any challenge to the American 

economy would. have nothing to do with the Communist 
1 
s 

United Front. However, this class did need a solution 

for the world Jewish problem outside of a ~ewish state 

and immigration to .America.. And so, the Birobid.zhan pro

ject (among other territorial schemes) appealed to some of 

them. 1I1he leaders of tr1e class, perhaps looking for in

vestments in a sa tura tea. world and for a place where J"ews 

could go outside of the United States, participated in the 

efforts to build a place of refuge (although not a national 

state) for Jews in Palestine. The stress on conformity and 

the degree of integration of this class led to a minimizing 

of ritual in worship. A group that s tx•ongly denied Jewish 

nationalism needed a religious rationale for existence and 

~o stressed the mission of Israel. 

The new middle-class before a crisis never understood · 

society sufficiently to fear or predict the events to come. 

However after the crisis occurred (wbEther it be the de-

pression in America or the rise of Hitler), this class came 

forth with a 11adical sounding analysis of society in which 

was stated that the nature of the present social system is 

-~--~--=-
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responsible for depressions and for fascism. This r·a.dical 

analysis was invariably followed. by a p:r•ogram that did not 

stem from the analysis. After stating that the cause of 

the depression was inherent in present society and after 

fleeting identification with such 11 radical 11 movements as 

technocracy, the new middle-class embraced a program of 

social reform within the existing system and idolized the 

New Deal. And after evincing considerable understanding 

of the social forces behind Hitlerism, this class developed 

a program based on the effect of the Voice of America and 

mass meetings and the boycott.. While the boycott is com

patible with the analysis and would be expected from this 

section of the middle-class that had no interests in Germany, 

the faith in the Voice of America and mass meetings show that 

the class did not fully understand the implicati.ons of its 

analysis. This dualistic attitude of the new middle-class 

can be explained. by its marginal economic poei tion. When a. 

crisis occurs the new middle-class is hit very hara.. It 

will search for a radical solution and will give radical 

analyses--but only after the crisis has occurred. However, 

the member of this group is ultimately committed to a society 

which keeps him above the proletariat, to that society which 

has awarded him his new-found gains.. And so the program of 

action will never seriously endanger the existing social 

order and will frequently seem inconsisterit with the original 

analysis. 

This same ambivalence is seen in the dual analysis of 

the cause of American anti-Bemitism ••• at one time it is an 

-
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alien idea and. at another time it is inherent in the economy. 

But,· of course, the program for opposition to this anti

semitism follows the less radical analysis. Statistics, 

publioi ty, ana. exposure are employed.. Unhind.ered by the 

old middle-class' need for conformity (since the new middle

olass sprang from the Eastern European Jewish sub-cultur~), 

this group could afford to be more vociferous ana. non-conform

ing than the Jews of German background and. could join with 

other minority groups and the New Deal in a 11 progressive 11 

struggle. 

1rhe ne·w middle-class has always had a dream of uni ting 

with all social classes in an effort to form a better social 

order. 'rhis dream plus the suscepti blli ty to radical phrases 

and the lack of experience with the class struggle allowed 

some new middle.;..olass members to become easy prey for the 

Communist 1 s United Froi1t line. '.I.1he Zionism of this class 

was naturally influenced. by capitnlist 1 s method of coloniza

tion thr•ough large investments. · This led to an alliance with 

the non-Zionists, especially since Labor Zionism was rising 

throughout the world and American Zionism after the worldwid.e 

depression found itself ·with a greater chance for world leader

ship. The neo-Refo:rrn and Conserve. ti ve Judaism of the well-

es tablished m.ernber•s of the new midclle-class reflected their 

adaptation to the American environment in religious terms: 

they no longer wanted the complete traditionalism. But the 

traditions that they retained became ideological weapons to 

be used against the old. middle-class. 
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The leadership of neo-Orthodoxy--the manufacturers 

and creditors--had to develop attitudes that would meet 

their needs and the needs of their working class and lower 

middle-class followers. So, the "cfuepression was caused by 

the bad bankers and the government& Also invoked was the 

common religious ideology: social inequalities are eternal; 

the solution is to lead a good life and foll.ow the {f.o.r.~.h· 

In this way, neither workers nor manufacturers were blamed 

and. the existing system was in no way challenged. 

This unwillingness to challenge the existing order 

springs naturally from the high position of the class 

leadership in that order. And so, while economic factors 

·are given as underlying Hitlerism (manufacturers could 

ea~ily see these factors), they were factors (eg, the World 

War I defeat) that were not present in. the American economy 

and so the .American s_ocial structui-·e was safe. German Jewish 

apostasy was seen as a factor in German anti-Semitism; so 

even social prejudices played a part in the analysis. Mass 

meetings were opposed in editorials directed really against 

new mid.dle-class leadership. '11he boycott and. God were the 

two answers to Nazism. 

The need not to challenge the existing order (not even 

to the extent of the radical theories of the new middle

class) was seen in this class' psychological interpretation 

of American anti-Semitism. It was an alien idea, alien to 

the American spirit. It was also caused by actions that 

were deviations f~om the class program: by going astray after 

false economic ideologies, by bad. manners, and by falling 



away from Orthodoxy. American anti-Semitism could be com

batted by having more.Americanized manners .(conformity) and 

by setting up Jewish medical schools (acceptance of minority 

status). Hence, the peculiar position of this class as 

product of a sub-culture that is now in an economic position 

which makes for marginality is reflected in its program 

against American anti-Semitism. 

The need not to challenge the existing order is seen 
I 

clearly in the complete lack. of sympathy with the United 

Front. The religious factor of Orthodoxy versus "godless 

communism" also plays a. roleo The ~~chi ancl ~ 

~~- ideologies answer the needs of a class dangling 

between traditionalism, nationalism, and economic radicalism. 

The nee-Orthodox religion allows the class leadership to 

preserve its relig.tous i nsti tut ions, [to have] flexible 

ideology one wing of which would reject supernaturalism, 

and to integrate into American culture. 

(To simplify this summary tbe universalist groups among 

the Jewish professionals will be omitted.) The federation 

leaders and Eastern European welfare workers, educators, etc. 

who spearheaded the Reconstructionist movement were severely 

hit during the crisis, since their financi~l backing was 

dependent on the welfare of the middle-class. Being in close 

touch wlth the needy of society, they wePe very much aware of 

the reality of conditions. And so, they opposed the New 

Deal which they saw to be a temporary remedy. Their analysis· 

of society was extremely radical. However, when the New 
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Deal was under attack in its later a.aye, this group rallied 

to its support. For they feared the extremely conserva-

tive elements which were a ttack:tng Roosevelt. :B
1 urthermore 1 

the welfare worker is ul.ti.mately eommi tted to the society 

in which he is doing his work. Perhaps the rising native 

anti.-Semj.tism tha.t was directea_ against the e.dministration 

br•ought this group to the support of that administration. 

'11his group was slower :l.n support of preparedness than was 

the new middle-class (it was in a position to see more 

clearly the function tha. t prepax•ednesEl was playing in the 

economy); but it more ra.pidly acceptea. preparea.ness than 

d.td the Labor Zionist groupo Its program was a little more 

radical the.n the Gentile welfare workers; perhaps beci;i.use 

the latter group was not in such dire financial stress since 

it could rely on big industrialists for support and pe~haps 

because it lackea_ the backgrounO. of Eastern E:uropean radicalism. 

Thie class had a radical analyaie of Americ~n anti

semitism. Its conditions were basic to the American economic 

system. But again the program did not flow from the analysis ..• 

for reasons g1 ven abov·e. And so, the pro gram d.eveloped f 1 ·t 

into the Reconstruct1onist ideology: a strong Jewish cul-

ture to give security in a hostile world; vocational re

distribution that would make the Jewish community more 

organic; Jewlsh schools and. vocational guidance agencies. 

This group was most sympathetic to the United :B1 ront. 

It was the most radice.l of the bourgeoisie classes and yet 

had had no first .. ·hand experiences with the Communists in the 

working class. Birobidzhan was look.ea. on wj. th favor.; per-
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haps 1 t a ppearea. to be an or·gan1c comrnun1 ty 1n a non-

cap1 te,lis tic society that favored cultural pluralism .. 

'rhis group which stand.a on the class spect1•oscope between 

the new middle-class and the Labor Zionists had sympathies 

with both the General Zionists and Poale_ .£ii.Oll• But the Re

constructionists natur"ally apolrn of unity among all the 

Zionist parties, for their whole ideology cried for unity. 

More democracy in the Zionist groups and more J'ewish cul

ture in Zionism--these demands also came from the Recon-

structionist ideology. And this very ideology came from 

the needs of a group dependent for its welfare on a strong 

loyal organic J~wish community. 

The Jewish workingclasa in the early years of the 

depression ha.a. a clear understand.ing of society. F'or at 

this time theiy ·leadership was· not committed· to the New Deal 

progra.m. 1'his was before 1933. 1.l~he analysis of the Ameri

can depression pointed out the defects in the -capi ta.listic 

system very frankly ••• until the leader13hip gracl.u.ally changed 

the cause of the .depression from overprod.uction to. und.er-

consumption. The u.nd.ers ta.nding' of Hitler 1 s rise was re-

markably clear; and not only hie rise was predicted two 

years in advance but the future alliance of Hitler and 

capi ta.lism was understood ana. the inevitability of gover•n

ment sponsored anti-Semitism ana. a second World Wa.11 was seen. 

Fur thermo1~e, native American an ti-Semi t1sm was seen as a 

result of local social conditions. This clear analysis was 

facili ta.ted by the fact that under• certain conditions the 
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labor movement was not committed to the existing social 

order. And so, its spokesmen at times were free to present 

an objective pictt.we of that order. 

The Labor Zionis·t groups had some middle-class leader•

ship and were not from the old Bund organization. They at 

first opposed the New Deal as being a relief program. but 

when. the New Deal was under severe a tt;ack, the Labor Zionist 

leadership ceased i.ts attacks. And Labor Zionism supported 

with some reluctance the preparedness program. This mia_dle

class leaa..ership, while expressing a socialist ideology, we.s 

perhaps not whole-heartedly committed to a radical program 

that would_ replace the p1•esent society in which these 

leaders had such a prominent position. At any rate, the 

d.efini te m].ddle-class tinge in the Labor Zionist group under

lay its suppor•t of the New Deal when the soc:tal reform move-

ment was under attack from the Right. However, because of 

the primarily workingclass composition of this group, 1 ts 

actions were "to the left" of the most radical of the 

bourgeoisie classes. Its commitment to the American social 

order was minimal. 

And so, a radical analysis of Nazism was followed by 

a program that put no faith in mass meetings and the Voice 

of America. The boycott was advocated (a good labor move), 

but Palestine was viewed as the only solution. Similarly, 

a Jewish state would prove the eventual answer to American 
.··· 

anti-Semitism, although cooperation with other progressive 

groups was urged. So, Amer•ica 1 s. social order is expendable ••• 

but there is no urgency in its destruction--this seems to be 
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the attitude of Labor Zionist l$aderehip. 

Having had much ex:perience with disruptive Communist 

activity,, this group was consistently opposed to Communism. 

While commi ttea. to socialism, they did not fina. in this 

radical economic ideology the promise of immedie.te ful

fillment. And so, when socialism became.more of a theory 

~· and not an immediate program, many workers fun America 

adopted nationalism as an ideology that would grant emanci

pation. The combination in the case of the J'ews was Labor 

Zionism. Socialis~ and nationalism satisfied "religious" 

·-V.• 

needs. Bo J'u'daism was looked upon with nostalgia, as part of 

a prized culture. 

'I'he Wo1•kmen 1 s Circle was labor led, born, and bred., 

Its core was Bundist. These were men who adopted a 

socialist ideology when socialism was a movement of f'ul

fillment and not just of hope. Nationalism and religion 

were not need.ea.. So Zionism and Jud.a.ism had no place in 

their program. 'rhis group was consistently opposed to the 

New Deal, even when it was under attack. It refused to join 

the capitalist crusade against Hitler .before the War was 

declared. It _favored boycott of Germany (a unanimous labor 

policy) but ridiculed the Voice of America. 

American anti-Semitism was se~n as the result of local 

social concli tlons. Bundist id.eology forecast a tremena.ous 

increase of this ant1-Semit1smo But their class point of 

view would not permit a Jewish state to be the answer. Per

haps for this reason the Jewish Labor Cammi ttee was established. 

a Commlttee that opposed mass-meetings. ('rhey were aware of 
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their ineffectiveness and saw them as an expression of a 

rival class). But the Committee hailed the Voice of America 

in direct contradiction to the Bundist ideology. But then 

the leaders of thi 8 group needed some immed.ia te answer to 

pressing Jewish problems, for Labor Zioni.sm must have been 

very attractive to its members. Also flowing from this 

need for• some solution was the Work.men 1 s Circle 1 s partiality 

for thEJ Birobidzhan project: Despite its constant opposition 

to the United l!.,ront and. 1 ts great experie nee with the Com

muni.st Party, the need for a solution to the world J"ew:Lsh 

problem outslde of Palestine was so pressing that Biro

bidzhan was considered favorably. 

The a.t1;i tudes of the Communist Party were seen as 

reflecting the pri:me.ry need of that movement: to destroy 

any successful working class movement outside of Russia. 

Hence, the dual unionism of depression days and the dis

ruptive activity in the German Social-Democratic movement. 

But with the rise of Hitler the Line changed so that Com-

munism cou1a_ remain a movement:. the Party had to line up 

against· fascism. So the Party was more favorable to the New 

D~al, protested loudly against Hitler, and was more polite 

in its opposition to Zionism. It suddenly became concerned 

with anti-Semitism, a product of reaction. 

'rhrough this summary of some of the evidences a.dvanced 

in this study, it shou1a_ be clear that the a tti tucles of each 

class towards the problems and ideologies within the Jewish 

community are tremendously influenced by the needs and 

interests of that class within the community. 
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6. The influence of the needs ana. interes_ts_gf .11 

~}.'j;icula,r class may a_~ s to..r.~ ... !hat cla..Q.~.§.w o {._f:~_a]:_t t;y 

~nd may hinder that clas11'...2J:2l.J .. itx __ to de?-1 w~.!!h .. J;£le s99.!§:1 

~§..!TIQ 1 t is faci]lg. Distortion of reality due to com~· 

mi.tme.nt · to the existing social order can be found to some 

e~ctent in every class. · An obvious eocample is the old 

middle-class' analysis of American anti-Semitism as an alien 

idea. The Reconstructionist program for a democratic organic 

Jewish community anc1 its voca tione.l re-d.is tribution plans 

disregard the effects of general social forces on the Jewish 

community. Depressions cannot be due to both overproduction 

ana_ underconsumption as labor leadership did main ta in. 'I1he 

manners of Jews does not underly anti-Semitism anc1 the 

d~preseion was not caused by the government and bankers--

flB the nee-Orthodox group ma1nta.1nB. And if the new mia.dle~ 

cl~ss 1 radical analyses are correct, its conservative pro-

gram is wrong--or visa-versa. 

7. Whe1L.we1nbers 9.1'-1:Ltl~J1.e.c;,Ql!l.~ .a]'I.~.re~_of_tthgse .. -PJ:.a~§. 

need§~ ~Jntere s};9 Jih1ch.J.l..f.'..e fi!O im129_rtan t _i.lf. s9-§!:.PJ:Jl.E... the 

Just as understanding of the self gives one more control over 

his actions ancl a more mature view of life , so understanding 

of those social forces that shape opinions ana_ attitudes 

towards society can emancipate the individual from his 

"social unconscious" and give his intellect more control 

over his view of society. 

Understanding--of self or society--brings freedom. 

-~-
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IN 1I1HE CASE Oli' PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERH: WHEN PAGE NUMBF~RS 
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CB 

OJR 

CY 
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!LIB 

.!lb 
JO 
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Ame.r.1:.2.an ~.§..£ Qfil:lli!~~ Inq~ 
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~ll~i D1 t~ MagazJ:r~~ 

Cong.~ Bulle tJ:..11 

.Q.Qntem.J?.orar;y ~alt Heco!'.4 

Call Qf Yo:td!!.h 

J~:!-sh F'.£.9...11.tiQ.E, 

~~~sJ:i Lif~ 

Jewish Outlook -...- --"I--.----

JS ~~fil:! ~J1e~~. 

g b!,a°9..Q£. ;p!l-1~..§tin~ 

LZJR 

N0l:l3§. 

N~. 

S.AJR 

SSC _ _l 

Lab_Q!, ~1.q_&tl J:Jews1_~~ 

National Conference of Jewish Social Service: AnnUafReport:---- - --~-------

f'T ELW.: J{_al~fJ.!±..11~ 

.?A~ I~e_vie.N. 
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B11:iliography 

Perigd~~ 

The following lTewish periodicals were primary sources o 

Every issue available in the period 1929-1939 was investi

gates. This included: 

M.Y~dlee (New York: 1929-1939), usually weeklYe 

Am~ric~ !!§:pre!. (Chica.go: 1929-1939), weekly. 

Amer•_tc~E, J~w~~ Congress . .9.0PF.~-~r (New York: 1933-L~), irregular. 

~~all .Q°~!".11?£ Cong_r,~ss .. I!!.<?-.!3~ (New York: 1929-30), i:rr•egular. 

Amerlq!}n !ewish Year• Bqok. (New Yor•k:: 1929-1939), annue.l. 

~i B 1 ri!Q !;l:agag.:tne ( Chj.cago: 1929-1939) , monthly. 

~.naJ_ ~r± th Nes_~l'IB.§!. (Los Angeles: 1929-1939), weekly. 

0~11 of x_9ut_l!. (New 'Yor•k: l9Jlr-1937), monthly. 

Con.gr~ Bull~tiq (New York: 193.5-1939), weeklyo 

Q.9nte,m.J2.?.F.~ Jewish Re.£.QEd (New York: 1938-9), b1-mon1;hly. 

Je~is..h F.9!U£!. (New York: 1929-1939), monthly~ 

Jewish ~~.2!. (New York: 193~"-1939), monthly. 

Jewish Lif~ (New York.: 1937-8), monthly. 

JeJ!1Sh ~oo~ (New York: 1938-9), monthly. 

~.±§h peo12.l§ 1 s YoJ_Q~ (New York: 1938-9), 

.~e1<JisJ.l Socj.a1, .@&.rv.ie~ ~_§.rt~ (New York: 1929-1939). 

~ (New York: 1929-1939) , usually wee.kly ~ 

~. Pales_~.!.ill!. (New York: 1933), monthly. 

r.Jaeor Zi~~ Bewel§~te,;:, (New Y'ork: 1936-9)' for•tnightly. 

~.2.!~ ~al (New York.: 1929-1939), monthly. 

~~ .Qpnfer~noe gf .c!gJ!'[.LsP. Spqill Service: Pro,£~ecli!!_gs 

(New York: 1929-1936), Annual. 

--- __ " __________________ _ 
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Na~ Copfe_F.§1!.Q.Q. of_ Jewish Soci~l Welfare: P.J'O.Q~.~-qJ_:gg.§. 

(New York: 193?-9), annua.1. 

Ne'! Pal~.~-tin$e, (New York: 1929-1938), monthly. 

Q.:r21D~O!!, (New York! 1931-1939), monthly a 

Reconstructionist (New York: 1935-1939), bi-weekly .. ...;......--......;.....;.;;;...______ . 
SAJ Review (New York: 1928-9), weeklYo - ----- ' 

.§.£ri~~ (Portland: 1929-1939), weekly. 

~~ (New York: 1929-30), monthly. 

':I.1he following non-Jewish periodicals were investiga. ted.: 

~~c~ Federa.t1~n1s.t. 

Ans rica.11 Me.r.c.E!'.X• 

.For·~~n~. 

L~:f!.Q!. ~e. 

Na tioJl. 

~.9~ !}jffi1ness. 

Ne.1[ Mass~.[· 

'I1he following seconda:r•y sources wer•e used: 

BEARD, CHARLES A. AND MAH'Y R. Ameri~.~ .Bl ~_?-ss~ge:h 

New York: Macmillan, 1946. 

CHURGIN, P. AND LEON GELLMAN (ed.$) • Mizra.chi Jubi]-.,i:le. 

Publication. New York: Posy-Shouleon Press, 1936. 

Jl~LBOGEN, I SMAR. ~- Q~.ntu.J'Y.. of Jewish 11f!• Philadelphia: 

Jewish Publication Society, 1942~,. 

GLASSMAN, LEO. (ed.) ,. fil..Q.gra12,!1.i.Q.§;l E.ncycJ.one~a of AmerJ_can. 

Jews. New York: Maurice Jacobs and. Leo Glassman, 193.5· 

GOULD 1 JEAN. Sidn~y: BJ.:1-lma.12" Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, 

19.52 .. 



HUBl!,,V\D:'I1Z, J. C. Th;§. ~_g_gl§. for. PaJ:§l13~.. New York: 

Wo Wo Norton & Co., 1950. 

HUFlWir:L1Z, MAXMILLIAN. ~2,!X of. j;he }'!or~~~ C_~9l~. 

New York: The Workmen's Circle, 1936. 

KARPF', MAURICE, Jewish Q.ommv.r.ii .. U ~ill.911 in ]]}& United 

States. New York: Bloch, 1938. 

LIPSKY, LOUIS. 

York: Nesher, 1927. 

MILLS, CHARLES. Whij!Q .Qo,;Ll~.. New Yo1•lt: Oxford., 1951. 

SCWARZ, SOLOMON. The ~£. in th.§. S_gyiet UJ:}}._9.Jl· Syracuse 

University Press, 1951. 

SIMONS, JOHN (ed .. ) • Who 1 s \rfuo in ~ J'ewr•.;y,, 1938-9. 

New York: National News Assn., 1939 .. 

STERNBERG, F'RITZ. Capij;a:U..fil!l anct fl~_cial~sm £Q Trial. New 

York: John D~y Co., 1950. 

" STH.AOI·mY', JOHN. ~ l_rat_g,r~~ Qf ~b;,Q. .Q..a1?1~llifil. Cr•iB~.§..· New 

York: Covici, Friede, 1935· 

Who~.E!. ~Jho in American Jewr.z, 1928. New York: Jewish 

· Biographfo al Bureau, 1928 .. 
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APPENDIX 

Aspects of the Socialist Nationalist and Socialist 
anti-Nationalist Movements in Eastern European Jewry 

An understanding of the Buna_j.st and Labor Zionist 

groups in America. is dependent upon an understanding of 

the rise of those groups in Eastern Europe.. 'Why did some 

Russian Jews become socj.alist anti-Zionists and others, 

socialist Zionists? Why did the Peale Zion modify the 

class-conscious ideology of its foun~er and become more 

11 middle-class 11 in leadership and in program? When we 

can answer theBe ques·tions, we will have a. clearer picture 

of the social composition of the Amer:i.ca.n Bundist and 

Labor Zionist groupB whose membership came in large part 

from the 11 mother 11 movements in Eastern Europe. Therefore, 

a study of the rise of the different brands of Jewish 

socialism in Hussia should. be of value e 'rhis analysis, 

while dealing with all groups·, will etresf:I the Labor Zionist 

gx·oup farmed by Ber Bo:r•ochov. 

Social forces in Rµssia from 1861 through 1881 made 

for the development of socialist ideology but those 

forces did not encourage any Jewish na. tionalistj.c develop-

ment. J:t'"'or this was the period of ;Alexander II 1 s 11 revolut1on 

from above • 11 , The "liberal" Czar fr•eed the peasants a.na. 

encour•Gtged ino.uBtrializa.tion. li'rom 1865 to 1890 coal pro

duction was multiplied by seventeen. A large railroad 

system was built. On the basis of these producer-goods in

dui:1tries, consumer goods were produced beginning in the 

1870 1 s. Jews worked. in textile industries in Moscow, Lodz, 
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and Bialystok; in leather industries in Smorgon and 

Shavli (Lithuania); and in tobacco, in the Ukraine. Thus 

the Jewish artisans and craftsmen--formerly employed in pre~ 

capitalistic moa.es of p roduction--graa.ually found their way 

into Russian consumer-goods industry. This industry was on 

a very small scale (in Bialystock an average of 26 workers 

in a factory) and was similar to the early "putting out" 

system of embryonic British ca.pi talism. Meanwhile members 

of the first guild--the Jews who could afford· to pay a large 

tax for membership in tba t guilcl--were given pref erred 

treatment by the Czar. They participated in bank1ng and. 

railway con·tracting. They were centered. in the large cities ••• 

especially up north. Baron Ginsburg formed the OPE, the 

Society for spreadJ.ng education among 1Jews in Russia, and. 

was a supporter of Zederman 1 s gam~_li t~--which appeared to 

be sort of a Russian Ha-ma~~.f.· 

The freeing of the peasants ancl their difficult; plight 

face to f'ace with the world market led to agitation by the 

Narodn1k party, led by Tohernishevsky. This group d.eveloped. 

a socialist ideology based on the peasantryG However, it 

was a small group of intelligent$ia and a.id. not sp:ring from 

the peasants themselves and it glowed. with the romanticism 

of Tolstoy. The peasants paid little.heed to these leaders. 

There were some Jews in this movement, but they did not play 

a dominant role--there were virtually no Jewish peasants. 

From this picture of society, it can be seen that the 

seeds of socialism were sown among the Jews: there was the 

industrial development (and there were some spontaneous 
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strikes by Jewish workers); ancl ther•e was a Russif.m 

peasant socialism in its early stages (this attracted a 

few Jews). But such a socialism would take on no dis-

·tinctly Jewish form' since in this early period of ind.us trial 

development the problems of the Jewish workers were prae-

tically identical with those of the non-Jewish and since 

Czar Alexander gave promise (even to the poor Jew) of po

tentially better treatment. 

These are the social roots of the Vilna Circle. In 

a rabbinic seminary in Vilna in 1875, Aaron Sundeleviteh 

led the first Jewish socialist group: a circle of oosmo-

politanists, mostly Narodniks, who felt that the Jews were 

only a relj.gious group and. that religion was dead. They ex

pected assimilation and would. admit no particular•ly Jewish 

nature of their group. Also in the 701 s, Aaron lJiberman and 

a group of refugees in Lona_on startea_ a circle based on the 

Narodnik-cosmopolite pattern. But Liberman himself stressed 

cultural nationalism more than did hie followers o '.J:lhe group 

mad.a no impr•ession on the London workers ancl Liberman left 

for Vienna. 

There then were th:rown into motion a series of social 

forces that encouraged Marxism (as opposed to Narodnikism) 

and Jewish 11 particularism. 11 Alexander II felt that further 

concessions to -the embryonic Russian middle-class and 

peasantry would threaten Czarist rule. So he ~a-invoked old 

restrictions. He was assassinated in 1881 by a group of 



I 

329 

Narodniks. He was succeeded by Alexander III and Nicholas 

II (1894) who continued the repressive policy. Thie led 

to a tremendous intensifj.cation of the problems of the new 

Russian pr•oletariat and. mad.e them fertile ground for the 

already d.eveloped Marxian ideology. And so, between 1883 

and 1898, Plekhanov, Axelrod, Deutsch, and Zasulitch were 

forming in Geneva a Marxism adopted to Russian needs. This 

led (under Lenin 1 s guidance) to the establishment j,n Russia. 

in 189t3 of the Russian Social-·Democra tic Party (RSDP) com

posed of Men~heviks and Bolsheviks~ 

This development of Russian Marxism was very appealing 

to the Jewish proletariat and intelligentsia. For, the 

Narodn1k pea.santism was ve:r•y theoretical to the tTews who 

had. no social base for such a movement D And with the worsen-

ing conditions of Russian la.bor in general, the Sews began 

to suffer to an even greater <tli.iegree" Borochov speaks of the 

fact that now the Jews were limited to a few industries 

mostly run by Jews and that even Jewish employers often 

refused to hire Jews. The first major strike occurroa. among 

the Jewish weavers of Bialystock in 1887. And so, the social 

groundwork was laid for the development of a Jewish socialism 

based on the ne~ds of the proletariat and grounded in the 

theories of Karl M~rx ••• as interpret~a. by Plekhanov and 

others. 

The Jewish socialist movement became more particularistic 

because of a series of rejections by all phases of Russian 

society. In 1881 there began a series of pogroms in South 

B.u.ssia.--in the towns of Podol; Demlovka, Smyela, Odessa, and 
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Kiev.. 1rhose pogroms were instigated by the government to 

divert the mind.a of the masses away from the real sour•ce 

of the new repressive measures. Particularly· discouraging 

to J'ewish socialists was the attitude of the Narod.naya-Volia 

(People's Will)--their own Narodnik orgariization--which main-. . ' 

tained. that the pogroms were a sign of revolutionary awaken

ing. (Patkin, p. 89). The members of the first guild. were, 

of course, crushed and disillusioned by the tuPn of events. 

On into the 1890 1 s continued the. persecution and its center 

continued to be in the Ukraine: 

No place in the empire could vie as regards hostility 
to the Jews ·with the city of Kiev ( Dubnow, V. III, 
p .. 19). 

Many Jews emi.grated to America: these were primarily Jews 

who were not completely impoverished but who had enough 

money to send themselves to the new land. · America attracted 

Jews primarily from northern Russia, Poland, and Lithuania.--

where conditions were not so bad. 

G·i ven the' new social forces of persecution, 1 t was 

inevitable that the old cosmopolitan Jewish socialism would 

have to give way to a more particularistic ideology. For 

the Jews--all of them--had become conscious of a pa:r•ticular 

Jewish problem that was not faced by the non-Jewish popula

tion. But there was no one ideology that met the needs of 

Jewish socialists. On the contrary, there were Bundists, 

Seimists, Socialist Zionists, Minsker Poale Zion, 11 Regular 11 

Poale Zion, ancl Autonomists. It will be shown that the 

d.egree of cJewish particularism in these groups varied directly 

with the degree of rejection from the Russian society. While 
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all groups had turned from the cosmopolite ideology, the 

groups in the North (where immigration to .America. was more 

easily <.lone and where there were better cond:l. tions generally 

and where there were no serious pogroms until the turn. of 

the century)--the Northern groups stresse<.l. living in the 

Galut anc1 negatea. Palestinism; while the Ukraine became 

the center for Zionist activity among the proletariat (for 

there occurred the f1rs:b series of pogroms anc.'l from there 

immigration to America was more difficult) • 

It will be reoallec1 that the incr·eased impoverishment 

of the Russian proletariat led. to a.n application of Marxism 

to the Russian working class. And the repressive treatment 

of the 1880' s and 1890' s led 'to varying degrees of particulariza

tion within the Jewish socialist groups. These groups will 

now be briefly discussed in the light of these social forces. 

The Bu~~ can be traced back to a small circle of 

socialists in Wilna in 1892--some of them Narodniks turned 

Marxian and all with the tradition of cosmopolitanism. Juli 

Zederbaum was the grandson of the ed.i tor of Hameli tz. ,Ad_olf ' .. ,_.... 

Kremer, the leader, in a. series of pamphlets vigorously op

posed Palestin1sm. There was at first no effort at Yiddish 

cul tu1"al development,. Here wa.s simply a group of intelli-
,. 

gentsia applying Marxian principles to their cosmopolitan 

socialism. The organization was formed officially 1n 1897 

ana_ was centered in Northern Russia, Lithuania, and Poland. 

Borochov testifies to this description of 11 Bund territory 11
: 

From Vitebsk, Poale-Zion penetrated into Bund 
territory in 190.3-5 and spread over Lithuania 
and Poland. (Bordchov, p. 181). 

' i 
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1ro hold the working class which was a part of Yid.Clish 

culture, the Bund leaders had to incorporate this culture 

as a part of their program. In 1897 the Bund considered 

itself to be simply an organizational unity within the 

RSDP--then in formation. But by 1900, Bund resolutions 

opposed. national oppression and. admitted that the Jews 

could be classed as a nation. However, Zionism was deemed 

a bourgeois movement and national emotions were deplored. 

A cul turist wing grew up in the Bund ana. opposed the old 

cosmopolites. This was possibly an effort of the workers 

themselves to wrest control of the organization from the 

early intelligentsia. leadership. The RSDP, led. by Lenin and 

:I.ts publication J&_kra, attacked the culturist group and sup ... 

ported the old cosompolite leadership. In 1903 at the 

London conference of the HSDP, the Party refused to grant 

the Bunda federated status, so the Bund--now led.by the 

cul turists•-became 1na.epend.ent. Vla.dimir Med.em was now the 

lead.er, and he stressed salvation through Marxian social ism 

in the Galut. 

And so, the Bund was a proa.uct not only of the develop

ing Russia.n Marxism. But having as its social base the 

workers least affected by the pogroms, it was the least par

ticularistic of the Jewish socialist groups.. Still the 

Jewish problems of the period did. result in a particular 

Jewish cultural character and in its exodus from the RSDP. 

The embryonic Peale Zion groups were founded around 

1900 in va.rious sections of Russia. However only· the group 
.. 

led by Borochov in South Russia was definitely Palestinian-

Ii 
) . 
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centered. There were three other groups that broke with 

Boroohov 1s Poale-Zion becauae of its Paleetinism: 

The name, llPoale Zion, 11 was 01•iginated with the Minsker 

Poale Zion, organized in 1900. This Minsk group favored 

the Uganda proposal at the 1903 World Zionist CongreEJEJ. Four 

years after the defea.t of Uganda, the group joined the 

Sooia.list-ZionJ.s ts (S.S. )-~·another terri to1•ial group. 

This S.S. grov.p was led b;i,r Jakob Leetschinsky and was 

formed. after the rejection of the Uganda proposal. It 

developed. the theory of non-proletarianization: the Jews 

cannot become proletarianized in the ~!; the solution is 

a territory. Territorialism is a historical necessity, but 

Palestinism is romantic nationalism~ This movement was 

acti.ve in one. hundred large cities. It joined. the ITO. 

It broke with Poale Zion in January, 1905. 

The Seimists (or SERP) were even more _g§lut-centered 

than were the S .s. Socia.11srn is to be achieved in the gal:u.! 

through national mino1•i ties. A Jewish ~ (parliH,rnent) would 

be established and controlled by the proletariat and pro

gressive bourgeoisie. This (as can be imagined by the 

id.eology) was not a wo1"keri:i 1 group but was a small ·circle 

of intellectual leaders who hailed the Yiddishist-Inter-

nationalist Zh1tlowsky as their intellectual forbear. It 

was non-Mar•xist.. It dropped out of Poale Zion in December, 

1905, but many of its members eventually :rejoined the party. 

While territorial1.sm was a distant goal, salvation could be 

gained in large measure throv.gh the J·ewi sh na tion,al organism 
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Another group never associated with Poale Zion was 

D.ubnow 1 s People's Party, organized in Petersburg in 1906. 

Dubnow look~ed upon .the &§:M_ as the constant factor in 

Jewish history, favored autonomism, and opposed the 

Zionist's negation of the ~~fil... But this, too, was no 

mass movement. 

It is now clear that the groups which opposed. Borochov 1 s 

Palestinism were primarily the Bund with its center in 

Nor·thern Rue sia, Poland, and Li thu.ania; the Peale-Zion of 

M1_11slf. (north Russia); the People 1 s Party of Peter~!(?QEE.• 

The S.S. group with its base in a hundred cities throughout 

Russia looked to a territorial solution and stood in its 

galut-stress about midway between the Bund and Borochov. 

The geograpM.cal location of the Seimist is in doubt, but 

it was a. small group that Roon pacrned OllJ!.t of existence. 

The geographical di vis1.ons are signifj.cant. 

It has been demonstre.ted tha.t the Palestinism of the 

Jewish labor movement arose to meet the needs of the per-

secuted proletariat of South Russia. Here were the people 

who bore the brunt of the pogroms of the 80 1s and 90 1 e and 

who could not easily move to America a rl1hey were, therefore, 

ready to hear that America was not the answer. While this 

movement flourished. in South Hussia., it was eventually able 

to make inr•oad.s into (as Borochov put it) Bund territorye 

But this ideological invasion could not and did not take 

place unt:tl the pogroms of 190Lr-5 in Minsk, Lodz, Brest-·Li tovsk, 

ana. Hornel ha.d cU.silJ.usioned many of the Bundist workers. 

Again social forces (the anti-Semitic pogroms used to break 

I,: 
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up the abox•ti ve revolution) paved. the way fo1• the advance 

of Labor Zionist ideology. 

Finally the Poale Zion movement led by Borochov in 

South Russia can be analyzed in the light of the social 

forces which made it possible: the development of Rus:sian 

Marxism to meet the needs of the Russian· proletariat and 

the particularly tragic plight of the Jews in Southern Russia. 

who were now ripe for a Palestinian solution: salvation 

could not be found in the ~]:.:gt, immigration to Amerj.ca was 

very difficult for them ,--·the Jewi.sh proletariat dis covt-lred 

a national problem that could only be solved in Palestine. 

Ber Borochov was born in 1881 in the Ukr~tine. His 

family moved to Pol ta.va and. was of high enough social 

position to place Ber in the gymnasium. His father.was a 

teacher. Ber gradult ted in 1900 and. did not receive e. 

scholar ship award. because of an ti-Sem1:ti sm i.n the school. 

In 1900, he joined the Bund. but was expelled in 1901 because 

of his nationalistic leanings. In 1903 he wrote his first 

essay entitled, llThe Nature of the Jewish Intellect." In 

1905, he joined Peale Zion. He immediately wrote his most 

significant works, 11 The Ns.tiona.l Question e,nd the Class 

Struggle 11 and 11 Our Pla.tf'orm 11 --the creed. of Poale Zion. 

Among the revolutionary refugees after 1906, he fled to the 

Hague. He spent time in AmSrica before the W~rld War and 

opposed America's entry into the war. He returned to Russia 

at the time of the Revolution, but he died at the age of 

.36--on December 17, 1917. 

\,,., 
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So, as the Russian social1st movement, the main leader

ship of Poale Zion came from the intelligentsia of the crushed 

rnj.ddle-class. 

Borochov•s ideology can be divided into four aspects: 

1. 1l1he Jewish worker, not being in basic industries, is in-

effective in the class struggle. 

2. Only in Palestine can he be in basic industries. 

3. The progressive nationalism necessa:i:•y for the establish

ment of a Jewish state in Palestine is compatible wi.th 

Mar•xism. 

4. The following program is needed: the proletariat should 

direct the emigration of the pe tty-bom•geoisie; should demand 

national autonomy in the gal,:ut,--·al though this will produce 

no radical change in his position. A belief in the in

evitable development of Zionism is changed to mor•e stress 

on self-help and a more active role by the proletariat. 

1.rhis is his progra.rn in plain words. But his writings 

are couched in Marxian terms and. a.re filled with acute ob-

serve.tions of the Jewish wor1a. of bis day. 

1. The Jewish worker, not being in basic industries, 

is ineffective in the class struggle. 

The necessity for a territory in the case of the 
Jews results from the unsatisfactory economic 
strategic base qf the Jewish proletariat. ("Our 
Platform," p. 196) 

But the class struggle can take pla.ce only whe:t•e 
the worker toils, ie., where he has already occupied 
a certain workplace. 1I1he weaker· his status at this 
position, the less ground he has for a systematic 
st1•uggle. ( 11 National1sm and. the Class Struggle, 11 

p 0 159) 

That the Jewish wo1·ker cannot be :tn basic i nd.ustries in the 
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~lut is 1n evidence through Borochov 1s Russiao Further

more, Borochov constantly points out the displacement of 

Jewish woPkers by the peasants and the discrimination against 

Jews by Jewish employers. (II Jewish anti-Semi t:lsm 11 ). In his 

11 Economic Development of the Jewish People" he advances 

various reasons for the fact that Jews stress human and 

mental labor over .natur•a.l ana. physical., The landless 

history of the Jews has removed them from nature and 11 from 

the occupations which are at the hub of history. 11 (p. 69). 

Jews are pushed out of industries as soon as the native 

population can work in those industries. Marxian terminology 

is used: since con1:1tant capital increases at the expense 

of variable capital and. si.nce (Jews are not i·n heavy ind.ustry, 

the development of t;echnology tht>ows Jews out of work more 

rapidly than non-Jews. 

2- Only in Palestine can the Jew be in basic indus

tries. For the Jew to be in basic industry he must go to 

undeveloped countries. In highly 1ndtistr1alized countries 

he is not able to get into the basic industries. In fact, 

those countries will soon exclude him altogether~ 

In ord.er that the Jewish immigration may be diverted 
to coloniza.tion of undeveloped countries, it is not 
sufficient that the colonization merely should be 
useful to Jews. It is also necessar•y that the im
migration to the previous centers become more dif f i
cult. This, as a matter of fact, is ~ng ~1~9...£• 
Be cam of !:).~ tio11tl com_£,eti_:!;iog, 1mmigr•ation in to the 
well-d.evelopea. ca.pi tal:lstic countries is being limited 

(UQur• Platform, 11 p. 191) 

In Palestine, the Jewish worker can paralyze the whole in

dustry by a single strike. 

The social forces of oppression are quite clear in 

i !' 
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Borochov 1 s appeal to the workers: 

The terrible national oppression; the exploitation 
on the part of petty Jewish capita.lists; ana. the 
compar·a ti vely high cultural level ana. restlessness 
of the city-bred Jewish proletarie.n, the son of the 
people of the book--these generate an overwhelming 
revolutionary energy and an exalted spirit of self
sacrifice. This revolutionary zeal, hampered by 
the limitations of the strategic base, very frequently 
assumes grotesque forms •.• A chainea_ Prometheus who 
in helpless rage tears the feathers of the vulture 
that preys on him--that is the symbol of the Jewish 
proletariat. (OP, p. 195) 

The answer is Palestine~ •. ana. a progressive nationalism. 

Palestine is chosen above other agricultural undevelop-

ed territories, because of the national character of J'e·si sh 

immigration. Palestine, pr•actica.lly speaking, is the only 

undeveloped count:r•y where the Jews would not have to compete 

with a native class and. where petty and middle ca.pi tal would. 

be spontaneously 1nvented. This 11 Balest1nism 11 is neither 

theoretical nor practical but 11 pred1cative." (OP, p. 203). 

Thus Borochov answers the territorialists. 

3. But he still must answer the Marxists who consider 

nationalism to be incompatible with true socialism .. And 

this is the burden of "Nationalism and the Class Struggle"--

a fascinating essay in which the Jews are never mentioned 

specifically, which begins with Marxian dialectics and 

makes Jewish na tiona.lism compatible with socialism: 

'I1he Marxie.:n analysis of forces of production and. re-

lations of production fails to explain national groupings. 

Marx ignores the geographic al, historical, and. anthropoligcal 

conditions which are different in different areas. Marx does 

admit in the third volume of Ca:pita.1:, that differences in 

natural environment and race lead to different developments 

of the economic base. But this is as far as he goes. Marx 

:;. 
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speaks only of the class struggle which takes place when 

1:he forces of production are so far ad.vane ea. that the rela

tions of production become archaic. However, Marx does 

not analyze the national struggle which takes place when 

conditions of profu1ction (those historical, geographical, 

etc. factors mentioned above) call for expansion: 

A national struggle takes place whenever the 
development of the conditions of production be
longing to a social group be better, mo1,e ad
vantageous, or in general that they be expa.na_ed. 
(p. lL~O) 

This national struggle is for purely material gain: 

Every social phenomenon is primarily related to the 
material elements of soclety., A struggle ls waged 
not for 'spiritual' things but for certain economic 
a.a.vantages in social.life (P. 140) 

Jm:it as Marx uses the term 11 class 11 to refer to both claErn-

consciousness and the objective existence of people lacking 

class-awareness but playing the same role in the r•elatlons 

of prQduction, so the ter'.m 11 nation 11 should be applled to a 

people 1 s awareness of self and the term 11 people 11 to the 

objective existence of the people who laolr. self-awa.r·eness. 

Within every nation there are different kinds of 

nationalisms. The great bourgeoisie needf1 a home base to 

capt;ui-•e the world market. 

International competition is not a reBult of some 
despotic, egotistic trait of th~ ruling class~s. 
Rather it is a result of the unconditional need of 
the oapi talistic economieB to expand 1,1hile they are 
developing. 

This competition develops in predisposed individuals, 
who are concerned thereby, certain sentiments and 
emotions. And although the sentiments and emotions 
are deeply enrooted in economic life, it seems to 
those people who a.re imbued with them that they are 
in no way related to the mater:lal life. They fail 
to see the.deep economic basis of these feelings, 

.~~~~~~~--------------------................ .. 
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and they therefore lose every possibility of 
understanding their own motives, which to them 
appear holy and far removed from the materialis-
tic. (p. 16.3) · 

340 

Middle-class nationalism is concerned with the consumer's 

market: 

In reality they fear every social upheaval, f'or• 
it might signify their death warrant. Tht:)y sanctify 
orderliness, and mortally fear revolution. They 
cling fast .to whatever property.is still in their 
possesEdon, and tremble leflt that too be wrested 
from them. They are therefore the bulwark of 
111avr and order, 11 and are r•eady to defend. with fire 
and sword the existing order of things. In general, 
they are vexatious, as might be expected from an 
element which is on the downgrade to pauperizatlon, 
and which cannot fight for its future or face it 
squarely. Everything that is in whatever degree 
unusual or strange, appearB to them as rebellious, 
traitorous, and subversive.. Their poor dull wit 
will not permit them to rise above their drab 
possessiveness. (p. 155) 

All this has nrovided excellent soil for various 
nationalistic- prejudices and superstitions. '11he 
poor bsad of the petty bourgeoisie is filled only 
with 11 we 11 and 11 they, 11 11 native 11 and 11 alien. 11 In-
cidentally, the members of this class are always at 
one another's thr•oa t 'because of 111utual competition, 
and there is no common meeting ground whereon their 
class interests may converge. (p. 155) 

Pro le ta:r•ian nationalism is based on need for the land 11 as a 

place in which to work •11 This na tione,lism may develop into 

compc:Jti t:lon among workers ancl to immigration poJJ.cies on 

behalf of the native proletariat. This type of nationalism 

hinders class-consciousness and has slowed down the American 

labor movement. However the class struggle can take place 

only in a place where the worker toils, so some national 

feeling is needed simply to preserve the base for that 

struggle. 

Normal conditions of production will give free play to 

the class struggle and will tend to de-nationalize the 

---·-~--.~------------------------



r 
l 

worker. But abnor•rnal condi tj.ons of production (and 

Borochov implies but does not state: as the Jews live 

under) tena. to decrease temporarily class antagonism and 

to nationalize the worker. But this is a healthy national-

ism felt by the proletariat in search of a base for the 

class struggle. There is a distinction between nationalistic 

movements (which obscure class consciousness) and national 

movements (which recognize common characteristics in the 

environment but do not minimize the class struggle). 'I1he 

nationalistic movements are mida.le-class in character: 

One can usually iden tif;y· the mia.dle and. petty 
bou~geoisie, and above all the clerical elements 
and lana. owners, as those groups of an oppressed 
nation which are vitally concerned with tradi
tions. The dabblers in national education, in 
national literature (teachers, writers, etc.), 
usually garb their traditionalism in national hues. 
The chief protagonists of national emancipation, 
howe~er, are always the 9rogressive el~ments of 
the masses and the intelligentsia (1). Where 
these latter elements are sufficiently developed 
and have a],ready freed. themselves from the bond.a of 
traditionalism, their nationalism assumeH a purer 
character. Fundamentally the emanicipation process 
is not nationalistic 'but national; and among such 
progressive elements of oppressed nations there 
develops a genuine nationalism which does not aspire 
to the preservation of traditions, which will not 
exaggerate them, which has no illusions about the 
ostensible oneness of the nation, ·which ·comprehend.a 
clearly the class structure of society, and. which 
does not seek to confuse anyone's real class inter
ests •.• Genuine nationalism in no way obscures class
conscioUEmess. It ma.nife s ts its elf only among the 
progressive elements of oppressed nations. (p. 165-6) 

Thie concept of· nationalism is expressed in Borochov 1 s other 

writings: 

Ours is a realistic nationalism, free from any 
"spiritual" admixture. (OP, p. 195) 

The national instinct of self-preservation latent 
in the Socialist working class is a healthy nationalism. 

:(Nationalism and the World War, p. 11.3) 
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(Proletarian nationalism) fades away as soon as 
the need for normalizing the strategic base is 
gone. (OP, p. 194) 
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Thus does Borochov justify the nationalism of the Jewish 

socialist! 

4. The fourth aspect of his ideology might be called 

his program for action. This program changed in the period 

from 1906 when he wrote 11 0ur Platform'.' to 1917 when he 

deliverect his last speech on 11 Eretz Yisroel in our Pl"ogram. 11 

In the Platform, the task of the proletariat was simply to 

organiz.e the petty-bourgeoisie immigrations, to direct -them 

to Palestine, ana_ to secure from the government the right 

to emigrate. It is this lower middle-class that is the a.e

classed group ripe for emigration. (OP, p. 191). Bourgeois 

Zionism has a creative role: to accumulate capital in 

Palestine. Labor Z.tonism has a liberative role: to remain 

in the ~lp.t and n1ake sure of freedom of emigration. The 

progr·am for the ,gal.'IA.~ is the demand for national political 

autonomy 11 in all galut lands. 11 This will bring the prole-

tariat face to face with the bourgeoisie but it will not 

bring a radical change in their condition because of the 

condi·tions peculiar to gal.:_ut. 'I1his· program will inevitably 

'be carried out by a 11 stycM.c 11 process--that is, independ.ent; 

of anyone's will. Just as the concentration of capital will 

achieve socialism, so social forces already described (eg, 

the limiting of immigration elsewhere) will achieve Zionism. 

Abraham Duker in his introduction to Na.tionalJ:.filll ~Ci the 

Qlass Strugg,\e stresses the great drift from strict material

ism in Borochov 1 s thought .. A. L. Patk.1n, historian of the 

,1, 
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Jewish labor movement, disputes Duker's interpretation 

(Origin~ ••• p. 230) and credits Borochov with always having 

had an idealj.stic element. Duker' maintains that the purely 

materialistic determinism of the stychic process gives way 

to a more idealistic interpretation with need for strenuous 

human j.ntervention .. 

In 1915 in an essay called 11 Nationa1 Self-Help 11 : 

progress does not create man but man creates progress 

(p. 86) 

In his last speech, BoJ:•ochov favors for the first time a 

cooperative movement in Palestine which he hHO. previously 

considered utopian. He uses more emotional termso Instead 

of the term "Jewish nation": 

Now we can and must employ an emotional terminology. 
Now we can and must uroclaim: 11 Eretz Yisrael--a 
Jewish home!" (Ereti Yi~rel, p. 126) 

In 191?, Borochov praised the Maskilim, the Bund, and the 

S.S. who helped in the struggle for emancipation. ("Facing 

Reality," p. 89). 

The Patkin-Duker dispute over whether or not Borochov 

drifts from materialism to a more idealistic position ia 

reminiscent of the fruitless discussions about Karl Marx 

who predicted the fall of capitalism but also worked very 

hard for ita1, destruction.. Materialism does not preclude 

the indivia.ual 1 s role in the process which is inevitable. 

Of much more significance is the obvious shift to the 

phrases of bourgeois nationalism with all its emotionalism, 

the praise given the middle-class movements, and the support 

given capitalistic cooperatives. This tendency towards 

cooperation with that middle-class which was so scathingly 

·:\J 



344 

described in the early essays comes very close to obscur

ing the class struggle which no honest nationalism of the 

proletariat can afford to do. This tendency of the social-

is ts was very· common in World War I a.tmospher e. 1I.1his ten-

dency toward.e unj. ty with the bourgeoisie continued a.ft er 

Borochov's death. The Peale Zion in America--never as 

class-conscious as the Russian group--became more and more 

friendly to the middle-class. The nationalism of the 

socialist leaders of Israel today is concerned with accumula-

tion of capital and new.markets for Israeli business. 

An excep·tion in this development would na tu.rally be 

the Borochovists in Russia: they joined the Bolsheviks 

and remained as Left Poale Zion a separate party in Russia 

until 1928.. The rank~ancl-file elements of Poale Zion in 

America and Isra.el often expressed opposi tlon to the com

promises with the bourgeoisie made by their leadership. 

(See thesis. Also, Yo~.h at ifle .9..!'.Q.filif:.Qad~J. 

The obscuring of class-consciousness in a Labor 

Nationalism was bound to come--even in the works of the -- - __ .. -- - --· 
:roun.9:_~ of the Il\OV~E!~§_nt,! As the Labor Zionist movement 

developed into a powerful organization on the world scene, 

its leaders wanted to bid for control of the World Zionist 

movement. But the settlement of Palestine was practically 

in the hands of the possessorB of capi ta.l, the Jewish 

bourgeoisie. Unlesa the sword of the class struggle was 

sheathed, the Labor Zionists could gain no significant 

voice in world Zionism. Socialist phrases were excused as 

all but the: Russian Peale Zion joined the JNF.. And ·once 
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leadership was gained, interest in finding capitalist in-

vestments and courting euch economic organizers as Louis 

Brandeis pushed class-consciousness far lnto the background .. 

A second_ factor is that of the urllvE1rsal lag between 

the leadership of an organization and its rank-and-file 

members. The movement to begin with was led by intellectuals, 

by disillusioned members of the middle-class. Borochov .was 

one of them .. ·Later in its a_evelopment, the movement at-· 

tracted members of the middle-class who· could not find 

places of leadership among the general Zionists but who 

were ha:iled to high heaven by the la.boring group: they 

added. respect and influence to Labor Zionism. And finally, 

as is the case with all le.bor leaa.e:r.ship, when the organiza-

tion becomes strong enough, even leaders who came from the 

rank-ana.-flle are raised--throu.gh the success of the move

rnent--to a highe1• soc:J..al status and so take on ideals alien 

to the proletariat. 

The middle-class orientation of the American Peale 

Zion can now be explainede Tbs pogroms in the Ukraine in 

1880 gave Poale Zion its original nationalistic char•act;er. 

As emigration to America became impossible more Jewish 

work~ers favored Zionism. Ma .. ny Bundists came to America 

from Northern Russia, Pol.and, and Li thuanj.a ·anci fo1"mea. the 

core of the Workmen's Circle. But those Jews who came to 

America from South Hussia and from Poale Zion centers in 

other sec tlons were Zionis tically· oriented. From the very 

beginning this .American Labor Zionism favored more coopera,-

tion with. the mid.dle··class than did. the Hussian Peale zi.ono 

- ------ ----··--------------------.... -
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This would be expected in the non-revolutionary American 

working class. And soon, as the American Peale Zion be

came a growing grou.p--·more reputable in the eyes of Ameri

can J"e1rrry--i ta leadership became more middle-class. (These 

factors have been describecL). The Bundist group, not com

mi.tted to nationalism, did not experience the same tendency 

towards bourgeoisation. It did not need to cooperate with 

bourgeois gr·oups a.nd so remainecl labor led. and so retained 

a more consistent socialist ideology. Meanwhile, by the 

1930 1 s, the Poale Zion leaa.ership was mid.dle-class and com

posed. of various influential Reform rabbj.s anc1 was even 

supporting the New Deal in its latter days .. 

.rrhe resu.l tan t of the cu:r•rent middle-class leadershj.p 

was, however, inherent in the movement.. Ber Borochov, him-

self, after brilliantly setting forth a class-conscious pro-

letarian national:'.1.sm, became living evidence of the contra-

diction that was bound to destroy his movement., 

1~ 
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