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I 
DIGEST OF THESIS 

This thesis traces thP- hiatoI'V ot the i des of Ia

ra.el 1 s µiission 1n Reforc Judaim;. 'lbe body o:f the work 

1 s divtded i n to two main sections . The f'irst part ana-

l yz es the variou s fac to~s of the mi s sion idea as t hey were 

i nteroreted by leading German theological t hinkers 1nclud-

1n~ David E1.nhorn, Sa.muel Holdheim , Abra.ham Geiger, Joseoh 

Kalm, Ludwig Phili~pson, K. Wagner . L. Stein, G. Sal omon , 

1.:. Hess , and Sat1uel Hirs ch . The relative importa."lce of the 

mission idea i n the tota lity of J ewish b Alie:f i s shown by 

reference to ut{.erances on t he sub.l ect as ~ontained i n various 

u l a tforms of confer ences su ch as Breslau, Le1pz1 ~ . and Fr ank

fort, end its inclusion i n the respective 11 turgies o:fth0 

Unio11 o-f .t ewish Conr;rege.tions of Westnhali a, the Berlin 

neform Congregation, and the liamburg T.enrole. 

Conside~ed svstematicall y , the idea of the mi ssion i s 

considered from the noi nt of view of 1 t s consti tue."lt 1n

g1:edients which include: t he i mnli cations of the monoth eisti c 

belief ; the atti tude towards t he d1suers1on; the return to 

Palesti ne ; · the r estoration of the sacrif1r.1al cult and thP. 

state; t he ro l e of th~ Me ssis.nic i dea; ano the rel ation o~ 

the .. ew of the Enlightenment to the l and o f hi s adopt ion . 

The ~nd p art of the work , by and l arge the more ex

tensive 01' the t wo , deal s with the history of thA conceut as 

1 t mani fested 1 t~elt' i n t he theological th1nkL1g of the 

Amet-ica.r. Refor mers. At the outset of this section there 

1s given an account o-r .some of the more significant f ac

to.i'.'s wh1 ch were resnonsi b le for thA develonment of American 

■ 



Rerorm. The adavantages of the del!loorat ic milieu fo'l.' 

t he full flowering of the mission idea are nointed out. 

In the treatmmt of t h e 1nd1Viduala, t ne impact of 

Zionism must be stressed. Therefore, two groups of 

thinkers are discussed: (l) the pre- anc. non- Zion1at a , 

and (2) those whose conceot of the missaion was in acme 

way modified by Zionism. 



iv. 

fflXFACE 
~ e purpose of this thea1.e i a to p resent a combina-

tion, arr historic and systemati c treatment of the missi on 

of Iara.el in Reform Juda.ism. The historic auproach is im

portant i n order to give us some idea of the course the 

concept. took in its gr<>\'rth~ and the causal factors the.t have 

been res~onsib le for that course. The systematic approach 

i s 1nd1su ensab le if' we are to gtln an understanding ot the 

id.ea as a comprehensive and orF;anic whole• 

Since I,ioses Mendelssohn is ottAD. re12:arded as the father 

of Reform J udaism, 1 t 1 s necessary to say a few words about 

him . •rfu.1 le he exerted the £C-ongeat influence o f any one 

individual upon the rise of Reform, it must b e clearly 

understood that this inf'luence of his was a comp letel.v 

unconscioll s and uni.ntantioned one. Mendelssohn himself' 

never ceased to b e an Orthodox J ew. 3Ut since the effAct 

he worlced, however indix-ect , was so powerf'..tl, it 1s neces

sary to ·J eg1n a. di s cusssion on any cardinal ur1nc1ule of 

;teform Judaism w1 th refer-ence to h.l.m. Thia becoml:.s especially 

clear when we consider the p rinciple w1 th which we are to 

deal . For the impact he had for Reform Judaism is ch1Afly 

due to his emphaais on the rational and universal i n J ew-

ish theolo,r;y, and the mission ~f Is~eel cel•taiuly partakes 

:.n very great measure o'f th1s particular theologi cal s train. 

Then too, l•Iendelssohn throu6,h bis German Torah trans lation 

and the ~mpetus he save to secul~r education among the J ews 

of GermBn,J', -had the ei'fect or introducing the J ew to the 

language and culture of bi s non- J ewish surroundings, all 

• 



· of which of necessity led the J ew to a much broader, 

~ore cosmonolitan religious outlook , one which embraced 

not only himselr but bis fellowmen as well, and this is 

,just t hA condi t1on required. i'or the f'ull flowering ot: 

such a b roadly human, non ... -oa.rticularistic, world-Ellllbracing 

notion a s the mission of the J ew to spread his fai t.h to 

all mankind. 

I 
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CHAPTpli Q!!I 

INTROJXJC TION 

'l'be idea ot the M1aa1on or Israel is imp l1c1 t in the 

very nature ot ethical monothe1a;i, which 1s the d1st1nct1ve 

cbaracter1at1c of Judaism. Monothe1ata means that there is 

only one existing God, besides whom there 1s no other. 

This one and only God 1s not only the God ot the Jew, but 

also the God of all mankind. However, it 1s to Israel a

lone that the Universal God originally revealed Himself'. 

Oonoequently no people other than Israel bad knowledge ot 

Him. It was therefore neceasaey that Israel should feel the 

respons1b1l1ty ot tranB1111tt1ng this knowledge ot the Divine 

to all the other peoples ot the earth. For only 1n this way 

could they come to know and understand God, Just aa Israel 

knew and understood Hinh Now, understanding God does not 

mean merely accept1n~ His existence and regarding H1m as 

the One and Only. It also 1mpl1es accepting His moral dic

ta tea and 11 v1ng one.• s lire 1n accordance w1 th them. It 

is to the responsi bility ot making other men aware or these 

things that we r efer when we speak ot the election ot Ia

~ael, the Chosen People. 

Israel 1s not a maater race. It does not have a favored 

status because or any high-born l ineage. S1ace the God or Is

rael ie conceived as the epitoxx.y or morality, Israel cannot 

regs.rd 1 tse U' as chosen, unless 1 t chooses God and the high 

lite demanded by that God. Die concept ot the election ot 

Israel doesn't imply that God will favor and protect H1a 
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peonle t hrough thick and thin ~egardless of whether His people 

does good or evil. Isra 9l 1s no t a p r1vile5ed na tion but a 

group w1 t h a tremendous duty and obligation upon its shoul

ders , Only i f it l)roves itself willing a.nd able to per-

form the mission assigned to it can it possibly b e regar-

ded as e l~cted or cho s en in any sense of t he term . As 

the n r ophe t Amos put 1 t so aptl y : " You only have I known 

of all the fami lies of the earth ; t herefo re wi ll I visit 
l 

upon you all your iniqui ties . " After alls if God 1s not 

only thP. God of I s rael but of all hwa.nity , how is it rea

oonao le t o suppose t hat He could love Israel more than all 

the rest of 1-!is children? Way , how is it even conceivab le? 

As 1 t 1s said in Script ure : "Li ke a s a fa t her hath compas

cion upon his children , so h a th t he 1.o r-d co.Jr::,as_eion upon 
2 

them that fear Hi m. " This an-o lies whet her he ·.: e Jew or 

Gentile. I n other wor-ds , t :·.e J ewish pAOple ' s elect ion 

does not stem f rom a special di apenaation . I t is merely the 

natura l corol lary o::' its \ID!. versal f aith . This idea \-las ex

-:;:ressed i n a vecy striking manner by that peer among uro

~hets , Deutero- Isaiah . Deutero-Isaiah con ceived o f Israel 

as a r.>rophetic people, a p eop l e which ta.ken togetner as 

a composite whole is a. ~ rophet i n the ~ame sense as any 

individual p ronhet . onl y their functions are different. 

1'he individua l prophet p rophesies to Isra el, whi l e Israel 

a s a n r-ophet a ddress e s a ll mankind. -aoth, however, are the 

sam P. inasmuch as they are mouthpieces of the Divine, who do 

not speak merely for God bu t s e1-.ve rat her as 1 nstruments b y 
t hat Israel's 

which God Himself sp ea~:s . All of which is the same ~a saying/ 



election for 1ta m1aaion is necessarily implied 1n the 

verr, nature ot its religion. For Just as a prophet when 

overwhelmed by a Divine mesaage is thereby placed at the 

complete service ot God so that he needs muat pertol"Ul H1a 

will, 1n the same way does the veey notion or a universal 

deity impel and comp•t· those who entertain 1t to atr1Te 

pert'orce to propagate it and to propagandize tor the world-, 
wide acceptance or their belief' and everything tor which that 

bel1et stands. 

This idea that Isn..el bas been chosen to pert"orm th1a 

high and lotty mission 1s a moat vi t&l one in Judaism and 

bears within itself' possible consequences ot the greateat 

significance. As we said above,the Jewish idea ot God is 

that of the pertect moral being obedience to whose will con

sists in doing righteousness 1n a.ocordance with the moral 

law. It 1s thus clearly evident that should Israel~s m1as1on 

ever reach its f'inal conaummat1on (which prophetic thought 

envisioned as taking place "1n the end or daya", 1. e-, 1n 

the never-sndins t"'uture) t he world wou ld be transformed 1n• 

to a veritable paradise on earth. It the entire hwan tam1ly 

would accept and dedicate 1taeU' to ethical monotheism with 

all its heart and soul, this would lead to a complete cessa

tion or all the wickedness and. evil ot which man 1a capable. 

For since the God or ethical monotheism 1s a God ot abso

lute goodness, the only way in which He can be accepted and 

worshiPt>ed 1n the true. sense ot the term 1s by l a 

Ut'e ot utter blamelessness and or the highest moral excel

lence. And surely tbere could be no Ute as parad1s1acal as 



a 111"e 1n which all men would direct tha1r conduct along 

thoroughly good and ethical 11.nea. Indeed, U' such a ha1>

PY state of atta1ra would ever be realized we would t'eel 

ourselves to be 1n a heaven on earth, or 1n other words 1n 

a "Kingdo■ ot God•, in a world 1n which God the J'ather would 

reign supreme aa the world's sole ruler and human beings, 

His children, would live together as brothers. Or to put it 

in a d1t':t'erent way, 1:t' all men would come to be genu1ne]¥ 

God-:t'earing and ethically-minded 1nd1v1duala, they would 

e:t'f'ect a world order 1n which peace and good will would 

reign triumphant to the utter exclusion o~ all hatred and 

war. SUch is the :t'1nal and ultimate goal o:r Iarael~a m1a

s1on. 

At this point the qu•at.1on ar1eea: what al'e the vaya 

and means by which such a m1sa1on can be t'ult1lled? Tbia 

question is not a d1t'1"1cult one to answer. 11'1.rst ot all, 

1 t 1s read1 ly apparent that t\J.ltillment ot' the mission 1a 

dependent Upon the preservation ot' the Jewish people aa 

an entity separate and distinct trom all t he other peo-

ples ot the world. ~ugh this 1s only a means 1n a paaa1ve 

sense, nevertheless 1 t is the moat basic and tun~ental one 

ot all, since 1t the people were to disintegrate aa a group 

apart, then obrtous ly Israel aa God! a agent 1n spreading the 

t&1.th would no longer exist, and th( 11l1aa1on would naturally 

cease to be. That 1a why 1 t 1s ao necessary that the Jw ob

serve certain ceremonial acts in ord.er to insure hia 1deot1 t7 

and to prevent bis beins totally a■a1m1lated to the Gentile 

environment in the midst o~ wb.1oh he dYella. The vital ele-
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ment■ , which rorm the core ot his religion, n&Jllely the 

doctrinal and the ethical, and to which it is hjls dutr to 

convert his fellowmen, are ao universalistic in character 

that 1r the Jew did not have certain strictly part1cular1s

t1c element■ in the torm ot r1 tual observance■, 1 t would be 

d1tt1cu l t indeed tor the J ewiah gro\.lp to main ta~Ln 1 ts 1.n

tegr1 ty as a group. 

How potent a force 1a the Ve'l7 existence o:r Israel 1n 

adVancing the goal or 1 t■ m1■■1on can be c learl;y seen by 

considering the tremendous 1ntluance tba t 1 ta religious ideas 

have had upon the world. tt 1 t bad not been tor this peot>le 

and that great Book ot Book■, the Bible, which it produced, 

the world today might at111 be sunk 1n the corruption ot 1-

dO latry. As 1t 1s, half' of the world, that ot 1Chr1at1an1ty 

and Mohammedan.ism, where the B1ble.1 s import has been telt, 

has adopted by and large Juda1sm~s great message for humanity. 
though 

Henee,/these two da.ugb.tar-rel1g1ons ot Judaism didn't come 

into being as the result or any deliberate intention on the 

part or the Jn, they must still be regarded as part ot the 

t'ulf'1 llment of bis world taall:. 

However, if' Israel depends merely upon 1 t ,s passive in

f l uence, despite the tremendous power o'! such 1n1'luence, 

it will not be ~ully availing itsel.t' 01" all or 1ts o,,portun1-

tiea tor advancing 1 ts purpose. In order to maLke the mo■t 

of' his l)Oaaib1l1 t1ea, the .J e.r must also f'unetic1n 1D an aot1ve 

senae. Tllere are two ways in which he can f'unc~t1on 1n ■uoh 

a senae. One 1a by acting in the role ot a m1H■1onary ror 

the sake of' gaining proselytes and the other 1n bJ aettillg a 
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shining example of the good lite to the rest or mankind. 
1 • 

!he latter is by all means the moat important. .rust 

how 1Jrlportant it 1s can easily be 41.&cel'ned by r&rlect1ng 

upon the t'act that while many"men have learned of the One 
1.et 

and Only God, • •• (they) have notldrawn the conclusion or 

the one united humanity. !hey lmow well that ~we all have 

One Father! but still !they deal treacherously one with aa

other.'" 

.u far aa -oroaelyt1z1ng act1v1 t.v 1s concerned, al• 

thoUAA Judaism wa.s the t'1rst rel1"1on 1n h1ator., to or-
4 

gan1ze L'1aa1ona, they nner occupied as pi-om1nent a pl&ce 

1n Judaism as they have in Ohriat1an1 ty and Mohanlmedan1am. 

Nor has the Jew1.ah m1aa1onary effort been a continuou4 and 

sustained one. In t'ao'\ there 1s no organized Jewish pro

selyt1:&1ng act1TI tv whatsoever. but 1 t cannot be overlooked 

that during those periods or histor..v when the missionary 

zeal in Israel flourished. 1t succeeded 1n w1.nn1.zut a sub• 

eta.ntial number or adherents tor its faith. i\lrthermore, 

"it was Jewish propaganda which prepared the ground for the 
e:; 

d1ttus1on or- Chr1at1an1 ty", wh1ob. religion, aa we have seen, 

can be viewed as having helned spread the knowledge or Ia

rael~• God. 

The utter lack of Jewish m1aa1onary 9Ildeavor at p~aent 

1■ largely a carry-over from the long, dark centuriea o~ me

dieval op-presaion during which the Jews were oolll)elled to 

live a conrpletel1 segregated exiatence f'rom the ncn-Jewiah 

world behind the tightly-barred gates or the ghetto and were 

thereby deprived ot the contacts necessary for e;a.1n1ng con-
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verta • And even it an opportunity tor convere:lon would 

have arisen during this period or Jewish h1sto.t";y, the Jews 

would have been prevented :t'rom taking advantage ot it by the 

persecuting zeal or the l"Uline; Christian power•. 

But the medieval Jew not only round h1mael:t robbed ot any 

chance to advance God! a Kingdom through proaelytiam. He also 

was no longer in a position, by reason o:t hia eillf'orced 1aola

t1on and the inimical attitude or the Ohriatiall1 populace, to 

achieve a great deal even by means o:t exemplary conduct, 

which we have s et :torth as the other ot the twc, active way• 

tor ach1ev1ng the enda o:t the miaa1on. Aa a u1atter ot tact~ 

the Jewish peo-ple had been reduced to such a s1:;atua, that it 

coule. bear little or no :t'rui t even as a merely passive agent. 

All that the l)80Ple could do was to continue t<> Preserve i ta 

1den ti ty w1 th the hope that some clay it ■ight be e et tree, 

once again to resume its mission to the nation1:1 . 

It was at this time that the belier in a personal Messiah 

and the hope tor his coming waxed exceedingly strong~ -strong~ 

than 1n any other period of the long 11:t'e experience ot the 

Jew. This tai th i n the miraculous apt>earance o:t a del1Terer 1n 

the person ot a descendant of' the royal house or David, who 

one day would suddenly- be sent by God to redeem the p80'Ple t.rom 

all 1 ts woes. was an element 1n Judaism which had been given 

birth to ad was always accentuated 1n Period.a ot dire oppres• 

s1on. What more natural therefore than that t,he Messianic 

yearning should have reached its highest pitcl:l during the long

est or the periods o:t surter1ng and torture. In the help-

less ate.te i n which the ghetto Jew round b1t:1soU' such an expec-
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tat1on or miraculous intervention by God was essential to 
~ 

the maintenance ot Jewish aan1 ty and thus to prevent the Jw 

:t"l-om oommiting au1c1de. Since there waa not a:ny p rospect~ 

salvation ~riaillg by natural meana .trom w1 thin, 1 t was ne

oessar,y to have recourse to a belief 1n a supernatural aoui.s e 

o.t salvation from ,n. thout. Only whAn this salvation would 

come, would Israel nnd 1 tsel:t 1n such circU1J1atancea as would 

enable it to continue to ael't'e as God's prophet to mankind. 

However , s1m:r., 11 to say that the Jew looked :forward ex• 

speotant ly to a p ersonal saviour to rescue him out or his stra1 t1a 

does not express the total J evish concept ot the Messiah. 

Salvation to the Jew meant more than liberation trom euffel'-

1ng. It meant also the restoration of the people a.a a nation• 

al entity on the ao1l ot Palestine, his native land. Without 

such a rest.oration, the J ew t hought, salvation co·1ld aever be. 

Why was this? Why was the national elelllent ao integral a part. 

ot his concept of salvation? Tn1s is due to the fact that the 

Jew had never .tully outgrown his primitive origins. In the 

earlier years or its history, Israel 's religion was a thorough

ly tr1bal1st1o, non-universaliatic religion. Israel's God at 

this time was his God alone whose dominion was connned solely 

to the territor,y which I srael inhabited. In other worda, Is

rael' a God, who was lmown by the namA ot Yahweh, was onl.y a 

local deity &mong a boat or other local de1tiea who were wor

shipped by a host ot othet' tribes. 'lble primitive, narrow, 

completely nationai.-centered form or religion naturally lett 

1 ta traces on the later more advanced stages of the religion' a 

development. It did this through the imprint which 1 t lett on 



the Bible, which upon 1ta completion came to be regarded as 

the very word of God H1mseU'. ThA "Prime exam-ole of this 

prim1 t1ve influence of which we are speaking and the one 

that axerted the greatest force 1n preserving the national 

element 1n Judaism, is that of the saor1t1c1al TeD1Ple wor

shi1> which according to the Bible God ordained ha4 to be 

centered exclusively 1n the oity ot Jeruaalem, original~ 

the sole dwelling place of Israel's God. For since God 

through the Bible had prescribed this form ot worship tor 

Israel according to thA view ot the Jew. he could only look 

Ul)()n h1msel.r a.a being completely faithful to his God by fol

lowing thia fol'lll of worship as coanaanded by Him. However, 

living in exile t'rom Palestine and thus not being able to 

reach JerusalP.m, the post-axilic Jew obviously could not en

gage 1n this type of worship. It was theret'ore only logi

cal for the J ew to look forward to the day when, living once 

again 1n his ancient homeland, he would be able tc, reaume 

the particular form ot r1 tual sel"lice which hie Torah set. 

down. 

Moreover, 1n view ot this strong, primitive, national 

strain 1n his religious outlook, the Jew could interpret bia 

exile 1n no other way than ail a punishment inflicted upon 

him by God tor the sine comm1 tted by him wh1 le living in Pal

estine. Why elae would God have cast him forth out of h1s 

land after ordaining that it was 1n that land that Iarael 

was to worship H.1Jllt For, this action on the part of God 

could only bathe result of Hie displeasure with His people 

and th1e displeasure, 1n -..a.ew of God's character being the 
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&ome of' absolute morality, could be caused by nothing other 

than IaN.el • a tuaing aa1de f'rom the path ot goodness into 

the path ot w1ckedneaa • 

• ~d ao we aee that the Jew of' med19Yal timea could not 

think or hie mission to saTe the world except 1n terma ot 

his own national salvation being prior and neceaaar., to m1-

veraa1 salvation. Two f'actol'& nece1Jsitated such a po-.1011 

on hie part.· ·Fi.rat, 110 long as he waa 11 d.eap1aed and re~ec• 

ted ot meD11 , so long as his freedom was denied him, he was 

incapacitated for aeNing as God's em1asary to the nations. 

Secondly, since he interpreted both hie d1.aepor1c existence 

.and the misery, struggle and deprivation which he was fo-r-a 

ced to endUl"e 1n that existence as a deserved penalty tor 

his past sinfulness, there could be no genuine freedom f'or 

him ~ywhere ·except 1.n h1a own land to which God would bring 

him back 1n· his own good time when he had tully atoned tor 

his evil ways. OnlJ' then would he be 1n a pa1 t1o.a to 1n

tluence_ the raat or ~3 world to rally around his banner, 

as it 1s said 1n ·scr1pture: 

And it shall come to pass 1n the end ot daya, 
that the mountain of the lord's house shall 
be established as the ton of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the h1 lla; and 
all nations shall flow unto it.. An.d many 
peoples ·shall go and say: •come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain or tb-=- IDrd, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; and He 
will teach us of Hie ways, and we will walk 
1n His paths.' For out or Zion shall go 
t'orth the law, and the word of the lDrd rrom 
J e.rusa lem. 6 

'ftle Messiah concept which we have been deec1"1b1ng was 

destined to \mdergo a radioal change because it was baaed 

-
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on a supposition which the history of poat-med1eval times 

proved to be untenable. The supposi t1on was that so long 

as the Jew remained in the Diaspora the oppressive condi

tions to which the peoples of the world subjected hill 

would never be alleviat ed, or at least never permanently 

alleviated, and hence he would never be emancipated fro■ 

the shackles which bound him so that he would be tree to 

perf'orm his world taak. It 1s easy to see how the J ew 

oould have tallen into such a peas1m1st1c attitude. When 

we reflect upon the long, bard aenturies of' dreary perse

cution and martyrdom, broken only b7 occaaioD4.l and br1et 

rays of light, it 1s d1f t'ioult to see how the Jaw's att1• 

tude could possibly have been d11':t'erent. But contrary to 

his expectations, these stray r93s of ll~t finally burst 

forth into blazing sunlight; and a new day dawned which 

was to a-pell emancipa tion :t'-0r him -an emancipation which 

was e~fect ed not by his restitution to national gloey, 

under th~ leaderahi-p o':t' a Messiah, but by his a.dmias1on in• 

to the society of the Diaspora, 1n the wake of tbA milight-

8llDlent and the French Revolution. Wh.ere formerly he bad 

been denied t he rights of ci t1zenship, he now became by de

grees a f'ull-f'ledged member of the body poll tic. Wb.ere he 

had been ostracized soo1elly, he was gradually being accep

ted more or less as a social equal. Where beforetime he 

had been kept out ot the vast maJor1 t.y or hono).'able trades 

and professions• he waa more and more being granted entr:, 

into them-. Where he bad once been a political., social and 

economic pariah, he was now 1D the p~ces1 ot being made 

, 
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an 1ntep-al part or the national lire or tha co\.Dltry 1n which 

he happened to be dwelling. 

There is another factor wh1r.h caused the old personal 

Messiah idea to becoile outnloded. Ttle soient1t'1o and hu:mau1a

t1c spirit ot the culture of the new age was totally opposed 

to belief 1n things miraculous. An7thin~ that smacked or 

the unreasonable and unnatural tended to become discarded. 

1'le belier 1n the Messiah's coming, belonging obviouply to 

this category, had to be dropped. 

However, this did not mean that the entire Messianic 

notion had to go. Arter all the outcome to w!l1.ch the peo• 

p le' s redemption by a Messiah was to give rise was synony

mous with the ultimate goal or Israel's mission. For the 

age of the Messiah was EllV1s1oned as lead!.ng to nothing other 

than the inauguration of" a never-ending era of pA&ce and 

happiness• or 1n other words, to the ushering tn of the 

Kingdom ot God. nieret'ore, wh1 le the -principle of the age 

of the personal Messiah was no longer fo\.Dld to be tenable, 

the pr1nc1ole o~ an 1Jll>ersonal Messianic age was substitu

ted tor 1 t -en age which was not to result from the mira

culous ef'forts of a single individual especially ap-po1nted 

by God for the purpose, but was to eventuate from the striv

ings 'tor moral perfection or the Jewish people working 1n 

cooperation w1 th all mankind. 

However, des~1te the tact that the peraonal Messiah con

cept was no longer compatible with the conditions of Jewish 

lite resultant trom the emancipation, the vast majority ot 

the J ews insisted on clinging tenaciously to this concept 

• 
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rather than/fa shion this belle1' 1n accorda.nce w1 th the new 

lite. or these stubborn onea a rew no doubt sincerely es

poused this bel1et, but moat ot them could hardq have done 

so . 'lbe latter number probabq paid mere lip service to 1t 

by retaining reference to 1t 1n the prayers of their lit~ 

gy. But the group of J m, known as Rerorm, whose att1 tude 

toward the Messianic queat1on 1t 1s the. purpose, 1n part, 

of these pages to discuss, recognized most willingq and \D1-

equ1vooally, at least for the most part, that the old J.fese1ah 

concet>t1on was no longer adm1a■1ble. Indeed 1t will become 

clear to us as our thesis progresses that the new non-per

sona 1 Messianic notion which began to take -root 1n thA 1>80• 

p le' s minds became one of the toremost or all the dootr1nes 

ot Rerorm J udaism. 

That Mesa1an1sm stripped or 1 ts 1>ersonal element oame 

to occUl)J such a prominent place 1n the mind of the Retorm 

Jew can be explained by the tact that it comported so well 

w1 th the entire sp1r1 t and outlook ot the new age. '!\le mCTrirng 

t'orce 1n the process of the Enlight~ent, as we have already 

noted, was reason, and the use or reason led to the tearing 

down of the bulwarks erected by superst1 t1on and out-worn au

thority on the one hand, and to the advancing or the cause 

ot human progress on the other• Indeed, so l ong had the wa

ters or progress bean dammed Ul) by the forces ot benighted 

authoritarianism, that once the walls ot the dam broke, the 

vatera rushed forth 1n a mi ght:,, overwhelming stream which 

titted the mind and heart. to the heights of' 1ntox1oat1ng 



optimism• It began to appear tbiat "all was wt thin the eco:pe 

ot the human ap1r1 t or pota:it1ally w1 thin 1 ta ken. Ttle great 

physical ZQJsteriee or the un1veirse were fairly well 1n band; 

the mathematical develol)menta P.roceeding trom Newton• s law 

ot gravity had practically reached the terminus ot their pur

pose. '!'he doginas ot Darv1.n1.an and social evo lut1oni11111 forced 

men to accept a fate of 1nev1 tELble progress and change tor 

the better and the ev1 ls ot the dB.:y' weN a loughed ott as some 

of the cruder aapects ot the • survival ot the ti ttest' pro

cess, aspects which men will leaTe tar behind as he travels 

on the road or evolution. 'lhEt biological, soc1olog1cal, and 

ph1 losophical formulations ot the day largely presupp0aed 

the 1nev1tab111ty of constant change tor the better. Hegel's 

onrushing movement ot the world spirit, Spenser's sociologi

cal development, Darwin• a evolution of' body and mind., evm 

Marx's mater1allst1c dialectic -all 1>ai,nted resplendent v1-
7 

aions ot human destiny." Anc1 this was Just the goal noaited 
ot 

by Jewish Mess1an1am, tbat o:r a golden era/universal happi-

ness and well-being. 
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c~m TWO 

TfII MISSION IN GERMAN R&'FORM 

Although the int'luence o~ the maancipation permeated 

the lives of all E.'Uropean Jews eventually, when the Dl

lightenment first broke over EUrope. its ettect was limi

ted to the western nations of that continent. And not.v1th

stand1.ng the taot that 1 t pmetrated the lite of all wes

tern Jews, part1cularq those ot Ge1"1!3any, Holland, France 

and England, 1t 1s only with the 1'1.rat of theae countries 

that this thesis w111 concern 1 tselt so far aa E\U"Cpe 1s 

concerned, because only there did Re:roi,n Judaism tak e 1'1.nn 

root,tor reasons which 1t 1a not within the scope of this 

paper to investigate. 

Therefore, having analyzed the causes responsible tor 

Reform I s modification ot the mission doctrine, we must now 

proceed to ask ourselves: What was the essence ot the mis

sion as conceived by the German Retormerai 

At the outset 1 t was contmded that Judaism. 1n 1 ta v ery 

nature was imbued with the impulse to otter its blessings as 

the religion ot humanity. such a characteristic was the 
l 

exalting strain resol.mding t':rom all pro1>hete. W1th the di-

vine ep1r1 t tanned into flame w1 thin 1 t, Juda.1sc intended to 

proclaim a new faith and make it victorious throughout the 
2 

world. Judaism bad come into existence tor the benet'1 t ot 

the whole world, in order that 1 t might be oomprised within 

1 ts fold. Moreover, f!Very religion which 1s convinced ot' 1 ta 

truth, not only tor a l1m1 ted circle, but tor all mankind, 

, 
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must exert 1 tsel.t' to spread over the whole human race. It 

it would address 1tseU" on]J' to those born to 1t, 1t ceases 

to be a religion; 1t becomes a mere sect. Therefore. J u

daism was the first t o speak ot proselytism and break down 
3 

the barr1era of nat1onal1 ty. '!he goal of the m1as1on was to 

r edeem the spirit :t"rorn the petrified torms and thus introduce 

J uda1Btll to htnnan aot1v1 ty. In the strtv1ng af'ter this goal 

Iara.el had no need of' m1seionar1es, however. Its adherent■ 

themselves went out as God's messenger to p1.ant 1ta ta1th 

1n men I s hearts b y martyrdom i-ather than "weak-s01m.d1ng words". 

The Jewish mission was to be that o:1" preaching t o the world 

and emphasizing the universali ty of the Mosaic faith. such 

a faith has as 1 ts basis the belief 1n one God and one tellow

shi'O o:1" man. So strong was this belief that 1 t was ma1nta1n-
4 

ed by some as the only nermanent element in Judaism. In the 

light of such an assertion. the J ew must therefore be able 

to appreciate the ideas ot all ages and oond1t1ona ot all 

'!> laces and hence must not be limited by any teill't)Oral 1nst1 .. 

tution. On thA contrary, be must bear within himself the 

poss1b1llty of unlbl1ted develol)[llent• '!he final attainment 
5 

of suoh deTelo-pment would result 1n a t'uture golden age. 

The prophets had procla1taed such an age as oontrasted w1th 
6 

the heathen p0ets who sang or the nast. Tne belier that tl'ee-

dom and virtue were sproading was interpreted as a st81) 1n 

this direction. It was conT.ended that the ever-nearer an

p~ach or the Kingdom ot God through mankind' a str1T1nga waa 
7 

bei ng witnessed at present. This caused the Jew to adoPt 

an opt1m1st1c att1 tude toward thA emanc1't)at1on. The latter 
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was interpret.ad as the usherlng,/ot' the oeullah. 

The mission idea, aa we have a l reaey seen 1.n Chap-
9 

ter One, entails the element or Iarael!a choice. Thia ele-

ment received \Blequivocal expression n-iom Jtlohox.'!l. The be

lief' 1n Israel's election. he ma1nta1.ned, contatned nothing 

tha t was repugnant. on the contrary, 1 t should be retained 

by the modern Jew as an expression ot' the claim 01" our pr1-

v1 lege, as 1 t engendel'a a teel1ng 1n the· Jew or "reassuring 
10 

self'-consciousness oier against the ruling churclti. 11 L1.kew1ae 

the election of Israel was t'Ulq accepted by th,e r1 tual com

mittee ot" thA Berlin Ret"orm Congregation in 18~5. It laid 

streas on Israel's election to 'bring monotheism to all man-
ll 

kind. The Leipzig 11 turg1cal con ference in 1B69 also looked 

upon the concept w1 th favor, but held that the election was 

to be expressed ill a positive manner and 1n a way that would 
12 

not offend the brethren ot other ta1 the. GeigE1r too seems 

to have been tr1endl7 t owal"d the idea , but he Emrphati°"ally 

asserted that 1 t was irreligious t o think 1:,hat Israel 

was better tha.n other.a because of his election by God. such 

ohoioe entail■ respons1b111 ty and not priv1 lege. Israel 

has the obligation to become more worthy by exi3111Plar,r conduct 
13 

1n view ot h1a chosen status. Holdheim, on tb.1e other hand, 

i'elt that the belief' was merely a poll t1cal do,ctr1ne wh1~h 

los t s1gn1.f'1cance w1 th the oeasat1on ot Israel' e autonomous 
14 

pol1 t1cal ex1•tenca. He also s t a ted that the doctrine that 

a ll Dlen are created 1n God' a image is or h1ghe,r poeti: worth 

th:an Israel• s e lection and that ballet in an a. ll-1nolus1ve 

covenant w1 th man as man has a moi-e sanct1ty1n4g et't'ect than 

that in an exclusive covenant between God and bis nrat-bom 



-18-
15 

son Israel. Joleph Kahn, 111 an attemp t which looks like a 

compromise, declared that "the prayer 4tto1i V!dha?"tonu (ex

preming the doctrine ot thA election ot Israel) may be re

tained as historically a1eQ'.11ficant, but not such passages 

as emphasize a still existing ditterence between Israel and 
1.6 

other nations (HamaTd11 ba.,u Yiaroel l'am1m)." In ettect 

what Kahn seEID.s to be sa:,ing is that wh1 le the Ohosen People 

concept had meaning for the Jew ot a past da1, it is an out

moded notion to entertain 1n t he enlightened preaElllt. 

Quite naturally the mission 1dea 1n the thoroughly un1-

versal1st1c form that 1 t assumed in the hands ot Re:t'ors was 

to work a ~rotound ettect upon Retonn's attitude to Pales

tine. An instance of this is to be round 1n the principles 

drawn u~ by the Frankfort Society ot the Friends of Reform. 

As part ot the the1 r dee lara t1on of :t'a1 th, 1 t was dee lared 

that a 1'1ess1ah who would lead the J ews to Palestin1=t was no 

longer hoped for. In an attempt to show the German people 

that they were true patriots, th"y proclaimed that they re

garded the com tr., to which they be longed either by birth 
17 

or c1tizensh1~ as their only fatherland. 

In the light or this new status, the Jew had to reori

ent. his att1 tude to,-,ard Palestine. He bad to give 1 t 1 ts 

proper setting in the over-:111 picture of the m1ss1on idea. 

In moat instances the attitude was negative. Soldhe1m clear

ly envisioned the problem at hand. He eav that 1:t' the Jew 

continued to believe 1n the restoration or the state, he could 

not be 1n ea.meat about the separation of the religious and 

political elements and its corollary of true loyalty to the 

I 



Fatherut.r.1d. Thus the pr1no1-ple or the declaration or the 

Frankfort Retol'lll Societ7 would be defeated.. ftlerefore, any 

pet1t1on tor a return to Palestine was 1nadm1es1ble. It is 

only 11" the Jew eurrendera all part1cular1st1c national con

ceptions. can he be attached to h1s fatherland. In line with 

this thought the nat1onal1st1c conce-ptions or Israel must 

give way to universalism. All prayera for the restitution 

of the Jewish state should be eliminated. Instead, there 

should be substituted a prayer tor the real1zat1on of the 

brotherhood of man. No other altemat1ve was possible be

cause Israel could no longer be conceived ot e.a a nation 

in the hearts and wishes ot the present generation. The 

eatabllsbment or the nation could not constitute Israel's 

mission. If this bad been so, 1 t would have ceased to l1ve 

l1lte most nations when 1 t became disintegrated from its 
18 

commonwealth. 

E1nhorn felt that Judaism 's national form would serve 

as an "armor of' protection" among the nations. This would 

last until Israel would have 1"ult'1lled its mission. There

fore, Israel's pol1t1cal overthrow cannot be viewed as a 

misfortune but a blessing. Juda.ism should not nourish 1n 

1 tsel1" any hope tor a return to Palestine, but 1 t should 
19 

strengthen the bonds ot brotherhood. 

Likewise Ludwig Phi llppson ne1 ther yearned tor nor be

li eved 1n the ultimate restoration ot Zion. In a sermon 

on the Ninth or Ab, 1842, he said: 

We a.re no longer conf'ined 1n the l1m1 ts ot 
a small land. We belong to the whole wor ld. 
We have the word ot God no longer for our-

-
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selves alone, but to give 1 t to bear w1 t
ness to it before all the nations. For 
that purpose Jerusalan :reil, tor that 
purpose we have been di.apersed.2 0 

However, Phi llppaon argued tor the retention of the term na

tion b1 Judaism due to the f'aot or descent, although 1 t was 

not to be miderstood as enta1 Ung pol1 t1ca.l etl'1v1ng tor a 
21 

realm ot its own. 

Geiger s\lllmar1zed the relative importance ot the national 

f'actor. Arguing 1"rom an historical basis, he realized that 

the establishment of the nationali t1 did not constitute the 

essence of the mission. In contrast to Israel, world history 

had commissioned certain other nations with the task or pre

serving only temporary commonwealths 1n order to do their 

allotted share 1n the world's work. Than, they ceased to 

live as soon as they weie disengaged trom their commonwealth. 

However. in regard to Israel, nationality is only a means 

f'or a higher obj ect. The :former must te111porarily gather 

1 ts f o r ces until that prop1 tious historical moment 1& rea.ch-
22 

ed, when the religious idea may become fully mani:fest. 

Jews had accomplished the lmique teat of' establishing a se

cond commonwealth, because they wer e more than a nation. 

'l\ley were a community \U'.11 ted by a. bond of an idea. There:rore, 

its vigor did not vanish when removed f'rom 1 ts soil. Eance 

1 ts nat1onal1 ty could be repeated again. However, even 1n 

th1a case. the nation was but a temporal hull, a necessary 

means for modifying the belief' that Israel was esaentially 
23 

a religious commmi1 ty and not a national entity. 

The Frankf'ort Conference of' 1B45 adVocated the view 

I 
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that the loss of poll tical 1ndeoendence was no mis:rortune 

but 1n reality was a sign ot progress entaili ng not cramp

ing, but expansion o:r the religious spirit, br1ng1.ng Is-
24 

r&el nearer to the tultillment ot its mission. Theret'ore, 

it urged the elimination or petitions tor the restoration 

or political 1ndeoendence. Holdhe1m, at this con:rerE11ce. 

he ld that the p etition for the return to Palestine for those 

who still suffer oppression was su-oertluous and 1nadm1ss1-

ble. It was superfluous "because both those who are O'O

press ed, as well as the rest of us, would be helped oniy 

by the removal of oppression. Hence,we should petiti on for 

this; on the other hand, it is inadllliasible because 1t makes 

of' th~ Mess\an1c expectation, not a religious, but a purely 

material hope, whi ch is cheertully surrendered wherever the 
25 

political status is satisfactory." 

On the other hand, x. Wagner favored the mentioning or 

Zion' a rebuildin g 1n prayers as a tribute or piety to the 
26 

holy city. Similarly L. Stein held the same view. It was 

his belief' that 1n the Messianic time the Temple will arise 

1n Jerusalem where all peoples will worship together as &. 

yisible symbol of B"Oi r i t ual muon, inasmuch as all religions 
27 

fomided on the Bible look to Jerusalem as the holy city. 

Thererore, although he adllli tted t hat we have become e. great 

religious comm,mi ty disp ersed throughout the world, he felt 

that the national element would never be entirely eliminated 
28 

t'rom J udaism. 

To Maier poll tical restoration had been repudiated by 

the majority or Gex,nan J ewa. rr attendanta at services are 

I 
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not to be guilty ot mental Peservations when pet1t1one tor 

the J ewish state are uttered, we must re11ove them from our 

11 turg:r and give expression only to the \miversal and s,:,ir-
29 

itual interpretation or the Messianic doctrine. 

Accor<Ung to Auerbach, nat1onal1SJn 1e not really di• 

vorced from religion 1n Judaism, but the latter is rather a 

development out or the tonier; the purely rel1g1oua element 
30 

is the flower or Jewish nationalism. 

An interesting poat1on on the national question was ta

ken by o. Salomon in connection w1 th bis det'enae of the Ham

burg Temple Prayerbook against those who cri t1c1zed 1 t tor 

its inconsistency 1n eliminating certain prayers with regard 

to the Palestinean restoration while retaining others. In 

"this def'ense he declared that the Hamburg congregation did 

believe 1n the restoration, but did not believe that "the 

restoration is conditioned by the bodily personal presence 

of each and every Israelite 1n the land of Palestine. We 

can deaire with all our hearts the reestablishment of an 

unfortunate fatherland, can even make supplication to God 

tor this, and become enthusiastic for the idea; and to

gether with this we can remain in the land wherein Divine 

Providence bas placed us , continue to live there and obey, 
31 

serve, and give allegiance to 1 ts ruling powers." 

A corollary to the concept ot the restoration of Pales

tine is naturally the belief in the restoration o~ the cult 

and Temple, and the role that the Messiah would play 1n such 

a restoration. In ans.lyzing these two ele11ents, many incon

sistencies will be found 1n the views ot the German Retormera. 
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For example, Phi lippson, tho_Ugh retaining prayers for the 

saer1f1c1al cult, did not intend them to be taken literally. 

This was amply express ed when he said: 11 In the J.fess1anic 

Era the ce1?e1Donial laws wi 11 n o longer be binding, as the 
32 

Midrash tells us, leatid baba kol hakorbanot betelln. 11 

Another example ot inconsistency was expressed by Mannheim

er. Though believing 1n a personal Messiah and national 

restoration, he yet agreed with the Hamburg Prayer book 1n 
33 

omitting the prayers tor re1.nst1tut1ng the sacr1.f1ces . 

On the other hand, L . Stein would retain the prayers tor the 

Temple, but urged the excision ot petitions to~ the ret urn 

to Palestine because they wer e not from our hearts and there-
34 

tore untrue. 

'nlere were others, however, who held a very consistent 

v 1 ew on the matter. Ho ldheim, rep lying to the radi ca ls or 

Arad, Hungary, in 1848, stated that all significance to laws 

dealing w1 th the Temp le and sac1'1:t'te1a l service a s we 11 as 

the dietary laws was lost . A further basis for his argument 

was that these laws bad grown out of the conception of Is

rael as a chosen peop le uossessed ot a peculiar theocrat1cal 

sane ti ty. However, such a:.a outlook was now changed aocor-
35 

dini; to which God lov·es all mP.n as His children. Holdhe1111, 

seeing that the priest hood of a specific family, the Aaron

ides. was bound up with a theocratic conce~tion of Pales

tine, considered the abolition of sacrif~oes as a fOI"W'ard 

step . Judaism must give way tmder a universalistic inter-
36 

~retation to the idea of the priesthood of t he community. 

He assert ed further t hat our houses of worah1~ are on an 

• 
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equal footing with the Temple. At.d h e contended that our 

-oreseut day services w1 th their devotional inwardness are 

or higher character t han sacrificial service. The f ormer 
37 

<!.1 S!> l aced the latter for t he whole f'\lture . 

Einhorn 1n his Reoort on the Dietary Iawa as chair-

::ian of a. comm1 ttee at the Brea 1.au Conference in 1846 tried 

to TJrove the obsoleteness ot t he dietary la"·s insofar ae 

t hey had formed part or the Levi tical priestly laws. He 

oointed out that th1=1 law forbidding unclean. m.eat formed 

oart of the system of Pr1eet}3 pur1. ty and. iinpur1 ty that 

could only be observed 1n connection w1 th the priestly 

cult, but not at a time and place where such cult no longer 

exists . Therefore, dietary laws were considered no lon~er 

to have any b1nd1n,; character, since J ews no longer l1Te 

in a theocratic state. All t he more shou ld t hey be abro

~ated s1nco they interfere w1 th our high m.1ss1on as a p riest.-
38 

people. 

As head or thA J ewisih Directorate (Cberrath) ,Einhorn 

said that such p rayers as express hope for t he restoration 

or the sacr1:t'1c1al cult on Palestinian so1 l no longer would 

voice the sentiment of t hA 19.rge ma.Jori t y of J ews 1n ''oiTi 1'' 

countries. In its place, hope i s cherished tor a time wbm 

the Messianic mission will find tull realization in equal 

recogni t,1on and mutual asteem ot a ll merr be-fore God. He also 

demonstrated that the Talmudists made a distinction between 

the Temule and the synagop;ue b ecause t h ey considered the or-
39 

tering of saor1f'1ce s n ecessary tor :full divine sel"Y'i Oe• 

!i'ormsteehe r interpreted the mention of eacriticee not as 



a petition for restitution but as thanks that we haTe eubst1-
lf0 

tuted prayer for sacrifices 1n accordance with the p rophets. 

In accordance w1 th the Hamburg Temple Prayerbo~., Second 

Edition, 1841, ¥..annh.e1J1er defended the 0111ias ion ot -passages 

referring to the sacrifices' reinstitution as havin~ noth1n~ 

to do w11",h nat1ona l restoration, though he espoused the cause 
41 

of the latter. 

At the Frankf'ort Conference 1n 184&5 it was particularly 

the Muaaph Service which became the subject of revision. 

'lhose narts o'f this service which dealt with sacrifices were 

held to be particularly inadmissible because the priestly 

cult had become out~wn. A compromise program was ad.opted. 

It was unanimous on the removing ot petitions for the sacri

ficial cult . By majority vote the Conference voted 1n fa

vor of reading Torah passages command.in,:; sacr1f'1ces if read 
42 

in Hebrew. 

The Berlin Ret'ona Congregation went to thA extent of 

hav1ll6 the priestly blessing pronounced b y the preacher 1n 

p lace of the Aaron1des• 'lb.us, the Berliners severed the 

only link th.at bo\Dld the synagof5Ue service to the aacr11"1-

cia l - priest ly p0lity of the Temple• t hus repudiating 1n prac

tice as well as in thought the exoactat1on of the Temple's 

r estoration. For to thi=; sacrit'icial syotem, the Aaron1c 

priesthood, the Palestinian st.ate, and the personal Messi,ih 

Re:t'ol91D opposed the service of prayer, t>r1esthood of the 

whole people, the countri es ot the world as their fathex-
43 

lands , and the l!lessianic Era. 
in 

likewise /the 'Dra.yerbook of the tJnion of the Jewish Con-
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gregat1ona of Westphal1a, 1894, there was a revision ot the 

serr1ce f'or the Ninth ot Ab. After reminiscing about Zion 

and Jerusalem, the new ideal of universalism was procla.1111ed. 

Such revision was not to go unchallenged. In answer to a 

protest by five hundred .rabbis against the modified liturgy, 

it was declared that no restoration of sacr11"1c1al ae?"l'ioe 

was hoped for, since the prophets had thundered agtl.1nst these 
4!4-

veey elements. 

HavinR examined the ideas of the German Reformers tor 

their attitude toward the restoration of the sacrificial 

serYice, let ue now proceed to see what they h.a.d to s ay 

about the Messiah who was to bring this restoration about. 

M. Hess t'e lt that it was naturally quite logical to 

assert that we should not petition tor what we no longer 
45 

believe in, viz. the personal Messiah. 

Samu~l Hirsch accounted for the picturing of the Massi• 

an1c time 1n terms of a p rosperous J 8\'r1sh atate by stat

ing th.at such an idealistic picture was due to the prophets' 

11mi tations and tea.chine; in t erms of their own age. Hirsch, 

1n oontrast to their ,national conception, :pos1 ted a univer

sal ·notion of the Mess1e.n1c &&e, 1n which he envisioned a 

prosperous world for all men, not Just a prosperous atate 

f or the Jewish people. Moreover, he imagined t hat hia Measi-
46 

ani~ doctrine was tul:fi lling 1 taelt rapidly. 

G. Salomon reco~ized that since the intelligent section 

of J ewry in his day repudiated the belief' 1n a peraonal Mess1-

e.h, and since even 111any who thought of themselves as pious 

restricted the belief' to pl"&yers 1n the synagogue, 1 t was a.b-



solutely necessary • un-less religion was to be 11ade sport of', 

to fl'alle the expression of' the Messianic doctrine 1n purel.7 
47 

sp1r1 tua 1 tel'lls. 

Joseph Kahn pointed out that a personal Messiah was not 

required by thA Bible. He took the l)Oe,.t1on that all prophets 
not 

agreed as to the Messianic el'&, but/as reprds a personal 
48 

Messiah. 

L. Stein, on thA other band, believed in a personal Kes

siah inasmuch as all great nents, be contended, were aooo■-
49 

pl1shed by great persona~itiea. Ludwig Ph1l1ppson too ex~ 

pressed opposition to the elimination or prayers expressive 

of' the hope tor the coming of' the Messiah• Yet he, 1mlike 

Stein, did not regard the belie1' in a personal Messiah essen

tial. He justified his stand against elimination of rei'erence 

to the Messiah w1 th the statement tha t Just "as R13Velat1on 

is the f'oundat1on, eo the Messianic idea is the roof' of' Ju-
50 

daiB1ll•" What he seems to be saying is that since the Mess1-

an1o doctrine is so v1 ta.1 and central a principle in Jewish 

trad.1 tion. 1 t is sacrd.l.:egi.ous to tamper w1 th 1 t 1n 1 ts or1-

~l f'orm, 8"811 thousb, 1 t may be necessan to 11od1t'y our 

interpretation of it. 

Naturally t h e Messianic idea as 11od1ried by Ref'tDl'II ne

cessarily impelled the adoption or a positive attitude toward 

the dispersion. This must logically t'ollow because the 

twin doctrine or the personal Messiah and the return throuN1 

his agency or the Jews to Palestine was rej ected by Ret'o.rm. 

L. Stein clearly a.oootmted for the changed attitude toward 

-the d1epers1on 1n the emano1pat1on t>Ar1od. 'lhe pre-emanoi-
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pation Jew beoauae of b.1s oppression was compelled to consi

der the diapereion as a curse and ptmiebment for sin. How

eTer, under present conditions, the Diaspora 112ust be interpre

ted in tenne or blessing, both because ot the radically 

changed pol1 tical and social status of the J ew and because 

of the o~portunitJ that tbe dispersion otters for the .tul-
51 

ftl llll:snt or Israel's mission among the nations. Likewise 

t . Phillpnson said that J erusa lem 's tall and the dispersion 
52 

serYe the purpose of enabling Israel to perf'OX'lll its mission. 

In this connection Geiger defined the conflagration which 

destroyed Jerusalem as a fire ot pur1f'1cat1on r ~r Israel and 

humanity. Israel was to examine its way, remoYe all the 
53 

dross, and 1 lluminate mankind w1 th the light or 1 ts teaching. 

Ha1'1n~ concluded our discussion of the mi s sion in all 

i ta 'Ohases 1n Garman Re:t'orm, it behooves us to consider what 

the Gema.n thinkers held to be thA position of the mission 

in relation t o the larger totality. SUperf'1cially, one might 

say that the mission. has been largely :t'ulf'1 lled 1n view o:t' 

the tact that the majority of the world has now accepted 

monotheism. 1\'len what justification is there for a continu

ance or I srael' a task? Ludwig Phi lippson asserted that J u

daism must con tinue alongside Christianity and Islam unt1 l 

h\lillan or pagan ideas w1 ll be cotllPletely overcome by :religious 

ideas and the latter will be realized 1n the life ot all 
54 

humanity. Abraham Geiger viewed Judaism as still ha.Ying a 

mission because o:t' the necessity of its opposing the baser 

elements i n Christianity with those in itse l.1" which are su-
55 

~ei-ior,. Iito-reover, despite oppression, Judaism bas y reserved 



1ts spiritual treabness which nae ~eaulted in a power 

of resistance that knows how to continue to preserve and 
56 

create in the domain of the sp1r1 t . 

.i 
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CHAPTI@ 'THREE 

M MliS%!'.lQli_~ Al,1)mICAN ~I.!21 

Wh1 le Germany was the bi .rth--p lace ot the Re:f'o 1~ move-

::ien t, Amer1ca was the nation where liberal Judai sm reached 

1 ts fullest maturity. It ii theref'ore to America 'I.hat we 

must look tor an expression ot Ref'orllt on the subJeiet or the 

mission in its most developed torm. It wao quite lo~ical 

that Reform Judaism shou ld have received a hearty reception 

in the united States. The ful l implications of liberalism 

inherent 1n R~f'orm could hardly be realized under the aoilditions 

or tyranny in EUro~e• It was rather in the Uni t,ed states 

with 1 ts democratic 1nst1 tutions and opportuni tieo for 

freedom of expression t hat its full implications <:ame to be 

realized • . 

The ideas or the Jeffersonian Statute or 1786, the idea 

o~ the utmost exercise ot religious freedom advocated by 

Roger Williams, the Declaration of' Independence and the Bill 

of R1.~ts nourished the soil in which the growin~; plant ot 

Reform was to be nurtured. 

The soil was f".lrther ferti llz ed. by the untold economic 

eXpansion of America throughout the nineteenth cEmtury. Un

obtrusively individual J ews throue;b their ability and indus

try were gradually achieving for themselves a pl.Jioe 1n this 

econollly• Jewish peddlers became merchants; artisans became 

manufacturers; Jewish teachers and editors, and indeed all 

sorta ot Jewish business and professional men, bef!,Sll to ap

pear on the American scene• Tbis \.Ulprecedented assimilation 



of the J ew to the non-J ewish eflvironment 1n which he lived 

involved a weakenin@: of his mlifor!Xl, orthodox congregational 

structure, the waning of tra.d.1 tional synagogue authority, 

and the 1ncePt1on of Ref'oX"lll to a greater extent than ffer 

before in any other country o'f the earth. 

W1 th the death of the hope of f'reado11 1n Europe after 

Nanoleon' s defeat, the temnorar,y set-back t here caused 

a eure;e of 1mmigra.t1on to the United States. Another far 

~r eat er flood of' immigration took place followin~ the year 

1848, which sounded ~he death-knell of' Gema.n liberallsm 

and thereby mark ed the destruction of thA Reform advance in 

Germa.m.y. As a resu l t of these two immigration streams, the 

sowin5 of t he seeds of American Reform was given new impe

tus. 

Having accounted for the factors re~ponsible for t he 

full development of Ameriean Reform, we are now ready to 

embark Upon the moat important part of this thAsis. Thi& 

1s to discuss in f"Ull detail the mission i dea a s it took 

fo rm in the rninds of American Ref'onn thinkers. For 1 t iA 

only by dealing wi t h our idea a s 1 t developed 1n Reform Ju

da.1 am 1n 1 ts most mature form that we ca.'l understand thA 

mission 1n its complete maturity. In the democratic milieu 

of America the Jew :round a -prot>1 tious environment 1n wh1nh 

to stress the mission idea. AB we have seen, s1mi lar oond1-

t1ons had existed 1n Germany , but t o a lesser extent. · 1'le 

fortunes of the German nation underwent many changes during 

the t-urbulent years f'o l ·low1ns in the wake of the Napoleonic 

Era. 8\l.oh reversals resulted 1n reprisals a gainst the Jewe. 

11 
I 
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However, in America there was much greater -poll ti cal stab1-

li ty. By 1 ts very nature our const1 tutional tonn ot goTern

ment enhanced the J aw's aecul'ity. Conditions 1n ~er1ca 
thus 

were tar- closer to the ideal and/the mission idea f'ound 1ts 

most axtravagant expression here. 

The aim of democracy, and of America 1ts lea<ling exnon

ent, was tak en to be inent1cal w1 th the Messianic goal ot 

Judaism. Tile Uh1 ted States granted us 1llllllun1 ty from o-pi,ree

si v e acts 1.n :rull measure. EVents in nineteenth centu.ry 

America looked as bright to the J 6W aa conditions in the 

Diaspora. had been dark tor his medieval ancestors . There 

was la.ck of discrimination in all walks of American life 

--political, social, religious and economic. America had 

the potential of becoming the place 1n which the :ritlf'1ll .. 

ment of' tha mission could best be rea lized. Therefore, the 

J ews in this cotmtry felt that they should identity themselves 

with the destinies of our nation. A ret'lect1on of this 

attitude may be f'oUAd in the utterances of Max L1 lientha.l. 

In his sermon at the dedication of the Mound street Temple 

in C1nc1nnat1 • he a.pp lied the verse of the Psalmist to tbe 

J ews• nlace 1n the United states: i:Here is IJl1 resting plaoe; 
l 

there shall I reside; for I love this place." In an address 

de livered on Thanksgiving Day, 1865, at the lay1n,; of the 

corners tone of' the new temp le at Indiana-po 11 a, Indiana, he 

sa1dt 

America is our Palestine; her-a is our Zion and J eru
salem; washini;ton and the e1gnere o-r the glorious 
Dec larat1on of Indenendence ••• are our deliverers. 
and the time when their doctrine wi 11 be recognized 
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e.nd carried into ettect 1a the ~ime so hopet'Ull.y 
:foretold by our great prophets. 

Another retlection of thl.e wai,ii attitude toward Ameri

ca on the part of the Ret'orm J aw is 1s to be seen 1n the 

union Prayerbook: 

Grant us peace, Thy most precious gift, o 'lbou 
e~ernal Source o:f peace. and enable Israel to 
be 1 ts mess anger unto the peo"O lee ~~ 1ille pao plea 
ot the earth. Bless our oountry -th.at 1 t may 
eTer be a atrongho ld o:f pe~ce, and i ta advocate 
1n the council o:r nations. j 

L1 v1ng tmder such :favot-ab le cond1 tione a s America had 

to offer, 1 t was ,u1 te logical that be1'ore the rise ot Zion

ism, the American reformers saw in tbe dispersion one of the 

chief means for attaining the t rue way of life. J ews, by 

virt~e of the1r mission, were faced with the histolio task 

of cooperating with all men 1n the establishment ot Gael' s 

lingdom. Quite log1calq, this could only be achieved th.rou.gh 
4 

Israel's dispersion. i!le Jaw must ever be ready to sacri-

fice in order to bear "light 1n the dark loneliness of strick

en lives . " Only then can he be a 11 eo- worker11with God in the 
5 

bu1 lding of His Kingdom• 

We have already seen that this concept held true among 

the German reformers. 'lb1 s had b~en due to the eN ot e111an

c1pa tion and enlightenment which had p revailed in western 

Europe. However, 1n America, where the broadest eXpN&sion 

of' humani tar1an1em t>revai led, t.he dispersed ot Israel were 

thought to be blessed with the optimum opp0rtunity to striv e 

toward their mission. i!le Messianic aim was not the reatora

tion ot the state tmder a David1c king. .This would 1nvo lve 
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a second separation f'rom the nations. 'lb.e Diaspora was not 

to be viewed as a punishment. The dispersion of the J ews 

was interpreted as a b1ess1ng to be enjoyed rather than as 

a curse from which to be res cued. Therefore to thEID the 

mission spelled an entirely tmiversalistic outlook accord.in~ 

to which the J ews were part and narcel o f' the world commun1 ty 

of me.n w1 thout any n a t i onal oonnota tion. The J ewe• mission 
7 

is to witness to God all over the world. I.n other word.a, 
8 

Israel is a priest-people with a religious consciousness . 

'lhe Geullah would only be realized when the J ew would haTe 

the right to 11 v e in any part ot' the world. Such a time 

wou ld· witness the end of all racial and religious :persecu

tion. Israe l would be free as an integral part ot all na-
9 

tiona to give world service. It was only ,,,.hen a ll mankind 

wou ld recognize the ethical demane,s ot' rigl;lteouSlleas that 

I srael ' s mission, as the p rophet s understood it, would be 
10 

realized. In t he li ght of all this , the Temple's d estruc-

tion wa s really p r ovidenti a l because 1 t was the be(9.mnng 

of the wor l d mission. '!be loss of the separate .Jewish ne.-
11 

t i onality was a necessary prel iminary to it. 

We find this extreme ly 1.mive~salistic Messiani c idea 

voiced most emphatically in t h e Union Prayerbook . Tbe goal 

of the mission is envisi oned there as the dwel lin!l. toget her 
12 

1n 1.mi t y and thP. achievement of oeace among all mank1nn. 

l'he characteristics of the l-iess1an1c age will be mar kAd by 

the absence of "Lmbelier, superstition, and ido latry. All 

will recormize the Fatherhoo d of God and t h e Brotherhood or 



13 
Man . Particular emphasis is given this idea 1n the special 

r.imyer inserted 1n the Sabbath EVe service durin6 Passover. 

Aoropos to the theme o-f Israel's deliverance, t he hope 1e 

expressed t hat 1n the future all men will recognize the weat:-
14 

ness of earthly might before t he f~rce o~ Goo 's spirit. 

A nrayer fo r strength to perfol'lll its anpo1nted task despite 

persecution characterizes the prayer for the Sabbath before 
15 

Puri;::i . The Messi ~..n1c age is equated w1 th a brotherl y cove-
16 

:!'!ant. An exhortation to summon our energies for t he :f"Ulfi 11-

c:ent of the di vine p l.&n cone lu4es the prayer f or t h e Sabbath 
17 

or Reuentance. Active reco(9lit1on by t he ot her nations of 

the t rue import ot Israel's rn1ss1on 1s thP. theme of Isaiah 

2 : 1-'h which i s the passa@ie introducing the Sabbath Ev-enin~ 
18 

Torah Service . Such a mission has been dAstinAd f or Israel 
19 

from the verrv begi nnine; of' its exist.ence. One of the means 

whe reby Israel i s to ""r1n all me-7111 for God's "law of rigbt

:x>usness" 1s through e-"<emplification. Throug.':l Israel, God1 s 

~enutat1on will be enhan~ed universally . Ccnsequently , all 
20 

oankind wi 11 receiv e blessin~• Another aid i n thA i mplemen-

tation of the mission is the lo,'e tendered by all mankind 
21 

for one anothP.r• Israel's sel ection having with 1 t t he corol-

lary of its s elf'- consec1,ation is emphasized 1n t.he EVen1n~ 

Servi~e for the Festivals . Likewise , a prayer for that day 

which wi 11 brintt victory of toe op1r1 t to t hose who bear w1. t-
22 

ness to Goo's \m1t y is included• 

Turning to the attitude of the American Reformers toward 

the return to Pa lestine, this particular phase of the mission 



idea was given due attention 1n. the nlat:forms of successive 

con:f'orences and editions of' tbe pra.;rerbooks. !:1.nhorn, 1n 

hi s OJsat !llllid, published 1n l8i:;6, omitted prayers for the 

return to Palestine and the restoration of' the sacrif'icial 
23 

cult. The question of' the reinstitution or the cult received 

attention at the 1869 conrerence at Philadelphia. The Aaron

ic u riesthood was Tiewed as only preparatory to the real 

nr1esthood of the whole people, beginning w1 th the d.1sper-

21on Period. The distinction between the Aaronides and thp 

non-Aaron1des 1n the religious cult was declared inadmissi-
24 

ble. :n an address on his twenty-f'1fth anniversary as a. 

Rabbi, Lilienthal 91111Pha.sized that Reform con3re~at1ons had 

e liminated f'rom their nrayerbooks "all sentences ret'err1n,; 

to the rebui ldin~ of the TemplA w1 th 1 ts sacrifices refer-
25 

ring to the dark times of persecution and mutual aversion. 11 

This etatemP..nt waa made a t a U. A. H. C. convention in Washing

ton, 1n the centennial year of AJllerioan independence. 'Iba 

PitteburAA Platform (1885) recognized thi::1 Mosaic lee;1slation 

as the system tor training the J ew f'ott his mission iurin& 

the Palestinian national life . 5owever, today only its laws 

and such or 1 ts ceremonies as are adapted to Jews of the mo-
26 

dern world are held to be binding. The modern J ew does not 

hope for the restorat1.on of the sa.cr1tic1al oult under Aaron's 

sons, nor the restoration of any law conce.rn1ng the Jewish 
27 

state~ inasmuch as we do not expect a return to Palestine. 

In accord with thia theme, the 'Union Prayerbook, the first 

edition of whlob came out 1nl892 , naturally left out all ex

~r e3sions or hope ~or the restoration of Palestine as a poll-
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tical state and has continued to do so in a ll subsequent edi

tions. Ho~re11er. 1n the latest ed1 tion, the Newly Rev1 sed, 

t>Ubl1shAd in 194o, under the 1.nt'luence ot the rising tide or 

Z1on1 em within th e ranks of Reform 1n common w1 th a 11 or J ew

I"J, a prayer was inserted pet1 t ion1ng tor a sn1r1 tual regenera

tion ot our ancient homeland, in comp lete keeping with Reform'a 

miss i on concent. What i t says is tha t we s~ould hope to~ 

Zi on's resto J"ation, no t tor our own s ake, "'but a s a living 

witness to the t he truth of 'l'hy word which shall lead the na

tions to t bA reign of peace" through the going f orth ot God• s 
28 

word from Jerusal~m. TruG, UD to this time, any sort of na-

tional return f or any l)urposa whatsoever had been discoun

tenanced as incompatible with Reform's thorough universalism. 

Sut as a result of" the impact or the Zi oni s t movement thA tYt>e 

of coopromise her e described be,i;an t o take place. It is there

for e necessary f o r an understand1n~ ot a ll the expr essions 

of the Reform attitude to,.,ard Palestine following t he begin

ni ng of the movement i n 1897 that we enter into an analysis 

of Zionism and the forces responsible for 1t. 

The immediate cause of t he movement' a i nception oame 

as a result of t he outcome o-r the Dreyt"Us tria l 1n 1894. 

However there were many earlier incident1::1 1n the chain of 

human events which bad mor e or less an i ndirect 1ntluence 

on t he movement. The opt1m1at1c hopes of the enlighten• 

ment were to be te111Pered by several trag,1c events . 1\ie 

latter made the Jew examine bis status 1n relation to the 

a;eneral environmAnt• If be were sens1 t 1Te, t hey made hill 

cognizant or certs.in forces which shaned bis att1 tude towaN. 

., 



society. By and lar~e these foroes were ant1- Semit1c 1n na

ture• 

Ae early as 1840 there occurred the Damascus A:t't'air . 

Certain J ews were accused of being imolicated in the abduc

tion of a monk, Father 'l\lomas. The eTent aroused the atten

tion of the then Jewish worlo. Reaction 1n the United states 

was axp reseed 1n President Van Buren• s inteNention. th.rough 

the United States ' consuls in Alaxandria and Damascus. Atte r 

the :failure of t h e 1848 revolution the strength of' liberal

ism was dealt a seTere blow even in the so-ca lled enllght.

~ ed countries . Again in 1858 a youth whose name wsa Mor

tara was abducted by the Catholin Church. The latter claim

ed that h e right:fully belonged to them since he had been 

s ec r e tly converted earlier by his nurse. '!he child was f or

ci b l y separated f rom his parents and could not be retriev-

ed. The event shocked many. Its reverberations were felt 

through the whole world. Nor were these outbreaks 1.1mi ted 

to the so- ca lled progressive countries of Europe. In be

nighted Russia conditions were f ar worse. J ews suf fered 

there from the May laws of 1881 which forbade t heir resi

dence outside the prescribed Pale of Settlement. Under 

t h e czarist r egimes beginning in the eighties through the 

first decade and a hal:f' of the twentieth century . the 

RUss1an J ew was subj acted to "the merci lees onslaught o't 

pogroms. In 1894 Theodore Her zl, covering the Dreyf'Us trial 

for bis Viennese newspaper, analyzed clearly the faotora 

which were 1mplic1 t 1n t he affair. Dreyf'Us had been charged 

I 
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wi th treason tor sellln~ secrets to the German government. 

However, to Herzl 1 t was not Dreyf'ua alone who stood on trial.. 

The J ew per se was being challensed by his society without 

any ample defense. The answer to the J ews ' sui--teri.ng was to 

be found in the J ew's return to his native land. only then 

would the Jew regain his full dignity whi ch the world owed 

him. Only then would he -attain to his r ightful and respect

ab le status among the nations. No more would he be subject 

to Gen.ti le scorn beref't of a country that would adVocate 

his cause. Th,::in he could share equa.11 t:r w1 th all nations in 

their deliberations. ·,11th his na tional prestige assured. 

by the attai nment of his homeland. the k ey could be found 

which would help solve all bis oth er problems. 

With t h e Worlci ·:far new forces arose which bor e directly 

upon the new philosophy. Palestin e by virtue of its stratf't

~c position played a Vital role i n the military operations. 

During the a.fterma th of the war the question of the deter

:iinatioo of the rights of national minorities became a vital 

i ssue. Under such circUJRetancea , it was natural that ad

vocates of the national Jew1Rh cause should aavance their 

claims most strongly. 

Th9 question of the acceptance or rej ection of the Zion-

1st philosophy was to involve the modification by Ref orm of 

its attitude to the mission. at least on the part of those 

who became Z1onist1c, or were sensitive to the lle\f historical 

f orces which gave rise to the movement . Of course, 1 t sb.c'u ld 

be reoogo1zed that 1n the begimi1ng Zionism play ed a role 
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in the minds or only a small minorl ty among the :-efoNers. 

but tbat as time went by the number whose thinking was af

fected by 1 t increased stead1 ly. For such as these the pro

blAm was that of reinstituting Palestine into the mission 

idea . Thie became a oard1na l point, since before the mission 

had been conceived of being acbiev-ed beet by dispersion, as 

we have seen . The latter had const1 tuted the best means 

whereby Israel could achieve its mission. Moreover, Zioni sm, 

aa \\·e have seen, stemmed largely from mt1.- Semi tism and there

fore 1n t h e minds of some dispersion could no longer be 

thought of in this favorable light. Reform J ews t..'P till 

now had been mlder thA spell of progressive einli&htaned 

humani tarianiam. They had had a cordia 1 f e e Ung .for their 

adop ted land. However, such outbrea ks oha.n~ed the_attituae of 
o:f them 

some/ rsdically from sympathy and patriotism to that of d1s -

tr--.1at and suspicion. In lip-ht of this new anti- Semi t1sm 

they regarded themselves as aliens. They saw that their 

only salvation lay 1n the restoration or their national dig

nity. In rtew of this fee ling, they haci a prob lam on their 

hands. Thie problem was that of reconciling their national 

f eeling as J ews wi ~h the mission idea ot their religion . Of 

course in the case of those who d~d not accept the Zionist 

philosophy, such a. p roblem did not exist. And so in order 

to gain a. oomplete picture of the AJDerican Reform Tiew on 

the Pa l estinian question , we muat axam1ne what both Zionis ts 

and anti- o.i- n on-Zionists have said on the subject ~aginning 

with the c . c. A. R. Con ference of 1897, the year of the Basel 

Con:feren~e • 
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Quite 1n accoro with p re-Zionist retorm 's negative atti

tude to the national restoration, there was the expression 

at this Conference of' the tota l disapproval of the attempt 

to establish a J ewish state. Any such attempts were rec;ar

ded as a misunderstanding of Israel's missionJ yea , they were 

harmf'Ul to Jews where they are still persecuted a s foreigners 

'by conf1 rmL"lg the assertion of their enem.i ee. that thay are 
29 

al1enso This oeyosition to the reestablishment o~ thP. Pales-

tini an state wa s stressed at future conferences . At the In

diananolis Convention in 1906 the re l i gious e l ement uniting 
30 

J ews was affi l'llled as over against the national elf"iillent . 

Th~ Baltimore Con:ference o-r 1911 discountenanced any move

mf'nt on any other than a religious basis. Such an endea

vo1• would violate t he p r1ncinle of separation of Church and 

State. It wou ld tend to create the i mpression tha t J ews are 
31 

an 1mper1 um 1n imperio . 

The c . c. A. R. Conferen ce of 1917 in Buffalo is pa ~ticu-

1.arly i 1~p0rtant 1n this connection . In the ma jority report 

on Rosenau• a Presi den tia l l•ies sa~e the emphatic assertion 

was made a s follows. 

We herewith a:f'f'irm the fundamental p rinc1 u lA 
of Reform Juda1Am, that the essence- cf Israel 
ae a priest• neople oons1sts in 1 ts religious 
coneciousnesa, and in the sense of consecration 
to God and service in the world, and not in 
a.ny political or racial national consciousness . 
~d therefore, we look with disfavor upon t he 
new doctrine of political J ewish nat1onalisM• 
which t'i.nds the cr1 terion of J ewish loyalty 
in anything other than loyalty to Ia~el's 
God and Israel's reli5ious mission.5 

On the other hand, two n:inori t y renorts were submitted 1n 

thorough-going opposition to this stand. one of these was 

• 

I 
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wri ttsn by Max Heller and read: 

Inasmuch as refonn J udaism does not dogma.t1ze 
on the geogra-ph1cal habitation or political 
statue or the J ew; 

Inasmuch as reform Judaism does not insist 
on the dispersion of the Jews as an indis
'Pensable condition tor the welt'are and pro
gress of J udaism; 

Be it Resolved, that there is nothing 1n 
thP. etfort to secure a publicly and legal1y 
ea.t'e-guarded home for J ews in ?alestine which 
is not in accord with the nr1nc1ples and aims 
of reform Judaism.33 

ThA second minority re-Port was worded by Louis J . Ko-pald. 

In it is fol.md the :rollowing statement: 

• • . ~'le are convinced that whether the individual 
Zionist call himself a race-Zionist, nat1on
Z1on1st or rellg1on-Z1onist, Zionism is ultimate
ly nothing but an interpretation of the b est 
IllAthod or conserving Judaistll ; and that when es
pecially we realize that our libe1~l congrega
tions, which the members or this Oonterenoe 
serve, are 1n all cases divided into Zionist 
and non-Zionist viewooints, all the members of' 
which, ho1'9Yer, are recognized as having equal 
right s to membership in their oon15regatione, 
1 t becomes 1.m.Jus t as well as logically untena
ble that this Conference go on record in any 
resolution aimed directly and nroscriptively 
at onA wing, and a growingly impa r tant wing, 
o:r Judaism. The wri tar of this minority x-e
port is himself' not a Zionist, and yet h~ 
reels keenly the need of protecting thA prin
ciple ot J ewish liberalism, and ot ur6ing 
the members of the Cont'erence not to take 
action so inimical to4 liberalism and so es
sentiall y un-,:rew1sh.} 

Samuel Schu l.man was the outapo~a..~ defender of ~he anti-Zionist 

position. He said: 

Zionism is a deliberate rej ection or the whole 
movement and aspiration of the modern J ew which 
began with Mendelssohn and 1s crystallized 1n 
Amel~can Ref'orm - which says that Israel is a 
p riest people, telling the wol'ld that Israel is 
a religious l.mion.35 

Samuels. Cohon, also on the ant1-Z1on1st s ide , made the a s-

• 
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sertion that: 

Zionism ie a purely economic interpretation of 
lire and we, as a rel1g1ous,orga.nization, have 
no such p roblem before us . -'° 

At the Conference 1n the following year, 1918, the 

C. C , A. R,, while 1 t resnonded favorably toward the Bal

fou r Declaration and agreed to facilitate immigration to 

Palestine for reasons of economic necessity , yet it ob j ec

ted to the statement that Palestine is to be a national 

homeland. This would imply that .Jews are a people w1 thout 

a cotmtry and 1 t asserted that the ideal of the ::ew was 

not to establish a J ewish state. In positive terms survival 

as a people was dependent entirely up0n maintenance o~ our 
37 

historic religious role. 

In 1920 at Rochester the central Conference endorsed 

President Leo Franklin's declining of' the invitation of the 

z. o. A, to appoint a del egation to participate 1n the cele

bration of the Palestine Mandate's issuance to Great Br1 tain 

by the San Remo Conference, although it expressed joy over 

the event as offering a place of refuge f'or the down- trodden 

.rew, where 11insnired b y the hallowed. associa tion of the land 

i n which Israe l 's Prophets announced world-redeeming ideas, 

they may become a grea t spiritual in.f luence." At t h e same t i me 

i t was dec lared that this event could not be called the Re

demption of' Israel, a s "Israel's Redemption ,.,111 only be re

a lized when the ,Jew will have the right to live in any mu1 t 

o~ th e world, and, all r acial and re l i gi ous prej udice and 

nersecution et1ded, Is.rae l will be free as a religious power 

I 
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2.nd integral nart of all nations to give world service. 11 
38 

It is abunda.~tly evident from the resolutions on Zi

onism a.7 d Palestine that we have been c1 ting that "the great 

ma,iori ty of t he :iembers of the con:t'erence, thou,:m onnosed to 

the political agitations or J ewish nat1onaUats, are yet .. 
hea r ti ly i n favor of cooneration 1n all efforts for the 

physical rehabilitation of Palestine . And this anpeared 1n 

the action taken at the rneet1n~ held at Cedar Point, Ohio, 

in 1924, when the renort of the committee on the Messags 

of the nresident" hea.rt1 lv endorsed such co-op eration and 

sugKested that a non-nart1san group for the developme+~t o~ 
39 

Palestine be formed. 

In the Columbus Platform of 1937, the c. c. A. R. came 

c loser t nan ever before to satisfying the outlook of its 

Zionist members. After four decades of constant ertort on 

the part of the Zion1st1c elements. they final ly succeeded 

for the f1 rat time in 5a1n1ng acceptance for t heir viewpoint 

'by the major1 ty of the members of' the- Conference, and thus 

in winning a place for t he exuression of that v1eWP01.?lt 1n 

an official pronouncement of that organization. This view

-;,oint was stated in the to llowine9 words: 

In the rehabilitation of Palestine, the land 
hallowed by memortes and hopes, we behold the 
p romise o'f renewed life f or many of our breth
ren. ~·Te affirm the obligation of all Jgwey to 
a1d in its unbuilding as a J ewish homeland by 
andeavor1np; to make 1 ~, not only a haven of re
fuge for the oppressed but also a 48nter ot 
J ewish culture and apiritual life. 

True, this statement was by no means an tmequ1vocal axpree

sion ot Z1◊n1st do~trine, for it failed to make a:ny mention 
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e3t:. r.e . However , it d i d reco~~!ze Palestine~& a •~ewish 

':: .. ~ve:; ~ f re-

i.z e . 

~f :israe l ·:1. t. •. :t s : ... i:-l i c -_tio.1s a s i t t oo.{ : .::ir.J 1:1 He

.. u<--is.i1. i.1 A.:1e r1ca , l et .is :1:y,. t 1...r n t o a c.e scrin:.ion 

j _ ~.-.e i:..e.:.. -:.s ·1oicec. by t hose i :16.ividt!al :..e.fo r .:i t. .. i.1·{er s in 

in vii s way e wi ll ~C~w:re a full 

c_.,~c •tion j f tr.is . .i:i s t i.::.)ori:. :.,n t c..::ict r i :1e a s it o.evel o oed 

' ,. .L • • t .. is .. ;est Ln"Jorta nt cen ter jf 1~ bera.l J ue.a.i sm . 

•. ~ ... e :;.: .. ioc. i f i e c.. o:; !.:.o.:is ... . 

·.2 .• ce .::crves ---

-.: .:. :, f t.. •• e l.tt.tr . 

• 
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A. ISAAC •".AYER .,ISE (1~19- 1900 ) 

It is qui t e l ogical t o t.rea.t of l eaac• ... , • . ,1 se ' a views 

0.1 t.:e J ise:1on firs t . i\Jot only wa s he t he ear liest i n b irt11 

" .... : .,-: t no£e wnam we s hall consi der , but ,le a?pe'.3.r ed a s t he 

: ::. rst l.11.'.):>rta.r:t creatl ve s.na. com:truct1 ve pioneer ia A:ne r lcan 

.-,.e!'cr.c Jue.a.ism. 

So i~port3nt wa e t : e ml ssi o~ co :1c e~t in t he totalit y o f 

"- ~e 1 s thlnkine t t~ t t ~e i dea of Isr ~e1 1 e selection wa s one 
41 

::,~ t .. ~ c s.r o.i.1al ;>rinc i :,lee in :iis .ttd.naa~ A:zier ica . He viewed 

I ~r.1e!.: s . .:ission a.s .:.r inc ~:1c :a.bout t he .:i.J r al r egener ation of 

:, ... c \ ,)l"lc. . .Procr c s ~ ~n t r:~s a i rec~io n "':..s s)1o·v:n !..n maD!!ind • s 
4d. 

bec0 .. 1~n: be tter, •:.i se r a.nd .:nor e ju$t. . ,,ise ~c..voca ,:;ec. t he 

r~~:~z~tio~ o f t he ~i ssi oo i n ~~er ica t nr ou~h concrete i m~le

~e~tatio~ . Ae called for a u~i on of congrecations t o enable 

.1s .Jett e r '' to f~lfill our sacreci ..nission , t ae nc. :>u r 1.np:.r--
43 

t a.nt ..:.e .ssc.se to JJan.tind . '' I n his 1ni tia.l ac.o.ress as Presi-

... e i t of' t he Centra l Conference o f A.ne rican r<abb1s , ,{1 se s~!.d : 

I f t ne soirit of JuQai sm i s t o ue c.evelooec. int o 
~ univer s alis tic rel1~ion ••• we ~us t have t he 
.mi tee. r s.bbi r.ate , t :ic - atJ!'lual Co:1fe1~ence , the 
ear nest a nt s ~ea~v wor ~ o f all our i ntellectual 
forces UL1 i t e c 1 ~1 one ::>o ,.er . ,;itn ~~is Conference 
~,re 1:::iter --.i'.'.>on t :1e ne'I-: ·).1ase o f A:uerican J ue.a.i sm 
~s t ~e free ~eG~e n~er of Jo~ to a. free , eo?le44 a ~ingcom Jf ? r ~es t s to anc_nt & ooly na tion . 

is ,1an ~e conceive~ t ne ?Ur ~ose of ~- e s t ~~ents a t t ~e 

.,e ..... ce1•; uaion Colle,.:;e t o ..ie t i1e '"'reserva t i::>n and - r :,p::a.5a.nc.i 

:.::i. t~on of I sra.el ' s trea sur e . Tnsy :ere to be t l:e expoune.e r e 

J f t ns f.it ure i n t he Un_ tee. St s.tes which " prepares t :1e fu-
4S 

'-~re of the nwuan f B.illily . '1 

~s e ai t o r of t ne American l sr~elite , he u~ilizea ~is 

.Jc-·,:s;,a ;,e r a s a vehicle for t he di s se:i:~nation of !lis vlewe on 

tr.e ~iss ion . lo one of hi s editorials in l bo2 ae s ,:;ateu : 

I 
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The lS~LI~ E seee values in JuQaiem , t he 
s reat element of universal relig ion , t hose 
gr eat truth s , thos e i.Jlmortal verit~ee, which 
long or short, once must beco~e t he common 
s o ~d of ~ankina for univer sal rede~pt1on and 
salvation . It is t he sacre~ cau se of hu
:nani t y which ·,:e; reve r e in Judaism , and s '.-iall 
coDtinue to do so , until t he se truths, t hese 
verities a r e a naar s t o0d and a~oreci~ted by 
t.'le r_:ener.J.li ty . . . • Ju..:a is:D rele3.Sed :nu s t 
? f f e r its _trea sur es t o a ll •••• The body 
:.s 11.:nitea , the S?irit is univer sal ; t he l a.w 
~ s for one lane.. , t i1e 3 ~:,c pri nciple for all; 
: o~ s c~an: e , f~~us ~re~k , t he B?irit is im
~orta l , for tne sa&e of man ~n~ not fof_t he 
s3.~e of' t he Je·.v God revealed rtis wi ll . 4tJ 

l.; r:.:--:. : er .:. ssue o :' t .:12 i::a..ie ,re .:..r, tlise spea.i.s of t '.1e .n1es1on 

-1~ .,J1. i _.:il yin£ e.. t i1eoloe-ic:tl victory of one t heistic s ys-

-e~ ~ver ~no~~er , bu t- ~ triu~ph of Israel 1 s mor a l ? r inciples . 

:t. is t , e rea li ::.a tion of t i::e ~:-o..i; i se t o Abr a.:iam t .1at he 

,, :,..,. .:.d. c,a t ;ie source of blessing to a l .!.. nations . Our .:uis

s::m co:1si.. s ts o f 0ur oeine- .nodels of true :nor a li ty ~r .:.ot -
4 , · 

~ ... :erfect f r eedom of conscience to all . 

Ano-:.her oppor tunity t hat ,;1se t ooA t o e x"'.)re ss his 

!"oe.d. :i~ on the mis sion i c.e a W'i s t he Ph ilade1-:: 1a Conference 

in :.. _.J ~. At the Conf e re11ce he s tc:.ted t hat II t he Messianic 

~~ J~ I s rael ••• is t he Union of a ll childr en v ~ 3-od in 

co~fe ssion of t ne Lln~ty 0f 3od so :s to ~eall:e t he unity 

~:' --1: r a tio .::.1 c r e u t J res c:.nd t.1ei r ca ll t.::> 1ooral ::,ancti-
4o 

:· .:.c ~tio:l . '' At ::;. :..:..ter cv.'.lference he rei terateC:. :us view 

;r, ti.e .nis s ion by sayi.15 : 

le. need. not be r e iter:itec. in t ells assei1,bly t t1at 
t,1e Pr oohets , ~ne ar:;d all , and a fter the sages J f 
t i1e 1'e.l;ud , t he p:1ilosopher s of t he .•,idcile Af!,es 
~nd t he te~c hers of the ni neteent h centur y , 
all of t nem , an unbro~en ch~in of rea soners, 
raa.inta 1o the var~• sa:ne thing : J ud.a.i sm is t h e 
universal rel l ~i on ; anc. all of t~em pre~icted 
and honed f or t ne time whe:i God will be .!inB ove r 
all t.h~ ea r th , a!ld. Jod :"'111 be ,mmm as one, 
ane ~ne h i & naoe ~ill be . The sa.11e ice1 has 
been va r iousl y ex~ressed at differ ent ti~es. 
r~e com1nE Jf t he , ro9het Eli j a h , t he coraing 
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of thi;;l iv'.l'Ernsj.ah, the -future wor1d, the univer
sal :redempt:Lon, t,hE) unification and fra.ter·niza
t,io:n of the bu.man fH,mily, are some of the· names 
given to the same idea. In our century it was 
called the 1vlessianio age, the .Messianlc realm, 
also the IUngdom of the MeB,siah, alwc1,y,-s signi
fying tb.e Bame thing --the fi:nal and universal 
t11iumpi:1 of the urd.versal religion in theor•y ~rnd 
practice, :Ln creed and deed, for the government 
of' :natiorrn and t,he conduct of ind1 vi duals.. It 
was the mission o:E' J't:i.daism from :Lts inCEH)t,:Lon 
to become at the fulnese of time the religion 
of the human family. Its mission is the conver•m 
sj_on and fraternization of mankind, not merely 
because it claims to be divine revelation, but 
because it is the only twin sistar.49 

W1.se v:Lewecl Judai£rnl in the 1ie;ht of' its cosmopol:i.tic ten-~ 

dency. He gave expression to this when he rw.id that 1 t was 

now t:L::ne when 11we must a,1')prox.imate those who need our i.n

struc_t:lon, who are depressed in rn:i.:nd by pl"ieatcraft and 

prejudices, and render an :i.nvaluable service to both our-
50 

selves and them. 11 

Wise's Selected Writings provide a source for his 

idea of the mission concept. He summarized the role of 

the Jew :Ln the performance of his task:. 

He (tl:le wandering J·ew) must li.ve on u:rrtil there 
shall be no more supf,rst:ttion, no ignorance, and :no 
intolerance, no hatred, :no self-delusion and no 
darkness amo:ng f::iects. He mue·t wand.er on till th1::1 
end of woe and misery has come, till the earth 
shall be one holy land, every city a Jerusalem, 
every house a Temple, every table an altar, every 
parE:mt a priest, and Jeho·val:1 the only God; ·till 
light and truth shall have dominion over all, 
every land be a home of the free, every gcYV<:'lrn
men-t the guardian o.f liberty, and. \Uynkind one 
family of' eq1..rn.l rights and duties.::> 

This mission w:i.11 not be .fulf.i1led until the human fe.rnily 

will be united before the one God in justice and all vice, 
52 

paganisin, and hypocrisy wj_ll be eradlcated. 'l1hen all men 

will have a lmowledge and fear of God. 11 rl1his is th.e Messiah 
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1cr whom we wait . ~ 

In 11ise
1

2 conce,:,t of Israel's ...J~sai on A:nerica ':'lle.yea a 

_ 0:.t vi ~al role . - e r ica .nean t for .. 1 .,e t.1e cc .:1 sll.nlla.tion 

Jf ..,,1e :.::. ueral ... ove .,,e .1t , " God ' s c i1:ise!'.l ex9erlmernation 

:r~·•nd Ior t he &in.~a·om of he ... ~ven . I r _--~ _ ~ ~eant _reeaom , e quali-

t :·, '.:.Jl C. frate r nity , the fulfi l lment of every .Ji blic2.l o_ ro-
34 

?.1ec.:,, . '' ..i..'ner e 1 s no need for a Je-wish s t a te in Palestine . 

- ··e ~erican ~overu.:;ient 13 t. e t ,vpe c.el i neated by .✓.oses and 
55 

:.!; :..1;;refore basically Jewish . Our desire i s to have f ree-

lJ~ :n t~e community in w~ich ~e live . i-iis He possess in 

AC.Jerica . I n toe :iarch 17 , 1~11 issue of the I sraeli~e , 

.. e .. r ote ; 

O~tside of t he synagoEue ~e ~re citizens o f 
t he land or our nativity or aloption and need 
n:it per cepti oly c.iffer f' r om any fel lo1: - .. n .n . 
In puolic life, in business , in culture, in 
a ll ~: o r ldly 1spir a tlon , ~e ha ve los t :iur i uen-

5 tity , am:. ve r y fe ·.-, i f .:?.n~• \: i ~h to restore it . u 

.. 1 se e..ophasized t hat it was our religious duty to ac..1ere u.!'.l6.er 
57 

3..! :. circu.:ie t a nces to t he '' la:1c. of our choice a nc. i ta laws . 11 

.. e -::): :--res sec. t n ~s feelinL in t he form of a c ha.ll enE"e : 

.,ill you cli!ie: to the £:>iri t ,:, f c.ar~ese to 
~ave a piece :lf' a.Lnuo. anc. your .. :jciras:1 
1uibblers ? Or will you st a~d br ave l y anc. 
consi ~t entl,v ·.:1th t:ie intellii:-ence of t he _ 
countr j• 0:1 t t e s ic.e o f ""lr o: r e .:s :inc li bert?•?? '-

-' .1& A::ie rican Jew .:..ua t :,;e 3~t:. s fiec. ·.-:1 t i1 .11 E poll ticnl a .16 · s :>cia.l 

·:.:...:.tlc:i ir. thA land of bis e.dont i on. He must :t'eel nertect-

1:v aat1sf'ied w1 t h the condi t1ona aa he finds them here. We 1n 

t he Uru. ted States possess f'reedOllt eq_ual1 ty, Justice, and e-

qu1 ty in such t'\llneas "that no State whatever could improve 
59 

on 1 t." W1se saw the im:po1~tance o:t' training student■ :t'or the 
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of"fice ot teachers that are loyal and patriotic c1 t1zens ot 
60 

the United States. 

On July 10,1868, Wise wrote: 

1he I~St,ell tci bas almost obll terated the idea 
of a p ersona! Messiah, and or returning to Jeru• 
salem, and has end~ed. the country to the Is• 
ra.el1te as hls home, his promised land, bis Jerug1 sa.lem, 1n which the God ot his fathers dell"1lts. 

such a statement natur ally torma the key to a11 understanding 

of W1se'a attitude toward Palestine. As earlv as 1869 W1ae 

approved. a declaration or the Philadelphia c.mterence which 

dec lared that the Messianic aim of Israel was not the re■-

torat1on of the old Jewish stA-te under a desceodant ot David. 

'l'h1.s would i nvolve a second separation .rro .. 1 t he nations of" 
62 

t he earth. nn the question of'J)urchas1ng r a l est1ne, h e s aid : 

that if Palestine e1iould be purchas~ nobody would go there. 

The .Amer ican Jew is Alllerican ~ all intents and purposes. 

The Dlglieh Jew 1a an -l)lgllsbman 1n the :satae vay. Den the 

Russian Jew, though op1>ressed., is intens ely Russian. Those 

who pray to retum to Palestine do not m-=-an. 1 t. 

The Jew! s nationall ty is endemic; 1 t 1s 
not conditioned by space, land, or water •••• 
The Jew~ s Jewish nat1onal1 ty had been tor 
centur1P.s before this event {the destruc
tion of J erusali=cn 70 A.D.) 1na.apendent or 
,,very soil; 1 t bas been and now is in hie 
blood, i n the pur1 ty of bis r a ce, i n his 
belie:fe, in bis mode of thinking and feel
ing, 1t is all intellectual and moral 
without any reference. to soi 1, climate, 
or any other circumstances. The Jewish 
nat1onal1 ty and his attachment to 1 t has 
been made -p0rta.ble; he carries 1 t along w1 th 
him wherever he goes, unites 1 t w1 t.h the 
cnuntry ot his choice, and it he 1a a good 
man be 1s i,atr1ot1c as a c1 t1zen no less than 
as a Jm,. - 1'le one supports the other . 
He does not feel the lea.st neces s1 ty ot 

• 
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retum1ng to Palestine it' the country 
1fl which he l17es eu1 ts bis tastes · 
and 1nters~s. 63 

Furthermore, the r eturn to Palestine is to b e brought a• 

bout by religious ~el1ef, and not by Jewish capitalists . · 

However, since we no longer believe 1n miracles, the be

lief in the Messiah w111 have no 1n1'luence on us. 

In his presidential address at Montreal on J uly 8,1897, 

the 11:f'rl.ends of Zion" were deno\lllced u turning the m1a• 

sion of Israel f rom the i,rovince of religion and h\DDan1 ty 

to the narrow poli t1cal a.n& national field, where Judaiam 

loses 1 ts \.Uliversal and sanot1:fied ~und. and 1 ts l:l1stor1cel 

significance. The desires 1n th1A direction among our brothers 

in Russia, Jlouman1a, Germany , Austria, and partly France 

due to -oersecut1on.we can understand. That is why Pales

tine ' a colonization with Jewish agriculturalists tound favor 

1n all eyes . However, then i dealists and po 11 t1c1ans seized 

upon th e situation, with a scheme or working for the es• 

ta.b l1shment of' a Jewi sh state 1n Pa l estine and mass migrations 

thither which we cannot countenance. The new state has been 

called a uto-oian i dea. This new Messianic movement across 

t he ocean should not concern us at all . 

In the Israe lite of September 16 • 18 97 there 1s re
+-

pr inted an article by \fise from the New York Times en

titled "A Jewish State I mpossi ble." In 1t he said that 

"evex-ythin g is possible i n a dl"eamland or 1n a Utopia. 

That Congress 1n Basle was a. novelty, a gatherin g ot' 

vie1onaey and impracticable a.reamers who oonce1ved and 

acted as a romantic drama, and a.pn laude d 1t al l by themselves." 64 

I 



-
In a book he wrote Wise wrote J ewish history rrom a demo--crat1c standpoint, anc hence f ound monarchy ot ancient 

65 
times unjustified and contrary to the ?-Iosaic lR.ws. 

At a Montreal Conference, Wise declared that those 

who advocated the Jewish state were "pbantastic dUt>ea ot a 

thoughtless utopia which 1s to us a tata morga.na, a mo

mentary inebriation of morbid minds , and a :prost1 tution 

of' Israel! s holy cause to a maa.mau' s dance or- unsound po• 
66 

11t1c1ans." He :felt tha.t it. was i mperative that the c.c. A•R• 

declare o:f:f'icial~ America's stand.Point i n this particular 

historica l episode. 

In his presinential addreea at the .openins ot' the Hebrew 

Union College in l8<rr, he said: 

Talmud Torah is the curriculum of this 
college. We want t eachers of Judaism. 
Judaism, we se;y, and not nationalism, 
Judaism and not Zionism, Juausm and 
not Meas1ah1sm of any kind; that eternal 
J udaism which is not tied down to acer
tain piece or land here or there, or to 
a certain form ot government and peculiar 
laws and i nst1tut16na. 67 

In t he fol lowing year, a statement was ad.outed by the U.A.H.C. 

at the urging or Wise at a convention at Richmond, V1rg1n1a: 

We are unalterably opPosed to poll t1cal 
Zionism. !!be J ews are not a nation, but 
a religious commun1 ty. Zion was a 'Prec1oua 
Possession o f' the past, the early home or 
our fa1 th where our 'Pro:l)hets uttered their 
world-eubdu1ng thou(5hts and our p salmists 
sang their world enchanting hymns. As such 
1 t 1s a hol.v memory but 1 t is not our hol)e 
of ~he :ruture. America is our Zion. Here. 
in the home of religious liberty, we have 
aided in founding -this new Zion, the t'ru.1-
tion or the beginni ng laid 1n the o 1d. 68 

• 



B • u.tmwffi IDHLl!B ( 184 3-1926) 

It iA qu1te natural that Jrautmann Kohler be next 1n 

~e ot our d1ecuss1on art,er Iaaco M. Wiae. He was the 

next great president ot the Hebrew Union College at'ter lta 

rounder. In our treatment ot h1DI we aball ••• that the idea 

or the m1as1on played a most prominent role, and ane gets 

the impression trom reading hi■ utterances 1n sermons, 'P&

'Ders, and books that the m1saian is the doctrine ot Juda1n 

t hat played the greatest part 1n ins p iring th1a most 1nan1r1nr. 

man. It 1s hardly possible to t1nd a sermon or his 1n 

which he does not 8"Peak to aome axtmt ot Iarael! s iriiae1an 

vi th some degree ot rapture. He is theret'ore Tery iun,oi--

tant tor o~ puroosea,tar more itll'Dortant than I. M. W1ae, 

and perbsns the most 1..mpo:rtant ot a 11 aer1can Retorm J -■• 

To ~h ler the election ot lane l :t'ormed the central 

"P01nt o:t' Jewish theology and the key to the under standina 

or the nature or J udaiam. It ••"ea u the bas1a and ch1ei' 
69 

cond1 t1on ot revelation. The God ot Iarael is not 1na8'0&-

rably connected w1 th Bia pe0"Ple by n&tl.U'l bonda, as 1n the 

case ot other gods, but by the bonds or love t'or&ed by trH 
70 

choice. The real purpose or the election was announced by 

Deutero-Isa1ah 1n the concept ot the "ae"ant ot the Iord". 

The entire h1storT ot Israel back to the Patriarchs can be 
71 

reconstructed i n this light. Just &a the Gre~ and Romana 

were ski l led 1n art, science, and j urisprudence, the Jwa 

were auper1or 1n religion. 1be 1'ormer were not tull.y con-
72 

acious ot their mission whereas Israel was. Iarael!a choice 

waa not an arbitrary act 01' God, but was rather due to 

• 



73 
he.red1 t&l7' Tirtuea &ll4 tendencies ot mind. H1stol"J' has 

been a witness to Israel's aelect1on as a priest-People 

bT showing that 1t has &iYm its lite-blood as ransom tor 
74 

human1 ty, and is eYer bringing new sacr1t1ces t'or its cause. 

It would be w1llt'ul disregard _ ot Soriptural and Rabbinic, 

teachings to say w1 th Achad Ha Am that the Jeld.ah people 

was elected b7 God aiml)ly tor the attainment ot the h1peat, 

morality tor themaelYea on their own ter1"1.t.or;r, v1thout con-
. 75 

cern tor the spiritual wel:tare ot the outside world. 

Kohl&r conce1Ted ot the Jfltla taaJt 1n terms ot' iml>re■-
76 

sing the truth ot monotheism. -Re bel1ned tbat the 1>roJ>he-

t1c goal of' a united ham1ty as N■ed on the belief' 1n 

God as the king and tathel' ot all men was advancing 1n our 

age. Thia vaa shown by the tact that there vaa an 1ncr•se4 

admiration ot the world at large tor the Jw and his rell-
77 

~on, and the torm~!s loyalty to it. Oonsectuctly, the JtN 

must continue to maintain and propagate his ta1 th am14at all 

c1Y111zat1ona tmt.11 God1a kingdoa vill be established all 
78 

over the world. He muat be the reJUYenatin& 1n1'lusioe ot 
79 

society by aui,ply1Jlg 1t■ sdritual and moral lite-blood. 

Ot course, we must tirst regenerate our own people betore 

we attemnt to regenerate the world. Not 1n baste, . 

nor 1n i-unn1ng the risk ot being loat OJl the va.Y shall we 

i,erf'orm our m1sa1on 1n the Gent1 le world, but w1 th due re-

gard to our sacred her1 tage and our character as a pr1eat-

i,eo-p le. Not a Church Universal, but the divine truth re

flected 1n many systems ot bel1et, a religion eYer-progea-_ 

a1Ye, never f'iniahed and t'inal, leading all nations to momta1ue 

• 
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• 
or. God • this 1s JUda1am!s aim, the establishin& or God!• 

80 
kingdom on eai-th. Today, as neYer bei"ore, tar trom ahiJ'k• 

111g his m1sa1cm-. the J ew as no one else should step tor-
81 

wara as priest and pro'Dhet ot humanity. Like Jonah, he can-

not run away trom his God, boweYer great his reluctance 

and waywardness. He ahould rather recognize that: 

the very per1 la ot a hoat1 le wo1.•ld he baa to 
tace as well as the Pl'O&l"ess ot humanity in 
which he takes so prom1neJD.t a share are bo\Dld 
to bring the Jn ever nearer to his great des• 
tinat1on.82 

Nor need we deap&ir ot b\DDan.1 ty, ff'en 1n 1 ts ma ter1al1st1c 

pUJ'SU1tS• 

Peo-ple are unlearninc the religion o'f rear, ot 
dogmatic etr1re, ot bribes to religion and ot 
threats and ot sett-love. We are coming f1Yel9 
nearer the \Dl1veraal God ot loTe and ot peace. 
the kin&dom or righteousness in the world that 
now 1a.~3 

In this the J w will t1nd his sco'De and become the gi-eat 

link and tactor ot un1 ty, the Pl'Ot>het and priest ot a re-· 

generated world. God, who has spared ua all, these ceJD.tur1ea 

while we we.re isolated and secluded, will not let us go now 

in this broader lite, unt.11 Bis great purpose, the obj ect 

of' our M11sion 1s tuU'illed. 

In a ael'IIlon Kohler pointed out that the proi,hets con-

" ce1ved ot SUkltoth as a token and ple~e ot a time when all 

th~ nations w111 wander to the bouae ot God and take re

fuge under the ~f ot His all•encomDassin,i; love and l>l'O

tec tin~ kindness.• 1'h1 s 1 dea was further taken up b:, the 

Rabbis. 1be truer and more loyal J ews we are, Kohle,r· goes 

on to say, working tor the cause of J udaism, the more ve 

pl'Omot.e the cause or bumani ty, progress, and welf'are ot 



the world. 'l'he lllOre we enmhat1callJ' announce the broad 

humani ta.rian character ot Judaism the more we live 1n hai

mony with the best thoup;hts ot Judaism. 

A doub la SUkkah then, one to 'Dreserve 
and 'Orotect the J ew as nr1est and 'Dro-
ehet of' the world and another to nred1ct 
or nrepare tor the kingdom ot God S'Oread 
over the nations ot the earth and all the 
sons of men. Thia our conservative brethren 
have lost sight ot. In laying all the s+reaa 
upon the separation ot the J ew f'rom the rest ot 
the world and anta~niz1ng the idea ot aaa1m1la
t1on , that is ot adapting ourselves to the civi
lization ot the land and the age we live 1n, they 
misintei-i:>ret the whole character of the Jew1.-h 
faith which ever since the days of Abraham was 
broad and \.Ul1versal 1n 1 ta scOt>e and aim.BS 

In a prayer tollowin~ another sermon, Kohler zealously 

pray s for the love and zeal tor our holy mission. His t1-

nal s entence reads: "Unite us all, Israel and the nations, 

J ew and Gent1J[' young and old, i n t.ruth, 1n love and in 

,:,eace. Amen." The d1s t1nct1venees ot Israel 1n the t>erto~ 

manc e ot 1 ts task 1s emt>bas1zed 1n a latAr aer11on: 

over against a 11 the into Lera.nee am arrogance or 
other creeds, numerically so powel"t'ul, we tom a 
small minority offering the world a religious 
teaoh1n~ which is R~botlt.: Salvation and trut,h 
tor all •. • • A,nd 'for that reason we must remain apart. 
as God!s choaEll, as ~dians and teachers tor all 
the centuries to come.0 7 

The same idea 1s developec. ev.en 0ore elaborately 1n tJlA same 

utterance: 

And is not Israel, the first-born or God!e lOTe 
who thousands of :rears ago proclaimed this God 
or humanity and Father ot All, laid the toundat1ona 
tor this great telII'Ple, the best mediator, the beat 
1nteroreter and representative, the true priest 
and 1>rophet o-r tbs. t ra1 th, the re 11g1on ot humani
ty? Yet not by sacr1t1c1n,t one iota of hio 1nd1-
v1dua U ty, not by a colorless, sapless, and spirit-



leaa theism, but 'by true loyalty to our past 
can•~ work tor the glol'ious tuture.88 

The Jw baa been called the "\Dlconquered conqueror ot the 
89 

world." !he 1nst>1rat1on o!' the J ew tor his m1aa1on to hu-

manity, more than n1ety tor his fathers.• rel1&1on or love 

tor his bone, made eve,:,y sacr1t1c e of the J ev !'or his rel1-

t;1on easy. His hone t'or God~a Jd.ngdom was expr essed 1n the 
the 

veey t1rat sont1: &t'te~ his liberation 1'rom J;grpt 1n/wol'"dll --

"God shall be kin,; 1'orever and ever." On ly such a message 
90 

ot a ~lorious ruture can mak-. us 11Te and work and sinK• 'l'he 

truth of the Decalogue wou 1d have been ot no e1'f'ect, it' thei-e 

had not 'been a "bo ly nriest nation" to serve as nro1>het1 and 

martyrs tor 1 ts cause, "the moat arduous world task tor 
91 

all ,;eneratic ns to come-" 

At times Kohler abo\Dlded 1n great 0'Dt1m1am 1n his ut,. 

terances on the mission. Moat tyaical was one ata,ted .1uat 

bet"ore the world War: 

Ve see the claims ot the J ew becoming ffer more 
T1nd1catecl and truths or Judaism atead11:, 111cre 
tr1um,:,bant. Sel1'-reS"Pect bids us assert o\ll' truth 
and "OOVer not merel:r by beaut1tul Tenroles and glolP1-
ous institutions of philanthrop~, education, 
and learning, but by that ta1 th certain or becom-
1n,it the cornerstone of' our entire mo4ern c1T1-
l1Zat1on with its religion and ethics. Here the 
Jw 1s growing to his full stature as a man, pa
triot, and Jw, "bearer or the great 1>re>l>het,~ ■ 
mesaace to a large, va1 t1I18, and liatentng world. 
The J ew will a gain be the banner-bearer ot the 
ta1th whioh as it has shaped the world's morals 
Justice, and ho~e 1n the past, shall

2
also direct 

its destinies 1n the greater tuture.9 

chai-actenst1c ot Kohler 1a his historical analysis ot 

the m1aa1on concept 1n all 1ta phases, 1'.)articularly its re

lation to Christianity. In the first stage 01' 1-ts bis• 

• 



·tonca l develoment, he traced the missionary idea t'l-om 

post-axi 1.1c times to the rise or Chr1st1an1 ty when Ju-
• 93 da1sm a whole attitude to proselyt1am changed. At the out-

set he analyzed thtl history or the term "gar" in 1 ts various 

connotations. There was a change in the meaning of the term 

f'rom "stranger'' to "proselyte". 'l'his occured at the time 

or the trans.formation of' the Israelitish state into a J ew

ish comml.Ulity. Two distinct types or proselytes may be 

noted: ( ll the t'Ull proselyte and (2l the aem1-t>roaelyte. 

The f'ormer was required to accept ch1et'l.y the ethical lava 

of' J uda1a • but not the entire Mosaic law or c1t'lcumc1a1on. 

SUch a platf'orm was based on the conception or a un1Tersal 

covenant such as that of Noah. Tb.is particUl!o, tYl)e of' tull 

proselyte was known as the Alexandrian or Hellenistic tYl)e• 

However, another tTOe of' tull proselyte was the so-called 

"ger zedek11
• He was requii-ed to accept all the laws o-r the 

?f..osa1c code equallt with the born Israelit.e 1nclu~ 

c1rcumc1s1on. He was s ubj ected to the bant1amal bath and 

was required to bring a spAc1al sacr1f'1oe as testimony to 

his belief' 1n the God of' Israel. He was adul1 tted to resi-
94 

dence 1n J erusalem as a f'ul l citizen. 

On the other hand, the semi•proselyte who lived only 

1n Pa.1Ast1n e was subj ected to the baptismal bath, but not 

to c1rcumc1a1on. He was not allowed to settle .. 1n Jerusal•• 

H1s statue was that or a tolerated alien and not a f'ull ci-
95 

tizan. He was simply a "God-worshinper" • 

In rabbinic times, the school o-r Hillel accentuated 

-
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... 
~he ethical element for proselyt ism; the s chool or Shamma1 

took a s tand in opposit i on to proselyt i sm in its rigorou.s 

l egalism. At certain periods there was a oefini t e reaction 

against mi s s ionary movements in Judea, due t o bitter 

experiences with con versions, such as those of the I dumeans 
96 

by J ohn Hyrcanus . However, by and l ar~e under nor mal 

conditions the movement for proselytes bec ame widespread. 

Nevertheless, the cessa t i on of Je~isb p r os elytis~ came 
97 

wit h the ascendancy of. the Roman Catholic Church . In 

s pite of i t s hostility t o Juda ism, t he Church ach1 P.ved 

dis s emination of S ina i t i c doctrines as nei t her Jewish nor 

Judaeo-Christ i an au thori t i es could have done . The fermenta

t ion and dissolution in the neo-Jewtsh world caused by t he 

mis s i onary ze a l or the apostles to t he hea hens, was not 

t o end till all pagan el ements were elimin~ted. The Chu.:-ch 

was enabl ed t o trai n crude heathens for a l ife of l ove and 

duty and the banishment of vice and cruelty from t·he socicil 

and domestic life. Tbis was acrie ved only by her a111an6e • 

wi t.b the worldl y r ower ·or Rome . The Church v·as enabled . 

only throuph 1 ts power, to devel op a.'1c1en t J e,·: i~h ins : 1. t u 

t ions o~ charity and redeeming l ove in t o sys t ems of 

beneficence, l eading ci vilize.t i on to i dea ls t>.'l"lich ·· 111 t ake 
98 

centuri e s t o r e alize. 

In his concept of the mission, Koh l er conce ive d of the 

Ki ngdom of God " not one of be c; ven in the worl t'l t o come, 
• 99 

but one on earth a s the ~oal and hope of manki nd ." The 

i dea of the ki ngdom was he result of the gradual development 
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of a God-consciousness. It involved the triumph o'f the 

tbaocrat1c over the monarchical. 

Kohler was inost demon strative 1n his t>lea tor J"ewisb 

unity • It wa.a on the b&s1a ot the latter that we have the 

mission ot aiding 1n the unbU1ld1ng ot God.ts kingdom ot 

peace in t he world., and hence there must be peace 1n our 
100 

ovn r anks . He perceived that God!s ma j esty uaa lll1rrored 

1n t he many views and creeds or the a.gee . However, it vaa 

a unified Israel which stood between t hem all tor the idea 

of t h e One God and thA One Humanity. So should we stand 
101 

today, united, not divided. Assuming this middle t>0B1 t1on · 

among t h e nat1ons,"Israel. the fir st-born of God's love who 

thousands of years a go pre claimed this God of humani t.y and 
l02 

Father of all, laid the foundations of this great Templ••" 

surely , t hen, Israel is "the best media.tor, the best 1ntel'

-cret er and representative, the true priest and prophet or 

t hat fa1 th, t h e religion or human1 ty. Yet not by sacr11'1c1ng 

one iota of his 1nd1vidual1ty, not by a colorless, sapless, 

and spiritless t h eism, but b y true l oyalty to our past can 
103 

we wor k for the glorious · future." 

Koh ler ut1 Uzed the Feast of Peaaoh to sp eak on the m1s

sioX;1 · in i ts historical aspects which ca.me clos er to our times• 

He r ealiz ed that our c1v111zat1on, our era of enl1gbte111Dent 

and liberty are largely "the joyful reaping of onr own aow-
104 

1ng i n tears and i n b lood." 

The Heb rew turnished the Anglo-Saxon and Aineri
can peop le wi t h the weapons for thei r battle 
or i ndependence. For he made the Bi b le again 
legib le f'or wther, W'yck~f'.f'e, anc:. Cromwell. 

.. 
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Yes, as the little strearulet is rendered 
stronger by every obstructi on 1n its nath, 
ao did God cast obstruction uuon obstruction 
in the pa th of the J ew to make him thP. 
most zealous c~1on of llbertv, of 1ustice 
of truth for man. 5 · • 

T.n regard to Kohler ' s attitude toward Palestine, he 

s~1sed that Zion has for us a sniritual meanin~. It 1s the 

symbo l of a united humani t.y , of the r ealization o'!' man

kind ' s highest ideal at the end of' time. The Jew's task 

ca..llllOt ·oe accomolished w1 th the, success of the PalAstinA 

ur1dertakin~- The Jew must ev~r1 remain an 1ntarnat1onal 

f~rca i nfluenci ng the world. E1s place is not amon~ the 
106 

Leac;ue of :-1ations but a.r.,on3 t h e, League ~ Rel1~1ons. lrob-

ler interoreted the "bast exi s tence of a theocr atic state in 

PalP.s t i n e as a. tra1n1n~ ground 1n Israel~ s world mias1on.107 

In 1 t s ~roadest scope, t he Mess,iani c kine;dom had b een i n

ternreted es th9 u shering 1n of' an era of general affluence 
108 

and peace. It was to realize those condi t1ons whi.ch would 

ena-::, le the J ewe to devote their• 11 ves to the Torah~ a s tudv 

and universal wisdom without at!1X1ety, so as to lead all man• 

kind to a :o:nowl edge of God and make them share in the ete.r-
109 

na l b liss of tue world to come., 

Kohler felt hopetul for thA American Jews b ecause or the 

ri s e of the new spirit of mutual resnonsibill t v a.mon" American 
110 

Jews • Towal"'ds the end oi" Worlcl wa.r I, Kohler conceived o~ 

Dan~el' s vision of the sucnessj.ve worid enochs which thou,:z;h 

darkened b y sorrow and su.ff'eJ<ing, as havinp; the l•~essianic 
111 

r:;oal as its end. At no time was this truth brought home so 

i mnress1vel Y as nov, e.rnidst t1roes of terror and awe, when 

.. 



America, w1 thout selt-i.nterest, was aacrit1c1ne; lite and 

treasures to leac'\. mankind to a"new era ot liberty and 
112 

righteousness." '' So we see med1evallsm w1 th 1 ta barriers 

of axclusion disam,ear under the victories of the Western 

oowers, to give way to the universal reign ot human equality 
113 

and brotherhood." 



O~L G. HIRSCH ( 1851-1923) 

Dlil G. Hirsch was a contemporary ot Kohler, and 

like him was vey eloquent and voc1teroua in voicing the 

mission concept w1 th which we are dea U~. Seeing how 

much his Gel'IIlan ta.th.er, Samuel Hirsch, was imbued v1 tb 

the Dl1saion ideal, 1 t is \.Dldel"atandable how Dail G. be

came one of' the leading 1>Nl>Otmder1 ot that · idea. con
sequently it will torm a ntting 1ntl"'Oduot1on to mail . 

G. to d1aous~ briefly 5amuel Hirsch's attitude toward 

the idea. , 

The elder Hirsch concej,ved ot Judaism as neither a 

rffelat1on, a ,D&t1onal1a, or contesa1on, but rather aa 

a history and a religion ot history. Jews are a llYin& 

witness to this l'elig1on. It 1s man~s duty and destiny 

to struggle up to abaolute treeaom. Israel being the 

author ot this idea must remain a \Dlique people unt1 l 

such time as it shall become a tm.1Tazeaal poaaeaa1on ot 

all mankindi 1.e.," a unique people, exempl1t'y1ng, teaoh-

1ng, and aeNin& a un1Teraal ideal! A peculiar p901)le 

d9d1ca ted to the service ot human1 ty ! Thia i a the who le 
114 

ph11oaophy of' Jws and Judaism •••• " Juda1a 1s to be tor 

man to teach him his dut:r• Mankind ie to Deckoll the Java 

forward to 1 ts p-eat goal. t:Jniversallsm and the nn«-
dom ot God 1n this world are the alpha and omega ot Hirsch_' a 

115 
teachin&&• 'J.'he Jfltl v111 t1nd ealTaUon only by carry1n& 

out his world-wide misaion, and not by cont1n1n,; hia lite 

task to Palestine• .&iuer1can Jude.ism in the West will •tand. 

tor coamopol1 tan bumani ty and in 1>urer no tea than the 

Church ever did, proclaim thr:, Fatherboo4 of God and the 



Brotb.erhood ot Man. 

As a means to achieve the mission, laws, -pr•ecepts, 

r1 tea, and ceremonies are intended to serve in an edu

cational and d1ac1pUnary capac1 ty. Thet ei thEtr help 

the Jew h1mselt attain to this ideal, or t hey 111:ipreas 

upon him his mission to the world at large. Her:1ce, what.

f/Ver in J udaism su'bservea these ends i a valid and must 
116 

'be retained. The Jf1tf must have aymbo l a reminding him or 
hie special task 1n the world as V1 tnesa ot Ood in the 

history ot mankind. Yet, they muat 'be a heln, 110t a 

hindrance 1n the Jews' participation in the world's 
117 

activities- For eaturple, the Altraham1t1c sign ,ot the 

covenant is an 1nd1spanaalale t ~st11"ication of t1tle JM1'a 
ll8 

loyalty to h1a historical taak . Yet, one should i>e very 

cautious in realizing that I■rael's truth was misread 

by the rabbis, the Ph&r1aees, and 'by all who made ot t.he 

ancient practices a ayst• ot petrified law. Instead, 

1 t must be regarded and held sacred a s t.he doct,r1.ne ot 

man wh1c;h ·r1nally shall become the possession o,t all hu-
119 

manity. 

In rep.rd to nationalism, Hirsch insisted Upon the 

ellm1nation or every na t1ona l1st1c element in Jluda1sm and 

the retention only or the purely r•ligioua and universal 

1n order to inaugurate tortmrith the Messianic: era or 
120 

Judaism. In his book, "Ret'orm 1m Judenthum~ ( 1844) he -virtually disclaims with Holdhe1m the obligatol ... Y charac-

ter of the ceremonia·l s7■tem even in the Pentateuch aa 

-, 
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lfar as 1 t 1■ connected w1. th the nation and state ot Ju

dea, declarins that "we baYe &J"l"1ved at the threshdid ot 

the pr ophetic era when God.'s temple is to be llluilt tor · 
121 

man all over the earth." 

Like his rather, the youngel' Hirsch conceived ot Juda1am 

as bein~ much more than a rel1p.on. It constituted an 

h1ator1ca l task or m1aa1on. To hie rather' a detini t1on, 

E:111 1 G• added the thought that this idea had been coined '9y 

Amoe 1n the phraseology of his own day: "Only you have I 
122 

known trom all the peop le ot the earth." We have see the 

e1Dpbaeis that the elde r Hirsch placed on the 1aroortance 

ot ceremonies in the :tu l.t'1 l lmen t ot the mi a st.on. . PlR1 l 

G., likewise, perceived that Israel's duty t~ bear tes

timony to the world coul d ~etter be enhanced throupi &t>

pro:pr1ate aym'bola. HoweYer, no symbol shou l d interf'ere 

with the J ew's participation in the work ot the ace 

which 1s t h e 'be-all and end-al l ot Judaism. 

As we ha.Ye seen the factor ot selection was the p nmar:y 

prerequisite 1n the miss ion concept. In th~ t hought ot 

illli l G. Hirsch, this !actor plays a very great r ole. He 

r ecognized that in the concept ot evolution it is upon 

t he law ot descent that pro~ess depends. It i s throu&h the 

method o~ s e l ection and election that the rich potenti ali

ties ot' human1 t:, bang. Hence, the idea ot' Israel~ a sel.eti.on 

tor a sp Acial trust is 'by no means old nonsense. 

As trom t'ather to son descends Ut'e and with 
i t trust and task, so doea, 1n the historic 
organizations which result trom this 
physical transm1ae1on of' lit'e, the apiri tual 

-, 
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task and truat al.on& deepening and f!l'ler more 
1nclus1ve lines, pivot on election and selec
tion. As to each individual man something 
is &1ven which is b1s to have and to bold 
and to !'ruct1ty tor others, so to t hese by 
descant primarily created associations or 
individuals which we call commtm1 ties, nations, 
and the like, are set individual tasks 8Dd. 
are given individual opportunities, which 
none other has in as M. ch an or111n and or1-
g1nati ve measure• .And lDy their tideli ty to 
~e1r special trust, t.hey w111 prof1 t all 
mankind. For this trust and it.a cievelopment 
the association i n to whose char&• it was 
1>laced, they are pr1mar1 ly responsible. 
And this responsibility does not cease as , 
lon,c as there is need tor the contribution 
in the economy or human1ty~123 

Ind1v1duals also are -proota of the operation ot 

the law ot election, some bei ng gifted with minds, others 

w1 th the in e tine t tor accumulation. The J ewe are not the 

only "chosen p eol)le," though their election was tor a 

puri,ose d1t't'erent trom what called tor the choice ot others 

1n other fields ot human possessions. It i s thus not a 

fanciful construction but a tact, individually, historical

ly, socially, and organically true, that the lav ot elec

tion and selection operate& as 'nat-ure'a' p lan in all 

things human- By this law the equal1 ty of the dwellers o-r 

this globe and their equivalence must ._e determined• Al

thou191 all men are equal, 11 equal.1ty does not i nvo lve iden

tity of task, or even identity ot opportunity. m:iuality 

resolves itse11' into tunct1onal equality, the necessity ot 
124 

each -part tor the harmony of' the who le." Airoointmenta to 

m1aa1ons are neither arbitrary nor accidental, but. occur 

under the essential need of d1v1ded 4'bor and varied con-

tributions to culture. 
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Tbe princi'Ples ot descent and election J udaism can-

not ignore. 

We are Jeve pr1.mar1 ly lty descent. We are 
Jews because our parents were J ews before ua. 
Let whosoevel" v1ll ob j ect that this view 
would make our J udaism a matter or race ! 
Let Mm sneer at physiological Juda1eml · 
This demurrer and sneer prove only one thing, 
that be cannot have &rasped the illJJ)ort ot 
the most recent investigations in anthrono logy .125 

We are men by birth. OUr color 1s decided by birth. We 
.. 

are Americans by birth. ~e same may be &'P'Plied to language. 

It should be realized, however, that: 

b i rth confers merely the elemental data. 
EVery J ew •••• must become a J ew ·also in the 
conviction that this accident or birth places 
uuon him certain re8l)()ns1b111t1es tor the 
spreading or those ideal s, influences, and 
views which to tind and to teach was the 
call, the selection, . and the election ot Ju-

1 6 daism 1n the great household or God's children. 2 

~election puts uoon us heavie r b ur dens and not higher 

nrerogatives-"A .rew must be t he best possible man, tor 

it 1s only by bis life that he can prove what he claims 

'by his \_1ps, that man 1s not depraved, that man can be 

brother to man, that the highest motive ot human lif e is 

not gold, is not position , is not success, but 1 s duty." 

Israel's s e lection doesn't i lll'Dly an attitude of exclusi

vity. In this respect Hirsch summarized the relation of 

the J ew to the nature around him: 

Nature i s exc lusive i n her method.sf 
she reserves some functions to one 
organism tha t the whole may pros
per all the better• History em
'Ploys the same method; 1 t works t he 
continuity or movement b y descent 
f'rom :rather to son. We are not more 
exclusive than nature 1s, than his
t ory a lways is . We open t he door 

127 



to whomsoever may wish to have part 
and share in our mi salon • We do not 
hold that to be moral a man must be 
a Jew; but we ao maintain that a J ew 
cannot be true to h1s J udaism 1f' ·he 
be not the moral manA i n the bl'Oadest 
sense of t he term.120 . 

Elsewhere, Hirsch says that "J ew who acts upon the 

t heory that he is chosen to be a blessing will be 

a blessing. This il lusion will attune his soul to 
129 

genuine hum111 t y •" Our c la1m t.o the ·pr1 v1 leged 

nosition of the world' s priest-p eop le is well sub

stantiated. "It i s easy to show that 1n Israel the 

issues of human1 t y were t'1rst recognized and first 

solved; and tha t. 1 ts solutions have v1ctor1ousl.v 
130 

etood the fi ery teat of actual lit'e." We canaot resta;n 

ou~ -~1ss1on because victory ot true humanity is not yet 

won . 

In the eyes of the"ante-di luv1an t'oss1 ls" o-r liberalism 

that once h eld sway 1n American synagogues, the word "mis

sion" associated by t h em w1 t h Christian missionary a.ct1v1 ty, 

is an "anach ronism repudia.ted by the onward sweeo of progres-
131 

2ive thought and religious cosmopo 11 t8l1i sm- 11 SUch a view 

was nossib l e under a false conception ot equality of men, 

a s a result of which the o~1n1on struck root t hat various 

forms cf organized spiritual, meatal, and moral lire are 

not dis tinct in value fl'Om one another. The Q1ae1on does 

not 1moly distinctiveness from others in dress, custom, 

die,<t, hab1 t, or language. It does not involve ghetto eegre

~at1on and isolati on. It merely 1mnl1es that "we must so 

live that indeed through u s God's name may be sanctified 
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and the :t"amilies o~ the earth be b lessed throu5h our 
i nfluence for the good, nob le, and true. 11 

The f'actor ot leadership within the mission con-

cent rece;v.ed emphasis by Hirschi 

OUr mission 1s to be the leaders 
among the paths which -they walk 
who know that out' one God ts the 
God o f the rich and of t he ooor, the 
God of the white and ot t he black, 
the God ot the J ew and the God ot 
the non- J ew. ~ b e the leadere 
along this path is our duty now 
if ever, tor, when was there a 
time, when opportunity tor th1a 
duty _was more insistent, when was 
society clet"t more pa1m'ully into 
classes and masses than today? Moral 
distress stalks about 1n every camp. 
Men rely upon bayonets, not upon 
ballots; U'DOn bullets and Ul)On the 
policeman's baton, and not upon the 
power of reasoning. Selfishness is 
ramoant £D2all sides, brotherhood 
on none ... J 

rhis uttel"ance . 1s one of the clearest 8Xl>reaaiona o~ 

Hirsch~ s • co~ceDt of l!&derah11> 1n broadest tel"IDB• As 

a. natural corollary to this, 1ta social 11J!pl1cationa 

were interpreted 1n a very broad ac6pe: 

The Jew has always been 1n hie phi lo
aoph.v a socialist. our pro-phets 
were the first socialists . · 'l'hav 
nrea.ched t he dactrine that the in
dividual 1s on ly tor society; that 
what we are or have belon&s to all, 
thou,ch we are the stewards ot all 
our talents, t ime, and means, a.nd minds• 
This plea tor Justice was the sum. ot 
their belief' 1n one God; this made 
them the prophets or God's own chosen 
neople ... .. M1~ht in every city a , Jewi.Rh 
pattern society be found on the bl'Oadest. 
basis , of' the nevest design, built on 
the -o1llars o~ the old Jewish love 
ot man tot- man. Then we should con
tribute more, than by our templAs and 

I 
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by our 'DX-a:ve~oka, by our 1'estal dava, 
and by oui- da.vs ot l'est, to the 
has tan1n,; ot the t 1me when on the 
heights the Song ot Peace will ao1md 
i ta sweet melodies and in the valleys 
its noble re1'raina will echo, or · :.. 
millions treed at last trom tear ot 
death, ot millions bl'Ought at last 
into the light or God! a love. ( !be 
J eviah people m.,- be called a sal
vation army) not · a salvation arm:, 
with timbrel and dl-um, with blal"1n& 
l»~le, and 'blatant blaaphSll.V, but 
a salvation &l9lllY w1 th the Bread ot 
Lt.ta, w1 th love or 111an tor man ••• • 133 

Utterances such as these rei'lecting such eixtr8111e 

universalism remind us ot the broad 1nterore

tat1on ot t h e mission concept as advocated by 

the elder Hirsch. 

Like hie :t'ather, too, who conceived or Juda1sm 

1n terms ot the history ot a rel1&1on, mu l G. i,ar

ceived that since Jesus, Jews have been 1>ertorm1ng the 

tunotion ot m1sa1onar1es • By so doing they have illus

trated by their auttering the 1mol1oat1ona or Chr1at1an 
1:,4 

"absolute ethics.• ·1paul, by setting aside the law, gave 

J udai sm the O'DP0rt\m1 t:, to assert its universal mission. 

"He made ot all· human1 ty one f'ratern1 tv. • •• but we of the 
135 

Retomed Synagogu,:lt have done the same thing." Thar.tore, we 

should not disband to court att111at1on w1 th others 1tb.o at. 

thei r best have what we have, because they lack the h1a

t or1cal foundation which 1a, by a universal law, the tirat 
136 

~oot ot power. Let thAm rather .loin us. -

To -prove that the J tN has a 1111as1on on e ma.v quote :f'rom 

the Bibl e and TalmUd. However, the most valid -proof' will 

b e the 11v1n« and act1~ or the mis sion. If we think we are 
137 

a chosen -peop le, we shou ld lh~ow it bv o\ll' conduct. The t\mda,-

, 
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msntal d0'911& and 'Pr<>clamation of H1rsoh!s religion 18 
it is to rem1nd ua more ot man than ot God. It is : 

the re l1g1on ot human1 ty, humanity, not 
of 1nd1.v1duala alone but or nations and 
ot groups together, a human1 ty which makes 
tor a better l1t'e, a nobler 11.te, a 11.te 
that .is st.roncer in i ta ~to&etherneaa~ 
w1 th others, a lite that 11 vea not tor 
the moment, but lives alao tor tomorrow 
and tomorrow will see the realization o.t 
the v1 aion ot a kingdom or God on earth, 
a kingdom ot human1 ty and Justice wherwer 
men dwellJ.38 

that I 

The 1nd1v1dual is not an and unto h1msel!' but merely a means 

toward 1>erfACtin& the social lite~ 

One man is no man: me becoae man 
only by working vi th and tor other 
men, in .tact, we are all the bene
t1c1ar1es ot the woi-k ot other man 
who 11ve

1
~y OW' side or lived be1"oi-e 

we came- ;;9 

The dream or a \m.1 ted human1 ty 1■ the boi>e that maintained the 

Jew under all his trials and tr1um1>ha to be true to b1111sel!' 
l.40 

and the God of all humanity. Religion accord1na to .ru~• 

is the arpresa1on and also the 111eana o.t the"maas-man conaoioua

neaa", the 1nt.erd9Pelldence ot man and man, the teel.1.n& ot "to

;ethemess", that "one man 1s no man", that one is pai-t ot a 

lar11ter organism, society. In other words, re~n stand.a tor 

love and is the attempt to make that love ef:t'ective 1n man•• 
l41 

dea line vi th man~ Throul',b Higher Cr1 t1c1am Israel~ s task 1n 

the etr1v1nga ot ht111an1ty has received new credentials and 

Judaism, distinct trom Semitism, has been revealed as the 
142 

11 lip;ht tor the nations . " 1 "central to all Judaism 1a that 

tboucht that man and God are at one, and that it is Israel's 
143 

+,ask to bring to tlower in lite this un1 t y ot man and God." 



The Jew assumes tor h1msel1' the historical poet ot 

a sentinel and soldier or righteouan88a and Just1ce. It 

is his task to bring about the "sanct1t1cat1on of the holy 

name." Thia 1s all that 1s involved in the ot't m1a1mderatood. 

~hrase, the "m1as1on ot Israel.• 1he whole oonceot may•• 

a base 1 lluaion, li>ut Hirsch thinks there is sound pb.1.loao• 

-pby 1n reasoning which lays upon descendants the duty to 

carry into att'ect the ancestors' ·teach1nu. be1.n& the beat 

enuno1at1ona ot the 1mpl1cat1ona or "d11Pli ty and wortbineaa 

of human Ute and labor, ot human1 ty aa distinct t'rom an 

aggrepteot' brutes w1 th a laah1n~ appet1 tea and peoa111 pa■-
144 

s1ons." Elsewhere, Hirsch apeaka ot co-operation and not . 
consolidation as the "correct principle ot bcen.cmt act.ion. 

Judaism, true to 1 ts historical destiny, would \,e one ot the 

many to co-operate 1n the wol'k ot uplitt1n,; the race and. 

bringing 1 t nearer to the goal envisioned in the dl'eams ot 

the old prophets, the age and condi t1on ot justice tl"ium-
145 

"Chant.,,_ 

Our m1sa1on, then, 1a 

to bl"in« to the vorl:a th1A truth, which 
1a \DlShakable, that man as man 1s more 
than &'De, tbat bis lit'• baa lava which 
the &'De has not, that he must cui-11 h1a 
paaa1ona and follow impulaea .mald.ng not 
tor selfish success but tor the well-being 
ot all the h\llll&n tu1ly; and it you haTe146 this truth, then God ~a also a certainty. 

Hirsch looked torva."Cl to a time when t he ho"Pe tor univer

sal peace would no longer be thought of' ae 1llua1Te. 

"Ultimately the truth will come to its crown; .1uet1ce Yill 

be enahr1.ned and scept ered everywhere, and peace w1 ll 
147 

unite, in a great day ot atonement, all mm." Hirsch 1n-
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~1sted upon the introduction ot SUn dav serv1 oea in the name 

ot the priest1Y mission or Israel. He f elt that "our et-

forts cannot confi ne themselves ~day to our own circle; 

the world, thirsty w1 th thA thirst ot knowled,a;e, c l.Aima our 

services . OUr sal-at1 1 148 ·• on s to become also 1ta salvation." 

There 1s still today the need ot this mission and the 

missionary &pPointed by Ida own ld.ator.,.. lbel!.t is st111 muoh 

1mmora 11ty and lack or true reli~ouanee•. the biatoi-1.cal 

,;uardian ot Israel! s principles must not aban40n bis 1:>ost. 
149 

and not go to sleep 1n a t'alae sense ot' security. 

Hirsch, more than all the other mill we have discussed 

RO tar, la.id particular ean:,hasis on the Jews ae the peo-ole ot 

the book. 

One book - or rather a small collection ot 
11 terary re11Z1ants, 'snatched from the tire!, 
Judaism has laid, a gitt ot 1 ts 0101, 1 ta 1'est, 
on the birthday table ot true manhood •••• In 
l1 terary beauties, J\tdaimn~ s book cel'"ta1nly 
is not det'1c1ent. It need not scruple to 
ask receot1on 1n the conipany ot the noblest 
collections ot song and prayer, ot table or 
ator:v, ot proverb or 1-.vric• Its psalms have 
become the bymna ot praise or pci tEf'.lce tor 
a whole world •••• 'l'bat book was and is the 
message to man ot his inborn divinity; it is 
the aM>eal to righteousness; 1 t is the pro• 
phet ot social just1ce •••• or earth it wou~ 
make a para.d1ae, a kingdom o-r God, a tit habi
tation tor man, the image ot God.•• . J uda1 sm' s 
own record, its own 'Pilp;.rimage t h rough the 
ages, 1 ts own triW!q)bant mart y rdom are the 
str6n.&3~t attestations that these visions are 
tl"Ue• 150 

E)Dil o. clearly recognized that the Kingdom ot God was 

the dominant note i n the message of Rabbinical Judaism. He 

who shoulders th1A burden is sti-ong and contented, ti:eed ot 
151 

all other burdens • I t is certain that God's Kingdom will 



come, though the individual comes and goes. 'Die for-

mer wil l never come about ot itael:r, but only through 
152 

man~ s co-operation• :EV"eryone has to build 1 t . Mor e-

over, s i ncA t h e Kingdom is of this world, the attaira 

of th A latter are not 1mma tert a 1 t'rom 1 ts 'D01nt o~ 

v1 ew, and th~retore9 "1 t must touah 1.U'e at ever., 
153 

point 01' 1 t does not touoh 1 t at any oo1nt. sf In the 

:fulfillment of this task, it 1s essentially the man 

of sutf'er1ng who "wears the messianic robe. Be 1who 

hath notrhere to lay bis head' is the tY"Oical human, and 

as such brings redemnt1on where wealth and palace ed 

uomn and purole have forged heavy chains. Israel bad 

nowhere to lay his head; therefore hi s is the messianic 

m1ss1on with his princip l~a: of social justice and human 
154 

solidar-1.ty, ' bis God at one with man• to redeem man.'' 

Like his rather, Emil G. took a. neiu.t1ve att1 tude 

toward Pa lestine. Be b e lieved that we should not ac

centuate nationalistic amb1 tiona and aohievemanta w1 th 

which Maccabean memories are voe-al. Judas established 

the poll tioal 1ndeoendence of' th~ J ews, but centuries later 

his own f'ami ly con tributed more than any other to the down

fall of thA J ew"ish national eXistence by 1nv1 ting Rome 

to e,-,eet> a.cross their frontier. Similarly , toda..v, he t'elt. 

th8t: "our nat.ional1sts are a danger to us a s they werA a 
155 danp;er then to Israel." li\lrthei-mor&. he was armrehen-

s1 ve of re-establla~R the Jewisµ monar~b.v because of" the 

danger of the kini;i;' s meddling 1n the tl-eedom ot the human 

cnnscience. 
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Through the ages many a pro~het1c vo1ce had 

''sounded the doctxe1ne that the very dest.ruction ot 

the state an" tem"Ole was evidence of the truth. 

which the:v,
15

-tJ1e messengers or Israel's God, announced 1n 

His name." In tact, even long betore the state had tallen, 

J ews tried 1n certain sections of the world to sink their 

nationality into the national Ute sUl"roundinp: them in the 

nations whel'e they lived. Jews were not to blame that 

they did not do likewise in medieval days, since medieval 

society barred out non-<furistians. 

~ain nationalism is denying that the J ew can be a 

national of his land of residence. What 1 rt view or this 1s 

the Jew' a dutv? It is all the more our sacred obl1pt1on 
15'7 

to reject thiR specious theory. me onl:v excuse tor Zionism 

is a a.es~erate disillusionment, a des~a1r ot ideals. It is 

the acknowledgement that all our visions of a humanity based 

on elements other then f'orce are commercial. In America there 

1s no call tor Zionism exceot that thP- latter would hel~ 

the Russian J ews ~hilanthropically . 1~11t1cal Zionism is 

absolutely 1nsuffer~ble in Ainertca• 11 For we alreadY have a 

nation and should not wish to be second e ls.as ci t.1ze11s ot 

that nation. "Confronted by the pre;}udice invoked by racial 

nationalism, 1 t 1s the .Jew~ a highest duty to emr,~g1ze that 

aa a JPM he has no d1Rt1nct J ewish nationality." 

Here 1n America, there has never been any question or 

• 



Jthe Jew's c1 t1zenah1n. JudaiBUl st1•1kea the note that sets 

vibrating the heart of' America attuned to energetic realiam, 

,1m1l.U'.l7 tender to the suft'erer f'rom o-opresa1on, and bope-
160 

f'Ul or the future davn of' universal peace • We Retor-m J ewa 

f'eel that 

if' &n.TWhere on God,' a 1'ootstoo l our Met1111an1c 
vision :w111 be made valid, 1 t 1a in t.lita 
land where a nw humanity seems destined to 
ar1 ae • • • • Two hundred and f'11'ty yes:ra has 
the J ew aoJourhed 1n .this country. He 1a 
not an alien here. His views of' liberty 
and the law of' man~s 1nal1enablA l'1"1lta 
'21" duties hallowed by the aubl1m1t1ea 
01' his rAUgion , are 1n creative coneol'
danoe w1 th the cast"-tcti•e nrincit> 1ft.i_ 
p1llar1n~ American civilisation •••• 
Cl1n&1Jag to h1a Judaism, the J f!M w111 be 
a more avm:malle,a morf"6~yal, a more 
en tbua1aa t1 o Amer1 can. · 

A c(Hbmanta.1'7 on the 1>:t-esent conti t1ion ot·: th• . . 

worl4··-aervea,- it would seem, as a n tt1~ conclusion 

to our whole d1scuas1on 01' the misaion-conceot. In th1,1 

light 01' the described state 01' affairs the i11100t,tance 

of' the Jew's task can be better evaluated• 'lbe trouble 

todav, H1rsch ea.vs is that manv 

ba~e madA sel1'-1ndulgence the nole 
star of' their lite. ~lat, drink, 
and be marn' 1s the sum of' thAir 
phi loa01>h.v. We have been running 
a race tor tha means to make merry• 

' (Humanity has become) a horde ot 
wo lvea, each one trying to outstrip 
the other, and all fighting ~or the 
scanty booty •••• And so today society 
1s trembling at the brink ot a vol -
cano. The nations know no b1gh~6 phi losopby than booty and power. 3 

The amelioration of such a condition demands that t he Jew t ake 

~is missi on i n ful l s eriousness . 
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D• DAVI l"i U · JLH.,ON ( 1R6~- H,49) 

tex t to Hirs ~h in o~der of b i rth i s ~avid Fhi l i ~~on, the 

noted ~istori an o~ t he ~e ~orm Jew_1sh movement . T roere.f,.,r e , we 

sh£11 take him up a t thi s point. Though he i s not as val uabl e 

for our uses as Kobl e::· or P.i r sch nor even I . ~ . 1/i se , none 

the l e s s he d l o ha ve son:e thi n zs t o s ~y of i nterest to us . 

H:ilipson els t1ngu1shed be twe en the uni ve"sal precep ts of 

reli ·i on snc n:orsli ' y and t he en iict rren t s a r !.slni:: ~rom t he 
164 

c~rcu::i" ::.sn c e s 6.nd co:rol t 1ons or i~cec19l times and p l aces. 

Any congre~atlon profes s i n~ tte rundamentals of J udai sm, 

namel y monothei s rr, the mls - ion of I s r ael, ~rf r ~1•~ 1TI the 

coming of the .Mes sanic Arze 1s ps.,rt of' th 0 ur i versa l ~onpr ef!s -
165 

t i nn of Israel . In his conc 0 pt of the hes Ki ch , he be lieved 

b 9 :. e s s iani c Age. he en r.ompas ,sed tr-e i nea of the !.,t= s "'" ianic 

l eaoer sbi ~ c ~ ell Israel and no t o ~ one 1~civir u2l. Thus, be 

follo ~. ect in the wake o f t.he second I sai ah . .-'!.cc ordln ts t o 

Fhilipson the ~e ss l an ic question ind i c&tes the pivo t on which 

tr,e .,eforrr. t ,ov r- men t r evc lves : Jucia1sm ls univers <1 l or n at i ona l 

re l1; 1on but not both. In reference to t~e Sal o~on- r r ankel 

con trovers y he s aid: " • • • tre -i ssue ,;as be corrio~ "ell defi ned : 

' "either a corr.man country or a cOlTl..1T'On j r;E- a. ,. 1 : e l :-her Juda ism 

~a t t~e power anf iotEnc) cf a ~cr l f r r l lui on, an~ c ou l d 

s atisf;r tte sp~rituGl a s pi:-£ ~1or..s o "' m~in i nn , o l t- ·•·a.s fitted 

~o be or.ly tee r £1 ~ - i ous e xper i ~ncP o r a s l n~le race ~ t he out

look of • he rerormers o ~ c •~p orl~, •hct _, ~t~1r nr: on en t s 

•>l66 
a ~orner of ~es ern ~s!a . 

In 1 - 1 3 he ev~n cel Jed u~on t bP G. C. A. R. to us ~ist t owards 
167 

t.~e f ulf illme nt of the hope o" 1:re il-es s 1anic Aize . 

, 
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.. 1-h such a unive rsal! s - 1c outl c-~, tr e r ole o~ F&lest i ne 

was definitely limited . J ews were es -enti el}y s r e l !~i ous 

connruni t y end not a ne.~ion . 1're J j f e 1 n : <3. lest- ine red rrerely 

been a prepar a: ton for the universal rr.!s s 1on. .:.. t tr.e '!'en; J:. le' s 

rall the ~at l cn&l ex1s tenc- tad been ex c~ an~ed ~-- ~e ~orld 

ta~k . Howeve r, :be 1~t t er hadbeen ~ostµonec ' or l PCC years 
168 

:ecause cf ?~ettoi s~ . I ~ ~e f orm Ju6a1sm ~eacres a~yth1ng 

as ~=cts c f t raf ~- 1o~al Ju~alsm snd t~e cecl a r ~~1on :~ ; udals~ 
. 169 

as s missionary ::-eli rdon. £ven ~e~orrc's ~1one 1"r, ',. se, it 

as ;;:; ll as ;:cc .lil':cil e ;-,uss l an Je··. i s h ~tt!t,ice , to:-th and na il, 

erection ~e h a d la~crec all his 1· ~e . 

Y7 1J 

r~1· : 1cus &~~ · nl ~~~~ - 1 c]A P,nt : ~nc i t : 
!:7 1 

o,. :. r ·;;; l: -, £ 1 - ~ - o : '!, ~ ? !? • e !" 1 s- r • ~ ! s , 
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t b•t i ~ is ~trange that t ~ e re a r e s cme ~Prormers tof~y w~o 

f} P. tly cont rad ct · oldh e im ' s thesis g~~ a~t Pmpt to r econ c ile 

Re: oriT Jude.ism ' s p osi • i on :·1 t b t hP Z!oni st r- o :? pion . J "' "orrr. 

~•ucalsm and nat ional is,r. a r e "incol't'; at 1 ble and 1rrec.-oncil abl e 11. 

One is spiri:_ua1 , the o t l':.er pol1 t 1c e l : one unive r s a li s tic; 

the o the r par t.1 cu l ar1.at1c ; one l oo}(-~ o the :"ur ure ; t.he other 

to the r a~ t; the outl ook of on e is 'hP w: rl ~ ; t ba ~ of t he 

o- ..-.er a corner o f ·:e~tern As ia. Ac nor d i ng t o Zan gw111 , s ays 

our wri ter , the r e are cut t·,:o poss.i 'cl P s o l ut ions o f the Je,~i s h 

''el ther H common countr y or a cornrror i c es" . Zi onism, 

S 9 . s Philifson repres~nts t t e "common count ry" as a solu ~l on • 

. teforrr. J,Jda 1 s m r . i:, r e s :;nts tre "corrur.on !. " >?a" . Any a t-etrpt to 

reconcile the t ·10 ls '' s heer ca s ui s t ry" . ''Z l oni cm means a 
17 2 

surren der of the i rie n)s for w~ i ~h JePorm Jufa l ~~ ~tends . " 

In spM/i ni.: o f L1.11 "nthal, Fh 111p,:;on s-; i f that Pales·t ine 1s 

co~s l ~ red pre c i ous as a m~wo- y . Howev0 r, 1t w, s n o lon~er 

the Jew ' s home l sn~ . He cl~i me~ •ha t l f ,..e haf liver. t o see 

teaching . ~& the r, the dispcr•i on ~a~ t o be vi~we~ ns or d e red 
'13·3 

by 1 rovid~n c e . 

To t he f.iiaspor i c Jew I he Un it.ad ~tates repres r nted t he 

hoi:,e n" ' h e :;o1'1C ar f. i n ci r ental ly the h o~t of J uda i sm and its 
174 

:':.Jture . 

fh e r ~l at i on o~ Pales~ i ne a-d the Unitec State s was 

S':.L.~.med up in Pr l lipson ' s s ~~ tew0 nt : "To my JTind pr l1'"1 ci> l 

l i oni sm ar. r t r ue A,:e ~i c n1sm h av r l w•· ys s ~eme ri m•1tus l l y 

exclusive . No ma n c an be 11 membe r e r - · .. o n <i' 1nnglit i Es , a 
175 

J ,. 1 l \..er e i s noml r • le.1:a;-1. 11 
ew anv an Amer c an . L 

l 
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I n &n address delivered i r. Cincinnati, he said: 

I have the fi rm conviction that just as 1n 
the p~phet• fla1on Israel of old was chosen -
and callea-r"orserv1ce, so 1n this latest 
age of thA wot-ld' s !"J. sto.r-y this nation has 
bas b een called for service, this nation has 
been chosen. ! heal" the words of thelcrd 
speaking to America th:rough the prupst even 
a.a He spake to ancient Israel: !I the lord 
have called thee in righteousness and have 
taken hold or thy hand and kept thee and 
sat thee for a covenant ot the peoples , for 
a. 11:;ht of t he n ation s; to onen the b lind 
eyes, to b rine; out the prisoners f rom the 
d.Ungeon, and those that

6 
s1 t in da.l"lmess out 

of the prison house.•I7 · 

This statement was one of the c learest uttel"anC9S 

of Phi U pson which exoressed his hope i ll the :fl,tura 

destiny of America and the important role which 1 t 

was to l> la,y . 
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11 • . 8AMUXL SCHUIMAN ( 1864- ) 

samuel Schulllan who was bom j ust two ;rears attier 

Pb1 lip son has been another great champion ot the Retc>rm 

mission idea in 1 ta moat lm1versal1st1c fol'Dl• Kohlell.' , 

spea.ld.mg 1n 1924 at Temple Beth-El 1n Nev York where 

Schulman was then serving as rabbi, ea1d ot h1111 that he was 

casting n ew lustre Upon Beth-El by sencUng torth tromm week to 

week aoul•stiri-1.ng messa«ea to enlighten the Jn and non-

J ew as to Iarae11 a m1sa1on. 

He con ceived ot Israel as being 1)r1mar1 ly and eosent1al,. 

lv called U'POD to witness to and to proclaim God!a unity. 

Jews b y the1r lives are to give to the world an example ot 

their loTe f'or Him and His ways. This idea is contaJ.ned. 

1n the f!!tJ!Dlll, the t'inal mint age ot the matured thougl:Lt ot 
177 

Israe l! s mind. Ia~ae l was chosen to teach the neceae11 ty 

of the law in individual and co1Qllluns.l liTea. Israel and 
178 

1 ts law are bound tot;ethel" as a wick and 011. Throue'1l ob-

servance ot the commandments Israel virtually becomes, a 

peop l e which makes 1 tselt one w1 th God- It ceases tel• be 

an ordinary people and reaches out toward a vision o:t· the 

union of hU111anity. Not blood, 'but ideas unite and d1.a

t1ngu1sh me. Israel, scattered all over the globe, 1a 

the living examp le of' the duty ot modern commomrealtb.a to 

recognize this truth• Part of our mission is to be a, goad 

to humani tar1an1s111, f!Vell if' we become victim 1n p lacE1a 

where brutal nationalism is dominant and humani tar1aziL1.sm 
179 

1s trodden under toot. 

l.htoi-tunate indeed 1s the case where modern man 1minka 

he can t'ind a. substitute for God in humanity 1tselt'• Such 



a ooneept oan only be temp0rary. It camiot teed hUI11anity~ 8 1 

starving heart. Man progresses in his culture by going be

yond himsel:t'; 1 t is impossible tor bl■ to 1U't h.imael.1" by 

bis own bootstraps. Only the voice ot God wit.hill him baa 

ovel"'lfhelllling val1d1ty, it it 1a recogo.1.zed as the voice or 

God• Modem man it he is to become rei1.g1ous aga1n. mipt lae 

won by the thought that the ethical lit'e 1s autt1o1ent tor 

salvation; that 1t brings bl1aa to us here on ee.Moh and bu 

its ovn etemal Talue. Another tbing that might 1n the end 

win the modem mind 1s Juda1sm~s lack ot emphaa1a on celea

tial regions. We need something, on the one hand, ot Bel:Jrw 

1lllmediacy ao that th• 'Purified heart hears God~ s presi:mce 

right here and does not. need any postt>on•ent to aupel"

natural worlds, and on the othAr band, that ~ to trana

torm. this world by social "justice Jwa:Uef and make 1t a 

heaven on eartb. Daily dUt7, civic virtue, sanctity or 
the process ot lite 1 tselt', must come to be aeen r1ts the 

vherm tba l to serve God· 1'he education ot the Yest.em 

world shows a det1c1ency 1n so tar as the Decalogue and the 

Golden Rule baTe not yet entered into the lif'e 'blood of' 
180 

t he maasea. 

Israel has much to teacb the world, but it muat··fir■t 

tea-ch i t s el:r. tt we have a mission, we also have a method 

ot our own, and oui- metbOd baa been that or example. As 

the law 1 8 the essence of Judaism, we cannot and Israel 

nsver 414. make aalvaUon for a hman be1~ dependent 

on Joining tbe oomm\m1 ty or Israel. our method has bee 



I ot her s 
to dra,;''by Virtue ot aanctU'y1ng our own liYes. !here

fore the time tor ret'ol"Dling J udaism is over ror the pre-

sent. Our tnaJor work is to ret'o.rm the Jf!N and to make 

Israel of the tleah into Israel ot the ■p1r1 t. Ve who 

ha-re emphasized the 111iaaion idea must aak, whether 1n our 

Justified &1'J)roacb to the world, swung by the iDq,etu■ ot 

our movement, we have not been oarr1ed too t~ trom Jewish 

1nd1Yidual1ty. \fe must rediscover and amply to our liTea 

the tr"J1tt'ul power ot the cer•OD1.al la,r as a d1ac1pl1ne 
181 

and a puri:tyin,f 1ntluence 1n oUl' l1Tes. Israel must beari 

an 6t<l11cal int'luence on the lite ot a.n:, nation ot which it 

1s part. Yet it is a great tallacy to attempt to commit 

Israel to any particular "1am", tor Israel is aboTe all 

temporal "isms". Israel knows that salvation is not tound 

in any 'POlitical or social program, but rather 1n the mo

ralization ot 1nd1T1dual lae1nga and throuch them 1n the 
'182 

transtormat1on of society. 

Schulman took cognizance ot the tact that nat1onal1ata 

and secularists bave ridiculed the idea ot a •m1asion", 11&7• 

1ng what have ve to tea.oh the world aince lllODOtheiam baa 

'been aoce,:>ted• 'l'he an.aver 1a that we can still &i,Te some

thing worthvh1 le to modern men and vomc. m&n1 or whom seem. 

to haTe lost their God• Lt tt le Israel bas thus tar done 

very much in ancient and modern times tor the world~a api• 

ritual education. The moden world is hungerin& tor Qod, 

but many think that the t'ood ottered is po1aonoua to t.be1r 

scient1t'1c mentall ty. Perhaps, Israel~& uncomprom1s1ng 

concept ot a ap1i-1 tual, \Dlim&6ed God may 1n the end be 
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discovered by modern 111.an, 1t be env1sagea 1 t w1 thout pre

j udice as the God he 1a hmiger1ng tor, the 1dea ot whom 

w1 l l sat1s1'y his intellect and moral nature. such a 

concept ot God, whose COI11Plete triumoh in h\lllan lite is yet 

to be, for which humanity must ever- look torward, not 

backward, believing that the 1deal can only be realized 

t hrough mankind! s progress in the tar ott "eud of daya" 
183 

such a concept ot God might ani,ea l to modern man. 
--

Some people who deoy the validity of the mission today 

ax-e wron~, fiL"st, because they overestimate the in1'luenoe 

of liberalis m 1n the world• and secondl.J, because they m1a-

1nterpret the co llapae ot Christian dogma. 1.'be modem. world 

is shedding these dogmas. But it 1s a question whether it 

i s not alao seek1ns to break w1 th the whole religious tra-

di t1on that arose at Sinai• Religion 1 tselt, w1 th 1 ta 

essentials, is fighting tor existence• It 1s theretore our 

mission today to work tor a religious revival. Not only 

has monotheism not conquered, but the J ewi.sb idea ot a law 
J.84 

1n the heart. ot men bas not been victonous e1 ther. In oJlder 

to adequately perform 1 ts mission, the Retome.rs must SD 

back to a degree to the prieatly f\mction ot conserving tra

dition, and to ~yst1cism, which i n its first tluah ot exia• 

te:nce it rejected in favor ot the intellectual and ethical 
185 

elements exclua1Yely. 

'l'be importance tbat Schulman attributed to • the relative 

statue ot the mission concept was cono1selY stated in the f'ol--

loHng utterance: 

For anyone to den.-, that the J ewa were con
scious of ha.v1ng a mission on behalf of huma
nity. is t o derl7 that there is such a thing 



as a soul of Israel •••• In short, to dcmy-
the m1as1on or Israel, is to deny the c laima 
and idea.ls or the Jew.186 

As regards the relation of the Messiah to 11ihe total 

picture or the mission, Israel is still waiting tor the 

Messianic reign . It bas neYer acknowledged any Messiah, 

rejecting anyone who claims to be the realization or 
the "DeC>P le 

I 
a ho1>e • 'l'h1 s 1 t bas d.One beca~se this essence 

or this hope 1s contained 1n the hope 1 tsel1'. JUl f\11,. 

ti llments would slay the ideal. Modern .Judaism has coi-

rectly 1nte~reted the Messianic hope 1n terms ,,r a bol,e 

f or the union or human1 ty. It baa made of it t llle pl'1.n• 
187 

cip l e of the pert'ect1b1l1ty or h\D!lanity. 

Schulman recognized that today~s cleavage in Israel 

is no longer between Orthodoxy and Retorm, but 'betveen the 

pe.rty or secular nat1ona l1a11 and relig1on . Por the tol'IQer 

Israel is a eel1'-su:tf'1c1ent nation. For the latter Iarael 
188 

ie a religious commun1 ty and is not sel1'-auttic1ent. Na-

tionaU ty is sometimes det'ined aa a group ot people who have 

a common relip.on, a history, trad.1 t1ona, commo,n customs, etc. 

-Yet, the:, may ba'te no state of their own. ~er'Y nationality, 

however, 1s considered ~ ~ a nation. But it 1s beg-

ging the question to call Israel a natlona lit;y. Ia-

rael!s particular chal"&cter1st1c 1s to reject 0,rd.1.na r;y nation

a U ty and to be what 1 t 1s, a religious communt ty • What 

it wants is f~eedom to be such 1n every part o1:' the world. 

t " l '' d True, 1n the Bible I11rael is referred o as P•JOP e an 
II 
nation", but these did not possess 1n Semi tic ~Ulought the 

connotation which the current trans lat1on impowts into them• 



tn the Semi t1c world there were no nations 1n tl::.e modern 

sense. '.there were commim1 ties, not grouped according to 

the physical on.gin or blood, but around their god. A 

s tranger cou l d come f'liom one country to another. ff he 

adopted the o>d ot the new community, he became a mcber 

of 1t. Theret'ore, it' we are to translate correctly what 

was intended 1n !:ltodus by "a lc1n1cJom or priests and a holy 

group", it would mean that Israel still tod&.Y 1s a con■ecra

ted. people, and furthermore ia now only a religious groUp 

and noth1D& else. Religion is the only bond uni tin& J ava 
189 

scattered all OYer the globe. 

Israel could aumve the loss or land and nationality, 

so that it nov ca rries the Bible, it.a only "cmter" with 1t, 

a l l over the world. fllis is due to its un1versal.1am vb.1ch 

w?1 tea large the .fact that rel1g1on 1n its essence r1 ... 
race and nat1onall.ty, because it 1■ 1nd1rtdual1at1c. How-

ever, t oday , any hope tor the reatorati on ot Jewish na

t ionalism would looic torvard to the anthrom.ng of Israel 

1n !)lace of' God 1n the J ewish consciousness. J ewish nation

a Usm 1a a distinct break with the whole of J ewish history. 

It wants to intimate that Israel, being like all other naoplee, 

hae a ciT1 l.1zat1on or culture only one ot' whose values ia 

religion. 'fllis is not ~ustitied ·oy J ewish history and 1a 

an ins1clious attack on Israel' e Talue-3 in the pi:-esent. 

~l.oreoTer, such a concept here 1n A:Derica is shallow and au

nert'1.cial, a mere ~lay o~ words without &nJ reality behind 

1 t . The J fJV here 1s steeped ~ to the neck in American ci• 

I 
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vil1zat1on. 

The strength ot the nationalist party consists 1D the 

fact that it has em'Dhasized Israel's importance 'bf calling 

it a nation, and thus strengthening the backbone of J..,_ 

ish conec1ousneas • But 1 ta vealmeas 1s that 1 t bas aea1• 

m1lated the J ewish soul by mat1n& Israel a "FY" like otbel' 

"goy1m." Yet, this 1e a time tor union and not bitter con

troversy among J9WS . Palestine wil l lead to a nw aynthe

eis. Retol'lll J udaism baa the g1"8Zldest Ol)J)Ortuni ty in 1 ta 

history, that ot martyrdom. r..t it send represa:itat1vea 

to Palestine to bring the message ot progreseiYe Jua.1am 

to :t'ull tru.1 tion. 'l'h1e 1s what Palestine needs today, with 

1 ts 1mmovab le Orthodoxy on the one band, and 1 ta bare sec• 

ular1em on the other. Let us t'eel that Palestine 1e a 

field for us, as well as tor our nat1onall!t. brethrfll. Bot 

to stand aloo:t is our aim, 'Dut recognizing Palestine.• s val,. 

ue tor hundreds of thousands of our brethren, let us keep 

increasing 1 ta settlement, and at the same time. bravely 

uphold the truth that Iara.el 1s not a "goy" like other 

"goyim", but was, ia, and it it is to liYe at all, will al• 
191 

ways be, a w1 tneas to God• 

America is the greatest opl)Ortunity ottered to Israel 

1n the t'ult'illment or 1ts mission. Jevs share 1n the Amel'i

can c1rtlizat1on. It we live our religion, we v1ll prove 

ouraelves to be very belp~l Amer1can!J, and we can intluence 
192 

America's su1ritual lire. America is a noble illustration o:t 

what a nation ougbt t o be• It is not baaed on the concept 

or blood, but on 111oral ideas, and the concept ot manJ■ 
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ms.lien.able r1ghts. By V1l"tue ot this 1 t reJects all that 

is ev11 i n modem nationalism, 1n which the nation and state 

a r e synonymous, resting on the unity and puri. ty ot blood o~ 

the dwellers ot the land. In .America we f'1nd our greatest 

opoortuni ty and res1)0na1 bi 11 ty. American culture bal much 

of the sj)1r1tual heritage of Ial'l e l t hrough Christianity di

rectly , and indirectly through the absorption ot the spirit 

or ancient Hebrev 11 terature. Here, if' ffer, we have to 

make ourselves :telt as a. purely sp1ri tual. intluence al-
193 

lowed to live 1n pert'ect treed.om. 



P.W...'1,'.AN G. Etr~LOW (1877-1934) 

Another doughty protagonist of the mission concept was 

Hyman G. Enelow, t he major part of whose career "as spent 

ln the ministry of Temple .c;rna~u-£1, New York. He con~etved 

of t he ~ tee- Messiani c 1dea.l as "the greatest gift .that 
194 

Israel gave to civilization.'' Falth in his Divine selection 
195 

has kept the Jew alive through the ag es. Multitudes today 

may have come into possession of great religious truths, 

out Israel was e. pion'9er in thi:i unexplored religious domain. 
196 

li1s prophets were the first to till and toil on primeval soil. 

Refor~ Judaism regards the universal elements of Judaism as 

of permanent 1lllportance, and i t regards the Jew's distinct 

dest i ny to lie not merel y i n the eth ical perfect ion ot 

the Je~ish people, but in the advancement of the reli-

g,ious enlightenment and m.01'8.l perfection of t he entire 
197 

human race. Hermann Cohen pointed out that the prophets tried 

to convince 1,1en that God and rlgh teousness transcend nationalism 

and outreach spatial and · temporal limits. They predicted that 

the establishment of uni versal r11°;pt eousness would mean the 
98 

advent of God's kingdom on earth. As understood by the pro-

phet s and interpreted by l ater sages Israel's l'l.1.ss\1on has 

oeen to proclaim t he religion of God subserv16nt to right .. 

eousness to unify mankind under the banner of tne one true 
I ~ 9 

belief, and then hel p establish the kingd om of God on earth. 

rt r.as recoBnized t r.&t religion was growing more and more 

to 08 a real force for life ' s bettern ent . rt prepares the 

way for the gold er. age of which the prophets dreamed. This 



call s for rejoicing, not for the triumph of our i deas, but 
200 

for man 's sake. 

Dl still anot her . sense the mission is essential. Throu~: 
201 

1t , the real doctrines of Je3us were preserved for the world. 

As a result Christianity r eta.1aed its most lasting elements. 

F rom i t Mohamet borrow ed t h e funda mental lessons, or hi■ 

new creed. AJnid bi gotry, super st it1on, ,and persoc ut1on of 

tbe Mi ddle Ages, Je"s stood as proptiets of a pure monoth eism. 

During the Renai•sance-8..!ld Reformation, Jewish scholarship 

and phil osophy did much to liberate the spirits from the 

tyranny of old dogmas. It bas made itself felt today 1n 

t he llil lvers#s going i:>ack to t he pure et!'l!cal monotheism ot 
- 20 2 

t~e pr opr.ets . Israel may be called a fountain of gardens 

in the s ense t r1at he watered t he garden of human:ity's religion. 

Hi s religi on has been the wel l of l i ving ~aters to clvili

zatlon on its moral side. The redemption of Isr•ael from Egypt 

was not significant only to us as Jews, but unl~rersally we.8 

significant, because it meant entry 1nto t h e world of a new 

element that has remained an imperishable ingredient of a.11 
20:; 

~•6stern civ111zat1on. 

Enelo" ~as particular 1n singling out t he ,,a cca bean era 

to lmpleJnent his mission i dea. Through the del uge that 

threatened the entire c lvllizatlon of t he time , the Me.cca

ceans 1n their ark carr i ed to safety t he world ' 1~ :morality. 

1ot only 91 ould Judaisrn have perished were i t not for them, 

.1ut Chr 1st1an lty a nd Yohe.mmedanism would never have been. 

l:o"N much 'the moral ;n-ogress of the TIO!'ld Ticuld have been re-
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t arded no man can sa y . If we are tc continue in the Mac-

cabea n tradition today , we Must increas~OSur measure o! loy

alty, self-knowledge, a nd sel f -respect . 

\11 thin the scope of t his ideal t he American Jew should 

adhere to his national affiliation. We should only live In 

consonance ftith the spirit and incarnate it in our deeds . 

Zion 1s not to be construed in a limited, ~g5sJ.cal sense~ 

but rather 1n an unlimited, universal one . Both religi on 

and democracy aspire to the same end. Democracy has bro-

ken down many barriers separating man from man. It has 

served to bring about closer fellowship and co-operation 

among sects, paving the 1'e.y for the coming or a better 

age when men shall form a universal church and worship 
207 

God with one accord in unison of sentiment . 

Enelow recognized the fact that of late there has been 

m~ch scoffing at tr.e assertion of tbe Jewish mjssion. It 

ls supposed to be a mere phrase invented by the Reformers. 

However, this isn ' t true . The Jew would not be worth 

pra serving i f he ceased to have a mission , nor ~ould he 

have ~he right to fill the world nith contention and misery. 

we would have no right to strive for the future and hap .. 

Jew 1~ all nations, unless we bel i eve that p l ness of t he 2GB 

the Jew nad a mission. Especially now more than ever is 

Judaism called upon to Present its teachings to the 

are on the eve of spiritual r enascence , 
world, when we 209 
and when the world is agog for true and vital religion. 

There are those who sa7,• that Israel has failed in 1 ts 

re rt 



miss ion. However , Enelou r qfuted these char ges by clal.m-

ing tha t Israel has ever s tr i v~n t o r i se f r om basest id o

latry until it has reached t he l evel of purest trust and 

love of God of all spirit s . There can be no salvation truer 
21 0 

t han this. 

At t he same t ime he rec ognized t ho ae forces wh ich re

t ar ded Israel i n t he f ulfil l ment of his task. He urged 

that it 1s now time f or Israel to awake from i ts medieval 

sl umber and to resume lt,s missionary work with which it 

began its pllgr-image in t he world a nd " hicb "as arrested 

by t yranny of f ormer days. Thls nould heve a two-to ld ef

fec t: (1) Judaism ff oul d be st r engthened by ne" spiritual 

for ces and be compensated for the l oss of many of its own; 

(2 ) Lukewarm and dubious J ews 1tould be for t ified by the 

s i ght of neffcomers. Thus a great reproach would be rolled 

away, 1. e., that Judaism l s a narr ow, particularistic, 

and non-univer sali stic f ai t h . Es pecially is t his i mpor

tant now s i nce a s pi r itual r ec onst r uct i on of t h e world 

1s ho ped f or. Men will t urn i n ever y d i r ection for re

ligious inspi r a tion a~d all ki nds of f aiths "111 be out 
21 1 

to convert t h em. 
In his over -al l concept of the missi on Enelo'ft had 

much t o say on t he subject of Zi oni sm. In the achieve-

d , he f elt t hat we can lend 
ment of tbe mi ss i onary 1 ea-, 

upbul l n l ng of a Jew!sb state be
~o hel p i ng hand t o t he 

1
, hi story t eaches that the Jew 's work can 

cs.usa rsrae s 
•lt hout "the a :nb1tions and ent anglements 

oe done best ,, 

1 



and perversions bound up "'1t h a litl 21 2 
" PO CBl organizati on. " 

If "e oelleve that the Jew has a real ruission in t h e 

world and that the prophet s were not patr·iot lc criminals , 

but messengers of God , then we must admi t t hat the po-

litical organization does not spell Israel's destiny. 

The prophets were the de stroyers of the political mansion 

of I srael, who sacrificed the state to ideals for which 

rsra.el was " .. h osen as a prlestly people instruc ting the 

?eople in relig ion. Tbe ~er e t hought of Israel oec om

lng a political pr otege of Suropean po~ers, divi ded by 

hate ar.c hosti l ity was repulsive and appallng . It would 

only 1.ead to mor e tragedy and martyrdom for Israel . The 

latter woul d be swept along l n the vortex of their in-
213 

trl.gUe s . The id ea l of Palestine as a center for t h e moral, 

spiritual, a nd int ellectual gro»th was noble , but it ~as 

f ounded upon an oblique vision and a fal se i nter pretation 

of the past . The modern Jew living l n Zion would be more 

.!.solated from niodern civllizatlon than living anywhere 

else. we believe no lc~ger that Zi on ls God 's only bea1t h, 

.Jut that He 1 s everywhere . The gres. t 3r pa rt of the Jews 

nor~ for the last nineteen'>,,. centurles bas bAen do~e away 

fro~ Zion. The realm of the Jew ' s work and ambltl on must 

ne the wi de world "and his one bo l y centre must be the 
' 2llt 

Jewish heart and t he perfect soul • 11 
In fact , a re t urn 

?15 
to pales~ ine would spell deat h for the Jew. 



G.-JULIAN MORGENSTERN (1881- ) 

Al though Morgenstern was a prototype of the school or 

classical Reformers such as we have discussed so tar, ~ll 

of h is mat ure years fell i nto the period following the incep

tion of tbe Zionist movement. It is sign ificant to note that 

he wa s oorn in t he s ame year as that l'!hich witnessed the pro

mul ga t ion of the May Laws in Russia. As we have po i nted out, 

t he latter were d isastrous to the Jews and constituted an in

direct ceuse for the rise of Zionism. The early life or thie 

out. standing Reformer was set a gainst a backdrop of ant1-s eniitio 

discriminations and pogroms, all of nhich had a profound er. 

feet of drawing together those centripetal forces wh1eh molded 

the Jew ish nationalistic philosophy and it s lmolementation. 

Ds spite a.11 t h is his produc tive yea.rs were to be marked by 

nis oppo s i tion to the Zi onist upstarts. 

n1s concept of t he mission was based on his beli er in the 

doctrine of the chosen people . This belief was i nherent in 216 
toe i dea of rsrael's God as the universal God of mankind. 

In th e h ist ory of t he record of God 's revela tion of Himself to 

!!18.n:.Cind, I9rael has oorne t he l eading role. Almost all the 

.. estsrn world concedes t h is, though mer. d iffer a s to the actual 

natur e and extent of t his leadership. Some min1mtze it. Others 

hol d anoth er lea.derslp was i nstituted 19 centuries ago. But 

:
1
ot a few rec ognize that it has not ceased to the pre sent day. 

· \1''e sa~ tha t God revealed Hi mself to ·,e hold to t he latt er. , ,, 

Israel, so t hat rsre.e l i n t ur n mi g.ht spread the knol'fledge of 

-
r srael ' s rel i g ion i s t h e basis of 

~l m to t he whole world . 

p .. 



the 
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true , ult1mat'3 r e :::. 1g1on of mank1:id . 
t he 

~l1th/begi nn1ng of t h e te t h 11 n centur y , a new world 

began t o open up for Judaism, and t hrough JUda!sm for 

all mankind . Jews became preoccupied with science and 

phllosopby, st!.Jnula ted by contact with Moslem culture . 

Thr ough it s interest in anc ient Greek philosophy, Judaism 

of t his t l me brough t to a n end t he Dark Ages by t reeing 

t he mind from t he shuctcles of superstition and ~o.ra-nee., , 

thus paving the way for the Renaissance , which flowered 

so profusely from the fifteenth through the seventeenth 

centuries. Had J udaism been permitted t o foll ow its own 

norrual c ourse of development, the world today would be 

vastly h a ~pier nad mankind would be mucb ~ further a

lon& the way or s piritual progress and friend l y fe llowsh ip 

g_;_~E t h ~ nations . Judaism would then have becomP long era 

t h is the dominant r eli g ion of the world. The world ~ould 

nave oeen spared c ountless wars , misery and oppressi on. It 
been 

~ould have/an i nfi nite l y more righteous a nd more beautiful 
218 

world . 

To be true t o its eternal ! deal, Israel mus t live 1ts 

l ife not apart from t he world 1n 11 spritual Ghetto, no 

~~ t t er h ow beautiful , out i n the busy struggling wprld 

wltb all !ts sord i dness and strife, as well a s lt s h op~ 

a spi ration , and vision.of a h igher goal . It must l ive t h is 

life with full respect for and purposed preservat ion or !ts 

l ndl vidual1ty, a nd with never - fai l i ng realization of t h e 



uniqueness of its interpretation of life , ~hlch God h~s 
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cot~1ssloned it to proclaim to its brother- peopl es . In 

t .r. is 1.iodern age with its constantly i ncreasing emphasis on 

t i l ngs of this world and this l ife brough t about by great 

soc ial, econoir~c, pol itical , and cultural reformation , re

ilgion too must undergo a radical transformation to a this

~orldl iness. Thi s new rellglon which is destined to be Ju

daism, 1:1ust be t h e pioneer and lead the "'ay t olfards true so .. 

cial progress and ultimate sal vation. J udaism must establish 

positive, c onstructive , 1nf luentlal c ontact with ether ~eoples, 

cultures and religions i n order to ful fill t he mission. This 

ls J udaisr1 ' s ~ol den opportunity for realizing its God-appointed 

destl~y, which rightfully by laws of b lstor v , shoul d have been n w 

realized four hundred years a go, of leading the world on11ard 

throuch religi ous r evela tion and relig iou s reformation to re

llt i ous realization.~ As we respond to t h is call, ~e should not 

for get t hat t ner e will be more fut ure reformstlons in addi tion 

to t his one , wh ich ffi ll c ont inue to t he end of days. "And 1n 

t his con stant wcr k of r eli gious rei nter pretation and reforma

tion 1t is ever t he task , the aest iny, the pr~vi l ege of r s .. 

rs9l, the deathle ss prophet and pr iest• people, to lead , and 

o f Judal s.o to point the TTay for manki nd and for 2i1c,1-d-relig1on, 

on ard , ever on~ard toward s truth , towar d s God . " It ls t here

f ore Judai sm' s task t o reaff i r m its mission to become the re

cevm1ng norld-rellgi on. I t is an exacting task, but also our 

1~escapeble destlnY• ~he reed may be l ong j sufferings almost 

~1 
0 

to be •Jnd ercone. Hc'iiever, t h e wor l r:
1
s sal-

u:. ::,eare ,J e lwiY nav · c • 

I 
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v~tion is Israel's goal. 

Morgenstern parce1ved t bat as a nation -Israel for 

five ~nd a half centuries contributed 11tt/1e or nothing to the 

content and progress of c1v111zation. As a people, however.~o

minated by the consciousness of its relation with ooa, Israel 

~ontrlbut ed very much oaslc to the proeress of civilizatlon. 

This const ituted the unshakable foundation of society. The 

spiritual and cultural l 1fe of all mankind and our vision and 

hope for today and t omorrow c ontributed to this foundation. 

For dur i ng the nat ional period democracy was born, stemming 

from desert origins, and devel oping despite, and even 1n anta-
222 

Lonism to, Israel's national e~istence . 
the 

Throug}1out/twenty- four hundred years since the aestructton 

of the first Temple Israel has hardly ever sensed the asp1rat1on 

t oward the re-establishment of a Jewish comnonwealth 1n Palestine. 

!:J'Ven the Macca bean episode was more religious t han political . 

The Maccabean kingdom that ensued was almost unfcmseen in 

t he Maccabean program, a tragic episode,. wh i ch ran complete-

ly counter to the true spi rit and aspiration of Judaism. 

The Pharisees.from John Hyrcanus on, comprehended this c l ear~ 

lr . Just as i n the fifth century B. c. E., so in the tbe9.!2,gy 

of normative Judaism of the first century B• c. E. and 

thereafter the vision of God as a unlvert1al l<lng displaced 

tnat of ineartbly k ing. The K1ngdom of Israel's future was 

to be religious, not politlcal. 'fh8 ministrat,1on of Isra~l 
not 

as e people unto ,ill manki nd \'las/t o be accomplished t hrough 

the politlcal exlstence of a separate Jew ish state. During the 

I 



dispersion since 70 A• n. the hope of a restor ed politi-

cal Jewish state reasserted itself here and there , and 

an occasional self'-dec l ared Messiah arose. Almost in-

evitably such moments had disastrous conseq uenc es and 

resulted in ths destruction of morale. They were but in

~l asnts i n the l ife of the people, whose constar.t hope 

\'las merel y to ret.urn t o Palestine a s a priest-people. 

1~ue they also eagerly anticipated material blessing 1n 

their old land , but political statehood very se ldom, and 
223 

that in Only the most unreal and fantast!~ terms. Israel's 

de stiny as a people does not run in the direction of natlon

e.llsru . Israel ls a people and Judaism ls a religi on and 

i~e s c t wo princ i ples are e ternally i nseparably l i nked . 

I srael ls a religious peopl e, a uniq ue people, and basical ly 

~e uf ht else. T}le h ope t hrough the cent uries has been 

expressed i n the l ltur 5y for a r eturn to t h e anc i ent hom•

lanc, but this long i ng has been honored more ln the breach 
224 

than i ~ t he observance. 

It nas not unt l l ~he natlon 1 I srael, had ceas ed wltb 

its national r eli gi on, that J udaism n1th its universal 

c oncept s sprang i nto being. The rise of the one gr ew 
225 

out of the fa l l of t h e other . I srael , the people, and 

Israel, t be nat1on,are complete ant itheses of each other. 

c~lJ wh eo the latter ceased did Israel become a people or 

t he chosen peop le . ~v en the prophets , it seems, 

fel t t ~ e pol itical exlst~nce t o oa incompatible wlth t he 
· t ~at 1 ~ 

true servic !; of I srael ana/11ould 1£lpede t h e f ulf i l l ment 

I 



of its dest1nv . Tberefo e th J r, ey o~ly forecast restora-

tion to Palestine as a people, not as a nation . 

Today Israel is no longer a nation like other nations 

but truly an international people and apparent ly desti ned 

to remain so. 

However , today, t h ere still are some ftho have dra11n 

into the shell of extreme nationalism and accept blindly 

the narrow pattern of existence as a Jeftish nAtlon whioh 

paganism would forge for them, and thus seek salvation 
226 

fiber A t here ce.n be no poss! bill ty of salvation 11hatever. 

Anti-semi.tis~ ftould force Judaism backwards once again in

to the mold of nationalism. It would be a sar donic trage-

dy of history if the Jews should no" deny thelr God-appointed 

aestinY, non clearer and surer than ever, in order to ad

j u~t belatedly t o t he pattern of existence almost on the 
227 

ver ge of repudiation. 

The Zi onist movement represents t he most widely-spread 

r evival of a na tionalistic hope and program i n Judaism i n over 

eight-sen hundred years. Just &s the rer·orm of Ezra and Ne

hemiah i n the 5th century B. c. E. represented the swing-

i ng of t h e pendulum from the extreme of almost uncondi-

tioned univer salism immediately preceding it , so Zionism 

represent s i n one significant aspect a complete reversion 

f ro:r:: an almost unre strained un1varsal l sm of the fl""•t two-
228 

thirds of the n i neteen t h century to particulari•II• 

Despite the oft- repeated assertion of the benafieent .role 

t hat t he Jeffish state i n Palestine would pl ay in setting 
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t he pattern of equitable social relations for all to emu-

late , the fact still confronts us that , Israels true ge-
nius finds expression only 1n its role 
229 On the other hand , as a religious peo. 
ple. / none can object to a Je•1-k state "~, if it can be achieved 

with full conformity to the progressive principles of inter-

nati01 al., :racial• and group eth ics. and full regard for 

the rights of the present and future Chri~t1an an•~ Mos-

lem populations of the c o1mtry. such a state would be 

another little racial country like Lithuania. rt would 

be perfectly justified by the stubborn per sistenc19 of 

long-established principles of statehood. we bel.1eve to-

day that s uch principles are becoming outmoded and may 

soon oe ol1 t moded and discarded. But until that t11ne the 

J e~ lsh s~ate would not be objectionable •. Of courae, It 

11ould have problems of self- rr-aintenance, but they would 
230 

not necessarily oe insuperable. However, since 1~he great 

1·iajority of Jews 1:m s t reside outside of Palestine ., they 

riould owe no alleg iance 1'1hatsoever other t han that of be

ing consci ous of a corttnon spiritual br otherhood. Their 

citizenship in their nationalities will be conditi oned· in 

no wise by the potential existence of such a Je1'11l:1h state. 
they 

lleit,n-. .v.ill/ feel themselves part of a Jewish ol3~{pora since 

ln t he n ew world t o cone t he latter won't exist. 

In the vision of t h is :1en world, A.l'Dericar, through its 

Pr esident, ls conceived of as PT'OC la.1m1ng lts ldeiils.23\_ 
-:,erlca has become a nation with a consciousness ot ar. ex,. 

alted mlsslon to chanpl on t he principles of a ~e~ democ-

I 
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racy for all n'.:I. ticn s to go lnto t h e wor ld , like A~rabam, 

ic >ea Dless l ng . ~e scheme of a Lea[ ue of N~t!o~z is 

::o· r ing but a 2 01\t . century e:q:iJ"ession of th9 dr eam 

r!lel ' s pr ophets: 11 In the end of days 1 t sbal 1 come 

of I s-

to pass." 

rsrael 's ancient dream h as becoiae America ' s , just as Assy .. 

rie ' s draa.Jt became Ger many ' s. At t he en~ of days the dream 

o!' I s r a el and Ameri c a must becol'!le t he dr eam of the world an d 
233 

t ha fulfillment thereor. If J uda i sm ls t o sur vive, it mu 9 t 

~i~st of all achieve h er e ln America speedily a t r ue unity 

:. h h a tota l dr opping of e ll qualify i ng ac ,1 act.1 ves , and then 
234 

a ~orld unity wl t n Judai s m l n al l other lend s. Survival alone 

as a race , nati cn , people, or c 1v111zat1on , cannot suffi ce 

~o~ Jews , least of all i n America. Survival must el~ays be 

~~no! t ioned b7 the mi l ieu L, wh ich J ews ~ould survive. While 

.-ua~l s,c i n ,\!!leri ce. can persist cnl y as a re l tg1ou s cornmU!l!.ty, 

it :'.'_L\st bave as its 3:ld th9 fulflll .r.e:-it of 1 ts d est,1:,.y as 

' h h e task hes ~ever i n tc~ ~ast oeen abl e t o ":-OC S C . 058:1 1 " .OS 

~e as su:ned by the Je~lsh people ~s wholeheartedly as 1~ America . 

:or almost tbe f irs t time ln it s millenlal history , does the 

.-e11 1sh col:l?nuni ty find itself 1n a free unt!"~ell ed soci ety, 

: ~ ~~lch it can giva full and ur.r estroined e~pr9s9lo= to its 
235 

~t !re !"eliglous proe r8.II: • 
• 
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"· B:}R~D FELS ENTF.AL (18~2-1908 ) 

Althoueh t h~ dates of his life are earlier t han an y 

of the personal i ties t hat we have s tud ied heretofore ex

cert I • M. Wise, we hav e not t aken h i m up until now be

~ausc ne r epr esents by h is thinki ng a change over from the 

ol d ex t reme universal anti-natl Onalistic posltlo~ to one 

t'.od ified by an accepta!lce of the new Zionist phllo!!ophy. 

T~i s is even more remarkable con sidering that he accepted 

t r.a t en ets of t he new philosophy at a v ery advanced ag e. 

such mental flexibility would be noteworthy 1n a younger 

J!d~ , an d i ~ a man of Fel sent hal ' s age, it ls indeed most 

u11u sual • 

I n spite of all t h e i~lffer enc e a.Mong Je"'I ~. Felsent hal 

fslt the. t, t hey woul c. still show t he world by slol'I pr ogres-

: i ve movements that t h ey !il'6 still t h e chosen ::eople, des-
236 

t-i ned to 08C 0!!:8 the Jless lah of t h e nations of the earth. 

Ta kl :ig tJ ls c ue from t he expansion of Ref orm congregations 

in Amer- l ea, h e said t n at it was 1:ispirlug t hat l n tr:e d ts .. 

te:. t ~~est s,nother e d ifice l"la s 9e1!1.l. dedicat ed to t hose 

"trJ t t, s 1'hicb ! n t raelr essenc e and purity s ha ll at some 
237 

t.1:-.-s :,e t ne supr eme pos s e ssi on of all nan1-: l!1d , " He ex-

;:rsss e11 j oy t t a t ~rerever c ivll1za tlon has progress ed , 

:.r.er c. e.r e Jews . ~ver ·'ilher-e t b ':!y rerre r.1ber t ::eir miss/loo 

a~r: ,;-r.,-:-1 v ~ to oe oearers of t!": ::-S e l.r ut.r.s :)efor e lft. .:c h 

- t d rsla c:. ln th e :.ast , :::van _-:s~ :r.r1s tian1tY l :l tr,e ,e s en -



tree-thinkers are 1n:t'luenced by it. rr Israel remains 

true to it~ and 1 ts m1sa1C>n, then its daughters will, 

as God-ordained Ji;trum-mts, lead the world to the uni

versal religion. 

Having emerged n-om our ghettos, we have penetrated 

all stra ta or society. Although remembering the ;randeur 

or ancient Jerusalem: 

we do not share the wish to return to oon• 
d1 t1ona that repre■mted th.- m,u-e be
ginning of' d.evelopmmt; we cherish 
instead the Joytul ho-pe or aee1ng the 
entire world one J eruaalem ot enll&b,ten
ment and virtue. The history of --
kin~ points unmistakably to the ful1ieat 
ltea11saUon · · o~. t.h1a ho"Pe• \'11th-
out pua1n& throu&ll the pbaae ot mili
tant church 1n the ,rorldly senRe, the 
persecuted ta1 th w111 be victorious 
thro~ sheer force ot 1 ts d1 vine teach
ings. 

Israel has given and will continue to give many gitta to 

the world. Besides the Bi b 1111 and t h e idea or mono

t heism, the J ews rostered and p~erved science t hough the 
241 

nark Agee. They oontri';)uted to to the Retorn:iation of the 
242 

Church 1n Germany . Today we can exert vast 1n:t'luence on the 

religions ot' the non-Ji-.dsh world, altbous}l 1 t will be 1.n

d1rect and silent, not eaai ly discemibl e to the supe:r-
243 

f'1c1al observer- ,le can work tor the buildin" or humanity! a 
24-4 

Temp le at uresent most ertect1vel.y as J ews - J udaism!a m1•-

a1onar1,.s a.re U1any. They i nclude tl» se who demoastrate the 

sub limt t y or our reli~ous teach1np, nhilosopb.v, and sc1enc•• 

They are aided ln this b y modern commun1cat1ona which con

tribute to the banishment of ignorance and t he spread ot know

l edge. All noble J ews labor to undermine the toundat1ona 



of suuersti tion and heathenism . Throup;h such agencies J ew

ish i deas a.re coming increasingly to 5overn the c1v1 l1zed 
245 

world• 

Earlier i a his ca.reel" Felsenthal :t'ollowed in the wake 

of those who took t h e old, extreme un1versal1st1c, ant1-

national1.st1c position• Vifnfed in this l ip;nt, d1spere1on 

was no t a curse, but a blessing, for the J ew and all man

kind• 11ust as t ':e Pat191archs were chosen bv God tram the 

nations, so t heir descaidants have b een &elected to go :t'orth 
246 

to the nations as their Messiah. 

However, in acceotinR the new Zionist nbilosoph..v, he recog

nized that the racial or national affinity was th e main bond 

of union a.t10115 wor ld J ewry. Religion too, is a unif,'fing to'reie, 

but only oy virtue of its being the religion of the Jewish 

nation . First comes the J ewish nation; then the J ewish religion 
247 

es a char acteriRtic of this nation. He saw that the Zionist 

moven:ent was caused bv our deep-rooted sympathy w1 th our ufe"l!'

secuted J ewish brethren-in-race. It will bring forth great 

beneficial results --directly for our brethren in la.ads or 
op-cresion, indi~ectly for J ews everywhere and for mankind a.t 

248 
l arge. 

Zionism is essential to t he continued existence of the 

J ewish oeop le, Without it Israe l i s doomed to disa~~ear, from 

the wot,ld by assi-:i:i lati on, which is what the a nti-Zionist 

l eader s p reach. Thia is acceptable for those who wish Is-

!'ael t o comm1 t suicide, but for those who are not ready or wi l

lin5 to do so, the o a uority b eing sufferers from pct;4~1on 

an d ool)r ession, '1w9 join the ra.nlcs of the Zionists •" 



Palestinean colon1tat1on is the only means of brin&- · 

in~ r·sdical s a lvat i on to suffe ring Jews . Anti- Semitism ls 

of immortal character and will never cease s o long as there 
250 

is no national hane for Israel. The Jew's mission can be 

fulfilled much better it the center ror the diaperaed na-
251 

tion exists in their old Pale atinean home. For example• 

the Green achieved more 1n ancient llellaa than theJ could 

have if they had been scattered among people• who hated 
252 

and despised them. It at a tuture tlae there should be a 

Jewish majority 1n Palestine, the people could be entrusted 

with the rights or selt-goYernment just as the Oree•• 

Sery-ians, Rouman1ane, _-and Bulgar1ana ha•e been. Pales

tine would be European am not Asiatic 1n culture and de-
253 

mocratic polit1call~. '!he Jewish state will be based upan 

nei t her a Mosaic nor a Talmudic constitution, but q>on 

Jeffersonian principles or de111ocrac7. In tneory and in 

practice i t will be a mof e l i deal state. "Onwards and 

utwards to t he heights of th e prophetic ideall will be the 
254 

~ot t o ot the new Zion." Mutu~l r el at i ons between the 

Jewish state and Diaspori c J ewry will consist in reciprocal 

'lnd moral influence solely ·:11th no legal or e cclesias tical 

power claimed by ei t her party. It will be hopet1 that 

P9lest1ne will exl ercise a posi t ive J ewish 1n•1uence on t h e 

Diaspora, deepenin~ the r e l igious s ense. In return J ews in 

Palestine shou ld receive from their br e t hren in Europe and 

America much aid and f urtherance 1n Western sc1ent1fic and 
255 

technolo?1cal culture . 
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1 • • ABBA HILLEL SILVER (1893- ) 

We are now ready to toe-us our attention on those 

reoresentatives of the Ref'om era whose outlook on the 

mission has been entirely pervaded by a most tervent, 

radical, and pos1 ti.ve att1 tude to Zieaiam. We have 

selected for this 1:>uroose Al:,ba H. Silver and Iou1s 1 . 

Newman as being two whose utt•tincea are most eloquent 

w1 t h the expressions ot the Zionist v1w ot our b1atoric 

mission . We shall discuss Silver Nrat. 

Whether as citizens of Israel, the United States, or 

other lands, J ews should not evade the great mandate ot 

t heir religion, to serve Ood and man, t o str1 ve for the 

est ab lishment of His Kingdom, and by practice and proJ)a• 
256 

?;anda of their fa1 th, be a light unto the nations. Silver 

f elt that t he m1ss1on idea s tressed by Liber a l Jud.&1.sm was 

h1ator1cally valid, and wa■ the burden of our dest.iny, the 
257 

very ,·1arp and woof of prophetic Judaism • Liberal J udaism 

placed 1 tself in direct llne o~ deaoeilt :from pronhet i c Ph&JPl

sai c tradition (as op-oosed to Sadd.Uca1c) when it accepted as to-
258 

cal i n 1 ts i deologv t he m1sa1on of' Isr ael. Where Liberal J u-

dai sm err ed was not i n holding f ast to th e □1ssion ideal, 

but, like t he early Judaeo- Cbr1st1ana, i n belieV1ng that. 

the mi llenial age o:f' p Arf'ection was at hand and that there

for e there was no ur6ent need to s tress t he n a t i onal idea l 

ot mai ntaini ng a strong gNup discip lin e such as Phari-

eaic Judai s m has b uilt un. The ear l y Reformers f elt that 

the who l e world was movi ng toward a hapny i n te:rnationalism. 

Therefore , Israel should lead t he way 1n ~enouncing all na-



-

-107-

tional1st1c particularism and isolatidliSill. . The world 

will :fast follow. However i t didn't , and many J ewe were 

soon comp letely assimilated and lost to Israel. The Re-

formers "spokA forcibly and eloquently and truly of the 

mission ot Israel but they failed to evoke a modus 

v1-v:end1 by which the p eople would be reminded that th ey 

are a pecullar, cnvenanted and cohsecrated p90ple, a.1.1d by 
259 

means or which th~y would be saved from asa1m1 lation. • 

The e1tuation was summed·UD: 

The s trengt h o:f Libera l Judaism baa 
been and is its adbeNDce to the lll1s-
s1on ideal. Its weakness lies 1n the 
tact that 1 t has labored \Ulder an anti
nationalistic, ant1-nom1st1c incanta-
tion •••• neutero-Isa1ah, who ot all J ews 
most eloquent}J vocalized the missionary 
:faith of' Israel was or all J ewe the most 
nationalistic and Palestinean. Universalism 
and nationalism 1'l gh~lv conceived are 
never anti-theUcal. 60 

Probab l y t h e most poetic expression or the idea or 

Israel'& t'uture destiny wa s that given by our sages. 

Silver states that ~ccording to them two arks led the 

children or Israel to the Promised Landi · the Ark wherein 

lay the dea d body or Joseph and the Ark of' the Covenant. 

They symbolized death and Ute. The sp1r1 te of our dead 

go all the wa;y back to the d.8¥B ot Chm1eln1ck1 and their 

brothers in allilost every century and even land, i nclud• 

in~ 2 ,000,000 ot the present holocaust. ' 'nle1r innocent 

blood will not be covered un until out of t heir martyr

dom is born a free life f'or thA1r p eop le. Ttieee then-

are s:,mbolized by the AX'k of' Death. i1ong w1 th 1 t, how

ever, moves the A19lc of the Covenant --the Ark of' Faith - -
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our covenant w1 th the future our f'a1 th 1 d , n our estiny 1n , 

ourselves an&in our fathers' God. I , srael e poei t1on throu&}l 

t he Ex1 le baa been like ,._ __ _ a ~r of d~s tiny tasb1on1ng a 

new world. Israel has 'Dla.ved a noble role, but we are 

ti r ed ot 1 t • Instead of bAing noble and beaten, we now 

wish to b e noble and tree, and as a free ·Peo'Dle 1n 1 t■ 

own land work togethAr w1 t h all other <peoples tor a. Just 
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and peacef'ul world. 

Silver recognized that the mission idea was undergoing 

much criticism. With ret"etence to Mordecai Kaplan's de

nunciation of the mission ideal as an absurdity, he said: 

Th.en the who le Ute ot Israel has bean 
one stupendous a.bsurd.1 ty -1 ts atnr
mations, its pro'Dhecies, its Messianic 
dreams, its loyalties, and its sacr1-
t1 ces. Then the Judaism or our pro
phets, sa.ges, rabbis, pll1losophera, 
and mystics, the faith or our choicest ' 
sn1r1ts has been & colossal · absurdity. 
Their world-encompassing Mess1an1■m 
and their pertervid apostolic vision 
may have been too exalted, too g.tgan
t1 c, too ~cult, but not absurd, 
not absurd. , 

It was clearly d1scern1b - 8 to Silver that we find 

our s elves toda.v in the same emot i onal environment as 

that wh1d1 tol lowed atter the first World war. That, con

flagration released vast, eschatolog1cal hopes• It was 

t o usher 1n universal p eace, democracy, brotherhood, and 

Justice. All the enchanting paraphernalia of: the Messianic 

saga were di snlayed• The victori es of s cience have also con

t ributed to the m1 ller,,.ri an expectation s of our de..V• As a re

sult., some J ews are bAi ng stam:oeded into eagel' and pathetic 

sel.1'-abd1cat1on. And they say : 

• 



In this great day ot Jehovah why 
should Israel stubbornly cling to 
his indurat,e cUst.inctiveness. OUr 
ideals have triumphed 1n the world. 
Many other people believe as we &:>. 
Let us then prepare to Join in the one 
si-eat uni veraal church and brothe~ 
hood ~~ch are even now coming to 
pass. 

In speaking ot the place of' Palestine in thA ov~ 

all mission conceot, Silver showed that the rabbis and 

urot>hets never opposed an ideal Jewish state or the 

survival ot the J ewish state as such_. It must be clear by 

now that the omd.ss1on trom the prayer book ar the prayer 

for the restoration ot ;ion did not appease the Gentile 

world ,fh1ch o-opased the Jew. Moreover, it did not suc

ceed i n making more secure the J ew! s pos1 tion 1.n the Ger-
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man fatherland• 'The return and the redemption are the 
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two elements ot our ancient covenant. Sllver's convic-

tion was summed up as follows: 

He {the J ew) will fight tor his :t'ull 
and equal right s everywhere, more con
fidently and 11&ore l.4eso lutely, enhearterut4 
by the fact ot the nEM status and d1g-
n1 ty which have come to his peopl9 
through th~

6
ge-creat1on of the State 

ot Israel. 

With all due respect to Reform, 1 t should be made 

clear that anti-nationalist dogma was not an eseentla1. -oart 

of its teach1.ng. It was rather the result of the philo-
~67 

sophical and nolitical climate of its day when it arose. 

However., , today , the axistence of the Jewish sta~l8nll heln 

to stimulate the relgious life i n the Diaspora• · In Silver's 

view, which was e>:pressed in an article in the year book or 

the c. c. A· R•, we a.re not a p eople united merely by religious 
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ties , bu t by racial and n ationali s t ones a s we ll. 
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J. U>UIS I• NEWMAN ( 1893- ) 

As we baTe seen on numerous occasions, primary to 

.:tJ;i.a any consideration ot the mission idea 1 s the tactor ot 

Israel I s selection. Newman Pealiz ed the importance ot this 

when he a sserted that the doctr:1.ne ot the chosen people 

could not be erased f'l'tom J eviah literature. This is aft1Med 

desp1 te the etf'orta of thA Reconstruct1on1sts to ere.di• -

cate the concept trom the ll turgy. :,ewman made use or an 

epigram by Stephen s. Wise to t'urther imp lament the doc

trine• " God chose Israel, because !are.el chos e God. lfe 
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are a God-chosen p ee>'Ole because we are a god-choosing p eop le." 

Theoretically, the ma jority of Reform Jews believe 

that. J ews a re a religious comL2\L11 ty, and not a nationality. 

Any t heolosi-zinp; surrounding t he doctrine of a p r1e~ 

'D90):)le is good poetry but does not constitute strict re

alism. Re form J aws a.re interested deeply in movements 

which res t on secular and comraunal, r ather than OD x-el1-

gious f oundations. These include the Temple Center and 

Co11UDun1 ty Center movements associated w1 th t he synap;c.gues. • 

Yet, t hese 1nst1 t ution s are based on the view that Jeva are 

a d1.at1nct social grouo. All the social activities con

nsct9d rlth them are a comp l~te refutation of the idea thi.t 

the Refoi,n Temple is purely e. t h eological 1nst1 tut1on. Se

cular activity fame a co11J1I1unal h interland f o r the rell

gl.oua l U"o of the congregation. The notion that J ews are 

a religious community is 1-arge ly a tiE9Dsrlt of the extremist 

tbeolop;1ans. AlthouGh i:-eli g1on may re4la1n the vital core 

or J ewish coll ectivism, 1t aoes not constitute i t s entire

ty. 
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Newman reoognized that the mission of Israel had 00• 

cupied t he minds of' some Ret'omers to such an extent that 

they have used 1 t as an argument against Z1on1stn. They 

thinlt that 11" t h e J ewish homeland had not 'Der1abed, He

braic thinking wou ld never have influenced thr, world 80 

stron~ly • 1'le old-time Reformers were not SY'lllpathetie to 

mourning for Zion · They regarded the destruction of the 

Tenm l e as urov1dent1al, because 1 t enab led Israel t o go 

forth on 1 ta world mission or being a "Umt to the na

t1ons . u However. t hose or the J>ro-Z1on1et Refol'lll e;rouo 
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beliffe "ooth i n t.be lll1sa1on, and 1n mourning t'oi-.uon. 

In d1ecuas1.ng the attitude of Reform toward nat1ona.

ism, he quotes Mattuok who ass erted that " 1 t ( Liberal Ju

daism) had no oN'1c1al answer to ~ve to the question 

whether the two (Zionism and Liberal Judai sm) were 1n

coi!ll)at1blA; f!Very Liberal J5'rl could answer t he Question 
.? ... 2 

tor himsel:!". 11 
J This statement was Ti.wed by llewman as an 

111rnr ova::1ent over tormer da.3'a when Z1on2,a.:i was Retorm•a 

wh1uu1n~ boy . For instance, a ccording to the reso lution 

o! the c. c. A• R. 1n Rochester 1n 1920 "1 t 1s the du~y ot 

all J ews to contribute t o the reconstruction of' Palestine 

1nsot e.r as J ews ma y p lace tbemselves there and to ma.ke 1t 

a good p lace for th~ to Uva. BUt the eo•01'er&t1on or 

J ews who rej ect Jfti.-Ail. nat1onallac 1s made d1fficul\, 

nay 1m:oosaible, as tons as the z1on1at Organ!zat1on 1s 
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co.:c1 tted to auch Nationalism.'' 

:?te!'or:::i J ews -orot'ess1ng t o onno9e Zionism caoitallze 
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.on the sol1dar:1 ty created and re1nf'orced by y. M • H, A• 
nenters and the llk9. It ext..... r 11g1 - ~ ..,- e OUS group unity i B 

valuab le a.a an asset to su1r1 tual act1v1 ty through the 

synago,,;ue, then a1m1 larly why ahouldn 't logic be ap"Clied 

to the contr1but1ons27f ch Jewish nat1onal1am can make 

to the Jewish f'a1 th? "Poli tics" 1s a bugaboo in the Ret'orm 

camp . Yet, Reform Jews are drawn 1rres1st1bl.v into the 

maelstrom or economic, legislative, and busineaa activity • 

.Refo !'I!l J ews are Just as t><>li tically minded as the Zionist 

Jews. It constitutes quite as much or a l>Olitical ac~ 

to send delgations to a World Peace Conference "Deti t1on1n& 

1 t not to a1d the Zionist movement as to ask the opposite. 

'l'h.e only course is not to avoid '0011 tics, but to pursue 

a wise and beneficent poll t1cal Po Ucy on bebaU' of fJ'lery 
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worth-vhi le cause. 

It 1o obvious that the Upbui lding of a third Jewish 

coll!IDonwealth in Palestine need not interfere with the ideal 

or, the J ewish m1aa1on. The ~on tact ot Palest1nean Messianism 

during the second Hebrew state vi th ~t1an Neo-Platon1am 

haloed t>roduce Chr1st1anit:,. Mohammedanism arose through 

contact or Palest1neaD Hebraism, though weakened by the 

d1sat>t>earance 0 ~ the national center, with the Arabic ci• 

Vi lizat1on . Nearly even Christian Reform movement has 

been accompanied by a revived study ot the Hebrew Bible 

an:: has been st-1mul&ted by the personal a.ctivi ty ot 1nd.1-

V1dual Jews. However, the process .,,ould have been more et• 

fective 1t Ju4a1SID had possessed a nation a l cul tural center. 

Zionism doesn •t mean a w1 tbdrawal, e1 ther ubys1cal ~ 
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or psycho logical, t'rom the D1aa1>0N.. It would be too se

vere a blow tor thoae countries whei-e Jews reside to lose 

them, even 11' this were 'Dosa1ble. Nor will Zionism in

crease ant1-sm1 t1am. Ant1-Sem1t18111 1n the u. s. baa 

not been directed agaiDat the Z1on1ata or Y1dd1ah1ata, but 

a~111at adjuated Jfltfa who haTe risen to high t>Oata 1n 1"1.nan• 

cial , political, and co1111erc1al lit'e, which 1s alao tr-11e 

in EUro'De• 'lhe tear that the eatablisbmant ot a Jeviah 

state would g1v g impetus t.o 41Xl)Ula1on-'Dl'Ol)&ganda 1a w1 th-
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out foundation. 

Z1on1am recognizes the Talue or Jevieh secular acU-

'fi ties the same a■ a.to.rm, exceot that 1 t danands t.h&t Jw-

1sh sol1dari ty be motivated by the Hebraic motif and directed 

to the 50al or Jevish cultural creativi ty. flle 1ro~ or 
t he J ewish role 1n the Peace Sattl•ent ot 1919 1a that Re

t'orm J ewish leaders vei-e compelled by public 01>1n1on, a1-

g~dered bv uerican J-1,ah congregattona, to ohamp1on the 

cause ot "naUonal" or "minority" rights at Versailles. 

Nov they cla1D credit toi- it. aa their' ovn particular 1ll-

our intereat 1n Palestine 1a cultural, ph1lanthrop1c, 

and co:mnunaL u a Uttle cultural b.Tohen1.n 1a ct.&11-4, 

1 t aids ua 1n l1t't1ng the dea.d..,1 n& monotony ot a one-tJt>• 

~erlcan cl'f'i lization. Palestine ::an become the dreea worlcl 

or es cape tor Jn• 1n the Galuth who 1utte.o from p~a1cal 

.,er agcu t1on and its «en core mal..-olGlt. aux:111&n, l)J-e

~Udice and til.acr1a1.n&t1on. '!hel"e is at.ead.Y reciPl"OCi ty ot 

cu :_ t,~1 1.nt'luence between Zion and ~utz la-aretz · " Aa the 

11.G,~e ?!'Oteaaor ?i-1.edlander said: " I t 1a not a quest1o~ or 
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Palestine versus the Diaspora, but. o~ Palestine plus 
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the Diaspora." 

Rero~
0
Juda1sm is srowins 1n 1n1'luence, largely as a 

result or ;cultural revival vb1ch Zionism has :rostered. 

Reform even contemplate■ J)ropaganda in oountr1ea other 

than »igland. Aller1.ca, or Germany. As evidmce or the 

harmony ot 1 ta J)hi loaopby v1 th Zionism, 1 t seeks to ~•t•► 

lish 1 tself' 1n Palestine to rede• agnostic and fl"ee

tb1ok1n~ young Halutz1m. flle Hebrew Un1verB1ty, ap,1nat 

which a Ret'onn raltla1 in New York protested on the groUlld 

that 1t would undertake secular studies as well aa the

olos1.ca l , will be the power-house ot Jewish idealism. 

Felix Adler at the 50th anniversary ot Ethical cul

ture att1rmed that vbereve~ Retorm Judaiam oarriea 1t■ 

'burning mes•~•, 1 t 1• Zion1at 1n att1 l1at1on. 

U Reform Ju4a.1sm seeks to be •dead 
ap1Ds\• Zioniam, it will SOOD •• 
dead beyond resuac1tat1on .••• It Re
torm J ud.&1.sm v1ahea to 1>roduce myat1ca, 
11 turg1.cal t>Oeta, and prophets, it must 
sultst1 tut• tor crpJ)Osi t1on to Z1on1n a 
8J)1r1 tual interpretati on ot 1 t. Unless 
1 t find.a t.he ■e!ID8 ot &CCOIIP l1 ■hin& tb18 
nw aynt.hea1a, a.torm Ju4&1sm will meet 
the rate or the D1on1 tea, Kara! te~ e 
P'rllnkiata and other detunct sects. 

netol"III Jave 111uat emancipate th•aelTes !"'rom the1 r olt

s es sion aga1nat nationalism and rro:a t heir morbid 

real"a . courageou■ aelt-analya1s ot their ovn "DOl1c1e■ 

Y1 :.1 reYeal the same tendencies that mot1Tate the Zionist 

:::.>o~ t 1 recoff'n~ tio:i that nat.1onal1s!I 1 s th-e - em,,..n , naoe y ~ 279 

veey keystone 1n the arch ot J ewish lite• 

.. 
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C0NCWSI0:! 

While 1 t would be 'OOaaible to 1"1nd much more material 

to i nclude 1:::i this thesis from the wr1 tings and uttera.t1cee 

of many other Ref'orm J ewiah thinkers, w1 t h whom we haven't 

dealt, as well as from addi t1onal works of those thinkers 

who□ we have already treatAd, 1 t would hardly bA necessary. 

For clearly what material we have employed has been eurt1o1Ellt 

to oroduce a comnlete and thorough picture of tha mission 

conceot i n Ref crm .;uda1sm. Anything ad.di t1onal would merely 

eA.1-' ress 1 !1 d1tte1.•ent. wor-ds on e facet or anothAr of the idea. 

Now that we have a. comprehension of the concept of ra
r e.el' s mission i n a.11 1 ts implications a s 1 t developed i n 

neform j uda1sm1 let us tu~a to an evaluation of its place 

a:id imnortance i n Reform . The vast major1 ty Of thinkers 

i n the Reform J ewish camp from Ref'orm' e 1nceot1on to the 

~r-esent day laid stress OIL the m1s~1on ar:.d attributed 

tre;:endous significance to 1 t. It mi ght b e said that they 

olaced t : e idea on a p edestal. Kohler's sermons again and 

a3ain reiterated w1 t h th e f'am1 liar t heme a..'l'ld he took dVeI"/ 
) 

ouoor t\D11 ty to ex-oress himself most vigorously on 1 t. Sa-

muel Hirsch, as we have no1nted out , conceived of .. •udaism as 

a religion or h i story . J ews hR.ve been a living witness to 

t hla r eligion. Israel has been a unique P80'Dle exempl1f'yi!l& 

a t.uu versal ideal . It was suggested tha, the onl:v 1"unda• 

ment.als of .iudaism were monotheism, Israel's mission, and 

t he Eess1o.n1c Age-. Of these three, the last two are part 

and uarcel of the same idea. Accor ding to this, J udaism 1n 

esse.'1'l ce is nothing more than t he belief' 1n one God and every-

.. 
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tr.in6 fox wbich S e stands.on the one hand, and t r_e obll

Gation that t his bal1et' n lac9s unon t he .;-ew. (Cf. Ch. I 

of this thesis , t>t> . l f"r . } 

i:owever, i n recmt years , t he idea that Israel has been 

ci:osEl'.l to a-oread 1 t.s ra.1 th over the entire globe has been 

looked down UpOn as cha.uvinist1c, presumpt uous , and an 

e.:..--pr ession of' u..-_due pride and haughtiness. This trend is 

to -oe :resretted. because the p eo"Ole who adhere to this com

,,:.etel:· mi S'Ullderostand and misinterpret the trua Iilean1 ng o~ 

t he t ell et'• WhEf:l riEhtl y understood, t he idea of a chosen 

tie<H~le doesn ' t grant tham privilege b1.1t resnons1b1llt:v, as 

we r.av~ s een. In r&'°\lt1.n5 the views or these unstarts who - --
say ti:at Israel hasn't a m1ss1on , there is a mass of evidence 

wtich shows what C: ews have contributed to mankind' s b E11et'it-p 

?t:.e:, haYe g,iven the 31.ble which has :ful'nished t he ethics 

~nrough which the who .e Wes tern world has survived. Judaism 

::as ~r...flueoced t h e ri se of Christiani t y , Isl.am, e.nd th~e

f c ~ation . Com1.ng cloael' to modem ti-.es , tbe dible has b-.

come the ro'l.mdat1on-atone of ADeri can demo crac7 • 

The!"e are some who wil l acknowledge t he d eb t owed to 

t r.e - ew 1n the -past. The:, admit that Isra9l had a oission 

1.i t r_e oast, 'but n o t so L ·, the p.r-es e.r.t . They argue that 

a 0-all minority can dD v ery little. F.owever, to re:f'ute 

.. •ha~ d esn~te o"~ ~- ~uc~t , in nuobers, by .. c.e::,, one r::.ay say , " ,. .,;h ~ .... ... ., 

w:rd::g tc,6ett.er w1 th thq n eoules o f the earth, \·re can achieve 

..... _ ..... t o_.- our .... res,..,.t o1ss1on a.s E. s mall :::Jinori ty srea~, things e t'~ V ca,. 

:..~ ~ ~c::mress or. our Chri s:.tia.!l n eigr.bors t hat the wissi on 
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wbich is .;ude.1.sm's 1s also theirs , i n view of t he fact that 

thev·· accept the same view as we do 1n ... d to God ~eGar one • 

·:te can work a beneficial effect upon Christianity . While 

the l atter i s an essentially Jewish offshoot, it has defiled 

i ts uuri t y b y in.: ect1nE, pap;a.n elements i n to 1 t s conceot ot 

God a a a Trinity . In t h e light of this, the .. aw can exercise 

his 1Lfluence b y standing unconpromis1n gl y a:ao. tmf'l1.--. chl..ngly 

:o: a s trict monotheism. 

~atomi c age s hows that desn1 te all t h e long centuries 

of t each~g to t h e natio::is, t h e world s till i n ma.nJ ways 

~~s~ ' t taken tc. heart t he messag e of our fai th. Therefore, 

:1· e are n eeded □uc1:: □::re too.a:, t h an e,er b efore to offset the 

-:re;; ~ t evi l s . While it 1 !: unders-:.a.;;;naole tr.at ~h e . ew hasn' t 

e!'.iEaged !.r.. oi s siona.r1z1ng b ecaus e of ~:ff1 cult c:rcUI:.s tances 

p •e-;rer.:.: n ~ hie froo n roselyti zinG as he aid 1., t ne centuries 

: :::..eciately - receed!.ll6 t r:e Co::i::on :::ra., tr.er e are s t i ll onoor

t t."?:'i t:es f o~ tee L ew to 1.n f h :.e:ce t he non- . e·,;i sh world : n

c.r ect __ • It i s to 'oo hooet , ~o= e;:a.::mle , t hat t r~oRe ·Jl:.o 

:..!'9 ~:.i'l u er.cec. o a .;c1e."1tif~ c o~t loo~ anc. car~ a cce;,t t he 
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went a change 1n bis attitude toward Pal Astine, just as 
Felsenthal did was Max Margolis. He b ecame leader of' 
those -pro:fessors and alumni a t H. U. C. who opposed Koh-
l P.r' s universalism and onnos1tion to Zionism. "He had b een 
connected w1 th the College f'rom 1892 to 1897 . Enj oying a 
hi gh reputation a s Bible s cholar and t eacher, h e was called 
back to the Coll~ge b y Dr. Kohler to renlac e Dr, Casper LM! 
v1ae 1n 1905 , a~ professor of Bi blical exegesis . Having 
undergon e a complete ideological reversal from extremA u-
n1 versallRm to J ewish nationalitsm, he set himself to agi
t ating against the basic ideas ot Ret'orm a1 represented b,
the College and championed by nr. Kohler. "-ms changed atU
tude occured during the years of the in1'ant growth ot Zionism 
in t he fi r st decade of the twentieth century. At first h e 
was a stl~ng t>~t>Oru,it. of thA D11asion i dea. 

I n an elaborate paper on "The Theological Aspect ot Re
:f'ormed J udaism", he advocated thA creation of' a synod that 
shall promul~te "the creed tot- the Ret"ormed J ewi.Rh Church. 
of America." "Woe imto Allleri can IsrPel", he exclaimed, ''when 
t he day comes and we ire tound an unor68ll,1ze4 bundle or atoms: 
and woe to us it we organize on any but eccleaiast1.cal, 
that is, religious llnee. Ve must unify our aocie~es ant\ 
p lace t helll under the ~or of' the ayriagop;ue. Whatever is 1n1-
m1cal or even 1nd1ttet-en t to the synasogue must· LA wiped· 
out of' exis tence." Having·.endorsed the Pittsburgh Platrorm, 
h e called upon"the J ewi sh ..Qyr.ch" to "become mission ary 1n -
•11 t rut,h, by example and by teaching. She must conquer 
the world for the Ja.ngdom ot God•"" 

However, ba r ely two years later his stand was quite 
reversed. In 1907 sbeaking at the Hebrew Union Coll~e h e 
negated t hA pose1b111ty of' t he J ews' preservation in the 
Diaspora. He referred ecorn1"ully to the i dea ot Israel! a 
religious mission. "In the Diaspora", h e maintain ed, "the 
J ewi sh soul is capable only of' submission. It may assimilate 
1 t s elf' to t he ideals of 1 ts environment, but 1 t is too 
WAak t,n assimilate t h em to itsle:f. True and wholesome aa
st.nilat1on can only take nlace where the J ewish soul is rl'eft, 
and the J ewish soul can oe tree onl:v i n its own soil.""* 

A third nrototy,:,1111 of' this transi tional perio,, was charae-

* Samuel s. Cohon, "Tne His tory of . the Hebrew Union Calles•"• 
Pub lications of t he Alller 1can J ewish Historical Soo1etv, 
No. XL, Part I, Ph1ladel uh~a, 1950, P • 41 • 

.. Max Margolis, "'l'he Theological Aspect ot Re:t'ormed Juda1AID11
, 

c. c. A· a. YearbOok, Vol. XII I, 1903, n'D• 302-8 • 

.,.. Max Margolis, "The Mesag e of Moses" , The Maccab ean, 
Vol. XII, 19<)7 , tm . 4!.-6 • 



ter1zed b:v Casper Le-vias. He cri t1c1sed Reform by declal"'l.DR 
1'ts con ceot1on of society!s nature to be naive. His noa1.
t1on embocll.ed the mAasage ot Ztonisni which vieved: tae Jn!s 
salvation only in terms o-r Palestine. He stated: 

t 

. .. - . . 
The dream of the prophets that nature shJ.l be 
transformed; tbat the l1on shall .lie a.own 
w1 th thA lamb, and a small boy shall lead them, 
is a beautif'ul dream, an 1nsn1J-1,ng ch-eam, bUt 
an \llll"eaUzable a.ream after a.11. The J ew that 
takes th1• dream into consideration in affairs 
o~ practical llf'e is no less a visionary than 
hi s Christian neighbor who atteumts to realize 
in human society the New Testament dream ot 
non-resistance to evil. tHHHt 

Such an utteranca gave expression to his beliet 1n the 
;.~tadequa~r of _ the miss;on _oonceot_as ~~oclai~ed b~ R~orm. 

256 This term "lip;ht unto the nations" was rurther elabora- ' / 
ted by Stephen s. Wise wa~ further elaoorated on by 
Stephen s. Wise.· He· pointed out that Mendelsohn1a.n 
Enlightenment b egan with light from the Gentiles, but 
ended with a reversion to a misunderstood M1ssionsthe0,C 
or light to the nations . See Stephan s. Wise, A!!!!!!-_, 
(New York , 1944), m, . 36-7• . 

257 Abba Hillel Silver, Vision and Victory. (New York, 1949l, 
"Lib eral Judaism and Israelw;-"p. 232. 

258 Abba Hillel Silver, on . cit., "The Democratic Impulse in 
J ewish History", P• 31• 

260 I bid., Pn• 42-3• 

261 A.bba .W.llel Silver, _op . cit., "The Con spi rac:v o-r ~lence~, 
PP • 11-12. 

262 Abba P'.illel Silver, on. cit., "The De.'!locra tic I ouulse in 
J ewish Histol'y 11

, PP • 41- 2. 

263 I bid.,'pp. 33~4. 

264 Abba Hillel Silver, op . cit. , " The :hanp ng a.no the Change
less", n . 205. 

~HKil- Casper Leviaa, "The J ustification of Zionism", 
o. c . . A. R., Vol. IX, 1898- 9 , n.181. 
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the· : e,·rish n eonlA. We a.re told that the mission waa· born 
dul."ins tht:! exile, seemingly un~o ted 1.o J e\-risa hlstory. 
Goldenson found the i mplications ot the mission in all 
aui ~i tual e;:pressions 1~1 the .='.i b l<>e It iA not m0 rely a 
devlce to live . ~•/hen fel "t"., 1 t l s a call not i'or lifA, 
but for death if necessary . The tn1ss1on 1s i nherait i n 
all J euish thou5ht. No c,n e has ever denied that thA 
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